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ChapterOne

°°°

{4weeksearlier}

"EventhoughIloveyousodearly.Icouldn'tmake

youstay.NoamountoftearsIcriedcould'vebrought

youback.IbeggedandbeggedbutwhowasIto

undowhathehaswrittendownthatitwasboundto

happensomewheredownthelineofourlives.You

leftmewiththeundyingscars.Youtookmyheart

withyouandthatistheselfishactofyouI'veever

witnessed.

MyheartstingswhenIthinkofourfuturethat

vanishedrightbeforemyeyes.Youhadme

forgettingthere'swhatwecalllosing,whichItendto

experienceonpeopleIlove.WhowasIfooling

thinkingasdeepasspendingforeverwithyou.You

wereneverminetokeepfromthefirstplace,thatis

whyIwasscaredtoloveyou.YesIamcoward,you

toldmethateverychanceyougot.Youwereright.I



amacoward,todayyouhaveleftwithmyheartand

amleftherewithnothingbutmemoriesofwhenI

metyou,whenyoucarriedmychildren.Whenyou

enduredallthatemotionlesslovemaking.You

alwayshadhopethatsomedayIwillchangeandbe

themanforyou,ofwhichIdid.Butsomethinginside

meisguilty,IfeellikeIstartedtobewhowantedlate.

HadIgivenyoutheloveandaffectionfromthestart,

Iwould'vehadmoretimetoloveyou.

IpromiseyouIshallnotforgeteverythingthatwe

were.

Italllivesinmyheadandwillprobablyalwaysdo

becauseyou'rethebestthingthathasever

happenedtomemamaKaSisekeloandSikelela.I

amleftalonewithourchildrentoraise.Ihopeyou'll

bewithmespirituallyonthedaytheyaskaboutyou.

Iwilltellthemyouslappedme.....

Toyoumyboy.Iguessheavencouldn'twaitforyou.

Iwould'vehadabestfriend,someonetoplaysoccer

withbuthiswillcouldneverbequestioned.No

matterwhat.WhentheDrtoldmeyouwereinside

yourmotherandyourheartwasstillbeating.Ihad



hopeyou'llmakeit.TheDrtoldmehe'stootinyhe

can'tliveIbeggedhimtotryatleast.3months

seemedbiginmymind.Ipleadedwithyour

grandmothertosignthecsectionpermit.She

agreed,IprayedastheDrsoperatedyourmother.I

haveneverprayedthatmuchinmylife.When...when

theDrtoldmetobereadytoholdyou.Hesaid.

"MrDube,ifItoldyouthere'sachangeforyourchild

tomakeitI'dbelying"

InoddedbecauseIhadnowords.Beinginthe

presenceofyourmotherwho'snomoreandhearing

thatthere'snochanceforyou,somethinginsideme

died.

Hegavemeyou,Ithoughtyouwerebigbuttomy

surpriseyoufitonmyhand.Ilaughed.Ihadnever

seensuchatinyhumanbeing,thetinygarmentthe

nursegavemetocoveryouupwithlookedlikea

duvet.LalangoxoloMbuyazi.ToyoutooNdlovukazi

yami.Deathshallnotbeproud.Heavenhasgained

yetanotherAngels"

Withallthatsaid.Hegavethemicrophonebackto



theprogramdirectorandwenttoChloe'smother

andtookthetwins.Heheadedforthemaindoor,all

eyesonhim.Pityinghimhecouldfeelitonhis

shouldersashewalkedon.

Khulekanifollowedashortwhileafterhevanished

out.Hefoundhimbucklinguphischildrenonthe

backseat.Hepattedhisshoulder.

Khule:"Getonthepassengerseat"

Hehesitantlyopenedthedoorandgotin.Khule

walkedaroundtothedriver'sseat.Theydroveoff....

°°°

{PresentDay}

HefoundKhulesmokingnexttothepond,leaning

againstthewallwithhisanklescrossed.

Hestoodbeforehimwithhishandsonhispockets.

Quinton:"Everythingisfinalized.Icanmovein

anytimefromtomorrow"

Khulekanibroughthiseyesupbrieflyandthen

lookedaway."Deepdownyouknowitisforthebest"



Khulelookedathimagain.

Khule:"Forwho?You?"

Hetookadeepbreathanddroppedhiseyes."YeahI

thoughtso"

Hekilledthecigaretteontheashtrayandwalked

backtothehouse.

Quinton:"We'restilltalking"

Khule:"You'retheonetalking"

Quinton:"You'rebeingunreasonable"

Khule:"AmI?"Heinhaled."You'vemadeupyour

mind.Whydon'tyoutakeyourbagsandyourkids

anddrivetotheairportalready?"

Quinton:"Ican'tbehere.Everythingaroundhere

remindsmeofher."

Khule:"Andthetwinsdon't?Youneedtomanupand

helpmefindthatbastardnotherewhining.Youneed

tofindjusticeforyourwifenotrunaway"

Quinton:"Amnotrunningaway!"

Khule:"Idon'tcarewhatthefuckyoucallitbuttome



itisrunningaway"

Quinton:"KhulekaniI-"

Heraisedhishandandclimbedupthestairs.

Quintoncursedunderhisbreath.

"Kelly.Pleasemakethepaymentsforthepeople

who'llpaintandfurniture.Iamstilldecidingonthe

datetomovein.Willletyouknow"

HesenttohisnewPAandwenttothenursery...

°°°

[Khethelo]

HetookoffhisT-shirtandwalkedstraighttothe

bathroom.Iknowbetterthantofollowhimrightnow.

IpickedtheT-shirtfromthefloorandputitonthe

basket.

Me:"Didyouguysfightagain?"Isaywhenhecomes

out.ThatwasthequickestshowerI'veeverseen.

Khule:"Tellmeifamwrong.ButIseriouslydon'tsee

thereasonforhimtomovetoFreeState"

Me:"Durbanbabe"



Khule:"Yesthat.Weshouldbelookingforthat

assholenothimrunningaway"

Me:"ShouldItalktohim?"

Khule:"Please."

Hefinisheddressingup.Amsleepingaloneagain

today."AmmeetingupwithMpisi.Hehasalead"

Me:"Doesn'theeveryday"Isayandopenthe

curtains.

Khule:"I'llbebackbeforesupper"

Hekissedmycheekandbrieflyrubbedmystomach.

"Iloveyou"

Inoddedandwenttothebathroom.Iheardthedoor

close.Ithrewup,mylife.

Theinternetpeoplewilldeceiveyou.Theytakethose

cutepregnancypicturesholdingtheirbumpsmaking

youthinkpregnancyisthateasy.

Wellitisnowhereclosetobeingeasy.Ivomit.Ihate

men.EspeciallytheseDubetwins,thepainof

toleratingthem!



Ieateachandeverysecond.IthanktheLordwe

movedintothisnewhouse,theminikitchenisGodly

sent.

Idon'tknowwhereKatlegogetsallthisenergyfrom

butwhatIknowisthatIdonotlikeitonebit.

Idon'tgethowdidthisstomachgrowtobethisbig

justin4weeks.I'dliketothinkpregnancyis

psychological.Iwasfourmonthslastmonths

unawareIhadnosignsofbeingpregnantandmy

stomachwasflatbutnow...

Whatahardtimetobepregnant.Everyoneis

occupied.Iamjustgladhestillmanagestomake

timeforus.

Itakeonelastglanceatmyballoonselfatthemirror.

Itrytolookgoodfortheworld.ThispartofJo'burg

isfullofnewspeopleineverycornerbecauseallthe

highprofilepeoplelivehere.Itissoannoying

honestly.Theshootingsagadrewattentiontous,

theypaidpeopletomakethestoryvanishbutthe

bloodyDailyBreadnewspaperthreatenedtoexpose

themsotheybackedoffandleteverypaparazzi



haveascoopabouttheDubes.Truthorlies,every

incidentmakesittothefrontpage.Ifounditvery

insensitiveofthemtotakepicturesofQuinton

talkingatthememorialserviceandthefuneral.

Katlegohasalreadybeatenup3ofthejournalistsso

farandstillcountingbecausetheyallannoying.I

wishIcouldfighttoo.

Thewholeworldknowsthatampregnant.'Slay

mom'ishowamreferredto.Thefunnythingis,they

neverfollowtheseDubemenbutus.They'vegone

asfarastrespassingatEmi'splace.Journalismis

oneofthehardestcareersIswear.Imaginechasing

afterpeopleeveryday.

...

Ifoundhimplayingwiththetwins.Myheartstill

breaksforhim.He'snothim.Helookslost.Youcan

tellsomethingismissing.Hissmilesareforced.His

eyesarealwaysredandswollen.

Itsbeen4weeks.Amstillstrugglingmyself.

SometimesIstillcallhernumber.Shetookherlast

breathbeforeoureyes.



Itishardtobelieve.I'veneverbeensolostinmy

wholeentirelife.Heshookher,hecried,hekissed

her,theheartmonitormadethepanicsound,theline

wentstraight,Iprayed.

TheDrscameinfloodingtheroom,theyescortedus

out.Heforcefullywentbackin.Itriedtaminghim

down,heaskedmetowakeherup,itstillbreaksmy

heart.IstillhearhiscryeverynightbeforeIgoto

sleep.

Me:"They'llberunningaroundsoon"hebroughthis

headuptoseemeandsmiled.Ismiledback.

Quinton:"SisekeloislazymaybeSikelela"

Me:"Itsalwayslikethat"

Itookaseatonthesinglecouchfacinghim."How

areyou?"

Quinton:"Idon'tknow"

Me:"Khuletellsmeyouguyshadanagreement

again"helookedatSisekeloandkissedherthengot

backatme.

Quinton:"Yeahwedid."Heexhaleddeeply."The



thingis,meleavingisnotrunningawayfrommy

responsibilitiesbutmetryingtofindpeace"

Me:"Andyoucan'tdothathere?"

Quinton:"Yes.Iwanttobeaway.Awayfrom

everyonewhoknowsme,awayfrompeoplewho

lookandpityme,awayfromeverythingthatreminds

meofher.Ican'tbearbeinginmyhousebecauseI

seeherineverycorner.Herperfumeisalloverthe

house.IfIcontinuetostayhereIamgonnagocrazy

Khethelo.Iwilllosemymind.Khulewantsmeto

stayhereandfindwhoeverdidthat,themorewego

forrevenge,thekillingswon'tstop.Tomorrowit

wouldbesomeoneelse,Iamtiredoflosing

everyoneIlovethroughguns.ForonceinmylifeI

justwantpeace,Iwanttobethebestfathertomy

kidsandagoodbrothertomysiblingsandtoyou

wives."

Idon'tknowifit'shormonesbutmyeyesgotwet.

Me:"Youhavemyblessings.Gooutthereandgain

yoursanityback.Youdeservetogrievepeacefully"

Hesmiledwiththetearsinhiseyes.



Quinton:"Thankyou"

Myphonerang.Katlego.

Me:"KatlegoandIaregoingout.Chrisshould-"

Chris:"Amhere"

Me:"I'llseeyouguyslater"Ikissedthemunchkins.

Wearen'tbestoffriendsthesedays.

Chris:"MrsDube"

Me:"Mbuyazi"

Chris:"Youlookbeautiful.LiamandPaulwillbe

drivingyou"

Me:"Paul?Isn'thesupposedtobeatthecampus?"

Chris:"Idon'tknow"

ThatchildneedsJesus.Heneverstopsspeaking.I

preferCebo.Ohthey'reournewlyfoundsons.Idon't

knowwhereKhulefoundthembutallIknowisthat

he'sveryfondofthem.

Andthenthelonglostson.Wehaven'tseenhim

sincethefuneral.Mybabycouldn'teat.Hewasso

broken,theyconnectedwithChloe.Heblames



himself.Hesaysheshould'veforeseenit.Nobody

goesagainstGod'swill.Noone.

Isenthimatextaskingifhe'sokayrightafter

gettinginthecar...

°°°

[Narrated]

Sisiphotookherschoolbagandfollowedthetwins

rightafterbiddingtheirparent'sgoodbye.

Leloswiftlygotupandcollectedthedishes,Kush

gotupandhelpedher.

Kush:"Yougoingtohurtyourself"shegavehimthe

evileyeandtookthedishestothekitchen.Kush

followedher.

Kush:"Whatisyourproblem?"

Shecontinueddoingthedisheswithoutpaying

attentiontohim.

Kush:"Nompumelelo"

Lelo:"Pleaseleavemethehellalone!"

Kushtookbothherhandsoutofthewaterandmade



hertofacehim.

Kush:"Talktomemylove"

TearsrolleddownLelo'scheeks.

Lelo:"Howlong?"

Kush:"Howlongwhat?"Hesaidpuzzled.

Lelo:"Howlonghaveyoubeenscrewingourlawyer?"

Alumpstuckonhisthroat.Hefailedtomaintaineye

contact.Lelosnatchedherhandsoutofhisgrip.

"You'rerottenMadonna.You'rearottenman!"

Shestormedtothebedroomupstairsleavinghim

shouthername.

Shegrabbedherphoneandwenttotheinternetand

tookthenumberssheneeded.

Shecalledthenumber.

Glade:"DubeConstructionMrDube'sofficegood

morning"

Lelo:"CanIspeaktoMrDubeplease?"

Glade:"Goingthroughpleaseholdon"



Sheheldon...

Khule:"Dube,goodmorning"herheartstartedracing.

"Hello?"

Lelo:"Iknowwho-"

Thedooropened.Kushgotin.Shefroze.

Khule:"Hello?Hello?Who'sthis?"

Shequicklyhungupandlockedherphonethen

hurriedtothebathroom....
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ChapterTwo

°°°

[Khethelo]

"YeahI'llcallyoufirstthinginthemorning...noIthink

he'sasleep...sure"

Heclosedthedoorandputhisphonebackinhis

pocket.

Khule:"Hibabe"

Me:"Hi"



Hepassedontothebathroom.Hesurebathsalot

thesedays.

Iappliedlotiontomyhandsandtooktherobeoff.

Thisbedisheavenly.Notshortnortall,justokay.I

restedmyheadontheheadboardandtookmybook

andresumedreading.

Myphonerang.

Me:"Hey"

Quinton:"IsKhuleback?"

Me:"Yeahhe'sback.Doyou-"thelinedied.Itried

callinghimagainitwentthroughvoicemail.

"Welandedsafely.Thesignalisn'tgoodhere,I'llbuy

anewcardtomorrow.ThetwinssayHellomommy"

Ichuckled.

"That'sgreat.TellthemImissthemalready.Callme

whenyoubuyit.Goodnight"

Iresponded.

Khulereturned,wearingonlyhisboxers.Hislegs

makemesickhonestly.



Hemodelledtheswitchandturnedthelightoff.

Me:"Amreading"

Khule:"Its9pm.Youshouldrest"

Me:"Ihadenoughrestingtoday"

Heclimbedonandgotclosertome.Hisbreath!

Ishifteduncomfortably.Hekissedmycheek.

Khule:"Didyoumissme?"

Me:"YesIdid.Didyoumissme?"

Khule:"Imissyouevenwhenyou'reinthebathroom

topeebabe"

Ismiled."Whyareyoureadingthisbook?"

Hetookitandclosedit.

Me:"Itsinteresting"

Khule:"Learninghowtocheat?"

Me:"Didyoureadthetitle?"

Khule:"Yes.Whymencheatandwhywomendoit

better"



Me:"Whichpartsaystherearecheatinglessons?"

Khule:"Itsthesame.DidQuintongotobedearly?"

Me:"Noheleft"

Khule:"Heleftwhere?"

Me:"Durban."

Khule:"Andyoudidn'ttellme?"Hegotupandturned

onthelightsandwalkedoutleavingthedooropen.

Igotupandwenttopee.Iheardthedoorclose.

Khule:"Khethelo"

Me:"Amcoming"

Hegotin.

Khule:"Youlethimleave?"

Me:"WhatwasIsupposedtodo?"

Khule:"Hecan'tbeoutthereonhimselfheneeds

us!"

Me:"That'swhereyouhaveitwrong.He'sgrown,

you'regrown.Atsomepointthiswasboundto

happen.Youcan'tlivetobeoneachother'sfacetill



youdie.Quintonisanadult.Hedoesn'tneedyouto

tellhimwhattodoandwhat'snottodo"

Igotupandwalkedbacktothebedroom.Igotin

bedandcoveredmyhead.Khulekaniisn'thealthyfor

mybloodpressure...

°°°

[Emihle]

Sigh.

Newyear.Oldsorrows.Carryingthepreviousyear's

frustrationsandpaintoyournewyearisa

permanentstepthatitisn'tyouryear.

Weleadaverydistinctlifestyle.Givenachanceto

chooseafamily,I'dchooseanybutnottheDubes.

Weburyeverynowandthen.Wedodgebullets

constantly.Idon'tcarehowmuchtheyallmightact

likethisisn'teffectingthemdeepdowntheyknow

thatbeingusisfuckinghell.

WhenwecamebackfromhomeIwascalledfor

interviewinoneofthebiggesttelecommunications

companiesinJo'burg.Iamanauditor,allthanksto



mymotherwhointroducedmeintomanycareers.I

hateditwhenshetoldmetotakeonlinelectures.

TodayIamgrateful.Shewasn'tperfectbitonething

forsure,shealwaysdidwhatwasbestforus.

JasonJasonJason!

Trashatit'sbest.Thethoughtofhimstillrepulseme.

IhavenotseenhimsincethatdayandIprayeach

dayIneverdo.Myheartisstillbleeding.Iwillnever

forgivehimforthat.

Myhobbiesthisyearincludenothavingaman.What

Ineedisabestie,someonetoshopwith,travelthe

countrywith,gooutondates,confideinher.That's

all.

...

Iarrivedatwork.They'realsofriendlypeople.The

wholebuildingisvibrantandnaturefriendly.We

havebirdsinsideontheirlittlecages.AtfirstI

thoughtitwasveryoddbutthenIrealizedits

actuallyspiritliftingtostepinhereandhearthem

chip.

"HeyEmz"IgettoendureuntilImakeittothelift.Its



onlybeentwoweeksbuteveryonearoundhere

seemstoknowmyname.

Mynewbossisratherscary.I'veonlyseenhimonce

andnotlookingforwardintoseeinghimagain.

IsettledonmydeskandVeecameinandpoured

mecoffee.Shehandedmethecup.

Me:"Thankyouandwhatdoyouwant?"

Vee:"MrKhanaskedmetodoresearchonglobal

warming,Ihappenedtoforget,youknowhavingkids

isn'teasy.Yougetbusysoonasyoustepinyour

doorsoIforgot"

Me:"Okay?WheredoIenter?"

Vee:"Pleaseteachme2or3things"

Me:"GlobalwarmingisverycommonVee"

Vee:"Iknowbutthoseareverysophisticatedpeople

Ineedtousebigwordslikephotosynthesis"I

laughed.

Me:"Knowwhat?I'lljoteverythingdownforyouand

forwardit"



Shesmiled.

Vee:"Thankyou.Lunchisonme"

Me:"Ofcourseitis"

She'sthefirstonewhoreachedoutonmyfirstday.

30yearsold,marriedandtheboss'sPA.She'sa

goodperson,neverserious.Ilikeher,weeat

togetherduringlunch.

Sheshookhergiganticassout.Mytelephonerang.

Me:"MissDube'soffice"

Caller:"MissDube.There'saboardmeetingaround

1o'clockpleaseavailyourself"

Me:"ThankyouIwill"

IhungupandcalledQuinton.Mymamasbaby.

Quinton:"ForamomentIthoughtyouforgotabout

me"

Me:"Itssowindythere,Ican'thearyou"

Quinton:"Oh,we'reatthebeach"

Me:"Withthekids?"



Quinton:"Yep.They'reoverthereeatingthesand"

Me:"ThesandissaltyBhuti!"

Quinton:"They'regrowingup.Whenareyou

coming?"

Iknewit.NowIwillhavetogoupanddown.

Me:"Thisweekend.Havetheyfurnishedyet?"

Quinton:"Theyareaswespeak.We'regoingtostay

atahoteluntilthey'redone"

Me:"Okay.Iloveyouguys"

Quinton:"Weloveyoumore"

Hehungup.Hesoundedabitlighter.Heputmy

heartateaseIwasworriedabouthim.

°°°

[Khule]

IgotoffthephonewithCharles.Hecanbeso

uselessattimes.Icouldn'ttracedownJason,he

knowsthesetrackingthings.Mpisifailedtoo.That

womanwantedtotellmesomething.Anditwas

somethinguseful.Ijustcouldn'tshakeoffthe



feelingthatshewantedtotellmesheknowswho

shootTylerandChloe.

Todaywasfrustratingenough.Quintonleft,andIon

theothersideistryingtohuntdownthatfooland

nowthismysteriouswoman.

Khethelo:"You'restillhere?"Shesaidwhenshegot

inthelounge.Soundingveryboredtoseeme.I

broughtmyeyesuptoher,shealsolookedbored.

Me:"Yes.Iamworkingfromhometoday.Imadeyou

breakfast"

Khethelo:"Atleast"shewalkedtothekitchenand

returned.

Me:"Whydidyousaythat?"

Khethelo:"What?"Shestuffedherself.

Me:"Amsorry"Isayafterawhile.

Khethelo:"Forwhat?"

Me:"Aboutlastnight"

Khethelo:"Don'tsweatit.Weallhaveourdemons"

Me:"Surewedo"



Shefrowned.Ilaughed.

Khethelo:"Haveyoucalledhim?"Ishookmyhead.

"toomuchfornotbeingabletolivewithouthim"

Me:"I'llcallhimwhenI'vecooleddown"

Khethelo:"OK"

Myphonerang.

Me:"It'sthehospital"shestoodonherfeet.

Me:"Calmdown"Ianswered."Hello"

Caller:"MrDube?Pleaserushtothehospital.Your

brotherhaswokenupbutwehaveaproblem"

Me:"Amcoming"Ihungup.

Khethelo:"Isheokay?"

Me:"Yes.Amgoing"

Khethelo:"Amcomingwithyou"

Me:"NoI'llbespeedingup"

Shekeptquiet.Ikissedherandtookmycarkeys

andwalkedontothedoor.

Khethelo:"I'llfrogmyselfthen"



Iturnedaround.Whyisshealwaysmessingwithmy

head.

Me:"Come"

Shesmiledandtookherplateandjuice.Icarriedthe

juiceforher.

-

Wearrivedatmidday.WefoundChrisandKatlego

sittingonthewaitingarea.

Me:"Itriedtocallyouguys"

Chris:"Mybatterydied.Didtheytellyouwhat'sgoing

on?"

Me:"No"

Khethelo:"Buttheysaidhe'sawakeright?"

Chris:"Yes.Butthatdoesnotmeanwe'reoffthe

hook,hisvitalorgansmightstartactingup"

Katlego:"Canwebepositiveplease?"

"TylerDube?"

Weallstoodupandnodded.



Dr:"Pleasefollowme"

Wealldid.

Dr:"MrDube,yourfamilyishere"

Heturnedhisheadtoourdirection.Hewidenedhis

eyes.

Tyler:"Dooccttoorr"hesaidslowly."Thesearethe

peoplethatkilledme,thesearethementhatshot

mepleasegetthemoutofhere,please.Security!"

Chris:"Tyleritsus"

Tyler:"YesIseeyou.Youkilledme"

Ibecamelostforwords.Khethelogotundermyarm

andcried.Hekeptcallingforsecurity.TheDrcame

tome.

Dr:"We'restillrunningsometests.Yesterdayhis

brainwasfunctioningverywell,Idon'tknowwhat

happened."

Me:"Hewokeupyesterday?"

Dr:"Yes.Ihadtobesurehe'sreallyawakeandrun

sometests.HisconditionwasverycriticalMrDubeI



didn'twanttowakeyourhopes"

3securityguardscamein.

Tyler:"Arrestthem!Thesetwodarkmen.Leavethe

womenwithme"

ThesecurityguysaskedChrisandItocomewith

them.KhethelotriedtofollowIstoppedher.She

nodded.Wewalkedout..

°°°

[Katlego]

Hestartedlaughingsoonasthedoorclosed.We

stoodtherewatchinghim.Hecan'tbelosinghis

minddearLord.

Tyler:"Areyouguysgonnagivemeahug?"

IlookedatKhethelo."Howwasmyacting?Doyou

guysthinkMfundiVundlawouldhireme?"

Khethelo:"Youdidnotjustpullaprankonus"

Tyler:"SureashellIdid.Whydidy'allbringmehere?

Aren'ttherehospitalsinJo'burg?WhatifPitsocame

hereandunpluggedthemachinestochargehis



phone?"

Ilaughed.Evenonadeathbedhe'sstillcrazy.

Khethelo:"You'reunderwatch"

Me:"LetmecallKhethiwe"

Tyler:"Don'tbother,sheknows.She'sgonetobuy

meclothesandbeer"

Me:"Youcan'thavebeer"

Tyler:"Why?IfoughtsohardtowakeupbecauseI

couldn'timaginemylifewithoutit.Ughitssonice

beingsemi-dead"

ThedooropenedKhuleandChrisstormedin.Tyler

hidhimselfwithapillowandscreamed."Security!

They'rebacktokillmeagain!"...
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°°°

[Chris]

Katlego:"Calmdown"shechuckled.



Me:"Youknowwhatmakesmemad?Youguysfind

thisfunny"

Katlego:"That'sbecauseitisfunny.Thewayyou

guyspanicked.Thatwassopriceless"

Me:"Mxm.We'renotvisitinghimanytimesoon"

Katlego:"Whattimeisyourshifttoday?"

Me:"4pmandamnotinagoodspirit"

Katlego:"What'swrong?"

Me:"Idon'tknow.Youshouldgoregisterthekidsat

school"

Katlego:"I'lldoitoverinternet"

Me:"You'reobsessedwithinternetMrsDube"

Katlego:"That'sbecauseitisquickbaby"

Me:"Idon'ttrustit"

Katlego:"Letmeshowyouhowquickitis"

Shetookherphoneandpressedonit.

Katlego:"No!"

Me:"What?"Shegaveittome.



'ThelittleZebraisfindingithardtodealwith

Mommy'spassing'

Me:"Canthesepeoplestopmeddlingintoother

people'slives?"

Katlego:"JustwhenIthoughtwewerehavinga

smoothweek"

Me:"Doyouhaveairtime?"

Katlego:"Yes."

Isearchedforhisnumbers."Don'tshoutathim

okay"

Bonga:"Ma?"

Me:"By3pmIwantyouhere"

Bonga:"Baba?I-"

Me:"Comehome!Yououtthereactinglikean

irresponsibleadult."

Katlego:"Don'tshoutathim"

Me:"Amnot."

Bonga:"Ambehavingbaba"



Me:"Ohreally?Isthatwhythere'sapictureofyouin

aclubwithalcoholsurroundedbynakedwomen?"

Bonga:"Fuck,uhm..."

Me:"Yeahfuck.Comehome"

Bonga:"I-Iwill"

Ihungup.

Me:"Heneedsapunchintheface"

Katlego:"Nohedoesn't.He'stryingtodigestthis

wholething"

Me:"Bydrowninginalcohol?Youshouldstop

treatinghimasababy"

Katlego:"He'sgrievingbabe.Goinghardonhimwill

notchangeanything."IpickedHawuupandwalked

on."Whereareyougoing?"

Me:"UpstairstocallQuintonandthetwins."

Ineedtofastoneofthesedays.Everythingisgoing

wrong...

°°°



[Khethelo]

Bongaisgonnabethedeathofmeorsendmeto

prematurelabor.Whyonearthwouldhebethis

careless.OnemorethingforKhuletobarkthewhole

day.

Thursdaysaremyfavorite.Heleavesat5andreturn

at7pm.Hedoesn'tfindtimetopopupevery2hours.

Idon'tgettoseehissweatyblackface.

Iworemybikiniandaseethroughdress.Itookout

myfruitsaladandwenttorelaxonthebacklounge.

Theviewofthepool.JustwhatIneedatleastonce

aweek.Abeautifulrelaxeddaysittingonthecouch

doingnothing.AndnowIhaveamaid,shecomesin

3timesaweek.

Myphonerang.Uhthehusband.ButseriouslyQ,

videocall?Itookatowelandcoveredmychest.

Ianswered.The3ofthemappeared.

Me:"Heyguys"ughmybabiesmarn.

Q:"Heymama.Sayhellotomama"theyweren'teven

payingattention.



Me:"JustonedayinDurbanyouguysarealready

glowing"

Hechuckled.

Q:"ItsthechangeofatmosphereIguess.Forthe

firsttimesincethatdayIfoundadecentsleep,itfelt

sogood"

Me:"Ncoayougonnamakemecry.Amsohappyfor

you"

Q:"You'rethebestthingthathaseverhappenedto

usKhethelo"

Me:"HhaisukamarnQuinton"

Q:"Youknow,you'vewalkedwithmeinthisroadof

grieving.Somethingnoonehaseverdidforme.I

don'tknowwhatIwoulddoifyoueverleftus"

Me:"Amnotgoinganywhere"

Q:"ThankyouNguniza.Howarethelittleones

treatingyou?"

Me:"Verywell.Wejustmisstheoldersisters"

Sisekelohitthescreen.She'ssuchaproblemchild.



Q:"Idon'tknowwhichnannywillstandthesekids"I

laughed.

Me:"Getsomeoneolder.They'repatient"

Q:"I'lltry"

Me:"What'sgonnahappenaboutyourjob?"

Q:"KhethiwewilltakeoverasthenewCEO.Iwill

lookforsomethingtodohere.Evenbeingawaiteror

acleaner"

Ilaughed.

Me:"Thetabloidswouldbesohappy"

Helaughed.

Q:"Atleastthey'llhavesomethingtosell.Their

salarieswouldincreaseandtheygettobuy

themselveslives"Ilaughed.Thewayhehate

journalistsyou'dswearhewasn'tdatingone.Came

tothinkofit.

Me:"WhenlastdidyouhearfromBonga"

Q:"Thatoneisbusybeingirresponsibleoutthere.

Didyouseethepicture?"



Me:"Yes.Itoldhimtocomehome"

Q:"Iwanthimtoexplainthosenakedwomen.The

nextthingweknowin9monthstherewillbeagirl

claimingtohavehischild"

Me:"Don'tbehardonhimhle.That'shiswayof

grieving"

Q:"Itsshitty.Uhm...Letmegocheckonthe

progressatmyhouse.I'llcallyouguystomorrow"

Me:"OK.Sendmepictureswhenyougetthere"

Q:"Okay.Bye"

Me:"Bye"

Iputthephonedownandcontinuedeating.Itrang

again.Whoeverthatismustjustleavemealone.

"Ma'am.Ma'amcanyouhearme.There'sSam

Mngunihere.ShouldIlethimin?"

HowcouldIforgethe'scoming.Igotoffthecouch

andpressedthegatebutton.

Me:"Yespleaselethimin"

Thishousehasspeakers.Ishouldhavethemtaken



outbecauseKhulethinkthey'retoys.

Iwalkedtothefront.Iunlockedandwalkedoutto

him...them.Idon'treallylikethisgirlfriendofhis,or

shouldIsaybabymama.ShethinksshehasPhDin

everything.

Me:"Don'tkillmeforforgettingyou'recoming.Hey

girl,nicebrows"

Simi:"Iknowright.ItsMac'sneweyebrowgelyou

shouldtryit"

Me:"IWill"

SamhuggedmeandgavemeLuhle,hisson.Whom

hediscoveredrightafterChristmas.Ifhedidn'tlook

exactlyliketherestofusIwould'vetoldhimtogo

forDNA.He'sayearold.Shekepthimawaybecause

Samcheated.Shesayssheneededtimetocalm

down.Idon'tknowwhathesawinherbecause

they'retwodifferentkindsofpeople.ButIguess

oppositeattractsright?

Ifollowedthemin.Mefollowingthemintomyhouse.

Sam:"Doyouhavefood?"



Simi:"She'spregnant.Ofcoursethere'sfood"

Iplacedthebabyonthecounter.

Me:"Therearefriesinthefridgeandalsopies.You

canjustwarmitallup"

Sam:"Don'tyoueatburgersanymore?"

Me:"Ohandburgers"

Simi:"Youeatallthatfood?You'reonly5months

andalreadyballooning.Yourhusbandisgonnafind

youunattractivewhenyou'refat"

Me:"Usmarriedwomennevermindourweight

becausewe'reloved"

Simi:"Oh"

Thatmust'vesoundedharshbutIamtiredofher

tellingmewhatIalreadyknow.

Me:"Pleasemakesomeforustoo."IpickedLuhle

up.

Sam:"Thisisbrotherabuse.WhenisKhulecoming

back?"

SometimesIthinkhecomesherejusttoeatand



playgameswithKhule.Idon'tgettheirsudden

friendship.

Me:"He'snotcomingbacktoday"

Hisphonebeeped.Hesmiled.

Sam:"He'llbebackearlierthanusual"

Iscoffed.

Me:"Sam.Youknowyoucantellmeanythingright?"

Sam:"Yes"whyisheeveneatingmycreamy

chedders.

Me:"Areyougay?"

Simi:"What?"

Sam:"Yeahsometimes.Itdependsonthesituation

amunder"

Helaughed.Ineedanewbrother...

°°°

[Narrated]

Sisiphithrewherselfonthecouchnexttoher

mother.



Sisipho:"IthinkI'vefoundthedressforprom"

Lelo:"Atlonglast.Letmesee"shetookthe

magazineoutofSisipho'shands."This?"

Sisipho:"Yes.Thatvatthebackisinsanelybeautiful

mom"

Lelo:"Yoursenseoffashionisquestionablebaby.

SomedaysIdoubtthatyou'remychild"

Sisipho:"YouwantmetowearthoseSofiadresses?"

Lelo:"No.Findsomethingunique"

YezwewalkedinfollowedbyKush.Lelogotupand

walkedupthestairs.Kushfollowedher.

Yezwe:"Don'taskmeanythingbecauseIalsodon't

knowwhat'shappening"

Sisipho:"Iwasn'tgoingto.Iknowhecheatedon

momwithKim"

Yezwe:"What!?"

Sisiphofocusedonhermagazine.Yezwesnatchedit

away.

Sisipho:"What?"



Yezwe:"WhichKim?"

Sisipho:"TheLawyer"

Yezweputhishandsonhishead."Don'ttellmeyou

sleptwithhertoo"

Yezwe:"Shutthehellup!"

Sisiphoraisedherhandsinsurrender...

{Atthemasterbedroom}

Kush:"Areyoubeingforrealrightnow?"

Lelo:"NotnowCalvin!"Shecaughtherbreath.Kush

attemptedtototouchher."Don'ttouchme!"She

saidastearsburnedhereyes.

Kush:"Amsorryokay,Iamsosorry.Ihave

absolutelynoexcusewhyI-"

Lelo:"OhGodcanyoupleaseshutup.Idon'teven

recognizeyouanymore.You'renolongerthemanI

married"

Kush:"IambabyIam.Amsosorrymylove"

Lelo:"Inevermarriedakillernoracheater!"



Kush:"Ididn'tknowshewasgonnabethere"

Lelo:"Youshould'veinvestigatedbetterCalvin.Why

wouldyouevenwanttofightbattlesthataren't

yours"

Kush:"IoweSimonmylife"

Lelo:"Soyougonnabeakillernow?Killeveryone

whohadanythingtodowithhisarrest?He'swhere

hebelongs.Thisworldisbetteroffwithouthim.

Thatwomanwaspregnant!ShewaspregnantCalvin.

Wipethosetearsandstartcelebrating.Youdidwell"

Shesaidandhurriedtothedoorandlockedhimin.

Shepassedthekidsontheloungeandtookthecar

keys...

°°°

[Khule]

There'snothingasuselessasthethingswecall

police.4weekslaterthey'restillinvestigating.No

leadsnonothing.

Goingsiteseeingistheworstpartofrunningthis

company.



Me:"CallQuinton."

"CallingQuinton"

Quinton:"Mbuyazi"

Me:"Itsverypolitetoletacellphonering"

Quinton:"Notwhenyouwereabouttocallyour

twinny"

Ichuckled.

Me:"You'resuchaflatter.Wherearemygirls?"

Quinton:"Aren'tyougonnaaskmehowIam?"

Me:"Yousoundveryaliveandbetterthanthe

previousdays.IknowofthatbecauseIfeelawhole

lotbettermyself"

Quinton:"Apartofmewillprobablyneverheal"

Me:"Iknow.It'llgetbetterwithtime,littlebylittle"

Quinton:"Thankyou.Andtoansweryourquestion.

Yourgirlsarefineanddrivingmecrazy."

Welaughed.

Me:"We'reflyingdowntomorrow"



Quinton:"There'snoneedyoteaseme"

Me:"Weare.Allofus.DidyouseeBongawiththe

babes?"

Quinton:"Yes.Heneedsaserioushiding"

Me:"Why?He's22.Thatboydoesn'tknowfun"

Quinton:"That'lleffecthispossibilitiestofindajob"

Me:"Asifheneedsone...heymoveit!"Ihooted.

Quinton:"Areyoudriving?"

Me:"NoamataMcDonald'sdrivethroughtogeta

peaceofferingforarrivingthislate"

Helaughed.

Quinton:"ImagineIfyouhadtodoallthatfora

surrogate"

Me:"I'dhavekickedheroutalready"

HonestlyIwouldhave.WhatIexperienceathomeis

pureabuse.Iambeingpunishedforgettingher

pregnant.

Quinton:"Letmeputthebitterprincesstobed."



Me:"Keepwellanddon'tletmykidseatbeachsand"

Helaughed.

Quinton:"ByeKk"

Me:"Don'tforgettocallyourcrazyassbabybrother.

Thatmonkeyisabutcase"

Helaughed.

Quinton:"Icalledhimaround3pm.He'squite

impressedwithhimselfifImaysay"

Me:"Amnotvisitinghimuntilhecallsandapologize"

Quinton:"That'syourmother'schild"

Me:"Yeahwhatever.Bye"

Hehungup.Ican'tbelievewe'reapart.Wehaveto

makeavisitingschedule.

...

Iarrivedathome.Thelightswereoff.Godknowsam

notreadyforthisconversation.Iparkedandgotout.

Iunlockedandgotin.Iturnedonthelights.Shewas

seatingonthekitchencounter.



Khethelo:"Ihopeyouhavemychickenlickenhot

wingsandKFCmilkshake"

NotwhenIboughtburgers,fries,chickennuggets

andicecream.

"IsthatMcDonald?Pleasetellmeitsnot"

Me:"BabeyoueatMcDonald'severyday"

Khethelo:"SonowIshouldeatitevenwhenIdon't

want?Ihateburgers.Ihatefries.Iwantwings"she

cried.

Itookadeepbreath.Iplacedthepaperbagnextto

herandhelpedherdown.

Me:"Let'sgogetyourwings"

Ipulledherouttothecar.

Khethelo:"Thiscarsmellsofadifferentperfume"

Me:"IgaveGladealift"

Khethelo:"Youshouldbuyheracar"

Me:"Shecan'tdrive"

Khethelo:"Takehertodrivingschoolthen"



Me:"That'snotmyresponsibility"

Khethelo:"Bongaishere"

Me:"Didhetellyouwherehewas?"

Khethelo:"Ididn'task."

Me:"Mmmh"

Wearrivedatchickenlickenandboughtthewings.

Shesmiledwhenourorderarrived,nowIcansleep

inpeace.

Khethelo:"MmmtheseneedhotMcDonald'sfries"

Me:"Luckyuswehavesomeathome"

Khethelo:"NoIwantfreshones"

Me:"McDonaldis30minutesawayMaMnguni"

Khethelo:"Finethen.PullupIwanttopee"

Me:"Thosetoiletsaren'tsafe"

Khethelo:"You'llwaitatthedoor"

Iparkedandgotout.Sheraninsidethetoilet.Istood

atthedoor.ItextedQuintonaboutmyunfortunate

effortasIwaited.



"Baby"Iturned.

Me:"Thatwasquick."Istartedwalkingon.

Khethelo:"Stop"Idid."Don'tpanicokay"

Iimmediatelypanickedandrushedtoher.

Me:"Areyouokay?Arethekidsokay?"

Khethelo:"Yeswe'refinebutthiswomaninhere

isn't"whew!Whatwoman?

Me:"Whatwoman?"

Khethelo:"Shehasgivenbirthandurgentlyneedsto

gotohospital"

Me:"What?"

Khethelo:"Canwecallouremergencyambulance?"

Me:"Yeahsure.Goahead.Isthebabyalive?"

Khethelo:"Yes.UhmHi.We'reattheSouthHeights

andurgentlyneedsanambulance.Awomanjust

gavebirthandshe'slosingalotofblood.Onthe

toiletatthecorner.Thankyou"

Me:"Aretheycoming?"



Khethelo:"Yes.I'llgobewithher,pleaseborrowme

yourjacket"

Itookitoffandgaveittoher.

WhocanIcall?Icalledtheinsurancecompanyagain.

Iheadthesirens.Iputthephonebackatmypocket.

Anambulancepulledupnexttomycar.Thatwas

quick.Theyrantowardsmewithastretcher.

Me:"She'sinside"

Theyranin.

Acoupleofminuteslatertheygotoutpullinga

stretcher.

Paramedic1:"WeneedmorekingslikeyouMrDube"

Me:"Itsonlyapleasure"

Khethelofollowedwithmyjacketonherhands.

Me:"CanIhavemyjacketbacknow?"Shequickly

pulledaway.

Khethelo:"Careful!There'sababyinhere"

Me:"OhmyGodamsosorry.CanIseeit?"



Iopenedalittleslit.Babiesaresougly.

Me:"Itssocute"

Khethelo:"Iknowright"

Me:"Areyoucrying?"

Khethelo:"HowcanInot?Soonwewellbeholding

ours"

"Uhm...MrandMrsDube?"

Us:"Yes?"

Paramedic2:"Thebabyplease"

Me:"Yeah,amsorry"

Paramedic:"Itsokay"

Shehandedhimthebaby.

Khethelo:"Willshebefine?"

Paramedic:"Yesma'am."

Me:"TakehertonetcareI'llcoverthepayments"

paramedic:"Salute"

Hewalkedintheambulanceandtheydroveoff.



Me:"AmproudofyoumyQueen"Ikissedher

forehead.Shesmiledandtookmyhand.Wegotin

thecar.

Me:"Didyougethername?"

Khethelo:"Yes.NompuleloMadonna"

Sherestedherbigheadonmyshoulder.Wedrove

off
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ChapterFour

°°°

[Khethelo]

SometimesIwishIcouldjustgetacallfrom

Mangcobotellingmethatshe'sfetchingherjet.

Khulekanitoldmewe'regoingtoDurbaninthenoon.

NohedidnotaskifIhaveplansfortheweekend.He

justdecidedonhisownlikeasingleman.

MyphonerangasIwalkedoutofthebathroom.I

shouldchangethistone.Itsirritating.

Me:"Hi"



Don:"There'sMissEmihleDubehereatthegate

shouldIletherin?"Doesthismanstillwantsthisjob?

Makingawholeprincesswait?

Me:"Letherin"

IhungupandcalledKhule.

Khule:"Wife"

Me:"IsthereanotherwayIcouldgetinformedif

there'sapersonatthegate.Ican'ttakethis

anymore"

Khule:"Yesthereis.Gladewillbetheonegranting

accessfromthenexthour"

Me:"Thankyoumbuyazibye"

Khule:"WingsorBurger?"

Me:"Haven'tdecidedyet.Bye"

Ithrewthephoneatthebedandputontheunder

wears.Katlegoboughtmeawholebagofmatching

brasandpanties.Iamnottalkingtheordinary

panties.Imeanthelacesexythings.

Thedooropened.Shelooks26.OhGodwehaven't



celebratedasinglebirthdaysinceIcametothis

home.

Emi:"Bongaisburningdownyourkitchen"

Me:"He'llreplaceeverything."

Welaughedandhugged.Shekissedmybump.

Emi:"Mybabiesloveyou.You'resosmooth"she

saidpinchingmycheek.Thisiswhothesebabies

prefer.Theyloveher.

Me:"Areyoutakingmeout?"

Emi:"No.Butnowthatyou'vesuggestedit.YesIam"

Me:"Iloveyousomuch.Iwannagosomewhere

afterthatdate"

Emi:"Lookhowsexyyouareinthatset"

Ichuckled.

Me:"Itrynottobutitsjusttoohard"howabouta

nude?"Gotothebathroom"

Emi:"Why?"

Me:"Iwannatakeanude.Betteryetjustgetinthe



closetandfindmesomethingtowear"

Sheshookherheadlaughingandwalkedintothe

closet.Itookmyphoneandposedinfrontofthe

mirror.Holdingmybumpandallthat.

"Hidzaddzy"*6picturesattached*

Iputitonflightmodeandstarteddoingmybrows...

°°°

[Tyler]

MycrushDrcameinservingmethemostbeautiful

smile.

Her:"GoodmorningAdvocateDube"

Me:"MorningDrDube"shechuckled.

Her:"Ihaveverygoodnewsforyou"

Me:"Amuseme"

Her:"Yourbloodresultsareverybeautiful.Your

spinalcordisveryintact,theonlyproblemwehave

isthewoundonyourleftthigh.Youwillbeableto

walkjustthatyouwillbeusingcrutchesforbalance"



Me:"ThosearethebestnewsI'veheardallday.

WhenamIgoinghome?"

Her:"Amgonnagoandissueyourdischargepermit"

musictomyears.

Shewalkedout.Theladywhoservesbreakfastgot

inandplacedhertastelessfoodonthetable.I

smiledandthankedher.Shewalkedout.Itookmy

phoneandcalledKhethiwe.

Khethiwe:"Hey"sheyawned.She'snotserious.

Me:"Don'ttellmeyou'reasleep"

Khethiwe:"Why?"

Me:"HowcanyousleepwhenIamgetting

discharged?"

Khethiwe:"Amcoming"

Me:"Whydoyousoundbored?"

Khethiwe:"BecauseIwanttocryTyler"

Me:"Whybaby?"

Khethiwe:"BecauseIdon'thaveajob"



Me:"I'llfiremyPAandhireyou"

Khethiwe:"We'regoingtoDurban"

Me:"When?"

Khethiwe:"Thisevening"

Me:"OK.PleasebringmemyNikeflops"

Khethiwe:"OKbabe.Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoumore"

IhungupandcalledKhule.

Khule:"MfanaKaMangcobo"

Me:"Yesbetrayer.Whoareyouguysthinkyouare

planningtogotoDurbanwithoutme?"

Khule:"NooneisgoingtoDurbanwithoutyou.Liam

isgonnafetchyou"

Me:"Ohh.Ithoughtyoudidn'tlovemeanymore."

Khule:"Idon't."

Me:"Whenareyou-"hehungup."Bloodyswine"

°°°



[Narrated]

TheDrcameinpushingababycot.

Lelosatupstraightandsmiled.

Dr:"Goodmorningmommy"shepickedthebabyup

andgavehimtoLelo.

Lelo:"OhmyGodyou'resotiny"

Dr:"Andashealthyasevernow.Allthankstothe

womanwhofoundyouorelsewewould'velostyou

both"

Lelo:"Iowehermylife"

Dr:"We'restilltryingtogethercontactnumbers"

Lelo:"Thankyou"shesmiled.

Dr:"Letmeleaveyoutwotobond"

Shewalkedout.Khethelowalkedin.Shetookadeep

breathwhenshesawher.

Khethelo:"Finally!I'vebeento4wardsalready."

Lelolookedatherpuzzled.

Khethelo:"Ibroughtclothestochange,agown,food



andNana'sclothestoo."Shesaidplacingtheplastic

onthetableandabagnexttoit.

Lelo:"Uhm...Idon'tmeantoberudebutdoIknow

you?"

Khethelo:"Ohmybad.AmKhetheloMnguni.Wemet

atthetoiletlastnight"

Lelogasped.Hereyesgotfilledwithtears.

Khethelo:"Don'tcry"

Shegotupandhuggedher.

Lelo:"Thankyousomuchsisi.Ifyouhadnot

showedup,we'dbetalkingofsomethingelsetoday"

Theybrokethehug.Khethelosatdownagain.

Khethelo:"Godwillalwayssendsomeonetorescue

youlove"

Lelo:"Ioweitalltoyou"

Khethelo:"Whywereyoudrivingaloneatnight?"

Lelolookedaway."Itsokaydon'tsayit.Haveyou

calledhome?"



Lelo:"No.Ijustneedtobeonmyown,awayfrom

them"

Khethelo:"Understandable.Areyouhungry?"

Lelo:"Amstarving"

Khethelotooktheplasticwithfoodandplacedit

nexttoher.

Khethelo:"Letmeholdhimwhileyoueat"

Lelo:"Doyouknowmyname?"Shesaidhandingthe

babyover.

Khethelo:"Yes.Nompuleloright?"Lelosmiledand

nodded.

Lelo:"Homemadefood.OhmyGodyou'reGodly

sentforreal"

Khethelo:"Aisuka.Eatandgainyourstrengthback,

thischampherewillneedafullboobie.Rightbaby?"

Lelo:"Youhaveaverygoodheart.Areyoumarried?"

Khethelo:"YesIam.IforgettosayamaDube,ithas

notsinkin."

Lelo:"TheeDubes?"



Khethelo:"Theonesthatwereallovernewsrecently.

AmKhulekani'swife"

Lelochockedonherspit.

Khethelo:"OhmyGodareyouokay?"

Shehandedherwater.Lelodrankup.

Lelo:"Thankyouamfine."Shefakedasmiled.

Khethelosighedinreliefandrockedthebaby...

....

6hourslater

°°°

[Katlego]

Iseriouslycan'tstandHawu'snoise.Andbeinginhis

fatherspresencemakesitworsecauseIcan'tbeat

hisass.

Khethelo:"Ijusthateflying"

Me:"YouhateeverythingKhethelo"

Khethelo:"That'sbecauseitsallirritating.Itsbeen3

hours.Whyhaven'twelanded?"



Khethiwe:"Ithasonlybeen1hourand30minutes"

Khethelo:"Whatever"

Shebrushedherbump.Thisistheworstpregnant

womanI'veeverseen.

Me:"So,Bonga.Haveyoufoundusthedaughterin-

lawalready?"Hechuckled.

Bonga:"Notyet"

Khethelo:"Ifyou'regayjustcomeforwardwewon't

judgeyou"

Welaughed.

Bonga:"IwishIwashonestly.Womenarehardwork"

Khethiwe:"No.Womenjustdon'ttoleratemadness"

Bonga:"Ifbabatoldyouhecan'tbewithyou

anymorebecausethatwouldputyourlifeindanger

andthenoffertobeyourfriend,wouldyoudeny

him?"

Me:"Yes.Yesyesyes."

Khethelo:"Yes"



Khethiwe:"Youcanneverbefriendswithsomeone

youlove.Comeon"

Bonga:"Ilovehersheknows"

Khethiwe:"Butyoucan'tbewithher.Beingfriends

wouldbreakherheart"

Bonga:"Mineisbrokentoo"

Me:"It'snotthesame"

Chrispeepedhisheadin.

Chris:"Doyouneedsaving?"

Wealllaughed.

Bonga:"Noamstillgood."

Chris:"Okay.We'relandingin30minutesbuckleup"

Khethelo:"Canwehavefoodagain?"

Chris:"Yesma'am"

Hewalkedbacktohisbrothers.

Bonga:"Mamkhulu.Tellmeaboutthatwomanyou

foundinthetoilet"

Khethelo:"OhmyGodIhavetocallherwhenwe



land"

Khethiwe:"Whathappened?"

Khethelo:"Ifoundherlyinginapoolofherown

bloodinthetoilet,holdingatinythingonherchest.

Shedeliveredthebabyonherown,imagine.We're

trulytherocks.She'sgoingthroughalotIcouldtell

whenIwenttoseeherearlier."

Bonga:"Youdidwellmommy"

Me:"Iwould'vefreakedout"

Khethiwe:"Metoo"

Welaughed.

Khethelo:"There'snofreakingoutinsuchsituations.

Thatcould'vebeenme"

Us:"True"

Isippedonmywineandwinkedather.Sherolled

hereyes...

°°°

[Narrated]



TheDrledKushtoLelo'sward.Shewasbeautifully

sleepingwithherbabyclosetoherchest.He

thankedtheDrandtookaseatonthechairnextto

thebed.

Hetookpicturesofthemandcontinuedtoadmire

them.

Sheopenedhereyesandfrowned.Hestaredstillat

them.

Lelo:"Hi"

Hebithisupperlip.Tearsgusheddownhischeeks.

Thepartofherthatisforeversoftforhimbugged.

"Heyhey,itsokay."

Kush:"Amsorry"

Lelo:"Itsokay"

Kush:"Noit'snot.Youputyourlifeindanger

Nompumelelo"

Lelo:"Iknowandamsorry"

Kush:"Youbothcould'vedied"

Lelo:"Andwearenot.We'reokay,thankstothat



womanwhofoundme"

Kush:"Ineedtopersonallygoandthankherandher

husband"Leloclearedherthroat.

Lelo:"Maybenot"

Kush:"Why?"

Lelo:"ItistheDubes"

Kushfrozeforabit.

Kush:"What?"

Lelo:"Yes.Khulekani'swifeKhetheloisthewoman

whofoundme.HerandKhulekanicalledan

ambulanceformeandbroughtmehere,also

coveringthemedicalbill"shesaidheatedly.

Kush:"There'snoneedforcoveringthebillIwilldoit

myself"

Lelo:"Ithasalreadybeenpaid.Doyouseehowgood

somepeopleare.Doyouseehowfategoes?Thisis

GodtellingyoufuckedupCalvin.ThisisGod

showingyouthatthosepeopledon'tdeservewhat

youdidtothem."



Kush:"Amsorry"

Lelo:"No,you'reapologizingtoawrongperson.The

peopleyoushouldapologizetoisthem."

Kush:"YouknowIcan'tdothat"

Me:"Eitherway.Yougonnahavetobeforetheyfind

youfirst,thosearethemenprovoked,theywillnot

justkillyou,they'llkillusall"

Hekeptquietjuststaringintospace.Theysatin

completesilence.Onlythechildwasmakingthose

lowbreastfeedingsounds...

...

{ThefollowingdayinDurban}

Khethelo:"Ishould'vebroughtallmyswimming

costumethen"

Khule:"Yesyoushould've.Putadressontopofthat"

Khethelo:"ItishotKhulekani.Iamnotblacklikeyou,

myskinissensitivetoheat"

Khule:"Whatdoesmycomplexionhavetodowith

this?Andthatisstupid.Yourskinissensitivetoheat



butyouwanttowearapantyandabrawiththisnet

thing?"

Khethelo:"Isaidheatnotthesun.Youshouldlisten

whenapersontalks.Andpleasedon'tgoaround

callingmyswimwearsapantyandabra."

Khule:"Itisthesametome"

Khethelo:"ThenIshouldfindmyselfamanwho

knowsadifferencethen"

Sheputonadressandwalkedout.Khulesighedand

dresseduptoothenfollowedherallthewaytothe

diningareaatthebalcony,havingaclearviewofthe

sea.

EmiandAmojoinedthem.

Emi:"Morninglovebirds"

Khule:"Morning"

Emi:"What'supmommy?"

Khethelo:"Canyoubelievehecalledmyswimweara

pantyandabra?"

Quinton:"Hedidwhat?"Hesaidtakingaseat.He



turnedtoKhule."Don'tyouknowbikinis?"

Khule:"Samedifference"

EmiandQlookedathimwithwarningeyes.

Khethelo:"Idon'twantanyoneblamingmewhenI

leavehim"

Khule:"Amsorrybabe.Thatallcameoutwrong.

Shouldweorderwingsandfries?"

Khethelo:"NoIwantamasi"

Amo:"Idoubttheyservethemthisearly"

Khethelo:"Theny'allworkyourDubecharm.Getme

amasi,Iwantthemcold.Uphuthushouldbeburned

alittleokay."ShesaidlookingatKhuleandQuinton.

QuintontookKhule'shandandtheyleft.Amoand

Emilaughed.

Khethelo:"Doyouguysfeelthatfreshair?Their

presencejustsuffocatesmetodeath.Theirnoses

justconsumeallthefreshair.Ohmyisthatfruit

salad?"

Shesaidtothewaiterassheplacedtheserving



bowlsontopofthetable.

Her:"Yesma'am.Wouldyoulikeitwithyoghurt?"

Khethelo:"Havewemetbefore?"Sheshookher

Head."Inthepreviouslifemaybe?No?OkayIlike

you.I'dlikeitwithyoghurt"

Shedisheditupforherandhandedherthebowl.

Khethelo:"Thankyou"

TheLadysmiledandwalkedaway.

Emi:"Wecan'twaitforyoutogivebirth"

Khethelo:"Thatisthedeviltalking.Iamnotreadyfor

laborpains"shesaidbetweenthechewing.

ChrisAndKatlegogiggledastheycametothetable.

Khethelo:"Herecomesanotherfreshairconsumer.

WhathaveIdonewrongdearLord"shesaid

whispering.

Amogiggled.

Chris:"Morningfamily.Where'severyone?"

Emi:"They-"



Khethelo:"Lateasusual"shesaidcuttingEmioff.

Bonga,KhethiweandTylerjoinedintoo.

Bonga:"Foodwaitsfornoman"

Khule:"I'vealwaysknownyoudon'tloveus"

Theyalllaughed.

Quinton:"We'reback.Hereisyourburnedpapand

Maas"

Khethelo:"IknewIwasmakingarightchoiceby

marryingyouguys.Thankyou"

Shesmiledandputherscrambledpapintoabowl.

Khethiwe:"Theyservethisinthemorning?"

Khule:"Yestheydo"

Tyler:"That'sgreat."

Quinton:"How'syourleg?"

Tyler:"Painful.Ineedawheelchair"

Theyalllookedateachother.

Khule:"Nothappening"



Tyler:"Itishardtowalk.Fromthelifttohereittook

me30minutes"Khethiwelookedathimsurprised.

Quinton:"You'llusetheoneKhulewasusing"

Tyler:"NoIwantanewone"

Quinton:"Thenyou'llgetanewone"

Khethiwe:"AslongasIwon'thavetowheelyou

around"

Tyler:"Itselectronicbabe"

Chris:"Okayenough.Let'sholdhandsandpray"

Theyindeeddid.

Chris:"Heavenlyfatherwe'regatheredheretodayto

celebrateandshowourgratitudeforkeepingusuntil

thismoment.Althoughoneofusismissing,we're

stillgrateful.Thisisourfirstprayerandbreakfast

togethersincetheyearbegan.Wepraythatyouheal

ourhearts,focusmoreonQuinton's,heneedsyou

morethananything.Weprayforabetterlifefrom

nowon,weprayforprotection,weprayfor

happiness.Wenolongerwanttolosenorcry.We

prayforabigbreak.Mostofallweprayforever



lastingloveandunity.Amen"

Everyone:"Amen"

Khethelo:"GodheardyouMbuyazithatwasvery

powerful"

Katlego:"Wehadaverytoughbeginningofayear"

Khule:"Thatiswhyfromnowonwe'relooking

forwardtoonlygoodness"

Theybothtookouttwoboxesunderthetable.Khule

gaveittoBonga,QuintongaveittoKhethiwe.

Khule:"Openit"

Theybothcuriouslyopenedthemup.

Bonga:"Nofuckingway...amsorry.Babayouaren't

serious!"

Khule:"Iam.Asaheartattack"

Khethiwescreamedandcried.Tylerbroughther

closer.

Khethelo:"Canwepleasesee?"

Bongagavethemthebox.



Bonga:"You'relookingatanewCEOofDube

Constructions"

Emi:"No!"Shegotupandtheyhugged.

Quinton:"Asyou'veallsaid.We'vehadaveryhard

beginningofayear.Ihavedecidedtostepdownas

theCEOofDubeLogistics.Ijustwanttoraisemy

childrenandtraveltheworld.Khethiwewilltakeover

asthenewCEO,andnoKhethiweitsnotbecause

you'remysisterin-law.Youearnedit.Throughyour

hardwork."

Khethiwe:"ThankyousomuchIdon'tknowwhatto

say"

Tyler:"Saythankyou"

Theyalllaughed.

Khule:"Andmetoo.Amsteppingdown.Bongawill

bethenewCEO.MaybeI'llgainsomecomplexion

nowthatIwon'tbespendingmydaysunderthesun

insites"hesaidlookingatKhethelo.Shelaughed

andwipedhertears."MyboyItrustyouwiththat

company.Thatisafamilycompanysoeveryonewill

beexpectingthebestfromyou"



Bonga:"Ican'twaittoroundonthebigchair"

Everyonelaughed.

Chris:"AndIwillbeopeningasurgerysoon"Katlego

squeezedhishand.

Khule:"AndTyler'sLawfirm"

Tyler:"LookatGod!"

Khethelo:"Ladies.We'realsoopeningaspathen"

Katlego:"InthenameoftheLordwereceive"

Emi:"Amen!Andacarwashslashshisanyama"

Khule:"Tonewhappybeginnings!"

Theyallraisedtheirglassesanddranktothat..

...

Soshawaswatchingthemonacomputer.

HetookhisphoneandcalledBabomncane.

Babomncane:"Yes"

Sosha:"You'reanonfactorhere.Thesepeoplehave

money.Khetheloisnevercomingbacktoclaimher

inheritance.She'shappy,theyarehappy.Andthat



boysurvived"

Babomncane:"HeismyproblemSosha"

Sosha:"HewouldneversueyouwithoutKhethelo's

goahead"

Babomncanesighed.

Babomncane:"Hebetternot"

Soshahungupanddisconnectedthecamera...
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ChapterFive

°°°

[Quinton]

Aheardaknock."Roomservice!"

Me:"Thankyouwe'regood"

"ItsBonga"thisbaboon.Iwenttounlock.

Bonga:"Mbuyazi"

Me:"Dubeelimthende.Isyourroomcold?"He



walkedtothekitchenarea,Isatdownonthecouch.

Bonga:"No.Icametoseemysisters"

Me:"YoursistersarewithEmi"

Bonga:"Great.ThatmeanswegettimetoplayFIFA"

Me:"There'snoplaystation"

Bonga:"Iorderedit"

Me:"MrCEO"

Helaughed.

Bonga:"Inflash.Aretherehotyoungladiesinthe

building?"

Me:"What'supwithyouandladiesthesedays?"

Hehandedmeaglassofjuice."Thanks"

Bonga:"Am22.Ineedastablegirlfriend"

Me:"Areyouallowedtonow?"

Bonga:"Mymissionisaccomplishedsoitwouldn't

befairifIwasn't"

Me:"Don'ttakechances"



Bonga:"Myhandsaretiredbaba"

Me:"What?"

Welaughed.

Bonga:"Amanhastosurvive.Onewayortheother.

Arewehavingbreakfastatthatdiningareaagain?"

Me:"No.Wecan'tbookittoday.Peoplelovethat

view.We'lleatatChris'sroom"

Bonga:"Breakfastpreparedbymom?"

Me:"Idon'tknow"

HenoddedandkepthiseyeslockedontheTV.And

thenturnedtome.

Bonga:"Isitworking?"

Me:"What?"

Bonga:"Beinghere."

Me:"Abit.ItsjustthesedreamsofherIkeephaving"

Bonga:"Wecaneraseyourmemoryifyouwant"

Me:"No."Henodded."Andyou,howareyouholding

up?"



Bonga:"Amgoodnow.IsomehowfeellikeIfailed

her"

Me:"Noyoudidn't"

Bonga:"Ishould'veseensomething.Theremust've

beenahintbutIdidn'tnotice"

Me:"Maybeitwashertime.You'renotresponsible

foranymisfortunethattakesplaceinthishouse."

Bonga:"IwishIbelievedthat"

Me:"Don'tbetoohardonyourself"

Myphonebeeped."Breakfastisready.Let'sgo"

°°°

[Tyler]

Ican'twaitformywheelchairtoarrive.Ijustwant

Maxwelltofeelsorryformeandraisemysalary.

Khethiwe:"Breakfastisready"

Me:"WhyareyousoMoody.Youshouldbehappy"

Khethiwe:"NowIhavetosmileallthetime?Areyou

gonnaneedhelpwithsomething?"



Me:"Comehere"

Shewalkedtothebathroominstead.Isighed.

Shecameoutminuteslater.

Me:"What'sup?"

Khethiwe:"AmInotenoughforyou?"Ifrowned.

Me:"Where'sthatcomingfrom?Comehere"

Khethiwe:"Answermyquestion"she'sthemost

calmpersoneverwhensadormad.

Me:"You'reenoughbabeyouknowthat"

Shewalkedtothevanityandtookherphoneand

gaveittome.

MycrushDr.Howdidsheknow?

Me:"Who'sthis?"

Khethiwe:"Yourcrush"shesaidfoldingherarms.

Me:"Mywhat?"

Iscrolled."CrushyaAttorneyDube"hercaption

wrote.Ihadnoideashe'sa2000.Howcoulda

womanwithsuchagoodjobandlooksbethis



stupid.

Khethiwe:"YoushouldputherinherplacebeforeI

dealwithhermyself"

Me:"I'lltrycontactingthehospital?She'scrazy.I

loveyouokay.Pleasepassmemyshoes"

Khethiwe:"Whydon'tyouaskyourcrush"

Shewalkedout.Fuck...

°°°

[Katlego]

Quinton:"IsKhuleandKhethelostillalive?"

Emi:"We'dliketothinkso"welaughed.

Chris:"Callthem.Idon'ttrustthatpregnantKhethelo.

Shemightstranglemybrothertodeath"

Quinton:"That'sgood.I'llbetheeldest"

Amo:"Aren'tyouguystwins?"

Me:"Theyare."

Amo:"They'rebotholdmos"

Chris:"Speakingofold.Whenareyougoingto



school?"

ShelookedatmelikeIhaveananswerforthat.

Amo:"Uhm...Iwasthinkingoflookingforajob"

Quinton:"Where?"

Amo:"Restaurants"

Chris:"Wegotoschoolinthishome.Wewon'thave

a19yearoldworking"

Amo:"Amnotgoodatschool"

Emi:"Whatareyougoodat?"

Amo:"Musicanddrawing"

Quinton:"Thenyou'llstudythat"

Amo:"I-"

Chris:"Googleartschools.Whenyoufindtheone

youlikeletusknow"

Amo:"TheartschoolIloveisoverseasso-"

Quinton:"Applythen"

Amolookedathimsurprised.Hewasn'tevenpaying

attentiontoher.



Amo:"Sorry,what?"

Chris:"Apply.Doyouhaveaportfolio?"Shenodded.

"Mucheasierthen"

Quinton:"Canwenoweat?"

Thedoorswungopen.Theyfollowedeachotherin,

laughing.Wehaven'thadthatsightinages.

Khethelo:"Morningfamily"

Us:"Goodmorning"

Khule:"Wewenttobuycowfeet"

Wealllaughed."Shethendrankumqombothi"

Khethelo:"Whyareyoubadmouthingme?Weboth

did"theygiggled.

Quinton:"Okaysitdown"

Khule:"OhthankyouSir"

Theydidanddishedup.Wesaidandstartedeating.

Quinton:"Iwasthinkingwegotoseemyhouseafter

breakfast,ifthat'sokaywitheveryone"

Emi:"I'dloveto"



Khule:"We'dloveto.Isitbigenough?"

Quinton:"Prettymuch"

Chris:"Great.Nexttimeweflydownwewon'thave

tostayinahotel"

Wechuckled.

Me:"Where'sTyler?"

WealllookedatKhethiwe.

Khethiwe:"Hesaidhe'llshortlyfollowme"

All3ofhisbrothersgotupandrushedout.

Bonga:"Lookwho'swalking"

Iturned.Hesmiledwhenoureyesmetandfelldown

onhisbutt.

Khethelo:"Miraclebabiesdoingmiraclethings.

Walkingatonly6months"

Bonga:"Youhaven'tseenanythingyet"

TheDubebrotherswalkedinwiththeirlittlebrother.

HegreetedusthensatdownnexttoBonga.

WhateverhedidtoupsetKhethiweisreal.She'sso



freespiritedtobethisdown.

Wecontinuedeating.Insilence.

°°°

[Narrated]

Amogelanggotinholdingballoonswritten'Itsaboy'

attachedtoapaperbag.

Lelo:"Calvindoesn'tlisten"

Amo:"Honeywhenyousaidyoudon'twantany

visitorsthatexcludedme"

Lelo:"WhateverAmogelang.Didyoubringmefood?"

Amo:"NoIdidn't"

Lelo:"Youshould'vejuststayedatyourhouse"

Amo:"Amkidding.Iorderedit.Itshouldarrive

anytimefromnow.Howareyoufeeling?"

Lelo:"Agoodnow"

Amo:"That'sgood.Calvintellsmeyousaidyouwill

notgohomeafterbeingdischarged"

Lelo:"He'sright.Iwillstayinmyapartmentin



Rivonia"

Amo:"Youcan'tstaywiththebabyonyourown"

Lelo:"Iwill.AmtiredofCalvin.Ijustneedsometime

awayfromhim."

Amo:"Whataboutyourchildren?"

Lelo:"Theywillvisitonweekends."

Herphonerang.Shesmiled.Amolookedatherwith

questioningeyes.

Lelo:"Hey"

Khethelo:"Ialmostflewback.Whywasyourphone

off?"

Lelo:"Itmust'vebeenthenetwork.Howareyou?Is

Durbannicetoyouguys?"

Khethelo:"We'reokayandDurbanisgoodtous.

Howabouty'all?"

Lelo:"We'reperfect.Thoughsomeonesucksonmy

booblikehislifedependonit"theylaughed.

Khethelo:"Itdoes.Diddaddycometoday?"



Lelo:"Nohehasn't.Butamsurehewillyouknow

howstubbornthatspeciesis"

Khethelo:"Trynottoleteverythingdisturbyour

peaceokay"

Lelo:"Iwon't.Thankyousomuch."

Khethelo:"Anytimelove.Letmego.I'llcheckupon

youlateron"

Lelo:"Okaysisi.Bye"

Shehungup."Itisthewomanwhofoundme.

KhetheloDube"

Amo:"Slaymom?"

Lelo:"What?"

Amo:"TheeKhetheloDube?Thetwin'swife?"

Lelo:"Yeah.Slaymomishername?"Amochuckled.

Amo:"Theselifelesspaparazzipeoplecallherthat"

Lelo:"That'scrazy"

Theylaughed...

°°°



[Khethelo]

Khule:"Issheokay?"

Me:"Yeah.Shehadnonetwork."

Khule:"That'sgreat.Didshetellyouwhywasshe

drivingatnightalone?"

Me:"Herhusbandcheated."

Khule:"Soshedecidedtoputherlifeandthebaby's

indanger?.Womenandtheirirrationalthinking"

Whatisthismansaying?

Me:"Haveyoueverbeencheatedon?"

Khule:"NobutIknowifIwasawomanandinthat

situationIwouldn'triskitlikethat.Don'tevendare

thinkyou'deverdosomethinglikethat,I'dbeatthe

helloutofyou"OhGodammarriedtoanabuser.

Me:"Shewascoolingherheadoffbabe"

Khule:"Fromnowonallthecarkeyswillstayinmy

secretplacebeforeyoufeelanyneedtocoolyour

headoff"

Me:"Areyouthinkingofcheating?IswearIfyoudo



we'dburyyoumylove"Ismiledandkissedhischeek.

"OhmyGod!Isthisit?"

Khule:"Seemslikeit"

HeparkedbehindBonga'scar.Thisthingofhiring

theseexpensivecarsissenselesshonestly.

Wegotoutandheadedinsidethegate.Suchahuge

yard.

Me:"Isthatatreehouse?"

Khule:"Yes"

Me:"Thekidsaregonnalovethishome"

Khule:"Iloveittoo"

Emi:"Heyeveryone!"

Shesaidfromthebalcony.Khulewavedback.We

headedinside.Itsmeltawful.Thepaint.Ifeltdizzy

immediately.

Me:"Amgonnagoandwaitoutside.Thepaintisn't

goodforme"

Khule:"Really?"



Me:"Yeah"

Ifelttheurgetothrowup.Iranout.

Khethiwe:"Areyouokay?"

Me:"Yeahamgood.Itsthepainting"

Khethiwe:"Sorry.Shouldigetyousomethingto

drink?"

Me:"Noamfine"

Khulecameoutwithachair.Isatdown.

Khule:"Iforgotaboutthepaintings"

Me:"It'sokaylove.Arethetwinsroomdecorated

already?"

Khethiwe:"I'llbeinsideifyouneedme"

Me:"Okaybabethankyou"shewalkedbackinside.

Khule:"Yesthey'redone.Withyellow"

Me:"What?"

Hesmiled.

Khule:"Amkidding"hekissedmyforehead."Your

Babomncaneisactinglikeasidechickthatwona



husband,he'sunsettled"

Me:"Whathashedonenow?"

Khule:"He'sspyingonus.Idecidedtogivehimthe

satisfactionandlethim"

Me:"Don'thurthim"

Khule:"That'sifhedoesn'tgettooexcited.Am

honestlygettingridofanyonewho'sgonnastepin

ourwayofhappiness."

Me:"Youstilllookingforwhowasresponsiblefor

theshooting?"

Khule:"Amgonnalaylowforabit.Whoeveritis,life

hasit'sownwayofrevealingthings.RightnowIjust

wanttofocusonyouguys,seeingnowthateveryone

hasgrownanddonotneedusastheirnannies

anymore"Ichuckled."You'renicetoday.AmIgaining

complexion?"

Me:"Amalwaysnicebaby"

Khule:"You'reevencallingmebaby...isitsex?"I

rolledmyeyesandlaughed.Hechuckled."We

shouldhavemorningsexmoreoftenthen"



Me:"Somebodymightbelisteningtous"

Hecrouchedandplacedbothhishandsonmy

tummy.

Khule:"Theyknowwe'redoingit.Whenarethey

kicking?"

Me:"Atexact20weeksIthink.Ican'twait"

Khule:"Metoo.Iloveyou,yournoseisgettingfat"

Me:"Iloveyoumore"Ikissedhislips."Andleavemy

nosethehellalone"

Helaughedandstoodstraight.

Khule:"Letsgocheckthepoolarea"

Me:"Youcan'tevenswim"

Khule:"Thatdoesn'tmeanIshouldn'tgocheckout

thepool"

Hetookmyhandandwewalkedon.

Me:"CanItellyousomething?"

Khule:"Yes?"

Me:"Don'tlaughokay?"Hestartedlaughing.This



idiot."Okayamnottellinganymore"

Khule:"Okayamsorrymommy"hepressedhislips

together.

Me:"Rememberthehotwingsyousentme?"He

nodded."Ididn'tthrowthemaway"hefrowned."Iate

them."Heletgoofmyhandturnedmetolookat

him.Welaughed.

Khule:"Whydidyousayyouthrewthemaway.I

wouldn'thavemadeyoubuythem"

Me:"Whatwasyourmotive?"

Khule:"Toteachyoualessonthatyoudon'twaste

yourhusband'smoney."Helaughed.Hissetofteeth.

Godsuretookhistime."Quinton!"

"Yes!"Herespondedfromwhereverinsidethishuge

house.

Khule:"Shedidn'tthrowawaythosewings!"I

laughedandpinchedhim.Qdidn'trespond."Didyou

hearme?Sheatethem!"

Quinton:"Itoldyou"

Welookedup.Thishousehasabalconyinevery



cornermos.

Khulehuggedme.

Khule:"Yeahwhatever"

Quinton:"ThrowhiminthepoolNguniza"

Khule:"Youlovemesomuchtodothat"

Idon'tgethisfearofwater.Eventhebathingtub,he

hardlyusesit.

Me:"You'reright.Nowdoyoulovemeenoughtobuy

meamasi?"Hetookadeepbreath.

Khule:"Yes.Let'sgo"

Hetookmyhandandweheadedtothedriveway.

Perksofbeingloved.

JustafewweeksagoIthoughtitwasoverbetween

us.Buttodaywe'rehereholdinghands,marriedand

expectingourfirstchildren.Life...
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ChapterSix

°°°



[Narrated]

LuciaknockedsoftlyonMthobisi'sdoor.Hewas

dressinguppreparingforwork,hestudyandworks

parttimeathisgrandfather'sshop.Hehadspent

theweekendathismother'shouse.Hedoes,every

weekend.Thatishowcloseheistoher,theyare

bestfriends.SometimesitbugsNdalo{Hisgirlfriend}.

Helivesatthestudent'sresfourhoursawayfrom

hismother'splace.

Heopenedthedoorwithasmile.Itvanishedsoon

ashiseyeslandedonhismother'semptyhands.

Lucia:"Don'tgivemethatface.You're2hoursearlyI

preparedlotsofcoffeeforus"shesaidthenperked

hischeek.

Mtho:"Isthisaboutyourboyfriend?"

Luciarolledhereyes.

Lucia:"CanIpleasepass?....Thankyou"

Shemadeherselfcomfortableonthecouch.

Mtho:"Humorme"

Lucia:"He'salive"



Mtho:"OK.Goodforhim"

Lucia:"Comeon"

Mtho:"Am19mama.Youcan'texpectmetojump

upanddownjustbecauseyoufoundmysperm

donor"

Lucia:"You'vebeenaskingforadadyourwholelife"

Mtho:"BecauseIthoughtitwascoolhavingadad.I

thoughtIwasmissingoutonsomething.I'vegrown,

IknowIwasn't.You'remy2inone,Idon'tneeda

dad"hekissedherforehead."Let'sgohave

breakfastmyQueen.Idon'tneedadad"shetookhis

handandtheywalkedout....

°°°

[Lelo]

I'veseengoodheartedpeoplebutKhethelotakes

thecup.Ithasonlybeen4daysbutIalreadyseea

bestfriendinher.Shemaybewaytooyoungerthan

mebuttheadvisesshegives,areofa40yearold

woman.She'stoomatureforherage.ButIguess

gettingmarriedatayoungageforcesyouto.



Iwasalsoamotherandawifeat24.She

volunteeredtotakemetomyapartment.Shecame

toseemelastnightandleftwithmykeystogo

cleanitupforme,sonowweweredrivingfromthe

hospitaltoSandton.

Me:"Yourhusbandiscoolwithyoudriving?"

Khethelo:"Whathedoesn'tknowwon'thurthim"

Me:"You'resuchanaughtygirl"

Khethelo:"Comeon.So,ishubbygonnacome?"

Me:"Idon'tknow.He'sprobablyatahotelblowing

allourmoneyonalcoholandgolddiggers"

Khethelo:"Don'ttalklikethat."

Me:"Amstatingthepossible.Thethoughtofhim

justmakesmenauseas"

Khethelo:"Calmdown"

Idrankwaterandlookedaheadtheroad.Therewas

softmusicplaying.Enoughtocoolmedown.

Me:"Howareyouguysholdingup,afterthe...You

know"



Khethelo:"We'regettingthere.Daybyday.Itshardto

adjusttothefactthatshe'snothereanymorebutwe

try"

Me:"Amsosorry"

Khethelo:"Itsokay.Itslife.Weareallgoingtodieat

somepointandlikeitornotit'sgoingtohappen"

Me:"True"

Wegotpulledoverbythetrafficpolice.

Khethelo:"Thesedudesgetbored"sherolleddown

thewindow.

TP:"Ma'amcanIseeyourbelly"

Khethelo:"What?"

TP:"Pleasestepoutofthecar"

Khethelo:"Look.Amdrivingmysisterhomewithher

newbornbaby"

TP:"Drivingwhilepregnant?That'saseriousoffence

tothelaw.Puttingalifeofourfuturepresidentat

risk?Pleasestepoutofthecar"

Me:"Areyouguysserious?"



TP:"Wewillarrestyoutooforlettingapregnant

womandriveyouandanewbornbaby"

ShepulledKhethelotothecar.Aretheykiddingus?

Awhiteguyappearedfromnowhere.

TP:"Thisguywilldriveyoutoyourplace.Pleasegive

himdirections"

Me:"No.Followthatpolicecar"

TP:"DowhatIjusttoldyou"theguynoddedand

startedthecar.

Me:"Followthatcar"

Guy:"Ionlytakeordersfrommyboss"

HesoundedlikeCalvin'slapdogs.Especiallythat

Capsfool.

Ifoldedmyarmsandlookedoutthewindow...

°°°

[Khule]

Everyonetooktheirseats.

"Everyoneishere"



Gladeinformedmefromtheearpiece.

Thespotlightshineonme.Everybodyclapped.

Me:"Uhm...Gooddayeveryone.Amsorrytosteal

yourtimeoutofyourbusyschedule.AmKhulekani

Dube,theCEO,soontobeformerCEO.Iamhere

beforeyoutodaytoinformyouaboutamajor

changeinourhome.Iamsteppingdownasthe

CEO"

Thechaos.Iwaitedforthemtosettledown."Yes.

AndmysonSbongakonkeDubewillbetakingover

asournewCEO.He'squiteyoungerthanthemostof

youifnotallofyou.Ipleadwithyoutotreathimthe

samewayyoudidwithmebutneverbeafraidtoput

himontherightlaneifheseemstobetakinga

wrongone.Keephimunderyourwatch,guidehim.I

willvisitnowandthentocheckontheprogress.I

preparedmyselfafarewellpartybeforeyouguys

threwsomethingbig.Soafterherelet'sallheadto

thedininghallandhelpourselveswitheverything

thatisthere.Pitsi,Ididnotforgettobuythatmillion

dollarchampola"



Pitsi:"ChampompoKKchampompo"

Wealllaughed.IgotoffthestageandBongasaid

hisspeech.Hekeptmentioningthechair.Hemay

nothaveaDubebloodbuthe'sdefinitelyoneofus.

Ileftaseverybodywenttothedininghall.Ihadtogo

tothepolicestationandfetchthestubbornwife.

Ihad30missedcallsfromher.Icalledmybrother

andforgotaboutthepsychowife.

Quinton:"Areyougonnacallmeeveryday?"

Me:"Yes.Doyouhaveaproblemwiththat?"

Quinton:"Whoachill.IamaskingcauseIloveit"

Me:"Wherearethegirls?"

Quinton:"Wasthiscallformeatthefirstplace?"

Me:"You'renotimportantbra."

Quinton:"Whydon'tyoucallthemontheirphone?"

Me:"Iwill.Nextyearthough"hechuckled.

Quinton:"Thatwomanisruiningmyhouse"

Me:"Ithoughtyoulovedhowshedidthelounge"



Quinton:"Yesthatwasbeforeshesaidtherewon't

beabarfridgeandagunsafe"

Me:"Whywouldyouwantthathousetolooklikethis

onehere?"

Quinton:"BecauseIwantmybeerstobewhereverI

am"

Me:"Getacoolerboxman"

Quinton:"OK.Forgetaboutthelounge.Themaster

bedroomispaintedinpurple"

Me:"Youtellthedesignerthecolorsyoulove"

Quinton:"Iloveblackmanwhatdoyoumean"

Me:"Tellhertogetyouthepaintingsbook.You'll

thenchoosecolorsyouwantforeveryroom"

Quinton:"There'snoneedshe'sfired"Isighed."How

didtheannouncementgo?"

Me:"Prettywell.Ileftthemeating"

Quinton:"Good.Tomorrowyou'regoingtoDube

logistics"

Me:"Todowhat?"



Quinton:"Todowhateverytwinwould'vedone.

Pretendtobeme"

Me:"Youremployeesknowyou"

Quinton:"Notheydon't.Justlookfriendly,they'll

knowitsme"

Me:"ByeQuintonDube"

...

Iarrivedatthestation.

OfficerHanovacalledmeover.

Him:"Whattookyousolong?"

Me:"Trafficiscrazyman"

Him:"You'reabouttowitnessrealcrazy"

Me:"DidyouguystellherIambehindthis?"He

laughedandshookhishead.Hedispersedbehind

thesethickwalls.

Isatdownonthebench.

Khethelo:"Khule"

Istoodup.ShethrewherselfinmyarmsandcriedI



shushedher.

Me:"Don'tcrybabyamherenow"

Khethelo:"Ithoughtyouweren'tcomingforme"

Me:"What?Irushedherethemomenttheycalledme

baby.Whathappened?"Shemovedoffmychestand

fiddledwithherfingers.

Khethelo:"Iwasdriving"Iraisedmybrows."Iknow

andamsorry.Shehadnoonetodriveherhome"

Me:"ButLiamisalwaystherewaitingtotakeyou

anywhere"

Khethelo:"Hewenttogetmechickenfeet"

Me:"It'sallovernow.Let'sgo.Hanovamyman.

Thanksforkeepingmywifesafe"

Hanova:"Anytimemyman"

Wewalkedouthandinhand.AtleastnowIwillnot

havetoworryaboutherdrivingaround...

°°°

[Emi]



Iknocked.Hisofficeisaseethrough.Iknocked

again.Hecontinuedtypingonhisnotepad.Thisis

themostarrogantmanI'veeverseen,thesecond

actually,firstaretobemytwinbrothers.

IwalkedtoVee'sofficeandcalledhim.

MrKhan:"Yes"

Me:"MissDubeisheretoseeyou"

MrKhan:"Letherin"

Really?Soheignoredmeonpurpose?Iwalkedback

tohisdoorandpusheditopen.Thisoursecond

encounter,firstbeinghimcomingtomyofficetotell

methisisnotgameplatformandhadameeting

heldatmyoffice.Ineverlookedforwardintoseeing

himeveragain.

Butthisishisfather'sworkplaceandhe'stheboss.

There'snowayyoudon'tgettoseehimonceina

while.

Me:"GoodmorningMrKhan"

MrKhan:"GoodmorningMissDube.Youmaytakea

seat"



Me:"Thankyou"

IsatdownandplacedthefileIhadonthedesk.

Me:"IstartedatZungu'soffice.He'snotinsohisPA

transferredmehere"

MrKhan:"Dowehaveaproblem?"

Me:"Yes.There'ssomeonestealingthemoneySir.

EverymonthfromlastyearJunetherehasbeenR20

000.00transferredintoaghostaccount"

Hefrowned.Doeshehaveanyideahowscaryheis?

MrKhan:"Youmaybeexcused.Iwilltakealookat

this"

Istoodupandwalkedout.Itookaverydeepbreath

soonasIclosedthedoor.He'snotgoodforme.I

amveryscaredofunfriendlypeople.

Igottomyofficeanddrankicecoldwater.Whew!

Thedoorflewopen.

Vee:"TellmeyoudidnotgotoKhan'sofficeonyour

own"

Me:"Idid.ThatiswhyIfeellikefaintingrightnow"



shelaughedandtookaseat."Itsnotfunny"

Vee:"Toyou.Didhesmile?"Irolledmyeyesandsat

down."Weallthoughthe'dbefriendlytoyouat

least"

Me:"Andwhyisthat?"

Vee:"Becauseyourfamilyisfamousandyou'recute

andhistype"

Me:"Holditrightthere."

Vee:"Butgirl,ifIwassingleIwould'veeatenhim

already.GirlyoushouldworkyourmagiconKhan,

walkin"

Me:"UhmVee..."Hestoodatthedoorwithonehand

onhispocket,theotherholdingthefile.

Vee:"What?Youshouldwearalingerieandtwerk

thehelloutofhisgrumpyface.Clapthatassonhis

face"ohGodmakeherstop.Itriedsignalingherwith

eyesbutshedidnotgetthehint."Whatareyou

lookingat?"Sheturned.Shequicklyturnedbackto

me.

Me:"MrKhan.Youcancomein"



MrKhan:"Ibroughtthefile.I'llhavemypeople

diggingdeeponthismatter"

Me:"Okay"

Ifetchedit.

MrKhan:"Vee,Ibelievethisisnotimeforgivingout

seducinglessons"

Vee:"YesSir"

Hewalkedoff.

Me:"YouneedJesusVee"

Vee:"No.Ineedanewjob"

Shegotupandtookthewalkofshametothedoor.I

neverthoughtI'dseetheday.Ilaughedtillshefully

disappearedandclosedthedoor.Igotbackto

work....

°°°

[Narrated]

Shelithercigaretteandsmokedwhilesheate

popcornswatchingherpictureswithKhule.



Herphonerang.ShelookedatthecallerIDand

faceditdown.

Itrangagain.Shehuffedandpickeditup.

Tamia:"What?"

Phumla:"Itsme.Phumla.Doestheofferstill

stands?"

Shegotoffthecouch.

Tamia:"Yesyes...Imean,yeah."

Phumla:"Iseethesebitchesaregettingtoo

comfortablelivingourlives"

TamiawalkedtostandnexttoKhuleandKhethelo's

weddingpicture.

Tamia:"Iwillsendyoumyaddress"

Phumla:"Thankyou"

Shehungup.

Tamia:"Theendisnearma"

SheburntKhethelo'sheadwiththecigarette....
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ChapterSeven

°°°

[Khule]

ArrivinghomeIstartedcooking.MrsDubewastoo

tiredandtraumatizedtodoanything.Shewent

straightupstairstotakeabath.Washingawaythe

jailbadluckShesaidandcamebacktositthereon

hercomfortablekitchencouchthatIbought

speciallyforherwatchingmedomykitchenmagic.

Khethelo:"Thatistoomuchsalt"

Me:"Butyoutoldmeonetablespoon"

Khethelo:"Yesifthere'spotatoes"

Me:"Therearepotatoes"

Khethelo:"Oh."Ichuckled."Qtellsmehefiredthe

decorator"

Me:"Thatoneisactinglikealittleboywhojust

discoveredhisinheritance"Iclosedthepotandtook

aseat.

Khethelo:"Hewantshishousetobebeautiful.Even



invitetopbillingovermaybewhenitsdone"I

laughed.

Me:"Chloeiswhowould'vedonethat"herface

immediatelychangedtoserious.

Khethelo:"Lifeisshortisn't?"

Me:"Veryshort"

Khethelo:"Promisemeyou'llalsodoyourpartin

makingthebestoutofthismarriage"

Me:"Ipromise"shesmiled.

Khethelo:"Doyoupromisetotakemedogrocery

shoppingtomorrow?"

Me:"Yes.Afterthemeeting"

Khethelo:"Thankyoulove"

Shegotupandwalkedtome.

Me:"Wantasandwich?"

Shesmiledandnodded.Ikissedherandwalkedover

tofixit.

Ilivetoseeherfacelightupwheneversomeone



mentionsfoodandwenolongerfightaboutlittle

things.Iguessthebabiesareokaywithmy

complexionnow...

°°°

[Quinton]

Morningsaren'tmyfavorite.Thisthingofordering

breakfastthatarrivesafter20minutesisn'tmystyle.

IsleptlatebusyentertainingKhuleonthevideocall.

Ibathedthetwinsfirstbeforeorderingbreakfast.

Me:"Youguysshouldlearntobatheyourselves"

Sisekelo:"fdfhjnvghkncc"andsmiled.

Me:"Yeswhateverthatmeans"

Itookthemoutofthetubandcarriedthembackto

thebedroom.Ihatethisoldthem.Inowhaveto

movefastineverythingIdobeforetheyrolloverand

fall.

Me:"Great!Sikelelayoushouldstopeatingalot

we'reoutofdiapersnow"

Imoisturizedthemanddressedthemup.Iputthem



onthestrollerandgavethemtheirpacifierstokeep

themcompanywhileIbath.Iquickenedup.In10

minutesIwasreadytohittheroad.

Durbanpeopleareeitherveryrichordrowningin

depts.Theyarealwaysdoingshopping.Ijustwishto

gototheshopsandfindonly20people,notthis.

Everydayfeelsliketheendofthemonth.

Andthesmilesfromwomentothetwins.It'sall

annoying.

Afterbuyingthediapersandtheirfoodwewentto

buymebreakfast.

Waiter:"Wouldyoulikechairsandtoysforthem?"

Me:"Ifitisavailable.Please"henoddedandwalked

away.Itookaseat.Thewaitercamebackwithbaby

chairs.Hehelpedmeputthemonandgavethem

toys.

Me:"Thanksman.CanIpleasehavefullEnglish

breakfast?"

Him:"Comingrightup"

Hewalkedoff.Thegirlswerehavingthebesttimeof



theirlives,muchtomypeaceofmind.

ItextedKhuleaskinghimifhewenttowork.

Mybreakfastarrived.Igaveeachtwinonefry.

Me:"Don'tmessyourselvesup"

"They'retooyoungnotto"Ibroughtmyeyesup.She

smiled.

Nkule:"Hi"

Me:"Hi"

Nkule:"Areyouwithsomeone?"

Me:"No.Wannasit?"Shenodded."Pleasedo.I

mightdowithsomecompanyanyway"

Shesatdown.Theguywhoservedmecame.

Me:"Where'syournametagchamp?"

Him:"Iforgotitathome.AmMpilo"Inodded."MayI

takeyourorderma'am?"

Nkule:"Browntoast,avocado,mash,butter,

scrambledeggs,gratedcheddarandfreshly

squeezedorangejuice?"



Mpilo:"Comingrightup"hewalkedoff.

Nkule:"Whyareyoulookingatmelikethat?"

Me:"Youeatcheesenow?"Shechuckled.

Nkule:"Thispregnancyisplayingtricksonme."

Me:"Itsuitsyouthough.You'reglowing"

Nkule:"Ohplease....Wherearemymanners,am

sorryaboutyourloss,howareyouholdingup?"

Me:"Thankyou.Amgood.Thosetwokeepmegoing.

How'sbeingmarriedtreatingYou?"

Nkule:"Verywellthankyou.Soyoudecidedtocome

thissidetoclearyourhead?"

Me:"Yes.JoburgistoomuchsoIthoughtIshould

relocate"

Nkule:"Relocate?"SisekelosnatchedSikelela'schip

outofherhands.

Me:"Youguyswe'reinpublic"Igavethemmore.

Theykeptquietandcontinuedsuckingonthem.

Nkule:"You'resuchagreatfather"



Me:"Thankyou"

Nkule:"Whatdidyoumeanbyrelocating?"

Myphonerang.

Me:"Excuseme...Mtakababa"

Khule:"Nexttimepleaseneveraskmeofsucha

thing.Yourpeoplearecrazy.ThehugsandcriesI

hadtoendure"Ilaughed.Thatisaplaceofdrama

queens.

Me:"ThankyouMbuyazi"

Khule:"SendmetheArethafilesasap"

Me:"Eishokay"

Khule:"Bye"

Me:"Surekhehla"

Ihungup.IsettledthebillforbothNkuleandI.

Me:"Ihavetorushbacktothehotel.Itwasnice

bumpingtoyou."

Nkule:"Likewise"

Iputmybabiesbackonthestrollerandweleft...



°°°

[Tyler]

Women!

Shehiredmeanurse.T-manDubehasAnurse

people!

Myphonerang.She'sfeelinghottoday.Thevideo

callexplainsit.

Me:"Mgabadeli"shesmiled.

Khethiwe:"HowareyouMbuyazi"

Me:"Amgoodasyoucansee.Howareyoumother

ofmychildren?"

Khethiwe:"Amperfectbaby.Haveyoutakenabath?"

Me:"Yesma'am,ateanddrankmymeds"

Khethiwe:"That'sgood.ShouldIorderyoumore

games?"

Me:"Yesifyouwantmetolosethatupcomingcase"

Khethiwe:"Justsittingtherestaringatthecomputer

thewholedaywilldriveyoucrazy"



Me:"I'lltakebreaks.How'swork?"

Khethiwe:"Ihaven'tdonemuchbutit'sgood.Ineed

aPA"

Me:"ContactHRtoissueposts"

Khethiwe:"Iwill.Imissyou"

Me:"Imissyoutoopumpkin.Getbacktoworknow

I'llcallyoulater.Iloveyou"

Khethiwe:"Iloveyoumore"

Shehungup.IhadtotellthatDrbaetoremovethat

captioninorderforMrsDubeheretotalktome.IfI

evercheatinthisrelationshipI'dprobablylosemy

frontteeth.

Whycan'twomengiveusatleast3cheating

attempts.

Like:"IfIcatchyoucheatingonmemorethan3

timesamleavingyourass"Isowish...

°°°

[Emi]

BeingEmiDubeisascrazyasbeingMaryJane.Now



IhavetodrivetothebankwithKhan.Hecould've

sentVeetogowithme.

Avoicemessagecamethrough.Ilistenedtoit.

"MrKhansaysyou'releavingin4minutes"

Whynot5?Men!

Ipackedmynotepadinmybag.I'dbestupidifI

leavemylunchbehind.Itookitandputitinit'sbag

thenheadedout.

Iwaitedoutsidehisoffice.Veerantomefromher

officeopposite.

Vee:"Thisisaveryrareopportunity.Makesureyou

catwalkwhenyougettothebank"

Me:"Why?"

Vee:"Becausemostoftheseratchetbitcheswould

killtostepontheKhanmilliondollarvehiclenotto

mentionspendinganhourwithKhan"

Me:"NowIshouldwastemycatwalkforthat?Come

on"

Shetookadeepsighandsatbesideme.Shetook



myhandsintohers.

Vee:"Lookmeintheeye"Idid."You'reabouttogo

withKhantothebank.Thatiseveryone'sdreamin

thisplace.Fromnowonyou'llhavehaters.Butwho

caresaboutthat.Hewantsyou.I'veseenhowhe

looksatyou.Thewayhesmiledaftertellingmeto

tellyouyou'releavingin4minutes.Girlwhenyouget

outsidethere,actlikeMrsKhanthe2nd.Thefirstis

hisslayqueenmother.Walkwithpride.Lettheworld

feelyourpresence."Ilaughed."Amnotjokingyou

kid"

Me:"Iknow"

Vee:"4minutesisover.Pushthatdooropenandtell

himyoutaketimeveryseriously"

Me:"What?"

Shepulledmeupandpushedthedoorandpushed

meinIalmostfell.Heattemptedgettingup.

Me:"Amgood.4minutesisoverSir"helookedathis

wallclock.Myeyeslandedonthegranadilleslash,I

gulped.



MrKhan:"AmsorryMissIdidnotnotice.Thesefiles

gotme..."hegotupandputonhisjacket."Would

youlikeaslash?IordereditbutIdon'tfeellikeit

anymore"

GodknowshowmuchIcouldhonestlyhughimright

now.

Me:"Thankyou"

Iwalkedtodeskandtookit.Myeyesrantohisnote

pad.Fifa?Didn'thesayfiles?

Hepickeditupandlockedit.

MrKhan:"Pleaseholdthisforme"

Itookit.Hewashedhishandsandtook2apples

fromabowlfullofApplesandwater.Hegaveme

one.

Wefinallywalkedoutallthewaytothelift.

Wegotoffattheundergroundparkinglot.He

openedthedoorforme.IthoughtVeesaidheowns

amilliondollarKhanvehicle.

Iputmybagsatthebackandbuckledup.



MrKhan:"WereyouexpectingaBentley?"What?

"Thewayyou'relookingaround.It'slikeyouweren't

expectingmedrivesuchacar"Inervouslychuckled.

Me:"Noit'snotthat.It'sbeautiful"GTIsarebeautiful

trulybutIwasnotexpectingit.

MrKhan:"Thankyou"

Wedroveoff.I'veheardworstmusicinmylifebut

this...itwasbeyondtheworst.Hesangalongto

thesetrashsongs,makingmylifemoremiserable.

Myphonerang.Khule.

Me:"Bhuti"

Khule:"Canyoucomeovertoday?"

Me:"Uhmyeah"

Khule:"Whereareyou?"

Me:"Onmywaytothebank"

Khule:"Shouldn'tyoubeatwork?"

Me:"It'sforwork"

Khule:"Okay."



Hehungup.Ican'twaitforthemtoactuallyhave

children.Heparkedandtheradiowentoff.Thank

youGod.Itookoutonlythenotepadandheadedin.

Hedidmostofthetalking.Igavethemthereference

numberoftheaccount.Thepersonwhoopenedit

appeared.Theladyclosedit.Bythelookofthings

everybodyknowshimaroundhere.Theyeven

offeredusjuicethatIturneddownthenhedrankit

both.

Weleft.

MrKhan:"Didyouleaveanyofyourthingsatthe

office?"Heaskedasweheadedout.

Me:"No."

MrKhan:"Good.Wecangrablunchatyourfavorite

restaurant"

Me:"Ihavelunch"

MrKhan:"Willitbeenoughforthebothofus?"

Ilookedathim.

Me:"Where'syourcar?"



MrKhan:"Ohtheytookittothecarwash.We'lluse

thisoneforNow"

Amaninablacksuitgreetedandopenedthedoor

forus.

MrKhan:"TakeustoRoccomama'sTim"

Tim:"YesSir"

MrKhan:"Canweeatyourlunchboxnowmiss

Dube"

Whydoesheneversmilethough.

Itookitoutandgavehimwiththespoon."Itsmells

nice"

Me:"Thankyou"

Hestartedeating.Igotbusyinmyphone.Atleast

Timhasgoodmusictaste.Oldschoolballadnot

electro.

IviewedthepicturethatIwastaggedon.

'Mommyonfleek.Thanksdaddyfortheflops'

WhyamItagged?ThiswomanneedsGodanda

brain.AtfirstithurtbutnowIdon'tgiveashitabout



herlousypregnancyandherwhorewasbabydaddy.

Istartled.

MrKhan:"Amsorry.Areyouokay?"Ismiled.

Me:"Yesamgood."Isthatmylunchbox?Ilookedat

itthenbackathim.Heraisedhisbrowsandslowly

closedit."Didyoujustfinishmylunch?"

MrKhan:"Itwasamistake."Ichuckled."Itwastoo

good.Youshouldconsiderbeingachef"

Me:"Don'ttryandflattermeMrKhanIwantmy

food"

MrKhan:"Iwillcookforyouandbringittowork

tomorrow"

Timclearedhisthroat."Ipromiseyou,you'llloveit"

Me:"Ican'twait"

Itookmylunchboxoutofhishandsandputitinmy

bag.

MrKhan:"Timcanyoupleaseplaymusicthatis

goodformyears?"

Herecomestrouble...



°°°

[Khethelo]

Beingmarriedandpregnanthastobeoneofthe

mostamazingthingsthathaseverhappenedtome.

AwholeKhulekaniDubepushingatrolleyforme.I

neverthoughtI'dseetheday.

Khule:"Pleasetakeburgersenoughtolastyoufora

month.Idon'twanttofindmyselfheretobuyyou

burgerstomorrow."

Me:"You'veneverKhulekani"

Khule:"Justincaseyougonnastarttomorrow"

Me:"Iwon't."

Khule:"Emiiscomingover"

Me:"Wowthat'sgood.She'sbeenignoringmycalls.

Amsureshe'stiredofmetreatingherlikeababy"

Khule:"Sheisababy"

Me:"She's23.AndAmoissothrilledaboutgoing

overseasshetoldusnottoSkypehereverynowand

then"



Hechuckled.

Khule:"Shehasnoideawhatawaitsherthere."

"Ifit'snotthepowerfulDubecouplewhocoulditbe"

Shesaidstandingconfrontofourtrolleysmiling.

Dressedasahooker.I'veseenherbeforebutnot

surewhere.

Khule:"Tamia.Whatareyoudoinghere?"ohyeah.

Tamia:"Iliveherenow.Youlookgood.You'rewifing

verygoodMrsDube"there'ssomebullshitfullinthat

statement.

Me:"Itry."Isaiddryly.Shesuddenlyannoyedme.

Tamia:"Congratulationsonyourmarriageand

pregnancy.AmstillwonderingwhyInevergotan

invite"

Khule:"Itwasanintimatething.Itwasniceseeing

you"

Tamia:"Oh.Amjustgladyougotmarriedandyour

wifeispregnant.Evenshowing.Youtrulyhave

changed,you'renolongerthatmonsterIusedto

fuckorelseshewouldn'thavegottenthisfarwith



thispregnancy.Byelovebirds"

Ineedallthestrengthintheworldnottofuckher

uglyfaceup.

Khulegrippedmyhand.

Khule:"She'snotworthit"

Hekissedmycheek.Iuncappedthewaterbottleand

drankitup...
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ChapterEight

°°°

[Narrated]

(AtLelo'sapartment)

Lelolaiddownthebabyandwenttoopenthedoor

forwhoeverwasonthedoor.Kushgotin.Lelo

sighed.

Kush:"Where'smychild?"

Lelo:"He'sasleep"

Kush:"Haveyoubathedyet?"



Lelostaredathimblankly."Ihaveameetingin30

minutes.WhenIgetbackIwanttofindyouguys

ready.We'regoinghome"

Lelo:"Amnotgoinghome"

Kush:"Iamsickandtiredofthis.It'seitheryou

voluntarilygoorIwilldragyouscreamingand

kicking.Whatexampleareyousettingforourkids

withthis?"

Lelo:"Areyoubeingseriousrightnow?Yougonna

playthatvictimcard?Wellletmetellyousomething

Calvin-"

Kush:"Juststoptellingmethingsandgetready"

Lelo:"Amnotgoinganywhere!Whydon'tyoutake

yourKimhomeandleavemeandmychildthehell

alone?"

Shewalkedtothepanicbuttonandpressedit."I

needsecurityasap"

Kush:"Whatareyoudoing?"

Lelo:"Iammakingsureyouneverstepyourfoot

here."



Kush:"Lelo..."hesaidclenchinghisjaw.

Lelo:"Amdone"shebitherupperliptryingtofight

backthetears.

Kush:"Thatdoesn'tgiveyouarighttokeepmeaway

frommychild"

Lelo:"Wewillmakesomethingout.Justdon'tshow

upatmydoor"

Kush:"Whatareyougonnatellthekids?"

Lelo:"Astheonewhocheated.Youshouldbe

makingoutsomethingtotellthem"

Thedoorswungopen.4securitymenwalkedin.

Lelo:"Pleasemakesurehenevergetsthrough"

Security:"Yesma'am.PleasecomewithusSir"

HebrieflylookedatLelowhowaslookingoutthe

windowandthenwalkedoutwiththeSecurity

men.....

°°°

[Khethelo]



Iopenedmyeyes.Hewasseatedonachairnextto

mybedside.Hesmiledwhenoureyesmet.

Khule:"Finallyyou'reawake"

Me:"Whattimeisit?"

Khule:"11am.Wereyoufindingithardtosleep?"

UghEmiwillbemadatmeforthis.Iusuallymake

heralunchbox.

Me:"No.Isleptassoonaswegotinbed.Imustbe

tiredfromallthewalkingandstandingyesterday"

Khule:"FromtodayonwardsIwillbetheonedoing

groceries"hestoodupandcametokissme."Imade

youbreakfast.ShouldIwarmitupforyou?"

Me:"Yeshubby.Iwillbetakingabathsolong"

Islidoffthebed.

Khule:"Thatass.Damn!"

Me:"Iknowright.Wantmetotwerkforyou?"He

noddedbitinghislowerlip."You'resonaughty.Go

warmmyfood"

HetriedchasingmebutIoutranhim.Ilockedthe



door.

Khule:"Iwillbewaiting"

Me:"Forgetit"

Helaughed.Ipeedandandgotundertheshower.

Ifinishedup.Ibrushedmyteethandwalkedbackto

thebedroomasnakedasIwasborn.Ifoundhim

sittingonthebed,alreadymade.

Me:"ThetowelsNolongerfitme.Weneednew

ones"hewaslostsomewherebetweenmybellyand

myvagina.Iwalkedtostandinfrontofhim.He

Finallylookedatmyfaceandsmiled."Didyouhear

whatIsaid?"

Khule:"Yes.Youwantnewtowels"hepulledmeby

mywaistandkissedmybelly."Isitmeoritgrows

eachday"

Ichuckled.

Me:"Itdoes.Canyoupleaselendme4ofyourt-

shirts?"

Khule:"Whathappenedtoyours?"



Me:"Theyaretight"

Heraisedonebrow.Ichuckled.

Khule:"OhsweetJesus!"

Me:"What?"

Hepointedatmystomach.I'veneverseenhisface

likethis.Ifeltit.Isitpossiblenottofeelthefirstkick

butvisibletothenextperson?

Khule:"Liestill.Don'tmove"hehelpedmeliedown.

Heliedbesidemeandwatchedmybellyandmy

vagina.Thisisnothingclosetopleasant.

Me:"Theyaremovinglikesnakes"hiseyeswere

sparkling.Smilingfromeartoear.

Theyfinallystopped.Hekissedmypoorbelly.

Khule:"Whatawaytostartdaddy'sday.Thankyou

myAngels."Hekisseditagain.

Hereachedforhisphoneandtypedsmilinglikean

idiotthatheis.

Minerang.Itookitandanswered.

Me:"Mosadi"



Kat:"OhmyGodwe'recomingover.ThisneedsaBig

asscelebration"

Me:"Whatareyoutalkingabout?"

Kat:"Khulejusttoldusthetwinskicked"

Ilookedathim.Hewasn'tevenpayingattentionto

mebuttohisphonestillsmiling.Itrang.Hegotup

anddisappearedtothebathroom.

Me:"There'snoneedforacelebrationstopbeing

overdramatic"

Kat:"We'recomingoveranyway"

Shehungup.Igotupandwalkedtothecloset.My

phonerangagain.Idon'thavetimeforthis.This

thingofhavingyoursecondchildrenatoldage

messesupwithapersonIswear.Hecameoutof

thebathroomwearingthesamesmile.

Khule:"Cametothinkofit.Weneverhadourhoney

moon.SoIwasthinkingwhydon'twegoonFriday

andhavethebesttimeofourlivesbeforewe

becomefulltimemommyanddaddy"

Thatsoundsverylessofasuggestion.



Me:"Thatisactuallyagoodidea"

Khule:"Good.Ibookedusthesamesuitebut

differenthotel"Iknewit!

Me:"Thankyoubabe"

Ikissedhislipsandtookmyfoodthathadbecame

coldagain.

Khule:"Iloveyou.Witheverybitofmyheart.Ican't

Imaginemylifewithoutyou"Ilookedathimand

smiled.

Me:"Iloveyoumore.I'veneverseenyouthis

excited"

Khule:"Thethoughtofhavinglittlepeoplewiththe

loveofmylifeismakingmethisexcited."Hepaused.

"AndtotellthetruthIwasn'tconvincedtheyare

okay."

Me:"Theyaregood."

Khule:"WehaveDrsappointmenttomorrow"

Me:"Iknow"

Heraisedhisbrows.Ugh.Ilaughed."Butthe



reminderissetIwould'veremembered"

Khule:"Yeahwhatever.LetMegocleanupmymess

inthekitchen"

Me:"Byehun."

Hejoggedout."Youguysshouldkickmoreoften.It

makesdaddysohappy"Isaidbrushingmytummy.

Myphonebeeped.

"HiMrsDubethesecond.Arethebabiesgrowing

healthily?Ifheeverbeatsyouupjustknowamhere

foryou.

Love

Tamia"

Thisbitch...

°°°

[Quinton]

Shewalkedintallasever.I'llneverunderstandhow

womenfeelsocomfortableinheels.I'dfalleveryday.

Sheputherbagdownanddrankmyjuice.

Kylie:"Amsotired.Everyoneisbooked."



Me:"How?"

Kylie:"Yousaidyouwantthebestdesigners.The

bestsarebooked"

Me:"Theoneswhofollowthebest?"

Kylie:"Thegraduates?"

Me:"Maybe"

Kylie:"Nothappening.I'llkeeplookinguntilIfind

one"

Me:"Timebabes.Iamtiredoflivinginahotel.AndI

wantyoutolookforanannytoo"

Kylie:"Ihavesomeoneinmind.Mymom'sfriend".

Me:"Aslongasshe'sgoodwithkids."

Kylie:"Speakingofkids.Wherearethey?"

Me:"Inthebedroomplaying"

Shewalkedthereandshortlycameback.

Kylie:"There'snoonethere"

Igotupquicklyandrushedtothebedroom.Ifound

themsleepingontopoftheotherinbed.



Kylie:"Theyweren'tthere"

Me:"Youmust'vemissedthem"

Iclosedthedoor.

Kylie:"They'rewearingpinkandtoobigtomiss"

Ipulledherbyhand.

Me:"PleasecheckuponKhethiweandsendher

flowersandchocolate"

Kylie:"Willdo.Bye"

Shetookherbagandheadedout.Iwalkedbackto

thebedroom.Theywerenowsleepingontheircribs.

Me:"Whydidyouguysdothat?Wherewereyou?IfI

bumpintoalittlesnakeI'llsquashitandthrowitin

thetrashcan.JesusChloeyourkids"

Iheardatinygiggle.IwalkedtoSisekelo'sbed.She

smiled.Forthefirsttimeever.

Sisekelo:"Dada"Ipickedherup.Andkissedher,she

giggled.Iheardanothergiggle.Shewasstandingon

hercriblookinglikeatinylittleprisoner

Me:"Youguyswerefakingsleep?"



Sheblewsalivaonmyface."Yeahthat'sagoodone.

Let'shopeyou'renotvenomous"

IputherinSikelela'scribandpickedtheforever

smilingangel.ShestartedwithherMandarin.Ikept

onnoddingandactingsurprised.Shekeptontalking.

ShetakesafterEmi.Shetalksalot.

Myphonerang.

Me:"Byetheway.Thecomingsoontwinskicked

todaysowe'regoingtoCapeTowntomorrow"I

answered."Hello"

Caller:"HeyQ.It'sNkule.Khethelogavemeyour

numbers.Iwaswonderingifyouguyshaveplans

today"

Me:"Hey.Yesweare.We'regoingforaswim.Need

company?"Shechuckled.

Nkule:"Yes.IwashopingI'dbringfoodandhavean

insidepicnic"

Me:"Wecancanceltheswimming"

Nkule:"Ohnoyoudon'thaveto.Wecandoit

tomorrow"



Me:"TomorrowIwon'tbehere.Whattimeshouldwe

expectYou?"

Nkule:"14:30"

Me:"Okaybye"

Nkule:"Bye"

Ihungup.Alittlepicnicwon'thurt.Icoulddowith

somecompanyonceinawhile...

°°°

[Bonga]

Nobodyunderstandsmyloveforthischair.Ifeellike

themightyMphangiseniDubehimself.Itfeelslikea

throne.Thiswholeofficecontainsaverystrong

dignity.

SisGladegotin.

Her:"GooddayMrDube"

Me:"Gooddayma'am"

Her:"Your12:30meetinghasbeencancelled."Thank

youmothernature.



Me:"That'sbad.Ipreparedforthatmeeting.IsCindy

in?"

Her:"Yessheisandherboyfriendisamafia"

Me:"Huh?"

Her:"Yes."Ilaughed.

Me:"Youdon'tthinkIfancyherright?"

Her:"Aren'tYou?"

Me:"No.Shepromisedtoordermeties"

Her:"Oh.Yourlunchwillbehereshortly"

Me:"Thankyou"

Shewalkedout.Icalledbaba.Itrangunanswered.I

wantanewhotsexyp.a.notsisGlade.Admiringher

boobsfeelslikeasin...

°°°

[Emi]

JusttothinkileftmyfoodathomebecauseI

thoughtKhanwouldbringmelunch.Ilockedmy

officeandwenttoVee's.



Vee:"Cametolookforbossbabe?Hehasn'tarrived"

Me:"Whatdoesheusuallyeat?"

Vee:"IorderforhimthroughMrDfood."

Me:"Pleaseorderforme"

Vee:"Whatwouldyouliketoeat?"

Me:"Ribs,butternutandGreeksalad"

Vee:"Beverages?"

Me:"Applejuice"

Isatdownonachair.

Vee:"Done!Isitlunchtimealready?"

Me:"Yeah10to"

Wesatthereinsilence.ItriedcallingKhetheloagain.

Shedidnotpickup.Itextedhertocallme.She's

eitherjustlookingatitringorasleep.

"Gooddayladies"oureyesmet.Hesmiled.He

freakingsmiled.ThemostbeautifulsmileI'veever

seen.ThankyouGodfortheblackmeninblacksuits.

Ididnotreturnthesmile.



Vee:"GooddaySir.Ididnotthinkyouwerecoming

in"

MrKhan:"Iwasn'tbutIhadtobringthis.IwasinPE

justcameback.Ijusthopeamintime"hesaidthe

lastpartlookingatme.

Vee:"Oh.ShouldIorderyoufood?"

MrKhan:"Youhavealreadyordered"

Vee:"It'snotyours"

Hefrowned.

MrKhan:"MissDubecanwetalk....privately"

Heturnedandwalkedout.Veewinkedatme.This

oneneverseesanythingwrong.

MrKhan:"Pleaseclosethedoor"Ihesitantlyclosed

it."AmsorryIarrivedthislate"

Me:"It'sokay.IaskedVeetoorderforme"

MrKhan:"I'lleatthat.Youshouldeatthisfood

speciallycookedforyou"

Hehandedmeacontainer.



Me:"Thankyou"

Iwalkedouttomyoffice.

Isettleddownandstartedeating.Roastedpotatoes

aremyfavorite.Ifocusedonthemandthemeat.

Ialmostfinishedit.Hedefinitelydidnotcookthis.

It'stoogoodtobecookedbyaman.

Isawhimthroughtheglasscarryingaslashandan

apple.

Thedooropened.

MrKhan:"IthoughtIshouldbringyouthisandget

somefeedback"he'sfriendlytoday.

Me:"Youcookedthis?"

MrKhan:"Yes"

Me:"Toavoidfutureembarrassment.Juststickto

yourdayjobandleavecookingtotherestofus"

Hisfacedropped."Youcanputthosethingsdown"

MrKhan:"Butthatcontainerisalmostempty"

Me:"Iwashungry"



Itookabiteonmyapple.Hechuckledandwalked

outwhistling...

°°°

[Narrated]

NdalowalkedinonMthobisibusyonhislaptop.She

kissedhischeekandsatdownbesidehim.

Ndalo:"Racing?"

Mtho:"Yes.IwantthatR1000000"

Ndalo:"Whatifyoulose?"

Mtho:"Ijusthadmycarpimped.Iwillwin"

Ndalo:"WhereareyougonnagetR100000tojoin?"

Mtho:"Ihave50formysecondsemester.I'llborrow

theotherone"

Ndalo:"Mthobisi!"

Mtho:"What?Relax.IwillwinandreturnIt"

Ndalo:"Thisisaveryhugemistake"

Mtho:"Itwouldbenicetohavemygirlfriend's

supportyouknow"



Heclosedthelaptopandputitaside.Hekissedher

andclimbedontop.

Ndalo:"Istilldon'tgetwhyyou'redoingthis"

Mtho:"BecauseIwanttotakeyouonbaecation"

Shesmiled.Theycontinuedkissing.

{AtLelo'sapartment}

Lelo:"Yousureyouaren'thungry?"

Khethelo:"No."

Lelo:"Ok."Herphonerang."Hey.Yesyoucan"she

putitdown.

Khethelo:"Anothervisitor?"

Lelo:"Yes.AmogelangSmith"

Khethelo:"Ohok.Soyousureaboutyourdecision?"

Lelo:"Idon'tknow.ButwhatamsureofisthatI

don'twannaseehimforatleastayear."

Khethelo:"HehurtYou,didn'tHe?"

Lelo:"Morethanhecouldeverrealize"

Thedoorswungopen.



Amo:"Doyouselldrugsnow?Whysomuchprocess

togetin?"

Lelo:"Calvin.Youknowhowheis."

Amo:"Oh.Hello"shesaidextendingherhandto

Khethelo."AmAmo"

Khethelo:"Khethelo"

Amo:"Youlookbeautifulinperson"

Khethelo:"Thankyou"

Shesatontheoppositecouch.

Lelo:"Whattimeareyouleavingtomorrow?"

Khethelo:"Inthenoon"

Amo:"You'realwaysaway"

Khethelochuckled.

Khethelo:"Thehusbandlovestravelling"

Amo:"He'sright.Onceyougivebirthyouwon'tbe

ableto"

Lelo:"Beingamotherissuchaholdbackattimes.I

can'trememberthelasttimeItravelled.Notto



mentionhavingapeaceofmind"

Amo:"It'sjail.AllmybabiesaregrownnowbutIstill

can'tjustgetupandgoonvacation"

Khethelo:"Can'tyoutakethemalong?"

Amo:"Itwouldn'tfeellikeavacation"

Khethelolaughed.Herphonerang.Shetookadeep

sighanddroppedthecall.Itbeeped.

Lelo:"Areyouokay?"

Khethelo:"No.Khuleneedstofixthismess.Iam

gettingtiredofthisbitch"

Amo:"Issomeonegivingyouaproblem?"

Khethelo:"Yes.Hisexgirlfriend.Shejustsentme

herpicturewithhim.She'sbeentextingmethings"

Amo:"Andwhydoyouwantyourhusbandtofix

this?"

Khethelo:"Becauseshe'shisbusiness"

Amo:"No.She'syours.She'stextingyounothim.It's

youwhoneedstodealwiththisfuckinhoe

accordingly."



Lelo:"Don'tlistentoherKhetheloyou'repregnant"

Amo:"So?Iwaskickingassesat8monthspregnant.

Doyouknowhowtouseagun?"

Khethelo:"No"

Amo:"Dotheystillhavethegunplacedownstairs?"

Lelo:"Yes.ButAmo..."

Amo:"I'llteachyou.Neverletthesehoesplayinyour

head.You'rethewifeandyourjobistoputthese

sloppyassskankstostayintheirlane"

Lelo:"OhmyGod"

Amo:"OhmyGodwhat?Youwillbejoininginonthe

lessons.ThatfakeassKimneedsabulletthrough

thatsiliconass"

Khethelochuckled.

Lelo:"Amnotcrazy"

Amo:"ThenbitcheswillmakeyourheadSoccercity.

Let'sgoslaymom"

Lelo:"Khethelo"



Khethelo:"Ineedtoteachheralesson"

Theybothwalkedout.Lelosighedandwentto

breastfeedherbaby...

[2/26,06:36]Zozaness:ChapterNine

(Unedited)

°°°

[Quinton]

Ireceivedatextinformingmethatshe'sdownstairs.

Itextedhertheroomnumberandwenttocheckup

onthegirls.

Me:"Guys?Thisdisappearinggameisn'tfunny.Our

visitorisdownstairs."

ThebathroomdoorwasslightlyopenedasIleftit.I

wenttopeepthrough.Isighed.

Me:"Asoap?Really?"Ihadforgottenitonthetub

stand.Irinsedtheirtinybusyhandsandpickedthem

uptothebedroom.

Ichangedthemagainandgavethemtheirbottles.

Thedoorbellrang,Ileftthemtheregrabbingeach



other'sfreehands.

Me:"Hey"

Nkule:"Hi"

Me:"Whydidn'tyouaskmetofetchyou."

Nkule:"OhnoIdidn'tcarryallthesebymyself.Some

guyshelpedme."

Wecarrieditallin.

Me:"Youcansitdown.I'llgocheckonthegirls"

Nkule:"Thanks"

Shecomfortablysatdown.Iwalkedtothebedroom.

Theyhadfallenasleep.Ileftthedooropened.

Me:"Juice?"

Nkule:"Nothanks.Doyouhaveabalcony?"

Me:"Yes.Wannasitthere"

Nkule:"Yeahifyoudon'tmind"

Me:"NoIdon't.Let'sgo"

Wecarriedthebagand2baskets.Women.



Sheseteverything.Sheliterallybroughtthewholeof

Checkers.

Nkule:"Wecansitdownnow"

Me:"Andyouonlyboughtme6packofLite?"

Nkule:"Yes.Iamnottryingtogetyoudrunkhere.I

boughticecreamtoo.Notsureifyoustillloveit"

Me:"Icecreamismywifewhatdoyoumean"

Shelaughed.Andtookouttwoservingbowls"Ilikeit

fromthetub"

Nkule:"OhmyGod"shesaidlaughing."Okaylet'seat

itfromthetubthen"

Me:"Thankyoumadam."There'snobettertimeto

askthisbutnow."Where'syourhusband?"

Nkule:"He'sinNigeria.Hisworkkeepshimaway"I

nodded."Thathousegetssolonelyandtheonly

friendImadearrivinghereleftforFreeStatesoama

strandeddog.IgotsohappywhenIsawyou"

Me:"Mmmmh.Boredomshallneverstrikeyouagain

then"



Nkule:"Amglad"herphonerang.Shesmiled."Hey

babe...AmatahotelwhereQisstayinghavinga

picnic."Shegiggled."Imissyoumore...what?Ohmy

GodthankyouJesus.Ican'twaittoseeyou...byeI

loveyoumore"

Shehungupwithawidesmileonherface."He's

cominghome"

Me:"Wonderful"

Nkule:"So.You'rerecoveringonyourown"

Me:"Yes.AndI'drathernottalkaboutit"

Nkule:"Youlovedherdidn'tyou?"

Me:"Witheverybitofme."

Nkule:"You'llfindsomeoneagain"

Me:"Idon'twantto.She'skeepingmyheartandI

wantittostaylikethat.Idon'twanttoloveanyone

anymore"

Nkule:"Soyouneverevergonnahavesex?"I

chuckled.

Me:"Iwill.Justwillnotfallinlove"



Nkule:"Isee.Khethelowouldkillmeifshefoundout

Iwashere"

Me:"Why?"

Nkule:"Ihaven'tcontactedherinweeksandherei

amwithyou.Sheneverapprovedofmebeingthis

closetoyou"Ichuckled.

Me:"Isit?"

Shenoddedandwecontinuedeating.Shehad

openedGarfield'sfoodlasagna.Ithoughtshegotmy

numbersfromher...

°°°

[Emi]

Khetheloofferedtofetchmefromwork.She's

alwayssurroundedbyfood.

Me:"Heybabes"

Khethelo:"Heyauntie.Weboughtyouboxmaster"

Me:"Awww.Thankyoumylove.HeyLiam"

Liam:"Heymiss"



Khethelo:"Khulesaidyouleftwithnolunchbox"

Me:"YeahIdidn't.ThisisMrKhan's.Heatemy

lunchboxyesterdayandthenofferedtocookforme

today"

Khethelo:"Really?He'sanicebossisn'the"

Me:"Notatall.Hehardlysmiles"

Khethelo:"Ifhewasn'tnicehewouldn'thave

preparedyoulunch"

Me:"Yeahwhatever.CanIeatmyboxmasterin

peace?"

Khethelo:"Yesbabes"

In30minuteswearrivedhome.Weweregreetedby

HawueatingaRussianinthekitchenaloneunder

thechair.

Khethelo:"Heybaby.Where'syourmom?"She

pickedhimup.

Khule:"Ohyou'rehere.We'rehavingdinneratthe

patio.Everyoneishere"

Me:"Letmegochange"



Theydidn'tevengetthat.Theyturnintocompletely

idiotsineachother'spresence.

Igotinmyroomandkickedofftheheels.Ichanged

intoasummerdressandflops.Myphonerang.

Me:"Hello"Silence."Hello?"Thelinedied.Icalledthe

numberagain.Itwentthroughvoicemail.Ithrewmy

phoneonthebedandwalkedout.

Acake.Really?

Me:"Eveningfam"

Everyone:"Hello"

Tyler:"Youlookbeautiful."

Me:"OhmyGodamgonnadie"welaughed.

Khethelo:"Howcanshenot?Herbossiscookingfor

her"issheforreal!

Khule:"Isherich?"

Me:"HowwouldIknowbhuti?"

Khule:"Youshouldaskhim.Ifhewannawifeyouhe

mustberich"Ilaughed.ThisisaverydifferentKhule.

Ididnotexpectthis.



Chris:"Where'stheJasonboy?"Sigh.

Me:"Idon'tknow"

Bonga:"He'suglyanyway"Ilaughed.

Khethelo:"Bonga.There'sstilltimetocomeoutof

thecloset"

Bonga:"Mama!"Welaughed."BabacanIplease

haveanewPA?"

Khule:"WhatiswrongwithGlade"

Bonga:"She'sold.Amscaredofher"

Katlego:"She'snice"

Bonga:"Stilloldandscaresme"

Chris:"Oryoujustwantsomeoneyourageyoucould

jusrpreyon"

Bonga:"Comeonbaba.Irespectwomenwaytoo

much"

Khule:"ThenrespectGladeenoughtokeepherjob"

Hesighed.Wecutthecakeandsangmom'schurch

songs.



Katlego,KhethiweandKhetheloexcusedthemselves.

Amproudofthewomenmybrotherschose.They

knowhowtoworktheirmagicaroundthekitchen.I

satwiththegentsbecausesometimesitgetsalittle

toomuchtohearaboutmybrother'sbedroom

affairs.It'sweird.Freakinweird...

°°°

[Narrated]

Phumlagotinwithaplasticofsnacks.

Tamia:"Whattookyousolong?"

Phumla:"There'swhatwecalltraffic.Itriedcalling

yourguybutitwentthroughvoicemail"

Tamia:"We'lltryhimagaintomorrow.Youshould

startcrowdingthatKatlego'swallonFacebook"

Phumla:"Youwantmetolooklikeapsychoex

wife?"

Tamia:"Withafakeaccount.OneofthesedaysI'll

trackslaywife'severymoveandrunheroverwitha

jeep"

Phumla:"Yougonnakillher"



Tamia:"That'sthewholepoint.Isn't?Shedies,Iget

mymanback"

Phumlasighed.

Phumla:"You'retoostupidforsomeonewho'veever

workedwithKhule.Hewouldn'trestuntilhefinds

whokilledher.Ifwewannawinthiswegonnahave

toplaysmart.Leavethathoodratinsideofyou

outsidebecauseshe'stotallystupid"

Tamia:"Weshallneverforgetwhocameupwiththis

ideasweets"

Phumla:"Ifyougonnapushthattsotsimindset

pleaseleavemethehelloutyourplan"

Shesaidhardeningherface.

Tamia:"Fine!We'lldoityourway"

Phumla:"Good.Firstofall,weneedthatguytotrack

theireverymovethenfromthereonwe'regoodto

go"

Tamia:"Icanalreadyseeuscrossinglegsonour

milliondollarpoolchairssippingoncocktails"

Phumla:"Ohmygoodnessshedoesn'tevenknow



thequalitiesofbeingaDubewife"

Shesaidheadingtothebathroom.

Tamia:"Whatdoyoumean?"

Phumlaclosedthedoor.Tamiarolledhereyesand

tookasipofherredwine...

°°°

[AtKush'shotelroom]

Caps:"Youneedtochillout"

Kushanothersipofhisscotch.

Kush:"Don'tshitonmeman.Don'tshitonme"

Caps:"Youshouldbelookingforasolutionnot

runningupanddown"

Kush:"IneedyoutothreatenthisDubewomanto

stayawayfromLelo"capsgulped.

Caps:"KK'swife?"

Kush:"Whoelsearewetalkingabout?Iwantitdone.

BytheendoftodayIwantthislittlefriendshipover."

Hepouredanotherfullglass."Whyareyoustillhere



man"

Capstookhisbagandwalkedout.Kushbangedthe

table."Fuck!"

Zac:"WhatdidyoudotothepoorCaps.Helooks

traumatized"hesaidcomingin.

Kush:"Youneedtofindawaytoputastoponthat

brewingfriendship"

Zac:"Whatfriendship?"

Kush:"Lelo,AmoandthatDubewoman"

Zac:"Andwhyshoulditend?"

Kush:"BecauseLelowillgetcomfortable.Start

chillingwiththewholeDubeclan,treateachother

likefamilyandendupsellingmeout"

Zac:"She'dneverdothat.Slowdownonthescotch

it'stooearly.I'llstopbylater"

Hewalkedout.Kush'sphonenotifiedofamessage.

ItwasfromhispersonalPI.Heclickedview.

"Ihopethisfindsyouwell.Ifoundyourbirthmother"

Heslowlycollapsedonachair.Hestaredatthe



screenlikeazombie....

°°°°

[Khethelo]

Oneofthenicestthingsishavingeveryoneover.The

thingofeatingbreakfastasafamilybeforeeveryone

goestoworkismyfavorite.

KatlegoandIremainedbehindwithourhusbands.

Tylerleftforphysio.

Theyhelpeduscleanup.Afterwardswewentto

bathandchangethencamedowntowatchtv.

Chris:"It'ssohot."

Khule:"Youcanturntheairconditionerson"

Me:"They'reoff?"Henodded.

Khule:"IexceededthelimityesterdayIstarted

gettingcoldsoIturneditoff"Katlegolaughed.

Chris:"Thewhitesaregonnataketheirthingsback

beforeyouevenknowhowtousethem"

Welaughed.Heturneditonagain.Myphonebeeped.



"Amoutside"-Amo.

"Getin"-me.

"Theywon'tletmein"-Amo.

Itextedthesecurityguystoletherin.

Shegotin.Lookingasbeautifulasalways.She's

yearsolderthanmebutshe'sfineashell.

Amo:"OhmyGod.You'resobeautiful.IsittheDube

wifeglow?Greetingstoyoufamily"

Us:"Hello."

Khule:"Amoright?"

Amo:"Yes.AndyouKhulekaniandthisisChris.

Quickquestion.Whatdoyoufeedwomen?"

Khulechuckled."Don'tanswerthat."

Chris:"AreyouZac'swife?"

Amo:"Yes"

Khule:"Whatasmallworld.Ishestillwhite?"

Amo:"Aswhiteastheycome."

Khule:"Hebeatmybrotherintoyou"



Amo:"Whichone?"

Shehadcompletelyforgottenaboutme.

Khule:"Quinton.Hehadamassivecrushonyou"

Amo:"Don'tbeafraidtosayifitwasyou.Khethelo

won'tkillyou"welaughed.

Khule:"Iwasaninnocentone"

Amo:"Lookatmebubblingwithyou.Icametogive

Khetheloherresearchaboutchildbirth.Canwe

start?"Whatisshetalkingaboutdearheavens.

Inoddedhesitantly."Okaywegonnastartathow

muchdoesthevaginastretch-"Chrisclearedhis

throatandgotup,Khuledidtoo."Ohamsorryisit

toomuchforyouguys?"

Khule:"Nobutwe'djustgiveyouladiesspace"

Ismiledathim.

Amo:"Hi.AmAmo"

Kat:"Katlego"

Amo:"Nowthatthemenaregonewecangetto

business.ThatTaliameansbusiness."Shetookout



abrownA4envelope.

Iopeneditandtookoutthepictures.

Me:"Whoisthis?"

Amo:"Heraccomplice."

Kat:"Ohhellno"

Me:"What?"

Kat:"ThatisPhumla.Thatdefinitelyisnota

coincidence"

Amo:"Who'sthat?"

Us:"Chris'sexwife"

Me:"Howdidyoufindthese?"

Amo:"Asknoquestions.Hearnolies.Thiswaris

deeperthanyouthought."

Kat:"Sheclearlydoesn'tknowwhoshe'saboutto

messwith"

Amo:"Icanhavethemkidnappedifyouwant"

Me:"Pleasedo.Makesuretheyaretortureduntilwe

arrive.Nobodytriestowreckmyhomeandwalks



freely.Ifihavetokillthemthensobeit."

Ammarriedtoakilleranyway...

[2/26,06:36]Zozaness:TheDubeLegacyreloaded

ChapterTen

[Khule]

ForthefirsttimeinforeverIwokeupaloneandam

notgoodwiththat.Ireachedformycellphoneand

gotinthesurveillancerecords.Therewasnodata

fortoday.Igotupandrusheddownstairs.

"Hey.Whereareyourushingoffto?"Itookadeep

breath.Shegotoffthecouchandcametome.She

lookedlikeshe'dbeenawakeforsolongandlooked

fresh.

Me:"Wherewereyou?"

Khethelo:"Hereeatingandwatchingt.v.Areyou

okay?"

Me:"Yeahamgood.Areyou?"

Khethelo:"Yeah."Ikissedherforehead."Yousure

you'reokay?"



Me:"100%.Haveyoueaten?"

Khethelo:"YeahbutIdon'tmindeatingagain"

Me:"Letmegodressupthenwegonnago"

Khethelo:"Okay"shehadalittlecutonherupperlip.

Me:"Whathappenedonyourlip?"

Khethelo:"Where?"

Me:"Ijustsaidonyourlip"

Khethelo:"Ohhh.ItriedreachingforthejamandI

fell"

Me:"Whydidn'tyoueattheoneonthefridge"

Khethelo:"BecuaseIdidn'tfeellikeanythingcold"

Inodded.Sheliestomenow.

Ijoggedupthestairs.IcalledLiam.

Liam:"Sir"

Me:"Didyouguysperhapswentsomewheretoday?"

Liam:"NoSir"

Me:"Lyingtomeisn'tagoodideaLiamyouknow



that"

Liam:"Ipromiseyousirwedidnotgoanywhere.I

amstillgettingreadytocometowork"

Me:"Alright."

Ihungup.Icalledthesecuritycompany.

Assistant:"GoodmorninghowmayIhelpyou?"

Me:"Goodmorning.AmcallingfromImpalaEstates

housenumber5520Dubehousehold.Canyou

pleasesendmetoday'sdata"

Assistant:"PleaseholdSir"Ilookedforsomethingto

wearasIwaitedforthelady."Sirareyoustillthere?"

Me:"YesIam"

Assistant:"Mycomputertellsmeyourcamerasare

currentlyblocked.Thereisnotoday'sdata.Would

youlikemetounblockthemforyou?"

Me:"Yeah..pleasedo.Thankyou"

Assistant:"You'rewelcome.Wasthatall?"

Me:"Yes.Thankyounkosazana"



Ihungup.Iputonthet-shirtandtookmywalletthen

walkedout.Ifoundherinthekitchendrinkingjuice.

Me:"Let'sgo."

Sherinsedtheglassandfollowedmeouttothe

garage...

°°°

[Katlego]

IpickedHawuupandwalkeddowntothekitchen.I

puthimdown.He'shyperactivethesedaysandam

notcomplainingbecauseIdon'thavetoworryabout

himfallingoffthestairs.Imadehisporridge.

YesterdayleavingKhethelo'shouseAmotextedus

lettingusknowthebirdsflewaway.Thatwasstress

tomylife.

MybabysisterAmowasleavingforChicagoonthe

noonwhilethemostofusgotoCapeTown.

Chriscamedown.

Me:"Whyaren'tyoudressedup?"

Chris:"Becausemyshifthasbeencancelled"he



pickedhissonup.

Me:"Iwillmakeyoubreakfast"

Chris:"Let'sgoout"

Me:"Idon'tthinkthat'sagoodidea"

Chris:"Why?"

Me:"Istillhavetopackremember"

Chris:"You'vebeenactingweirdsincelastnight"

Me:"You'reseeingthings"

Chris:"Amnot."

Hegotupandwalkedtothelounge.Ihatethathim.

Theonethatdoesn'targuewithyoubutjustleaves

youtherealonedyingofguiltbecausewhathesaid

istrue.Itookoutthebreadandtoastedit.

Hisphonebeepedcontinuously.

"Pleasecheckthatforme"

Heshoutedfromthelounge.Itookitandviewedthe

MMSsfromanunsavednumber.

Iliterallyfrozeuptomysinglegreyhair.



Ididnotblinkormoveatoe.

IwastakenbacktoearthbyChriscallingmyname.

Me:"Yes?"

Chris:"Whoisit?"

Me:"ItsMTN"

Chris:"Ok"

Itookascreenshotandsentittomyselfon

WhatsAppanddeletedtheMMSandtheevidenceon

WhatsApp.Ilockeditandputitbackonthecounter.

Ifixedusbreakfastandservedhim.

Chris:"Thanksbaby."Igavehimaweaksmileand

pickedHawuup.Ifedhimfirst.

Mymindranbacktothosepictures.Ishutmyeyes.

"Katlego"Iopenedthem.Hepointedatmyringing

cellphone.

Itookit.Itwasunknownnumber.Ianswered.

Me:"Hello"

Caller:"Hey.Itsme.Whattimeareyouleavingfor



CapeTown?"Isighedinrelief.

Me:"8pmIthink.Needsomething?"

Amo:"Ineedtoseeyoubothbeforeyouleave.

There'ssomethinghugeandbythelookofthings

evenyourhusbandshavenoideaaboutthis"

Me:"Uhm...wecanmeetaround2pm"Chrislooked

atme.

Amo:"Okaygreat"

Ihungup.

Me:"ThatwasAmoSmith"

Chris:"What'syourdealwiththatwomananyway?"

Me:"Shesellswigs"

Chris:"She'syournewsupplier?"

Me:"Yessheis.Ammeetingwithherlateron"

Henodded.HedidnotlookconvincedbutIcouldn't

careless.IcontinuedfeedingHawu...

°°°

[Narrated]



KushwaitedoutsideforYezwe.Hekeptstomping

hisfootontheground.He'slikelytodothatwhen

anxious.

Heglancedathiswatch.Yezwecameout.

Kush:"Aretheyin?"

Yezwe:"Yesbutthepersonyou'relookingforisn't"

Kush:"Okgetinthecar"

Yezwe:"Baba-"

Kushopenedhisdoorandgotin.Yezwedidtoo.

Theydroveoff.

Kush:"Isshealive?"

Yezwe:"Yes.TheysaidshelivesEnquthuwithher

husbandandkids"

Kush:"Ok"

Theydroveinsilence.

Yezwe:"Whoisshe?"

Kush:"Nooneimportant"

Yezwe:"Mmmh"



Kushadjustedtherearviewmirror.

Kush:"Whenareyouvisitingyourmother?"

Yezwe:"Today."

Kush:"Ok"

Heincreasedthevolumeofsoftballadandspedup...

°°°

[Emi]

Me:"Mybreakisalmostovermoghel"

Amo:"Itsokay.IstillhavetogotoausKhethelo's"

Me:"Aren'tyouscaredthatyou'regoingaway?"

Amo:"Nope.Amactuallyhappythatatlastamgoing

todosomethingthatIlovewitheverybitofmy

heart"

Me:"Amhappyforyou"

Amo:"Thankyou.Andthanksforthemeal"

Me:"Anytimemylove"

IpaidandcollectedKhan'speaceofferingfor

forgettinghislunchboxathome.Wethenwalked



out.

Amo:"YouandyourbossaiIclaponce"

Me:"ItsallinnocentI-"theslashfellandsplashed

outonourfeet.

Hecrouchedandtriedtodowhateverthehellhe

thoughthewasdoing.

Me:"Itsokay"

Hestoodstraight.Ifeltaverystrongurgetoslaphis

stupidface.

IgrabbedAmo'shandandwalkedoff.

Amo:"WasthatJason?"

Me:"Healwaysruinssomething"

Amo:"Shamepoorthing.Helookedlost"

Me:"He'sbeenlostsincehewasborn"

UghIhatehim...

°°°

[Quinton]

Iregretgivinghermysparekey.Shethrewherself



onthecouch.

Kylie:"Iseriouslyneedaraise."Shekickedoffher

shoes."Heylittleones."Theyweren'tevenpaying

attention.

Me:"Youlooklikeyouneedahungoverremedy"

Shechuckled.

Kylie:"Yeahthattoo.Doyouhavepainkillers?"

Me:"Yes.IfIgiveyouanyitwillbesubtractedfrom

yoursalary"

Kylie:"OhGodIneedanewbossnotthisbitterone.

Justgivemewater"

Ilaughedandfetchedthepillsforher.Shedrankup.

Kylie:"Andafleecetoo.Ineedaquicknap"

Me:"Youcanusemybedroom"

Kylie:"Dankiempilo"

Shegotupandtookawalkyepharaallthewayto

thebedroomdoor.

Itookmytabletandsearchedforpossiblevacancies.



Shepeepedherheadout.

Kylie:"Ifoundasuitablelovelypersonwhowillturn

thenurserytoheaven"

Me:"You'regettingaraise"

Kylie:"Ifshenailsthenurserythenwe'llhireherto

dothewholehouse"

Me:"Aslongasshe'sgood"

Kylie:"I'llshowyoupicturesofherworkwhenI

wake"

Sheclosedthedoor.Ididn'tevenknowshedrinks.

Buteveryprettywomaninthisearthdrinksthese

days...

°°°

[Tyler]

Nkositookmetogirlfriend'swork.Iwaitedonthe

couchoutsideheroffice.Shewasstillinameeting.I

haveneverbeensoproudofher.Thededicationshe

showsineverythingshedoesispriceless.

IsawtheflowerthatI'dusuallyfindherwatering.It



hadgrownandverybeautiful.

Thisiswhereitallstarted.Whoknew?

Shestoodbeforemeandsmiled.Ismiledback.

Khethiwe:"Hi"

Me:"Hilove"

Shetookmyhandandpulledmeup.

Khethiwe:"Let'shopeyoudidnotclimbthestairs"

Me:"IhavetogetitusedtopressureorelseI'llnever

beabletodoanythingotherthanwalkingstraight."

Sheclosedthedoorandhelpedmesitonthecouch

thatonlysatEmiwhenQwasstillaround.

Ifeltlikeaprincesstheminutemybutttouchedit.

Khethiwe:"What'sonthatbag?"

Me:"Yourlunch"shesmiledandpulledatable.

Khethiwe:"CanIsitonyou?"

Me:"Somylegsaren'tsupposedtoclimbthestairs

butshouldhaveyousittingonthem.Hownice"

Khethiwe:"Illseatonmychair"



Me:"Noyoucansitonme"

Khethiwe:"Noit'sfine"

Me:"Iinsist.Weneedtotalkanyway"

Khethiwe:"YoushouldtellyourgirlfriendsIamnot

theirfriend"

Me:"Whydoyoualwayswannafight?"

Khethiwe:"Amnotfighting.Theyshouldstop

commentingonmypictures"

Me:"Youcanjustturnoffthecomments"

Khethiwe:"Lookatyoudefendingthem.Thatha

attorneybae"

Me:"Comehere"

Khethiwe:"Hhaileavemealone"

Shetookthebagandopenedit."Myfav.thanks

babeyou'rethebest"

Thisisbyfartheunnecessarygenderhereonplanet

earth.

Khethiwe:"Whyarelookingatmelikethat?"



Me:"Ithinkyoushouldgohomeongoodfriday"

Shelookedatmelikeamcrazy."Amserious."

Khethiwe:"Itsnothappening"

Me:"Itwill.Aren'tyoutiredofthislife?"

Khethiwe:"IambuttheyhatemeandIfeelthe

same"

Me:"Wellthat'sgonnachange.Yougonnagohome

toyourgrandmother.Humbleyourselfasachildthat

youare,apoligize"

Khethiwe:"Theyaretheoneswhoshou-"

Me:"You'renotfromhere.Iseeyou'restartingto

carryyourselfasaJoburgchild.Thatwomanraised

youandwhatyoumustunderstandisthatshehad

nosayoveryourpaternalgrandfatherbecause

culturallyyou'retheirs."

Khethiwe:"Tyleryoudon'tunderstand"

Me:"OfcourseIdon't.WhereamIgoingtopay

amalobolo?Howareweevengonnagetmarried?I

spoketoBabNdoda.They'llbestartingthisweekto

goandapologizetotheDladlasandyour



grandmother"

Khethiwe:"Why?Theykilledyourfamily.Idon'twant

theminmylife"

Me:"Cryingwillnotmakethisgoaway.Weneed

peace.Regardlessofwhodidwhattowhom"

Khethiwe:"Iunderstandapologizingtograndmabut

thatDladlafamily?Iwishtheywerestilldying.And

whoexactlyareyougoingtoapologizeto?"

Me:"Wegoingtoapologizeyourolderbrotherthat

wasn'ttherewhenthattragedyhappened"

Khethiwe:"Ireallydon'tknow"

Me:"Itdoesn'tfeelrighttostaywithyouhere.Iwant

todotherightthing"hereyeswidened.

Khethiwe:"Therightthing?"

Me:"Yes.Weeren'tpromisedforever.Thereare

reasonswhyIsurvivedthatshootingandIguess

oneofthemistomarryyou"

Shelaughed."What'sfunny?"

Khethiwe:"Doyoureallylovemetothatpoint?"



Me:"Yes.You'remyfirstlove.Ihaveneverspent3

monthswithonewoman.Whateveritisthatyoufed

mepleasedonotstop"

Ireachedfortheboxonmypocket."Ican'tkneelbut

youknowIwantto.Willyoudomeanhonorof

becomingmyMrsAttorneyDube?"Whyarewomen

sodramatic.Thecryingandfaningyourfaceispure

drama.ImagineifIwaskneelingmykneewouldbe

brokenrightnow.

Shegotupandthrewherfatselfonme.

Khethiwe:"Yesbaby."Shekissedmeallovermy

face."Iamnowgonnahavesomethingtobackme

upwhenIstartkickingassofthosejunkiesputting

hearteyesunderyourpictures"that'sallshecan

thinkof?

Me:"Tagmealong"shegiggled.

Islidtheringintoherfinger.Herface,priceless.

Khethiwe:"Itfitsperfectly.OhmyGodit'sso

beautifulbabe.Amsogladyou'vechosenmetobe

theoneyouwannacheatonfortherestofyourlife.

Amsogonnakillyouifyoudothough"shesqueezed



mein."IloveyoubabykaMaNgcobo"

Me:"Iloveyoumoresthandwasam"

Shelookedatherhandagain.IknowtheminuteI

walkoutshe'llstartgooglingweddinggowns...

°°°

[Khethelo]

Ihatelyingtomyhusband.Itslikehealwaysknow

whenIam.ThatjamstoryItoldhiminthemorning

hedidnotbuyit.Thewayhekeptlookingatmethe

wholedaywasuncomfortable.

Ifinishedmakingupmyfaceandtookmybag.

Iwroteanoteandwalkeddownstairs.Ipastediton

thefridge.Iheardlaughingcomingfromthelounge.

Iwalkedthere.Oh.

Me:"Heyguys"

IpickedHawuupandkissedhimthenputhimdown.

Chris:"Hey.Youlookgreat"

Me:"Thankyouhusband.Youneedanewhaircut,

bothofyou"



Khule:"We'llvisityoursalonwhenthere'saspecail"

Me:"Ifyou'renotbusyyoucangoandtellMuzito

beautifyyouitsonme"

Chris:"ThankyouNguniza.Let'sgo"

Khule:"Don'tyouwannasleepfirst?"

Chris:"Nobutwannaeatfirst"

Me:"I'llseeyouguyslater"

Khule:"4pmIwantyouhere"

Me:"Yesdad"helaughed.

Ileft.

...

Ifoundabottleofwinealmostempty.

Me:"Areyouguystryingtogetdrunk?"

Amo:"Askyoursisterwifehere.Thisisthesecond

bottle"

Me:"Katlego?"

Kat:"Iwannacontinuouslystabthatuglyvaginaof

hersandburnherfacewithacid"



Me:"Who?"

Kat:'ThatPhumlabitch.Canyoubelieveshetexted

Chrishernudesandaroomnumber?"

Amo:"What?"

Me:"Theyarebothmentalcases.Theyarenotgood

forthecommunity"

Kat:"Ineedagun"

Amo:"Younotgonnagetyourhandsdirtybabes.

Yourhusbandswill"

Me:"Wehavetotellthemnow?"

Amo:"Nobutwegonnamakesuretheyfindout

Tamiaisbehindtheshootingthattookplace

Estcourt.YourbrotherinlawwasdrivingKhulekani's

jeepright?"

Me:"Yes"Ifeltmyheartbreakingagain.Icouldn't

holdbackthetears.

Amo:"Andyouguyswereleavingforyour

honeymoonthatevening?"Inodded."Shethought

thatsupposedtobeyou.Q'swifeandAdvocate

wereatthewrongplace.Thosebulletsweremeant



foryou"

Ineedsomeair.Igotupfeelingdizzy.Sheputme

backdownandgavemewater.

Katlegogotupandleft.

HowsickisthisTamiawoman...

[2/26,06:36]Zozaness:TheDubeLegacyreloaded

ChapterEleven

•••

[Khethelo]

Thishusbandofminelikestheseaviewfor

someonewhocannotswim.Ourhotelswe'vebeen

toallhaveit.Andyoualwaysfindhimhereonthe

balconysmokinganddeepinhisthoughts.

Khule:"Wecangobackhomeifyouwant"hesaid

handingmeasmoothie.Ismiled.

Me:"Thankyou."

Khule:"Youwelcome"hetookaseat.

Me:'Whywouldwegobackhome?"



Khule:"Youdon'tseemtoenjoybeinghere"

Me:"Idobabe.Thesekicksaretiringme"

Heblanklystaredatme.Idon'tlikethatlook.

Khule:"Howlonghavewebeentogether?"

Me:"23months"

Khule:"Itfeelslike23years"Ichuckled.

Me:"Itdoes"wewentsilent.

Khule:"Thecameraswerejammedyesterday

morning."

Me:"Really?Didyoucallthesecuritycompany?"

Khule:"Idid."Hepaused."Youknowwhatstresses

me?Youfelltryingtogetthejam.Tomysurprise

thatjamisstillsealed"myheartskippedabit."What

exactlyhappenedtoyourlip?"

Me:"Ifell"heshotmethatscaryeyeIalmostgave

birth."Iwenttothegym"

Khule:"Doyoueverlisten?"

Me:"Iwasbored"



Khule:"Don'tevendarecryKhethelo.Thatgymisn't

maternalfriendly.Whatifyoufellandthosesteels

fellontopofyou?Ifyoukeepriskingmychildren's

livesyoumightneverleavethehouse"

Me:"Amsorry"

Khule:"Soyouhadthecamerasjammed?"Ishook

myhead.Heraisedhisbrows,Iquicklynodded.

Hegotupandwalkedintoroom.Iwipedmytears

andfollowedhim.Ifoundhimdrinkinghiscan.I

stoodadistancefromhim.

Me:"Itwon'thappenagain.Amsorry"

Khule:"Iknow."Heturnedtome."Becauseyou're

backathavingbodyguardsandpersonalnursesat

home"

Me:"ButI-"

Khule:"Breakfastisready"

Withallthatsaidhewalkedtothebathroom.Anurse?

Seriously?...

•••



[Katlego]

Chris:"Here.Drinkthis"

Me:"Thankyou"hesatbesideme.Idrankupthe

concoction.Whoevertaughthimthesemixtures.

Chris:"Thatshouldbefine.Imadebreakfast."

Me:"Ijustwannaliedownfirst.Where'sHawu?"

Chris:"Quintonfetchedhiminthemorning"

Thesepeopleandtheirunnecessaryreasonsto

meetup.Thisissupposedtobethenewlyweds

honeymoonnotafamilyvacation.

Me:"Letmesleepthen"

Chris:"Amocalled.Shelandedsafely"

Me:"Thatsgreat.Thankyou"

Hekissedmyforeheadandcuddledme.

Chris:"DidIhurtyou?"

Me:"Why?"

Chris:"Thewayyou'vebeendrinkingthepast3days.

Itslikeyou'retryingtofightoffthepain"



Me:"Itsnotthat.Iamsadthatthekillershavenot

beenfound"

Hetookadeepbreath.

Chris:"Wedecidedtoputthatmattertorest"

Iturnedtohim.

Me:"Isthathowlittleshemeanttoyou?HadTyler

alsodied,wouldyouguyshaveputthematterto

rest?"Hefrowned.

Me:"Amasking.Shecarriedyourchildren,sheloved

yourbrotherandnotevenasingleofyouwantto

findwhokilledher?Isthatwhatyougonnadoshall

anyofusgetkilledbyyourpeople?Putthematterto

rest?"Iwasalreadycrying.Idon'tknowwhathurt

morebutIwashurt.

MaybetheyknewthisTamiawomanwasbehindit

butturnedablindeyebecauseKhuleusedtofuck

her.That'showcrazymenare.

Igotoutofbed."Rightnowyougonnagooutthere

andmakecalls.Tellyourbrothersyou'regettingthis

matterbackathand."



Istormedout.Howcomearetheysochilledabout

this?...

•••

[Emi]

Whoeverbewitchedmylovelifemustjustforgiveme.

Itookmyphone.Thereweremissedcallsfroman

unknownnumberthathasbeencallingmesincelast

night.Iknowit'shim.

ItextedAmoandvisitedthehygieneroom.

Icameoutlookingasfreshastheycome.Iworea

simpledressandflops.DurbanandCapeTownare

forsuchclothes.

Iorderedbreakfast.Nopemyroomwasn'tself

service.Ican'tcookatmyplaceandcookhereon

vacation.IdidmymakeupasIwaited.

Myphonerang.Ireachedforit.Videocallsaremy

worstnightmare,especiallyfromunsavednumbers.

Ihesitantlyanswered.Heappeared.

Me:"OhmyGod!"Helaughed."Whyareyou

topless?"Idon'tknowhowdidweescalateherebut



yesterdayhecametochillwithVeeandIduring

lunch.TheCapeTownissuegotraised.Hesaidwe

shouldexchangenumbersbecausetherewasa

possibilityforhimtocomethissidetoo.

Khan:"Ohsorry.Letmeputonsomething"

Isawtheceilingthenhisface."Morning"

Me:"Morning.Howmanynumbersdoyouhave?"

Khan:"6Ithink.Youlookbeautiful.Areyouface

beating?"

Me:"YesIam.Smile"hefrowned."ItishealthySir"

helaughed.

Khan:"Don'ttellmeyoudon'tknowmyname"

Me:"Idon't"

Khan:"Let'skeepitlikethat.Itfeelssogoodwhena

feministsays"Sir"

Me:"Amnotafeminist"

Khan:"That'swhattheyallsay.Iflewintoday.Want

metobuyyouaslash?"

Me:"Wannabuymeone?"



Khan:"Ifyoudon'tmind."

Me:"Justsaythetimeandplace.I'llbethere"

Khan:"Haveyoueatenbreakfast?"

Me:"No.Ihaveorderedthough"

Khan:"Let'sgohaveabunnychowbythesea"

Me:"Amnotchilliesfriendly"

Khan:"Theysellnonchilli"

Me:"Okay.Sendmethelocation"

Khan:"Ok.Seeyouthen"

Hehungup.Ireceivedatext.

'Weneedtotalk

J'

"Lekwahell"Irepliedandattendedthedoor...

•••

[Chris]

Ifoundthemdrinking.Katlegoleftmethereallalone

andwentonlyLordknowswhere.



Me:"Wherearethekids?"

Quinton:"Theyleftwiththeirmothers"

Tyler:"Weshould'vebookedalounge"

Khule:"Wewill.Nexttime"

Tyler:"Thatslike10monthsaway"

Bonga:"Hhaicountmeout.Iwillbevacatinginevery

2weeks"

Me:"That'sgood.Youmightendupfindingusa

daughterinlaw"helaughed.

Bonga:"Doyouguysreallywantmetohavea

girlfriend?"

Us:"Yes"

Bonga:"I'dprobablygetherpregnant"

Tyler:"That'sgood.Imagine"granpaTcanIhave

somechewinggum"

Khule:"Kidsdon'tthinkyou'recoolTyler"

Tyler:"Youknownothingaboutwhatkidsfindcool."

Quinton:"Ido"



Tyler:"Nooneaskedyouwaiter"theybothlaughed.

Quinton:"Ifoundajob"

Me:"Asawaiter?"

Quinton:"Yes"

Khule:"Yougonnawearacapandanapron?"

Quinton:"Yes"

Me:"Runtopeoplewhentheyenterandofferthem

tables?"

Bonga:"Andmenus?"

Quinton:"Yes"

Welaughed.Hedidnot.

Me:"Areyouserious?"

Quinton:"YesIam."

Khule:"Youwanttomakeittomakeittoallthefront

pages?"

Quinton:"I'llkeeplowprofile"

Tyler:"Ifyouhappentosueanyone.Amhereto

representyou.AndIwantedtoaskyouguys



something"heclearedhisthroat."Iwashopingwe'd

reconcilewiththeDladlas"

Khule:"WhatDladlas?"

Tyler:"Khethiwe's.Ican'thelptheguiltofliving

comfortablywithsomeone'sdaughterwithouther

parent'spermission"hehasapoint.

Khule:"Weshouldcallbabafirst."

Quinton:"Ifhedoesn'tapprove?"

Tyler:"HemustcauseIproposedyesterday"

Itwentdeadquietyoucouldhearaneedledrop.

Khule:"Youwhat?"

Tyler:"Iproposed"

Me:"Areyoureadyformarriage?"

Quinton:"Youunderstandmarriageisabout

commitmentright?"

Tyler:"YesamreadyandIdounderstand"

Khule:"Amproudofyouman"

Me:"Momshouldbeheretowitnessthis."



Quinton:"Asifweallwould'vedatedthesewomen.

'She'snotgoodforyouboy-boy'"welaughed.

Tyler:"Shealwaysmademedumpmyhotbabes.

'She'snotaDubewifematerial'andIalways

wonderedhowistheDuvewifemateriallike"

Me:"Likeher.IhatetoadmititbutKatlegois

controlling.IfitwasinherpowerI'ddoanythingthat

shesays"

Khule:"Onmycasetoo.Shejustactstoughforno

reason"

Quinton:"OneofthedaysIearnedmyselfaveryhot

slap"

Me:"Hellno"

Quinton:"Iwasabused"welaughed."Iwantedto

strangleher"

Tyler:"Nomatterhowsoftshetriedtobe.Herside

showedwiththekids."

Me:"Thoseonesknewherverywell."

Khule:"Nobodycouldeverfillhervoid.Shelefther

mark.IstillexpecttoseeherbehindyoueverydayI



seeyou"Quintonchuckled.

Quinton:"Shewaskaakscaredofyouboth."

Me:"Iknewit.sheavoidedanyinteractionwithme"

Khule:"Ourconversationsnevermadeitpastthe

greeting."

Tyler:"That'sbecauseyoudon'tsmile"

Khule:"ButIamQuinton"

Tyler:"Nope.Quintonistheuglyoneandyou'rethe

ugliestandthedarkestthatisenoughtoscarethe

cobrasmother"

Welaughed.

Quinton:"Theynowjustdisappear"

Me:"Hawutoo"

Khule:"Ndosisaidsomethingaboutaritualonceina

whiletokeepthemwellbehaved"

Me:"Itshouldbedonethen"

Quinton:"AmnotreadytohavebabNdodaonour

necksfromslaughteringtowashingthepots"



Tyler:"JustshutupandletBongaandItalkabout

howwewillarrivethedayoftheactualceremony.

HehadusonKhule'swedding"

Bonga:"Pleasemakemeyourgroomsman"

Tyler:"Darkorblue"

Khule:"Let'sgohavebraaiedmeatatthatpub"

Me:"It'sstillopen?"

Khule:"Yep.Andbeautifulasever"

Igrabbedabeer.Wefollowedeachotherout.We're

suchabunchoftallblackpeople.Tylersurelyfeels

likeacoloredamongstus.Heinheritedmoreofthe

Ngcoboside.Reasonableheightandcomplexion...

•••

[Narrated]

{Lelo'splace}

Yezwe:"UghIforgotmyjoggingtracksuitathome"

Lelo:"Youcangobuynewones"

Sisipho:"He'snotgonnadie."



Yezwe:"YesMissknowitall"

Lelo:"Gowakethetwins"

Sisipho:"Theyarefasting"

Lelo:"What?"

Yezwe:"Yes.Youintroducedthemtointernetright"

Lelo:"Theinternettoldthemtofast?"

Sisipho:"Nobutthepastorraisedthetopiclast

Sundaythatifyoutrulyneedsomethingyoufastfor

it"Lelochuckled.

Lelo:"Ihopetheyarenotfastingforgirlfriends"

Yezwe:"Nope.Foryoutocomebackhome"

Sisipho:"Iwilljointhemsoontoo"

Lelo:"Youcanmovein"

Yezwe:"Why?Youcanjustcomehome.Daddoesn't

withusanyway"

Lelo:"Wheredoeshelive?"

Sisipho:"Hereatthehotel.We'regoingonamovie

datetoday"



Leloexcusedherself.

Yezwe:"EllifollowedmeonInstagram"

Sisipho:"Amsogonnatellmom"

Yezwe:"Iwilltellaboutyourwatermelonhead

boyfriend"

Sisiphothrewanappleathim.Helaughedand

pickeditupandwalkedout...

{Atthepolicestation}

Heappearedfromadarkcorridorfollowedby2

policemen.Hiseyesdroppedwhentheylandedon

hismother's.

Luciagotupandheadedout.

Mtho:"Amsorrymama"

Lucia:"Justinthecar"

Hedidandtheydroveoff.

Theyarrivedhome.

Luciaplacedthecarkeysonthecounteranddrank

water.



Lucia:"Lookatyoustandingtherelikeawetchicken.

WhathasgottentoyouMthobisi?"

Mtho:"Weweren'tsupposedtogetcaught"

Luciawalkedaroundtohim.Hetookastepback.

Lucia:"HowareYougonnapayforsecond

semester?"

Mtho:"I'llmakeaplan"

Lucia:"Goodluck"

Mtho:"IoweSpororo"

Lucia:"Good.Iwishhekillsyou"

Shetookherkeysandheadedtothelounge.

Mtho:"Who'smydad?"

Lucia:"He'snoneofyourbusiness"

Hewenttodrinkwateronthesinkandheaded

upstairstohisroom.HelookedforLucia'soffice's

sparekeys.

Hewentthereandlockedhimselfinsideandwentto

thetelephone.



Mike:"Honourablemadam"

Mtho:"Itsme"

Mike:"HonourableMtho.HowmayIbeofhelp?"

Mtho:"Ifuckedup"

Mike:"Youalwaysdo.Thequestionis;howbadthis

time?"

Mtho:"AR100000.Gone.Downthedrain.Wegot

caughtandthepolicetookallthemoney"

Mike:"Doesyourmomknow?"

Mtho:"Andshe'smadashell.Iusedthesecond

semestermoney"

Mike:"Mthobisi!"

Mtho:"Iknow.Pleasetellmewhomydadis"

Mike:"Nowyou'repushingit"

Mtho:"Isherich?"

Mike:"Mtho..."

Mtho:"Itooktheother50fromSpororo"

Mike:"No!Nonono"



Mtho:"Yes"

Mikesighed.

Mike:"IfIgetfiredyouandyourfatherwillhaveto

givememonthlyallowance"

Mtho:"I'llmakesure.That'sifhe'srich"

Mike:"He'sloadedhoney.Theyallare"

Mtho:"They?"

Mike:"Yes.Holdon....doyouhaveyourlaptopwith

you?"

Mtho:"No.Butmom'sis"

Mike:"Ok.I'llsenditalljustnow"

HeunlockedLucia'slaptop.Anemailnotification

poppedup.

Mtho:"Isthishim?"

Mike:"Yes.Quicklyjothisnamedownanddelete

thatthing"

Mtho:"Wheredoeshelive?"

Mike:"Itsallthere."



Mtho:"Okthankyousomuchman.Ioweyou"

Mike:"Ofcourseyoudo."

Hehungupanddailedthenumbersthatare

supposedlyhisdad's.

"You'vereachedKhulekaniDube'svoicemail.Please

leaveamessage"

Hequicklyendedthecall.

Mtho:"OhGodmomisgonnakillme"

Hedeletedtheemailandranout...

[2/26,06:36]Zozaness:TheDubeLegacyreloaded

ChapterTwelve

•••

[Emi]

Sundays!IcursethedayGodgotintoQuinton's

heart.Lastnighthesuggestedwegotochurch.The

wivesagreedandthewashellanowaythehusbands

weregonnadodgeit.Youshould'veseenthem

googlinganearbychurch.Ihadplansbuthadto

cancel.Hewokemeupwithasweetmessage.He's



totallyintome.Ifellforhissmileyesterday.Iprayed

todaytonotfinditattractive.

Heleanedonthecarnexttome.Thechurchgot

dismissed30minutesagobutthesesiblingsofours

stayedinsideforonlyGodknowswhat.

Tyler:"IfwewereridingindifferentcarsI'dhaveleft"

Me:"Metoo.Amhungry"

Wehad2slicesoftoastandblackcoffee.Itsthe

DubeSundayrule,momcameupwithit.Talking

abouthowyouneverfeeltheholyspiritonafull

stomach.

Tyler:"IsawafoodtruckdowntheroadwhenIwent

todrinkmypills"

Me:"Whatarewewaitingforthen?"

Itookmypurseandoffwewent.

Tyler:"Iproppsed"

Me:"Anewworkingidea?"Hechuckled.

Tyler:"IaskedKhethiwetomarryme"

Me:"No!Irefuse!"Helaughed.JesusChristhe's



serious.Ijumpedonhim."Amsoproudofyou.I

shouldstartdressshopping"Igotoffhim.

Tyler:"Youmightwannawaitalittle.There'sstilla

lottodo."

Me:"We'reprayerwarriors.Ifherfamilyiswhat

you'reworriedaboutthenstressfreewegonnatell

Godaboutthatandhe'llintervene"

Tyler:"Iwishhecould.Faster."

Me:"Hewill"thisistherighttimetoriasethis."Jason

isgivingmeproblems"

Tyler:"He'sback?"Inodded."Youwanthimdead?"

Me:"What?No.ButIwanthimtobackoff"he

nodded.

Tyler:"IhavenocriminalfriendsnowbutI'llwork

somethingout.Wecan'ttellyourbrothersifyou

don'twanthimdead"

Ichuckled.Wearrivedatthetruck.Weordered.

•••

[Quinton]



MyphonerangtheminuteIsteppedout.

Me:"MrsLinda"

Nkule:"Hey.I'vebeentryingtogetholdofKhethelo.

Isshethere?"

Me:"Uhh...yeahbutstillinsidewiththepastor"

Nkule:"Ohok.How'sthevacationanyway?"

Me:"Itsprettyamazing.Iwishwedidn'thavetogo

hometoday."KhetheloandKhulecameout."Here

sheis"IhandedthephonetoKhethelo."Nkule"she

reluctantlytookitandwalkedawayfromus.

Khule:"Andthen?"

Me:"Andthenwhat?"

Khule:"Youguysarefriendsnowor?"

Me:"Kindof"

Wewalkedtothecar.

Khule:"Youwouldn'tdisrespectChloe'smemory

right?"

Me:"There'snothinghappening"



Khule:"Good"

Khethiwe,ChrisandKatlegojoinedus.Khethelo

cametooandgavemethephone.Chrisbuckledup

thekids.

Katlego:"Where'sEmiandAdvocate"

Khethiwe:"Hesaidtheywenttogetburgers"

Khethelo:"Theybetterhaveboughtsomeforus"

Tyler:"Wedid.AndIbought3foryoumommy"

Khethelo:"Ughsomeofusmarrysmartman.Thank

youMbuyazi"

Emi:"ItsapleasurehoneysinceIcameupwiththe

ideaofbuyingenoughforeveryone"

Itookmineandgotinthecar.Katlegowasmadam

driver.She'stheonlywomanIknowthatdoesn't

minddriving.Bongaarrivedlast.Hewasprobably

somewhereaskingforfemale'snumbers.

Theyallgotin.Wedroveoff...

•••

[Khethelo]



Wearrivedatarestaurantthatwebookedonthe

lastminute.Atablefor9.Itssofunnyhowtheywalk

withusliketheyarebodyguards.KhuleandQuinton

atthefront,usbehindthemthenChris,Tylerand

Bongaattheback.

Wegotledtoourtable.

Emi:"Ijustneedsexonthebeach"shesaidasweall

satdown.

Khule:"ThefirsttimeIheardyousayingthatIalmost

diedofheartattack"welaughed.

Tyler:"Thatwaiterwastotallyintoyou"

Chris:"Sowasshe."

Emi:"HhaiBhuti"

Quinton:"Soyouandyourboss.Areyouallowedto

bestrollingaround?"

Emi:"He'snotmyboyfriend"

Khule:"Nobodysaidheis.Areyouallowed?Wedon't

wanttohaveyouoneverynewspaperaboutdating

yourboss"



Emi:"Thatwasthefirstandthelasttimewewent

out"

Tyler:"You'recouplegoals"

Quinton:"Shallhebreakyourheart.TellhimI'llkill

him"ohmypoorEmi.

Me:"Whattimeareweleaving?"

Khule:"7pm.Ifthat'sokaywitheveryone"

Bonga:"Coolwithme"everyoneagreed.Thefoodwe

hadpreorderedarrivedinservingbowls.

Emiorderedhersexonthebeach.Katlegoand

Khethiweactedcivilandsettledwiththegranadilla

juice.

TruthbetoldIwishedwewereleaving.Ineededto

meetupwithAmoandfindthewayforward.Nkule

ontheotherhand,Ihadtoseeher.Shehadissues

withherin-laws.AstohowIwillconvincethisman

toallowmetogotoDurban.Ihavenoidea.

IstartledwhenIfeltsomeonepokingme.

Khule:"Areyouokay?"



Me:"Yeahamgood"

Katlego:"Butamnot"Myheartbeatfaster.Hertone

saidshe'sabouttosetthiswholetableonfire.

Chris:"Wecanleaveifyouwant"

Katlego:"NoIdon'twannaleave.Iwanttoknow

whenareyoufindingthekillers"

Itwentdeadquiet.ThankGodweareontheprivate

section."Amasking.Thisisnicetoyou?Winingand

diningwhilesomeone'sdaughterandmotherislying

thereonthecoldwithoutanyjustice"

Me:"Katlego"

Katlego:"NoKhethelo.Doyouthinkthey'lldo

differentbyyoushallyoudieinhandsoftheir

enemies?She'sthemotherofyourchildrenfor

Christ'ssake.Ireallycannotbelieveyouguys.Ican't.

ThisfakeloveyoushowIcan'tdealwithitcausethe

dayIturnmybackonthisearthyou'llforgetmeinan

instant."

Khule:"YouneedtocalmdownmamakaHawu"

Katlego:"AmsosorryMbuyazibutIcan't.Ifyou



keepturningablindeyeonthis.Iwillfindthekillers

myself"

Chris:"Itsnoteasy"

Katlego:"Howdoyouknowthatwhenyou'venever

tried?"

Quinton:"Wewilllookforthem"khulelookedathim.

Katlego:"Whenyoufindthemdon'thesitatetokill

them."Whatiswrongwithher.Iamproudofher

though.Standinguptothesemen.Thatawhole

womanpowerforreal.PoorKhethiwe,hereyeswere

deepinKatlego'sface.

Khule:"Wewill"

Shetookadeepbreathanddishedup.

Weallfocusedonourfood.MamakaHawufor

president...

•••

[Narrated]

Zac:"ManonahugeSunday"hetookthevodka

bottleoutofhishands."Youdidn'tevencometo



church"

Kush:"ThatGoddoesn'tlovenorcareaboutme"

Zac:"IsthisallbecauseofLelo?"

Kush:"Yesandawholelotmore.Yourwifeistoo

closewiththeDubewomen.Closetomyconcern"

Zac:"Whatiswrongwiththat?"

Kush:"Whatiftheyaskhertohelpthemfindthe

killers"

Zac:"Howwouldtheyevenknowshe'sabletodo

that?Yourconsciousisplayingtricksonyouman"

Kush:"Iregreteveryminuteofit.LastnightIsawa

verydisturbingpictureofEmihleDube"

Zac:"Issherelatedtothem?"

Kush:"Yes.Idon'tknowwhatI'ddoifIfoundoutits

whatIthinkitis"

Zac:"You'respeakinginriddles"

Kush:"Ifoundmymother.IamdrivingtoKZNlater

on"



Zac:"Allthebestman."

Kush:"Ineedtoliedown"

HeleftZacthereandgotinthebedroom.

•••

[Unknownapplication]

Tamiathrewherselfonthedecayingcouchaplank

broke.

Phumla:"Youalwaysbreakingthings"

Tamia:"YoualwaystalkingoryoustillmadChrisdid

notshowup?"

Phumla:"Stayoutofmybusiness"Tamiachuckled

andlithercigarette.

Tamia:"Tonightwe'regoingtoshootattheThe

Dubecompany"

Phumla:"Aretheyback?"

Tamia:"Iftheyarenot.Itswhatwillgetthemback."

Phumla:"Whatiftheysendtheirerrandboysand

stayathomewiththeirwives"



Tamia:"Theywon't.There'snothingtheyvaluemore

thanthatcompanybabes"

Phumla:"Thebitcheswillbeleftunattended?"

Tamia:"WherewasyourmindatwhenIexplained

yesterday.Geezwomanareyouseriousabout

gettingyourmanback?"

Phumla:"OfcourseIam"

Tamia:"Thenpayattention.Thosewomenshould

dietonight"

Phumla:"Ican'twaitforhimtotouchme."Shesaid

closinghereyesandtiltingherhead."Thewayhe

nibbledonmynipples"

Shejumpedasicecoldwaterhitherface."Whatthe

fuckwoman!"

Tamia:"Sex?Really?Didyouevenhearanyofthe

thingsIsaid?"

Phumla:"IfyoukeeponactinglikeabossIwillfuck

youupandyouwon'tlikeit.Youwanttheringand

money.IwantChrisnotthematerialthings."

Shetookherphoneandstormedout.



Tamia:"Whyisthishoesostupid"

Shetooktheremoteandchangedthechannel...

•••

11hourslater

[Khule]

Iparkedoutsidethegarage.

Khethelo:"Ijustwantmybed"

Me:"Come.We'llbathfirst"

Khethelo:"Iwannasleep"

Igotout.Iwenttoopenforher.Ilockedthecarand

weheadedinside.

Thelightshadautomaticallyturnedoff.Theygooff

after11pm.

Iturnedthemon.

Me:"Gotakeabath.I'llbemakingfoodforyou"

Iwarmedthepieforher.

MyphonerangasIrinsedtheglass.Idriedmy

handsandanswered.



Me:"Don"he'smyoldcontactthatIhadtoswallow

myprideandcall.Wekindofgotoffthewrongfoot.

Don:"AsamanthatdeliversIfoundabird.Itsang.

Hecouldn'tmakeittothescenebecausehiswife

gotsick.CalvinMadonnaisbehindtheshooting.He

wantedtheadvocate.Rememberthatmafiaheput

behindbarsandhadthestateconfiscating

everything?"

Me:"Yeah"

Don:"They'rebrothers.Iguesshesenthimto."

Me:"Doeshehaveafamily?"

Don:"Yeah.6kidsandawife.Nompumelelo,she's

livinginSandton"fuck."Dube?"

