
Thebataungwives

Intro

Im mymothersflower.Agirlamongs6boys.My

fatherwasawellknownmaninourvillage.He

isgoodwithpeoplethatsometrusyinhim to

solvetheirfamilyissues.Myfamilyisntpoorwe

areavarageandwecanaffordalotofthings

myfatherisjuststinch.Hedoesntlikeover

spendingevenifyouworkhardforwhateverhe

promisedyou.Beingtheonlygirlchildishard

believeme.Isleepinthekitchenwhileallmy

brothershavetheirownroom eachoutside.Im

thefifthbornchildandagoodlookingyoung

women.Ifinishedschoolingrade12thentook

allthehousechoresasiawaitedmyhusband.

Myfatherdoesntbelieveinwomenwhowork,

hebelievesawomensplaceisinthekitchen

andhavingbabies.Idonthaveaproblem

becauseim verymuchdomesticatedandilove

takingcareofmypeople.Chancesofmebeing



abductedarelowbecausemybrothersdont

allowmetofetchwateraloneeitherim withone

ofthem ornowater.

Iwokeupearlytodayandthewaterwasready

outside.Itwasraininglastnightsoimanaged

tofillinthebigwashingtubs.Idontwashfor

myparentsjustmybrothersandi.Itookall

theirclothesandmineandwashedthem .When

theywokeupiwasalreadydoneandsweeping

thebigyard.Myfourolderbrotherswerenot

aroundsothetwotookthelivestockout.We

havealotofcowsandsheepsjustafew

chickens.

Wheniwasdonemom wasdonemaking

porridgeforusall.Thehousewasalreadyclean

soididnthavemuchtodo.Aftereatingwetook

a2litreoffrozenwaterandwenttooursmall



farm.Thatsjusthowmylifeislikebeingthe

onlychild.Idohavefriendsbuttheonlychance

ihavewiththem iswhenigototheriveror

whenitsthedecemberholidaysbecauseweall

knowthatsthebesttimeinsouthaftrica.

Mynameispalesakananeloleballo.Im 20

yearsoldfrom tshirelainQwaqwaalsoknown

asphuthaditjhaba.Tagalongasitellyouall

aboutmymarriagetothebataungfamily.The

richestandbiggestfamilyinourvillagethe

bataung.Itisnteasybutwhichnarriageis?

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Inmyworldim aprincess,ihavealovingfamily

andihaveanythingineed.Butinrealityim non

ofthat.Im thefirstbornchildof3girlsand

2boys.Therelationshiobetweenmysistersand

iistough.Togethertheyarebestfriendandim

justthethirdwheel.Basicallyim ignoredandim



thatchildwhohastoomuchresponsibilities.I

havetoomuchonmyshouldersbutwhoam i

tocomplain.Ileftschoolwhenmymother

startedgettingsick.Shewashivpositiveand

myfatherwasworkinginthecity.Heonlycame

hometwiceayear.Decemberholidaysand

easterholidays.Heisneverthereforour

importantdayslikeotherparents.Mom usedto

sayhehadmultiplewomeninthecityandhe

wouldhither.Idonotwantthatlifeformyselfi

refusetohavethat.Iknowmylifeisntgoingfar

sincemydreamsarenowinvalid.Iwantedtobe

ateacherbutlookatmenow.Myteacherused

tosayishouldstopdoubtingmyselfandnot

followmydream.Iwasverygoodatmathsand

scienceandthatwhyshesaidishoulddream

big.Butlookatmenow.

Myfatherhadlosthisjobafewmonthsback

andheisnowbackhomeandmymotheroooh



myungreatfulmotherim nownothinginher

eyes.Shehadonceaskedherbrotherto

arrangemarriageformebutitfailedbecause

myfathermanagedtostopher.Shedoesntlove

measmuchasshelovesherownkids.Yes

overtheyearsivelearntthatim aproductofan

affair.Mybirthmotherleftmewithmyfathers

familyasshelefttochaseherdreamsand

honestlyidontcareanymore.Ihaveaproblem

withmyself-esteem andconfidence.From

beingunlovedandneglectedthatstobe

expected.Myfatherownsabout20cows,15

sheeps,5goatsandalsochickens.Wealso

haveasmallgardeninourbigyardthatsupply

uswithvegetables.

Mynameisrorisangtselanemajoro.Im 18

yearsofageandim from tshirelaQwaqwa.

Comealongasitakeyouthruthehardshipsof

marriage.BeingmarriedtoBataung



01.

RorisangtselengMajoro.

Idishedupformysiblingsandcoveredtheir

food.Ihadalreadyservedmyparentstheir

supper.Icheckedthedrum ofwaterim doing

twotripstoday.Itsalreadylatebutiknowits

safeinoirvillage.Icarriedthefirstbucket

homeandtheyweredonecleaningthegarden

andwerenoweating.Iputtheboilongdrum

andstartedthefireforbathingwaterihad

alreadytookmybath.Theniwentformylast

trip.Theriverwastoofarbutiwasusedtoit.I

passedagroupofguyslaughingofcoursethey

didntpayattention.Ialsopassedafewcouples

onthewayitstheirtimenowoncheckingup

eachother.Iturnedaroundbecauseiknew

someonewasfollowingmebutididntsee

anything.



Ifilledmybucketwhilesomegirlswere

swimmingsomefetchingwatersome

gossipingaboutboys.Beforeicouldputthe

bucketonmhheadiwascoveredwithablanket

andthegirlsstartedscreaminginexcitement.I

knewwhatthismeantforme.Marriagewitha

stranger.Iwaskickingandcryingwhilebegging

them toletmegobuttheywerejustlaughing.

Wewalkedforalongdistancethatievenfell

asleep.

Iwokeupwheniwasputonabed.Iopenedthe

blanketandtheguywasalreadywalkingoutof

thedoor.Ihavenoideawhotookme.

Traditionallythisislegalbutithinkitwould

havebeenmuchbetterifaguyaskedagirlout

thenstarteddatingandthenmarriagemight

follow.Butheythisismysituationnow.Agirl

aboutmyagewalkedinsmiling.Itwasalready



darkoutside.Imoveddownwiththeblanket

andsatbehindthedoor.

Her:hiim tebatso..shesmiledandialready

knewwhichfamilyitis.Thebataung,thereare

about8unmarriedboys5areyoungerthanme.

Theonlyproblem withthisfamilyisthatalmost

alltheguysarearroganttheyhavetoomuch

ego.Shegavemeaplateoffoodandasked

aboutwhereim from.Shewassuprisedwheni

saidiwas18andsheis19.Aftereatingshe

showedmetheshowerandbathtubandnew

clothesandbroughtblanketstoo.Theoneiwas

wearingwasnewandexpensivemostlygiven

asgiftsortoanewbride.Shefixedaplacefor

metosleepwhichisthefloorbutitwas

comfortable.

Iwasdeepinmysleepwhenthedooropened

andlocked.Thepersonmovedtotheother

room whereibathedat.



Wheniwokeupthesunwasalmostout.I

packedmyblanketsneatlyandputthem inthe

closet.Iwentbacktomycornerandsatdown.

Whenhewokeuphecheckedhisphonethen

lookedatmeandilookeddown.

Him:Rorisang.Hesmiled.Howdidyousleep.

Me:goodandyou?

Hesmiledthenstoodup.

Him:goodtoo.Hewaswearingshortswithout

ashirtandilookeddown.Heplayedmusicon

hisphonewhilelookingforclothes.Itookouta

plasticbagfrom identityandplaceditnearme

andanotheronefrom jet.

Him:youcanwearthatafterbathingandyou

cancheckthem andtellmeifyouneed

anythingelse.Inoddedandcheckedtheclothes.

Iveneverwornanythingthisexpensivebefore.

Therewerebeautifuldresses,skirts,shirtsand



underwearwithshoestoo.Thejetplastichad

bathingessentials.Ifixedthebedforhim ashe

wasatthebathroom thenresumedbacktomy

position.Someoneknockedthecalledoutmy

name.Iopenedanditwasthaysister.Shegave

metwoplatesofbreakfast.Therewascoffee

breadeggsandsomemeat.Iwaitedforhim to

comebackandweatetogether.Hedidnttalk

muchivenoticedthat..

Him:im letlotlobytheway.Hesaidand

continuedeating.Thismeanshewasthefirst

borniknowbecausethesecondis

lehakwe,puleng,mohauthentebatso.Therest

im notsurehowtheyfollow.Letlotloisthequeit

andseriousoneofthem all.Hewasabusiness

menwhileotherswerenoteventhatserious.

pulengthesisterisawidowandateacher

alongwithmohauandlehakweisadoctorthat

lovedwomen.



Iwaswatchingamovieonhislaptopwheni

heardarguementsoutside.Icouldntswitchit

offsoiquicklyfixedthebedandsatdown

behindthedoor.Thedooropenedandabout

threeolderwomenwalkedinalongwithtebatso.

Women:yousaidsheis18?Howcanntate

allowthis?Letlotloisveryold.

Tebatso:helangmama.Hesaidhelovesher.

Heloveswhome?Pityim goingtorunaway

whenigetthechance.Theonlychanceiknowi

wouldgetisifigofetchwaterbuttheyhavea

tankhereandtheirwaterisveryclean.

Women:mmmhsheisbeautifulthouim suremy

grandkidswilllookbeautiful.

Shesmiledandtheotherwomenlaughed.

Women2:ihopeletlotlodidnttouchyou

becauseitisntallowed.



Tebatso:comeonmama.

Me:hedidnttouchme.

Theyallsmiledandsangwhilewalkingout

tebatsoremainedbehindandchangedthe

movie.Shewenttotheclosetandcameback

withsnacks.

Her:heboughtthisforyou.Itookoneand

sharedwithher.Wewatchedthemoviethen

shebroughtlunchformethenitookabath.I

worethelongreddressitwasabitsmallsoit

wastight.Shegavemeaheardscarfandwe

wentout.Iwasgoingtocooksupper.

Theyardwasbigandbeautiful.Therewere

smalloutsideroom inthebackyardandthe

oneicamefrom wasntsmallorbuildlikethe

otherones.Thiswasaverybigfamilyand

luckilytebatsoishelpingmeandshowingme

aroundthekitchen.Iwonderwhodidthechores



athomebecausemysisterwherespoiledthey

cantevencook.Theolderwomenwhosaidi

wasyoungsatinthekitchen.Imadehertea

withalittlelemonandshethankedme.

Her:im letlotlo'smotherandthisonetoo..she

pointedattebatso..

Iwentaroundthefirewithadishofwaterand

towel.Istartedwithletlotloandthenfollowed

byhisyoungerbrothers.Tebatsowasserving

thewomeninsideandherfather.Iservedthem

foodexactlythesamewayandhadmineinthe

kitchenwiththegirls.Whem weweredone.

Theywashedtheirdishes.

▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪

Ifailedtorunawayinallthethreedaysandit

meantiacceptedthemarriage.Honestlyletlotlo

isagoodandqueitpersonormaybeits



becauseidontknowhim much.Hegaveme

moneyandboughtmenewclothesandshoes.

Healsogavemeacellphonebecausehewas

goingbacktothecitybecauseofwork.Iwas

goinghometodayalongwithsomefamily

elderstoinform myparents.

Itwasveryearlyinthemorningwhenwearried

bytaxiofcoursetheirtaxi.Myfatherwashappy

andsoweremysiblings.
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RorisangTselengMajoro

Itsbeenawholecleanmonthsincethewhole

ubductionthingandmymotherisnothappy.

Sheisnowoverworkingmeihardlyhavetime

tomyself.Letlotlocallsmetwiceorthreetimes

aweek.Heevensendsmemoneyeveryweek

andihaventusedit.Im sureihavecloseto



R5000inmyaccountwhichhasbeendryfor

almostayear.Aftergrindingthemealiemeal

andwentandtookachicken.Thisisonethingi

hate,iknowafterkillingitiwonteatbecauseof

allthebloodisaw.Icheckmyphoneagainand

hehasntcalled.Iwalkintothekitchenandstart

cleaningthechicken.MytwinSisterstheyare

17...theywalkoutwearingmynewclothes.The

onesihaventwornyet.

Me:katleho,koketsotheystopandlookatme

thenlaugh.

Koketso:mamasaidweshouldwearthem.

Me:theyaremyclothes.

Lookatmeim alreadycrying.Theylaughatme

andwalkout.Iknowtheyarealreadydating.

*whyareyoursisterswearingyourclothes.*its

ansmsfrom letlotlo.Thatmeanaheishere.

*whereareyou?*isitdownandwaitforreply

butnothing.Ifinishthechickenandputit



outsidetogetreadyitsfasterthatway.Ialso

cookedthebrownpapandspinach.*whatare

youcookingim hungry.*anothersms.

Sigh...whereishe?Ilookaroundnothingheisnt

here.

*pap,chickenandspinach.*isendback..iwait

forreplynothing.

Aftercookingitakethepotsinside.Therehave

beenincidentsofyoungboyssneakinginand

stealingpotsorevenchickens.Ifetchhotwater

forbathing.Ilookforthenewclothesandthey

arenothere.Itakeoutoneofmybestskirts

andshirtandwrapmyheadwithascarf.My

hairisamessyetihavemoneyonmyaccount.

Iarriveattheriverandim earlytodaythereare

nottoomuchpeople.Goingbackhomemy

parentsaresittingoutside.Idishupforthem its

alreadygettinglateandihaveonemore



bucketstocarry.Iwalkfasttotheriverandthe

twinsarenowtherewithagroupofboysand

girlstoo.Iliftupmybucketbutsomeonetakes

it.Ialmostjumpbutstopwheniseewhoitis.

Letlotlohelookdifferenttoday.

Him:letsgo.Hesaystakingthebucketand

lookingbehindmeandclickshistongue.He

doesntsayanythingtillwearrivenearmyhome.

Heputsthebucketofwateronmyhead.

Him:goandcomebackiwillbewaiting.Inod

andgohome.Iemptythebucketandtakeafew

centsandgoout.Heisnowstandingoutsidea

bigblackbmwcarandthereisataxidownthe

streettoowrittenBataunginboldletters.

Him:didyoueatIshakemyheadno.Heopens

thedoorandgivesmeaboxfrom kfc.Heopens

andtakesoutapieceandstarteating.Itakea

fewansstarteating.Itshardtalkingtohim



becauseheseemsangrynow.

Hegivesmejuicewhenwearedoneandwipes.

Him:whyareyoursisterswearingyourclothes?

Me:theyjusttookthem.

Him:mmhandthererestofthem?

Ilookeddown.

Me:theytookeverything.Heclickedhistongue

againandlookedatmyhead.

Him:youcango.Hesaidalreadygettingintothe

car.

Followingdayiwokeupearlierthannormal

becauseisleptearly.iswepttheyardiwas

suprisedtoseemyauntswalkinpushingtheir

bags.

Aunt:Roringwanaabuti..shesayshuggingme.

Igiggleandtakeherbags.Imaketeaforher



quicklyandgooutsidetopreparefirefor

porridge.Ifinishsweepingandmakingporridge.

Iwalkedinthehousecarryingthethreefootpot

withporridge.

Her:whendoeveryonewakeup.Sheclicksher

tongueandtakesthesteelcupandspoon.She

goestothegirlsroom andstartmakingnoise.I

hearinsultsthencriestilltheirmotherwalksout.

Sheisoutofwordsandembarrased.Shestart

cleaningthehouseandthegirlsgoandfetch

water.Im happyrightnow.Sheaskabout

letlotloanditellheraboutwhathappened

yesterdayandshegetsangrytellingthem to

returnthem.

Longdaybutgoodday.Ihaventbeenthis

happyinawhilenow.Ilovemyfathersfamilya

lofbecausetheyaretheonlyoneswhocare.I

tookabathlateraftermafinishedcooking.We

atetogetheroutside.



Myauntallowedmetogooutatnighttosee

letlotlobecausehedidntstopcalling.She

advisedmetoleavethebroom outsidesowhen

iarriveinthemorningisweepinsteadof

knockingthenshewillopenthedoor.Imagine

that.Iworeoneofthedressesheboughtand

walkedoutanditwasrainingoutside.Itwas

verydarkandicouldntsee.Heturnedonthe

lightsfrom hiscarandiwenttoit.Heopened

thedoorfrom insidethenigotin.Hegavemea

toweltowipemyselfanddroveoff.

Hisroom isalwaysneatandsmellingfresh.He

gavemehisshirttochangebecauseiwasabit

wet.Myunderwearwaswettoo.Hewentoutas

ichangedthencamebackwithhislaptopbag

andsomebowlwithsnacks.

Him:areyounotfeelingcoldgetinsidethe



blankets.Ididandhegavemethebowland

putinamoviesonthelaptop.Hetookout

anotherandstartedtypingonit.Iwasalready

sleepybeforethemoviefinished.Iputthebowl

awayandlaptop.Thenislept.

Ifeltthebedmoveandhepullesmetowards

him andcuddledme.Icouldntsleepproperly

becausetheshirtkeptongoingupexposingmy

bareass.Ifellasleepwheniturnedaroundand

putmyheadonhischest.

Wakinguphewasholdingmetightlywhile

snoring.Somethingwaspokingmystomach.

Mymovedmyhanddownandhestopedme

laughing.

Him:sorry.Hekissedmynoseandmoved..

Me:whatisit?



Hesmiledandshookhishead.

Him:nothing.Whyarentyouwearingpenties?

Me:theywerewet.Iansweredlookingaway.He

broughtmyfaceupandkissedmeididnt

respondtillhebitmylowerlip.Ilovekissing

him itnice.Hemovedhishanddowntohisshirt

andsqueezedmyassthenmovedittomyback.

Imoanedandhestopped.

Him:goodmorning.

Ismiled.

Me:morning.Hegotoutofbedandlookedout

thewindow.Hetookoutapairoftracksuitsand

wenttothebathroom.Hecamebackafteri

wasdonefixingthebed.Helookesreallygood.

Ialsowenttotakeashowermyclotheswere

wet.Heknockedoncethengavemetracksuits

almostlikehis.



Palesakananelolebello

Thereissomegossipgoingonaroundthe

villagethattheremightbeaweddinggoingon.

Itssummersoitsexpected.Sheisluckytoget

marriedtothebataungfamily.Dadsaidmy

olderbrothersarecoming.Honestlyifeellike

theyarecomingbecauseofme.Itookmy

bucketsandwenttofetchwater.Likealways

girlsweregossipingaboutpeople.

Ijointhegirlswhowerewashingandtakea

swim.Whenmyfriendsarriveijointhem.

Lesediandteboho.

Me:whoisgettingmarried?

Lesedi:letlotloimagine.Shestartcrying.Ooh

theyweredatinvbutletlotlobeingabusiness

manmeanthewouldalwaysbeaway.Lesedi

endedupdatingmybrotherandletlotlicaught



them.Beingthekindofpersonheishedidnt

fighther.Ibelievedheneverlovedherlesediis

theonewhopersuadedtherelationship.

Teboho:heismarryingthatgirlthetwinsolder

sister.

Les&i:what?

Teb:itstrueakerebamoshobedisitselast

month.Shewascryingshem...

Me:mxm sheistooyoung.

Lesedi:shewillknowmetoday..

Me:aowalesediyoucantbegoingaround

fightingformenwhenyouarewithmybrother.

Shesighedandwipedhertears.

Ishookmyheadthinkingaboutthisrelationship.

Mybrotherwillreallybedisappointedtohear

thathercrushisgettingmarriedtohisgirlfriend

ex.Mostpeoplefrom thevillageknewmy

brotherplannedonmarryingRorisang.



Theyaccompaniedmehomeandwewentto

thetuckshopforsnacks.Rorienteredtheshop

andlesedirushedtoherandstartedbeatingher.

Luckilysomeofthebataungboyswerethere.It

waschaoswhenoneofthem pushedlesedi.

Shestartedfightingthem buttheydidnteven

care.Rorisangtookherthingsandranaway

crying.Lesediwentawaytoocryingtebohoand

iremainedsittedandoutofwords.

Teboho:yoursisterpalesashoo.Sheclapped

herhands.

Ilaughednowsheismysister.Wetookthe

snacksandwenttomyhomewefoundlesedi

theretalkingandlaughingwithmyfather.We

joinedthem anddadleftus.

Teboho:maralesediyouaretroubleshame.

Lesedi:mxm im notdonewithher.
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Rorisangtselengmajoro.

Ivebeenbulliedmostofmylifeandigotused

toit.Itwasnormalformeandicouldntfight

back.Igotbeatenupforthingsididnteven

knowwhichwasnoexceptionyesterday.My

auntwasangrywhenshesawmyfaceand

bruisedstomach.Ididntevenknowthegirlor

whatididtooffendher.Im happyletlotlo's

brotherswerethereandsavedme.Eventhough

mybodyhurtsihavechorestodo.Iwokeup

earlytosweeptheyardandmakeporridgefor

everyone.Ikeptoncheckingmyphoneletlotlo

didntcallmeyesterdayortoday.

Itookthebucketandwenttotheriver.Thegirl

whobeatmewastherewashingblankets.She

immediatelystoppedandtalkedtoherfriends

theyallstoppedandlookedatme.Ifilledmy



bucketandcarriedit.Thethreeofthem came

andstoodbeforeme.Theyareobviouslyolder

thanme.

Her:yahwena.Iputthebucketdownand

lookedatthem withoutsayinganything.

Friend:justletherbelesediyouarewithmy

brother..

Shelookedatherfriend..

Lesedi:youwontunderstandpalesailove

letlotlo.

Oohtheyarefightingmebecauseofhim.

Palesa:finetheniwilltellmybrothertoletyou

gobecauseyouareplayinghim.Thenshe

walkedaway.

Lesedi:youareluckythistime.Shespatonthe

waterinmybucketandwalkedaway.Wiped

mytearsandfilledthebucketwithcleanwater.

Iwasscarednoliesthere.



Letlotlocalledintheeveningaskingmetogoto

hisroom laterhewillfindmethere.Doesntthis

guygettiredoftraveling?Iarrivedwhenitwas

darkandtebatsowaswaitingforme.Shegave

mekeystohisroom andleftmethere.He

arrivedlaterwithaboxofpizzaandsome

wingsfrom chickenlicken.Iveneverhadpizza

before.

Him:howareyou?

Me:im goodandyou?

Him:justtired.Mybrothertoldmewhat

happenedyesterday.Whywasshefightingyou?

Hereeat.

Hegavemethefoodiateandhedidtoo.

Me:shesaidshelovesyou.Hestoppedand

lookedatme.



Him:soyouwerefightingforme.

Me:iwasntfightingshewasididntevenlaymy

handonher.

Him:idontaratchetwifeRori.Ihopethis

doesnthappen.

Me:maybeyoushouldtalktoherbecauseits

youshewant.

Hestoppedeatingagain.Ourfirstlong

conversation.

Him:whoisshe?

Me:ithinkhernameislesedi.Shewantedto

fighttodaytoobutherfriendstoppedher.He

sighedandstoodupthenwenttothebathroom.

Iguesstheconversationwasover.Wheniwas

fulliputeverythingawayandgotintobed.He

camebackandgotintobedwithme.

Him:youaretired?Ishookmyheadno.Heheld

meclosertohim andkissedmyneck.



Him:lesediismyex.Im sorryiwilltalktoher

tomorrowshewontbotheryouagain.

Me:didyoudrivefrom joburg?

Hechuckled.

Him:noihavebusinessinharrismithanda

housetoo.Idontevenhaveaplaceinjoburg

butpretoria.

Me:mmhwhenlastwhereyouthere?

Him:iwasthereforthewholemonth.Soyou

wanttocomewithmejanuaryoryouwillstay

here?

Me:idontknow.

Him:youcanstayhereifyouwantbutsincei

spendmostofmytimeingautengiwantedyou

tocomewithme.

Me:iwillcomewithyou.

Him:thankyou.



Me:whydidntyoucallmeyesterdayortoday.

Helaughedandputhisheadonmyneck.

Him:iwasheldup.Youshouldcallme

wheneveryoumissme.Iknowyoumissme

sometimesdontdenyit.Ilaughed.

Me:whatifyouareworking.

Him:iwillanswerandtellyou.

Wetalkedalmostthewholenight.Heis27years

oldwehavea8yeargapbecauseiwasturning

19inaweek.Healsotoldmehisfamilywillbe

comingintwodaysmyfathercalled.

Hedrovemehomeveryearlyandisweptthe

yardtillauntopenedforme.Shetookoverand

toldmetochangebecauseherbrotherswere

comingforthelobola.Itookabathandwentto

thetwinsbedroom andsatinthere.Mycousin

nalediauntsdaughtercame.Shewillbe



attendingtomewitheverythingineed.Letlotlo

calledandtoldmehewasdrivingtosasolburg

tofetchhisuncles.Naledisawthemarksonmy

faceadstartedaskingquestions.Shewanted

metoshowherthepersonshewasthatloud

type.

Sheisverytroublesome.Thekindthatgive

sothogirlsabadname.Shetoldmeallabout

herlifeinvaalandherboyfriend.Unlikemeshe

wasexperiencedinthiskindofthings.Ivenever

hadaboyfriendbeforeandshehashad

multipleguysandsheknewallaboutsex.She

wasevenshowinghowtodoeverythingi

couldntstoplaughing.Weonlystoppedwhen

thetwinsgotinshehasneverlikedthem.Later

shegavemebathingwaterandfood.

Iwaswokenupbyletlotlocallingmeinthe



morningitwas8am.Ihadoversleptbutthen

againihavenothingtodo.Naledigaveme

porridgeitwaspreparedlastnightthebrown

oneitwasgood.Therewasalotofnoiseinthe

house.Apparentlyletlotlosfamilyaskedthat

theydothelobolatomorrowmorningthenthe

nextdayitwillbe"mahlabiso".Decemberwas

nearingsotheywantedtheweddingtohappen

earlydecember.Iwasgivenatraditionaldress

towearandasmallblankettowear.Theuncles

askedifwehadsexualrelationswhileivisited

him.Ifweeverdidtheywouldfinehim 6cattles

andahorseimaginetherobbery.Luckilywe

didnt.Hisfamilyhadcometodaywithasheep

whichwasslaughteredtomarktheaccassion

thatletlotloabductedme.Naledicouldntstop

talkingabouthowgoodlookingmyhusbandis

blahblahblah.Ididntevenhewasback.

Palesakananeloleballo.



Ihavetosayiveneverseenlesediso

composedwhileangry.Apparentlyletlotlohad

waitedforherinthemorningandtoldherstay

awayfrom hiswife.Shedidnttelluswhatelse

hesaidandim surewhateverhesaidiswhat

gotherthisangry.Weboughtchipsandsat

downattheshop.Myexmoahludiwalkedin

andsatnearme.Heismyfirsteverythingbut

heisveryannoying.Heusedtobeataxidriver

thenaherdboy.Soyoucanalreadyguessthe

typeofpersonheis.

Him:sepononosakaoxapmara?

Ikeptquietandsawtebohoandleseditrying

nottolaugh.

Him:whatdidieverdotoyou?ihearRorisang

tookyourmanlesedi..

Lesedi:heisntmymananymore.Wenaobua

haholoohlulakebopalesa.Hemovedcloser



andkissedmycheek.

Him:kemosadiwakao..sheisstillactingcrazy

now.Dontworrywenamabhebezaim goingto

marryyousoon.Lesediandteboholaughedas

hestoodupandwenttothecounter.Heput

2litreofcokeandcupsthencamebavkagain

withsnacksandmorechips.Weatewithhim

laughingthenhegavemeR200andleft.Iguess

wearedatingagain.Thisalwayshappenswith

us.Itsjustcrazybutidontlovehim anymore.

Whenwestarteddatingireallywantedtomarry

him butnowim notthereiwantamanwhowill

takemeawayfrom thisplace.

Iarrivedhomeandmybrothertlotlisowas

home.Ihuggedhim andstartedcooking.Isaw

lesedisneakingintohisroom.Laterhecame

andaskedthatidishupforher.Ididandafter

eatingshecameandhelpedmewashdishes

outside.Moahludicameatnightandiasked



mom tosleepout.Shelikedmoahludisoshe

agreed.Iwentoutandhewasinataxiit

belongedtothebataungfamily.Hewasntalone

too.Igotinandgreeted.Itswasmoahludi,

mohauandlehakwe.Lehakwewaslookingat

mesmiling.Wearrivedatmoahludihomeand

gavethekeystomohau.Hishousewasntthat

bad.Hewastheonlyboyto3sistersandthey

werenotpoor.istilldontknowwhyhehates

schoolandhavingarealjob.

Hisroom wasbiggerthanbefore.Hehadanew

couch,bigt.vscreenandabathroom too.They

haveeveninstalledawatertanktoo.

Him:mami.Hesaidcomingtothecouch.He

kissedmewhiletakingoffmyclothes.Imissed

thisimissedhim verymuchbutididntlovehim.

Ihelpedhim takeoffhisclothesandheworea

condom.



Whenhewasdonewithmeicouldntevenfeel

mylegsiwasshaking.Heisabeastinbed.

Him:whatdoyouwantfrom mepali?heasked

afterwetookabathtogether.Helendedmehis

shirt.

Me:whyareyouasking.

Him:ineedtoknowbecauseiwanttokeepyou

hereforever.Im doneplayingaround.Howlong

havewebeentogetherandbrokeupagain?

Me:yousaidyoudontwanttogetmarriedso

thereisntanythingyoucandotokeepme

forever.Hesmiledthenkissedmynose.

Him:iloveyoupalesasomuchsoiwilllookfor

aproperjobthenmarryyou.Wearegoingto

moveawayfrom thevillage.Howdoes

harrismithsound?Igiggledandgotontopof

him.

04



Rorisangmajoro

Iwassweatingfrom wearingthisblanket.Yesit

wasrainingoutsideandauntsaiditsablessing.

Ivebeenboundtothisbedfortwodaysnow.

Naledikeepsonbringingmenicefoodithink

shehasfoundaboyfriendaroundhere.Iheared

singingfrom myauntsthenahornwasblew.

Thatmeantthenegotiationwereover.Im really

notsurewhatishappeningwithmebutithink

im fallingforLetlotlo.Itakemyphoneanddial

hisnumberandNaledigivesmealook.He

answershisphonelaughing.

Him:mybeautifulwife.Spononosaka...theni

hearedlaughingonhisbackground.

Him:mamiletmecallyouback..

Hedroppedthecall.Ilookedatmyphoneand

threwitonthebed.

Naledi:whatisit?Thephonerangandi



answered.

Me:hello.

Him:im sorryaboutthat..youmissme?

Igiggled.

Me:yes.

Him:im onmywaybabeiwillseeyou

tomorrow.

Me:whereareyoucomingfrom?

Him:bloem..

Me:ihopeyouarenotdrivingwhiletalkingto

me.

Him:noim notdontworry.

Me:thatsbetter.

Him:ohkmylovecallmebeforeyousleep.

Me:iwill.

Him:iloveyouohk..



Me:iloveyoutoo.

Hekeptquiet.

Him:Rorisang.

Me:yes.

Him:saythatagainplease.

Igiggled.

Me:iloveyou.

Him:youdonthavetolietomeRori.

Me:im notlying.Iknowwhatim feelingitsnew.

Helaughed.

Him:ibelieveyoumamiiwillcallwheniget

home.

Me:ohkbye.

idroppedthecall.Naledistartedlaughing.He

soundedhappytoday.



Peopleweregoingupandaboutinthehouse.

Nalediwasnthereandahehasntgivenme

breakfastyet.Shedisappearedthemomentshe

gavemewatertobath.Iwaswearinga

beautifulredtraditionaldress.Idontlikeredbut

thisonewasbeautiful.Iwasstandingbythe

windowlookingoutside.Thereweretoomany

peopleandasmalltentwasputup.Isawmy

brotherspullingacowandasheeptolehakwe

andsomeofhisbrothers.Theyweregoingto

takehalfofthemeatandbringourhalfhere.

Whentheyweredonetheyleftwithsomeofmy

unclesandmalecousins.

Naledi:whatareyoulookingfor?

Shesaidwalkingincarryingplasticbags.

Me:im hungryNalediwherehaveyoubeen?

Shelaughedandgavemekfcpack.

Naledi:im comingfrom setsinglemothowaka.



Shegiggled.

Iatemyfoodlisteningtohertellingmeabout

thebrothersheisdating.Thetwinswalkedin

andchangedtheirclothes.

Naledialsochangedherclothesandleftme

aloneagain.

IhadfallenasleepwhenNaledishookme

awake.

Her:yourmothersfamilyishere?

Ijumpedoffthebedlikeiwasneverasleep.Ive

nevermetthosepeoplebeforewhatdothey

evenwant?Iknowmyfatherandhiswifenever

lovedmeliketheirotherkidsbuttheyraisedme.

Im thiswomenbecauseofthem.

Me:mymotheristheretoo?

Shelookedatmewithpity..

Her:im notsureidontevenknowthesepeople



im sorryimeanyourfamily.Buttheyseem well

offandoohthereisthisguyyoohheishothot

hotbutheismarried.Ilaughedforgetingabout

mytroubles.Therewasabitofnoiseand

shoutingicantbelievetheyareheretoruinmy

specialday.Theycouldhavecomewheni

neededthem most.Likethedaysandnightsi

spentlockedupinthechickenhousebecause

moneywentmissingandiwasblamed.Mylife

washellbutlookatmenow.Im gettingoutof

here.Nalediwipedmytearsandhuggedme.

WhenLetlotlosarrivedthefamilyhadalready

settledtheirproblem becausetheystarted

workingtogether.Theyevenbroughtgiftwith

them sayingtheywillbetheonesgivingoutto

thefamily.Therewassingingastheycalledmy

familyonebyone.Hisfamilyisreallyhuge.I

wasthelastonetobecalledout.IhadNaledi

thetwinsandsomeoftheunmarriedwomen



singingbehindmeasiwalkedoutbowingmy

head.Isatonthegrassmat.Tebatsoand

lehakwesmothergavemeutensils,grass

broom,headwrapsandblankets.Letlotlos

mothersameandgavemeabluedress,head

wrapandwhiteblanket.Sheaskedmetogo

andchange.Nalediandtebatsohelpedme

carryeverything.

Thedresswasntreallymysizeormaybeits

becauseiusuallybuyclothesbiggerthanme.It

wasverytight.Exposingmyassandcurves.Ive

alwayswonderedwhereigotthem from but

seeingmymothersfamilyiunderstood.

Ineedtotalktothem whenihavetime.

Iwastoldtositdownasitwastimeformeto

beschooled.Thatsnaledi'swords.Theold

womenandmarriedyoungwomencameinto



theroom.Somewerefrom mymothersside

andtheywerebeautiful.Theyarefrom boiketlo

village.Ibelievethereasonwhymostwomen

stayinanunhealthymarriageisbecausethey

aretoldthatawifeshouldneverleaveher

marriage.Weareeventoldthattheonlywaywe

aretoleaveisifwearedeadandwearent

welcomeinourfathershouseever.Thenwe

remaininabusivehomesbestronginfrontof

peoplesowedonttarnishorhusbandsdignity

inpublic.Wedieinsideeverydayjusttprotect

thekids.Weremaininabusivehomesowe

dontkeepthechildrenawayfrom theother

party.

Ivehadmyparentsabusivemebecausei

alwaysbelievedtheyarealwaysright.Ihad

nobodybuttodaymyaunttoldmethatifmy

husbandisabusiveherdoorisalwaysopenfor.

Shealsotoldmenottorelaxbelievingmy



husbandwillprovideformealways.Soim

goingtosaveformyselfincasethingsdontend

well.Ihaveneverbelievedindivorcebutcertain

situationscanchangeapersonsmindset.

Palesaleballo.

Todaywasthedayofmahlabisoandweall

knowthatnobodyhereisinvited.Wherethereis

smokethereisfireandfoodtoo.Sohereim

becauselesedidraggedushere.Shewantedto

seewithherowntwoeyesifitwasreallytrue.I

dontwanttolieienvythisgirl.Sheisjust18

andalreadygettingmarriedtooneofthe

succesfulmeninthevillage.Shedidnteven

havetodoanythinglikesomeofus.Isleptwith

moahludibecauseithoughtitwouldchangehis

midaboutmarryingme.Nowheseemsserious

aboutmarryingmebutidontlovehim anymore



butheisagoodpersonijusttoleratehim.

"Shelookssobeautiful."Thegirlnexttome

saidandilookedatRorisangassherockedthe

dresshermotherinlawgavetoher.

Lesedi:shelooksbeautifulandinnocent.

Teboho:sheisshytoo.Lesediclickedher

tonguefustrated.

Me:youshouldjustletthisgoorim tellingmy

brother.

Lesedi:youwontunderstandhowim feeling

palesasopleaseletmebe.

Teboho:itsnotlikehewasyourfirst.Besideyou

cheatednothim.

Lesedi:who'ssideareyouon?

Me:im onmybrothersside.shesighedand

wipedhertears.



Lesedi:im sorry..

Me:maybeweshouldgo.

Teboho:what?Whoisgoingtoeatallofthat

meat?Im notleaving.Hepoutedandwe

laughed.

Therewasdancingandsingingafterthebride

wentbackinside.Lateratnightthegroom

arrivedwithsomeofhisbrothers.Hewasgoing

tositwithhisbrideforthewholenightthen

leavethefollowingdaywithhiswifeafterthe

engagement.Iloveweddingsandeachfamily

perfomstheirownceremoniesdifferently.My

parentsthoughtiwouldbespendingthenight

herebutileftwithMoahludi,Lesediwenthome

causeshehadafightwithmybrotherteboho

wentwithMohau.

Wearrivedathishomeandwehadsexlike



always.Hegavemehiscardtousedandbuy

clothesthisisafirsthereallyischanging.

Maybeimightjustgetmarriedtohim.Heused

tomakemehappyandtakecareofme.

Him:igotajobatwitbankmyunclesaidthey

wantedmetostartworkingnextyearjanuary.

Ismiledfinallyheisusinghisdegree.

Me:whataboutusifyouareleaving?

Him:nextyearbabywehave2monthstogether

togetmarried.Justgivemethisweektotalkto

myfatherthenwewilltalktoyourfamilywhen

everythingisreadyisthatohkwithyoh?

Igiggledandkissedhischest.

Me:ijustwanttobewithyousoidontcarehow

ithappens.

Him:yourfatherdoesntlikemethoudoyou

thinkhewillagree.

Me:ifhedoesntweelopethenhewillagreeto



avoidtarnishinghisimage.Thatstheonlything

hecaresabout.

Him:iwanttotakeyouwithhisblessing

spononosakaiwontdothat.

isighedandhuggedhim andwefellasleep.
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Thefollowingigotreadyveryearlybecausei

wasgoingovertoLetlotlo'shouse.Iwillbe

stayingtheretilldecember.Thefamilyhad

agreedonadatewhichisthe15thofdecember

andonthe9thishouldbebackhometo

prepareforthewedding.Letlotlospentthe

nightheresittingonthefloorwithme.Ihad

fallenasleeponhisthighsandhewasleftwith



nalediandhisbrothers.Heleftveryearlywhen

myfathersaiditwasokay.Thesunwasout

todayitwasabeautifulday.Ipackedafew

clothesofmine.Letlotlohadalreadytakenone

baghesaidishouldnttakeeverythinghewill

buymesomeclothes.

Amanandawomenfrom mymothersside

enteredtheroom.W exchangedgreetings.They

introducedthemselvesasmymotherssister

andbrother.

Uncle:iknowyouhavealotofquestionsabout

wherewehavebeenallyourlife.Im noteven

goingtosithereandliebecausewedonthavea

goodreason.

Me:whotoldyoutocome?

Aunt:yourauntcalledus.

Shecouldntcallthem wheniwasyoung?



Me:ifshenevercalledyouwouldnthavecome

evenifiwasntgettingmarried?

Icouldntevenlookatthem.Theyjustkeptquiet.

Me:whereismymother.

Uncle:sheisstillatjoburg.

Me:whydoesntsheevercomeseeme?Iwiped

mytearididntwanttocry.

Aunt:yourmotherisntwellshehasbeeninthat

hospitalfor17yearssheneverleftyou.

Ilookedupather.

Me:hospitalisshesick?

Theylookedateachotherthenme.Ithink

someonemighthaveliedtomemywholelife.

Aunt:youmotherhadmentalillnessafterhaving

you.ThedoctorsthoughtitwasPost-natal

depressionbutitwasbiggerthanthat.Ayear

latershewasadmittedandyourfatherlefther

andtookyou.Hehadplannedonmarryingher



butthathappened.Whenyouturned3hegot

married.

Me:hiswifetoldmemymotherdatedmyfather

whiletheyweremarried.Icantbelieveivehated

mymotherfornothing.Howisshe?

Uncle:im sorrywecouldntcomesooner.Your

mothersstatehasntchangedinyearswelost

hope.

Me:ineedtoseeherbeforemyweddingplease

canyoumakethathappen?

Uncle:iwilltalktoyourfather.

Me:nodonthehasnosaytowhathappensin

mylife.Heliedtomesoidontwanthim to

keepmeawayfrom mymother.

Iwaswearingamaroontraditionaldressanda

blanketmatchingit.Ihadonshortblockheels.

Naledididmyhairandtiedmydoekperfectly.



Letlotlo'sfamilyrequestedthaticometothem

officialyasamakoti.Tothem afterthelobolai

wastheirstheweddingistojusttoofficiateus

legallybuttraditionallyim theirbride.Wegot

intothecaranddrovetohishome.They

welcomedusandwastakentothesittingroom

whereifoundfemalefamilymembers.They

toldmeallabouttheirfamilyandshowedme

thethreemother-inlawsandthatishould

respectthem equally.

IwassittinginLetlotlo'sbedroom waitingtobe

calledout.Ihadtopreparedinnerforthewhole

family.Normallyitwouldtakeuptothree

monthsbutmyhusbandtoldthem hedidnt

marrymeforthem.Youshouldseem mysmile

andthelookonhisfathersface.Someone

knockedandiopeneditwasthatlesedigirl.I

dontlikefightingreallybutthisgirlisprovoking

me.Youknowwhattheysayaboutquietpeople



whenprovoked.

Me:myhusbandisntaround...ismiled.

Her:ohkandshewalkedaway.Itookoffthe

blanketandworethesmallerone.Latertebatso

cameandtoldmeitstimetostartcooking.At

homethistimeim alreadydonecookingsoit

meansheretheyeatabitlater.Therewasalot

ofpeoplesoicookedoutsidewiththebigpots.

Therewasabout20peoplebecausesomehave

left.Aftereatingthegrandmothertoldthelittle

girlstowashdishes.Iwenttoourroom and

foundmyhusbandonhislaptopbusytyping.

Him:wearegoingtoharrismithlatertomorrow

packafewclothesforyourself.

Me:am iallowedtogo?

Helookedatmethenbackathislaptop.

Him:ifileaveyouheretheywilloverworkyou



mami.

Me:butisntthatwhyim here?

Hesighedannoyed

Him:Roriyouaremywifenottheirswhatisay

goes.Ididntarguesomemoreijustwenttothe

bathroom.

Aftersweepingtheyardandmakingbreakfast

foreveryoneiputsomeinatrayitookitto

Letlotlo.Hewasstillsleepinghesleptlatelast

night.Itookabathandworecleanclothes.Ive

neverranoutofthingstodobefore.Now will

havetositaroundanddonothing.Itookmy

bagsandunpackedthenpackedsomeclothes

onthesmallsuitcase.Wheniwasdonehe

wokeup.

Him:morningwhattimeisit?

Me:11:35.



Him:aaghim sotired.

Me:youoverworkyourself.

Him:lookwhoistalking.

Me:im notoverworkingmyselfim alreadyused

toworkingtoomuch.

Him:wellidontwantyoutooverworkyourself.

Hestoodupandwenttothebathroom.Ifixed

thebed.Hecamebackafterbrushinghisteeth

andwashinghisface.Hetookhisfoodand

startedeating.

Whenhismothercametotellmeishouldcome

andpreparelunchhesaidweareleaving.We

quicklychangedandhetookourbagstothecar.

Itwasahiluxdoublecab.Hisfathercame

beforeweleft.

Father:Letlotlocomeherealongwithmakoti.

Helookedangry.Itiedmydoekandblanket



thenwewalkedout.Wegottotheloungeand

satdownnexttoeachother.

Father:letlotlowhatisitthatihear?Whereare

youtakingmakotito?

Letlo:wearegoingtoHarrismith.

Father:youcangoalonesheisntgoing

anywhere.Makotigoandhelpyoursisters

preparelunch.Istoodupandwenttothe

kitchenandhelpedout.Afewminuteslaterthe

secondwifecameandtoldmeishouldgo.

Me:mamawhathappened?IaskedLetlotlo's

motherwhocalledmeaside.

Her:whatdidyourhusbandsayyouweregoing

todoatharrismith?

"Mamastopitplease."Letlotlosaidstanding

behindme.

Mama:aowaletlotloidontlikehowyoutalked



toyourfather.Youknowwhatyouaredoing

isntrightwhydontyougoalone?

Him:sheismywifenotoursandiwontleave

herheresoyoucanoverworkher.

Mama:didweeverdothat?

Him:whydontyouallaskyourselveswhy

mohau'swidelefthim?Idontwantmywifeto

beenslavedwhenim notaround.

Mama:iwontletthathappentrustmeplease.

Him:fine.Iwillbebackinthreedays.

Thenhetookmyhandandwewenttotheroom.

Him:callmewhentheyoverworkyouohk?I

nodmyheadashebroughtmeclosertohim

andkissedme.Thekisswasveryniceifelt

tinglesinmystomach.Iheldhisneckandhe

squeezedmyassandpushedmeclosertohis

hardmanhood.Hetookofmyclothes.



Helockedthedoorandtookoffhisclothes.I

wasneverreadyforthis.Hemovedustothe

bedandtookoffmywetunderwearwhile

kissingmybody.Heinsertedafingerinmy

virginaandmylegsshook.Hesmiledandwent

downandlickedmethere.Itstartedraining

outsidethankGodbecauseiwasscreaming.I

dontknowifipeedorwhatbuthewouldntlick

mypeewouldhe.

Him:youareavirgin?

Inodmyheadandheclosedhiseyesand

inhaled.

Him:doyouwanttodothis?

Whyisheevenaskingheismyhusband.

Me:yes..hetookofhisunderwearandkissed

meagain.Ilovewhatiwasfeeling...butallthat

wentawaywhenifeltpain.Thisisthefirsttime

im feelingpainbutnotcrying.hemovedslowly

whilekissingmeandthepainwasslowly



gettingbetter.Ireleasedaloudscreamedasan

orgasm hitmehardandicried.Hedidntstop

tillhegroanedoutloudthenmovedaside.He

kissedmyforeheadandwipedmytears.Im a

womennow.

TheraindidntstopandwheniwokeupLetlotlo

wasntaround.Im surehewasalreadygone.My

legswereshakingasistoodupfrom thebloody

bed.Iremovedthesheetandtookalongwith

metothebathroom.Ibathedwithcoldwater

andwashedthegreensheetandleftitinthe

water.Iwentbackandfixedthebedputting

newcleansheet.Itookmyphoneandcalled

letlotlo.Whywouldheleavewithouttellingme?

Him:ididntleave.

Me:ohk.Ismiledandgotintobed.Therewasnt

electricity,italwayshappenswhenitrains.Isat

upquicklyasthedooropened.Heputthe



plasticshewascarryingonthesmalltablethen

walkedout.

Hecamebackandtookoffhisclothesthen

tookoutfoodfrom theplastics.Hegotintothe

blanketandweate.

Me:whattimeareyouleaving?

Him:idontwanttoleaveyouheresoim not

goingtillyourweekends.

Me:whataboutwork?

Him:iaskedafriendtoattendthemeetingfor

me.iwillonlygotojoburgfortheendofyear

party.

Me:whenisthat?

Him:inthe13th..

Iputthefoodawayandwentbacktobed.

Him:doesitstillhurt?Heaskedalreadysucking



mybreast.

Me:alittlebit.Hekissedmeandtookoffmy

clotheswhilemovingmeontopofhim.Heheld

mywaistandshowedmehowtomove.

■■■■■□□□□□

Ivedecidedtocutoffsomenamesbecausei

sawcomplaintsandhonestlyiunderstand.Soi

wontnamecertainmemberjusttheirposition.
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I'veneverbeenthishappyinmylifebefore.My

happinesshasalwaysbeenshort-lived,sadness

islikemyrelative..I'veknownpainallmylifeit

seemedlikeitrefusedtoleavemyside.

Happinessandcontentmentwereonlyan



illusion,howeverafewdaysagoI'vebeen

happy.Whenifirstarrivedherepeoplelovedme

butnowthingshavechanged..Letlotlodoesn't

wantthem tooverworkmeanditseemslike

theyareevenafraidofhim becauseheisthe

kindthatdoesn'tlaughwithanyonebutmeand

hismother..heisnotawarethatheisruiningmy

relationshipwithhisfamily.Todayheisfeeling

abitoffsoigotthechancetowakeupearlyto

sweeptheyard.Ialsogottopreparbreakfast

withhismother.

Mama:Whereismyson?

Me:Heissleepingmama.

Mama:Soheletyougotoday?

Me:Noiescaped.

Shelaughed.

Mama:Don'tworryabouthisbehaviourhis

fatherwasalsolikethiswhenwegotmarried.I

remindedhim yesterdaythatLetlotloisdoing



exactlywhathedidwhenwegotmarried.

WebothlaughedandTebatsojoinedus.

Mama:Tebatsogoandwakeyourfatherup.

Shestoodupstillyawningandwenttothe

house.

Mama:Soishetreatingyougood?

Ismiledandshelaughed.

Me:Heismama.

Mama:Good..Youknowwhenhisfathertold

mehebroughtan18yearoldhomeiwantedto

stopthismarriagebuthesaidhelovesyou..

Nowicanseethatyouarebothhappyandyou

areverymaturedforyourage.Youarehumble

andbeautifultoo.Don'tchangeonusplease.

Ismiled.

Me:Iwon'tmama.

Iputtheporridgeinabowlforhim.



Hefrownedwheniwalkedin.

Him:Youneverlistendoyou?

Me:Yousaidyouaresicksoim awifetaking

careofherhusband.

Hesmiledandshookhishead.

Him:Idon'twantporridgeiwantmeat.

Me:Soearly?

Him:Youhaveneverseenmeeatporridge

Rorisang.

Isighedandputtheporridgedownandwentto

thehousetolookforleftovers.Lehakwecame

inandgreetedme.

Him:Isyourhusbandaround?

Me:Yes.

Him:Pleasetellhim iwanttodiscuss

somethingwithhim urgently.



Me:Heisn'tfeelingwellbutiwillcallyouwhen

heisdonebathing.

Henoddedandwalkedout.

IgaveLetlotlohismeatandbreadthenatethe

porridge.Hetookabathwhileicleanedaround

theroom..Whenhewasdonehesaidicouldlet

hisbrothercomein.Todayitwasveryhotand

thisblanketwasmakingthingsworse.Itookoff

myclothesandwenttothebathroom.

ApparentlyLehakwewantedtomarrysomegirl

buthewasn'tsureifheshouldtakethesame

routehisbrothertookorjusthavehisfather

talktothegirl'sfatherandhavethemarriage

arranged.Iwonderwhothegirlis..Ialso

wonderifthisishowtheyadvisedeachotherto

abductme?

Aftermybathiworethedressonlyandcombed



myafro..Iwasn'tgonnatieitwhenim noteven

goinganywhere.Idontrememberthelasttime

ithasbreathed.Icleanedthebathtuband

walkedout.Hewasbusyonhislaptoplike

always.Icleanedaroundandsatonthecouch

andgotbusywithmyphone.

Him:Canyoucooktonightplease?

Me:Whatwouldyouliketoeat?

Helookedatmeandfrowned.

Him:Youhavebeautifulhair.Dotheyhavelamb

inthehouse?

Me:I'm notsurebutiwillgoandcheck.

Him:NoiwillaskLehakwetobuysomehe

wenttoMaluti.

Inoddedandwentbacktomyphone.

Tebatsocameandaskedustotakeawalkbut

Letlotlowasabitskeptical.Iwrappedmyhead

withadoekandworethetowelonmy



shoulders.

Wetookawalkandwenttothefamily

supermarket..Shetooksnacksandpaidthenwe

walkedbackhome.Shetalkstoomuchshame.

Her:SoI'm datingthisguybutim notsureif

ntatewillapproveofhim.

Me:Doiknowhim?

Shesmiledlikealittlegirl.

Her:Wellheisdatingthisothergirltooandhe

wantstomarrythebothofus.Weloveeach

othersoidon'thaveaproblem withthe

situation

Me:Yoohidon'tthinkiwouldwanttosharemy

husband.

Shelaughed.

Her:MyfatherhasthreewivesI'm sureLetlotlo

wouldwanttotakeanotherwifetoo.



Me:Aowa!Iwillhavetotalktohim aboutit

WegothomeandLehakwewasbacksoi

startedcooking.Honestlyidon'tknowhowiwill

startwiththisconversationbutineedtoknow

becauseiwon'tstaysoibetternotrelax..solike

myaunttoldmeI'm goingtostartsaving

money.

Wehadourdinnerthengotreadyforbed.Itook

ashowerfirstandhefollowed.Iusedhislaptop

andplayedsolitaire.

Him:Doyouevenunderstandthegame?

Helaughed.

Me:Iwasjustpassingtimewhileyoutooka

shower.

Hesmiled.

Him:Mmmh..im donenowwhatdoyouwantto

dotome?



Ismiledandshookmyheadheisnaughty.

Me:Iwantustotalkfirst.Iremovedthelaptop

andgotontopofhim andkissedhischeek.Im

notshywhenitsjustus.

Him:Whatisitmami?

Me:dDoyouthinkyouwillevertakeanother

wifeinfuture?

Helookedatmeconfused.

Him:Whydoyouask?

Me:Ijustwanttoknow.Yourfathermarried3

womenmaybeyouwouldwantthattoo.

Him:I'm notmyfather.Youareeverythingto

me.Marryinganotherwomenwillbeadding

stress.Youwillstartfightingtheotherwomen.I

willbreakyourheartsoidon'twanttodoanyof

that.Ididn'tmarryyoubecauseihadtoget

marriedididitbecauseIloveyouRorisang.

Ismiledandkissedhim.



Me:Ifyoudoiwillleaveyouwithourkids.

Helaughed.

Him:Ibelieveyoubaby..bythewayPuleng

askedtogowithyoutobuyyourweddingdress.

Me:Awhitedress?

Him:Yes,icalledyoursisterNaledisheis

gonnacomeinthemorning.Ican'tgowithyou

wearegoingtoproposemarriagetotheLeballo

family.

Thefollowingmorningmylegswereshaking.I

swearthismanistryingtogetmepregnantand

I'm notreadymaybeishouldgetaninjection

withouthim knowing..onsecondthoughNO

wrongideainfactaverybadidea.

Him:Whatareyouthinkingabout?

Heaskedwhilewashingmyback.

Me:Iwaswonderingifitsokaywithyouifiuse



contraceptions.

Him:Why?Don'tyouwanttohavekidswithme?

Me:Idoit'sjustthatiheardyousayyouwillbe

busyinthenextcomingmonthsandwehaven't

talkedaboutwherewillberesidingpermanantly

.

Him:Wheredoyouwanttostay?

Hekissedmyneck.

Me:Idon'tknowforsure.

Him:WecangotoPretoriaIalreadyappointed

someonetotakeoverthefirm herein

HarrismithIdon'twanttotravelwhenI'm with

you.

Ismiled.

Me:That'sokay.

Him:Sowhatwouldyoulovetodobecausei

wantyoutobehappy.



Me:Ididn'tfinishschool.

Him:Iknowbabemaybeopenasmallbusiness

iknowyoulovecookingsohowabouta

resturant?

Me:Wewilltalkaboutthat.

Hebendmeoverandwehadsomelovinginthe

shower.

Puleng:howisLetlotlowithyou?

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Naledi:ialsowanttoknowbecausehedoesn't

talkandsmilemuch.

Ismiled.

Puleng:Notforgettingthatheisacontrolfreak

andhedoesn'tlikepeople.

Me:heisn'tlikethatwithme.

Naledi:Doyoueventalkwhenyouaretogether?



Youareshy.

Theylaughed.Iwalkedawayandfitthefirst

dressbutitwasn'twhatihadinmind

Puleng:Noiwasthinkingaboutsomethinglike

this...heretrythisone.

Shegavemeyetanotherwhitedressbutitwas

laceandoffshoulderwithanopenback.

Iworeitwasamermaiddress.Icouldn'thelp

butcry..Nalediknockedonthedoor.

Naledi:Sisareyouokayinthere?

Sheopenedthedoorandhuggedmewhenshe

sawmecrying.

Me:Mymothershouldhavebeenherewithme.

Naledi:I'm sorrybabe.

Lifeisnotfairiwantmymom herewithme.

Shecalledhermotherandluckilyshewasalso

herefortheweddingstuff.Wehaveabout

5weeksleft.Pulengwipedmyface.Myaunt



arrivedandaskedmetostandupshecried

whenshesawhowthedresslooked..itwas

beautifulshame.Shepromisedtocallmyaunt

from mymothersfamilysoicangoseemy

mom.

Iwantedhertoatleastattendmywedding.I

don'tevenknowwhattypeofmentalillnessitis

theyonlyjustsaiditmentalillness.Mywhole

moodwasdowntheentireday.Wealsowentto

thewomanMohausuggestedandfound

Letlotlotherewithhisgroomsmen.Itwas

Lehakwe,mybrotherandtwootherguysand

theywerespeakingZulu.IonlyhadNaledi,

Tebatsoandmytwinsisters.Shetookour

measurementfortheguysitwasjustshirts

only.Letlotlochosethecolourandprint.He

chosemaroonanditwasbeautiful.Helooked

freearoundhisfriends.Heintroducedthem to

measSiyabongaandThembinkosi.Afterthe



measurementswewenttochoosejustLetlotlo

andi.

PalesaLeballo

Wehadvisitorstodayandwhentheyleftmy

parentswerehappybuttheyrefusedtotellme

whytheywereherefor.NtateMotaungeven

camewithhisbrothers.Anywaymyfather

nevertellsmeanythingwhenfamiliescome

askingforadvice.Ihaven'tseenMoahludiin

twodays.Whenicallhedoesn'tanswerhis

phone.Iwenttohishomeandsentachildto

askforhim buttheysaidheleftforWitbank.

Thatmeansheliedtome.Ialsowantedtoask

him ifthestoriesiheardabouthim andTebatso

weretrueornot.Thisisoneofthereasonswhy

heandifightandbreakup.Butthistimeidon't

wanttofightheisalreadychangingforbetter.



Sooniwillbelivinginabighouseinthecity.I

wanttogetoutofhere.I'm tiredofwalkingup

anddownthesesteephills.Ideservebetter

thanthis.Ican'twaittohaveaweaveanddoall

thosemake-upgirlshaveontheinternet.Maybe

wearjeanstooMoahludilovesmeandhe

woulddoanythingforme,actuallyscratchthat

anymanwoulddoanythingformebecauseI

havethatthingtocontrolmen.

Specialthanksto@Dimakatso_dee_moeletsi

forediting.
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Rorisangmajoro.

Ifoldedtheclothesintothesuitcasewhile

Letlotlojustlookedatmesmiling.Iwasexcited



andnervousatthesametime.Im goingtosee

mymother.Idontevenknowwhymyuncle

wantustotravelthislate.

Letlotlo:babeim hungry.

Me:iwillgoandcheckiftheyaredonecooking.

Izippedthebagandstoodup.Tebatsoknocked

andhisbrotheropenedthedoor.Shecamewith

ourfood.Iwasonmyperiodsoim notallowed

tocookandtomorrowismybirthday.Ihopemy

motherremembersit.Itwasraininghard

outsideiwasevenhavingsecondthoughts.I

dontwantustodrivewhenitsraininglikethis.

Aftereatingwesaidourgoodbyestothefamily

anddrovetoboiketlo.Myuncleandauntwere

readyandtheyjoinedusinthecar.Isatwith

Letlotloinfront.

3hourslaterLetlotloandimovedtotheback

andmyuncletookover.Ifellasleepandwoke



upwhenLetlotlowastuckingmeintobed.

Me:wherearewe?Isatup.

Him:inourhome.Sleepbabyitsalready

morning.Hekissedmyforeheadandwalked

out.Hehadalreadytookoffmyclothesiwas

wearinghisboxershortsonly.Helateroncame

backandsleptnexttome.

Iwasthefirsttowakeupandtakeashower.I

walkedaroundhousecheckingeverything.It

hadaverybigpoolandabeautifulgarden.

Therewasalsoabraaiareaandabiggazebo

withthosegardenchairs.Itswasbeautifulans

colourful.Itlookedlikethosemagazinegardens

.

"Goodmorningmam"ijumped.

Iturnedandlookedather.Shewasvery

beautifulandslim.



Her:im sorryiscaredyou.

Me:uhm itsohk.

Her:im thapelo.YoumustbeMrsmotaung.

Me:yesnicetomeetyou.Shesmiled.

Her:nicetofinallymeetyoutoo.Soivealready

madebreakfastyoucancomeandsit.Ilooked

atherconfused.

Her:im themaidheresoicooktoo.

Ismiledandfollowedher.Thekitchenwasbig

withallthekitchenappliancesyoucanthinkof.

Therewasagasandelectricstoveandabout

twoovenstoo.

Thereweredifferentkindsoffoodonthe

counter.Letlotlowalkedinandhuggedme.

Him:whydoyouwakeupsoearly?Evenon

yourbirthday?Hewasntevenwearingashirt.



Me:iwashungry.

Him:dontliebabeyoualwayswakeupearly.He

kissedmyneck.

Me:welliwantedtoseethehouse.

Hesmiledandtoldthapelotoexcuseus.He

askedherveryrudely.

Him:letseatandgobacktobed.Hekissedme

andletgo.Weatequietlyandmyauntand

unclejoinedus.Myuncletoldushecalledthe

hospitalandtheyareexpectingusin3hours.

Thapelowalkedinwhenweweredonetowash

thedishes.Myauntgavemealookandiknew

whatshewantedtosay.Letlotlotookmyhand

andwewenttothebedroom.Itwasa

doublestoryhouse.

Idontknowifmyhusbandisasexaddictor

what.Im onmyperiodandhedoesntevencare.

Wedidtalkaboutthecontraceptionsandihad



athreemonthinjectionandrightnowitsplaying

withmyhormones.Wehadsexforalmostan

hourtillmyauntknockedandsaidwewillbe

late.Ijusthopetheydidnthearmyscreamsor

loudmoans.Icleanedmyselfandchangedthe

sheets.Letlotlotookoutclothesforus.Iwas

suprisedtoseehetookouttrousersforme.

Him:iboughtthem thelasttimeicamehere.

Me:youwantmetowearjeans?

Him:onlywhenwearehereityourhousesoits

ohk.

Ismiledandworethejeanandwhitevestand

all-starhalfbootshealsogaveme.Itookmy

handbagandwalkedoutfollowinghim.My

auntlookedatmesmiling.

Wedrovetopretoriaandmyhandswere

sweating.Myauntheldmyhandsandtoldme

torelax.Idontknowwhyiwassocomforted



aroundherwheniveonlyjustmetherafew

weeksago.Shepulledmeclosertoherand

huggedme.Letlotlolookedatmethruthe

mirrorandsmiled.Ismiledbackandclosedmy

eyes.Iopenedmyeyeswhenthecarstopped.

WeallwentoutandLetlotloheldmecloserto

him.Weregisteredonthelistandwenttothe

waitingarea.Onlyonepersonwasallowed.

Iwentinandsatonthechairandanurse

walkedin.Sincemymotherwasntdangerousi

wasallowedtoremainalonewithher.She

walkedout.

Abeautifulwomenwholookedsomuchlikeme

walkedin.Shelookedatmeandtearsrandown

herface.Shedoesntlooklikesomeonewho

hasanymentalillness.Istoodupandthrew

myselfonherhandsandwecriedtogether.She

letgoofmeandisatdown.Shemovedupand

downinthesmallroom.Shestopedandlooked



atme.

Her:Rorisangmybaby.Shecriedagainsilently

whilesmiling.

Me:Mamaitsme.Shesatnexttomeand

huggedme.

Her:whereisyourfather?Doesheknowyou

arehere.

Me:noyourbrotherandsisteraretheoneswho

toldmeaboutyou.Ntatesaidyoudied.She

wasshockedtohearthat.

Her:Hewillneverchange.Shesmiledand

huggedmeagain.

Me:mamatheysaidyouaresick.

Shesmiledandnodherhead.

Her:iwasbutivebeengoodtogofor3years

now.Iwasafraidofgoingoutonlyformeto

relapseandcomeback.Im afraidofgoingout.

Shewipedhertears.



Me:iwantyoutocomeoutmama.Ineedyou

please.

Shelookedawayandshookherhead.

Her:icantbaby.

Me:mamapleasejustdoitformeplease.

Her:idonthaveaplaceRori.Maybeifihada

centtomynameiwouldgoandpossiblytake

youfrom yourfather.

Me:im gettingmarriedsoonma.

Shelookedatmeeyeswideopen.

Her:what?Youareonly18no19today.She

smiledandkissedmyforeheadandhuggedme.

Her:happybirthdaybaby.

Me:im happytoday.

