
Thesaintandhisprostitute

###Introduction###

GreetingseveryonemynameisMnqobi

LonwaboMolo,I’m 24yearsofageandI’m

amedicalpractitiosoner.Ijustopenedmy

ownMedi-clinictohelpthedisadvantaged.

MyparentsareGreatMinisters,wearen’t

veryrichbutwecanaffordbecauseGod

hasgracedus.I’vebeeninmanylife-lessand

boringrelationships.Todaymeandmy

friendsaregoingtoaplacetheycallLiquid

Zone.Asusualtheypickuptheirregularsat

StrubenStreetbeforewegetanywhere.

Thabang:[Closesthedoor,smiling]Weare

goingturn-uptonight.



Me:[Istartthecaranddrive]Ihaveanearly

daytomorrowmorning.

Nani:[laughing]You’resuchavirginboy!

Livealittledaddycan’tseeyoufrom

EasternCape.

Me:SudinyelaNani.

Thabang:Salts![theyallstartlaughing]

Me:[Whenwearrive,Itakeoutcondoms

andgivethem]Pleasetakeiteasyonmy

seats.

Nandi:YeboBaba.



Me:Uzanyas’febe!!!

Thabang:Leavemywomanaloneman.

Me:[Igetoffmycardisgusted,Idon’twhyI

allowthem dotheirS**tinmycar,irritated]

Givemeflyingfish.[Ijustsitthere,checking

myemailsandcommunicatingwiththenight

staff]

Ntombi:Workingistheonlylanguageyou

understand.

Me:I’m seriouslynotinthemoodforyou.

Thabang:Leavehim,hisallergictopussy.



Me:[myphonerings,it’smysister

Vuyolwetu,bored]Hello.

Lwetu:Clubbingduringweekdays,noware

we?

Me:[Iwalkoutside]Whatdoyouwant?

Lwetu:I’m goodandyou?

Me:Iknowyounevercallunlessyouneed

somethingwhatisit?

Lwetu:[excited]I’m gettingmarried.

Me:[shocked]Wowwhenisthishappening?



Lwetu:Intwoweekssincethelobolawas

donetwomonthsback.

Me:Iwasn’tinvitedtothelobolasowhyam

Ibeinginvitedtothewedding?

Lwetu:I’m stillyouroldersister,don’tpiss

meoffrightnow.Youbettershowupformy

weddingS’febe.

Me:[Iimmediatelyhangup,thethoughtof

goingtoEasternCapeisenoughtomake

mepassout.don’tgetmewrong,beingthe

lastbornsonisS***.Iwentinsideand

drownedmyselfinalcohol.]

Nani:Youreallyneedtogetlaid.



Me:[ItookmybottleofRussianBearand

wenttositinmycar,drowninginmy

misery]

***************ReneilwePOV’s*****************

Originallyfrom Mpumalanga,IlivedinKwa

Mhlangawithmyfamily.whenmymother

diedmysisterbecamementallyunstable

from depression.Myfatherandhisfamily

kickedusout.throughafriendweendedup

inPretoriabutHiswifekickedusouttoo.I

triedusingmyqualificationstogetajob

butnoluck.SoIwasintroducedto

prostitution,tomakealivingandbuymy

sister’spills.TodayismybirthdayandI’m

cat-walkinginlingerielookingforournext

meal.Around3am inthemorning“Nandi

andNtombi”returned,aroundhereweknow

thatwhentheiraroundit’spurebadluck.



Myphonevibrates,it’sCindymyneighbour

from theflat.

Me:Kebusy,keng?

Cindy:KeItumeleng,sheisvomitingblood

andheatingup.

Me:[Ihungup,tookoffmyheelsandrun

bearfooted,Icouldn’tstopthetearsfrom

fallingItuistheonlyfamilyIhave.Igot

thereinjust30minutesandfoundCindy

kneelingovermysister’sbody]Didyoucall

theAmbulance?Whathappened?[shaking

her]Itumeleng.[Ipickupandplaceheron

myshoulder]Bringmyemergencybag.

Cindy:Thereisnohospitalaroundhere.



Me:I’llfindaplace[Iranwithmybaby

sisteronmyshoulderuntilIfoundsome

clinic,theylookedatmelikeI’m crazy]Help

mybaby.

Nurse:[checksItu]Whatdidyougiveher?

Cindy:Pleasejusttakecareofthebaby.

Nurse:[placeItuonthestretcherandwheel

herintoaward]StandoutsideMam.

Cindy:[huggingher]Shewillbefine.

Me:IfeellikeI’m failingmymother,Itucan’t

dieCindy.



Cindy:She’sbeenthroughworse,she’llbe

fine.

Nurse:[comesoutat7am]MrsMokoena.

Me:Howisshe?

Nurse:Sheisfinebutthedoctorneedsto

seeyouinhisoffice.

Me:[IwalkedintotheDoctor’soffice,calm]

DoctorMolo.

Him:thischildissufferingfrom

maltreatment,thisisGraceasocialworker.



Grace:HelloMrsMokoena,webelievethat

it’sinthebestinterestsofItumelengthat

shebetakentoachildren’shome.

Me:NooneistakingItumelengfrom me.

DoctorMolo:Thischilddeservestohavea

normalchildhood.

Me:Howmanychildrendoyouhaveto

judgeme?

Grace:Thisisi…

Me:Kemangarengubulemolomos’febe?

[whosaidyoushouldopenyourmouth]

WenaMoloungathimaosindwaamasede

ung’nyele.[Whenyourballsareheavydon’t



s*tonme]Mxm.[Istorm outoftheoffice]

Cindydidyoupaythebill?

Cindy:Ja,what’sgoingon?

Me:[Igetintomysister’swardandremove

thedripsfrom Itu,pickherupandgetout]

DoctorMolo:[shocked]Don’ttakeher,she

stillneedsmedicalattention.

Me:GoF*ckyourself,youclearlyneedit.

###MynameisReneilweMokoena,20yearsof

ageandIdon’ttakeanysh*tfromanyone###

[02/20,14:05]Wdz: #Insert1



Me:[wearriveandItackinmy10yearold

sister]Iloveyouneh.

Itumeleng:HappybelatedMama.

Me:[italwaysmakesmeemotionalwhen

shecallsme“Mama”asourmotherdied

whenshewasjust3yearsold,caressingher

hair]Dankie,whatdoyouwanttoeat?

Itumeleng:[excited]Cake,dizimba,lecold

drinki.

Me:Let’stakeabaththenheadshopping.

Cindy:[upset,carryingaletter]Thisjust

arrivedforyou.



Me:[Itakeitandit’sanevictionletter,calm]

I’vealreadypackedourclothes,Ifounda

flatclosertoItu’sschoolandmyworkstreet.

Itumeleng:[jumpingaround]CanIgetmy

ownroom,Mama?

Me:Eyaleratolaka[yesmylove]

Cindy:IheardthatsomeonecalledGraceis

lookingalloverforyou.

Me:Shewantstotakewhat’sminewith

thatstupidassdoctor,buthellwillfreeze

overbeforethathappens.[myphonerings,

It’sdaddyoneofmyverygenerousand

ruthlessclients,thisoldmanwillliterallyf*ck

yousenseless,Iwalktothebalcony]Daddy.



Daddy:Beatourspotin20minutes.[hangs

up]

Me:[Iquicklyrushinsidethehouse]CindyI

needahugefavour,[Igiveheranaddressto

mynewflatandkeys]Babepleasetakeour

suitcaseandItumelengtothenewflat.[I

givehersomecash]Buyheranythingshe

wants.

Cindy:[bored]Youreallyneedarealjob.

Me:JustdoasIsay.[Igetintomyroom

andchange,wearmyropeandkissItu]

Maratoforwenaneh.

Itumeleng:PleasecomebacksoonMama.



Me:Iwilltrymylove.[Istorm outandtake

ataxi,whenIeventuallygetthere,Daddyis

alreadywaitingandI’m welcomedbyahot

slapacrossthefacewhichlandsmeonthe

floorwithasparkofbloodrunningoutofmy

nose]

Daddy:Don’tyoueverkeepmewaiting,you

hearme?

Me:[Inoddedandstoodup,wipedmyself

andgotinsidethecar]

Daddy:[opensthedooranddrivestoProtea

Hotel,theywalkinsideandheopensthe

room door]You’llbeentertainingmeandmy

friend,Ihavedeposited20000intoyour

accountalready.



Me:[Isaidashortprayertomyselfand

thankedGodthatIhavetiedmytubes.This

manhasthetendencyofbreakingthe

condom andwealwaysgettestedbecause

“heloveshiswifetoomuchtogiveherAids

orSTDs”Isetonthebedwaitingtobe

roasted]

Daddy:Ilikeyouforonereason,youare

justsubmissive[lookingatherthighs]Damn

youmakemehorny.

*****************Mnqobi******************

Todaywasinterestingandfullofdrama,so

chickshowedupthismorningwithasick

child.Thechildhadbacteriaandwenoticed

it’soutofmaltreatmentbutfrom howher



motherwasdressedIdidn’texpectanything

less.Ispoketomysocialworkerfriend

Graceandwehavedecidedtotakethechild

from her.Clearlyshedoesn’tdeservetobe

someone’smother,Iknockedoffearlyand

wenttomyapartment.Ineedsomerest

aftertodaybecausetomorrowisanother

dayIhopetosee.Myphonerings

interruptingmythoughts.

Me:Hello.

HisMother:[crying]Whydoyoulike

disgracingusLonwabo?Whathavewedone

toyou?

Me:DearFatherinheaven,helpmymother

seethatIdidn’tdoanythingshethinksI

didrightnow,IlovemyfamilyLordbutthey



liketodrivemecrazy.Helpthem understand

thatlisteningisaskillandunderstandingis

theresultofthatskill,Ithankyouforyour

graceandmerciestod..

HisMother:[calm]Amen

Me:TodayAmen.

HisMother:Lonwaboareyoureallygayas

theysay?

Me:herewegoagain,I’m notgayMa.

HisMother:Thenhowcomeyou’venever

broughtanygirlhome?Areyouafraidof

girls?Areyouavirgin?



Me:talkaboutbeingbelittled.MatheLord

willgivemeapartnerattherighttime.

HisMother:Peopleyouragehavechildren

andpartners,Moneywillneverhugyouat

nightson.

Me:TheLordisonmysidema.

HisMother:Mxm [hangsup]

Me:[Igetoffthebedandkneelonapillow]

FatherGodyourwordsaysyouwillrescue

yourchildrenattherighttime.[intears]

PleasebringmeawomanLord,Ipromise

tolove,respectandacceptherforhow,

whatandwhoshemaybe.[sniffing]Have

mercyonmeLord,gracemewithawifeI

begyoupleaseLord,Amen.[Ijustsetin



thatpositionandjustcriedmylungsout,until

myphonerings]hello.

Grace:IfoundwhereMrsMokoenalives,I’m

goingtoalertthechild-line.

Me:I’llhaveacopyofthedoctorsreport

emailedtoyoutomorrowmorning.

Grace:Youjustsavedaliveyetagain.

Me:Takingachildawayfrom herfamily

isn’texactlysavingalife,ifanythingIfeel

bad.

Grace:Womanlikethatdon’tdeservetobe

mothers.



Me:Godneverblessessomeonebymistake

Grace,Greetyourhusbandforme.

Grace:GoodnightDoc,willd…[calldropped]

[02/20,14:05]Wdz: Insert2

Dayswentbyandmyfamilyisgivingme

somuchpressure,Ican’tfocusonanything

rightnow.I’vetakenafewdaysoffaswell

asswitchedoffmypersonalphone.Itooka

hotshowerandworebluethornjeanswitha

whiteJeepshirt,Iworemyredsnickers.I

lookedinthemirrorandmyjustbroke,asI

lookedaroundmyemptyapartment,itwas

fullofexpensivefurnisherandfoodyetI

havenoonetoshareallthiswith.I

snappedoutofitanddrovetoThabang’s

place.



Me:[IparkoutsideandasIwalkinthe

corridor,Icollidewithpeoplecarryingachild]

Itumeleng:[Crying]MamaIdon’twanttogo,

Mamahelpme!!!!NO!!!IWANTMY

MOMMY!!!

Grace:Ididn’tknowyouwouldcomehere?

Me:Huh?What’sgoingonhere?Whereare

theytakingher?

Grace:Youdon’trecognizethem,it’sthe

Mokeonagirlyouhelpedtheotherday.

MrsMokoena:[fightingastheyareholding

her]Bringbackmybaby!!!



Grace:StopactingcrazyMrsMokeona,you’ll

getonevisiteverytwoweeks.

MrsMokeona:I’m takingyoutocourt.

Grace:Ohreallywithwhatmoney?Just

swallowyourprideandletthechildhavea

normallife.SeeyouaroundDoctor.[she

leaves]

Me:[pained]I’m sorryMa.

MrsMokeona:Thisisallyourfault,Buttrust

mewhenIsayKarmawillcomeforyou.I

hopeyoudieaslowandlonelydeathwith

noonetoburyyou,Mxm [shestartslosing

herbreathandfallsontheground]



Me:[Ishakeherandrealiseshe’snot

breathing]MrsMokeonawakeu…[Ireceive

ahotslapfrombehind,whichimmediately

givesmeaheadache]

Her:[panicking,shakingher]Reneilwe!!![crying]

she’snotbreathing,whydidyouhavetokill

her?

Me:[YoohIwantedtopeeinmypants,she

can’tdienotlikethis,Icheckedherpulse

anditwashardlythere]Sheisn’tdead,she’s

havingapanicattack.[Ipumpedher,herlips

weresosoft,freshmintbreathcameout

insidemymouth]areyouokay?

MrsMokeona:[breathinghard]Leaveme

alonetraitor…Cindygetmemyphone.



Me:[Ifeltlikethedevil,thewayshelooked

atmegavemethechillsbutherhazel

browneyesmademyheartdanceabit]I’m

sorry.

Cindy:Howissorrygoingtobring

Itumelengback?[helpingReneilwestandup]

Wearecomingforyouwitheverythingwe’ve

got.

Me:[Iwatchedthem getinsidetheliftand

myheadachegotmorepainful,Iswitchon

myphonetocallThabangbutacallcomes

through]Privatenumberhello.

Grace:Pleasecometothehome

immediately.

Me:[Iwastrappedinfancy,Ifoundmyself



smiling]what’swrong?

Grace:ItumelengMokeonaismentally

unstable,shemighthurtherselfhurry.

Me:[sigh]Okay.[Iwentbacktomycarand

drovedownthere,thechildhadbrokenthe

windowsandwascarryingasteakknife]

GodisgoingtopunishusGrace.

Grace:Weneedtohelpher.

Me:[Ifeltsmallexcitementthatthischildis

goingbackhome,Anythingtohermother

again]Howarewegoingtocalm herdown?

doyouseetheknifeinherhand?

****************Reneilwe******************



Wewerehavingagreattime,eating

pancakeswatchingthebeautyandthe

Beastanimation.IusedDaddy’spaymentto

buymedsformeandgetItumeleng’sroom

furnisher.Thedoorburstsopenand7guys

comeinwiththatGracelady,theytakemy

babyandnomatterhowmuchIfightthey

justheldmeandtookheraway.Ifeltlike

someone’sstabbingmeathousandtimes,I

passedoutandwokeupinthearmsofthe

devil.Istoodupandwentbacktomy

apartment.I’velearnedalongtimeagothat

cryingdoesn’thelpanything,luckilyformeI

havecontacts.

Cindy:Whoareyoucalling?

Me:[itringstwiceandhepicks]Minister,I

needanurgentfavour.



Minister:Nameitmylove.

Me:ThereisasocialworkercalledGrace

RetlwaandadoctorcalledMnqobiLonwabo

Molo,theyhavetakenmydaughter.

Minister:I’m notapoliceofficerlove,talkto

meinalanguageIcanunderstand.

Me:Iwantthem todrown,youcanhavefun

withthem.MakesurethatStupidGrace

loseseverything.

Minister:Givemeanhour.

Me:Ihavesentanemailofalltheir

information,thanks.



Minister:Youowemebigtime.

Me:Wecanfixthatassoonasmy

daughterissafelybesidehermother,bye[I

hangup]

Cindy:[curious]Yourcalmnessisscary,who

isMinister.

Me:OneofmySpecialclients.[Iwentto

takealongshower,Noonemesseswith

meandexpectsperfectpeace.Iworea

bodyhuggingwhitedressthatreachesmy

knee,putonsomemakeupanddiamond

earing’swithanecklace.Iwalkoutofmy

room]



Cindy:Youlooksosexy,whereareyou

going?[wehearaloadknock]whocouldit

be?

Me:[smiling]Heneverdisappoints,openthe

doorgirl.

Cindy:[opensthedoor,Graceandher

agentscomeincarryingItu]Youlooklike

youjustgothitbyahurricane.

Grace:[redeyesandbandagedarm]shecan’t

staywithus.

DoctorMolo:[staringather,hisjaw

sweepingthefloor]

Me:[smiling,Itookmybabyandwentto



herroom,laidhertorest]Getoutofmy

house![theyturnaroundandleave,Minister

calls]Supermanyami.

Minister:I’m sendingmydrivertofetchyou.

Me:Alright,I’llbewaiting.[Ihangup]Can

youbelievehewantsmetobehissecond

wife?

Cindy:[theybothstartlaughing]Uyanya

loyo!!!

Me:[laughingtotears]Stronggirl!!!

[02/20,14:05]Wdz: Insert3

Hisdrivercametofetchmeandknowing

him,hehadbookedusintothehoneymoon



sectionofthehotel.IfoundRosesonthe

floor,sparklingwinewithtwoglassesonthe

side,theroom wasfilledwithsmallcandles.

Ministerisanicemandon’tgetmewrong,

howcouldIeverconsideramanhow

doesn’tevenhitmyorgasm?Withhim I

alwayshavetofakeitbecauseafterfour

roundshisgoingtobebreathinghardlikea

dogoverme,whilehisdrippingwithsweat

andhispotbellyselfisheavyontopofme.

AsIwassittingthereabouttotakeofmy

shoes,mymother’sghostappeared.She

onlyappearstomewhenI’m introubleor

shewantsmetovisithergraveside.

Me:[Itakemybagandstandup]Mama.

HerMother:Ratolaka,babatlanwana.

Itumelengukotsingwenaumo?[mylove,

theywantthebaby.Ituisindangerandyou



arehere]

Me:[Ilefttheroom beforeherandtooka

taxihome,panickingoutofmymind.WhenI

arrivedIfoundsomemen]Excuseme.

Guy1:WearelookingforMiss Reneilwe

andItumelengMokeona,wearemadeto

believetheylivehere?

Me:[theydidn’tknoworrecognizeme,

whichgavemeanadvantage]Icanleadyou

tothelandlordforyou,becausetheseare

newneighbourshere.Doyouhaveapicture

ofthem maybe?

Guy2:Theirfathergaveusthese[givesit

toher]Theywerereallyyoungthere.



Me:[intherephoto,IwastenandItuwas

justababy,Igiveitback]WellI’llask

aroundforthem,butwhyareyoulookingfor

them?

Guy1:Theirfatherisverysickandwould

liketoseethem beforehedies.

Me:[rightthenwehadtorunfarfrom here,

MaybeSowetoorDurban,sigh]Ohgiveme

yournumbersoIcanalertyouwhenthe

ownersofthisapartmentcomeback.

Guy2:[givesheracard]Pleasecontactme

assoonyourneighboursarearound.

Me:Iwilldefinitelyletyouknow[Iwatch



them walkawayandrealisethatI’m in

deeps***ifthatoldmanfindsus,ourlives

aregoingtobemiserable.Ihearsomeone

breathingatthebackofmeandturnaround]

Leavemealoneyoupervert.

Him:MynameisThabangandIwouldlike

togetserviced.

Me:Don’tyouhaveenoughfrom Nandi?

Thabang:Listentheonlydifferencebetween

YouandNandiisthatIhaven’tf*ckedyou

yet.

Me:Wellyouwillneverever,evenovermy

deadbodyf*ckme.



Thabang:Ilikethatchallenge.

Me:Idon’tdodarkthingslikeyou,Idon’t

wantcharcoalcomingoutmyp***y.

*************Mnqobi************

MyassistantcalledmeafterGracelosther

jobandcredibilityjustlikethat,myclinic

hadcourtfiresothat’sgoingtoputmeout

ofbusinessforafewweeks,whichisbad

butIcalledmyinsurancesoallwillbe

sortedsoon.RightnowI’m sittinginfrontof

thetelevisiondaydreamingaboutMrs

Mokeona.Thinkingabouthermakesme

forgetaboutmyproblems,thewayher

mouthtastedmakesmycheeksturnpink.I

immediatelykneeleddownwithahugesmile

acrossmyface,Iimaginedprayingwithher



holdingmyhand,Ijuststartedlaughinglike

akid.Aloudknockonmydoorknocked

meoutofmyimagination.

Me:[IopenedthedoorandBoom!!!Myelder

brotherandhiswife,rushin]Eveningtoyou

too.

Luthando:Brotherit’sbeenawhi…[opens

thefridgeandcutsabigsliceofpolony,eats

it]

Me:[Iclosethedoorandsitnextto

Nothando,mybrother’swife]Howareyou

sister?

Nothando:Weareallworriedaboutyou

brother,Maisstressoutofhermind.



Luthando:Shesaysyouhaven’tbeen

answeringhercalls,lately.

Me:MybusinesswasburntdownsoI’m

busywiththatatthemoment.

Nothando:Wellwearepregnant.

Me:I’m goingtobeanuncle,Wow.

Luthando:You’renotevenjealous,Ihaveit

allabeautifulwifeandakidontheway,

yoursisterisgettingmarriedwithtwokids

andwenadololo.

Me:[chuckles]Thedayyouseemywoman,

you’llwishtomarryagain.nooffense



sis’thando.

Nothando:Nonetaken,soyou’renotgay?

Me:I’m definitelynotgay,trustme.

Thabang:[comesinwithoutknocking,pissed

off]BafocanyoubelievethatSomeslut

insultedme,IswearI’m goingtoF*ckher

sensless.Shecalledmymanacharcoal

[opensthefridge]S’febe.

Me:[Ijustlaughedatallthesepeopleinmy

livingspace]WhichladyBafo?

Thabang:Lestraightplankersase306,I’m

goingtogetherevenifit’sthelastthingI

do.



Me:[nonsensehitthefanasIrealisedthat’s

mywoman’s,waitdidIjustsayshe’smy

woman?AnywayIwasangrywithout

justification]Leaveheralone.

Thabang:Whyit’snotlikeyougoingf*ck

her.

Me:Youdon’twanttopissmeoffMfana.

Thabang:[startslaughing]Ohflip,you

naughtyboy.Yourtappingher?Finally!!!

Congratulationsboy!!!

Me:I’m nottappingReneilweyet.

Luthando:Isyourfriendalwaysthisrude?Or



areweinvisible?

Thabang:Wehavetocelebrate,[takesout

hisphone,makesacall]Nani,getyourass

hereweneedtothrowDocaparty,hejust

losthisvirginitybrah.

Me:Stopsmokingwhateveryouare

smokingbrah,it’sbadforyourhealth.

Nothando:Issheyourgirlfriend?

Thabang:Girllikethataref*cktoysnot

girlfriendmaterial.

Me:Imightjustwifeher,whoknows?



Luthando:WhatdoyoumeanbyF*cktoys?

Issheaprostitute?

Me:[IgiveThabangthedon’tF*ckwithme

lookandhejustdrinkshisbeer,silent]

Nothando:Isanyonegoingtoanswerthe

question?

###Araceagainsttime###

[02/20,14:05]Wdz: Insert4

Nanididn’twastetime,hecamewithboose

andtheirgirlsforthenight.Theyblew

condomsinmyfaceandforthefirsttimeI

enjoyedaturnupbecausethemomentthe

musicwentloud,mybrotherandhiswifehit

theroad.Wedancedfrom allnightlong,a



fewofmyneighbourscametojoinaswe

madeabraai.Thenexttwodayswere

horrible,whateverIdrankwasjustturning

mystomachbad.soI’m lyinginbed

watchingtelevision,NaniandThabanggetin

withsadfaces.

Me:what’sgoingon?Didyougetsomeone

pregnant?

Nani:Youaresurroundedbydarkclouds

brah.

Me:Nodarkcloudshere,Ipraybrah.

Thabang:Wejustfoundoutthatyour

womanmovedoutofherapartmenttheday

wewerepartying.



Me:[Ifeltaslightheadache]Whatdoyou

mean?

Nani:Somepeopletrashedherplacereal

good.

Thabang:Buttheapartmentdidn’thave

muchjusttheirfurnisherandfood.

Me:Pleaseleave,Ineedtobeleftalone.

Nani:We’llcheckonyoulaterMfana.

Thabang:wewillfindherman,don’tworry.

Me:[theyleftandmyheartstartedbeating



outofmychest,Igotonmyknees]Father

Lord,Ineedyoutobringherbackto

me,[tearsfalling]She’stheonlythingthat

makessenseinthishellholeI’m inrightnow.

Ifthisisyourwayofshowingmethatshe’s

notminethenpleaseprotectherforme.I

askallthisinyourname,Amen.[Igotoffbed

andwentforaruninmypj’s.Ididn’tcare

thepainIwasfeelingwasdeathitself.I

finallystoppedandcriedmyeyesouton

thesidewalk,acarstoppedbyme]

Thabang:[getsoutofthecarandholdshis

shoulder]Cryingcan’thelp,weneedtokeep

lookingforherman.

Me:[heartbroken]MaybeIscaredheraway?

Maybesheisn’tmine.



Nani:[getsoffthecarandsitsnexttohim]

Man,Thisistheonlygirlthatbringsouta

smileonyourface,sheisthefirstonetoget

youthiswhippedBrah.Ifthereisaboyfriend

orbabydaddy,IswearI’llsendthatniggaout

ofspaceandtime.

Thabang:AndIdon’tmindhelpingyou.

Me:[Ifeltliftedbythesetwofools,wegot

insidethecar]Wherearewegoing?

Nani:NtombiandNandi’splace.

Me:Pleasetakemebacktomyapartment,

Ican’tgolookinglikethis.

Thabang:Don’tworryyou’llgetachanceto



dressupwhenwefindReneilwe.[theydrive

toNandiandNtombi’splace,findthem

entertainingclientsandwait]I’m hungry,give

metheburgersman.

Nani:[theyeatburgersandwait]Whenwe

findher,makesureyouf*ckhersenseless

forallthisrunningaround.

Me:F*ckingisthelastthingonmymind,

I’m goingtoputaringonitman.

Them:[startlaughing]You’resowhipped.

Nandi:[knocksonthewindowandNani

opens]Heyguys.

Thabang:Hello,doyouknowwhere



Reneilwelives?

Ntombi:[pissedoff]Whothehellisthat!?

Nani:[nearlaughter]Yourco-workerat

strubenstreet.

Nandi:LasttimeIheardshelivesinthe

flatbehindsunnyparkmall,whyareyou

lookingforher?

Me:Iwantherformyself.

Nani:[startsthecarandtheydriveoff,

leavingthegirlsshocked]Bafoaskforher

numberbeforeanythingman.



Thabang:Stopdrivinglikealunatic,you’llget

uskilledman.

Me:[wearrivedandsearchedeveryroom,

untilwereachedherfriend’sflat,Iknockedon

thedoorandsheopens]Hello.

Cindy:Whatelsedoyouwant?Itumeleng

andReneilwearenotaround.

Me:Ijustwanttoapologizetothem,please

dotheylivehere?

Cindy:Welltheydobuttheyareoutatthe

moment.

*************Reneilwe************



Iwentinsidemyflatandpackedeverything

weneed,usedthefireescapeandwentto

Cindy’splace.Ican’tgotoworkbecause

thatoldmanprobablyhasmeneverywhere

lookingforus.TodayitookItumelengto

schoolandwenttofetchhermyselfbecause

Ireallydon’twantanymistakes.Wesetat

Steerseatingwhilewritinghomework.I

lovehersomuch,sheismyentireworld,I

wouldprotectherwithmylife.Ispoketo

Ministerapparentlyhefoundhiswifeinthat

hotelroom,shewasplanningtokillmeso

hegavemeafatchequeforapologies.

AfterwardsIwentbacktotheflatand

Cindywasactingweird,lookingatherphone.

Cindy:Don’tbeangrybutItoldLonwabo

youguyslivehere.

Me:[pissedoff,Irushtotheroom andstart



packingmybags]Itumelenggetyourbagwe

areleaving.

Cindy:Thepoorguyjustwantstoapologize,

probablythisisMinister’sgoodwork.

Me:[Izipmybagandasweopenthedoor

togetout,BOOM!!!]MaraCindywhy?

Mnqobi:[kneelsdownandtakesouta

diamondring]Idon’tknowmuchaboutyou

butyou’vemadeamarkonme.Iknowthis

lookscrazyandsuspicious,butfrom the

dayIheldyouinmyarms,Ineverwanted

youtoslipawayfrom me,Reneilwe

Mokeonawillyoupleasemarryme?

Me:[Ijustsetonmysuitcaseandlaughed

myassoff,whileCindyandItumelengwere



shockedbesideme]Uyislimayooh!![your

stupid]

Mnqobi:[putstheringandit’sboxinher

hand]Iknowthisisabigdecisionforyou

butpleasethinkaboutit,Ireallywantyouin

mylifetostay.

Me:[Ilookattheringthenhim and

laughedharder]Uyanyastrong!!!

Cindy:Areyouseriouslyproposingtoher?

Areyousickorsomething?Outofallthe

ladiesouttherewhychoseher?

Me:[IstoplaughingasIsmelljealousyand

anunnecessaryargumentinCindy’swords,

relaxed]ifyouwanttotapI’m game

otherwise,leavethisplaceIhavesome



clientstoattendto.IfyouwantawifeCindy

ismorethanavailablebutnnaI’moutofyour

league.

[02/20,14:06]Wdz: Continuation

Itookmybabyandwestormedoutof

there,leavingtraitors.Wewentbacktomy

apartmentsincethelandlordofferedme

anotherapartmentonthethirdfloor.they

helpedusmoveintothenewoneandshame

mybabyembracedthechange.Icookedus

dinner,sheatewhileIironedherschool

clothes.wetookashowerandItackedherin,

gaveherkiss.AfterwardsitIleftforwork,it

wascoldasusual.IfoundaclientandasI

wastalkingtohim,NandiandNtombi

blockedme.

Nandi:Stayawayfrom ourMolowena.



Ntombi:Heisourproperty,solayoffhim if

youdon’twanttrouble.

Me:[sigh]Heproposedtomeafewhours

agosohonesty,Iwouldn’tmindbreakinghis

dickassstupidlegs,kebusyasyoucansee.[I

getinsidethecarandwedriveintoa

hiddenspot,Iservicehim andcollectmy

cash,thenhedropsmeoff.IfindMnqobi

patientlywaiting]Idon’thaveyourtimebrah.

Mnqobi:I’m aclient,notherefortalks.

Me:Therearemanygirlsasyoucansee,

trythem.

Mnqobi:Iwantyounotthem.



Me:[Daddyandhisguardsapproachus,he

grabsmyhand]Daddy.

Daddy:[toMnqobi]Takeawalkboy.[to

Reneilwe]Mysonishavingabachelorparty

tonight,Iwantyouthere.

Me:[thelasttimeIwaswiththisman,they

f*ckedmeuntilbloodcameoutandI

couldn’tdos**tformyself,calm]Ican’t

that’smybrotherhecametofetchme,my

motherissick.

Daddy:Whyareyoudisrespectingme?[he

startsbeatingherup,untilshevomitsblood

andputshisshoeonherneck]You’llcome

beggingformymoney,Iknow.[spitsonher]

S’febe.



Me:[ItriedstandingupbutIcouldn’tIfelt

likehebrokemyrib,myvisionwasblurryI

searchedmybagformyphone,Ifelt

someonetouchingme]PleaseI’m sorry.

Mnqobi:[Scoopsherupandputherinside

thecarwhileNandiandNtombilaughtheir

assesoff,makessuresheiscomfortable]I’m

sorry.

Me:Pleasetakemehome.

Mnqobi:Youneedtoseeadoctorandthey

needtoexamineyou.

Me:Thomaswillkillmethere,pleaseIhave

itumelengtolivefor.[anargumentemerged



andheendeduptakingmehome,he

carriedmeallthewaytomybedroom and

laidmeonthebed]Thanksforsavingme.

Mnqobi:Whereisthefirstaidkit?

Me:It’sunderthedressingtablechair,the

painkillersareintheleftdrawer.

Mnqobi:[nursesherwoundsandcovers

them,givesherpainkillersandclimbsin

bednexttoher]Ithurtstoseeyoulikethis

mywife,seeingthatmantouchyoulike

brokeme.

Me:[Icouldn’tseehim becausemywhole

faceisburningbutthesoundofhisvoice,

confirmedhowhefelt.Iwasshockedbyhis

compassiontowardsme]Whydidyou



choseme?can’tyouseehowbrokenIam.

Mnqobi:[kneelsdownholdingherhand,

sniffing]FatherLord,Icometoyouatthis

timeofneed.Ithankyouforgivingmesuch

abeautifulandpreciouswife,Iloveherso

much,shemakesmyheartdanceeverytime.

FatherIpraythatyouhealherforme,cover

herwithyourPreciousblood.Amen.

Me:Areyougoingtoanswermyquestion?

Mnqobi:We’llhavethisconversationwhen

youcanfinallylookmeintheeyes,fornow.

[climbsonthebedandwrapshisarms

aroundher]Goodnight,Thandiwewam.

Me:[Iwantedtofightmywayoutofhis

armsbutatthispointI’m athismercy,I



placedmyfaceonhisbarechest,making

myselfcomfortable]NightDoc.

**************Mnqobi***************

Ihatedhowthatoldmanhandledmy

woman,Itookhertoherapartmentafterwe

hadourfirstargument.Sheissostubborn

it’ssexy,anywaywesleptinthesamebed

together.Thenextday,herfacelookedbetter

andweaccompaniedItumelengtoschool,

afterhavingabeautifulbreakfastmadeby

yourstruly.Wewenttomyapartment,

whereItookashowerandcleanedher

wounds.Ipacked fewthingsbecauseI’m

movinginwithherbyforce.

Reneilwe:What’sthatbagfor?



Me:I’m movinginbecauseIknowyouwon’t

takecareofyourself.

Reneilwe:IfIdidn’tknowbetter,I’dsayyou

arepossessed.

Me:I’m inlovewithyou,ifthatmeansbeing

possessed,Ireallydon’tmind.

Reneilwe:wellIdon’tloveyouandnever

willsogiveitup.

Me:[Isliptheringonherfinger,smiling]It

actuallyfitsperfectlyWow.

Reneilwe:[Furious,takesitoffandthrowsit

onthefloor]Stopthiss***!Can’tyourdickass

headgetit?IDON’TWANTYOU,INEVER



WILLWANTYOU.IHATEYOUWITHEVERY

FIBREINMYBODY,IWANTYOUTOJUST

STOPALLTHISMADNESS,F*UCKMAN,I’M

NOTCUTOUTFORTHISS***!!!!

Me:[calm]Yourstubbornnessissexy,your

angerisahugeturnonespeciallywhenyou

startcurseatme.Soshouttheroofdownif

youlikebutyouareMrsMolodealwithit.

Reneilwe:[triestowalkfrom thecouchto

thedoorbutshefallsonflatonherass,

Pissedoff]S***!!!S**t!!!S**tReneilweman,

youcan’tevenwalk!!!

Me:[laughing]Youarestubborn,MrsMe.

Reneilwe:[takesouthershoeandthrowsit

atMnqobi]Bustard!!!



Me:[IstoplaughingbecauseIcan’tstand

herhelplessness,Itrytopickherupand

shehitsmyhand,Itakemybagandcar

keys]I’llbewaitinginthecar.[Iwalkoutof

theroom andopen,thenslam thedoorjust

togivehertheimpressionthatIleft]

Reneilwe:[panicking]Mnqobi!!!S***IDON’T

EVENHAVEHISNUMBER,DAMNIT!!!

MNQOBII’M SORRYPLEASECOMEBACK,

[screaming]MNQOBIIKNOW YOUCANHEAR

MEPLEASEMAN,INEEDTOGO

HOME![20minslater,emotional]OKAYI’LL

MARRYYOU,PLEASEINEEDTOPEE.

Me:[Ileavemybaginthekitchenandgo

backtotheroom,sitnexttoheronthe

floor]Myintentionisnottoforceyouto

marryme,allIwantedwasforyoutosee



yourselfthroughmyeyes.[Istandandpick

herup]I’llgodr…

Reneilwe:[hugshim tight]Thankyoufor

comingback,I’m sousedtomenwanting

meforsexthatIdon’tknowhowtokeepa

relationship.[intears]you’rethefirstperson

topickupafterme,usuallyIwouldcrawlon

mybellyjusttogetintotheshowerevery

timehebeatsme.Idon’twantyoutogo

Mnqobi,pleasedon’tleaveme.

Me:[hertearsfallingonmyshirtwasa

greatmomentbecauseitmeantthatwe’ve

reachedcommonground,GodknowsI’d

ratherdiethenleavethiswoman,she’sallI

got,calm]IloveyouReneilwe,Ihateitwhen

peopletreatyoulikeadog.I’llneverleave

youifyouneedmethere.Ijustwantto

loveyouuntilyoulearntoloveyourselfand



me.

Reneilwe:[wipeshertears,calm]Iknowwe

arehavingamoment,butIreallyneedto

pee,nojoke,struuu.

[02/20,14:06]Wdz: Insert5

Themomentwearrivedatherapartment,

shepulledoutagunandthrewmeout,

whilecursingatmeasusual.Itried

convincingherotherwisebutshejust

cockedhergun.Istormedoutofthereand

wenttomyfriend’sapartment.Itoldthem

everythingandaskedthattheydriveme

home.SincethenIhaven’tbeenlisteningto

myheart.It’sbeenthreedays,wejustre-

openedtheclinicsoit’sbacktotheonly

thingthatIknowhowtodowell.Iwas

sittinginmyoffice,whenGracestormedin

cryinghereyesout.Icomfortedherbecause



we’vebothcomealongway.

Me:[Igotheraglassofwaterwithsome

sugarinsideandhelpedherdrink]what’s

goingon?

Grace:Ilosteverything,Mikeisthreatening

toleavewithmykids.

Me:Hecan’tdothat,you’vebeenagood

mothertothosekids.

Grace:Idon’thaveanymoneytosupport

them,wearelivinginpoverty.Ihadto

movebacktoparent’shouse.

Me:Haveyouappealedthatyourcredibility

berestored?



Grace:Theboardhasmadeadecision,I’ve

beenlookingforajobbutnoluck.

Me:Myfriendislookingforareceptionistat

hisfirm,Icouldputinawordforyou.

Grace:[wipeshertears]Thankyousomuch,

friend.

Me:Mikeisanass,hedoesn’tdeservea

womanlikeyou.

Grace:Stopsayingthat,youknowhowmy

parentsfeelaboutyou.Don’tputpetrolon

thefireplease.

Me:[whydidn’tIjustfallinlovewithsuch



aneasygoingwoman?IloveReneilwebutI

don’tknowhowlongIcantakebeingafool

forher,Iaccompaniedhertohercar]Drive

safely,prepareforaninterview.

Grace:Thankssomuchfriend.

****************Reneilwe*****************

Idon’tregretanything,Mnqobihadtogo

becauseI’m reallynotwifematerial.The

lastrelationshipIhadwasbackinhigh

schoolandhetookmeforafool.Itumeleng

hasbeenaskinglotsofquestions.I’mback

tomakingmoney,Daddyhasbeentaking

othergirlswhichisgoodriddanceforbad

rubbish.YesterdayhetookNtombiand

Nandi,Ihaven’tseenthem since,Iguess

theyarenursingthemselves.Servesthem



right,Ifoundoutthatmyinvestmentsare

worth2.5million,Ihave50000inmy

savingsaccountsoIhavedecidedtowork

lessandspendmoretimewithmybaby.

whileI’m makingdinnerIhearaloudbang

onthedoor,IopenandadrunkMnqobifalls

intomyarms.

Mnqobi:I’vetriedbutIcan’t,Iloveyou,I

loveyouandIcan’thelpit.

Me:[Idraghim tothecouchandclosethe

door,Idishup]Itupleasegoeatinyour

room.

Itumeleng:AlrightMommy[takesherplate

andgoestoherroom]

Me:[Iaccompanyhim tothebedroom,take



offhisjeansandshoes,tackhim in.Igoeat

withmybaby,thentackherin.washthe

dishesandlockthedoor,thengettobed

withasnoringman]Whatam Igoingtodo

withthismanmara?

Mnqobi:[pullshercloseandlayswetkisses

onherneck]Imissedyousomuch.

Me:[withinminuteswewerebothnaked,he

wassuckingonmybreasts,Ipullhishead

offme]Areyousurethisiswhatyouwant?

Mnqobi:[smasheshislipsonhersand

kissesherroughly,makinghermoaninhis

mouth]yes.

Me:[hesuckedonmybreastswhilehis

fingerswererubbingonmypumpkin.He



thenkissedmeuntilhereachedmypalace,

hespreadsmylegsandstartedmuffingme,

I’veneverhadanyonegivemethiskindof

entertainment.Histonguewasdoingthings

Ican’texplaintome,Itoremysheetsas

hewentdeeperintome.Icametwiceinhis

mouthandhecameuptokissmybelly

button.Hisfingerwentinsideofme,making

megaspforair.Heincreasedhispacewhile

myemotionsaregoingcrazy,thenhe

stoppedwhichpissedmeoff]don’tdothis

tome.

Mnqobi:whereareyourrubbers?

Me:Mytubesaretied,[myclittwitched,I

pullhim closeandlockmylegsaroundhim]

Mnqobi:[ticklesherandsheletsgo,then



pullshertotheedgeofthebedputsherleg

onhisshoulder,slamsintoherfastandhard.

Makinghermoanhissurname,herbody

tensesupandsheshakesuncontrollably.He

turnsheraroundmakingherkneelonthe

bedwhilehebangsheruntilhefeelshisbody

tenseup,thenheblowsupinsideofher

releasinghislastgroanbeforecollapsingon

topofherforafewminutes.Thenheputs

herontopofhim andsherideshim until

theybothreachtheirclimax.Theygotakea

showerthenclimbintobed,hekissesher

nose]Iloveyouwoman.

Me:[Ifoundmyselfsmiling,thiswasthebest

sessionI’vehadinages,IwastiredyetI

wantedmore.Talkaboutamanwhocan

usehismachine,thatwasflippinGreat.Tju

heheldmefrom behindandweboth

passedout,thenextdayIwokeupalone]

Mnqobi?



Mnqobi:[puttingonhisshirt,panicking]what

happenedlastnight?howdidIenduphere?

Me:Nothinghappenedlastnight,youwere

drunkwithabrokenheart.[Iclimboutof

bedandgetdressed,thenmakemybaby

breakfastandwakeherup,shebathsand

preparestogo]Mnqobipleasedropoff

Itumeleng.

Mnqobi:Alright,let’sgoItumeleng.

Me:[Ioutachairforhim]Comeeat

breakfast.

Mnqobi:whyareyoubeingnicetome?

LookI’m sorryforturningupherelastnight



butIstilllovemylife.

Me:IfIwantedtokillyou,Iwouldhave

doneitlastnight.[weatebreakfastand

theyleft,Iwenttotakeahotshower

thinkingaboutlastnight,Ifoundmyself

singingintheinthewaterandlaughingby

myself.DoIreallyhavefeelingsforhim oris

thisthemorningafterfeeling?Iwentoutof

theshowerandgotdressed,myphonerings]

Hello.

Mnqobi:Iknowwhathappenedlastnight.

Me:how’syourhead?

Mnqobi:Youractingweird,whoareyouand

whathaveyoudonetoReneilwe.



Me:stopbeingsarcastic,isn’tthiswhatyou

wanted?AsoftReneilwe?

Mnqobi:Okay,Ipromisenottoturnupat

yourdoorthenexttimeI’m drunk.Bye[hangs

up]

Me:[Ilookedatthephonedisappointed,

MaybeIshouldgivehim achance,that’sif

hestillwantsit.Isetonthecouchand

watchedtherepeatoftheQueen]

[02/20,14:06]Wdz: Insert6

Me:[asIwassittingthererelaxing,thedoor

openedandbeforeIcouldtakeoutagun,

theyheldmefrom behindandplacedacloth

onmymouth,thenitwaslightsoutforme.

IwaswokenupbyasplashofwaterandI



hadablurrysite]

HerFather:Wefinallyfoundyou,youevil

rat.

HerUncle:Thegoddessiscomingto

prepareherforthesacrifice.

Me:WhatdidIeverdotoyouThomas?

Whyareyouseekingtokillme?

HerFather:Whereisyoursister?

Me:[Iwasgladthattheydidn’tfind

itumeleng,calm]Youcankillme,Idon’t

carebutyouwillneverfindmysister.



HerUncle:Stubbornlikeyourstupiddead

mother.

Thegoddess:[arriveslaughingontopofher

lungs]We’llhaveafeast.

HerFather:whencanwestartthesacrifice?

Thegoddess:Wehavetostarveherfor

threedays,thenwecanbringinthespiritto

dwellinher.

HerUncle:Whatshouldwedototheother

girl?

Thegoddess:Getmeherheartandwomb

assheisstillpure.



Me:Whypapa?

HerUncle:Thisistheonlywaywecankeep

thefamilywealthyandhealthy.

Thegoddess:drugher,sothatherbodywill

besoftwhensheentersher.

HerFather:Callthenurseandtheboysto

holdher.

Me:[Icouldn’tcryanymore,thiswasbound

tohappentomesonoonecanhelpmeor

findme]youareheartlessandwilldiea

horrifying,embarrassingdeath.

Nurse:[injectsher]Thisisforsleepingwith

myhusbandandson.



************Mnqobi*************

IdroppedoffItumelengandcouldn’tbelieve

thatIgavemysainthoodtoReneilwe.Yes

sheisthefirstwomenI’vesleptwithinmy

entirelife.Iimmediatelytookmybagsand

headedtothemedicalsummitin

Johannesburg.Imustsaythispasttwohave

beenhectic,wehardlysleptwithallthe

changeswehadtocomeimplementinour

practisesarehuge.Iarrivedandturnonmy

cellphoneandsaw12missedcalls,7

voicesnotes.Icalledthenumberback

beforegettingintobed.

Me:[relaxed]Hello,who’sthis?

Itumeleng:[sniffing]IsMommywithyou?



Me:[bored]Whywouldshebewithme?

Itumeleng:[crying]Shehasn’tbeenhomefor

twodaysnow.

Me:[worried]Haveyoutriedcallingher?

Whoareyouwiththere?

Itumeleng:Sheleftherphonehere,[crying

helplessly]I’m alone[hangsup]

Me:[Itakemycarkeys,drivetotheir

apartmentandIknockonthedoor]

ItumelengOpenit’sMnqobi.

Itumeleng:[opensthedoorwithredeyes]

whatifThomaskilledmymom?



Icalmedherdownandmadehersomething

toeat.Iaskedheraboutherfamilyandshe

didn’tknowanythingaboutherbackground.I

tackedherinandaskedaroundifanyone

hadseenReneilweleavingwithsomeoneor

something.Astreetkidsaidhesawmen

comingoutofthebuildingwithawoman

whowasunconscious,hegavemetheplate

numberafterIgavehim afewhundreds.I

calledmytrafficcopfriendandhetoldme

thecarbelongedtoThomasMokoena,I

askedhim tocheckthelocationofthecar

andhesaidhe’llgivemefeedback

tomorrowmorning.Iwentbacktothe

apartmentandreceivedacallfrom mydad.

HisFather:Son,Iwantyouonthefirst

flighthome.



Me:I’m nolongeralittleboy,soI’m not

comingthere.

HisFather:Ihadareallybaddream about

you,Iwantyouweresleepingwithan

animalsonpleasecomehome.

Me:Iwillnotsleepwithananimaldad.

HisFather:Sonpleasecamehome,Istill

needyou,I’m beggingyou.Me:Ican’tdoit

Dad.

HisFather:You’regoingtomeetalady

calledReneilwe,stayawayfrom herbyall

means.

Me:I’m notgoingtoleavethewomanIlove



becauseyousayso,forgetitDad.

HisFather:ListentomeLonwabo,I’m trying

tosaveyourlife.

Me:I’m nolongeraboy,Icantakecareof

myself.[Ihangupandgetinsidebed,her

smellisstillfreshonthepillowcase.Islept

andwaswokenup,byItumelengscreaming

inthemiddleofthenight,Iwentinherroom]

What’swrong?

Itumeleng:Wearenotsafehere,Iwantto

go.

Me:Calm downdear,Idon’tknowwhat

you’retalkingabout.



Itumeleng:[takesherpackedsuitcase,

shivering]GrannysaidIshouldrun,Thomas

iscomingforme.

Me:[Itookhersuitcaseandwestormedout

oftherewithoutthinkingtwice,thisThomas

guyisridingonmynerves.Wewenttomy

apartmentandIwroteanemailtoher

schoolprinciplethatshe’snotwell,thentried

puttingherinbed]Sleepyou’llneedit.

Itumeleng:Willmymommycomeback?

Me:I’llsearchforheruntilIfindher.

Itumeleng:Pleasesleepwithme,I’m scared.

Me:[Ilaidnexttoher,I’m notaviolent



personbutThomasMokoenaneedsaflight

tickettohellandI’mabouttoorganizehim

one,Ikneeled]GodIhavetriedtobea

betterperson,tocommittokindnessbut

rightknowmywifeismissingandIdon’t

knowwhethersheisaliveornot.If

somethinghappenstomywife,youbetterget

toThomasandhispeoplebeforeIdo.amen.

[02/20,14:06]Wdz: Insert7

Iwaswokenupbymyphoneringing,itwas

myconnectionhetoldmethatthecarwas

foundinanopenareainMpumalanga.AllI

couldthinkaboutwaswhatIwasgoingto

doiftheykilledmyflower.Y’allmustbe

wonderinghowafleshmanfrom varsity

openedhisownpracticewithoutanyone’s

assistancebutjustlikeeveryoneIhavea

past.AsaresultI’m agangleader,Thabang

andNaniaremyrighthandmen.Wherever



youseeme,theyarenotfarbehind.Thisis

oneofthereasonswhyIhaven’tbeenhome

inawhile.Igatheredthecrewandtookmy

daughtertothesafehouse.

Thabang:Doesthismeanyouarebackboss?

Me:[chuckles]Let’sjustfocusonfindingmy

wife.

Nani:Makabaisbacknigga’s.

Me:Howfararewe?

Driver:Wearejusttwohoursaway.

Thabang:Theguyshavealreadysurrounded



theplace.

Me:[Ikepttappingmyfoot,Ithoughtof

howcrazyIlovethiswoman,andhowI’dgo

bringherthemoon,ifshesodesired.We

wentdeepintothebushesandfounda

woodhouse.]Let’sdothislikepro’sfrom Kak

straat.[sh*tstreet]

Them:Makaba.

Me:[wegotinsideandIsearchedevery

room,Ihadagroanandopenthedoor.

Somethingthatlookedhalfwolfandhalf

humanwithsnakeskinwassuckingallthe

bloodfrom myflower.ShelookedThinand

powerless,Istartedshootinganditturnedto

lookatme]NotwithmywifeB***!!!



Her:[withRedbloodyeyeballs,angry]Sheis

mine.

Me:[Ithrewteargasatherandshe

screamed]Gobacktohells’febe.[whileshe

fellonthefloor,Itookmyflowerandrushed

outwithher]

Thabang:[meetshim outside]Whatshould

wedowiththatthing?

Me:chainherandputherassinaroom,the

restyoucandoasitpleasesyou.

Nani:[nods]Makaba.

Igetinsidemycarwithmyunconscious

otherhalf,shedidn’thaveenoughbloodto



lastfivehours.Herboneswereoutsideonly

coveredbyskin,whichscaredthenonsense

outofme.Shewasslowingturninggrey,3

hourslaterwegottoPretoria.Iimmediately

gaveherabloodtransfusion,afterwhat

seemedlikeforevershestartedvibrating.I

examinedherandfoundthatshehad

contactedaninfectionthatdestroyslivecells

inherbody.Isentherintoaninducedcoma

asthatwouldslowbodyactivitywhileItry

givehermedication.ThenIwenttothesafe

housetocheckonItumeleng,shewas

peacefullysleeping.SoIbathedandwentto

seeThomasandhisbrother.

Me:Idon’tseektroublebutyouseekmy

troublewhy?Whattypeofinlawsareyou?

HerFather:[laughing]Youweretoolateto

saveher,sheispartofitnow.



Me:Luckilyyourdevilisunderme,soI’lllet

itdealwithyou.

HerUncle:[peesinpantswithfear]This

wasn’tmyidea,pleaseletmego.

Me:Malumeshutup,youareinnoposition

toaskforfavours.

HerFather:Toliveordieisthesametome

now.

Me:That’sgreatbecauseIplantostarve

herbeforeshecanseeyou.

HerUncle:PleaseIdon’twanttodie.



Me:TellmehowtosaveReneilwe.

HerUncle:[shivering]youinterruptedthe

process,asyoufoundherinherthirdform,

Onlyshecansaveherselfnow.Becausewe

madeheraprostitutesoshecangetus

power,everymanshesleptwithwetookhis

money.

Me:IwonderwhyIescapedthatone.

HerFather:Youweren’tsupposedtocome

toherthissoon.

HerUncle:Wesawyouinthemirror,we

couldn’tpossessyoubecausewesawtoo

muchlightsurroundingyou.



Me:Youbetterpraythatmywifedoesn’tdie

becauseifshedies,[Iturnontheair

conditiontofreezetheroom andswitchoff

thelight]Goodnight.

Nani:Itumelengisawake.

Me:[Iwenttoseeherandshesetonthe

corner]Goodmorningmylady.

Itumeleng:[runsintohisarms]Papawhere

arewe?

Me:inasafeplace,[Iscoopherup]Let’sgo

eatbreakfast.

Itumeleng:[sniffing]Imissmymom.



Me:You’llseehersoonbutweneedto

prepareyouforschool.[shesulkedabout

thatasweatebreakfast,afterwardsshe

playedtv-gameswithNaniwhileIwentto

checkonmyflower.Herbodylookedreally

better,Itookheroutofthecomaasher

bodyhadfullyacceptedtheblood.Iwaited

forhertowakeup,whileIrestedmyhead

onherstomach]Imissyou,thewayyou

smile,thewayyoucurseatme.Thewayto

placeyourlegsbetweenminewhenwesleep,

Imisshearingyoushoutmyname.Ineed

youtofightthisforus,itumelengandour

future.Iloveyousomuch,Ican’texplainit.

Thabang:[knocksandcomesin]Youneed

toseethis.

Me:[Ikisshernoseandlips]I’llbebackfor



you.[IwentoutwithThabang]whatisit?

Nani:[blowingglueinsideapaperbag]That

thinghaschangedintoavampire.

Me:[Icouldseehowpanickedtheyare,it

wassofunny]thatmustbeherfourthform,

Isuggestnoonegoesclosetoit.

Them:[shocked,withtheireyespoppedout]

Fourthform!!!

Me:themightbemoredangerousForms,so

braceyourselves.

Thabang:F*ck!!!
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Me:[thecrewleftwithThabangandNani

afterwemovedmyflowerintomyapartment.

Ituwasexcitedandwantedhermotherto

openhereyes.Laterintheevening,Itack

herinandwenttosleepnexttomyflower.]

pleaseopenyoureyes,Iknowyoucanfight

this.youarestrongandundefeatedthat’s

whyIloveyou.

Reneilwe:[openshereyesandblinks]

wa..water..

Me:[Ijumpedoffthebed,broughtherwater

andsomefood,kissingherforeheadand

nose]thankyouforwakingup.

Reneilwe:[tearsstartfalling]IthoughtIwas

goingtodie.



Me:mywifeisn’tthedyingtype.[Ipullher

tolayherheadonmychest]FatherLordwe

thankyouforbringingusbacktogether

again,thankyouforsavingmywife.Ipray

Godthatwemayloveoneanotherandtake

careofeachotheralways.Amen.

Reneilwe:[holdinghim tighter,sniffing]thank

youforfindingme.

Me:I’m heretoloveyou,ourdaughteris

sleepinginthenextroom.

Reneilwe:I’m hungry.

Me:[Iremoveherdripandeverything,

scoopherupandwegotothekitchen]



What’sonyourmind?

Reneilwe:Worswithwhitebread,plusorange

juice.

Me:[Imakeherfoodandwatchhereating,

thenwetakeitbacktothebedroom]Get

somesleep,loveyou.

Reneilwe:Pleaseteachmehowtoloveyou.

Me:it’ssimple,takemyhandandneverlet

go.

Reneilwe:[putsherlegsbetweenhisandlies

onhischest]IwantmyringMnqobiwhere

isit?



Me:[from hertone,mywifewasbackfull

force,chuckles]Idon’tknow.

Reneilwe:Howdon’tyouknow?Youbetter

lookforitandfindit.

Me:[laughing]Mywifeisacharacterpeople.

Reneilwe:I’M NOTJOKINGMNQOBI,IWANT

MYRING!

Me:[laughingtotears]Mylifejustgot

interesting,I’llgiveittoyoufirstthinginthe

morning.

Reneilwe:[sitsupandstaresathim]doI

havetocomplainbeforegettingarealkiss,

Lonwabo.



Me:[chuckles,Isitupandweshareakiss

whichlandsherontopofme,makingme

hornyasf*ck,Ipullout]BabeI’m

uncomfortable.

Reneilwe:[tearshisshirtandkisseshisbare

chest,herhandgoesinsidehispantsand

holdshismanhood]sh*tImissedyou.

Me:[withinsecondsourclotheswereall

overthefloorandshewasgivingmeablow]

Sh*tReneilwe.[hermouthwaswarm,it

mademegocrazy]damnit.[Iblewupinher

mouthandsheincreasedherpace,shetook

meoutofthisworld,IheldherhairasI

cameforthesecondtime,shestoppedand

pushedmebackonthebed,shestarted

riding]f*ckRee.



Reneilwe:[ridesuntilsheissatisfied,

collapsesonhim]thanksforallowingme.

Me:what’smineisyours,nowwereally

havetowakeupandbath.

Reneilwe:[removesherselfandtheygotake

ashowertogether.shepreparesbreakfastin

hisshirtandboxers]wakeherupplease.

Me:[lookingatherinmykitchen,mademy

heartdance]okaylove.

**************Reneilwe**************

Iwasstaringatdeath,theydeniedmewater.

Icouldn’tfightastheyinjectedmewith



thingsthatmademehungry.Theyleftme

withawomanwhocutmyneckandstarted

suckingmedry.Ifeltthepainasmyblood

leftme.justasIgaveintodeath,I’m given

anotherdaytolivebecauseofMnqobi.We

atebreakfastandhetookItumelengto

schoolaftergivingmemyringback.I

cleanedtheplaceandprepareduslunch.I

heardaknockandansweredthedoor.

Hisfather:whathaveyoudonewithmyson,

satan?

Hismother:[pushesheroutofthewayand

searchestheapartment]Ithinksheatehim.

Me:whatareyoutakingabout?Whoate

who?



Mnqobi:[enterscarryingwhiteroses,then

seeshisparents]what’sgoingonhere.

Me:[thepeoplewerepouringmewithall

sortsofthings,IranbehindMnqobi]they

claim Iateyou.

Mnqobi:Tatastopallthis,youarescaring

mywife.

Hismother:Yourwhat?

Mnqobi:[pullshertothefrontandgivesher

theroses]putthem insidethevas.

Hisfather:shewillneverbeyourwife.



Mnqobi:Reneilweismywife,Idon’tcare

whetheryoulikeherornot.Iloveherand

shelovesme,soyouallcanjumpoffa

cliff.

Hismother:justbecauseyoukilled your

grandparentsdoesn’tmeanyouhaveto

marryananimal.

Mnqobi:[sigh]whenareyougoingtoforgive

me,itwasamistake.

Hisfather:wearetryingtokeepyoufrom

makingmoremistakes.

Me:[tearscamewithoutwarning,I’m always

hatedeverywhereIgo.Firstlyitwasmy

familyandnowmyinlaws.Imissmymother,

shewouldalwaysholdmetightandmake



mefeelloved.Ifeltabitdizzyandwokeup

onthefloorwithablurryview]

Mnqobi:[holdingher,worried]babe,[scoops

herup]

Hisparent:[shouting]FIRE!!!Fire!!!

Me:[IjustheldMnqobiandcriedmyeyes

out]

Mnqobi:[angry]Leavemyhouse!!!youwill

notkillmybabyforme!

Hisparents:[shockedanddefeated]

PREGNANT!!!howcouldthisbe?



Me:[Itriedtoanswerbuthegavemea

deathstare,Ilaidonhisshoulderashe

rubbedmyback,I’mlovedbyalunaticshame

]
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Idon’tknowhowbuthisparentswere

frozenonthecouch.Hedishedupand

moanedwhileeatinghislunch.Thenheleft

us,sayingthathe’llbeback,Ibeggedhim to

staybuthesaidIneedtogetusedtohis

parentsnow.Iwasheddisheswhilehis

parentstaredatmyevermove.LaterIwent

totheroom andtookanap,Iwaswokenup

byahorriblepainonmyabdomen.Itried

gettingoffthebed,that’swhenIsawblood

onthesheets.Iscreamedandhismother

camerushingin.

Me:[mybloodhaddarkclots,mylower



bodywasinexcruciatingpain]Pleasehand

memyphone.

HisMother:Tata,izapha[comehere].

Me:[Iclosedmyeyesthepainspreadall

overmybody]Pleaseit’sonthekitchen

table.

Itumeleng:[entersanddropsherbags]

Mommy,what’sgoingon?

Me:Calltheambulanceforme,baby.

Itumeleng:[callsthe ambulanceandcrying]

Mommydon’tleavemeagain.



Paramedics:Pleasemoveaway[theyput

heronthestretcher]

Itumeleng:[followsherintotheambulance

andholdsherhand]You’llbefinemommy.

Me:[holdingherhand]Iloveyousomuch

baby,you’rethebestbabyever,don’tcryI’ll

befine.

***************Mnqobi**************

Ileftthehouseandwenttothesafe

housetogetmoreanswersfrom thosetwo

witches,Imeanwhyaremyparentssaying

she’sananimal.Ipouredthatthingwith

petrolandburntit,thenwenttotheoldmen.

Theywereshiveringwhichwassocuteto

watch,Iturnedonthelightandswitched



offtheaircondition.Itakeachairandseat

nexttothem,theylookedahundredyears

olderthantheyare.

Me:I’m backformoreanswers,ismywife

ananimal?

Heruncle:[shivering]No,theeggthatitlaid

insideofherisnotyetawakened.

Me:Whateggareyoutalkingabout?

HerFather:Thenurseopenedherupand

laidaneggonher.

Me:HowdoIeliminatethisegg?



HerUncle:shehastohaveamiscarriage

andtheymustcleanherproperly.

Me:Youhavereallybeenagoodunclebut

everythinghasanend.

HerUncle:Pleasedon’tkillme.

Me:Youshouldhavethoughtofthatbefore

takingmywife.

Thabang:[enterswithchains,smiling]the

carsareready.

Me:Theyareallyours,doasyouplease.[I

standup,asIwalkout,Iseeawhat’sapp

from mydaughter.Ismiledbecauseshe

tookapictureofmywife,smile]Reneilwe



justhadamiscarriage.

Nani:I’m sor….

Me:It’sthebestnewsever,thisf*cksdidme

afavourbyuntyinghertubes.

Thabang:Makabajuniorontheway.

Me:[Ileftthem andwenthometotakea

shower,Iwentinsideandmyparentslooked

atmewithsympathy]Stoplookingatme

likethat.

HisFather:Shelostthebabyson.

Me:Iguesswearenoweven,Itookyour



parentsandyoutookmybaby.

HisMother:Wedidn’tknowshewas

pregnant.

Me:mywifeisagoodperson,justgivehera

chanceandIkilledtheanimalinsideher,so

pleasedon’tmakeherfeelunwanted.Her

familyshowedherenoughofthat,rightnow

I’m tryingmybesttofillthevoidshehas.[I

wenttotakeashowerandwearclean

clothes]

HisFather:we’llgiveherachance,son.

Me:thanks,[Idishupformyselfagain]You

havetogoback,Vuyo’sweddingis

tomorrow.



HisMother:Theweddingispostponed,your

sisterbeatupVincent.Hisgotfourbroken

ribs.

Me:[laughing]theregoesmyprodigalcrown.

TwoweekswentbywhileReneilwe

complainedabouthowherbankbalanceis

notincreasing.Shewantstogobacktothe

streetandIcan’tallowthat.I’m working

hardtoplantmyseedsinherbutsheisnot

givingmeachancewiththoseprevention

pillsshetakes.Wealwaysargueabouthow

sheshouldleaveprostitution,sheeven

movedbacktoherapartment.That’sthe

thingaboutlovingsomeonewhodoesn’t

loveyouback,theydoastheypleaseand

don’tcarehowyoufeelaboutit.Itumeleng

wenttoacampwithherschoolmates,I’m



drivingbacktoworkbecausewehavea

workemergency.I getthereandfind

Reneilwebeatenonthestretcher.