Me:"Amhereman.Thanksbroe"

Don:"Anytime.Doyouneedtotakehimout?"

Me:"Notyet.Iwanttoteachhimalessonfirst"

Don:"Hiswifeishisweakness"

Me:"Thankyou.Letmecallmyboys"

Don:"Sure"



Ihungup.Itookwife'sfoodandwalkedupstairs.

Ifoundheralreadyinbed.Idoubtshebathed.

Khethelo:"Itookashower"

Ichuckledandgaveherherfood.

Me:"YoushouldinviteLeloover.Amsureshegets

boredlivingaloneinthatplace"shefrowned."You

loveher."

Khethelo:"Ido.Amjustsurprisedofthat.Herkids

arehereforthisweekIdoubtshe'sbored"

Me:"Evenbetter.Invitethemover.I'llcook.It'dbe

nicetohavecompanythatisn'ttheDubes"

Shesmiledandnodded.Igotupandheadedtothe

bathroom.

WhothefuckdoesthisKushthinkheis?....
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ChapterThirteen

•••

[Quinton]



Myalarmdidnotwakemetoday.Kyliedid.Ibecome

verydysfunctionalwhenahumanbeingisthe

reasonformetowakeup.

Kylie:"Youmightwanttowashyourface.Ireally

can'tdiscussthiswithyouwhileyou'rethissleepy"

Me:"Dudewheredoyougetallthisenergyfromso

early?"

Idraggedmyfeettothebathroom.Thetwinswere

fastasleep.Wesleptaround1am.

Ifoundherfryingwhatever.

Kylie:"Hereisasmoothie.Strawberryandblack

berryyoghurt"

Ipulledachairandtookasip.

Me:"Ittastesnice.Raymondhasgonebackto

Jo'burg?"

Kylie:"Yes.Hiscompanyistotallydysfunctional

withouthim"

Me:"Hehasawhackteamitmeans"

Kylie:"Consequencesofhiringfamily"



Me:"Ohhhefuckedup"

Kylie:"Doyouevercook?"

Me:"Yeah.Butnotalways"shepushedtheplateto

me."Thisisappetizing.Thanks"

Kylie:"Okay.SoapparentlythatVilakazigirlisreally

goodatwhatshedoes.Iaskedhertosendme

picturesofhercurrentproject.AllIcansayisthat

aminawe.She'samazingQ"

Shehandedmethetablet."Thosearebefore

pictures.Swipeleft"

Me:"Thisisamazing.Wow,areyousureshe'sa

graduate?"

Kylie:"Amcertain.Ifwehireherwegonnahaveto

offerheraplacetostayalongwithher5guys"

Me:"Idon'tseeaproblemwiththat.Whenisshe

gonnacome?"

Kylie:"Thursday"

Me:"BookmeacarandadrivertoJo'burg.I'llbe

thereforaslongasshe'llbebusywiththehouse.

Theycanstayhere"



Kylie:"Thatissosweetofyou.Letmecontacther

again.I'vebeencontactinghereverydayamhoping

amnotbeginningtobeanuisance"Ilaughed.My

platehadcleanedout.Idon'tknowwherethatfood

went.Amstillhungry...

•••

[Emi]

Witchcraftiswhenyou'resupposedtobeina

meetingwith3ofthevaluedclientsandthenyour

tyrepunches.Icalledubber.IhopeIdon'tgetfired.

Vee:"You'reverylate"shesaidaswemetonthe

corridor.

Me:"TellmesomethingIdon'tknowVee.Arethey

Here?"

Vee:"2ofthem"

Me:"Khan?"

Vee:"He'sthere"IfeelsounlovedbyGodrightnow.

IfollowedinafterVee.

Me:"Goodmorninggentlemen"



Them:"Morning"Icouldn'tevenlookKhanintheeye.

Khan:"MrEdithisrunninglate.Wemaybegin

withouthim"

Me:"PleaseforgivemeIdidnotfindtimetoprintout

thestatementsbutIwilljustsendthesedirectlyto

yourtabs"

MrKhan:"YouhadawholeweektodothatMiss

Dube"

Me:"AmsorrySiritslippedmymind"

Isentittotheiremails."Wehavenothingmajorto

discussexceptthatMrZikhaliis2monthsbehind

payment.Otherthanthatourworkingrelationship

andfinanceisreallygood."

MrZikhali:"I'llmakethedeposittoday"

Me:"Cherryontop"

MrKhan:"VeepleasesendthedrafttoEdith.Thank

yougentlemenforavailingyourselves.We'llseeyou

againnextmonth"Ughwhy?Theyactlikethey're

God.

Theyshookhandsandwalkedoutwiththeir



BarbiePAs.Ipickedmybag,mytabandwalkedout.

Ineedcoldwater.Iwentstraighttothefridgeand

tookoutabottle.Idowneditinonegoandthrewthe

containeronthetrashcan.

Thedoorswungopen.Istoodupswiftlyandwalked

overtohim.

Me:"Bhuti"

Khule:"Areyouokay?"

Me:"Amgood.Youdon'tlookokay"

Khule:"TherewasshootingattheDube

constructions.'

Me:"What?Wasanyonehurt?"

Khule:"No.Everythingisbulletproofedbutwe'renot.

Yougoingtohavebodyguardsuntilthiswholething

hasblownover"Inodded."Iloveyouokay?"He

kissedmyforehead.

Me:"Where'sKhethelo?"

Khule:"She'sdownstairs.We'regoingtotheDr"

Me:"Okay.Callmeandtellmehowyouwent"



Khule:"Iwill"

Hesaidhisgoodbye.Whyisitalwaysus?

Isatdownonachair.Iswitchedonmylaptop.The

topstorieswereallaboutit.Theopeningofthedoor

startledme.

Khan:"Amsorry.Areyouokay?"

Me:"Yeahamgood.Thanks"

Khan:"Youcantakeadayoff"

Me:"I'dgocrazy.I'llkeepmyselfoccupiedhere"

Khan:"Thatwasmyonlymeetingfortoday.Am

goinghometovisitmyparents.Wecangoifyou

don'tmind"he'stoonice.

Me:"Idon'tthinkthat'sagoodidea.Thanksthough"

Khan:"I'llseeyoutomorrowthen"

Me:"Gowell"

Hereversedoutandclosedthedoor...

°°°

[Khethelo]



Dr:"YourAngelsareperfectlyfineMrandMrsDube.

Thecrampsarecausedbytheexpansionofyour

uterus.Ordidanythingalarmyou?"

Me:"Yes"

Dr:"Paniccanbethecausetoo.Trynotto.Andrelax

2-3hoursaday.Letyourbodyadjusttopregnancy.

Twinsareanemergency,youhavetobecarefulwith

everything"

Khule:"ShewillDr.Thankyou"He'ssoimpatient

todayandIunderstand."Pleaseprintthoseforus"

...

Thebodyguardswerewaitingforusbythedoor.I

hatethisbodyguardlife.Fuckwhoeverwentto

attackthepoorbuilding.Peopleareinsaneoutthere.

Theyescortedustothecar.

Khule:"We'regoingtoChris's."

Me:"CanyoudropmeoffatLelo's?"

Khule:"No.Ican'tallowyoutobeanywhereexcept

withyourfamily"there'snoarguingwiththat.Iknow

howdepressedwegetinsuchsituationssostaying



togetherinoneplaceistragedyonitsown.

Wearrived.Ihatetheseplaceswealllivein.They

aresoquietyou'dswearthey'redesertedplaces.

Iknowthatitistheirfamilypreciouslegacybuttheir

sadnessisdramatic.Nobodydied.Nothinggot

destroyedexceptforthemainentrance.

Me:"Morning"

Them:"Morning"

Chrisgotup.

Chris:"HaveyoucalledQ?"

Khule:"Hisphoneisoff.We'llseeyouguyslater"

Theyfollowedeachotherout.

Me:"Areyousadastheyare?"

Khethiwe:"Yesbutnotbecauseofthat.Becauseam

pregnant"

Me:"What?"Ilaughed.

Kat:"OhmyGodfinally!"

Khethiwe:"ItsnotfunnyKhethelo"



Me:"Itis.Thesemenarebabymachines.Howfar

areyou?"

Khethiwe:"HowthehelldoIknow?I'dcountthe

monthsImissedmyperiodsbutIamonafucking

pill"

Kat:"NocontraceptionformedagainstaDube

spermshallprosper.Haveyoutolddaddy?"

Khethiwe:"Ifoundoutthismorning."

Kat:"Amsohappymarn.Thisneedswine.Oops"

Khethiwe:"Ineedaglassortwo"

Me:"Comeon.Youcan'tseriouslybestressedby

this"

Khethiwe:"WellIam.We'renotreadyforachild.

WherewillIevenbegintochangeit'snappy?

Breastfeedingit?AndIjustgotmydreamjobfor

cryingoutloud"

Kat:"SeptemberorOctoberit'llbeoutofyou,you'll

findanannyandgobacktoyourlife"

Me:"Don'tlistentoher.You'llbeobsessedwithyour

babywhenitishere"



Khethiwe:"He'llloveitmore"

Kat:"Ofcourse.Whatareyouexpecting."

Khethiwe:"Amnotready"

Bonga:"Itsyouisn't?"Weallblanklystaredathim.

"Who'spregnant?.It'syoumamKhethiwe"

Khethiwe:"Youknew?"

Bonga:"Yeah.Ishouldstartchoosingcolorofthe

day.Thatisyourticketintogettingmarried.They'll

agreetoit"

Khethiwe:"Thereweremanywaystogetthemto

agree"

Me:"Thisisthechosenone"

Bonga:"Who'sTamia?"

Ichokedonmyspit.Khethiwehandedmeaglassof

water.

Kat:"Whydoyouask?"

Bonga:"I'vebeenhavingdreamsaboutawhite

womannamedthat.Todayyouwerefightingwith

her"



Me:"Itwasprobablyjustadream"

Bonga:"Itwasn't.AndyouknowwhoTamiais.She's

outtogetyoumommy,shewantstofinishwithyou

andthechildren."Whatdoesthiswomanwantfrom

me?

Me:"WhatshouldIdo?"

Bonga:"Pray"

Really?Iwanttoshoother.

Myphonerang.AmogelangSmith.

Me:"Mosadi"

Amo:"Iamanonymouslyinformingyourhusband

aboutthisTamiabitch.I'vefoundthemagain"

Me:"Idoubthe'llevenpayattentiontothat.There

wasshootingattheircompany"

Amo:"Evenmoreinterestingbecauseshe'stheone

whodid"

Me:"What?Howdoyoufindallthesethings?"

Amo:"Amawelltrainedprivateinvestigator.Keep

safe.Thosewomenwantyoudead.Iwillsendthese



toKhulenow,thisisNolongeryourbattletofight"

Me:"Okay"

Amo:"Staysafeokay?Wedon'tknowwhoshe's

workingwith"

Me:"thankyouIwill"shehungup.

Thislifeisawholemovie.Ifthiswomancangothis

fartodestroymewhatworsecouldshedo?...

•••

[Narrated]

Mthobisipressedtheintercomforseveraltimes

withoutresponse.

Mtho:"Thispersonisdead"

Ndalo:"Idoubt."

Mtho:"Whyisthesecurityhouseemptyifthereare

peoplewholivehere?"

Ndalo:"Checkifyougottherightaddress"

Mtho:"Itisright."

Ndalo:"Whydon'twegotohisworkplace?"



Mtho:"Mikedidnotgivemetheaddress"

Theysawamaninoveralls.

Ndalo:"Greetingsbaba"

Shewentclosertohim.

Man:"Yebosisi"

Ndalo:"MynameisNdalo.Iamsellingslimming

productsforfemales.Isthereanyonestayinghere?"

Themanfrowned.

Man:"No.Theymovedoutweeksago"

Ndalo:"Ohhokthankyou"henoddedandproceeded

withhisjourney."Letsgo"

Mtho:"Amwalkingaroundwithadarkcloudovermy

head.Amonlyleftwith4days.Amnotevensureif

thisguywillgivemethismoney"

Ndalo:"Hewill.Bepositive"

Theygotinthecaranddroveoff...

•••

[Chris]



Itwasn'tasbadasCharliesaidittobe.Notevena

singlebulletmadeitthrough.

Theguywho'sinchargeofthebuilding'sdata

arrived.

Khule:"Ihopeyouhavebetternews"

Scott:"Whoeverdiditissmart.Thecablesarecut.

Thecamerasweren'tworkinglastnight"

Khule:"Yourteamisuseless.Youbetterbethankful

nothinggotdestroyedandnobodydiedorelseyou

would'vegottentoknowwhoamI"heclickedhis

tongueandwalkedoff.Ifollowedhim.

Hestoppedandlookedathisphone.

Me:"Iseverythingokay?"

Khule:"Getinthecar"

Igotonthedriver'sseat.

Khule:"Womenarecrazy"

Me:"What'sgoingon?"

Khule:"Drive.I'llexplaineverythingwhenwegetto

ourdestination.IsCocostillthere?"



Me:"Yes"

Khule:"Good"

Me:"Whatisgoingon?"

Khule:"Everything"

Amdonetalking.Ican'tkeepdigginghim...

••••

[Narrated[

Amo:"IcameasquickasIcould.Whatisgoingon"

Leloofferedheraseat.

Lelo:"He'shere.Inthebedroomlyingdown.He

wantedtotakehislife"shewipedhertears.

Amo:"Calvin?"Lelonodded."Amsorrybabe.Forgive

him"

Lelo:"Itsnotthat.Hewenttoseehisrealmother.

Thenewsare..."shefannedherface."He'saDube"

Amo:"Nowwhydoeshewantstokillhimself?"

Lelo:"HeorderedtheshootingthattookQuinton's

wife"Amo'seyeswidened.



Amo:"Itwasn'thim"

Lelo:"Itwas"

Amo:"Waitwait.TheTamiawomaniswhoordered

theshooting"

Lelo:"Thatdoesn'tmakesense"

Amo:"Itdoes.Ineedtotalktohim.Thiswasavery

rarecoincidence.Bothpartiesmighthavebeenthere

butTamia'sstartedtheshooting.Andhowdidyou

knowhewasbehindit?"

Lelo:"Isawhistexts"Amonodded.

Amo:"SoyouandtheDubesarefamily?"

Lelo:"IftheyarealsoMphangiseniDube'schildren

fromEstcourttoothenyesweare"

Amo:"Thisisfuckedup."

Lelo:"Letmegocheckuponhim"

Shedisappearedtothecorridor.Amocalled

someoneonherphone.

Suffo:"Mommy.Amhere,doIalwayshavetotell

youguyswhenyou'reoutofgroceries?"



Amo:"LisaandKamowenttodoshopping.Look,I

needyoutodoublecheckifthatTamiabitchis

behindtheshootingthatoccuredatEstcourt"

Suffo:"Youknowsheis"

Amo:"JustdoitSuffo.Somethingisfishyhere"

Suffo:"OkI'llgetbacktoyoulateron"

Amo:"Don'teatZac'schickenmayoplease"

Suffo:"YoumeanthisoneIjustfinished?"

Amo:"Suffo!"

Hehungup

•••

[Khethelo]

Thisman'sphonewasn'tgoingthrough.Thesunhad

alreadyset.Iwasgettingunsettledtobehere.

Me:"Amgoinghome"

Bonga:"Amcomingwithyou"

Emi:"Isitsafeforyoutogo?"

Bonga:"WithalltheArmyoutside,itsmorethan



safe"

Katlego:"Callwhenyougethome"

Me:"WeWill"

...

Me:"CantwoofyouguysridewithBonga?Iwant

himtopassbythemallandgetmewingsanda

burger"

Theyagreed.Wegotindifferentcarsanddroveoff.I

rodewithonlyLiam.Helikesthesesoftballads.

Therewasfaultwiththegate.Itcouldn'topen.

Thesesmartthings.

Liam:"Itsdenyingaccess"

Me:"LetmecalltheSecurityco-"

Iheardalouddeafeningbang.

Liam:"Getdown!"

ForamomentIcouldn'tgetwhatisgoingonuntilI

sawamanholdingagunthatisfiringdirectlyatus.

Thecarwentdown.Ifthiscarwasn'tbulletproofed.

Idon'tknow.



Igotdown.Thegateopened.Thealarmsofnearby

houseshadgoneoff.

Me:"Liam...Liamdrivein"whatamIsaying?

Theshootingstopped.AwhilelaterIheard

scratchingtyres."Liam!"Ipokedhisarm.He

coughed.

Liam:"They...theygotme.Runinside"what?

Irealizedhiswindowisdown.Ifelttearscrowdmy

eyes.Ifeltmywholebodytrembling.Where'sthe

fuckingpolicewhenyouneedthem.

Imanagedtocalltheemergencynumber.

Me:"Weneedanambulance."Isaidwiththelast

voiceinme."StaywithmeLiam"

Igotoutofthecar.Peopleareuselesscreaturesin

thisworld.

Iraninsidethegate.Ipressedthepanicbutton.The

gateclosed.Irantothemaindoor.Ifeltsomething

hitmeonthebackIfellandhitonmystomach.

Whoeverthatwasturnedmeover.Thewalllights

wenton.Thisfuckingbitch.Shesmiled.



Tamia:"HelloMrsDube"

Ifeltasharppainonmylowerabdomen.Godplease

no.

Iwrappedbothmyhandsonmybelly.Shekicked

meIfeltmybabiesmove.Itriedtogetupbutshe

kickedmeagain.Thepaingotsevere.

Tamia:"IwantyoutofeelthepainIfeltwhenIalso

lostmychildinthehandsofamanthatyouclaimhe

lovesyoutodeath.Wellamsorryhoneybutthis

house,thosecarsandthatdickwillbelongtome

now"

"Ornot"Agunwentoff.Ifeltsomethingwarmsmear

onmythighs.

Ifeltcoldhandsslightlyslappingmyface.

"Khethelo?Khetheloareyouokay?Zac!Helpme

carryher.Khethelo!"Whoeversheisshewasnow

crying.

Mychildren.

ThelastthingIheardissirens....
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•••

[Mthobisi]

Oneofherrules:Donotentermygaterunning.I

havenoideawhybutIobeyitanyway.Islowed

downasIapproachedthegate.Icrouchedcatching

mybreath.Iwalkedontothecensorawhilelater.I

putmyfinger.Itgrantedmeaccessandthesmall

gateopenedIwentin.

Ididafewstretchesasitclosedbehindme.

Lucia:"Youordernewspapersnow?"No

goodmorningson,no'He'syourbreakfast'Idon't

evensmelltoast.Where'sSisMabusianyway(Our

chef).Isatdown. 



Me:"Yes.Tofindvacancies"shechuckled. 

Lucia:"Mabusiissicktoday.Iorderedbreakfast.It

shouldarriveanytimesoon"shewalkedoffheading

tothelounge. 

Me:"Aren'tyougoingtoworktoday?" 

Lucia:"No.I'llbeworkingfromhome.Yourclasses

beginat11am"Ihateitwhenshedoesthat.Iamnot

evenallowedtogotores.Ihatetravelling.Iamleft

withonlyonehourtogetreadybecauseI'llspend

theotheroneontheroadtocampus.

Itookthenewspaper.Don'ttheycomewithcover

pages?Weird...

•••

[Emi]

'TheDubesneedtocheckbackwiththeancestors.

Somuchbadluckisnotnormal'

'Slaymomreportedlyattackedbyanunknown

character'

'AnothertragedytotheDubeclan'



Andsoforth.Everyfreakinnewspaperandblogs.I

wouldn'tbesurprisedifIsawabillboardwiththe

Dubesandtheir'Badluck'.

Ihonestlythinktheparamedicsandpolicesellthese

storiestojournalists.

Thedooropened.Theirfacesarereallyhardto

adjustto.I'vehad2miniattacksalreadywhenthey

peeptheirheadsinanditsnoteven9am.Whoever

gavethemthisorder.BobandClarencearetheir

names.

Bob:"MrKhanisheretoseeyou"aretheycrazy? 

Me:"Pleaselethiminandnever-" 

Khan:"Theyaredoingtheirjob.Ihadtomakesure

you'resafe" 

Me:"Youtoldthemtorecheckeveryonecomingin?" 

Henodded."Thankyou" 

Khan:"Areyousureyoudon'twannagohome?" 

Me:"100%" 

Khan:"ButIdoubtyou'recopinghereMissDube" 



Me:"Iamtryingmybest.I'dratherbeherethan

anywhereelseclosetomyfamily"Itiltmyheadback

tryingtofightbackthetears.

Ican'tbehome.Idon'twannabetherewhenthey

receivethebadnews.Idon'twannaknowhowisit

going.IcannottakeanymoreoflosingpeoplethatI

love.

Khan:"Thenwegonnagosomewherequietand

peaceful"heclosedmylaptop. 

Me:"Ireallydon'tfeellikehavingcompany"he

continuedpackingmythings.

Hestretchedouthishandafterhefinishedpacking. 

Me:"MrKhan" 

Khan:"Itcomesfromthegoodnessofmyheart.I

willleaveyoutheretobealone.I'dratherhaveyou

therethanhere."

Itookadeepsighandgotup.Hetookmyhand,let

nobodyseethisGodorelseI'llbeyetanothertopic

tomorrow...

•••



[Katlego]

Westillcan'tquestionGod.Nomatterhowhardit

gets.Wedonot.IkindofwanttobutIcan't.

Khethiwebroughtthefirstloadofbreakfastthen

camebackwithjuiceandtea.ItwasHer,I,Tylerand

Quinton,hearrivedthismorning.Nobodyhadany

ideaofKhuleandChris'swhereabouts.Icouldn't

carelesshonestly.MyheartwaswithKhethelo

whomwecouldn'ttosee.Onlyonepersoncouldand

Bongainsistedtobethatperson.Welethim

becausetherewasnohopeinanyofthoseDrseyes.

He'sthesecondhealingprocesswehave.

Me:"Thankyou"shepositionedherselfnexttome. 

Khethiwe:"Let'ssaygrace"

Weclosedoureyes.Sheprayed,ittooklongerthan

usual.

WesaidAmenandstartedeating.Myphonerang.

MyheartskippedabeatwhenIrealizedthe

numbers. 

Me:"Hello" 



Caller:"Goodmorningma'am.MayIpleasespeakto

KatlegoMokgotho?" 

Me:"Speaking." 

Caller:"MrsKhetheloDubewouldlikeyoutobring

herpyjamas,slippersandarobe...andfood,mostly

liquids"thankyouJesus.Thesepeopleherewithme

hadreaditallwrong.Iwasn'tcryingbecauseofhurt

butofhappiness. 

Me:"issheallowedtohavevisitorsnow?"

Caller:"Yesma'am"OhthankyouGod. 

Me:"OkIwillcome.Thankyou" 

Caller:"Keepwell"

Ihungup.Iputtheplatedown. 

Me:"She'sfine"theirfaceslitup. 

Quinton:"Andthekids?"Ohno. 

...

11amonthedotwearrivedatthehospital.Wegot

ledtoherward.Theurgetoaskaboutthebabiesgot

betterofme. 



Me:"Areherkidsokay?" 

Nurse:"Idon'tknowma'ambutIhopetheyare"

Mypoorbaby.Shehaddripsandanoxygenmask.

Wethankedthenurseandclosedthedoor.Myeyes

rantoherstomach.Icouldn'tseeclearly.

Khethiwe:"Weshouldn'tdisturbher" 

Me:"Yeahyou'reright"

Wepackedherthings.Icarefullypeeledoffthe

sheet.

Khethiwe:"Whatareyoudoing?" 

Me:"Checkingforthebabies"itwasstillthere.

Itouchedit.Stillhard.Isighedinrelief."Areyouguys

good?"Isaidbrushingit.

"Theyarefine"Istartled. 

Me:"Bonga" 

Bonga:"Mother." 

Khethiwe:"Whatarethose?" 

Bonga:"Herconcoctions.Ididnotsleeplastnight



busymakingthese" 

Me:"Here?"Henodded. 

Khethiwe:"Theysmellawful" 

Bonga:"ToobadcauseIwasorderedtomakeyou

sometoo" 

Khethiwe:"OhGod" 

Me:"DidKhulecome?" 

Bonga:"No.He'scurrentlynotneededuntillater." 

Me:"Whatactuallyhappenedyesterday?"

IcoveredKhethelo'sbellyandtookaseat. 

Bonga:"Idon'tknow.WhenIgotthereallIsawis

policewhoweretalkingabouttheperpetratorthat

hadranaway" 

Me:"Soshe'sstilloutthere?" 

Bonga:"Yep" 

Me:"How'sLiam?" 

Bonga:"He'sgood.Stillpassedoutbutthey

managedtoremovethebullets" 



Me:"Poorthing.Weshouldgoseehimafterhere" 

Bonga:"That'llgivemetimetoperformthisritual" 

Me:"Oh.Let'sgonowthen" 

Itookmybagfromtheminicupboardandwe

walkedout...

•••

[Narrated]

Yezwe:"Goodmorning" 

Everyone:"Morning" 

Sisipho:"Areyoudrivingmetoschool?"

Yezwe:"Thistime?"

Sisipho:"Yesitsmarketingandsportsday" 

Yezwe:"Inthatcase,no.Takeataxi" 

Lelo:"Itstoolatetotakeataxi.Drivethechildrento

school" 

Yezwe:"MomIhavethingstodo" 

Lelo:"You'vehadthingstodosincebeforedate.

Justtakethis,you'llbuybreakfastontheway.Lunch



Imean" 

Sisipho:"He'sgonnafinishallyourmoney" 

Lelo:"Iwilldecreasethelimit"

Shepackedlunchboxonthetwin'slunchbag.She

kissedthem.

Lelo:"Goandwaitforyourbrotherdownstairs" 

Sisipho:"Thatdownstairsisverycrowdedmama" 

Lelo:"Justgo.Yougonnabelate"

Theyalltooktheirbackpacksandwalkedout. 

Yezwe:"IfIdidn'tknowbetter.I'dsayyou'regetting

ridofus" 

Lelo:"Thekidsaregonnabelate" 

Yezwe:"Iknowhe'shere.Thesmellofnicotineistoo

strongtomiss" 

Lelo:"Areyouevergonnatakethekidstoschool?"

Yezwe:"Andtheespressotoo"

Heunhookedthecarkeysandwalkedout.Lelotook

thetraytothebedroom.



Hefoundhimrockingthebabyontherockingchair.

Sheadjustedthetraybeforehim.

Lelo:"Youneedtoeat" 

Kush:"Ireallydon'tfeellikeeating"shepeeledoff

theclothcoveringthefood.

Kush:"Ican'tresistthis"shechuckledandtookthe

baby.Shekisseditonthelips. 

Lelo:"He'sstartingtolookdark" 

Kush:"Liketherestofhisclan"hehandedherthe

tablet.Sheputitaway.

Lelo:"Doyourclothesstillfit?" 

Kush:"Idon'tknow" 

Lelo:"YoushouldtellCapstobringyouyourclothes"

Kushfrowned."Ican'tletyoustayalonewhileyou're

likethis.Westillneedawayforward." 

Kush:"IthinkitsbestwekeepitlikethisuntilIcan

fightoffthisguilt.Idon'tknowhowI'dbeableto

lookthemintheeyeandcallthemmybrotherswhile

IknowverywellwhatIdid"



Lelo:"Daybyday" 

Kush:"Thenerveofthatwoman.Sheactuallyasked

toseemykids.Andhowshesaidshehadnochoice

butgivemeupforadoption"

Lelo:"Sometimesoneisforcedtomakesuch

decisions"

Kush:"NotinmywildestdreamIwouldgivemychild

upforadoption" 

Lelo:"You'renother"Herphonerang."ItsAmo.Hey

lady"

Amo:"Itwasn'thim." 

Lelo:"ThankyouGod" 

Amo:"Khetheloisinhospital"

Lelo:"What?Whathappened?Issheokay?"

Amo:"ThatwhoreTamiaattackedher.Herdrivergot

shot.IthankGodIarrivedontime."

Lelo:"IsKhethelofine?"

Amo:"Yestheyare.Katcalledtoinformmeearlier

on."



Lelo:"Whathospitalisshein?"

Amo:"I'lltakeyouonmywaythere"

Lelo:"Okthankyou"

Shehungup. 

Kush:"Iseverythingokay?"

Lelo:"Khetheloisinhospital" 

Kush:"Whathappened?"

Lelo:"Herhusband'sexattackedher.Thatwomanis

sick...Uhm,youshouldrecheckwithyourguyson

whatreallyhappenedthatday.Thisfreakexisalsoa

suspect" 

Kush:"Whatdoyoumean?"

Lelo:"Imeanyoucouldbeinnocentinallthis.Amo

foundthatshe'stheoneresponsibleforthe

shooting"

Kush:"Ineedaamoke"

Hetookhispackandwalkedtothebalcony...

•••



[Atthewhitehouse'streehouse]

Hetookoffhiswatchandringandplaceditsafely

ontheboxontheside. 

Khule:"Goodmorning.Whatwouldyoulike,coffee

ortea?"Hepouredcoffeeonhiscupandtookasip.

"Outofallpeopleyoucould'veshitonyoujust

decidedforittobetheDubes.Iwould'veunderstood

ifyouwentforChrisandIpersonally.Butmywife

andkids?"Hetookasipofhiscoffeeandshookhis

head."IlikehowyouplannedthiswholethingTamia,

IknowPhumlaistoostupidforanythingthat

creative"

Thedooropened.Charliewalkedin. 

Charlie:"IhopeIgottherightones"hetookouta

russianbear. 

Khule:"Pleaseremovethetapes"

HewalkedovertoTamiaandPhumla.Theygroaned

inpainasherippedoffthetapes. 

Phumla:"Itwasherplan.Shecalledme,Ididn'twant

tobepartofit"



Tamia:"Fuckoff.Ineedtogotothehospital

Khulekaniplease" 

Khule:"Ohamsorry.Youwillgosoonaswefinish"

hesaidsarcastically.

HepouredthevodkaonTamia'sgunwoundshe

screamed. 

Charlie:"Thesewomenneedperiperiontheeyes"

Khule:"Fetchit.TamiaIdon'twanttolayahandon

you.IwanttoshootyourbrainsoutrightnowbutI

can't.Wegonnaplayalittlequizokay.Eachquestion

truthfullyansweredwillbringyouclosertoyour

freedom"

Hetookachairandsatdown.Charliegotin,hewent

straighttothem.HerubbeditfirstonPhumla'seyes.

Shecriedbegginghimtostop. 

Charlie:"You'rebothluckyhewantedtotakecareof

youhimself,youwouldhavethischilliinyourloose

vaginas"

HemovedontoTamia."Sinceyou'rethemaster

mind.Youwillgetmore"



Herubbediton.Theyscreamed,muchtoKhule's

irritation.

Khule:"Ifyoudon'tshutitrightnowIwillhavehim

rubbingitintoyourvaginas."

Charlietookouthisknifeandcutthemonthethighs.

Khulekeptpouringthevodkaintothosecuts.Their

screamingwasdefeaning.

Chrisgotin. 

Khule:"Didyouordertheshooting?"Tamiakepton

crying."WomanIdon'thaveallday!"

Chriswalkedtoherandstabbedheronthegun

wound.Khulesmiled.

Tamia:"Please!Amsorry!"Shecriedout. 

Coco:"Didyouornot!" 

Tamia:"Idid." 

Khule:"Youkilledthemotherofourchildren?"He

askedpouringmorevodkaintothecutsCharlie

keepsmakingwithhissharpknife.

Phumla:"Iwasn'tpartofthatIswear"Cocoslapped



her. 

Coco:"Youshutthefuckup"

Tamia:"Shewasatthewrongcar.Itwasn'tmeant

forherbut..." 

Khule:"Butwho?" 

Coco:"Where'sthatpetrol?"

Tamia:"ForKhethelo!...itwasmeantforKhethelo"

shegroaned.

Cocoslappedthestupidityoutofher. 

Coco:"Whenyougettohell.Iwantyoutopassthe

messagetothelivingwhowishtomesswithmy

family.TellthemIhavenomercy"

HetookoutagunandfiredatPhumla.Tamiacried

hysterically.

Tamia:"Pleasedon'tkillme.Iwillhandmyselfover

tothepolice.Pleaseplease"shebeggedcrying.

Cocolookedatherdisgusted. 

Coco:"Okweforgiveyou"

Hepulledthetrigger.Thebulletwentstraighttoher



head. 

Coco:"Ican'tbelieveyouenjoyedseeingthemspeak.

Icouldshootyoutoorightnow.Charliewhatdoyou

dowithbodies?

Charlie:"IloveworkingwithyouChris.Iburnthem" 

Khule:"OurnexttargetisthatKush"

Coco:"Someothertime.Wehaveawifeinhospital

toworryabout." 

Charlie:"I'llgettheguystohelpmewiththis.I'll

cleanup"

Khulewashedhishandsandtookhisjewellery.They

bothwalkedout.

Khule:"Imustbehonest.Inolongerhavethegutsto

kill" 

Chris:"Ifigured." 

Khule:"Areyoumad?" 

Chris:"Canyoupleaseshutup?" 

Khule:"Yes" 



Chris:"Thankyou" 

Khule:"Pleasure"

Theygotinthecaranddroveoff...

•••

[Khethelo]

Myalarmwentoff.15:30,timetodrinkthisthing.I

triedgettingup.Mybodywassore.Ipressedthe

buttonadjustingthebed.

Ipoureditinacup.Ewww!

Igulpeditdownclosingmynose.Ireachedformy

russianafter.Godblesswhoevermakesthese.

Thedoorwidelyopened.Ifeltabitoflaborpains

whenoureyesmet.

Khule:"You'reeatingRussians.Itslit"Ishookmy

headno."Whydon'tyoulistenKhethelo?" 

Me:"Idolisten" 

Khule:"DoyouwanttoknowwhatIdotopeople

whodonotlisten?"



Me:"Amsorry"wherearethesetearswhenyouneed

them?Hepeepedhisheadoutandsaidwhateverto

whoever.Ifeltawiggle.IbettheyhaveaniPod

insidethere.Theykickevenwhenunnecessary.Like

now,we'refacingtheirangrydadbuttheyare

dancing.Manyblackscarymencamein.Ilostcount

at15. 

Khule:"Theseareyournewguards."Morethan15?

Hemustbecrazy."Guys.Thisismydeafwife.Each

oneofyouwilltailherwherevershegoes,bathroom,

kitchen,lounge,garden,pool,balcony.Anywhere.

Beforeyoudriveheranywhereyouconfirmwithme

first"theyallnodded.Whatkindofmenarethese?

Takingordersfromanotherman."Fornowyou

gonnabeoutsidethiswarduntilshe'sdischarged"

Theynoddedandwalkedout. 

Me:"Amnotalunatic.Idon'twantthesemeninmy

house" 

Khule:"Thenyougonnastayhereuntilyougive

birth" 

Me:"What?" 



Khule:"Amtiredofyou"

Me:'Itsnotmyfaultyourgirlfriendtriedtokillme" 

Khule:"Itis.Whatwereyoudoingthereinthefirst

place?...don'tevenanswerthat."Iwipedoffmytears.

"Yescry.Shallyoueverriskyourlives.Iwillhave

ChrisremovingmykidsandIwillkillyoumyself.Do

youhearme?"

Hewasnowonmyface.LookingasscaryasI've

neverwitnessedbefore.Inodded,scaredasshit.He

wasn'tinlovewithmeatthisverypresentmoment.

Khule:"Yougonnahaveguards?" 

Me:"Yes" 

Khule:"WhatwillTheydo?"Noteventhetears

softenedhisheart. 

Me:"Followmeeverywhere" 

Khule:"Shallyougoanywherealone.WhatwillIdo

toyou?" 

Me:"Killme" 

Khule:"Goodgirl."Hekissedmylips."Iloveyou"well



itdoesn'tseemlikeit.

Hepeeledoffthepyjamateeandkissedmybelly.

Theykicked.Fuckthem. 

Khule:"Thismotherofyoursneedsahiding"

Chriscamein.Hehadfood.Icoulddowithsome

mouthwateringfoodrightnow.

Icoveredmybelly. 

Chris:"Khethelo"he'smadtoo. 

Me:"Amsorry" 

Chris:"Don'teverdothatagain"

Me:"Idon'tstandachance.Ihave25guards" 

Chris:"Theyare30actually"

What?Ireallywannacrynow.Theytooktheirfood

andsatonthecouch.Itookminetoo.

Theydon'tlookliketheyaregoinganywhere.They

broughtcastlelite.

Me:"Isshedead?"Amotoldmesheshotheronthe

thighbutIdon'tbelieveher. 



Chris:"Shegotaway.Thepolicearelookingforher" 

Me:"Iwishthey-" 

Khule:"Eat"hesaiddismissively.

30guards?WhatamI?Aceremonycowthat

shouldn'tgetaway?
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ChapterFifteen

•••

[Emi]

Onethingbeautifulaboutsleepingisthepeacethat

yourbodydwellsinto.Youcan'thearorfeelanything.

Itsglorious.

AndatthismomentIcursewhoeverisatmydoor

knocking.

Iopenedmyeyes.Myheartbeatoutofmyribcage

beforeIrememberedKhandumpedmeherewith3

chefsand5maids.



Theknockingstopped.Ijumpedoutofbedandwent

tothebathroom.Mouthwashisverytorturous.I

spatitout.Gaa!

"MissDube?"Hecameinwithoutmypermit?

Me:"Amcoming" 

Iwashedmyfaceandgotout.Ifoundhimsittingon

thecouchonthefarendwhileoneofhismany

maidsfixedthebed. 

Me:'Morningsisi"

Her:"Morningmadam"

Me:"Emi.MynameisEmi"

Her:"Yesmadam"Isighed.Shetookthelaundry

basketandwalkedout. 

Me:"Isthisahotel?" 

Khan:"MorningtoyoutooMissDube.Noitsnot.

Howareyoudoing?Doyoulikeithere?"That'salot

ofquestions.Isatonedgeofthebed. 

Me:"IamveryfineandIloveithere.Itisagood

placetobe." 



Khan:"Amglad.Haveyoucalledhome?" 

Me:"Amscared" 

Khan:"Havetheycalled?"Ishookmyhead."Take

thatasagoodsign.Iwillgosendafewemailsto

friendsthenwecangodownstairstoeatbreakfast.

That'sif-" 

Me:"Iwouldloveto"hesmiledandwalkedout.He's

controlling,healwayssayswhathewantsyoutodo

andadd"Ifthat'sokaywithyou".Crook.He'salsoa

completelydifferentpersonfromthemanheisat

work.I'venowseenhimsmileinmanyoccasions

now.

ItookmyphonefromtheAvanity.Ifoundmessages

fromtheworriedsickKatlegoandlovestruckAmo.

Itsonlybeenaweekthere.SheneedsJesus.

IcalledKatlegofirst. 

Kat:"Whereareyou?"Itwould'vebeenniceifshelet

itring.

Me:"Hey.Amin.."where'sthisplace?"Amata

friend'splace.Iseverythingokay?"



Kat:"Yeseverythingiswell.Youhadusallworried

yesterday.Informusifyouwon'tsleepathome.

Especiallywitheverythingthatisgoingon"

Me:"Amsorry.Iwasn'tthinkingstraightyesterday.

Howarethey?" 

Kat:"ByGod'sgreatestgraceLiammadeit.The

twinsandtheirmothertoo.Theyshouldget

dischargedtoday,shalltherebenocomplications"

whew!ThankyouGod. 

Me:"Thatisgoodtohear.I'llseeyoualllater" 

Kat:"Okbaby.Bye" 

Me:"Bye"

Thedooropened.He'susedintoflyingintorooms

withoutknocking. 

Me:"Isitbecauseyoustayalone?"Hefrowned

confused."Isthatwhyyoudon'tknock?" 

Khan:"Amsorry"he'sthemostcalmindividualI've

evercameacrosswith. 

Me:"ShouldIevenbehere?"Amreallyconcerned. 



Khan:"Yes" 

Me:"Isthiswhatyoudoforallyouremployees?

Bringthemheretocleartheirheads?"

Khan:"Areyoujoiningmeforbreakfast?"We'renot

discussingthisIguess.

Me:"LetmedressupI'llbewithyoushortly"He

closedthedooronhiswayout.

Istillhave2hourstogetreadyforwork...

•••

[Khule]

Hehasthisweirdhabitofenjoyingfallingasleepon

thecouch.Iturneddownthevolumeandcarriedon

tothekitchen.Just2daysawaybutyoucantell.

Everythingisstillhere,mostsealed.Whichnever

happensinMrsDube'spresence.

SinceshecamearoundI'vebeenverylazytocook.

Evenmakingmyselfcoffeeisadrag.

Itookoutallthenecessarybreakfastingredients

andstartedpreparingit.



Icarriedtheplatestothelounge.Ishookhim.

Me:"Youreyesareweirdlybig"hescoffedandsat

upstraight. 

Quinton:"Thatsmellsnice.IsKhethelohome?" 

Me:"Doubtingmeisn'tsexybro" 

Quinton:"Wowitlooksdelicious.Ijustneedcoffee

first.Didwedrinkthewholebarlastnight?Myhead

isfallingoff" 

Me:"Youalonedrankthewholebar.Wehavetovisit

theDrandseeifyouneedalungtransplantorwhat"

hechuckled. 

Quinton:"Iwashavingfun.Haven'tgoneoutina

while.Thiscoffeedoesn'thaveenoughsugar" 

Me:"It'sperfectfortreatinghangover"

Lastnightwedecidedtobeyoungandwild.Chris

andTylersaidtheywillpass.

InsteadofenjoyingmyselfIendeduplookingafter

him.Butnomatterhowdrunkhecouldbehenever

locks. 



Quinton:"WereyouseriousaboutTamiaand

Phumla?" 

Me:"Yes."Thethoughtofitgetsmeuneasy."Now

amleftwiththisKushfool.Ineedtoteachhima

lesson"

Quinton:"Justinvitehisfamilyoverandsendhima

picture.He'llgonutsalonewhereverhewouldbe.I

wouldlovetoseeCocoinaction"whyisamused?

Me:"Wellit'straumaticIwantedtofeedthemtothe

lions"helaughed. 

Quinton:"Aykillingfrightensmetoonow.Charlie

toldmeNalaispregnant" 

Me:"Yes.Morelions.Ican'tbelievetheyarebusy

havingsexthere.Ishould'veseparatedthem" 

Quinton:"WouldyoubehappyifGodseperatedyou

fromKhethelo?" 

Me:"Itsnotthesame"

Helaughedandlaidbackonthecouch."Soam

supposedtotaketheseplatesbacktothekitchen?"

Quinton:"Youbroughtthemhere,didn'tyou?" 



Me:"You'reanungratefulbastard"hechuckledand

browsedthroughchannels.

MyphonerangasIwalkedaway. 

Quinton:"Youlookridiculousinpjs" 

Me:"Tsek.Heybaby" 

Khethelo:"Youcouldjustsendmedivorcepapers

youknow." 

Me:"IwasmeaningtocallyouSthandwasam.How

areyoumypeople?" 

Khethelo:"ThesemenaretoodarkKhulekani.Please

tellnottoshowtheirfacesevery2minutes.Its

annoyingreally" 

Me:"Imagineifyoulistenedtoyourhusband.You

wouldn'thavethosedarkmenaroundyou.You

madethatbedmyQueen" 

Khethelo:"Areyougonnacomeseeme?" 

Me:"Yes.Laterthough.Ihavetogoandaddressthis

shootingmatteratDubeconstructions." 

Khethelo:"Oh.Imissyou" 



Me:"Imissyoumore.DidItellyouQishere?" 

Khethelo:"Really?Ishetherewithyou?" 

Me:"Yes.Wewentclubbinglastnight" 

Khethelo:"Didyoufindonenightstands?" 

Me:"No.Itwasaboysweek.Therewerenowomen

insight" 

Khethelo:"Ahbummer.CananyofyoutellBongaI

can'tkeepthesethingsinmystomach?Hisphoneis

off" 

Me:"Iwill.Letmegobathmylove.I'llseeyoulater" 

Khethelo:"Byepartyanimal"

Shehungup.Ijoggedupthestairs...

•••

[Bonga]

Attendant:"GoodmorningmayItakeyourorder?"

Me:"Morning.MayIpleasehaveMccafeandaBih

Macspicychickenwithlargefries"

Attendant:"Ok"



Idroveontothesecondwindow.Ipaidandtookmy

order.Ihornedatthecarinfrontofme.Alight

chubbyarmwithyellowlongnailspoppedoutwitha

middlefingerup.Icouldcrushthisstupidcarright

now.

Shedroveaway.

Womenandtheirangerissues.Soearlyinthe

morning.

Idrovetotheparkinglottoeat.Iparkedand

switchedmyphoneon.Anymissedcalland

messagefromMamKhetheloisenoughtosendone

toICU.Icalledher. 

Mama:"Really?Ispentwholeoflastnighttryingto

getholdofyou" 

Me:"Ihadnoideaitwasoff.Ibookedintoahotel

herenexttothehospital.Ijustwokeupand

grabbingbreakfast." 

Mama:"Okdon'tdisappearlikethat.Igetparanoid

whenIdon'tgetholdofanyone" 

Me:"Sorrymother" 



Mama:"Ohh.Yourconcoctionsarecomingupevery

timeIdrink"

Me:"Decreasethedosage" 

Mama:"Ok.Bringmeamilkshakewhenyoucome" 

Me:"Ok.Letmeeat.Mycoffeeisgettingcold" 

Mama:"Byo"

Ihungup.

Ithoughtthesewindowsweretinted.Howisthat

personoutsideabletoseethere'ssomeonehere.

Ipressedthewindowbuttondown. 

Her:"Yourhornisn'tsexy.Don'tgoaroundhooting

onpeoplewhohadjustspillcoffeeontheirselves" 

Me:"Apologiesma'am"shetookadeepbreath. 

Her:"Iactuallycametotellyou,yourtyreisflat" 

Me:"Oh.Thankyou." 

Her:"Pleasure"shewalkedaway.

IatefirstthenattendedtotheFlattyre.Myphone

rangasIstaredatthestupidtyre.



Ireachedforitinside. 

Me:"Mother" 

MamKat:"Whereareyou?"AmI5?

Me:"Kemptonpark.Needsomething?" 

MamKat:'Yes.We'vedecidedtodoapregnancy

announcementpartyfordaddyT" 

Me:"O-kay"

MamKat:"Nowweneedtodistracthim.Canyou

pleasecallhimtocomewhereyouare" 

Me:"That'sgreat.Igotaflattyre,nopumper,no

sparewheel" 

MamKat:"You'reinsanelycarelessSbongakonke" 

Me:"You'rethelastonetodrivethiscarmama"

MamKat:"Whatever.Callhim"Ichuckled. 

Me:'Amonit"

Shehungup.IcalledDaddyT.Heansweredonthe

secondround. 

Tyler:"What?" 



Me:"Thistimeoftheday?Wakeup" 

Tyler:"Whatdoyouwant?" 

Me:"AminKemptonPark.Atragedyhappened,my

tyrepunched.Ihavenosparewheelnorpumper" 

Tyler:"Isn'tthereagaragewhereyouare?" 

Me:"Nope.AminMcD." 

Tyler:"Man.Whydon'tyoucallSamorGladetosend

youhelp.Don'tyouhaveinsurance?" 

Me:"Amdrivingthejeep.Pleaseman.I'llbuyyou

breakfast." 

Tyler:"Sendmethelocation" 

Me:"Thankyoudaddy"hechuckled. 

Tyler:"aisuka"

Ihungup. 

"You'reliketherestofyourgender"Iturned.Miss

yellownailsagain. 

"Doyouneedhelptopumpitup?" 

Me:"Thankyou.NoIwillmanage" 



Her:"Handleitwithcare.It'sdecaying" 

Me:"Itlooksgoodthough"

Itookitandpluggeditonandstartedthepumping.

IregretsayingIdon'tneedhelp.I'veneverdonethis

before.I'veseenobabadoitanditlookedeasybut

thisisnowhereclosetothat. 

Her:"BongaDuberight?" 

Ineedtotakeabreak. 

Me:"Yeah"Isaidinbetweenthepanting.Ineedice

coldwater.

Her:"Whydoyouallgrowbeard.Youlookweird."I

chuckled. 

Me:"Ithoughtyouladieslikethemwithbeard"she

giggled.

Her:"Ohplease.Doyoustillplaysoccer?" 

Me:"Wheredoyouknowmefromkanti?"

Her:"Highschoolandvarsity" 

Me:"YouwenttoUCT?" 



Her:"Yeah"shewenttohercar.Idon'trecogniseher.

NotthatIeverdowithanyoneIwenttohighschool

with.Icontinuedpumping.Almostthere.

Shecamebackwithalitcigarette.

Her:"Wowthatwasquick." 

Me:"Thankyou."Shetookherpumperandputiton

hercarandkilledthecigarettethengotin.

Me:"Ididn'tgetyourname" 

Her:"Happy.HappinessMngomezulu"

Shewindupherwindowanddroveoff.

Me:"ThankyouGogoforagraduationdate"

IdidalittleMJturn...

•••

[Mthobisi]

Okaythisisveryodd.MaybeIshouldreadthem

online.

TodayismylastdayonearthifIdon'tmakemeans

tofindthis50K.



Hesentmeatexttodayasareminder.Ialmostshit

myself.Iopenedmom'sstashlookingforsomething

strong.Isawafoldednewspaperpage.Itookitand

spreaditontopofthecounter.Fuckno!

Myheartbeatfaster.That'swhythatnewspaperhad

nocoverpage.Sheremovedit.Hehasapregnant

wife.OhmyGod.Helooksyoungerthanmom

though.Hiswifeisa90s.Iquicklyfoldeditandputit

inmypocket.Shegotinwithabasketfulloffreshly

reapedveggies.

Me:"CanIgofetchmylaptopfromres?" 

Lucia:"Writedownallyouneed.Mikewillfetchitfor

you"

Me:"Therearepersonalthings"

Lucia:"I'lldriveyoutherethen" 

Me:"Icandrivemyself" 

Lucia:"MaybeifyoudidnotlieaboutwhereyougoI

wouldn'tbewillingtotakeyoubacktothehavinga

driverroad" 

Me:"Momam19." 



Lucia:"Yesandverystupid.Whatwereyoudoingin

Rivonia?" 

Me:"Iwenttoseeafriend" 

Lucia:"Mthobisi.Youcan'tgoaroundlookingforthis

poormanonyourown.WhatWillyousaytohim?"I

stammered.Howdidsheknow?"Iknow.Ifyouwant

yourfatherthatbadyougonnasitwithmedownand

askmenicely.Youcan'tjustshowupathisdoorand

throwthisfatbombathim.It'simpossibleforhimto

haveachildyourage.Ifyouwanttostayawayfrom

embarrassmentstayawayfromlookingforhim" 

Me:"Ineedhimtohelpmepayspororo"she

chuckledindisbelief. 

Lucia:"Prodigalsonshowsupandasksfor50Kthen

boomhegetsit.YouneedtogrowupMtho."She's

right."IfIgiveyouthismoneyWillyoustayaway

fromhim?"

Me:"Absolutely" 

Lucia:"I'llgotothebankfirstthingtomorrow" 

Me:'Thankyou.'Iheadedtothestairs."Mikecan



fetchmythings"shesighedandcontinuedwashing

herveggies.

Igotinmyroomandtookmycellphone,internet

knowseverything.

"KhulekaniDube'sage"

34?Fuckme.Theysuggestedhistwin.Quinton

Dube.Iscrolleddowntheirpictureswithmyheart

beatingoutofmychest.He'sreallymydad.Thank

youmomforthiscomplexion.Weneedtotalkabout

thisthough.

Fuckmom.Amdyingtotalktothisdude.Iwantto

knowwhatwashedesperateforattheageof15...

•••

[Khethelo]

Hehuggedandkissedmyforehead. 

Khule:"Themeetingtooklongerthanexpected" 

Me:"Youshould'vetexted" 

Khule:"Mybatterydied.Let'sgo"hepickedmybag

upandtookmyhand."IhadtoconfirmwithDrfirst



thatyou'rereallyokayanddidnotblackmailhim"I

chuckled. 

Me:"I'dkilltostayhereafewmoredaysthanto

havethesepalsfollowingmearound" 

Khule:"Youwilladjusttothem.We'regoingto

Katlego's"Inodded.

Theyfolloweduslikeflies.Ihatemylife.Heseemed

excited.

Heopenedthedoorformesoonaswegottothe

undergroundparkinglot.Hehoopedontoo. 

Me:"Whysomuchexcitement?" 

Khule:"BecauseI'llsleepwithyouinmyarmsbut

beforethatI'lleaticecream.Buffet.OhKatlego

lovesus" 

Me:"TheDrsaid-" 

Khule:"YOLObabe" 

Me:"Igiveup"

Whywouldshedothat?Chrisprobablyhurtherand

sheputpoisononthaticecream.Shecan'tjustgo



thatfartopleasethem.Irefuse.

...

Imust'vefallenasleep.Iwokeupatthetouchofhis

coldasshands. 

Khule:"We'rehere.WepassedbyMcDonaldsand

gotyouallyoumightneed"Ismiled.Iwanttosleep

though.

Hefollowedbehindmewiththemonkeyscalledmy

guards. 

Khule:"Where'severyone.Ithoughtwewerehaving

aparty"

Me:"Aparty?"

Khule:"Yes.ToannouncetoTylerthathescored" 

Me:"Wowwhatafamilyyouare"

Khule:"Yes.Itsababyafterbaby"

Me:"Whydidn'tyoutellmeyou'rethrowingaparty?I

would'veboughtagift"

Wecurvedtothelounge.Thesefacesdon'tlooklike

there'sapartynorthisroom.Everyonehadaglass



ofsomethingintheirhand.Theyalllookedatusas

wegotin.Nohugs?Okay. 

Khule:"Iseverythingokay?"Ispottedadifferentface

yetsofamiliar.Helookedscared.Hewassqueezed

inaoneseatercouchwithTyler. 

Chris:"Everythingwillbefineafteryoutellusabout

him"hepointedattheboy. 

Khule:"Whoishe?"

Quinton:"Explainyourselfyoungman"

Youngman:"Uhm...mynameisMthobisiNgwenya.

Lucia'sson-"

Tyler:"Who'syourfather?"HelookedatKhule. 

Mthobisi:"MymomsaysitisKhulekaniDube"wtf!

Khule:"What?There'snowayinhell." 

Me:"Canyoupleasesitdown?"

Khule:"ThisisdefinitelynotmychildbabeIpromise"

evenifitsnothis;he'sprobablyoneofthem.Aslight

skinnedashemaybebutheisacloneofbothhim

andQuinton. 



Me:"You'rescaringthepoorchild.Stoppanicking" 

Katlego:"Howoldareyou?" 

Mtho:"19"hecan'tbehis.

Khule:"Istartedhavingsexat19.Weallknowwho

startedhavingsexat13"

Quinton:'Wellit'sclearIwasn'ttheonlyone" 

Khule:"Heisyours" 

Quinton:"Ialwaysused-" 

Mtho:"Iwasn'tconceivedthroughsex" 

Chris:"What?" 

Mtho:"Hedonatedasperm"

Wealllookedathim.Hecursedunderhisbreath.Oh

myGoditshis. 

Tyler:"Still.Hecan'tbe15andbeallowedtodonate

asperm"

Me:"Saysomething"

Hegotup. 

Khule:"Ineedasmoke."Hewalkedout.Itsdefinitely



his.

Wesatinawkwardsilence.

Tyler:"I'llgocheckonKhethiwe" 

Bonga:"IneedaUSBinyourroom" 

Katlego:"I'llgofixussomethingtoeat"Emifollowed

behindherwithoutaword.

Chris:"I'llgocheckonthekids"

Quinton:"I'llhelpyouwiththat"

Theyallleft.TheboyandIremainedbehindstaring

ateachother.Whothehelldonatesspermsat15?...
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•••

[Khethelo]

Istartledabitthenrealizeditshim.Ireachedformy

cellphoneunderthepillowandcheckedatthetime.

02:45am.



Me:"Baby"itseemedasthoughhedidnothearme.

Hedidnotmoveaninch."Khulekani" 

Him:"Sleep"hesaidsoftly.Iturnedonthesidelamp

andcrawledtohim.Isatbehindhimandpartedmy

legstobeoneithersidesofhim.Iwrappedmy

handsaroundhisstomachandrestedmyheadon

hisback.Hesmoothlyranhisfingersonmyleft

hand.

Me:"TalktomeNyamazanewam"Hetookadeep

breath.Icouldsenseworryinit.I'veneverseenhim

likethisbefore.

Him:"Areyougoingtoleaveme?"Herewegoagain. 

Me:"There'snothingIwouldeverleaveyoufor

sthandwasam.Comehellorhighwater.Imadethat

promiseinfrontofeveryone.Ivowedtoneverever

leaveyou"Hetookmylefthandintohisfaceand

kissedit.Hehasathingforit.Itmustbethering,it

makesitpop.Especiallynowthatampregnant,

they'repeaches. 

Him:"He'slegallynotmine" 

Me:"Ifshecouldtellhimaboutyouamsureshe



wouldn'tmindifyoushowedinteresttobepartof

hislife" 

Khule:"HhaiIdon'tknowhowtotakethis.Itstoo

muchtodigest." 

Me:"Truebuthe'sherenow." 

Khule:"Howdidheevenknowwheretofindme?" 

Me:"Onlyhimcananswerthat."Ikissedhiswide

back. 

Khule:"Didheleavehisnumbers?" 

Me:"Hedid."Goingforasmoketurnedouttobe

goneforever.Mthobisidecidedtoleaveafterour

littlemeaninglessconversation."Whatreally

happened?"Hetookyetanotherdeepbreath. 

Khule:"Youknowwhenyou'reyoungyoutendtodo

everythingforaquickrandwithoutlookingatthe

consequences."Hechuckledandshookhishead.

"Onedayfromschoolmyteam'sopponentsganged

uponme.Theybeatmeintoapulp.Quintonwas

absentthatday.Ihadmylegbroken.Istayedin

hospitalforamonthorso.WhenIgotdischargedI



hadthisangerpilingupeveryday.Therewasaguy

wholivedatZone14,hesoldguns.Myparentsgave

usamonthlyallowanceofR100"Igiggled."Don't

laughitwasalotbackthen.BacktoKhaye,thegun

dealer.Iwenttobuyagun"Igasped."Yes.That'sthe

onlywaymyangerthinkssomethingcanbesolved.

Theguncost1000.SomeidiotthatIfoundthere

suggestedthisspermdonationmadness.Iwas

desperateforagunIdidit.Ifakedmyage.Those

nursescouldn'ttell,I'vealwayslookedgrownthan

myage.Igavethemmyspermsinexchangeof

R2000.Andyesthatwasit"Whew!

Me:"Didyoukillthosepeople?"Hekissedmyhand

again,therightonethistime. 

Khule:"That'sastoryforanotherday"

Inodded.Wesatthereinsilence.

Me:"IthinkGodpurposelymadeyoudoit" 

Khule:"Ilovethepositivesideofyou" 

Me:"Nobabe.Heknewatsomepointinyourjourney

youwillloseyourabilitytochildren.Younowhave4

kids" 



Khule:"Youthinkwhoeverthatmotheriswilljust

giveupherchild?Justlikethat?" 

Me:"Nobabybutamsureshewon'tmindtoshare

him."

Khule:"Idon'tknowbaby" 

Me:"Havefaith.InthemeantimeafterChloe's

cleansingIwillaskforherdairy.Shetoldmeshe's

almostdonewiththeplantogetherback" 

Khule:"Somethinginsidemealwaystellsmetocalm

downaboutPhila.Mymindstopsfunctioning

wheneverIstartplottinganythingagainstNzuza." 

Me:"ThatisSatan.Weshouldgetherback" 

Khule:"Let'ssleep.We'regoingtoTyler'stomorrow"

healwaysslapsthistopicaway.Iuntangledmyself

fromhimandrolledtomyside.Heliedonhisback

andpulledmetolieonhischest. 

Khule:"Iloveyou" 

Me:"Iloveyou" 

Khule:"You'rethebestthingthathaseverhappened

tome" 



Me:"Amgratefulbaby"Ikissedhischest. 

Khule:"Sleep"

Iranmyhanddowntothesleepingpill."Isaidsleep"

Itookitoutoftheboxerandpulledupmynightie

thenclimbedontop.Hemoanedsoftlyandgrabbed

myfaceclosertohisandkissedme.Iwentupand

downslowly.Hefirmlygrabbedmyassandhumped

mefromunderneath.Could'veheardmemoanlikea

dogthatsprinkleditsankle...

•••

[Tyler]

Ihatealarms.Especiallytheonesthataren'tmeant

forme.AsmuchasIlovehavingheroverIhateher

alarms.

Iopenedmyeyes. 

Khethiwe:"Heybaby"whoevertoldhershe'stwerk

Goddessruinedmylife.Sheshould'vejustbeenan

IGmodel.

Me:"Whyaren'tturningitoff?" 



Khethiwe:"Ilikethattone.Itgivesmefreshdance

moves"

Isearchedforherphone.She'sinthemoodtofightI

see.ShelaughedafterIturneditoff. 

Me:"Youdon'tseemreadyforwork" 

Khethiwe:"That'sbecauseamnotgoing"shesaid

checkingherassout."Didyouknowthatamnow

size36?" 

Me:"Isthatagoodorbadthing?'

Khethiwe:"Wellitdependsonwhatsizeyouprefer

metobe"Ichuckled. 

Me:"Anysize.Iwouldstillloveyouthesame." 

Khethiwe:'Weshouldstarthittingthegym" 

Me:"Nothankyou.Amhungry"

Igotoutofbed.Shejumpedonme.Mypoortiny

bones. 

Khethiwe:"What'syourfavoritecolor?" 

Me:"Yellowforeggs,blackforcoffeeandbrownfor

toast.Let'sgo"shepinnedmedown. 



Khethiwe:"Wantsex?" 

Me:"NoIwantfood.Maybelater" 

Khethiwe:"Areyoucheatingonme?" 

Me:"I'dtobutIamscaredofyou."Shesmiledand

kissedme. 

Khethiwe:"Good.Gowashyourfaceandteeththen

comedownforbreakfast"

Me:"Thatsoundsbetter"

Shegotoffexcitedlyandpushedmetothe

bathroom.

Iendedupbathing.Itfeltlikeatrap.SheknowsI

can'thelpbathingonceImakeeyecontactwiththe

shower.

Ifoundmyclothesalreadyspreadonthebed.I

dressedupandwalkedout.

Therewererosepetalsatthebeginningofthestairs.

Icouldn'tsmellanyeggsortoast.Amgonna

strangleawomantodeathtoday.

Me:"Babywhy-"



"Surprise!!!"Ifrozeforasecond.Thesedevil

worshipersallhadcolgatesmile.

Me:"IsitmyBIRTHDAY?" 

Khule:"Itsthe4thofFebruary"Bongapulledmetoa

distinctchair. 

Me:"AreyouguyscrowningmetobeMthobisi's

father?"Where'sthiswomanwithmyfood. 

Khethelo:"We'dlovetobutno"shecoveredmyeyes

withablindfolder. 

Me:"What'sgoingon?" 

Khethelo:"I'llgiveyousomething.Yougonnaguess

whatitis,ifyougetitrightyou'llgetascoopofrum

andraisinsbutifyougetitwrongI'llfeedyoujam" 

Me:"Youwon'tright?"Ihatethatjellylifelesscrook.I

hateJam.I'dratherdiethantoevertasteitagain. 

Bonga:"thegamebeginsnow"

Ifeltit. 

Me:"Whatisthis?Shoes?Theytiny.Yougotmethe

wrongsizethough"theylaughed. 



Khethelo:"Openyourmouth"shefedmeicecream. 

Me:"Arewedone?"

Khethelo:"Nope" 

Me:"Canyoufeedmeadonut?Isawitonmywayin.

Amhungry" 

Quinton:"Futsek"he'sthehater.He'sprobably

stuffinghimselfupwiththem. 

Me:"Thisisapaper"theycheered.Igotanother

scoopofbae. 

Khethelo:"Lastone"

Thisisastick.Whatcoulditbe?Mybloodpressure

rosehigh.Thetinyshoes?Apaper?Andastick.

Fuck!

Me:"Wait.Babe,arewepregnant?"

Irippedofftheblindfolder.Shestoodtherebefore

mewithamommytobeslash.Igotoffthechairand

huggedher.

Bonga:"Okayenough" 

Me:"Shutup.Thankyoubaby."Ikissedher. 



Khethiwe:"Who'sgonnachangeit'snappy?" 

Me:"We'lltakeittoKhuleandKhetheloorChrisand

Katlegosoonasitisborn.We'llfetchitafter6

months.Rightguys?"

Theyjustwenttothetablethathadallsortsof

yummyfoods. 

Khethiwe:"Iguessnot"wegiggled.Ikissedher

again. 

Me:"Amsohappybutscared"shesqueezedmy

hand. 

Khethiwe:"Wherethere'sGod.There'salwaysaway.

Let'sgoeat"weheldhandstothetable.

Ihopethismakestheirheartseasyandagreetomy

requestofmakingthisofficial...

•••

[Mthobisi]

IhadjustcameoutoftheshowerwhenIheardacar

hoot.Iwalkedtothewindow.Grangpa'svan.The

gateslidopen,ablackjeepfollowed.Ican'tbelieve

herrightnow.



Myphonebeeped.

'Availyourselftotheloungerightnow'

Iputonat-shirtandwalkedout.

Gogo,Mkhulu,Malumeandhiswife.Allfourofthem

staredrightthroughmysoulasIwalkedin.10eyes

onapoorinnocentme.Igreetedandtookaseat.

Mkhulu:"Areyouamannow?"Wellyeahyouforced

metoinitiationschoollastyearsoyeahIam.You

madesureofit. 

Me:"No" 

Mkhulu:"Whyareyouabusingmydaughterlike

this?" 

Me:"Amsorry" 

Gogo:"Whydidyougoagainsthervoice?"

Malume:"Mshanayou'regettingtoobigforyour

shoes.Mysisterraisedyoualone,actuallyshe

conceivedyouthroughthatprocesssbecauseshe

didnotwantamaninvolvedinherlife.Doyou

realizethedamageyou'vedone?" 



Me:"She'stheonewhoforcedhimdownmythroat" 

Lucia:"Ididnotsaygotohim!" 

Me:"What?Whatwastheuseoflettingmeknow

then?" 

Gogo:"Watchyourtone" 

Lucia:"Youapproachedthiswholethingwrong." 

Mkhulu:"Youcould'vesatwithyourmotherdown

aboutthis" 

Me:"Shetoldmetostayawayfromhim" 

Lucia:"Becausehe'sgoingthroughalotofthings.

Hehadhispregnantwifeattackedandwentthereto

beaburdenaftertheother" 

Malume:"Neverstepyourfootinthathome.Icurse

thatyoushalldieifyoudo"He'savoodooking.I

hatehim.I'vealwaysdid.Helikescontrollingpeople

withhismadness. 

Me:"Malume" 

Malume:"That'sfinal.Iffocusingatschoolandbea

goodboyishardforyouthenmaybeyoushould



returnwithustothevillage"I'dratherdie. 

Gogo:"Areyougoingtobehaveyourself?"Inodded. 

Mkhulu:"Rememberyourlifedependsonyour

behaviornow"

Gogo:"Iguesswe'redone" 

Lucia:"Ihopeyouwon'triskdyingoversomeoneyou

don'tneedanddoesn'tneedyouback"

She'stoounderThespell.Shelookedforhim,for

what?Formetoknowmyspermdonorandmoveon

withlife?

Sheneedamanandanewchildbecausethischild

who'smewon'tbeorderedaround.

Shefetchedthemsconesandtea.Whatawasteof

petrolcominghereforsuchaminorthing...

•••

[Emi]

Vee:"Mustbenicebeingcrushedbythebigboss"

Shehasherboss'stendencyofflyinginwithouta

knock.Ikindlyaskedthebodyguardstosettle



downstairs.IknowverywellthatthebitchTamiais

eitherkeptsomewheretorturedbytheirgoonsor

dead. 

Me:"GoodmorningtoyoutooVee"

Vee:'It's12pmactually.You'vebeenscoopedup

hereyoumissedlunch"

Me:"Really?Ididn'tnotice.Ihadtofillupyesterday's

work"

Vee:"Shamepoorthing.Sotellme.Whathappened

inBryanston?"OhthathouseislocatedinBryanston.

Haditnotbeenforthatshoppingwhichis5minutes

awayfromthathouse.Iwouldn'thaveknown.

Me:"Ibathed,ateandrelaxedinatubasbigaspool"

shesatdown. 

Vee:'Didyousleeponthesamebed?"She

whispered. 

Me:"Ewwno.VeeIamworkinghere" 

Vee:"Aisukayourbossbaeorderedyoufood.He's

soinlovewithitmakeshimlookstupid" 

Me:"You'reseeingthings.CanIpleasefinishup



here?"

Vee:"Sonotevenahug?"Ilaughed.She'ssuchajob

andahalf.

Me:"Vee.Thatwasaninnocentkindgesture.

Besideshedoesthatforallhisemployees"she

scoffed. 

Vee:"Whichones?ImyselfashisPAhaveonlybeen

theretwicewhenwewenttoreviewitandwhenI

tookthedecorpeoplethere.That'shisowncastle." 

Me:"Whatever"Irolledmyeyes.Isentmyeyesto

thedoor.Hestoodtallandrevoltingasheis."Vee

pleaseexcuseme" 

Vee:"OkayMrsBossBae"Ichuckled.Shegreeted

himandwalkedon.

Igotup. 

Me:"Pleaseopenthatdoorandturnyourbackon

thisoffice" 

Jason:"Weneedtotalk" 

Me:"Who'swe?"Hetookslowstepstowardsme.



Jason:"Soyou'vemovedon?Justlikethat?"Heran

hisfingersonthewhiterosesonavase."Doyou

lovehimoryou'redoingittogetbackatme?"

Me:"Why?You'reirrelevantinmylifeJasonNzima.

Pleaseexitmyoffice" 

Jason:"Why?WhyareyoucheatingonmeEmihle?"I

chuckled.Thisisunbelievable. 

Me:"Idon'twhatdrugareyouonbutwhatIdoknow

isthatitsnotgoodforyou"hesmirked. 

Jason:"Youdon'twannatalktomelikethatEmihle"

Ipickedthecellphoneupandpressedonthe

emergencycall.Hesnatcheditoutofmyhandand

crasheditonthewall.Istartled. 

Me:"Whatthehellareyoudoing!"

Jason:'Don'tforcemeintothingsIdon'twannado"

hesaidwithhisfaceashardasarock,veins

poppingout.

Hegotclosertome.IsteppedbackuntilIhadmy

backagainstthewall.

Me:"Jasonyou'rescaring"itcameoutinalmosta



whisper.Hehadhisbothfistsagainstthewallon

eithersidesofmyhead.Hesmeltofalcoholand

cigarette. 

Jason:"YoubelongwithmeEmihle.ThatcoinIgave

you,thatisproof.You'remychosenone.Noman

shallhaveyouwhileIambreathing.Ifyoucontinue

toentertainhim.Therewillbebloodshed,itwon'tbe

hisnormine.Ididnotfallinlovewithacoward,one

sillymistakeyoudecidetoleave?Thespaceyou

neededI'vegivenyouenough.Notevenyour

brotherscantakeyouawayfrommenorstopme

fromgettingwhatisrightfullymineandthatisyou'

hekissedmyforeheadandheadedforthedoor.He

slammeditbehindhim.

Ifinallybreathe.HowdidIattractthispsychodear

heavens...
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Unedited.Amdeeplysorryfortheerrors



•••

[Tyler]

Shesnatchedmyphone.Ichasedher.Shelocked

herselfinthebathroom. 

Me:"Khethiwe!"Iheardherlaughing.Shecameout.

Shelaughedevenmore. 

Khethiwe:"Amnoteven3monthsyetbutyou're

alreadygooglinghowtochangeanappy" 

Me:"Rathersafethansorry.Stopinvadingmy

privacy" 

Khethiwe:"OhmyGod.You'reevenwatchingdelivery

videos"Iscratchedmyhead. 

Me:"We'regoingforcsection" 

Khethiwe:"Mpiyesendewouldturnonhisgrave.I'll

pushitoutwhereitcamefrom" 

Me:"ThenIwon'tbethere.Nextmonthisgood

Friday"Isatonthebedandpulledhertositonme.

Sheputonearmaroundmyneck. 

Khethiwe:"Iknowbabeandamprepared.Itested



thewatersonTuesday.SheaskedmewhenamI

cominghome"

Me:"Thatispromising.IwishforthelittleZebrato

beborninharmony"shekissedme. 

Khethiwe:"Hewill" 

Me:"Awholemeafather?Godissomethingelse" 

Khethiwe:"Gogowillfreakout" 

Me:"You're23" 

Khethiwe:"Iwillforeverbeachildtoher"we

laughed. 

Me:"Let'sgoeat" 

Khethiwe:"Yousureeatalotthesedays" 

Me:"That'sbecauseamalwayshungry.Let'sgo"

Sheclimbedoffandweleftforthekitchen...

•••

[Katlego]

Iturnedoverhopingtofindmymannexttome.I

foundanemptyspaceinstead.Iwenttothe



bathroomtopeeandwashmyteethandface.The

radiodownstairswason.

Iwalkedout.Icouldn'tbelievemyeyes.Theyall

didn'tnoticeme. 

Chris:"Sikelelaletloose"

Iendeduplaughing.Ican'tbelievehim."Okayfood

isdone" 

Theystartedcrying."Comeonthatwasa3rdbowl" 

Me:"Christian!"Hestartled.Theyalllookedmy

direction. 

Chris:"Theywenttobedwithoutsupperlastnight" 

Me:"Thatdoesn'tmeanstuffthemup"weagreed

nottoentertaintheireatinghabit.Theycouldeatthe

wholecow.

Chris:"Theyarefine"

IpickedSikelelaupandwipedhermouth.She

smiled. 

Me:"Youguysshouldnotallowdaddytofeedyou

likepigs.You'realady,aladymindsherdiet"



Shejustgiggledandgrabbedmyface.

IputherdownandtookHawu,thatonedoesn'tlike

beingbabiedsodoeshispartnerincrimeSisekelo.

Chris:"Whenarewegettingmarried?" 

Me:"Anytime"heglancedatme. 

Chris:"Maybeyoushouldstarttakingyourmother's

calls"HeissentbySatanhimselftoruinmyday.

"Amserious.Iwillnothavethosewhiteweddings

withnobothfamilies" 

Me:"Idon'thaveafamilyChris" 

Chris:"Youhaveafamily.Whatyourmotherdid

shouldbewaterunderthebridgenow" 

Me:"Wellitsnot" 

Chris:"BeforetheendofthisyearIwantustobe

married." 

Me:"Wewill" 

Chris:"Tellmewhenyou'rereadytogohome" 

Me:"Whathome?" 



Chris:"Yourmother'shouse." 

Me:"I'llmakeussomethingtoeat"

Igotupandheadedtothekitchen.Itwouldtakeme

anotherlifetoeverreconcilewiththatwomanIcalla

mother...

•••

[Khethelo]

Me:"Finallyhe'sawake" 

Khule:"Its10amcomeon" 

Me:"Normalpeoplewakeupat8am" 

Khule:"Thatispeoplewhoworkandthosewhoare

pregnant.Wherearetheguards?"Ihandedhima

bowlofwarmwatertowashhishands."Thankyou" 

Me:"Theyareswimming.Itoldthemto."Hewent

outandcamewith2ofthemdrippingwet. 

Khule:"Doyourjob" 

Guard:"Canwegochange?"Henodded.They

followedeachotherout.Ilaughed.



Khule:"You'relikealittlechild."Ismiled.Heyawned.

Me:"You'resolazythesedays.Onecouldswearyou

don'tconsumesomuchenergydrinks" 

Khule:"Amenjoyingthebenefitsofbeingahusband"

hesmirked.Iplacedatraywithamountainousplate.

"See?Amhavingpapandmeatforbreakfast" 

Me:"Mamkhuluiscoming"helaughed."SoIwantto

seeamfeedingyou.Icalledherinthemorning

askingaboutthebackpain.Sheinsistedoncoming" 

Khule:"She'sparanoid." 

Me:"Youdidn'ttellheraboutTamia?"Heshookhis

head. 

Khule:"AndIdon'twantthemtoknow" 

Me:"Ok"

HowdoIputthis?Itookasipofmyjuicetogain

strength.Heputthespoonawayandstartedeating

withhishands.Godforbid! 

Me:"Mthobisicalled"hebroughthiseyesup."He

wasjustcheckinguponmeandsaid..."Igulped.His

eyebuggedme.



Khule:"Hesaidwhat?"

Me:"Thathewantstovisit" 

Khule:"No"

Me:"Why?"

Khule:"Wecan'thaveanycontactwithhimuntilwe

meethismother.Whichiswhatwe'lldonextweek

whenQuintoncomesback" 

Me:"Understood.LetmetakethistoEmi"

Khule:"Whatiswrongwithher.Thebossbrokeher

heart?"Ichuckled. 

Me:"Theyarenotevenanitem.She'scomingdown

withflu"

Khule:"Ok"

Hecontinuedeating. 

Me:"Oh.AmoSmithandLeloarecomingover" 

Khule:"That'sgreat.Tellthemtobringtheir

husbands.IstillneedtothankZac" 

Me:"ZacisinWashington" 



Khule:"Ohhh.ShouldImakemyselfscarce?" 

Me:"Aslongasyouwon'tgetbored" 

Khule:"We'llgooutfordrinkswithChris" 

Me:"Ok"

...

Iknockedbeforegettingin.Shelookednothinglikea

depressedEmiIsawearlier.Shewassmilingather

phone.Idoubtsheevensawmecomingin.

ShejumpedabitwhenIplacedthetray.Shesmiled

admiringthefood. 

Emi:"ThisiswhyItaughtKhuletobeagentleman" 

Me:"Ohplease" 

Emi:"Amserious.Icontributedinwinningyourheart.

You'remygirlfriendtoo...Imeanwife"shebiteoff

themeat."Mmmhngunizathisisamazing.Areyou

reallyusingMaNgcobo'srecipebook?" 

Me:"Onlyafoolwouldn't"Itookaseatonthefur

singlecouch.Forsomeoddreasonsallherroomsin

these4differenthomeshasit.



Idon'tunderstandwhytheylikeeatingwiththeir

barehands. 

Me:"Younolongerdepressed?"Sheblushedalittle

likeIhadjustremindedherofsomething. 

Emi:"Khannguniza.Khan!Ampacked,sealedand

sold.He'ssogentle.He'severything.He'ssogood

withwords.FuckthecrazyJasonaminlovewithmy

beast."She'sreallyinlove.Amhappyforher.

Me:"Areyouguysdatingyet?" 

Emi:"Nolovebutwe'renotsofarfromthat." 

Me:"Amhappyforyoumybaby.Fallinlovebut

alwayskeepyoureyesopen" 

Emi:"Yesmom"welaughed. 

Me:"Letmeleaveyoutochatwithbossbae.Come

downstairsyourbrotherisworriedaboutyou" 

Emi:"Amcoming."

Inoddedandwalkedout.Iheardalittlevoice

shouting'mommy'.

Igotdownthestairs.Theybothhadbeerontheir



handstalkingaboutonlyLordknowswhat.They

lookedmydirection. 

Sam:"OhhollymotherofGodyou'resobeautiful.

Comehere"

IhadabitofjealousythatIwasn'tthefirstthinghe

lookedforwhenhegotin.

Ithrewmyselfinhisarms.Hefeelslikedad.His

embraceisexactlylikehis.Ifeelsafeandloved.

Lovethatcanneverbequestioned...

•••

[Mthobisi]

Iheardaknock.ThisiswhyIhateSaturdays.Itook

myphoneandmyheadsets.AuntiKekecleansfor8

hoursstraight.Amsurprisedthattodayshe'ssolate.

Iunlockedandpulleditopen. 

Lucia:"Here"cleaningequipment.Ishrugged."From

todayonwards.Youwillbecleaningyourownroom"

Me:"Youkiddingright?" 

Lucia:"DoIlooklikeamkiddingtoyou?Yoube



cleaningyourroom,doingyourownlaundrywith

yourownhands,ironingandpackingit.Ohandon

MondayandWednesdayyouwillbetheonecooking.

YourgirlfriendcanonlyvisitonSundays"sheraised

herhandasItriedtotalk.Ilookedatthevacuum

andeverythingelseandsighed.

MyphonenotifiedasIchangedintoanoverall.

ItwasfromMrsDube.

"Yourfatherdoesn'tthinkit'sagoodideaforyouto

comehereuntilhetalkstoyourmotheraboutthis

issue.We'renotpushingyouawaybutyouknow

howthelawworks.Yourmothercouldhavehim

arrestedifheplaysfathertoyouwithoutherpermit.

Ihopeyouunderstand"

He'sright.WhatwasIthinking?MaybeIshouldbe

goodtomom,bythatshe'llsoftenupandletushave

arelationship...

•••

[Bonga]

Iwaitedoutsidethecomplex.Theleafledmehere.



Theleafapprovedofher.Ijustcouldn'tgetheroff

mymindsincethatday.She'sbeenworththinking

about.

Thisgiftcomesinhandyatsomesituations.Ithad

beenanhourorsowhenaredTSifinallyappeared

behindme.Itpassedonandtookaturnatthegate.

Iroaredtheenginetolifeanddroveslowlybehindit.

Shedrovein.

Igreetedthesecurity.

Him:"Whoareyouheretosee?" 

Me:"HappinessMngomezulu"

Heputthephoneonhisear

Him:"Yourname?" 

Me:"BongaDube"

Heclosedhiswindow.Icouldseehislipsmove.

Aftersometimeheopeneditagain. 

Him:"She'swaitingforyouattheparkinglotonyour

left"



Idrovein.Shesatonthecarwiththedooropened. 

Iparkedandgotout. 

Happy:"Howdidyoufindme?" 

Me:"GoodafternoonMadlakadla.Nicenailsand

color"shehadwhiteshortonestoday.Sheblusheda

littlethen:

Happy:"Iaskedaquestion" 

Me:"Ifollowedyoutheotherday" 

Happy:"Iwenttomyparent'shousethatday"

Me:"Eish."Shechuckled. 

Happy:"TowhatdoIowethispleasure?Awhole

DubeconstructionsCEOandvarsityformersoccer

playerpayingtheordinaryunknownHappyavisit." 

Me:"Youhavetakenmeoutofmymisery.Butfirst"

Ireachedforflowersandaboxofchocolates.

"Pleaseacceptmygenerousgift" 

Happy:"Areyouforreal?" 

Me:"Yep."Shegotoutofthecarandtookthem.She



smelttheflowers. 

Happy:"You'resweet" 

Me:"Thisisathankyouforthatday"shescoffed. 

Happy:'Iwasdoingwhatanyotherpersonwould've

done" 

Me:"Truebutitbecamespecialbecauseitsyouwho

doneit."Shesmiled.Averybeautifulboldsmile."Let

meshootmyshot.Amdesperatelyinneedofa

graduationdate" 

Happy:"Andyouwantmetofindsomeoneperfect

foryou?Youcould'vejuste-mailedme.Idon'thave

mypenwithmerightnow,Iwillwriteonmyphone.

Whatshouldbelike?" 

Me:"What?" 

Happy:"Shouldshebechubby?Thin?Light?Dark?

Andsoforth"

Me:"Youwanttomatchmakeme?' 

Happy:"Yes.Iaskthesequestions.Idon'twantyou

ratingmyservice1outoftenjustbecauseIfound

youawomanyoudon'tfindattractiveandall"I



chuckled.

Me:"Thisisaveryweirdcoincidence.Iamhere

askingyouHappyMngomezulutobemydateifyou

aren'tanyone'syet" 

Happy:"Oh.HereIwasdancingalittlethinkingof

howmuchamgonnachargeyou"welaughed. 

Me:"Allmyfriendsaresingle.Amsuretheywould

loveyourservice" 

Happy:"Amthebestinthecountry.Oksoamina

corner,Godworksamazinglyyazi.Ialsoneed

someonetobemydateandactlikemyboyfriendat

thefamilygatheringtomorrow"shedoesn'thavea

boyfriend.Greenlight!

Me:"Sodeal?" 

Happy:"Deal.Letmetellthisidiothemustn't

bother" 

Me:"Youalreadyhadaskedsomeoneelse?" 

Happy:"Yes.He'sachurchmate.Itwould'vebeen

awkwardanyway"

Inodded. 



Me:"Arekissesincluded?"Shehitmeonthechest.I

laughed. 

Happy:"Onlyonthecheek.Myassandmyboobsare

anogoarea" 

Me:"Yesma'am.Let'sexchangenumberssoyou

cantellmeaboutyourself.Idon'twantbeastupid

cluelessboyfriendthere" 

Happy:"You'relookingforwardtothisneh"Igaveher

myphone.Itwascloseto4pm.BabKhulesaidwe

aregoingtoEastGateat5pm.

Me:"Putyournumbers.Iammeetingwithmyfather

inafew" 

Shehandeditback. 

Happy:"Thanksfortheflowersandthislovely

chocolate." 

Me:"Itwasonlyapleasuremylady.Letmenotkeep

youhere.Goinsideandeatyourchocolate"

Shechuckledandshookherhead.

Happy:"Istillwanttoknowhowdidyoufindme" 



Me:"I'lltellyouonourhoneymoon."

Shesmiledandrolledhereyes.IhornedasIdrove

off.Shewaved.

ThatwenteasierthanIthought.Shehasthatcheeky

sidebutIguessmyDubecharmworkedwonderson

her...

•••

[Khule]

Weparked2streetsaway. 

Chris:"Areyouhavingsecondthoughts?" 

Iexhaledhardandshookmyhead. 

Tyler:"Thendriveon"

Quinton'scallcamethrough.He'sallthestrengthI

need. 

Me:"Dube" 

Quinton:"Twiny.Whyhaven'tyoucalledtoaskhowI

went?" 

Me:"Iwasgonnacallyoulater" 



Quinton:"Okay.Whereareyourmother'smonkeys?" 

Me:"You'reonspeaker"helaughed. 

Tyler:"Isthedecoratorhot?Howbigisherbum?" 

Quinton:"Ifoundnoonehere.Anddon'tasksuch

questionsyoupervert" 

Chris:"Ifshe'shotpassherontome" 

Quinton:"KKCanyougetmeoffspeaker?" 

Me:"We'reateastgate.Heretoprovokeasnake" 

Quinton:"Snake?" 

Me:"Mtho'smother" 

Quinton:"Oh.Allthebestman" 

Me:"Thanksbro.Willtellyouhowitgoes" 

Quinton:"IsuggestyouleaveTylertolookafterthe

car"Ichuckled. 

Tyler:"Youknowamthevoiceofreasoninthis

home." 

Quinton:"Futsek"hehungup. 

Tyler:"Thisdude.Futsek2daysinarow.Iwillsue



him" 

Chris:"Pleaseshutup" 

Tyler:"Let'sjusthopeshe'shot" 

Me:"ListentoChris'sinstruction"IliedtoKhethelo.

Foralltherightreasons.

Bonga'scarpulledupnexttous.

Me:"Whattookyousolong?" 

Bonga:"AmsorryIgotheldup"

Istartedtheengineanddroveforward.

...

Justlike3yearsagoattheNzuzas.Wesatonthe3

seatercouch.AwomanthatIassumeisahelper

aroundthishouseletusinandwalkedaway.

Shewalkedinagainwithajugfullofjuiceand

biscuits. 

Tyler:"Thankyou" 

Her:"Madamwillbewithyoushortly" 

Tyler:"Ok"



Shewalkedaway. 

Chris:"Donotdrinkthis.Itcouldbepoisoned" 

Tyler:"I'vebeenmeaningtocommitsuicide"

Hepouredafullglassandtookabiscuit. 

Tyler:"Iwonderiftheyhavemuffins.Thisjuicegoes

wellwithmuffins" 

Bonga:"Isitnice?" 

Tyler:"Itsworthdyingof"Bongapouredaglasstoo.

Iregretbringingthemhere.

Awomaningardenwearcameinthroughthesliding

door.

Her:"Molweni" 

Tyler:"Yebosisi.Howareyou?"Shesatdown. 

Her:"AmgoodIcouldhearfromyou" 

Tyler:"We'realivethankyou.MynameisTyler" 

Her:"Iknowexactlywhoyouare.IamLucia.Hello

Khulekani" 

Me:"Hello" 



Her:"Letmeguess.Youbroughtyourwholeclan

heretoclaimyoursperm?" 

Me:"Withallduerespect.Yes"shechuckled. 

Her:"DoyouknowwhyIwentforIVF?" 

Me:"No" 

Her:"BecauseIdon'twanttosharemychild.At44

yearsoldIstilldon'twantto" 

Me:"Nowthatyoutoldtheboyabouthisdonor.I

thinkthatwouldbeveryselfishofyou" 

Her:"Hewasjustunderthepressureofneeding

moneyheowedaverydangerousman.Hethought

youweregonnagiveittohim.Hedoesn'treallyneed

you"

"Ido"wealllookedhisdirection."Mthobisi" 

Mtho:"Yesallyou'vejustsaidistrueexceptthelast

part." 

Her:"Mthobisigobacktoyourroomthreldersare

speaking" 

Mtho:"SinceIamtheconversationIthinkIshould



hehere.AskmewhatIwantmama" 

Her:"You're19.Youhavenoideawhatyouwant." 

Chris:"Iunderstandthatthisisnewtoyou.Asa

parentIamnotexpectingyoutoagreetothistoday" 

Her:"Iwillneveragreetoit.Thisismychild'

Istoodonmyfeet. 

Me:"Thanksforlettingusintoyourhome.Let'sgo" 

Tyler:"What?" 

Me:"Now"

Iheardhimsobasweclosedthedoorbehindus.My

heartbroke.

TylergotinthecarwithBonga.Wedroveout.My

phonerang.IgaveittoChris.Heanswered. 

Chris:"Theysayingweshouldstop"Ipulledup.

Igotoutofthecarandheadedtotheirs. 

Bonga:"Wecan'tleavehimhere.He'sgonnakillhim

andmakeitlooklikesuicide." 

Me:"Who?" 



Bonga:"Hisuncle."Hewasinhisspirits."Babathis

isbad.GobackinsidethereandtakeMtho.He'sthe

onewhosuggestedtheideaofivfbecausehe's

obsessedwithLucia,hehasacrushonhisown

sister.Hewantsnomaninherlife.Mthoiswhatwill

bringamantoLucia'slife.Mthoisthethreat.He's

gettingridofhimtoday"hecollapsedonthechair.

Ifelttheworldgoaround.Myeyesbecameblurry.

WhenwillIhaveiteasy?...
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•••

[Chris]

The3ofussatonthepavement.Everycarpassing

bycouldtellthatwewereatroubledbunch.

Tyler:"IthinkweneedtocallBaba" 

Me:"No"Isaidquickly.Babawouldwantustodo

thistheprofessionalway.Wedon'thaveenough

timeforthat."Wedon'thavetime."



Tyler:"Hewouldknowwhattodo" 

Me:"Idoknowwhattodo.Getinthecarandstay

withBonga.KhulekaniandIaregoingbackthere" 

Khule:"Idon'tknowifIcoulddothis" 

Me:"Let'sgo" 

Khule:"Shecouldgetusarrested"

Truebutthisisnotimetobepositive.Igotupand

stretchedmyarmtohim.Hetookitafterawhileand

Ipulledhimup.Wegotinthecaranddroveback.

Ipressedtheintercom.

"Whatdoyouwant?"Shespokefromthespeakers. 

Me:"2minutesofyourtime.Ipromisewewillnever

botheryouagain"

Shewentquiet. 

Me:"Stopdoingthat"hewasrubbinghispalms

together.Thegateslidaside.Idroveinandparked.

"You'rewrittennervousallover.Pullyourself

together" 

Khule:"Myemotionsareallovertheplaceman"



Ipattedhisshoulder. 

Me:"NeedIremindyouwhoyouare?You're

KhulekaniDube.Nowshiftpositions.Idon'twantto

seethisnervouswreckbutmyeldeststrongbrother"

Igotoutofthecarandweheadedin.Wefoundher

inthekitchen.Shestoppedchopping. 

Lucia:"1minute90seconds" 

Me:"Wehavearequest"IlookedatKhule."We'dlike

Mthobisitocomewithus"

Shelaughedforagoodwhilethenfinallystopped

andranhereyesonbothofus. 

Lucia:"Idon'tknowwhoyouthinkyouarebutIlove

whateveritisthatmakesyoubothsobrave" 

Khule:"Ma'am.Iwouldappreciateitifwekeptour

relationshipascivilaspossible.We'regrownadults.

ThatBoyIwaswithisaseer.Yourbrother,thewitch

oneisgonnatakeoutourchild.Haveyounever

questionedwhyat25youevenwentforIVF?Iam

beggingyouwithallofmylifetoletMthocomewith

usuntilwe'reallsurehe'ssafefromyourbrother" 



Lucia:"Mybrotherwouldneverdoanythingtphurt

mychild"shesaiddefensively. 

Me:"Idon'tblameyou.Hehasyouatthepalmofhis

hand.He'stossingandturningyou." 

Lucia:"Getout" 

Khule:"We'renotleavingwithoutmyson" 

Lucia:"Whatson!Thatismyson,doyouhearme!"

Shewasnowattheedgeofbreakingdown. 

Khule:"Youwon'tbeabletoprotecthim.Proveus

wrong,givemeMthoifyourbrotherdoesn'tshowup

todayhereI'llbringhimfirstthinginthemorning" 

Lucia:"AmsorryIcan't"shesaidcrying.Sheputthe

knifedownandattemptedrunningupstairs.

Khulegrabbedherarm.Shestoppedandlookedat

hishandthenraisedhereyestohim.Theylockedfor

agood2minutes. 

Khule:"Please.Iamnolongerabletobearchildren.It

wasnocoincidenceyoureadwhothespermdonor

was,itwasnocoincidencetodigmeup.Itwasall

God.IhaveadaughterinEC.Iamforbiddentosee



her.Ican'thaveanotherchildthatIamdenied

accesstoo.Iknowhewasn'tmadetobemychild

butwe'reherenow,Ijustcan'twalkaway,especially

knowingthathislifeisindanger.Mywifeisvery

fondofhimifyou'reworriedabouthowshemight

treathim.Pleaselet'sputourdifferencesasideand

putMtho'swellbeingfirst"

I'veneverheardhimbeingthisdeepabouthis

feelings. 

Lucia:"Letgoofme"shesaidsoftly. 

Khule:"Amsorry."Heletgo.Sheranupthestairs.

Hetookadeepbreathandsteppedforwardtome. 

Khule:"Wetried"

Weheadedoutsilently.Wegotinthecar.Hecame

outpullingaluggageasbigasKatlego'sfollowedby

hismother.

Ifeltmyheartjumpalittle.Igotoutandhelpedhim

withtheluggage. 

Lucia:"Callmeokay" 

Mtho:"Iwill"hegotinthecar.Myheartachedforher



now. 

Me:"Thankyou" 

Lucia:"Amnotdoingthisforyoubutformychild." 

Me:"Iunderstand" 

Lucia:"Don'tletanyonecleanhisroom.Hemustdo

hisownlaundryandironit.Nopartiesnoouting.

He'sgrounded" 

Me:"Noted" 

Lucia:"Wewilldiscusshowthisisgonnago.Ijust

needafewweeksawaytothinkthisthrough"

Me:"Thankyousomuch"

Shewalkedbacktothehouse.Igotinthecarand

startedtheengine.Wedroveoff...

•••

[Emi]

Theprivilegeofwakinguptosweetmessagesis

priceless.Flirtingisthebestpartinromance.

He'sobsessedwithvideocall.Iwipedmyfaceand



answered. 

Me:"Morning" 

Khan:"MorningMissZebra"Ismiled. 

Me:"Howareyou?"

Khan:"Amgood.Amsorrytoinformyoubutyour

boyfriendisforbiddenontheKhanpremises.Hashe

botheredyoulately?"

Me:"Nohehasn't.Butamprettysurehemightpop

upagainoneofthedays" 

Khan:"Yoursecuritymustbechangedifhegetsto

you" 

Me:"Thankyouforallofthis"

Khan:"Itismyjobtoprotectmyyoungestemployee

andfutureMrsKhan"Iblushed.

Me:'Aisuka." 

Khan:"Isthatatub?"

Me:"Yes" 

Khan:"You'reabouttobath?"



Me:"Yes.We'regoingtochurch" 

Khan:"WowThat'sgood.Iactuallycalledtoaskfora

favor"hescratchedhishead. 

Me:"Shoot" 

Khan:"SotonightI'minvitedforsupperatmy

parentshouse.Pleasebemydate?" 

Me:"Didyoujustmakeapuppyface?" 

Khan:"Maybe.Diditwork?" 

Me:"No"

Ihungupandswitchedmyphoneoffandstripped

nakedthengotinthetub...

•••

[Khethelo]

MyphonerangasIfinisheddishingupforeveryone. 

Me:"MamaChris" 

Kat:"Ineedsavingfromthisman.Canyoubelieve

himrightnow?" 

Me:"Calmdown.What'sup?"



Kat:"Heinvitedmymotherforourintimatelunch.

Canyouaskhisbrothertospeaktohim?" 

Me:"Iwillbaby." 

Kat:"Thanks.Where'sMtho?" 

Me:"Inhisroom.Amabouttocallthemdownfor

breakfast" 

Kat:"Okay.Seeyouatchurch" 

Me:"Ciao"

Iputitdownandtooktheplatestothesittingroom.

Icamebacktotakethedrinks.Ifounditringing

again. 

Me:'Heyboo" 

Lelo:"Isohateyouwoman."Ilaughed.Theydrank6

bottlesofwineyesterday.AmoandKhetheloaren't

goodforanyone'shealth. 

Me:"Amsosorrymylove.Howareyou?" 

Lelo:"Amhorrible.Ifitwasn'tforCalvinIdon'tknow

whatwould'vehappenedtomychild." 



Me:"Amsorry" 

Lelo:"Itsokaydarling.IcalledtoaskhowdoIuse

thispump?"Igaveherabreastpumpyesterday.She

hastoomuchmilk. 

Me:"Amnotreallysure.Youthrewthecupboardat

thebackseatithasinstructions"shechuckled. 

Lelo:"Amsuchamess" 

Me:"Iwillneverallowyoutodrink.Ever" 

Lelo:"Iwouldbeglad.Bye" 

Me:"Keepwell"

Ihungup.IturnedandbumpedtothetallKhulekani

Dube.Hebalancedme.

Khule:"I'msorry.Areyouokay?" 

Me:"Yesamfine.Howareyou?"Hetookthetray. 

Khule:"Amokay.Weshouldgetafulltimemaid"

Heplacedthetraydownandpulledachairforme.I

extendedmyhandtowipethetoothpastemarkon

hismustache. 



Me:"Icanstillmanage.Youcanseethatyourself"

Khule:"Whydoyouhatemaidssomuch?" 

Me:"BecauseIcanhandlemyhouse" 

Khule:"Calmdown.ShouldIgocallthem?" 

Me:"Please"

Hegotupandwalkedupstairs.Apartofmewasstill

upsetthatheliedtome.Anotherpartwasgladthat

hebroughthimhomethough.

Hecamebackandkissedmycheekthensatdown. 

Khule:"Ifoundhimcleaning.Theyarecoming.When

isournextDrsappointment?"

Me:"Wednesday"

MthoandEmijoinedus. 

Emi:"Iseesomeonedoesn'twannagetfatalone"I

chuckled. 

Me:"You'reungrateful.Howdidyousleep

Mthobisi?" 

Mtho:"Isleptgoodthankyou"hestoleaglanceat



Khule. 

Me:"Iamnotsureifyoueatanyofthese" 

Mtho:"Amonlyallergictoporkandstrawberries" 

Me:"Goodbecauseweneverbuyanyofthat.Weare

goingtochurchtodayyoucanjoinus" 

Khule:"Heisjoiningus" 

Me:"Ifyou'renotcomfortableyou-"heshyly

chuckled

Mtho:"EverythingthatyouguysdoIwilldoittoo.

ThatishowIwillgettoknowyou" 

Emi:"Bhutiyouhaven'tsaidawordtome.Mthois

alreadytakingmyplace" 

Welaughed. 

Khule:"YourJasonhasbeenroamingthesestreets

likealunatic" 

Emi:"Really?" 

Khule:"Yes.TellhimtostopbecauseifIdoitmyself

he'llsleepatmortuary"



Iclearedmythroat."Amkidding" 

Mthodidn'tseemshookbyhisfather'sthreat...

•••

[Bonga]

Icheckedthetime.Itwascloseto11am.Istretched

asIyawnedandwalkedouttothebathroom.My

wholebodywasdown.Ipassedoutnumberoneand

rinsedmyfaceandhandsthenwentdownstairs.It

wassoquiet.

Therewasanoteatthefridge.

'Wehavegonetochurch.Yourfoodisinthewarmer.

Don'tforgetaboutlunchatKhule's"

Itotallyforgotaboutthat.Itookoutmyphoneand

textedHappy.

Me:"MorningreallifePrincess.Whattimewillmy

serviceberequired?"

Itookmyfoodoutandpouredjuiceandwenttothe

lounge.Iswitchedthet.v.on.

Myphonevibrated.



Happy:"GoodMorningreallifestalker.3pmisthe

timeyourservicewillbeappreciated." 

Me:"CanIcallyou?" 

Happy:"Yesyoucan"

Icalled.

Happy:"Whatismyfavoritecolor?" 

Me:"AHelloBongawould'vebeennice.ItsWhite"

shegiggled.Ihaveafeelingthatshehadacrushon

me.She'ssofriendlyforsomeonewho'scheekyits

heartwarming. 

Happy:"Butwealreadygreeteachother.Whatismy

shoesize?"

Me:"Its5.Areyouevenseriousabouthavingfeet?" 

Happy:"Don'tstart.Don'tspeakaboutmesmoking" 

Me:"Isitasecret?" 

Happy:"Kinda.LetmebathI'lltextyoulaterabout

thelocation" 

Me:"Ithoughtweweregonnameatatyourplace

andusethesamecar" 



Happy:"You'resmart.Seeyouthen" 

Me:"Bye"

Ihungup.TherewasatextfromMamKhethelo.

"FetchMamkhuluattheairportbaby"

Great!NowIhavetofollowheraroundtoeveryshop

becauseshe'lldefinitelywanttopassbythemall...

•••

[Tyler]

Imightnevershowitorsayitbutamveryproudof

Chris.Whenhestandsthereonthepulpitand

preachhereachesouttoeverybrokensouland

mendit.

Therehavebeentimeshestoodthereandbuilt

othersupwhilehewasfallingapart.

Hesummonedustocloseoureyesandsaythe

closingprayer.Iheardasmellofpotatochips.I

openedoneeye. 

Me:"Igotyou.Yousaidyouhavenosnackswith

you"Iwhispered. 



Khethiwe:"That'sbecausetheseareenoughforonly

me"

Me:"CanIhaveonly2?" 

Khethiwe:"Closeyoureyesandpray,askGodtohelp

youstopopeningyoureyesduringprayer"

Anoldladysittinginfrontofusturned. 

Her:"Itseitheryougivehimthosechipsoryouboth

shutup"

Ishutmyeyesimmediately.

TheyfinallysaidAmen. 

Me:"Don'tevertalktomeyoubetrayer.WhenIbuy

donutsIdon'twantyourlonghandsonthem"

Igotupandheadedout.We'reyettostayanother

hourorso.Iwenttogetthetripletsfromtheirlittle

Sundayschool.Theyseemedtobeenjoying

themselvessoIletthembe.

...

After2hourswaitingonChriswefinallydrovehome.

WefoundMamkhulusettingthetable. 



Khethelo:"Gogobakithi.Don'ttellmeyoucooked" 

Mamkhulu:"YesIdid.Chickencurryandpap"

Ithoughtwewerehavingabraai! 

Weallhuggedheronebyone.

Mamkhulu:"Bomakotigetoffthoseheelsandbe

comfortable" 

Khethiwe:"Amnotlettingthisonepassme"she

whisperedandtookoffherheelsandsatdown.The

2othersjoinedher.

Mamkhulu:"Tylershowmeyourhands"Idid.

"MaNtuliisgoingtokillyou"MaNtuliisKhethiwe's

grandmother.

Me:"Why?"Shewalkedontothekitchen.

BongaandMthogotin. 

Khule:"Cellphones" 

Bonga:"Amchattingtoyourfuturedaughterinlaw

here" 

Chris:"Isshecute?"



Bonga:"Yesandsuccessful" 

Khule:"Good.Idon'twantadunderheadofa

makoti" 

Khethiwe:"Mthobisi"

Hestartled.

Khethelo:"Areyouokay?"

Mtho:"Yesthankyou" 

Khule:"Comewithme"

Iwenttothekitchentocheckforsomemuffinsor

donuts...

•••

[Khule]

Iledhimtothepoolarea.Ilitmycigarette. 

Me:"Areyougood?" 

Mtho:"Yes." 

Me:"Good.YourmothertoldChrisyouusedyour

secondsemestermoney.Whereareyougoingtoget

it?" 



Hiseyesdropped. 

Mtho:"Iwashopingmomisgonnagiveme"I

chuckled. 

Me:"AftershepaidthatmashonisaIdoubt"

ShetoldChriswhyishegrounded.He'salittle

Quinton. 

Mtho:"Younotgoingtolendme?" 

Me:"Wheredoyouwork?"

Mtho:"Nowhere" 

Me:"Howwouldyoupaymebackthen?"Hecracked

hisknuckles."Yourmothergaveus8weekstogetto

knoweachother.Inthis8weeksIwillteachyouto

bearesponsiblemanstartingfromTomorrow.After

yourclassesyouwillbedrivingtoDube

constructionsandcleantheCEOsfloor" 

Mtho:"Younotserious" 

Me:"4pmyoushouldbethere" 

Mtho:"WaitIdon'thaveacar.MomsaidIcan'tuseit

sinceamgrounded" 



Me:"Wehaveplentyofcarshere.Iwillborrowyou

mycressida"

Mtho:"What?"

Khethelo:"Thereyouare"

Me:"Makesureyoutreatitgood.Heybaby" 

Khethelo:"Iseverythingokay?"

Mtho:"Nohe-"hestoppedwhenoureyesmet. 

Me:"Rulenumber1:wedon'ttellmothersanything"

Henoddedwithasadface.Ikilledthecigaretteand

headedin.

Mtho:"Hewantsmetodriveacressida"

HewhisperedtoKhethelo.There'sstillalongwayto

go.Myphonebeeped.Ireachedforitonmypocket.

Quinton.Haven'ttoldhimaboutMtho.

"Tellmeifmymindisplayingtricksonme."

Therewasapictureattached.Istaredatitfora

while.

"Whoisshe?"Iresponded.



"Thedecorator"-Quinton

"Weneedtodoabackgroundcheck.Iwillcallyou

later.Ihavesomethingtotellyou."

Ilockeditandputitnexttomyplateandstarted

eating.Iprayshe'srelatedtohim...

[2/26,06:38]Zozaness:ChapterNineteen

•••

[Narrated]

Shetookthedampclothandwipedthecounterand

rinseditandhungitaway.

Thekitchentelephonerang.Shepickedup.

Lucia:"NkosiresidenthowmayIhelpyou?" 

Mike:"ThankGodIthoughtyouwereasleep.I've

spentthelasthourcallingyourphone" 

Lucia:"OhIforgotitupstairs.Idecidedtocleanup

beforeIleave" 

Mike:"That'sverythoughtfulofyoumama.Your

flightdepartsat12hoursinthenoon." 



Me:"IsSimphiweattheoffice?" 

Mike:"Yes.Ilikeherconfidence.You'dthinkshe's

notamansnatcher"Luciachuckled

Lucia:"Pleasetreateachotherwell" 

Mike:"HhaimadamIwillchokeslamherifshesteps

onmycorners." 

Lucia:"Mike!" 

Mike:"OkayamkiddingIwilltrymybesttobenice

aspossible.Areyougoingtoleavewithoutseeing

Mthofirst?"Shetookadeepsigh.

Lucia:"Thiswillbethefirsttimein19yearsIleave

himwithanyonewho'snotmymother.Heseemsto

belovingittherethough" 

Mike:"Ohhhmansisi.TheDubesaregoodpeople" 

Lucia:"Seemslikeit.JustyesterdayIwasn'teven

surethatImadeagooddecisionofgivinghimto

thembutwhenhecalledmetellingmehe'sfrom

church,apartofmegotatease." 

Mike:"SeeItoldyou"



Lucia:"Pleasebookus9ammovietickets.I'llcall

himjustnow"

Mike:"Onit.Bye"

Shetookthephoneofftheearandstarteddialing

Mtho'snumber.

Itrangforawhile. 

Mtho:"Hello" 

Lucia:"Nohellomotherjusthello?"Hechuckled

Mtho:"Hellomyqueen.Howdoyoudo?" 

Lucia:"That'smorelikeit.Amlearningtobegood

withyououtofmysight.Howareyou?"

Mtho:"Amingoodhands.Worrynot,amgoodthank

you." 

Lucia:"AmleavingforBangladeshthisafternoon.I

wouldliketoseeyoubeforeIleave" 

Mtho:"WhattimeshouldIcome?" 

Lucia:"We'regoingtowatchamoviengo9am.Tell

yourfamily" 



Mtho:"Soundsgood.Iwill" 

Lucia:"Okbyethen" 

Mtho:"Wait...didyoutellhimtopunishme?" 

Lucia:"Didhebeatyouup?"Shesaidpanicking. 

Mtho:"Nonono.HesaidImustworkinorderto

makemysecondsemestermoney"shelaughed."Its

notfunnymom.Heevenwantsmetodrivea

cressida.Ihadtowashitmyself" 

Lucia:"Youwantedafatherright?Fathersgive

Meseratistowellbehavedchildren.Amnotgoingto

fetchyounow,driveyournewcar"shecontinued

laughing. 

Mtho:"Iwouldrathertakeataxi"Herbrothergotin

pullingatinysuitcase.

Lucia:"Goodluck.I'llcallyoulater"

Theybideachothergoodbye. 

Lucia:"Khumbulani" 

Khumbulani:"Tellmeitisnottrue" 

Lucia:"What?" 



Khumbulani:"Howcouldyouallowthis?Doyou

knowwhatyou'rebringingintoyourlife?Whydoyou

letMthobisicontrolyouLucia" 

Lucia:"Mychild'shappinesscomesfirst"

Hechuckledindisbelief. 

Khumbulani:"Youwantamaninyourlifenow?

Becausehimstayingthereisgoingtomakeyou

closewiththatfuckingman" 

Lucia:"Khumbulanithisismylife" 

Hehithispalmsagainstthecounterfuriously.Lucia

jumped. 

Khumbulani:"Shutup!Justshutup.Fetchhimand

cutoffthosefilthyDubestheyarenogood.They

wanttosacrificehimfortheirriches.Theyfoundyou

stupid,astupidmotherwholetheronlysongo"

Luciaranupthestairsteary."Iwillfetchhimmyself

andtheywon'tlikeit!"

Heshoutedbehind...

•••



[Jason]

Iattendedtheknockatthedoor.Westaredateach

otherforquitesometime. 

Me:"HowcanIhelpyou?" 

Him:"Goodquestion.Youcanhelpmewithstaying

thehelloutofbuildingandthefuckawayfrom

Emihle." 

Me:"Areyoudone?" 

Him:"Itdependsifyou'redonetorturingthatlittlegirl.

Becauseifyou'renotyouandIwillhaveaproblem

Nzima.Idon'tcarehowgoodyouareathackingand

howquicklyyourcharactercanchange.Iwilldothe

worstthingtoyouyouwon'tevenrecognizewhoyou

are.IfherbrotherswillnotdoshittoyoujustknowI

will.Don'ttestmeboy"hetossedthe50conthe

groundandwalkedaway.

Whenhementionedhowmuchhedoesn'thowquick

mycharacterchange.Ifeltdefeated,hehaddone

hisresearchverywell.Heissomeonetoworryabout

andgetterminatedverysoon...



•••

[Bonga]

"Goodmorning."

Ibattledopeningmyeyes.

SunlighthitmeIpulledwhateveritisnexttometo

covermyface.

"BongaDubeits10am" 

Me:"Andwhoareyou?" 

"Itoldyoutoslowdownonthoseshots.Look,now

you'vegotamnesia"shegiggled.

Imovedthepillowoffandopenedmyeyes.Ohshit.

Igroaned. 

Me:"Howdidwegethere?" 

Happy:"Ibookedusanuber.You'rewildashellman.

Ishouldn'thavelistenedyouImissedmy8am

meetingwithaclient" 

Me:"Shit!Ishouldbeattheoffice.Babaisgoingto

killme.Lookaway"



Happy:"Why?"

Me:"Becauseamonmyboxers" 

Happy:"Youscaredamgoingtoseethepenis?I

knowapenisitsnoforeigntome" 

Me:"HappinesslookawayIwanttobathandgetto

workassoonaspossible"

Shechuckledandheadedtothedoor. 

Happy:"Bathroomisthedoorwiththepinkflower.

Byegoldendick"sheclosedthedoor.

YesterdayaftertheboyfriendactingcareersI

suggestedwegofordrinkswhichIregretsomuch

rightnow.

Itrulyneededsomethingstrongyesterdayafter

"whatareyouintentionsaboutmydaughter"

questions.Iamaverybadliar,somequestionswere

toomuchIwantedtoconfessamnotyether

boyfriend.

Happy:"Thatwasquick.Ifixedyouthislunchbox.

Thisisahangovershake.ThankyouforyesterdayI

reallyappreciateit" 



Me:"Itsnothingsweetheart."Itookthelunchboxand

ashake."Thankyouforthis.I'llbringyourglasson

Friday" 

Happy:"AmgoingtoFreeStatetomorrowmorning.

I'llreturnnextweekThursday" 

Me:'Visitingboyfriend?"Shesnortlaughed. 

Happy:"Ohplease.Ammeeting7clientsand

shooting4scenes"she'sanactresstoo. 

Me:"Ohh.I'llcallyou" 

Happy:"Itsquarterto11"

Ichuckledandwalkedout.IfIcouldIwouldtakeher

anywherewithme.Shecarrythathappinessvibe

anditscontagious.

•••

[Quinton]

"Saguqukasajikasathiphathaphathaohyiyomama

yiyoma,sathiphathaphatha"

Idraggedmyselftothedoor.Iopened.Shehadno

careintheworld. 



Me:"Canyoupleasekeepitdown?"

Shecontinueddancingandsingingthereonthe

stove."Hello?"IwavedthenIrealizedshehas

earpieceson.Iwalkedtowardsthekitchenspace.I

pulledthechairandsatdown. 

Kylie:"Finallyyou'reawake.Goodmorningsleepy

head" 

Me:"Whattimeisit?" 

Kylie:"Closeto11" 

Me:"Andyouthoughtitsbesttodisturbmysleep

burstmyeardrums?"Shelaughed.

Kylie:"WasItooloud?" 

Me:"Yesandwhyonearthareyoulisteningto

Mariam?Areyou50orsomething?" 

Kylie:"Youmybosshavenoideawhatgoodmusic

is." 

Me:"AndIthinkamcoolwiththat.Where'sthe

decorator?"Shestoppeddishingandstaredatme. 

Kylie:"Shehasaname.HernameisYolishortfor



Yolanda" 

Me:"Ok.Youcan'tblameyounevertoldmeher

name.Iwouldliketogoandseetheprogress" 

Kylie:"She'sgoodatit.Iwantyoutogoseeitwhen

it'salldone.Todayshe'sdoing3guestrooms.She's

donewiththefirstonealready.AllIcansayisyou

mightstartsendingthatinvitationtoTopBilling" 

Me:"You'rejustveryfondofherthat'sall.OnFridayI

amgoingthere."

Kylie:"Quintontrustme" 

Me:"Notwhenyou'reinlovewithMoli" 

Kylie:"Yo-li" 

Me:"Whatever"

Itooktheplateoffoodandstartedeating. 

Me:"whyareyouonpyjamas?" 

Kylie:"BecauseIslepthere.Yoli-" 

Me:"Hhaiareyouguyslesbians?" 

Kylie:"Whatifweare?" 



Me:"WhataboutRaymond"shelaughedandshook

herhead. 

Kylie:"We'renotlesbianbathong.Justeat"

Shewalkedofftothemasterroom.

IamreluctanttocallCharlietoinvestigatethis

Vilakazigirl.Iamscaredtocomeintotermswiththe

truth,becuaseifsheishersisterKhulemightwant

touseherinawrongwaytogetPhilaback...

•••

[Khethelo]

"Youbetteropenthisgate.Ihave4bigmacsand

rockmysoul"

She'sGodlysent. 

Me:"Amoisatthegate" 

Khule:"ShouldIdisappear?" 

Me:"No."Itookthehousecontroltabletandopened

thegateforher. 

Khule:"Bongaarrivedathalfpastelevenatwork.He

wasoutdrinking.WhodrinksonaSunday?" 



Me:"Heprobablyhadsomethingbotheringhim" 

Khule:"HimandTyleraretheonlyoneswithoutany

troubles.Hewasoutwith"ourfuturedaughterinlaw"

Ilaughed. 

Me:"Hetoldyouallthat?"Hechuckled. 

Khule:"Yes.DidMthocall?" 

Me:"Hetextedme.He'sprobablyonhiswayback

now"

Amo:"Ijustwannabepregnantalloveragain.Icould

killtogetfootrubs" 

Me:"Aisuka.Howareyou?"I

Amo:"Amgoodandtired.MrDubeyou'redoingan

amazingjob" 

Khule:"Thankyou"hisphonerang,Imovedmyfeet

offhim.Hegotupandwalkedout. 

Amo:"Here'syourfood.Ihadtoputitinawonder

bagsoitwon'tgetcold" 

Me:"AndyouwonderwhyIloveyousomuch"Itook

abigchunk,IfeltmytonguedoaMadiba.



Khule:"ThatwasMtho,hiscarbrokedownnowI

havetofetchhim"heseriouslycallsthatthinga

car? 

Me:"Pleasehurrybeforethugskillhim" 

Khule:"Andstealmycar.WhatwouldIbe?"Hesaid

takinghiskeys.Heneedsprayer.

Amospreadherlegscomfortablyonthecouch. 

Amo:"WhenlastdidyouspeakorvisitLelo?" 

Me:'SinceIcamefromhospitalI'vebeenonlyto

churchbutwespokeyesterday" 

Amo:"Seenherkids?" 

Me:"No.Iseverythingokay?" 

Amo:"IknowIshouldn'tbetellingyouthisbutZac

lovesCalvinsomuchhegetsdepressedwhenheis.

Iseriouslycannotdealwithadepressedhusband.

Wearetalkingwomantowoman.Haveyouever

seenhim?" 

Me:"Who?" 

Amo:"Calvin"Ishookmyhead.Sheclearedher



throatandhandedmeherphone. 

Me:"Isthishim?"Shenodded."Hedoesn'tlooklike

thetypetogetdepressed" 

Amo:"Hisspeciesdoesn't.Hewasraisedbyfoster

parents.Youknowhowfosterkidsbecomeonce

theygetolderandwishforthingstheycan'tafford,

at16hestartedrunningthestreetsgamethey

disownedhim.Hefoundanewfosterhomebefore

hecouldturn18.Luckilythosewerethemost

patientpeopleever.Theyneverhadchildren.They

neededsomeonetocarryontheirlegacywhenthey

die.Theytookhimbacktoschooltofinishmatric.

HefoundLelo.Fromthereonhebeganleadinga

straightforwardlife.Hisparentspaidforhis

weddingat21yearswhenhehadhisfirstchild.He

wasdoinghis3rdyearatbusinessschool.Then

boomhisfosterfatherdiscoveredhehasason,do

yourememberthemafiafromZimbabwethat

AdvocateDubedemolished?"

Me:"Madonna?" 

Amo:"Yesthatone.Heisthesonthatwas



discovered.Tylercleanedhimout.Thestate

confiscatedeverything,evenhisdogandwife.You

knowhowtightbrotherhoodisright?Whenyouboth

alwaysreachoutforoneanother"Inodded.This

storywasgettingdeeperanddeeper."Yes...soThe

mafiabrotheraskedCalvintotakeTylerout.The

Estcourtshooting"Ichokedonmydrink. 

Me:"What?" 

Amo:"Drinkupandcalmdown"

Me:"How?My"friends"husbandtriedtokillmy

brotherinlaw.Mysisterdiedthere.Amogelangdid

youlietomeaboutTamiabeingtheone-" 

Amo:"Amstillexplaining" 

Me:"NoAmo.Ithinkyouneedtoleave.You

protectedhimandsaiditwasTamia.Ican'tbelieve

actuallytrustedyou."Itookmyphoneandheaded

upout. 

Amo:"Hedidn'tdoit.Hismenarrivedlateonthe

scene"

Sheshoutedbehindme. 



Me:"Howconvenient" 

Amo:"IhavenoreasontolietoyouKhetheloplease

believeme"

Me:"No"

Idon'tknowwhenwillIeverhealfromthis.The

thoughtofitalwaysfreshenthewoundandnowthat

I'vejustheardthis.Ican't...Ijustcan't.

Amo:"AmsosorryKhethelodon'tcry"

Ikeptkickingmyfeetonthewater."Chloewasshot

withHK33youknowright?.CalvinmenhadMP5s

andasniperrifles.Iswearonallmychildren'slivesI

amtellingthetruth.

Me:"Ithinkyoushouldleavenow" 

Amo:"Calvinfoundhisbirthmother.Shetoldhimhis

fatherisMphangiseniDubefromEstcourt.Itturned

outthatisyourfatherinlaw"

Iheardherheelsclickaway...

[Katlego]

Iputthekidsontheplayroomandwenttothe



laundryroomtoputclothesonthemachine.

Ifelthispresenceheavyonshoulders. 

Chris:"Youcan'tkeepavoidingme.Weliveinthe

samehouse" 

Me:"Yourfoodisinthewarmer" 

Chris:"Yourmotherisdownstairs"

Ichuckled.Ireallycan'tbelievehimrightnow. 

Me:"She'syourvisitornotmine" 

Chris:"Sheisyourmother" 

Me:"Ifyoucouldjuststopforcingherdownmy

throatallwouldbebetter.Haveyourealizedhow

sourthishomehasbecome?Ifmymotherwanteda

relationshipwithmeshewould'velongcame." 

Chris:"AllIwantismarriagewithblessingsbut

you'retooselfishtorealize.Youhateyourmother

morethanyouvalueourrelationship.Iamno

differentfromasingleman"

Hewalkedout.Isatdownonachair.GodknowsI

needstrengthtofacethatwoman...



•••

[Khule]

Ifoundhimlookinglikeawetchicken.Ihornedand

pulledup.

HerantomeandhuggedmesoonasIopenedthe

door.Ican'trecallasingletimeIeverhuggedmy

father.Heletgo. 

Mtho:"Pleaseneverletmedrivemethatthingever

again" 

Me:"Thisisaverypreciouscaryoucan'tcallita

"thing" 

Mtho:"Itdied.Iwasasgentleasyoutoldmetobe

butitjuststartedmakingweirdsounds" 

Me:"Youprobablysteppedharderonthebreak" 

Mtho:"Isiteveninsured?" 

Me:"Stopcallinghim'it'.Andyeshe'sinsured" 

Mtho:"Good.CanIhavewater?" 

Me:"ThereisPoweradeandcigarettes" 



Mtho:"I'lltakethePoweradethanks"

Theinsurancecompanyarrived.Isignedthe

unnecessarypaperworkandtheyleftwithhim. 

Mtho:"CanIdrivethisbeast?" 

Me:"No.Getattheback" 

Mtho:"Imissmymother" 

Me:"Thosemommy'sboytendenciesmightlandyou

toaboot"

Hegotin.Ididtoo.Ifeltasharppainbeneathmy

leftbreast. 

Mtho:"Areyouokay?" 

Me:"Yeah,yeahamfine"

Istartedthecar.Iblinkedafewtimes,myeyes

becamecloudy.Irubbedthemafewtimes.My

visionbecameblurrywithtime 

Me:"Somethingiswrongwithmyeyes" 

Mtho:"Whatdoyoumeansomethingiswrongwith

youreyes.Pullup"



IjuststoppedthecarIcouldn'tseeaheadanymore.I

feltahandtouchmyface. 

Mtho:"Youcan'tseeme,canyou?" 

Me:"Ionlyseeadarkshadow" 

Mtho:"Itshim...He'sdoingthistoyou"hesaid

soundinglikehe'scrying.Myeyesstartedfeelinglike

someoneispokingthemwithneedles.Igroaned.

Me:"Driveustothehospital" 

Mtho:"NoamdrivingtoMatatazela.He'sabigwitch

Dr." 

Me:"MthobisiIsaidhospital!"

Mtho:"Mayemayeisjustanhourawaybaba.This

isn'tawesternmedicalmatter.Thisishowmom's

boybestfrienddied"

Icouldn'tgiveashithowwhodied.Ijustneeded

urgentassistant.Thepainwasfreakinunbearable...

[2/26,06:38]Zozaness:Chapter20

•••

[Narrated]



Amo:"IwenttotheDube'syesterday"shesaid

sittingdownbeforethedressingtable.Sheturnedto

Zac'sdirectionwhenshereceivednoresponse.

"Zac?"

Heraisedhiseyesfromthephone. 

Zac:"Mylove" 

Amo:"Wecan'tcontinuelivinglikethis.YesI

understandthatCalvinmeansalottoyoubutthisis

toomuch" 

Zac:"Amsorry.IwaslookingatBanzi'sschoolfees.

Youweresaying?" 

Amo:"IwenttotheDubesyesterday.ItoldKhethelo

everything.Shedidnottakeitsowellshetoldmeto

leave" 

Zac:"Youdidn'thavetogothere" 

Amo:"IamtiredoflivingwithazombieZac."She

pausedforasecond."Tellmesomething,wereyou

somehowinvolvedinthisshooting?"

Heclearedhisthroat.Amobrieflyclosedhereyes.

"Zac,whatifCalvin'speoplearrivedfirstthereand



startedtheshooting.Wouldyouhavebeenableto

livewithyourselftoknowyoukilledaninnocent

pregnantwoman?" 

Zac:"Buttheyarrivedlatedidn'tthey?" 

Amo:"That'snotthepoint!Ithoughtyouweredone

withthiskillinglife.Doyourealizethedangeryou're

puttingourchildrenunder?" 

Zac:"Amsorryokay" 

Amo:"Amlateforwork"

Shetookherbagandpurseandwalkedout...

•••

[Quinton]

Itfeltlikeamdreamingbutthevibrationtickledme

intoopeningmyeyes.

Itstoppedringing.Ireachedforitundermystomach.

ThereweretonsofmissedcallsfromKhethelo.My

girlsmustbesick.Icalledherback.

Shepickedupafterquitesometime.Shesniffed.

Khethelo:"Hey" 



Me:"Areyouokay?"Shesniffedagain.She'scrying.I

satuponmybutt. 

Me:"Iseverythingokay?" 

Khethelo:"He'ssick,he...he'slosthissight.Idon't

knowwhattodoQuinton" 

Me:"Who'ssick?"IheardMamkhuluspeakingonthe

background."GiveMamkhuluthephone"

Mamkhulu:"Ndodana" 

Me:"Mama,whatisgoingon?"Shetookadeep

sigh. 

Mamkhulu:"Theevilspiritsneverrest.Khulekanihas

losthissight.Idon'tknowwhatishappeninginthis

home." 

Me:"Iwillseeyoualllater"

Ihungup.Ijustsattherestaringatthewallahead.

Iwasbroughtbacktotheworldofthelivingbya

knockatthedoor.

Igotoffthebedandwenttoopen.Shelookedsad

orwhateverthatexpressionwas. 



Nkule:"Khethelocalledme.Icametocheckifyou're

okay" 

Me:"Youdidn'thavetobutthanks.Howareyou?"

Iclosedthebedroomdoorandweheadedforthe

lounge.

TherewasYolionthekitchenarea. 

Me:"MorningMaVilakazi" 

Yoli:"MorningMnumzaneDubeandyoutooMiss

Nkule" 

Me:"Mrsactually" 

Yoli:"Ohmybad.JustpretendamnothereI'llbe

doneinaminuteanyway"

Sheputherearphonesbackintoears.Webothtook

aseatonthecouch.

Nkule:"Youguysareroomiesnow?" 

Me:"Yeah" 

Nkule:"Andyouletherusethemainbedroom?" 

Me:"Uhmyes" 



Nkule:"She'sspecialisn'tshe?" 

Me:"Idon'tknowwhatthatmeansbuteveryhelpful

womaninmylifeisspecial.Didyoufindthecrib?" 

Nkule:"YesIdid.Ijustpoppedbytocheckuponyou

butIseeyoudon'tneedmerightnowsinceyougot

company.AreyougoingtoJo'burg?" 

Me:"Yes,laterthough.Thanksforstoppingby" 

Nkule:"Itwasonlyapleasure"

Shestoodupandheadedforthedoor.

Iwentbacktotheroom.IfoundatextfromBonga.

'Thisisaminorthingbabadon'tcrackyourheadup.

Itsnothingamixofherbscan'tfix'

Icalledhim.Itrangunanswered.Imadethebedand

wenttoshowerthenjoinedYoliatthelounge. 

Me:"Youoversleptdidn'tyou?" 

Yoli:"Yessir!Idon'tknowifyoueateggsbutImade

someforyou" 

Me:"Excusememissbutdoyourealizethatthis

fridgeisfullofmygrocery"shegiggled.Irantothe



sinktospititout."Whatonearthisthis?" 

Shelookedmydirection.Shefrownedthenloosened

up. 

Yoli:"Thatisicedgreentea.Ifounditonthefridge" 

Me:"Kyliemust'vemadethis.Ittasteslikeacorpse"

shelaughed. 

Yoli:"There'sjuiceinthefridge" 

Me:"Whyareyoudrinkingitlikeit'snice" 

Yoli:"PeoplehavedifferenttastebudsMrDube"

Whateverman.Thisthingtastesawful.Myphone

rang.Iclosedthefridgeandreachedforit. 

Me:"Khehla" 

Bonga:"HheyDube.Whattimeshouldweexpectyou

here?"

Me:"Ishegettingworse?" 

Bonga:"There'satwistonourancestors.Ican't

connectwithmyspirits." 

Me:"HavetheycalledNdosi?" 



Bonga:"Yes." 

Me:"Uh...I'llbookaflightrightnowandIwillbethere

assoonaspossible" 

Bonga:"Thankyou"

Ihungup. 

Yoli:"Areyouokay?"Ididn'tevennoticeshe's

standingbeforeme. 

Me:"Khulekaniisn'twell.IhavetogotoJo'burg.

Whatdoyouguysusetogotothehouse?" 

Yoli:"Uber" 

Me:"Iwillleavemycarkeysyoucanusemycar"

Itookmyfoodandaglassofjuicetothe

bathroom....

•••

[Khethelo]

Istoodbythedoorwatchinghinflinch.Iwasn't

allowedtobewithhimasaresultthatthetwinsmy

inheritthebadspirit.Iwantedtoholdhimcloseand

comforthim.



Myeyeswereswollenandpainfulfromallthecrying

Ididlastnight.Wheneverthebadspiritsfeelslike

visitinganyhometheyalwayschoosethishome.

Everything,it'salwaysus.

Haven'tweenduredenoughalready?Imeanayear

agoweburied12ofourlovedones.Godshould've

madesureweneversufferanypainsincefromthat

tragedy.

Insteadwesufferedmorebutitsenoughnow.This

iswhyIdidn'twantachild.Nochildismeantto

witnessallthetraumathatgoesoninthisfamily.

Mamkhulu:"Makoti"Iquicklywipedmytearsand

turnedtoher. 

Me:"Ma?"Sheputherhandonmyshoulderas

comfort. 

Mamkhulu:"Heisgoingtobefine.Ndosiisgoingto

arriveandhealwaysknowswhattodo" 

Me:"Ican'tstandtoseehiminpain"Ihonestlycan't.

He'smybigbaby,nowifewantstoseeherbigbaby

inpain. 



Mamkhulu:"Goandliedown.Theselittleanimals

insidetheredon'trespondtoowellonstress."

Me:"Lyingdownisgoingtodrivemecrazy" 

Mamkhulu:"Gowatcht.v.downstairs.Iwilltakecare

ofhim"

Thetripletsarrivedsleepingandtheyhadnotwoken

up.Itwould'vebeenbetteriftheywereawake.They

knowhowtokeepmebusy.Chasingafterthem

relievesstress.

Itookonelastlookathim.Hewasn'tmoaning

anymore.

MyphonerangasIclimbeddownthestairs.Ihave

beenignoringhercallssincefromlastnight.

Iwaitedforittostopringing.Iwenttomakeasalad

inthekitchen.

"Heybabes.Justsawyourmissedcalls"Isenttoher.

Ihonestlydidn'tknowwhattosaytoher,Iwasstill

digestingwhatAmotoldme.Ihatedeveryminuteof

myliferightnow.IwishedIcouldjustsleepand

neverwakeup.



Lelo:"Iseverythingokay?" 

Me:"No.Khulekaniissick" 

Lelo:"Amsosorry.Isheinhospital?" 

Me:"Nohe'shereitsancestralrelated"

HereIamoversharing.

Lelo:"Wellstopbylateron.Weneedtotalk" 

Notheragain.

Me:"Noproblem"

Iputmyphoneawayandatemysaladfightingback

tears.

IwishIhadahomeandabunchofpeoplewho

cares.Samdoesbutitsnotenough.Iwantasolid

home,whereIcanrunto,tocry.Ireallywish...

•••

[Emi]

IsloweddownmypacewhenIsawhimleaning

againstmycar,anklescrossedandaburning

cigaretteonhishand.



HescannedmeasIstoodbeforehimwithplastics

onmyhands. 

Me:"CanIpleasegetin?" 

Hejustlookedatmeandcontinuedsmoking."Jason

IdonothavealldayIhavetorushhome" 

Hesmirkedandtossedthecigaretteonthefloor

withoutanyintentionsofkillingit. 

Jason:"Soyouthoughtitsbetteryousendyourlittle

boyfriendtothreatenme?"Thesmirkhadn'tlefthis

mouth.Whatishetalkingabout? 

Me:"ThesooneryougetitintoyourthickskullthatI

don'thaveaboyfriend,thebetter.Amreallystarting

togetpissedwithyoufollowingmearound.Ifyou

knowwhatisgoodforyou,youwillstopactinglikea

psychoandseekhelpcauseyouneedhelpJason" 

Jason:"You'rethehelpthatIneed" 

Me:"Wakeupandsmellthecoffee,we'redone.

Therewillneverbeusagain.Focusongetting

better"

Hejuststaredatmeandmoveeawayfromthecar.



Helitanothercigarette,Iunlockedthecarandput

groceriesattheback. 

Jason:"Keepwell"

Igotinandstartedtheengine."TellKhantostayout

ofmybusiness"headdedandwalkedaway.Itooka

deepsighanddroveoff...

•••

[Chris]

Weallgatheredinthelounge.Allofuswearing

jacketsonthishotweather.Thesunwasaboutto

setanyminutefromnow.

BabNdodaarrivedwithNdosi,alongwithKhanyisani.

Khulekaniwasn'tgettinganybetter.Hekept

groaningandmoaning,enoughforustostresseven

more.NowthatNdosiwashereIhadhopethatheis

goingtofindoutwhateveritisthatismakinghim

sick.

Hebeganwithhisroutinetoconnectwiththe

ancestors. 

Ndosi:"Pleasecloseyoureyes.Weneedtopray



first"

Wedidassummoned.Theprayertooklongerthan

expected.

Ndosicalleduponourancestorswhileburning

incense.

Ndosi:"Babathere'sasonmissinghere" 

Ibroughtmyheadupandcounted. 

BabNdoda:"Theyareallhere" 

Ndosi:"Noheisnothere.Myspiritstellsmethat

thereisasonoutthere.Mphangiseni'sson.Heis

wonderingonabush.He'stryingtofindhisway

homebutthere'sahugerockstoppinghim" 

Quinton:"Canwelookatthatlater?Let'sfocuson

thematterathand"

Ndosiroared. 

Ndosi:"Yourancestorsblockedthisboyfrom

accessingthembecausetheyknewyouwouldn't

listentohim.NoonehasbewitchedKhulekani.Your

fatheriscommunicatingwithyouthroughthis.He

wantsyoutogooutthereandlookforyourbrother



becausehewillnotbeabletomakeithereonhis

own" 

Me:"Andwhereoneartharewesupposedtofind

him?" 

Quinton:"Thisiscrazy-" 

BabNdoda:"Quinton" 

Quinton:"Chababa.Wherearewegoingtofindhim?

Whycan'tbabamoveoffthatrockandleadhisson

home?Whydowealwayshavetosuffer?He'ssick,

he'sinpain.Howlongisitgoingtotakeustofind

thatdamnsonwhenKhuleisheredying?"Hewas

crying.Iclenchedmyjaws.

Emikepthimdown. 

Ndosi:"Thisisalltheytoldme.Iguessyouareought

tofindhimonyourown.Ifyoudragfeet,hewilltalk

throughsomeoneelseagain.Itwon'tbefriendly"he

packedhisthingsandfoldedhistinymatand

walkedout.

Wesatincompletesilence. 

Katlego:"AmgoingtocheckuponKhethelo"she



wasn'twell.Shethengotupandheadedupstairs. 

Tyler:"Babasaysomething" 

BabNdoda:"I'dbelyingtoyoumychildrenifIsaidI

haveanyideaaboutthisson" 

Quinton:"Thisisabsolutenonsense.Whycouldn'the

justtellBonga"

BabNdoda:"Youwouldn'thavelistenedtohimjust

likeyouaren'tlisteningtoNdosi.Rightnowthere

shouldbechaoscalli-"

Weheardaloudscreamcomingfromupstairs.

Weallgotupinunison.Irushedtherewiththem

followingbehind.

Ifoundheronthedoorcrying.Shepointedat

Khethelo.Irushedather.Shehadfoamcomingout

ofhermouth.

Icalledhername.Shewasn'tmoving.Herfacewas

calledasice.IclosedmyeyesandprayedasIsent

myfingerstohernecktofeelthepulse.

Me:"Tylergetmemystethoscopeonthebackseat" 



Mamkhulukneltbesidemeandtouchedherallover

thenshestartedcrying.

KatlegojustranoutsobbingwhileEmiandKhethiwe

heldontoeachothercrying.Isawmytearslend

downonherarm.

Ifeltataponmyshoulder.IturnedtoTyler.Itook

thestethoscopeandplaceditunderneathher

breast. 

Tyler:"Tellmeyoucanheartheheartbeat"

Ikeptmyheaddown.HowdoIturnandtellhim

there'snopulsenorheartbeat...

[2/26,06:38]Zozaness:TheDubeLegacyreloaded

ChapterTwentyOne

•••

[Narrated]

KhumbulanistoodafarobservingtheDube

householdwhereeveryDubeindividualhadavailed

themselvestocelebratethebirthofthetwins.



Thesunwasyettodisappearbackhome.Helooked

atthebombmonitorathishandandsmiledalone.

Hetookouthiscellphoneandlookedatthetime

firstbeforedailingMthobisi'sphone.

Itwentthroughvoicemail.Heslidthephonebackat

hispocketandpressedtheredbuttondown.The

Dubehouseblewoutinflames.Theneighborhood

alarmswentoff.HegotinhisnewMercedesBenz

C63coupeanddroveofffeelingsuperior.

TheEnd

[2/26,06:38]Zozaness:ChapterTwentyOne

•••

3dayslater. 

[KHULE]

Thishousehasneverfeltsocoldandsoemptylike

itdoesrightnow.Itdoesn'tfeellikehome.ItslikeI

justwalkedinintoanabandonedghosthouse.

Iplacedthecarkeysonthecounteranddrankwater.

Ileanedagainstthecupboardandlookedup.IwishI

couldstopthesetearsfromfalling.Iwishheavens



couldhearmeandsympathizewithme.Iwishsome

couldcomealongandtakeawaythispaininmy

heart.

Thepast3daysI'vebeentryingsohardtokeepit

togetherformywifeandmykids.Ineededtocome

hereandcryopenly,nothidinginbathrooms.

Myphonerang.Idrankwateragainandtookitout.It

wasQuinton,Ianswered.

Quinton:"Mtakababa.IjustarrivedattheHospital

withPeterson.Whereareyou?"

Me:"Amathome.Icametofreshenupandpack

someclothes"

Quinton:"Yougotthisman.Iknowitshardbutyou

havetostaystrongforthesakeofthem" 

Me:"Amtryingman,Ireallyambutitshard." 

Quinton:"Comebackassoonasyoufinish

fresheningup.IamgoingtoconfirmPeterson's

arrivalwithmanagement" 

Me:"Iwillseeyoulater"

Ihungupandwentupstairstobath...



•••

[Bonga]

OnlythisDubeclanwasmadetoallthethings

moneycanbuybutlacktwothings:Happinessand

Peace.

Iamsoangryathowthiscallinghasbeenfailingto

doit'sduties.Ithasn'tevenbeen2monthssincewe

buriedmamChloebutrightnowwe'refacinga

matteroflifeanddeath.AnunconsciousMam

Khetheloand2prematurebabies,ofwhichonethem

hasanunstableheart.Somuchishappeningat

onceitsalottotakein.

BababeingBabahetoldustocarryonwithourdaily

livesandnotdwellonmom'scondition.Hewasright,

thiscompanyneedsalltheattentionitcouldget

afterithasbeenveryneglectedlately.

IstartledwhenIheardtheringingsoundofthe

phone.Iuntangleditfromtheholder. 

Me:"MrDube'sofficegoodmorning" 

Glade:"MrDubeyouhaveavisitorhere,Happiness



Mngomezuluthere'snoappointmentbutshe's

insistingoncomingin.Couldyoupleasecomeout?" 

Me:"UhmpleasesendherinIamnotbusyanyway"

Glade:"Areyousure?" 

Me:"Certain" 

Glade:"Ok."

Iputthephonedown.Thedoorslowlyopened.She

appearedandsmiled. 

Me:"Pleaseclose"shedidandwalkedtowardsthe

visitorschair. 

Happy:"Shamepoorthing.Howareyoupancake?"

That'smynewname.AndyesIamfriendzonedhere

andIdon'tmind. 

Me:"Amgood.Aren'tyousupposedtobeinFree

State?" 

Happy:"IambutIhadtocheckuponyou.Iwillfly

backintheevening"Ismiled. 

Me:"Thankyou.Ireallyappreciateit." 

Happy:"Don'tsweatit.Howisshethough?" 



Isighed. 

Me:"Stillthesame" 

Happy:"Andthekids?" 

Me:"Theyaregoodbuttheotheronehasaproblem.

WithallourprayersIhavefaiththeywillmakeit

through." 

Happy:"TheyWill.Ican'tbegintoimaginewhatyou

guysaregoingthrough"

Me:"Areyoucrying?"Shereachedforthetissueand

wipedhereyes."Happy?" 

Happy:"Amsorryitsjustthat..."shestoppedand

cried.

Igotupandwalkedaroundtoher. 

Me:"Comehere"shegotupandIhuggedher. 

Happy:"Theirmothershouldbelookingafterthem

ormaybestillcarryingthem." 

Me:"Everythingwillbefine.Youdonothaveto

stressaboutthis"shemovedoffmeandsniffed. 

Happy:"ItsbecausemaybeIknowthepainof



growingupwithoutamotherwhowentthroughthe

samething" 

Me:"AmsorryIhadnoidea.IthoughtMrs

Mngomezuluisyourmother,youguyssharequitea

bond"shechuckled. 

Happy:"Sheisbutnotbiologicalone.Mymother

passedon3monthsaftergivingbirthtome.She

hadbeeninthecomaallthatlong.Thefirst10years

ofmylifewereamess,mydadcouldn'ttakeher

passingin.Hestarteddrinkingandbroughta

girlfriendhomewhomdidnotseemeasachildbut

ratherarobot.ThenwhenIwas14hefoundmom,I

didn'tlikeheratfirstbutasshekeptontryingI

realisedshe'sagoodpersonandhereweare,best

friends.Ijustdon'twishforanychildtogrowup

withoutamother" 

Me:"MamKhetheloisafighter.Shewillfight

through.It'salmost12,whatarewehavingfor

lunch?" 

Happy:"AnythingthatisnotgreasyI'mtryingtodiet,

graduationisaroundthecorner.Idon'twant



headlinestobelike:TheCEOofDubeconstructions

BongaDubewithanAmoebaashisgraduation

date." 

Me:"Iloveyoujustthewayyouare"Isaidwipingoff

theteardroponhercheekwhileshestaredrightat

me."You'reperfect."

Sheblushedandsenthereyesdown.

Happy:"Whyareyouwearingflops?" 

Me:"Itshot" 

Shegiggled. 

Happy:"Yourdadshould'vegivensomeoneelsethis

job.Youdon'ttakeitseriously" 

Me:"Ido.Iamjustnotaclosedshoefan.Iusually

eatNandosbutyoucanordersomethingelse" 

Happy:"Areyoukiddingme?Theirgrilledchicken

goeswellwithgreensalad." 

Me:"Okgoodthen" 

Happy:"MayIsitnow?" 

Me:"Yesyoumay"shegiggledandsatdown.Wasn't



shecryingjustaminuteago?

IsentsisGladealistofthefoodIwouldlikeherto

orderforme.Shehadherhandsonhercheeks,

staringatmeasItyped.Shelikesme...

•••

[Mthobisi]

IamnotifIwantedtohaveanotherfamily.Asmuch

asdaddyChrishasreassuredmethattheyalways

goingthroughsuchdevastatingthingsIcouldn'thelp

butfeelresponsibleforeverythingthatishappening.

DaddyKhulelosthissightthenmommyKhethelo

wasfoundlyingonthefloorunconsciousthen

suddenlydaddyKgainedhissightback.Theysayits

ancestralrelatedbutIfeellikeKhumbulaniisdoing

allthis.

Myphonerang,takingmebacktotheworldofthe

living.ItwasmommyKatlego. 

Me:"Hello" 

Her:"Youdidn'tbreakfast.Didyouevenleavethat

room?" 



Me:"Uhmyes.Iatecerealnottheoneyouprepared" 

Her:"Ok.Comelunchisready" 

Me:"Thankyou.I'mcoming"

Ihungupandwalkedout.

Ifoundherandthebabies.IhonestlywishIhada

classtoday.ThisistheseconddepressingFriday

I'vehadthisyear. 

Me:"Howarethey?" 

Her:"ThetwinsarefightingbutKhethelo"shetooka

deepsigh."Stillnochange" 

Me:"IwonderifourprayersevenreachGod" 

Her:"Theydobaby.Theydo.Iboughtpizzaandfried

chicken.Doyoueatit?" 

Me:"YesIdo."Iplayedwiththetriplets.IwishIwas

them.They'rehappyandcluelessofwhat's

happeningaroundthem.

Myphonealerted.Itwasanemailfrommymother.

'IjustreceivedanemailfromChris.Iamflyingback

tonight.Areyouokay?Iseveryoneokay?'



Hersoftheartwon'tlethertreatanyonelessthan

family.

'Everyoneisgood.ItsjustdaddyKwho'shavingit

bad.Therestofusarestayingstrong.Ican'twaitto

seeyou'

MomKat:"Here.Iwillbeupstairsdoingalittle

cleaning.Shalltheygiveyouaproblem,givethem

pacifiers"Ichuckled. 

Me:"Theynevergiveanyoneproblems"

Shesmiledandwalkedoff. 

Me:"Okguys.Don'ttouchthet.v."

Theyweren'tevenpayingattentiontheywerebusy

withtheirdrumsticks.Idon'tthinkitsnormalhow

muchtheylovemeat...

•••

[Emi]

IcouldblameitonstressifIwantbutdeepdownI

knowIwantedittohappenbutnotgoasfarasit

wentbutIdonotregretit.Itwasgreat,ithadall

kindsofemotions.HeevenutteredtheLwordam



stillnotsureifhewassayingittomeortomy

vagina.

Ihaven'tseenorheardfromtheLooneyJason

NzimaandallIcansayisI'vebeenconsumingfresh

air.Theonlystressthathasbeenweighingmedown

isKhethelobutIknowshe'safighterandshewill

pullthrough.

Iheardalightknock.Itsonlyday2todaybeingina

relationshipandI'vealreadytaughthimthatitspolite

toknock. 

Me:"Comein"hepeepedhisbigheadinfirst.I

staredathim.Thisishis3rdvisittoday. 

Khan:"Isitsafetocomein?" 

Me:"Ifyouhavefoodwithyou.Yes"hechuckledand

gotin.HehadflowersonhisleftandKFCbagonhis

righthand. 

Me:"Arethoseflowersfromyourofficegarden?" 

Helookedatthem. 

Khan:"Yes.SpeciallypickedforyoumyQueen"he

handedthemover. 



Me:"ThankyouSir.Ithoughtweweregoingtobe

privateaboutourthing" 

Khan:"Itotallyforgot.Butthisisaprivatefloor.I

boughtyouaBoxmasterandzingerwings" 

Me:"Aww.Thankyou" 

Khan:"Itsnothingsweetheart.Haveyoucalled

home?" 

Me:"YesIcalledQuintonabout15minutesago." 

Khan:"Ifeelsorryforhim.Thepainofseeingyour

childconnectedtothosepipes.Areyougonnagoto

theHospitalafterwork?" 

Me:"Ihaveto.Haveyoueverhadasimilar

experience?" 

Khan:"Yes.Khweziwasprematurelydelivered"

Yeshehasa6yearoldson.Averysuccessfulbaby

mama.Heis29andstillwouldn'ttellmehisname.I

don'treallylikethelifethatincludesbabymamas

butIamwillingtocompromise. 

Me:"Oh.Butyoucannevertellhe'ssobigand

beautiful"hechuckled. 



Khan:"Theyalwaysgrowtobethehealthiest.Look

babyIhaveameetinginfewminutes,letmegetmy

kissandvanish"hewalkedovertome. 

Me:"Someonemightwalkin" 

Khan:"Fuckthem"Igiggled. 

Me:"You'renothinglikemyboss" 

Khan:"That'sbecauseammadlyinlovewithyouand

happythatyouagreedtobemine.Idosmilewith

peopleIlove"Ievenforgothewasagrumpyfrog,

havingusonourtoesfornogoodreason.

Webrieflykissed. 

Me:"GoIwanttoeat" 

Khan:"Byemylove"hekissedmyforehead."Ilove

you" 

Me:"Really?" 

Khan:"Yes.Bye" 

Me:"WellIloveyoutoo" 

Khan:"Veewillbringyourslash"



Me:"Ok"

Heclosedthedoorleavingmesmilinglikeanidiot.

Vee:"Lookathershe'sinMars.YouknowKhan

shouldjustdoublemysalarycauseInowhavetwo

bosses" 

Me:"Whoisthesecondone?"Sheputtheslush

downandsatonthedesk.

Vee:"You.Makesureyoukeepwipescloserjustso

youcanwipethelipstickoffthepoorman'slipsafter

kissinghim" 

Me:"Whatareyoutalkingaboutnow?" 

Vee:"TheredlipstickthatKhanalmostwalkedin

withtothemeeting" 

Me:"Andyouassuminghewaskissedbyme?" 

Vee:"WhenIgavehimtheflowersandfoodhewas

clean.Hecamehereandwalkedoutlookinglikehe

wascoloredbyagrade1learner"Ilaughed. 

Me:"Youjustwishforustodate" 

Vee:"GirlyousleptatBryanstonlastnight.Icamein



themorningbringinghimformstosignIsawyour

baginthelounge" 

Me:"Itcould'vebeenanyone's" 

Vee:"Truebutthatonewasthisone"welaughed.

She'ssonosey. 

Me:"Nothingishappeningthough" 

Vee:"Emi.You'rethekindofwomanIlikeformy

boss.Hehadn'taskedawomanoutinages.He's

beenallaboutworkbutyoucamearoundand

changedthat.He'shappy.Heneverswitchesonthe

radioinhisofficebutyesterdayhedidanddanced

almosteverytimehegotuptogetsomething.Don't

breakhisheart"shegotoffthedesk. 

Me:"AisukamarnVee.Bye"

Shesmiledandwalkedout.Ifeltabitofguiltwhen

shesaidthelastpart.WhatifIfailtolovehimthe

wayheexpectsmetoandthatbreakshisheart?...

•••

[Narrated]

Quinton'sphonerang.HelookedatthecallerIDand



answered. 

Q:"Hey" 

Nkule:"Hey.IjustarrivedinJo'burg.Whathospitalis

shein?" 

Q:"ArwypKemptonpark" 

Nkule:"Okthanks"

Shehungup.Itbeepedashesliditbacktohis

pocket.

'Iknowyou'regoingthroughalotrightnowbutI

needyourinputonthenursery.CanIsendyou

pictures?'

ItwasYolanda.Theladydecoratinghishousein

Durban.

'Wecanvideocallifyoudon'tmind'heresponded.

'Ok.Don'tlaughneh,Ihavepaintallovermyface'-

Yoli.

Hechuckledandcalledher.Hewasseatingalone

insidehiscarontheparkinglotatthehospital.

Yoli:"Heyy"helaughed."MrDubeIaskedyounicely



tolaugh"sheswitchedthecameratorear. 

Quinton:"Wereyoupaintingalone?" 

Yoli:"Yes.Nurseriesaremyworld.Thisisit."

Sheshowedeverycorner."Ididn'tusepinkonthe

wallIthinkitstooordinary." 

Quinton:"Itsperfectkid.You'regoodatthis.Imust

giveittoyou"

Yoli:"Thankyou.Thechestofdraweristoodark

though,canIexchangeitwithyours?"

Quinton:"Yes.Anythingtomakemygirl'sroom

heavenly.Iliketheclouds,theylookreal"Yoli

chuckled. 

Yoli:"Thefloorisgoingtobeasurprise" 

Quinton:"Areyougoingtopaintthetiles?" 

Yoli:"Imight.BythewayfromMondayonwardsyou

arewelcometocomehere." 

Quinton:"ImightreturnonSunday." 

Yoli:"Soundsgood.Howisyourbrother?" 



Quinton:"Mybrotherisnowgood.Hiswifeisthe

onesicknow." 

Yoli:"Ohdearamsosorry.MayGodhealher,Iwill

keepyouallinmyprayers" 

Quinton:"Thankyounana.Ihavetogonow,you're

doinganamazingjobtherekeepitup" 

Yoli:"ThankyouSir.Keepwell" 

Quinton:"Youdotoo"

Hehungup.

Itrangasheputitdown. 

'MrDubepleaserushtothehospital"hehungupand

rushedoutofthecar.

Heheardcommotionasheapproachedtheward.He

wassweating,hetookthestairsup.

Quinton:"What'sgoingon?" 

Peterson:"MrDubepleasetalktohim" 

Khule:"Andsaywhat?Justbecauseyoucan'thelp

herthatdoesn'tmeaneveryDrwon't.Stopfucking

testingmePeterson"hewassemishoutingwith



tearsgushingdownhischeekswhileholding

Khethelo'shandtightly.

Peterson:"Thechancesofherwakingupare-" 

Quinton:"Getout"hesaidcalmly. 

TheotherDrwerenowquiettheirfacesfullof

sympathy. 

Peterson:"Thereisnouseinkeepingherhere" 

Quinton:"Petersonyouwereorderedbymetocome

here,nowIamaskingyoutoleave"

Petersontookadeepsighandheadedout.

DrZinc:"MrDube.Iknowthere'snoeasywaytodo

this,gohomeandconsiderit.MrsDubeisnot

respondingtotreatment.Sheislivingoffthese

machines.Youneedtofreeher"

Khule:"Khethelodon'tdothistome.HowamI

supposedtolookafterourkidswhileyou'relying

here.Atleastshowsomethingthatyoucanhearme.

Thesepeoplewantmetogiveyouup.Babywehave

kids.Youhavetofightforthem."

DrZinc:"Wearegoingtogiveyouaweek.Ifshe



doesn'trespondwegonnahavetomakeadecision"

Khule:"KhetheloIneedyou.Don'tdomelikethis

Mamnguniwamiplease.l"Hefelldownonhisknees

andsobbedonherhand.

TheDrsfollowedeachotherout.Quintonstood

therebythedoorfacingdowncryingsilently...

[2/26,06:38]Zozaness:ChapterTwentyTwo

•••

[Emi]

Ipushedthedooropen.Itsmeltnice.Iwashoping

tofindnooneheresinceeveryonewenttoChris's

house.Oh. 

Me:"Hey" 

Nkule:"Hey,lookatyouyou'resobeautiful" 

Me:"Lolthanks.Whoareyouwithhere?" 

Nkule:"QuintonandBonga.Theyareupstairsthough.

Areyougood?" 

Me:"YesIamthankyou.Howisyouandthelittle

one?"Shebrushedthetummy. 



Nkule:"We'regoodjustthissummerisweighingon

us" 

Me:"You'llbefine.Letmegochange."

Shenoddedandstirredherpot.Igotinmyroomand

changed.MyphonebeepedasIwalkedout.

'IforgottofetchKhwezifromschool.Ijustfetched

himandIamnowtakinghimoutforicecreamasan

apology.Wouldyouliketojoinus?'

Itsstillabittooearlyforthat. 

'Youshouldsetareminder,always.AndIwouldlove

tomylovebutIamgoingtotheHospital.Enjoy.ILY'

IsentandknockedatBonga'sroom,it'swherethe

voicescamefrom.Iwentin. 

Me:"You'renotserious" 

Quinton:"Heyyou'reback." 

Me:"Howlonghaveyouhadthishubbly?" 

Bonga:"Sincevarsity"

Isatonthebed.Theyweresittingdownonthefloor

smoking. 



Me:"ArewegoingtotheHospital?" 

Quinton:"No.OnlyKhuleisnowallowedin.Theleast

wecoulddoisprayforamiraclebecauseDrsthink

itspointlesstokeepheronthosemachines"

Me:"What?Aretheycrazy?Iftheycan'tkeepher

theretheymustjustsayitwe'llmovehertoanother

hospital" 

Quinton:"I'mworkingonthat." 

Gha!ThoseareonestupidDrs. 

Me:"Isthereprogressonfindingthelonglostson?" 

Bonga:"Ithinkweshouldconsultaseeir" 

Quinton:"MamkhuluandBabNdodadidtodayand

theseeirsaid.Itisourdutytofindhim.Ican't

believeyourfatherrightnow" 

Me:"Maybeweshouldfocusmoreonfindingthis

son.BecausethewayNdosisaidit,thesonknows

he'saDubesoIthinkweshouldissueposts" 

Bonga:"You'renotseriousMaauntiza" 

Me:"WelldoyouhaveabetterideaSbongakonke?"



Bonga:"Nobutthatoneistoorisky.Everydickand

tomwillbeclaimingtobethatson" 

Quinton:"OurPIsarestilldigging.Inlessthana2

weekstheywouldhavefoundsomething" 

Me:"LetmegotoNkuleamsureshe'sdyingof

boredom" 

Quinton:"ItoldhertogotoChris'sbutsheiinsisted

oncomingheresoIguessshedoesn'tgetbored" 

Me:"Iamgoinganyway.She'spreparingsupper"

Ifoundherintheloungewithabowlofpopcorn. 

Me:"Arewewatchingamovie?" 

Nkule:"Ohno.Ijustloveit.Butwecanwatcha

movieifyouwant" 

Me:"NoIamnotatmybesttimetofocuson

anything.How'sDurban?" 

Nkule:"Durbanisgood.Quintonbeingthereisa

cherryontop" 

Me:"Itsapityyoubothcan'tgotoclubsanymore"

shechuckled. 



Nkule:"Wehangoutasadultsnow.Doyouknow

Yoli?" 

Me:"Thesweetinteriordecorator?" 

Nkule:"You'vemet?" 

Me:"No.Qtoldmeshe'ssweet" 

Nkule:"She'sindeedsweet" 

Me:"Letmegocheckuponmydogs"

QuintonandBongacamedownrunning. 

Quinton:"Getupwe'regoing" 

Me:"What'sgoingon?" 

Bonga:"Thekidsaremissing" 

Me:"Whichkids?"

Hegrabbedmyarmandpulledmeout...

•••

[Chris]

Katlego:"Isweartheywereupstairsintheplayroom

Chris" 



Me:"Iamstillwaitingforthefootage.Everyonecalm

down" 

Katlego:"Ican't!IfIstayheremybrainisgonna

explode" 

Me:"We'velookedeverywhere" 

Katlego:"Iamgoingtolookagain"sherushedupthe

stairs. 

BabNdoda:"Ifeeluselessandsohelpless." 

Me:"We'llfindthekidsbabadon'tworry"

Myphonerang. 

Me:"Dubehello" 

Caller:"Ihavesentthefootagesir" 

Me:"Thankyou"

Ihungupandwentupstairstogetmylaptop.

Icamebackdownandplayedit.Theywereplaying

thensuddenlytheroomwentdark.

Katlegosaidshefoundthelightsout. 

Me:"There'snoonewhoenteredthegateandno



onecouldclimbthis3storeyoutside." 

Mamkhulu:"Whatareyouimplying?" 

Me:"Idon'tknowbuttheywerenotkidnapped"

Iheardnoisecomingfromoutside.Theyfollowed

eachotherin.

Nkule:"Sanibonani" 

Us:"Yebo"

Quinton:"Tellmeyou'vefoundthem"

Ilookeddownatthelaptop. 

Khethiwe,NkuleandEmiwalkedupstairs.

Tyler:"Isitstillhim?Doesn'tseehethatwe'retrying

tofindhisdamnson?" 

Mamkhulu:"Don'tspeaklikethat" 

Quinton:"He'sfullofshit.He'sbeennothingbuta

verydarkancestortous"Icouldn'tagreemore. 

Me:"He'sdoingwhathedidthemostwhenhewas

stillalive.Forcingusintothings." 

Tyler:"He'sstupid" 



BabNdoda:"Tyler!" 

Tyler:"Heis.Howarewegoingtolookforhissonif

Khetheloislyingtherelifelessandnowthekidsare

lost.Ourattentionwillshifttolookingforthekids

andwhatwillhedo?Throwoneofusunderthebus.

Hemustjustsayhewantstoruinourlives" 

Quinton:"Whycan'thejustsendthissonhome?

CauserightnowIamgoingtolookformychildren" 

Bonga:"Thekidsaren'tmissing" 

Wealllookedathim.Hiseyeswereclosed. 

Me:"Whatdoyoumean?" 

Bonga:"That'sallIcansee.Theyarenotindanger" 

Quinton:"Wherearethey?" 

Bonga:"Ican'tseebaba." 

Me:"Doesthismeanyoucanconnecttoyourspirits

now?" 

Bonga:"NotvividlybutIthinkso"

Isighedinrelief. 



BabNdoda:"Whatdowedointhemeantime?" 

Bonga:"Lookfortheson" 

Tyler:"Eyeyey.IfIhearthatonemoretimeIswearI

amgoingtodie."Heheadedout.

Myphonerang. 

Me:"ItsKhule.Bafo" 

Khule:"Herheartitnowstable" 

Me:"Thebaby?" 

Khule:"Yes!" 

Me:"ThankyouLord.Canwecomenow?" 

Khule:"Yes.Sheevencries" 

Me:"We'llseeyouinafew"

Hehungup."Thegirl'sheartisstablenow,she's

crying" 

Quinton:"OhthankyouJesus.Arewegoing?" 

Mamkhulu:"WhataboutoHawu?" 

Bonga:"They'reprobablychillingwithgogoinabush

somewhere"



Iputthelaptopawayandwewalkedout...

•••

[Narrated]

♧ThefollowingdayatLelo'sapartment♧

Kushputthedishesonthesinkandwarmedupthe

milkforthebaby.Heheardlittlegiggledand

somethinghittingthedoor.Hetookthebabybottle

andwenttocheck.Heopenedthedoor,hestartled.

Theylookedathimandsmiled. 

Kush:"Uhm...Babe!" 

Lelo:"Yeah?"Sheshoutedbackfromthebedroom. 

Kush:"Canyoucomehere?" 

Lelo:"IambathingMpendulolove" 

Kush:"Takehimoutofthewaterandcomehere"

Babyinblue:"dada"hefrowned. 

Lelo:"Whatisit?OhmyGod"hegavethebabyto

Kush."Whoareyouguysherewith?"Shelookedon

eithersidesofthecorridor.Therewasnoone.She

pickedHawuup. 



Kush:"Youknowthem?" 

Lelo:"Yes.They'reKatlego'skids" 

Kush:"Who'sthat?" 

Lelo:"ChrisDube'swifeandthegirlsareQuinton's" 

Kush:"What!"

Leloclosedthedooraftertakingthemallin."This

couldbeatrap" 

Lelo:"Don'tbesilly" 

Kush:"Youthinkthesekidscamehereby

themselves?" 

Lelo:"Idon'tknow.MaybeKhetheloisprankingme.

I'vebeencallingherbutherphoneisoff." 

Kush:"TheyfoundoutItriedtokilltheirbrother" 

Lelo:"Thatisjustyourconsciencetalking.HeyAmo,

canyoupleasesendmeKatlego'snumbers?" 

Amo:"Heymommy.Idon'thavehernumbers.Ionly

haveKhethelo'sthataren'tgoingthrough." 

Lelo:"IwenttocheckonheryesterdaybutIrangthe



intercomtillIfellasleep" 

Amo:"Maybeshedoesn'twantusnearheranymore.

Aretheresultsback?"

Lelo:"Yes.He'stheirbrother.Andwejustfoundthe

tripletsonmydoor" 

Amo:"Katlego'skids?" 

Lelo:"Yes." 

Amo:"CanyouandCalvincomeherenow?" 

Lelo:"Iseverythingokay?" 

Amo:"Justcome.Don'tchange." 

Lelo:"Ok"

Shehungup.Thetripletswerecrawlingaround.

Kushwaslookingatthemconcerned. 

Lelo:"We'regoingtoVooslorus.Willyoubeableto

carrytwoofthem?" 

Kush:"No.Theymighthavebombsorcamerasor

evenbugsinstalledonthem"Lelosighedandput

themonastroller,havingthemsitontopofone

another.



♧AtAmo'shouse♧

AmoledthemtoEndumbeniattheback.

Sheofferedthemseatsthenshesatdownonher

goatskinmatthatherKhulurequested.Shetook

Umshobaandabottleofwaterandprayed.

Afterprayingshetookthebagofbonesandordered

LeloandCalvintoblowinit.Sheshookitandthrew

thebones. 

Amo:"Calvin" 

Kush:"Yes" 

Amo:"Doyouhaveacow?" 

Kush:"For"he'snotmuchofabelieverinancestors

butLeloalwaysforcehimintoit. 

Amo:"Thatmanisangryyoutriedtokillhischild.

He'sangryyouopenedtheholeofaccessingabullet

intothemotherofhisgrandchildren.Mpendulowas

supposedtodiethatnightKhethelofoundLelothere.

MaNgcobofought,shesentKhethelothere.Lelo

wassupposedtoleaveyouandhateyouforlifebut

MaNgcobofoughtagain.Calvinyou'resupposedto



goandcleanseyourfather'syardandapologizeto

theancestors....hhey!"Sheroaredlikeabull."These

kids,theycametogetyouCalvin.OhmyGod!

Khetheloisinhospital.Calvinrushhome.Khethelo's

lifedependonyou" 

Lelo:"WhatdoyoumeanKhetheloisinhospital

makhosi?" 

Khethelo:"He'spunishinghissonsthroughher.

They'resupposedtofindCalvin" 

Lelo:"Calvinlet'sgo" 

Kush:"WhatIgoingtosaythere?" 

Amo:"Tellhimyoubroughtthekids.Thelittleboy

who'saseeirwillknowitsyou"

LelotookoutaR10noteandputitdown.Shetook

Kush'shandandtheyleft...

•••

[Khule]

"MrDubethevisitinghoursareover" 

Iturned.She'stheleastofpeopleIexpectedtosee



here. 

Me:"Ithoughtyouweregonefor8weeks" 

Lucia:"RelaxIwon'ttakehim.Idon'tevenknowwhy

amIherebutIhadtocomeandmakesureeveryone

isokay.Iknowwedon'tknoweachotherthatwell

butIknowintimeslikethese,oneneedsallthe

supporttheycanget" 

Me:"TrueandIappreciateit.Sotheyletyouin?" 

Lucia:"Yes.Iamtheirbosssoitleftthemnochoice.

Howarethey?" 

Me:"Gettingbetterandstronger.Thegirlhadheart

complicationsbutnowshe'sgood" 

Lucia:"They'resotiny" 

Me:"Yeah.IwishIcouldjustsithereandstareat

themtillthey'reokay" 

Lucia:"Youcan" 

Me:"TheDrsaiditsnotallowed" 

Lucia:"ItwillbeifItellthemtoletyou" 

Me:"Thankyoubutyoudon'thavetoabuseyour



power.I'msurethemanagementdoesn'tmindI

keepbringingDrsfromdifferentplaces.Mywifeisn't

gettinganybetter" 

Lucia:"Thisistheforthisn't?"Inodded."Andyou've

concludedsheisn'tgettingbetter?" 

Me:"TheDrssayshe'snotrespondingtotreatment" 

Lucia:"How?Itsonlybeen4days.Theycanstart

sayingsuchthingsafter4weeks.Thetwinswere

deliveredthroughcesareanright?" 

Me:"Yes" 

Lucia:"Theygoingtotellbyitifshe'sstillon.Ifit

heals,shewillbeokay" 

Me:"Thankyou."IguessIneededastranger's

positiveopiniontokeepmyhopesinlane. 

Lucia:"Anytime.Iwillkeeppoppingby.Iwillseeyou

later" 

Me:"Thankyou.Ireallyappreciateit"

Shewalkedout.Itookaseatandabooktoreadfor

thebabies.Icouldn'tnamethemwithouttheir

mother.Inthemeantimetheywillbeboyandgirl...



Myphonerang. 

Me:"Twinny"

Quinton:"Ithinkyouneedtorushhome.Emimight

bepregnant.IjustgotacallfromSecuritythatThere

arepeopleoutsideyourgatewithacowcallingour

clannames" 

Me:"Quinton" 

Quinton:"We'redrivingthererightnow.Thedouble

troubleisokaynow.Youcanleavethemforan

hour" 

Me:"Iamcoming.Butwhopaysdamagesat3pm?" 

Quinton:"Theseidiots"

Ihungup. 

Me:"Therearepeopleathome.Daddyhastorush

there.Iloveyouokay?Behave"

...

Iarrived.Therewerenopeopleatthegate.Idrovein,

Isawthecowatthebackofastrangevan.Ihopped

offandheadedinsidethehouse.



Everyonewasthere.Itwassoquietyoucouldhear

thebattingoneyelashes.TherewasLeloandaman

Icouldn'tseethefaceofcausehehadhishead

buriedinthishands.

Me:"Whodied?" 

BabNdoda:"Sitdown"ifoundthemlikethistheday

theytoldmeLesediisnomore.

Me:"No.Tellmewhatisgoingon"

Quinton:"Satanistestingus" 

Mamkhulu:"Quinton" 

Quinton:"Kushisyourfather'sson"

Ichuckled.Hedidnot.He'snotserious. 

Chris:"Exactly.Thisisajoke" 

Bonga:"Itsnot" 

Me:"I'llseeyouallwhenmywifewakesupbecauseI

don'thavetimeforthis" 

BabNdoda:"Don'twalkoutthatdoorKhulekani" 

Me:"Whywouldn'tI?Hemademeblind,mychildren



werebornprematurely,mywifeissemideadall

becausehewantedustofindhismafiason?The

onethattriedtokillTyler?"

Tyler:"What?" 

Me:"Yes!Andnowthathe'sherehewillwantusto

hugandkisshimorelsehe'llpunishmeagain?You

knowwhat?Fuckthis.Iamgoingaway.Iamgoing

tochangethisfilthydarksurnamethathascrazy

stupidancestors."

Iheadedoutandgotinmycaranddroveoff.

MphangiseniDubeisonesickbastard...

[2/26,06:38]Zozaness:ChapterTwentyThree

•••

[Quinton]

Somethingsarejusttoomuchtohandle.BabNdoda

insistedwegoaheadwiththeceremonyofthe

mafiasoncleansingtheDubeyard.Iamjustgladwe

gotthegoodnewsafteritlateratnight.Khethelo

wokeup.I'mprettysurepeoplebeouttherewishing

tobepartofthisfamily,ifonlytheyknewhow



fuckedupitis.It'sancestorswouldsetawhole

houseonfirejustbecausetheywantyoutolookfor

theirgoatthatwaslostin1850.

Andtomakethiswholematterworse,Bongasaidhe

hastostayoveruntilthemeatisfinishedandthe

bonesareburnt.Ihavebeenstealingsomeofitand

givingittothedogsbutitsstillherealloverthe

house.Thetripletshavebeenneglectingtheir

cerealslikenobody'sbusiness.

Nkule:"Isitsafetocomein?"Shestoodatthedoor

withatrayinherhands. 

Me:"Yesitis."

Shegotinandplacedthetrayonthetable. 

Nkule:"Ihopeyoudon'tmindIbroughtithere.Its

11amandyouhadn'tcomedown"

Me:"Noit'sokaythankyou."Ireachedforthecupof

whateverisinside."Coffee?Thanks"

Nkule:"Pleasure.Whenareyoumovingtoyour

house?" 

Me:"Thisweek.Finally" 



Nkule:"She'sslow.Thathousewassupposedtobe

onlyaweek" 

Me:"Itsworthit.Shedidgreat" 

Nkule:"You'retoonicetoher.Doyouhavefeelings

forher?" 

Me:"Whywouldyousaythat?" 

Nkule:"Youborrowedheryourbrandnewcar"

Me:"OnlythatandyouconcludeIhavefeelingsfor

her?Isn'tshemyemployee?" 

Nkule:"Evenifso." 

Me:"Itreatmyworkerslikethat.Youshouldask

Khethiwe.Andshe'sakidIwouldn'tlookatherlike

that"

Nkule:"Geezdon'tbesodefensiveIwasjustasking"

Shemadeherwayout.Icontinuedeatinginpeace

untilKhulebudgedinwithCharles.

Charles:"BraQ.Manthatmeat" 

Me:"Youateit?"Henodded.Khulechuckled."You

don'tgoaroundeatingmeatsyouhavenoidea



wheretheyfrom.ItwasforonlytheDubes" 

Charles:"WhateverI'malsoaZebra" 

Me:"Godforbid.Whyareyouherewenababakaboy

nogirl?" 

Khule:"KhethelowantshercosmeticsandIwantto

liedownabit" 

Me:"Ohyeah.Youhaven'thadanydecentsleep

lately.Howisshe?" 

Khule:"She'sgood.Stillinpainandweakbutshe's

good" 

Me:"That'sgood.I'llseeherbeforeIgo"

Khule:"Yougoingbacktoday?"Inodded."Ok.UhmI

justremembered,CharlesisthedecoratorNzuza's

child?" 

Me:"Noshe'snot"IsaidbeforeCharlescouldopen

hismouthandaskwhatishetalkingabout. 

Khule:"Oh?" 

Me:"Yeah.Iwasjustassurprised.Herfatheris

MagutshwafromkwaMashu" 



Khule:"Ok.Letmegosleep"hewalkedout.

Charles:"Didyoujustlietoyourbrother?" 

Heaskedafterawhileofsilence. 

Me:"Itscomplicated" 

Charles:"Whoisthatdecorator?" 

Me:"Shewasdecoratingmyhouse.AndIgotthe

infoIwanted" 

Charles:"Whyareyoukeepingitfromhim?" 

Me:"Becausethatchildisinnocentanddoesn't

deservetobethetooltogetPhilaback" 

Charles:"Explainfurther" 

Me:"She'sLesedi'shalfsister"hechokedonhis

drink. 

Charles:"Sotellmewhycan'tshebethetool?" 

Me:"BecauseIwon'tletithappen.CharlesIwillfeed

youtoNalaandSimbaifyoutellKhuleaboutthis" 

Charles:"Whatifhecriesandbegme"Ilookedat

him.Helaughed."I'mkidding"



Igotupandwalkedout...

•••

[Chris]

Katlego:"Baby.Youcan'tburyyourselfhere" 

Me:"Ishegone?"Shesatonthearmrest.

Katlego:"Youknowhe'sgoingnowhereuntilthe

meatisfinished." 

Me:"Iamgoingtowork" 

Katlego:"Yourshiftstartedat7amandendinginthe

next30minutes" 

Me:"Iamgoingtochurchthen"

Katlego:"Howlongareyougoingtoavoidhim.None

ofyouhascomedownstairs" 

Me:"Iwanttosleep"

Iclimbedinbedandclosedmyeyes...

•••

[Katlego]

Iputdownthetray. 



Me:"Whatiswrongwiththesemen?" 

Lelo:"Givethemtime"

Khethiwe:"They'rejustbeingbabies.Iamnot

servinganyoneanythingfromnowon.Whoeveris

hungryshouldcomedownstairs"Ilaughed. 

Me:"AndthefactthatMamkhuluislettingthemis

drivingmecrazy." 

Khethiwe:"Ihaveabetteridea.Let'sgoshopping" 

Lelo:"I'mgonnabeborednow" 

Me:"Mpenduloisgoingtostayherewithhergogoif

thatiswhatyou'reworriedabout"

Mamkhulu:"Andwhyisthat?"Shesaidcomingin. 

Me:"We'reoutofgroceriessowe'regoingtothe

mall" 

Mamkhulu:"No.Onlypeoplegoingtoworkare

allowedtoleavetheyard.Therestofuswillbeable

togooutafter5days.Itscustom.Findsomethingto

doaroundthehouseifyou'rebored"

Shetookthebabybottlesandleft.Khethiweand



Lelochuckled.Iwannadie...