Her:pleasedontletyourfathermarryyouoff.

Marriageishardandyouarestillyoung.You

shouldfocusonschoolandbeingindependent.



Ifaileddoingthatidontwantthesameforyou.

Me:inevergottofinishschoolma.

Shelookedawayandcriedagain.

Me:myfianceeisheretoo.Heistheonethat

droveushere.Mamapleasecomewithus.I

neverhadanyonecareandlovemeexceptfor

him butiwantamotherslovetoo.Pleaseibeg

you.Igotonmykneesbeforeherbutsheshook

herheadnoandstoodupthenleft.

Iwasnumbaftersheleftme.Ididnthaveto

beghertocomebutidid.Iwashopingthis

wouldbemyfirstbirthdaytobehappy.Iguess

itisntmeanttobe.Iwalkedoutslowlyand

Letlotloquicklystoodupandhuggedme.

Aunt:whathappenedissheohk?

Me:sheisfine.Shejustdoesntwantme.She

doesntloveme.Ishouldnthavecomehere.I



walkedawayandsignedout.Iwenttothecar

andwaitedforthem tocome.Letlotlosatwith

meandhuggedme.Myuncledroveus.

Idontknowwhenwegothomebutiwokeup

withaheadacheandmyeyeswereheavy.My

heartwasbroken.Itwasbetterknowingshe

wasdead.

Palesaleballo.

Eversincemoahludileftowasneverthesame.

Iwassadverysadwhatiaworseihadtofind

outthathewasseeingthattebatsogirltoo.I

hadoverhearedaconversationwithtebatso

andmoahludi'ssister.Iwasheartbrokenfora

fewdaystillonedaymyfathercalledmeand

toldmeamanhadcometoaskformyhandin

marriage.Hehadalreadyacceptedandidont



evenknowwhyhewastellingmeiwasangry

tillhementionedntatemotaung.Hesaid

lehakweistheproposedgroom.Youshould

haveseenmysmile.Iwasbettermarryinga

doctorthanamerecivilengeneerwithjusta

NQFlevel7.Tebohowashappyformebut

lesediwasntthatexcitedforme.Itwasevery

girlswishtomarryoneofthe6bataung

brothersandnowicansafelysayim lucky.

Todayhewastocomewithhisfriendsaround

myhome.Iwouldhavetogivehim foodora

scarftoshowthatiaccepttomarryhim .He

shoulddeclinethefoodigivehim toshowhe

isnthereforfoodbuttomarryme.Theonly

problem withlehakweisthatheloveswomen

andisamamasboyitsreallyannoying.Ihadto

dealwithmoahludibeingamamasboynowim

marryingonewhoalsoloveswomen?Wellhe

betternottrytoevencheatmebecauseiwill



showhim flames.

Duringthedayhearrivedwithhis3brothersbut

Letlotlowasntthere.Igavethem foodandonly

hedeclined.Soaftertheyateitooktheplates.

Myfatherandbrotherwereconfusedattowhyi

didntgivehim thescarfwhenihadalready

accepted.Iwentbackandgavethem juiceand

hestilldeclined.Whentheygotreadytoleavei

rantohim.

Igavehim thescarfandhesmiled.Hekissed

mycheeksandaskedtoseemelatertonight.I

obviouslyagreed.

Thefollowingdaywashappyveryhappythati

evenmovedthingsaroundinthehousetoclean

perfectly.Inmymindim alreadyplanningour

wedding.Fathersaidtheywillonlypaymahadi



afterhisbrothersweddingandwecouldhave

onlyatraditionalwedding.Iwasangrybecause

itsmyweddingyettheyareplanningitforme.

Lehakwesentachildintheafternoontogive

meabagfullofsnacks.Therewasaboxof

wings,pieandkfctwister.Ihiditaftereatingat

theback.

LaterhesentTebohotocomeandaskforme.

Hewasinabluemercedes.Hecameoutand

gaveTebohomoneythensheleft.Hedidntsay

anythingtome.Hejustsmiledandkissedme.

Him:ivebeenthinkingaboutyouthewholeday.

Me:isthatwhyyouboughtmesweet?

Him:yesioncesawyoubuyingalotofthem in

thesupermarket.

Ismiled.Wewerestandingoutsidehiscarandi

wasveryclosetohim.



Me:thankyouilovethem.

Hebroughtmeclosertohim andwekissed

againtillhehadtoleave.

08

RorisangMajoro.

Ifinishedpackingmyclothesandsatback

downonthebed.Iveforgotteneverythinglikeit

neverhappened.Afterwhathappenedatthe

hospitalivedecidedtoblockthethoughtofever

havingamother.Icriedthatnightbutinthe

morningwheniwokeupitslikeitnever

happened.Ivetoldmyselfthatidontwanttobe

sadanymoreanditisthenirealisedmyown

happinessisonmyhands.

Im notlettinganythinggettometoapointthat

ibecomeunhappy.Iknowinmybookitaint



happeningbutim goingtotry.Mywedding

plansarecomingalrightfinally.Myfather

refusedtousethemoneypaidformylobolato

payforafewthingsandididntevenwanttotell

Letlotloaboutit.Myfatherandhiswifeare

greedy.Youshouldhaveseenhisfacewhenhis

sistertoldhim iknowmymotherisalive.When

iwalkoutthatgateonmyweddingdayim

nevergoingbackunlessitshisfuneral.

Letlotlowalkedinholdingabigbrownenvelope

andsatonyhebed.Wheniwokeuphewasnt

hereandnowhedoesntevengreetme.Imove

uptohim onthebedandkisshim.Helooks

startledatfirstlikehedidntevenseeiwas

around.Hisgriptightensaroundtheenvelope.

Him:canyoupleasemakefoodformeim

hungryandpleasecallmymotherforme.

Ilookathim buthedoesntseeanythingwrong.



Isighandgetup.Ifindhismom inthekitchen

anggiveherthefoodafteritoldherherson

needsher.

Afterifinidhpeelingigototheroom.Igetto

thedoorandeavesdropbesidetherearent

peopleintheyard.

Letl:mamaim goingtotellhershedeservesto

know.

Ma:Aowadont.

Letl:idontwanthertobewithmeifshewont

beunhappy.

Ma:doesshelookunhappytoyou?You

changedthatgirlslife.Nowburnthosepapers

andbeaman.

Letl:ilovehermamaicantdothistoher.

Ma:dontletawomenmakeyouweak.Destroy

thosepapersandkeepherhappy.



Iholdthedoorknobandopen.Hismotheris

alreadybythedoor.shelooksatmeonceand

walksout.Letlotlowipeshistearsandwalksto

thebathroom.

Hehasntsaidathingtomeandireallyhate

naggingpeople.Heevenrudetomeandit

breaksmyheart.Afterioverheardtheir

conversationwithhismotherhereallydid

destroytheenvelopeand keptasecretfrom

me.Ihaveafeelingthathim tellingmewould

possiblyendourmarriagebutilovehim andi

dontwanttogobackhim.Iswitchthelights

offandtakeoffthegownandgettobed.He

isntsleepingbutlookingattheotherside.Itry

toholdhim butheblowsmeoff.Isaidiwould

avoidbeingsadbutwhathappenswhenmy

reasontobehappywantsnothingtodowith

me.Ikeepfarawayfrom him andsleep.



EversinceLehakweaskedthisgirltomarryher

sheisalwayshere.Ihavenothingagainsther

butherbringingherfriendshereisanother

thing.Theelderfamilydoesntknowaboutour

squablesoranything.Todaytheyarehereagain.

SheiswashingLehakwesclothesandiknow

shewillneedtheotherlineiwasusing.Iwoke

upearlyandwashedourclothestooandthey

arenotdry.IhearTebatsoshoutingmyname

outsidesoiwalkout.Iknewitshehastaken

theclothesdown.

Tebatso:mamasheiswrong.YesRorilook

whatshedidtoyourclothes.

Ilookatthewetclothesshehasthrownina

basin.Shedidntevenfoldthem.Lehakwe's

mom issurelytakingherside.Herfriendsare

heretoosippingoncoldjuiceandmuffins.

Lehakwe'smom:Rorisangtakeyourclothesand

usethesideofyourhusbandsline.



Whyissheshouting.Honestlyfightingisntin

mybloodsoitakethewetclothedandwalk

away.Tebatsodoesntstopmakingnoiseonmy

behalf.IhaveLetlotlotoworryabout.

Atnightthesamethinghappensagainonlythis

timeheisdrunkansvomitsonme.Ichanged

andsleptonthecouchlivinghim onthebed

alone.Ihearhim wakeupinthemiddleofthe

nightandstartcursing.Iopenmyeyesslowly

andlookathim.Heturnsonthelightandi

quicklhclosemyeyes.Ihearhim movearound

theroom thengoestothebathroom andwater

startrunning.Iopenmyeyesagain.

Goodhechangedthesheetsonthebed.His

phoneringandijumpupandchecklesediis

callingthereisevenapicture.Igobacktothe

couchandclosemyeyes.Whydoesithurtso



much.Ibittheinsideofmycheekstostopmy

tears.Hereturnsandthephoneringsagain.

Him:whatdoyouwant...im withmywife

now....itwasamistakeanditwillnever

happen....Trymelesediyouseem toforgetwho

im....trymedeartryme....youarealoose

womenthatswhy.Jeclickshistongueand

dropsthecall.Hetakestheblanketoffmeand

carrymetobed.Hesmellsfresh.Iholdonto

him becauseitmaythelasttime.Idoubthe

wouldevenstoptheweddingbutwhatever.If

hedoesiwouldbeshamedinthevillagenot

him.Ivealreadylostmypuritytohim .Iwould

leavethisplaceifhedaresembarassme.

Followingmorningididmychoresandmade

breakfastforhim buthedidnteat.Hewashed

thesheetshimselfievenfoundhim ironingour

clothesiwasshocked.Ididntstophim ilethim

be.Iwenttothehousetogetwatermelonihad



askedTebatsotobuy.Ihadputinthewater

overnighttocool.Ipassedmypalesaandher

friendsandtheystartedlaughingatme.

Les:didyouknow"yourhusband"camecrying

tomelastnight?

Pales:youdontsaychommie.

Teboho:ibetsheiscold.Theylaughagain.I

wipemytearsandleavethem.Ithurtssomuch.

Letl:whatswrongwithyou?

Ismile.

Me:nothing.Heunplugstheironandsitnextto

me.Icutthewatermelonandgivehim apiece.

Helooksatitforawhileandstarteating.

Me:whatisgoingonwithyouthisdays?

Him:nothingwhy?

Me:iguessim stupidthen.

Hedoesntsayanything.Theysaymencheat



becauseitsintheirblood.Itsnaturalformento

cheat.Whydosocietyalwayshavetofindways

tojustifyeverybadthingmendo?Theyhityou

itsjustifiedtoo..Rapeyouitsjustified.Theyare

neverwrong.Ifihaveasoninfutureim going

toteachhim howtobeagentleman.

Icookedsupperalongwithpulengtonightand

shetoldmeshelikesherbrothersfriendbut

didntmentionwhich.Ifoundlehakweoutside

smokingandaskedtotalktohim.

Him:iseverythingohk?Ifitsaboutthewashing

lineim sorryonbehalfofpalesaTebatsohas

alreadytoldme.

Me:noitsnotthat.

Him:ohsitdownthen.

Me:idontknowifim outoflinebutijustyouto

pleasetalktoyourfiance.Icontinueandtell

him whathisbrotherdidwithlesediandhow



palesainsultedmealongwithherfriends.

Him:im sorryiwilltalktoherandLetlotlo.

Ithankhim andwalkaway.

IfeeldisregardedanddisrespectedbyLetlotlo

too.

Palesaleballo

Weweredoingasleepoveratlesedi'shomefor

3daysnow.Ihonestlyhatethispersonim

turningtokrightnow.LesedihatedRorisangso

muchthatshemanagedtoconvinceteboho

anditodothesame.Idontknowwhybuti

dislikehernow.Sheisjustsoperfectin

everythingthatlehakwe'sfamilylovehermore

thantheydome.Wheniwasintroducedby

lehakweicouldtellthewomenwerenothappy.

Morebecauseim friendswithlesedi.



Me:dontyouthinkyoushouldstopseeing

LetlotloitsqueitobvioushelovesRorisang.

Lesedi;thenwhywasheherelastnight?

Me:icantbelieveyoudumpedmybrotherjust

forastupidfling.

Teboho:yourbrotherwasboringthou.

Thatstruethou.

Lesedi:itisntafling.

Me:whatever.Myphoneitslehakwe.

Me:mylove.

Him:im outsidecometelllesedimybrother

wantstoseeher.

Me:ohk.

Idropthecall.Itelllesediandsheisexcited

sheeventakescondoms..thisgirlwillneversee

Haven.Sheevenchewsmintleavesoutsideand



spitthem out.

Me:hibabe.Ikisshim andhehugsme.Lesedi

doesthesamebutLetlotloquicklyslapsher.I

didntseethatcoming.

Lehakwe:cooldownabuti..

Letlotlolooksatmeandcomescloserbut

lehakwequicklypullsmebehindhim.Im scared

veryscaredim evenshaking.

Letl:lehakwedontpatronisemeplease.Letthat

bitchgonow.

Babe:sheismywomenabutiiwilldealwithher.

Helooksatmeandclickeshistongue.

Letlo:youbetter.Wenadidntitellyoutostay

awayfrom mywife?

Lesedi:ididntdoanythingbabepleasestop..

sheisstillcallinghim babe?Thisgirliacrazy.



Hewaspullingherhair.Hechuckledandlita

ciggarettehesmokes?Helethergoand

inhaledthenblewthesmokeintoherfaceand

shestartedcaughing.

Letlo:didihavesexwithyoulastnight?

Lesedi:no..haibolesedisaidtheydidthisgirl.

Hebackslappedhermuchharderthanbefore

andshefellandthecondom fellout.

Lehakwe:youwereonamissionwenamos.

Abutilethergo.Letlotlowentdownandpulled

herskirtupexposingherthighsthenburnedher

withthecigarretethenwalkedtothecar.Lesedi

raninsidethehouse.Icantbelieveiwas

thinkingofseducinghim.

Lehakweheldmyhandroughlymakingmelook

athim.

Him:idontwantyoutocometomyhome

anymore.



Me:whatwhy?

Him:iwantyoutogrowupPalesa.Youarenot

readyformarriage.

Me:butim ready.

Him:no.YouseeRorisangshedoesntgo

aroundfightingbecausesheismatured.Sheis

youngerthanyoubutyouarechildish.Im going

topostponethemahadinegotiationstillisee

youareawomenandreadytobecomeawife.I

wonthavebullfighterasawife.Respect

yourselfplease.

Hespitonthegroundandclickedhistongue

andwalkedaway.

Irantothehouseandcried.Lesediwasalso

cryingwhiletebohotriestocomfortus.Hewas

comparingmetoRorisang.Icantbelievethis

noicant.Iwilldealwithher.nxahewillmarry

mesoon.
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RorisangMajoro.

AftersupperLehakwecalledLetlotlooutand

theyleft.Im suretheywenttoseetheirwomen.

Theheavynessinmyheart.Itslikeifibreathor

coughitwillcomeout.Iprayedformynew

crumblingmarriage.Iwantmyoldmanback.

Hewasgrumpybutipreferhim thatwaythan

thedistantandquiethim.Hedidnttalkmuch

thenbutnowidontevengetagoodmorningor

justakiss.Imisshavinghim touchmybody

andkissingmybareback.Isqueezedmythighs

togetherjustthinkingaboutit.Igotoutofbed

andwipedmytears.Whohasnaughtythoughts

whenpraying?Mypentyisevenwet.Itakea

whathadtobeaquickcoldshower.Icrying

becauseithurtssomuch.Wheredidigowrong?



Isitbecauseim inexpiriencedinbed?

Ineedtogohomemaybeaskmyauntwhator

whereiwentwrongmaybeshecanshowme

howtobeagoodwife.

Idrymyselfandlotionthenwearmyunderwear

andnightdress.Myeyesareredfrom allthe

cryingidid.Icleanthebathroom butLetlotlo

walksingettingreadytoshowertoo.Idont

finishwipingijustwalkout.Igetintobedand

switchonhislaptopthenchooseamovie.I

dontevenknowwhyiputonthemovie.Icover

myheadwiththeblankets.

Him:whydidyouswitchonthelaptopifyouare

goingtosleep?

Me:im sorry.Isayquicklygettingoutofbedto

switchitoff.Iputitbackonhislaptopbagandi

seetheenvelopeinside.Hegetsintobedi

switchoffthelightsandgetonmysidekeeping



thedistancebetweenus.

Him:Rorisang.

Me:mmh.

Him:whyareyougivingmeyourback?

Me:youdidntwantmetotouchyou.

Him:didisaydonttouchmenow?

Me:no.

Him:thenwhat?

Me:ididntwantyoutorejectme.Besideyouget

angrywhenitouchyou.

Him:comehere.Imovedcloserandhecuddled

methenkissedmyneck.

Him:im sorrybabeididntsleepwithher.Im

contentwithyouRori.Youdoitforme.Yesi

wenttoseeherlastnightandwekissedbut

thatsjustit.



Me:ok.

Hesighedandturnedmearound.

Him:im reallysorrymylove.Im stupidbabe.

Me:youmademefeelworthless,disregarded

anddisrespected.Ifyoudontwantmeplease

tellmedontsothistome.

Him:im reallysorry.Iloveyousomuchbabe

pleasedonteverthinklikethat.Im thestupid

onemylove.Hekissedmylipsandslept.

Imadeamentalnotetocheckthatenvelope.

Iwokeupfirstbeforehim andtookabath.I

have2daysleft.Im goinghomeonthursday

sinceitsourweddingonsaturday.Iwentto

makeusbreakfastandwenttoourroom.He

wasstillsleepingsnoring.Ilookedatthebagas

iftheenvelopewouldjumpout.

Ifeltthebedmovingandilookedathim.



Him:morning..hedisappearedtothebathroom.

Iwenttothebathroom andpeekedandhewas

washinghisface.

Me:areyougoingtobebusytoday?

Him:im drivingtosetsingtopickupmyuncle

andhisfamilylater.Whydidyouneedanything?

Me:yeswearedoingourfinalfittingstoday.

Him:iwillasklehakwetodriveyou.

Me:whowillpickupthecake?Oohanddadsaid

healreadypaidthecateringcompanyanddecor

people.Hewalkedoutandtookhisfood.

Him:alright.Hesatdownandatehisfood.I

fixedthebedthentookashower.Hejoinedme

andweshoweredtogether.Hecarriedmeout

asmylegswerewobbly.Sexintheshoweris

alwaysfun.Atfirstiwasscaredthatoneofus

mightslipandfall.Hewipedmeandcovered

mewithathrow.



Him:im goingtotheshopsdoyouneed

anything?

Me:whichshop?

Him:justaroundthecorner.

Me"fishandchipswithalittlebitofchilli..

Him:youjustate.

Me:alrightdontbuymeanythingthen.He

walkedout.Ipeekedonthewindowandhe

talkedtotebatsothenheleft.Iwasaboutto

openthebagwhentebatsowalkedin.

Her:heysishowareyou.

Damn.

Me:im goodyou?You?

Her:im good.Pulengisgettingreadypleasecall

yoursisterssowecango.Im goingtoquickly

change.Iwanttotrysomemakeuponyouface

too.



Thisgirltalktoomuch.Itookoutaslim fitbaby

bluedressandcombedmyhairandtiedthe

doeklikenaledishowedme.Tebatsodidmy

makeupandilookedawesome.

Letlotlolookedatmethensmiled.Hissister

startedlaughingandlefttheroom.

Him:youlookbeautiful.Thedressisjustperfect

foryourbodybutbabethatdoekhastocome

off.

Hetookitoffandfixedmyhair.

Me:letlotlo..

Hestoppedandlookedatme.

Him:whatdidido?

Me:tonightiwantustositdownandtalk.

Helookedatmeconfused.

Him:okaybutaboutwhat?



Me:us..tebatsoshoutedmynameandileft.

Wearrivedatthemallandatefirstthenwent

forourfitting.Thebridemaidstooktheir

dresseswhileiaskedtheladytobringmy

dresseslateronfriday.Weleftandwentback

home.Iquicklycoveredmyheadandwentto

cookdinner.Iwascookingwithpulengand

theirtwocousins.Theywerereallynicepeople.

Wesataroundthefireandthesepeoplewere

moreexcitedthanme.Theguysendedup

joiningusandisatonletlotlo'slap.Iwas

nervousaboutourtalk.Hestoodupwithme

andweleft.Helockedthedoorandtookoffour

clothesthenwetookabath.Hekeptonadding

hotwater.

Him:sowhatisityouwantedtotalkabout?

Me:ioverheardyoutalkingtoyourmom the

otherday.Iwaswaitingforyoutotellmebut



youneverdid.Sowhatisgoingon?

Hekeptquietandthensteppedoutofthewater.

Iwashedthebathandwrappedatowelonmy

body.Hewassittingonthebednakedholding

theenvelope.Hegaveittomeandiopenedthe

envelopeandandreadthepapers.Ilookedat

him andhelookedaway.Iwipedmytears.

Me:iloveyoubabeandnothingwillchangethat

noteventhis.Isatontopofhim afterdropping

thetowel.Heheldmywaisttightlyasilowered

myselfintohim.Hesuckedonmybreastasi

movedupanddown.Idontbelievehemademe

lovesexsomuch.

Palesaleballo

Ionlycameherebecauselehakweaskedmeto

helphisfamilyforthewedding.Hewasserious



aboutpausingthemahadi/lebolanegotiations.

Heonlycomestoseemeatnightandonlyifhe

isntbusy.Rorisangisreallyniceafterallthe

thingsmyfriendsandididtohersheisokay

withme.Wewereallsittingaroundthefire

laughingandeverything.Shewassittingonher

manslapsbusykissingandlaughingattheir

ownjokes.Ifloveislikethisineedmesome

too.LetlotlostoodupwhilecarryingRoriand

theysaidgoodnightthenleft.

Afterafewminuteslehakwestoodupandtook

myhandandwelefttoo.Ithoughthewould

drivemehomebutwewenttohisroom.Itswas

bigandbeautifulbutnotbiggerthanhis

brothers.Heonlyhadabath.

Him:italkedtoyourmom thatyouwillbe

sleepingover.

Me:andsheagreed?



Him:yes..imissedyou.

Me:imissedyoutooandim sorryabout

everythingivelearntmylessonitwillnever

happenagain.

Him:idontwantyourfriendshereanymore.

Lesediisveryspitefulim sureyoualreadyknow

thatthou.Hekissedmeandwenttobedwhile

takingoffhisclothes.

Me:canyouborrowmeashirttosleepon?

Him:youwontneeditbabecomehere.Igotinto

bedmybodywasalreadyexcited.Heflipped

meoverandgotontopofme.Hetookoffmy

clothesandihelpedtakeoffhis.Someone

knockedanshecursed.Whothehelldisturbs

mymomentofpleasurewellnotyetbutwrong

timing.Heworehistrousersandopenedhis

door.

Him:uhm heybroiseverythingohk?

Voice:uhm abutiineedyoutotalktoabuti



letlotloforme.

Lehakwe:aboutwhat?cantwetalktomorrow

broiwasbusyhere.

Voice;oohsheisherewoow.

Lehakwe:mohaupleasego.Wewilltalk

tomorrow.

Mohaulaughedandleft.Lehakwecamebackto

bedandtookoffbistrousersandgotbetween

mylegs.Heslowlymovedhissofthandsonmy

thighsgoingup.Hesuckedonmybreastthen

kissedhiswaydown.Ivealwayshearedthat

thisisawesome.Iwasscreaminglikealunatic

whilevibrating.Ithinkievenpeed.

Him:yousquirtwoowbaby..hecameupand

tookoffhisunderwear.OohGodheisbig.

10

Rorisangmajoro.



"Helangngwanaronabamonkile."

"Bamonkile."

Peoplesangasletlotloandiwalkedoutthe

church.Welookedbeautifulshame.Iallowed

thebridemaidtochoosetheirowndesignbut

withthesamepattern&cloth.Letlotlosmiled

andkissedmyhandaswegotintothehired

limo.Thebridemaidandgroomsmenhadtheir

owncar.Myfatherwalkedmedowntheisle

silently.Evenwhenhefoundmeinthedressing

room hedidntsayawordtome.Notevena

congratulationorthathewillmissme.Ialso

didnthaveamothertocrywhenshesawmein

mywhitedress.Ihadhopedshewouldchange

hermindandsupriseme.Iguessim notthat

importanttoher.Letlotlosqueezesmyhand

andifakeasmileathim.

Him:whatswrongdontyoulikethefood?



Ishakemyhead.

Me:thefoodisokayim justthinkingaboutmy

mother.

Him:forgetabouteverythingloveandbehappy.

Whenwemovenextyearyoucanvisither

whenever.

Ismiledandhekissedme.Therewasdancing

andspeeches.Letlotlo'sfriendlikedjoking

around.Theymadetheguestlaughattheir

stupidzulujokes.Iverealisedthatletlotloisa

wholedifferentpersonaroundthem.Heisntthe

uptightmanhisfamilyknow.

Thefollowingmorningiwokeupveryearlyandi

hadtowearthesamewhitedress.Im happy

letlotlo'sfamilylikesmeexceptlehakwe's

motheridontknowwhatherproblem is.Ever

sincepalesacameshechanged.Ialsorealised

thatsomeofthefamilydoesntlikehermuch.



Itsprobablybecauseofthekindoffriendsshe

has.Westoodbythegateandsangtillwewere

letin.Iwasofficiallywelcomedintothefamily.

Theceremonystartedastheolderfamily

memberstoldusallaboutmarriage.Iwentto

changeandworemyblueseshoeshoedress.I

wasthentakentotheloungewheretherewere

olderwomenfrom Motaungfamily.Theytold

meallabouttheirfamilyandthatim theolder

wifeandonedayitwillbemyresponsibiltyto

upholdandguidethewomeninthefamily.

Thinkingaboutmyfutureherepainedmeasit

tookmebacktothelastnightispentwith

letlotlo.Ilovedletlotloandialsoknewthathe

lovedme.Hetoldmehewouldntstopmeifi

everwantedtoleaveorifirealisedthisisnt

whatiwant.

Hismothercalledmeprivatelyintoher

bedroom.Ifoundhishusbandmyfatherinlaw



sittingonthebed.Igreetedandisatonthe

grassmatonthefloor.

Ntate:makotiyourmotherherehasbrought

somethingtomyattentionaboutyourhusband.

Iwouldhavewaitedontellingyouthisinalater

stageofyourmarriagebutim tellingyounow

soyouknowwhatmarryingmysonmean.

Mama:ihopeyoudonttakeitthewrongway.

Inodmyhead.

Ntate:yourmothertoldmethatmysoncant

havechildren.

Ikeptquietandlookeddown.

Mama:heistheoldestsonsoheshouldbethe

onetotakecareofthisfamilyafterhisfather.

Inodmyhead.

Ntate:traditionallywhenamancanthavekids

youhavetohavekidswithhisbrotherandhe

willraisethem ashis.



Ishotmyheadupandunintentionallylooked

him intheeye.

Me:ntateheknowshecanthavekidswhat

wouldhethinkofmeififellpregnant.

Mama:wewilltalktohim too.

Ilookeddownasateardropped.

Iloveletlotlosomuchbuticantsleepwithhis

brother.Besidethepapersdidntsayhecouldnt

totallyhavechildrenhejusthasalowsperm

countsoitspossibleformetofallpregnant.

Ntate:itshouldnthappennowsodontworry.

Inodmyhead.

Mama:wewilltalktolehakweormohausince

theyareolderthanyou.

Inodmyheadagain.Idontwanttohurtletlotlo

butialsoknowthiswouldhurtmetoo.I

shouldnthaveaskedhim aboutthatenvelopei

shouldnt.



Mama:ntatepleaseletmetalktoheralone.He

patmyshoulderandwalkedout.Mamacame

tomeandhuggedme.

Mama:im sorrybabybutthisisthebest

solutionandnobodyshouldknowaboutthis.

Me:ilovehim mamabutthisfeelslikeiwould

bebetrayinghim.

Shesighedandmovedawayfrom me.Icantdo

thistohim.

Mama:iunderstand.

Me:heshowedmetheresultsmamaandthey

saidtherearechancesofconcieving.Mama:like

wesaiditwonthappennow.Sorelaxialso

suggestyoustoptakingcontraceptives.

Inodmyheadandshegavemewipedtoclean

myface.Shealsodidalittlemakeupitwasnt

thebestbutistilllookedgood.

Wewalkedoutandfoundletlotloandthebride



partylaughing.Whenhesawmehestoodup

andlookedatmethenhismother.

Him:whatdidyoudotohermamashewas

crying.

Mama:wewerejusttalkingtlotlo.

Ismiledatthenameandhehuffedandtookmy

hand.

Him:whatdidshesaybabyyoureyesarered.

Ismiledandpeckedhislips.

Me:wewilltalklater.Itooktheblanketfrom

nalediandcoveredmyshoulders.Wewalked

outofthehousewhiledancing.Iwasntagood

dancerlikeletlotlobecauseitwasquiteevident

hecouldmove.Yesiwasveryflexybuti

couldntdanceinevertookthechancebuti

lovedsinging.Peoplejoinedussomewatched

whileillutating.Everythingwasjustperfecttill

myfathergotdrunkandcouldntevensayhis

speechandtraditionallyhandmeover.



Myaunthelpedandshowedhowtodo

everythingasgiftedletlotlo'sfamilywith

blanketsanddressesforthewomen.Giftsfor

menweredifferent.Bythetimeiwasdonemy

kneesweresore.Laterthatdayletlotlotooka

bagandputithiscar.Someofthepeoplewere

gonewhileotherswerestillcelebrating.Ididnt

evenknowwehadtoleavetonight.Butiwasnt

lookingforwardtotheworktomorrow.Iknowi

wasntallowedtoworkyetbutijustwouldnt

havesatstill.Thegoodthingabouteverything

isthatvillagrpeoplewouldlendyouahandif

youalsodoandiwashelpingoutatfunerals

andweddings.Mystepmom madesurei

workedhardandinevermissedathing.

Hewasholdingmyhandthewholedrivewhile

welistenedtosoftmusicplayinginthecar.He

kissedmyhandandsmiledlookingatme.Its



christmasinninedaysanderhavetobehome

bythen.Letlotlostoppedthecarasweredriving

outofqwaqwa.Hewasdrivingajeep.Hewent

tothebootandcamewithablankettomyside

andreclinedmyseat.

Him:youcansleepiwillwakeyouupwhenwe

arriveatbloem.Hekissedmeandclosedthe

door.Heheldmyheldanddroveagain.

Iwokeupwhencoldairhitmyface.Ilookedat

letlotloandhewassmilinglookingatme.

Him:yebomtungwa...thankyoubafo..he

droppedthecallandkissedmethenhuggedme.

Him:wearegoingtompumalangamyfriend

organisedacarforme.

Me:mmhim hungry.

Hekissedmeandhelpedmeoffthecar.He

tookoutahugebagasuitcaseandtwo



backpacks.Weateatsomeresturantbefore

ourflight.Icantbelievemylifehaschangedto

beingthisawesome.Ihopeifallpregnantfor

letlotlosoon.Idontwanttosleepwithhis

brotheriwillneverhavesexwithsomeoneim

notemotionallyattachedtoo.

Wearrivedatmbobelosincewetooka

connectingflightfrom durban.Itwas2am in

themorningsowesleptatahotel.Whenwe

wokeupwebathedandtookourbagsthenleft.

Letlotloplanneda7daytouraround

mpumalangaandwewillalsobecampingat

thepilgrim restforanightthenspendthree

daysatkrugernationalpark.Mpumalangawas

thebestplaceifyoulovednature.Ithadalotof

historywhichmostpeopledidntknowmuchof

theechocaves,wasusedasasecretplacefor

peopleduringawar.Itswasbeautifulyetscary

imaginebeingthatdeepunderground.From the



outsideyoucouldnttelltherewasevenacaveit

hadrockarttooandarockshapedlikean

elephant.Letlotlowasveryclingythewholetrip

andilovedit.Iwasntusedtohim showing

affectiontomeinpubliclikethis.Hekeptto

himselfandigotusedtoit.

Me:weshouldreturnhereagainwhenwecan.

Helaughedandkissedmyforehead.Iwas

layingonhischestafterourlovemaking

session.

Him:iwanttotakeyoutotheeasterncapenext.

Wewilltournationallyfirstbeforegoingoutside.

Me:iwouldlovetogotomozambiquefirst.

Him:ivebeenthereononeofouryearlytrips

withtheguys.Theyarebothmarriedbutthey

neverbroughttheirwivesalongmaybewhenwe

returnwecouldbringyallalong.



Me:yourfriendsaremarried?

Helaughed.

Him:unbeiliveableiknow.Im surenobody

wouldtellim marriedtoo.

Me:iwillmakesureeverybodyknowbabedont

worry.

Him:how?

Me:iwillkeeponmakingyouhappyand

stressed.Youknowihavefightingihopewe

dontbecomethosecouplesthatfightandend

upnottalkingtoeachother.

Him:iwillmakesureyouneverstayangryatme

fortoolong.

Hekissedmeandgotontopofme.

Letlotlolovessexsomuchidontthinkitwillbe

hardformetofallpregnant.Im alsothinkingof

gettingfertelitypillsorthedoctorcouldgive

him somethingtoboosthissperm cells.



Palesaleballo

Theweddingwasvergbeautifulandthebride

andgroom lookedoutofthisworldtoo.Roriis

veryshyshehadherheadbowedalmostthe

wholetime.Idontevenwanttomentionthe

dramaherfathercausedbecausehewas

drunkluckilyalotofpeopledidntseehim.Ive

beenhelpingaroundandpulengiswarmingup

tome.Tebatsodoesntlikemeandsheisnt

hidingit.Welllehakweandiarebetterbuthe

hadameetingwithhisfatherandletlotlo's

mother.Hisentiremoodchanged.Wheniasked

him whatwaswronghekeptonsayinghe

doesntwanttohurthisbrother.

YesterdaywhenhisbrotherandRorireturned

heavoidedhim iwashapoybecausehespent

mostofhistimewithme.Hehadchange



entirelyanevenoursexwasdifferent.Itslike

hewasthinkingaboutanotherwomenwhile

withme.Iwasafraidtoevenaskhim.Wesat

outsidetheshopwhileeatingchipsand

sausages.Hisbrotherandwifewalkedtous

handinhandsmilingandgiggling.Ilookedat

lehakweandhehadhiseyesonRori.Helooked

atherthesamewayhisbrotherdid.Fulloflove.

Ihopeim wrongiprayim wrongbecauseiwont

beheldaccountabletowhatidotothisgirlsif

shesnatchesmyonlychanceofleavingthis

place.
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LehakweMotaung.

Theringonherwasoutthereandim verysure

itcantbemissed.Shelookedverybeautifulin

thepinkdressbutblueandblacklooksmuch

betteronherskin.Irememberthefirstdayi



sawher.Shewaswearingatightfitblackdress

butitlookedbrownbecausethecolourhad

wornoff.Letlotlohadcometoseemethatday

atthrclinic.Hehadalwayslikedherfrom a

youngagebuthealwayssaidhewaswaiting

fortherighttime.Whenhehearedthatanother

manwasplanningontakingherasasecond

wifehedecidedtoabducther.Thesameman

whotookhisgirlfriendlesedialsowanted

Rorisang.IwantedRorisangtoobutiknewhow

ruthlessLetlotlocanbe.HelovesRorisang

thatsonethinghecouldnthelphimselfon.I

oncethoughthewascrazyorobsessedwhen

hestartedfollowingheraround.Shewasjust

14andhewas22imaginetheagedifference.I

likedRoritoobutiknewiwouldntbegoodto

her.Iwasntthecommitmenttypebutwheni

sawpalesathingschanged.Iloveherbuti

knowshedoesntandidontcare.



WhenmyfathertoldmeaboutLetlotlo's

problem iwashappy.Notathismiserybecause

ilovemybrotherim heretodaybecauseofhim.

IwashappyiwouldfinallygettobedRorisang.

Sheiseverythingithinkaboutlatelyijustcant

helpit.Wheneverilookatheriimagineusin

bed.Wheneverim havingsexwithpalesaisee

herbeautifulsmile.Ithinkim goingandineed

tostop.Soiplannedatripforpalesaandito

durbanjustforthreedays.Itoldherafterwe

hadchristmasdinnerandshewashappy.Nowi

needtoforgetaboutRori.Im adoctorsoim

goingtofindasolutiontotheirproblem

becauseiknowonceisleepwithherthings

wouldbeawrkwadandprobablybrakethe

relationshipwithmybrother.Heismybiggest

supportsystem andim notgoingtofuckhim

over.

LetlotloMotaung



Ilookedatmywifeasherchestroseandfellas

shebreathed.Ilovedheraomuchandshehad

noideahowtoxicmyloveforheris.Itry

everytimetobeagoodpersonbutiknowdeep

downthatim farfrom beinggood.Sheisthe

lightinmylife.Whenmyfriendssawherthey

werehappybutiknewtheywerealsoworried.

Sheisntgoingtosurvivethekindoflifeilead.I

fellinlovewithherfrom averyyoungage.She

wasshyanddifferentfrom allthegirlsinour

village.Sheisthecalm tomystorm.

Whenimetlesediiwaswillingtoforgetherand

ididforalittlewhiletilllesedifuckedmeover.

Itgotworsewhenihearedherboufriend

wantedtotakemyRorisangasasecondwife

afterlesedi.IknowhowmuchlesedihatedRori.

Whenwewerestilldatingsheoncecaughtme

masturbatingtoherapictureitookfrom afarof



her.Thensheflippedwhenshesawtheamount

ofpictureofRoriihadonmyphone.Iknew

righttherethatlesediwascrazy.Shestarted

insultingandassultingRori.WhenMohautold

meaboutit.Ilaidmyhandonherandijust

couldntstop.Istartedhavingroughsexwith

herbutshestilllovedme.Shedidstop

troublingRorisoileftforjoburgandwheni

returnedshehadmovedon.Iwashurtand

relievedatthesametime.

Igotupandwenttothebathroom.Iwashedmy

faceandworemyrunningoutfit.Mypersonal

doctoradvisedmetoexercisealot.Healso

gavemeafewsupplimentstohelpmeanda

listoffoodanddrinksishouldavoidandthose

thatcanhelpme.Ivealwayswantedtohavea

bighappyfamily.Roriwouldmakeaperfect

mothersincesheloveskids.Whenigotback

from myrunshewasalreadyuprunningaround



listeningtolehakwe'smom sendingheraround.

Ihateitwhentheytakeadvantageofmywife.

Lehakwewenttoatripwiththatjezabelofhis.

Helovesherbutsheisntgoodforhim andhe

knowsit.Actuallytheyaregoodtogethershe

lovesmenandheloveswomentoo.Iwonder

howtheirmarriagewouldbelike.

Me:babypleasecomewithme.

Shestoppedandlookedatmethenlehakwes

mom thenshookherhead.

Me:mapleaseaskpulengtohelpyou.

Rorisangcome.

Sheputtheaxedownandcametome.Who

asksawomentocutfirewood?Mywifetobe

exactshecouldhaveaskedoneofhersons

instead.

Rori:shouldibringyourfoodnoworyouare

bathingfirst?

Me:didyoubathwehavesomewheretobe.



Shelookedatmeconfusedthennodherhead.I

tookoffmyclothesthenwenttoshower.When

iwasdoneifoundherironingourclothes.I

tooktheironandtoldhertoshower.

Wearrivedatmalutiandiboughtbreakfastfor

us.Thencontinueddrivingtobloem ihad

bookedahotelforusnearwindmillcasino.

Aftereatingigaveherthepregnancy

supplementandfruits.Shedidntaskquestions

atall.Lehakweistheonethatprescribedthose

pillsforme.Iwasntplanningonhavingkidsyet

butioverheardmamasayinglehakwewould

havetosleepwithmywife.Theydidnttalkto

mefirsttofindoutifievenwantkidsornot.

Theyjustdecidedwithoutme.

Rori:babe..

Me:mmh.

Rori:thosepillsyouaregivingmewhatarethey



for?

Me:itwillhelpusconcievefast.

Her:butyoudoknowicangetpregnant

naturally?Ivelookeditupandthereisa

possibiltyicangetpregnant.Ifikeepontaking

thesepillstheywouldboostmebutimight

evencarrymorethanonebaby.

Me:ithoughtofivfbutiwentagainstitmy

familywouldneverapprovetheyaretoo

traditional.

Her:wewillbeinjoburgandtheyarehere.Talk

toyourdocandfebruarywecanstartthe

processplease.

Ismiledandnodmyhead.

RorisangMotaung.

Westoppedatsomeshoppingcentreand



Letlotloandtoldmetobuyclothesformyself

hegavemehiscardandwalkedout.Thisshop

waslikeabotique.Theysoldbeautifulclothes.

Theassistantaskedfortheoccasionanditold

herididntknowbutiknewwewerespendinga

nightatthehotel.Sheevenchosetwopairsof

sexylacelingerieitswasblackandred.She

chosetwodressesandheelstomatchthe

lingerieandoneofthedresses.Theywerevery

prettyandexpensivetoo.IcalledLetlotloand

askedhowmuchishouldspendandhewas

like"itsyourmoneytoo."Ionlyhadtwopairsof

shoes,twodresses,askirtandbodysuitthen

thetwolingerieandthetotalwascloseto

R7000.Wheniwasdonehetookmetoasalon

andtheydidmyhairandsomelongnailsididnt

likeitbuttheywerebeautiful.Iveneverthought

iwouldeverhaveaweaveonmyhead.

WhateverididtodeservethisGodshouldtell

mesoicontinue.Hehadalsoboughthimself

clothestooandaswim suitforme.Wearrived



atthehotelandtooabathsinceweweregoing

out.Weshoweredtogetherandhewalkedout

firstasishaved.Wheniwasdonehewasbusy

onhisphonealreadydressed.Hewaswearing

awhitegolftandblackchino'sandformal

shoes.Healsohadablackblazeronthechair.I

tookmythingsandworethelingeriethenthe

blacktightdressandblackheels.Ifeltsezyand

differentitslikethislookboostedmy

confidence.Iwentbacktohim andhehadhis

eyesclosed.Igotontopofhim andkissedhim.

Him:youaredone?

Inodmyheadandstooduphewhistledashe

sawme.

Me:ilookgoodright?

Helaughedandkissedmyneck.

Wehaddinnerandthenwenttosomecasino.

Letlotloreallyhadmoneytowaste.Hebought



themostexpensivebottleofwineandittasted

greatmyfirstintakeofalcohol.Heshowedme

howtoplayonsomemachinesandhelost

whileiwonR9500.Whenivehadenoughwe

left.Themomentweclosedthedoorhealready

hadmeagainstthedoor.Kissingandsqueezing

mybehind.Ihelpedyakeoffhisshirtthen

trousers.Heinzippedmydressanditfell.He

alsoletgoofmeandlookedatmeandsmiled.

Him:canitakeapicpleasebabe.Hesaid

alreadytakingouthisphone.Hetookafew

picturesasididsomesexypose.

Hethrewhisphoneandcametome.He

grabbedmysmallboobsandsuckedonthem.

Mylacepantywasalreaddrenched.Heputme

bytheendofthebedandwidelyopenedmy

legs.Hekissedthem slowlytillhegottomy

temple.Hekissedittoowhilesuckingand



stoppingtoblowsomeair.Iwasshaking

callingouthisname.Hewasdoingmelikehis

lifedependedonit.Heonlystoppedwheni

cameforthesecondtime.

Hetookoffhisboxersandrubbedhimselfon

myentracedrivingmecrazy.Letlotlohasavery

highsexdrivesometimesitscaredme.What

willhappenifhetakesatripandleavesme

behind?Heandihavesexalmosteveryday.

Duringthedaywhenitsjustusandevenat

night.Im notcomplainingbutim worried.

Afterthreedayswewentbackhome.Onthe04

ofjanuarylehakwepaidlobolaforpalesa.It

wassaidthatsheispregnantthatswhythey

rushedthings.Onthe11ththeyhadtheir

traditionalweddingjustsopalesacan

permanentlystaywithlehakwe.Aftermahadi



Letlotlowenttojoburgleavingmeheresincei

hadtohelparoundforthewedding.Itwas

beautifulandverybigforjustatraditional

weddingpalesawentalloutwitheverything.

Herfathermadesuretoinviteprominentpeople

too.

Onthe20ththingshadalreadysettledso

Letlotloarrangedthaticometojoburgihad

missedhim alot.Iwasalsorelievedfrom some

ofthechores.Iwasallowedtowearanything

butnotjeans.Mamasaidicouldwearthem if

myhusbandagreedonlyinjoburg.Palesatook

overthecleaningandcookingtheydidntdoher

anyfavour.Myauntfrom mymotherssidekept

contactshewasapastorswifesosheguided

meandhelpedmeprayeverynight.Tebatso

PulengPalesaandivisistedthechurchtwice

anditwasgood.
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PalesaMotaung

Ivemesseduprealbad.Mypregnancyhasbeen

bothgoodandbad.Thefamilystarted

acceptingmeliketheydidRorisang.Lehakweis

verylovingandalsohequithisjobatthelocal

hospitalsincehisbrotherfoundhim ajobat

someprivatehospitalinsunninghillorsanton

im notsurebutim happywearefinallymoving.

Evenifwewillbestayingwithhisbrotherfora

while.

Thebadthingaboutthispregnancyisthat

moahludiisthefather.Apparentlyiwasalready

pregnantwhenigottogetherwithLehakwe.

Atleastigottogetmarriedquickerthan

anticipated.Ivebeentryingtogetridofthis

babybutkeptonfailling.Lesedipromisedto

helpmeitrustherverymuch.Wehavetodoit



andmakeitseem naturalsincewellmy

husbandisadoctor.Sheshowedmeawayshe

didtoafewofherpregnanciesonethatwas

letlotlo"sthentwoformybrother.Icantbelieve

thefriendihavebutwhoam itojudge.She

gavemeaniddletoinjectmyselfwithonmy

cervix.Itsjustsaltwaternothingelse.Theother

methodistolayonmystomachoralways

squeezeforcefullyonmybump.Ivealready

beendoingallthisfortwodaysnownothingis

happening.

Iwouldkeepthebabyinhopesmyhusband

doesntfindoutbutLehakweisdarkcompared

tomoahladiandi.Iprayforforgivennessfor

whatim doing.Icantimaginealotofcouples

outherewhowantbabiesbutcanthavethem

buthereim killingmyunbornbaby.Mymother

inlawbringmelunchsinceipretendedtobe

sick.Iwastiredfrom doingmostofthechores



andluckilyonlysheunderstandsme.Ormaybe

itbecauseim carryingher"grandchild"?She

putsthetoastedbreadfullofmeltedcheese

andorangejuice.Thetoastisstillhotfrom

whereim sitting.Shesmilesandmassagemy

feettheyaresuddenlyblueandgreenish.

Ma:arefeelingokaymaramakoti?Lookatyour

faceitslikeyouarehavinganallegicreactionto

something.Ilookatherconfused.Itryto

standupandlookmyselfinthemirror.Ilook

awful.Itslikeiwasbeatenup.Suddenlyifeel

dizzyandmynoseisbleeding.Mamastart

callingforhelpandicanthelpbutcry.Whyam i

notfeelingpainanywhereinmystomach?

RorisangMotaung.

Tonightim finallyleaving.Letlotloisalready

heretotakebothpalesaandi.Hearrivedearly



inthemorningandlikeasexstarvedmewe

havebeenatitforhoursnow.Im suremybody

feelslikeivebeenworkingout.Igetupand

walkslowlytothetoilet.Itsverysoreand

painfulwhenipeeikeeponwhimpering.

Letlotlostandonthedoorinallhisnakedglory

andsmirksatme.Heopensthetapsonthetub

andfillsitwithsaltandsomecoconutoil.It

alreadysmellsheavenly.Wesitinthebathtill

thewaterrunscoldthenwetakeashower.

Sinceitsstillrainingoutsidewelayonthebed

nakedandjusttalk.Ikeeponplayingwithhis

hairandhecomplains.

Him:areyouhappy?

Ilookathim confused.

Me:welliwasntforthepastfewdaysbutnow

withyoubymysideim happy.

Hesmiledandlooksaway.

Him:itwasveryhardformebeingfaraway.I



dontwanttoalwaysbeawayfrom you.Iknowit

hasbeenjustafewweeksbutbabyitfeelslike

iveknownyoumywholelife.Ncoohmybaby

bathong.Ipullhisfacecloserandkisshim.And

likearabbidhejumpsontopofmegetting

readytolaymeagain.Im alreadyhotndwetbut

heisstillplayingwithme.Igrabhishugething

anddirectitinsideme.Hestopsandlooksat

meshockedandhesmirks.Hedoesnteven

movesoimovemywaistunderhim.

Him:babyemahle!Hesaysthenkissmy

forehead.Whenhestartsmovingim ataken

back.Heisslowwandallover.Iveneverfeltlike

thisbefore.Itslikeheiscommunicatingwith

myheart.Im cryingandidontknowwhybutits

allinmystomach.Buttefliesdancingandmy

heartbeatingfaster.Mybreathingisvery

differentandmatchingwithhis.Hekissmy

tearswhilemovingupmylegstohisshoulders.

Heisintoodeepandiloveup.Istartshaking



andcursingasifeelmyorgasm coming.I

scream andhemovedfaster...Onlythesoundof

mysoftmaonsandourbodyslappingisheared.

Andwithalowgrowlhecomesandkissmy

nose.

Him:iloveyou..somuchMrsMotaung.Ismiled

andkisshim.Iwrapmylegsonhiswaistashe

movesustothewall.Iknowwhatistocome

andim ready.Buthestoppsassomeone

knockshardonthedoor.Hepausesandlooks

atme..whenhesmilesialreadyknowwhathe

isthinking.Mybackhitsthecoldwallandi

whimper.Heheldmyhandsabovemyheadand

kissmeashemovesfasteranddeeper.There

isntanyemotionsattachedrightnow.Heis

annoyedatthepersonwhodoesntstop

knocking.Asifthatsnotenoughsomeoneelse

takesoverbutbangsthedoor.Wecome

togetherashebitemylowerliptostopmy



screams.Hecarriesmetothebathroom and

wewipeourselvesandgetdressedhisphone

ringsandheopensthedoorwhileim still

dressingup.

Him:what?Heaskthepersononthedoor

irritated.

Suddenlyheisrushingandgrabbingmyhand

justasitiedmydoek.Idontaskanythingashe

throwshiscarkeysatme.Iopenthecarandi

seehisfathercomecarryingpalesaasLetlotlo

comeholdingblankets.Everythingabouthis

sceneiswrong.Ntateshouldntbecarryingher

atall.Butheynonofthebrothersarearound

sinceitsbacktoschoolandwork.Lehakweis

alsoinjoburgatwork.Itakethefrom seatas

lehakwesmom sitswithpalesaattheback.

Shehadstoppedcryingthemomentwearrived

atthehospital.Ifitwasanotherdayiwould



laughatheruglyface.PleaseGoddontletme

lookthathideouswhenigetpregnant.The

nursesrushtoheranditsonlynowshestart

screaming.Ifeelsorryforherbutmostlyfor

lehakwe.Anhourlaterthedoctortellsusshe

lostthebabybutsheisohk.Thedoctoreven

refusedtotelluswhatcausedthemiscarriage.I

sitbackonthechairandmyhandautomatically

movetomystomach.Idontwishthisfor

anyoneevenlesedi.Macalledhersonwhile

cryingim notsurewhathesaidbutitseemshe

isnttakingitverywell.Laterthatdaywewent

homecancellingourtripsincepalesawillbe

dischargedtomorrowmorning.Publichospitals

thou.

Lehakweaskedhisbrothertonotleavepalesa

behindandguesswhathismotherwantsto

comealongtoo.Itdidntendwellasletlotlosaid

hewonttakeherandleavehisownmother.We



decidedonleavingpalesabehindaswellidont

knowwhyim relievedofthat.

ThedrivewassilentasLetlotlohardlysaid

5wordssincewecamebackfrom thehospital

lastnight.

Me:babe..helooksatmethenbackattheroad.

Him:whatisit?

Isigh.

Me:im hungry.

Him:whydidntyoupackfood?

Heaskssuddenlyannoyed.Icheckmyhand

bagwhenirememberthesnackbarsTebatso

gaveme.Ieatabout3beforedrinkingwaterand

closemyeyes.Icantexplainwhatim feeling

butsomethinginmyheartmoved.Itslikea

smallniddlepickbutonlyforafewseconds.

Iopenmyeyesasirealisethecarstopped



moving.Ilookaroundwearenothomeandhe

isnthere.Iseehim walkingoutofthemallits

gettingdarkoutside.Heisholdingabagof

foodfrom Roccomamas.Hedropsthecallthe

momenthegetsinsidehandingmethefood.

Wearriveatthehugehouseashetakemybags

inside.Thehouselightareoff.Irememberhe

mentionedthatgirldoesntworkforhim

anymore.Hewarm thefoodashegoestothe

bedroom withthebags.Idishupforusbuthe

comesbackwearingdifferentclothes.

Him:lockupwhenyougotosleep.

Me:whereareyougoing?

Him:im comingbackdontwaitup.

Iquicklygotohim andblockhisway.

Me:babepleasetellmewhatididyouarent

talkingtomelately.

Hesighs.



Him:itsnotyouitsme.Sopleaseletmebe.I

shakemyheadnoandhughim.ittakesawhile

beforeherelaxesandhugsmeback.

Him:im scared.Iraisemyheadandlookupat

him.Hiseyesareredlikeheisholding

somethingback.Thenirememberhecaught

meholdingmystomachatthehospitalbutim

scaredtoo.

Me:im scaredtoobutwejusthavetogothruit

together.Hemovesbackandsitsonthecouch.

Him:whatifallthisneverworks?

Ismile.

Me:honestlybabeihatedoingallthis.Iwantto

stoptakingallthepillsandyoucandothe

same.Weshouldstayinprayer.

Him:idontunderstand.

Me:wejustgotmarriedbabeandwearealready

stressingaboutbabies?Whenthetimeisright



everythingwillfalkintoplace.Wejusthaveto

believeGodwillblessustoo.Icanfeelitbabe

wewillhaveourbabywithoutthehelpofthis

crazypillsandroutines.

Heleanedbackonthecouchandhishand

coveredhisface.

Him:iknowwhatmyparentsplanondoing.

Ismile.

Me:im yourwifeandtomeyourwordisfinal.

Hesighed.

Him:ivealreadythoughtofanameBokang.He

smiledandkissmyforehead.

Me:itslikeyouareplanningonnamingthebaby

afterme.Igiggle.Hepinchmythighandmove

away.Itakeoffhisshoesandhelooksatme

confused.

Me:im bringingthefoodyouarenotgoing

anywhere.



Helaughsasiwalkaway.
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RorisangMotaung.

5monthslater.

Itsnearlythemonthendofjuneandwearestill

stayingwithpalesaandherhusband.Everytime

hefoundahousepalesadoesntlikeit.She

alwayshasexcuseafterexcuse.Sheactually

wantsahousebiggerthanours.Lehakwetried

toreasonwithherbutsheisnthavingit.Much

toLetlotlo'sannoyancehedoesntlikeher.She

spentsmoneylikeitgrowsontrees.Shehas

nowbecomeaslayqueengoingtopartieswith

varsitystudentshekeepsasfriends.Im also

studyingparttimeandworkatacafenear

Letlotlo'soffice.Heboughttheshopsoican

keepbusy.Atfirstitwasjustlikeanynormal

coffeeshopbutiaddedbreakfasttothemenu



thenlunchandpeopleloveit.Im alwayshere

whenim freestayinghomewoulddriveme

crazy.Letlotloisamanwithconnectionsidont

knowhowhemanagedtoregistermetowrite

mymatricwithoutgrade11.Bythetimethe

clockhits15pm im outthedoorandalready

walkingtothemall.Im friendswithzaneleand

zihletheyaresistersandwivestoLetlotlo's

friends.Itakeeverythingfordinnertonighti

wantittobespecialsinceourhousemates

wenthomeforthelongweekend.Ionlycameto

workbecauseLetlotlowentgolfingwithhis

friends.Itakeoutthehotwingsimarinated

lastnightandputthem inthegrill.Imade

mushroom andchickensaladforthestarters.

Forthemaincourseimadeslowroastlamb

somemashpotatoesandgravy.Ididntbother

tomakedessertiknowhehatessugarythings

soiwillgivehim thewingswhilewecatcha

movie.



Hearrivedearlythanheshouldbutluckilyiwas

donewitheverything.

Him:whatareyoumaking?Hesaysalready

checkingtheoven.

Me:chickenandlamb.Howwasyourday?

Hekissmyneckandtakeoutbeerfrom the

fridge.

Him:itwasboringbabe..ihateplayinggolf

whenitsthiscold.

Me:thenwhydidyougo?

Him:siyawaspouchingclientssonkosiandi

wenttohelp..heflexeshishandandsitdown.

Me:sodidhegetany?

Helaughsandshakeshishead.

Him:hecantplaygolfhewasjustusingusso

hegotnothingwellnkosidid..



Me:andyou?

Him:idonthavetimefornewclientswhati

havenowisenough.Doyouneedhelpim

hungry..

Me:im alreadydoneyoucangoandtakea

shower.Helooksatmeandsniffhisarmpits.

Him:mmhnoiwilljustwaithere.

Wheniwasdoneiservedthestatersittingnext

tohim thenthelambwithmashandgrayialso

servedhim thewingsinabowl.Helovesmeat

thisone.Hewashedthedishesandpotswhen

weweredone.Ichoseamovieandmadegreen

tea.Im avoidingcaffainesinceididntgetmy

period.Itsonlybeen2weeksidontwanttoget

myhopesupfornothing.

Him:thatblanketisthinitscoldhere.

Me:fetchanotherone.Hefrownsbefore

walkingaway.Hecomesbackwiththebiggest

blanketandthrowsitatme.Heonlyjoinsme



afterhefinishedhisthirdbottleofbeer.

Him:youarestillonyourperiod?Ishakemy

headnoandthatgiveshim apasstotakeoff

myclothes.Ididnttellhim imissedmyperiod

hejustknowsmydates.Sometimeswedo

havesexwhileim onmyperiodsometimesi

dontlethim.

Iopenmyeyesanditsalreadymorningweslept

onthecouch.Wehardlygetachancetobethis

free.Imoveawayfrom hisholdandwearhis

shirt.Iusethetoiletfirstandpeeitscolouris

evendifferent.Iwashmyhandsandgoprepare

breakfast.Itakemyphoneandcheckearly

sighnsofpregnancy.Constanturinationyesi

dothat.Tenderbreast?Icheckandthey

swollenyesbutnotthey"vealwaysbeenlike

that.Iplaywithmynipplesandtheyare

sensitive.MaybeitsbecauseLetlotlosleeps

withhishandsthere.Fatigue?No.Nauseayes



butwithoutvomiting.

Wellafewthingscheckout.Itakethefoodand

wakeLetlotloup.

Him:whyareyouupsoearly?

Me:iwashungryhereeat..Hetakesthefood

andeatwhilewatchingme.Whenhetakesthe

platesawayifoldtheblankets.

Him:istillwanttosleepbabeitscoldoutside.

Me:finebutnothereiwanttoclean.Hecomes

closerandkissmewhilepushingmedownwith

him.

Idontknowhowmanytimeswehadsextoday.

Weevenleftourclothesintheloungeandtook

abathandhadsexandsleptonthebed.He

orderedfoodforlunchanddinner.Mybodyis

verysoreasistandupfrom thetoiletseat.

Tomorrowhisbrotheriscomingbackargh.



Dontgetmewromgidonthaveaproblem with

him justhislazywife.Imakebreakfastwhile

callingLetlotlo'sdoctortosetupan

appointmentlatertoday.Nowiwilljustneedan

excusetoleavethehouse.Ireallydontwantto

disappointhim.We'vebeenthroughthis3times

anditwasalljustfake.Mamacallsasweare

playingmonopolyandtellsussheiscomingto

visitus.Ijusthopeshedoesnthaveareasonto

comehere.Ihopesheisntcomingheretosay

itstimeisleepwithlehakwebecauseim not

ready.

Zaneletextmesheisoutsidesinceiaskedher

tocomewith.IkissLetlotloasiwalkoutand

siyawalksin.

Me:youdidnttellyourhusbandwhereweare

goingright?

Zanele:ofcoursenot.Sowhataregoingtodo.I



hopeyoudonthavecancerandyoudontwant

yourhusbandtofindout?Sheisseriousandi

laugh.

Me:noitsforpregnancytest.Ismileandshe

fakesasmile.

Her:whyarentyoutellinghim then?

Me:idontwantwhathappenedthelasttimeto

happenagain.Ihateitwhenheissadanddrunk.

Shesmilesandwipeatearfrom hereye.

Her:ihopeyouarepregnantthistime.Iwatched

youtoothelasttimeandiknowitskillingyou

too.

Ilookawayandsigh.Weparkoutsideandstay

forafewminutestillthedoctorparkshercar

nearours.itssundaytodayandshewasnt

workingsoiaskedafavour.Shegreetsusand

opensupherprivatesurgary.Shegivesmea

cuptopeeonthentakesitaway.Myhandsare

shakingbuthavingzanelehereishelping.She



comesbackhummingasong.

Doc:canyoutakeoffyourunderwearandcome

here.Idothatandgetonthebed.Iseeher

openacondom andputsitonthisstrange

machine.Sheapplieslubricantonmethenpush

thatthinginsideme.Ihatethis.OnlyLetlotlois

allowedtobeinsidemelikethat.Themachine

nexttomestartbeepingloudlyandzaneleis

abouttocry.Sheisscaringmenow.Thedoctor

sighsandsmiles

Doc:finally...wellyouare4weekspregnant.

Iwanttoscream butim justshockedtoeven

move.Shepatmylegsandhelpsmeup.Zanele

isreallycryingibreatheinandoutandmytears

finallycomeout.

Doc:comeineedtotakeyourbloodtheniwill

callandinform youwhenyoucancomeandwe

willcheckhowthebabyis.Thelasttimeyou

werehereyousaidyoustoppedthepillsright?



Inodmyheadwhilewipingmytears.She

standsupaftertakingmybloodandhugsme.I

dontknowhowtoThankGodforthisgifthe

hasgivenme.

Weparkthecaroutsideandstayinthecarstill

inahug.

Zanele:letsgoinside.

Me:shoulditellhim?

Zanele:waitamoment..shesearchesfor

somethingandgivesmeapregnancytest.

Me:whatdoidowiththis?

Her:wellgoandtakethetestnowandwrapthe

boxforhim.

Ismileandhugheragain.Iwillgiveittohim on

hisbirthday.
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Palesamotaung.

IwasfinallywarminguptoRorisang.Sheis

trulyagoodandhumblepersonbutidoubtshe

andicouldeverbefriends.Iwaswillingtobe

civilwithherbjtnowidontthinkthatsever

possible.Nothingiseverenoughformeiknow

that,im actuallyaverygreedypersonandive

longacceptedthat.Lehakwedoesntwantto

buythekindofhouseiwant.Heisntintobig

thingsandhelikestolivehislifecomfortably

andnevergooverboard.Youwontbelievethat

hewantedustobuyahousearoundtembisa

evenmidrandisbetterbecauseiaintgoingto

tembisanever.IenjoystayingoveratLetlotlo's

houseitsmuchbiggerandverybeautiful.The

bedroomsareveryspaciousandbeautifultoo.

Rorisangisaveryluckygirlsheactuallyhas

whatiwant.Iknowitscreepybutisometimes



daydream aboutLetlotloandidoingit.Ionce

caughtthem havingsexinthekitchenbutthey

didntseeme.ThewayRorisangwasmoaning

andscreamingmademetobefullofenvy.Why

islesedisohunguponLetlotlolikethis?Isit

becauseofthesex?Sexwithlehakweisgreat

verymuchthatithinkim fallinginlovewithhim.

Ivesuddenlygrownjealoustoo.Likethisone

womenfrom hisworkwhatifheonedayhe

wantsaneducatedwomen?Rorisangdoesnt

havematricbutsheisworkingtowardsgetting

itwhileihaveit

buthavenointeresttouseit.

Me:babe...

Lehakwe:mmmhhesaidstillbusyonhislaptop.

Me:soiwasthinkingofgoingbacktoschool.

Tostudymaybeparttimebutifthatsohkwith

you.

Heturnedaroundandlookedatmefrowning.



Him:areyouokay?Whydoyouwanttostudy.

Me:whyyoudontwantmetostudy?Heclosed

hislaptopandsatnexttome.

Him:itsnotthatim justsuprisedithoughtyou

wantedtobeahousewife.

Me:butyouhateitwhenispendyourmoney.

Him:comeonbabyyouspendingthemoney

recklesslyyetyoustillwantabiggerhouse.

Howwillthathappenwhenyoukeepspending

unneccesarily?

Isighedheisright.

Me:im sorry...butwecanrentaflatthenjusta

twobedroom flatisfinethenmaybewhenwe

havekidswecanbuyourhome.

Hesmiledandkissedme.

Him:iloveyou.Hesaidhishandalreadyunder

mytop.

Me:mmhsowhataboutRorisang?imeantheir



situationwithherhusband.