Me:whydidyoucallmenurse?

Nurse:Sheaskedsayingyou’reherdoctor.

Me:PleasecalldoctorTladi,[thenurse

leaves]

Reneilwe:[whispering]Helpme.

Me:Youneverlistentome,whyshouldI

listentoyou?

Reneilwe:Iknowthatyouloveme,please



don’tletmedie.

Me:Thisiswhatyouwanted,thispainyour

feelingissmallcomparedtothepainyou’re

goingtofeel,whenyoucrawlonyourbelly

justtobathyourself.Youaretraumatizing

mydaughterwithallthisirresponsible

behaviourofyours.Nowyouhavetwo

brokenlegsrejoice,you’regoingtobeona

wheelchairforthenext4months.

Reneilwe:[crying]Pleasegivemeanother

chanceMnqobi.

Me:[shelookedsoafraidofbeingona

wheelchair,calm]DoctorMolotoyou,here

comesdoctorTladi.

Reneilwe:[holdshishandtight,screaming]



PLEASEMYHUSBAND,IBEGYOU!

DoctorTladi:[smiles]Nursepleasetakeher

towardthree.

Me:You’reingoodhandsMissMokoena

[watchingherbeingwheeledtotheward,

hurtbutmywifedoesn’tlistenhopefullythis

willbeawake-upcallforher]

Nurse:Issheyourwifeforreal?

Me:shouldn’tyoubeattendingtopatients?

WhichiswhatIpayyoufor.
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Idecidedtotakeabreakfrom my

surroundingbecausethereasonReneilweis



treatingmelikesh*tisbecausesheknows

I’m allonher.IboughtatickettoZanzibar,

foraholiday.IplacedDoctorTladiincharge,

untilIdecidetocomeback.Igotonthelast

flightoutofSAandasIwassittingthere

mindingmyownbusiness,someonepopped

up.

Her:OhmyGoodness,Mnqobi!?

Me:[surprised]Zweleka?[wehuggedand

thiswomanstillsmelledamazingasever]

Whereto?

Zweleka:samedestination,Ihaveabusiness

conference.[lookingathisfinger]Iseeyou

stillunmarried.

Me:Lifedoesn’talwaysworkoutforallofus.



Zweleka:Wellthatmeanswecanpickup

whereweleftoff.

Me:[Ijustthrewawayallsenseoutthe

window,relaxed]Idon’tknowbutwecould

try.

Zweleka:Hopefullyyou’renotoverreligious

anymore.

Me:[webrokeupbecauseshewantedto

havesexandIwasn’tthere,embarrassed]Oh

that’soldnews.

Zweleka:[shechangesseatstositnextto

him]Wegoingtohavesomuchfun.



*************Reneilwe****************

Fourmonthsinawheelchairwasjusthard

butitpushedmetochasingmydreams.It’s

timeIputmydressmaking,cookingand

businessqualificationsinaction.Iboughta

newdrawingboardandaMachine.Itook

myinvestmentearnings,openedawedding

shop.WhereIshowcase,mydressandcake

designs.Ihaveformedanonlinecostumer

storewhichmeansItravelalot.Itumeleng

andMnqobicalleachotherfrom timeto

time,butmycallsareonignoresoIlethim

beafterIsincerelyapologized.TodayIwent

toremovemybandagesandtookwalking

sticks.OhbythewayNtombiandNandiare

nowmyb*tches,theycallmebossbaby.my

drivertookmetoJHBwhereI’m based.

Nandi:[lookingatorders]wehavereceived



massiveordersfrom MissVuyolwetuMolo,

thatneedtobedeliveredinEasternCape.

Me:wellyouandNtombicanhandlethat

order.

Ntombi:butthecakehastobefresh.

Me:Nandiwillflywiththedresstomorrow

andyou’llflyonthedaywiththecake.

Nandi:Ireallywishedyoucouldgoonthis

one,thatladycomplainsabouteverything.

Me:Areyousayingnotoafivestarhotel

treatment?



Ntombi:Ohhellno,I’llgo.

Me:[IwenttomyofficeandcreatedMagic

whichiswhatI’m goodat.Thestaffleftme

tolockupandgohomebutIcouldn’t.i

keptsawinguntilIfeltmylegcomplain,Itook

ateabreakandrealisedthatit’s1am.I

calledthedriverandwelockedup,thenhead

home.Thethingabouthavingmoneyisyou

justaffordstaff]Sophiepleasegetmybags,

goodnight.

Sophie:Madam,yourdaughterisrefusingto

sleep.

Me:thanksI’lltakeitfrom here.[Iwent

upstairsandwentinsideitu’sroom]tomor….

OhsorryI’llcomebacklater.



Itumeleng:nocomein,daddywantsto

makeannouncement.

Me:No,babyIhadalongdayIneedtorest.

Mnqobi:I’m gettingmarriedandI’dlikemy

daughtertobethere.

Me:[Ifeltlikesomeonejustpouredmewith

coldwaterbutlifehappens,Icalmedmyself]

congratulations,whenisthewedding?

Mnqobi:[thrownoff]onthe9thof

December.

Itumeleng:Ican’tmommyisshowcasingin

NewYorkonthatday.



Me:[shejustgavemysecretsoutjustlike

that,irritated]Itumelengwespokeaboutthis.

Itumeleng:it’sgoodnews,noneedtohide

it.

Mnqobi:Whatelseareyouhiding?

Itumeleng:Mommyjoinedachurch,bought

usanewhouse,carsandstartedherown

businessinJozi.

Mnqobi:[shocked]Wowthisfourmonths

havereallychangedyou,I’m pro…Zwelekais

callingme.

Me:goodnightItumeleng.[Iwalkedoutand

wenttomyroom,Icriedmyeyesoutand



tooksleepingpills.Hisgettingmarriedin7

days,IshouldhaveheldonwhenIhadthe

chanceandkneeled]LordIaskthatyougive

mestrengthtostandinwisdom,knowing

thatyouloveme.Amen.

***************Mnqobi***************

This4monthshavebeennice,Zwelekais

freespiritedandknowswhatshewantsin

life.shehelpedmeforgetaboutReneilweand

that’swhyIdecidedtotietheknotwithher.

Apartfrom thefactthatshedrinksalot,she

isgoodperson.Ihavekeptcontactwithmy

daughterandblockedhermotherbyall

means,shesentmeanemailapologizing

andIdeletedit.IthoughtIgotridofbad

rubbishbuttodayIfoundoutthat,whileI

wasawayshemadea360degreeschange

ofherlifewhichwasaslapacrosstheface



buttheworstpartwasshewasstillwearing

theringIboughther.IjustlandedinEastern

Capeformysister’swedding,Thabangand

Nanicametofetchme.

Nani:WelcomebackMfana.

Thabang:[getshissuitcasesinsidethecar

andtheystartdriving]Ithoughtyouwere

comingwithyourfiancée.

Me:Shehadtogoseeherparents,so

whatdidImiss?

Nani:WellMrsMokoenaisnowarichlady,

sheemployedNtombiandNandiasher

assistants.Plushercompanyistheonethat

designedyoursister’sweddingdressand

cake.



Thabang:Butdon’tworry,sheissending

NtombiandNanditodelivereverything.

Me:Wellthat’sgreatnewsonher.

Thabang:I’m gladyouareoverherbecause

IthinkIwanttomarryherifshegivesmea

chance.

Nani:That’sifIdon’tgettoherfirst.[takes

outhisphonewithReneilweasthescreen

saviour]ThiswillbeMrsNaniMnguni.

Me:[Iwasjealousasf*ck,Ilookedather

pictureandshehadchangedfrom bonnyto

ToniBraxton]myexesareofflimitsforyou

guys.



Thabang:[stopsthecarinthemiddleofthe

highway]What!?

[02/20,14:07]Wdz: Insert9continuation

Me:I’m tiredandIjustwanttogethome.

Nani:Ithoughtsotoo.

Me:[wedrovehomeandpeoplewere

singingweddingsongseverywhereandbusy

preparingmeals,tomysurpriseIfound

ZwelekawithmyMother]Hello,Ithoughtyou

wenthome.

Zweleka:[standsandhugshim]Ma,needed

mehere.



HisMother:Shesuchagoodgirl,Ilikeher

morenowthatwearegoingtobefamily

soon.

Me:[Ikissherforeheadandheadtomy

room,leavemysuitcasesandgoseeVuyo]

finallymadeittothealter.

Vuyolwetu:[oncall]IWANTTOSPEAKTO

THEOWNER,DON’TTELLMESHE’SSICK.

MYWEDDINGISTOMORROWDAMNIT,MY

DRESSNEEDSTOBEALTERED.

Receptionist:IwillhaveMissMokoenatalk

toyouassoonasIcangetheronphone.

Vuyolwetu:[hugsherbrother,hangsup]How

wasZanzibar?



Me:itwasgreat,what’swrong?

Vuyolwetu:Mydesignerisrefusingtocome

tomywedding,thatgirlisthebest[unzips

herdress]Imeanlookatthis.Ineedtothank

herinperson.

Me:Maybesheisreallysick,youcanmeet

herafterthewedding.

Vuyolwetu:Iguessso,congratulationson

yourcomingwedding.

****************Reneilwe*****************

Ifinallytookofftheringwithtearsflowing,

theshamewasjusttoomuch.Ijustlocked



myselfinsidemyroom andateice-cream,

watchingactionmovies.Myworkphone

vibratedreceivingthehundredthvoicenote

from ourclient.Istoodupandtookalong

shower,thenworemybiggirlpanties.I

skypedVuyo,beforeshepissesmeoff,asI

doublecheckedherdressbeforesendingit

toher,myeyeswerered.Sheansweredina

cheerfulmood,whichpissedmeoffeven

more.

Me:MissMolo,what’swrongwiththe

dress?

Vuyo:Nothing,it’spref…..waitwhathappened

toyourengagementring?

Me:[IcouldhearMnqobiinthebackground,

tearsthreatenedtofall]Iwasn’tgood



enoughforhim.

Vuyo:I’m sorrygirl,butIshowedmysister

inlawyourdesignsandsheisgameon

buying.

Me:[Idranksomewaterandtookadeep

breath,calm]That’sgoodnewstomyears.

Vuyo:Mnqobicomehere,yourwifesaid

you’repayingforthedress.

Mnqobi:[conflictedlookingatReneilwe]how

mucharethecosts?

Vuyo:Shechosesilkyoneinthenewrage.



Me:Thedressis17000and3000for

transportation,whendoyouwantit?

Mnqobi:[tohissister]Pleaseexcuseus,[she

standsandleavestheroom,helocks]I’m

sorryRee.

Me:it’sokay,Ipushedyoutoofar.There’s

noneedforyoutoapologize,Iunderstand.

Mnqobi:wellIdon’tunderstand,Iloveyou.

Me:Mnqobiplease,letsleepingdogslie,I

thinkyoushouldendthingswithmy

daughter.

Mnqobi:[hearsaknock]Answermycalls,

weneedtotalk.



Me:Nowedon’t[Idisconnectandcry

somemore]

**************Mnqobi*************

MysisterwasgivingReneilwepraises,if

shefindsoutthehistorybetweenus.shewill

hatemeandI’m notjustsayingthat.Igot

tospeaktoherandhereyeswerepuffy

meaningshe’sbeencrying.Ithurttoseeher

likethat,Iimmediatelyregrettedleavingher

withdoctorTladithatday,Ishouldhave

stayedbyherside.Iopenedthedoorandmy

fathercameinwithadisappointedlook.

Me:TataIcanexplain.



HisFather:IknowthatIdidn’tlikeReneilwe

atfirstbutthelittletimewespenttogether,

Irealisedthatshe’sagoodgirl.Idon’tknow

what’srushingyoutomarrysomeoneyou

don’tlove.

Me:wellI….

HisFather:Zwelekaisnotpregnant,so

what’stherushallabout?Whathappened

betweenyouandReneilwe?

Me:sheis…wellwasaprostitutewhenyou

mether.Wearguedaboutherstoppingand

that’swhenIsawnohopeinher.

HisFather:Iseeyoureadthebibleupside

down,sowhydoyouwantherback.



Me:whileIwasbusywithZweleka,she

becamesomethingthatI’vealwayswanted.

HisFather:Wellyourunclesaregoingto

seeZweleka’speopleonFriday,Solet

Reneilwegobecauseyouclearlyneverloved

her.

Me:Buti…

HisFather:Yournolongerachild,aman

stickstohisdecisions.Let’sgodinneris

served.

Me:[weallsetatthedinnertableandas

myfatherwasprayingZwelekawaseating

liketheuniversebelongstoher,afterthe



prayer,mymotherlookedatmeandshook

herhead]Thisfoodhastoomuchsalt.

HisMother:That’sexactlyhowtherestof

yourlifelookslike.

Me:Zwelekayoumadethisfood!?[my

wholefamilylaughedtheirlungsout,atmy

misery]

Nothando:babeI’m cravingfriedchips.

[Luthandostandsup]

Zweleka:[eatinglikenothingishappening]

HisMother:Reneilwecookedtentimes

betterthanthis,lookatthatspinach.It’s

swimminginwater,themeatishalfdone



andsalty.

HisFather:Thiswillcausemyhighblood

pressuretorise.
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Itookhertotheguesthouseandwespent

thenightthere.Thenextdaywewokeup,

brightandearly.Wegotdressedanddrove

totheweddingvenue.Apartofmestillhas

astrongattachmenttoReneilwe,Zwelekais

morebeautifulandwell-manneredtentimes

betterthanher.Iwalkedmysisterinsidethe

churchandnoticedthatmyenemieswere

alsopresent.Anywaymysister’swedding

wentwellandnowweareonourwayto

Pretoria,Ireceivedacallfrom Itumeleng.

Me:HelloNana.



Itumeleng:[sniffing]Pa.

Me:What’swrong?

Itumeleng:Mommyhadaheartattacklast

night.

Me:[Shocked]whathappened?

Itumeleng:ShecriedallnightandSophie

foundheronthefloorthismorning.

Me:She’llbefinebaby.

Itumeleng:Idon’tknow,theysayshemight

notsurvivethis.



Me:Sheisastrongwoman.

Zweleka:[snatcheshisphone]Heyiwena

moloileavemyhusbandtodoenjoyhislife,

it’snotourfaultyourmotherwasaprostitute

whenyouwereborn,nowyou’reabustard

child,stopcallingmyhusband.Mxm.[hangs

up]Mnqobiifyouwantkids,let’smakethem.

Iwon’tdealwiththisnonsenseagain.

Me:[Islappedthenonsenseoutofherand

theguysheldmeoff]WHOTHEHELLDO

YOUTHINKYOUAREWENA!

Nani:Makabacalm down,thisiswrong.

Me:Stoprunningyourmouthinmybusiness.



Zweleka:[crying]YOUSTILLLOVETHAT

PROSTITUTEDON’TYOU?

Me:[Iwasjustfumingwithanger]IDARE

YOUTOCALLHERAPROSTITUTEAGAIN!!!

Thabang:No,manpeoplearewatching.

TheroadtoPretoriatookforever,thecar

wasn’tfastenough.ItriedcallingItumeleng

butshedidn’tanswermycalls.Themoment

wegottoPretoria,wedroppedoffZweleka

andsearchedeveryhospitalforRee.During

thedayIfoundheratSteveBikohospital,

shewasdischarged.Someguywaspushing

heronawheelchair,Ijustlostmymindand

rushedtowardsthem.



Me:Takeawalkboy!

Reneilwe:[holdsherchestandtakesadeep

breath]Pleaseexcuseus,Ken.

Ken:Alright.[stepsaway]

Reneilwe:[angry]Don’ttouchmeMnqobi,I’m

notsomeyoyo,thatyoucanjustplaywith

asyouwish.Whyareyouhere?Whereis

yourwife?

Me:Stoptellingmesh*tReneilwe,I’m not

goingtoallowyoutoplayontopofmy

head.

Reneilwe:LeavemealoneMnqobi,you’ve

causedmetwomiscarriagesalready.



Me:Ohthatwasallyou,shamekilling

innocentsouls.

Reneilwe:[emotional]Iwas6weeks

pregnantwhenyourfrienddecided Iwasn’t

fittobecameamother.[crying]hegaveme

amiscarriage,Ididn’tevenwantbecause

yousignedoffonit.[breathinghard]YOU

KILLEDOURCHILDMNQOBI!!!YOUKILLED

MYBABY!!![takesanotherdeepbreath]I

don’teverwanttoseeyouinmyentirelife.

Me:[myangerwasreducedtonothing,I

kneeledandlaidmyheadonherthigh,

tearsfell]I’m sorryRee,Ididn’tknow.

Reneilwe:[crying]Leaveandnevercome

back.Youtookalifefrom me,Ihateyou.



Me:[Ijustheldherandwecried]I’m sosorry.

Reneilwe:[pullsback,looksathim]Iwish

youallthebestwithyourupcomingwedding,

thankyouforteachingmehowtolove.

[looksback]Kencanwepleasego.

Me:I’m sorryRee.

****************Reneilwe********************

Iwakingupinthehospitalremindedmeof

whenDoctorTladilaughedinmyfaceashe

toldmeIdidn’tdeservetobeamother.The

painIfeltwasenoughtogivemeachange,

Kenfoundmeonthevergeofcommitting

suicide.OpeninguptoMnqobiaboutour



baby,mademefeelbetterandgaveme

closure.Kentookmehomeandgotinside

bedwithItumeleng.Ireceivedacallfrom a

privatenumber.

Me:ReneilweMokoenahello.

Her:Reneilweit’sMnqobi’smother,howare

youholdingup?

Me:[shocked]I’m recoveringandyou?

HisMother:Mnqobitoldmeeverything,I’m

sorrybaby.

Me:it’sokayMa,thismightbeablessing

ashewasn’tseriousaboutmarryingme.



HisMother:Heaskedthatyouplease

forgivehim.

Me:Ma,hesignedoffonkillingourchild,I

forgavehim alongtimeago.

HisMother:Hestoppedtheweddingsowe

cancleanseyou.

Me:Withallduerespect,don’ttake

advantageofmebecauseIhavenofamily.I

don’twanttoseeyoursonanywherenear

me.Hekilledmewhenhemurderedmybaby

andhecalledmyonlysurvivingchilda

bustard.

HisMother:Zwelekadidthat,notmyson.



Me:Hiswifewasrightnexttohim ,when

shesaidit.pleaseleavemealoneallofyou,

I’vealreadysufferedaheartattackplease.

HisMother:Youloveeachother,allthis

angeryouhavetowardshim isbecauseyou

lovehim.Hefeelsthesamewayaboutyou

butrightnowhefeels guiltyforkillingyour

child.Youneedeachothermorenowthan

neverbefore.

Me:[Ihangupandhugmydaughter]Ilove

youmycentre.

Itumeleng:Iforgivehim,soforgivedaddy.He

reallydidn’tmeantodoallthattoyou.

Me:Imightnothaveanymorekids

becauseofhiscarelessways.



Itumeleng:We’veseenworsethingsMa,you

arestrongerthanthis.

Me:Mmm[wesleptrightafterthat]

[02/20,17:55]Wdz: Insert11

ThehurtI’m feelingisworsethanlosingmy

mother.Icouldn’tsleepsoIwenttomy

drawingboardandbeforeIknewitwas

23h00.Ilovedrawing,ithelpsmedealwithall

thepain.Iendedupsawingadressand

fittingitmyself.Iwenttosleeparound5am

inthemorningandwokeuparoundSeven.

Preparedforworkandcalledmydriver.One

thingIknowhowtodobestisrunoutof

misery.IdroppedoffItumelengandheaded



totheoffice.Iopenedtheshopandserved

thefirstclients,thenVuyowalkedin.my

moodwentfrom herotozeroasIsawwho

shecamewith.

Vuyo:[seatsdown,calm]Whydidn’tyousay

anything?

Me:Itwasn’tmyplace,howwasthe

wedding?

Vuyo:Greatgirl,thedresshuggedmeinall

therightplaces.

Mnqobi:[takesoffhisshades,showinghis

bloodredeyes]I’llbeinthecar.

Vuyo:[angry]WaitIthoughtyoucamehere



tofixthings.

Nandi:[comesinwithKen]Morningeveryone.

Ken:[givesReneilweflowers]Sunflowersto

shineyourday.

Me:[thisguyistryingtoomuchbutI

understand,relaxed]Ntombiyoucantake

overfrom here,Kenlet’sgotomyoffice.

Mnqobi:[hugsherbeforeshecanstepaway,

withholdingthetears]Ourbabywouldhave

beenkickingbynow,alittleuscouldhave

beengrowinginsideofyou.

Me:[thosewordswhisperedinmyear,broke

myheartandIhuggedhim]Letitgo.



Mnqobi:Ididn’tprotecthim orher,neither

didIprotectyou.Ifailedyou,Ifailedusbut

mostlyIfailedmyself.

Me:[hewashurtinglikeI’veneverseenhim

before,theguiltywasevidentinhowhis

handheldmystomach,it’slikehewished

thatourbabycouldjustkickormovebut

thewasnothingthere.Hewastoolate,his

breathingchangedasnotearsfell.Itried

liftinghim uptohisfeetbuthejustheldon

tome]Mnqobi,Ihateseeingyoulikethis.

pleasestandup[heheldoneventighter]

Mnqobi.

Vuyo:ComeonMnqobi,peoplearewatching.

Ken:I’llwaitinyouroffice.



Me:[hisveinswereallpoppedout,Icouldn’t

evenmove,Itriedkneelingtohislevelbut

hisheadwentonmystomachwhilehis

handskeptmylegs.AlltheangerIhad

againsthim leftandonlylovewasthere,I

brushedhishead]Lordwecometoyouat

thistimeofneed,FatherIgiveyoumy

husband,hishurtanddestroyedrightnow.

Helphim understandthatyouareincontrol

andthisisinyourwill.Amen.Vuyo:[touching

herbrother]Comeonman.

Me:Mnqobiyou’rehurtingme,pleasegetup

love.[hedidn’tmoveaninch,westoodin

thesamepositionforagood46minswhenI

freakedout]MNNQOBIMAAN,ICAN’TDO

THISILOVEYOUTOOMUCHTOWATCHYOU

DOTHISTOYOURSELFF*CKMAN,YOUR

TOOGROWNFORTHISSH*T!!![Hedidn’t

movewhichfrustratedmemore]Myhusband

stopthis,you’renotthisperson.



Mnqobi:[standsupandpullsherinforahug]

I’m reallysorry,thisisallmyfault.

Me:Thisisnotourfault,wedidn’tknowwe

werepregnant.

Ken:[comesfrom theoffice]I’m stillwaiting.

Me:[IfelttheangerinMnqobi’sdeepbreath

andheldhim beforehecouldpunchout

ken’steeth]I’mhavingamomentwithmy

husband,I’llse..[Mnqobiclearshisthroat]call

youlater.

Mnqobi:thoushallnotdesirethy

neighbour’swife,stayclearoffmywife.



Ken:I’llseeyouatchurchlater,don’tforget

tobringthecookiesyoupromised.

Me:[Ijustnoddedandheleft]Youdidn’t

havetoberudetomyfriend.

Mnqobi:SadlyIhatesharing,it’snotgoing

tostartwithyou.

Vuyo:[laughsinamazement]It’scomplicated

here!

Me:[Ibreakfree]Nowthatallthatdramais

outoftheway,[IbringZweleka’sdress]

CreditorCash?

Vuyo:Youjustcalledhim “husband”before

God,nowyousellinghim divorce?What’s



goingonhereexactly?

Me:MnqobibelongstoZwelekaandthat’s

whatI’vemadepeacewith.

Vuyo:Igiveup,Ireallygiveupshame.

Me:I’m waiting,CashorCredit?

Mnqobi:[givesReneilweadeathstare]

Excuseyou?what?

Me:YouarenotmyhusbandMnqobi,my

peoplehaven’tevensent50centstomy

people.Besidesyourweddingisjustdays

away,respectyourselfandherplease.



Vuyo:Getwiththeprogrammegirl,Mnqobi

cancelledtheweddinglastnightjusttobe

withyou.

Me:ifhereallywantstobewithme,he’ll

understandthatthingshavechanged,Ican’t

justrunintohisarmsandfeelsafelikeI

usedto.Ineedtimetohealandthinkabout

allthis.

Mnqobi:you’vehad4monthstodealwith

ourlose,Ihaven’t.it’sbarelybeen24hours

sinceIfoundoutthatyoulostmyfirstchild.

Yetyoucan’tevengivemeonesecondto

justhaveclosureorshowyouhowsorryI

am.

Me:[listeningtohim,mademesnap]Leave

myshop!!!Getout!!!Mololeave,justgo!!!



Mnqobi:Youarebeingselfishaboutthis,

howmanytimeshaveIheldyourhandin

hardtimes?yetyouarenotwillingtogive

meanailtoholdontoo.

Me:ISAIDGETTHEHELLOUT!!!

Mnqobi:[hugsherandkisseshernose]I

loveit,thisrighthereissexy.

Me:[Mnqobiisdangeroustome,justone

touchandIlosemymind.Hemakesme

feellikeaschoolkidwhojustgotherfirst

kiss.From mynosecamearoughkiss

wherehisfrontteethbitmylipwhichgave

meawaterfallinseconds.Thiskisstookme

placesneh,IevenforgotIwasinapublic

spotbecausemyhandswerealreadyonhis



belt,moaninglikeI’m onsomeHawaiian

beach]

Vuyo:[clapsherhands]Getaroom please.

Mnqobi:[pullsoutandfixeshisbelt,trying

tohidehisjuicewhichisnowvisibleonhis

pants]Stopstaring.

Me:[sh*tIhatedhowhegivesmebutterflies

withhisbedroom eyes,damnitIwantedto

havehim forlunch,dinnerandeverything

elseinbetween.Lickingherupperlip]

Vuyo:EarthtoReneilwe!

[02/20,17:55]Wdz: Insert11continuation

Iwenttochange,thengotridoftheMolos.I



didmydailydutiesandmadesomemoney.

I’m worriedaboutMnqobi,Iknowheacts

MachobutIknowthatthisbabythinghit

him harderthanme.Ifinishedmydutiesand

wenthome.WehadamealthenIwentto

church,Kenwasn’tsowelcomingasthe

Pastorwaspreachingmymindwaswith

Mnqobi.Ilookedatmyphoneitwaspre-

midnight.IwenttoMnqobi’sapartmentand

asIparkeditwasawfullyquite,hiscarwas

therethough.Iusedmykey,thankGodit

stillworks.Iwalkedin,wentstraighttothe

bedroom,MyGodhewasholdingbaby

clothescryinghelplesslyyetsilently.

Me:[Ihuggedhim from behind]NoMnqobi,

thiswasn’tyourfaultplease.

Mnqobi:Wecouldhavehadababy[looking

atthepackofpampershehadbought]I



wouldbelearninghowtonappyan…

Me:Pleasestopthis,youarehurtingme.

Mnqobi:Iwasstupid,Iwasbusyfooling

aroundwithadrunkardwhilemywifewas

hurting.

Me:[IsmashedmylipsonhisandIkissed

him,hedidn’tkissmeback,histearswere

drippingonmybreasts]Let’smakeanother

one.

Mnqobi:No,Ineedtoheal.

Me:Ican’tletyoukillyourselfforspilled

milk,ourbabyisgoneokay.Stopallthistu.



Mnqobi:[whispering]Youshouldn’thave

comehere.

Me:Ichosetostickbymyhusband.

Mnqobi:[standsupwithabottleofwine]I’m

notyourhusband,getout!

Me:[hearinghim saythathurtmesobad,I

foundmyselfintears.Itookmyhandbagand

stoodup]Ifthat’swhatyouwant,thenfine.

[Iwalkedoutoftheroom andwentstraight

totheparkinglot,Istruggledfindingthe

keyssoIsatbesidemycarandcried]

Security:[comestoherandtouchesher

shoulder]Madam,whatwrong?



Me:[Ijustcried,nowordscouldcomeout]

Security:CanIcallsomeoneforyou?

Mnqobi:[comestotheparkinglot,stands

besideher]I’m sorrybabe,Ididn’tmean

whatIsaid.

Security:[walksaway]

Me:[Ijuststoodupandfoundmykeysin

mypocket,Igotinsidemycar]

Mnqobi:Don’tdrivelikethisplease,Ididn’t

meanwhatIsaid.

*****************MNQOBI*****************



Ican’tbelieveIlostachild,somethingI’ve

alwayswantedwithReneilwe.Shecameto

myapartmentandfoundmesorrowing,she

triedcomfortingmeandIpushedheroff.

Whenmysensescameback,Iwenttothe

parkinglotandfoundhercrying.sheisnota

cryperson,she’stoughsothismeansIbroke

her.Anywayshegotinsidehercaranddrove

offwhileIwatched.Ilockedtheapartment

andwenttoherhouse,shewasn’taroundso

nooneletmeinbecauseherhelperdoesn’t

knowme.Thenextmorning,shedrovein

andcameoutlookinglikeshehasbeen

draggedthroughthemad.Me:[Igotoffthe

carandkneeledbeforeher]Ican’tstand

makingyoucry,pleaseI’m sorry.

Reneilwe:[calm,opensthehousedoor]

Comein,youclearlyneedashower.



Me:[wewentinside,thefirstthingImet

wasaportraitofmyname,Ifollowedher

upstairstoherroom,shehadgivenmehalf

ofherclosetspace.Iwentintothebathroom

andtookashowerwhileshetookabath.

ThenwewentintoourclosetandIworemy

clothes,Iwasjustzonedout]can’tbelieve

youlovemethismuch.

Reneilwe:Sophiesaysbreakfastisready,let’s

go.

Me:[wewentdownstairs,Ihuggedmy

daughterandsetinmychairwhichhada

napkininmyname]Wow.

Itumeleng:Welcomehomedaddy.



Sophie:sir,Iapologizefornotallowingyou

insideyesterday.

Me:AllisforgivenMa,don’tworryaboutit.

Reneilwe:[giveshim asmallbox,relaxed]

Itumelengdon’tbelate,I’m offtowork.

Me:Sitdownandeatwithusp…

Reneilwe:[seatsonherchairanddishesup

forallofus]ThanksSophie.

Me:[thiswasonemomentIneverthought

I’dbealivetosee,shewasgivingmetotal

submissionwithoutquestion,makingmeher

kingwithoutapowerstruggle.Wehada

wonderfulbreakfastandInoticedshewas



avoidingeyecontactwithme]

Itumeleng:Parentsmytransportishere,

goodbye[shetakesherbagsandrushesout]

Me:[Iopenherboxandfindhousekeys,

remorseful]ReeI’m sorry,foreverythingIput

youthrough.

Reneilwe:[emotional]thepainIfeltafter

DoctorTladilaughedashetoldmeIdidn’t

deservetobeamother,mademewantto

commitsuicide.Thepainyourfeelingis

somethingthatchainedmeforweeksuntil

Kenfoundmeabouttojumpoffabridge.I

knowyourhurtingbutpleasedon’tpushme

awayplease.

Me:[Istoodupandwenttoherside]will



youpleasemarrymeagain?

Reneilwe:[intears]Areyousureaboutthis?

Me:Iwanttobeyourkingandwakeup

nexttoyoufortherestofmylife.Iwant

youtobethefirstfaceIseeinthemorning,

thelastfaceIseeatnight.I’vetriedtorun

awaysfrom youbutIcan’t.Iloveyouinso

manywaysyouwouldn’tunderstand,willyou

pleasemarrythiscrybaby?

Reneilwe:Ifyou’rewillingtotakeme,I’m

yours.

Me:[Iscoopedherupandspanheraround]I

loveyousomuch,Ialwayswanttoseeyou

smilelikethis.



Reneilwe:[blushing]IloveyoutooMnqobi.

Ken:[clearshisthroat]Can’tbelieveyousaid

yes.

Me:[Iwantedtosqueezethelifeoutofhim

butIwasn’tgoingtolethim spoilthis

wonderfulmoment,Iwalkedupthestairswith

mywoman]Comebacklaterbrotherken.

[02/20,17:56]Wdz: Insert12

Dayshaveturnedintoweeksinmyperfect

harmonyandnowweareonourwaytothe

familygatheringatmyuncle’shouse.Reeis

goingtobemeetingmyentirefamilyfor

thefirsttimeandwhatshedoesn’tknowisI

plantoproposetoherinfrontofeveryone.

She’sbeensocalm aboutthiswholetrip,it



evenmakesmenervous.Anywaywelanded

onmyuncle’sprivatepropertyandassoon

aswestepofftheairplane,somethingI

didn’texpecthappened.Mymotherran

towardsusandhuggedRee,liketheywere

bestfriends.

Me:[stillshocked]YaziIthoughtIhada

mother.

Hismother:[fixingRee’shair]Wehavethe

samehairstyles.

Reneilwe:[Emotional,lookingdown]Wedo.

Hismother:[liftsherfaceandcaressesher

face]Youhaveamothernow,wegoingto

havelotsoffuntogether.



Reneilwe:[meltsintoasmile]Wehavebig

potstocook,Mama.

Hismother:Ibookedusafullbodymassage,

wecameheretorelax.[kissesItumeleng’s

forehead]Mnqobiintroducemygrant

daughtertoeveryone.

Me:Reeareyoulettingherbreakusup?

Itumeleng:Let’sgoPapa.

Reneilwe:I’m sorrybabebutIhavetogo.

Me:I’llgetyouforthis.



Hismother:Noyouwon’t.

******************Reneilwe*****************

Ihaveneverfeltthiskindofpeaceinmy

entirelife,nodrama,nobrokenbones.I’m

simplyhappy,goingtothefamilygathering

withMnqobimademepanicabitbutthe

waymymotherwelcomedme.Shamethe

devilisalair,Ifoundamotherinher.We

wenttotheguestroomsandhadamassage.

Weremovedourweavesandsheplaitedmy

hair.Itwaslikeshe’sthepartthat’salways

beenmissing,laterwewenttotheladies.I

metAuntyMumsyandDolly,thelandlords

weren’taround.TheyareinParisshopping

apparently.

AuntyDolly:[teasing]YaziaboMnqobi



bathandaamaforeigneryazi.[youknow

Mnqobilikesforeigner]

Hismother:MysonsawthatIneededsome

golddash,lookather?Sheislighterthan

allyourchildrenputtogether.

AuntyMumsy:[laughingherlungsout]Can’t

believeyouguysarestillatit.

AuntyDolly:Idon’tknowwhatmybrother

seesinyou,s’febe.

Hismother:exactlyI’m hisbitchnotyours,

thatshouldn’tbotheryou.

AuntyMumsy:CameonBafazi,wearehere

torelaxandbond.



Me:[IwantedtolaughbutIheldmyself

whichmademyeyeswatery,wefinished

cookingandpreparedthetable.Everyone

cametothetableasIwasabouttosit,the

nursewhoworkedforThomasenteredwith

Daddy.Myworldstoodstill.]

Mnqobi:[excited]Team Amandlainthe

house[standsupandhugsher]howhav….

AuntyAmanda:[Akathenurse,Angry]YINILE?

WHAT’STHISPROSTITUTEDOINGINMY

HOUSE?WHOINVITEDYOUWENA,ORARE

YOUHERETOFINISHOF….

UncleMandla:[akaDaddy,rushesto

Reneilweandstranglesher]DIDN’TIWARN

YOUTOSTAYAWAYFROM MYFAMILY!!!



Me:[alltheeyeswereonme,Isawdisgust

andangerontheirfacesmeanwhileIwas

losingmybreath]

HisMother:[standsup,shouting]YOUARE

HURTINGHERMANDLA,IDIDN’TBRINGMY

DAUGTHERHERESOYOUCANABUSEHER!!!

AuntyAmanda:THISTHINGCAN’TSTAYON

MYLANDORBREATHETHESAMEAIRI

BREATHE.

Itumeleng:[crying]PLEASELETMYMOTHER

GO,YOURKIL….

UncleMandla:[pushesitumelengtothefloor

andshehitthewall,thenpassesout]



HisMother:Mnqobidon’tjuststandthere,do

something.

Mysitewasblurrybutmyheartheardmy

babyfallandIfoughthim offthentookItu.

Ijuststartedrunning,Ididn’tknowwhereI

wasgoingbutIkeptrunninguntilIheard

hercough.Thistookmebacktowhenmy

father’sfamilythrewusout.Weslepton

thestreetunderboxesuntilafriendtookus

in.AnywayIwasnowdeepinthebushesand

allIcouldseewaslotsofthrees.Itook

offmyjacketandcoveredItumeleng,Ikept

walkingbecauseItstartedrainingonus.I

foundplasticsandcoveredher,wefinally

foundaplacewhichwasunderbigstones.

ItumelengsleptinmyarmsandIhadno

plantohelpus.



Me:[crying]Godit’sjustmeandyou,Idon’t

knowwhereIam orhowI’m goingtoget

outofhere.Ineedyoutoprotectus,You

aretheonlyoneIcandependon,human

beingshavefailedmefather.Pleaseshowme

asign,I’mlostLord.

Itumeleng:Amen.GodlovesusMama,He

willneverleaveus.

Me:Amenbaby.[wefellasleepinthat

position,Iwaswokenupbythesunonmy

faceandtherewasamanstandinginfront

ofme]Pleasedon’thurtus.

Him:[smiling]Godisreallywithyou,look

behindyou.

Me:[Ilookedandtherewerelionssleeping,



itscaredthenonsenseoutofme]Where

canIfindaphone?

Him:Hello,I’m Lwandleandyouare?

Me:ReneilweandItumeleng,Wherearewe?

Lwandle:You’rethefirstpeopleI’veseen

hereinareallylongtime,you’resafe.

Itumeleng:[rubbinghereyes]I’m hungry

Mama.

Lwandle:[scoopsup itumelengandnotices

thewoundbehindherheadwithdriedup

blood,thenlooksatReneilwe’sneck.Angered]

Followme.



Me:[Ididn’thaveanychoice,Ijustfollowed

him tothisBighouseinthemiddleof

nowheresurroundedbytrees,wewentinside]

Doyouliveherealone?

Lwandle:Theareshowersupstairsonthe

seconddooronyourright.

[02/20,17:56]Wdz: Insert12continuation

AgainI’m trustingastranger,thistimeI’m

notgoingtofallforhim.Sometimesithurts

tolovesobadbutseriouslyI’m betteroff.

Mydaughterateandsleptlikeshewasn’t

sleeping.Lwandlenursedmyneckand

bandagedit.Iwasjusttiredandmyneckstill

hurts,soIwenttosleepwithmydaughter.I

mightnotknowwherewearebutIfeelsafer

thatanythingrightnowplushegaveus

clothestowear.IwasasleepuntilIheard

chickensandwokeup,Iwentoutside.



ItumelengwasridingalonewithLwandle

sittingback.

Lwandle:You’vebeenasleepfor9hoursand

youstilllooktired.

Me:Lifedoesthattosomeone.

Lwandle:It’sbeen5yearssincemy

parent’sdied,that’swhenlastIsawpeople

onthisfarm.

Me:[shocked]Soyou’vebeenlivinghere

alonefor5years?

Lwandle:Thisisthesafestplacetobe,

surroundedbyanimalsandprotectedbyGod.



Itumeleng:[stopsandclimbsoff]Didyou

takepicturesMama?

Lwandle:Therearepeoplecoming,goinside

andclosethedoor.

Me:[Ihelditumelengandwewentinside,

aftersometimeIheardcarsparkingsoIheld

itumeleng’smouth]

Lwandle:[calm]towhatdoIowethisvisit?

UncleMandla:[showshim picture]Haveyou

seethisladyandgirlaround?

Mnqobi:Pleaselookcloselythesearethe

clothestheyworeyesterday.



Lwandle:[Takesoffhishatandlooksclosely]

Ihaven’tseenthem butIwillbeonthe

lookoutforthem.

HisFather:Inthestateshewasin,shecan’t

befar.

AuntyAmanda:[sarcastic]Ihopetheyare

notdeadsomewhereinaditch.

HisMother:[crying]Iwanttogohome,we

shouldn’thavecomehere,mydaughteris

missing.Weneedtocallasearchpartywith

ahelicoptertofindthem.

Me:[Ihelditumelengtightbecausethischild

wantedtocallMnqobi,Icouldn’tletthat

happen]



*****************Mnqobi****************

TheshockIsustainedtoknowthatRee,

sleptwithmybosswastoogreat.Anyway

we’vebeensearchingforherforthelastfive

days.Myfamilyisingossipsbutmymother

iscryingonherknees.She’sevenrefusedto

eat,manthatjusthurts.MyUncleregrets

stranglingReebecausemydadcutallties

withhim,hesaidhewaspureeviland

deservedtodie.MyAuntyAmandaisvery

jumpylatelymeanwhileI’mjustlosinghope.

Hismother:[comestothelivingroom with

hersuitcases,emotional]drivemetothe

nearestbusstation.

Me:Ma,youcan’tleavelikethiscameon.



Hismother:[intears]Mydaughterisdead,I

havenoreasontostayhere.

AuntyMumsy:Everythinghappensfora

reason.

AuntyDolly:She’snotyourrealdaughterso

getagriptu.

HisMother:[sitsonthesuitcase]Ishouldn’t

havegivenherup,Ishouldhaveraisedher,I

shouldhaveheldherandtoldherhowmuch

Iloveher.

HisFather:[hugsher]wecouldn’tkeepher.

HisMother:[crying]Godwillneverforgiveus,

weallowedourdaughtertosuffer.



Me:[upset]whatthehellishappeninghere?

AuntyDolly:Fouryearsafteryouwereborn,

yourparent’sweredeadbrokesoyour

motherwasasurrogateforReneilwe’s

mother.Asshecouldn’tcarrykidstoterm

butyourmothergotattachedandthat’s

whentheThomassuedyourfather,then

Reneilwewasraisedbyherparents.Thee

end.

HisMother:shecamefrom mywomb,damn

it!!!

Me:[justwhenIthoughtmylifewas

complicated,itgoesoverboard]Ohwow,just

wowparents.



HisMother:Youbroughtherbacktome,you

havetofindherplease.

UncleMandla:we’velookedabsolutely

everywhere.

HisFather:[takeshiswifesuitcases]Bye

everyone.

AuntyAmanda:Youguyscan’tleavelike

this,comeongiveusachance.

HisFather:YOUWANTACHANCE,THIS

WASTHEONLYONEANDYOUKNEW HOW

MUCHMYWIFELOVESTHATKID,NOW SHE

ISINTHEMIDDLEOFNOWHEREWITHOUT

ANYTHING.NOMONEY,NOPHONE,NO

SHELTER,DON’TYOUHAVEANYSHAME?

YOUHELPEDTHOMASPUTSPIRITSINTO



HER,THISJACKASSNONSENSEOFA

HUSBANDBEATHERUPBECAUSESHE

WOULDREFUSEHIM.YOUAREHEARTLESSI

PRAYYOULIVEALONGLIFETOBURYALL

YOURLOVEDONESUNTILYOUARELEFT

ALONE.

AuntyDolly:pleasedon’tsaythatyouguys

arestillbrothers.

HisFather:HAVEN’TYOUHEARD?MY

BROTHERDIEDTHEMOMENTHEDECIDED

TOSTRANGLEMYDAUGHTER.

Me:[Ihaven’tseenmyfatherthisangryever,

theworstpartisthathiswordsnevergoin

vein]I’llfindthem.

AuntMumsy:Ifyourleaving,I’m rightbehind



you.

Me:Comeonfamily,togetherwecan.

AuntDolly:[receivesacallandstandsup]I

foundher.

HisMother:Whereisshe?

AuntDolly:rightnextdoor,Lwandleis

hidingherhopefullytheynothavinganaffair.

Hisfather:Mnqobigetthecarready,let’sgo.
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Me:[wedroveintoLwandle’sland,they

clearlyweren’texpectingusbecausethey



wereplayinginsidethepool]Goodevening.

Lwandle:[comesoutwithReneilweonhis

shoulders,relaxed]Ittookyoulongenough.

Reneilwe:[getsbehindLwandle,scaredof

Daddy]I’m notgoing.

Hismother:I’m sorrybaby.

Lwandle:Mazwamahlecomeon,please.

Itumeleng:[comesoutofthehouseand

hugsMnqobi]HeyD,haveyoucometofetch

us?

Me:Wearegoin…[sheseesdaddyandruns



toacorner]Myun….

Itumeleng:[shivering,scared]I’m notgoing.

Lwandle:[comesoutofthepoolandgoes

toItumeleng]Zonke,nooneisgoingtohurt

youbesidesyourmothersaidyou’llvisit

again.

Hisfather:Comeonlet’sallgohome.

Me:[theygotdressedandwecameback

home,Reewasjustlookingoutside,no

wordstosay]I’m sorryRee.

********************Reneilwe*****************



I’vebeeninheavenhere,inastrange

locationwithatotalstranger.Lwandleisthe

ModernversionofUshakaZulu,hedidn’t

knowhowtopronounceournamessohe

justrenameduse.HenamedmeMzwamahle

whichmeansbeautifulwordsandItumeleng,

Zonkewhichmeaneverything.Forsomeone

whoownedadeadgamedrivehetreatedus

likeroyalty,it’ssafetosayIhaven’tlifteda

fingersinceIgothere.Leavingwasjustsad

itwaslikeIwaslivingdestinyforfantasy.

Hewrotemehisnumber,allIcouldthink

aboutthewholewaywashim,smilingto

myself,themanmadeamarkonme.

AnywayIwasn’tinthemoodfordrama,so

ZonkeandIwenttoourrooms,didn’t

attendanydinners.

Me:[Icalledhim andblushed]



Lwandle:[laughs]MazwamahleIknowit’syou.

Me:[giggling]UshakaZulu.

Lwandle:ifIdidn’tknowbetter,I’dsayyou

missme.

Me:[thismanalwaysreadsmymind,it’s

flattering]Youshouldreallyre-openthe

gameagain.

Lwandle:Wespokeaboutthis.

Me:ComeonShaka,I’m notaskingforland

andtryingtoenrichyou.

Lwandle:what’ssointerestingaboutthisold



place.

Me:Besidestheowner,Mmmm letmethink.

Lwandle:[chuckles]Yazinimfaziyenza

okufunayo[youknowwhatwoman,do

whateveryouwant]sizobonaukuthiubani

orite[sowecanseewhoisright]

Mnqobi:[enterstheroom withoutknocking]

Everyoneiswaitingforyouonthedinning

table.

Me:I’llproveyouwrongevenifit’sthelast

thingIdo,goodnight.

Lwandle:Aiabafazi,lalakahle[women,sleep

well]



Me:[Ihangupandgetoffbed,Lwandleisa

stressreliever]Zonkelet’sgo.

Itumeleng:Weshouldn’thavecomehere,I’m

nothungry,Lwamademeapie.

Me:Sittingherealonewillberiskierthen

comingwithme,comeon.[wewenttotheir

dinnertable]Goodevening.

Hismother:HelloNana.

Me:[todaddyandhiswife]Canweseat?

[theybothnodinembarrassment]Thankyou.

Them:wearereallysorry.



Me:ifitweren’tforyourhorriblebehaviour,I

wouldn’thaveseensomepeople’strue

coloursandmeetahumblesoul.SoI’m

gratefulandI’m sorryforthetroubleIcaused

foryou.[Ilookatitumelengwho’sjuststaring

attheplatefulloffood]Zonkeeatyourfood.

AuntyMumsy:wearegladyoubothcame

backunharmed.

Mnqobi:[bringspuddingafterthefood,give

everyonetheirs]Imadeitmyself.

Me:I’m sorrydarling,I’m reallyfull.[Istand

upandtakeItu,who’salreadysleeping]

Goodnightev…



Mnqobi:Atleastjusttasteit.

Me:Ican’t,Ijustwanttosleepandhead

hometomorrowmorning.

AuntyDolly:Goodnightdear.

Iknowthathiswastryingtoproposeto

metonightbutIdon’tthinkloveisenough

likebefore.Ihavedoubtsabouthisattitude

whenhiswithMandla.Imeanhowdothey

expectmetomarryhim afterhewatchhis

unclestranglemeandhurtmydaughter

moreoverIdon’tseeanyremorse.Ifounda

textfrom Lwandleonmyphone“Isaid

goodnightyetIcan’tsleepablinkbecause

you’reasheepamongwolf’s,Sendmea

pictureofyouandZonkeinthemorning,just

soIcanseethatmyprayersaren’tinvein.”



Ihidethemessageandchangemy

passwords.Thenextdaywaswelcoming,i

sentaselfieasrequestedandhevideo

calledwhichexcitedItumeleng.

Me:[hehehetalkaboutbeingtested,this

manlikesbeinghalf-naked,hisabsarewater

drippingandwatermelondelious.Bathowe?

Kemomatatengstraight.]

Lwandle:Iseewedonotlikegreetingfirst,

Zonkehowareyou?

Itumeleng:Verybored,Iwouldberidingor

rockclimbingorswimming.Ahhh.

Me:Pleaseputonashirt.



Lwandle:Pleasewearabra,yourerected

breastsaren’thealthyformyeyes.

Itumeleng:[laughing,watchingthem both

coveringthemselves]Crazies.

Mnqobi:[enterswithbreakfastonatrey,

irritated]Lwandle,MywifeIbroughtyoufood.
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Me:Pleaseputthef….

Mnqobi:[jealous]Didyousleepwithhim?

Lwandle:Whywou…..

Me:Isleptwithhim,that’swhatyouwantto



hearright?

Itumeleng:I’llbeoutside.[walksout]

Lwandle:Nothinghappened,Ididn’ttouchher.

Me:Mnqobidoesn’ttrustme,Istoppedbeing

aprostituteIhavechangedbutstillyou’re

nothappy.Whatdoyouwantfrom me

exactly?

Lwandle:Youwereapr….

Me:Yes,Ididn’thaveanyoneoranywhereto

go,Iwasthrownoutwitha3yearoldbaby.

whatdidyouexceptmetodo?[crying]My

motherisdeadandherrelativesdon’twant

toseeorhearofme.Isthatwhyyou’re



takingadvantageofme?

Lwandle:[heartbroken]I’m sorryforwhatyou

wentthrough.

Mnqobi:[ashamed]I’m sor….

Me:I’m sickandtiredofhearingyour

uselesssorries,you’renotworthitanymore.

Lwandle:[disconnects]

Mnqobi:What’sthatsupposedtomean?

Me:It’soverMnqobi,youconstantlybring

outtheexhaustioninme.[hetriestouching

meandImoveaway]don’tyoudare.



Hismother:[enterstheroom]Thejetis

outside,BabyIcametohelpyouwithyour

suitcases.

Mnqobi:[defeated]Reeplease,yourmylife.

Me:Mama,pleasetakethisone.

Ilefthim,myheartbehind.Myloveforhim

doesn’tholdanythingthathappenedthis

weekendagainsthim,allIneededfrom him

wastrust.TheminutewelandedinPretoria,

mydriverwasalreadywaiting.Hetookour

suitcasesanddroveushome.Ididn’thave

anyenergy,iwentstraighttobed.Lonely

daysturnedintoweeks,thephotoshoot

wentwellandnextmonthwe’llbeopenfor

business.Ihaven’tseenMnqobi,Iwasat



homestillsorrowing.

Itumeleng:[imitatingLwandle’svoice]

MazwamahleI’m worriedaboutyou.

Me:Zonkedon’tstartwithme.

Itumeleng:Mama,Hisnotworthyourtears.

Hehasn’tevenshowedanysignsthathis

hurtorwantingyoubackandyou’rehere

losingweightforhim,lefthim countless

messagesapologizing.

Sophie:Madam someoneisheretoseeyou.

Me:[Irushedtothedoorhopingitwasmy

nqobibutBoom!Shocked]Lwandle!



Lwandle:[comesinandhugsher]Icameas

soonasIheard.

Me:[confused]Heardwhat?

Itumeleng:Goodnight[runsupstairs]

Lwandle:You’velostsomuchweight.

Me:[hegotoutofhislandjustsoseeme,

thismademefeelreallyspecial.Crying]He

doesn’twantmeanymore.

Lwandle:Mazwamahle,youwillnotkill

yourselfbecauseofhim.

Me:Ishouldn’thav…..



Lwandle:Mawamithereisnothingyoucould

do,thisisthewillofGod.

Weendeduponthecouchwithhim telling

mestoriesofhisfamily.Itwasjustsofunny,

Ilaugheduntiltearscamedown.Anywaywe

musthavefallenasleeponthecouch,lying

onhischestfeltsorightalmostlikeIbelong

there.Iwantedtowakeupandgotomy

bedroom butIcouldn’tbecauseitwould

remindmeofMnqobi.Thenextmorning,I

waswokenupbythesmelloftoasted

cheesebread.Shamethismanmakesa

meansandwich,hisverytalentedinthe

kitchenwhichmakesmeinterestedinhis

otherterritories.

Itumeleng:[takesherschoolbagandkisses

hercheck]LaterMawam.[sheleaves]



Lwandle:Sitdownmylady.

Me:Ihaven’tseenSophiearound,wher…

Lwandle:Igaveherawholeweekoff,Take

aseatandeat.

Me:[whileIate,hedidallthehouseduties.

IendeduponthecouchwatchingUzalo

repeat]

Lwandle:[seatsnexttoherandswitches

offtheTelevision]Weneedtotalk.

Me:[westaredintoeachother’seyeswhich

gavemegoosebumps]about?



Lwandle:Ilovebeinghonest,soIexpectthe

samefrom you.

Me:Okay,takethebullbythehornsplease.

Lwandle:What’sgoingonbetweenus?

Me:[everythingstoodstillandIimmediately

gotshy]Whatdoyouwanttogoon?

Lwandle:Iwanttowastenotime,Iwantto

makeyoumywifenowandcommitto

lovingyou,Iwantthistobeforever,waking

uptoyoursexyvoiceandpossessiveeyes

everymorning.Iwanttoseeyoubearingus

kids,Ilookforwardtobeingateverycorner

juststalkingyourbeauty.



Me:[myjawwassweepingthefloor,why

doesthismanwanttomarryabroken

womanlikeme,concerned]Ihaveapast.

Lwandle:Idon’tcarewhoyousleptwith,my

lifebeganthemomentIfoundyouinthe

lion’sden.Ibelieveeverythinghappened

accordingtoGod’swill.

Me:I’vehadtwomiscarriages,theysayI

can’thavechildrenanymore.I’m just

damagedgoods,marryingmewillmakeyou

m….

Lwandle:Blessed,Doctorsaren’tGod.You

mightthinkyouaredamagedgoodsbutin

myeyesyou’reajewel.Ihavealreadytold

myunclesandauntsaboutyou,theyare



readytogotoyourpeopletomorrowwith

yourapproval.

Me:[shocked]what!?

Lwandle:[holdingbothherhands,staringinto

hereyes]Allyouhavetosayityes,Iknow

I’m awildmanbutIlovearguingabout

nothingwithyou,I’m readyforallthetricks

lifehasforus.allyouhavetodoiscallme

andI’llbebyyourside.
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Me:[mymindwasspinning,Iwaslost]Idon’t

haveafamily,bothofmyfamilyrelatives

don’twantme.

Lwandle:Thepurposeofmarriageisnotto



joinfamiliesbuttostartourown.

Me:ButI’m stillhunguponmyex.

Lwandle:Thesmallfeelingsyouhaveforme

areenough,isthatayes?

Me:[whathaveIgottolose?It’stimeto

moveonIguess]Yes.[hecarriedmeonhis

backandweranaroundthehouse,my

neighbourshadcomeouttoseebecausehe

keptsingingweirdZulusongs,giggling]okay

pleasestop.

Lwandle:Thankyousomuch.

Me:Forwhat?Idon’tevenknowwhowill

standforme.



Lwandle:That’snotaproblem,you’llask

yourdriver,neighbourandSophie.

Me:[wewentinsidethehouseandtookour

firstofficialpicture,Iposteditoninstagram

withinsecondsweweretrending,thenmy

phonerang]Hello.

Vuyolwetu:Congratulations,it’sabouttime.

Lwandle:[putstwopillowsonthefloor]

comehere,you’llcallherback.

Me:thankssister,I’llcallyoulater[heheld

myhandandweprayedhandinhand,this

wasthenicestthinganyone’severdonewith

me]Amen.



Lwandle:[theybothsitonthecouch,looks

down]Ishouldhavetoldyouthisearlierbut

Iwasafraidyouwouldn’twanttomarryme

anymore.

Me:Whateveritis,surelywecanwork

aroundit.

Lwandle:Ihavediabetesandepilepsy.

Me:That’snotadeathsentence,wecanstill

haveahappyandlonglifetogether,don’t

worryIgotyounow.

Hestoodupandhuggedme,mindyouhis

6.1inchestall.Hisatraditionalmansowe

can’tgobetweenthesheetsorkisseach



other.Itumelengwasjustsoexcitedabout

thiswholething.Mnqobi’smothercalledand

offeredtostandformewhentheCele’s

comewhichwassurprising.Lwandleleftto

meethisfamilymembersatahotel.The

nexttwodaywenttoofast,Mnqobi’smother

wassoexcitedforme.NandiandNtombi

weresurprisedatfirstbuttheygotusedto

it.TodayIbecomesomebodieswifebathong

finally,Ihavebeenreceivingstrangecalls

withthreatsbutIknowwhoitissoIgotno

problems.

MrsMolo:Youlooksopretty.

Me:Verynervoustoo,doyouthinkthey’ll

likeme?

MrsMolo:Theyhavenochoice,mybaby.



[wehearaknockanditMrMolo]Okay.

Me:[shefixedmybridalattireanddressme

inahugeblanket,wewentdownstairsand

setonamat]

MrMolo:Thispeoplehavecomeforyour

handinmarriage,canweaccepttheirgifts.

Me:[Icouldn’traisemyeyes,Iwassoshy]

Yebobaba.

Sophie:[theytakethegiftsandsheputson

abraceletonherfeetandarms]TheCele’s

haveaskedthatyoutakecareoftheirson.

MrsMolo:AndIaskthattheytakecareof

mydaughtertoo.



HerDriver:Canweseeoursontoo.

HisUncle:[goesoutsideandcomesback

withLwandle]Sonwehavedoneeverything

youaskedofus.

Lwandle:[sitsnexttohisbride,whispers]

Yourbeautiful.

Me:[Ijustblushed,thewholetime.Theydid

lobolaformalitiesandweservedthefood,

thenLwandlestolemefrom thewomenand

wesetinhiscar]Thankyou.

Lwandle:[pullshercloseandkissesher,

roughlyandhungrily,sparksfly,someone

knocksonthewindow]MrsMe.



Me:[Iwasnowontopofhim,enjoyingthe

kiss]MrMe.[heopenedthewindow]

Hisaunt:Iseeyouguyscouldn’twait,Koti

thepotsarewaiting.

Lwandle:[kisseshercheeks]Don’tover

workmywifeplease.

Me:[Igotoutofthecar,wetashellleaving

him withaboner,talkaboutawastedgood

thing.Iwentpassedmybedroom cleaned

myselfupandworeacleanunderwear]I’m

sorry,wheream Ineeded?

Nandi:thesepotsarejusthorrible.



Me:[Iwearmyglovesandstartscabbing,

afteranhour,myhandswereredandmy

feethurtbad,Iremainedinthekitchen

washingglasses,Ifeltsomeone’shands

aroundme]Mmmm,Icouldgetusedtothis.

Lwandle:[angry]Itoldyounottooverwork,

lookathowtiredyouare.

Me:[hischestwasgoingupanddownfast,

hewasseriouslypissedandsupersexy]I’m

sorryhubby,Icouldn’tdisappointyouraunt.

Lwandle:[scoopsherup,takeshertothe

leavingroom,fumingwithanger]IDIDN’T

MARRYAMAID,IWON’TALLOW ANYONE

TOOVERWORKMYWIFELIKETHIS,

WHAT’STHIS?HERLEGSANDHANDSARE

SWOLLEN.NINGAZONGINGANGISANINANX!!!



Me:[hewasbreathingfire,Yohthewhole

room wasstaringatus,Iwasso

embarrassedandproud.Afterthatminute,

wewentupstairsandsetinmystudywhile

hemassagedmyfeet]Ohyeah,rightthere.

Lwandle:Neverletanyoneoverworkyoulike

that,youunderstandme?

Me:[Ilotionmyhands,relaxingmymuscles]

Iunderstand,onceagainI’m sorry.

Lwandle:[takesoutanecklacebox,calm]

Thisisjusttemporary.

Me:[Iopenitandit’sablackdiamondring

surroundedbybluestones,withearing’sand



anecklace,emotional]It’ssobeautiful,thank

you.

Lwandle:[slipsitintoherfinger,kissesher

finger]Thanksformakingmeawholeman.

Me:[thisstonewaslikenothingI’veseen

before,IloveditsomuchthatIwantedto

wearitforever.Westartedkissingagain,I

unbuttonedhisshirtandheunhookedmy

bra,hissoft,sweatyhandswererubbingon

mynipplesdrivingmecr….Thedoorpopped

openandBoom Mnqobirushedinwithan

ak47.]

Mnqobi:WTFISHAPPENINGHERE?YOUR

MINERENEILWEWHAT’SALLTHISNONSENSE.
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Idon’tknowwhathappenednextbecause

theminuteMnqobifiredthefirstshot,Ihad

myeyesclosedandmykneeswereweak

soIfelltothefloor.AfewminuteslaterI

heardthingsbreaking,HeheheIopenedmy

eyesandwhatIsaw,shockedand

impressedme.LwandleakaMayweatheraka

myShakaZuluwasbeatingthesh*toutof

myex,suddenlyitallwentdark.

********************Lwandle**************

Thingsweregoinggreatformeafter5

yearsofsorrowing,Ifoundawomanwho

acceptsmeforwhoandwhatIam.She

doesn’tcomplainthatabouthowtallIam

orhowmuchIneedherattention.she

encouragesmetobebetter,I’m gladherex

leftbecauseitgavemeagoodchance.I

proposedtoherandshesaidyes,Ididn’t



wanttowasteanytimethat’swhyIpaidher

lobola.Anywayherexruinedourday,he

shotmywifeinthestomachandIwasjust

soenraged,Ithrewhim outthewindow.I

drovetothefirsthospitalIsawandcarried

herin,she’scurrentlyintheatre.

MrandMrsMolo:[comerushingthrough

thecorridorwithMnqobionthestretcher]

sondon’tdieplease.[Mnqobiistakeninto

theatre]

Me:[Ifeltlikefinishinghim offrightthen

butthedoctorcameout]howisshe?

Doctor:CanIpleasespeakinmyoffice?

[theygotoheroffice]Pleasesitdown.

Me:Pleasejustgivemethenews,what’s



wrongwithmywife?

Doctor:Weranintosomecomplications

whileremovingthebullet,wefoundthisin

herwombandthatherwombisscared.

[showshim aclothes]thisispurenegligence,

Iwouldsuggestyousuethathospital.

Me:Thatwillbeherdecision,howisshe?

Doctor:thebulletdidn’ttouchhervital

organs,soI’llgiveherpillstohealher

wombscaresandpainkillers.

Me:whencanyoudischargeher?

Doctor:Twodaysdependingonher

progress,[looksatherwatch]youmaygo



seehernow.

Me:[Irushtoherwardandshewas

peacefullysleeping,Iscoopherupputher

ontopofme]I’m soafraidoflosingyou,

you’rethebestthingthat’severhappenedto

me,Idon’tknowwhatI’ddowithoutyou.

Reneilwe:[openshereyes,whispering]I

wouldn’twanttomissforeverwithyou,Mr

Mayweather.

Me:[myheartskippedabeatasshewoke

up]Iloveyoumywife,I’ddoanythingfor

you.

Reneilwe:how’sZonkedoing?



Me:She’sfine,myuncleistakingcareof

thingsoverthere.

Reneilwe:Iguessyou’retakingcareof

thingsoverhere.

Doctor:[entersandshakesherhead]You

knowIcan’texamineherwhileyouholding

herlikethat.

Reneilwe:I’m sorrydoc,todayissupposedto

bemyengagementdayandI’m here.

Doctor:OhI’llcomebacklaterthen[turns

aroundandleaves]

Me:Mazwamahle,yourreasonforbreathing.

Ireallydon’tknowwhatI’m capableof



doingifsomeonehurtsyou.

Reneilwe:[blushing]bestnewsever,people

won’tmesswithmeanymorewithyou

around.[admiringherstone]It’sreally

gorgeous.

Me:pleasedon’tloveittoomuch,your

weddingringisstillcoming.

Reneilwe:[teasing]Ilovethisone,Imightjust

wearboth.

Me:Notgoingtohappen,forgetit.

Reneilwe:[giggling]I’m jokinghaow.



Me:Goodnewstomyears[westaredinto

eachother’seyesandwecouldn’tstop

ourselves,westartedkissingwhichwasan

expensivechoicebecauseofherwomb,I

pullout]whatwouldyouliketoeat?

Reneilwe:You.