•••

[Bonga]

Ilookedatthetime.Itwaswaypastlunchtime.I

buzzedtheattentionbuttontomynewPA.Thedoor

opened.Shelooksscared.Herbeingisreallyweird.

Sheadjustedherglasses. 

Me:"NkazimulolunchhaspassedandIdon't

rememberuseating" 

Her:"I'msosorryIorderedyourfoodbutyouwere

busyIdidn'twanttodisturbYou" 

Me:"Lunchmeans,stopwhateveryou'redoingand

eat.EvenifIcouldbeinameetingpleasebringin

myfood.Didyoueat?" 

Nkazi:"NoSir.Iwillwarmupyourfoodinamoment"

Inodded.Sheheadedtothedoor.

Me:"Nkazi"sheswiflyturned."Canyouworkon

beingalittlecomfortable?You'remakingithardfor

metobethisuncomfortable"

Nkazi:"YesSir.I'msorrySir"



Me:"PleasecallmeBonga" 

Nkazi:"YesSir"Amen!

Me:"Youmaybeexcused"

ItookthephoneandcalledbabKhule.

Baba:"ManI'msleeping" 

Me:"Whywasn'tIinformedaboutthenewPA?"He

laughed.

Baba:"Doyoulikeher?" 

Me:"HowonearthamIgoingtoworkwithsomeone

likethis?"

Baba:"Ithoughtyouwantedsomeoneyoungerwith

cleavage" 

Me:"Yesbutnotsomeonethisinnocent.Those

glassesandbraces,ohmyGod"hewasinstitches.

"Thisisn'tfunnyDube" 

Baba:"Gettoknoweachother.Benicetoher,she

talks." 

Me:"I'mnicebutforsomeoddreasonsshe'sscared

ofme" 



Baba:"Beextranice" 

Me:"Idon'tlikeyouforthis.Bye"

Ihungup.Shegotinwithmyfood.She'seven

dressedlikethoseAmericannerds.

Me:"Thankyou"shenoddedandrushedout.

Myphonebeeped.AmessagefromdaddyQ.He's

neglectinguslately.

'Doyoulikeyournewpa?Youthoughtwewere

gonnahirethosetightdresswearinggirls?Pants

revealingassgirls?Havefunwithchurchgirl.She's

Mpisi'sdaughtershallyoutryanythingfunnywith

her"

Ineedstrength!

•••

[Tyler]

Hepeepedhisheadin. 

Khule:"There'sameetingdownstairs" 

Me:"Ok"Iwentbacktomygame. 



Khule:"Itmeans:availyourself" 

Me:"WellI'mbusy" 

Khule:"Youbetterfollowme"

Heclosedthedoor.Eishthisprideisgonnabethe

deathofme.Iamdyingofhunger.

Igotupandheadedout.Ifthisfamilygotpaidfor

eachtimetheyheldameeting.We'dwipeourasses

withR200notes.

BabNdoda:"Overhere.Thewomenarebusyatthe

kitchen" 

Me:"Iwanttodrinkwater" 

Khule:"Hurry.We'rewaitingforyouhere"

Whatever.

Me:"Heywives" 

Katlego:"Lookwhothecatdraggedhere" 

Me:"OhnoIcamebymyself" 

Khethiwe:"Itsaphrasebaby"

Me:"Ohok.CanIhaveasandwich?" 



Khethiwe:"Cheese?"

Me:"Yes.Lotofit" 

Katlego:"Jam?" 

Me:"Iwouldleavethishomeandnevergetback"

Khethiwe:"Wellitsnotpossible.AskbhutiKK"we

laughed.

"Tyler!" 

Isnatchedmysandwichandwenttocourt.Isat

besidePastorChris.Idon'twannabeanywhere

closethatkillerson.

BabNdoda:"I'mleavingthisevening"

Khule:"Ithoughtnobodywassupposedtoleaveuntil

themeatisfinished" 

BabNdoda:"Mamkhuluwillstaybehindwithyou.

Calvin..."whatkindofnameisthat?"Doyourealize

you'retheeldest?" 

Killer:"Yesbaba" 

BabNdoda:"Yourbrotherswillshowyouandteach

youhoweverythingisdonearoundthishome.Then



ongoodFridaywewillofficiallyintroduceyoutothe

ancestorsthereatEstcourt,wewilldoitalongwith

ofthetriplets.Ihopeyouallfindcommonground.

Mamkhuluwillbekeepinganeyeonyouall." 

Khule:"Liamisnowokay.HewilldriveyoutoKZN"

Me:"Ivolunteerto" 

Mamkhulu:"Noyou'renot" 

BabNdoda:"BoysIknowthisisn'teasyforyoubut

pleasetry.He'syourblood" 

Me:"Ohplease" 

Khule:"NotnowTyler" 

Me:"What?You'renottheonehekilled" 

Quinton:"Tyleraren'tyoualive?" 

Me:"That'snotthepoint." 

Calvin:"I'msorry" 

Me:"NomanyouandIareenemies" 

Calvin:"Okpunchme" 

Me:"NoIwannarunyouoverwithacar" 



Heraisedhisbrow.He'sthesamepersonlikethe

other3.Darkanduglyliketheircrazyfather. 

Khule:"Uhm...Mbuyaziwe'llsettlethisasmenyou

don'thaveanythingtoworry.I'llmakesure

everybodystayshomeuntilthis5daysisover" 

BabNdoda:"IknowIcancountonyouson"

Theystartedtalkingaboutthingsthatdon'tconcern

AdvocateTmanDubesoIgotupandheadedtothe

kitchentohaveanotherfatsandwich.

Katlego:"Iwantmynextpregnancytobelikeyours

MommyKhethiwe" 

Khethiwe:"How?" 

Katlego:"Allthehormonesaredealingwithhim.He's

moodyandeatslikehe'sfrommilitary" 

Me:"Ieat5timesaday." 

Thenewwifechuckled.She'sagoodwoman,likeall

theDubewivesandthatcharcoaldoesn'tdeserve

her."Isitarealthing?" 

Katlego:"Yes" 



Me:"Oh.Iloveitthen.Newwife,pleasemakeme

somethingtoeat" 

Khethiwe:"Nompumeleloishername" 

Me:"Iprefercallinghermynewwife.You'rejust

jealouswe'reusedtoyou"

Itookmy2Lofcokeoutofthefridgeandsatdown...

•••

[Emi]

Whyistimethisfast! 

Justafewminutesagoitwasthemorningbutnow

I'mknockingoff.

Thedoorpushedopen. 

Vee:"HaloMissDube.Youhavevisitors" 

Me:"Thistimeoftheday?Wherearethey?" 

Vee:"Outside." 

Me:"Ohletthemin.Istillhave20minutes"

Shepeepedherheadoutandaverybeautiful

womanpullingachildappeared.I'veneverseen



thembefore.Shesmiled. 

Her:"Hi" 

Vee:"I'llbeinmyofficeifyouneedme" 

Me:"Surebabe"shewalkedout."Hi.Youmaysit"

Theysatdown. 

Her:"MynameisTessaNonyana.I'msorrytobudge

inlikethisbutI'mdesperate" 

Me:"Yes?" 

Tessa:"ThisisKhwezi.Iamhismother.Allofthe

KhanfamilyisoutoftownandIjustgotacallfrom

workthatIshouldurgentlyflytoEastLondon.Brad

isn'treachableonthephone,couldIpleaseleave

himwithyou.Bradwilltakehimwhenhegetsback"

isBradKhan'sname? 

Me:"Ijustgotoffthephonewithhimhesaidhe's

goingtohislastmeetingfortheday." 

Tessa:"I'msorrywegottomeetlikethis.Hewas

planninghe'dintroduceusSaturday.ButsinceI'm

heretoburdenyou.Itsgoodtofinallymeetyou" 



Me:"Likewise.Youcanleavehim." 

Tessa:"OhthankyouEmi.Beagoodboy,don't

stressauntyoutokay?"Henodded.Shekissedhim.

"Thankyousomuchforthis.Thisismynumber

pleasecallmeifhegivesyouproblems" 

Me:"ThanksIwill"

Shegotupandrushedout.She'sbeautiful,sois

theirbaby.

Ihaveneverbeenleftwithachildthisold. 

Me:"Howareyou?" 

Khwezi:"Iamgood"

'Khan'sBMjustlefttheirsonherewithme'Isentto

Katlego. 

Me:"Wouldyoulikesomethingtoeat?" 

Khwezi:"Waterplease.Doyouhavegamesonyour

phone?"

'Welcometomotherhood.Wasshenice?'

Me:"NobabyIdon't."



'Sheseemednicebutyou'llneverknow'

Kat:'She'snice.Ifshewasn't,shewouldn'ttrustyou

withherchild'

Maybe.IheardKhan'svoice.ThankGod.

Hemadehisgrandentrance. 

Khan:"Hibaby.Ohheylittlefella.Aren'tyou

supposedtobeatyourmom's?"

Khwezi:"Truebutshe'sflyingtoEastlodomand

auntyisbabysittingme"Ichuckled. 

Me:"EastLondon"

Khan:"Theninthatcase.We'reallgoingtohave

dineratyourfavoriterestaurant.Bythewaythisis

auntyEmi,daddy'sgirlfriend" 

Khwezi:"Butyousaidgirlfriendsarenotgood" 

Khan:"Forsomeoneyourage" 

Khwezi:"Ican'twaittobeyourage.Nicetomeetyou

daddy'sgirlfriend" 

Me:"Likewisedaddy'slittlePrince"



Hesmiledwithhismissingteeth.Itookmybagsand

weallwalkedout...

•••

[Khethelo]

Ihavechildren.Myownlittlepeople.Ineverreally

thoughtthisdaywouldcomesoearly.

Dr:"MrsDube.You'reawake.Howareyoufeeling?" 

Me:"Waterplease"myvoicewasalmostnotthere.

Idrankup.Shesmiled. 

Dr:"Sohowareyoufeeling?" 

Me:"Betterthaninthemorning."Shehelpmesitup

withthesupportofpillows. 

Dr:"Greatcausethesebloodresultsallshow

beautifulresults." 

Me:"Hasmyhusbandcomeback?" 

Dr:"Yeshehasbuthe'sinthenursery" 

Me:"Canyoutakemethere?" 

Dr:"Noproblem.Iwillorganizeanurseanda



wheelchair" 

Me:"Thankyou"

ShecheckedmyBpandwalkedout.

Thenursecameandwheeledmetothekidsward.

Heturned.Hethenfacedforward.Ithankedthe

nurse.Shewalkedout.

Me:"Hibaby"hesniffed.OhJesus."Khulekani" 

Heshookhishead."Don'tcrypleaseyou'regoingto

makemecrytoo"Ialreadyhadtearscomingout.I

wheeledclosertotheincubator."They'resosmall.

Whyishethatlight.Doeshehavejaundice?"

Hetookadeepbreathandlookedmyway. 

Khule:"He'sagift" 

Me:"Agift?"

"He'shasalbinismmommy"Iturned.ItwasaDr. 

Dr:"HowareyouMrsDube?"

Me:"I'mfinethankyou.Howarethey?" 

Dr:"Gettingstrongereachday.Maybenowthat



you'rehereyouwillbeexpressingmilkthatwillhelp

themgrowfasterandevenstronger" 

Me:"Iwill.Definitely" 

Dr:"Mypeacefulpatients.I'llseeyouat9"shesaid

tothebabiesandwalkedout.

Me:"Comeherebigbaby" 

Heslowlykneltbeforemeandputhisarmsaround

me. 

Khule:"IthoughtIwasgoingtoraisethemalone" 

Me:"Godwouldn'thaveletthathappen"Iwipedoff

histears.

Achuckleescapedmymouth. 

Khule:"What?" 

Me:"Thewayyouactsotough.Peopledon'tthink

youcry"hechuckled. 

Khule:"Everybodycries.Youcanlaugh?" 

Me:"Yes" 

Khule:"Andit'snotpainful?" 



Me:"No."Hesmirked. 

Khule:"Good.Wecanmakeanotherpair"hewentfor

mylipsandkissedme.

Isheseriousrightnow?I'mdefinitelysellinghim

[2/26,06:38]Zozaness:TheDubeLegacyreloaded
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•••

[Khule]

Itsgonnabeaverylongjourneytorecovery.These

humansarestilltinytheycouldfitinmyhand.

TheDrwalkedin. 

Dr:"GoodmorningDubefamily.Howareyou

today?" 

Me:"We'refinethankyou.Howareyou?"

Dr:"I'mgood.Mommywillbeherewithyouany

minute."Shewascheckingthemup."Lookslike

we'regrownenoughtomakeitoutofthisincubator.



Youcandoskintoskin.Ithelpshealfaster"

Me:"That'sgoodthankyou"thedoorpushedopen.

Shesmiled.StillasbeautifulasthefirstdayIsaw

her. 

Khethelo:"Hey" 

Me:"Hilove.Youlookbeautiful"shesnortlaughed. 

Khethelo:"Ohplease.MorningDoc" 

Dr:"MrsDube.Morning.IwasheretellingMrDube

thegoodnews,thelittlefellascannowsafelyget

outoftheincubator.Thatmeansyou'renowableto

doskintoskin" 

Khethelo:"Thankyousomuch.CanIstartnow?" 

Dr:"Yesyoucan.Butpleasesanitizefirst"

Khethelo:"Iwill" 

Dr:"Andvisitorsarenowallowed.Butonly2per

day" 

Me:"That'sperfect.Thankyou" 

Dr:"Iwillmakeareturnat10:30.Fornow,youcan

bond"wethankedherthensheleft.



IsanitizedandthentookNkosingithandile(girl)to

hermother.Shegaveoutalittlecry. 

Khethelo:"Awwbaby.Areyoucold?"Sheclosedher

inwithagown.ItookNkosingiphiletoo,carefullynot

todisconnecthimfromthemachines.Ituckedhim

inmychest.

Wesatthereenjoyingthesilence.Ican'twaittillwe

getoutofhere...

•••

[Narrated]

Shesawhimfromupstairs.Hewassmokingnextto

thebraaiarea.ShepickedMpenduloupandwalked

out,climbedthestairsdownallthewayoutside.

Therewasnoonedownstairs.Exactlywhatshe'd

hopedfor.

Lelo:"Youleftmealoneinbed" 

Kush:"Icouldn'tsleepanymoreandIneededa

smoke" 

Lelo:"YouknowwhattheDrsaidaboutyour

smoking" 



Kush:"Ineedittogetthrougheachdayinthis

house" 

Lelo:"Givethemtime.Theyarestillinshock" 

Hechuckled.

Kush:"Theyhateme.Icanfeelitwhentheylookat

me.Itriedtokilltheirbrother,noonewouldforgive

that" 

Lelo:"Justbehopeful.Letmegomakemyself

usefulinthekitchen" 

Kush:"Didyouspeaktothekids?" 

Lelo:"Yes." 

Kush:"Don'ttellthemyet" 

Lelo:"Ok.Pleaseholdhim"shegavethebabytohim

andwalkedinside.

Shepluggedonthecoffeemachineandtookout

breadandeverythingforbreakfast. 

Mamkhulu:"AwMaNdabayou'reupalready." 

Lelo:"Yeboma.Icouldn'tsleepanymore" 



Mamkhulu:"Where'sthechild?" 

Lelo:"Outsidewithhisfather" 

Mamkhulu:"Ok."Sheleanedoverthecounter."You

understandthatfromnowonyourlivesaregoingto

change?Intermsoftransparency" 

Lelo:"YesIdo.Thatwon'tbesohardformeandthe

ladiessinceourrelationshipisongoodterms" 

Mamkhulu:"I'mglad.Asthewifeofthefirstson,so

muchwillbeexpectedofyou.Mamnguniisoffthe

hooknowthatyouarehere.Justpraysheheals

fastersothatshewillguideyouthrougheverything

thatwedobackhome.Yousayyoudidn'thavea

traditionalwedding?"Lelonodded."Ithastobedone

foryoutobeconsideredarealDube.Pleasedon't

toastmybread"

Shethenwalkedoutofthemaindoor.Leloexhaled

heavilyandcontinuedwithbreakfast...

•••

[Bonga]

Isentmyeyestothedoorasitopened. 



Me:"Bafo.Areyoustartingearlytoday?" 

Mtho:"NoIneedtotalktoyou" 

Me:"O-kay.Youmaysit" 

Hepulledachairandsatdown.

Mtho:"Thankyou.Uhm,canInotcomeintoday?" 

Me:"Anyvalidreason?" 

Mtho:"Yes.I'mtakingNdalotothemoviesandthen

toahotel.Wehaven'tspentqualitytimelatelyshe's

complaining" 

Me:"Shehasto.Thisisyourfamily'slife.Never

endingdrama"

Mtho:"Itshardman.DaddyKcalledsayingvisitors

arenowallowed" 

Me:"Ohmaybehecalledtosaythat.Thenweshould

gotomorrow" 

Mtho:"IsthatyournewPA?"Hechuckled.

Me:"Apparently,yes." 

Mtho:"Ohman.I'llseeyouathome" 



Me:"Sure"

Hegotupandranout.Hemetsomeoneatthedoor. 

Happy:"Heyloverboy" 

Me:"Ihateyoudude" 

Happy:"Myserviceproviderjustdidmedirtyman.

Allmygadgetswereuselessyesterday."Wehugged.

Shesatontopofthedesk. 

Me:"Ithoughtyoucutmeoff" 

Happy:"WhywouldI?'

Me:"Idon'tknow." 

Happy:"Sotellme,wereyousad?"Shesaidbiting

herlowerlip.Idonotlikethislook.Iclearedmy

throat. 

Me:"OfcourseIwas" 

Happy:"Doesthedoorlock?" 

Me:"Uhmyes" 

Happy:"PleaselockitupIwanttoshowyou

something"Istaredatherforacoupleofseconds



andswallowedthesalivathatIhavenoideawhen

diditfillmymouth.Itookthetabandlockedit. 

Me:"Done" 

Happy:"Goandmakesure.Idon'ttrustthatthing"

AsagoodboythatIamIwenttopullit.Itwasreally

locked. 

Me:"SeeItol-"fuck."UhmHappy..." 

Happy:"comehere" 

Shepulledmeuntilshewasagainstthedesk."I'm

doneplayingtheselousygames.IlikeyouBonga,

thattriptoFreeStatewasn'tworkrelated.Ijust

neededtogetawayfromyou,tooppresstheburning

desiretoholdyouandkissyou" 

Me:"What?"Heronehandwasonmybackandthe

otherwasundoingmybelt. 

Happy:"PleasemakelovetomeBonga."shesaidon

averylowseductivevoiceI'veonlyheardinmovies. 

Me:"Yourwishismycommand"

Ileanedoverforakiss.Iclosedthelaptopand



pusheditasideandlaidheronthedesk.Imoved

fromherlipstoherneck.Isuckedonitalittlebit

andcontinuedwithmyjourneydownthere.Ileftwet

kissesfromherbreastsuntiltheGodlytemple.

Ipulleditdown,clean.Shesureknewwhatshewas

goingtodotoday,matchingbreastholderandan

underwear.Itriedpartingherlegsbutshekeptthem

close.

Happy:"Don't" 

Me:"Why?" 

Happy:"I'mnotcomfortablewithit" 

Me:"It'sgoodtogetsomeoneinthemood" 

Happy:"Seeingyouisenoughtogetmeinthemood,

there'saTsunamibetweenmylegsaswespeak"I

reachedforarubberonmypocket.Idon'tgo

anywherewithoutthese,thoughapartofmewanted

herinfleshbutIcouldn'triskit.Iputitonandwent

backintokissingher.Iwasnowbetweenherfat

warmthighs.Thiswarmthisn'thealthyforthe2

minutesdudes.



Ipenetratedbitbybit,shegavesoftmoans.Then

sheopenedhereyesandlookedintomine.Whatis

wrongwithher?

Ipusheddeepinandstartedthework.Igaveoutmy

beststrokes,Ioccasionallysuckedandkissedher

boobs.Itsalwaysfunnyhowwe'refueledbymoans.

Thewayshemoaneddidsomethingtome.

Ipulledherupandmadeherholdontothechair.I

hadameetingin5minutes.Behindismyworst

enemyyetveryhelpfulwhenIwannafinish.

Iinsertedmyselfandpoundedherhardandrealfast.

Happy:"Yesbaby...itsallyours...ahhh!"Ifeltmysoul

leavingmybody.IhelpontighttoherwaistandI

loadedoff.

WhenlastdidIdothis?ThankGodIlastedformore

than8minutes.Shecollapsedonachair.Idumped

thewasteonthebinandcamebacktokissherback.

Myshirtwaswetfromallthesweating.Ipulledmy

pantsupandtookoutwater.Igaveherabottle. 

Happy:"Thankyou" 



Isquattedbeforeher. 

Me:"Wheretofromhere?" 

Happy:"SuckingyourdickateverychanceIget.Your

girlfriendwon'tfindout"Ilaughed.

Me:"I'mnotthattypeofguy.Idon'tcheat.IfIhada

girlfriendwewouldn'thavedonethis.ThetruthisI

neverwantedyoutobemygraduationdate.Iwanted

youtobemygirl" 

Shesmiled. 

Happy:"Doyoustill?" 

Me:"Yes" 

Happy:"Let'stryitoutthen." 

Me:"Thankyou.Whatawaytobeginourlovestory"

shegiggled."I'mnotsafeyaz.Allthistimeyou

wantedtolayme?" 

Happy:"YouhavenoideawhatI'myettodotoyou

cheeseboy" 

Me:"Ican'twait.Didyoucum?" 

Happy:"NobutIenjoyedit" 



Me:"Ouch"shechuckled. 

Happy:"Chill.Iamawoman.Icanstillenjoysex

withoutclimax."

Shegotupanddressed. 

Me:"Niceass" 

Happy:"Ifyoutreatmerightitsgonnabeofficially

yoursbabe" 

Me:"Justgiveme3monthstoprovemyself" 

Happy:"YesSir" 

Me:"Iamgoingtoameeting.Youcanwaitupfor

me.Iwillbedonein20minutes.Wecanhavelunch

together" 

Happy:"I'llgobuyuslunchthen" 

Me:"Goodidea"

Itookmytabandkissedherforehead."Bye"

Iheadedout...

•••

[Khethelo]



Theybothhuggedme.HowImissedthem. 

Khethiwe:"Wemissyourcooking" 

Me:"ExcusemeMrsDubeJnr" 

Tyler:"She'sright.Wedo.Whenareyoucoming

home?" 

Khule:"Evenifshecomeshomeshewillnotcook." 

Tyler:"YohSirspeaker." 

Me:"Notnowyouguys.You'reglowingmosadi" 

Khethiwe:"Thankyou" 

Me:"Howfarareyou?" 

Khethiwe:"10weeks."

Me:"NcoaI'mhappyforyoubaby" 

Khethiwe:"Thankyoumommy"

Tyler:"TomorrowisValentine'sday.Whatshouldwe

expectashusbands?" 

Khule:"I'mtheonlyhusband"

Tyler:"I'mgonnabeonesoon" 



Khule:"Fromrightthereyoucanstartreferringto

yourselfashubby" 

Me:"Don'tlethimstandinyourwaywenadaddyT.

You'reourhusband"

Tyler:"TheQueenhasspoken.Whoareyouto

oppose?"

Khethiwe:"Ouch!"Tylerrushedtoher. 

Me:"Areyouokay?" 

Khethiwe:"Yeahjustacramp" 

Khule:"TakehertothrDr" 

Khethiwe:"I'mfinereally" 

Tyler:"Let'sgo.Justtobeonthrsafeside" 

Khethiwe:"I'mfineTyler" 

Khule:"No.Go"

Theyallwalkedout.Myphonerang.Ievenforgot

theyexisted. 

Me:"Hello?"

MamDino:"Ntombazaneyam.Howareyou?"



Me:"I'mfinehowareyouandeveryone?"

MamDino:"We'regood.Yourbabomncaneisjust

verysickandnowtheysayweneedtoperforma

ritual,acleansingsortofthingtosethimfree." 

Me:"Whatdoyoumeansethimfree?"Shetooka

deepbreath.

MamDino:"Heshouldbelonggonebuthecan'tgo

unlessheconfesstohissins" 

Me:"That'sbad.MinamaIamatthehospital.I

prematurelygavebirthandstayedincomafor2

weeksIdon'tknowifI'llbeabletomakeit"

MamDino:"MkhwenyanacalledandinformedusI

haveforgotten,mymindisallovertheplaceI'm

sorry.Iwillcomethereandstayuntilyouareallokay

thenwecanmakeareturnhometogetthisover

withanddonebecauseitcan'tbedonewithoutyou"

Me:"Youdon'thaveto.Justlookafterbabomncane"

MamDino:"Khethelo.Iwanttocome.Youwilltell

mewhencanI.Myairtimeisrunningout."

Me:"Thankyou.Iwill"



Shehungup.Ifhethinksitspainthatheisfeeling

rightnowhehasn'tfeltnothingbecauseIamnot

goingthereuntilmychildrenhavefullyrecovered

andthatisinmonthstocome...

•••

[Quinton]

IgotoffthephonewithKhuleandcontinuedwithmy

relaxation.AfterthestuntthatNkulepulled,Ineeded

torelax.AfterseeingthehouseYoliandherguyshit

theroad.IguessithadmuchtodowithwhatNkule

did,shewasnolongerherself.

Icouldfeelherabsence.Icheckedthetime.Itwas

closeto8pm.Igotupanddressedupthenwalked

out.

Iwenttoabardownstairs.

Itwasparked.ThisneverhappensinJo'burg.

Durbanpeoplemustbealcoholics. 

Me:"Castleliteplease" 

Barman:"Itsonspecial.Itcomeswithashot" 

Me:"Lemonincluded?" 



Barman:"YesSir" 

Me:"Servemethen"

Hedid.Idrankupandfocusedonmycastlelite.It

pluggedonfaster.ItsbeenawhilesinceIgotdrunk.

Iaskedforasecondone.

Averybeautifulladytookaseatnexttome.She

orderedthosefemaledrinks.Iorderedmoreshots.

Her:"Aretheydoingthetrick?"Iturnedtoher. 

Me:"Prettymuch" 

Her:"Mybrother,canIhave5ofthose?"She'sblack

buthaveadifferentaccent.

Me:"Whoa!Areyoutryingtodie?" 

Her:"Ineedsomethingstronginordertodie.This

won'tkillme"

Thebarmanbroughtherorder.Shegulpedthem

downinamoment.Wow. 

Me:"I'dlikealastone" 

Her:"Lulama" 



Me:"Quinton" 

Her:"Areyouhavingfunorfightingoffsomething?" 

Me:"I'mhavingfun.Whataboutyou?" 

Lulama:"Onvacationandexploringmyhome

country" 

Me:"Whereareyoufrom?" 

Her:"PretoriabutIliveinLondon"thatexplainsthe

Britisheccent

Me:"Ohgood" 

Her:"Youlivehere?" 

Me:"Yes.Ijustmovedthisside.Iamhavingfunon

mylastsayonthishotel.TomorrowI'mmovingto

mynewhouse" 

Her:"Wannamakeyourlastdayatahotelworthit?"I

frowned."Icankeepyouawakeallnight"Icleared

mythroat."Yourmindisdirtysir.Let'sgo"

Me:"Wherearegoing?" 

Her:"Myhotelroom.Ihave4botttlesofwhiskey,

snacksandgamestolastyoualifetime"



Ipaidthebillthenoffwewent.Whyismyguard

down?...

•••

[Tyler]

ItfeltlikeadreamuntilIrealizeditwasn'tshewas

reallysobbing.Iopenedmyeyes.Isearchedforher

ontheothersideofthebedwithmyhand.

Shewasn'tthere.Shewascryinginthebathroom.I

quicklygotupandrushedthere.Ifoundheronthe

floor. 

Me:"Baby.what'swrong?"Ipickedherupand

rushedout.Shecouldn'tutteraword,Icouldtellshe

wasinsomuchpain.

Iwaspanicking.Iputheratthebackseatandgotin

tooandreversedoutofthegarage.Ipunchedthe

codewrong4times.Myhandsweretrembling.My

wholebodywas.

IfinallygotitrightandIdroveoff.

Wearrivedattheclinic.Irushedinside. 

Me:"Mygirlfriend.She'spregnantandshe'sinpain"



Nurse:"whatkindofpain?"

Me:"HowthehelldoIknow!She'spregnant!" 

Nurse:"Isshebleeding?"

Anursefromnowheregrabbedmyhandandwalked

withmeoutside. 

Her:"MrDubepleaseshowmeyourcar"Ipointedat

it.Icouldn'tspeakanymoreIwascrying.Sherushed

tothebackseat."PulengIneedastretcher!"

Aladycamewithawheelchair.Theyputherinitand

rushedinside. 

Ifollowedbehind. 

Her:"DrMokoetsishe'spregnant" 

Dr:"Helpmeputherinthebed"

Thenursepulledmyhandagainleadingmeoutside

theward.

Her:"Pleasestayhere.TheDrwillbeoutina

minute" 

IsaidThankyouandsatonachair.Shewalkedoff.I

keptstompingmyfootontheground.



Godthisisthetimetoshowyourself.Shewasn't

bleeding.Iguessthatisagoodsign.

Iwaitedforabout40minutes.TheDrfinallycame

out.Igotup.

Dr:"Dube" 

Me:"Yes.Issheokay?" 

Dr:"Sheis" 

Me:"Thebaby?" 

Dr:"I'msorryman" 

Me:"No" 

Dr:"Thefetushasnoheartbeat." 

Me:"Butshewasn'tbleeding" 

Dr:"Shewas.Shejusthadapadon.Mydeepest

condolences"

Hewalkedoff.Isatonthechair.Igotupandsat

downagain.Godwouldn'tdomelikethat.Ipushed

thedooropen.Shewasasleep.Iwenttoher,Iput

myhandonherstomach.Ifelttearsfillingmyeyes.I

satonachairnexttothebedandscreamed
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•••

[Katlego]

Ifeltsomeoneshakingmealsocallingoutmyname.

Imumbledopeningmyeyes,Ihateitwhensomeone

wakesmeup. 

Me:"What?"

Chris:'Getup.Tylerisattheclinic"

Me:"What?Why?Whathappened?"Isaidgettingout

ofbedreachingforaclothingnearer.Ifoundmy

dress. 

Chris:"Hejustsaidthatandhungup"

Me:"OhmyGod.IshouldgowakeKhethiweup"

Tyler:"He'swithher" 

Me:"Godpleaseno"

Irushedafterhim...

Wearrivedattheclinic.Wehadtobegandbeg

beforetheyledusintoaconsultingroomthatthey



saidsheison.

Iknockedonceandwentin.Hehadhisheadburied

inhishands.Isatonachairandtouchedhim,he

jumped. 

Me:"I'msorry.Whatisgoingon?"Hiseyestroubled

me,hehadbeencryingandthatisn'tgood."Tyler"he

silentlysobbed.IlookedatChrishejusttightened

hisjawsandlookedup.IbroughtTylerclosertome.

Iwasfightingbacktheurgetocry.

Tyler:"Welostthebaby"thatstungmyheart,the

tearsbecamestrongerIfailedtoholdthemin....

•••

Thefollowingday

[Khethelo]

Iwokeuptohimbusyonhisphone.Hedidnotlook

happy,hedidn'tevennoticeIamawake.Itriedtosit

upright,hegotupandhelpedme.Hekissedmy

forehead. 

Khule:"Howdidyousleep?" 

Me:"Isleptverywellthankyou,themedication



workedwonders."

Khule:"I'mglad.TheDrsaidwecangetridofthis

wheelchairnow" 

Me:"Idon'tthinkI'mstrongenoughtowalkonmy

own" 

Khule:"Iamyourpillarofstrengthremember"I

smiled. 

Me:"Thankyou"

Hetookadeepsigh. 

Khule:"Khethiwelostthebaby"Igasped."Itsone

thingafteranother.Idon'tknowhowtofeel" 

Iwipedthetears. 

Me:"Pleasepassmewater"hedid.Hejusttookmy

handandkisseditthenwalkedout.Hehasno

comfortwhenhe'salsohurtingI'vegottenusedtoit.

DearGodtheywerelookingforwardtoit.Theyare

youngbutIdamnsureknowtheyweregoingto

figureitout.

Myphonerang.Idrankwateragain. 



Me:"MamDino" 

MamDino:"Ntombam.CanIcometoday?" 

Me:"Uhm...somethinghappenedsoIthinkthese

peoplewillneedtheirtimealone." 

MamDino:"OhI'msorry.Tellmesoonaseverything

goesbacktonormal" 

Me:"Don'tyoumindstayingatahotel?" 

MamDino:"Thatsoundsgreat.Whydidn'tIthinkof

it.Letmebook" 

Me:"Iwilltakecareofthepayments"

MamDino:"There'snoneed.There'senoughmoney

inallthesebankaccounts"Ichuckled.

Me:"Okblesser.Letmegotakeashowerandgo

seemylittlepumpkins"

MamDino:"OkmyAngel.Takecare" 

Me:"Thankyou"

Ihungup.Whythesuddenchangeoftreatment?She

mustbedoingitforthatcleansing.Itriedtogetoff

thebedandwenttothebathroomasslowlyasI



could...

•••

[Narrated]

Lelofinishedservingeveryone.ChrisandKatlego

walkedinfollowingeachother.Chriswenttothe

loungeafterexchanginggreetingswithLelo.Kat

pulledachairandsatdown.Lelofixedheraplate

andwenttositnexttoher. 

Kat:"Thankyou"

Lelo:"Howisshe?" 

Kat:"She'samess.She'snotsayingaword."

Lelo:"Ifeelforher.Itsquiteapainfulexperience.

Andverytraumaticforsomeoneherage" 

Kat:"Yeahitis.Iwillnevergetusedtothisfamily's

constantbadluck.Thisistoomuchhonestly" 

Lelo:"Howoftendoyoupray?" 

Kat:"Areyoukiddingme?Everyday!" 

Lelo:"Sometimeswehavetoprayeverychancewe

get.Godisalwaysallears." 



Kat:"Ihearyou"

Therewasnoisefromthelounge.Theybothrushed

there.TheyfoundKhuleandCalvinlookingintoeach

other'seyespanting. 

Calvin:"Icannotchangethepast.Ihadno

intentionsofcominghereandacknowledgeyouas

myfamilybutIhadtobecausesomebodytoldme

yourmotherhasbeenlookingoutformeandthat

yourwife'slifedependedonme.Ihadtodotheright

thing.IamnotalsoenjoyingstayingherebutI

respectmyelders.Stopusingthis"Itriedtokill

Tyler"bullshit.Ididnot!Thatshouldcountfor

something.Sojusttomakeeverythingeasier.I'm

leaving" 

KatlegolookedatMamkhulu.Mamkhulujust

shrugged.Kat 

NudgedLelo. 

Kat:"Youroldwifedutiesbeginsnow"she

whisperedtoher.

Calvinreachedforhisphoneonthetableand

headedtothestairs. 



Lelo:"Whereareyougoing?" 

Calvin:"Totakemychild.We'releaving" 

Lelo:"Nowearenot"

Hestopped."Don'tlookatmelikethat.It'sonlyday

4today.We'llleavetomorrowevening.You

gentlemenshouldfindawaytotolerateeachother,

likeitornotyou'reofthesameblood.Gocooloff

andforgetaboutleavingcauseitsnothappening"

Calvin:"Areyououtofyourmind?" 

Mamkhulu:"Noshe'snotbutyoubothare.Come

backhereboy"hehesitatedabitbuteventuallywent

backtositdown.LeloandKatdisappeared. 

Mamkhulu:"Youthinkthisisagame?"Noneofthem

werelookingather."Iamnottalkingtomyselfkids.

Doyouthinkthisisagame?" 

Chris:"Nomah" 

Mamkhulu:"Thenwhyareyoubehavinglikethis?" 

Chris:"We'resorry" 

Mamkhulu:"Khule?" 



Khule:"We'resorry" 

Mamkhulu:"Calvin?" 

Calvin:"We'resorry" 

Mamkhulu:"I'mhonestlysickandtiredofyou.You're

behavingliketoddlers.Fromnowon,shallIhearyou

allarguingoreverputtinghandsoneachother,I

sweartoyoualltheDubeswouldrisejusttowatch

whatIwillbedoingtoyou"

Shegotupandheadedouttothebackarea. 

Khulechuckled. 

Chris:"Whatcouldshepossiblydotoustheycould

needancestorsasaudience?"Theyalllaughed...

•••

[Quinton]

Iclimbedoutofbedanddressedupquickly.I

checkedatthetime.Shit!

Itookmywatchandwalkedout.Shewasnowherein

sight.Iwalkedoutthemaindoorandgotonthelift.

Ifoundmyroomsqueakyclean.Itookwateroutof



thefridgeanddrankup.Ireadthemessagesfrom

Khule.Icalledhimback.

Khule:"Eita" 

Me:"Sure.Whatdoyoumeanshelostthebaby?" 

Khule:"Imeanthebabyisn'tthereanymore.Iam

evenscaredtogocheckuponthem"Iscratchedmy

head. 

Me:"I'lltrytoflytheretomorrowevening.Howis

everyone?" 

Khule:"Coping.Thelittletwinsaregettingthereeach

daysandthentheolderonesnolongerdrinkmilk" 

Me:"Tellmeyou'reforcingitonthem" 

Khule:"Theyspititout.Thismeatisdrivingthem

crazy,theircheeksareexpanding"Ichuckled.

Me:"Thisisallyourfault.You'reabaddaddy.Those

peopleareonly8months" 

Khule:"Theylook2yearsold.Whyweren'tyou

answeringyourphonelastnight?" 

Me:"Itwasonsilent" 



Khule:"Isentsomeonetocheckonyoubutyou

weren'tinyourroom?" 

Me:"Areyoustalkingme?" 

Khule:"No.Igetworriedwhenyoudon'tanswerthe

phone" 

Me:"Iwasoutdrinking" 

Khule:"Okay.LetmenapandgototheHospital"

Kyliewalkedinspeakingtothephonefollowedby4

guys.Idon'tknowwhyisshealwaysthisloud.She

orderedthemtopackupeverything.

Me:"Okayman.I'llcallyouifIremembered" 

Khule:"Aisuka"Ichuckledandhungup.Ipoured

myselfcoffee.

Shehandedmethephone. 

Kylie:"ItsYols"wellIcanseethat. 

Me:"HeyYols"shelaughed.

Yoli:"Godforbid.HowareyouSir?" 

Me:"I'mgoodMiss,howisyourself?" 



Yoli:"AsgoodasI'veeverbeenbefore.Areyoustill

atthehotel?" 

Me:"Yes.Iammovingouttodaythough.Isthata

kitchen?" 

Yoli:"Yesitis" 

Me:"You'reredoingit?" 

Yoli:"Yes."Awomanappearedbehindher. 

Woman:"Whoisthis?" 

Yoli:"MrDube" 

Shebroughtthescreenclosertoher.

Woman:"Yoliyoubetterbenotbepregnantbyhis

child"shesaidanddisappeared.Yolilaughed."First

acarnowvideocalls,Ireallydon'twantblack

grandchildren"Ilaughed.I'mnoteventhatdarkand

noneofmykidsevertookmycomplexion. 

Yoli:"Mama!I'msorryaboutthat"

Me:"It'sokay." 

Yoli:"Where'syourcrazygirlfriend?"



Me:"Who'sthat?" 

Yoli:"Nkule"Ichuckled.Thatdramaqueen

Me:"Atherhousewithherhusband." 

Yoli:"Ok.I'mbuildingagarageformybaby" 

Me:"Ithoughtyouweregoingtosayyou'rebusy

withyourlearners" 

Yoli:"Ijustarrivedyesterday.Iamcurrentlybusy

withthekitchenthennextweekI'llgobookforit" 

Me:"Goodgirl.Kyliehasdisappearedsomewherein

thishouse." 

Yoli:"Pleasetellhertocallmewhenyougettothe

house" 

Me:"Iwill.Keepwell" 

Yoli:"Thankyou.Youdotoo.Bye"

Shehungup.

Iputthephoneawayanddrankcoffee. 

Kylie:"Yoliissomethingelse.She'sbuildingher

momahouse" 



Me:"Really?Sheonlytoldmeaboutthegarage" 

Kylie:"ShetoldmebecauseI'mherfriend.And

guesswhat?" 

Me:"Yes?" 

Kylie:"Iwillbeherdateforgraduation.Herparents

willbothbethere" 

Me:"Thenyouaren'tgoing" 

Kylie:"Andwhyisthat?" 

Me:"I'mkidding"sherolledhereyesandwalkedoff.

Shereallyisn'tgoing.AndIthinkImadeamistake

withtheDubepetrolcard.

Itookoutmyphone.

"MorningMissVilakazi.Ihavealittlerequest.Please

keepthepetrolcardawayfromyourfather,himand

mydadhadbeefbackinthedaysohewon't

appreciateitthatwehavethatkindofrelationship.

Andthefactthatyouworkedforme,pleasedon'tlet

himknow"

Shealreadytoldhermom.Thisisgoingtoblowout...



•••

[Tyler]

Shegotbackfromthebathroom.Itookthebagand

wewalkedout.

ThedrivetomyhousewassilentandIdidn'tmind

becauseIwasn'tinthemoodtospeak.

Wearrivedafterawhile.Imadehersomethingtoeat.

Ifoundhercurleduponthecouch.Iputthefoodon

thetableandsatonthearmrest. 

Me:"Youshouldeat" 

Khethiwe:"I'mnothungry" 

Me:"Youcan'ttakemedsonanemptystomach" 

Khethiwe:"Idon'twantanymedication.Iwantmy

child!" 

Me:"Whydidyouhaveapadon?"Shegotupand

lookedatmewithhereyesfulloftears. 

Khethiwe:"Iwasbleeding" 

Me:"Whydidn'tyouwakeme?Andwhendidyou



noticethatyouwerebleeding?" 

Khethiwe:"Whereareyougoingwiththis?" 

Me:"Idon'tknow.Youtellme.Didyoueventakethe

medicationthattheDrgaveyouattheHospital?" 

Khethiwe:"OfcourseIdid.Tylerwhatareyou

accusingmeof?" 

Me:"Atthispoint.Ireallydon'tknow,youhadapad

onwhichmeansyouwereawarethatsomething

waswrongbutyoudidn'tbothertoletmeknow.

Maybeifyoulovedthischildasyouclaimyou

would'vetoldmethemomentyousawblood."

Shegotupandranupstairscrying.Ireachedformy

carkeysandwalkedout...

•••

[Khule]

Iparkedandtookoutmyphonetocheckuponthem.

Thedaywentbyfasttoday.Thetwinshavegained3

morekilos.Icouldn'tbehappier.

Hedrovein,onafullblast.Ithinkhehasaloose

screw.Yesterdaywespokeaboutthisbuthe'sdoing



itagaintoday.HeturneditoffsoonashenoticedI'm

insidemycar.

Icalledhim.Hewalkedtowardsmycar. 

Mtho:"Goodevening" 

Me:"Getin" 

Mtho:"Areyousure?"

Me:"Whatareyousmokingthesedays?"

Hegotin."WhatdidIsayaboutnoise?"

Mtho:"I'msorryIforgottoturnitoff" 

Me:"Alittlebirdietellsmeyoudidnotavailyourself

atworkyesterday" 

Mtho:"Thelilbirdieislying" 

Me:"IfIcouldopenthefootageIcouldseeyou?" 

Mtho:"Yes"Bonga'scardrovein.

Me:"IfyoueverskipworkIwilldeductyoursalary" 

Mtho:"Itwon'thappenagainIpromise.CanIgonow?

I'mhungry" 

Me:"Go.Bringmejuice.TellBongatocomehere" 



Mtho:"Ok"hegotout.

Bongagotinafterafewminutes. 

Bonga:"Baba?" 

Me:"DidyouknowIgetthefootageofDube

constructionsofthedayeveryday" 

Bonga:"NoIdidn'tknow" 

Me:"EvenoftheCEOsoffice"helookedatme."YesI

sawyou.Thatisaplaceofworknotofsex.You

layingthepoorchildondesks.Tellmeifyouneeda

roomwithabed"hekepthisheaddown."Youcan

go"

Heopenedthedoorandwalkedoff.Ifollowedout.

Kat:"Uhmdaddywetwinspleasepassbyhere"I

wenttothem."Ihaveaproblemhere.Mysister

cameunannounced.Canshestayforsupper?" 

Me:"Youdon'thavetoaskmamaHawu.She's

welcome.Where'sshe?" 

Kat:"She...ohheresheis"shefrozewhenoureyes

metandthenquicklywalkedovertostandnextto

Katlego."HernameisLulama,LuhthisisKhule



Chris'sbigbrother,Khethelo'shusband" 

Me:"NicetomeetyouLulama"

Luh:"Oh.Nicetomeetyou"shetookasipofwine.

Iwalkedupstairstochangeintocoolerclothes.

ThedoorswungwideopenrightafterIfinished

changing. 

Lulama:"Youhaveawife?" 

Me:"Uhmyes" 

Lulama:"Youcheatedonher?" 

Me:"Sorry?" 

Lulama:"YouleftherhereandwenttoDurban.And

whywereyouQuintonyesterdayandKhuletoday?" 

Me:"Whoa!whoa!I'mKhulekaniandyou're

confusingmewithmytwinbrotherQuinton" 

Lulama:"I'mnotstupid'

Me:"Soyouallslepttogether?" 

Shelookedatmedisgustedandwalkedout.Thisis

whyhewasn'tAnsweringhisphone.



Katlego:"I'msosorry.Apologize"shesaidnudging

her.

Lulama:"I'msorry.Thisisfreaky"

Katlego:"Onyourfirstdayyou'vealready

embarrassedme"Ichuckled. 

Me:"Itsokay"

Theywalkedoff. 

Lulama:"Ishiswifeevensureheonlysleptwith

him?" 

Katlego:"Shecantellthemapartdummyandshut

uphecanhearyou"

YesIcan.Let'sjusthopetheyusedprotection...
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ChapterTwenty-Six

•••

[Chris]

Iarrivedatapubthathiscarwaslocatedat.Ilooked



aroundforhim.Hewasseatedinacorneralonewith

alotofemptybottlesbeforehim.Isatdownbeside

him. 

Tyler:"Whatareyoudoinghere?"Heaskedand

pickedupabottletohismouth.

Me:"Didyouseethetime?" 

Tyler:"NobutI'msureyoudid." 

Me:"YesIdid.Itstimetogohome"hechuckledand

shookhishead. 

Tyler:"Iprefertobehere.Withpeoplewhoareall

abouthavingfun.Idon'twanttogohome" 

Me:"Who'vedrank24bottlesalready.LookIknow

howyoufeelbuttoaccuseKhethiweofsuchisjust

absurd" 

Tyler:"Sheknewshewaslosingthebaby.Whydidn't

shetellme?" 

Me:"Youdidnotaskherthat.She'salsogoing

throughahardtimeandyouputtingablameonher

doesn'tmakeiteasier" 

Tyler:"Soshecalledyoutovent?Andhowdidyou



evenfindme?" 

Me:"Itdoesn'tmatterwhoshecalledandhowI

foundyou"Igotupandpulledhimup.Heresisted."I

willcarryyououtofhere.Saveyourself

embarrassment"

Hetookhisbottleandwewalkedout.Isearchedfor

hiscarkeys.Charleswaswaitingoutsidemycar.I

tossedthekeystohim. 

Me:"We'regoingtohishouse"henoddedand

walkedoff.IputTyleronthebackseat."Sleep"

Igotinanddroveoff...

•••

[Khethiwe]

Ifeltthesunpenetratemypooreyes.Iturnedto

facetheotherway.Icouldn'tforceanysleep

anymore.Ifeltweightpressingonthebedandthen

awarmhandonmyarm.

Iopenedmyeyes.Shesmiled.

Katlego:"Imadeyoufood" 



Me:"I'mnothungry" 

Katlego:"Itsnotrealfood.Fruitsaladandjuice.You

needtotakeyourmedication." 

Me:"Didtheyfindhim?"Isatuprightandtookatray. 

Kat:"Yestheydid.Theyjustarrivedacoupleof

minutesago.They'redownstairswithMamkhulu"

RightafterIcalledKatlegolastnightshecameto

fetchmeandChriswentontolookforTyler. 

Me:"Ok.Ineedtotakeashowerfirst."Iputthetray

asideandclimbedoffthebed. 

Kat:"Iwillbedownstairsifyouneedanything" 

Me:"Thankyou"

ShewalkedawayandIgotintotheshower.

Ifoundhimsittingonthebedwithanultrasound

printoutonhishands.Iappliedlotionanddressed

upandtookmyfoodandsatonthecouch.Istarted

eating.Youwouldsweartherewasnopeopleinthe

room.Onlythesoundofthespoonagainstthebowl

wasaudible.



Tyler:"Ihavelookedforwardtomanythingsinmy

lifebutbeingadadtookthecup.EachdayIwished

itwastheduedatesoIcouldholdhim/her.Kissthe

littlelips,lovethemlikethey'retheonlythinginthe

world.Maybeifyoutoldmethemomentyousaw

bloodtheDrwould'vebeenabletosaveit"I

chuckledindisbelief. 

Me:"SoyoureallythinkIwantedmybabytodie?I

don'tknowwhatyouthinkofmeTylerDubebutthis

ispurecraziness." 

Tyler:"Whydidyouhaveapadondammit!" 

Me:"Don'tyoudareshoutatme.Itriedtowakeyou

upbutyoukeptsaying"no"IusedthelaststrengthI

hadtoreachforthetoiletrybagandnewpajamas."I

stoppedandcried.Idon'tknowwhathurtmore,him

accusingmeofkillingmychildorthefactthatIfelt

helpless."RightafterIchangedandputthepadonI

collapsed.Icouldn'tgetup.Youarrivedafter30

minutesTyler,afterIhavebeencallingyoufor

minutes!Speakingofsomeoneweshouldblamefor

thelossofourchilditisyou!Hadyouwokenup

whenIwokeyoumaybeitcould'vebeensaved"Igot



upandheadedtothelaundrybasket.Itookoutthe

sheetandapajamapant."Thisisyourproof."

Itookthetrayandheadedtothedoor. 

Tyler:"Baby" 

Me:"Gotohell"Iclosedthedoorbehindme.

IfoundLeloandKatlegointhekitchen. 

Kat:"Awwbaby.Don'tcry"shetookthetrayaway

andhuggedme. 

Me:"He'sstillblamingmeforit" 

Lelo:"He'sgrievingwrongly.Calvindidthat.Don'tlet

himgettoyoumylove.Youknowyoudidn'tkillthat

baby" 

Me:"Dowestillhavegin?" 

Kat:"Noalcoholuntilyou'redonewithyour

medication" 

Me:"Ireallyneedit" 

Lelo:"Itsday5.Wecangoout"

Me:"Idon'tfeellikebeinginacrowd" 



Lelo:"Wegonnabringthefunherethen."Khule

walkedin. 

Khule:"Wives" 

Us:"Hello"

Khule:"MadladlacanIstealyouforasecond?" 

Inoddedandfollowedhimoutuntilwewereatthe

patio.

Isatdown.Heremainedstanding. 

Khule:"I'msorryaboutwhathappened.Ineverything

justknowwe'rehereasyourelderbrothers.Iwould

likeyoutogohomethisweekendandinformgogo

aboutallthisspwe'llbeabletocomeandpay

damagesandhaveyoucleansed." 

Me:"Iwill"I'mnotevensureifgogowillletmeinto

heryard. 

Khule:"AboutTyler.I'mgonnatalktohim.Ifyoufeel

likeyoucan'tstandhispresence.Youcantakethe

keysoftheoldhouseandgostaythereuntil

Saturday" 

Me:"Thankyou" 



Khule:"Everythingwillbeokay."Inodded."Youmay

gobackinside"

Igotupandwalkedinside...

•••

[Quinton]

MyphonerangjustasIfinisheddressinguponmy

workcostume. 

Me:"Brother" 

Khule:"Heywaiter.Whywasyourphoneofflast

night?" 

Me:"Itwascharging.Iforgottoswitchiton" 

Khule:"Doyouperhapsknowanyonebythenameof

Lulama?" 

Me:"No.Dowehaveaproblem?"

Khule:"Yes." 

Me:"Whatisit?" 

Khule:"YoushaggedKatlego'seldersister" 

Me:"You'reoutofyourmind" 



Khule:"Shecametomyroomonsome"Soyou

cheatedonyourwife?"And"WhyareyouQuintonin

DurbanandKhulehere"

Me:"Fuck!Withblondehaircut?" 

Khule:"Yes" 

Me:"She'sthere?" 

Khule:"ShewasyesterdaybutI'msureshe'llcome

backagaintodaytoseeherbabysister" 

Me:"Whatasmallworld.Byedailysunmyshifthas

began" 

Khule:"Tsek"Ichuckledandhungup.

Iprayweneverbumpintoeachother.

Itookmynotebookandwenttothefronttodowhat

I'mgettingpaidfor.

Iwenttothisyoungmanandhisladysittingatthe

corner.Theyhadmenusbeforethembutnofood.

Me:"Goodday.MayItakeyourorders?" 

Lady:"YesSirplease.Iwouldlikemediumraresteak

andgreeksaladandorangejuice" 



Me:"Andyoumyman?"

Him:"I'llhavewhatshe'shaving" 

Me:"Comingrightup"

Itooktheorderinandservedothertables.

Ithenfetchedtheirorder. 

Him:"Ithasbeendamn45minutes" 

Me:"I'mdeeplysorryforthatwehaveaproblemwith

ourmachines" 

Him:"DoyouknowIcouldreportyouto

managementandyoulosethislittlejob?" 

Lady:"Zamokuhle" 

Him:"Nothisisbullshithemustknow."Heputhis

carkeysonthetable.HiskeyholderwasofThe

DubeLogistics.Hemustbeoneofthenew

employees.

Me:"YouworkfortheDubes?Thatcompanyusually

hireveryrespectiveindividuals.I'msurprisedyou

treatwaiterslikethis" 

Him:"Maybetheyowesomethingtothem.Getthe



fuckoutofmyface"

Me:"Don'tsettlethebill,itsonthehouse.I'mdeeply

sorryagainfordelayingyourorder" 

Lady:"Itsokaysir" 

Me:"Haveagreatday"

Iwalkedaway.Whohiredthisdumbass?

•••

[Katlego]

WedecidedtogoandvisitKhethelo.Webought

balloonsandallthedramatichospitalgifts.Ididnot

forgetnewtracksuits.

WesawKhuleandsomewomantalkingand

laughing.Shewaseventouchinghim,thenerve!

Me:"Hubby.Ididintthinkwe'llfindyouhere" 

Khule:"Ohyou'rehere.Icametodokangaroobut

nowI'mgoinghome" 

Me:"Mmmh.Ismommyawake?" 

Khule:"Yessheis"Ilookedathimthenatthelady.



"OhthisisMtho'smother.Thesearemywives,Lelo

theeldest,KatlegothemiddleoneandKhethiwethe

lastborn" 

Her:"Nicetomeetyouall" 

Me:"Nicetomeetyoutoo" 

Khule:"Letmebounce"

Hesnatchedthecupofjuiceoutofmyhandand

headedtothelift.

Me:"Nexttimepleasekeepyourhandsoff" 

Her:"What?" 

Khethiwe:"Yes"

Wepassedherandwalkedon. 

Me:"AndKhuleistoostupidtorealizethisbitch

wantsapieceofhim" 

Lelo:"Comeonyouguys" 

Khethiwe:"Hhewenafirstwife.Areyouwearinga

blindfolder?ThathardcheekbonewantsDube" 

Me:"Shhhh"



Ipushedthedooropen."Surprise!" 

Shescreamedinexcitement. 

Khethelo:"Ithoughtyouallforgotaboutme" 

Me:"Noways!"Weallhuggedher. 

Khethelo:"Y'allaresobeautiful.Whatareyou

eating?" 

Lelo:"Meat"welaughed. 

Me:"Yahnowe'vehadenoughofitshame" 

Khethelo:"Lelocanyoubelieveit?" 

Lelo:"Itstillfeelslikeadreammosadi" 

Khethelo:"I'mjustgladweareincreasing.Where's

Amo?" 

Lelo:"Enquthutodoritualsforsomefamily.Howare

you?" 

Khethelo:"I'mgood.Icanwalkonmyownnow" 

Me:"That'samazingbaby.Andthetwins?" 

Khethelo:"Wecangoseethem" 

Khethiwe:"I'mholdingtheboyfirst"



Welaughedandwalkedouttothenursery.Wewore

glovesandcaps.

Khethelo:"CanItakethemout?" 

Nurse:"Noma'am." 

Khethiwe:"Awwwtheysocute.Babydollistaking

daddy'scomplexion"

Me:"Shebetternot" 

Khethelo:"Nkosingiphilehasalbinism"

Lelo:"You'rekiddingme.Mytwinstoo" 

Khethelo:"Really?" 

Lelo:"Yes.Butyoucan'ttellfromafar.Theylooklike

whitepeople" 

Me:"Ncoa.EvenNgiphile,Ithoughtitwasbaby

complexion" 

Khethelo:"Ican'twaitforthemtobebigenough.I

misshome" 

Me:"Theywillbabydon'tworry"Khethiwe'sphone

rang.Shewalkedout. 



Lelo:"Whoeatsalot?" 

Khethelo:"Nkosingithandile.Iwilljusthavetofeed

herthebottlewhenwegetdischarged.OrelseIwill

beskinny"Ilaughed. 

Me:"Shetakesaftertheirfathers" 

Lelo:"Truethat.NextmonthIamtakingMpendulo

offthebreast.I'mtired"

Welaughed.Khethiwegotin. 

Khethiwe:"Ladies.Letmeloveandleaveyou.Ihave

togototheclinictofetchmyresults.Bye" 

Me:"Byebabe"

Khethelo:"Didyoubringmefood?" 

Me:"Ofcourse.Let'sgoeat" 

Khethelo:"Howissheholdingup?" 

Me:"She'strying.Tylerisn'tmakingitanyeasier" 

Khethelo:"Ughthatcrazybastard.Hereallyirritated

mewiththatbullshit" 

Lelo:"Calmdown" 



Khethelo:"I'mcalm"

Wewalkedoutandwenttoherward....

•••

[Tyler]

Shefoundmeontheline.Wewerenext.Shesatfar

awayfromme.Itookoutmyphoneandtextedher.

'I'msorry'shereaditandfacedthephonedown. 

'Itwasstupidofmetoeventhinkofthat.Iloveyou'

Shereaditagainandlookedatme.

"Next"Igotupandcalledher.

Webothtookaseat.

Dr:"MissDladla.Wouldyoulikemetogiveyouyour

resultsinfrontofMrDube?"Shenodded."Okay.Iran

thetestsandithappensthatyourmiscarriagewas

causedbythefactthatyouruteruscannotcarry

childrenintofullterm" 

Me:"Whydoesthatmean?"

Dr:"ItmeansthatMissDladlacouldneverbeableto



carryachildupto9months.Heruterusisn'tstrong

enoughtokeepthefetusuptoatleast14weeks." 

Me:'Sothatmeanswecan'thavekids?" 

Dr:"No.There'saremanymethods.Surrogacyisone

ofthem"

Shegotupandrushedout. 

Me:"Excuseme"

Iranafterher.Ifoundheroutsidecrouchingand

sobbing.Ipulledhertostandupstraightandhugged

her. 

Me:"Don'tcrybaby.We'reinthistogetherokay.We

gonnahaveourownkids.Ipromiseyou."

Shesobbedevenmore.ItriedtoremainstrongbutI

failed.Iendedupcryingtoo....
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•••

[Emihle]

Webothstoodimpatientlyoutofthetoilet.My

insideswereturningIhadthisstrongurgetokick



thedoordownandseetheresults.

Brad:"Whatifitcomesoutpositive?"

Me:"Wellwe'rebothdead" 

Brad:"Whatisgoingtokillus?" 

Me:"Mybrothers" 

Brad:"Ohplease.Theyareveryfondofmethey

wouldbehappythatI'mthefather"

Alothappenedlastmonth.Heendedupmeetingthe

wholefamilyourhugefightoversomeskankthat

showeduplookinglikeaChristmastreeon

Valentine'sdaydisturbingourdinner.Andmy

hypocritebrotherswelcomedhimwithbothwarm

hands."Becausehe'snotJason"KhulesaidwhenI

askedhimwhyishesonicetohim. 

Me:"OkI'mopeningthisdoor"Ipusheditopenand

wentovertothetests.Whew! 

Brad:"Arewegoingtobeparentsornot?" 

Me:"Notthistimearound."Isaidwithagenuine

smile."Ishouldstarttakinganinjection.Thepillisa

lotofwork" 



Brad:"Aslongasitwilltreatyouwell" 

Me:"Itwill.Letmebathandgotothehospital" 

Brad:"IwilltellSiphotomakeussomethingtoeat"

hewalkedaway.

Me:"ItisyourturntofetchKhwezifromthesoccer

match"Ishouted. 

Brad:"Thankyoulove"

Ifilledthetub.ImagineawholemewithanIndian

baby?MaNgcobowouldskinmealive.

•••

[Khethiwe]

Theworstyetthebest4weeksofmylife.Gogo

welcomedmewithwarmlovingarmswhenIwent

home.Wecriedintoeachother'sarmsuntilher

daughterdecidedwedisruptthemoment.Itold

themeverythingandgogoagreedfortheDube'sto

come.Icouldn'tbemorehappier.Everythingwent

accordingly.Thenaweeklatertheycamefor

amaloboloofwhichIregretagreeingtobecause

KhuleaskedmeifIstillwanttogoaheadwiththem.



Tylerhaschangedsomuchafterthat.HesaysI'm

seeingthisbutmygutcanfeelsomethingisnot

right.

Ijumpedatthesoundofsomeonespeaking. 

Tyler:"Aibo.What'sup?

Me:"Nothing.Iwasjustdeepinmythoughts" 

Tyler:"OkI'mgoingtoJo'burg.Areyoutagging

along?"HemovedtoPretoria.EachmorningIdrive

toJo'burgifIsleptover,he'sopeninghislawfirm

thisside.

Me:"No.Iwaswiththemyesterdayafterknocking

off" 

Tyler:"Ok.I'llseeyoulaterthen"hekissedmycheek

andwalkedout.

IcalledKhethelo.She'senjoyingnotbeingtheolder

wife.TheceremonytowelcomeMthoandCalvin

homewentsuccessfully.AllKhethelocouldsaywas

"AtlastIhavesomebargainoffmyshoulders"

Khethelo:"Babes" 

Me:"Heymommy.How'sthetopdeck?"Shelaughed.



Tylercallsthebabiestopdeck.Hewentcrazyover

Ngiphile,excitedthatatlastthere'sanotherlight

skinnedmaleinthefamily. 

Khethelo:"Theyaregoodandwemightget

dischargedanytimefromtoday" 

Me:"Wow.Thatisgoodnews.Iwillseeyouguyson

Monday" 

Khethelo:"Where'shusband?" 

Me:"HejustleftforJo'burg" 

Khethelo:"OhOk.Hashenotcomebackhome

again?" 

Me:"No.Butthingsarestillawkward.Somethingis

offaboutus" 

Khethelo:"Ithinkyouguysshouldtalk" 

Me:"ItoldhimyesterdaybeforeIcameherebuthe's

beenupanddown.Thismorningwasourchanceto

speakbuthejustcameandtoldmehe'sgoingto

Jo'burg"

Khethelo:"Whathasgottentohim!I'dtellKhuleto

speaktohimbutyouguyshavetotalkaboutitfirst" 



Me:"Ihavebeentryingbuthedoesn'tseemlikehe

wantstotalkatall.Iwasthinkingmaybeweshould

justcalloffthrengagement.Itspossiblewe'renot

readyforthispartofourlives" 

Khethelo:"Donotspeaklikethat.Thismightbea

testtoseeifyouguysarereadyforthenextstep.

Proveitthatyouare" 

Me:"Wearenot.Itsveryclear" 

Khethelo:"Thefactthatyou'rewillingtosithim

downandlayitbeforehimthatyou'renotmanaging

wellwithhisbehaviormeanssomethingbabe.Try" 

Me:"Iamtrying"Atearescapedmyeye. 

Khethelo:"Tryharderandifyoufailevenatthat.

Packyourthingsandleavethatengagementringon

hiskitchencounterandtakeavacationto

Mauritius."Iwipedmytears. 

Me:"Ihaveonelasttryinme" 

Khethelo:"Don'tcrybaby.Yougotthisokay" 

Me:"Thankyou" 

Khethelo:"JustdrivehereorcallLiamtofetchyou.



We'llhavelunchoutside.Bringwine"Ichuckled. 

Me:"Okay" 

Khethelo:"Waitingonyoupumpkin." 

Me:"Byehun"

Shehungup.She'llforeverbeamommytome.

She'stheeasiesttotalkto.Shelistensand

understands.Iputonmyshoesandtookmybag.I

can'tbelieveIstoppeddrinkingwinerightafterthe

Drbroketousthenewsofnotbeingabletocarryto

term,andthenhedoesallthathe'sdoing.Iamtrying

togivehimwhatIthinkheneeds.

AndoneofthenightshedidnotcomehomeandI

neverbotheredtoask...

•••

[Bonga]

AlthoughtherearechallengesatworkbutIwon't

dwellmuchonthatbecauselifehasbeenterribly

amazing.Everythingthatneededtobemendedat

homewas.Thefathersweren'tlikebefore.They

wereadjustingintohavingBabCalvinastheirolder



brotherandthatwasbestforeveryone.

Mylovelife?AllcansayisGodlovesusall.She's

everything.IloveherandI'mcertainthatwemake

eachotherhappy.

Thedoorpushedopen.BythewaydaddyQletMtho

andImoveintohishouse.Mtho's8weekswith

daddycametoanendandhismotherletusgo

aheadwiththeceremonyofintroducinghimtothe

Dubeancestors.Itwasthefunniestthingever.How

MkhuluNdodasaidit.Wealljustforgotitwas

supposedtobeaquietmomentandlaughed.

Me:"Iwasn'texpectingyoutoday" 

Mtho:"That'swhyIcame.Iboughtusnewfifa" 

Me:"Holditrighttheregenius.Wheredidyougetthe

money?"

Mtho:"Whyareyoulikeyourdads?Imadethethings

tobuyfifatobedone.Areweplayingornot?" 

Me:"Hellyeah.Butfirst,weshouldtaketheladies

outforaspadayorsomething'

Mtho:"Canwespendamomentwithoutyou



mentioningthosetwo?They'rehappywithoutus.As

wespeaktheyareinGoldReefcitywithoutusbut

you'reherethinkingoftakingthemtoaspaday." 

Me:"You'renotserious"heshruggedandfocusedon

hisfifa.Itookoutmyphoneandstarteddialing

Happy.

Itrangunansweredforacoupleofseconds. 

Mtho:"She'shavingfunshewon'tanswer" 

Happy:"Peanuts" 

Me:"Yeahright.Whywasn'tIinformedaboutGold

reefcity?" 

Happy:"I'msorrymyjellybeanbutIhadtotake

Ndaloout.She'shavingthattimeofthemonthandit

couldbeverydraining.Wejustdecidedthis

morning" 

Me:"Nevergoanywherewithoutinformingme" 

Happy:"I'msorryitwon'thappenagain" 

Me:"Itbetternot"Ihungup.

Babastrictlytoldmetolookafterherbecauseshe's



nowhavingathingwithmeshewillbeagoodtarget

toeveryenemyoutthere. 

Mtho:"Canweplaynow?'

Me:"Yeah.HaveyouheardfromYezwe?"

Mtho:"No.He'sisolatinghimself.I'mdonereaching

out" 

Me:"He'soneofus" 

Mtho:"Heknowsthatverywellbutdoesn'tbotherto

text,callorshowup" 

Me:"He'sstilldigestingthiswholething" 

Mtho:"You'resuchagoodpersonitsucks."Hegot

upanddisappearedtothekitchen.

Yezweisverydifferent.Hedoesn'treallyinteract

withhumans.Ihardlysawhimwhenwewereat

Estcourt.Ishouldgocheckuponthem...

•••

[Katlego]

Shethrewherselfnexttomeandtookmymeat. 



Me:"Howdidyougetin?" 

Luh:"Ibribedthecameras" 

Me:"I'mseriousLuh" 

Luh:"Okfine.ImistakenlysawthecodebutI

promiseIwillcallyoutoopenupforme" 

Me:"You'resomethingelse.Howdiditgo?" 

Luh:"Horrible.Ihateyourmother.Icouldn'tstand

herlyingassbeforeme.Ijustcouldn't.Ilostitand

hither" 

Me:"What!" 

Luh:"Pleasedon'tjudgeme.Thatwomanruinedmy

life." 

Me:"Buthither?" 

Luh:"Pleasedon'teventryactinnocent.Atsome

pointyoualsofeltlikeroughingherbitchassface

up" 

Me:"Yes.ButIdidn't.Youwenttheretomendthings

notmakethemworse"shehuffedandrolledher

eyes. 



Luh:"Itwasjustatinyslap" 

Me:"Itdoesn'tmatter!LulamaIwantaverybeautiful

wedding" 

Luh:"Whydoyouneedher?I'mhereforyou" 

Me:"Lulamayouroverseasmindsetiscrazy.The

Dubesareverycultural.Chrisislookingforwardfor

metobehiswife,he'stiredofwaiting.Motheralso

ruinedmylifebutwehavetoputthatbehindus"she

gavemeadisapprovingstare."Ithappened,wecan't

undoit.Thebestwecoulddoismoveon.Ifnotfor

youpleasedothisforme.Atleastpretend" 

Luh:"Ireallywannadothisbutseeingherjust

broughtsomanymemories." 

Me:"Itsabouttimeyoursoncamehome.Doitfor

himandI."Sheexhaled. 

Luh:"Iwillgotomorrowagainandapologise" 

Me:"Andtakeitalloffyourchest.Letherknowhow

muchyouresenthertrustmeyou'regoingtofeel

better" 

Luh:"Okpsychiatrist"welaughed.



Ifinallywenttomymothertwoweeksago.We

talkedthingsthroughlikeadultsthatweareandwe

cameintoagreementthatshewillbethemother

she'sneverbeen.Agoodmotherandalsoagood

grandmother.Ihadtoputmyangerandresentment

aside.ItsabouttimeIofficiallybecameMrsDube. 

Luh:"Where'smyonenightstand?" 

Me:"Wouldyoupleaseleavemypoorbrotherinlaw

inpeace?"Shelaughed. 

Luh:"He'ssocrazy.YoushouldlethimknowIdonot

dorelationships.There'snoneedforhimtobe

runningawayfromme" 

Me:"Whatever" 

Luh:"WheredoesDrPastorputhiscigars?"

Me:"Hedoesn'tsmoke" 

Luh:"He'ssuchapastor.Where'syourgin?"Shesaid

gettingupandheadingtothekitchen. 

Me:"Theremustbesomeonthepantry" 

Luh:"WuuuhDankiempilo!"Sheshouted.



She'sapieceofworkbutI'mjustgladshe'shere...

•••

[Khethelo]

Around4pmKhethiwesaidhergoodbye.Shewas

betterthanwhatshewaswhenshearrived.

Hegotinwithmorefood.Iamballooning.My

breastsarealwaysawfullyfullsometimesIcrywhen

themilkisspillingout.

Me:"Idon'twantyoucheatingonmeinfuturewith

someoneskinnier"hechuckledandkissedme. 

Khule:"I'mstillveryscaredofwomenwifeysothat

wouldn'thappen." 

Me:"Youmeanyouhaven'thadsexallthistime?" 

Khule:"Ihave."Helookedathishandsandwe

laughed. 

Me:"You'resocrazy.Howwastheboysday?" 

Khule:"Itwasgood.Quintonstayedonvideocallthe

wholetime" 

Me:"Ican'tgetoverthebondthatyoubothhave." 



Khule:"Ilovehim.Alot.Althoughhe'salittlecrazy

butIwouldn'ttradehimfortheworld" 

Me:"Youshouldgovisithim" 

Khule:"Yeahwhenthechildrenareokay" 

Me:"TheyareokayplusMamDinoishere." 

Khule:"Don'teventryconvinceme.Iwon'tgo" 

Me:"Igiveup.Youcangoseethem.Iwannaresta

little" 

Khule:"Ok....wait,there'ssomethingoddabout

Tyler" 

Me:"Youthink?" 

Khule:"Yeah.He'sdistant.Hehardlyfocuseson

anything" 

Me:"Didyoutrytalkingtohim?" 

Khule:"Yesbuthejustdismissedme.I'mworried

abouthim" 

Me:"Maybeyoushouldgotohisplaceandaddress

this" 



Khule:"Iwill.Letmegotomymuffins.Iloveyou.Eat,

weneedthatmilk" 

Me:"TellyourchildrenI'mnottheircow"helaughed.

Khule:"Byesweetheart.IwantaquickiewhenIget

back" 

Me:"JustgoDube"hesmirkedandclosedthedoor.

Amessagecamethrough.

'Lindahasagreedtosignthepapersnowpleasemy

friend,helpmegetmymanback.'

NonkululekoNdlela!IcursethedayImether.She

killedherchild,shesaysitwasstressbutIknowit

wasn'tanddivorcingherhusbandbecauseshe

believesshebelongswithQuinton.Quintonmadeit

clearhe'soverwhateveritishehadforherbutshe's

notbackingdown.ShewantsherMANback....
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•••



[Khule]

ItoldChristhatthisisabadideabutheinsistedIdo

it.Whatdoesonesaytoamamazala?

IgatheredallthestrengthIneededandwalkeddown.

Shewasbusyonthestove. 

Me:"Goodmorningma" 

MamDino:"Morningson.Shouldn'tyoubeatthe

hospital?Itsalmost9am" 

Me:"I'mheadingthererightnow" 

MamDino:"Imadethese.Pleasemakesureshe

drinksit"KhetheloandAmahewu?Itookthebagshe

hadpackedallthefoodon.

Me:"Thankyou"

Oldpeoplesuffocateme.Especiallyinsuchcases.

LesediandIweretogetherforyearsbutIcould

countthetimesIinteractedwithherparents.Itsnot

over5times,Iavoidin-lawsatallcosts.Having

mamDinohereisstressingmeout.

...



Iarrivedatthehospital.Ican'twaitforthemtoget

discharged.Ineedadecentsleep.

IturnedwhenIfeltapokeonmyback.

Me:"Hey.Ididn'tknowyouwerearound" 

Lucia:"Iam.Iarrivedlastnight.How'sthedouble

trouble?" 

Me:"Theyaregoodthankyou." 

Lucia:"That'sgreat.Soyoulettheboysstayintheir

own?" 

Me:"Yeah.Buthe'sdoingonhisschoolworkifthat's

whatyou'reworriedabout" 

Lucia:"Nono,notatall.Iwasjustsurprisedyou

trustthemthatmuch" 

Me:"Theyaregoodboys." 

Lucia:"NotMthobisi.Uhm...doyouknowanything

aboutelectronics?MyPCisactingup"

Me:"Ihaveafriendthatcancheckitoutforyou.I

willemailyouhisnumbers" 

Lucia:"Thankyou.Itwasnicetoseeyou" 



Me:"Likewise"

Iheadedtothelift.

Istartedoffatthenursery.TheroomwasemptyI

immediatelyfelthotflushes.Iturnedbackand

rushedtoKhethelo'sward.Iopenedthedoor.Ifound

herlookingoverthecot.Itookadeepbreath.She

noticedme. 

Khethelo:"Guesswho'shere?"Shepicked

Nkosingithandileup."Heydaddy" 

Me:"Ialmostdied" 

Khethelo:"Itriedcallingyoubutitputmethrough

voicemail." 

Me:"Aretheyreadytogohome?"Ipicked

Nkosingiphileup."He'ssoheavy.Weshouldthank

MamDinoandherfood"welaughed. 

Khethelo:"WhentheyareoldenoughIwilljusthave

togoondietandgotothegym" 

Me:"YourhouseisbigenoughtohaveagymMrs

Dubeandenoughmoneytogetapersonaltrainer" 

Khethelo:"AmIstillgoingtobeaprisoner?" 



Me:"Nobutyouwillnotweartightsinfrontofthose

menatthegym"shechuckled.

Khethelo:"Yourjealousyisoutofthisworld." 

Me:"Thankyou.Wehavemoresixweeksuntilsex" 

Khethelo:"Areyoucounting?"

Me:"Yesma'am."Itookthebagandpackedher

clothes.

Atlonglastwe'regoinghome...

•••

[Tyler]

Finallyeverythingiscomingintogether.Paintingis

donewe'reonlyleftwithfurnishing.

Itsnothingbig,itsportable,enoughtoaccommodate

meandmyclients.

Myphonerang.Sheleftwithoutgoodbyethis

morning. 

Me:"Morning" 

Khethiwe:"Morning.Howareyou?" 



Me:"I'mgood.Howisyourself?" 

Khethiwe:"I'mgreat.Didyoufindyourlunchbox?" 

Me:"Where?" 

Khethiwe:"Ontopofthecounter" 

Me:"Ididn'tcheck" 

Khethiwe:"Younevercheckanythingthesedays.

Haveaniceday"shehungup.

Iputthephonebackatmypocketandwenttomy

car.I'mmeetingwiththefurniturepeople...

•••

[Quinton]

Ishouldremovethedoorbell.Kyliethinksitsatoy.

Themeetinggotcancelledsosheflewback.I

should'vefoundhersomethingelsetodothere.I

opened.Shesmiled.

Me:"Areyousureyou're27?" 

Kylie:"Yes.Hello"

Me:"Hi."Shegotin.Iclosedthedoor.



Kylie:"Don'tclose.I'mwithYoli"

Me:"Whereisshe?" 

Kylie:"Attheback."

Inoddedandwalkedontothecouch. 

Kylie:"Doyouhavecoffee?" 

Me:"Yes.Ihaven'teatenyoucanmakeus

breakfast" 

Kylie:"Getagirlfriendoramaid.I'mnotyourmaid" 

Me:"WhatwouldIdowithagirlfriend?" 

Kylie:"Kissit.Loveitanditwillcookforyou" 

Me:"Iamnotreadytobeasked'whywasyourphone

off'thankyou" 

Kylie:"Somegirlfriendsarecutiepies" 

Yoli:"YohgoodMorning.Whyisthebackunlocked?"

Shehadacupofcoffeeinherhand.

Me:'Justincasethehousecatchesfire"they

laughed.

Shesatdown. 



Kylie:"Nosittingwe'regoingtothekitchen.Aren't

youworkingtoday?"

Me:"Myshiftstartsat6pm" 

Yoli:"WhenIgrowupIwannabelikeyou."Shegot

upandtheywenttothekitchen.

Thesecuritytabflashed.Nkule?Iopenedforher.I

haven'tseenherinawhile.

Thedooropened. 

Me:"Ohmyyougavebirthalready?" 

Nkule:'Wellhellotoyoutoo"shedidn'tlooklikeher

jollyself.

Me:"Hello"

Shesatbesideme.'Wherehaveyoubeenhiding?" 

Nkule:"Iwasgrieving.Ilostmychild" 

Me:"I'msosorrytohearthat"

Nkule:"Thankyou." 

Me:"Howareyouguyshandlingitthough.Itmustbe

sohard" 



Nkule:"There'snousanymore.Heblamesmefor

thelossofourchildsohefiledfordivorce"she

startedsobbing. 

Me:"He'ssuchacoward.I'msosorry"Ibroughther

inforahug.

Nkule:"Andbeingonmyownheremakesitworse.I

can'tevengotomymother'shousebecausemydad

keepsontellingmetofightformymarriage" 

Me:"I'msorry."

Someoneclearedtheirthroat.Nkulequicklymoved

off.Sheplacedatraywithfoodonthetable.

Yoli:"Ididn'tknowyouhadavisitor.I'llbringyou

somethingtodrink" 

Nkule:"Nothankyou.Iamleavinganyway"

Yolinoddedandwalkedoff. 

Nkule:"Ididn'tknowshemovedin"

Me:"No.Theyvisit" 

Nkule:"They?" 

Me:"Yes.Kylieandher" 



Nkule:"Oh.Ithoughty'allare...." 

Me:"Arewhat?" 

Nkule:"Together."Ilaughed. 

Me:"Youneedtogetthatoutofyourmind" 

Nkule:"ThemoreyoudenyitisthemoreIseeits

true.Whywouldyougiveheracarifyoudidn'tlove

her" 

Me:"We'renothavingthisconversationagain." 

Nkule:"Canwegooutfordrinkslater?"

Me:"I'mworking" 

Nkule:"Weekend?IreallyneedabitoffunbeforeI

killmyself" 

Me:"Willletyouknow"shesmiledandgotupand

saidhergoodbyeandleft.

Kyliecameinwithherfood. 

Me:"Where'sYoli?" 

Kylie:"Cleaningup.Shehasthatneatfreakpersona

goingon"Ichuckled. 



Me:"Ishouldgetanannyandamaid" 

Kylie:"You'refetchingthegirls?" 

Me:"Yeah,aftertheirbirthdaythough.Ican'tlive

withthemonmyownrightnow" 

Kylie:"Isee."

Yolijoinedus.Shesatonachair.Shedidn'tlooklike

herself. 

Me:"Doyoulikethenewplace?" 

Yoli:"Yes.Itsbeautiful" 

Kylie:"Iwillbevisitinghereveryweekend.Theyhave

4barsinthatcomplex" 

Yoli:"Andyouwillbegoingalonetodrink" 

Kylie:"Comeon.Thatbarmandoesn'tlooklikea

player" 

Me:"He'shittingonyou?" 

Yoli:"Yes.AndKyliethinksitsfunny" 

Me:"Kylie"shegiggled

Kylie:"What?Sheshouldlivealittle,bekissedfrom



headtotoe,reachorgasmsand-" 

Me:"Shutup" 

Yoliexcusedherself.Kylieputtheplatedown. 

Kylie:"Whydidyousnap?You'rescaringthepoor

child" 

Me:"Whydoyouwanthertodatethatmonkey?" 

Kylie:"I'mjoking.Jesus"shenarrowedhereyesat

me."TellmeI'mseeingthings" 

Me:"Icareforher.Shehasabrightfutureaheadand

boyfriendsarenothingbutdistraction" 

Kylie:"Youbetterbecauseshe'sachild" 

Me:"Whatdoyoutakemefor?" 

Kylie:"Onecanneverbetoosure"

Shepickedherglassandwalkedtothekitchen.

Amancan'tbeprotectiveofafemalewithoutbeing

suspectedofhavingfeelingsthesedays.Itssad...

•••

[Bonga]



Timemovesfast.WedidnotfeelSunday.Ithought

wehaddodgedthebulletofgoingtochurchbut

nopethevancameheretopickusup.

OhandyesIstillhavemynerdPA.Ithoughtwe'd

haveimprovedbynowbutno.Everydayfeelslikea

newday.Ipackedmythingsandheadedout. 

Me:"I'mleavingnow." 

Nkazi:"SafejourneySir.Youhaveanearlyday

tomorrow"

Me:"Iwilldomybestbyarrivingearly"shesmiled

andnodded.

Iwalkedtothelift.Itparted.Mthoandhermother

gotoff.Igreeted.

Me:"YoucomeinonMondaysnow?" 

Mtho:"Iwannabeabsenttomorrow.Momdroveme

here" 

Lucia:"Iwantedtoseetheplace.Itsreallybeautiful" 

Me:"Thankyou"

Lucia:"Well.Iwillfetchyoulaterbaby" 



Mtho:"Nodon't.Iamgoingtodad's.MamKhethelo

gotdischarged" 

Me:"You'realifesaver.MamKatlegotoldmeto

bringagift" 

Mtho:"Iboughtmine" 

Me:"Luckyyou.Letmego"

Hewhistledaway.Wegotonthelift.Ifeltabitof

headache.

IsawLuciaandBabKhulekissingontheparkinglot.

Hegotintohiscaranddroveoff.Shestayedbehind

lookingatthecarwhilebrushingherstomachwitha

genuinesmileonherface.

"MrDube?MrDubecanyouhearme?Where'sthe

paramedics?"

Islowlyopenedmyeyes.Isawmanyfacesstaring

atme.Luciabeingoneofthem.

IclearedmythroatandSabelohelpedmesitstraight.

Lucia:"OhmyGodyouscaredme" 

Me:"I'msorry"Iattemptedgettingupbutthey



pinnedmedown."I'mfine" 

Lucia:"Areyousure?" 

Me:"Yes!"

Igotupandtookmythingsandrushedout.

WhywouldGodrevealthattome?...

•••

[Katlego]

Itwasgettingreallydark.Everythingwasinplace.A

receivedatextfromKhulesayingtheyarecoming.

Hehadtofoolherandsaythere'sfumigationgoing

onheretheycanonlycomeafter7. 

Me:"Okayguystheyarecoming"itwasjustusthe

Dubes.Calvincouldn'tmakeitbutLeloandthekids

came.

Bongaseemeddistant.Iwenttohim."Iseverything

okay?"Hedidn'thearme.Hehadhiseyeslockedon

Lucia'sdirection.Ishookhim.Hestartled.

Bonga:"Ma?" 

Me:"What'sgoingonwithyou?" 



Bonga:"Nothing.I'mjustabitsick" 

Me:"Youshouldgoliedown" 

Bonga:"I'llbefinemyqueendon'tworry"

Me:"Youbetter.Idon'tlikeseeingyoulikethis" 

Hegavemeaweaksmile.

Iwalkedbacktotheladies.

Khethiwe.Mypoorbaby.Isatnexttoher.Shewas

onGooglesearchingforotherwaysofconceiving.

Me:"Don'tdothistoyourself"

Khethiwe:"Ican'thelpit"shelockedthephone. 

Me:"Thestressyou'regivingyourselfmightresultto

hardshiponconceivingsoplease" 

Khethiwe:"Lookathim.Heonlygreetedmeand

passedby.ItslikeIamnothere" 

Me:"Stopfocusingonthat.Enjoythismoment.The

stressyou'vebeengivingyourselflatelyisunhealthy

babe"shesighedanddrankherhealthywater.

Ireceivedanothertextsayingtheyareoutsidethe



gate. 

Me:"Okay.Everybodyonstandby"

Thisfamilyisincreasingeachday.There'smanyof

usnow.IwenttoChris. 

Me:"IsQon?" 

Chris:"He'snotpickingup" 

Me:"Pleasekeeptrying" 

Chris:"Yesma'am"Ilookedathim.Hechuckled.He

saysheusuallysaysthatwhenI'mbeingbossy.I'm

notbossy.

Thedooropened.

"Surprise!!!"ShelaughedandhitKhule.

Khethelo:"You'reoneweirdfamily.Didyouperhaps

forgettohidethecars?"Welaughed. 

Me:"Aftersomucheffortthough" 

Khethelo:"WellIamsurprisedbythedeconotyou

beinghere" 

Tyler:"Canweeatthecakenow?"Idon'tknowwhy



he'slikethis.WetookturnsonhuggingKhethelo.

Chrishoveredthetwinswiththetriplets.Theykept

wantingtotouchthebabies.I'msuretheythought

theyaretoys.

Wetookoutthegifts.Luciaexcelled.Sheboughta

twinsstrollerandabagfullofclothes.

Khethiwewentupstairstonap.She'snottheoneto

bestressed.

Mommyanddaddygaveoutaspeech.Happiness

writtenallovertheirfaces.

Khule:"You'rethebestfamilyanyonecouldeverask

for.ThankyousomuchboMbuyazi.Bongaand

MthoI'mproudofyouboth,Iwasn'texpectingsuch

maturebabygifts"welaughed."Inconclusion.

ThankyouMrsDubeforgivingmesuchbeautiful

children" 

Khethelo:"Mypleasuresthandwasam"theykissed.

Wecheered.

Thisiswhatwecallahappylife.We'releftwithTyler

andKhethiwe'smattertofixthenwecontinuehaving

asmoothyearbecauseIamstartingonplanningfor



myweddingnextMonday....
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ChapterTwentyNine

•••

[Khethelo]

Nothingbeatshavingasupportivehusbandand

Angelkids.Isleptlikeababy,Iexpressedforthem.

Iwokeupallalone.Imadethebedandwenttopee.

Ifoundthemlyingpeacefullyonthebed.

Me:"Morninglittlecats.Where'syourdaddy?"

Howlongdoesittakeforachildtobeabletospeak

anyway?

Ikissedtheirlittlecheeks.IfNgiphilewasawake

she'dbeopeninghermouthrightnowreadytosuck

me.That'showmuchshelovesfood.

Thedooropened. 

Khule:"IwashopingI'llfindyouinbed" 



Me:"Icouldn'tsleepanymore.Mybodyisnow

programmedintowakingupat7.Thatsmellsnice" 

Khule:"Madewithlovebyhusband"heputitonthe

table. 

Me:"Wuuhthankyouhusband." 

Khule:"Yourkidslovemilk.Idiscoveredanewtrick,

whileIfeedtheotheroneIuseaclothtosupport

anotherone'sbottlesotheybothgettoeat"that's

howmostpeopledoitbutIwon'tbursthisbubble.

Me:"Really?That'snice" 

Khule:"EatbeforeMamDinocomesandfeedyou

porridge"welaughed.

Me:"Whereissheanyway?" 

Khule:"Ihidthemaizesoshedrovetothemall.She

mustbeonherwaybacknow"Ilaughed.This

woman. 

Me:"Herporridgeisn'ttheordinaryone.Itsflavoured.

Ilikeit" 

Khule:"Itreallymakesmilk?" 



Me:"Yeslove." 

Khule:"Ohthat'sgreat.Weshouldbuymoremaize

then"

Heclimbedonbedandliednexttothekids.Itsreally

nicetoseehimthishappy.Thewayhelooksat

them,he'ssold.

Khule:"Canyoubelievetheyareours?" 

Me:"Itfeelsunreal,doesn'tit?" 

Khule:"Thankyoubaby.Ipromisetotrymaketime

foryoutoookay?" 

Me:"Hhaibo!I'mstillyourwife,Ineedyourfull

attention" 

Helaughed. 

Khule:"You'lldefinitelygetitwhenwe'renotbusy" 

Me:"Iwilljustmovedownstairs" 

Khule:"Aslongasyouwillleavesomemilkforus"

I'mdone.Ichuckledandgotupandheadedtothe

bathroom.

Khule:"OhIalmostforgot.We'regoingtoCenturion



toTyler'soffice" 

Me:"Ok.Areyouguysgoingtotalktohim?Khethiwe

isreallysuffering"

Khule:"Chriswillcausetheonlythingthatwill

happenifItalktohimisahiding.Iwenttocheckon

herlastnight,Ifoundhercrying.Thisshouldbetheir

happyphasenotthis" 

Me:"Calmdown.Trytotalktohiminanolder

brothermanner"

Khule:"Myolderbrothermannerisapunchina

face" 

Me:"Comehere" 

Khule:"Who'sgonnawatchthekids?"OhGodplease

killmealready.

Me:"Youwillpeepyourheadin"

Hepeepeditin. 

Khule:"Hmmm?" 

Me:"Youwillnotbeathimup.Youwillfindouthis

problemandyouwilladdressitasadults,noraising



ofvoicesorhands" 

Khule:"Yesma'am" 

Me:"Thankyou.Iloveyou"oneofthetwinsmeowed

herushedtothem.

Khule:"We'reoutofmilk!" 

Me:"Gobuyit" 

Khule:"Khethelo"

Me:"Mynameisbaby!" 

Khule:"Babywe'reoutofmilk" 

Me:"That'smorelikeit"

HeshowedhisuglysadfacewithNgithandileonhis

arms.Ilaughed.Igotoutofthetub.

Khule:"Rinsethebreasts" 

Me:"Ifeellikeyouguyscow"Irinsedthemand

walkedout.

Isatonthebedandtookhim.Hepulledachairand

satbeforeme.Thewholeviewwasamusingforhim.

Hewassmilingfromeartoear.Thesleepjunkiewas



evensnoring.

Iwishitcouldstaylikethisforever...

•••

[Chris]

IputSisekelodown.Icursethedaytheystarted

walking.

Me:"Pleasetakeyourchildren" 

Kat:"Itoldyounottowakethemup" 

Me:"Ithoughttheyweregonnabenice" 

Kat:"Nowyouhavetobathagain" 

Me:"NomadamIwilljustwipethepaintoff" 

Kat:"Changethetoptoo" 

Me:"YoushouldgotoKhethelo.We'releavinginthe

next30minutes" 

Kat:"SoonasIfinishupcleaningwewillgo" 

Me:"Okay"

Iwentupstairstorinsethepaintoffmyfaceand

changedintocleanclothesthenwentdown.They



arealwayssowellbehavedwiththeirmother.

Iftheywerewithmethey'dbehittingeachotherwith

thesesnacksbowlswithcheesecurlsalloverthe

place.

Me:"IsLulamastillaround?" 

Kat:"Yes.Youknowbusinessjunkiesshe'saround

makingdeals" 

Me:"Andthenthere'syouandKhethelo" 

Kat:"We'remothersandDubemenprovideandwe

havesalonsthankyou" 

Me:"Salonsthatyoupaypeopletorunforyou" 

Kat:"Yes.Wearebusy.Andbesides,Luhhasno

manandherchildis10andinboardingschool" 

Me:"AllI'mtryingtosayishirenanniesandmaids

andgobewhateveryouwantbeforeyoublame

beingmarriedtousinfutureshallanythinggo

wrong" 

Kat:"Iseeyou'retryingtofishoutmyideas.Byemy

animal"shereachedforakiss."Sendmyloveto

Tyler"shegavemeabag."Justincasey'allget



hungry" 

Me:"We'resuchluckymen" 

Kat:"Youbetternotforget"

Iturnedtosaybyetothetripletsbuttheywerefast

asleepontopofeachother. 

Me:"Aibyemommy.Iloveyou" 

Kat:"Iloveyoumore"

Iheadedout...

•••

[Jason]

Ireceivedatextfromthemotherofmychild

remindingmeaboutourDrsappointment.

Oursonis2weeksoldnow.Heisn'treallywellsoin

thatcaseweconsistentlyseetheDrtomakesure

he'sokay.

Ibathedanddrovetoherplacewhereshestayswith

hermother.Ifoundthemready.

Icarriedthebagtothecar.Shebuckledhimupthen



wegotin. 

Me:"So,howareyouguys?" 

Bianca:"Wearegood.Histemperatureisstillnormal

itsjustthrowingup"

Me:"Maybethisisdeeperthanwhatmeetstheeye" 

Bianca:"Pleasedon'tstart" 

Me:"Iamgoingtocallmydadtocomehomeand

havemysonproperlyintroducedtoourAncestors

endofstory" 

Bianca:"Iwillnothavemychildputinasmokeof

thatherb" 

Me:"Ourchild!" 

Bianca:"Thatgoesagainstmybelief.Idonotbelieve

ondeadpeople.Siyandawillbehealedthrough

westernmethodsandGodnotancestors"

Ijustlookedaheadtheroad.Thistopicnevertakes

usanywhere.

WearrivedattheDr.Itookhim.Helookedweak.I

shouldcallmydadassoonaspossible.Thequeue



wasabitlonger. 

Bianca:"Canyoupleasegetmemyinhalerinthe

car?" 

Me:"Whyisn'tonyourbag?" 

Bianca:"Mybagisinthecar.Ifeelsick"

Igotupandwalkedout.

Iunlockedthedoors.Ablackjeepparkednexttome.

Itookouttheinhalerandclosedthedoor.Istepped

onsomeonewhenIturned. 

Me:"I'msorr-whydon'tyouwatchwhereyou're

going?"Helookedatmeupanddownandshookhis

headthenwalkedovertothepassengerdoor.He

openedandEmisteppedout.Ifeltmypalmsget

sweaty.IwalkedbackinsideasquicklyasIcould.I

gaveBiancaherinhaler. 

Bianca:"Areyouokay?" 

Me:"Yes"

Ibecameanxious.IgavethebabytoBianca. 

Me:"Iwanttobuycoffee.I'llbeback"shenodded.



Iaskedthesecurityguywheredidtheygoandwent

thatdirection.IspottedhergoingtotheLadies.

IwalkedasfastasIcouldbeforeanyonecannotice.

Igotinandleanedonthewall.

Shecameoutandwenttorinseherhands.She

startledwhenshenoticedonthemirrorthatI'm

standingbehindher. 

Emi:"NottodayJason"

Me:"Whynot?" 

Emi:"Iamgoingtoscream" 

Me:"Scream" 

Emi:"Whatdoyouwant?" 

Me:"Iwantyou.Iwanttofeelyourlipsagainstmine,

Iwanttofeelthewarmthofyourbodyagainstmine"

Iplacedmylefthandonherstomachandtheright

oneonherhip.HerscenthitmynostrilsIfeltmy

wholebodytingle.Shedidnotmove.Inibbledher

ear.Tearsrandownhercheeks"Ican'tgetmyselfto

getoveryouEmihle.Myheartstillmentionsyou

everyday.Mybodystillyearnsforyou.Iloveyou.



PleaseforgivemenoworelseIwillkillhim,howwill

youeverforgiveyourselfknowinghediedbecause

ofyou?Ican'tstandthethoughtofyoukissinghim,

lettinghimintomycastle,screaminghisname...it

drivesmenuts.Ifyouknewyouweregonnaleave

mesomedayyoushouldn'thaveletmetasteyou,

youshouldn'thaveeverlovedme.Thinkaboutthis.

Youhave7days.NextWednesdayIwillcometo

collectmyanswer."

Ikissedhercheekandwalkedout...

•••

[Emi]

Mywholebodytrembled.Thetearsflew

uncontrollably. Myheartbeatharder.Icouldn'tmove.

"Hello?Areyouokay?"AllImanagedtowasshake

myhead.Shetookmyhandandpulledmeout.She

tookmetohercarandgavemewater.Idrankit

downandcalmeddownabit. 

Her:"CanIcallsomeoneforyou?" 

Me:"Yesmyboss."IlookedforBrad'snumberand



gavethemtothelady. 

Her:"He'snotpickingup"Irememberedhe'sina

meeting.

Me:"He'sinsidethatbuildinginameeting.Iwilljust

takeanuberbacktowork" 

Her:"Iwilltakeyou" 

Me:"There'snoneed" 

Her:"Iinsist"

Sheclosedthedoorandwalkedtothedriver'sseat.

MaybeIshouldn'thaveinsistedoncomingherewith

him.

'Jasonisharassingme.He'sthreateningtokillKhan

ifIdon'ttakehimback'

IsenttoKhule.Idon'tcareiftheyburyhimaliveor

feedhimtothelionsaslongashewillneverdisturb

mypeace...

•••

[Bonga]



Shegotinlookingasbeautifulasalways.Shegave

meahugandkissesallovermyface. 

Happy:"We'regoingshopping,movieandaromantic

nightatahotel" 

Me:"I'mnotinamoodforpeople" 

Happy:"Iwillbookthewholemallthen" 

Me:"Don'tberidiculous" 

Happy:"Ireallycan'tstandthisgrumpyboyfriend."

Sheshutdownthelaptopandpulledmeup. 

Me:"Happiness" 

Happy:"Idon'twannahearit"

Shetookmyphoneandpulledmeallthewayout. 

Happy:"Nkazi.Pleasecancelallhismeetingforthe

day" 

Nkazi:"Hedoesn'thaveanyma'am" 

Happy:"Thankyoubabes.Evenbetter"

...

TheroadtookustoPretoriaMenlynmall.Bythe



timewefinishedshoppingIwasfeelingawholelot

better. 

Me:"Idon'tthinkweneedamovie" 

Happy:"Youthink?" 

Me:"Yes.Let'sgoeatI'mhungry" 

Happy:"Restaurantofyourchoicethen" 

Me:"Okthen" 

Happy:"NotNandosplease"welaughed.Whatis

wrongwithNandos?

Wesettledforthefirstonewecameacross.Weate

overasillyconversation.We'regraduatingin2

weeks.

Myphonerang. 

Me:"Baba"

BabKhule:"DrivetoPretoriaafterwork.Wehavea

problem" 

Me:"Iseverythingokay?"

BabKhule:"No.Justdrivehere"



Hehungup. 

Me:"Uhmbabe,thatwasbabahesaysImustcome

todaddyTsplaceafterwork" 

Happy:"Iseverythingokay?" 

Me:"Idon'tknow" 

Happy:"Gothen.I'lltakeanubertothehotel" 

Me:"Willyoubeokay?" 

Happy:"Yes.Go"

Igotupandkissedherthenrushedout.

Igottotheparkinglot.Igotinthecar.Irealizedthe

carparkedbeforemeisDaddyT's.Isawhim

walkingtowardsitwithawomanholdinghands.He

tossedtheplasticsoncarbesidehis.

Hehuggedtheladyandtheykissedandthenhe

brushedandkissedherstomach.Theylookedvery

happy.Hegotinhiscaranddroveoff.Thelady

placedherlefthandonhertummyandbrushedit

smiling.

Ifeltalightheadacheandfailedtomovemyfeet...
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•••

[KHULE]

HewalkedinfollowedbyBonga. 

Chris:"Thefactthatyoudon'tseeanythingwrong

withthismakesmemad" 

Tyler:"SoyouwantmetobeatmyselfupuntilIdie?" 

Bonga:"Whatisgoingon?" 

Me:"Hegotsomeoneelsepregnant" 

Bonga:"Oh" 

Chris:"Youknew?" 

Bonga:"IhadavisionyesterdaybutitshowedBab

KhuleandMtho'smother.Iguessitwasasign

becausethesameexactthingtheyshowedIsawit

todayattheparkinglot" 

Tyler:"Canyouallstopjudgingme?" 

Bonga:"Why?Whywouldyoudothattoher?" 

Tyler:"Itjusthappenedokay?WhatcouldIhave



done?Tellhertoabortit?No" 

Chris:"Soyoudecidedyougonnabecoldto

Khethiwe,tellmethis,wasshepregnantwhenwe

wenttopayamalobolo?" 

Tyler:"Yesbutwedidn'tknow" 

Me:"Whywouldyoucheat?" 

Tyler:"Iwasclearingmyhead" 

Chris:"Youclearyourheadwithavagina?

Unprotected?Whydidyougoaheadwiththe

negotiations?" 

Tyler:"BecauseIloveKhethiwe!" 

Me:"Areyouhearingyourself?Doyouknowhow

shutteredshe'sgonnabewhenthiscomesout?" 

Tyler:"She'llheal" 

Bonga:"Happyiswaitingformeatthemall.Iwillsee

youguysathome" 

Me:"YeahI'malsoleaving.BecausethemoreIsee

yourfaceisthemoreIwannahityourheadagainst

thiswall"



ItookmycarkeysandfollowedBongaout.

Tyler:"Beforeyougo.Ineedyoutorepresentme.I

wannatakeherasmysecondwife" 

Me:"Countmeout" 

Tyler:"Whyareyouguysactingsorighteous?What

happenedtobrotherhood?" 

Chris:"Brotherhooddoesnotfavorbullshit"

Wegotinthecarsanddroveoff.Ican'tbelievehim

rightnow.We'veallhadourcrazymomentsbutnone

ofushasgonethisfartohurtthewomanweclaim

tolove.Iamdisappointedinhim.

•••

[Tyler]

Thefollowingmorning.Iwokeupandwalkedmy

dogs.Idon'tknowwhywouldtheyjudgeme.Ican't

havemyfirstchildbornoutofwedlock.

ArrivingbackhomeIfoundmissedcallsfrom

Khethiwe.Icalledherback. 

Khethiwe:"Hi" 



Me:"Hey,howareyou?" 

Khethiwe:"I'mgood.Wereyououtforajog?" 

Me:"Waswalkingthedogs.Gonetowork?" 

Khethiwe:"NoIwillbeworkingfromhome.Itsthat

timeofthemonth" 

Me:"Ohok.Iwillhavegoodiesdeliveredforyou"

Khethiwe:"I'dlovethat."Wewentquiet."Iwishyou

couldjustletmeknowwhatisgoingonwithyou" 

Me:"Nothingisgoingonwithme" 

Khethiwe:"Iknowyouandyouhaven'tbeentheTyler

Iknow" 

Me:"Itmust'vebeenthestressabouttheoffice" 

Khethiwe:"Istheresomeoneelse?" 

Me:"Where?Wheredoesthatcomefrom?" 

Khethiwe:"Inyourlife.Whenlastdidyoutouchme?" 

Me:"I'vebeenstressedabouttheofficeKhethiwe

thereisnooneelse." 

Khethiwe:"Ifyousaysothen.Letmefinishuphere" 



Me:"Okay.Iwillcallyoulater"

Khethiwe:"Bye"

Shehungup.Iputthephonedown,thepaininher

voicewhensheaskedifthere'ssomeoneelse.It

rangagain.ItwasJessica.

Me:"Babe" 

Jessica:"Hilove.Itsalmost8amandthere'snosign

ofyou"

Me:"IdecidedthatIwillfetchyouandspendthe

night" 

Jessica:"Really?" 

Me:"Yeah.I'llfetchyouwhenIknockoff" 

Jessica:"Okaybyedaddy" 

Me:"Byemommy.Iloveyou" 

Jessica:"Weloveyoumore"

Ihungup.IloggedonthePandorawebsiteand

searchedforringsinstock...

•••



[Emi]

MydaygotruinedthemomentIopenedmyeyes

andrealizedthere'sacursecalledJasonNzima.

What'supwithmenwhoalwaysfeelentitled?Thisis

averyscarygenerationtodate.

Brad:"You'reawake.Finally.Iwassearchingfor

placeswecouldvisitandwehave3options:

Mpumalanga,MauritiusandCapeTown." 

Me:"Itsduringtheweekbabe.Wehavetogoto

work" 

Brad:"You'renotgoingtoworkuntilI'vetakencare

ofthismatter.Ithinkwe'retoofamiliarwithCape

Townthough.Whatotherplacecanwegoto?" 

Me:"Anywhereisfun.AslongasIwillbewithyou" 

Brad:"Iloveyouokay?AndIwillmakesureyouget

yourhappilyeverafter" 

Me:"Iloveyoumore"

Webrieflykissed.Myphonerang. 

Me:"ItsKhule." 



Brad:"I'llgomakeusbreakfast"

Ianswered. 

Me:"Bhuti" 

Khule:"Areyouokay?" 

Me:"YesIamnow" 

Khule:"Iwillfixthisokay?" 

Me:"Yes"tearsautomaticallystreameddown.

Khule:"Baby?IwillfixitIpromise.Whoareyouwith

there?" 

Me:"Brad" 

Khule:"Ok.Iwillpassbylaterandtakeyouhome

withme" 

Me:"Okay" 

Khule:"IloveyoumonkeyandIwillmakesurethis

assholenevereverlooksyourdirectionagain" 

Me:"Iloveyoumore"

Hehungup.Iwishherunhimoverwithacar.

Myphonebeeped. 



'Youhave6daysremaining'Ifeltangerotherthan

beingscared.Ineedagun.MaybeIshouldsorthim

outmyself...

•••

[Khethelo]

We'rereallyhousewivesandwe'reunbothered.

WewereonvideocallwithLeloandKat. 

Kat:"Youguysmakememissbreastfeeding" 

Lelo:"Getpregnant" 

Kat:"I'dratherdie" 

Welaughed. 

Me:"Imissbeingpregnant.Lookingafterthese

peopleistoomuchforme" 

Kat:"ThosebabiesareAngels" 

Me:"No.Ngiphilewantstostaysuckingmypoor

boobie" 

Lelo:"Youshouldbuyherapacifier" 

Me:"MamDinothrewthemaway.ShesaidIwillnot



feedthemthebreastanymore"theylaughed. 

Kat:"Logogomara.Youwillgetskinnyphelaifshe

stayssuckingyou" 

Me:"Iwillsecretlyfeedherthepacifier" 

Lelo:"Don'tgetcaught"Khulewalkedinwithgrocery

bags. 

Me:"Willtalklaterladiesthehubbyisback" 

Them:"Bye"

ThelittleBarbiewasalreadyasleep.Iplacedheron

herrockyandwenttodaddy. 

Me:"You'resuchacrook.Whydidyoustealmy

card?"Hekissedme.

Khule:"Minearefreezed.We'reintroublewith

SARS" 

Me:"Youhaven'tbeenpayingtax?" 

Khule:"Yes.Thesalonisn'tpaying"ohhhh.Itis

registeredunderthem. 

Me:"That'sbad.IthoughtTylerlegalizedeverything" 



Khule:"Wellheforgotaboutthat.Butourlawyersare

onit" 

Me:"I'msorry"

Heleftmestandingthereandwenttokisshis

babies. 

Me:"So,didhesaywhathisproblemis?" 

Khule:"Thatboyisoutofhismind" 

Me:"What'sup?" 

Khule:"Hewantstotakeasecondwife" 

Me:"What?Whatsecondwife?Hedoesn'thaveeven

afirstone"

Khule:"Hehasallthatcoveredbythelookof

things." 

Me:"IsheconsideringKhethi'sfeelings?Inever

thoughtofhimtobethisselfish"

Khule:"Neitherofus.Thegirlispregnant.Hesaid

Khethiwewillgetoverit"selfishbastard.

Me:"Sohewentoutsideandmadeababy.Isthis

howy'allmotherraisedyou?Thatyougoandseek



forbitchesoutsideforababyifyourwifecan'tgive

youone?" 

Khule:"Don'tstart" 

Me:"Don'tstartwhat?Youalsowantedasurrogate"

Khule:"Itsnotthesame.Hecheatedonher" 

Me:"Itsthesametome.Youalsowantedachildout

ofourrelationship.Ireallycan'tbelieveTyler,ababy

andawife?KhethiwewillbebrokenmyGodIcan

alreadyfeelherpain" 

Khule:"Pleasedon'ttellher.Tylerwillhandlethat

himself" 

Me:"That'sifhehasballstodoit"

Itookoutthepotatoes.Ihaveneverwantedtostab

someonesobad.HowcouldhedothistoKhethiwe?

Afterallshesacrificedtobewithhim?Menare

ungratefulcreatures.

"Dumelang"Ibroughtmyeyesup.Ohpoorthing. 

Khule:"MaDladla.Howareyou?" 

Khethiwe:"I'mgood.Howisyouall" 



Me:"We'regoodlove" 

Khethiwe:"Theyaregrowingtoofast."

Me:"Theymust.Iamalreadytiredofbreastfeeding

them" 

Khule:"You'reabadmom.Iwillbeoutsideifyou

needme" 

Me:"Okay"

Hewalkedout.Khethiwecameandhelpedmechop

theveggies. 

Me:"Youdidn'tgotoworktoday?" 

Khethiwe:"No.PeriodpainsmakemegrumpysoI

preferbeinggrumpyaroundyouall"welaughed. 

Me:"Howareyouthough?"

Khethiwe:"Surviving." 

Me:"ThingsbetweenTylerandyou?" 

Khethiwe:"Stillthesamebutthistooshallpass"

Me:"Itwillbaby,itwill"

Shesmiledandwefocusedonpeelingandchopping.



MamDinoiscreatingagardenforussoIgettobe

ourcheftoday...

•••

[Katlego]

Igotasurprisevisitfrommymother.Our

relationshipisn'tnormalbutwe'retryingwith

everythingwecouldforittowork.

IinvitedLuhtocomeoverafterhermeeting.Chris

leftwithhischildrentoonlyGodknowswhere.

Imadeusjuiceandbiscuits.Weweresittingatthe

patio.

Mom:"So.Areyougonnahireaweddingplanner?" 

Me:"Yes.Iwould'vedoneitwithmysisterwivesbut

theyareallbusy" 

Mom:"Okay.There'safriendofminefromFrance.

He'sbestatit" 

Me:"Wehirelocal" 

Mom:"We'llhireboth.Ijustwanttomakeitupto

you.Iwantthistobebestwedding" 



Me:"Withoutpaparazziright?"Shechuckled. 

Mom:"Definitely.Itwillbeintimateasyouwish"

IreceivedatextfromLuhthatshe'soutside.I

openedupforher. 

Mom:"Didyoukeepthoseearringsyouworethat

time?" 

Me:"YesandIwillnotwearthem" 

Mom:"Ok"

"Girlthishouseis-"weturnedtoherdirection. 

Luh:"Whatisthis?" 

Me:"Sitdown" 

Luh:"Iwon'tbelong"

Shesatdown. 

Me:"Canyouguyscompromise?Formysake

atleast" 

Mom:"Notwhenshedoesn'twanttohearawordI

say" 

Luh:"That'sbecauseeverythingthatcomesoutof



thatmouthislies,allyoudoislie" 

Me:"Whatifshe'snot.Sisplease" 

Luh:"KatlegoIamsorrybutIreallycan'tgetover

whatyourmotherdidtome" 

Mom:"Idon'tknowhowmanytimesyouwantmeto

apologize.Ithappened,Ican'tundoit.Itakeallthe

responsibility, IadmitImessedupyourlivesbutnow

IhavechangedIwanttobethatmotheryounever

had,Iwantmygrandsonstogrowupwithme

around" 

Luh:"Mysonisalreadygrown.He's10,10mama!In

that10yearsyouneverevenoncetriedtofindme" 

Mom:"Youdidn'twannabefound.Iknewwhereyou

were,thatcompanyyouhaveshareson,Ipulled

somestringsforyoutogetthem.Iknewoneday

youweregonnacomebackhome.Iunderstoodthe

angerandhurtyouhadthatiswhyIneverbothered

you.Iknowallaboutyoursecretmeetingswithyour

father.Nowstopbeingtoohard,deepdownyou

knowIalsohadnochoicebuttomarryyouoff.Even

ifyouwillactlikeyoudon'tseemeitsOkay,justbe



presentforyoursister'sweddingplanning" 

Luh:"Thatsoundsbetter.So,haveyoufounda

weddingplanner?"

She'ssomethingelse...

•••

[Khethiwe]

ThewholetimeatKhethelo'splaceIfeltlikeIwas

suffocating.Ileftaround2pm.

Icouldn'tgetwhatIheardoutofmyhead.Ipassed

bytheshoppingcenterandbought24packof

Savannah.Onlyalcoholwillmakemefeelbetter.

Ithrewmyselfapityparty.Ican'tbelievethis.How

didIgethere?

Icalledanubertotakemetocenturion.Icouldn'tcry.

Somehowmybodywasnumb.

Itdroppedmeoffatthegate.Iopenedandwentin.

Itwasgettingdark.Thedoorwasn'tunlocked.There

werepeople.Twoladies.Therewererosesallover

thefloor,candlelightdinner.Itlookedbeautiful. 



Me:"Hello.IsTylerhere?"

Lady1:"No"

Iwenttothefridgetogetsomeiceandthenwent

upstairs.

IfoundtheladiesalreadygonewhenIgotback.Isat

downonthefloor.Thisissupposedtobevery

romantic.Hemustbereallyinlovewithher.

Itookthewineoutofthebucketandopenedit.I

realizeditspersonalizedwiththeirpictureatthe

beach.Mmmhnice.

Igulpeddownthefirstglass.Iheardlittlegiggles.

'YougonnaloveitIpromise'hesaid.Myblood

startedboiling.

Theybothstartledwhentheysawmeoccupying

theirtable. 

Me:"Welcome.Ihopeyoudon'tmindIopenedyour

specialwine.Thereisn'tanyinthishousesoI

happenedtobethirsty" 

Tyler:"Khethiwe"



Me:"That'smynamebabe"

Tyler:"Whatareyoudoinghere?" 

Me:"Thisismyhometooremember?"Igotupand

walkedtowardsthem.Shehidbehindhim,he

shieldedher,howsweet.Ichuckled. 

Me:"Hidoll.MynameisKhethiwe.Wereyougoing

toproposetonightoritwasgenderrevealday?

Congratulations bytheway" 

Tyler:"Canyougowaitformeinthecar?"Shedidn't

evennod,sherushedout.

Hepulledmetothekitchensoonasshevanished. 

Tyler:"Whyareyouactingcrazy?"Islappedthe

fuckinghoenessoutofhim. 

Me:"I'mnotactingyoulittlebitch.I'mreallycrazy" 

Tyler:"Khethiwe"hesaidhardeninghisstupidface.I

chuckled. 

Me:"Why?Whyareyoubullshitingme?Whatdidyou

sayinthemorningwhenIaskedyou?Ihadtofind

outthroughyourfamilymembers,alltheywould've

beenwatchingisastupidmegoingupanddownDrs



tryingtogiveyouafuckingchildwhilstyou'regetting

marriedandhavingachildontheside!Godthank

youTylerforbeingsuchasupportiveandloving

partner!"Ipushedhimoffandwentbacktothe

lounge.Irippedeverythingapart.Heappeared.I

threwthebottleofwineathimfollowedbyglasses.I

wasnowwetwithtears.Hewasbleedingonhis

forehead. 

Me:"IfyoudaregetanywhereclosertomeIwill

shootyoudeadyouwhoreman.Thatbitchoutside

willbeawidow" 

Tyler:"Babepleasecalmdown.Letmeexplain" 

Me:"Shutup!Justshutup!Whileweweremourning

thedeathofourchildyouwenttoseekcomfortfrom

someoneelse'svagina,withoutacondom.Didyou

thinkofmewhenyoudidit.Nowyou'replaying

happyfamilywithherwhileIamsuffering,thinking

you'restillfindingithardtodealwiththelossofour

baby.Whydidn'tyoutellmeyou'renolongerinlove

withme?Whydidn'tyoumanupandendthings?" 

Tyler:"Ilove-"Ilaughed.



Me:"You'reaveryfunnyguy.Iwannahearyousay

it" 

Tyler:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iwantyououtofthishouse" 

Tyler:"andwhereamIgonnastay?" 

Me:"Doesn'tyourbitchhaveahouse?Wereyou

gonnasleepwithherinmybed?Doyoualwaysbring

hertosleepherewhenI'mnotaround?" 

Tyler:"Wouldyoupleasecalmdown?" 

Me:"Iaskedaquestion" 

Tyler:"No" 

Me:"Okaybye" 

Tyler:"I-" 

Me:"IsaidBye.Youcancomefetchyourclothes

tomorrowmorning.Iwishy'allcollidewithatruck

andyoualldie" 

Tyler:"I'msorry" 

Me:"Fuckoff"



Iranupthestairs.ItriedcatchingmybreathbutI

failed.IsobbeduntilImadeittoourbedroom.Itook

hisgunoutofthesafeandshotourpicturedown.

Mywholebodypained.

Itdoesn'tmatterhowmuchIcryhonestly.She's

givenhimwhatIcan't.AllIhavetodoispackmy

bagsandleavetheminpeace.

Buthow?Ilovehim...

[2/26,06:39]Zozaness:TheDubeLegacyreloaded

ChapterThirtyOne

•••

[Khethiwe]

Iwokeuptomyheadpounding.Ouch! 

Isleptonthefloor.Itriedgettingupbalancingwith

thebed.

Isatonitforawhile.Themessonthefloor.Iwalked

tothebathroom.Isatonthetoiletseatforminutes

beforeIpeed.



ThefirstthingIsawwhenIgotupismyreflection

onthemirror.Ilookedhorrible.Iwashedmyface.I

can'tgotoworklookinglikethis.

Iwalkedout.Ileftmyphoneinmycarlastnight.

IneedtogetacleaningcompanybecauseIdon't

havetimeforthismess.

Ievenleftitunlocked.Iopenedandgotin.Ifound

tonsofmissedcallsfromhimandmessages.Afew

fromKhetheloandChris.

Iorderedpizzaandcalledthecleaningcompany.

Idon'tknowhowamIfeelingtoday.I'memotionless.

ItextedKhethelothatI'mgood.

Shecalled.Ireallydon'tfeelliketalking.Iwaitedfor

ittostopringingandtextedherthatIwillcallher

later.

Mypizzaarriveddrawwiththecleaningpeople.Itold

themtogoinandworktheirmagic.

Istuffedmyselfupwithpizzaandjuice.

Iendedupfallingasleep.Iheardaknockonthe



window.Ihalfopenedmyeyes,theyweresopainful

andthesunpenetratingthemdidn'tmakeitany

easier.

Irolledthewindowdown. 

Man:"We'redonesisi" 

Me:"Really?Thatwasquick.Iforgottoforwardyour

detailstomypa.Iwillprocessthepaymentright

now" 

Man:"Wealreadyreceivedpaymentthankyou" 

Me:"Fromwhere?"

Man:"WeautomaticallydowhenwecleanthrDube

houses"oh? 

Me:"Ohokthankyouthen" 

Man:"Youcangoinnow" 

Me:"Thanks"

Itookmypizzaandgotoff.

TheybidmegoodBye.Iwentinside.Itlooked

refreshing.



Iwenttothekitchen.Ipouredmyselfwater.

"YouknowIhadtodigitoutofKhulewhatthatdog

brotherofhiswassayinglastnightonthecall.I

wannaburneverythingthathastodowithhislousy

ass"

Shepulledmeandhuggedmefordearlife.IwishI

hadtearstocryrightnow.

Katlegofollowed. 

Katlego:"IwantthatbitchkickingandscreamingI

wanttodrownherinboilingwater" 

Khethelo:"No.Shedeservesaknifeonthatvagina,

alongwiththatstupidTyler"Ifoundmyselflaughing.

Sheletgoofme. 

Me:"I'msorry.Youguysarejusthilarious." 

Katlego:"Iamsomad.Whereishe?" 

Me:"Heleftwithher.Youshould'veseenthesetting

Ifoundhere.Rosesalloverthefloor,abottleofwine

withtheirpicture.HewasgoingtoproposeIthink"

Them:"What?" 



Me:"Yes.Hehadnoshamenorremorse

whatsoever."Ichuckled.

Kat:"Youshouldkickhimout" 

Me:"Alreadydid" 

Khethelo:"Youdidwell.Infacttakethose2carshe

recentlybought"

Wejoinedaccountsafteramalobolosoeverything

newheboughtitwiththejoinedaccounts. 

Me:"Idon'tknowhowtofeel"

Thedoorswungopen.Thisbitchisfamiliarwiththis

house.Howthehelldidsheknowthere'sadoor

there?

Ichuckledandtookabucketoficecreamoutofthe

fridge. 

Her:"Greetings" 

Khethelo:"Hello" 

Her:"Haveyoupackedhisbags?" 

Kat:"Whoareyou?" 



Her:"Khethiwehaveyoupackedhisclothesor

shouldIgopackthemmyself?"IsweartoGodifshe

wasn'tpregnantIwouldbeontopifherroughingup

thatuglyface. 

Khethelo:"Khethiwewho'sthis?" 

Me:"Yoursisterwife.AndnobabygirlIhaven't

becausehe'sgonnafetchthemhimself." 

Her:"Bitchplea-"

Katlegowasalreadyontopofher.Slappingher

continuously.

Werushedtothemandgotheroff. 

Katlego:"Letgoofme!" 

Me:"Calmdown"Tylercamein.Herushedtohis

booonthefloor.Shewascryinglikealittlecat.

Tyler:"Whatthehellisgoingon?" 

Katlego:"Letgoofme.Ineedtotalktothiscouple"

weheldherastighteraswecould. 

Tyler:"Gowaitinthecar.CanIpleasespeakto

Khethiwe?" 



Khethelo:"No.Youwanttokillher?Nowe'renot

goinganywhere" 

Tyler:"She'smywife.Iwouldneverdothat"Katlego

sarcasticallylaughed. 

Kat:"Isit?Ifyoucoulddipyourpenisintosomeone

else'svaginathenI'msorrytobreakittoyou.You're

verycapableofkillingher" 

Tyler:"Thisisnoneofyourbusiness" 

Kat:"Fuckyoumsoonwebari" 

Me:"Canyouguyspleasestop?Whatdoyouwanna

say" 

Tyler:"Canwespeakupstairs?"

Khethelolookedatme. 

Me:"I'llbefine" 

Khethelo:"Screamasloudasyoucanifhetries

anything"

IletgoofKatandledthewayup.

Isatonthebed.Hegotintoo.Heclosedthedoor

andleanedonitwithhisheadtilted. 



Tyler:"I'msorrybabe.Iknowitdoesn'tmake

anythingrightbutIamtrulysorryMgabadeli.Imeant

fornoneofthistohappen.Thisisprobablythe

worstmistakeofmylife."

Iliedonmyback.Andwestayedsilentforawhile. 

Me:"Whywouldyoudisrespectmelikethat?Why

wouldyoubringherhere?IsthathowlittleImeanto

you?" 

Tyler:"IswearIdidn'tknowshewascominghere.

WhenIwenttoherplaceIdidn'tfindherIcalledand

shesaidshe'scominghere.Ireallydidn'tknow" 

Me:"Thatmeansyougaveherthepowertocome

hereanddisrespectme.Tellme,wereyougonna

marryherbehindmyback?" 

Tyler:"No" 

Me:"Youdon'tcareaboutmeandithurts" 

Tyler:"Ido." 

Me:"Thenwhywereyougoingaheadwithhavinga

secondwifewithoutaskingmehowIfeelaboutit.

Youknowifyousatmedownandspititallout.It



would'vebeenbetter.Itwouldn'thurtthismuch,I

wouldn'tbesobroken.ThefactthatIloveyouso

muchiswhatiskillingme.Nottomentionthatshe's

carryingyourchild.Ifeeluseless,IfeellikeIamnot

worthyyourlovebecauseIcan'tgiveyouany

children.Idon'tknowhowtoliveafterthis." 

Tyler:"Pleasedon'tleaveme" 

Me:"Why?WhyshouldIstay?" 

Tyler:"BecauseIloveyouandI'mwillingtomake

thisright" 

Me:"Areyougoingtounimpregnanther?"Hiseyes

dropped."Ithoughtasmuch.Thiswillbethewound

thatwillneverheal."

Igotupandwalkedtothecloset.Iheardaknock.

"Areyoustillokayintherebaby?" 

Me:"YesIam.I'mcoming" 

Tyler:"WhereamIgoingtostay?" 

Me:"Withthemotherofyourchild.Idon'twantto

standinyourwayofhappiness"



Tyler:"Thisismyhome" 

Me:"Sowhat'sitgonnabe?Therearedaysyouwill

notsleephere?AndIgettowitness?" 

Tyler:"Youdon'tevenlivehere" 

Me:"WellIamnow."Ipackedhisclothes."Doyou

loveher?"

Tyler:"No" 

Me:"Youaregoingtomarrysomeoneyoudon't

love?"

Tyler:"I'mdoingthisformychild!" 

Me:"Don'tyoudareraiseyourvoiceatme" 

Tyler:"YesIamwrongbutyou'rebeingirrational.If

youwereinthepositionI'mprettysureyouwould've

donethesamething" 

Me:"What?Cheat?" 

Tyler:"No.Dowhatisbestforthechild" 

Me:"You'rewrong.Iwouldn't.Youknowwhy?

BecauseIwillneverknowhowtohavemyownchild.

Justtakethissuitcaseandleave" 



Tyler:"I'mnotleaving."

Heopenedthedoorandwalkedout.

Iheardcommotion.Isatonthebedoppositethe

mirror.

Howdidwegethere?Wewereinlovejustweeksago.

Ihatemylife...

•••

[Bonga]

IfoundBabKhulealone. 

Me:"Where'smama?" 

Baba:"TheywenttoKhethiwe.Sheoverheardustalk

aboutTylertakingasecondwife" 

Me:"Icametoconsulttheelders.Weneeda

solutiontothis" 

Baba:"ThesolutionisbeatingTylerup"Ilaughed.

"I'mserious"

Hetookhisphoneoutofthepocket.Hesighed. 

Me:"Iseverythingokay?" 



Baba:"Katlegobeatthewomanupandshe'slaid

chargesagainsther"

Me:"She'sarrested?" 

Me:"Yes" 

Me:"She'salreadybringingusproblems.Letmego

talktothesepeople" 

Baba:"Iwillbedrivingtothestationthey'reat." 

Me:"Thekids?" 

Baba:"TheyarewithmamDinoandmmamokgotho

atChris's" 

Me:"Ok."

Iwenttotheancestralroomattheback.

Ihardlycomehere.Isweptandputonmywrapper.

Iburntincense. 

Me:"Gogo.IknowyoutoldmetobeonmyownbutI

needyourightnow.IcalluponalltheDube

ancestors,yourchildneedsguidance.Yousaidthat

MaDladlawasthewomanforbabTyler,noneofyou

mentionedhimhavingasecondwife.MaDladlahas



foundoutaboutitandlikeanywomanwhocannot

acceptdeceit,shewillleave.Thewomanbabais

marryingispregnant."

IfelttheheadacheandthenIsawgogo. 

Gogo:"MakesureMaDladladoesnotleave.Tellher

wewillnevergiveheranythingbeyondhercapability.

Tellhertostandherground,itspartofbeingawife.

Tylerwillhavetomarrythatgirl,she'scarryingour

preciouscargo." 

Me:"Hehastomarryherfirst?"

Gogo:"Idon'tknow.He'lldecide.Whateverhis

decisionis,don'tletMaDladlaleave.Alwaysremind

herthere'slightattheendofthetunnel"

Me:"Soif-"

"Bonga!Bonga"gogodisappeared.IsawMtho

kneelingbeforeme. 

Me:"Youjustdisturbedme" 

Mtho:"Ow.I'msorryIthoughtyouwerehavingabad

dream.I'msorry" 

Me:"Itsokay.Don'tyouhaveclassestoday?" 



Mtho:"IhadoneandI'mback." 

Me:"Ok" 

Mtho:"Wena?Aren'tyousupposedtobeatwork?"

Igotupandhungmywrapperback. 

Me:"I'mheadingtherenow.Icametotalktogogo" 

Mtho:"Howdoesthisthingwork?" 

Me:"Itsasecret.Let'sgo"

Wewalkedout.WhereamIgonnagetstrengthto

tellmamKhethiwetostay?

•••

[Khule]

Ihaven'tbeenhereinawhile.Charleshasalways

beengoodtothishouse.You'dswearheliveshere

fulltime.Iparkedandlitsomecigarette.

Hisvandrovein.Thatwasquick.

Igotoutofthecar.Iwalkedtowardsthevan.He

steppedoutofit. 

Charles:"Grootman" 



Me:"Charles.Thatwasquick" 

Charles:"Itsreallyeasytocapturequeens" 

Me:"Taketheminside"

Heopenedandtoldtheladytogoinsidethehouse.

IcalledJasonjustastheywentin. 

Jason:"Nzima" 

Me:"Didn'tyouhavetoyswhenyougrewup?" 

Jason:"Who'sthis?" 

Me:"Look.Yourbabymamaandyoursonarehere.I

heardhecan'tlivewithouthisconstantmedication.I

willkeepthemherewithmeuntilyougoand

apologisetomysisterandgotothemental

institutionandtellthemyou'recrazyandyouneed

help.IfIhaven'tgotthereportthatyou'reatthe

hospitalundertheircareIwillstopgivingyourson

hismedication" 

Jason:"Mychildhasnothingtodowiththis.Let

themgoandIwillapologizetoEmiandleaveher

aloneIpromise" 



Me:"JustdowhatIjusttoldyou."

Ihungup.Iwentinside.IcalledCharlesontheside. 

Me:"Tightenthesecurity.Ifthismoroncomeshere

toattack,don'thesitatetoshootthebitch" 

Charles:"Noted" 

Me:"I'mleavingnow"

Iwalkedoff...

••• 

[Narrated]

BongaparkedoutsideTylerandKhethiwe'shouse.It

wasalreadydark.HewaschattingwithHappy.He

hadnocouragetogoin.Hewasscaredofhow

Khethiwemighttakethis.

Hekepttakingdeepbreaths.Heevenprayed.

Hestayedinthecarforagood40minutesthenhe

finallydroveuptothegateandspokeonthe

intercom.

Thegateslidopen.Hedroveonandparkedthengot

out.Heheadedin.HefoundKhethiweatthekitchen



cooking. 

Khethiwe:"Whatanicevisit.ThankstoTylerfor

breakingmyheart"theylaughedandhugged. 

Bonga:"Howareyouthough?" 

Khethiwe:"I'msurviving.Wena?" 

Bonga:"I'mgood.Ishehere?"

Khethiwe:"Nope.I'malone" 

Bonga:"Good.Whatareyoumaking?" 

Khethiwe:"Dumplingandmutton" 

Bonga:"Iwilleatsupperhere.Happywilleather

rabbitfoodalonetoday"shelaughed. 

Khethiwe:"YougonnadrivebacktoJo'burg?" 

Bonga:"No.We'reatthehotel20minutesawayfrom

here" 

Khethiwe:"Whydidn'tyoubringheralong?" 

Bonga:"Icancallhertocome" 

Khethiwe:"Goahead"

Hecalledher.Theyspokeforminutesbeforehe



hungup. 

Bonga:"She'scoming." 

Khethiwe:"Lovely" 

Bonga:"So,areyougonnaleavehim?"

Shepressedherlipstogetherandlookeddown. 

Khethiwe:"Idon'tknow.IlovehimbutIdon'tknowif

Icanstandthis" 

Bonga:"Stay" 

Shefrowned."Gogopromisedagoodoutcome.Alot

isgoingtohappen,mostofitwillbeunbearablebut

pleasestaystronganddon'tleave.Stayinthishouse

fulltime" 

Khethiwe:"Ican'tBonga.Itstoomuch" 

Bonga:"Thisisyourhouse,you'rethechosenonefor

him.Youlovehimright?"Shenoddedtearfully."Then

stay.MaNgcobowouldnevermisleadyou.Shehas

herownreasonwhyshewantsyoutostay" 

Khethiwe:"I'mgonnahavetothinkaboutit.Itsnot

easy" 



Bonga:"Iknow.Takeallthetimeyouneed" 

Shesmiledathimandstirredherstew.

Bongasighedinrelief...

•••

[Quinton]

Thebuzzerbuzzedlikecrazy.Itookthetaband

viewedthegatecamera.Iopenedthegateforher.I

wasalreadyinbed.

Igotoutandwentdownstairs.Wemetatthelounge.

Sheunbuttonedhercoat. 

Me:"Whatisgoingon?" 

Nkule:"IWantyoutomakelovetome" 

Me:"What?"Shedroppedthecoatdownm"Whatare

youdoing?"Itookthefleeceandcoveredher. 

Nkule:"Please" 

Me:"Whatgoingonwithyou?" 

Nkule:"Hedidn'tdoitlikeyou.Noonehaseverdone

melikeyoudid,Icouldn'tanymore.IamsorryI



turnedyourlovedown,Ithoughtwhatifeltforyou

willgoawaybutitdidn't.Iaminsanelyinlovewith

youQuinton.Imissyou,Imissyourtouch,yourkiss

andhowyoufeltinsideme.Pleasegivemethat.

Pleasegiveusanotherchance" 

Me:"Getdressedandleave.Youcan'trunhereto

fightwithyourdemons.You'regoingthroughalotI

understandbutrunningtoanotherman'sbedisnot

it" 

Nkule:"Don'tyoulovemeanymore?" 

Me:"Ido.Asafriendthough.WhatIfeltforyoudied

awhileagoandrightnowthisisn'tyouspeakingbut

justabrokenheart" 

Nkule:"Itsme.Imeanit" 

Me:"Come.Youwillusetheguestroom.Wewilltalk

inthemorning" 

Ipickedhercoatupandwewentup.

Ishowedhertoherroomandwenttomine.

ThisiswhatwecallbeingtestedbySatan...
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ChapterThirtyTwo

•••

[Tyler]

Igotupandwalkedtothedoortoopenforher.She

followedmein. 

Jessica:"Youdon'tlookhappytoseeme" 

Me:"Iam"

Itookouticeandputitintheglass. 

Jessica:"Icalledyouthewholenightlastnight.Why

weren'tyoupickingup?" 

Me:"BecauseIwasthinking.Amanneedssome

thinkingtodoonceinawhileandIdon'tappreciate

youcominghereunannounced.Whatifyouhad

foundKhethiwehere?" 

Jessica:"Iwould'vetoldhertoyouforme" 

Me:"Jessica" 

Jessica:"Shewillneverforgiveyouforthis.Wena



justfocusonusandstopdaydreamingabout

Khethiweevercominghere."

Sheheadedtothebedroom."Yourphoneisringing!"

Iwenttheretoo.Itookit. 

Me:"Hey" 

Bonga:"HaveyouseenMamKhethiweoreventried

gettingholdofher?" 

Me:"No.Iseverythingokay?" 

Bonga:"No.Herbelongingsareallgoneandthere's

aletterhereforyouandfortherestofthefamily" 

Me:"Whereareyou?" 

Bonga:"Atyourplace" 

Me:"I'mcoming"

Ihungupandlookedforsomethingtowear. 

Jessica:"Whatisgoingon?" 

Me:"Khethiweleft" 

Jessica:"So?" 

Me:"Notnowplease" 



Jessica:"Notnowwhat?" 

Me:"Whatiswrongwithyou?Idon'tlikehowyou've

beenactinglately." 

Jessica:"That'sbecauseyou'redrivingmecrazy.

Whyareyouhelpingthatwomanout?" 

Me:"She'snotthatwomanshe'smyfamilyand

familyhelpseachother"

Jessica:"SheassaultedmeforChrist'ssake!I'm

pregnant,thatcould'veledtomiscarriage,doyounot

careaboutthat?" 

Me:"Maybeifyouhadnotgobethereand

disrespectedthem.Noneofitwould'vehappened"

Iwalkedoutandslammedthedoor.Fuck!

•••

[Bonga]

BabKhule,MamKhetheloandBabChrisarrived.

MamKhethelomadebreakfastforus. 

BabChris:"Wherearetheletters?" 

Me:"Ontheleftshelf"hetookthemoutandopened



theonemeantfor"Family" 

BabChris:"Tylermessedup" 

BabKhule:"Whatdoesitsay?" 

BabChris:"ThankyouforbeingthebestfamilyI've

everhad."BabKhulesighed.

BabTylerwalkedin.Hegreeted.BabKhule

attemptedgoingathimbutwestoppedhim.

BabChris:"Areyouhappynow?"Hisfacedropped.

"I'maskingaquestion!Areyouhappy?" 

MamKhethelo:"Pleasecalmdowngentlemen"

BabKhule:"Doyouknowhowmuchtroubleisthis

goingtoputusin?Whyareyousostupid?" 

BabTyler:"Ididnottellhertoleave" 

BabChris:"You'remorestupidthanIthought.You

didtellhertoleave.Justinactions." 

BabKhule:"Donotrestuntilyoufindher.Becauseif

youdon'tIwillmakesurewhenMantulicomes

lookingforhergranddaughtershefindsyouandyou

facethechiefbecauseherbeingaloneinthatstate



ofmind.Anythingcouldhappenandyouwillbe

responsibleforit"

HetookMamKhethelo'shandandtheywalkedout. 

Tyler:"Pleasewaitfor10.Theyarereleasing

Katlego"Igavehimtheletter.

Hesaidthanksandwalkedout.

Ihaveabadfeelingaboutthis...

•••

[Khethelo]

FromPretoriaIbreastfedmylittlecatsandfell

asleep.

Thisfamily'sdramaisreallydraining.Wehavelike3

daystostartpreparingfortheweddingbuthow?

Whenthesemenarefocusingonsomethingthey

stayonituntiltheyfindasolution.Chriswon'tbe

abletobepartofthepreparationswhenhe'slikethis.

Itsevenhardtosleep.Ishouldn'tbeawakebutIam.

Irealizedthebabiesaren'there.Ijumpedoutofbed.

ThedooropenedasIwalkedtowardsit. 



Khule:"Heylove" 

Me:"Hey.Haveyouseenthekids?" 

Khule:"Yes.YoumyladyshouldworrynotasIyour

husbandhassomethinginstoreforyou"Ismiled. 

Me:"Whatisit?" 

Khule:"MayIpleasetakeyourhand?"Ihesitantly

nod.

Hetookitandledmeout,allthewaydownthe

hallway.Ihardlyvisitthispartofthehouse.

Heopenedthedoor.Ilookedattwofemales

standingwithbigsmilesontheirfacesthenbackat

him. 

Khule:"Sinceyoucan'tgotoaspa.IbroughttheSpa

toyou" 

Me:"You'resomethingelseyouknowthat?" 

Khule:"I'mnotsomethingelse,Iamyourhusband.

Ladiespleasedoyourmagic.Babe,Iwillbe

downstairsfixingyetanothersurprise.Iloveyou"he

kissedme. 



Me:"Iloveyou.Pleasedon'tburnmykitchendown" 

Khule:"Thealarmsarealwaysonstandby" 

Me:"Khulekani" 

Helaughed. 

Khule:"I'mkidding.I'llseeyoulater"

Hewalkedout. 

Lady1:"We'llbeginwithbodymassage" 

Me:"Thankyou" 

Lady2:"Pleasechangewe'llwaitoutside" 

Me:"There'snoneed"

Istrippednaked.Theypassedmeatowel.Iwrapped

itaroundandclimbedonthebed. 

Lady1:"You'reaveryluckylady.Wedon'tdothis" 

Lady2:"Ever.You'reluckytohavehim" 

Me:"Iguessso" 

Lady1:"Doeshehaveanysiblings?"Welaughed.

Me:"Yesbutunfortunatelytheyareverytaken" 



Them:"Toobad"

Igotintomyrelaxmodeastheyrantheirsoft

magicalhandsonme.Iamindeedlucky.

Thedooropened.Iliftedmyheadup. 

Khule:"Qwantstospeaktoyou"hehandedmethe

phone.

Me:"Hello"

Q:"MamaDube.Howareyou?" 

Me:"I'mgoodhowareyou?" 

Q:"I'mokay.HaveyouspokentoNkule?" 

Me:"Uhm...noIhaven't.Why?" 

Q:"Ithinkshecouldreallyuseafriend" 

Me:"What'sup" 

Q:"She'sseekingcomfortinallthewrongplaces.

Trycallingher" 

Me:"Iwill.Thanksforlettingmeknow" 

Q:"Noproblem.Bye"

Hehungup.Whatiswrongwiththiswoman.



Myphonebeeped.

'Somebitchisstandingonmyway.ShehasQuinton

wrappedaroundherlittlestinkingfinger'

Icalledher. 

Nkule:"Hey" 

Me:"Letthisgo" 

Nkule:"Whatdoyoumean?" 

Me:"ImeanleaveQuintonthehellalone.Whatyou're

doingiscalledembarrasingyourself.Ifthere's

someoneyouthinkhelikesthenleavethemalone." 

Nkule:"Khethelo.YouknowhowmuchIlovehim" 

Me:"YouchoseLindaoverhim"

Nkule:"Itwasamistake!" 

Me:"Wellthat'snoneofhisbusiness.Ifyoucan't

handleloneliness,cometoJo'burg"

Nkule:"Bye"

Shehungup.Isighed.Thisisabsurd...

•••



[Katlego]

Thiswomanclearlyhasnoideawhoshe'sdealing

with.Thenerveofher!

Shebetterpraywedon'tcrosspaths,becauseifwe

doIwillroughherup. 

Chris:"Okay.What'sup?" 

Ilookedathim. 

Me:"I'mmad"

Chris:"Don'tbe.Youbeatherup,shegotyou

arrestedyou'renoweven" 

Me:"I'mnotevenonanythingwiththathoe.Herand

Istillhaveunfinishedbusiness" 

Chris:"Wellitbetterbefinishedbecauseitseems

likeshe'snotgoinganywhere" 

Me:"Meaning?" 

Chris:"Mothersaidheshouldmarryher"

Ifelthot.Everyplacewithhairhotitchy. 

Me:"Yourmotheriscrazy" 



Chris:"MamakaHawu" 

Me:"Sheis.Whydoesshealwayssupportmadness.

Marryher?ThatthingisnotfittobeaDubewife.

Whywouldsheapproveofpermanentlybringingthat

demonintoourlives?WhataboutKhethiwe?" 

Chris:"Shesaiditsforthebest!" 

Me:"Bestforyou?ForYourhoebrother?Because

it'sclearlynotthebestforuKhethiwe" 

Chris:"Wellitsgoingtohappeneitherway." 

Me:"AndIwillmakesureshedivorcesin2weeks"

Iadjustedtheseatandclosedmyeyes.Whatkindof

motheristhis?Shechoosespeopleforhiscrazy

sonsandfloodthemwithendlesstroubles.Shedare

triesme,Iwillslitherson'sthroat...

•••

[Quinton]

Ihatethesenightshifts.IfailtosleepwhenIget

home.BythetimeIthinkoftakingadecentnapits

timetoprepareforthedamnshift.



Myphonerang. 

Me:"Hello" 

Nkule:"Hey.I'msorrytobotheryoubutIforgotmy

cardthere" 

Me:"Oh.Iwilllookforit" 

Nkule:"Onthetvstand" 

Me:"Okayletmecheck"Igotupandchecked."Oh

hereitis" 

Nkule:"Thankyou.Iaminyourneighborhood.Iwill

comegetitnownow" 

Me:"Okay"

Icalledthegirlfriendtocheckifshemaypopin

whileNkuleishere.We'vebeencallingeachother

sincethedaybegan.Ihaveaveryhardtaskahead.I

havetoaccommodateher22yearoldselfuntilshe's

completelycomfortablewithme. 

Yoli:"Hey.Didyoutrimyourbeard?" 

Me:"Hey.YesIdid.DoIlooklikeasnack?"She

chuckled.



Yoli:"Noyoulooklikeamaincourse." 

Me:"ThankyoumyQueen.AmIgonnaseeyou

beforeIgotowork?"

Yoli:"Yeahifyoucome" 

Me:"No.Comeby.You'llsleepover" 

Yoli:"Uhm...."

Me:"Noexcuses.JustcomemaybeImightchange

mymindaboutgoingtowork" 

Yoli:"Youwillgetfired" 

Me:"Youdon'tgetfiredwhenyouhaveconnections" 

Yoli:"IwannabeyouwhenIgrowup.Iwillseeyou

laterthen.LetmecookbecauseIknowyourpots

aredry" 

Me:"Yeahalittle.Dishupformetoo"shestaredat

herscreenforawhile.

Yoli:"UhmBeniscomingover" 

Me:"Tellhimyou'rebusy" 

Yoli:"Ohhe'stalkingabouttomorrow.Bye" 



Me:"OkByebaby"

She'sinpyjamas.That'sgood.IacceptedBab

Nkomo'srequesttoletNkulein.

IshouldtellKylietogetmeamaid.Mypotsare

alwaysdryforreal.

Shewalkedin. 

Me:"Youlookbeautiful" 

Nkule:"Thankyou.I'mgoingout.IfIstayinthat

houseaminutelongerIswearIwillgocrazy" 

Me:"Shouldn'tyoubemourningyourchild's

passing?" 

Nkule:"Whatdifferenceisitgonnamake?She's

dead" 

Me:"Oh"

Ihandedherthecard.

Nkule:"I'msorryaboutTuesdaynight" 

Me:"Waterunderthebridge" 

Nkule:"Thankyou.So,areyouandYolitogether?" 



Me:"No" 

Nkule:"Whatisgoingonbetweenyoutwothen" 

Me:"Alot.Exceptforbeingtogether" 

Nkule:"Thewayyoupanickedwhenshearrivedlast

morningitseemedlikeyoudidn'twanthertome

here" 

Me:"She'sachild.Idon'twanthergettingexposed

toadultswholooksliketheyspentanighttogether.

Whydidyoutakeoffthegown?" 

Nkule:"Iwashot" 

Me:"Pleasedon'teverdoitagain." 

Nkule:"Noted.Keepwell" 

Me:"Thankyou.Gowell"

Sheturnedonherheelsandleft.

She'sgettingmesuspicious.

'IwantyoutotailNkuleforme.Ifeellikeshe'skind

ofobsessedwithwhatmightbegoingonbetween

meandsomeoneelse'



IsenttoCharles.Womenactreallycrazyattimes...

•••

[Khule]

MycellphonerangasIplayedwiththelittleones.I

missedthem.MamDinotookthemtotheirsiblings

atChris's. 

Me:"Hello" 

Calvin:"Dube.IgotacallfromTyleraskingfora

meeting" 

Me:"Isit?Hehasn'tcalledme.Whatdidhesayits

about?"

Calvin:"Hedidn'texplain.ThatswhyI'mcalling,is

everythingokay?" 

Me:"Youhaven'tcheckedyouremails?" 

Calvin:"No.Ijustlandedandsawhistonsoftexts

andhejustcalled" 

Me:"Wellhefuckedup.Gotsomeoneelsepregnant

andKhethiweleft.Nobodyknowswheresheis.He's

planningontakingthepregnantwomanasasecond



wife"

Calvin:"What?"

Me:"Yes.Sothesoonerthatmeetinghappensthe

moretimehe'llhavetolookforKhethiwe" 

Calvin:"Uh...I'llbetheretomorrowevening.Sendmy

lovetoeveryone"

Me:"Iwill.Pleasedotoo."

Wesaidourgoodbyes.Idon'tknowifhe'syoungor

justplainstupid.Whydoeshewantameeting?

Iheardcommotioncomingfromoutside.Icalled

Khethelodowntowatchoverthekidsandwalked

out.

Thesecurityguysweredraggingadrunkmanout.

Ireachedthem. 

Me:"Lethimgo" 

Scelo:"Sir?"

Me:"Lethimgo"

Theylethimgoandstoodacoupleoffeetaway



fromus.Hecouldbarelystand.TheJackDanielon

hishandlookedheavy. 

Me:"Whatareyoudoinghere?" 

Jason:"I'm...I'mlookingforEmi" 

Me:"Didn'tItellyoutostayawayfromher?"

Helookedatmeanddrankfromhisbottle. 

Jason:"Youdid.Butthatdoesn'tmeanIshould

reallydothat" 

Me:"Areyoutestingme?" 

Jason:"No.IjustwantEmithatisall" 

Me:"Doyouwanttoseeyourchildalive?" 

Jason:"YoureallythinkIcareaboutthatbabymore

thanIdoaboutEmihle?Killitifyouwant.Iwant

Emi" 

Me:"YouneedhelpJason"

Hehitthebottleontheground.

Jason:"Whydoesn'tanyonefuckinggetit!Idon't

needthehelpyouallkeeptellingmeabout.Thehelp



IneedisEmi.Whenshe'sinmylifeIambetter,no

Psychologistcouldeverhelpme,nomedicine,no

nothing.YouthinkInevertried?She'smylight,my

lifehaspurposewhenshe'sinit,Idon'tdrinknor

smoke.Youwannaknowthetruth?Iresentthat

baby,itwasn'tforitshewouldstillbemine.Dube..."

Hestartedcryingandkneltdown. 

Jason:"Please.Iwoulddoanything,Iwouldgiveup

everythingthatbelongstome.Pleasejusthelpme

getherback,evenifasjustafriend.Ihaven'thada

decentsleepin4months.Ineedher" 

Me:"You'reverystupidifyouthinkIwillletmybaby

sisternexttoyou.Seekhelpandthenwewilltalk."

Iturnedtotheguards."Drivehimhome"

Iheadedinside.IcalledCharlesandtoldhimto

releasethegirlandherbaby.Thismoronisreally

crazierthanIthought...

[2/26,06:39]Zozaness:TheDubeLegacyreloaded

ChapterThirtyThree



•••

(Unedited)

[Emi]

Iwasscaredtofallasleeplastnight.Ialsodidn't

wanttogotoneitherofmyhomes,mybrothers

deservetheirtimewiththeirwivesandkidswithout

mepoppingupeverynowandthen.

Idon'tknowwhenbutIendedupfallingasleep.Brad

isinNorthWest,Ihaveaveryboringweekendahead.

TodayIamnotgoingtowork.ItsleisuredayandI

reallydon'tfeellikechattingandlaughing.

Igotupandwenttothebathroom.Ididmybusiness

andfilledthetub.IwanttovisitKhethiwe,maybe

takeherouttothemoviesandthengoclubbinglater.

Myphonerang.Iwentforit. 

Me:"Aren'tyousupposedtobeinameeting?" 

Brad:"CorrectbuthowamIgoingtoconcentrate

whenIhaven'theardfromyou?" 

Me:"I'msorry.IjustwokeupandIwasgoingtotext

youafterIhavetakenabath"hesighed.



Brad:"Youshould'vetextedmetheminuteyouwoke

up.Anyplansfortheday?" 

Me:"Yeah.IwillgovisitKhethiweandgoout" 

Brad:"Oklove.Iloveyou" 

Me:"Iloveyoumore"

Hehungup.Ineedmyjeansfromhisplace.Itexted

himtotexthisladytopackthemupformeandthen

wentbacktothebathroom.

...

AfteranhouroftryingtogetholdofKhethiweIgave

upanddrovetoKhule's.IfoundKhethelowithanold

ladyhavingjuice.

Khethelo:"It'sgonnaraininicecreamstodayI

swear" 

Me:"Ohplease.Iwasgivingyoualltimeto

yourselves.Howareyoubaby?"Wehugged. 

Khethelo:"I'mgood.ThisismamMathebulaournew

help.MamathisisEmihle,ourlittlesister.Howis

yourself?" 



Me:"Gettingtherelove.Howareyouma?"Weshook

hands. 

Her:"I'mgoodhowareyousisi?"

Me:"I'mgoodthanks.CanIstealyouforaminute?" 

Khethelo:"Sure"

Wewalkedtothelounge. 

Me:"Where'sMamDino?"

Khethelo:"Upstairswithhergrandkids." 

Me:"Mmmh.I'vebeentryingtogetholdofKhethiwe.

Doyouknowwhat'sgoingon?"

Sheclearedherthroatandlookedaheadonthet.v.

Khethelo:"Sheleft."

Me:"Towhere?"

Khethelo:"Nobodyknowsyet.Yourbrothersarestill

lookingforher" 

Me:"Andnobodythoughtoflettingmeknow.Wow" 

Khethelo:"Youwerealsoinaverybadheadspace.

Wecouldn'thavemadeitworse.Andyourbrother



askedforameetingIguesshewillbringhiswoman

withhim" 

Me:"Why?She'sjusthisbabymama.There'sno

needtostuffthefamilyupwithher" 

Khethelo:"He'smarryingher"

Me:"What?Whatthehelliswrongwithhim?Ohpoor

Khethiwe" 

Khethelo:"Yeah.Yourmotherimproved" 

Me:"Iseriouslydonotunderstandwhydowestill

listentoher.Shehatedpolygamywithallherbeing

whyonearthwouldsheapproveofthis?"She

shrugged.I'mdefeated."Letmegogetmyjeansat

Bryanston.I'llseeyoualllater"shegotupand

walkedmeout.

Khethelo:"Hewasherelastnight" 

Me:"Who?" 

Khethelo:"Jason.Helovesyou,beingseparated

fromyouiskillinghimanditisdrivinghimrightto

theedge.Hesaysheresentshischildbecauseyou

wouldstillbewithhimifithadnotbeenconceived" 



Me:"Heneedshelp" 

Khethelo:"Maybeafriend.Youshouldcallhim

sometimes" 

Me:"Notinmywildestdream" 

Khethelo:"Areyoustillmadathim?" 

Me:"Yes" 

Khethelo:"Why?" 

Me:"BecausehebrokemyheartKhethelo" 

Khethelo:"Youwanthimtogetoveryou?"Inodded

"Andyouwanttogetoverthebrokenhearthe

causedyou?"Inodded."Contacthim.Takethe

sessionstogether,taketheguardswithyouuntil

theyareover" 

Me:"Bradwouldn'tallowthat" 

Khethelo:"Itsforyourowngood.Whatisthepointof

carryingonwithableedingheartfromthepast?" 

Me:"Iwilltakepsychologicalsessionsjustnotwith

Jason" 

Khethelo:"Great.Istillthinkyoushouldgivehimthat



callthough" 

Me:"ByeMrsDube"

ShesmiledandwavedasIdroveout.

Thenerveofthisguy.HesaidallthattoKhule?Its

eitherhehasasoftspotforhimorturningweak.

YouknowsometimesIfeelliketrafficlightshavea

thingonme.TheyalwaysturnredwheneverI'mina

hurry.

Ican'tbelievemymotherandTyler.Iknowhe's

alwaysgottenawaywitheverythingbutIdidn'tknow

shefavorshimevenfromabove.

"Wannarace?"Istartled.He'sonhispsycho

characteragain. 

Me:"WhyareyoufollowingmeJason?"

Jason:"Iwanttorace" 

Me:"Don'tyouhavefriends?" 

Jason:"No.IfIwinyouwillhaveanicecreamdate

withmeatourstop,whichisthemall" 

Me:"Ifyoulose?"Iturnedtohisdirectionforthefirst



timesincethisconversationstarted.Helooked

decent.Beardshavedandafreshhaircut. 

Jason:"Yougonnatakemetoapsychologistofyour

choiceanddrivemethereeveryappointment"

Iravedtheengine. 

Me:"Therobotisabouttoopen" 

Jason:"Goodluck"

Itsagoodthinggolfestatesroadsarealwaysempty.

Itookoffbeforetherobotgavemeaccess.Iwill

takecareoftheticket.

Imadeittothemallfirst.Bothvictoriesworkedin

hisfavorbutirdoesn'tmatteraslongashewillgo

forhelpandgetthehelloutofmyofmylife...

•••

[Tyler]

Onesimplethingcanleadtosuchabigmess.The

dayIwentouttofindcomfortinJessica'sarmsIdid

notthinkitwilltakeusthisfar.Iamfailingtocope

witheverythingbuteitherwayIhavetoletthefamily



knowaboutmydecision.

Jessica:"Youneedtostopbeatingyourselfup"

Me:"Ican'thelpit.Areyoureadyfortonight?"

Jessica:"Nobutthere'snoturningbacknow,is

there?"

Me:"No.WhattimeistheDrsappointment?"

Jessica:"2pm.FornowIwanttogotothemalland

buysomethingfittomeetyourfamily" 

Me:"Okay.Iwilljuststayhereandwatchsoccer"she

kissedme. 

Jessica:"Iloveyouandeverythingisgonnabe

okay" 

Me:"YeahIguess"

Shesmiledandwalkedout.

Iwenttothebedroomandtooktheletterout.Ihad

nostrengthtoopenitupyesterday.

"You'reaverygoodperson.ThatiswhyGodblessed

youwithachild.Givehertheloveyougavemeand

giveyourbabyevenmore.Youhavemyblessing.All



thebestineverythingyou'reworkingonandyetto

workon.Thankyouforlovingme"

Ireaditalloveragain.ThisisnotwhatIexpected.I

expectedmaybeapageormore.

There'sstillnotraceofher.Noneofhercardshave

boughtanything.Iamstillwaitingformoreupdates

fromtheguys.

Myphonerang.Ihaven'theardfromherinawhile. 

Me:"Babysis"

Emi:"Tellmeitsnottrue"

Me:"What?"

Emi:"Thatyou'remarryingthatillmanneredwoman

andmadeKhethiweleave" 

Me:"Ididnotkickherout,sheleftonherown" 

Emi:"Isit?Wouldshehaveleftifyoudidn'thither

withallthatbaggage?YouknowIalwaysthought

youhavechangedandlovesKhethiwe.Butthis?I

amfailingtorecognizeyou.Iamsomadatyou.You

betterfindKhethiwe,wearethegenerationthat

easilygetsattackedbydepressionyetyousleep



withoutknowingwheresomeoneasbrokenas

Khethiweis"

Shehungup.Shewouldn'thurtherself.Wouldshe?

•••

[Quinton]

MyphonerangrightafterIcameoutoftheshower. 

Me:"BabNkomo" 

BabNkomo:"Ehson,therearepeoplehereforyou"

Me:"Okay.Iwillbethereinafew"

IhungupandtriedcallingYolibutitwentto

voicemail.Imadethebedanddressedupandleft.

Iarrivedatmyhouse.Ihaveneverseenthesepeople

before.Theydroveinafterme.Iledtheminside.

Theytookaseat.Thisdidnotlooklikeafriendlyvisit.

Ileanedonachair. 

Me:"TowhatdoIowethispleasure?" 

Man1:"MandlaNkosi" 

Me:"That'syourname?" 



Man1:"No.Doesthatnameringabelltoyou?" 

Me:"No"

Man1:"Theboyyoukilledlastyear" 

Me:"Whoawhoadon'tassociatemewithkillingIdo

notkill" 

Man1:"DubeIdon'thaveallday.Iamtheonehe

soldthemerchandiseto.Hehadawireonhim,I

haveproofthatyoukilledhim"

TheotheronewhichIbelieveishiserrandsboytook

outataperecorderandplayedanaudio.Itwasme

andJake.Thesameexactconversationwehadthat

dayIshotthatmoron. 

Man1:"Now,Ihaveadealforyou.Iwouldlikeyouto

transportafewthingsforme"

Me:"Notinterested" 

Man1:"Wellyoubetterbebecauseifyoudon't.Iwill

anonymouslysendthistothepoliceanditwillbe

overforyou,Ilearnedthatyouhaveonlyone

chance"

Who'sthisfuckingidiot?



Me:"Getout"

Man1:"Thesearemynumbers.Iwillwaitforyour

calluntilThursday.IfIdon'thearfromyouuntilthen

Iwillsendthislittlepresenttothepolice.Youknow

howeverycaptaininJo'burgwouldlovetolockany

ofyouup"

Me:"Ifyouknowwhat'sgoodforyou,youwillget

yourbuttupandleavethishouseandneverlook

backorexpectaphonecall"

Hegotup. 

Man1:"Iwillbewaitingforthatcall"

Theyfollowedeachotherout.Goditstoohotforthis.

IwanttokeepmyhandscleannowIhavelittle

childrenandwives.

ThemeetingthatTyleraskedforIwon'tbepartof.I

hatemadness.Khethiweismessedup.AndIwill

makethemalllookforuntilGodtakethem.Tylerisa

spoiltbrat,weaskedhimifhewassureabout

commitmentheagreed.Purebullshit,hecould've

avoidedthis.Thebloodshed,Khethiwefledhomefor

what?Forhimtothankherwithaplatefullofshit.I



don'tevenwannaseethatwomanbecauseIwould

strangleher.Nobodydisrespectsmylovedoneslike

that.

Myphonebeeped.

"IfyoudonotputaleashonyourbitchIwillrunher

overwiththiscarQuintonDube."

Icalledher.Shedidnotpickup.IcalledCharlesmen.

RuphusandGail.

Him:"MrDube" 

Me:"RuphusorGail?" 

Him:"Gail" 

Me:"Ohhey.Haveyoubeenfollowingthegirl?" 

Gail:"YesSir.She'sdrivingtoyourhouseaswe

speak.Itlookslikeshe'sbeenfollowingawhiteX7

around,sheevenhadabitofaquarrelwithher" 

Me:"Okaythankyou"

IhungupandtriedYoliagain.Itwenttovoicemail

thistime.

IgrantedaccessforNkuleandwaitedonthecouch.



Nkule:"Youhavenoshameyouknowthat" 

Me:"DoyouknowwhatIdotopeoplewhobother

peopleIlove?" 

Nkule:"Youloveher!OhmyGodI'vebeensostupid!

Isshenolongerachild?Doyouknowwhather

parentscoulddotoyouiftheyfoundoutshe's

datingamanyourage?"

Igotupandwalkedtoher. 

Me:"Ifyoudonotuntangleyourselffrommylifethe

momentyouwalkoutthatdoorIsweartoyou

Nonkululekohellwillbreakloose.Ifyoueverbother

YolandaagainIwillneedonlyonebullettotakeyou

out"shegasped."Findahobby,lookforajoband

worklikeanyotherwomanyourageandgetthefuck

outofmylife!"

Ididn'tevenrealizeIhadherbyhercollar.Iletgo.

Shecriedandranout...

•••

[Narrated]

Rightaftersunset.Everybodyarrived.Theyshared



hugs.Thewomenremainedinthekitchenmaking

supperwhilethemendrankattheloungewaitingfor

Tyler.

Lelo:"SoKhethelo.Arewealsogonnabethere?" 

Khethelo:"TheyalwaysincludeusbutIdon'tknow

thistime" 

Kat:"I'mgoodnna.BecauseifIseethatTyler'sfaceI

willkickit.HebettershowupwithKhethiweorbeup

todatewithherwhereabouts" 

LeloandKhethelolaughed. 

Khethelo:"Whenlastdidyouhaveyourperiods?"

Kat:"Therobotisredaswespeak." 

Khethelo:"You'vebeenreadytoattackthepast

weeks." 

Kat:"That'sbecauseIamsickandtiredofeverything

thatishappening" 

Lelo:"Ineedyourguts."

"Evening"

Theyallturned.Katlegoscoffedandturnedtothe



stove. 

Khethelo:"Hey.Yourbrothersareatthrlounge" 

Tyler:"Thankyou"

HepulledJessicaallthewaytothelounge.

Kat:"OhmyGoddidyouseethatfacebeat?She

totallyhasnoideawhereshewascomingto" 

Lelo:"She'scutethough" 

Khethelo:"We'veneverseenherwithoutmake"

Chris:"CanIstealyouladiesforasecond?"

Kat:"Yeahsure.We'recoming"

Sheloweredthestoveandtheywenttothelounge.

Theysatnexttotheirpartners.CalvingaveTylera

goahead.

Tyler:"Iknowithasbeenaverychaotic2weeksof

everyone.ForthatI'msorry.Khethiwedecidedto

leaveme,Idon'tblameher.I'madogbutIcan'tbe

foreverpunishedforthat.Thiswomansittingover

thereisJessicaNgcolosi,sheiscarryingmychild.

WehavebeenseeingeachotherbehindKhethiwe's



back.Likeanyotherdecentman,Iwouldlikeour

childtobebornwithinthewedlock.AllIamaskingis

foryouguystosupportmeregardlessofmy

mistake.Khethiwecanonlybethepersontopunish

me.AndforyoutoacceptJessicaasmywife"

Kat:"Doyouloveher?"

Theyallturnedtolookather. 

Kat:"Forreal.Doeshe?Becauseitwouldbevery

selfishofyoutomarrysomeonejustbecauseshe's

carryingyourchild.Marriageisaverybig

commitment,youjustcan'tmarryforsomethingas

smallaspregnancy" 

Calvin:"MamakaHawuhasapoint.Doyou?"

Tyler:"UhmI-"

"Youareaverybadfamily.Howisthismeeting

carryingonwithoutme?OhI'msogladyoukeptmy

seatsafe"shesatnexttoTyler."Ohpleasetakemy

bagsupstairs.Firstroomonyourright.Good

eveningboNyamazane.Forgivemeforarrivingso

late.TheweatheriscrazyinMauritius,Itookyour

advicebytheway"shesaidwinkingatKhethelo.



Khule:"WelcomebackMaDladla" 

Khethiwe:"Thankyou.Thiscouchisuncomfortable"

ShegotupandsatonTyler'slap. 

Khethiwe:"Oohthatmakeup.Youcametointroduce

her?" 

Kat:"Yes" 

Khethiwe:"Okay.Letmenotstandinyourway"

Jessicagotupandattemptedgoingout.Khethiwe

quicklystoppedher. 

Khethiwe:"Youhavefailedrulenumberoneofbeing

aDubewife.Youdonotwalkoutonourmen.

Secondlyyoudonotapplythismuchmakeup,

thirdlyyouputonadoekonyourheadandascarf

aroundyourshouldersatleastonsuchoccassions." 

Jessica:"Bitchplease.Moveoutofmyway"shesaid

onalowervoice. 

Khethiwe:"Sitdown."

Shepushedherbacktothecouch. 

Khule:"UhmJennifer.Wedonotswearinthis



house" 

Jessica:"Je-ssi-ca" 

Kat:"CanIdishupforeveryone?" 

Khethiwe:"No.JessicaandIwill.ButfirstlyIgot

starters.Idon'twantherinmyhouse,youDube

elimthendewillhavetobuyherahouse,secondlyI

wantyouhomeeverynight,ifyoudon'tcomebackI

willcomewhereveryouareandtakeyouhome

becauseyouvowedtonevermakemesleepalone

thatdayofourtraditionalunion." 

Jessica:"Thatiscrazy" 

Khethiwe:"Youarenotevenonthedatabaseyetbut

you'realreadyseeingthings." 

Chris:"CanwebeleftwithMadladlaplease?"

Allthewomenwalkedout. 

Chris:"Whyareyouback?" 

Khethiwe:"YourmothersaidIshouldn'tleave,right

Bonga?"Henodded."Sothisismenotleaving.

AlthoughIwillbefriendswithginandtonictillall

thismadnessblowsover" 



Khule:"Wearejustgladyou'reback" 

Khethiwe:"Itsagainstmywillthough."Shegotup

andwalkedtothekitchen.

Katlegoscreamedandhuggedher. 

Khethelo:"Sincewhenaren'tyouscaredofthem?" 

Khethiwe:"Gin,isthereanyinthishouse?I'mgetting

sober.Where'sthathorsebitch?" 

Lelo:"She'soutside" 

Khethiwe:"GodknowsIcan'tstandherorherman."

Khethelo:"Thenwhyareyouback?" 

Khethiwe:"Thatcrazyassmotherinlaw.Ihadavery

terribledream.EvenMantulitoldmetocomeback

whenIcalledhertovent" 

Lelo:"Ineverythingjustknowwe'rehereforyou.As

muchaswedon'tfeelpainasyoubutwewilltake

thisroadwithyou." 

Kat:"Amentothat."

Theydidagrouphug. 



Khethelo:"Weloveyouandwewilldiewhereyou

die" 

Khethiwe:"Thankyouguys" 

Kat:"Let'shavesomegin.Pityyou2can't"

Khetheloprepareditforthemandthenjuicefor

herselfandLelo.

Kat:"TohappylifeandmakingJessica'sstay

unpleasant!"

Theylookedathersurprised.Andthenlaughed. 

Them:"Cheers!"

Theytookoutservingbowlsanddishedupovera

sillyconversation.Laughinginbetween.

Jessicaremainedinthecarcrying.Shecalledher

mother. 

Jessica:"Shecamebackmama.Theyloveher.They

justsattherewhilesheinsultedmeandsaid

nothing" 

Hermother:"Donotworry.Shewillleaveagain.Just

betheperfectgirlfriendyoucanbeandyouwillwin



theman" 

Jessica:"Idon'tknowhowmuchmoreofthisIcan

take.Helovesher"

Hermother:"Rememberwhyyou'rewithhim.We

needthismoneyJes.Justobeyeverything.3years

willbeoverinnotime" 

Jessica:"Byemama.Someoneiscoming"

Shehungup.Bongaknockedonthewindow. 

Bonga:"Icametogetyou"

Shefakedasmileandgotoffthecar.

Theywalkedbackinside....

[2/26,06:39]Zozaness:ChapterThirtyFour

•••

[Khethelo]

Lastnightwentabittougherthanexpected.Itledto

Jessicaleavingbeforeanyoneelse.Khethiweand

Katlegomadeherveryfirstdayunpleasant.They

startedtalkingabouteveryfunwehavehadinthe

past.



Theyarereadyforthismissionofmakingherstay

unpleasant.Anditsalreadyworking.

IputNgiphiledown.Iwishtheystaylikethisforever.

Theylookmorehumannow.Youcantellwholooks

likewho.Theirfatheriscountingdowntothenext

monthwherehecansafelydrivearoundwiththem.

Iwalkedtothebathroom.Webathwiththedoor

openbecause"athiefwillcomeandstealthe

babies"

Hegoton.Lookinglikeasnackthatheis.Hekissed

hisbabiesandwalkedtothebathroomdoor.

Me:"Freshhaircut?" 

Khule:"Yes.Younoticed"hesaidwithagrin. 

Me:"Ialwaysdobabe"

Khule:"Icutmyhair3timesthetimeyouwere

pregnantandyounevernoticed"Ilaughed. 

Me:"Thatwasaverybusytime.I'msorry" 

Khule:"Mmmh"

Hesatonthebed."Doyouthinkyoucanconvince



yoursisterstobecivilwithJennifer?"

Me:"Jessica.AndIamnotsureaboutthat.Khethiwe

can't,shefeelstoolittleanddisrespectedasitis.

Thebestwaytodealwiththisistokeepthemaway

fromeachotheratallcosts" 

Khule:"Onfamilygatherings?Whatwillhappen?"

Me:"Thenewgirlwillnotcome." 

Khule:"Hhaibo" 

Me:"Yes.Shechosetobesecondbestright?She

mustdealwiththeconsequences." 

Khule:"IhopeTylerrealizesthemesshe'sputusin" 

Me:"Shedoesn'tlooklikeshecanevenfryanegg

anywaysoherabsencewillbeverynormal" 

Khule:"Yousoundlikeyou'remadonKhethiwe's

behalf" 

Me:"OfcourseIam.Sheshouldn'tevenbehere,tell

mesomething,evenyourancestorsbullyours?"

Khule:"HowonearthamIsupposedtoknowthat?"

Me:"Idon'tknow.Butyourancestorsalwaysseem



tohaveabiggersayonourlives" 

Khule:"That'sbecauseyoubelongtotheDubeside.

You'reintroducedtothem,sprinkledwithgulland

thatmakeyouafullKhetheloDube.Samegoesfor

allofyou.ExceptforJenni-ImeanJessica,because

she'snotpaidlobolafor" 

Me:"Itsunfair"

Igotoutofthetubandwrappedatowelaroundthen

emptiedit.Iheardthedoorclose.Iturnedtohistall

self,hecuppedmyfaceandhungrilykissedme.I

stoppedhimwhenhereachedformytowel.

Me:"3monthsisn'tover" 

Khule:"Fuck3months."

Hekissedmeagain.Ifailedtofighthimoff.Imissed

him.Ilethimtourhishandsallovermysensitive

bodyparts.Hepushedmeagainstthewall.I

reachedforhispants,unbuckledthebelt.Mytowel

hadalreadyfallenoff.

Heslidin.Allthehairsonmybodystoodup.He

gavemeacoupleofdeepstrokes.Istoppedhim



andpushedhimtothetoiletsit.Icloseditand

pushedhimtositdown.Igotontopandslowly

movedupanddown,leftandright.

Iwentonandonuntilmyinnergoddesstookover.I

wentonharderandfaster.Hedughisnailsonmy

backandgroanedalittleaggressive.Myworkis

donehere.

Hecaughthisbreathandkissedmyboobiesthat

wereleaking. 

Khule:"IloveyouandImissedthis" 

Me:"IloveyouandImissedittoo."

Igotoffandturnedtheshoweron.Hejoinedme.

Itledtoanothernastysession....

•••

[Khethiwe]

Ishookhim.HemumbledonlyGodknowswhat.He

staredatmeandthenshrugged. 

Me:"Its9o'clock.Let'spray" 

Tyler:"Sincewhendowepray?" 



Me:"Sinceyouwentoutthereandcreatedproblems

forus"

Hegotoffandkneltbesideme.

Me:"ThankyouLordforyourprotectionovermy

family.Icomeagainstanyplot,ployorschemethat

theenemyhasplannedforusandIrenderituseless

inJesusname.Wearetheheadandnotthetail,

aboveonlyandnotbeneath.Noweaponorpregnant

jezabelformedagainstuswillprosperandevery

tonguethatrisesagainstwilluswillbecondemned.

WehavethemindsofChristandvictoryisours

todayinHim.Wearechildrenofthemosthighand

werestinhisgoodnessandfaithfulnesstoday.

Pleasekeepthishomefullwithwarmthandlove,

whenstormsofbabymamadramatrytohitus,let

usfeelnothing.InJesus'name.Amen"

Iopenedmyeyes.Hewasstaringatme. 

Me:"What?" 

Tyler:"Thatwas..."

Me:"Powerful?Iknow.Breakfastwillbereadyin10

minutes.Youmaytakeashowersolong" 



Tyler:"No.Iwouldlovetokeepyoucompanywhile

youmakeit" 

Me:"Oh?Bemyguest"

Hefollowedmeout.WegotdownstairsandItook

outalltheingredients.

Hewassoobservantthanever.Ifinishedupand

servedhim. 

Tyler:"Thankyou" 

Me:"AreyougonnagotoJessica'splaceafter

eating?"

Tyler:"No.YouknowIspendmyweekendsindoors" 

Me:"Great.I'llgotakeashower"

Iwalkedupthestaircase.

Ithrewmyselfonthebed.Idon'tknowhowlongam

Igoingtokeepupwiththis.Igotupandfixedmyself

aglassofginandtonic.Itookmyphoneandmy

speakerandwenttothebathroom.Ifilledthetub

whilelisteningtomydepressingmusic.

Howfariseventhiskangaroo?Ican'treallystomach



thefactthatsheispregnant...

•••

[Quinton]

Iwokeupalone.I'dliketothinkshedoesn'tsleep.I

fetchedheryesterdayaftershecalledmecrying

sayingshecan'tfindherapartmentkeys.

Shewasabitdrunk.ShesleptonthetubwhileIsat

herethinkingshe'stakingabath.

Iwenttopeeandwentdownstairs.Ifoundher

watchingcartoonsonthekitchentabletwhile

drinkingcoffee.Ikissedhercheek. 

Me:"Yousmellnice" 

Yoli:"Justfinishedtakingabath" 

Me:"Mmm.Wewatchingcartoons?"Shechuckled. 

Yoli:"No.Ithoughtyouweregonnafreakout.I'm

watchingOrphanBlack" 

Me:"Whatisitabout?" 

Yoli:"Clonedgirls.Itsprettyinteresting" 



Me:"Movieorseries?" 

Yoli:"Itsaseries.I'mstillonseason1episode4." 

Me:"Wegonnastartitafreshtogether.Whatarewe

eating?"Isaidwalkingtothefridge.

ShegotoffthechairandgottothefridgebeforeI. 

Yoli:"Iwillmakeussomethingtoeat.Sitdownand

watchtheseries."Shepushedmetositdown.

"Tomato,cheese,ham,avocadoandeggs.Feelany

ofit?"