Him:aahbabyyouareruiningmymood.

Ifrowned.

Me:baby.

Him:iwontdoitrelax.

Me:thankyou...igotontopofhim andwe

kissed.

Hisfatherhadaskedustocomehomeforthe

longweekend.Thenhecalledonlylehakwetoa

meeting.Isneakedinandlistenedandwhati

hearedinfuriatedme.Itsnotlehakwe'sfaulthis

brothercanthavekids.Nowmyhusbandhasto

sleepwithRorisangandhavekidswithhim?not

whenim stillaliveitwonthappen.Luckilywe

leavewiththem soiwontgivethem that

chance.Notwhileim stillaroundandkicking.



RorisangMotaung.

Iopenedmyeyesandlookedaround.Letlotlo

wassleepingbesidesme.Itwasverycoldtoday.

Icheckedthetimeanditwas05:45am .Ikissed

hislipsandmovedawayfrom him.Iwenttothe

bathroom andwashedmyfacethenbrushed

myteeth.Iwenttothekitchenandmade

breakfast.Imadeoatswithcinnamonfor

myselfandfullenglishbrealfastforhim with

coffee.Hewasstillasleepwheniwalkedback

inibputthefoodasideandgotunderthe

blankets.Wesleptnakedsoitwaseasy.Itook

offmygownandwrappedmylegsonhiswaist.

Hemovedbutdidntwakeup.Myhandmoved

slowlyfrom hischestdowntohismember.Ibit

mylowerlipandmoanedasifelthowhardhe

was.Hegroanedbeforeopeningoneeye.

Him:babe...hevoicesoundedsleepyandmyclit

vibrated..



Me:mmh.

Him:dontdothat.Ismiledandkissedhim then

gotoffhim.

Him:whatcomebackididntmeanit.Ilaughed

andtookthefoodtohim.

Me:becarefulwhatyouwishformylove.He

smiledandkissedme.

Weatewhilejokingaround.

Itooktheplatesdownstairsandifoundmyself

eatingice-cream tillheshoutedformetocome

backtobed.Iputitawayandwentback.He

wassittingonthebedholdingtheplasticfrom

clicksthathadtheclearbluepregnancytest.

Him:whatareyoudoingwiththisRorisang?

Ibitmylowerlipanddecidedtolie.

Me:ithasalwaysbeenherebabe...ijusttookit

outyesterday.Helooksatmeandchuckles

dangerously.



Him:welietoeachothernow?

Ishookmyheadnoandsatbesidehim putting

myheadonhisshoulderforbalance.

Me:im tellingyouthethruth.

Helooksinsideandtakesouttheslip.Shitshit

shit!!.

Him:Rorisang..hesnapped.

Iplayedwithmyfingersavoidinghisdangerous

glare.

Me:im sorry.

Hechuckledandmovedaway.Helookedatme

thenwenttothebathroom throwingtheboxat

me.Whydontijusttellhim anyway.Ihearthe

showerrunningandtakethepregnancytest

withme.Isitbythetoiletandwaitforhim to

finish.Hestopswipinghimselfwhenhesees

me.Iopentheboxandtakeoutthepregnancy

testandpeeonit.



Him:whatareyoudoing?

Me:im takingthetest.

Him:weagreeetoleteverythinggoRorisang.

Infactyouaretheonewhotoldmetobepatient

andbelievethatourtimewillcome.Nowyou

aretheonegoingbehindmybackbuying

pregnancytestforwhat?

Me:ididntbuyitbecauseiwantedtoknowifi

waspregnantornot.

Helooksatmeconfused.

Him:whatisitusedforifnotthat?Ismiled.

Me:iboughtitasagift.Herelookatit.He

frownsbuttakesitanyway.Ilookathis

reactiongoesfrom sadconfusedreliefedand

happy.Hequicklycarriesmeupandspinsme

aroundkissingmeallovermyface.

Me:thatshouldhavebeenyourbirthdaygift.He

putsmedownandkissmedeeply.



Him:thisisthebestgiftever.Thankyouvery

much.Hehugsmeandwecryineachothers

arms.Wehavebeenwaitingforsolongandi

hopemybabymakesit.Idontwanttobein

palesa'sshoesidontthinkicouldsurvive

loosingmybaby.Heputsmedownandkissme

pushingtothebed.Hishandmovetomy

stamochandmovesdownandkissit.Igiggle

whileholdinghishead.

Me:babecanwewaitforalittlewhilebeforewe

tellanyone.

Hesmilenoddinghisheadim sureheisnt

listeningtome.

Him:ihopeitsagirl.

Me:iwantaboywhowilllooklikeyou.He

laughsandhugsme.

Him:whoelseknows?

Me:zihleandzaneleitookherwithtothe

hospital.Hekissmeandcarrymeontopofhim .



Him:isuretheirhusbandsknowsothatsthe

onlypeoplewhowillknowtillweareorwecan

waitforDecember.Ismileandnodmhhead.

Wegetbackintobedwithhim nakedandmy

chestonhischestwhilehishandisonmh

stomach.

Hisparentsarecomingtonightijusthopehis

motherdoesntseeim expectingtillwetellthem

onDecember.
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Ihadjustfinishedwashingdishesafterwehad

dinner.Wewereonlyexpectionntateand

mamaonlybutthatannoyingandcontrolling

auntwasheretoo.Bythelookofthingsshe



likedPalesaandiactuallydidntcare.Ialso

fixedroomsforthem .Imadeteafortheelders

onlyiwasntgonnamakeforpalesaandher

husbandwhileshesits.Afteriservedtheteai

tookthelastboxofbuscuitsandputthem ina

plate.Myfather-inlawthankedme.Isatnextto

Letlotlo.

Aunt:ipromiseshewontstaylongitsjustup

untilshefindsherownplace.Letlotlogroans

besideme.

Mama:dontworryausiim sureLetlotlowont

mind.

IlookatLetlotloandhelooksaway.Iwonder

whattheyaretalkingabout.

Letlotlo:whatevermamathisisalreadyahotel..

heclickeshistongueandlooksaway.Ooh

Ntate:thatisnowaytotalktoyourmother

Letlotlo.

Letlotlo:nontatewhyarenttheyaskingme,Or



mywife?Maybeimadeamistakeallowing

Lehakwetostayhere.Hestandsuppullingme

upwithhim.Helooksangrybutheistryingto

keepitdown.Hegoestothebathroom asifix

thebed.Iwalktotheclosetlookingfor

somethingsexytowear.Ifindthelingeriezihle

giftetmemonthsago.Shehadboughtitfor

herselfonlinebutwhenitarriveditwastwo

sizessmaller.Icovereditupwithmygownand

waitedforhim tocomeout.Meanwhileitook

outhisworkclothes.Ihadalreadyironedthem.

Hewalkedoutjustinatowel.Hekissedmy

neckasiwentpasthim.Itookaquickwarm

showerireallyneedtoshavenowthatilookat

myself.Iturnofftheshoweramdfillthebath.

Hewalksinwearinghisboxersonly.

Him:ithoughtyouweretakingashower.

Helookedattheshavingcream andmachine.

Me:im bathingdidyouneedanything?



Him:uhhm auntwantedtotalktoyou.Letme

helpyousoyoucanbefaster.Hepicksmeup

andputsmeinthetoiletsitspreadingmylegs.I

giggleashespreadsthecoldcream.

Me:aahbabe..imoanasherunshisfingerover

myclit.

Him:whatisntitdonethisway?

Hestartshavingmewhileteasingme.Whenhe

isdonehepicksmeupandputmeinthebath.

Me:aahbabeyouarenotdonewhataboutmy

legsandarmpits?

Him:icleanedthemostimportantpartbabe.He

kissesmeandbathsme.Ifeellikeababyright

now.Myphoneringsnearthesinkandhepicks

itupfrowning.

Him:ntate...wearegoodandyou?...thatsgood

tohear...yeah..uhm itsohk...yestomorrowis

goodtoo...alrightntate..goodnight.heputsthe

phonedownandcomesback.



Me:whoisit?Hesmileandkissmynoseand

forehead.

Him:yourfather.

Me:mmmhthen..

Him:thenwhat?Ikeepquiettillhefinishes.He

picksmeupandwipesmethentakesmeto

bedaftercleaningthebath.

Him:baby..

Me:mmh.

Him:whenarewegoingtothedoctoragain...he

askkissingmythighs.

Me:whenyouaahhhfree....hesucksmyclitso

goodiwanttocry...hesucksmetillmylegs

shakeandblowsairicryouthisnameasicome.

Hetakesoffhisboxersandheslapsmyclit

withhismonsterbeforegoingin..imoanasi

stretchtoaccomodatehim fully.Heputsmy

legsonhisshouldersandthrustindeeplyasi



scratchhisback...

Him:fuckbabyaghyousohotbabe..

Me:aaayesyeesyesyesbaby....lee..aanyes

fasterbaby..thentheworstthinghappens.

Letlo:whatthefuckauntie..hescreamscovering

usup.Ihidmyfaceonhischest..iwanttocry

sobad.

Aunt:auhm sorrysorryRoriiwantedustotalk.

Letlotlo:sheisntcomingpleasego..ihearthe

doorclosingandhegetsuptolockthelockthe

door.Itakethepillowandcovermyalready

tearyface.

Letlo:babeim sorry..

Ijustnodmyhead.Hetakesthepillowfrom my

eyesandfrownswhenheseesim crying.Ifeel

stupidforcrying.

Him:babecomeon.Youshouldntbetheone

embarassedbecauseofthisitsherfaultshe



didntknock.

Me:iwassoclosebabeands.shejustruinedit

babe..

Helooksawayandstartlaughing.

Ihithim withapillowandhewipeshistears.

Him:im sorrybabecomeletdaddytakecareof

you.Hepullsmetotheedgeofthebedand

bendsmeoverdogstyle.

Iwokeupveryearlyandpreparedbreakfast.

Letlotlowalkedinwearingjustsweatpantsand

noshirt.Ifrownedandhejustpeckedmylips.

Him:whyareyouupsoearly?Youdonthaveto

gotoworkbabe.

Me:idontwanttoseeyourauntyet.Hesmiles

andsqueezemyasswhilenibblingonmyear.

Him:didthedoctorgiveyouanypills?Isighand

turnaroundputtingmyhandsonhisneck.



Me:shedidntdidntgivemeanything.Wecango

todaylater.Heshakeshisheadno.

Him:yoursistersarecomingtodaywecango

lateronfriday.

Me:theyarecomingwhere?

Him:herebabe.Ihuffandmoveawayfrom him.

Sothatswhatmyfatherwascallingabout.They

nevercheckeduponmeevernowheissending

hiskidshere.

Me:wherewilltheysleep?Didyouforgetyour

cousinisalsocomingtoday?

Him:theywillhavetoshare?

Me:youshouldhavetoldhim noLetlotlo.Nowi

willhavetoslavearoundmyownhouseto

accomodatethosebrats?Hemovestomyside

andhugsme.Whyam isuddenlyfeelinglike

this.

Him:im sorrybabyiwilltalktothem whenthey



arrive.

Me:ijustwanttocrybabyisthatwrong.Ican

feelhischestfallandrisequicklyheislaughing

iknow.Ihithischest.

Me:stoplaughing..ifeelbetternow.Ismiled

andhekissedme.

Him:howlongdoyouthinktheywillbeherefor?

Me:3weekstillschoolopen.

Hecontinueseatingandpalesawalksin

greetingus.IkissLetlotloandhedeepensit.

"Haibo"someoneshoutsandwestop.Itshis

aunt.

Aunt:eveninthekitchen.

Letlotlo:itsourhouseaunt..ntatealsowalksin.

PalesaMotaung.



Lehakweandididntsleepatalllastnight.He

wasnervousaboutthemeetinghisparentsand

auntwantedtohavewithRorisang.Iwokeup

earlyandtookmymorningafters.Im not

planningonhavingababyyet,luckilyLehakwe

agreeswithme.Iwalkedtothekitchenandthe

lovebirdswerelaughing.Igreetedanddished

upforLehakweandi.Ilookedatthem and

Letlotlowasntwearingashirt.Theywere

talkinglookingintoeachotherseyes.Hishand

wasonherstomach.Theystartedkissingand

thatswhenauntwalkedin.Anyonecouldtell

howsheannoyedLetlotloRorisangwasnteven

lookingather.Theyfinishedeatingandwalked

awayholdinghands.Mamaandntatewalkedin

giggling.Idishedupforthem andgave

Lehakwehisfoodashewalkedin.

Mama:mmhyouputsaltintheoats?Sheasked

lookingatme.



Aunt:itsgoodneh?

Me:nomamaRorisangistheonethatcooked.

Shesmiledandnodherhead.

Mama:ittastebetterwithsalt.

Me:itsthemargerinesheputin.

Shelookedattheoatsandcontinuedeating.

Ntate:Lehakwewhenareyouleavingyour

brothershouse?

Lehakweswallowed.

Lehakwe:soonntate.

Mama:lethim bepapa.

Ntate:noitsbeenmonthsLetlotloneverhad

timealonewithhiswife.Thesametimeyou

andyourwifeshouldhave.Pleaseyouneedto

givethem spacesotheycanenjoytheirown

company.Andwenamakotiiveseenhowyou

dontevenhelpherhere.Shehadtocook,clean

upaftereveryoneincludingyourhusband.You



couldntevenhelpwashdishesormakeustea?

Nowshehadtowakeupandmakebreakfast

forusall?Tellmewhatisitthatyoudo

becauseiknowyoudontwork?

Lehakwe:ntateplease.

Ntate:noiwantyoutwooutofthishouseina

week.Wenaleratoyourdaughtershouldfind

herselfaplaceinjustaweekam iclear?

Aunt:butthatlittletime.

Ntate:idontcare.

Hestoodupwithhiscoffeeandwalkedout.We

alllookedateachothersuprised.Lateron

LetlotlowalkedoutfollowedbyRorisangafter

shemadelunchboxforhim.Ilookedatthem

walkoutholdinghandsthenwenttohiscar.He

kissedherthenherstomachthendroveoff.Is

shepregnant?Pleasepleaseletherbepregnant.



Aunt:whatdidyoutellntatewena?Auntasked

herthemomentshewalkedbackin.

Mama:leratopleasedontstartweallknow

ntatewasright.Justfindabackroom foryour

daughterquickly.Mamasaidthenwalkedaway.

AuntlookedatRorisanguoanddownthen

walkedaway.ifinishedcleaningthehouseand

lookedforRorisang.Ifoundherattheother

spareroom andwalkedin.

Shewasonthephonewithherhusbandjudging

bythewayshewasblushing.Lehakwedoesnt

callmewhenheisatworksheislucky.She

droppedthecallsmilingandlookedatme.I

clearedmythroatbeforetalking.

Me:areyoufixingtheroom forthecousin?

Her:no.Mysistersarecoming.shesaid

annoyedim notsurebymeorhersisters.

Me:youdontlookhappyatall.

Her:justthatwenevergotalong.



Me:thenwhydidyouagreetheycome?

Her:ididntLetlotlodid.Inoddedmyhead.

Me:soareyoupregnant?

shelookedtakenbackbymyquestion.

Her:uhm eeerhnowhotoldyouthat.She

nervouslylaughed.

Sheislyingtome.

Me:welliknowwhattheparentswantyouand

myhusbandtodo.Pleasedontdoit.

Shesmiled

Her:itoldLetlotloandhesaidishouldntsoi

wontdontworry.Ibreathedoutandsmiled.

Me:ireallyhopeyouarepregnant.Isaidthen

walkedout.Formyselfishreasoniwishedshe

waspregnantandjustafraidoftellingme.



RorisangMotaung.

Thedriverhelpedmeoffloadeverything.Itook

itinsidethehouseandunpacked.Palesa

walkedandsaidshewouldcooktonight.She

evenpreparedlunchiwonderwhy.Iquickly

walkedoutbecauseiaskedtheuberdriverto

waitformeandhereallydid.Hedrovemeto

parkstationandifoundmysistersalready

waitingwiththeirbigbags.Ihuffedandfetched

them.Theycouldntstoptalkingorrather

complainingaboutthelongdrive,theheatand

theamountofpeopleinjoburg.Ihavetosay

thouim nolongerthatgirlthatcrieseasily.I

usedtocryeasilybutnowidontthinkim like

thatanymore.Wearrivedatthehouseandmy

husbandwasback.Hewassittingoutsidewith

hisfatherandbrotherlaughing.Thetwo

brothersstoodupandgreetedkatlehoand

koketsowhocouldntstoplookingaround.



Letlotlo:heybabe...hekissedmeandsmiledat

methenwinkedaftertakingthetwinsbags.

Me:dumelantate..

Ntate:makoti.Comesitdownyoumustbetired.

Palesa!Palesa!

Palesacameoutrunning.

Palesa:ntate.

Ntate:pleasebringmesomejuiceandthose

cookiesyoubaked.

Shebaked?Sheleftandcamebackwithajug

ofjuicetwoglassesandthecookiesallinatray.

Ithankedher.

Ntate:howishetreatingyou?Ismiled.

Me:im happywearehappy.

Hechuckled.

Him:im gladtohearthat.Ihadneverthought

heevengetmarried.Hewastheonlychildwho



nevergotalongwithhissiblingsgrowingup.He

wasclosedoffhelikedhisowncompanytoo.I

thinkhethoughtineverlovedhim becausehis

motherfellpregnantagainwhenhewasjust

8monthsold.Whenhismothergavebirth4our

daughterwasdisabled*sigh*shepassedon

whenshewassixandshewasagainpregnant.

Me:ididntknowhehadanothersister.

Him:henevertalksaboutheractuallyithinkhe

neverlikedher.Shetookhisparentslovefrom

him.Hewasraisedbymybrotherswifeactually.

Evenwhenhegrewupwenevergavehim thr

loveachilddeservesfrom hisparents.Heis

herebecauseofhisownhardwork.Soplease

bepatientwithhim ifheclosesoff.

Inodmyheadinagreement.

Me:iwill.Lefikacamebackholdingacoldbottle

ofbeerandsatdown.Letlotlostoodbehindme

andwhisperedthatifollowhim.



Wegottothebedroom andhehuggedmeafter

kissingmyforehead.

Him:howareyoufeelingtoday?Ilookedupat

him andsmiled.

Me:im good.

Him:thebaby.Hesaidputtinghishandonmy

stomach.

Me:thebabyisoktoo.Ihopeheis.

Hrchuckled.

Him:youhopingforaboy?

Me:icanfeelitsaboy.

Him:soundsgoodbutiwantedadaughterasa

firstborn.

Me:wellwearehavingaboysorry.Myfeethurt

im goingtorestfor...iwasstoppedbykatleho

walkinginlookingaround.



Me:whyarentyouknocking?Iaskedstepping

awayfrom letlotlo.

Her:didntknowyouwereinhere.

Me:soyouweregoingtowalkintomyroom

withoutmypermission?

Her:uhm nosorryijustwantedtoborrowyes

borrowafewthings.

Me:nosoyoucangoandneverstepinsideof

thisroom oranybedroom besidetheoneyou

aresleepingin.

Her:mxm mamadidsayjoburgwillchange

you..youhaveastinkingattitude.

Letlotlo:iwontletyoutalktomywifeyourelder

sisterlikethatinpresence.Maybeyouareused

toitinyourhousebutnothere.Youwont

disrespectherinherhomeareweclear.

Shefrownedandnodherhead.

Letlotlo:Goodbecauseidontwantherstressing



becauseofyoutwonowyoucango.Tsk

Shehurriedout.

Me:thankyou.Ihuggedhim hidingmyteary

eyesbutwheniblinkedtheyfellontohisshirt.

Hesighedwhenherealisedhisshirtiswet.

Him:ivegotyourbackbaby.Pleasedontlet

them disrespectyoueveragainohk.Inodmy

headandhekissedmyforehead.Wewalked

outtothelounge.

Me:whyareyouevenhomeearly?

Him:iwasboredandimissedwenever

finishedofftgismorningdidwe?Igiggleashe

letgoofmyfeetandmoveduponthrcouchto

kissme.Someoneclearedtheirthroatsand

sawauntlookingatusannoyed.Mytwinsister

weregigglingbehindher.Theysatdownand

watchedt.vwithus.Lateronlehakwewalkedin.



Hewasholdingtwobigbagswhiletwogirls

walkedin.Theotheronewaswearingavery

tightdressthatwasnteventhere.Shehada

longmaroonweaveshewasbeautifulbutthe

outfitandlongnailswereano.

Aunt:lesegoisthatyou?yohpeoplechange

shameilastsawyou2yearsago.

Thegirlgiggledasauntstooduptohugher

thenherdaughteramohelang.

Amo:sheisamodelnowmamaifyouallowed

metheniwouldbelookinggoodlikeher.I

noticedlehakwewascheckingoutthegirland

sowasLetlotlo.

aftertheyfinishedtheirconvotheygreetedus.

Apparentlythegirlwillbestayingheretoo.I

lookedatletlotloandhewaslookingatthatgirl

asshesatonthecouchfacingus.

Aunt:ihopeyoudonthaveaproblem withthe



twoofthem stayingheretighttlotlo.

Letlotlosmiledandnodhishead.

Aunt:rightthentheywilltaketheroom nextto

mine.

Me:mysistersaresleepingthereaunt.

Aunt:theywillhavetosleeponthefloorthey

areyoung.

Me:noway.Theygotherefirst.

Aunt:thisisntyourhousewena.Yoursisterswill

sleephereontheloungethatsfinal.

Ilookedoveratletlotloandhewasnteven

listening.Somuchforhavingmyback.

Afterdinneritookblanketsfrom ourbedroom

andwentwiththem tothelounge.

Me:koketsohere..shestoodupandtookthe

blankets.



Letlotlo:wonttheyfittogetheronthebed?

Mxm ijustignoredhim andcontinuedasifi

wasnthearinghim.Mamaandntatewalked

awaytotheirbedroom followedbyaunt.Amo

andlesegowereontheirpijamasbusyontheir

phones.Thetwinshadtowaitforthem before

theysleep.

Letlotlo:Rorisang..

Iwalkedtothekitchenandhadwaterthenwent

tobed.Letlotlowalkedandpulledtheblanket

offmeandthrewitonthefloor.

Him:whatiswrongwithyou?

Me:nothing.Pleasepullbacktheblanketsim

cold.

Him:whyareyoursisterssleepinginthelounge

itisntabedroom.

Isighed.

Me:ifyouwerenotbusylustingoveranother



womeninmypresenceyoucouldhaveheared

thatthisisntmyhouse.

Helaughedmyheartclenched.

Him:whatareyoutalkingabout?Iwasntlusting

overanyone.

Me:ohkcanisleepnow?Heclickedhistongue

andthrewall3blanketsonmethenwenttothe

bathroom.

PalesaMotaung.

Ilookedatlehakweashesippedonhisbeer.He

wasstilllookingatthatgirl.

Me:babeim tired.

Him:mmh.

Nxathisguydoesntknowme.

Itookthebeerandhedidntevennotice.Itookit



tothekitchenandpouredsaltthentookitback.

Hetookthebeeragainwithoutevenlookingat

ithiseyeswereonthatgirlorthet.vhewas

obliviouslystaringatheryellowthighs.He

gulpeditbutspititoutquicklyanditallwentto

hiscousinandherfriend.

Amo:whatthehelllehakwe?

Lehakwe:shitim sorry.Hetookthethrowfrom

thecouchandwipedthegirlhishandtouching

hisbreast.

Me:lehakwe!Iyelledandhestoppedlikehe

rememberediwasintheroom.Mxm itookthe

beerandleftthem there.Igottoourroom it

hurtseeinghim lustingoveranother

women.whatwasievenexpectinglehakweisa

knownplayerandithoughtiwouldchangehim?

Mxm im juststupidforevenfallinginlovewith

him.

Hewalkedinandlookedatme.



Him:babeim sorryijustwantedtowipethe

beeroffher.

Me:youhavebeenlookingathersinceshe

arrivedbothyourandbrother.Hedidnteven

hearyourauntyellingatherinfrontofhim .

Wenaoworseyoudidnteveneat.Nxawhydidi

everthinkyouwouldchange?Menarejust

disgustingyouallaredogs.nxaebileyouwill

sleeponthecouchmaybeyouwilldream about

herpeacefully.Ithrewapillowathim.Hejust

shookhisheadandfixedthecouch.Hedidnt

evenarguewithmeandthathurt.Iknowjust

howtopunishhim.

Iwenttothebathroom andtookashower.It

wascoldbutiwantedtodothis.Iwalkedout

withjustthetowelonmeonly.Iwenttothe

closetandbentdownprentendingtolookfor

something.Ithenmovedtothemirrorand

lookedaroundmythingsthendecidedtoapply



lotiononmybody.Icouldfeelhim standing

nearme.

Him:babewhatareyoulookingfor?Heheldmy

handbringinghimselfcloser.

Icouldfeelhisbonerpokingmyass.

Me:igotitnowmoveawayfrom me..hedidnt

soipushedhim away.

Itookoffthetowelandgotintobednaked.He

satonthecouchburryinghisfaceinhishands.

Iswitchedoffthesidelampandslept.

Sorryforthelateupdate
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IwokeuptangleduparoundLetlotloandthat



annoyedmequickly.Iroughlypushedhim away

andhewokeup.

Him:babewhatswrong?

Ididntanswerhim iwenttotheshowerandgot

in.ItookoutclothesforLetlotloanditoo.He

wastextingonhisphonesoiwalkedoutand

wokemysistersup.Theywerecomplainingsoi

toldthem im takingthem toworkwithme.

Koketso:whyshouldwegowithyou?

Katleho:wecamehereforabreakRorisangnot

slavearound.

Me:youwantmetoleaveyouherewithaunt?

Besideyouwillbemakingmoney.

Koketso:howmuch?

Me:alotifyouwillbewaitresses.

Theyquicklygotupandwentyoshower.Imade

breakfastforLetlotloandthetwins.Mama

walkedinstillinhergown.



Mama:morningkoti.

Me:morningmamadidyouwantfood?

Mama:nobabyim fine.Letlotlowalkedinand

kissedmycheeksthenhismother.

Mama:areyoualsogoingsomewhere?

Me:yesim goingtowork.

Mama:youwork?Where?

Me:Roccomamas.

Mama:Letlotloyoupromisedmeyouwould

takeherbacktoschool.

Him:shegoesthereparttimeandworkspart-

timetoo.

Mama:focusonyourschoolworkthen.She

walkedaway.Imovedawayfrom letlotlo.

Him:dididosomething?Youdontwantme

touchingyousincelast.

Thesatansdaughterwalkedinwearingjusta



baggytshirtshowingherbuttcheeks.

Shegreetedusandbentoveridontevenknow

whatshewaslookingfor.Letlotlowaseven

staringather.

Shemovedtothetapandtookaglasstodrink

water.

Me:youdorealisetherearemarriedmenin

thesehouseright?

Shelookedatme.

Her:andyourpointis?

Me:youshouldntbewalkingaroundthehouse

dressedlikethat.Shescoffed.

Her:whoareyouanyway?

IlookedatLetlotloandhewaseatinglookingat

us.

Me:Letlotlopleasetellyourauntandher

daughtertopackandleavemyhousealong

withher.



Letlotlo:comeonbabe.

Me:idontwanttofindthem hereLetlotlo.I

walkedawayandmetmysistersalready

walkingdown.

Thehoursmovedveryfast.Thetwinswerevery

excitedaboutworking.Theywereactuallygreat

helpunexpectedly.Theyevenmadealotof

moneyfrom tips.Im onlyhappybecausefor

thefirsttimewegotalongverywell.Iwas

planningonvisitingmymothertomorrow

morning.ImeantitwhenisaidLetlotloshould

tellhisaunttoleavesoibookedaroom at

somehotelinpretorianearthehospital.We

packedupandgotreadytoleave.Icalledan

uberandwewenthome.Justlikeivepredicted

theywerestillthere.Igreetedandwenttomy

room andpackedanovernightbag.



Iwenttothekitchenwheniwasdone.Imade

somesandwichandjuicethensatdown.Mama

walkedinwithauntandtheylookedatme.

Mama:makotiisittrueyoutoldLetlotlotokick

hisauntout.

Aunt:whyareyouevenaskingher?Its

obviouslytruelesegowouldntlie.

Idrankthejuiceandlookedatthem.

Me:yesitstruemamabutseeingthattheyare

stillheremeanshedidnt.

Aunt:thatsbecauseheknowsyouarecrazy.

Whoareyoutokickmeoutofthishouse?

Me:itsquietclearim nobodyaunty.Itisntmy

housesoyoucanstaybutim leaving.

Mama:haiboyouarenotgoinganywhere.This

isyourhouse.

Me:itisntmamaaskauntsheknowsittoo

maybeLetlotlotoldherandnotme.



Ifinishedmyjuicemamawaslookingatus

confused.Koketsoandkatlehowalkedinand

mamaleftwithaunt.Itoldthem topacktheir

bagsandtheywereexcited.Isitpossiblethatif

theirmotheracceptedandlovedmewewould

getalong.

WewalkeddownandLetlotloentered.Ihad

textedhim tellinghim iwasleavingandhedidnt

reply.Hestoppedandlookedatthebaginmy

hand.

Him:whatsgoingon.Whereareyougoing?

Me:waitformeoutsideim coming.Thetook

theirbagandwalkedout.

Letlotlo:babeisthisaboutwhateverhappened

thismorning?Youareleavingme?Isighed

maybethatswhatishoulddo.

Me:im goingtoseemymothertomorrow.Iwill

comebackwhenyourauntleaves.



Him:icantkickmyauntoutRorisang.

Me:iknowthatswhyim leaving.

Him:babepleaseletstalkaboutthis.His

mothercamedown.

Mama:youarereallyleaving?Inodded.

Mama:youdontdothatkoti.Youareamarried

womennow.Whowilllookafteryourhusband?

Ilookedaway.Shewentoutandtoldmysistrrs

tocomebackthengaveLetlotlomybag.

Mama:whatswrongnana.

Me:itsnothingmama.Iwillgetoverit.She

sighedandsatdown.Idecidedtocookdinner.

Weatearoundthelounge.Ntatewassleeping

earlybecausehesuddenlyfeltdizzy.Lesego

andamowerebusycomplainingaboutthefood

havingtoomuchsalt.

Lehakwe:ihonestlydontknowwhatyouare



talkingabout.ThefoodisgreatRorisangisa

goodcook.

Theylaughedalongwithaunt.

Aunt:shetries.Besidesheisntusedtothiskind

offood.

Lehakwe:amocantevencookauntie.Who

wantstomarryawomenwhocantcook.

Amo:ihaveaneducationabuti.Someofus

marriegeisntallofthat.LookatRorisangshe

doesntevenhavematricthismarriageidan

achievement.

Lesego:whatshedoesnthaveamatric?They

laughed.

Ilookedaway.Ihadlostmyappetite.Istoodup

andwenttobedcrying.

PalesaMotaung.



IlookedatRorisangassheslowlystoodup.I

dontknowwhyLetlotlowasjustsittingthere

listeningtothem talklikethatabouthiswife.

Thesisterswerequeittoo.Honestlyonce

Lehakweandimoveidontwantvisitorsineed

somealonetimewithmyhusband.Lehakwe

wasstandingupforRoriifeltsorryforher.

Letlotlo:youalldorealiseyouareinsultingmy

wiferightinherhousetoo?

Theykeptqueitandlehakwenudgedme.

Aunt:wearenotinsultingher.

Letlotlo:auntyyouarewaytoooldforwhatyou

aredoing.Youhaveabratofadaughtertheone

im payingforhereducation?Nowsheis

insultingmywife.

Amo:mamayousaidyouarepaying?She

lookedangry.

Letlotlo:youbetterstartlookingforajobthen.

Hereyeswidened.Lehakweandistarted



laughing.

Letlotlostoodup.

Letlotlo:packyourbagsiwantyououtofmy

housetomorrowmorning.

Amo:whatwillwedomamaicantjustdropout

onmysecondyear.

Youaretheonethatsaidishouldbringlesego

soshecouldseduceabutiletlotlo.

"What?"Weallturnedandmamawasstanding

bythedoor.

Mama:Leratowhatisthisim hearing?Youare

planningonruiningmysonshappiness?hid

marriage?

Aunt:aowahleitsnotlike..mamacutheroff.

Mama:iwantyouthreetoleavemysonshouse

rightnow.

Aunt:wherewillwego?



Oneofthetwinscamerunningandaskedfor

lehakwe.Ifollowedthem andsodidmama.

WegottoRori'sbedroom andshewasonthe

bedcryingholdingherstamoch.

Letlotlo:bropleasedosomethingshedoesnt

wanttomoveandsheisbleeding..helooked

scared.

Lehakwe:whatiswrongwithher?

Mamawasonthebedholdingherthetwins

werealsocrying.

Letlotlo:sheispregnant.

Lehakwequicklywenttoherandtouchedher.

Lehakwe:weneedtotakehertothehospital.

Letlotlolookedlostandscaredhereallydidnt

knowwhattodo.Everytimehetouchedhershe

wouldcry.



Mama:ifyoudontcarryhernowitwouldbetoo

late.Helookedatmamaandshenodherhead

thenquicklycarriedher.Shescreamedfrom the

movement.Iknowthepainofloosingyourbaby.

Wellmypainisdifferentbecauseitsself

inflictedbutshereallywantedthebabyandi

didntsoireallycantcomparethetwo.Lehakwe

lookedatmeandhuggedme.

Him:dontcrybabyplease.Itsonlynowthati

realisediwascrying.

Me:pleasesavethebabysheistoofragiletogo

thruthesamepainiwentthru.Hepeckedmy

lipsandrushedout.Iquicklyfixedthebed

removingthebloodysheetsandthetwins

helpedme.

18

PalesaMotaung.



Wesatatthewaitingroom anxiously.Wehad

justarrivedmamaandi.Letlotlocouldnteven

sitstill.Hekeptongoingupabddown.

Lehakwewassittingnexttomeholdingme

tightlyasiwasemotionaltoo.Im regretingever

abortingmybaby.Lehakweknewiwaswith

moahludibeforehim sihehadtoacceptthe

baby.Whatificanthavekidsanymore?Letlotlo

quicklystoodupasadoctorapproachedus.

Letlotlo:dochowismywifedoing?

Doc:canwepleasesit.Lehakwetouchedhis

shouldersandledhim tothebunker.Thedoctor

sighed

andsatdowntoo.

Doc:yourwife'shighbloodpressure wasvery

high.Bythetimeshearrivedtherewasnothing

wecoulddoshehadalreadylostthebaby.Then

therewassilenceyoucouldevenhearaneedle

drop.Letlotlocoveredhisfaceandlookedaway.



Doc:im sorryiknowhowmuchyouwantedthe

baby.

Mama:thankyoudoctorcanwegoseeher?

Thedoctorclearedherthroatbeforespeaking.

Doc:sheaskedtobealone.

Mama:whatdoyoumeanwearefamily?

Doc:idontknowma'am butitwasherrequest

andifhavingpeoplearoundherwillslowher

recoverydowniwillhavetorespectherwishes.

Mamanodherhead.

Letlotlo:itsallmyfault.Ifonlyilistenedtoher.

Youarerightitsallyourfault..iwantedtosay

butthenwhoam i?

Mama:dontblameyourselfsonitsherfaulttoo

sheknewstressingisntgoodwhenpregnant.

What?Iclickedmytongueandstoodup.

Me:excuseme.Lehakwelookedatmelikei



headteoheads.Iwalkedaway.Icantbelieve

thiswomenhowcansheblameRorisangfor

somethingshehadnocontrolover.Istood

nearthevendingmachinesearchingmy

pockets.

Lehakwe:whatwasthatfor?

Me:canyoubelieveyourmotherhasthenerve

toblameRorisangoverthis?Oversomething

shehasnocontrolof?Sheisawomentooand

sheshouldbesupportinghernotherson.Abuti

letlotloisthewrongoneherehefailedto

protecthiswifefrom hisfamily.Hadhedone

whatsheaskedwewouldntbehere..

Iwasangryandlehakwewasjustsmiling.

Lehakwe:butyoushouldnthavedonethat..

Letlotlo:sheisrightmanitsallmyfaultandnow

shedoesntwanttoseeme.

Atearescapedhiseye.Ididntseehim this

wholetime.Whywasievenangry.



Lehakwe:butbabeiwantyoutoapologiseto

mme.

Isighedandnodmyhead.Itookoutatwenty

andboughtabottleofwater.Iwalkedawayand

satnexttomama.Iclearedmythroattogether

attentionandshelookedatme.

Me:mamaim sorryaboutmybehaviour.

Her:mmh.

Me:mamaim notsureifyouknowthepainRori

isatrightnow.Youareawomentooandi

guessyouwouldbeonherside.Unlikemeshe

doesnthaveamotherwhom willalwayshave

herside.Wearetheonlyfamilyshehas

becausewellweallknowhowherownislike.

Shesighedandwipedhertears.

Mama:iknowiwaswrongitsjustthativenever

beenthereforLetlotlowhengrowingupandi

feellikeialwayshavetoprotectherallthetime.



Me:butnotwhenheiswrongmamaRorineeds

amothernownotamotherinlaw.Shesighed

andsmiled.

Sinceitwaslatewedecidedtodrivebackhome

eventhouLetlotlodidntwanttoleave.Idrove

withLehakwe.

Him:yousuprisemesometimes.

Me:withwhat?iaskedclearlyconfused.

Him:standingupforRorisangwhenyounever

likedher.

Ilookedawayandgiggled

Me:iwaswrongsheisakindlovingperson.He

tookmyhandandkissedit.

Him:iloveyoubaby.

Me:iloveyoutoo.Ikissedhischeek.



RorisangMotaung.

Gracefullybroken.Tashacobbs.

Thesongplayedinmyheadasiremembered

allivelostfrom mychildhood.Myparentslove

..learningmyownmotherwasaliveandwell

butwasstillunintrestedinlovingmetoo.The

manwhom icallahusbandbuthasbrokenme.

Mybabyinevergotthechancemeet.Ive

hearedhisheartbeatonlyonamachine.Ihave

nobodyonmyside.Ialwayshavetocome

behindonpeople'slivesim neverapriority.I

thoughtmarriagewasanescapefrom my

horriblelifeandboydidilie.

Ilookedoutthewindowanditwasalready

morning.Everytimeifellasleepiwouldheara

babycryandfollowthecrytillifinditwrapped



inabloodywhitesheet.Iwasaloneandafraid.

Afraidiwouldfalldeeperintothedarkholeand

wonthaveanyonepullmeout.Thenurse

walkedinandhelpedmebaththenfedmeand

gavemepills.Iwasalreadycleanedandready

togobutdoiwanttogobacktothathouse?I

dontwanttoseeanyoneyetidontwantanyone

topityme.Nobodywouldeverunderstandthis

painespeciallybecausethisiswhatiever

neededababysomeonewhowouldloveme

unconditionally.Iwantedtobeamothermostly

tomakemyhusbandhappy.Iwasselflessi

alwaysam andgetburnedintheend.

IntheafternoonPalesawastheonethatcame

withmychangeofclothes.Shesmiledatme

andhelpedmedressup.

Ilookedatherandshequicklylookedaway

wipinghertears.Ehywasshecrying?



Her:wecangoabutiLetlotloiswaitingoutside.

Inodmyheadandtookthebag.

Her:itsfineiwilltakeit.Shetookthebagfrom

me.

Her:youwillbefinejustcrywhenyoufeellikeit.

Inevercriedijustcouldnt.Whenshesawmy

blankfacesheclearedherthroat.

Her:iknowim thelastpersontosaythisbutif

youwanttotalkiwillbehereiknowitfeels.

Shehuggedmetightlyanditsthenthati

rememberedshealsolostherbaby.Thelump

onmythroatwasmakingithardformeto

breathedandiletitallout.Shedidntleaveme

sheheldmeasicriedandscreamed.

Herembracewascomfortingonelikeasisters.

Her:everythingwillbealright.Sheletgoand

gavemeaglassofwater.Westoodupand



walkedoutassheheldmyhandlikeiwasa

child.Letlotlostoodupwhenhesawus.He

couldntlookmeintheeyeorevengreetme.We

gottothecarandPalesahelpedmesitinthe

frontsit.Letlotloalsogotinaftertalkingonthe

phone.Helookedatmebutilookedaway.I

waslostinmythoughtswhenifelthim holdmy

hand.Itwaswarm andcomforting.Ididntflinch

oranythingiwantedhim tohugmeandtellme

everythingwillbeokay.Iwantedtoknowthat

helovedandcaredformebutanotherpartwas

angryathim.Hisignorancehurtmeandiknow

ithurthim too.Heprobablyblameshimselflike

iwanttoblamehim.ButiknowGodtookour

babybecauseitwasnttimeyet.

Wegothomeandluckilyididntfindanyonein

theloungesoimademywaytoourbedroom.

Letlotlofixedthebedformewhilepalesa

broughtmejunkfoodandjuicethenshewinked



atme.

Him:Rorisang.Myheadsnappedandilookedat

him.Iknowitsaboutthefoodhebetternottest

me.

Me:justletmebeplease.

Him:iloveyou.Hekissedmyforeheadandi

quicklyheldhishandandsathim downnextto

me.

Me:pleasedontleaveme.

Hesighedandhuggedme.

Him:im sorrybabepleaseforgiveme.Iputmy

fingeronhislipssilencinghim.

Me:pleasedontijustwantyoutoholdme.He

sniffedandheldmetightlyagainsthischest.

Hisphonerangandhelookedatitand

answered.

Him:mama....sheisbackhowishe?.....icant

comemamayouknowthat....noiwanttobe



therebutim whereineedtobe...mama

please.....iwillcomewhensheisalright....i

knowbye.Hedroppedthecallandlaiduson

thebedcomfortably.

Me:youcango.

Him:noim goodhere.Hisphonerangagainhe

cursedandanswered.

Him:mama....what?....hedroppedthecalland

gotoutofbedandworehisshoesthenleft.

Guessim notthatimportantafterall.Ikepton

eatingallthosesugarythingstoavoidfalling

asleepbutiwastootired.Myeyesclosedas

sleeptookover.

Isatnearalakesingingasongasirockedmy

sonbackandforth.Hehadbrowneyeslikehis

father.Heletoutdroolandgiggledasipinched

hisnose.Healsohadchubbycheekslikemine.

Awomenappearedfrom thewaterandsilently



tookmybaby.

Her:heisatpeacepleaseletgoofhim.She

startedwalkingtowardsthelakebutiscreamed

andranafterher.Mybabystartedcryingloudly.

Iscreamedandranfurtherintothewatertilli

couldntseethem butcouldhearmybabycry.

Me:nopleasenobringmybabybackplease...i

screamed.

Thewaterstartedchangingintobloodasthe

crygotlouder.Ilookedaroundmeandrealisedi

wasintoodeepandcouldntseeland.

Me:nopleasecomebackpleasebringhim back.

Bringmybabybackback...icried.

Iquicklyjumpedasifeltahandonmyshoulder.

Irealisediwasdreamingagainandpalesawas

lookingatmewithworryandmytwinsister



werebyherside.Iwipedmysnortsandtears

thenwenttothebathroom.Ilockedthedoor

andgotintotheemptybasinandcried.

Sorryfordisappearingthingshavebeenhecting.

Happynewyearihopeweareallbackinone

piece.
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Weleftthebedroom andwentbacktothe

kitchen.Everyonewasquietafterwhat

happened.Rorilookedlikealostandsadchild.

Shelookedbrokenitbrokemyheart.The

parentwalkedbackinaswefinishedpreparing

supper.Letlotlolookedannoyed.Ntatewasnt

wellforafewdaysnowandhewasacting



stronghidingit.AfterhewitnessedLetlotlo

throwhissisteroutlastnighthehadamini

heartattack.Luckilymyhusbandwastherebut

hewokeupillinthemorningagainsotheytook

him tothehospital.Buthelookedfinenowi

hopeheisreally.

Lehakwecametomeandkissedmycheekthen

heldmywaist.

Him:imissedyoutoday.

Me:youknowiwillbealwaysherewaitingfor

youeveryday.

Him:younevervisitmeatwork...

Me:imightjustdothatoneday.

Him:maybeyoushouldwecouldeventesthow

strongthetableis.Igiggledashegrabbedmy

ass..ifelthisbonerpokemystomachand

giggled.

Mama:haimarnLehakwe.



Ntate:letthekidsbesweetie..

WegiggledasLetlotlowalkedupstairsfrowning.

Hereallylookedsadifeltsorryforthem.

Idishedupforeveryoneandaskedkoketsoto

takethefoodtohersisterandhusband.Wesat

intheloungeandwatchedt.v.

Ntate:whereisLetlotloandmakoti?

Me:theyareintheirroom ntate.

Ntate:tellthem tocomeandjoinusmakoti.

Mama:letthem bentatesheisntohkrightnow

theyneedtobealonefornow.

Ntatesighedandshookherhead.

Ntate:Lehakweihopeyouhavefoundahouse

foryouandyourwife?

Lehakwe:ididntateijustneedtotalktomywife

aboutitfirst.



Ntatenodhishead.Ilookedatlehakweandhe

kissedmycheek.

Wefinishedeatingandthetwinscleanedup

aftereveryone.

Me:babeyoufoundahouse?

Hesmiledandfinishedwipinghimselfthen

threwthewettowelonthefloor.

Him:yesbringmylaptophere..itookitoutof

thechargerandsatnexttohim.Hedidhis

thingsandshowedmepictures.Thehouse

wasnttoobigbutitwasbeautiful.Itwasa

fourbedroom housewithapoolandbraaiarea

outside.Thegardenwasjustperfectandso

wastheenormouskitchenandlounge.

Me:thisisbeautiful.

Him:soicanbuyit?

Me:ofcoursebabyiloveit.Wecouldusethe



twootherbedroom forourkidsandtheother

forvisitors.

Him:thereareoutsideroomstoothree

bedroomswithensuits.

Me:itsperfectbabeijumpedontopofhim and

kissedhim.

Him:anythingforyoubabeandivedecidedto

openmyownpracticeLetlotlopromisedtohelp

mesinceheisthebusinessmindbutrightnow

idontwanttoputpressurronhim.

Inodmyheadandkissedhim again.Ifinally

havemyownhouse.

RorisangMotaung.

Ifeltwarm handspickmeupandiopenedmy

eyesslowly.ItwasLetlotlohiseyeswerered.

Heplacedmeonthebedtakingoffmyclothes



andchangedthebloodypadthenwipedme.Its

firsttimeheisdoingthisforme.Hecameback

withsweatpantsanddressedmeinthem.I

touchedhisfaceandhestoppedandlookedat

me.

Hepeckedmylipsandgotintobedwithme.

Someoneknockedandhecursedbefore

openingthedoorthencamebackwithatrayof

food.Iwashungrysoisatupandweate

silentlythenwentbacktosleep.

Thesamedream happenedagainonlythistime

iwokeupcrying.

Letlotlo:babepleasedontcryeverythingwillbe

okay.

Me:nothingwilleverbeokay.Ourbabyisgone

doyouhearmeheisgone.

Him:iknowbabeim sorry.Iheldintohisshirt

tightlyandcried.



Forthenextfewdaysiwouldhavethesame

dream overandoveranditgotmoreintense

everytimeislept.Iwouldtrytoavoidsleepingor

onlysleepwhenLetlotloisawayandthatisat

thebathroom basin.Itseemslikethatstheonly

placeihadpeace.Ihadlostweightandiwasa

size30from 36.Ihaddarkcirclesaroundmy

eyes.Ineverwantedanyonetoseeortalkto

mejustLetlotloandpalesa.Ilookedhorrible.

Myskinwassopaleandilookedlikeadrug

addictonrecovery.Todaymysisterswere

leavingandLetlotloaskedmetoseethem off.I

alsohadaweektillschoolreopensbutiwasnt

attendingeverydaylikeanormalmatriculant.

Iremovedmybraidsandcombedmyafro

neatly.IworethenewtracksuitsLetlotlohad

broughtformesinceiwas3sizessmaller.I

tookadeepbreathbeforeopeningthedoorbut



Letlotlobeatmetoitbecausehewalkedinand

lookedatmesmiling.

Him:heybabe..hekissedmycheeksand

forehead.

Inodmyheadandhesighedthenheldmyhand

anddirectedmetothecloset.Hetookoffhis

suitandworetracksuitstoo.Hetookmyhand

againandledmeoutofourroom.Mysisters

werealreadysittingintheloungewithntateand

mama.Themomenttheysawmetheystoodup

andhuggedme.Mamalookedatmeupand

downandfrownedthengasped.Shewipeda

tearfrom hereyesandhuggedme.

Mama:whydidyoulockyourselfbaby?Lookat

howskinnyyouare.

Shehuggedmeagain.Shehasntseenmeever

since.Ntatestooduptooandhuggedme.Ntate

askedustocomedownhomeforcleansing



nextweekend.Theywouldbedrivingback

hometogether.Wewavedgoodbyeasthecar

droveoff.palesaandlehakwemovedouttoo.

Finallywearealone,Ornot.

AcardroveinandLetlotlostoodbehindmeand

huggedme.

Him:shewillbestayingwithusforafewdayif

thatsohkwithyou.Ifrownedandlookedathis

face.Hewassmilingstupidly.Thecarstopped

infrontofus.Thedooropenedandmymother

steppedout.Iwantedtomovebutheheldme

tightly.

Him:pleasedont.

LetlotloMotaung.

Ivewatchedhersleepeverynightanditpained



mewhenevershewouldwakeupshiveringand

scared.Herscreamsscarredmeeverytime.

Shedidntpushmeawaylikeithoughtshe

wouldafterwelostourbabyandthatmademe

feelguiltyallthetime.Ididntknowhowican

makeherfeelbetter.Itpainedmetoobutshe

camefirstthenthere'smyfatherwhohasbeen

sickforawhilebutdidnttellanyoneevenhis

wive's.

Rorisangneedinghermotherevenifshedidnt

sayitiknewshedid.ActuallyPalesaadviced

mebecausemymotherwasntavailable.Ihad

visistedhermotherqueitafewatfirstshedidnt

evenknowwhoiwassoihadtogothereagain

andconvincehertoatleastcomeforafewday

promisingtomakesureshegetsheranxiety

medicationontime.



NowsheishereandRoridoesntseem happy.

Me:babypleasebenice.

Shebreathedinandout.

Her:ijustdontwanttotalktopeople.

Me:itsbeenweeksbaby.Schoolisopening

soonandiwantyoutofocussoyoupass.Ive

alreadyfoundthebestculinaryschoolforyou.

"Dumelang"webothlookedatherandshe

smiledbutRorihuffed.

Me:Dumelammehowwasyourtrip?Hersmile

turnedtoafrownasshelookedatherfrail

daughterwhocouldntevenlookherintheeye.

Mme:itwasgoodbanabaka,Rorisang.

Rorilookedather.

Rori:ma?

Mme:howaremybaby.

Rorihuffedannoyed.



Rori:im fine.

Me:wecangoinsidemmeiwillbringyourbags.

Roriheldtightlyintomyhandnotlettinggo.She

helpedmewiththe3bagsandwewalkedinside.

Weplacedthebagsinoneoftheguestrooms

andRorichangedthesheetsandcheckedif

everythingwasok.Ileftherandwenttositwith

hermotherehokeptoncheckingher

surroundingbuttingonherinnercheeks.She

wasnervousandhersweatyhandsshowedit.

Me:howareyoufeeling?

Her:iwillbefineijustneedtoknowhoesheis?

Shehatesmedoesntshe?Iclearedmythroat

andlookedbehindherasRoriwalkedin

carryungatraywithjuiceandbuscuits.Ihelped

herandservedeveryone.Awkwardsilencefell

intotheroom anditriedtomakeconversation

buttheydidntseem interestedsoileftthem

aloneandwenttocook.Roriisntallowedto

cooktillafterhercleansing.Sheisnteven



allowedtocleanordoanythingandim not

complainingatall.Ijusthopeafterthe

cleansingceremonyisdoneshewontcontinue

havingnightmarebecausethatuswhatworries

memore.Shehaslostsomuchweightone

couldbarelyrecogniseherfrailstracture.Iplan

onfeedinghertillshehasbackallofthatflesh

shehaslostinjustafewweeks.

Afteralmost3hourscookingidishedupandwe

atewhilewatchingtv.Rorikeptonlookingmy

waysmilingandlookedaway.

Mme:youareagreatcook..

Me:thankyoummeyourdaughteristooinfact

shewantstobeachef?

Mme:really?yourfather..mmhgheloved

cookingtoo.

Rorilookedawaysadly.



Rori:yeahibetheis.

Mme:youtookafterherbutyoulooksomuch

likemymother.Shesmiledasshesaidthat.

Rori:howwasyourrelationshipwithpapa?

Mmekeptqueitforawhile.

Mme:wewerehappyandinlovetilligavebirth.

Hewashappytohaveaprincessbutsoonafter

hechangedandbecameabusive.Onenightyou

startedcryingatnightandhepushedyouoff

thebedbutthefollowingevenafterworkwhen

hesawyourbrokenarm hewasconfused.Its

likehewaspossesed.

Rori:sohedideverloveme?

Mme:youwerehislittleprincesshiswhole

world.

Roristoodupquicklyandwalkedout.

Mme:im sorryididntmeantoupsetyou..she

saidassheheldontoRori'sarm beforesheleft.



Rori:iaskedsodontworry.Goodnightiwillsee

youtomorrowmorning.Shekissedhercheeks

andwalkedout.Ismiledtomyself.Finallyshe

hashermotheraround.
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Iwokeupverylatetoday.Ihardlysleptlast

nightwithallthedreams.Icheckedthetime

anditwaspast11am .Ihonestlyfeelsorryfor

myhusband.Hewakesupeverynightbecause

ofmyscreamsyethestillhastowakeupfor

worktoo.Icleantheroom checkingforourdirty

clothesbuttheyarenthere.Itakeaquick

showerandgodownstairs.Thereisanolder

womencleaningthehousewhiletalkingtomy

mother.Igreetthem andsitdown.

Ma:howareyoufeelingtoday?

Me:stillthesame.Theotherwomenbringsme



breakfast.

Ma:shestartedworkingtoday.Ijustnodand

eatthefood.WhywouldLetlotlohiresomeone

withouttellingme?Heknowsididntwantthat.

Ma:im goingtocooksomethingforlunchyou

shouldtakesometoyourhusband.Ijustnod

becauseiwouldratherbewithhim thansithere

listeningtotheseoldwomen.

Inevergotthechancetodressupbeforeor

evenapplymakeupandiwasntplanningonit

rightnow.Sinceitslatejulyandjoburgiscoldi

woresomethingwarm.Amongsttheclothes

Letlotloboughtformewasawarm blackwool

dressitalsohadacream coattogowithit.I

lookedattheoutfitanditmademelooklike

somewifetoanoldman.Iputitbackand

lookedforsomethingelse.Iworeablacktight

jeanandthighhighboots.Anoffshouldercrop



topthenputthecoaton.Ilookedgoodbutmy

facewasntgood.Ididntlikemakeupformyself

butzanelealwaysaskedmetodoherssincei

wasnaturallygoodatit.Itookoutthemakeup

kitandfixedmyface.Ilookedgoodbutthe

thoughtofbeingoutsidethehousedumpened

mymood.Isighedandtookoutmyphoneto

callhim.

Him:mylove.

Me:heyhowareyou?

Him:kexapareyouokayyousounddown?

Me:im fine.Iwantedtobringyoulunch.

Helaughed.

Him:youcancomebabeihave40mintilllunchi

willbefinishedwithmymeetingbythen.

Isighedandnodmyhead.

Me:im onmyway.Iloveyou.

Him:iloveyoumore.idroppedthecalland



stoodup.Ansmscamethrubeforeiwalkedout.

"Babeiforgotourclothesinthewashing

machinepleasehangthem foryou..mcwaa"i

wenttothelaundryroom andtheywereina

basketsomestillinthemachine.Ihangedthe

clothesandtookmyhandbagthencalledan

uber.

Ma:hereitsstillwarm.Youlookbeautiful.She

brushedmycheekbeforekissingit.

Me:thankyou..ishoulgo.Itookthesmallbag

andwalkedout.Thecoldbreezehitmyfaceasi

shivered.Igotintothecarandgavethedriver

thelocation.Thedrivewasabitrefreshingasi

overlookedthecitywhiledrivingby.

Wearrivedandipaidthenwalkedintothe

warehousebuilding.Letlotloalsohasafew

sharesinafewcompaniesmostlyfrom

investmentandtrading.Itwasntasbusyasi



expected.Iwalkedtotheyoungmaninthe

frontdeskandhesmiledatme.

Him:afternoonmam andwelcometoMotaung

importandexporthowcanibeof

assistance?hesmiledbroadly.

Me:Hiim heretoseeMrMotaung.

Ismiledback.

Him:doyouhaveanappointmentma'am

becauserightnowheisstillinameetingthen

heisgoingtolunch.

Me:ohkiwillwaitforhislunchtime.Willitbea

problem ifilookedaround?Helookedatme

confusedbutendedupagreeingonconditions

someoneaccompaniesme.Heaskedfora

securityguardandgavemesafetywear.We

walkedaroundtgewarehousetherewere

peoplepackagingthingsintoboxessomewere

checkingandsomeloadingintothebigtrucks

outside.Itwasaverybigplacetoo.



Sec:itslunchtimenowweshouldgo.Everyone

wasalreadyontheirwayoutandtheyhadto

clockoutbutthesecurityopenedthe

emergencygateforussincewedidnthave

access.

Ithankedthesecurityguyandwentbacktothe

frontdesk.Letlotlowastherewalkinganolder

manout.Ismiledwhenisawthem butwaited

forhim tofinishbutwhenhewashewalked

awaynotseeingme.

Me:MrMotaung..icalledhim softly.Heturned

aroundandsmiled.

Him:MrsMotaung.Ismiledasiwalkedtowards

him andhehuggedmethenkissedmy

forehead.

Me:imissedyou.

Him:iknowthefeeling.Whatdidmymother-

inlawcook?



Heleftmeinhisofficetogoandbuyusdrinks.

Hisphoneranganditwasmama.

Me:mama.

Her:haumakoti..howareyou?

Me:im muchbettermamaandyou?

Her:wearegoodbaby.DidntLetlotlogotowork?

Me:heismamaiwasbringinghim lunch.She

giggledonthephone.

Her:im happyyouaretakingcareofhim.Please

tellhim tocallmesoonweneedtodiscuss

everythingabouttheceremonyonsaturday.

Letlotlowalkedin.

Me:heisherenowmamaholdaminute.Igave

Letlotlothephoneandtheytalked.Theynever

didaceremonyforPalesabutiknowihaveto

doitforapeaceofmind.Itookoutthefood

andpouredthedrinkintoglasses.Hefinished

thecallandcametositnexttome.



Me:youhiredsomeonewithouttalkingtome

first.

Him:im sorrybabyiknewyouwouldntagree

andidontwantyoutooverworkyourselfbabe.

Isighed.

Me:wheredidyoufindher?

Him:sheisworkingforzanelebutiaskedfor

herjustforthisweektillyourmom isstable.I

sighedandnodmyhead.

Me:doyouthinkiwilleverbeokay?

Him:okaywithwhat?Youarefinetomebabe.

Me:icantsleepbabe.Everytimeithinkim finally

atpeaceihearababycryingtillheistaken

awayfrom meorsometimesifindhim dead

wrappedinabloodyblanket.Icanttakeit

anymoreLetlotloitsdrivingmecrazy.He

sighedandmovedcloserthenhuggedme.

Me:idontthinkiwantkidsanymore.His



heartbeatacceleratedicouldfeelitfrom the

wayhewasclosetome.

Him:dontsaythatnana.

Me:thenmakeitstopplease.Becauseidowant

ababybuticantifiwillhavethisfearinme.

Hekissedthetopofmyheadwhileholdingme

tightly.

Comingbackfrom workLetlotloseemeddown.

Ihopeitsnotbecauseofourtalk.Wehad

dinneronthedinnertableanditwasnice

becausemymotherandiseem tobegetting

along.IgaveLetlotloamassageafterwetooka

hotbathtogether.

Him:herehavethispillsjustforafewnighttill

theceremony.

Me:sleepingpills?Henoddedandgavemea

glassofwater.



Him:wearegoingtobefinebabydontworry.

PalesaMotaung.

IwasonLehakwe'slaptoptypingmyc.vsince

ivedecidedonfindingajob.Iwantedtotalkto

Roriintostudyingnextyearsincesheiswritting

hermatricthisyear.Ialsorealisedthatwithjust

lehakwe'ssalarywecannotaffordtoliveinthis

houseformuchlonger.Whenifinishedtypingi

wenttothekitchenandstartedcooking.Acar

hootedbythegate.Iopenedthegateandblack

mercedesdrovein.Iwenttothedoorand

openedwhilewaitingforthepersontocome

out.Averybeautifulcurvywomenwalkedout.

HerbodystracturewaslikethatofRoributshe

wasdarkskinned.Sheopenedthepassanger

doorandboywalkedoutfollowedbyagirlthey

weretwins.



Shegottomeandlookedmeupanddown

beforesmiling.

Her:helloyoumustbeRorisang?

Me:uhm noim palesa.Shefrowned.

Her:isntRorisangLetlotlo'swife?

Me:sheis.Pleasecomein.Shewalkedinand

satdownlookingaround.

Her:im sorrymynameisThapeloMohau'sex

wife.

Me:oohyouhavechangedalot.Youlook

beautiful.Shefrowned.

Her:youknowme?

Me:uhm iveonlyseenyourpictures.Im

Lehakwe'swife.

Shestartedlaughing.

Her:Lehakwefinallymarried.Wowohkanywayi

wastoldtocomeheretoleavethekidsso



Mohaucouldfetchthem.

Mohauhaskids.

Me:ooh.

Her:oohyeahiknowinevertoldMohauiwas

pregnantwhenileft.Soheonlyfoundoutlast

monthwheniwentbackhome.

Yoohthisgirlsheisntevenashamed.

Me:ohksoareyoustayingLehakweisalready

onhiswayback.

shesmiledandshookherhead.

Me:idontmeantoprybutareyouandMohau

backtogether?

Shesmiled.

Her:wellwearetryingagainbutyouknowhis

motherdoesntlikeme.

Me:wellyouandiboth.Rorisangisactuallythe

luckyoneforhavingherhusbandstandupfor



her.

Her:iwishMohauhadbeenlikethatwhenwe

gotmarriedbutiunderstandwewerestill

young.

Me:icanimagine.Roriisyoungtoobutvery

maturedididntlikeheratfirstbutnowido.She

isjustanangel.

Her:mmmh.

Ihaveaveryoddfeelingabouther.

21

RorisangMotaung.

Me:babepleasecheckwhoisatthedoor.I

shoutfrom thekitchen.Iwaspackingupthe

bucketsofsconesandbuscuitsmamaasked

metobuyfrom thisside.



Letlotlo:im intheshower.Isighwashingmy

hands.IwalktothedoorandpassLetlotloin

theloungeplayingfifamxm thisman.

Me:Hellopleasecomein.IsmiletoMohauand

theladybyhisside.Hesidehugsmeandwalk

in.

Mohau:abuti.Letlotlopauseshisgameand

turnsaroundthenfrownswhenhiseyeslandon

thewomen.

Letlotlo:whatisshedoinghere?

Mohau:icameheretotellyouthatthapeloandi

arebacktogether.

Letlotlo:seriously?wowohkcongratulations.He

smilednervouslithenlooksatme.

Mohau:oohbabethisisRorisanghiswifeand

Rorithisismywifethapelo.

Thapelo:heyivehearednicethingsaboutyou.

Okay.



Me:thatsafirst..nicetomeetyou.Shesmiles

takingherhandfrom mequickly.

Letlotlo:soyouwilltalktomewhilestandingin

myhouse?

Mohau:oohim sorryabutibbeletssit.

Me:excuseme.

Iwalkbacktothekitchenandfinishpacking.

Thereisasmalltupperwareofbuscuitsi

reservedforLetlotloandi.Iputthem ina

soucerandtakeouta2loftropika.

Iwalktotheloungewiththetrayandsatiton

thetable.ICallbacktheresturantandorder

morefoodsincewehaveunexpectedvisitors.I

pourmyselfsomejuiceandsitnexttomytense

husband.

Mohau:sowillyoubethereandinform them on

mybehalf.Iknowsomeoftheuncleswillbe



aroundsoitwillmakethingseasier.

Letlotlo:areyousuretheyareyourkids?

Thapelo:whatisthemeaningofthat?

Mohau:abutipleaseiwouldnthavecomethis

farifiwasntsure.Lehakwehadhelpedwith

that.Ijustneedyouasanelderbrothertobeby

myside.

Letlotlo:ohkfine.

Mohau:thankyouverymuchbrother.Hesaysin

reliefbutthewifelooksannoyedbysomething.

Shekeepsonharshlytypingonherwhile

flippingherweave.Whydidntshetiethehair

thoubecauseclearlyitsunruly.

Itaketheglassesbackandopenthedoorwhen

thefoodarrives.

Me:babecomeandpay.Ishoutforletlotloand

hecomesthenpaystheguy.



Him:youorderedmorefood?

Me:wehaveguest.

Him:wecouldhavewaitedforthem toleave.He

whispersandigiggle.Idishupforeveryone

Missworldsaysshedoesntlikepork.Itakeit

outofherplateandputitinmyfood.