Me:Stopjokingplease,Imeanfood.

Reneilwe:ShisaNyamahalfchickenwith

rollsorpappluslargechips.

Me:Alrightletmeg….

Reneilwe:[holdingontohim]Don’tleaveme,

whowillprotectmewhenyou’regone?just

orderitviatelephonically.



Me:whateveryouwantw…

HisAunt:[enterswithahugelunchboxand

herhusband]wethoughtyou’dbehungry.

Reneilwe:StarvingMa,thankyousomuch.

[sheopensthelunchboxandstartseating]

Me:Comeonfeedmehaow.

HisUncle:wearegladyou’reokaykoti.

Reneilwe:WethankGod.

HisAunt:We’llstayoveruntilyouarebetter

andcancutyourengagementcake.



Reneilwe:Thereisacake?whenam I

gettingdischarged?

Me:shesaidintwodaytimedependingon

yourprogress.

Doctor:[enterswiththenurse]Hellofamily,

howareyoudoingMrsCele.

Reneilwe:NotgoodIleftmythreemonth

oldbabyathomewithoutananny,my

familyisheretotellmethatthenannyisn’t

coming.

Doctor:NicetrybutIcan’treleaseyou.

Reneilwe:Comeondoc,I’llcomefora



check-uptomorrowandhe’lldrivemeback

hereifsomethinghappenstomyoperation.

Doctor:Justbecauseit’syourengagement

day,I’llreleaseyoubutpleaseifanything

happenscallmeimmediately.

Me:Areyoudischarginghernowdoc?

Doctor:No,I’m sayingyou’lldohousecalls

sinceshe’sfinishedherdripanyway.

Me:[Iaccompaniedhertothebathroom,

helpedherchangeandtookherpills,then

headedhome]Youhaveaverysharptongue.

Reneilwe:Nothingiswrongwithdesiringto

sleepundermyownroofnexttomy



delicioushusbandoristhere?
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Idrovecarefulandcarriedhertobedthe

momentwegothome,shewastryingtobe

strongbutmywifewasinpain.Ihelpedher

takeherpillsandkissedherfacewishingher

goodnight.Iwentdownstairsandsetwith

everyonewhowassurprisedthatmywife

hasreturned,Zonkewasn’tsurprisedor

scaredthatsomethingwasgoingtohappen

tomywife.Itackedinourdaughterandwent

tomyroom,Shewokeupwithfearallover

herface.

Reneilwe:Whoisit?

Me:[Iclimbedinbedandheldherclose]

RelaxI’m heretoprotectyou.



Reneilwe:Mywombhurtsandthosepills

aren’thelping.

Me:[Isetupandcarriedherbridalstyle]Are

youcomfortablenow?

Reneilwe:Thepainismuchbetternow,

thanks.

Me:[sleptinthatposition,thenextmorningI

wokeupandshewaspeacefullysleeping,

herbeautywasevenmoreexpressedwithout

make-up.Iguesssheheardmewhispering

thatbecauseshewokeup]MorningMrsCele.

Reneilwe:[smiling]MorningMrCele,Islept

peacefullyandyou?



Me:Notsogood,Ikeptworryingaboutmy

wife’shealth.

Reneilwe:Ifeelmuchbetternow,thepain

hassubsideditmightbetheloveyouare

showeringmewith.

Me:Weshouldheadtotheshower.

Reneilwe:Ican’tstandforlong,soplease

preparemeabath.

Me:[Iplacedheronthebedandwentto

prepareherbath,Icamebackandfoundher

naked.Myhormoneswerejumpingall

around,herbreastserectedandassstaring

atme.Iwasalreadyhardasf*ck,Iguess



becauseit’sthefirsttimeIseeher

nakedness.Anywaywebathedanditwas

veryuncomfortableforbothofus.Afterwards

wewentdownstairs]Goodmorning.

Sophie:[smiling]HowareyoudoingMadam?

Reneilwe:[blushing]Histakinggoodcareof

me.

HisAunt:How’syouroperation?Didn’tithurt

duringthenight?

Me:I’m starving,what’sforbreakfast?

Itumeleng:Englishbreakfast,Morningparents.



HisUncle:Ihopeyourtakinggoodcareof

ourMakotiotherwiseI’llwhipyoublind.

Reneilwe:Histakingcareofme,don’tworry

Malume.

Thatcausedpeopletolaugh,weallhad

breakfastandItookmypills.Sincelast

nightIhaven’tseenanytwitchingoranysign

ofepilepsybutI’m takingthepilljustin

case.Wefinallycutthecakeandtook

picture.Latermyfamilywentbackhome,

therewasaknockandtwomen,anold

womanwalkedintomyhouse.Mazwamahle

wasjustfrozen,withtearsfallingsoIheld

mywife.

Me:Pleaseintroduceyourselves.



Him:Kemango?[who’sthis]Reneilwe!!!

Me:Sir,don’tshoutatmywifepleasewith

allduerespect.

Reneilwe:[enraged]Lebatlangmo?Bo

malume?[Whyareyouhere?]

TheOldwoman:Yourmother’sspirithas

beentormentingus,shewantsyouback

home.

Reneilwe:I’m notrelatedtoanyofyou,

Rememberwhenyouthrewusoutlikedogs

withnofood,nomoney,nothing.Leavemy

housebeforeIreportyoufortrespassing.

HerUncle2:yourfatheranduncleisdead,



theyneedtobeburied.

Reneilwe:Goodforthem,asyoucansee

yourwitchcraftdidn’twork[holdsher

stomach,whispering]getout.

Me:[Istandandwalkthem out,devils,I

couldseetheirmuthiwhichtheywantedto

spreadonourgate]Idareyoutotryme.

[theygotinsidetheiroldsiyayaandleft,I

wentbackinside]areyouokay?

*************Reneilwe****************

Myhusbandhasbeenanangel,hebarely

complains.It’sbeentwoweeksnow,he

wentbacktothefarmandwecommunicate

viaphone.IneverthoughtI’dbeinalong

distancemarriagebuthereIam makingit



work.Seeingmyfamilymembersthatday

almostgavemeafitbutLwandleisalways

adarling.Mnqobiisoutofhospitalandhis

notpressingchargesthankGodforthatone.

Hisbeensendingmerosesandchocolates,

thismanissolastseason.Ican’tbelieve

wehaven’tmadelovesince…it’ssoweird

hisnotevenaskingme.SoItookaflight

home,Ohweopenedthegamedrivesoit’s

busybusy.Iarrivedandusedmykeys,I

foundhim sittinginhisstudy,listeningto

“ThesweetesttaboobySade”.

Me:Ican’tanymore[Ismashedmylipson

him,wekissedwithbloodrush,heliftedmy

dressandItookoffhisshirt,heplacedmeon

thetableandspreadmylegssoIcouldfeel

him.bythesparksareflyingandIcan’thelp

butmoanasheplaceswetkissesonmy

chest]Mmmm Cele…



Lwandle:[licksherfaceasshemoansand

goesbacktoherstomach,kissesherbelly

buttonwhilerubbingherthighsmakingher

begforhim,ashernailsdigdeeperintoher

skin.Hestopsandsmiles]areweusing

rubbers?

Me:[Ialreadyhadawaterfalldownstairsand

histhinkingaboutcondoms?Isetupmad

ashellandtookoffhisbloodypants,kicked

them down]Pleaselet’sdothis.

Lwandle:[takesoffherthongandrubsher

entrance]Yoursowarm andsticky.

Me:[beforeIcouldanswerhishandwent

deepinsidemefastinmotions,Igaspedfor

airandhewentfasterandfaster,justasI



wasabouttoreachmyorgasm,hestopped

andsuddenlyIfeltmywallsmakingway

him.ithurtabitwhichwassomethingI

didn’texpect.Heplacemyrightlegonhis

shoulderandwentdeeperintome.Thefirst

minuteshurtbutpassionsweptallthat

awayandsoonIwasenjoyeventhoughI

couldn’tkeepupwithhim.]Yessss

babe…Ahh…yeah.

Lwandle:[holdsherstomachandpositioning

her,hereleaseshimselfinsideherbutkeeps

ongoing]Damnyoursofreakensoftand

tight.

Me:[Wemadeloveeventhoughmycookie

washurting,Yohhedidn’tstop.JustwhenI

suspectedhewouldheturnedmearound

andatethelastslicesofthepie.Hewas

hittingmehardandfast,Ibeggedhim to



stopbutitfellondeafears.Hewasin

distractionmodeuntilIfelthim releasea

groan,IswearI’m pregnantpeople.hekissed

myforeheadandusedhisvesttocleanme

up]

Lwandle:I’m sorryIlostmyselfinsideyou,

damnbutyouarebittersweetbabe.

Me:Mycookieisburningbabe.

Lwandle:[helpsherwearherdressandputs

hisclotheson,takesherupstairsandrunsher

ashower]Onemoreroundintheshower.

Me:[GodI’m dead,thismanisn’tgivingme

achancetoheal.Wecontinuedinthe

shower,itwassoheatedinthereIhardly

feltthewaterturncold.Wegotoutofthe



showerandIimmediatelyclimbedonthe

bedtiredasf*ck.]

Lwandle:[climbsonthebedandpullsher

close]I’m sorry,I’llbemoregentlenexttime.

pleasedon’tbeangrywithmes’thandwasam.
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Iimmediatelyfellasleepinpain,hewokeme

upandwehaddinnerthen,Isleptashe

wenttothekitchen.DuringthenightIfelt

hishandsbetweenmythighs,heturnedme

aroundandslammedintomebeforeIcould

gathermythoughtstostophim.Wedidn’t

sleepatall,thismandidmemotionless.He

releasedhimselfinsidemeandwipedme.

WesleptandIswearIwantedtorun.The

nextmorning,Iwokeupandhewasasleep

nexttome,Igentlyremovedhisarmsand

tip-toedtowardsthebathroom.



Lwandle:Morningsexywam.

Me:[OhLord,pleasehelpme.Iturnedslowly

fakingasmile]Iwasjustgoingtothe

bathroom.

Lwandle:AlrightbutIwantyoubackhere.

[blowsherakiss]Loveyou.

Me:[thismanhadmoreenergywhich

surpassesanyman,I’vesleptwith,Ishould

havethoughtofthisbeforedecidingtomarry

him.Ilockedthedoorandtookacoldbath

hopingtohealmycookie.Iwasswollen,what

kindofbeastdidImarry?Isetonthetoilet

seatandcriedbitterly.]



Lwandle:[bangingonthedoor,worried]

Mazwamahle,what’swrong?Openthedoor

baby,please.

Me:[Icriedevenlouder,Iwasalready

regrettingthismarriage]Pleaseleaveme

alone.

Lwandle:[panicking,Kicksthedooropenand

scoopsherup,checkinghereveryside]

what’swrong?Areyouhurt?Pleasetalkto

me.

Me:Ithinkyoubrokemycookiebone,[it

feltstupidtellingamanthatbuthewasmy

husband]thepainkillersaren’tworking,I’m

swollenanditburns.

Lwandle:[kissesherforehead,goestothe



cabinetandcomesbackwithalotion]Open

up,letmesee.

Me:what’sthat?Idon’twantanymuthi

please.

Lwandle:Justopenyourlegsandstop

askingmequestions[sheopensandherubs

thelotiononher]Iloveyou,I’m sorrybabe.

Me:[whateverwasinthatlotion,Idon’tknow

butthemomentherubbeditonme,allthe

painleftleavingabitofsensitivity]What’sin

thatlotion?

Lwandle:[smiling]Mygrandmother’ssecret

herb,shewarnedmethiswouldhappen.



Me:Buthow?

Lwandle:Sheknewyouwouldbeagood

wifetome.[helpshergetdressedandcarries

heronhisback]whatdoyouwantfor

breakfast?

Me:[wewentdownstairsanditwasweird

havingpeopleinmyhouse,theykeptlooking

atmeweirdlyuntilonecalledmyname.I

lookedcloselyanditwasmyhalf-sister

Ratong,Ihatethispersonandtheirentire

familyMxm,shecamerushingtowardsme

andIhidmyheadonmyhusband’sback]

Lwandle:Sorryvisitorsarenotallowedhere,

thisisprivaterecidents.

Ratong:Butthat’smysisterReneilweyour



carrying.

Lwandle:[irritated]Security!Escortthis

womanoutofmyland,makesureshenever

stepsfootonmylandagain.

Security:Madam,pleaserespectyourself

andleave,orwewillbeforcedtothrowyou

out.

Lwandle:[putsReneilweonthegardentable,

kisseshereyeswhichareshut]S’thandwa

sam sheisgone,lookatme[shelooksat

him]Ivowedtoloveandprotectyou,Iwon’t

allowanythingtohurtyouwhileyourwith

meokay.[shenods]Iloveyouwami.

Me:Iloveyoutoowami.



Lwandle:Sowhatwouldyouloveustodo

today?

Me:[laughingathowthismanmakesme

lazyandclingtohim]

Lwandle:what’ssofunny,sharewithme.

Me:Yourfillingsomanyspacesinmyheart,

yourmyabsolutebestbutI’m sureafter

lastnight.

Lwandle:wasIthatgood?

Me:thebestbutnowIreallyneedtoeat.

[hedisappearstothekitchenandcomes

backfumingwithanger,withmyphonein



hishand]What’swrong?

Lwandle:Mnqobitellsmehisbeensending

youflowersandchocolates,I’m wondering

whyIwasn’ttoldaboutthis.[shetriesto

comeclosebuthemovesaway]Areyou

enjoyinghisgestures?Isthatit?Areyousure

youwantthismarriage?

Me:[hestartedtwitchingandIhuggedhim,

myheadonhischest]Ididn’tknowhowto

tellyou,hisbeencallingwithunknown

numbersthreateningmeandsending

flowers,chocolates,giftstotheoffice.I

shouldhavetoldyoubutIwasafraidthis

mightbreakusapart,I’m terrifiedoflosing

you.

Lwandle:[breathingheavyandhischest



pumping]IloveyouMazwamahle,that’swhy

Isawitfittokeepyoutomyself.

Me:Iloveyoutoo,Ipromisetotellyou

everythingasithappens.

Lwandle:[suddenlycalm]Don’tworryleave

Mnqobitome.

Me:Babepleasedon’tjeopardiseourfuture

becauseofthatlunatic,Youcanevenkeep

thisphone.Idon’tneedit,I’m sorryCele

wami.

Lwandle:[meltsintoasmile]whatdidyou

callme?

Me:I’m sorryBab’Cele,Ipromiseneverto



doitagain.

Lwandle:[putsherphoneinhispocket,

bringsthem breakfastandtheyeat]You

shouldgivemethatchickenrecipeyou

madewhenIwasvisiting.

Me:[sittingonhislap]I’m notgivingoutmy

secrets,that’smykitchentouch.It’swhat

willkeepyoucomingback.

Lwandle:Ohyourcookiejardoesallofthat

forme,I’m gettinghardbyjustthinking

aboutit.

Me:Yeah,IknowI’m softandwarm sois

everywomanright.



Lwandle:Wrong,you’renoteverywoman,

you’remywife,MrsCeleomuhlewami.

Me:Thewayyoubragaboutmemakesme

nervous.

Lwandle:Yourmywife,mymostprized

possession.InfactIhaven’tstartedbragging

theymustwaitforme.thisisjustawarm

up.

Me:[blushing]AyiCele,NoMaan.
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Ihadabeautifuldaywithmyhubby,weeven

wentswimming.MyhusbandissohotI

don’teventrusthiscousinsaroundyoh.There

areladieswhichkepteyeinghim andit



reallyirritatedme.Hemusthaveseenthat

becausehetookmetotheswimmingpool

cornerandkissedmesopassionatelywhich

Icouldn’trefuse,hetoldSecuritytoremove

everyoneelsefrom thepool.AsIwasstill

surprisedwhy,heremovedmyswimming

thongandslammedintomefastmaking

bubblesinthewater.EventimeIwantedto

moan,hekissedmebutitwasintenselove

making.Ifelthisbodyshakeandwarm

juicesonmycookie.

Lwandle:I’m yoursandIdon’twantyouto

everforgetthat,noonecantakemeaway

from you.

Me:[breathingheavy]It’sjustthatyou’reso

hot,itmakesmejealous.



Lwandle:Areyoufeelingpainagain?

Me:ThewateriscoolingsoI’m coolI

guess.[hisphoneringsandIgiveittohim]

Lwandle:[takesitandputsitonloud]

Malume.

HisUncle:Yourgrandmotherhasbeen

admitted,sheisrequestingthatyoucome

withyourwife.

Lwandle:We’llberightthere,in30mins.

HisUncle:Hurryson,shedoesn’thavemuch

time.[calldropped]



Lwandla:[Sigh]Let’sgo.

Me:[myhusbandwasjustdown,wewentto

showerandgotdressed,thenhittheroad.

Hewasdrivinglikerobotsandstopsigns

don’texist,Iheldhislap]We’reinthis

together.[hedroveintothehospitalandwe

rushedin,wentstraighttowherehis

grandmotheris]Molweni.

HisAunt:HelloKoti.

Lwandle:[holdhisgrandmother’shand,sad]

Makhulu,I’m herenow.

Hisgrandmother:[openshereyesandscans

theroom]Nyana,Iwantyoutopromiseme

thatyou’lltakecareofyourwifeandchildren

justlikeyou’vebeentakingcareofme.I



thankGodthatIlivedthislongtoseeyou

getafamilyofyourown.

Lwandle:IpromiseMama.

Hisgrandmother:Mazwamahlecomecloser

[shegetscloserandholdsherhand]Ibless

thisunion,Promisemethatyou’lltakecare

ofmygrandson,hismadealotofmistakes

andheisnotperfectbutpleasegivehim an

eareverytimeyoufight,standbyhim even

whenit’simpossible.[touchesherstomach,

smiles]Givemeasmanygrandkidsasyou

can,knowthatI’llalwaysbewithyou.

Me:[Icouldfeelherhandlosingstrength

andmyshatteredhusbandbymyside]I

promiseMama.



Hisgrandmother:[smiles]Thankyou,nowI

getrestpeacefullynexttomyhusband.

[closeshereyesandtheMachinesstart

beeping]

Lwandle:[shakingher,frustrated]Ma,not

likethis.

Hisuncle:[withredeyes,holdshim off]She’s

goneson,nowshecanrestpeacefully.

Nurses:[removethedripsandcoverher,

thentakehertothemortuary]

Lwandle:[runsout]

HisAunt:[crying]Lwandle!!!



Me:[crying,thiswomanmeanteverythingto

Lwandle,sheraisedhim whilehisparents

busydoingGodknowswhat,Iranafterhim

andhewasreallyfast.Igottotheparking

lotandhewasgone,notraceofhim

anywhere,Isitbesideourcarcatchingmy

breathe]

HisUncle:[touchinghershoulder]He’llbe

back.

HisAunt:[crying]Wehavetogopreparefor

thefuneral,bestrongmydear.

HisUncle:Goodnight[theywalktotheircar

anddriveaway]

Lwandle:[re-appearsaftertwohours,

walkingslowwithredeyes]I’m sorry,let’sgo



home.

Me:[Istoodupandhuggedhim]Allwehave

iseachother,pleasedon’tpushmeaway.

Lwandle:[scoopsherupandputherontop

oftheboot,hideshisheadonhershoweras

tearsfall]

Me:[Irubbedhisback,thisisthefirsttimeI

seehim shedatear]I’m sorrylove.[we

stayedinthatpositionforthelongesttime,

thenwegotinsidethecar.Idroveushome

andweendedupinourbedroom wideawake]

Lwandle.

Lwandle:[turnstolookather]Mazwamahle.



Me:Iwantyoutoknowthatyouhaveme

anditumeleng.Wearefamilyandyou’rethe

headofthisship.I’veneverhadanyone

fillingthevoidofhavingafatherbuthere

youare.LwandleyouareallIhaveinthis

world,Iknowyou’reinpainbutIneedyou.

Ican’tfunctionwithoutyoursmile.

Lwandle:[getsofthebedandkneelsbeside

it]Comejoinme[shedoes]FatherLord,I

comebeforeyouwithmywife.Ipraythat

youmaysustainourlove,healusaswe’ve

justlostmymother.Mayhersoulrestin

perfectpeaceandherfuneralgopeaceful,in

yournameweask,Amen.

Me:Amen[Ikisshischeek,smiling]Let’sgo

watchamovie.



Lwandle:Iknewweneededatelevisionin

thisroom.

Me:Notgoingtohappen,thisisourlove

nestnotatvroom [Iholdoutmyhand]

Comeon.

Lwandle:[pullhertohimself,Whispering]I

haveotherthingsinmind.

Me:Babymycookieisburning,pleaseI’ll

makeituptoyou.

Lwandle:ButbabyIneedyounow.

Me:[hewasdesperateandalreadyhada

boner,thismanisgoingtokillmestruu,I

tookoffhisboxersandkneeledbetweenhis



legs,hiseyeswereallpoppedoutand

surprised]Youreadybabe?

Lwandle:[excited]Bringiton.

Me:[Iheldhim andlickedhistip,then

kissedhim andstartedsuckinghim,hegroan

andcursedloudly,heclearlywasn’t

expectingthis.Isuckedonitjusttogive

him apieceofwhathegiveme,he

releasedhissourjuicesinmymouth,Ifelt

likevomitingsoIrantothetoiletand

rinsedmymouththenwentbackonit,he

triedremovingmebutIcontinueduntilIfelt

hisbodyshakewithhim cursing]

Lwandle:[breathingheavy]Damnit,wami

you….you…too..k…me…pla..ces..I’venever

beenbeforeSh*t.



Me:I’m goingtowatchtvnow[Iwentto

washmymouthandwentdownstairs,seton

thecouch,Iwatchedafewshowsthenfell

asleepinfrontofthetelevision,tiredashell]
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Iimmediatelytookdaysoffwork,justto

helpwiththefuneralarrangements.Thishas

beenthemosthardesttwodaysofmy

husband’slife,heneversmilesandhisaunts

don’twantmetouchinganypots.They

alwayshaveanexcusetokeepmeindoors,

Lwandleisveryjumpyandsnapsalotevery

timeIbringitup.Iknowsomethingis

funnyherebecauseeveryonelooksatme

withpitifuleyes.Itumelengkeepsme

companyandmakesmeforgetaboutall

thesuspicionsbutnowshe’sasleep.Ileft

thehousewithoutbeingnoticed,Itooka



walkaroundtheplace.SuddenlyIheard

peopletalking,Lwandleandsomechicks.

Lwandle:[angry]LEAVEMYWIFEOUTOF

THIS!Hlengiwecomeon,I’llincreaseyour

allowance.

Hlengiwe:Thatwon’tchangethefactthat

yourapedus,Iwantacarandhouse.

Lwandle:ButthatcouldtakemillionsIdon’t

have.

Hlengiwe:It’seitherthatorJail,what’syour

choice.

Chick2:Speakforyourselfgirl,Iwantyou

tomarryme.



Lwandle:What?Ithoughtyouhatedmy

guts,Suzan.

Suzan:Iwonderwhatyourpreciouswife

wouldfeelifshehea….

Me:[tearswerealreadyfalling,allthisjust

madesensenow,Istoodatthedoor]This

iswhatIwouldsay.

HlengiweandSuzan:[sarcastic]Ops!!!

Me:[Ijustturnedaroundandranashe

chasedme,Igotinsidethehouseandwent

tomyroom.IfeltlikeI’m losingmymind,

oneminuteI’m happyandthenextI’m

shattered,hetriedgettingclose]Don’tyou



dare,whyLwandle?Whydidn’tyoutellme?

Lwandle:Whenthetimeisn'tright,our

marriageisjustbeginningIdidn’twantto

ruinit.

HisAunt:what’sgoingon?Whyareyou

crying?

Me:Nothing,[Iwipemytears]Ijustfound

outthatHisarapist,[Itakeadeepbreath]I’ll

gohelpotherladiesprepare,excuseme.

**************Lwandle*************

Everythingwasgoinggreatuntilmymother

died.Whenmywifecameintotheshed,I

knewthatthiswouldbetheendofmyfairy



tale.Iwasyoungandstupid,thenraping

someonemademefeellikeI’m incontrol,

whenmyparentsdidn’twantmeandthrew

meoutinthemiddleofthenight.After

rapingthosegirlsmylifetookadifferent

turnbecausethecommunitybeatthe

nonsenseoutofme.Mygrandmotherhelped

mepickupthepieces,sheintroducedmeto

God.SincethenI’vebeenachangedman

eventhoughmycommunitystillseesmeas

the18yearoldboywhoraped20yearold

women.Ilovemywife,sheandZonkeare

theonlypeoplewhoactuallybelievedIwas

different.

HisUncle:What’sgoingon?Ithoughtwe

agreedthatMazwamahlewouldn’tworklike

aslave?

HisAunt:[tearsfalling]Sheknows.



HisUncle:Youshouldgoexplainthingsto

her,son.

Me:[Ijustsatonthecouchthinkingof

what’sgoingtobecomeofmewhenIlose

her.Ifeltlikemyheartisgoingtostop

beating,tearsfell]Pleasegivemesome

space.

HisAunt:[worried]Don’ttryanythingstupid.

[theyleave]

Me:[Iclosedthedoorandlockedit,Ilaid

onthefloorwithmyfacetouchingthecold

tiles]Father,Ihaveruinedthingsyetagain,

[sobs]yougavemeabeautifulwifeandI

brokeherheart.IknowIprayedforherto

comeandnowshecan’t[bittersobs]even



lookmeintheeyes.She’sjustmakesmea

betterversionofmyselfandIdon’tknowifI

cansurvivewithouther.[cryinghelplessly]I

loveherLord,somuchmorethenmyse….

HisUncle:[knockingonthedoor,worried]

Openthedoor,Lwandledon’ttryanything

stupidplease.

HisAunt:[panicking]Justbreakthisdoor.

HisUncle:[goestothekitchenandtakesan

ax,meanwhileeveryoneisingossipsasthey

canhearLwandlesobbing.Hebreaksthe

doorandfindsinonthefloor]Lwandle,son

pleaseit’snottheendoftheworld.

Me:[Istandupandwipemytearsoffthe

floor,heartbroken]She’sthefirstgirlfriend,



wife,loverI’veeverhad.Idon’tknowwhatI

am withouther.

Itumeleng:[comesrushingin]Mommysays

dinnerisready,pleasecomeandeat.

HisAunt:Let’sgoplease[theyallgotothe

livingroom andthetableisnicelysetwith

bowlsfulloffood,salads,desert,shocked]

ThanksKoti.

Reneilwe:Pleaseallseatdownandserve

yourselves[theyallstarteatinginsilence

untilshebreaksit]Howarethefuneral

arrangementscoming?

HisUncle:Everythingisgoingaccordingly,

thisfoodisdelicious.



Itumeleng:Daddypassmethesaltplease.

Me:[Icouldn’treadmywife’scurrentmood

andthatonit’sownisdangerous.Ipassed

thesalt,finishedmyfoodandstoodup]

Thankyouthefoodwasnice.[Iwenttoour

room,tookabathandclimbedintobedasI

feltabitsick]

Reneilwe:[entersandclimbsintobed]

Goodnight.

Me:I’m sorry,mywife.Ishouldhavetold

youthisbeforewegotmarried,please

forgiveme.

Reneilwe:[lookingtheotherway,intears]I



neverthoughtI’dbeafraidofmyown

husband,RightnowIdon’tknowhowIfeel

aboutallthis.Trustisbroken,[hetriesto

touchherandshejumps]Pleasegiveme

timetothink.

Me:[Ifeltlikethewallsareclosingonme,

hearingthatshe’safraidofmeanddoesn’t

trustmekilledme,thisistheendofme.

Thewayshejumpedatmytouchcutin

deep,Icouldn’tstomachsleepingnextto

her,Igotoffthebed.]Igoingtohand

myselfintomorrowmorning,I’m tiredofthe

waypeoplelookatmeandwhat’sworseyou

can’tevenlookatme.

Reneilwe:[doesn’tturntolookathim,

sniffing]



Me:IreallyloveyouandIhaveno

intentionsofhurtingyou,justknowthatI’m

sorry.

Reneilwe:[silent,stillnotmoving]

Me:[thiswasworsethanbeingimprisoned,

beingignoredbytheonlypersonthatmakes

yourlifeworthliving,Iwenttohersideand

kissedhercheekonelasttime]Iloveyou

forever,goodbye.[Itookmycarkeysand

drovetothepolicestation,Icouldn’ttake

thewayIhurtthewomanthatIloveso

much]I’mheretoreportacrime.

PoliceDetective:[looksathim,takesapen]

I’m allears.

[02/20,17:59]Wdz: Insert19continuation



Me:[Iconfessedeverything,from the

beginningandalltheblackmail]areyou

goingtothrowmeinprison?

Policedetective:yourstorydoesn’taddup,

soI’llgoseethewomenyouspokeabout.

[callshiscolleague]pleasetakethismanto

thecell.

Policeofficer:Getupsir.

Me:thankyou[theaccompaniedmetothe

cell,fourwallsofsilence]

*************Reneilwe****************

Thiswasbyfarthecoldestnight,Iwasn’t

angryathim butthethoughtofhim leaving



mefor15years,killedme.Iwokeupinearly

inthemorning,Imisshisarms,Imisswaking

uptohim staringatme,Imissmyhusband

likeIhaven’tseenhim inyears.Ijusttook

mykeysandgotinsidethecar.Ijustdrove

tothenearestpolicestationandrushed

insidelikeamadwoman,twopolice

officersattendedtome.

PoliceMan:who’schasingyou?what

happened?

Me:[tryingtocalm down]IsLwandleCele

inoneofyourcells?

PoliceMan2:[checkstheirrecords]Yes,he

cameherelastnight.

Me:Pleasetakemetohim.



PoliceMan:Pleasegotothevisitingside

andwaitformethere.

Me:[theydirectedmetothevisitorsside

andIpacedaround,withmyclittwitching

mymindcouldn’tthinkstraight,themoment

Isawhim,Ijustjumpedonhim andkissed

him,theyseparatedus]Myhusbandisnota

convictedcriminal,Ihaveeveryrighttotouch

him.

Lwandle:[surprised]whatwasthatfor?

PoliceMan:Pleasethisisn’tyourbedroom,

whereyoucandowhatever.

Lwandle:MyapologiesOfficer[theytakea



seatstaringintoeachother’seyes]wami.

Me:I’m sorrybabe,IloveyouandIdon’t

wantthepasttobreakusup.Webothhave

apast,IwasjustangrythatIdidn’tfindout

from you,thatyoudidn’ttrustmeenoughto

tellme.

Lwandle:I’m sorrywami,Ididn’tmeanto

hurtyou.

Me:Bringyourear[heleansin,whispering]I’m

sohorny.

Lwandle:[chuckles]don’tdothistome.

Me:I’m sorrybutI’m desperateforyou

babe.



Lwandle:Thedetectivesaidhe’llinvestigate

furtheronthismatterbuthecan’tcharge

measyet.

Me:Let’sgohomethan,[Iwasalreadywet,

thisisveryAbnormal]Officercanyouplease

callthedetectiveonhiscase.

Detective:[entersshakinghishead]Thank

youfortalkingsomesenseintohim,Mrs

Cele.

Me:Doesthatmeanhecangohomeuntil

yougettheinvestigationsaredone?

Detective:Yes,pleaseandIaskthatyou

presschargesforblackmailimmediately.



Lwandle:Ialreadydidthat,yesterdaysir.

Detective:Officergivethismanhisbelonging.

PoliceOfficer:Yessir.[accompaniesthem

outandgiveshim allhisbelongings]We

suggestyoudon’tleavetownuntilweare

doneinvestigating.

Me:thankyousomuch.[mywholebody

waspressingme,hehadtocarrymetohis

car,intears]Ican’tLwa.

Lwandle:[wipinghertears,getsinsidethe

car]I’llsendthedrivertogetyourcar.[she

grabshisshirtandhestartsthecar]5more

minutes.



Me:[Icouldn’tunderstandwhat’shappening

tome,butIcrieduntilwegottothehouse.

itwasfullofpeoplebecauseofthefuneral,I

gotsoangryassomegirlhuggedhim.Iwas

soangry,Igottotheroomandkneeledon

thebedbeforesleeping]Godpleasehelpme,

Idon’tunderstandhowIfeelrightnow.

HerMother:Reneilwe,what’swrong?

Me:[intears]Ithoughtyouhaveabandoned

us,MamaIwishyouwerehere.Noonefills

yourspace,theresomuchIneededtoshare

withyou.Imissbeinginyourarms,MaI

wishyoucouldsayI’m proudofyouwitha

peanutbuttersandwichagain.

HerMother:[opensherarms]I’m sorryLove.



Me:[shewasspiritbutIfeltsomuchlove

whichbroughtmetotears]

HerMother:RememberI’llalwaysbe

watchingoveryou,alwaysbewithyou.I’m

proudofthewomanyourbecoming,Ihave

togointothelightnowbaby.

Me:IloveyouMama,thanksomuch.[she

disappears,Ijustcried]

Lwandle:[holdsherfrom behind,worried]

Mam’Cele.

Me:[Ijustwipemytearsandremovehis

arms]I’m starving,[Iwalkedoutandwentto

thekitchen,madefoodformyself]



HisAunt:[comesintothekitchen]She’sreally

proudofyou.

Me:Thankyou[Imadefoodandsetonthe

table]CanIleaveimmediatelyafterthe

funeral?

HisAunt:Yes,butit’suptoyourhusband.

Lwandle:What’suptoherhusband?

Me:I’m leavingimmediatelyafterthefuneral

tomorrow.

Lwandle:[shocked]PleaseexcuseusMa[she

leaves]whendidthishappen?What’sgoing

on?



Me:Ihaveabusinesstorun,besidesthe

holidaysareover.Itumelenghasschoolto

goto,weareleaving.

Lwandle:[holdsherclosetohischest,kisses

hischeek]Youarenotgoinganywhere,this

pregnancyisn’tgoingbreakusapart.

Me:[shocked]What!?I’m notpregnant!

Lwandle:[kissesherforehead]Takecareof

mydaughter,[heleaves]
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Me:[Idon’tbelieve,I’m pregnantbecauseI

wastoldthat’simpossible,AnywayIcalled

mybabyandshecame,Isetherdownand



heldherhands]YouknowIloveyouandI

wantyoutoknowthatwillneverchange,

you’llalwaysbemyfirstbaby.

Itumeleng:[startslaughing]Mommy,Ican’t

waittohavealittlesisterorbrother.

Me:[sigh]Ijustdon’twantyoutoeverfeel,

ignoredorsecondbest.

Itumeleng:[hugsher]You’rethebestmother

intheworld,IappreciatethespeechbutI

reallyhavetogonow.

Me:Alright,[shejumpedupandleft,ijust

wenttotheroom andclimbedonthebed,I

tookanap]



Lwandle:[enterstheroom,takesoffhis

shoes,kissesherneck]Mywife.

Me:[tearscamerushingdown]Notnow

Lwandle,Ineedtosleepplease.

Lwandle:Babywearepregnant,youshould

behappy.

Me:ThiscouldkillmebesideswhatifIhave

anothermiscarriage.

Lwandle:[kisseshercheeks,putshishand

onherstomach]Wewon’tloseourfirstbaby,

IknowthisisourThembalethunoways.

Me:[Ifeltsowarm andatpeaceinhis

arms,Ilaidmyheadonhischest]Goodnight



Tatakhe.

Lwandle:[triestomovebutshehold’son]

MamakheIstillneedtohelparoundthe

house,pleaseletgo.

Me:Noways,wearepregnantandweare

sleeping.[hetriestomove]ifyouleavethis

room,yoursleepingonthecouchtonight.

********************LWANDLE******************

*

Ihadanawkwarddream whileinprison,I

dreamtgoingtopaynappies.Itwas

confusingatfirstbutthemomentIsawmy

wife’sbehaviouralPatterns.Iknewweare

pregnant,hereverchangingmoodswings,

alwayscrying.Ican’twaittoseemyfirst



born,myhope,myprincess.Anywaymy

grandmother’sfuneralwasacelebration,we

laidhertorestanditwasn’taspainfulasI

thoughtitwouldbe.

Reneilwe:[lookingdown]Iwanttogohome.

Me:wespokeaboutthisS’thandwasam,

please.

Reneilwe:[tearscomerushingdown]Iwant

togoCele.

Me:[Iwipedhertearsandwewentintothe

house,wheremyfamilywasbonding]Ihave

anannouncementtomake.

HisCousin:Wowareyougivingmethe



Farm?

Me:Notatall.

HisUncle:Ihopeit’snotthecasething.

Reneilwe:[irritated]Wearepregnant[starts

cryingandstormsout]

HisCousin:Manje?What’swrong?

HisAunt:It’sprobablyhormones.[standsup

followingher]

Me:Congratulationstous.

Itumeleng:CongratulationsD.



HisAunt:[rushesintothelivingroom]She

justgotinsidethecarandspeedoff.

Me:[MybodyjustzonedoutandIlandedon

thefloor]

HisUncle:[panicking]Bringthespoon

[holdinghim down]Lwandle,Calm down

please.

**************Reneilwe*****************

Idon’tknowwhat’shappeningtome,I

foundmyselfinthemiddleofthebush.My

carwasoutofpetrolandItriedcalling

Lwandlebutnothing.Ijustlockedthedoors

scaredbecauseIdon’tknowhowIgothere



inthefirstplace.Iwassostrandedinthe

middleofnowhere,Itriedcalling Lwandle

andsomeonepickeduphisphone.

Me:Pleasehe….

HisCousin:Younevercaredaboutmy

cousin,youareselfish.

Me:[crying]PleaseIon….[calldropped,my

phonewasalreadydying]Lordpleasehelp

me,Idon’tknowwhat’sgoingonhereor

howIgother…[myphonerings,Ididn’t

evencheckthecellarID]Pleasedon’tdrop,

Plea…

Mnqobi:[shocked]What’sgoingon?



Me:Idon’tknowwhereIam,mypetrolis

finished.

Mnqobi:I’m locatingyourcarrightnow[a

fewsecondslater]YourinsideKruger

National,Iplacedapetrol2litrebottle

underyourcarseat,didyouremoveit?

Me:No,[Iplaceditonloudspeakerthen

checkedundermyseatandfoundthebottle

stillfull,sigh]Iseeit.[Ihearaknockonthe

window,Crying]Therearepeoplesurrounding

mycar.

Mnqobi:[panicking]Whateveryoudodon’t

openthedoor,I’m callingKrugerrightnow.

Me:[shivering]Theyarebreakingthe

windscreennow.[mywindowbrokeandone



pulledmebymyhair,screaming]Pleased…..
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*****************Narrated***************

Reneilweisthrownintothebackofthevan

whiletracesthevoicesofthepeoplehe

heard.Hefindstheiridentitiesandtriedto

callLwandlebuthisphoneringsunanswered.

Hegetshiscrewandtheytravelagainst

timetosave,thesameladythathehas

swornnottohavecontactwithanymorebut

theheartswantswhatitwants.Ontheother

handLwandleescapestheattackandhis

familyisstillalarmed,hecheckshiscell

phoneandfindsnumerousmissedcallsfrom

hiswifeplusavoicenote,whichhedecides



tolistentowithhisfamily.

Voicenote:[crying]Lwandle,Idon’tknow

whereIam orhowIgothere,mypetrolhas

driedout,pleasehelpme.

Lwandle:[triescallingbackbutitgoesto

voicemail]Iguessshefoundsomehe…[his

phoneringsfrom anunknownnumber,

answersitstillonspeaker]Comeho…

Mnqobi:There’snotimetoJoke,Reneilwe

hasbeensnatched.

Lwandle:Snatchedbyyouright?

Mnqobi:Thisisseriousman,Ineedtoknow

ifshe’swearingherWhitehairpin?



HisAunt:[worried]Yes,shewaswearingit.

Mnqobi:[frustrated]Sh*t!!!!Sh*t!!!Damnit!!!

[calldropped]

HisCousin:Howconvenient,herexisplaying

hero.

Lwandle:[takeshiscarkeys]

HisUncle:Yourinnostatetodrive,surely

hisexhasitallundercontrol.

******************Reneilwe*******************

Theytiedmyhandsandrapedme,Icried



buttheydidn’tstop.AllIcouldthinkabout

wasmyunbornchildandcontactingAids.

Whentheyweredonewithmetheyleftme

fordead.ItwasdarkandIfeltdizzy.After

hoursofwaitingfordeathtotakeme,Cars

parkedandsomeonepickedmeup.Ihada

blurryviewbutIknewthesehands,Thelast

thingIsmelledwasthehospitalbed.I

passedoutandwokeupasthesunburnt

myface.IlookedoverandfoundMnqobi,

hewokeupasheheardmesobbing.

Mnqobi:[heartbroken]I’m sorryIwasn’tfast

enough.

Me:Theyrapedme,[Ijuststarted

scratchingmyself,Ifeltdirty]hewas

breathingontopofme.



Mnqobi:[hugsherandstopsher]It’sokay,

shhh,calm downplease.

Me:[Ijustcried]Ishouldhavedied!!!

Mnqobi:[holdshereventighter,calm]You’re

astrongwoman,Ihavecalledyourhusband

hiscoming.

Me:[Ipulledout]DoIhaveAids?OhGodis

thebabyokay?

Mnqobi:[confused]No,youdon’thaveAids

andthewasnobabytobeginwith.

Me:[cryingbitterly]Idon’tevenknowhowI

gotthere.



Mnqobi:Itmustbethedrugswefoundin

yoursyst….

Lwandle:[walksinandfindsthem onthe

bedtogether,jealous]Whydidyoucallmein

thefirstplace?Youwantedthisright?Tobe

inhisarmsagain,that’swhyyoufelt?

Me:[hiswordsbrokethelastpiecesofhope

andloveIhad]IDIDN’TASKTOBERAPED

OKAY!STOPACCUSINGME…

Mnqobi:Sheneedsyouman,wefound

somedrugsinhersystem andinmy

personalopinion,it’sMuthi.Thatexplainswhy

shezonedoutandfoundherselfin

uncomfortablesituations.[hugsherand

kissesherNose,whispering]I’llhavetheir

headsfordinner,yourspecialalwaysknow



that.[takeshisphone,walkingout]Takecare

ofherMan.

Me:[sniffing]Iwanttobeleftalone,

[Lwandlecomesalittlecloser]Leaveme

aloneplease.

Lwandle:Babei…

Me:[startscryingevenmore]Justleave!!!

HisAunt:Isthishowyou’regoingtoreact

everytimeyouhaveproblems?Runintothe

armsofyourex,Youhavedisrespectedus

younglady,youbettercountyo…

Lwandle:Ma,no…



HisAunt:No,thisisn’thowwivesbehave.

Youjusthadtocallyourex,Huh?Ithingwe

needtogetourmoneyback,I’m nolonger

sureyourwifematerial.

***************Lwandle*******************

Ishouldhavenotoverlookedhersudden,

changeofbehaviour.Mywifewasrapedby

4menandIblewitupinherface.NowI

understandexactlywhatmyvictimsfelt,

painwaswrittenalloverher,theworsepart

ofitisthatIdidn’tevenreactwhensheI

sawhermissedcalls.Ileftherwardand

shecrieduntilthedoctorsedatedher.Ifailed

her,Iwassupposedtoprotecther.Iwent

homeandmadehersomelunch,thencame

back,foundherstaringatthewall.



Me:Babe,pleaseforgiveme.

Reneilwe:[emotionless]Idon’tholdanything

againstyou,ithappensright?

Me:[Ihugherandshedoesn’tevenmake

aneffort,hurt]I’m sorry.

Reneilwe:[pullsout]Pleasecheckyour

messages.

Me:[hereyeswerecold,shewasjust

distant]Iwilldothat,Ishouldn’thaveblamed

youforbeingattacked.

Reneilwe:Ohokay,Idon’tblameyoufor

anythingandI’m sorrythatyoufoundmein

hisarms,it’llneverhappenagain.



Me:I’m sorryforeverythingthathappened.

Reneilwe:It’sokayreally,Yourauntwas

right,I’m notwifematerial[takesoffher

engagementandputsitinhispocket]You’ll

findsomeonewhodeservesit.

Me:[tearsfell,broken]Don’tdothisplease,

Nooneelsedeservesthisbutyou.
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Me:[Islippedtheringbackintoherfinger

byforce,angry]Youarenotgoingtoleave

me.

Reneilwe:[fallsbackonthebed]Closethe

dooronyourwayout.



Me:Whydoyouwanttoruinagoodthing?

Wearemeantforeachother.

Reneilwe:Itumelenghasschooltomorrow,

sheneedstobeonthefirstflightto

Pretoria.

Me:Alright,thenwhowillbetheretoreceive

her?

Reneilwe:Sophiewillbewaitingforher.

Ileftbecauseitwasclearthatthisattackhit

herhard,sheignoredmygoodbyeanddidn’t

allowmenearher.Idrovebacktothehouse

andmyauntwasbusyshoutingat

Itumeleng,Iswearthiswomanistryingher



besttoruinmymarriage.ThemomentI

walkedin,Itumelengranout.

Me:Whathappenedhere?

HisAunt:Shehastowakeuplikeallthe

otherchildreninthishouse.

Me:What’syourproblem exactly?FirstlyI

almostlostmywifebecauseofyou,Are

youtryingtobreakmymarriage.

HisAunt:[angry]She’sdamagedgoods,why

didn’tyoutellmethatshewasaprostitute.

Me:Becauseit’snoneofyourbusiness.



HisAunt:Whileinhospital,Icheckedher

filesandIdon’tthinkyou’lleverhaveachild

ofyourown.

Me:[shocked]Iknewthatalready.

HisAunt:Andyoustillmarriedher,I’m

disappointed.

**************Reneilwe****************

Thelasttwoweeksbroughtmetomy

knees,theCele’shavebecomeimpossible

aboutmypast.Iwenthome,sleepinginmy

ownbedandseeingtheTherapistmakesme

havelessSuicidalthoughts.Ohyeah,Ialso

attendedMnqobi’swedding.Itwasfireworks

andstarsbeautiful,I’m gladhefoundawife

andtheyloveeachother.Theweirdpartis



that,hisfamilytreatedmelikeoneofthem.

Theyfeltfreetoaskmeanything,gaveme

asenseofbelonging,Ienjoyedevery

momentwithVuyo.Thatsisteriscrazyman,

Lwandledidn’tcomebecausehisjealousI

guess.ImightnotbeaMolo,butitwas

greatshame.Ireceiveacallfrom Lwandleas

I’m doingwashing.

Me:[excited]GoodMorningSthandwasam.

Lwandle:What’sthisIhearthatyouwere

firstsisterattheMolo’shousehold?Youare

disrespectingme.

Me:[calm]I’m notgoingtoentertain,your

moods.

Lwandle:[furious]AREYOUBELITTLINGME!



Me:IloveyouCele,stopactingcrazyplease.

Lwandle:Openthedoor,I’m outside.

Me:[IopenthedoorandBoom!Hellhas

comeforavisit]WelcomeinFamily.

HisUncle:[thecomeinandstand]Wehave

totalkaboutwhenwecancomefinishthe

marriagerights.

Sophie:[enterswithatrayoffood,surprised]

Ohhelloeveryone.

HisAunt:Greetingsdarling.



Itumeleng:[comingdownthestairs,excited]

Mommy!LookwhatQboug….[stops,scared]

GoodmorningElders,I’llbeinmyroom.

Me:[IlookattheCele’sandItumeleng]Nana

Keng?

Itumeleng:[staresattheirsuitcases]Mama,

Kebatlagoyaboardingschool.

Me:[confused]But…what...Overmydead

body,You’renotgoinganywhereItu[she

runsupstairs]Okaywhathappenedhere?

HisAunt:Youshouldbeworryingabout

givingmysonchildrennotthisspoiledbrat

ofyours.



Me:[IstaredatLwandle]Whendidthis

happen?

Sophie:[irritated]Idon’tknow,whyyou

camewithsuitcasesherebutyou’renot

sleepinginthishouse.

HisAunt:Whogavetherightstospeak?

Sophie:ThishousebelongstoItumelengand

youw….[Itumelengcomesdownstairswith

suitcases]Uyakae?

Itumeleng:AuntyLeratosaysIcancomelive

withthem sinceit’sclosetomyschool,She

iscomingtopickme.[kissesReneilwe’s

cheek]Iloveyoumommy.



HisUncle:Who’sthisLerato?IsitLerato

Molo?

Me:[wehearabellandshestormsout,

irritated]Yes,Is….[lwandleopenshismouth

tospeak,Igivehim adeathstare]Itumeleng

isaMolo,Ican’tstopherfrom goingtovisit

them.ifyouhaveaproblemtakeitupwith

th….

HisAunt:[confused]shelooksexactlylike

you,shecan’tbeaMolo.

Me:WellIcameoutfrom MrsMolo’swomb,

sheismysurrogatemothersoIcan’tstop

Itufrom goingthere.IttakesDNAtomakea

FatherandCaretomakeadaddy.

Lwandle:Thatexplainswhytheywerehere



foryourlobola.

Me:Theyareverymuchmyparents,sojust

incaseyouwanttospeaklobola,I’llsermon

them.

Lwandle:[pullsherclose,staresintohereyes]

I’m sorryIwasjealousaboutthisMnqobi

episode.

Me:[Iunwrapmyselffrom hisarmsandlook

atthem]Ifyou’regoingtolistentoyou

familymorethanme,thismarriageisgoing

tofailbeforeitevenbegins.

Sophie:Theyallgoingtosleepinhishouse?

HisUncle:Wehavecometostay.



Sophie:Aftereverythingyoudidtolittle

Madam,Yousuffocateme.ReneilweI’m

sorryI’m takingleaveimmediately.

Me:MmeSophie,satsamayatu.
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Sophie:I’m sorrybutIreallycannot.

Me:Lobolaisn’tanofficialmarriage,soI

suggestyouallbookyourselvesintoahotel

becauseyouwillnotshattermy

hou….[Lwandleslapsme,Iholdmyfacewith

atearcomingout]

Lwandle:Youwillnotspeaktomymother

likethat.



Me:yourgrandmothermustbeturninginher

grave,youhavethegutstoslapme.

Sophie:[comewithawarm clothe]Your

comingoutblood.

Me:[angry]Youhavetheaudacitytolayyour

handonme.

Lwandle:[triestotouchher]Ididn’tmeanto,

I’m sor….

Me:Leavemyhouse,[Iwentupstairsand

finishedwashingclothes,myheartached

forthefactthatthismarriageisfailing]

Lwandle:[enterstheroom andholdsher



from behind]I’m sorrybabe,Ishouldn’t

haveallowedthemcomebetweenus.

Me:[crying]Pleaseleavemealone,Idon’t

wanttoseeyou.

Lwandle:[turnsheraround]Wecanstillfix

this,Pleasedon’tpushmeaway.

Me:Youslappedme,Ican’tmarryyou.

Lwandle:Nodon’tdothisplease.

Me:IneedspaceLwandle,takeyourstaff

andleave.

Lwandle:[holdshereventighter]You’renot



leavingme,notinthislife.

Isenseddangerleakinginthecorners,this

marriagemightbetheendofme.Suddenly

Iwasafraidofthismananddoubtedthelove.

Ijustswallowedmypride,preparedtheguest

room forthem andwenttopreparedinner

forthem.Obedienceissurelybetterthan

sacrifice,Iservedthem andwenttomystudy,

Ireceivedacall.

Itumeleng:HelloMommy.

Me:[sniffing]youforgottotakeyourschool

shoesnana.

Lwandle:Aren’tyoucomingtoeatwithus?



Itumeleng:Mama,what’swrong?

Me:Ijustmissyoumybaby,nothingserious.

Itumeleng:Wewillpassbythereinthe

morningtofetchthem.

Me:Alright,GoodnightItumelengyaka.

Itumeleng:[laughs]GoodnightMa.

Lwandle:Pleasecameandeatwithus.

Me:[Iwipemytearsandfixmyself]I’m

followingyou.[Ifollowedhim downstairs

andsetonthetable,eatingmysalad]



HisUncle:[looksatReneilweandthenhis

wife]Kotiareyoualright?

Lwandle:[looksathiswife]Mazwamahle.

Me:I’m fine,whereisMmeSophie?

HisAunt:[uncomfortable]Inherroom I

guess.

*******************Lwandle****************

Betweenjealousyandmyfamily,Idon’t

knowwhichiskillingmymarriagemore.

Itumelengcan’tstandthesiteofme

anymorewhichisabigNo.Ihatemyselffor

hurtingherandeverythingelseIdid.She

wenttowashdishesandcametobed.I



pulledhercloseandIcouldtellshewas

veryuncomfortable.Duringtheearlyhoursof

themorning,Iheardherpraying.

Reneilwe:[sniffing]GodIdon’tknowwhatI

gotmyselfinto,Idon’tknowifthisislove

orlust.Myhus…wellLwandlehitmeandnow

Ifearhim.I’m afraidthatI’llbeavictim of

abuseifItrytoleavethismarriage.Idon’t

knowwhattodoorthinkatthemoment.I

havenoone,it’sjustyouandme.Amen.

Me:[heartbroken,IclosedmyeyesasI

heardhercoming]

Reneilwe:[climbsonthebed,sniffing]Please

moveover.

Me:[IopenedmyeyesandIcouldseeit,



fearwasalloverherbodylanguage]I’m

deeplysorry.

Reneilwe:[climbsonthebedandlooksthe

otherdirection]Ohsnap[jumpsoffthebed

andwearsherclothes]Okay.

Me:[Ijustsetonthebedsleepless,Iwore

mygownandsearchedforher,shewasinthe

laundryroom.Ironingmyclothes,itbrokemy

heart,Ipulledouttheplug]stopallthis

please,whyareyoudoingthis?

Reneilwe:[lookingaway]Iwantyoutobe

happy.

Me:[Ilookedatherandherfacewas

swollenwithmyfingerprinted,Iscoopedher

upandwewenttothekitchen.Iplacedher



onthetableandplacediceonherface]I’m

sorrybabe,I’llfixthis.

Reneilwe:[intears]Aow..okay.

Me:[Inursedherandfedhercarefully]I’m

sorryforeverythingthat’sbeenhappening,

It’sgoingtogetbettertrustme.

Reneilwe:Kuxap,Ihavetostartmaking

breakfast.

Me:Babepleaselookatme[shekept

lookingdown,sigh]I’m amonsterand

undeservingtobeyourhusband.Pleasegive

meonemorechance.

Reneilwe:[climbsoffthetableandstarts



makingbreakfast]Ijustwanttofinishthis

beforeleavingforwork,pleaseexcuseme.

Me:[shewascold,likenobreathorsense

thatthere’sanyhopeleft]IloveyouReneilwe

Mokoena[sheblushedaway]Don’tbeangry

atme,Ican’tsurviveit,please.

Reneilwe:[seriousface]Myfacestillhurts,

LeavemykitchenLwandle.
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Me:I’m onmyknees,pleaseforgiveme.

Reneilwe:[turnsaroundwithaknifeinher

hand,angry]GETTHEHELLOUT!

Me:[Istoodupandleftherkitchen,she



wasdefinitelyangry,Isetonthestaircase]

HisUncle:[comesfrom theguestroom,

worried]whathappened?

Me:mymarriageisending.

HisUncle:Youshouldberejoicing,thisis

whatyouwanted.

Me:[shocked]Iwa….

HisUncle:Youwanttomarryyourauntright?

Godoitthen.

Me:[Ifeltabitweirdandstartedshaking,

theneverythingwentdark.Iwokeupontop



ofthecouchwithaspooninmymouth]

Reneilwe:[lookingathim,seriousface]Your

breakfastisonthetableandyourclothes

areontopofthebed,I’m offtowork.

Me:[whydidn’tIjustdie?Herfacelookedat

bitbetterbutthebursewasstillvisible,I

closedmyeyes]

Reneilwe:I’m goingtobeworkingoutof

Gautengtoday,soI’llcomebacklate.

Me:[Iwatchedherwalkawayastearsfellon

thepillow,Itriedtospeakbutmyvoice

didn’tcomeout,shekeptwalkinguntilshe

walkedoutofthedoor]



HisAunt:Youneedtotakeyourmeds,situp.

****************Reneilwe*********************

Daysturnedintoweeksthenfourmonths.I

can’tstandthemanthatIlove,Ifearwhat

hemightdotome.Ifeeltrappedinmy

ownhome,Ileaveearlyinthemorningand

comehomelate.Itumelengishappyand

that’stheonlythingIlivefornow.It’sthe

weekofChristmasandmyscheduleistight,

thereareordersleftrightandcentre.Right

nowI’m comingfrom SunCity,Iparkmy

carandsigh.Idragmyselfinsideoutofthe

carandopenthedoor,thankGodthehouse

isdarksoIwalkinwithconfidence.

HisAunt:Welcomeback.



Me:[Ijumpedinfear,Iturnedonthelight]

Goodnight[Iheadforthestairs]

HisAunt:I’m sorryforeverythingIdidto

you,thewordsIsaidaboutyou.Don’tfeel

uncomfortableinyourownhome.

Lwandle:[comesdownstairs]IthoughtI

heardvoices,helloMazwamahle.

Me:[Iwassouncomfortable,Ipressedmy

phone’spanicbuttonwhichfakesaphone

call,Ilookedatit]I’m sorryIhavetotake

this[Irushedupstairspretendingtobeon

thephone,Itookalongsteamyshowerwhen

thedooropened,hewalkedin,Iclosedthe

tapsandattemptedtoleave]

Lwandle:[pullsherclose]Imissyou,



[spreadsherlegsandstandsbetweenthem]

Youdon’tliveinthishouseanymore,you

don’teatorreplywhenIsayIloveyou,I

don’tknowhowtosayI’m sorryanymore.

[sigh]Yourbodyisherewithmebutyour

mindisn’there.

Me:[myclittwitchedandIwasalreadywet

downstairs,Icouldn’tlookintohiseyes]I’m

afraidthatonedayI’llmakeyouangryand

you’llbeatme.

Lwandle:[caressingherback]Ididn’tgiveup

myboxingglovestomakeyouapunching

bag,thissilencebetweenusdrivesmecrazy.

Me:[hehadallmyattention,hishandonmy

badandhishardself-rubbingonmywomb]

I’m sorry.



Lwandle:[opensthedoor]I’m tiredofhaving

sexwithyou,Iwanttomakelovetomy

icequeen.

Me:[Istoodonmytiptoesandinitiateda

kiss,hedidn’treturnit]Bab’Celecomeon.

Lwandle:[walksout]Goodnight.

Me:[rightthenithitmehard,I’vebeen

selfishandsilly,ImeanIlovethisman.I

driedmybodyandwrappedatowelaround

me,Ifoundhim sittingattheedgeofthe

bed,Isetonhislap]Bab’Celewam.

Lwandle:[emotionless]Idon’twanttobe

liabilityneithercanIhandlethestress,I’m



leavinginthemorning.

Me:[heliftedmeoffhim andsleptonhis

side,thiswaspainful.Ihuggedhim from

behind]Don’tgo.

Lwandle:Youreturnedmybrideprice,I

thoughtignoringitwouldn’thurtbutitjust

does.[removesherarmsandstandsup]I’ll

sleeponthecouch.

Me:[tearsfell]I’m sorry,Iwasangry.

Lwandle:[laysonthecouch]I’m sorrytoo.I

couldn’tsleeptherestofthenight,Ireturned

thatmoneywhileIwasstilltraumatisedby

theRape.Ineverthoughtitthrow,Ididn’t

thinkitwouldcomebacktobiteme.I

endedmymarriage,Ifailedtoholdonto



theonlygoodthingthathascomemyway.

OhLordihavenothingthatcanmakehim

staynow,Ican’tevengivehim ababyyet

hestayedwithme.

Me:[Iclimbedonthecouchandheldhim]

Youcan’tleaveme.

Lwandle:[straightface]whyshouldIstay?

Me:YoulovemeandIloveyou,IknowI

havenothingtoofferyoubutdon’tleave

meplease.

Lwandle:Goandsleep,thiscouchisn’tbig

enoughforthetwoofus.

Me:whereveryoulayyourhead,that’swhere



I’lllaymine.

Lwandle:[scoopsherupandtheybothlay

onthebed,theyshareakiss]Okay.

Me:[Iwaswideawake,thinkingwhat’sgoing

tobecomeofmewithoutmyhusband.I’m

terrifiedoflosinghim,Ididn’trealizeIwas

cryinguntilhewipesmycheek]areyoustill

leaving?

Lwandle:Doyouwantmeto?

Me:[Iclimbedontopofhim andkissedhis

chest]Ineedyoutostay.
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Wesleptafterheignoredmyeverygesture



togethisattention.Iwokeupaloneinthe

bed,Ijumpedoutofbed,searchedthewhole

house,hisclosetwascleanandtheywere

gone.Icouldn’tfindanyonenotevenSophie.

Itookoutabucketofice-cream and

chocolate,criedatyetanotherfailed

engagement.IswearI’m donewithme….the

doorswungopenandaveryfuriousMnqobi

entered.Ishouldchangethelocksstraight.

Mnqobi:[pacingaround]Kantiabafazibanjani?

[howarewomen]

Me:[thisreallytickledmybones,Ijust

laughedoutofthebluebecauseIcouldn’t

understandwhat’swrongwiththismanand

whydidhecamehereofallplaces]Ntate

Molo.



Mnqobi:[sitsontheedgeofthecouch,

holdinghishead]Sheisselfishandstubborn!

Me:Ican’thelpyou,ifyoudon’texplain

what’sgoingon?

Mnqobi:Canyouimagine,Imarriedabeauty

withoutbrains?She’sgotalltheeggsbut

refusestogivemeonechild,justone.I

meanwecangetasurrogatebutshejust

doesn’twantto.

Me:[andIthoughtIhadproblems,hewas

layingonmythighswhileIrubbedhisback]

I’lltalktoher,she’llagree.

Mnqobi:[quicklymovesawayandlandson

thefloor]Thisiswrong,whereisLwandle?



Me:Heleftme,Idon’tthinkhiscoming

backanytimesoon.

Mnqobi:[hugsher]OurlivesaresoF*ckedup,

I’m sorry.

Me:No,youstillneedtoworkonyour

marriage.

Mnqobi:Ican’thelpit,IwantkidsRee[he

kissesherandsheresponds]

Me:[Ipullout]No,thisiswron…[hepulled

mecloserandthekisscontinuedinavery

thirtyway,thatIrealisedamoanashis

handswererubbingonmybarethighs,

makingmewet]



Mnqobi:[makesherliebackonthecouch

andkissesherneck]Sh*tRee.[heripesher

nightdressexposinghererectedbreastsand

groans,hekissesherslowlyyet

passionatelygoingdowntoherbellybutton,

linksitmakinghermoanlouder,spreadsher

legsandremovesherthong,smellsher

cookie]Yummythechocolatefactory.[kneels

betweenherlegsandstartsmuffingherwhile

positioningherbody]

Me:[thethingshewasdoingtome,sent

explosionsdownmyspine,Ihitorgasm and

mybodyfeltelectrocuted.Hebitme,

makingmecravehim evenmore]Mmmm

Yessss.

Mnqobi:[standsupandtakesoffhisclothes,

asshebegsformore]Shhh…todayit’sjust



meandyou,[putsherlegsonhisshoulder

andslamsintoher,startsslowlyand

increaseshispaceashernailsstretchhis

back]Sh*tIloveyouRee.

Me:[heshowedmeasideofhim thatI

didn’tknowexisted,hebangedmethrough

myorgasm andpulledmyhairwhichdrove

mecrazy.ThenextthingIwasholdingthe

kitchentableasheslammedintomedeeply

withsomuchsexualanger.Forafewhours

weforgotaboutourproblemsanddidthings

toeachother.Wegainedoursensesaswe

kissedtryingtocatchourbreath,wefinished

ourbusinessintheshower,thengot

dressed]Thisissomethingthatshouldn’t

happenagain.

Mnqobi:[kisseshernose]Myfirst,youknow

Ican’tresistyou.



Me:Stopsayingallthis,weshouldworkon

ourmarriages.

Mnqobi:Yourlips,yourbeasts,Yourthighs,

Dammit[gettingaboner]Seewhatyou’re

doingtome.

Me:Youshouldbeatwork.

Mnqobi:Can’tamantakeasteamybreak?

Me:Sophiewillbehereatanytime.

Mnqobi:[pinsheronthewall]Webetterget

thatquickieontheroad[picksherupand

movesherthong,slamsintoheragain]Your

sowarm.



Me:[hemovedreallyquicklyinandoutof

me,drivingmecrazy]Ahhh..Anqo….

Mnqobi:[satisfieshimselfandkissesher

forehead]Dammityoursweet,myfirst.

Me:[thedoor-bellgoesoff,hepickedmeup

andtookmedownstairs,Isetonthecouch]

Comein.

Sophie:[enterswithshoppingbags]Come

helpmeunpack.

Mnqobi:[looksathisphone]Gottogo,later

fam.[speedsout]

Sophie:[irriated]WhereisthatCele?



Me:Idon’tknowhewasgonewhenIwoke

up.