Me:"Aslongasitisfoodbabe" 

Yoli:"Igotyouthenmyicepop" 

Me:"Isthatmypetname?"Shechuckled. 

Yoli:"Maybe"

Shetookitallout.Andstartedmakinghermagic. 

Yoli:"Nkuleisreallycrossingboundaries" 

Me:"Itookcareofit.I'msorryshebotheredyou" 

Yoli:"Idon'tfeelsafenow.Peoplewhoactlikeher

tendtohaveseriouspsychologicalproblems" 



Me:"NothingwillhappentoyouIpromise" 

Yoli:"Thankyou.CoffeeorTea?"

Me:"Coffee.YouknowIamabusinessmanright?"

Yoli:"Yes"

Sheplacedthetraybeforeme. 

Me:"Thankyou.Inthecooperateworldthere'salot

ofenemies.Andeveryman'sweaknessishis

family" 

Yoli:"Meaning?"Shesatdownnexttomewithher

food. 

Me:"Meaningyouaremyweakness.Whoevermight

wantanythingfromyoumightuseyou.There'san

oldfriendthatshowedupyesterdaydemandingthat

Idosomeillegaltransportationforhim.IfIdon'tgive

himwhathewantshewillgoforanyofyou.Soin

thatcaseIamaskingforpermissiontohireguards

foryou."

Yoli:"Ithoughtthatonlyhappensinmovies" 

Me:"No.That'sjustapotrayofbusinessmenreal

lives.So?" 



Yoli:"Justdowhatyouhavetodo" 

Me:"Thankyou.Youwon'tevennoticetheyare

there"

Ikissedherhand.Shesmiled.Sheisn'tsochildish

afterall. 

Yoli:"Doyoualsohurtpeople?"

Me:"Whennecessary.Yes" 

Yoli:"Okay"

O-kay.Whyisn'tshefreakedout?

Ohshe'sSam'sdaughter.Nothingfreaksthat

bloodlineout.LesedishotKhule'ssidechickandtold

ustogetridoftheevidence...

•••

[Calvin]

Ithoughtmyfosterfamilyhaddramabutitis

nothingcomparedtomyrealone.

IdonotfeelthatJessicalady.Hereyeswanderalot.

She'sseemsguiltyofsomething.



Lelo:"Yourcigarettehasburnedout"

Ididn'tevenrealize.Ikilleditontheashtray. 

Me:"Havethekidsleftforschool?" 

Lelo:"Yes.Areyouokay?" 

Me:"Yeah.Ijustdon'thaveenergytogotowork" 

Lelo:"Whenlastdidwedosomethingfun?" 

Me:"8monthsback" 

Lelo:"Let'sgoouttothemovies"Ilaughed.

Me:"Areyouforreal?Wehaven'tbeentobioskopin

6years" 

Lelo:"Yes.Wearegoingtoday.Iwillgogetyou

somethingtowear" 

Me:"ButI'mdressed"

Lelo:"Nobodygoestothemoviesinasuitmylove"

welaughed.Whatiswrongwithwearingasuittothe

movies.

IreceivedatextfromSiba.

"Ifoundsomeonetotransportthemerchandisefor



us.Wewillseeyouinaweek"

Wellhebetter.Igotonthefamilygroup.Therewere

nomessages.IcalledTyler.

Tyler:"Hello" 

Me:"Dube.Howisitgoing,areyoustillintact?"He

chuckled. 

Tyler:"BythegraceofGod.YesIam.She'sacting

verycalmitsscary" 

Me:"Justgowiththeflow.Don'tmeetupwiththat

Jessicawomanasyet.Justwaitaweekortwo" 

Tyler:"Ifit'sgoingtohelpIwilltry.I'mdrainedbyall

this,Jessicaontheothersideisbeingdifficult" 

Me:"Ifyougonnahavetwowivesyoubetterlearnto

controlthembecauseifyoudon't,thislovestorywill

endwithacasket"hesighed. 

Tyler:"Iwilltry.Thanksforcheckinguponme" 

Me:"Sendmylovetomakoti" 

Tyler:"Iwill.Pleasedosendminetoeveryone" 

Me:"Iwill.Bye"



Ihungup.Lelocameinwithclothes.Idressedup.

IreceivedanemailfromQuinton.

Iviewedit.ItwasofMandlaNkosi.

"Thatmoroncamehereblackmailingmeto

transportonlyGodknowswhatforhim.Canyoufind

mesomedirtonhim?"

IcalledSiba.

Siba:"Bozzayam" 

Me:"TellmeQuintonDubeisn'twhowilltransport

thosefuckingguns" 

Siba:"Hewill" 

Me:"Justtellmewhenyou'retiredoflivingSiba." 

Siba:"WhyareyousoprotectiveoftheseDubefools

lately?" 

Me:"Staythehellawayfromthem.IwillkillyouSiba

andyourfamilywillnotgettoburyyou.Lookfor

anotherwaytotransportmygunsoryouwillshit

bricks" 

Siba:"Fine!"



Ihungup. 

Lelo:"Ready?" 

Me:"YesmyQueen." 

Lelo:"We'llpassbyAmo'stodropMpendulooff" 

Me:"Noproblem"

Itookherhandandwewalkedout...

•••

[Nkule]

Thisplaceshouldn'thavepeoplelivinginit.Whatdo

theydoonrainydays?Theseshackscouldwashoff.

TomakethematterworseIworeheels. 

Me:"Greetingsbhuti.PleaseshowmetoBab

Myeza'shouse"

Him:"Thatonewithpeopleoutside" 

Me:"Ohok.Thankyou"

Ikeptonwalking.Ifelltheline.Therewerejust5

peopleahead.Iwasanxious.

QuintonandhisbitchwilllearnwhoNonkululekois



today.HeisstupidifhethinksIwillgiveupjustlike

that.Histhreatsmeannothingtome.Iknowhe

wouldn'thurtme.

After4hoursIfinallywentin.Heorderedmetake

myshoesoff.Ididandsatdown.

BabMyeza:"Talkgirl.Timeisrunningout" 

Me:"Iwanthimtocomebacktome,loveme,forget

aboutthatpig" 

BabMyeza:"R500."

Ireachedformypurseandtookthenotesout.

"Placeitonthemat"Idid.

Hetookouttwoplasticswiththemuti. 

BabMyeza:"Withthisone,yougonnapouritonhis

meal.Andsprinklesomeonhislotions.Thenthis

one.Calloutyourcompetition'sname,sayallthat

youwanthertodoandthenblow.Doitevery

morningandwhenthesunsets.Inlessthanaweek.

Hewillbeallyours.Takethis,goanddon'tlook

back"

Ididasinstructed.IbetYolididn'tseethiscoming....



[2/26,06:39]Zozaness:ChapterThirtyFive

•••

[Tyler]

Iknockedandwaited.Sheopenedandhuffed.Igot

inandclosedthedoor.Iplacedherfoodonthe

counter. 

Me:"Hello" 

Jes:"Soyoudon'ttakemycallsanymore?" 

Me:"IdobutthingsarecomplicatedJessica" 

Jes:"YoumadethisbedTyler.Theleastyoucould

doislieinit.Youcan'tpleasethathoewi-" 

Me:"Refrainfromthat.Youwillnotdisrespecther

likethat" 

Jes:"Whatever.IampartyourlivesNow,shemust

getusedtoit.Iwillnotstayawholeweekendnot

speakingtoyoujustbecause"itscomplicated"you

needtomanupandlearntohandleyourwomen" 

Me:"Ibroughtyourfood.WhenisthenextDr's

appointment?" 



Jes:"Idon'tknow" 

Me:"Youwillcallmewhenyou'redonebeinglike

this" 

Jes:"WhatamIlike?NowIhavetopretendlikeI'm

okaywithyougoingawolonmethewhole

weekend?" 

Me:"Nobutyouhavetoactlikeadecentwoman

andkeepitinmindthatIamyourmanandyou

shouldadressmewithrespect.Nottalkingtome

likeyou'retalkingtoadollandlastly,noinsulting

Khethiwe"

Iheadedtothedoor.

Shereallydisrespectful.Ireceivedatextfrom

QuintonthatheisinJo'burg.Iwilldrivethereafter

work.Eventhoughwewillfightabouteverythingthat

ishappeninginmylife.

Igotinmycaranddrovebacktotheoffice...

•••

[Emi]

Hewalkedinandkissedme. 



Brad:"Imissedyou"

Me:"Imissedyoutoo.Howwereyourmeetings?" 

Brad:"3sucked,4wereworthit.Wenttoplaygolf

yesterday"Ilaughed.Hedoesn'treallylikeit.

Me:"Ihopeyoutriedtobeasniceaspossible" 

Brad:"Ihadnochoice.Iswearmyfatherwasproud

ofhimself.Hesetitup"Ilaughed."It'snotfunny

babe.Iwantedtoleavethemomentwearrived" 

Me:"Youdidn'tdie,bethankful.Haveyoueaten?" 

Brad:"Yeah.Igrabbedbreakfastattheairport." 

Me:"Okay.Areyoustayingforawhileoryou'regoing

somewhere?" 

Brad:"Youwantmetostay?"Hesmirked. 

Me:"Iwantustotalk" 

Brad:"That'sscary" 

Me:"Pleasesit"

Hepulledachair.Isatonthedesk.Itookadeep

breath.Hewasstaringdeepintomysoul.Iwasnow



scared. 

Me:"Promisemeyouwon'tgetmad"heraisedhis

leftbrow."Please?" 

Brad:"Thatmeansthechancesofmegettingmad

areveryhigh.Talk" 

Me:"Uhm.OnmywayfromhometheotherdayI

sawJason.Heputmeupforarace,hesaidifhe

winswe'llgooutforicecreamandifIwinIwill

suggesthimagoodtherapistandattendUhm..."his

starewasgettinguncomfortable

Brad:"Goon" 

Me:"Attendthesessionswithhim"Isaidquicklyand

gotheadingtothefridgetotakewaterout.

Iturnedtohim. 

Brad:"Iwillseeyouaround1pm.We'regoingoutfor

lunch"Inoddedrapidly.

Hewalkedout.WhatwasIthinking?Ishouldcontact

JasonandtellhimIwon'tbeabletoattendthe

sessionswithhim.

"Missthisisaprivatepropertyandyoumightbe



chargedwithtrespassing"

Thedoorroughlypushedopen.Thispsycho. 

Vee:"Itriedtostopher.Ihavecalledsecurity" 

Me:"HowmayIhelpyouBianca" 

Bianca:"Getyourclawsoffmyman" 

Me:"Whatman?"

Bianca:"Jasondoesn'tneedyourlousyhelpEmily.

Justbecauseyou'refromthemightyDubesfamily

thatdoesnotmeaneveryonefearsyou.Idon'tcare

howmuchmoneyyouhave.Keepyourstupid

psychiatristandfilthymoneytoyourself.Staythe

hellawayfromthefatherofmychild" 

Me:"Howfararethesesecurityguards?" 

Vee:"Theyshouldbehereanyminute" 

Bianca:"Ihopeyouheardme" 

Me:"Idid.Ijustdon'ttakeordersfromwomenwho

trapmenwithbabies"

Thesecurityguardscameinanddraggedherout. 



Vee:"YoupaidforJason'stherapist?" 

Me:"Don'tjudgemeVee.It'scomplicated"Itooka

seat. 

Vee:"Sureashellitis"

Shewalkedout.Myphonerang.Iletitring.Ican't

speaktohimrightnow.Thisthingofhelpinghimwill

costmemyrelationshipandpeace...

•••

[Khethelo]

Thedoorwasn'tevenlocked.Ifoundherlyingonthe

couchwithanemptybottleofgininherchest.I

shookher. 

Khethiwe:"You'rehere" 

Me:"Yes.Tellmeyoudidn'tdrinkthisbottleall

alone" 

Khethiwe:"YouthinkJessicahelpedmedrinkit?No

Idrankitalone.Whyareyouhere?"

Me:"Icametogetyou" 

Khethiwe:"Andwhereareyoutakingme?"



Me:"Home."

Shecalledmecrying2hoursago.KhulesuggestedI

fetchher. 

Khethiwe:"Therewasnoneed.Youcould'vejusttold

metocomeandIwould'vetakenataxi" 

Me:"Itsdangeroustobeadrunkfemalewalking

aloneKhethiwe.Wearefacingthatcrisisaswomen

atthisveryinstant.Icouldn'triskit."

Khethiwe:"Dangerous?" 

Me:"Yes.Notonlydrunkwomenbuteverywoman.

Letmegogetyourbagupstairs" 

Khethiwe:"Bringmyfourcousinunderthebed" 

Me:"Ok"

Ipackedherafewclothesandtookhercosmetics

andpurse.

Ifoundhersleepingagain.Iwokeherup.Isetthe

alarmsandwewalkedout.

...

Wearrivedathome.Shesleptallthewayhere.I



wokeherupandgaveherpills.

Shedrankup. 

Khethiwe:"Thankyou.Ifeellikeshit"

Me:"Come.I'llrunyouabathandmakeyoufood"

Khethiwe:"Thankyousisi"

Ismiledandpulledherallthewaytothehouse.Q

andKhulewillnevergrowup.Ileftthemplaying

games,theystillwere.Iwonderifthesekidsate. 

Khethiwe:"Greetings" 

Them:"MaDladla" 

Khethiwe:"Howareyou?" 

Them:"WearegoodhowareYou?" 

Khethiwe:"I'm...I'mokayIguess"shesaidand

carriedonupthestairs.

Me:"Didthekidseat?" 

Q:"Thelittleonesjustdid.Theolderonesarestill

full.Weatepopcorn" 

Me:"Popcorn?Itsbeen3hourssincetheyate.You



guys" 

Khule:"Itriedfeedingthemporridgebuttheydidn't

wantit"

Me:"That'sbecausetheyeatpapandsoupafter

breakfast.IsaiditwhenIleftandeventoldyou

whereitis"

Theylookedateachother. 

Khule:"Ohyeahweheardyou.JustthatIwassaving

itforlater"nowIamnotconvincedifmybabiesate

atall.Isawtheemptybottlesnexttothem.Atleast. 

Me:"Mmmh" 

Khule:"Butweturnedoffthestoveafter15minutes

asyousaid" 

Q:"Andtookitalloutoftheboilingwater" 

Me:"Youbotharehubbygoals"theysmiled.

Satisfiedwiththemselves.

Iwalkedupthestairs.Khethiwewasalready

showering. 

Me:"I'llmakeyoufoodthen" 



Khethiwe:"Pleasedo"

Iwalkedoutandwentdown.Imarinatedandputthe

potatoesandchickenintheoventhenwenttothe

lounge.

IpickedHawuup.Hecriedformetoouthimdown

andrantohissisters.

Me:"Doyouguyseverrest?" 

Q:"Theyarethemostactivepeopleonearth." 

Khule:"Butsweet.Theynevercry,justplaying

aroundandmakingnoise" 

Me:"Andeatingmeat"welaughed.Theytrulylove

meat.

Khule:"Whowasshewith?" 

Me:"Alone" 

Khule:"Drunk?" 

Me:"Alittle" 

Q:"Shemustgobacktowork" 

Khule:"Idon'tthinkshe'llbeabletofocus" 



Q:"Stayingathome,alonedrinkingthroughoutthe

dayisn'tgoingtohelpwithanythingDube.Shemust

gobacktoworkfordistraction"

Khule:"Ormoveinwithanyofus.LivingwithTyler

willsetheroff" 

Q:"Iwanttopunchthatmoron" 

Me:"Nopunchingplease.Khethiwereallyneedsus

close.AllthattalkoftakingturnsonTylerwasjust

alcoholtalking." 

Q:"Shesaidthat?"Inodded."Thatisnotgood.We

willtalktoherwhenshecomesdown" 

Khule:"Youtalktoher.Sheisn'tscaredofyou" 

Q:"Youreckon?"

Me:"Thatisactuallyagoodidea.I'llgocheckonher"

Ifirstlycheckedonthefoodontheovenandthen

wentup...

•••

[Khethiwe]

IhateitwhenIhavetofacemyreality.Thealcohol



waswearingoff.

KhethelowalkedoutaftertellingmeQuintonwould

liketotalktome.

Iheardaknockafterawhile.Iwenttoopenforhim.

Hetoldmetocomewithhim.

Heledthewaytothebalcony.Itookaseatonthe

couch.I'veneverbeentothispartofthehouse.Its

quitebeautiful.Theviewofotherhousesandthe

pooldownthere.Itscalming.Heleanedontherails

smoking.

Q:"Howareyou?" 

Me:"Surviving" 

Q:"Eachdayisacursebutfeelblessedtobeableto

gothoughit?" 

Me:"Kindof" 

Q:"Khethelotellsmeyousaidthingsonthemeeting.

Youagreedtosharehim" 

Me:"ItsnotlikeIhadachoice" 

Q:"Soyoustoopthatlow?"Ilookedathimsurprised.



"Answerme." 

Me:"Ilovehim" 

Q:"Soyou'recompromisingyourpeaceforlove?I

ammad.MadatTylerfordoingthistoyouandmad

atyouforcomingback.Thiscould'vebeenhiswake

upcall.Hewillnotseeanythingwrongwiththis

deceitifyoustayinthathouse,preparehimwarm

mealsandhaveawarmbedwaitingforhim.Heisa

child,itstoomuchpoweryou'regivinghimoftaking

turnsonyouandthatgirl,don'tyouthink?"

Whatistherightthingtodo??? 

Mygrandmatoldmetogobacktomyhouseand

standformyhomeandnowQuintonwiththis.

Me:"Idon'tknowwhatisrightorwrongatthis

momenthonestly"

Q:"StayingwithTylerisverywrongrightnow.Hewill

neverseehismistake.HeismybrotherandIknow

howstupidhecanget.Youhave4homesthatyou

canstayat,5withEmi'splace.Youcantakeherto

livewithyouatyourplacebutIwould'vepreferred

youtostaywherethere'soneofus.Icareforyou



Khethiwe,Idon'twantyoulosingfocusofwhat's

importantbecauseofallthis.Ifyoukeepfighting

thispainoffwithalcoholyouwillhaveamuchbigger

problemthatmightcostyouyourjob.Isuggestthat

yougobacktowork.Distractingyourselfwith

alcoholisn'tgonnahelp"

Hehasapoint.ButwheredoIbegin?Iwilldie

thinkinghe'swithhereveryday.HowwillIfallasleep

sober??Mymindwouldprobablyexplode. 

Me:"ThisisthehardestthingI'veeverhadtogo

throughmyentirelife" 

Q:"AndI'msorry."

Thetripletscamerunning.Sisekelocametome.I

pickedherup. 

Me:"They'vemysteriouslygrewsotall." 

Q:"Theyaren'tevenayearoldthattime." 

Me:"TheirbirthdayisinJuly?"Henodded. 

Me:"ThenIcankeepmyselfbusywithplanningtheir

party." 

Q:"That'sagoodstart.WehaveonlyMayandJune



remaininganyway" 

Me:"CountAprilin.Itsonlythe3rdtoday"

Q:"Itwillbeoverinablink.Msawakheisverygood

atbeingtheactingCEO.Hesubmitseveryday"

Ichuckled. 

Me:"He'sbetterthanmethen" 

Q:"You'vedoingverywell.Youjustsubmitaftera

week"welaughed.

Hisphonerang.Heexcusedhimself.Iremained

behindwiththebusybodies.Isowishtobetheir

age...

•••

[Quinton]

Igotinmyroomandanswered.

Me:"Baby" 

Yoli:"Yousaidyou'llcallmengo11" 

Me:"Uhm.."Icheckedthetime."Its11:03" 

Yoli:"3minuteslate" 



Me:"IwasgonnafinishupwhatIwasdoingandcall

you" 

Yoli:"Youdidn'ttellmeNkulehasaccesstoyour

brother'shousetoo" 

Me:"Huh?"

Yoli:"Shejustcheckedintoyourbrother'shouse

sayingshe'shavingbreakfast" 

Me:"I'mupstairswithKhethiwe.Andshe'sfriends

withmybrotherswife" 

Yoli:"Whenareyoucomingback?"

Me:"Nolet'stalkaboutNkule.Areyouupset?"

Yoli:"Whenareyoucomingback?Iwanttowaitup

foryouwithicecream" 

Me:"I'mcomingbacktomorrowwiththekidsthey

willstayforaweekthough" 

Yoli:"Okthat'sgood.AmIallowedaroundthem?"

Me:"Yesyouare" 

Yoli:"Exciting.Whatdotheylike?Cantheytalk?" 



Me:"Yeah.TheytalkMandarinthough"shelaughed. 

Yoli:"Iwillcallyoulater.IamgoingwithKylietomy

mom" 

Me:"Havefun.Don'tdrinktoomuch" 

Yoli:"YoumakeitsoundlikeIdrinkalways.But

anywayI'vequit"

Me:"That'sgoodbaby.Byemylove" 

Yoli:"Bye.Imissyou" 

Me:"Imissyoutoo.I'llseeyoutomorrowokay" 

Yoli:"Can'twait"

Ichuckledandhungup.Icheckedthetexts.Ifound

manyfromRuphusupdatingaboutNkule's

whereabouts.Hementionedshewenttomyhouse

lastnightandthenairportthismorningflyingto

Jo'burg.Iwalkedoutandwentdownstairs.

Iheardfemalevoicescomingfromthekitchen.

Indeedshewashere. 

Me:"Mamngunicanwetalk?"



Nkule:"OhheyQ.I'vebeentellingheraboutDurban" 

Me:"Really?" 

Nkule:"Yeah.Iammakingsomethingtoeat.Want

some?"

Me:"Nothankyou.Iamfull"

Khethelofollowedmetothelounge. 

Khule:"Iseverythingokay?"

Me:"No"Islidthedoorandsteppedout. 

Khethelo:"Ididn'tcallherover" 

Me:"ThiswomaniscrazyKhethelo" 

Khethelo:"Youthinkshe'sfollowingyou?" 

Me:"Yes.And2daysagoshewasatthisdodgy

place,awitchdoctor'shome." 

Khethelo:"Iwilltalktoher" 

Me:"Don't.Iwill"

Iwentbackin. 

Khule:"Stop.What'sup?"



Me:"Nkule.Shehassomepsychoassshitgoing

on." 

Khule:"Letherbe" 

Me:"Idon'tWantheraroundmychildren" 

Khule:"Letmehandleit." 

Me:"Makesuresheleaves"

Iwalkedout...

•••

[Nkule]

Theycameinfollowingeachother.Khuleleaned

againstthefridge,Khethelostoodnexttohim. 

Khule:"Quintontellsmeyou'vebeeneverywherethat

heis" 

Me:"Coincidences" 

Khule:"Theyareveryodddon'tyouthink?"

Me:"No.WeliveatUmhlangaandhavemutual

friendshere"

Khule:"Okay.Wegonnabookyouahotel." 



Me:"What?Why?" 

Khethelo:"BecauseQdoesn'tfeelcomfortableto

haveyouaroundhimorhischildren" 

Me:"IamvisitingKhethelohereKhulekani.NotQor

hiskids" 

Khule:"WellQandhiskidslivehere.Youruberwill

beherein30minutes"

Hewalkedout.Wow

IlookedatKhethelo.

Khethelo:"Don'tlookatmelikethat" 

Me:"You'realsobehindthis?You'reokaywithhim

kickingmeout?" 

Khethelo:"Thisisnotmyhouse.AndtellmeNkule

whatwereyoudoingataWitchdoctor'shouse?"

Mymouthwentdry.Igulped. 

Me:"Stayoutofmybusiness.Youareavery

unsupportivefriendI'veeverheard"

Khethelo:"IdonotsupportmadnessNkule.You

wanttopoisonhim?Really?" 



Me:"Youdon'tunderstand.You'rewiththemanyou

love,you'relivingthepreciouslife.Ialsowantmy

happyending!" 

Khethelo:"YouhadthatwithLindaNkule" 

Me:"Ididn'tlovehimokay?IloveQuinton,itsonly

himthatIwantbutthatfatpigismakingithardfor

ourrelationship"Istartedcrying.Ithurtstoeven

thinkofit. 

Khethelo:"Lethimbe." 

Me:"Ican't!AndIwon't.PleasehelpmeKhethelo"

Khethelo:"You'renotyourselffriend"

Me:"Don'tcallmethatunlessyouwillhelpme" 

Khethelo:"No" 

Me:"Itsokay.Iknewyouweregoingtochangeon

meonesaybecauseofthishighlife"

Igotupandpulledmysuitcaseout.Iwannadie....

•••

[Calvin]



Ifoundthemallseated. 

Me:"ItsMondaymiddaybutyoulooklikeyoujust

feeloffagarbagecan." 

Zondo:"HadeGrootmanwe'vebeenverybusy"

Isatdown. 

Me:"Makeitsnappy.Idon'thaveallday" 

Zondo:"Shemetwithhermotherandsomedude

we'restillinvestigatingwhoheis3timesoverthe

weekend.HermotherowesSARS4million.Allher

belongingsareheldbythestateuntilhepaysthe

money,shehasadurationof4yearstopayback

thatmoney" 

Me:"Okay.ThatlowlifeNkule?"

Scelo:"Shehasbeenfollowingwhoseemsto

Quinton'sloveralldayyesterday,wenttoQ'shouse

lateron.Thentodaysheflewhereandspotted

gettingoffatKhule'shouse." 

Me:"Ok.ThatwomanLucia?"

Scelo:"She'sbeenupanddown.Justwork" 



Me:"Lulama?"

Zondo:"She'salsobusywithwork" 

Me:"Okgood.2ofyourguyswilllookaftereachwife,

includingQuinton'sgirlfriendinDurban.Andkeep

theclosesteyestothesenutcasescalledNkuleand

Jessica.Theyareonamission.WhataboutJason?"

Zondo:"Ohthatone.Hewasfightingwithhisbaby

mamaearliertodayatMandelasquareandthenhe

wenttothenutcaseDr" 

Me:"Atherapist?"

Scelo:"YesandEmifollowedashortwhileafter.

Shouldwegoaheadandkillhim?" 

Me:"No,notyet.Keepacloseeyeonhimtoo" 

Zondo:"YesSir." 

Me:"Youmaybedismissed"

Theywalkedout.Whenbigbrotherdutiescall.I

shouldmove.Seemslikeeveryoneofthesekidsare

facedwithextendedwomenwhoarecrazy.This

JessicaisaGolddiggerandthatNkuleisanutcase.

WhenQaccidentallysentmeatexttellingsomeone



toprotectYolifromNkuleIdecidedtotailher.That

Yoliwomanreallyneedstobesavedfromthat

psycho.Whofollowsapersoneventothegas

station?AndthenflewhereaftergoingtoQshouse.

She'sreallycrazy.Myjobisprotectmyfamilyfrom

peoplelikeher.

Thedooropened.Ismiled. 

Lelo:"Feellikemakingmorebabies?"IChuckled.

She'sbringingthesparkbackintoourmarriage.We

arehappy.

Sheunbuttonedhercoat.

Me:"I'llnevergetoverhowsexyyouareMrsDube"

shechuckledandsatonmylap. 

Lelo:"IlikethesoundofthatMrDube"welaughed.

Itsawkward.

Me:"Yousmellnicer.Newfragrance?"

Lelo:"Henoticed." 

Me:"HowcouldInot?"

Wekissed.Itsliketheoldendaysinhighschool....
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•••

[Khule]

Myphonerang,disturbingmysleep.ItsCalvin.What

doeshewantsoearlyinthemorning?Ianswered.

Me:"Hello?" 

Calvin:"What'sthecode?" 

Me:"Whatcode?" 

Calvin:"ThegatecodeKhulekani."

Igotupandtookthetablet.Heisatthegate.I

openeditforhimandunlockedthefrontdoorthen

dressedup.

Ifoundhimmakingcoffee. 

Me:"Towhatdoweowethispleasure?" 

Calvin:"Stupidity.Goodmorning"hehandedmea

cup.



Me:"Thankyou.Goodmorning" 

Calvin:"Where'stherest?" 

Me:"Upstairs"

Hetookouthisphoneandcalledthemalltocome

down. 

Me:"How'sLeloandthekids?" 

Calvin:"Verygood.Theysaidtheyarecomingthis

sideonweekend" 

Me:"Fantastic.I'lltakethemout" 

Calvin:"Theywouldlovethat."Iheardfootsteps.

"Youlookterrible.Wantcoffee?" 

Quinton:"No.Iwanttoknowwhywasmysleep

disturbed" 

Chris:"Calvinits6:50" 

Calvin:"Andthesunisout.Whichmeanseveryman

withafamilyshouldbeawake" 

Tyler:"Goodmorning" 

Us:"Morning" 



Calvin:"Doyouguysknowwhoyouare?" 

Me:"Yes" 

Calvin:"Whyareyouactinglikeyou'veforgotten?Or

isthiswhatyoudo?LeteverydickandTominto

yourcyclewithoutinvestigatingwhotheyare,where

theyfromandwhyaretheyassociatingthemselves

withyou?" 

Quinton:"Whereisthisgoing?" 

Calvin:"Itsgoingto:Youdonotjustfuckevery

womanyoucomeacross.Youinvestigatethem!" 

Me:"Calmdown.Who'sfuckedwho?" 

Calvin:"Quinton.YousleptwithKatlego'ssister" 

Quinton:"Ididn'tknow.Don'tjudgemeokay" 

Calvin:"IfyouthoroughlyinvestigatedKatlegoyou

would'veknownshehasaprodigalsisterandyou

wouldn'thavefuckedher.Howisitgoingtobenow

onfamilygatheringswhenyouhaveawife?" 

Quinton:"Isthisaboutme?"

Calvin:"Itsaboutyouall.ThatlooneycalledNkuleis



goingtokillthatwomanyou'reseeing" 

Me:"What?You'reseeingawoman?"

Quinton:"Itsnotthatserious.She'sjusta

companion" 

Calvin:"You'reabusinessman.Youdonotdothat.If

itisnotserious.Breakupwithherbeforeshe

becomesyetanotherbitterex." 

Quinton:"Iwill." 

Calvin:"Youguysneedtobementhatyouwere.Not

thesemarshmallowsyouare.ThatboyJasonis

seeingatherapistinSandton,Emiwentwithhim

yesterday.Thelookonyourfacesshowyouno

absolutelynoclueaboutwhat'shappeningaround

you.Ihavehiredguardsforwomen.Whydon'tthey

haveanyway?"

Chris:"Becauseitwasstillsafe"

Calvin:"Thereisnosafeperiodforaman's

weakness!" 

Me:"Youdon'thavetoshoutDubewehearyou" 

Calvin:"I'mjustmadatyouboth"hesaidpointingat



QandTyler."Youneedtokeepyourpantsup.Jerk

offifyou'rebored.YouTylerweevenhaveawoman

upstairscryinghereyeballsoutbecauseyouhadno

decencytoevenuseacondomwhenyousleptwith

thatwoman.Thatwomanisyettobringawhole

fuckingdramaintothisfamilyandIhopeyouare

ready." 

Tyler:"Iwishanyonecouldjuststopremindingmeof

howmuchIfuckedup" 

Me:"How?Seeingherdoesn'tremindyou?" 

Tyler:"NotnowKKplease" 

Quinton:"IwillhandletheNkuleissue" 

Calvin:"How?Itseitheryougiveherwhatshewants

oryoukillher;ofwhichyoucan't" 

Quinton:"I'llfindanotherway" 

Calvin:"Ihopeyoudo.Makebreakfastforthe

women.Tellthemhowyoulovethemandappreciate

theirexistenceinyourlives.Iwillseeyouallon

Friday"

Hepickedhisphoneupandwalkedout. 



Chris:"He'sright" 

Me:"Veryright" 

Quinton:"He'shisfather'sson.Askingnoquestions,

justshoutingandgivingoutorders"

Welaughed. 

Chris:"Whatarewegonnamakeforthewomen?" 

Tyler:"Braaimeat,makesaladsandpap" 

Me:"Aren'ttheyondiet?" 

Quinton:"Knowingtheircrazyasses.Theywould

neversaynotomeat,letalonefoodmadebyus" 

Chris:"True.Gomakethefire.TylerandIwillcook

papandmakethosesalads" 

Tyler:"Whyus?"

Quinton:"Justputthepotonthestove"

Wewalkedtothestoreroomtogetcoalandthe

braaistandandthenwentoutsidetomakethefire.

Me:"What'shername?" 

Q:"Who?Passmethelighter"Idid. 



Me:"Yourcompanion" 

Q:"Sindi" 

Me:"Isshespecial?" 

Q:"No" 

Me:"Thenwhyareyouwithher?" 

Q:"Formysexualneeds" 

Me:"Whyareyousayingthatlikeitsnormal?" 

Q:"Itisinmyworld.I'mavoidingsleepingwithevery

womaninDurban" 

Me:"Thatdoesn'tmeanusesomeone'schild" 

Q:"She'saware.Canwepleasestoptalkingabout

this?" 

Me:"Yeahsure."Iwalkedbackinsidetogetthemeat.

•••

[Quinton]

AsifIhadnoenoughstressofNkulecallingand

sendingmenumerouscrazytextsthewholenight.

Idon'tknowhowandwhenwillIeverbebrave



enoughtotellthemaboutYoli.It'sgonnacausea

reallyhugetensionbetweenus.

Myphonevibrated.Itsheragainwithanothercrazy

assmessageofhowmuchweweremadeforeach

other.

Icalledher. 

Nkule:"Heylove"JesusChrist!

Me:"Howareyou?" 

Nkule:"I'mgood.Howareyou?" 

Me:"CanIseeyoubeforeIleave?" 

Nkule:"Yeahsure.When?" 

Me:"11:30" 

Nkule:"Where?" 

Me:"I'llsendyoualocation" 

Nkule:"Ok.JustknowthatIreallyloveQuinton" 

Me:"We'lltalkwhenwemeet.Bye"

Ihungup.Ididn'tevenrealizeKhulestandinginfront

ofme. 



Khule:"Wasthather?" 

Me:"No.Nkule.Ineedtotalktoher"Ihandedhim

myphoneshowinghimthemessagesshesent. 

Khule:"This...thishassomesicknessinit.Whatthe

hell?" 

Me:"ItsbeenayearforChrist'ssake.Whydidshe

turnmedownifshelovedmesomuch?" 

Khule:"She'ssickthat'swhy.Justgothereandtryto

talk.Thiswillendbadlyifyoudon'tactlikeyou

understand" 

Me:"I'lltry"

Weputthemeatonthebraaistand.Shemustjust

getadmittedtothementalhospital...

•••

[Katlego]

Ifeltasoftkissonmycheek. 

Chris:"Wakeup.Breakfastisready" 

Iopenedmyeyes. 



Me:"Whattimeisit?" 

Chris:"9am.I'vebathedthekids.Theyare

downstairseating"Ismiled. 

Me:"Thankyoubaby.Letmebrushmyteeth"

Igotoffthebed.Isnatchedatowelandcovered

myselfbeforehefinishesmeupwithhisstare.He

chuckled.

He'sonamissionthesedays.Iseehe'stryingtoruin

myweddingwithababybump.Littledoesheknow

thatthepillisbeingthebestgoalkeeper.

Iendeduptakingashower.Icamebacktohimlying

onhisstomachbusyonthelaptop. 

Chris:"You'reneverhonest.Yourteethbrushing

alwaysendupbeingashower" 

Me:"ImagineeatingbreakfastwithabunchofDube

menwhilereekingofthepreviousday'sbadodour.

Comeonbabe" 

Chris:"Youdoitevenwhenwe'realone"whatever!

"Sotellme,whenarewegoingforcakeanddesert

tasting?" 



Thisdiseaseoflovingsugargetsstrongereachday. 

Me:"Luhwillupdateme.There'salsofood,wineand

whiskeytasting" 

Chris:"PraisetheLord!" 

Me:"Amen!"Welaughedandkissed.Hehelpedme

tiemyhairandthenwewalkedout.

Igreetedandkissedmybabiescheeks.I'minvisible

whentheirfathersarearound.This3daystheywill

spendawaywillreallyeffectme.Chrispulledachair

forme.Chrisopenedachairforme.Isatdown. 

Me:"Thislooksappetizing.Areyouguystryingto

messwithmydiet?" 

Khethelo:"Don'tlookatus.Wedidn'tmakethis"I

lookedatthemen.Theyhadsmilesofpride.I

chuckled.They'resuchamystery.

Tylercameinwithanotherservingbowl.Heputit

downandsatnexttoKhethiwe.Hekissedhercheek.

IwishIcouldcarryallthatloadofpainforher.

Quinton:"Sotodaywedecidedtotakethisdaytobe

yourmen,chefs,cleanersandeverythingmore" 



Khule:"Babysitters" 

Tyler:"Errandsboy.Shallanyoneneedanythingfrom

anywhere.Iwillgetitforyou." 

Chris:"Wedon'tsaythistoooftenbutyou'rethebest

thingsthathaseverhappenedtoourlives.There

wasn'tsomuchlightandloveinthishomeuntilyou

allarrived.Iknowwearenottheeasiestpeopleto

lovebutyou'relovingusregardless,you'dswear

we'reperfect.Nevergettiredofit.Ipromise

unconditionallove,support,protectionandcarein

return.Andbreakfastmadebyuseveryonceina

while" 

Khethelo:"Aw.Weloveyouguys" 

Me:"Ourchoiceinmenisverytasty.Thisgravy

smellsnice" 

Khule:"Helpyourselfout" 

Khethiwewaswipingawayhertears.Tyler

comfortedher.Wemustburnthatjezabel.

Wedishedup. 

Khethiwe:"Let'shopethere'snobhekaminangedwa



here"welaughed.

Chris:"Thereis" 

Me:"WellIdon'tmind" 

Khethiwe&Khethelo:"Sellout"

Welaughedandclosedoureyestosaygrace.And

thenstartedeating.Thisisworthcreatingonmydiet.

Ittastedofteamworkandeffort.

Quinton:"Howareweddingpreparationsgoing

mamakaHawu?" 

Chris:"There'scake,dessertandwhiskeytasting"he

saidexcitedly.SincewhenishemamakaHawu?

Khule:"Areyoukiddingme?Areweallowedtocome

to?" 

Chris:"Yes.Itwouldbeunfairifyouweren't" 

Quinton:"Pleasetextmethedate.Iwillcome" 

Khethelolookedatmeandchuckled.Khethiwe

excusedherself.

Theywentonandonaboutwhatfunthatdayis

goingtobewhilewestuffedourselvesup...



•••

[Khethiwe]

Igotinthekitchenandtookouticeandputitonthe

glass.Hegotin. 

Tyler:"Areyouokay?"

Me:"YeahI'mgood"Henoddedandstaredatmeas

Icutlemon.

Tyler:"Isthatforgin?"

Me:"No.Idecidedtocutdowndrinking"Ipoured

water.

Tyler:"I'msorry"

Me:"Itsokay.Canwetalk?" 

Tyler:"Yeahsure"

Iledthewayoutsidetothepatio.Wesatondifferent

chairs.Somethinginsidehadsuddenlycalmeddown,

reallycalm.

Me:"I'mgoingbacktoworkonMonday"

Tyler:"Thatisgood.Iwillgetadriverforyou.Itsnot



safetodrivefromPTAaloneintheearlyhoursofthe

morning"

Me:"Thatwon'tbenecessary.Iammovingbackto

myplace.IspokewithEmi,sheagreedtostaywith

me.WewillvisithereandChris'sonceinawhile."He

cameandsatbesideme.

Tyler:"Butwhy?" 

Me:"BecauseIneedpeace.Ican'twatchyougoto

bewitheveryday,Ican'tkeepruiningmylifewith

alcohol.Apartofmeisreallytired." 

Tyler:"Areyouleavingme?"Ifelttearsburnmy

eyes. 

Me:"WhereamIgonnago?IloveyouTyler.Ihate

thatevennowIloveyouevenmore.Ijustneedsome

realqualitytimetoheal"

Hehesitantlyhuggedme.Istillfeltsafeandlovedin

hisarms.Ireallywishweweren'tgoingthroughthis...

•••

[Bonga]

Ithasbeenahellweeksformyrelationship.There



hasn'tbeenpeacebuttodaythingsarelookinggreat.

Myphonerangrang.Iwonderwhendoesheactually

attendclass. 

Me:"Dube" 

Mtho:"NdalotellsmeHappyhasbeenthrowingup" 

Me:"Yeahshetoldme.Ithinkshe'scomingdown

withflu" 

Mtho:"Womendon'tjustthrowupunlessthey're

pregnant" 

Me:"She'soncontraceptives." 

Mtho:"Good.Bye"

Ihungup.Shecan'tbepossiblypregnant.

Nkaziwalkedin. 

Nkazi:"Sir.MissMngomezuluisonthecall"I

checkedmyphone.

Me:"Itsnoton.PleasetellherI'llcallherjustnow" 

Nkazi:"YesSir"shewalkedout.

Icalledher. 



Happy:"Bonga"whateverhappenedtosweet

names. 

Me:"Myofficephoneisn'tworking" 

Happy:"Iwillpassbyduringlunch" 

Me:"NoneedIamtakingyoutolunch.Haveyou

gonetotheDr?" 

Happy:"No.Ifeelbettertoday.Ican'tbeonthe

publicthough" 

Me:"Okaycometomyofficethen.Ihaveameeting

foranhourandahalfin10minutes.Nkaziwillcall

youwhenI'mdone" 

Happy:"Okay" 

Me:"Bye.Iloveyou" 

Happy:"Iloveyoumore"

Ihungupandpreparedforthemeeting...

...

Ifoundheralreadywaitingoutsidemyoffice.We

hugged.Shedidnotlookgood,sheseemed

distracted.



Me:"Ithoughtyouweregonnabringfood" 

Happy:"Idid.SisMellisaofferedtowarmitupand

putitinplates" 

Me:"Ok.Howareyoufeelingyoudon'tlookokay" 

Happy:"That'sbecauseI'mnot.IpassedbytheDr

onmywayheretogetanasalspray."

Me:"I'msorry.Youareonthepillright?"Shefrowned.

"I'masking." 

Happy:"Yeah" 

Me:"Youpossiblybepregnantright?"Shelooked

away."Happiness?" 

Happy:"Iam" 

Me:"Don'tplaylikethat" 

Happy:"I'mnotplaying"

Ihitthedesk.Fuck!Igotup. 

Me:"How?Youjustsaidyou'reonthepill!"

Happy:"Don'tshoutatme" 

Me:"Whythehellshouldn'tI?Howdidyouget



pregnantwhileyou'reonthepill?" 

Happy:"Thesethingsaren't100%.JesusBonga

whatiswrongwithyou?" 

Me:"Idon'twantachild!Fuck!"

Iwenttostandoverthewindow.Godthiscan'tbe

happening. 

Happy:"Ithoughtyoulovedme" 

Me:"Happyplease.Notnow." 

Happy:"Whyareyoumad?"Iturned.

Me:"Becauseyouallowedforustohaverawsex

whileyouknewthisshitisn't100%safe!Idonot

wantachild" 

Happy:"Wellitisherenow.Ican'treturnit" 

Me:"Howfarareyou?" 

Happy:"4weeks" 

Me:"Terminateit" 

Happy:"What?" 

Me:"Terminateit"



Shelookedmestraightintheeye.Tearsfell. 

Happy:"You'reunbelievable"shepickedherbagup

andwalkedout.

Iloosenedmytie.Mellisagotinwiththefood.She

putitonmydeskandquicklyrushedout.Itookthe

bloodyplatesandsmashedthemagainstthewall.

Whatkindofsickpunishmentisthis
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••••

[Khethiwe]

It'sbeenhellof2days.Ihavetriedtostayaway

fromalcoholasfaraspossible.AllIcansayis:I'm

findingitdifficulttofacemylife.

YesterdayIwenttomyhouse.EmiistryingandI'm

gratefulbutitwilltakemorethanlaughtertomend

myheart.

Shecameinwithgroceries.Igotupandhelpedher



withthebags. 

Me:"Whydidn'tyoucall?ForamomentIthought

youweren'tcomingback" 

Emi:"Idecidedtopassbythemallandgetafew

things.Howareyou?" 

Me:"I'mgoodbabethanks.Howareyouandhow

waswork?"

Emi:"I'mfineandworkwasfinethankyou.Arewe

cookingoreatingout?" 

Me:"Nowe'llgoouttomorrow.Letthisbeanindoor

Thursday"shechuckled. 

Emi:"Okay.Letmegochange" 

Me:"Ialreadycookedriceandmadesalads" 

Emi:"I'llroastchickenthen" 

Me:"Okay"sheleft.

Itookitoutandpackedthegrocery.Iheardaknock

onthedoor.Iwenttoopen. 

Tyler:"Itriedtocallyoubutyourphoneisoff" 



Me:"Yeahitis.It'scharging" 

Tyler:"Areyouokay?" 

Me:"Yeah.I'mgood.Howareyou?" 

Tyler:"I'mfine.Icametocheckifyou'reokay"

Me:"Thankyou.Doyouwannacomein?" 

Tyler:"Yesplease"

Ishiftedforhimtogetinandclosedthedoor.I

madehimsomethingtodrinkandservedhim.We

satincompletesilence.Justlookingateachother.I

hadnoideawhattosaytohim.

Me:"Arethereanynewclients?"Ifinallysaid.

Tyler:"Yes.4.Prettyhecticcases" 

Me:"Don'tworry.Yougotthis" 

Hesmiled. 

Tyler:"Thankyou.Aremyclothesstillhere?" 

Me:"Wherewouldtheygo?" 

Tyler:"Cabbagecan"Ichuckled. 

Me:"No.Theyarestillwhereyouleftthem" 



Tyler:"Oh.CanIstayover?"OhdearLord. 

Me:"Yeah."QuintonsaidIshouldn'tallowitbutI

misshim.Ihatemyselfforit. 

Tyler:"Thankyou" 

Me:"You'rewelcome"

WefocussedontheTV.Emi:"Whichdildosizedo

youwant?"Sheshoutedfromthebedroom.God

pleasekillmenow.Wediscussedaboutgetting

ourselvesdildoslastnight.Helookedatmewitha

verystrangeface. 

Me:"Uhm..." 

Emi:"Thereareprettymuchbigsizeshere.Oryou

wantTyler'ssize?"

Hecoughed. 

Me:"WehaveavisitorEmi"

Shepoppedherheadout.Shescreamedand

slammedthedoor. 

Emi:"I'msorry"Ilaughed.

Hewasstilllookingatme. 



Me:"Wehadaconversationlastnight.Ididn'tknow

shewasserious"

Tyler:"Ifitsgonnamakeyouhappy.Buyit"Ifrowned.

"Imeanit.Aslongasthere'llbenootherman.

Competingwithadildoisbetterthancompeting

withadude"

Ichuckled. 

Me:"Iamgoodthankyou.Icanabstain" 

Tyler:"Butyouknowwecanbeintimatewithout

actuallypenetrating?" 

Me:"Idon'tthinkthat'sagoodidea" 

Tyler:"ImissyouKhethiwe"heplacedhishandon

mythigh.Itookadeepbreathandgotup. 

Me:"LetmeprepareussomethingtoeatcauseEmi

won'tcomeout" 

Tyler:"Why?Weallknowshe'soldandhavingsex" 

Me:"Youwouldn'tunderstand" 

Tyler:"Yeahright."

Iwatchedhimashefiddledthroughthechannels.I



missthosedays.Whenhewasjustmineandmine

alone.Howdoesonebeangryatsomeonelikethis

andstilllovethemsodeeply?

Itdoesn'tmakesense...

•••

[Bonga]

WechosethisparticularFridaytobeafreakyone.

Everyonegetstodressupinwhatevertheywant.

Ididn'tknowthisplacehassomuchsupermodels.

Talitha:"GoodmorningMrDube"shegreetedasI

passedthereceptiondesk.She'sourreceptionist. 

Me:"Morning.Doyouhavesurprisecoffeeforme?"

Sheusuallygreetsmeinsuchahighspiritwhenshe

hascoffeeforme. 

Talitha:"Isowish.ButIhavesomethingbetter"

Shehandedmeawrappedbox."FromtheDube

constructionsstuff.HappyBirthdayinadvance" 

Me:"Aren'tyouguystheswetest?Thankyouso

much" 



Talitha:"HaveagooddaySir" 

Me:"Thankyou"

Iwalkedon.Noddingallthewaytothegreetings.I

usuallycomeinearlytoavoidbeinggreetedwithso

muchrespectbypeopleolderthanme.Isomehow

feelguilty.

Ifinallygottomyoffice.Nkaziwasn'tinhers.

ItriedHappyforthemillionthtime.Ittookme

straighttovoicemail.Iwenttoherplacelastnight

butshedidn'topenthedoor.

Shegotin.Itsmagic.Womenhavemagic.Icould

onlyrecognizeherbecauseoftheglassesand

braceswhenshesmiled. 

Nkazi:"Goodmorningsir" 

Me:"MorningNkazi" 

Nkazi:"Yourscheduleisverycleartoday.The

meetingyouhadwithbrickssuppliersjustgot

cancelled.Itwasyouronlymeetingfortheday" 

Me:"Thankyou.Youlookamazing" 



Nkazi:"Thankyou."

She'snothingliketheNkaziIknowtoday.Shehada

tubedressandheelson.Sosimpleyetsobeautiful.

She'salwaysinfluffydresses.Shedressesexactly

likeAmericannerds.Inthishotsheputsstockings,a

dressandsomethingontopandaheadband.But

todayshestyledherafro.

Me:"Don'tbuymelunchtoday.Iwon'tbehere"

Nkazi:"Okay."

Shewalkedout.

Mthobudgedin. 

Mtho:"Tellmethatisn'tNkazi" 

Me:"Itsherbroe" 

Mtho:"Thatass!Herboobieswerestaringrightat

me.Iswear"Ilaughed. 

Me:"Herfatherkills" 

Mtho:"Minedoestoo.CanIaskforhernumbers?"

Me:"No.Youshallnotdateanyemployee" 



Mtho:"Youwantherforyourself?Youcansay.Your

secretwillbesafewithme" 

Me:"Whyaren'tyouatschool?" 

Mtho:"Idon'thaveanyclassesonFridaythankyou.

AndI'mgoingtomom'stoday.Haveyoureached

happy?"

Me:"No.Iamgoingtoherplacerightnow" 

Mtho:"Okay.Whoboughtyouthisgift?"

Ihadforgottenaboutit.Itookitandopenedit.

Itwaschocolatesandties.Ismiled. 

Me:"Itsfromthestuff.Prebirthdaygift" 

Mtho:"Isittoday?" 

Me:"No.OnSunday.Let'sgo" 

Mtho:"IammeetingNdalofirstthenI'llgohome" 

Me:"Cool"

...

Iarrivedatherplace.Iknockedtilltheguywholives

nextdoorcameoutandgreetedme. 



Him:"Youwanttheladywholivesthere?" 

Me:"Yeah.Haveyouseenher?"

Him:"Shemovedoutlastnight" 

Me:"Okaythankyou"

Itriedherworkphone.Itwentthroughvoicemailtoo.

Isatoutsideonmycar.WhathaveIdone?

IcalledNdalo.Shedidnotpickup.

Ileanedmyheadagainstthesteeringwheel.Ican't

connecttogogooranyoneabove.

Myphonerang.Ianswered. 

Me:"Hello" 

Man:"MrDube?" 

Me:"Speaking" 

Man:"ItsdetectiveMcira.We'vefoundacar

registeredunderMrKhulekaniDubehereatthezoo

lake,notcrashed.Justparkedunderthetree.We

triedhisphonebutitgoesstraighttovoicemail.Any

cluesofwherehemightbe?" 



Me:"No.Ihaven'theardfromhimin24hours." 

Man:"Okthankyou.Pleasepassbythestationto

takeithome" 

Me:"Iwill"

Hehungup.Itriedhim.Itwenttovoicemail.Itried

BabQ.Itwenttovoicemailtoo.

Isuddenlygotaweirdfeeling.Istartedmycarand

drovehome...

•••

[Khethelo]

Me:"KhulekaniDubethisisyourlastwarning.Iam

goingtothepolicetoreportamissingperson."I

hungup.

Nobodyinthisfamilyhastheirphoneson.Katlego

shouldhavearrivedbynowbutno.

MamDinocamedown. 

MamDino:"Theyarefinallyasleep" 

Me:"Thankyoumah"wehardlysleptawinklast

night.Theycriedthewholenight.Khuledidnot



comehome.Hewenttogetuswingsandnever

returned.

MamDino:"I'msurehehasabetterexplanation." 

Me:"Ihaveabadfeelingaboutthisma.Ican'twait

forthat48toreportthathe'smissing" 

MamDino:"Hepossiblybemissing"

Me:"Iwishhe'soutcheatingthandead" 

MamDino:"Youneedtorest" 

Me:"No.Ineedtogotoandaskaround" 

MamDino:"TakeKatlegowithyou" 

Me:"She'scoming"

Shewalkedin. 

Kat:"I'msorry.Mycarstartedactingup.Dumelang

mma" 

MamDino:"Yebosisi.Letmeleaveyoutwoto

discussthis"sheleft. 

Me:"EvenQuinton'sphoneisn'tgoingthrough" 

Kat:"Chriswenttothathackerguytosearchforhis



car'slocation." 

Me:"I'mkakstressed" 

Kat:"Let'sjustprayhe'ssafewhereverheis"

Bongagotin. 

Bonga:"Isbabahere?" 

Me:"No.Hedidn'tcomehomelastnight" 

Bonga:"Hiscarwasfoundatthezoolake" 

Me:"ItoldyouKatlego" 

Bonga:"Thepoliceareonit" 

Kat:"Sincewhendothosethingseverfindanything?

GetprivateinvestigatorsSbongakonke." 

Bonga:"How?"Webothstaredathim."Uhmokay.I'll

seeyouguyslater"

Myphonerang.Ipickeditup. 

Me:"Hello" 

Caller:"CanIspeaktoMrsKhetheloDube"

Me:"Speaking" 



Caller:"you'respeakingDalitoNkosi.I'mcalling

concerningMrQuintonDube,whosecarwasfound

ontherobotwithbrokenwindows.Seemslikehe

hasbeenabducted.Mayyoupleaserushtothe

station?"Whatisgoingon?Icouldn'tholdbackthe

tearsanymore. 

Me:"I'msorrysisiI'minJo'burg" 

Caller:"I'msorry.Iwillbewithyoushortlyplease

don'thangup" 

Me:"Okay"

Kat:"What'sgoingon?" 

Me:"Quinton'scarwasfoundontherobotwith

brokenwindows.Theythinkhe'sbeenabducted.

Khuleistoo.PleasecallCalvinandChris" 

Kat:"Isthereeverpeaceinthishome?God!"

Shereachedforherphoneinherbag. 

Caller:"MrsDube?Areyoustillthere?" 

Me:"YesIam." 

Caller:"OfficerStholewillcallyoushortly.Wewill



needyoutoworkwithusinthisokay.Hewillbethe

onlypoliceyouwillbecommunicatingwith

concerningthiscaseokay?" 

Me:"Okay" 

Caller:"We'restillwaitingonthefootageoflastnight

toseewhatreallyhappened" 

Me:"Okaythankyou"

Katlegocamerushingtome. 

Kat:"Mykids!"OhmyGod.Isatdown.I'mtooweak

forthis."I'mleavingforDurban" 

Me:"Go"

Shetookherbagandranout.Whatisgoingon!

•••

[Khule]

Ifelticecoldwatersplashoverme.IjumpedbutI

feltmyhandsweretied.Iopenedmyeyes.Ihave

neverseenthismoronbefore.

Hesmiled. 



Him:"Thatwasyourbreakfast"Ilookedaround.I

sawtherewassomeoneelseacrosstheroom.

Ican'tevenrecallhowIgothere.Ionlyremember

beingdraggedoutofmycarandthatwasit.They

druggedme.Bloodycowards.

Hesplashedtheotherpersontoo.

"Fuck!" 

Me:"Quinton?" 

Heremovedtheblackthingoffhishead. 

Quinton:"Khule.What'sgoingon?Who'sthis?" 

Me:"Idon'tknow.Probablyanotherfriendfromthe

past" 

Quinton:"Mykidsarealoneathome...wait.Areyou

weinDurbanorJo'burg?"

Moron:"Neither"helaughedandwalkedout. 

Me:"Where'sthenanny?"

Q:"Itoldhertotakeadayofflastafternoon.Then

around9Iwenttogetbeerfromtheliquor,acar

stoppedrightinfrontofmineasIwasdrivingintoa



stop.Theybrokemywindowandkickedme.That's

allIremember" 

Me:"Theydruggedyou" 

Q:"Fuckwhoeverthisis.I'mgonnakillhim!" 

Me:"Saveyourenergyforbeatings.Hegotus." 

Q:"Shhhh"Ilookedathim."Thoseareseabirds.

We'redefinitelynotinJo'burg" 

Me:"Thisisfuckedup."

Thedooropened.Ohshit.Hegotin,followedbyhis

goonthatwashere.

Nzuza:"Helloboys"hepulledachairandsatdown.

ThemoronpulledQtobenexttome.Nzuzalooked

atus."Youdon'tlisten,doyou?" 

Me:"Whatisthisabout?" 

Nzuza:"Don'tmakemestupidDube.Iadmireyour

gutsthough.Thewayyouhavebigballstokeep

messingwithmeisveryscary" 

Me:"Itwouldbebetterifyoucamestraightupabout

thewholepointofthis"hechuckled. 



Nzuza:"MyteaserScorpion"

Thisbloodyoldman. 

Nzuza:"Betteryet.Justcalltheguys" 

Me:"Whateveryou'reabouttodo.Makesureyoukill

usbecauseifyoudon't...."heputitonmyribcage.I

groaned. 

Nzuza:"Shutthehellup!"

Fourmenwithbigassarmsgotin. 

Nzuza:"Beatthemtilltheirclothesdry"

Theystartedpunchingus....

•••

[Calvin]

AfterreceivingacallfromKatlego.Icalledeachand

everyoneofmycontactswhomayhelpinfinding

outwherethesedudesmightbe.Isentoutextra

securitytotheirhomes.

IcalledmyladiesinDurbantogocheckwhoiswith

thekidsatQ's.



IcalledCharles.Heisbetterthanmostofmyguys.

He'ssomeonewecanallrelyon. 

Charles:"BossKush" 

Me:"HaveyouheardaboutQ?" 

Charles:"No.What'sup?"

Me:"He'staken.KhuleisunreachablesoIthinkthey

bothare.Ineedyoutogotothepoliceandtellthem

they'vebeenfound.Idon'twanttheminvolvedinthis

casecauseIwillkillwhoeverhasthem" 

Charles:"ConsideritdoneSir"

Ihungup.ItextedLelototellhersistertonottalkto

anypolice.

IcalledMandla. 

Mandla:"Madonna" 

Me:"TheDubetwinsaremissing.You'renot

respondingright?" 

Mandla:"What?Ofcoursenot" 

Me:"Okay.Getmethelastnight'srobotfootageto

proveyouaren't" 



Mandla:"Kushyouknowthat'snoteasy" 

Me:"Wellmakeitbe!Iwantitbeforethesunsets.

Youknowwhat'satstakeifyoudon'tdeliver" 

Mandla:"FineI'lltry" 

Me:"Ilovethat"

Ihungup.Ihaveuntilmidnighttofindthese

headlesschickenswhodon'tknowtheimportance

ofsecurity.Iwishwhoeverhashasthem.Punch

theirteethout...
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•••

[Katlego]

IarrivedinDurbanjustasthesunset.Luckily

enoughIfoundaplanetoDurbanthatwasaboutto

departinanhour.Thewholejourneymypalmswere

sweating.I'veneverbeenthisworried.Khethelo

calledmeearliertoinformmethatIshalltalktono



cop.

Howinsaneisthat?Thepoliceshouldbewhowe

runtobutnowecan'tbecausetheyneverreallydo

anything.Alltheyknowisroamingaroundlooking

forimaginarythugsandwearbulletproofstocertify

documents.

Ipunchedthecodeatthegate.Theoldmanwasn't

atthegate.Therewasnosignofhim.

Idrovein.

IrushedtowardsthehousesoonasIparked.

Thedoorwaslocked.IcalledChris.

Chris:"Haveyouarrived?" 

Me:"Yes.Thedoorislocked" 

Chris:"UhmletmecallKylietobringyouspare

keys" 

Me:"Okay"

Ihungup.Iwantedtocrysobad.Isatdownonthe

decopot.

Thegateslidopen.Awhitecardrovein.Quinton's



X7.Isighedinreliefandgotup.

IstoppedhalfwaywhenIrealizeditsnothim.She

gotoffandcametowardsme. 

Her:"Hi.IsQuintonhere?" 

Me:"Hi.Noheisn't.Youare?" 

Her:"Yoli.Doyouperhapsknowwhereheis?" 

Me:"No.I'mwaitingforhisPAtobringmethekeys

soIcanopenhereandgetmykids" 

Yoli:"YoumustbeKatlego"Ifrowned.Shepassed

meandwenttothedoor.

Sheunlocked. 

Me:"What'syourrelationtoQuinton?" 

Yoli:"Justafriend."Iwalkedin.

Thisisaverymessylounge.Iturned.Shewasgone.

Isawhercardriveout.Dotheyhavematchingcars

or?

Andwhydoesshehavekeystohishouse?Their

friendshipmustincludeveryhotsteamysex.



Me:"Hawu!Sikelela!"

Iheardlittlegiggles.Iwenttothekitchen.Therethey

were.Hawusittingontopofthestovewithanopen

potofmeatbesidehim.Sisekelowasfastasleep,

messywithmeatsoup.Sikelelawascrawlingaround

withapieceofmeatinherhand.

Me:"Youkidsareverycreepy.Howonearthdidyou

getthere?Come.Let'sgobath"

Foronce.I'mgratefulfortheirsnakeinstinctsorelse

Iwould'vefoundthemdeadofhunger.IwonderifQ

lefttheloungethatmessyortheymesseditup.I

carriedthemonebyonetotheirnursery.

Whoeverdecoratedthishouseisreallygood.

Especiallythenursery.The4Dflooringofthekids

picture.Itstrulyamazing.

Ibathedthem.Misssleepyheadwascrying.She

doesn'tlikebeingdisturbedfromanything.

Me:"Let'sgocleandaddy'skitchenandcook"I

openedthedoorandwewalkedout.Theystarted

withtheirnoise.



ItookmyphoneandcalledKhethelotoinformherI

foundthemsafeandsound.Therewasstillnoclue

ofwherethesemenmightbe.Ikneltbeforethe

couchandprayed...

•••

[Quinton]

Mybodywasnumbfromallthebeating.Icouldn't

evenfeelmyface.

Theyhadstoppedroughingusup.Wehadn'thad

suchabeatingin16years.

AtsomepointIfeltlikemyteethweregonnafalloff.

Hegotin.Wecouldbarelytalk. 

Khule:"Waterplease"

Nzuza:"Thisisnotyourmother'shouseyou

arsehole.TellmeDube.Wheredidyoufindtheguts

tohitonmydaughter?"herolleduphissleeve."You

knowI'mcaughtbetweenkillingyouwithmyown

barehandsandfeedingyoutothesharks.Youtake

meforapoesboys" 

Khule:"Thisisaveryhugemisunderstanding.What



daughter?" 

Nzuza:"Ohdon'tplaywithmeDube.Doyouwantto

getherkilledtoo?"Hepunchedhim.Hegroaned.

Me:"Hehasnothingtodowiththis!" 

Nzuza:"Ohyeahhedoes.Whydidheletyoudateher?

He'sverymuchguiltyasyoubutyou'reextremely

guilty" 

Khule:"Whatishetalkingabout?" 

Me:"He'sreallycluelessaboutthisNzuza.Pleaselet

himgoanddealwithme"hepunchedme.Fuckthis

oldman. 

Nzuza:"ThisistheonlywayI'lllethimgo"hetook

outagunandpointeditatKhule. 

Me:"ForChrist'ssakewouldyoupleasestop!" 

Nzuza:"Iactuallyshould'vedonethisthemomentI

learnedthatyoukilledmydaughter." 

Khule:"Pullthetrigger.Whatareyouwaitingfor?" 

Nzuza:"Don'tpushmeson!Ionlywantonething

fromyou"heturnedfromthehardcorethugtoan



emotionalpastor."Ijustwantyoutostayawayfrom

everythingthathastodowithme.Iwasveryangry

whenIwantedtoinsureYolanda'scarandthenI

sawthatitisinsuredbyyourcompanyandyou're

theonethatgaveherthatcar.AndwhenIsawyou

leavingherplacewithyourkidsearlier.Iknewit

fromrighttherethatIhadtoputastoptothis"

IcouldfeelKhule'seyespiercerightthroughmyskin.

"Youcan'tusemychildtogetPhilabackyoufucking

morons!"

Hepunchedmecountlesstimes. 

Me:"I'mnotusingherforanything!"

Khule:"Youliedtome" 

Me:"Yes!ThatprovesIamnotusinghertogetPhila

back."

Nzuza:"Itdoesn'tmakeanydifference!Themoment

youfoundoutshe'smydaughteryoushould've

stayedthehellawayfromher" 

Me:"ItriedbutIcouldn't"

Igainedmyselfanotherpunch.HelookedatKhule.



Hewasstaringatmewithsomuchrage.Iliedfora

goodreason.

Hisphonerang.Hecuttheties.DoeshewantKhule

tokillme?

Nzuza:"I'mherebusywithyourlousyasseswhenI

shouldbewithmychild,comfortingher.Andjust

knowthatifyoudon'tleavemybabygirlaloneIwill

makeyourlivesveryunpleasant.That'sifIwon'tkill

you"helookedatKhuleagain.

Heuntiedmetoo."Killeachother"bloodyfool!

Hewalkedout.

Khuleflewtomeandpunchedthelivingdaylights

outofme. 

Me:"Stop!" 

Khule:"Youliedtome!"

Imovedhimoff. 

Me:"Foragoodreason" 

Khule:"Fuckgoodreason!Youknowhecould've

takenourkidsanddidonlyGodknowswhat.This



manhatesus.Whywouldyougoforhisdaughter?"

Me:"Itsalongstory"

Khule:"Stayawayfromher" 

Me:"You'renowaimingtoohigh" 

Khule:"He'sgonnaletusgoandtortureusfromthe

weakspotsweneverknewwehad" 

Me:"We'llbeextracareful" 

Khule:"Aren'tyoulisteningtome?Thekidsarealone

atyourplaceaswespeak.Doyouknowwhatcould

happentothem?" 

Me:"Securityisverytight" 

Khule:"You'reverystupid.Nzuzaisn'tanimmature"

Nzuza:"RightI'mnot.YourMamnguniismeetingup

withPI's.Ifyoudon'tstayawayfrommeandmineI

willinvadeyoursandyouwillbeburyingeveryweek.

AndbythewayI'msellingyoutooneofthebuyers

whowouldlovetopunchthosedisgustingoldage

faces.Doyouevenknowyou'rewayolderthanmy

child?"Hesaidgettingin.



Me:"Youneedtofindawaytomakeherstayaway

toobecauseshehasaccesstomyhouse.IfIdon't

pickupthephoneshe'llshowup"

Heputataseronmystomach.Isawheavengates

open....

•••

[Tyler]

Iwokeuptomyphonevibrating.Shewasfast

asleep.

Itookitandwalkedout. 

Me:"Morning" 

Jess:"Morning.I'matyourgate" 

Me:"I'minJo'burg"

Jess:"Wow.Andyoudidn'ttellme?" 

Me:"SincewhenIreportmyselftoyou.Jessicafor

once,justresumeyourroleofbeingawomaninthis

relationship" 

Jess:"I'mnotyourKhethiweTyler.Iwillnotbowto

anykakthingyoudo.Idroveallthewayherefor



nothing.Whycouldn'tyouactlikeadecentperson

who'sinarelationshipandtellmeyouwon'tbe

here?"

Me:"Becauseyoushouldn'tbethereinthefirstplace.

Thatismywife'shouse" 

Jess:"Shefedyouwelllastnight,didn'tshe?Wellin

thatcaseIalsowantmymansion" 

Me:"Haveagoodday" 

Jess:"Don'thanguponme!"

Ihungup.Shecoughed.Iturned. 

Khethiwe:"Maybeitsurgent" 

Me:"Itsnot.Andmyweekendsarespenthome.

Morning" 

Khethiwe:"Morning.I'llmakeyoufood"Igrabbedher

backtome. 

Me:"Youdon'thavetobethisgoodtomeKhethiwe.

Ithinkitsbestifyoushoutatme"shelookeddeep

intomyeyes.

Khethiwe:"Iwanttobutmyheartdoesn'tletme.I



amangryatyoubutIalsowantyouherewithme.To

holdmeandassuremeIwillneverloseyouevenin

thissituation."Atearfellfromherlefteye."That's

howmuchIloveyou"

Ibroughtherinforahug. 

Me:"Iloveyousomuch.IwishIhadneverdoneit.I

feellikewordsaren'tenoughtoletyouknowhow

sorryIamandhowmuchIregretit" 

Khethiwe:"Justmakemefeellikesheisn'tinour

lives"

Ikissedherforehead.GodknowsIamimpatiently

waitingforhertogivebirthsoIcanendthis...

•••

[Khethelo]

Iheardvoicesdownstairs.Icheckedthetime.Itwas

10am.

Igotupandwentdownstairs. 

Me:"Morning.Heyyouguys"Ipinchedtheirchubby

cheeks. 



Katlego:"Morningbabe"

Me:"Whydidn'tyouwakemeupma?" 

MamDino:"Youjustsleptthismorning.Theselittle

fellasstillhavethemilkyouexpressedlastnight" 

Me:"WhatwouldIbewithoutyouthough"shehas

beenveryhelpful.Ourrelationshiptookavery

unexpectedturn.Shesomehowturnedtobemy

pillarofstrength.Babomncanedoesn'texistinher

worldanymore.

Samcalledmeafewdaysago.Hesaidhe's

recovering.MamDinodidn'tevenseeminterested

whenItoldher. 

MamDino:"Theyarepeacefullysleepingintheir

room.Let'sgolittleones"

Thetripletsfollowedhertothelounge.Theyloveher

becauseshealwaysfeedsthem.

Katlego:"Apparentlyyourbrotherinlawhasafriend.

Afemalebestfriend.WhodriveshisX7,knowshis

gatecodeandhasthesparekeystothehouse" 

Me:"Tellmeyou'rekidding.Shesoundslikea



girlfriend" 

Katlego:"Sheseemsprettyyoungtobehisgirlfriend

though" 

Me:"Doyouknowthosevarsityslayqueens?They

coulddatesomeoneasoldasBabGede"we

laughed. 

Katlego:"Iftheyaredating.He'llbedrawing

unnecessaryattentiontothefamily.Thenews

peoplearegivingusabigbreak" 

Me:"Maybetheyarejustfriends" 

Katlego:"Let'shopeso.Iamnotreadytohavea19

yearoldsisterwife."Ilaughed.

Me:"Idon'tthinkhe'soverChloeorevenreadyfora

relationshipatthat.Andhewouldn'tgoforsomeone

thatyoung" 

Katlego:"He'saman." 

Me:"True" 

Katlego:"Anyleads?"

Me:"Nope.I'mwaitingforanupdatefromthose



guys" 

Katlego:"Okay.Ijusthopetheyareokay" 

Me:"IprayedtillIfellasleep." 

Kat:"Youreyesareswollen" 

Me:"Iwasalsocrying"

Shehuggedme. 

Me:"Leloandthekidsarecomingover" 

Kat:"Shouldwecook?"

Me:"Ithinkso" 

Kat:"EvernoticedsomethingaboutYezwe?" 

Me:"No.Whatisit?" 

Kat:"Ithinkhe'sgay" 

Me:"No!" 

Kat:"IsawhimatMallofAfricatheotherday

holdinghandswithwhomseemedtobehislover.

He'samuscularoneIthink" 

Me:"Lelotoldmehealsosleptwiththeirlawyerthat

sleptwithCalvin" 



Kat:"Bisexualthen" 

Me:"Yoh.Hewillnevercomeout.Thisfamilyisvery

oldfashionedtounderstand" 

Kat:"Notifwemakethemunderstand" 

Me:"Whichwillbeevenharder" 

Kat:"Wemuststayready"

Emigotin. 

Emi:"Guesswhosleptover?" 

Me:"Tyler?" 

Emi:"Yes.Whydidhecheat?Theyloveeachother" 

Kat:"He'sanassholethat'swhy.Nooffense" 

Emi:"Nonetaken.Hereallyis.ThatbitchJessica

justremindsmeofBianca.Verystupid" 

Me:"WeheardyouaretakingJaytoatherapist" 

Emi:"Don'tjudgeme" 

Kat:"Nobodyis.HowisBradtakingit?"

Emi:"Idon'tknow.Wehaven'tspokenaboutitsinceI

toldhim.Whatdoyouhave?I'mhungry" 



Me:"Whydidn'tyoueatatyourplace?" 

Emi:"Theylookedsocosyandinloveonthecouch.I

didn'twannabethereandruintheirmoment." 

Us:"Awww" 

Kat:"Weshouldburnthatjezabelrightaftershe

givesbirth"welaughed. 

Me:"You'reveryviolent.Youheardaboutyour

brothers?" 

Emi:"Yes.They'llcomebacksafeandsounddon't

worry" 

Me:"AiboEmi" 

Emi:"Noonehasgutstokillthem.Plusthere's

Calvin.He'salsoathuglikethem,he'llfindthem"

IguessIneededtohearthis.Iappreciatethatthey

arethugsinsuitstoday....

•••

[Calvin]

IsmiledalonewhenIfoundoutNzuzaistheone

thattookthem.



Weonceworkedtogethertobringsomeasshole

downafewyearsback.Igavehimacalllastnight

andpretendedtoneedhelptogettheseDubetwins.

HeconfidentlytoldmetocometoDurbantodayso

wecouldtalk.

HeorderedmetomeethimatSiphingobeach.

Iwasleaningagainstmycarsmoking.Thisplaceis

veryodd.Therewasashackinbetweenthebushes.

"Madonna"Iturned. 

Me:"Samsonmyman" 

Sam:"Youlookfresher.Howhaveyoubeen?"We

shookhands. 

Me:"Prettygood.Howhaveyoubeen?" 

Sam:"Verygood.Soyousayyouwantthetwins"

Me:"Highandlow.Iwanttoripthemoffof

everythingtheyhave.Theyoungonegotmybrother

behindbarsandthestatetookeverything" 

Sam:"What?Whatiswrongwiththisbloodline?" 

Me:"OnlyGodknows.Areyougonnahelpme?" 



Sam:"Yes.Oneofthemismessingwithmg

daughter.RememberLesedi?"

Me:"Yeah.Howoldisshenow?"

Sam:"She'snomore.Shewasshotdeadattheir

homebecausethesebloodyidiotsranhomewhile

beingchasedwithguns.Shewasmarriedto

Khulekani" 

Me:"I'msorrytohearthatman.Theydeservetobe

smashedwithhammersonthehead" 

Sam:"Ifthere'sanyonewhocoulddothat.Itisyou.

BecauseIcan'tkillthem." 

Me:"Youknowme"hehandedmethekeys. 

Sam:"Theyareinthatshack.Ineedtotakemy

daughtertoUlundi.Hersisterpassesaway.I

shouldn'tevenbehere.Keepmeupdated" 

Me:"Iwill"

Weshookhandsthenheleft.Hegotintohiscarand

droveoff.

Iwenttotheshack.Iunlocked.Theywerelying

downonthefloor,out.



Itookwaterandpoureditonthem.Theyjumpedup. 

Khule:"Whatthehellman!" 

Me:"Wakeup" 

Quinton:"Wait...whatareyoudoinghere?Where's

Nzuza?" 

Me:"Ikilledhim.Let'sgo" 

Them:"What?" 

Me:"HowelsewasIgonnagetyouifIdidn't?" 

Khule:"That'sthegrandfatherofmychildyoufool!"

Thisisaverystupidbeef.Theyhateeachotherbut

don'twannaseeeachotherdead? 

Me:"I'mjoking.Smile"

Theyblanklystaredatme."Iwannaseeifthey

punchedyourteethout.Youlooklikeyouwerestung

bybees"Ichuckled.

Iledthewayout.Ittookthem5minutestogettothe

car.IloveNzuza'sboys.Theywillnowlearnthe

importanceofsecurity.



Me:"Quinton.Textthegirlthatit'sover" 

Quinton:"Shedoesn'tneedthatrightnow.Shejust

losthersister" 

Me:"Thatpsychooldmanwillgoafterthewomenif

youdon'tbreakoffthisrelationship" 

Quinton:"Iwilltexthernextweek" 

Khule:"Justgosilent.She'llknow.Haveyouslept

withher?"

Quinton:"No"

Khule:"Good.She'llgetoveryouinnotime" 

Quinton:"Where'sthisplace?" 

Me:"Siphingo" 

Khule:"HetookmetoDurban?Thisoldmanisnuts"

Ilaughed.Iwaswatchingthemfromtherearview

mirror.Iwillnottakethemwherethere'skids.They'd

probablyscreamandrunoff. 

Me:"CanIborrowyouguysamirror?" 

Khule:"FuckyouCalvin." 



Quinton:"Howdidyoufindus?" 

Me:"Connections.AslongasnobodyknowsthatI'm

aDube.Iwillbetheticketoutofsuchsituations" 

Quinton:"Canwepassbythehospitalplease" 

Me:"PrinceMshiyeniisacoupleofminutesaway.

It'sapublicthough" 

Khule:"Aslongasithasnursesanddoctorsman

we'regood"

Ilaughed.Ifindthiswholethingveryfunny.Them

gettingbeatenup?Itsamiracle...

[2/26,06:39]Zozaness:ChapterThirtyNine

•••

[Khethelo]

Nothingshallforeverbehidden.InMayGod

rememberedbabomncane.Hetookhislastbreath

afterhavingmerushedtoDurban.Heconfessed

thathekilledmyparents.MamDinoconfessedthat

SamandNhleloaremyfather'schildren.Turnsout

babomncanewasinfertilesomygrandmotherhad

myfathersleepwithMamDino.Oldpeopleare



disgustingattimes.Whatkindofmadnessisthat?

We'vebeenavoidingeachotherwiththesiblings

eversince.Iguesswe'reallnotcomingintoterms

withthatbombtheydroppedonus.

I'vehadtwopregnancyscaresoverthetwopast

months.Iknowhecan'tmakechildrenanymorebut

Godismysterious.Onecanneverbetoosure.

IneverreallybelievedthatPhila'sgrandfatherissick

untilKhuletoldmeitshimthatabductedthem

becauseQuintonwasdatinghisdaughter.

Hepromisedtolethergoandsofaritseemslikehe

didreallylethergobecausehe'salwaysheresince

then.Hegaveuphiswaiterjobeven. 

...

Ihearda"Whoooo!"Andwhistlesfromoutside.I

turnedonthesurveillancetablet.Itwasthenewly

weds.They'reback.Finallytheygonnataketheir

kids.Ihadonehellofaweekwiththem.

Theyoungtwinscouldnowsit.4monthsandvery

healthyyoucan'ttelltheywereprematurelydelivered.



IwascookingfortheDubefamilythatwassittingby

thefireplaceattheotherpatio.KhethiweandLelo

havebeendoingthistome.Dodgingcookingand

everything.

Theywalkedinwithbags.Theywentgrocery

shopping. 

Lelo:"Itsmellsnice" 

Me:"Pleasedon'ttalktome.I'mdone.Youmaynow

servethepeople" 

Khethiwe:"Katlegowill" 

Katlego:"Katlegoisnotdoinganythinglovies"she

saidcomingin.Wescreamed. 

Me:"Lookatthatmarriageglow" 

Katlego:"YoumaynowsafelyaddressmeasMrs

Dube" 

Us:"MrsDube"shedramaticallybowed.Welaughed

andhuggedher. 

Lelo:"Howismarriagesex?" 

Katlego:"Outofthisplanet.Imighthavecaught



somenewfeelings"

Khethiwe:"Youmakingmewannareversemy

decision" 

Me:"Aibostandyourgroundmamas"

TylerpaidlobolaforthatJessicaofhis.Shewas

helpingoutatKat'swedding,brushinghertinybump

everynowandthen.Iwantedtodie.Khethiwejust

wenttohergrandmother'shouse.Sheonlycameto

helpoutduringthedayandleaveinthenoon.

Kat:"WhatdidyouguyssayIhadtodo?" 

Me:"Dishupforthemen" 

Kat:"How?Theyoungerwifeisoutside.Sheshould

dishup"welaughed.

Lelo:"You'resuchabully"

Shetookoutplatesanddishedup.Weservedour

alcoholichusbands.Jessicawassnuggledupnext

toTyler.Khulehadtheaudacitytoaskmetobring

anextraplateforher.Idid.He'sbeentestingmy

patiencelately.

Wefinallyfinishedupandmadecoffeeandwentto



theloungeveryreadytohearallaboutthe

honeymoonnastiness...

•••

[Emi]

Hewasbackatwork.Nolongerdrinkingnor

smoking.Hissessionswerenowonceaweek.Our

friendshipbroughtastrainintomyrelationship.Brad

andIfoughtallthetime.Idecidedtostoptagging

alongintoJason'ssessionsandstartedmeeting

withhimsecretlytohearabouthisprogress.Wemet

onTuesday.Hebeggedmetogowithhimtothe

movies.IwaslookingovermyshoulderforBrad.It

feltlikecheating.

...

BesideTyler'sdramaticlovetriangle.Everythingwas

goingwellintheDubefamily.TwoweeksagoKat

andChriswedded.Everyone'slifeisheadingthe

rightpath.BrotherCalvinisthebossatworkand

alsotous.NotthatI'mcomplainingthough.He

makessurewe'reallokayeverytime.

Itookmyphoneandconfirmedthetimearrivalof



thetripletscakes.Theirbirthdayistomorrow.1stof

July.ThedayweallwitnessedthattheDube

ancestorsarereal.Iamstillshockeduptothisday.

IsawatextfromKhethiweaskingifIwilljointhem.

Iamnot.Theymustenjoytheirtimewiththeircrazy

husbands.

Ichangedandtookmycarkeys.ItextedhimthatI'm

comingover.Ididn'tgettimetoseehimyesterdayat

work.

...

MyphonerangasIdroveintohishouse.Ianswered.

Me:"HeyJay.CanIcallyoulater?" 

Jason:"No."

Me:"I'mgood.Iamcurrentlybusyatthemoment" 

Jason:"Mysonisincoma" 

Me:"OhmyGodI'msosorry.Whathappened?"

Jason:"HefelloffBianca'ssister'sbunkbed"hewas

crying."I'msorryIjustdidn'tknowwhotocall"



Hehungup.Icalledhimback.Hedidn'tpickup.

"Whichhospitalareyouin?"Isenthim.

"NetcareMilparkhospital"hereplied.

"Okay.I'llseeyoulater.Don'tcryhewillbeokay"

Ilockedmyphoneandgotoutofthecar.Bradcame

out. 

Brad:"Iwasstartingtowonderwhat'sholdingyou

up"wehuggedandkissed. 

Me:"Iwasbusyonthephone.Nicehaircut" 

Brad:"ThankyouMaDube"Ichuckled.We'vebeen

learningmyclannamesonourblissfuldays.Hetook

myhandandledmeinsidethehouse. 

Me:"Itsmellsniceinhere"

Brad:"I'mcooking" 

Me:"Ilovebeingherealready"helaughedand

pouredmewine.Hedrinkswinewheneverhecooks.

Ibethefeelslikearealchefwhenhekeepssipping

onthatglass.

Hegavemepicklestochop. 



Brad:"Jasonwasherelastnight"Ichokedonthe

wine.Hehandedmeanapkin. 

Me:"Whatdidhewant?" 

Brad:"Togethistabletthatwasonthebackseatof

thejeep."Shit!"Idon'tknowIhowfeelaboutthis.

YouweredrivingthejeeponTuesday.Howdidhis

tabletendupatthebackseatifyoudon'tmeet

anymore?" 

Me:"Webumpedintoeachotherbabe" 

Brad:"Andthetabletjumpedtothebackseat?"He

wastoocalmitscaredme.

IthoughtJasonwasdonewithbeingcrazy.He

deliberatelyputthattabletthere.Whydidn'thecall

metogetitforhim?He'ssostupid.

Me:"No.Hemust'veslippeditintherewithoutme

noticing.I'msorry" 

Brad:"Hewouldn'tdisrespectingourrelationshipthis

muchifyoudidn'tgivehimsomuchgoahead" 

Me:"I'mnot" 

Brad:"Ofcourseyouare.Whywouldhehavegutsto



cometomyhouseandsayallthatshithesaid?" 

Me:"Whatdidhesay?" 

Brad:"Everything.You'reoldEmihle.Iwillnotkeep

ontellingyoutostopgoingoutwithhimorcalling

eachother.ItwillseemlikeI'mcontrollingyourwife.

IsaidyoushouldstopatfirstbecauseIwantedto

protectourrelationship,butnowIseeyou'drather

havethisrelationshipfailthantostopseeing

Jason."

Hefinisheduphiswineandwentupthestairs.

TheguiltIfeltcouldn'tbecomparedtoanything.I

followedtoo.Hewasintheshower.Iwentin. 

Me:"I'msorry" 

Brad:"Yousaidthatthelasttime" 

Me:"I'mtrulysorryBrad.IswearIamnotdoing

anythingmorethantalk." 

Brad:"Idonotknowthat" 

Me:"Iloveyou"

Heturnedtheshoweronandappliedthegeltohis



bodylikehedidn'thearme...

•••

[Narrated]

Nzuza'sphonerangrightaftertheypartedwayswith

Yoli.Itswashiswife.Heanswered. 

Sam:"Mama" 

MrsNzuza:"Mshazi.I'vebeencallingyourhotel

room.IforgotyousaidyouaremeetingwithYoli

today" 

Sam:"I'msorrymylove.YesIwas.Wejustparted.

Howareyouthere?"

MrsNzuza:"Wwarefine.Philaiscatchingflue.Ijust

calledDrNzimandetopayusavisit"

Sam:"That'sbad.Itmustbethiscold" 

MrsNzuza:"Ithinksotoo.So,whendidYolisay

she'sgoingtovisitus?"

Sam:"Don'tgothere" 

MrsNzuza:"Why?Howlongareyougoingtohide

Philaawayfromher?Yousaidshe'snolongerseeing



thatboy.Whatcouldbethematternow?" 

Sam:"WhatifsheaskstotakehertoDurban?"

MrsNzuza:"I'llsimplysayno.Whatishappening

portraysmeasanevilstepmothertoyourfamily.

Theyallkeepaskingmewhywasn'tIatthe

ceremony."

Sam:"Donotmindthem.AboutYolivisiting.Istill

havetothinkaboutit" 

MrsNzuza:"ItsruiningmyimageSamson" 

Sam:"Toirrelevantpeople." 

MrsNzuza:"Youdon'tunderstand" 

Sam:"Iwillcallyoulater.SendmylovetoPhila.Tell

herI'llseeyoutomorrowevening" 

MrsNzuza:"Willdo"

Shesaidandendedthecall.

ShelookedatthesleepingPhilawhohadchangedto

lookexactlylikeherfatherovernight.Nzuza'sworst

fearwasYoliseeingher.Hewasn'treadyfor

questionsthatwouldfollowandfearsthatshemight



wanttotakehertoDurbanandQuintongetstosee

her....

•••

[Calvin]

Lelocameandsatonmylap.Shelookedatme.I

don'tknowhowshestilllooksatmethesameway

shedidontheveryfirstdaywekissed.Herloveis

trulyeternal.Evenwhenshe'sangryatme,hereyes

alwayssellherout.Theyportraysomuchlovethat

shehasforme.

Ican'tbelieveIwasoncestupidtoletawomaninto

ourbond.ThatwastheveryfirsttimeandIswearon

mybabieslivesthatitwasthelast.

Lelo:"Whyareyousittingherealone?Itsalmost

8pm"

Me:"Icameforasmokeandtothinkaboutsome

things" 

Lelo:"He'snotokay" 

Me:"Who?"

Lelo:"Quinton.Seemsthere'sapartofhisworldthat



ismissing"

Me:"Thereis.AndI'mworkingonit." 

Lelo:"Pleasebaby.Idon'tlikeseeinghimlikethat." 

Me:"Khulehasanolderdaughter" 

Lelo:"Really?Howold?"

Me:"3." 

Lelo:"Withthrpreviouswife?"

Me:"Yes.Ithappenedthatshewasthewrongplace

atthewrongtime.PeoplewhocameforQuinton

firedshotsatthehouse.Shewasinthekitchen.

Bulletsgother"

Lelo:"OhmyGodnobaby" 

Me:"Yes.Thelittlegirlwas6monthsorso.You

rememberSam?"

Lelo:"Sam?Ndlanzi?"

Me:"No.SamNzuza.Thatbusinessassociateof

minewhowouldalwaysaskforscotch"she

chuckled.Shewaspregnantwiththetwinsthattime.

Shehatedeveryone.EspeciallyNzuzacausehe



alwaysaskedforscotchwhileeveryonesettledfor

whisky. 

Lelo:"Hewassuchmymooddroper.Sowhatabout

him?" 

Me:"Thewifewashischild.HetookKhule's

daughterandcuthimoutcompletely.Threateningto

exposethemofsomethingdirtytheydid.Now,the

girlQuintonwasseeingishisotherdaughterthathe

discoveredrecently.Itwashimwhoabductedthem" 

Lelo:"Youhavesecretsyouknowthat?" 

Me:"Youdonottellyourwomanthingsyouhavenot

figuredasolutionto" 

Lelo:"What'syourplan?" 

Me:"Let'sjustsayI'mgonnabringPhilahomeand

Quinton'swife"

Lelo:"Aslongasnobodyisgonnagethurtor

arrested" 

Me:"Youknowmebetterthanthat" 

Lelo:"Let'sgosleep.Ihaveasurpriseforyou" 



Me:"Isit?"Shebrieflykissedme. 

Lelo:"Yesbaby" 

Me:"Ihaveaphonecalltomake.I'llbewithyou

shortly" 

Lelo:"Okay.Don'tkeepmewaiting"

Shesaidgoingaway.Itookmyphoneoutandcalled

Mandla. 

Mandla:"Kushman" 

Me:"Isitdone?" 

Mandla:"Yesbozzayam.Wejustleftherplace.She

wasresistingIhadtodrugher" 

Me:"Aslongasyouleftherwaterandpillsnearby" 

Mandla:"Idid" 

Me:"Andthatbastard.Didhedie?" 

Mandla:"No.Werearrangedhisfaceabit.He

passedoutafterafewpunches" 

Me:"Weakbitch.Okaycontinuekeepingacloseeye

onthem.Don'tdisturbtheiroutdoorsactivities" 



Mandla:"Noted"

Ihungupandwentinsidelongingformysurprise...

•••

[Quinton]

Thisiswheremynightsendup.Intheclubwitha

thousandbottlesbeforeme.Fightingeveryurgeto

contactherinanyform.

She'simportantbutmychildrenareextraimportant.

Ican'triskthewholefamily'ssafetyforonlyone

person.ButIcan'thelpbutwonderwhatshedoesin

herdays.Ifsheevertriestocallme.Ifshemisses

meatall.

Imissher.HerpicturesareallthatIhaveandwhatI

willforeverholdonto.BeinginDurbandoesn'tfeel

rightanymore.Itislessexciting.HenceIspendallof

mytimethissidenow.

Nzuzasureashellcanhidehisskeletons.Itsbeen3

monthsandmytrustedsourceshaven'tfound

anythingthatIcanbackfirewith.Theyhaven't

stoppeddiggingthough.Evenifittakesmeyearsto



finditIwillmakesureheregretsthedayheever

tookawayPhilaandbulliedmetoleaveYolialone.

ItookmyphoneoutandtextedLulamaifshe'sbusy.

Shecalled. 

Me:"Hey" 

Lulama:"Hi.Why?Doyouneedsomething?"

Me:"Yes.Ineedcompany" 

Lulama:"Whereareyou?"

Me:"Taboo" 

Lulama:"I'mcoming"

Ihungupandboughtanotherroundofshots.

Afteran1shearrived.Iwasnowreallysloshed.I

wasstartingtolosemyvisionalittle. 

Lulama:"Let'sgo" 

Me:"Whereto?" 

Lulama:"Home"

Shehelpedmeupandweleft.



WhenIopenedmyeyeswewereattheHoutonflats.

Thealcoholhadworndownabit.

Me:"Ithoughtyousaidyouwearegoinghome" 

Lulama:"Wearehome.Myhome" 

Me:"Ineedtogohomehome.Pleaserequestmean

uber"

Shecamecloserandranherhandonmyshaft.I

lookedather.MymouthwentdryIswallowed

nothing.

Ourlipsmet.Wekissed.Herhandwasmovingup

anddownmynowrockhardjumbo.Sheunbuckled

thebeltandundidthebutton.Shetookitoutand

gavemeahandjob.Shestoppedkissingmeand

lookedatme.Thestreetlightwaslightingthewhole

carup. 

Lulama:"Youwannatakethispartyinside?" 

Inodded.

Ifastenedmybeltandgotoutofthecar.

Shelockedthedoorafterwegotin.Ipinnedher

againstthedoorandpulledherdressup.Iputthe



condomonandslidasidethedamnpantyand

penetrated.

Iwentinfastandhard.Yolicrossedmymind.She

saidshe'dleavemeifIevercheated.

Istopped. 

Lulama:"Whyareyoustopping?"

Iexitedher.

Me:"Pleaseborrowmeyourkeys" 

Lulama:"Areyoufuckingkiddingme?"

Izippedmypantsup. 

Me:"DoesitlooklikeI'mkidding?Areyougoingto

givethekeysornot?"

Shewalkedpastme.Iguessthat'sano.Iopened

thedoorandwalkedout.Irequestedanuberand

waitedbythegate.

Ifeltsomethinghitme.Ilookedup.Sheclosedthe

window.Ilookeddown.Itwasthecarkeys.Iwent

backinandtookthecaranddroveoff...

[2/26,06:39]Zozaness:ChapterForty



•••

[Quinton]

Everjustfollowedtheroad?Notsingleideaofwhere

you'regoingbutyou'rejustlettingitleadyou.That

wasme.IhadnoideawhereIwasgoing.Ijust

neededtobeawayfromher.

Ican'tgetthepictureofhercryingoutofmyhead.

Shewashurting.Iwasresponsibleforit.Ishouldn't

havelefther.

Ipulledup.Theroadhadended.Iwasatthebeach.I

tookmycigaretteandlititandgotouttositonthe

bonnet.

Iwatchedthewavestherefardown.Thesoundthey

madewascalmingsomehow.Thecoldbreezehit

me.Iappreciatedit.

ItookoutmyphoneandcalledTyler.He'stheone

whounderstandswhatI'mfacing.Khulewouldgive

anythingformetoneverlookYoli'sdirection.Of

whichIcannotdo.IknewIlovedherbutwhenIsaw

herafterthislongIrealizedIlovedhermorethanI

thoughtIdid.



MyheartsmiledwhenIsawherstandingoverthe

sink.Iwishshe'dhuggedme. 

Tyler:"Dube" 

Me:"Yousoundwideawake"

Tyler:"Iam.Khethiweisn'tfeelingokay" 

Me:"What'swrong?" 

Tyler:"Shedranktoomuch.Nowshe'sthrowingup" 

Me:"Getheranythingmetaltokeepinhermouth" 

Tyler:"Istheringokay?"

Me:"Yeah.Itshoulddothetrick" 

Tyler:"Okaybafo.Itakeityou'vearrived" 

Me:"YesandIfoundherhere" 

Tyler:"No" 

Me:"Yes.Itriedkickingheroutbutsherefused.She

criedandaskedwhyIlefther"

Tyler:"Whywouldyoukickherout?" 

Me:"Ourrelationshipputseveryone'slivesatrisk

Tyler" 



Tyler:"Thensobeit.IfNzuzawantsafight,fightis

whathe'llget.Whereisshenow?" 

Me:"Myhouse.I'matthebeach" 

Tyler:"YOLOQuinton.Gobackhome.Cuddle.Tell

hereverythinginthemorning.You'reinloveDube.

Somethingyou'vehardlyexperiencedinyourlife.

Don'tletthislovebetakenawaytoo.Takethisrisk.

Ifshe'sworthit" 

Me:"Sheis" 

Tyler:"Thengohometoyourwoman.Fuckthe

wrinkledNzuzaandyourtwinbrother."Ichuckled. 

Me:"Thankyoubafo." 

Tyler:"Iloveyoudickhead.AndmostlyIwanttosee

youhappydawg" 

Me:"Iloveyoutoo."Helaughed. 

Tyler:"Hesaidit!" 

Me:"Thatistolastyouforthenext5years.Bye" 

Tyler:"I'mhonored"

Ihungupandthrewawaytheremainingcigarette



away.Igotoffandgotinthecaranddroveoff.

Itwas5minutespast2aminthemorningwhenI

arrivedhome.Hercarwasstilloutside.Didshebuy

anewcar?OrsheexchangedtheX7?

Iturnedthelightsoffandwentupstairs.Thedoor

wasstillopen.Shewasfastasleep.Iundressedand

gotinthecovers,carefullynottowakeher.

Iputmyarmaroundher.Shemumbledsomething. 

Me:"Shhhsleep" 

Yoli:"Don'teverleaveme"shewhispered.

Me:"Iwon't."

Wedriftedtosleep...

•••

[Khethiwe]

"Handsup!Totheleft!Totheright!EverybodySay...

Handsup!Totheleft!Tothe-"

Me:"Canyoupleasekeepitdown?"Hejustmademy

headacheworse. 



Tyler:"GoodmorningmyQueen.HereIhavecold

waterwithslicesoflemon.Rooiboswithhoneyand

lemon.Grandpaandagreenapple.Whatwouldyou

liketonurseyourhangoverwithfirst?" 

Me:"Allofit"Isatonmybutt.Hesmiled.He'sso

cute.Ismiled. 

Tyler:"What?" 

Me:"Yoursmilestillgetstome.Youshouldhiton

meagain"hehandedmethegrandpa. 

Tyler:"Wouldyoustillagreetobemygirl?" 

Me:"Inaninstant.Rememberyoupouredwaterat

me"helaughed. 

Tyler:"Youlikedactinglikethatcompanywas

yours" 

Me:"Iwastiredofyourface" 

Tyler:"Why?Youlovedmetoomuchithurttosee

me?" 

Me:"Ohplease" 

Tyler:"Yousaidsomethingaboutlightskinnedmen"



Ilaughed. 

Me:"YesIdid.Andyoubrokemyvirginityanddidn't

makemecum"helaughed. 

Tyler:"Aibobaby.ButIdidmakeupforthatday." 

Me:"Oksalayoyoudidn'tmakemecumthatday" 

Tyler:"Youfeellikecumingnow?" 

Me:"No"

HeputthetrayasideandpulledmylegssoIcould

lieonmyback.Hemovedtheblanketoff. 

Me:"Ineedtobrushmyteethfirst.Thisgrandpais

sobitter"Icrossedmylegs."Andbath" 

Tyler:"Youtalktoomuch"hegotontopandkissed

me.

Hewentdownwiththesoftkisses.Thisiswhatour

relationshiphasbecome.He'sbeenpleasuringme

likenoone'sbusiness.

Hegrewbeard.Itsevennicerwhenhe'sdownthere.

Hebeganwithhisbusiness.Imoaned.

Tyler:"Don'tmakenoiseCalvinisonthenextroom" 



Me:"Ithoughtthesewallsaresoundproofed" 

Tyler:"Theyaren't"

Hekissedmyinnerthighsandfacedmyvaginaand

Frenchkissedit.Godblesswhoevertrainedhimfor

this.

Histongueexploredmycastle.Henevershiftshis

focusfromtheclit.Heinsertedafinger.Ihatethis

combo!Itjustspeedsthingsup.

Hehadmemoaninglikeapuppycoldontherain,

pushinghisheadinandsqueezingmythighs

together.Thisthingdrivesmeinsane.

Ipoppedmychampagneaftercallingoutallhisclan

names.Hegrabbedatowelandcleanedmeup.Ifelt

powerless.Hekissedmyforehead.

Tyler:"Breakfastisnowready"

Hewalkedout.Aslongasitisnotmadebythat

Jessica.Iwilleat.Shelikestakingoverpeople's

kitchensandkeeponbrushingthatbumpofhersor

flauntingherlefthandfortheworldtoseethering.

Icalledmyp.a.andtoldhertocancelallmy



meetings.Iamnotgoinganywherewiththis

hangover...

•••

[Khethelo]

Everyonecamedown.LeloandImadebreakfast.It

didn'tseemlikeanyoneisgoingtoworktoday.Even

brotherCalvinwashere.Yesterdaywashellahectic.

Weshutdownthepartywithdrinking.Weplayed

alcopoly.JessicaandLelovolunteeredtolookafter

thekidswhenwe'redrunk.Iwasmorethanhappyto

drink.

Quintonvanished.Hecalledlatersayinghe'sflying

toDurban.Sisipho,Yezweandthetwinsleftafterthe

party.Becauseschool.

Bongacameinsweatingandpanting. 

Me:"Ithoughtyouwereatwork" 

Bonga:"No.Iwokeupwithaverybadheadache"I

chuckled.Ifthehouseburneddownlastnight,

therewould'vebeennosurvivors.

Hedrankwater.Andexhaled. 



Me:"Breakfastisready" 

Bonga:"I'llgorinseoffthesweat" 

Me:"Okaybaby.WakeMthoup"

Henoddedandwentup.

Icarriedextraforkstothediningroom. 

Tyler:"Areyoutryingtogetusfat?" 

Me:"Maybe"theylaughed. 

Khule:"Whathappenedlastnightshallnever

happen" 

Calvin:"Ihaven'tdranklikethatin5years" 

Lelo:"Yesandyougaveawayourbrandnewcar" 

Us:"What?"

Calvin:"Ireplacedit" 

Lelo:"Youstillgaveitaway" 

Khule:"Whodidhegiveitto?" 

Lelo:"Somewoman.Hisgirlfriend" 

Calvin:"Shewasn'tmygirlfriendbaby" 



Chris:"Weshouldfetchit" 

Katlego:"Isecondthat."Welaughed."Jessica

pleasepassmethesalt"shedid."Thankyou.When

arewepreparingforyourwedding?" 

Jessica:"MymomandIareonit" 

Kat:"Youreallywannawedwithahugebelly?" 

Jessica:"Yes.Hehastobeborninawedlock" 

Khule:"He?" 

Jessica:"I'mjustpredicting.Where'sKhethiwe?"

IsawKatlegorollhereyes. 

Tyler:"She'supstairs."

Jessica:"Shesleepsalotforawife.Ithought

mamkhulusaidnooneshouldsleeppast9" 

Khule:"AtEstcourt.Nothere"thatcameoutabit

cold.

Me:"Icecreamanyone?" 

Jessica:"Isn'ttoocoldforIcecream?"

Shehasahorsemouth! 



Chris:"ItsnevertoocoldforIcecream" 

Bonga:"Amen!"HewasfollowedbyKhethiweand

Mtho.Thetubcircledaround.Theyloveicecream

itsinsane.

Khethiwe:"Morning"shesatnexttome. 

Us:"Morning" 

Mtho:"Ialmostdiedlastnight" 

Khule:"Here'sgrandpa.DaddyTylercametoour

rescue" 

Mtho:"Thankyou."

Weate.Laughingatoldstories.Iwouldn'ttradethis

fortheworld.

Themenwentoutforasmokeafterwefinished

eating.MthoandBongawentupstairs.Weremained

alone. 

Lelo:"lastnight'ssex" 

Kat:"mmmhdonottakemethere" 

Khethiwe:"IwishIwasn'tthrowingupthewhole

night" 



Jessica:"Andtookawaymychanceofgetting

some" 

Khethiwe:"Ididn'taskhimtocome" 

Jessica:"Youcould'vebeenfakingfor-" 

Lelo:"Jessica." 

Jessica:"What?She'salwayssickwheneverTyler

hastobewithme" 

Me:"Youshouldlayyourcomplaintwithhim.Not

here" 

Jessica:"Why?Thepersonwho'salwayssickishere.

Ishouldbetellinghertostop"Khethiwegotupand

walkedupthestairs.

Kat:"Thiswouldn'tbesohardifyouactedlessofa

spoiledbratJessica.Everydayyouhavesomething

tosay.You'rehereforTylernotKhethiwe.Ifyou

continuewiththisthingofalwayspickingupafight

youwillbeveryunwelcomeinmyhouse"

Shegotupandwalkedtothekitchen.

Jessicagotupandwentupthestairs.Lelolookedat

me.Ishrugged.



Wedecidedtoclearthetableandgobreastfeedour

babies...

•••

[Khule]

Nothingbeatsbeingwiththesebaboons.Our

relationshipisatit'sbest.Brotherhoodiseven

tighter.

Tyler:"Youguysarenodifferentfromthewoodstove

smokepipe.The20isout"hepickeditup."Only5

left" 

Calvin:"ItsChris" 

Chris:"Ismokedonly4" 

Me:"Metoo"welookedatCalvin. 

Calvin:"WellI'mtheoldest.Youcan'tcompetewith

me" 

Chris:"Soyoukeepsaying.Hasanyonecheckedon

Q?" 

Tyler:"YeahIspoketohiminthemorning.He's

shuttered" 



Me:"Hewillbefine" 

Tyler:"When?" 

Me:"Whenthetimeisright" 

Tyler:"Andwhenisthat?Tellmesomethingyou

guys,hasanyofyoueverbeenkeptawayfromthe

womanyoulove?" 

Me:"Whereareyougoingwiththis?" 

Tyler:"Itakethatasano.Whyareyouputtinghim

throughthathellofbeingrobbedoffthechanceof

love.Helovesher" 

Chris:"Andyouwouldknowthathow?" 

Tyler:"BecauseIwasasmiserableasheiswhenthe

wholeDubeclantoldmetostayawayfrom

Khethiwe" 

Me:"Andyouwentaheadwithherandwelost12

people!Somethingthatcould'vebeenavoidedifyou

hadlistenedtoyourelders.Samethingisgonna

happenifQuintonevergoesbacktothatgirl" 

Tyler:"Helovesher!" 



Chris:"AndbesideherbeingSam'sdaughter.She'sa

child!" 

Tyler:"Loveknowsnoage.AndasfarasIam

concerned.Everywomaninthishomeisachild" 

Me:"She's22.Bonga'sage" 

Tyler:"Ihatetobreakittoyoubutyouguysarefull

ofshit" 

Calvin:"Tyler"

Hewalkedbackinside. 

Calvin:"Ineedtogosomewhere.Iwillseeyouguys

later" 

Chris:"let'sgocheckouttheprogressofeverything

attheDubeconstruction" 

Me:"Thatactuallyisagoodidea"

Weallleft....

•••

[Tyler]

GodknowsIregretthedayImetthiswoman.I



impregnatedaradio.Ifitwasn'tforthefactthatI

wantthischildtoberightfullyminewhenitisbornI

swearIwould'velethergohonestly.

Jessica:"Iaskedaquestion" 

Me:"WhatisyourquestionJessica? 

Jessica:"Whydoyouactlikeyoulovemeinfrontof

yourpeopleandthenbehindcloseddoorsyouare

verydistant" 

Me:"Idon'tknowwhatyou'retalkingabout" 

Jessica:"Whenlastdidyoutouchme?" 

Me:"Yesterday" 

Jessica:"Imeansex.Itslikeallyouwantedwasto

plantthisbabyonmeandnevertouchmeagain" 

Me:"Youwouldn'tbelievemeifItoldyou" 

Jess:"Tryme" 

Me:"Itscustom.Wearenotallowedtohavesexwith

ourpregnantwomen.Ihaveaverydarkpastand

sleepingwithyouisnotgoodforthebaby.PlusI

havesexwithKhethiwe,thelastthingweneedis



havingourbabycatchallthebadvibesonme" 

Jess:"Whydidn'tyoujusttellmeatfirst?" 

Me:"Ithoughtyouwereokaywithit" 

Jess:"Areyougonnaspendthenightwithme?" 

Me:"Uh...IpromisedBongawewillgooutfordrinks.

We'llbebackaroundmidnight"

Shenoddedandwalkedout.SinceKhethiwefound

outIhaven'tbeenabletobeintimatewithherfurther

thanakiss.

Herattitudemadeitworse.NowIcan'tevenkissher.

ButItryforthesakeofpeace.

Khethiwecameoutofthebathroom. 

Me:"Ididn'tknowyouwerehere" 

Khethiwe:"Whatdoyoumean?Thisismyroom" 

Me:"Ofcourse" 

Khethiwe:"Whydidyoulietoher?" 

Me:"I'mtakingyououttonight" 

Khethiwe:"No.Takeherout.IhaveameetingI



shouldpreparefortonight" 

Me:"We'lldoittogetherthen" 

Khethiwe:"Nobaby.Yesterdayyoushould'vespent

thenightwithherandyouendeduphere" 

Me:"I'llseeyoulater"

Ikissedherandwalkedout...

•••

[Quinton]

Iwokeupallalone.Shewasnowhereinsight.I

foundanoteonthefridgethatshe'sgonetoa

presentation.

Itextedhertotakeanuberbackhere.Herfather

couldbetrackingthecar.

Icookedwhilewaitingforher.Icalledthetriple

trouble.Theycouldutterafewwordsnow.

Iturnedthestoveoffandtookabeeroutofthe

fridgeandwenttowatchtv.

Themaindooropened.Shesmiledwhenoureyes

met.Anervoussmilethoughandalowwave.She



wasinasuit.Sobeautiful.Shelookeddifferent.

Morebeautiful.

Me:"Iwasn'texpectingyouthisearly" 

Yoli:"Iwasthefirstone" 

Me:"Areyougonnatakeaseat?" 

Yoli:"Yeah.Ofcourse"

Shetookoffherheelsandsatontheotherendof

thecouch. 

Me:"Yourhairwashanginglastnight"shenowhad

cornrows.That'swhyshelookeddifferent.Herbig

foreheadwasoutondisplay. 

Yoli:"Istartedoffatthesaloninthemorning" 

Me:"Whattimedidyouactuallygetup?" 

Yoli:"5am" 

Me:"Youcangetyourownpersonalhairdresserif

youwantone" 

Yoli:"WhywouldIwantmyownpersonal

hairdresser?" 



Me:"Soyouwillnothavetowakeupat5amtogoto

thesalon"shechuckled. 

Yoli:"Idomyhaironceamonth.Idon'tneeda

personalhairdresser"

Ishiftedclosertoher.Ipickedherlegsuptomylap

andgaveherafootmassage. 

Me:"Mytwinbrotherwasmarriedbefore.Tothe

womanheloveddearly.Herfatherneverlikedthe

ideaofthembeingtogetherbuthegavethemhis

blessingsanyway.3yearsintotheirunion.Theyhad

adaughter."Iturnedtolookather."Ihaveavery

scarypast.Iusedto...commitalotofcrime.Kill

sometimes"shedidn'texpressanyemotion.I

clearedmythroatandcontinued."Yeah.So,oneof

thedaysadealwentwrong.Itledtoaphysicalfight

whichledtoshooting.Imanagedtoescapeandran

tomyparent'shouse.Wewereintheneighborhood.

IthoughtIhadlostthem.UnfortunatelyIdidn't.They

followedmethereandstartedshootingstraightat

thehousejustacoupleofmomentsafterIgotin

andpassedheronthesinkwashingdishes.IwishI

hadthoughtfasterthattheycouldbefollowingme.



Allthebulletsthatweremeantforme.Shecaught

them.Herfathertookherdaughterandpromised

hellifweevertrytogetclosertohisfamilyever

again.Hehatesus.AndnowImetyou.Irealizedthe

resemblance.Iwashopingyouaren'trelated"she

frowned."Mybrother'swifewasNzuza'sdaughter.

Yoursister.Theoneyousawonthepicture." 

Yoli:"Waitwaitwait.What?" 

Me:"Yes. 

Yoli:"Itoldyouwhomydadismaybe2or3days

afterwemet.Youknewallthatlongbutyoustill

wantedme?" 

Me:"Yes.Iwashopinghewillmaybeacceptitwhen

hefindsoutbutno.Heabductedus,hadourasses

beatentoapulp.Toldmetostayawayfromyouor

elsehe'llcomeaftereveryonewelove.Knowinghim,

hemeantit."

Ilookedatheragain.Shewascrying.Ibroughtherin

forahug. 

Yoli:"I'msorry" 



Me:"Itsokay" 

Yoli:"Iwishyouhadtoldmethetruthinsteadof

vanishingonme" 

Me:"Iwasscaredhemightkillmykidsandsendyou

awaywhereImightneverfindyouagain" 

Yoli:"Thenerveofhim.Ican'tbelievehimrightnow."

Shemovedoffme."I'mgonnatalktohim" 

Me:"Idon'tthinkthat'sagoodidea." 

Yoli:"Sowhatdowedonow?Sneakaround?" 

Me:"It'sgonnabefun" 

Shechuckled. 

Yoli:"That'swhyyoutoldmetouseuber?" 

Me:"Yeah.Where'syourcar?" 

Yoli:"Atmyplace.ThatwasBen's" 

Me:"Oh.Whyaren'tyousurprisedbyallthis?" 

Yoli:"EverythingthathappenedwhenIwasn'tthere

isnoneofmybusiness.I'msadtohearmysister

passedonthatway.ButI'msaddermyfatheris



keepingawayherchildfromit'sfather.Heoutofall

peopleshouldn'tletthathappen.She'sturning4in

months.Shedoesn'tdeservetobecaughtupinall

thisdrama.Theyaren'therparents.Itdoesn'tmatter

whatkindoflifetheycouldgiveher,shealsoneeds

herfather" 

Me:"We'llsortitout.Worrynot"Ikissedher. 

Yoli:"Hehadyoubeatenup?"Shelaughed. 

Me:"It'snotfunnybabe."Shepressedherlips

together"Andjustsoyouknow.Myfamilyisalso

againstthisrelationship" 

Yoli:"They'reunfair."Shepaused."Doyouloveme

thatmuch?" 

Me:"YesIdoandIwillgiveitallupforNzuzatolet

mehaveyou" 

Yoli:"Promisemeyou'llneverleaveme.Comehellor

highwaters" 

Me:"Ipromise."Shesmiledwithtearsinhereyes

andhuggedmethenletgo.

Yoli:"Whydidyouwalkawaylastnight?" 



Me:"BecauseI'mgonnagetyoupregnant" 

Yoli:"Really?"Inodded."Whoa.Weshouldusea

condomthen" 

Me:"Itmightburst" 

Yoli:"I'llgoforinjection"

Whatonearthiswrongwiththischild. 

Me:"WewillnotbehavingsexuntilI'vefixedyour

father'sissue"Igotupandheadedtothekitchen.

Yoli:"Andwhenwillthatbe?"Shesaidfollowingme. 

Me:"Youwannahavesex?" 

Yoli:"Yes."Iraisedmybrows."Ihadaboyfriend.But

Idumpedhim" 

Me:"What?Whoishe?'

Yoli:"Nooneimportant.Thatsmellsnice" 

Me:"IaskedaquestionYoli.Didyoukisshim?Did

hetouchyou?" 

Yoli:"YesIkissedhimandnohe'snevertouchedme.

ThenightwehadplannedtospendtogetherIgot



kidnapped" 

Me:"What?" 

Yoli:"Itwasaverygenerousabduction.Ithinkmy

dadwasmybehindit" 

Me:"Hedidgreat.JesusYoliyouwereplanningon

sleepingwithhim?" 

Yoli:"Yes.Youabandonedme" 

Me:"Ididn't.Isentyouflowersyesterday.Howis

thatabandoningyou?" 

Yoli:"Whodoyouthinkwaskissingtheselips?

Touchingthisass?Firmlygrabbingit?Pinningme

downonthebedandleavemehangingbecausehe

hastotakeashower?"Ichuckled.Igesturedforher

tocomecloser.Shedid.Ikissedherallthewayto

herear. 

Me:"Youdon'tknowwhattroubleyou'reinvitingfor

yourselfbywantingthis"Itookherhanddowntomy

pantsandmadeherfeelit. 

Yoli:"IlovetroubleMrDube.OtherwiseIwould've

ranoutthatdoorwhenyoutoldmemyfatherand



yourfamilyareagainstthis."Shewhisperedback.

Irestmycase.Thislittlevoicethatkeepsontelling

metosleepwithherandgetherpregnantisgetting

strong.ButI'mstronger.

Me:"Dishupforusandstopbeingapervert"she

giggledandtookoutplates. 

Me:"Ineedtopee" 

Yoli:"Iloveyou" 

Me:"Iloveyoumore."

Iranupstairs.

Ilookedatmyreflectiononthrmirror.Icouldn't

washoffthegrinonmyface.Iamgratefulfor

whateverthingthatmademeflydownherelast

night....

[2/26,06:39]Zozaness:ChapterForty-One

•••

[Calvin]

2weekslater...



Itdidn'ttakethatmuchtogathertheinformationI

haveacquiredonNzuza.He'sasdirtyasallthe

businessmenoutthere.

He'sjustgoodathidingit.Quintonisbackwiththe

girl.Iseemliketheonlyonetoknowaboutthat.

TheyaretryingtheirbesttohideitbutI'mnotthe

onetohideanythingfrom.

Iheardasoftknockandthedooropened. 

Lelo:"Areyoutryingtodieinhere?" 

Me:"No.Iwasfinishingupafewthings" 

Lelo:"Its10now.Cometobed"

Iturnedoffthelaptopandwewalkedout.Iheard

voicesfromdownstairs.

Me:"Isthereanyonethere?" 

Lelo:"No" 

Me:"Getintheroom.I'llbeback"

IsawKhulecomingupthestairs.Iturnedtoseeif

she'sgottentotheroom.Shewasstillatthedoor.

Me:"ItsKhule" 



Lelo:"Okay"shegotin.Iwentdown.

Theywereallhere. 

Me:"What'sup?" 

Khule:"QuintonisstillseeingYolanda.Ireceiveda

textfromSam" 

Tyler:"Can'twejustkillhimandgetalongwithour

lives?"Khuleeyedhim. 

Khule:"Youhavetotalktohim" 

Me:"Who?" 

Khule:"Quinton" 

Me:"Saywhat?IfthatbeatingandthreatsNzuza

gaveoutdidnotkeephimaway.Whatmakesyou

thinktalkingtohimwill?" 

Chris:"There'snothingasstupidasamaninlove.

He'sriskingeveryone'slives" 

Me:"Meetmetomorrowmorning.Itshightimeyou

stoppeddancingtoSam'stune" 

Tyler:"Iknewyou'dfixthis.UnlikesomepeopleI

knowwhowouldrathereatpoopifNzuzatoldthem



justbecausetheydon'twanttheirkidstaken" 

Chris:"Shutup"

Chris'sphonerang.Heexcusedhimself. 

Me:"YoufailedyourdaughterKhulekani.Ifyouhad

wentaheadandlethimgetyouarrested.You

would'vehadfullaccesstoyourchildbynow.But

youchosefreedomoverher" 

Khule:"Iwantedwhat'sbestforher" 

Me:"Nolifeisbestwithanabsentfather"

Chriscameinrushing.

Chris:"HehasKatlegoandthekids" 

Khule:"What?DamnyouQuinton!"Theyrushedout.I

wentupstairstogetajacket...

•••

[Khethelo]

Herewegoagain.Livinginfearandhaving50men

walkingupanddowntheyard.Someplantedin

everyroominthishouse.Theonlyplaceyoucanbe

andnotseethemisthebathroom.



WhateveritisthatthisgirlhasonQuintonisvery

strong.Heknewverywellthatbeingwithher

endangerseveryone'slivesbuthestillwentahead.

Thekindoflovethatmakesyourecklessofyour

ownchildren'ssafetyisnothealthy.He'sactinglike

someoneunderthespellofsomesort.

WhenKhulecameinherelastnightrushingtohis

safe.Hecouldn'teventalk.Ibecamecrippledfora

coupleofsecondswhenhetoldmethatKatlegoand

thekidshadbeentakenontheirwayhomefrom

here.Theguardswereshot.1passedon,3were

takentohospital.

Beingusisnotsafe.Guardsornoguards.Whoever

wantstogettousdoes.

Justbywatchingthesemenstandingstillinevery

cornerofthishouselikestatuesIgotdizzy.

Iwasonlywithmykids.Whohadnosingleideaof

whatishappening.Theywerecrawlingaroundon

theirstomachs,chasingnothing.Ihatehowbig

they'vegrown.Theyarenolongermycutelittle

things.Ifeelliketheirservant.TheyonlyrememberI



existwhenIhavetobreastfeedthem.

IturnedontheTV.I'veneverbeenboredbyaTVthis

much.Mymindwasjustwanderingaround.Its

12pmandIhaven'theardfromanyofthem.Itook

myphoneandtextedLeloaskingifCalvinhascalled.

ShewasasworriedasIwas.

"Reallynow?Ihatethislife"Iturnedtowherethe

voicecamefrom.ItwasEmiandKhethiwe.I

chuckled.Theylookedirritated. 

Khethiwe:"We'regoodnowbhuti.There'snoneedto

accompanyuseveninside"theyguardturnedand

left.

Theytossedtheirbagsonthecouchacrossandsat

down. 

Khethiwe:"Whydowehavetolivelikethis?"

Me:"BecausewehavepeoplelikeQuintoninthis

family" 

Emi:"Whatonearthiswrongwithhim?There'salot

ofDurbanhotties.Whywouldhebewithsomeone

heshouldn'tbewith?" 



Khethiwe:"No.Quintonisn'ttheproblemhere.Sam

Nzuzais.Itsbeenyears.There'sabsolutelynoneed

forhimtobestilllikethis" 

Me:"Hehaseveryright.Hisdaughterdiedunder

theirhome.Andnowhisotherdaughterisdatingthe

verysamemanhisolderdaughtertookabulletfor?

Comeon,everyparentwouldactthisway" 

Emi:"Let'sjustprayhedoesn'tharmKatandthe

kids." 

Me:"Hewon't.Heisjustscaringthese2apart.Q

shouldreallymakeuphismindafterthiswholething

hasblownover" 

Khethiwe:"Itbetterblowoversoon.Itsonly

WednesdayforChrist'ssake.Ihavesomuchworkto

do" 

Emi:"Metoo.Workinghalfdayisn'tgonnahelp"

Me:"Whyhalfday?" 

Emi:"That'swhattheysaid.TheycalledBradand

toldhimIwillbeworkinghalfdayfromtodayuntil

the"familycrisis"isover.Peoplearegonnastart



talkingthereatwork.ThinkingI'mgivenspecial

treatmentbecauseI'mfuckinghim" 

Me:"Wellthat'strue" 

Emi:"CalvinlegittoldhimIdonotneedthatjob

anyway"

Welaughed.He'sjusthim.

Theygotinfollowingeachother.Theylooked

terrible.Igotupandmetthemhalfway.Hekissed

myforehead. 

Khule:"Ineedabath" 

Me:"Yeahsure.I'llmakeyoufood.Heyguys"

Theygreetedbackandwalkedalongtothrow

themselvesonthecouches.Itakeitwestillhaveto

gothroughthisdayprayingfortheirsafereturn...

•••

[Khethiwe]

Iironedtheclotheshehadtakenouttowear.They

cleanedouttheirmountainousplates.Itslikethey

hadn'tatein2months.WhenKhuleandChriscame



togetTyler9.Hehadjustfinishedeating.

Hewalkedout.Lookingallsortsofdrained.

SometimesIlaughthinkingofthehellJessicaputs

himthroughbuttodayIfeelsorryforhimbecause

she'llcauseunnecessarydramaalthoughsheknows

he'stootroubledabouthiskidsandwifebeinglost.

"Forthesakeofpeace"ashealwayssayswhenever

hedoesanythingforher.He'sbuyingherahouse.

Shelegitchoseahouseworth2million.They'restill

workingonthepaperwork.Shewillmoveinsoon. 

Me:"Youreyeslookliketheygonnafalloff" 

Tyler:"Ifeellikemybrainisgonnaflyout.Wespent

thewholenightlookingatallthepossibleplaceshe

could'vestashedthematbutnoluck" 

Me:"Sowhereareyougoingfromnow?" 

Tyler:"Toourreliableguys."Hepausedandturned

tome."ThisisgonnasoundweirdbutI'mnotthat

worried" 

Me:"What?Why?" 

Tyler:"ItsHawuandhissisterswhicharehis



strengththatgotabducted.Theygetinactionwhen

needed.SoIfeelliketheycangetoutofthismess

withoutourhelp" 

Me:"That'sjustverycrazybabe.They'rekids.Take

thisbriefnapandgofindthekids" 

Tyler:"Whentheycouldjustsnakealltheway

home."

Heliedonhisstomach.Ismoothlyranmyfingerson

hisback.Helikesbeingbabied.

Eachdaymyheartgetsbetter.EspeciallynowthatI

haveseenJessicaisn'tsoimportantasIthought

shewas.MaybeIshouldfinallygiveinandgoback

toournormalsexlife.We'vebeenhavingoral.Him

doingmenottheotherwayaround...

•••

[Quinton]

Therewereguardsineverycorner.Theyletmein.

IfoundEmiandKhethelosittingatthelounge.I

greetedthem. 

Me:"Whyisyourphoneoff?"



Emi:"Me?Itmustbethesignal."Inodded. 

Me:"Where'severyone?Ipickedthetwinsup,kissed

themandputthemdown.

Emi:"Upstairs.Sleeping." 

Me:"Comehere.Ineedtotalktoyou"

Shegotupandwentouttotheback. 

Emi:"Haveyoufoundthekids?" 

Me:"No.I'mworkingonthat" 

Emi:"Bhutizadoyourealizethetroublewe'rein?" 

Me:"Yes.IneedJason'snumbers" 

Emi:"Idon'thavethem." 

Me:"Ineedtospeaktohim" 

Emi:"Icangiveyouhisaddress.Hemustbeatwork

though" 

Me:"Okay"

Wewalkedbackin.IfoundKhuleandChris.I

greetedthem.KhuletoldEmiandKhethelototake

thekidsupstairs.Theydid.Somuchjudgementin



theireyes. 

Chris:"Areyouhappynow?" 

Me:"Iwishyoupeoplecouldjustleavemealone.I

toldyouIwillfindthem" 

Khule:"WhytheFuckdidyougobacktothatChild!" 

Me:"HowmanytimesdoIhavetotellyou.Ilove

her!" 

Chris:"Soyoulovehermorethanyouloveyour

kids?" 

Me:"You'rewastingmytime"Iwalkedontotheexit.

Khulegrabbedmebymyarm. 

Khule:"Staythehellawayfromher.Whenwefind

thekids.Staythehellaway!" 

Me:"Uyahlanya.Bothofyou.Idon'tknowwhat

substanceyou'reabusingbutnidakiwe"

Isnatchedmyarmawayandwalkedout.Whothe

helldotheythinktheyAre?Nx.

IcalledJason'soffice.Askingifhe'sin.ThePAtold

mehe'sinameetinginWynberg.



Idrovetohisofficeanyway.

MyphonerangasIpulledupintheirparkinglot.I

tookadeepsighandanswered. 

Me:"Mama" 

Yoli:"Youlied"

Me:"About?"

Yoli:"Ihappenedtoseetheemailfrommydadand

manymoremessagesfromyourbrothersonyour

laptop"shit.Iforgottocloseandlockit.Itoldherto

leavethehousewhyisshestillthere.

Me:"Ididn'twanttobotheryou" 

Yoli:"Haveyoufoundthekids?" 

Me:"No.I'msomewheretomeetaguywhomight

helpme" 

Yoli:"I'lltrytofishoutwhereheis" 

Me:"Nostayoutofthis" 

Yoli:"ByeIloveyou" 

Me:"Yolanda"thelinewentdead.Icalledherback.It



wentstraighttovoicemail.

Itextedher. 

"ThisisbetweenIandyourfather.Staythehellout

ofit"

Acarparkednexttomine.Jasongotout.Nice.

Igotout. 

Me:"Jason" 

Heturnedandfrowned. 

Jason:"Dube.AmIintrouble?" 

Me:"No.Ineedyourhelp"hestaredatmeforawhile.

"JasonIdon'thaveallday" 

Jason:"Ofcourse."

Heledthewayin.Whyarewomensosmitten?

Greetingsallthewaytotheelevator.

Jason:"You'recharmingmyemployeespantsoff"

Me:"Youmeantotellmeallthesewomenare

single?" 

Jason:"No." 



Me:"Sotheyarecheating?"Hechuckled. 

Jason:"No.Theyareadmiringyou.Thelast

magazineyouwereonyouwereshirtless,thatwas

enoughtogetwomendroolingwherevertheysee

you" 

Me:"They'recheaters" 

Jason:"Irestmycase"

Wegottohisoffice.Heofferedmeadrink.Andwe

satdown.

Me:"Ineedyourhelp.Someonehasmywifeandmy

children" 

Jason:"Ididn'tknowyouweremarried" 

Me:"She'sChris's.Practicallyminetoo." 

Jason:"Oh.SohowmayIbeofhelp?" 

Me:"Ineedyoutotrackthatsomeone'slocationfor

me.Hackhisaccountsifneedbe" 

Jason:"Whoa.DoyouknowthekindoftroubleIgot

intothelasttimeIdidthat.Averydangerousdrug

LordcalledKushorwhateverhisnameistookmein



andmademylifealivinghellsonobecausenobody

keepsmeprotectedfromthebadguysyouwantme

todigdirton.Sono"CalvinisadrugLord?

Me:"There'llbenoonetoprotectyoufromcause

whenIfindhimI'mgonnakillhim" 

Jason:"I'mreallysorryyourkidsareindangerbutI

can'thelpyou" 

Me:"Okay.Getmehislocationonlythen"he

narrowedhiseyesasthoughhewasdeepinhis

thoughts.

Jason:"Icanalsodigupdirtbutwhat'sinitforme?"

Me:"Moneyofcourse" 

Jason:"Thiscompanyisrunningverysuccessfully.I

makeamillionifnot2aweek.Soputupabetter

offerDube" 

Me:"25%oftheDubeLogistics"hesmirked. 

Jason:"Verytemptingbutno" 

Me:"Whatthehellman?Eachminutethatpassesis

thefurthermychildrenaregoingwiththispunk" 



Jason:"IwantEmi.Iwantyoutovouchforme.To

herandtoyourbrothers." 

Me:"Udakiwe" 

Jason:"Thechoiceisyours.Igiveyouwhatyou

want.YougivemewhatIneed" 

Me:"Shehasaboyfriendyoudumbass" 

Jason:"There'sthisnewthingcalledbreakup" 

Me:"MakeyourselfavailableatKhule'shouse

around6" 

Jason:"Dowehaveadeal?" 

Me:"Ihateyouforthis"

Igotupandleft.Itextedtheseidiotstostayhome

andrest.BecauseassoonaswefindNzuza's

locationwe'reheadingthere.

....

WhenIarrivedhome.IsattherelisteningtoGod's

sonscrucifyme.

NzuzasentavideoofKatlegobeggingthemnotto

hurtherchildren.



IcalledJason.Thesunhasset.Calvinhadgotten

bustedthathe'sourbrothersotherewasnowayhe

candowhathedidlasttime.

Hehadsomeinformationonhimbutitwas

pointlessbecauseNzuzawouldkillthembecauseits

takinghimtojailanyway.Wewerenowwaitingon

Jason.

Khulewaswalkingupanddown.Makingeveryone

dizzy.

Calvin:"Canyoupleasesitdown" 

Khule:"No" 

Me:"Weareallasanxiousbutbeingalloverthe

placeisn'thelping" 

Khule:"Youshutthehellup.GodknowswhatamI

gonnadotoyouifhehurtsthem." 

Me:"Hewon't" 

Khule:"Didyouseethevideo?" 

Me:"Yes."Theopened.Jasoncameinpullingahuge

asssuitcase.



Hequicklystopped. 

Jason:"Yousetmeup?" 

Me:"Setyouup?"HepointedatCalvin."Ohturned

outhe'sourbrother" 

Calvin:"Eita.Canwegetdowntowork?"

Jasonmovedforwarduncomfortably. 

Tyler:"ItsgonnabeokayJay.DidhetrytokillYou

too?" 

Jason:"Hedidfarworsethanthat" 

Tyler:"Iknow.Hekilledmetoo"ohGodnotthis

again. 

Calvin:"Tylerwehaveaseriousmatterhere" 

Tyler:"What?Areyouashamedyoukilledus?Don't

beashamed." 

Me:"Jason.GetyourthingsreadyI'mabouttocall

him" 

Jason:"Firstly.DidyoutellthemwhatIwantin

return?"



Me:"NotnowJason" 

Calvin:"Whatdoeshewant?" 

Jason:"Emi" 

Calvin:"Fuckyou" 

Jason:"Nzuza'sphonesareveryhardtotrack.Only

meandmaybe3ofhackerswhoareabletotrace

untraceablephones.AndthosehackersliveinNew

Orleans,KenyaandBeijing." 

Khule:"Justopenthedamnequipment"

"Ididn'tknowyouhatedmethismuch"shesaidand

ranbackupstairs. 

Calvin:"Shit.I'llgotalktoher.Iwantyoutohave

tracedhimdownwhenIgetback" 

Jason:"YesSir."

Heopenedhissuitcase.Hefiddledthroughit."You

maymakethatcall"

Idialedhiscell.Itrang. 

Khethelocamedown.Shelookedmad.Khule

attendedher. 



Nzuza:"I'mlistening" 

Me:"Iwillstopseeingher" 

Nzuza:"HowdoIknowyoumeanit?" 

Me:"BecauseIlovemykids" 

Nzuza:"MaybeIshouldkilloneofthemsoyou'll

makesureyoudon'teverstepanywherenearmy

daughter" 

Me:"There'snoneed."Jasongavemethumbsup.I

heardthegungooffandababycry.Iclenchedmy

jaws. 

Me:"NzuzaIsweartoGod-"hehungup. 

Tyler:"What?Whyareyoucrying?"

Iexcusedmyself.Igottothekitchenandbalanced

againstthecounter.I'mgonnashoothim! 

GodknowsIwillifdareshurtthem.

Tylercame. 

Tyler:"Theguardssaythere'sYolandaVilakaziatthe

gate.Itoldthemtoletherin" 



Me:"Areyoucrazy?"

Irushedtothemaindoor.

Theycameinfirst. 

Yoli:"Theseareverymanypeople.Goodevening"

Iwenttoher. 

Me:"Whatareyoudoinghere?" 

Yoli:"Tocleanupourmess.Wannakissme"she

waswhispering. 

Me:"Areyoudrunk?"

Yoli:"Yeah.Ineedcouragetofaceyouandyour

people.Hieveryone.MynameisYoli" 

Khule:"Weknowexactlywhoyouare.Thequestion

iswhatareyoudoinghere??" 

Shemovedmeoutherway. 

Yoli:"Thisisverycreepy.It'slikeyou'restandinghere

withmeandalsostandingtherenexttoyourother

wife.CanIhaveachair?" 

Ipulledachairforher."Thankyou.Itisvery



unfortunatethatwegettomeetundersuch

circumstances." Shepausedandgiggled.Godtake

menow.Howdidsheevenfindme?

Me:"Youcan'tbeherebaby" 

Yoli:"Why?MynameisYolandaeveryone.Yoliin

short.I'msorryforbeingdrunk.Ihopethis

impressiondoesn'tlast.I'maverydecentlady.Tell

thembaby" 

Me:"Youaremylove."

ChrisandKhulewerelookingatme. 

Jason:"Okay.He'sinMidrand.Hislocationisn't

steadythough.He'smovingaround" 

Yoli:"Isthatmydad?" 

Me:"No" 

Khule:"Yes.Andyouknowwhathetook?Mykids.

Youknowwhy?BecauseyouandQuintonare

stupid" 

Yoli:"Well.Withallduerespectwearen'tstupidwe

areinlove" 



Chris:"Lovethatputseveryoneindanger" 

Yoli:"PastorChris.Hi"Thisisn'tthetimebutIfound

myselfchuckling. 

Tyler:"CanwenowgotoMidrand?" 

Yoli:"No.Ihaveaplan"

Calvincamedown. 

Calvin:"Haveyoufound-whoa.Whatisshedoing

here?" 

Khethelo:"Nobodyknows" 

Yoli:"YoumustbeKhethelo.I'veheardalotabout

you.AndgreetingsbrotherCalvin.Maybeyouaren't

madatmeasthesetwo.Ihaveaplan." 

Calvin:"Yes?"

Shetookherbagandtookoutwhatseemedlike

handcuffs,ducktapeandarope. 

Tyler:"Ithoughty'allweren'tshagging"hewhispered.

Me:"Wearen't" 

Tyler:"Thesearebondagethings"



Me:"Ihavenoideawhereonearthshegotthose" 

Yoli:"Quinton.Cometieme" 

Khulegotupandtookthebagwithhisguns. 

Khule:"Thisismadness" 

Yoli:"You'reveryimpatient.Listentome.Iammy

dad'spreciousgift.Hewouldgiveanythingtokeep

mesafe.Ishotthebodyguardhesentforme.To

makemyplanreal.Ipunchedhimacoupleoftimes.

Don'twidenyoureyesbabyIcalledhiman

ambulance.Ishothimontheknee.He'llbeableto

walkright?WellI'mnotthere.Hurryuptiemebefore

hecallsmydadandtellshimIshothim.Ourplan

willbedoomed.Doyouhaveadarkerroom?" 

Me:"What'syourplanYoli?" 

Yoli:"Who'sthescariesthere?BrotherCalvin.Yes,

You'retheonethat'sgoingtovideocallhim.Show

metiedinachaircryingandbeggingformylife.He

willgobananas.Tellhimtogiveyouthekidsin

exchangeforhisbeautifuldaughter.Thatthingyou

sentQbrotherCalvinyou'lluseitafterthismessto

getPhila.Notnow." 



Calvin:"TakehertothemeditationroomMamnguni" 

Yoli:"Ineedcoffeetotamedownthisalcoholorelse

I'llpassout."

Tyler:"Comingrightup"

Theyleft.

Calvin:"Ilikeher" 

Khule:"Ohplease!Justgoanddothatfreaking

coffee" 

Tyler:"You'resobitter.Jasonyoucanleave" 

Jason:"Whereto?I'mpartofthefamilynow" 

Calvineyedhim. 

Calvin:"I'mgonnakillyou.Justseewhatyoucan

findinhiscloset.Wemighthavesomething

interesting" 

Jason:"Onit" 

Khule:"Whatifitdoesn'twork?"

Calvin:"Itwill"hewalkedupstairs.

Thisplanofmydrunkgirlfriendwillactuallywork.



I'mgettingmarriedthisDecember....
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ChapterForty-Two

•••

[Emi]

Ireallycan'tbelievethem.NotsolongagoKhule

waseatingmealivefortakinghimtoatherapist.

Nowthey'resuddenlysodesperateforhishelpand

they'resellingmetohim.

IventedtoAmo.ShesupposedtocomevisitinJune

butshehadbacktobackcareerexpos.Herartwas

reallytakingherplaces.

OnlyGodknowswhatisgoingondownthere.I

couldn'tsleep.Ihaven'tseenBongaandMtho

anywheretoday.

IcalledBonga.Itrangunanswered.IcalledMtho. 

Mtho:"Auntiza" 

Me:"Hey.Whereareyouguys?Areyousafe?" 



Mtho:"We'reatourplaceandyesweare.Areyou?" 

Me:"YesIam.Where'sBonga?" 

Mtho:"Upstairssleeping." 

Me:"Makesurealldoorsarelockedokay" 

Mtho:"Okay.Goodnight" 

Me:"Goodnighthun"

Ihungup.Thedooropened.Iturnedmyflashlight

on.Heblockedthelightwithhishands. 

Me:"Whatthehellareyoudoinghere?" 

Jason:"Emi?Where'stheswitch" 

Me:"Whatswitch?Getout" 

Jason:"Canwetalk?" 

Me:"No.GetoutorIwillscream"

Jason:"5minutes"Isighed.Hefoundtheswitchand

turnedthelightson.Hesmiled."Hi" 

Me:"4minutes."

Jason:"Imissyou" 



Me:"Idon't.Ithoughtwewerefriends" 

Jason:"Areyouhighonbriyani?" 

Me:"Walkoffdude.Iwannasleep" 

Jason:"Whydon'tyoutakemycallsanymore?"

Me:"Becauseyou'reruiningmyrelationship.Tellme.

Whydidyouleaveyourtabletinthatcar?" 

Jason:"Because-"thedooropened.Tylercamein. 

Tyler:"Iknewyouwereuptonogood.Wesaidlast

roomdowntheleftcorridoryouasshole.Getout" 

Jason:"Icametosaygoodnight" 

Tyler:"She's23shedoesn'tneedbedtimestories.

Getlost"

Hegotout.Ipulledthecoverovermyhead. 

Tyler:"Justsowe'reclear.Iwasn'tpartoftheplanof

tradingyou.Goodnight"

Heswitchedoffthelightsandwalkedout...

•••

[Narrated]



Nzuzawalkedupanddownwaitingonhismento

givehimfeedback.

HekepttryingYolanda'sphonebutittookhim

straighttovoicemail,makinghimevenmore

frustrated.

JackandSporrow.Hisrighthandmengotin. 

Jack:"Wefoundhercarbesidetheroadwithopened

doors"

Nzuza:"AndGizards?"Gizardsisthemanhesentto

guardYoli. 

Sporrow:"Nowhereinsight.Wefoundhisphone

thereatthecar." 

Nzuza:"TraceYoli'sphone"

Jackwasjuststaringathistab.Hegulpedand

lookedatNzuza."What?"

Jack:"Uhm.It...itlookslikeYolihasbeen-"Nzuza

snatchedthetaboutofhishands.

HelookedatYolicrying,tiedonachairwithher

dressripped.



SamplasteredthetabonSporrow'schest.His

handswereshaking.

Nzuza:"Gettheboysonstandby.Wehavea

mission" 

Jack:"YesSir"

Theywalkedoff.Hegroanedandbangedthetable

beforehimthebottleofwhiskeyfelloff.

Hisphonerang.Itwasaprivatenumber.He

answeredwithhishandstrembling. 

Nzuza:"Wtfyouwant?" 

Calvin:"Mykids" 

Nzuza:"MadonnawhatI'mabouttodotoyouisn't

friendly.Releasemydaughterimmediately!" 

Calvin:"Willyoubereleasingmywifeandmy

children?" 

Nzuza:"Iwillgothererightnowandshootthemall

dead.Youhearme!" 

Calvin:"AndIwilldothesametoyourdaughter"

"Baba!Pleasehelpme!"Yolicriedinthe



background. 

Nzuza:"MadonnaI'mgonnakillyou"hesaidcalmly. 

Calvin:"Webothgonnadie.MeetmeatWaterfall

sportsgroundat12midnight.Notaminutelate.

Bringwhat'smineandI'llgiveyouwhat'syoursand

thenwegoourseparateways"

Nzuzahungupandcollapsedonachair.He

repeatedlycursed...

{AtHappy'shome}

Herniececametocallher.Sheputonahoodieand

followedthelittlegirlout. 

Happy:"Wherearethey?" 

Niece:"Ingogo'sroom"theyheldhandsastheywent

there.Sheknockedonceandwentin.Hermother

wasalreadyinsidethecovers.Hersisterwassitting

onthechairbeforethedressingtable. 

Hermom:"Comesithere.Whyareyouwearinga

hoodie?Istheheaternotwarmenough?" 

Happy:"Yes.I'mfreezing"



Hermom:"Youcantakeitoffandgetincoverswith

me" 

Happy:"Nothankyou.Youcalledmehereforthat?" 

Hersister:"No.Sinceyouarrivedhereyou'vebeen

avoidingus"

Happy:"Really?I'msorry.Workhasmebymy

nipples" 

Hermom:"Takeoffthehoodie" 

Happy:"MomIamcold" 

Hermom:"TakeitoffHappiness"shesnapped.

Happystartledandtearsfilledhereyes. 

Hersister:"Howfarareyou?" 

Happy:"15weeks"tearsrandown. 

Hermom:"Whoisthefather?" 

Happy:"Idon'tknow" 

Hersister:"How?" 

Happy:"Itwasaonenightstand.I'msorry"sheran

out.



Hersisterandhermotherlookedateachother....

•••

[Katlego]

Idon'tknowwhatdruggedmebutIwasoutfora

coupleofminutes.Irealizedthekidsweren'there.I

panicked.Thelightwasnowdim.

Thedooropened. 

Me:"Wherearemykids?"Heslappedmesohardmy

nosestartedbleeding. 

Nzuza:"Yourmenthinktheycanplaysmartwithme?

Iwillkilloneofyour-wherearethey?"Ijustlookedat

him.Hetookoutagunandputitonmyhead. 

Nzuza:"WheretheFuckarethey?"IwishIhadany

tearstocryrightnow.ThisangerIhadrightnow!IfI

couldhavethisgunonmyhandI'dshoothimwithall

thebulletsinthere.

Heslappedmeagain.Andwalkedaroundtheroom.

Hewalkedoutleavingthedooropened.

Ifeltsomethingsmoothrubbingagainstmyfeet.I



slowlysentmyeyesdowntolook. 

Me:"Nonononoyouguys.No.Turnback!"

Iclosedmyeyes."SikelelaSisekeloHawu.Iamdead

serious.Ihaveaterriblephobiaofsnakesplease"

Oneoftheenormoussnakeswrappeditselfaround

me.Ifelttearswarmtheirwaydown.

Itunwrappedafteracoupleofminuteswhichfelt

likehourstome.Icouldn'tbringmyselftoopenmy

eyes.

Ifeltloose.Iwasn'ttiedanymore.Isaidalittle

prayerandopenedmyeyes.Theywerenowbythe

door. 

Me:"He'sgonnashootyou.Comebackhere"

whoeverthatwasswirledout.Thesecondone

followed.Thethirdonecamebacktome.Ijumped

overitandranout.Theother2wasnowhereinsight.

The3rdonewasbehindme.Iheardmalesgroan.I

rantothedoorthatseemedlikeitledoutside.

Itriedpullingit.Itwaslocked. 

"Goingsomewhere?"Islowlyturnedand



immediatelyputmyhandsupwhenIsawagun.

Where'sthedamnsnakeIwaswith?Thesekids! 

Nzuza:"Wherearethekids?" 

Me:"Idon'tknow"

Idon'tknowwhathappenedIjustsawhimonthe

floorrollingsidetosidecoveringhiseyesscreaming.

Nzuza:"Youbitch!Whatdidyoudo?"

Thisismychancetokickhisass.Iwentovertohim

andkickedhim.HekeptshoutingJack. 

Me:"Wherearethekeys?Iwillfreakingshootyou

rightnow"

Hetookthemoutofhispocket.Alongwithcarkeys.

Fantastic. 

Me:"Kids!Let'sgo"

Iwenttounlock. 

Me:"Sisekelo!"Theywerethereoutsidethedoor.

Backtotheiroriginalbeings.Itookthemtothecar.

HowamIgonnaspeedwiththemnotintheircar

seats?Ireversedout.Thereweremenlyingdown



groaningliketheoneweleftinside. 

Me:"Whatdidyoukidsdotothesepeople?"Luckily

thegatewasopen."Whyareyousoquiet?"Iturned

thelightonandlookedatthemontherearview

mirror.

Theywerebusywithdrumsticks."Wheredidyouget

those?"IsuddenlysmelledKFC.Ipulledupand

checked.Therewasabucketandbread."Youguys!

I'malsohungryyouknowthat?"Itookmyshareand

droveawayeating.

Ididn'tevenknowwherewewere.Ijustsetthegprs

toleadushome.Ineedtobath...

•••

[Calvin]

Itwasgettingcloserto12am.Hisphonewasjust

ringing.Noanswer.

Chris:"Stillnoanswer?" 

Me:"Yeah" 

Khule:"Iknewthisplanwasn'tgoingtowork"



Tyler:"Ifby12hehasn'tansweredwewillgostraight

toMidrandandkillifwehaveto" 

Quinton:"That'sveryunnecessary.Nomorebloodis

goingtobeshed.Notthistime" 

Me:"Yeah.Ifwegotherewegonnatalklikeadultsto

Sam." 

Chris:"Why?Quintonisn'tplanningonbreakingup

withthegirl" 

Quinton:"Ifthere'ssomeonewhosebloodhastobe

spilled.Itwillhavetobemine"

Hesaidandwenttothekitchen. 

Khule:"Wakemeupwhenweareleaving.Thisisall

toomuch"

Hewalkedupthestairs.

Iwentoutsideforasmoke.Whatkindofmessis

this?

Myphonerang.Itwashim.Honestly.Iwasnolonger

mad.Khulewasright.Thisistoomuch. 

Me:"Areyouthereyet?" 



Nzuza:"Theyescaped" 

Me:"Whatdoyoumeantheyescaped?" 

Nzuza:"Shefuckingescaped!She'sdrivingcloserto

Khule'shouse.I'mcomingtogetmydaughter"

Ihungup.Iwenttothefront.Indeedacarflashed

lights.Theyopenedthegate.Itdrovein.

Iwenttowardsit.Shegotout.Hert-shirtwasbloody.

Shestartedcrying.Ipulledhercloser. 

Me:"I'msorry.Didhehurtyou"weletgo. 

Katlego:"Mynosebled." 

Me:"Wherearethekids?" 

Katlego:"Attheback"

Iopenedthedoor.Theywerefastasleep.Ipicked2

shetooktheotheroneandwewalkedinsidethe

house.Chrisrushedtousandhuggedher.Shecried

evenmore.IgaveHawutoQuinton. 

Me:"Hesaidhe'scomingtogetYoli"Quinton

huggedKatlego.

Quinton:"I'msorryyouhadtogothroughallthat" 



Katlego:"It'sokay.Ihadmyheroeswithme" 

Chris:"Aren'tyouhungry?" 

Katlego:"WefoundKFConthecarwestole.Allwe

needisabathandsleep"

Quinton:"Thecaryoustole?" 

Katlego:"Weescaped.I'minabigtrauma.These

kidsaren'tgoodformydiabetes" 

Me:"Takethemupstairs.We'lltalkinthemorning"

Chriswentupwiththem. 

Quinton:"Howdidthathapp-ohno.Theymust'vedid

theirmiraclebabiesduties" 

Me:"Itwasabouttime.Ifeelrelieved.Gowake

Yolandaup" 

Quinton:"Okay.Ineedtosmokefirst."

Hewalkedout.Khulecamedown. 

Khule:"Where'sQuinton?" 

Me:"Outsidesmoking." 

Khule:"Chrissaystheyescaped" 



Me:"Yeah.Nzuzacalledandsaidthat.Katlegowill

explaineverythingwhenshehasrestedenough.For

nowlet'swaitforNzuzatofetchYoli" 

Khule:"Where?" 

Me:"Here" 

Khule:"Whyhere?" 

Me:"BecauseitsabouttimeIputanendtothis

madness" 

Khule:"Idon'ttrustthisman.I'llgettheguardsto

drivethewomenandkidstoChris's" 

Me:"ThekeystoLelo'sapartmentinSandtonare

herewithme.Theycangothere" 

Khule:"LetmegohelpKhethelopackupforthekids"

Me:"Ok"

Isatdownandleanedmyheadback.Ineedadecent

sleep.ItookoutmyphoneandtextedLelothat

Katlegoandthekidsarehomesafe...

•••

[Khule]



Igentlyshookher.Shecoveredherhead.Imoved

theblanketoff. 

Me:"Wakeup.We'releaving" 

Khethelo:"CanIsleepforfewmoreminutes?"

Me:"Noyoucan't.I'vepackedyourbags.Let'sgo"

Shesatupstraight. 

Khethelo:"Wherearewegoing?" 

Me:"Sandton.Nzuzaiscomingheretogethischild.

He'sverywickedyoucan'tbehere"shenodded.I

gavehertherobeandgotup.Itookthekids,she

tookthebags.

WemetthecomplainingEmiatthedoor. 

Emi:"InmynextlifeGodbetternotmakemea

Dube" 

Khethelo:"Metoo." 

Me:"In30minutesyouwillbesleepingon

comfortablebedsstopwhining"

Theygotindifferentcars.Escortedbyguards.Chris

andIstoodtherewatchingthemdriveaway. 



Chris:"Doyouthinkitsgoingtohelpout?" 

Me:"What?" 

Chris:"Calvin'sgatheredinformation" 

Me:"Hedidn'texplainmuchonwhatitactuallyisbut

heseemscertainthatit'sgoingtowork" 

Chris:"Ijustwantthiswholethingtobealloverand

wecarryonwithournormallives.Ihadapatientto

performsheartsurgeryontodaybutIwastoo

distractedtodosomethinglikethat.Hepassedon

thiseveningafterafailedoperation"

Me:"I'msorryman" 

Chris:"Ifeelawful.Ifailedher.Shelefther5months

childrenbehind" 

Me:"You'renotGod.Let'sgoinsideitsfreezingout

here" 

Chris:"Ineedasmoke"

Me:"Let'ssmokethen"

Hetookoutapackofcigarettes.Hegavemeone.I

tookoutalighterandlitupforbothofus. 



Me:"Cryifyouwantto"

Hebowedhisheadandsilentlycried...

•••

[Quinton]

Sherolledoverandplacedherhandonmyface.She

willdenyittomorrowwhenItellher.HowIwishI'd

metherbeforeshediscoveredwhoherfatheris.We

would'vebeenhappyforatleastforquitesometime.

ThealarmIhadsetwentoff.Imovedherarmoffme

andtickledherfeet.That'sthequickestwaytoget

herup. 

Yoli:"Quintonpleasedon't"shesaidinasleepyvoice.

Me:"Wakeupsleepingbeauty.Yourdaddyiscoming

togetyou"

Yoli:"Now?Ishecomingwiththekids?" 

Me:"Katlegoescapedwiththem.Theyare

somewheresafenow" 

Yoli:"That'sgood.Wait..."shesatonherbutt."They

escaped?" 



Me:"Yes" 

Yoli:"Andhe'scomingtogetme?"Inodded.She

climbedoutofbed."Thatcan'tbegood.Whatifhe

hurtsyouguys?" 

Me:"Hewon't.Areyouhungry?" 

Yoli:"No.Iwanttopee"Ipointedatthebathroom

door."Thankyou"sherushedin.

Iheardaknock."ItsTyler" 

Me:"Comein"hedid. 

Tyler:"Isleepfor2hoursandsuddenlywehaveonly

oneinthishouseandIdon'tseeherinthisbed" 

Me:"She'sinthebathroom.Khuledecidestheygo

awaysinceSamiscominghere" 

Tyler:"Heis?" 

Me:"Yes"hefrownedlookingatthewindow. 

Tyler:"Thatmustbehim"Igotuptolook.Itwas

him. 

Me:"Let'sgo"hestoppedme. 



Tyler:"Idon'tthinkthat'sagoodidea.Stayhere.Iwill

comeheretocallyouwhenitstimetobringYoli

down" 

Me:"Ok"hewalkedout.Istoodoverthewindow

lookingattheguardsgoingupanddowninspecting.

Shehuggedmefrombehind.Sherestedherheadon

myback. 

Me:"You'resoshort" 

Yoli:"Thankyou."Ichuckled.

Wewentquiet. 

Yoli:"What'sgoingtohappennow?" 

Me:"YougonnagohomewithyourfatherandIwill

humblemyselftothegrounduntilheallowsmeto

bewithyou" 

Yoli:"Thatthingyourbrothersaidhehasagainsthim.

Isn'tgoingtowork?" 

Me:"Evenifso.Iwanthimtogiveushisblessings

willinglynotbecauseweblackmailedhim" 

Yoli:"Isee"



Iturned.Shewascrying. 

Me:"Don'tdothis" 

Yoli:"I'mafraidyougonnaleavemeagain" 

Me:"Iwon't" 

Yoli:"Youdid" 

Me:"TrustmeIwon't.Iknowbetternow.Ipromise

youwewilllivepeacefullyverysoon"

Icuppedherfaceandkissedher.

Thedooropened. 

Khule:"SweetJesus.You'restillkissingher?" 

Me:"Let'sgobaby"sheputonhershoes.Itookher

bagandwewalkedout.Ican'tbefacingNzuzaans

alsomydemonictwinbrotherwho'smeanfor

absolutelynoreason.

Thismeetingseemedverypeaceful. 

Nzuza:"Let'shopethisistheendgentlemen.Calvin

putyourdogonleash." 

Yoli:"Keepwell"



Theywalkedout. 

Me:"YouliedtohimandsaidIwillnotseeher

anymore?" 

Chris:"Quintonforthesakeofpeace.Please!" 

Me:"Whathappenedaboutblackmailinghim?" 

Calvin:"Youneverwenttocleansethatman'syard.

Youshould'vetookananimaltothathometo

apologize!" 

Me:"Youthinkwedidn't?"

Calvin:"Twice?"

Me:"Yesandhethreatenedus" 

Calvin:"Ifhereallywantedyoubehindbarsdon'tyou

thinkhewould'vedidit?Yohdidn'tappeartobe

sorrytohim.FromthisSaturdayonwardswewillbe

goingtoECtobegandapologizetohimuntilhisego

hasenoughcomfortdance.IfyoureallyloveYolias

youclaimyouwilldoit.NowIhadvery2hectic

nightsinarow.Ineedtosleep"

Hewalkedupthestairs. 



Tyler:"Iwillbeyourleadermydearbrothers.Chris,

getyourpastoruniformready.Thisisgonnabefun"

MaybeIwasbetterofwithoutanyfeelings.Thislove

shitcostsalot....

•••

[Bonga]

IwokeupinaplaceIcouldn'trecognize.Therewere

allkindsofalcoholbottlesaroundme.

"Lookatyoupartyanimal.Getup.Myparentsare

gonnabehereinanhour"

Itriedtogetup.MyheadwassoheavyIwantedto

hititagainstthewall.Shewasinherundies.

Me:"WhoareyouandwhereamI?" 

Her:"I'mBoipeloAndyou'reinRevonia.Whoare

you?" 

Me:"Bonga.HowdidIgethere?" 

Boipelo:"Idon'tknow.Youjustcamewithyourshare

ofalcoholanddancedlikeitwasyourlastdayon

earth"Ihonestlywishitwas.Ifeellikeshit. 



Me:"Didwehavesex?" 

Boipelo:"Ican'trecallmuchthathappenedlast

night"Icheckedmyself.Iwasstilldressedas

yesterdaywhenIleftthehouse.Shelaughed."Relax.

WeDidn't.Youpassedoutwhilestillkissingme" 

Me:"OhthankGod"sheraisedhereyebrows."No

offense" 

Boipelo:"Nonetaken"

Icheckedformybelongings.Theywereallstillthere.

JustR200missing,IassumeIboughtmorebooze

withit.

Isaidmygoodbye. 

Boipelo:"Yourcarjustgotwashed.Tipmylittle

brother"Inoddedandwalkedout.

Itippedthekidanddroveaway.Ismeltlikeatarven.

IcalledPaul.He'shelpingmetracedownHappy. 

Paul:"Zebra" 

Me:"AmusemePaul" 

Paul:"I'dlovetobutdudeitsabouttimeyou



swallowedyourprideandaskyourfatherstohelp

you" 

Me:"Notevenalittlebitoflead?" 

Paul:"Nope.She'sprobablyoutofthecountry" 

Me:"Fuck.Mydadsaregonnafreakingkillme" 

Paul:"Don'ttellthemyoutoldhertoterminate.Just

sayyoufoughtoveraminorthing" 

Me:"TheywillfindoutIdidtellhertoandkillme" 

Paul:"I'llbegettingmyfuneralsuitthen." 

Me:"Fool"

Ihungup.I'mnotreadytodie.Thisisallgogo'sfault.

She'smakingithardformetofindhersoIwillask

mycrazyassfatherswhowillprobablyshootme

deadwhentheyfindoutItoldhertoterminatetheir

grandchild.

Ihateithere....

[2/26,06:39]Zozaness:ChapterForty-Three

•••



[Khule]

It'sabouttimeIwentbacktothegym.ThefatiguesI

sufferlatelyneedmymusclestostretchabit.I

madethebedandwenttothebathroomtowashmy

hands.

Idressedupandwentdownstairs.Thetripletsranto

me. 

Me:"Doyouguyseversleep?" 

Khethelo:"Its9.Theyaresupposedtobeawake." 

Me:"Morning" 

Them:"Morning"

Me:"IsChrisatwork?"

Katlego:"Yeah" 

Me:"Tyler,KhethiweandQuinton?Wherearethey?"

Khethelo:"Tylerwentout.Khethiweisupstairs.I

haven'tseenQuinton"

Me:"Ok"IsatdownnexttoKatlego.Emiand

Khethiwecamedown. 



Emi:"Morningmorning" 

Me:"Ithoughtyouleftlastnight"

Emi:"Idid.Andcamebackinthemorning.Iwasn't

gonnaspendsuchacoldSaturdayalone.I'musedto

havingmybabewithme" 

Khethiwe:"WewillgobackhomeonMondaywena

mylove" 

Emi:"Ican'twait.Imisstv" 

Khethelo:"Butwehavetv" 

Emi:"TheonethatisalwaysplayingMrBean?No

thankyou" 

Welaughed.TheyreallyhavetakenovertheTV.

Khethelo'sphonerang.Sheansweredandgaveitto

me.

Khethelo:"ItsQ"

Me:"Sure"

Q:"Youdorememberwearetwinsright?"

Me:"Yeah" 



Q:"Andyoudon'twantmetodie?" 

Me:"Depends.Whereareyou?Whyareyou

whispering?"

Q:"I'mindeepshitman.IendedupatSam'shouse

yesterday.Idon'tknowhowbutI'mhere.Hetookall

ofthecarsoutofthegarageandhe'swashingthem.

Iwassupposedtoleaveat6butby5hewasalready

upandroamingaround"

Betweentwinsthere'salwaysastupidoneandthat

isQuinton.WhyonearthwouldheendupatSam's

house? 

Me:"Youareverystupidyouknowthat?"

Q:"Yep.I'mafool.Pleasecomegetme" 

Me:"No.I'llfetchyourcorpsethough"

Ihungup."Emigogetmyphoneupstairs"

Wearesupposedtogotheretodayandapologize

buthedecidedtobestupid.

Khethelo:"Iseverythingokay?" 

Me:"Yeah." 



Katlego:"Whattimeareyougonnagotothe

Nzuzas?" 

Me:"We'llprobablygotomorrow.BabNdodawillbe

comingwithus" 

Katlego:"Okay"

EmicamedownwithmyphoneItextedCalvinabout

hisbrotherwho'sstuckatSam'shouse...

•••

[Quinton]

Shekeptlookingatmeandlaughing. 

Me:"Thisisn'tfunny" 

Yoli:"ButItoldyouwe'lloversleep" 

Me:"Doyouunderstandthathewillshootmeifhe

findsmehere?Andwhydidyouallowmetostay

over?" 

Yoli:"Youinsisted" 

Me:"Iwasdrunk" 

Yoli:"Benisworkingsomethingout.Wegonnaget



yououtofheredon'tworry"

Me:"Ifitmeansburningthishousedownformeto

getoutofherewithouthimnoticing.Thensobeit" 

Yoli:"Wait.I'llburnapaperandyougonnatakeitup

thereandthealarmwillgooff"

Me:"That'scrazy" 

Yoli:"Hhaike.GobacktotheclosetIwannagoeat"

Me:"I'mstilldisappointedyouactuallylistenedtoa

drunkperson"

Shepushedmetotheclosetandclosedthedoor.

Myphonevibrated. 

Me:"Youbetterbecallingmewithasolutionof

gettingoutofhere"hewaslaughing."AmItheonly

onewhodoesn'tfindthisfunny?" 

Tyler:"You'reintrouble.Ofcourseyouwon'tfindit

funny.I'veorganisedfumigationteamtocomethere.

Yolibettertellhimnowthatthatherroomhas

roaches.They'llcomewithanextraworksuitand

thenyou'llalldepartaftertheyaredone" 

Me:"Thankyou.HowlongshouldIwait?".



Tyler:"About30minutes.You'resucharisktaker." 

Me:"You,KhethiweandYoliarestupid" 

Tyler:"Wethoughtyouwerebehindusforreal" 

Me:"Whereverman"

ItextedYolitomakeupastoryforthoseguysto

comehere.

Thisclosetisjustanotherroom.Ifitawigandspecs

topasstime.Shedoesn'tlikejewellery.I'venever

seenherwearingbraceletsorthosehugeearrings.

Sheonlywearsthosetinyones.Theonesthatare

forlittlekids.

Icameacrossherdiary.Itwasempty.Iputitback.I

openedanotherdrawertherewereherfacepaintings.

Sheseemstolikethisstuff.I'veneverseenher

wearinganylipstickotherthanred.Shehaslotsof

redlipsticks.Isn't2enough?

Women.Shehaseyelashestoo.Iopenedanother

one.ThischildneedsGodhimself.

Shecamein. 

Yoli:"Whatareyoudoing?" 



Me:"Whydoyouhavethesebondagethings?" 

Yoli:"Forthefuture"

Me:"Yolanda" 

Yoli:"Yesbaby?"

Me:"Whyisyourmindsowild?"

Yoli:"BecauseIdon'twantaboringsexlifeQuinton."

Sheclosedthedrawer."Mydadboughtthestoryand

he'sveryallergictothosechemicalssohe'sgetting

readytogotohisfriend'splace." 

Me:"ThatisthebestnewsI'veheardallday.Were

youthatconvincing?" 

Yoli:"No.Nqabaistheonethatcamedownand

spoketohim" 

Me:"Who'sthat?"

Yoli:"Itsmycousin"

"Yoli!"Ifroze. 

Yoli:"Chill.That'sBen"

Shewalkedout. 



Ben:"Let'sperformthatmagiconyou" 

Yoli:"Qwon'tfithere"

Ben:"Welldoeshehaveachoice?"Ipeepedthrough.

He'scrazy.Hebroughtasuitcase.Whatonearthis

heevenwearing?

"Yoli.You'regettingnewmoreclotheswhileyou

haveanimalsinhere?"Shit!

Ituckedmyselfamongstclothes. 

Yoli:"OhI'mattendingaveryimportanteventlaterI

havetofitthesedresses"

Nzuza:"Ok.Makebiscuitsforyourfriendhere." 

Yoli:"Areyouleaving?"

Nzuza:"Yes.Don'tcookwe'llgoout" 

Yoli:"Okaybye"

Iheardfootstepsfadeaway.Itookadeepbreath.

"Theyhavearrived"AmessagefromTylerread.

Yolicamein. 

Yoli:"Hehasleft.Come" 



Me:"Yousawhimgettinginthecaranddrivingoff?"

Yoli:"Yes.AndIcanseeyourfeet"

Icameout. 

Me:"Where'sBen?"

Hebudgedin. 

Ben:"I'mhere."

Me:"I'mgonnaneedyourcarkeys" 

Ben:"No" 

Me:"Whatareyouevenwearing?"Hepattedhis

blackafro. 

Ben:"Ididn'twanthimtorecognizeme."

Yoli:"I'llmakeyousomethingtoeat" 

Me:"ThankyoubutnoIneedtogohome"I

stretchedoutmyhandtoBen. 

Ben:"ThisisBenabuse."Hehandedthekeysover.I

leftthemstandingthere.IwalkedasfastIcould.

Waitingforabullettopiercethroughmyfleshatany

moment.Imadeitout.Ipassedthefumigationguys.



Ihadnotime.

Iunlockedthecar.Itwasparkedabitfarfromthe

others.Irushedthereandgotinanddroveoff.

IcalledTyler. 

Tyler:"Youdon'tknowhowmuchyourcallmeansto

me"

Me:"Iwon'tbeneedingyourserviceanymore.Thank

youthough" 

Tyler:"Aslongasyou'realive"

Ihungup.Ikeptcheckingifthere'snododgycar

followingme.I'mneverdrinkingagain...

•••

[Khethiwe]

OnlyGodknowswhereQuintondisappearedtolast

night.

Ifilledpopcornintothecontainersandwentupstairs

totheminicinema.

Kat:"Thiswinetasteslikewater" 



Khethelo:"Emiistakinghersweettime"

Me:"Themallisabitfaryouguys"Ihandedthem

theirpopcornandputEmi'sonherseat. 

Khethelo:"Thesesmellheavenly" 

Me:"Theytasteheavenlytoo."

Khethelo:"HasTylerheardfromQ?" 

Me:"Ididn'task.Letmeaskhim"

Khethelo:"Areyousureyouguyscameback

together?"

Me:"Yeah.HestayedbehindtospeakwithYoliand

then-" 

Kat:"What?He'sstillseeingher.Youwerewithher?"

Me:"Yes" 

Khethelo:"Andyoudidn'ttellus?Hecouldbelying

somewheredeadKhethiwe"

Me:"He'sfinewhereverheis" 

Kat:"SoYoliiswhoinvitedyou?" 

Me:"Yes" 



Khethelo:"WhydidyoulieandsaiditwasTyler's

client?"

Me:"Probablybecauseyouwould'vetoldyourmen

andtheywould'vecameandruinedthewholething.

Youguysshouldseethemtogether.Theyloveeach

other" 

Khethelo:"Yeahright" 

Me:"Andthatthingyousaidtoherinthebathroom

wasreallyunnecessary" 

Khethelo:"I'mtryingtoprotectthisfamilyKhethiwe" 

Me:"Maybethatisn'tyourplace.Youcould've

approachedherinanyotherway.Notthatone."

Khethelo:"What?DidIhavetotakehertoaspa

maybeandkneelandaskhertostaythefuckaway?"

Me:"Yesifthat'swhatyouthinkisbetter.Youcalled

hera19yearoldslayQueen.She's22,oldenough.

Andherfatherisfilthyrich.Whatisitthatyouthink

she'sactuallydiggingfromQuinton?"

Kat:"Youonhersidenow?"

Me:"No.I'monQuinton'sside.Youandyourmen



thinkitsonlyyouwhodeservetobeloved.Heloved

Chloeandshepassedon.HelovesYolinow.You

guysaretoofocusedonwhatNzuzamightdobut

Quinton'shappinessmatterstoo." 

Kat:"Whathemightdo?Hetookmeandthekids.

Tellmeifhetookyou.Wouldyoustillbebehindthis

madnessofarelationshipthatputseveryone'slives

indanger?"

Me:"Youaren'tdead.Nzuzakillednoone"

Kat:"Heslappedme!" 

Me:"I'msorrythathappenedbutguysYoliisn'ther

father.Ifyouwereinthesamepositionofbreaking

upwithyourmenwouldyoudoit?" 

Khethelo:"Yes!YouwentawayfromTyler" 

Me:"Later.AfterpeoplehaddiedandIwasgonna

comebacktrustme." 

Kat:"Nowyouunderstandwhytheyhavetobreakup?

Wecan'thavemorepeopledyingjustbecuase

someoneisinlove" 

Me:"Ifyouallneedsomeonetohate.Letthatbe



QuintonnotYoli.She'sjustslittlesweetinnocent

soul." 

Khethelo:"Ohplease" 

Kat:"MaybeyoureyeswillopenthedayNzuzasend

menwithgunstoattackusandTylerfallsavictim" 

Me:"LamufellavictimbutQneverturnedagainst

ourrelationship.SoyepIwouldstillbeontheirside

wearingmyblackmourningattire" 

Khethelo:"You'rebewitched"

Ipickedmyglassofwineandpopcorns.Ineedtobe

alone.

Ican'tstandthis.IbumpedonEmiatthedoor. 

Emi:"Areyouokay?" 

Me:"I'mgood.Ijustneedtoliedown"

Shenoddedandwalkedontomyroom...

••• 

[Tyler]

Thepaperworkgotfinalisedthismorning.Thehouse



finallybelongedtoJessica.

Shewasgoingfromroomtoroom.

ThefoodIhadorderedarrived.Thegentswere

comingovertoseethehousesoIorderedenough.

Icalledhertocomedowntoeat. 

Jess:"Thishouseneedsaredo" 

Me:"Andwhyisthat?" 

Jess:"Idonotlikethemasterbedroom'scolor" 

Me:"Ok"Yoliwilltakecareofthat.

Jess:"Youlookbored" 

Me:"I'mnotboredI'mhungry.Haveyoufoundthe

dress?" 

Jess:"ItsreallyhardtofindadressthatfitsasI

want" 

Me:"Itoldyouwecangosignandhavethe

ceremoniesafteryou'vegivenbirth"Calvinistheone

thatactuallycameupwiththatplan.Myheartwon't

letmehaveaweddingwithherfirst.Khethiwe

refusedthatwegetmarkednow.Shesaidshewants



herstobespecial.Donewithloveandpatiencenot

donejustbecauseIhavetomarryJessica. 

Jess:"WillIchangemysurname?" 

Me:"Ifyouwantyes" 

Jess:"Okay"

Weateinsilence.

Jess:"Imisssleepingnexttoyou" 

Me:"Metoo" 

Jess:"Canyousleepover?" 

Me:"Yeahsure."Shesmiledandhuggedme."My

brothersarecomingover"

Jess:"When?"

Me:"Today." 

Jess:"Wehaven'tevensettledinyet.Can'tyou

cancel?"

Myphonerang.Bonga.Ievenforgotheexists.

Me:"No.Youcanwarmthefoodupforthemwhen

theyarrive."Iansweredthecall."Ialmostwroteto



Khumbulekhaya" 

Bonga:"Mysinscan'tkeepmehome.Imessedup"

Me:"Whatdidyoudo?" 

Bonga:"ItoldHappytoterminateachild" 

Me:"Whosechild?" 

Bonga:"Mine"

Me:"Areyouondrugs?" 

Bonga:"Nobaba.Ihaven'tseenhersincethatday.I

havehiredPIsbutnoluck.Pleasehelpme" 

Me:"Howlonghasitbeen?" 

Bonga:"About3months"

Me:"Doyouknowwhataretheygonnadotoyou

whentheyfindout?" 

Bonga:"Yes.Iwashopingyou'llsoftenthemupfor

me" 

Me:"Nope.Comehomeandtalktothem" 

Bonga:"YouknowIcan'tdothat" 

Me:"Thenyoudon'twanttofindHappy.I'mso



disappointedinyou" 

Bonga:"Iknow" 

Me:"Comehome.IwantyoutobetherewhenI

speaktothem" 

Bonga:"Thankyousomuchbaba" 

Me:"Youoweme" 

Bonga:"Ido"

Wesaidourgoodbyes.The4darkmenwalkedin.

Myfather'sgenesareverystrong.IthanktheAngel

thatBenwastalkingabout. 

Me:"Y'allarequads.Sameheight,complexionand

everything" 

Calvin:"I'mjustmorehandsome.Greetingsmommy"

Jessica:"Hello.Howdidyouguysgetin?"

Calvin:"Asknoquestionshearnolies.Doyouhave

beer?" 

Me:"Yeahsure"Itookoutthe6packIboughtonmy

wayhere.Quintonwasjustlookingaroundlikealost

puppy.



Chris:"I'mstarving.TheladyIbuyfoodfromwasnot

atworktoday" 

Khule:"Whydidn'tyoutakealunchboxwithyou?" 

Chris:"Idon'tlikebread" 

Jess:"Youcangotothelounge.Iwillbringyoufood

justnow"

Welefther. 

Quinton:"Areyougonnaredecorate?" 

Me:"Shesaysso" 

Quinton:"Ifso.HireYoli" 

Me:"Ialsothoughtofher" 

Khule:"Youkeeplookingforwaystobringherin" 

Quinton:"She'sin" 

Calvin:"Nzuzaissogonnakillyou.Tomorrowyou

shouldstaybehind"

Chris:"No.HemustcomejustsoNzuzawillshoot

himifhefeelslikeshootingsomebody.Wheredid

yougetthegutstogotothatman'shouse?" 



Quinton:"Alcohol" 

Khule:"ItoldyoutosticktoCastleLite" 

Me:"Youshould'veseenhimtakinginrawgin" 

Calvin:"I'mworriedyoudidn'tseehimgetonthe

boot" 

Chris:"I'mevenmoreworriedaboutthatchildletting

yousleepatherfather'shouse" 

Q:"HernameisYolanda" 

Khule:"AchildYolanda" 

Q:"Khetheloisonly25.She'salsoachildbutIdon't

callherthat" 

Me:"Amen" 

Calvin:"Heystopit.Nzuzaisgoingtogiveyouguys

achance.Heknewyouweretheretrustme.SoChris

andyouKhulegetridoftheSatanthatpushesyouto

beagainstthisrelationship.Tomorrowwe'llalso

apologizethatQsleptathishouse" 

Q:"Nope.Don't" 

Khule:"Wewill" 



Chris:"Ijustgotmorehungry"

Hewenttothekitchen.CalvinandKhulewalked

outside. 

Me:"Whathappenedtoyourcheek?"

Q:"Calvinpunchedme."Thisoneisveryabusive.I

laughed. 

Me:"Iwould'vepunchedyoutooifIwasolder" 

Q:"Tsek" 

Me:"Dude!"

Hewenttothekitchentoo.

Jessicacame. 

Jess:"Yourbrothershavetakenoverthekitchen.I

willgoliedown" 

Me:"Okay"

Shedoesn'tlikethematall.Idon'tknowifits

hormonesorshe'sjustpureevil...

•••

[Katlego]



Thedoorswungopenaswecooked.Thesunhad

set.Imissmyhousenow. 

Luh:"Thisbetterbeworthit" 

Khethelo:"Iwasn'texpectingyousoearly" 

Luh:"I'mgoingtodinnerat8pm.SoyeahI'mhere" 

Me:"Anythingtodrink?" 

Luh:"Waterwillbefine" 

Me:"Areyoupregnant?'

Luh:"No.Iwouldn'tdare"

Ipouredherwater. 