Letlotlo:aaababeim theheadofthehouseso

moremeatforme.Ilaughandsharetheribs

withhim.Idontthinkiwouldsurvivewithout

pork.Growingupididnthavethelibertyof

havingsuchgreatfoodsonowthatidono

allergywillstopme.Shewilljusthavetoeatthe

foodwithoutmeatthen.

Mohau:thanksforthefoodausi.

Thapelo:yeahthanksitwasreallyGoodicould

alwaysteachyouhowtocookiknownoman

lovestakeawayseveryday.



Ilaughandjustignoreher.

TheybidusfarewellafteraskingLetlotloto

travelwithustomorrowmorning.

Letlotlo:mohauhastwinsaboyandagirl.

Me:youdidntknow?

Him:hedidntknowtoo.

Eehiwonderwhathappened.

Ikisshim goodnightashewrapsmeunderhis

firm strongarms.

Him:nightbabe..

Me:goodnightdaddy..

Thefollowingdaywehadtowakeupveryearly

notbecausewewantedtobutmamacalledand

askedustoarriveveryearlybecausetheboys

boughtagoatinsteadofasheep.

Mama:Letlotlopleasedontarguewithmeget



upandgetherenow.

Icouldhearshewasshouting.Igroanedand

checkedthetime.Itwasjusthalfthreeinthe

morning.

letlotlo:mmeihavetowaitforMohauandhis

wife.

Mama:what?

Me:yeahtheyarebacktogether.Anywaycall

him too.

Hethendroppedthecall.

Him:im sorryforwakingyouupbbe.Ismiled

andlaymyheadonhischest.

Me:didshesayhowmymotheris?

Him:ididntaskebutyesterdayshewasfine.

Me:thankyouforbringingherback.Hesmiles

andkissme.

Ideepenedthekissandgotontopofhim



makinghim laugh.

Him:wecantdothisbabe.

Me:nobodywillknowakeremylove.Itrailmy

handdown.

Him:iloveandrespectyousoiwontbbe.He

squeezemyassmakingmemoanandgrindon

hisalreadyharddi*k.

Him:Rorisang..hewarnsme

Me:pleasejustoncebbeknowyouwantthis.

Him:aowahlemoratuwapleasestop...imoan

ashismonsterisrubbingagainstmyclit...the

perksofsleepingnaked.

Me:babethiswontharm usplease.Ivenever

imaginediwouldeverbegforsex.Ifeelhis

fingertryingtopenetratemyass**le..

Imoanandgrindharderonhim.

Him:youwillregretthislovejuststop.



Me:icantbbe..imoanasicouldalreadyfeel

myorgasm nearing..hemovesswiftly

underneathmeandicomewhilescreaminghis

name.Hetouchmybreastandtheotherhand

goestomyneck.

Him:onyourkneeschestdownassup.Damni

loveitwhenhetakescharge.Heslapsmyassa

fewtimesbeforeslappingmyclitwithhisdick..

Me:babeplease...helicksmeafewtimesthen

blowsair.

Hestopsandasiwaitforanothercontactit

doesntcome.Iraisemyheadbutheisnt

around...

Ipunchthepillowaggresivelythe.Laughatmy

stupidhusband.Iwalktothebathroom andmy

legsareshaking.Heseesmeandquicklyrush

totheshower.

Him:dontrapemeplease...hesaysinagirly



voice.

Me:mxm icantakecareofmyselfbabeyou

taughtmewellremember.Isayasisitonthe

toiletandopenmglegswife.

Him:youwouldntdare.

Me:marababeim inneed.

Him:controlyourselftilltomorrowmylove.He

walksoutpickmeupandweshowertogether.

PalesaMotaung.

IhadthoughtMohauwasthehumbleone

amongstallhissiblingsbutgirlwasiwrong.

Bothheandhiswifeijustplainopportunist.We

havetodrivefrom joburgtoqwaqwawiththeir

twinswhiletheycatcharidewithLetlotloand

Rori.Theybothhavecarssotheyshouldhave

tooktheirowncaranddrovehomeasafamily.



Thapeloisthekindofwomenthatwearspants

intherelationship.Hespeakstoherhusband

likeheisachild.Theyhavebeensleepinginmy

housesincetheyarrivedandlastnightshe

arrivedheremakingnoiseaboutRori's

hospitality.ApparentlyRoritookmeatfrom her

plateandshareditwithLetlotlo.Iknowwhy

Roriwoulddothat.TheMrshereisverypicky

whenitcomestofood.Shethinkssheisbetter

thaneveryoneandsaysherseparationwith

mohaudidgoodtohercareer.Sheisapparently

awellknowdesigneraroundGauteng.Lehakwe

laughedwhenistartedcomplainingabouther

attitude.

"SheandMohauaresoulmatesiknowthat

becausetheegoMohaudoesnthaveshehas.

Seetheycomplimenteachotherjustlikeyou

andi."lehakwesaidlaughing.

ApparentlyLetlotlocantstandherbecause



whilemarriedtoMohaushetriedtoseducehim

butwhohasthenervetoseduceLetlotlo?Even

thewellknowhoemahlalefaileddoingthat

yearsago.Thatsthereasonwhyhermarriage

failed.ButlehakwesaysLetlotlodidsleepwith

eventhoughhedoesntremember.

Bokang:malumecanwepleasestopatthe

nearestgarageim pressed.

ModelCkids.Ilovekidsbutnottheseones.

Theyaretoospoiltandverydisrespectful.We

droveforanotherhourandwefinallyentered

qwaqwa.Westoppedassetsingandthekids

relievedthemselves.Wedrovefor30minand

arrivedhome.Rorisangwassittinginthe

loungealongwithhermotherandmotherinlaw.

Igreetedandhuggedher.Thapelowaswearing

alongtightdressandadoekonherhead

slavingaroundinthekitchen.Igreeted

everyonethenwenttoourhouse.Ourhouse



wasnearRori'shouseandanotherroom was

beingaddedbutitwasntdoneyet.Allofthe

smallhouseswerethreeroomsbuthiswastwo

butitwastoomodern.Igottoourroom and

laidonthebednexttolehakwehequicklygot

ontopofmeandstartedkissingme.

Him:babeyourbreastaretoofirm.Imoanedas

hesqueezedthem.

Me:andtheyaresorebabegoodsore.He

smickedandkissedmyneckthenwentdown

takingmydressoff.Hekissedandplayedwith

mytwinswhilefingeringme.Ihelpedhim take

offhisjeanandbriefs.Hewasaboutto

penetratemewhensomeoneknockedonthe

door.

BothLehakweandigroanedatthesametime

andlaughed.Itookmyclothesandwenttothe

bathroom aslehakweworehisjeansonlyand

wenttocheckthedoor.



Hefoundmealreadyinthehotbathwhenhe

came.

Him:thewateristoohotbbe.

Me:mybodyissoresoithelps.

Him:hhhm.

Me:youhavesomethingtosay?

Helaughedandshookisheadno.

Him:mamawantstospeaktoyouwhenweare

done.Shesaysshehasagiftforyou.

Heshookhisheadsmiling.

Me:abirthdaygift?

Iaskedalreadyhappy.

Him:yesijusthopeitdoesntbeatmine.

Me:babeyoualreadygavememygift.The

houseiswhatineeded.



Him:nothehousewaslongoverdueitdoesnt

count.Iwillgiveyouyourgiftandinreturnyou

gettomakeourhouseahome

Me:mmhiwillfillourhomewithlotsandlotsof

babies.

Him:ijusthopetheydontturnoutlikemohau's

kids.

Webothlaughed.

Me:theywouldntbabeihaveyoueverytimethey

dosomethingwrong.

Him:what?babenoim goingtobethecool

parentandyouthestrictone.

Me:igettobecoolfortheboysandyouthe

girlsdeal.

Hekissedmedeeply.

Him:itsadealbaby.
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RorisangMotaung.

Itookoffmyclothesasigotinsidethebath

outsiderightbehindtheoutsidetoilet.Theold

ladychantedthingswhilepouringmewiththe

warm watermixedwithherbs.Mytearsfell

downbutnobodycouldnoticesincemyface

waswet.WhenistooduptogooutLetlotlo

coveredmybodywithatowel.Myhairhad

shrinkedandwasdirty.Iwastheonlyonewho

shouldhavebeencleansedbutletlotloinsisted

ondoingtoobecauseitwashisbabytoo.He

gotinnextandthesamethingwasdoneonhim

too.Ialsogavehim atowelandwedressedup.

Iworethenewdressmamaboughtformeand

Letlotloworehisclothestoohepulledintohis

handsandhuggedme.

Him:itsoverbabyihopeyouhaveapeaceful

sleep.



Me:ihopesotooim reallytired.Hekissedmy

foreheadbutquicklywipedhismouthlaughing.

Him:thisshitstinkssiesihavetowashmy

mouth.Ilaughedandkissedhislips.

Me:im hungryLetsgo.Itookhishandandwe

wenttothehouse.Mymothersawusfirstso

shecameandhuggedus.

Ma:howareyoufeeling?

Ilaughed.

Me:itsstillthesamema.

Myfatherwasalsohereandforthefirsttimehe

heldmeinhisarms.Istillcantexplainhowit

feelsbutigotveryemotionalafterwards.Some

ofthepeopleintheyardweregossipingabout

thereturnofThapelo.Sheactuallydidntcareas

shekeptonbraggingabouthersuccess.Saying

sheisthefirstinourvillagetoevermaketo



varsityandactuallygraduate.Ithoughtshewas

vibingwithPalesabutialsonoticedshekepton

tryingtoescapeherbutfailed.Asitwas

gettinglateiwenttoourroom tosleep.Letlotlo

cameintowearhisjacketasitwasabitcold.

Helookeddrunktooandiveneverseenhim

drunk.

Him:babecomeandseezaneleandzihleoff

theyarealreadyleaving.

Me:eishievenforgotaboutthem.Igotupwore

mygownandwalkedout.Ibidthem farewell

andwishedthem asafejourney.Ihuggedthem

astheygotintothecarwiththeirhusbands.

AftertheyleftiwentbacktosleepbutLetlotlo

wenttothehouseashisfatherhadrequested

him tocome.Iswitchedoffthelightsandwent

tosleep.Itwasntlongbeforeiheardscreaming

outside.Iwantedtoignoreitbutsomeone



bangedonthedoor.Iquicklywokeupandwore

thegownandwalked.Letlotlowasoutside

bleedingandsowasmohaumohau'syounger

brotherkabelo.

Mama:Letlotlowhatisthisreally?

Me:mamawhathappened.Sheshookherhead

noandmovedawayfrom him.

Mama:itsnothingbabygosleephewillsort

himself.

Itriedtotouchhim butheslappedmyhands.

Him:dontfuckentouchmegoandsleep.I

movedbackandlookedaround.Thapelowas

onthegroundcryingandPalesawashugging

her.Whatthehellisgoingonhere.Mama

lookedatLetlotloonceandleft.

Uncle:didyoureallyhavetostartthisnowwhen

yourfatherisonhissickbed?

Letlotlo:unclepleasemarnwa'bonangwanyano



oohakemmatlemotsengwantate.

Mohau:whycantyouletthisgooryouwantmy

wifetoo?

EehilookedatLetlotloandhewalkedaway

clickinghistongue.IwalkedtoPalesaandtried

tohelpherhelpThapelobutsherefusedmy

help.

Palesa:haibogirlsheistryingtohelp.

Thapelo:herhusbanddidthis.

Lehakwe:babelethergoshewillseehowshe

movesbecauseher"husband"left.Thapelo

lookedaroundandstartedcrying.Palesalether

goandheldmyhand.

Me:whathappened?

Palesa:uhm abutiLetlotlowantedtoknowif

therewasapossibilitythekidscouldbehis.

Me:thetwins?

Lehakwe:Palesastopit..goandtalktoyour



husbandplease.Wenaletsgoandstoptalking

shitnxa.

Iwalkedintoourroom andLetlotlowaspacking

hisbag.

Me:whereareyougoing?

Him:weareleaving.

Me:babeitslateandyouaredrunk..

Him:isaidweareleavingRorisang..heshouted

makingmejump.

Me:whathappened?Whywouldyouthinkthe

twinsmightbeyourkids?

Him:thatsnonofyourbusiness.

Me:babeim yourwife.Didyouhaveanaffair

withyourbrotherswife?Yousleptwithher

didntyou?Hestoppedandlookedatmeangrily.

Him:areyoucomingorwhat?



Me:wearenotgoinganywhere.

Itookhiscarkeysbuthequicklyjumpedand

tookthem from me.

Him:idontwanttofightwithyoutooRorisang.

Me:babeyourfatherissickandyouarefighting

inhisyard?

Him:Rorisang.

Me:Noyouaregoingtosleepandexplain

everythingtomeinthemorning.

Him:youdonttellmewhattodowomen.He

shoutedagain.

Isighedmovedtothedoorandlockedit.

Me:youarenotgoinganywhere.

Helaughedsarcastically.Hestoodupandtook

hisbag.

Him:ifyouwanttostayherefine.



Me:babepleasecalm down.Pleasedontgojust

sleepitoffandfixitinthemorning.

Him:thereisnothingtofixmove.Hepushedme

butitwashardenough.Weendedupfighting

overthedoorwhichresultedinhim slappingme.

Iquicklymovedawayandhewalkedout.Idont

knowhowifeltbuticouldntbelieveit.Ilocked

thedoorandwenttosleep.

PalesaMotaung

Lehakwe:eehbabythingshappenshame.

Me:lewenayoushouldnthavementionedthat

Letlotlooncesleptwithheritwasnthis

intention.

Him:ididntthinkhewouldthinkthekidsarehis.

Ijustdontlikethegirlbutmybrotherisinlove.

Me:youloveLetlotlomorethou.



Him:yesandirespecthim.Thatmanpractically

mademe.Im heretodaybecauseofhim

actuallyicansaymostofusarewhereweare

becauseofhim.Hemadesuremydreams

cametrue.Hepaidformystudiestoo.

Me:wasntityourfather?

Helaughed.

Him:nomyfatherwantedustoworkafter

matricbutLetlotlosecretlytookmetoschool

thendidthesamewithMohau.

Me:woow.IjustfeelforRoriinallofthese.She

justlostherbabyandhishusbandmightbea

fathertothosebrats?

Him:heisnttheirfatherididtheDNAmyself

andtheyperfectlymatchwithMohau.

Me:thatsgreat.

Iwokeupinthemorningandcleanedaround



theroom.IwentoutsideandRorisangwasalso

outside.

Me:heyhowareyou?

Shesmilednervously.

Her:goodandyou?

Ilookedatherfaceandshehadfinger

markingsonhercheek.

Me:ohmywhathappenedtoyourface.She

quicklycoveredit.

Her:nothingitsallergymhihavetogo.

Me:youshouldcoveritifyouareplanningon

lyingaboutit.Sheturnednoddingherheadat

me.

Iquicklywalkedrantoourbathroom asifelt

likevomiting.Ikneltonthetoiletbutnothing

cameout.AfterafewminutesLehakwewalked

in.



Him:babewhyareyousittingonthefloor?

Me:ifeltlikevomitingbutnothingcomesout.

Him:areyoufinenow?

Me:forgetaboutmewenayourbrotherhither

wife.

Helookedconfused.

Him:ididntthinkMohauistheviolenttime.

Me:nothim yourdearestbrotherLetlotloijust

sawRorinow.

Him:whathewouldntbabe.Didshesaythat?

Me:shedidnthavetooisawthemarkonher

face.

Him:Letlotlowouldntheisntthattypeareyou

sureitwashim?

Me:doyouthinkanyonewouldhitRorisang

knowingexactlywhatyourbrothermightdo?

Him:eishyahnehbutwhywouldhehithiswife?



Iknowhewasangrylastnightbutshedidntdo

anything.Waitletmecallhim.

Hequicklywenttotakehisphoneandstonthe

floornexttome.

"Whatdoyouwant?"ThatshowLetlotlo

answeredhisphone.

Lehakwe:abutiwhereareyou?

Him:im drivingtojoburgpleasedrivebackwith

Rorisang.

Lehakwe:therewontbespaceidroveherewith

thekids.

Him:lehakweisaidbringmywifealongwithyou

akereMohauhasacarhewilltakecareofhis

kids.

Lehakwe:okayabuti.Hedroppedthecall.

Me:tjoooyourbrotherisrude.



Him:hesoundsangry.Im goingtoseentate

thenwecangostartpackingandpleasetell

Rori.

Me:iwill.Hekissedmeandwalkedout.Ialso

stoodupandwentoutside.IknockedonRori's

houseandsheopenedthedoor.

Me:heiLehakwesaidyoushouldgetreadywe

willbeleavingsoon.

Her:leavingtowhere?

Me:backtojoburguhm yourhusbandasked

him tocomewithyou.

Her:oohitsokayim notleavingyetdontworryi

willlethim know.

Me:alrightiwillseeyoubackinjoburgthen.We

huggedandwenttostartpacking.Lehakwe

walkedinandthrewhimselfonthebed.

Me:whatswrong?

Him:ntateissickbabehedoesntwanttosee



thedoctor.

Me:whydontyoucheckhim?

Him:itisntmyspeciality.

Me:elehorebothatakeeng?

Hesighed.

Him:Hesaysitspancreaticcancer.Hecovered

hisfacewithbothhishands.Whenhesniffedi

stoppedpackingandhuggedhim.

Me:im sorrybabe..

Him:icantlethim diebabehehastolive.

Me:findadoctorforhim then.

Heshookhisheadno.

Him:babehehasbeensickfor4yearsnow.He

sayshedidtheWhippleprocedure.Thedoctor

toldhim hehad4-5yearsbutitsonlybeen

3yearsandheusveryweak.



Yoohmyuneducatedself.Ididntevenknow

whatheistalkingabout.Ididntdolifesciences

atschool.Ijustkeptquietandheldhim inmy

arms.

23

RorisangMotaung.

Heslappedmeicantbelieveit.Afterhelefti

criedmyselftosleep.Iwaschangingthe

beddingwhenMamawalkedin.Ihadmanaged

tohidethefingermarksonmycheekswith

makeup.Ihatebeingthislightskinned

sometimes.

Me:mamaiseverythingohk?

Mama:mmhwhereismyson?

Me:heleftlastnightmama.

Mama:lefttowhere?

Me:home.



Mama:ehehehthisboyusdrivingmecrazy.

Callhim andtellhim tocomebackheretoday.

Me:eishidonthaveairtimemama.Shelooked

atmebeforetakingherphoneout.Shedialedit

andgaveittome.

Ihopehedoesntanswer.

Him:mama...shitshitshit.

Me:uhm itsme.

Him:whatdoyouwant?

Me:mamasaidyoushouldcomebackhome

now.

Helaughed.

Him:Lehakwewillgiveyouaridebackiwillbe

expectingyou.

Me:mamawantsyouback.

Him:im notcominghaveyoupacked.

Me:yes...ilied.



Him:mmhRori.

Me:mmh.

Him:im sorryaboutlastnight.

Iwentqueitforawhile.Afeltateardropandi

quicklywipeditbutmamaalreadysaw.

Me:itsfineLetlotlo.Idroppedthecall.

Igavemamathephoneandsatonthebed.

Mama:andwhatdidhesay?

Me:heisntcoming.Mamawhathappenedlast

night?

Mama:itisntimportantrightnow.Pleasemake

sureLetlotloreturns..shelookeddownand

wipedhertears.

Me:mamawhatisit?

Mama:myhusbandisdyingngwanaka..idont

knowwhattodo..shestartedcryingandijust



huggedher.Whenshecamedownshefixed

herselfandleft.Itookmyphoneandcalled

Letlotlo.

Him:bbe..

Me:Letlotlopleasecomeback.

Him:Rorisangpleasedonttestmypatience.

Tellmamaim notcomingbackthere.

Me:whereareyou?

Him:im leavingharrismithnow.

Me:soyouwerejustgonnaleavemehere?I

didntcomeherewithyourbrothericamewith

you.Ifyoureallywantmetocomebackyouwill

drivehereandpickmeup.Youneedtoseeyour

fathertoo.

Idroppedthecallandfinishedwhatiwasdoing.

Walkingoutsidethetwinswereoutsideplaying.

Ilookedatthem .Nothingsaystheyare

Letlotlo'skids.Ihopetheyarenot.Iwouldhate



tohaveawomenlikeThapeloasthemotherof

myhusbandskids.Someonetappedmy

shoulderanditwasPalesa.

Me:youareleaving?

Shesighedshakingherhead.

Her:noLehakweisntinagoodspacefordriving.

Me:doyouknowwhatiswrongwiththeirfather?

Her:hehascanceritsbeenyearsnow.Iquickly

coveredmymouthinshock.

Me:idontthinkLetlotloknowthis.

Her:isnthegonnacomeback?

Me:ididntknowitwasthisbad.

Her:iwalkedoutwhenLehakwewascallinghim

im surehewillcome.Wesatdownbythetree

andtalkedaboutgirlstaff.

SoonenoughLetlotlo'scardrovein.Ifitwas



anotherdayiwouldhaverantohughim butim

stillangryathim infactim dissappointed.He

didntseemeunderthetreesohewenttoour

houseandcameoutafewminuteslater.My

phoneranginmypocketbutididntanswerasi

alreadyknewitwashim.

Palesa:whyarentyouanswering.

Me:wearenttalking.Shelaughedandclapped

herhands.

Her:ithoughtyousaidyoutalkedtohim today.

Me:thatwasimportant.Ikeptmyeyesonhim

allthetime.Hewasfustratedwithhimself.He

walkedintothehouseasmymotherwalked

outwithherbags.Irantowardsherwithpalesa

followingme.

Me:mayouareleaving?

Ma:yesmybrotherispickingmeup.Iwillcome

seeyounextmonthbabyohk.Shekissedmy

foreheadandgavemeherbagandtheotherto



palesa.Wewalkedheroutasmyunclepicked

herup.

IhaventtalkedtoLetlotlosincehearrived.

Whenhewalkedoutofthehousehelooked

brokenandempty.Ifeltsorryforhim butmy

prideheldmeback.Hecalledmebutistilldidnt

answer.Whendinnerwasservediatemyfood

butmamawalkedinandlookedatme.I

pretendedasificouldntseeher.

Mama:Rorisangngwanakaohokae?

Ilookedatherconfused.

Me:Letlotlo?

Mama:whoelse?Didheatleasteat?

Me:eehidontknowmamaihaventseenhim.I

sawPalesatryinghardtoholdinherlaugh.

Mama:findhim andfeedhim nxa.

Sheputthetrayoffoodiputasideonmylap.I



sighedandputmyfoodonthetraytoo.

Palesa:orobalehantlemakoti..shesaid

laughingasiwalkedout.

Iopenedthedoorandhewassleepingwithhis

shoesonthebed.Ivejustchangedthebedding

today.Ishookhim andheopenedhiseyes

slowly.Iputthefoodnexttohim andclosedthe

windowsandcurtainsturningonthelights.

Him:wherewereyou?

Hisvoicewashusky.

Me:around.Doyouneedanything?

Him:uhm iwantustotalk.

Me:im tiredLetlotloim sureyouaretooso

whateveryouhavetosaywillhavetowait.I

tookacleantowelandwenttothebathroom.I

lockedthedoorandtookacoldshowersince

thegyserhasbeenoffthewholeday.



Afterifinishedshoweringiworemylacepanty

andmygownoverit.Tonightwasveryhotsoi

wasntgonnawearanything.Hewasntaround

wheniwentbacksoitookthechanceandfixed

thebed.

Hewalkedinasiwasfoldingtheblanketaway.

Him:Rorisangbabepleasemyloveforgivefor

whatididlastnight.Idontknowwhatwas

wrongwithmebabeim notthaykindofa

person.

Me:itdoesntmatterLetlotloyouarethemanin

thisrelationshipanditsqueitnormalformento

exercisetheirpoweragainstuswomen.He

wentmute.Iknowthatwaswrongbutim hurt

notbecauseoftheslapbutalsohowhespoke

tomelikeiwasnothing.

Him:im actuallyhurtyouthinksuchaboutme.

Im nottheviolenttypebabeyouknowthat.



Me:ohsoitsonlyme..whathappenedlastnight?

Heshookhisheadno.

Him:idontwanttotalkaboutit.

Isarcasticallylaughedandclappedmyhands.

Me:Greatthenyouandihavenothingtotalk

about.Goodnight.

Hetriedtoprotestbutiwasnthavingit.Plusi

hadaheadachedandwasfeelinghottooineed

torest.

PalesaMotaung.

Iwokeupwithblockednosethismorning.Its

stillcoldyesbutinotthekindtogetsickeasily.

Todayitwasverycoldandijustdidntwantto

wakeupbutihadtosinceim themakoti.

LuckilyRorisangwasalreadysweepingtheyard

andThapelowascookingandsoftporridgein



thekitchen.Ididntfeellikehavingthatsoi

mademyselfbreadsausagesandcheese.

Thapelolookedatmeoffended.

Me:what?

Her:youcouldhavetoldmeyouwanted

somethingelse.

Me:and?

Her:icouldhavemadeit.Nowifeellikeyou

dontlikemeormycooking.

eehidontlikeyou.

Me:im notfeelingwell.

Her:mmhicantellyouarepregnantarentyou?I

almostchokedonmytea..

"Youarepregnant?"Lehakwe'smom saidas

shestoodbythedoor.Shestartedallulating.

Me:maim notpregnant.Shestoppedand

lookedatme.



Her:standup.

Ididandshecheckedmepinchingmystomach.

Thenshesmiled.Shetookthefryingpanand

setitonthestove.Whenitwashotenoughshe

tookoutaneggandfried.Iwantedtolaugh

whenwhatsheexpectedofmedidnthappen

butiquicklyrushedoutsideandstarted

vomiting.

Ma:wabonaitoldyou.Thapelowasalso

standingwithherlaughing.Ifeltmyfaceget

wetandiwipedmytears.Itriedtostandbuti

vomitedagain.Lehakwecameandkneltbeside

mebrushingmyback.

Him:sweetiewhyareyoucrying.Mamawhat

didyoudotoher.Malaughed.

Ma:sheispregnant.

Lehakwe:iknowthatwhatiwanttoknowiswhy

sheiscrying.

Thapelo:hormones.



Me:theyarelaughingatmebabe.Hehugged

me.Magavemeaglassofwaterandcovered

myvomitwithsoil.

Ma:youmademethehappiestmothertoday

comehere.Shehuggedmethenwalkedaway.

Me:howdidyouknow?

Lehakwe:im adoctorbabeandiknowidont

shootblanks.

Helaughed.

Me:whydidntyoutellmethen?

Him:iwantedyoutofindoutonyourown.I

smiledandhuggedhim.

Theloveihaveformymother-inlawthou.She

toldmetorelaxorevensleepshewillhelp

aroundthehouse.



Im happytodayimightjustblessyou..
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RorisangMotaung.

Thepastfourdayshavebeenstrainingand

hard.Letlotloandihardlytalk.Whenitrytalking

tohim healwayssnapsatme.Itriedtalkingto

him andhealwayssayspainfulthingslikehow

hetookmeoutofpovertyandmademylife

better.Howungratefulandannoyingim.He

eventoldmetostopbeinganaggingwifeit

doesntsuitme.Ithurtyesbutitsthetruthandi

shouldknowmyplace.Heeventoldhismother

thatim disrespectinghim nowthativeseenthe

citysohewillleavemeherewhichhedid



becausehewentbacktojoburgearlythis

morning.Whoknewmylifewouldturnoutlike

thisoneday?Everyonearoundmeseems

happyandihavetogooutandsmilepretend

everythingisohk.

IsaidmygoodbyestoPalesaastheywerealso

goingbacktojoburg.ThapeloandMohauleft

lastnight.Theirfatherisdoinggoodhetooka

walkyesterdayandassuredhiskidshewasfine.

Ihaveafeelinghejustwantedthem torelaxso

theycouldlethim bebecausehereallydidnt

wanttogoseeadoctor.Ifinishedcleaningthe

kitchenandwenttocleanmyhouse.Ilooked

aroundandfeltlikeididntdeserveanyofthis.

Im tooyoungtobestressingthismuch.Ifonlyi

neverquitschoolthenmaybeiwouldntbehere.

Ishoutbepreparingtowritemypreliminary

examsnextmonthbuthereim.

"Rorisang..Rorisang"iwalkedoutandwasmet



bymymotherinlawcrying.

Her:heisgone.Myhusbandisgoneheis

nomore.

Evenifshedidntlikemeanymoreihadno

choicebuttocalm herdown.Shewasntthe

onlyonecrying.Luckilymostoftheyoungkids

werentaroundandtheeldergirlswerealso

cryingtoo.IgaveMamasugarwaterandshe

calmeddown.Shetookoutherphoneand

calledthefamilymembersandaskedmetocall

therest.Sheseemedlikethesaneone

amongstalloftheothertwowives.

IcalledPalesafirsttheycantbethatfaritsonly

beenanhourandahalf.

Her:skoni.Shesaidandlaughed.

Me:hey.

Her:missedmealready?



Shesoundedhappy.

Me:youcansaythat..uhm isyourhusband

hearingme?

Her:nowetookastopineededthebathroom

whatup?

Me:ntatepassedaway.

Her:ooh.

Me:yeahsopleasetellhim forme.Shesniffed

andagreed.

NexticalledMohaubecauseididnthavehis

wife'snumber.Afterhim icalledLetlotlobuthe

didntpickup.Itriedagainandthefifthtimei

gaveup.Mamacalledmeinsidethehouse.

Me:ma.

Her:didyoutellthekids?

Me:Letlotloisntansweringmycallsmaybeyou

shouldcallhim.



Her:noyouwilltellhim.Maybeheisina

meetingthatswhyheisntanswering.The

ambulanceandthemortuarypeopleareon

theirway.PleasegoandcallMme'tsotetsifor

me.Iquicklywenttoherhouseandcalledhim.

Soontheelderkidswillbebackfrom school

andtheywillneedsomeonetotellthem.Iwont

bethatperson.Whenigotbackhomethe

ambulancewasalreadytherestillwaitingfor

themortuarypeople.Theneighbourswere

alreadyhereofferingtheirsupport.Mama

calledmeinsideagain.

Her:didyoucallhim?

Me:hestillisntansweringmama.

Her:bathongthischildisdrivingmecrazy.

Letlotloistheoldestchildandyoushouldhave

toldhim first.

Mme'tsotetsi:calm downausiitsnotherfault

heisntavailableweallknowherhusbandisa



busyman.

Mama:busymanmyfoothejustdoesntwantto

talkher.Sheisjustuselessgetoutofherenow

iwillcallhim myselfnxa.Ilookeddown

embarassedandleft.

Mme'tsotetsicameandsatnexttomeunder

thetree.

Mme:sheisjuststressesmakotidontmindher.

Me:iknowmamaitsohk.

Mme:Givemeyourhusband'snumberiwillcall

him.Ididjustthatandheanswered.

Mme:Motaung...eehkemme'tsotetsi...your

motheraskedmetocallyou..eehitsyour

father...hepassedontoday...pleasecome

homehle.Kealeboha.Shedroppedthecall.

Tosayiwashurtisanunderstatementiwas

beyondthat.



Ihelpedpulengfixherfathersroom andputthe

matressandlitcandles.Thethreewivessat

downandcoveredthemselveswithheavy

blanketsluckyforthem itwaswinter.Iwas

moodyandirritated.lehakwearrivedtoo.

Hehuggedhismotherandcried.Thewomen

startedcryingagain.Iquicklywalkedoutand

wenttofixtheextraroom sincethefamilywill

soonbehere.Iwasntlookibgfowardtoseeing

theirauntatallandnightthatLetlotloandiare

fighting.Lateronwestartedcookingas

predictedtheunemployedfamilyarrived.They

arealwaystheoneswhoarriveearlyandstart

controllingthings.

Mohauarrivedwithhisfamilytooandhelooked

drainedhewastheclosesttohisfather.I

haventhadtimetobreatheoreventakea



properbath.IdidntknowifLetlotlowouldcome

todayornot.Iknowhewasntclosetohis

parentsbutsurelyhelovedhisfather.After

servingeveryonedinneriatemyfoodthenwent

totakeabath.Ididntevenwanttoknowwho

andwhodidnthaveaplacetosleep.Themain

housewasverybigtheywouldsleepinthe

lounge.Iworemylongbrownwarm dressanda

jacketontop.Thencoveredmyhair.Isatdown

asifeltliketheroom wasspinning.Whatis

wrongwithmenow?Iwaitedtilliwasfineand

left.

Iwalkedtothekitchenandtheladieswere

baking.Theatmospherewasmuchbetteras

theykeptonmakingjokesandlaughing.Puleng

wastheonlyonewhoseemedout.Shewasnt

evenlistening.Ididntwanttobeinhershoes.

Justyearagoshelostherhusbandandshehad

toreturnhomewithachildtooitshard.



BokangcamerunningandtoldmeLetlotlowas

askingforme.Isighedandwashedtheflouroff

myhands.

Hewaswearinghisworksuitbutnotie.

Me:hi.

Him:mmh..

Iunlockedthedoorandwalkedin.Hefollowed

andputhislaptopbagonthebed.Hetookoff

hisclotheswhilewalkingtothebathroom.I

tookoutwarm clothesforhim andwenttodish

upforhim.

Me:howareyou?Iaskedashewaseating.He

wasjustwearingboxersonlyidoubthewas

goingouttoevenseehismom.

Him:im fine.

Itwentquietforalittlewhile.

Me:babewhatishappeningtous?Whyareyou



beinglikethis?

Him:areyouseriouslyaskingmethatRorisang?

Me:im worriedbabe.

Him:ijustlostmyfatherandthatsallyouthink

about?Whyareyousoselfish?

Woow.

Me:im sorry.Ilookedawayandwaitedforhim

tofinishandtooktheplatebacktothekitchen.

PalesaMotaung.

WhenRorisangdroppedthecallididntknow

bowtotellLehakwe.Hehasbeenhappyafter

seeinghisfathersoactiveyesterday.Thenour

prrgnancyalsomadehim happy.Howdoitell

him thathisfatherwhom hebidfarewellthis

morningjustafewhoursagoisnomore?He

camebackwithaplasticbagoffood.He



lookedatmeandfrowned.Hewipedthetears

thathadalreadyfallen.

Me:ijustspoketoRorisangonthephone.

Him:whatdidshesayihopeshedidntmake

youangry.Ishookmyheadno.

Me:uhm babyyourfatherpassedaway.Ilooked

athim andforamomentitseemslikehe

stoppedbreathing.Heputhisheadonthe

steeringwheelasiwasabouttotouchhim he

startedthecarandspeedthecaroutofthe

garage.Thespeedwason180km/h.

Me:Lehakwepleaseslowdown.Icouldnthelp

butcry.Iwasscaredididntwanttocry.When

hesloweddownhestoppedthecargotoutand

startedkickingthecarthenhescreamed.Igot

outtooandhuggedhim.

Me:babepleasecalm downyouarescaringme.

Iputhishandonmystomachandhecalmed

down.
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RorisangMotaung.

Ididntknowfuneralpreparationsarethis

straining.Mymotherinlawissometimesorand

sometimessheiscold.Shejustinsultsme

infrontofpeople.Yesterdayshediditinfrontof

mymotherwithoutacarehowshefeels.Ihad

gonetothemalltofetchLetlotlo'ssuitfrom the

drycleanerandalsoboughtadressformyself.

Thefuneralwastomorrowmorning.Nothing

evergoesrightwithoutdramaweallknowthat.

Letlotlocalledmeandsaidhewasoutside.I

finishedeatingandpaidthentookmythings

andleft.HewaswithLehakwecomingfrom the

mortuarytobathanddresstheirfather.Mohau

isawreckhejustcanthelpit.Itsnotlikeheis

thelastbornchild.Allinalltheyare82from

letlotlo'smom 3from lehakwesand3from

mohau'smom.Andthereareonlytwogirls.I

hangedthethethingsbythedoorandgotinthe



otherside.

ThingsbetweenLetlotloandihaventchanged.

Heonlytalkstomewhenheneedssomething

from me.Ithurtatfirstbutim usedtoitnow

andiactuallydontcare.Mymotheraskedmeif

iwashappyanditoldhim im usedtolifebeing

likethisforme.Sheblamesherselfthatihave

tobeinanunhappymarriage.Shesaysifonly

shehadfoughtherillnessthingswouldbeokay.

Iwouldhavefinishedschoolandfollowedmy

dreamsofbeingachef.Neverthoughtiwould

beoneofthosewomenwhoremainedintheir

marriagebecauseoffinancialsecuritybuthere

im.

Iveplannedtoleavethismarriageifthis

continuesofhappening.Onceibecomeachef

andstableim leaving.Itwontbehardbecause



im verysureiwonthaveachild.Iwillbeon

contraceptivesfrom nowonwards.Wearrived

homeanditookmybagsoutandLetlotlotook

hissuitthenhangedit.Itookoffmyshoesand

laidontopofthebed.Myfeetwereswollen.

Letlotlo:dontyouhavethingstodowiththe

otherwomen?

Me:im tiredineedtorest.

Honestlyihaventbeenfeelingwellforawhile

nowandialwaysavoideditsayingiwillbe

better.

Him:othersaretiredtoobutyoudontseethem

sleeping.

Me:leavemealonenxa.Heheldmyleftfoot

andiflinchedinpainandhequicklyletgo.

Whywasitpainfulallofasudden?

Him:whatiswrong.Hetriedtotouchmylegbut

imovedandgotdown.



Me:donttouchme.Im tiredLetlotloeverything

inmybodyhurts.Nobodyhasworkedashard

asididandyouarecomparingmeto

everyone?im humantooiknowyoudontcare

butpleasejustletmebenxa...iworemyflops

andlefthim there.Iwalkedoutsideandheldmy

chestasmyheartbeatfasterthannormalit

hurtsobadihadtoholdontothetree.

Palesa:heyareokay?

Inodmyheadquickly.

Me:ithurts..isaidpointingatmychest.She

pulledthebunkerstoolandmademesit.

Her:whathappened?

Me:nothingatalwayshappensitwillpass.

Her:mmmhshesaidasifshedoesntbelieve

me.Shepulledmydressupandlookedatmy

leftleg.



Her:youaresickRorisangthisisntnormallook

atyourself.Ihadmaybeitsbecauseyouand

yourhusbandarefightingbutlookatyourself.

Me:im finePalesa..isnappedandshekept

queit.

Mylegwasactuallypainful.

Her:iwasjusttryingtohelp.

Isighed.

Me:im sorrypleasejustletitgo.

Her:icanaskLehakwetocheckyouifyoudont

mind.

Me:thankyoubutiwillbefine.

Her:areyousure?

Me:yesthankyou.

Shesmiled.Sheputherhandonmyleft

shouldersoshecouldstandupbutiflinched

from thepaincomingfrom theforce.



Me:oouch..shejumped.

Her:sorrysorry.Areyouokay?

Me:yeahitsjustpainful..iwilltakeafew

painkillersiwillbefineim sureitsfrom the

workiwasdoing.

Her:ohohkgoandrestiwillwakeyouupwhen

ntatearrives.Inodmyheadandsheleft.What

iswrongwithme?Mylegwaspainfulithas

alsochangedcolour.Ithadblueandpurple

vainsshowingonit.

Istoodupbutfeltdizzysoisatdownagain.I

closedmyeyesandstoodupveryslowly.Iwent

tothekitchenandmadesomejuiceandbuscuit

thenate.Wheniwasdoneiwentoutsideby

thebackandhelpedpickoutthemeatthat

wouldbecookedtomorrow.



PalesaMotaung.

Rorisangisstartingtoworrymenow.Ihave

beenwatchingherforafewdaysnow.Iwould

saysheissickbecausesheisworkingherself

toohard.Shejustletallthisoldwomensend

aroundwhentherearekidsaround.The

cousinsheredontevenlifttheirfingertowork

oranything.Ifinishedeatingthebraaimeat

Lehakwebroughtformefrom theshisanyama.

Ithadabitofchillianditwassogoodbutthe

momentisawbloodfrom thechickenistopped

eating.Iwrappeditandputitinthetakeaway

paperandputitaway.Iwentouttowashmy

handsandsawRorisangworkingagain.Whatis

wrongwithher?

Iwasplayinggamesonmyphonewhen

Lehakwewalkedin.



Him:didyoueat?

Me:yeahandyou,areyouhungry?

Him:noim fine,pleasegoandtellyourfriendto

sitdown.

Me:who?

Him:Rorisangshedoesntlookgoodatall.

Me:itoldhertogoandrestshehasbeenlike

thatfordays.Shealmostfaintedjustnow.

Him:didshesaywhatwaswrong?

Me:noshehasswollenlegsandshesaidher

leftsideispainful.Itouchedherleftshoulder

andsheflinched.Sometimessheevenloses

concetrationyesterdayshealmostcuther

fingerwhilechoppingonions.

Him:mmmhsheisstressedandim afraidshe

mighthavestroke..ehyisLetlotlodoingthisto

herthou?Weareallhurtbutheisoverdoingit.

Me:evenhismothertreatsherthesameway



shedoesyouknowtheotherdaysheshouted

atherinfrontofhermotherthattheoldwomen

wentoutsidejusttocry.

Him:yoohbabeyouarechangingmelookatme

gossipingwhenishouldbeoutsidewithmen.

Welaughed.Hekissedmethenwalkedout.

Whenntatearrivediworeproperlyandwent

outsideasthechurchbegan.Itwassosad

watchinghisdaughterscrying.Theservicewas

veryniceandwarm.Aftertheservicepeople

weregivenfood.Ididnthavetohelpbecausei

waspregnant.IpulledRorisangwithmeandwe

wenttomyhouseandiforcedhertorestfora

while.ShesleptonthecouchandPulengalso

cameandjoinedus.
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Thedayofthefuneralcameanditwassad.I

wassittingnearmymotheranduncleduring

theservice.Shewantedmetogohomewithher

forafewdays.Iwasntusedtoanyonecaring

formeandiappriciateditsomuch.Wewalked

tothecemetryitwasjustdowntheroadnear

theprimaryschool.Mymotherheldmeas

everythingmovedslowly.Sheslappedmy

cheekcallingmynamebutiwasjusttired.She

andmyunclehelpedmewalktohiscar.They

gavemewatertodrinksoicouldcalm down.I

dontknowwhatwaswrong.

Ma:pauljustdriveustothehospitalsheisnt

okay.

Me:mamaim finecalm downim justhungry.

Ma:thisisntthefirsttimeitshappeningsodont

lietome.

Me:yoomalumepleasetalktoher.Keshapnna.



Malumelaughedandshookhishead.

Malume:dontworrysheislikethisyouwillget

usedtoit.

Helaughed.

Whenmom wassureiwasokaywewent.The

casketwasalreadygoingdownandtheuncle

waspraisingntateforthelasttime.

HaoanaTau,oanasebata,

Oanaphoofoloesajeweng,

Tauapolakamahlongrebone.

KemothowahaHlalele,

MothowaMmadifalanaKwena,

Wamatsholankuefollemokekeng,

Esennaefolladifalaneng.

Thecasketwasalreadydownbythetimehe

finishedandthatiswhenthewomenstarted



cryingoutloud.

Luckilytodaytherewasntmuchworksince

therewassocietypeoplehelpingaround.I

changedmyshoesandwenttositwithmy

mother.Myfatherwasalsoherewiththem and

heseemedsickhimself.Isatnearmymother

andputmyheadonhershoulder.Shebrushed

myhairandijustclosedmyeyes.

Malume:ahahhleRoriyouareoldforthat.

Mom:sheismyonlybabyletherbe.Theyboth

laughed.

Thefollowingdaytheydidthecleansingand

cuttingofhairandstuff.Ionlycutabitofmine

sinceiwasjustamakotiherewhileeveryone

elsewentbaldexceptuswhoarentdirectly

related.Everyonetooktheblanketstheyusedto

washandiwashedminewiththemachine.I



tookmypillsanddrankthem theywerethelast

ones.Ifinallydecidedtogototheclinic

becausethisdidntseem likeanythingthatwill

justpass.Butsinceitsasundayiwillhaveto

waittilltomorrow.

IsatbythetreejoiningausiPulengandher

friend.Sheisasistertoherlatehusbandand

theygetalongverywell.Herlatehusband's

familydidcometothefuneraltheyarenice

peopleshame.Ialsohearedsomegossipgoing

aroundthattheywantedPulengtobeasecond

wifetoherlatehusband'swife.Theydidgivea

choicethouatleast.Idoubtiwouldeverdothat.

IfLetlotlowastodieiwouldntmarryanyofhis

brothers.PalesaandThapeloweretheones

whocookedsupper.Weatewhilesittingaround

thefireiretiredtobedearlierthaneveryone

else.IfoundLetlotlobusyonhislaptop.He

didntevenstoptolookatme.Irememberhow



itusedtobeatfirstwewerecrazyinloveand

lovedspendingtimetogether.Wereallynever

gotthechanceofjustbeingthetwoofus.We

alwayshadhisfamilyaroundandwhenwe

finallydidmymothercamebacktheneehadto

comehomeandeverythingfellapart.Maybe

thisisthemanimarried.Thesamemanwhom

mostpeoplefear.Ididntunderstandbutnowi

do.Thisishim andbeforenowitwasalla

facade.Ichangedtomynightwearandgot

readyforbed.Heremovedhisthingsandletme

sleep.IsilentlhprayedaskingGodtoprotect

andguideme.Iprayedformymothersand

fatherswellbeing.Iknowheisntthebestfather

buthestillraisedmeandtookcareofme.

WheniwokeupLetlotlowasstillasleep.I

prayedagainandwenttotakeabath.Myleft

sideoftheneckhurtalot.Icouldnteventurnto

theleft.Ithinkmyvainpoppedorsomething



becausethepainshootsstraighttomyspine

andlowerback.Iwashedthebasinandcleaned

thebathroom.Itiedthetoweltightlyonmethen

wenttothebedroom.Letlotlowasstillasleep

soitookitoffandappliedlotiononmybody.I

lookedatmyselfonthemirrorandrealisedthat

onlymyleftsidewaspainful.Iquicklycovered

mybodywhenirealisedLetlotlowasawake.

Him:morning.Iturnedandlookedathim

suprised.

Me:Goodmorning.Itookoutclothesamd

underwearthenwenttogetdressedinthe

bathroom buthefollowedmewatchingmy

everymove.Hetookoffhisclothesandgotinto

theshowerHisclotheswerejustthrownonthe

floor.Isighedandpickedthem upcleanedand

fixedthebed.



Hecameoutquicklywearingchinopants,golf

shirtandformalshoes.

Him:packabagwearentcomingback.

Me:youandwho?Hesighed.

Him:youandi.Wearegoingtoharrismith.

Me:im goingtotheclinic.

Him:packthebagnow.Hetookhiscarkeys

andphonethenwalkedout.Ihearedacar

startingoutsideandipackedthebagquickly.I

tookmytoiletrybagtoo.Hewalkedintookthe

bagthenopenedhissafeandtookoutastack

ofmoney.Hepulledmyhandanddraggedme

outside.Ishegoingtokillme?Istartedshaking

becauseiwassoscared.Whenheopenedthe

frontseatformeirelaxedwhenisawPulengat

theback.Whatisgoingonhere?

Iwassilentthewholewayaswedroveupthe



hill.Hestoppedthecarandtoldustogetoff.

Wedidandwewalkedupthemountains.

Me:wherearewegoing?

Puleng:dontworrywearenotgoingtokill

you..thenshelaughedbutstoppedimmidiately

asLetlotlogaveheralook.

Letlotloheldmyhandandaleatherjacketon

hisotherhand.Itwascoldbuthewasnt

wearingwarm clothes.Wewentuptothelast

housebythemountains .Ivehearedstories

aboutthecouplethatliveshere.Theyareboth

wellknownstrongtraditionalhealersin

Qwaqwa.Ayounggirlwhohadherfacepainted

camebythegateandgreetedus.

Her:mmelentatebaleemetse.

Wefollowedhertoabeautifulbigrondavelby

theback.WetookoffourshoesleavingPuleng

outside.Themomentwewalkedinthetwo

boysintherondavelstartedplayingthedrums.I



feltmyheartbeatfastandiheldontoLetlotlo's

handtightly.

Oldwomen:Sebokosahaomonna.

Letlotloclearedhisthroatbeforestarting.

Letlotlo:MotaungwahaHlalele,

MothoNthetheaMorapedi,

Motholebeselakgomo,

Larethaleesokenehlofeng,

Petulelekanamolala,

HaHlalelehahomarenamangata,

MorenakeHlaleleainotshi,

MothoMatabohangaRapulana,

Kgalapa,morena,

EoesengwahaTaukemang?

Oldwomen:Motaung...kealeboha...ntatebana



keba.Theoldmenlitthewhitecandle.

Oldman:kganya.

Us:Lesedi

Oldman:kganya.

Us:Lesedi.

Oldman:Kerese.Theoldladygaveusfour

candleswhite,blue,redandyellow.Wehadto

lightthem aroundus.Theoldmantookash

andputitonourforeheadsthenmadeushold

hands.

Oldwomen:hlobola...shesaidpointingher

woodensticktoLetlotloandhedid.

Igaspedwhenisawhisback.Itlookedlikea

rashbutwithbubblesandsomehadmade

holesonhisback.Heflinchedwhenitriedto

touchhim.

Oldwomen:wenahlobolo.Shepointedatme

andilookedatLetlotlowhonodhishead.Itook



offmyclothesquicklyremaininginmy

underwear.Theboysbeatthedrum fasterand

louder.Thewomenstartedshakingandsinging.

Shestoodupandjumpedupanddownlikeshe

wasntveryold.Theoldmen'seyesturned

totallywhiteashelitwhatlookedlikedry

grass(mpepho).Hestoodupandmovedaround

uscallingouranscestortoprotectandguideus

Oldwomen:iseeababyheisntatpeace.Iseea

womenthereisbloodonherhandsyoursons

blood.Iseemoreblooddeathandtears.She

stoppedandsatdownlookingattheboys

tellingthem togooutandtheydid.Nowiwas

scared.

Letlotlo:whoisthewomen?

Sheshookherheadnow.

Oldwomen:itsstillearlytotell.Youdonothave

aproblem conceiving.

Shetookmytremblinghandandbrusheditthen



smiled.

Letlotlo;whatdoyoumean?Thedoctorssaidi

havelowsperm count.

Oldman:whatdotheyknow?Helaughed

sarcastically.

Oldwoman:youaretostayawayfrom porktill

youarepregnant.Takethisabathtwiceaday

withthesamewaterforaweek.From hereyou

arenottoenteryourfathersyardtillyouare

donebathingwithit.

Letlotlo:whatwillhappentothewomen?

Oldman:protectyourwifefirstthenyoucan

comebackwhenyouaresuresheisfine.

Letlotlo:whatiftheydosomethingfarworse

thanthis?

Oldman:doasisayyoungman.Tellyoursister

toburnallofherunderwear.Andbuyhernew

ones.



Thecandlesquicklyburnedoutasthewomen

clappedherhands.Thenifeltareleaseinmy

bodybutidontknowwhatwasbeingreleased

butifeltfree.

Likeaburdenhadbeenliftedoffmyshoulders.

Letlotloworehisshirtandiworemyclothestoo.

Hetookout5R200andplacedthem undera

rockbythedoor.Pulengquicklystoodupand

followedusout.Letlotlogavemehisphoneand

toldmetocallPalesatoburnmyunderwear.I

didexactlythatandiwassuprisedshedidnt

askquestions.Wegottothecarandijust

lookedoutthewindow.Iwasdrained,ifeltlike

ivebeenrunningfordays.

IopenedmyeyesandsawLetlotloworkingon

hislaptop.Hewasntwearingashirtandthat

rashwasnowdry.Igotoutoftheblanketsi



waswearinghisshirtwithoutunderwear.

Heturnedaroundandclosedhislaptopthen

walkedslowlytothebed.

Him:howareyoufeeling?

Me:im justtiredwhathappened?Whydidwego

seeasangomaLetlotloim confused.

Him:areyounothungryyouhavebeensleeping

foralmost28hours.Ilookedaroundandsaw

thatitwasdarkoutside.Ionlyremember

sleepinginthecar.

Me:28hours?Wherearewe?

Him:weareinharrismith.

Me:ohk.Hestoodupandwalkedoutthencame

backlaterwithabagfrom fishaways.There

wererolls,greensaladandhake.Iatewhilehe

keptgoinginandoutofthebathroom.Wheni

wasdoneitookthedishestothekitchen.I

wenttothebathroom andfoundLetlotlo



pouringtheherbsandmuthiweweregiven.He

tookoffhisclothesandididtooandgointothe

bathtogether.

Me:tellmewhydidwegothere?Hesighedand

movedhishandsonmyshoulders.Ihadmy

backonhim.

Him:mymother...imeanthewomenyouknow

asmymothersheuhm idontknowhowtoput

this.Alothashappenedandim stillangryand

confused.

Me:whatdoyoumean.

Him:sheisntmybiologicalmother.

Me:ooh.

Him:shekilledourbabyidontknowhowbut

pulengoverhearedeverythingwhileshespoke

tomyaunt.Myfathersfirstlovehisfirstwife

hadmeandmysteriouslyfellillaftergivingbirth

tomeanddied.Iwasjustaweekoldwhenshe

died.Thecleansingceremonywasallfake.The



stafftheyusedwasmeanttomakemehate

you.IdidntbelievePulengatfirstthatswhyi

insistedonbeingcleansedtoo.Alotofthings

werehappeningquicklythatnightwhenihityou

andlefticamehere.Yhefollowingmorningits

whenirealisedthingsweredifferent.Iwould

neverlaymyhandonyoubabeandyouknowit.

Me:butyoudid.

Hesighed.

Him:ididntrealiseitbabe.Thesamemorning

Pulengcalledandaskedifihadntrealisedwhat

hewassayingwastrueornot.Iwokeupwith

therashandithurtsobad.Ididntwantthem to

seeiknewsoiplannedonplayingalongbut

everytimeiwasnearyouihatedyouijust

couldnthelpit.Hesighed.

Me:yourmotherdidallofthis?Why?

Him:sheisntmymotherRori.Theykilledour

baby.



Me:sowhatwillhappennow?

Him:bytheendoftheweekwegotherelike

nothingeverhappened.Theywillthinkusbeing

awayprobablybroketheirspell.Theywontstop

nowbutiwillprotectyoufrom everything.I

talkedtoLehakwe'smotherandshepromised

tohelp.Sheistheonewhosentustothe

sangoma.

Me:ithoughtyoudidntwantmeanymore.

Him:iloveyousomuchRorisangandnothing

caneverstopmyfeelingsyou.Ivelovedyouthe

firsttimeinoticedyou.Youwereveryyoung

thenandihadthoughtiwasjustbeingapervet

butiwasjustaboyinlove.

Heturnedmearoundandwipedmytearsand

kissedme.

Me:iloveyoutooandidontwanttolooseyou

ever.

Hearmenow.Iwasreadytoleavehim buti



knewitwouldntbeeasy.
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Weusedtheherbsforaweekthenwentback

home.Hehadtolietohismotherthanhewas

urgentlyneededincapetownandtookme

alongtohelp.Hismotherwasnthappywhenwe

arrived.Someoneknockedatthedoorandi

opened.

Me:mamaiseverythingohk?

Shepushedmeandenteredthehouse.

Her:whereismyson?

"Mama!Mama!"Tebatsoshoutedfrom outside

tillshetoogotinside.



Me:mamaLetlotloksbathing.

Tebatso:rakgadiofihlilemamaetla.Theyboth

walkedout.Letlotlowalkedoutwhilewiping

himselfhewascompletelyhealedbutstillhad

marks.Itoowasfinelikeiveneverbeensick

before.Heworeashortandlongsleevedshirt

andgotintobed.Itookoffmygownandjoined

him.

Him:whatdidshewant?

Me:ididntask.Hecuddledmeandgotbusyon

hisphone.Iendedupfallingasleep.

IwokeupbeforeLetlotloandtookaquick

shower.Itwascoldandwindyoutside.Ididnt

havemuchtodothanhelparoundthehouse.

PalesaandLehakwehadleftyesterdayandso

didotherfamilymembers.IaskedLetlotlotogo

hometoseemysistersandhesaidicouldtake

them outshopping.Iwashappythatiquickly



changedthenleft.Luckilymyfatherandhis

wifewenttotheclinic.Soitoldtheboystoalso

bath.Theywereveryhappy.Sincetheboys

complainedaboutnothavingproperschool

uniform iboughtthem newshoesanduniform

andfoodtoo.Wewenttokfcandhadlunchand

itwasreallyfun.Mysistershadsavedupthe

moneytheyearnedwhileworking.Aftereating

wewenttothesalonandtheydidtheirhairbut

weleftthetwinsbehindbecauseitwastaking

longer.WearrivedhomeandifoundLetlotlo

sittingoutsidewithmyfatherlaughing.Mystep

-mothercouldntstopthankingme.Iwonder

whattheydidwiththelobolamoneybecause

im suretheydidntuseallofitforthewedding.

Lateronthatdaywedrovebacktojoburgand

mamawasnthappy.Shewantedtocomealong

buthersister-wivesadvicedherotherwise.The

womenjustlostherhusbandyetshedoesnt

wanttostayhome.



WearrivedatGautengby8pm andiwastired.

Wejusttookabathandslept.Ihadalotof

schoolworktocatchuponandLetlotlohad

worktoo.Iwokeupinthemorningandwoke

Letlotlouptotakeabath.Imadebreakfastfor

him andpackedhislunchtoo.

Itookmythingstooandwenttothelibrary.It

wasntasqueitasim usedtoit.Therewerealot

ofstudentgoingaround.Ifeltsomeone

starringatmeanditurnedaround.Aboy

wearingarednikegolfshirtblackjeansanda

redcarvela.Hesmiledatmeandiquickly

lookedaway.Ihearedgirlsgigglingandlooked

around.Theywereseatinginthetableinfrontof

minebothfacingmydirection.

Icheckedmyphoneandihad2missedcalls

from Letlotlo.Itwas4pm ihadlosttrackof



timeandthatmeansiveonlyhadbreakfastever

since.Ipackedmybooksawayandclosedthe

laptoptoo.Icalledforanuberbeforestanding

up.Isubmittedthebooksbeforewalkingout

thelibrary.TherewasablackBmwi8andan

audiA5bytheparkinglot.Theguyfrom inside

wassittingontopoftheAudiwashisfriends

weresittingoncampchairs.Theywereplaying

maskandisongsveryloud.Hetookoffhishat

lookedathiswatchandjumpedoffthecar.He

walkedtomeafteripassedthem.

Him:sawbonasphalaphala.

Idontwanttolieandsayiunderstoodwhathe

saidbuthearinghowbeautifulitsoundedi

smiled.

Him:awsukamadodakodwangizothiintombi

enhlekangangaeyakwabani?

Ilookedathim andshookmyhead.Andhe

frowned.



Me:sorrybutidontunderstandyou?Helaughed

andshookhisheadsmiling.

Him:oohim bandileandmybrotheroverthere

"hesaidpointingatanotherguywholookedlike

him"wantedtohaveawordwithyou.

Me:canthespeakforhimself?

Hesmiled.

Him:usabaabantu..sowhatisyourname?

Me:Rorisang.Myphonebeepedanditwasthe

uber.

Him:beautifulname.Socanhecome?

Me:nexttimemaybe.Irushedawayfrom him

andgotintothecar.Iveneverhadaguytalkto

mebeforethiswasthefirstandidontknow

whattodo.

IwantedtotellLetlotlobutwhatarethe

chancesofmeseeingthem again?Aswewere



drivinghomehesentanSmsthathewillbe

homelateandcouldcometohisofficeifi

wantedto.Soitoldthedriverandidecidedto

buyusdinnerfirst.

Arrivingatthewarehouseitsalreadyclockoff

timesoquicklyrushtohisofficeandnowisee

howbusyheis.Iwalkaroundhistableandkiss

hischeeks.

Me:heybaby.Hesmiles

Him:heybaby.

Iwalkaroundhisofficeandnoticehislunch

bag.Iopenitandfrownwheniseehedidnteat.

Me:youdidnteat..iaskeyebrowsraisedandhe

chuckles.

Him:ilosttrackoftimebaby.

Me:ohkiboughtdinnercomeandeatyouwill

workafter.Hesighedandsignedsomepaper



the.Satwithmeonthesofa.

Him:iwanttoeatsomuchbabybutiwantto

seeyoubigandroundwithourbaby.Ilaugh

andshakemyhead.

Me:youandiboth.Wefinishedeatingandi

threwawaythepapers.Isatdownandtookout

mylaptoptowatchamoviebutendeduofalling

asleep.

Iopenedmyeyesandiwasalreadydark

outsidebuticouldhearthattherewasstill

peopleworking.Istoodupandstretchedmy

body.

Him:youwanttogohome?

Me:areyoudone?

Him:almostthere.

Me:alrightiwilljusttakeawalkoutsidethen.

Him:no.



Me:comeonbabeitssafeisntit?

Him:thepeopleworkingnightshiftdontknow

you.

Me:fine.Ipoutedandsatdown.

Him:comeandsithere.

Istoodupandwenttositonthechair.Hegave

mepapers.

Me:shouldireadthis?

Him:nolookthroughitandifithasmorethat

threehighlightedpartsdeclinedontsignifit

haslessthenaccept.Wheniwasdoneifiled

thepapers.Letlotlowasdonetoo.Thetime

wasalreadafter9pm.Wewenthometooka

showerthenslept.Thefollowingdayiwentto

themalltobuyafewgroceriesandclothesplus

newunderwear.Itsalreadybeen2monthssince

mymiscarrageandLetlotloandihaventhad

sex.ididntknowwhattodobecausewhenever

iwashornyicouldntaskhim.Soicalledzinhle



andtoldheraboutit.

Her:whereishenow?

Me:atwork.Shekeptquietforawhile.

Her:dressuplikeasexymistressandvisithim.

Orjustgonakedifyoudonthaveanythingsexy.

Me:gonakedtohisplaceofwork?

Her:idontmeanitlikethatcoverupwithacoat.

Iendedupdoingthat.Iputonmakeuptiedmy

hairintoabunandworethemalaysianweave

zaneleboughtforme.Iworematchingredlace

underwear.Ablackveryshortdressanda

blackcoatthatcovereditall.Ialsoworeblack

heelsandleftthehouse.Ihadalsopacked

lunchtooincasehehasnteatenyet.Igottohis

officeluckilyitwaslunchandihatehowthe

peoplelookedatme.Iwalkedintohisoffice

andhewaswalkingaroundtalkingonthe



phone.Hesmiledwheniwalkedin.Ikissedhis

cheekandheheldmywaisttightlyandfinished

talking.

Him:2daysinarowim aluckyman.

Me:andyoushouldalwaysrememberthat.I

triedtomoveawaybutheheldontometightly.

Him:youlookbeautifultoday.

Me:yesivemetayoungmanandihaveadate.

Helaughedthrowinghisheadbackthensat

downstillholdingmywaist.

Him:luckyyoungmanimaysay.Whatareyou

wearingforyourdaterato.Iunbuttonedthe

coatandtookitoff.Hesmiledandlookedat

methenmythighs.

Me:doyouthinkmyboyfriendwilllikeit?

Him:idontknowturnaroundandletmesee.

Hemovedhishandupmythighs.Hepushed

mythighswideapart.



Him:bendoverbabe.Ididandihearedhim

curseunderhisbreath.Hestoodupandwentto

lockhisdoor.Ilookedathim takingoffhistie

thenbelt.Hedroppedhispantsfollowedbyhis

boxersandhestartedjerkinghimself.Hestood

behindmeandtookoffmypanty.Hezipped

downthedressandtookitoffme.Mybra

followednextandiwasbentoverthenow

emptytable.

Him:isthiswhatyoucameherefor?

Me:nobby...heinsertedhisfingerinsidemy

alreadywettemple.

Him:dontlietome.

Me:yesthisisaaaayeeehwhatiwant..hedidnt

wastetimebutfuckedmehard.Icameabout

fivetimesbeforeheletmegoandifellasleep

onthecouch.

PalesaMotaung



Isatonthehospitalchairsilently.Icheckedmy

watchagainandiwastheonegoinvinnext.I

sighedheavilyandcoveredmyfacewithmy

hands.Im goingtokillhim ifhedoesntcome.

Thedooropenedandthedoctorwalkedthe

pregnantladyout.IsighedwhenisawLehakwe

approachfrom anotherpassage.

Him:heybabe.Hekissedmeandrolledhis

whitecoatuphisarms.

Me:youarelate.

Hesmiledshakinghisandstoodasidemychair

whilebrushingmyhair.Iexhaledandlaidback.

Anursecameandgreetedusthengave

Lehakwemyfile.Whenthedoctorcameback

shecalledusin.

Doc:oohMotaungjuniorbeautifulwifeyou

havehere.Lehakwesmiledandbrushedmy

hand.



Lehakwe:iknowright.

Doc:mmhishouldtellmybrotherwhereall

theseprettygirlsarefrom.

Lehakwe:comeonheisgay.Theybothlaughed.

Doc:Mrsmotaungsorryforthebadmannersim

Drzuluhowcanihelpyoutoday?

Me:wellwearepregnantsoicameforacheck

up.

Shesmiledandthrewashreddedpaperat

Lehakwe.