Sophie:Goodriddance,[sitsonthecouch,

angry]Ifoundhim havingsexwithsomegirl,

Ifthingscontinuethisway,you’regoingto

getSTDsorworse.

*******************Lwandle*****************

IstoppedafterIsawthewelcometo

Pretoriasign.Ibattledwithmymind,I

shouldhavetoldherthetruthMaybeshe

wouldhavegivenmeachance.Howdidmy

lifegetsocomplicated?MyUnclecouldn’t

facemebecauseheisreally.Ijustdrove

tothefarm justhopingthatshewillanswer

herphoneandwecantalkaboutthis.As



soonasIarrivedIcalledherandshepicked

onthefirstring.

Reneilwe:Whoisshe?

Me:Pleaseallowmetoexplain.

Reneilwe:youshouldhaveexplainedthisto

me,isshethereasonyou’vebeenrefusing

tobeintimatewithmelately?

Me:Iseeyourstillangry.

Reneilwe:I’m notactually,Ihopeshemakes

youhappyandyouguyshaveanexciting

lifetogether.



Me:Callmewhenyouwanttolistentome

[Ihangup]sheknows.

HisAunt:Youjustcouldn’tkeepyourpants

up,nowlookatallthisnonsenseyou

caused.

Me:Blamingmeisn’tgoingtochange

anything.
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Ipacedaroundtryingtogatherthegutsto

callheragainbutIdecidedtosleeponit.As

Iwasabouttosleepmyphonerang,I

lookedatit.dammitwhatdoesthisgirlwant

from me?ImeanItoldherthatwecan’t

continue.Iansweredreallypissedoff.



Me:Whatisityouwan….

Her:I’m pregnantLwandle.

Me:Cindydon’tjokelikethatplease.

Cindy:I’m twomonthspregnantandit’s

yours.

Me:[excited]that’sgreat,wearehavinga

baby.

Cindy:Mymotherisangry,shewantsmoney

fordamages.

Me:Don’tworrywecanfixthatone.[Ihang

upandrandownstairs]She’spregnant!!!



HisUncle:WhoReneilwe?

Me:Cindy.

HisAunt:Impregnatingyourwife’sfriend

shouldn’tbeagoodthing.

*******************Reneilwe******************

Thenextfewday,Iwasheartbrokenabout

theeventsofmylife,Cindycalledmeand

toldmeshe’spregnantforLwandle.Icried

untiltearsdriedout,mylifeisjustspinning

around.It’slikeI’m justaccompanying

peopletotheirdestinies,Iguesspeoplejust

medon’thavehappyendings.Itookoutmy

suitcases,ImeanIchangedthinkinglifewas



goingtobegraceful.

Sophie:[opensthedoor,worried]stopdoing

thistoyourself.

Me:[cryingbitterly]ISTOPPEDBEINGA

PROSTITUTE,IWANTEDTOBEHAPPY,

NOW IHAVENOTHINGJUSTALOADED

BANKACCOUNT.HEREIAM AGAIN,

UNHAPPYWITHNOTHINGAGAIN.

Sophie:[triestotouchherbutshezipsher

bag]BabyIloveyou.

Me:[Idragmysuitcase,Itakemycarkeys,

crying]Ihavetoomuchvoid,Ican’tanymore.

Sophie:[hugsherbyforce,emotional]Inthis



familywepray,FatherIbringmydaughter

untoyou,shehassomuchangerand

emptiness,giveherpeacerightnowamen.

Me:[sheheldmeuntilIeventuallystopped

cryingandtackedmein]

Sophie:Sleepitoffdear[takesherphones,

laptop,carkeysandhousekeys]You’llfeel

betterinthemorning.

Me:[sheswitchedoffthelights,itwas

lightsoutforme,thenextdayIwokeup,

tookabaththenwentdownstairs,Ifound

Sophiepayingsomeguy]Morning.

Sophie:[comewithabowlfullofsoup]Eat

upandgogetdressed,Ihavechosen

clothesforyoutowear.



Iateandworethebaggyclothesshehad

boughtforme.Wegotinsidemycarand

drovetothesupermarket.Boughtfruitsand

veggiesinbigpackages,thenwewenttoan

orphanage.Iwasrequestedtocookona

hugepotorjointhepaintingteam.Five

hoursintothecooking,mylegswerekilling

meandmywholebodywassweaty.Asthat

wasn’tenough,wewashedapileofdishes.

Sophie:MaMokoena,it’stimetogohome.

Me:[Irinsedmyhandsandwedrovehome]

Thatwashumbling.

Sophie:Meandyouaregoingtoserve

there,everyThursdayandTuesday.



Me:[Iwantedtorefusebutshedidn’tgive

meachance,Iparkedandrushedtothedoor,

Itriedopeningbutmykeysgotstuck,

confused]Am Iintherightyard?

Sophie:Gettherestofthestaffintheboot,

Ichangedthelocks.[opensthedoorand

walksin]Reneilwe,rushmyfeetarekillingme

hle.

Me:[Itookthelastboxandwentinsidethe

house,threwmyselfonthecouchandkicked

offmyshoes]Wowthatwashumbling.

Sophie:I’m gladyouthinkso,nowgo

upstairsandsleep.

Me:[Ididn’twaitforhertochangehermind,

Ifledupstairstiredashell,Ipassedouton



thebed]Goodnighttome.

Itumeleng:[stormsintotheroom,emotional]

Mommy!

Me:[myeyelidswereheavy,Ihadzero

energy]Biggirl.

Itumeleng:[lyingonhermother’sstomach]

Daddywasinvolvedinanaccident.

Me:[Ijumpedoffthebedlikesomethingwas

shockingme,tearsfell]what?When?How?

Itumeleng:[crying]Theywerearguingandhe

justleft,thenwereceivedacallthathisgone.



Me:[crying]Nonqobi!!!Youcan’tdieonme.

Itumeleng:Ishouldhavestoppedhim Ma,I

wanthim backMommy.

Me:[ItouchedmystomachasIfeltasharp

paininmyabdomen,Itookadeepbreath]

Mnqobi.

Sophie:[comeinwithaglassofsugarwater]

IjustgotoffthephonewithLerato,his

conditioniscritical,lookslikehisheart

refusestogiveup.

Me:[Iworemysleepersandgown]Getmy

carkeys.

Sophie:Youbotharegoingnowhere,we’llall



goseehim tomorrowmorning.[givesher

water]thiswillcalm you.

Me:[Idrankthewaterandrantothetoilet,I

vomiteverythingoutandrinsemymouth]

What’sinthatwater?

Itumeleng:MommycanIsleepwithyou

tonight.

Me:[Itookofthegownandclimbedintobed

withmybaby]GoodnightMme.

Sophie:[switchesoffthelights]night[shuts

thedoor]
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ThetruthisIcouldn’tsleepablink,Ilooked



atItumeleng.Mybabywassleepingonher

wetpillow.Duringthenight,Ikeptwaking

uptovomit.Itmustbemynerves,playing

me.Thenextday,Iwokeupandwentto

bath.Iworetrucksuitsandsnickers,I

brushedmynaturalhairandtiedit.Iwent

downstairsandfoundSophiereadywithmy

breakfast.Iateandshegavebackmy

phone,keys,laptop.Idrovetothehospitaland

boughtpeanutbutterwithaspoon.Iwalked

ineatingmyblackcat,Isawhisparentsand

mytearsfell.

Me:[eating]howishe?

MrsMolo:[wipeshertears,smiles]I’m glad

toseeyou.

Me:[awkward,everyonelookedatmewitha



smilebesidesLerato]kengkalona?[they

justhuggedmeatthesametime,Ifelta

strangepaininmyabdomenagainandI

quicklysetdown,holdingmystomach]

Aoch…Mmmm…..

MrMolo:[holdsherstomach]Anqobile

behave.

Me:[Idon’tknowbutIfeltsorelievedoff

thepain,itimmediatelyleft]Isanyonegoing

toanswerme?

Lerato:[chewingabum whilestaringather

phone]Hisbraindamagedandprobably

paralysedforlife.

Me:[thiswomanrubbedmethewrongway,

shedidn’tshowanyemotionofsympathy



nothing,angry]Hisyourhusbanddammit!

Doctor:[comesoutoftheatre]Hiscondition

hasstabilised,wewillmovehim toICUnow

andyoumayseehim.

Lerato:Mama,youanddadcangoseehim.

MrMolo:[looksatReneilwe]goseehim,tell

him aboutAnqobile.

Lerato:[confused]whotheheckisthat?

MrsMolo:Theirson.

Lerato:Ohtheonewhodiedpre-maturely?

How’sthatgoingtohelphim?



Me:Ican’tseehim likethat,[Itakemy

handbag]I’m reallysorry.

HisUncle:Ihaveassignedyousecurity

guardsbecausewedon’tknowwho’sbehind

thisyet.

Me:[asmuchasIfearDaddy,Idon’ttrust

him.I’m notgoingtoputmylifeatrisk]No.

HisAunt:Pleaseforthesakeofmy

grandchild.

Me:Idon’tknowwhatyouallareonabout

butmyanswerremainsNO.

MrMolo:Drivesafelydear.



Igotinsidemycaranddrovetowork.I

dealtwithafewsuppliersandorderedthe

thingsIneeded.Thenitwasjustmeandmy

sawingmachine,untilknockofftime.

EveryoneleftandIcontinuedworking,perks

ofenjoyingwhatIdo.BythetimeIwas

makingmyfourthcoffee,Irealiseditwas

1am inthemorning.Isetdownand

continuedworking,Icreatednewdesigns.

Thentookpicturesofthem andpostedthem

onthepagearound6am inthemorning.

Nandi:[opensthedoor]Bosslady,yourover

workingagain.

Me:WhatcanIsay,IlovewhatIdoplus

Christmaswillbeourbusiestday.



Nandi:Yeah,theorderswe’vebeen

receivingarecrazy.

Me:IloveCrazy,itpaysthebills.

Ntombi:Christmasisjustthreedaysaway,

solet’spush.

Me:[Iwasfeelingreallynauseas,standsup]

I’dlovetopushwithyoubutmypartisdone

here.[Ileftandboughtgingerbiscuits,then

drovebacktomyhouse.Iunlockedand

foundtheMolo’sinside]MorningFamily.

Itumeleng:[runstoherandhugsher]You

shouldhavecalled.

Me:I’m sorry,Iwasjustconsumedbywork



darling.

HisUncle:Ihopeyoudon’tmind,Lerato

refusedtoaccommodateus.

Me:[Iwastootiredtoargueoraskfurther

questions]Stayaslongasyoulike,I’m off

tobed.

Sophie:Aren’tyougoingtohavebreakfast

first?

Me:IalreadydidMme,thankyou.

Itumeleng:Mamathere’saparent’smeeting

atschooltonight.



Me:[sigh]WakemeuplatersoIcan

prepare.[rightthenImissedMnqobibecause

healwaystookcareofthispartof

Itumeleng’slife.]goodnig…

Lwandle:[entersfumingwithanger]what’s

goingonhere!?

Me:[Iturnedtolookathim]Myparentsare

heretodiscussthisfailedmarriage.

Lwandle:[embarrassed]soyoutoldthem?

Me:Myfeetarekillingme,I’m nauseasand

tired.Ireallydon’thavetime,nexttimeyou

cometothishouseknock,thisisn’tyour

house.



Sophie:Youshouldlistentowhathehasto

say.

Me:[tearsfalling]thereisnothingtolistento,

Cindyispregnantforhim,Goaheadandplay

happyfamilywithher.[Ifeltpaininmy

abdomenagain]AowMmm…[takingadeep

breathe]MmeIthinkIhaveastomachbug.

MrsMolo:[takesoutabraceletfrom her

purseandputsitonReneilwe’shand,

shouting]ANQOBILEBEHAVE!

Me:[thebraceletlookedexactlyliketheone

Mnqobialwayswears,Ilookedatitasthe

painsubsided]ThanksMa.

Lwandle:[confused]WhoisAnqobile?



Sophie:YoushouldgoCele,Reneilwegolie

down.
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Iwentupstairs,tookalongshowerandgot

insidethebed.Isleptimmediately,Iwas

outforagood10hour.Iwokeupmoretired

andhungry.Iwentdownstairsandfound

Mnqobi’smotherbakingwithSophieinthe

kitchen.Thishousefeelssowarm with

peopleinit,morelikeahome.

Me:[Isitonthehighchairs]Thisisreally

nice.

Sophie:shewasjusttelling,whyyouand

hersonbrokeup.



Me:[Iinstantlygotbored,Itookanapple]

Don’twaitup.

HisMother:what’swrong?Ithoughtyou

guysmadepeaceaboutthematter.

Me:[Irritated]Justsoeveryoneknows,I’m

donewithmenPERIOD!

Sophie:[Shock]Alright,drivesafely.

Me:[itookmycarkeysandwenttoseea

therapist,Icameinandsitsdown]Myname

isReneilweMokoena.

Therapist:[smiles]YoucancallmeCharles,

whyareyouhereReneilwe?



Me:[tearsfalling]Mylifeisspinningoutof

control,Ifeelemptyandunloved.Ifound

outthatmyhusbandtobesleptwithoneof

myfriendsafterIcheatedwithmyexon

thesameday.I’vealwayswantedafamily

butIwasdeclaredbarrenafterIhada

miscarriage.Myfriendispregnantformy

husbandandIsuspectI’m pregnantformy

extoo.

Therapist:[giveshertissue]doyoustill

wanttomarryhim?

Me:Idon’tknow,apartofmewantstolet

gobutIneedhim.

Therapist:[takesnotes]whydoyoufeelyou

needhim?



Me:Hemakesmefeellovedlikesomeone

caresaboutme,hemakesmefeelfathered.

Therapist:Iseeyouhavealowself-esteem,

youfeeldependentonotherpeoplebecause

youdon’thaveself-love,soIhaveafew

activitiesforyoutodo.[giveshertheletter

andajournal]Writehowyoufeelafterdoing

thoseactivities.

Me:[Itakeinandputitinmyhandbag]

Thankssomuchforlistening.

Therapist:I’llonlychargeyouwhenyou

havegainedyourself,Ihavewrittenmy

numbersonthebottom,it’s24/7forclients.



Me:Thankyou[Ifeltatpeacewithmyself,

thefirstthingonthelist,wastoswitchoff

myphoneandgohaveabodymassage,

sleepinahotel.IsentItuamessagethatI

won’tbehomefortwodays,Idroveto

Proteahotel]Iwouldlikeonehoneymoonsuit.

Receptionist:CashorCredit?

************Narrated**************

Lwandlearriveswithhispeople,theyare

abouttodiscusstheissueathand.The

Molo’sdecidetopostponethemeetingas

Reneilweisnotaround.MrsMolopanics

thinkingthatshehasoffendedherandmade

herhomeunbearable.Anywayeveryonegoes

tothehospitaltoseeMnqobiashisnow

awake.Itumelenggreetshim withawarm



hugandtheroom goesquite.

HisUncle:howareyoufeelingson?

Mnqobi:Despitethepaininmyspineand

themassiveheadaches,I’m perfect.

MrMolo:That’sgoodtohear.

Mnqobi:[looksaroundandcantell

somethingisintheair]what’swrong?I

knowsomethingisup,tellme.

Sophie:[smiles]Madam iscarryingyourson.

Mnqobi:[bored]sowhereislerato?Shouldn’t

shebeherebesideherhusbandwithmy



unbornchild.

MrsMolo:ShemeansReneilweiscarrying

yourson.

Mnqobi:[meltsintoasmile,from onecheek

toother]Bestnewsever,I’m goingbe

daddy.

Sophie:Iloveyourexcitementbutifyou

don’tgetupandfixthingswithMadam,

you’llneverseeyourchildastheCele’sare

claiminghim already.

Mnqobi:[calm]Bayanyalabo,Bebakuphi

bonamasimenzalomntana?[theyare

sh*tting,wherewerethey,whenwewere

makingthischild]



MrMolo:guideyourtongue.

Mnqobi:[irritated]AiiBaba,Idarethem to

trythatsh*twithmyson.

HisAunt:[laughs]Butyouaremarriedmos.

Mnqobi:[relaxed]Leratoain’tsh*tbuta

rebound,GodknowsIcan’tstoploving

Reneilwewitheveryatom inmybody.Sofa

silahlanelapa[untildeathdouspart]

Sophie:Retlabona,wejustpostponedthe

discussiontonextweekend.

Mnqobi:[takesadeepbreath,tryingto

controlhisemotions]Letlobonamasipaka



nwanaka,mafrastruuu![youwillseeSh*t

withmychild,Ipromiseyou,smiles]so

whereisRee?

HisUncle:Wearestillworkingonthatshe

sentamessagesayingshewon’tbehome

fo….

Mnqobi:[enraged]WTF!!![Themachines

startbeeping]Howareyousuresheeven

sentthatmessage?Niyanginyalestrong!

Whatifshe’slyingdeadinsomeditch[starts

removinghisdrip’s]orbeingraped?Huh?

Nurses:[theyholdhim downandsedatehim]

Sir,calm down.

Mnqobi:[losingstrength]Findmy

wife…[passesout]



HisParents:Youshouldn’thavetoldhim?

HisUncle:Icouldn’tlie.

Itumeleng:[comesfrom outside]Ahhis

sleepingsosoon.

HisAunt:CanIpleaseseeyourphone,nana?
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MrMolo:FindReneilwebeforehistory

repeatsitself.

Sophie:Whathistory?

MrsMolo:AfterReneilwebrokeupwith



Mnqobi,hewentafterhisUncleandAunt.

Sophie:[curious]Afterinwhatway?

HisAunt:Wehave7bulletwoundstoprove

it,doesthatansweryourquestion?

MrMolo:Sowebettermakesure,she’s

found.

HisUncle:[pressinghisphone,angry]That

wewill.

*****************Reneilwe*********************

Ohsoheavenly,Igotsomemetime.Ibought

myselfrosesandchocolates.Fortwodaysit



wasjustme,myselfandi.Writinginthat

Journalhelpedme,Ifoundmyselflaughing

againanditfeltsogood.Iwenttotheclinic

andhadapregnancytestdone,soa

personisOneandahalfweekspregnant.I

namedmybabyMpho,Youknowlike

ReneilweMpho.I’m notreadytogoback

homebutitumelengneedsme.Iwasdriving

homewhenMnqobicrossedmymind,I

madeaU-turnanddrovetothehospital.

ThemomentIwalkedin,oureyesmet.

Me:Howareyou?

Mnqobi:[smiling]Haowwhendidthatstart?

Nohug,nex,dololo?

Me:[wesharedalonghugandbrokeitup]

Welcomeback.



Mnqobi:Icouldn’tletoursongrowup

withoutafather,noways!

Me:[Ijustlaughed]CooldownMr,it’sonly

beenaweekand3days.

Mnqobi:[laughing]#MyFirst#OurFirst…Sofa

silahlaneminanawe.

Me:I’dlovetostayandjoke,butIneedto

gohome.

Mnqobi:[looksather]WhateverhappensRee,

pleasedon’tkeepmeawayfrom ourson,I

knowthatyouaremarriedbutpleaseIwant

toshareinthisprocess.



Me:Icouldn’tkeepyouawayevenifItried,

[Itakehishandandplaceitonmyflat

belly,myheartwasbeatingoutofmychest,

tearsfalling]thisisus,meandyou,forever.

Mnqobi:[tearsfalling]Thankyousomuch.

Me:[wesaidaprayerandlistenedtoour

heartsbeatinglikearhythm,hislikean

addiction,Ican’tstayawayfrom him,forthat

momentwejustwonderedintohavingour

son,sigh]Ihavetoheadhomenow.

Mnqobi:don’tdecoratethenurserywithout

me.

Me:[Inodded,wesharedabriefhugandI

drovehome,foundLwandleparkedoutside,I

parkandheadtowardsthehouse]Bab’Cele



howareyou?

Lwandle:[shocked]I’m fineandyou?

Me:[smiling]I’m blessed,how’sCindyand

thebaby?

Lwandle:[looksdown]Ihaven’tspokento

hersinceshetoldme.

Me:alright,Iheardyoucametoclaim my

babyasyours?Wellthisbabywasconceived

thedayyouleftthishouse.I’m notangryor

upsetwithyou,lifehappenstoallofus.

Lwandle:Istillloveyou.



Me:Ihavetwoprioritiesnow,mysonand

itumeleng.

Lwandle:[embarrassed]you’regoingtogive

Mnqobiason?

Me:[laughing]that’strue,Istillcan’tbelieve

iteither.

Lwandle:Doyoustillloveme?

Me:Ilovemenow,lookIwishyouthebest

inlifeandthanksforeverythingweshared.

Lwandle:You’remywifeandIdon’twant

thattochange.Wecanfixthis.



Me:It’snotbrokentrustme,weweren’t

meanttobeIguess.

Lwandle:[hugshertight]takeallthetimeyou

needtoheal,I’llbewaitingforyou.

Me:[laughingtotears]Mylifeisajoke,aii.

Lwandle:[kissesherhandandforehead]

LaterMam’CeleWam.[getsintohiscarand

drivesoff]

Me:[whatjusthappened?Ileanedonmy

carlaughinghard]

Sophie:[comesoutofthehouse,relaxed]

Reneilwewhat’sgoingon?



Me:[Istoppedandpickedupmyhandbag,

calm]Lifeisinsession,Mme.[Iwalked

passedherintothehouse,wheretheMolo’s

werefeasting]goodev…[theyallstoodup

withworriedlooks]okay.

MrsMolo:[givesherawarm hug,intears]we

wereworriedsick.

HisUncle:[sigh]youalmostgaveusaheart

attack.

Itumeleng:[hugsher,takeherbag]welcome

backMama,[walksupthestairsandstops]

daddywantstoseeyou.

Me:Iwaswithhim anhourago,baby.



HisAunt:Pleasejusttaketheguards.

Me:[smiling]whydoIneedguards?WhenI

lovetheattention,I’m getting.Normallyyou

wouldn’tvisitmyhouseorbethisworried

aboutme.

MrMolo:[laughs]That’strue.

Me:TheperksofcarryingaMoloaretoo

great,Ishouldprobablymakesevenmore.

HisUncle:[laughs]that’sbravetosay.

Me:IfmakingMolo’sisgoingtomakeme

thisimportant,braceyourselves,I’m taking

fertilitypills.



TheFamilyandSophie:[laughtheirlungs

out]
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Thisisjustgreat,I’m surroundedbylaughter,

loveandexcitement.Thisisgoingtobethe

greatestNinemonthsever,Ijoinedinandwe

ate,whiletalkingabouteverythinginafunny

way.Thenexttwomonthswerejust

beautiful,fullhouseandnowweareonour

waytothescan.Mnqobihasbeendischarged

anditwasn’tasbadaseveryonethought

becausehecanwalkshortdistanceswitha

stickthough.WellIhaven’theardanything

from theCele’s.ImendedthingswithCindy

becausemybabyisablessing,I’mglad

Lwandlehadguiltwhenhedid.

Doctor:[rubsthegelonherstomach,

surprised]Thisisthefirstappointment,I’m



doingwithmorethenthreepeopleinthe

room.

Me:I’m verylucky,youdon’thavetotellme

twice.

Mnqobi:Okay,let’sseemyboy.HisUncle:In

9monthsyou’llbesingingadifferentsong,

changingnappiesinthemiddleofthenight.

Mnqobi:OhI’m ready.

Doctor:[startsthescan,worried]thereare

twoheartbeatsbutIcan’tseethesecond

body.

MrsMolo:Thisisn’thappening.



Me:[myheartjustbroke,tearsfell]whatif

it’sthatanimal,it’sgoingtoeatmybaby.

Mnqobi:[Snatchesthescanandlooksatthe

screen,furious]Wecanbeatthis,we’renot

losinganotherbaby!!!

Doctor:Wecanputacamerathroughyour

privatejusttogetaclearview.

MrMolo:[panicking,lookingathisAunt]Well

whatcanyousayforyourgooddeeds?

Whatexactlydidyouputinsideher?

HisAunt:Idon’tknowbutitwasjustan

egg.

Me:[Igotupandwipedmyself,fixedmy



shirt.IjustwalkedoutandMnqobifollowed

me,Ijustfelthandshuggingme.Webroke

downtogethersilently]

Mnqobi:[whispering]We’renotgoingtolose

him,trustme.

Me:I’m afraid,I’m soattachedthistime.

Mnqobi:Iwantyoutoholdmeastightas

youcan[shedoesthat]listentome,Hisa

fighter.Wejustneedtomakesureyouget

regularcheck-upsandkeepyouashealthy

aspossible.

Me:[Ijustlaughedatthewayheimitated

johnnybravo’svoice]Yourcrazyyazi.



Mnqobi:We’vecomealongwaytogiveup

now,wegottaprayharderandmakesure

yourstressfree.

Me:[uncomfortable,hismanhoodwasjust

rubbingonmywomb,myclittwitched]I

thinkIneedlotsofsleepnow.

Mnqobi:[whisperinginherear]Iwannamake

lovetoyousobad,butIknowthatwould

crossstrings.

Me:Idon’tknowwh[Ifeltaslightpain].

Mnqobi:[goesonhisknees,putshishead

onherbelly]Ncooo,hismoving.

Me:Mxmithurts[calm]I’m starving.



Mnqobi:[looksupwhileholdingherright

hand]makeawish.

Me:[peoplewerestandingaround,thinking

hisproposing,bored]Standup,yourdeceiving

people.

HisParents:[Confused]what’shappening

here?

Me:Absolutelynothing,justhisdoctor

instincts.

Mnqobi:[standsup,laughing]Relax,weare

notplanninganyrelationshipormarriage

soon.



Lerato:[enters,fumingwithanger]Iknewit,

yourcheatingonme.

Mnqobi:[looksather]Youdivorcedmeon

mydyingbed,youdon’tmeansh*ttome

now.

Lerato:[roughlychewinggum]LookI’m

pregnantforyou.

Mnqobi:I’m notstupid,Iknowthatyouhad

yourtubestiedbeforethewedding.

Me:[Iholdhisaunt’shandandwhisperinto

herear]I’m starving,canwepleasegoto

thatsport.

HisAunt:[whispersback]Yeah,let’selope



thisdrama.

Me:[weleftunnoticedbecauseLeratowas

makingascene,wegotintohercarand

drovetothisgreatplace,boughtlargechips

andsoda,Icouldshethatshewasmiles

away]Relax,Maan.I’m overThomasandhis

tricks.

HisAunt:Hewillkillusifsomethinghappens

tothisbaby.

Me:[Iheldherhand]Leavehim tome,Ifhe

killsyouhowam Igoingtohavemyhome

birth?Imeanhehasalotofenemiesand

rightnowwecan’ttrustanyone.Weneedto

sticktogetherasafamily.

HisAunt:[receivesatext,relieved]Weshould



headhome.

Me:[wedrovehome,IwassosleepybutI

hadtotalktoMnqobi,Ifoundhim the

guestroom andinvitedhim tothemain

bedroom asit’ssoundproof]Sitdownwe

needtotalk.

Mnqobi:Ifit’saboutLerato,I’m not

interested.

Me:[Iwentintothebathroom andcameout

naked,Igotallhisattention]Yourauntis

goingtobemymidwif..[hechuckles]Mnqobi

wehavealotofenemiesasitis,whatif

ourbabyissnatchedatthehospital?Weare

familyandrightnowweneedtostick

together.



Mnqobi:[fumingwithAnger]Didsheputyou

uptothis?didshethreatenyou?B*tch!

Me:Touchahairontheirheadandyouwill

neverseemeorthisbabyagain.

Mnqobi:[Confused]whyareyouprotecting

thesepeople?

Me:LookguyI’m toohornyforthissh*t,do

wehaveadealorshouldIcallsomeone

else?

Mnqobi:[Furious]YOURNOTGOINGTO

FEEDMYSON,SOMEBUSTARDSSH*T.

[Roughlypushesheronthebedandremoves

hisbeltwhilestandingfirm betweenher

legs]YOUWANTTOBEMOTHERTHERESA

RIGHT?



Me:[hiseyeshadturnedcoldanddark,I

startedregrettinghavingthisconversation,

myfacialhairstoodup.Sh*t!!!Ihaven’tseen

thissideofhim before,whispering]No.
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Me:[Iclosedmyeyeastearsfell,thenIheard

him hitthebed]

Mnqobi:[kisseshertears]DammitIloveyou

somuch[getsdressedandleavestheroom]

Me:[tookmyphoneandcalledCharles,I

spoketohim for30minsandwenttotakea

shower,woremyPj’s,thedooropened]

Mnqobi,you’renotwelcomeinhere.



Mnqobi:[getsinwithatreyoffood,Sigh]I’m

sorry,youwereright.

Me:[angry]thanksforthefood,youmay

leave.

Mnqobi:[kneelsdown,calm]I’m sorry,please

forgiveme.

Me:Idon’tneedyou,Icanraisethisbaby

alone.

Mnqobi:Iknowyourverycapableofthat,

I’m sorry.

Me:You’reforgiven,getoutofmysite.



Mnqobi:Thankyou[standsupandleaves]

Ican’thelpthewayIfeel,I’m alwayshorny.

ThesehormonesmakemedothingsI

vowednevertodo,I’m gladIdidn’tsleep

withMnqobibecauseitwouldgivehim

falsehope.Thatchapterofmylifeisover

andIwantittostaythatway.Iateand

slept.ThenextdayIwokeup,tookaquick

showerandworemytightdresswithaslate,

stilettoes,didmymake-upandworemy

wear.Itookmyhandbagandlaptopbag,I

wentdownstairsandfoundpeoplehaving

breakfast.

Me:GoodmorningFam.

MrMolo:Youlookgorgeousbaby,whereto?



Me:Ihaveameetingwithaccountantsand

mybanker.

HisAunt:Ihopeyoutookflatshoestoo.

Me:No,themeetingisforafewhoursthen

I’llbeback.

MrsMolo:Areyougoingtositdownand

eat?

Me:I’m sorryMa,I’llgetsomethingonthe

road.I’m late.

Mnqobi:[withhisjawsweepingthefloor,

staringather]



HisUncle:[chuckles,shakesMnqobi]Relax

Boy,comeon.

Me:[Iwentoutandmydriverwasalready

waiting,Igotinsidethecarandhedroveus

tothevenueofthemeeting.Igotofthe

car,checkedmyselfandslayedallthewayto

theirboardroom]Ithoughtitwouldbethe

threeofus,Thomas.

UnknownMan:[opensthechairforher]

Pleasesit.

Thomas:I’m goingtoberetiringsoon,this

Mikemyson,hewilltakeoverthecompany.

Banker:[handsherafile]thosearethe

returnsonyourinvestments.



Me:[Ilookedatthefile,withMikestaringat

me]It’srudetostareMrSteinJunior.

Mike:[Clearshisthroatandgulpshisglassof

wine]Sorry.

Me:[wehadasmoothmeeting,Igot

feedbackonhowthebusinessisdoingand

howwecanhedgeagainsteconomic

fluctuations,Nowweareatalocal

restaurantfeasting]whatdoyouthink,we

arereadytosellsharesMike.

Mike:[blinks,clearlyhisfarawayfantasying

aboutReneilwe]Comeagain.

Me:Welcomebacktoreality.



Thomas:[laughs]Verythoughtful.

Me:[Ifeltsomeonetappingmyshoulder,I

turnedtolook.Boom!!!Itwasmylate

uncle’swifeandmystepmother,Itooka

deepbreathandsmiled]Wowthisisa

pleasantsurprise.[Itookmyhandbaganda

doggybag]You’llemailmeforournext

meeting,havealovelyday.

Banker:Alright,thanks.

HerStepMother:Iseesomethingsnever

change,youstilllovemen.

Me:Actually,Thatismybankerandthose

aremyaccountants.



HerAunt:[clapsherhands]Youreven

pregnantoutofwedlock.

TheDriver:Madam,yourcarisreadycanwe

go?

Them:[shocked]WenaMadam?

Me:Youshouldreadnewspaper’smore,I

justmademyfirstBillion.Howareyour

childrendoing?

Waiter:Youhaven’tpaidthebill.

HerStepMother:[opensherpurseand

startscountingtworands]inaminute.



Me:She’smymother,Howmuchisherbill?

Waiter:R249.

Me:[Iopenmypurseandthatourorange

notes]Here,keepthechange.

HerAunt:Aiiwena,bringbackthechange.

Me:[Idismissthewaiterandtakeouta

1000,calm]YouaretheonlymotherIhave

onthisearth,[Igiveherthemoney]Take

thisandbuycolddrink.

HerstepMother:[teary]whyareyoubeing

sonice?



Me:Mymothertaughtmeneversorepay

evilwithevil,[Igivehermycard]theseare

mycontactdetails[Ihugbothofthem]I

thankGodwemet.

Driver:Madam?

Me:[Isaidmygoodbyesandleftthem

fightingforthemoney,knowingmyStep

mothershe’stoogreedytoshare.AnywayI

gotintothecarandhejuststaredatme]Is

thereaproblem?

Driver:Youhaveabigheart,Godwillbless

youforfeedingyourenemies.

Me:Ireceive,Iholdnothingagainstthem.



Wearefamily.
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#Begratefulforwhatyouhave,appreciateall

whomakeyourlifeeasieroryoumightjustlose

itall#

AsIwasonmywaybackhome,Ireceived

acallfrom Nandi.IhadforgottenthatI’m

showingatalocalshow.Weturnedaround

andarrivedbeforeourturn,seriouslyNtombi

andNandiareangels.Theyhadpreparedthe

modelsandmadesurethejewellerywas

fine,Ijustmadefinaltouchesanditwas

runway.Iwassosleepyandmydriverwas

courtupsomewhere.AllIrememberis

goingtothechangingroomforanap,this

pregnancyisstartingtodrivemecrazy.The

nextdayIwokeup,inastrangeroom,I

don’trememberhowIgohere,ilooked



insidetheblanket,Iwasinmyunderwear’s

andmanpj’s.

Me:[tearsjustfell]Thisisnothappening,

whathaveIdone?

Mike:[enterswithatreyoffood]Absolutely

nothing,MorningBabycakes.

Me:[moretearscamedown]Ohno,we

didn’t…..didwe?

Mike:Nothinghappened,Idon’ttake

advantageofhotpregnantwomenwithout

theirpermission.

Me:Isthattreyforus?Sh*tI’m starving[I

ateandthemomentItastedmayo,Iranto



thebedsidebinandvomitedeverythingout]

Mike:[rubbingherback]I’m sorry.[givesher

acloth]wipeyourmouth.

Me:I’llcleanthi….

Mike:I’lltakecareofitdon’tworry,[opens

theclosetdoorandrevealsabathroom]You

maytakeashower,Ididn’tknowwhat

deodorantyouprefersoIboughteverything

ontheshelf.

Me:[Ijustpickedmyselfupandwenttothe

bathroom,tookalongshowerwhenIcame

outIfoundapreggiedresswithsleepers,I

worethem,Iheardaknock]Comein.



Mike:Idon’tknowanythingbettersoI

boughtyouayoghurtandgingercookies.

Me:[Itookthem andate]sowherearemy

clothes?

Mike:Onthewashingline,youvomitedon

them lastnight.

Me:whyareyousokindtome?

Mike:[smiles]You’reapayingclient,can’t

affordtothrowyoutothewolves.

Doknowsomethingcalled,beingtoo

comfortablewithastranger.Wewent

downstairs,watchedtelevisionwhilechowing

Mcdonald’sBigMacandchips.MphoandI



werejustinagreement,wemadesurewe

ateeverythingonthemenu.Mikedidn’t

mind,hejustwentabouthisbusinesslike

I’m notevenintheroom.Ievenfellasleep

onhismassagingcouchwiththefleecehe

gaveme.Iwokeuparound6intheevening,

hungryashellandfoundawimpydoggy

bag.Igotsoexcited,Iateeverythingin

there.

Mike:[enterstheroom,shocked]AhBurger

yakaekae?

Me:[Ops,Ijustlookedathim still

munchingachip]

Mike:Ishouldtakeyouguyshome,your

phonehas beenringingoffthehock.



Me:whathappensifIdon’twanttogo?

Mike:[chuckles]atleastcallyourfamily

then,tellthem youareokay.

Me:okay,theywillgivemeatoughtimeso

pleasegivemybelongsandletmedriveme

home.

Mike:IthoughtI’dhereathankyouor

Pleasenyanamaranex.

Me:theclientisalwaysright,[Istoodup]

Whichsideisthegarage?

Mike:[goesupstairscomesbackina

baseballTeeandshorts,withherstaff]To

yourleft.



Me:[hedrovemehome,whichwasa

draggingtwohourdrive,wearrivedanda

pissedMnqobiwasstandingonthedriveway

withhisunclebreathingfire.Something

strangehappened,whenMikeopenedthe

doorforme.MnqobiwantedtopunchMike

buthehelditintheair,Tjusgora,

unalemasepaMikeshem]

Mike:[calm]Don’tstartsomethingyoucan’t

finishboy.

Me:[hegentlyhelpedmeoutofthecarand

droveoffasIwalkedinsidethehouse]Good

ev….

HisAunt:Wewereworried,whydidn’tyou

pickupourcalls?



Me:Mybatterydiedandmydriverdidn’t

pinch.

Sophie:Youshouldhavemademeans,I’m

sureyouweresurroundedbyalotofpeople.

Mnqobi:Didyousleepwithhim?

Me:Idon’tanswertoyou.

Itumeleng:Areyoubacktobeinga

prostitute,sisterReneilwe?

Me:OhWow,[Ilookedateveryonein

disbelieve]that’swhatyouallarethinkofme

huh?Ihavesexwiththefirstmanthat

comesmyway.



MrsMolo:Welldidyouordidyounot?

Me:Classic,reallyclassic.[Ifeltapaininmy

abdomen,mustbemystresslevels,Isiton

thechair]Youknowwhat,[Ilookedat

Itumeleng]Ibecameaprostitutetoput

clothesonyourbackandfoodinyour

stomachafterourfathersawitfittothrow

usout.[theroom wentsilent,Ifeltasevere

paininmyabdomenwhichmadetearsfall]I

don’tneedallthis[myphonerings,Ianswer

breathingheavy]CharlesI’m sorryIhaveto

canceltoday’ssession,let’srescheduleto

nextweek…yes…thanks…bye.

Thedriver:[enters,ashamed]Ireallyneed

myjobba….



Me:Youareverymuchemployed,Giveme

onerand.

Thedriver:[searcheshispocketsandgivesit

toher,calm]Here.

Me:[Itakeoutmydiaryandtearoffapage,

Isignonitandwriteeverythingonit]Sign

here.

Thedriver:[signs]whatdoesthismean?

Me:YouarethemostloyalpersonI’veever

met,neverjudgingmeorbelittlingmeeven

whengiventheopportunitythereforeI’m

givingyouthishouse,eventhefurnisher,

takethecartoo.



TheDriver:[shocked]ButMadam i…

Me:Youcan’tchangeyourmindnow,I

havereceivedyourpayment.

Itumeleng:[scared]Wheream Igoingtolive?

Me:Yourfather’shousestillstands,letme

writeyoutheaddress.
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#Narrated#

Reneilwefeltbloodrunningdownherlegs

andshejustfeltweak,shepassesoutas



Mnqobitakeshertothecar.Theyalldriveto

thehospitalwithahystericalitumeleng.The

momenttheyarrive,thenursesattendto

Reneilwe.Nowtheyaresittinginthe

corridorcountingthewordstheyspoketo

herandprayingshedoesn’tlosethechild.

HisUncle:Youshouldn’thaveaskedher

suchquestion,whoshesleepswithisnone

ofourbusiness.

MrsMolo:thisisnotthetimetobeblaming

people.

Doctor:[comesoutoftheward,seriousface]

Ihavegoodnewsandbadnews.

MrMolo:Giveusthebadonesfirst.



Doctor:Wearestilltryingtoresuscitatethe

babies,theyarestillingravedangerasthe

mother’shighbloodpressureisn’tgoing

down.

Mnqobi:[sitsdown,holdinghishead]Twins?

Itumeleng:How’smymotherdoing?

Doctor:Sheisstillsedated.

TheDriver:Whencanshebedischarged?

Doctor:I’lldecidethatwhenIcometo

checkonhertomorrowmorning,Isuggest

youallgohome.



#Theyallgohomeleavingnobody,Mnqobi

getsintoaheatedargumentwithhisuncle

andfather.Thedriverandhisfamilymove

intothehouse,theypackallofReneilwe’s

staffintohersuitcasesandplacethem inthe

guestroom.Itumelengandeveryoneelsetake

theirbelongings,theyheadtoMnqobi’shouse.

MeanwhileReneilwewakesupasshefeelsa

gunonherneck#

Him:[onthephone]Bosswefoundhave

foundher.

Reneilwe:[touchesherstomachastearsfall]

Don’tkillme.

Nurse:Thatdependsonhowfastyourbaby

daddydoeswhatweaskofhim.



Reneilwe:Ihavemoney,I’llpayyouplease.

Him:[cocksthegun]Youbettershoutup.

Reneilwe:[watchesastheytieherontoa

wheelchair,shepraysforsomeonetosave

her.Ontheirwayout,shetriestofighther

wayoutsuddenlyshehearsgunshotsfora

fewminutes]

Nurse:killmeifyouhaveto butmyboss

willfindher.

Mike:[giveshertwogunshotstothehead,

untiesReneilwe,picksherupandputher

insidethecar]Areyouhurt?



Reneilwe:[shiveringwithtearscomingout]

Mike:[hedrivestohishouseandgently

takesherout,putsherintheguestroom]

Talktomehle.

Reneilwe:Thankyou.

Mike:Howdidyougetintothathospitalin

thefirstplace?

Reneilwe:Theyaccusedmeofbeinga

prostitute,justbecauseIdidn’treturnhome

theothernight.

Mike:[chuckles]Letmeguess,theythink

weslepttogether?



Reneilwe:[shenods,asmorepainshitsher

abdomen]

Mike:Takeadeepbreath,relaxweslept

togetheralongtimeago,Iwasonceaclient.

Reneilwe:[takingdeepbreathes,tryingto

releasethestress]HowdidyouknowthatI

wasinthathospitalinthefirstplace.

Mike:Ihaveplacedatrackingdeviceonyou.

Reneilwe:I’m starvingandthirsty.

Mike:Areyouabletowalk?OrshouldI

carryyou.



Reneilwe:Idon’thaveshoes,thesefloors

arecold.[hecarriesheronhisbackandthey

gotothekitchen]Isoldmyhouseandcar,I

thinkIwanttostartover.

Mike:Whenyoustartover,stayawayfrom

men,wearebadnewstrustme.

Reneilwe:[startslaughing,asheplacesher

onthehighchairs]advisetaken.

Mike:Youcancrushhereforafewdays,as

longasyoudon’tcrossmypath.

Reneilwe:IhaveafeelingI’m notthefirst

womanwho’sbeenhere.

Mike:Actuallyyouarethefirst,Ihate



woman.I’m onlyaccommodatingyou

becauseyou’reapayingclientandyourbaby

daddyisonthevergeofstartingawarhe

can’thandle.

Reneilwe:WherecanIcatchataxiaround

here?

Mike:I’llallocateyouacaranddriverjust

becausetheywillbesearchingforyou

everywhere.

Reneilwe:[startseatingyoghurt]Okay,thanks.

Mike:[takeshislaptopand sitsopposite

her]Appreciated.

#ThenextdaytheMolo’sandItumeleng



arriveatthehospital,theyfindthehospital

fullofpoliceinvestigators,plusReneilwe’s

room isredtapedasacrimescenesport#

HisUncle:[tothePoliceman]What

happenedhere?

PoliceMan:Oneofthepatientswas

kidnappedlastnight,aroundmidnight.

Mnqobi:What?How?Whydidn’tyoucallus?

PoliceDetective:Wewilltakeastatement

from thenightstaffaswecan’tfindthe

footage.

Itumeleng:[faints]



MrsMolo:[shakingher]Itumelengwakeup

tu,Nurse!!!
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It’sbeenfourmonthsofjustme,I

communicatewithItumeleng.Shelivesat

schoolandIvisithereveryweekend.

MnqobiandLeratohavere-candled,we

thankGodforthat.Hisfamilywentbackto

theirhouses,meandmykidsareenjoying

thecomfortoftheSteinMention.Mikeis

neverandImeantheonlynoticethathe

stillliveshereisthedirtyplatesIfindinthe

dishwasher.AsI’m cookingIhearaknock

onthedoor.

Me:[weird,Iopenthedoor]Hello.

Him:I’m detectiveBokangandthisismy



colleagueWoods.

Me:HowcanIhelpyou?

Woods:IsMikeSteinaround?

Me:Beforeyoustarttalkingbullsh*t!letme

seeyourbergs.Bokang:[theytakeouttheir

bergs]noneedtoberude.

Me:Excuseme,evencriminalswearsuits

thesedays.[Iinvitethem in]howcanIhelp

you?

Woods:WherewasMrSteinlastweek

Tuesday?



Me:[Isuddenlyreceivedatextfrom Mike,

heaskedmetolieforhim]whattime?

Bokang:Between23:00and00:00.

Me:[steeringmypot]Hewasbetweenmy

legs,isthereaproblem?

Mike:[entersthehouseanddropshis

briefcase]itsmellsawfullydeliciousinhere.

Woods:[theystandup]ThankyouMam,

we’llbeonourway.

Me:[thedetectiveswereclearlyscaredof

Mike,theyleftasthoughtheirbeingchased.

Ijustdishedupformyself]Night.



Mike:Wellaren’tyougoingtoaskme,why

theywerehere?

Me:It’snoneofmybusiness,I’m justa

clientsoIdon’tcare.

Mike:[takesoffhisjacketandputsiton

thechair,startsdishingupformyself]have

youseenthedoctorabouttheinactivityof

thebabies?

Me:[Ijustsetdown,defeated,tearsjustfell]

whatiftheirdead?

Mike:[hugsherfrom behind]they’renotdead,

havealittlefaith.

Me:Idon’tknow.



Mike:[kneelsbetweenherlegsandliftsup

hershirt,puthishands]Mpho

w....[excited]That’smaman.

Me:[emotional]Thatwastheirfirstkick,

theyarealive.

Mike:[standsup]Nowcheerup,yourtears

aredepressingbutI’m starving.

Me:Thanksforaccommodatingme.

Mike:Areyoukiddingme?it’sagiveand

takesituation.

Me:It’snot,Idon’tpayrentorbuy

groceriesorcleanor….



Mike:Youcookmymealseveryday,that’s

enough.

Me:Letmepaysomeoftherentple….

Mike:LebalaMosadi!

Me:Nakedi,justtakethedealpleaseformy

sake.

Mike:[standsuptoleavethekitchen]the

answerisNo,ReneilweNo.

Me:[hestopsandturnstolookather,

calm]ThenI’m gettingmyownapartment.



Mike:Yoursuchatoughcookie,you’llstayin

thishouseuntilthesebabiesare6months

old,thenyoucangowhereveryouwant.

Me:[hiseyesturnedemotionlessandwith

thatItookastepback,scared]Youcan’t

tellmewhattodo.

Mike:[pissedoff]DON’TPUSHMEWOMAN!

[shetakesastepback]BECAUSEYOU

WON’TLIKEITWHENISTARTPUSHING

BACK!

Me:[istepbackandthewasnowayout,

tearsfellasIshivered]

Mike:STOPACTINGOUTOFEMOTIONS,

WHATWILLHAPPENWHENYOURIN

LABOURWITHOUTSOMEONETODRIVEYOU



TOTHEHOSPITAL?[Bangsonthewall]

JUSTTHISONCEPUTOURKIDSFIRST!

Me:[Isawthroughthosecoldattemptsof

his,Ibrokedownandlaughed]You’vegotit

badforme.

Mike:[movesawayfrom herandtakeshis

plate]You’renotleavingthishouse.

Me:[Ilaughedmylungsout,asitallmade

sense.Heavoidseyecontact,avoidsseeing

me,thenursery,thebabyclothes.Ijusttook

myplateandheadedupstairs.Iateand

receivedacall]Hello.

HerStepMother:Reneilwekenna.



Me:[Isetdown]HowareyouMme?

HerStepMother:KeboletseleboMalume,

thatmanhastopayyourdamages.

Mike:[opensthedoor]Reneilwe.

HerStepMother:ComehomeonSaturday

andwe’llsortthingsout.[hangsup]

Mike:[stillpissed]You’renotgoingthere.

Me:[mymindisalreadyspinning,couldthis

beamomenttomendourbrokenfamily,I

feltsomeoneshakeme]Nakediubatlang?

Mike:[biteshislowerlip]dammittheway



youcallmyname,Ihadavisionyouwere

poisoned.

Me:[Ijustlookedathim,shocked]Youdon’t

comeacrossasachurchiechurchieperson.

Mike:[chuckles]thereisalotyoudon’t

knowaboutme,Butstayclearyouarenot

goingthere.

Me:justadmitit,youloveme.

Mike:[irritated]Wrong,Ihateyouwithevery

fibreinmybody.Youarejustspinningmy

lifeupsidedown,youjuststeppedintomy

lifeandmadeitdisorganised.LEAVEMY

SOULALONE,yourallIdreamaboutawake

orsleeping.StopitI’m alreadylosingmy

senses,JUSTLEAVEMEALONE!!!



Me:[Ifeltsobad,hewasseriouslybroken

bythismatter,crying]Letmego.

Mike:STOPTORMENTINGME,SINCEI

BROKEYOURVIRGINITYIHAVEN’TSLEPTA

BLINK.LOOKIREGERTIT,IWASYOUNGAND

STUPIDOKAY.I’M SORRYYOUNEEDEDTHE

MONEY,IDIDN’TMEANTOOKAY!!LEAVE

MEALONE[Takeshiscarkeysandstorms

out]
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IsetthereastearsfellbecauseIdon’t

rememberthathedidanythingofthatsort,I

meanIholdnothingagainsthim,hisbeenso

nicefrom thebeginning.Imightnot

remembereverythingbutheaskedmeifI

wassurebeforehetookmyinnocence,I



don’tknowwhyI’m cryinganyway.Ithought

I’dherehiscarstartbutIheardvoices

instead.

Mike:Youdon’tunderstanddad,Ifeelher

presenceeverywhereIgo.Ican’tevenclose

myeyeswithoutthathappening,whenIrun

from heritgetsworse.

Thomas:[sigh]Sowhatdidshesayabout

allthis?

Mike:Shewasjustcrying,Ididn’tgiveher

thetimetoanswer.

Thomas:Butyoucan’tlivelikethis.

Mike:MyrelationshipwithAnneyis



suffering,shethinksI’m nottruetoher.But

youknowI’vetriedeverythingtostopit.

Thomas:Maybesheistheoneforyou.

Mike:IloveAnney,wearegoodtogether.I

justwantallthistostopnow.

Me:[Iwentupstairsandpackedmystaff,

calledasIpacked.Itookmysuitcasesand

draggedthemoutsidewhereIfindthem

talking,Ijustwentstraighttothecab]

Pleasedrivemetothenearesthotel.

Cabdriver:[opensthebootandattemptsto

takehersuitcases,Mikestopshim]Madam?

Me:[tearsjustfellevenmore]Ididn’tmean



tomakeyourlifemiserable,you’vebeenvery

kindtomeandI’m sorryfortormentingyou,

pleasefinditinyourhearttoforgiveme.

Mike:Don’tgo,Idon’twantyoutogo.

Me:[Ijustgotinsidethecab]Justletme

go.

Mike:Youbeingawayfrom memakesmy

situationworse,comeonI’m beggingyou.

Me:Ononecondition.

Thomas:[shakinghishead]Wedon’tdo

charity.



Me:Iwantyourfiancétocomelivewithus,

I’llstayinthewoodhousebythepool.

Mike:[looksather,thentheskyandtakes

adeepbreath]Okay.

Me:Great[Igotoffthecabandpaidthe

driver,IimmediatelymovedintotheWood

house.tookoffmyshoesandkneeled

besidethebed]Father,mylifeisalready

messeduppleasehelpmenotmessup

anotherperson’slifetoo.Iprayfortheunion

ofMikeandAnney,strengthenthem and

keepthemtogetherinlove.Ialsoprayfor

MnqobiandLerato,maytheystaytogether

andalwaysunderstandoneanother.Thank

youforthehealthofmybabiesand

Itumeleng,Amen.[Igotinsidethesheets,

crying]



Thomas:[entersunannounced]what’sreally

happeninghere?Doyoulovemyson?

Me:No,Idon’tlove him.

Thomas:Thenwhyareyoucrying?ifyou

don’tlovehim.

Me:Idon’twanttomessupAnney’s

engagement,theyloveeachotherand

desiretobewitheachother.[Igetoutof

bedandopenthedoorforhim]Goodnight

sir.[hegetsoutandIlockthedoor,goto

sleep.ThenextdayIwokeupearlyand

wenttoworkwithataxi]Goodmorning,do

Ihaveanymessages?

Ntombi:Notatall,howisthebaby?



Me:[rubbingmyvisiblestomach]Theyare

healthyandkicking.

Nandi:Mmm…mustbenice.

Mike:[furious]Whatthehellisthis?Ithought

weagreed you’dbeonleaveuntilthe

babiesareborn.

Me:Stopdictatingtome,I’m notyour

do….[hehehethismantookoutagunand

cockeditinmyface,Iwantedtopeeinmy

skirt]JUSTPUTMEOUTOFMYMISERY

ANDPULLTHEF*CKENTRIGGER![thisman

wasserious,hepickedmeupandtookme

tohiscarbyforce,Iscreamedbutdololo!

Peoplewerejustgoing “Ncooohowsweet”

insteadofhelping]IDIDN’TBEGYOUTO



SLEEPWITHME,ITWASOUTOFYOUR

FREEWILL.

Mike:[startsthecaranddrives]Stopdriving

mecrazy,I’vealreadylostfourgirlsbecause

ofyournonsense.

Me:IDON’TMAKEDREAMS,YOUNEED

DELIVERANCEORCONFESSIONORA

THERAPIST,NOTME.

Mike:[stopsdrivinginthemiddleofthemain

roadwithatruckcomingtowardsthem]Stop

actingcrazy.

Me:[yohIliterallypeedonmyskirt,the

truckwasclosinginonus,crying]Whatever

youwant,pleaseIdon’twanttodie,notlike

this.



Mike:Theminuteyouleavemysidewith

menotknowing,mylifegetsshattered.I

heardsomeonesayyourmysoulmatedo

youhavedreamsaboutmetoo?

Me:[bitterlycrying]No…please…Idon’t

wan…to…die…

Mike:[drivestotheside,upsetwithhimself]

Idon’tknowwhatcameoverme,I’m sorry.

Me:[Hedroveustothehouseandleftme

inthecar.Itriedtomovebutmywhole

bodydidn’trespond,aftersometimehe

camebackwithaglassofwater,Ijust

continuedcrying,silently]



Mike:[opensthedoorandholdsherthigh]I’m

sorry,Ididn’tmeantoactlikethat

arou….[shevomitsonhim]that’sjustgreat.

Me:[hecarriedmeintothehouse,tothe

bathroom.Silent]

Mike:[takesoffhisshirt,upset]Justsay

something[useshisfingertoliftherhead]

I’m sorryBabycakes,Iwasn’tthinking,

Pleaseforgiveme.

Me:[Ijustlookedawayoutthewindow,

thinkingofwhatifIhaddied,silent]

Mike:[kneelsbetweenherlegswhileholding

herhands]Pleaseforgiveme.



Me:[Ididn’tmoveaninch,Icontinuedto

lookoutthewindowwithtearsfalling.A

womanenterstheroom]

Her:Seethenyouclaim toloveme,Ican’t

besecondbestMikenotevenforyou.

Mike:Anneynotnowtu.

Me:[Iremovedmyhandsfrom hisand

walkedoutwithoutsayingaword,I’m sick

ofdealingwithdrama]

Mike:[followingher]Reneilwesaysomething

please.

#MoreCommentsmoreinserts.

#DoyouthinkMikeispossessed?



#Couldthisbedestiny/fate?

#Howcanthisbesolved?
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Me:[hechasedmeandstoppedme,Ijust

staredathim]

Mike:Shoutatme,Curseatme,Beatme,

anythingbutIcan’ttakeyoursilence.

Me:GobacktoAnney,sheneedsyoumore

thanIdo.

Mike:HowdoIstaywithher?Whenmy

soulhasplannedafuturewithyou,just

yesterdayweweregettingintimateandI

wokeupwithsweatalloverme.



Anney:Givehim achance,maybeifyoutwo

workitoutallthiswillgo.

Me:Idon’tthinkso,Ilovebeingsingle.

Anney:Maybeifyouslepttogetheragain,all

thiswilldisappear,Iknowit’salottoask

butthiscouldbetheonlychancemy

marriagehas.

Mike:[holdingherhand]Idon’twantto

betrayyou,no.

Anney:we’vetriedeverythingtogetridof

thesedreamsandstaff,I’m beggingyou

please.

Me:whatifitdoesn’twork?



Anney:Itwill,ithasto.[joinstheirhands]Doit

formeplease,mymarriageneedsthis,

pleasedoittonight.

MikeandMe:[shocked]Tonight?

Anney:[kisseshischeek]Iloveyou,doitfor

us[leavesthehouse]

Mike:I’m notgoingtocheatonmyfiancé.

Me:That’sexactlywhatIwantt….[wehear

thedooropening,thedriverwalksinwith

roses]arethosemine?

TheDriver:YesMam,theyjustarriveforyou.



Me:[Ismelledthem andreadthecard“Blue

andPurpleisours,Istilllieawake

think….Mikesnatchedthem outofmyhand

andthrewthem onthefloor,steppedon

them,mxm what’swrongwiththisman?Arg]

Mike:[angry]Pickthissh*tupandthrowit

inthebin.

Thedriver:Yessir.

Me:whyareyousojealous?[hisveinswere

poppingoutandhisfacered]whydot[he

pinnedmeonthewallandkissedme,I

didn’trespondbecauseIhavezerofeelings

forthisguy,Ipulledaway]youhavetheguts

toputyourfilthyliponmineafterthesh*t

youputmethrough,[Iwentto showerand



lotionedmyself,thendecidedtosleepabit]

Mike:[comeswithatreyoffood]Wakeup

andeat.

Me:[Isetupandtookthefood]Thanks.

Mike:[holdsherhand]Ididn’tmeantoscare

youoff,it’sjustthatwhenitcomestoyou

allsensegoesoutthewindow,I’m sorry.

Me:Youdon’thavetoexplain,Iunderstand

andIwantyoutounderstandthatIwant

youtogetmarriedtoAnneyasplanned.

Mike:Howdoi?Whenmywholebody

reactstoyou,Ican’tevenmakelovetoher

withyoucrossingmymind.



Me:it’snevergoingtowork,[thebabies

startkicking]aowmaan.

Mike:[putshishandonherbarestomach,

excited]thisissomagical.

Me:[Itakeadeepbreath,finisheating]

thanksforthefood,Ineedanap[Ilaid

backandclosedmyeyes]later.

Mike:[takesoffhisshoesandwrapshis

armsaroundher,sleeps]

Me:[Ididn’tcare,Itookamuchneedednap

withhim touchingmybreasts.After5hours,

Iwokeupandtriedgettingoutofhisgrip]

Nakedi.



Mike:[withhiseyesclosed]Reneilwe.

Me:[defeated]didyousleepwell?

Mike:[openshiseyesandsitsup]Yeah,the

dreamsdidn’tcome.

Me:GreatnewssoIguesstheywon’tbe

comingbackagain.

Mike:[meltsintoasmile]Idreamtofthis

verymoment,afewyearsago.

Me:Nomoredreams,don’tevenrecallthem.

YoushouldcallAnneyandfixthings.



Mike:I’dbettergetsomemoresleep,Ilove

Anneybutshedoesn’tbelieveIdo,she’s

alwaysmakingyouastumblingblock.Ican’t

tellherIloveherbecauseIknowshe

doubtsitinhermind.Shecomplainsabout

everythingIdo,Itrytoalwaysgooutof

mywaytomakeherhappybutshem

Dololo.Sheisalwaysblamingmeforthese

dreamslikeIplanthem.IloveherbutI

don’thowlongIcanholdontoher.

Me:I’m sorrytohearthat,it’llgetbetter.

Mike:we’vealreadyhadonebreak-up,she

takesmeforafoolorsomeonewhodoesn’t

havesense.

Me:[Ishouldseethehurtinhiseyes,it

wassodeepheclearlylovesthischickbut



ifshedoesn’tgethersh*ttogether,someone

willcreepinandsnatchhim away]thingswill

workouttrustme.

Mike:Yousoeasytotalkto,it’slikeyou

justgetme.

Me:therearenopotatoesandonionsinthis

house,pleasegobuythem from thelocal

storewhileImakepapanddefrostthe

meat.

Mike:[getsoutofbed,surprised]Seeyou

don’ttalktomelikeI’m someweirdo,this

istherespectIneedfrom her.[wearshis

shoes]GivemetwominutesandI’llbeback.

Me:[Iwentdownstairsafterheleftand

foundAnneysittingonthekitchenchairs]



Afternoon.

Anney:Wasitnice,sleepingwithmyman,

wasitniceforyou?

Me:[Iplacethepotsonthestoveand

defrostthemeat]Helovesyouandifyou

goonwithallthissh*tyougotgoingon,

he’llleaveyou.

Anney:Leavemeforyouright?

Mike:[enterswithPotatoesandplacesthem

onthecounter,bored]Ineedanap.

me:[Itaketheveggiesandstartpilling

them]okay.
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Afewdayswentbyandthedreamsreturned,

thistimehewearsmyclothes,sleepsinmy

pyjamas.It’ssoscary,Iwokeupthis

morningandhewasstaringatme.Anney

brokeupwithhim andthatthrewhimoff

evenmore.PeoplethinkIhavebewitched

him orsomething,I’m innocent.Eventhe

ChurchpeoplewhocamesayImadehim

mydollorsomethingbutIhaven’t.Asif

that’snotenough,Mnqobiwantsfullcustody

ofmyunbornkidsandmylawyersaysI

mightbedeclaredanunfitmotherifIdon’t

settleoutofcourt.

Mike:Stopcrying,we’llcomeupwithaplan.

Me:[crying]How?Idon’tstandachancein

court.



Mike:[getsoffthebedandwearshisjacket,

furious]Maybeit’stimeforhim tomeethis

ancestors.

Me:[Ijumpedoffthebedandstoodatthe

door,tearsfalling]pleasedon’tkillhim.

Mike:[hugshersotight,hefeelsthebabies

kicking]Ican’twatchyoucrywhenIcando

something.

Me:[Ijustbrokedownandcriedevenmore]

Idon’thavedeepenoughpocketstogo

throughacourtcase,mylegalfeesare

alreadyskyrocketing.YouknowIhaveno

familyorfriends,nothing.it’sjustme.



Mike:[rubbingherback]shhh…don’tworryI

gotyourback.

Me:[Icrieduntiltearscouldn’tcomeout

anymore,HisthefirstpersonI’veever

complainedtoaboutmyfinancialburden,I

mustsayitfeltreallygoodtohearthat

someone’sgotmyback.]

Mike:letthisbethelasttimeyouevershed

atear,I’llputthebabies,Itumeleng’sschool

feesandshoprentonmycredit.You’ve

alwayswantedtotakecareofpeople,letme

takecareofyou.

Me:[Ijustblinkedinshock,Noone’sever

beenthatsweettome]Areyousure?

Mike:Let’sgotakeashower,I’m takingyou



out.

Me:[wetookashowertogetherandIwore

ashowerdress,untiedmynaturalhairand

hegotdressinhisclothesthankGodfor

that,wewenttothemalllikenormalpeople]

I’m hungry.

Mike:[buysheramilkshakewithchips]

whereshouldwestart?Shoes,Jewelleryor

clothes?

Me:[Iwasblank,hetookmeshoppingasin

likehewasswipingforme,Weevenbought

ababymonitorandbed,toyswhichwas

sweet]Myfeetarekillingme.

Mike:Let’sgohavesomelunchwhileyou

relax.



Me:[wewenttosomerestaurant,he

orderedafamilymeal,I’veneverbeenthis

spoiledbyanyone,tearsfalling]Thankyouso

much.

Mike:Ithoughtweagreedyouwon’tbe

cryinganymore.

Me:[hewipedmytears,smiling]it’sjustthat

you’rethefirstmanwho’severtakenme

shoppi…

Lerato:mustbenice,who’smanareyou

stealingnow?

Mike:It’snasty,smellyandbarrenslatslike

youwhoinventedstrangediseases,nowyou



areheremeddlinginourbusinesslikeAIDs.

[peoplestaring]don’tyouhavesomethingto

dowithyourmiserablelife?Pleaseexcuse

us[holdsReneilwe’shand]Youweresaying?

Me:[Ijustlaughed,ashecontinuedtoeat

likehedidn’tjustpourcoldwateronlerato,

sheranoutwithhertailbehindher]

Mike:[staring]it’snicetohearyoulaughing.

Me:You’reoneofakind,MrStein.

Waitress:Ihavebroughtournewdessert

flavours.

Mike:Nothanks,we’redonehere.



Waitress:Yes,sir.