Luh:"Youlooklikeyoukilledaperson.Outwithit" 

Khethelo:"WeneedtohelpusbreakQuintonupwith

hisgirlfriend"shefrowned."Theyshouldn'tbe

together"

Me:"Iwaskidnappedwiththekidsbyherfatherto

sendthemessageacross" 

Khethelo:"Weknowitstoomuchtoask" 

Me:"Itseithertheybreakuporwealllivemiserably



ordie" 

Luh:"Youguysaren'tstraightwithwhatyouwantme

todo" 

Us:"Fancyhim" 

Me:"Seducehim.Sleepwithhimifyouhaveto" 

Luh:"Hhebannabasadikelona.Haveyoulostyour

minds?Idon'tlikeQuinton.Itwasjustsex" 

Me:"Gethimtosleepwithyouthen.We'llmakesure

thatYolifindsoutandthenshe'lldumphim" 

Luh:"Youbotharewitches.Ican'tbelieveIwasted

mytimecominghere.Pourmewine" 

Me:"Wearebeggingyousis"

Luh:"No.TrythatwickedwitchNkule" 

Khethelo:"Yes!Whydidn'tIthinkofher?Thankyou

Lulama"sheranupthestairs. 

Luh:"Igiveuponyou" 

Me:"Wearedesperate,okay?"

Nkulewillbreakthemup.Iamcrossingfingers...



•••

[Jessica]

Tylerleftwithhisbrothers.Nobodyirritatesmemore

thanthosemen.Alltheyknowissmoke,eatand

drinkalcohol.

He'salwaystalkingaboutthem.I'mcompetingwith

themandalsowiththatKhethiwe.

Ihadjustfinishedbathingwhenmyphonerang. 

Me:"Hi" 

Mother:"Openthegate" 

Me:"Whereareyou?" 

Mother:"Atyourgate" 

Me:"What?Youcan'tbehere!" 

Mother:"OpenupJessica"

Ihungupandopenedthegate.Isawhercomingin.

Iputonshoesandwentdownstairs.Iopenedthe

doorforherandwaited.

Shecamein. 



Me:"Whatareyoudoinghere?" 

Mother:"Whyhaveyoubeenignoringmycalls?" 

Me:"Hewashere.Alsohisbrothers." 

Mother:"Taketheofferofsigningatcourt.Timeisn't

onmyside.Convincehimtomarryincommunityof

property" 

Me:"No.Thishouseisunderme.AftergivingbirthI'll

sellitandwepaySARSandtheremainingamount

willbeformeandmybaby" 

Mother:"Whatbaby?Therewillbenobaby.Iwant

youtokillitnextmonth." 

Me:"What?" 

Mother:"Don'ttellmeyou'recatchingfeelingsfor

thischild.Youwillbedivorcingthismanin8months.

DoyouthinkDenwillstillwanttomarryyouwith

someoneelse'schild?Don'tbestupid" 

Me:"Idon'twanthimanymore.Itoldyouthis"she

slappedme. 

Mother:"Doyouthinkthemoneywe'llliveoffwill

comefromheaven?Don'tbestupid.Whenweare



donepayingSARSyouwillgobewithyourrightful

husband" 

Me:"Ithinkyouneedtoleave"

Shewalkedaway.Shehasmadeeverythingtogetus

intoanypossibletrouble.IhadtomarryDenuntilI

foundoutIampregnantwithTyler'schild.She

suggestedIsayitsDen'sbutIcouldn't.Inowhadto

proceedtodatethisTylerjustbecauseI'mpregnant

withhischildandhe'smymother'sticketintopaying

SARSand50peoplethatsheowesonlyGodknows

howmuch.Nowshewantsmetokillthislittle

innocentsoulthatTylerissodesperatetohave.For

everythinghe'sdoing.Themoneyhepaidatthe

lobolanegotiationsIowehimatleastthisbaby
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[Quinton]

Ithoughttheyforgotaboutmebutimmediately



whenIsteppedineveryonerantotheirworkstation.

EvenNqobile,thereceptioniststartedtypingonthe

computer. 

Me:"MorningMiss" 

Her:"MorningMrDube.Howdoyoudo?" 

Me:"I'mprettywellthanks.IsMissDladlain?" 

Her:"Letmeconfirm"

Shetookthephonetoherear.

Marthaofferedmecoffee. 

Martha:"JustthewayyoulikeitSir" 

Me:"ThankyouMartha"shesmiledandwalkedback

towhatevershecamefrom. 

Nqobile:"SheisinSir.Youcangothrough" 

Me:"Thankyou"Iwalkedontothelift.

Itookasipofmycoffee.Whatawaytobeginmyyet

tobebusyMonday.

Ididn'tgetenoughsleeplastmight.IsnuckYoliin

around10pmwetalkedandtalkedandtalked.Idon't



knowwhenwesleptbutwewokeupat4andtook

herbackhome.Butbeforesheleftwelookedfor

dishesthatshegavetoTylerbutwedidn'tfindthem.

Iknockedandwentinaftershetoldmetocomein.

Shesmiled. 

Khethiwe:"I'mgonnadietoday" 

Me:"Noyouwon't."

Iputthepaperbagbeforeher. 

Khethiwe:"ThankyouMbuyazi.DidyouknowIdidn't

havebreakfast?" 

Me:"Yes.You'llmakeyourowncoffeethough" 

Khethiwe:"YesIwill.Wheredidyougetthatone?" 

Me:"Martha" 

Khethiwe:"ShouldYolibeworried?" 

Me:"Notatall." 

Khethiwe:"Good.So,whatisitthatyouwant?" 

Me:"Isitthatobvious?"

Khethiwe:"Unfortunatelyyes" 



Me:"Okay.Iwantyoutohelpmesetupacandle

lightdinner"shelaughed. 

Khethiwe:"Ilovewherethisisgoing.Areyougonna

doitathomeorhotel?" 

Me:"Atahotel" 

Khethiwe:"Ok.When?" 

Me:"Tomorrowevening.Shehastogobackto

DurbanonWednesday"

Khethiwe:"Ok.Iwillknockoffearlytodaythen.Ionly

have2meetingsfortheday" 

Me:"Thankyou" 

Khethiwe:"Letmeeatmyfoodthen" 

Me:"Letmeleaveyouintoit"

Igotupandleft.

IcalledthegirlfriendasIdroveoff.Itrangfora

while. 

Yoli:"Hey"shewaspanting

Me:"Areyoujogging?" 



Yoli:"Yep.Fromdownstairs.I'mjoggingawayfrom

dadandhisbrother"Ichuckled. 

Me:"Okay.Howareyou?" 

Yoli:"Fine.Wena?Didyousleepaftertakingme

home?Areyoudriving?" 

Me:"I'mgoodandyesIdidsleepandyesI'mdriving

andyouareconnectedtoBluetoothma'am."She

chuckled. 

Yoli:"Good." 

Me:"WillIbeseeingyoutoday?" 

Yoli:"Idoubt.MrsNzuzawillbebakingtonightsoI

havetohelpher" 

Me:"MeetmeatMandelasquareonthenexthour" 

Yoli:"Don'tyougettiredofseeingme?" 

Me:"Ido.Don'twearleggingsplease"shelaughed. 

Yoli:"Its15°Quinton.Ican'twearadress" 

Me:"Youhavestockings.Putthemunderneathanda

dressontop" 



Yoli:"Whatiswrongwithleggings?" 

Me:"Everything.Getready.Iloveyou" 

Yoli:"You'reveryweirdMrZebra.Iloveyoulikethat

though.Mydadcallsyouathug"Shelaughed.That

oldclown.

Me:"ButyouknowI'mnot.He'sjustbitterthathis

daughterlovesanothermanotherthanhim" 

Yoli:"We'llseewhenyourdaughtersgrowup.And

trustmeyouallaren'treadyforPhila"Ichuckled.

Me:"Wereallyaren't.She'ssuchachatterbox" 

Yoli:"Butsweet.Mydadiscallingme.Byeboo" 

Me:"Byesweetheart"

Ihungup.AmessagefromKhulecamethrough.I

viewedit.

"I'mgoingtoSam'stoaskforPhila.Wishmeluck"

Icalledhimback. 

Khule:"Weredidyoudisappearto?" 

Me:"ToseeKhethiwe.Whereareyou?" 



Khule:"I'mhome.Gettingreadytogo" 

Me:"Withwho?" 

Khule:"Chris" 

Me:"Okay.I'llseeyouwhenyougetback" 

Khule:"Whereareyounow?" 

Me:"Kylie'splace." 

Khule:"Okay"

Wesaidourgoodbyes.Ihadparkedonthedriveway.

Igotoutandheadedinside.

Theliftwasn'tworkingsoItookthwstairs.Worst5

minutesofmylife.

IwantedtodieasIreachedthe3rdfloor.Iknocked.

Kylie:"Whoisit?"

Me:"Ineedwater"

Thedooropened.Shelaughed.Shewasonthecall.I

walkedinandwenttothefridgetogetwater.

Kylie:"Quintonishere.Letmecallyouback"she

hungup. 



Me:"WasthatYoli?"

Kylie:"No,Ben.Howareyou?"

Me:"Dying.Who'syourlandlord?Ishetryingtokill

people?"Shelaughed. 

Kylie:"Theyarefixingit.Wewereallgivennotices

thatitwillbeoutfor3hours" 

Me:"Wow.Whatisforbreakfast?"

Kylie:"Raywillarrivewithitjustnow.Let'sgettoreal

business.Whatdoyouwant?"

Me:"YouweremyfriendbeforeyouchoseYoliover

me.Remember?"

Kylie:"Yesyouaremyfriend.ThatiswhyIknowyou

wantsomethingbecauseyoucould'vecalledifyou

wantedtocheckuponme"

Ifoundchipsonthecupboard.Iopenedthem. 

Me:"WellI'mheretocheckuponyou" 

Kylie:"Finethen.Tellmeaboutyesterday.Didn't

Yoli'sfathershootyou?"Welaughed. 

Me:"NobuthekeptcallingmeQueen.Toldusto



sharecansofbeersanddeniedusfood" 

Kylie:"No!" 

Me:"Yep.Beforeallthat,hemadeuswaitforhours.

TylerandIevenwenttomallofAfricatobuy

snacks." 

Kylie:"Ilikehim.He'smyhero" 

Me:"Yeahright.Andthenhetoldmetocometohis

houseandaskhimtotakeYoliout" 

Kylie:"That'sgood.I'msohappyforyouguys" 

Me:"Doyouhaveicecream?"

Kylie:"Yes"Iopenedthefridgeandtookitout. 

Me:"DoyouthinkyoucantrickYolitogoout

tomorrowevening?"

Kylie:"Youwannasurpriseher?"

Me:"Kindof." 

Kylie:"You'rereallyinlove"

Me:"Yes.Thisisthemomentof:Godreallyanswer

prayers.Itfeelssogoodtolovesomeonewithout



tryingsohard" 

Kylie:"OkayI'mgonnacry.I'msohappyforyouman.

Justtothinkyouweredoubtingherandcouldn't

evenpronouncehername"Ilaughed. 

Me:"When?" 

Kylie:"BeforeshecametoDurban.Youcalledher

Moli" 

Me:"Idon'trememberthat.TheonlythingI

rememberisIfeltsomethingforherthenext

morningafterIchasedherthepreviousnight" 

Kylie:"Youmyfriendisacrook.Doyouremember

youhadtomoveinwithme?" 

Me:"Yes.ButIcouldn'tleavehertheretobeonher

own" 

Kylie:"Yolimusttellthenameofthehealershegoes

to."

Welaughed.IlovehowmuchIloveher.Raycame

backwithallsortsofgoodies.ThisiswhyIwillnot

behavingsexanytimesoon.Idon'teventrustthose

condoms.Apregnantwomanismyworstfear...



•••

[Khethelo]

Khulefinallyleftafterhoursandwalkingaround

doingnothing.Hewasanxiousthewholenight.

Icleanedupandwashedthedishesweusedfor

breakfast.Thishouseisbacktobeingtoobig.

Katlegoleftwithherkids.I'mleftwiththeseforever

eatinglittlerascals.

NkuleisNowheretobefound.Evenhersocialmedia

platformsnolongerexist.

IsawHawurunningin.ThankyouGod. 

Me:"Heyyou"hehuggedmyknees.Thegirlsranin

toofollowedbytheirmommy.

Ihuggedthemall. 

Me:"Iwasabouttogoupstairsandjointhetwins" 

Kat:"Ohwellyoucan'tbecausewehavetocookupa

stormforPhila'swelcomehomeparty.Lelowill

comewithherwholefamily." 

Me:"Whyisitalwaysus?Let'shirescatering



company" 

Kat:"Thatwillseemotherwise.Lelowillbehereto

helpus"

Me:"Idon'tthinkI'mupforcookingreally" 

Kat:"Whatiswrongwithyou?" 

Me:"Ican'tfindNkule" 

Kat:"Justgetoveritalready.Nzuzahasnowgave

themhisblessings" 

Me:"Still.WhatisQuintongonnadowiththatchild?" 

Kat:"Youneedfreshair.Quintondoesn'twantNkule.

Helovesthatchild"

Me:"Sincewhendoyouknowhelovesher?" 

Kat:"Sincelastnight.Hisbrothersarswillingto

toleratetherelationshipsoshouldyou"

Shewenttothekitchen.Mthocamedown. 

Mtho:"Morning" 

Me:"Ithoughtyouleftforschool" 

Mtho:"No.ButI'mgoingnow.Iwillgovisitmymom



today" 

Me:"Noyoucan't.Yourlittlesisteriscominghome

today" 

Mtho:"Littlesister?" 

Me:"Yes.Fromyourfather'spreviousmarriage" 

Mtho:"Oh.Heoncementionedhavingachild

youngerthanme.OkIwillcomebackthen" 

Me:"TellBongatoavailhimselfsincehe'snolonger

reachable" 

Mtho:"Iwillbye" 

Me:"Drivesafely"

Toleratetherelationship?TheyareallhighoncrackI

swear...

•••

[Khule]

Hemadeuswaitanhourtoday.Iguesswe're

makingprogress.

MrsNzuzaledustoherhusband'soffice.Wetook



seatsandshewentout.

Nzuza:"HowmayIbeofhelp?" 

Me:"Iwouldliketotakeyourgranddaughteroutfor

dinner" 

Nzuza:"Willyoubegoodtoher?" 

Me:"Yes" 

Nzuza:"Doyouhaveenoughmoneytotakeherto

themovies?Buyhernewclothesandchangeher

hairstyleeveryweekend?" 

Me:"YesIdo" 

Nzuza:"IdonotlikeyouDube.Youalsoknowthat

butIwillgiveyouachancetofatheryourdaughter." 

Me:"Youhavenoideahowmuchthatmeanstome" 

Nzuza:"Getapaperandapen"

ChristookNzuza'sfromhisdesk."Shedoesn'teat

beef.Shedoesn'tdrinkmilk.She'sallergictosome

fabrics,notsurewhichonesbutsheis.Shereadsat

9am,12pmand8pmwhenshegoestobed.She's

allergictodogsandcats.Sheonlyconsumes



bananainfruits.Hergreeksaladshouldhavenofeta.

ShehasherownspecialDrinEastLondon.When

shetalksyoushouldkeeptheconversationgoing,

herIQisabithighsotrynottogetsurprised

whenevershespeaks.Youshouldalsofindhera

goodteacherthatwillbeteachingherwhenshe'sat

yourhouse.Yougotallthat?" 

Chris:"YesIdid"

Shepressedanintercom. 

Nzuza:"Philasande.Khulu'sofficeplease.Itsurgent"

Howisthismanraisingmychild?

Thedooropened.Igulped.Shehaschangedso

much.Shekepthereyesdownuntilshegottoher

Khulu.

Sheisbeautiful.Justlikehermother.Ifailedtohold

backthetears.Imissedoutonsomanyspecial

momentsinherlife. 

Nzuza:"Doyoustillrememberhim?"Sheshookher

head."Lookathim"

Shelookedatusboth. 



Phila:"Whyyoustoppedcalling?"ShegotoffNzuza

andrantomeexcitedly.Ipickedherup.Wehugged.

Nzuzagotupandleft.Ihaven'theldherinyears. 

Me:"Iloveyouprincess" 

Phila:"Neverstopcallingme.Iloveyoutoo"she

movedoff."Younevertoldmeyourname" 

Me:"Uhm...canItellyousomething?"Shenodded

withasmilethatrevealedhertinydimples."Iam

yourfather" 

Phila:"Really?Imeanwhydidyoustopcallingmeif

youaremydaddy?"

Me:"Itwascomplicated.Doyoufeellikevisitingmy

place" 

Phila:"Canmymommycometoo?"Ilookedat

Chris. 

Nzuza:"That'sYoli.NoBarbieyoucan'tgowith

mommy"

Phila:"Butwhy?" 

Nzuza:"Becausemommyhasalotofthingstodo" 



Me:"Shecancomeactually."

Phila:"Thankyou.Youaresweet.CanIvisithim

khulu?" 

Nzuza:"Yes." 

Phila:"Pleasecomehelpmepack" 

Me:"ThisisdaddyChris" 

Phila:"HidaddyChris.Ihave2daddies?"

Chris:"Nope.Youhave5"shegiggled. 

Phila:"Iamtrulyaprincess." 

Nzuza:"Goaskmommytohelpyoupack" 

Phila:"PleasebeherewhenIcomeback" 

Me:"Wearenotgoinganywhere"

Shegotoffandranout. 

Nzuza:"Youcanspendasmuchtimeasyoulike

withher.Iwillfetchherwhenwecomebackfrom

ourfirstevervacationwithoutourlittleprincess" 

Me:"I'msorry.Thankyousomuchforthis"

Henoddedandwentout. 



Chris:"Finally"Itookadeepbreath. 

Me:"Finally"

ShecamebackwithYoli.Shegreetedusandtoldus

wearegoodtogo.

Chrisaskedmetodrophimoffatwork.Thebubbly

princesssaidshewantshotmilo.Thereisn'tanyat

home.Wedrovetothemall.

Yoli:"I'msorrymyfatherdidallthattoyou"shesaid

asshetookatrolley.

Me:"Itsallgood" 

Yoli:"DidKhethelocomeduringmysisteroraftermy

sister?"Ilookedather. 

Me:"After" 

Yoli:"Shehaseverseenherinpictures?" 

Me:"Whyareyouaskingallthat?" 

Yoli:"Becauseshedoesn'tseemtolikemeandI

knowitsnotonlyaboutmyfatherbeatingyouguys

upandabductingKatlegoandthekids.Itsmorethan

that" 



Me:"Hassheevertoldyoushedoesn'tlikeyou?" 

Yoli:"No.Butshedidtellmetostaythehellaway

fromQuinton.Iguessthatexplainsit" 

Me:"Maybeshewasjustmadaboutthedramathat

yourfathercaused" 

Yoli:"Letmehopeso"

WeboughteverythingthatPhilamightneedand

drovehome.

WefoundKatlego,LeloandKhethelo.

IintroducedPhilatoeveryone.SoonasItoldherthe

babiesarehersiblingsshetotallylostitandforgot

weexist.Iwenttothekitchentomakehermilo.

Khethelocamein.Shedidn'tnotlookhappy. 

Khethelo:"Ididn'tknowthatNzuzagivingthemhis

blessingsmeantshecancometoourhouse" 

Me:"Philainsistedshecome" 

Khethelo:"Philais4." 

Me:"Butthinksmorethana4yearold.AndYoliis

Quinton'sgirlfriend.Ofcourseshe'sallowedintothis



home" 

Khethelo:"Really?" 

Me:"Whatisgoingonwithyou?" 

Khethelo:"Nothing"

Sheranupthestairs.Ipouredthemilointoher

sterilizedcupandwenttothelounge. 

Yoli:"CanIgotothebathroom?"

Kat:"3rddooronyourleft"

Shewalkedup.

Lelo:"Peoplewhodon'tknowyouwouldthinkshe's

yourswithYoli." 

Me:"Thatexplainsthecreepystaresatthemall"

Kat:"Itsreallycreepy.Letusgostartcooking'

Theygotupandleft. 

Phila:"Maybeyouwillanswerthis.Wheredobabies

comefrom?"

Quintonpaused.Ilookedathim.Heshrugged.Phila

lookedathimthenatme.Shestoodonherfeet. 



Phila:"Shareyoursecret.Howdoyoudothis?" 

Me:"What?" 

Phila:"Splittinginto2" 

Me:"Thisismytwinbrother.DaddyQuinton" 

Phila:"Aren'ttwinsaboyandagirl?Likethe

babies?" 

Me:"No" 

Quinton:"Hellobaby" 

Phila:"OhmyGodhespeaks!Hellodaddy.Inow

have3daddies.Yettomeettheothertwo"she

huggedQ'sknees.Hepickedherup."Iknowwhois

who.Youhavehaironyourfaceanddaddy...what's

yourname?" 

Me:"Khule" 

Phila:"Yes.DaddyKhuledoesn'thavehair." 

Quinton:"Yeshedoesn't" 

Phila:"Doyouknowmymommy?" 

Quinton:"No.Doyouhaveapicture?" 



Phila:"Heresheis.Mommymeetmyotherdaddy.

HelooksexactlylikedaddyKhule" 

Yoli:"Hidaddy.HeindeedlookslikedaddyKhule"

TheyshookhandswithQuinton.Sheistheir

daughter.Iwouldn'tbesurprisedifshewantstolive

withthem. 

Phila:"I'vealwayswantedamommyandadaddy.

ComedaddyKhule.Let'shaveagrouphug"

Igotup.Wehugged.Shegiggled.

Ihaveneverbeenthishappy...

[2/26,06:40]Zozaness:TheDubeLegacyreloaded

ChapterForty-Five

•••

[Quinton]

IrolledoveruntilIreachedtheotherendofthebed.I

openedmyeyesandlookedaround.Shewasseated

onachairbesidethedrinkingcoffeelookingatme. 



Me:"Morning"shesmiled. 

Yoli:"Morning." 

Me:"Youwerewatchingmesleep?" 

Yoli:"Yes.Icouldn'tsleep" 

Me:"What'swrong?"Isatupstraightbeforeherand

tookthecupoutherhands.

Yoli:"Khethelo."

OnlyGodknowswhatiswrongwiththatone.She

wasnastythroughoutthedinnerlastnight. 

Me:"Khulesaidhe'lltalktoher" 

Yoli:"DoyouknowwhatwillhappenifPhilatells

Khuluoneofthemothersshoutedather?" 

Me:"Khuleisgonnatalktoher.Itwillneverhappen

again" 

Yoli:"Ishouldbegoinghometoday" 

Me:"Yeahyoushould" 

Shefrowned."Imean...yourdadisgoingtobeatmy

ass"shechuckled. 



Yoli:"Iloveyou" 

Me:"Iloveyoumore.Comehere"shecameandwe

cuddled.Ihadfinishedhercoffeeanyway...

•••

[Khule]

Onlyalittlepersoncanknocklikethat. 

Me:"Comein" 

Phila:"Ican'treachthehandledaddy"ohyeah.I

stretchedandgotoffthebed.Icheckedthetime.It

wasonly7:30am.Nowtellmewhyissheup?

Iopened. 

Phila:"Goodmorning"shehadatinybowlofcereal

inherhands."Breakfast?" 

Me:"Whomadethat?" 

Phila:"MommyKhethiwe.Canwetalk?" 

Me:"Yeahsurecomein" 

Phila:"Myroomwoulddo.Mommyissleeping

right?" 



Me:"Yes" 

Phila:"Weshouldnotdisturbher.Sadpeopledonot

likebeingdisturbed"

Thisismetryingnottobesurprisedrightnow.This

istoomuchfora4yearold.

Ipulledthedoorclosedandweheadedtoherroom.

Phila:"Okay.Ihaveafewthingstoask"shehanded

thebowlover."Youcansitdown" 

Idid."YoucaneatwhileItalk" 

Me:"Ohokaythankyou" 

Phila:"Idonotlikethisroom.Iamaskingfor

princessbutterfliesonthewall.Iamaskingfora

purpleroom.IsawtheoneIlikeoninternet" 

Me:"Internet?Youcanuseinternet?" 

Phila:"Yesdaddy"shepulledsomethingbehindme.

Me:"Wait.Wheredidyougetthat?" 

Phila:"DaddyT."GreatTyler.Justgreat."Purple

princessroom"shesaidtothetabandsmiled.She

showedittome.



YoliwillhavetocancelherDurbantrip.

Me:"Itsbeautiful" 

Phila:"ThatshowIuseinternet.Ican'twriteother

namesbutIcansaythem.Istheporridgenice?"I

thinkKhethiwedidnotmakethis. 

Me:"Itisnicemylove.Let'sgomakedecent

breakfastnow"

Ipickedherupandweheadeddownstairs...

•••

[Tyler]

KhuleandPhilacamedown.Wewereallalmost

doneeating.Ihatetoseetheoldertwinstakeearly

retirement.

TheDubeattorneysisrunningsuccessfullybutI'd

rathersleepthroughouttheday.

Andtomakeitworse.Thereisthatdevilworshiper

inmylife.Shelivestotormentme.Shesaidsheis

notcomfortablewithbeingaroundmypeoplewhenI

invitedheroveryesterday.



Khethiwe:"Diddaddylikethecereal?" 

Emilaughed. 

Phila:"Hedid.Rightdaddy?" 

Khule:"OfcoursemybabyIdid.Morning" 

Us:"Morning" 

Khule:"WhereisBonga?" 

Me:"Upstairs" 

Khule:"What'swrongwithhim?Itslikehe'savoiding

us" 

Me:"That'sbecausehegotHappypregnantandtold

hertoabort.Reportssayhehasn'tseenhersince

thatday" 

QandChris:"what?"Wheredidtheycomefrom?

Bongacamedown.KhethiweandEmitooktheir

bagsandbidusgoodbye.ItoldPhilatogoupstairs.

The3darkmenwerestaringatBonga. 

Q:"Talk!"Bongalookedatme. 

Me:"Itwasnoworneverman"



Khule:"Tellmeifyouwantmetopunchthewords

outofthatmouth" 

Bonga:"Iwasscared"

Quintonslappedhim. 

Quinton:"IthoughtIraisedyoubetterthanthatman.

Findher" 

Bonga:"Itried.IreallydidbutIcan'tfindher" 

Chris:"Howlonghasitbeen?" 

Bonga:"4months."Khuleattemptedtoslaphimbut

Yoligreetedandtookafurtherdusteranddustedoff

thevase.

Khule:"Getout.Gofindher.Ifyou'renothomeby

7pmtonight.WhoauntoyoumyboyIwillcrashthat

stupidhead" 

Chris:"Ijustneedyououtofmysightrightnow

BongaorelseI'llhurtyou" 

Bonga:"I'msorry" 

Q:"Sorry?Youbetterprayshedidnotabortit

Sbongakonke.Youbetterpray.Nowgetlost"



Hepickedhislaptopbag. 

Chris:"Wherethefuckareyougoingwiththat?

You'reonlygoingtoneedyourphonetofindthatgirl.

FuckBongamarn"

Bongagrabbedhisphoneandrushedout.Yoli

disappearedtothelounge.She'ssmart.Shewasjust

theretoprotectthislittlemoron.Sheknewthey

wouldn'thavedoneanythingtohimwhileshe's

watching.

Me:"Nzuzawashere" 

Q:"Where?" 

Me:"Atthegate.Ididn'tlethim.Hethinkshe'sall

that" 

Khule:"Whywouldn'tyoulethimin?

Theintercombuzzed..

Chriswenttogetit.

Chris:"Itshimagain" 

Me:"JustmakePhila'sroomfootageappear" 

Q:"Aimarn.Lethimin"



Me:"Letmegoupstairsjustibcaseheshootsyou

guys" 

Khule:"AndnevergivePhilaaniPad.Shewants

butterfliespurplesnow" 

Me:"Purpleprincessbutterfliesyoumean?" 

Q:"Whatisthat?" 

Me:"She's4.Shewantsadramaticroom." 

Khule:"ThatiswhyIwillbehiringYoli" 

Q:"Hirehertoday" 

Me:"Why?Iamtheonethat'sgoingto" 

Q:"Itsjustatinyroom." 

Me:"likethesizeofyourbrain"

Igotoffthechairfastashecamechargingatme. 

"Yoli!!!"

Hestopped.Yoliappeared.Shelaughedwhenshe

sawQuintonbehindme.

Yoli:"Youguys."Shewalkedontothekitchen.

Me:"Whereareyougoing?" 



Yoli:"Tomakebreakfast" 

Us:"No!"

Welookedateachother. 

Khule:"YoucanwatchyourSofia"shereallywas

watchingsofia.Ilaughed.

Calvincamedown.Ithoughtheleft. 

Calvin:"MaNzuzamorning" 

Yoli:"Goodmorninghowareyou?" 

Calvin:"I'mprettywellthanks.Howaboutyourself?" 

Yoli:"I'mgoodthankyou.Mayyoupleasego

upstairsforawhile?Iwannagossipwithmy

brothers" 

Yolinoddedandwent.Icouldn'tbehappier.Ilove

gossip.

Calvin:"Areyougoingtostandthereoryou'llcome

joinus?"IreallywantthisgossipbutalsoIdon't

wantNzuzatoshootme.Whatistakinghimsolong

anyway.

Iwenttotakeaseat. 



Khule:"Areweintrouble?" 

Calvin:"Iwantyoualltoseatthesewomendown.

ThetensionIfeltonthattablelastnightwashorrible.

DidyouspeaktoKhethelo?" 

Khule:"YesIdidbutsheriddledthroughthewhole

conversation.Sheapologizedthough" 

Calvin:"Herbehaviourwastotallyoutoftheway.So

eachoneofyouwillseatyourwomendownandfind

outwheredidtheirspiritoflightingthewholeroom

withtheirexistencego"

Honestlyspeaking.TheydidnotgiveYoliandPhilaa

warmwelcome.

EveryonewasjustfocusedonthegrumpyKhethelo.

Myphonebeeped.Iamlate.Iviewedthemessage.

"Ifyoudonotsleepheretonightyouwillneversee

meagain"

Isighed. 

Chris:"Wewill" 

Calvin:"Good.Letmegothen"



"Isanybodyhome?"Thatsmycue.Ipickedmy

briefcaseupandfollowedCalvin.

Calvin:"Fatherinlaw" 

Nzuza:"YesMadonnaDube.Wherearemy

princesses?" 

Calvin:"Upstairs.Keepwell" 

Nzuza:"WhiteDube."Thatissupposedtobeme.I

noddedandwepassedhim....

•••

[Katlego]

IstoppedatthestaircasewhenIheardmensing

nationalanthem.Islowlywentdown.

Iclosedmymouthwithmyhand.ItwasKK,Qand

Chris.Yoli'sfatherwasseatingonthebarchair

watchingtheperformance.Iunlockedmyphoneand

videotappedthismoment.

Nzuza:"Okaydone.Nowsingshosholoza" 

Khule:"I'veneverheardofthat" 

Nzuza:"Okaysingrudeboy" 



Chris:"Whatisthat?" 

Nzuza:"Rihanna'ssong.Whatdoyouwannasing?

Justdanceatleast" 

Chris:"Idon'tunderstandwhyyouaremakingusall

dothis.Heistheonethatwantstomarryyour

daughter"ohmyGod!Hewantstomarryher. 

Q:"ChrisIwould'vedoneanythingKat'sfather

orderedustodoforyoutomarryKatlego.Now

please" 

Chris:"Katlego'sfatherisdecent" 

Nzuza:"Heywhere'syourwife?Ibroughtherapeace

offering.Twerk"

Khule:"Quintonwasright." 

Q:"Khuledon't" 

Nzuza:"Whatdidyousayaboutme?Gogetyour

wifeDrPhil"Ichuckled.

Chrisheadedup.Hesawme.Helaughed.

Chris:"Come" 

Me:"He'smyfavorite" 



Chris:"He'sstupid"

Wereachedthem. 

Me:"Goodmorning" 

Nzuza:"Isthishowyoulookandsmelllikeinthe

morning?" 

Chris:"Areyouflirtingwithmywife?" 

Nzuza:"You'redirty.She'smydaughter." 

Khule:"Thedaughteryoualmostkilled" 

Nzuza:"Iwasn'tgoingtokillyou.SheknowsIwasn't

goingto.Ibroughtyousomething"

Hereachedforsomethinginhispocket.Itookthe

box.Iopenedit. 

Chris:"Howisthisapeaceoffering?" 

Nzuza:"Tellmeifyoudonotlikeit"Iwasstillinawe.

Howdidheknow? 

Me:"Wheredidyoufindit?" 

Nzuza:"Ihaditremade" 

Me:"Thisisthebestpeaceofferingever" 



Q:"Whatisit?" 

Me:"Anecklacemydadboughtmeonmy21st

birthday.Ilostit.Itwaslimitededition" 

Nzuza:"Andhereitisagain." 

Me:"Thankyousomuch"

Thetriowaswatchingatuslikewealiens. 

Nzuza:"Okaygents.Twerk"

Khule:"Howlongdoesweedstayinthesystem?"He

whisperedtoChris.

Me:"I'llmakeyouguysbreakfast"

Nzuza:"CanIseemychildrenplease.Tellme

Quinton.WheredidYolisleep?" 

Me:"Emi'sroom"Qwasstillstammering.

YolicamedownholdingNgiphilefollowedbyPhila.

Yoli:"Baba?Whatbringsyouhere?"

Nzuza:"Mycar.Heypickles"hesaidpickingPhilaup.

Themenchuckledandfollowedeachotherout. 

Yoli:"Yougonnagivemealift?" 



Nzuza:"Whoeverbroughtyouherewilltakeyouback

home.Ijustcametoseeifyouguysareokay" 

Phila:"Mydaddyisgoingtobuymebutterflies" 

Nzuza:"Isit?Isn'tdaddythebest?GogoandIare

leavingforavacation" 

Phila:"Withme?"

Nzuza:"No.Youarestillspendingtimewithdaddy,

right?" 

Phila:"Yes.Ihave5daddiesand5mommies" 

Nzuza:"I'msohappyformylove.Letmego.Iwill

calllaterokay?" 

Phila:"Okay"

Hebidusgoodbye. 

Yoli:"Ithoughtyouwouldn'twanttobeinthesame

roomashim" 

Me:"YeahbutIactuallygetwherehe'scomingfrom.

Andbesideshebroughtmeapeaceoffering"I

showedherthenecklace. 

Yoli:"Itssobeautiful.I'mjealous"



Khethelostormeddown.ShesnatchedNgiphileout

ofYoli'sarms. 

Yoli:"I'msorry.ShewascryingIthought-" 

Khethelo:"Don'tevertouchmybaby"shesaidand

stormedupstairs.

Theroomwentdeadquiet. 

Phila:"Whyisshesad?" 

Yoli:"Someonestoleherteddy" 

Phila:"Pleasebuyheranewone" 

Yoli:"Iwillbaby" 

Me:"I'msorryaboutthat.Iwillgotalktoher" 

Yoli:"NoIwill." 

Me:"Iwillbehereifyouneedanything" 

Yoli:"Thankyou"sheleft.

Phila:"Icanmakepancakes.Bestpancakes" 

Me:"Really?Let'smakethemthen" 

Phila:"Whytheinternetdoesn'tanswermyquestion?

Peoplesayitknowseverything" 



Me:"Itdoesknoweverything.Whatisyour

question?"

Phila:"Wheredobabiescomefrom" 

Me:"Heaven" 

Phila:"YesIknowthat.Howdotheygethere?" 

Me:"Pleasepassmebacononthedeepfreezer

baby"

Shealsocanuseinternet?Ireallycan'twiththis

child...

•••

[Khethelo]

IputNgiphilenexttoherbrother.Idrankwater.

Iheardasoftknock. 

Me:"Comein"

Istartedmakingthebed.Shewalkedin.Isighed. 

Yoli:"Icametoapologize" 

Me:"Youdonottakesomeone'schildwithouttheir

permission.Didn'tyourparentsteachyouthat?" 



Yoli:"Mymistake.I'msorry."Shepaused."Thisis

aboutmysisterisn't?"

Me:"Idon'tknowwhatyou'retalkingabout" 

Yoli:"I'mnotSedi.Iwillneverbeher.Wemightlook

alikebutI'mdefinitelynother.Ifyou'reworriedthat

maybeKhulewillberemindedofherifheseesme

thenyou'rewrong.Ifhewantstorememberherand

misseshertrustmehemissedherbeforeIevengot

here.Whatyouaredoingiseffectingeveryone.The

wayyoushoutedatPhilayesterdaywasn'tmotherly.

I'msorryifyoufeellikeweareheretotakeyour

familyawaybutyouarePhila'smother,Iamyour

twinsister.I'msorryforwhatmyfatherputyouall

throughbuthecamearoundandI'mnotsaying

everythingshouldbeforgottenbutatleastbecivil

withme.Thishurts" 

Me:"Getout" 

Yoli:"YouareputtingQandKhuleinaveryweird

position" 

Me:"Idon'twanttorepeatmyself."

Shewalkedout.Thisismyworstnightmare.I'm



evenmadshecaughtitup.IknowheseesLesediin

her.Shewillbeaconstantreminderofher.AndPhila

ontheotherhand.IfeellikeLesedi'sspiritjust

movedintothishouse....

•••

[Khethiwe]

Nothingmakesmehappymorethanahalfday.

MyphonerangasIpackedup. 

Me:"Husband" 

Tyler:"Wifey.Lunch?" 

Me:"You'reverygenerouswhenyouwanttotellme

you'regoingtoJessica's" 

Tyler:"CanI?" 

Me:"Seriouslybabe.Youdonotneedmypermission.

Whereareyoutakingmeforlunch?" 

Tyler:"Timmons.Yourfavoriteburgerisonspecial" 

Me:"Iwillfindyouthere"

Thedooropened.Ichuckled.Ihungup. 



Me:"You'resuchacharmer" 

Tyler:"Iknow."Hegavemeflowersandpeckedmy

lips."You'rebeautiful" 

Me:"Youtoldmeinthemorning."Ismeltthe

flowers. 

Tyler:"Youlookedbeautifulthenandyoulook

beautifulnow" 

Me:"Oryou'rejusteasingyourconscience" 

Tyler:"Iambutyoutrulyarebeautiful.Ihatehow

muchyouknowme" 

Me:"Thenstopbeingsotransparent" 

Tyler:"CanIgetaquickie?" 

Me:"Ishould'veknown"

Ipickedmybagandranformylife.Helaughedand

followedme.

Wegotonthelift.Wekissed. 

Me:"Youknowtherearecamerasineverycornerof

thisbuilding?" 



Tyler:"Really?Let'sgotomyofficethen" 

Me:"IdonotseemyselfdrivingtoPretoriasorry

love"

Hespankedmyassaswewalkedoutthelift.The

stares! 

Me:"That'sinappropriate" 

Tyler:"Whatis?Grabbingit?"Hegrabbedit.Iwalked

faster,awayfromhim.Hechuckled.

WhyonearthdidIfallinlovewiththismoronoutof

allthepeoplethatwerehittingonme?

Heopenedthecardoorforme.Igotin.

Idon'tremembereveropeningthedoorformyself

sincewedated.

ItextedYoliifIshouldbringgin.Shecalled.

Me:"Heysugarplum"helookedatme. 

Yoli:"Youwantustodrinkinahousethathas

brotherCalvinandpastorChris?"

Me:"We'llchillbythebalcony"Irememberedabout

theirspecialdatelater.



Yoli:"I'llhavejustoneglass" 

Me:"Noproblem.Bye" 

Yoli:"Byesweets"

Me:"WegonnahavetodoMcD.IforgotIhavetoset

QandYoli'sdinnerdate" 

Tyler:"Theyaregoingonadate?" 

Me:"Yes.ImadeabookingatSouthernSun

Sandton." 

Tyler:"DotellhimIhelpedout" 

Me:"Ofcourse"hesmiledandincreasedthespeed

headingtoSandton....

•••

[Emi]

Mylifeisgoingthewrongroute.Bradaskedwetake

abreakandIdealwithmydemons.Idon'teven

knowhowto.I'veendeduponJason'sbed2times

alreadyandhewon'tstopcalling.

Ipackedmythings.Iworkedtilllatetoday.There's

nothinginterestingathomeormyplace.Thetension



athomeissickening.Whathappenedlastnight

totallyputmeoff.

Icheckedthetime.7pm.Therighttimetodriveto

kfcandgetwingsthensteersforburger.

Iwastheonlyoneleftonthisfloor.Igotonthelift.

Mycarisparkedunderground.

Thereweren'tevensecurityguys.Irushedtoit.I

unlockedit.Igotinandwarmeduptheengine.Ifelt

likesomeoneiswatchingme.I'maveryhuge

coward.

Idroveoff.

"WhatifIwasakiller?"Iinstantlybraked.IfIdidn't

haveaseatbeltfastenedI'dflewoutthewindshield. 

Me:"WhatthefuckJason!Icould'vehitacaroreven

worse,ahuman!" 

Jason:"Hello" 

Me:"Iamcallingthepolice" 

Jason:"Thatwon'tbenecessary.Thepolicestation

isjustaroundthecorner"



Me:"Whatdoyouwant?" 

Jason:"You.Whyaren'tyoutakingmycalls?" 

Me:"BecauseIdon'tknowwhyyoucallingme" 

Jason:"Yousleepwithme,tellmeyoulovemeand

youdon'twhyamIcallingyou?" 

Me:"Thesexwasamistake" 

Jason:"2timesinarow?Keepitinmindwedid

morethan3roundsontheseoccasipns.Howisthat

amistake" 

Me:"Itwasjustsexokay.Stopcallingme" 

Jason:"There'snoneedforyoutokeepfightingit.I

loveyouEmi" 

Me:"You'reapsychoJason.Nobodywantstobe

withapsycho"

Jason:"ThatiswhoIamwithoutyou.Ifyoucould

justgiveusamonthtoseeifwestillgotit.Andthat

wasn'tjustsex"

Heopenedthedoor.Hekissedmycheekand

steppedout.



IreallysaidIlovehim.Iwasn'tundertheinfluenceof

sex.Ijustsaiditoutofthebluewhilewatchingt.v.

IfIlovehimthenwhatamIfeelingforBrad?

BecausewhatIfeelforbothofthemisn'tthesame.

Ihatemylife....

•••

[Quinton]

IwasstartingtodoubtthatKyliedidgetYolitocome

withher.Ithadbeen30minutesalready.

IcalledKyliebutitwenttovoicemail.

Iloosenedthetie.

Iheardgigglesandthenaknock.Finally.I'mnervous.

Isaidcomein.

Sheclosedhermouthwithbothhands.Kylie

laughed.

Yoli:"Ihateyouboth"

Kylie:"Iloveyoumore.Myjobhereisdone.Havea

greatnight" 



Me:"Thankyoumamakabunny" 

Shesmiledandwalkedout. 

Yoli:"You'resuchacrookyouknowthat?" 

Me:"Youlookheavenly" 

Yoli:"Thankyou.Iassumeyouboughtthedress.I

loveit.It'sbeautiful" 

Me:"Youmakeitlookbeautiful"

Shesmiledandfinallymovedforwardtomeandwe

hugged.WekissedbrieflythenIpulledachairfor

herandsatdowntoo.

Me:"There'sonlysnacks.Foodwillbeservedaround

7:40" 

Yoli:"Noproblembabe.Evenifthereweren'tthese

snacksitwouldbestillspecial.Thesettingis

heavenly.Whohelpedyou?"

Me:"TylerandKhethiwe.Doyouremembertheday

youtookashoweratmyplace?Thedayyouranout

wearingonlyatowel?"Shelaughed. 

Yoli:"Yes.Noneedtoremindme" 



Me:"YourememberWhatIsaid?" 

Yoli:"YesIdo" 

Me:"Imeantit"shesmiledandsqueezedmyhand.I

kissedhersandpushedthechairbackandknelton

oneknee.

Shelooked...idon'tknow.

Me:"Yolanda-" 

Yoli:"Whatonearthareyoudoing?" 

Me:"I'maskingyoutobemy-"shescreamed.Not

theexcitementscream. 

Yoli:"QuintonIjustrecentlylearnedthatmypaternal

grandmadiedofheartattackpleasethinkofmy

poorheart"shewastalkingtoofast.Evenherhand

wassweating.Itooktheboxofaringout.

Yoli:"OhmyGodhe'sserious."Shesnatchedher

handaway.Shetookherclutchandrushedtothe

door.Ifollowedher.Sheopenedandran.Inheels,

sheran!

IstoodtherewatchingherCasterSemenyaaway....



[2/26,06:40]Zozaness:TheDubeLegacyreloaded

ChapterForty-Six

•••

[Khethelo]

Calvincameout.Ipassedhimheadingbackinwhile

Yoli'scarstarted.

Iwentstraighttothekitchentogetwater.

IstoodtherebeforethefridgetryingtorecallwhatI

cametoget.Ifeltapokeonmyshoulder.Iturned.I

rememberedIneedwater.

Emi:"Theyareaskingforyou"Theyaretheleast

companyIwannabearoundwithrightnow.

ItookoutabottleofwaterandfollowedEmi.

IsatnexttoKatlego. 

Calvin:"Ijustrealizedwehavealongwaytogo.You

donotwalkoutonameetingMaNzuza.Ever!" 

Yoli:"I'msorryIwas-" 



Calvin:"I'mnotdone.Iwilltellyouallwhenitsyour

turntospeak.Ididnotcallthismeetingtoonlylet

youbothknowyouhavehumiliatedyourselves.I

calleditforyoutootomakepeace.Iaskedmy

brotherstospeaktoeachoneofyou.Didthey?"

Weallnodded."TylerdidKhethiwesaywhather

problemis?" 

Tyler:"Shesaidshedoesn'thaveanybutKhethelo

does" 

Calvin:"Okay.Chris?" 

Chris:"Shedidsayshehadaproblembecauseshe

fearedQuintonbeingwithYoliwillleadtotheterror

thathappenedatEstcourtbutafterItoldherNzuza

hadgiventhemachancesheputherselfishreasons

asideandshe'shappyforthem" 

Calvin:"Khule?"Helookedatme. 

Khule:"Shejustsaidshedoesn'thaveaproblem.It

hasbeen2weeksifI'mnotmistakenshealways

givesmethatsameanswer.I'vebeggedherinany

waybutshewon'tsayathing" 



Calvin:"Quinton" 

Q:"Shesaidshedoesn'thaveanyshe'sjustworried

aboutKhethelo'sattitudetowardsherandPhila" 

Calvin:"Well.Lelosaidshedoesn'thaveanyproblem

toobutshecanseethetensionbetweenKhethelo

andYoli.Doyouguysseewhatishappeningtoyou

bothisveryvisible?Tonightwearegoingtofixthis.

Khethelotellme,howdoyoufeelaboutYoli?" 

Me:"Idonotfeelanyemotion" 

Calvin:"I'mnotplayinghereMamnguni.What

happenedtheveryfirstdayyousawher?"Idonot

havetimeforthis.Thejudgementinalltheireyes.I

betIamthebiggesttraitorhere.Katlegoraisedher

hand."YesMamakaHawu" 

Kat:"Wewenttotheirtable.Igreeted.OnlyKylieand

Ben.AllIrememberwellisthatIwasn'tniceandI'm

sorry" 

Calvin:"Siyabonga.Iwanttoknowwhathappenedin

thebathroom?" 

Me:"Itoldhertostayawayfromourfamilyand



Quinton.Shesaidshewon'tbecauseshedoesn't

thinkQuintonwould'veriskedallourlivesifhedidn't

lovehersomuch.Shewasproudherfather

kidnappedmykidsandKat.Shetotallygotmemad.

Iquestionedwhatkindofawomanisshe" 

Yoli:"ThatwasafteryousaidI'ma19yearoldslay

queenwhocan'tkeepherclawsoffoldermen" 

Me:"Wellcanyou?" 

Calvin:"Khethelo!" 

Me:"Sorry" 

Calvin:"Ok.ThatwasbeforeNzuzaforgaveusright?

Letmejustsayyouwerestillangryheabducted

yoursisterandkids.Whathappenedafteryouheard

hewillnotbehurtinganyone?Thathegavethemhis

blessingsandlettingushavePhila" 

Yoli:"Iheardherbeggingsomeonetomakeitquick

andcomebecauseKhuleisnowallowingmetotheir

homethatmeansthisrelationshipisgoingfar"I

lookedather."Yes.Iheardyou.Thedoorwasn't

closed.That'swhenIrealizedthiswasdeeper"



Khulehadhisheadfacingdown.Theydonot

understand!

Calvin:"Isittrue?"Inoddedandlookedaway."We

areyourfamilyKhethelo.Youmeanoutofallthese

peoplenoneofthemyouhadtoconfideinabout

yourproblem.Notevenyourhusband?"

Me:"Hewouldn'thaveunderstood.Hewould've

thoughtI'moverreactinglikeallyoudoes" 

Khule:"SincewhenhaveIeverthoughtyouare

reacting?" 

Me:"Youwould'vetoldmeI'mseeingthingsand

preachthesameverseyoudidthetimeIfoundyou

watchingyourwedding'svideos"Tylergaveme

tissues.Iwipedmytears.KhuleandQuintonwere

lookingatmewitheyesfullof...hurt?Idon'tknow.

Myeyeswereblurrywithtears. 

Khule:"I'veknownhowYolilooksfor6monthsnow

baby."Hashe?Wherehasheseenher?

Me:"Iwas...IamscaredeverydayyouseeYoliyou

seeher.Thatwhentimegoesonyougoingtostart

lovingherandabandonme.Andwhenyoubrought



Philahomeitjustgotworse.IjustassumedIwillnot

beneededanymore.IfeltthepresenceofLesedi.I

feltlikeyougoingtomissherandendupfilingfor

divorce.IknowIdon'tmakesensebutthat'showI

feel"

Ifelthimhugmein.Ididn'tseehimcoming. 

Khule:"Ifyoutrustedmeitwouldn'thavegottenthis

far.YouwouldbesurprisedifItoldyounotforeven

asingledayIeversawYoliandthoughtofLesedi.

EvenwhenIsawPhilaIonlyrealizedshelooksabit

likehernowandthatwasit.IloveLesedibutshe

passedon,howIloveherisdifferentfromhowIlove

you.Youarenotherreplacement.Iloveyou

Khethelo.YoliisQ's.Itcanbeabittraumaforyou

seeingthemtogetherandInowunderstandbutIgot

you.NothingwilleverchangehowIfeelaboutyou.

EvenifsherosefromdeathnothingwouldChange.

NooffenseYoli"shelaughed.

Yoli:"Nonetaken"

Itfeltlikeahugeweighthadbeentakenoffmy

shoulders. 



Calvin:"Wearesorryyouhadtogothroughallthat" 

Me:"ItsOkay.I'msorryYoli" 

Yoli:"Youowemeanicecreamdate" 

Me:"Afterhere"shechuckled.Lookslikeeveryone

wascryinghere.

Yoli:"I'malsosorry.I'mlookingforwardintoknowing

youagain"

Me:"I'mdeeplysorry.AndI'malsolookingforward

toit" 

Quinton:"Whew!" 

Me:"Youbothareveryterribleatproblemsolving" 

Yoli:"Veryhorrible.Whatifweweregonnakilleach

otheratBali?" 

Khule:"Youwould've?" 

Calvin:"Whatwouldyoubeendoingthere?" 

Me:"Apparentlywehadtogotheretofixour

relationship" 

Calvinlookedatthem. 



Khule:"Whatdidyouwantustodo?" 

Calvin:"Sitdownandtalk!" 

Quinton:"Wedon'tlikethat" 

Yoli:"Theygaveusanultimatum"

Khule:"Noneedtobenoseyaboutit" 

Me:"Didn'tyou?" 

Q:"Itwashisidea" 

Khule:"Andyouagreed" 

Q:"PhelaIthoughtyouweresmart" 

Yoli:"Wearenowalone"Ilookedaround.We

laughed.Wherehavetheygoneto?

Khule:"Ok.Jokesaside.Youreallyokaynow?" 

Me:"Yeah.Prettymuch.MaybeIdidn'treallyhate

youthatmuchYoliIjustneedtogetthisoffmy

chestandreassurancefromyouhusband" 

Q:"Icouldn'tbehappier.ThankstoCalvin"

Yoli:"Yescauseyouhavepoorproblemsolving

skills" 



Q:"You'vealreadysaidthat"

Yoli:"I'llsayitagain" 

Khule:"CallMthotocomewiththekids" 

Q:"Idon'thaveairtime" 

Khule:"Doyoueverhaveairtime?"

Q:"Whyisitalwaysmetocallpeople?Whatdoes

yourphonedo?"

Igotup.Yolifollowedme.

Wefoundtheladiespreparingsnacksand

champagne. 

Me:"Isthisourdinner?"

Lelo:"No.Thisisforcelebration.Emijustordered

food" 

Me:"Celebrationforwhat?Youguysaredramatic" 

Khethiwe:"Hug.I'mnotconvincedyouguysarecool

now" 

Me:"We'llletthatcomenaturally"Itookyoghurtand

dippedinchips.



Kat:"Thisfeelslikeadream" 

Yoli:"Itdoes.I'msohappy.FeelslikeIjustsubmitted

amathematicsassignment"welaughed. 

Me:"Nowthat'satruerelief.Isanyonegoingtopop

thischampagneorwhat?" 

Tyler:"Yes"

Hisbrothersfollowed.Theysmelllikeashtrays.

TylerpoppedthechampagnewiththehelpofQ.

Theypouredusallhalfglassesandkeptthebottles

forthemselves. 

Calvin:"Tomorepeacefulandlovingyears" 

Us:"Cheers!" 

Calvin:"Okay.BongagotHappypregnant.Toldherto

abort.Sheranaway.He'sstilllookingforherthough"

Amenhallelujah!

Khule:"YoliandKhetheloareexpectedtohave

themselvesremovedfromthenewspapersbecause

weareverybusylookingforthemotherofourfirst

evergrandchild" 



Me:"Okay"

Theyleft. 

Yoli:"Whyareyousayingokay?"

Me:"Becausewewill"

Yoli:"How?"

Kat:"Wemighthavetokickasses"Yolismiled. 

Yoli:"Coolthen" 

Khethiwe:"Youallarefreaks" 

Emi:"Thisneedsgin"

Lelo:"What'supwithyouandgin?"

Emi:"Imissedmyperiods.AfterIshaggedJason"

shesaidandpouredginanddrankitasrawasitis.

Wtf?

•••

[Tyler]

Iwokeupearlierthanexpected.Fridaysaremyrest

daysIdon'tknowwhywasIup.Khethiwewasfast

asleep.Ididn'tevenseehercometobedlastnight.



WhenwecamebackfromdroppingYolioffthey

werestilldrinking.

Isawacockroach.Ahugeasscockroach.Igotoff

thebedandtiptoedtoit.Icaughtitandwentout.

Theirdoorwasslightlyopen.Theyhavemovedthe

tripletstotheirownroomIthinktheywantto

reproducenewnoisemakersandmeatfinishers. 

Me:"GoodmorningMrandMrsDubeelimthende"

Theystartled. 

Chris:"Manwhat'sup?"

Me:"Ibroughtyourcockroach"Itossedontopof

themandranout.IfoundPhilaheadingtothestairs.

"Excusememiss"sheturnedandrantome.Ipicked

herup. 

Phila:"Goodmorning" 

Me:"Yousmellgood" 

Phila:"Thankyou.Ibathedandsprayedmommy

Khethelo'sspray."

Me:"Wheredidyougetit?"



Phila:"Inherbag.HerbagisontheroomIsleptit.I

don'tlikethatroomeither"

Me:"MommyYoliwilldoyourroomsineveryhome

princessrooms"

Iputheronthecounter. 

Phila:"Ican'twait.Myhairneedsasalon" 

Me:"Doyouknowwhatyouwanttodo?"

Phila:"IalwayschoosewhenIgetthere.Willyou

pleasetakemetothesalon?"

Me:"Yeahsure.Whynot?Let'sfirsthavebreakfast" 

Phila:"Whydon'tweeatout?"

Me:"Youactuallyhaveapoint.Let'sgochange"

Wewentupstairs.Itookaquickshower.Khethiwe

wasstillasleep.IdressedupandwenttodressPhila

up.

Weleft...

•••

[Kat]



Ifinishedbathing.Iwantedtodie.IhateEmiforthis.

Chris:"Sleep.We'llorderin" 

Me:"Ineedtomakearemedy.Formeandevery

womaninthishouse"hechuckled. 

Chris:"Youguysaresomethingelse.WhatshouldI

order?"

Me:"Anythingspicyandhot" 

Chris:"Therearekids"

Me:"Ordermildforthem"Iwalkedoutheading

downstairs.IfoundKhetheloboilingwater.She

lookedworse. 

Me:"Youundidyourhair" 

Khethelo:"Idon'tknowhoworwhen.Where'sthat

demonofachild?" 

Khethiwe:"Iamlateforwork"shealmosttripped

andfell. 

Me:"Idon'tthinkyoucangotoworklikethat" 

Khethiwe:"Ihaveanimportantmeetingat10.Why

didyoutakeoffthebraids?"



Khethelo:"Idon'tknow.Ijustneedcoffeerightnow"

Me:"Whydidn'tyouusethecoffeemachine?" 

Shehitherforehead. 

Khethelo:"I'mstillwasted.Where'sYoli?" 

Me:"Didn'tsheleavelastnight?" 

Khethiwe:"Letmegobath" 

Q:"Morningmybeautifulpeople.Iwilltakecareof

themeetingmamaDube" 

Khethiwe:"Thankyouhubby.Ifeellikeshit" 

Me:"Yolileftlastnightright?" 

Q:"Yesshedid" 

Khethelo:"Haveyoucheckedonher?" 

Q:"I'llpassbyherplace.Stayinokay.Idon'twant

youguyscollapsingfarawayfromhome" 

Us:"Thankyou"heheadedout.

Calvincamedown.Hegreetedusandbidus

goodbye.Inowfeelterriblefornotmakingthem

breakfast.Iordereditviaubereatstodeliveritto



theiroffices.

Khethiwewentupstairstobath.Weremained

downstairsanddrankcoffee.EmiandLelojoinedus.

Theyjustmadecoffeeandsatdown.Wesatin

completesilence.

Me:"So.Youthinkyouarebaking?"

Emi:"Yes" 

Lelo:"Youdon'tlookhappythough"

Emi:"OfcourseI'mnot.Whowantstohaveababy

withthatpsycho?"

Khethelo:"Wereyounotonthepill?"

Emi:"No." 

Me:"Areyouguysbacktogether?"

Emi:"No.Itwasjustamomentofweakness." 

Lelo:"Youshouldbuyatest" 

Khethelo:"Ihave2inmybag" 

Me:"Youhaveanotherpregnancyscare?"

Khethelo:"No.Iboughtthemlasttime" 



Lelo:"ThisiswhyItiedmytubes"

Me:"Isn'tpainful?"

Lelo:"Notatall."

Me:"Iwanttotieminetoo.Chrishasbeengivingme

injectionsIdon'tgetandtalkingaboutlittlebabies"

theylaughed. 

Lelo:"Thesepeoplehaveaverystrongsperm.Go

test" 

Emi:"I'mscared" 

Khethelo:"Justgo"

Shegotoffthechairandleft. 

Me:"WhenisthatmonkeyJessicagivingbirth?"

Theylaughed. 

Lelo:"Youalsoimpatientforthemtotryforababy?"

Me:"Yes!AndIknowshewillcatchanditsgoingto

beahealthybaby" 

Khethelo:"Youguysneverevenaskedherifshe

wantstogotothatDr" 



Me:"Iknowshewillagree."

There'saDrthathashelpedmanywomenwhocan

notcarryfullterm.Theyallhavebouncingbabies

today.Andwhenthatuglyducklinggivesbirth.We

gonnaconsulthimandwegonnahaveanotherlittle

baby. 

Me:"Everyoneissopregnant.IfBonga'sgirlfriend

didnotabortthechilditwillbeagemateswith

Tyler's"

Lelo:"Idoubtshewould'vegoneawayifsheaborted

it" 

Khethelo:"True.HowcomeisYolinotpregnant?"

Me:"Condoms"

Khethelo:"Oh.Iforgotthoseexist" 

Me:"HaveyoueverusedacondomnjewithKK?"

Khethelo:"Nope."Shetookasipofhercoffee.We

laughed.

She'ssuchabadbitch...

•••



[Emi]

Thisisthescariestshit.Iputthetestsawayand

washedmyfacepassingtime.

After5minutes.Ipickedthetestsupwithoutlooking

atthemandputtheminmypocketandwent

downstairs. 

Lelo:"Whatdotheysay?"

Me:"Ididn'tlookatthem" 

Khethelo:"Hhaibo.Letmesee"Itookthemoutand

gaveher."You'reshaking".

Me:"Iwillcollapse"

Shelookedatthem,lookedatmeandthenatthem.

OhGodI'mpregnant.IleanedatKatlego.Icouldn't

keepthetearsin.WhyamIsocareless!

LelotookthemfromKhethelo. 

Lelo:"WearehereEmi" 

Me:"HowcouldIdothistoBrad?"

Khethelo:"Heaskedforabreaksojustgather

courageandtellhimyou'repregnant" 



Me:"ItsnotthateasyKhethelo"Katsqueezedmein. 

Kat:"Whatwasheexpectingwantingabreak?He

pushedyouintoJason'sarms" 

Lelo:"YouaresureitsJason's?"

Me:"Yes.IgotoffthepillbecauseBradandIwere

nolongerhavingsex.I'mfucked"

Khethiwecamein.Shenarrowedhereyesatme. 

Khethiwe:"You'repregnant?"Inodded.Shehugged

me.Sheletgo."Youaren'tthinkingofterminatingit,

areyou?"

Iamactually. 

Them:"Emi!" 

Me:"WhatamIgonnadowithababyyouguys?"

Khethiwe:"YougonnagiveittomeEmiplease" 

Lelo:"IamnotbluffingwhenIsayweareherefor

you.Bradwillgetoverit.Yourbrotherswillkeep

Jasonathisbestbehaviour" 

Me:"I'mscaredyouguys" 



Khethelo:"Don'tbe"

Theystartedlecturingme.Yohabigassheavybelly?

I'mnotreadyforthat.

Khethiwesuggestedwewatchamoviewhilewe

feastonthegreasybreakfast.KhuleandChrisonly

camedowntogetthefood.Nobodycantouchthem

whentheyarewatchingsoccerwiththeirbabies.

Wefellasleeponthecouchesandwokeupto

someoneshoutingournames. 

Yoli:"Thesearecoffeeaftermath.Wakeup" 

Lelo:"Childwheredoyougetallthisenergy?"

Yoli:"Iwokeupamdjogged.Idrankpillsandtreated

myhangoverwitheverythinginfrontofme" 

Kat:"Yourvoicecantell"

ShesqueezedherselfbetweenLeloandI. 

Yoli:"Iboughtyoutestsandicecreamandlotof

goodiesjustincaseitspositive" 

Me:"YouarelateyougonnabeMalumekazi"she

coveredhermouthandreachedforicecream. 



Yoli:"Here.Tamedownthetrauma" 

Khethelo:"I'llhavethesedonutswithchips" 

Me:"TheseareformeKhethelotu"

Khethelo:"Please.ArewestillgoingtoIndonesia?" 

Kat:"Whodoyouknowthere?" 

Yoli:"It'sthevacationthatwassupposedtofixour

relationship" 

Khethiwe:"Sonowyouwanttogowithoutus" 

Khethelo:"Thatisactuallyagoodidea.Weshould

goawayonvacation.Onlyus" 

Lelo:"When?Thatneedstobesoon" 

Yoli:"Today" 

Us:"What?" 

Yoli:"Yes.Let'sdisappear" 

Me:"They'dfindusinaninstant" 

Yoli:"Notifweusemyfather'scardtohireacarand

everythingelse" 

Lelo:"Ihatetosaythisbutitsgonnabefun" 



Kat:"Flighttickets?Accommodation?" 

Yoli:"Letyourslayqueentakeyouplaces.Itsgonna

bearoadtrip.Mpumalangaisnearandhasfun

activities" 

Khethelo:"Youarecorrupt.Letmegopack" 

Khethiwe:"Whyareyoupacking?Wewilltransfer

moneytoYoli'sdad'scardandshopassoonaswe

getthere" 

Katlego:"Emithisisgoodtherapyforyourstress" 

Me:"Iguess."

Theygotup.KatandKhethelowentupstairstokiss

theirbabiesthengotback.

Iwashopingthey'dchangetheirmindsbutno.We

werestillonourindooroutfits.Iwouldn'taskfor

bettersisterin-laws.Thesearethebest.

•••

°9hourslater°

•••

[Quinton]



Calvincalled.Hemademadbecauseeachtimehe

calledIthoughtitwasmyguys. 

Me:"Nyamazane" 

Calvin:"anything?" 

Me:"Nonothing.Yourside?" 

Calvin:"Thecctvfootageshows2menparkingthe

carattheparkinglot.Ihavegottheirnamesmy

guysarelookingforthem" 

Me:"Keepmeposted" 

Calvin:"Iwill"

Ifthosemonkeysaretheonesthattookmywives

theywillregretthedaytheywereborn.

Iwasbabysitting.Theywerealloutlooking.

Imust'vefallenasleep.Iwokeuptomyphone

ringing.Itwasprivatenumber.Iquicklyanswered.

AllIheardismusic. 

Me:"Hello?" 

Caller:"Heybaby.Themusicistooloudhere.Can



youhereme?"Isatupstraight. 

Me:"Yoli?Whereareyou?Areyousafe?" 

Yoli:"Assafeasroyaljewellery.I...Iwantedtotell

youthatyesIwillmarryyou.Nexttimejustwriteme

aletterdon'tdothatcandlelightthing.Itscaresme" 

Me:"Areyoudrunk?"Shegiggled.

Yoli:"Nope.Iloveyousugardaddy"

"Yolicomethemenareabouttostrip.Whoooo!The

Dubemencouldneverdothisforus" 

Me:"IsthatKhethelo?Whereareyouguys.weare

worriedsickaboutyou"

"Where'sthecameraEmi?"ThatmustbeKhethiwe. 

Me:"Yoli?Yolanda!"Shehungup.

Khule:"Youfoundthem?"Hesaidcomingin. 

Me:"Yes.SoundslikeTheyareinaclubwatching

strippingmen" 

Tyler:"What?DotheyknowIalmostgotshotlooking

fortheirstupidfaces?Givemethenumberthey

calledwith" 



Me:"Privatenumber"

IpickedPhilaupandwentupstairs.

100%surethiswasYoli'sidea...
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ChapterForty-Seven

•••

[Khule]

BythegraceofgoodLordweallmanagedtotryand

notfindthewomenasperwish.Lelowouldcall

everyhourreassuringustheyarestillokay.

Theycamebackinonepiece.Andnowmychildren

havebeentakenoffthebreastbecauseMamDino

saiditisnothealthytocontinuebreastfeedingthem

afterKhethelowentoutfor3days.

Yoliisherfather'sdaughter.Astohowheconvinced

thesewomentogo,Idon'tknow.

AndthenthereisPhilaandTyler.Onaverypeaceful

Saturday.Theydecidedtheygonnawakeeverybody



upwithkinkysongsandleft.

Khethelo:"Breakfastisready"Icloseddownthe

laptopandfollowedherdown. 

Me:"Where'sQ?" 

Khethelo:"Hedidn'tcomebackyesterday.Ijustsent

Liamtodeliverhissneakersathishouse" 

Me:"Atwhosehouse?" 

Khethelo:"Q'shouse" 

Me:"That'sodd" 

Khethelo:"He'swithYoli" 

Me:"That'sgoodthen.Iwillbegoingtoworkto

checkafewthingslater" 

Khethelo:"Iseverythingokay?" 

Me:"Yeah.Ijusthaven'tbeenthereforweeks.And

BongabeingabsentIneedtocheckafewthings"

shemovedhereyesawayfrommeandwiped

Ngiphile'smouth."Spititout" 

Khethelo:"What?"



Me:"Youdothatalotwhenyouknowsomething" 

Khethelo:"Youguysaretoohardonhim" 

Me:"How?Bylettinghimtakeresponsibilityofhis

actions?" 

Khethelo:"Doyouknowthathehired3PIsbutstill

noluck?Ithinkifyoureallywantthisgrandchildyou

willstartlookingforit'smotherbecauseBonga

can't." 

Me:"Hetoldyouthat?" 

Khethelo:"Yes.Babyplease;mychildhaslost

weighteven.Thisisweighinghardonhimtoo.He

wasscared,that'swhyhetoldhertoabort.Please

understandthat" 

Me:"Whatifshedid?" 

Khethelo:"Shewouldn'tbeinhidingsthandwasam.

YoumanagedtofindoutwewereinMpumalanga.

FindingHappywouldn'tbesohard"Ichuckled. 

Me:"Stopgoingthroughmystuffplease.Iwillget

myguysonthesearchingspreebutthatdoesn't

meanBongaisoffthehook" 



Khethelo:"ThankyouMbuyazi"shekissedme.

"Ewww"ohtheyareback. 

Me:"Wherehaveyouguysbeen?" 

Phila:"WewereatmommyKhethiwe'splace.Daddy

youwon'tbelievewhatshesaid"

Me:"Whatdidshesay?" 

Phila:"ShesaidIwillbethenextbossatherwork" 

Me:"Wowcongratulations.Let'seat" 

Phila:"Nothankyou.Iateicecream" 

Khethelo:"TylerDube" 

Tyler:"YoupromisednottotellPhila"shegiggled

andcoveredhermouth. 

Phila:"Iforgot.I'mkiddingdaddyIdidn'teatice

creamweatechickenburger" 

Khethelo:"Andnowyougoingtoeatyourdaily

cerealbecauseifyoudon'tyouwillbeweakand

neverbelikeSofia"thishowwe'vebeengettingher

toeatherfoodsbecauseGodknowswhatdoes

Tylerfeedherontheirtheirsecretdates.



Itfeelsgoodtohavesomuchpeaceinthishouse.I

wishwealllivedhere...

•••

[Katlego]

Iwokeupallalone.Thekidsalsoweren'there.Ihad

timetocleanandputallthelaundryonthemachine

andhadanicerelaxingbath.

Beingalonecanneverbecomparedtoanything.

"Babe?"Thatwasthebest6hoursofmylife.Poof

theregoesmygoodtime.I'vebeenonthistubforan

hourstraightandIwishIcanstayanextra30

minutes. 

Me:"Bathroom"thedooropened.Igotoutofthetub.

Hewrappedhisarmsaroundme. 

Me:"I'mwet" 

Chris:"That'sexactlyhowIwantyou"Ichuckled. 

Me:"You'reverynaughtydaddy"hesmirkedand

kissedme.Iswearheissoobsessedwithbathroom

sex.Hepickedmeupandsatmyassonthedresser.

Hewentdownlowwithhiskisses. 



Me:"Wherearethekids?" 

Chris:"Sleeping"hespreadmylegsapartandcame

backtokissmylips.Heinsertedhisfinger,Iflinched

inpleasure.Hesuckedonmynipplestoo.

Thisistheonlytimethisgenderisabletomultitask.

Ikeptbrushinghisheaddowntohisshoulders.I

havebeenonjailsinceIcamebackfrom

Mpumalanga.Sothisfeltreallyamazing.

Hewentdownandputmylegsoneithershoulders.

Oureyesmet.Wechuckled.Ishaved.LastweekI

didn'tlethimdoitbecauseitwasn'tshaved.

Hestartedworkingouthismagic.Ijustloseitand

moanlikeamadwomanwhenhe'sdownthere.

Hestopped. 

Me:"Whyareyoustopping?"Iwasnowbreathing

likeahairdryer. 

Chris:"Becauseonceyoucumyouwillloseallthis

energy"heslidhimselfin.Idon'tdothat!

IwishIhadthestrengthtotellhimthatnowbutthe

wayheplayshisguitarisasgoodashisfingerand



hismouth.

Iheldontohimfordearlifeashepoundedmehard

andfastandIgavein.

Heputhisonehandaroundmywaistandtheother

againstthewall.Hewentonforquitesometime.I

feelverypowerlessafterreachingclimax.He'sright.

Ifelthimtightenhisgrip.Heletoutasoftgroanand

huggedmetighter,panting.Itookadeepbreath. 

Me:"Iloveyou"hekissedmeontheshoulder. 

Chris:"Iloveyoumore.Iboughtbreakfast" 

Me:"Thankyou."Icuppedhisface.Hesmiled.He

tookmylefthandandkissedit. 

Chris:"Where'syourring?" 

Me:"Onmybox.Iwascleaningit."

Hetookatowelandcleanedus. 

Chris:"Ok.Yourmomcalled.She'saskingforthe

kids" 

Me:"Ifoundhermissedcalls.DidyoutellQ?" 



Chris:"Thatoneisunreachable.IwilldrivetoKhule's

latertolethimknow" 

Me:"Okbabe.Let'stakeaquickshowerthencauseI

willbegoingtoEmi'splace"

Ihelpedhimtakeoffhist-shirt. 

Chris:"Speakingofthatone.Whatiswrongwith

her?" 

Me:"Why?"

Chris:"She'sbeenactingveryweird.Ipassedbyher

placeyesterday.Sheseemedverydistractedshe

toldmeshequitwork.That'snotlikeher" 

Me:"She'safemale.Wegothroughdifferentphases

inlife.Itmustbeoneofthose" 

Chris:"WellIamworried" 

Me:"Don'tbe"

Iturnedhimaroundtoscrubhisback.WhyisEmiso

transparent?...

•••

[Bonga]



Ihavebeenallovertheplacelookingbutnoluck.I

amstartingtothinkshekilledherselfmaybe.Ifinally

gatheredcourageandwenttoherhome,Ifoundthat

theymovedoutinMarch.IhavePaultracingthem

downforme.

Ican'tbesleepinginhotelsforever.Imissedhome.I

punchedthecodeandthegateopened.Iwonderif

SisLinkycametoclean.

IcalledMthoonmywaytothedoor.Hedidn'tpick

up.Hehasn'tbeenansweringmycallslately.He's

notloyalatall.

Iputthekeyandunlocked.

Itwassqueakyclean.Lookslikesomeonehasbeen

herethough.Iwenttothefridgeandtookthewater

out.Idrankitallandcollapsedonachair.

Ihavenotbeenabletocommunicatewithanyone

above.Eventheleafismute.ThereisnothingIhave

nottriedbutitsnotworkingout.

"Itakeitshe'soutsidewaiting"Istartled. 

Me:"Baba?" 



Baba:"Yes.Issheoutside?" 

Me:"Uhm...I...she. Ican't"heraisedhishandtoslap

me.

"Quinton!"Heformeditintoafistandhitthe

counter. 

Me:"Iamtryingbaba.ReallyIambutshe'sjustno

wheretobefound" 

Baba:"TellmeSbongakonkewhywouldyoutellher

toterminate?"Iwentquiet."I'mnottalkingtomyself

dammit!" 

Yoli:"Wouldyoucalmdownplease?You'rescaring

him"

Baba:"Heneedstoanswerme.Why?" 

Me:"Iwasscared"forthefirsttimeeverIcriedwhile

thinkingofit."IamscaredIamnotfittobeafather.

IamscaredImightchooseanythingelsebutit" 

Baba:"I'vealwaystoldyou,youarenotthosepeople

Bonga.Youaremyson,nottheirs.Whathappened

then,weburieditwiththepast.Ihavehadnever

beenafatherwhenIgotyoubutIfigureditout.Tell



me,didIeverfailyouasaparent?"Ishookmyhead.

He'dnever.Notevenonce.Hewasalwaysthere

beingafathertokidshegotfromthrstreet."Now

tellmewhatmakesyouthinkyouaregonnafailthat

child?You'vealreadyfailedHappybutdonotfail

yourchild.Iamveryangryatyou.Iamsorryifyou

feltliketellingsomeonetoterminatewasthewayto

solveyourfears.Isetaverybadexampleforyou.Go

upstairsandrest.Iwillfindherandyouwillmakeit

uptoher" 

Me:"That'sifshedidn'tgoaheadandterminateit" 

Baba:"Idoubt.Justprayshekeptit.Askyourgogoif

shedidornot"Isighed.

Me:"Ican'treachgogo.IthinkI'mbeingpunished" 

Baba:"WellIdon'tblameherIalsowanttohityou

againstthewall"

Hewalkedtothelounge. 

Yoli:"Isthisher?" 

Ididn'tevenseehergetoverthisside. 

Me:"Yeah" 



Yoli:"We'vemettwice" 

Me:"Where?" 

Yoli:"DurbanandhereatFourways" 

Me:"Whoawhoa.Youtalkedoryoujustsawher?" 

Yoli:"Wetalked.She'spregnant" 

Me:"OhJesusthankyou.Baba,Yolisaysshe's

pregnant!" 

Baba:"Whoa!Babe?" 

Yoli:"He'stalkingaboutHappy"welaughed. 

Baba:"Youknowher?" 

Yoli:"Yes.Imetheratthebeachandthenmetherat

thateventwewentto.ShesaidshelivesinDurban" 

Me:"ThenIhaveabetterleadnow.Excuseme"

MyheartfeltalessheavynowthatIknowshekept

thebaby...

•••

[Khethiwe]

Gogo:"You'rehappyagain.Donotletanythingtake



thatawayfromyou" 

Me:"Iwon'tmylove.Iamcomingtoseeyounext

weekend" 

Gogo:"IwouldbesohappymyAngel.Ihaven'tseen

yourmothersincelastweek" 

Me:"Maybeherhusbandishome" 

Gogo:"Soyouareokaywithstayinghisfiance?" 

Me:"Perfectlyfine" 

Gogo:"Havetheysetthedateoftheirmarriageyet?" 

Me:"Idon'tknow.Tylerhasn'ttoldmeanything"

Gogo:"Pray.Justprayaboutitall."Iheardaknock. 

Me:"Iwillgogo.There'ssomeoneatthedoor.Iwill

callyoulater" 

Gogo:"Takecare" 

Me:"Youdotoo"Ihungup.

Igotupwiththebowlofcerealtoputitonthesink

andwenttothedoor. 

Me:"Hey"heattackedmewithahugandkissedmy



cheek. 

Me:"Ithoughtyouhadabusydaytoday."

Tyler:"Iam.Thisispartofit.Weshouldtakethis

hairstyleout"hetookmyhands."Andthesenails"I

frownedandsmiled. 

Me:"Igetboredgoingtothesalonalone" 

Tyler:"Luckyyou.Yougotyourselfahubby.Areyou

gonnagochangeor?ButIfindyouverybeautifulin

thislazyoutfit"Ichuckled. 

Me:"Letmegogetmybag"

Iwentformybagandcamebackonlytofindhim

eating.Iwishtoknowwheredoesallthatfoodgo

becausehe'sstillinshape. 

Me:"IwasthinkingIshouldvisitgogonextweek" 

Tyler:"Oh?" 

Me:"Yes.Ihaven'tseenhersincetheweddingandI

missher" 

Tyler:"CanIcomewithyou?" 

Me:"Thatwouldbeodd" 



Tyler:"Gogoisveryfondofme" 

Me:"TakeJessicaonavacation" 

Tyler:"Areyoureallygoingtovisitgogo?" 

Me:"Whatisthatsupposedtomean?" 

Tyler:"Whywon'tyouletmegowithyou?" 

Me:"BecauseIamgivingyouandyourbabymama

timetobond" 

Tyler:"DidIsayIwanttobondwithher?"He

snapped.

Me:"I'mnottryingtofightherebabe.Iwasjust

makingasuggestion"

Tyler:"Itdoesn'tsoundlikeasuggestiontobut

ratheranorder" 

Me:"I'msorrythen."

Ilockedandwegotonthelift. 

Tyler:"WhycanInotcomewithyou?"OhmyGod!

Me:"BecauseIwanttotalktogogo.Privately" 

Tyler:"Okthen.I'llbeathometoo" 



Me:"Andwanttoseemeevery2minutes?" 

Tyler:"Doyourealizeyou'remywife?Actuallyyou

should'veinformedmemaybe2weekspriorabout

this" 

Me:"WhatonearthiswrongwithyouTylerDube?I

justdecidedanhouragothatIwannagovisither" 

Tyler:"Iamcomingwithyou"heopenedmydoorfor

me.Igotin. 

Me:"Aslongas-" 

Tyler:"Endofdiscussion"heclosedthedoorand

walkedaroundtoenter.

Wedroveoff."WegonnapassbytheDronourway

backIneedtocollectsomebloodtests" 

Me:"Ok"he'sannoyingattimes.

He'sbeenallovermelikebadrash.Ineedtobreathe

withouthimbeingallupinmyface.Idoenjoyhaving

himaroundbutnotallthetime!

Whoa...doeshethinkImight...?Noway!

Me:"DoyouthinkIwouldcheatonyou?" 



Tyler:"What?" 

Me:"Yeah.You'vebeeneverywhereIam.Calling

every5minutessinceIfoundoutaboutJessica.You

thinkImightgoforrevenge" 

Tyler:"Iknowyouwouldn'tdothat" 

Me:"Whyareyouallovermethen?" 

Tyler:"BecauseIloveyou!You'remybestfriend.

That'swhatfriendsdo.Bealloveroneanother,bring

themlunchatwork,randomvisitsandallthat." 

Me:"Itlookslikeyou'rekeepingtabsonme" 

Tyler:"Youleftme.Thatscaredtheshitoutofme.I

neverwantedtoletyououtofmysightsincethen.

I'msorryifitstoomuchbutthethoughtoflosing

youshrinksmyballs"Ilaughed.

Me:"Youdidn'thavetosaythat.Iamnotgoing

anywhereIpromise"

Ihuggedhidarm."Getonthedrivethrough.Ineed

Mcflurry"

Tyler:"ThisiswhyIhatethisroute"



Ichuckled.Helookedatmesmiling."Iloveyou" 

Me:"Iloveyoumore."

Irestedmyheadonhisarm.Iamgladhe'shere

now...

•••

[Quinton]

AfterdroppingYolioffatherfather'shouseIdrove

toKhule's.

Myphonerang.Thisisthethirdtime.Iconnectedit

tothecarBluetooth. 

Me:"Nyamazane"

Chris:"Ithoughtyouweredead.Wherehaveyou

been?"

Me:"Myhouse.What'sup?" 

Chris:"Kat'smotherisaskingforthekids."

Me:"Ohok.Forhowlong?" 

Chris:"What'swrongwithyou.Sayno" 

Me:"Why?" 



Chris:"ShestillletsPitsovisit.Ican'thavemykids

aroundthatfool.So,Iwillgiveheryournumbersand

sayno"

Me:"Youwantmetobeabadperson?"

Chris:"Notentirelybutmakeupanexcuse.Say

you'regoingtoEstcourtwiththem" 

Me:"Iwillcallyoulaterman"

Ihungup.Whyiseveryonesoevilinthishome?

IarrivedatKhule's. 

Me:"Lookatyouboth.Socosyandbeautifulonthe

couchwhileyourkidspassedoutonthestairs"

Khethelojumpedup.Ilaughed."I'mkidding.Howare

youfam?" 

Khule:"Exceptthefactthatwehaveasstupidasyou.

Wearefine.Howareyou?" 

Me:"I'mgood.ChristoldmetodenyMrsMokgotho

thekids" 

Them:"Why?"

Me:"Hesaysshe'sstillfriendswithPitso" 



Khule:"Oh.Theycan'tgoifitisso"

Me:"Thenyou'retherightcandidateforthejob.

Whenshecallsyouwillanswer" 

Khule:"Withpleasure"

Hisphonebeeped."ItsCalvin."Hereachedforhis

iPad. 

Khethelo:"Didyoueat?" 

Me:"3hoursago" 

Khethelo:"I'llmakeyouguyssomethingtoeat" 

Khule:"Pleaseletitbemeat"

Khethelo:"YesSir"shewalkedoff. 

Khule:"Heybaby" 

Calvin:"Hheywena"welaughed.Iwenttostand

behindKhule."Ohyou'reheretoo.LetmeputTyler

andChrisontooandreadtheresponsefromSam" 

Me:"Whatdidhesay?" 

Calvin:"Bepatient"hechuckledandshookhishead.

"Ohheretheyare." 



Tyler:"WehavingmeetingsviaFaceTimenow?

Levels" 

Calvin:"Soguys.QaskedmetosendSamaletter,

askingforYoli'shandinmarriage.SoI'msittinghere

inmyoffice.Icametolookoutafewthings.Isent

himthelettertohishomeaddressandviaemail.He

respondedtotheemailwithjustLOL"

Hethencrackedoflaughter.Theyalldid.Iknewthis

wasn'tgoingtobeeasy.Notwhileweedisstilllegal

inSA. 

Me:"Sendhimaletterwithemojisnow" 

Calvin:"He'sdoingthisadulterythingwrong." 

Chris:"Ilikehim"

Tyler:"Don'tlooksadQ.Laughlikeyoulaughed

whenhemadeBabGedeandhisfellassitoutside

hisgateforthewholedaywhentheywenttopay

lobolaforLesedi" 

Khule:"Pleaseremindhim.Lolisbetter" 

Me:"Doyouguysknowhecandothisformonths" 

Chris:"Thatwillprovehowmuchyouwanthis



daughter.Weshouldsendtheseletterseveryhour" 

Tyler:"Iknowwhatheneeds.Heneedsafreshbabe

thatwillstripandtwerkforhim.He'sgoingthrough

menopause" 

Me:"I'llgohelpKhethelowithjuice" 

Tyler:"Shame.ByeQueenLatifa"

Me:"OkTaylorSwift"

Iwalkedtothekitchen.WhyonearthdidIfallfor

thatclown'sdaughterthough?...

•••

[Emi]

KatandYolibetterbeherewhenI'mheavyand

unabletowalk.Katcamebyduringthedaywith

goodies.Andthenaround6pmubereatsdelivered

meverygreasyfoo.Ifeelsopregnantitsnoteven

funny.

KatadvisedmetosendBradamessageandtellhim.

Idid.IwantthisguilttobeoverbythetimeIgive

birth.Hedidn'trespond.Itriedcallinghimbutitwent



straighttovoicemail.

IshouldmovebackinwithKhethiwe.Thisthingof

livingaloneisgoingtosendmestraighttoamental

hospital.

Iwascurleduponacouchwatchingtv.Ihearda

knock.Iturneddownthevolume.Theknock

persisted.Whocoulditbe?Peopleareasleep

around11pm.

Igotupandwalkedtothedoor.Iclearedmythroat.

Me:"Whoisit?" 

"Itsme"myheartbeatfaster. 

Jason:"Emi?" 

Me:"Whatdoyouwant?"

Jason:"Ineedtotalktoyou" 

Me:"Talk"

Jason:"Pleaseletmein.Iwillsayjustthisand

leave"

Iunlockedandhestoodthere.Lookingasdecentas

ever.



Isteppedasideforhimtoenter.Hedidn'tmovehis

eyesoffme.Igulped.

Me:"Talk" 

Jason:"Pleasekeepit"Ifrowned."Thebaby"Ifelt

myhandstremble.Ifailedtomaintaineyecontact.

Me:"Idon'tknowwhatyou'retalkingabout"Isaid

walkingtothekitchenarea. 

Jason:"IsawthemessageyousentyourIndian

boyfriend.IknowIamanutcase,Iknowcarryingmy

childisacursetoyoubutpleaseMaDubeIwilldo

anythingforyoutogivemethatchild." 

Me:"StayawayfrommeJason.Thisisn'tyourchild" 

Jason:"Iknowitis.AndI'msorryyoufellpregnant.I

willdoallthenecessitiesIpromiseIwillproceed

withtheshrinksessions." 

Me:"ThereisonlythingIneedyoutodo.Ineedyou

togivemespace.Andifyoumakeanyattemptsto

getanywherenearmeIwillkillmyself" 

Jason:"Emihle" 

Me:"Out!" 



Jason:"okayfine.Don'tcry,I'msorryokay?"

Iwenttothedoorandhelditopen.Heslowlywalked

towardsit.Hestoppedbeforeme.Iclosedmyeyes.

Hekissedmyforehead. 

Jason:"JustincaseyouchangeyourmindIwillbe

here" 

Me:"Iwon't"

Iheadfootstepsfadeaway.Islammedthedoor

closedandwentdownagainstitandbrokedown.

ThisisnotwhatIimaginedmylifetobe.Itis

definitelynotwhatIwantedformychild.

Ifeltseverecramps.Itriedgettingup.Theygot

worse.I'mnotsupposedtobefeelingsuchpains.

Unless...

[2/26,06:40]Zozaness:ChapterForty-Eight

•••

[Happy]

"I'minlovewithyouthere'snothingIwouldn'tdo,

catchabulletforyou.Aslongasyouwantmeto.I'm



inlovewithyou..."

Theradiowentoff.Istoppeddancingandturned. 

Pat:"You'redancing.Havingthebesttimeofyour

lifewhiletheDubemenhavefoundyou" 

Me:"What?How?Pat!"

Pat:"Thisisbeyondmycontrol.ItriedreallyIdid" 

Me:"Theycannotfindme"Herushedtothekitchen

togetmeaglassofwater.Isatdownonthecouch

tryingnottocry.Itooktheglass. 

Me:"Pleasegetmemyinhaler"

Theycannotfindme.Idon'twantthemaroundme

ormychild.EspeciallythatBonga.Iwantnothingto

dowiththatstupidexcuseofaman.

Hehandedmetheasthmapump.Iinhaled.Hewas

brushingmyback. 

Pat:"I'msorrybabe"Iwipedoffthetears.

Me:"Pleasebookmeaticket" 

Pat:"ToJo'burg?" 



Me:"No.Anywherefaraway" 

Pat:"Youcannottravelmorethan6hoursHappy

youknowthat.Theyweremeanttofindyou

eventually!You'recarryingtheirblood.Sooneror

latertheyweregonnafindyou" 

Me:"YoudonotgetitPat.Hetoldmetoabort.A

whole7hours,hestillhadnotchangedhismind.I

textedhimifhewassurehesaid'certain'.Nowtell

mewhywouldIwanttobefound?WhywouldIwant

thatmanandhispeopleclosetomybabyandI?" 

Pat:"Wellhispeopledidn'ttellhimtotellyouto

terminate" 

Me:"Ineedtobealone" 

Pat:"Okaygotoyourroom" 

Me:"Aloneinthewholehouse" 

Pat:"JustpretendI'mnothere.Iwillmakeyoufood.

Yourmomisgonnacallanytime"

Isighed.Iamnowgonnahavetobeinterrogatedfor

lying.Butheactedlikeaonenightstand.Itmakes

nodifference.



Myphonerang.Indeeditwasmymother.Iputiton

silence.Cantheworldgivemeabreak!

Andthesekidskickmeliketheyarepayingmefor

carryingthem.Iwantfrozenmargarine...

•••

[Quinton]

Whatawaytofindoutwegonnabeuncles.Every

yearsomeoneispregnantinthishome.

Alotisgoingonrightnowanditallneedssolutions.

Emidoesn'twanthercrackheadJasonnearher,

TylernolongerwantstomarryhisJessicaandCalvin

andKhulewenttoHappy'shome.TheHappyIknow

doesn'twantanythingtodowithus.We'rewaiting

onthemtogetback.

YolicamebackwiththefruitsEmiasked. 

Yoli:"Ididn'tgetbananalove"

Emi:"Thankyou.Thesearefine." 

Me:"Doyouwantanythingelse?"

Emi:"No.Iamgood.Ijustneedtogohome" 



Me:"YouwillstaywithKhuleandKhethelo" 

Emi:"No.Idon'twannabeaburden.Iwillsurviveon

myown" 

Tyler:"Nothappening.Youalmostdiedyesterday.If

itwasn'tforthatcaretakeryouwould'vebothdied" 

Emi:"Wellwearenot.Iwillkeepy'allnumberson

speeddail" 

Me:"Itsjustthemedstalking."

Khethiwe:"Iwillmoveinwithher" 

Yoli:"Iwillcomeonweekends" 

Me:"Youbotharemystars"

Shestartedcryingagain.KhethiweandYoli

comfortedher. 

Me:"ThedoctortoldyounottostressEmihle." 

Emi:"Idonotwantwhatthisbabyisabouttobring

intomylife" 

Me:"WewillkeepJasonawayuntilyou'refinewith

himbeingaround"I'myettoaskYolihowcomethis

isJason'schildwhileshewasdatingtheindianguy.



Thevisitor'shourscametoanend.Iwarnedher

abouttryinganythingstupidbeforeweleft.

Me:"We'redrivingtoChris's"IsaidtoTyler. 

Tyler:"Aretheybackyet?"

Me:"Idon'tknowbuttheysaidwe'dmeetthere."He

noddedandwepartedwaystoourcars.

Me:"Youaren'tusedtogoodthings.Whydoyou

alwaysrushtoopenyourowndoor?"

Yoli:"BecauseIdon'twannagetmyselfusedto

thingsthatmightnotlast"Iraisedmybrow.

Me:"You'reweird."

Idroveaway."CanIasksomething?IknowI

shouldn'tbutIamcurious" 

Yoli:"I'mpanickingrightnow" 

Me:"ItsaboutEmi"shenodded."Howisthatbaby

Jason's?"

Yoli:"ItsbeenawhilesinceshebrokeupwithBrad.

TheytriedworkingthingsoutwithJasonbutit

failed"



Me:"That's...itsfuckedup.Idonotfavorthisthingof

keepingJasonawayfromhischild.He'sanutcase

buthedoesn'tdeservethat"

Yoli:"Pityyoucan'tdecideonthat.Emihasmadeup

hermind.Hopefullyshewillcomearound" 

Me:"Shebetterdoitquick.Nochildshouldbekept

awayfromit'sparentfortheotherparent'spersonal

agendas.Itsnotright" 

Yoli:"True.Enoughaboutthat.Didmydadrespond

tothelettersyousent?"

Ifoundmyselflaughing. 

Me:"Yes.HesaidLOL" 

Yoli:"Huh?"

Me:"Yes.I'majoketohim.Calvinsenthimmore

letters,Idon'tknowifherespondedtoanyofthem" 

Yoli:"He'ssuchajoker"

Ilookedattherearviewmirror.Irealisedthered

tazzthatwasfollowingusonourwaytothehospital.

Bloodyimmature.



Me:"Isyourseatbeltfastened?" 

Yoli:"Yes"

Ipressedhardontheaccelerator.Shelookeratme.I

couldseeherfromthecornerofmyeye.Ijustkept

myeyesontheroad.

Ibrakedhardasthecarinfrontofmejusttookover. 

Me:"Fuckingmoron.Areyouokay?"Shetookadeep

breathandtookherhandsoffthedashboard

breathingheavily.

Yoli:"Yeah." 

Me:"I'msorry"

Isqueezedherhandandpulledover.Ihandedhera

bottleofwater. 

Yoli:"Thanks" 

Me:"Yougood?"Shenodded.

Myphonerang.Icheckeditis.Itwasanunknown

number.Iputitback. 

Yoli:"Youcananswer.I'mokay" 



Me:"Whoeveritis.I'llcallthemlater." 

Yoli:"Whyareyouspeedinganyway?"Ilookedat

comingcars.Thetazzwasnowheretobeseen. 

Me:"I'mrushingtothemechanic." 

Yoli:"You'respeedingwithacarthatisnotongood

condition?" 

Me:"Itis.MyothercaristheresoIwannamakesure

I'mnotlateforthemeetingathome.Needanything

toeat?"

Sheshookherheadanddrankwateragain.

Idroveon...

•••

[Jason]

Shehandedmeabeerandputdownabowlof

snacks. 

Luvo:"We'reoutofwinegums."

Me:"Doyoueverbringanyoryoujustalwaysclean

meout?" 



Luvo:"VisitorsonlybringthemselvesJay.What

movieisthis?" 

Me:"Silence" 

Luvo:"Putonsomethinglessscarierplease" 

Me:"Youwannawatchthosetoogoodtobetrue

movies?"Shechuckled. 

Luvo:"Whatkindofmoviesarethose?" 

Me:"Theromanticones.Theyarecrazy" 

Luvo:"Aisuka."

ShetookthetabandwenttoNetflix. 

Me:"Emiispregnant" 

Luvo:"Getoutofhere!Isthatwhyyouflewback?"

Shepausedandfrowned."Youdon'tlookhappy"

Me:"Shedoesn'twantmetobepartoftheirlives" 

Luvo:"Butwhy?Didyouguysfight?" 

Me:"No." 

Luvo:"Butwhywouldshetellyoushe'spregnantif

shedoesn'twantyoutobeinvolved?" 



Me:"Shedidn't.Isyncedherphonewithmy

computer.WhenshesentthatBradamessage.I

sawit"

Luvo:"Jason!" 

Me:"What?Ihadtoknowiftheystilltalk.Iloveher

Luvo" 

Luvo:"Iknow.Butthatdoesn'tmeaninvadeher

privacy.Maybeifyouactlessofafreakshewould

wantyouaroundher.Butifyou'restillinvadingher

privacyandshowingallthesecrazyasspersonas.

Shewon't"

Me:"Maybeshedoesn'tlovemeanymore" 

Luvo:"Shedoes.Maybe.Allyouneedtodoistobea

normalhumanbeing.Stopstalkingher.Sendher

flowersforstarters.Tellheryou'resorryaboutlast

night.Thoseflowersmustbeaccompaniedby

snacks.Pregnantpeoplelovefood" 

Me:"Isitgonnawork?"Shesighed. 

Luvo:"You'resuchadisappointmentfriend.Ifit

doesn'tworkwe'llbuyherababystroller.Ifitdoesn't



workwe'llbuyherawholefuckingcar." 

Me:"WhyshouldIbegtobeinmychild'slife?"

Shehitmewitharemote. 

Luvo:"That'swhatmadeyouloseherinthefirst

place.WhenshefoundoutaboutBiancayou

shouldn'thavegavehertimetocooloff." 

Me:"Ididbegher" 

Luvo:"Youknownothingaboutbegging.Youscared

herinstead.Nogoingallcrazyonthepoorgirl.You

gonnabeagentleman.Sendherlovenotes,make

suresheknowsyou'rethinkingofhereveryday.And

pleasedonotletoutthosecrazypersonalities

okay?" 

Me:"Ihavebeenabletocontrolthemagainlatelyso

worrynot." 

Luvo:"Good.Sendherasweetmessage"

Shepassedmemyphone. 

Me:"WhatshouldIsay?" 

Luvo:"Itshouldcomefromdeepwithin.Nowplease



bequietIwanttowatchthismovieinpeace"

"Rosesarered.Violetsareblue.Istillrememberour

firsticecreamdate.Iloveyouandthekid"

IgaveittoLuvo. 

Me:"Isitgood?"Shelaughed. 

Luvo:"Whathappenedtoyousweetheart.Youused

tobeveryromanticbutthisisn'ttoobad"

Ismiled.Shebroughtthephoneback.Ipressed

send...

•••

[Khethelo]

AprefectSundaytodoshoppingwiththelittleones.

Icoulddothisallday!

I'mbeingsarcastic.Mybabiesarenotbyfavouriteat

malls.Ievencutmylistshort.Imaginesingingyour

lungsoutatchurchandthenyouhavetoshoutat

this2.Definitelyaworkout.

"Whatasmallworld"Ohboy.Smile. 

Me:"Hey.Howhaveyoubeen?"



Simphiwe:"Beengood.Justneverheardfromyou

fromthatnight" 

Me:"Yeah.ItriedcallingbutIwasoutofairtime" 

Simphiwe:"Oh.Andyougotbackwithhim.Married

andhavekids"

Me:"YesIdid.Where'syourwife?" 

Simphiwe:"Wecallitquits.Itwasn'treal.Cutekids"

Me:"Thankyou.AreyoubackinSAorvisiting?" 

Simphiwe:"Permanentlyback.Ihavearestaurantin

Randburg" 

Me:"Congrats.Wemightpayavisitsomeday" 

Simphiwe:"Givemeyournumbers.Iwillsendyou

thelocation"

Ihesitantlytookthephoneandpunchedmy

numbers."Nextcustomerplease" 

Me:"Seeyouaround".

Simphiwe:"Itwasgoodtoseeyou.Takecare" 

Me:"Thanks.Youdotoo"



Hewalkedaway.Whew!

"Youneedtorushhome"

AtextfromKatlegoread.

•••

[Calvin]

Quintonstillhadnotutteredaword.Imyself

honestlyhadnothingtosay.Thiswasabsurd.

Khule:"Sohowlongshouldwewaitforthatuncle?" 

Mkhize:"He'sonhisway"

Averytallmanwearingaveryfancysuitmadehis

grandentrance.Hisshoesandwalkingstickmade

thatannoyingsound. 

Him:"Greetings.Ibelieveyouareallwaitingforme" 

Hispeoplenodded.Hesatdown.

Him:"WhichoneofyouisLamu'sfather?" 

IpointedatQ. 

Him:"MynameMuzikayise.Zanele'suncle.Iam

heretoaskformygrandchild'sremains.Ibelieve



Mkhizehasbrieflytoldyou" 

Khule:"We'veneverheardofyou" 

Uncle:"That'sbecauseIwasaway.NowI'mback

andIwantLamu'sremains.Thenerveofyoutobury

himinyourhome.He'srightfullyours!" 

Me:"Whoaoldman.Areyousayingweshouldhim

dighimupandgivehimtoyou?"Hesmirked. 

Uncle:"You'reagoodlistener.Imeanexactlythat.

Takemetoyourelders.Theywillunderstandme

better" 

Quinton:"Withallduerespect.Nobodyisgoingto

digupmyson.Yoursisterorhoweveryouare

relatedtoZanele'smothertoldmetofeedhimtothe

dogsifIwanttowhenIcalledinformingherthathe

passedon." 

Uncle:"WellIwasnotthere.I'mherenowandIwant

him" 

Me:"BothyouandZanele'shusband?I'msorrysir

butwearewillingtodoallthenecessitiesforhimto

berightfullyoursbecausewearenotgoingtodig



him"

Mkhize:"Whoareyou?" 

Me:"Itwilltakesomebodytodietointroducemyself

solet'skeepitatbeingunknown" 

Uncle:"Idonotwantyoutodoanything.Zanelehad

LamuwhileshewasstillmarriedtoNdlovu.Hefalls

underNdlovupeople" 

Qchuckled. 

Khule:"SoyouaretakinghimtotheNdlovus?" 

Mkhize:"Yes!" 

Q:"Ithinkitstimeforyoupeopletoleave" 

Uncle:"Wetriednegotiating.Nowwewillinvolvethe

traditionalcourt" 

Q:"Whyareyoustillhere?"

Hetookoutagun. 

Me:"Quinton" 

Q:"I'mgonnakillyou!Youcrawloutofthatfreakin

holeyou'vebeeninandyoucomeheredemanding



mydeceasedson?Youwanttoputhimupfor

sacrifice?ThatwhatthatNdlovudoesright?

Listeninghereyoufuckfaces.Neverstephere.Take

metothattraditionalcourt.Iwillkillyouall,along

withyourchiefsandking.Youdon'tknowme"

Khulestoodbeforethegun. 

Khule:"Putitdown"

Thefrozenchickenswerestillpinnedtotheground. 

Me:"Getlost!"

Theyfollowedeachotherout.

QuintonsobbedinKhule'sarms.IsawYoliand

Katlegoholdingontoeachotherbythestairs.

Itookoutmyphone.

"GetmentogotoEstcourtandguardourgraveyard.

Shootanythingthatgetscloser"

IsenttoCharles.IwillkillMrfancypantsmyselfif

hekeepspursuing.Whyishedenyingustopay

damagesandinsistsondiggingthechild?

[2/26,06:40]Zozaness:TheDubeLegacyreloaded



ChapterForty-Nine

*unedited*

•••

[Katlego]

Alothasbeengoingoninthishome.4monthshas

neverfeltlikeayear.TheypaidlobolatoYoli,we

travelledtoEstcourtforaproperintroductiontothe

family.Sheoutdidherself.Wewereallanxiousshe

won'tbeabletohandleallthatbreakfastmakingand

allbutshedid.

Sheistakingthiswifethingtooserious.Itriedmany

timestoconvinceherthere'snoneedtotakethe

kidsinbutsheinsisted.Nowwewillbetakingturns.

Everythingisgoingprettywellbesidethedemonthat

Ifeelisnowtooinvolvedinmymarriage.Nongcebo,

thegirlChrisismentoring.Sheevencomesintoour

homeandtakeallthetimethatmyhusbandshould

bespendingwithme.Itisonlybeenaweekbuther

presenceinChris'slifeisweighingonme.



Ipackedthesconesonacontainerandputitina

bag.Ihavebeentakingmymamfundisiduties

seriouslylately.Theboardmembersarealways

holdingmeetingsafterchurchandtheydrinkwater

alltheway.IdecidedIwillbakeeverySaturday

evening.

Thedoorbellrang.Iwenttogetit.NotonaSunday

Mariaocwebileyo! 

Nongcebo:"Hi.IsChrisin?"Oh?He'snotDrDube

anymore?Nice. 

Me:"Yesandgettingreadyforchurch.Howcanhe

beofhelp?" 

Nongcebo:"Oh.I'msorryIdidn'tknow" 

Me:"Nowyoudo.He'llseeyoutomorrow" 

Nongcebo:"CanIpleaseaskhimafewthings?" 

Me:"No.Couldyoupleasedomeafavour?Dress

decentlyaroundmyhusband.Ifyoukeepcomingto

myhousewearingthesetightsyoumightneverget

helpfrommyhusband" 

Nongcebo:"TheyaretheonlyclothesIownKatlego"



Okaythat'sit! 

Me:"Thenyoumightwanttogetnewclothesto

cometomyhouse.Gowell"

Iclosedthedoorandchargedbacktothecounter.

Chriscamedownallreadyforchurch. 

Me:"Ifyoudonotputthatgirlonherlane.Iwill" 

Chris:"Whatarewetalkingabout?"

Me:"Nongcebo.You'vemadehersocomfortable

she'scrossingboundaries" 

Chris:"Wasthatheratthedoor?" 

Me:"Yes!Wearingtights.Everyevening,itsher.You

mentorheratworkandalsohere.WhendoIgetmy

timeChris?" 

Chris:"Isthisaboutyourtimeoryoujustdonotlike

her?" 

Me:"Idonotlikeherbecauseshecrowdsmyhouse

andtakesmytime.Notmentioninghowshedresses

likeshe'sgoingtoCubana.Yourmentoringshould

endatthehospitalplease" 



Chris:"Yesma'am.I'msorryforbringingherintoour

home.Youjustdidn'tsayyoudonotwanther

cominghere" 

Me:"That'sbecauseyoudidn'task.Youjustcame

homewithher." 

Chris:"OkayI'msorrymylove.Canwegonow?" 

Me:"Yes.ShecallsyouChrisnow." 

Chris:"Butthat'smyname" 

Me:"Iknowwhyshecallsyoubyyournamenow.

Shewantsyou" 

Chris:"You'reoverreacting" 

Me:"No.Awifecantellwhenahoewantsher

husband.Youshould'veseentheattitudewhileI

spoketoher.She'supforachallenge" 

Chris:"IwillexchangeherwithDrZwane'sintern.

He'saguy" 

Me:"PraisetheLord!"

Wedroveout.Hekeptstealingglancesandsmiling.

Me:"Keepyoureyesontheroadplease" 



Chris:"Ilikeitwhenyou'recrazy.Wannapassby

McDonald's?" 

Me:"I'mnotcrazy.Ijustdonotwanttheselittlemen

snatchersclosetomyman.AndyesIwould

appreciateaMcfeast"

Hetookmyhandandkissedit.

Iwantnothingwithmyman.He'smineandmine

alone!...

•••

[Khethiwe]

Theglowofbeingtreatedwithcareandloveshows.

IturnheadswhereverIgo.Igetembarrassedwhen

peopleaskwhatdoIuseformyskinatwork.Like

wouldn'titbeweirdifIsaidIuseaman?

HusbandisgoodtomeandIwouldn'ttradehimfor

theworld.

Ihavebeenreceivingcallsfromanunknownnumber

butthepersondoesn'ttalk.Theyjusthangup.

Okay.IwasgladPhilaiscomingoverbutnowIwant

tocry.Thisduohasenergyfordays.Theycancelled



churchandsaidwegoingshopping.Godknows

whataretheyalwaysbuying.Ionlyboughtahatand

sunglassesbuttheirbagsarefull.

Phila:"Mommyareyouokay?" 

Me:"No.I'mtired.Aren'tyouguystired?" 

Phila:"Iambutdaddysaidwewillhavebreakat11" 

Me:"Iwillbedeadbythen"

Tylerfinallycameoutofthefittingroom. 

Tyler:"DoIlookgood?" 

Me:"Yes.You'rehandsome"

Heturnedaroundinfrontofthemirror. 

Tyler:"Thankyoumylady" 

Me:"Canwegogetfoodafterhere?"

Tyler:"Yes.Areyouokay?" 

Me:"No.I'mhot,tiredandhungry" 

Tyler:"Ok.Letmepayupandwewillgo.Philalook

aftermommy"

Hewenttopay.Ireallyfelthotanddizzy.



Hecamebackandwewenttoarestaurant.

Iorderedicecoldwaterfirst. 

Tyler:"ShouldwegototheDr?" 

Me:"NoI'llbefine.Itmustbetheheat" 

Tyler:"Takethisoff"hehelpedmetakeoffthe

cardiganandunbuttonedmyblouseforspaceofair.

Mywaterarrived.Idrankitup.Ifeltabitbetter. 

Me:"Don'tbesadyouguysI'mgoodnow.WhatAre

wegonnaeat?" 

Tyler:"Don'tyouthinkweshouldgettakeaways?" 

Me:"No.I'mfinenowreally."Hesighedandtookthe

menu.

Myphonevibratedfrommybag.Ireachedforit.

"Pleasemeetmeatcrossingaround6pm.Please

makesureyou'renotfollowed.IpromiseIwillnot

harmyou.Thisisamatteroflifeanddeath.Donot

letTylerknow.

Jessica"



Iquicklydeletedit. 

Tyler:"Iseverythingokay?"Itookasipofmywater. 

Me:"YeahI'mgood"

Igavehimaconvincingsmileandcalledawaiter

over...

•••

[Khethelo]

TryingtogetKhulekanitogotochurchhasbecome

amission.He'sonlyeasywhenhisbrothersarehere.

Katlego:"Ican'thelpmyself" 

Me:"Areyoutryingtogetusfatagain?"We'vebeen

workingoutlately.Wecheatonthedietthereand

therebutIcanspotthedifference. 

Kat:"Whocares.Wecan'tmissoutongoodfood"

Itookmykotaandtookoutthecampchair. 

Me:"Howlongaretheygonnabetheretoday?" 

Kat:"Hesaidanhour" 

Me:"I'msureKhulewantstodie"welaughed.Chris



askedhimtojointheboardmeetingtoday. 

Kat:"Doyouhavedata?Iwanttovideocallthese

women.IwantyouguystobeawarewhenIstab

thathoe" 

Me:"Whoa!Whoareyoustabbingnow?" 

Kat:"ThatNongcebo.Canyoubelievesheshowed

heruglyfaceinmydoorthismorning.Wearinga

tightandasportsbra.Iswearshewantstoworkout

myman" 

Me:"Shutup!Thenerveofher" 

Kat:"Heybasadi.Lelo,haveyoubeenworkingout?" 

Lelo:"Yes.Bedroomexercise"welaughed. 

Me:"Weren'tyouguysatchurch?" 

Lelo:"Wewere.Wejustcameback." 

Me:"Youguysarewild." 

Khethiwe:"Iwasnappingyouguys.Who'sdying?" 

Kat:"Nongcebo.Whyisn'tYolianswering?" 

Khethelo:"WhoisNongcebo?"



Yolianswered.Ilaughed.Shewaswithhersquad. 

Kat:"Arewetheonlyonesthatwenttochurch

today?" 

Yoli:"Wejustcamebackandtakinganap" 

Me:"Sotheyfellasleepalloveryou?" 

Yoli:"Yes.AndI'mscaredtomovetheywillwakeup.

What'sthegossip?" 

Kat:"There'sawitchinmymarriage"

Theyallgasped. 

Lelo:"AreyouandChrisfighting?" 

Kat:"Nobutshe'stoocomfortable.Thenewinternat

thehospital.He'smentoringher.Mondaynoonhe

camewithher;saidthereisabooktheyneedinhis

study.Sincefromthenthey'vebeencominghome

afterworkandI'vebeenplayingthegoodwife

servingthemsconesandjuice.Shecamethis

morning,shesaidshe'slookingforChris.Just

SaturdaynightshewasaddressinghimasDrDube.

Whatcouldthatmean?"

Khethiwe:"Thatshe'sgettingtoocomfortable" 



Kat:"HenceIshouldstabthatcleavageshe'salways

exposing"

Lelo:"Nostabbingplease.Haveyouspokento

Chris?" 

Kat:"Idid.HethinksitscutethatIdon'twantherin

myhouse" 

Me:"Chrisisnotacheater" 

Kat:"Idon'tknowthat." 

Lelo:"Talktohimagaintonightokay.Idon'tthinkhe

seesherlikethatthough" 

Me:"Hedoesn't.Heworksinafemaledominated

placeifhewasacheateryouwould'vefoundoutby

now"

"MamfundisicanIhaveaawordwithyou?"

Kat:"Ohyes.Holdhereplease"

Shewalkedawaywiththelady. 

Me:"Shewantstostabpeople.Awholemamfundisi"

Khethiwe:"Iwasthinkingweshouldputthegirlin

herlane" 



Lelo&Yoli:"No"

Lelo:"LetChrisdothatplease"IsawChrisandKhule

comingout.

Me:"Heretheycome.Haveagreatday" 

Them:"Thankyou.Youtoo"

Ihungup.Hetookmykotaandateit. 

Khule:"Ithoughtyouwereindiet" 

Me:"Itscalledcheating" 

Chris:"Youguysshouldjustforgetaboutdieting" 

Me:"Yespastor.Theservicewasonfiretoday.Ifelt

theholyspiritsurroundme" 

Khule:"YousaythateverySunday" 

Me:"Yes.EverySundayisgoodthanthelastone" 

Chris:"AmenimamaDube.Iwilltakethekids.I'll

bringthemtomorrowmorning" 

Me:"Formulaisathome"

Chris:"There'sasealedoneathometoo.I'ma

responsiblefatheryouknow"



Welaughed.Katlegocameback.Whenthesekids

sleep,theymakesuretheyexcel.Wetookthemto

Chris'scar.Ikissedthemgoodbyeandwewentinto

ourcar.

...

Thereisnothingirritatingascominghometoa

messyhouse.WewerelateandIjustlefteverything

allovertheplace.

Khulehelpedmecleanup.Wemadefood

afterwardsandsettledinfrontoftheTV.

Khule:"Howwouldyoulikeaholiday?"Hesaid

massagingme. 

Me:"Youwannatakemeonholiday?" 

Khule:"Yes.Wehaveneverdoneanythinginteresting

sinceyougavebirth.Thekidscanremainwith

mamkhulunowtheyareoldenough" 

Me:"Wow.I'dlovetobabe" 

Khule:"Wheredoyouwanttogo?" 

Me:"Anywhere.AslongasIwillbewithyouthere" 



Khule:"Wearestillgoingtochoosethen"hewent

quiet."Uhm.Ihavesomethingtotellyou."

Ihatethatstatement.Ijustconcludeitissomething

bad. 

Me:"Goon"hegotoffthecouchandsatbuttflat

nexttome.

Khule:"There'snoeasywaytosaythis"nowmy

anxietyisgoingtokillme. 

Me:"Justsayit" 

Khule:"Rememberwhenwewentouttocelebrate

afterYoli'slobolanegotiations?" 

Me:"YesIdo" 

Hetookmyhandintohis. 

Khule:"Somethinghappened...I'msorry" 

Me:"Whatdidyoudo?"

Wewerenowstaringeachotherintheeye.Hekept

shyingawaybutsomethinginsidewouldn'tletme

becauseIfeltwhateverhe'sabouttosaywillfuck

meup.



Me:"Khulekani" 

Khule:"IsleptwithGlade"

Isnatchedmyhandoff.Myheartstartedbeating

faster.Igotupandsatonthecouch.Heattempted

touchingme.Imovedmyfeet. 

Khule:"Iwantedtobetheonetotellyoubecause

she'sbeenthreateningtotellyou.I'msosorry" 

Me:"Noyouaren't."Hetriedtouchingmeagain."I

saiddonottouchme!Howcouldyoudothat

Khulekani?"

Khule:"Iwasoutofit.IwishIcould-" 

Me:"Didyouuseprotection?" 

Khule:"BabeIamsorryIreally-" 

Me:"KhulekaniDube.Didyouuseprotection?"His

eyeddropped.

Iranoutofbreath.MaybeIshouldletthesetears

out."Itrustedyou.Glade?Whyher?Couldn'tyouget

ahooker?WhyherKhulekani?Haveyoualways

wantedtosleepwithher?"Heshookhisstupidbig

head.He'sneverdisgustedmethismuch.



Khule:"Don'tcryplease.Itwasamistake.Ipromise

youitwillneverhappenagain" 

Me:"Getout" 

Khule:"Khethelo" 

Me:"Out!Gotoher.Tellheryouleftmehomecrying

andregrettingevertrustingyouorher!Youboth

deserveeachother!IhateyouKhulekani.Ihateyou!"

Iusedthelaststrengthinmetoclimbupthestairs.

Iletthatwomanintomyhomewhenherboyfriend

chasedherout.Ievensuggestedshegoesandstay

inouroldhouse.Andthisishowshethankme.

Ihaveneverfeltsostupidandused.

Andhisbrothersknow.They'veallbeenlookingat

thestupidme.

Ilieddown.Mywholebodytrembled...

•••

[Khethiwe]

IhatelyingtoTyler.CuriositygotbetterofmeandI

wenttothecrossing.



ItshasbeenanhoursinceIarrivedbuttherewasno

signofJessica.

Whenitbegangettingdark.Shesentmeatextthat

shehasarrived.Ilookedaround.IjumpedwhenI

heardaknockonthewindow.Irolleddownthe

window. 

Jessica:"Open"shewaswhispering.Iopened.Holy

motherofGod. 

Me:"WaitwhatshouldIdowithit?" 

Jessica:"Raiseit.Youneedit.YouandTylerneedit.

MymotherandthemanIamsupposedtomarryare

gonnakillit.Theyareouttherelookingforme.Never

tellhimyouaren'thisrealmother.Iusedyourname

andIDonhisbirthcard."Sheputbackthehatand

wentaway.Igotoutandchasedher.Shegotinthe

carlikelightningandspedoff.Leavingmewitha

childinthebabycorrier.

Iwentbacktomycar.IcalledKhethelo.Itrang

unanswered.

Itcried.Ipickeditup.Ilookedatit.Lookslikeahe.I

shushedhim.Shedidn'tevenleaveadummy.



Ifoundmyselfcryingwithhim.WhatamIgoingto

feedhim?HowamIgoingtoexplainthisriddleto

Tyler?...
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•••

[Bonga]

AsmuchasIlovethefactthatI'mgonnabeadad.I

hatetheabuseI'mgoingthrough.Igetdisappointed

whenIrealiseitsthemorningandIreceivednocall

thatshe'sinlabour.

Wearenotbestoffriends.Iamjustthewaiterofthe

womb.WhatcanIsay?Iobeyandrunaround

aroundgettingsomeonewhowillgotomallandbuy

whateversheneedsanddeliverittoher.Mtho

comesinhandysometimesbuthewantstobepaid.

Nkaziknocked.Isignaledhertocomein.Iwasona

callwiththesecrazysandsuppliers.Iwillsoonlook

uponourbudgetandseeifwecanaffordatleast3

trucks.Ican'talwaysbebeggingthesepeopleto

learntodeliverontime.



Ihungupaminutelater. 

Me:"Doyouhavegoodnewsforme?" 

Nkazi:"YesSir.HisPAsqueezedusinfor10am" 

Me:"Today?" 

Nkazi:"Yes." 

Me:"Don'tIhaveameetinghere?" 

Nkazi:"Youdid.Itwasadisciplinaryhearing.I

cancelledit" 

Me:"Whohasdonewhatnow?"

Nkazi:"Simi.She'sbeenconstantlyabsent" 

Me:"Ok.Setthemeetingfortomorrow.Withjusther

nottheboard" 

Nkazi:"YesSir"

Myphonerang. 

Me:"Ihavetotakethis"shenoddedandwalkedout.

"Hello" 

Happy:"Mywaterjustbroke" 

Me:"What?Whereareyou?" 



Happy:"WheredoIlive?" 

Me:"Where'syourmom?" 

Happy:"Iwouldn'tbecallingifshewashereBonga!" 

Me:"OkayI'mcoming"

Igotupandrushedout. 

Me:"Nkazicancelthatmeeting.Happyisinlabour.

Holdtheliftplease"

...

Iwasdrivinglikeamaniac.Iwassweatingeven.I

haveneverbeennervous.

BythetimeIgottoFourwaysmyheartwasstuck

rightatmythroat.

Icalledher.Shetoldmethegatecode.Ipunchedit.

Idrovein.Irushedinside. 

Happy:"Whattookyousolong?" 

Me:"Howarethepains?Where'sthebabybag?" 

Happy:"Whatpains?Hungerpains?WellI'mdyingof

hunger.Canyoupleasegogetmemychipsand



chocolateinmyroom?" 

Me:"Youaren'tinlabour?" 

Happy:"NoI'monacouch" 

Me:"Youknowitwouldn'thurtnotbeingthisrudeto

me" 

Happy:"Andhowwouldyouknowthat?" 

Me:"DoyouknowIjustcancelledanimportant

meeting" 

Happy:"Youcanleave" 

Me:"Wherearethechipsandchocolate?" 

Happy:"Underthebed.Pleasegetmeanewpairof

shorts.Notjean"

Iwentupstairs.Igotherthingsandwentbackto

her. 

Me:"Where'syourmom?" 

"Bonga?Aren'tyousupposedtobeatwork?"

Hermothersaidcominginwearinggardenclothes. 

Me:"Hima.Ishouldbut-" 



Happy:"Hemissedus.Isn'thethesweetestfather?" 

Hermom:"That'slovely.Coveryourself.The

neighborsarecomingover" 

Happy:"Itshot.Theyshouldcovertheireyeswhen

theygetin"

Itookadoekandcoveredher.She'salwayslikethis.

Notopnorbra.Justshorts.Ifeelsorryforherat

times.Thebellylookedlikeitsgonnaexplode.

Hermotherdisappearedtothekitchen.

Me:"Youbroughtmeallthewayherewhileyour

motherwasjustatthegarden?" 

Happy:"Mymomdidn'tgetmepregnant.Youdid.

Youcanleavenow.Thanksforyourservice" 

Me:"I'llseeyouwhenmyserviceisneededagain"

Ibrushedherhead.Sheslappedmyhandoff.She

evencutherhair.Thesefellasdrivehercrazy...

...

[Khethiwe]

Finally!Hefellasleep.Ididnotsleepawinklast



night.TylertookPhilatoJo'burgyesterdayandslept

there.Ihaven'ttoldhimyet.

Iwenttotakeaquickshower.Iwenttomallonpjs.I

wastherebeforetheyevenopened.Iboughtmilk,

diapers,clothesandacarseat.

IkepttryingJessica'scellbuttonoavail.And

Khethelotoo.

Therewasnobetteroptionthantocalmdownand

beinthemoment.

ThedooropenedasIwrappedthetowelaroundme.

Tyler:"Haveyoumadenewfriends?" 

Me:"Hey.No.Whywouldyouask?"

Tyler:"Thebaby" 

Me:"Oh.That'syours"

Isaidpassinghimbacktotheroom.Icheckedon

thebaby.Stillbreathing.

Iwenttothedresser. 

Tyler:"Khethiwe" 



Me:"Yes?" 

Tyler:"Who'sbabyisthis?"

Iturnedtohisdirection. 

Me:"Jessicagaveittome.Shesaidhermotherand

themanshe'ssupposedtomarrywillkillit" 

Tyler:"Andyoutookit?" 

Me:"Ididn'ttakeit.Shegaveittomeandfled" 

Tyler:"Whendidallthathappen?" 

Me:"RightafteryouandPhilaleft.Shesentmea

texttomeetherwhilewewereattherestaurant" 

Tyler:"Andyoudidn'tseetheneedtotellme?" 

Me:"IdidbutthemessagewarnedthatIshouldn't" 

Tyler:"Shecould'veharmedyoudammit!" 

Me:"Shedidn'tbabe.Shegavemethebaby.Ihada

longnightIneedtosleepandthentakehimtotheDr

later.Whatkindofafatheryouanyway?Whyyou

nevercheckeduponher?" 

Tyler:"IwenttoseeheronThursday.Shewasfine" 



Me:"WhataboutFriday?" 

Tyler:"Icalled.Shesaidshewasokay.Howdoyou

evenknowthisismine?" 

Me:"Can'tyouseethatweirdhairline?Thebirth

markonthehand?Pleaseleaveusinpeace." 

Tyler:"Whataboutwork?" 

Me:"Nkokheloisstandinginforme" 

Tyler:"Untilwhen?" 

Me:"Untilfurthernotice.Callyourbrothersandtell

themaboutthis" 

Tyler:"IwantDNAfirst" 

Me:"There'sthepacifier.Takeit"

Iclimbedinbed.Butwhywouldtheywanttokill

suchacutelittlething?...

•••

[Katlego]

There'snodecentchildinthishome.Theyareall

littlesatans.Theseonesbrokeavase.Iamtryingto



cleanup.Theyarecryingtoplayontheclay.

Thecomingkidsmustbelastones.Weneedabreak

ofcrazylittlepeople.

ItookthephoneandrangKhetheloup.Shedidn't

pickup.Theybetterbenotmakingmoretrouble

makers.

Chriscamedown.Hekissedmeandpickedhis

babiesup. 

Chris:"DidyouhearfromKhethelotoday?"

Me:"No.Ijustcalledherbutshedidn'tpickup" 

Chris:"Pleasegocheckuponher.Iwillstayhere

withthekids"

Khulecamedown.IlookedatChris. 

Khule:"Morning"amessagefromKhethelocame

through.

"HesleptwithGlade.IfeelemptyKatlego."

Ifeltmyarmpitseach.Theylookedateachother.He

bidusgoodbye. 

Me:"Explain" 



Chris:"Explainwhat?" 

Me:"Youknewdidn'tyou?" 

Chris:"Knewwhat?" 

Me:"ChristianDube.Pleasedonotmakemecrazy.

YouknewyourbrothercheatedonKhethelo" 

Chris:"No" 

Me:"Whydidyoutakethekidsthen?" 

Chris:"BecauseImissedthem" 

Me:"Ifyouallknewaboutthisjustknowyou're

rotten." 

Chris:"Whyareyoumad?' 

Me:"Becauseyou'rethebirdsofthesamefeather!

HesleptwithawomanKhetheloletintoherhome.

What'sgonnahappennext?Yougonnafuck

Nongcebotoo?" 

Chris:"What'sthisgottodowithher?" 

Me:"BecauseIletherintomyhome.Idon'twant

Khulehere.Thisisnotahidingspotforcheatersand

ifyouopposethatyoucangoandbeastreetstupid



manwithhim."

Itookthecarkeysandwalkedout.Iwannapaythat

gladeavisit.

...

Iputonmyindexfinger.Accessgranted.Idrovein.

Deceivingbitch.She'sstillhere.

Ipushedthedooropen.Shewassomeone. 

Me:"You.Leave" 

Glade:"Katlego?" 

Me:"Yes.Weneedtotalk.Littlelady,Isaidleave,or

youwannabepartofthediscussion?"

Ipulledoutmysjambok.Shetookherbagandexited

throughthebackdoor.Gladegotup. 

Me:"Ibroughtyouaknife.Sinceyouarebigenough

tosleepwithpeople'smanIthinkyouwillbeableto

stabme"

Istartedputtingmysjambokintogooduse.Sheran

upstairs.Goodgirl.



Iblockthedoorwithmyfoot.Ipusheditandgotin.I

lockedandputthekeysonmyboobies. 

Me:"Wemeetagain.TellmeGladys.Mysistergave

youshelterandyouthoughtthatwasn'tenoughyou

shouldsleepwithherhusbandtoo?" 

Glade:"Noitwasamistake" 

Me:"Nonono.Itswhatyoubitchesalwayssayafter

beingcaught."

Imarinatedheragain.Ihaveneverfeltsomuch

pleasurefromsomeone'scry.IhitheruntilIstarted

cryingtoo.Iwasfuming.

Istopped.Ipulledhertothebalcony. 

Glade:"Katlegopleaseno" 

Me:"Why?Whydidyousleepwithhim?" 

Glade:"Weweredrunk.Itwasanhonestmistake" 

Me:"Honest?Honest?Areyoufuckingkiddingme?"

"Katlego!Stop!"ItwasChris.HowdidheknowI'm

here?Orhecametocheckuponthisbitch. 

Glade:"Help!" 



Me:"I'mgonnakickthisstupidvagina"

Ikickedherbutt.

Chrisarrived.Hepickedmeup. 

Chris:"Doyouknowyoucouldbejailedfor

months?" 

Me:"Putmedown!"

Wearrivedoutside.Heputmeatthebackand

lockedthecar. 

Me:"Chrisdon'tleavemehere.Chris!"

Hewentbackinside.Icried...

•••

[Khule]

Idoubtsheevennoticedmethere.Evenifshedid.

Shedidn'tcare.Shecontinuedreadingherbookand

eatingsnacks.

Myphonerang.Iputitonsilent.

Iendedupdriftingtosleep. 

Khethelo:"Ifshedidnotthreatentotellme.Would



youhavetoldme?" 

Iopenedmyeyes.Shewasstaringstraightatme.

Me:"No" 

Khethelo:"Mmmh"

Shewentbacktoherbook. 

Me:"Don'tbesocalmplease"sheraisedhereyes.

Khethelo:"SoyoufuckedyourformerPA,theoneI

hadtopullthroughforintimeofneedandyouwant

metobegoingupanddownthishousecursingthe

helloutofyou?" 

Me:....

Khethelo:"Andwhatmakesitbetter?Youdidn'ttell

mebecauseyouwerebeinganhonesthusband.You

toldmebecauseyouwereabouttobeexposedby

yourlover." 

Me:"Ididn'ttellyoubecauseIdonotremember

muchthathappenedthatnight.Itisnotthateasyto

comeuptoyourwifeandtellheryoumighthave

wentoutsideyourmarriageandcommittedadultery"



Khethelo:"Mighthave?Youcommittedadultery

Khulekani.Youspentthenightwiththatwomanand

thencamebacktome!Asfilthyasyouwere.You

lookedmeintheeyeandliedthatyousleptat

Quinton'shouse.Howdidyouevenendupwithher?"

Me:"Shewasattheclubtoo.Sheofferedtodrive

mehome" 

Khethelo:"Soyoudiditatyouroldhouse?"She

startedcrying."Wasitonourbed?" 

Me:"Idon'tknow" 

Khethelo:"YoubrokeusKhulekani.Youbrokeme.I

don'tknowwhattodowithmyselfrightnow." 

Me:"I'msorry.I'mdeeplysorry." 

Khethelo:"Thatdoesn'tmakeitokay!Don'teven

daretouchme.PleaseLeavenow" 

Me:"Ican'tleaveyoualonewhileyou'relikethis"

"Shehascompany"Khethelocriedevenmore.They

hugged. 

Yoli:"Youmayleavenow" 



Me:"I'msorry"

Quintoncameinandpulledmeout.Icouldhearher

loudcry.Isatdownonthestairs.

Me:"Ifuckedup" 

Q:"Bigtime.YoubetterfixthisbecauseIamnow

thebadguytoYoli." 

Me:"How?Theexaminationshowedtherewas

penetration." 

Q:"Justfixitman." 

Me:"Idon'tknowwheretostart"

HesatbesidemeandwelistenedtoKhethelo'scry.

MaybeIshouldn'thavetoldher.MaybeIshould've

threatenedGladeinstead....

[2/26,06:40]Zozaness:ChapterFifty-One

•••

[Khethiwe]

Iamsooverthesemenandtheyalwayshaveto

cheatandwealwayshavetocalmdown.Thisisthe

leastIexpectedfromKhule.



Onethingtheyallrefusetorealizeisthatwhenever

there'stensionbetween2peoplethewholefamily

getsdrained.Andthatisbad,especiallywithlittle

kidsaround.

AndthenIhavethischeatertoo,hedidnotsleepon

thebedwithuslastnight.Ijusttoldhimstraightto

getthehelloutifhe'sgonnabringhisnastyself

aroundbumblebee.Kidscatchonbadmoodsand

spiritsandstartcryingnonstop.

FirstthinginthemorningwewenttotheDr.We

couldn'tgoyesterday,therainjustpouredfollowed

bythunder.

Everythingiswell.Icouldn'thappier. 

...

Idrovein.Hiscarwasparkedinfrontofthegarage.I

washopinghe'satworkorsomewherecheating

sinceitsthebestthingthattheycanperforminthis

home.

Bumblebeewasfastasleep.Hesuresleepsand

eatsalot.You'dswearitisnotthesamebabythat

keptmeupthewholenightonSunday.



Iunbuckledhimandpickedhimup.Hestretched.Oh

sweetJesusI'minlove.Myphonebeeped.

"ForgetIeverexistedKhethiwe.Stoptryingto

contactme.Don'tevertellhimyou'renothismother

please.Idonotwanthimtolivehislifewondering

whathappenedtohisrealmother.Forgetaboutme.

Itrustyouwithhislife"

Isighed.She'sgoingthroughalotthanIhad

imagined.

Itookthebagandheadedinside.Ifoundhimplaying

videogames. 

Me:"Hello" 

Tyler:"Hi"withoutevenlookingmyway.Isatdown

onthecouchandfedbumblethebottle.Hekepthis

focusonthegame.

Me:"Aren'tyougonnaaskhowwewent?"Helooked

atusfinally. 

Tyler:"Howdidyougo?"

Ichuckledandshookmyhead. 

Me:"You'reunbelievableyouknowthat"



Tyler:"We'redrivingtoJo'burgin40minutes" 

Me:"Nothanks.I'mleavingin20minutes.Icameto

getourthings" 

Tyler:"Isaidin40minutes" 

Me:"Ican'thaveyouaroundthebabywhileyou're

likethis" 

Tyler:"Whyareyougettingyourselfattachedtoa

babyyou'renotevensureismine?" 

Me:"WellIdon'tcare.Iamhismotherandthat'sit"

Hecameandsquatbeforeme. 

Tyler:"Baby."Hetookmyhand.Everfeltprepissed?

Whereyoucanfeelthatsomeoneisabouttopiss

youoff?That'showIfelt."Iknowyouwantababy

andyoulovekids.Butyou'regettingtoodeepwith

lovingthischild.Itcouldbenotminereally.Itsgoing

tohurtsobadwhenit'sparentscometogetitor

whentheresultscomebacknegative,ifhe'snot

minewegonnatakehimtoanorphanage"isthis

manevenokaymentally?

Me:"Youknowwhatisdisturbingaboutthis?You



areindenialthathe'syours.Jessicamightbeanut

casebutIhighlydoubthecangivemeababythat

isn'tyours.Ifshewantedtofleewithherchildshe

would've,therewouldn'thavebeenaneedtowaste

hertimetoevengiveyouthewrongchild.Youmake

mesick"

Isnatchedmyhandawayfromhisgripandheaded

upstairs.Iammovingbacktomyplace.Ican'ttrust

himaroundbumble.Thissuddenwickednessis

scary...

•••

[Emi]

Me:"CanIhaveapeacefulsleep?" 

Lihle:"Everyday?AisukaEmiyou'renoteven6

monthspregnantbutyou'resooolazy"

Me:"Letmebeplease.Whyaren'tyouatwork?" 

Lihle:"I'moff."Shepulledoffthesheet."Wakeupfat

ass.We'regoingoutforbreakfast" 

Me:"No.Jasonwillbeherewithmybreakfast" 

Lihle:"Emihle.Isaidwe'regoingout"



GodIhatethisgirl.Igotup.Shepushedmeallthe

waytothebathroom.Sheundressedme.Igotinthe

tub. 

Lihle:"Iwillbechoosinganoutfitforyou" 

Me:"Choosesomethingcoolplease" 

Lihle:"Ok"

Shewalkedout.Infearofmegettingdepressedand

killmyselfinthishouse.ThebrothersgotLihleajob

transfer.Shehasalwayswantedtocomelivethis

side.IloveDurbanIdon'tknowwhyshewould

chooseJo'burgoverDurbanandthebeach.

Mytinybumpisgrowing.Itssofunny.Thisisour

fifthmonthbutyoucan'ttell.Itsveryportable.

Thedooropened.Ahlookwho'shere. 

Me:"Heydaddy"hekneltbesidethetubandkissed

me.

Jason:"Heymommy.AmIlate?" 

Me:"You'reearlierthanIexpectedactually" 

Jason:"Whyareyouonthetubsoearly?Areyou



outing?"Ilaughed. 

Me:"Whatareyoutryingtosayaboutme?" 

Jason:"Iamnotconvincedyoucangiveyoursleep

upjusttotakeabathandlazyaroundthehouse"

he'sobsessedwithmybumb.Hishandwerealready

underthewaterplayingwithit. 

Me:"YouknowLihledoesn'ttakenoforananswer"I

tookthemilkshakeanddrankup."Youboughta

differentflavor" 

Jason:"YesIdid.Isitnice?" 

Me:"Heavenly.IsLuvoback?" 

Jason:"Nope.Shehas5moreimportantmeetings.

Shecan'twaitforyoutogivebirth"welaughed. 

Me:"Still.Youwillwanttostickaroundthebaby

24/7" 

Jason:"Shedoesn'tknowthat.SoamIinvitedto

yourouting?" 

Me:"No.Gotoworkandworklikeotherkids" 

Jason:"PeoplegetuncomfortablewhenI'maround.I



willgofetchKarlathismom'sandtakehimtothe

zoo" 

Me:"Perfect.Sendmylove" 

Jason:"Maybewe'llpassbyandseeyoulateron"

Me:"I'llbeglad.Iloveyouandthanksforthese" 

Jason:"Yeahyeah.Nextmonthwe'recuttingdown

allthese,theDrsaidtheyleadtojaundice"

Me:"Khetheloateallthese.Herbabiesdidn'thave

that" 

Jason:"We'restillcuttingthemdown" 

Me:"Gobeforewefight" 

Hechuckled.

Jason:"Iloveyouboth.Sendmenudeswhenyou're

donebathing" 

Me:"You'resuchajerk"hewinkedandclosedthe

door.

Hemakesmesohappy.AlthoughIfeellikehitting

himwithafryingpansometimesbutIlovehimand

he'shereformeeverytimeIneedhim.



DenyingwhatIfeltforhimdidnotdomeanygood.

InsteadIwashurtingmyselfmore.Andthenfrom

thedayIgotdischargedatthehospitalIkept

receivingthesecrazymessages.Theyirritatedmeat

firstbutonedayIfoundmyselfwakingupand

checkingifhesentany.RightthereandthenI

realizedIlovethisfool.Thingshavebeenpretty

good.Bradforgavemeandhechecksuponme

onceinawhile....

•••

[Katlego]

Ihavebeenwaitingforthepolicesinceyesterday.

I'mChris'sprisoner.Hebroughtthetrioandleft

yesterday.IhavebeenincontactwithYolisincelast

night.

IneedAmo.She'stheonlyonethathelpmepullthis

off.

IsentheratextthismorningI'mhopingshe

respondsfaster.Khulewillnotgetawaywiththis.

SinceIcan'tbeathimup,someisgonnagetpaidto

doit.Itsabouttimeallthesemenknewwemean



business,wearenottoys.

Iheardpeopletalkingdownstairs.

Idressedupandheadeddown.Itwasthemwith

theircheaterbrother.DidInotmakemyselfclearto

thisman?

IgreetedthemandaskedtotalktoChris.Iwalked

ontothekitchen.

Ipouredmyselfaglassofjuiceandsatdown.

Chris:"Donotstart" 

Me:"What?Areyoutherediscussingmore

convenientwaystocheat?" 

Chris:"Canyoustop?Khethelorequestedameeting.

Khulecametotellusthat"

Me:"Couldn'tyougomeetupathishousewhere

he'skeepingthathoe?"

Chris:"MamakaHawu!" 

Me:"Fine.I'llleave" 

Chris:"You'reoverreacting" 



Me:"Yes.Youwannaknowwhy?Khethelowantsto

killherself!Butyouwouldn'tknowthatbecause

you'retoobusybeingthereforyourdeceitfulbrother.

JustlikeyoudidwhenTylergotthatmonkeyass

hoepregnantandsaidhewantstomarryher.You

guysdonotcareaboutus,youonlycareabout

yourselves!Justlikeyourmother.Shewillvisit

BonganowandtellhimtotellKhethelosheshould

stay.Youallmakemesick.Becausetomorrowthis

willbeusandIwillhaveonlymysistersinmycorner

whileyou'reoutthereinoneofyourbrother'shouses

playingthevictim"

HetriedtoholdmeIbackedaway.Iwipedmytears

andstormedoutside.IgotinthefirstcarIlaidmy

eyesonanddroveaway....

•••

[Bonga]

IbidNkazigoodbyeanddrovetoHappy'shome.

Nkaziwasasweethearttoday.Shewentandbought

allthatHappyaskedfor.

Iarrived.Shedidn'tletmein.Shecameoutside



instead.Wearingadresstodayforachange.She

hoopedon. 

Me:"Youlookgood" 

Happy:"Ifeelgood.There'smakhuluinside.Ididn't

wanthertomakeyouuncomfortablewith

questions" 

Me:"Atleastyoustillhaveaheart"shechuckled.

Someoneisinagoodmoodtoday. 

Happy:"Didyoubringicecream?" 

Me:"YesIdid.Ihadtobuyacoolerboxandiceto

keepitfrozen" 

Happy:"Thankyou.Ithinkthedayisslowly

approaching.Ihavechangeofmindnow"

Me:"Youwannadeliverthroughcsection?" 

Happy:"Yes.Ithinknaturalbirthwillbetoomuch.

WhatifIgetasthmaattackwhileIhavetopush?

WhatifmyBPshootshighandIfaint?Ihavemany

thingsI'veputintoconsideration" 

Me:"Ok.WhateveryouchooseIwillbewithyou

everysinglestepoftheway" 



Happy:"Thepapersnowneedyoursignatureand

theyaregoodtogo" 

Me:"Ok.YoucanfetchthemI'llsign" 

Happy:"Wecandoitthroughyourphone"

Ihandeditovertoher. 

Happy:"OhnoIdon'twannaseeyourgirlfriends.

Searchforthehospitalandthenyou'lluseour

accounttologin" 

Me:"AreyoutryingtofishoutifI'mseeinganyone?"

Happy:"Ofcourseyouare"Ichuckledanddidasshe

toldme.

Me:"There'snoone" 

Happy:"Soyoukeepsaying."Shereachedforthe

bagofgoodiesattheback.Ireadandsignedthe

documents.

Me:"Let'sgohome.I'mprettysureeveryonewould

lovetoseeyou" 

Happy:"I'llcometomorrow.Makhuluistoomuch" 

Me:"Ok.I'llseeyoutomorrowthen"



Igotoffandtooktheicecreamoutofthecoolerat

theboot.Shetookherthingsandheadedback

inside.Idroveoff...

•••

[Khethelo]

Yoliwasbraidingmyhair.Aknockcameon. 

Katlego:"Thatbetterbenotoneofthem"

Yoli:"Pleasecheck.Ifitsanyofthemdon'tletthem

in"

Katlegogotupandwenttogetthedoor.

Shescreamed.Ahhitsmommyandbumblebee. 

Khethiwe:"Hellomommies" 

Us:"Heybabe" 

Me:"Wherewereyouheldup?Yousaidyouwereon

yourway4hoursago" 

Khethiwe:"IpassedbyEmi's.Howareyouholding

up?"

Me:"Betterthanyesterday.Howareyou?"



Khethiwe:"I'mgoodbabe." 

Katlego:"He'sgonnalooklikeTyler" 

Khethiwe:"Welltrytellingthattohim.He'swaiting

onDNAtestresultsaswespeak" 

Us:"What?" 

Khethiwe:"Yes.Hedoesn'tevenlookhisdirection." 

Katlego:"Sohecheatedonlytodoubthis

consequences?" 

Khethiwe:"Seemslikethat" 

Me:"MaybeKhule'sisalsoontheway" 

Khethiwe:"Havetheyeverheardofthethingcalled

condom?" 

Me:"Ihighlydoubt." 

Khethiwe:"Whatisthemeetingabout?"

Me:"Ijustneedtomakeafewthingsclear"

Khethiwe:"Youaren'tdivorcinghimright?"I

chuckled. 

Me:"Iwouldneverdothat" 



Yoli:"Iwillgetyouguysrefreshments"

Shegotupandlefttothekitchen.Ilookedatthe

time.Closeto6pm.Theymustbeontheirway.Igot

upandwentupstairs.

•••

[Narrated]

TheDubebrothersgotinfollowingeachother

carryingNgiphile,NgithandileandMpendulo.Lelo

walkedinlastwiththetriorunningbeforeher.

Quinton:"Eveningmypeople"hekissedYoli'scheek. 

Kat:"CanIgetanyofyousomethingtodrink?"

Chris:"Sincewhendowegetasked?"

Kat:"Sincewearen'tsureifGla-"Khethiwecovered

hermouth. 

Khethiwe:"Beer,Juiceorwater?"

Calvin:"AnythingwillbefineMaDladla"Khethiwe

smiledandpulledKatlegotothekitchen.

Everyonesettleddownnexttotheirpartner.

KhethiweandKatlegocamebackwithsomethingto



drink. 

Calvin:"Didshebriefyouaboutwhat'sthisabout?"

HewhisperedtoLelo. 

Lelo:"Youarenotaskingmethat.Shewantstotell

usallwhatyourbrotherdid.Iwishtheywerehere

whenyou-"

Calvin:"OkayIgetit"

Khethelocamedown.Alltheireyesrushedtothe

brownenvelopeshehadonherlefthand.She

greetedandsatdownonasinglecouch.

Khethelo:"Thankyouallforcomingatsuchshort

notice.Khulekaniconfessedtohavesleptwithhis

formerPA3monthsago.ItakeitIwastheonlyone

whodidnotknowaboutit.Ihavemadeadecision.I

amfreeingmyhusbandtogobewithGladelegally" 

Q:"Whatdoyoumean?"

SheshovedthebrownenvelopetowardsKhule.He

buriedhisfaceinhishands. 

Q:"Khetheloplease" 

Khethelo:"WiththesepapersI'mdivorcingallof



you." 

Q:"You'restillangry.Don'tjumpintoconclusions" 

Khethelo:"YeahrightIamangry" 

Tyler:"Howonearthdidyougetdivorcepapersina

day?" 

Khethelo:"Youclearlyhavenevermetapissedoff

woman.Iamdone.Youknowwhatmakesmesick?

Youallknew.Noneofyouhadthedecencytoinform

me." 

Q:"Itwasn'tourplacetotellyou" 

Khethelo:"Ohreally?Youmeanthesemywifemy

wifetitlesarejustgames?EspeciallyyouQuintonI

knowyouarethefirstonehetold.Ifyouweremy

husbandasyoualwayssay,youcould'vecameto

meandtoldmesinceyourbrothercouldn't!Butyou

didn'tinsteadyouallcontinuedlikeeverythingwas

normal.GodknowswhatdiseasesIamcarryingin

mysystemrightnow.Ifshedidn'tthreatentotellme

Khulewouldn'thavetoldme!Iwould'velivedalie

thinkingIhaveahusbandwhoisfaithfultome." 



Khule:"BabyI'msorrypleasedonotdothis" 

Khethelo:"Ifyouwerereallysorryyouwould'vecame

homeafterthatnightandtoldmebutyoudidn't

Khulekani,youdidn't"

Shesobbed.Lelopulledherupandtheywent

outside.Theroomremaineddeadquiet...

[2/26,06:41]Zozaness:ChapterFifty-Two

•••

[Khethelo]

Theintercombuzzed.AiNgiphile.Igothimoffthe

couchandwenttogetthegate. 

Me:"Hello?"

Person:"Hi.ItisQuan."Itotallyforgotaboutthe

meeting.There'salotonplateIhateit.Irushedfor

myphone.TherewasatextfromKuhle,Amo'ssister

whoismylawyer.

Me:"Ok"Iopenedthegateandpickedthetoysup.

Thishouseisamess.Thesekidshavenomercyon

me. 



Me:"Nkosingithandilecanyoupleaseacthumanfor

once?I'mgonnahitthatbigheadwiththistruck"I

heardsomeonecleartheirthroat.

Theybothgiggledandrantohim. 

Me:"I'msorrywiththemess.Iamtryingtodiscover

newrecipesandthesefellashavemadethelounge

theirplayground"

Ifinallyfinishedpickingupthetoysandoffered

themseats.Irushedtothekitchenandmadejuice

forQuanandwaterforKhule.

Iputitbeforethem. 

Quan:"Isyourlawyercoming?"

Me:"Yes.She'srunninglate"

Quan:"Ok"

Ireceivedatextthatshe'soutside.Whew.

Itookthetabandopenedthegateforher. 

Me:"She'shere"

Iwenttogetwaterforher.



Icamebackwithher.Shegreetedandsatdown.

Kuhle:"I'msorryforkeepingyougentlemen" 

Quan:"Noproblem."Hewentthroughhispaperwork.

"Myclienthasfinallyagreedtosignthepapersas

MrsDubewishes"Ifeltarelief.

Kuhle:"Thatisgood.Iwasabouttotakelegal

actions." 

Quan:"AndhewouldlikeMrsDubetohave

everythingheboughtwhentheyweretogether" 

Kuhle:"Sheappreciatesthekindnessbutmyclient

wouldliketoleavethisunionemptyhandedasshe

walkedin"Khulelookedatmeandcontinuedplaying

withhiskids. 

Quan:"Oh.Thekids" 

Kuhle:"Myclientiswillingtosharecustody" 

Quan:"Iguessit'ssettledthen.Areyougonnaget

thecourtdate?"

Kuhle:"Yes."

Theypackedtheirthings.Khulesaidtoberemaining



behind.Theyleft.Itooktheglassestothekitchen.

Icleanedupthecounter.IhavetocallMamDino

andtellherhe'sfinallyagreed.Itsbeenahellofa

monthofhimbeggingme. 

Khule:"Whereareyougoingtostay?"Hewas

standingleaningonthewallseparatingthelounge

andthekitchen. 

Me:"Iwillfindaplace" 

Khule:"Why?"Istoppedandlookedathim. 

Me:"Whatdoyoumeanwhy?"

Khule:"Imeanwhywouldyouleaveyourhouse"

Me:"Thisisn'tmyhouse" 

Icontinuedtidyingup. 

Khule:"Iunderstandyouarestillangryandprobably

hatemebutthere'snoneedforyoutomoveout.

Thisisyourhome.Thishouseisunderyournameso

arethecars" 

Me:"Butweallknowtheyamreyours.Ihavenever

spentacentonthishouseorthosecars" 



Khule:"Iwillnotletyoutakemykidstoadodgy

place" 

Me:"Iamgoinghome" 

Khule:"When?"

Me:"OnSaturday"

Hesighedheavily. 

Khule:"CanIgowiththem?"

Me:"Yeah.Icandowithsomealonetime" 

Khule:"Isthiswhatyoureallywant?" 

Me:"Yes" 

Khule:"Youdonotlovemeanymore?"

Me:"IdobutIlovemyselfmore."Hebithisupperlip

andnodded."I'llgopackthierbag"

Iranupthestairswithtearsheavyonmyeyes.

IthoughtastimegoesonImightchangemymind

butthedemonshowedupatmydoorandtoldme

howgoodhewas.Theyneverdiditonceortwice

buttheydiditwhileshestillworkedforhim.Helied



tome.Helookedmeintheeyeeverysingledayand

lied.Hecouldn'tevendenyitwhenIconfrontedhim

aboutthenewinformationGladetoldme.

IjustknewthatdayIwasdone...

•••

[Bonga]

Mychildrenarrivedinaverybadtime.Everyoneon

mysideiscoopedupontheirownlittleworld.

Everybodyisliterallyontheirownnoweversince

thingswentbadbetweendaddyKandmommy

Khethelo.Ihaven'tseentheminweeks.Ionlycallto

checkuponthem.

YolicametoJo'burgafterHappygavebirth.She

taggedmamKatlegoalongtogoseethebabies

whichIlearnedispartoftheculture.Theysaidthey

canonlygohomewhentheyare3months.Theyare

turningamonththisSundaywehave2moretogo.I

would'velovedtospendChristmaswiththem

though.

Icamebackfrommymeeting.Ifoundmissedcalls

fromHappy.Isettleddownandcalledher.



Happy:"Hey" 

Me:"Himother.Areyouguysokay?"

Happy:"Yeahwearegood.Ineedpacifiers." 

Me:"Why?" 

Happy:"TheyaregoingtosuckmedryifIdonotget

those.Theycan'tstopsuckingtheyendupthrowing

up" 

Me:"OkI'llgetthemafterwork.Anythingtoeat?" 

Happy:"NoI'mgoodIhaveubereats" 

Me:"Wherewasit4monthsago?"Shelaughed. 

Happy:"ItwasoniStore.Bye" 

Me:"Bye"

NowwouldbeagoodtimetoaskherIloveandmiss

hersomuch.

Nkaziwalkedinwithatrayoffood.Wearenot

eatingtakeawaysthisDecember.MrsNkosi,our

chefisspoilingusrotten. 

Me:"MmmhwearegonnagainweightIswear" 



Nkazi:"Itsworthit.Donotmessyourshirtwith

beetroottodayyouhaveaveryimportantmeeting

withMrKhansenior."Ichuckled. 

Me:"Iwon't.Ithoughtyouwouldconsiderkeepinga

cleanshirtformejustincaseImessmyselfup" 

Nkazi:"MaybeIdid.Eat.Yourfoodisbettingcold" 

Me:"Thankyou"shesmiledwalkedout.Ican'tget

myeyestonotfollowheroutwheneversheturns

away.IneedJesus.

Itookmyfoodandstartedeating...

•••

[Katlego]

Ishookhim.Hemumbledsomethingandturned

over. 

Me:"Chris" 

Him:"No.Sleep" 

Me:"Youpromisedtotakemeandthekidstothe

mall" 

Him:"Oksleep" 



Me:"Chris!"Hestartledandopenedhiseyes. 

Him:"What'sgoingon?" 

Me:"Itsanewday" 

Him:"YeahIseethat.Whyareyououtofbed?" 

Me:"Itishalfpast11inthemorning"

Hestretchedandbroughtmeclose. 

Him:"Ifeellikeshit.Iwon'tbeabletotakeyouguys

out.Plusit'srainingwecan'tgoandfreezeatthe

mall." 

Me:"Iwanttocry" 

Him:"Comeon.Getinbed.HasSasaarrived?"I

decidedwegetanannysinceIamhandsonatthe

salonnowatmosttimes.Yolididnotlovetheidea

thatSasaisinherlate30s.Wellshewashighly

recommended.Thefamilysheworkedformovedto

Malawisothat'showshelostherjob. 

Me:"Yesshehas" 

Him:"Getinbedthen"

Hesaidandclosedhiseyes.



He'sbeenhelpinghisbrotherdealwithhisstress.

Theyhavebeendrinkinglikethere'snotomorrow.I

triedtotalktothembutitscleartheydidhearaword

Isaid.Theybuiltalittlebarattheback.You'dswear

thereismorethan2peoplewhentheystartmaking

noise.

IfindmyselffeelingsorryforKhulesometimesbut

thenhemadehisbednowisthetimeforhimtolie

init.

IdidtellKhetheloshe'sgoingtoofastbyfilingfor

divorcebutwhentheygiraffecamewithallthe

evidencethatitwasnotthefirsttimetheyhooked

up.Myjawdropped.

Itjustmademeputmyfootdownaboutthatlittle

jezabel.Shehadtogoandlookforanewmentor.

Itookmyphoneandwalkedouttotheguest'sroom.

Iopenedthewindowandgotinsidethecoversand

dialedKhethelo.

Itrangforawhileandsheanswered. 

Khethelo:"Hey"shesoundeddown.She'sbeen

crying. 



Me:"Heylove.Areyouokay?" 

Khethelo:"Yes.He'sagreedtosignthepapers" 

Me:"That'sgood.Areyougood?" 

Khethelo:"I'mgladhedid.YouknowIhatewhatI

seewheneverIseehim.AllseeishimdoingGod

knowswhattoGladeandthatmessesthehelloutof

meIhavebeenonthisbedcryingsinceheleft.Iam

amess"

Me:"I'msosorrybaby.You'regoingtohealmylove

donotrushit.Godwilleraseallthatpain,hewill

renewyourheartifneedbe.Wherearethekids?" 

Khethelo:"Heleftwiththem.AndIthinkitsbesthe

keepsthemforthiswhile.Ineedmoretimewith

myself"

Me:"Icantakethemin.Idon'tthinkhe'sattheright

statetobewithchildrenneither"

Khethelo:"Thankyou" 

Me:"Anytimemylove,anytime.Iwillcomeseeyou

lateron"Chriswalkedin. 

Khethelo:"Okbabethanks" 



Me:"Keepwell" 

Khethelo:"Youdotoo.Sendmylovetothekids"

Christookoffthegownandgotinbed.Hesnuggled

himselfaroundme.Hesmeltfresh. 

Me:"Iwill.Bye"

Ihungupafterwards."Didyoushower?" 

Chris:"YesIdid.IfiguredyouranawaybecauseIam

smelly"Ichuckled. 

Me:"Notatall.Iwantedtomakeacall"hekissedme

andwedriftedtosleep.Thesoundoftherainadded

comforttothemoment...

•••

[Emi]

Iwokeupanddecidedtobeproductivetoday.I

workedoutbeforemyDrsappointment.

IdrovetotheDrandwewentthroughthecheckup

procedure.Mybloodpressurewasaverage.It'sbeen

givingmeproblemssinceIlearnedaboutallthatis

goingonathome.



Mybrotherisn'tmyfavoriterightnow.Himand

Khetheloaremyparents.WhatamIgoingtodonow

thattheyareseparating?IdoubtKhethelowilleven

behereformewhenIgivebirth.AllthankstoKhule

forfailingtoremainfaithful.

IgotatextfromLihleasIdrovetoJason'swork.

"Hey.Howdiditgo?"Isn'tshethebestsister?

Iputthephoneaway.Iwasafewminutesaway

fromJason'swork.

Iarrived.Ilookedforaparkingspace.Isawacar

reversingout.Prefect.Itdrovetowardsmydirection.

Shehorned. 

Me:"Heystranger" 

Luvo:"Halomadam.Howareyoumypeople?"

Me:"Wearegood.Justheretocheckupondaddy" 

Luvo:"Hewasinameeting.Ithinkhe'sdonenow

though,I'mdrivingtoBraamtogetuslunch.What

areyougonnahave?" 

Me:"Whateveryouarehavingbabewillbefine" 



Luvo:"Oksweets.Seeyoujustnow"shedroveaway.

Idroveintoherparkingspace.

"Heyaunty.Wewentwell.Weareatdaddy's

workplacenow"

Itookpowderandapplieditonmyfaceandapplied

lipsticktoo.Myphonebeeped.

"PleasevisitmebeforeFriday.Iampermanently

movingtoDurbanonSaturday"-Khethelo.

Shejusthadtoruinmyday.Ilockedmyphoneand

gotoutofthecar.

FromtheentrancetotheliftIhadtomakesureIdo

notfall.Iwillnevergetusedtobeingstaredat.I

panic!

ImethisPAonthehallway.Shetoldmetogoand

waitinhisofficehe'sstillinthemeeting.

Iwalkedontothisoffice.Itossedmybagonthe

visitorschairandtouredaround.Helovespaintings.

Ithoughthewasactuallyjokingwhenhesaidhewill

hangthisbellypaintinginhisoffice.Howweirdcan

thismanbe?



Ifelthishandswraparoundme.Hekissedmyneck. 

Jason:"Doyoulikeit?"

Me:"Itisbeautiful.Ithoughtyouwerejokingwhen

yousaidyouwillputithere" 

Jason:"SincewhendoIjokearound?"Iturned

aroundandwrappedmyarmsaroundhisneck.He

lookedoveratmyfeet.Welaughed. 

Me:"Icanstillrock6inch"hekissedmyforehead. 

Jason:"Isee.Youlookterriblysexyinthisoutfit.A

wholebabymama" 

Me:"Ohplease"Itookmyhandsdownandwrapped

themaroundhiswaist."Imissedyou" 

Jason:"Imissedyoumore.Aren'tyouhungry?Luvo

wenttobuyusfood" 

Me:"Isawheronmywayin.Iplacedmyordertoo" 

Jason:"Okaybaby.Howdiditgo?" 

Me:"Itwentwell.Mybpisokay.Thebabyisgood

too.Imadeyouavideo"

Weletgo.Iwenttoformyphoneandgavehim.He



tookaseatandsmiled.Hepattedhislap.Iwentto

sitonit. 

Jason:"Ihaveneverbeenthishappyandbeenat

suchpeacemywholeentirelife.Everythingisgoing

well.Frommymentalstate,thebusinessandyou.

ThankyouforthischanceMaDubeIamtruly

grateful" 

Me:"Iloveyou"

"Youcan'tgoin.MrNzimaiswithsomeone"

Thedoorflewopen.

Bianca:"ItsChristmas.WhereisthemoneyJason?"

Igotupandheadedtothedoor."Nostay.Iwantyou

bothtotellmeyoutookmychild'smoneyanddid

yourfakehair" 

Jason:"WhatdidIsayaboutcominghereuninvited?

Don'tyouhavemynumberanymore?"

Bianca:"Iwantmoney!" 

Jason:"Isentmoneytoyourmother." 

Me:"I'llbeoutside"



Iwalkedoutleavingthemshoutingateachother.

Shehasaloosescrew.

Luvocame. 

Luvo:"Whyareyouseatinghere?"Shefrownedwhen

sheheardthenoisecomingfrominside."Bianca?"

Me:"Yep"Ichuckled.Sheshookherheadandsat

besideme.

Biancastormedout.Wewalkedin. 

Luvo:"Youguysshouldjusthaveyourownshow"I

laughed. 

Jason:"Itisnotfunnybabe.I'msorryaboutthat"he

huggedme.

Wesatdownandstartedeating...

•••

[Khethiwe]

Theresultscamebackpositive.Iwishthathelpedin

makingTylertrytogetclosetohisson.

Heisavoidingusatallcosts.Hecomeshomelate

andleaveearlyinthemorning.Ievensuggestedthat



Ishouldmoveoutbutheopposedthat.Iguesshe

likestheideaofavoidinghischild.

IhavedecidedIwillgobacktoworknextyearon

JanuarywhenBumbleBeeis4months.Mylifehas

changedforthebetter.IamgenuinelyhappyuntilI

rememberthere'sTylerandhisshenanigans.

Ifinishedbathingbaby.Idecidedtonamehim

LubanziZukhanye.Wehaveevenmadehisbirth

certificate.Jessicalongedplannedthis.

IhadtobegTylerfordaysbeforehereached30

days.Hefinallyagreed.

Iheardacarengineturnoff.Ipeepedthroughthe

window.Itwashim.Itsamiracle.

IputBumbleinhiscotandputablanketoverhim

andwentdownstairs.

Wemetonthestairs.Hegreetedandwentup.Only

Godknowswhatisgoingoninthathead.

Itookoutvegetables.

MyphonerangasIchopped.

Me:"Heysweetie" 



Khethelo:"Areyouhome?"

Me:"YesIam" 

Khethelo:"Ineedyourhelp.There'sarestaurantfor

salethereatCenturion.Iamthehighestbuyersofar

pleasegoandmeetthesellerandmakepayment

beforesomeonecomes"Ilookedatthetime.

Me:"Uhmokay.Sendmedetails" 

Khethelo:"Thankyousomuchsis.Iwillsenditjust

now"

Ihungup.Iswitchedoffthestoveandrushed

upstairs.

Hewasnotatourbedroom.Iwenttohisoffice. 

Me:"Willyoubegoinganywhere?"Hetookhis

glassesoff. 

Tyler:"No"

Me:"Pleaselookafterbumbleforanhour.Khethelo

justaskedmetomeetupwithsomeoneonher

behalf" 

Tyler:"I'mbusy" 



Me:"Tylerplease.Allyouwillhavetodoisfeedhim

thebottle" 

Tyler:"Iamworkingonaveryimportantcase.Icame

homebecauseiwantedtoworkonacalm

environment" 

Me:"ItwillonlybeforanhourTyler" 

Tyler:"IambusyKhethiwe" 

Me:"Ican'ttakeachildtoameeting.WhyshouldI

begyoutoactuallyloolafteryourbaby?Youwon't

eventouchhim.Icouldreallyaappreciatealittle

help"

Tyler:"Closethedooronyourwayout"

Iplacedthemonitoronhisdesk."Iwillnotbegoing

upanddownfeedingakidbottlesKhethiwe" 

Me:"Ican'ttakehimwithme.Wheredoyouwantme

toleavehim!" 

Tyler:"Takehimtotheorphanageorgivehimupfor

adoptionIreallydonotcare.Nowifyoudon't

mind..."hepointedatthedoor.

Ifrozeforacoupleofseconds.Whatdiseaseishe



sufferingfrom?...

[2/26,06:41]Zozaness:TheDubeLegacyreloaded

ChapterFifty-Three

•••

[Katlego]

Ifastrangercouldwalkinherethey'dswearIowna

daycare.Thesechildrenactliketheyarepossessed

byevilspirits.Iwishtheywerestilltiny.Iregret

wantingthemtogrowuphonestly.Sasaishomefor

2weeksherchildisnotwell.SoI'mjusthereby

myselfwiththese5problematiclittlepeople.

Iattemptedcombingmyhairbutitdidn'tgothrough.

Chriscamein. 

Me:"Pleasehelpclipmyhair" 

Chris:"Isuggestyougotothesalon" 

Me:"YouknowIcan'ttakethesekidstothesalon" 

Chris:"Thishasbeenabusyweekforyou.Iwilllook

afterthem.Gogetyournailsandhairdone" 



Me:"Areyouserious?" 

Heputhishandsaroundmeandkissedmy

forehead. 

Chris:"YesIam.Youcanevengotothespa" 

Me:"Itsfestiveseasonthosearefullybooked" 

Chris:"Notwhenyou'remarriedtoDrChrisDube.

Whichonewouldyouliketogoto?" 

Me:"Redpetalsinwaterfallwoulddo.Thoseguys

can-" 

Chris:"Guys?"Ilaughed. 

Me:"Yes.Theyareprofessional" 

Chris:"We'llgotoClark'sbeautyspaandIwilltake

youtheremyselftomakesurenoguystouchyou" 

Me:"Stopbeingdramatictheywillonlymassageme,

theywillnotstealmeawayfromyou"hesmirked.

Chris:"I'mstillcomingwithyou.Nomangetsto

touchmywife" 

Me:"ButIwouldn'tmindifwomenatspamassage

you"



Chris:"Thatwillneverhappen.Dressup"

Hekissedmylipsandwentout.

Ipeedandwenttodressup....

SoChriscameupwiththelollipoptricktokeepthem

quietwhilewedriveanditworks.

Wearrivedatthespa.

Thestaresandgreetings.Seemsliketheyare

familiarwiththisman.Hedoesn'tgotoSpashowon

earthdotheyknowhim?

Wegottothereceptiondesk.Hegreeted. 

Chris:"ThisismywifeKatlego,babythisisNosipho.

IsClarkin?"

Nosipho:"Yessheis.Doyouhaveanappointment?"

Chris:"No.PleasecallherandtellherChrisishere

toseeher" 

Nosipho:"MissStephandonotmeetpeoplewithout

appointmentsSir.Youcanmakeanappointment

now" 

Me:"Doyouperhapshaveavailablespacesfor-" 



Nosipho:"No"bathong!Chrisheldmyhandand

pulledmetothecouch.

Chris:"Shewasyourhusband'ssidechick" 

Me:"Andyouknowthathow?" 

Chris:"Someway.Butdon'tmindhershe'sabitter

soul...lookatyou!"Theyshookhandsandhugged.Is

isAnnaringmerightnow?Thisgirlbetterbenothis

ex. 

Clark:"You'remorebeautifulinperson.I'mClark,I

knowthismannevertoldyoumynameorever

mentionedmeatall"shesaidextendingherhand.I

tookit.

Me:"Youknowhimverywell" 

Clark:"ForgivemeIcouldn'tcometoyourweddingI

wasoutofthecountrybutI'mprettysureyougot

yourgift,hopefullyyoulikeit" 

Me:"Mysistersweretheoneswhoopenedthem" 

Clark:"Thecoffeeset" 

Me:"ThankyousomuchIloveit.Iwouldn'tknow

whattodowithit.Ireallyloveit" 



Chris:"I'mstillhereandhopingtohavemywife

squeezedin" 

Clark:"We'refullybooked" 

Me:"Itoldyou" 

Clark:"But...you'reherenowandthisisyoursecond

weddinggift.Mytreat." 

Chris:"Andsheshallbemassagedbyonlyfemales" 

Clark:"Iprefermenbutokay.Letmegetaladyto

preparearoomforyou.Youmayhelpyourselfwith

refreshmentswhileyouwait" 

Me:"Thankyou"shesmiledandwalkedaway."How

doyouknoweachother?" 

Chris:"Wegrewuptogether.Ourmomswere

friends."

Me:"Andnowy'allaredistant?" 

Chris:"Yeah.Longstory.Letmeloveyouandleave

you.Callmewhenyou'redone."Hekissedmeand

walkedaway.Ipouredmyselfjuiceandsatonthe

couch.Theblackcatkeptstealingglances.Who

wouldactuallywannabePitso'ssidechick?Ugh



somefemalesthough....

•••

[Khethelo]

Tohellwithwhoevermadetheserules.Whereisone

expectedtoruntoaftertheirfailedmarriageifits

unlawfultogobackhome?Ourcustomshavea

handinkillingsofwomenbytheirhusbands.Howis

itunlawfultogobacktoyourparent'shouse?

AuntyNomsawasmorethanthrilledtocomeand

breakthebignewsthatIcan'tstayathome.I

wouldn'tbesoangryifsomeoneelsesaidbutthen

her...GodknowshowmuchIwillforeverbeupset

withthatwoman.

Isatonthekitchencounter.IwasluckyIstillhad

Linda'scontactsandshemadeafewcallsandgot

methisplace.Ifitwasn'tforherI'dbestuckina

hotelmiserablemorethanIalreadyam.

TheonlyfurnitureIshouldgetfornowisbedsand

everythingforthekitchen.Iwillseeaboutcouches

onMonday.Ineedrest.



ItookmyphoneandcalledYoli.Maybeshemightbe

uptocomeseeme.Itrangunattended.Itexted

Nhleloshecancomeandhelpme.Iturnedherdown

whenshesuggestedto.IfeltlikeIneedtobealone

butthatwouldjustbemetakingmyselfstraightto

thedarkplace,Icanfeelmysoulslowlygetting

closertoit.

Myphonerang.She'sbeenverysupportive,my

wholefamilyactually.Samcallseverytimebuthasn't

calledsinceyesterday.Hecalledmeandtoldme

everythingisgonnabealrightbeforeIwenttocourt.

Itrulyneededthat.

Me:"Hey" 

Nhlelo:"I'mhere.What'syourroomnumber?" 

Me:"2ndfloorroom23.Didyoufly?"Shelaughed.

Nhlelo:"Ineverleft.Ijustwenttothecoffeeshop2

streetsaway."

Me:"Okbringmecoffee" 

Nhlelo:"Ok"

Iheardaknock.Itbetternotbenotneighbors



comingtointroducethemselves.Iamnotinthe

mood.

Me:"There'ssomeoneatthedoor.Doublecream

okay?" 

Nhlelo:"Ofcourse"

Iopenedthedoor.Welaughed. 

Me:"Tsotsi"

Nhlelo:"No.Ithoughtitmightcheeryouup?"I

chuckled.

Me:"Itdid"Iclosedthedoorandtookmycoffee. 

Nhlelo:"So;wheredowestart?"

Me:"I'vecleanedup.Youjustgonnahelpmesetup

thebedroomswhenthefurniturearrivesandthen

withgrocerieslater.You'restillgoingtobemy

cheaffuruntilIgetacar" 

Nhlelo:"Youcantakeit.Iwilltakethebustocampus

anduberifIgoout" 

Me:"Nhlelo...."

Nhlelo:"HowkindofalittlesiswouldIbeifIkeptmy



carwhilemybigsisneedsitthemost?AndbesidesI

don'tlikedriving"

Me:"We'lltalktomahfirst"Shenodded.Myphone

beeped.

"Iamcooking.Iwouldlovetohaveyouhomefor

dinner"

Ismiled. 

Me:"ItsMamDino.Shesaysshe'scookingandshe

wouldlovetohavemehome" 

Nhlelo:"NotwhileLuciferisstillthere"sherolledher

eyes.Ilaughed. 

Me:"That'syouraunt!" 

Nhlelo:"Aisuka.She'sjustaladythatisalways

meddlinginpeople'sbusiness"

Me:"Stopitmtakabhuti"welaughed.

Shetookmyhandandsqueezedit.

Nhlelo:"Yougonnabeokay."Myeyesdropped."You

knowlastnightIaskedmamawhyareyousad

becauseyouinitiatedthedivorce.Ididn'tunderstand



reallybutsheclearedeverythingoutforme.I

thoughtmaybejustbecauseyoufiledfordivorce

youdidn'tlovehimanymore" 

Me:"No.Istilldo.Alot." 

Nhlelo:"Thenpleaseletmebehereforyou.Ican

moveinwithyouifyouwant.Ididresearchabout

divorcesideeffects,theyincludedepression,anxiety,

substanceabuseandmanymorebadthings.Iwould

hateitifIstayedbackandwatchedwithoutany

attempttobethereforyou" 

Me:"Aren'tyouthesweetest.Thankyou" 

Nhlelo:"Pleasuresis.Ican'tbegintoimaginewhat

you'regoingthrough"

Me:"I'llbefine.There'snothingtimedoesn'tfix.IfI

couldgetthepassingofmyparents,thisisnothing.

AndwiththesupportsystemIhave,it'sbetter."

Shesmiled.Weheardaknock,shewenttogetthe

door.

Itwasthefurniturepeople.Theywereearly.Iwas

expectingthemlateron....



•••

[Bonga]

Ihatemeetandgreets.I'mnotsomuchofan

amicablebeing.The5workingdayscostmeso

muchfriendliness.Saturdaysaremydaystobeme.

Babashould'vebeentheonetoattendthisbuthe

decidedtoflytoDurban. 

Nkazicamebackwithourdrinks. 

Me:"Thanks.Iwishtheycanjustcallitaday"she

laughed. 

Nkazi:"Ithasonlybeen10minutes.Youhaven't

evenmetandgreetanyone" 

Me:"AndI'mnotlookingforwardtoit" 

Nkazi:"Just2people.Yourdadwillwanttoknow

whodidyoumeet"shesaidlookingaround."Trythat

ladyout.Sheseemsapproachable" 

Me:"She'sbusyonhertab" 

Nkazi:"Shemightbeourpotentialclient" 

Me:"Sheseemslikeamake-upguru"shesighed. 



Nkazi:"Everyonewho'sheremightbesomeone's

potentialclient.Ifshe'samakeupguruthebgoto

herandseeifyoucaninvestinhermakeupworld" 

Me:"AndwhatdoIknowaboutmakeup?" 

Nkazi:"There'sresearch.Ifshe'sinterestedin

workingwithyouthenwewillfindsomeonetoteach

youaboutmakeup" 

Me:"Ihateyouforthis"shechuckledandIgotup.

Igreetedthelady.Shelookedlikeadoll.Idon'tsee

thenecessityofsomuchfacepaintbutwhatcanI

say?Thefemalespecieslovethebeat. 

Me:"Isthisseattaken?" 

Her:"Nonotatall."Itookaseat. 

Me:"BongaDube"Isaidextendingmyhand. 

Her:"PriscillaNgwenya" 

Me:"CEOoftheDubeconstruction" 

Priscilla:"Nicetomeetyou.I'maco-ownerofMilla

cosmetics" 

Me:"Youdon'tsay.YouknowIamsokeenabout



makeuprecently.Ijustwanttoexploreother

departments,focusingonbricks,sites,cementand

soilisgettingtoordinaryforme"shelaughed. 

Priscilla:"Areyoustraight?" 

Me:"Straight?" 

Priscilla:"Sexuality"Ilaughed. 

Me:"YesIam.Ijustlovethemagicyouwomen

performonyourfaces.Lookatyou,you'reatrue

Barbie.IhonestlywishIhadtheprivilege"she

laughed.Amanoutofnowherestoodbeforeus. 

Him:"Sorrytodisturb.Babe,wegottogo" 

Priscilla:"Let'sdiscussthisoverlunch"shehanded

meherbusinesscardandtheyleft.

Nkazisatnexttome. 

Nkazi:"Youdidwell.Nowlet'sgetthatsomeoneto

briefyouaboutmakeup" 

Me:"Ialsoneedawirelessearpiecesoyoucantell

mewhattosayduringthatlunch" 

Nkazi:"DonotforgetaboutHappy'smeds"Ilooked



atthetime.Itotallyforgotaboutit.

Me:"Idon'tknowwhatI'dbewithoutyou" 

Nkazi:"Ineedaraise" 

Me:"Youdefinitelygonnagetit"

Iheadedtotheparkinglot...