Doc:wellcongratsisthisyourfirstcheck-up?

Inodmyhead.

Me:butnotfirstpregnancy.

Doc:youhaveachild?

Lehakwe:miscarrageearlythisyear.She

noddedandwroteonthefile.Sheaskedus

questionstheninstructedmetolayonthebed.



Lehakwesuggestedthisdoctorbecausehe

didntwantamantouchingme.Iwaswearing

jeanssoitookthem offandishirttoo.Ilaidon

thebedcarefullyasshecheckedmybreastand

forpoasibleviginalinfectionordischarge.She

putthatcoldjelthingonstomachandmoved

themachineonmystomach.

Doc:soweare9weeksaheadandthebabyooh

thebabiesseem tobedoinggood.

Me:babies?

Lehakwe:2!Webothsaidinshock?

Doc:yesdoesanyofyouhavearecordoftwins

inthefamily?

Me:wellwedoinmyfamilybutitsrareforthe

bothofthem tosurvive..

Shefrowned.

Doc:youcanwearyourclothes.Shegave

lehakweawetwipeandhewipedmeasthe



doctorwalkedout.Lehakwehelpedmewear

myclothesandshoesthenwesatdown.

Him:yourolderbrotherisatwinright?

Me:yesmyfatherisonetoo.

Him:dontworryaboutitbabe.

Hekissedmyforeheadandwipedmytears.

Thedoctorcamebackwithtwootherdoctors

bothmaleandwhite.Theygreetedandiwas

askedtotakeoffmyshirtsotheycouldcheck

again.Ididandthemaledoctorsbothchecked.

DrzulutalkedtoLehakweasideandtoldhim

somethingthenhenodhisheadandcameback.

Drsmith:wellthereisonlyoneheartbeatbuti

willtakethevideotowatchandconfirm onher

nextappointment.Theytalkedasideallfourof

them asiworemyclothes.Whenthetwo

doctorsleftwesatbackdown.

Drzulu:isitohkforyoutodoyourHivtesthere?



SheaskedLehakweandhenodded.Shetook

bothourbloodandtheybothcameback

negetive.

Thedoctorapologisedaboutseeingtwinsbut

wewillwaitfordrsmithtoconfirm butifthere

isonlyoneheartbeatthenim havingone.Ifelt

relievedbythat.
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Mymothercalledandtoldmehefoundajob

workingasacleaneratthehospital.Itisnt

muchbutim happysheisgettingbetter.Iwas

atRoccomamaswaitingforPalesatoarrive.

Shetextedmeordersinceshewashungryandi

didthat.

Pali:im sorryim late.

Me:itsohk.Ipushedthedrinktoherandtooka



sip.

Pali:im sotired.

Me:whereareyoucomingfrom ?Shelooked

likeamess.Herhairwasoutofplaceandshe

hadmissedabuttononherdress.

Shelaughednervously.

Her:Lehakwehadforgottenhislunchsoitook

ittohim andwehadsomefunathisconsulting

room.Ilaughed.

Me:woowyouarethatcouple?

Her:officesexistheebestyoushouldtryit.

Iclearedmythroatandlookedaway.

Her:noyoudidntRorisangcomeon..

Me:what?Iwashornyandhelookedsosexy

whenheisserious.Isaidlickingmylips.

Shelaughedandclappedherhands.Thewaiter

cameandbroughtourfoodandweaskedfora



refillofourdrinks.

IlookedattheribsonPalesa'splateandlicked

mylips.

Her:donteventhinkaboutit.

Isighedandlookeddown.

Me:itsjustsohard,Iloveporksomuch.She

laughedatmeandijoinedher.Wehadourfood

thenorderedchocolatecakebecausethey

wantedustoleaveandwewerenotready.

Palesa:thoseguybehindushavebeenlooking

overhereforawhilenow.

Iwasabouttoturnbutshestoppedme.

Me:doyouknowthem?

Her:uhm nowaitoneofthem iscoming.Idrank

myjuiceandwetalkedaboutrandom thingstill

someoneclearedtheirthroat.Ilookedupand

gotirritatedthemomentirealisedwhoitwas.



Him:ntombenhle!Hesmiledandlookedat

Palesawhowassmiling.

Him:sawbonasisi.

Palesa:yebo..

Hesmiled.

Him:unjani?

Palesa:ngyaphilabhuti.Wowherzuluwas

almostperfect.Unlikemeshehasbeenaround

jobourg.

Him:siyabonga..canihaveasit?

Palesanoddedandtheguysatdown.Ihad

evenforgothisname.

Him:mynameisbandile.Hesaidshakinghands

withpalesa.

Her:im palesa.

Him:nicetomeetyousoRorihowareyou?I

coughedasichokedonmydrink.



Palesalaughedshakingherhead.

Me:uhm im g-goodyou?

Him:igoodsomybrother.Hepointedathis

twinbehindus.

Iquicklylookedawayashesmiledandwinked

atme.

Palesa:wowyouareatwin?

Him:yeshisnameisbayandaandhelikesyour

friendshere.

Palesalaughedandshookherhead.Ilookedat

herweirdly.

Pali:canthespeakforhimself?

Him:letmecallhim.

Me:dontweareleaving.Isaidstandingup.

Pali:Comeonrelaxwouldyou.

Me:im someone'swifeiwontsithereand

entertainboys.



Shesighedandstoodup.Shesaidsomethingin

zuluandgavetheguyherphoneandhelooked

atsomenumbersthenthankedher.

Me:whatdidyougivehim?

Her:mynumbers.Shewinkedandwewalked

tothecounterandwepaidtippingthewaiterfor

stayingfortoolong.

Wewenttothesalontodoourhairandnails.It

wasmysecondtimedoingmynails.Nowi

couldchoosewhateveriwanteditsmy

husbandsmoneyanyway.Theyalsodidmy

eyebrowsforfree.

Pali:whenwillyoustartlearninghowtodrive?

Me:im notready.Shesighed.

Her:ifmyhusbandhadmoneyandthosemany

carslikeyoursdoesiwouldntbeusinguber.

Me:iknowijustdonthavetime.



Her:thenaskhim toteachyou.

Me:iwillthinkaboutit.Herhusbandarrivedand

theydecidedonhavingdinnerherewhileitook

anuberhome.Icookedthe30minstewand

tookoutthetripeicookedinthemorningout

thefridgeandboiledit.Idrank2headachepills

theweavewastootightonmyhead.Idont

knowwhypalesasuggestedtheystitchitonmy

hairinsteadofawig.

Whenifinishedcookingidishedupandwaited

forLetlotlobutitwasalreadylatesoiateand

wenttosleep.

Wheniwokeupinthemorninghewasnextto

mesleepingontopoftheblanketinjusthis

boxersandsocks.Hestillhadhiswatchon.I

checkedtimeanditwasveryearlysoiwoke

him upandhesleptproperly.Itextedhis

assistantandtoldhim hewillbecominginlate



today.Igotbacktobedandsleptagain.Letlotlo

hasbeenworkingveryhardforthepastfew

days.

"Baby..baby"

Me:mmh..hetickledmeandjumpedup

laughing.

Me:stopitbbeim awake.Isaidtryingtomove

awayfrom him.

Him:youturnedoffmyalarm?

Ilaughedshakingmyhead.

Me:youlookedtired...

Him:eixiknowbabeivebeenawayfortoolong

now.

Me:youshouldfindsomeonetohelpyouidont

likeitwhenyouoverworkyourself.

Him:ihavemouthstofeedRori.



Me:butyouneedtoresttooiwouldntmind

cuttingdownourexpensesifitmeantyoubeing

homeontime.Heshookhisheadandwentto

thebathroom.

Him:im takingmybrotherstoschool.Your

fatheralwayscallsdemandingmoneythenits

Mamawhoalwayshasunknownbillstopayi

havealotRorisang.

Me:ididntknowsomanypeopleexpectso

muchfrom you.Whyareyouevengivingmy

fathermoney?

Him:ifidontgivehim whatkindofasonwouldi

be?

Me:youaretakingcareofme!Youarealready

payingalotformyeducation.Whowouldbe

givinghim moneyifiwasntmarried.

Him:itisntlikethatbabe.

Me:allthosepeoplearentyourreaponsibility.By

6pm iwantyoutobehomeLetlotloallthose



peoplewhom youaregivingmoneyitstops

nowwellexceptyourbrothers.Youruncles

haveolderkidshirethem sotheycanworkand

supporttheirparents.

Him:youdontunderstandRorisangitsnot

simpletohirefamily.Theywontworkand

expectspecialtreatment.Orahireposition

whichtheydontevenqualifyfor.

Me:lookatmebaby.

Herinsedhismouthandturnedaroundtolook

atme.

Him:mmh.

Me:im notsmilingorlaughingsoyoushould

knowhoreim serious.Bytheendofthemonth

youwillstopfinanciallysupportingallthese

peoplemyfamilyincluded.

Him:"thesepeople"youaretalkingaboutaremy

family.



Me:doesntunclethabohaveasonanda

daughterbotholderthanyou?

Him:theyarenotworking?

Me:becausetheydonthavemotivationbabe.

Theyneedsomethingtopushthem towork

harder.

Him:ivebeentakingcareofthem forawhile

nowandidonthaveaproblem.

Me:wellido.

Him:youarenottheoneworking.

Me:wowohkfine.Iworemygownandwentto

makehim breakfast.Hedideveneathissupper.

Iwarmedhissupperandputitonthetable.

Letlotlorefusestoseemypointwitheverything.

Wellatfirstididntnoticebecauseialwayshad

peopleinthehousebutnowitsjusthim andi.

Hearriveshomeverylateandwedonteven



havetimetoourselves.Onweekendheiseither

workingoroutwithhisfriends.Whatwill

happenwhenwehavekids?Hewilloutbythe

timetheywakeupandwhenhecomesback

theywillbeasleep.Idontwantmykidstogrow

uplikeidid.Idontwantthatforthem.Hecame

downalldressedupforwork.Helookedatthe

foodandbackatme.

Him:whatisthis?

Me:thefoodyoudidnteatlastnight.

Him:youknowihateleftovers.

Me:thenwhowilleatthem?

Him:isnttherenothingelse?

Me:whowilleatthis?Hechuckledshakinghis

head.

Him:thisisntaboutfoodisit?

Me:ofcourseitsaboutfood.

Him:theyaremyfamilyRorisang.



Isighed.

Me:itoldyouidontcareaboutthatanymore.I

tookthefoodawayandmadehim proper

breakfast.

Him:thankyou.

Me:youshouldnotifymenexttimeifyouwillbe

homelatesoidontcookforyou.

••••••

Whentherearecertainchaptersidont

understandiattendclassestohelpme.I

wouldntsaymatricishard.Itsabouthowyou

study.Wetendtogetexcitedwhenweare

doingourfinalyearatschoolandletourgut

down.Welookfowardtouniversityandadult

lifeweforgettoconcetrateonthemaingoal

studyingandpassing.Likerightnowallthese

studentswereallrumblingabouttheirmatric

ballhappeningafterthepreliminaryexams

whichis3dayslater.Someevenstopped



attendingjusttogoshoppinglookingforthe

bestdress.Welliwouldbethisexcitedtoobut

mytimeforsuchhaspassed.Im married

personnow.Itsnowthelastweekofseptember

andPalesaisverybigfora3monthspregnany

women.Shetoldmethedoctorthoughtshe

washavingtwinsbutlateronchangedsaying

itsonlyonebaby.

Wellmymarriagewhatcanisay?Letlotlo

obviouslydidntlistentome.

PalesaMotaung.

Whywasntitoldpregnancyishard.Mymoods

arejusthighnottoforgetaboutmycravings.

Justyesterdayisawmopaniwormsontvand

cravedforthem.Lehakwehadtodrivetoptato

getthem butididnteatbecausetheywere

scary.Hewasangrybutweendeduplaughing



aboutitatnight.Hesaysthispregnancyis

makingmebipolar.Irelaxedonthecouch

tuningontobbclifestyle.Itwas12pm already

andmyfavouriteshowsarestartingfrom now.

Firstitssiba'stable.Ilovecookingshowswell

thefoodtheycook.Igotupandwarmedupmy

ribsandstickyhotwings.Isatdownandate

whilewatchingtheshow.Whentheshowwas

overimadepapaandchakalakabecause

Lehakwewasonhiswayback.Hewasworking

nightshift.From 10pm to12pm.Theirshiftare

justcrazy.Justintimehewalkedinwhistling.

Him:mybeautifulwife.Hepickedmeupand

spanmearoundasigiggled.

Me:shouldntyoubetired?

Him:notforyoumylove.

Igiggledashekissedme.

Me:whatgotyousohappy?

Him:wellLetlotlowantstosponsormewellnot



sponsorbutheisborrowingmecapitalandi

willpayhim backonceimakeprofit.

Me:ooh.Ishetheonlypersonwhocanborrow

youmoney?

Helookedatmeweirdly.

Him:whatswrongwithhismoney?

Me:wellRorisangwas...

Hecutmeoff.

Him:oohpleasenotheragain.ItsalwaysRori

thisRorithatwhycantadaygobywithoutis

talkingabouther?Babeiunderstandyoucare

aboutherbutpleasetoneitdown.Inodmy

head.

Me:finebutpleasethinkaboutallthepeople

wholookuptoLetlotloforfinancialassistance.

Him:hecandropthem thenim hisbrother.

Isigheditsjustuseless.



IknowRorimeantwellorshesaidthisbecause

Letlotloisntfinanciallysupportingusbutthey

reallyaretakingadvantageofhim.Idontthinki

wouldallowLehakwetosupporthisunclesand

auntsfinanciallywhentheyhavetheirownkids

whoareableandoldenoughtodothat.

Lehakweatehisfoodthentookashowerand

sleptonthecouchwhileiwatchedt.v.His

mothertextedmesayingtheyhavearrivedihad

tocallherback.

Her:makoticanyouhearmeremoparkstation

ohokaewena?(Whereareyou?)

Me:im home.

Her:im tryingtocallLehakwebutheisnt

answeringhesaidhewillpickusup.

Yoohihadnoideatheywereevencoming.

Me:mamapleaseaskforanuberiwillpay.



Lehakwejustgothomefrom workandheis

sleeping.

Ma:alrightkoti.Shedroppedthecall.

IshookLehakweandhewokeup.

Him:whatisnow?

Me:gotobed.Hehuffedbutstoodupandleft.

Luckilyicookedenoughfood.Whydidnt

Lehakwetellmehismotheriscoming?

Shouldntshebehomeaftershelosther

husband?Idonthaveaproblem withherilove

herbutihatesuprises.

Goodmorning
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Iswhatim doingcheating?palesagavebandile

mynumberandhegaveittohisbrother.Iwas

actuallysuprisedathowcalm hewasoverthe

phone.Zulumanareknowntobeviolentbuti

doubthehasaviolentboneinhim.Ihadtold

him multipletimestostayawayfrom mebuthe

refused.Wellheisdoinghislastyearoflawat

witsunlikehisbrotherheisstudying.Heisfrom

awealthyfamilysotosaysohisbrotherdoesnt

seeareasontostudysohedrivesataxi

sometimes.Hesaidhisfamilyownsalotof

taxisaroundjobourg,pretoriampumalangaand

kzn.Wellhisfatherandaredivorcedbecauseof

thescandalsgoingonwithtaxissohewas

raisedbyhismotherandbandilebythefather.

Theyalsohavea5yearoldsister.Ineveryones

eyestheirparentsaredivorcesbutnotlegally

itsjustawayofkeepingthem safe.

Wellivewentouttolunchwithhim afewtimes



wewenttogolfreefcity,jobourgzooand

suncity.Heknowsim marriedtoobutdoesnt

careitsnotweareinarelationshipwearejust

friends.Hehelpsmealotwithschoolworktoo.

Sooniwillbedonewithexamsandiknowidid

greatwithhishelp.Itsalreadynearing

decemberwhichmeansmybirthdayisinafew

daysandim happybecausebayandaandiare

goingtohappyisland.Im notagoodswimmer

butim excitedthatplacelooksheavenly.

Oohlookatmegoingonandonaboutbayanda

forgettingmybelovedhusband.Wellheisstill

aliveandkicking.Weareokaythatstheonly

thingicanseebutwearenothappy.Honestlyi

stoppedevencaringabouthim because

obviouslythismarriageishisalone.Mymother

sendsmemoneyeverymonthwhenshegets

paid.Iaskedhertostopbutnothershesays

shedoesntwantmeaskingLetlotloformoney



becausethatiswhatgiveshim poweroverme.

Ialreayhavesomuchonmyaccountican

leaveLetlotloevennowbutthereisthatsmall

partinmethatwantstotrytorebuildus.Ifim

notoutwithbandileim outherebigahousewife

youknowdoingshoppingspatreatmentsand

allthatstuff.Justliketodayivejusthadtowax

mybodyandim notgoingbackthere.Theonly

reasonisbecauseim hornyandimissmy

husbandwellthesex.Weprobablyhavesex

onceintwoweeksortwiceifim lucky.You

knowmeandofficesex.Afterthespaiwent

hometochangeandworeaverytightredoff

shoulderdresswithoutunderwear.Ididntdo

anythingwithmyhairsoijustcombeditand

tieditinabun.Myafrowasbigandstrongnow.

Iworeblackheelsandtookmybkackhandbag

witheverything.Mymakeupwasdoneperfectly

too.



Whenigottothewarehousehewasoutside

talkingonhisphone.Whenheturnedaroundhe

sawmeandstoppedtalking.Helookedmeup

anddownthenswallowedansweringthe

persononthephone.Igotveryclosetohim and

kissedhischeeck.

Him:yesMrstevensivegotit....yes....thankyou

forrewardingmethischance?Youwontregret

itsir...yesgoodidea. Hedroppedthecalland

lookedatmefrom toptobottom.

Him:whyareyoudressedlikethis?

Me:dontyoulikeit?Heshookhisheadnoandi

smiled.

Him:youlooklikeahighclassprostitude.

Me:wellthankyou.Im tryingtoseducemy

husband..igiggled.

Him:seriously?Im atworkRorisang.

Me:arentyoualways?



Him:canyougohomeplease.

Isteppedfowardandhungmyhandonhisneck.

Me:nottillyougivemewhaticamefor..ikissed

hislips.

Him:Fineiwillbehomeearly.

Me:iwantithereandnow.

Iwippedthelipstickoffhislips.Hewasnow

forcedtoholdmebecauseiwasntmoving.

Him:im callinganuberforyou.

Heletgoandwalkedinsidethehugebuilding.I

followedhim inside.

Hisofficewassomessywithpapers

everywhere.Heputhisphoneonthetableandi

quicklytookitthencancelledtheuber.

Me:whythehelldidyoumarrymeLetlotlo?

Him:whatisthisnow?

Isighedandshookmyhead.



Me:whydidyoumarryme?isaidslowlywalking

tohissideonthetable.

Him:becauseiloveyouivetoldyouthatalotof

times.Ilaughedandsatontopofhim exposing

mycleanshavedpussy.

Me:noyoudontloveme.Letlotloim justa

floweryoupaidfortodecorateyourhouse.Im

justatoyyouentertainwhenyouarebored.I

unbuckledhistrousersandpushedthem down.

Heswallowedwhilelookingatme.Hetookhis

handsandputthem onmythighs.Igrindedon

him tillhewashardthenremovedhis

underwear.

Him:soyouaregoingtorapemenow?Ismiled

andkissedhischeek.

Me:yes..aahfuckk...imovedslowlyatfirstto

accomodatehim fully.Hisgriponmythighs

tightenedandhethrewhisheadbackonthe



chair.Ibouncedupanddownwithbothmy

handsonhisshoulders.Iturnedaroundgiving

him myback.Imovedslowlyandifelthis

handsmovetowaistandhemadememove

fast.Ifeltcheapforhavingtodothis.Butiwas

tiredofthewayhewastreatingme.Heslapped

myassandiclentchedaroundhim asicame

andhedidtoo.Mytearsfinallydropped.

Me:thiswasforthelasttime.

Him:what?Heaskedconfused.Itookatissue

from hisdeskandwipedmyself.

Me:Goodbye.Ikissedthesideofhislipstook

mythingsandleft.

Whenigothomeitookasuitcaseandneatly

packedhisclotheswelltheonesiknowhe

needsthemost.Theothersijustshovedthem

inblackplasticbagsalongwithhissocksand

shoes.Iputthebagsandplasticoutsidethe



doorandlockedthedoors.Iknowhedoesnt

havethehousekeyswithhim.Hewillsee

wherehesleepstonight.Itookashowerand

cookeddinnerformyself.Ihadevenstarted

drinkingwinetoo.Wheniwasdoneifixeda

hotbathwithsomewinecream and

strawberries.Iturnedonsomemusicwithmy

phoneandrelaxed.

Itookmyphoneandtextedpalesaandtoldheri

decidedtokickLetlotlooutthehouseandshe

calledrightthatmoment.

Her:mosadiwarengnah?

Ilaughed.

Me:ipackedhisthingsandpleasetodontallow

him sleepinyourhouse.

Her:aowamosadiyouknowjcantdothat.

Me:Palesapleasejustdothisforme.Iwant

him tosuffer.Ifyoulethim stayhewontseea

reasontocomehome.



Her:ohkbutwhatifhefindssomeone?Youare

takingariskhere.

Me:theniwilldealwithit.Ifhelovesmelikehe

sayshewillfixusifnottheniwillknowheisnt

theone.Isniffed.

Her:askiesIwilltalktoLehakwethenausii

hopeyouwontregretthisRorisang.

Me:iwonttrustme.

Her:youshouldhavegonewithourinitialplanof

usingthatzuluguy.

Me:thatzuluguyismyfrienditjustdidntfeel

rightusinghim.

Her:fineiwillcallyoutomorrowthenbye.

Me:bye.Ihearedsomeonebangingthedoor

andiworemygownandshoes.Ialreadyknew

itwasLetlotlosoiopenedandlookedathim up

anddownirritated.

Me:whatdoyouwant?



Him:whatdoiwantinmyhouse?Whyaremy

clothesoutside?

Me:wellallyourclothesandeverythingyou

mightneedisinthere.Helookedatmelikei

wascrazyorsomething.

Him:wheream igoing?

Me:oohyoudontgetit?Youareleavingthis

house.Im kickingyououtofmyhouse.

Helaughed.

Him:yeargoodjokebringinmyclotheswhen

youaredonewithyourperfomance.Hejust

pushedmeoutoftheway.Whydidievenopen

thedoor.Wellifhewontleaveiwill.Itookone

ofhisbigsuitcaseanddumpedhisclotheson

thecouch.Iwenttothebedroom andhewas

alreadytakingashower.Iquicklypackedmy

comfortableclothesandtoiletries.Hewas

whistlingintheshowertoo.Iworetracksuits

them walkedoutcallinganuber.ItextedPalesa



toexpectmeandshelaughedthemomenti

walkedin.

Her:itakeityourplanfailed.

Me:imadethemistakeofopeningthedoorhe

ismorepowerfullthanim anyway.

Her:noyoushouldhavescreamedandcriedhe

wouldhavetakenyouseriously.

Me:doesntmatteranymorenowhewillhaveto

begmetocomebackhome.Whereisyour

husband?

Her:heissleeping.Hehasanearlyshift.She

saidgivingmeblankets.Myphonestarted

ringinganditwashim.

Me:thankyou.

Her:hewillknowyouarehere.

Me:dontworryim leavingtomorrowmorningi

willgovisitmymothermaybeevenstaythere



forDecemberholidays.Haveourfirst

Christmastogether.

Her:iwishyouluckausi.

PalesaMotaung.

Im now5monthspregnantandlooklikeim

abouttopop.Ieatalotandicanthelpit.

Lehakwesaysilookhotwiththebigbellyand

assbutidontthinkso.Hejustlovestakingme

pictures.Justtheotherheforcedmetohavea

photoshootwhichienededuplovingbecauseit

wasgreat.Wehaveabigpotraitinourbedroom

ishalfnakedandhim kissingmystomach.Its

myfavouriteoutofthem all.Nowiplanned

anotherphotoshootoncethebabyishereand

readyforit.



Im happyRorifinallysawthelight.Eventhou

thiswasnthowiwantedhertohandlethings

butwhateverrockherboatright?.

Iwokeupthefollowingmorningfrom people

shouting.

Iworemygownandshoesthenwentout.I

foundLetlotloandLehakweshouting.

Lehakwe:whywouldievenkeepherheremara

abuti?

Letlotlo:im notinthemoodjustgoandwake

heruprightnow.

Lehakwe:soshedidntsleepathome.

Letlotlo:shepackedherbagsdontaskmelike

youdontknow.Sheishereiknowit.She

doesntknowanyonearoundhere.

Lehakwe:howdoyouevensleepwhenyoudont

knowwheresheis?

Ilaughedandwenttothekitchenimadesome



cerealthenwenttositonthecouchwatching

them argue.

Lehakwe:babe.

Me:mmh.

Lehakwe:whereisshe?

Me:sheissleeping.Andjustonqueshewalked

inwithherhandcoveringhermouth.She

lookedatUsandshookherhead.

Rori:youaretheonecausingnoisesoearlyin

themorning.

Letlotlo:babeletsjustgohomewhatyouare

doingisreallystupid.

Rorilaughed.

Her:yesim stupidiknow.Akereonkubile

Letlotlo?Itsyourhousegoandleavethere

alone.Im goinghometoday.Shesatnexttome.

Lehakweshookhisheadandleftus.



Letlotlo:Rorisangpleasebabe.

Rori:gotoyourhouseLetlotlo.Kehoreyoujust

wokeusupforshit?

Shestoodupandtriedtoleavebutheheldher

hand.

Letlotlo:comebackhomepleaseiwillleave

thenjustdontgohome.Icanthaveyoustay

therealoneyouknowwhatmamamightdo.

Rori:whosaidim goingtoyourhome?Im going

tomymothershouseshewouldgladly

welcomemeormyauntshouseiwillsee.

Letlotlojustsatdownandburriedhisheadin

hishands.Iwenttothekitchenandmade

breakfastforlehakweim surehewasalready

late.Hecamedownwearingcasually.Igave

him hisfood.

Him:heisstillhere?

Me:ithinkso.



Him:whyaretheyevenfighting.

Me:aahchennaketsebelakae?

Helookedatmeforawhileandshookhishead.

Him:whendidRoriarrivehere?

Me:lastnight.ShesaidLetlotlokickedherout.

Him:hakedikeni..goodbyemylove.Hekissed

meandrushedout.Icleaneduparoundand

wentback.Letlotlowasstillsittingonthe

couch.Ipassedhim andwenttoRori..hebanna

thisgirlwasevensleeping.

Me:Rori.

Her:mmh.

Me:Goandmakebreakfastforyourhusband

andmakehim leaveim goingtosleep.She

huffedandstooduprubbinghereyes.

Ifollowedherandsatattheloungebusyonmy

phone.Shemadehim foodandservedhim.



Rori:eatupsoyoucanleave.

Him:babepleaseiwantustotalktheniwill

leave.

Rori:im donetalkingLetlotlo.

Him:theniwontleave.Iwillfollow youaround

tillwetalk.

Rori:suityourself.Andshewalkedawayafter

winkingatme.

IwatchedasLetlotloatehisfoodthentookthe

platetothekitchen.Heaskedmewhererori

wassleeping.Ishowedhim thenwenttolock

thedoorbeforegoingbacktosleep..

Thismightbethelastpostfortheweektilli

havedata.Telkom doesnthavefree

facebook.
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RorisangMotaung.

Ifelttheothersideofthebedmoveandi

pretendedtobeasleep.

Hekissedmyforehead.

Him:iloveyousomuchbabe.

Andthatwasit.Hejustheldmecloselytohim

andslept.Letlotlothinksbecauseheisbeing

sweetforjustadayiwillforgivehim?Inow

knowmyworthandiwontstayifhedoesnt

appreciateme.Wheniwassurehewasasleepi

turnedaroundandlookedaroundforthingsi

coulddo.Palesaisalwayscoupedupinthe

housesheneedstobreatheandhavefun.

IsawaplaceinbrakpanCarnivalcity.Islowly

gotoutofbedandlookedthrumyclothesfor

somethingtowear.Iwenttomakefoodfor



myselffirstwhilechattingtobayandawhowas

goingonaninterviewforhisarticles.Hestill

hastogotolawschooltooijustthinklawisas

demandingasmedicine.

Ifinishedeatingandthetimewas06:11am.If

Letlotlodoesntwakeuphewillbelatetowork.I

washedthedishesandmadeaotsforPalesa

becausethatsherfavourite.Igottotheguest

room andshookLetlotloawake.

Me:youwillbelateforwork.

Him:whattimeisit?

Me:twentypastsix.

Herubbedhiseyesandsighed.

Him:canwehavedinnertonightsowecantalk.

Me:ineedspaceLetlotlo.

Him:iunderstandbutiwantustojusttalkiwill

letyoubeipromise.



Me:youshouldgetgoing.

Heworehisjeansandtookoutcarkeys.

Him:herethisisyourbirthdaygiftitarrivedlast

night.

Me:youboughtmeacar?Idontevenhavea

license.Hesearchedhispurseandtookouta

cardandgaveittome.

Itwasmylicense.Ididnteventakethetest.

Him:iam sorryidroveitherethismorning.

Isighedandsatnexttohim.

Me:thisdoesntfixanythingthisisntwhatiwant.

Him:iknowbutjusttakeitandpleasedontgo

backhome.

Me:youshouldgosoyouwontbelate.Ilooked

away.

Him:babelookatmeplease.Ishookmyhead

noandhekneltinfrontofmetakingmyfacein



hishandsthenhewipedmytears.

Him:iwillfixeverythingbabepleasegivethat

chance.Youholdaveryspecialplaceinmy

heart.Idontwanttolooseyoujustpromiseme

youwontleaveplease.

Me:fine.

Him:iwillbookahoteltostaythereandyoucan

gobackhomeim sorryforthewayispoketo

youlastnight.

Ijustnodmyheadiwantedhim toleavesoi

couldseemycar.

Me:youdonthaveto.Idontwanttobealonein

thehousesoiwillstayheretillidecidewhatto

do.

Him:ohkthankyou.Iwillseeyoutonight.

Me:dontpushit.

Hesighed.

Him:im sorry.Hehuggedmethenkissedme



deeplyandworehisclothes.

IwenttocheckonPalesaandshewasgiggling

onthephone.Iwenttoherclosetandtookout

clothesforher.Shefinishedwithhercalland

stoodnexttome.

Her:whatareyoudoing?

Me:im nolongerleavingwearegoingout.

Her:bathongRorisangim tired.

Me:butyouarealwaysheresleepingandeating.

Besideiwantedyoutobethefirstpersonto

rideonmybirthdaygift.Shelookedatmeand

rantothewindowandstartedscreaming.

Her:awholeamgRorisang.Heboughtyoua

carfuckencaroohmyGodgirlyouareblessed.

Ididntevenknowthenameofthecar.The

blackwasnttheshinytype.Myjawsdropped

whenwegotoutside.ItwasaMercedeceamg



GLE43suv.Idontlovebigcarsbutthisiloveit.

Whensheopenedthedoorijustcried.The

numberplatewasRori1Gp.Iwasontheground

inmykneescryingheboughtmesuchacar

wheniwasntaperfectdriver..

IhearedPalesalaughingandiwipedmytears

andlookedather.Shewasmakingavideo.I

stoodupanddustedmyselfthengotinside.

Me:areyoucomingorwhat?

Ilearnedhowtodriveusingbayanda'scar.He

wasntpatientwithmeunlikeLetlotlo.

Her:canyousmellthat..shelaughed.

Me:iknowbabe..idrovefor5minaroundtheir

complexthenwentback.Igavehertheoatsi

cookedandwesatdown.

Me:finishupwearegoingtobrakpan.

Her:maybetomorrowwhatyouhavetodonow



isgoandthankyourmanyouknowhow.She

winkedatme.

Me:itoldhim nosextillwefixthings.She

laughedandshookherheadsmiling.

Her:makeitanexceptionausihau..

Itwouldnthurtanyoneandiwillmakeitclear

wearentback.Honestlyacarwontfixthis.She

endedupsleepingonthecouchandicleaned

aroundthehouseandcookedbecauseshesaid

Lehakwewouldbehomeearly.Shewalkedinto

thebedroom asiwasabouttobath.

Her:youaregoingright?

Me:idonthavemythingshereijustthrew

clothesinhere.

Her:ihavenewonestheyweresmall.She

walkedoutthencamebackwithaplasticbag

from thecorsetier.Shetookoutaredandblack



lacebodysuit.Shewentthroumythingsand

tookoutablackskinnyjeanSheborrowedme

herblackredbottom shoes.

Me:thebodysuitistoorevealing.Shesighed

andwenttoherroom andcamebackwitha

blackjacket.

Her:thatgoesperfecttogether.

Me:wellheaskedtohavedinnerwithmeican

dothatandnottheofficevisit.

Her:justknowthatonceLehakwegetsbackim

gettingitandwewillmakenoise.Ilaughedand

shookmyhead.

Me:fineiwillcallhim.Idialedhisnumberand

afterthethirdringheanswered.

Him:babe.

Me:whereareyou?

Him:justgotoutofalunchmeetingim driving

homeforafewfiles.Im sotired.



Me:whydontyoujusttakeadayoff.

Him:notyetbbe.Ijustneedtofinaliseafew

thingsjusttodayandtomorrow.

Me:ohkthanksforthecaritsbeautiful.

Him:youdeserveitandme.

Me:mmhishouldgoihaveabusydayahead.

Him:sonodinner?

Me:nothappening.

Him:ohkiloveyou.

Me:iloveyoutoo.Idroppedthecall.

Pali:so?

Me:heisdrivinghomefrom somelunch

meeting.

Pali:greatgogivehim asuprisevisitthen.

Me:palesasexwontfixthings.

Her:im notsayingitwillbutitsathankyou.



Me:im notdoingthat.Butim goingtocheckout

thingsintheresturantitsbeenawhile.Icooked

lunchsoimightbringdinnerlater.

Shesighedandnodherhead.

Iwenttotakeabaththenworethoseclothes.I

combedmyhairperfectlyandtieditinabun.I

needtodosomethingwithmyhair.

Thedrivetotownwasslowasiplayedmusic

andsangalong.Iwashappyandmymood

showedit.Wheniarrivedistruggledwith

parkingthecarsoijustleftitlikethatandwent

insidewithmypurse.Ilookedlikearich

professionalwomen.Yetim just19turning20.I

gotinsidethenwalkedtotheoffice.Itwasntthe

wayiexpectedtofindit.Shewasreallyworking.

Shestooduoandsmiledatme.

Miranda:mrsmotaungitsbeenawhile.

Weshookhands.



Me:yeahiwasbusywithexams.Howis

everythingaroundhere?

Her:wellim inneedoftwomorepeopleagain.

Yourhusbandjustfiredthem todayafterhe

caughtthem havingsex.

Me:today?

Her:yeshehadameetinghere.

Me:yeahiknowaboutthemeeting.Sohejust

firedthem onthespot?

Shenodherheadandsatdown.

Her:rightnowweareshortanditsabusyday.

Me:wellletschangewewilldealwiththepaper

worklater.

Her:yourhusbandwantedthem tonight.

Me:iwillgivethem tohim nowcome.Itookoff

myshoesassheborrowedmeflatsandiwore

theworkprintedshirt.Itookthetillandshe

tookafewtables.Theguyfrom thetillalso



tookothertablesandwegottowork.Ichecked

thekitchenstaffandeverythingwasinorder.

Im sureitslikethisbecauseLetlotlowashere

today.

IcalledPalesaandtoldheriwouldbehome

latethensentthefoodtothem.Ialsosent

sometoLetlotloandhecalledtotellmetogo

home.Iwastiredbutihadtohelpmiranda

finishthepaperwork.

Whenwefinishedidrovehertoherflatand

drovehome.Itookalonghotbathrelaxingmy

body.

••••••

Iwokeupandmadebreakfastformyselfthen

ate.PalesawasstillasleepwellLehakwewasnt

workingtoday.Thedoorbellranganditiedmy

gownthenwenttocheck.Itwasadeliveryguy



hewasholdingtwoboxesonesmallandthebig

onewasthin.Therewasalsoapaperbagon

thefloorandhehadwhite&redroses.

Him:hiim lookingforMrsMotaung.

Me:whichone?Helookedathispapersthen

nodhishead.

Him:RMotaung.

Me:thatsme.

Him:pleasesignhere,hereandhere.Itookthe

clipboardandsingedeverything.Hewalkedin

andplacedthem onthetable.

PalesaMotaung.

ImovedoutofLehakwe'sembraceandwentto

pee.Igotintotheshowerandshoweredthen

worealoosedressandflops.Ipickedupour

clothesfrom thefloorandputthem inthe



laundrybasket.Itwasnowfullandididnthave

theenergybutitookthem anyway.Ioutthem

intothemachineandwenttothekitchen.The

housewascleanmeaningRoriisalreadyupshe

evencookedmesomeoatsitsgoodhavingher

around.Shewalkedintalkingandblushingon

thephone.

Her:morning.

Me:goodmorninghappyday?

Her:youcansaythat.

Me:roseswhoaretheyfrom?

Her:myhusband.Justasweweretalkingand

laughingthedoorbellrang.Shestoodupand

camebackwithafrownitwasThapelo.

Thapelo:morningbeautifulsisterwives.she

waswithTebatso.

Puleng:haiboRoriyoustayherenow?They



wereonfleeknolie.

Me:herhusbandwasawayonbusinessbutshe

isgoingbacktoday.Theylookedateachother.

Thapelo:wellweplannedaspadaytopamper

youpreggy.ButididntknowRoriwasalsohere.

Rori:oohpleasedontworryaboutmeihave

planswithmyhusband.

Tebatso:greatthengogetreadysowecango.

IpulledRoriwithme.

Me:doyoureallyhaveplans?

Shesmiledandpulledmetoherroom.There

wasaboxofshoesandanotheronewitha

dressneatlyfolded.

Her:wellLetlotlobookedmeafullhouse

spa&salontreatmentthenlateronwearegoing

onadate.Wellat12pm butnowihavetogoto

workfirst.Iopenedthesmallerboxandthere

wasadiamondnecklaceearringsandbracelet.



Theshoeswereblackandbeautiful.

Me:hainoyourhusbandhasagoodchoice.

Her:idoubthechosethisthelasttimeiwent

withhim hedidnthavesuchtaste.

Me:wellthislookspretty.Idoubthehadjusta

daytohavethis.

Her:yeahandthecar.Shesatdownonthebed

andcoveredherfacewithherhands.

Me:whatswrong?

Her:imisshim palesaijustwanttogohome

butiknowifigonowhewontchangeiwantmy

massagetobeloudandclear.

Me:whydontyouvisityourmotherthenitwill

giveyoupropertimeandspaceyouneedit.

Shetookanenvelopeandgaveittome.I

openedittherewere2ticketsofacruiseship

leavingin3days.Itwasfrom durbanfor15days.

From durbantoportuguesisland,NosyBe



(madagascar),portvictoria(seychelles),port

luis(madagascar)thenbacktodurban.The

pricewasR37191withabalconysuite.

Her:hesaidicouldgowithanyoneiwantifi

reallydontwanthim anymore.Heboughtthose

ticketsinseptemberandithoughthedidntcare

aboutme.

Me:idontknowwhattheproblem hereisRori

youlovehim andhelovesyou.Whydontyougo

andfuxthingsthen?

Her:whatifhechangesagain?

Me:youwouldneverknowifyoudontgo.Ifit

happensagainyouleaveanddonttalktohim

tillhefindsyouwhereyoumaybe.Happy

birthdaytoo.Youarenolongerateenager.She

stoodupandhuggedmelaughing..

Her:thankyouverymuch.

Me:youvehelpedmebeforebesideweare

sistersright?Shenodherheadandwipedher



tears.

Afterbathingiworeasimpledressandsandles.

LehakwesaidhehadameetingwithLetlotloso

heletmego.Ifindthetwowomenlaughingin

theloungedrinkinhsomewine.

Me:wecango.

Thapelo:oohimanagedtobookaticketfor

Rorisangtoowewillwaitforher.

Me:oohherhusbandhadgiftedheroneforher

birthday.

Thapelo:itsherbirthday?

Me:yes.

Tebatso:evenbetterwecantakeherouttothat

placeyoutookmetoolastweek.

Roriwalkedinwearingshades.Shelooked

superhotthatthetwowomenwereleft

speechless.



Rori:wellausiim outiwillseeyoutomorrow.

Thapelo:wewantedtotakeyououtfor

breakfastasabirthdaygift.

Rori:oohiwasmeetingupwithLetlotlofor

breakfastbutiwillcancelsinceim seeinghim

later.

Tebatso:great.

Rorilockedthedoorasiwaitedforherbecause

iwasridingwithher.Thapelolovedflaunting

shame.

Thapelo:youcantakethefrontseatsinceyou

arebig.

Iwasnthurtevenabit.

Me:dontworryaboutmeim ridingwithRori.

Tebatso:shehasacar?

Me:birthdaygift.Ipressedtheremoteandthe



garageopened.Theirjawswereonthegroundi

shouldhavetakenapicture.

31

RorisangMotaung.

Wealldroveinmycar.Myphonerangandit

wasconnectedtothebluetooth.

Me:babe.

Him:Mylovewhereareyounow?

Me:yougotmytext?

Him:yesso?

Me:im havingbreakfastwithyoursisterinlaws

andTebatso.

Him:youaredriving?

Me:yesim gonnaseeyoulaterthen.

Heclearedhisthroatsoitookitoutof

bluetooth.



Me:im listening.

Him:comebytheofficeafterbreakfastforthat

thing.

Me:nothappening.

Him:comeonbabelastnightihadjeckoff

usingyourpicture.ImissyouRori.

Me:iwillseewhaticando.

Him:iloveyou.

Me:iloveyoumore.

Hedroppedthecall.Im notgoingtheresorry.

Weparkedoutsidemuggandbeanandgotout.

Ihadtocallmirandaandtellheriwasntcoming

anymore.Thewholebreakfastwasjust

awkward.Thapelowasbusytellingusabout

howvarsitywaslikeandworkingforsarsblah

blahblah.Honestlyiwassooverthis.Ihadto

satanalarm andpretenditacallfrom Letlotlo

andistartedpanickingthenpackedmybag.I



openedmypurseandtookoutmoneybutshe

stoppedme.

Thapelo:dontworryiwillpayyoucango.I

huggedthem allandleft.Iwaswearingajean

soiknowthatwouldsavemefrom sleeping

withhim.

Igottothewarehouseandtheyletmeinafter

signingin.Igreetedthegayreceptionistand

wentup.Therewasabunchoffilespackedon

histableandhewascheckingthenmovingto

theother.Ismiledandhelookedupatme

smiling.Whyisitsohardbeingangryathim?

Him:youcame?

Me:theladieswereboringme.Hestoodupand

cametohugme.

Him:happybirthdaybabe.Andwekissed.He

triedtotakeoffmyshirtbutistoppedhim.



Me:itwonthappenjuststop.

Him:marababe.Lookatme.

Me:Letlotloletstalkfirstplease.

Hesighedandwesatdown.

Him:so?

Me:wecangotogethertothecruise.Iloveyou

Letlotloandijustwanttobeaboveeverything

inyourprioritylistwelltillwehavekids.Iwant

youtomaketimeformeandtreatmelikeim

yourequal.Youarenotaloneinthismarriage.If

youcantrespectmelikeidoyouthenidont

seeapointofmebeinghere.Iwantyouto

understandim notwithyoubecauseofmaterial

thingsiwantyouthatsit.Pleasetalktoyour

familyandtellthem thingswillbedifferentfrom

nextyear.Forinstancethaboyourcousinheis

29Letlotlowith3kidsandhestilldoesntwork

andisexpectingyoutofeedhim?Thinkaboutit

babetheyaretakingadvantageofyour



goodness.

Him:babepleaseunderstanditsnotthateasy.

Ivebeenworkingthishardforalongtimeand

itsjusthardtoletgo.Im usedtoitbabe.

Me:finebutthenwheredoesthatputme?

Him:igetitbabebutpleasegivemetimeto

adjustabit.

Me:soyouaresayingishouldcontinuestaying

atyourbrothershousebecauseyouarenot

readytobeahusband?

Him:thatsnotwhatim saying.Babeasyoucan

seeiwascheckingoutc.v'sbecauseidecided

tohire2assistantsonefrom hereandanother

fortheestate's.Thatwayiwillhavelesswork.I

alsowantyoutooverlooktheresturant

becausehonestlyidontknowwhathappens

there.Aboutmyfamilyiwilltalktothem when

wecomeback.Ijusthuggedhim andheturned

itintoamakeoutsession.Ifelthishandgo



insidemyjeans.

Me:babe.

Him:mmh.

Me:wakeup.

Him:eishyoohbabeim tiredihaventbeen

sleepingwellsinceyouleft.

Me:comewithmetothespathen.Helaughed

standingupandworehiswrinkledshirt.

Him:idontwantotherwomentouchingmybody.

Me:therearamentooandthatswhatiwanted

toaskfortheirhandscandomiracles.

Him:nomanisgoingtotouchyou.

Me:howwouldyouknowhedid.

Him:iwillcallthem.

Me:im justkiddingbbeyourhandsonlytouch

me.



Him:iknowbabe.Hekissedmeandfixedmy

top.

Me:pleasegohomeandrestidontwanttogo

onadatewithazombie.

Helaughed.

Him:ohkletsgo.Hetiedmyshoesandwore

hisjacketandshoesthentookhislaptopbag

andwewalkedout.Wefirstlywenttowhat

lookeslikeacallcentreandhecalledsomegirl

andtoldhertocallthepeopleonthelisthesent

herforaninterviewlatertomorrow.

Idideverythingfrom meni-pedicure,makeup

andhair.Ialsogota20inchmalaysianhairit

wasbeautiful.Itwas16:33pm wheniwalked

outofthatspa.IdrovestraighttofetchPalesa

becauseshewasatthemall.Igotinand

boughtmyselfsomeswim suitsandclothesi

mightneedthere.Ialsoboughtavideocamera.



Im soexcitedicantevencontainit.Imeetup

Palesaoutsideassheisholdingboxesfrom

chesanyama.Iimmediatelystopmyselfwheni

realisedsheboughttoomuchpork.Maybei

shouldjustbuypillstoboostmyfertilityireally

missthosejuicyribsthatcrunchybaconooh

Godpleasesaveme.Eegettothecarandshe

sitsattheback.

Me:whatswrong?

Her:iwanttosleepabit.Pleasepassbyany

kfciwantsomezingerwings.Istartthecarand

drivethrukfc.Shebuysabout100ofwings.I

steal16ofthem andeatasshesleepsdamn

herpregnancyisjustcrazy.Myphoneringsasi

parkthecar.

Me:tlotlo..helaughsbeforeclickinghistongue.

Him:donteversaythatagain.

Me:itsyournamebabe.

Him:yesLetlotlo.Areyouhomeyetbecauseim



comingthereinanhour.

Me:yeahijustarrivedbabedontworry.

Him:greatgetreadythenmylove.Iloveyou..he

makeskissingsoundsbeforedroppingthecall.

Im donebathingandeverything.Ihadtotakea

showerbecauseihadmakeuponanditwas

waterproof.palesawasntevenhelpingmeshe

waseatingandtellingmewhattodoandnotto

do.

Her:yesjustlikethatcomehereletmefixthat

dress.Iwalkedtoherandshezippedthedress.

Thedresswasbeautiful.Ithadaslitonmyleft

sideexposingalittlebitofmyyellowthigh.The

dresswaslongandcomplementedtheshoes

perfectly.Sherantoherroom andcameback

withasmallredandblackbox.Shetookout

someexoticcoloungeandpuffedalittlebiton

me.



Her:youshouldbuysomeforyourselfyour

husbandisrich.Ilaughedshakingmyhead.

Wehearedthedoorbellandshewalkedout.

Iputonmyearringsandbracelet.Palesa

shoutedcallingtocomeout.Itookmypurse

andputinmyphoneandthingsimightneed

inside.Itookthenecklaceandwalkedoutafter

checkingmyself.Letlotlostoodupquicklywhen

hesawme.Hewasholdingasingledarkred

roseandasmallbox.Hewaswearingablack

fittedtuxedowithashirtmatchingmydress.He

smiledwalkingtowardsmelookingatme.

Him:youlookbeautifulbabe.Heheldmywaist

andbroughtmecloselytohim.

Him:yousmellamazing.

Iblushedsayingthankyouandhekissedme.

Thekisswasdifferentandididntwanttoletgo

butpalesacaughedcausingustolaugh.

Him:letmehelpyouwiththat.Hetookthe



necklaceandputitonthenkissedmyneck

whenhewasdone.Hesmiledandgavepalesa

thesmallboxandenvelopehewasholding.

Him:thatsathankyoufortakingcareofmy

beautifulwifeandchristmasgift.

Palesa:sheismybabysister.Andtheyboth

laughed.Wewalkedouthishandonmyass.

Therewasablackcaroutside.

Amangotoutandopenedthedoorformeand

Letlotlogotintheotherside.Pleasedontwake

meupifim dreaming.WedrovetoGemelliin

sandton.Itwasanitalianresturantheonce

promisedtobringmeto.Weweregivenatable

bythecornerandtheplacewasntreallyfull.

Theybroughtusabottleofredwineofcourse

oneLetlotloordered.Hewasjustlookingatme

smilingmakingmeshy.

Me:stoplookingatmelikethatbabeitscreepy.

Him:youarejustsobeautifulmyloveim so



lucky.

Me:itsallbecauseofyourlovebabe.Justlove

meandiwillalwayslookthisgood.

Hechuckled.

Him:iwillalwaysdobabe.Hekissedmyhand.

Me:youalsolookgoodbabe.Helaughedand

shookhishead.Theybroughtourfood.While

talkingaboutstupidthings.Healsotoldmeall

aboutthecruiseandthatheinitialyboughtit

afterhefoundoutiwaspregnantsowhenilost

thebabyhechangeditforanotheronefrom

durban.

Whatdoesonedoforamanwhodoessomuch

forthem.Ifeelliketheluckieswomenaround.

Bythetimewehaddessertmycheekswere

probablyredfrom allthecomplimentsiwas

gettingfrom him.



PalesaMotaung.

Thespadaywasjustawkwardandverylong.

Wellitdidrelaxmybodybecauseialwaysgot

tiredeasily.Theydidthosehotstoneandmud

whatwhatoftheirs.Theiroilssmelledheavenly

itellyou.Thapelowasbusygoingonandon

aboutthefriendswhointroducedhertothislife.

Whatidontunderstandisthatherhusbandis

downtoearthandheisreallyqueit.Howdoes

heevencopewithsomeonewhocantcloseher

mouth.Iwonderwhattheirrelationshipislike.

Butiveonceseenthem togetherandMohau

canputherinline.Itsreallytruethatopposites

attract.Afterthespawehadmanicureandpedi

theniwentwiththem sotheycoulddotheirhair.

Idecidedtolieandsaythechemicalsmellin

thesalonwasntgoodformesoileftandwent

tobutlehakwesfavouritechesanyamameat



andcalledRoritofetchmeifshewasdoneand

luckilyshealsoneededafewthingsforhertrip

thenweleftafterpassingbykfc.Whenigot

homeicookedpap,madegreeksaladand

somepotatosalad.IcalledLehakwebuthis

phonewentstraighttovoicemail.Iendedup

helpingRorigetreadyandsheleft.Letlotlohad

givenmeagift.Wheniopeneditmyjaws

dropped.ItwasteardropRosegoldearingswith

abitofdiamondstheenvelopehadavoucher

ofR10000voucherfrom BABY'sRUs.I

wantedtoscream whenisawitbutikeptcalm

andsatonthecouch.Lehakwewalkedinasi

wasstillholdingthethingsinmyhand.

Lehakwe:babydidyouhaveagoodday?Iwas

suddenlyirritatedbyhim ijuststoodupand

wenttodishupforus.Hefollowedmendheld

mywaist.

Him:youdontwantmeclosetoyou?Ishook



myheadbecauseiwassuddenlymoodyandi

didntknowwhatiwanted.

Me:youdidntcallmetoday.Isniffedandhe

kissedmyneck.

Him:lookbabe.Iturnedaroundandlookedat

him.Heshowedmehisphoneandthescreen

wascrakedandhadpaintalloverit.

Me:whathappened?

Him:iwashelpingaroundthenitfelloutofmy

pocket.Thebuildingisupandrunningbaby.

Lookwhatigotforus.Hetookoutasmall

bookletofbabyroomsdesign.

Me:whomakesthis?

Him:ifounditatworksoitookit.Whenwefind

outwhatwearehaving.Thegirlsroomsare

prettythanboys.

Ilaughedandhuggedhim.

Me:thankyou.Yourbrothergaveusachristmas



gift.

Him:uughhecalledandaskedwhatiwould

wantbutitoldhim nothing.Hehasalready

donealotforme.

Me:youarerightthatswhyweshouldgetthem

something.

Him:butwhat?Iknowwhattheybothneedthe

mostbuticanthelpatall.

Me:whatdotheyneed?

Him:ababy.

Me:mmhyeah.

Idishedupandweatewhilegossipingabout

people.Wecuddledonthecouchfinishingthe

wings.MyphonerangandLehakwetookit.He

lookedatthescreenandfrownedabit.

Him:hello...yeahhowcanihelpyou?Youcan

tellsheismywifeisntshe?Right...iwilllether



knowandshewillcallyou...yeahjustdontcall

mywifethistimeofthenight..xap.hethrewthe

phoneontheothercouchandclickedher

tongue.

Me:whatswrong?

Him:whyisLesedistillcallingyou?

Me:Lesedi?Didshesaywhatisitshewants?

Him:sheisaroundjoburgandwantedtomeet

fordrinks.Idontlikethatfriendofyoursyou

knowthatright?

Me:iknowbabe.

Him:justkeepherawayfrom Roriplease.Inod

myheadandputitonhischest.

ThefollowingdayihadsentLesedimyaddress

shewasvisitingheroldersisterinSoweto.I

madeherbreakfastbecauseshearrivedan

hourafterLetlotloleftforworkat7am imagine.



Whenwefinishedeatingshewashedthedishes.

Lesedi:didyouhearyoursisterinlawisthegirl

whoisdatingmoahludi?

Me:mysisterinlaw?

Her:Tebatsowena.

Me:wellim happyinmymarriagesoidontcare

aboutthosetwo.

Her:soyouloveLehakwe?

Me:ofcourseheismyhusband.

Sheclappedherhands.

Her:youhavechanged.Anywaywhereisthat

littlegirl?

Me:who?

Her:Letlotlo'swife?Aretheystilltogether?

Ilaughed.

Me:ofcoursewhatcouldseparatethem?The

doorbellrangandiopeneditwasThapeloand



Tebatso.

Weallsataroundtalkingandlaughingstrangley

itwasfun.ThapeloandLesedigotalongjust

fine.
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Thedinnerdatewasjustperfect.Myonlywish

isthathedoesntchangeatalliwantthis

happinesstobeeverlasting.Iknownothing

lastforeverbutijustaskforthis.Whenwe

finishedeatingourdessertwesatforawhile

thentookawalkoutsidetillwedecidedtodrive

backhome.Hejustcouldntkeephishandsoff

mesincewegotintothecar.Whenwearrived

homethedriverleftaftertheyhadafewwords

together.Iwaitedforhim tounlockthedoor

thenwewalkedin.Ididntevenhavethechance



tobreathehewasalreadykissingmyneck

takingoffmydress.Heremovedthenecklase

andbracelatethenthrewthem onthesmall

glasscoffeetable.Hepickedmeupandi

wrappedmylegsaroundhiswaist.Letlotlois

anaddictsowhenheloosesinterestinitiknow

somethingisup.Afterhetookoffmyclothes

hecarriedmetothekitchenandplacedmeon

thekitchenislandthenwenttothefridgewhile

takingoffhisclothes.Hetookoutatrayofice

andputthem inabowl.Heateonethenfilled

thetrayandputitbackinthefreezer.Ismiled

athim asheturnedaroundtolookatme.He

removedhisshirtandwasleftwithjustthe

trousers.Imoanedashiscoldhandsmade

contactwithmybreasttheyarebigbutfit

perfectlyinhishands.Hepinchedmynippled

beforetakingitinhismouthialmostscreamed

whenifelttheice.Hepulledmylegsapart

whilekissingmynipple.



Me:aaahhnnnooaahstooppobaaaabmaa

aaa....iscreamedasifelttheiceinmycookie.

Hemoveditupmystomachslowlyijust

couldntstopthetears.

From thekitchenhetookthebowloficeand

usertheguestbedroom andhecontinuedhis

usageoficethatprobablyleftmyeyesred

becauseoftears.Whenhewastakingoffhis

trousersitookanicetooandkneltinfrontof

him.Itookouttheiceandranitupanddown

hislengthmakinghim wet.Heturnedtobethe

ugliestmaniveeverseen.Wehadfucked

almostthewholenight.Ihatedbeingontop

whenhewaslyingflatlyonthebedbecausei

justcantdoitlikewhenheisonachairorsofa.

Butafterthecoconutmethodiwasbetter.

Iopenedmyeyesandrealisedwesleptonthe



floorontopofthewhiteduvethejustpulledoff

thebed.Icantseem tojustwakeuplateitslike

im insyncsincegrowingup.Thetimewasjust

afewminutesafter5am.Istoodupand

stumbledtothebathroom topee.Iwiped

myslefwithacoldwettowelbecauseitwashot

downthere.Iwenttothekitchenanddrank

somecoldwater.Iimmediatelyhadanidea

whenisawthebigslabsofchocolate.Itook

halfandputitinthemicrowaveforittomelt.I

pickedupourclotheswhilewaitingforthe

chocolatetocooldown.Ihangedtheclothes

becausetheyneededdrycleaning.Wheniwas

doneitookaspoonandthebowltothe

bedroom.Hewasstillasleepandsnoringtoo

mxm..

Iscoppedthemeltedchocolatedandpouredit

from hischestgoingdown.Hemovedalittle

whenitgottohisprivatepart.Heopenedone



eyeandsmiledatme.Ilickedtheheadfirst.

Isntitablessingtousladiesformentowake

upalreadyerect?Inthiscaseitwasforme.

IdidntfeellikedrivingtodaysoiaskedLetlotlo

todropmeoffatPalesa'splace.Igroaned

whenisawThapelo'scarparkedoutsideand

Letlotlolaughed.

Him:iwillseetodayokay?

Me:okaybbehaveaniceday.Ikissedhim.

Him:youtoobbe.Igroanedandgotoffthecar.I

waswearinganoffshoulderbluetopandblack

jeanswithblueblockheels.Iknockedandshe

openedthedoorsmiling.

Her:heyyoulookbeautifulandyouareglowing.

Ilaughedandhuggedher.

Me;ihadagreatnight.Wewalkedtothelounge

andigreetedeveryonebeforesittingdown.I



mentallyslappedmyselfwhenisawmy

husbandsexsmilingweirdlyatme.

Thapelo:soguysMohauandiarehavingaparty

inthe16thofdecembersoyouareallwelcome.

Palesa:andim hostingafamilychristmasparty

wearenotgoinghomedecember.

Thapelo:greatthenRoriyoucanhostthenew

year.

Me:Wehaveplans.

WellwedontbutiknowLetlotlowantedtoerect

atombstoneforhisbiologicalmother.

Thapelo:iwillaskMohautotalktoLetlotlothen.

Me:aboutwhat?

Tebatso:hostingtheparty.

Ichuckled.



Thapelo:issomethingfunnyhere?

Ilookedaroundandshookmyheadnothengot

busyonmyphone.Letlotlotextedme.

"Ivearrivedhowaretheladies?"

*Theywanttohostanewyearspartyatour

house.*

"Mmmh"

*what?*

"Itsyourchoicebbeidontmind."

*yousaidyouwantedtogohomeforyour

motherstombstone.*

"Itdoesntneedmetobethere."

*wellialreadysaidno.*hesentlaughing

emojies.

"Ohkbabeiloveyou."

*iloveyoutoo.Wontyouneedanythingforour

trip.Sendmealist.*



"Wewillgotogetherim notbusytodayjustthe

fewinterviews."

*seethen.*iputawaymyphone.

Palesa:wecanhavealltheoldpeopleandkids

stayatyourhousethen.

Thapelo:noicanaccomodatetheoldpeople

andRorishouldtakethekids.

Me:youshouldhavethekidsThapelo.Im sure

yourplaceiskidsfriendlybesideyouhavekids

yourself.

Palesa:welliwillhavetheoldpeoplethen.

Thapelo:fineiwilltakethekids.

Palesa:whenaregoingtobebackfrom your

trip?

Me:17or18im notsure.

Tebatso:soyouwontcometoThapelo'shouse?

Me:maybe.Ishrugged.



Thapelo:thatsnotonfam youshouldcome.

Me:youareonlytellingmeaboutthispartynow

andim sureitwasplannedalongtimeago?

Letlotloandihaveplans.

Lesedi:youarerude.HowisLetlotloanyway?

Me:whatisittoyou?

Thapelo:sheisjustaskingnje?Whathappened

betweenyoutwo?

Lesedi:wellyouknowhewasneveraroundsoi

cheated.

Palesa:withmybrother.

Thapelo:what?Woowithoughtyouwereinlove

withhim?

Lesedi:idolovehim ..

Tebatso:lovedthatswhatyoushouldsay.

Lesedi:yeahilovedhim buthelovedher.She

gavemeanevillook



Me:ididntevenknowhim then.

Thapelolaughed.

Thapelo:woowandialsohearedyourbrother

lovedhertoo.

Palesa:yeahwellhedidandim gladLetlotlogot

herfirst.

Me:yourbrotherwho?

Lesedi:myboyfriendwellex.

Ilookedatthisgirl.

Tebatso:woowsoalltheguysyoudatelove

Roriinstead?

Lesedi:iwishiknewwhy.

Thiswasnewstomehonestly.Inevereverpaid

attentiontoboysLetlotlowasmyfirst

everything.

Tebatso:andLetlotlonewhisbrotherlovedyou.

Thapelo:isthatwhyhemarriedher?because



Lesedicheatingwithhim?

Tebatso:wellnoLetlotlo'scrushtowardsRoriis

from whenhewasstillateenwellhetoldmehe

firstsawRoriinhighschoolshewasingrade8

andhehadcometheretopickmeup.

Thapelo:andhemarriedher.

Lesedi:wellyoumarriedyourcrushtoo.

Thapelolaughed.

Iwasntintotheconverstionanymore.Iwasjust

takenbackwithalltherevelation.Imagine

findingoutwhatijustfoundout.

DidLetlotlomarrymetospitelesediandhis

boyfriendorhelovedmefrom whenhefirst

sawme?Ididntknowwhattobelieve.

IstayedwiththeladiestillLetlotlocametopick

meup.HewassuprisedtofindLesedithere.

Him:palipleasegiveLehakwethis.Hesaid



handingherafileandenvelope.

Thapelo:aahabuticanitalktoyoufora

moment.

Letlotlo:surewhatsup?

Her:wellwearehavingafamilygatheringonthe

16thatmyhouseandchristmaspartyheresoi

waswonderingifon31wecoulddoitatyour

place?Helookedatmeshakinghisheadhe

lookedannoyed.

Him:youdiscussedthataswomenandmywife

washeresowhateveranswersheisgowithiti

dontknowyouareeveninvolvingme.babeiwill

beoutside.Inodmyheadandstoodupashe

walkedout.Iwantedtolaughbutiheldmyself.

Lesedi:woowhehasntchangedstillrudeand

sexy.

Igaveheranevillookandshelookedaway.

Me:letsrespecteachotherpleaseim notthat



naivelittlegirlanymorelesedi.

Shelaughedhardsheandthapelohighfive'd

laughing.

Lesedi:mxm youarestillstupidtothinkhe

lovesyouhewilluse...ididntletherfinishi

slappedherhard.Myhandinstantelyturned

red.Itwassilentinthehouse.

Me:im notyourfriendwenatalkshitaboutme

ormyhusbandyouwillregretitandyou..i

pointedatThapelo.IhuggedTebatsoand

Palesagoodbye.

PalesaMotaung.

ThemomentRoriwalkedoutistartedlaughing

hard.IcouldntbelievesheslappedLesedithe

bully.Sheactuallyslappedherhardthatshe

wasnowbleedingthruthenose.



Tebatso:whatjusthappened?

Me:icantbelieveittoo.

Tebatso:idontlikeyouLesediandafterhow

youtreatedRoriinthepastyoudeserveit.

Lesedi:whatdidieverdotoher?Shewasthe

onewhoalwaystookmyhappinessfrom me.

Me:haigetoveryourselfwenaLetlotloloved

Rorifirstandhetoldyouthatwhenyoustarted

sleepingwithhim.

Tebatso:sotheywerenotinarelationship?

Me:atfirstyesbutLetlotlothentoldherheliked

heandhewouldliketotrybutbecauseshe

couldntcloseherlegsshecheated.

Lesedi:youarenotbetteryourselfwenaPalesai

haveyourfilessoshutthehellup.

Me:youhavenothingmyhusbanddoesntknow.

Lesedi:oohreally?Maybeishouldgivehim a

call.Shetookherhandbagandleft.



Tebatso:whatwasthatallabout?