Me:[westoodupandleftwithoutpaying

liketheyevengaveusadoggybag,silent]

Mike:[driveshomeandfindsthewhole

housecandlelitwithroses,Pissed]Whatthe

F*ckisthis?

Anney:[enterslooksaround,upset]You

shouldhavejustansweredmycalls.

Me:Iplannedallthistobringyouguysback

together,youloveeachotherandbelong

together.Iknowyou’vebeenthroughtough

timesbutpleasedon’tletmyeffortsgoto

waste.



Mike:WHATTHEHELLWEREYOU

THINKINGHEH,RE….

Me:[Ijustgavehim adeathstare]Youdon’t

wanttopissmeoff,Sityourpridyassdown

andspeaktoyourfiancélikeyouhavesense.

[Itakemybags]Enjoy.[Irushedupstairsand

lockedmyselfinmyroomreadingthebible,

thewasaloudbangonmydoor,Iwentto

openanditwasAnney,shelookedhorrified]

What’sgoingon?

Anney:Hewantstokillme.

Me:What?Why?

Anney:Itoldhim thatI’vebeenhavingan

affairwithhisbestfriend,[sniffing]Icouldn’t

helpit,hedoesn’thavetimeforme,I



couldn’tsettleforsecondbestanymore.

Me:whatIthoughtyoulovedhim?

Anney:IthoughtIdidbutIdon’tlovehim,I

justenjoythebenefitsofbeingwithhim.

Mike:[comeswithagunragingwithanger]

howcouldyoudothistome?

Me:RunNow!!![sherushedoutasIhugged

MikeastightasIcould,thebabieskicked]

I’m sorry.

Mike:[meltsintoasmileandputshisgun

down,holdsherstomach]theyjustgetme.



Me:[shockedbyhissuddenchangeof

attitude,Icouldn’tstandanymoresoIletgo,

sitonthebed]IswearI’m neverfalling

pregnantagain.

Mike:[kneelingbetweenherlegs,withhis

headonherstomach]Wejustgetalong.

Me:[playingwithhishair]I’m reallysorryfor

alltheheartacheIcaused.

Mike:AllthistimeI’vebeenchasingbronze

whileIhadGoldinmybackpocket,I’ve

beenlookingforwhatisstaringmeinthe

face.

Me:[awkward,thewayhelookedatme

gavemechills]don’teventhinkaboutit.



Mike:Iloveyou,I’vealwayslovedyouand

[shemovesandrunsout]wecan’trunfrom

th….

Me:[thiscan’tbeplanning,it’stoosoon,I

lockmyselfinthebathroom]Nakedino.
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Mike:[bangingonthedoor]It’seitheryouget

outofthereorIgetyouout.

Me:[Istoodupandunlockedthedoor,set

onthetoiletseatthinkingaboutthiswhole

thing.sinceI’vestartedlivinghere,nomanis

allowedtocomeclosertome.eventhe

driversareafraidtosmileorwinkortalkto

mebecauseonemistaketheydieorget

paralysedlikethecashierwhowasasking



formynumbersonetime,insteadofcryingI

justlaughedmyassoff]

Mike:[walksinandclosesthedoor,serious

face]Youaremine,unapologeticallyandI’m

notevengoingtobegforyourapproval,we

sleeponthesamebed,liveinthesame

house,havekidsontheway.

Me:[Ijustlaughedevenmore]I’m noteven

goingtofightyoubecauseIknowthisjuicy

momentwon’tlast.

Mike:[chuckles]braceyourself,youshould

cometobedtomorrowwearehostinga

braai.

Me:Myfeetarehurting,wa….[hecarriedme

tothebed,wesleptpeacefullyuntilthenext



morningwhenIheardthedoorbell,Idragged

myfeettothebathroom,tookashowerand

worehisboxerswithanoversizedTee.I

wentdownstairsbecauseIwokeupalone

anyway,Iopenthedoorandamobof

peoplefloodin]Okay.

MrsStein:[hugsher]Welcometothefamily,I

seeyouhaven’thadbreakfast.

Me:[Hehehe,mylifeisonebigdrama.

Peoplewerunningaroundthehouseuntil

Anneywalkedinwithherboyfriend,my

stomachturnedtoseethegutsthiswoman

hasshowingupherelikeyesterdaydidn’t

happen,whileIwasconsumed,Ifelt

someonehuggingmefrom behind]Nakedi,I

knowit’syou.



Mike:[kissesherneckandturnsheraround]

SorryIwasn’ttherewhenyouwokeup.

Me:[bored,thesekidsstartedkicking]Ican’t

waitforyoutogetoutofme.

Mike:[rubbingherstomach]theyjustsaying

hellotoDaddy,don’tbejealoustu.

MrStein:[smiling]Youshouldgochange,so

wecanstart.

Me:[confused]whatarewestarting?

Mike:[scoopsherupandtheygoupstairs,

changedthencomebackdownstairshandin

hand]Doyoutrustme?



Me:Withmylife,what’sgoingon?[the

wholehousehadgonequietwhichwas

weird]Mike?[Iwalkedinandpeoplethrew

rosesatme,thenstartedsinging]

Them:Happybirthdaytoyou!Happybirthday

MrsStein,happybirthdaytoyou.

Me:[Ican’tbelieveIforgotmyownbirthday,

everyonehadpitched,mystaff,Itumeleng,

CindyandLwandle,etc.thismaniskilling

mewithkindness,Ifoundapilefullof

presents]Nakedi.

Mike:Happybirthdaythisismypresent.

Me:[Iopenhispresentandit’saportraitof

me,howdidheevenknowI’vealways

wantedone,smiling]Thankyouforallthis.



Mike:[pullsherintohisarms,seriousface]I’d

lovetowelcomemywomanandunborn

babiestothefamily,Inallmypropertiesshe

hasthesigningrightsand….

Me:[Ileftalumpinmythroat,Icouldsee

nooneexpectedthis,theywereallshocked

andAnney’seyestestifiedtoherburninghate

towardsme]Nakedithat’st…

Mike:Andshewillbesecondincommand,

DisrespectherandYou’llhavemeto

contendwith,Thankforcoming,eat,drink

andbemarry.

Me:[Haveyoueverwokenuptoberich,like

filthyrich,Ilookedathim inshock,tears

couldn’tfall.Ijusthuggedhim,hidingfrom



thegossip,jealousy,envyandhate]You’re

crazy.

Mike:YeahforyouIam,YouknowIloveyou

right?LikeIhaven’tbegantoexpresshow

muchIloveyou.

Me:[tearsfellindisbelieve]Whydoyoulove

me?I’vebeenhurtbeyondrepair.

Mike:[wipinghertears]Yourscarsmake

youmoreattractive,theydon’tscareme

away,theypullmecloserbecauseIstillsee

theyoungbravewomanwhobeggedmeto

takeherinnocenceformylunchmoney.

Me:[shy]youstillrememberthat?



Mike:it’swhatIdreamtoflastnight,theday

wemet.Ishouldhavetakenyouthen,you

wouldn’thavemetallthesewolves,I’m glad

Godhasgivenmeasecondchancetolove

you.

Me:I’m afraidofloving,Idon’tknowifIcan

takeanymoreheartbreaks.

Mike:I’m notpromisingyouheavenon

earth,orthatwewon’targueorthatIwon’t

spoilourkidsrottenbutIpromiseto

faithfullystaybyyourside.

Me:Mymindistoocloudedrightnow,give

metimetoprocessallthis.

Mike:Idon’tneedyourapprovalIgottheirs

[thebabieskick]see.



Me:Idon’thaveanyfeelingsforyouandI

don’tseethisgoingfurtherintothefuture,

[takesapieceofchicken]inlessthanayear

you’llfindawhiteflatasstoplayhouse

withwhileI’m tossedtothecurve.

Mike:[snatchesthechickenoutofherhand,

pissed]You’renotsupposedtoeatthisfood

[holdinghishead]accompanymeupstairs.

Me:[hisveinswerepoppingoutandhis

wholefacered,Iaccompaniedhim upstairs

andhelaidonthebed,thiswasstrange,he

kepttouchinghishead]what’swrong?

Mike:[liesonthebed]NothingI’llbefinein

aminute.



Me:[Iclimbednexttohim andwesnuggled,

hisbonerrubbingonmyback]moveover.

Mike:Ican’tshowpeoplehowhungryIam.

Me:[hisvoicesoundedsoftandseductive,

whichmademybodyhairstand]I’m sorry.

Mike:Let’stakeanap,I’llbefine.

Me:[I’veknownMikeforafewmonthsbutI

knowhishidingsomethingfrom me.I

turnedtolookathim]talktomeple…[he

attackedmewithakissandwekissedso

passionatelyIgotreallywetdownthere,his

handsrubbingonmythighs,Ipulledout]I’m

notreadyforarelationship.



Mike:[clearlydisappointed]It’sokay,I

understand.

Me:[hegotoffthebedandwentout,What

justhappened?doIhavefeelingsforhim?

argrelationshipalwaysendbadlyforme

anyway.Itookamuchneedednap,my

phonerings]Hello.

HerStepMother:Whydidyoukeepus

waiting?you’reunclesarereallyangry,you

didn’tevencallthatyou’renotcoming.

Me:[suddenlyIgainedapainfulheadache,I

feltliketheroom isspinning,Ihangup]

Aow!
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Mike:[walksinandfindsReneilweonthe

floor,weepinginpainholdingherstomach,

worriedkneelsbesideher]Babecanyouhere

me?

Me:Ican’tseeNakedi,Ifeellikesomething

iseatingmyinsides.

Mike:[scoopsherupandstandsbetweenher

legs]Weneedtosaveourbabies,Ineed

youtopushbabe.

Me:[confused,crying]Theyarenotready,

Mike.I’m barelyfivemonths.

Mike:Reneilwedoyoutrustme?

Me:[allIcouldhearwashisvoice]Itrust



youbu….

Mike:Pushmylove,youcandothis.

Me:Butyou’renotequippedforthis.

Mike:Iusedtobeaparamedic,Comeon

love.

Me:[itwasabsolutelymadness,Ipushed

whileheprayedintongues.Aftertwohours,I

deliveredmybabies]Whyaren’ttheycrying?

Mike:[cutsthecordandcleansthebabies

stillpraying]

Me:[Icouldn’tstayupanymore,Ipassedout]



#12hoursLater#

Mike:[kneelingnexttoReneilwe]LordI

presentmyfamilyuntoyou,IdedicateDineo

andNeointoyourhandsLord,protectthem

whereIcan’t,helpmeraisethem and

supportthem inJesusMightyNameAm…

Me:[Iopenedmyeyes,feelingfreshlikeI

didn’tjustgivebirth]Howarethey?

Mike:Theyarefinebutthebattlejust

began,yourfamilywantstotakeyourlives.

Me:thatexplainstheheadacheandmysite

beinggone.



Mike:Thisweekendwewillgoto

MpumalangaandIwillpayallthedamages,

yourlobola.

Me:Okay,I’m starvingandtired.

Mike:Gatherallthestrengthyoucan,people

arestilldownstairsrememberthebraai.

Me:Theyreallyneedtoleavemyhouse![As

painfulasitisdownthere,Iworemy

sleepersandMikeheldmywaisttobalance

me,Ifoundpeoplestilleatingonmy

expense.MindyouIhaveneverseen

Lwandlethisdrunkbefore,Iswitchedoffthe

music]thankyouallforcomingtocelebrate

withus,pleaseheadhomeimmediately.

Cindy:[staringatReneilwe]Ithoughtyou



werepregnant.

Mike:That’sexactlywhyyouallshouldgo

now,mykidsneedtorestnow.

AnneyandMrsStein:[shocked]Whendid

yougivebirth?

Me:Security!!!Escortthispeopleoutofmy

house.[holdingontoMike,Icouldn’tstand

anymore,thepainwasdrainingmeandhe

immediatelyscoopedmeup]I’m tired.

Mike:[kissesherforehead]That’stobe

expected,[theybothgoupstairsandSecurity

takescareofeverything.Hehelpshershower

andwearherpyjamas,tacksherin]Ihave

orderedsteersburgersandchipsforus[the

kidsstartcrying,hepicksthem up]sayhello



mommy.

Me:Theyaresotinywon’ttheirearlybirth

affecttheirhealth.

Mike:YouneedtotrustGodmore,Henever

makesamistake.Ifhedidn’twantthem to

live,youwouldn’thavegivenbirth,Ihave

spokentothedoctor.Shewilldelivertheir

BirthCertificatestomorrowmorning.

Me:[Iheldthem anditwassomagical,

eventhoughtheyscreamed.Myhusband

helpedmebreastfeedthem forthefirst

time,thentheyjustwentbacktosleep]Their

sobeautiful,weneedtoprotectthem

Mnqobiisgoingtofightus.

Mike:[wehearaknockandhegoes,comes



backwithasteersbag]hopeyou’rehungry.

Me:[Igentlyplacethebabiesontheirbeds

andtakemyfood,starteating]Mytaste

budsareback,thistastesgood.

*****************Narrated********************

Thebirthofthebabiesspreadandreached

Mnqobiwhocouldn’tbelievebabiescouldbe

bornsosoon.Heplannedtotakefull

custodyofhiskidswithLeratobyhisside.

MikedrivesReneilwetoMpumalanga,her

familyisshockedtoseeherintheflesh,

Mikebookshim andhisunclesintoaBNB

nearby.HeonceagaininstructsReneilwenot

toeatanythingthatisgiventoher,hetakes

thebabieswithhim tothehotel.



HerStepMother:[curious]wherearemy

grandkids?

Reneilwe:TheirfatherrefusedthatIcome

withthem.

HerUncle:Butthat’snotlegal,hehasno

rightorsayontheirpart.

Reneilwe:[bored]Theyhaveaskedtosee

youtomorrowmorning.

HerAunt:[irritated]Whatfor?

Reneilwe:[sigh]Hesaidhewantstopay

damagesandmylobola.



HerStepMother:[lulutatesassherealises

she’sabouttoberich,Reneilwegoestothe

guestroom withhersportsbag,whilethe

familyremainsinthekitchen]

HerUncle:[pacingaround,panicking]we

havetokillhertonight.

HerStepMother:[angry]Youaremad,how

arethesepeoplegoingtopayifsheisdead?

HerAunt:[defeated]Yourloveofmoneywill

sendusalltohell.

HerStepMother:herboyfriendisrich,

meaningI’m goingtobearichmotherof

thebride.Goodbyepoverty,they’llprobably

buymeanewhouseinthecitywhereIwill

gotomybalconylookingdownonyou.You



willnotkillher,yourplanshavefailedso

allowmetoenjoythefruitsofmylabour.

HerUncle:Whichlabour?You’renoteven

relatedtoher.

HerStepMother:yourbustardbrotherwho

iscurrentlyhavingafeastwiththedevil,

abusedmeenough,nowGodisliftingmeout

ofthismiserablepoverty.Longlivemother

oftheBride,[touchingherchest]NnaNna!Ke

tlobarichnou![laughinginmockery]You

shouldprobablystartwashingmy

underwear’srightnow.
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ReneilwerealisesthatMikeisn’tjustaguy,

hisdefinitelyakeeper.Thebabiesaretwo

daysoldbuthishandson,monitorsthem



everysecond.Helovesthem likehisown,

nowsheislefttothinkonwhethershe

wantsthismarriageornot.Ontheother

handMikefeedsthebabiesandtacksthem

in,allthistimenoonehasseenthekids

excepttheirparents.HoweverReneilwe’s

uncleandauntaretryingtocomeupwitha

plantostopthislobolathing.

HerUncle:whydoesthismanloveherso

much?

HerAunt:Itmustbethestupidbabies,we

shouldhavekilledherthedaywehada

chance.[Rightthentheyhearabellatthegate]

whothehellcouldthatbe?

Reneilwe:[appearsfrom thecorridorwithher

stepmother]Thatmustbeourfood.



HerAunt:Whatfood,Ihavecooked.Who’s

goingtoeatthisfood?

HerStepMother:Youandtherestofyour

family,asforusit’spizzaandkfcfullchicken

withchips.

Reneilwe:[goesoutandcomesbackwith

thefood,putsitonthetable,shetakesher

staff]Mme,Youcanallsh….

HerStepMother:[snatchestheboxofpizza

from heraunt’shands]Thisisn’tforyou[she

takeseverythinganddisappearstoherroom]

Reneilwe:[herphonerings]Nakedi,howar….

Mike:Ialmostlovedthemomentyoucalled



mehusband,babebutdololo.Wearefine,

doesyourfamilywantacow?

Reneilwe:[sighs]Holdon,Malumedothey

havetobringacowtomorrow?

HerUncle:[excited,becauseforthefirst

timehisgoingtobeenvied]TwoVeryfat

cows.

Reneilwe:Hesayshewantstwo

cows…oh…okay[putsthephoneonhold

again]Yourcowswillbehereinanhour.

HerUncle:[impressed]WellIbetterprepare

theknives.

Reneilwe:[resumesthecall,asshestarts



eating]youweresaying.

Mike:doyoureallywantthismarriage?[she

breathesandstayssilent]OkayIsee.

Reneilwe:NakediIt’stooso….

Mike:[defeated]goodnightReneilwe.

HerAunt:[throwsthekitchenclotheinthe

sink,irritated]Justgreat,Fippingreat.

***************Reneilwe*********************

Mylifeisgoingfastagain,Mikewantsme

tolovehim butsomehowIfeellikehisnot

mytype,hedoesn’tmovemelikeIwant.



Anywaythecowsarrivedandeveryone

gatheredatmyhouse.Thewholedayended

withgettingmarriageadvicefrom

neighbours,iftheyonlyknewthislobolaisn’t

inlove.Thenextdaywaspacked,Mike’s

peoplecameandpaidallthatisdue,buthe

wasnowheretobeseen.AnywayIsearched

throughthecrowd,aspeoplewerenow

eating,IfoundPulengsinkinghernailsinto

him,thefactthattheyweresmilingateach

othermademystomachturn.

Me:Ithoughtyouweren’tcomingsister.

Puleng:Iwouldn’tmissthisfortheworld,let

meexcuseyoutwo.Me:[shewalksoffand

theisawkwardsilence]Areyouangry?

Mike:Notatyou,Ireceivedmydeliverance



yesterdaysowedon’thavetodothis

anymore,youcangoyourwayfreely.

Me:[myheartached]Whatareyousaying?

Mike:Iknowyoudon’tlovemeandthat’s

okaynow,I’m coolwithit.Nobodyhasto

knowyoucanmakeupastoryandbreak

thispretence.

Me:[Ijustfeltpainedattherealisationthat

hisleaving,Ihuggedhim]Idon’tbelieveyou

werepossessed,pleaselovemeagain.

Mike:Yourfamilyhasagreedthatwetake

youbackwithus,sodon’tworryyou’vegot

yourlifeback.[kissesherforehead]You’rea

wonderfulperson,amazingateverythingyou

do.



Me:[heunwrappedhisarmsaroundmeand

Iknewthisisn’tadream,hewasleavingme

forgoodanditkilledme,tearscamerushing

down]whatabouto….

Mike:Youcankeepthehouse,I’m relocating

backtoEngland.Ijustwanttoclearmy

mindandstartoverbutIwillbeherefor

everybirthdayparty,eventheirfirstdayat

daycare,firstwalk,firsttalk.

Me:[Ilaidmyheadonhischest,crying]I

can’tdothisalone,theyneedafatherandI

needahusband.

Mike:[heartbroken]Don’tcryplease,your

tearsaretooprecious.



Me:[moretearsfellasmymindrevisited

everymomentwespenttogether]

Mike:Letgoplease,stopcryingformenlike

me,Iwarnedyouweain’tgood.

Me:[sniffing]Idon’twantittobegood,I

wantyoutostaywithme.

Mike:You’reastrongwoman,Iknowyou’ll

getthroughthisandcomeoutstronger.

Me:[Nocheating,noill-treatment,hiscrime

waslovingme.Iwrappedhisarmsaround

me,smellinghiscologne,admiringwhatI

mightneverseeagain]sowhenareyou

leaving?



Mike:Ithoughtaboutityesterday,the

soonerthebetter.

Me:[hisarmswereshakingaroundme,we

heldeachothertight,Icouldn’tstopthe

tearsfrom fallingneithercouldIwrapmy

headaroundnotseeinghim foraday,not

wakingupwithhisarm aroundme,not

goingshoppingwithhim,nothaving

someonetoprotectme,Mostlynothaving

someonetotellmeit’sokaywhenit’sclearly

not]Imissyoualready.

Mike:[chuckles]letmego.

Me:withoutyoumylifewillbeemptyand

shattered,senseless.

Mike:Youdon’tneedme,youneedGod.



Me:Hetouchedmylifethroughyou[sobs]I

don’twantittochange.

####Wealwaysprayforblessings,butwefail

torealizeandacceptthembecauseofour

pasts,Goodthingsalwayscomewhenyouthink

it'salloverbuthavethecouragetotrustGodin

everysituation####
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Thewholedaywasunbearable,mysocalled

husbandislivingme.Myfamilywasexcited,

keptaskingwhenarewegoingtosetadate.

IntheeveningwedrovebacktoPretoria,

themomentwearrived.Hetookthekidsoff

myhandsandspoketothem,they

murmuredliketheyunderstand.Iwent

upstairsandhisbagswerealreadypacked.I



justsetonthebedbeaten,defeatedand

cryingmyeyesout.

Mike:[enterswiththebabies]Wespoke

aboutthis,whyareyoucryingagain?

Me:[Ijustcontinued,wordscouldn’tcome

out]

Mike:[kissestheirforeheadsandlaysthem

down]Takecareofmommy,makesureshe

doesn’tcry.[babymurmuring]Yes,daddy

lovesyoublessings.

Me:[myphoneringsandIpickitup]hello.

Mnqobi:Iwanttoseemykids,I’llbethere

in10mins.



Me:[sobs]theywereadmittedthismorning,I

can’ttalk,pleasedon’tcallme,I’llcallyou.

Mnqobi:Whodoy….[shehangsup]

Mike:[hugsher,Pissed]whatdoeshewant?

Me:[thewayheheldme,Ijustwantedto

havethisfeelingforever]Hesaidhiscoming

toseethekidsin10minsbutIlied.

Mike:[let’sgoandpunchesthedoor,

fumingwithAnger]Bustard!

Me:[forsomereasonIknewdeepdown,

ourlovedidn’tdie.Helovedmedeeperthen

heactuallyadmitsit,itwassocuteasI



rememberedthedayhecametofetchme

attheshop,smiling]You’regoingtomiss

yourflight.

Mike:[stormsout,furiouswithhisveins

poppedoutandbreathuneasy]

Itakemykidsandfeedthem,asIhearthe

gateopenandhiscardrivingout.laterI

bathedmykidsandclothedthem,thenwent

downstairs,Icookedformyselfandate.The

housewasawfullyquietandscary.Ilocked

thedoorsandwenttobed,duringthenightI

feltcoldhandspullingmecloser.Thenext

dayIwokeupwithhisarm aroundme,still

sleeping.Ijustkissedhim alloverhisface,

thenwesharedakiss.

Me:Don’tleaveus.



Mike:[smiles]wespokeaboutthis.

Me:I’m goingtomakeitimpossibleforyou

toleave,husband.

Mike:I’dlovetoseeyoutry.

Me:[Iremovehisarmsandplacemyfeet

onthefloor]alrightthenIshouldstart

lookingforastepfather.

Mike:[calm,pullsherclosetohim]don’tyou

dare!

Me:[wesharedanotherkiss,I’m goingto

makeitmymissiontomakehim stay]let

megopreparebreakfast,[Ilookintohis



eyesandseemyfuture,smiling]doyou

wanttostarvesir?

Mike:[chuckles]Youwanttogotothe

kitchenlookinglikethat?

Me:it’s34degreesoutside,I’m feelinghot.

Mike:[let’sgoandgoestothebathroom,

takesashowerandcomesback,gets

dressed,kissesthekidsandtakeshis

suitcases]

Me:[Iwasinthekitchenwhenhecame

downstairswithhissuitcases,wellIguess

hisstillleavingme,Imadealunchboxand

kissedhisneck]safejourney.



Mike:[kissesherforeheadandwalksout]

Me:[notearsfell,nothinghejustleftme

andithurtmesobadbutIworemybig

girlpanties,whenIheardthedoorbell,I

openandtheMolo’sburgin,sarcastic]I

wasexpectingyou.

MrsMolo:Mysonhasev….

Me:Letmegetthem soyoucanmeet

them.[Iwentupstairsandcamebackwith

mysleepingbeauties]they’llwakeup,

everyonemetDineoandNeo.

Mnqobi:[lookingatthesizeofthebabies]

Thisisn’thealthy,haveyoutakenthem to

thedoctor.



Me:Shecheckedthem beforewewentto

Mpumalanga.

MrMolo:[carriesthem andtheyimmediately

startscreaming]Shhh..hellonina.

Me:[Iwatchedthem whileIatemy

breakfast,mybabiesweren’thavingit,they

justdidn’tstopcrying.Mnqobilookedso

defeatedbythiswholesituationbuthis

pridewaseatenbythedogs.Ifinished

eatingandplacedmyplatesinthedish

washer]whatcanIofferyou?

MrsMolo:[defeated,handsthebabiestoher]

whathappenedinMpumalanga.



Me:itwasmylobolacelebration[Iheldthem

tomyshouldersandtheyjustsettled]

nothingserious.

Mnqobi:what’swrongwiththem?didthey

perform aritualforthem orsomethingwhen

theywereborn?

Me:Notatall,theirfatherprayedforthem.

Mnqobi:IwantaDNAtest,thesekidslook

nothinglikeme,neitherdoIhavea

connectionwiththem,theyaren’tmine.

Me:[calm,Iwantedtotellhim rubbishbutI

foundpeaceinwhathewassaying]they

don’tneedatest.



TheMolos:[allturntolookatReneilwe]So

it’strue?

Me:OnlyGodknowsthetruth,pleaseusethe

doorbeforemyhusbandfindsyouhere.

TheBabies:[startcrying]

Me:Shhh,I’m sorry…shhh…

Mnqobi:[defeated,opensthedoor]Theyare

notmine,letgo.

MrsMolo:Theyareyours,justgiveittime.

Mnqobi:I’m supposedtohaveaconnection

withmyownkids,hereIdon’t.



Me:I’m sorry,safejourney.[theyallleftand

Iwasmoonstruck,hisdenyingmykids?

Nakediworksmiracles,laughing]
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Wehadqualitytimewithmychildren,just

sittingandeatingalot.Imisstheirfather,he

wouldbebabysittingwhileIdesignthenew

staff.I’m usedtocooking,intheafternoonso

that’swhatIdid.Icookedupastorm

becauseImissedmyhusband,seeinghis

platefuelledme.Icookedandbakedwhile

crying,Icouldn’tkeepanythingdown.Ieven

decidedtocleanthewindowsandsweep

theyard,itwaslateintheafternoonbutI

justcouldn’tstopworking.Afterwardsmy

kidscried,Icheckedtheirnappieseverything

wasokaybuttheystillcriedwhichmade

mecrytoo.Theysettledaround10pm andI



laidthem tosleep,myphonerings.

Me:Com….

HerUncle:Heydearsorrytocallsolate,

canIspeaktomysoninlaw.

Me:[calm]Hisstillatwork,I’lltellhim to

callyouwhenhegetsback.

HerUncle:don’tmessthisupReneilwe,this

hasbroughtgreatjoytoourfamily.

Me:[shocked,myheartachedevenmore]I

won’t[thekidsstartcrying]Ihavetogo,I’ll

tellhim tocall.



HerUncle:GoodnightNana.

Me:[Ijuststaredatmyphone,in

amazementthismanhasneverinmyentire

lifebeenthissweettome,Itookmychildren

intomyarmsandsetinmyrockingchair]

silangmabele,gamangdikgomotsatsile

phirimileb….

Mike:[comesin,kneelsbesideherandlays

hisheadonherthighs]Ican’tdoit,Iloveyou

andIcan’thelpmyself,eachpassingthought

isyours.

Me:[Thisisamiracle,IthankGodforthis

people]Iunderstand,Ishouldn’thavepushed

youaway.

Mike:Itookthelibertyofdishingupfor



myself,Ihopeyoudo…

Me:Thisisyourhouse,eatasyouplease

butIneedsomesleep.

Mike:[kissestheirforeheadsandsitsonthe

bedeating]Yourcookingalwaysmakesme

wanttomarryyouagain.

Me:[Ilaidthebabiestosleepandtookoff

mydress,climbedinbedandclosedmy

eyes.ThenextdayIwokeupalone,I

cleanedtheroom andtookashower,then

wentdownstairs,Mikewaseatingleftovers

whichissomethingIdon’twanthim toget

usedto.Smiling]MorningMrStein.

Mike:[wavesather,chewing]



Me:Idon’tlikeitwhenyoueatleftovers,

pleaseIdon’twantyoutofallsick.

Mike:[stopseating]thesearen’tleftovers,

thisfooddoesn’thave24hoursbesidesI

haveawifenow,gettingsickwouldbea

blessing.

Me:don’teventrythatwithme.

Mike:[standsupandpullsherclose]Why

wouldn’tItry?I’llbegettingundivided

attentionwithTLContop.

Me:[histouchdoesthingstome,Iclosedmy

eyesjustenjoyinghisrougharmsaroundme]



Hisparents:[comeintothehousethrough

theopendoor]Excuseoureyes.

Mike:Youknowhowtotakeawaymy

moment,what’sup.

MrsStein:[washesherhandsandtakes

Dineo,looksatherhusbandinamazement]

It’strue.

Me:[embarrassed,becausehewasholding

mestillwithhisbonerrubbingonmyback,

thefeelingwasheated]whatcanIofferyou?

MrStein:Relax,wecametoseeour

grandkidsnotyoutwo.

Mike:[scoopsherup,relaxed]musictomy



ears,we’llbeupstairsifyouneedus.

MrsStein:Wereallywon’tneedyou.

Wewentupstairsjusttocuddle,talkand

relax.Thenexttwoweeksweregreat,Ihad

plentyoftimetomyselfandIevenwentback

toworkfulltime.Myinlawsareangels,

theyloveNeoandDineo.WhenIgotowork

Idropthem offattheirplace,itmustbethe

factthatMikedoesn’thavesiblingsthat

makesthem sohandson.Mymotherinlaw

enjoysthem,shetakesthem tochurchand

allthechurchmeetingssinceshe’sretired.

MikeandIareinseparableplusIhavea

strongrelationshipwithhisparentstoo.

TodayheleftwithouteatingbreakfastsoI’m

inalifttohisoffice.



Mike:[openstheglassdoorforher]Thisisa

first.

Me:Ibroughtyoulunchandcametotalk

abouttheblessingdateofthechildren,Mom

saidthesoonerthebetter.

Mike:[takesthelunchandstartseating]

what’sthebigdeal?Wecanbuywhite

clothesandshoes,thenyoumaytakethem

tochurch.

Me:YouknowthatMom invitedthewhole

familypluschurchpeopleforthisday,Ineed

youtobetherebesideme.

Mike:YourkillingmeBabe,youknowIruna

business.



Me:Ialsoknowyouwoulddoanythingfor

yourchildren,thanksforunderstanding.

Mike:It’senoughthatwecelebrateevery

weekoftheirlifewithacakeand2hour

prayers,thisispushingitnow.Theseareour

kids,weshouldbetheonesdecidingnot

them.

Me:NeoandDineohavereplacedyouand

meintheirlives,sopleaseunderstandme,

wehavetodothisforthekids,[caressing

hischest]PleaseI’ddoanythingyouwant.

Mike:[meltsintoawidesmile]Anythinghuh?

I’m hosttheAlgerians,Iwantyoutocook

upastorm andpleaseincludedumplingand

mogodu.



Me:[Iimmediatelyregrettedsayinganything,

Ican’tbackoutnow]IguessIcan’tgoto

worktoday.

Mike:Wehaveadeal,they’llbeherearound

6pm andpleaseensurethattheguest

roomsarepreparedtoo.

Me:[heknowsIhatebringbusinessinto

ourhomebutheywehaveadeal,sigh]Iso

regretthisrightnow.

Mike:Ialsoknowyouloveourkidssomuch

andwouldgotothesunforthem.[kisses

hercheek]Youramazing,letmesendthem

emailsrightaway.
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Iwenthomeandgotbusy,cookingformy

husbandisalwaysanhonourtome.Ididmy

bestdessert,maincoursewhilewaitingfor

theDumplingandMogodufinish.Ichanged

curtainsofthewholehouseandcarpetsto

matchtoo.AfterwardsIpreparedthedinner

tableandwenttobath.Around18:45my

husbandcameinwithawidesmile.

Me:[blushing]Stopdoingthistome.

Mike:[kisseshercheeks]you’rethebestin

thewholeearth.

Me:[wesharedakiss]myfeethurt,I’m

goingtobed.



Mike:Ican’tdothiswithoutyoubesideme,

yo…[theyhearaknockandheopens]Mrs

Okafoandfamily,pleasecamein.

Me:[Ifeltsouncomfortableasthreewomen

wearingimmoralclothes,thenatallman

behindthem,walkedin.thewaytheyhugged

myhusbandtippedmeoff]welcometoour

home.

MrsOkafo:wedidn’tknowyourmarried.

Mike:[holdingherhand]I’vefinallyfoundmy

shine,thisismybeautiful,amazingmotherof

mytwokids,thewomanIdelightwakingup

nextto.

MrOkafo:Twokidsalready,wherewasshe

allthistime?



Mike:Pearlsarehiddendeepinthesea,it

takespatience.

Me:[bored]Dinnerishotandreadyonthe

dinnertable.

MrsOkafo:Areyousureit’swellcooked.

Mike:[serious]Ifyoudon’twanttoeat,I

don’ttakekindlytopeoplewhoinsultmy

wife’sintelligence.

Me:[Ifeltmybloodboilingforsuchan

ungratefulbunch,theyweretoquestionour

personallife]I’llgofetchthekids[wesharea

kiss,whispering]don’twaitupforme.



Mike:[pullshercloserandsqueezesher

waist]thenyou’renotgoinganywhere,I’lltell

thedrivertogofetchthem.

Me:butIw…[heplantsakissesjust

shuttingmeup]Please.

Mike:Rememberwhywearedoingallthis

andyou’llbejustfine.

MrOkafo:areyoujoiningusornot?

Mike:Excuseus,pleaseenjoythefood

[scoopsherupandtheygoupstairs]Ilove

yousomuch.

Me:[beingwrappedinhisarms,mademe

socomfortable]



Mike:they’llleavefirstthingtomorrow

morning.

Me:Idon’tlikethewaythosewomentouch

what’smine.

Mike:[chuckles]isthatjealouslyIhea….[his

phonerings]yes…what…turnaroundand

bringthem here…butnothing…gethere

now!!!![angry,throwsthephoneonthewall

anditbreaks]

Me:[somethingiswrong,mymanisso

shorttemperedsoIwalkoneggshellsin

dayslikethese,rubbinghisshoulder]Babe.

Mike:[movesaway]NotnowReneilwe



[stormsout]

Me:[whatjusthappened?Iheardhiscar

driveoutandrusheddownstairs,tocalm our

visitors,Isetinhischairandatewiththem]I

hopeit’swellcooked.

MrOkafo:Cookedtoperfection,mydear.

Me:[Tenminuteslater,Mikestormsinwith

thebabieswhoareturningblue,Godmy

heartfellonthegroundbutIwascomforted

becauseItrustmyhusband]Doesthatmean

wehavethecontract?

MrsOkafo:[dishingupforthefourthtime]

You’llobviouslyhavetodomorethanthis

toimpressus.



Me:Ohokay,thenyou’llhavetobook

yourselvesintoahotelbecauseIcan’thold

unworthyvisitor’slikeyou.

Daughters:[stopeatingandlookather]You

needus.

Me:Ourcompanyisfast,transparentand

easytolocate.I’m sorrydarlingsbutyou

needusmorethenweneedyou.Thisisnot

ustryingtobribeyoutosignwithusbut

gettingtoknowyoulikeanyotheroneof

ourclients.

MrandMrsOkafo:Ilikeyoualready,brave

andstrongAfricanwoman.



Me:Idon’tlikerepeatingmyselfsowhat’sit

goingtobe?AreyouwithusorAgainstus?

MrOkafo:WheredoIsign?

Me:[Itookthecontractandsiledthedeal,

thenstoodup]Ihopeyouleftroom forthe

dessert.

MrsOkafo:Ohyes,bringiton.

Me:[thiswomanwasthreetimesmysize,

withbyebyestretchmarks.Ibroughtdessert

andtheydisheduphugepotions.Iwent

upstairsandourkidswerewarm ontheir

father’sbarechest,that’swhenIrealisedhow

muchtheylookalike.I’m caramelbrown,they

areyellowbonesplushaveEnglishhairand

hazelbrowneyesjustlikeMike,Thisis



somethingIdon’tknowhowtoexplain,my

kidslookliketheirDaddypeople]

Mike:[openshiseyes]howlonghaveyou

beenstandingthere?

Me:Longenough,Icametogiveyouthe

signedcontract.

Mike:[Shocked]Signed?[shegiveshim the

papers]Youworkmiracles,I’m addingyou

onmyteam thesepeoplehavebeengiving

ushoopsfor3monthsnow.

Me:Letmefeedthem whileyougoeat

yourplateifthere’sanyfoodleft.

Mike:Ibetterfindmyplateotherwisewe’ll



havebigproblems.

Me:[Ibreastfeedthekid]Don’tworryI’m

alwaysreadytofeedyoubabe,yourkidseat

drinksuchsmallpotionsitmakesmy

breastshurt.

Mike:I’m sorrybabe,butIgottogoeat

dumplingandMogodu[rushesout]

Me:Yourfatherlovesfood.
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TheAlgeriansleftearlythenextmorning,Iwoke



upalonewiththekidsbesideme.Ibathedthem

and

fedthem,thenwentdownstairs.Isearchedthe

houseandfoundMikesleepingintheguest

room,

lookingpalewithworry.Somethingiseating

himandherefusestotellmewhatiswrong.I

wenttothe

kitchenandpreparedhisbreakfastonatrey.I

camebackandoverheardhimspeakingonthe

phone.

Mike:Ican’ttellher,shewilltakemykidsand

disappear….I’msorrybutIjustgetbreakthe

trust

betweenus….howcanIpossiblytellherthat

thetwinsaremineandIhavebeensecretly

havingan

affairwithherwhichshedoesn’tremember?Or



howIwoulddrughertosleepwithme[hears

theplates

fallingandturnsaroundtofindherstaringat

him]ReneilweI’ms….

Me:[Ijuststaredathim,feelinglikemyearsare

deceivingme.Tearsjustfell]

Mike:Iknowyouhatemebutpleasedon’ttake

mykidsawayfromme,IknowIshouldhave

checked

thecondomthatdaybutIdidn’tI’ms….

Me:[angry]Forhowmanyyearshasthisbeen

goingon?

Mike:[gettingclosertoher]4yearsnow.



Me:Ididn’texpectthisfromyou,sotheydon’t

justlooklikeyou,theiryours.

Mike:I’msorry,Iwasdesperate.

Me:[Idon’tknowhowbutIjusttippedoff,Itook

abrokenglassandstabbedhimmultipletimes,

my

sensescamebackthemomentIheardmykids

crying]whathaveIdone?[shakinghim]Mike,

Nakedi!!!

Nonono!!!whathaveyoudoneReneilwe?[I

don’tknowwhathappenednextbutIfound

myselfatthe

backofapolicevan]

#Narrated



Mikeisrushedtothehospitalandthedoctors

battletosavehislifebuttimeisn’tontheirside.

Thekidsareleftinthecareoftheir

grandparents,whoarestillwonderinghow

couldtheirsweetReneilwestab

theirson9times.Reneilweisthrowninprison

withotherpeoplewhilethenewsspreadacross

town.

ThenextthreeweeksaresilentasMikeisina

comaandthepolicecan’tfindoutwhatcaused

Reneilwe

towanttokillherhusband.Butasforher,she

doesn’tregreteverdoingasshefeels

empoweredby

newlyfoundstrength.Herinlawscometosee

herinprisonwiththekids.

Reneilwe:whatareyoudoinghere?



MrsStein:[pullsoutapump]theyneedmilk.

Reneilwe:[confusedonwhytheyaren’t

shoutingorangryather,takesthepumpand

bottle]

MrStein:Ihavespokentothefamilylawyers,

theyareworkingonyourcase.

Reneilwe:whyareyoubeingsokindtome?

MrsStein:Oursonlovedyouandweloveyou,

yourourdaughterwehavetosupportyouat

everyturn.

Reneilwe:ButIstabbedyoursontodeath.



MrStein:Yougaveustwobeautifulangels,we

canneverbeangryatyou.

Reneilwe:[lookingatthemintotalamazement,

givesthebottleandpumpback]canIholdthem?

MrsStein:[pushesthepermovertoher]say

hellotomommy.

Reneilwe:[looksatherbabiesandstarts

regretting,thinkingonwhatifshegoesto

prisonforlife,she

willbemissingoutonherchildren’slifeandthe

worstpartisthiskidsarevulnerablewithout

their

fathertoprotectthem,theyaretheirfather]

GuardIwanttogobacktomycell.



MrStein:Bestrong,youarealltheyhavenow.

Reneilwe:IsMikedead?

MrsStein:Inhiswillhewrotethatifhisina

comafor6weeksthemachinesbeswitchedoff

plushis

beeninandoutofsurgerysince.Hisnotdead

yet.

Reneilwe:what?Can’tyouopposethewill?

MrStein:[givesheraletterfromthewill]the

onlypersonwhocanisyoubutthatcan’t

happenbecause

ofthecase.



Reneilwe:[itreads“evenindeathIlovemy

amazingwife,Iwantyoutohelpherraiseour

kidsandall

thecompanieswillbeinherhanduntilourkids

aregrownenoughtotakeover.TellherIlove

herand

thatIneverwanttoseehercryeveninhellor

heaven.WhenI’mgoneshecanmarrywhoever

she

wantsbutthecompanieswillremaininourkids

name,DineoatInternationalandNeoatLocal.

Please

remindmykidsthattheymeantheworldand

it’speopletome.YourstrulyMikeNakediStein.

Intears

givingbackthepaper]thanks

Guard:[handcuffsherandthrowsherbackin

thecell]



CellMate:Don’tcryforhim,hedeservedwhat

hegot,hetookadvantageofyou.

Reneilwe:Mykidsareamonthold,howwillI

explainthatIkilledtheirfather.

CellMate2:[laughing]theywillhateyouforever

andeverholdyourpeace,theyprobablywon’t

even

visityouinprison.

Reneilwe:[Tearsfalling]

CellMate:whocametovisityou?

Reneilwe:Myinlawswithmykids,[sniffing]My



husbandleftallhiscompaniesinmyname.

CellMate:Moneycan’twipethefactthathe

tookadvantageofyou.

Reneilwe:Theyareswitchingoffthemachines

inamatterofweeks,Iwillbejailedforlife.

CellMate2:You’llbemywifeformoreyears

huh?Wow!

Reneilwe:Untilthenpleaseletmebe.

CellMate:Don’tworrythetruthwillcomeout

andyourkidswon’thateyou.
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TheLawyerscameandspoketome,prepared

meforcourt.Theymentionedaveryimportant

factor

thatmykidscouldbetakentotheChildren’s

home.IfMikediesandI’mimprisoned,the

thoughtof

Mikedyingcontainedme,howamIgoingto

explainthistoourkids?thatIkilledtheirfather

foraraping

meeventhoughIhavenoproof?Iwastakento

mycell,Iaskedforacall.IcalledMrsScott,I

feltabit

guilty.

MrsScott:HelloBaby.

Me:howisMike?



MrsScott:[emotional]Goingthroughhisfourth

operation,apparentlythewereglassesthat

weren’t

detectedwhichcausedaninfection,atthis

stageIdon’tthinkhe’llwakeup,thekidshave

beencrying

too.Ithinktheyaresensingthepainbetween

theirparents.

Me:[tearsfell,IknowIshouldbeangryathim

butIlovehim,Inevermeanttohurthim]Alright.

MrsScott:Howdidyourmeetingwiththe

lawyersgo?

Me:itwentwell,wearereadyforcourtnex….

MrsScott:I’msorrythereacallfromthe



hospitalcomingin,Igottogo,Iloveyoubaby.

Me:[Icouldn’tevenreply,Ijusthungupand

theytookmebacktomycell,wheretearsjust

fell]

CellMate2:what’sgoingon?

Me:Myhusbandisdying,mykidsaregoingto

anorphanageifIgetsentenced.

CellMate:Butifyouloveyourhusbandsomuch

whystabhimnotoncebutmultipletimes.

Me:Ineverevengotachancetosayhowmuch

Ilovehim.



CellMate:Yoursonwithhateyouifhisfather

diesonyouraccount.

Me:Ineedtogoandseemyhusbandinthe

hospital.

CellMate2:Stopactingcrazy,theywon’tallow

thattohappen.

Iclimbedinbed,Ijustcriednotunderstanding

whyIstabbedhim?whyIdidn’tthinkofmy

children?I

tossedandturnedduringthenight.Iwokeup

around4am,whentheguardcalledmyname.

hesaidI

hadacall.

MrScott:[firmvoice]Morningdear.



Me:Morningdad,[Iheardpeoplecryinginthe

background]howarethekids?

MrScott:Theyarenotokay,theirfatherjust

passedon.

Me:[Ifainted,Idon’tknowwhathappenednext

butIwokeupinahospitalchainedtothebed]

MrsScott:[enterswiththekids,redeyes]how

areyoufeeling?

Me:[tearsjustfell]Iwantmyhusband.

MrsScott:lethimgonow,[crying]hisheartjust

stoppedbeating,thedoctorswanttodonatehis



anotherbodyparts.

Me:Hecan’tleaveusMa,notlikethis.

Guard:Goodyourawake.

Lawyer:Howarey….

Me:Iwanttoseemyhusband!chainmeto

somethingelsebutIjustwanttoseehim.

Lawyer:[instructstheguardtochainonlyher

legs,hehelpsherwalktothemortuary]you

mayget

inside,we’llbewaiting.

Me:[Iwentinsideandhisbodywaslyingonthe



stretcher]Nakedi,Don’tleaveme.Don’….

CellMate:[wakingherup]Reneilwe,[shaking

her]it’sjustadream.

Me:[Iopenedmyeyes,crying]Heleftme.

Cellmate2:It’sjustadream,itwasn’treally

sweetie.

Me:Whattimeisit?

CellMate:3:45AM,weneedtogetsomesleep.

Me:Ineedtomakeacall,pleaseborrowme

yourphone.



CellMate:[handsherthephone]Don’tfinishmy

airtime.

Me:[mywholebodyjustshaked,IdialledMr

Scott]Hello,it’sReneilwe.

MrScott:Morn….

Me:CanIpleasetalktoMike?Pleasejustputit

onhisear.

MrScott:Alright[putsitonhisear]it’sonthe

ear.

Me:[moretearscame]IloveyouandI’msorry

forallthispainI’vecausedyou,Ineedyouto

fightbabe

don’tgiveintodeath.Weneedyou,You



promisedtonevermissabirthday,nevermiss

theirfirstdayat

school,firstwalk,firsttalk.Pleasedon’tleave

us,weneedyo….[Ihearthemachinesbeeping]

Nakedi

don’tleaveus.

MrScott:[takesthephone]Thedoctorsare

pullingmeout,I’llupdateyoulater.

Me:[Icheckedthetimeanditwas4am]Alright

[Ihangup]don’tdieonme.

CellMate2:I’msureheheardyou.

CellMate:[snatchesherphoneback]Youbetter

praythatyoudidn’tfinishmyairtime.



Me:Don’tdieNakedi,don’tleaveusplease.

CellMate2:Lookonthebrightside,you’llbe

richwhenhisgone.
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Me:[asweweretalkingtheguardcame

likeinmydream,myheartwasbeatingout

ofmychest]

Guard:[smiles]ReneilweStein!Yourbeing

released,yourhusbandisn’tpressingcharges.

Me:[apartofmewasrelieveduntilIsawmy

clothes,theywerestillcoveredinMike’s

blood]

MrsStein:[giveshernewclothes]wear



these,we’llburnthose.

Me:[emotional]Howishe?

MrsStein:Hisinsurgery,thedoctorsare

coveringhiswounds.

Me:I’m sosorry.

MrStein:Wearenottheonestoreceive

yourapology.

Ichangedintofreshclothesandtheydrove

mehome.Thekidsweresleeping,Itook

them tothenurseryandasIcame

downstairs,Isawthedriedbloodstillonthe

floorwiththepolicetapes.Itookabucket

andsunlight,IcleaneduphisbloodwhileI



crieduntilIdisinfectedthefloors.Tooka

showerandfeed,bathedmychildren.Aswe

werebonding,thedooropenedandthe

nurseswheeledMikeintothehouseandthey

tookhim tothemainbedroom.

Nurse:Hisdrowsynowbutpleasechange

hisbandagestwiceadaytoavoidinfections,

hisgoingtobehungrywhenhewakesup

sogivehim alightmealevennowandthen.

Me:[Iliterallytooknotes]Okay,thanks.

Nurse:Ifyouexperienceanyproblems,

pleasecallusimmediately.

Me:[Iaccompaniedthem outside,knowing

myhusband.hewon’tdoalightmealeven

onhisdeathbed.Imadepapwithanover



cookedsteak.AfterwardsIfedthebabies

andmovedtheirbedsintoourbedroom,laid

them tosleep]

Mike:[openshiseyesandstaresather]

Me:[hiseyesscaredmeabit,mostly

becauseIcouldtellhewasingravepain,I

helpedhim situp]I’llbrin…

Mike:[holdsherhand]Idon’twantyouto

feelguilty,IstillloveyouandIdeserve

everythingIgot.

Me:I’m sorrytoo,Inevermeanttohurtyou.

IloveyouandIpromisenevertohurtyou

again.



Mike:Idon’tknowbutIhaveonemore

confession.

Me:[Itookadeepbreath]Outwithit.

Mike:Youwerepregnantbeforeyouslept

withMnqobi,Ipaidthedoctorstomanipulate

yourpregnancy.Imadeyoubreakupwith

Lwandlebecause…

Me:[Itookareallydeepbreathavoidinga

seriouslaugh,myeyessparklingwithtears]

Continue.

Mike:Becausehefoundouthiscousinwas

theonewhogotyourapedthatdayand

didnothingsoIkilledhiscousin.[takesa

deepbreath]Ihavekeptvideosofusf*cking,

IhavelotsofyournakedpicturesandI’m



sorry.

Me:[Idon’tknowwhybutIjustlaughedat

him]It’sokaylove,IforgiveyoubutIhave

aconfessiontomaketoo.

Mike:[shocked]Thanks,I’m listening.

Me:Iloveallthis,yourtouchdrivesmecrazy

andthewayyoulookatmemakesmewet.

RightnowIjustwantustomakeupforthe

losttime.Yourpersonalityisatotalturnon,

Ilikethatyou’vemadeustheappleofyour

eye.[Ileanedinandkissedhim]Thankyou

forwakingup.

Mike:Onemorething,IhatetheMolo’swith

acontinuouspassionbecausetheycalled

meaSatanist.



Me:[laughing]Ohletmeguesswhy?You’re

amanofGodandtheycan’tunderstand

you,theyalwaysjudgeyouright?

Mike:Howdidyouknow?

Me:Babe,youlockyourselfinthestudyfor

hoursmeditatingontheHolyBook,praylike

thereain’tnotomorrow.Yourgivingand

alwaysgivingthanksforeverythingyouhave.

Yournoneverchanges,youarebrutally

honesteverytime,I’m notsurprisedGod

choseyou.

Mike:Who’sbeentellingyouaboutme?

Me:Don’tdoubtyourselflove,Godlovesus



allandthereasontheMolo’sgotsomebeef

againstyouisbecauseyou’retrue.Christ

washated,sodon’texpectanythingless.

Mike:[shocked]TrulyyouaretheSpiritofmy

Spirit,theGodofmyGod.

Me:[blushing]Icouldlistentoyouallday

butIhavetogetyourdinnerbeforeitgets

cold.

Mike:Myloveforyoujustgrowsdeeper

everyday.

Me:[Iwentdownstairsandcamebackwith

hisplate]Yourfoodisserved.

Mike:[startseating,holdsherhand]Thank



youforbeingsoacceptant.

Me:It’smydutytofeedyou,Idon’twant

anyjezebelscominginbetweenus[my

phonebeeps]Holysmocks,theBlessing

dateistomorrow.

Mike:[lickinghisfingers]whyismyfoodso

small?Ihaven’teatenin4weeks,comeon

Reneilwemaan!

Me:[panicking]Nakedi,theblessingdateis

inlessthan14hoursaway.

Mike:Ican’tthinkwhenI’m hungry,thisis

yourdaynotmine,Iwarnedyoutostopit.

Me:[Iwentdownstairs,dishedupeverything



inbigbowls,wentbacktothebedroom]Here,

ourclothesaredonebutIcan’tcooknow,

I’m tired.

Mike:[focusingonthefood]Callthecatering

company.

Me:Never,that’snothowmymotherraised

me.

Mike:[smiles]Thisfoodisdelicious,

Mmmm….Mywomancrusheverydaybabe.

Me:haveahearthusbandtu.

Mike:I’vebeensleepingforweeks,don’t

worryIcanwatchyoubeaheroinebut

[holdingapieceofmeat]uditrapileshem tsa



today,Unkapiyetsistraight!

Me:Nakediwamboramiborostuuu.

#MyhusbandandIloveeachother,wewill

staytogetherbecauseweneverhold

grudges.Whenoneisshoutingtheotherone

iscalm,fireisdefeatedbywaternota

biggerfire#
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Itookenergyboostersandgottowork,I

changedmycurtainsandcookedthewhole

night.around4aminthemorning,everything

wasready.SoIwenttojoinmyhusband

andnoticedIforgottochangehisbandages

yesterday.Ikissedhim inhissleep,he

chuckledandrespondedtomykiss.



Mike:IhaveafeelingthatIshouldgoto

thatchurchwithyou.

Me:Don’tmesswithmeNakedi,an

agreementisanagreement.

Mike:[withadeep,whisperingvoice]Ilove

youand won’tmesswithabeautifullady

likeyou.

Me:[blushing]I’m sotired,Ineedashower

andanhourofsleep.

Mike:Let’scloseoureyesb…[theyhearthe

babiesmoaning]thegoesoursleep,theyare

awake.

Me:[Ididn’tlisten,Ijustwentintodeepsleep



andwokeup5hourslater.Iwokeupand

bathedthekids,tookashowerwithmy

husband,helpedhim bandagehiswoundsand

wewalkedslowlydownthestairs.]Imade

breakfastsoyoucandrinkyourMeds.

Mike:I’m fine,Idon’tneedorbelieveinpills.

Me:Butbabythenur…

Mike:Astheheadofthishouse,Ihave

spoken.

Me:[Igavehim breakfastandfetchedmy

children,Ifedthem]Youkidsarebitingmy

nipples,hayinina!

TheBabies:[startcrying]



Mike:whyareshoutingatmykidsfor?they

aresupposedtogetfednotshoutedat.

Me:Mxm[Igivethetotheirfather]birdsof

thesamefeather.

Mike:[smiling]weflocktogether.

MrsandMrStein:[enterthehouse]Morning,

canweallgo?

Me:Yes,[IhelpMikestandandwewalkout

tothecar]hastheservicestarted?

MrsStein:yes,itstartedaround8.



Mike:CanIstayinthecar?Idon’twantto

goinsidethere.

Me:Wespokeaboutthisandagreed.[we

drovetothechurchandsetonthesecond

rowtothefront,themomentthePastorsaw

Mike,hestartedshouting“fire!”]what’sgoing

onhere?

Reverend:[carryingholywater]Phumasatan

[sprinklingitofMike]PhumaSatan.

TheBabies:[startcryingasthewhole

congregationstandsagainstus.]

Me:[lookingatmyinlaws,angry]What’s

goingonhere?areyouaccusingmy

husbandofbeingaSatanist?



MrsStein:Everythingwillbefine.

Me:Itwon’tbefine,theyarebusypraying

forsomethingthat’snotmanifestingand

insultingmyhusband.

Reverend:PhumaniApha[getoutofhere]

Mike:[standsupandpushesthestrollerout

thedoor]

Me:[Ifollowedhim andfoundhim inside

thecar,sleeping]Babe.

Mike:NotnowReneilwe!



MrsStein:Let’sallgohome,thefamilyis

stillcoming.

Me:[hewasupsetwithme,Itouchedhis

handandhemovedit,tearsformedasI

lookedoutside]

MrStein:Didyouspicethemeatalready?

Me:Idid,I’m sureit’sreadynow.

WedrovehomeandMikejustdisappeared

intohisstudy,helockedmeout.we

celebratednothingthefamilycameandate,

eventhechurchladiescametoeatwithus.

Ididn’tenjoyanything,ataround9pm

everybodyleft.Mikedidn’tevencomeforhis

plate,nothingit’slikehewasn’tinthat

house.Iwenttoourbedroom,tookashower



andtackedthebabiesin,hecometoour

room,worehispj’sforthefirsttimesince

we’vebeenmarried.

Me:Ididn’tknowhew….

Mike:CANISLEEPINPEACEORSHOULDI

MOVEOUTFORYOU?IDON’TWANTTO

TALKABOUTITRENEILWE,NOTNOW.

Me:[tearsjustfell,Iheldhim from behind]

Don’tshutmeout,Iloveyou.

Mike:[unwrapsherarmsandtakeshis

pillow]Pleasejustgivememyspace,Ineed

itnow.

Me:[Iwipedthetearsandlookedtheother



way]Haveyourspace,goodnight.[weslept

andthenextmorning,Ibathedwithmykids,

Iclothedthem anddroppedthem offbefore

goingtowork]Nandi,doIhaveany

messages?

Ntombi:[comesfrom theofficekitchen]Our

biggestclientsareatthevergueoflivingus.

yourattemptedmurdercasedestroyedtheir

littleminds,thesupplierofthebaking

materialsarepullingouttoo.

Me:Callthephotographersandmodels,we

aregoingtolaunchanewstrategy.

Nandi:wecan’taffordthemodelsor

Photographersatthemoment.

Me:setupthestudio,I’llbeback[Igot



insidemycaranddroveintowhitecity,I

pickedunprofessionalcameragivesandwent

tothesalon,pickedafewladies.Wedrove

tomyshop,tooklotsofpicturesandI

rewardedthem withgoodiesfrom ournew

collectionwhichtheyjustmodelled.5hours

laterwepostedtheclothesourphoneswere

ringingoffthehook]I’m givingyouGuysa

bonus.

Ntombi:Icoulduseextranyana,can’twait.

Mike:[enterswithrosesinhishands]Can

everybodyexcuseus?[theyallleave]Icame

to…

Me:I’m busyatthemoment,Idon’twant

tomixBusinesswithpleasure,closethe

dooronyourwayout.



Mike:[putstherosesinthevasandholdsher

tight]Iloveyou.

Me:[histouch,mademeforgetIwasever

angryorupsetwithhim,Iclosedmyeyes

justenjoying]Iloveyoutoo.
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Whenhisaroundandtouchingmelikethat

Igetparalysed.Hepickedmeupandwe

eloped.Thenextfourdayswereserious

intimacy,hedidn’tallowmeoutofhisside

neithercouldIwalkout.HedidthingsIcan’t

evenexplainyetbutshameIscreamed,

starched.Hecallsitthenakedweekend,

rightnowI’mtiredashelleagerlywaitingfor

midnighttoseesomethingoutsideour

bedroom.Assoonasitwas00:01,i



whisperedthankGod.YohI’m surewe

scoredagoalthere,pelaitwassevere

people.

Mike:Iwishwecouldhaveonemoreday.

Me:[crying]NakediImissmykids,Imiss

seeingmykitchen.

Mike:[kissinghertears]Iloveyoubutyou’re

notbeingfair.Thisisourrealoriginallove

sessionaftermonthsofstarvation,your

cryingbecauseofFourdays.Tjuyourstingy.

Me:onemoreroundandI’llliterallypass

out,I’m tiredbaby.

Mike:Don’tworry,I’llbegentlethistime



justonemoreroundandyoucansleep.

Me:[Ididn’thaveanystrengthleft,wedid

whathadtobedoneforthenext7hours

andweweren’tgoingtostop,luckilyforme.

Myinlawsarrivedwiththekidsandhegot

offme.ThankyouLord]

Mike:Let’sgotakeashowertogetherand

goeat.

Me:Nothanks,Ijustwanttosleep.[the

momentIheardthedoor,Iclosedmyeyes,

Ismelledlikehimbutitdidn’tmatter]

Mike:[12hourslater,shakingher]Babywake

up,Ifeellonelywithoutyou.



Me:[crying]No,Nakedigoplaywithyourkids.

I’m tired,Iwanttosleep.

TheBabies:[startcrying]

Me:[stillcrying]Dineo...NeoBabies

Mommiesneedssomesleepplease.

Mike:comeonbabe,weneedyouwakeup.

Me:[Idraggedmyselfoutofbedandwent

totakeashower,wentdownstairsandate

anythingthatmetmyeye]

Mike:There’spapandworsintheovenif

you’rehungry.



Me:[Ilookedinthereovenandatemore]

thanks.

Mike:[kissesherforehead]Iloveyoumy

wife.

Me:[rememberingthelast4days,tears

falling]Iloveyoutoomylove.

Lovingcanbehardbutitneedstobedone,

IspentthewholedaywithmyphoneasI

receivedbanknotificationsthatweare

makingmoneybaby.IdoubledNandiand

Ntombi’ssalary,Ipaidthem.Mikehasbeen

onthephoneforhournow.Asforthelittle

Nakedi’stheyarefastasleep,Ireceiveacall.

Me:MrsStein’sphonehello.



Cindy:[sniffing]Areyouathome?

Me:Yes,Iam.What’swrongdear?

Cindy:[babycryinginthebackground]Please

openthegateforme.

Me:[Ihungupandalertedsecurity,they

allowedherin.shestepoutofthecarand

jumpedintomyarms,shecriedherlungsout.

Iaccompaniedherintothehouseandgave

herwater,thenIpickeduphersonwho

clearlylookslikeMnqobi]what’sgoingon?

Cindy:WekilledLerato.

Me:Youdidwhat?Why?



Cindy:Anqobile’sfatherwantedustomove

inafterpayingmylobolabutLeratotried

killingourson.Wewereprotectingourson.

Me:[shockedtothecore,Isetdown]why

areyoucryingthen?

Cindy:MnqobihasbeenarrestedandIdon’t

haveenoughtosupportmeandthechild.

Me:didyouspeaktoDaddyandAmanda?

Cindy:Thefamilyhasgonebrokeoutofthe

blue,Ineedajobandaplacetostay.

Me:Wehaveenoughroom herebutIdon’t

thinkmyhusbandwillagre….



Mike:[firm deepvoicewithastraightface]

agreewithwhat?

Me:CindyandAnqobileneedaplacetolive

forafewweeks.

Mike:[chuckles]alright,Ihaveaflatintown

whichcanhousefortwomonthsonly.The

isanopeningononeofmyhotels,thejobis

tobeareceptionistshouldIslotyouin?

Cindy:[surprised]Yes,yesplease.

Mike:[answershisphone]I’vefoundthe

person…yes…she’llstartimmediately…alright.

Me:who’sgoingtotakecareofthebaby



whileyouwork?

Cindy:I’lltakehim toth…

Mike:I’m suremymotherwon’tmind[picks

upAnqobile]helloMaboy.

Neo:[startsscreaming]

Me:[Ipickhim up]Jealousymakesyouugly,

yourfatherisn’tgoinganywhere.

Mike:[playingwithAnqobilewho’sclearly

enjoyingtheattentionashesmiles]The

driverwilltakeyoutoyourflattomorrow,

it’slateyouguyscansleepintheguest.You

beginwork7am sharptomorrowmorning.



Cindy:Thankyousomuch,Godwillbless

you.

Mike:Hehasalreadyblessedme,Mywife

willgiveyoubabyfoodandnappiesforthe

wholemonth.

Me:Imarriedgoodyazi,Iloveyouso

muchbabymaan!

Mike:[kisseshercheek]Youdrivemeso

crazy,MrsStein.
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IgotsouncomfortablethemomentIsaw

thewayCindylookedatmyhusband.this

personisavulture,shecan’tbetrusted

aroundmen.Icookeddinnerwithher



praisingmyhusbandonhowshetreatsher

son.ArgIwasn’tinterested,Ijustwanted

heroutofmyhouse.Weateandallwent

tobed,Iwalkedinsidetheroom andwore

myPj’s,Mikewassittingonthebed.

Me:Comelet’ssleep.

Mike:YouknowIloveyourightandIdon’t

wanttodiscriminateyou.

Me:whatisitNakedi?

Mike:Ihatethewayyoudress,it’s

unattractiveandgrannish.Youcometobed

withthisaccentthing,Kengareyoutryingto

denymemyrights?Yourhairisunkempt,

yournailsarenolongertakencareoff.