Happy:"Ifitwasn'tforEmiIwouldbelongdead" 

Me:"I'msorry.IforgottotellNkazitobuyitandhave

itdelivered" 

Happy:"Iwouldreallyappreciateitifyoutalkedto

meandnevermentionthatname"shethinkswe're

datingbecausetheyhadanargumentwhenHappy

calledwhileIwasinameeting.Shesaystheway

Nkazispoketohersoundedlikewe'redating.

Women!

Me:"What?ShouldIrenameher?" 

Happy:"Idon'tknow.Justdon'tmentionit"

Me:"MamaKaSbahletellmesomething.Ifyoudo

notlovemeanymoreasyousay,whywouldyou

haveaproblemwithNkazi?"



Happy:"HowIfeelaboutNkazihasnothingtodo

withus.Shedisrespectedme.Asamotherofyour

childrenIcannottolerateyourgirlfriendbeing

disrespectfultome" 

Me:"She'snotmygirlfriend.SheismyPA" 

Happy:"Yeahright" 

Me:"Don'tfightit.Ifyoustillloveme,ofwhichI

knowyoudojustsayitandwelivehappilyeverafter

withour4babiesthatwemadeinmyoffice"she

rolledhereyes.

Happy:"Don'tflatteryourself"shetookhermedsand

wentout.

Thequadswerefastasleep.Theyalwaysare.I

watchedthemsleep.SbahleandOlwethulook

exactlylikeUnathi,mylatesister.IcriedwhenI

realizedit.Theothertwo;NtandoandOluhlethey

areacombinationofHappyandI.Wewere

expecting3,theforthonewasasurprise.Balanced

equation,2boysand2girls.

TothinkIwantedthemterminated.Ishallregretthat

foraslongasIshalllive.Eventhoughwearen't



togetherIamjustgladsheforgavemeandletting

meintoourchildren'slives.

SbahletossedoverhishandtoOluhle'sface.She

openedhermouth.She'ssuchafoodie. 

Happy:"Yougonnagocrazy." 

Me:"Thisistooadorable" 

Happy:"You'recuffed" 

Me:"Wouldyourmomallowmetostayover?"

Happy:"What?No" 

Me:"Ijustwannaspendanothernightwiththem" 

Happy:"Mydadwon'tallowyoutostayover" 

Me:"Thenheshouldallowyouguystocomewith

me" 

Happy:"I'llspeaktomom" 

Me:"Thankyou"

Shehandedmeabottle.IfedOluhle.Ican'twaitfor

themtogrowup...

...



[Khethiwe]

Mybaby'ssmileispriceless.He'sliterallythemost

beautifulthingI'veeverlaidmyeyeson.

Itookhimoutofthewaterandputhiminhisbathing

blanket.

Iputhiminhiscribandgotinthebathroomtotakea

quickshower.

ThisiswhatI'vebeendoing.Bathwithadooropen

andspendlessthan10minutesshowering.

Iheardadoorcreakopen.Iquicklywashedoffthe

soaponmyheadandgrabbedatowelandrushedto

thedoor.IstoppedwhenIsawhim.Hehadhimin

hisarms.

Heturnedmydirection.He'sheretosoftenupwith

thisredface.Heslidbackhishoodiehat.Westared

ateachotherforquitesometime.

Tyler:"Hi" 

Me:"Hi"

Tyler:"Youcangoonandbath.Where'shisbottle?"



Me:"Inhiswarmerbag" 

Tyler:"Oh.We'llbeatthelounge"

Me:"No!...Imeanno.Stayhere.Theheaterisbroken,

he'snotdressed" 

Tyler:"Iwilldresshimupifthat'sokay" 

Me:"Hislotionsareontheseconddrawer.There's

hisdiaperandclothes"Isaid.Idon'tevenwantto

askwhatchanged.

SinceIleftlastSaturdayhenevermadeanymeans

tocontactme.Itoldmyselfwearedone.Iwasso

pissedatwhathesaidonFridaywhenIhadtogo

meettheselleroftherestaurant.Istillambutnotas

muchasIhavebeenforthepast4days.

Ibathed.IknowitssillybutIfaster,scaredthathe

mightharmhim.

HewasdressedandfastasleeponTyler'sshoulder.

Iappliedlotionanddressedup.Heputhimbackto

hiscrib. 

Me:"Beeformutton?" 

Tyler:"I'msorry"hewalkedtowardsme."I'msorry



forbeingajerk.Idonotdeservetobelovedbyyou

thismuch.I'msorryaboutallthemeanthingsIsaid

concerningBanzi.Iwasangryyou'retakingcareof

mybaddecisions.Butyouleavingmereallyshowed

meyoutrulylovehimandyou'dgiveupanythingfor

him.ThankyouMaDladla.Ioweyoumylife" 

Me:"Don'tcry" 

Tyler:"Pleaseforgiveme" 

Me:"Itsokay"wehugged. 

Tyler:"Pleasecomebackhome" 

Me:"Wewill.Don'tcry"

Ihatethissideofhim.Itbreaksmyhearttoseehim

cry.Asmuchashe'sajerkIstilllovehimlikehe's

perfect....

•••

[Khule]

Itookafinallookatmyselfonthemirror.These

shoesaren'tsonice. 

Me:"AreyousureI'mgood?" 



Q:"Youarehot" 

Me:"Hairmakesmelookweird" 

Q:"DoIlookweirdtoyou?"

Me:"YouknowwhatImean" 

Q:"ActuallyIdon't.Berespectfulandremember

you'reusingmyidentitytoseeyourwife" 

Me:"Thismustachedoesn'tlooklikeyours" 

Q:"Justbethankfulyouevengotamustacheand

Khethelowillnotnotice"

Yes.ThiswhatI'veturnedto.Iamdoingeverything

justtoseeher.She'sahugepartofmyworldand

herabsenceisdrivingmebananas.

Shewouldn'tevenhearmeoutafterGladetoldherit

wasn'tthefirsttime.

IgrantedherthedivorcebecauseIknowshe'sangry

anddenyingtosignwould'vemadeherevenmore

angrier.IflewdowntoDurbanthismorning.Ineed

tomakesureshe'sokay.Ihavemypeopletracking

downhereverymovebutthatisn'tenough.Ineedto

seeher.SorightI'mpretendingtobeQuinton.



WesawNhlelo'scardrivein. 

Q:"Bepatient.You'llgoinafter30minutes" 

Me:"Itoldyounottorollasecondblunt?Khethelois

gonnagotakeabathfor40minutessoonasshe

walksin" 

Q:"DonotforgetwhatItaughtyou.Don'tdisappoint

me"

Igotoutandheadedinsidethecomplex.

Iwrotedownallmydetailsandwentin.

ItookoutmypieceofmirrortocheckifI'mstillokay

beforeknocking.

Nhleloopenedup.Shefrowned.Ismiled. 

Me:"Hi" 

Nhlelo:"Hello" 

Me:"I'mheretoseeyoursister" 

Nhlelo:"Comein"

Iwentin.IstoodnexttothedoorwhileNhlelo

disappearedtothecorridor.



Theplacelooksdecent.Sheboughtawallclock,she

reallymeanbusiness.SheknowsIhatethisshit.

Itwascloseto10pm.WepromisedYoliwe'dbe

backbynow.

ItookoutmyphoneandtextedQuintonhecango

home.Nhlelocameback. 

Nhlelo:"She'scomingshewasabouttobath" 

Me:"Doyoumindtakingthisclockwithyoutothe

bathroom?"ItsmoreirritatingbecauseI'mhigh. 

Nhlelo:"Itspermanent.Thepreviousownergluedit

there"fuckhimorher."Youmaytakeaseat"

Sheappearedfromthepassege. 

Khethelo:"Hi"Iclearedmythroat. 

Me:"Hi." 

Khethelo:"UhmNhlelocanyougiveusamoment

please?"Nhlelowalkedaway.

Khetheloheadedtothedoorandopenedit."Out" 

Me:"Icamehereinpeace" 



Khethelo:"OutKhulekani.Idon'twanttoseeyour

faceorevenhearyourvoice."Noway!

Me:"Youcanseeme?" 

Khethelo:"Yes.QuintonpatstheleftthighandI

knowyourvoice.HowdidyouevenknowwhereI

was?Getout.Trythisjokeonyourhoemaybeshe

mightnotseeyouandfuckyouagainthinkingyou're

yourbrother" 

Me:"Icametocheckuponyou" 

Khethelo:"WellIamstillbrokenandwishingInever

metyou.IfyouevershowyourfacehereuninvitedI

willgetarestrainingorder" 

Me:"I'mSorry.NoneedtodothatIwillkeepmy

distance"

Iwalkedout.IfeltrelievedthatIsawherbutsadshe

stillhatesme.

IfoundQuintonwaitingformeoutsidethegate

smoking. 

Me:"Ipatthewrongthigh"

Quinton:"You'readisappointmenttotheDubeclan" 



Me:"Thanks"

Wegotinthecaranddroveoff....

[2/26,06:41]Zozaness:TheDubeLegacyreloaded

ChapterFifty-Four

•••

[Khethiwe]

Lelo:"Bambino" 

Me:"Hey.IwasjusttakingmychancesIthoughtyou

wereasleep" 

Lelo:"NoI'mnotjustfinishedtakingabath.Whyare

youwhispering?"

Me:"He'shere.I'minthebathroomIdon'twanthim

tohearme"

Lelo:"He'scomearound?" 

Me:"YeahIthinkso.He'sbeentakingcareofBanzi

sincemorning." 

Lelo:"I'mgladbabe." 



Me:"Yeahmetoo."IheardCalspeakingonthe

background."Letmesleep.Let'shopeyouhaven't

forgotaboutourlunchtomorrow"sheLaughed.

Lelo:"Letmesetupareminder.Goodnight" 

Me:"Goodnight"

Ihungupandwalkedout.Isighed.Theywereall

overthebed,nomorespaceforme.Itookafleece

andclimbedonthecouch.Theylooksocute.

Ismiledalone.Goddoanswerprayers.Thisisavery

pricelessmoment.Itisahugebeautifulgift,having

these2meninmylifeiswhatwillalwayspushme

todobetterandbebetter.

Couldthisbethelightattheendofatunnel

MaNgcobowastalkingabout?Becauseeversince

hecameintomylifeeverythinglightenedup.Iwas

onlyeffectedbyTylerbutitalsowasn'tthatdeep.

I'minadifferentpositiveheadspaceIamhappy,

genuinelyhappy.

Igotupandtookapictureofthem.Iwilldefinitely

framethisone...



•••

[Emi]

Iwokeuptomyphoneringing.Ilookedforitundera

pillowIcouldn'tfindit.Ispotteditonthefloor.Igot

offthebedtotakeit.

Ithadstoppedringing.ItwasKhethelo.Iwenttothe

bathroomtopee.Wehaven'tspokeforamonthor

so.IalsogotpunishedforKhule'ssins.Ihaven't

spokentohiminageseither.Hedisappointedme.

Heisselfish,hedidwhateverhedidwiththatGlade

andforgotwhatcouldthatcosthim.Eversincetheir

divorceit'sbeenamanforhimself.Wehaven'thad

anygatheringitsjustphonecalls.Katlegosuggested

wegooutforlunchtoday.Thefirsteverlunchsince

KhetheloleftandIknowitsgonnabeawkward

withouther.

Ifinishedandcalledher.Shedidn'tpickup.

Maybeshecalledbymistake.Ifilledthetubwhile

textingJason.Idonotlikehishabitofleavingmein

bedandgotoworkwithoutgoodbye.

Thedooropened.Hesmiled.



Jason:"She'smadatme.I'mworkingfromhome

todaysweetheart"

Me:"Thenwhydidn'tyousay?" 

Jason:"Andfaceyourgrumpyselfforthewholeday?

I'dratherswallowademinthantodisturbyoursleep.

Whatwouldyouliketoeat?" 

Me:"Food.GetoutI'mabouttobath" 

Jason:"Iwillbemakingyoubreakfast" 

Me:"I'dlikesomethingnotpreparedbyyou" 

Jason:"WhathaveIdonenow?" 

Me:"Whateveritisitshouldbechilliandgreasy" 

Jason:"Comingrightup"

Hereversedout.Heirritatesmetoday.Whyarehis

lipsneverdry?Andtheearingonhisleftearmakes

mesick.

Iundressedandgotinthetub.Thewarmthofthe

waterdoessomethingtome.Igetrelieved.

Jason:"BabeshouldIaddwings?"Heshoutedfrom

theotherside.



Me:"Yes" 

Jason:"Iloveyou" 

Me:"Ofcourseyoudo"

Jason:"Pleasebenice"whatdoeshemean?Iamat

mynicesttoday.

Ignoredhimandansweredmyringingphone. 

Me:"Hey" 

Khethelo:"Heybaby.I'msogladtohearyourvoice" 

Me:"I'mgladyourememberedIexist"shesighed. 

Khethelo:"ThingshavebeenroughbabeI'msorry.

AndthelasttimewespokeyouweremadatmesoI

wasgivingyoutimetocooloff" 

Me:"IwishyouunderstoodhowmuchIneedyouin

myliferecently.Youcameintomylifeandresumed

amotherroletomeandnowyou'regoneandyou

haven'tcheckeduponmeforweeks" 

Khethelo:"I'msorry.I'vebeencaughtupinthis

divorcethingandforgotaboutimportantpeoplein

mylife.I'msorryforbeingsodistant.Isthebaby



growing?" 

Me:"Yesitis."Ibrushedmytummy."Ireallywish

youwerestillhere" 

Khethelo:"Youcanvisitmeanytime.Separatingwith

Khuledoesn'tmeanwe'vestoppedbeingfamily.I

stillloveyou" 

Me:"Istillloveyoutoo.Areyougonnabehome

whenJasoncomestopaydamages?"

Khethelo:"UnfortunatelyIcan'tmybaby." 

Me:"CanyouatleastbeincontactwithKhethiweto

makesuretheydoeverythingaccordingly?" 

Khethelo:"Definitelysthandwasam.Definitely" 

Me:"PleasecallmeeverydayandIwilldotoo.Imiss

yousomuch" 

Khethelo:"Iwill.AndImissyoumore.I'llgetyoua

tickettocomehereafterI'vesettledin" 

Me:"Youmovedout?"

Khethelo:"Yeah.I'minDurban"

Me:"Permanently?" 



Khethelo:"Yes." 

Me:"Wowthisisserious"Ihadhopetheywill

reconcilesoonbutifshemovedoutthechancesare

veryslim. 

Khethelo:"Prettymuch.Letmegetbackintosetting

upthisplace.We'lltalklater" 

Me:"Byemommy" 

Khethelo:"ByemyAngel"

Ihungupaputthephoneaway.Jasongotin. 

Jason:"TheDrsaidlesscryingmarshmallow,what's

wrong?" 

Me:"IknowbutIcan'thelpit.Ithurts.Khetheloeven

lefttheprovince." 

Jason:"Butyourothersisterin-lawsarestillhere" 

Me:"She'stheonethatIneedherethemost" 

Jason:"Thenwe'llgotoDurban.Don'tcry"hewiped

mytearsandbrushedmytummy."Turnaround,let

mescrubyourback"

Ismiledandturnedaround.Hedoesn'tgettiredof



meandmymoods...

•••

[Calvin]

Icollapsedonachairinmyoffice.ItsabouttimeI

retired.Thismovingupanddownattendingmeeting

aftermeetingbusinessisgettingtoomuchforan

oldmanlikeme.

Mbalicameinlikelightning.

Me:"Areyoubeingchasedbyaghost?" 

Mbali:"Journalists.Theyarealloverthebuilding.

Thesecuritiesarepreventingthemtocomeup.I'm

heretogetyououtofhere"Igotupandtookmy

phone.

Me:"Whatdotheywant?Let'sgo" 

Mbali:"ItsaboutYezwe" 

Me:"Whathasthatboydonenow?Pleasegetmy

tab"sherantomydeskwhileIwentouttogeton

theliftheadingdown.

Theywerebuzzingaroundasflies.



"Wewannaspeaktoyourboss"

"IshereallyaDube?"

"Howishetakingthenewsofhissoncomingoutof

thecloset?"

Theywereallspeakingatthesametimeuntiltwoof

themanyspottedme.Theyranmydirection.The

securityteamstoppedthem.

"Haveyounevernoticedyoursonwasgay?"

"Areyougoingtodisownhim?"

"What'syourtakeabouttheLGBQTcommunity?"

"Hementionedintheinterviewthatyoujust

discoveredyou'rethelateMphangiseni'ason.Isit

true?"

Mbaligotoffthelift. 

Me:"Holdit"IwentbackinItookmytab."Please

Googlethatmagazineforme" 

Mbali:"Onit"

Itookoutmyphoneandtextedeveryonethatwe

haveameeting.



Whatthehellpossessedthisboy?...

•••

[Katlego]

Ihavenever.Imeaneverreceivedatextfrom

Calvin. 

Me:"BrotherCalisrequestingameeting"Lelorolled

hereyes. 

Lelo:"Iknewit" 

Khethiwe:"Anyideawhatisitabout?"

Shewentthroughherbagandtookoutamagazine. 

Lelo:"Heprobablyfoundoutaboutthis"

Ohmy!Iknewit.Andeveryonewho'sobservant

knewittoo.He'safashiondesignerforGod'ssake!

Myboymadeittoawholecoverpageofan

internationalmag.He'sbeenverybusywhilewe

snoredandfartatnight. 

Khethiwe:"Ihaveneverbeensoproud" 

Emi:"Heisthegem.Couldthisbethereasonwhy



he'sbeendistant?"

Lelo:"Yes" 

Me:"Youknewhe'sgay?"

Lelo:"NotuntiltheKimthelawyersaga.Apparently

hesleptwithhertoo,whenItoldhimheshouldfind

adecentgirlfriendnotKim.Hetoldmehedoesn'tdo

girls,Kimwasjustanexperiment." 

Emi:"I'mjustgladhefinallystoppedlivingforpeople.

I'msoreadyforwhateverbhutiisgoingtosay" 

Lelo:"He'sprobablygoingtodisownhim.Calvin

hatesgaypeople" 

Me:"ThisisourtimetoshowYezweourfull

support" 

Lelo:"Ihavepreparedtoleavetooifhedisownhim" 

Emi:"Bitbybit.Mybrotherswillbeleftwithno

wives" 

Khethiwe:"Iftheyaren'twatchingthat'sgonnabethe

case" 

Me:"Yourmother'skidsarereallytiring" 



Emi:"Aslongasy'allwon'tchangeonme" 

Khethiwe:"Ever.Letmecallhimandcheckifthey're

stillokay" 

Lelochuckled. 

Lelo:"I'mevensurprisedyoulefthimwithTyler" 

Khethiwe:"Ittookmealottofinallygivein."Shesaid

andexcusedherself.

Me:"Sheloveshim"

Lelo:"Alot.Thefactthatshewaswillingtoleave

Tylerfornotacceptinghimmeansalotreally"

Emi:"She'shappyanditshows.Thismotherlything

istrulynatural" 

Me:"Itis.Youdon'thavetogotoschoolforit.She's

treatinghimwithcareandlove,haveyouseenhow

freshheis?"

Lelo:"Icouldjusteatthosechubbyyellowthighs."

Me:"Andallheconsumeismilk" 

Emi:"What?Why?"



Me:"Khethiwehasnotthrewawayculture.Babies

starteatingsolidsat6monthsandshe'sgoingthat

routeanditsperfectlyworkingforBanzi.He's

healthyandbeautiful" 

Emi:"SoIhavetobreastfeedfor6months?"

Me:"Youcanbreastfeedandalsogivehim/herthe

bottle"

Emi:"Yohsomuchwork"

Welaughed.Khethiwecameback. 

Khethiwe:"Theyarestillinonepieceandtheyare

drivingtoHeidelberg"

Lelo:"Weshouldalsogetgoing" 

Emi:"Letgettakeaways." 

Lelo:"Youjustreadmymind.Plusthere'snobeerin

thathouse"

Khethiwe:"KatandIwillgogetthem"

Iputmycellinmybagandoffwewenttotheliquor

shop...

•••



[Khule]

Iamlefttoownthishousetoday.Theownersareat

work.IhavebeeneatingsinceIwokeup.Whydo

womenmakeeverythingsonice?

EventhisjuicetastesbetterthantheoneIusually

makeformyself.Ipausedthegame.Durban

weatherissick,whenwesleptlastnightwewere

sweatingbuttodayitisrainingandI'mfreezing.

Iwenttothekitchentodishup.Yolicookedlast

nightafterweate.SpeciallyformecauseIamthe

depressedtwinandfoodis"therapy"shesaid.

IputitinthewarmerwhileIhadaveryintimate

conversationwiththeicecream.Iheardfootsteps

approaching. 

Me:"Goback!" 

Quinton:"Icouldn'tfocusknowingyou'reeatingall

thisfoodbyyourself" 

Me:"Ihavenoproblemreally.Iamdoingreallygreat

youmaygobacktowork" 

Quinton:"I'mstarving.Thisweedisn'thealthy" 



Me:"Ohhh.NowIgetit.Youknowthisismy6th

mealsinceyouleft" 

Quinton:"Howmanybluntshaveyourolled?" 

Me:"4or5" 

Quinton:"Areyoutryingtodie?Areyouhighright

now?" 

Me:"Idon'tknow.DoIlookhigh?" 

Quinton:"Idon'tknow.Doyoufeelhigh?" 

Me:"Idon'tknow.DoIsoundhigh?" 

Quinton:"Youarehigh"welaughed."Let'swarmthis

foodupandeat" 

Me:"Sayplease" 

Quinton:"Please" 

Me:"Youdon'tsoundlikeyoumeanit" 

Quinton:"LetmecallYolztobringuschillies" 

Me:"Thegreenones"

Hestaredathisphoneforquitesometime. 

Quinton:"There'sameetingathome.Justreada



textfromCalvin" 

Me:"Whatmeeting?" 

Quinton:"Hedidn'texplain.Hejustsaidwehavea

meeting.Didyoualsoreceiveatext?" 

Me:"Idon'tevenknowwherethatphoneis.Call

him" 

Quinton:"Turnonthestewstove" 

Me:"CallCalvin"heovertomyside.

Quinton:"Kush" 

Calvin:"Yesboys.Didyougetmymassage?" 

Quinton:"YesIdid.What'sup?" 

Calvin:"Haven'tyouseenit?Yezweistrendingfor

beingaproudgay" 

Us:"What?" 

Calvin:"Yes.IwillhaveyouguysonSkype" 

Me:"Don'tmakeanypermanentdecisionsyet.This

isprettyshockingbut-" 

Calvin:"Butnothing.I'llseeyoualllater"



Hehungup.IwasstillstuckatYezwebeingaproud

gay. 

Me:"Hesleepswithmen?" 

Quinton:"Idon'tknowifhedoesbutyesthat'swhat

gaypeopledo" 

Me:"That'ssofuckingcreepy" 

Quinton:"ShouldwegotoJo'burg?" 

Me:"NoI'mnotgoingthere.Youcangoifyouwant

butIwillstayhereandforoncebeunavailablelike

otherkids" 

Quinton:"DonotusemyWi-Fiforfacetime" 

Me:"Ibroughtmyrouterwithme.Andforthatyou

willnottouchmyfood"

Itookthepotandwenttothelounge. 

Quinton:"I'myourpartnerincrime.Remember?" 

Me:"Gochangethatsuit.Youlooklikeyourfather" 

Quinton:"Don'teat.I'llbebackjustnow"

Heranupthestairs.Thisisthefirstgaypersonin



ourfamily.Howcomeweneverseenit?....

•••

[Tyler]

Calvin'shouseisasbigasacastle.Iwonderhow

manypeoplecleanit.Thisismysecondtime

cominghere.Ididnotfinishmytourlasttimeand

sinceeveryonehasn'tarrivedImightaswell

continuewhereIleftoff.

ThehelpingladytookBanzitoMpendulo'snursery.

He'ssuchapeacefulchild.Haven'theardhimcry

sinceKhethiweleft.Youjustgottofeedhimhis

bottleandchangehisnappytheny'allaregood.

Ifoundmyselfinatheatreroom.Iturnedthelights

onandlookedfortheremote.Ifounditandsat

down.

Iturnedonthegiganticscreen.Ineverunderstood

suchbigscreens.Theygetmecrazy,Ilosemymind

whenwatchingone.

Myphonerang.Itookitout.Itwasthebabe. 

Me:"Wifey?" 



Khethiwe:"Haveyouseenthenews?" 

Me:"No.Why?" 

Khethiwe:"GetontheNews24websiterightnow"

shesaidandhungup.

Ididasperinstruction.Iplayedtheir4pmnews.

IkeptfastforwardinguntilIheardtheGladename

mentioned.Irewind.

"Onanotherstopstoriesabodyawomanwhofound

thismorninghasbeenidentifiedasGlade

NombuleloNgubane.The26yearoldhadbeenlost

forthepast24hoursthefamilymembermentioned.

Theforensicshaven'tdiscoveredyetwhatcould've

ledtothedeathofthedeceased.Thepolicearestill

investigating.

Thepeoplewhowereleftterrifiedbytherainin

Durbanarebeing...."

Ilockedmyphone.ThisispetroltotheDubefire.

Khetheloisgonnabetheprimesuspect.

IcalledKhule.Hedidn'tpickup.IcalledQ,healso

didn'tpickup.



Igotupandrusheddownstairs.

Calvin:"Whereareyourushingto?" 

Me:"Durban" 

Calvin:"What?Why?" 

Me:"Gladewasfounddead" 

Calvin:"So?" 

Me:"So?ThatwillleadrighttoKhethelo" 

Calvin:"Wehaveameeting"

Me:"Wehaveabiggerproblemthanhavinga

meetingoveroursonwho'sattractedtothesame

gender.Itsthe21stcentury.Itiscompletelynormal

Cal." 

Calvin:"Areyoulisteningtoyourself?I'mnotgonna

haveasonwhosuckdicks!" 

Me:"Wellhedoes.Evenifyoucoulddisownhimhe

willstillbeyourson.Yourbloodflowsinhisveins.

Stoplivingin1800s.ThismeetingisoverDubedon't

putourchildthroughthat.Agaysonisbetterthana

deadone."



Myphonerang.Ilefthimstandingthere.

Me:"Goodevening" 

Caller:"Tyler.Itsme.Ididn'twhoelsetocall"she

wassobbing. 

Me:"Khethelo?" 

Khethelo:"Gladewasfounddead.AndIwastakenin

forquestioningbutnowI'marrestedbecausethey

foundthreateningmessagesinherphoneandthe

policebelieveitwasmebecausetheyaresayingshe

shouldstayawayfromKhule.Andtheletterthatwas

foundinherapartmentmentionsthatifsheisever

founddeadIshouldbethefirstpersontobe

questioned"

"Timeisup" 

Me:"Iwillbetherefirstthingtomorrowokay"

Thelinewentdead.Fuck...
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Prologue

-

Ihandedthenewspaperovertoher.Shebrieflyran

hereyesonit,shelookedatme.Igetthehint,Ihave

toexplain.

Me:"Ipassed!4distinctions!"Isaidjumpingupand

downinexcitement. 

Mama:"Mmmmmh"sheputitasideandpoured

herselfanotherglassofHansa.

Istoodthereforamoment.Whatisthatsupposed

tomean?Isn'tthiswhatshewanted?Shealways

preachtomeaboutherfriend'sdaughterwhooutdid

herselfinmatric,wenttostudyoverseasandturned

aroundthesituationathome.She'ssupposedtobe



happy,she'ssupposedtobeallovertheyard

ululatinglikeanyothermotherwhosechildhas

passedmatric.Butno.She'ssoconcernedabouther

herbeer,thatwasprobablyboughtwiththelastcent

wehadinthishouse.Itriedtoremaincalmbutmy

emotionsgotbetterofme.

Me:"Isthatallyou'regoingtosay?Mmmh?"Ihateit

whenIgetlikethis.Onlymymotherhastheabilityto

drivemetotheedge.

Shesenthereyesuptome. 

Mama:"Youpassed.NowwhatmustIdo?Scream?

AmhungryYolanda.Maybeifyouhustledlikeany

otherchildyourageIwouldbefullandbeableto

jumpupanddownforyou.Goandcheckifwestill

haveenoughelectricity,ifnot.Gofetchthewoods"

ItookthenewspaperbacktoNkosazana,our

neighborwhohadborrowedmesinceIcouldn't

affordone.Everyonefoundoutearlyinthemorning

andIYolandaZikalalajustsawmineinthemiddleof

theday.

Luckilyenoughshewasoutsidehangingtheclothes.



Ididn'thavetoscreammylungsoutforhertowatch

thedogforme.Igaveherthenewspaper. 

Me:"Thankyou."

Her:"Didyoupass?"

Me:"Yes.4distinctions"

Her:"Congratulationsntombi.We'reproudofyou"

Shehuggedme.She'slikemysecondtbestsister.

Me:"Thankyou" 

Her:"So,wheretofromhere?"

Me:"Ihavenoidea"sheledmetositdownunderthe

mangotree. 

Her:"Hhaibo.Didn'tyouapply?" 

Me:"Idid.ButIwouldn'tknowiftheytookmeornot.

Idonothavemoneytogotothelibrary" 

Her:"Don'tworryI'llborrowyoumyphonewhenIbuy

airtime" 

Me:"I'dappreciatethat."

Her:"Betteryet,justjotyouremaildetailsdownI'll



logonsoonasIgetit"

Me:"ThankyousomuchsisNkosazana"

Her:"You'rewelcomenana"

Mymothercalledoutmyname.Ibidhergoodbye

andranhome.

Mama:"ArewegonnaCookwithurinetoday?" 

Me:"There'sanunusedbucketinthekitchen"

Mama:"OhdearLordshe'stalkingback.Getthe

bloodybucketandgofetchwaterchild!"

Ihurriedinsidetogetthebucketandwenttothe

river.

Itis30minutesaway.Icriedallthewaythere.

Sometimesitfeelslikeshe'spunishingmeformy

father'ssins.IgrewtobelievethatifIhadnotbeen

thereuninvitedhewould'vestayed,thateverything

would'vebeenfineifIhadnotbeenconceived.She

madeitallmyfault.Hewassomeone'shusbandfor

Christ'ssake!

Wellthat'swhatI'veheard,marriedmenvanishafter



impregnatingyou.That'showtheyrole.She

should'veknownbetterthangettingpregnant.

Mymotherhasissues.Andshe'ssucceededin

passingthatontous.Shelivestomakeher

children'slivesmiserable.Mysisterfledhomewith

herboyfriendat16aftershesoldhertothehighest

bidderinreturnfor2HansacratesandSmirnoff

1818.Shevisitsoccasionally,onlybecausethere's

me.Shetoldme.Sheneverforgavethatbutshe

learnttotoleratemother.Shehasanotsowowlife

butit'sbetterthantheoneweliveathome.Shehas

2children.Herhusbandisoneofthegoodonesleft,

verysupportiveandloving.

IstartedcookingsoonasIgotbackhome.Shewas

notthere,goodformypeaceofmind.Isangallthe

timepeelingandchoppingthepotatoes.Ifinished

cookingthentookabath,gettingreadyforchurch.

Myhappyplace.

Iwenttotheflatthatwesleepinandchangedintoa

floralkneelengthdress.Shehummedherusual

drunksong,callingoutmynameinbetween.I

alwaysprayforher,asmuchasshealwayshurtme



withherharshwordsIstilllovedandcaredforher.

Shepushedthedooropenandstoodattheentrance.

Shelookedatmefromheadtotoethenshookher

head.Shewalkedinandthrewherselfontopofthe

bed. 

Me:"Amgoingtochurch" 

Mama:"Onedaychurchwillbeborn"what?

Itookmybibleandleftbeforesheruinedmy

spiritualmood.Thatisherhiddentalent,ruiningmy

jollymoods.

Theservicewasabliss.Thepastorfocusedonus,

thosewhohadjustgottheirmatricresults.Hetold

ustogooutthereandshowtheworldwhatweare

madeof.Hestatedhowmuchourbackgroundsdo

notdefineus.Itfeltasthoughhewasdirectlytalking

tome.

WhenIwalkedbackhomethesunhadjustsetbut

butitwasn'tthatdark.Summervibes.

Istartledwhenmyeyeslandedonhersittingona

chairbesidethebedwheremydrunkmothersnored.



Shesmiled.

Me:"Yougavemesuchafright"

Nkosazana:"Amsorrybutthiscouldn'twait" 

Me:"Whatisit?"Isatonabench.

Shetookouthercellphoneandhandeditovertome.

Ireadthrough.Myheartpumpedfaster.Ilookedat

her,shenoddedrepeatedly.Ilookedbackatthe

email.IhadafirmofferfromUniversityof

Johannesburg!

-

5dayslaterItookamassivedecisioninspiredbymy

bigsister.Ihadtodowhatisrightformeandmy

future.Sheheldmyhandandsaid:"Youhaveputthe

Zikalalanameonthegoodbooks.Youdidwelland

I'dbeeviltoletyoustayhereinsteadofworking

somethingoutsoyou'llgotoJo'burgandworkon

thatdegree.Youhavenoideahowluckyyouareto

havebeengiventhischance,Idonotwantyouto

enduplikeme.Withonlygrade11toyourname,

wellIwasluckytohavefoundsomeoneasSbusiso



butyoubabysis,youhaveoptionstomakeitoutof

here.Takethis.Gohome.Packyourbags.Andget

onthefirstbustomorrow.Whenyougettherelife

isn'tgoingtobefruitful.Youdonotknowthat

womanyou'regoingtostaywith,Iexpectyouto

respecther.Yougoingtomeetboys,cuteboys.Do

notlosefocus"

Shejotteddownthenumbersofawoman(herfriend)

whomIwasgoingtostaywithwhileIgeteverything

together.

Ihadaquarrelwithmymothertryingtotalkherinto

allowingmetogo.She'sreallyneverbeengoodat

allowingmetogoforanythingI'veeverliked.Netball,

Dramaclasses,church,friendsandeverythingthatI

desire.

Sowithoutmymother'sapprovalaboutmyjourney

toJo'burg.Withoutblessingstocarryalongfromthe

womanwhobirthedme.Ipackedmybagsandleft

forthecityofGold...

-

2yearslater...
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One

-

Icastedoffthesneakers.Myfeetwereburning.I

haveneverimaginedJo'burgtobethishot.Its

literallyhell.Istrippedoffmyclothesandwalkedout

togetundertheshower.

IheardaknockasIdriedmyselfup.Yeahright!

Me:"Amshowering" 

Person:"PleaseputonatowelIwannatakeapiss"

hebegged. 

Me:"Whothehellareyou?Andhowdidyougetin?"I

said,tryingtoremainascalmaspossible.Our

landlordalwayswarnaboutleavingthedoor

unlocked.Isaidalittleprayer.

Him:"I'llexplainlaterpleaseletmein"

Hemustbethinkingamcrazyornaïveenoughto



openforatotalstrangerwhileamnakedinthe

bathroom.

Hekeptonknocking,makingmeparanoidthanI

alreadyam.

"Yolandahe'smyfriendpleaseopenup"shesaid.I

exhaledinrelief.Thathastobemyroommate,

Neliswa.Wearen'tclosenordistant.Wejustlive

together,seeeachothermaybetwiceoroncea

week.She'sawomanthatisattractedtoother

women.Shehasasquad,malesquad.Maleswho

donotunderstandtheconcept"privacy"thatiswhy

oneofthemisoutsideaskingmetowrapatowel

aroundsohecancomeinandtakeapiss.

Iopenedthedoorandgreetedthem.Heflewin,

forgettingtoevenclosethedoor.Hegroanedashis

tappouredout.Weird. 

Iswayedmyasstomyroom.

Noapplyingoflotion.Justbriefsandatanktop.I

tookmylaptopandcontinuedwithmyassignment

thatisduein4weeksThat'showboringmylifeis.I

amterribleatmakingfriends.EvenonweekendsallI



doisdrownonmyschoolwork.

Discoveryhappenedtobemybursarysponsor,sis

Lilly(mysister'sfriend)knockedateverydoorwhenI

camehere.We'dwakeupat4,travelaroundawhole

ofJo'burguntilwerunoutofmoneytotakeataxi

backhomebutshepushed,sheheldmyhandin

everythinguntilDiscoverywasgenerousenoughto

helpmesinceNSFASwasn'tgoingto.Andthatwas

2yearsago,itfeelslikeitwasjustyesterday.Time

movesquickwhenyou'rehavingfunindeed.So

havingthisbursarymeant,likeitornot,mybooks

hadtobemyfriends.

Anotherknock.Whatnow?Istoodupandwentto

open.AndyesIkeepmydoorlockedatalltimes.

Arrivingheretaughtmesomething: 

Somepeopledonotknock.Neliswaisthesameas

herfriends,shedoesnotrespectsomeone'sprivacy.

Somedaysshe'dbudgeinwhileamundressedand

onlytheLordknowshowmuchIfindthatunsettling.

ShehadabottleofHeinekeninherhandandthereI

knewthattonightitseitherIdonotsleeporIsleep



withheadphoneson. 

Neli:"We'reorderingpizza,wouldyoulikesome?" 

Me:"Yeah."

Neli:"Flavour?"

Me:"Chickenandmushroomswithextracheese" 

Neli:"Okay"

ShewalkedawaythenIclosedthedoor.Wellas

complicatedasourrelationshipis,westilllookout

foreachother.I'veneverwenttobedonahungry

stomach.Evenonthestrugglingdayswearealways

thereforeachother.

Isavedmyworkandputawaythelaptop.Iwentto

mybagandtookoutmyphone.YesInowhada

phone.MyfirsteverphonethatIboughtayearago.

At20Ihadmyfirstphone!

Mymother!Sigh.ShegotoverthefactthatIleft

withouthergoaheadafterayear.Whospendsa

wholeyearwithouttalkingtotheirownchild?She's

oneweirdcreatureIswear.Myfirstyearatvarsity

wasthatstressful,evenafraidtogohome.



Sooneofthedaysinafterayearherbrotherstried

tospeaksomesenseintoher,sincefromthere

thingsweregettingalittlebetterwithtime,butshe

wasstillherself.

RemindingmeofhowmuchIlooklikethemanthat

brokeherheart.OneofthedaysIwishtojusterase

hermemoryaboutthismanthatisabsentonboth

ourlives,notthatIambotheredbyhisabsence

though.Idon'tgiveasinglecareabouthimandhe

doesnotexistinmyworld,forobviousreasons.

IpunchedhernumbersandpressedOK.Asmental

unstableassheis,Istilllovedher,she'smymother

andwillalwaysbe.Hansaaddictornot,she'smy

everything.Isharemypocketmoneywithher

everythingmonth.Iknowitsnotmuchbutits

something.Shegetstobuyherselfacrateand

maybeabraaipackandriceifshehappenstothink

foodisimportantthanalcohol.

Mama:"Ithasnotevenbeen3yearsyou'vealready

forgottenabouthome"that'sthefirstthingshesays

afteramonth.Amnotcallerexcuseme. 



Me:"Hello.Howareyoumama?" 

Mama:"Penelope!Othervarsitykidsarehome.Why

aren'tyou?Areyoumarriedthere?I'llgetyouruncles

todragyououtofthatplaceandpunchthatmanto

deathdoyouhearme?"Jesuspleasehavemercyon

yourchild.Holidaysareonlybeginningnextweek

Friday. 

Me:"Wehaven'tclosedyetmama." 

Mama:"ButyousaidFriday" 

Me:"ThefollowingFriday.Icalledtocheckupon

you"

Mama:"Whatevermarn.Yourmfundisiwashere,

pleasetellhimtostopbeingsoforward.Hansais

mybestfriendandonlydeathshalldousapartnot

thesefakeJesu'ssons"

Ichuckled.ThiswomanneedsGodhimselfIswear. 

Me:"I'lltellhim.Doyoustillhavefood?"

Mama:"Don'tworryaboutme.Justbeherenext

Friday"

Me:"Youbetterbenottryingtomarrymeoff"



Mama:"Nomanwouldeverwantyouasawife.You

talkback"

Me:"Yeahwhatever.AmgoingtogoodFriday

anyway"

Mama:"Whatever."

Shehungup.Yes.Itscomplicatedlikethat.Ilogged

onWhatsAppandspoketomysister.Wellasababy

machinethatsheis,shewasexpectingandexcited

aboutitbecauseitwasaboy.Theolder2aregirls.

Hyperactivegirls.Chatterboxes.ButIwouldn'ttrade

themforanything.

"Pizzahasarrived"sheshoutedfromthepassage.I

climbedoffthebedandpushedinmyslidesand

headedout.

Allthisnoiseby4people?Ithoughttheywerelike10

or15.Igreetedthemandsatdown.5boxesoflarge

pizzasand1.5Lofcranberryjuice.Ifetchedthe

platesandglasses.

Neli:"ThisisYoli,myroommate"shesaidafterwe

alldishedup.Ilookedather.Thatwasweirdashell.



OhdidImentionthatit'salwaysnewonesevery

weekend.I'velearnedtonotbotherentertaining

themcausethechancesofseeingthemagainare

nexttonever. 

Guy:"NicetomeetyouYoli.AmMvuselelo"Ismiled

andnodded.

Theother2introducedthemselvesasBeastandFox.

Beastistheonethatdisturbedmyshower.

Theykeptontalkingaboutwhateveritisthatthey

weremakingnoiseabout.DeadPoolwasplayingon

thescreensoIfocussedonhimsincenoneofthese

peopleseemedtobeinterestedinhim.

Iwishlifewasaseasyastheyportrayitonmovies.

Growuppoor,findarichmanwho'llloveyoulike

you'retheonlyavailablewomanonearthandelevate

you,marryyou,beatrophywifethatdoesshopping,

hairandnailsforaliving.Havebeautifulchildren.

Notforgettingtravellingallovertheworld.

NelithrewaremotecontrolleratmeIjumped.They

laughed.

Me:"Itsnotfunny" 



Beast:"I'vebeentalkingtoyouforthepast5

minutes.Didyouevennoticethescreenhasbeen

turnedoff?"Ilookedatit.Indeeditwas.

Isighed. 

Neli:"Wannatalkaboutit?" 

Me:"Itsnothingserious.Whatwereyousaying?"

Theyalllookedatmewithinquoeinheyes.Ipicked

thedishesuptothesinkandwashedthem.

Ipackedthemonthecupboardandwenttomy

room.Ilocked,turnedoffthelight,triedtoreachfor

myphoneandearphonesthroughthedarkand

foundthem.IpluggedtheminandgotlostinBaby

Face'sworld.

-

Weekendsaren'treallymyfavourite,especially

Saturday.They'redull.IusedtolovesleepuntilI

cametolivehere.Isleepalotonweekends.Study

andsleep.ThenitgetsbetteronaSundaybecauseI

gettogotochurch.Neliisneveraroundon

weekends,whichmakesitallworse.



Yesterday'schurchservicewasshortened.The

resultsofhavingbornfreepastors.JustwhenIfelt

theholyspirittakeover.Hesaidaclosingprayer. 

....

WhenIwokeupthismorningIfoundbreakfast

alreadymadebutnosignofher.Shehasthisshady

habitofleavingtracesshewasaround.Icouldbein

abathroomshe'dcomebackwashdishesormake

cerealthenleave.

IpackeditintomyportableTupperware.My20th

birthdaygiftmysisterboughtformelastyear.Ialso

haveawaterbottle,thathaseveryonewalkinglike

fitnessbunnies.

Igrabbedmykeys,walkedoutandlocked.Fromthe

apartmenttocampusisawalkabledistance.About

10minutes.

There'samiddleagedwomandowntheroadwho

sellscoffee.Whateveritissheputsinthatcoffee,

shemustneverstop.There'salwaysalongassline.

Ijoinedin.Itwasn'tsolongtodayandIwasn'tso

late.



Thescenthitmynostrils.Idaredtoturn.Theline

keptonmoving.Ihaveathingfornicesmelling

people.Thisonewasevenmakingmedizzy...Well

that'salittleextrabutitwasjusttoogoodmarn.

"Itsgoodisn'tit?"Saidavoicebehindme,avoice

thatisfromanicesmellingperson.Ishetalking

abouthisperfume?Maybehe'spsychic.

"Thecoffee."Hesaid.Proven!He'spsychic.

Me:"NomatterhowlateIamI'drathergetintrouble

withmylecturersthantonotbeginmydaywithit"he

chuckled. 

Him:"AndI'vemadepeacewithit.You'reneverearly"

Iturned.Holyshit!

Iswiftlylookedaheadandregrettedeverlooking

back.Ijustdonetellmylecturewhoismycrushwhy

amIneverearlyforhisclasses."Butamgladyou're

doingverywell"

Iturnedagain. 

Me:"PleaseforgetIsaidanything."Hesmiled.He's

actuallyevencutercloseby.I'venevereverbeenthis



closetohimorelseIwould'verecognisedhisscent. 

Him:"Kabelo" 

Me:"Yolanda" 

Him:"Adams?" 

Ichuckled. 

Me:"Iwish.ButZikalala"

Him:"Oh.Zulu?"

Me:"100%"

Henoddedwithagrinonhisface,sendingallkinds

offeelstomybody.

"Yoli"Ididnotevennoticeitwasmyturn.Isaidsorry

andpaid.Thepowdermilksachetsweremixedwith

sugar.IputthesugartoitsrightfulholderasIwaited

formylargecupcoffee. 

Lecture:"Interiordesignertendenciesalreadykicking

in?"

Ifoundmyselflaughing.Andyesthatwasmydream

careersincegrade10whenweweretakenona

careerexpo:InteriorDesigning.Ilikeinvading



people'shomesandturneverythingaroundintomy

wayIseefit.15yearsfromnowthere'llbea

companyundermyname.

Me:"Imaginetryingtohavesugarthenyouendup

withmilk"Itookmycoffeeandaddedsugar.

Lecture:"Letmegiveyouaride"Ithoughtfora

moment. 

Me:"Ammeetingafriendatres.Thanks" 

Lecture:"Noproblem.Aslongasyouwillmakeitto

campusontime"

Ismiledandwalkedaway.

He'sbeentheonlyonesincearrivedinthisplaceI've

everfoundamusing.

'Yougoingtomeetboys,cuteboys.Donotlose

focus'echoedinmyhead.Myfascination

immediatelyvanishedIkeptonwalking.
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Two

Ialwaysenjoymydaysatthecampus.Goingtothe

libraryonthehoursinbetweenmyclassesand

buyingasmoothie.ButtodayallIwantedwastogo

home.Icheckedmytimetablehopingitsnothis

classthatisnextbuttheuniversehatedonme.

Thepresentlecturetookherbooksandwalkedout.

Wefollowedheroutforthe5minutesbreak.

"AmIteachingfurnituretoday?"Weallturned.Ibet

noonesawhimcoming.Hesmiledatmewhenour

eyesmet.GiveMestrength!

Weallwentbackin.WellIthinkhe'severygirl's

fantasy,causeeveryfemalehesmilesatjustmelts.

Hewentonandonwithhislesson.AllIwantedwas

togetoutoftheplaceandbenakedinmyroom.

Him:"Thisisyourlastyear.Iexpecttoseeyouguys

drivingFerrarisandlivingathighplacesinafew

yearstocome.TherearefewinternshipsIhave.

Theywillbegiventoourtopstudents.There'sa

companyofafriendofmine.He'sopeninganother

branchinMosselBay,soIurgeyoutostudy,no



pressurebutstudyabitextratogetthis"

Wellthatfreakininternshipbelongstomymother's

seconddaughter.Guesswhothatis...Me!

Wewrotethe30markstestthentheclassgot

dismissed.Joy!

Ipackedmylaptopandwalkedout.Beforeanyone

else.Iclimbeddownthestairslikecrazy.

IspottedNeliandhergirlfriend,suchalovely

individual.Amahardnuttocrackbutshewasable

togothroughme.Iwenttogreetthem,andnowe

aren'tfriendswejustgetalong.

Me:"Lovebirds"theybothlookedmydirection. 

Them:"Hey"

Me:"Banzi.Icametogreetyounotthisjunkie"

Banzi:"Iknow"shehuggedme."Didyousubmityour

assignment?"Herdadisoneofmylecturessoone

dayIhappenedtohavenotsubmittedontime.She

tookmyscripttoherhomeandsliditintothemany

others. 

Me:"Yesandnoweareneverdoingthatagain" 



Banzi:"Why?Itwascool"

Me:"Yourideaofcoolisweird.Bye"

Them:"Bye"

Iwalkedaway. 

-

WhenIgottotheapartmentIateandlistenedto

music,nakedinmyroom.Happinessofbeingnaked

canneverbecomparedtoanything.Itookabrief

nap.

Around5pmIwokeupandgotreadyforchurch.

Iarrivedatchurch.Itwasn'tsopacked,itneverison

Mondays.TheJnrpastorwastakingoverthealtar.

Hewasevensweating.Preachingabouthowmuch

ofasinadulteryis.Whocares.Halfofusaren't

marriedhereifnotall.

Hewentonandon,takingadvantageofbeinga

pastor.

Hesummonedustocloseoureyesandsaida

closingprayer.



"Amen"

Weallsaidandopenedoureyes.Iwenttocollectmy

biblefromThabi.Ithinkshewannabefriendsbut

herandIaretotallydifferent.AmafraidItwouldn't

workout.

Thabi:"Goingalready?"ShesaidasIapproachedher.

Ismiledandnodded."GoodbecauseIamheading

yourdirection.Tomeetwithmyboyfriend" 

Me:"Greatlet'sgobeforeitgetsevendarker" 

Thabi:"Ughautumn."

Shetookherbagthenweleft.Jo'burgisvery

beautifulatnight.Wewerehavingasilly

conversationaboutnotcomingtochurchthe

followingday.Idon'tusuallytalksoIneverknow

whattotalkabout.

Thabi:"OhandmymotherisnotwellsoIwillbe

standinginforheratwork" 

Me:"Thatsbad.Areyougonnamanage?" 

Thabi:"Yeah.I'llattendeveningclasses"

Me:"ThestreetsaredangerousatnightThabi" 



Thabi:"Iknow.Butagirlgottadowhatshehastodo

inordertosurvive" 

Me:"Neli,myroommatehasabunchoflifeless

friendssoamsuretheywouldn'tmindtakingyou

homeeverynight" 

Thabi:"AiboI'llbefine." 

Me:"Iinsist"

Shelookedatmeandsmiled. 

Thabi:"Noonehaseverdonethatforme.Thank

you"

Me:"Isthatatear?"Shequicklywipeditoffand

smiled. 

Thabi:"Itsjust...I'veneverhadsomeonecaring

aboutmysafety"nowhowdowedealwiththis.Hug.

Hugscomfortpeople.Ipulledherinforahug. 

Me:"Itsokayboo"

Agreensportscarparkednexttous.Ibackedaway

fromher.Thewindowrolleddown.Hegreetedus. 

Him:"AmlookingforPearl.Doyouknowher?" 



Me:"I'dbelyingifIsaidIdid" 

Thabi:"Meneither"

Henoddedanddroveoff.Iexhaledinrelief,Thabi

chuckled. 

Thabi:"You'dneversurviveeveningclasses"

Me:"True"

Shelaughed.We'venevertalkedthislong.We

reachedourdestination.ShegotintothecaféwhileI

tooktheelevator.

Soquickquestion,doalllesbianpeoplehavesex

anywhereinthehouseoritsjustNeliandBanzi. 

Me:"Really?Youguysaregross"

Neligesturedformetopass.Ughman. 

IfinallymadeittomyroombythegraceofGod.I

tookoffthedressandworepyjamas.Nobathingor

eating,IhadasandwichearlierandIwouldn'twant

tobeanywherenearthesexscene.

Itookoutmylaptopandfinishedoffmyassignment.

MyphonerangsoonasIwasabouttoturnitoff.



Security.

Me:"Hello" 

Sec:"MissZikalala.There'ssomeonehereforyou

pleasecomedown"

Me:"What?Whatdotheywant?"

Sec:"Pleasecome.Thevisitorshoursarealmost

over"

Igrabbedmyrobeandwentout.Thepornstars

weren'tatthelounge.Iwenttothesecurity. 

Me:"Hi.Youcalled"

Sec:"OhyesIdid.Hewenttotheloo"He?

Me:"Whatdoeshelooklike?"Ifeltheavypresence

behindmebeforehisColognemessedwithmy

morals.Iturned.Heflashedasmile. 

Kabelo:"Ibroughtyourstudentcard.Youleftit

whereyouwereseated"didI?Hehandeditout.I

did. 

Me:"Thankyousomuch"Isaidtakingit. 

Kabelo:"Noproblem.Iwentinsomuchtrouble



tryingtogetyouraddress" 

Me:"Amsorry."Isaidsmiling.

Sohe'dgothisfartoseeme.Imeanhecould'vejust

leftitherewiththesecurity. 

Kabelo:"Letmenotkeepyou.Justgivemeyour

numbersjustincaseyouleavesomethingelse

anotherdayI'llbeabletocallyou"Igiggled.He's

suchachancer.

Me:"That'sagoodone.JustgivemeyoursI'll

WhatsAppyou" 

Kabelo:"I'lltakeitfromthesecurityguyifyougive

meagoahead"

Me:"Itsokaythen"

Ibidhimgoodbyeandgotinthelift.Maybehavinga

baewon'thurt.

TherewerepeopleknockingatourdoorwhenIgot

off.Scarylookingpeople.Ihadneverseenthem

before.Islowlywalkedtowardsthem.

"Hereisherroommate"saidoneofthem.



Istopped.Theyallrantowardsme.Noquestions

asked.Iranformylife.

"Youbitch!Where'smygun?"Heshouted.Inever

thoughtI'ddiethisway...
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-

Imanagedtohideinsomedodgycornerdownthe

road.Ialmostpeedonmyself.Isawthemgoing

back.Theypassedourentrance.OhLord!

Ifinallybreathed.Iwalkedtothepolicestation.Iam

notabouttosleeponahousethathadmanwho

chasedmewantingagunIhavenoideaabout.

Sleepingonduty.Thesepeoplewecallofficers!The

phonewasevenringing.Igreetedtheladiesona

benchandWalkedtothecounter.

Me:"Hi"



Heliftedupthecaphehadclosinghiseyes.

PO:"Howzit?"

Me:"Amheretoreportacase"

PO:"Didyourboyfriendbeatyouup?"

Me:"Somecreepyguyswerechasingme"

PO:"Whatdidyousteal?"

Isthisusualorhe'sjusttestingmypatience? 

Me:"No,Mr.WhenIgotoffthelifttheywere

knockingatmydoor,Iassumetheywerelookingfor

myroommatecauseoneofthemsaid"there'sher

roommate"whenhesawmethentheystarred

chasingme"

PO:"Isyourroommateathief?"Temperlost!

Me:"Areyouevenlisteningtome?Mylifeisin

dangerandeverythingyoudoisaskmestupid

questions?!Don'tdrivemenuts!Areyougonnahelp

meornot?"

Three

-



Imanagedtohideinsomedodgycornerdownthe

road.Ialmostpeedonmyself.Isawthemgoing

back.Theypassedourentrance.OhLord!

Ifinallybreathed.Iwalkedtothepolicestation.Iam

notabouttosleeponahousethathadmanwho

chasedmewantingagunIhavenoideaabout.

Sleepingonduty.Thesepeoplewecallofficers!The

phonewasevenringing.Igreetedtheladiesona

benchandWalkedtothecounter.

Me:"Hi"

Heliftedupthecaphehadclosinghiseyes.

PO:"Howzit?"

Me:"Amheretoreportacase"

PO:"Didyourboyfriendbeatyouup?"

Me:"Somecreepyguyswerechasingme"

PO:"Whatdidyousteal?"

Isthisusualorhe'sjusttestingmypatience? 

Me:"No,Mr.WhenIgotoffthelifttheywere

knockingatmydoor,Iassumetheywerelookingfor



myroommatecauseoneofthemsaid"there'sher

roommate"whenhesawmethentheystarred

chasingme"

PO:"Isyourroommateathief?"Temperlost!

Me:"Areyouevenlisteningtome?Mylifeisin

dangerandeverythingyoudoisaskmestupid

questions?!Don'tdrivemenuts!Areyougonnahelp

meornot?"

"Donotpushmeyoufool"

Iturned.Theuselesscopsatupstraight.

Copcomingin:"Detective.Don'ttouchthisone.He's

mine"Hewalkeddownthehallwaypushinghisthief.

Me:"Areyougonnahelpmeornot?"

PO:"Whyareyousoloud?Wheredoyoustay?"

Itoldhimeverything,hetoldmetogotsitonthe

bench.Idid.Itwasgettingcolder.

IwasinmyPJstheworstpart.Thecopfromearlier

cameback.Hechattedwiththeuselesscop.He

thencametome.



Him:"HiMissZikalala." 

Me:"Hi" 

Him:"Letmetakeyouhome"

Istoodupandfollowedhimout.Wegotinthecar

anddroveoff.

-

ThefollowingdayIwaswokenupbyahardknock

onthedoor.Iputonarobeandwenttounlock.

Me:"DetectiveSizwe"Heintroducedhimselfas

Sizwewhenhebroughtmehere. 

Him:"MissZikalala.Iboughtyoubreakfast"Ididn't

knowweboughteachotherbreakfastnow.Ijust

smiledandinvitedhimin.

Hemadehimselfcomfortableonthecouch.Istood

therenotknowingwhattodowiththisman.He

openedthedonutscontainerandstarteddevouring

in.Great! 

Sizwe:"AmIgonnaeatthisalone?" 

Me:"No.Iwasjust..."Hegesturedformetocome.I



obeyedandsatnexttohim.Hehandedmethe

coffeeandshiftedthedonutstobeinfrontofme,

makingmefeellikeavisitorinmyownapartment.

Ihadnotseenthethugroommate.Shehasalotof

explanationtodo.

Hetalkedthroughoutthewholevisit.Talkingabout

hisjob.OnlyGodknowshowmuchIfindthatboring.

Heglancedathiswatchandbidmegoodbye.Thank

heavens!

Iwalkedhimout.Hepromisedtocomecheckupon

melater.Idon'tknowifthisispartofhisjoborwhat.

Igotreadyformyfirstclassandleftforthiscampus.

IdidnotbuycoffeeIwasalreadylate.Theclasshad

alreadystartedwhenIarrivedatthecampus.Isatat

theliketherestofthejunkies.

Iattendedallmyclassesstressedbyyesterday's

incident.Iwalkedtothegatefasterhopingtobump

toNeliandherboobutdololo.Idraggedmyfeet

away.RightnowIwishedforThabitocomeandask

metoattendeveningclasseswithher.

Ikeptonwalking.Tryingtoactasstrongaspossible.



"HowcouldabeautifulLadylikeyouwalkinthesun"

Ishothimthelook.Theseoldcreepymen.I

increasedmypace.Hedroveahead.Iexhaled.

Ialwaysthoughtmyapartmentisjustaroundthe

cornerIhavenoideawhyamInottherealready.

"MissCoffee"onlyhimcouldeverknowthat.I

stopped.Hesmiled,makingmykneesweek.Ismiled

back. 

KB:"Getin"heopenedthedoorfrominside.Whynot?

Ihoponandputmybagonmylaphedroveoff. 

Me:"Wheredoyoulive?" 

KB:"Eastgate.Why?" 

Me:"Amjustasking"

KB:"Wannavisitme?"Hesaidbitinghislowerlip.

Lordhelpme!Iblushedandshookmyhead."Ican

takeyouthereI'llbringyoubacklateron"

No! 

Me:"I'dlovetobutIhaveplanswithmyfriends" 

KB:"Someotherdaythen"



Wereachedmystop.Ithankedhimandgotoff.

Thedoorwasnotlocked.Shemustbeback.Igot

angryinaninstant.Shewaslaughingwithherbunch

offools.Istoodtherelookingather.Shedidnot

evennoticemeuntiloneofheridiotsshowedher

witheyes. 

Neli:"Babes.Hi" 

Me:"Canwetalk?" 

Neli:"Notnowsweetie"

Shetookasipofherdrink.Ikeptmyeyesonher.

Sheclearedherthroatandstoodupleadingtheway

toherbedroom.

Iclosedthedoorbehindme. 

Me:"Caretoexplain?" 

Neli:"Explainwhat?" 

Me:"WhyIwaschasedlikeapieceofmeatby

creepypeoplewhowantedyou?" 

Neli:"Whatdidtheysaytheywant?"Whyissheso

stupid!



Me:"Areyouevenhearingyourself?" 

Neli:"Okayamsorry.Wewereplayingcardsthen

theysaidwhoeverwinswillgetthegunsoIwonand

tookit" 

Me:"What?Whatwouldyoudowiththatthing?" 

Neli:"Tomassagepeople" 

Me:"You'renotfunny.Takeitback"

Neli:"Nothappening" 

Me:"I'lltellthedetectivethatyouhaveagun" 

Neli:"Bemyguest.Look,amtrulysorryaboutlast

night" 

Me:"WhateverNeliswa"Itriedtoopenthedoorbut

shegrabbedmebackandpulledmecloseto

her...tooclose.Iwasliterarybreathingherblueberry

breath.

Thewarmthandsoftnessofherlipscrowdedmine.

Shediditslowly.Ifoundmyselfrespondingtothis

momentofweaknesskiss.Herhandsweretightly

grippingonmyfatbutt.Ithoughtonlymenwere

goodatthis.



Herhandmovedaroundmyhipanddowntomy

underwear.EarthtoYolanda!

Ibackedawayandranout.Whatthehell!
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-

Iwokeupat4amtobathandeat.Icheckedourtime

tablespastedonthefridge.Webothhadnoclasses.

Howamazing!

IwashedthedishesIusedandwentbacktomy

room.Ilockedandburiedmyselfincovers.Lord

knowsamnotlesbian.Shetrickedme.

Whydoestimegoslowwhenyouwantthe

opposite? 

Itwasn'teven6amyet.Iwantedthegroundtojust

swallowmeonce.Howdoyoufaceyourlesbian

roommateafteryougaveintothekisstheprevious

night.Ineedallthestrengthintheworldtofaceher.



IpluggedinmyearphonesandexploredLuther's

world.

Haven'theardfrommymotherinawhile.Ichecked

myairtimebalance.Sigh.

IcheckedNeli'slastseenonWhatsApp.Shewas

stillinbedbecausethefirstthingshedoesinthe

morningislogin.Igotoffthebedandchangedinto

decentclothes,tookmybagandleft.

ItookataxitoMandelaSquare.Ineedednotto

bumptoNeliatallcosts.ShenevergoestoSandton.

Ifirstlywindowshopped.Nothingisofaverageprice

inthesefancyshops.IwenttoMrPrice.You'dnever

gowronginthatone.Ibought4Sumnerdresses

andafewjeans.Ipaidandwalkedtocheckerstoget

afewthingsandairtime.

Ispottedthethieffromtheotherdayatthepolice

stationthatDetectiveSizwecamewithpushinga

trolley.Helookeddecent.Howdidhemakeitoutof

jailsofast.Heclearedhisthroat.Ididnoteven

realizeIwasstaring.Imumbled'sorry'hesmiledand

chuckled.



Iwenttheoppositedirectiontofalltheline.Isaw

himagain,2linesaway.Withaverybeautifulwoman.

Ipaidandwentout.Irechargedonmywayto

Nandos.

Iorderedthenwenttositdownwithmyplastics.I

tookoutmyphoneandcalledMama.Shepickedup

after10years. 

Mama:"ImaliyabelunguimnandisyadakwaMonday

toFriday"(Whitesmoneyisfantastic.Wegetdrunk

MondaytoFriday)

Itsoneofthosedays. 

Me:"Howareyou?'

Mama:"HowdoyouthinkIam?"

Me:"GoodIguess"

Mama:"Bebriefthebottleisrunningout...Thembi!

Yeywenasfebe!Byebye"

Me:"Butwe-"

Shehungup.Myorderarrived.Idevouredin.Idid

notevennoticeIwasthishungry.



"AmnotstalkingyouIswear"

Iresistedraisingmyeyesup.Thisisgettingcreepy.

HimshowingupwhereverIam.IfIdidn'tknow

betterI'dreallythinkhe'sstalkingme. 

Kabelo:"CanI?"

Me:"Yeahsure"Isaidsmiling.Thecrushingwas

wearingdown.Hewastooavailable,muchtomy

irritationatthispoint. 

KB:"Icametopaymyaccountsbeforegoinghome."

Me:"Nice.Anditsmuchemptyinsuchdays"

KB:"Yeahprettymuch.CanIeatherewithyou?"

That'smuchliketellingmehewilleatherewithme. 

Me:"Idon'townthisplace.You'reacustomer.You

caneatwhereveryouwant" 

KB:"That'sabitharsh" 

Me:"Really?Amsorry"

Icouldn'teveneatinpeacenow.Hehadhiseyes

lockedonmesmiling.



KB:"Yourboyfriendletyoudoshoppingalone?"

Me:"Amsurehewouldn'tifIhadone"

KB:"You'resingle?"

Noamnotsingle.Ijustdon'thaveaboyfriend. 

Me:"No.Norinarelationship"

KB:"That'saweirdone"

Hisfoodcame.Hestartedeatingwithoutaworryin

theworld.Iaskedtheladyforatakeawaycontainer. 

Me:"SayingamsinglesoundslikeIshouldbewith

someone.Likeitscompulsorytohaveapartner"

KB:"Understandable.Icouldgiveyouarideback

homeifyoudon'tmind"

Me:"NoammeetingafriendinAlex.Thankyou

though"

Ipackedmyremainingfoodinoneoftheplastics."I

amleavingnow.Itwasniceseeingyou"

KB:"LikewiseMiss"hesmiled.Okayhissmilestill

didthingstome.



Itookmythingsandwalkedout.Itooktaxistomy

place.Asknoquestionshearkolies.Ididnotcareif

I'dfindNeliallovertheplace.ItsabouttimeIfaced

mydemons.

-

IndeedIfacedthem.IfoundherwithBanzi.Iwas

justgladweweren'tgonnaaddresslastnight's

issue. 

Me:"Lovebirds" 

Banzi:"Heybabe." 

Neli:"Imissedyouthismorning" 

Me:"Iwentout.Ineededfreshair" 

Neli:"Ismypresencesuffocatingthatmuch?"

Me:"Ofcoursenot.Wouldyoulikesomemeat?" 

Banzi:"Yesplease"shecametotakethepaperbag

whileIpackedthegroceries.Ifinishedandstarted

cookingwhiletheycuddledupinacouchlikeevery

time.

Iwenttoattendtheknockatthedoor.This



apartmenthasbeengettingalotofvisitorslatelyits

notsexy. 

Me:"Detective" 

Sizwe:"MissZikalalaIcametocheckifeverythingis

fine"

Me:"Yeseverythingisfinethankyou"

Sizwe:"Isyourroommatein?"IturnedtolookatNeli.

Me:"Yessheis" 

Sizwe:"I'dliketohaveawordwithher"

Imadeaforhimtogetinandclosedthedoor.

Iwentbackintostirringmypap. 

Neli:"Shecan'tdothat!" 

Sizwe:"Shehas.Andyouhave2weekstopackyour

shitandleave.Whothefuckdoyouthinkyouare

puttingthisyounglady'slifeindanger?"

Banzi:"Don'ttalktoherlikethat!"

Sizwe:"Shutthehellup.DoesConstableManyathi

knowyouhangoutwithdrugdealersnow?"



Hereyeswanderedaroundtheroom.Istoodthere

notsureifIamsurprisedthatNeliisgettingkicked

outorthefactthatSizwejustsaidsomethingabout

drugdealing.

Neli:"Fine.I'llleavetonight"

Sizwe:"Youbetter"

Hetookhiscarsandheadedforthedoor."Keepwell

MissZikalala.Callmeifsomeonehappenstogive

youproblems" 

Me:"Iwill."Heclosedthedoorbehindhim.

IwenttotheloungeandstaredatNeli. 

Neli:"Notnowokay" 

Me:"ReallyNeliswa?Wow.Amnotjudgingbutwhy

wouldyouwanttolivethatlife?"

Herparentsarefilthyrich.Theylovehersomuch.

ShehasahomeinMidrand,ownsaBMWIdon't

knowwhatmodelbutitsbeautiful.Hermotherisa

Psychologist,herfatherisadentistwithhisown

practise.Whydotheseprivilegedpeoplealwaysgo

thedarkroad. 



Neli:"You'rejudgingrightnow" 

Me:"Amnot!You'resmart.Yougotabrightfuture

aheadofyou.Drugdealingisgoingtocutyourlife

short." 

Banzi:"Whydoyoufuckingcare?" 

Me:"Youshutup.Thisisbetweenmeandmy

roommate.AmdisappointedinyouNeli"

IfIhadheropportunityI'dgrabitwithbothhands.I

grewuplongingformymother'slove,nottomention

agoodlifeofknowingwhereyournextmealwill

comefrom.

Iwentbacktomypots.Theybothdisappearedto

herbedroom.

Isattheregoingthroughmyphone.Readingmy

WhatsApptextmessagesbutmymindwasn'tintoit.

Itwasfaraway.

Theyfinallycameoutafteranhourorso.Carrying

herbigluggage. 

Neli:"So...thisisit.Amleaving.Amsorrytohaveput

youinthispositionofbeingindanger"



Ifeltlikecrying.Asmuchasweweren'tclose.Istill

caredforher.She'sthefirstpersonIwasintroduced

toaftersisLillygavememyownwingstofly.I

dishedupforherandgaveherthelunchbox. 

Neli:"Amgonnamissyourcookingtoo"

Ismiledandhuggedher.Sheheldonforalittlebit

longer. 

Me:"I'llstillseeyouincampusright?"

Neli:"Ofcourse"

Shepulledherluggageoutandclosedthedoor.

Whatamgonnadowiththisapartmentalltomyself.

HelloLoneliness.

-

Fridaycamequickerthanexpected.Ihadsubmitted

allmyassignments.Iwokeupatthecracksofa

dawn.ThebustoUlundileavesat8amsoby7:30I

hadtobeatparkstation.Imadesuremybagis

packedwitheverythingamgoingtoneed.Byquarter

tosevenIleftmyplace.

Iscoredmyselfasingleseatatthefront.Eagleliner



isalwaysfullonseasonslikethis.Itfilledupwithin

30minutes.5past8wedeparted.Longarse6hours.

Ipluggedinmyearphonesandleanedmyheadback

ontheseat.Idozedoff.

IwokeupwhenthebusstoppedatStanderton.Igot

offandwenttothetoiletthenwenttobuyfoodat

KFC.

Thebuscarriedon.Iateandsleptagain.

-

Iffeltlikeadreamfinallylyingdownonthebed.My

sisterbuilta3roomedhouse.Soitwasmuchofa

homenow.2bedroomsandadiningroom.Theflat

weusedtosleepinwasnowakitchen,thenthe

rondavelwasusedtokeepthingswenolongeruse.

Mamawasn'thome.Fridaysareherhappydays.

She'sneverhome.

IdraggedmyfatassupwhenIfeltlikeI'verested

enough.Ineededfood.Thenewfridgestayedhere

inthenewhouse.Itwasloaded.Unlikemymother.I

tookmycosmeticsandwenttothekitchen.I

pluggedthekettle.Everythingwasspotless.Nothing



likethewomanwhobirthedme.Ibathedwithcold

water.Andcooked.Iwasgluedtomyphone

chattingtoThabiandSizwe.

Itwasgettingdarker,andmypotsalmostready.

Isawthecarlightsreflectingonthewindow.Istood

uptolook.Itpulledupinfrontofthenewhouse.I

openedthedoor.Mysister'sradiossteppedoutand

rantomydirection.Ipickedthelittleonefirst. 

Me:"Baby"

Mahle:"Imissedyou"

Lelo:"Getoffitsmyturn"

IputMahledownandpickedLelo. 

Lelo:"Ipassed" 

Me:"Goodgirl.We'llgobuyyouicecream" 

Mahle:"Where'sthesweetsyoupromised?"

IputLelodown. 

Me:"They'reinmybag"

Ayanda:"Gotakeyourbagsinside"theyranoff. 



Me:"Thankyouforsavingme"Ilookedatherbelly.

"He'sgrowingsofast"shebrushedit. 

Ayanda:"I'llbepoppinghimoutsoon"

Me:"I'dhugyoubut-"

Shepulledmeinandhuggedme. 

Ayanda:"Notsoweirdright" 

Me:"Wellyeah."

Iwenttogreetthehusbandwhowasalreadyleaving.

Hestillrespectsmymother'shome.Wewatched

himdriveoffthenwenttothekitchen.

Ayanda:"How'sJo'burg?"

Me:"Jo'burgiscool.Areyougonnaaskmethat

everytimeIcomehome?"

Ayanda:"Yes.Tillyoudie.Anythingcanhappenina

periodof3monthsandwhateverthatismight

changeyourfeelingsaboutJo'burg"

Me:"OKwell.Jo'burgisfine"

Ayanda:"Boys?"



Me:"Whataboutthem?"

Ayanda:"Isthereanyyoulike?"

Me:"HhaiAyanda.No.Youwarnedmeaboutboys

soIobeyed.Ikissedmyroommatethough"

Ayanda:"What!"

Me:"Yes.ButshewaskickedoutonMonday"

Ayanda:"Areyoulesbian?"

Me:"What?Never!"

Weheardmymothertalkingoutside.Thedoor

pushedopen.Shehadplasticsonbothherhands,

Notdrunk.MymothersoberonaFriday.Godison

hisway.

Mama:"Iwasintown.Hheytheeastersales"

Sheputthemdown."Where'sthisboy.Hereally

helpedme.Therewasnocarscominghere.He

broughtmehere"

Ayanda:"Whoisthat?"

Mama:"HelloMissJo'burg.Comehelpmewiththe

plastics."



Ifrozewhenhemadehiswayinwithriceandflour.

Hesmiled.Creepy!

Me:"Kabelo?"

Mama:"Youknowhim?"

KB:"Yesshe'soneofmystudents.Whatasmall

world"

Iwantedtofaintrightthereatthespot
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-

He'ssufferingfrommentalillnessIswear.Thisisno

coincidence.He'sfollowingme.

Ikeptshiftinguncomfortablyonthecouch.My

mothermadeitworse,askedhimtostayforsupper.

Aspsychoticasheisheagreed.Hewaseatingour

foodlikehecontributedtobuyit.Hewassharinghis

lousystoriesthateveryonefoundamusingexcept



me.

Iwasjustplayingwithmyfood.Mycrushwas

completelyover.He'spathetic. 

Mama:"Didyoumakethatsweetthingofyours?" 

Me:"No.ButIboughtcake" 

Mama:"Doyoueatcake?"Shesaidtothepsycho. 

KB:"Iloveit"

Istoodupandcarriedthedishesouttothekitchen

leavingthemlaughing.

Iputthemonthebasinusedtowashthemthentook

outdesertplatesandaknife.

Thedooropened.Istartled.

Ayanda:"Areyouokay?" 

Me:"Yesamokay" 

Ayanda:"You'vebeenveryjumpy.Isitabouthim?" 

Me:"What?No,amfinereally.Justtired" 

Ayanda:"Youcangosleepafterdesert" 

Me:"Iwill"



Wewalkedout,lockedandwentbacktomomand

hernewbestfriend.Iservedeveryonethecake. 

Me:"I'llgorest.Amsotired" 

Mama:"Who'lltakeyourfriendoutnow?"

He'smyfriendnow?Shebroughthimhere.She

shouldseehimout. 

KB:"Amalsoleavingnow.Thankyouforthelovely

timema"

Mama:"Noproblemmyboy.Youreallyhelpedme.

I'dbestrandedoutthereifyouhadnotshowedup" 

KB:"Itwasonlyapleasure.Sisi,keepwell" 

Ayanda:"Thankyou."

Hegotoffthesofa,Iopenedthedoorandledhimto

hiscar,silently. 

KB:"Youdon'tlooksohappyaboutseeingme"he

saidwhenwereachedhiscar. 

Me:"Areyoufollowingme?" 

KB:"Why?" 



Me:"Youtellme" 

KB:"Amnot.Ihadnoideashe'syourmother.Iwas

justhelpinganelderout" 

Me:"Whatareyouevendoinghere?Am100%sure

youhavenorelativesaround" 

KB:"There'sacareerexpoatJamesNxumalohigh

schoolsoamoneofthespeakers" 

Me:"Goodnight"

Hetriedgrabbingmyarm.Igavehimthelook,the

3Dlightoutsidemadeeverythingvividlysohesawit

andquicklyletgo.Iwalkedaway.Ipassedmy

motherinthediningroomlikeshewasn'tthere.

IfoundAyandafixingherbed.Ourroomisthe

masterone.2doublebeds,eachoneofussleep

withoneofthechildren.I'llbesleepingwiththe2of

themsoon.Amahlewasalreadysleepingonours.

Ayanda:"Isheyourboyfriend?" 

Me:"No.Ifeellikehe'sstalkingme" 

Ayanda:"Why?" 



Me:"He'sbeeneverywhereamat.Trustmeitisno

coincidencethatheshoweduphere" 

Ayanda:"Howdidheknowmotherisyourmother" 

Me:"Idon'tknowbutstillthatdoesn'tmakehim

innocent"

Ayanda:"Youshouldreporthimthen" 

Me:"Ifhegoesbeyondthis.Iamdefinitelyreporting

him"

Myphonerang.Sizwe.Idon'tneedthiskindof

negativityinmylife.Iswitchedoffandgotunderthe

blankets.

-

IcursethemysisterwasintroducedtoPapaPenny

music.Amnotsayingsheshouldlistentoit,butfor

ittobeonsuchvolumeisunnecessary.Iwasalone

intheroom,herkidsareearlybirdslikeher.

IcouldsmellpeanutbutterrightafterIopenedthe

door.Mydearestmotherwassippingonherdaily

dose. 

Me:"Morning" 



Mama:"YourhipsgroweachdaylikeNtombi's"my

paternalaunt. 

Me:"Itstooearlyforthat.Pleaselet'shavea

peacefulmorning" 

Mama:"Heusedtosaythat"notthisLordplease.

Nottoday. 

Myeyeslandedonthe4emptybottlesbesideher

singlesofa.Ayandagavememybowlofporridge. 

Me:"Thankyou.Itsmellsnice" 

Amahle:"Isuggestedthepeanutbutter" 

Me:"You'resmart"

Mymotherwasjustlookingatus,ratherdisgusted.

Lelo:"MommyIhavehomework" 

Me:"Youstillhave2weekstodothat" 

Lelo:"No,ma'amsaidweshoulddoitbeforewe

open" 

Ayanda:"Auntywillhelpyoubaby"

Weateinsilence.Mymindwaswanderingaround,I



wasworriedaboutmyroommateandthislecture

whoshowedupatmyhome.Iputthebowlonthe

coffeetableandwentbacktothebedroom.I

switchedonmycellphoneandcalledher.Shedid

notpickup.Therewereacoupleofmessagesfrom

Sizwe.

'Ihopeyou'reokay.Iwenttoyourplaceandyou

weren'tthere'

'OhIjustsawtheemail.Haveagreattime.Iwas

hopingI'llseeyoumaybehavelunchandgowatcha

movie"What'swrongwiththesemen.

Mymothergotin.ShesatonAyanda'sbed.She

staredatme,Iwasn'tlookingatherbutIcouldfeel

hereyesheavyonme. 

Mama:"He'salive" 

IknewwhoshewastalkingaboutandnotsureifI

reallygiveadamnaboutthatman. 

Me:"Idon'tcare" 

Mama:"He'syourfather" 

Me:"Ofcourse.Butthatdoesn'tmeanIwannaknow



whoheis" 

Mama:"You'regrownnowsisi" 

Me:"Nomama.You'remyfatherandthat'sit.How

didyouknowhe'sstillalive?"

Mama:"Afriendofminetoldmeshesawhim" 

Me:"Okay." 

Mama:"Whywouldn'tyouwanttomeetyour

father?" 

Me:"Thespermdonoryoumean?Idon'twantto

meethimbecausehedidnotacknowledgeme.Yes

hewasmarriedbuthecould'vemademeanstobea

fathertometoo.AndIdon'twanttomeethim

becausehedoesn'texistinmyworld.Idon'twantto

meethimbecauseallmylifeI'vebeenpunishedfor

hissins,wenttobedhungry,beatenup,sleptoutside

onthecold,worerags,hadnoshoes,nouniform.I

hadaworstchildhood,there'snothingsweetabout

mychildhoodbecauseyoulivedtotorturemefor

whathedidtoyou.He'snofathertome.He'sthe

reasonwhyIhaveallthisangerwithinme.Ifyou

wanttomeet,pleasegoaheadbutdon'tincludeme



inyourreunion"

IdidnotevenrealizeIwascrying.Howdareshe?I

havenofather,neverhadandneverwill.Ichanged

thepajamasandstormedout.There'sacarvedrock

onahillabovehome.Ithasalwaysbeenmyplaceof

relaxation.

IliedonmybackfacingtheskyandcriedasI

revisitedtheeventsofmychildhood.Mymotherwas

terribletome.HadIbeenanotherchildI'dhave

takenmyownlife.

"Gegelagegentombiziyang'gegela.Dudlu!"I

laughed. 

Me:"You'restillalive?"

Skhalo:"Yesmybeautifulflower"hesatnexttome.

Wehadathingingrade11butitdidn'tworkoutso

wecrawledourpatheticselvestofriendzone."You

stillcomeheretocry?"Ismiled. 

Me:"Yes" 

Skhalo:"IsitMommy?" 

Me:"Onlyherevermakesmecry"hehuggedme



briefly. 

Skhalo:"You'llbefine.Younevercallthesedays" 

Me:"Yourphoneisalwaysoff.Igaveup" 

Skhalo:"Ilostmyphone" 

Me:"SowhereamIsupposedtocallyou?" 

Skhalo:"Iwasjustcheckingifyouevercall.How's

school?" 

Me:"Ican'twaitfornextyear"

Skhalo:"Istillhave4togo"

Me:"I'ddie.Justhanginthere.You'llbethefirstDr

inthearea" 

Skhalo:"Yeah."

Wesatinsilenceforawhile."Haveyoufound

someone?" 

Me:"No.SomeoneIthoughtIlikedisamentalcase"

helaughed."Itsnotfunnybra"

Skhalo:"Amsorry.Howwouldyouknowthat?"

Me:"He'swhereverIam.He'sstalkingmetobe



precise"

Skhalo:"Okaythat'sweird"

Me:"He'sfromFreeStatebutyesterdayhe

coincidentallygavemymotherlift."

Skhalo:"Maybehe'sapi"

Me:"Heshouldshowoffhisskillssomewherethen

nothereonme.Idon'tneedthatinmylife"

Skhalo:"WellIfoundsomeone.Itsstillnewand

promising"

Me:"Really?Amsohappyforyou.Isshecute?" 

Skhalo:"I'dliketothinkso"hechuckled. 

Me:"Don'tbreakherheartlikeZinhle's" 

Skhalo:"Iwouldn'tdare"

Myphonerang. 

Me:"Mama" 

Mama:"Yourteacherishere." 

Me:"HeobviouslycameforyoubecausehimandI

aren'tfriends"Isaidheatedlyandhungup."He's



hereagain" 

Skhalo:"Let'sgo"

Me:"NoSkhaloI'llbe-"

Hepulledmeofftherockanddraggedmehome.

HowdidImisshiscar.HewaslaughingwithMama

andAyandaoutsideinthehouseshadow.

Hissmilevanishedwhenhesawus.Infacthis

moodwentfromhappytoangry. 

KB:"Isthisyourboyfriend?"Reallynow? 

Mama:"Nothey'refriends"hesighed. 

KB:"AmjustlookingoutforherandIwasaboutto

roughhisfaceupthinkinghe'sdisrespectingyou,

walkinghandinhandwithyourdaughter"Ayanda

andmamalaughed.God!

Ayanda:"Letmegoattendmypots" 

KB:"CanIstealherforafewhours?Iamgoingto

JamesNxumalohighschooltogiveoutaspeech

andIthinkshehasagoodspeechofcouragement

toshare" 



Me:"Ican't.Ihavesomewhereelsetogoto" 

Mama:"Whichis?" 

Me:"Church" 

KB:"Wewon'tbelong" 

Me:"Isaidno!" 

Mama:"Yolanda!" 

Me:"What?!IthoughtImadeitclearthatyoushould

neverstepyourneedlelegshere.Whatdoyouwant

fromme?" 

Mama:"Amsosorryaboutthat...come"shegrabbed

meawayfromSkhalo.Wewentinside."Whyareyou

sorude?" 

Me:"Becausehe'sfuckingstalkingme!Wait...You're

doingitagainaren'tyou?You'resellingmetootothe

highestbidder?AmIgonnabegiventohimin

exchangeofbeerandvodkaoryougonnagetacar

thistime?Huhmama,isthatwhyyou'reforcingthis

mandownmythroat?"

Ifeltmycheekburning.



Mama:"IdareyouYolandaZikalalaIdareyourepeat

thosewords!"

[2/26,06:52]Zozaness:BeautyLiesInTheEyesofA

Beholder

Six

(Veryveryshortpleasedon'tbitemyheadoff)

-

My2weekswentinaflash.Ihaven'tseenmy

mothersincethatday.Ithreatenedtoreportthe

psychotothepoliceifheeverbothersmeagainI

washurtbygoingback.Ayandaandhubbywere

droppingmeoffatthetaxirank.Theyhelpedme

carrytheluggagetothetaxi.Itwas2peopleshort. 

Ayanda:"Juneistoofar" 

Me:"Stopbeingacrybaby." 

Ayanda:"Iwould'velovedyoutobeonthedelivery

room" 

Me:"NothankyouforthesuggestionoftraumaI'll



pass"

Theotherpersonclimbedon.Wesharedahug. 

Ayanda:"Safejourneylove" 

Me:"Thankyou.I'llcallyouwhenIgettoJo'burg" 

Ayanda:"Okaybaby"

Igotontooandwroteonthepassengerbooklet.We

droveoff.

-

Ilikefastcarsbutthatdriverwastakingitabitfar.I

gottoJo'burg2hoursearlier.Hadtoendurea

conversationwiththeboringdayshiftsecurity.

Myapartmentwassocold.Iwenttoputmybagsin

thebedroomandbefriendedthefridge.Itookout

thebeefandfilledthesinkwithwaterandputitin.I

cleanedinthemeantime.Myphonerang.Itotally

forgottocallher.

Me:"Sisi" 

Ayanda:"Don'tsisime"

Me:"Ijustgotcarriedawaywithcleaningamsorry.



Youokay?"

Ayanda:"Yes.Yourmotherisback"

Me:"Iamtheenemy.Ijustdon'tknowwhatthat

womanwantsfrommeanymore"

Ayanda:"She'llbefine.Don'tlethergetunderyour

skin,focusonyourstudiesokay"

Me:"Iwill"

Ayanda:"ImeanitYolanda.You'veworkedsohard

togethere.You'releftwithonly7monthstofinish."

Me:"Idon'tthinkIwillingbecominghomeinwinter"

Ayanda:"Don'teventhinkaboutit" 

Me:"I'llcomeseeyouforacoupleofdaysthen

return"

Ayanda:"Nothappening.Lookcallmebeforeyougo

tobed"

Me:"Iwill"

Ihungupandconnectedthecellphoneonthe

chargerthencontinuedwithtidyingup.



Idon'tknowhowlongIcouldkeepupwiththisnew

livingarrangement.Ipluggedinthekettleandtook

outmycookingingredients,nottoscratchmyown

backbutamareallygoodcook.SeasoningiswhatI

amalwaysoutofinthishouse.I'dliketothink

there'satokoloshesomewhereinthishousethat

stealsit.

ItookmoneyandwenttoSparacrosstheroad.

Whatisitwithpeoplestaringatyoulikeyouowe

themortooktheirhusband.Itwassopacked,Ihate

retailswhenpeoplejustgotpaid.Imaginestandinga

longqueuejustforAromat.ButdoIhaveachoice.

Cashiersaresomethingelseondayslikethis,they're

asslowastortoises,oramjustalwaysinahurry.

Ifeltapokeonmyshoulder.Iturned.Ineedtostop

fallinginlovewithpeople'seyes.Thistallboldeyed

strangersmiled."Tillpointnumber3ishelping

peoplewithminoritems" 

Iwaslookingdeepintohissoulrightnow.Eyesare

myoddobsession. 

Me:"Thankyou" 



Him:"Noproblem"hewalkedaway.Damn!

Iwenttonumber3therewerelessthan8people.In

notimeIpaidandwalkedtomyplace.Icooked

whilewatchingTV.IinvitedThabiover.MaybeI

shouldaskhertomoveinwithme.

Iloweredtheheatandcollapsedonthecouch.The

securitycalledtoconfirmThabi'svisit.Iwentto

unlock.Inacoupleofminutessheknockedand

pushedthedoorin. 

Thabi:"Hellopotatocouch" 

Me:"Couchpotato" 

Thabi:"Ofcourse.Who'dsaytheirnamewrong.I

didn'tknowwhattodrinksoIboughtthis"shetook

outlemontwist. 

Me:"Thanks"shesatonthefarendofthecouch.

"Andthankyouforcoming"Iwenttogetusthe

glasses.Ipouredandhandedher. 

Thabi:"Myplaceisboringgirl.I'ddoanythingtoget

outofit.Where'syourroommate?" 

Me:"Sheleft"shelookedatmetoexplainfurther.



"Shehadbadguyscomingoverhere.ThoseonesI

toldyouabout" 

Thabi:"Sheknewthem?" 

Me:"Yes,sothelandlordkickedherout"

Thabi:"Wow.Soyoustayingalone?" 

Me:"Yesanditstraumatic"

Thabi:"Youwouldn'tmindsharingitwithme?"Look

atGod.Ididn'thavetoraiseit. 

Me:"WhywouldI?"Isaidtryingnotsoundexcited. 

Thabi:"Idon'tknow.OurfriendshipisstillnewsoI

thoughtmaybeit'dbeawkward" 

Me:"Notatall.Actuallyit'llgiveusachancetoknow

eachotherbetter.I'llspeaktothelandlord" 

Thabi:"Coolthen.Weshouldgovisitmymom

someday" 

Me:"Speakingofher,howisshe?" 

Thabi:"She'sperfectbabe." 

Me:"That'sgood.ShouldIdishup?"



Thabi:"Yesplease.CanIusethebathroom?" 

Me:"Firstdooronyourleft"

Shestoodupandwalkedthere.Shehasabodyto

diefor.Thosehourglassbodyshapesandthen

there'sme.Jojotank,butconfidentastheycome.

Ineedadoorbellcauseoneofthesedaysthisdoor

willbebrokendownalltheseknocks.

Iwenttoopen.Ifroze.Hesmiled,creepysmiled.He

hadcigaretteonhishand. 

KB:"YoudidnotthinkI'llleaveyoualoneforreal,did

you?" 

Me:"Whatareyoudoinghere?" 

KB:"Icametocheckuponmywoman"heleaned

overforakiss,Itookastepback.Hechuckled."Are

yougonnainvitemeinor?" 

Me:"Pleaseleave?" 

KB:"MyloveI-"

Me:"Kabeloifyouknowwhatisgoodforyou,you

willturnaroundandleave!"Isaidheatedly.Heput



bothhishandsupinsurrenderandwalkedaway.I

tookadeepbreath.Jesus!

Itookmyphone.Myhandswereshaking.HowamI

gonnabeabletoconcentrateatschoolhavingthis

manaround.IfinallyfoundSizwe'snumbers.He

pickedupinaninstant. 

Me:"Pleasehelpme"Isaidbeforehecouldgreet. 

Sizwe:"What'swrong?Whereareyou?"Hesaidin

panicmode.

Me:"He'sfollowingme.Ithoughthe'llstopbuthe

washerejustnow" 

Sizwe:"Calmdown.Areyouatyourplace?"Inodded.

"Yoli?"Ugh

Me:"Yes,yesIam" 

Sizwe:Lockthedooramcomingthererightnow"

Iputthephonedown. 

Thabi:"What'sgoingon?"Ididnotevenseeher

comingback. 

Me:"He'sfollowingme" 



Thabi:"Who?" 

Me:"Kabelo.Theartlecture"hereyeswidened.

"What?" 

Thabi:"He'smentallyill.OhmyGod,wehaveto

reporttotheauthorities" 

Me:"Couldmylifebeindanger?" 

Thabi:"Yourlifeisindanger.He'ssick.Howcome

youdonotknowthat?" 

Me:"Whywouldtheylethimteachus?" 

Thabi:"BecauseHe'srecovered...Ornot.Jesus

Christamsoworriedrightnow"

Thisiswhathappenswhenyourownmotherhates

you.Youwalkaroundwithadarkcloudhangingover

yourhead,attractingpsychos.

[2/26,06:52]Zozaness:Seven

-

Iwastryingbyallmeanstoremaincalmbutmy

mindwaswilding.Thabikeptonmakingthewhole

situationworsebytellingmeaboutallhispast



incidentswithwomen.Hewentasfaraskillinghis

fiance.

Sizwewastakingtoolong.IntimesliketheseIwish

Ihadasupportivemother.Someonewho'dbethe

firsttocallindesperatetimes.

Iheardaknock.Irushedtothedoorandpaused,

thinkingitmightbethepsychoticlecturer.

"Itsme.Openup"

Sigh.Iunlockedandopened. 

Sizwe:"IcameasquicklyasIcould"hecallsthis

quick?Icalledhim30minutesago.Anythingcould

happenduringthattime.Icould'vebeenkilledand

buried.

Imadeawayforhimtocomeinandclosedthedoor.

"Hi"hesaidtoThabi.

Thabi:"Hey"heturnedbacktome.

Sizwe:"Ihadtogetthearrestwarrantandcontact

thementalinstitutions."

Me:"Youknowhehasacondition?"



Sizwe:"Yes"

Me:"Wow.Seemslikeeverybodyknowsexceptme"

Sizwe:"Amsorry.Hegetslikethatwhenhelikes

someonealot"

Me:"Igetallthat.WhatIdon'tunderstandiswhyis

helecturingus!'

Sizwe:"Itwaslongago.Hewentthroughthe

recoveryprocess.For10years,6Drsconfirmedhe's

wellenoughtointeractwiththesociety.4years

backhehadarelapsebutitwastakencareofin

time." 

Me:"Thentheybroughthimback?"Iwasfailingto

understandthis. 

Sizwe:"Yes.Hisfatheriswellconnected.Youknow

peoplewithmoneyeverythingispossible" 

Me:"Sotherearechancesthathemightcomeback

afterthis?"Hetookadeepbreath."Jesus.Iam

movingoutofthisplace" 

Sizwe:"Butyou'llstillbeattendinghismodule" 

Me:"They'llhavetothinkofmyneeds.Myrightsasa



studentwillbeviolatedifhecomesback" 

Sizwe:"Howfarareyoufromfinishing?" 

Me:"7months" 

Sizwe:"It'lltakehimaboutayearortwotobefine

again."Inodded."Look,justpassbythestation

tomorrowtosigntherestrainingorder"

Me:"Iwill.Thankyou" 

Sizwe:"Amdoingmyjobnkosazananoneedto

thankme."He'sright."Letmegoandtakehim

beforeheevenrealise"Inodded.Hemadehisway

out.Igroanedinfrustration.

Thabi:"Thisisfuckedup" 

Me:"Waytoofuckedup"

-

Myalarmwentoffat5am.Thabiwasfastasleep

withherfatbuttout.Islidoffthebedandtookmy

toiletrybagandwalkedouttothebathroom.Itooka

briefshower,shecameinandpeed. 

Thabi:"Morning" 



Me:"Morning.I'llbringyoufreshtowels" 

Thabi:"OK."

Iwalkedoutandtookouttowelsthentookthemto

her.Idressedupandwenttomakebreakfast.Isit

necessarytowearbras?Likeisn'tthereanotherway

tokeeptheboobsintactexceptforabra?

Youseewhenthestrapsgetinyourrolls,thatpain

canneverbecomparedtoanything.Thabijoinedme

afteracoupleofminutes.

Thabi:"Thattubistodiefor" 

Me:"Iknowright.IneveruseitinthemorningI'd

alwaysbelate"

Thabi:"TruethatIwasdriftingbacktosleep.Sothe

sooneryouspeaktothelandlordthesoonerI'llmove

in"

Me:"I'llfirstspeaktohimthengotothePolice

Station"

Thabi:"Okay.I'llbetellingmineamleavingwith

immediateeffect" 

Me:"Thankyouforthis" 



Thabi:"Anytime.There'spracticelater" 

Me:"Isawtheannouncementinthegroupchat.I

honestlydonotfeellikebeinginacrowd" 

Thabi:"You'llfeelbetter.Musicdoesthat.Don'tlet

thethiscomebetweenyouandyourLord"She's

right.

Me:"Amensister!"Shechuckled.

Weateandleft.ShewenttoherplacewhileIwentto

speaktotheLandlord,heagreedthenImademy

waytothestation.Igreetedtheofficerandtoldhim

myreasontobethere.Hegavemepaperstosign

thenIleft.

Arrivingatthecampus,everyonewaslookingatme

likeIamthemeatorsomething.Theireyeswerefull

ofpitythough.ItsliketheyknewsomethingIdidn't.I

triedbyallmeanstohurrytomyfirstlectureroom.

Thelessonhadalreadystarted,everybodyturnedto

lookatme.Isatattheback.MrMselekuproceeded.

Ijotteddownthenotes.

"Andthatwasitfortoday"hesaid.Myfavoritepart

ofcomingtothisplace.Ipackedmythingsand



walkedout.Thestares!

Iwasnowuncomfortable.Iwenttomyfollowing

class.ItwasthelongestbutIdidn'tmind.Those

staresmademewishfortheearthtojustswallow

me.

Shetookherthingsandexitedtheroom.Nonhle

cametomeasIpackedmine. 

Nonhle:"Howareyouholdingup?" 

Me:"Amokayhowareyou?"

Nonhle:"Ifyouneedsomeonetotalkto.Iamhere"I

lookedatherpuzzled."Weheardaboutwhat

happenedtoyou?"

Me:"Whathappenedtome?"

Nonhle:"Kabelo.Amsosorry" 

Me:"Ohthat.Itwasnothing.Amfine" 

Nonhle:"Rapeis-" 

Me:"What?Hedidn'trapeme,whosaidheraped

me!?"Everyonelookedatus."JesusChristyou

peopleandassumptions!"Itookmybagand



stormedout.Ididnotgiveasinglecareaboutthe

staresanymore.Ineededamiracletogettothe

maingatewithoutsnappingatanyoneforstaringat

me.

Imadetothegate.IspottedSizwetalkingtoThabi.

Hewavedatmethencamemydirection. 

Sizwe:"Hey,amsorryforallofthisbutyourdean"he

tookadeepbreath."Hetookitoverboard.He'staken

towherehebelongssoyouhavenothingtoworry

about" 

Me:"Thankstohimmylifeisabouttobecomea

livinghellwiththesestaresI'vebeenreceiving" 

Thabi:"Peopleareinsane" 

Sizwe:"I'llfixit.I'llpublishastatementtomorrow

morning" 

Me:"Thankyou" 

Sizwe:"CanItakeyouguysout?" 

Thabi:"Idon'tthinkthatisagoodidea" 

Me:"Iagree" 



Sizwe:"Ofcourse.WhatamIthinking?I'lldriveyou

toyourplacethen" 

Me:"Thankyou"Iwasdrained.

Wehoopedonanddroveoff.Bloodydean!

WeaskedhimtodropusoffatThabi'splace.We

packedallherthingsandwalkedtomyplace.Iwas

pullingtheluggage.

"Ladies" 

TheguyfromSpar. 

Us:"Hi" 

Him:"Needahand?" 

Me:"Nowe'regoodthanks" 

Him:"AmZamo" 

Thabi:"Thabi" 

Me:"Yoli"

Zamo:"Idon'tknowwhat'swrongwithmyphone

couldIpleaseuseyourstosendmyselfacallback?" 

Me:"That'sagoodone"



Hechuckled. 

Zamo:"Okayyougotmethere.Pleaseonaserious

note.CanIpleasehaveyourtens?"

Me:"Rathergivemeyours"

Hecalledthemout. 

Zamo:"I'llfasttillyoucallme" 

Me:"Iwill" 

Zamo:"Ortext.Letmedash,Ihaveaclass"he

joggedback. 

Thabi:"Hiseyes" 

Me:"PureheavenbutatthismomentItrustnoman

hecouldbeworsethanKB.Ithoughthewasasane

person" 

Thabi:"Comeon" 

Me:"Forreal.Amnotlettingmyguarddown

anymore.AndwantnoboyfriendtillIgraduate" 

Thabi:"Date,haveexperience.Evenifit'sjustplaying.

Youcouldhaveaseriousboyfriendafteryou

graduatethen" 



Me:"Boysareadistraction" 

Thabi:"Onlyifyoudon'tknowhowtoprioritize.My

boyfriendandIhaveascheduleofwhenwemeet.

Duringexamswecalleachotheronceadayand

meetonlyonSaturdays.We'vebeentogetherfor3

yearsnow" 

Me:"Really?Peopledateforthatlong?"She

laughed. 

Thabi:"Yes.Youjustdon'thavetodrownintothe

ideaofbeingwiththeperson.Datingisn'tabadidea,

youjusthavetodatesmart"

Weunpackedandlayedherbedthenchilledonthe

couchsnacking. 

Me:"Amactuallythinkingoftextinghim" 

Thabi:"Who?" 

Me:"Zamo" 

Thabi:"IsitbecauseofwhatIsaid?"

Me:"No.BecauseI'vebeenunabletogethimoutof

mymindsincefromyesterday" 



Thabi:"Yesterday?"Shesatupstraight."Outwithit" 

Me:"WemetyesterdayatSpar." 

Thabi:"Thentexthim.Imaginestaringdeepinto

thoseeyes"Ichuckled. 

Me:"Stopit"

Isenthima"Hi"onWhatsAppandIputthephoneon

thefreespaceonthecouchthenwestaredatit.

Iwascountinginmyhead.Itrang.IlookedatThabi. 

Me:"Itshim"shetookit,answeredandgaveittome.

Iblanklystaredather. 

Thabi:"Talk"shewhispered.Ishookmyhead."Don't

bestupidtalk"shesaid.Idroppedthecall. 

Me:"Whywouldyoudothat!" 

Thabi:"Butterfliesalready?" 

Me:"NoI-"itrangagain. 

Thabi:"Ifyoudon'tanswerIwillanswerandagreeto

behisgirlfriend"

Ianswered.Iclearedmythroat. 



Me:"Hi" 

Zamo:"Hey,thankyoufortextingme." 

Me:"Pleasure" 

Silence. 

Zamo:"Uhm...doyoulikemovies?" 

Me:"YesIdo" 

Zamo:"CanIpleasetakeyouout?"

Iputhimonhold. 

Me:"Hewantstotakemetothemovies" 

Shestoodupinexcitement. 

Thabi:"Goodshot.Agree"doesthisgirlremember

thatIalmostgotmyselfintotroublewithapsycho.I

can'tjustagreeonanythingrightnow.

Iwentbacktohim. 

Me:"When?"

Zamo:"Friday.Amprettysureyou'realsodrowning

inschoolwork"

Me:"Iam"



Zamo:"We'llgorelievestressonFriday,ifthat'sokay

withyouofcourse"

Me:"Itsperfect."

Zamo:"Pleasebearwithme,I'llbecallingyou

everyday,canI?"Igiggled. 

Me:"Yesyoucan" 

Zamo:"Thankyou.Havealovelyeveningmiss" 

Me:"Thankyou"Ihungup.

Thabi:"So?" 

Me:"We'regoingoutonFriday." 

Thabi:"Whatagentleman" 

Me:"Itsjustamovie.Thabi" 

Thabi:"Novarsityguyshastimetotakesomeone

outformovieswhilethere'ssphatloandalaptop.

Givehimsomecredit"

Istoodupandwalkedtothekitchenarea. 

Me:"Youshouldstartgivingmekissinglessons"

Shelookedatmesurprised.Ineedthem.2daysleft



foragirltofinallyhaveaboyfriend.Congratulateme!

[2/26,06:52]Zozaness:Eight

-

IspentmyWednesdaygoingbackandforthwithmy

schoolWork,sowasThabi.Sizwestoppedby3

timestocheckifwegood.Hemadeapublic

statementatthecampuscorrectingtherapeissue.

Thestupiddeanwasstandingtherelookinglikean

idiotthatheis.

Iwashopingtheywouldstopwiththestaringbut

whowasIkidding.Theygotworse.Butthisislifeif

youdon'tkeepyourheadheldhighyou'dbethe

society'stoy.DuetoneverendingschoolworkIslept

around3am.

ThabiandNelihaveonethingincommon.Playing

musicinthemorning,withthevolumeenoughto

wakethewholebuildingifthewallsweren'tsound

proofed.Ihadnoclassestodaysoadecentsleep

coulddo.Itextedhertoturndownthevolume.

Iheardaknock.UghIdidn'ttellhertocomehere.I

ignoredher.Shekeptonknocking.Islidoffthebed



andheadedforthedoor.Iunlockedandopened.His

eyesgotlockedonmythighs.Iquicklyclosedthe

doorandrantomywardrobe.Ifoundmychurch

dressandputiton.Whatisheevendoinghereso

earlyinthemorning.Itookadeepbreathand

openedagain.Hewasn'tthere.Iwalkedupthe

corridor.Ifoundhimseatedonthecouch. 

Me:"Goodmorning"

Sizwe:"Hiamsorryaboutthat"

Me:"Itsokay.IthoughtitwasThabi" 

Sizwe:"Isee.IwasintheneighborhoodsoIthought

IcouldcomesayHi" 

Me:"Thankyou" 

Sizwe:"Howareyou?"

Me:"Amokay,howaboutyou?" 

Sizwe:"Amgood."Heglancedathiswatch."letme

go." 

Me:"Letmemakeyousomethingtodrinkfirst" 

Sizwe:"ThankyoubutrightnowallIneedismybed.



Iwasworkingnightshift." 

Me:"Ohokay"

Hegotup.Iwalkedhimtothedoor.Iclosedthe

doorafterhim.Where'sthisgirl.

Iwenttotakeashower.Ifoundmyphoneflashing

fromthebathroom.

'Morninggorgeous'Ismiledlikearetard. 

'Morning'Irespondedthenlookedforsomethingto

wear.Idon'tknowhowisitpossibletohavea

wardrobefullofclothesbutneverhavesomethingto

wear.Myphonenotifiedagain.Iattendedit.

'Ihavenoclassestoday.Iwilltextyouthewholeday.

Haveyougonetocampus?'

'NoIhavenoclasseseither'-Me

'Haveyoueatenbreakfastthen?'-him

'No,butI'llgomakesomething'-Me

'Don't.Iwouldliketotakeyouout'-him.

Ilookedatmychosenoutfit.Itsnotforgoingout.I

lookedforsomethingelse.Somethingsexy.OK



maybenotsexybutcute.Myphonebeeped. 

'MaybeIcrossedalinethereamsorry'-him

'NoIwasdressingup'-me

'We'llmeetatSpar'-him

Isenthimokayandmessedupmywardrobe.I

finallyfoundadress.Ilookedforshoes.

IfoundThabimakingwhateverisonthatpan. 

Me:"HowdoIlook?" 

Thabi:"Youlook...beautifulandsexy"really? 

Me:"ShouldIletthemlooseortiethem?" 

Thabi:"They'regoodlikethat.Whereareyougoing?" 

Me:"He'stakingmeoutforbreakfast" 

Thabi:"Zamo?"Inodded.Shedidthevictorydance.

"See?Itoldyouhe'sagentleman" 

Me:"We'reyettofindout"

Iwenttotakemytinyhandbagandcamebackready

toleave. 

Me:"I'llseeyoulater" 



Thabi:"Don'tlethimkissyou" 

Me:"Iwon't"Imasteredthekissingonthethirdhour

soallwasgood.

-

Ifoundhimalreadywaiting.Hehuggedmeandtook

myhandthatwasnowallsweaty. 

Zamo:"Relax"Inervouslychuckled. 

Me:"Iamrelaxed" 

Zamo:"Yourpalmsaresweating"couldn'the

pretendlikehedon'tfeelthem. 

Itookadeepbreath..

Me:"OkayIamnow"

Zamo:"Good.Irequestedanubber."

Me:"Wherearewegoingkanti?" 

Zamo:"Melrosearch.Ifthat'sokaywithyou."I

chuckled. 

Me:"Whydoyoulikesayingthat?" 

Zamo:"Sayingwhat?"Hesmiled.Hislips.Amnot



sureaboutnotkissingthese.

Me:"Ifthat'sokaywithyou" 

Zamo:"Everyonehastheirowndistinctpreferences.

ImightsuggestKFCkantiyoupreferChicken

Licken" 

Me:"That'sthoughtful.ButIamnotthechoosytype"

Zamo:"Amgladthen"

Ourridearrivedwehoopedonandleft.

HeheldontomyhandlikeIwasoughttorunaway

fromhim,notthatImind.Hepulledachairforme,I

thankedhimandtookaseat.Hedidtoo.

Thewaiterhandedusthemenus.Weordered

lemonadesolong. 

Me:"Thisisfullofalltheyummyfoodsintheworld" 

Zamo:"That'swhyIlovethisplace.Cheapyethigh

class" 

Me:"I'llhavefullEnglishbreakfast.Iwon'tbe

orderingthingsI'venevertastedbefore"helaughed. 

Zamo:"Howwillyouknowthemifyoudon'ttry



them"

Me:"I'lltrythemsomeothertime" 

Zamo:"I'llhavethattoothen"

Weplacedourorder.Myphonerang.Sizwe.I

droppeditandputitonflightmode. 

Zamo:"Boyfriend?" 

Me:"What?" 

Zamo:"YoucananswerIdon'tmind" 

Me:"Noitsnotimportant." 

Zamo:"Ifyousayso.Howoldareyou?"Ilookedat

himfrowning,hesmiled."NooffensebutIwantto

makesureamnotcommittingacrime"

OhwellIgetit.Itsreallyhardtoreadabigperson's

face.Thechubbycheeksalwaysmakeuslook16if

not12butthebodyscreams28. 

Me:"Am23" 

Zamo:"Youlook21"

Me:"That'sbecauseIam21" 



Zamo:"Youwishtobe23?" 

Me:"Yes.Itsarareage" 

Zamo:"How?" 

Me:"Youhardlyhearpeoplesayingthey're23but21.

Everyoneis21yearsold"helaughedandshookhis

head. 

Zamo:"Thatisafirst.SodidImissoutonthe21st

birthdaybash?" 

Me:"Notatall.TherewouldbebutIdon'tcelebrate

birthdays" 

Zamo:"Why?Birthdaysarethebestpartofevery

year" 

Me:"Ijustnevergotusedtoit"

Zamo:"Thatisnotgood"Ishrugged.

Iwasbeinghonest.Idon'tcareaboutmybirthday,

neverdidandneverwill.

Ourfoodarrived.Heextendedhishand.Ihesitantly

placedmine.Heclosedhiseyes.Hestartedpraying.

Ijustkeptmineopenandadmiredeveryfeaturein



hisface.Theoldladysittingontheoppositegave

meawarninglook.Iquicklyclosedmyeyes. 

Zamo:"Amen" 

Me:"Amen" 

Zamo:"Itbecameahabit.Amsorryifitgoesagainst

yourbeliefs" 

Me:"Itdoesn't.Amafirmbelievermyself" 

Zamo:"Yougotochurch?" 

Me:"Yes.IthasbeenmyplaceofsanitysinceIwas

7yearsold"

Zamo:"Amsorry"Ismiled."Howdidyougetthat

scar?"

Ilaughed.Ihaveatinyscarabovemyrightbrow. 

Me:"Ifell.Runningawayfrommymother"

Zamo:"Wasshetryingtowhoopyou?" 

Me:"Yes.Ishouldcometothisplacemoreoften.

Thisfoodtastesheavenly"Isaidtryingtochangethe

topic.



Zamo:"Nexttimewe'regoingtoarestaurantofyour

choice" 

Me:"Amnotfamiliarwithsuchplaces." 

Zamo:"We'llgotowhereveryou'refamiliarwith"

Me:"Okay"

Aftereatingwewenttobuyicecreamandstrolled

aroundthemall.Laughingandchasingeachother

around.He'ssofullofenergy.Wewentwindow

shopping,heboughtmeabracelet.Hewenttopay

forhissister'srageaccount.Untilwegothungry

again.WeboughtboxmastersatKFCIinsistedon

paying.Hesaidhe'llpayforbeveragesanditwasn't

upfordiscussion.Ilethimbe.

Therunningaroundresumed.Hechasedmeformy

drink.

HecaughtupwithmeandtickledmetillIgaveitto

him.Wesatonthebenchestryingtocatchour

breaths. 

Me:"YohI'llloseweightIfIeveragreeongoing

anywherewithyou" 



Zamo:"Okaywe'reneverrunningthen"hetickledme.

Yesweupgradedtotouchyfeely.Myinnerhoelet

mebecomfortablewithit.

Me:"IfyouticklemeonemoretimeI'llscream"

robbery"

Zamo:"Ididn'tknowyouhatedmethismuch." 

Me:"Don'ttestmethen"

Myphonevibrated.Itwasthe3pmalarm.Wow.I

programmedbacktonormal.

Me:"It's3pm" 

Zamo:"Youhavesomewhereelsetogo?" 

Me:"No.Ijustdidnotnoticewe'vebeenhereforso

long" 

Zamo:"Whydon'twewatchmovies" 

Me:"Thatisfortomorrow" 

Zamo:"We'llwatchthemagaintomorrow."Silence

"Please.IpromiseIwon'ttickleyou"Ilaughed

Me:"Okayjustone"



Hestoodupexcitedlyandpulledmeup. 

Zamo:"We'regoingyoNewtown" 

Me:"We'llcatchataxi."

Zamo:"Aslongasyou'reokaywithit"

-

Malepeopleandactionmoviesweendedup

watchingcartoonscausewecouldn'tagreeon

moviesanyofuswanted.Imaginepayingattention

togrownoldshootingeachother.Ilovemymovies

romantic.

Wetookataxiagainandgotoffatmycomplex.He

ledmetotheentrance. 

Me:"Thankyoufortoday"heletgoofmyhand. 

Zamo:"Thankyoutoo.IsitsafetosayI'vemade

myselfabestfriend?"Ishefriendzoningme?

Me:"Ifabestfriendiswhatyouwant,abestfriendis

whatyou'llget" 

Hetookmyhandagain.Hewasnowstandingbefore

me. 



Zamo:"AndifIwishformorethanthat?"Wehadan

eyelockmoment.Thedamnsecuritydecidedtoruin

it. 

Security:"There'sMrBartmaninthecommonlounge.

He'sbeenwaitingforyou" 

Me:"Who'sthat?" 

Security:"TheSportsminister"myheartstarted

racing. 

Me:"Okayamcoming"hewalkedaway. 

Zamo:"Iseverythingokay?" 

Me:"Idon'tknow." 

Zamo:"I'llcamphereuntilyougetbacktomeand

tellmeeverythingIsokay.Go"

Inoddedandrushedinside.

Thecommonloungeisonthesecondfloor.Igotoff

thelift.Thereweremeninblacksuits.Standinglike

everybodyguarddoes.Oneofthemcametome. 

Him:"Thisway"heledmetotheprivatesection.

Indeeditwashim.Ihaveseenhimsomanytimesin



TVandnewspapers.Ijustdidn'tknowhissurname. 

Minister:"Sitdown" 

Mypalmsweredoingwhattheydoesthemost.Isat

down.Helithiscigarette.Icoughedafterhisfirst

exhale.

Minister:"Imaginebeinginaroomfullofsmoking

people"hesquashedit.Whatdoeshemeanbythat.

"itseasythough.Justdotherightthingandnoneof

thatwillhappen" 

Iswallowedthesalivathatjustcrowdedmymouth. 

Me:"IhavenoideawhatSirisabout"Isaidtryingto

controlmyshakingvoice. 

Minister:"Mybad.MysonKabelomiss.You'vemade

thebiggestmistakeofyourlife.Seehe'sworkedso

hardtogetoutofthatplace.Allhislifeallhewants

istolivelikeanormalhumanbeing.Whywouldyou

takethatawayfromhim?"Hesaidcalmly.Sohe's

thedaddy.

Thebodyguardhandedmeatablet.Therewasa

pictureofmymotherathome.Heslidtoghrnext



one,itwasAyanda'skidsatschoolthenitwas

Ayanda'satherhome.Hethentookitaway.Ifelt

numb.

Minister:"YouhaveaverylovelyfamilyMissVilakazi.

Amsureyouwouldn'twanttolosethem" 

Me:"Myfamilyhasnothingtodowiththis.Youson

issick.Heneedshelp.He'sdangertothefemale

species."Idon'tevenknowwherethisbraveYoli

camefrom.

Hechuckledandthencomposedhimself. 

Minister:"Ifyoudonotpublishastatement

apologizingforfalselyaccusingmysonyou'llbe

buryingeveryweek,Iwillmakesureyouracademic

recordsgeterased.Lookmeinthelipsandmarkmy

wordslittlegirl.Iwillmakeyourlifealivinghell"he

saidstaringdeepintomyeyes.Itlastedforaminute

longer.Hestood,adjustedhiscoatandwalkedout

withhislapdogs.

Ifinallybreathe.Iwasaninchawayfromaheart

attack.Tearsheattheirwaydown.

[2/26,06:52]Zozaness:Nine



-

Devastatedisanunderstatement. Iwas...Idon't

know.Shatteredmaybe?HowdidIgethere?Onthe

thirdyear,mylastyearIgothroughsuchthings?

WhyhasGodforsakenme.ImeanI'veonlybeen

absenttwiceatchurchIdon'tdeservesuchgreat

punishment.

"Sisiamlocking"Iturnedtohim. 

Him:"Areyouokay?" 

Inoddedandwipedmytears.Imademywayout.I

gotontheliftandItookoutmyphone.

Myhandswereshaking.IpressedonSizwe.Itwent

straighttovoicemail.Igotoffonmyfloor.

IfoundThabiwatchingTV. 

Thabi:"Breakfastdateturnedinto-"herfacedropped

whenshesawmyface."Whatisgoingon?"

Me:"Hisfatherwashere.He'sthreateningtowipe

outallmyacademicrecords" 

Thabi:"Comehere" 



Isatnexttoher,shebroughtmeclosetoher.

"Whosefatherwantstodothat?" 

Me:"KB's.HesaidthatIshouldmakeapublic

statementthatIfalselyaccusedhisson" 

Thabi:"Thatisnotgoingtohappen.He'scrazy"

Me:"He'spowerfulThabi" 

Thabi:"So?We'realsopowerful.Rightnowyou

gonnagotakealongsoothingbathwhileIprepare

yousomethingtoeat.Don'tworryyourselfabout

thatmotherfuckingminister.He'sjusttrashlikethe

restofthemdickhavingpeople"Ilaughed.She

stoodupandtookmyhand."Iboughtbathsalts.Its

likeIknewyouweregonnaneedthemtoday" 

Me:"You'reagenius"

IwenttotakemycosmeticswhileIfilledthetub.

ThereweretextsfromZamo.Itookmyphonewith

tothebathroom.Isoakedmyselfwhileplayingfarm

heroes.Idecidedtocallhim.

Zamo:"Mylove" 

Me:"Heyyou.Howdidyougo?" 



Zamo:"Verywellthanks.Thanksfortoday" 

Me:"Nothankyou.Uhm,canonesacademicrecords

beerased?" 

Zamo:"How?" 

Me:"Like,allmyacademicrecordsfromthefirst

yearuptonow" 

Zamo:"Wellitdepends.Youwanttoerasethem?" 

Me:"No!Nonono.Iwasjustasking" 

Zamo:"O-kay." 

Me:"LetmefinishbathingI'lltextyou" 

Zamo:"OKNana"

Idroppedandputthephoneaway.Icouldn'teven

callmymotherorAyanda.Ididn'twanttostressher

andsendhertoprematurelabor.

Ifinallygotoutofthetub.Iwrappedatoweland

rolledon.

ThesmellhitmynostrilsassoonasIopenedthe

door.Iopenedmydoorandthrewinthecosmetic

bag.



Me:"Whateverthatissmellslikeheaven" 

Thabi:"Really?It'ssteak,wings,gravyandpap" 

Me:"ShouldIsitdownor?" 

Thabi:"Sitdownandrelax.Youlooksofreakishly

sexyinthattowel" 

Me:"SoisitsomethingIshoulddoatZamo's

place?" 

Thabi:"Fuckno!Nevergetthatcomfortablearounda

manunlessyoutryingtoloseyourvirginity" 

Me:"Wellamnot" 

Thabi:"Welldon'twalkaroundinatowelinhisplace"

Shehandedmemyplate. 

Me:"Thislooksappetizing" 

Thabi:"Haveyouforgottenaboutit?" 

Me:"What?" 

Thabi:"KB'sdad"oh.Ilovethisnatureofmebutthis

isnotsomethingIshould'veforgottenabout

already. 



Me:"IneedtotalktoSizwe" 

Thabi:"Noweneedtogototheunionbuildings" 

Me:"Isn'tthatabitextreme?" 

Thabi:"Theonlythingextremehereisaman

abusingachildjustbecausehe'spowerful.Hewill

regretthedayhewasborn" 

Me:"HeisaministerThabi" 

Thabi:"Ithoughtyouweregonnasayhe'sGod.Eat"

Yeahright.

-

ThefollowingdayIwokeearliertopreparebreakfast.

BythetimeThabiwokeupIwasdone. 

Me:"Poachedorhardboiled?"

Thabi:"AmnottryingtogetpregnantI'llgowithhard

boiled" 

Me:"Soyouwanttofartthewholeday?"

Thabi:"ThantoincreasemyfertilityyesI'drather

fart"Ilaughed.



Ihandedhertheplate."Thistastesgoodthankyou.

Isthispepper?" 

Me:"Yes.I'vebeentryingtoreachSizwebuthis

phoneisoff" 

Thabi:"We'regoingtothepolicestation"

Me:"Andsaywhat?" 

Thabi:"We'llgospeaktoRamaphosaifneedbe.

Thatmanistoobigforhisboots.He'snotGod" 

Me:"Hesaidhe'llgoaftermyfamilyifIdonotco

operate"

Justthethoughtofitmademewanttocry.We're

notaveryperfectfamilybutIstilllovethem

regardless. 

Thabi:"Morereasonstohavehimbehindbars.We

mustteachhimalesson.He'sascrazyashisson" 

Me:"Ihaveaclassat8soIcan'tgotothepolice

station" 

Thabi:"We'llgoafterthelessonsthen" 

Me:"ThankyouThabi"



Thabi:"Forwhat?" 

Me:"Thissupportyou'reshowingme" 

Thabi:"That'swhatfriendsareforbabe" 

Me:"Really?I'veneverhadafriend.IfIknewthey're

thissupportiveI'dhavemadeoneaverylongtime

ago"

Welaughed. 

Thabi:"Youshouldsmilemore.You'llhavemore

friends" 

Me:"Idon'twantmorefriends.Ihaveyouandyou're

enough"

Sheheldherchestdramatically. 

Thabi:"Thatissosweet"

Me:"Letmegotakeashower"

Thabi:"CanIdrinkyourcoffee?"

Me:"Yeahsure"

Thabi:"You'rethebest"

-



Amsorrytosaythisbutourjusticesystemisvery

whack.Thosebloodypolicemenlegitlaughedatme.

TalkingabouthowIcouldbearrestedforaccusing

theirsocalledministerofsuchthing.Ialmost

screamedwhenIlearnedthatSizweison3months

leave.

ZamoandIweremeetingforanicecreamdateplus

Ihadtotellhimthis.Peoplehavethisveryodd

tendencyofstaringatyouliketheycanseeright

through,seewhateverthehellistroublingyou.Iput

thecaponandwalkedasthoughIwasaloneinthis

earth.

Ifoundhimsittingonthechairsnexttotheice

creamtruck.Hesmiledandstooduptohugme.He

surefeelslikehome.Skinnybuthishugisstilla

breathtaker. 

Zamo:"Iwasn'tsureI'dseeyouwhenIactually

askedtoseeyou"

Me:"Andwhyisthat?" 

Zamo:"Idon'tknow."Hesmiled."You'rebeautiful"

Pinkcheeks! 



IfonlyIwaslightbutnowallIcoulddowasloseeye

contactandsmilelikeretard."UhmYoli"hesaid

touchingmyarm. 

Me:"Yes?" 

Zamo:"Whichflavor?"Ididn'tevenseehimgetting

up.

Me:"Vanillaplease"

Zamo:"2vanillasplease"

Hetookmyhand.Wetookouricecreams

Me:"Thankyou"andwalkedoff.

Zamo:"Iwasthinkingsinceyou'rewritingtomorrow

wemightdomoviesintheevening" 

Me:"Youspoilmetoomuch" 

Zamo:"Amwarmingmywayintoyourheartherecan

youblameme"Ismiled. 

Me:'Notatall.You'redoingverygood" 

Zamo:"Sojustafewmoredays"Ilaughed."Weeks

maybe" 



Me:"Uh-uh" 

Zamo:"Months?" 

Me:"No" 

Zamo:"Years?"Inoddedtryingtoholdbacklaughter.

"Aslongasyouwillbemine"

Istopped,hedidtoo.Helookedmestraightinthe

eye. 

Me:"Whatifitwasjustfewseconds" 

Henarrowedhiseyes.Don'ttellmehedidnotget

that!

Itslikesomethingjustclickedonhismind.He

smiled,morelikeblushingIdon'tknow.AllIknowis

thathelookedcute.Hetookastepcloser.Heslowly

leanedover.Itshappening!

Iclosedmyeyesandwaitedforthebigmoment.I

couldfeelhisbreathcaressmyface.Andguess

what?Hekissedmeonmyforehead.Seriously?

Iopenedmyeyes.Hesmiledandcuppedmyface.

Heplantedhisicecoldsoftlipsonmine.Ididit

exactlythewayThabitaughtme.Ihadtoexcellently



doit,Iwasrepresentingmygirlhere.

Thewayheheldmyfullfigure.Ifelttinglesallover

mybody.Someoneclearedtheirthroat.Webrokeit

off.

Her:"Ifyoumayhavenotnoticedtherearekids

here" 

Zamo:"We'resosorry" 

Her:"Iunderstand"

Shewalkedaway.Welaughed. 

Zamo:"Thisisallyourfault" 

Me:"Youkissedmefirst"hepinchedmycheekand

ranoff,hisicecreamfelloff.Ilaughed."That'swhat

happenswhenyoupinchanAngel"helaughedand

camebacktosnatchmine.

MyphonerangasIwasstillchasinghischildish

ass. 

Me:"Hey" 

Thabi:"Couldyoupleasecomehome?"shesounded

irritated.



Me:"What'sgoingon?" 

Thabi:"Someoneishere.JustcomebeforeI-"

Shehungup. 

Zamo:"Iseverythingokay?" 

Me:"YeahIgottarushtomyplace" 

Zamo:"Amcomingwithyou"

-

HadIenteredaloneI'dhaveranoff.Itwasthesports

carguywiththethiefIoncesawtheotherdayatthe

policestationandtheotheronewhohadaavery

disturbingscaronhisforehead.Scarydoesnot

begintodescribethem.Islowlyclosedthedoor.

Zamostayeddownwiththenoseysecurity.

Me:"Greetings" 

Them:"Hello" 

Thabi:"CanIgonow?" 

Thief:"No."Hethenturnedtome."Myladywewere

wonderingifbyanychanceyouknowwheredid

PearlManyathilived" 



Me:"Iknownopersonofsuchaname" 

Sportscar:"ItoldyouthepersonwhoknowsPearlis

thisone"

Thabi:"Knowwhat.FuckyouandyourstupidPearl.I

knownoPearl!"

Me:"DidPearltakesomethingawayfromyou?"

Thief:"No.Weneedherrelatives"

Thabi:"Why?"

Sportscar:"Becauseshe'sdead!"

Thabigasped. 

Theyallstoodup. 

Scar:"Thankyou."

Theywalkedout.Iclosedthedoor.Sheheldonto

thecounterbreathingheavily. 

Thabi:"Theykilledher"

Me:"Who?"

Shesobbed. 

Thabi:"Pearl.Theykilledher"



Me:"Youknow...Imeanyouknewher?"

Thabi:"Yes!She'smymother'sfriend'sdaughter!We

grewuptogether"

Me:"Whydidyousayyoudon'tknowherthen?"

Thabi:"Youdon'tunderstand.Youclearlydon'tknow

whothesemenare.Theywould'veshotus,threwus

inadam,geteatenbythecrocodilesandgotaway

withit.Icouldn'triskmylifelikethat" 

Me:"Whoarethey?" 

Thabi:"It'sbetteryoudon'tknowthem"

Shestormedtothecorridor. 

Me:"Thabi!"

Sheslammedherdoor.Whatthehellisgoingon

here?

[2/26,06:53]Zozaness:Ten

-

Iattemptedopeningthebathroomitwaslocked.I

wentontothekitchen.Itookouteggsandturnedon

thestove.



Ifriedthemwhiletoasting.Shewalkedinlosingall

kindsofugly.Itookoutawaterbottleandgaveher. 

Me:"Morning"shesatdown. 

Thabi:"Thanks.Morning"

Ihandedhertheplateandsatdowntoo. 

Me:"Readytoexplain?" 

Thabi:"Explain?" 

Me:"Thosemenandtheirstory" 

Thabi:"Thelightonewasdatingher.Theybrokeup

thengotbacktogetheraftersomebusinesstycoon

thatisenemieswiththeGuy'sfamilytoldherto.She

owedhimsohetoldhertogetbackwithTylerand

fishoutinformationsoshedid" 

Me:"Whywouldsheevenowebusinesstycoons?" 

Thabi:"Somepeopledon'thaveiteasyoutthereYoli.

Theyhavetomakealiving.Notallofusare

privileged"shesaiddefensively. 

Me:"Okayamsorry.Sohowaretheydangerous?" 

Thabi:"Whyareyouinterestedanyway" 



Me:"BecauseIsawthedarkoneweeksagoatthe

policestation" 

Thabi:"Really?Yousee?Theykilledher.Jesus"I

passedherwater.Shedrank."ThoseDubemenare

dangerousYoli.Justknowfromnowonwe'llbe

tailed" 

Me:"What?Why?" 

Thabi:"Becausetheythinkwe'rehidingsomething" 

Me:"We?"

Shegotoffthestool. 

Thabi:"Whyareyousoslow.Yourememberonour

wayfromchurch?Thatgreensportscar?" 

Me:"Yeah.Theguywhoaskedifwehaveseen...

Wait,howcouldtheykilltheirbrother'sgirlfriend?" 

Thabi:"Becauseshebetrayedthem.Justbecareful

okay.Andiftheycaptureyoujustdon'tmentionthat

ItoldyouIknowher" 

Me:"Whywouldtheycaptureme?"

Hescoffedandwalkedaway.WhyonearthdoI



alwaysattractthesetroublesomepeople?

Iwenttotakeashower.

-

MyphonerangasIenteredthecampus.Ayanda.I

answeredquickly. 

Me:"Sisi"

Ayanda:"Itsaboy" 

Iscreamed.

Withoutgivingasinglefuck.IscreamedtillIalmost

fell. 

Me:"ThankyougoodLord.Amcominghome

tomorrow"shelaughed. 

Ayanda:"No.Ineedthatdegree" 

Me:"AmnotwritinguntilThursdaysoamcoming.

Amsohappy.Thankyousisi" 

Ayanda:"Letmecallmama" 

Me:"Okay.I'llcallyouafterclass" 

Shechuckled. 



Ayanda:"Okaybabe"

Thedayalwaysgoesfasterwhenyou'rehappy.Inno

timeitwas12pm.Allmyclasseswereinteresting.

EvenSakhiletherulerborrowerwasn'tasannoying.

Iwasalsomeetingupwith"boyfriend".Cherryontop.

Ifoundhimalreadywaitingformeoutside.He

huggedme. 

Zamo:"Hey.Doyouwanttokillme?" 

Me:"Hi.WhatdidIdo?

Zamo:"Yourphonewasoffsince4amandyou're

usuallyupbythattime" 

Me:"Amsorry.Ihadnoideawheremycharger

was." 

Zamo:"Neverdothatagain.Especiallynotafteryou

hadtoruntoyourhousejustbecausethereare

people"

Ismiled. 

Me:"Itssosweettoknowyoucare"heraisedhisleft

brow.Ilaughed.



Zamo:"You'reweirdyouknowthat?" 

Me:"Isthatacomplimentor?" 

Zamo:"It'sacomplimentbabe" 

Me:"Thankyou.Thankyousomuch"

Hesmiledandtookmyhand. 

Zamo:"Arewestulltgoingtothemoviesorwe'llstay

indoors,orderinandwatchNetflix?" 

Me:"Thatsoundsperfect.CanIaskyou

something?" 

Zamo:"Yes"

Me:"Wheredoyougetmoney?" 

Hechuckledandsqueezedmyhand. 

Zamo:"Mybursarypays2timesamonthwhenyou

dowellonyouracademics"Inodded."Don'tyou

trustme?" 

Me:"No.Iwasjustwonderingthat'sall"

Hekissedmyhand. 

Zamo:"Okay.Whatarewegonnaeat?" 



Me:"Iwantwings" 

Zamo:"Okay.There'schickenlickenoppositewhere

Ilivesoluckyyou.Ispizzaokay?" 

Me:"Yes"hetookouthisphoneandordered.

Wearrivedathisplace.Imademyselfcomfortable

onhiscouch.Helivesalone.Hecamebackwith

juice. 

Me:"Thankyou."Hesatbesideme. 

Zamo:"Whatarewewatching?" 

Me:"Whatistheretowatch?"

Zamo:"Comedy,rom-com,SciFi,horrorandaction" 

Me:"Rom-comwilldo" 

Zamo:"Okay"

Heselectedamovie."Letmefetchthepopcorn" 

Me:"Youmadepopcorn?" 

Zamo:"Yes.Whatisamoviewithoutpopcorn

sweetie?"Ilaughed. 

Me:"You'reoneweirdcreatureIswear"



ItextedThabicheckingifshe'sokay.Shetoldme

she'sgoingtoSoweto.

Hecamebackwithabowlfullofpopcorn. 

Me:"Amgoinghometomorrow"

Hefrowned."Don'tmakethatface" 

Zamo:"Iwashopingwe'dgosomewheretomorrow"

Me:"Amsorry.Butwe'vebeengoingoutsince

Wednesday." 

Zamo:"NowshouldIstop?" 

Me:"That'snotwhatamsaying.Amsayingyoudon't

havetotakemeouteveryday" 

Zamo:"Okay"

HelookedaheadattheTV. 

Me:"Zamo?" 

Heturnedtome."Youwon'tevennoticeamgone"

Hesmiledandkissedmyforeheadthenliedonmy

lap.

Themoviebegan.



...

Myphone'svibrationwokemeup.Ilookedaround.It

wasdark,Ihaveafleeceoverme.Ipulledmyphone

outofmypocket.Ilookedatthetimefirstbefore

answering.Itwas19:40.

Me:"Hello" 

Caller:"MissZikalala"Iknowthisphone.ThoughI

cannotrememberwherebutI-."IthoughtI'dbe

readingyourstatementbynow.IthoughtI'dbe

sittingwithmysonrightnoweatingdinnerbutno.

Areyoutestingmelittlegirl?"

Mywholebodyshivered. 

Me:"I-"

Bartman:"Ihearyoursisterjustgavebirthtoacute

littlebabyboy.Congratulations."

Ihungupandturnedonthetouch.Thelightswent

on.

Zamo:"Hey,Iwenttotakeashower,shouldIdishup

foryou?"Oureyesmet"Areyouokay?" 

Me:"YeahamgoodIjustneedtogo." 



Zamo:"Youdon'tlookgood.What'sup?" 

Me:"Where'smybag?"Isawitunderthetable.Itook

it.Iputonmyshoes. 

Zamo:"Yoli" 

Me:"What?Justleavemealone"

Iheadedforthedoor.Heranandblockedmyway. 

Zamo:"Babepleasedon'tdothis.Whatisgoing

on?" 

Me:"Whydoyoucare?Justmoveoutofmyway

please"

Mytearsbetrayedme. 

Zamo:"DidIdosomethingwrong?" 

Ishookmyhead."Pleasestayhere.Iwillnotletyou

gotobealoneinthathouse"

Me:"IneedtimetothinkZamokuhle" 

Zamo:"Mybedroomisperfectforthinking.I'llsleep

hereonthecouch.Comehere"

Isobbed.IneedtocallSizwe.



Hepulledmetohisbedroom. 

Zamo:"I'llbringyoufoodandcoffee" 

Me:"Thankyou"

Heclosedthedoorbehindhim.Itookmyphoneand

calledSizwe.Itwentthrough. 

Me:"ThankyouLord"

Hefinallyanswered. 

Sizwe:"NubianPrincess" 

Me:"Hi.Howareyou?"

Sizwe:"Amgood.JusttiredofbeingfarmJulia.How

areyou?" 

Me:"Bartmanisthreateningme.He'sthreateningto

killmyfamily.He'sthreateningtohavemyacademic

recordserased"Iwasalreadycrying. 

Sizwe:"Thatsonofabitch!Whereareyouright

now?" 

Me:"Louisstreet,visitingafriend" 

Sizwe:"Good.Don'tleavethatplace.I'llbetherein



themorning"

Me:"Thankyou" 

Sizwe:"Don'tcry.I'llfixitokay" 

Me:"Okay" 

Sizwe:"Byefornow"

Ihungup.Zamocameinwithfoodandcoffee. 

Me:"Thankyou"

Weateandslept.MaybeIshouldlookforthese

Dubemenandaskthemtokillthatbastardforme.

...

IheardaknockandIscrubbedthecarpet.Iturned

downthevolumeandwenttoopen.Ijumpedon

him. 

Me:"Thankyousomuchforcoming" 

Sizwe:"YeahnowI'dliketobreathe" 

Ilaughedandletgo. 

Me:"ShallImakeyousomethingtoeatordrink?" 

Sizwe:"Yesandashowerplease"



Me:"Come"

Iledhimtothepassageandshowedhimthe

bathroomthenfetchedhimfreshtowels. 

Me:"Coffeeortea?" 

Sizwe:"Whateveryou'llbehaving"

Ichuckledandwalkedaway.

ItextedAyandaforthe20thtimeaskingifthey're

okay.Therewasamessagefromaboyfriendsulking

aboutwhydidn'tIsaygoodbye.

'Youwerefastasleep.Ididn'twanttodisturbyou'

Itidedupandmadebreakfastwhilelisteningto

music.NowthatSizwewashereIfeltawholelot

better.Hehasthatauraof"everythingwillbealright".

Iheardaknock.Iwenttoopen. 

Me:"Hey" 

Zamo:"Hey.Areyou-"hestoppedandlookedover

myshoulder.

Me:"Comein"



Hejuststoodthere.Iturned.Sizwe!

Me:"OhmyGodbabeitsnotwhatitlookslike" 

Zamo:"Amsorrytoinvadeyourmoment"

Hewalkedaway. 

Me:"Whatthehelldude.Whyareyouinmykitchen

withonlyatowel?"

Sizwe:"Icametoborrowaniron.Mytrouser

accidentallyfellintothetub" 

Me:"Lookforitinthecupboard"

Isaidandranoutchasingaftertheboyfriend.Mylife!

[2/26,07:04]Zozaness:Ten

-

Iattemptedopeningthebathroomitwaslocked.I

wentontothekitchen.Itookouteggsandturnedon

thestove.

Ifriedthemwhiletoasting.Shewalkedinlosingall

kindsofugly.Itookoutawaterbottleandgaveher. 

Me:"Morning"shesatdown. 



Thabi:"Thanks.Morning"

Ihandedhertheplateandsatdowntoo. 

Me:"Readytoexplain?" 

Thabi:"Explain?" 

Me:"Thosemenandtheirstory" 

Thabi:"Thelightonewasdatingher.Theybrokeup

thengotbacktogetheraftersomebusinesstycoon

thatisenemieswiththeGuy'sfamilytoldherto.She

owedhimsohetoldhertogetbackwithTylerand

fishoutinformationsoshedid" 

Me:"Whywouldsheevenowebusinesstycoons?" 

Thabi:"Somepeopledon'thaveiteasyoutthereYoli.

Theyhavetomakealiving.Notallofusare

privileged"shesaiddefensively. 

Me:"Okayamsorry.Sohowaretheydangerous?" 

Thabi:"Whyareyouinterestedanyway" 

Me:"BecauseIsawthedarkoneweeksagoatthe

policestation" 

Thabi:"Really?Yousee?Theykilledher.Jesus"I



passedherwater.Shedrank."ThoseDubemenare

dangerousYoli.Justknowfromnowonwe'llbe

tailed" 

Me:"What?Why?" 

Thabi:"Becausetheythinkwe'rehidingsomething" 

Me:"We?"

Shegotoffthestool. 

Thabi:"Whyareyousoslow.Yourememberonour

wayfromchurch?Thatgreensportscar?" 

Me:"Yeah.Theguywhoaskedifwehaveseen...

Wait,howcouldtheykilltheirbrother'sgirlfriend?" 

Thabi:"Becauseshebetrayedthem.Justbecareful

okay.Andiftheycaptureyoujustdon'tmentionthat

ItoldyouIknowher" 

Me:"Whywouldtheycaptureme?"

Hescoffedandwalkedaway.WhyonearthdoI

alwaysattractthesetroublesomepeople?

Iwenttotakeashower.

-



MyphonerangasIenteredthecampus.Ayanda.I

answeredquickly. 

Me:"Sisi"

Ayanda:"Itsaboy" 

Iscreamed.

Withoutgivingasinglefuck.IscreamedtillIalmost

fell. 

Me:"ThankyougoodLord.Amcominghome

tomorrow"shelaughed. 

Ayanda:"No.Ineedthatdegree" 

Me:"AmnotwritinguntilThursdaysoamcoming.

Amsohappy.Thankyousisi" 

Ayanda:"Letmecallmama" 

Me:"Okay.I'llcallyouafterclass" 

Shechuckled. 

Ayanda:"Okaybabe"

Thedayalwaysgoesfasterwhenyou'rehappy.Inno

timeitwas12pm.Allmyclasseswereinteresting.



EvenSakhiletherulerborrowerwasn'tasannoying.

Iwasalsomeetingupwith"boyfriend".Cherryontop.

Ifoundhimalreadywaitingformeoutside.He

huggedme. 

Zamo:"Hey.Doyouwanttokillme?" 

Me:"Hi.WhatdidIdo?

Zamo:"Yourphonewasoffsince4amandyou're

usuallyupbythattime" 

Me:"Amsorry.Ihadnoideawheremycharger

was." 

Zamo:"Neverdothatagain.Especiallynotafteryou

hadtoruntoyourhousejustbecausethereare

people"

Ismiled. 

Me:"Itssosweettoknowyoucare"heraisedhisleft

brow.Ilaughed.

Zamo:"You'reweirdyouknowthat?" 

Me:"Isthatacomplimentor?" 



Zamo:"It'sacomplimentbabe" 

Me:"Thankyou.Thankyousomuch"

Hesmiledandtookmyhand. 

Zamo:"Arewestulltgoingtothemoviesorwe'llstay

indoors,orderinandwatchNetflix?" 

Me:"Thatsoundsperfect.CanIaskyou

something?" 

Zamo:"Yes"

Me:"Wheredoyougetmoney?" 

Hechuckledandsqueezedmyhand. 

Zamo:"Mybursarypays2timesamonthwhenyou

dowellonyouracademics"Inodded."Don'tyou

trustme?" 

Me:"No.Iwasjustwonderingthat'sall"

Hekissedmyhand. 

Zamo:"Okay.Whatarewegonnaeat?" 

Me:"Iwantwings" 

Zamo:"Okay.There'schickenlickenoppositewhere



Ilivesoluckyyou.Ispizzaokay?" 

Me:"Yes"hetookouthisphoneandordered.

Wearrivedathisplace.Imademyselfcomfortable

onhiscouch.Helivesalone.Hecamebackwith

juice. 

Me:"Thankyou."Hesatbesideme. 

Zamo:"Whatarewewatching?" 

Me:"Whatistheretowatch?"

Zamo:"Comedy,rom-com,SciFi,horrorandaction" 

Me:"Rom-comwilldo" 

Zamo:"Okay"

Heselectedamovie."Letmefetchthepopcorn" 

Me:"Youmadepopcorn?" 

Zamo:"Yes.Whatisamoviewithoutpopcorn

sweetie?"Ilaughed. 

Me:"You'reoneweirdcreatureIswear"

ItextedThabicheckingifshe'sokay.Shetoldme

she'sgoingtoSoweto.



Hecamebackwithabowlfullofpopcorn. 

Me:"Amgoinghometomorrow"

Hefrowned."Don'tmakethatface" 

Zamo:"Iwashopingwe'dgosomewheretomorrow"

Me:"Amsorry.Butwe'vebeengoingoutsince

Wednesday." 

Zamo:"NowshouldIstop?" 

Me:"That'snotwhatamsaying.Amsayingyoudon't

havetotakemeouteveryday" 

Zamo:"Okay"

HelookedaheadattheTV. 

Me:"Zamo?" 

Heturnedtome."Youwon'tevennoticeamgone"

Hesmiledandkissedmyforeheadthenliedonmy

lap.

Themoviebegan.

...

Myphone'svibrationwokemeup.Ilookedaround.It



wasdark,Ihaveafleeceoverme.Ipulledmyphone

outofmypocket.Ilookedatthetimefirstbefore

answering.Itwas19:40.

Me:"Hello" 

Caller:"MissZikalala"Iknowthisphone.ThoughI

cannotrememberwherebutI-."IthoughtI'dbe

readingyourstatementbynow.IthoughtI'dbe

sittingwithmysonrightnoweatingdinnerbutno.

Areyoutestingmelittlegirl?"

Mywholebodyshivered. 

Me:"I-"

Bartman:"Ihearyoursisterjustgavebirthtoacute

littlebabyboy.Congratulations."

Ihungupandturnedonthetouch.Thelightswent

on.

Zamo:"Hey,Iwenttotakeashower,shouldIdishup

foryou?"Oureyesmet"Areyouokay?" 

Me:"YeahamgoodIjustneedtogo." 

Zamo:"Youdon'tlookgood.What'sup?" 



Me:"Where'smybag?"Isawitunderthetable.Itook

it.Iputonmyshoes. 

Zamo:"Yoli" 

Me:"What?Justleavemealone"

Iheadedforthedoor.Heranandblockedmyway. 

Zamo:"Babepleasedon'tdothis.Whatisgoing

on?" 

Me:"Whydoyoucare?Justmoveoutofmyway

please"

Mytearsbetrayedme. 

Zamo:"DidIdosomethingwrong?" 

Ishookmyhead."Pleasestayhere.Iwillnotletyou

gotobealoneinthathouse"

Me:"IneedtimetothinkZamokuhle" 

Zamo:"Mybedroomisperfectforthinking.I'llsleep

hereonthecouch.Comehere"

Isobbed.IneedtocallSizwe.

Hepulledmetohisbedroom. 



Zamo:"I'llbringyoufoodandcoffee" 

Me:"Thankyou"

Heclosedthedoorbehindhim.Itookmyphoneand

calledSizwe.Itwentthrough. 

Me:"ThankyouLord"

Hefinallyanswered. 

Sizwe:"NubianPrincess" 

Me:"Hi.Howareyou?"

Sizwe:"Amgood.JusttiredofbeingfarmJulia.How

areyou?" 

Me:"Bartmanisthreateningme.He'sthreateningto

killmyfamily.He'sthreateningtohavemyacademic

recordserased"Iwasalreadycrying. 

Sizwe:"Thatsonofabitch!Whereareyouright

now?" 

Me:"Louisstreet,visitingafriend" 

Sizwe:"Good.Don'tleavethatplace.I'llbetherein

themorning"



Me:"Thankyou" 

Sizwe:"Don'tcry.I'llfixitokay" 

Me:"Okay" 

Sizwe:"Byefornow"

Ihungup.Zamocameinwithfoodandcoffee. 

Me:"Thankyou"

Weateandslept.MaybeIshouldlookforthese

Dubemenandaskthemtokillthatbastardforme.

...

IheardaknockandIscrubbedthecarpet.Iturned

downthevolumeandwenttoopen.Ijumpedon

him. 

Me:"Thankyousomuchforcoming" 

Sizwe:"YeahnowI'dliketobreathe" 

Ilaughedandletgo. 

Me:"ShallImakeyousomethingtoeatordrink?" 

Sizwe:"Yesandashowerplease"

Me:"Come"



Iledhimtothepassageandshowedhimthe

bathroomthenfetchedhimfreshtowels. 

Me:"Coffeeortea?" 

Sizwe:"Whateveryou'llbehaving"

Ichuckledandwalkedaway.

ItextedAyandaforthe20thtimeaskingifthey're

okay.Therewasamessagefromaboyfriendsulking

aboutwhydidn'tIsaygoodbye.

'Youwerefastasleep.Ididn'twanttodisturbyou'

Itidedupandmadebreakfastwhilelisteningto

music.NowthatSizwewashereIfeltawholelot

better.Hehasthatauraof"everythingwillbealright".

Iheardaknock.Iwenttoopen. 

Me:"Hey" 

Zamo:"Hey.Areyou-"hestoppedandlookedover

myshoulder.

Me:"Comein"

Hejuststoodthere.Iturned.Sizwe!



Me:"OhmyGodbabeitsnotwhatitlookslike" 

Zamo:"Amsorrytoinvadeyourmoment"

Hewalkedaway. 

Me:"Whatthehelldude.Whyareyouinmykitchen

withonlyatowel?"

Sizwe:"Icametoborrowaniron.Mytrouser

accidentallyfellintothetub" 

Me:"Lookforitinthecupboard"

Isaidandranoutchasingaftertheboyfriend.Mylife!

[2/26,07:04]Zozaness:11

-

Nobodytoldmeanythingaboutlifeafteruniversity.

Whywasn'tItold?Iamangry.

Mom:"Thesunhascomeoutalreadybutyou'restill

sleeping."Ofcoursethesunisout,it'ssummer.

"WhoareyougoingtomarryYoli?"Whocaresabout

marriage?Myonlymainconcernrightnowisfinding

ajob.

Me:"Amawake" 



Mom:"Youshould've.Alongtimeago,youneedto

findajob" 

Me:"Iwillnotfindjobinablinkofaneyemama"

Yesambackathomewithmyhasnotchanged

mother.Luxuriouslifegone.Iamstillonholdforthe

nextvacancytocomeout. 

Mom:"That'sbecauseyouaren'tlooking.Amnot

goingtolookafteryoulikeyou're10,yourfa-" 

Me:"Iwilllookforajob"Isaidcuttingheroff.How

muchofthiscanItake?

Shewalkedout.Imadethebedwiththetearsonthe

edgeofmyeyes.

AfterallIgaveupforher,shestillthinksIcareabout

thatmanIdon'tevenknow.Ishould'vejustletthat

crazyassministerkillher.

Idon'tmeanthatbutIwishIdid.AndyesKabelo's

fathercapturedher,hesenthismenallthewayto

UlunditobuyherHansaandthatwasit,Ihadto

publishthatstatement,Itrendedforbeingaliar,

falselyaccusingtheminister'ssonbecauseIwanted



tochowhismoneybutheturnedmedown.Icouldn't

evengooutwithoutbeingcapturedandbashed.

"Thisfatbitchshouldgetalife"

"AwholemotherfuckinghotKabelolovingthis?

Please"

"Thispigthinksshe'sallthat.WeknowKB'stypesis"

"KBhashishistorybutthatwasnotawaytofight

himbackforturningyoudown"

Allthesewerethecommentsaboutme.Everyone

thoughttheywereentitledandknewwhattheywere

talkingabout.AllIcoulddowascryandlockmyself

up.Iexcludedmyselffromthesociety.The

commentsaboutmybodyhavenevergottentome,

buttheirs.Therewassomethingaboutthewaythey

calledmefat.Iamstillhaven'trecoveredfromit.

Mydeepestgratitudegoestothose4strongladies.

Whobelievedintheirstory,theydidn'tcareaboutthe

wholecountrybeingagainstthem.Theycameout

withthe #Iamhisvictim2.Thefirstweekitwasn't

trending,butthesecondone.Thesocialmedia

streetswentcrazy.35girlsparticipated,justicetook



it'scourse.Hegotlockedup,nobailnonothing.His

fathergotremovedasaminister,onlyarrestedfor6

monthscauseIsawonthenewsinNovemberthat

hehadbeenreleased.CaptainKorecalledme

assuringmehe'snotathreatinmylifeanymore.He

putmyheartatease.

Sizwe?That'sastoryforanotherday.

Iwalkedouttothekitchen.Thisplacehastobeone

ofthehottestplacesonearth.7amitsalready

boilinglikenobody'sbusiness.

Ifoundmymotherstirringporridgeonhertinypot.I

checkedforbread,Ifoundit.Good.Itookitout. 

Mom:"IwillmakethatbreadforSinakhoandher

child"

Theyalwaysvisitingandsinghowhungrytheyare

likewe'resomesortofrichpeople,leavemetobaby

sitandcomebackdrunk.

Ipluggedmyphoneintothechargerandtookthe

dishesouttowashthemunderthetree.

There'snowayoutofthisplace.IfonlyIcouldgo



backtoJo'burgbutmysavingswouldonlylastme

for6monthsandinthat6monthsIamnot

guaranteedtofindajob.Interiordesigningisn'tin

demandlikeanyothercareers.

Ifinishedwashingthedishesandtookthembackin.

Ifoundmomeating,shehaddishedsomeforme

too.ThankstotheAngelthattoldherto.

Mom:"There'saladywholivesinZondela.She

wantsananny"Zondelaisaformalsettlementnear

town.

Me:"Areyouthinkingoftakingit?" 

Itookmybowlanddownbuttflatnexttothedoor. 

Mom:"Nobutyouare" 

Me:"What?" 

Mom:"Doyouhaveabetterjobinmind?" 

Me:"No,butwhatdoIknowaboutkids?" 

Mom:"Youwilllearn!Kidsyoungerthanyouare

doingworsethingsouttheretogetmoney.Stop

beingasenselesssnobYolanda"she'sright. 



Me:"I'lltakeit" 

Mom:"Good.FirstthingonMondaygothere.Cook

fishtoday"

Inodded.

Shewalkedout.Itookadeepbreath.Howdoesone

evenchangeanappy.Ayandahasneverletme.

SpeakingofAyanda.Herandmotherarebackto

squareone.Mymotherbeingherselfshepampered

herselfwithallthemoneyAyandahadgivenherto

buyChristmasgroceries.Theirfightgotasfarasmy

mothertellinghershewantedtoaborther.Ayanda

tookherkidsandneverlookedback.

Myphonerang.Igotupandreachedforit. 

Me:"Hi" 

Zamo:"Howareyou?" 

Me:"Amokayhow'syourself?" 

Zamo:"Sharp.Wasjustgreetingyou" 

Me:"Thanks" 

Zamo:"Bye"hehungup.



Thisiswhatwehadturnedtosincewebothwent

ourseparateways.Hegotluckyandfoundajob,

permanent.Ican'tsaythisisallbecauseofmoney,

itsonlybeen3weeksandhehasn'tgotpaid.Iam

failingtoacceptoursituation.Istilllovehim,alot.

AndIamwillingtofightforustillwe'rebacktowhat

wewere.SoonasIgetoutofthisplacemaybeI'llbe

abletoevenvisithim.

Iputthephonebacktothechargerandpoured

waterintoabathingbasinandbathed.

"Knockknock"

Sinakho.Sigh. 

Me:"Comein"

Shegotinpullingherchild'sarm. 

Sinakho:"Sanibonani"

Me:"Hey.Mom'snothere"shesatdown. 

Sinakho:"Youcouldjustmakemeteayourself

there'snoproblem.StayinginJo'burglovesyouneh?

Lookhowbeautifulyourbodyis"

FYImybodyhasalwaysbeenbeautiful. 



Me:"Thankyou" 

Sinakho:"You'reatruedefinitionoffatandfabulous"

Shegiggled.GodforgivemebutIamstillholdingon

tothedayshestrangledmewhenIwas10whilemy

motherhadherwaywithabroomstick.

Idriedmyselfoutandputonmyclothes.

Itookthewateroutandcamebacktoheronthe

cupboardlookingforwhatever. 

Sinakho:"IthoughtIshouldjustmakethistea

myselfsinceyou'rebusy" 

Me:"Iguessyouknowwhereeverythingisthen"

Shenodded."I'llgochangeke"

Sinakho:"Wait..."Ilookedatherwiththe"yesgoon"

eyes."Yourmothertoldmethatyoufoundajob.

You'requalifiednono,whywouldyouwanttobea

nanny?" 

Me:"Lifeisfullofsurprises.YesIamqualifiedbutI

donothaveajob" 

Sheclearedherthroat. 



Sinakho:"Doyouknowthatyourfatherown

companies?" 

Me:"Idon'tcareaboutthatman.Idon'tcareifhe

ownsthewholeofSouthAfrica"

Sinakho:"Aren'tyoucuriouswhoheis?"

Me:"Why?Hedoesn'twantmewhyshouldIbother

abouthim?"

Sinakho:"Whotoldyouhedoesn'twantyou?" 

Me:"Mymother" 

Sinakho:"Yourfatherwasabsentinyourlifeandstill

isbecausehehasnoideayou'realive.Yourmother

nevertoldhimaboutyou"

Me:"Shedid"

Sinakho:"Shedidnot.Thatwasaveryresponsible

man.Shenevertoldhimtrustme" 

Me:"Shetoldmehedeniedme" 

Sinakho:"Yourparentsbrokeupbeforeyouwere

discovered,buthekeptcomingtocheckuponher.

Oneofthedaysshepackedupallherthingsandleft



Jo'burg.Thatiswhenshestarteddrinking."

Itookaseat.Thisdoesn'tmakesense.Shegotin,

with2Hansabottlesonaplastic.

Mom:"HawIthoughtyouhadleft" 

Sinakho:"Noamstillhere"

Sheturnedtome. 

Mom:"Andthenwena?" 

Me:"Isittrue?" 

Mom:"What?" 

Me:"AllthatSinakhojusttoldme" 

Mom:"Iwasn'therehowwouldIknow?" 

Me:"Why?Whyyounevertoldhimaboutme?"

Mom:"BecauseIwantedtoprotectyou"shetooka

sipfromhericecoldbeer.Iusedtowishshecould

justloveandcareformeashedoesforthisbrown

bottle. 

Me:"Fromwhat?" 

Mom:"Yohwhydon'tyouaskSinakhoheresince



sheknowsitall.Andyou,stopcomingtomyhomeif

younolongerknowwhat'srightforyoutosay.

WhereonearthareyougonnagetNzuza?Doyou

knowhowruthlesshiswifeis?Whyareyoueven

tellingmychildallthis?Youwanthertogooutthere

andlookforthatman?"Sheturnedtome."Trysisi.

Justknowthatbitchwillhirethehitmentotakeyou

outthemomentyouwalkoutoftheirmilliondollar

gate.Youdon'tneedthatman.Ifyoucouldgetthis

farwithouthim,trustmeyoucanstillgofurther.

Don'tletlowliveslikethisoneplantideasintoyour

head" 

Me:"I-" 

Mom:"Shutup!"Istartled."AndyouSinakhowhen

you'redoneeating.Getthehelloutofmyhomeand

neverreturn.You'reaveryungratefulbastard"

Shetookherbeersandwalkedoutcrying.Shetends

todoalotofthatthesedays.

Whatifhe'llwelcomemewithwarmhands.Sinakho

saidheownscompanies.Thatmeanshe'srichand

hasconnection.WhenmothersaidNzuza,didhe



meanhim?

There'snothingInternetdoesn'thave.Itsabouttime

Iknewthemanwhomademe...

***

Youguysrememberthatthisdairywasayear

behindTheDubeLegacy?Nowthey'reonthesame

year,whichiswhyIsaid1yearlater.

[2/26,07:04]Zozaness:BeautyLiesInTheEyesofA

Beholder

12

-

Comingherefeelsliketheworstmistakeofmylife.

I'veneverseensuchabeautifulhouseyetthis

messyinside.Nowonderthiskidhasflu,itsthese

gemsalloverthisplace.

Themother'soutfit,you'dswearshe'sgoingtosred

carpet.Howdoyoufeellookingthisbeautiful

knowingyouleftapigstybehindathome?Some

womenarestrongItellyou.



MrsMazibuko:"Amsosorryaboutthismess.I

haven'tfoundtimetoclean"Ismiled.Ihonestlyhave

nothingtosay."Ineedtorushtotownandbuyafew

things.I'lltakeDaliwithme.Pleasemakeyourself

feelathome"

Notinahouselikethis.Icouldn'tevensitdown. 

Me:"Thanks.Iwill"

Shepickedherbabyupandwalkedout.Iheardthe

enginerev.Iwenttopeeponthewindow.Isawit

driveoutthegate.Ilookedforthebathroom.Ipeed

andfilledthe20Lbucketwithwaterandcarrieditto

thekitchen.Iopenedthecupboards.OhGodthis

woman!

Shedoesn'tlivehere.Nohumanbeingintheirright

stateofmindcouldeverliveinsuchamessyhouse.

BythegraceofGodIfoundbleachandliquidsoap.

Igrewupinahomewithonlytwomudrondavelsbut

notevenoncetheywereeverthisdirty.Mymotheris

adrunkardandhasbeenmywholelifebutshe's

neat.Ifindthissightverydisturbing.

Istartedscrubbingeverythingthatistheretoscrub.



Thedishes.Cupboards.Thefloor.Thecouches.The

carpet.Thebathroom.Bedrooms.

Asthesunset.Itsetwithallmystrength.8room

cleanedin4hours.Sheevenhasavacuumand

housefragrancespraysbutneveruseanyofit.I

sprayedthewholehouseandwenttotakeashower.

ThesweatingIhadgonethroughwasn'thealthyfor

mysensitivebodyparts.Ichangedintoclean

clothes.

YesIwasgonnabeastayinnanny.Mymothertold

methismorning.Thewholeweekendshewasquiet.

She'ssomethingelse.

IsatonthesofaandswitchedontheTV.Thefresh

airhiteverycornerofthehouse.Nottosuckmyown

tittiesbutithadgonefrom2-100.

Iheardacarpullingup.Iturneddownthevolume,I

heardthedoorclosethenshortafterIheadaknock

atthedoor.

Me:"Comein"

Aman.Averyscarytallman.Igulped.Idon'tdowell

withmen'spresence.Ialwaysthinkoftheworst. 



Him:"Afternoonmiss"hesaidwithhiseyes

wanderingallovertheplace. 

Me:"AfternoonSir" 

Him:"IsAkhonahome?"Ilookedathimwith

questioningeyes."Dali'smother"ohh. 

Me:"No.Shesaidshe'sgoingtotown,sheshouldbe

backanyminutefromnow"

Henoddedandwalkedontothecouch. 

Him:"AmLanga.Dali'sfather." 

Me:"Yolanda.Hisnanny" 

Langa:"Iwasexpectingsomeoneolder,atleast

that'showhismotherdescribedyou"

Me:"Ohshemis-describedmethen"hesmiledand

nodded.

Hiseyesweren'tstillandIfoundthatvery

uncomfortable.

Wesatthereinsilence.NotthatIminditatall.I'd

stayinmyownworldandnotgetbothered.

Anothercarpulledup.ThankyouJesus.Igotupand



walkedout. 

MrsMazibuko:"Amsosorrytoleaveyoualone.I

hadtogetsomethingwe'llcook" 

Me:"Idon'tmindreally.Youhaveavisitor" 

MrsMazibuko:"He'sDali'sfather" 

Me:"Hetoldme"

Wecarriedthegroceriesinside.Shecouldn'thide

hersurprisedfacewhenwesteppedin.

Wefetchedthesecondload.LangacarriedDaliin.

MrsMazibuko:"Letmegotalktohim.I'llbeback" 

Me:"OK"

Ipackedthefoodonthecupboardsandfridge.

IsatdownandrememberedIhaveaphone.Iwent

tothediningroomwheremybagwas.Theystopped

talkingwhenIcamein.Whatevertheyweretalking

about.Itdidnotlooklikeapleasantconversation.I

carriedthewholebagtothekitchenwithme.

Itookmyphoneout.Ihadmissedcalls.From

motherandAyanda.



Isentthemcallbacksandcheckedmyemails.

EverydayIcheck,hopingI'dfindonethatisinviting

metoaninterviewbutnoluck.

IemailedThabitellingheraboutmynewjob.She

movedtoMozambiquewithherboyfriend.Some

peoplemakesthislovethingseemsoeasy.

Wherevertheyfindtheseboyfriendwhoalwaystake

themoutofpoverty,Ineedtogo.Ideservemybig

break.

Iappliedformorejobs.Eventhecleaningjobs.

IsentZamoatextonWhatsApp.Hehardlyresponds

butIstilltrytoreachout.

MrsMazibukowalkedin. 

Her:"Daliisleavingwithhisfather.It'llbejustusfor

2weeks"

Great. 

Me:"That'sbadbutOK.ShouldIstartcooking?" 

Her:"No,Iwillcookyoushouldrest,youdidwellwith

thecleaning.Thankyou" 

Me:"Itwasnothing.Iinsisttocook" 



Her:"OK.I'llbebackshortly"

Shewalkedontothepassage.Iputthericeonthe

potandwentbacktothephone.Itrang. 

Me:"Heysis" 

Ayanda:"Yoli.Youhadmeworried.Areyouokay?

Didyouarrivesafely?"Somanyquestions. 

Me:"YesIamfine.Howareyou?"

Ayanda:"Amgood.Aretheynicepeople?"

Me:"Yeahprettymuch.ButitsthefirstdayIcould

judgewrong"

Ayanda:"Iftheyevermakeyousadpleasecome

home"

Me:"Iwill.Youneedtostopworryingaboutme,Igot

this.Howaremykids?" 

Ayanda:"Verywellandunnecessaryactive"I

chuckled. 

Me:"Sendmylove" 

Ayanda:"Iwillbaby.Callmebeforeyousleep"eh

thiswoman. 



Me:"Idon'thaveairtime" 

Ayanda:"I'llsendyou.Justdon'tblowitallondata"

Me:"Ihaveenoughdataforaweek" 

Ayanda:"Good.Bye" 

Me:"Bye"

Ihungupandstartedbeingproductivearoundthe

kitchen.

...

Dalileftwithhisfather.Thisisawomantroubled.

From6pmto8pmshehadfinishedawholebottleof

one.WatchingmeCook.Notsayingasinglething.

Justgulpingdownherwine.

Idishedupforus. 

MrsMazibuko:"Wegonnaeatinthediningroom.

There'sJuiceinthefridge"

Itookitout.ShecarrieditwurjtheglasseswhileI

followedwiththeplates.

WesatdownandatewhilewatchingTV.Iamnot

evenafanofTV. 



MrsMazibuko:"Howoldareyou?"

Me:"22"

MrsMazibuko:"Andthisiswhereyouwannabe?

Beingsomeone'shelp?" 

Me:"No.Butlifeisfullofsurpriseansitsveryrare

forittogothewayweplanned"

MrsMazibuko:"True.Didyoufinishschool?" 

Me:"Yes.Iamaqualifiedinteriordesign.Istudiedat

universityofJohannesburg." 

MrsMazibuko:"Youdon'tsay" 

Me:"Yep.Sobeggarscan'tbechoosersright?Ineed

moneytosurvive" 

MrsMazibuko:"Afriendofminejustmovedintoa

newhouse,she'sreallynotgoodwiththedecorating

soyoumightgetyourselfapiecejob" 

Me:"I'dlovethat.Thankyou" 

MrsMazibuko:"You'rewelcome."Sheglancedather

watch."Ihavescriptstomark.Letmegoandbath

andstartworking.Goodnight"



Me:"Goodnight"

Shetookherfoodwithher.

ItookmyphoneandloggedonWhatsApp.Heread

themessagebutdidnotrespond.

'IfyounolongerwantmejustsayitZamo.Itisnota

crimetoloseinterestonsomeone'

Isent.Heirritatesmeattimes.Iamtryinghere.He

doesn'tappreciatemyefforts.Itrang.Ianswered

andkeptquiet. 

Zamo:"Yolanda" 

Me:"YesZamokuhle"

Zamo:"What'sup?"

Me:"Nothing"

Zamo:"Whatdoyoumeaninthatmessage?"

Me:"ImeanexactlythatZamo.Itslikeamtheonly

oneworkingonrelationship"

Zamo:"Youknowthatisnottrue"

Me:"Whatistruethen?"



Zamo:"ThatIloveyou" 

Me:"GoodnightZamokuhle"

Zamo:"Goodnightbabe.Iloveyou"

Me:"Amnotsureanymore"

Ihungupandtooktheplatetothesink.Turnedthe

lightsoffandwenttomybedroom.Igotinbedand

driftedtosleep...

-

Iwokeuptomyphoneringing.Icheckedthetime.

5:30am,seriouslymom. 

Me:"Hello" 

Mom:"Areyoustillinbed?Yolandayohshouldbein

thekitchenmakingteaformadam" 

Me:"Shedoesn'tdrinkteamama" 

Mom:"Thenmakeherwhateverthatshedrinks."

Shehungup.Idraggedmylazyassoutofthebed.

Ifoundalreadyusedcups.Sheappearedalready

dressedup. 



MrsMazibuko:"Whyareyouawakethisearly?" 

Me:"Icametomakeyoutea" 

MrsMazibuko:"Imakemyownteasisi.You'reDali's

nannynotamaid" 

Me:"Ohmybad" 

MrsMazibuko:"Breadmoneyisontherightshelfon

theTVstand.Amoff" 

Me:"Thanks.Bye"

Sheclickedherstilettosaway.Iheardthecardrive

away.Ahhomesweethome.Iwenttoswitchonthe

TVandputonthemusicchannelthenwentbackto

thekitchentowarmmyfoodup.

Abeautifuldayisbeganwithprayer.Iwentbackto

myroomandprayed.Itookmytoiletrybagandwent

tothebathroom.

Iopened.HolymotherofGod!

Iscreamedandthenafterawhilelookedtheother

direction.OhGodwhyapenisthisearly.Andwhatis

hedoinghere.Iranoutbacktomyroom.Isatonthe

bed,gotupandwalkedtothewindow.



ThedooropenedIstartled. 

Me:"Whatareyoudoinghere?"Hesmiled.MyLordI

needstrength. 

Sizwe:"Surprisedtoseeme?" 

Me:"No." 

Sizwe:"Ilivehere" 

Me:"AreyouMrsMazibuko'shusband?"

Myphonerang.Itookadeepbreathandanswered.

"Yesma'am" 

MrsMazibuko:"AisukajustcallmeAkhona.Iforgot

totellyou,myolderbrotheristhere.Don'tfreakout"

YesI'veseenhimasnakedastheycome. 

Me:"Oh.Thanksforlettingmeknow"

MrsMazibuko:"OKlove.Bye"

Ihungup. 

Sizwe:"So.You'reanannynow?" 

Me:"Howisthatanyofyourconcern?" 

Sizwe:"Doyoumakebreakfast?" 



Me:"AsyouhavesaidthatIamanannynotamaid.

Areyoudonebathing?" 

Sizwe:"No.Icametoaskifyou'dliketojoinme"

He'snotbeingseriousrightnow.Helaughed."Am

messingwithyou.Amdone"

Ilefthimstandingtheretopless.

Idon'tgethowIcouldbethisinnocentanddirtythe

sametime.Ourlastencounterwasn'tinnocent.We

almost...Almosthititoff.

FromthereonIneversawhimagain....
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Whattimedoteachersknockoff?Imeanitscloseto

4pmandthere'snosignofMrsMazibuko.Sizwe

disappearedrightafterourpenisencounter.WhenI

cameoutofthebathroomhewasnowhereinsight



andthatwasjoyforme.Icleanedandateinpeace.I

spentmydayapplyingfordifferentjobsasalways.I

putallthedirtylaundryinthewashingmachine,that

Ihadtoscrubfirst.

Ibegancooking.Sittingarounddoingnothingdoes

nothelpwiththisanxiety.Shemadeherwayinfrom

thekitchenbackdoor.Lookingdrained.

MrsMazibuko:"AllIneedrightnowisaglassof

wine" 

Me:"Whathappened?" 

Shedroppedherbagsandtookaseat.Itookouther

winefromthefridgeandplaceditinfrontofherwith

aglass.Shepouredafullglass.Idon'tunderstandit

butitworksforthem.Thabiturnedintoanaddict

afterthePearlsaga.

Shedowneditinonego.

MrsMazibuko:"Thankyou"shethentookadeep

breath."Becarefulwhoyoumarry.Onedayyou'lllive

infearbecauseyoufinallytookadecisionthatis

bestforyou.Mycarbrokedown.Abrandnewcar

brokedown,rightaftermyexhusbandwashere."



Me:"Hedidsomethingtoit?" 

Shenodded."Amsorry"

MrsMazibuko:"Ialmostdied.Leftmychildren

behind"shetookasipofherwine."Ihave3children.

Twingirls,theylivewithhismother.Nowhe'strying

totakeDaliawayfromme"

Me:"That'sbad" 

MrsMazibuko:"Nevermarryinarush.Iwillhelpyou

lookforajobsothatnomancouldeversay'Imade

you'.Iseetheyoungmeinyou,butIonlyhadmatric

whenIstartedworkingforhisparents.Youngand

veryclueless.Iwas18,hehadallthecharms.Ifell

forhim,hard.Heearnedhiswayintomypants.Two

cluelessminorshavingsex,noprotection.Thetwins

wereconceived."

Shedrankherremainingwine.Thingsareverytough

outthere.Atthisageof23I'dcommitsuicideifI

weretofallpregnant.Istirredthepapandcameto

sitdown. 

Me:"Howoldaretheynow?" 



MrsMazibuko:"They're11.Theydon'tconnectwith

me,theywereraisedbytheirgrandparents.Right

aftertheywereborn,theysentmetovarsity.At24

wegotmarried.Hewasalreadyworking,averywell

payingjob.Theyearbeforelast,hestartedbeing

abusive,hadanotherwoman,tellingmehowmuch

hemademe.Ilefthim.Sowe'reheretoday,him

tryingtotakemychildrenandmylifeaway.Thatis

whyIdrinkthismuch"

Shegotupandpickedherbagsupandleft.

Whyaremensoselfish!

Iamsomadrightnow.Iattendedtomypots.Men

deserveapunch.

MrsMazibuko:"UhmYoli.Myfriendsaidyoucan

cometomorrowmorningandstartworkingyour

magic"shesaidpeepingherheadin. 

Me:"Thankyouthankyou"shesmiledand

disappearedagain.IdidtheMadibadance.This

couldbemystarttobigthings.

...



Idonotsetalarms.IjusttellAyandaIhave

somewheretogotointhemorningandthenshe

callsat5.

Ianswered.

Ayanda:"Wakeup.Doyouevenhavetaxifare?" 

Me:"Noit'sawalkabledistance" 

Ayanda:"Packyourselfalunchboxdon'texpect

themtomakeyoufood" 

Me:"Iwill"

Ayanda:"Getup!" 

Me:"Iam.Bye"

Itossedthephoneunderthepillow"Islidoffthebed.

Itookmytoiletrybagandheadedout.

Warmrunningwater.Imissedthis.Myvarsityyears

wentbyveryfast.Ineverwenttoasingleparty.

MrsMazibuko:"AisukaSizweshe'sachild"

Sizwe:"Lovehasnoage.RememberthatwomanI

toldyouabout?"Iknowhisvoicesoitwaseasyto

tell.



MrsMazibuko:"Youtellmeaboutwomeneveryday"

Sizwe:"TheonethatIconstantlytoldyouabout"

MrsMazibuko:"Thechurchgirl?"

Sizwe:"Yes.Itsher"

MrsMazibuko:"Iwantyounowherenearthatchild.

ShehasaverybrightfutureIdon'twantyouruining

it"

Sizwe:"Iwould'vedonethataverylongtimeagoifI

wantedto"

Thedoorknobmoved. 

Me:"There'sme.Butamcoming"

Igotoutofthetubandemptiedit.Idriedmyselfup

andworemyrobe.Iunlocked.Sheflashedmea

smile. 

Me:"I'llbrushmyteethoutside"

MrsMazibuko:"There'snoneed.Brushthemhere"

Ismiledandtookoutmytoothbrush. 

MrsMazibuko:"SoyouandSizweknoweachother



fromJo'burg?" 

Me:"Yes" 

MrsMazibuko:"Don'tlethimhavehiswaywithyou.

He'sbadnews"Ichuckled."Amserious.He'smy

twinandIknowhowbadhecanget" 

Me:"Nothingwillhappen"

MrsMazibuko:"He'squiteacharmer.Ifhegivesyou

problemstellmeI'llkickhimout" 

Ilaughed.

Me:"Doesn'thehaveahouse?" 

MrsMazibuko:"Hedoesbutitsunderrenovations" 

Inodded.Andrinsedmymouth. 

Me:"Youhavenothingtostressyourselfabout"

MrsMazibuko:"Betterbe"

Iwalkedout.

Idressedupandthenwenttothekitchen.Ifound

himdrinkingwhateverthatwasonhiscup. 

Me:"Morning" 



Sizwe:"Morning.Akhonatellsmeyou'regoingto

Celiwe'shouse"

Me:"Who'sthat?"

Sizwe:"Whereareyougoing?"

Me:"Asection" 

Sizwe:"Yesthat'sCeliwe'shouse.Areyougonna

needalift?" 

Me:"NoI'llwalk"

Sizwe:"Itsfar"

Me:"I'llcatchataxithen" 

Sizwe:"Okaythen"

Idishedupandmadejuice.Iwashedthedirtydishes

inthesinkandfetchedmybag.

IwenttosaygoodbyetoMrsMazibuko. 