Me:nothing.Im hungrydoyouwantsomefood?

Thapelo:noweareleavingtooletsgobatso..

shetookherbackandleft.Shehasbeenqueit

afterthatslap.Iwasnowstartingtoworry

aboutLesediiknewshewasntbluffing.I

neededtogettoLehakwebeforeshedid.Iwas

soscaredthatievenstartedshaking.Iwentto

thebedroom andlaidonthebed.Iwantedto

callRoributicouldnttellherthis.Myphone

beepedandicheckedit.Itwasawhatsapo

massagefrom Lesedi.Shetookapictureofthe

hospitalLehakweworkedatandamassage

saying"startpackingim meetinghubbynow."

Thephonefellfrom myhandsandistarted

crying.Islowlywalkedtothebathroom andgot

intotheshoweriopenedthewaterandsat

down.Itsonlywhenistartedshiveringwheni

realisediwasincoldwater.Iquicklygotout



andwipedmyself.Iworetracksuitandagown

ontop.Itwasdarkoutsidehowlongwasiin

there?Iwalkedtothekitchenwhilesneezing.I

decidedtomakemacaroniandmincesinceit

wasthatlate.Imadesomelemonandhoney

teaanddrankitbutiwasshiveringand

sneezingnonstop.Lehakwewalkedinandhe

lookedlikeamess.Iimmediatelyknewiwas

busted.Iwasshockedwhenhegreetedmeand

kissedmyforeheadthenleft.Wheniwasdonei

mixedthemacaroniwithsomecheeseand

mushroom saucethenwenttothebedroom.

Lehakwewaslayingonthebedfacingtheroof.

Isatbesidehim andputmyhandonhisthigh

andhelookedatme.Hiseyeswerered.Washe

angry?iwasconfusedandscared.

Me:babe.

Him:mmmh.



Me:whatswrong?Isneezed.

Him:ilostapatienttoday.Hesighedand

lookeddownsoshedidnttellhim.

Me:im sorry.Hesighedandlookedatme.

Him:whatswrong?Tebatsocalledmesaying

youhadafightwithLesedi.Iimmediately

tensedandhesawit.

Him:whatswrongbabybecauseshecameat

workandmadescenebecauseididntwantto

talktoher.Whatdidshesay?

Me:uhm pleasedontbemadjustlistentomy

reasons.Helookedconfusedbutnodhishead.

Him:ohkwhatisit?

Me:uhm wheniwaspregnantthefirsttimethe

babywasntyours.Ilookedaway.

Him:iknow.Iquicklyturnedandlookedathim.

Me:youdid?



Him:im adoctorbbe.Iknewwhenyouandi

startedsleepingtogethersoicalculated

everything.Iwasactuallydissappointedyou

chosetoabortthebabyandnottalktome.

Heknewabouttheabortion?

Me:whydidntyousayanything?

Him:isawhowthiswholethingdidtoyou

Palesawhatmorecouldihavedone?youwere

alreadyinpainididntwanttoaddtoit.

Me:wouldyouhaveacceptedthebaby?He

lookedatme.

Him:iloveyouPalesa.Iknowyoudidntloveme

thenbecauseyouwerestillinlovewiththatboy.

Thatswhyyoudidnttrustme.Butiliketo

believeyouloveandtrustmenow.

Me:idoiloveyoualotandim sorry.Ihugged

him.

Him:itsohkbabyjuststayawayfrom your



friendohk?

Ismiledandnodmyhead.

Him:whyareyousneezing?Youareeven

shiveringbbewhatswrong?

Me:im justfeelingcoldnothingiswrong.

Him:getintobediwillbringthefoodhere.He

wentoutandiimmidiatelysighedwhilefixing

thebed.IgotinandtextedRoritocomevisit

tomorrow.
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Ismiledtomyselfaftericlosedthedoor.My

handhadastingingpainanditwassored.

Havingsofthandsdoesnthelptoo.



IgotintothecarandLetlotlodroppedhiscall

afterclickinghistongue.

Me:whowasthat?

Him:Mohautoldhistotalktohiswife.Whatsup

withyourhand?Iquicklyhidit.

Me:nothingwhy?Helookedatmesmiling.

Him:whatdidyoudo?

Me:nothingbbehau..ilaughednervously.

Him:Rorisangletmeseeyourhands.Ishook

myheadno.

Me:nothinghappenedohk.

Him:fineiwillaskPalesashewontlietome.

Me:fineiuhm islappedLesedi.Heseemed

shockedatfirstbutthenhelaughed.

Him:im proudofyoubabe.Whatevershedidim

sureshedeservedit.Ijustlaughedandshook

myhead.Wewenttothemall.Firstlywehad



lunchatoceanbasket.

Him:iwantedustotalkbeforeweleftforour

trip.

Me:okay.Thewaiterbroughtourdrinksfirst.

Him:uhm aboutourplansnextyear.

Me:yeahim notsureifollowbutyoucango

ahead.

Him:aregoingtocontinuetryingforababyor

justletthingshappenlikethelasttime?

Me:honestlyiwantittobequickernowbuti

wantustowaittillPalesahasherbaby.

Him:yeahyouareright.Sotheresturantwill

needafewstaffbecauseiwantyoutofully

concetrateonyourclasses.

Me:thatsnotaproblem.Im sureyoufoundyour

assistantsnowsowewonthavethesame

problem nextyear.

Henodhishead.



Me:what?

Him:ijustdontknowwhattheywillbedoingim

usedtodoingthingsonmyown.

Me:givethem theleastimportanttaskandim

hereforpersonalone.Iwinkedathim andhe

laughed.

Him:soiwontbehavingmuchofficesexnext

year?

Me:sincetomorrowisyourlastdayicancome

giveittoyou.

Him:suprisemethenbbebutafter10am

becauseiwillbeshowingtheassistant's

around.

Weateourfoodthenwentshopping.Hebought

shortsandvest.Casualandformalclothes.He

boughtdifferentportablechargers,shoesand

suitcases.Wehadtomakethreetripstothecar

justtoleaveeverything.Wehadtobuydinner

becauseiwasexhoustedfrom walkingallday



withtheseshoes.

☆☆☆☆☆

BythetimeiwokeupLetlotlowaslonggone.I

quicklycleanedthehouseandpackedourbags.

IhadtextedPalesatocomesoicouldntgoto

her.Shelookedtiredwhenshearrivedluckilyi

knewsomeofhercravingsoihadordered

somehotwingsfrom kfcandchickenlicken.

Wereallyneedtothanksomeoneforubereats

really.Itjustmakesthingseasier.

Me:whatswrong?Iaskedafterigaveherthe

foodbutshewasnteveninterested.

Her:ihadanabortion.

Myjawsdroppedandremainedqueitshocked.

Istoodupandwenttodrinkcoldwater.Iwent

backandlookedatherbutshewasstill

pregnant.



Me:when?

Her:myfirstpregnancy.

Me:whywouldyoudothat?

Shesighedandwipedhertears.

Her:Thebabywasnthis.WhenLehakweasked

metomarryhim iwasinarelationshipwithmy

longtimeboyfriend.Ilovedhim somuchbuti

knewlovewouldntprovidemewithanything.

Hedidnthustlelikemostguysdid.Heevenhad

aqualificationinengineeringbuthedidntwant

toworkbecauseeverythingheneededwas

providedforhim.Heisntaveryresponsible

person.Sowebrokeupacoupleoftimes.So

thelasttimewegottogetherhehadgottena

jobinmidrandandhestoppedcallingme.He

hadpromisedtoleaveonjanuaryafterhe

marriedmebutheleftbeforethatwithout

sayingawordtomeandiguessiwasalready

pregnantbythen.



Me:ifyoulovedhim likeyousaywhydidntyou

wait?

Her:Lehakweiseverythingieverwantedina

man.Hewasalreadyinlovewithme.

Me:butkillinganinnocentbaby?

Her:dontjudgemeplease.

Me:im notitsjust...keptqueitandsighed.

Her:itoldLehakweyesterdaybuthealready

knew.Hewaitedformetotellhim.

Me:hedoesnthaveaproblem withwhatyoudid?

Her:idontreallyknowhonestly.Im happyi

finallytoldhim butim scaredGodwillpunish

meandtakemybabyonceigivebirth.She

startedcryingandijusthuggedhertillshe

calmeddown.Honestlyiknewiwasntokay

withallofthese.

Isatonthebedwrappedinatowel.Ihadjust



finishedtakingashowerandiwasjustover

thinkingthings.Ihadevenforgottoputona

showercapwhileshowering.Myeyeswerered

from allthecryingidid.Allthishadjust

awokenedemotionsithoughtwerentthere.I

knowim youngforbeinginahurrytoeven

worryabouthavingababy.Ijustsometimes

haveafeelingthatifLetlotloandidonthavea

babysoonerhisfamilymightthinkof

somethingcrazy.Thesangomasaidhedidnt

haveaproblem .Iwipedmytearsandputthe

sonagram picihadfrom myfirstscanwheni

waspregnant.Itookthehairdryerandwentto

thebathroom.Itookthehotironandmade

curlsatthebottom andtieditup.

"Babe,Roribabe."

Me:im inhere.Ihearedhim whistlingandhe

stoppedforawhilebeforehewalkedinholding

thescan.

Him:babewhatisthis.Iturnedandlookedat



him .Hewassmilingbutfrownedwhenhesaw

mysadface.

Me:itsnothing.Itookitfrom him.

Hefollowedmetothebedroom andwatchedas

iputitaway.

Him:whathappened?

Me:nothingjusttakeashowerwehaveaflight

tocatchremember?

Hestoodbehindmeandhuggedmethen

kissedmyneck.

Him:pleasetalktomebabe.

Me:notnowplease.

Hekissedmyneckagainandsaidokthenwent

tothebathroom.

Wearrivedattheairportandwaitedforour

flight.Iwassohappyicouldntevencontainit.



Wesatbysomecafeandhadcoffeewellhe

hadcoffeebutihadsomeorangejuiceand

chickennuggetwithfrenchchips.Anhourlater

weboardedaplane.Wewereinthebusiness

classanditwascomfortablethaneconomy.I

feltsomeoneshakemeanditwasLetlotlo

holdingmyhandbag.Itwas10pm atnight

whenwelanded.Wecaughtataxifrom durban

airpottoahotelnearthebeach.Iwasbusy

lookingaroundlikeachildseeingaplacefor

thefirsttime.LetlotloCalledsomeoneandthey

spokeforawhilethenhecalledanotherperson.

Him:babeletsgoandfindsomethingtoeat.

Wewalkedtosomesmallplacenearthebeach

andwalkedin.Letlotlolookedaroundtillhe

foundthatpersonhewaslookingfor.Iheareda

screamedandrealiseditwaszaneleandzinhle.

Weallhuggedandapparentlywewereallgoing

onthecruiseship.Wesatdownandthe



waitressbroughtourfoodwellitwasabigplate

fullofdifferenttypeofmeat.Therewasalso

chipsandrollforusladies.Weallsharedthe

foodlaughingandchatting.Lateroni

complainedaboutbeingtiredsoweleft.

Letlotlo:babeifoundthekindofstoneilikefor

mymotherbutim conflictedonhowthey

shouldmakeit.

Me:mmmh.

Him:sothisonecomesintwocoloursblackand

maroon.

Me:mmmh.

Him:areyouevenlisteningtome?

Me:yeahohk.

Him;soiwantasecondwifewillyoubeokay

withit?

Me:yes.



Heshookme.

Him:whatwrongbabetalktomepleasebabe.

Isighed.

Me:nothingiswrong.

Him:obviouslysomethingisbotheringbecause

youarenotevenlisteningtome.

Me:ihearedwhatyousaid.

Him:really?

Me:youareconflictedbetweentwocoloursof

thestoneyouloveforyourmotherand...i

thoughtforawhilewhenirealisedijiayagreed

toasecondwife.

Him:whatswrong?

Me:itsjustsomethingPalesatoldmeyesterday

itjustupsetmealittleiwillbefine.

Him:whatdidshesayRorisang?Idontwantyou

allgrumpyandsadthewholetrip.Iwantyouto



behappyallthetime.

Me:shesaidshehadanabortion.

Him:mmhso?

Me:youknew?

Him:wellLehakwetoldme.

Me:whydidntyoutellme?

Him:itwasntmyplace.Butbabeidont

understandwhyyouareupsetbythis.

Ilaughedsarcastically.

Me:thenleavemealone.Istoodupandtookoff

myclothesthenslept.Hedoesntunderstand

myfootnxa.Shewasgivingmefakesympathy.

Lyingthatsheunderstandmypainwhenshe

didntknowwhatiwasgoingthru?Shekilledher

babybecauseshedidntwantit.

IwokeupbeforeLetlotloandtookashower.I



woremybluebikiniajeanshortandhisshirt

andflopsthenleft.Ifirsthadbreakfast

downstairsthenwentforawalkoutsidethe

poolarea.Isatbygrassandplayedagameon

myphone.

Whenmyphonerangistoodupthenwentback

toourroom.

Me:whatswrong?

Hewaspacingupamddowndailingonhis

phone.

Him:ivebeencallingyouwheredidyougo?

Me:iwasoutside.

Him:dressedlikethat?

Me:whatiswrongwiththewayim dressed?

Heshookhisheadandwenttothebathroom.

Ichangedthejeanandshirtthenworea



summerdress.Hewalkedoutlookedatmeand

worehisclothes.

Him:whatdowanttoeat?

Me:ivealreadyeaten.

Him:andyoudidnttellme?

Me:youweresleepingandiwashungry.

Him:babeim sorryifisaidsomethingwrong

yesterdayididntmeanit.Itsjustthatireally

dontunderstandpleasemakemeunderstand.

Me:im overitsoitdoesntmatter.

Hesighedandsatnexttome.

PalesaMotaung.

Isighedandcontinuedwashingthedishes

whileLetlotlowaslookingatme.

Me:juststoplookingatmelikethat.



Him:tellmewhathappened.

Me:nothingreallyiexpectedhertojudgeme

andstaffbutsheseemedhurtidontknowwhy.

Him:actuallyiseewhysheishurt.

Istoppedandlookedathim totellmewhybut

heopenedthefridgeandtookoutbeer.

Me:babetellme.

Him:youshouldnthavetoldher.Shelosther

babyandyouweretherrtellingheryou

understandherpain.Ofcoursesheunderstood

butnowsheknowsyouwerelyingmaybeshe

thinksyouwerelaughingatherpaintoowhich

isntright?

Me:Maybeishouldtalktoheragainandmake

herunderstand.

Him:waittillshecomesbackandexplainthen.

Nowjustletherbeandenjoyherholidays.I



sighedandgavehim theswabtowipethe

dishes.
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RorisangMotaung

Weboardedtheshiparoundnood.Wewere

firstlyshowedaroundandgivenmaps.The

ladiesandiwereveryexcitedmyearliermoods

alreadyforgettenwelliforgotallaboutthat

whenLetlotlosaidhewouldfuckmebackto

mysensesbecauseiwasunresonableandi

lovedthepunishment.Bayandahadsentme

picturesofhim incapetownandwhenisent

him oneofmeinsidetheshiphewentcrazy.He

washappymyrelationshipwithLetlotlowas

ohknowandhepromisedgobringmeagiftfor

mybirthdayfrom capetown.Beinginacruise

shipislikebeinginamovingworld.Thereare

shops,resturants,galleries,arcades,cinema



andotherthings.Wewenttoourroom andoir

bagswerealreadythere.Istartedunpacking

ourclothesasLetlotlotookouthisthings.Iwas

confusedtoseehim takeouthislaptop.Ididnt

evenknowhebroughtthatwith.

Me:youareworking?

Him:notreallyim checkingoutsomethingi

wontworkrelax.

Iturnedawayandwenttopackourcosmetics

inthebathroom.Thislookedlikea5starhotel

suite.Therewasaloungesmallprivatekitchen

andabarfullystockedofalcohol.Thekitchen

wasalsostockedwithafewessentailthings

mainlyforbreakfastandsnacks.Itwasthen

announcedthattheshipwasleaving.Letlotlo

tookmyhandandledmeoutsideinthebalcony.

Wewatchedasitslowlymoveddeepintothe

ocean.

Me:thisisbeautiful.



Him:iknowbabeitspeacefultoo.

Hekissedmyneckandwrappedhishands

firmlyaroundme.Itbroughtatinglysensation

inmystomach.Iturnedaroundandstoodon

mytoeswrappingmyhandsonhisneck.I

kissedhim hungrily.

Him:jump.Ididwrappingmylegsaroundhis

waist.Hewalkedbackintothebedroom and

placedmeonthebed.Thekisswasroughand

rushed.Hedidntwastetimehejustpulledmy

dressupandipulledoffhisshirtandshorts.I

wasntwearinganypantybecauseweleftthe

hotelinarush.Igaspedasifelthim roughly

enterme.

Me:aaahbbe..hebitmyearlobebeforekissing

myneck.Histhrustwereslowyetdeep.

Hetookthepillowandputitunderme

balancingmyback.Iwrappedmylegsonhis



waist.Hekissedmystomachandmovedfaster

anddeeper.Hisotherhandwasfuriously

rubbinvmyclit.Itdidtakelongformetocome

andheletmeridemyhigh.Hegroanedashe

cametooandpressedhisbodyagainstmine.

Hemovedawayfrom metoturnonthe

airconditionthencamenackandsleptnextto

me.

Him:doyouwantfood?

Me:maybelater.Imovedandputmyheadon

hischestandmylegbetweenhis.

Him:im tiredbabycomeon.

Me:whatdidisay?Iaskedwhilelaughing.

Him:thenstoptouchingme.

Me:im touchingwhatismine.Youdidnthear

mestopyoufrom takingwhatisyours.He

groanedasimovedmyhandfasteronhisd*ck.

Ipumpedhim fasterwhileplayingwithhisballs.



Him:babeaarggg..andhecame.

Iwokeupwhenmystomachstartedrumbling.I

groanedandremovedmyselffrom Letlotlo's

hold.Iwenttothebathroom topeethenaquick

showermybodywasverysticky.Thelasttimei

bathedwasatthehotelandwehadsexthe

wholedayalmostmissingthecruise.Ifitwasnt

becauseofzinhlewewouldbemoppingaround

indurban.Aftermyshoweriwenttothekitchen

tolookforsomethingtoeat.Ifoundbuscuits

andmilksoihadthatbeforegoingbackto

sleep

Ifelthandsgrippingmythighstightlythen

somethingwetonmyinnerthigh.Islowly

openedmyeyesandsawLetlotlosmilingatme.

Heremovedmythongslowlyandthrewitaway.

Hisfingerrubbedmyclitbeforehefingeredme.



Him:youshoweredgood.Hemovedhishead

betweenmythighsandblewair.

Me:mmmmhh

Hesuckedmyclitsogoodialreadywantedto

come.

Me:pleaseee.Hechuckled

Him:pleasewhatdearwife.

Me:iwanttocomepleaseineedtoaaahi

explodedinhisfaceandhesmiledbefore

movinguptokissme.

Him:iloveyoubabe.

Me:iloveyoutoo.

Him:comeifilledthebathtubforusthenwe

willgooutandhavebreakfast.

Hepickedmeupandwenttothebathroom.

Me:isthereanythingspecificyouplannedforus?



Him:yesimadedinnerreservationsforus

tonight.Thenwehaveamovieafterlunchbut

nowwecangoforbreakfastthenwewilldo

anythingyouwant.

Me:whenwillwearriveattheisland?

Him:probablylatertonightorearlymorning.

Me:ijustcantwait.Babethankyouforthisits

amazing.

Him:wellim thebesthusbandiknowsothe

pleasureisallminebbe.Ilaughed.

Me:whatever.

Him:iwantedustotakeaflightbackfrom

seychelles.

Me:why?

Him:forouroneyearanniversarybabe.

Me:youarespoilingmeMrMotaung.

Him:whoshouldispoilifnotyouMrsMotaung?



Me:wellletsfinishiwantyoutotakemeona

touraroundhere.

Hechuckled.

Him:babethisismyfirsttimeonacruisetoo.

Me:seriously?

Him:seriousbabeineverhadanyonetotakeon

thiskindoftripswith.Wheniwasincollegemy

friendsandiwouldgohikingandcampingfora

weekatleastitwasfun.

Me:justyouandtheguys?

Helaughedandshookhishead.

Him:itdoesntmatter.

Me:notellmeiwontgetmadbesideitsyour

pastandiwanttoknow.

Him:wellzinhlewasthereandmyg.fatthat

timelexishewascolouredinfactsheisthe

reasonwhyihadtocheckupmyfertility.



Me:meaning?

Him:wellwhenitookthedecisionofmarrying

youiwantedtoknowificouldhavekidsornot

soitookthetest.

Me:whatdidshedotoyou?Hebitterlyatthe

memory.

Him:shefoundoutaboutLesediwelliwaswith

Lesedibeforehersowhenshefoundoutiwas

atthegym shecameupasiwasdoingweights

andshethrewadumbellonmydick..ihadto

behospitalisedforaweek.

Me:isshestillalive?

Him:ithinksowhy?

Me:babedonttellmeyouarenotmadather?

Him:iwasbutiunderstoodherreasonssoi

forgaveher.

Me:mmmh



Iwaswearingablackswimmingsuiteand

lookingatthereactionofLetlotlothruthe

mirroriknewhewouldntallowmewearit.

Letlotlo;babe.

Me:mmh.

Letlotlo:youdorememberyouaremarried

womenright?

Me:ofcoursemylove.Im goingtowearadress

ontop.

Letlotlo:youwillstilltakeitoffakere?

Isighed.

Me:whatshouliwear?

Him:itsnotlikeyouevenwanttoswim bbe.

Justwearthoseblueshorts.

Me:babetheywillonlylookbutnottouchbeside

youwillalwaysberightbymysidetheywont

dare.



Hesighedandnodhishead.Heworeashorts

andasummervestacapandshades.Ialso

tookmysummerhatandshadethenpacked

thesmallbag.Hegavemehisphoneandour

room keysandwalletthenweleft.Wetookthe

lifttothepoolsideandthisshipwasamazing.

Therepoolsidealsohadabar.Hegotaplace

forustositandwedid.Hetookoffhisshirt

appliedsunscreensatrelaxedonthechair.

Me:uhm babewhyareyoutakingoffyourshirt?

Him:hauwerentyougoingtotakeoffyour

dress?

Me:mmhohk.Itookoffthedressandgavehim

thesunscreentoapplyonmyskinandhedid.

Peopleweremindingtheirownbusinesssoi

feltcomfortable.Ilaidontopofhim andhe

shiftedsowelaidtogether.

Him:butbabeyoucouldhavelaidontheother

bed.



Me:iwantedtobeclosetoyou?

Heopenedhiseyeslookedatmeandchuckled.

Him:ohkbabe.

PalesaMotaung.

Mybabykickedforthefirsttimelastnight.

UnfortunatelyLehakweisworkingnightshiftso

hedidntfeelit.Rightnowheissleepingwe

haveanappointmentlatertoday.Aftercleaning

thehouseimadelunchforthetwoofus.Iheld

ontothekitchencounterasmybabykickedbut

whatconfusedmewasthatthekickwas

comingfrom bothsideshowisthateven

possible?

Lehakwewalkedin.

Him:Paliwhatswrong?Hepanicked.

ismiledshakingmyhead.



Me:thebabyjustkicked.Itwasabitpainfulat

firstbutnowitswonderfulitssoamazingbbe.

Him:reallywhendidtheystart?

They?Inotedthat.

Me:lastnighticouldntevensleepshewasjust

toohappy.

Him:itsahim baby.Nowwhattimearewe

leaving?

Me:inanhourmylovenowhereeatiwillfixa

bathforusthenwewillleave.Im soexcitedi

cantwaittoseeourbabyandfindoutthe

gender.

Him:whydontweletitbeasuprise?Sowe

shouldaskthedoctornottoshowusthesona.

Me:nowaybbe.

Him:marabbepleasehle.

Me:aaghfinefinisheating.Ipitmyplateinthe

sinkandwenttogetreadyintebedroom.Once



iwasdonedressingupLehakwewasalsodone

bathing.Iwentoutandsatinthecaroutside.

Whenhewalkedouthewaslaughing.

Me:whatisit?

Him:youjustcouldntwait.Iwantedaquickie

andyoujustleftme.

Ilaughedtoo.

Me:im justhappy.

Wedrovetothedoctorandthewholedrivefelt

veryslow.Luckilywewerethelastonesthe

doctorwasseeingfortheday.Sheand

Lehakwediscussedsomethingthe.Iwastold

togetready.Whenthehmovedthescaniswear

ididnthearjustoneheartbeat.Iwasreally

havingtwins.Nowmyquestionwaswhyare

theyhidingthisfrom me?Whatdotheywantto

dowithmybaby?



Itooknotetogoseeanotherdoctorbutiwill

waitforRoritocomebackformoralsupport.I

wontletthem playmsnever.
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RorisangMotaung.

Weweresittingonthebenchattheairport

waitingforourflightbackhome.Iwassulking

becauseididntwanttogo.Iwasenjoyinvthe

tripforgettingLetlotlosaidwewontbe

returninghomewiththem .Imanagedto

persuadehim thatwestayforafewdayandwe

didbutnowwehadtoleaveandgoattendthat

stupidparty.Wewerenotplanningonattending

butwhenihadtalkedtoPalesausingournew

numbershegavethenumbertoherhusband

whogaveittoMohauthenhismotherwho

called.Theyscoldedusandnowhereweare



summonedtocomebackhome.Ourflightwas

calledandLetlotlopushedouttrolleyandwe

wenttoboardourflighttomaputothenjoburg.

Itwastheonlyoneavailable.5hourslaterwe

wereinjoburgwaitingforLehakwetofetchus.

Me:wecalledhavecalledforanuberyouknow.

Him:youhavebeencomplainingthewholeday

dontyougettired?

Itstrueidontevenknowwhy.

Me:iwasenjoyingouralonetimeyouknow

onceweareherewedonthaveenough.

Him:iknowmylove.Hesidehuggedmethen

kissedmyforehead.

Me:im sohappyidontwantanyonetobringmy

mooddowntodayorthewholedecember.

Him:icantellbythewayyouareglowing.I

blushed.

Me:itsallbecauseofthelovemyhusbandgives



tome.

HelaughedandwavedhishandstoLehakwe

andMohau.TheycametousandLetlotloletgo

ofmeandhuggedhisbrothers.Theyalsogave

mesidehugsmuchtoLetlotlo"sdisapproval..

Theyhelpeduscarrythemanybagsintothe

doublecabbakkietheycamewith.

Wearrivedbyourhouseandwalkedin.I

openedthewindowsandthedoortothepool.

Mohauwalkedincarryingabigcontainerfullof

meat.

Letlotlo:whoboughtthat?

Him:Lehakweandiboughtacowandsheep

thisisyourshare.

Letlotlo:mysharewhy?

Lehakwe:itsthemeatforthe31stand01when

wewillbehere.Yougetmorebecausewewill



beherefortwodays.

Letlotlo:okay.Theywentoutandcameback

withmoremeatwhichtheyfirstlycleaned

becauseihatedthesmellofbloodandiwasnt

gonnahavethatinmycar.

Ineededacoldshowerjoburgisveryhotin

december.Aftermyshoweriwalkedoutand

foundLetlotlotakingoffhisdirtyclothes.My

phonerangandhethrewittometoanswer.

Me:ma

Mom:babyivebeencallingwhathappenedto

yourphone?

Me:wecamebackearlymama.

Mom:ohknanaijustspoketoyouruncleand

aunttheywontbespendingchristmaswithus

soitwillonlybeyouandi.

Me:eehMa



Mom:whatswrong?donttellmeyoucantcome

too?

Me:im sorrymabutthereisachristmasget

togetherthisside.

Mom:itsohktheniwillseeyouthefollowing

yearthen.

Me:aowamamayoucantspendchristmas

alone.Letlotlotookthephonefrom meand

wenttothebathroom thenlockedthedoor.

Ireallywantedthischristmaswithher.Ourfirst

everchristmasasmotheranddaughter.Wheni

finishedwearingmydressLetlotlowalkedback

indrippingwetwithmyphoneinhand.

Me:whatdidyousaytoher?

Hethrewhimselfonthebednexttome.

Him:iaskedhertocomethisside.

Me:didsheagree?



Him:yourmotherisstubbornbabeyoohbut

sheagreed.Doweevenhavefoodhereim

hungry?

Me:ithoughtyouweregoingtosoweto?

Him:thenwewillgotogetherim motgonna

leaveyouhere.

Me:butim tiredbbe.

Him:metoothenwewillsleepandgolaterbut

youaredrivingiwilldrivewhenwecomeback.

Itookoffmydressandlayednexttohim onthe

bedthenwefellintosleep.

Weweresomewherearoundsowetowaitingfor

Mohautofetchusbecausewewerelost.

Him:ifyoulistenedtomewewouldntbehere.

Me:theGpsisneverwrongMotaung.

Him:whateverbabe.



Hetookthecaphewaswearingandcovered

hisfacethenpushedtheseatback.Mohau

parkedhiscarinfrontofoursthenhootedthati

shouldfollowhim.Wedroveforonly3minthen

parkedinfrontofadoublestoryhouse.There

wereabout5carsoutsideand2insidetheyard.

Igotoutofthecar.

Mohau:youseeyouwerenotreallylost.

Me:yourbrotherisjusthotheaded.

Iopenedthedoorandshookhim awoke.

Him:wearrived?

Me:seemsso.

ThapeloMotaung.

Glamourglamourthatsallme.Ifixedmyself

andwalkedtothekitchenwhereallmyfriends

weredrinkingsomewine.TherewasAmanda,



TshepisomybestiesthenTebalelo,Lesediand

Puleng.Palesawasintheloungesittingwith

theaunties.Thebigstomachreallysuitsher.

TheonlypersonwhoisnthereisRorisang.I

overhearedLehakwetalkingwithMohauthat

sheandherhusbandwentonacruisetrip.

Mostpeoplehaveprobablyrealisediwanther

life.IdontgetwhatisitthatLetlotloseesinher.

Sheisjustayoungnaivelittlegirl.Wellsheis

beautifulandhotbutcomeonim allthattoo.I

rememberwhenifirstmetMohauhewas

againstourrelationship.Igottheideathathe

likedmebutboywasiwrong.Itriedalotof

timestothrowmyselftohim butwasntabit

interested.Iseducedhim andlaterblackmailed

him butthemanwasntevenfazed.Yeahidid

loveMohauandistilldobutgirlLetlotloisevery

girlsdream.Hehasthemoneyandalittlebitof

thelooksbuticareabouthispocketsmore.



Soonedayidruggedhim whenMohauandi

hadvisitedhim hereonjoburgathisflat.

Mohauhadwentoutforthewholedaytowrite

hislastexam soidruggedhim andsleptwith

him buthedidntevencome.Lehakwewasthe

onewhocaughtmesothatshowourmarriage

endedbutMohauwasnttoldionlysaidiwas

leavinghim becausehedidntstandupforme

tohisfamily.Nowim backwithmyhusband

andwehavefixedthings.Weneverreally

divorcedandhavingthekidsreallyhelpedour

situation.Plusineverevenmovedonandhe

didnttoo.

OnethingihateaboutMohauisthatheisntlike

hisbrothers.Heistooweakformyliking.

Isatonthechairinthekitchenwiththeladies.I

pouredmyselfsomewineinthemugand

starteddrinking.



"Dumelang"iturnedaroundandsawRorisang.

Shelookedbeautifulandshewasglowingtoo.

Pulengstooduptohugher.

Puleng:wowmosadiomotlejwanghle(girlyou

lookbeautiful).

Rori:wellthankyou.

Tebatso:isLetlotloheretoo?

Rorilookedatheramdjustnodherhead.

MohauandLetlotlowalkedinlaughing.Mohau

kissedmyneckandtookasipfrom mycupand

frowned.

Mohau:whyareyoudrinkingfrom amug?

Me:yourauntsarehererato.

Helaughedandshookhishead.

Mohau:itsohkyoucandrinkbabeandchange

thatdresstooyoulookold.Isighedandkissed

him thenwenttochange.Whenicamebacki

realisedRoriwaswearingjeansandnow



everyonewasdrinkingopenly.

Isatonmychairandfinishedmydrink.Itwas

gettinglatenowsowestooduptodishupfor

everyone.Weservedtheauntsinsidethehouse

thenwedisheduppapandsaladsonabigdish

forthemenoutside.

Everythingwentonperfectly.

Afewofourneighbourshadalsojoinedusand

itwasfun.LehakweandLetlotlohadtodrive

someoftheoldpeopleandkidstotheirhouse's.

Tshepiso:youknowsheisbeautifulandkindi

dontreallyknowwhyyoutoohateher.

Lesedi:idonthatehershetookmymenaway

from me.

Amanda:yourman?Ithoughtyouaretheone

whocheated.

Lesedi:yesididbuthewasalreadyinlovewith



herevenwhenwewerestilltogether.

RoriandPulengcameandjoinedusmakingus

changeourtopic.

Puleng:sotshepiwheredidyousayyouare

from?

Tshepi:from daveytonetwatwa

Amanda:weshouldgothereonnewyearto

celebrateiysalwaysfun.

Me:yeahirememberhowitwaslikewhenwe

werethereonthe16thlastyear.

Puleng:ivehearedaboutthatplaceweshould

reallygo.

Rori:when?

Weallturnedandlookedatherthenlaughed.

Puleng:idoubtmyabutiwillletyougo.

Rori:whowilltellhim?

"Tellmewhat?"



Letlotlosaidstandingbehindher.

Puleng:weareplanningasuprisebabyshower

forPalesa.

Rorilaughed.

Rori:theyarelyingbabewewerethinkingof

drivingtowhatsthatplace?

Sheaskedno-oneinparticular.

Amanda:Daveyton.

Letlotlolaughedandsaidohkthenleft.

Rori:sowearegoingdressedlikethis?

Puleng:washeserious?

Rori:irealisedhewasinagoodmoodtodaysoi

tookadvantage.

Weallsplitandwenttochange.Mohauwalked

inasifinishedmymakeup.

Him:whereareyougoing?



Me:daveyton.

Mohau:alrightbbe.

Iturnedandlookedathim.

Me:youwontfightme?

Helaughedandwhistledthenwalkedout.

Thesemanhaveaplaniknowit.Wheniwas

doneitwasalreadydarkoutside.Ifoundthem

threebrothersincludingthabisotheircausin

laughing.Whem iwalkedintheystoppedand

talkedliketheywerentevenlaughing.Iwentto

thecarandfoundAmanda,Tshepisoand

Lesedi.Lesedilivesaroundheresodoes

amandasoitwassimple.Wegotintothecar

andtshepidrove.Icalledtebatsoandtoldher

wewerealreadydrivingout.Ittookusanhour

toarriveattshepi'shome.Sheliveswithher

coolmotherandyoungerbrother.

Amanda:guysdoyouallseehowfunand

peacefulitisaroundhere?



wealllookedatherconfused.

Amanda:imeanyouallgetalongrightnowwhy

cantitbelikethiseverytime.IactuallylikeRori

amddontseewhyyoutwohavetofighther.

Tebatso:itstrueausiiactuallylikeRoributnow

im tornbetweenthetwoofyoubecauseilike

youtoo.

Puleng:thankGodsomeonespoke.

Rori:idonthaveaproblem withherbutwena

Lesediijustwantyoutokeepyoureyesoffmy

husbandplease.

Lesediclickedhertongueandlookedaway.

Me:wellRoriisagoodpersonandim sorryfor

everything.Shesmiledandstooduptohugme.

Puleng:Lesedi?

Lesedi:im notgoingtoapologisesheslapped

mefirst.

Tebatso:howmanytimeshaveyoubulliedher?



Lesedi:shetookthemanilovedontyouallget

it?

Rori:youknowwhyitsfine.Im justhappy

Thapeloandigotpastourissueswearefamily

afterallbutwenaLesediyouandiarentfriend

oranythingclosetothatsoicanleavewithit.

Thenitwentqueitaftershesaidthat.Tshepiso

cameoutalreadydolledupthenshetookusto

someplacebehindtheirsmalldirtymall.

Wegotoutofourcarsandboydidwehavean

audience.

Me:aahfuckiknewit.

Puleng:whatisit?

Me:theyarehere.IsaidpointingatLehakwe

whowasonthephoneoutside.

Tshepiso:wecouldgotoanotherplace.

Tebatso:whatswrongbeingaroundthem?We



allkeptquietthenshewentinsideafterpaying

thenwehadourowntable.Thevibewasgood.
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RorisangMotaung.

Thiswasntsomethingihaddreamedofever

doing.Yesmyagematesarepartingandhaving

aholelotoffunbutthatisntme.Ithasnever

beenme.Butlookwhereim.DknyDaveyton.I

havenoideahowLetlotloandhisbrothers

knewweweretocomeherebutneithertheless

itsfun.Ididnthavemuchtodrinkbecausei

wouldbedriving.Ionlyhadthreecansof

smirnoffpinetwistbuticantsitstill.Ivehad

multipletripstothetoiletnow.itsconfirmedim

drunk.

"Bbe"istartedtextingLetlotlobuthedidntreply.

"Im horny"



"Iloveyousomuch"istooduptoaccompany

pulengtothetoilet.Wewaitedinline.Ifelt

someonewraptheirhandsonmywaist.I

turnedaroundandsawLetlotlosmilingatme.

Me:whatareyoudoinghere?

Him:igotyourtext.Babeyouaredrunk.

Igiggledandputmyheadonhisneck.

Me:ididntknowthreewastoomuchbabe.

Him:iwillgetyouabottleofwater.Hekissed

meandletgo.Igotinwhenitwasmyturn.Idid

mybusinessandwentout.Pulengwasalready

outsuckingfaceswithsomeguy.Whentheylet

gohetookouthisphoneamdgaveittoher

withoutsayinganything.Shesmiledand

probablyputinhernumber.Hekissedher

cheekandleft.Withoutevensayingaword.

WhenheturnedaroundthecornerPuleng

turnedandsawme.Shewasblushingher

cheekswerered.



Me:whatjusthappened?

Shegiggled.

Her:hehasbeeneyeingmethewholenight.He

followedmeeverytimeicametothetoilet.

Rightnowhesawmecomeoutthenkissedme.

Me:withoutsayinganything?

Her:ibelieveactionspeakslouderthanwords.

Shetookmyhandandwewentoutside.Wesat

downwhiletshepiandthapelostoodupto

dance.Notoncedidistanduptodance.Not

thaticantbutiwontdothatwithLetlotlo's

brothersaround.Isawhim cometoourtable

andicrossedmylegs.Isitmeoralcohol

makesapersom horny.Hecrouchedbeforeme

openingthebottleofwater.

Idrankalittlebititwasverycold.

Him:howareyoufeeling.



Ijustsmiledandlookedaway.

Me:iwillbebetter.

Him:whatswrong?

Me:im justfeelinguhm abithorny.Helooked

atmycrossedlegsandlaughed.

Him:eehPulengiwillbringherbacksheneeds

someair.

Puleng:iwilltakeherdontworry.

Letlotlo:norelaxineedsomeairtoo.Hehelped

mestandupthenhewentbacktohistable

camebackwithaglasswithsomecokeandice.

Me:youwerenotdrinking?

Him:ineededtokeepmyeyeatyoubbe.Didnt

youseehowhotyoulook?Idonttheseboys

takingyou

Me:theywouldntbabe..hetookouthiscar

keysandreclinedtheseatforme.Igotinand

hewentgohissidethenstartedthecar.



Me:wherearewegoing?

Him:im justgoingtoparkbythegate.Hedrove

toalessbusyplace.Hereclinedhisseatand

toldmetogetontopofhim.Heunzippedhis

jeansandpushedthem down.Hetookoffmy

underwearandpushedthedressup.Hestarted

kissing.Heslidhimselfinslowlyandistarted

moving.Ineverknewthatsexinthecarwasso

amazing.Whenicamehetooksometissueand

wipedme.Ifixedmyselfandgotout.He

followedmeoutwhenistartedvomitting.

Remindmenevertodrinkeveragain.Irather

sticktomywineonly.Hebrushedmybackand

gavemethewaterbottle.

"Issheokay?"ItwasPuleng.

Letlotlo:shewillbefine.TellLehakwetodrive

hercarbackweareleaving.

Puleng:okayiwillcomeseehertomorrowthen

bye.Theyhuggedandsheleft.Iwipedmy



mouthandwenttothecar.Helookedatme

andlaughed.

Him:bbedonteverdrinkwhenim notaround.

Me:itsnothingserious.

Him:youarehornybbewhatwillhappenwhen

im notaround?

Me:finejusttakemehome.

Icantbelievewedrovesofarjustforagood

timeandalcohol.

Iopenedmyeyesandmyheadfeltlikeatonof

brickswastiedtomyhead.Iremovedmyself

from Letlotlo'sholdandstumbledtothe

bathroom.Itriedtobrushmyteethbutthetaste

wasjustbitter.Ijustvomittedonthetoilet

again.Letlotlocameinwhistlingbutstoppedon

thedoorandsmiled.

Him:iwishyouwouldbesittingtherevomitting



foradifferentreason.

Me:mmmh

Him:whatdoyouwanttoeat?Itsraining

outside.

Me:whatdoesrainhavetodowithfood?

Him:someoneisgrumpytoday.Didyouwake

uponthewrongsideofthebed.

Me:im sexuallyfustrated.

Helaughedthenbrushedhisteeth.Istoodup

andhuggedhim from behind.

Him:youknowwehavepeopleinthehouse

right?

Me:from where?Im notleavingthisroom .

Him:bbemyfamilyishere.

Me:mmmh.Ibrushedmyteethandwenttofix

thebed.Hecamebackwhenhewasdone



showering.

Him:doyouwantfood?

Me:noim fine.Heworehisclothesandwalked

out.Itookabathworeadressthencombedmy

hair.Irantothetoiletwhenifeltlikevomitting

butnothingcameout.Ilaidonthebedwithmy

stomach.

Ifeltthebedmoveandsomethingwarm onmy

forehead.

Me:whatsthat?

Him:whatswrong?

Me:idontfeelgood.

Him:hangover.Youwillbefinesoon.Itold

Pulengandtheguystoleavebecauseyouarent

feelingokay.

Me:whendidtheygethere?

Him:anhourafterus.



Hepickedmeupandputmeinsidetheblankets

afterremovingmydress.

Him:youareonyourperiodagain?

Me:nowhy?

Him:youarebleeding.Itriedtotouchmyselfbut

heslappedmyhand.

Hechangedmyunderwearandcleanedme.

Letlotlowastreatingmelikeiwasverysick.It

wasrainingoutsidebutitwasntthatcold.We

cuddledwhilewatchingamovieonhislaptopi

endedupfallingasleep.

PalesaMotaung.

Neverfallpregnantindecember.Thisisthe

worstmonthtobepregnant.Itsveryhotandits

afestiveseason.Ispentthewholenightwith



theboringaunts.Lehakweleftmeandwentto

partywithhisbrothers.Whathedidannoyed

mealot.Whatifsomethinghappenedtome?

Hisauntswereverydrunkbythetimetheywent

tosleep.Theykeptonsingingandmakingloud

noisewakingupthekidswithalltheirnoise.I

sleptverylateandevenbythenLehakwecame

backdisturbingmysleep.

IgotoutofbedandsawLehakwesleepingon

thefloor.Itoldhim tobathifhewantedtosleep

onthebedbutseeingthathesleptonthe

couchmeanthedidntbath.Hehaddrool

drippingfrom hismouth.

Itookashowerthenfixedthebed.Ilefthim

justlikethatandwenttomakebreakfast.Iate

quicklythenwenttowatcht.v.

Hismothercamedownsinging.Shegreetedme

andsatonthecouchtakingmyfeetintoherlap.



Her:howareyoufeeling?

Me:im tiredmamayohicantwaittohavethe

baby.

Shelaughed.

Her:itsstillearly.Trustmewhenthebabyis

hereyouwouldwishyouwerestillpregnant.

Me:im justtiredcryingfornothingeatingalot

justeverything.Im justgladthemorning

sicknessesareover.

Her:iknowwhatyoutalkingabout.Ihavethree

kids.Shestoodupandwenttomakesoft

porridgeforme.Mohau'smotheralsowokeup

tobaththekids.Iwasntgoingtohelpintaking

careofthem.Whentheywerealldonemama

sentthem alloutsidetoplay.

○○○○○●●●●●

ThefollowingdayiliedtoLehakweandsaid



Roriwantedtospendsomealonetimewithme.

IwasshockedtolearnThapeloapologisedto

her.Wellshecalledyesterdayaskingtotalkto

me.Ijusthopeshewanttoapologisetometoo

becauseijustdontwanttobethatperson

anymore.Wemetbysomeprivategyneaat

alberton.RoriwasdrivingandThapelowasat

thebacksingingnonsense.Shehadwineinside

asmallfluskbottle.Idontevenknowshecame

withus.

Rori:sowhydidwehavetocomesofar?

Thapelo:sothosesneekymanwouldntknow.

Me:whyareyouevenhere?

Thapelo:icalledyouyesterdayandyousaidwe

couldtalktoday.Iactuallywantedtoapologise

toyou.IalreadytalkedtoRorisoiwantedto

apologisetoyoutooforbeingmean,jealous

andabitch.

Me:mmmh.



Her:im reallysorryMrsmotaungpleaseforgive

meisweariwillstoplookingdownonpeople

from nowon.Iwantusalltobesisters.

Me:finebutdonteverbringLesediaroundme.

Her:sheisyourfriendandhonestlyidontlike

her.

Me:weaintfriendsanymore.Letsgoinand

checkonthisbaby.WeexitedthecarandRori

wassilentthewholetime.Shelookedabitpale

andtired.

Wewalkedintothesmalloffice.Isatdown

alongwithRoriwhileThapelowasjustlooking

around.

Dr:sowhatcanidoforyou?

Me:icametocheckonmypregnancy.

Dr:soyoudonthaveadoctoryouareseeing?

Me:idoijustdonttrusther.



Dr:oohwellgetonthebedandletsseewhat

youarelookingfor.Ididsooverquickly.He

wasnigerianjudgingbyhisaccent.

Dr:welleverythingseemsfine.Welltheother

twinisbiggerthantheotheronebutthats

normal.

Me:seeitoldyou.

Rori:butwhywouldtheyhideitfrom you?

Dr:theyhidwhat?

Me:thatim havingtwins.

Thapelo:Lehakweisinittoo?

Me:obviouslytheyarehiscollegues.Heisadr

sohewouldseeiwashavingtwins.

Dr:souhm whatwouldyouliketodo?

Me:dontworrydocijustneededtoconfirm my

suspicionsiwilldealwithmyhusbandjustguve

methescan.Hetookitoutthenwipedmy

stomachclean.
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PalesaMotaung.

Thedrivebackhomewasjustsilent.

Thapelo:sowhatarewegonnado?

Me:iknowwhatim goingtodo.Lehakwewill

knowmetoday.Howdarehedothistome?

Rori:iwasthinkingwedonttellanyonetoo.

Thapelo:iwas7monthswhenihadthetwinsim

sureyouwillhavethem earlytoo.

Me:mmhhedoesnthavetoknowwhenits

time..mmh

Rori:nonothatsnotwhatimeant.

Me:whyisnthetellingmeabouthavingtwins?

Whatiftheyarethosefamiliesthatbelieve

twinsareacurse?Whatiftheywillsacrificemy



baby?

Rori:Thapelohastwins.

Thapelo:theydidntknowiwaspregnantwheni

left.Theyonlyfoundoutwhentheyareoldsoit

wasprobablyhardtokillthem.

Rori:ooohGodwhyareyoutwothinkingabout

such?

Me:itsapossibilityRorisang.

Rori:whatifheisjustprotectingyoufrom

something?Idontthinktheywoulddothatto

you.

Me:Wehavetobecarefulaboutdoingthis.

Rori:doingwhat?Im notdoinganything.

Thapelo:whatdoyouhaveinmind?

Me:im leavingtilligivebirth.

Roristoppedthecarandgotout.Shewas



panicking.

Thapelo:shewontdoit.Shemighttellher

husband.

Me:iwillneedhelpthou.

Thapelo:iwillcomewithyou.

Shegotoutofthecarandtriedtocalm Rori

down.Igotouttoo.

Me:Rorisang.

Rori:im notdoingit.LehakwelovesyouPalesa

hewouldntkillhisownchildwouldhe?

Thapelo:whatifitstheirtradition?Hehastodo

it.

Rori:wedidnttalkaboutthisohk?Letsgo.

Me:Roripleasedothisforme.

Rori:justtalktohim pleaseandaskorwena

ThapelojustaskMohauiftheydosuchthings.

Thapelo:hewouldnttellme.YouaskLetlotlo.



Rori:finebutpleasewhateveryouareplanning

justdontleave.

Ihuggedhertillshewascalm.

WewentbackintothecarandThapelojust

startedlaughing.

Me:what?

Thapelo:ididntexpectthatfrom youRori.I

meanitsnotshewouldntreturnifshewasto

leave.Sheisprotectingherbabies.

Rori:iunderstandtheproblem isthaticantkeep

asecretevenfrom Letlotlo.Weallknowthey

wouldallthinkiknow.

Me:youareright.

Wedrovetoherhouseanditwasmuchbetter

thanmine.Allthesiblingswerethereplaying

gamesinthehouse.Im movinginhere

Lehakwewilltakecareofhisvisitors.Iwas



calm likeididntevenknownothing.Wewent

straighttothekitchenandmadesomefood.

Wellformeonlybecauseiwashungryand

stressed.Whatam itodowiththissituation

though?Icanteventellmyparentsifithappens

thatim wrong.Ijustwishmyrelationshipwith

anyofmybrotherswasperfect.Ireallyneed

someoneclosetomeforsupport.

Rori:icandoit.

Webothlookedather.

Me:dowhat?

Rori:wellmymotherstaysaloneandyoutwo

getalong.Herplaceisclosertoeverythingback

home.Youcouldstaywithherandthatisthe

lastplacetheywouldlook.

Thapelo:shehasapointbutwontyoutalk?

Rori:wellididsomeselfintrospectionand



realisedthisisimportant.Ifiwasinyourplacei

knowyouwouldhelpme.

Me:willyourmom agree?

Rori:sheiscomingtodaywewillaskher.Iwill

texthertotellmewhenshearrivesinsteadof

Letlotlosowewilltalkthen.

Thapelo:greatbutthenwhenisyourduedate?

Me:latejanuaryandearlyfebruaryim notsure.

Thapelo:wellmakesure.Alsomakesureyou

havealotofsex.Shewinkedandweall

laughed.

"Womenandsex"weallsawLehakweleaning

againstthedoorframe.

Me:aahbabewhyareyoueavesdroppingonus?

Him:iwasntjustwalkedinnow.Didntyousay

youweregoingonabreakfastdate?

Rori:whydoyouask?Didanyoneseewherewe

went?



Thapelo:Rori!Shesaidsorryandlookedaway.

Shewaspanicking.

Lehakwe:Palesawheredidyougo?

Thapelo:tohavebreakfast.

Lehakwe:Palesa?

Me:tohavebreakfast.

Lehakwe:youarelyingtomenow.

Me:finejustdonttellyourbrother.Roriwas

suspectingshewaspregnantsowewentto

check.

Rori:what??

Lehakwelookedatallofus.

Thapelo:youpromisednottotellanyone.Rori

walkedaway.

Lehakwe:so?

Me:babypleasemandontyouseesheis

alreadyupsetjustleaveplease.



Hin:hhhm

Roricamebackwhenhewasgone.

Rori:didhebuyit?

Thapelo:thankGodhedid.

Me:youalmostgotusbustedwena.

Rori:itoldyouallim notgoodatlyingandsecret

butim trying.

Wealllaughed.

RorisangMotaung.

Weallhavecertainaddictionsandobsession.

Youmaynotevenknow/realizeitbutitsthere.

Minestartedrightafterigotintomarriageand

wasintroducedtosex.ijustcanthelpbutwant

itallthetime.Letlotloisntcomplainingatall.



Maybewithtimehewillcomplainbutihopeig

wonthappennow.Thisisntaboutmetryingfor

ababy.Thatshiphassailed.Nowiwillwaitfor

mytimetherighttimeGodthinksisperfect.

"Babe,Rori"

Me:im coming.Iwipemyselfandwrapthe

towelaroundmybody.Ididmyfunnywalkback

tothebedroom.LastnightLetlotlowasangryat

somethinghismotherhadsaid.Wheniinitiated

sexhewasntinthemood.Butiwokeupduring

thenightwithhisheadbetweenmylegs.He

fuckedthewholenightandmorningim even

tirednow.Ifindhim sittingontheedgeofthe

bedalreadydressed.Hedidntevenbath.

Him:areyouokay?

Me:yes.

Him:dontlietome.



Me:im justtiredbbe.

Him:youbled?

Ilookedathim confused.

Me:noididnt.

Heremovedtheblanketandtherewereblood

stains.

Him:thisisntmyblood.Soitsyoursdidihurt

you?Im sorrybbeididntmeantoitwont

happenagainiswear.

Hehuggedme.

Me:youdidnthurtmeiactuallyenjoyed

everything.Itwasnewandexciting.

Him:wonthappenagain.

Igiggled.

Me:wellionlyhatethehickeysonmythighs

only.Nowicantevenwearanythingshort.



Him:thatsgoodthen.Idontwantyoushowing

offtoomuchskinwhenwehavesomany

peoplearoundthehouse.

Me:icantwaitforthem toleave.

Him:metoobabe.Wontyoutakeyourmom out

soyoutwocanbond.

Me:yeahwellineedfoodfirst.

Him:iwillgetthatforyouandiwillalsoletyour

mom know.

Hekissedmyforeheadandwalkedout.

IworeblackskinnyjeanswhitepologolfTshirt

andwhitechucks.Ialsotookoutclothesfor

Letlotlo.Hecamebackholdingacupofcoffee

andtwoslicesoftoastedbread.

Me:thatisbreakfast?

Him:justfortheroad.Yourmom isdownand

readysoyoutwowillhavebreakfastour..uhmm



hereismycardbuyheranythingshelikesohk

babe.

Me:mmmhyoucangotakeabaththen.

Him:iwillnotyetim tirediwanttosleepabit.

Me:youneedtotonedownyourdrinkingabit.

Him:okay.Hethrewhimselfonthebed.Ihada

feelinghewantedtogetridofme.

Mom andiwalkedtomycaranddroveout.I

wantedtoplaymusicwithmyphonewheni

realisedimusthaveforgettenittthekitchen

whilewashingmycup.Idrovebackaroundand

rushedinsidethehouse.Istoppedonmytrack

whenisawthattherewasameetinginthe

lounge.Everyonewasthereexcept

Palesa,ThapeloPulengandTebatso.Some

weresittingontherugonthefloor.Ididntknow

theywereallevenhere.Igreetedandlookedat

Letlotlo.Hestoodupandfollowedmeout.



Me:whatisgoingon?

Him:itsafamilymeetingbabe.

Me:oohwellicameformyphonethen.

Iwenttotakemyphoneandleft.Soiwasnthis

familywow.Wehadbreakfastatwimpythen

wenttothesalonmom onlydidherhairwhilei

didmyhair,faceandnails.Iwantedtodosome

waxingbuttheirspawasclosedsinceitsa

sunday.Ihadonablackbobcutandstilleto

nailstheywerealsoblack.

Mom:whenlastdidyoutalktoyourfather?

Ilaughedandclappedmyhands.

Shelookedatmeconfused.

Me:mathatmanandidonttalk.

Her:heissickyouknow.

Me:mmhiknowiusedtotakecareofhiswife

butherefusedtotaketreatmentsohemight

evendie.



Her:andthatdoesntevenbotheryou?

Me:hedoesntlovememamasowhyshouldi

careforsomeonelikehim?

Her:donttalklikethat.Lookathim.Shetook

outherphoneandshowedmepicture'sofmy

father.

Me:howdidyougetthis?

Her:hesentthem tome.

Hisbodywasrottenitlookeddisgusting.His

legslookedlikehewasrolledintoflourthen

cameout.Idontunderstandwhyifeelsorryfor

him.

Me:whydoesnthegotothedoctor.

Mom:heisntHivnana.

Ilaughedather.

Me:mantateisjuststubbornandindenial.Why

didnthegettestedwhenhefirstlearnthiswife

isinfected?hecouldhavetakenhismadication



then.

Her:isawhim atthehospitalafewdaysago.

Hetookthetestandheisnegative.

Me:how?Hiswifehasit?whowdonttellmeshe

cheated?

Her:thisisntaboutheritsaboutyourfather.He

issickRorisangandhemightdieanytimesoon.

Me:so?ifhediesthenitmeansitshistime.

Ma:Rorisang?Dontbelikethis.

Me:mamaifyouwanttohelphim goaheadum

notstoppingyoubutleavemeoutofit.Iwent

tothetillandwaitedforhertofinishsoicould

payfortheclothesshehafchosen.Iwasntin

themoodanymore.Whywouldsheevenwant

metohelpthatmanaftereverythinghehasput

methru?Hecouldntprotectmefrom hiswife

andfrom himself.Heusedtocallmenames

wheneverhecamehomedrunk.



Myphonestartedringingaswewerewalkingto

theparkinganditwasLehakwe.Iwassuprised

whyhewouldcallme.

Me:hello.

Him:Rorisangwhereareyou?

Me:im atthemallwhy?

Hechuckled.

Him:howcouldyoumara?Mybrothertookyou

outofthetrashyoucalledhomeandmadeyou

awife.Nowyouwanthim toturnhisbackon

hisfamily?Whatdidyoufeedhim?

Me:whatareyoutalkingabout?

Him:whywouldyouaskLetlotlotofinancially

disownus?Wearehisfamilyandyoumaking

everyoneturntheirbacksonhim.

Me:ididnt...



Him:listenandlistenverycarefullywhatever

youdidtohim willcomebackandbiteyou.You

areawitch...tothinkievenlikedyounxa..no

wonderyourparentsdontcareaboutyou.You

areagolddiggingselfishbitch.Moloi.

Hedroppedthecallafterthat.

Ididntknowwhattosayordouwasjustnumb.

Mymotherlookedatmeandicontinued

walkingignoringher.Whatdidido?Ushouldnt

haveaskedLetlotlotodothat.Whatiswrong

withme?Lehakweisrightim selfish.

Nowiwasevenafraidofgoingbackhome.

Im sorryfortakinglongtopostthisinserttook

meabout5daystotype.ihardlyhavetimeto

writebutim goingtotrymybestandwrite

againsoonpleasebepatientwithme.
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RorisangMotaung.

WhenwearrivedhomeLetlotlowasinthe

loungesittingwithLehakweandthabiso

drinking.

Iwasevenashamedoflookingatthem.Today

wasreallynotagoodoneforme.Itookafew

headachepillsandgotintobed.Beforeicould

fallasleepLetlotlowalkedin.

Him:heycanyoucooksomethingforusweare

hungry.

Isighedandstoodupwearingshoes.

Him:areyouokay?

Me:im fine.Whatwouldyoulike?

Him:anything.Inodmyheadandwenttothe

kitchen.Myheadfelt3timesbiggerasiwalked

aroundcooking.Lehakwecameinandtook



beerfrom thefridge.Helookedatmelikehe

wasdisgustedthenwalkedoutafterclickinghis

tongue.Myhearttightenedinmychest.

IsatonthebedwaitingforLetlotlotocomeout

ofbathroom.Whenhedidhelookedatmeonce

andturnedawaytothecloset.

Hecamebackdressedinashirtandsweat

pants.

Him:youwanttotalk?

Me:yeswhatdidyousaytoyourfamilyabout

me?

Him:whatcouldipossiblysay?

Me:soyoudidnttellthem anythingaboutme?

Whatwasthemeetingabout.

Him:thereisareasonyouwerenotthere

meaningitdoesntinvolveyou.

Me:doilooklikeicarerightnow?Justtellme



whatthedamnmeetingwasabout?isnapped

andhejustlookedatme.Thisisthefirsttime

im talkingtohim likethis.

Him:im sleepingim verytired.

Me:dontdothispleasejusttellme.

Him:whyareyousokeenonknowing?Itoldyou

itsafamilymatter.

Ichuckled.

Me:youdontthinkbeforeyoutalkdoyou?He

huffedandcoveredhimselfwiththeblankets.

Me:im talkingtoyouLetlotlo.

Him:Rorisangim tiredandiwanttosleepcan

youletmeplease..

Me:mxm .Igotintobedtoobutsleptonmy

sideofthebed..

●○○●○○●



Thefollowingdayswerejustnumb.Ispent

mostofmytimewithmymotherbecauseshe

wasleavingonthe29thtoday.Christmasday

wehadwenttosuncitytogether.Idontknow

whatLetlotlohadsaidaboutmebecauseeven

Palesablockedmycalls.

Mama:takecareofyourselfandmygrandbaby

ohk.

Shekissedmyforehead.

Me:Im notpregnantmamaicantbe.

Her:stopbeingnegative.Maybethisbabycan

saveyourmarriage.

Me:ifthatsthecaseidontwantthebabymama.

Letlotloisntreadytohavehisownfamily.

Her:makehim.

Me:iwont.Im justtiredandithinkimightjust

comehomeafterigetmyresults.

Her:thatisnthowthingsaredonebabyareyou



willingtoleaveallofthis?

Me:myhappinesscomesfirst.

Her:oohbaby..iloveyouohkandifyouthink

leavinghim willmakeyouhappycomeback

home.

Wehuggedforthelasttimeastheycalledfor

her.

Me:iloveyoutoomama.

Shewipedmytears.

Her:iwillbeexpectingthegoodnewsbeforei

gethome.

Shesaidthruthewindowasthetaxileft.

Myheartwasheavyasigothome.Idontthinki

candothisanymore.Whenmymotherwas

hereshekeptmesane.Ihardlynoticedthat

Letlotlowasnthome.Hestoppedsleeping

homebecausewewerealwaysfighting.Heonly



camebackhomeforachangeofclothesthen

left.Isatdownonthebathroom floorawaiting

theresults.Itookthethreesticksandchecked.

Iscreamedandbrokethem whenisawthe

results.Ibrokethem toapointicouldntseethe

twolines.Ifilledthebathtubwithcoldwater

andgotintocoolmyself.WhydoesGodkeep

onhurtingmelikethis.Whyam igoingthruthis

painalone?Igotoutofthewaterwheniwas

calm.Iwasshiveringandcold.Itextedmy

mothertheresultsthenswitchedoffmyphone.

Someonebuzzedatthegateandiwasntjustin

themoodforanyone.Whenitwentqueitthe

housephonestartedringing.Iworemygown

andwenttoanswerthecall.

Me:hello.

"Pleaseopenthegate."ItwasLetlotlo.Iopened

thegateandwentbacktocleanthebathroom.I



woremyclothesandtookthewashingbasket

andpassedLetlotlointhebedroom.Hedidnt

eventurntolookatme.Itlikeididntevenexist

likewewerenotonceinlove.Iheardpeople

talkingandlaughinginthekitcheniavoided

goingthereandwenttowashtheclothes.I

wentbacktothebedroom andfoundLetlotlo

packinghisbag.

Me:whereareyougoing?

Helookedatmeoncethenwentbackpacking.I

sighed.

Me:Isthisyousayingyoudont..

Him:justshutupplease.Thisiswhyidontwant

tobearoundyouanymore.Youareannoying

mewithyourcostantbickering.

Me:oohim sorry.Imovedmyhandtomy

stomachandcluchedit.Whyisthisbabyhere

onlynow?Hefinishedpackingtookhislaptop



andlockeditonhissafethenpushedhiscase

outthedoor.Andjustlikethathewasgone.I

wenttolookathim thruthewindow.Itwas

PulengTebatsoandaverybigPalesa.Thecar

droveawaybreakingmyheart.Ithrewmyself

onthebedandjustslept.

Iwaswokenupbytheveryloudknockonthe

door.Icursedwhenmyheadfeltheavy.I

washedmyfacewithcoldwaterandapplied

facecleanser.Thelightswereonmeaningit

wasdarkoutside.

IopenedthedooranditwasThapelo.She

huggedmeandwalkedin.

Her:madam howareyou?

Me:im goodyou?

Her:kexapmosadi.Whereisyourmom Letlotlo

saidsheissickreasonforyoutobeingscarce.



Ilaughed.

Me:mymotherisntsick.Sheisntevenhere.

Her:what?

Me:itscomplicatedbutlongstoryshortour

marriageisoversoheprobablyisntevenready

totellanyone.

Herjawsdroppedandshethrewherselfonthe

couch.

Her:isitaboutthemoneyissue?

Me:idontevenknowbutiknowhesaid

somethingaboutme.NowLehakwedoesnt

evenwantmeathishouse.

Her:mxm thisfamilyisfullofhypocritesand

leeches.Thatsthereasonwhyihadasked

Mohautomoveushereorourmarriagewont

work.Idontthinkyouwerewrongatall.Why

donttheyworkforthemselvesandexpect

Letlotlotoprovideforthem ?



Me:idonthaveanissuewithhim supporting

them.Theproblem isthatheisneverhome

whileworkinghardtoprovideforpeoplewho

arerelaxing.

Her:wellyoushouldhavetoldhim tochoose

whatisimportanttohim.

Me:seemsididnthaveto.Hemovedout.Ithink

itstimeiwenthometoo.