What’sthisexactly?Whenlastdidyoujust



willinglywearsomethingniceforme?

Me:[thathurtmesobad]I’m sorry,it’smy

mistake.

Mike:It’sfine,butIreallydon’twanttoever

havethisconversationwithyouagain.

Me:[tearsfell,myhusbandjustindirectly

calledmeuglyoratleastthat’showIfeel]

GoodnightNakedi.

Mike:[sigh]Andyourstillsleepinginthat?

Justgreat,wonderfulactually.

Me:[ItossedandturneduntilIwokeup,

wentdownstairstodrinkwater,ImetCindy

inthecorridor]Iwascomingtocheckifyou



guyshavesettledproperly.

Cindy:Weareverycomfortable,you’rea

blessedwomandon’tunderestimateit.

Me:Iam hey,myhusbandtakessuchgood

careofme.

Cindy:Goodnight,darling.

Me:[sleepdidn’tcome,soIbakedacake

justtoreleasethenegativeenergy.Around

7am Cindyandherchildleftforherfirstday

ofwork.Afewminuteslater,Mikecame

downstairs]Canwetalk?

Mike:I’m lateforwork,excuseme.



Me:[Hetookanappleandleft.iwentto

bathwithmychildren,clothedthem andwe

wenttothemall,firstlytheSalon]Hello.

Hairstylist:Thekillerishereeverybody,Vele

whydidyoustabhim girl?

Me:Ijustcametodomyhair,andnails

please.

Manager:Ignoreher,comesitonmychair.

Me:[hewashedandbraidedmyhair,

straightup,Ididmynails]thankyou.[Ipaid

him]Thankyou.[Ipushedmybabies,we

wentshopping,thenIdroppedthem offat

theirgrandparent’splace]



MrsStein:Youlooknice,thislookreally

suitsyou.

Me:thankyouma.

MrsStein:I’m goingtoseemyhusbandin

hisoffice,areyoucomingwith?

Me:Yeah,letmetakeashowerfirst[Iwent

tomike’sroom,bathedanddidmymake-up,

worenewclothes]wecangonow.

MrsStein:It’slikeyoudidn’tjustgivebirthto

twins,youlooksoradiant.

Me:CanwepleasegoMa,yourcarormine?



MrsStein:None,theyalwayssenda

companycartofetchme.it’swaiting

outsidelet’sgo.

Ifeltabitdownthatmyhusbandisn’t

pleasewiththewayIlook,theworstpartis

thisisthefirsttimeIhaveeverwenttohis

officesincewegotinvolved.Thedrivewas

30minstops,Iwasjustnervous.Myfatherin

lawwasoutsidewaitingforhiswife.He

helpedhergetoutofthecarwhichwasreally

nice.

MrStein:Thisisagoodsurprise,weweren’t

expectingyou.

Me:Goodafternoondad,isheinhisoffice?

MrStein:Yes,it’sonthethirdfloorthe



mirrordoorontheleft.

Me:[EmbarrassedthatIhavetobedirected

tomyhusband’soffice,anywayIwentthere

andknockedonthedoor.Icomposed

myselfandwalkedin]IhopeI’m not

interrupting.

Mike:[looksatheronceandbacktohis

laptop]you’renot,Yourfinancialreportsare

ready.Pleasetakeaseat,sowecango

throughthem.

Me:[Ifeltlikesomeonejustpoureda

bucketofwateroverme,Itookaseat

defeatedashewentonabouthowunstable

mybusinessbankaccountis,I’m startingto

regretIcamehereinthefirstplace.I

waitedforhim toputafullstop,thenstood



up]Thankyou,Iwillpaymoreattentionto

thoseareas.

HisAssistant:[whistles]wamuhle,where

wereyougoinglookingthisyum?Infact

canItakeyoutolunch?

Me:[Mike’seyespacedthroughme,making

mesouncomfortable]I’m married.

HisAssistant:[kissesherhand]Comeon,

oneharmlesslunchwithafriend,comeon

MissMokoena.

Me:Idon’tthinkit’sagoodidea.

HisAssistant:[takesthefileshiscarrying]This

areyoursBoss[comesacrossReneilwe’s



pictureonhistable,regrettingeverything]I’m

sorryboss,itwasjoking.

Mike:[Signsthefiles]Don’tletthedoorhit

youonyourwayout.[hestandsupand

leansonthetable]Youcomehere.

Me:Youdorealise,I’m notatoyright?

Mike:It’snotme,Icouldn’tshowmy

employeeshowmuchIwantyou.

Me:[Ilookedathisbonerandlaughed]That

wascold,Iwillneverforgiveyouforthis.

Mike:[pullshertohimself,kissesherneck]

Areyousureaboutthatmyice-cream?



Me:[heshowedmethestars,myhands

wentunderhisshirt,

whispering]Mmm…Nakedi.

Mike:Forgivememyice-cream.
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AllIhadwaslovebitesallovermythighs,I

feltsosleepysoIlaidonthecouchwhile

hepatchedhisworkstaff.ThesedaysI

alwaysfeeltiredandfatigue.Idon’tknow

whenhefinishedbecauseIwokeupinside

hiscar.Thebabiesweremindingtheirown

businessasusual,Icontinuedtosleep.

Mike:Ithinkweareexpectinghere.

Me:[Iadjustmyseat,bored]Expectingwhat?



Mike:anotherboyorgirl,Maybe.

Me:[tearsfalling]No,Nakediyouknocked

meupagain?

Mike:Don’tcry,it’sjustathought.Mykidsare

justthreemonthsoldandafewdaysold,

wehavetotakecareofthem.

Me:It’sjustthepastfewdayshavebeen

rough,IhavetogotoLondonfortwodays.

Mike:Yourfriendiscloudingmyinboxwith

appreciationmessages.

Me:she’snotmyfriend,ifitwasn’tforher

babyIwouldbetalkingtoher.



Mike:Youcan’tgotoLondon,Iwantusto

gotothismanIalwaysseeinmydreams.

Me:whattypeofManarewetalkingabout.

Mike:AgeneralofGod,Ihaveafeelingthat

I’llfinallyfindaspiritualhomethere.

Me:anythingisfinebutwithoutLondon

showsI’llbebroke.

Mike:We’lltagalongthen.

Me:[myphoneringsandit’sMrsMolo]

Mamfundisi.



MrsMolo:whereisthatthingcalledLerato,

Ihavebeenknockingforhoursnow.

Me:[Iplacedheronspeaker]Iseeyoudon’t

know,YoursonisinPrisonformurder.

MrsMolo:That’salie.

Me:It’sthebestversionofthetruth,

goodbye.[Ihungup]Babelet’sgoto

romance,todayweareeatingpizza.

Mike:thatwillmakemehungrybaby,Ineed

papwithgrilledchicken.

Me:Itwouldbenicetohavemyhusband

cookforme,justtoshowhowsorryheis

formistreatinghiswife.Anapologetic



dinner[lookingoutside]Ishouldhavetaken

thatdinnerrequest.AhminaI’m always

cooking,didyoumarrymeforthat?I’m tired

ofenslavingmyselfforyou.I’m tiredof

doingeverythingalonewhileyouchill.

Mike:babeIn……

Me:don’teventryme,I’m sorrytocompare

butLwandlewouldalwayshelp,ifIcookhe

cleanedafterwardslettingmerestbut

Nakedijustdemandswithoutworries.How

doyouexpectmetoberomanticwhenI’m

tired?Argyourselfish.

Mike:Ididn’tmeantoenslaveyoubutI

thoughtyouenjoyedit.

Me:Ohreally?You’reheretalkingsh*tthat



youknockedmeupagain,ifIfindoutthat

I’m pregnant.wearegettingdivorced,my

businessneedsmyattentionbutI’m busy

babysittingagrownmanhere,nx…

Mike:[lookingatherwithhisfacegetting

red]I’llcallthecleaningandcookingcrew

togobacktotheirduties.

Me:that’sgreatnews,it’sabouttime

somebodygivesmeabreak.

Mike:[goestotherestaurant,comesout

withabigpocketwithfood]thisisthebest

we’vegot.

Me:don’tyouknowhowtoputitdown?



Wegotinsidethecarandwentstraight

home.Mikedidn’tsayaword,heateand

wenttobed.ThenextdayIwokeupand

myhousewasfullofpeople.somedoing

laundry,somecleaningthehouseandthe

kitchenwaslittoo.Ifoundbreakfastonthe

table,Iwentbacktoourroom andfound

Mikedonebathinghiskids,ironinghisclothes.

IregrettedeverywordIhadsaidyesterday,

herefusedmehelping.

Mike:Youshouldprepareforwork,the

cleanersneedtocleanthisroom.[finishes

everything,switchesofftheironandwearshis

clothes.Packshisbriefcase,andkisseshis

kids]I’lldropthem off,afterbreakfast.

[kisseshercheek]Iloveyousomuch,don’t

belateforwork.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.[wehadbreakfastandI



wenttowork,Itookmytimewith

everything,Ilockeduparound8pm andgot

homearound11pm.Ifoundwarm foodand

atealonethenIwentupstairsthebabies

weresleeping.itookashowerandgotinto

blankets]Nakedi.

Mike:[wrapshisarmsaroundher]Welcome

back,mywife.

Me:BabeIdidn’tmeantocompareyouwith

myex,itwasamistake.Idon’twantyouto

belikehim,I’msorry.

Mike:Don’tworryaboutit,Istillloveyou.

Me:Nakediopenyoureyesandlookatme,

You’renotgoingtocomplainorshoutthat

I’m late?



Mike:[openshiseyesandlooksather]No,

doyouwantmeto?

Me:No,Iwantyoutobeyouroldself.

Mike:Ineverchangedbabe,youdid.[closes

hiseyes]let’ssleeporwe’llbelateforwork

tomorrow.

Me:[lessonlearned,Ishouldn’thave

comparedhim tomyexorallthat.I

shouldn’thavedoneit,Idon’tfeellikeIown

thishouseanymore.Iliterallydon’tlifta

fingeranymore]NakediIwantthecrewgone.

Mike:NoReneilwe,thenextthingyou’llbe

accusingmeofenslavingyou.



Me:Thisismyhouse,Ineededhelpnota

secondwomanwhowilldoeverything.

Mike:theysigneda6monthcontract,so

relaxandenjoytheride.

Me:Iwantthem gonefrom myhouse.

Mike:doyouwanttoknowwhatIwant?I

wantpeaceinmymarriage,Iwantahappy

wifebutyouarebusymakingdemandsof

ordersyoucan’tchew.Goodnight.

Me:[Istaredathim,upset]Iwantthem

gone.
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Imoanedandmurmuredalone,hefellasleep

likeI’m notevenintheroom.Wellsincethat

day,Ihardlyhaveanyconversationwithhim

exceptwhenitconcernsthekids.Idon’t

knowwhybutCindyhasbeenkeepingtaps

onme,askingaboutmylifeandIknowshe

meansmymarriage.Theindustryisabit

slowsoIhavealotoffreetime,IwishI

couldcookbutMikedoesn’teatathome.I

can’taccusehim ofcheatingasIalways

finetakeawayboxesandplates.Inactual

factIfeellikeasidecheek,heusesrubber

withmenow.Idonothingforamanthat

sleepsnexttomeeverynight.

Mike:[comesintothehouse]HelloReneilwe.

Me:[Idroppedthemagazine,Iwasreading

andhuggedhim withallmymight]Imiss

you.



Mike:Ijustcamehometodropafew

thingsandI’llbegone.

Me:I’m sorryforeverythingIhavedoneto

causethisdivorcebutIcan’ttakeyour

silenttreatmentanymore.

Mike:[hugsherandkisseshercheek]Ilove

you.

Me:Imissyouhle,Ican’tlivelikethis.

Mike:howdoyouwanttolive?

Me:Iwantmyhusbandback,overprotective,

controlfreakandstraightforwardno

nonsensemyhusband.theonewholeaves



hisshoesinthestudyandusesmytooth

brush.Thatman,IwantmyhusbandMike

NakediStein.

Mike:[sitsontheedgeofbed,putsheron

hislap]Ihateitwhenyoucomplainor

comparemetosomeoneinyourpastortell

methatIenslaveyouwhenitwasyour

decisiontodoso.IloveyouReneilwe,soso

muchbutIfeellikeyourconsistently

draggingonforafight.

Me:Ididn’tmeantocompareyoutohim,it’s

justthatImissthetimewhenyouhadtime

forme.Youralwaysdoingthingswithyour

kidsandeveryoneelse.Ifeelsoignored,it

makesmeregrethavingthesebabiesand

fearhavingmorekidsbecauseI’llbeababy

machineinthebackground.



Mike:butbabyyourmywife,ourkids

representus.youwillneverbecomeababy

machine,Iworkhacktickhourstomakesure

youandmykidslacknothing.

Me:allthisthingswehavemeannothingto

me,Ilackyou.

Mike:whatcanIdotomakeituptoyou?

Me:[wesharedakiss,thatbroughttearsto

myface]

Mike:[hepullsoutandreachesforhis

briefcase]Ihav….

Me:[tearsfalling]staywithme,don’tgo.



Mike:I’llbebackbeforeyouknowit,

[wipinghertears]Comeon,youknowIhave

towork.

Me:[Ijuststoodupandlefthim onthebed,

wenttotakeashower.Ifeltsounimportant,

lonely,likeIjustlostahugepartofme.

Suddenlytheshowerdooropenedandhe

wrappedhisarmsaroundme,whichmade

mecryevenmore.After30mins,Iwalked

outoftheshowerwithamassiveheadache,

Iworemyundergarmentsandlaidonthe

bed.]

Mike:[comingfrom thebathroom]BabyI’m

sorry[climbsonthebedandpullsherclose]

yourimportanttome.

Me:IhaveaheadacheMike,youmayle….[I



hadalumpinmythroat,Irantothe

bathroom andvomitgreen,purplishwater,the

headachegotworse]

Mike:[lookingatherforeheadwhichalready

hasveinspoppingout]I’m takingyoutothe

doctor.

Me:Ifeelsoweak,Ijustwanttosleep.

Mike:[helpsherwearagown,scoopsherup

andrushesdownstairs,putsherinsidehis

car]Babedon’tcloseyoureyes,whateveryou

dodon’tclosethoseeyes[drivestothe

hospital,rushesintoemergency]helpmywife.

Nurse:[looksatReneilwe]whathappened?



Mike:Don’taskmestupidquestions,my

wifeneedsadoctor.

Nurses:[pushReneilwetotheward,wherea

doctorrushesin]

#4hourslater.

Doctor:[comesoutoftheward]MrStein,

canIseeyouinmyoffice?

Mike:[walksbehindhim andtakesaseatin

hisoffice]what’swrong?

Doctor:shewaspoisoned,it’sbeeninher

system forlongwhileeatingherbloodcells.

Wemanagedtostopitbutshewon’tbe

ablemoveherbodyactivelyasherimmunes



system willhavetorebuilditself.

Mike:howlonghasitbeeninhersystem

exactly?

Doctor:oneweek,it’sjustthatherbodyis

strong.

Mike:Whencanshebedischarge?

Doctor:MrStein,sheneedscloseattention.I

knowyouaremybossbutplease

understand.

Mike:Mywifeisgoinghomewithme,give

mehermedsnotexcuses.



Doctor:[giveshim hermeds,goesto

dischargeMrsSteinandwheelshertohis

car]sheneedstoeatalotoffruitsand

veggies.

Mike:[scoopsherintohiscarandadjusts

theseat,closesthedoor]Thankssomuch.

Me:[Iwokeuptoexcruciatingpain,inthe

middleofthenightandMikestaringatme]

whathappened?

Mike:whodidyoumeetwith,aweekago

forlunchordrinks.

Me:[hehelpedmesettle,confused]Cindy,

shewantedtothankmeforhelpingher.



Mike:[smiles]shepoisonedyou.

Me:[shocked]what?IknowCindyshe

wouldn’tdothat.

Mike:shebuysyoulunchthisonceandyou

endupinhospital,thinkaboutitbabe.

Me:whywouldshewanttokillme?

Mike:we’llfindoutsoonest.

Me:I’m hungry,whatdidthechefmake?

Mike:Pastaandmincewithveggies,[opens

herplateandtakesaspoon]Openupwide.



Me:[thiswasverysweetdespitethatI’m in

abnormalpain,hefedmeandashewent

downstairstobringmejuice.Ifiddledwith

hisphone,heeeeIfoundbankreportsof

peoplehepaysinthem wasmytherapist

Charlie,thedoctoriwenttowhenIwas

raped,mypreviousdriver,thehotelIsleptin

whileIwenttoLondon,Capetown.The

gardeneratLwandle’sgamedrive,my

photographer,Itumeleng’sfirstdoctor,the

policemanwhowasonLwandle’scase.AsI

wentfurtherIfoundmynakedpicturesand

audiosofusmakinglove.Asifthat’snot

enough,Ifoundcameramonitorsonhis

phonewhichshowswhereweareatall

times,thekidsnurseryandmyoffice,our

house]

Mike:[standingbesidethedoor]foundwhat

youlookingforyet?



Me:[Ifeltfearsweepmeoffmyfeet,

scared]No,I’m so….

Mike:What’smineisyours,Idon’tmindyou

goingthroughmyphone.

[02/21,05:47]Wdz: Insert49

Ijuststaredatthestrangercalledmy

husband,piecebypieceeverythingstarted

makingsense.Howhehadmetohisbed

everytimeforthelastfouryears.Ifound

myselfintearsjustwonderingwhoisthe

manthatstolemyheartandgavemetwo

preciouschildren,his“Iloveyou”ranginmy

mindlikeabrokenrecord.

Mike:[wipeshertears]whatisit?talkto

me?



Me:whoareyou?Iclearlyknoweverything

aboutmebuttheonlythingIknowabout

youis“Iloveyou”whoareyou?

Mike:Iam MikeNakediStein,fatherofNeo

andDineo,husbandtoReneilwe.Bornin

Botswana,myparentswerefarmersthere

untilIwas13,thenwemovedtoSouthAfrica

wheremymotherandfatherfurtheredtheir

education,startedthefamilybusiness.AfterI

passedmymatric,studiedAccountacyfor

myparentsthenwentbacktoschooland

studiedmedicineasIdesiredmeanwhileI

workedasparamedic.Tocutthelongstory

short,IhavetwoResturants,aHospitaland

thefamilybusinessasyouknow.

Me:[smiling]WearerichMos,whyam I

evenworking?Ishouldpractisebeinga



trophywife?likemarriedtoMedicine.

Mike:Halfofmyestateisyours,we’llget

marriedinCommunityofproperty.

Me:[wavingmyhand]youkeepcallingme

yourwife,yetmyhandislonely.

Mike:[chuckles]Ihearyou,marriageisn’tina

beautifulring.

Me:AhwenaRichman,Nowonderpeople

wanttobewitchandpoisonme.Yourvery

rich,Ithinkweshouldmake9morekids.

Mike:[standsupandwithhishandsinthe

pocket]NobabyIhavenowishtobe

Abraham,Thetwinsareenoughasitis.



Me:Makingthem willbefunpluswecan

affordthem[teasinghim,unhookingmybra]

Com…

Mike:Reneilwedon’tyoudare!Thissickness

isgoingtoyourhead,[staringatherbreast,

lickinghisupperlip]Reneilwemaan.

Me:Nakedimaan![hetookoutacondom,I

immediatelyhookedmybrabackon]I’m no

longerinthemood,Ihaveaheadache.

Mike:[disappointed]Pleasedon’ttortureme.

Me:what’stheuseofplayingsoccerwitha

goal?KeepyourselfandI’llkeepmyself.



Mike:Butbabythetwinsarealmostfive

months,wecan’tbeplanninganotherone,

atleastnotnow.

Me:[Isuddenlyfeltsomuchpaininmy

stomach]Nakedi…Ahhh…ayyyyi…

Mike:[makesherlieonherback,examines

herandgiveshermeds]You’llfeelbetter.

Me:[thepainjustpenetratedmywholebody,

Icoughedblood]Nakediwhatishappeningto

me?

Mike:theconcoctionwillkickinsoon,when

youwakeup,Iwillhaveyourfoodready.

[kissesherface,withcalmness]Iloveyouand

I’m goingtocookforyou.



Me:[Ifeltabitsleepy,surprised]don’tburn

mypotsplease.

Mike:theheadknowsthemovementsofthe

neckbetterthananypartofthebody.

Me:[Ifoundmyselffallingasleepwhilehe

wasblabbing,hewokemeuptwohourslater

withfood]Nakedi,pununulam,ratolaka.I

hopemykitchenisstillinorder.

Mike:Ijusthadavision,weneedtogotake

yourstepmotherandsheisunderattack.

Me:Mylord,myhusband,thisfoodisreally

delicious,wherearewegoingtoputher.



Mike:Surelywecanhouseonemoreperson,

besidesIhaveafeelingshe’sgoingtobe

usefultous.

Me:Shewillbesohappy,probablyshopping

everysecond.Mmelecheletebaratanathata!

Mike:Ijustneedyoutoapproveherliving

her.

Me:Ihavenoproblem withthewoman,

she’sactuallynotasbad,whenareyou

bringingherin.

Mike:Isentalimotogofetchher.

Me:[laughing]Myhusbandyouaretoo

prophetic.



#InMpumalanga

Everyoneisgatheredaroundthetabletalking

aboutReneilwe’sdownfall.Theplanisget

her6feetdown,sothatCindycanmovein

andMnqobicantakeallofMike’smoney,

whilethefamilysharedthecars,housesand

estates.Thehavecalledthewitchwhoonce

placedademoninsideher.

Witch:Gethertoseparatewiththelightand

wecanstarttheprocess.

Mnqobi:Howdoesthedemonworkexactly?

HerUncle:Everytimeshesleepswithaman,

thesnakevomitsmoneybutthejackpotis



whenshehasamiscarriage,that’swhere

wealthliterallyfollowsyou.

Cindy:[smiles]Icoulduseanewcaror

somethingexpensive.

HerAunt:Weneedtokeepthisplan,away

from herstepmotherbecauseshe’sateller

tummy.

Witch:[smiles]Youwillneedherusedpad

andherhusband’ssweatyshirt.

Cindy:Icangetthosenoproblem.

HerStepMother:[comefrom herroom]

Pleaseexcuseme,it’stimeforUzalo[they

hearaknock]Comeinhle.



Chauffer:Goodevening,Iam lookingfor

MmeMokoena,motherofReneilweStein.

HerStepMother:[looksoutthewindowand

seestheLimo]KeNnao

Chauffer:Yourdaughteriscurrentlynot

feelingwell,shesentmeheretocome

fetchhermother.

HerStepMother:[wearshersleepers,

concerned]What’swrongwithmydaughter?

OhGodnoweaponformedagainstmy

daughterwillprosper,let’sgoimmediately.

HerUncle:Howbadisherecondition?



Chauffer:Sheisnotwellbecausehermother

islivingunderhushconditions,shewantsher

motherclosetoher.

HerStepMother:Modimo!!!Letmetakemy

IDandpurse.[goestoherroom andcomes

back]Leadtheway.

Ratong:Mamawhereareyougoing?

HerStepMother:Godhasrememberedme,

Lookatit?ketlojasushinou!

Chauffer:[opensthedoorandushersherto

theLimo]AreyoucomfortableMrs?
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AfterIhadeatenmyfoodandwewere



waitingforthekidsplusmymother.We

chilledwatchingtvwhichissomethingwe

rarelydobecausemyhusbandisalways

busy.Ienjoyedlyingonhischestand

listeningtoourheartsbeating,kissinghim

anytimeIlike.Thenweheardmymother

shoutingpraisestothehouseandlaughedas

werememberedshe’sneverbeenhere

before.

Me:AiNakedi,yourmotherneh.

Mike:[getsupwithherandtheyopenthe

door]welcometoourhouseMa.

HerStepmother:[getsinsidethehouse,

looksaround,smiling]heeyouguyslivein

heaven.



Mike:BabeyoushouldshowMatoher

room.

Me:Ipreparedyouaroom upstairsMa.

HerStepmother:upstairs?mykneescan’t

t….

Me:WehaveaninsideliftMama[wetook

theliftandIaccompaniedhertoherroom]

hereweare.

HerStepMother:[goesintoherwalkin

closet]youuuuuReneilwekenaledidesigner

shoes![goesintothebathroom]LeJacuzzi

Maan.

Me:[itwassofunny,watchingherreaction



butheyIunderstand]Mamapleasecomesit

here[shejoinsmeonthecouch]Youdon’t

havetoliftafingerhere,thecleanersand

chefswillarriveinthemorningtoattendto

youreveryneed.

HerStepMother:YohModimo![kneelsdown

andstartspraying]

Me:[Iwassoshocked,assheprayed]Amen.

Mike:[knocksonthedoor]isitsafeto

comein?

HerStepMother:[standsupandsitsonthe

couch]Yes,comein.

Mike:Ma,Yourdriverisherewiththecar



you’llbeusingforyourstayhere.

HerStepMother:Sitdown,Ineedtotalkto

youboth.

Mike:[sitsbesideheronthecouch]we

werelisteningMa.

HerStepMother:thekeystoagood

marriageiscommunication,youmustbe

eachother’sbestfriend.Therearealotof

peoplewantingyouguystoseparate,Mike

youneedtostopwalkingoutwhenyouare

havinganissuewithyourwifeandReneilwe

youneedtoprayforthisman,Godisn’ta

part-timething.Yourkidsneedyourattention,

youarehardlywithyourkids.bothofyou

aretoobusywithotherthings,thesekids

areyoursnotyourmothers.Mygrandkids



feelignored,theyaretooyoungtobeliving

outsideoftheirhome.[standsup]Getyour

nonsensetogether,youtwo.

Me:[shocked,IlookedatMikeassheleft

usinthere]she’sright,ourkidshavenever

livedherewithus.

Mike:weneedtostarttakingcareofour

ownchildren.

Me:whenaretheybringingthem?

Mike:Ijustplacedthem inthenursery.

Me:it’slate,Iwanttosleep[wehearthe

kidscryingandrushintothenursery,I

pickedNeoandhepickedDineo.]what’s



wrong?[wetriedeverythingbutthey

continuedtocry,weendedupintheliving

room]

Mike:I’m callingthedoctor.

HerStepMother:[takesthebabies,angry]

thesekidsneedloveandattention![lays

them onherthighsandcaressingtheirbacks,

theysettle]Payattentiontowhatis

important.

Me:[herwordstoremeapart,tearsfell]We

hearyou.

Mike:[upsetwithhimself,stormsout]

Me:WhatshouldIprepareforyou?



HerStepMother:Applejuiceandasliceof

chocolatecake.

Me:[Iwenttothekitchenanddidastold,

cameback]hereiseverything.

HerStepMother:Youneedtoprayforyour

husbandandGodwillblessyou,from

tonightlearntoprayforyourhusband,you

areinbattle.Iwillhelpyoupray,Gocheck

onyourhusband.

Me:[Iwenttosearchformyhusband,I

lookedeverywhereandfoundhim inhis

prayerroom,usuallyIpassbutthistimeI

kneeledbesidehim.Icouldn’tsayanything,

tearsjustfellsilentlyasIstoodinthe

presenceofGod.]



Mike:[aftersubmittingtoGod,givingHim,

hisheart.Wipeshistearsandnoticesthat

hiswifebesidehim,ablessinghisbeen

prayingfor.tobeinthepresencewithhis

wife,smileswide]Babe.[liftsherupfrom her

kneesandhugsher]IthankGodforyou.

Me:howdoIcomewhereyouare?

Mike:Godiswithyou,Hewillguidehim

whenyouleanonhim.

Me:[Ijustheldhim,asIfeltultimatepeace,

likenothingelsematters]CanIsleepin

here?

Mike:[chuckle]Whowillsleepbesideme?



Theheaddoesn’tworkwithouttheneck.

Me:[themomentweworkedoutofthat

room,IknewIneededtobeinthepresence

ofGod.Wewentinsidethehouseandfound

mymotherprayingforus,wekneeledbeside

herandwaitedforhertofinish]Amen.

HerStepMother:[looksatReneilwe]Soyou

arepregnantagain?[standsupandtakes

thekids]Goodnight.

Mike:GoodnightMa.

Me:[intears]Am Ipregnant?

Mike:Thisbabywillbeloved,justlikeall

ourchildren.



Me:Wecan’tunderstandourinfants,our

childrenknowtheirgrandparentsmorethen

us.

Mike:Wegavebirthtothem,Davidand

Sarahmadethesekids.

Me:DavidandSarah?Whatareyoutalking

about?

Mike:Lookinthemirror,[scoopsherup]I

loveyoumywife.

Me:[confused]Istilldon’tunderstandyou.

Mike:That’sbecauseyouthinkyou

understandyourself[kissesher



forehead]You’reawomanofGod,notby

marriagebutnature.

Me:WomanofGod,arenothinglikeme.

Mike:Youareunique,nevercompare

yourself,Youranointedoutofchoice.

…………..TOBECONTINUED……..

I'mnotendinganythinguntilTheHolySpirit

saysso...
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From thatday,Ifoundmyselfmeditating

everychanceIget.Ihavelearnedmy

childrenandtakencontrolofmyhousehold.

Maismorethencomfortable,sheeventakes

afternoonnaps.WellMikeisMike,busyas

usual.Ihardlyseehim andtheonlything

thatkeepsmefrom complainingisthatI

spendallmywordsinprayer.Mymotheris

reallyapillar,wemeditatetogetherand

sharerevelations.Asweweresittingonthe

balcony,Ireceivedacall.

Me:Hellomylovinghusband.

Mike:Iwon’tbecominghometonight,I’m

outoftownan…

Me:Youdon’tknowwhenyou’llbehome,I

getit.



Mike:[aladycallinghim inthe

background]Greatstaff[hehangsup]

Me:[Ijuststaredatthephone,surprised]

whatdoesthismean?Hehasn’tsleepin

thishousefortwoweeks.

HerStepMother:themomentyoustop

asking,he’llcomerunningtoseeyou.

Me:distancecanbeagoodthing[Icalled

him again,itrangforawhilethenalady

pickedup]hello,canyougiveNakedithe

phone.

Her:wearecurrentlyinthe

m…[moans]shhh…yesss…wha.



Me:[Ihungup,calm]Iwon’ttrytoaccuse

him oranything.

HerStepMother:Hisconsciouswillsort

him out.

Me:[Itakemybabies]Iwillleavewiththem

tomorrowmorning,shouldwebringyou

anythingfrom themall?

HerStepMother:I’m fine,justdon’tstress

aboutthisforthesakeofyourbabies.

Me:Iwilltrymylevelbest.Iwentupstairs,

prayedandwenttosleepwithmybabies.

Theyhavegrownsofastit’sscary.Ihada

peacefulnight,thenextdayIhadthe



showerrunningsoIwenttobathinthe

mainbathroom withmykids.Wegot

dressedandreadyforshoppingasplanned,

mylifeisn’tgoingtostopbecauseMike

decidedtobeunfaithful.Iwenttoour

bedroom tofetchmyhandbagandcarkeys.

Mike:Aren’tyoujoiningme?

Me:Ihadenoughsleepduringthenight.

Mike:IwenttofetchItumelengyesterday,

she’sdownstairsinoneoftherooms.

Me:Ithoughtmarriagewasabout

communication,youneverdiscussanything

withme,youjusttakedecisionsonyour

own.



Mike:Youshouldbehappy,she’llkeepyou

companywhileI’m away.

Me:hypocrisyisreal,thisisyourhouseso

doasyouplease.[knowingItumelengishere

didn’tgivemeagoodfeelingatall,sheis

alwayscallingmeallsortsofnames.The

lasttimeiwenttovisithershecalledmea

whoreinfrontofherschoolmates.Itake

mybabiesandwentdownstair,littleMadam

wasalreadyorderingthecleaningstaff

around]HelloSister.

Itumeleng:JaReneilwe,youmusthave

spreadthoselegsreallywideforthiskindof

lifeneh.CongratulationsSister.

Me:[Ipushedmykidsandwenttomycar,



thedrivercame]Icandriveonmyown.

TheDriver:Butsirsaid.

Me:Thisismycarnothiscar,getoutofmy

car.[Idrovearoundtown,nofriendorcousin,

justmeandmykidsandGod.IwishDineo

wasabitolder.Ijustdroveupthe

mountainandwehadapicnic.Ididn’thave

myphonesoIusedmyworkcamerato

takepicturesofoursmallpicnic.Aftera

wholedayoffun,loveandpeacefulness.I

wenttowimpyandweboughtsomefood

toeat.ThenheadtoMike’shouse,asI

droveinhehadthewholestaffanddrivers

linedup,helookedpissedbutIcarriedmy

childrenoutofthecar.Theywentinsidethe

houseandtackedthem in]



Mike:Whatwereyouthinking?Youleft

withoutyourdriver.

Me:helloMike,howareyouReneilwe,oh

I’m finethanksforasking.Wheredidyou

goReneilwe,Itookthekidstoapicnic.You

shouldtrybeingcalm,ithelpsallthetime.

Mike:[Defeated]aretheysleepingalready?

Me:I’m sureyouhavetwoeyes,thatcan

seethat.[Itookoffmyclothesandchanged

intomypj’s]Goodnight.

Mike:Canwetalk?

Me:TalkI’lllisten,whatisit?



Mike:I’m sorryaboutthephonecallthing,

I’dnevercheatonyouandI’m sorryI

haven’tbeensleepinghome.

Me:takeoutabookandnotethis,your

sorryisoutdated.Whenyouwererapping

mewithoutmyknowledgeyousaidsorry

andforallthenonsenseyouputmethrough

it’salwaysasorry.From todayliveyourlife

don’tbeallsorryonme.

Mike:Ma,isinvitingustodinnerdownstairs.

Me:[Iworemygownandwentdownstairs.

Thesteinsweretherewithmymother,

mike’sfriendstoo,Isetdownonmychair,

irritated]Eveningeveryone.

Itumeleng:wheredidyougoReneilwe?



Me:UpyourassItumeleng[Idishedupfor

myselfjustthesalad,thentheyservedus

cake.asistartedeatingthecake,everyone

wasstaringatmefunny.Itooktwobites

andstopped]ThiswasveryniceMa,thank

you.

HerStepMother:Aren’tyougoingtofinish

thecake?

Me:nothanks,alreadyhadaburgerand

chipsplusdessertfrom wimpywithmykids.

[Istoodupandpushedinthechair]

Goodnighteveryone.[from thelooksIgot,I

knewhewastryingtoproposetomebut

heshouldhaveknownbetter.Iwent

upstairsandfoundmyphoneringing]Nandi.



Nandi:Ijustgotacallthattheshopison

fire.

Me:Alright,Letitburn.I’llpayyouforthis

month,letmecalltheinsurancecompany.

Nandi:Areyouokay,babe?

Me:[tearsfell]I’m fine,justcuriousonwhat

causedthefire.

Nandi:Loveyou,goodnightlove.

Me:Goodnightloveyouloadsmore.[Ihang

upandlaidback]Lifejusthappenedtome.
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Iclosedmyeyesandsleptlikenothingjust

happened.IheardMikecomeinlateat

night,Ijustcontinuedwithmysleepand

ignoredeverything.Thenextday,Iwokeup

andbathedmychildren.Spoketothe

insurancepeoplewhichweregivingme

1millionrandpay-outformetoreplace

everythingthatburnt.AtthispointIwanted

tostartoverwithoutanyone’shelp,icalled

allmyinvestorsensuringthem thattheir

orderswon’tbeaffected.MyPhonerang

again.

Me:ReneilweMokoenahello.

Ntombi:[emotional]Whatarewegoingto

do?ReethisistheonlyJobIdobest,I

havenoeducationyouknowthat.



Me:Takeadeepbreath,calm down.Ihave

spokentotheinvestors,I’m goingtomake

theirordersandyou’llhavetotravelto

deliverthem.wegoingtobebasedonline.

Ntombi:Howareyousocalm?

Me:Thisisanewleaffornewstrategies,

takethisasanewstart.We’llsurvive.

Ntombi:doesthatmeanoursalarieswill

decrease?

Me:Yoursalarieswillbepaidforthenext

6months,withoutdecreasing.

Ntombi:Thanksboss,goodbye[shedrops]

Mike:Howareyousocalm whenyoulost



everything?

Me:Ididn’tloseanything,mykidsarehere

andI’m alive.

Mike:Yourfinancialsaren’tlookinggood,so

what’syourplan?

Me:Godismyplan,Idon’twanttobe

dependentonyouanymoreandI’m

withdrawingmyaccountfrom thecompany.

Mike:Butyourcompanyneedsourservices.

Me:Asyousaid,myfinancialsaren’tlooking

good.Acceptit,Idon’tneedyouanymore

foranything.



Mike:Iplannedanoutingforus,this

afternoon.

Me:stopit!MyanswerisNo.I’m notsure

aboutthismarriageanymore,IthinkI

deservebetterthanthis.

Mike:[tearsfalling]Pleasedon’tsaythat,I

loveyou.

Me:Idon’tknowMike,wewantdifferent

things.Loveisn’tenoughanymoreNakedi,

I’m tiredofyourmoodswings,youralways

tryingtomakemeuncomfortable,testing

mypatience.Youdon’tloveme,youlikethe

ideaofhavingme.

Mike:[onhisknees,moresilenttearscoming

down]I’lldobetter,tryhardertomakeyou



happy.

Me:Idon’thavetimeforyourgimmicks,I

can’tdothisanymore.Iloveyouenoughto

lety….

Mike:[huggingherfeet,hisfaceredand

veinspoppedout]don’tsayit,don’tleaveme,

Ineedyou.

Me:Ihaveappointstoattend,don’tkeep

mehere.

Mike:[scoopsherupandputsheronthe

bed,hugsheronthebed]please

don’t….don’t..lea..ve..me.

Me:[Ihaveneverseenhim crylikethis,he



washoldingontomesotight.Itbrokemy

heartbutithadtohappen.Ifoughtoffhis

handsandtookmyhandbag]I’m latefora

meeting.

Mike:[jumpsoffthebedandstandsbythe

door,holdherhandtight]Pleaseyourmy

breath,don’tleavemeplease.

Me:[Iopenedthedoor]Ihavetoworkfor

mychildren’sfutureandseemylawyer.[I

walkeddownstairsandeveryonefrom last

nightwasstillthere]Goodmorning

ever….[wehadaloudnoise,agunshot,I

droppedeverythingandrunupstairs,I

openedmybedroom door,Ifoundhim on

thevergeofcommittingsuicide.]Nakedithis

isn’tthewaytogoaboutthis.



Mike:[tearsfallingwithaguntohishead]I

justwanttogoandnotbotheryou

anymore.

Me:Youractinglikeachild,themomentyou

die,you’regoingtoburnforever.

Mike:atleastIwon’twatchyouleaveme

ormarryanotherman.I’vedonethattwice

already,notagain.

Me:[mykidswerescreaming,Ipickedthem

upandbreastfedthem]Ifyouwanttodie,

thendoitbutknowthatifmysongrowsup

tobesomedrugaddict.Itwillbebecause

heneverhadafather,Peoplewholoveme

alwaysdieanyway.[Ilaidthekidsintheir

bedsandhecockedthegun]Nakedi,please.



Mike:Ican’tdoitReneilwe,Ican’tliveto

watchyouleaveme.

Me:whataboutyourkids?don’tdothis

Nakedimaan,[Igotcloserandhuggedhim]

Weneedyou,comeonIdon’twanttobea

widow.[Iheldhishand]Don’tdothis,[after

20minutesofpleadinghegavemethegun

andIplaceditbackinthesafewhilehejust

laidonthebed,tearsfallingonhispillow]

Babe,thisisn’twhatImeant.

Mike:[emotional]I’vesharedyouallmylife,

thistimeIcan’tshareyou.

Me:[Itookoffmyheelsandhuggedhim]

don’tevertrythisagain,inyourentirelife

Nakedi.Icantakelosingyoutoanother

womannottodeath.



Mike:Iloveyou,yourmylife.Ican’tleave

withoutyou,yourbreathismine.Imaybe

stronginallareasbutyourmydownfall.I’m

notperfect,I’m sorrythatIhavemood

swingsasyoucallit,I’lltrytobebetter.

Me:Youknowyoujustscaredthesh*tout

ofmeanditwon’tgounpunishedright?

Mike:Punishmeanyhow,justdon’tleave

me.

Me:[Ilaidontopofhim,listeningtohis

heartbeatnexttomine]IloveyouNakedi,

yougetonmynervessometimesbutIlove

you.Iwanttobewithyouonlyifyoucan

bewithme.



Mike:Ididn’tcheat,oneofmyfriendsis

gettingmarriedsotheymadehim aman

partywithstrippersandeveryelse.

Me:forallthisnonsenseyouhavedone,

youaregroundedforthenextthreeweeks.

IfIhearthatyouleftthishouse,mychildren

andIwillmoveintotheguestbedroom.

Mike:Threeweeksislikeamonth,howam I

goingtostayinhereforthatlong.

Me:Idon’tknowanddon’tcare,your

punished.Iwantallthosepeopleoutofmy

housewhenIcamebackfrom mymeeting.

Mike:IknowI’m innopositiontoaskfor

anythingbutstaywithme,don’tgojustfor

today.



Me:[IcouldtellhewasstillafraidthatI’m

notgoingtocomeback,calm]Aslongas

youbehave.

[02/21,15:53]Wdz: Insert53

Welaidinbedwiththekidsbetweenus.he

tookanapbutthemomentImoved,hewas

wideawake.Wegotsometimetotalkto

him,thenweprayedtogether.Idepartedfor

mymeetingwhileItoldhimthatI’m goingto

speaktomymotheraboutthegunshot.I

switchedoffmyphone,asIcalledmystaff

andtheinsurancepeople.Iwasn’treadyto

revealanythingaboutthebedandbreakfast

asyet.Wespokeoftothelandlordhegave

usanewspaceinthenewcomplex.Iused

mylastmoneytobuyfurnisherandbaking

materialsasourbakedcakesforeventsrun

outfasterandmakehugeprofits.Ispentthe



wholedaybakingwhileNandiandNtombi

calledourmaterialsuppliers.

Ntombi:[comesintoherkitchen]Ree,please

accompanymetoSowetotomakean

urgentdeliveryofthiscake,thereisa

wedding.

Me:[Iwashmyhandsandgodownstairs,

themomentIopentheboottoforthecake,

IfindMike]love…[Iknowhiscrazyaboutme

soIdidn’taskquestions,hewassleeping

inthere,Icaressedhisface]babywakeyou.

Nandi:Hoawsisterboss,youkeptyour

hubbyintheboot.

Me:[Ihelpedhim outandhedecidedto

driveustoSoweto,Igotoffandmadethe



delivery,thenwewentbacktowork,I

remainedinthecarwithmyhusbandas

Ntombiwentupstairs]shouldIexpectan

explanation?

Mike:[pullshercloseandkissesher]Ilove

you.

Me:letmegofinishup,areyoucomingup

withme?

Mike:Yes.

Me:[I’veneverseenhim thisway,hejust

gotsohumble.Wewentupstairs,Imade

him somethingtoeatandfinishedthelast

orders,Iwashedmyhandsandfoundhim

sittingmychair]wemaygonow.



Mike:I’m sorry,Idon’twantyoutoleave

me.

Me:[Iheldhishandandwesharedahug]I

haveforgivenyou.

Mike:IfoundouttheMnqobiburntyour

shop,theyareinamissiontobreakusup.

Me:I’m notafraidofanyonebutGod.We

beenthroughworsethings,we’llsurvivethis

one.

Mike:thankyouforlovingme.

Me:youlovedmefirstremember,let’sgo

havedinner.



Mike:it’sadate,Iknowagoodspot.

Me:therearethekeys[suddenlywesmelled

smoke,Iopenedthedoorandsomeonehad

thrownaburningbottleintomyshop,the

shopalarm wentoff]notagain!!!nonono!

Mike:[takesthefireextinguisherandquickly

putsoutthefire,angry]areyouokay?

Me:[defeated]whydoesthispersonkeep

doingthistome?

Mike:[pullsherinforahug]Yoursafe,I’m

hereforyou.

Me:[myhusband’sarmswereverywarm,I



crieduntiltearscouldn’tcomeoutanymore,

atthispointI’m afraidofgoingoutside,he

triedmovingandIheldhim]whatiftheyare

stilloutsidethere,Idon’twanttoloseyou

too.

Mike:they’llbebackheretoseeifwe

burntdown.

Me:[panicking]Whatarewegoingtodo?

Mike:Wearegoingtofightback,weare

notcowards.

Me:Howarewegoingtodothat?Areyou

outofyourmind?

Mike:[kisseshercheek,breaksoneofthe



vasandtakesouttwoloadedguns]wehave

tosendthem tohell.

Me:I’venevershotagunbefore.

Mike:inoneofourfantasysessions,we

playedJamesbondandyounaileditlove.

Me:Howmanytimesdidwehavethese

“fantasysessions”exactly?

Mike:Ihadyoueverythirddayoftheyear,

IlovedthewayyoulaughedwhenItickled

you.itwasn’tallaboutintercourse,wewould

playgames,fightaboutyourchocolateice

cream.Irememberthisonetimeyouhad

fluandyournosewaspinkbutyou

coughedwhileeatingice-cream.



Me:It’slikeyouaretalkingaboutadream.

Mike:[cocksthegun,chuckles]Iloveyou

too.

Me:sodidibeatyouatsomethingjust

once?

Mike:Cards,youaregoodatthem.

Wewentoutofmyofficeandsetbehind

thecounterwaitingfortheassholes.Itwas

reallyfun,wetalkedaboutnothingandhe

crackedsomanyjokes,itbroughtmeto

tears.Weforgotabouteverythingandhe

mademefeellikeakid.Wesetthereall

nightandIevensleptinhisarms.Thenext



morning,Iheardthepolicesounds.Mike

helpedmeupandIrealisedthatthiswasthe

bestnightofmylife,hisnotperfectbuthe

makesmelaugh.

Policeman:Dropyourguns!

Mike:Thesearelicencedguns,I’m surprised

youronlyarrivingnow.Thisshopalmost

burntwithusinsideit.

Policeman:IsaiddropyourGuns!

Mike:Youdon’tgettotelluswhattodo,I

needashowerandagoodnight’srest.

Ntombi:Notagainsisterboss,thisisgetting

seriousmos.Arewesafe?



Me:I’m hiringaprivateinvestigatorand

security,weclearlycan’ttrustpoliceatthis

point.

Mike:[takeshiswife’shand]pleaseexcuse

us,keeptheshop.

Me:[wewalkedtomycar,hedidasecurity

checkbeforewegotinsideit,iheldhis

handashewasabouttostartthecar]

Thankyou,Iappreciateyou.I’vehadmany

badexperiencesinmylifeandifIwereto

dienow,youwouldbetheonethingthat

mademylifeworthit.Iloveyousomuch,

sticksandstoneswon’tbreakourlove.

Mike:excusemelovebutIlongtosleep

besideyouinourkingsizedbedandsee



mykidsrightnow.
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ThedrivehomewaspeacefuluntilIsawmy

house,ApparentlyMadam Itulockedmy

motherandthekidsoutside.Iwantedto

strangleherbutthemomentIsawMnqobi

comingoutofmyfrontdoor,Iwaswithout

awordtoexpresshowIfeel.Mikewas

furiouswhenhediscoveredthatournew

born’ssleptinthesecurityandhelper’s

house.Hewentintothehouse,suddenly

somecarsarrivedanditwasanorphanage.

BeforeIknewittheyhadItumelengandher

staffinthevan.

Itumeleng:[screaming]Reneilweyou

promisedmymotherthatyou’dtakecareof

me,Idon’twanttogoplease.



Me:I’vegivenyoumylifebutyourepaidme

withaplatefullofSh*t.ourmotherknowsI

triedmybesttogiveyouanythingyouneed

butyoustilldon’tappreciateme.

Mike:[fumingwithanger]WHATISTHIS

GIRLSTILLDOINGINMYPREMISES!!!GET

OUTOFMYYARD,MAMOKOENAGETIN

THEHOUSERIGHTTHISMINUTE!!!

Me:[Iwentinsidethehouseconfusedon

whyhisturningonme,Itookmykids,

bathedthem andbreastfedthem.Hecame

intoourbedroom andslamsthedoor,I

preparedmyselffortheworst.]

Mike:[takesthechildrenfrom herand

removestheirclothes,examinestheirlittle



bodiesastheycryfeelingcold]

Me:[Iwatchedhim dohisnonsenseand

clothedmykids,thenwenttositinthe

nursery’srockingchair]I’m sorry,shhhh!!!

Akiesnunuzana.

Mike:IWON’TTAKETHATFROM AKID

LIKEITUMELENG,SHEWILLSTAYINTHE

OPHANAGEUNTILSHELEARNSSOME

MANNERS,IFYOUSIGNHEROUT,MAKE

SUREYOUNEVERSTEPAFOOTINTOTHIS

HOUSE,DOYOUGETME!?

Me:[calm,Inoddedandlaidmykidsto

sleep,smiling]Ilongtosleepbesidemy

husbandinourkingsizedbed,areyou

deprivingmeofmyrightsStein?



Mike:[calmingdownasheseeshowcool

sheisaboutthiswholematter,heclimbsinto

bed]Am Imissingsomething?

Me:Yourmoodswingsareboringandifyou

goingtocallmeMissMokoenahavethe

decencytopronounceitright.Ididn’tlikethe

wayyoushoutedatmebeforethosepeople.

Mike:I’m sor…..

Me:don’tsorrymeanymore,asIsaidit’s

outdated.[Iwrappedfixedmypillowand

passedout,mikeisanadultnotachildthat

needsbaby-sitting.Iwokeupanhourlaterto

mychildrenscreaming,Igotoffbedand

pickedthem up]shhh..sorrybaby[mikeis

lyingbesidemewithbloodalloverhisbody,

asIshakehim,hedoesn’tmove]Nakedi



wakeup,ohGodNakediwhathappenedto

you!!![asI’m shakinghim,everyoneofmy

familymembercomesinandtheystart

blamingmeforhisdeath,Ijuststarted

shakinghim again]Nakedino!!!Ididn’tdo

this,wakeupandtellthem,Ididn’tdoit.

Mike:[shakingher]lovewakeup,you’re

havinganightmare.

Me:[Iopenedmyeyesandsawhim,I

searchedhisshirtforbloodbutnothing]it

feltsoreal.

Mike:Whathappened?

Me:Weneedtoincreasesecurity,Idreamt

someonehadstabbedyouonthisbed.



Mike:[wipinghertears]Okay,we’llincrease

security.

Me:[Ijustheldhim,confused]Idon’t

understandhowbutmywholefamilycame

toaccusemeofkillingyou.

Mike:that’sstrange,noonecangetinthis

room exceptyouandme.noteventhe

helpershavecomeintothisroom.plusyou’re

theonlywoman,who’severbeeninthis

room.

Me:Idon’tknowMike,justholdmeplease

[wehearaknock]whoisit?

HerStepmother:therearesomepeople



heretoseeyou.

Me:IhaveabadfeelingaboutthisMike,our

lifeisalwaysatsteak.

Mike:I’m sorrywecan’tseeanyoneatthe

moment,tellthesecurityguystoescort

them outoftheyard.

HerStepMother:Ohokay.

Mike:I’m sendingyouandthekidsoutof

thecountry,youmightbeindanger.

Me:Butinthedream theykilledyou.

Mike:Inmydream someonehadmurdered



youandmykids,soIthinktheyarelooking

foryou.

Me:Whycan’twejustbeatpeace?Just

thisonce.

Mike:Everybodyknowsthatyouwon’tgo

backtoprostitutionwhileI’m around,you

sleepingwithotherpeoplegivesthem money.

Me:Ithoughtthatwasjustanideologynot

realitybesidesyouknowIcan’tseparate

from you,Ineedyou,mybodyneedsyou.

Everytimethesecravingscome,Icanhardly

thinkstraight.

Mike:OkayI’lltakeyoutoasafehouse

whereI’llvisiteverymorning.



Me:Babyeverytimethisfeelingcomesto

me,Ijustwantaman.[tearsfalling]Idon’t

knowwhenthiswillend,I’m alwayshaving

thisfeelingeverynightandsometimesall

daylong[weeping]you’retheonlyperson

thatwhenyoumakelovetome,Idon’twant

anyoneelse,Idon’tevenneedpills.[holding

hisshirt]Ican’tbefarfrom you,itfrustrates

me.

Mike:Don’tworryI’llfiguresomethingout,

justforustostaytogether.

Me:IthinkIstillhaveademoninsideofme,

youknowsometimeswhenIprayIgeta

severeheadache.

Mike:Isthatwhyyoudon’tlikepraying?



Me:Yes,sometimesmylegswillgo

paralysedafterprayer.[crying]doesGodhear

myprayer?

Mike:Yes,Healwayslistenstousand

answers.Whydidn’tyoutellmethisearlier?

Me:I’m embarrassed,howcouldItellyou

thatI’m alwayshorny?

Mike:[smiling]areyouhavingthatfeeling

now?[shenods]I’m goingtoenjoybeing

homeforthenextcomingweeksmos.Heee

Babyyou’rethebestwomanintheworld.

Me:[Ididn’texpecthim toembracemy

situationbutheactuallylovesmelikethis,



hewasalreadytakinghisclothesoff,Inever

thoughtI’dbethishappywithanyone]we’re

havingabuffettoday.

Mike:[kisseshercheek]Ican’twait,I’llbe

workingfrom homeuntilfurthernotice,this

isgoingtobedelicious,morethangrilled

meatonagoodday.
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6hoursofmagicallove,hejustallowedme

todoanythingIwantedwithhisbody.itwas

fulfilling,goodthingthebabiesdidn’thear

anythingbecausewewereplayingsome

music.asfarastheyareconcernedtheywere

sleeping,thedoctorsaidit’snormalasthey

cameearlierthanmostchildren,their

sleepingisfordevelopment.Rightnowwe

arestilltryingtogathersomestrengthto

moveaninchbecausethistimeitwas



intense,mybodyismotionless.

Mike:[kissinghersweatyforehead]You’rethe

bestthingintheentireuniverse.

Me:Thankyoufornotcriticisingme.

Mike:Babyhowcani?thisfeelingofyours

willmakemeforgetallthegames,deadline

andgolfmatches.Ifeelthisisarepayment

forallthenightsIsleptaloneandsawyou

twiceaweek.[caressingherback]Youknow

themomentyougotengagedtoLwandleI

feltlikedying,Isawmychanceswithyou

vanishintosmoke,thewayyoulovedhim

scaredme.

Me:IfeellikeIneverknewloveuntilImet

you.



Mike:youknowthatdaymyfather

introducedus,thatdresstorturedeverygood

thinginsideofme,youlookedgorgeouson

anotherlevel.

Me:MyHandsomeonanotherlevel,you

knowthetimeIsawyouwithAnney.It’slike

somethinginmemoved.

Mike:[startsticklingher]nothingmoved,you

werejealous.

Me:[laughing]Iwasn’tjealous.

Mike:AhahahReneilwe,lyingshouldbea

crime.



Me:[laughingtotears]okay,okay,okay

wait….[laughinglouder]Nakedimaan.

Mike:[stopsticklingher]Iloveitwhenyou

laugh,IwishIcouldhearmoreofit.

Me:Weshouldgobathandopenthe

widows.

Mike:NothanksIlovethissmell,itreminds

meoffyourmoans,Mmmm Reeyouare

fryingmymind.

Me:[asIsteppedoffthebed,mypalacewas

onfireandswollen]Idon’tthinkI’llmakeit

tothebathroom.

Mike:[picksherupandtheygotakea



shower,thenheaddownstairs]who’scooking

meoryou?

Me:definitelyyou,I’m abitsleepy.

HerStepmother:AnneyandBradleyareon

thegate,shouldIletthem in?

Mike:Yes,pleasedoMa.

Me:[mikestartedcooking,itsmelledso

heavenlyashemarinatedthemeat]Icould

getusedtothistypeoftreatment.

Bradley:whyareyoucookingwhilesheis

sittingdown?



Mike:it’scalledlove,somethingI’m sureyou

don’tunderstand.

Anney:Wewouldliketoinviteyoutoour

wedding.

Mike:ohcongratulations,whenisit?

Bradley:thisweekend,Idon’twantmychild

bornoutofwedlock.

Me:[Ifeltabitofjealousycreepingin,I

stoodup]congratulations,speakingofkids.

letmegocheckonmine.

Anney:westillhavetovisitafewpeopleso

wearenotstaying,haveagoodnight.



Mike:Congratulationsagain.

Me:[Isetonthechairastheyleftmyhouse

andtookadeepbreathwithholdingthetears]

Mike:[brushingherarm]Yousaidweweren’t

readyformarriage,thereisnoneedtobe

jealousbecauseIhaveeveryintentionto

marryyoubutIcan’tforceit.

Me:Idon’tknowNakedi,Iwanttoget

marriedbutwhatifyouchangeonme?

Mike:besidesmymoodswingswhatelse

makesyoudoubtme?

Me:[Ithoughtlongandhardbuttrulythere

wasnothingelse,hisdonemoregoodthan



bad]whatifsomethinggoeswrong?Whatif

wehaveanunsolvableargument.

Mike:likeoldwomenalwayssay“we’llfixit

inthebedroom”otherwiseyoudrivemeso

crazyyoushouldturnyournameto

Nomalanga.

Me:[blushing]Theofferisverytemptingbut

Iwillthinkaboutit.

Mike:Comeonbabe,thereisnoneedfor

anyjealousbecauseourweddingwilltopall

theweddingsyou’veeverbeento.

Me:CanwehaveanotherBuffettonight?

Mike:[excited]Yourmakingmehappy,Buffet



itis.

Me:I’m gladyoudon’tfindanyofthisbad,

youjustembracingit.

Mike:LookDemonorNot,youaresexyas

hellandthisfeelingofyours[biteshislip]

Man,Ijustwanttohaveitnow.

HerStepMother:what’sfordinner?

Me:hubbyiswhippingussomethingmeaty.

HerStepMother:Ihaveadatetomorrow.

Us:[holdingalaugh]Date?withwho?



HerStepMother:Onehandsomegentlemen,

IthinkImightgetmarriedagain.

Me:[laughing]Mmedon’tjokelikethat

please.

HerStepMother:HleReneilweeveryone

needsMaleservices,yourevilfatherisdead

sowhynot?

Us:[laughing]WaytogoMme.

HerStepMother:Yes,Imightnotcome

backtomorrow.I’llleaveallthedetailsof

whereI’m going.[herphonerings,shesmiles

andanswersasshewalkstothelivingroom]

Ntatebae.



Us:[shocked]Adults!
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Noonesawthiscomingbutmymotheris

havingafullyblownaffair,overthepast

monthithasbeenrosesandchocolatesleft

rightandmiddlecentre.Todayhubbyis

takingmeouttobreakoutofbeing

groundedfor3weeks,Ihaven’tseenmy

periodsthismonth.IhopeI’m notpregnant

again,it’stoosoon.Outofallplacestotake

mehetookmetoanartgallery,aiIalmost

forgotthathiswhite.whileIwasboredand

sleepyplusveryhungry.Wewerealltakento

adarkroom.

Mike:WhenIthinkofyouthisiswhatIhave

inmind.



Me:interesting,darknessmakesmesleepy

lov…[thelightswentonandwewere

surroundedbypicturesofmeandmike.

Basicallyourjourneyfrom thebeginning.AsI

turnedtomyright,therewasahuge“Will

youmarrymesign”Icouldn’thelpmyselfI

justsetdownandcriedforreasonsIdon’t

know]

Mike:[ononekneebesideher]isthatayes?

Me:it’sanoNakedi[helookeddisappointed

andattemptedtostand]Iloveyousomuch,

whattookyousolongdamnit?

Mike:[confused]it’sayesright?

Me:heavensyeah,I’vewaitedallmylifefor

thismoment.



Mike:[slipstheringinandkissesherfinger]

Iloveyoutoo.

Me:youbettergivemeaproperkisssir[the

crowdlaughs]

Mike:[leansinandgentlyliftsherupthey

shareakiss]youdrivemewithoutastop

signorrobotRee.

Me:[thestoneisdarkredwithblackatthe

centreofthediamond.Everythingelsejust

jumpedoutthewindow,it’sjustmeandmy

stone,thiswasjustworththewait]

Mike:[shakeshergently]surelyI’m more

valuablethanthatring.



Me:ifI’m dreaming.Pleasedon’tletthis

dream endGod.

Mike:[kisseshercheek]babystopcrying

please.

Me:I’m hungry,Iwanthotwingswitha

largecokeandchipsplusaburger.

Mike:[hegoesandthankseveryonefor

hostinghim,commandsthatnoneofthe

paintingsoftheirjourneybesoldtoanyone.

Afterwardshescoopsherupandtheyhead

tothecar,holdingherstomach]I’m sorryfor

starvingyou.

Me:[tearswerejustfallingwithoutmy



allowanceandIfeltabitweak]Ijustfeela

bitdizzy,letmetakeanap.

Mike:[looksawayindisappointment]alright.

Me:[Isettledinmyseat,thensleptwitha

blanket]

Mike:[anhourlater,hewakesherup]I’m

sorry.

Me:[Iopenedthedoorandranouttovomit,

suddenlyIwasonmykneestooweakto

stand]

Mike:[worried,scoopsherupandputsher

backinthecar]what’swrong?Your

temperatureishighandyoureyesdon’tlook



brighteither.

Me:I’m fine[Ijustatethefoodandrested

onmyseat]don’tworryaboutme.

Mike:[turnsonthecarlightandexamines

hereyes,chuckles]wearepregnant.

Me:okay[Iswitchedoffthelightand

passedout.Iwokeuponmybed,withhis

armstightlyaroundme]thisisnice.

Mike:lyingnexttoyoualwaysgivesmea

greatfeeling.

Me:thankyouforbeingyouallthetime,I

loveitwhenwearejusttogetherlikethis.



Mike:Iloveyoumyice-cream cake,nothing

beatsbeingwithyou.

Me:wherearethekids?

Mike:InthenurseryandMmeisn’thome

yet.

Me:mustbenice,I’vebeenhavingstrange

dreamsofmeprayingforpeopleIdon’t

know.

Mike:[kissinghercheek]that’slovely,canwe

haveabuffetnow?

Me:Iseeyou’vebeeneagerlywaitingf…

[thetwinsstartcrying]theregoesour

moment.[wegotoffthebedandwenttothe



nurserytofeedthekids,theyhavegrownso

muchthattheyknowwhentheirparentsare

home]

Mike:Ireallyappreciateeverymomentyou

spendwithme,thefruitsofourlabourDineo

andNeo.

Me:theyaregrowingreallyfast,oneof

thesedaysthey’llbecrawlingandbreaking

things.

Mike:Maybeweneedtobabyproofthe

entirehouse.

Me:Don’tspoilmykidsplease,theyneedto

benaughtyandcryabittogrowup.



Mike:Idon’twantmykidstoeverbeborn

outofwedlockagain,wereallyneedto

speeduptheweddingplans.

Me:Theweddingisyourbaby,justthinkout

oftheboxandsurpriseme.Ihavetofocus

onthispregnancy,nostressingorstrains.

Mike:Ilovehowyouthinkbuttrulyspeaking,

what’sonyourwishlist?

Me:Goodfoodandcakewithco…[the

doorbellgoesoff]whocouldthatbe?

Mike:Mmehasherownkeyssolet’sgo

check[theyallwalktothedoorandopen,

twopoliceofficerscomeinwithItumeleng]

whatdoweowetheseunpleasantvisit?



Policeman:Wefoundthegirlonthegate,we

areheretoquestionyouaboutthedeathof

MnqobiandCindyMolo.

Me:[shocked]Death?Whathappenedto

them?

Policeman2:theircarfellofabridgeand

burnttheirbodies,wefoundthatthebrakes

werecut.

Mike:Weknownothingabouttheirdeath,

wewerecelebratingourengagementall

morning,Icansendyouthefootages.

Policeman:Thereisnoneed,we’lldoourjob

andfindtheculprit.[theytaketheirstaffand



leave]

Itumeleng:Pleasetakemeback,theythrew

outoftheorphanage.Ipromisetoneverbe

apestagain,please.

Me:[Ilookedatherandtookmychildren]

Babethisisyourdepartment,[wesharea

kiss]I’m offtobed.

Mike:AllIwantisforyoutorespectmy

wifeandeveryadultinthishouse,thenext

timeyourbadbehaviourrepeatsitself,you’ll

beforcedtogobacktothestreets.Dowe

understandeachother?

Itumeleng:Yes,perfectly.
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SeeingItumelengagaindidn’tgivemea

goodfeeling,Ican’tbelieveMikeallowedher

livehereinmycondition.Anywaywehada

peacefulnightapartfrom havingmultiple

dreamsandtheBuffet,everythingwasjust

perfect.ThenextmorningIwokeuptoa

note“lovebloomsevenwhenweareapart,

can’twaittocomebackhometoyou.don’t

missmetoomuchIloveyou.”Ifound

breakfastwithahottea,Iateandbathed.

Thenwenttothenurseryandbathedmykids,

thenwentdownstairs.

Helper:MorningMadam.