Sizwe:"Icanstillgiveyoualift" 

Me:"ThankyouforyourgenerositybutI'llbefine"

Heshrugged.Itookmyfoodandleft.

...



ThewalktotheCeliwe'shousemademeregret

turningSizwedown.Haditnotbeenforthat

generousLadyI'dhavearrivedverylate.

Shewelcomedmewithverywarmhandsandgave

meherhusband'sbankcard.Ihadtojotdownall

thatIamgoingtoneed.Unlimitedbudget.Exactly

thelifeIwannalive.

Celiwe:"Areyougonnaneedpeopletohelpyou

paint?" 

Me:"Noma'am"

Celiwe:"Okay.Foodisonthatbag,sandwichesand

snacks.Thereispapandchickeninthebig

container.Icookeditlastnight.Ifyou'dliketoeatit

pleasefeelfree."

ThesearethemostgenerouspeopleI'veeverseen. 

Me:"Thankyou" 

Celiwe:"Okayamout"

Shegrabbedherphoneandleft.Idustedoffthe

chairandsatdown.Whoeverlivedinthishousehad

averyweirdtaste.Itwassomeoneold.Icouldtell



withthetilesandgreenwalls.

IwroteeverythingthatIwillneedandcleanedup.

Thisjobisenergyconsuming.Theliftingofthings

isn'tfun.

Iwashedmyhandsandwenttositunderthe

avocadotreeoutsidewithmy3bagsoffood.Itook

anapplefromthebagofsnacksandatemyfood.

IfeltmywillpowerleavemybodywhenIsawhiscar

drivingin.Heparkednexttothetree.Herolleddown

hiswindowandsmiled.Wheredoesoneapplyfora

peacefullife? 

Me:"Youknow.You'rejustlikeKabelo." 

Sizwe:"IknowandIdon'tblamehimforstalkingyou.

You'reveryhardtotakeoffonesmind"Ismiled.

"Lookshe'sblushing" 

Me:"Aisuka.Whatareyoudoinghere?" 

Sizwe:"Icametohelpyou" 

Me:"Don'tyouworkanymore?"Hegotoutofthecar

andliedonhisstomachnexttomeandgrabbedan

Apple. 



Sizwe:"Amonleavesweetheart." 

Me:"Andyoustayherenow?" 

Sizwe:"Yes.Iamfromhere.Itransferredlastyear

after-"

Me:"OkayIgetit" 

Sizwe:"DoyouknowwhatwasIgoingtosay?" 

Me:"Yes." 

Hechuckled. 

Sizwe:"Iheardyouwenttothestationlookingfor

me" 

Me:"IwentforcertifyingandIaskedifyouwerein" 

Iamlying.Iwenttolookforhim.Thecertifyingwas

anexcuseofhopingI'llbumpintohim. 

Sizwe:"Mmmmmh.Where'syourboyfriend?"

Myboyfriendhuh? 

Me:"He'sinJo'burgworking" 

Sizwe:"Ishestilljealous?"

Me:"He'sneverbeenjealous" 



Sizwe:"Heis.Youalwaysattractfreaks.Myself

included"Ilaughed."Imissedyou"

Me:"Ididn't" 

Sizwe:"Isit?"Inoddedandgrindedmybonelike

there'snotomorrow."IcanbuyyoumoremeatIfyou

want.There'snoneedtoabusethepoorbone"

Peoplewhodon'teatbonesdon'tunderstand.Bones

arenicerthantheactualmeat! 

Me:"Whyareyouhereagain?" 

Sizwe:"Aren'tyouscaredtobealoneataplaceyou

aren'tfamiliarwith?"

Me:"No.There'snoplaceassafeasUlundi.Why

wouldIbescaredofanything"

Sizwe:"Therearejunkiesnow.Thingshave

changed" 

Me:"Iknowapolicemansoamsafe"hesmiledand

shookhishead."Iactuallycan'treachtheceiling

pleasecomehelpmetakeoffthechandeliers"

Sizwe:"Ithoughtyou-" 



Me:"Doyouevershutup?" 

Sizwe:"Where'syourrespectwoman?"

Ilaughed.Wegotupandfollowedeachotherin. 

Sizwe:"Wow.Itlooksbetternow" 

Me:"Ionlysweptandscrubbed"

Sizwe:"Thatisexactlywhyitlooksbetter.Where's

theladder?" 

Me:"Itmustbeatthegarage.I'llgogetit"

Sizwe:"Noneedto.Getbusywithsomethingelse" 

Me:"You'reakeeper" 

Hesmiled.

He'snotyouridealhotguys.Butthere'ssomething

abouthim.He'stall,nottootallbuttallerthanIam

andbrownskinned.Hehasabeautifulsmile.Hislips

aren'tdecoration,soarehishands...uhmwhyamI

sayingallthis?

Itookmyphoneandwenttothemainbedroom.

Theirfavouritecolorisgrayandred.I'llpaintitwhite

andaddtouchupsofgrayandredinlightsand



couches.Eventhebed.

Iunveiledthecoveredmirrorinthecorner.Ineedme

oneofthese.Iturnedaroundadmiringmyself.Ama

veryobsessedindividualwhenitcomestomybody.

Istartledandsmiled. 

Me:"Whatareyoudoinghere?" 

Sizwe:"IcametotellyouIcan'tuntanglethatthing."

Hesaidandthenwrappedhishandsaroundmy

waist.Igasped.Hegotcloser,toocloseonmybuttI

couldfeelhim.Hekissedmyshoulder.Without

losingeyecontactonthemirror.

Heslowlymovedhishandup.Igrabbeditbeforehe

couldreachtheboob. 

Me:"Whatareyoudoing?"Isaidashekissedonmy

neck.OnlyGodknowshowmuchitishardtofight

thisman.There'ssomethingbetweenus,itsnotlove

butitssomethinganditsstrong."Si..." 

Sizwe:"Shhhh"

Hishandshadslippedundermydress.Theyweren't

anywherefar,justonmybellybutthekindsofthings



Ifelt....

Heturnedmearoundandcuppedmychubbyface.

Ourlipstouched,hisbreathcaressedmyface. 

Sizwe:"Whatareyoudoingtomewoman"hekissed

mebeforeIcouldbreathe.

"Yolanda?Whereareyouonthisbighouse?"Imoved

offhimquickly.Hepulledmebackandcontinued

kissingme.Ipushedhimoff. 

Me:"Areyoucrazy?"Iwhispered

Sizwe:"Yes"hesmirked.

Iwalkedout. 

MrsMazibuko:"Thereyouare.IsthatSizwe'scar?"

Me:"Yes"

MrsMazibuko:"Yoli"

Me:"Hejustshowedup.Ididnotinvitehim"

MrsMazibuko:"Where'she?"

Hecameout.Lookinglikedust."Whatareyoudoing

here?"



Sizwe:"Whateverthatyouaredoinghere" 

MrsMazibuko:"WhatgameareyouplayingSizwe?I

don'twantyoufollowingheraround.Ifthat'stoo

hardforyouIwilltellma" 

Sizwe:"ButIcametohelpher" 

MrsMazibuko:"Helphermyfoot.Celiwecanafford

havingpeoplewho'llhelpyouYoli"

Me:"I'lltellher" 

MrsMazibuko:"Icametotellyouamgoingtoa

workshop.I'llcomebackonFriday.Sizwe,gostayat

yourparent'shouseuntilIgetback"

Sizwe:"Yesma'am"

Me:"Gowell"shegotclosertome

MrsMazibuko:"Everyweekwewillbetesting

virginity."Shewhispered.Ilaughed.Shegavemea

warningeye.Ikeptquiet.Shehuggedmeand

pinchedSizweandleft.

Westoodthereatthecorridorlikestatues.Iheard

hercardriveoff.Isighedinrelief.



Me:"Thatwasclo-"

Hepushedmeagainstthewallandstartedkissing

me.Hishanddoingatourundermydress.Heslid

onehandonmyunderwear,Ibrokethekissoff. 

Me:"Shesaidshewillcheckmyvirginityevery

weekend"hechuckled. 

Sizwe:"Thatmeanswegettokissandtouchalot"

hegavemeamischievoussmile.

Whatiswrongwiththisguy???
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Wearrivedatthenewlyfoundhome.Iturnedonthe

lights.Sizwewasdoingwhateverinhiscar.

Iwenttoputmybaginmybedroomandrushedto

thebathroom.Itookabriefshowerandwalkedout.

IstoppedwhenIsawhim.



Me:"WhyareYouhere?"

Sizwe:"Tovisityou"

Me:"Idon'tneedavisitor"

Ileftthedooropenandwalkedontothewardrobe.I

felthispresenceheavyonmyshoulders.Itooka

deepbreathandturned. 

Me:"Idon'tknowwhatgameyou'retryingtoplaybut

whatIdoknowisthatIdon'twannabeapartofit" 

Sizwe:"Amnottryingtoplayanygame" 

Me:"Whatdoyoucallthis?Thatkiss?Andnow

you'reherestandingbehindmyhalfnakedself.What

dowecallthat"

Sizwe:"Idon'tknowwhatitisbutitsanotgame.I

feelsomethingforyouYoli.ItsdeepandI-"

Me:"That'sthething.Thisisnotimetofeelthings.I

amatastagewhereamtryingtogetmylife

togethernotamanbetweenmythighs.I'd

appreciateitifyoukeepyourdistance.Don'ttouch

nortrytokissmeeveragainorelseI'lltellsis

Akhona" 



Henodded.

Sizwe:"Amsorry.Itwon'thappenagainandIWilldo

asyousay." 

Me:"Thankyou"

Sizwe:"You'rewelcome.Whatarecooking?" 

Me:"Howaboutpapandwors?" 

Sizwe:"SomepeopleWillsuffocateofwors"

Ilaughed.Almosteverytimehecameovertomy

placehe'dfindmeeatingit. 

Me:"Comeon.Letmedressupthen"

Henoddedandheadedout.Ilockedanddressedup.

Ifeltlighter.Ineededtogetthatoffmychest.The

drivefromCeliwe'splacetoherewaslongenough

formetodecideIdon'twannaplaythisfreaking

kissinggame.Amworthmorethanakissbuddy.

Idressedupandwalkedouttothekitchen.Ifound

himstirringthepap. 

Me:"Don'ttellmeIspent20minutesdressingup" 

Sizwe:"Nonotatall.Ialreadyhadthewaterboiling



whenIcamethere" 

Me:"Ohh.Letmestartthechopping"

Itookoutthenecessitiesforgravyandachopping

board.

Myphonebeeped.

"Heybeautiful.IdecidedtocometoUlundithis

weekend.Ican'ttakeitanymore.Imissyouand

LOVEyousomuch"

IfIwaslightermycheekswould'veturnedred. 

Sizwe:"Sharethegoodnews" 

Me:"What?" 

Sizwe:"You'resmilinglikealittlechildseeingcandy.

Isitboyfriend?" 

Me:"Whydoyouwannaknow"Irespondedwith

heartemojistotheboyfriend."Iwon'tbehereon

Friday" 

Sizwe:"GoingtoJo'burg?" 

Me:"Maybe.Whatshapedoyoupreferonion?" 



Sizwe:"Rings" 

Me:"Great"

IcouldfeelhiseyesonmeasIchopped.

...

Ughthisthingofbeingasleeper.Isleptonthe

couch.Ihadafleeceoverme.Sweet.Igotupand

draggedmyasstothekitchen.Itwasspotless.The

messweleftaftercooking.Hetriedmakinga

smoothiebutunfortunatelytherewasfailureinthe

machinesoitexploded.

Ipluggedonthekettle.Hecameinsweatyand

surelysmelly. 

Sizwe:"Morning" 

Me:"Hey.Ididn'tknowyoujog" 

Sizwe:"Ido.Wannajoinmetomorrow?" 

Me:"Maybenextweek"Ihavenointentionsof

runninginmylife.UnlessambeingchasedbyaDog

orkillers. 

Sizwe:"Ok.Getready.Youtoldthedeliveryguysto



arriveat9" 

Me:"Whattimeisit?" 

Sizwe:"Halfpast7.Enoughtobathandeat" 

Me:"I'llbathfirst" 

Sizwe:"Nodrinkyourtea.IneedaquickshowerI

don'tlikehowIsmell"

Ichuckledasherantothepassage.

Imadeteaandbutteredmybread,tookaseatand

ate.

IchattedwithAyandaandSisAkhona.

IreceivedthetextfromCeliwetellingmethefoodis

onthemasterbedroomandhowhappysheiswith

theprogress.

Sizwepeepedhisheadin. 

Sizwe:"Amdone" 

Me:"Amcoming"

Irinsedthedishesandwenttoshower. 

.



AftergettingreadyIfoundhimseatedinthekitchen

drinkingwaterwithlemon.Slayking.

Me:"Amleaving" 

Sizwe:"Okaylet'sgo."Ifrowned."Don'tfrownam

drivingyouthere" 

Me:"Ohokaythanks"

Welockedandleft.

.

ArrivingatCeliwe'shouseIputmybagunderthe

tree.Andheadedinside.Hegotin. 

Sizwe:"Ibroughtusoveralls" 

Me:"Us?" 

Sizwe:"Yes.Amgonnahelpyouaround.Youcan't

paintthishugehouseonyourown" 

Me:"ImeantwhatIsaidlastnight" 

Sizwe:"Considerthisasanapologyformyperverted

ways"hesmiled. 

Me:"Let'sweartheseoverallsandwaitforthe



hardwareguys" 

Sizwe:"IsthereanythingIcoulddosofar?" 

Me:"Yes.Getthischandelieroff" 

Sizwe:"Ohyes.Letmelookforaladder"

Hedisappearedtoanywhereinthishouse.Iwentto

thebedroomtocheckforthefood.

Indeedtherewasabag.Icarrieditouttothetree

andreturnedbacktothehouse.Ichangedintoan

overall.

Sizwe:"There'snoladderinthishome"

Me:"I'llrentit." 

Sizwe:"Moneymaker"

Me:"Ofcourse"welaughed.

Thehardwaretruckarrived.Weoffloadedeverything

andtheyleft.Wegotdownintopainting.

Closeto3pmIhadalreadypainted2bedrooms.I

putdownthetoolsandwenttocheckuponSizwe.

Hewasinthekitchen,almostdone. 



Me:"Hey" 

Sizwe:"Hey.Thatisonemessyoverall" 

Me:"Amnotgoodatthis.I'veonlyprofessionally

paintedonce." 

Sizwe:"Thisisyoursecondjob?" 

Me:"Yes.Butthatwasonlyanursery.Thisismy

firstbigjob" 

Sizwe:"Youshouldshowme." 

Me:"Iwill.You'realsogoodatthis." 

Sizwe:"Thankyou.Areyoudone?" 

Me:"Yep.Finishup.We'regoingtoeat" 

Sizwe:"ThankyouJosephwe'refinallygoingto

lunch.Whattimeisit?" 

Me:"I'llgoprepareupwarmwatertowashthisoff"

Iwalkedtothebathroom.Ifilledthehandsinkwith

hotwaterandputonthepaintremover.Iwashedmy

hands.Hegotin. 

Sizwe:"There'sabsolutelynoneedforthese



expensivechemicals.Paraffinremovesthepaint

better"Imovedforhimandwipedmyhands. 

Me:"Thesmellofitmakesmesick"hesmelledhis

hands.

Sizwe:"Thisoneisn'tpleasanteither" 

Me:"Butbetter.You'llfindmeoutside"

Iwalkedout.Isatdownandtookoutthefood.My

phonerang.

IalwayssayalittleprayerwhenIsee035...

Iclearedmythroatandanswered. 

Me:"Hello" 

Caller:"Goodafternoon.CanIspeaktoMiss

Vilakazi?" 

Me:"Speaking"shesighedinrelief. 

Caller:"ThankGod.I'vebeentryingtogetholdofyou.

You'respeakingtoKylieKhoza.Iamdesperatelyin

needofyou.Yourworkwasrecommendedbya

friendwhomyoudesignedanurseryfor.Howquick

canyougettoDurban?"



Me:"Uhm...rightnowambusywithaneightroomed

house.IwillbesuredonebynextweekFriday" 

Kylie:"Aslongasyouwillbeabletoworkyourmagic

onthisonetoo.Pleaseemailmeyourbanking

detailsandwe'lldiscussthedepositamountthere.

I'llsendmyemailjustnow"bankingdetails?Getting

paidalready?

Me:"OkIwilldo" 

Kylie:"Bye" 

Me:"Bye"

IhungupandhuggedSizwe. 

Sizwe:"Notouchingremember"

Me:"Aisuka"Imovedoff."Ijustacall.Seemslike

yourgirlisgoingplaces.Mysecondjobisin

Durban." 

Sizwe:"What!"

Me:"Yes"hehuggedme.Ifeltmyeyesburningup. 

Sizwe:"Amsoproudofyou"

Me:"Letmetextmysister" 



Sizwe:"Letmeorderchampagne"

IchuckledandtextedAyanda.

WhenGodshowsup...heshowsoff
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ThursdayandFridayweretheworstdaysofmylife.

SizwesuggestedwecampatCeliwe'ssowecan

finishupquicklyandsowedid.Iamreallygonna

needsomeonewho'llhelpme.

Theonlythinglefttodoisinstalltilesandfurnitire.I

hiredsomeguystotilethefloor.OnMonday

everythingshallbegoodandgetCeliwe'sreview.If

shesayswe'regoodtogothenwe'llbeinstalling

furniture.SisAkhonalengthenedherworkshop.

Todayisleisureday.Iamfirstmeetingupwith

Ayandaandthenlaterontheboyfriend.



...

Sheplacedthetrayonthetableandslidonachair. 

Ayanda:"Thosepeopleareslow" 

Me:"Itsthe25thsisi" 

Ayanda:"Weshould'vejustwenttoChickenLicken" 

Me:"Canweeatnow?"Shechuckledandnodded.I

broughtmystreetwise2boxclosetome.Nothing

couldbeatthesmellofKFC. 

Ayanda:"DoyouneednewclothesforDurban?" 

Me:"No.There'salotofclothesI'veonlywornonce

somenotatall" 

Ayanda:"That'sgood.Youdidinthathouse" 

Me:"Thankyoumtase." 

Ayanda:"Didyoutellyourmother?" 

Me:"She'snottakingmycallsbutItextedher" 

Ayanda:"I'veranoutofprayingspiritsforthat

woman" 

Me:"She'snotsomeonetoputatheart.Youjustgo



withtheflow" 

Ayanda:"Ican't.Letmecallher" 

Me:"Youguystalknow?" 

Ayanda:"Ican'tstaymadather"

Sheputitonloudspeaker. 

Mama:"Madam" 

Ayanda:"Howareyou?" 

Mama:"Breathing.Wherearethekids?" 

Ayanda:"Theyareathome.AmwithYoli" 

Mama:"Whatiswrongwithherphone?Magogo

passedawayonThursday" 

Me:"Ohmy.IsNkosazanaokay?" 

Mama:"Hermotherdied" 

Me:"Ofcourse.Pleasepassmycondolences" 

Ayanda:"Ifeelforher....ohyoushouldseewhatshe

didonthathouse" 

Mama:"SendmepicturesonThembi'sphone.When

areyouleavingforDurban?" 



Me:"NextweekFriday" 

Mama:"Youshouldcomehomebeforethat" 

Me:"Okay"

Iexcusedmyselfandwenttothebathroom.I

checkedformyWhatsAppmessages.

Zamo:"Almostthere"Ifeltmyboobsdoamadiba

dance.Irinsedmyhandsandwalkedback. 

Ayanda:"Thatwentsmooth" 

Me:"Itoldyou.She'ssomethingelse.Ammeeting

Zamolater" 

Ayanda:"Where?" 

Me:"Here.He'llbestayingatHolidayinn" 

Ayanda:"Wowthat's...amazingIguess.Justdon't

getpregnant"

Me:"Comeon.Istillhave8yearsaheadformeto

getpregnant"

Ayanda:"Good"

Ilaughed.Wefinishedeatingthenaccompaniedher



todogroceries.She'ssuchatypicalwoman,she

literallyboughtawholestore.Wefinallypaidandleft

tothevansthattransportushome.Zamohad

alreadyarrived,IjustwantedtoleaveAyandathere

withherplasticsandruntomybabe.

Luckilytherewere2peopleshort.Shegoton. 

Ayanda:"RememberwhatIsaid"shegavemea

R100note. 

Me:"Thankyou.Iloveyou"

Ayanda:"Iloveyoumore"

Iwalkedoffbeforethenoseyneighborsstartasking

mewhereamIstayingnow.ItextedZamo.HesaidI

willfindhimoutside.

Ipowderedmyfaceandwalkedtothehotel.Whata

smalltownwehave.TheHolidayInnisjustright

hereintown,thechancesofbumpingintorelatives

holdinghandswithboyfriendareveryhigh.

Itextedhimagain.Istoodtherelikealostchicken.

Therearestaresthathumanbeingsalwaysgivefat

people.Thatweirdlook,itsnotmeannornicebutits



uncomfortable.

Ifeltpokesoneithersidesofmywaist.Ijumped.His

scentstillmakesmyhairstand.

Hehuggedmefordearlife.Igotsoemotional. 

Zamo:"You'llcryinsidelet'sgo"Ichuckled.He

perkedmylipsandtookmyhand.HehadaPnP

plasticonhisfreehand.Hekeptglancingatmeand

smile.GodknowshowmuchImissedhim.

Wedidnotcheckin,orhealreadydid?

Isatdownonthebed.Heputthenecessarythings

onthefridge. 

Zamo:"Youcanchangethechannel.Iwantedto

checktheweather" 

Me:"Itscool"

Hecameandtookmybag. 

Zamo:"Let'sputherwheretherestofherfriends

are"hecamebacktostandbeforemewithhis

handstuckedonhispockets.Iwasfacinghispenis.

Icouldseeit.Whendidhebecomethistall. 



Zamo:"HellomyQueen" 

Me:"Hey"Ineverwannaseemyselfblushing. 

Zamo:"Ican'tbelieveamhere" 

Me:"Meneither"

Hecrouched.Hismintbreath.Hetiltedmyhead.

Heslowlypushedmedown.Helikeslayingontopof

me.MaybeI'llfindcouragetotellhimhe'sheavythis

weekend.

He'swhoIcouldspreadmylegsapartforwithout

beingworriedhewillstickhispenisintomy

nunuberry.Ormaybenowhe'schanged.Imeanhe

can'tcomeallthiswayjustforkissing.

Ifeltatinglesensationdownthere.Itshishand.I

knewit!

Butthisisnormalright?Imeanwe'vedoneitonce

anditsnice.Hepulledoffandstaredatme.Istill

hadmyeyesclosed.Hechuckled. 

Zamo:"You'resuchababy."Hegotoff."Whatarewe

eatingfirst?PizzaorthefoodthatIspentyesterday

cooking?"Isatupstraight. 



Me:"IjusthadKFCwithmysister.I'dlikesomething

todrinkthough"

Zamo:"Ok.There'swaterandKrush" 

Me:"Waterwilldo.How'swork?"

Zamo:"Workistimeconsuming.Almostlostyou

becauseofit.Itsucks" 

Me:"Let'shopeyounotthinkingofquitting" 

Zamo:"IdidandfoundanewoneonThursday.Less

workinghours,stillthesamepaycheque"Ilaughed.

"Nextyearwemightbemarriedorexpectinga

bundleofjoy"Igulped.There'snowhereinmylife

thatIforeseemarriageorachildforthatmatter.He

handedmeabottledwater. 

Me:"Thankyoudaddykabundleofjoy" 

Zamo:"Yohimaginebeingpregnant.Thehormones" 

Me:"I'dneverletthosecontrolme" 

Hetookoffhist-shirtandliedonhisstomachand

thatonlymeanonething:scratchhisback.Ihate

beingwslave.



Zamo:"Ican'twaittoseethat"hemoaned."You

shouldopenaspaspeciallyforme"Ichuckled. 

Me:"Iwill.Sotosharethegoodnews,Igotaproject

inDurban.Iwilldothenurseryfirstthenthe

outcomewithdetermineifIcontinueworkingonthe

wholehouseornot"

Zamo:"YouandIknowverywellthatalreadyscored

it" 

Me:"Idoubt.Thatwomansoundedvery

professional"

Zamo:"You'reprofessional.Tomorrowweshouldgo

seetheoneyou'vebeenworkingon"

Ohshit."Whydidyoustop?"

Me:"Promisemeyouwon'tgetmad" 

Heturnedtolieonhisback. 

Zamo:"Amnotpromisinganythingbuttalk"Itooka

deepbreathanddrankmywater. 

Me:"SoIwenttheretobeananny"henodded."Then

itturnedoutthewomanIamworkingforisSizwe's

twinsister"



Zamo:"Thecop?"Inodded."He'slikeeverywhere

youare"wellIdidnotexpectthis."ItrustyouYoli.I

amgrownnow,Iknowthatnooneiseverforcedto

doanythingtheydon'twant.Sowhatevermight

happenbetweenyoutwoIwillknowyouwanteditto

happen"He'sreallygrown. 

Me:"Ithoughtyouweregonnakickmeout"he

chuckled.

Zamo:"Notachance.Comehere"

Ilaidmyheadonhischest.

Me:"Whathaveyoubeenuptothere?" 

Zamo:"WheredoIbegin?"

...

Shallanyoneaskyouifaretherestillboyfriendswho

arewillingtoabstainpleasetellthemyes.

Thabi'scallwokeme.Hewasstilldeepinhissleep.I

carefullyslidoffthebedandtiptoedtothe

bathroom. 

Me:"Whysoearlyinthemorning?" 



Thabi:"Wellgoodmorningtoofriend.Whydidyou

ignoremytextslastnight?" 

Me:"Myphonewasinmybag.Wasitamatteroflife

anddeath?" 

Thabi:"Yes.Butit'ssortednow" 

Me:"That'sgood"thedooropened. 

Zamo:"Youterrifiedme.Ithoughtyouescaped"I

laughed."I'llorderbreakfast"

Me:"Oklove.Amcoming"henoddedandclosedthe

door.

Thabi:"Who'sthat?" 

Me:"Zamo" 

Thabi:"You'reJo'burg?" 

Me:"No.He'shere" 

Thabi:"Ohmythat'ssweet.Whydidn'tyoutellme?" 

Me:"Checkyouremailsmoghel.Bye"shechuckled. 

Thabi:"Bye"

Ijusttookashower.Hegotin. 



Zamo:"Thefoodishere." 

Me:"Amalmostdone" 

Zamo:"Youshaved"Ilaughed. 

Me:"YesIdid"hechuckledandclosedthedoor.

Whatkindofguyisthis?He'sdefinitelyplaying

gameswithme.

Iwrappedatowelandwalkedout.Ijoinedhim.We

ateoveralightconversationaboutThabiandher

bae.

Myphonebeeped.

...PaymentfromQ.SDubehasbeendepositedinto

youraccount...

Whoa!Whothehellisthat.Itrang,itwasthe

numbersthatKylieladycalledmewith.Ianswered. 

Me:"Hello" 

Kylie:"Babes.Ijustdepositedmoneyintoyour

account.Didyougetit?"What?

Me:"YeahIdid.Thankyou"Thoseinitialssoundlike

aman's. 



Kylie:"Good.WhenyougettoDurbanpleasecontact

meIwillcomegetyou" 

Me:"Iwill." 

Kylie:"Okaybyelove"

She'ssohyper.Shehungup. 

Me:"ThatwastheladyIamgoingtoworkfor.She

depositedmesomemoney" 

Zamo:"That'sgoodbabe.Amhappyforyou" 

Me:"Thankyou." 

Zamo:"HaveyoueverbeentoDurban?" 

Me:"No.ButI'llcrossthatbridgewhenIgettoit.

SheofferedtofetchmewhenIgetthere" 

Zamo:"That'snice."

Hegotupandkissedmycheek.

Mycellphonenotified.

"Breakfastwiththebabe" 

Me:"Youshould'veaskedforapose" 

Zamo:"You'rebeautiful" 



Me:"Nexttimepleaseakss"welaughed.

Hecamebackwithjuice.Hepulledhischaircloser

tomine.

Zamo:"Thethoughtoflosingyouscaresme.Itried

toleaveonthepastweeks,Ifeltlikeitwasn'tgoing

toworkbutmyloveforyouwouldn'tletme.Itruly

loveyouYolandaandallIseewhenIlookatyouis

myfuture.ExactlytheoneIdreamtof."Hesaidall

thatdiggingonhiseggs.Hethengulpeddownhis

juicelikehedidnotjustgivemethespeechthatleft

tsunamibetweenmylegs.He'stemptingme.God

don'tletmegettempted.

Whateverdemonthattookoverme.Ifoundmyself

suckingonhislipslikemylifedependsonthem.He

squeezedmein.Ilostmywillpower...
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Ifinisheddressingup.Hehuggedmefrombehind

andkissedmyneck. 

Me:"Youawake." 



Zamo:"Yeah.Whydidn'tyouwakeme?" 

Me:"Youweresleeping.Arewestillgoingtoseethe

house?" 

Zamo:"You'redressedupsoIguessweare" 

Me:"Gowashyourface"

Hechuckledandwalkedofftothebathroom.Asa

thegyelyoumustalwayshaveaplan.Igotdownon

mykneesanddidwhatmamatrainedmewitha

lollipopfor.Idon'tknowwhatI'dbewithoutinternet.

Afterheshothisloadhefellasleep.Isthiswhatthey

do?Sleepliketheywereparticipatinginworldwar?

Icheckedthetime.Westillhadtime,plentyofit.

Hecameout.Ihelpedhimchooseanoutfitthenwe

left. 

Me:"Whattimeareyoudrivingback?"

Zamo:"6pm"

Inodded.Myhappinessisalwaysshortlived.

...

Heparkedoutside.Sizwe'scarwasparkedonit's



usualspot.

Nottoblowmyownhornbutitlookedbeautiful.

Nothingcomparedtowhatitwasjustaweekago.

Whenyou'retrulydestinedforsomethingyoualways

makethebestoutofit.

Hetookmyhandandwewentin.Thetilingguys

wereeatingunderthetree.Icouldn'tseethemfrom

thegate,thecarblockedthem. 

Me:"Heyguys" 

Them:"Suresester" 

Me:"Icametocheckuponyou.How'sitgoing?" 

Sbo:"Verywell.Onlythemasterbedroomandthe

bathroomleft" 

Me:"Musictomyears.Wherearemymanners.This

isbabe,Zamokuhle.Zamothesearemycolleagues"

Theyexchangedgreetings. 

Sbo:"Enterfromthebackdoor.Itsstillwetthis

side" 

Me:"Okay"



Wewalkedaroundtothebackdoor.

Zamo:"Ijustcan'thelptothinkhowbeautifulour

homewillbe"Ichuckled. 

Me:"Areyoudonewithlife?" 

Zamo:"Whenyourealizethegoldyouhaveyou're

mostlikelytoleavethestones" 

Me:"Whateverthatmeans" 

Zamo:"Itmeansexactlythat.Wowtheyarevery

good"Theywerebornforthis.Itlookedsobeautiful.

Theyeveninstalledthewallcupboards. 

Me:"They'regoingplaceswithme" 

Zamo:"Youshouldconsideropeningabusiness" 

Me:"In6years" 

Zamo:"We'reinthe21stcenturybabe.Investorsare

thereforareason" 

Me:"Youhaveapoint.ButwherewouldIbegin?" 

Zamo:"Fromthebeginning"helookedaround."This

isamazing.Youshouldadvertiseyourworkon

socialmedia" 



Me:"Iwill.Ijustneedtofinishupfirst"

IturnedwhenIheardfootsteps.

Sizwe:"Hello.Ididn'tknowyouweregonnapopby"

Me:"Zamowantedtoseemywork"

Sizwe:"Okay.Icametototakethetub

measurements."Hevanishedtothepassage.

Zamo:"Itsalmost3.Let'sgohavelunchandthenI'll

bringyouback"

Me:"Youdon'thaveto.I'llcatchataxi"

Zamo:"Iinsist."

Weleft...

...

Wehadourlunch.Iwasn'tenjoyingitatall.Thefact

thathewasleavinghurtme.

Youknowhowtimeisalwaysanenemy.Inablinkit

wasalreadycloseto6pm.Iaccompaniedhimtohis

car.

Zamo:"Don'tbesadbaby.Iwilltrytocometo



Durbannextweekend"

Me:"Youpromise?"Hebroughtmecloseandkissed

me. 

Zamo:"Ipromise.Getin.I'lldropyouoffatthe

garage"Ichuckledandgotin.Hedidtoo.

Me:"WhenmybagisrightI'llmovetoJo'burg"

Zamo:"Ican'twait.Itransferredsomemoneyinto

youraccount.Itsnotmuchthough"

Me:"Thankyoubaby.Youdidn'thaveto"

Zamo:"Iwantedto."

Wereachedthegarage.HetookoutaR200note. 

Me:"Yousaidyoutransferredmoney"

Zamo:"Thisoneisfortransport" 

Me:"Don'tspoilmetoomuchImightgetusedtoit"

helaughed. 

Zamo:"I'dbegladlove."

Me:"Safejourney.Iloveyou"webrieflykissed. 

Zamo:"Iloveyoumore"



Igotoutofthecar.Hehorned.Iwavedtillhetooka

turn.IwalkeddowntoChickenLicken.Ineeded

wingstonumbthepain.

Ipaidandwaitedformyorder.

4verybeautifulwomanmadetheirwayin.People

mustforgivemebutIalsostareatbeautifulpeople

withoutashame.Ihadnoideamyhometownhas

suchhotties.

OneofthemnoticedIwasstaring.Shepokedthe

nextone.

Ilookedaway.Icouldfeeltheireyesheavyonme.

Mynumbergotcalledout.Iflewtothecounter.

IbumpedintosomeoneasIturned.Ipanickeda

littlewhenIsawherface.Shesmiled. 

Her:"Canwetalk?"Why?

Me:"Uhmaminabitofarushbutyeah" 

Her:"Great."

Sheledthewayoutside.The3ofherfriendswere

waitinginside. 



Lightone:"OhmyGodit'sreallyyou.AmSelu,thisis

PamandNelwa" 

Me:"Nicetoknowyou" 

"AndIamLethu"saidtheoneIcamewith. 

Selu:"Amsureyou'rewonderingwhatisupwithus.

WewenttoUJtoo.Iamthegirlwhocreated

the #me2 afterthatscandal" 

Me:"OhmyGodwhatasmallworld" 

Lethu:"You'realsofromhere?" 

Me:"YeahIam.Andyouguys?" 

Nelwa:"AmfromDurban.Icametovisitthese

babes"

Pam:"Doyoudrink?"Theyalllookedather.I

chuckled. 

Me:"NoIdon't" 

Lethu:"Canwedolunchsometimes?Ifyoudon't

mind" 

Me:"Yeahwecan."



Pam:"Leaveyournumbersthenbabes"

Icalledthemout.

Selu:"You'remyherojustknowthat.Letusnothold

youup"Ismiled. 

Me:"Keepwell" 

Them:"Bye" 

They'resuchabunchofbeautifulpeople.

IwalkedtoSpartogetafewthings.

Ithenwenttothetaxirank.

...

Akhona:"WhatarecellphonesforYolanda"shesaid

asImademywayin. 

Me:"HellotoyoutoosisAkhona.Doyouhave

visitors?"

Akhona:"Yes.Yourmother.Wherewereyou

anyway?" 

Me:"Towntobuythese"

Icouldn'tconcentrateclearly.Thearomafromthe



potswasmessingwithmymind.Iputmybagand

plasticonthecounterandfollowedsisAkhonato

thelounge.Issheevensupposedtobehere?

Ifrownedalittle.Shelookedpissedsodidtheman

nexttoher.Hill

Isatdownandgreetedthem.Hisstarewastoo

much.

Me:"Iseverythingokay?" 

Mama:"Thismancamelookingforyou"What?

Me:"DoIknowyoufromsomewhereSir?" 

Him:"TellherwhoamI"

Mama:"Whydon'tyoutellher?Hhaidon'ttestme

devil" 

Him:"You'restillchildishlikethelastdayIsawyou." 

Mama:"Andyou'restillstupid.Yolithisisyour

spermdonor.SamsonNzuza.Hecametomyhome

andpointedagunatmesayingshesawyourpost

onfacebookaboutnotknowingwhoyourfatheris.

You'resuchabetrayerlikeheis.Youalwayssaidto

not-"



Everypartofmestoppedfunctioning
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"HadIfoundyouonthesamepositionweleftyou

yesterdayIwouldhavepanicked"

Icoveredmyfacewithaspread.Thelightwastoo

sharpformyeyes.Andwhatisshetalkingabout.

Shecametostandnexttothebed. 

Akhona:"Howareyoufeeling?" 

Me:"Ifeelfine."Ifeltabitdrowsytobehonest.It

mustbetheterribledreamthatIhadlastnight.

Akhona:"Come.Breakfastisready"AmIstilleven

herchild'snannyorI'veescalatedtoherlittlesister? 

Me:"Letmegobrushmyteethandwashmyface" 

Akhona:"Okay"



Shewalkedout.Iclosedmyeyesforawhileand

thenclimbedoutofbed.Itookmytoothpasteand

brush.

IheardlaughterasIcameupthepassage.Visitors

soearlyinthemorning.

IfrozewhenIsawthem.Itwasn'tadream!

Ifinallyfoundthestrengthtorunback. 

Akhona:"Yoli!"Leavemealone!

Shefoundmesittingdownonthepassage. 

Akhona:"Come.Theyneedtotalktoyou" 

Me:"Idon't" 

Akhona:"Stopactingchildish.Yourfatherhasto

returnhomethisevening"who'ssheagain?Whatif

thismanisheretokillme?"Justcome"

Shetookmyhandandpulledmeup.Islowly

followedbehindher. 

Me:"Goodmorning" 

Them:"Hello"whyishelookingatmelikethat?Isat

onasinglecouchandtooktheplatethatIassumed



isminecauseithadperiperiIboughtyesterday. 

Mama:"Youlooksick"ofcourseIam.Bothofyou

makemesick. 

Me:"Amfine" 

Akhona:"Juiceanyone?Amleavingforworknow.

Yolibehave"Yesmother.

Ismiledandnodded.Sheleftwithherplate.There

wasabsolutelynoneedtowakemeupat6.Did

thesepeopleevensleepatall?

Akhonasaidhergoodbye. 

Man:"She'sverywarmhearted" 

Mymotherjustfocusedonherfood."Howareyou

Yoli?" 

Me:"Amgoodthankyou" 

Mama:"Canyounowgivememoneytoreturnback

home?" 

Man:"Notuntilyouexplaineverythingtoourchild"

Mama:"Idon'thaveanythingtoexplain.She'shere

you'rehere.You'rebotheldersamprettysureyou



bothknowhowtocommunicate" 

Man:"Whydidyouhideherawayfromme?" 

Mama:"Ididn't.Youjustdidn'tknowshewasthere." 

Man:"YouleftwithoutawordNtombenhle" 

Mama:"Ineededtothink" 

Man:"You'reunbelievable." 

Mama:"Yoli,isthereashopthatsellsbeeraround

here?"Seriously? 

Man:"Youdrinknow?" 

Mama:"Phumakimndodandini"(Leavemealone) 

Me:"There'satavernbutIdoubttheyareopen"

Themanshookhishead. 

Me:"Amgoingtogogetreadyforwork." 

Man:"CanItakeyou?" 

Me:"NoSirI'llbefine"mymotherlaughed. 

Mama:"Sir.Shedoesn'tknowyouandyoucansee

shedoesn'tneedyou." 



Man:"Iwilltakeyoubackhomeandcometohavea

wordwithYoli" 

Mama:"There'snoneed.Justgivemethetaxifare

andstayherebeggingyourstubborndaughter"

Icollectedtheplatesandtookthemtothekitchen

leavingthemscratcheachother'sface.Theyaretoo

childishforbeingparents.

MymotherissuchaVuvuzela.She'sso

unapologetic.Iwonderifshe'salwaysbeenlikethis

oritsthealcohol.

Igottomyroomandsearchedformyphone.There

weremissedcallsfromZamo.I'llcallhimlater.

ItextedAyandaabouttheterrifyingnews.

ItrangassoonasIputitdown. 

Me:"Heysis" 

Ayanda:"WhatdidIjustread?"

Me:"That."Iwannacry.

Ayanda:"ShouldIcome?" 

Me:"Nothere'snoneed.Amleavinganyway." 



Ayanda:"Wherearetheyrightnow?" 

Me:"Lounge.That'siftheyhaven'tkilledeach

other." 

Ayanda:"OkletmefinishuphereI'llcallyou" 

Me:"Ok."

IhungupandtextedZamoexplainingwhyIcouldn't

takehiscallsthentookmycosmeticbagtothe

bathroom.

Ifinishedup.Sizwewascrowdingmyphonemaking

melosemymindevenmore. 

Me:"Amrunninglatebutamcomingnow" 

Sizwe:"Amsigningthis.Thepowerguyshavebeen

waitingforyouhere" 

Me:"Pleasedo."

Ihungupandpickedmybagupandexitedtheroom.

Itwasquietnow.HowIlovepeace.

Ilockedthebackdoor.Ifoundthemanstillinthe

diningroom.HestoodupasIentered. 



Me:"Where'smom?" 

Man:"Sheleft"isthiswomanmentallyokay?How

doesoneleaveherdaughterwithastranger? 

Whatifthismancametoharvestmyvitalorgans?

Me:"Amleaving.Idon'tknowifyougonnastayhere

or" 

Man:"You'renotacknowledgingmypresencehere" 

Me:"Maybethat'sbecauseIdon'tknowyouMr

Nzuza" 

Man:"AmyourfatherYolanda" 

Me:"TheonethatIjustmetyesterday" 

Man:"Idon'tknowwhatideasyourmotherplantedin

yourheadaboutmebutknowifIknewyouwere

there,Iwould'vebeenpresentinyourlife.There's

nothinginthisworldIhavelongedformorethan

havingchildren.WhenIreceivedthattextbeing

informedbyyou...IliedaboutseeingitonFacebook.

Ireceivedatext.Ifyoucouldjustgivemeachance

tomakeupforthelosttime.IpromiseIwillbethe

bestfather"



Helookedsincereandbrokenatthesametime.I

resentedhim.Notbecausehewasabsentbutof

howmymothermademepayforhissins. 

Me:"Ijustneedtime.Ineedtimetodigestallthis."I

wasgettingemotionalIhatedit. 

Man:"Takeallthetimeyouneed."Hetookoutwhat

seemslikeabusinesscard."Iwillmakeareturnon

Friday." 

Me:"Uhm...amgoingtoDurbanonThursday" 

Man:"Evenbetter.Ihavebusinessmeetingsthere

nextweek.Whattimeisyourlunch?"Ithoughthe

toldmetotakeallthetimeIneed. 

Me:"IdoubtI'llhaveonetoday.Ihavealottodo" 

Man:"Whatdoyoudo?" 

Me:"InteriorDesigning." 

Hesmiled.IhatehowIkeepseeingmyselfinhim. 

Man:"Welldone.Letmenotholdyouup"

Hetookhiscarkeys.

Ilocked.Maybeheshouldgivemealift.Thiscaris



todiefor. 

Me:"Whatkindofcaristhis?"Heturnedandsmiled. 

Man:"Porsche.Doyoulikeit?" 

Me:"Yes.It'sbeautiful" 

Man:"Canyoudrive?" 

Me:"NobutIgetmydrivinglicensesoon"okayam

oversharingnow. 

Man:"Theseatsareverycomfortable."

Me:"Canyoupleasedrivemetowork?"

Man:"Withpleasure"heopenedthedoorforme.I

prayedhedoesn'tstealme.

Ourdrivewasshortandsilent.

HestoppedatCeliwe'sgate. 

Me:"Thankyou"

Man:"CanIcomeinsidewithyou?"

Amnotsureaboutthat.ButIagreedanyway.

Sizwehadconfusionwrittenalloverherface. 



Man:"WowthisisgoodMshazi....ImeanYoli."

Me:"Thankyou"hegavemehisphone.IPhone.He

mustreallyhavemoney.

Man:"Pleasetakepicturesforme"

Me:"Ofthehouse?"Henodded.Hefollowedmeinto

everyroom.Hefinallygotoveritandwalkedout. 

Man:"Nottoimpressyoutowelcomemewithopen

armsbutI'dliketogiveyousomethingsmalltobuy

yourselfsomethingnice" 

Me:"Icouldneversaynotomoney"helaughed. 

Man:"WriteyournumbersI'llhavemyPAsenditto

you"hehasaPA?Whoisthisman? 

Me:"Thankyou.Safejourney"whyamInotmadat

himanymore.Doesitreallywork?Thebondthing?I

meanIwantedtoshoutathimandhithimwith

plateslikethekidsdoinmoviesbutnow,IwishI

couldtellhimallaboutmychildhood.Lethimhug

me.

Me:"Okaysafejourney"hechuckled. 

Man:"You'vealreadysaidit"didI?



Me:"Ohmybad"

Hegotinthecarandwavedgoodbye.Hedroveoff.

Iwalkedbacktothehouse. 

Sizwe:"Tellmehewantsyoutoworkforhim" 

Me:"Who?" 

Sizwe:"Nzuza" 

Me:"Youknowhim?" 

Sizwe:"Whodoesn't?He'sthebigdoginthe

corperateworld"ishe?

Me:"Wow.Icouldtellwithhiscar" 

Sizwe:"Howdoyouknowhim?" 

Me:"ApparentlyHe'smydad"helaughed.Mxm.

"Canwepleasefixthishouse?"Iwannarest

tomorrow.

Sizwe:"Areyouserioushe'syourfather?"Hesaid

followingmeoutsidewherethefurniturewas.

CeliwewillhavetoreviewitfullyfurnishedcauseI

can'twaitforWednesday. 



Me:"YesSizwe" 

Sizwe:"Howcomeyoudidn'tknowwhathedoes?" 

Me:"BecauseIdidn'tknowheexisted.Where'sSbo

andhiscrewthough" 

Sizwe:"Let'sfinishthisandtellmeallaboutyour

father"Isheforreal?

...

IlovemyjobbutIdon'tlikehowtiringitis.IfCeliwe

saysshe'snotimpressedbyallthisthenshehas

anotherthingcoming.

Sbo:"Wecanseeyourlacepurplepanty" 

Me:"Leavemealone"

Hecoveredmewithwhatever. 

Sbo:"Itlookslikeawhiteperson'shousenow" 

Me:"Allthankstoyouguys" 

Sbo:"Anytimesisi"Ichuckled.

Me:"DoyouknowhowoldamI?" 

Sbo:"26?" 



Me:"What?"Isatupright.Ilaughed."Am22" 

Sbo:"You'relying" 

Me:"Am22forreal.WhatistakingSizwethislong?"

Icheckedmyphone.Ithadbeen2hoursalready.

Theother3guyscameout.Theywerewashingoff

thepaintontilesinthebathroom.

Idon'treallyknowtheirnamesandameven

ashamedtoask.IsawSizwe'scardrivein.

Sizwe:"Itsmonthend.Beforeanyofyoubitemy

headoff" 

Me:"We'rejustgladyou'rehere." 

Sbo:"Ican'trememberthelasttimeIhadKFC"his

friendsseconded. 

Me:"Thenstuffyourselvesup" 

Friend:"Howmuchisthisbucket?" 

Sizwe:"R200." 

Sbo:"iwanttobuyitformysiblingswhenIgetpaid"

Iheardhe'stheeldestof4.Theirparentspassedon

whentheywereveryyoung.Hehadtostepupand



beaparenttohissiblings. 

Me:"Itsonme.I'llbuyyouguysthebucketsasa

thankyouforworkingwithme"theywhistledand

thankedme.Itssoniceeatinginagroup.Myphone

notified.

Icheckedtheemail.ItwasfromKylie.Iwashoping

itistheboyfriend.Shementionedthatshecalledthe

previousdaybutIdidn'tanswer.

IsmiledasIfinishedreading. 

Me:"Andnowit'llalsobearequesttocomewithme

toDurbanonThursday.Amnolongerdoingonlya

nurserybutawholehouse"

Youshould'veseenthemrejoice. 

Sizwe:"Amalsogoing" 

Me:"You'regoingtoworkonMonday" 

Sizwe:"Yes.NotonThursday" 

Sbo:"IneedtowashmyAllstar"

Theystartedtalkingaboutthebeachandnaked

women.Idonotwishtobethisgender.



Myphonebeepedagain. 

Iviewedthemessage.

"TomorrowIwillyoubringyouyourclothesthatyou

willtaketoDurbanJudas.Fewhoursknowinghim

you'vealreadyforgottenaboutme.Didhegiveyou

money?IfhedidpleaseborrowmeR15"

Yepfrommyoneandonlymother.ThatR15isfora

Hansabottle.AmJudasnow?

Pitywecan'tchooseparents...

[2/26,07:05]Zozaness:18

-

Thankheavensshechosemyfavouritebag.She

practicallyknowseveryonearoundhere.OnethingI

knowisthatsoonasweturnourbacksleavingthat

companyshe'slaughingwith,she'llstartlabelling

theirflaws.That'sjusthowthismotherofmineis.

ShedeniedtobringmyclothestoAsection,reason

beingIcouldsetherupwithLucifer'sson:MrNzuza

insimplerwords.

Speakingofthatone.HedepositedaR1000intomy



account.Itextedhim.He'sbeencallingmenonstop.

He'stoothrilledIfeelawkward.

Mama:"Iwasabouttoreturnbackhome"shesays

beforeIcouldgreet. 

Me:"Hellomotherandamsorryforbeinglate.Ihad

tomeetwithCeliwe.Greetingselders"theygreeted

back.

Mama:"Remindmewho'sthatagain?" 

Me:"TheownerofthehouseIwasworkingon" 

Mama:"Theonewithawobblyass?" 

Me:"I'venevernoticed.SoIdon'tknow.Shelovedit.

Myworkisdone" 

Mama:"Hasshepaidyou?" 

Me:"Let'sdiscussthatoveramealatNandos" 

Mama:"Let'sgo.Almosthadyouspilloutgood

newsinfrontofthesewitches"shesayswithouta

singlecare.

Ijustpickedthebagupandbidtheladiesgoodbye.

Shefollowed,MumblingsomethingIcouldn'tmake



out.Sheprobablyhad2bottlesofHansainthe

morning.

WemadeittoNandoswithmewalkingahead.I

ordered. 

Mama:"Iwantthehotone" 

Me:"Iorderedthehotone" 

Mama:"Withcoke?" 

Me:"YesandGreeksalad" 

Mama:"Mmmh.Howlongarewegonnastand

here?" 

Me:"Untiltheoccupiedtablesgetfree" 

Mama:"Thatoneissittingalone.Whydoesn'thejust

jointhat3?" 

Me:"Maybehewantstositalo-"Shewasalready

halfwaytothepoorguy.Noloudness.Better.Isaw

himgetupandsitwiththe3guys.

ShecamebacktomefeelinglikeabossIguess. 

Mama:"Itsnotsohardisn't?" 



Me:"Foryou.Iwouldn'thave" 

Mama:"You'reliketheothersideofyourfamily"we

mentionthatnow. 

Me:"Amglad"

Shechuckled.She'sonagoodspirittoday.

Shecarriedthebag.Ihadthisnumberonmyhand.

Ourfoodarrivedtheminutewesatdown.Ithanked

thelady. 

Mama:"Iwilleatthewingandkeeptherestfor

later" 

Me:"Eat.We'llbuyyouanotheronewhenweleave" 

Mama:"Ican'tbelieveyou'rethisgrown" 

Me:"Youbetterbelieveit"shesmiled.She'ssucha

cleanandbeautifuldrunkard.Wedevouredin.

Gossipingaboutherfriends.Shecallsthemwitches.

She'sabadfriend.

Me:"SoyourboyfriendgavemeR1000"shedoesn't

looksurprisedatall. 

Mama:"Youknowthere'snopressuretolethiminto



yourliferight?"Ilovethisspiritshe'sswimmingin

today. 

Me:"Iknow.Istillneedtoknowwhathappened"her

facechangedintomanyemotions. 

Mama:"Iamnotreadytotalkaboutthat" 

Me:"Willyoueverbe?Itsbeen22yearsalready" 

Mama:"TrustmeIknowYolanda." 

Me:"Youhatemema.Ineedtoknowwhyyouhate

mesomuch,whatdidhedotoyou.Hedoesn't

soundlikesomeonewhoacknowledgedhurtingyou"

Ourconversationslastnight.Hesoundslikehe

lovedher.Hekeptbringingitup.Sayinghenever

understoodwhysheleftwithoutaword."Hesaysup

tothisdayhestillhopedtobumpintoyouorseeyou

ont.v."shehadstoppedeating.Iassumedwrong,

shedidnotdrinktoday.Thiswomannevershows

emotionsunlessshe'ssober.Wait...

Me:"Youdon'twanttofeel?Isthatwhyyoudrink?" 

Mama:"NowisnotthetimeYolanda" 

Me:"Ideservetoknow" 



Mama:"Thischickenistodiefor.Promisemeyou

willtakemehereeverytimewecometotown"amen.

Iflashaweaksmile. 

Me:"Iwill" 

Mama:"Whattimeareyouleavingtomorrow?" 

Me:"I'llleaveearly.Istillneedtobookahotelforus" 

Mama:"ok"

Icheckedthetime. 

Me:"Let'sgobuyyougroceries" 

Mama:"Istillhavefood" 

Me:"Wewillbuyyoumore" 

Mama:"Onlysoupsarerunningout.Nomkhosi

doesn'tbuythemanymorebythelookofthings" 

Me:"Mama!Weusedtodothattoo,wedidnotask

forsoupbutmaizesopleasebecivil" 

Mama:"ThethingsI'vegivenhersinceyouwentto

varsityamountthemaizesheusedtogiveus"I

laughed. 



Me:"Idon'tknowwhattodowithyouanymore.Let

megoordermorechickenforYou" 

Mama:"Ihavetohideit"

Mygrandmaisprobablyturningonhergrave.

...

After4hoursgoingfromshoptoshopfinallywe

finished.Sheliterallytriedtobankruptme.I

remindedherthatshesaidshestillhasfood,she

just"Hhaisuka"me.

TotickleherinnerGoddess.Iboughther2cratesof

Hansa.

IkeptignoringNzuza'scalls.Ididn'twanttoruin

Ntombenhle'smood.

Mama:"Thereisyouruglypastorandhis

questionablecreature." 

Me:"She'snotthatugly" 

Mama:"Idon'tknowwhat'syourideaofuglybutthe

Godtheyserveisn'tsoloyalifhethinksitsokayto

makesomeonelikethat"



Icouldn'tlaughnow.Theyweretooclose. 

Me:"Pleasebehave" 

Mama:"Ofcourse.Whomisbehavearoundthat

scarything?"

Me:"Baba"heflashesmeaveryweirdsmileand

extendshisarm.Weshakehands.Idowith

mamfundisitoo. 

Pastor:"Lookatyou.Wemissyouatchurch" 

Me:"IwillcomewhenIamfree" 

Mamfundisi:"Youworkingnow?" 

Me:"Yes.Itsallyourprayers" 

Pastor:"Amglad.Areyougoinghome?Wecangive

youalift" 

Me:"Noamnotbutmymotheris.Thankyou" 

Pastor:"Thenletsgo"

Shenudgedmewithanelbow.Iblatantlyignoredher.

Wegotpastor'scar.Weloadedthegroceries.

Mamfundisi:"Isthisalcoholforyou?" 



Mama:"Noambornagainnow"

Pastor:"Really?"

Mama:'Yes.I'lltellyoubothaboutitontheway"

Theygaveusspace. 

Me:"Soyougonnalieallthewayhome?" 

Mama:"Yes.Thankyouforallthis.Haveasafe

journeytomorrow" 

Me:"Thankyou.I'llcallyou"

Wellweshouldbehuggingbutthat'sforbiddenin

thisrelationship.Ican'treallyrecallbeingthatclose

toher.Iwalkedovertopastorandthankedhim.

Iwalkedoffastheyalsodroveaway.

...

Iheardalittlevoicescreaming.He'sback.Ithank

Godforthischild.Ifitwasn'tforhimI'dstillbethere

athomenotknowingwhattodowithmylife.Ithank

mymothertooforbeingapainintheass.

Akhona:"Lookwho'shere" 



Me:"Itsmellsnice" 

Akhona:"Ampreparingagoodbyefeast.Iwilleven

packsomeforyou" 

Me:"WhileIontheothersideboughtthispizzaand

wings" 

Akhona:"Wewilleatthatfirst.Itsstillearly" 

Me:"Daliisback?" 

Akhona:"Yesandplayingwithhisdog" 

Ichuckled. 

Me:"Ihaveonlyafewhourstobabysithim"she

laughed. 

Akhona:"Ifoundanewone.She'llarrivetomorrow

morning" 

Me:"Aww.Amsosadwenevergottoknoweach

other" 

Akhona:"Don'ttellmeyou'llnevercomebackhere" 

Me:"Iwillsisi.You'repracticallymysecondfamily"

shesmiled.



IputthegroceryIhadcamewithintowhere

everythingstays.Andtookoutplates.

Dalididnotevenacknowledgemypresencehere.He

poppedupaskingforjuiceandranoutwithhisdog.I

hatedogs.

Akhona:"Areyoutryingtogetmefat?" 

Me:"Maybe"welaughed.Shelooksbetterthanthe

firsttimewemetandIhaven'tseenheeconsume

alcohol.Ormaybeshenowdoesitsecretly.

Me:"Areyouexpectingsomeone?"Isaidasshe

peepedthroughtoseethecarthat'sdrivingin. 

Akhona:"Yes.Sizwe.Hesaidhe'llbringhisdaughter"

Me:"Hehasadaughter?"

Myphonebeeped. 

Akhona:"Yes.AbitolderthanDali"

Ohfinallydecidedtostopbeingawhiny.Hehas

babygirltendenciessometimes.Irespondedwith'I

loveyoutoo'

Theopenedopened.Acutelittlechubbycamein



runningtoAkhona.

Sizwegotinfollowedbyawoman. 

Akhona:"Nonka,haven'tseenyouinages"thatmust

behername.Shesmiled. 

Nonka:"Samehere.ThatiswhyIinsistedwestart

offherebeforegoinghome" 

Sizwe:"Iwasgonnacomeanyway"

Nonka:"Sthandwasamyoucameupwithallthe

lousyreasonstherehastobeintheworld" 

Sizwe:"Iwasgonnacomelater" 

Akhonawaslostinherlittleworldwiththecutie. 

Me:"Wouldyoulikesomepizza?" 

Nonka:"Amtryingtoloseallthisfatthanks.I'llhave

waterinstead"she'snoteventhatfat.Maybeasize

34.Sizwetookthewholeboxandstartedhelping

himselfout. 

Akhona:"Let'sgotothelounge" 

Me:"I'lljoiny'allshortly"



Ipickedmybagandvanishedtothepassage.

Itookoffthedamnbraandtights.Whycan'twejust

normalizehangingboobs.Brasaretorture.

Iheardasoftknock.Iquicklyputbackthedressand

wenttoopen.Whatnow? 

Sizwe:"Canwetalk?" 

Me:"Whyarewhispering?" 

Sizwe:"Amsorry.Sheinsistedoncominghere" 

Me:"Who?" 

Sizwe:"Lulu'smother" 

Me:"Areyouapologizing?" 

Sizwe:"Because-" 

Me:"Don'ttellmeit'swhatIthinkitis.ListenSizwe,

youcantakethemotherofyourchildanywherein

thisworld.Seriously,whathappenedbetweenus

meantnothing."

Sizwe:"Oh"

Me:"Yes.Nowifyoudon'tmind..."



Sizwe:"Amgladthere'snoproblem"

Me:"Stressfree"

Hewalkedoff.Men!

Myphonerang.I'vebeenignoringhimthewholeday.

ThetruthisIdon'tknowwhattosaytohim.

Me:"Hello" 

Nzuza:"Ialmostsentthesearchingsquad.Howarw

you?'

Me:"Amokay.howareyou?" 

Nzuza:"NowthatIamtalkingtoyou.Ifeelawhole

lotbetter" 

Me:"Thatisgood.AmsorryIcouldn'ttakeyourcalls

earlier.Iwaswithmymother" 

Nzuza:"Oh.Issheokay?"Allthesetimeshe'scalled

mehealwaysasksthat. 

Me:"She'sgood.Shewouldn'topenupaboutwhat

happened"Ihearaloudsighfromhisend.

Nzuza:"Youshouldgivehersometime" 



Me:"Idon'thavetime"thatcameoutasasnap.But

honestlyIdon'thaveit."Shehatesme.Notasingle

momentinmyupbringinghaveIeverfeltlovedby

thatwoman"

Nzuza:"Mydeepestapologies.IwishIlooked

furtherforher" 

Me:"Itsnotyourfault.you'reherenowandthat'sall

thatmatters." 

Nzuza:"Aren'tyouangry?" 

Me:"Iam.Butnotbecauseyouweren'tthere.Am

angryyouwerethereasonIsuffered.Amangryat

mymotherforlettingwhateverhappenedtoher

makeherhardonme."

Nzuza:"Whattimeareyougoingtomakeitto

Durban?"Ishechangingthetopic?Iwipedoffmy

tearsthathadescapedmyowleyes.

Me:"Around8am"

Nzuza:"Iwillseeyoutomorrowntombam."

Me:"Ok.There'sanincomingcall.Canyouhangup?"

Nzuza:"Yes.Don'tforgettosendmeagoodnight



text"

Me:"Iwill"

IguessItakeafterhim.Ilovebeingacknowledged. 

Me:"Mama" 

Mama:"StaythehellawayfromNzuzaYolanda" 

Me:"What'sgoingon?" 

Mama:"JustlistentowhatIsay!" 

Me:"Amdonepleasingyourselfishnessmama." 

Mama:"Youdon'tunderstandYoli." 

Me:"ThenmakemeunderstandMaVilakazi" 

Mama:"Thatman'swifegetsridofeverythingthat

threatenshermarriage.Shehadmercyonyouat

firsttrustmeshewon'tthistime" 

Me:"Whatdoyoumean?"

Thelinewentdead.Itriedcallingheritwentstraight

tovoicemail...

[2/26,07:05]Zozaness:BeautyLiesInTheEyesofA

Beholder
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-

ItsbeentwodayshereattheBananacity.AllIcan

sayisDankiempilo!

Richpeopleandtheircraziness.ThehouseIhaveto

decorateisliterallya5-dayprojectonlybecauseI

willspendthelast3onthenursery.We'redonewith

paintingthe3remainingrooms.Iwasn'tsurprised

whenKylietoldmeit'saman'shouse.Icouldtell

withthesimplicityhesuggested.

Sizwedecidedtostaybehind.Icouldn'tbehappier.

Sboandhiscrewaremyguysnow.Ican'tdealwith

theirweirdobsessionwithKFCthough.Itstoomuch.

Kylieofferedmeahotelroom,herboss'sshesays.I

couldn'tsharethisluxuriousroom.Ibookedtheguys

anotherone.Peoplearetrulylivingoutthere.

ImetwithNzuzadearestyesterdayforlunch,he's

reallytrying.

Icouldn'tbegtheexplanationoutofmymother.She



decidedtoignoremycallsinstead.She'sbeena

blockageofmyhappinesssomanytimes,this

could'vebeenoneofherstunts.SoIletherbe.Am

stillyettoquestionNzuzaabouthiswifethough.

He'slikealittlechildinmypresence.Hesaidhe's

takingmeoutforamovietodaythenlaterwegonna

gotoaspwandtalkaboutmyangeroverabottleof

wineandsnacks.He'sreallygoodatthisdaddying

thingormaybehe'sbuyingmyeyes.Whocares

eitherway.

Saturdaysarecancelledasworkingdays.Sbonicely

askedmeso,talkingabouttheywouldlovetospend

theweekendgoingtothebeachtoseebeautiful

nakedwomen.Thisgenderisbornperverts.

OhIforgottomention.Thisbosssmellslikeheaven.

Callmeaperverttooforsniffingathisteesevery

morning.Thissmellgivesmelife,somasculine.

Thedoorbellbeeped.ItmustbeKylie.Shechecks

onmeeverymorning.MaybeshethinksImight

escape.

Igotoffthecouchtoopen.DurbanisfullofhottiesI



tellyou.Shefrownedabit. 

Her:"IsQin?"Nogreetingswhatsoever.Cool.

Me:"Sorry?"

Her:"IsQuintonhere?"

Me:"Idon'tknowwhothatisbutamtheone

occupyingthisroomuntilnextweek"

Her:"Oh"Inodded.Shedidn'tmove.Thisisawkward.

"HeyNkuls.Isawyourcarattheparkinglot"oh

she'ssuchalifesaverandveryloud.Shereminds

meofThabi.AndWheredidsheevencomefrom?

TheNkulsbrushedhertinybump.Ididn'tevennotice

she'spregnant.Wow.Peoplearereallyhavingsex

outthere.

Nkuls:"Oh.Ilostmyphone" 

Kylie:"Heaskedaboutyouyesterday.ThisisYoli.

Theinteriordecorator.She'sworkingonQ'shouse"

Theydidthefancyhug.ItsmomentslikethesethatI

hate.Notknowingwhethertogoorstay.

Nkuls:"Oh.Ishould'veknown.Hetoldmelastweek" 



Kylie:"Haveyoueatenbreakfast?"

Me:"IhavethankYou" 

Kylie:"AndyouMrsLinda?" 

Nkuls:"Ihaven't.IwashopingI'llfindQthenwe'llgo

grabsomeinSuncoast"justlikethat?Ireallywanna

berich.

Kylie:"Nowyou'regoingwithmeandYolithere"no

nono!

Me:"Ihaven'tevenbathedyet"

Nkuls:"Wecanwait"whatifIkillpregnantwomen? 

Kylie:"Takethisasatour"Idon'twannaseembitter.

Me:"Ok.I'llbequick."

Theygotin.Kylieflewthefridgeandpulledouta

bottleofwinewhileNkulssettledonacouchand

tooktheremote.Bothofthesewomenseem

comfortableinhere.

...

Kyliemustjuststopconsumingenergydrinks.She's

toohypertohangaroundme.ThedrivetoSunCoast



featuredhersoromanticlovestorywithherwastea

boyofherhusband.

Wearrivedinthisrestaurant.FullofIndianpeople. 

Kylie:"IjustwantextrahotRussians"

Nkuls:"Idon'twishtoseeyouwhenpassingstool"

Kylie:"Allyouhavetodoisdrinkalotofwater"I

chuckled.Whyisshelying?

Nkuls:"Yoli.Justordermid.Thisoneiscrazy" 

Kylie:'You'remissingout" 

Nkuls:"Iwillorder"Ichuckled.

Welefthertoorderonthecounterandwentto

occupyatablebeforeitgetssnatchedaway.

Kylie:"You'redoinganamazingjobsweetie.Isent

picturestomyboss.He'ssold" 

Me:"Whatdidyoushowhimexactlybecauseall

we'vedoneispainting"

Kylie:"He'sveryobsessedwithcolors.Helovesgrey,

andthebitofwhitethereandthere.Ican'twaitto

seeyouturnitintoahome."Ijustchuckled.Amnot



reallyachatbox.

Nkulsjoinedus. 

Nkuls:"Iorderedjuicetokeepuscompanyaswe

wait"

Kylie:"Icoulddowithsomedryredthough" 

Nkuls:"You'vehad3glassesalready" 

Kylie:"NowIwantthe4thone"Ilaughed.She'sa

veryIDChumanbeing.

Theyservedusjuice.FreshlysqueezedOrange.My

favorite. 

Nkuls:"SoYoli.Howexpensiveisyourservice?" 

Me:"Itisfair.Themorethejob,themoreitcosts"

shenodded. 

Kylie'sphonerang.Shesearchedforitinhertiny

bag. 

Kylie:"ItsQ"

Me:"Excuseme"Igotupandwenttotheloo.

ThefoodhadalreadyarrivedwhenIgotback.It



lookedallsortsofyummyandjunky. 

Me:"Doyouguyscheatonyourdiets?" 

Kylie:"Whatdiethoney?" 

Me:"Isn'twhatyoufancypeopledo?"Theyboth

crackedinlaughter. 

Nkuls:"fancypeople?Whereareyoufrom?" 

Me:"AmfromUlundi" 

Kylie:"ButstudiedinJo'burg.You'reafancyperson

yourselfifyourefertosomeonelikemeasfancy" 

Me:"Haveyouseenthetypeofcarsyoudrive?" 

Kylie:"Itsallearnedfromhardwork.Inaperiodof3-

4yearsyouwillbedrivingyourownfancycar" 

Me:"Ihopeso"

Wetalkedaboutfashiontoboyfriends.I

rememberedIhaven'tspokentominesincetheday

began.Bothoftheseladiesareheadoverheels

abouttheirmen.

Andthensexcameup.AcallfromNzuzarescued

me.Ihadnotevennoticeditwas12pmalready.



Ibidthemgoodbyeafteraskingdirectiontothe

nearestrankthathastaxistoGalleria.

...

IfoundhimexactlywherehesaidIwould.He'sold

yetsofine.Hishairwithabitofgreyhairandhis

beardareneatasofayoungster. 

Nzuza:"Ithoughtyouwerenotcoming"hesaid

gettinguptoopenachairforme. 

Me:"Thankyou.Youknowhowtaxiscanbe.Am

sorryforbeinglate" 

Nzuza:"You'renot.Iwasjustpullingyourleg"I

chuckled."Movieorfootmassage?" 

Me:"Definitelyfootmassage.I'veneverdoneit

before" 

Nzuza:"Really?" 

Me:"Yes" 

Nzuza:"Let'sgothen"hesettledthebill."OhI

orderedamilkshakeforyou"hecalledonthewaiter.

Theybroughtit.Wewalkedout.



...

Iammadatmymotherforthis.Thisgirllegithidme

awayfromthisfilthyrichhumanbeingjusttomake

mewearrugsandwalkbarefoottoschool.Iwould

haveneverhadhungrydays,nottomentionsleeping

onatraditionalmatwithonlyablanketover.

Isearchedfortheglassonthetinytablebesideme.I

sippedonmyMogito.I'venevertasteditbeforebut

itlookedtastyonthemenu.Itdoesn'ttastebad.I

couldgetusedtoit.

Me:"Amsotemptedtoremovethiscucumberoff

myeyes"helaughed. 

Nzuza:"Beagoodgirl.Doesyourdrinktastenice?" 

Me:"Kindof." 

Nzuza:"Whatdidyousaythisis?" 

Me:"Seabreeze" 

Nzuza:"Ittasteslikepee.MybudsareusedtoRemy

Martin" 

Me:"Whatisthat?"Iheardhimchuckleonthelow."I

canhearyou.Isitvodka?"hechuckledloudly. 



Nzuza:"What?Itswhiskeymyprincess" 

Me:"Iheardthoseareexpensive" 

Nzuza:"Notreally.The18thyearoldthatIdrink

costs24K."Isatupright.Thecucumbersfelloff. 

Me:"Youdrinkalcoholworththatmuch?" 

Theladyhadtakemyfeetoutofthemachineand

massagingmewithherhands. 

Nzuza:"Yousoundsurprised" 

Me:"OfcourseIam.IbetyourkillercostsaR100

000"helaughedandstuffedwithmouthwithsnacks.

Ididn'tevenseethose. 

Nzuza:"Dunhillisverycheap.Whydoyousouldlike

you'reonyourbuttnow?"

Me:"That'sbecauseIam.Istillcan'tbelieveyou

drinksomuchmoney"hesatupstraighttoo.

Nzuza:"It'sworthit." 

Me:"Youlookfunnyinthatmusk"hetouchedhis

face. 

Nzuza:"Icouldstillscoreyouamotherinthisvery



samemusk"Ilaughed. 

Me:"Pleasegoahead" 

Nzuza:"Onourseconddate.Mylady,canIhave

somethingstrong?"Shesaidtotheladywhobrought

thesecondroundofourdrinks.

Hebookedaprivatesection.Goodformetovent.

Theladiestooktheirtowelsanddepartedtheroom.

Good. 

Me:"MymothercalledmeonWednesday.Shetold

metostayawayfromyou"hefrowned."Shesaid

that...yourwifegetsridofanythingthatthreatens

hermarriage.Andmentionedthatsheonlyhad

mercyonmeonce,shewon'tbemercifulthistime

around"

Hejuststaredblanklyatme."Areyouokay?"Hekept

onstaring.Ileanedoverandpokedhim.Heshifted

hisgazetome. 

Nzuza:"Ifoundyouatherapist.Igaveherallyour

contacts.YoursessionswillstartonTuesday.You

willchoosethetime."Hegotupanddisappearedto

thechangingroom.



He'sactingweird.Itookmoresipsonmydrink.

Hecamebackfullydressed. 

Me:"Whatisgoingon?"Hehandedmeabankcard. 

Nzuza:"Thepinis3475.Youcanbookafullbody

massage.IhavetoflytoEC"hiseyeswere

bloodshotred.

Me:"Now?"Henoddedandleanedoverandkissed

myforehead. 

Nzuza:"Youmighthavenotseenitbutyou'rethe

onlythingIhaveleftinthisplanetandbelieveme

whenIsayIwillgoanylengthstoprotectYoufrom

anythingandanyone."Icouldn'tunderstandthehurt

hisfacereflected.Hesqueezedmyshoulderand

walkedoff.Ifeltabitemotional.Thismoodwewere

ontenminutesawayjustvanishedrightbeforemy

eyes...

...

Iwalkedoutoftherefeelingasfreshasababybutt.

IwasabittipsyfromallthecocktailsItookinright

afterthedadleft.Hisphonewasoff.



ThespaladiessuggestedItakeanubersoIdid.I

prayedallthewayIdon'tbecomeoneoftheir

victims.You'renevertoosafeinthisworldifyou

haveavagina.

IthankedtheLordasitpulledupinfrontofthehotel.

Ipaidandwalkedoninside.

IstartedoffatSboandcrew'sroom.Theyweren't

there.JustasItookmyphoneouttocallthem.A

messagecamethroughtellingmetheyarestaying

outuntillate.

Durbanisdrivingthemcrazy.

MyphonebeepedasIreachedmydoor.ItwasPam

andhersquadaskingmeoutfordrinks.Thisis

gonnabethesecondtimeturningthemdown.Ican't

helpbutfeelbad.

Iunlockedandgotin.Irushedtothebathroomto

pee.Thetowelswerehangingarounduntidy.

Someonewasdefinitelyhere.

Ipeedandcleanedup.Iwentbacktotheroomand

changedintomycomfyshortsandasportsbra.I

adjustedtheairconditioner.Better.NowIcango



andseewhatIwillhaveforsupper.

OkayI'veheardofhauntedhousesbutI'venever

actuallybeeninone.Thet.v.wasnowon.Iswearto

Goditwasn'twhenIcamein.

TheoutsidebathroomdooropenedasIbattledin

myhead.OhMyGod!

Iscreamedontopofmylungsandranformylife. 

Me:"Help!HELP!HELP" 

Him:"Hey.Stop"

Thecorridorwasdeadquiet.Nobodycameoutto

rescueme.Godamtooyoungtodieanddefinitely

notreadytolosemyvirginitythroughrape.

Ifelthimcloser.Mykneesgotwobbly.Hegrabbed

myarm.Tearsgusheddown.Heclosedmymouth

withhishandthatsmeltofonion.Iwillnotgiveup

withoutafight.Iputmyelbowintogooduse.

Him:"Willyoustop?" 

Hepulledmeallthewaybacktotheroom.I

screamedagainassoonashemovedhisfilthyhand

offmymouthandrantothekitchenarea.Helocked



thedoorandsighed. 

hetotallyfoundoutweliedaboutnotknowingPearl.

OhThabi.

Me:"Pleasedon'tkillme"Hefrowned. 

Him:"DoIlooklikeakiller?MynameisQuinton.It's

myhouseyou'reworkingon.JesusChrist"Ohcan

theuniversestoprightnowandletmegetoff?He

slowlygotclosertothecounter.Hiscolognehitmy

nostrils.It'sreallyhim."Putthatknifedown"

Ididn'tevennoticeIhadit.Islowlyputitdownnext

tothechoppedonion.Thisisratherembarrassing. 

Me:"Uhm.Amsorrysir" 

Him:"Quinton.JustQuinton"

Heattendedtheknockatthedoor.Irantothe

masterbedroom.Ilegitranoutinabumshortanda

sportsbra.Iamsoashamed.Butitsnotmyfault.

Firstimpressionlasts.He'swrittenthugallover.

Ireachedformyphone.

"Whydidn'tyoutellmeyourbossiscomingback

today?"



Iimpatientlywaitedforaresponse.

Kylie:"Ourbossyoumean?Icalledyouovera

thousandtimesbutyourphonewasoff.He'llbeout

ofyourhairtomorrowdon'tworry"

Ughman.Iheardasoftknock. 

"Itsthesecurityma'am"Ifoundanearestdressand

putitonandwalkedout.

Sec:"Areyoualright?" 

Me:"Yes.Amgood.Thanks.Sorryforthe

inconvenience.Itwasjustaminor

misunderstanding" 

Sec:"Amglad.Keepyourpanicwatchonyourwrist

atalltimes.Keepwell" 

Me:'Iwillthankyou.Youdotoo"

Theyfollowedeachothertowardsthedoor.

Quinton:"You'reagreatrunnerbytheway."He

chuckled.Iglancedathimonceandranbacktothe

bedroomthatIwillnotleaveuntiltomorrowafter

he'sleft.IwilltellKylietokeepmeupdated...
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[AtVilakazihome]

Yoli'smothersawthelightsreflectingonthewindow.

Shegotupandpeepedthroughthewindow.Thecar

enginedied. 

Her:"NotthisSatanagain"

Sheclosedthecurtainandsatbackdownonthe

couch.Momentslatersheheardaknock. 

Ntombehle:"Youdidn'tknockatthegate"shecalled.

Thedoorwidelyopened."SamuelNzuza...oh

Samson.Itendtoforgetyourname" 

Sam:"AmnothereforyourtantrumsNtombi.Ihada

verylongdrivetobelisteningtoyourmadness" 

Me:"You'vegotanervetodrivethisfarjusttostand

atmydoorlikeJehovahwitnessesandinsultme" 

Sam:"Weneedtotalk"

Heclosedthedoorbehindhimandwalkedontosit

onthesofa.



Sam:"Ineedtoknowwhathappened.Whydidyou

leave?"

Ntombenhle:"BecauseIwasdonewiththatlife"she

saiddismissively.

Samtightenedhisjawandstartedstompinghisfoot

onthefloor.

Sam:"Amnotplayingwithyou.Amgoingtoaskyou

onemoretimeandIsweartoyouifyoukeepgiving

methatstinkingattitudeyou'regoingtoregretit"

Shegotuptotakeherbeeroutofthefridgeandan

openerontopofitthensatdown.Sheopenedthe

beeranddrankfromthebottle.Sheburpedand

wipedherlips. 

Ntombenhle:"YouseewenaSam.Youhaveno

reasontothreatenmeorbethatangry.Whatdidyou

loseinthepast23years?" 

Sam:"Achildandyou"shechuckledanddrankdown

hercoldbeer. 

Ntombenhle:"Only2things.WannaknowwhatIlost?

Ilostmyjob,mydegree,mymother,mydignity,and



mostofall.Ilostmyself.Thatwickedwitchyoucall

awifemadesureofit." 

Sam:"That'swhatIwanttoknow.Whatdidshedo?" 

Ntombenhle:"ShefoundtheletterIwroteforyouon

oursecretmail.InthatletterIinformedyouabout

my3monthspregnancy.ShecametowhereIlived,

shegavememoneytodisappear.Irefusedit.Itried

callingyoubutyouwereoutofthecountryIcouldn't

getholdofyou.Shecameback2dayslaterwith

scarymen.SheblatantlytoldmethatifIdon't

disappearandcrawlbacktowhereIcamefrom.

She'llmakemylifealivinghell.Shemademepack

allmythingsatmidnightandhadhermendriveme

here.For8yearsIlivedundertheirsurveillance.She

watchedmyeverymove,madesurethatIdidn't

leavethistown.Shethreatenedtokillmeandmy

childshallIattempttocontactyou.Idroppedoutof

varsity.After7yearsitstartedtosinkin.Ihadlost

mylife.Iwasnevergettingitback.Ifoundthis

friend"shesmiledandkissedthehansabottle."Your

loyaltycostmemylifeSamson.Iwasneverableto

lovemychildfully.I'vealwaysresentedher.I've



alwaysblamedherforallofthat.SometimesIthink

tomyselfhowmuchIdon'tdeservethem." 

Sam:"Amsorry.Ilookedforyou.LordknowsItried" 

Ntombenhle:"Itdoesn'tmatteranymore.AllIwant

youtodoismakesuremybabyissafefromthat

hardbuttockscheekswife." 

Sam:"Youbothhavenothingtoworryabout"

Ntombenhle:"Ofcourse." 

Sam:"Youneedtostopdrinking.Iamwillingtofix

everythingthatisruinedinyourlife" 

Ntombenhle:"ThisiswhereIfindpeaceofmind.I

couldquiteverythingbutnotthis."Helookedather

withsomuchremorse,hisphonerang.

Hepickedup.Hebrieflyspoketowhomeverthen

hungup. 

Sam:"ArethereotherBnBsaroundhere?Garden

courtisfullybooked"

Ntombenhle:"Yesbutitsveryfarfromhere" 

Sam:"Noproblem.Ijustwantyoutoknowam



deeplysorryforhoweverythingturnedout.You

knowverywellIwouldn'thaveletyougothrough

thatalone." 

Ntombenhle:"Iknow.Itsinthepastnow."Hepicked

hiscarkeysfromthetableandgotup. 

Sam:"Whatisthenameofthelodge?" 

Ntombenhle:"Isn'ttoolateforyoutodrive?Youcan

hideyourheadhereifyoudon'tmind"Helookedat

hersurprised.

Sam:"Thankyou.Youwon'tevennoticeamhere"

Ntombenhle:"R50anhourthough"

Samchuckled. 

Sam:"Issupperincluded?" 

Ntombenhle:"Don'tgetcomfortable.Supperwillbe

freeonlybecauseit'sbeans.Breakfastwillbefreeif

yougoingtoeatporridge.Viennasandcheesewill

costyouR150" 

Sam:"Noproblem.Thankyou"

Shegotupandwalkedouttothekitchen...



°°°

Igetveryjumpywhenamnotcomfortable.Ikept

wakingupuntilnow,5am.I'veneversharedahouse

withamalestranger.Icreatedsomescary

scenariosinmyhead.They'remostprobablythe

reasonwhyIkepttossingandturning.

Ireachedformycellphoneunderthepillow.There

weremissedcallsfrommymother.Shenevercalls

morethanonce,thismust'vebeenanemergency.

Icalledherback.Itrangunanswered.Itossedthe

phoneontheothersideofthebedandwenttothe

bathroom.Itookaquickshowerandcleanedup.

IcamebacktofindanothermissedcallsfromZamo.

Ihaven'tbeenfussingoverhimlately.Helikesbeing

followedaroundandconstantlybegged.Thatisa

totalturnoffforme.

Iappliedlotionanddressedup.Imadethebed

afterwards.Awhole5starhotelcontrolledbythis

man.Kylietoldmetheroomservicedoesn'tcome

onweekends.

Itidiedupthewholeroom.Iwalkedouttothe



balcony.TheviewoftheseaiswhatIlovemost

aboutthisroom.WhenIhavemoneyIwillalways

askforroomswithseaview.

"Babeswedeco!"Iheardhershoutbangingthedoor.

Iwalkedbackinandheadedtothedoor.

SheflewinjustrightafterIunlocked.

Sheplacedtwocupsofcoffeeonthetable. 

Kylie:"MorningMissV.Itsabeautifuldayisn't?It

smellsfreshinhere"

Me:"MorningKylie.Youshouldsharethesecretto

thisenergeticpersona"shesmiled.Isatdownonthe

bedandhelpedmyselfwiththehotcupofblack

coffee.VeryperfecttobeginmySunday. 

Kylie:"Itseasy."Shesatonthecouchopposite."I

meditate.Idoyoga.Whatareyourplansforthe

day?"

Me:"Iwannagotochurch."

Kylie:"IknewyouwereanAngel.Whenyougetback

callortextme.Amtakingyouout"

Me:"Haven'twedoneenoughoutingalready?"



Kylie:"Youwantustohaveaninsidedate?"

Me:"Soundsperfect.Where'syour...Imeanour

boss?"

Kylie:"He'satwork.Don'tworryabouthimyouwon't

evennoticehe'shere"shegotupandpickedher

designerbag. 

Me:"WhatdoyoumeanIwon'tevennoticehe's

here?"

Kylie:"Imeanexactlythat.Byebabes"

Sheclickedherheelsaway.

Iheardlaughtercomingfromthelounge.Itookmy

phoneandthecupandheadedout.

Sbo:"HawsisYoli.Ihopeyoudon'tmindwecleaned

yourmesshere" 

Me:"Whatmess?"

Sbo:"Yourkitchenwasabitmessy"

Me:"Ohthankyou.Haveyouguyseatenbreakfast?"

Sbo:"Yeswehave.Nkanyisoherewantsusalltogo

tochurch"hepointedathisonlycalmandcollected



friendoutofthe3. 

Me:"That'sgreatbecausewearenowgoingto

church" 

Nkanyiso:"Iwillborrowyoumycoats"theother3

mumbledsomethingIcouldn'tmakeoutasthey

followedeachotherout.Ichuckledaloneandwent

togetready.

MyphonerangasIlockedthedoor. 

Me:"Mama" 

Mama:"Doyourealizethemessyou'recreatingin

mylifeatthisverypresent?"

Me:"IfonlyIhadanyideaonwhatyou'reTalking

about"

Mama:"Thatmadthingyoucallafatherarrivedhere

yesterdaygunsblazing.Canyoubelievehim?"

Me:"Hesaidhe'sgoingtoEC.Amsosorry" 

Mama:"YoliifIdieyouwillbeheldaccountableI

sweartoyou" 

Me:"Calmdown.Youknowhewouldn'thurtyou" 



Mama:"Buthewillhurtthatmagogoofhis" 

Me:"Soyoutoldhimwhatshedid?" 

Mama:"Ihadnochoice!Andthatfreakinmoronhad

theaudacitytostillblameme." 

Me:"Soyougonnatellmetoo?" 

Mama:"No.Amdonewiththisconversation.Ask

yourfriend." 

Me:"Ok" 

Mama:"ShallIdie-" 

Me:"Iwillbeheldaccountable.Iheard.ByemotherI

willcallyoulater" 

Mama:"That'sifhehasn'tkilledme"

"IsthatYoli?"Saidavoiceinthebackground.Amale

voice.

Me:"Who'sthat?" 

Mama:"Bye".

Thelinewentdead.Shehasaboyfriend?NoIwould

die.



...

AfterchurchwetookanubertoGateway.Ifeltthe

needtotakeadvantageofhavingrichdaddy'scard

withme.TodayIfinallylearnedtheother2friends

name.LwandleandNkosi.

TheservicewasheldatMusgrave.Itwasgood.

Wherethere'sGoditsalwaysvibrant.Icameout

feelingfreshandIcouldfeeltheholyspiritrunning

throughmybones.

Me:"So,McDonalds,Spur,Nandos,Steers,Rocco

MamasorWimpy?" 

Lwandle:"I'veneverbeentoSpur" 

Sbo:"Meneither"

Nkosi:"Iwishtotasteit"

Me:"We'regoingtoSpurthen" 

Nkanyiso:"Mygirlfriendwon'tbelievethis" 

Sbo:"Sisiisgonnatakepicturesofus.Rightsisi?"

Me:"OfcourseIwill."Ican'twaitforustogetpaid

honestly.Theyliterallyhavenoideaaboutalmost



everything.

WearrivedatSpur.Thecursehasbeenbroken.We

spottedanemptytabletoaccommodatethe5of

us. 

Sbo:"Wherearethemenus?" 

Me:"Willarriveshortly"

Indeedawaitercameoutofnowhere. 

Him:"Gooddaygentlemenandyoumylady."He

handedeachoneofthemenus."CanIgetyou

anythingtodrinkwhileyoudecideonwhattoeat?"

Thatsmell.Ilookedaround,hewasn'tinsight.The

guysordereddrinks.Iorderedjustwater.Hewalked

away.

TherewasamessagefromZamo,notafriendlyone

butitendedwithILY.Iresponded'Iloveyoumore'.If

Ikeepentertaininghissulkingwemightneverfind

peace.

Sboandthecrewweregoingcrazynotknowing

whattoorder. 

Nkosi:"Sisihaveyoufiguredwhattoorderyet?" 



Me:"Yes.Youguysshouldstopcallingmesisi" 

Lwandle:"Whatisourbudget?Iwouldlovethis

meal" 

Theyallstaredatme. 

Me:"Ourbudgetisunlimited.Youcanorder

anything"theyexcitedlywentbacktotheirmenus.

Thatcologneagain.Itisthiswaiter.Menshould

stopsmellingthisnice.Iraisedmyeyestosaythank

you.Ifrownedabit.Hesmirkedandwiggledthe

weirdbushyeyebrows.Isheindisguise?Iswearto

Godhehadnomustacheyesterdaynorthisbeard

andtheseweirdbrows.MygoodnessIhopeitsnot

afrounderthecap.Ichuckled. 

Him:"HelloOscarPistorious" 

Me:"HelloMrDube"Andpleasetellmewhyearthis

heawaiter.

Him:"Shhh.Areyouguysreadytoorder?" 

Sbo:"Yes.Iwouldlikethismeal"hepointedata

picture.MrDubejottedallourordersdownand

walkedoff.



Itookoutmyphone.

"Yourbossisawaiter?Why?"IsenttoKylie.

"Becausehe'sweirdasfuck.Wereyouableto

recognizehim?Ishouldchangethosefeatures"

Sherespondedinaninstant.She'smyfav

"Iwouldn'thave.Hesaidsomethingthatmademe

realizeitshim.Thosefeaturesareperfect"Iwasn't

abouttotellitwashiscologne.

"Perfect.WhattimeshouldIexpectatextinviting

metoourindoordate?"Totallyforgotaboutthat.

"Around4pm.Bringamovie"

Idownedmywater.Myphonebeeped.Itwasn'tKylie

butanunknownnumber.

"Thisisthebeginningofyourend.Whothehelldo

youthinkyouarecominghereandtakewhat

belongstome?WhenIamdonewithyou.Youwon't

evenknowwhathityou.WHORE"mymindwentwild.

Itcan'tbeher.

Lwandle:"Areyouokay?"Igivehimafaintsmile. 



Me:"Amgood"

IforwardedthemessagetoNzuza.Ishould've

listenedtomymother...
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Igotupandpreparedforthedayahead.Iwokeup

earlierthanusual.Yesterdaywasquitedraining.Our

littlepyjamapartyworkedwondersonmytroubled

mind.Ididnotstressabouttheghostmessage.

Ifinishedbathingandwenttothekitchen.Imade

coffeeandtoast.Ipackeditandsaidgoodbyeto

Kylie.

...

Myphonerangaswegotofftheuber. 

Sbo:"Letmecarrythisforyou" 

Me:"Thankyou" 

Driver:"Yourflasklady" 

Me:"Ohthankyou"



Igenerouslyaskedtoeatinhiscar.Itookit.He

droveoff.

Sbotookmybagandtheyheadedinsidethegate.I

answered. 

Me:"Goodmorning" 

Nzuza:"Mshazi.Howdidyousleep?Didyoureceive

anothermessage?" 

Me:"Isleptverywellthanks.AndnoIhaven't" 

Nzuza:"Excellent.MyITspecialisttracedthat

numberitledhimtoDurban." 

Me:"Durban?Ican'tpossiblyhavesomeoneto

threatenmehere" 

Nzuza:"Itsprobablyyourworkcompetition.Your

workistrendingoneverysocialmediaandyour

numberisoutthere.Don'tstressmuchaboutit" 

Me:"I'lltry.Thanksfordoingthis.Momtoldmeyou

wereatUlundi" 

Nzuza:"OhyesIwasbutambackatECnow" 

Me:"Ok.HowcanIsendyourcard?"Hechuckled. 



Nzuza:"Ithoughtyou'd[haveboughtacarbynow.

Youcankeepitforyourpersonaluse"3

Me:"Becareful.Imightmilkyoudry" 

Nzuza:"I'dliketoseeyoutry.ByemybabyIwillcall

youlater" 

Me:"Bye"

Ihungup.Howmuchisonthisbaby?Ineedanew

phone.

'WillInotgetarrestedifIbuymyselfaniPhone?'

Isenttohim. 

Me:"Greetingsbaba" 

BabNkomo:"Greetingsmysunflower.Youlookeven

beautifultoday"Iblushed.He'ssuchaspiritlifter.

He'sasecurityguardofthishugebutthome.

Me:"Thankyoubaba"

Hesmiled.

Ifoundtheboysalreadyontheirworksuits. 

Nkosi:"We'resettingthefurnitureontheguest



roomsright?" 

Me:"Yeswiththetwoofyou.SboandNkanyisowill

continuepaintingtheremainingrooms.Theones

hereonthebasement" 

Sbo:"Let'sgoNka"

Theywalkedaway.LwandleandNkosiclimbedup

thestairswhileIwrotedowntoday'sactivities.

Ifollowedshortlyandchangedintoworkingsuits

thenwegottowork.Ifoundthemalreadyhave

peeledofftheplasticsthatwerecoveringthethe

bedandadressingtable.Youcanjusttellwiththe

furniturethatthere'snowomanincludedinthis

home.Nowomancouldeverallowhermain

bedroomtohaveonlyabed,asinglechair,vanity

andawalkincloset.Noflowervase,nocouch,no

carpetnoanythingfancy.

Ireallyhadtomakechangesaroundhere.Onlythe

loungeIwashappywith.

Me:"Thisroomlooksawful" 

Lwandle:"Howshoulditlooklike?" 



Me:"Itshouldlookhomely" 

Nkosi:"Wenasisiyoulikefancythings.Thisroomis

perfect" 

Me:"LetsmoveontothenextonethenI'llshowyou

howshouldaroomlooklikeonmydecormagazine" 

Lwandle:"Ican'twait"

Wewenttothefollowingone.Samethingapplied,

whydidKylieagreetothismadness?

...

Me:"Ihonestlythoughtwehadsomethingtodo

aroundhere.Ifeeldefeated."Isaidasweall

gatheredaroundthekitchencounterdrinkingjuice.

Nkosi:"Doyouguysfindthoseroomsugly?"

Sbo:"Theyarebeautiful"

Ithenrememberedtoshowthemthemagazine.I

pulleditoutofmybag.Ipagedthrough.

Me:"Here,thisishowabeautifulroomlookslike.

ComparedtoCeliwe'srooms.Aretheseroomsstill

beautiful?" 



Nkanyiso:"Youdidwellonthathouse.Ihateto

agreewithyoubuttheseonesarehonestlydulland

shady" 

Me:"ThankyouNkah.Canwenowgoandinvade

sheetstreet,MrPricehome,Makro,Pephomeand

anypossibleshopwithbeautifulhouseutensils" 

Sbo:"Makroisexpensive" 

Me:"Stopworryingaboutthat"

Irequestedanuber.

Myphonerang.Isighedandmovedawayto

answer. 

Me:"Hey" 

Zamo:"Howareyou?"

Me:"Amgoodthanks.Howareyou?"

Zamo:"Sharp.I'vedonesomethinking.Ithinkwe're

bothverybusytobeinarelationship"nohe'snot.

"SoIconcludedthatmaybeweneedabreak" 

Me:"Youconcludedonyourown?" 

Zamo:"Don'tmakethishardYolanda.Youcansee



verywellthatourrelationshipistakingastrainright

now" 

Me:"No,whatIcanseeverywellisthatyou're

selfishZamokuhle."

Ihungup.Iblinkedrapidlyfightingthetearsback.

Howcouldhe?

Icomposedmyselfandwentbacktotheguys

wearingmyboldsmile. 

Me:"Theuberhasarrived.Whereareweeating

today" 

Lwandle:"Wimpy.Isawanadvertont.v." 

Nkah:"Aswegobackhomewewillbefat" 

Me:"Wellthere'snothingwrongwiththat" 

Sbo:"Hhaisisi.Wewantsixpackstoshowoffatthe

beach"Ilaughed.Themandthebeach.

...

Weshoppedtillwedropped.

MyphonerangjustaswesatdownatWimpywith4

trolleys. 



Me:"Hey.Didyoufindtheimage?" 

Kylie:"Yesbabe.Itssobeautiful" 

Me:"Kyliedon'ttellmeyoufindthatstylenormal" 

Kylie:"Isn't?" 

Me:"Amsodonewithyou" 

Kylie:"Youwenttoshopformore?" 

Me:"Yes.IsentyouanemailontheDube

constructionsaccountyoutoldmetoemailifIhave

arequestandIgotaresponseofIshouldgoahead" 

Kylie:"Ohhgreat.AmleavingforJo'burglateron" 

Me:"Youcan'tdothattomeKylienottoday.Icould

reallyuseafriend" 

Kylie:"Amsosorrybabebutmydadisn'twellIhave

toseehim.I'llbeintouchthough" 

Me:"Oklove.I'llcallyoulater" 

Kylie:"Byeboo"

Ireallywantedtocry.Itoldthemtoorderand

excusedmyself.IgottothelooandcalledAyanda.I



ventitallout.Ihungupandfinishedoffcrying,

washedmyfaceandthenwentbacktotheguys.

Theirordershadalreadyarrived.Isatdownand

calledonthewaiterandorderedtoo. 

Nkah:"You'reoneofthepeopleI'llneverforget" 

Me:"Wereyouplanningonforgettingme?" 

Nkah:"Hellno." 

Sbo:"You'veintroducedusintobeautifulthingsin

life" 

Lwandle:"True.NeverinmywildestdreamhaveI

everthoughtI'deatwithforkandknife" 

Nkosi:"Nottomentionstayingatahotel.Wehada

reallytoughupbringingsisiandweneverthought

ourtilingandpaintingjobwilltakeusthisfarinlife" 

Me:"Thatwhathappenswhenyou'redestinedfor

greatnessinlife." 

Nkah:"TosisYoli"theyallraisedtheirforks.They

aresodramaticbutIlovethem. 

Us:"Cheers"



...

Mama:"Ayandatellsmeyourboyfrienddumpedyou"

that'sthefirstthingshesays.Whathappenedto

sister-sisterconfidentiality Ayanda! 

Me:"Hellomother" 

Mama:"Justbuyabottleofwineandsomesnacks

anddrinkthepainaway" 

Me:"Amnotinpain"justsayingthatmakesiteven

morepainful. 

Mama:"Iknowyouare.How'stheprogressonthe

house?"Wow.Evenatschoolshe'sneveraskedany

concernquestions.Thisisafirst.

Me:"Ijustfinishedmaking3rooms.Amleft4

includingthemasterbedroomandthenanursery" 

Mama:"IwishIcouldseeit" 

Me:"Ineedtobuyyouaphone" 

Mama:"Ihaveaphone" 

Me:"Notthatone.AphonethatIcansendyou

pictureson" 



Mama:"Idohaveit.Ijusthavenoideahowtouse

it" 

Me:"Wheredidyougetit?"

Mama:"Fromafriend.Haveyoumadenewfriends

there?" 

Me:"No.Ihaven'tfoundtimeto" 

Mama:"FriendsareimportantYoli" 

Me:"Yeahright"

IthenrememberedtheladiesImetbackathome.

Maybethey'dwanttogooutandhaveacoupleof

drinks.ButitsMonday,peopledon'tgoouton

Mondays.Amdoomed.

Mama:"Akhonaiscomingoverthisweekend"

Me:"Thatisgood.Ihavetocallher.Doyouwant

airtime?" 

Mama:"Ihaveenoughtocallthewholevillage" 

Me:"You'reweird" 

Mama:"Byemypotsarecallingme" 



Me:"Bye"

Igotoffthekitchencounter.Afterworkingmymagic

ontheroomsIendedupcominghereatthekitchen

andworkedonit.

Ineedarealcameratotakepictures.

IreceivedatextfromKylieinformingmethatshe's

leaving.Myheartbrokeevenmore.Theguyswere

upstairsbathing.

ItriedcallingZamobutitwentstraighttovoicemail.

Theyfinallycamedown.

Lwandle:"Weshookcookonthiskitchenbeforewe

leave" 

Sbo:"Icouldn'tagreemore.Andthoserooms.You

outdoneyourselfsisi"heraisedhishandforahigh

five.Ichuckledandhitourpalmstogether.Wetook

ourbagsandleft.

Iaskedthedrivertopassbytheliquorstorenearby.

Ibought2bottlesofwineandsnacksthenwe

continuedwiththedrive.



...

Nkah:"Areyouokay?"Heaskedsoonasliftclosed.

Me:"Yeahamgood.Itsjustthattimeofthemonth" 

Sbo:"Whydidn'tyoutellus.Wewould'veboughtyou

chocolate" 

Me:"That'ssweet.Youcanbuymetomorrow"we

reachedtheirfloor. 

Lwandle:"We'llseeyoutomorrow" 

Me:"Sleepwell"

Theygotoff.Icheckedthetime.Itwascloseto8pm.

Iranthetubfull.Ipouredinthebathsaltsandbath

foam.

Mywinewaitedonthefridge.I'veonlydrankitonce,

todayisgoingtobethesecondtime.

Iplayedmysadmusiconthephoneandcriedmy

eyeballsout.Ireallydon'tknowwhathurtmemost

betweenbeingdumpedandthefactthatIam

insanelyinlovewithhimbutcan'tbewithhim

anymore.



AfteranhourorsoIfinallytookmyselfoutofthetub

andmymisery.Everythingseemedfresh,room

servicestoppedby.

Iputontherobeandslippersthenwenttogetmy

newfriendandsnacks.

Lifeissonicesometimes.Lookatmedoingwhat

theydoinmovies.Ihopeitworks.

Iwentbacktotheroomtogetthetissuethencame

back.Ifoldedmylegsonthecouchandlookedfor

interestingt.v.shows.Ifoundone.Ipouredaglass

andstartedsippingonit.Itdidn'ttasteasbad,Igot

usedtothetasteeachtimeItookasip.

Icriedandcriedandcried.Ikeptcheckingmyphone

hopingI'dfindhistextoranythingbutnothing.

Iheardthedoorunlock.Itotallyforgotaboutaboss

roommate.Iquicklygrabbedmybottleandmy

snacksandrantomybedroom.

Ican'tbelieveIhaven'tofferedtosleepontheother

andlethimbackhere.Ialsocan'tbelievethatIwon't

doit.Thisroomiseverything.



Iforgottheglass.IlookedfortheoneIusefor

drinkingwater.Irinseditandsatonthebed

comfortablyandcontinueddrinking.Itwasdoingthe

work.Iwasn'tcryinganymore.Themusicwas

gettingmorenicernow.

Iheardaknock.Istoppedbreathing. 

"Iknowyou'reinthere.Openup"

Ibreatheagain. 

"Yolanda"

Hhaihhaihhai.Hemustleavemealone. 

"Ihaveaspecialthingforyou"

Hesmiled. 

Quinton:"HeyOscar"Ilaughed."Iwannagetin"

Ihesitantlymovedforhim."Ialmostmissedthepity

party"

Heplacedthetrayonthetablenexttothedoor

leadingtothebalcony.Whatpityparty?"Youcan

closethedoororleaveitopenlikethatifyou'renot

comfortable"



Ileftitopen.Iclimbedonthebed.Hepeeledoffthe

clothcoveringthetray.Hehandedmethebowlfull

oficecreamthenaglass.

Hepouredmywineontheonehehadandtookhis

bowlthenwenttositonthecouchbelowthebed. 

Quinton:"Boyproblems?" 

Me:"No" 

Quinton:"Okay.IfoundtissuesontheloungeandI

figuredyoumightbehavingoneofthosedaysso

thisismytreattoyourbrokenheart"amIthat

transparent? 

Me:"Thankyou.Thisissosweetofyou"Idugonthe

icecream.

Quinton:"Sinceitsnotboyproblems,isit

menstruation?"Godno.Ichuckled. 

Me:"NoMrDube.Myboyfriendactuallydumped

me" 

Quinton:"Ohno.Amsorrytohearthatbuttohell

withhislousyass" 

Me:"Ilovehim"itmustbethewine.



Quinton:"You'llgetoverhim.Youhaveawhole

beautifullifeahead.Pickyourheadupbeforeyour

tiarafalls,hewasneveryoursinthefirstplace." 

Me:"Areyouamotivationalspeaker?" 

Quinton:"Itdependsonwho'sasking.Isthisyour

firstheartbreak?"Inodded."Thisshouldmakeyou

nottheotherwayaround.Trytogetoveritassoon

aspossible,there'snoheartbreakyou'llneverbe

abletohandleinfuture.Igotovermyfirst

heartbreakinaweek" 

Me:"Iamawoman" 

Quinton:"So?" 

Me:"Ihaveafragileheart" 

Quinton:"Nonsense.Theseboysaren'tlookingfor

anythingsolidthesedayskid.Yourfragileheart

won'tsurvivethedatingworld.Toughenupthat

heart,turnitintosteel" 

Me:"Bettersaidthandone" 

Quinton:"You'llbecomeanalcoholicthenbecause

boysbreakheartsalmosteveryday"



Ichuckled.He'srightbutthisismyfirstlove.Ihave

tomournthedeathofit. 

Me:"Howoldareyourchildren?"Amdonetalking

aboutmybrokenheart.Hesmiled. 

Quinton:"7months.2beautifulbabygirlsthatIlove

withwholeofmylife"hisfaceliterallylitup."Wanna

seethem?"

Me:"Yesplease"

Hehandedmehisphone. 

Quinton:"SikelelaontheleftandSisekeloonthe

right"itdoesn'tmatter.Theylookthesame.

Me:"Youcantellthemapart?"Hechuckled. 

Quinton:"Yes.Iguessitseasywhenyou'retheir

parent"Inodded."Doyouhaveachild?"That's

funny. 

Me:"Nope.Idon'tevenhaveacat"Ihandedbackthe

phone."Youseemveryfondofyourkids" 

Quinton:"Theyaremylife." 

Me:"Theywillgrowtobethehappiestchildreninthe



world.IwishIhadtheluxuryoffeelingdaddy'slove

attheyoungage"

Thiswinewasreallygettingtome.Ifeltlikecrying

againthatmyfatherwasn'tthere. 

Quinton:"Amsorry,didhepassaway?"

Me:"No.It'salongstorybuthefoundmenowand

he'sdoingthebesthecouldtomakeupforthelost

time" 

Quinton:"Aslongashehadavalidreasonwhyhe

wasn'tthere"

Me:"Hedoes" 

Quinton:"Soyou'reusingyourmother'ssurname?" 

Me:"YesI'vealwaysbeenaVilakazi.I'vealways

wishedIusedmyrealsurnamebutnowItwouldbe

weirdifIhadtobeYolandaPenelopeNzuza"

Hechuckled. 

Quinton:"Why?Itsabeautifulsurname.Doyouknow

Nzuzathefamousbusinesstycoon?" 

Me:"Yes,he'smyfather" 



Quinton:"Really?" 

Me:"Yep" 

Quinton:"Andyoureallylooklikehim" 

Me:"That'sthereasonwhymotherwouldpinchmy

ears"

Helaughed.Hetoldmeabouthisexpandingfamily.

He'sreallyfondofthemIcouldtell.Hekept

mentioninghistwinbrother.Notevenoncedidhe

mentionawife,girlfriendorthebabymama.

Beforeweknewit,itwas2am.Iwasalreadydrunk

andtalkingnonstop.

Hegotupandcollectedthethingshecamewith. 

Quinton:"GoodnightweMaNzuza,rememberto

toughenup.Don'tcryyourselftodeath"Ilaughed. 

Me:"Never.Soonasyouclosethatdoor,am

shuttingmyeyes.Goodnightandthanksforcoming

tomypityparty"hesmiled. 

Quinton:"Pleasurekid"

HedidmentionthatI'magemateswithhislittle



sister,sisterinlawandsonjustifyingthat"kid"tittle.I

couldn'teventellhe'sthatold.

Heclosedthedoor.ItriedtofallasleepbutfailedI

gotupandtookmylaptopandstartedsearchingfor

babydecoraroundhere...

[2/26,07:15]Zozaness:BeautyLiesInTheEyesofA

Beholder
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Ifinishedgettingreadyandtookonlymyphone.This

thingofalwayscarryingabagisunnecessaryinmy

life.Myboobsareenoughtotakeinmyphoneand

myblackcard.Isentdaddyamorningtext.Heloves

beingloved.IrememberedIhaveamotherwhohave

enoughairtimetocallthewholevillage.Isenthera

callback.

Iwalkedoutoftheroom.Therewasanote,carkeys

andacardnexttomyflask.

'KidIhaveleft.Onyourleftisapetrolcard.Make



sureyouhaveyourlicensewithyouandfastenyour

seatbeltatallTimes.

Q'

IforgottotellhimIcan'tdrive.Ipickedthecardup.

Dubelogistiscs,nice.Thedoorswungopen.Where

dotheygetallthisenergyeverymorning.

Nkah:"Hellosisi"

Sbo:"Readytogo?"

Me:"Isthereanyofyouwhohasalicense?"They

justlookedatmekindofpuzzled."Driverslicense"

Theywent"ohhh" 

Sbo:"Wedo.Allofus"thatisnice.

Me:"Really?Imustworkongettingminesoon."

Nkah:"Whydoyouask?"

Me:"OhMrDubeborrowedushiscar"

Lwandle:"Amdriving!" 

Sbo:"Wherearethekeyssisi?"

Nkosi:"Sisigivethekeystothequietone" 



Lwandle:"ByGod'sgraceletshopeyou'renot

referringtoyourself"

Nkosi:"Duh!" 

Me:"Okguyslisten.You'lltaketurns,2ofyouwill

driveustodayandthentheothertwotomorrow"

Sbo:"Yes!NkosiandIaredrivingtoday"

Me:"Iguessitssettledthen.Let'sgowe'relate"

...

Itfeltlikeadream.Kyliecalledearlieronchecking

uponmeandaskingaboutprogress.Ipromisedto

callherwhenwe'redone.

Weinstalledallthenecessaryfurniture.Itnow

lookedlikeahome.Theguestsroomswereexactly

howIwantedthemtobe.Themasterbedroom,I

triedtokeepitassimpleyetelegantaspossible.

Iwassittingaloneatthelounge.Thesemoronswent

toswimatthebeach.Its10minutesawayfromhere.

IreceivedanemailthatIshouldfetchmyiPhoneor

sendthemtheaddress.Yesinsomnialedmeinto

buyingaphoneonline.



IaskedKylietheaddressofthishouseandrelaxed

onthecouch.Allthisfurniturescreams"wealth"I

shouldsearchtheseDubes.Ihaven'teventoldThabi

amworkingfortheDubemanthatshe'ssoscared

of,he'snoteventhatbad.

Whatbugsmeisthathenevermentionedknowing

mefromsomewhere.Maybehe'splanningonkilling

me.

Shesenttheaddress.Iforwardedittothephone

people.

AndthenIvideocalledKylie. 

Kylie:"Learntomakeanappointmentbeforeface

timingpeople"Ilaughed. 

Me:"Aisuka.I'veseenyouuglier" 

Kylie:"Lookatyoulyingonthatcouchlikeyouown

it" 

Me:"That'sjealousyspeaking.Wannaseethe

transformation?" 

Kylie:"Pleasema'am"

Iswitchedthecameratorearview. 



Me:"AmnotsureifIshouldleavethetvhereorhave

itupthere.Imeanhehasdoubletroubleandyou

knowhowkidsabusethetv" 

Kylie:"Whereeveryouputititsokaybabe.Wowits

sobeautiful.Quintonshouldraisemysalary" 

Me:"Shouldn'tIbetheonesayingthat?" 

Kylie:"Didyoufindhimthebestdesignerintown?"I

chuckled."Ithoughtasmuch" 

Me:"Let'sgotothekitchen" 

Kylie:"Didn'tyouforgethisbarfridge?" 

Me:"Thatoneisasurprisedon'tworry" 

Kylie:"You'resomethingelse."Iopenedthefridge

"OhmyGod!Isthatafridge?" 

Me:"Yes"Iclosedit.Icoveredthedoorswiththe

samematerialasofthecupboards. 

Kylie:"GirlareyoutryingtomilkDubedry?Hewon't

havetopayyoulessthanamillionhere"Ilaughed.

She'salwaysexaggerating. 

Me:"Ilovethisstove" 



Kylie:"Youmuststayaweektherewithhimtoteach

himhowtouseit.Allhishouseshavegasstoves" 

Me:"Ohmy,really?Whydidn'tyoutellmetoinstall

one?" 

Kylie:"Heneedstofeeladifferentvibe." 

Me:"Thepantryismyfavorite.Youcan'ttellitisit.

I'mjustworriedthetwinswillhideinthere"she

laughed. 

Kylie:"Hemustkeepitlockedatalltimes"

Me:"He'saman.He'llforgetto.Tomorrowam

startingwiththenursery" 

Kylie:"Allthebestmylove" 

Me:"How'sdaddy?"

Kylie:"He'sgettingthere.Thanksforasking" 

Me:"Thatisgood."Amessagepoppedup.

'Heygirl.Whatareyoudoingthisevening?Ifigured

thatsinceKylieandQareoutoftown.Youmightbe

bored.Iwashopingwecouldgooutforsupper.

Nkule'Ididn'tevenknowshehadmynumbers. 



Me:"Nkulewantsustogooutforsupper" 

Kylie:"IwonderifshecooksatAll.Areyoudown?" 

Me:"Iguessso.Icoulddowithsomecompany.Mr

Dubethrewmeapitypartylastnight"welaughed.I

textedNkulebacktellingherI'mgame.

Kylie:"Hecanbesweetattimes.Youtoldhimyou

gotdumped?"

Me:"Yes.Ineededtovent.Ifeelabitbettertoday

butitkeepscrossingmymindandmyheartaches" 

Kylie:"Shamepoorthing.You'llbeok" 

Me:"Iguessso.Letmenotholdyouup." 

Kylie:"Okbaby.I'llcallyoulater" 

Me:"Okbye"

Ihungupandtextedtheguystocomeback.I

neededtogotothehotelandrestalittleandthen

preparefortheouting.

IgotanalertthatI'vebeenaddedonthegroup.

WhoevertaughtherWhatsAppwillnotmakeitto

heaven. 



Me:"Andthoseyouareremoving?"

Mom:"Iaddedthemngemistake.Itonlyshouldbe

you,AyandaandAkhona"

Isentthelaughingemojis. 

Mom:"Whyareyoucrying?"

Me:"Thatsalaughingemoji" 

Mom:"Itlookssadthough.WheredoIfindthem?"

Me:"Onyourleft.Clickonthesmilinghead" 

Mom:"Iwantanangryone"

Me:"Itsred.Nottheonethathasbluedrops"

Myphonerang.MrNzuza.I'msurprisedthisishis

firstcalltoday. 

Me:"Ithoughtyouforgotaboutme"

Nzuza:"Ihadbacktobackmeetings.Howareyou

myprincess?"

Me:"Amfine.Andyoumyking?"Hechuckled. 

Nzuza:"Amevenbetternow.Haven'tyouforgotten

aboutyourappointmentwiththetherapist"ughhell!



Me:"Idon'tneedit" 

Nzuza:"Yolanda" 

Me:"Amseriousbaba.You'reallthetherapyI

needed.Iamfinereally" 

Nzuza:"Didyoujustsaybaba?"DidI?

Me:"Maybe"

Nzuza:"Youhavenoideahowmuchthatmeansto

memylove.Shallyoufeellikeyouneedsomeoneto

talkto,hitherup,okay?"

Me:"Okay."

Nzuza:"Whenareyougettingyourdriverslicense?"

Me:"SoonasIfinishthishouse.Youplanningon

buyingmeacar?"

Nzuza:"Aren'tyougoingtobuyityourselfkantina

ntombam?"

Me:"Iwillbutin5years.Istillwannabuildmy

motheradecenthome" 

Nzuza:"I'mproudofYou"



Me:"Thankyou."Thewallphonerang."Iwillcallyou

latermadala"

Nzuza:"Yeyamstillfresh" 

Me:"Inyourdreamsmyking.Bye"helaughed. 

Nzuza:"Byeputsununu" 

Ihungupandrushedtothephone.

Me:"Uhm...hello"howdoesoneevenanswerthese?

"MaVilakazipleaseopenthegatefortheguysfrom

thesecuritycompany.BabNkomoisnotatthe

gate" 

Me:"MrDube.Hi.Iwill.Theydidn'tringthehouse.

Didyoutravelwell?"

Q:"YesIdidthankyou.Tellthemnottoinstall

camerasinthemasterbedroom"

Me:"IwillSir"

Q:"How'stheheartache?"Ilaughed. 

Me:"Itsgettingbetter.Thepitypartydidthetrick" 

Q:"Doyouneedmorewine?" 



Me:"Nothanks.Ijustneedagoodread"

Q:"I'llbuyyouawholelibraryifyoumakemyhouse

whatIwantittobe" 

Me:"Iwillbewaitingformylibrary"hechuckled. 

Q:"Takecare." 

Me:"Thanks.Youdotoo"

Ihungup.Iforgottoaskhowhisbrotheris.I

rememberedIhavetoletthesecuritypeoplein.He

installscameras?Iwon'tbeabletodanceanymore.

Iwaitedbythemaindoor.Ifonlythiswasmyhouse.

I'dbestandingherewearingonlyleggings,tanktop

andflopsholdingaglassofexpensivecoldwinein

myhandnottomentionhavingmyfreehandrunning

throughmy36inchBrazilianweave.

Thedoorbellrang.Iopened.Wow!BreatheYoli

Breathe.

Actcool.Moveoffthedoorandletthemin.He

smiled.OhMyGod!Focus!

Me:"Afternoongentlemen.I'mdeeplysorryfor

keepingyouwaiting.Ihadnoideayouhadarrived" 



Him:"NoproblemMrsDube.MrDubetoldus"I

chuckled. 

Me:"IamYolandaVilakazi.NotMrsDube" 

Him:"Ohhmybad.IamTyson.ThisisAubreyand

Senzo,mycoworkers"eyecandies.Darkandvery

handsome.Dressedonfuckboyuniform.Theyare

thetypetoadmirefromafar.TheyaretheguysMr

Dubewarnedmeabout.

Me:'Nicetomeetyougentlemen.Youmaybegin

withyourmagic.MrDuberequestedthatyoudonot

installanycamerasinthemasterbedroom" 

Senzo:"Andhowarewegoingtotellthatthisisa

masterbedroom.AmsorrybutI'mnotasangoma"

hehasastinkingassattitude. 

Me:"Masterbedroomsareusuallybigaren'tthey?Or

you'veneverseenone?Theoneofthishousehold

hastwodoors.Soyoudonotopenthatroom"

Ileftthemstandingtheregoingbacktothelounge.I

hatepeoplelikehim.Hethinksthisishisparent's

world.



Isatdownonthecouchandswitchedonthetv. 

Tysonappeared. 

Tyson:"I'msorryaboutthat.Hetendstobelikethat

attimes" 

Me:"Wellitsnotattractivebutitsokay"

Tyson:"Canyoupleasechargeforme?"

Me:"Yeahsure"

Itookitandconnectedittothecharger.Hevanished.

Itookmine.Therewere80messagesfromthe

groupmommycreated.Theywereallfromher.GodI

needstrength.

BabNkomo:"Nkosazane" 

Me:"Baba.Howareyou?"

BabNkomo:"I'mfinemychild.Thiscameforyou"

Ijumpedup.Itishere. 

Me:"Thankyou.Youweren'tatthegatefewminutes

ago"

BabNkomo:"Iwasatthehouseopposite.Thatboy



beatsthatpoorchild.Ihadtostaythereuntilthe

policearrive.CarefullychooseyourmenNkosazana

orstaysingle"heseemeddisturbedbythis."This

worldhasnomananymorebutjustruthless

animals" 

Me:"Iamnotevenlookingforwardintomarriage" 

BabNkomo:"Theydon'tonlybeatthosetheyare

marriedtobuteventhegirlfriends" 

Me:"Nothingbeatsbeingopentoredflags." 

BabNkomo:"Iguessso.Whendidthesecurity

companyarrive?Isawtheircaroutside" 

Me:"Afewminutesago" 

BabNkomo:"Ok.Itlooksbeautifulhere" 

Me:"Thankyou" 

BabNkomo:'Ihopeyouexpandthisintoahuge

business.Thoseboysareyourrideordie" 

Me:"Iwillbaba.Induetime.I'mverygratefulfor

them" 

BabNkomo:"Letmeleaveyoutoopenyourgift.



Maybeitsabomb"

Ilaughed.Heheadedout.Iwenttothekitchentothe

getaknife.

Iopenedit.Thisisadreamcomingtrue.Itooka

pictureofitandsenttothegroupthentomyking.

Mom:"Itlookslikemine"what?

Me:"youhaveaniphone?"

Mom:"Yes.Uswabilechildofblackcards?" 

Me:"OhmyGod.He'stheonethatgaveyou?"

Mom:"Yes.Heowesme.Hehadnomoneytopay

forbreakfastsohegavemehisphone" 

Me:"What?Youhavearestaurantnow?"

Mom:"ByeFelicia"

Icalledher.Shedidnotpickup.Aibothiswoman...

***

Ididalittleshoppingearlier.Therewasthismakeup

brandbeingpromotedsoIgotmyselfafacebeat.I

boughttheirfoundation,lipstickandmascara.Those



aretheonlythingsIcanuseinmakeup.

IwantedtotakeanuberbutLwandleinsistedon

drivingmetoEMhlanga.Itwasmoreaboutthecar

thanwantingtomakesureI'msafe.

NkulesaidI'llfindheratTasha's.Theydroppedme

offthereanddroveofftoonlyLordknowswhere.I

keptprayingtheydon'tcrashit.

I'veneverbeentoaplacethisclassy.Whitepeople

scaretheshitoutofme.

Ihavemyhabitofrockingadresswithsneakers.I

alwaysappeartobeveryhotthough.Ilookedlike

goalstoday.

Ispottedhersittingalonedrinkingwhatever. 

Me:"Hi" 

Sheraisedhereyes.Shelookedrathersurprised. 

Nkule:"You...youlookstunning.Ididn'tknowyou

woremakeup"shehadhersnicelydone. 

Me:"Amnotmuchonit.Ididthisoneatthemall" 

Nkule:"Wowitsbeautiful.Youmaytakeaseat"



Ipulledachairandsatdown.Awaitercamearound.

Iorderedwaterwithlemon.I'vereadaboutiton

booksandseenitontv.Theyalwaysorderitfirst. 

Me:"Yourbellylooksbiggertoday"

Nkule:"YesterdayIwashungry.Doyouhavea

child?"

Me:"No" 

Nkule:"Mmmh.Iwasthinkingwewillbegoingout

untilKyliecomesbackbutIgotacallfromQuinton

thatIneedtorushtoJo'burg" 

Me:"Yourhusbandlet'syoutravel?"Igotservedmy

water."Thankyou"

Nkule:"Whenitinvolvesfamilyyoucanneversayno.

TheDubesarelikemysecondfamily" 

Me:"Thatisgood" 

Herfocusshiftedtomyhands. 

Nkule:"Isthathiswatch?" 

Me:"Ohyeah.Heprobablyforgotitontopofthe

coffeetable." 



Nkule:"Doesheknowyou'rewearingit?He'svery

territorialifyouaskme" 

Me:"Nohedoesn'tknowbutIwilltellhimwhenhe

getsback.Whatisyourprofession?"I'mnothereto

talkaboutmyboss.

Nkule:"IhaveanEducationdegreebutneverreally

practised.Youknowgrowinguphavingeverything

andthenfindingamanwhoprovidesforyou" 

Me:"Nice.Youshouldgetyourselfajobbeforeyou

startbakingsconesandmakingsupperforaliving"

shelaughed. 

Nkule:"Quintonwouldgocrazy.Canyoubelievethat

hemovedthissidebecauseofme,lefthisfamily

andcompanyjusttobeclosetome"there'sno

dodgingthistopic.

Me:"Why?" 

Nkule:"Ithinkhecan'tgetoverus" 

Me:"Youusedtodate?"Shenodded."Ohmy.Why

didyoubreakup?"

Nkule:"Weweredoinganostringsattachedkinda



thingie,Iwasengagedatthetimebuthehadnoidea

aboutthat.Hecaughtfeelingsandthedayhecame

toconfessisthedaymyhusbandwastoarrive.The

2lastweeksofourarrangementwebothcouldfeel

thatitwasnowmorethananostringsattached.We

wereinlove.Youshould'veseenhowhecriedand

beggedmetobreakofftheengagement."She

cheatedonherfiance?Womencheattoo?

Me:"Shamepoorthing."Icouldimaginehimcrying.

I'dlaughtillIfart. 

Nkule:"Itwasreallyhard.Butthenhefoundhisbaby

mamawholaterondied.Hecametoconfessagain

thathe'sneverlovedandneverwilllovesomeone

morethanhelovesme." 

Me:"Thetwinsmotherpassedon?" 

Nkule:"Yes.ShewasgunneddownendofDecember.

Itwasalloverthenews"forsomeoddreasonsmy

heartached. 

Me:"He'sgoingthroughalot" 

Nkule:"Ohplease.Heneverlovedheranyway,he

madeitclearthatitwasallaboutsexandthat,that's



whatit'llalwaysbeaboutwitheverywomanhe

meets" 

Me:"Allbecausehelovesyou?" 

Nkule:"Iguessso" 

Me:"Hehasn'tfoundthatonewoman."Icalledfor

thewaiter. 

Nkule:"He'sdatedmodels,actressesandmany

morehotandsuccessfulwomen" 

Me:"Thewomanthatwillbreakhiswallswillcome

fromnowhere"

Sheseemedunsettledbythat.Ihatepeoplelikeher.

She'shappyhe'sholdingontoherwhileshe's

married.Healsocouldn'tlovethewomanwhobear

himchildrenbecauseofher?Menarecrazy.

Nkule:"Let'sorder"

Ipickedmynewphoneuptocheckuponmyidiots.

Shelookedcloseratit."Isthathispetrolcard?" 

Iturnedmyphone. 

Me:"Oh.yesitis" 



Nkule:"Don'ttellmeyoutookitwithouthis

permissiontoo" 

Me:"No.Heborrowedmehiscar" 

Nkule:"ThenewX7?" 

Me:"Yes" 

Nkule:"He'ssogenerouswithhisemployees" 

Me:"Alot.He'ssweet"

Shefaintlysmiled. 

Nkule:"Yourboyfrienddoesn'tmind?" 

Me:"Idon'thaveaboyfriend"

Thewaiterfinallycame.Weplacedourordersand

continuedchatting.MetryingtoavoidQuinton's

nametopop.Thisfeltnothinglikeanormalsupper

date.Itfeltlikea"DiscussQuintonDube"session.I

nowneedwine...
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[Unedited]

It'sbeenaverybusy3days.IamhappyI'mdonebut

sadthatwe'releavinginafewdays.Myonlyfriends

abandonedme.Iwilldieofboredomtoday.

Igotoffthecouch.TvistheworstonMondays.I

placedthecerealbowlonthesinkandpouredjuice.

Thedoorflewopen.Iscreamedandflewtoher.I

huggedthelivingdaylightsoutofher. 

Kylie:"Let'sthankGodIhavestrongbones"

Iletgoofher. 

Me:"Aisuka.Iwassulkingherethinkingofhow

boredIwillbe" 

Kylie:"TrustmeIwasn'tcomingbacktodaybutIam

anemployeeandIhavemydutieswhichinclude

goingtoEmhlangatocheckifIshoulddepositthis

paymentornot" 

Me:"Whydon'tyouinvitesomeonedifferent.Idon't



trustyourjudgement" 

Kylie:"Iamaverygoodjudgeifyouaskme."I

chuckled. 

Me:"Sowhattimeareyougoingthere?" 

Kylie:"Afterwegrabbreakfast" 

Me:"Areyoutakingmeout?" 

Kylie:"Yesbabes.Gochange" 

Me:"Morelike.Gobath?" 

Kylie:"Its9amYoli" 

Me:"YesandIjustwokeup"

Isaidwalkingawaytothebathroom.

Kylieistheworst.Shehadmerunningaroundlikea

headlesschicken.Thefinalresultsweremewearing

aaskirtandacroptop.Me...havingmystomachout

fortheworldtosee.Idon'tlikeKylie.Atall.

Kylie:"Whendidmycardslipout?" 

Me:"Nope!Thisismine." 

Kylie:"Yours?" 



Me:"Yes.MrDubelefthiscarwithme" 

Kylie:"Godisgoodbecauseweweregoingtocatch

anuberbutnowyoumoghelistakingusto

Westville" 

Me:"AndI,mogheldoesn'thavealicense" 

Herwholefaceturnedintoshock. 

Kylie:"Andhowoldisyoumoghel?" 

Me:"Turning22inJunethankyou" 

Kylie:"Ineedapsychologist.Let'sgo"

Itookmybag.Ihadtobealadytoday.Ievenapplied

mynewfoundationandmascarathenzambukon

mylips.Donotlookatmelikethat,ittreatsmylips

good.IfonlyIhadaboyfriendtokissthem.

Iadjustedthecrop.Sheslappedmyhand.

Ilockedthenoffwewenttotheundergroundparking

tooccupyMrDube'scar.

Wedroveaboutclosetoanhour.Wefinallyarrived

atthisrestaurant.

Wescoredourselvesatableandsatdown.This



wasn'tbreakfastanymorebutlunch.Itwascloseto

12pm.

Herphonerang.IreadthroughtheMenu,nomeal

costlessthanaR50.Daylightrobbery.

Kylie:"Thatwasmyboyfriend.He'ssuchabigbaby.

He'scatchingflu"

Me:"Sohe'scryingtoyou?" 

Kylie:"Yes.Hewouldn'tdarecrytohisgqwirhi

mother"Ilaughed.I'venoticedhowmuchshe

doesn'thermotherinlaw. 

Me:"Hhaibothat'syourmotherinlaw"

Kylie:"Ohplease.Thismenuissuperb."

Wecalledonthewaiter. 

Kylie:"Uhm.Canwehavefullchicken,marinated

withspicyherbsandmidchillisauce,ribs,greek

saladandrolls" 

Me:"Thatisforbothofusright?" 

Kylie:"No" 

Me:"Afullchicken?" 



Kylie:"Order.Don'tkeeptheotherchildwaiting"

Iordered.Whatiswrongwithher?

Ourbeveragescamefirst.

...

Didsheeveneatthatchicken?Nope!

WearrivedattheDubehousehold.Ihadalittlechit

chatwithBabNkomoasalways.

IfoundKylietalkingonthephone. 

Kylie:"Ohheresheis."Sheloweredthephonetomy

face. 

Me:"MrDube" 

Q:"Iwasexpectingpaintonyourface" 

Me:"Wellyouexpectedwrong.Doyoulikethe

house?" 

Q:"Youdeservethatlibrarykid.I'mjustsadIcan't

seethenursery" 

Me:"Wedon'twannaspoilthesurprise.Dowe?" 

Q:"Iguessnot.Uhmwait...Kylietellsmethestoveis



electronic" 

Me:"YesSiritisandIcouldchangeitifyouwant" 

Q:"ItsbeautifulbutI'veneverusedonebefore.I

havenocluehowtouseit" 

Kylie:"Itoldhershe'llhavetostayhereandteach

you" 

Me:"Don'tworry.Kyliewillteachyou" 

Q:"I'dratherburnthathousedown.She'snotpatient.

You'reabadteacherKylie" 

Kylie:"Well.ThanksZebra.We'regoingupstairs

now" 

Me:"Byebye.I'mgonnastayhereandmakemyself

coffee"

Q:"There'scoffee?"

Kyliesnatchedawaythecellphone.Ilaughed. 

Kylie:"Yes.Hercoffee.Theonethatshe'sleaving

withtoday"

Shesaidgoingaway.Ichuckledandwalkedto

kitchen.IboiledwaterandtookoutmyphonethatI



hadnottouchedtoday.

IfoundapleasecallmefromLwandleandtherest

ofthem.

IcalledNkosi. 

Nkosi:"Sisi.Youshouldcomejoinus" 

Me:"Whereareyou?" 

Nkosi:"Idon'tknowbutallIcouldtellyouisthat.It's

fun" 

Me:"Areyoudrinking?" 

Nkosi:"Yeswewerebutwe'vestoppednow.Areyou

coming?" 

Me:"Maybe.Don'tloseyourphones.Bye"

Igavethemmycard.Theycanaffordboozebutnot

airtime?.Thesehumans.

Imadecoffeeandputicecubesonit.Itstoohotto

burnmyselfup.Iscrolleddownmyfeed.Morefriend

requestsandmorefollowers.EachdayIgotto

answerhowmuchismyservice,itreallydepends.

The3peopleIhaveworkedfortheygavemetheir



cardstobuywhateverisneeded.SoifIhavetouse

myownmoneyI'dprobablycostthemanarmanda

leg.AtCeliwe'shouseIusedalmostR30000and

here,IusedapproximatelyR80000.Imagineifthat

wasmyownmoney,I'dhaveexpectedaR500000

thousandpayment,keepingitinmindthatIstillhave

tosplititwiththeguys.

Kylie:"Girl.TheDubeaccountscan'tbeaccessed" 

Me:"How?"

Kylie:"ApparentlyQuintonwithdrewalargesumof

money3daysinarowandtheaccountsarefreezed

buthe'sonitdon'tworry.HesaidImusttransferat

leasthalfofyourpaymentandthenwe'lltransferthe

restwhentheaccountsareokay"herphonebeeped.

"Ohitsactuallyacheque.I'llforwardittoyoujust

now" 

Me:"Thankyou.Inthatwaywecanbeoutofhere

tomorrow"

Kylie:"Whysosoon?" 

Me:"Imisshome" 



Kylie:"Sothisishowitends?"

Me:"Don'tdothat." 

Kylie:"IthoughtyouandIarefriends"

Me:"WeareandIsaidI'mgoinghomeIdidnotsayI

amcuttingoffourfriendship"shesmiled."You'rea

foolbutIloveyouanyway" 

Kylie:"Iknow.Whatarewegoingtodowithourlives

now?" 

Me:"Theguysaresomewherehavingfun.Wecould

jointhem"

Kylie:"Let'sgothen."Shepaused"Orweshouldjust

gotothesalonanddosomethingaboutourafros" 

Me:"Ourhairlooksgorgeous" 

Kylie:"Yesbutwearegoinganyway.Whatareyou

gonnado?Iwantsomeweave" 

Me:"Cornrowswilldo"

Kylie:"Let'sgo.Doyougetthecheque?"

Me:"Letmecheck"Ismiled."Notonlymythighsand

assarefat.Soismybankaccount.Butthisismore



thantheamountIcharged"

Kylie:"BeingaDubeemployeeislikethat.Ithink

theydon'tknowwhattodowithit.Lethimsend

another100k."

Ilaughed.

Me:"Thatwouldbedaylightrobbery.The20kI'll

takeasthebonus." 

Kylie:"Justpaytheguys.Letthemgetthetasteof

havingrealmoney" 

Me:"Iwill,latertoday"

Shewinkedatme.SometimesIthinkshe'sattracted

tome.

***

IhateKylieandmycrew.Oursalondateledusinto

thateventthatnoneofushadnoideawhatitis.We

dranklikethere'snotomorrow,I'mjustalittle

Ntombenhle.Imustadmit.Daddydearestcalledand

saidsomethingaboutseeingmetoday.GodknowsI

amnotupforthat.Ican'tevengetoutofthisbed!

"Isitsafetocomein?"Fuckno!



ItriedgettingoutofbedbutIfelloff.Iamcrippled.

Q:"Yoli?" 

Me:"Don'tcomeinI'monmyundies" 

Thedooropened.Ialwaysknewhe'sarapist.I

quicklypulledtheduvet."Areyoukiddingme?" 

Q:"No.Ineedtogetdressed.Iwanttogotothemall.

Ican'tgoinmybvd" 

Me:"Here?" 

Q:"Haven'tyounoticedthisisn'tyourroom?"I

lookedaround.Shit."Yes."Whyisheconfidently

standingovermeinhisboxers?Whyisheeven

callingboxersbvds?GodIwannadie.Ishutmy

eyes. 

Q:"Iwillgetyoumedsokay.Youlooklikeyoujust

survivedtornadoinEgypt" 

Me:"Thanks.Whateverthatmeans"

Hechuckled.ItriedtogetupsoonasIheardthe

doorclose.

I'mnoteveninmyundies.Ipickedmyjacketupand



tookawalkofshametomyroom. 

Kylie:"Hey!!!"Shewavedfromacouch.Whyisshe

lookingfresh?

Me:"Pleasetalktothehand"

Kylie:"IwarnedbutyousaidYOLO."

Me:"Iwasdrunkalready.Youshould'vetriedharder" 

Kylie:"I'msorry.Iwillnexttime" 

Me:"Noneed.Thiswasthelasttime"

Amessagecamethrough.ThankGodIdidn'tloseit.

Mmmhmoneyinisenoughtobringasmileintomy

face.IleftthecrazyKylieandwenttomyroom.I

strippednakedandheadedfortheshower.Heslept

here.Thepillowsareallover.MenneedJesus.

Itransferredthemoneytotheguysandsoaked

myself.

Ishouldbegoinghometodaybutnope.Ican'tshow

uplookinglikethis,mymotherwouldscreamher

lungsout.

Igotoutofthetubfeelingfresh.Myheadhadtoned



downabit.Iappliedlotionanddressedup.

Itookmyphoneandwentout. 

Me:"Kylie?"Herbagwasn'tinsight.Ihatethishabit.

'Nogoodbye?'Isenttoherandcheckedfor

breakfastingredients.

'Iwenttochange.WhatshouldIbringforbreakfast?'

Me:'Everything'

Thefridgehadnothingappetizing.Ifixedmyself

coffeeandsatdown.

Facebooknotification.AfriendrequestfromTyson

Sibanda.Iaccepted.Howdidhefindme?Whocares!

Aninboxcamethrough.

Him:'Heybeautiful.ThisisTysonIhopeyoustill

rememberme.Ihavebeenlookingforyouthen

finallytodayGodrememberedIaminsearchofmy

futureMrsSibandathenboomyouappeared.CanI

haveyournumbers?"

Igaveoutthenumbers.Ineedsomefun.Second

boyfriendwon'thurt....uhmthirdactually.



HeinvitedmeonWhatsApp.Whataplayer!

Butitdoesn'tmattercausewebothplaying.

"Tellmeyou'renotdatingthisfoolorevendatingat

all.Areyoutryingtohaveyourheartbroken?"I

jumped.Whatonearth! 

Me:"MrDubeIamveryfatandmighthaveaheart

diseasesosneakinguponmeisn'tgood" 

Q:"Wellinthatcasestoptalkingordatingboyslike

thisSibandaboy" 

Me:"Uhmwithallduerespect-" 

Q:"Blockhim"Ilaughed."I'mnotkidding.He'sshit

liketherestofthem.Hehas6differentbabymamas

andaveryshittyjob.Hedoesn'ttakecareofatleast

onechildandyou'reheresmilingathistextslikea

retard.Yoliyou'retoogoodforsomeonelikehim" 

Me:"Welllove-" 

Q:"You're22.Youknownothingaboutlove.There's

nolovewiththesepantsdroppingboys.Allthey

wantissex" 

Me:"We'renotdating" 



Q:"Good.TellhimtonevertextyouagainorI'llkill

him"whyishesoundinglikemyparent?

Ilaughed. 

Me:"Iwill." 

Q:"Now" 

Me:"YesI'monit."

Hegavememymedsandwater."Thankyou"

Heservedmefoodandsatonthecouchopposite. 

Q:"Yolanda" 

Me:"Sir?"Hechuckledbutthenquicklyswitchedto

hisseriousscaryface. 

Q:"Doyouseewhereyou'reheading?" 

Me:"Yes" 

Q:"Youronlydistractiontoyourdestinationwillbea

boy.Theselowlivesboysdon'twantwomenwith

greatjobslikeyou.Theyalwayswantwomentofall

underthem.Ifyoufeeltheneedtodate,date

someonewhowillnotfeelthreatenedbyyourbank

account.Ihopeyoudonottakethisthewrongway.I



careaboutyoukid" 

Me:"Thankyou.Iwasn'tevengonnadatehim,we

werejustgoingtohavefun"hefrowned.Ichuckled

"Nonotthatfun.Thetextingfun"

Hesmiled. 

Q:"Eat.We'regoingtothehouse.Ican'twaitformy

surprise" 

Me:"Ohthere'sthat.Ialmostlefttoday" 

Q:"Why?"

Me:"Myjobhereisdone" 

Q:"Thatdoesn'tmeanleave.YoucanstayhereIwill

continuetopay"

Me:"You'reverygenerousMrDubebutthankyou.I

wannagohomeandthenJo'burgformy

graduation" 

Q:"Jo'burg?Areyougoingtocomebackafter

graduation?"

Me:"Chancesareslim.Iwannasettlethere"

Q:"Notsofast.4ofmyfriendswouldlikeyoutodo



theirhousestoo,Ishouldn'tbetellingyouthisbut

yeah" 

Me:"Oh.Iwillstayhometilltheyneedmyservice

then" 

Q:"That'snotnecessary.Youcanstaywithmeatmy

house"

Me:"You'vedoneenoughalready.Youletmestay

here,Ieatyourfood,borrowedmeyourcar.Itsalot" 

Q:"Whenareyoudoingyourdriver'slicense?"

Idon'tremembertellinghimthat. 

Me:"WhenIgethome" 

Q:"Whenyougetit.YoucancomeandtaketheX7"

Me:"Topracticewithit?" 

Q:"Nokid.It'sagiftandI'llborrowyoutheDube

petrolcardforayear.OhJesusdon'tdoit.Yoli..."

Icouldn'tstopthemfromfalling."WhatdoIdoNow?

Hugyou?"

Myvoicewouldn'tcomeout.Hegotupandcameto

hugme.



Imovedoff. 

Me:"Idon'tknowwhattosay" 

Q:"Don'tsayanything.Ilovewhatyoudidatmygirls

roomandthemasterbedroom.I'msorryIwentthere

butIcouldn'thelpit.Thankyou" 

Me:"Iwasdoingmyjob"

Q:"Yourjobisincrediblyamazing"

There'ssomethingabouthiseyes.They'refullof

mixedemotions.Idon'twhyhewasstaringdeep

intomyeyesbutforsomeoddreasonsIwasstaring

back.

Thedoorswungopen. 

Nkule:"Ithoughtyousaidshe'sachild.Quintonwhat

areyouplayingat?" 

Q:"Gotoyourroom.I'llcallyouwhenwe'releaving" 

Nkule:"Nositdown.Isthiswhyyouwerewearing

hiswatch?Ican'tbelievethis.Whydon'tdatemen

yourageandyourleague?" 

Me:"What?WhyonearthwouldIdateamanthat



lovesonlyyou?Don'tdothis.You'reembarrasing

yourself" 

Nkule:"Bitchplease" 

Me:"Isthatwhyyouinvitedmetothatdate?You

thoughtwe'redating?" 

Nkule:"Quinton.Don'tjustsitthere,ifyouaren't

datingwhyareyouholdingeachother?"

Hestillhadhisonearmaroundme.Igotupandleft

themthere.Icouldhearhershouting.Isn'tthis

womanmarried?
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Itsbeen4weeksandbythegraceofGodIhave

managedtodoalotinthatperiod.Thehouseis

finished,itsonlyleftformetotofurnitureit.The

advantageofhiringaconstructioncompany,they

areveryfast.



Mymother!Shenolongerspeakstoourneighbors

becauseshenowhasabetterhouseandafenced

homeandherdaughterhasacar.I'vetriedtotellher

she'sbeingunreasonablebutshebroughtupallthe

timestheymistreatedherandlaughedathowpoor

sheis.Idon'tunderstandherheart.

ShenolongerevengoestodrinkKwaMbathashe

drinksfromhomenow.Nzuzaboughtherahugetv

andDSTVsoIguessitsoneofthereasonsshe

nolongerleaveshome.

OhandIfinallygotmylicense.Ifetchedityesterday.

MydaddydidnotlikethatwhoeverIwasworkingfor

gavemeacar.Mymomplayedalongonmylie

sayingitsawomanbutIknowifIeverupsether

she'lltellhimitsaman.

AndforsomeoddreasonsI'vecaughtaveryweird

vibeaboutQlately.Hecallsmethroughouttheday,

preachingabouthowmuchhemissesme.Heeven

sendsmecuteselfiesatwork.Andconstantlyasks

ifIhaveaboyfriendnowandtellsmethatIshould

remainsingleuntilIhaveopenedmybusiness

becauseboyswillmakemelosefocus.



Myphonenotified. 

Kylie:"Ican'twaittoseeyou"Ichuckled.Herandher

bossaretheonlyDurbanfriendsIhave. 

Me:"Arewegoingout?" 

Kylie:"Nope!Butwe'rehavinganindoorpicnic.

QuintonisinJo'burg" 

Me:"Athishouse?" 

Kylie:"Yesbaby.Itsspacious.Justwhatweneedfor

aperfectSundaynight.Didyoufindanapartment?" 

Me:"Yes.Mydaddidthethings.ItsinWestville" 

Kylie:"MineisinPineTown,isn'tthatamazing!'

Me:"Itisifyounotgoingtocorruptme"

Itrang.Ilaughed. 

Me:"Heybabe" 

Kylie:"Whatdoyoumeancorruptyou?" 

Me:"Yeswithwines"welaughed. 

Kylie:"Icutdowndrinking.JustcomeIwilltellyou

aboutitall" 



Me:"Okay.LetmecookformommyfirstthenIwill

hittheroad"

Kylie:"Okaybye"

Ihungup.TherewasapleasecallmefromSbo.I

reallycan'twithhimandpleasecallme.Icalledhim. 

Sbo:"Sisi"

Me:"Doyoueverbuyairtime?" 

Sbo:"Yes.WemighthaveanothersolidjobeNanda.

Mycousinisopeningashop"

Me:"Thatisgreat.I'mgoingtoDurbantoday

anyway" 

Sbo:"Ok.Iwillgivehimyournumbers" 

Me:"Oksweets.Bye"

Ifinallybeganwithmychopping.Ioncehadafriend

calledThabi,whateverhappenedtoher.

TheQueenofthehouseenteredlookingasbeautiful

asever.She'snolongerthemotherIknew.She's

vibrantandalwayshappy,herphonehaspassword,

shealwaysuploadssomefreshselfiesonherstatus.



She'sglowing. 

Mama:"Whatareyoumaking?"

Me:"Mutton" 

Mama:"Makebeef,Samdoesn'teatmutton"andyes.

Idon'tknowwhathappenedbutapparentlyshe's

friendswithNzuzanow.Hecomesbyalmostevery

weekend. 

Me:"Ibetternothavealittlebrotherorsister" 

Mama:"Don'tworryhehasdiabetes" 

Me:"Meaning?"Sherolledhereyesandtookouta

glassandherbrownbottle.

Mama:"Hisspermisweak" 

Me:"What?Youguysarehaving...ohGod" 

Shelaughed. 

Mama:"Youcansayit.You're22" 

Me:"DearLordpleasemakemeunhearthis" 

Mama:"Aren'tyouhavingsex?" 

Me:"Areyoureallyaskingmethat?" 



Mama:"OfcourseIam.Areyou?" 

Me:"NtombenhleVilakaziIamnotgoingtoanswer

thatquestion" 

Mama:"YourfatherandIweretalkingofmaking

umhlonyaneandumemuloforyou"Ineverthought

I'dseethedayshereferstohimas"Yourfather"not

"thatmanordog" 

Me:"Thatisnice.SoifI'mhavingsexyouwon'tdo

it?" 

Mama:"Wewillbutonlyifyouaren'tpregnant" 

Me:"WellI'mnotpregnant" 

Mama:"Thatisgood." 

Me:"Ayandaisalsocomingover" 

Mama:"Whattimeareyougoingtoleavekanti?" 

Me:"5pm.Istillhavetimetocookandhavelunch

withyouguys" 

Mama:"Wouldn'tthatbetoolate?"

Me:"Nope.Thatcarissafe" 



Mama:"Hhaisuka.Let'scook,tellAyandatocome

early.By3pmyoushouldbeleavingIdon'twantyou

todrivealoneatnight" 

Me:"Yesma'am"

Ipassedontheveggiestoher. 

Mama:"DoyouknowthatIamproudofyou?" 

Me:"No.You'venevertoldme" 

Mama:"Iamproudofyou.You'restrong.You're

nothinglikeme.Andtobehonest,I'mjealous.

DespiteofallthehellIputyouthroughyouwentout

thereandfoughtforthebrightfutureyou'vealways

envisioned.Herewearetodaysittingonour

beautifulkitchen,abeautifulkitchenI'veonlyseen

onmagazines,youbuiltahouse.TobehonestI

expectedyoutoneverlookbackwhenyoufinally

haveyourlifetogetherbutyouprovedmewrong" 

Me:"There'snoneedtomakemecry" 

Mama:"Iamproudofbothyou.You'rethebest

thingsthathaseverhappenedtome.IamsorryI

madeyoupayforyourdaddy'ssins.Ishould'vebeen



abettermother"Iwipedhertears.

Me:"I'mjustgladyoudidn'tabortmemoghel.AndI

amgratefulyouputmethroughthathellmaybeI

wouldn'thavelookedforwardtosuchfuture.I

forgiveyou,nowmaywepleasecontinuecooking?"

Shechuckledthroughtears. 

Mama:"Yes."Ismiledandwenttothestovetostir

thepap."Yourdadcalledmebaeyesterday,hedid

againthismorning"aretheyreallycheatingonhis

wifeagain? 

Me:"Itssortoflikebabe" 

Mama:"Hhahe'scrazy.I'mnothissbae.Canyou

believethathe'shittingonme?" 

Me:"Who?" 

Mama:"Sam.He'sgonnahavetoworkhardifhe

reallywantsmetobehiswomanagain." 

Me:"Ithoughtyousaidy'allaredoingadultthings"

shelaughed.

Mama:"Aisuka.Irespectmyselfenoughtosleep

withamarriedmannow." 



Me:"That'sgoodthen.SoMamaZumaborrowedthe

bigpot" 

Mama:"She'scrazywithcrackedfeet.Shewas

chasingmeawaywithabasintoaskformaizemeal

just6monthsago.Nxletmegotellher"Iheldher

down. 

Me:"I'mkiddingchill" 

Mama:"YaziYolimyonlyneighborhereis

Nkosazana." 

Me:"They'llbewitchyou" 

Mama:"Prayerdefeatsanything" 

Me:"Youpray?" 

Mama:"Yes.JustbecauseIdonotgotochurch

doesnotmeanIdonottalktomyGod.AndIwould

gotochurchbuthavingyourmamamfundisiasface

ofthechurchmesseswithmyhead.Howdoyoulet

holyspiritinwhilelookingatthat?"Ilaughed. 

Me:"She'saniceperson" 

Mama:"Wellherfaceisn'tnice"



Me:"Maramama" 

Mama:"Maybesheisn'tuglybutherfaceisjustabit

hardtogetusedto" 

Me:"I'mdonewithyoulady."Myphonebeeped."Did

youlockthegate?" 

Mama:"Yes" 

Me:"Samishere.Wherearethekeys?" 

Mama:"Ontopofthecoffeetable"

Iwalkedout....

...

Ayandaarrivedwithhercreche.Thebabyboyis

grownandveryhandy.Nzuzaisdoingthemost

aboutthefatherrole.Ayandascoredherselfanother

card.Thismanhasnoideawhattodowithhis

money.Somematerialthatbuiltthehousewas

boughtwithhisblackcard.Ifeellikeheislivinga

doublelifenow.Iprayeachnighthiswifedoesn'tdo

whatshe'sfamousof.

Thefamilylunchwentbytoofast.Ihatedthefact

thatIhadtoleave.IwantedtopostponebutI



couldn't.Kyliewasexpectingmewithredeyes.

Me:"IwishIdidn'thavetoleave" 

Nzuza:"Youcanleavetomorrow" 

Me:"Ican't.Ialreadyhaveplanswithmyfriend" 

Mama:"Aslongnotasyouwon'tbedrinking" 

Me:"Nope.Wejustgonnagossip" 

Ayanda:"Whenarevisitorsallowed?" 

Me:"Anytime.Letmegogetmybags" 

Nzuza:"I'llputtheminacarforyou" 

Me:"Thankyousir"

Ifetchedthem. 

Mama:"Yolanda.Didyoujustpackeverything?"

Me:"No.Ileftsomeclothes" 

Ayanda:"Thatluggageistoobigitslikeyou'renever

comingback"thisluggageisn'ttoobig. 

Me:"Youguysarebeingdramatic"

Theywalkedmeout. 



Mama:"Don'tspeedokay?" 

Me:"Ofcourse"

Ayanda:"Yoli.Speedkills" 

Me:"Iknow" 

Nzuza:"Putthatteddyontheback"nope!Thisisthe

firstteddyeverinmylife.MrDubeboughtitforme

onValentine'sday.Ifetcheditatthepostofficewith

aboxofchocolates.Hesaidtheywereformy

brokenheart. 

Me:"NoIpreferforittobehere" 

Mama:"You'repossessed" 

Me:"Thankyouandgoodbye" 

Nzuza:"Fastentheseatbelt"Itotallyforgotaboutit. 

Me:"Thankyou.Byeguys" 

Mama:"Bye"

Idroveaway.TheywaveduntilIcouldn'tseethem

nomore.TheyareonedramaticfamilybutIlove

them.Alltheimperfectionsourfamilywerefixedin

lessthanamonth.Icouldn'tbemoregrateful,God



hasshownmeeverythingispossiblewithhimifyou

trulybelieve.

...

Thesmileheputonwhenoureyesmet,PRICELESS.

BabNkomo:"Ndodakazi.Isthisyou?" 

Me:"Yebobaba" 

BabNkomo:"Letmeopenupforyousoyoucangive

meahug"

Thegateslidopen.Idroveinandparkedafewfeet

away.Igotoutandheadedbacktohim.Wehugged. 

BabNkomo:"KyliekeptsayingIwillseeyousoon

butIdidn'tbelieveher" 

Me:"HereIamthen.Isshehere?Myphonediedand

Idon'thaveacharger." 

BabNkomo:"Sheleft3hoursagobutIwillopenfor

you" 

Me:"Thankyou"

Wewalkedtothefrontdoor.Theyplantedflowers,it

lookspresentable.Heunlocked. 



BabNkomo:"Youwillcallifyouneedanything" 

Me:"Thankyou"

Hewalkedaway.Iclosedthedoorandrushedtothe

bathroom.Ipeedandwentbackdownstairsto

chargemyphone.ThenIwenttomyfavoriteplace,

kitchen.Itsmeltnice,shelovescooking.

Iopenedthepots.Mutton,onlyGodknowshow

muchIamobsessedwithit.Itookaspoonandstole

somepieces.

"Thatisrude.Dishup"IjumpedIalmostpouredthe

wholestewonmyfeet.

Hetookanapkinandwipedthestainsoffmychest. 

Me:"Whatareyoudoinghere?"

Quinton:"Thisismyhouse" 

Me:"Iknow.Youaren'tsupposedtobeherethough"

hestillhadhishandonmybreasts."Yourhandison

myboobs" 

Quinton:"OhI'msorry.Kyliewenttoameetingin

EastLondon" 



Me:"What?"

Ipassedhimandheadedtothelounge.Iswitched

onmyphone. 

Quinton:"Youwerewearingthisdressalltheway

fromUlundi?" 

Me:"Yes" 

Quinton:"Itstooshortdon'tyouthink?" 

Me:"ItisMrDubeandIfinditverycomfortable" 

HehasthatcontrollingsideIdon'tlike.Heopened

thedoor.

Quinton:"Ohyoucameinyourcar?"hesaidwitha

smile.

Me:"Yes"

'GirlQuintonisabosssentfromhell.Canyou

believeI'monmywaytoEL?I'msorry.Canwedo

ourpicniconTuesday?Iloveyouokay'

Itookadeepsigh.Ishould'vejuststayedhome. 

Me:"YesIcameinmycar.CanIhaveatakeawayof

thefood?Iamtootiredtocook" 



Quinton:"What'sinitforme?"Myheartbeatfaster.

Hehadthisnaughtysmile. 

Me:"Nothing"Isaidandrushedtothekitchen.I

dishedupandturnedtofindhimstaringatme.This

isn'ttheQuintonIknow."I'mleavingnow.Sorryto

crowdyourspace" 

Quinton:"Itsgood.Gorest" 

Me:"Bye"

Iwalkedoutandfinallybreathe.Godthisisn't

happening.He'soldandnotmytype.

Igotinmycaranddroveout.IsaidgoodbyetoBab

Nkomoanddroveaway...
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OhmygoodLord!Ihaveneverreallybeentosucha

place.Beingherescaresme,everyoneisintheir



housesmindingtheirownbusiness.

Itsreallybeautiful.Thepicturesweren'tsonice.It

wasalmostsunsetwhenmyphonerang.I'vebeen

meaningtocallhimbutI'vebeenstressedbybeing

alonehereandoverwhelmedbyhowbeautifulthis

placeisandnotforgettingQuinton'screepybehavior

earlier. 

Me:"Daddy" 

Nzuza:"Youhavemoneyenoughtobuyairtimebut

youdidnotbothertocall"

Me:"Iarrivedanhourago" 

Nzuza:"Anhourago?Andyoustillcouldn'tcall" 

Mama:"Itscar.Itisdrivinghercrazy." 

Me:"Whyareyouguysmad?I'mokay" 

Nzuza:"Wewereworriedaboutyou.Itwasyourfirst

timedrivingsuchalongdistance" 

Me:"I'msorry.IwasgonnacallIwasstillsettlingin"

hetookadeepbreath.

Nzuza:"Doyouloveit?" 



Me:"Unconditionally.Itssobeautiful" 

Nzuza:"I'mgladmylove.Callusbeforeyougoto

bed" 

Me:"Areyousleepingover?" 

Nzuza:"Yes.Inyourroomasalways"Ididn'task

wherehe'sgonnasleep. 

Me:"Tellmamatonotforgetaboutourlittle

conversationearlier" 

Mama:"Futsekrottenchild"

Ilaughed. 

Nzuza:"Bye" 

Me:"Bye"

Ihungupandwenttohangmyclothesonthe

wardrobe.Idustedoffandthenbathed.Therewasn't

muchtodoreally.IhadnomaizeforpapandIsaw

noshopcominginhere.Iputthestewintheoven.I

evenforgottodishthericeupbecausethatcreepy

Quintonwasmakingmeuncomfortable.

WellIlikehiscolognebutnothim.Pleasedon't



judgeme.

OrIcouldbeimaginingthings.Thereisnowayin

hellhecouldbelookingatmethatway.Hetakesme

ashislittlesisternothingmore.

Itookmyphoneandorderedpizza.Iliedonmyback

withmylegsspreadapart.Advantagesofbeingon

yourown.

IamnotatvfanbutIshouldtrybeingbestfriends

withitsinceitwillbethenextaudiblething.

Thepizzastoreisafewminutesawaytheyshould

deliverfast.

Myphonerangasthatthoughtcrossedmymind.

Itookit.OhGod! 

Iclearedmythroat. 

Me:"Helo" 

Q:"Heygirl.Youdidn'tdishuptherice"Allthatina

girlyvoice.Whatsubstanceisheabusing?

Me:"Yeah.IwashopingI'llcookbutIorderedpizza"

Q:"Icanbringitifyouwant" 



Me:"Ohnodon'tworry.Iwilldogroceriestomorrow

morning" 

Q:"Whyareyousojumpy?" 

Me:"Becauseyouaskedwhat'sinitforyouifyou

givemefood"thatescapedmymouthIswearI

didn'twanttosaythat.Iexhaled. 

Q:"I'msorry.Iwantedyoutostayalittleandplay

gamesinexchange,Imeantnoharm"wheew!

Me:"Whydidn'tyoujustsayso?Youscaredme"he

chuckled. 

Q:"I'msorrykid.Whatareyoudoingtomorrow?" 

Me:"Churchandgroceryshopping" 

Q:"OhImightjoinyouforshopping" 

Me:"Whynotchurch?" 

Q:"I'mworkingtonight.Iwillknockoffat6amthen

gohometosleep" 

Me:"Ohok.IwillletyouknowwhenIgotothe

stores" 

Q:"Goodnight.I'msorryaboutearlier" 



Me:"Itscool.Goodnight"

Hehungup.Ifeltlighter.Ihonestlythoughthewas

lustingme.Youcouldneverbetoosurewiththese

richpeople.

Ireceivedanotificationthatmypizzais5minutes

away.Iwaitedforaknock.

Itarrived.Iateandwenttobed.Iwasactually

exhausted.

***

Amenhallelujahtothealmighty.Sundaysaremy

favorite.Outofalldays,thisismygoodday.If

someonetriestogetmemadonSundayIattendto

themonTuesday.

Icheckedthetime.6am,perfect.Imadethebedand

wenttotakeashoweraccompaniedbychurch

hummings.

Idressedupinmysuitableforchurchdressand

sandals.Itookmytinybagthatonlycontainmylip

balm,carkeysandcards.Ialwayshavemyphoneon

myhand.IPhonepeopletendencies.



Ihavealottobuy.Imaginebeginningyourday

withoutcoffeeoranybeverage.Ilockedandtook

theliftdowntotheundergroundparking.

Igotinmycaransdroveoff.Thesecurityguysare

thenicest.

Weshouldgivecredittotechnology.Youcaneven

searchfornearestchurchesviainternet.Ifoundthis

oneatKloof.

TheGPStookmestraighttherealthoughIarriveda

bitlate.

Isatattheback.Thewhiteracedominated.At22

I'mstillveryscaredtobearoundpeopleofa

differentrace.MyEnglishbundlesjustrunout.

Ievenforgotmybible.Agentlemandressedvery

niceandalsosmellingveryheavenlysatnexttome.

Isaidalittleprayerhedoesn'ttrytotalktome. 

Him:"Hi.Wheredonewcomerssit?"Amen.

Me:"Idon'tknow.Iamalsonew" 

Him:"Metoo.Ben" 

Me:"Yoli"



"Shhh"saidamansittinginfrontofus.Hegiggled.I

heldminein.Idon'twannaseemodd.

Theserviceendedjustastheholyspiritkickedin.

That'swhatIlike,serviceendingwhilewe'restill

interested.

Iunlockedmycar.IspottedBen.Hesingsvery

beautifully.Iwavedathim.Hewavedbackandwe

startedwalkingtowardseachother. 

Ben:"Nicebabyyouhave" 

Me:"Ohthankyou.Iwashopingtoaskforscriptures

wereadtoday"

Ben:"MyphoneisflatI'msorry" 

Me:"Ohokthanks" 

Ben:"Takemynumbers.TextmeandI'llforward

themtoyou" 

Me:"Thankyou"hecalledthemout. 

Ashley:"You'rebeautiful"Ichuckled. 

Me:"Thankyou.Iwilltextyouthen"hopingthatI

wasn'tblushing.



Ben:"Ok.Itwasnicetomeetyou" 

Me:"Likewisebabes"hesmiledandweparted.He

gotinanAudi.Idon'tknowwhichmodelbutthose

smallbeautifulones.

Idroveawaytoo.Ireachedformyphoneouttotext

Quinton.IfoundatextfromKylielettingmeknow

she'scoming.Ididalittlebootydance.

I'mnolongergoingwithQuintontotheshops.Iwill

justbuythebasicsandthenwewilldosomeserious

shoppingtomorrowwiththebabes.

...

*9hourslater*

Kylie:"Thisisdepressing" 

Me:"What?"

Kylie:"Sittinghereeatingchipslike18yearolds"

Me:"Whatyouwannadothen?"

Kylie:"Isthereabarnearby?" 

Me:"Nonono.We'renotgoingtoabaronaSunday"



Kylie:"Damnrightweare.Youwon'tdrinkthough

causeyouwillbedriving" 

Me:"WhatmakesyouthinkIwannatakemycartoa

bar?"Sherolledhereyesandgotandvanishedtomy

room.

She'salsopossessed.Shecameoutlookinglikea

model. 

Kylie:"Youhave15minutestogetready" 

Me:"Idon'tfeellikegoingKylie"

Kylie:"Itookoutthatmaroondress.Youshouldbuy

heels" 

Me:"AiIcan'twalkinthose" 

Kylie:"Practicemakesperfect.Godressupwe

shouldreturnbefore10pm.Comeondon'tbea

bore" 

Me:"Aslongaswe'retakinguber" 

Kylie:"Ofcourse"

Iwenttofreshenupwithherrushingmeup.Shehas

deviltendencies.



Ourtransportarrived.Surprisinglythereisabar4

blocksaway.Wecanwalkbacktomyplaceifuber

ditchesus.

Itwasn'tpacked.Peoplewerenotdrinkingany

hardcorestuffjustnormalciders. 

Kylie:"Wegonnasitthere" 

Me:"Whyawayfrompeople?" 

Kylie:"BecauseIamKenHouston'sexwife,

RaymondLukhuni'sgirlfriendandQuintonDube's

personalassistant" 

Me:"Huh?" 

Kylie:"Ishouldn'tbespottedinsuchplaces"

Wesatdownatadarkcorner.Sheorderedginand

tonicforthebothofus.

Justoneglasswon'thurt.

Sheorderedshots.Ithinkshehasadrinking

problembutwon'tadmit.Shekeptthemcoming

untilshestartedlaughinginthatwayonlyhercould

whenshe'sdrunk.



Thebarmangotmeuncomfortable.Kyliefoundit

funny.Hisstaresdidnotsitwellwithmysoul.

Thisismytimetoaskmyquestion.

Me:"Youweremarried?"

Shegiggledandnodded. 

"Youhavesecrets" 

Kylie:"Someofusdon'ttalkaboutthingsthatarea

shame,I'mnotproudofit.Actually,Ihatethatpart

ofmylife" 

Me:"Isee.Youhavekidswithhim?" 

Kylie:"ByGod'sgrace,no" 

Me:"Ohok." 

Kylie:"IthinkI'vehadenoughnowlet'sgo" 

Me:"Letmegetusuber" 

Kylie:"They'realwaysoutsideinsuchplaces.Let's

go"sheplacedthebill,thebarmantriedmaking

smalltalkbutIranformylife.Weindeedfoundacar

totakeushome.



Shethrewherselfonthecouch.Ifetchedwfleece

andcoveredherthenwenttomyroom.

...

Firsrthinginthemorningshesuggestedwegoand

crowdQshouse.Iwasdyingofheadache.

Wegotthereandfoundhimboredasalways.He

didn'tlooklikesomeonewhoworkednightshift.We

madefood,justasIwenttoservehimIfoundthe

demoninhisarmssobbing.Iplacedthetrayandleft

themtocomforteachother.

Sheirritatesme.Ihateherinfact.

AfterweallateIcleanedthedishesweused. 

Kyliecameinwithherlongface. 

Kylie:"CanIuseyourcar?" 

Me:"Whereto?" 

Kylie:"QuintonisintroublewithSARS" 

Me:"Ohyeahsure.I'lltakeataxi" 

Kylie:"Wedon'thavecash" 



Me:"BabNkomohasitI'msure."

Sheblewmeakissandwalkedout.Whatisshe

gonnasaytopeoplewithallthathangoverthough.

Hecamein. 

Q:"Youstayedbehind?"

Me:"YeahI'llcatchataxi" 

Q:"Ok.I'llbeupstairs" 

Me:"Ok"

Ifinishedcleaningupandwenttorelaxabitona

couch.IchattedwiththefamonWhatsApp.

SboconfirmedwithaclientateNanda.Weare

meetingonWednesday.Wegonnasharethat

apartmentuntiltheyhaveenoughmoneytomove

out.

Ifeltsomeonesmoothlycaressingmyface.Itfelt

likeadreamuntilmotherearthcalledme.Hesmiled.

I'veneverhadmyheartpoundsofast.Iquicklysat

upstraight. 

Q:"Its4pm.Iranthetubfullforyou.Thebathsalts



youleftatthehotelIpackedthemtoo." 

Me:"Noneed.Ishouldbeleavinganyway"

Q:"Kyliewillfetchyou" 

Me:"Iwanttobathandsleeponabed" 

Q:"Wehave10bedsinthishouse.Youwillchoose

anyyoulike"

Hepulledmeupandledmeupstairs.

Mysaltswereliningnexttothetub. 

Q:"Drinkingisn'tgoodforyou.Ifyouwannadrink

pleasedrinkathome" 

Me:"Itwasjustoneglassofginandtonic" 

Q:"Still.Bath,youcanusethemasterbedroomthe

bedismuchcomfy"

Heclosedthedoor.Istaredatthatdirectionfora

while.Iamnotseeingthings.He'stoogenerous.

Isoakedmyselfonthetubforagood30minutes.I

couldgetusedtothis.

Igotoutandwrappedatowelandtookmyclothes.



Iknockedbeforepushingthedoorsopened.Notto

blowmyownhornbutIamgoodatthisdecorating

thing.Isearchedforcosmetics.IlaughedwhenI

foundthem.Justperfume,bodyspray,vaselineand

handcream.

Iamgonnasmelllikeamantoday.Itookthemand

wenttositonthebed,Iamnotabouttorobmyself

ofthisopportunity.

Iappliedthevaseline.Isawhimonthemirror.I

turnedtothedoor.Hewasleaningagainstit.Thisis

hellauncomfortable.

Igotoffthebed.HelookeddifferentIwantedtorun

tothecloset.

Me:"Doyouneedsomething"Isaidtryingtoactas

strongaspossible.

IsprayedmybodyasIwaitedfortheanswer. 

Q:"Yes.IneedthisvieweverymorningwhenIwake

upandeverynightwhenIgotobed"Ohno. 

Me:"Whatview?"Iwasalreadyshaking.Iwas

crossingfingershe'snottalkingaboutwhatIthink



heistalkingabout. 

Q:"Youinmyroominatowel."Hetookstepscloser.

"Itriedtofightthis.Ican'tanymore.Toavoidme

killingeverymanthatlooksatyouorevenbreathes

thesameairasyou,IdecidedIshouldjustdieonce

andtellyouIamdyingtohaveyou-" 

Me:"Stop!OhmyGodQuinton.I'machildfor

Christ'ssake"

Q:"Iknow.YouthinkIplannedthis?Ididn'twantto

fallforyoutrustmebutIamfailing,dismally"

Ispottedkeysonthebed. 

Me:"Whichcararethesekeys?" 

Q:"VW" 

Me:"Theoneoutside?"Henodded.Hehasanerve

oflookinglikeacutelittlepuppy."Movefromthere"

hesteppedaside.Iheldthetoweltighterandranto

thedoor.Irandownthestepslikeaspringbok.

Igotinthecarandfailedtostartit.Myhandswere

trembling.

Isawhimuponthebalcony.Helookeddownatme.



Iclosedmyeyes,IthinkI'mgonnasufferaheart

attack...
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AfterminutesoftryingtostartthedamncarIfinally

droveoutandspedofftowherevertheroadledme.

IrealizedjustasIpassedtheshoppingcenterthatI

amhalfnaked.

Ilookedforaparkingspaceandparked.Ilookedfor

cents.Ifoundnone.Ileanedonthesteeringwheel,

thewholescenereplayed,Ifeltmyheartbeating

rightoutofmyribcage.

WhatamIgonnadowithmyselfnow?Istartedthe

caranddrovestraighttomyplace.Iplayedmusicas

highaspossibletodisturbmythoughtsfromthat

trauma.

Ifinallyarrived.IprayedIdon'tfindanyoneonthelift

andtheygettowitnessmeinatowelandsmelling

likeamanat6pm.

Ishylygreetedthesecurityguysandkeptmyhead



downuntilIreachedthelift.

Itparted.Twoladiescameout,noneofthemlooked

concernedaboutmebeinginatowel.JustwhatI

need:peopletomindtheirownbusiness.

Igotinandpressedmyfloornumber.

Igotoff.Thecorridorwasempty.Godworksin

mysteriousways.

Iforgotmykeysinmypurseathishouse.Ihitmy

foreheadacoupleoftimes.Iliterallyleftallmy

belongingsthere.IwantedtocrysobadbutIhadno

tears.

"IwashopingI'llfindyouhere"Ifroze.Icouldfeel

himcloser,hisscentcrowdedmynose.Iwantedto

turnbutmybodywouldn'tletme.Ikeptmyhead

leanedonthedoor. 

Quinton:"IbroughttheseandIneedmycar"

Thisisnotimeformetobeacrybaby.Iturned.I

tookmybagandlookedforkeys.Iunlockedandgot

inquicklyandclosedthedoor.Heknocked. 

Me:"I'mgonnacallsecurity" 



Quinton:"Ineedthecarkeys"

Ididn'teventakethemout. 

Me:"Getonthelift,pressgroundfloor,itsparkedon

section5" 

Quinton:"LetmeinIwanttosaysomething" 

Me:"You'vealreadysaidenough"atlastthetears

cameout.

Imovedawayfromthedoor.Itookthephoneoutof

thebagandtosseditonthecouch.Iwalkedonto

thebedroom.Thereweremissedcallsfromthe

parents.

Iwillcallthemlater.RightnowI'mstilldigestingthe

shockingnews.

...

Imighthavefellasleep.Iwokeuparound7aminthe

morningbymyphonegoingcrazy.

WhendidIgrowthishabitofdyingwhenIsleep? 

Me:"Babes" 

Kylie:"Aren'tyoumadatme?"



Me:"NoKylie.ButIamnowbecauseyouwokeme

up" 

Kylie:"Pleaseopenupforme" 

Me:"Doesyourbedhavebugs?" 

Kylie:"Yes.Openupthecoffeeisgettingcold"

Idraggedmyassup.IpulledthetowelofLucifer's

sonandwalkedout.Ismeltlikehim,Ineedashower.

Iunlockedandopenedthecurtains. 

Kylie:"Youlookterrible" 

Me:"Ifeelthatwaytoo." 

Kylie:"Youdon'thaveplates?"

Me:"Yes.Iwashopingwewillgoshopping

yesterday."

Kylie:"Weshouldgolater."

Wesatdownonthecouch.

Me:"Howdidyouknowtheseweremyfavourite?"

Kylie:"OhnoQuintonboughtthemforus."

Ichokedonmycoffee."I'msorry.Areyouokay?"I



gaveherafakesmile. 

Me:"YeahI'mgood.I'mjustsurprisedheknows

donuts" 

Shechuckled. 

Kylie:"Helovessweetthings.He'sadonutjunkie" 

Me:"Awhedoesn'tappealtobethattype" 

Kylie:"Hereallydoesn't."

Iate,hopingthereisnokorobela.

Me:"Doeshehaveagirlfriend?" 

Kylie:"No.He'saloner.That'swhyhedoesn'tmind

uscomingoveranytime" 

Me:"Wemustfindhimone" 

Kylie:"HejustlosttheloveofhislifeIdon'tthinkhe

islooking" 

Me:"Mmmh"

Myphonerang. 

Kylie:"I'mleaving.Callmewhenwearegoingtothe

mall" 



Me:"Okbyelove.Thanksforthebreakfast" 

Kylie:"Iloveyou" 

Me:"Loveyoumore"

Sheclosedthedoor.Momhaddroppedthecall.

She'ssoimpatient.

Icalledheragain. 

Mama:"QueenYoli" 

Me:"Hellomylove." 

Mama:"Canyoubelieveyourtycoonfather" 

Me:"Whydoyoualwaysaddresshimwithhis

status?" 

Mama:"Becausehethinksthishomeisahotel."

Me:"Whatdidhedo?"

Mama:"Heboughtacoffeemachine.Howdoyou

eventurniton?Won'titwastemyelectricity?" 

Me:"Ishethere?" 

Mama:"Noheleft." 

Me:"Searchtutorials" 



Mama:"HheyIwon'tturniton.Idon'twanttobeon

thefrontpageofIlangatomorrow" 

Me:"Don'tbedramatic.Putwaterenoughwaterand

coffeeonthethejugandplugiton,there'savisible

onbuttonthere,pressit.Waituntilthecoffeeis

completelybrewed,youcantellbythesmell" 

Mama:"IwillputitawayandwaitforyouEnglish

peopletocomeandusesowecandietogetherifit

explodes"didshehearanywordIsaid.SometimesI

doubtshewenttoschool. 

Me:"Ididn'tknowyouweresuchacoward" 

Mama:"Hhaisuka.Quickquestion,whencanIcome

tovisit?Ineedbikinipictures"

Me:"What?" 

Mama:"Yes.There'ssomuchpressurehereoninsta

gram.Ineedtodomynailsandbuymakeup,Ihave

beenwatchingeyebrowtutorialskubusy"Ilaughed. 

Me:"Ididn'tknowoldpeoplesufferfrompeer

pressure" 

Mama:"You'restilltooyoungtounderstand.So



whencanIcome?" 

Me:"Whendoyouwannacome?Dad'smoneyis

alwaysreadytobespent,Iwillbookyouahotel" 

Mama:"UghI'msogladIdidn'tuseacondom.Iwill

comeonFriday" 

Me:"You'reveryweird.Goodbye" 

Mama:"Youshouldthankmefornotbeingonthe

pill." 

Me:"ByeNtombi" 

Mama:"You'rethemostbeautifulaccident"I

laughed.Onceshestartsbeingstupidshenever

stops. 

Me:"Iwishyouusedthatcondom"

Ihungupbeforeshestartspreachinghowbigmy

headwas,itruinedhervagina.

Icleanedupandwenttoshower.Iwashedawayall

theyesterday'strauma.