Her:thatwonthappenyouaregoingtofightfor

yourmarriagegirl.Youareamotaungwifewe

dontleave.

Me:youdid.

Her:welllookatmenow.Youwillalwaysfind

yourwaybackhere.WhenMohauandisplitup

itwashard.Itriedtomoveonbutitdidnt

happen.Itslikeothermendidntevenseemeas

awomen.



Me:whatdoyoumean?

Her:thatyouronlywayoutisthrudeath.Ihad

toldmyselfididntloveMohauanymorebutthe

momentisawhim afterallthoseyearsitslike

myloveforhim awakenedandneverevendied.

Me:youarecrazy.

Shelaughed.

Her:im tellingyouthetruth.Onethingthatwont

happenishim cheating.

Me:wellheisntreadyformarriagesohewill

comeandfindmewheneverheis.Butim not

promisingtocomeback.Letlotlojustmarried

mebecausesomeonealsohadthesame

intention.

ThenwhatLesedisaidclicked.Hisboyfriend

wasalsoinlovewithme.MaybeLetlotlo

marriedmetospitehim fortakinghisgirlfriend

Lesedi.



Thapelo:idontlikethatface.Whatareyou

thinking.

Me:nothingtoworryyourselfabout.

ThapelosleptoverMohauwasvery

understanding.Ihadneverthoughtiwouldever

cryandlaughwithher.Palesahadbeenmyfirst

gotogirl.Itextedbaneleandaskedforaplace

tocrashforafewdaysandheagreed.Hewas

stillatcapetownforhisarticles.Hisbrother

camebyyesterdaytodrophisflatkeys.Letlotlo

nevercamebackhome.Thapelosaidthey

spenttheirnewyearatLehakwe'shouse.The

restofthefamilywentbackhome.Letlotlo

beingawaygavemetimetothinkwhatitisi

reallywanted.Iwantedtobehappynoactuallyi

neededtobehappy.Ineededthebestformy

babyandi.Forthefirsttimeinmylifeim

puttingmefirst.IloveLetlotloverymuchbutif

thisloveiswhatmakesmemiserabletheni



dontneedit.Withtimeeverythingwillbealright.

Iwontkeepthebabyfrom him iwouldntwant

mybabytogrowupandhateme.Hewillknow

justnotyet.Thisisformysanityandhappiness.

Isaidasiclosedthedooranddraggedmylast

bagtotheuberoutside.

ThapeloMotaung.

MyheartbleedsforRori.IhadwatchedLetlotlo

laughandsmilewithhisfamilywhilehiswife

sleptwithawetpillowandabrokenheart.I

agreeididntlikeRoriatfirstbutshehasthat

thingtoherthatwillmakeyouhateyourselffor

allyoudidtoher.Onceigottoknowhowkind

andlovingsheisifelttheneedtoprotecther.

Sheisyoungfortheheadachethisfamilycan

bringtoone'shead.Iknowbecauseiwasdoing

mymatricwhenigotmarriedtomahau.Iwas



reallyhappyatfirstbuthisfamilyhadawayof

ruiningoutmarriage.Theyalllovemendlingon

peoplesmarriage's.Mostlyitsthemenofthe

family.Theyarejustannoying.

IlookedatLetlotloashewasdrinkingand

laughinglikehedidnthaveproblems.Idialed

Rori'snumberbutitdidntgothru.Mohauasked

metojustlethisbrotherbecauseheisvery

surehewilllooseRorisangandonlyrealiseit

whenitsalreadylate.WealsofoundoutPalesa

isabouttopopinaweeksoshehastogosoon.

Thabiso:sobroim goingwithyouright?He

askedLetlotlo.

Letlotlo:ofcourseim leavingnowsoim sureyou

areready.

Thabiso:yeahfamilyiwillseeyousoon.Theyall

stoodupandleft.Mohaucalledthetwinssowe

couldalsoleave.WewerestayingwithTebatso



sinceshewasattendingsomecollegeherein

joburg.

Me:canwepassbyyourbrothershouseiwant

tocheckonRori.

Mohau:letsdropthekidsfirstiwashopingto

talktoLetlotlo.Lehakweistheoneinfluancing

him.

Me:ofcourseiknewit.

Whenwegothomewedidntevengetinside.

Wedrovetohishouseandhewasoutside

pacingupanddownonthephone.Wegotout

ofthecarandheardhim shouting.

Letlotlo:iwouldnthavecalledyouifknew

wheresheis...mamapleasejustletmetalkto

her...Im sorryiwasntthinking...yesim stupid...i

willfindhermaipromise...iloveher...yes...ohk

thankyou.Hedroppedthecallandsatonthe

paving.



Mohau:whathappen?

Letlotlo:sheleftme.

Me:what?

Letlotlo:isaidsheleftmemywifeleftme.What

areyoutwodoinghereanyway?

Mohauchuckled.

Mohau:wellicametotalksomesensetoyou

beforeitwastoolateguessitistoolate.

Lehakweishomewithhiswifeandyou?

Me:babeletsjustgo.Wewentbacktothecar

andleft.
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RorisangMotaung.

Ileftthecar,hisbankcard,creditcardsand

everythinghebought.Bandilemadesureihad



foodinthehouseandeverythingelseimight

need.Ididmypackingveryquicklythatihad

forgettenmyimportantdocuments.

Ihadameetingwithmylawyertodaythenafter

thatiwillgobacktothehouseandfetchthe

restofmythings.Idecidedtocallmymotheri

haventtalkedtoherforaweeknowsinceileft.

Itrangtwiceandsheanswered.

Mom:hello.

Me:mama.

Her:yoweyoweRorisangmybabywhereare

you?Ivebeentryingtocallyouallweekwhere

areyou?Areyouokaybaby.

Igiggled.

Me:im finemama.Howareyou?

Her:im okaynowthatispoketoyou.Yoursister

isalsohere.

Me:whatsisternow?



Her:PalesawhereareyouRorisangyour

husbandisworriedaboutyou.

Me:itoldyouiwasleavinghim mamaidid.

Her:areyouhappy?

Ididntanswerherbecauseididntwanttolie.

Her:Rorisangyousaidyouchoseyour

happinessbutnowyouarenothappy?

Me:itwilltaketimemamaitwonthappen

instately.Ilovehim somuchandthatlovewont

diebecauseichosetoleave.Itwilltaketime

andim willingtowait.

Mama:ifyousayso.Whereareyou?

Me:atafriendshouse.

Mama:afrienddonttellmeitsthatboy.

Rorisangyouarestillamarriedwomen.

Me:iknowmamabesideheisatcapetown

workingim justheretillthedivorceisfinalised

thenuwillcomehome.



Her:areyousure?

Me:100.1%sure.DidPalesahaveherbabies?

Her:yestheyarebothfine.Itsboystheylookso

muchliketheirmother.

Me:im goingtothedoctortoday.

Her:youdidnttellhim?

Me:iwillwheneveriseehim.

Her:ohkbabycallmelaterim atwork.

Me:ohkiloveyoumama.

Her:iloveyoutoobaby.

□□□□■■■■

Me:idontreallywantmuchfrom him .Ionly

needhim tosupportthebaby.Andpayyour

feestoo.

Her:yousaythecarandresturantisonyour

name?



Me:yesbutidontwantthem.

Her:areyousure?

Me:yesiwantnothing.Shesighedandclosed

herfile.

Her:iwillsubmitittothecourtverysoonandi

willhaveitbackwithinaweek.

Me:cantithappensooneriwanttogohome.

Her:iwilltry.Weshookhandsandwentour

separateways.Thatwasmylawyerms

khumalo.Sheisdeemedasthebest.Iknow

Letlotlowontfightmeifhedoesntlovemeor

hewillnotagreetosignatall.Aftereatingmy

fruitcakeitooksomeastakeawayanddrove

tohishouse.Ididntseehiscaroutside

meaningheisnthomeoritsinthegarage.

Islowlyunlockedthedoorandtookadeep

breathbeforewalkingin.Iguesstheodds



werentinmyfavourasifoundbothhim and

Lehakwe.Theybothjumpedtotheirfeetwhen

theysawme.

Letlotlo:Roriyouareback?OohThankGod

babeimissedyou.

Ichuckledandjustwenttothebedroom.

Him:whatareyoulookingfor?

Me:iforgotmyfileandIddocument.

Him:babecanwepleasetalk?

Me:no.Icheckedalltheplacesitcouldbebut

didntfindit.

Him:itsinthesafebutpleaseletstalkfirst.

Me:howmanytimesididihavetobegforyour

timesowecouldtalkdidyougiveittome?I

havenothingtosaytoyouLetlotlowehave

beenherebeforeandhonestlyihavealotto

saybutthereisntapointanymore.Yousaidit

twicethatiwasntyourfamily.



Him:ineversaidthatmylove.

Me:mxm mylove?Pleasestopplayingandgive

memythings.

Him:notbeforeyouanditalkandfixus.

Me:im listening.

hegotonhiskneesandheldmylegs.

Him:im stupidbabeiknowthat.Thefamily

meetingwasntanythingtodowithyou.Ionly

toldLehakwethatitiswhatyouaskedmetodo.

Im sorryforignoringandeverthingitsjustthat

thingsdidntgothewayuthought.Mymother

saidthingswhichhurtmeanditookitallouton

you.Im reallysorrybabepleasecomeback

home.

Thatsthebeststupidapologyhecouldever

comewith?

Me:im donewithyouandyourfamily.Whatever

theydidyouchosethem overme.Youignored



meforgettinghowitallmademefeel.Im tired

Letlotloim notupforthis.

Him:tellmewhatyouwantmetodo.

Me:ineednottoloveyou.Ineedtofeelnothing

foryou.idontwanttocareaboutyou.Iwant

myoldlifebackitwasmuchbetterthanwhat

im feelingrightnow.Ijustwishinevermetyou.

Him:youdonotmeanthat.

Ilookedawayastearsdroppedfrom hiseyes.

Me:ireallydo.

Idont.Hestoodupandheldmyhands.

Him:youarehurt.Thisisntyouspeaking.

Me:itismeyouhavejustneverseenmelike

this.Youonlyknowmewhenim stupidand

inlovewithyou.

Hewipedhistearsandlookedatmyhands.He



playedwithmyringfinger.

Him:youtookitoff.

Me:ialsotalkedtoalawyer.

Him:Rori.

Me:pleasedontfightit.Heshookhisheadno.

Him:icantdothatiwontsurvivewithoutyou

babe.

Me:icanseebutiwasntthereyourwholelifeim

sureyouwillmanage.

Hemovedcloserandhuggedme.Itriedtofight

itbuthewasstrong.Hepulledoutandlooked

atmedeepinmyeyes.Iclosedmyeyes

avoidingtolookathisthatarefullofpain.Ifelt

hiscoldlipsintomine.Hekissedmehardand

bitmylowerlipmakingmeopenmymouth.He

pushedmeagainstthedoorandpickedmeup.

Iwasangryandhurtbutnotmybody.Wheni

gaveintothekisshetookitasachanceto



movehishandsinsidemydress.Hestopped

kissingmewhenhishandstoppedonmyhard

flatstomach.Helookedatmeandinodmy

head.Ijustcouldntthetearsandhedidntstop

histoo.

Hishandsweretightlywrappedaroundmy

waist.Yeswehadsexanditwasthebestlove

makingever.Wewerebothcryingand

passionatewhiledoingit.Islowlygotoutof

bed.Iworemyclothesandwenttothesafe.I

triedeveryimportantcombinationbutitwasnt

working.

Him:itsthedatewelostourbaby.

Ididntturnandlookathim.Ipunchedinthe

numbersandtookoutthefile.Therewereother

filesmoneyandagun.Aguniveneverseen.

Me:youhaveagun?

Him:ivehadforyears.Whereareyoustaying?



Me:afriendlendedtheflattillthedivorceis

settledim goingbackhome.

Him:whataboutschool.

Isighed.

Me:iwillseethatnextyear.

Him:youdonthavetothroeawayyourdream

babe.Iwillmoveoutandyoucanstayhereand

finishschool.Thatwayicanalsobecloseto

ourbaby.

Me:im goinghomeLetlotloiwanttobeaway

from youyourbrother.Ijustdontanyoneto

remindyouandwhatusedtobe.

Iclosedthesafeandhewaslookingdownin

justjeans.

Him:justdontgoplease.Iwillstayawayi

promise.

Ishookmyheadno.Ididnthavemoneyfor

school.Themoneyisavedwillbeforthebaby



needs.

Me:ineedsomepeace.

Him:fineiwillfindanothercollegeforyouclose

tohome.Youcanstayatthehousein

harrismiththen.

Me:iwillsee.Goodbye.

Him:letmedriveyou.

Inodmyheadandwalkeoutwhilehefollowed.

Lehakwewasnowsleepingonthecouch.Itwas

alreadygettingdarktoo.

Him:dontyouwanttobuyanythingtoeat?

Thenirememberedmyfruitcake.Iprobably

forgotitintheuber.Wewenttowoolworths

andheboughtitformeandotherjunkfood.I

alsotoldhim aboutmyfirstdoctors

appointment.Hewashappybutthefactthati

wasleavinghim wasstressinghim.



Hedroppedmeoffandwalkedmetothedoor

carryingtheplasticbags.Thefirstthingidid

waseathalfthecakewithsomecoke.Itooka

showerthencalledmymotherandsleptafter

talkingwithher.Mylifewasboringandsleeping

alonewassometimeshard.Ihavetogetused

toit.Iknowiwantedthisbutmyloveforletlotlo

ishurtingmemore.Beingawayfrom him hurts

alotithurtsmorethanbeingwithhim.

Thefollowingdayheknockedonthedoorready

fortheappointment.

Him:ihopeyouareready?Hewaslooking

aroundtheplace.

Me:yeahletsgo.

Him:yousaidafriendownthisplace?

Me:yesletsgo.

Him:sothereisapossibilityitsahe?



Me:yes.Wegotoutoftheelevatorandwalked

outside.Mycarwasparkedoutsidenearhis.

Him:youcantakeitbackbbeitsyoursnotmine.

Me:iwantnothingfrom you.

Him:iknowbesidethiswasagiftididntbuyit

outifobligation.

Ijustnodmyheadandwenttothecarashe

gavemethekeys.

ThapeloMotaung.

IwasinthekitchencookingbecauseLetlotlo

andLehakwewerecomingfordinner.Ifedthe

twinswhileMohaufinisheduphiswork.Heis

sodedicatedonhiswork.Sometimesididnt

understandwhyhechosetobeateacherbut

nowisawhowheislikewithourkids.When

theyfinishedeatingibathedthem andputthem



tosleep.Whenigottothekitchentheywerein

theloungedrinkingbeer.Igreetedandwentto

dishupandwesatonthecoucheswatchingt.v.

Letlotlo:Rorisangwantadivorce.Hesaidafter

puttinghisfullplatedown.Henowhadasmall

untreamedbeared.

Lehakwe:whatdoesshewant?

Mohau:shutupman!!

Letlotlo:iwontsignwhateverthepaperswillsay.

Iwantmywifeback.

Mohau:youneedtofightforyourmarriage.

WenaLehakweyouneedstopmendlingon

Letlotlo'sbusiness.Yourwifeleftyoushouldnt

youbefocusingonthat?Abutiyoutwoare

olderthanmeandiwentsitandwatchwhile

thebothofyouadviseeachothershit.Rorisang

isgreatwomenweallknowthat.Whatshe

askedyoutodowasrightandyouknowit.If

Lehakwehasaproblem withitisuggestyou



takeitupandsupporteveryone.Youragrown

assmenadoctortoosoyoudidntneedLetlotlo

tostartyourbusiness.

Lehakwe:iwontletyoutalktomelikethat.

Mohau:thenleavemyhouse.

Hedidntmoveatall.

Mohau:greatsobabewheredidyousayPalesa

isat?

Ichockedonmyjuiceandcaughed.

Me:what?

Mohau:ihearedyoutalkingwithheronthe

phone.

Me:uhm shedidntsay.

Mohau:callherthen.Ijustlookedathim

dumbfolded.Hetookmyphoneanddialed

Palesa'snewnumber.

Palesa:ThapelothankGodyoucalledim alone



andthebabycantstopcrying.Ineed..Lehakwe

spokebeforeshecouldfinish.

Lehakwe:youhadthebaby.Palesaquickly

droppedthecall.

Mohau:calm down.

Lehakwe:soyouknewallalong?

Me:itwasntmyplacetotell.

Mohau:youcandrivebackhometofetchher

sheisstayingwuthRori'smom thenyouwill

askherwhysheleft.Leavemywifeoutofit.

Me:shehadbabyboys.Hejuststoodupand

wentout.

Letlotlo:whydidsheleave?

Me:Lehakwetoldthedoctorsnottotellhershe

washavingtwins.

Letlotlo:so?

Mohau:theythoughtourfamilywouldkillthe



othertwin.Hesaidlaughing.Howdidheeven

know?

Letlotlo:youhadtwinsasfirstbornsLehakwe

gotthesame.

IlookedatMohau.Thiswasasensitivetopic

forhim toeventouch.Nowitwasmuchworse

becauseRorilefthim.

Mohau:uhm yeahitsablessing.

Him:Weareexpectingagain.Todaywewentto

thedoctorandshewasadmitteddueto

highbloodpressure.

Me:whatcongratulations.

Mohau:youdontlookhappy?

Letlotlo:ivehurthermannowiwasstressingso

muchwhatifsheloosesthisbabyagain?She

wontforgivemeever.

Mohau:howfaralongisshe?

Letlotlo:5weeksbuticouldfeelherstomach.I



dontwanttolooseanyofthem.Ijustwantmy

wifeback.Istoodupandtooktheplatesaway

becausehestartedcrying.Iwasntaboutto

watchagrownassmancrylikethat.
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RorisangMotaung.

WewerehavinglatelunchwithZaneleand

Zinhle.Theyhavejustrecentlyfoundoutiwas

pregnant.WellLetlotlotoldhisfriendsthenthe

wivesandhereweare.Iwontsaybeingaway

from him itseasy.Somenightsiwakeup

movingmyhandonthebedonlytorealisehe

isntthere.Ihaventseenhim inalmost2weeks

nowandicantdoitanymore.Ijustwantrun

intohisarmsandcry.Butiknowbetterthan

throwthetowelsoeasily.Mylawyergotbackto

andtheanswerwasntgood.Itwasaweekago

andshesaiddivorcesarentrushedincasewe



laterchangeourminds.Sotomorrowmorning

wehaveameetingwithLetlotloandhislawyer.

Me:guysithinkishouldgetgoingidontfeeltoo

well.

Zinhle:whatswrong?Icouldseeyouarenot

fineiwasscaredtoaskincaseioffendedyou.

Me:idontknowwhatiswrongbuti justwant

togohome.

Zanelewhowasnexttomehuggedme.Iwiped

mytearsandzinhlepaidthenweleft.Zanele

droppedmeofffirst.Welltheymadesureiwas

comfortablefirst.

Iwokeupthislatebecauseicouldntsleepthe

wholenight.Ionlysleptafterhavingtwocups

oftea.Ilastatethecakefrom theresturant

yesterdayeveningandim stillnothungry.I



drankacupofteathentookabath.Iworemy

matchingniketracksuitsandconverseiwas

reallyfeelingcoldandthejanuaryrainwas

pouring.Icheckedmytimeandiwas10min

late.Thewholedrivetothelawyersofficeiwas

nervous.Myhandswereevensweatingihave

boideawhy.

Me:im hereforameetingwithMrlanga.Isaid

tothereceptionistwhowasverysmartly

dressedwithhermakeupinpoint.

Shegavemeatagandaskedmetofollowhim.

Indeediwasverylatetheywereallalready

seated.

Ms'k:youare45minlateMrsMotaung.

Shesaidcheckingherwatch.

Me:im sorry.IavoidedlookingatLetlotlothen

greetedthem withoutaglance.



Mr'L:myclienthererefusestosign.

Ihuffed.

Me:Letlotlopleasejustletmego.

Him:youknowicantdothatbabe.Hesmiled

whenilookedathim.

Ms'k:shedoesntwantanythingsoidont

understandwhyyoudontwanttosign.Orits

thebabyyoudonotwanttotakecareof?

Mr'L:becausehestillloveshiswifeandlikeyou

saidsheispregnantandthehormonesare

probablyinfluencinghertodothis.Whydontwe

waittillshegivesbirth?

Me:thatlikemonthsawayLetlotlocomeonjust

singthedamnpapers.

Hejustlookedawaysmiling.

Ms'k:calm downplease.



Ibreathedinandout.

Me:canweleavethisisalluseless.

Ms'k:wewilltalkonthephone.

ShesaiddirectingtoLetlotlo'slawyer.Istood

butifeltdizzyandsatdownagain.

Ms'k:areyouokay.

Me:yeahijustneedwater.Letlotlogavemea

glassofwater.Afterifinisheddrinkingifeltmy

stomachturn.

Letlotlo:whatswrongbabe?

Me:nothingim fine.

Istoodupwalkedfasttothedoorbutbeforei

couldreachitifeltdizzyagainbutthistimei

feltweakanddroppedtothefloor.

○●○●○●○●

Beepbeepbeepbeep.



Iopenedmyeyesslowlyandlookedaround.I

sawablurryfigurepacingaround.Iclosedmy

eyestryingtorememberwhathappened.Ifelta

handtouchmineiopenedmyeyes.

Him:mylovehowareyoufeeling?

Me:im fine.Hehelpedmeupandgaveme

somewatertodrink.Hepressedabuttonand

minuteslateradoctorwalkedin.Hewasindian

andveryverycute.

Doc:Mrsmow-tar-ung.Helaughedabitashe

saidthat.

Doc:howareyoufeeling?

Me:ifeelgoodwhatiswrong?

Him:hhm letsseeyouhaventbeeneatingyou

alsohavehighbloodputtingbothyouandyour

babyindanger.

Me:sowhencanigohome?



Doc:nottoday.Letlotlowasjustlookingatme.

Hetookmyvitalsandeverythingelsethenleft.

Letlotlo:whatdoyouwanttoeat?

Me:im nothungry.

Him:youhaventhadanythingtoeattoday

Rorisang.

Me:so?Isaidim nothungry.

Him:ifanythinghappenstoourbabyiwont

forgiveyou.

Hetookhiswatchandcufflinksonthetable

andleft.Itookmyphoneanditrangthe

momentiheldit.

Me:mommy.

Her:thankGodyouareokay.Rorisangdoyou

wantmetocomeupthereandbeatyour

ass?howcouldyou?



Me:ijustcantkeepanythingdownmamaandi

hatevomitting.

Her:butwhydontyoueatanythingsimpleand

thinkaboutthebabyRorisang.

Isighed.

Me:iwanttocomehomemama.

Her:whataboutyourhusbandisnthetaking

careofyou?

Me:heisneveraroundmama.Heevenrefused

tosignthedamnpapersiwanttocomehome

mama.Istartedcryingandshejustkepton

talking.Icouldntevenhearwhatshewas

saying.

Ihearedthedooropenandclosed.Iwipedmy

tearsandlistened.

Mom:babycalm down.Doyouwantmeto

comethere?Palesaleftwithherhusbandthis

morning.Theyarecomingthatsidelatertodayi



cancatchalift.

Me:okay.

Mom:letmestartpackingthen.Drinksome

waterandsleepiwillseeyoutomorrow

morning.

Me:iloveyoumama.

Her:iloveyoutoobaby.

Whydidmymothereverleavemeallthisyears?

Ithoughtmaybeshedidntlovemebutshe

reallydoesanditwarmsmyheart.Ineverhad

anyshouldertocryon.Nobodytowipemy

tearsandcomfortme.Nowsheishereandim

blessed.IlookedatLetlotlowhowastypingon

hisphonewhileholdingaplasticbagfrom

woolworths.Heputitonmythighsandsat

downstilltyping.Ireallywasnthungryeventhat

fruitcakeilovesomuchwouldntpass.I

removeditfrom mythighsAndputitonthe



table.

Letlotlo:eatthefoodRorisang.

Me:itoldyouim nothungry.

Him:idontwanttoarguejusteat.Isighedand

openedtheplasticbag.Thereweredriedfruits,

yoghurt,100%applejuiceandasiancabbage

salad.Iateafewspoonsoftheyoghurtbutitall

cameoutandithrewuponthebedandfloor.

Letlotlo:shit!!Areyouokay?

Hewasnowstandingnexttome.

Itriedtospeakbutvomittedagain.Anurse

rushedinandhelpedmegetoutofbed.Mylegs

werewobblythatLetlotlocarriedmetothe

smallbathroom.Itookoffthedressandthey

gavemeacleanhospitalgown.Ikneltnearthe

toiletandvomittedagain.Onlythistimeitwas

justwaterandabitofblood.Wheniwasdone

Letlotlocleanedmeandputmebacktobed.



Thapelohadcometoseemelaterandbrought

mechickenandmushroom soupandgarlic

rolls.Thatwasthebestfoodivehadindays.

Thefollowingdaymymotherstayedwithmend

Letlotlonevercame.Wellhedidcomebutnever

toseemejusttodropmymotheroffandpick

herup.Thapelowasalwaysheretoobringing

mefoodidontevenknowwhensheworked.

Todayiwasbeingdischargedafterawhole

week.Mybloodpressurewasnormalihadalso

gainedabitofweightandthebabybumpwas

therebutonlyifyouputyourhand.Itwasntthat

visible.Letlotloneverbotheredtocomeseeme

ithurtatfirstbutivecometorealisethatmaybe

him beingawayisgoodforme.Ireallyhate

fightingwithhim .Iworetheclothesmom

broughtforme.Shetookthebagandwewent

tosignmydischargepaperandcollectmypills.

IsawLetlotlofrom adistance.Hewasonthe



phonesmilingandlaughing.Whenwegotto

him helookedatmeonceandtookthebag

from mymotherthenwalkedaway.We

followedhim tohiscar.Heopenedthefront

seatformom andisatattheback.Whyishim

ignoringmehurt?Thisiswhatiwantedright?

Nowwhyam ihurt?Afterheputthebaginthe

boothegotinthecar.

Him:mamatonightiwillbuytakeawaysyou

donthavetocook.

Ma:noitsfineanythingisgood.

Hedrovebythemallandhegotoff.

Him:iwillbebacksoon.

Ma:areyouokay?

Me:yes.Youhavebeenstayingwithhim?

Ma:yesandwefetchedyourthingsfrom theflat.

Me:why?Sheshruggedhershoulders.



Ma:askhim.

Me:canwegohometomorrowidontwantyou

tolooseyourjob.

Her:iresigned.

Me:whatwhy?

Her:becauseiwanttobehereforyou.In

everythingbabyandiwantyoutotryandfix

yourmarriage.

Me:thereisnothingtofixanymore.Im done.

Ma:soyouwanttobealone?

Me:ihaveyoumama.

Ma:iwontbethereforever.Youneedsomeone

whowilltakecareofyouinawayicouldnt.

Isighedandjustkeptquiet.Letlotlocameback

withabagoffoodfrom spur.Hedrovetothe

houseandwhenididntgetoutmamagaveme

alookandiwentout.



Wehaddinnersilentlythenafteritookmy

medication.Mamawentyosleepandiwashed

thedishes.

Letlotlowenttoparkthecar.Iquicklywentto

thebedroom andtookmyclotheshewalkedin

asiwasalsowalkingout.

Him:whereareyougoing.

Me:totheguestroom.

Him:whatswrongwiththisroom?

Me:wearegettingdivorcedLetlotlosoidont

wanttocomplicatethings.

Heclickedhistongueandlockedthedoor.

Him:youaresleepinghereandwearenot

gettingdivorced.

Me:youdonottellmewhattodo.Idontwant

tobewithyouanymore.



Him:soyouwanttobewiththatzuluboy?I

neverthoughtyouarethatpersonRorisang.Ive

nevercheatedonyou,inevereventhought

aboutit.

Me:inevercheatedinyou.

Him:likeiwouldbelieveyou.Ifyouwantedtobe

onyourownyoucouldhavetoldmeandiwould

havefoundaplaceforyoutostay.Whatdoyou

thinkpeoplewouldsayiftheyfoundoutyou

wereleavingwithanotherman?Whilemarried

tome?

Me:iwasntcheatingonyou.Iwouldneverand

im notleavingyoubecauseofanotherman.

Him:whatever.Hewalkedaway.Ichangedwhen

irealisedhetookthekeys.Igotintobedand

fellasleepimmidiately.

○⠸⠸○



Iwokeuptosomebreakfastinbed.Healsoleft

apieceofpaperwritten"iloveyou.Havea

greatday."Andsomeheartsunder.Wasnthe

angrylastnight?Heisnowconfusing.My

phonerangasifinishedeating.

Itwashim.

Me:hello.

Him:howareyou?

Me:im goodandyou?

Him:okaybutabittiredimightbehomeearly.

Didyoueat?

Me:yesthanksforthebreakfast.

Him:anythingforyou.Callmewhenyouneed

somethingim offtoameetingnowbutmyp.a

willanswertheofficephone.

Me:alright.

Him:Rorisang.



Me:mmmh

Him:iloveyou.

Ikeptqueit.

Me:iloveyoutoo..

Him:thankyou.Hedroppedthecallandifelt

tearsstream downmyface.Whydoeshehave

tomakeeverythinghardforme.Ifixedthebed

andtookashower.Wheniwasdoneifound

mamaholdingaglassofwaterandmypills.

Her:doyouhaveanymorningsicknesses.

Me:noiguessim lucky.Howdidyousleep?

Shesighedandsatonthesmallcouchafter

givingmethewaterandpills.

Her:yourfathercalled.

Me:whatdoeshewant?

Her:hewantustocometohishouse.Heissick

Rorisangandhesaidhewantedtoapologise.



Me:youcango.

Shelookedatmeandnodherhead.

Her:iwillwaittillyouarereadythen.

aarghshejustwontletitgo.
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RorisangMotaung.

IlookedatmyphoneagaindialedLetlotlo's

numberbutdidntcall.Ivebeenconteplatingon

callinghim foralmost10minnow.Mama

walkedintothehouseholdingthetraywith

glasses.

Her:whatdidhesay?

Me:didntcallhim.Letsjustdrivetheremama



please.

Her:youcangoiwanttosleepforabit.Isighed

andsatonthecouch.Shetookmyphoneand

calledLetlotlothenputthephoneonmyear.

Letlotlo:mylove.Areyouokay?

Me:uhm yeahareyoustillatwork?

Him:yesdidyouneedanything.

Me:iwantedpumpkinleavesbutidonteven

knowwheretogetthem.Oranykindofspinach

isfine.Butifyouaretoobusyicangoaround

lookingforit.

Him:itoldnottodrivesoiwillgolookforitafter

mymeetingnow.

Me:ohkihopeyouarenotlate.

Helaughed.

Him:well7oftheexecutivesaregivingme

looksandtherestaresmiling.



Iquicklydroppedthecallandlaughed.Why

wouldheanswermycallwhenheisina

meeting.Irushedtothekitchenandtookout

somemeatandafewveggies.Ipeeledthe

potatoesandputthem aside.Anhourlateri

wasdonecookingjustwaitingforthelambto

roast.Someoneknockedandiopenedthedoor

smiling.

Me:hellocanihelpyou.

Sheturnedaroundandsmiledatme.Shewas

holdingthreeblackplasticbags.

Her:himynameisLeratoim hereforMrs

motaung.

Me:oohLeratothep.apleasecomein.She

lookedayearortwoolderthanme.Shehadin

someheavymake-upandweave.From her

neckdownyoucouldseethetoneonherface

waslighter.

Her:im inarushicametogivethistoMrs



motaung.

Me:oohkthanksiwillmakesureshegetthem.

Her:ohkaythanksbye.Shelookedaroundthe

houseonceandleft.Iwasinsuchagreatmood

todayandiwouldntletanythingruinmyday.

Afteritookmyshoweriwenttothekitchenbut

foundThapeloandMohaudrinkingsomejuice.

Thapelo:heyyou.Shesaidgivingmeahug.

Me:youlookbeautiful.

Her:iwasattendingaconference.

Mohau:andyouoverdressedmylove.She

blushedmakingMohaulaugh.

ThefrontdooropenediknewitwasLetlotloso

heprobablywenttothebedroom before

cominginhere.

Me:ihopeyouarehungrybecauseicookeda



feasttonight.

Mohaulaughedandshookhishead.

Him:wellim hungrybutihopeyoumadesome

meattogowithyoumint?

Me:mint?

Thapelo:moroho.Shesaidlaughingandijoined

her.IdidntknowthissidetoMohau.

Idishedupfourplatesbecausemamahad

alreadyeatenandwassleeping.Shesaidshe

wasntfeelingokayandiwasworried.Letlotlo

tookashowerandjoinedusandhewas

suprisedtoseehisbrother.

Weateourfoodsilentlywhilewatchingamovie

andthemenweredrinkingbeer.Itwasafriday

meaningthetwinswerewithThapelo'smother.

Thapelotookthedishestothekitchenbecause

iwasnowfeelingconstipatedandcouldnt



move.

Him:doesithurt?

Ishookmyheadbecauseifeltifispokeiwould

justfart.Isatforafewminutesandstoodup

slowly.Iwenttothenearestbathroom andsat

down.Thenireleasedmyfartitwassilentand

long.Ifeltrelievedafterthatandwentback.

Letlotlo:areyouokay?

Me:mmh.Mohaulookedatmeasisatonthe

couchfarfrom Letlotlo.

Mohau:iseverythingokay?

Heaskedme.

Me:yeahim justabituncomfortable.Itookthe

throwandcoveredmyself.

Thapelo:maybeyoushouldgotosleep.

Me:nomanicantleaveyouhere.

Mohau:wewillbefine.Abutipleasetakecareof



her.Im abittipsysoThapiandiwillcrashinthe

guestroom.

Hewasntevenasking.

Letlotlocarriedmethebedroom andwhenhe

putmeonthebedifartedmakinghim laughs.

Him:mmmhbabythatwasabomb.

Me:mxm itsyourbabynotme.

Him:dontlie.Isthatwhyyouwere

uncomfortable?

Inodmyheadandsmiled.

Him:mmhbutnexttimedontholditinbabe.He

laughedsomemore.

ThingsbetweenLetlotloandiarenormal.We

aremostlylikeroommates.Wearenoteven

intimateoranything.Sometimesitsreallyhard

thatijustwanthim toholdmetightlyasifall

asleep.Ortellmehelovesmelikehedid



everynightandday.Sometimesiwanthim

closetome.

Mystomachwasnowshowingjustalittlebitifi

waswearingsomethingtight.Iwipedmyself

andappliedlotiontomybody.Istoppedbythe

mirrioranddroppedthetowel.Iranmyhand

overmycutesmallbabybumb.Ialwaysdothis

wheneverim naked.Theblacklinewasnow

darkerandstraight.Mybreastwereabitbigger

andfull.Letlotlowalkedinandstoppertolook

atme.

Him:hasshestartedkickingyet?

Iturnedtolookathim.

Me:youwantagirl?

Him:yes.

Me:butiwantaboywearehavingaboycan

feelit.



Him:whatever.Hewalkerclosertomeandput

hishandsonmywaistthenmovedtomy

stomachslowlymakingmeshiver.Iclosedmy

eyesandlethim touch.Suprisinglyhesmelt

verygood.Hewasverysweatyfrom thejoghe

justtook.Mybackwasonhischesthisheadon

myneck.

Him:imissyou.Imissholdingyoulikethis

everyday.Pleaseforgivememylove.Iwould

doanythingtohaveyouforgivemebabe.

Me:howdoitrustyouagain?Thisislike

betrayal.Iwantyoutoputusbeforeanybody

elsebutyoualwaysfailtodothat.Atfirstyou

didntwantyourfamilytotreatmebadlybut

nowyouhavethem areasontodoso.You

knowevenPalesaturnedherbackonme.You

havenoideahowmuchyouhavehurtme

Letlotlo.

Him:inowknowbabeim reallysorryplease

forgivethisstupidman.Isighedandshookmy



head.

Heturnedmearoundandwipedmytearsaway.

Him:iwantyoutobehappyandhaveahealthy

pregnancy.Idontwantustoloosethisbaby.I

wanttohaveafamilytoowithyouandoutbaby.

Me:youarenotreadyLetlotlo.Ifyoualwaysrun

toyourbrothersandtellthem ourissues.Do

youknowLehakwecalledmeandcalledmeall

sortsofnastynames.Thatim ahoeandifed

youlovepotion?

Him:hedidwhat?

Me:itdoesntmatterLetlotlothepointisyou

cannotalwaysdiscusswhathappenswithinour

marriagewithyourbrothers.Ifyouhada

problem withmeyoucouldtoldmeso.You

thinkifweweretofixourmarriagethings

wouldgobacktonormal?Itwouldnever

becauseiwouldwanttobemyownwomen.I

wouldnotallowyoutakecareofmeknowing



youwouldruntoyourbrotherswhenyouget

tired.Iwouldneverconfideinyoubecauseyou

willgotothem.Idonthavesiblingstofightfor

melikeyoursdoes.

Hemovedandsatonthebed.Isearchedfor

clothesandworethem.

Him:whydidntyoutellme?

Me:letitgoLetlotlonothingwilleverbethe

same.Ourtrustisbroken.

Him:butwecantryandfixitbabe.Idontwant

tobeawayfrom youorourbaby.Pleasejust

givemeachance.

Me:no.Hurryupandchangebecauseiwont

waitanylonger.

Him:Rorisangplease.Itookmyhandbagand

wenttoeat.Wheniwasdonemamatookmy

dishandwasheditwhilesinging.Letlotlo



walkedinandmamagavehim hisplate.I

stoodupandwenttofetchmyphoneandalso

fixmymakeup.

Walkingintothekitchenisawmamahugginga

cryingLetlotlo.

Ma:stoptalkingandshowherhowmuchshe

meanstoyou.Idontreallyknowherthatwell

butwhatiknowisthatsheisntamaterealistic

person.

Letlotlo:iknowmamaiwasstupidtoconfidein

Lehakwe.Heruinedmymarriagewhilehisis

fine.IloveRorisomuchmamaandicantloose

heridontwantto.

Hesniffedandwipedhistears.Myheartached

butistilldontthinkeverythingwilleverbefixed.

iwipedmyowntears

Ma:youneedtodecidewhatismoreimportant



toyoubecauseiwontletmyonlydaughterstay

inafamilywheresheisntwanted.

Letlotlo:myfamilydoesntknowthismamaonly

mysiblings.

Ijustwalkedintothebathroom andbangedthe

doorabithardttoletthem knowiwasclose.I

checkedmyfacethenwalkedout.Thisisntthe

timetobeweak.

Letlotloavoidedlookingatmesinceweleftthe

house.Heparkedthecaroutsidethehospital

andopenedmydoor.Heeventookmyhand

bagandheldmyhanditfeltgood.Wesatdown

bythewaitingareawhilereadingsomebooks

aboutbeinganewmom.Iwasfeelingabittired

soiputmyheadonhisshoulderandclosedmy

eyes.

Him:areyouokay?

Me:mmmhim justtiredandabithungry.



Him:toldyoutheoatsshouldjustbeasnack.

Letmegoandbuyyousomethingwhatdoyou

need?

Me:isawawoolworthstorecloseby.

Him:okayletmegoquickly.

Wedidnthaveanappointmentsowewere

waitinginlineafterabout15people.

IkeptoncheckingthedoorforLetlotlobuthis

brotherandwifewalkedin.WhenPalesasaw

meshestoppedlookingshockedbutquickly

recoveredandfollowedherhusbandwhile

holdingherhandbag.Thehusbandwash

pushingthetwinstrollerthathadbagsonthem.

Theysatdown6seatsawayfrom me.Theysaw

mebutdidntevenacknowledgeme.Afew

minuteslaterLetlotlowalkedinandjustpassed

them too.Wellhereallydidntseebecausehe

wassmilingatmesincehewalkedin.



Me:whatdidyoubuy?

Him:someareinthecarbutibroughtwhati

thoughtyouwouldlikebest.Icheckedthe

plastictherewasasandwichjuiceandlays

snacks.

Me:nocake?ipoutedandhelaughed.

Him:itsinthecaryouwillhaveitathome.

Ismiled.

Me:youarespoilingme.Helookedatmeand

quicklystoleakissleavingmeblushing.

Him:becauseiloveyou.Hekissedmycheeck

again.

"Abuti"webothturnedandsawLehakwe

lookingatus.

Letlotlo:Lehakwewhatareyoudoinghere?

Lehakwe:ibroughtthetwinsfortheircheckup.



HesaidpointingtowardsPalesawhowas

breastfeeding.shewavedatLetlotlowho

wavedback.

Letlotlo:aretheyohk?

Lehakwe:yesyoushouldcomevisitthem.

Letlotlo:yeahiwantustodiscusssomethingi

mightjustdrivetoyourhousefrom here.

Lehakwe:iseverythingohk?

Letlotlo:wewilltalkmandontworry.Hesaid

ohkandwentbacktohisseat.Letlotloopened

thejuiceandgaveittome.

Him:dontchokedrinksome.

Ididandwhenifinishedilaidmyheadonhis

lap.Hebrushedmyhairbackasheplayeda

quizgameonhisphone.

Him:whatistheanswer?

Ilookedathisphoneandansweredwronghe

laughed.



Me:aahbabydontlaughhowmanytimesdid

youfail.

Hekeptquietandthensmiled.

Him:theanswerispearhowdumbarewe?

Me:atleastitried.

Webothplayedthegametillitwasourturn.

Doc:sowhatseemstobetheproblem?

Me:wellicantsleepatnightbecauseifeeltoo

constipatedorbloatedAndihavethesetoo.

Pulledupmyshirtandshowedherthegreen

vainonmyhand.Shelookedatittookaneedle

andpulledthebloodout.Itwasactuallyblood

clots.

Doc:itsnothingbigbutyoushouldtrytorest

andoutyourfeetuponapillowtohelpwith

bloodflow.Alsostopsleepingonyourstomach.

Howdidsheknow.



Me:icanthelpit.

Doc:welltry.Heretakethreeeverymorning.

Letlotlo:thankyoudoc.

Shethencheckedonmeandthebabyandwe

werebothfine.Whenweweredonewedroveto

ourresturantandhadlunchthere.Wefound

mamawatchingt.vandlaughing.Wegaveher

thefoodandiwenttorestbecauseiwastired.

Letlotlocameinasiwastakingoffmyshoes.

Him:ithoughtyouwouldwanttocomewithme.

Me:im tiredandhedoesntwantmeinhishouse.

Him:babeplease.

Me:youmadethismessnowfixit.

Him:ohkfine.Hehelpedpullmyjeanoutand

tookouthisshirtandgaveittome.Ilookedat

him ashelookedatmybodythensighed.His

lustfilledeyessaideverything.

Me:canyouturnontheairconitshothere.



Him:really?Whydontyoutakeashowerthen.

Isighedandstoodup.Istoodinfrontofhim

andhelookedconfused.

Him:what?

Me:iwantyoutokissme.

Him:areyouserious?

Ihuffedandstoodonmytoeskissinghim.I

unbuckledhisbeltunzippedhisjeansandlet

them drop.Hepickedmeupandkickedhis

jeansoff.Hebitmynecksoftlyandimoaned.I

missedhim andwewerebothhorny.

☆Guyspleasehearme.Im notstoppingwith

thebataungwives.Whenitsnearingitsendi

willletyallknow.Theotheronewillstartafter

this.☆
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PalesaMotaung.

Ibathedbabyrefuwesincehewasawake.

Lehakwehasbeenhandsonwiththetwinsand

iwashappy.Hewasalwaysherehelping.

Duringthedayheishereandwotksnightshift.

Wheniwasdoneiputhim tobednexttohis

sleepingbrother.Thisisjustaroutine.Every

morningtheywakeupifeedthem andletthem

playthenbaththem.BytheLehakwearrives

theyaresleepingandheresttootilltheywake

upandhespentstimewiththem.Hehadtaken

maternityleaveandlastnightwashislastshift.

Ihearedthedooropenthenfollowedbyvoices.

Iwashedthesmallbabybasinandcleanedthe

room.Iwillbaththeothertwinwhenhewakes

up.Ialsowenttowearsomethingdecentand



rememberedtotiemystomach.

WalkingintotheloungeLehakwekissedmeand

ledmetothecouchfacingLetlotlo.

IgreetedasLehakwesatnexttome.Letlotlo

clearedhisthroateeturnedtolookathim.

Letlotlo:Palesaineedtoknowwhathappened

betweenyouandmywife?

Me:uhm nothingwhydoask?

Letlotlo:youtwodonttalkanymore.Welliknow

whyshedoesntcomehereanymorebutwhy

dontyou?

Me:ijustgavebirthandmybabiesarefragile

formetobegoingtoyourhouse.

Him:iseesoyouevenblockedhercalls?

Ilaughedandshookmyhead.

Me:ididnot.HetookoutRori'sphoneunlocked



itandgaveittome.

Him:callyournumber.

Idialedmynumberandputitinmyear.Itdidnt

evenringitjustbeepedandwentoff.Iwas

confused.Igavehim backthephoneandtook

outmine.Icheckeditandfoundhernumber

blocked.

Me:itsblocked.Lehakwe?

Lehakwe:ididntwantyoutalkingtoher.

Me:why?

Lehakwe:sheisbadinfluence.

Letlotlolaughed.

Letlotlo:soitstrue?HowdareyouLehakwe

aftereverythingidid?

Lehakwelookeddown.

Me:whatisgoingon?

Lehakwe:canyoupleasegiveusaminuteineed



totalktomybrotherprivately.

Letlotlo:nosheneedstohearthis.Tellyour

wifeyouarelustingovermywife.

IlookedatLehakweandhelookedaway.

Me:Lehakwetellmethisisnttrue?

Lehakwe:itsnottruebabeiswear.Yesididat

firstwhenourparentsplantedtheideathati

hadtosleepwithher.Thatswhyitriedbyall

meanstohelpthem gtpregnant.Iswearabutii

dontlookatyourwifelikethat.Mamatebatso

istheonewhotoldmewehadtomakeher

leaveiswearididntmeananyharm ithought

youdidntloveherandshedidnttooim really

sorry.

Me:really?Sothatiswhatshealwayscallsyou?

Youagreedtobrakeyourbrothersmarriagefor

what?

Lehakwe:istillneededhim toassistmewithmy

business.



Me:soitsaboutmoney?youareadoctor

Lehakweyouearnenoughtostartyourown

businesswithouthisfinancialhelp.

Letlotlo:icantbeleiveyouwoulddothistome.

Lehakwe:im reallysorryabutibutpleaselookat

itfrom myperspective.Everyonewasscared

youwouldreallycutthem off.Youknowalotof

ourfamilydependonyouforfinancialhelp?

Letlotlo:whatisitthatthisfamilydoesforme?

NothingLehakwe.Imarriedthewomenilove.

Shelovesandcaresaboutmemorethan

anyoneofyoudo.Nobodyinthisbloodyfamily

truelyknowwhatihadtodotobewhereim

today.Youknowididntevenfinishmymatric

becauseiwasntthatbrightinschool.Nonof

yousupportedmeyetwhenimadeityouall

cameontomelikeioweallofyou.Iowenonof

youLehakwe.From todayonwardsidontever

wanttoseeyouandwhoeveryouareworking

withtosabotagemymarriage.Tellyouraunti



knowsheistheonewhofedmywifemutitokill

myfirstbaby.Heclickedhistongueandstood

up.ButbeforehewalkoutLehakwespoke.

Lehakwe:icareaboutyouAbutialot.Ijustugh

ineedthisbusinesstoseeitthru.Allthisi

mightlooseeverythingwithjustasimple

mistake.Uhm myqualificationsareallfake..

Letlotloturnedandlookedathim confused.

Me:what?

Lehakwe:comeonyouknowiiddnteven

perfectlypassmyfirstyearclassesthatgood.

Whenifailedmyfourthyearididntwantto

disappointyou.Youdideverythingformeabuti.

Ididntwanttodisappointyouormymother.

Letlotlo:whatthehelliswrongwithyou?Noyou

knowwhatim outofhereandim done.He

bangedthedooronhiswayout.



Ialsostoodupandwenttocheckonourbabies.

IwasangryatLehakwe.Whywouldhedosuch

athing.Ireallydontknowthemanimarried.

Tshehofatsowasnowawakeandjustwiggling

onthebedhisthumbonhismouth.Wehad

namedthem Refuweandtshehofatso.Like"we

aregivenblessings".Ididntagreeatfirsti

wantednamesthatwouldgotogether.Like

thaboandthabangkindofnamesbutheyi

lovedTshehofatsomore.

Lehakwewalkedinasifinishedbathingtsheho

andhehadachangeofclothes.

Him:canwepleasetalk?

Me:notnowplease.

Him:im reallysorrybabe.Iwantedtotellyou

butwasafraidyouwouldleaveme.

Me:whatmakesyouthinkiwanttostaynow?



Helookedtakenback.

Him:tellmeyouarejokingplease.Palesaulove

youpleasedontleaveme.

Me:quityourjobthen.

Him:notnowweneedtopayupthishousefirst

andyourcarthem iwillquitiswear.

Me:whatcar?

Herubbedhisheadlookingaway.

Him:didisaycarnoimeantmycar.

Me:yourcarispaidup.

Him:justthreemonthspleaseipromise.The

businessisalreadyupandrunning.

Me:whatifyougetcaught.Youfacejailtime

Lehakwewehavekidstoraise.Wecanjustfind

anapartmentandrentcutourexpenses.

Him:fineiwillgiveinmyresignationletterand

servemymonthnotice.



Me:thankyou.Hetooktshehofrom me.

Him:iloveyouandidontwanttolooseyou.

Me:youneedtoapologisetoRorisangandyour

brother.

Him:idontknowwheretostart.

Me:figureitout.Icantbelievemyrelationship

withRorisangbrokebecauseofyou.

RorisangMotaung.

Letlotlowalkedinandjustpassedmymother

andiwhilewatchingt.v.Mymotherletgoof

mylegsandilookedather.

Her:helookedangrygotalktohim.

Me:aowamamakelapilenna(nomaim tired.)

Her:Rorisangiwasntaskingyou.

Me:Mamaiwilltalktohim whenheiscalm.



Lookatmyfeet.

Her:Rorisang.

Ihuffedandstoodup.Iworemyshoes.Iwas

abouttogoupthestairsbuthecamedown

wearingsweatpantsavestandhadhisipod

andearphonesinhands.

Me:whereareyougoing?

Him:im goingforaruniwillbeback.Hekissed

myforeheadandwalkedout.

Ijustshruggedandsatbackdown.

Me:whyisntheatwork?

Mama:youareaskingtheerongpersongirly.Im

cravingforthatsampofyours.

Ilaughedshakingmyhead.Ilovewhoever

camewiththe30minsamptheymadethings

justeasierforus.



Ifinishedcooking3hoursLaterandLetlotlohas

beenbackforjustanhour.Iwashedmyhands

andtookoutourplates.

Mama:sitdowniwilldishupyouhavebeenon

yourfeetfortoolong.

Me:thanksmaiwillgocallLetlotlo.

Igottoourroom andhewasworking.He

lookedprettyseriouswithglasseson.

Me:babe.Isatonthecouchnearhim.

Helookedupandputhisglassedonhis

forehead.

Him:whatsup?Helookedcalm now.

Me:letsgoeatim donecooking.

Him:yeahiwillbedownsoonletmefinishup

here.

Me:ohk.Istoodupandwalkedout.Mama

blessedourfoodandwewenttoeachwhile

watchingherfavouriteindianseries.Wheni



wasonmysecondplateirealisedLetlotlodidnt

takehisfood.Iwentbacktohim andhewas

sleepinghislaptoponhisthighsitookitand

savedwhathewaswrittingandpackeduphis

papers.Ishookhim andhejumped.

Him:shit.

Me:sorrypleasecomeandeat.

Him:im nothungry.

Me:youhaventhadanythingsinceyoucame

backbabeimadesamp.Ipoutedandhe

sighed.Myphonerangandievenforgothestill

haditwithhim.Helookedatitandgaveitme.

ItwasPalesasoididntanswerit.Whatdidshe

wantafterignoringmeforsolong?

Iwenttotakeashowerandthengottobed

nexttoLetlotlowhowasvideocallingMohau.

Him:idontknowmanbutim done.



Mohau:wowididntthinkhewouldstoopsolow.

Howdidheevengetthejobs?

Him:gotalktohim .

Mohau:yeahiwillgoodnightgreetRoriforme.

Him:iwillgoodnight.Hedroppedthecalland

threwthephoneonourfeet.Hepulledmeto

hischestandkissedmyforehead.

Iwokeupwhenihearedmovementintheroom.

ItwasstilldarkandLetlotlowasntinbed.

Isatupandsawhim gettingdressed.

Me:whereareyougoing?

Hestoppedandturnedtheroom lightson.

Him:therehasbeenanaccidentineedtogo.

Me:where?Hedidntanswermeinsteadheleft

runningout.Itextedhim tellinghim tobesafe.

Whataccidentishetalkingabout.



Inthemorninghewasstillnotbackandhis

phoneisoff.Ihadnobodytocall.Iworeproper

clothestookmycarkeys.Iwasalreadybythe

doorwhenhewalkedin.Iquicklyhuggedhim

andheheldmetightly.

Me:areyouokayiwasworrieswhyisyour

phoneoff?Whathappenediseverythingohk?

Him:yesbabeletmeshoweriwillexplainwhen

im done.

Inodmyheadandwenttomakehim food.
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Myphonerangasiwascookingandmama



broughtitforme.

Me:heyZanele.

Shesniffed.

Me:sisiwhatiswrong?areyouokay?

Her:uhm yeaheverythingisfine*sniff*uhm is

myhusbandthereinyourhousehisphoneisoff.

*sniff*

Me:hedidcomeinthemorningbutheleftwith

Letlotlogoingtothehospital.Areyouokay

marafriend?

Shekeptqueitthendroppedthecall.Ilookedat

myphonethendecidedtocallhersisterZinhle.

Zinhle:Rorihey.

Me:heyZeehowareyou?

Her:im goodyouandthebaby?

Me:wearebothfine.Lookuhm ijustgotacall

from Zaneleithinkshewascryingiseverything



ohk.

Shekeptqueittoo.

Me:Zeewhatisgoingim worriedabouther.

Zee:sheisgoingthrusomeissuesinher

marriageifshewantedyoutoknowshewould

havetoldyou.

Me:ohhohk..

Zee:yeahivegottogo.

Shedroppedthecall.Welliputthephoneaway

andcontinuedcooking.

LaterthatdayLetlotlocamebackwithZanele's

husband.Idishedupforeveryone.Whenweall

finishedeatingtheybothwenttositoutside

andmamaandiwatchedt.vtogether.

ItookoutmyphoneandcalledZanele.

Zanele:Rorisang



Me:heydidyoumanagetogetholdofyour

husband?

Zanele:noishebackthere?

Me:yesshouldigivehim thephone?

Her:sheimpragnatedanotherwomenadnow

heranaway.

Me:what?Andheishidinginmyhouse?

Shelaughed.

Her:iburnedhiscarandcuthiscreditcards.

Me:thenibethewillhavenochoicebutto

comebackhomebecauseim kickinghisass

out.

Her:thankyoufriend.

Me:dontsweatit.Iknowyouwoulddothe

same.

Her:welltheminutehegetshereiwillbe

dressedandreadytogoout.Im goingtoshow



him twocanplaythisgame.

Me:dontloweryourstandardsbecauseofhim.

Shelaughed.

Her:dontworryim sleepingatahotelandwe

comebackinthemorninglookingabitmessy.

Webothlaughedandiquicklydroppedthecall

whenthetwomanwalkedbackin.

Me:babepleasefollowmesowecantalk.

Hescratchedthebackofhisheadlooking

reluctantbutstillfollowedme.Isatonthebed

andheclosedthedoorthensatnexttome.

Him:iseverythingohk?

Me:youtellme?

Him:whatareyoutalkingabout?

Me:Letlotloyouwokeupinthemiddleofthe

nightandleftmeinbedrushingtoGodknows

where.Thenwhenyoucomebackyoudonttell



meathingyoujusttakeabatheatandleave

again.Nowwhatiswrongthere?

Him:iwasgoingtotellyoubabyitsjustthat

everythingisjustcomplicated.

Me:ifyouwanttouncomplicatethingstellyour

friendtoleaveourhouseandgobackhometo

fixhismarriage.

Him:oohshetoldyou.

Me:ofcourseshedid.Nowgoonandtellhim to

gohome.

Him:zaneleisntohkrightnowbabesheisvery

impulsive.

Me:Letlotlotellyourfriendtoleavenow.

Istoodupandwenttochageintomynightwear.

Hecamebackandsatonthebedlooking

fastrated.



Him:yourfriendputapregnantwomenina

comaRorisangdidshetellyouthat?

Me:themistress?Iwouldhavekilledher.I

wouldevencustrateyouifyoudaredcheaton

me.

Heswallowed.

Him:thisisntaboutus.

Me:im disappointedinyouLetlotlo.Howcould

youbringacheatingmanintomyhouseand

evenworsesupporthisshananigans?Iswearto

Godifyoudaredevenlookingatanother

womenthewayyouknowyoushouldntiwill

makeyourlifemiserable.

Him:iwouldnevercheatonyouever.

Me:iknowyouarejustsaying.

Him:aah.Hethrewhishandsintheair.Itexted

Zaneleandtoldherthehusbandisonhisway.

Letlotlotookashowerthenjoinedmeinbed.



Hewasntsureifheshouldtouchmeornot.

Me:isthathowwesleepnow?

Hesighedandpulledmetohisembrace.

Monthslater.

Islowlygotoffthebedandwenttopee.Iwiped

myselfandthenbrushedmyteeth.Iwasnow

sevenmonthsandverybig.Iworemygown

thenwenttothekitchen.Letlotlowaswhistling

whilemakingsomeoatsformeandpancakes

too.

Me:morningdaddy.

Ihuggedhim andheturnedaroundkissingmy

forehead.

Him:whyareyouawake?

Me:im hungry.Hesmiledandtookoutabowl



forme.Mamawalkedinandgreetedus.

Mama:ispoketoyourcousinandheisgonna

comecheckouttheroom first.

Letlotlo:didhesayhowlongitcouldtake?

Mama:im notreallysure.Whendidthedoctor

saysheisdue?

Letlotlo:aweekortwomaximum.

Me:whycantwesharethebedwiththebabytill

twoorthreemonths.

Mama:youknowicantjustwalkintoyourroom

anywayilike.

Isighedshakingmyhead.

Letlotlo:wewillsleepwithhertheninthe

morningiwilltakehertoherroom.

Mama:itsagirl?Whydidntyoualltellme?She

clappedherhandsandijustrolledmyeyes.



Me:itsnotagirlmamawedontknowyet.

Mama:why?

Me:hewantsittobeasuprise.

Letlotlo:andihaveafeelingitsagirl.

Mama'sphonerangandshelookedatmeand

stooduptoanswer.

Me:whyareyoulookingatmelikethat?

Him:uhm iwaswonderingifwegetahelper?

Listenbabyiknowwetalkedaboutitbutafter

yougivebirthyourmotherwillbelookingafter

youandhelpingwiththebaby.Idontwanther

tooverworkherself.

Me:itsfinebutineedanolderwomen.Idont

wanthernearmybaby.

Hesighedthenkissedmyforehead.

Mamacamebackinandsatdownfacingme.



Ma:Rorisanguhm yourfatherpassedaway.

Ijustclosedmyeyesandfeltherhugme.

Ma:iam sorrybaby.Isighedandgotoutofher

embraceandstoodup.Islowlywalkedtoour

room.Hehatedmebutilovedhim verymuch.

Ifellonmykneesnearthebedandcried.The

dooropenedandLetlotloquicklyrushedtome

pickedmeupandputmeonthebed.

Me:heisgoneLetlotlomyfatherisnomore.

Him:im sorrybabeitwillgetbetterwithtime

pleasestopcrying.

Me:ithurtssomuch.Hewantedtotalktome

butirefused.Hebeggedmeandirefused.

Him:sssshhbabytakeiteasyforourbaby

please.Inodmyheadrepeatedly.

Iwokeupwithaheadacheandmyphonemy

ringing.



Me:koki.Shestartedsniffing.

Her:ausiidontknowwhattodo.

Me:itsgoingtobefinepleasscomedown.

Her:itwontitneverwill.

Me:didauntarriveyet?

Her:shewillbeheresoon.Willyoucometoo

right?Mamaisalsosickshecanttakecareof

everythingalone.

Me:iwillbetheretoo.

ThedooropenedandLetlotlowalkedin.

Him:heybabehowareyoufeeling?

Me:idontknow.WhereisMama?

Him:sheispacking.Ivealsopackedourbags

too.

Me:youhaveworkLetlotlo.

Him:aweekwonthurt.



Me:noiwantyoutotakethattimeafterigive

birth.

Him:fineiwilldriveyoutwothereandcome

backoriwillworkfrom theofficeinHarrysmith.

Me:ohk.Whendowego?

Him:inanhourwillthatbeokay?

Me:iwillcallKoketsoandletherknow.

Him:whydontwesleepatyourmothershouse

andwewillgoseethem inthemorning?

Me:wewillseewhattimewearrive.

Him:ohklove.Hepushedthetwosuitcasesand

wheeledthem out.Iwonderwhathepackedfor

me.Ichangedmyclothesandthentookbaby

stuffjustincase.Itwasafridaytodayandthe

roadmightbebusy.Somepeoplemightalsobe

drivinghome.

Howareyoufeeling?Wasthefirstquestionmy



motheraskedme.

Me:ireallydontknowma.

Her:comehere.Shepulledmeintoherwarm

arms.Icouldnthelpbutcrytoo.Shepulled

awayandwipedmytears.Wehadlunchthen

Letlotlotolduswecouldleave.Iwassupriseto

seeMohauandhisfamilyalsoparkedoutside.

Thapelocameoutandhuggedme.Shesaid

theywerecomingwithusandwouldcomeback

latesunday.Iwasverythankful.

Wegottoourfirstpitstopbecauseiwantedto

pee.Therewasasteerssotheyallwentthere

tositwhileLetlotloaccompaniedmetotheloo.

Hewaitedoutside.Ididmybusinessandwent

out.

Me:theskirtdoesntwanttozipupanymore.He

turnedmearoundandzippedit.

Him:Itmakesmehappytoseeyoupregnant.I



cantbelieveyouarecarryingourfamilyinthere.

Ifrowened..thatsoundsweird.

Me:ofcourseyougettosaythatyouarenotthe

onewhogetstopushabigheadoutofyou.

Thethoughtofhavingmyownfamilysounds

amazingbutthepartofhavingtopushouta

wholebabyoutofmescarestheshitoutofme.

Him:youareastrongwomenbabeifother

womencandoitthenyouwalkrightthruit.

Ishakemyheadwonderingjusthowdillusional

heis.Childbirthischildbirthithurts.

Me:justbethankfulyouhaveapenisandnota

vjayjay.Igrumble.Helaughsagain.

Him:youknowthathasneverbeenonmywish

listbutnowthatyoumentionitimightjustadd

it.

Theladiesstandinginlinenearuslaughs.



Heisteasingmebutijustnod.

Me:iappreciatethethought.Isaywalkingaway.

Hepullsmeclosekissingmyforehead.

Wegetbackontheroadandifallasleeptillwe

arrive.Itwas5pm whenwearrivedsowe

droppedmamaanddrovehome.Weparked

outsidethehouseandigotout.Koketsowas

thefirsttoseeme.Sherantomeandwe

huggedasshecried.ShegreetedLetlotloand

wewalkedinsidethehouse.Hermotherssister

theonethathatedmemorewasbusycooking

onthestove.

Igreetedandshekeptqueit.Ididntreallycare.

ButshegreetedbackwhenLetlotlodid.Kokiled

metothebedroom whereifoundhermother

andgrandmasittingonthematress.Dadwas

heronlyson.Nowsheonlyhadauntastheonly

survivingchild.Mygrandmotherdidntlikeme



andineverknewwhy.Igreetedandsatdown.

Butsittingontheplasticchairwas

uncomfortablesoisatontheedgeofthe

matress.

Granny:whyareyoulate?

Me:lateforwhat?

Her:youshouldhavebeenherehoursagowhen

yougotthenewswastoldtoyou.

Me:whocalledmetotellmemyfatherhaddied?

Shekeptqueit.

Koketso'smom lookedupatmeandshookher

head.

Granny:isthathowyoutalktoyoureldersnow?

Mamakoki:majustletitgoplease.

Granny:idontwantthischildhere.Sheisvery

disrespectful.

Mamakoki:herfatherjustdiedmamaplease



justletitbe.

Granny:thisismysonshouse.

Me:yesmyfathershouseandim notgoing

anywhere.

Granny:doyouseewhatim talkingabout?

Teboho(myfather.)Wasntevensureshewas

hischild.

Ididntwanttohearanymoresoiaskedkoketso

tohelpmeup.

Me:maiwillcomebacktomorrowmorningand

helparound.

Her:youareleaving?

Isighed.Ireallywantedtosleepherebuticant

anymore.

Me:im notwantedherema.Letlotlowalkedin

andfrownedwhenhesawmytearyface.

Him:Dumelang.



Theyallgreetedback.

Me:weareleaving.

Him:ithoughtyouwerestayinghere.

Me:notanymore.