Me:youknowIloveitwhenyoucallme

Reneilwe.



Helper2:[staringatherhand]Finallywe’ve

beenwaitingforthistohappenforawhile

nowyoh.

Me:[Iplacethekidsontheirchairs]Ithought

Iwasaloneinthat.

Helper:Seriouslywewereprayingforthisto

happen,MissAnneytreateduslikeslaves

butyourverydifferentandkind.

Me:Mymotherusedtobeahelpertoo,soI

knowthedealings.

Helper2:Wellbesidesthatthankyoufor

sayingyes,ourfamiliesaredependingon

oursalaries.



Me:Youwantmetoaskmyhusbandto

renewyourcontract?

Helper:yesplease.

Me:Hewillrenewthem don’tworry,Igot

yourback.

Itumeleng:Goodmorning,Mam

Me:Pleasetellthechieftopreparethekids

foodandI’llbeupstairs.

Itumeleng:Youdon’thavetobe

uncomfortablebecauseofme,Ijustcame

togetsomethingtoeatandgoback

upstairs.



HerStepMother:[smiling]Hellobabies

[staresatherfingerandkisseshercheek]

Ohmybaby,whendidithappen?

Me:[smiling]Lastnight,it’sbeenalongwait.

HerStepMother:Wowthesementhinkalike

hey[showingherfinger]I’m finallygoingto

wearawhitedress.

Me:[holdingalaugh]Theydoindeed,it’sso

beautiful.

Itumeleng:[teary]Congratulations[goestothe

kitchen,takesherfoodandgoesbacktoher

room]

Mike:[opensthedoorandcomesinwith



flowerspluschocolates]everyoneisinthe

kitchenisee,missingdaddyalready?

Me:CelebratingMme’sengagementbut

otherwiseyebomissingyoutoo.

Mike:[giveshiswifetheflowersand

itumelengchocolates]I’m abittired,I’llbe

upstairs.

Itumeleng:thankyou.

Mike:It’smypleasurenana,youshouldwrite

allyouneedforschoolandI’lltakeitwhen

Icomedownforlunch.

Me:[Itookthefoodfrom thechiefandfed

mybabies,thenwalkedoutwiththem onmy



shoulder,I’mnotangryatItumeleng,Ihave

forgivenallbutthingscan’tjustsitbackto

theirpositionsasyet,Itookawalkwithmy

kidsaroundthehouse,wesetonthechair.]

Itumeleng:[takesasitbesideher,teary]I’m

reallysorryaboutmybehaviour,Iknowthat

youwentthroughsomestufftoputfood

andclothesonmyback.Ishouldn’thave

saidortreatedyouthatway,I’m reallysorry.

Hopefullywecanbefriendsagain.

Me:Youaremymother’sdaughter,Iwill

alwaysloveyouandforgiveyoubutright

nowIneedmyspace.

Itumeleng:[standsupandleaves]

Mike:[comesfrom thehouse,upset]why



didy…..

Me:Don’tbeapest,stayoutofthingsthat

don’tconcernyou,nx.

Mike:[shockedbyherreaction]alrightit

doesn’tconcernme.

Me:I’m yourwifenotyourchild,youdon’t

fathermesomindyourwordsbeforerunning

yourmouth.[Ileftirritated,Itookmykids

andattemptedtoleave,heheldmywaist]

Letgo.

Mike:[kisseshercheek]I’m sorrymy

diamondplatinum,itwasn’tmyintentionto

irritateyou.



Me:[tearsfalling]takeiteasywithme,my

hormoneshavestartedjumpingsojust

watchyourself.

Mike:Howmanymonthsarewetakinghere?

Me:Itookapregnancytest,itsaystwo

monthsandaweek.

Mike:[smiles]yourbreastsaregoingto

becamejuiceandhotagain.Iloveyouso

much.

Me:TellthedoctorI’m comingforthescan.

Mike:Doctorhusbandisatyourservice,I

havetheequipmentinmyprivateroom.



Me:Interesting[wewalkedtoohissocalled

privateroom whichlookedlikeatheatreor

labourward.Hetookthekidsandilaidon

thestretcher,laughing]Mikeareyousure

yourokayupstairs?

Mike:Idon’twantanyoneelsetoseemy

place[herubsthegelonher]inthishouse,

wehaveall.

Me:[laughing]thenextthingyou’llbetelling

methatthere’sasafehouse.

Mike:[seriousface]whosaystheisn’t?Look

atthescreenbaby.

Me:[myheartalmoststoppedwhenIheart

multipleheartbeatsandcouldseetiny

peopleonthescreen]what’shappening?



Mike:[startslaughingasheremovesthegel

andprintsapicture,staresatthepicture]

Me:[Icouldswearthathislosthismind,he

laughedandclappedhands.Ifixedmyselfand

tookmybabies,thenopenedthedoor]

Mike:[laughingoutofcontrol]weare

having8babies.

Me:[irritated]Nakedistoplaughingyour

nauseatingme!

Mike:[stopslaughingwithtearsfalling]We

arehaving8babies,eightbabieslove.

Me:[Ifeltabitscared]whatam Igoingto



dowith10children,Stein?

Mike:Wearegoingtolovethem all.
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Thisisgoingtoaffectmyhealthandgoing

toeatlikeacow,I’m probablygoingto

forgetmorethings.Hewastryingto

convincemebutdeepinmyheartIjust

hoppedandprayedthatthiscouldbeabad

dreamthatIreallyneedtowakeupfrom.I

tookmykidsandwenttomyroom,Ijust

criedbecauseIfeellikethisisjustacurse

insteadofablessing.

Mike:Babydon’tt….

Me:Youhavemademeababymachine,



howam Igoingtofulfilmydreamswith10

kids,youareselfish.Ihateyou,I’m having

morechildrenoutofmarriageandworst

partmyringwon’tevenfitinthenextfew

months.IhateyouMike,GETOUTOFMY

SITE!

Mike:[heartbroken]I’m sorryf….

Me:[Itookmyphoneandthrewitathim,I

feltsomuchanger]GETOUT!!!

Mike:[getscloserandshethrowsaglassat

him,itbreaksonhishead]Babycalm down.

Me:[Ijustpushedhim awayfrom my

childrenandme,hefelltothefloor]Ihate

you.



Mike:[tearsfalling,getsupandhugsher

from behind]hatemeallyouwant,but

pleasedon’tharm ourbabies,theyare

innocent.Yournotaloneinthis,Iwillhold

yourhandeverystepoftheway.

Me:Leavemealone,don’ttouchme.How

am Igoingtowearthedressofmydreams

withababybump?

Mike:Ihidthetwinsfor5monthsinsideyou,

surelyIcanhidthislittleonestoo.

Me:Idon’twanttobeanelephantonmy

weddingday,Nakedi.

Mike:trustme,whenyougetmarriedno



babybumpwillappear.Pleasedon’tharm

mybabies.

Me:isthatapromise?

Mike:Ipromiseyoumywife,youknowI

keepmypromises.

Me:Iwanttosleepnowgoodnight,[Iwent

tothemainbedroom,Iprayedandslept,

hopingforabetterday.suddenlyIwasina

churchandamanofGodwasprayingfor

me,thenwesetdownandhestarted

teachingmeaboutpurity,hetoldmehow

mylifeisgoingtochangeandwhatI’m

supposedtobeinthekingdom ofGod.He

alsotoldmethathisbeenwaitingforme

andwelcomedmehome.InmyentirelifeI’ve

neverfeltsuchpeace,thenhewaswalking



mehome]

Mike:[shakingher]Babywakeup,whoare

youtalkingto?

Me:[smiling,rubbingmyeyes]Myfather.

Mike:Yourfatherandyoursmilinglikethat?

Me:[Igotupandwenttotakeashower,

thengotdressed]I’m goingtochurch.

Mike:[confused]what?It’s5am inthe

morningReneilwe.

Me:I’m goingtoseemyfatherMike,[I

woremyshoesandtookmycarkeys]I



havetogoandseehim.

Mike:Howareyougoingto….what?areyou

possessedReneilwe?

Me:[Ikissedhischeek]Hetoldmethatyou

won’tunderstandbutpleaseunderstand

please.[Ididn’twaittohearanythingelse,I

drovesearchedforthechurchinthedream

onmynavigator,gotlostandfoundthe

placeafterhoursofseeking.Idroveintoa

farm andtherewasabuildingjustlikein

mydream,Iparkedmycarandfollowedthe

peopleinside,thepeopleImettherewere

smiling.TheworshipperssangandIfound

myselfdancing.ThenIcamefacewiththe

Maninmydream,I’veneverseensuch

purityinmyentirelife,wesetdownandhe

startedministering]



ManofGod:Jesuscameforthedirty,he

cameforthoseyouareconsideredtobe

theleastinthekingdom.Thebiblesays

thereisnocondemnationforthosewhoare

inChrist,meaningthosewhohavea

relationshipwithChrist.Youcannothavea

relationshipwithsomeonewhoyoudon’t

love,hesaysifyoulovemeyouobeymy

commands.Corinthians13speaksoflove,

lovedoesn’tpuffup.thereforeIloveyou,I

willtakecareofyou.Iwillrebukeyouand

teachyoutobelikeme.Youarethetemple

ofChrist,meaningwhenthewordsaysheis

lookingforachurchwithoutblemish,he

wantsyoutobelikehim.

Me:[hiswordstouchedmyheartandthe

entiremessagejustchangedmyperception

oftheWordofGod.Aftertheservicehe

prayedforus,forfreeandthatjustshocked

meevenmore.Thechurchevenofferedus



foodaftertheserviceforfree.Iateand

wenthomewithsomuchpeace.The

momentIarrivedIfoundMikeangryasever]

Mike:Howdoyouleaveyourphone?We

wereworriedsick,wheredidyougo?

Me:Iwenttoseemyfather,youknowIfeel

likeanewperson.

Mike:[confused]huh?

HerStepMother:whoisyourfather?

Me:Christ,thebiblesaysGodhasgivenus

Spiritualshepherdsafterhisownheart.[I

kissedmybabiesandpickedthem up]Ijust

wanttoreadtheholybookandsleep.



Mike:Areyouokaybaby?

Me:I’m fabulous,myfatherneedstobless

ourmarriagebeforethewedding.

Mike:Youareactingstrange.

Me:HowdoesapersonreceiveChristand

remainthesame?Ididn’tunderstandhow

peoplecouldstayhappybutknowIseethat

Godisformeandnothingcanstand

againstme.

HerStepMother:Ireallyneedtomeetthis

ManofGod.

Itumeleng:thefoodisready,I’m donewith



myhomework.

Me:Enjoythefood,havemykidseaten?

Mike:[chuckles]IftheWordcanmakeyou

thisexcited,mylifeisabouttogetvery

joyous.

Itumeleng:Tomorrowtheteachersareasking

toseemyparents.

Me:Theysentmeanemail,I’llbethere,I

hopeyou’renotinanytrouble.

HerStepMother:sowhenisthenext

service?



Me:thiscomingFridayandSunday.Mike:I

havecooked,yourdinnerandlunchisinthe

oven.
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Thenextfewdayswerealotlighter,Iread

aboutcarryingmorethentwobabiesand

startedgoingtotreatment.Ispentequaltime

withfamilyplusIhavealsointroducedmore

business.iwenttochurchlastSundayandI

learnmoreaboutmyselfwhichhasbrought

morepeacetomyrelationships.Itumeleng’s

teacherssaidshe’sdoingmuchbetterand

mightactuallypassthisyear.Becausemy

husbandisbeingasweetheart,hispicking

meupfrom worktoday.

Nandi:Youspendsomuchtimeherethese

days,itmakesourjobsaloteasier.



Me:Youronlycomplainingofmyattendance

becauseyouwon’tbereceivingdoubleyour

normalsalary.

Ntombi:Don’tgetuswrongwelovehaving

extracash.

Me:Interesting,butdon’tworryallwillbe

well.

Mike:[enterswithabunchofrosesand

reneilweholdshernose]Ntombipleaseput

theseinavas.

Ntombi:[takestherosesandgoesoutof

heroffice]



Me:theirbeautifulbuttheysmelllike

somethingIdon’tunderstand.howareyou

sweet?

Mike:[theyshareakiss]I’m worriedthatmy

wifeisworrywaytoohard.

Me:Wearenotworkingtoohard,weneed

toexercise,doctor’sorders.

Mike:IthinkIneedtofireher,Ican’thave

youworkingthishard.

Nandi:Youtwoshouldprobablyheadhome.

Me:LetmefinishuphereandI’llbeoutof

yourspace.[Iclosedupsomedealswhile

Nakediwasimpatientlywaiting,truthisthe



injectionsthathegivesmearesopainfuland

IknowIhavetotakeonetoday]Ijustwant

togetmarriedandhaveahappypregnancy.

Mike:youwill,that’swhywehavetorush

home.

Me:Icoulddowiththosechocolatesyou

boughtmelastnight.

Mike:Nomorecocosforyou,theymight

justmakesickandIcan’triskthat

happening.

Me:Alright,grabmybagandlet’sgo.[we

tookmystaffandleft,asweweredriving,

wepassedthehouse]wherearewegoing?

I’m tiredandIneedashower.



Mike:Ijustneedtocheckoutafewthings,

I’m sorry.

Me:[wedroveforagood2hours,I

adjustedmyseatandslept.wearrivedat

thisbeautifulvenue]BabyIneedtogotothe

bathroom.

Mike:[looksather,kisseshercheek]Ilove

yousomuch.

Me:YeahIloveyoutoo,getIgotothe

bathroom now?

Mike:[opensthecardoorsandgoesout,

showsherthetoilet]afteryourdonecome

tothehall.



Me:Alright[hewasactingweird,Iwentto

theroom heshowedme.straighttothe

toiletandasIwaspeeingthelightswent

off,thenIheardvoices.Iquicklyfinished

andwashedmyhands,Ipressedmyphone

tocallMike]Hello,who’sthere?

Herfamilyandemployees:Surprise!!!

Me:[themomentthelightswentonandthey

saidsurprise,GodIwassoscaredIcried]

Whocouldyouguysdothistome?what’s

goingonhere?

HerStepmother:You’regettingmarried,love

tonightyou’lllegallybeMrsStein.



Me:Sh*t!areyouforreal?Whereismy

dress?

Ratong:[showsherthedress]Hereisit.

Me:OhmyGod,itlooksbeautiful.doIeven

fitinthere?[wellItookahotshowerand

wepreparedformywedding.Ijuststaredat

myselfinthemirror,indisbelievethatI

madeit.finallyI’m here,tearsthreatenedmy

eyes]

HerStepMother:Savethetearsforwhen

yousay“Ido”.let’sgoeveryoneiswaiting.

Me:Ican’tbelieveIreallydidnothingfor

myownwedding.



HerStepMother:Areyouready?

Me:AsI’lleverbe[thedoorsopenedand

therewasawhitecarpetonthefloor,Mike

lookedsogorgeousinhiswhiteandgoldsuit.

Icouldn’tbelievethisishappeningtome,I

hadaveilcoveringmyfacebecauseMikeis

myfirsteverythingyouknow.Everyone

stoodupandIsawafewpeoplefrom

church.Thiswasmyday,Ithoughtthis

wouldnevercome,mymothergavemeto

Nakedi]

Pastor:Dearlybelovedwearegatheredhere

towitnessthejoiningofMikeandReneilwe.

Weknowtheyhaveseensomuchtogether

andnowtheyareherebeforeallofusto

declaretheirlovetoeachother.Wemayall

sitdown[hepraysforthem]youmaynow

exchangevows.



Mike:Ihavelovedyouallmylife,Inmy

eyesyourstillthe12yearoldgirlwho

rockedmyworldat14.Eveninmynextlife

Iwouldlovetohaveyouasmywife,Ilove

youwithallofyourimperfections.Therefore

withthisring,Iwouldlovetobeyour

lawfullyweddedhusband.Oneyouwillhonor

andbuildanempirewith.Ipromisetolove,

respectandneverleaveyoursideallthe

daysofmylife.

Pastor:YoumayproceedReneilwe.

Me:[Ijuststaredathim andtearsjust

explainedsomuchofmetohim,heheldmy

handandwipedmytears,ijustcouldn’t

stopcrying]



Mike:Pleasebringherwater,[hugsheras

shecriesforagoodtenminutes,wipesher

tearsagain]Iloveyou.

Pastor:AreyouOkay?Canweproceed?

Me:[Ijustnoddedasmoretearscame

rushingdown]IReneilwetakeyoumy

husband,tolove,toholdandkeep.Thank

youforseeingmeworthyofbeingyourwife,

Ipromisetosupportyouandbareyoumore

children,fightforyouandprayforyouallthe

daysofmylife.thereforeIgiveyouthisring,

asasymbolofmyloveandtodeclareto

theworldthatyourmineandminealone,I

loveyousomuch.

Pastor:Bythepowervestedinme,Inow

pronounceyouhusbandandwife,youmay



k…..

Lwandle:[enterswithapieceofpaperinhis

hand]No,stop!

Mike:[startkissinghisbride,whilethe

guardsholdLwandleincheck]Iloveyoumy

wife.

Me:[Icouldn’tspeak,Ijustnoddedwith

tearsblockingmyspeech,nothingelseinthe

worldmatteredatthatmoment,thisismy

day.Ihavejustearnedtherighttosay

withoutfearthatNakediismine.]

Pastor:IgivetoyouMrandMrsMary

ReneilweStein.



Mike:HelloMrsMaryStein,mywife.
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Wewenttoourcandlelitreception,itwas

justsobeautiful,ourfirstdanceontopof

theswimmingpool.Icapturedthismoment,

itwasworththewait.Everyoneateandyes

wechangedintooursecondoutfits.The

wholenightwasjustspectacular,wegave

ourguestthankyougifts.Thankedthem for

sharingthisdaywithus,myhusbandandI

disappearedtoourchambers.Iwassotired,

Ijustpassedoutthemomentilaidmyhead

onthatpillow.Thenextday,Iwokeupnext

toafullblownbuffet.Icouldn’tbelievethatI

gotmarriedjustyesterday,Itookoffthe

righttocheckthewordswrittenonit

“YoursTrulyandForeverStein”.

Mike:IhopethatSmilemeansyou’rehappy



tobemarriedtome.

Me:ThisMaryisveryhappyMrStein.

Mike:Ourcubsareawakeandnaughty,just

lookatthem.

Me:Speakingofourcubs,I’m sorryIpassed

outlastnight.

Mike:[kissesherleftthenrightcheek]

Everydaywithyoufeelslikeahoneymoon.

Me:[Ijustgiggled]Hopefullythingswillslow

downfrom hereonwards.

Mike:Yeah,weneedtoprepareforour



comingcubs.

Me:[wesharedapassionatekiss,which

wasinterruptedbythetwinsclappingtheir

hands.Giggles]Yourtimewillcome.

Mike:[chuckles]Ican’twaitforthem tobe

onealready.

Me:Iseveryonegone?

Mike:Yeahapartfrom Lwandleandthe

guards.

Me:[Igotoffbedandworemygown]Give

methekeys,Iwanttopayhim avisit.



Mike:Withmywifethereisneveradull

moment[givesherthekeys]takeiteasyon

him please.

Me:That’snothowmyLionbehaves.[I

wenttotheroom andfoundhim chainedto

thebed,Ijuststaredathim untilhewokeup

frightened]what’swrong?

Lwandle:[smiles]Iwouldn’tbeproudto

wearthatringifIwereyou.Yoursocalled

belovedhusbandisgoingtoprisonforareal

longtime.Ihavealreadyinformedthepolice

andgiventheevidencethathekilledmy

cousin.

Me:Ohyourcousinwhoorderedmetobe

rapedright?[helookedsurprised]it’sfine

Lwandle,goaheadanddowhateveryou



want.IforgiveyousothatGodcandeal

withyou.

Lwandle:[frightened]hisgoingtobein

prisonforareallylongtime.

Me:Ilovehim,distanceandtimeisn’ta

burrier.Letmegobegforyoutoberealised.

Lwandle:[shockedbyherresponse]what?

Yournotevenangryatme?whoareyou?

Me:Apartofmewantstobeangryatyou

buttheunconditionalloveofGod,ismerciful

andkind.Forgiveusforchainingyoutothis

bed.[Iwalkedoutandwenttoourroom,

mikewaswhistlingintheshower,Ijoined

him inthere]Am Istillloved?



Mike:[turnsandkissesherforehead]like

neverbefore,Iloveyoumymoon.

Me:PleasegivetheorderthatLwandlebe

realised.

Mike:Thatcouldberiskybabe,wedon’t

kn….

Me:Godhasneverfailedus,noweapon

formedagainstusshallprosper.

Mike:[closesthetaps,kissesherforehead,

Impressed]Alright,it’sgranted.

Me:Thankyoulove[wetookashowerand

gotdressedthenwenttorealiseLwandle



whileIplayedwiththetwins]youtwoneed

togrowupfastbecauseyourgoingtobea

sisterandbrothersoon.

Mike:[entersshockedandconfused]What

didyousaytohim Mary?

Me:whatdidIsaytowho?Youlook

confusedwhat’sgoingon?

Mike:WeirdlythemomentLwandlesawme,

hejuststartedapologizingandtheguyssaid

hestartedactingstrangeafteryouvisited

him.

Me:IcarrytheimageofmyLion,Ididn’t

threatenhim.



Mike:[surprised]Thecarispacked,weneed

toheadhome.

Me:AlrightbutIthoughtweweregoingto

stayherefortherestoftheweek.

Mike:[takesthetwinsandtheyleavethe

room,gointothecar]Iloveyoumywife.

Me:[wedrovehome,thetwinsweresleeping

asIwasreadingtheholybookoutloud.

Theridehomewastooshort,whenwe

arrivedthewerehugetrucks]What’sgoing

on?

Mike:nothing,justrenovationsformy

family’scomfort.[parksoutsidethegate]they

shouldbedonebynow.



Me:[hewentoutandcametoopenthe

doorforme,thenhelpedmeoutwhichisa

gestureIalwaysenjoy]Icouldlivelikethis

[wewalkedintotheyardandmyhouse

lookedbrandnew.Mychefkitchenwasjust

amazingbutmyfavouritepartwasthe

nurseryandourbedroom Jacuzzi.]Thank

youbabe.

Mike:Butyouhaven’tseenthewholehouse,

yet.

Me:Itrustthatmykingmadethewhole

palacebeautiful[Iclimbedonthebed]I’m

tiredbabe.

Mike:[scoopsherupandtheygointothe

liftdownstairs]thisismyweddinggiftto



you.

Me:[hehadboughtmeaBugattiChevrolet,

Ijustfoundmyselfintears]Marabae.

Mike:Mywifeistheonlywomanwhoowns

thiscarintheentireSouthAfrica,Igota

specialpermitforitsobekindtoit.

Me:Iloveit,thankyousomuch[crying]I

can’tevengiveyouanythingback.

Mike:Yourabouttogiveme8more

children,yourriskingyourhealthandbody

shapeforme.Thisisnothingcomparedto

whatyourabouttogiveme.[wipinghertears]

Iloveyou,I’dgiveyoutheworldatyour

request.



Me:IthankGodforagiftlikeyouinmylife,

thankyousomuch.

Mike:Youdeservemorethanthiscar.

Me:Babecanwepleasekeepthispregnancy

asecretuntilIstartshowing.

Mike:theycan’tharm thisone,yournota

Mokoena,youareMrsStein.Thispregnancy

hastobecelebratedbecauseourfirstwasn’t.

don’tdenymeofthispleasureplease.

Me:Alright,wewillcelebratehaving10

children.

Mike:I’m thefirstinmyentireclantohave



morethantwokids,itcomeswithstatus

youknow?
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TrustmewhenIsaymarriageisit’sown

separateentity.Itdoesn’tdependonhow

manychildrenyouhaveorintimacy,it’sall

aboutlovethatholdseverythingtogether.My

carisverybeautifulbutIfeellikeit’sthevery

reasonmyhusbandisworking16hoursa

dayandhardlyhastimeformeorhiskids.

AsIwaswatchingTvwithmybabies,my

mothercamewithanoldmanandtwomen

thatwerestaringatmelikeI’m eatable.

HerStepMother:Hellobaby,thisismylover

SebastianandhistwosonsBrandonand



Nicolas.

Brandon:[staringatherbreasts,clearly

lustingoverher]Nicetomeetyoulovely

person.

Me:[Iwasjustsouncomfortable,theNicolas

kissedmyhandbyforce]It’snicetomeet

youboth,areyousayingfordinner?

Nicolas:Breakfast,lunchanddinnersweet

thing.

Me:[atthismoment,IwishMikewashome

becauseIwouldhavesomesortofdefence]

Ohweshouldalertthechief.

Sebastian:[staringatReneilwe’sexposed



thighs,lickshislowerlip]Reallynicetomeet

youdaughter.

Me:Alright,thankyou[Istoodupwithmy

kidsandwentupstairs,IcalledMike]Baby

pleasecomehometonight,Ican’t….

Mike:Babewespokeaboutthis,Ihaveto

workforus,Reneilwe.

Me:GoodtoknowI’m notconsidered

anymore.MikeIcan’tstomachthetheeman

inmyhouseatthemoment.

Mike:Sebastianandhissons,don’tbitebabe.

Me:Pleasecomehometomeandyour

children.



Mike:I’m outofthecountry,I’m twoplans

awayfrom SouthAfricababepleasejustbe

understanding,stopallthisblackmail.

Me:SoI’m blackmailingyouhuh?Wow,

GoodbyeMikeIhomeyourbankaccount

willhugyouatnight.

Mike:Reneilwebehaveasaw….[shehangs

up]

Me:SothisMandoesashepleases,leaves

townwhenitsuitshim,WowMike.

Brandon:[chuckles]Iseeyourchildrenare

opentoastep-father.



Me:I’m pregnantwith8morechildrenfor

myhubbysothereisnoplaceforanother

man.

Nicolas:Notevenatoyontheside,I’m sure

hisoutthereplayingwithhistoyswhile

storingyouhere.

Me:whendidyougetintothisnursery?

Brandon:YourMothersentuslookingfor

youbecauseofthecheif.

Me:Great,nowthatyoubothfoundmecan

wepleasegodownstairs.

DineoandNeo:[startcryingandshepicks

them]



ThewaytheystaredatmeasIwalked

downstairs,Ifeltsonakedandtheirfather

tookthecakewithhisuglyeyesrunningall

overmybody.thereisnowayI’m spending

thenightalone,Idon’tfeelsafe.Ihadno

choice,theysentthewholedaytryingto

knowme,mymotherwassofooled.She

justgiggled“we’regoingtobeagreat

family”whileIfoughthisson’sfeetunder

thetable.Mikehasthrownmetothe

vultures,hetriedcallingbutIblockedhis

numbertovoicemail.it’sgoingtobealong

weekend,I’mtellingyou.

Me:Pleasefeelathome,meandmykids

areofftobed.

HerStepMother:What’swrongwithyour

phone?Mysonistryingtocallyou.



Me:I’llskypehim,myphoneisokay.

Goodnight[Itookmychildrenandwentto

lockmyselfinmybedroom withmychildren,

thenightwasrestlessasIkeptfearingthat

someonewasgoingtocomeinandhurtme,

around1am inthemorning,Mikecalled]

Whatisit?whatdoyouwant?

Mike:What’sgoingonthere,thesecurityof

thehousehasbeenbreached.

Me:That’syourgreatwork,behappy.

Mike:Thisisnotimetojoke,youmightbe

ingravedanger.

Me:Itoldyouthattherewerethreemanin



ourhomethatwereundressingmewith

theireyesandyoudidnothing,whatdidyou

expect?LookIneedmybeautysle….[I

heardfootshepsinsidetheroom]Who’sthat?

Pleasedon’thurtmeandmychildren[two

mencametomybedandwithaMasked

face]Takewhateveryouwantbutplease

don’thurtus.

FirstMan:Whatwewantisbetweenyour

legsunfortunately,spreadthem.

Me:Nicolas,Brandpleasedon’tdothisto

menotonmyMatrimonialbed.

SecondMan:[startslaughing]Yourhusband

doesn’tgiveashitaboutyou.

Me:[IsearchedthefloorandfindMike’s



Golf’sstickunderthebed. Iwhippedthem

andtookmykids,thengotintothelift,then

stoppedit,IpressedNeo’sbracelettoalert

securitythatwehavebeeninvaded.The

twinswerescreamingandIwasjust

shiveringoutofmindwithpanic.SuddenlyI

heardgunshotsgoingoff,Iprayedforour

safety.Afterabouttwohours,thegate

securitycalledmynameloudlythendisabled

thelifttocomedownstairsandasitopened

therewasbloodeverywhere.Thispeople

clearlycameingroups,theSecurityMan

escortedme,thekidsandmymotheroutof

thehouse.]HeadofSecurity:We’retaking

youtothesafehouseuntilthebosslands.

Me:Idon’twanttogotothesafehouse,I

wanttogotomyfather’shouse.[Isnatched

thekeysoutofhishandandgotinsidethe

carwithmychildren,suddenlyhepulledout

awireandmycarcouldn’tstart]



HeadOfSecurity:Youaregoingtothesafe

house,it’snotaquestion.

Me:[bored]It’sacommand.

HerstepMother:[lookingattheblood

runningdownherlegs]Yourbleeding,We

needtogetyoutoahospital.

Me:[Ilookeddownandsawtheblood,I

touchedmystomachandcriedasthisisa

signofmiscarriage]

HeadofSecurity:[callstheguysandthey

placeherintoacaranddriveoff]

Me:[Imusthavefallenasleepinthecar



becauseIwokeupwiththesuninmyface

andMikeholdingmyhand]whyareyouhere?

Mike:[withhiswholefaceredwithhisveins

poppedout]Idon’twanttofightrightnow.

Me:Youdidthistous,Ibeggedyouto

comehomebutyouhadmoreimportant

thingstodo,IthoughtyouvaluedusbutI

waswrong.IforgiveyousothatGodwill

sortyououtforme[Isnatchedoutmy

handfrom hisandlookedoutand went

backtosleep]
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#######Mike’sP.O.V##########

TherestisouttherebecauseIknowthatI



lovemywifetodeath.Idon’tnormallytell

herwhenIgooutofthecountrybecauseI

haveenemieseverywhere.MytriptoChina

wasn’tasuccessbecausethemomenti

foundoutthatsecurityhasbeenbreached;I

gotonthefirstjethome.Ilovemywife

andfamilytodeath,sheismywholeworld.

ThemomentIlandedandIwasinformed

shealmosthadamiscarriage,myheartjust

broke.Iwenttoseeherandshepinnedthis

wholethingonmeconfirmingtheguiltI

alreadyhavefornotcomingbackwhenshe

asked.IfellasleepbesidemeandIknew

thathersnatchingherhandmeantalot

aboutmymarriagestatus.

HerstepMother:Whathappened?

Me:Imessedupbigtime,someonebroke

intothehouseandtheyhurtmywife.



HerStepMother:Alliswellthankyoufor

rescuingus.

Me:Idon’tknowifIcanrescueherheart

from slippingoutofmyhands.

HerStepMother:I’llgiveyoutwosome

privatetime.

Reneilwe:[openshereyes]Wherearemy

children?

Me:[Icouldfeelthehateinherwords,hurt]

Thedoctorisexaminingthem,they’llbe

backsoon.

Reneilwe:I’m movingoutofthehouse.



Me:OVERMYDEADBODY,BEANGRYASIT

PLEASESYOUBUTYOURNOTLEAVINGOUR

HOME.

Reneilwe:Ittakestwopeopletomakea

home,Nicolaswasrightyouarejuststoring

mewhileyouhavefunoutthere.You

disgustme,youraim wastoimpregnateme

andkeepmeathomeIsee.

Me:That’snottrue,Il…..

Reneilwe:Godshouldhavejustallowedme

haveamiscarriage,atleastI’dbeatpeace.

Me:Youdon’tmeanthat.



Reneilwe:Forthefirsttimeinmylife,Ican

gladlysayIregretmarryingyou.it’sbrought

memoremiserythangoodness,Ican’t

standyoursite,youbrokeyourvowstome

sotheisnoreasonwhyIshouldeven

consideryourfeelings.I’m movingoutofyour

housewhetheryoulikeitornotIdon’tcare,

it’sreallynoneofmybusiness.

Me:IloveyouMary,Ihavenoother

besidesyou.

Reneilwe:Getoutofmysite,yoursucha

disappointmenttomanhood.

Me:[Ileftherintherebecauseherblood

pressurewasgoingupmeaningshehasa

highriskofhavingamiscarriageforreal.No

matterhowmuchIloveher,Ineedtolet



hergoforthewell-beingofmyunborn

babies,Ipouredmyselfaglassofwhiskey

ontherocksandsetinmyoffice]

HeadofSecurity:Boss,theattackerslefta

massage.

Me:Wellwhatdotheywantfrom me?

HeadofSecurity:[readyingtheletter]Iwant

myReneilweback,Idon’tlikesharingmy

wifewithyou.

Me:Ohhellno,notMichael.Sh*tno,he

can’tbeoutofprisonsosoon.

HeadofSecurity:Apparentlyhisouton

parole,hisbeenlivingwithyourparents.



ItookthebottleofWhiskeyandpoured

intomymouth.Mytwinbrotheronlyspells

troubleforme,Ican’tbelievemyparents

justhidthisthingawayfrom me.this

meanshe’llbecomingfortheonlythingthat

matterstome,Myfamily.I’m tiredofrunning

awayfrom him,Imighthavebeenthe

weakertwininthepastbutformyMaryit’s

goingtobebloody.Iwillfightuntilthelast

dropofmybloodbutthatmeansIhaveto

mendthingswithmywomanandcome

cleanotherwiseshe’lljumpintomybrother’s

hands.

Me:[Iwenttoherward]Baby,I’m sorrybut

Ineedyou[Ijustheldherinmyarmsand

weptbitterly,Ijustneedtomanipulateher

withgoodintentions]Ihaveaconfessionto

make.



Reneilwe:[rubbinghisback]Ifyoucheated

pleasedon’ttellme,it’llkillme.

Me:Ihaveatwinbrotherandhisafteryou,I

thoughtthathe’dbeinprisonformore

yearsbutnothing.

Reneilwe:ThatexplainsthepictureIonce

sawatyourparent’splacebutwhyishe

afterme?

Me:HisalwayswantedwhatIhave,hekilled

thegirlwhochosemeoverhim inprimary

school.Therehewastakentojuvenile.

PleaseMaryIcan’tloseyoutothatpsycho,

IloveyoutoomuchandIknowifyoumake

thesamechoicehemightkillyou.



Reneilwe:Wecan’trunawayforever,we

needtofacehim headonandyouneedto

trustme.

Me:whyareyousocalm aboutthiswhole

situation?

Reneilwe:I’vebeenhavingvisionsofwhat

yourconfirmingtomenow,Iknowwhatto

dobutIneedyoursupportatalltimes,just

setupameetingwithyourentirefamily.

Meandyouaregoingtostageahorrible

break-up.

Me:ButIdon’twanttobreakupwithmy

wife,I’dratherfight.



Reneilwe:Nothingwillbreakusup,ourlove

cantakeanything,thisisacowardlymove.

Thefactthatyouarehidingusmarksa

signofweaknessinyou.

Me:Whendidyoubecamesostreetwise?I

likethissideofyou.

Reneilwe:GivemeaphoneIwanttocall

mymotherinlaw.

Me:Ihavethebestwifeintheworld,Idon’t

deserveyou[Igaveheraphoneand

manipulatedthelocationtoourhouse]the

floorisallyours.

Reneilwe:[callsMrsStein,fakingasob]

MommyI,needtoseeyou.



MrsStein:[worried]What’swrong?

Reneilwe:I’m pregnantwithsomeoneelse’s

childrenandMikeisgoingcrazy.

MrsStein:YOUDIDWHAT?WHY?

Reneilwe:Hisalwaysoutoftownandican’t

takeit,Ijustcheatedonce.

MrsStein:[peopleinthebackgroundlaughing,

angry]Ican’tseeyou[hangsup]

Me:You’reagenius,youjustboughtus

ninemonthstobeathim.wehavethem in

checkfornowsowhat’snext?



Reneilwe:Gohomeandcomplainaboutme,

mentionthatI’m pregnantwith8andwatch

yourbrother’sreaction.
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Thenextfewweekswereokay,Ihadplenty

oftimewithmyfamilyandlearnedalot

abouttheirnewhabits.Ihavebeenbuilding

theBnbformywifeasaprojecttookeep

mebusyandImustsayeverythingis

comingoutsogreatyouwon’tbelieve.At

themomentI’m homewithmysleeping

beauties,soIdecidedtojointhem asthisI

havenothingelsetodo.allofasuddenI

felthandssurroundingmeandherperfume

soldherout.

Me:Iwassolonelywithoutyou.



Reneilwe:YouknowIloveyou,that

marketingschemeyoushowedusworks

wonders,todaywewereabletoemploymore

people.

Me:it’stheleastIcoulddomylovebut

heyI’m starving.

Reneilwe:Ihavealreadypreparedyourdinner,

it’sonthetable.

Me:[Ikissedhercheek]Iloveyoutoo,[we

wentdownstairsandshehadmadeusa

candlelitdinner,Isetdownanddishedup

moreformyself]thisisfoodforthesoul.

Reneilwe:Bradleycametoseemetoday,he



saidthatyou’renotansweringhiscalls.

Me:Idon’thavefriendsanymore,mybest

friendismywifeandfriendsaremykids.

I’m goingtohavemyoursoccerteam soon

soexcuseme.

Reneilwe:[Takesoutaboxandgivesitto

him]Happyanniversary.

Me:[Ilookedatthenicelycoveredboxand

feltsadbecauseIdon’twantanythingelse

buther]Thankyousomuchhey,howmany

anniversariesdowehave?

Reneilwe:twoourweddingdateandourfirst

sightdate.



Me:NotinabadwaybutIhaveplentyof

watches,[unwrappingthebox]soyou

sh….[themomentIopenedit,itwasalingerie

withhandcuffs,myheartsskippedabeatin

excitement]Youknowmetoowell.

Reneilwe:doesthatmeanyoulovethe

surprise?

Me:Iwantitrightnowinfact.

Reneilwe:Ibelieveweshouldfinishout

foodfirst.

Sheisoneofthereasonsbeinghome

doesn’tboreme,everynightwesleepin

eachother’ssweat.Inevergettiredof

havingabuffetespeciallynowthatweare

moreintofantasyandroleplaying.Onetime



sheplayedmynurse,damnitshelooked

sofine.Iwanttohireherforlife,ManI

lovebeinghomeeverynight.Nomorehectic

tripsabroadorurgentmeetingsinthemiddle

ofthenight.hellIwastednotime,wehada

buffetrightthereonthedinningtable.They

mightcallheraprostitutebuttomethat’sa

goodthingbecauseitmakesmeskipright

todessert.Wehadsomuchfunandended

upsleepingonthecouchstillconnected.The

nextdayIwokeupandhadonemore

roundwakingherup.

Reneilwe:Your…..so….cr…..mmmm….

Me:[Ireachedmyclimaxafterherandwe

sharedakiss]Iloveyousomuch.[wewent

toshowerandbathedthechildren,thenate

breakfastsincethestaffisonleave]Babe.



Reneilwe:Mylegsarenumbandmypalace

burns.

Me:I’m sorrybaby,Ijustcan’tgetenough

ofyou.

Reneilwe:whatarewegoingtodofor

Christmas?

Me:we’regoingtochurch,afterwardsthen

we’llhavelunchatmyrestaurant.

Reneilwe:Soundslikeaplan,I’m sotired.I

justwanttosleep.

Me:[wehearaknock]Iwonderwhoisthat

becauseMaisinCapeTownwithSebastian.



Reneilwe:[fixesherselfandwipesthe

children’smouth]Openthedoor.

Me:[Iopenedthedoorandmymothercame

rushingin,bored]howcanIhelpyou?

MrsStein:Whenlastdidyouspeaktoyour

father?

Me:Idon’tremember,whydoyouask?

MrsStein:hehadaheartattacklastnight

aboutsomethingrelatedtothecompany.

Me:Yourtellingmethisbecause?

MrsStein:Pleasegoandtalktohim,his



stresslevelsaresohighandtheyarenot

comingdown.

Reneilwe:I’llbeupstairswithmykids,bring

thejuiceaftersheleaves.

Me:[Iwatchedhergoingupstairsand

flashbacksofwhatwedidonthestairs

camerushingin,makingmesohormonal]I

willgoandseehim whenIhavetime,I’m

currentlybusywithmyPEprojectasyou

know,tellMichaeltogothere.

MrsStein:YoufatherandIdon’tlikewhat’s

happeningbetweenyouandyourbrother.

Youshouldjustforgivehim forkillingthat

girl,hewasyoungandstupid.Stopacting

likeaweakling andfixthingswithyour

brother.



Me:FirstlyIdon’tknowwhatpossessed

youtocomehereaftermywife’swarningto

youguys,yourvisittomyhouseiscausing

metroubles.Whatifshe’sbusywiththe

policeupstairs?thishouseisinhername,

pleasemother[Iopenedthedoorforher]

MrsStein:Youneedtodivorcethisprostitute.

Me:whowillkeepmybedwarm atnightif

Idothat?Who’ssweatwillIsleepin?who’s

goingtocookmeahotmealafterahard

dayatwork?Iwillraisethosekidsbecause

ifIwasn’tbusywithdad’sinvestmentsI

wouldn’tbeinthismessinthefirstplace.

MrsStein:Don’tbestupidson.



Me:WebothknowthatIlovemywife,I

don’tcareifshe’scheatedonmeornot.My

heartbeatsforherandshemakesmehappy.

MrsStein:Shemusthavebewitchedyou.

Me:Iagreebutwithmyconsent,Pleasego

andcomebackwithabetterattitude

towardsmywifebecauserightnowyour

wastingmytime.Ijustneedtobeinside

herrightnowandyourdelayingme.

MrsStein:[shocked,blinking]wh….Huh?

Me:[Iopenedthedoorwideenough]Please

excuseme,Ihavemyhusbanddutiesto

perform andreadmylips“IWILLNEVER

DIVORCEMARY,COMERAINCOME

SUNSHINE,IDON’TCARE”nowpleaseleave



myhouse.

MrsStein:whatifyourfatherdies?

Me:WhatifIdie?Neostillneedsafatherto

teachhim simplethingslikecatchingafish

andridingabike,who’sgoingtoprotectmy

daughterfrom boys?BecauseIknowit’s

certainlynotgoingtobeMichaelordad.[I

helpedhergooutofmyhouseandclosed

thedoor]

Reneilwe:[comingdownthestairsinher

lingerie]IfIdidn’tknowbetter,I’dsayyour

naughty.
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Yeahthewildcatcameouttoplayandit



wasflippinamazing.Thewonderfulpartwas

thatwerecitedtheourvowswhiletiredas

ever,thenwesleptineachother’sarms.At

thatmomentnothingelsemattered,shefell

asleepinmyarms.Inevergettiredof

staringatmyqueenwhenshe’ssleeping.but

suddenlyshestartedscreamingandcrying

inhersleep.

Me:[shakinghergently]Myqueenwakeup,

you’rehavinganightmare.

Reneilwe:[crying]It’snottrue,NO!!!NO!!!

Me:[Ikeptshakingherandshejumpedout

ofbed,whileholdingherstomach]Yoursafe,

Iloveyou.

Reneilwe:[sitsonthebedandcontinuesto



cry]itkeepsoncomingback.

Me:youdreamtyouhadamiscarriage

again?[shenods]Weneedtogoseeour

Spiritualfather,thisisserious.

Reneilwe:[sniffing]whenarewegoingto

seehim?

Me:Thechurchprayerlinenumberis

24hours,let’scallhim immediately[Idialled

thenumberanditwentthrough]Good

morning,canwepleasespeaktopapa.

Him:I’m puttingyouthroughtohim.

Me:thankyou,brother.



Pastor:Hello,yourwifehasbeenhaving

nightmaresabouthavingamiscarriage.Don’t

worryGodiswithyou.

Reneilwe:Butpapa.

Pastor:Godiswithyou.

Me:[heprayedforusandweendedthecall,

calm]everythingisgoingtobefine.

Reneilwe:Thankyouforbeingsosupportive.

Me:canwegobacktosleepnow?

Reneilwe:Idon’thaveanysleepleftbutyou

maysleep.



Me:Noways,let’sgowatchamo….

Reneilwe:Weshouldgopray,justthetwo

ofus.

Me:[Iclimbedoffthebedandhelpedmy

wifewearhersleepers]you’resobeautiful

myqueen,yourglowing.

#IntheSteinMention

MrSteinjustarrivedfrom hospitalweakin

hiscondition.Hiswifeprepareshisbed,we

hesitsandisservedfood.Heeatswitha

lumpinhisthroatwhilehenoticeshispeace

isgoneandhissonreallywantsnothingto

dowithhim,asitishisbusinesstrustisin



troubleasMichaelhasthecompany

documents.Hiswifealsoisworriedthat

ReneilweandMikeblockedhercalls. And

nowafteryearsofbelievinginMichaeland

overseeingmike,theynowknowthatthey

arewrongtohavefavouredonechildover

another.Astheroom isfilledwithsorrow,

theirhelperwalksin.

Helper:Welcomebacksir,[takesthedishes]

MrsStein:CanImakeacallthroughyour

phone?

Helper:No,Mam.Totellyouboththetruth,I

haveworkedheresinceyourchildrenwere

10.You’vealwaysbeenagainstMike,you’ve

alwaysshownhim youbackandhetried to

doeverythingtomakeyouhappybutyou



wereneversatisfied.Andnowfinallyhe

ruinedhismarriagewhilechasinginvestors

fordaddydearest.Butasusualyouwent

theretoinsulthim andmakedemandsas

usual.

MrStein:wenevermakedemands.

Helper:whenhewantedtostudyforhis

dream,youdemandedthathetakeyour

dream.You’vebeendictatingtohim since

hewasborn.Foroncehehasdecidedtocut

youout,hecalledmelastnightandI’m

takinghisjoboffer.

MrsStein:Butyourloyaltiesshouldliewith

us.

Helper:Heisofferingmeaccommodation



whichincludesmyfamilyanddoublemy

salaryhere.soIamquittingwithimmediate

effect.

MrsStein:whatpositionisheofferingyou

becauseforallweknowhisintosome

illegaldealings,you’llbear….

Helper:Yoursuchadisgraceforparents,

Yousonisn’taconstructor,heownstwo

hospitals,arestaurantandflataroundthe

countryandhisamedicaldoctor.Nowthey

arestartinganewbusinessandtheyhave

mademetheboss.

MrStein:I’veneverknownmysontobea

badbusinessman,[chuckles]howcanhe

makeyouboss?Knowingthatyouare

unskilled.



Helper:MrsMarysaidI’m capableandI

believeher,atleastthistimeI’llworkfor

someonewhoseemorepotentialinme.[her

phonerings,sheputsdownthedishesdown]

Yessir.

Mike:Youarelikeamothertome,youcan’t

callmesir.Ihavesortedoutthedocuments

andyourapartmentisreadyforyou.

Helper:GreatsoIcanmoveinimmediately,

that’swonderful.

Mike:Marythoughtthatyou’dneed

transportsosheassignedyouacartosuit

allyourneeds.



Helper:wellthisjobisgoingtomakemeas

richasyouare.

Mike:I’m notrichmother,it’sjustthatIcan

affordbutIneedafavour.

Helper:Anythingforyouson.

Mike:Iwanttomakemywifeasurprise

babyshower,Ineedyoutogetherwishlist

fortheday.

Helper:I’m onit,tellsecuritytoexpectme

andmyfamilyplease,goodbye[Ihangup,

gloating]Thereyouhaveit,acarandan

apartment.Solongstingypeople[sheleaves

withoutthedishes]



MrStein:wellshefinallyhadthegutstotell

usthehonesttruth.

MrsStein:[indisbelieve]Mysonisrichand

wedidn’tevenknowit.Wethoughthewas

inillegaldealings,whattypeofparentsare

weexactly?howcanwebesoblind?

MrStein:weharbouredacriminalwhilean

angellivedinourmist,weoweoursonan

apology.
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MrStein:wehavetoapologizebuthoware

wegoingtoevengetcloseenoughto

apologize?

MrsStein:Iwonder,whatifhesayswemust



apologizetoMary?

MrStein:Marylovesourson,Ithoughtyou

knewthat.Shemadeamistakebecause

shewaslonelyasmikewasrunningerrands

formewhileheshouldhavebeenwithhis

wife.

MrsStein:Letmetakethesedishestothe

kitchen.

Michael:[comesinwithabloodyshirt,

smiling]MorningParents,ifanyonecomesto

searchingforme,tellthem thatIleftthe

country.Doweunderstandeachother?

Theparents:[theynodandheleaves]



****************Mike*******************

Wefellasleeparound5am whilethe

televisionstaredatus.WhenIwokeup

aroundSevenIcalledthenewmanagerat

ourBnb.Mywifedoesn’tknowthather

businessplaceisnow,readyforbusiness.I

wanttosurpriseherwiththekeys,just

becauseshemeanseverythingtome.our

kidsareturningonesoonsoweneedto

throwahugeparty.Ibathedthekidsand

fedthem,thenIallowedthem toplayonthe

matwiththeirtoys.

Reneilwe:[hugginghim from behind]Isthis

meoryouwokeyoubeforeme.

Me:Ithoughtmyqueenwouldlikebreakfast

inbed.



Reneilwe:[unwrapsherarmsaroundhim]I’m

goingbacktobed,soIcanbeserved.

Me:[Iheldherasshetriedleavingthe

kitchen]YouowemeakissMary.

Reneilwe:[leansinandtheyshareakiss]

Goodmorning.

Me:I’m notconvincedbyyourki[weheara

knock]Comein.

Gatesecurity:SirtheSteinsarehere,

demandingtoseeyou.theyhavebeen

standingoutsidethegate,we’vetried

threateningthem toleavebuttheyarenow

sittingonthewalkway.



Reneilwe:allowthem in.

Me:notinmyyardorhouse.

Reneilwe:doyouwantthem todieonour

gate?Iwanttoknowwhattheywantand

theywillleave.Letthem in.

GateSecurity:Yes,Mam [heleaves]

Me:[Iwenttothelivingroom andpickedup

mychildren,upset]Ican’tbelieveyoujust

didthat.

MrsStein:Wecametoapologizeforallwe

havedonetoyou.



MrStein:weshouldn’thavedictated

everythinginyourlife,weshouldhave

encouragedyoumore.

Me:[Itickledmykidsandtheywere

laughing,whichmademeforgetthatmy

surroundings]

Reneilwe:PapaDineoleNeo,Mmelentate

bakopatswarelohle.

Me:Akebatlemosadi,akebatlebathoba

kantlungyaka.

MrsStein:[kneesdown]wehavewronged

youinmanywaysbutpleaseforgiveus.



Me:[upset,lookingatReneilwe]Mmewee,

akebatlebathobanakantlungyakarakwana?

************Reneilwe****************

Ididn’trealisehowdeepthescareswere

untiltheytriedtoapologizeandhedenied

them anyforgiveness.Nomatterhowthey

begged,infacthetookhischildrenandwent

upstairstohisroom.hisparentsjustbegged

mebutthelastthingIneedistoruinmy

marriagebecauseofhisparents.Theykept

askingmetobegforthem butIain’tgoing

tostartafightwithmyhusbandwhileI’m

sittingsonicelyinmyhoneymoon.Anyway

theyrefusedtoleavesoIwenttomy

kitchenandleftthem inthelivingroom.I

fixedmyselfachocolatesoupwith

strawberriesandgrapes,thenwentupstairs.



Me:isitsafetocalm in?

Mike:[withhisentirefaceredandhisveins

poppedout]Idon’tknow.

Me:[Icameinandsetonhislap]Ithought

wecouldsnackabitbutit’sokayifyou

don’twantto.

Mike:[dipsthestrawberryinthechocolate,

calmingdown]weneedahoneymoon.

Me:Ican’tbelieveyourthinkingofa

honeymoonwhenweabouttohavetenkids

runningaroundthishouse.

Mike:[rubbinghersmallbabybump]They

aregoingtobeagreatbunch.



Me:Icouldswearthatyouknewthiswould

happen.

Mike:thisisamiracleandbeyondmy

wildestimaginations.

Me:Idon’tthinkso,ImeanwhyinGod’s

namedidyoubuya13roomedhouse?did

youplanthisNakedi?

Mike:It’snotmyfaultthatIlikebeinginside

ofyou,itgivesmeagreatfeeling.

Me:Ireallydon’twanttoevenheartherest

ofyoursentence,butyoureallydidgood.

Mike:itfeelsgoodtohearyousaythat,



thankyou.

Me:Thewayyouloveusisamazing,Iknow

Iusedtocomplainthatyouareworkingtoo

hardbutallthisluxurymakesitallworthit.

iappreciateyoursweatandhowyoumake

mescream.

Mike:[biteshislowerlip]Areyoutryingto

manipulateme,Mary?

Me:ifIdidwantto,I’dbebuttnakedon

thatbedsoclearlyI’m not.

Mike:Yoursteppingonmyhormones.

Me:[Igotoffhislap,giggling]Mike,canwe

pleasehaveacleanconversationwithout



seducingeachotherplease.

Mike:stopgiggling,yourdaringmeMary.

Me:[ItriedtostopbutIjustlaughedatthe

wayhewaslookingatme]stopitNakedi.

Mike:[startsticklingherandherlaughter

triggershislaughter]stopwhatReneilwe.

Me:[laughingmylungsout]Babymaan.

Mike:ComeonMary,stopit.
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Me:[ImanagedtogetoutofhisgripasI

waslaughingtotears]Comeon,the



chocolateisgrowingcold.

Mike:[sitsonthebed]stoplaughingsowe

caneat.

Me:promisemethatyouwon’ttickleme

again.

Helper:[knocksontheirdoorandspeaks]

Madam yourinlawsarestilldownstairs,

shouldIincludetheirplatesonthelunch

table?

Mike:[Upset]Whyaretheystillinmyhouse

Reneilwe?Itoldyouthatweshouldn’tlet

them inbutno,youjusthadtochallengemy

authority.ItoldyouthatIdon’twantthem

insidemyhouse.



Me:it’syourhouse,Igetit.There’snoneed

tohighlightit.

Helper:[knocksthesecondtime]theyjust

leftnow.

Me:[Iopenedthedoorandlefthim there]It’s

okay,alright[Iwentdownstairsandstarted

mindingmyownbusiness.untiltheysaid

lunchisready,Iclosedmylaptopandwent

tothetable]CanIpleasehavemyownplate?

Helper:YesMam [goesandcomesback

withherplate]

Me:Thankyou,mayIpleasehavethedried

fruits andyoghurt?[shedishedupforme



andIstartedeating]

Mike:[comestothetablefeelingguilty,sigh]

whatarethekidsgoingtoeat?

Me:[Ifocusedonmyfoodandsaidnothing]

Mike:Okay,I’m sorryIoverreacted.

Me:[Istopeatingandpullmychildrencloser,

thenfeedthem withyoghurt]Openyour

mouthformommy,[Ifedsthem andthenheld

them tomyshoulderswewentupstairs]

Mike:[followingthem]Maryplease,lookat

me.



Me:[Iopenedthenurseryandplacedthe

kidsontheirplayingarea,thenclimbedon

thebed]

Mike:talktomeplease,justsaysomething.

Me:[Ifixedmypillowandslept,4hourslater

IwaswokenupbytheNeocrying,I

climbedoffthebedandheldhim inmy

arms]yourwet[Ichangedtheirnappiesand

weallwentdownstairs,IfoundMikewitha

strangewomanandIproceededtothe

kitchen]

Mike:Babe,thisisthedecoratorforthe

bedroomsoftheBnb.Ithoughtwecould

planahead.

Me:Hellodecorator,justsurpriseme.Come



upsomethingI’veneverseen.

Her:[takesnotes]thanks,Ibelievethatwill

beall.

Mike:[opensthedoorandsheleaves,sigh]

MaryI’m sorryplease.

Me:giftsdon’tmakearelationshipand

intimacyneversolvesproblems.Therefore

I’m notflatteredbyyourstupidwealth,Ilive

inonecontinuousday.yourmoodswings

areridingonmynervesandthenexttime

youprideaboutyourhouseinmyface,I

willtakemybagsandleaveyouwithyour

house.

Mike:[ashamed]I’m s….



Me:Don’tsaythingsyoudon’tmean,unlike

you,Idon’thaveparents.SoI don’texpect

youtounderstandhowhavingparents

means[Itakeastepback]don’tevencome

closetome.youbetterstartchangingreally

fast.

Mike:Ihearyou[comescloserandfixes

Dineo’shairband,thenmovesback]it’sokay.

Me:[Ifoundourfoodinthemicrowaveand

feedmykids]I’llbeleavingforbusinessin

Capetowntomorrowmorning.

Mike:alright,howmanydayswillyoube

done?



Me:I’m takingthekidswithmebecauseI’ll

onlycomebackwhenthefestivalisover.

Mike:Pleasedon’tgo.

Me:Ihaveabusinesstorun,besidestake

thistimetochange.

************Mike**************

IregreteverythingIsaidoutof

dissatisfaction.ThenextdayIwokeupand

mywifehadalreadyleftby5aminthe

morning.Shedidn’tevenbothertosay

goodbyeandtheywereonaplanesoI

couldn’treachthem.Ibathedandwentto

work,dealtwithafewtheatreemergencies

thensetinmyoffice.That’swhenMichael

cameintomyofficewithoutknocking.



Me:whatdoyouwant?

Michael:Iseeyouwerestarvedlastnight,

thewordisgoodmorning.

Me:whatdoyouwantMichael?

Michael:Popswantstoseeyou,soI

broughthim here.

MrStein:[enterstheofficewithafew

documents]Morningson[hesitsdown]I

haveaproposalforyou.

Me:I’m notinterested,Ihavealotofwork

todo,ifyoudon’tmind.Whatdoyouwant?



MrStein:Icametoaskthatyouleadthe

businessonthelocalsidewhileyourbrother

doesinternational.

Me:AsIsaidbeforeIam notinterested,

pleaseclosethedooron yourwayout.

Michael:That’snowaytospeaktoaman

whogaveyoulife.

Me:it’saninsultthatIcamefrom thesame

loinsasyou.[Ipickedupmyphone]Please

getmesecurity.

MrStein:I’m yourfather,youcan’tavoidme

forever.



Me:I’m notplanningtoavoidyoueither,I

justwantyououtofmysite.

MrStein:Atsomepointwehavetofixour

relationship.

Me:Youcallmeyoursonyetyoutreatme

likeaslave.

MrStein:Ibelieveth….[securityguardsenter

andtheyescortthem out]

Me:[Itookmypersonalphoneandtried

callingmywife]Babeh….

Reneilwe’svoicemail:Helloyouhavereach

Ree,Ican’ttalktoyourightnowsoplease

leaveamessage.



Me:Babe,Imissyoupleasegetbackto

meassoonasyoucan,weneedtotalk

aboutChristmas.
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Daysturnedintoweeksandweeksintoa

wholemonth.Iwenttocapetownand

searchedittomysatisfaction.Coulditbe

thatsheleftme?whatsheneverwentto

Capetown?Whatisshe’skidnappedwiththe

children?thosewerethequestionsrunning

acrossmymind,Icoulddoanythingrightso

Idecidedtostayhomewithmystress.Her

phonealwayssentmetothesubscriberis

notavailable,IspentChristmasandnew

year’sdayalone.IfthisisalessonthenI’ve

definitelylearnedalot.Myfamilyisbreathing

downmyneckabouttheirstupidproposal

whichisnotgoingtohappen.AsIwas



sittinginthedarkhouse,drunkwithmy

problems,thedooropened.

Reneilwe:[enterswiththekidswalking

behindher,switchesonthelight]good

evening.

Me:[Icouldn’tbelievethatIwasseeingher,I

justhuggedhereventhoughshedidn’tdo

thesame]Imissedyou.

Reneilwe:[removeshisarmsaroundherand

picksupthekids]happynewseasontoyou

too[proceedstotheguestbedroomsand

entersone]

Me:[Iwasjustspeechlessthatthey’reback

tome,Iranupstairsandtooktheirpresents,

thenasIenteredtheguestbedroom.They



wereallfastasleep,soIclosedthedoorand

placedthepresentsdown.Atthatmoment,It

dawnedonmethatshecouldjust

disappearwithmykidsandIwouldnever

seethem again.Iknewthatonemore

argumentandthey’lldisappearintothinair

again.]

Reneilwe:[4hourslater,shewakesuptothe

kidsplayingwiththeirfather]hello.

Me:[Ipointedatherpresents,asIcouldn’t

lookherintheeyes]that’syours.

Reneilwe:Thanks,whattimeisit?

Me:9pm,I’vefeedthekidsalreadyandyour

foodisinthemicrowaveshouldIbringitfor

you?



Reneilwe:No,I’llgofetchitmyself.

Me:[Iwatchedherwalkoutwithoutsaying

anythingbecauseIknowthatI’m walking

onthinice.Playingwithmykidsfeltso

good,it’slikewe’vebeenyearsapart.They

havegrownsobigandalittlefat]

Reneilwe:[comesbackwithherplateoffood]

Iknowyou’vebeenlookingforme,Ididn’t

gotoCapeTown.iwasattendingafashion

eventinNewyorkandshowingmynew

collectionthere.

Me:Okay[Ijustdidn’thaveanywordsto

saytoher,IjustcontinuedwithwhatIwas

busywith]



Reneilwe:[lookingathim,waitingforhim to

saysomethingbuthedoesn’treact]alright

soyournotangryatmeoranything.

Me:Ican’tundothepastmonth,Idon’tknow

whatyouwerethinkingorwhetheryou

consideredmyfeelingsbeforelyingtome.

butIdon’twanttotalkaboutthisany

further,I’m justhurtrightnow.

Reneilwe:IhadtogoandIknewyou

wouldn’tagreeifItoldyou.

Me:Reneilwe,thisisyourlifeandIcan’t

controlit.Idon’twanttofightoraguewith

youbecauseI’vedonethistoyoubefore

andyounevercomplained.[shejuststared

atmewithhermouthopen,Itriedcontrolling

mytemperbuttherewasjustafireburning



myinsidestocomeout]excuseme[Ileft

heronthebedandwenttothekitchen,Ijust

brokedownintearsbecauseIwantedto

struggleher]

Reneilwe:[comestothekitchen]let’stalk

aboutthis,IhadbusinesstodoplusI

believemeneededthespace.

Me:DoyoulovemeReneilwe?Doyoureally

careoristhisjustfulfillingmydream?

Reneilwe:Iloveyouso.

Me:[atthatmomentIjustsnapped,Iwas

justatmyendofmyleaf]youkeptme

tossingandturningfor30daysReneilwe,on

topofitallyourphonewasoffandyou

removedthekidsandyourtrackingdevice.



WhatwereyouthinkingReneilwe?Youknow

whatmaybewe’renotmeanttobetogether,

infactIcan’tdothiswithyou,I’m done

Reneilwe.Ihaveafeelinginmygutthat

there’sprobablysomeoneelseforyou.It’s

over,you’llgetthedivorcepaperstomorrow

morning.

Reneilwe:[laughing]Youractinglikeachild,

stopit.onebumpontheroadandyour

runningaway.

Me:HaveanicelifeReneilwe.

**************Reneilwe***************

Ididn’tgotocapetownbecauseIwas

neededinnewyorkandIlostmyphone

onlytofinditonthelastday.Ithoughtme

andmikeneededsomespacesothathe



cansortouthismoodproblem.Ididn’t

expectedittolastawholemonth,butit

enjoymentovertookme.Afterthe

unnecessaryargument,mikejustdisappeared

insidethehouse.I’dbedamnedtoget

divorcedforsuchasmallthing,hethinks

there’ssomeonebetterformebutwhoin

theirrightmindwilltakemeinwith10

children.Thenextday,Iwokeupanddid

myroutine,bathedthekids.around9am in

themorning,Iheardaknock.

Me:Helloandyouare?

Sheriff:AreyouMrsMaryReneilweStein?

[shenods]Pleasesignhereforme.

Me:[Isignedandheleft,Iopenedthebrown

envelopandBoom,Divorcepapers.I



couldn’tbelieveit,heisleavingmewith

immediateeffect,tomorrowwillbeourfirst

settlement]

SecurityGuard:Mam,therearepackershere.

shouldweletthetruckin?

Me:[tearsfalling]No,Ijustneedtobealone.

Don’tletanyoneinthisyard.

SecurityGuard:YesMam.

Me:[Icouldn’tbelievehewasreallyleaving

me,Isetonthecouchandbrokedown.I

feltlikemylifeisgettingrippedoutofmy

chest,myphonerang]Mikecomeho….

HerstepMother:Reneilwe,I’vebeenwaiting



onthegatefor10mins,Securitysaysyou

gaveordersthatnooneshou…nevermind…

[shehangsupand5minslatershewalks

intothehouse,findsReneilweshuttered]

what’sgoingonbaby?

Me:[crying]Hisleavingme,Nakediisdivorcing

me.

HerStepMother:Butthatmanlovesyou

baby,hecan’tleaveyou.whathappened?

Me:IdisappearedtoNewYorkwiththekids

foramonthandwithoutcontactinghim.I

regretitMa,whenIcamebackyesterday.

HetoldmemymistakesandIlaughedat

him,insultedhisintelligence.Iwasselfish,

nowthefatherofmytenchildrenisliving

me.



HerStepMother:whereishenow?

Me:Idon’tknow,MaybeheleftMa.

HerStepMother:[wearsherspectaclesand

readsthedivorcepapers]Alright,youneed

topullyourselftogether,yourgoingtocourt

tomorrow.

Me:I’m notgoingthere,Idon’twantto

divorcemyhusband.Ilovehim todeath.

HerStepMother:Iknowyoudosoyouneed

togetyourselftogether,tomorrowwhenyou

gettocourt.Youaregoingtogranthim

divorceonconditionthathestaysinthe

samehousewithyouuntilallyourkidsturn



13.

Me:ButIdon’twanttodivorcethemanI

love,Iwasfoolish.
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Thewholedaywasjustunbearable,

everythingItouchedremindedmeofhim.I

evenworehissweatypj’sandcalledhim a

milliontimeswithvoice-notes.Thetwins

keptwantingmyattentionbutIjustneeded

theirfather.Theirlittlefacesremindedmeof

theirfather,IwaswrongandIregretthe

wholething.Whenitrainsitpours,theworst

partwouldbeifmyfamilyfindsoutabout

thisentirething.Thedaywasmiserable,I

couldn’tsleepablinkthatnight.AllIcould

dowascry,hopingthathecouldcomeback

tome.HowdoImendthismessI’ve

droppedmyselfinto.Thenextmorning,I



bathedandwenttoourclosetandcriedover

hisclothes.

HerStepMother:[knockingonthedoor]

Reneilwe,don’twastetimewe’regettinglate.

Me:[sobsofpain]MynameisMary,it’s

Mary.

HerStepMother:Beinglatewillmeanthat

youdon’twanttosaveyourmarriage

becausethejudgewon’ttakeyouserious.

Me:[Idruggedmyselftothebathroom,took

ashowerandworetrucksuitswithsleepers]

Let’sgo.

HerStepmother:[shocked]Youcan’tgo



dre…

Me:I’m pregnantandI’m abouttolosethe

loveofmylife.let’sjustgoplease.[the

lawyersdroveustoCourt,Istaredatmike

hopingthathecouldsayhelloorsomething

but,hekissedhiskidsandwenttohisside.I

guessit’salloverforreal]

HisLawyer:Yourhonourmyclientisthis

divorcingMsMokoena,ongroundsthatthe

relationshipbetweenthem istoxic.Myclient

fearsthatifthismarriagecontinuesitmight

getphysicalandthat’snothisintentions.I

restmycase.

Judge:[takesnotes]Alright.

HerLawyer:Yourhonour,myclienthasseen



hermistakeandadmitsthatshehaspushed

MrSteinoutofhislimitsbutthisisthefirst

realfightthey’vehadsincetheygotmarried.

Myclientwholeheartedlybelievesthatthey

canthismakethismarriageworkforthe

sakeoftheir10kids.Asthechildren’srights

statethateverychildisentitledtoahome

withbothparentsorahappychildhood.Irest

mycase.

Judge:[takesnotes]Courtisinrecess.

Me:[IjustfeltapaininmyabdomenthenI

felttheedgetovomit,Iexcusedmyselfand

rushedtothebathroom andvomiteduntil

sweatcameout.afterwardsIjustfeltso

dizzyandIhadablurrysite,Icrawledout

ofthebathroom]Mme.



HerStepMother:[panicked,helpshertoher

feet]what’sgoingon?

Me:Idon’tfeelsogood,Ineedwater.[she

gotmewaterandthehotflesheswent

away]isthecourtresumed?

HerLawyer:Yes,comeonin.

Judge:Uponexaminingthereasonsforthis

order,IhavedecidedthatIwillpostpone

thisorderuntilafter24monthhavepassed.

Courtisadjourned.

Me:[thejudgeleftusthereandIwaslost

butIcouldtellhislawyerwereveryupsetas

theypackedtheirfiles,confused]Whatdoes

thismean?



HerStepMother:Thejudgehasfavouredyou,

hewillonlygivemeadivorcedecreeafter

twoyears.

Me:Wellthat’snotgood,[Istoodupwithmy

backhurtinglikehellandwenttothe

parkinglot,Icouldn’tcryanymoresothey

tookmehomeandIcalledmyspiritual

father,wespokeaboutthiswholethingand

afterthecallIwasatpeace,Iadjustthe

couchandclosemyeyes]

HerStepMother:Youdon’tlookhappy,why

isthat?

Me:IthurtsthathewantstoleavemebutI

thinklettinggoisthebestoption.Hashe

broughtbackthekidsyet?



HerStepMother:SpeakoftheAngel,here

hecomes.

Mike:[walksinwithhiskidsandputsthem

down]Greetings,I’lljusttakemyclothes

andbegone.

Me:it’sokay,goonandtakethem,Ihope

youcamewithpackers.

Mike:[shockedbyhercalmness]No.[goes

upstairsandcomesbackwithhispacked

bagsandfindsalocaldoctorattending

Reneilwe,worried]arethebabiesokay?

Doctor:Herstresslevelsaretoo,thebabies

areokayfornow.



Me:[touchingmystomach,relaxing]Ihave

heardyou,pleasesendmeyourinvoice.

Doctor:I’m notgoingtochargeyou,Ijust

needyoutocometothesurgeryintwo

dayswithyourstresslevelsdown,hereare

mypersonalandofficenumbers.

Me:Thankyousomuchdoctor,[Istoodup

from thecouch]Letmeseeyoutoyourcar.

Mike:Youwilldonosuchthing,f*ckoff

wena.[thedoctorgetout]sitdown,wehave

totalkabouttheperiodstablesforthe

children.

Me:Youcanseeyourchildrenanytimeit



suitsyou,Idon’thaveaproblem withthat

[hegotupandleft]Loveislostforreal.

HerStepMother:Maybeyouarebetteroff

withouthim.

Me:Seeinghim withanotherwomanwillkill

me,Ilovehim somuch.Thissilence

betweenus,killsme.

HerStepMother:Thenfightforyourlove,he

stilllovesyousomuch.Imeanyouguys

shareastrongbond,thatdoesn’tjustdie

down.

Me:HowdoIfightforhim,whenhecan’t

standthesightofme?Ilovemyhusband

somuch,Ican’timaginemylifewith

someoneelse.Hetookalltheloveformen,



Ilovehim withmyentirebeing.

HerStepMother:Mikeisstillyours,your

divorcedecreeiscomingafter24months

soyouhaveplentyoftimetorekindleand

makeitwork.

Sebastian:[comesinwithroses]Hellodear,

areyoureadylove?

HerStepMother:[takestherosesandthey

kiss,smiling,takesherhandbag]Don’twait

up.

Me:[heartbroken]Enjoyyourselves[theyleft

mewiththekids,whojuststartedcrying

nonstop,Icarriedboththem andtried

calmingthem down.Icheckedtheirnappies

andtriedfeedingthem buttheycrieduntil



theweren’tanymoretears.Theywere

alreadyRed,thentheydevelopedhick-ups.I

triedcallingthedoctorbutittookmeto

voicemail.SoIcalledtheirfatherbutittook

metovoicemail.Itookmycarkeysand

placedthem insidethecar.Itookthem to

emergencyastheywerenowchockingon

theirvomit]HELPUSPLEASE,THEYARE

CHOCKING!

Nurse:[putsthekidsonthestretcher]they’re

goingtobefine[theyrushedthem into

theatre]
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IsettherebeingmiserableasIsawmore

doctorsgoingintothesametheatre.After

anhourMikearrived,Ihadnowordsforhim.

AllIwantedtodowasseemychildren

healthy,threehourswentbyandthedoctors



cameoutonebyone,IsawsomeoneI

recognize.ItwasBrendon,tearsfellashis

themostfriendlyfaceI’veseenallday.I

wavedathim andhecame,thengavemea

warm hugwhichmademebreakdownand

cry.HislikemybrothernowsoItrusthim

abit.

Brendon:[rubbingherback]They’refinenow,

wemanagedtodrainthepoisonoutofthem.

Me:Ididn’tknowtheywerepoisoned.

Brendon:wenoticedthatthey’reimmune

system isn’tstrongasitshouldbe.This

mightbesomethinglikeastrongenergy

drink.Whateveritwas,itoverpoweredtheir

system causingthem thosehorriblehick-up

andthevomit.



Me:Aretheygoingtobeokay?

Brendon:TheyaresoldierslikeuncleBrendy.

Me:CanIseethem?

Brendon:Theyarejustmovingthem tothe

kidsward,I’llcomebacktofetchyouand

taketotheirwardmyself.[shakeshishead]

HelloMike.[heleaves]

Mike:[staringathisphone]Theyarekeeping

them overnightforobservation.

Me:Alright,thankyou.[Iwenttothevending

machineandboughtmyselfacokewith

Simbas,thenIsetonthebenchnextto



Mike]Weneedtomakeaplanforsuch

emergencies.

Mike:Yourright,thereisapanicbuttonon

thekidsnurserythatlinkstomyphoneand

thehospitalAmbulance.

Me:Ohokay[Ijustmovedawayandseton

thenextbench,mindingmyownbusiness,

untilBrendoncameandshowedusthekids

ward.Heleftashewasonhiswayhome,

themomentIsawmykidsintubesmy

heartjustbroke,tearsfalling]Youneedto

getbetterformommy,Ineedyou.yourall

I’vegot,pleasefighttobebetter.

Mike:[touchestheirhandandkissesher

foreheads]Iknowyoucanbeatthis,I’llbe

waitingwhenyouwakeup.



Ijustsetonthechairbesidethem andfell

asleepthere.Ithasbeenareallylongday

butIfocusedonimprovingmyhealthand

theirhealthforabetterlife.I’veraised

someonealonebeforesominewon’tbean

exception.Ineedtobeontopofmygame

asinyesterday.Around3am inthemorning

thedoctorcametocheckonthem,theshe

saideverythingisfinebuttheyneedtoeat

alotofveggiesandfruitstoboosttheir

immunesystem.Theydischargedthem

around5inthemorningandIdroveus

home.Ilaidthem intheirbedsandtooka

napuntil6am,whenImadethem something

healthytoeat.Theminutetheywokeup,I

bathedandclothedthem.ThenasIfed

them,Mikecamein.

Mike:Morning.



Me:Mike[theyrefusedeatingthemoment

theysawtheirfather,soIgavehim the

plateandspoon]thosearetheprescriptions

thedoctorgave,shesaidweshouldcome

backforacheck-upinthreedays.

Mike:Alright,I’llbehereformostoftheday.

Me:Thisisyourhousetoo,it’sokaydon’t

worryIwon’tstandinyourway.

Mike:Reneilwe,I’m sorry.

Me:I’m sorrytoo,butasyousaidit’sforthe

best.

Mike:[ashamed,lookingdown]how’sthe



pregnancy?

Me:Besidesthedizzinessandblurrysight

sometimesaftervomiting,it’sokay.

Mike:Ohokay,havetheykickedyet?

Me:No,Ihaven’tfeltthem movingsincea

weekago.

Mike:canItouchit?[shenodsandhe

placeshishandonherbabybump]

Me:[Ifeltashockingpain,teary]wasthata

kick?

Mike:Yeahwe’vejusthadourfirstkick.



Me:It’ssopainfulwhentheykick[Iremoved

hishandandsetdownasIfeltthepain

penetratingmyback,Iplacedapillowbehind

metosupportmyback]

Mike:[worried]what’sgoingon?[holdsher

hand]areyoustillfeelingthepain?

Me:[crying]It’spenetratingmyback,it’sso

painful.[Isqueezedthepillowandscreamed

inagony]Ahhhh!!!

Mike:[panicking,turnsheraroundandrubs

herbackuntilshecalmsdown]takedeep

breathesandcounttofive.

Me:[hekeptrubbingmybackfightingwith



thepain,Ijustclosedmyeyesasthepain

justsubsided.Icouldfeelthepanicinhis

voice,onthatnoteheevengavemea

massagewhichmybodyappreciated.Iset

stillashemadebreakfastformewithjuice]

thankyoubutIdon’thaveanappetite.

Mike:[panicking]Pleasejusteatsomething,

I’m beggingyouforthesakeofthe

pregnancy.

Me:[Isetup,slowlyandate]Thankyoufor

beinghere.

Mike:Isthisthefirsttimeyoufeelthispain?

Me:No,I’vebeenfeelingitforthepasttwo

days,I’llgoseeadoctortomorrow.



Mike:Ineedtogetyouaninsidenurse,this

painyoufeelisworryingme.

Me:[hiseyeswerefulloflove,itmademe

wanttobemoresickjusttogethis

undividedattention,justlikeI’m gettingit

now]alright[alltheyearsI’veknownNakedi,

healwayswantstotakecareofmeandit

frustrateshim,whenhecan’t.hecan’t

separatefrom me,ourheartsareaddictedto

eachother]YoumayleavewhenMme,gets

here.

Mike:[chuckles,takestheplate]Don’tmove,

justrelax.

Me:[Ijustsetupandsmiledashisphone

rangandit’smyvoiceontheringingtone



pluswearestillhiswallpaper]Yourphoneis

ringing.

Mike:[comesfrom thekitchen,looksatit

andgoesbacktothekitchen,thencomes

back]canwepleasegotoourmedicalroom

soIcanexamineyou.

Me:[I’m goingtomanipulatehim untilhe

decidesthathisgoingtoliveinthishouse,I

slowlywhileholdingmybacktriedgetting

offthecouch,thenhejustscoopedmeup.I

gotafreeridetothemedicalroom,thendid

histhing]I’m finereally.

Mike:Yourbackisstartingtofeelthe

pressureofthebabiessoyouneedtobe

extracareful,butyourhighbloodpressureis

comingdownnicelybutitneedsmorework.



Me:Pleaselookafterthekidstomorrow

morning,IhavetogotoKimberlythereisa

show.

Mike:[irritated]Weshallsee.
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Hedidn’targuewithmeaboutKimberlyhe

justtookhiskidsandleft.soIdecidedtogo

tobedearly.ThenextdayIwokeupand

bathed,woreatightdresswhichnicely

exposedmyassetswithnudeheelsanda

clag.Iwentdownstairsandthehousewas

empty,Imadebreakfastandate.Afterwards

Iwenttothegarageandtherewerenocars.

Me:WHATTHEHELLISGOINGONHERE!



SecurityLady:Allthecarswentforservicing

today,ithappenseverymonthonthisday.

Me:Bloodymike!!!Callmeacabplease,I

needtogototheairport.

SecurityGuy:thereis aMichaelwhois

demandingtoseeyou.

Me:[Iheldmyheelsandstartedlookingfor

ataxitonoavail,timewasrunningoutand

IfeltlikeI’mgoingtomissmyflightsoI

tookaliftinMichael’scar]Pleasedropme

offonthenextturn.

Michael:[locksthecardoors]Youthinkyou

canjusttakemybrother’smoneyand



dignityandrun.

Me:[uncomfortable]whatareyoutalking

about?Hegavethemoneytohischildren

notme.

Michael:[drivesuptothemountainand

throwsheroutofthecar]B*tch!DieB*tch!

Me:[Idon’tknowbutIwasrollingdownthe

mountainandfinallyIhitatreethenpassed

out]

***************Mike****************

Icamebackfrom workwiththechildren,I

foundthehouseemptyapparentlytheywere

takenforservice.Iwentinsidethehouseto



searchforReneilwebutshehadleft.I

didn’twanttopryonherbusiness,Iguessit

justdawnedthatshecangoanywhereshe

wants,whenshewants.Imademybabies

foodandlikewisetheycriedastheydidn’t

seetheirmotheraround.Ihushedthem to

sleepaswithourheartsbroken.Isaidmy

prayersandcoveredher.Thenexttwodays

weresilentasshewasn’tbackandneither

didshecall.Allmyworriesweredialled

downthismightbehernewhabit.Security

Lady:Hellosir,wereceivedacallingfrom

NandithatMrsMarynevermadeitto

Kimberlytwodaysago.Wetriedhertracker,

Ithinkshethrewitinthenearbymountain.

Me:Lookaftermykids,letmegoand

searchforit.

SecurityLady:Hereisthemapwhereit’s



locatedalready.

Me:Don’tworryI’llfindit,[Igotinsidemy

carandheadedtotheexactspot.Nothing

preparedmeforwhatIfound,Marywaslying

behindsometree.Herskinalreadypaleand

pulseweak.Iscoopedherupandrushhome

tothemedicalroom.shehadneckand

brokenrip,rightlegandheadinjury.This

posedadangertothepregnancy.SoIcalled

upafewofmyfriendsandgaveheran

emergencyC-sectioninanacttosavethe

babies.Itwassopainfulputtingthem inthe

incubators,theyarebarely5months.Asif

that’snotenough,Maryisalsoinacoma.

Mylifecouldn’tbemorepain.]

Nurse:theyhavelessthan40%chanceto

liveandyourwifeisn’trespondingto

treatment.



Me:Don’tyouthinkIknowthat?

Nurse:I’m sorryhere,I’llbeheadingback

tothehospitalnow.

Me:Alright,thanksforcoming.[theyallleft

andIwasleftwithjustherstepmother]

HerStepMother:Thisisallyourfault,you

justhadtodivorceherdidn’tyou?

Me:Excuseyou?Yourmannerlessdaughter

ledustothispointintime,herstupidityis

nowevident.Iaskedhernottogoandshe

did.Aswespeakshe’sthereasonwhyour

eightkidsareonthevergeofdeath.if

anythingIblameyoufornotwarningher.



HerStepMother:Youshouldbehappy

becausewithoutthem,youwewillkeep

yourwealth.

Me:Goonbitethehandthatfeedsyou,You

willnottellmewhattodoinmyownhouse.

Ifyoucan’trespectme,getoutandstay

out.

HerStepMother:Thisismydaughter’s

housealso,Iwillnotleaveherathertime

ofneed.

Me:Don’tworry,she’llbeoutofthecoma

tomorrowmorningandyoucanalltakethe

nextbustowhereveryouwanttogo.



HerStepMother:Wearetakingthekids

withus.

Me:I’dliketoseeyoutrytotakemy

children,Iwillfightyouandyourdaughter

anyhowyouwantit.

HerStepMother:Shedidn’tmeantohurt

you,shemadeamistake.Butdivorcingher

wasonanotherlevel.Youhurthertoo,you

rapedherforyears.

Me:AndforthatIhavewoundstoproveit,

youdon’tgettoaccusemeofthatone.

HerStepMother:Justdon’tseparateher

from herchildren,itwillputthelastnailto

thecoffinplease.Ifeltsoangryaboutthis

wholething,howcouldshetrustMichaelof



alltheenemieswehave.Sheshouldn’thave

gottenintothatcarinthefirstplacebutI

can’tstopherfrom beingstubborn.Ijust

playedwithmytwins,whydidIevenhave

tolovesuchacomplicatedwoman?One

whocan’tthinkwhenitactuallycounts.

AroundPre-midnightIbroughtheroutofthe

coma,soshecanseehergoodintentions.All

thelovehasturnedintoresentmentand

disappointment.2hourslatersheopenedher

eyesandtouchedherstomach.Iallowed

hertocryherlungsoutandmovedin.

Reneilwe:[Inbetweensobs]I’m sorry.

Me:whatareyousorryfor?puttingmy

childrenintomisery,lookatthem.theycan’t

breatheReneilwe,Ihateyouforthis.You

neverlisten,youjusthaveyourownhead.If

Ihadn’tfoundyou,youwouldn’tbealive



alongwiththem.EverythingIfeltforyouis

deadandburiednow.

Reneilwe:Pleaseforgiveme,Iwasstupid.

Me:It’sokayReneilweMokoena,Iwill

transferyoutohospitalandyourmedicalaid

willtakecareofyou.whileIwatchmy

chil….[atthatmomenttheheartmachines

startedbeepingandtheirhealthdeteriorated]

Pleasefightfordaddy,don’tleavemeplease.

Reneilwe:I’m sorry,pleaseforgiveme,I

madeamistake.

Me:Iforgiveyoufornowbutiftheydie,you

willneverseethetwinswithoutsupervision

untiltheyare19yearsorolder.



HerStepMother:[comeswithanointedoil

andanointsthebabiesheads,suddenlythe

machinesstopbeeping]Youtwoneedtostop

fightingforthesakeofyourchildren,they

cansensethistensionbetweentheirparents.

Reneilwe:Nakedi,I’m sorrypleaseforgiveme.

Me:Yourright[Ijustleftandpunchedthe

wallasmylifestartedcrumblingdown,I

wenttomyprayerroom withmyremaining

childrenandprayedformykids]
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Thenextfewdays,Iwatchedmykidsclosely

andReneilwerefusedtobetransferredsoher

motheristakingcareofher,helpingherbath

andallsortsofthings.Myyoungoneseat

dropsandIchangetheirbandagesthreetimes

adaybecauseIdon’twantanyriskofinfections.

Reneilwe’smotherconfrontedmybrother,he

didn’tdenythrowinghertherebutshespiced

thestorywith,weslepttogetherandshe

refusedtogetoutofmycar.EventhoughI

knowit’salie,Iwon’tliftafingerinthat

direction.

HerStepMother:Canweallhaveatalk?

Me:No,Ihavenothingtosaytoyouoryour

daughter.

HerStepMother:Pleasehearherout,she



regretsthiswholething.

Me:Ifthishouseisn’tbigenoughtoshare,I

mightaswellmovemychildrentothehospital

andgoliveinaflatwithmychildren.

HerStepMother:[goesandcomesback

pushingReneilweonherwheelchair]Pleasejust

listen.

Me:Idon’twantto,Ican’tstandthesiteofyou.

Reneilwe:CanIpleasegetpainkillers?My

wombisgivingmeahardtime.

Me:Therearepainkillersinyourmedicinebag,

itwouldhelpifweavoidedeachotheruntil

furthernotice.



**************Reneilwe**************

IregretevergettingintoMichael’scarforalift,

Mychildrenwerebornwithouttheirlungs

properlyworking.MyNakedican’tstandthesite

ofme,hehatesmeanddespisesmeevery

chancehegets.ItriedprayingbutIjusthave

self-condemnation.Ispoketomyspiritual

father,hesaidhisprayingforus.butIcan’tsee

myselfwithNakedianymore.Mymotheris

tryingbutIknowshecan’ttakecareofmeand

ignoreherlife.Totopitallof,mymother

doesn’tbelievethatIdidn’tsleepwithMike’s

brother.Ijustwenttothekitchenandcooked

withthehelpofcourse.Myfatherhasspoken

toMikethatweshouldtrytofixourmarriage.

Mike:[entersthekitchenwithadoggybagwith

McDonalds,putitinthemicrowave]



Me:IknowyouhatemeandI’mdeeplysorryfor

everything.

Mike:Idon’thateyou,allwecandoisbecivil

witheachotherforthesakeofthekids.

Me:Pleasegivemeanotherchance,giveour

marriageanotherchance.

Mike:[Chuckles]Idon’tloveyouanymore,

puttingourkidsindangerismydealbreaker.

Youcandateanymanofyourchoice,your

beautifulandintelligentbutthisdivorceis

happening.

Me:[crying]Idon’twantanyoneelse,Iwantyou.

PleaseI’lltryhardertostaycommitted.



Mike:Idon’tloveyou,allIfeelissympathyfor

thenextmanyou’regoingtodate.

Me:Irefusetogiveuponus,Iknowthatwecan

stillloveeachother.[heleftthekitchenandwe

dishedupforeveryone,Ifedthetwinsand

tackedthemintobed.Ijustcouldn’tsleepsoI

justsetinmydarklivingroom]

Mike:[walksinfromthekitchenandturnson

thelight,eatinghisplate]sittinglikethiswill

strainyourlegandneck,youshouldliedown.

Me:IwouldifIdidn’tdreadthatMichaelwould

comeandfinishhisgoodwork.

Mike:[chuckles]Whatwereyouthinking?I



meanwhatpossessedyoutogetintohiscarin

thefirstplace?

Me:desperationformoney.

Mike:Wowatleastsomeofusarebenefitting

fromyourpain.Threecoursemealseveryday

canreallymakeamanhealthy.

Me:[Ijustkeptquietandlookedoutthewindow,

thelastthingIneedistohearmorehurtful

wordsfromhim.whenhewasdoneeating,he

disappearedtothekitchenandcameback]

Mike:[looksatherforawhileandturnsaround

goestotheguestroom]

Me:[Ipushedmyselfintotheliftandtookitto



themainbedroom,Itriedchangingintomypj’s

butitwassopainful.Icriedasthepaingotall-

overmybody,Ilookedatmyweddingringand

sawwhatamessIputmyselfin.itookmypain

killersandtookaliftdownstairs,asIopened

thefridgeIheardfootstepsandshivered,I

closedthefridge]

Michael:Youjustcan’tseemtodie.

Mike:[turnsonthekitchenlights]Youseemto

likehurtingmyfamilymorethananything.

Becauseofyoumykidsarelyinginside

incubators.Youmustbeaproudunclearen’t

you?

Michael:[ashamed]ButIthoughttheywer….

Mike:theirmineandtheirfightingfortheirlives



becauseofyou.WhydoyouhatemeMichael?

Youalwayswanttomakemylifehell,why?

Michael:I’msorryman,Ididn’tknowtheywere

yours.Ihadnointentionsofhurtinginnocent

souls.[heopensthedoorandleaves]

Mike:Hewon’tbecomingback,soyoucan

relax.

Me:[intears,shakinglikealeaf,Ijustnodded]

Mike:[takesabottleofwaterandleavesthe

kitchen]

Me:[Afteranhour,Ifollowedhimtohisroom

andclimbedonthebednexttohim,thenclosed

myeyesuntilmorningcame.Imusthavedied



becauseIwokeuptohimstaringatme.itwas

ascaryfeeling]Iw….

Mike:Youdon’thavetoexplain,Iunderstand.I

spoketoourspiritualfather,herebukedmefor

tryingtodivorceyouanddemandedthatIfix

thingswithyoubutIjustneedtimetogetover

myself.

Me:[Ihadnowordstosay,Ijustcouldn’t

believethatthisishappeningtome.mostofall

IwasgratefulthathespoketoourmanofGod

andI’mgratefulthatGodhasgrantedme

anotherchanceatlove]

Mike:Healsosaidweshouldcomeandsee

himforcounselling,Ithinkweshouldgothere

onTuesday.



Me:[Icouldtellhewasuncomfortableabout

thiswholesituation]whataboutthechildren?

Mike:I’llgetsomeonetolookafterthem,don’t

worry.

Me:[Itriedtouchinghishandandhemoved,

heartbroken]IknowImessedupandI’msorry

foreverythingIputyouthrough.Ipromisethat

itwillneverhappenagain.

Mike:Ihaveanurgentconferencecall,Ineedto

attendto.

Me:Nakedipleaseforgiveme.

Mike:Thingscan’tjustsnapbacktonormal,I’m

justnotreadyforallthisrightnow.
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Heleftmeinbedandwenttodohisthing.

BeforeTuesdaymyfathersaidIshouldtell

him thetruth.Idon’twhatgotintome,what

mademecheatonmyhusbandandthe

worstpartwillbetellinghim thatIwentto

Mpumalangaandwehadafeastwithmy

uncles.Hewon’tforgivemeforallthese

things,Maybeheknowsthat’swhyhis

divorcingmeinthefirstplace.Ijustwantto

tellhim andbefreeofthisguiltand

Officiallystopmyrelationshipwiththatother

man.ThefactthatIsleptinanotherman’s

armsisenoughtosaythatIbetrayedhim.I

mightnothavesleptwiththeguybutthe

factthatIkissedhimjustmakesmefeela

lotguilty.

Me:Mikecanwepleasetalk?



Mike:[closeshislaptop]I’m allears,whatdo

youwant?

Me:IcheatedandliedtoyouwhileIwasin

NewYorkwithanotherman,Ialsowentto

Mpumalangatoseemyuncles.

Mike:[calm,lookingathisshoes]Iknow

already,youwerehavingagoodtimewith

myprivateinvestigator.Atleasthewas

honestenoughtotellmeandapologizebut

you.

Me:Iregreteverything,Idid.

Mike:Youshouldhaveendedthingswithhim

ifyouregrettedit[takesadeepbreath]See



whythismarriagecan’twork?IbelieveI

deservebetterthanthis,Imeanwhatisthat

thingthathehasandIdon’t?

Me:Nothing,Idon’tknowwhatgotintome.

Mike:Yourtearsdon’tmoveme,youmight

considernotcryinganymore,ifanythingI’m

gladmychildrenarealreadyoutofyou.Now

wecanjusthaveacleanbreak-up,I’ve

appliedtothedivorcecourt.HopefullyI’llbe

outofyourlifepermanently.

Me:Iknowyourangrybutpleasedon’tbe

angrywithme,I’m sorry.

Mike:[Takesoutabottleofwhisky]Our

marriageisbeyondrepairnow,Ican’teven

lookatyouwithoutthinkingofmyservant



puttinghandsonthequeen.[drinkshalfofit

andstopsastearsfall]IthoughtIcouldtake

thisbutIcan’t,theonlywomanI’vedreamt

aboutinmyentirelifebetrayedme.[drinking

more]IthoughtIwasstrongbutyoujust

brokemehere[pointingtohisheart]You

weresupposedtobemyprostitutenow,I

thoughtIwasdonesharingyoubutIwas

wrong.

Me:[Icouldn’tbaretolookintohisbloody

eyesashistearsfellonmyaccount,his

wordtoremeaparttoo]I’m sorry.

Mike:Iknowyouralwayssorrybuthowcan

Ierasethefactthatanothermansawyour

nakednesswhileyou’resupposedtobein

mybed?Ispentthewholemonthlooking

foryoulikeamaddog.Infactgetoutof

mysite,ReneilweMokoenagetoutofmy



bloodysight.

Me:[Igotonmywheelchairandsnatched

thebottleoutofhishand]IloveyouandI’m

sorry.

Mike:[snatchesthebottlefrom her]Atleast

itismoreloyalthenyoucaneverbe.

From thatmomenton,hecamehomewith

adifferentwomaneverydayoftheweek,

7daysaweek.Itpiercedmyhearttosee

him likethisandIpraythathedoesn’tget

Aidsfrom allthesewomenhepicksup.One

timehewasbroughttothehousepassed

out,thisissoscaryandit’sallmygood

work.Hemovedthechildrentothehospital

becausehesuddenlybecameincapable.

Thisisallmyfault,Ishouldn’thavebroken



hisheart.Ispoketoourfatherandhesaid

hisprayingforusbutIdon’tknowifprayers

canfixmyproblem.Myneckandlegare

healingnicelybutmyribhurtsnowand

thenmustbethetearsIutterwhenhe

comeshomedrunkwithaprostitute.

HerStepMother:Stopcrying,thisisn’tyour

faultanymore.

Me:Howdoessomeonesosanegetso

brokenbecauseofsomeonelikeme.

HerStepMother:Youmadeamistake,he

shouldjustforgiveyouandstartbeing

responsibleagain.

Me:Ilovehim evenmorenowthathis

broken,Ican’thelpit.



HerStepMother:Youroutofyourmind,You

shouldjustforgetaboutthismarriageall

together.

Me:Ibelieveit’snotoveryet,hemightbea

drunkardnowbutIknowthereisagood

manhiddeninhisheart.

HerStepMother:Attheratehischanging

women,I’m surehehasAidsorwillgetit

verysoon.

Me:WellthenIwillsharetheaidswithhim.

HerStepMother:Youhaveyourkidstotake

careoffremember?



Me:You’llneverunderstandbutIlove

Nakedi,hismyhusband,thefatherof

children.

HerStepMother:Ican’tstandforthis,I

haveadate.

Me:Enjoyyoureveningmother.[shetook

herbagandleft,thenthesecurityguards

broughtapassedoutMikeintothehouse,

theyplacedhim onthecouch]thankyou,

pleaseclosethedooronyourwayout.[4

hourslaterhewokeupandvomitedonthe

floor,Icleaneditupandgavehim

headachepills]you’llfeelbettersoon.

Mike:whyareyoustillinmyhouse?

Me:[teary]Ibelonghere,wherevermy



husbandisthat’swhereI’llbe.

Mike:YouknowIbuiltmywifeaBnband

shecheatedonme,Imeanam Ithatbad?I

thoughttheBnbwouldbeasurprisebutshe

surprisedmefirst.

Me:Ithinkweshouldgetyoubathedand

intobed.

Mike:Ican’tsleepwithoutateddybear

[searchinghispockets]whereismyphone?

Ineedtomakeacall.

Me:[sniffing]Nope,todayyou’regoingto

bathandeatyourfood.

Mike:[triestostandbutfallsbackonthe



couch]IguessI’lleatfirst.

Me:[Iwenttothekitchenandbroughthis

plate,heatethefoodthenfellbackonthe

couchandstartedsnoring]OhLordhelpme

fixthis,lookatmyhusband.Pleasehave

mercyandforgivehim [alloffasudden,he

startedcoughingoutblood]Security!!!HELP

MESOMEBODY!

Securitylady:Ohsh*twhatdidyoudoto

him?hejustateyourfood.

Me:[Igotupandrushedtothekitchen,

tooksomemilkandmadehim drinkit]

ComeonMikedon’tdothistous.[Iforced

theMilkintohismouthandfinallyhedrank

it,whichmadethebloodcoughstop]



Mike:[startscoughingagain]Inthemedicine

carbonatebringmethebottlewiththe

greenlid.

Me:[Iwenttothekitchenandbroughtevery

medicineIfound,thenhelpedhim drinkthe

onehewanted,heavybreathing]

Mike:[heavybreathing,startscrying]Whydid

youcheatonmeReneilwe?Wasn’tIman

enoughforyou?[getsonhisfeetwhile

tearsarestillfalling]Ican’tbesober,Idon’t

wanttorememberthispain.
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*******Loveispure,kind,patient,itneverkeeps

recordofbeingwronged,itisvictoryonits

own******



Hewenttothebarandstarteddrinking

again.Whathaveadonemara?everyonein

hisfamilyandminestartedresentingme,my

motherjustmovedouttwomonthslater.So

forthepastthreemonthsit’sbeenmeand

thekidswiththeirdrunkardfather.The

worstpartisheknowgetsintofightsandI

alwaysbailhim out.Mychildrenarenow

7monthsandthetwinshadtheirbirthdaylast

monthwithoutanycelebrationsbecauseI’m

beingnamedawitchbecauseofMike’s

condition.

Mike:[comeintothehousewithaprostitute]

Hereweare,Ihaveanicehouseneh.

Me:[Idraggedthewomanoutofmyhouse

andpushedMiketothefloor]Ifyouever

comebacktothishouseIwillkillyou.[I

wentbackintothehouseandsnatchthe



canoutofhishand]You’vebeenadrunkard

for4monthsnow,doyouwanttokill

yourself?

Mike:what’syourproblem?I’m drinkingmy

moneynotyours.

Me:Iwillnolongertakethisfrom you,

you’reafatheroftenpeople.

Mike:OhIforgothowaremychildren,are

theywell?

Me:We’reallgoingtodieandleaveyou[I

tookagunandwenttothenursery]You

don’twantafamilyright,I’m goingtodo

youafavourandkillallourkidsandmeso

thatyoucanhaveanicelife[Ishutthedoor

inhisfaceandfiredtreeshotsintoapillow



onthewall]

Mike:[bangingonthedoor]

Reneilwe!!!Dineo!!!Neo!!!DON’TDIEPLEASE,

I’M SORRYPLEASEDON’TDIE.[Bangingon

thedoor]PLEASEI’LLSTOPDRINKINGAND

FIXMYLIFE,NOTMYFAMILYPLEASE.

Me:[Isetinsidetheroom withmychildren,

silentlyfortwohoursashesobbed,thenI

openedthedoor]

Mike:[huggingthem allatthesametime]I’m

sorry,Ididn’tmeanitI’m sorry.Ican’t

affordtoloseallofyou.

Me:IgetthatIhurtyoubutpleasedon’t

hurtyourself,punishmenotthem oryou.



Mike:Iloveyou,Ican’tpunishyou.

Me:it’senoughNakediyoumadeyourpoint

clear,nomoreprostitutesinmyhouse,no

morebottlesinmyhouse,nomorevomiting

onmycarpetplease.

Mike:[huggingthem eventighter,withhis

heartbeatingoutofhischest]Pleaseforgive

meforbeingangryatlife.

Me:Iwaswrong,youwererightbutthis

nonsensedrunkardthingisgoingtogetyou

underthebus.

Mike:whyareyousopatientwithme?why

don’tyoujustgiveuponme?



Me:BecauseIloveyou,you’rethebest

thingthat’severhappenedtomeandIhate

toseeyouatyourlowest.

Mike:Areyousureyouwantmeback?

Me:Ineedyouback,Iwantustofixthis

forourchildrenwhoarebeingreleasedfrom

theincubatorstomorrowmorning.Wehave

tenchildrennow,wecan’taffordtobe

childish.

Mike:CanIgetakisstoshowthatyou

acceptmeback?

Me:[Iplacedthekidsdownandweshared

anemotionalkissthatbroughtfreshtearsto



ourcheeks]I’msorry.

Mike:[huggingher,sniffing]I’m sorryfor

cheatingwithallthosewomen.

Me:Idon’tcare,whatmattersisyourback

inmyarmsnowandI’m neverlettingyou

goagain.

Mike:[squeezesherasswhilebitinghis

lowerlip]Imissedthis,tonightwehaveto

celebrate.

Me:Yeah,butfirstlyyouneedtotakea

showerandwearnewclothes.

Mike:Canwetaketheshowertogether?



Me:[Iplacedthekidsintheirplayareaand

lockedthedoors,thenwewentupstairsto

ourroom,clothesflewoffourbodiesandwe

madeup,everywhereeveninourbathing

water,trulyspeakingImissedhim touching

melikethisandwefinallybathed,then

changedourclothes.Wewentdownstairs

handinhand,setonthekitchentableand

atewithourchildren]Thankyouforallthis.

Mike:ThatwasamazingbutIbelievetonight

willbeevenbetter.

Me:Areyoucomingwithmetothehospital

tomorrow?Wehavetonameandmake

medicalcardsforourbabies.

Mike:[holdingherhand,stilleating]doesthis

meanyouwon’tdivorcemeanymore?



Me:You’renotthedivorcetypemylove.

Mike:Ihaven’tseenyourmother,whereis

she?

Me:shemovedoutamonthago.

Mike:Wasitbecauseofme?didIoffend

her?

Me:No,itwasherpersonaldecision.

Besidesshedidusafavournowwehave

fununinterruptedeverywhereandanywhere

wewant.

****************Mike****************



ThepastfewmonthsI’vebeeninadark

spaceofhurtbuttheheartbreakcouldn’t

prevail.EvenmyenemiesthoughtIwas

goingtobewrittenoffasadoctorand

everythinginbetweenbutoutofthiswhole

worldtherewasMarymywife,shenever

gaveuponme.Shewouldholdmyhand

evenwhenIfighther,shejustunderstood

mewhenIdidn’tthinkIunderstoodmyself.

TheloveIthoughthaddiedwasrevived.

Whatshedidtoday,drawthelineformeand

remindedmeofhowimportantsheistome.

Reneilwe:[comesfrom thekidsbedroom

aftertackingthem in,smiling]Areyousure

youwanttosleepnexttometonight?

Me:It’sbeenawhilesinceI’vefeltthis

whole,[shelaidonmychestanditwas



lightsoutforbothofus,ThenextdayIwas

wokenupbyhergentlehandsonmychest]

it’smorningalready?

Reneilwe:[smiles]comeonwehavetobath

andheadtothehospital.

Me:Ihaveahorribleheadache,Ihopeyou

haven’tbathedbecausewe’retakinga

showertogether.

Reneilwe:Ifwecantalkaboutthat,wewill

belate.Actionsspeaklouderthanwordssir,

comeon.

Me:[Isqueezedherhandandmadeeye

contact]Thankyou,Iappreciateit.



Reneilwe:AndI’m verygratefulthatthe

storm isover,nowthatwe’redonewith

thaterawecanloveeachotherandbebetter

people,there’snotimeforSpeechesnow,

wakeupMrStein.Ineedtocleanupand

getyoufed.

Me:WhathappensifIdon’tgetoutofbed

MrsStein?

Reneilwe:[giggling]Yourtestingme,Iwill

leaveyousir.

[02/21,17:29]Wdz: Insert74

Ilikeplayingwithmywife,IfeellikeI’ve

takensomuchforjustakissandasleep

overwithotherman.ItickledherasImissed

herlaughter,shejustlaughedandtearsjust

escapedmyeyestothinkIcouldhavemade



herkillherself,Ifeltselfishformakingher

sufferlikethat.SheistheonewomanIcan

crytoandshewouldstillcallmeastrong

manandneverdoubtmebecauseofmy

weakness.Idon’tknowhowbutthatthought

justmademesobwhilelyingonherthighs.

Reneilwe:[caressinghisback]Babewhat’s

wrong?[teary]No,Nakediit’senoughnow,

let’sjustmoveonfrom thepastevents.

Me:I’m sorryfortryingtoreplaceyouin

myheart,I’m sorry.

Reneilwe:[sitsnexttohim onthefloorand

takeshishand]whatmattersisyouare

herenow,ImeanI’vealsodonesomepretty

badthingstoobutself-pityistheworst

disease.Youknowthere’sthisnursewho



alwaysgivesmetherunaroundwhenIvisit

thekids.

Me:[relaxed]what’shername?

Reneilwe:ItoldherthatI’m theboss’sbae

andshestillgavemenastylooks.

Me:Shedoesn’tknowthatyoucarrysigning

rightstofireherwithimmediateeffect,I

don’tneedpeoplelikethatinmystaff.[we

wenttotakeashowerandatebreakfast,

thenwewereofftothehospital,Iopened

thedoorforherandplacedthekidsinthe

stroller]Iloveyou.

Reneilwe:Aowaputithere[tappingher

mouth]comeon,I’m waiting.



Me:[itwassofunny,sheclosedhereyes

andpulledmeclose,wesharealongkiss

thattooksomeone’shootingtostopus,we

lookedathim andthenwalkedintothe

reception]

Receptionist:[shocked,throwswhatshe’s

eatingtothebin]Sir!

Me:I’lldealwithyoulater,whyisthere

longlineshere?

AnOldWoman:[standsupwithastick]They

arenothelpingus,thedoctorsareonlunch.

Ican’thelpit,I’vebeenhereforthethird

timeandIstillcan’tgetmypills.



Me:[angered]PleasesithereMama,[I

turnedtothereceptionist]CALLALLTHE

DOCTORSTOTHESTAFFROOM ANDCALL

HRTOPREPARE9WRITTENWARNINGS!!!

[shecalledthem andtheyappearedfrom the

cafeteria]HELPTHESEPEOPLE!!![The

patientsjuststartedmovingandrejoicing]

Mmedon’tjointheline,I’llhelpyoumyself,

letmeseeyourfile.

Reneilwe:[smiling,whispering]I’m soproud.

From thatmomentonwardswehelpedall

thepatientsandIfeltsobadbecauseI

didn’thaveanytimetodolunchwithmywife

whosetinmyofficethewholeday.asif

that’snotenough,thehealthinspectorcame

afterIrealised16writtenletters,from

cleanerstodoctors.Sothehospitalwasjust

spotlessandthepatientswerehelped,happy.



Around9pm inthenight,Isignedinthenight

staffmyself.AndfinallyIgottoseemy

preciousyoungones.

Reneilwe:[hugginghim from behind]You

mustbeverytired,I’m sorry.

Me:Yousavedmealot,imagineifthe

inspectorfoundthehospitalindisarray.

Reneilwe:Thetwinsaresleeping,Canwe

pleasenameournewbabiesasplanned.

Me:[Ilinedthem from girlstoboys]You’ll

nametheboys,I’llnamethegirls.

Reneilwe:[pointingatthem onebyone]

Relebogile,Reaororisa,Rethabile,Refenste.



Me:[Iledthem asInamedthem]Oreratile,

Oratilwe,Onalerona,Owarona.[wefinishedoff

everythingwithathanksgivingprayerwhile

theymadetheirownlittleparty.They

screamedtheireardrumsout]Ipromiseno

morechildren.

Reneilwe:[tryingtocalm thekidsdown]my

breastsaregoingtogetsaggynow.

Me:[Ihelpedherbreastfeedthem,afterwards

shelookedsodrainedandtired,kissingher

forehead]I’msorry.Theyarewellenoughto

gohome.Butfirstweneedsomeonewho

canhelpyouwiththem whileIcomekeep

aneyeontheempire.

Reneilwe:[sleepy]Theysuckmesodry,yet



Ifeedthem threetimesaday.

Me:[herbreastswereclearlyhurting,her

veinshadpoppedout,Ifeltsobadforher.I

scoopedherupandtookeveryonetothecar.

Idroveushomeandastiredasshewas.My

womanmadeusdinnerandIfeedthekids.

bythetimeIgottobedshewasalready

snoring.Ihelpedhersleepproperlyandshe

sleptpeacefully.Ididsomeresearchonmy

woman’sconcern.ThelastthingIneedisfor

hertofeelinsecureaboutherbodyandlow

confidence.]Bingo!

Reneilwe:[turnstolookathim]Pleaseput

downthatlaptopandfrom todayonwardsno

moreworkinginourbedroom.ComeonI

wanttobeinyourembrace.



Me:[withthatsaid,Iremovedthelaptop

andembracedher]Goodnight.[thenightwas

justpeaceful,Ievenwokeupinthenight

andhadasnacktowelcomethemorning,

thenwesleptuntilheralarm rangwhichgot

onmynerves]Maryyouralarm isirritating.

Reneilwe:Whenyousleepalone,youlearn

towakeupanddoyourchoresjustintime.

[getsoffbedandtakesashowerthenheads

downstairs]

Me:[Iheardpeopleshoutingdownstairs

withthemonitors,Iworemyvestandshort

pants.AsIcamedownstairsMichaelwas

stranglingmywifewithmyparentsenjoying

it,Ikickedhim offherandshestarted

coughing]WellI’dbedamnedsoyouallhave

thegutstocometomyhouseandstrangle

mywife?Youhavedaredme,I’m done



playingstupidwithyou.

HisParent:She’snotyourwife,youdivorced

herright?

Me:NoIdidn’tdivorceher,Ichangedmy

mind.

Michael:whythehelldidyoudothatfor?

Me:Onedaywhenyouhave10children

withawomanthatlovesyoujustasmuch,

you’llunderstand.

Michael:[looksathisparents]Youralways

advisingmewrongly,youtwoareevil

[stormsout]



Reneilwe:[collapse]

Me:[Iattendedtoherandshehadproblems

breathing,IperformedCPRonherandthat’s

whenshestoppedbreathingalltogether.Her

heartwasbeatingthough,soIrushedherto

ourmedicalroom andIgaveheranoxygen

butherbodywasn’tresponding.SoIcalled

anambulance]Reneydon’tdothis,youhave

tofightforus.Babe[after30mins,shejust

wokeupbreathingheavily]Youscaredme.

Reneilwe:whathappened?howdidIgett….

OhGodmylunchisburning.

Me:[shejustgotuplikenothinghappened,

rushedtothekitchenwithmefollowing]

whatareyouhidingfrom me?



Reneilwe:[calm,steeringthepot]Wedon’t

knowyetbutshesaiditmightbeatumour.

Me:[Ifeltsocoldlikesomeonejustpoured

mewithcoldwater]Sothisisn’tthefirst

timethisishappening?Whatelseareyou

hidingfrom me?

Reneilwe:Isometimesforgetthings,that’s

whyImakealist,sometimesIfeellikemy

mindisheavy.

Me:[tearsjustescapedmyeyes,thesigns

werestaringatmebutIwastoodrunkto

seeit]Areyoutakingtreatment?

Reneilwe:Irefusetotakeanytreatment,I

knowthatGodwillhealmeifhestillwants

meinthisearth.



#mostpeoplearen'tafraidofdeathbuthow

theyaregoingtodiebutasformeIhaveone

deathwish,toleaveinpeaceandmykidstobe

ingoodhands~Reneilwe

[02/21,17:30]Wdz: Insert75

Theshameandpainjustformedusa

beautifulsteamysession.Thisisn’t

happening,I’m notgoingtolosemywife

notinthislifeorthenexteven.Wewokeup

ineachother’sarmsonthedinningroom

couch.Imadeherbreakfastandfedthe

babieswhileshewassleeping.Itooksome

bloodfrom hertoesinceissheadeep

sleeper.ItookittothescanintheMedical

room andasIwasabouttoreceivethe

results,sheenteredallsmiles.



Me:Iwaswonderingwhenyouweregoing

towakeup.

Reneilwe:Lastnight’shoneymoonkeptme

socomfortable,Ididn’twanttowakeup.

Me:Letsgobath,wehavetofetchthekids

from thehospital.

Reneilwe:Mytoehurtssobad,IthinkI

mighthavetowearsleepersthewholeday.

Me:Asitpleasethequeen,[theresults

cameandshewasclean]Youarefine,

thereisnotumourhere.

Reneilwe:Areyousure?Don’tjokelikethat

please.



Me:Yes,youarejustexperiencingtheafter

effectsofearlybirth,it’sgoingtopasssoon.

Reneilwe:Iheardthatwomenwhoare

breastfeedingshouldbeveryintimate.

Me:Youdon’twanttogotherewithme,

believeme.[wewentupstairsandtooka

bath,thenbathedthetwins,thenwetookthe

familycarandflattenedtheseatstomakea

bedforallthetenkids]Areyouready?

Reneilwe:Ihopeso,wegoingtohavealot

ofsleeplessnightsforthenexttwomonths

orso.

Me:Thetwinsdidn’tgiveussuchproblems



whywouldtheirsiblingsbelikethat?[we

drovetothehospitalandIcheckedthe

rosters,madesurenooneisslakingon

theirwork.ThenIdischargedmybabies]

Theylooksogrownnow.

Reneilwe:Lookathowpeoplearestaringat

us,canwegohomealready?

Me:Yes,sincewehaveaphotoshootwith

allourbabies.

Reneilwe:CanIfeedthem realfoodnow

thatthey’redischarged?Theyaredraining

me.

Me:Don’tworryI’llbeheretohelpyouand

we’lltaketurns.



Reneilwe:Soundslikeagreatidea.

Me:[wetookthekidsanddrovehome,then

placedthem intheirnurseryandmadesure

theyarecomfortable.Idecidedtopostpone

thephotoshootandtookpictureswithmy

phone.ThenweateandReneilweslept

whileImadebottlesandplacedthem inthe

warmer,Iheardaknock]Comein.

Michael:Isitsafetocomein?

Me:Comeinbrother,You’reanuncleoften

peoplethereisnotimeforgamesanymore.

Michael:[comesinwithballoons]Didyou

welcomethem?



Me:Ihavetenbabies,I’m suretheywill

wakeupthiswholeneighbourhoodtonight.

Michael:Withyourtenkidsthereisnoneed

formetohaveanykidsmos.

Me:Pleasestopjoki…[Iheardthetwins

cryingandIpickedthem outoftheir

playingarea]Givemethosenappies.

Michael:[holdshisnoseashegiveshim the

nappies]Damn.

Me:[Ichangedtheirnappiesandtheywent

backtotheirtoys]Howlongareyou

planningtoholdyournose.



Michael:Youdothisfortenpeople,the

smellmustbedangerousman.Imeanwhat

areyoufeedingthem?

Me:Besidestheirmother’sbreastmilkand

purity,nothingelse.

Michael:Icametoapologizeforallthe

nonsenseI’vedonetoyouman.

Me:[theinfantsstartcrying]Nowisthetime

toapologizecome.[wewenttothenursery

andmybrotherhelpedchangetheirnappies,

thenhushthem tosleepagain]

Reneilwe:[standingatthedoor,relaxed]I’m

suretheywon’ttellthedifferencebetween

thetwoofyouverysoon,Howareyou

Michael?



Michael:[ashamed]I’m sosorry.

Reneilwe:youcanapologizebybaby-sitting

whileI’m gone,Ihavebookedmyselfafull

bodymassage.I’llbebacklater,Mxaaa.

Me:Babeyoucan’tdothis,[shejust

laughedandminuteslaterIhadhercardrive

out]Nowyoureallyhavetostay.

Michael:Thiswillteachyouaveryprofound

lessonbesidesshedeservesabreakshe

carriedallthispeoplealone.

Me:Weneedtofeedthem whentheywake

u…[thekidsjuststartedscreamingatthat

moment.Michaelhelpedwherehecould



thoughhewascluelessattimes.wecalmed

thefireandtheyate]Shhhh…

Michael:[placesthebabiesbacktosleep

anddragsmikeoutofthenursery]Ihope

youhaveastrongwhiskeyhidden

somewhere,bra.

Me:Onedaywithyournephewsandnieces,

[laughing]Andyouralreadycomplaining.

Michael:I’m nowhereneardaddymaterial.

Nandi:Knockknock,isanybodyhome.

Me:HelloNandi,thanksforcomingtobaby-

sit.



Michael:[staringatNandifrom topto

bottom]I’vejustfoundmywifeman.

Me:[theywerebothstaringateachother,

it’slikeIwasnotevenintheroom]Oookay!

Michael:[goesononeknee]Iwillnotwaste

anymoretime,willyouNandiMarryme?

Nandi:[smiles]Yes,IwillmarryyouMichael.

Reneilwe:[ululatingassheentersthehouse]

Congratulationsmaan.

Me:amImissingsomethinghere?

Michael:She’sthewomaninmydreams,



[theyhugeachotherwithtearsfalling]Ifound

youfinally.

Nandi:finallyI’m complete.

[02/21,17:30]Wdz: Insert76

I’veneverseenthissideofmybrother,his

beenwithwomenbutthisisthefirsttime

hismentionedmarriage.Aswewerestill

gettingusedtotheengagement,they

shockedusmore.Theyinformedusthatthey

aregettingmarriedthisveryday.Luckily

Reneilwehadjustpickeduphernew

weddingdressdesignsfrom thesupplierand

itfitNandiandMichaeltookoneofmy

suits.Weaccompaniedthem toHome

affairswheretheysaidtheirvowsand

signedtheirmarriageagreement.Everything

happenedsofast,wewentbacktothehouse

intheneckoftime.



Reneilwe:Ican’tbelieveyoujustgot

marriedgirl.

Nandi:It’sbeenalongwaittrustme,Besides

formeIjustwanttobewithhim,Idon’t

careaboutallthisformalities.

Reneilwe:MrsNandiphaStein,welcometothe

familymaan.

Me:Iseeyouladiesaregettingcomfortable,

BabecanIhaveanear?

Reneilwe:[followshim tohisstudy]Ye…[he

justkissesherbeforeshecansayanything

else]Babe.



Me:Canmybrotherandhiswifelivehere

justuntiltheycanfindtheirownplace.

Reneilwe:Fourhandsarebetterthanone,we

arefamilynowbesidesthehouseisbig

enough.

Me:You’readiamond.

Reneilwe:Neverforgetthat,inyourentire

being.

Me:[wewenttothelivingroom andthey

weremakingout]Comeon,therearemany

roomsinthishousechooseone.

Michael:You’rethebestbrotherever[scoops

hiswifeandtheydisappeartothe



guestrooms]

Reneilwe:theregoesmyspurday

appointment.

Me:Icouldgiveyousomethingbetterthena

spurdayyouknow?

Reneilwe:WehaveTenkidsonboardno

timeforseductionandforeplay.

Me:Thathurtsbad.

Reneilwe:Youshouldhavethoughtabout

thatbeforemakingmepregnant.

Me:I’m sorrynana,nomorepregnanciesI



promise.

Reneilwe:[removeshishandonherwaist,

seriousface]Nicetrybutwehaveinfantson

board,nottodayNakedi.

Me:Am Ibeingdeniedmyrightsasyour

husband?Ican’tbelievethis.

Reneilwe:[meltsintoasmile]Yourheavy

babyplusI’m onmyperiodscomeon have

mercy.

Me:Youronefertilewomanandyou

capturedmyheartyouknowthat?

Reneilwe:Idon’tknowmyhusbanddoesn’t

spoilmeanymore,noflowersorchocolates.



I’m startingtofeellikesomeonehastaken

myplaceinh…

Me:Icouldbuyyouawholeroom with

flowersbutyouareworthmorethanjust

flowers.

#THESTEINHOUSEHOLD

Theygetacallfrom afriendtochecktheir

son’sinstagram post.Astheydotheyfind

weddingpicturesofMichaelandawoman

gettingmarried.Thiscomesasashock

becausetheydon’tknowthewomanand

secondlythattheywerenotinformedabout

allofthis.Theytrytocallbothsonsbut

theygetvoicemailwhichsoundsintentional.

MrsStein:WehaveanotherAfricaninlaw,



whydoIhavetobesounlucky?Yourson

shouldhavemarriedthedaughterofMinister

Jones.

MrStein:Thesooneryouacceptthatyou

can’tcontroltheirlivesanymore,thebetter.

BesidesIwastoldthatIhavetengrandkids

now,Ihavenotimeforsuchtalks.

MrsStein:Yesandthisnewwomanis

probablygoingtogivemysontenormore

childrentoo.

MrStein:Thatshouldn’tbeaproblem

becauseifyoumakeitone,wewillnever

seeourgrandkidssochangeyourattitude

please.

MrsStein:[smiles]Iguesswecannow



makemorememoriesatthebeachhouse.

MrStein:That’sthespirit,wehavetofix

ourrelationshipwithourchildren.

MrsStein:IneedtogetabettercarsoIcan

takemygrandkidstotheparkandtea

parties.

MrStein:[chuckles]Theyarebarelyaware

thattheyareoutofthewomb,theyneedto

be6monthsormoreforsuchtrips.

MrsStein:Ineedtogoshoppingandbuy

them somepresents.

MrStein:[hisphoneringsandheanswers]

Congratulationsson.



Michael:WearesohappyDad,Iwon’tbe

cominghometonight.

MrsStein:Thiswomanisalreadyagood

influence,forthefirsttimeyourreporting

thatyou’renotcominghomebesidesyou

needyourownhomenow.

Michael:MeandNandiarenotinanyrush.

MrStein:Congratulationsareinorder,treat

herlikeaqueenplease.

Michael:Iintendtodojustthatdad,thank

youbye[hangsup]

MrsStein:theirgrandfatherwasrightwhenhe



saidthattheywillchangethemomentthey

stepintotheirdestiny.

MrStein:Doyoumeanthattheyarenotjust

ordinarychildren,theyreallyhavethegiftof

God?

MrsStein:Weneedtowakeupandgo

backtoourChristianfamilybecause

rememberhewarnedthathesaidthey

mightcutallconnectionswithusifwedon’t

jointhem spiritually.Ican’taffordtolose

mytengrandkids,Idon’twanttomissthe

opportunitytobeagrandmothertothem.

MrStein:saywhateveryouwantbutI’ll

nevergobacktoourpreviouschurch,they

arerudeandhavealotofpride.Insteadof

tellingusaboutGodtheykeeptellingus



aboutotherministers.Thereisnolovein

thatchurchandthewayit’sgoingtheywill

scatterverysoon.

MrsStein:Don’tbeoffendedoryouwillfall

sick,You’retherockofoffensetherefore

yougiveoffencenotreceiveit.Helpmehelp

youplease.

MrStein:Thewisdom youpossessis

strangesometimes.

[02/21,17:30]Wdz: Insert77

WhileIwasmixingupastorm andmy

husbandwasangrybecauseIwouldgive

him someaction.Thekidshavebeen

keepingusonourtoes.NandiandMicheal

havebeenmoaning,groaningallweeklong

whichiswhatdrivesMikecrazy.Hereally



isn’ttakingthisnointimacythingbutreally

everytimeIfeedthekids,Ifeeltired.I

knowhewakesupatnighttohelpmebut

I’m tired.Thesecurityguyscameand

reportedthatmyinlawsarehere.

Me:Nakediyourparentsareatthegate,

shouldIallowthem in?

Mike:[irritated]DowhateveryoulikeRee.

Me:Pleaseletthem intothehouse[Ikept

thedooropened,theydroveinand come

intothehouse,Iwasgladthattheirhead

becauseIcanfinallygetabreakfrom

runningtothenurseryeverynowandthen]

Thankyousomuchforcoming.

MrsStein:Wewouldliketoap….



Me:Noneed,Yourgrandkidsareonthe

seconddoorfrom thestairs.[givingthem the

bottles]theirnappiesareinthere.Thankyou

somuch,feelfreeplease.[Irushedupstairs

beforetheycouldrefusedandcalledmy

grumpyhusbandtoourchambers]Areyou

stillangryatme?

Mike:[closesthedoorbehindhim]You’re

starvingmeReneilwe,Ifeelfrustrated.

Me:Saynomore,becauseIfeelthesame

way.[wehadasteamyandmuchneeded

sessionwhichleftusbreathless]

Mike:[kissesherneck]Thankyou,Maybemy

parentsshouldcomeheremore.



Me:Yes,sowecanhavemoretimeto

ourselves.

Mike:Ican’tbelievetheyhaven’tcriedina

straighthour.

Me:Iwentforpreventionsyesterdaysothat

wecanjustenjoy.

Mike:Yeah,weshouldgosleepatourbnb

tonightjusttoseehowthingsaregoingon

thatside.

Me:IhavetheperfecthandsondecksoI’m

notgoingtoevenstressmyself.[wewent

totakeashowerthengotdressedandwent

downstairs]greetings.



Nandi:Youlooksorelived.

Me:whywouldn’tIbe?Igotthebestin

lawsintheworld.

Michael:[chucklesindisbelieve]Really?

Me:Theyaredoingwondersinthenursery

brother,Ijustgotsomemuchneededsome

muchneededvitamins.

Mike:[comingdownthestairs]Theyreally

perform miracles,oneofthesedaysmy

wifeandIwilltakeasecondhoneymoon.

MrsStein:[comesfrom thenursery]Heyold

kids,MikeandReneilwestopbathingmy

grandkidsearlyinthemorning.justwake



them upandwipethem andletthem sleep.

Yourroutineismakingthem sick.

MrStein:Secondly,changethisnappybrand.

Itmightbethebestforyoubutitgivesmy

grandkidsrush.Thirdlyopenatleastone

windowinthenurserytogetinsomefresh

air.

MrsStein:Lastlymakethem lieontheir

stomachsotheycanbecomfortable.

Me:[smiling]NotedParents.

Mike:Areyoujoiningusforlunch?

MrStein:Yes,weare.



MrsStein:WelcometothefamilyNandi.

Nandi:[shy]Thankyoumother.

Michael:You’rereallygoodatthisnursery

thing.

MrsStein:Nothinggivesmemorepleasure.

youandyourbrotheraregrown.Youhave

yourownminds,youfindsittingwithus

boringbutmygrandkidsdon’tsharethe

samethoughts.

MrStein:Wearejustwaitingforthem to

starttalkingandwearemovingbacktothe

ourholidayhousepermanently.

Mike:Youdorealisethatthathousehas



fivebedroomsright?Youhave10grandkids

andsoonyou’llhavemore.

MrStein:Wehaveenoughresourcestohost

ourowngrandkids.

Michael:Bythesoundofthat,Icantellthat

you’reveryexcited.

MrsStein:Whynot?Camping,fishingtrips,

bikingandadventuregames.

Me:lookslikewereallygoingtoa

honeymooninthatcase.

Mike:Yes,onthesandsofHawaiiorthe

Bahamas.



Nandi:I’m sureyou’regoingtohavelotsof

funthere.

Herstepmother:[enterswithherplusone]

HelloFamily.

Me:hellomother,howareyouparents?

Sebastian:Wejustcamebackfrom

Mozambiquesoweareverytired.

Michael:wearestarvingRee.

Mike:[laughs]You’reafoodworm shame,

areyousureit’snotmedical?

Michael:Mxm!Youbetterrespectme,I’m



twominutesolderthenyou.

NandiandMe:[laughing]Doesitevenmake

adifference?

MrsStein:Apparentlyitdoes.

HerStepmother:whendidthishappyfamily

happen?

Mike:Mustbemytenkids,itwilltakea

villagetoraisetenpeople.

Me:Lunchisserved!

Michael:That’smyqueue!



#wefighthardandloveharder.Ifyoucan’t

forgive,you’renotworthyofbeingforgiven.

Ourfamilyisn’tperfectbutit’sthesmall

thingsthatkeepustogetherafterlove.You

can’tbeprefectifyoudon’thavelove,

becauseloveisperfectionitself.Remembera

mindhostiletoGod[whoislove]isdeath.

Thereforeifyoucan’tloveyouaredeadand

cannevergivelife.You’relikeapoisonthat

keepskillingwaitingtobekilled.Makeup

yourmindit’seitheryou’rewithGodornot.

RememberJesusdefeateddeaththerefore

don’tbringitintoyourlifevoluntarily.

THEEND