Iwalkedoutandlefthim talkingtothem.
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WheniwokeupLetlotlowaslongawakeand

evenmademebreakfast.Theyardwasrather

quietsincehisfatherdied.Katlehocalledme

thatmorningsayinghermotherwantedtosee

me.Letlotlotoldmetotakethecarandidid.I

neverknewmyfathersfamilythatwell.When

hisotherkidswenttovisitthem iwouldvisitmy

auntsinceshewastheonlyonewholovedme.

Soseeingsomepeopleididntknowhereijust



greetedandwentinsidethehouse.

Igottothebedroom andtherewasmamakoki

nkgonoandtwowomeniididntknow.Igreeted

andtheygreetedbackexceptyouknowwho.

Mamak:Roripleaselookatthesepapersand

calltheinsurancetoclaim.Icantdoanything

anditrustyoucan.

Gogo:haibowhydontyoutellrebeccatodothat

instaed?

Mamak:Tebohoregisteredherasnextofkin.

Gogo:what?

Mamak:what?

Mamak:sheishischildmamayouknowthat.

Shegaveheraneyeandshekeptqueit.She

gavemethepapers.

Mamak:Rorithisarethefuneralpoliciesyour

fatherwaspayingfor.Shesaidhandingme



threedifferentdocuments.

Me:aretheyalluptodate?

Gogo:haibothisgirl.Tsamayomoo.

Ilookedatherandjuststoodup.Idontknowif

ihadtocallorgostraighttotheiroffices.Just

asiwassittingoutsidereadingthepapersacar

stoppedbythegateandNaledigotoffthefront

seatandauntattheback.Aguyalsogotout

andopenedtheboottakingouttheirluggage

andwalkinginfollowingthem.Istoodupand

huggedmyaunt.

Aunt:youlookgoodbabygirl.Woow.

Ilaughedasshemademeturnaround.Ialso

huggedNalediandgreetedthemanshe

introducedasherboyfriendAndile.Atruckalso

droveinandKatleho'sauntwalkedoutand

spoketothem .Theyofloadedthings.They

weregoingtobuildatworoomedshackoutside

tohelpwithaccomodation.Wealreadyhada



shackoutsideusedasakitchen.

Nalediandiwenttotownbecausewhenicalled

toclaim theywantedproofofdeath.Wealso

hadtodrivebackhomeandmakeadeath

certificatefirst.Thentomorrowwewouldcome

backandclaim.Fatherhadletoneofthe

policieslapseanditcouldntpaybecausehe

hadmissedpaymenttwice.Thatthethingwith

insurancecompaniestheywouldalwayslook

forreasonsnottopay.Hehasbeenpaying

perfectlywellfor13yearsandnowitcouldnt

paybecausehemissedtwomonthspayment.

Aftercomingbackfrom homeaffairsididnt

wantanythingjustfoodamassageandwarm

bath.Goingbackhometoreportwasnteasyas

mygrandmotherputtheblameonme.Itdidnt

evenmakesense.Letlotlowasalsooutside

alongwithMohauhelpingtheguyfinish

buildingtheshack.



Me:didyouguyseat?.

Him:reshapbaberelaxwewilleathome

Thapelohascooked.

Me:sotheydidntgiveyouanythinghere?

Mohau:theydid.Hequicklyanswered.They

werelying.Mohaugavemekeystohiscarand

toldmeishouldasktheyoungboysforhelp.I

toldmybrotherstofollowme.Therewerethree

sacksofchickenthighsandwings.Two20l

bucketsandsconesand25lbucketsofjuice.

Aunt:thankyouausi.Shehuggedme.

Me:heisnyfathersoim doingwhatisrightma.

Her:icantbelievehediedwithoutknowingthe

truth.

Me:whattruth?

Her:nothingbabe.Howisthebaby.

Me:wearefinemaim hopingidontgivebirth

becauseim justanytimefrom now.



Her:youneedtotakethingsslowlyidontwant

youtolooseyetanotherbaby.

Me:ihopesoma.

Her:whendidyourmothersayshewillcome?

Me:idontknowissheevenallowedtocome?

Her:yesyourfatherpaidherlobolawhenshe

waspregnantwithyou.

Me:whatshedid?

Myauntlookedatmelikeiwascrazy.

Her:babygirlmybrotherlovedyourmother.

Thathouseshelivesinwasboughtbyhim.

Me:shetoldmeherparentsleftitforher.

Her:eehthisisntmystorytotell.Butwhati

knowisthatshehastobesittingonthat

matresswhereissheebile?

Me:atherhouse.Maim goingineedtorest.

Her:goingwhere?Arentyoustayinghere?



Me:icouldntma.Thereisjusttoomuchgoing

oninthishouseandidontwanttohavemy

highbloodactingup.Itwontbegoodforme.

Myhusbandpreparedabathformeandeven

broughtmyfoodinbed.Iwasjusthappythere

wasntanydramacomingfrom hissideofthe

family.Heevengavemeafootrubtillifell

asleep.Thefollowingdaywasasundayso

therewasntanythingimportanticouldhelp

withsoistayedinbedmyphonewasoff.The

wholethingaboutmyparentswasbothering

me.Wjydidntmymothertellmesheis

traditionallymarriedtotheman?.Iknowihave

norighttoevenbeangrybutifeelbetrayed.All

mylifeihadthoughtiwasanunplannedand

unwantedchild.Whatreallyhappenedbetween

them?LaterthatdayLetlotlocameinandtold

mehehadtogobacktojoburgandattendan

importantmeetingtomorrowandwouldreturn



ontuesdayorwednesday.Itoldhim wednesday

wasfinetherewasreallynothingforhim todo

here.Heleftthecarandwouldonlyreturnwith

mineeventhoughhiswassmallandabit

uncomfortableiwouldmanage.Mondaywe

claimedthetwopoliciesandthemoneywasnt

muchsothefamilycontributedthesmall

amounttheyhad.Ihadputasidesomemoney

theminehadsent.Whentheyhearedabouthis

passinghisexbosscalledandtoldmeabout

theircontribitionandthecoverwhichhedidnt

claim afterresigning.ItwasclosetoR50000

allinall.Iwasplanningonputtingitawayand

sentR3000amonthtohelpwithhousehold

things.Thetwinsweregoingtoattendvarsity

nextyearandtheywouldneedmoneytoo.

LetlotlosentmeR20000whenitoldhim westill

didnthavefoodandtopayfortheburialplot

too.



Whenhearrivedwednesdaynightiwastoo

tiredtobeexcited.Mymotheralsoarrived

tuesdaymorningtositonthematress.The

fightthatfollowedafterthatwasdraining.My

motherdidntcarewhattheysaidabouther

eventheinsulttheythrewather.Mamakatleho

wassuprisinglyqueitthewholetime.

Letlotlo:cawegoseethedoctortomorrow

morningtocheckifyouarebothfine.

Me:butweareokay.

Him:babelookatthedarkcirclesaroundyour

eyes.Icaneventellyouwerenoteatingwell.

Me:wecango.Hesmiledadstartedkissingme

whilemassagingmysworeandswollenbreast.

Iwasntinthemoodbutistilldidntwantto

disappointhim.

Thursdaywasthememorialservice.Wesatin

thebedroom becausemyfathersauntsand



gogoaskedforrecieptsandwantedtocount

themoney.

Mamak:whereisthiscomingfrom?

Meme:ialsoneedacopyofthedeath

certificate.Mydadsauntsaid.

Me:thedeathcertificateiswithmeandinot

makingcopies.

Gogo:what?whynot.

Meme:ineedtoprovideproofformissingwork.

Aunt:youdidnthavetomisswork.Thereis

nothingyoudidsinceyouarrivedhereRakgadi.

Allyouweredoingwasbusyhiddingfoodfrom

Rorisangthesamefoodhishusbandadbrother

inlawbought.ItoldRorisangnottogivethe

deathcertificatetoanyone.

Gogo:hobaneng?(Why)?

Aunt:becausetheywouldwanttoclaim their

ownpolicies.Whydidnttheyclaim nowwhen



weneededthemoney.Rorisangdideverything

hereandyouareallhereaskingforreciepts.

ShameonyoumarnRakgadi.

Meme:im yourelder.

Aunt:sowhat?

Me:auntjustletitbe.Canweallcometo

writtingtheorbituary?

Gogo:katlehowillwriteit.

Aunt:doesshehavethemoneytodoso?

Gogo:iwillgiveittoher.

Aunt:nomamayouwanttowriteliesaboutmy

brother?Itstinethetruthcameout.Thiskids

shouldknowwhotheirfatheris.

Meme:doyouseethereasonwhysheshould

haveneverbeenincluded?

Aunt:iwouldntbesayinganyofthisofthis

familytreatedRorisangright.Mybrothersony

child.



Theroom fellsilent.Ihearedkatleho'smom

sniffing.Ilookedaroundeveryonehadtheir

eyesonauntorme.

Me:mamadidyouknow?

Shejustnodherhead.

Wowheythisfamily.

Istoodupandwalkedout.Iwasgoingtocome

backtomorrowlatewhennyfatherscorpes

arrivesorelseim mightjustgivebirth.Myown

motherliedtome.Hadiknowniwouldhave

donesomething.Whatim sureofisiwould

havehatedhim more.Forlovinghiswifeskids

morethanhisonlychild.Buthedidntknowdid

he?
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FridaynightwhenLetlotloanicamebackhome

torest.LehakweandPalesawerealsohome.

SowasMohauandThapelo.Ididntreallytalkto

anyoneijustintobedandwenttosleep.

Letlotlolaterjoinedmeandhisbreathingold

mehewasangeredbysomething.

Me:whathappened?

Him:wewilltalkbaberightnowyouaretiredso

sleep.

Me:wellthencalm downandtakeoffyour

clothes.

Helaughed.

Him:whyyouwantsome?Jesaidalready

touchingme.

Me:nobabeim tired.

Him:thensleep.Hekissedmyneckandgotof

bedtakingoffhisclothes.



Letlotlodidntallowmetoweartheblackor

whitedressihadasmychoice.Hesaid

pregnantpeopledontwearplainblackorwhite.

Iworeabluedressthathadseshweshweprint

from mywaistdown.Ialsotookasmallblanket

andworeit.Wedrovetomyhomeinsilence.

Wearrivedearlysoiwontbeatopicinthis

village.Ididntsleephomeevenwhenmyfather

diedthatashame.Butihadtobeselfish

everyonehasbeenwhyshouldnti.Justbefore

thefuneralservicecouldbeginwewereallowed

intoseemyfatherforthelasttime.

Hisbearedwasshavedperfectly.Cottonswere

placedinsidehisnoseandears.Thiswouldbe

thelastmemoryihaveofhim.Iwasneverone

towitnesshim smile.Hedidntevensmileinmy

ownweddingday.Ijuststoodtherelookingat

themanwhocausedmenothingbutpain.My



father.Itriedsohardtorememberatimehe

treatedmewithlovebutnothing.Therewasnt

anymemoryofhim everbeingafatherthat

wasmeanttoloveandprotectme.Ifelt

someoneholdandlookinguptoseeLetlotlo.I

didntevenrealiseiwasfalling.Hepickedmeup

andwalkedoutofthebedroom withme.

Him:areyouokaybabe?

InodmyheadanddrankthesugarwaterNaledi

gaveme.Ididntcrynotbecauseididntwantto

butididnthavetearstoshed.

Thefuneralwentonperfectlyandlikeihad

askeditwasntmentionedthatiwasmyfathers

onlychild.Thegravesidewasntfar.Itwasjusta

smallwalkdownhillneartheprimaryschool.

Letlotloheldontomeaswewalked.There

wasntaneedfortakingacar.Istoppedwheni

feltwarm liquidgoingdownmythighs.



Letlotlo:areyoutiredicancarryyou.

Ishookmyheadno.Naledialsostopped

becauseshewasalsowalkingwithus.

Me:itsjusthot.Iwasntinpainmaybeicansit

tillheisburried.Ineedtosaygoodbye.

Heunclapsedtheblanketandheldittillwe

arrivedandsatdown.Thepainwashittingand

luckyformetheywerefarapart.Idontknowif

anyonecouldtelliwaswetornot.Mydress

waslongandthicksoiwassureitwouldnt

show.Whenthecasketmoveddownslowlyits

onlythenmytearsrolleddown.Itstartedwith

smallsniffandfullblownscreaminvnotfrom

mebutrhewivesandkids.Iwasntaboutto

scream forthatman.Icouldntgoandpourthe

soilsotheycametomewithtwospades.

Letlotlokeptonrubbingmyback.Themost

strongestandworstpaineverhitmejustbelow

mybackandiscreamedandfellontheground

onmyknees.Istartedbreathinghardand



sweatingwhilecrying.

Letlotlo:itsgoingtobefinebabycalm down.

Me:thebabyiscoming.Iwhisperedandisaw

hiseyesgowide.HecalledNaledioverand

toldherandshestartedpanicking.

Letlotlo:pleaseholdherdownim goingtobring

thecardown.

Me:dontleavemeplease.Hekissedmynose

andtookouthisphone.Butbeforehecould

placethecallMohaualsocametous.

Mohau:whatisgoingon?

Letlotlo:sheisinlabour.Bringmycarover

please.

Me:thebabybagisinyourcar.

Mohau:NaledigofindThapeloandbothofyou

willfollowis.Naledijumpedupandsodid

Mohauwhenhegotthecarkeys.



Me:ithurtsLetlotlopleasecallmamaiwantmy

motherplease.

Letlotlowassoconfused.Ididntwanthim to

gobutialsoneededmymother.Whywasiso

farfrom them.Anotherscream escapedmylips

andpeoplestartedlookingatus.Thepainwas

nowharderandnofarapart.

Awomenkneltbeforeusandgavemewater.

Women:pleasedrinksomeandcomedown.I

didntonowherbutiheldherhandtightly.

Letlotlotookthatasachancetoleaveandcall

mymother.Thewomensqueezedmyhand

whilebrushingmyback.Afewpeoplehadnow

focusedonus.

Mama:babyareyouokayoohthisisabadtime

RorimychildoohGod.

Me:itriedholdingitmamaaaahithurt...i



breathedinandout.IsawLetlotlotakemy

thingsandgivethem toMohaubeforetryingto

liftmeup.

Ma:theyarenotdonecoveringthegrave.the

womenstoodupandrushedtotheman

coveringthegrave.Theystartedworkingabit

fasterandwhentheyweredoneLetlotlopicked

meupandranwithmetothecar.Mahaudrove

fastandwiththepotholesithurtsmore.

Me:slowdownplease.

Letlotlo:babeidontwantyougivingbirthinthe

car.Im madenoughthatyouwaitedlong

enoughjustforthefuneral.

Me:whatdidaaahwhatdidyouwantmetodo?

Heismyfatherohk.

Letlotlo:im sorrycalm down.Itsjustim scared.

Mohau:trytocalm herdownabuti.



Arrivingatthehospitalitwasaproblem

becausetheyneededdetailsaboutthe

pregnancyandThapelowasstillfar.Itruly

expectedMohautobethecalm onebuthewas

worsethanLetlotlo.Hewasbusyshoutingand

threatningthenursesanddoctors.

Me:somethingiscomingoutbaby.Ifeltthe

needtopushandidid.

Letlotlocarriedmebacktothecarwheni

startedscreaming.Itwastimeandhedidnt

wantittohappennearpeople.Thewaitingarea

wasfullofpeople.Whenwegottothecar

Letlotlowasjustholdingmyhandtightlyand

crying.Iwasherepushingandscreaming.

Mohauwalkeduptouswithanindianman.

Mohau:abutithisisanishhewasfriendswith

abutiLehakwe.Pleaselethim help.Letlotlo

movedoutofthecarandgotintheotherside

somyheadcouldbeonhisthighs.Hekissed

myforeheadandbrushedmyhair.



Letlotlo:itsgoingtobefinebabyohk.Inodmy

headandlookedattheindianmanashepatmy

thighs.

Anish:icanseetheheadpleasetryandrelax

whenyoufeelthepainyoushouldpushohk?I

nodmyheadrepeatedly.

Ipushedwheneverpainhitme.

Anish:onelasttimeandpleasegiveityourall.I

pushedforthelasttimeandfeltthebabypop

out.Anishpulledtherestofitout.Whenididnt

hearacryipanickedandsodidLetlotlo.

Heturnedthebabyaroundandsoftlyslapped

hisbacktillwehearedthatcry.Healsoletouta

sighofrelief.

Anish:itsaboy.

Hepulledsomethingoutofmeandasked

MohautotakeoutaRazorfrom hiscar.Thecar

wasntfarsowithinaminutehewasbackand

cuttheambilicalcord.Thapeloarrivedwhenthe



doctorwashandingoverthebabytome.We

sawnursesrushingovertouswithsecurity

guardsandamaninasuit.

Mohautoldthem tonotstandclosetous.They

didntknowwhattodoasThapeloopenedthe

bagandgavemetwoblanketssoicouldcover

upmybaby.Theyclosedthecardoorandwe

droveout.

●●●●■■■■

Iopenedmyeyesandsawthatiwasina

hospitalbed.Itdidntlooklikeapublichospital.I

raisedmyheadandlookedaround.Letlotlowas

onthephonespeakingzuluwhilelookingatour

babyinhissmallbed.Itriedtogetoutofbed

butheturnedaroundanddroppedthecall.

Him:mylovetakeiteasyplease.Heheldmy

waistandkissedmyforehead.

Me:isheokay?



Hesmiledandhuggedme.

Him:heisperfectlyfinemylove.Hehasyour

smallnoseandpoutylips.Butheobviously

lookslikedaddy.Hekissedmylipsthenmoved

awaytogetourbaby.Heputhim inmyarms

andifrowned.

Me:icantbelievethisnxa.

Him:whatisit?

Me:comeonLetlotloicarriedthisboynine

monthsonlyforhim tolooklikeyou?Whatdid

youdo?Nothingiwastheonegettingfat

fartingandvomittingnonstop.Iwassleepless

andyouwerejusthappytofeedme.

Helaughedandtookhiscopyfrom me.

Me:im notbreasfeedid.

Him:ofcoursehealreadyhadhisbottle.Your

breastaredry.

Me:whatwhy?Iwasjokingbabyiwantto



breastfeed.

Itookoutmybreast.Itwasstillswollenbutnot

likewheniwaspregnant.

Him:thedoctorsaiditsnormaltohavedriedup

milk.Sodontworry.

Isighedandputoutmyhandforhim.Hegave

methebabyafterkissinghim.Ilaidbackonthe

bedandheldhim tomychest.Ididsayheisa

boydidnti?Letlotlotookuspictures.Helooked

happyandthatmademeaproudwifeand

mother.Imadehim afatherpatienceiskey.
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2weekslater.

Wewerestillattshirela.Iwasdischarged

6hourslaterthesamedaybecausethebaby



andiwerehealthy.LetlotloandMohauwere

workingonsuingthehospital.Itriedtalking

them outofitbuttheydidntlisten.Dranishwas

alsoanemployeethebutalsohadhisown

privatepracticetheoneiwastakentoafter

givingbirth.

Letlotlohadrefusedpeoplecomingtoseeour

baby.Hesaidhewasstillfragileanddidnttrust

anyone.Sincemamaisinmourningaunt

decidedthatwetakeNaledisoshecouldhelp

mewhenwegobackhome.Shewashappy

becauseitmeantbeingclosetoherboyfriend.

Letlotlowasmorehandsonthatithoughthe

wouldeverbecapable.Hedoestheskintoskin

4timesaday.Ourbabyevenhasfeedingtime.

Itslikeheisthemotherwhileim thefather.Ive

neverseenhim sohappy.TodayLetlotlo

allowedmetogooutjustforawhiletohavea

talkwithmyfamilybecauseihaventbeenhome



sincethefuneral.Ialsoneededtotalktothem

beforetheydecidetoleave.Letlotlosatatthe

backseatcoveredhimselfandoursonina

blanket.Ihadpackedabagwitheverythingwe

mightneedincaseanythinghappens.

IparkedthecaroutsidetheyardandLetlotlo

lockedthecaraneventhewindows.Iwalkedin

wearingalongdressandcoveredwithaserope

blanketwhichLetlotlohadgiftedmeafter

givinghim ourfirstbornchild.Igreetedthe

kidssittingoutsideandwalkedin.Everyone

wasalreadysittingaroundwaitingforme.Ihad

calledtoletthem knowiwascomingand

wouldntbestaying.

Mama:howismygrandson?

Me:heisfinemamaheisbigandalready

daddiesboy.Shesmiledandhuggedme.

Igreetedeveryone.



Gogo:youshouldhavebeenhereaweekagoto

getyourheasshavedlikeotherkids.

Aunt:mamashehasanewbornbaby.Idont

evenknowwhyyouarestartingunneccesary

topics.

Me:im nothereforalotofthings.Mamaineed

youtotellmewhyyoudidnttellmeyouare

traditionallymarriedtopapa.Anotherthingisif

heknewheonlyhadonechild?

Mamak:whenhewassickhewenttoadoctor

andfoundouthewasntHIVlikeiwassothat

startedraisingquestions.Yourmotherbeing

backalsocausedhim tostartquestioning

things.Soihadtotellhim thetruth.Whenhe

askedthatyoucomeseehim youdidnt.

Me:whydidnthecallme?Healwayssent

peopletotellmethings.Likehowhecalledmy

husbandwhenheneededthings.

Mamak:yourfatherisaverypridefulman



Rorisangbuthereallywassorryforhowhe

treatedyou

Me:andyou?

Mamak:whataboutme?

Ishookmyheadsmiling.

Me:youmultreatingmedoesnthurtmebelieve

me.Butiwantyoutoknowiforgiveyou.Idont

neednegativityinmylife.

Aunt:thatsgoodbaby.

Mamak:ididntmeantohurtyourfather.Itsjust

thatwhenimethim hewasinlovewithyour

mothersomuchandiwasheretakingcareof

youbuthedidntevenseeit.Yourgrandmotger

alreadylikedmesoshehelpedmewith

everything.

Gogo:nowyouarejustgoingtohangmydirty

loundrybecauseofthischild?



Aunt:weallknowmama.Besidesheisyouronly

grandchildfrom abutiTeboho.

Mamak:hefoundaJobintheminessohe

couldpayyourmothershospitalbills.Hehadto

movetoWitbankandleaveyouwithme.Idid

loveyouatfirstbutseeingthatyourfatherwas

onlyusingmetotakecareofyougrewthishate

inme.Ayearintooirrelationshiphehadnteven

touchedme.Ithreatnedtoleavehim sohetried.

Monthwentbyandnkgonocameinandicried

toher.Shetookmetoaseerandthatseergave

memuthitohelphim forgetaboutyourmother

andmakeyourmotherssickenessworse.When

hecamebackididexactlyastheseertoldme

andfedittohim.Hewentbackandprobably

sawyourmotherandthatshowitworked.I

didntexpectittomakehim forgetaboutyou.

Whenitoldhim aboutyouhedeniedyou.The

seerdidntsayanythingabouthim forgetting

you.Hewouldcomehomefrequentlythenand



wetriedforababybutitkeptonfailing.We

wenttotheseeragainandshesaidthemuthi

killedhismanhood.

Hecouldnthavekidsanymoreanditwasmy

fault.Iwassoinlovewithhim iwoulddo

anythingtobewithhim.

Me:soallthistimeyouliedtohim?Hehatedme

becauseofyou?

Mamak:im sorryRorisang.

Me:whoistheirfather?

Gogo:thatisntyourbusiness.

Me:youarerightmamapleasegetyourthings

wearegoing.

Mama:Roriihavetostayhere.

Me:thehouseyouwerelivingatwasboughtby

ntatemama.Soitsstillthesamething.Iwill

askLetlotlototelloneoftheirdriverstocome



pickyouupandtakeyouhome.

Mama:Rorisangim notyourchild.

Me:finewhatevermamadowhatyouwantMy

husbandandiareleavingauntpleasecall

NaleditocometoJoburgthedayafter

tomorrow.Istoodupandwalkedout.Doesnt

mymotherseehowdangerousthesepeople

are?Theyarewitchesandihatethem.Wheni

walkedoutkoketsoandkatlehoweresitting

outsidesoitoldthem tocallmewhenthey

haveappliedattheuniversitysoicanhelp.I

wontforgetthem simplybecauseoftheir

motherswitchtcraft.Theirmotherrobbedmeof

myhappiness.Sheishereasonim likethisand

iwontallowsuchathingtohappentomyson.

IdratherlooseLetlotlothanhavemysonnotbe

happy.

Igotintothecarandtookabreather.Letlotlo



wasasleepandsowashisson.Istartedthecar

andhewokeup.

Him:youareangry?

Me:im .

Him:soitakeitshetoldyouthewholetruth?

Me:idoubtbutim gratefullforwhateverigot.

Babecanwepleasegobackhometonightor

tomorrowmorning?

Him:anythingisohkwithme.Ivedecidedto

stayhomeforamonthortwo.

Me:youdonthavetoo.IhaveNaleditohelpme

andeverything.

Helaughedandshookhishead.

Him:babeNalediisyoungbeautifulwomen.Her

b.fisalsoinjoburgidoubtshewillalwaysbe

there.

Me:yeahirealisedthattoo.Butbabewithyou

alwaysaroundyouwillspoilthischild.



Him:sowhatheismyonlyson.

Me:maybeishouldgetpregnantagainsoon.

Him:thatcanbearranged.

Me:im seriousbabe.

Hesquitedhiseyesthenlaughed.

Him:ihearyou.Sohowsooncanwestart?

Ilaughandshakemyhead.iparkthecarbut

dontgetout.

Me:im seriousbabewhenheturnsoneiwant

ustotryagain.

Him:youareserious.

Ismiledandnodmyhead.

Me:ithoughtyouwouldwantmorekids.

Him:idobutbabeyouaretooyoungandiwant

youtodoanythingyouwant.Idontwantyou

regretingnotdoingsomethingbecauseyouwill

beold.



Me:babelookiwanttohavekidsearlyinmy

agesowhenwewanttotraveltheywouldbe

oldenoughtobeleftbehind.

Him:howmanykidsdoyouwant?

Me:four.

Him:soLehlohonoloisthefifth?

WedecidedtonameourboyLehlohonolo.

Me:nobabywehave3leftmaybetheycouldall

beboys.

Him:yeahmyboysandyoucouldbemyonlygirl

ouronlygirlimagineallthat.

Ilaughedandgotoutofthecarthenopened

theirdoor.

Him:lookatyouopeningthedoorfordaddy.

Igiggledandtookthebabybags.Letlotloput

Hlonionourbedandwenttochangehisshirt.

Him:babeigoingtothehouseyoucanpackour



thingssolongohk?Hekissedmeandwalked

out.

Iwalkedoutsidetofetchmyphonefrom thecar

butstoppedonmytrackswheniheared

shoutingandcryingfrom thehouse.Iwantedto

gobutim notevenallowedtobeoutside.Itook

myphoneandwentbacktothehouse.Isawa

missedcallfrom bayandasoicalledhim back.

Him:ntombemhlophe.

Igiggled.

Me;howareyou?

Him:ngyaphilasisi.Letmecallyouback.

Me:ohk.Idroppedthecallandwaitedforhim to

callback.Healwaysdoesthat.Hedidntcallbut

didavideocallinstead.

Itlookedlikehewasbackathisapartment.

Him:youlookbeautifulbutnowiwanttoseemy



nieceornephew.

Me:itsaboy.Imovedthecameratohisside

andopenedtheblanketjusttorevealhis

chubbyface.

Him:heisbig.Isitnormalforbabiestohave

suchbigeyes

Ilaughedandhedidtoo.

Me:hismom hasbigeyes.

Him:yeahbuttheyarentthatbig.

Me:wellitsmineplushisfathers.

Heclearedhisthroatsoimovedthephoneto

myside.

Him:looktalkingaboutyourhusbandidont

reallylikewhathappenedthelasttime.

Irespectyourrelationshipwithhim andyou

knowthattoo.

Me:im reallysorryitsmyfaultiwasnthonest



withhim.

Him:ngyakuzwantokazibutpleasetalktohim

aboutitwhathedidwaswrong.

Me:younevertoldmewhathedid.

Him:itsbetweenusmanbutnexttimeiwontlet

him disrespectmelikethatiunderstandheis

oldbitiwonttakeitagain.

Me:im reallysorry.

Him:itsohk.Sowhatishisname?

Me:Lehlohonolo.

Him:soundslikeagoodnamebutitslong.He

lookedatthephoneproperlythensaidgoodbye

anddroppedthecall.

Letlotlo:youvideocallmannow?

Isighedandturnedaroundlookingathim.

Me:hejustwantedtoseethebaby.

Him:why?itisnthisson.Ishe?heraisedhis



browsinquestionandiwasleftspeechlessand

offended.

Iclappedmyhandsonceandturnedaround

puttingmyphoneaway.

Him:kebualewenaRorisang(im talkingtoyou?)

Me:whatdoyouwantmetosayLetlotlo?

Him:iaskedaquestiondidinot?

Me:dontraiseyourvoiceatme.Dontyouever

talktomelikeim yourchildLetlotlodont.Igave

him awarninglookandwalkedpassedhim but

heheldmyhand.

Him:Rorisanganswermydamnquestion.

Me:youaregoingtomakemeangry.Letgoof

myhandbecauseyouarehurtingme.Ifyou

doubtifheisyourornotgoaheadandmakea

paternitytestnxa.

Imademywayouttothebedroom andpoured



coldwateronmyface.Myhandswereshaking

inanger.Howdareheinsultmelikethat?

Letlotlowillneverchangeanditseemsiwill

justbareitbecauseilovehim sodamnmuch.I

tookoffmyclothesandworepyjamas.The

babywascryingandLetlotlowasjustsitting

therestaringathim.

Me:sonowyoudontevenhearhim cry?He

lookedatmethenthebaby.

Him:washecallingtocheckifhewasntthe

father?

Ilaughersarcasticallywhilepickingmybabyup.

Iwentthruthedrawersandtookoutthekeys

forthehouseinharrismith.WhenHloniwas

calm andasleepandputhim down.Itookthe

alreadypackedbagandthrewitathim.Itook

hiscarkeysandthehousekeysandgavethem

tohim.Ialsowentthruthebabystuffandtook

outearbudds.Itookthreeandrubbedthem in

thebabyearsmouthandnosethenputinsidea



plasticbag.

Me:takeyourthingsandleave.Yoicanalsotake

thisforapeternitytest.Youcangosleepatthe

houseinharrismiththendrivebacktojoburg.

Him:im notgoinganywhere.

Godwhydidyougivemesuchamanasa

husband?
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IwokeuptofindLetlotlofeedingourson.I

stoodupandwenttopee.Ididthebedand

preparedabathforlehlohonolo.Letlotlohad

puthim onhisbarechestashespokeonthe

phone.

Letlotlo:lookbafoiwillcallyoubackletmeget

thechampcleanedup.Helaughedthen

droppedthecall.Hestoodupandwalkedpast



me.Mxm iletthem beandpackedourbags.

Whyismyhusbandsomoody?.Iknowhehas

alwaysbeenlikethisbutthisisntonbathong.

Wheniwasdonecleaningthebedroom they

cameoutbothwrappedintowels.Hehadalso

tookabathandwassmellinglikeababy.He

tookthebabylotionandpowderandstarted

applyingit.

Letlotlo:youshouldgetreadytooweare

leavingremember?

Me:mmmh.Itookoutmyclothesandwentto

takebath.Thebathtubwasstillfulloftheir

dirtywater.Ihadtowipethefloorandcleanthe

tubsoioptedforashower.Wheniwasdonei

woremyblackbandagedressandpushins.I

combedmyhairanddidmymakeuptoo.I

walkedoutandpackedmybagsproperly.

Letlotlowaswearingajeanandblacksweater.

Im surehewasntwearingashirtunderthat

sweater.HegaveLehlohonolotomeandtook



ourbagsoutside.Whenhetookthelastbag

andhislaptopbagifollowedhim out.Lesedi's

mom wasoutsideholdingaburningmphepho.

Theyrecitedtheirclannamesandwishedusa

blessedjourney.Iplacedthebabyonhisbaby

seatandsatbesideshim andLetlotlodroveout.

IhadtextedNaleditocallmewhensheisnt

busy.Ihonestlydontknowwhyievenneedher

for.Lehlohonoloisnttoomuchwork.Althoughi

haveafeelinghewillbeaproblem whenhis

fatherwontbearound.Letlotlodoesthrskinto

skinmoretimesthanido.Wheneverheis

aroundhehasLehlohonoloinhisarms.Ihad

fallenasleepmostoftheride.Ionlywokeupto

feedandchangehim.

Myphonerangwakingmeup.Icheckedandit

wasanothervideocallfrom Bayanda.Isighed



andputitonsilent.Ilookedaroundandrealised

thecarhadstoppedmoving.Wewereparkedat

anengengarage.Letlotlowalkedoutofsteers

holdingfood.Heopenedtheothersideofthe

carandgavemefood.

Him:youcangotothetoiletandcomeeat.Inod

myheadandwalkedout.Iwenttothetoiletand

didmythingthenwentbacktothecar.Hegave

memyboxofribschickenandchickenburger.

WhenhefinishedeatinghefedHlonihisbottle.

Me:shouldidrive?

Him:noiwilldrive.

Me:babeim sorryaboutwhatididyesterday.I

knowiwaswrongforwhatididbutHloniis

reallyyourchild.Iveneverhadanyintimate

relationshipwithanyonebutyou.

Hesighedandheldmyhand.

Him:im sorryforthinkingthattoo.Bbewe

agreednobodyisallowedtohim butwhatdid



youdo?Yourownmotherhasntevenseenhim

butyouarevideocallingyourb.f?Howdidyou

thinkthatwouldmakemefeel?

Me:im reallysorryiwasntthinking.Buti

promiseyounothingisgoingonbetweenme

andBayanda.Nothingwilleverhappenandifi

havetocuttieswithhim iwillbabe.

Him:im notgonnachoosefriendsforyoubabe

butialsowontletyoudisrespectme.

Me:im sorrymylove.

HegaveHlonitomeandkissedmyforehead

beforemovingtothefrontseat.

Him:tellmewhenyouaredoneeating.Hetook

outhisphoneandplayerhischessgame.I

finishedeatingandhedroveushome.Whenwe

gothomeMohauwastheresinceLetlotlohad

askedhim tobetheonetowelcomeourson

home.Theydideverythingnecessarythenwe

walkedin.TherewasonlyThapeloandNaledi



insidethehouse.

IhadtoputHlonitosleepafterhetookhisbath.

Nalediwastherewatchingmeasidid.Shewas

amonthpregnantandafraidoftellinghermom.

Me:doesyourmanknowthou?

Shegiggledandnodherhead.

Her:thatswhyidontworkanymore.

Me:youwereworking?

Her:yeahsomeshittyseventosixjob.They

werentpayingusenough.

Me:howdidhetakeit?

Her:heishappybutistillhavemydoubtsidont

knowifim readyyet.

Me:youcouldneverbeready.

Her:welligettopracticewithHlonihere.I

guessbythetimesheishereiwillbeready.



Me:she?

Her:webothwantadaughter.Hisfrom afamily

fullofboys.

Me:wowwellum hopingforagirlnexttime.

Letlotlowantedagirlanyway.

Shesmiled.

Her:socanyoutellherforme?

Me:nowaycuzithinkitsbestshehearsitfrom

you.

Her:orshecouldjustseemewhenistart

showing.

Ilaughedandshejoinedme.

Me:ifeelsorryforher.

Letlotlowalkedinasifinishedpackingthebaby

clothesintohissmallcloset.

Letlotlo:babeim offtobed.



Me:im coming.Nalediwenttoherbedroom and

wenttomine.Letlotlowasalreadyinbedinjust

hisboxers.Iwaswearinglegginsandhisshirt.

Him:thebleedinghasntstopped?

Me:nonotyet.Doeshereallyhavetosleepin

hisownroom?

Him:heisstillyoungisnthe?

Me:notevenamonthold.Ilookedathim andas

ifwewereinsyncwebothgotoutofbedashe

worehisblackrobeandwenttofetchourson.

Weputhim betweenusandslept.

PalesaMotaung.

Icantbelievethisisme.Ifyouhadtoldmea

fewyearsagothatiwouldbeahousewifeand

livinginatownshipiwouldhavelaughedinyour

face.SinceLehakwequithisjobwemovedto



katlehong.Wehadfoundaplaceintembisaat

firstbutwhenwedrovetheretocheckitouti

refused.Wehadtorentanapartmentfora

monthbecausewehadalreadysoldourhouse.

AhouseLehakwealsofailedtoletmebelonged

toLetlotlo.IguessLetlotlonottalkingtous

workedforusbecausehesaidhedidntcare

whatwedidwiththehouse.

Thehousewasntmydream housebutim

thaankfultohavearoofundermyhead.Itsa

beautifulhome.3bedroomsahugebathroom,

hugekitchenandlounge.Italsohasadouble

garageandasmallgarden.Sinceitsacorner

houseitalsohas3outsidebedrooms.My

babiesareperfectlyhealthyandeverythingis

ohkwiththem.Lehakweishardlyhomesince

heworkshardtoseethebusinessthrough.



Lifehashumbledmeitellyou.Im avery

pridefulpersonthatitisevenhardformeto

apologisetoRorisang.Ivetriedseveraltimesto

typealongmassageforherbutendupsavingit

asadraft.Idontknowifshewouldcheckedit

orevenreplied.Mybiggestfearishernot

forgivingmeatall.

ThapeloMotaung.

IfoundMohauplayingpuzzleswithourkidsin

theirbedroom.Heisagreatfatheranditseems

likeitallrunsinthefamily.IhasseenLehakwe

withhistwinsandheisgood.Letlotloisthe

softtype.WelleversinceiveknownLetlotlohe

wasneveronetosmileoreventalktopeople.

Wellheisprettymuchstilllikethatbutmuch

better.Iveseenhim smilewithhiswifeandnow

itseemsheisalwayssmilingbecauseofhis



son.Irememberthedayhissonwasbornhe

hadleftandwenttothebathroom themoment

wearrivedatthehospital.Hecriedbecausehe

washappytobeafatherandscaredbecause

Roriunconscious.Everyonewhoknewhim

knewhelovedhisfamilyandwoulddoanything

forthem.

Mohau:whatareyouthinkingabout.Ihearhim

sayashehugsmeandkissesme.

Thekidsstartgigglingandcovertheireyes.

Me:aboutyou.Youareperfectwiththem.He

turnedandlookedatthem.

Him:itsinmyblood.

Me:ibelieveyou.Whatwouldyoulikefordinner?

Him:wecanorderbabeineedyourhelp

markingsomeassignments.Hesmiles

becauseheknowsilovemarkingassignment.

Wellitsprettystupidbutijustlovereading

essays.Mohauisanenglishandhistoryteacher



inGrade11and12.

Me:alrightbabe.Hetakesoithisphoneand

startmakingacallashewalkaway.Irubmy

stamochandgomakesomesnackforthekids.

Itssixintheeveningyetthesunisstillout

shining.Mohaudoesntknowim pregnantyet

butiplanontellinghim verysoon.Whenhe

suggestedwetryforababysowecouldalso

haveonethesameageashisbrothers.Welli

donthaveaproblem sincehesaiditcouldbe

ourlast.

Itakethefrenchtoastandjuicetothem .Ialso

madesomeformyself.Ithastoomuchcheese

andtwoslicesofham.Isitdownandtakeabit

closingmyeyesandmoan.

Mohau:whatdidyouputinthere.Heaskalready

laughing.



Me:cheeseandham.Ihaventhadtoastina

whilenow.

Him:youhadonethismorningandforlunchtoo

babe.

Ilookathim andsmile.

Me:wellitwasdifferent.

Hetakesitfrom myplateandtakesabite.

Him:thesameasthismorningandtheoneyou

hadforlunch.Ihopeyouarenthavingitfor

dinnertoo.Helaughsshakinghishead.He

givesmeabunchofpapersanditakearedpen

andmovetothecouchtostartreading.Some

ofthethingswrittenhereareliesbutim not

gonnajudge.Somearehilariousandjustplain

stupid.

Ifellsomeoneleaveatrailofwetkissesonmy

neckgoingdowntomychest.



Iopenmyeyesandsmile.

Him:youfellasleep.

Hesaysamused.

Me:musthavebeentired.Didthefoodarrive?

Him:yesivealreadyputthekidstosleeptoo.He

takesatrayfrom thetableandbringittowhe

im sitting.Thereispap,chakalaka,wors,steak

andribs.Ishouldhaveknownwhathemeant

whenhesaidtakeaways.Healsoopensa

smallcontainerwithcowslawandpotatosalad.

Thefoodisgoodbutiwouldhavelovedsome

cheesesomewhereinthere.

Him:sowhenwereyouplanningontellingme

aboutthepregnancy.

Ichokeonmyjuiceandlookathim.

Me:howdidyouknow?

Him:babeyouputtheslipsinmysocksdrawer.

Youalsothrewtheboxandstickinthebin



outside.Im theonlyonewhotakesoittrashsoi

sawitaweekago.

Me:ijustwantedtotellyouinafashionableway

babebutthenyoujustruinedit.

Helaughes.

Him:im sorryiwasjusttooexcitedandyou

werealsotakingyourtimebabe.

Me:im happyyouwillbeherewithmethistime

around.

Him:soam imylove.

Im sorryforgoingawolonyouguysbuthake

xapemotionally.
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IwassuprisedtobewokenupbyPalesa'scall.

Itsbeenagessincesheandispoke.Weare

backtohowweusedtobewhenshewasstill

bestfriendswithLesedi.Iletitringandwalked

tothebathroom topee.Iwipedmyselfthen

washedmyfaceandwentbacktobed.My

breastwereverysore.Itsalreadybeen2weeks

yettheyarentdryyet.Sometimestheyaresore

anditchy.Sometimesijavetheurgetopressit

sothemilkislessbutMom hadsaidifididthat

themilkwontdryquicker.Letlotloopenedhis

eyesandlooledatme

Him:whattimeisit?

Icheckedthetimefrom myphone.

Me:5:47am.

Him:im gonnagotoworkbbecallmewhenyou

needanythingohk.

Me:iwillbefinebbeyoucango.

Him:ohkpleasetakeoutsomecasualclothes



forme.Hegotoitofbedcarefulnottowakehis

sonup.Ialsostoodupandwenttotakeouthis

clothes.Theywerealreadyironedbecause

wheniwaspregnantiworkedalot.Hecomes

outoftheshowernakedwhilehewipeshimself.

Icanthelpbutstare.Hestandbeforethe

mirrorlookingathimselfasheapplieslotion.

Hisassissofirm andsoarehisthighs.Letlotlo

isnaturallyfit.Heonlygoestothegym after

havingaroughnightordayandwhenheis

bored.Heisntthegym typeofaperson.He

goestothechestofdrawersandtakehisbriefs

andsocks.

Him:ifitripandfallyouwillhavetotakecareof

meandHlonithewholeday.

Me:whatcouldpossiblymakeyoutrip?

Him:youhavebeenstaringatmesinceiwalked

outofthebathroom.Hestandsbeforemeand

kissmyforehead.



Me:iwasjustadmiringyoubbe.

Helaughsandstartwearinghisclothes.

Him:dontyouneedanythingfrom theshops?

Me:icantthinkpfanythingrightnow.

Him:yourshirtiswet.Isitstillleakingevennow?

Me:ohyeahpleasebuymebreastpadsithink

theyarefinished.

Henodshisheadstilllookingatmebutiknow

heisthinkingofsomethingstupid.

Him:doyouthinkthatmilkisgoodwithtea?

Iplayfullyhithischestandpushhim awaysoi

canstandup.

Me:youarestupid.Doyouwantbreakfast?

Him:youshouldntbecookingbabe.

Me:uughtillwhen?Ijustmisscooking.

Him:callyourmom andaskher.



ItextLetlotloafewbabystafftobuysinceheis

alreadyonhiswayback.Heleft4hoursagoand

calledatleast5timestocheckuponus.4hours

onlyandheisalreadyonhiswayback.Thapelo

calledmetotellmesheispregnantanditruely

happyforher.Ithinkifididnthaveachildnowi

wouldntbehappyforher.Ihadlostmybaby

andafewweekslaterPalesawaspregnanti

wontlieandsayiwisheditwasme.Gods

quicklyhearedmeandansweredmequicklytoo.

IfLehlohonolyisourlastchildtheniwouldstill

behappy.Eventhoughiwishhecouldhave

siblingsitsstillfinewithjusthim.

ThedoorbellringsandNalediquicklyrushed

outtocheck.IfinishbathingHloniwraphim in

histowel.Iplacehim onhissmallbedand

cleaneverythingonthefloor.Letlotlowould

hatemeifhesawwhereihadbathedhissonat.



Wellim comfortablehereanditquickerand

warm.Iunplugthesmallheaterandhideit

underthebed.Nalediwalksinandlaughswhen

sheseesmealmostjump.

Naledi:Relaxyoursisterwifeisherewithher

beautifultwins.

Me:sisterwifewho?

Shejustshrugsanddresshloni.Isanitizemy

handsandwalkout.Ihaltonmystepsasisee

Palesasittingonthecouchbreastfeedinghis

daughter.

Me:uhm hi..whatisshedoinghere?

Her:Rorihi.Shenervouslismilesandstandsup.

Me:Thisisasuprise.

Her:uhm yeah.Ijustwantedtotalktoyou.I

wantedtoaskforpermissionbutyouwerent

answeringmycalls.

Me:wellyouareherenow.Isitdownandshe



doestoo.

Her:icameheretoapologiseformyactions

towardsyou.Honestlyidontwanttoblame

Lehakweforwhathedid.Yesitishisfaultwe

areherebutialsoblamemyself.Ifididntshut

yououtwheniwasclosetogivingbirthwe

wouldntbehere.

Me:itsallinthepast.

Her:noitsnot.Iknowourhusbandsarenotin

goodtermsbutidontwantthesameforus.

Me:thatisntanyofoutbusiness.

Her:mypointexactly.Youarelikeasistertome

Roriandineedyou.Thapelotooireallyneed

thebothyouassisters.Ineedourrelationship

backplease.

Isighandtakehersonfrom thestroller.The

dooropensandLetlotlowalksinwhilewhistling



buthestopswhenheseesPalesa.

Letlotlo:Palesa.

Palesa:abutiLetlotlo.

Him:howareyou?

Her:im goodandyou.

Him:happy.Doesyourhusbandknowyouare

here?

Me:babe.

Him:eehitsnicetoseeyou.Hemovescloser

andtakealookatthetwinsthenrunupstairs

whistling.Ismileathowhappyheis.

Palesaandispokeandidecidedtoforgiveand

forget.Itsnotlilewhathedidisabigcrime.I

alsopromisedtotalktoLetlotloaskifhecould

forgivehisbrotherandwemoveon.Heisa

fathernowandiwantoursontogrowclose

withhisunclesandcousins.Iwentupstairsand



hewasonhisphoneandHloniwasonhisbare

chest.

Him:babecheckifiboughttherightthings.I

checkedtheplasticbag.

Me:whatarethesefor?

Iaskedholdingupsomepills.

Him:oohthosewillhelpwithyourbreasttodry

upquicker.Youtake7tonightandanotherafter

6days.

Me:areyousuretheysaidsevenbabe?

Helaughedanddroppedhisphoneonthebed

andputHlonidown.

Him:letmeshowyou.Heopenedtheboxand

tookoutthepapersandshowedme.

Me:whydontwejustletitdrynaturally?

Him:howlongwillthattakemarabbennaimiss

you..



Me:im righthereLetlotloandyouknowwecant

havesextillim healed.

Him:aarghfine.Hemovedawayandsatback

down.

IgottothekitchenandNalediwascooking

whenshewasdoneicalledLetlotloandweate.

Hewasmoodythewholetime.

Naledi:areyoutwofighting?

Ishookmyheadsmiling.

Me:noheisfustratedsexually.

Her:so?helphim outoryouwanthim togo

lookingforitoutside?

Me:youknowwecanthavesexyet.

Shelookedatmelikeiwascrazy.

Her:sitdownandletmeschoolyoulittleone.

Shewenttothefridgeandtookoutmilkand



cake.Wesatonthekitchentable.

Her:youandishouldhavehadthistalkbefore

yougotmarried.

Me:wellweareherenow.

Her:yeahsodoyouguysuhm haveanalsex?

Me:uuhno.

Her:wellitsthebesttrustmemymanandi

haveitwhenim onmyperiod.Itspainfulatfirst

itslikebreakingyourvirginitytoo.

Me:uhm ohk.

Her:oryoucanalwaysgivehim ablowjobafter

eatingsomehallsorslidehisoohitwontwork.

Yourboobsareswollen.Wellshouldigiveyou

thelube?

Me:lubeforwhat?

Her:tohelpmakeitlesspainfullandeasyto

slidein.



Me:idontknowifiwanttodoitcuz.

Shelaughedandstoodup.Throwingsome

blackhallstome.

Her:wellthenhewillgooutlookingforit.Iwill

sleepwithHlonitonightthen.shetookapiece

ofcakeandhermilkthenwenttotuelounge.I

finishedupmypieceandcleanedupbefore

goingtoourbedroom.

ipreparedbottlesforhim andthingshemight

need.

Letlotlo:whyareyoupackinghisthings?

Me:Nalediaskedtosleepwithhim tonight.

Him:andiwasntaskedbecause?

Icrawledintobedandsatonhisthighs

Me:becauseyouaremoodybabeandshewas

scaredtoask.

Him:wellno.



IremovedHlonifrom hischestandwentfurther

upandkissedhisneckmovingtohisjaw.

Me:iwasntaskingbabe.Ipoppedthesweet

intomymouthashelookedaway.

Him:whatareyoudoing?Babeiunderstandwe

canthavesexitsjustthatitsbeenawhileand

im notusedtogoingwithoutitforsolong.

Me:iknowbabejustrelax.Imovedthewaist

bandofhispantsdownandmovedmyhand

insidetopullouthisbig-guy.Ikissedhim slowly

andpassionatelyandleftthesweetinsidehis

mouth.Ifirstlykissedtheheadbeforeshoving

halfofitinsidemymouth.

Him:HolyshitRorisang...shiitshiit..hegrabbed

myhairtightly.Ididnthavetosuckhim tillmy

mouthhurtbecausehedidnttaketimetocome.

AndonqueNalediknocked.

Letlotloquicklygotupandwenttothe

bathroom whileholdinghisdi*k.



ItookHloniandhisbagthenopenedthedoor

Naledi:everythingisinhereright?

Me:yesimadetwobottletheyshouldbe

enough.

ThefollowingmorningLetlotlodecidedtowork

from homeicouldntmovewithoutfeelingany

pain.Yeswediditanditwaspainful.Thoughi

havetoadmititwasthebestiveeverhad.

Letlotlowassoexcitedwhenisuggesteditbut

wasalsoworriedaboutme.Hehadtodriveto

thenearestgaragetobuyalubeandcondoms.

Hehadrefusedtoletmeasksomefrom Naledi

hesaiditwasweird.

Hewalkedincarryingbreakfastinatray.I

placedHlonidownashesleptandadjustedmy

self.Icouldntevensneezebecauseitwas

painful.Ijustpraynottohavearunnystomach



tillim healed.

Me:whereisNaledi?

Him:sheleftsayingshehadadoctors

appointment.

Me:oohohk.Dontyouwantfood?

Heshookhisheadsmiling.Hehasbeen

smilingsincehewokeup.

Him:doyouwantawarm orcoldbath?

Me:whateverwillmakemefeelbetter.

Him:alrightbabedidyoutakethosepills

yesterday?

Me:iforgot.

Him:takethem whenyoufinisheating.

5yearslater???
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Iranaroundpreparingthekidsfortheparty.

Lehlohonolowashavingabirthdaypartytoday.

Youwouldntbelieveifitoldyouiwasa

qualifiednurse.Someomeknockedonthedoor

thenwalkedin.ItwasMohau.

Me:heyyouareearly.

Him:ithoughyouwouldneedhelpwiththese

two.

Me:thankyou.Buttheyaredonetheyjustneed

shoes.

Henoddedhisheadandwenttotheirbedroom.

Theylovedtheirunclesomuchthatit

sometimesscaredmethattheywouldendup



thinkingheistheirfather.LifewithoutLehakwe

ishard.Idneverthoughtiwouldbethatwife

whowaitsfortheirhusbandtocomehome.

WhenMohauwasdonewiththetwinstheyate

breakfastandleft.Iquicklychangedandwore

theshortpinkdressLehakweloves.Iworemy

blackstrapheelsandoffigo.Theguard

searchedmeandledmetoadifferentroom like

always.

Thedooropenedandmyhusbandwalkedin

smiling.Hehadasmallcutunderhiseyeanda

blustedlip.

Istoodupandrushedtohughim.

Me:babewhathappened?

Him:itsnothingmylove.Howareyou?You

smellgoodtoobbe.

Hekissedmyneckwhileinhalingmyscent.He

pickedmeupandsatmeonthetable.The



dresshadwentupexposingmythighs.

Hishandmovedtomythighssqueezingthem.

Me:babe.

Him:mylove.Heattackedmylipswitharough

kiss.Eversincehewasarrestedthisihowhis

kisseshadbeen.

Iwrappedmylegsaroundhiswaistandpulled

him closer.Hetookoffmydressandiwasleft

naked.Hetookoffhisvestandorangetrousers.

Mymanhadtonedmusclesandanewtattoo.

Healwayshasanewoneeverytime.He

unhookedmybraandthestackofmoneyfellto

thetable.Hepulledthechairandsatdown.I

openedmylegswideandhekissedmythighs.

Me:aahbabe....

Him:imissedyoulove..

Todaywewereleftintheroom longerthan



otherdays.Ivelostcountonhowmanyrounds

wehad.

Lehakwe:howaremybabies?

Heaskedashehelpedmewearmydress.

Me:troublelikealways.Yoursondoesntstop

askingaboutyou.

Him:3monthsbabeandiwillbeoutofhere.

Itracedmyhandonhisnewtattoo.

Heflinchedandtookmyhandthenkissedit.

Me:pleasedontdoanythingstupidbabe

anythingtoholdyouback.

Him:iwont.Yourbrotherinlawwasherelast

night.

Me:Letlotlo?Didyouapologise?

Him:ididandim happy.Iregreteverythingbbei

wouldntbehereifihadjustlistenedtohim.

Me:itsohkmyloveallofthatisinthepast.



Him:mmhhepaidtheguardtogivememyown

cellandieatproperfoodnow.Thatswhyihave

2hourswithyounow.

Ihuggedhim asicried.

Me:iwantyouhomebabeplease.

Him:im comingbackmylove.Butthingswillbe

different.

Me:iknow.Hewipedmytearsandkissedmy

forehead.Theguardwalkedinandtook

Lehakwebacktohiscell.Hehadrefusedto

takethemoneysayinghedoesntneedit

anymore.

Lehakwewasarrested3yearsagofordrug

dealing.Theydidnthaveenoughevidenceto

keephim hereforalongtime.Hisfamilywas

angryyesbutLetlotlowasmoreangrybecause

hehadgivenhim asecondchanceandhehad

toruinit.IfwasthatPalesahehadmarriedi



wouldhavelefthim.Butihadgrownandwasa

mother.Itwasthenthatirealisedilove

Lehakwewitheverythinginme.Leavinghim

wasntanoption.

RorisangMotaung.

IsatonthecouchasiinstructedLetlotloon

whattodo.Thedecorpeoplewerealreadyhere.

Hlonilovedpjmaskscartoonsandthatwasthe

themeoftheparty.Iwas9monthspregnantfat

andlazy.ijustcantwaittopopanymoment

now.Iwasthatannoyingfatauntwhowaslazy

andjustgoodwihsendingpeoplearound.

Letlotlodidnthaveaproblmeevenifhedidhe

wasntonetocomplain.

Me:bbecomesitdown.Younevertoldmewhat

happenedlastnight.

Heshookhishandanddroppertheballonsinto



thebasket.

Him:peoplewillbeheresoonbabeineedto

finishthis.Thereisstillsomuchtodo.

Me:itoldyouweshouldjustcancelltheparty.

Lookatmenowicantevenhelparound.

Him:wellyouwokeupearlytocookalone.

Me:mom andasahelpedmebabe.

Asawasourhelper.

Him:byjustpeelingandcutting.Youarea

perfectionistwhenitcomestocookingsoi

doubtyouevenletyourmom cookpap.

Ilaughedandshookmyhead.Lehlohonolo

camerushingdownscreemingMalume

malume.

Letlotlo:Hlonislowdown.

Him:itsmybirthdaydaddy.Hestuckhistounge

outtohisfatherandranoffgiggling.



Me:youspoiledmyson.

Him:andnowicantwaitforourdaughtertobe

heresoicanspoilhertoo.

Me:unfortunatelyitsaboy.Helookedatme

wideeyed.

Him:aaahRorisang.

Me:im sorrybabeiforgot.

Hestooduptakingtheballoonsandwalkedout

passingMohaubythedoor.

Mohau:whatsupwithhim?

Me:ijusttoldhim im carryingaboyagain.

Him:sowhatstheproblem?

Me:hewantsadaughter.Iaskedforthegender

andhedidntwanttoknow.

Him:ababyisababy.

Me:tellhim thatanywayim havingagirlsoilied.

Helaughedandcalledforhiswife.Istoodup



andwentoutsidetocheckontheprogressof

thedecor.Everythingwasjustperfect.Isaw

Letlotlostandingbythebigjumpingcastle.I

wenttohim andhuggedhim from behind.

Him:yousaidyourfeethurt.

Me:iwantedtocheckoneverythingbeforeibath.

Him:ohk.

Me:babeim sorry.

Him:im notangryim justdissappointed.Ijust

wantedagirlbabe.

Me:wecanstillhaveanotherbaby.

Him:andifitsaboyagain?

Me:tryagaintillwehavegirl.

Him:3kidsareenoughformebbe.

Me:wellim happytobetheonlygirlinyourlife.

Hesmiledandpulledmeforakiss.



Peoplestartedarrivingincludingmymalebest

friendbayandaandhiswifeKoketsomysister.

WhenLehlohonoloturned1Bayandacameto

hispartyuninvitedaskedtospeakprivatelyto

Letlotlothentheybothwalkedoutlaughing.Till

thisdayihavenoideawhattheyspokeabout.

Butim happywearetogethernow.Im achefan

havemyownresturantandalsohaveabrand

ofdifferentsaucesinmyname.

Thepartyhadstartedandmyboywasholding

fifi'shandtightly.Fifiwashispartnerand

mohau'slastborndaughter.Wesangforhim

andtookpictures.Therewasnttimefor

speechesbecausethekidswerealltoeagerto

goplay.Nalediwasmarriedalsonottotheguy

youknew.Wellithadturnedoutthatshewasnt

pregnantforhim butforhisbossawhiteBritish

man.Auntwasangryatherbutnowsheisa

slaymama.Im happyforherbecauseshe



seemshappyandcantstoppoppingthem

babies.

Itwouldhavebeennicetohaveallthefamily

membershere.Letlotlohadmadethingseasier

forhisfamily.Hehadboughtorbuildshopsfor

hisunclesandauntsandthatwastheirsource

ofincome.Theywerenthappywellnot

everyonewasbecausetheyarejustlazy

leeches.Letlotlofeltbadatfirstbutihadtoput

myfootdown.Koketsocomesmywayandsit

nexttome.

Koki:howdoesitfeelbeingpregnant?

Me:itseverything.Goodandbad.

Koki:Bayandaandihavebeentryingsincemy

lastyearincollegebutnothingishappening.

Hismotherissupportivebuthisfatherand

auntsaregivingmeahardtime.

Me:didyougotoseeadoctor?

Her:yesandim perfectlyfineausiandsoishe.



Me:maybeyoujustneedtowaitabit.Iknow

Bayandaisntpushy.

Her:sometimes.Beingawomenitsprobablymy

faultwecantconcieve.

Me:im sorrysis.Iknowhowthatfeelsivebeen

there.

Koki:thatswhyim herepleasetellmehowyou

didit.

Me:withusthingsweremoretraditionallythan

medically.Idontwantyoutostressyourself

overthisbecausethatmaybethecausetoo.

Stressisntgoodatall.

SHesighsandputherheadonmyshoulder.My

relationshipwithkoketsoisamazing.Iwishi

couldsaythesamewithKatlehoandour

brothers.Theywantnothingtodowiththeboth

ofus.



Her:iwashmamacouldjustbeamotherfor

onceandhelpme.

Me:youshouldtalktoher.Youknowmaybe

thisisallofherfault.Ineedyoutocometo

churchwithmeandprayforyourmarriage

everynightandmorning.Getyourzulumanto

praytoo.

Shesmilerandnodherhead.Ihuggedherand

kissedherforehead.IsawLetlotlolookingat

mefrom adistancesmiling.
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Iwasgivenmedicationtoinduceme.Itsmuch

morepainfulthannaturalbirth.Letlotloran

backandputthecoldwettowelonmyforehead.

Me:takethisbabyoutofmenow.Pleasebabei



cantdothisanymore.

Hewipedmyforeheadandkissedmydrylips.

Him:icalledthedoctorshewillbeheresoon.

Inodmyheadandsupressedthescreamsthat

wantedtoescapemylips.Isqueezedhishand

andadoctorwalkedin.Shedidherthingsand

checkedme.

Her:ohkitsnowtimeicanseeherlittlehead.Im

notgonnacountforyoubutwheneveryoufeel

theneedtopushsqueezemyhandohk?

Inodmyhead.Letlotlokeptonwipingthe

sweatonmyface.Ipushedtwicebutnothing.

Doc:givemeonelaststrongpush.

Ididjustthatandshepulledthebabyout

followedbytheplacenta.

IfeltmyeyescloseandmygriponLetlotlo

loosened.

Letlotlo:babeareyouokay?



Inodmyhead.

Me:im tired.

Doc:youcansleepijustneedtostitchyouup

realquick.Letlotlowasgiventhebabyasthey

counteditsfingers.Iclosedmyeyesandlet

sleeptakeover.

Iopenedmyeyesslowlyandadjustedtothe

lightingintheroom.Letlotlowassittingnextto

mybedholdingourlittleprincess.Lehlohonolo

wasuponhisfeetonthechairnexttothem.

Hloni:daddypleasecaniholdher.

Letlotlo:sitdownfirst.

HedidandLetlotloputthebabyinhissmall

arms.

Hloni:whyisshesosmall?Wasithissmalltoo?

Letlotlo:youweremuchsmallerthanher.He

tookherbackandgaveherthebottle.



IsatupandHlonijumpeddownfrom thechair

andrantome.

Hloni:mama.Hetriedclimbingthebed.

Letlotlo:mamaisinpainHlonishecantcarry

you.Hepoutedhislipsandfoldedhisarmson

hissmallchest.

Me:itsohkbabehelphim up.Hepickedhim up

inonehand.Ihuggedhim andkissedhis

temple.

Hloni:iloveyoumama.

Me:iloveyoutooHlohlo.Dontyoulovedaddy

andyoursister?

Him:no..hesaidshakinghisheadno.

Letlotlo:youdontloveme?

Hegiggledandcoveredhiseyes.

Hloni:iloveyoudaddy.

Letlotlo:iloveyoumoreboy.Nowcomedown



somamaholdsyoursister.Hepoutedagainbut

movedtotheendofthebed.Letlotlogaveme

mydaughter.

Me:youareruiningmykidswithyouruglyness

Letlotlo.Helaughed.

Him:itsnotmyfaultmygenesarejuststrong

babe.

Me:Hloniisyourcopynowitsher?

Him:sheisstillyoungbabe.Shemightchange

asshegrowsold.

Me:ihopesoorpeoplewontevenbelieveigave

birthtothem.Hloniisaboysoits

understanable.

Him:mykidsarenotuglybabe.BesideHloniisa

man.

Ilookedatmybabygirl.Shewasdarklikeher

daddywellmaybeabitmore.Shehadpouted

pinklipswelleverybabyhasthose.Herears



wereactuallylighterthanherface.Ichecked

herfingersandtheywerealsoabitlight.Mom

saiditmeansthatwasababiestruecolour.

IlookedatmyfamilyasLetlotlochasedHloni

aroundtheroom.

Hloni:mamadaddywantmysweet.Letlotlo

caughthim amdstartedticklinghim.

Me:youaregoingtowakethebabyup.

Theystoppedandsatdown.

Iwontlieandsaymarriageiseasyitisnt.Its

aboutChoosingtodemonstrateaselflesslove

foreachfamilymember,andshowingthislove

throughrespect.Irespectmyhusbandenough

forhim torespectandlovemetoo.Imakesure

thereispeace,communicationandjoyinmy

home.Gettingherewasnteasyandiwouldlove

tobelievesincewehadHlonithingschanged.

Letlotlowasallaboutfamily.Our



communicationgotbetter.Weeventextedall

thetime.

IdontevenwanttolieandsayLetlotlohasbeen

faithfull.Ivenevercaughthim cheatingsoidont

reallyknow.

Letlotlo:Reabetsoe.

Ismiledandnodmyhead.Lehlohonolomeans

luck.Reabetsoemeanswehavebeenprovided

for.Indeedwehavebeenprovidedwithluck.

From thehardshipsoffamilyandtryingto

convieve.Butim happytobehererightonthis

bedwatchingthesmileonmyfamily"sfaces.

MynameisRorisangMotaungawomenfirst,a

motherandwife.Andthiswasmystory.