Imademyfaceupanddressedupinacomfortable

dressandflops.Itexteddaddybeforehecallsand



complain.

IdrovetoKylie'splace.Ifoundherinapool.Ihadto

waitforanhourforhertogetready.

Weshoppedandshoppedandshopped.Ibought

eventhingsIdon'teatoruse.Wedidnotforgetwine.

Weboughttakeawaysanddrovebacktomyplace.It

wasalreadyinthenoon.Theheatwasdyingdown.

Kylie:"Ohwhataday."Shesaidsittingdownwitha

glassofwineinherhand. 

Me:"WhoeatsoatsmaraKylie?" 

Kylie:"Me.Idon'teatbaconbutthereissomeonmy

fridgebecauseyoueatit" 

Me:"Ncoathat'ssweet" 

Kylie:"Ishouldgoandprepareforpresentation

tomorrow.YouknowI'menjoyingthisthingofbeing

aPA.Itravel,justwhatmyinnergoddessneeds

afteralltheseyears" 

Me:"Youdeserveallthehappinessintheworld" 

Kylie:"YesIdo.Letmeloveandleaveyou.Don't



forgetaboutyourmeetingtomorrow" 

Me:"Iwon't.Bye"wehugged.Itookherouttothelift.

IfoundamessagefromsisAkhonacelebratingher

exhusband'sdivorce.Mylifeissurroundedby

mentallyillpeople.Ayandasuggestedshecomes

overfordrinks.Mominvitedthemathome,the

neighborsaren'tsleepingtoday.

Sizweispayinglobolaforhisbooanyway.Theyare

happy.

IcameacrossBen'scontacts.Iforgottotexthim.I

senthimaHelloandresumedpackingfoodontheir

respectiveplaces.

Myphonerang.Itshim. 

Me:"Hey" 

Ben:"Hi.I'vebeenwaitingforyourtext" 

Me:"I'msorry.Ihavebeenverybusy" 

Ben:"Iunderstand.There'syouthpracticeat7" 

Me:"Oh.I'msptiredtodrivethough" 

Ben:"Metoo.I'lluseuber,wheredoyoustay?" 



Me:"Westville"

Ben:"Whichside?

Me:"Blueheights" 

Ben:"God'swork.Istaytheretoo" 

Me:"Really?Whatacoincidence." 

Ben:"Pleasesendmeatextwhenyou'rereadyto

leave" 

Me:"Iwill.Bye"

Icontinuedpackingandthenboiledspaghetti.Istill

hadanhourtocook.

Acoupleofminutesto7Iwasalreadydone.Itexted

Ben.Hesuggestedtocome.

Inlessthan5minuteshearrived.Wehugged.He

lookedlikehe'sbeencrying. 

Me:"Areyouokay?Pleasetakeaseat"hesatonthe

barchair.Hebithisupperlipandshookhishead.I

pouredwaterforhim. 

Ben:"Haveyoueverlovedsomeonesomuchina

waythatthere'snothingyouwouldn'tdoforthem?"



Me:"I'veneverreallylovedtothatpoint" 

Ben:"Onedayyouwillanditsucks.Ithadbeen8

years,onlytodayhetellsmehehasa3yearold

daughter"he? 

Me:"He?"Hechuckledthroughhisriveroftears. 

Ben:"Yes.I'mgay.Myhusband'sbabymamajust

showedupatmyplacewiththatdamnchild,hehad

noshameinadmittingit"

Me:"OwI'msosorry"

Iwalkedovertohimandgavehimawarmhug.The

dooropened.

IstartledandletgoofBen. 

Me:"Whatareyoudoinghere?" 

Hewasn'tstandingstable."Areyoudrunk?" 

Quinton:"Who'sthis?" 

Me:"Pleaswexcuseme" 

Bennodded.Iwenttopullhimallthewaytothe

bedroom. 



Quinton:"Iaskedaquestion" 

Me:"ThatismyfriendBen." 

Quinton:"Youbefriendwhitepeoplenow,evenhug

them?" 

Me:"Yes.Whatareyoudoinghere?" 

Quinton:"Icametovisit.Youalsoshowupatmy

houselikeyouownit" 

Me:"Areyoudrunk?" 

Quinton:"Alittle" 

Me:"Youcanevenstand" 

Quinton:"Whywereyouhugginghim?" 

Me:"QuintonDube.You'renotmydad,youcannot

dectatemylife" 

Quinton:"Exactly.I'myourfuturehusband.Nowwhy

wereyouhugginghim?" 

Me:"DoyouknowIcangetyouarrestedforthis?" 

Quinton:"Okay"ishestupid. 

Me:"Ortellmydad" 



Quinton:"Alright"Iclosedmyeyesandtookadeep

breath. 

Me:"Youcantakeyourcar" 

Quinton:"Okay"hesmirked

Me:"QuintonI'mserious" 

Quinton:"WhatdidIdonow?Youwillcallthepolice,

yourdadandIshouldtakemycar.Igotit" 

Me:"Ok.Nowleave,Iwasinthemiddleof

something"

Quinton:"Isit?"Hesteppedcloser.Isteppedback

untilIwasagainstthebed."Tellmesomethingchild.

Whatareyougonnasaytothepolice?" 

HewastoocloseIfailedtobreathe.Hewasalso

staringdeepintomyeyes.Igulped."CanIuseyour

bedtosleep?" 

Me:"No."Irolledtotheothersideofthebed.

Quinton:"Ican'tdrivelikethis"

Me:"Iwillmakeyoucoffeethenyouwillbegoodto

go"



Iwalkedout.IfoundBenwatchingtv.

Ben:"Boyfriend?" 

Me:"Ohhellno" 

Ben:"Whichoneisthisone,KhuleorQuinton?"

Me:"Youknowhim?" 

Ben:"Yes.IamtheDubeconstruction'sfinancial

guru.ButIguessthisisQ,Khulewould've

recognizedme"

Me:"Oh.Yeahitshim"

Quinton:"Yoli!Mycoffeeplease" 

Benlaughed.

Ben:"Ishedrunk?" 

Me:"Yes"

Iwaitedforthewatertoboilandmadeandtookitto

him.

Ifoundhiminsidecovers.Hemustn'ttestme.Iput

thecupdownandtookhisphone.

'Ifyou'rereadingthisI'vealreadypassedoutandI



don'twakeupwhenI'mdrunk.Goodnight"

Ishookhim.Ipinchedhim.Ipressedthecuponhis

arm,noresponse.

Ilookedathim.Hewasdead.

Itookoffhisshoesandsocksandthenwalkedout.

Me:"Idon'tthinkIwillmakeittothepractice"

Ben:"Metoo.Iwilljustgotoahotelanddrown

myselfinvodka"

Me:"Doyouminddrowninginvodkahere?Idon't

trustthatman" 

Ben:"ItalknonestopwhenI'mdrunk" 

Me:"Iwillbelistening" 

Ben:"Iamstayingthen.Ishehittingonyou?" 

Me:"Yes.Itscreepy.I'm12yearsyoungerthanhim" 

Ben:"Girl.Yourvaginaisoldenoughto

accommodatehis12yearsoldermanhood.Don't

missoutongoodthingsbecauseofsillythingsas

age" 



Me:"Idon'tneedsomeonelikeyouinmylifeBen" 

Ben:"ToobadcauseI'mheretostay.Andbesides,

they'regoodmen.Theyknowhowtotakecareof

theirbabyboos" 

Me:"Fromthebottomofmyheart.Idon'tgivea

fuck"

Ireallydon't.He'sscaringme,he'scuteandalso

smellsnicebutnohe'snotmytypeofcoffee.

Myphonebeeped.

'Yourwhitefriendisright.Wetreatourwomengood.

Imistakenlypeedonyourbed'

See?Nobodywantstodatealunatic.Igotupand

wenttothebedroom.Ifoundhimcheckinghimself

outonthemirrorinhisboxerswithhissticklegs

exposed.Icouldn'tholditinIlaughed.

Quinton:"I'msexy?Aren'tI?Where'syourbody

lotions?Iwantthegleamyoneyoualwayshaveon" 

Me:"Areyougonnaleaveafterwards?" 

Quinton:"No.Iwannabeescortedoutbythepolice" 



Me:"MrDube" 

Quinton:"YesMrsDube."Ilookedathim. 

Me:"YouneedJesus" 

Quinton:"NoIneedyou."Hepausedandsatonthe

bed."YaziYolithisisn'tme.Idon'tchaseafter

anyone,itsalwaystheotherwayaround.You'rea

childyesbutyou'reover21,you'rewomanenough

formetobeattractedtoyou.Youcan'treallyblame

meforit.Andnoitsnotthecurvesandyourround

butt,itsmorethanthat.ItshowIfeelaroundyou.I

lostthemotherofmychildrentwomonthsago,I

haveaproblemfallinginlovebecausewheneverIdo,

somethinggoeswrongandIthoughtIwillnotbe

abletoloveagainbutthatchangedthatnightyou

ranoff"hechuckled."Idon'tknowwhathappened

butsomethinginsidemeneverwantedyououtof

mysight.Istartedmissingyouwhenyou'reatwork.

Thatcarwasagiftbuttobehonest,Igaveittoyou

toknowwhereyouareeverytime.Thisisnolonger

love.I'mobsessedwithyouYolandaVilakazi."

Me:"You'respyingonme?" 



Quinton:"Isthatallyouheard?" 

Me:"Yes.Becauseit'sscary.IthoughtIwasyour

littlesister" 

Quinton:"Ididn'twanttoscareyou" 

Me:"Wellrightnowyouare"

Hegotupandgotdressed. 

Quinton:"MaybeitwilldiedownnowthatI've

confessed" 

Me:"Areyougonnabeabletodrive?"That'smy

innerbitchtalking. 

Quinton:"Yeah"

Hecameandstoodbeforeme.Ikeptmyheaddown.

DoesheperhapsknowIhaveaweaknessforhis

scent? 

"I'msorryIdisappointedyou.Iwishthingsweren't

likethis."

Hebroughtmeinforahug.Ihaveneverbeenthis

closetohim.Commonsenseleftmybody,Ifound

myhoearmswrappingaroundhim.IthinkIamthe



weakestwomaninhistory.

Heletgoandmademefacehim.Hiseyes.Thisis

wrong.

Iclearedmythroatandmovedoutofhisway. 

Me:"Icookedminceandspaghetti,wouldyoulike

some?" 

Quinton:"Yes"

Iquicklywalkedoutanddishedupforhiminhis

containerIbroughttheotherday.Iputitinabag.He

walkedoutoftheroom.Igavehimhisparcel.Hebid

usgoodbye.

Ifinallybreathe. 

Ben:"Whathappenedinthere?" 

Me:"Hesaidallthenicethingseverywomanalways

wantstohearandhuggedme.AllIcansayisI'm

doomed"helaughed

Ireallyam.Idon'tfeelthesamewayIdid20minutes

agoabouthim.Itsprobablylust.Soallthistimehe's

beenprotectiveofmeforhisownbenefit.Men!



[2/26,07:20]Zozaness:BeautyLiesInTheEyesofA

Beholder

27

.

NexttimeIallowtospendanightwiththedrinking

Benpleaseremindmeofthisday.Weliterallyslept

after3am.

He'squiteachatterbox.Hevented.Ihopethe

brokenheartwillbebettertoday.Andyesweslept

onthecouch.

Iwenttobathfirstthenmadebreakfastforus.I

wokehimupsoonasIfinished. 

Ben:"OhMyGod.Whattimeisit?"

Me:"7am.Comelet'seat.Ihaveameetingat10" 

Ben:"Doyouhaveanunusedtoothbrush,Ican'tdeal

withthissewage"Ilaughed. 

Me:"Yes.Andfreshtowels"

Ben:"I'llbequick" 



Me:"Youbetterbe"

Hegotupandleft.Icleaneduptheloungearea.

BythetimeIfinishedhecameout. 

Ben:"Ifeelsofresh" 

Me:"Youlookfresh.Tea,coffeeorjuice?" 

Ben:"Coffee.Whatisadaywithoutacupofcoffee"

Wesatdownonthechairsandhadourbreakie. 

Ben:"Thankyou.You'retrulyanAngel" 

Me:"Youhaven'tevenfinishedyourfood" 

Ben:"I'mtalkingaboutlastnight.Ireallyneededa

friend." 

Me:"Anytime.Wejustbonded,youshouldthank

yourfreespirit.Idon'treallygetalongwithanyone" 

Ben:"Metoo.Inthatcase,cheers" 

Me:"Cheers"welaughed. 

Ben:"So.HasMr12yearsolderDubecalled?" 

Me:"NoandI'mgladhedidn't" 



Ben:"Y'allwouldmakearealcutecouple.You're

chubbyandlightandshort.He'stall,muscularand

dark.Yourbabieswouldbehellacute" 

Me:"Itwillneverhappen" 

Ben:"Itwill.Thosemengeteverythingtheywant" 

Me:"WellI'mgonnabreakthat" 

Ben:"Iwillbehereandwatching"

Hetookasipofhiscoffeegivingmethatlook.Ihate

thatlook.

Heleftafterweate.IcalledSbo.Theyarealways

together.Theirfriendshipissosolid.Itoldthem

aboutmymeetingandthattheyshouldcrossfingers

helikesourswork.

AfterrinsingthedishesIfetchedmybagandmycar

keys.

MyphonerangasIdroveout. 

Me:"MrsRay" 

Kylie:"Heylove.Howareyou?" 

Me:"ApartfrombeinganxiousI'mgreat,how's



yourself?" 

Kylie:"IthinkI'mcomingdownwithflu.Ineeda

favor,where'syourmeeting?" 

Me:"Emhlangaboo" 

Kylie:"OhthankGod.Iwashopingitissomewherein

thatroute.YesterdayIforgotaveryimportantfileon

thebackseat.CouldyoupleasedropitoffatQ's?"

Hhaihhaihhai!

Me:"Now?Can'tIbringittoyourplace?" 

Kylie:"No.Hehastosignitandsenditbackbyhalf

past9.Please" 

Me:"Fine.I'lldropitoffatthegate.BabNkomowill

takeitin" 

Kylie:"Okaythanksboo.Iloveyou" 

Me:"Iloveyoumore"

Ihungup.

ArrivingatQ'splacetherewasnosignofBab

Nkomoathishouse.IhooteduntilJesustoldmeto

stop.Irangthebuzzer,noresponse.



Itriedmychanceswiththefingerscanner.Itcould

recognizemyfingerwhenweworkedhere.Iputiton.

Accessgranted!

Iwishitdidn't.NowIhavetoseehisface.

Idrovein.Itookthedamnfileandheadedin.

Iknocked.Mypalmsweresweating.Thisishow

scaredIamnowofthisman.

Thedooropened. 

Me:"Ibroughtthis"helookedrathersurprisedtosee

me. 

Q:"Uhm.Hi" 

Me:"Hi.Kylieaskedmetobringthistoyou." 

Q:"Thanks."Hesteppedoutandclosedthedoor. 

Me:"Areyougonnatakeit"

Q:"Ohyes.Thanks,I'msorry"hetookit.

"Where'sseasoning?"Ilookedatthedoor. 

Nkule:"Oh.HeyYolz"Ilookedathimthenbackat

her. 



Me:"Hi."Shehadonlyatowel.Ishouldwashand

bringthatoneIleftwith. 

Nkule:"Iammakingbreakfast.Wouldyouliketojoin

us?" 

Me:"NothanksIalreadyate" 

Nkule:"Ok.Where'sseasoningQuinton?"Hewasjust

standingtherestaringatme. 

Me:"She'stalkingtoyou"heblinkedrapidly. 

Q:"Idon'tknow.Searchforit" 

Me:"Thirddooronyourleft.Keepwell"

Iturnedandwalkedtomycar.Iheardthedoorclose

andthenfootstepsbehindme.Ipacedup.

Heblockedmefromopeningthedoor. 

Q:"Itsnotwhatyouthinking" 

Me:"Moveyourhandoff" 

Q:"ShecameherelastnightbutIsweartoGodIdid

nottouchher" 

Me:"Isthatwhyshe'sinyourtowelandyour



morningshoes?"WhyamImad?

Q:"Shehadagownon.Idon'tknowwhyshetookit

off"

Ifinallyturnedtolookathim.Hewastooclose.I

couldsmellthenicotine.Idon'tusuallysmellit.It

alsosmellsniceonhim.

Me:"Look.Youdon'thavetoexplainanything,Idon't

carewhoyousleepwith.Andweallknowsheholds

aspecialplaceinyourheart.Youdon'thavetobe

ashamedofit.NowpleasemoveyourarmI'mgonna

belateformymeeting" 

Q:"Youshouldgetthatmadnessoutofyourhead.

NkuleandIarenothing"Hesnapped.Ifrowned.

Me:"That'swhyshespendsanightandwalking

aroundintowels,right?Nice.Nowmayyouplease

move.Orwhat?Youwantyourcar?Letmegetmy

bagthen"

Hemoved.Iopenedthedoorandreachedformy

bag. 

Q:"Justgetinthecarandgotoyourmeeting.I'm



notthatkindofperson.ThisisnotmycarandNkule

isjustafriend.Goodluckonyourmeeting"

Hewalkedback.Igotinthecar.Myeyeswere

burningup.Iwantedtocrysobad.

Idroveout.Menhaveneverbeengood.Ithasn't

evenbeenadaysinceheconfessedhisfalse

feelingsbutalreadyhehasthatdemoninhishouse

wearingatowelthatcouldrevealherassifshe

bendsdowntogetbacononthefreezer.

Andagain.Isn'tshemarried?

Myphonebeeped.

'Iamalotofthingsbutnotacheater.'

Nobodycaresyoumoron.

Ithrewthephoneontheotherseat.Ineedtobevery

freshformyinterview.Idon'tneedthisnegativity.

Iamanhourearly.Thatgivesmeenoughtimeto

cleanmyeyeswitheyegene.

Ichattedwithdaddy.He'sinDurban.Sweet!

Hepromisedtoseemeaftermymeeting.AndI



knowwhatmeans;gamesandfood.Andlisteningto

himventabouthislazyemployees.Iwouldn'thaveit

anyotherway.

Hesaidmommytoldhimshe'scominghere

tomorrow.Itotallyforgottomakereservationsfor

her.

Ibookedherintoa5starinthecitycenter.Ihope

shedoesn'tcomplain.

5minutestotenItookmythingsandheadedinside

thecafe.

Iorderedblackcoffee.Ithelpsdealingwiththe

nerves.

Twogentlemengreetedmeandsatdown.Theyhad

priortoldmethetablenumbertoavoid"whatare

youwearing"questions.

Oneofthem:"MynameisZweliandthisisKhaya"

Me:"Yolanda" 

Zweli:"Adams?"Welaughed. 

Me:"Vilakazi" 



Khaya:"We'retheNcubes.Ididn'texpectyoutobe

thisyoung" 

Zweli:"Metoo.Sowegonnahavetomakethisquick

becausebyMondaywe'dlikeyoutostartifyou

promiseusgoodservice"

Me:"Itsashopright?" 

Khaya:"Yes.Thatwillhavetoportrayhowthe

kitchenwilllook,bathroom,bedroomandetc" 

Me:"Furnitureshop.Thatwillbeeasy." 

Zweli:"Canweseethesamples?"

Itookoutmyportfolioandgaveittothem. 

Me:"I'veonlyhad3gigssofar" 

Khaya:"Isthisanursery?" 

Me:"Yes" 

Zweli:"Ilovetheflooring.Wowyououtdoneyourself

onthesehouses.Thestoreisalreadypaintedand

tiled.IlovewhatIamseeinghere" 

Khaya:"Wejustneedourfather'sinputandthenwe'll

callyou" 



Me:"Thankyou"

Ipaidformycoffeeandsawmywayout.

ItookadeepbreathbeforeIgotinmycaranddrove

offtoNorthbeach.Heboughtanapartmentthere.

HehasathingforDogsandGodknowshowscared

Iamofthem.

Ifoundhimalreadywaitingformeatthegate

carryinghislittleyetbarkslikenobody'spuppy. 

Me:"KodwaMshazi.Isitnecessaryforyoutocarry

himaround?" 

Nzuza:"Yes.Thenannybeatshimup.You'relate" 

Hehoopedon.

Me:"Ididn'tsaycomestandhere.IjustsaidIwas

coming" 

Nzuza:"Whatever.Wherearewegoing?" 

Me:"Youchoose" 

Nzuza:"We'veneverbeentoRoccoMamas"

Me:"Let'sgothen.Whereisit?" 



Nzuza:"HowonearthdoIknow?"Aibothisguy."Or

justpullupattheshoppingcenter.We'llbuybuns

andbeverages.Doyouhaveacoolerbox?" 

Me:"Yes"Ifounditinthiscar.He'sneveraskedforit

soIguessitwasapackage. 

Nzuza:"Good.We'llbuyicetoo,getKFCandother

snacks.We'regoingtothebeach" 

Me:"Yay!Thatisbyfarabestideayou'veever

suggested"helaughed. 

Nzuza:"Don'tunderestimatemegirl.Wegonnaneed

afleeceandanumbrella" 

Me:"Aslongasyou'repaying" 

Nzuza:"You'resostingychild" 

Me:"I'mnotstingyIjustdon'thavemoney"

Hejustlaughed.He'smybestfriend.Ilovehim.

***

Areallmaleslikethis?Complimentingwomenin

bikinis?ThisistheleastIexpectedfrommydad.It

didn'tmakeitanylessawkwardthathe's



complementinghisagemates. 

Nzuza:"YourmomandIhadthistalktheotherday.

Thatweshoulddoyouumemulo.Wehad

disagreementsonwhereshoulditbedoneuntilAn

elderthatvisitedtoldusyoubelongtoyourmother's

sideandthatmeansitshouldbedonethatside.I

cameintoconclusionthatevenifitso,Ishouldhave

youintroducedtoyourpaternalside.Iwantedtoask

ifdoyouapprove" 

Me:"Ofcourse.Iwouldlovetomeeteveryone.Won't

yourwifehaveaproblem?" 

Nzuza:"No.Wespokeaboutyou,asmuchasithurt

hershehadnochoicebuttoaccept." 

Me:"Inthatcasethenlet'sdoit" 

Nzuza:"Ohthiswaseasy.Yourmotherwascertain

yougoingtorefuse.Letmecallher"

Shepickedup. 

Me:"OhmyGod!"

Mama:"HowdoIlook?" 

Nzuza:"Youlookbeautiful.Areyougoingoutona



date?" 

Mama:"NobutIwillbesoon.Areyouguysatthe

beach?" 

Me:"Yesmoghel.Youshouldteachmehowtodo

brows" 

Mama:"Justbuytheeyebrowtoolsandwatch

tutorialsmybaby" 

Me:"Iwantyoutoteachme.Iwillbookyoua

penthouse" 

Mama:"Wuuhdevil.Iwon'thavetimetobetouching

yourface.Iwillbeshoppingandbeingbeautiful" 

Nzuza:"You're45." 

Mama:"So?Onlyyouknowsthat.Iwillbewalkingin

abikiniforyourowninformation" 

Nzuza:"What?"Ilaughed.Thewayhepoppedhis

eyesout. 

Mama:"Yesdzaddzy"

Helookedatme.Ishrugged. 

Nzuza:"Icalledtotellyouwe'regoingaheadwith



introducingYoli" 

Mama:"WhyamInotsurprised.She'sJudasanyway.

HowdoyouknowthoseXhosapeoplewon'tcook

you?" 

Me:"Mama!" 

Mama:"TheywillbefightingoveryourfingersI'm

tellingyou.Byebyeyou'rewastingmyairtime" 

Nzuza:"I'mtheonewhocalled" 

Mama:"Bye!"

Shehungup. 

Me:"Hasshealwaysbeenlikethis?" 

Nzuza:"Yesbutbetter.Thisisworse.Shehasa

heartofGoldthough"hesaidsmiling. 

Me:"Yeahdoes.Itisjustfencedwiththorns" 

Nzuza:"Exactly"

Welaughed.Wetalkedaboutanythingand

everythinguntilhehadtogotoagaladinner.Idrove

himbackhomeandthendrovetomyplace.



Ughitsuckslivingalone.Ifwegetthatjobthese

monkeysshouldcomelivewithme.Andinthatway

it'llbeeasierforustotraveltowork,nostoppingto

pickthemup.

IcheckedonthesickKylie.ShetoldmeRaymond

arrived.IcheckedonBen.Whotoldmeheflewto

Jo'burg.Whataboringnight.

Itookthemeatoutofthefridgeforittodefrost.

Iwenttothebathroomtoshower.Durbansunwill

fryyoubrownsometimes.Iputonacooldress

afterwardsandthenbeganwithboilingtherice.I

tookoutsnacks.

Isatinfrontofthet.v.andwatchedarealityshow.I

thinkIpreferthesethanmovies.

Iheardaknock. 

Me:"Comein!"

Thedooropened.Ibecamemadalloveragain. 

Me:"Whatdoyouwant?" 

Q:"Food.I'mhungry" 



Me:"Why?Didn'tNkulecook?Orshewasjustthere

toserveyouvagina"helaughed. 

Q:"Youlookcutewhenyou'remad.Noshedidn't

servemevagina"hechuckledandshookhishead."I

broughtyousomething"

Hewalkedoutandcamebackwithacat.Irantothe

bedroom.Whatiswrongwithhim.Heknowsvery

wellIalmostdiedtheotherdayatthehotelwhen

thatwoman'scatranintomyroom.

Me:"I'mgonnacallthepoliceQuintonI'mnot

playing"hewaslaughing.Howcanhebesooldand

bethisstupid.Ifelthisfootstepsfadeaway.

Ilovecatsfromadistance.Justdon'tbringthem

anywherenearme.Ihaveaverytraumatic

experiencewiththem.

Q:"Comeout.Ihavetakenitback"

Iopenedslowly.Henowhadflowersandagiftbag. 

Me:"Whywouldyoubringithere?" 

Q:"Tocheeryouup"Isighed.He'strulystupid."Oh

here.Ihopeyou'renotallergic,butyou'renotorelse



youwould'vetoldmeonValentine'sday" 

Me:"DidyoubuysomeforNkuletoo?"Hesmirked. 

Q:"Yes"

Itriedclosingthedoorbutheblockedit. 

Q:"Jealousycouldonlymeanonething"

Hegotinandclosedthedoor.There'sawayhe

switcheshowhelooksatmeanditscreepy.He

placedtheflowersandthebagonthevanity.And

thenwalkedtowardsme.Ikepttakingastepback. 

Q:"Iwillfollowyoutillyoutripoutofthatwindow" 

Me:"Whyareyoufollowingme?" 

Q:"Whyareyousteppingback?"Igulped.

Thewallblockedmefrommovinganyfurther.He

stoodbeforeme...notjustthatbutagainstme.

Mywholebodyshivered.Heputhisrighthand

behindmyneck,thebitchinmecouldn'tmovemy

eyesoffhis.HehypnotizemeIswear.

Hehasverybeautifuleyes.Henolongersmellsof

nicotine.Hesmellslikehisfreshusualselfandyou



knowhowmuchhisscentismyweakness.

Ifelthiswarmlipsagainstmine.Itshappening!Oh

sweetJesusIhopeyou'rewritingitdownthathe

startedit.

AfteracoupleofsecondsIgavein.Hislefthandran

downtomyjiggles.He'ssotall.Iblessedmyself

withtheprivilegeoftouchinghisupperbody.

Hhaibo.He'snotgoingformythighs,buttorbreasts.

Ilow-keywantedtofeelhispenis.Theysaythetaller

andskinnyheisthebiggeritis.

Kissingmeanswemaynowbepronounced

girlfriendandboyfriendright?Sonorush,Istillhave

timetofeelit.

"Yoli?"

Ibrokethekiss. 

Me:"That'smydad.Jumpoutthewindow" 

Q:"What?" 

Me:"Doyouseeaplacetohidehere?"

Nzuza:"Yolanda?" 



Me:"I'mdressingup.I'mcoming"

Ipushedthetallmantothewindow. 

Q:"Iwillhideunderthebed" 

Me:"No!"

Heheadedtothebathroom.OhGodwhyme.

Iwalkedouttodaddy. 

Me:"Hey"IhopeIdon'tlookguilty. 

Nzuza:"Icametosaygoodbye.I'murgentlyneeded

backhome"

Me:"Ohokay" 

Nzuza:"AmIgonnagetahug?"No!Justturnaround

andleavebeforeyousmellthismanonme!

Ihuggedhimfor2seconds. 

Me:"SafejourneyIloveyou" 

Nzuza:"Iloveyoumore"

Itookhimouttothelift.Imadesurehegetsin.I

waitedtillitcameagain.Hewasn'tthereanymore.

Good.



Iwentbackinside.Ilockedthedoorandsighedin

relief.

Iwenttothebedroom.Iknockedonthebathroom.

Hecameout.Oureyesmet.Welaughed. 

Me:"Thatwasclose" 

Q:"Ialmostcommittedsuicide.You'recold

blooded" 

Me:"You'retheonewhosaidmydadshallnever

knowaboutyou.WhatchoicedidIhave?" 

Q:"Underthebed,wardrobeandabathroom" 

Ilaughed. 

Me:"Thatdidn'tcrossmymind.Sorry"

Hecamecloseragainandwrappedhisarmsaround

myneck.

Q:"So.Isitsafetocallyoumybaby?" 

Me:"Yes.becauseyou'reoldenoughtobemydad" 

Hechuckled. 

Q:"Samis55."



Heleaneddownandkissedmeagain.

Benforeseenthis.ThatNkulepeacockshouldstay

inherlanenow...
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Idon'tunderstandmymother.IletgoofeverythingI

wasdoingbecauseshesaidtheyjustpassedballito

buthereIam.Ihavebeenwaitingforoveranhour,

gotchasedawaybytaxidriversattheentranceof

Durbanstationbecauseits"theirspot"

Ihaveneverbeensoirritatedinmylife.Areceiveda

textfromQ.Kyliealmostbustedus.Thissleepover

businessisanoforme.

Isleptwithoneeyeopenjustincasehetried

anythingsexualbutnopehekepthisuglyhandsto

himself.AndIappreciatethat.Ireallyhadfunlast

night.Hemissedwork,joysofworkingforfun.



Q:"Hasshecome?" 

Me:"No.I'mstillwaiting.I'msopissedrightnow" 

Q:"Icancomekeepyoucompanyifyouwant"

He'sactinglikealittleteenageboyinlove. 

Me:"NothankyouSirI'llbefine"

Itrang.Finally!

Me:"IfpeoplecoulddiewhilewaitingIwouldbelong

gone" 

Mama:"OhwellIguessitsagoodthingtheydon't.

I'mhere." 

Me:"OkayI'mcoming"

IgotoutofthecarandtookataxitoDurbanstation.

IwasparkedatYMCA.

Mama:"Areyoutryingtogetmestolen?" 

Me:"Itwasonlyforafewminutes" 

Mama:"Where'syourcar?" 

Me:"Parkedsomewhereelse.Wegonnatakeataxi

there"



Sheadjustedhershadesandsighed.

Mama:"Ididn'tsignupforthis.Let'sgo"

Shepulledhercaseandcatwalkedtothecar.She

agesfinelikefinewine.IwishIinheritedher

gorgeousbody,curves,beautifullonglegs,Bcup

breasts,andaflashstomachyou'dswearshe

doesn'thavekids.

Myphonerangaswesatdownonthetaxi.

Me:"Heysis" 

Ayanda:"Heylove.Ijustsawmessagesfromyour

motherthatshe'sstranded.Haveyoufetchedher?" 

Me:"Ileftmyplace2hoursagoandIhavebeen

waiting.Shejustarrived." 

Shechuckled. 

Ayanda:"She'ssodramatic.Callmewhenyougetto

thehotel" 

Me:"Bye.YMCAplease"

Wegotoffandwenttomycar. 

Me:"Pleasefastenthebelt" 



Mama:"Itsgonnaruinmyoutfit"

Me:"Itsgonnamakenoisema." 

Mama:"Whyareyoutheenemyofmyhappiness?"

shebuckledup.Idroveoff. 

Me:"SoIbookedyouthere"

Mama:"Hilton?IsaidIwanteda5star"

Me:"Itis" 

Mama:"Doesithaveheatedpool?" 

Me:"Yougonnahavetofindthatoutyourself" 

Mama:"Howfaristhebeach?" 

Me:"5minutesaway" 

Mama:"YougonnabemyridebecauseIcan'ttake

taxis" 

Me:"There'suber,taxifyandbolt.Readytotakeyou

anywhere,anytime." 

Mama:"YolandaI'veheardveryscarystoriesabout

thosethingssono" 

Me:"IliveinWestvillewhichislike25minutesaway



fromhere.IamworkingonsomethingsoIcan't

driveyouaround" 

Mama:"FineI'lltakeboltatleastI'veheard2scary

storiesaboutit" 

Ilaughed.She'ssuchacharacter.

Shecheckedin.Wetooktheliftuptoherroom.The

lookohherfacewhenweenteredtheroom,

priceless. 

Mama:"Itsbeautiful.Theseaview.Thankyou

bambino" 

Me:"Pleasuremadam.Youwillreadeverythingon

thatbrochure.Breakfastisservedbetween7and10.

Lunchat12tohalfpasttwoandthensupperat8" 

Mama:"Thankyou.IsthereWiFi?" 

Me:"Ofcourse.Weshouldgetyouarouter" 

Mama:"Ihave5gigonmyphone" 

Me:"WhydidyouaskaboutWiFithen?" 

Mama:"TheWi-Fisignisveryimportantwhentaking

screenshots"



OhGod. 

Me:"Getsomerest.Iwillcamphereonthecouch" 

Mama:"Comewe'llsharethebed"

Ikickedmyshoesoffandwenttothebed. 

Mama:"LetmetakeatourthenI'lljoinyou"

Inoddedandthentexteddaddy.Hetoldmehe's

meetingwiththeelderstomorrowtosetthedatefor

myintroductionceremony.

Iputmyphoneawayafterourconvoanddriftedto

sleep.IhardlysleptlastnightIwasscared.

...

Iwouldratherbewokenupbyatruckhootingonmy

earthanmymom.

Me:"Itsverynormaltocalloutanamewhenwaking

someoneupyouknow" 

Mama:"Ifyoucan'tyouhearyourphonehowareyou

gonnahearme?Itsbeenringing"

Itookit. 



Me:"OhmyGoditsKhaya" 

Mama:"See?Callhim" 

Me:"Idon'thaveenoughairtime"

Shepassedmeherphone.

Istarteddiallinghisnumbers. 

Khaya:"GooddayKhayaspeaking" 

Me:"HiKhaya.ItsYolandaVilakazi.Ijustgotinfrom

theshops.I'msorryImissedyourcalls"

Khaya:"Heyboo.Ialmostgavesomeoneelsethis

job.Howsooncanyoucometosignthecontract?" 

Me:"Areyouforreal?" 

Khaya:"Ofcourse.Youearnedirbabes,myfatheris

inlovewithyourwork" 

Me:"ThankyousomuchIdon'tknowwhattosay.Is

tomorrowokay?" 

Khaya:"Yes.YouwillfindmyPAandmybrother

thoughcauseIscoredmyselfadate"IChuckled. 

Me:"Okay.Thanksagain"



Ihungup.Momwasstandingtherelookingatme

anxious. 

Mama:"So?"Ismiled."ThankyouGod" 

Me:"Really?" 

Mama:"Yes!"Shehuggedme."Iamsoproudof

you." 

Me:"Thankyou.I'msigningacontractwiththem

tomorrow" 

Mama:"I'mreallyproudofyoubaby"

Thereisnothingbetterthanhearingthosewords

fromthiswoman.Theymeanalottome.Theymake

upforthepast. 

Mama:"Doyouownanythingformal?Peopleshould

lookgoodwhengoingtothosesigningthings" 

Me:"Ihave2.Soyoumyqueendoesn'thaveto

worryaboutanything.Justenjoyyourvacation.The

heatisdecentenoughforyoutogoonthebeach" 

Mama:"There'sapoolupstairs.Iwillgotothebeach

tomorrowwithyoutocelebrate" 



Me:"YouknowIdon'tlikeshowingoffmybody"

Mama:"YoucanwearanoverallandbeSdumoits

fine"

Welaughed. 

Me:"Letmego.Iwillcallyoulater" 

Mama:"Byenana"

Shewithdrewsomethingfromthefridge. 

Me:"Mah!" 

Mama:"Hansaismyrideordie.Iwenttogetsome

fromthebar.Idon'tdrinkasmuchnow.Just2

500mlsaday" 

Me:"Wellthat'sgood.Bye" 

Mama:"Bye.Keepyourphoneonyou'reonspeed

dail"

Igiveuponher.

...

Icalledtheguysinformingthemaboutoutjackpot.I

lovehowmuchtheyarealwayslookingforwardinto



working.Kyliedesertedmetoday.Shehasnot

repliedtoanyofmytextsneitherdidBen.

Myphonevibrated.Finally! 

Me:"Couldn'tyouspare5secondsofyourtimeto

textme?" 

Ben:"Hoeplease.Iamsparing5minutesofmytime

tocallyourightnow.Ifyourfuturein-lawsweren'tso

stupidI'dhavecalledyouearlier.Howareyoudoing

mypumpkin?"IChuckled. 

Me:"I'mgood.Whenareyougettingback?" 

Ben:"Whenyoutellmetocomeback." 

Me:"Comeback.Itsreallyboringhere" 

Ben:"Girlonecannotwastetimeonyou.Soonyou

gonnabemybossandhangingoutwiththeDube

slaymomsandChucknorrisandthatquietone" 

Me:"Ohplease.Iwillnotgettomeetthosepeople.

EvenifIdoIwouldn'thangaroundthem" 

Ben:"Why?That'slikeadreamcometrue"

Me:"Richpeoplearenotpeopletohangaroundwith.



Theyarefullofthemselves"

Helaughed. 

Ben:"Igiveuponyou.Byefornow" 

Me:"Byesweets"

Ihungupandwenttothekitchentolookfor

anythingappetizing.Howcomethismanhasn't

calledortexted?

Ipeeledoffpotatoes.Ishouldstuffmyselfupwith

someroastedpotatoesandroastedchickenmaybe

withsomesaladontheside.Advantagesofstaying

alone.

Myphonebeeped.Ohno!

ShejustcheckedinatEyadiniLoungeatUmlaziand

taggedme.Mymotherhastobetheworst44year

oldinhistoryof44yearolds.Whatthehellisshe

doingthere?

Icalledher. 

Mama:"Heybambino.Didyouseemepost?" 

Me:"Yes.Whyareyouthere?"



Mama:"Toenjoymyself.Youshouldjoinme"

Me:"Nothanks.Howdidyouevengetthere?" 

Mama:"Samorderedmeadriver" 

Me:"Aren'tyouscarednow?"

Mama:"He'smypersonaldriver.Hewillbetheone

takingmeeverywhere.OhI'monVIP,justincase

you'rewonderingwhyisn'tdeafening" 

Me:"Iwillconstantlycheckuponyou.Don'tdrink

toomuchplease" 

Mama:"Iwon'tdon'tworry.Bye.Havesomesleep" 

Me:"I'mcooking.Bye"

Ihungupandtexteddaddy.

"Apersonaldriver?Really?She'satEyadiniasIwrite

this"

"Justletherlivealittle.Weowethattoher.Ihave

peoplemakingsureshe'sokaydon'tworry"-Nzuza.

Greatthen.

Myfoodgotready.Iateandwenttotakeabathand



slept.

...

Iwokeuptosoftmusicplayingandsmellof

pancakes.Ifeltweightonmystomach.Iopenedmy

eyesIsawahandIscreamedandfelloffthebedI

kickedofftheduvet.ThenearestthingIgotholdof

wasaknife.

Me:"Showyourface!"Hemovedifoffthepillow.

What?

Q:"Itsme"hesaidwithhiseyeshalfopened.

Me:"Whyareyouhere?Andhowdidyougetin?"

Q:"BecauseImissedyouandIusedtobeaburglar

whenIwasyoungsoIbrokenin.Canisleepnow?" 

Me:"No.Wakeup.God!DoyouknowifIhadheart

diseaseIwould'vebeendeadbynow." 

Q:"Youjustwatchtoomuchmovies.LetssayIwas

reallyabadguy,doyouthinkIwould'vebeen

frightenedbyaknife?"

Ofcourse.Itkills.



Me:"Don'tjudgemeplease" 

Q:"Comehere"Iputtheknifedownandclimbedinto

bed. 

Me:"Whydidn'tyoumakeanycontactlastnight?"

Q:"Iwasgivingyoutimetomissme.Diditwork?"

Ismiled. 

Me:"Maybe"

Hebroughtmyfacecloserandkissedme. 

Q:"IbroughtachefwithmeIhopeyoudon'tmind." 

Me:"Whattimedidyouarrive?" 

Q:"30minutesago.Iwasworkingnightshift"I

checkedthetime. 

Me:"IhaveameetingwithKhaya...hisbrotherand

theirPAat12pm.Igotthejob" 

Q:"Really?I'mproudofyou.CanIdriveyou?" 

Me:"No.Youneedtorest" 

Q:"Here?"

Me:"Anywhere.Letmeshower"



Hepulledtheduvetoverhishead.Whydon'tthis

creatureeverfeelstheheat?

Ibathedanddressedupinformalasmothersaid.

Hewasreallyout.

Iwalkedout.Therewasanotefromthe"chef"I

guess.Pancakeswithcreamandstrawberrytopping.

Yummy.

Iateandtookoutmybottleoffreezedwateroutof

thefridge.Iwentbacktotheburglar.

Ishookhim. 

Me:"I'mleaving.Pleaselockonyourwayout.Iwill

gotoseemomatthehotelforalittlecelebration" 

Q:"Thenyou'llcomebackandwehaveourownlittle

celebration"oh?

Me:"Uhm...yeah,definitely"Ihopehe'snottalking

aboutsex.Ikissedhimandleft.

WhyamInotworriedhebrokeintomyhouse?

...

ArrivingatNandawegotdowninbusiness.Ispent



lessthananhourthere.Wednesdaywasthedayof

beginning.Itextedtheguys.Wehave3daystorest.

IarrivedatHilton.Iwenttogetmyvisitortag.Ifelta

taponmyshoulder.Iturned.Ifrowned. 

Me:"Areyoufollowingme?"IthinkIsawsomeone

dressedlikethiseNanda.

Nkule:"Ohplease.Don'tflatteryourself.Canwe

talk?" 

Me:"Talk" 

Nkule:"Overthere"

Ifollowedher. 

Nkule:"Whothehelldoyouthinkyouare?" 

Me:"YolandaVilakazi" 

Nkule:"YouthinkQlovesyou?Hedoesn'tdokids,all

hewantsisthatpussyandthenhe'llthrowyouaway

likeausedteabag" 

Me:"Isthatwhathedidtoyou?I'msorry."

Iattemptedwalkingoffbutshegrabbedmyarm.I

lookedather. 



Nkule:"You'renothingbutapig.You'renothingclose

tothekindofwomenhe'sattractedto" 

Me:"Haveyouseenhowmuchhelovesribs?The

dominatingmeatinhisfridge?Porkishisfavorite

mealbabes."Isnatchedmyhandaway."Getoffthat

highhorseorelseyouwillseeanothersideofme.

AndImeanthatinamosthumbleway"

Iwalkedoff.Quintonandhisshamelesspenis.Why

didhesleepwiththispsychopath?

Ihavenointentionsofentertainingherendless

dramahonestly...
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Nobodyisalwayssleepinglikethisman.Weare

supposedtobewatchingthisseriesbutI'm

watchingalonenow.

Ireachedformyphoneandcalledmama.Shehas



beencrowdingthesocialmediawithherpictures.

Theyarebombashellthough,Iguessshelearned

newselfieangles. 

Mama:"Isomehowfeellikeyouandyourfatherare

herewithme." 

Me:"Youmissus?"

Mama:"No.Youcalltoomuch.Youjustdisturbed

myyogasession" 

Me:"What?Yoga?Sincewhendoyoudoyoga?"

Mama:"Sincethismorning.Thisismyafternoon

session."Ichuckled. 

Me:"OkmissYoga.Iwascallingtocheckupon

you" 

Mama:"Thankyou.Didyougotochurch?" 

Me:"No.Hangoverwaskillingme" 

Mama:"Ok.Yourfatheriscomingthissidetonight.

NexttimeIwilltakeasecretvacationsononeofyou

willwanttocrowdme" 

Me:"Butyouinvitedme" 



Mama:"Whatever.Iamgoingtothecasinotonight.

WhatshouldIwear?" 

Me:"Cocktaildress" 

Mama:"Idon'tevenknowwhatthatis" 

Me:"Thatnavybluedressyoupostedwearing" 

Mama:"Ohok.Bye" 

Me:"Bye"

IhungupandcalledAyanda.Shehasn'tbeenreally

soberrecentlyIamworried.

IcarefullymovedQuintonoffmylapandwenttothe

kitchentofixmyselfasandwich.

Q:"Itsreallyrudetomovesomeone'spillow" 

Ichuckled. 

Me:"I'msorry.I'mhungry" 

Q:"Thatmakesthe2ofus."

HemadecoffeewhileImadesandwiches.The

weatherhadquicklytookauturn.Idon'tlikebeing

cold.



Wetookourfoodandwentbacktothelounge. 

Q:"HowmanyepisodeshaveImissed?" 

Me:"5.Youaresuchasleeper" 

Q:"That'sbecauseyou'reherewithme.Idon'tsleep

whenI'malone,Iwork" 

Me:"Speakingofwork.Weren'tyouworkingtoday?" 

Q:"No.Iamofffor2days" 

Me:"Whyareyouworkingthere?Doyougetbored?" 

Q:"2oldagehomesbenefitfrommysalary.Idonate

ittothem" 

Me:"Really?That'sverythoughtful" 

Q:"Iguess.Ineverreallyreachedouttooldage

homes.Ithasalwaysbeenorphanages" 

Me:"Ineverthoughtofyoutobethatman" 

Hechuckled. 

Q:"WellIamthatman.Igiveout15bursaries,

donateto20orphanages.5inJo'burg,5inPretoria,

5hereand5inPE." 



Me:"OhMyGodbabethatisgood.You'reagood

manAfterall"helaughed. 

Q:"YoujustcalledmebabeandsaidI'magood

man"Ihithim.Welaughed. 

Me:"Youtrulyareagoodman" 

Q:"Orphansaremyweakness.AfterIfoundmysonI

neverwantedtoseekidsstrandedorhungry" 

Me:"Foundyourson?" 

Q:"Yes.Sbongakonke."Hetookhisphoneand

showedmehispicture. 

Me:"Ohwow.Howoldishe?" 

Q:"23." 

Me:"Amen"welaughed. 

Q:"Don'tworry.He'saverygoodchild" 

Me:"Welltoyou.Whatifheslapsmewhenhe

doesn'tfindbreakfastready?" 

Q:"Ididquiteanamazingjobraisinghim.Youdon't

haveanythingtoworryabout" 



Me:"Ihopeso" 

Q:"Thismeansyouarepreparedtobemywife" 

Me:"What?No" 

Q:"WhyareyouspeakingofBongaslappingyouif

hedoesn'tfindbreakfast?Becausetheonlytimeyou

willhavetomakebreakfastformychildreniswhen

you'remywife" 

Me:"Ohisit?"Hekissedme.

Q:"Yes"

WellIdon'tthinkwe'llgothatfarbutIwon'tsayit.

Myphonerang.Myheartskippedabit. 

Me:"ItsKylie" 

Q:"Answerit" 

Me:"Heyboo" 

Kylie:"IfIdidn'tknowbetterIwouldsayyouhave

foundyourselfaBen10andyounolongercareabout

me" 

Me:"I'msosorry.Mymotherbeingherehastakenall



ofmytime." 

Kylie:"PleasemeetmeatPavilioninthenexthouror

so.Wehavealottodiscuss." 

Me:"Ohok.Areyouatyourplace?" 

Kylie:"No.RightnowI'mheadingtoQ'stodrophis

ordersoffandthenIwilldrivetoPavilion" 

Me:"Uhmok.Letmegetready" 

Kylie:"Ok."

Ihungup.Iquicklygotupandtookmyplateandcup

away.Icamebacktotakemyphone. 

Me:"She'scominghere.DoyoumindifIborrowyour

car?" 

Q:"Whereareyougoing?" 

Me:"Myplace."Duh! 

Q:"Whyshouldn'tKylieseeustogetheragain?" 

Me:"Becauseitsstilltooearlyandthisrelationship

willbemuchnicerifwekeepitlow-key" 

Q:"Wellgohideupstairs" 



Me:"Ineedtogotomyplaceandchange.Weare

goingout" 

Q:"Therearethekeys.Chooseany" 

Me:"Bye.Iwillcallyou"

Ikissedhisgrumpyselfandtookthekeysandleft.

Igotinthecaranddroveoff.Iamdrivinginatowel

onceagain.Thosesecurityguysbettermindtheir

ownbusinessagaintoday.

...

Iarrivedatmyplace.Everybodymasteredtheskillof

mindingtheirownbusinessinthisbuildingitslovely.

Irinsedmyfaceandappliedmakeupanddressed

up.Ididn'texpecttofindthisbedmade.Atleasthe

hasgoodmanners.

Itookmybagandwalkedout.Itookmycar,Ihave

noenergytobeexplainingwhyamIdrivingQ'sother

car.

IdrovetoPavilion.Shearrived5minuteslater.

Wehugged. 



Kylie:"Wherearewegoing?Movieorameal?" 

Me:"Littleshoppingandthenameal.Isettledthat

dealandIamstartingonThursday.Ineednew

overalls"

Kylie:"Congratulations" 

Me:"Itakeityoudidn'tgetthetextIsentyou

yesterday" 

Kylie:"Ididn'tgetany"

Ichecked. 

Me:"Ohitdidn'tgothrough.I'msorry" 

Kylie:"Noproblem"

IrealizedIhavesomeunreadtextsfromBen.He

arrivedlastnight.

Weboughtafewthings.Sheseemedabitdistantso

Isuggestedwegogetthatmeal.Whateveritis,it

waseatingherup. 

Me:"Whereareweeating?" 

Kylie:"HaveweeverateatMcDonald's?" 



Me:"Nope.Youalwayssuggestfancyrestaurants" 

Kylie:"IfeellikeKFCthough" 

Me:"O-kay" 

Kylie:"Orlet'sgrabkfcstreetwise4andthengoto

McDonald's" 

Me:"Finebyme"

WewenttoKFC,endedupbuyingmorepiecesand

hotwingsforQuintonbecausewearegoingtohis

houseafterthis.

WesettleddownatMcDafterreceivingourorder.

Itwasn'tsopackedasusual. 

Me:"So.Whatdidyouwanttotalkabout?" 

Kylie:"Alot.IthinkI'mbeingpunished" 

Me:"You'respeakinginriddles" 

Shetookaminiboxoutofherbag. 

Kylie:"Openit"

Idid. 

Me:"Aring?" 



Kylie:"Yes.Rayproposed"atearfell. 

Me:"Andyoudon'twanttomarryhim?" 

Kylie:"Idon'tknow.IamscaredofmarriageYoli.My

lastmarriagewasadisaster,whatifthehistory

repeatitself?" 

Me:"Haveyoutoldhimthat?" 

Kylie:"NoI'mscared" 

Me:"Aretheresignsofhimsimilartoyourex's?"She

shookherhead."Openuptohim.Seekhelpandtalk

allthatfearout.Youlovehimright?" 

Kylie:"AlotandwhatstressesmemoreisthatI'm

pregnant" 

Me:"What!OhmyGodI'mgonnabeanaunt" 

Kylie:"Shhh"welaughed. 

Me:"Doesheknow?Ihaveafeelingthathedoesn't" 

Kylie:"Hedoesn't.HeproposedthesamenightIwas

goingtotellhim.Ijustcouldn'tbringmyselftotalk

anyfurther" 

Me:"Youshouldlethimknow" 



Kylie:"Iguessso.Iwillaskhimtocomeoverthis

side" 

Me:"Great.Howfarareyou?" 

Kylie:"Idon'tknowIbookedanappointmentfor

Tuesday" 

Me:"Okaybaby.Yougotthis,alwaysremembernot

everyoneislikeyourex.Whateveritisthatheput

youthroughwegonnapraythatRaydoesn'tdothe

same"Isqueezedherhand.Shesmiled. 

Kylie:"Thankyoulove" 

Me:"Anytime"

WeateandpackedawayourfoodanddrovetoQ's.

...

Q:"LookwhorememberedIexist!Ihaven'tseenyou

ages.ThankyouKylieforbringingherover"hesaid

aswewalkedin.

Kylie:"Ithinkshehasaboyfriend"hegotup. 

Q:"Ithinksotoo.Shedoesn'teventakemycallsat

night.Comeheregivemeahugkid"What'swrong



withhim?

Hehuggedme."Imissedyou"hewhispered.I

pinchedhim.Heletgoofme. 

Me:"WellIamverybusyIhavenotbeenavoiding

youguys" 

Kylie:"Youhave.WebroughtyouwingsMrDube" 

Q:"Really?Youbotharekeepers" 

Me:"Sureashellweare.I'llgettheglasses" 

Kylie:"Don'tworryI'llgetthem"

Me:"Okletmegotothebathroomthen" 

Q:"Pleasebringmemypenontopofthebed" 

Me:"Pen?"Henodded."Ok"

Iwentupstairstothebathroom.Ipeedandtwerked

alittleasIrinsedmyhands.

IwenttoQ'sbedroom.Therewasnopenonthebed.

Istartledwhenthedoorclosed. 

Me:"QuintonDube" 

Q:"Yesbaby?" 



Me:"Whatareyoudoinghere?" 

Q:"Tocollectmykissmylady"

Heheldmecloserandkissedmetoparadise.He

pushedmedownonthebed.He'sneverkissedme

likethis.Thishasmorepassioninit.Hisgripwasa

littletighter.Hekissedmeonmyneck.I'mreadyto

losemyvirginityatthisverymoment.Ineverreally

thoughtI'dloseitlikethisthough,withmyfriend

downstairs?No.Ipicturedrosepetalsallover,

candleswithlavenderscentandalittlepicnicthere

onthefloor.

Ifelthishandslidintomynunu.Nopenotinsidebut

justinsidetheunderwear.Iheldmybreath.He's

makingmehickeys!

Hetookhishandoutofmynunu.Ifinallybreathe.

Hepushedmydressupandkissedmefrommy

boobsallthewaytomythighsandthencameupto

kissmyforehead. 

Q:"I'mjustheretotakeabath.Kylieiswaitingfor

youdownstairs"

Hegotoffanddisappearedtothebathroom.



Iwasstillinasameposition.Whatwasthat?

Hecameoutinhisboxers.Hesmiled,hehasavery

beautifulsmileandsetofteeth.Hepulledmeup. 

Q:"Ijustgotacallfromhome.Thetwinshavebeen

cryingnonestop.Iamflyingtherein2hours.Iwill

bebacktomorroweveningwiththem." 

Me:"Ohok."I'msadnow.

Q:"I'mgonnamissyou." 

Me:"Iwillmissyoutoo"wehugged.AmIinlove?

WhyamIsadhe'sleaving?

Wekissedbriefly. 

Me:"We'llaccompanyyoutotheairport" 

Q:"Whydon'tyoufirstkeepmecompanywhileI

bath?" 

Me:"Kylie-" 

Q:"Kylieisonherwaytotheairporttobullyeveryone

tosqueezeourjetin" 

Me:"Youguysabuseyourpower.Iwillpackforyou

instead"



Q:"Youdon'twannaseemenaked?Iswearmy

pubichairisshaved" 

Me:"Nooneisthinkingofthat" 

Q:"Thencome" 

Me:"No." 

Q:"Iwilltrynottobetoosexy"Ipinchedhim.He

laughedandwalkedback. 

Me:"Whichbag?"Ishouted. 

Q:"Any."Heshoutedback.

Itookabrownleatherone.Isearchedit.Therewasa

pictureofhimandwhomIassumeishisbrother

becausehelookslikehimbutnotsomuchanda

womanthatkindalooks...likeme.Ithaddust.I

cleanedit.Shedefinitelylookslikeme.She'smeina

slenderversion.

Iheardthebathroomdooropen.Iquicklyputitback

andputthebagawayandtookanotherone.Whois

she?Coulditbehispreviouslover?Isthatwhyhe

fellforme,becauseIlooklikehisex?
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AsstrongasItrytobeIamfailing! 

IamgettinginsomniaoverthefactthatNkuleisin

Jo'burg.Thatmeanshisfamilyloveher.Orelsewhy

wouldtheyallowherintotheirhome?Ohshe's

friendswiththewife.Howboring.

Webeganwithworktoday.Theboysarrived

yesterday. 

Khaya:"Youhavemagicalhands.You'vedoneso

muchin5hours" 

Me:"There's5ofus.WewillbedoneonFridayas

yourfathersaid" 

Khaya:"Hesaidthat?" 

Me:"Yeah" 

Khaya:"Getoffthatladder"Igotdown.

Heledthewaytotheoffice. 

Khaya:"TellmeyourfatherdidnotjustorderYolito

finishupbyFriday" 

Zweli:"Hedid" 



Khaya:"Ishesufferingsomesortofdisease?Its

onlyWednesdaytoday" 

Me:"Itsnothingreally.Icanmakeithappen" 

Zweli:"Thatwillbeoverworkingyou" 

Me:"ItsnotlikeIhaveanythingtodowithmytime"I

reallydon't.Quintonisactingupandwhenhecomes

hewillbespendingtimewithhiskids.

Khaya:"Thatstilldoesn'tmeanworkforover8hours.

Zwelicallmom"

Hepulledmeout. 

Khaya:"Its12:30.Gohavelunch." 

Me:"Myfriendisgonnabringitforus.Thankyou"

Hesmiledandwalkedout.

Sbo:"Iseverythingokay?"Istartled. 

Me:"Yeah.Telltheothersthatwearetakingabreak"

Ben:"HolymotherofJesus.WhoisthatsnackIjust

sawattheparkinglot?"Whyishesoloud!

Iwenttohimandclosedhismouth.



Me:"Whatareyoudoing?"Hemovedmyhandoff. 

Ben:"I'maskingaboutthatGod'screationIjustlaid

myeyesonoutside" 

Me:"ThatisprobablyKhayaNcube.Coownerofthis

place" 

Ben:"IneverthoughtI'dmeetmyhusbandinsucha

place"Itookthefoodcarrierbagandgaveitto

Nkosi. 

Me:"Youneedtowakeupfromthatdream.Come

letmeshowyouwhatwe'vedonesofar" 

Ben:"Whatdoeshelike?" 

Me:"Who?Thisisgoingtobethekitchenarea" 

Ben:"Khalo.Itsbeautiful.Isthetilingstillwet?"

Me:"Yes.ItsKhayanotKhaloandfortheloveofGod

canwenotspeakabouthiminthemoment?I'm

tryingtoshowyoumywork!" 

Ben:"I'mwellawareofthat.Ilovethemosaic" 

Me:"Oh.Ithoughtitwasabitextra" 

Ben:"Areyoukiddingme?Isthisallit?" 



Me:"Yeah.Let'sgoeat" 

Ben:"What'sgoingonbetweenyouandQuinton?" 

Me:"Nothing" 

Ben:"Whyisyourcarandcellphoneinsuredbythe

Dubelogistics?" 

Me:"Ohhegiftedmewithit" 

Ben:"Andthecellphone?" 

Me:"Ittoo" 

Ben:"Andyoustillnotconvincedthatthisman

wantshimselfsomeyou?" 

Me:"Benplease" 

Ben:"Thatcarisregisteredunderyourname.

NobodymakesittotheDubeinsuranceunlessthey

areimportant" 

Me:"IguessI'mtheluckyonethen.Where'syour

crazyex?" 

Ben:"Atthecrazyworld.Doingcrazypeople's

things"welaughed.



Whyismyphoneinsured?Thismangetscreepier

eachday.Wejoinedtheguys.Iintroducedthemto

eachother.Hejustblendedin.

Myphonerang. 

Me:"Excuseme."

Igotupandwenttostandnexttomycar. 

Me:"Daddy" 

Nzuza:"HiMaNzuza.Pleaseforgivemeforjuggling

upyourschedulebutthiscan'twait.UMakhuluwho

knowsalltherightcustomsisreallysicksoshe

suggestedwegoaheadwiththeceremoniesbefore

shegetsworse" 

Me:"Owok.Whichdaydidyouchoose?" 

Nzuza:"Sunday.ThisSunday" 

Me:"Ohmy.Ok.SoIamsupposedtocomethereon

Saturday?"

Nzuza:"Yes" 

Me:"Ok.Iwillcallyoulater" 

Nzuza:"OkmyAngel"



Ihungup.I'mreallyscaredtogothere.Imightneed

Kylietocomewithme.IcannotbearoundpeopleI

amnotfamiliarwith,notespeciallywhenIwillbe

centerofattention.

IgotonFacebooktocheckonthenotificationofmy

motherwhohadjustpostedyetanotherpictureand

taggedme.ShefeelslikeaVoguemodel.

IcameacrossNkule'spost.Shecheckedinwith

Quinton.Atahotel!

Anhourago.

Ifeltmyheartsink.Thisisthereasonhehasn't

textedme.Iamnotgonnacry.

"Girlfriend.DoyoufeellikeflyingtoEC?"Isentto

Kylieandwentbacktoeveryoneandweate

listeningtoBen'shilariouspast.Buthepromisedme

theyweren'tdoinganything!

...

Icheckedthetime.Idon'tthinkIcangoaminute

longer.

Painting,tilingandplumbingalldone.Wewerenow



cleaningup.Ifeltlikemyeyesweregonnafall.

Sbo:"Ihaveneverlongedformybedthismuch" 

Lwandle:"Iwantawarmbathandan8hoursleep" 

Me:"Let'sgo.Iamsohungry.Whattimeisitany

way?" 

Sbo:"Its23:45imagine" 

Me:"Wewillcomeinat12pmtomorrow." 

Nkosi:"Textthemtonotcomehereuntilthen"

Sbo:"Yes.Theflooriswet"

Ilaughed. 

Me:"Iwill."

Weturnedthelightsoffandlocked.Therewereonly

2carsontheparkinglot.

Ipackedourtoolsontheboot.Theownerofthe

othercaropenedthedoorandcametowardsus.I

quicklypressedtheclosebuttonandhurriedinside

thecar.Istartedit.

Iheardaknockonthewindow.Ifrozeforamoment.



Ipressedthewindowdown. 

Me:"CanIhelpyou?" 

Man:"EveningMissVilakazi.Youdidn'tturnthe

alarmon" 

Me:"Uhm.Whatalarm?" 

Sbo:"Thestorealarm.Let'sgoturniton"Igave

themthekeysandtheygotout.

Man:"Itsveryimportanttoturniton.Especiallyin

thisneighborhood.Itsnotsafe." 

Me:"Areyouthesecurity?" 

Man:"Youmayputitthatway."

SboandNkosicameback. 

Sbo:"Itsturnedon" 

Man:"Haveagoodnight" 

Me:"Thankyou"

Idroveoff.Theboyswereonabouthowmuchofa

goodmanheis.Myworrywas:Howdidheknow

whoamIandhowdidheknowwedidn'tsetthe



alarm.ItextedKhayaaskingifheworksforthem.

Hecalled.IputontheBluetoothearpiece. 

Me:"Hi"

Khaya:"Nkosazana.Didhescareyou?" 

Me:"Nobuthehasmewondering" 

Khaya:"Heismycousin.Hevolunteeredtobeyour

guardsinceyouguyswillbeworkinglate" 

Me:"Oh.OkthanksIwishyouhadletmeknow

thoughcauseIthoughtheisthebadguy" 

Khaya:"Nosweetheartheisn't.Gohomeandrest.I

willseeyoutomorrow" 

Me:"Thankyou.Bye"

Hehungup.Therewasnotextnoramissedcall

fromQuinton.Iguesshe'senjoyingbeingwithher.

...

Wearrivedhome.WefirstatewithNkanyisoand

LwandlewhileSboandNkosibath. 

Me:"Guyslet'scallitaday.ItsalreadyThursday" 



Lwandle:"Goodnightsisi"

Itookmyphoneandwenttomyroom.Iscreamed

whenIturnedthelightson.Iheardtheirfootsteps

runningtowardsmydoor.Ilockedit. 

Me:"Itsokay.Itwasjustarat" 

Nkanyiso:"Ok."

Hedidnotlookhappyatall. 

Me:"Iwasn'texpectingtofindyouhere" 

Q:"Thereisalotofplacesyou'dfindmeatifyouact

likeaheadlesschicken" 

Me:"Excuseme?"

Q:"Whywasyourphoneoff?" 

Me:"Myphoneisveryon."

Q:"I'vebeencallingyousincethedaybegan" 

Me:"MyphoneisonQuintonanddon'ttalklikethat

you'rescaringme"

Hegotup. 

Q:"DoyouknowhowworriedIwas?" 



Me:"No.AllIknowisthatyourbitchcheckedinwith

youinahotel" 

Q:"What?" 

Me:"Yes.Nowpleasedon'tcomehereandturn

tables.Accusingmeofkeepingmyphoneoffwhile

youknowverywellyounevercalled.Youwerewith

yourwomandoingonlyGodknowswhat.Don'tease

upyourconsciencewithputtingmeonthewrong"

Itookofftheworksuit. 

Q:"Icalledyou!AndIdidnotdoanythingwithNkule.

Iwastheretotalktoher." 

Me:"Couldn'tyoutalkinamorepublicspace?" 

Q:"No" 

Me:"Why?Youwantedtohavesexwithherright?"

Hesighed. 

Me:"Say'yesYoli.Ididn'tthinkyouweregonnabe

smartenoughtofigurethatout'.Andhow

convenientitistofindyouhere?Ifyoureallywanted

tofindmeyouwould'vecametowhereIwas.You're

trackingmyeverymoveright?Whydidn'tyoutrackit



tillyoumadeittoeNanda?I'msickandtiredofyou

andthatcrazywoman.Ifyoustillwannacrawl

aroundwithher,youbetterleavemethehellalone

Dube"

Ididn'tunderstandthelookonhisface.Helooked

surprised,mad,sadandamusedallatonce.His

eyesweren'tonmyfacenow.

OhIwasshoutinghalfnaked.Iundidthebraandslid

downtheunderwear.Ipickeditallupandtookmy

walkofpridetothebathroom.

Me:"WhenIcomeout,Idon'twanttofindyouhere"

Iclosedthedooronhisface.Whothehelldoeshe

thinkheis?Fuckingthatretardedbitchandcome

heretoaccusemeofthings.Nxmen.

Isawasimcardontopofthetoiletseat.Itookit.It

ismyactivesimcard.Fok!

Iforgottoputitbacklastnight.IputonTelkomto

callmyfatherlastnight.NowonderKyliedidn't

respondtomytext.

Eitherwayheshould'vegrownapairandtextedme



onWhatsApporFacebook.

Iwentundertheshowerandscrubbedmyself.

Ifinishedandwalkedout.Hehadleft.GoodcauseI

would'vesmackedhimtillhedied.

Iputmysimcardbackandsatinfrontofthemirror.I

needtovent.IcalledBen.

Heanswered. 

Ben:"Itsquarterpast1inthemorning.Areyouin

trouble?" 

Me:"No" 

Ben:"Ok"

Thelinewentdead.Aibo.Icalledhimagain. 

Ben:"Yoli" 

Me:"Ben.Ineedtovent!" 

Ben:"I'mlistening" 

Me:"Ilied.MeandyourMrDubeareathing" 

Ben:"Notsurprised.Next" 

Me:"Andthere'sthiscrazychick.Hisexactually." 



Ben:"NonkululekoNdlela?" 

Me:"Youknowher?" 

Ben:"Nonono.PretendIdidn'tsaythat" 

Me:"Ican't.WhatdoyouknowBenjamin?" 

Ben:"Itsconfidential.Whatdidshedo?" 

Me:"Ithinktheyarestillseeingeachother" 

Ben:"Idoubtbabe" 

Me:"Theyweretogethertodayatahotel" 

Ben:"Hewasprobablytheretotellhertofuckoff" 

Me:"Ishouldn'thavecalledyou."

Hechuckled.Ihungup.

"IwillneverdothattoyouYolandayouhaveto

believeme"wheredidhecomefrom?

Me:"Ican'tbelieveyouQI'msorry" 

Q:"Iwenttheretoclarifythingsforher.Shehasthis

wholeideamadeoutthatherandIaretogether.We

werenevertogether,Ihavetoldyouthisbefore.

She'sonamissiontobreakusup.Shewentasfar



asgoingtoawitchdoctor.IamsorryIwentthere

withoutinformingyou.Itriedcallingyouthough"He

pulledmeuptostand.Heheldbothmyhands.God

I'msoinlovewithhimIwanttocry."Iwouldnever

cheatonyou,especiallynotwithher.WhatIfeltfor

herdiedalongtimeago." 

Me:"I'mscared.I'mscaredI'mnothinglikethe

womenyoualwaysdate." 

Q:"Thatwhatmakesyouspecial.IloveyouYolanda.

ThemoreIgetremindedthatIshouldn'tisthemore

Iloveyou." 

Me:"Iloveyoumore"hewipedmytears.WhendidI

gethere?Weshouldn'tbedoingthis.

DoIaskaboutthepicturenowor?

Hehuggedme. 

Q:"Let'stalkaboutyourwalktothebathroom

naked" 

Me:"NoIwanttosleep" 

Q:"Okay.Letmetuckyouinbed" 

Me:"Okay"weletgo.



Iappliedrollonandlotion.Hewaswatching.Hehas

nomannersatall.

Somethingcrossedmymind. 

Me:"Didn'tyousayyougonnacomebackwiththe

kids?"

Q:"Idid.Theyareathomesleeping"

Me:"With?"

Q:"Alone" 

Me:"What!Youneedtoleave." 

Q:"Theyarefine.Ineedtokissyou"hekissedme

andpushedmedowntothebed.

"Yoli!Where'sthiskid"

Thedooropened.IpushedQuintonoff.Hefell.

Kylie:"Tellmethisisjustmehallucinating"shecould

barelystand.

Me:"Whatareyoudoinghere?Itsalmost2inthe

morning" 

Kylie:"Pleasetellmethatisn'tQuintonDube"



Iwasnowstandingbeforeher.Blockinghertocome

anyfurther. 

Me:"What?Where?" 

Kylie:"Ionlyhadtwoglassesofwhiskey.AndIsaw

youkissingwithsomeone"shepushedmeoutofher

way.

Iclosedmyeyes.

Iheardherlaugh. 

Kylie:"GetupDube" 

Me:"Wecanexplain" 

Q:"Whatareyoudoinghere?"

Kylie:"Iknewthatcarwasn'toutofgenerosity.And

youprotectingherfromboyfriendswastoogoodto

betrue"

Me:"Whatareyoudoingherereally?" 

Kylie:"IguessGodwantedmetowitnessthis.Sit

down"

Shemadeusbothsitandthentookadeepsigh.



Kylie:"Howlonghasthisbeenhappening?"

Me:"2weeks" 

Kylie:"WhathappenedtoherbeingKid?"

Quinton:"Idon'tknow.BabeI'llseeyoutomorrow"

hekissedmycheek."Kylie.Wehaveanearly

morningtomorrow." 

Kylie:"Whatever."Hechuckledandwalkedout.

Shehitmewithabagandlaughed. 

Kylie:"You'resuchacrook.Howlongwereyougoing

tohidethisfromme?"

Me:"ForaslongasIcould."Welaughed.

Kylie:"YouknowIwaswonderingwhyyourphoneis

insuredbyhiscompanybutIbrusheditoff.I've

alwaysknownhelikesyou" 

Me:"Ohplease"

Shetookoffherheelsandjumpedinbed. 

Me:"Whywereyoudrinking?" 

Kylie:"IwassayinggoodByetoalcohol.ItoldRay.



He'soverthemoon.Iamnotreadyforachild" 

Me:"Youwillbe.Sleep"

Shehadalreadydid.

Iwentouttolockthemaindoor. 

Me:"SweetJesus!ThisisverycreepyQuinton" 

Q:"YouthoughtIwasgonnagowithoutmykiss?"

Me:"Thekidsarealone" 

Q:"Iwaskidding.Thereisananny"heputtheice

creambacktothefridge."Youknowitsmuchnicer

fromtheoriginaltub" 

Me:"Isee"

Hecameovertomeandwekissed. 

Q:"Ihavesomethingtotellyou" 

Me:"Yeah?"

Q:"Yes.Come"

Hepulledmetothecouch. 

Q:"Thatpictureyousaw.That'smybrotherandhis

latewife" 



Me:"Picture?" 

Q:"Isawitonthefootage." 

Me:"Oh.Sowhat'sherstory?"

Q:"Storyforanotherday.Iwantedtomakeitclearto

youthat,thatsnotme." 

Me:"Ok.I'mgoingtoEConSaturday" 

Q:"For?"

Me:"Tomeeteveryoneandbeintroducedtothe

ancestors"hewentquietforawhile.

Q:"Alright.ThetwinsandIwillpassbyherelater

tomorrow." 

Me:"I'dlovethat.Iwillbehereuntil12" 

Q:"Great."Heperkedmylips."IwishIcouldjustlook

atyouuntilthesunrises"Iblushedalittle. 

Me:"Go" 

Q:"Iwantyoutoknowthatthisrelationshipisyetto

getverybumpy.Pleasestaybymysideaswefightit

all"



Me:"ShouldIbeworried?"

Q:"Yes.Alittlethough.Butwhenallisoverwewill

bethehappiest"hekissedforehead.Absorbingmy

commonsense.

Q:"Iloveyouokay?" 

Me:"Okay.Iamgladyoudo" 

Q:"AndNkulewillneverdisturbourpeaceagain" 

Me:"ShebetternotbecauseIhaveenoughmoneyto

hireasnippertotakeherout"hefrowned. 

Q:"That'sscary.Byebabe" 

Me:"Byesweets.Imissyoualready"

Hesmiledandwalkedout.

Thatishisbrotherandhislatewifehuh?Whydoes

shelooklikeme?That'stheanswerIneed.What

doeshemeantherelationshipisyettogetbumpy?

Whoisthisman?...

[2/26,07:24]Zozaness:BeautyLiesInTheEyesofA
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Iwokeuptomyphoneringinglikeitstheonly

audiblethinginthisworld.

Iopenedoneeyetocheckwhomightitbe.Ayanda.

Shehardlycalls.Ianswered.

Me:"Hey." 

Ayanda:"Pleaselookaftermykids.Yourbrotherin

lawisabouttotakemylife"Iopenedmyeyes

immediatelyandsatonmybutt.Sheiscrying. 

Me:"Waitwait.What'sgoingon?"

Ayanda:"He'sgonnakillmeYoli.Hewenttohiscar

togetagun."Myheartbeatoutofit'sribcage. 

Me:"Run!" 

Ayanda:"Ican't.Hebeatmeup"ohmyGod.

Me:"Lockthedoorplease" 

Ayanda:"Iloveyoubaby" 

Me:"Ayandano!Mtase?Ayanda?"



Thelinewentdead.Icalledherbackitrang

unanswered.Ilookedformyshoesandranout.I

realizedontheliftthatI'mnotgoinganywhere.Iam

here.

IcalledSizwe.Iprayedasitrang. 

Sizwe:"Hey" 

Me:"Sizwepleasehelpme.Mysisterisintrouble.

Herboyfriendwantstokillherpleasedriveto

Edonsaplease!" 

Sizwe:"Ican'thearyouYolithesignalisbadhere.

Pleasespeaklouderandslower" 

Me:"KhozawantstoshootAyandapleasecallthe

police!" 

Sizwe:"Whereareyou?" 

Me:"Sizwe.I'minDurban.MysisteristhereoLundi.

Khozawantstokillher!"Whyishesostupid?

Sizwe:"Ohshit.I'llcallyouwhenwegetthere" 

Me:"Thankyou"

Iwentbacktomyplace.Isatonthecouchanxiously.



Icouldn'tstopthetearsfromfalling,thinkingofall

theworstscenarios.ItriedcallingmomandNzuza

buttheirphoneswentstraighttovoicemail.

Icheckedthetime.Itwasquarterpast10.Icleaned

uptopasstime.

Iputpotsonthestoveandbegantocookfor

Quintonandhisbabiesaftercleaning.Ikepttrying

Sizwebuthewasn'tanswering.

Myphonerang.Irushedtoit.Isighed.Iwashoping

itsSizweormom.

Me:"Hey"

Quinton:"Heybaby.Wearehere.Ineedalittlehelp" 

Me:"Youguysareearly.I'mcoming"

Iwenttocheckontheguys.Theywerefastasleep.

Seemslikewewillbegoingtoworkaround2pm

today.

IwentouttofetchtheDubes.Hehuggedandkissed

me. 

Me:"Wherearethey?"



Q:"Inside.Theyaresleeping"heopenedthedoor."I'll

takethese2.You'llcarrySikelela"aren'tthey

supposedtobe2?

Me:"Ididn'tknowtheywere3" 

Q:"Theyare.OhI'msorryIforgottotellyou.Theboy

isChris's.Theycan'tbeseparated"Oh.Hetookthe

boyandagirl.Itooktheothergirlandlockedthecar.

Wewentinside.

Me:"Letsputtheminthebedroom"welaidthem

down.Theyareevencuterinperson.Theboyhas

hisresemblance.Thegirlsdotoo,justlighter.

Q:"Areyouokay?Youlooklikeyou'vebeencrying"I

lookedathim. 

Me:"Mysistercalledmecrying.Sayingherbaby

daddybeatherupandouttogetagun"

Hepulledmeouttothelounge.Hetookhisphone

out.

Q:"Haveyoucheckeduponher?"

Me:"She'snotanswering"

Myphonerangasheputhisontheearandwalked



tothebathroom. 

Me:"Sizwe" 

Sizwe:"Wefoundnooneheresweetheart.Justa

messyhouseandtracesofbloodinthebedroom.

Neighborssaytheydidnothearanygungoingoff" 

Me:"Noitcan'tbe.Pleaselookforherinevery

house" 

Sizwe:"Wedid.Myshifthasended.Thesearch

squadhasbeencalled.Iwillkeepyouupdated" 

Me:"Okaythankyou.Wait.Ishiscarthere?"

Sizwe:"Unfortunately. No" 

Me:"Ok.Thanks"

Hehungup.Icalledmama. 

Mama:"Yoli"shewascryingandpanting.

Me:"Mama.KhozabeatAyandaupandnowshe's

missing" 

Mama:"I'monmywaythere.Iseepolicecarson

theiryard.Godthisisallmyfault" 



Me:"Pleasegoandaskaroundifanyonesawwhere

hiscarwent.Thepolicesaytheyonlysawabitof

bloodintheirbedroom.Shecalledmeearlierand

saidhewentouttogetagun"

Mama:"OhJesuswhathaveIdone?Thisisallmy

fault" 

Me:"Maplease" 

Mama:"IShould'vebeenabettermother.She

wouldn'thavefledhometostaywithhim.Ithought

hewasagoodman.HowdidImissthesigns!She

washereonTuesday,herbackwasbruisedbutshe

saidshefellonherwaytogetwoods.Ishouldn't

havebelievedher"Iwasnowalsocrying.Shehung

up.Quintoncameout.

Hebroughtmeinforahug. 

Me:"Theyfoundnoonethere" 

Q:"Theywillfindthembaby.Ihaveabusinesswith

thePIsthatside.Iwaswiththemonthephone.They

willbeworkingwiththepolicethatarehandlingthat

case.Don'tcryokay"hesqueezedme.FunnyhowI

wasn'tconvincedwhenSizwesaidtheywillfind



thembutnowIhadfaith.

Me:"Okay.Letmefinishupcooking" 

Q:"Whereareyourguys?" 

Me:"Stillsleeping.Wehadalongdayyesterday" 

Q:"Whydidyouknockoffthatlate?" 

Me:"Becausethatmanwantsusdoneby

tomorrow" 

Q:"Isheondrugs?Howbigisthatplace?"

Me:"Sideofyourloungeandkitchen"heraisedhis

eyebrows. 

Q:"Callhimandtellhimyouaren'tcomingintoday.

Youhavefamilymatterstoattend" 

Me:"Ican't.Iwillgoaround2toinstallcupboards

andsinks" 

Q:"Youcan'tworkinthatstate" 

Me:"Ican."ItextedKhayathatwe'llcomeinlateand

tookoutspoonsandthenicecreamoutofthefridge.

Hesmiled.Igavehimhisspoonandwedugin.



Q:"Kyliekeptlookingatmeandshakeherheadin

themeeting"Ilaughed.Whendidsheevenleave?I

forgotsheslepthere. 

Me:"Idon'twannaknowwhatisshegonnasayto

me.YourememberBen?" 

Q:"Thewhiteboy?" 

Me:"Yes.There'snoneedtoadresshimlikethat

though" 

Q:"Heiswhite.Ifoundoutheworksforus" 

Me:"Hedoes" 

Q:"Nice.So,areyoufriends?" 

Me:"Yesweareandheknowstoo" 

Q:"Nice.Ihopehedoesn'tdiscussourconfidential

informationwithyou" 

Me:"Notatall" 

Q:"Good."

Mylipsareitchytoaskaboutthatwomanofhistwin

brother. 



Me:"Whatdidyoumeanwhenyousaidour

relationshipwillgetbumpy" 

Q:"Imeant.Yourfatherisgonnashootmeinthe

headwhenhefindsoutI'mdatinghisdaughter." 

Me:"Why?Youneverreallytoldmewhywouldhe

protestagainstthisrelationship.Wastheirfeudthat

bad?" 

Q:"Verybad.Hewantsnothingtodowithus.

EspeciallyKhuleandI.Andontheotherside,Iliedto

mybrotheraboutwhoamIseeingbecausetheywill

notapproveofofourrelationship.Concerningthe

factthatyou'reSam'sdaughter." 

Me:"Sohowlongisitgoingtobeasecret?" 

Q:"I'mstilltryingtofigureouthowamIgonnabreak

ittothem" 

Me:"Andmydad?" 

Hesighed

Q:"Thatisourhugeproblem.He'llfindoutwhenhe

findsout.Wehavetobelowkeyaspossible" 

Me:"ThisisharderthanIthought."Igotuptostirthe



pap.IfmyfatherdidnotpunchthatmaninPickn

Paytheotherdaywhenhekeptpursuingmetogive

himmynumber.I'dsayhe'sharmlessbuthe'snot.

Ifelthimbehindme.Heputhisarmsaroundmeand

pressedhischinonmyhead. 

Q:"There'salotofthingsIhavetotellyoubutI'm

scaredyoumightchickenoutandleaveme.In

everythingjustalwaysrememberIamnotperfect

andIhavepaidforallmysins.ButIwilltellyouin

duetime" 

Iclosedthepotandturnedtohim. 

Me:"Wheneveryouarereadybabe." 

Q:"Youwouldn'tleavemeright?" 

Me:"Ifyoudidn'tcheat.NoIwon't" 

Q:"Iaminthisforalongrun.Iwatchedyoufora

whole3months.Ifelldeeperforyoueachday.You

becamethemostexcitingthingofmylifeotherthan

mykids.IfyoueverleavemeIwillkilleveryoneyou

goonadatewith" 

Me:"WhydoIbelievethat?" 



Q:"BecauseIwoulddoit"Ilaughed. 

Me:"Aslongasyou'retrying.I'llforeverbeyours.Its

onlybeentwoweekstogetherbutitfeelslike

months" 

Q:"Youevenshoutedatmeyesterday"Ilaughed.

Me:"Iwasmad" 

Q:"Youaren'tscaredofme." 

Me:"ShouldIbe?" 

Q:"Yes.Iamscary"

Me:"WellI'mbravehun"

Heattackedmewithakiss.Idon'tknowifIam

reallyinlovewiththismanorourkissesaremore

thanjustakissrecently.

"Thekidsarewatching"westartledandstopped.I

sawSboontheothersideofthecounter.Iflashed

himaguiltysmile.Hepointedbesideme.

Theretheywere.Lookingatuswithbottlesintheir

tinymouths.Quintonwavedatthem.Theysmiled. 

Me:"Heyguys"theystoppedandturnedandwalked



toSbo.Hechasedthemaround. 

Me:"They'remadIkissedtheirfather"welaughed.

"LetmegobathI'lldishupwhenIgetback" 

Q:"Iwanna-" 

Me:"Stayhereandeatyouricecream"

Hesmirkedandspankedmyass. 

Me:"Don'twakenmydemonsMrDube" 

Q:"Aretheydangerous?" 

Me:"Verydangerous"Iwinkedandrantothe

bedroom.

IprayedforAyanda'ssafereturnbeforegettinginto

thetub.Youreallycan'tguaranteeanyone's

goodness.Ineversawhimtobethatguy.Ithought

hewasallaboutprotectingher.

HegotinasIputundieson. 

Q:"We'rehungry" 

Me:"I'mfinishingup" 

Q:"Ilovethatbirthmark"Ifrowned.Ihaveabirth



markonmyleftbuttcheek. 

Me:"Thankyou"

Hecamecloser.Irushedtothebedandputmy

dresson. 

Me:"Let'sgoanddishup" 

Helookeddownathispants.Ichuckled. 

Q:"Ineedtopee" 

Me:"Yeahyoudo"

Ilefthishornyass.Idishedupforeveryone.The

babieswerehavingfunwithSboandLwandle.I

servedthem. 

Lwandle:"Areyouguys...?" 

Me:"IfItellyouImighthavetokillyou" 

Nkosi:"Isawit.Heseemslikeagoodguythough" 

Me:"Soeverybodykeepssaying."

Nkosi:"Highprofilepeopledon'tdothis.Theytake

whattheywantfromyouandleave." 

Sbo:"True.Buthiskidsarehere."Qcameout. 



Q:"Finally."Hekissedmycheek."I'llfirstfeedthese

monkeysandtheneat" 

Me:"Letmetry.Maybethey'llsmileatme"

Hechuckledandsaidokay.

TheycametomeassoonasIsatdownwiththeir

bowl.Ifedthem.Theywereevenspeakingtheirown

language.Hesatthereandsmiled.

Theyfinishedthewholebowl.Iwassurprised.Igave

themtheirmeat.Theywereevenhappier.Itook

mineandatetoo.

Iwashedthedishesafterwards.Thesemoronswere

talkingaboutfootball.

Ourdayofblisswasshortenedwhenwehadtogo

towork.Theydidn'twannabecarriedanymore.We

pulledthemtotheelevator.Lwandleandtheguys

wenttogetthecarattheundergroundparkingwhile

Iaccompaniedmybabiesout.

Webuckledthemup. 

Me:"IwishIwasn'tleavingforECtomorrow.We'd

spendqualitytime" 



Q:"Youguyshavealifetimetospend" 

Me:"Yeswedo.Byelovies"theywaved.Ichuckled.I

closedthedoor. 

Q:"Iwillcallyoulater.Keepyourphoneon" 

Me:"Ok.That'sifIwon'tfindyouwaitingformein

mybedroom."Hechuckled. 

Q:"Youwon't."Ismiledandkissedhim.

Hegotinthecaranddroveoff.AmIslowlygetting

intoaseriousrelationship?

...

8hourslaterwefinished.Tiredasyesterday.Butwe

didprettymuch.IthankGodfortheguysI'mworking

with.Verydedicatedandactive. 

Me:"Tomorrowwewillbegettingourmoneyand

youmaythrowahousepartyonSaturday" 

Them:"Yay!" 

Lwandle:"Can'twecomewithyoutoEC?" 

Me:"Really?Youwantto?" 



Nkosi:"Yes.We'veneverbeenoutofKZN.We've

neverdrivenover5hourstoanyplace" 

Me:"I'llspeaktomydad.Andwewouldflythereif

heagrees"

Theyjumpedupinexcitement.They'resuchbabies.

Wecleanedupandsetthealarmandlocked.Ifelta

lightheadache. 

Me:"Nkanyisopleasedrive.Idon'tfeeltoowell"

Hetookthecarkeys.Khaya'scousinwasthere

again.

Myphonerangaswedroveoff.Iwaswillingtodrop

itifitwasKylieorBen.Theycrowdedmethewhole

afternoontoday.

Me:"Heylove" 

Q:"Baby.I'msosorrysthandwasam.Idon'teven

havewordstosaythis.Ayandais-"

Iheardscreechingtyres.Somethinglikeawindow

breaking.

"Pullhimout!"SaidavoiceIcouldn'trecognize.I



heardsomeonegroaninginpain."Don'tbeathimup

youasshole" 

Me:"Quinton?Q?"

Thelinedied.Myphonerang. 

Me:"Ma?"Shejustscreamed."Maplease" 

Mama:"Hekilledthem!Hekilledthem!"

"YolithisisNkosazana.Ayandaandthechildwere

foundshotatthebushes.Hekilledthemandshot

himselftoo"

Ihungupandbowedmyheard.Godwhy?

Witheverythingofwomengettinglostandgetting

killedbystrangers.Somedyingonthehandsoftheir

romanticpartners.Ineverreallythoughtmysister

wouldalsobeavictim....
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Itsbeena3monthsofpain,tears,disappointment

andhealing.

Healingfrommysisterandnephew'spassing.

Healingfrommyfailedrelationship.

Seeingmysister'scoffingodown.Ahugepartofme

leftwithher.TheonlypersonIcouldconfidein

withoutherjudgingmewasgone.Myoneandonly

sisterwasNomore.Iwillneverseeheragain.No

more1hourcalls,talkingaboutnothingbutourcrazy

motherwhomweresentactionsofbutstillloveher

somuch.

Shehasalwaysbelievedinme.Mypoorbabyboy.

Hedidn'tliveenoughtoservehispurpose.

ThatKhozaman,eveninhisgrave.Iwillforeverhate

himforkillingmysisterandherbaby.

ItallhasnotbeeneasybutIprayedaboutitall.AndI

conquered.I'mfinallyoveritall.Itdoesn'thurtas

much.

ThingstookasharpcurvebetweenQuintonandI.

Noexplanation.Nonothing.Hejustdisappearedon

me.



Hisphonealwaysstayedoff.Iwenttohishouse

numeroustimes.Theaccesscodehadbeen

changed.Thefingerprintscandeniedmeaccesstoo.

ButIkeptgoingthereuntilonedayIfoundasecurity

guardandhetoldmehemovedout.Ifiguredhe

didn'twantmeanymore.SoIstoppedtrying.

Kylie&BenmovedbacktoJo'burg.Wecalledeach

otherregularlybutIcouldn'tbringmyselftoask

aboutQ.Ididn'twanttoputtheminthatawkward

positionyouknow.

Iwon'tlieIwasreallybrokenatfirst.Buteverything

getsbetterwithtime.HereIamtoday,strongerand

smarter.

AndIfinallygraduated.MyfathermadesureIlooked

andfeltlikeaprincessthatIam.Theyalsolooked

beautifulwithmom.itwasn'tsoexcitingthough.We

hadjustburiedAyanda3weeksprior.Itwould've

beenmorespecialifshewasthere.Thedegree

belongstoher.Shepersuadedmeatalltimestobe

thebestateverythingconcerningacademics.The

prideinmymother'seyescouldn'tbecomparedto

anything.Iliterallycried.



2weeksagoIwenttoECformyceremony.Itwent

prettywell.IalsofoundoutthatIhaveaniecebut

unfortunatelyshewasn'tthere.ShewasinPEinwith

hergrandmother.Theceremonywasdoneatthe

villagethatIcan'trecallthenameof.

TheNzuza'swereverygoodtome.TurnsoutIam

theyoungestofthewholegeneration.

Everyoneis30yearsoldupwards.Butfunnyenough

Ienjoyedbeingtherewiththem.Ididn'tneedthe

boysorKylietocomealongtorescuemeafterall.

Herbumpwasgettingvisible.Shelookedsexyas

hell.

AndIhavedone3jobssofarsincethatoneofthe

Ncubefurnitureshop.

ThenewsflashisZweliandIhavebeengoingout

for3weeksnow.Nodon'tjudgeme.Idonotstay

aroundandmournfailedrelationships.Imoveon

whenIfindsomeonethatIthinkIlike.

He'ssweet.Playfulandveryromantic.Random

surpriseseverynowandthen.He'sboyfriendingvery

well.Myagegroup.Idon'tknowwhatIwasthinking



agreeingtobeQuintonDube'sgirlfriend?Sometimes

wemostlikelytoaimtoohigh.

Mybabiesmovedouttotheirownnewplaces.

LwandleliveswithNkosi.SboliveswithNkanyiso.

Theyvisitonceaweek.

Ifitwasn'tformyparentsandZweliwhoalways

keepmeoccupiedonmyphone,I'dbedeadof

loneliness.

...

ItsSaturdaytoday.Ijustfinishedmythirdjob

yesterday.Ihave2promising.I'mcrossingfingers.

IhavetomeetwithmydadlateronofwhichI'mnot

reallyupfor.Allhedoesistalkabouthisdayswith

mymom,work,work,workandaskmeifI'mseeing

anyone.

ApparentlytheNzuzapeoplewedat18.I'mnotthem.

Idon'twantmarriage.Atleastnotnow.Idon'tsee

it'srelevance.

AllIdoonmyweekendsismoparound.Plusits

June,2daysuntilJulyitsreallycold.Pjsaremybest



friend.

Myphonevibratedundermypillow.Studysaysthat

isabadhabitanditsnotgoodforthecellphoneand

theownerbutitalwaysendsuphere.Idon'tcare

howmanytimesI'vereadtragicstoriesabout

puttingacellphoneunderyourpillowbutIstilldoit

anyway.

"Goodmorningsunshine.Today'sweatherisfor

Netflixandsnacks.Whatdoyouthink?"

AtextfromZweliread.Cametothinkofit.We've

neverspenttimeineachother'splaces.Wespend

ourtimeatrestaurants,cinema,beach,hisoffice

andplacesthatIhaveworkedat.

"Morningboo.Thatsoundslikeagoodidea.This

placegetstooquietattimes."Isentandthengotin

theshower.

AcoupleofmomentslaterIwalkedout.Ifound2

missedcallsfromhim.Icalledhimback.TheDube

Logisticsstillrechargesmyphonewithairtimeand

eternaldatabytheway.

Zweli:"Sphalaphalasami" 



Me:"Heythere.Iwastakingashower" 

Zweli:"Really?IwishIcould'vebeentherewithyou"

Me:"Wellyouweren't.Stopbeingapervert"he

laughed. 

Zweli:"HowcanInot?Eversawthatbody?" 

Me:"YesIhavethankyoubaby." 

Zweli:"Heavenly.Icalledtoaskyourplaceormine?"

Me:"Yours.Mydadpopsuphereeverynowandthen

whenhe'shere" 

Zweli:"Okay.WhattimeshouldIexpectyou?"

Me:"Uhm...I'mmeetingwithhimaround12.Iwill

probablyshowuparound4pmorso" 

Zweli:"Okaysweetheart.Seeyouthen" 

Me:"Bye"

Ihungup.Imadethebedandpreparedmyselffor

leaving.

Sboandthecrewwereathome,OlundisoIwasn't

expectinganyvisitors.Ipackedanovernightbag



andthenleft.

ItssocrazythatIonlyknowabout5peopleinthis

block.IneverleavemyplaceunlessI'mgoingto

work.There'sacoffeeshopdownstairs.Most

peoplehereeatbreakfastthere.I'veonlybeenthere

ocne.

Iwarmeduptheengineandwenttotheboottoput

mybagandgetanewpacketofwinegums.Isaw

myteddy.Ithrewhiminhere,heremindedmeof

Quinton.Ipickedhimup. 

Me:"I'msorryforpunishingyouforsomeoneelse's

sinsbhabha.Come"

Iclosedthebootandwentbackinsidethecar.I

placedteddyinhisrightfulseatanddroveout,

straighttoSouthbeach.

Myphonerang.Iforgottocallherlastnight. 

Me:"Mommy" 

Mama:"HelloQueenElizabeth.Didyourservants

happentoforgettoremindyoutocallme?" 

Me:"MysincereapologiesmamakaYoli.Ihad



surprisesleep.Ican'tevenrecallwhattimedidIfall

asleep" 

Mama:"Apologyacceptedmylady.Daddytellsme

youguysaregoingout" 

Me:"Thatisverytrue.I'monmywaythere.How's

mybaby?"ThathastobeAyanda'sdaughter.We

thankGodshewasatschoolwhenallthathappened

orelsewewould'velosthertoo.Shestayswithmy

mothernow.I'veresumedaroleofbeingarealfull

timemothertoher. 

Mama:"She'sfine.She'sstillsleeping"suchalazy

being. 

Me:"Tellhertocallmewhenshewakesup" 

Mama:"Okay.Areyoucominghomesoon?" 

Me:"Yeah.ProbablynextFriday" 

Mama:"Okntombi.Letmecook.Havefun" 

Me:"Imissyourcooking."

Mama:"Hhaigoandeatyourrawfishpolarbear"I

laughed. 



Me:"It'scalledsushimadam" 

Mama:"Rawfish!"

Ilaughed.Shehungup.I'msogratefulforherguilt

overAyanda'spassing.Shecutdowndrinking.She

didmakeitclearthatshe'sonabreakthough.

Iarrivedatthemeetingspot.Iparkednexttohiscar.

Igotoutandcalledhim. 

Nzuza:"Aboyinawhitet-shirtistheretogetyou" 

Thislookslikeapub.Ihungupandwalkedtowards

theguy. 

Me:"Hi" 

Him:"Hey.Yoliright?" 

Me:"Yeah.Isupposemydadsentyoutogetme" 

Him:"Hedid.Ndlalifa"

Me:"I'msorry,what?" 

Him:"MynameisNdlalifa"ow. 

Me:"Oh.Nice.Youalreadyknowmine" 

Him:"YesIdo.Let'sgobeforeyouroldmangets



worried"

HeledthewayintothisEgagasiniplace.People

werehavingthetimeoftheirliveshere.Whyon

earthwouldhechoosesuchaplace.

Hewastalkingandlaughingwiththeseoldmennext

tohim.

Me:"Greetingselders" 

Them:"Molonontombi" 

Nzuza:"Thatwasn'tsohardright.Thesearemy

partners.ThemenI'mworkingwithonthisnewhotel.

Gentlemen,thisismydaughterYolanda.Yolithisis

MaxandthisisbrotherTim,hewasatyour

ceremony.Don'tyourecognizehim" 

Me:"IknewI'veseenhimfromsomewhere.Howare

youSir?"Idonotrecognizehim! 

Tim:"I'mgoodmychildhowareyou?" 

Me:"I'mprettywellthankyou"theystartedtalking

aboutthingsthatdonotconcernYolandaVilakazi.

Theyhadalreadyordered.Thefoodarrived. 



Nzuza:"Yousee?Ididn'tforgetaboutyourcocktail" 

Me:"ImustsayI'mprettyimpressed" 

Ndlalifa:"Doesithavealcohol?" 

Me:"About0.2%" 

Ndlalifa:"Ayoungbeautifulladylikeyoushouldn't

haveanybitofalcoholinhersystem" 

Me:"AreyouaDr?"Hechuckled. 

Ndlalifa:"Nonotatall.I'mayoungbusinessman"the

oldbusinessmenlaughed. 

Me:"OhIsee.Ihopeyouwon'ttellmethismeatisn't

goodformyhealth"

Ndlalifa:"NotatallNkosazana" 

Tim:"So,MissNzuzawhatdoyoudoforaliving?" 

Me:"Ieat,shop,work,readandsleep"theyall

laughed. 

Max:"Hemeansyourprofession"ofcourse. 

Me:"Iamaninteriordesigner" 

Ndlalifa:"Wowreally?"Inodded.



Tim:"Seemslikewejustgotourselfaright

candidateforthejob" 

Ndlalifa:"IjustboughtanapartmentatRichview.

BrotherTimboughtahouseatUmbilo." 

Me:"Areyouhiringmetosauceupyourhouses" 

Tim:"No.Notyet.Ifyou'reinterestedyoucanpass

bytheofficeonWeststreetMondaymorningand

presentyourpreviousworktous.Iwouldreallylove

toseepicturesofthebighousesyou'veworkedon

before.Iamobsessedwithbreathtakingbathrooms

andkitchens.ThathouseIboughthas2kitchens

and3bathrooms.Iwantthemallindifferentstyles.

IfIlovewhatyou'vedoneinthosehouses.Thejob

willdefinitelybeyours" 

Me:"OhmyGod.Thatjobisdefinitelymine"

Welaughed.Ilookedatmydad.Hewinkedatme.

ThisfoodmyLord!

Max:"Lookatthetime" 

Ndlalifa:"Iwishwedidn'thavetotravelthisoften" 

Tim:"Yousignedupforthis" 



Nzuza:"Safejourneygentlemen"theyshookhands. 

Tim:"ItwasniceseeingyouagainYoli" 

Me:"ThankyouTata."

Theywalkedoff. 

Nzuza:"TheyareflyingtoCapeTowntohavedinner

withNdlalifa'sparents." 

Me:"Wowmustbenicetobethem" 

Nzuza:"Itis.Theywillbemovingherepermanently

aftertheirwedding" 

Me:"What?" 

Nzuza:"NdlalifaandTim.Theyaregettingmarriedin

August"Ichuckled.

Me:"Foramomentwhenwewalkedonandsawno

otherfemalewithyouguys.Ithoughtyouwere

matchmakingus"helaughed.

Nzuza:"Iwouldneverdothat.Theyareacouple" 

Me:"That'snice.ThismeatistodiebutI'mfullnow" 

Nzuza:"We'lltakeitawaywithus.Let'sgotothe



beach"

Weleftaftertakingourtakeawaystothecar.

Wedidwhatwealwaysdoatthebeach.Chaseeach

otheraroundlikelittlekids.

Iexcusedmyselfandwenttotheloo.

Therewassomeonepukinginoneofthetoilets.

Ipeedandwenttowashmyhands.Shesounded

verysick.Iknockedonherdoor. 

Me:"Areyouokay?"Shepukedagain."Hello?"I

heardthetoiletflush.Thedooropened. 

Her:"YezI'mfine.Justpregnant."Myeyesraninto

herstomach.She'schubbybutIcouldtell.Shewas

wearingthedressnetoverherbikini.Soyellowand

freshandglowing. 

Me:"Congratulations.Ithoughtyouweredyingin

there"shechuckled. 

Her:"Thanksforcaring.Iwillbefine" 

Me:"Okaykeepwell"

Shesmiledandnodded.Iwalkedout.Ifounddaddy



waitingforme. 

Nzuza:"Iammeetingafewfriendsinanhour." 

Me:"Okay.Let'sgo"

Wewalkedbacktowhereourcarsareparked.I

unlockedmine. 

Nzuza:"Thepurposeoftodaywasmarketing.I

foundoutthattheyboughthousesandinsearchof

aninteriordecoratorsoIofferedthemlunchbefore

leaving.Ididn'twanttotellthemtogiveyouthejob

justbecauseyou'remychild.Iwantyoutoearnit.

WhenyougothereonMonday,breakaleg.Youwill

beagainstover30people.Makemeproud,but

mostlyyourself"hehuggedmeandthenkissedmy

forehead. 

Me:"Thankyoubaba.Iwillsurelydo" 

Nzuza:"That'smygirl"

Wegotintoourcarsandwentourseparateways.

...

Hedoesn'thugme.Heattacksme.Everytimehe

seesmehemakesitseemlikewehaven'tmetin



ages.HelivesinMusgrave.Ipassedbytheshopsto

getussnacks.We'llbuypizzawhenwegethungry.

PlusIbroughtthemeatwehadatthatplace.

Zweli:"Imissedyoumonkey" 

Me:"Imissedyoumorebaboon.Thisplaceis

beautiful" 

Zweli:"Thankyoumylove.Youboughtsnackstoo?" 

Me:"Yep.Butwe'llkeepthemforlater"

Hekissedmeandledmetothecouch. 

Zweli:"Wegonnacamphereandchooseamovie"

Itookoffthebootsandajacketandsatdown.The

heaterwasservingit'spurposeveryright.

Hecametositdowntoowithabowlofsnacks.

Wechoseamovieandcuddled.Perfect!

Zweli:"You'resowarm" 

Me:"Myfeetarecrazilycoldthough"

Hechuckledandkissedmycheek.Wewatchedone

movieaftertheother.



Itwasevendarkeroutside.Itwascloseto8pm. 

Me:"Aren'tyouhungry?" 

Zweli:"Iam" 

Me:"Let'smakefoodthen" 

Zweli:"Iwannaeatyoufirst"Iturnedtolookathim.

Hebroughtmyfaceclosertohisandsmoochedme

soslowandsonice.

Thedoorgotkickedopen.Wejumpedintoourfeet.

Theyhadguns.Ifelttheurgetopee.

Oneofthem:"MsoonkaJacknoRose.Wallets!

Phones!" 

Anotherone:"Putyourhandsup!"Wedid.He

collectedourphonesandtookbothmybags.He

pickeduptheplasticofgoodiesIbrought. 

Thefirstonetotalk:"Knowwhat?Justtakethegirl

too" 

Me:"Noplease"

Zwelitriedshieldingmebuttheybeathimup.The

wasthatIorderedIgettakenpointedagunatme



andshushedme.

Theypickedmyshoesandmyjacketupandgave

metodress. 

"Nowbeagoodgirlandwipethosetearsandwalk

awaywithus."Ishookmyhead.Hecametostareat

mecloser.Iclosedmyeyes.Hisbreathwashitting

myface. 

Him:"Donotletmeshootyougirl"

Me:"You'dratherkillme" 

Him:"Carryhergents"

Itriedtoruntothebedroom,jumpingthepassedout

Zwelionthefloorbuttheycaughtmeandputacloth

inmymouthandpinnedmeagainstthewallandtied

myhandsandthencarriedmeallthewayout.It

happensagain:nopeopleinsight.Wherearethey

whenyouneedthem?

Mytearshelplesslygusheddown...
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Iwokeupinmybed.Whatthehellhappened?My

headwasn'tgivingmeanypeace.Isatupstraight.

Therewasaboxofpillsandaglassofwateronthe

minitablebesidethebed.

Ilookedformyphone.Thesepeoplecouldstillbe

here.Itrang.Itwasonthecharger.Theyarevery

convenientcriminals.

Hopedoesnotkill.Idrankthepills.Iftheywantedto

killmetheywould'vekilledmeyesterday.

Iwenttogetmyphone.ItwasLwandle.I'llcallhim

later.Thetimewas1pm.Fuckthosepeople.I

missedchurch.

Iheardaknockfromthemaindoor.Itookaglance

atmyselfonthemirror.Theywipedoffmymakeup.

Whatkindofgameweretheyplaying?

ItextedZwelithatI'mokayandatmyplaceand

askedwhereheisandhowishe.

AndthenIwenttoopenthedoor.Istoppedhalfway.

Itcouldbethem.Whywouldtheyknockthough?The

doorissupposedtobeunlocked. 



Me:"Whoisit?" 

"HoeyoubetteropenupbeforeIkickthis

motherfuckindoordown"Ilaughedandrushedto

open.Itwaslocked.ThekeywashangingwhereI

usuallyputitalongwithmycarkeys.Thisisinsane.I

openedupandhuggedhim.

Ben:"Becarefulyou'llmakemedropmyLouis

Vuittonbelongings" 

Me:"Mxmaisuka."Hegotin.Iclosedthedoorand

locked.

Ben:"Bringglasses" 

Itookthemoutandgavehim.Hetookout

champagne.Isatonthecoffeetable. 

Me:"Arewecelebratingsomething?" 

Ben:"Yes.Mynewrelationship.Cheers!" 

Me:"Cheers!"Wedrankup. 

Ben:"Wereyousleeping?" 

Me:"Yes.IwaskidnappedlastnightanddruggedI

think,causethelastthingIrememberisgettingin



theircar...."Maybetheyrapedme.

Igotupandrantothebathroom.Itookoffthe

leggingsandthepanty.Isatonthetoiletand

touchedmynuna.Nothingfeltstrange.

Iheardaknock. 

Ben:"Areyouokaybaby?" 

Me:"IfIhadsexIshoulddiscomfortright?" 

Ben:"Openthisdoor"

Iopened. 

Me:"Iftheyrapedme.Ishouldfeelright?" 

Ben:"Iguessso...wait.Theykidnappedyouand

broughtyoubackafter?" 

Me:"TheyabductedmefromZweli'sapartment.I

wokeuphere"hefrowned.

Ben:"That'sveryodd"

Me:"Veryodd" 

Ben:"Come"

Wewentout.Hesatmedownonthecouch. 



Ben:"Didtheytakeanything?Phonesormoney"

Me:"No.Myphoneishere.Soaremycarkeys.I

wokeupwithtabletsandwateronthetablenextto

thebed" 

Ben:"Thishasyourdadwrittenalloverit.Hedoesn't

wantyoudating" 

Me:"Hewouldn'tdare" 

Ben:"Ohyeshewould.Thatthreathemadetothose

Sboguys"hetoldthemtheyshallneverletmego

intoanyman'shouseorletamaninhereorelse

kuzonyiwa.

Me:"He'ssowrong.Letmetakeashower" 

Ben:"He'ssuchacharacter"helaughed."Heeven

boughtyoupills.Psst"Ichuckledandwenttomy

room. 

Me:"Orderussomethingtoeat"Ishoutedafter

closingthedoor. 

Ben:"Pizzaandmarinatedhotwings?" 

Me:"Yesplease" 



Ben:"You'llnevergetthatsummerbody" 

Me:"Tohellwithit"helaughed.

Imademybathasbriefaspossibleanddidlittle

makeup.IdressedupandjoinedBen.Hewas

smilingathisphone.Itookafleeceandcovered

myselfonthesinglecouch. 

Me:"I'mallears"hedidn'tcatchthat.Ithrewa

cushionathimhestartled. 

Ben:"OhMyGoddoyouknowIhaveheartdisease?" 

Me:"Really?" 

Ben:"No!Butwhenyou'reinloveyou'remostlikelyto

haveit.Youscaredme" 

Me:"Whoishe?"

Ben:"Khaya"hesaidandwentbacktohisphone. 

Me:"What!TheoneandonlyKhaya?" 

Ben:"Yes." 

Me:'Wow" 

Ben:"That'sallyougonnasay?Wow?No'you're



perfectforeachother'?He'stheonethattoldme

aboutyouandZwelibytheway" 

Me:"Hehasalargemouth.Nowonderheissonice

tome.Hewantsmetovouchforhimeverytime"he

laughed. 

Ben:"No.He'snaturallynice.Youknowfate,itis

somethingelse.Wemetinabusinessdinnerin

NorthWest.Myseathadbeenoccupiedbysome

uninvitedcoconutuglybitchboy.Heofferedmehis

andtherestwashistory.Romanticisn't?" 

Me:"Veryromantic.I'msohappyforyoumylove" 

Ben:"WhathappenedbetweenyouandtallQuinton?"

Me:"Itallvanished" 

Ben:"YouknowIfeltlikeyoudon'ttrustmeenough

whenKhayatoldmeaboutyouandZweli" 

Me:"Ididn'twanttoburdenyou.IfeltlikeifItellyou

Iwillalsoaskyoutotellmewhereheis" 

Ben:"He'sinJo'burg.Todayitishischildren's

birthday."

Me:"Idon'twanttoknow.Heleft.Ishouldleavehim



alone" 

Ben:"Don'tyoumisshim?" 

Me:"Myhearthasacceptedthathe'sgone.IfImiss

himornotistotallypointless" 

Ben:"Didn'tyourmamateachyoutogoforwhatyou

want?" 

Me:"Shetaughtmetogoforitifitsgonnapayme" 

Ben:"Whataboutthatmakesyouhappy?" 

Me:"BenjaminClarksonpleaseleavemealone" 

Ben:"Bemyguest"

Myphonerang. 

Ben:"Foodishere" 

Me:"PayI'llreplaceit" 

Ben:"Don'tactallrichonmeplease"Ichuckledand

answered.

Me:"Heybabe" 

Zweli:"Hey.Areyouokay?Didn'ttheyhurtyou?" 

Me:"Notheydidn't" 



Zweli:"ThankGodIamsoworried.Ijustcameback

fromthehospital" 

Me:"I'msorry.Howareyoufeeling?"

Zweli:"InpainbutI'mgood.Iwillbeabletocome

andseeyou" 

Me:"There'snoneedto.I'llcome" 

Zweli:"I'matmyparent'shouse." 

Me:"Oh.I'llbeexpectingyouthen" 

Zweli:"Byehun" 

Me:"Byelove"

Hehungup.Bencamebackwithfood.Andflowers.

Heputthefooddownandgavemetheflowers.

Ben:"Iguesstheseareforyou" 

Me:"Forme?" 

Ben:"YeahIjustfoundthematthedoor."

Itookthemandlookedforthecard.

Me:"Dearmybetterhalf.IloveyouMaVilakazi.They

mustbefromZweli" 



Ben:"That'ssocheesy" 

Me:"Isn'thethesweet?" 

Ben:"Heis.Buthisbrotherissweeter"welaughed

andateoverasillyconvoabouttheir2days

vacationsalloverthecountry.

Hewashappy.Iwashappyforhim.Hedeservesall

thehappinesscominghisway.

Wetookanap.Wokeupinaverydarkhouse.I

turnedthelightson.Bensuggestedwecook.He's

obsessedwithpastaandheknowsalltheright

recipes.Itwas7pm.Zwelihadnotcontactedme.

IreceivedatextfrommydadasIthoughtofthat.

"Ihopeyou'repreparedforthepresentation

tomorrow.Breakaleg.Daddylovesyou"

Me:"ShitIhavepresentationtomorrow." 

Ben:"Really?Youonlygonnasaythatnow?" 

Me:"Itotallyforgotaboutit."Icheckedthetime.

"AndIleftmycameraatQuinton'splace.Ithasall

thepicturesofthathouse.Itisthebestbighouse

I'vedonesofar.Ineedthosepictures.TheonesI



tookwithmyphonearen'tofgoodquality"

IcalledKylie. 

Kylie:"Uyaloya.Iwasjustabouttocallyou" 

Me:"ThatisgreatbecauseIdesperatelyneedyour

help"

Kylie:"Talktome" 

Me:"IneedpicturesofQ'shouse" 

Kylie:"Whydon'tyoutakethem?"

Me:"Becausewebrokeup.Ileftmycamerathere

andhe'sunreachableonthephone" 

Kylie:"Youbrokeup?" 

Me:"YesKylie.Ihavetopresentmyworktothese

richmenmyfatherworkswith.Ifyoucanget

someonetobringitformeplease" 

Kylie:"There'snoonethere" 

Me:"Askhimifheleftwithit"

Kylie:"Leftwithittowhere?" 

Me:"Hisnewplace." 



Kylie:"Whatnewplace?" 

Me:"ThelasttimeIwentthereIfoundanew

securityguardandhetoldmetheDube'sdidn'tlive

thereanymore"

Kylie:"That'spurerubbish.Gogetyourcamera" 

Me:"Ifhestilllivestherethatmeanshetoldthe

guardtosaysowhichmeansI'munwelcome.Even

thefingerscandoesn'trecognizemyfinger

anymore"Ifelttearsfillmyeyes.IthoughtIwasover

it. 

Kylie:"Iwillsendyouthecodejustnow" 

Me:"Idon'tthinkthat'sagoodidea" 

Kylie:"Youwillnotthrowawayyourchanceof

makingmillionsjustbecauseyou'rescared.Goget

yourcamera.Ifhegetsyouarrestedhe'llhavetoget

mearrestedinstead" 

Me:"ThankyouKylie" 

Kylie:"Anytimebaby.Iwillflydowntomorrow

evening.Whywouldyouwanttofacebreakupalone

thoughYolanda"



Me:"Ididn'twanttobotheryou" 

Kylie:"AisukaYoli.We'refriendsforChrist'ssake.

Youshouldtrustme" 

Me:"I'msorry" 

Ben:"Tellherplease.She'ssuchahidingbitchthis

one" 

Kylie:"Youtrulyare.Greetthatlovestruckteenager

forme" 

Me:"Iwill.Bye" 

Kylie:"Byebabe"

Benhuggedme.Iwipedoffthetears. 

Ben:"Allshallbefine.Tellmeifyouwantmeto

freezehisaccountsasrevenge" 

Me:"Couldyoudothat?" 

Ben:"Inasnap" 

Me:"Pleasedoit" 

Ben:"Bringmeyourlaptop"

Igotoffthebarchairandwenttomyroom.Ifirst



lookedforhishouse'skeysandthentookthelaptop.

Igavehim. 

Ben:"Youbetterchangeintosomethingwarmer" 

Me:"Thathastobemypajamas"

Iwenttochangeandputonmysnugbootstoo.I

tookmypursecausemycarhasnogaswhereverit

is.IwalkedbacktoBen. 

Me:"CanIuseyourcar?" 

Ben:"Yesofcourse"hetossedmethekeys. 

Me:"Keepyourphoneonplease.JustincaseIget

arrested" 

Ben:"Stopbeingacoward.Go"

Ismiledandleft. 

....

Iwassayingalittleprayeralltheway.Kyliesentthe

code.

Iparkedatthegate.WhatifIfindhimintherewitha

woman?



Buthewouldn'tbehere.Itshischildren'sbirthday. 

Ipunchedthecode.Itwasreallylate.Itwasafter9.I

wasdrivingveryslow.Iwastooanxioustospeedup.

Thegateslidopen.Idrovein.Theoutsidelights

wereoff.Ishould'vebroughtBenalong.Thelight

fromthestreetlightwaslightingthissideabit.

ItextedBenthatIhavearrivedandgotoutofthecar.

Iunlockedandwentin.Iturnedthelightson.I

missedthissmell.Iclosedthedoorandwalkedon

tothetvandturnediton.Ididn'trealiseImissedthis

placesomuch.It'slikemysecondhome.

Iputonmtvandwenttothekitchen.Itwasspotless.

Iboiledwaterandcheckedwhat'sonthefridge.My

donutswerestillthere.Itooktheboxout.

Itookoneandateit.Ittastedveryfresh.Iopened

themugscupboard.Itookoneoutandmademyself

coffee..

Iwenttogetmycamerafromthetvstand.Andwent

upstairstohisoffice.

Iputeverythingonthedeskandturnedontheprinter.



NowthatI'mhereIwillnotgowithoutprintingthese

picturesout.Justincasetheydon'thaveelectricity.

Imovedthepicturestotheflashdriveandalso

printedthemout.Thebigcomputerdoesn'thave

password.Onlythelaptopdoes.

Ifinishedup.IclearedalltheevidencethatIwas

hereandturnedthelightsoffandwalkedout.

Igotdownandrinsedthecupandputitback.I

emptiedthekettlewhiledancingtotheelectrosong.

"Yolanda"

Idiedfor5secondsIswear.Hisscentfilledthe

wholespace.Mywholebodyinstantlytrembled.

Fromfearandalsofromanger.Iputthekettleback

onit'sholderandIturnedback.Hehadaportable

bagofclothesonhishand.

Helookeddifferent.Hisbeardhadgrown.Oureyes

lockedoneachother. 

Quinton:"Whatareyoudoinghere?" 

Igulped.Iwantedtothrowthecameraathimand

cursethehelloutofhimwhileontheotherhandI



wantedtoruntohimandhughimsotightandtell

himIlovehimandImissedhim. 

Me:"Whydidyouleaveme?" 

Quinton:"Youshouldn'tbehere" 

Me:"Whydidyoutellhimtolietome?Whydidn't

youcometomeandtellmeyoudon'twantme

anymore?"

Quinton:"TakeyourthingsandleaveYolanda" 

Me:"Whywouldyoudomelikethat?Youaskedme

toneverleavewhenthingsgetbumpy.Theyhaven't

evengottherebutyouleft.Withoutadamn

explanation!YouleftmeQuinton.Whydidyouleave

me?" 

Quinton:"Youaren'tlisteningtome"

Me:"Whydidyouleaveme?" 

Heputhisbagdownandwalkedtowardsthe

counter. 

Quinton:"Itstimetogohome"

Hecollectedmythingsandwalkedtowardstheexit.



Istoodtherewithmytearsgushingdown.

Hecamebackin. 

Quinton:"Youneedtoleavemealone.Neverever

comebackhere.Youhearme?" 

Me:'Why?"

Quinton:'Lockthedooronyourwayout"hepicked

hisbagupandjoggedupthestairs.Ifollowedhim.

Me:"Why?WhyshouldIleaveyoualone?"

Hekeptonwalking."QuintonSkhululiweDubetell

mewhyshouldIleaveyoualone?Iwantthereason

why!" 

Heswiftlyturnedandgrabbedmebymyarm. 

Q:"BecauseI'mnotgoodforyoudammit!"Itall

happenedsofast.Hehadmepinnedagainstthe

wall."Youneedtoreallyleavemealone.Iam

beggingyou"hesaidinacalmertone.

Me:"Ican't."Isaid,inalmostawhisper.Heletmego

andwalkedtohisbedroom.

Istoodthereforquitesometimecrying.Iheardhim



shoutatsomeoneonthephone.Hekeptmentioning

thecode.ThathastobeKylie.

Hewentquietagain.Istrippednakedandwalkedin.

Hecouldseemeinthemirror.Hesighedandbowed

hishead. 

Me:"Makelovetome.IpromiseIwillleaveyou

alone" 

Heturnedtolookedatme.

Iclimbedonthebedandliedonmybackandclosed

myeyes.Iamnotevensureaboutthisbutifthere's

oneI'mcertainaboutitisthatIwanthimtobemy

first.

Me:"Imeanthisfromthebottomofmyheart

Nyamazane.IwillpassyoulikeI'veneverseenyouin

mylifewhenwecrosspathsafterthis"

Ifelthisweightpressthebeddownafterawhile.My

heartbeat'srateincreased.Ifelthisweightonmy

upperbody.Hekissedme.Iresponded.

Iwishhestilllovedme.Icouldfeelhisheartbeaton

mychest.Hewaskissingmedifferentlyfromallthe



timeswe'vekissed.Moreandmoreemotionswere

putonthisone.Whatisgoingonwithhim?

Idon'tknowhowhedoesthatbutIloveitsomuch.

Ihelpedhimundress.Ifeltliquidhitmyeyes.I

openedmyeyes.Hewascrying.Iquicklyshutmine

closedandpaidattentiontohishandthatwas

movingdownthere.Iwasreadyforhim.Hefeltthat

andthenrubbedhimselfagainstmysacredpalace.

Hetriedpenetrating.Mylegsstartedshaking.

Hestoppedandexhaled.

Quinton:"Tellmeyouaren't" 

Me:"Iam"

HeattemptedgettingoffIheld."I'mreadyQuinton" 

Quinton:"I'mnotgonnadothis" 

Me:"Please" 

Quinton:"Notlikethis"

Hegotoffanddressedup.Hecoveredmewitha

duvetandthenwalkedout.

IstayedinthatsamepositionuntilIheardtheengine



rev.Igotupandwenttotheslidingdoorleadingto

thebalcony.Ifeltalittlediscomfortdownthere.

Isawhiscardriveoutofthegateandspedoff.

Iwentbacktobedandclosedmyeyeshopingtofall

asleepinstantly...
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Luckyisme.Ihavemyselfachefhere.Thefood

smeltandtastedsoheavenly.Iputhisonatraywith

cutleryaside.

Iheardmyphoneringing.Iwenttogetit. 

Me:"Mother" 

Mama:"QueenofEngland.Howdidyour

presentationgo?" 

Me:"PrettywellIthink.Thankyouforasking" 



Mama:"Thatjobwillbeyoursmybaby.Where'syour

spermdonor?"Myheartsankabit. 

Me:"He'souttheredoingonlyGodknowswhat." 

Mama:"Igotacallfromhiswife'sassistant.She

wantsustovisither" 

Me:"What?Why?" 

Mama:"Maybeshewantstokillus.Idon'tknow"I

chuckled. 

Me:"Wearen'tgoinganywhere" 

Mama:"Iwasthinkingweshouldactually.Should

shetryanythingfunny,IwillshowherwhatI'mmade

of" 

Me:"Wearenotgoing." 

Mama:"Shesaidshewantsustotalk" 

Me:"There'sSkypeandeveryotherformof

communicationifshewantstotalk.There'snoneed

forustogototheirhome" 

Mama:"Aisuka.Iwannagothereandstabherbitch

face" 



Me:"Iknewyouwereuptonogood" 

Mama:"Sheruinedmylife" 

Me:"Itwasfate.You'renowlivinglarge.Youhave

yourownbeautifulhouseandcar.Youcantake

vacationstowhereverinthisworld." 

Mama:"OhyesIcanandwannastabherinthehead

andtraveltoMalibu"Ilaughed. 

Me:"I'mdonewithyou.SendmylovetoPrincess" 

Mama:"Iwill.Shedoesn'twantmeatanymore.She

saysshe'savegetariannow.Ithoughtshewas

jokingbutshe'snot" 

Me:"Buyherallthegreens.She'lleventuallymiss

meat" 

Mama:"I'llgetwrinklesbecauseofthischild.Bye"

ShehungupbeforeIcouldsayittoo.That'show

pettysheis.

Where'sthisman.HecamedownjustasIwasabout

togofetchhim. 

Me:"Thefoodiscoldnow" 



Quinton:"Iwasspeakingtomyolderbrother" 

Me:"Yourtwin?" 

Quinton:"No.Thefirstborn,Calvin."Hewipedhis

handsandsatdown.Hesmiledlookingdownathis

food."Whotaughtyoutoservepeoplelikethis?" 

Me:"Whatpeople?"Helookedatme. 

Quinton:"Meforexample.Whotaughtyou?" 

Me:"IhaveamotherQuinton" 

Quinton:"Ohh.Iforgot.Shetrainedyouwell" 

Me:"Shesuredid.Juice?"Heraisedhiseyebrows.I

chuckled."Doesn'titgetyoudrunk?"Itookabottle

ofcastleliteoutandputitonhistrayandpoured

myselfjuice. 

Quinton:"No."Inoddedandweateinsilence.

Iwasn'tawarethatImissedhimthismuch.OrIwas

justindenial.

Hebroughthiseyesup.Theymetmine.Ismiled. 

Quinton:"Whyareyoulookingatmelikethat?" 



Me:"Likewhat?" 

Quinton:"Likethat" 

Me:"NowIcan'tadmireyou?" 

Quinton:"Itsseductive"Ibitmylowerlip."Yolanda" 

Me:"What?"Itookasiponmyjuicewithoutmoving

myeyesoffhis.Hesmirkedanddroppedhis.

Quinton:"Ifyougonnakeepdoingthat.Wewillnow

meetatthebeach"

Me:"Ididn'tknowitssafeforustobeseenin

public" 

Quinton:"Yougonnahavetobringafriendwhenever

youcomeherethen" 

Me:"Why?AmIirresistiblethatmuch?"

SeeIlovethis.Havingthispoweroverhim.Hecan't

saynotomeandgetawaywithit.Iwillseducehis

fineassuntilhegivesinandtellhimhewasright,

weshouldn'tbedoingit. 

Quinton:"Don'tyoufeellikegoingtoyourplace?" 

Me:"No.Ifeellikegoingdownonyou" 



Quinton:"That'sit.I'mout."Hegotoffthechairand

walkedovertokissmycheek. 

Me:"Whereareyougoing?" 

Quinton:"Somewhere.WhereIwillnotseeyour

temptingass"Ilaughed.

Me:"Don'tgo.I'llbeagoodgirl" 

Quinton:"Promise?" 

Me:"Yeah.Letmerinsetheseandwewatchamovie

andwecatchup.Tellmeaboutallyou'vebeendoing

withoutme.Whoyousleptwith,wheredidNkulego

andsoon" 

Quinton:"I'llbechoosingamovieforusthen"

Hewalkedofftothelounge.

IrinsedthedishesandcleanedanypossiblemessI

madeandthentookoutsnacks.

Isawaboxofmydonuts.Iforgottoputitbackto

thefridgelastnight.Itwassealed.Odd.Itookthem

withmetothelounge. 

Me:"Youboughtthese?" 



Quinton:"Yeah.Iorderthemeverymorning" 

Me:"Really?" 

Quinton:"Yes.Rememberthoseyoulefthere?" 

Me:"Yes.Iatethemlastnight" 

Quinton:"No.ThosearetheonesIboughton

ThursdaywhenIwashere.They'remynewfavorite.

Theyremindedmeofyou.Ihadthemdeliveredtwice

whereyouworkedthelasttime"

IthoughttheywerefromZweli. 

Me:"Wereyoustalkingme?" 

Quinton:"Sometimes.Ihadtobesureyou'reokay" 

Me:"Itshould'vebeeneverytime.Iwaskidnapped.It

could'vebeentherealbadguys"

Quinton:"Iwould'vefoundyou" 

Me:"Womenarerapedandkilledeveryhour.You

would'vefound2dayslaterthatIwaskidnappedby

thetimeyoufindmeIwould'vebeendead" 

Quinton:"Insimplerwords.Youaregrantingme

accesstotrackyoureverymove?"AmI? 



Me:"Yes"hesmiled.Irolledmyeyes."Whatmovie

didyouchoose?" 

Quinton:"Thekissingbooth" 

Me:"IthinkIoncesawatrailerofit.Isn'ttooyoung

foryourliking?" 

Quinton:"Itsforyou.WecanwatchBarbieifyou

want"Ilaughedandpinchedhim. 

Me:"Orwecanjustwatch50shades" 

Quinton:"No.Wearewatchingthekissingbooth.

Somethingyourage" 

Me:"Annais-"heputhishandovermymouth.

Quinton:"Shutup"heputiton.Hetookadonutand

restedhisheadonmythighs. 

Me:"Don'tfallasleep" 

Quinton:"Iwon't" 

Me:"Good"Ialsotookadonut. 

Quinton:"Isleptwithsomeone"hesaid.Thatstung

myheart.Ibecamelostforwords.Heturnedtoface

up.Ilookedaway.



Me:"Nkule?" 

Quinton:"No."Hepaused."Iusedacondom.That

doesn'tmakeitbetterIknow.IstoppedbeforeI

couldfinish.I'msorry"Iwanttocry. 

Me:"Issheimportant?" 

Quinton:"Nosheisn't.She'sKatlego'ssister.I

promiseyounothingwilleverhappenbetweenus" 

Me:"Youneverlearn.Youstillsleepwithpeoplefor

fun?Areyoutryingtocreateanotherpsychoto

disturbourpeace?" 

Quinton:"No." 

Me:"Ifithappens?" 

Quinton:"I'lltakecareofit.ButIdoubtshemightdo

anythingcrazy" 

Me:"Yousoundtoosure" 

Quinton:"Iloveyou" 

Me:"Don'tchangethesubject" 

Quinton:"I'mnot.Shewillnotbotherus.Sheknows

I'mofflimits." 



Me:"Shebetter.WhathappenedtoNkule"I'mgonna

stabthatKatlego'ssisterintheface.

Quinton:"Letsjustsayshe'stheleastofourworries

now"

Me:"Didyoukillher?" 

Quinton:"Idon'tkillwomen.We'vemissedhalfofthe

movie" 

Me:"Let'sstartitafresh"

Itwasquiteinteresting.Thebrightlightshad

automaticallycameon.Whichmeantitwasalready

darkoutside.Hewasfastasleep.Iwantedtogopee.

Myphonerang.Ireachedforit.Kylie.Ianswered.

Me:"Hey" 

Kylie:"Ijustlanded.Areyouupforpickingmeup?" 

Me:"Uhh...inanuberthough.Mycarisnotwithme

atthemoment" 

Kylie:"Okayyou'llfindmeatthecafe" 

Me:"Okaybaby"



Ihungup.OrmaybeIshouldborrowhiscar.Iwoke

himup. 

Me:"Kyliejustcalled.She'sattheairport.CanIuse

yourcar?"

Quinton:"No.I'llgetsomeonetopickherupandwe

gettousethishourand30minutestobond"haven't

webondedenough? 

Me:"Letmehearwhatshesays"

Icalledher. 

Kylie:"Areyouhere?" 

Me:"No.Iwillsendsomeonetogetyou"

Kylie:"Ididn'tknowthathabitwascontagious.You

soundlikeQuintonrightnow.Tellwhoeverthatisto

hurryupbecauseI'msleepyandhungryandneedsa

bath" 

Me:"Oklove"

Ihungup. 

Me:"Whoareyousendingthen?" 

Quinton:"Thami.Ourpersonalcheaffur"heputhis



phoneaway."Done.Readytokissme?" 

Me:"Maybe"

Webrieflykissed.Mybodyissomehowweakinhis

hands.

Hegotupandwenttothekitchen.Hecameback

withicecream. 

Me:"Isn'ttoocoldforit?" 

Quinton:"Itsnevertoocoldforicecream"hetossed

measpoonandsatnexttome.Weduginjust

lookingateachother.

Iplayedmusicanddancedforhim.Heendedup

joiningme.Happinessfilledthewholehouse.Ifonly

mydadcouldseethis.

Thamicalledsayinghe'soutside.Hewasn't

supposedtobringherhere.

Babewalkedmeout.Iwaswearinghishugeass

flops.Icouldn'tgetontheheelsanymore.

HehuggedandkissedmybigforeheadbeforeI

hoppedontothecar.HegreetedKylie.Shejusttold

Thamitodrive.Ichuckledandwavedgoodbyeatmy



manthathadjustbeenmizedbyhisPA.

...

Wearrivedatmyplace.Shewentstraighttotakea

bath.Icooked.

Shecameoutafteranhour.Shehadaveryhuge

gownon. 

Me:"Babymama.Letmeseethebump"sheundidit.

Shemodelledforme.Icheered."You'resofucking

sexy.Youlooklikeyoujustcameoutofthebox" 

Kylie:"Thankyoumylady"shedramaticallybowed

andfastenedthegownagainandclimbedonthe

chair."Whatareyoucooking?Itsmellssonice.Isee

you'vealsoadjustedintocookingwiththeseIndian

herbs" 

Me:"Theymakethefoodtasteandsmellnice.

Lwandleboughtthemforme" 

Kylie:"Washeseriousthathecooks?" 

Me:"Yes.Heissuchagoodcook" 

Kylie:"Mmmh.So,youfixedthingswithZebra?"I

handedherpotatochips. 



Me:"Yeskinda" 

Kylie:"Justlikethat?" 

Me:"Yes.Mydadmadehimdoit" 

Kylie:"Andhelistened?" 

Me:"Hethreatenedtokillhiskids" 

Kylie:"He'ssick" 

Me:"Reallysick" 

Kylie:"So,whatareyouguysgoingtodo?" 

Me:"Keepitundercoveruntilourcoverblows" 

Kylie:"Maybeyoushouldhaveawordwithhim" 

Me:"QuintonsaidIshouldn't." 

Kylie:"Whatalife.Whenyourcoverblowsupyouwill

beforcedtochoosebetweenthem" 

Me:"Helovesme.Hewouldn'tputmeinthat

position.He'sjustfoundme.He'ddieifhelostme"

explainswhyhenevercametomeandtoldmeto

stayawayfromQ.

Kylie:"See?Ifthere'sanyonewhocouldsoftenhim



upandmakehimacceptyourrelationship.Itisyou"

really.I'lldoitbehindQ'sback.

Me:"ImightvisitECthisweekend" 

Kylie:"CanIcome?" 

Me:"Yes"

Myphonenotified.Itookit. 

"Imissyoualready.Leavethatnutheadaloneand

comehere"Ichuckled. 

Kylie:"Lookatyou.Ineverthoughtthiswasthis

serious.Hewasn'thimselfthepastweeks.He

must'vebeenbotheredbythissituation" 

Me:"OnlynowI'verealizedIwashurtingandlost

withouthim" 

Kylie:"Thisisjustatest.In3monthsyou'llbeatyour

happiest.Beingrelationshipgoalsandallthat" 

Me:"Isowish"

Aroughknockfromthedoordisturbedus. 

Kylie:"Whoisit?" 



"Zweli.Openup"shelookedatme. 

Me:"Myex" 

Kylie:"Whatex?" 

Me:"Itsalongstory"

Iwenttoopen.Hewasleaningbythedoorframe.

Hewaswreakingofalcohol. 

Me:"Hey"

Hepushedmebackinsideandclosedthedoor. 

Zweli:"WhothefuckdoyouthinkyouAre?Youhad

mebeatenupbyyourboyfriendsandthenyoudump

me?" 

Me:"Idon'tknowwhatyou're-"

Heslappedme.

Zweli:"Shutupyouhoe!DoyouevenknowwhoamI?

Youthinkyoucouldjustplaymeandleavelikethat?"

Ihadmyhandscoveringmyselfandtearsgoing

down.IsawKyliestandingbeforeme. 

Kylie:"Ifyou'renottryingtodieyoubetterturnand



goawaynow"

Heroughlypushedhershehittheflooronherbutt.I

rushedtoher.Hegrabbedmeupandthenattacked

mewithcountlessslapsalloverthehead.He

grabbedbothmywristsaparttoseemyface.I

closedmyeyes.

Zweli:"You'remine!Yougetthat?Iwillbetheoneto

endthisrelationship.Notyouoryourscumbag

boyfriends"

Hepainfullykissedmylipsthatwerebruised.Icould

tastetheblood.

HepushedmetothefloornexttoKylieandwalked

out.

Wtf...
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ThedrivefromtheDubeswasquietandlong.Only

thevoiceofthemanintheradiowasaudible.

HedroveintotheKFCdrivethrough.Heturnedthe

lightonwhenourturncame. 

Nzuza:"Whatdoyouwant?" 

Me:"Krusher" 

Nzuza:"Areyougoingtosleepwithonlythat?"Iwas

full.Quintonmademefood 

Me:"Streetwise2andhotwingswillbefine"

Heorderedandwemovedontothepickupwindow.

Ourordercame.Wedroveoffinsilence...

...

Arrivingathishouse.Heshowedmetomyroom,

thebathroomandhisroomshallIneedanything.

Itookabriefshower.Ichangedintopajamasand

gotinbed.ItookmyphoneandcalledQuinton. 

Quinton:"Thishastobethelongest2hoursofmy

life" 

Me:"1hourand45minutes" 



Quinton:"That's2hours.Areyouokay?" 

Me:"I'mokay.Howareyou?" 

Quinton:"I'mokay.Imissyousomuch.How'syour

dad?" 

Me:"Nottalkingtomebuthe'llbefine.How's

everyonethere?" 

Quinton:"Tiredandsleeping.AmIgonnaseeyou

tomorrow?" 

Me:"Quinton!" 

Quinton:"What?Imissyou"wellImisshimtoo.

We'vebeenseeingeachothereverydaythepast2

weeks.

IdidnottellhimaboutZweli.Iknewhe'dwantto

reactsoIcoveredmybruiseswithconcealer.Kylie

wantedtotellhim.Ihadtobeghereveryfreaking

time.

Igotthejob.Butonehouse.Thebigone.Ijust

finisheditlastFriday.AndIhaveyetanothercouple

whowantmetoglamuptheirhomeinBallito.I'm

justwaitingfortheircall. 



Me:"Imissyoutoobutwegonnahavetoslowdown

abit" 

Quinton:"Let'sflytoDurbanintheevening" 

Me:"Youneedtobondwiththekids" 

Quinton:"I'lltakethemwithme" 

Me:"No.We'llgotoDurbanonSunday" 

Quinton:"YoumeanIwon'tseeyoufor3days?"

Me:"Yes.I'msleepynow" 

Quinton:"Iwishabiguglygiantvisitsyouinyour

dreams" 

Me:"I'dlovetoseeyoubabe"helaughed.Hislaugh

hypnotizesme.Ilovehimsomuch."Goodnight.I

loveyou"

Quinton:"Its4am.Sleepwellmyprincess.Iloveyou

too"

Ihungup...

***

Iwokeuptomusicshakinganddestroyingmyear



drums.Igruntedandrolledovertotheothersideof

thebedandunlockedmyphone.Itwas11butthe

coldyou'dswearitwas1am.

TherewasamessagefromQuinton.

"Goldreefcity?"NogoodMorningbabejustasilly

question.

"Areyoutryingtohaveuskilled?"Irespondedand

walkedouttothebathroom.Ineedmoreclothes.My

stayhereisgonnabelonger.

Themusicwasstillirritatinglyhigh.Ifilledthetub

andwaitedoverthewindowlookingoutside.There

were4carsparkedoutside.Ishoulddoapropertour.

Itlooksbigandbeautiful.

IstrippednakedandgotinthetubafterIpoured

bathsalts.Ilovethem.

...

Igotoutafterapproximately45minutes.Only

becausedaddycametocallmeforbreakfast.

IfoundmissedcallsfromKylie.IcalledherwhileI

appliedlotion. 



Kylie:"Babygirl" 

Me:"Heybabymama" 

Kylie:"Littlebirdietellsmeyou'reinJo'burg" 

Me:"Yes" 

Kylie:"Andyoudidn'ttellyourbestie"

Me:"Alotwasgoingonsweets.Iwasgonnacallyou

todayandinformyoubutthelittlebirdiebeatme

intoit" 

Kylie:"You'reaverybadgirl.I'mgoingtoafood

festivalinFourways.Wannatagalong?"

Me:"Idon'thaveclothes." 

Kylie:"Whereareyou?"

Me:"Wait.Giveme5minutes"Idressedupandwent

down.

Who'sthis?Itooktheremoteandturneddownthe

volume.Heturned. 

Him:"Whatareyoudoing?" 

Me:"Hi.I'mturningthevolumedown.Where'smy



dad?" 

Him:"Inthekitchen"

Iwalkedthere.Hewasfryingthingsonthestove. 

Me:"Morning" 

Nzuza:"Morning.Myguyscameunannouncedthey

ateallthefoodImade.Teaorcoffee?"

Me:"Coffeeplease.Whereishere?"Helookedatme

"Afriendwantstoknow"

Nzuza:"We'reinMidrand"

Heplacedaplatebeforeme.Hedishedupforme. 

Me:"Thankyou"Kyliehadhungup.Itextedhermy

locationandstartedeating. 

Nzuza:"ThisisNqaba.Yourcousin"hewasreffering

tothenoisemaker. 

Me:"Nicetomeetyou" 

Nqaba:"Wemetatyourceremony"

Me:"Oh?I'msorryImetalotofpeoplethere.Ican't

recalleveryone" 



Nqaba:"Ofcourse" 

Me:"Youlivehere?" 

Nqaba:"Yes."Hetookasmoothieoutofthefridge

andwalkedaway.

Me:"I'msorry"Isaidafterawkwardsilenceofhim

lookingatmewithaverydisappointedface. 

Nzuza:"Isthatallyougonnasay?Sorry?Doyou

realizethekindofdangeryouputyourselfin?" 

Me:"YesandI'mdeeplysorrybaba" 

Nzuza:"YoushotGizards.Forwhat?Whateveritis

thatyou'refeelingforthatmanistemporary.You

cannothurtpeoplewhowillstickaroundforeverfor

whatyouthinkissolid."Itissolid!!!

Me:"Youtookhiskids" 

Nzuza:"BecauseheneededtoknowI'mserious!"

Me:"WellIcouldn'tletyoutorturepeoplewhohave

nothingtodowithwhatQuintonandIaredoing.

Theyarejustkids.Iwould'veunderstoodifyoutook

himinstead." 



Nzuza:"What?Didhethreatentokillyouifyou

refusetosleepwithhim?"

Me:"What?" 

Nzuza:"Iwanttoknowwhyareyouwithamanthat

is12yearsolderthanyou.Ishethreateningyou?" 

Me:"Heisnotlikethat.Maybeifyoucouldjustgive

yourselftimetoknowhim,allofthem.Youwould

realizetheyaregoodpeople.He'sagoodperson.He

wouldn'tletanythingbadhappentome.He'sgood

tome" 

Nzuza:"Itmustbeguilt.IfIeverseehimanywhere

closetoyou.Iwillshoothimdead" 

Me:"Ithoughtyoulovedme" 

Nzuza:"Ido.ThatiswhyIwillkillhim.Ifyougo

anywheretherewillbepeopleaccompanyingyou" 

Me:"Idonotneedpeopletoaccompanyme." 

Nzuza:"I'vesaidwhatIsaid.Anditsgonnabeyour

lifeuntilyoudie.Ifyouneedsomeonetogooutwith

andtakecuteselfieswith.Getsomeoneyounger.

Notthathardcorecriminal."



Hegavememycoffeeandleftmetherewantingto

screamandcursethehelloutofeveryone.

...

Ihad2guardsindeed.I'veneverbeenthisirritatedin

mywholeentirelife.Kylietoldmetomeetherat

MallofAfrica.

Myphonerang.Itwasmother.Facetiming.She

doesn'tdothat.Icuriouslyanswered. 

Me:"Hithere" 

Mama:"Yolanda"Hetoldher. 

Me:"I'msorry" 

Mama:"He'sreallyhurt" 

Me:"Iamtoomama" 

Mama:"Hecares" 

Me:"Ilovehim" 

Mama:"Theywereresponsibleforhisdaughter's

passing" 

Me:"IknowandI'malsohurtthathappenedbut



we'reherenow.Theycan'tundothepast.Heneeds

toforgive"shesmiled.

Mama:"You'rereallyinlove,aren'tyou?" 

Me:"Iam" 

Mama:"I'msohappy.Ithoughtyouwerelesbian" 

Me:"Whatiswrongwiththat?" 

Mama:"Nograndkids.Darkgrandkidsarebetter

thannograndkidsatall"Ilaughed. 

Me:"He'snotthatdark" 

Mama:"Heis.You'reblindedbylove.Yourfatheris

reallyhurtbaby" 

Me:"Iknow.ButkeepingmeawayfromQuintonis

justgonnamakethingsworsecauseitsnotgonna

happen.Idon'twanthimtothinkI'mchoosingaman

overhimbuthe'sjustcomplicatingthings.Please

speaktohim" 

Mama:"Yourfatherdoesn'tlistentoanyonebutIwill

try.Iamsoafraidofwhatthatlovemakesyoudo.

Youshotaman" 



Me:"YesIdid.Hehadtakenlittlekids.Itwasmy

messIhadtofixit" 

Mama:"I'mproudofyou.That'swhatagrown

womandoes.Whereareyouheading?" 

Me:"Tothemall.I'mmeetingwithKylie" 

Mama:"Okaysendmylove" 

Me:"Iwill.Loveyou" 

Mama:"Where'sI?" 

Me:"Iloveyou" 

Mama:"Iloveyoutoomissofforbiddenlove.Don't

getpregnant" 

Me:"Ithoughtyouwantedgrandkids" 

Mama:"Notnowplease.HowamIgoingtotravel

whenyou'repregnant?'Ichuckled."He'sjustmy

generousbossmama"shesaidimitatingmyvoice.I

laughed. 

Me:"Hewasmygenerousboss.Stillis" 

Mama:"Generousbossmyfoot.You'reshooting

peopleforhimnow.ByeMrsDarkness"



Shehungup. 

NeverinmywildestdreamshaveIanticipatedthatI

willgrowtohavesucharelationshipwithmymother.

Allthankstothereturnofmyfather.Shestopped

punishingmeforhissins.Andnowshelovesme.

She'smybestfriend.

"Ma'amthisisthestop"

Me:"Thatwasfast.Thankyou.Iwillcallyouafter

I'mdone" 

Him:"We'recomingwithyou" 

Me:"No" 

Him:"Youwon'tevennoticewe'rethere"

Me:"Don'tyouhavesomethingbettertodo?"

Them:"No"Isighed. 

Me:"Okaylet'sgo.AndIbetternotnoticeyouguys

arethere" 

Them:"Ofcourse"

IhoppedoffandtookmyphoneouttocallKylie.I

spottedhergettingoutofhercar.Iwalkedtoher. 



Me:"ItslikeIhaven'tseenyouinmonths.Thisbaby

growseveryday"shejusthuggedme. 

Kylie:"Imissedyou.AndIwouldappreciateitifyou

didn'tcommentaboutmybellyeverytimewemeet" 

Me:"Itsfascinatingtoseeitgrow"weletgo. 

Kylie:"You'reglowing.Tellmeyouaren'tpregnant" 

Me:"Ohplease" 

Kylie:"You'reQuinton'sgirlfriend.Themotherofthe

twinswasonthepill"

Me:"Andyouknowthathow?"

Kylie:"BecausehetoldmewhenIhadmyfirst

pregnancyscareinFebruary" 

Me:"Wellwe'lluseacondom" 

Kylie:"Goodgirl.Wherearewegoing?"

Me:"MrPrice.Isawsomeprettybeautifuldresses

online" 

Kylie:"Iwillneverunderstandyourobsessionwith

dresses"



Me:"Springisjustaroundthecorner" 

Kylie:"Butyou'reinJo'burg.Weshouldlookforan

outfitthatyou'regoingtorockonlaterwhenwego

tothefoodfestival" 

Me:"Boots,leggings,bottleneckandacoat.Ineed

thesedressesbeforetheyrunoutofstock"she

rolledhereyesandwewalkedin.

...

I'vealwaysthoughtpregnantpeoplearelazy.This

springbokwasjumpingonefromshoptoanother.

Wealmostboughtthewholemall. 

Me:"Iwouldkillforanaprightnow"Isaidcollapsing

onachairinarestaurant.

Kylie:"Iwouldkillforchickenstrips"yeahright."Oh.

Benisjoiningus" 

Me:"Thatcrook.Ihaven'theardfromhimin2days"

Kylie:"ItsclosetoDecember.TheDubeemployees

areverybusy.Thesemenneverhiremorethan2

peopletohandlesuchthings.Theirfinancegurus

areBenandMilo.Imaginetakingcareof3



companiesfinancials.Itscrazy" 

Me:"Theymustbepayingthemmillions" 

Kylie:"Theydobutitstiring.Youshouldconvince

Quintontogetmaybe2more.Trustingpeoplecan't

hurtthatmuch"

Awaitercametogetourordersandthenleft.Ben

arrivedwehuggedanddidallthedramaticgreetings

ofhis. 

Ben:"Youareaverybadbitch" 

Me:"Rightbackatyou.WhathaveIdone?" 

Ben:"Zweliisfightingforhislifeandnotevenonce

haveyouwenttovisithim" 

Me:"What?Whathappened?" 

Ben:"Horrible.Terrificcaraccident.Thefamilyisstill

wonderinghowdidhemakeitoutalive" 

Me:"OhmydearLord." 

Kylie:"WhenGodshowsupheshowsoff" 

Me:"Kylie" 



Kylie:"What?Iprayedeverynightsomethingbad

happenstohim" 

Ben:"Fillmeinplease" 

Kylie:"Hebeatherup" 

Ben:"Ohmykickinggoodness!HebeatQuinton

Dube'sgirlfriend?Thiswasboundtohappen.I

wouldn'tbesurprisedifIhearheisdead.Whatwas

hethinking?" 

Kylie:"Wedidn'ttellhim" 

Ben:"Itransferred30000tosomedodgyaccount

thedayZweligotanaccident.Pleasetellmeitsa

coincidence" 

Me:"Itis.Wehaveordered." 

Ben:"Hedidit"hewhispered. 

Us:"Ben!" 

Ben:"What!Youknowhedid" 

Me:"Okayfine."Iwavedforattention. 

Ben:"Babymama.Where'sthepapaandwhenare

wemeetinghim?" 



Kylie:"He'satworkandyougonnameethimtoday

atthefoodfestival" 

Me:"Andwewillheholdingacandleforyouguys" 

Ben:"Whoiswe?Mymanistaggingalong" 

Me:"OkayI'msonotgoing" 

Kylie:"ButQwouldn'tmind" 

Me:"There'salotgoingonKylie.QandIcan'tbe

seentogether"

Ben:"Why?Areyouengagedtosomeoneelse?" 

Me:"Benno.Mydadisnotapprovingofour

relationship"

Ben:"Hemustgojumpoffthetablemountain.Text

Qandtellhimtogethistuxedoready" 

Me:"AisukaBen.Ihavebodyguards" 

Ben:"Drugswerecreatedforareason"Kylie

laughed. 

Me:"Areyouhighonthemrightnow?" 

Ben:"Justweed.ButIknowwhatI'msaying...look"



weturnedtothedirectionhewaspointingat.Itwas

KhetheloandKatlegoand2women. 

Kylie:"Theylooklikemoney" 

Ben:"Newspeoplearealwaysonstandby.They're

mustlookgood"theywereheadingourdirection.

ThisKhethelowoman.There'ssomethingoffabout

her.Whenshetookmeupstairslastnightsheasked

ifIrealizethekindofunnecessarydramaI'veputher

familyin.Shehadaverynastyattitudetowardsme.

Katlego:"Ben.Kylieand...?"Shesaidlookingatme.I

lookedatherback. 

Ben:"Yoli"

Katlego:"YesYoli.Ididn'tknowyoukneweach

other" 

Ben:"Wedo.We'refriendsactually" 

Khethelo:"Let'shopeyouaren'tdiscussingyour

workwithoutsiders"see?Igotup.

Me:"Excuseme"

Iwenttothebathroom.Ijustlookedatmyselfand

wentback.Theyweresittingonatablenexttoours. 



Kylie:"Whatwasthat?" 

Me:"IwishIknew" 

Ben:"Givethemtime.Maybethey'rejusthungry.You

knowpeoplearen'tthemselveswhenthey'rehungry"

DothesewomenfeellikeIowethemanything?They

havenoideawhoamI.Theymustnotbefooledby

thisinnocentface. 

Me:"Ineedtopee" 

Ben:"Whatwereyoudoingthere?" 

Me:"Nothing"

Ipickedmybagandwenttothebathroomagain.

Ididmybusinessandwentouttowashmyhands.

Khethelowasstandingwithherbackagainstthe

wall.Iproceededandwashedmyhands. 

Khethelo:"Ihopeyouwilllistentoyourfatherthis

time"Ilookedather."Becausenoneofusisupfor

anymoreofyourfather'sgames" 

Me:"Bylisteningtomyfather,whatdoyoumean?" 

Khethelo:"ImeanstaythehellawayfromQuinton" 



Me:"Oh?" 

Khethelo:"Yes.Wehavealotofseriousthingstobe

worriedabout.Wedon'thavetimetoworryabouta

19yearoldslayqueenwhocan'tkeepherclawsoff

oldermen.YoubeingwithQuintonhas

consequences,whichaffectus.Notyou" 

Me:"You'reaverybitterwoman.ListenhereMrs

Dube,Iseecarryingthatrockonyourhandmakes

youcrossboundaries.YouarenotQuinton'smother

andhellyouaren'tanythingtometotellmewhatto

doandnotwhattodo.Theymighttreatyouastheir

motherorqueenbuttomeyouarejustoneofthe

Dubewiveswhocannothaveasayinmy

relationship.Getoffyourhighhorseandtrytobe

nicebecauseI'mheretostay"shelaughed. 

Khethelo:"Ohplease.You'rejustaphase" 

Me:"Idon'tthinkhewould'veriskedy'alllivesandbe

withmeifIwasjustaphase."Iwalkedontowards

theexit.Istopped."Andkeepitinmindthatyou

mightbeanolderwifetoKatlegoandwhomeveris

youngerthanourmenbutyouaren'ttome."Iwalked



out.

Whothehelldoesshethinksheis?

Igottoourtable.

Me:"Let'sgo" 

Kylie:"What'swrong?" 

Me:"Thesewomenareheretotestmypatience"

Itookallmybagsandledtheway.IamsomadI

thinkI'mgonnaexplode...
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WhenIgothomeIthrewthebagsontopofthebed

andsatonthefloor.

ItookmyphoneoutandaskedQuintontogowith

metothefoodfestival.Ileanedmyheadbackon

thebed.OkaymaybeIappeartobeabadpersonto



thembutIdidnottellmyfathertobewhoheis.I

mayhavebeenthecauseforKatlegoandthekidsto

betakenbutIwantedforthemtoreturnhomesafe.I

shouldn'tbecrucifiedformyfather'ssins.

Thedooropened.Iquicklywipedmytearsoff. 

Nzuza:"Areyoucrying?"Ishookmyhead."Hewasn't

goodforyouanyways.LookwearegoingtoEC

tomorrowevening" 

Me:"Howwasitwhenyourwifetoldyoutostay

awayfrommama?" 

Hefrowned.Istoodupandsatonthebed."Iwantto

know" 

Nzuza:"Justpackup" 

Me:"Itwashardwasn'tit?IfIhaverightinformation,

shecaughtyoulongbeforeIwasconceivedbutyou

keptonseeing.Youdidn'tcareaboutthemarriage

youwerebreakingoff.Thevowsyouwerestomping

on.Youfollowedyourheart.Youlovedmymother,

youdidn'tcarewhatthatlovecouldcostyou.You

justwantedtobewithher" 



Nzuza:"Ifyou'retryingtojustifyyourrelationship

withQuintonjustknowitsnotthesame" 

Me:"Ofcourseitisnot.Youhadtostayawayfrom

mymotherbecauseyouweremarried.WhatamI

stayingawayfor?You'repunishinghimthroughme?

Haven'tyoudoneenoughpunishmentbykeeping

Philaawayfromthem?Itsbeen4yearsbaba.You've

keptthechildawayfromherfathers." 

Nzuza:"I'mdoingwhat'sbestforher!" 

Me:"Yousuredoesalotofthatdon'tyou?Youare

notherfather,youwillneverbe.Andkeepingher

awayfromherpaternalfamilyisn'twhat'sbestfor

her,itiswhat'sbestforyoujustlikeitisby

threateningQuintontostayawayfromme.Daddy

thinkaboutthedayyouwillfinallyforgive.Hisfamily

willhateeventhethingsItouchedbecauseofwhat

youdid.Thosepeopleloveeachothersomuchthey

repulseanythingthathurtsoneoftheirown.Why

wouldyouwanttomakemylifethatmiserable?"I

couldn'tstopthetearsfromfalling."Iamalready

crucifiedforyoursins.Whatyou'redoingtoLesedi's

daughterisn'tfair.Whatwillbeyourexplanationthe



daysheaskswhyherfatherisn'tthere?Thatdayis

slowlyapproaching.Growingupwithoutafather

isn'tawalktotheparkSamNzuza.She-" 

Nzuza:"Yourmotherhidyoudon'tcomparethetwo" 

Me:"Youweren'tthere.Itmakesnodifference.Don't

brewthechildtogrowupandhateherfather.You

needtoletgo.Ifyoudonotwantyourlittlegirlsto

hateinthenearfutureyoubetterforgiveandmove

on.Philawilleitherhateyouandgotoherfatheror

hateyouboth.Hateyouforkeepingherawayfrom

herfatherandhateherfatherfornottryingharderto

gether"

Iwenttothecloset.Iopeneditandhungtheclothes

thatIbought.

Hewasjuststandingtherewatchingme. 

Me:"KylieandIaregoingtoafoodfestivallaterand

Iwouldlovenottohavethosemenwithme.Benwill

fetchme"

Hewalkedout.Ifinallybreathe.Imighthavebeena

littledisrespectfulbuthe'sjusttoomuchandso

unreasonable.



Myphonebeeped. 

"Whatisafoodfestivalabout?"

Doesn'texplainitself?

"You'llseewhenwegetthere"Iresponded.

"Aslongasthisisnotatrap.IwillbringTylerjustto

besafer"

Ichuckled. 

"Itwillbe2by2"

Hecalled. 

Me:"Hey" 

Quinton:"Soheshouldalsobringapartner?" 

Me:"Yesifhehasone" 

Quinton:"Hehastwoofthem.Arewegonnabe

vampiresnow?"

Me:"Why?" 

Quinton:"Seeingeachotheratnight.Yourdadis

probablygonnahavepeoplefollowingyou" 

Me:"Iaskedhimnottosendanyonewithme" 



Quinton:"WebetterstayamongstpeoplebeforeI

getmyassabductedandbeatenuptillmytrousers

dryoff"Ilaughed. 

Me:"Nothingwillhappentrustme" 

Quinton:"WouldwebemeetingthereorIshould

fetchyou?" 

Me:"Benwillfetchme.I'llsendyoutheaddressof

wherewearegoing" 

Quinton:"Okay.Letmemakefoodfortheselittle

people.I'mleftwith5kidstobabysit" 

Me:"You'reagoodfathermylove.Don'tfeedthem

toomuchsugar" 

Quinton:"You'relate.Wejustcleanedout1litreofice

cream" 

Me:"OhmyGod" 

Quinton:"Iwon'tbeherewhentheygoallhyper.

Theirmotherswilldealwithit.Byebabe"Ichuckled. 

Me:"Byelove"

WouldmyfatherstillwantustobreakupifIfell



pregnant?Justwondering.MaybeIshouldfakeit

andseewhathedoes.

Ishookoffthatcrazythoughtandwentdownstairs.

Hewasnowhereinsight.Good.

Itookoutmeatandboiledwaterforpap.

NqabacameinasIchoppedonion. 

Nqaba:"Goodafternoon.Needahand?" 

Me:"Yeah.Youcanchopthepeppers"

Hesatdownandtookaknifethenstartedchopping.

Me:"Canyoucook?" 

Nqaba:"Yeah.IlivealoneImustcook"

Me:"Aren'tyoumarried?" 

Nqaba:"No.Ishouldbebutlifehappened" 

Me:"I'msorry" 

Nqaba:"Don'tyouwannaknowwhathappened?" 

Me:"Ifyouwannatalkaboutit"

Iputalltheingredientsonthestewpot.Myfather

doesn'tconsumecookingoilsohisfoodgetsboiled.



It'sprettytastyifyouknowyourwayaroundthe

kitchen.

Itookachairandsatdown. 

Nqaba:"Well.MyfatherisaZuluchieffrom

KwaHlabisa.Youknowreeddanceright?" 

Me:"YesIdo" 

Nqaba:"Yeah.Soeverychief'ssongetstochoosea

wifetherewhenhe's22upwards.Mebeingcutfrom

adifferentclothbythetimeIturned22Ialreadyhad

someone.Themeetingthatincludedthewhole

Hlabisakingdomtookplace.ItwaseitherImarrythe

girlmyfatherchoseformeorIdon'tmarryatall.

Youknowwhatmademesick?Mymotherplayed

alongtothatbullshit.Shedidn'tdoanything." 

Me:"I'msosorrytohearthat.Where'syourgirlfriend

now?" 

Nqaba:"Around.Marriedandhappy. 

Shewasn'tgonnastickaroundformyabsurdplans

thatwereneversuccessful.Myfathernevereven

oncewantedtoconsidermebeingmarriedto



someoneIdidnotchoosefromthereeddance." 

Me:"Thatsucks.Whycan'tapersonbeallowedto

datewhoevertheylove?" 

Nqaba:"Becausewewereborntobetheirkids.

Somehowtheyfeelentitled.Donotgiveuponyour

boyfriend.Ifyouthinkitsrealdonot.There'snoone

withaNzuzabloodhasevermarriedsomeonethey

love.Theeldershavealwayshadsomethingtostop

themfromdatingwhomevertheylove.Don'tfallfor

it.IfyouneedtosneakouttoseehimI'myourguy"

welaughed. 

Me:"Thankyou"

Wecookedwhilehetellsmeabouthisbossfrom

hell,cars,hisfavoriteclubsandallthat.

Iwentupstairstobathafterfinishingcooking.There

weremissedcallsfromdaddy.Icalledhimbackbut

hedidnotanswer.Iwentaheadtothebathroom.

Thesunhadjustset.Imademyfaceupafter

bathing.Iputonpjsandarobeandthenwent

downstairstopasstimeuntilBenshowsuptoget

me.Nqabawasnolongerthere.Isettledinfrontofa



TVwithacupofcoffee.

"Arewestillgoing?"AmessagefromQcamein.

"Yesweare.Itstartsathalfpast6.I'mwaitingon

eitherofmyfriendstocomegetme"Iresponded.

"What'sthedresscode?"Ichuckled.

"Jean,tee,sneakersandajacketoracoat"

IthentextedKyliethatQiscomingwithhisbrother

andapartner.

Theloungedoorslidopen.Hewalkedinfollowedby

amanwithflowers. 

Nzuza:"Iwasdrivinglikeamaniachopingtostill

findyouhere" 

Me:"Iwillbeleavinganytimefromnow"

Nzuza:"Okay.ThisisAviwe.Viwethisismy

daughterYoli.He'salsogoingtothefoodfestival" 

Me:"Oh.Nice.Icooked,shouldIdishup?" 

Nzuza:"NomybabyIwilleatlater.Ihaveavery

importantcalltomake."He'sinagoodmood.He

wentupstairs.



TheAviweguystoodtherelikehewaspinnedtothe

ground. 

Me:"Youcantakeaseat" 

Aviwe:"Thankyou.Ibroughtyouflowers.Iwasn't

surewhichonesyouprefersoIhadthemmixedup"

Itookthem. 

Me:"That'ssosweetofyouthankyou" 

Aviwe:"You'retrulybeautiful" 

Me:"Thankyou" 

Aviwe:"Asyourdadsaidyoudon'thaveadatetoo

fortheevent"

Me:"Hedid?Idohaveadateactually"myphone

rang.ItwasBen."Excuseme"

Iansweredandranupthestairs.Myfatherwillburn

inhellIswear. 

Me:"Heycakes" 

Ben:"I'moutside." 

Me:"Pleasegetin.Youwon'tbelievemydad.He

broughtmeaguyheretobemydate" 



Ben:"Ineverthoughthesmokesweed" 

Me:"Ben!" 

Ben:"He'sputyouinmarketnowjustbecausehe

hatesQ?Letmecomein" 

Me:"There'sno-"thelinewentdead.Ugh.

Idressedup.MaybeIshouldjustwearjeans.Itook

outtheoneIboughttoday.Quintonalways

complainswhenI'mwearingleggings.

Itookmybagandlefttheroom.

Ben:"Lookatyou.Shininglikeapreciousdiamond.

MrNzuzayouhaveaverybeautifuldaughter.Not

onlybeautifulbutintelligenttoo"Iwantedtotripand

fall.WhathappenedtomyBen?

Nzuza:"Youdidn'ttellmeyouhaveadate" 

Me:"IdidtellyouBenwillfetchme" 

Nzuza:"IthoughtyoumeantBenyourgayfriendyou

oncetoldmeabout" 

Ben:"Youhavegayfriends?" 

Me:"Yeah.You'llfindoutalotaboutmetonight.



Let'sgo.Daddybye.ItwasnicetoknowyouAviwe.

Hopingtoseeyouthere" 

Aviwe:"Likewise"

Bentookmyhandandwewalkedout.Heopened

thecardoorformeIgotinandwaitedforhimtoget

intoo.

Hestartedthecarandwedroveout.

Wecrackedsoonaswedroveaway. 

Me:"Youareforkeeps" 

Ben:"Nogirlofminewillgooutwithamanwho

wearsparabellum."Ilaughed. 

Me:"Whatiswrongwithparabellum?" 

Ben:"Nothing.Butthereissomethingwrongwith

wearingNikejoggingpantswithparabellum.IsQ

coming?" 

Me:"Yeah.Withhisbrother" 

Ben:"Whichone?"

Me:"Iforgothisname"Itextedhimthatweareon

ourway. 



Ben:"Khayaisalreadythere.Apparentlyheisinlove

withtheartistthatwillbeopening" 

Me:"Areyoujealous?" 

Ben:"No.Iwanttoseehimhappy" 

Me:"Ifyousayso"

....

Shescreamedandgotuptohugus. 

Kylie:"Doyouknowhowharditwastosecurethis

spot?" 

Ben:"Wearegratefulmommy"shesmiled. 

Kylie:"UhmsothisisRaymondLukhuni.Babas

thesearemyfriends.YolandaVilakaziandBen

Clarkson" 

Us:"Hey" 

Ray:"Hello.Nicetofinallymeetyou" 

Me:"Likewise."

Ben:"You'reevenhotterinperson"Inudgedhim.

"Sorry"welaughed.



Ray:"Iwillgoandgetyouladiessomethingtodrink"

Me:"Thankyou"

Ifeltsomeonehuggingmefrombehind.Ismiled.

He'swearingmyfavouritecolognetoday. 

Q:"Greetingseveryone" 

Us:"Hello"hekissedmycheek. 

Q:"ThisisTylerandKhethiwe"weshookhands.

She'soneoftheladiesthatwerewithKhetheloand

Katlegoearlier. 

Me:"Thankyouforcoming" 

Tyler:"Wearegladweareattendingsomethingfun

forachange.Havetheystartedservingfood?"

Kylie:"Yestheyhave.Wewerewaitingforyouguys" 

Ben:"Letmegogetmyman." 

Me:"Don'ttaketoolong"

Herolledhiseyesandvanished.Wealltookout

seats. 

Q:"Ithoughtitwas2by2"hesaidlookingatKylie.



Me:"Raywenttogetusdrinks"henoddedand

tuckedmyarmunderhisandsmiled."Ihateitwhen

youdothat" 

Q:"I'mhappytoseeyou" 

Tyler:"Okaylovebirds.I'mhungryandthirsty.Who

willbepaying?"

Q:"Peoplewhohavetheircardswiththem"

Tyler:"Idon'thavemycardwithme" 

Khethiwe:"Thatmeansyouaren'teating"

Welaughed. 

Kylie:"Sinceyourbrotherpaysmewell.Iwillpayfor

yourmeals" 

Tyler:"ThankyouKylie.You'reverygenerous."

Raycamebackfollowedby2ladieswhowere

wearinguniform.Carryingtrayswithcocktailsand

theotherwithsnacks. 

Q:"IsthistheRayyoualwaystalkabout?"

Kylie:"Yes"



Ray:"Quinton" 

Q:"Heyman.Whatasmallworld" 

Kylie:"Haveyoumetbefore?"

Ray:"Yeah.HewasdoinghishonorswhenIwas

doingmydegreeatWits" 

Q:"Doyoustillreadnovels?"Theylaughed. 

Ray:"Notasmuch"

Q:"HowonearthdidyouspeaktoKylie" 

Ray:"Dubedrinkthatcocktailandshutup" 

Kylie:"Why?What'swrongwithme?"

Ray:"Iwasshy."

Tyler:"Tellmesomething.Didhebanghislecture?" 

Q:"Tyler" 

Tyler:"NoIwanttoknow"

Me:"Didhe?"Rayfrownedandpickedhisglassup. 

Ray:"I'mgladtobeherewithyouguys" 

Tyler:"DidhebangtheAccountinglecturer?Yesor



no?"

Q:"BabyTylerisveryjealousofourbeautifullovehe

wantstoruinyourmood"hewhispered.

Me:"ButIwanttoknow"

Q:"Thatwas10yearsago" 

Me:"Soyoudid?"

Q:"Doesanyonewantmeat?" 

Kylie:"Yesplease" 

Q:"Let'sgogents" 

Tyler:"Whatwereyouguyswhisperingabout?"

Q:"Khethiwedidyouforgettogivehimhispills?" 

Tylerrantohim.Theychasedeachothertothe

crowd. 

Khethiwe:"Theyaresuchbabies" 

Me:"Aretheyalwayslikethis?"

Khethiwe:"Yep.Evenduringdinnerwe'realways

listeningtothemmockeachother"Ichuckled.

Kylie:"Theyhavequitearelationship." 



Me:"SoKhethiwe.Youknewyouwereinvitedby

me?"

Khethiwe:"Yeah.Why?"

Me:"Yoursisterwivesknow?"

Khethiwe:"Yeah.Iwantedtoknowwhathappenedin

thebathroomandbecleartoyouthatIamnot

againstyourrelationship"

Me:"KhethelotoldmetostayawayfromQuinton.

Youguysdon'tseriouslythinkI'mwithQformoney"

Khethiwe:"TobehonestwithyouIcouldn'tcareless

whyyou'rewithhimaslongasheishappy.Iworked

withthisguyfor3andnotevenonceI'veseenhim

thishappy.19ornotifhethinksyou'rethewoman

forhimthenthat'sit" 

Me:"I'm22"

Khethiwe:"Getoutofhere"welaughed.

Kylie:"Yoursisterwivesarelittlebitches."

Khethiwe:"TheyaregoodpeopleIdon'tknowwhat's

wrongwiththem" 



Kylie:"IunderstandwhyKatlegowouldbenasty

towardsYolibutKhethelo...that wasuncalledfor" 

Khethiwe:"Herandthemotherofthetwinswere

veryclose.Perhapsshefeelslikehemovedontoo

quick" 

Kylie:"Hewasmiserable."

Khethiwe:"Hewas.YouknowYolandaI'vebeen

there.ThatiswhyIam100%behindyour

relationship.It'sbetteryourfatherbeatupKhuleand

Q,abductedKatandthekids.ForTylerandItobe

togetherbloodwasspilled.Mygrandfatherwentto

attackattheDubes12peopledied.Including

Quinton'sson"

Me:"OhmyGod"itmustbethelittleboyhedoesn't

wanttotalkabout.

Khethiwe:"Itwasprettybad." 

Me:"Didtheyhateyouafterthat?" 

Khethiwe:"Idon'tknow.ButallIknowisthat

QuintonstoodbyTylerallthattime.Hetoldhimto

gofindme.Donotgiveuponhim." 



Me:"Iwon't"shesmiledandputherglassup. 

Khethiwe:"ToQandYoli" 

Kylie:"Cheers!"Wedrankup. 

Khethiwe:"Ineedsomethingstronger" 

Me:"Let'sgogetabottleofgin"

Khethiwe:"Ihaveapartnernow.KhetheloandKat

lovewine.Itjustgetsmetipsy.Iwanttherealthing" 

Ben:"Residents.ThisisKhayamypopcorn.Love

thesearemyfriends.YouknowYoli.Khethiwe?Hi.

ThisisKhethiwe,oneoftheDubewivesandpreggie

isKylie" 

Khaya:"Nicetomeetyouladies.CanIgetyou

anythingtodrink?" 

Khethiwe:"Yesginplease" 

Khaya:"Comingrightup"hewalkedaway. 

Khethiwe:"Youarepregnant?" 

Kylie:"YeahIam" 

Khethiwe:"Congratulations."



Kylie:"Thankyou"

Khethiwe:"It'slikeyouguysjustsneezeandfall

pregnant"welaughed.

Ben:"Whereareyournastysisterwives?" 

Me:"HhaiBen"

Ben:"Theyarenasty.WhatwasthatKhethelosaidto

me?Iworkforherhusbandnother.Tellhernext

timeIwillmanhandleher" 

Me:"Haveyoubeendrinking?" 

Ben:"6shots"

Me:"YeahIcantell"

Themencameback. 

Q:"Ben" 

Ben:"QuintonDube"he'sreallydrunk.Quinton

chuckled."YouthoughtIwasgonnasayMrDube?

Lol"welaughed.

Q:"I'mactuallygladyouknowmyname"

Ben:"Ialsoknowyourfather's.Khethiwe,isthatyour



man?" 

Khethiwe:"Yes" 

Ben:"Isheyourbrother?"

Q:"Yes" 

Ben:"Realrealbrother?Likesamemomsamedad" 

Tyler&Q:"Yes" 

Ben:"Wow.Ithoughtthewholefamilywasblack

coffees" 

Q:"Wellyouquicklyjumpedintoconclusion.We

have2lightones" 

Ben:"Let'sthanktheAngelthatscrubbedthem" 

Tyler:"Youareracistmlungu" 

Ben:"Youjustcalledmemlungu.Nowthat's

offensiveandveryracist" 

Tyler:"Itsnotracismwhenitstheotherwayaround" 

Khethiwe:"Okay.Canweeat?" 

Kylie:"Iwantnopap" 

Ray:"Youneedtobefull" 



Kylie:"Meatwillmakemefull"

Khayacame.Weintroducedhimandthefunbegan.

Thealcoholforthemenkeptcoming.Theydrankthe

ginKhayahadboughtforus.Awomancameand

askedforTyler.

Khethiweaskedmetoaccompanyhertothetoilet.

Wewent.

Shegotin.Iwaitedoutside.Ispottedthepregnant

womanIoncesawinDurbanatthebeach.Iwaved

ather.Shesmiledandwalkedtowardsme. 

Her:"Hey.Doyouhaveahomehereoryou'reon

vacation?"

Me:"YeahapparentlyIdo.Howaboutyou?"

Her:"Idotoo.Youlookgreat" 

Me:"Thankyou.Youalsolookbeautiful" 

Her:"Thanks.I'mHappinessbytheway" 

Me:"Yoli.Areyougoingintothrowup?"We

laughed. 

Happy:"No.Ifoundoutthatsoileaseupthenausea



soIeatiteverytimeIfeellikethrowingup" 

Me:"That'sgood"

Happy:"Itwasnicetoseeyouagain.Letmebounce

beforemymothergetsworried" 

Me:"Byesweetheart"

Shewalkedaway.Khethiwecameout. 

Khethiwe:"Wereyoutalkingtosomeone?" 

Me:"Yeah.SomepregnantladyImetatthe

bathroominDurban.Ithoughtshewasdying" 

Khethiwe:"Peoplearegettingpregnantleft,rightand

center" 

Me:"Yousoundlikeyoudon'twantone"shesighed. 

Khethiwe:"I'dkilltohaveone" 

Me:"Butyouguysaren'tready?"

Khethiwe:"No.Ican'tcarrytofullterm" 

Me:"I'msorry" 

Khethiwe:"Itsucks.Thatwomanthataskedforhim

ispregnantwithhischild" 



Me:"Whoa..." 

Khethiwe:"Yes.Ijustwishshegivesbirthtoday.I

can'tstandthethoughtofherbeingpregnant" 

Me:"Itmustbereallyhard" 

Khethiwe:"Itis"

Me:"I'msorry."

Khethiwe:"Itsokay."

Me:"Youmustreallylovehim" 

Khethiwe:"You'reyettobeintroducedtoMaNgcobo

babes" 

Me:"Ithoughtshepassedon"shechuckled. 

Khethiwe:"Herspiritisn't."I'mconfused.

Wegottoourtable.Itwas10pmnow.Everyonewas

drunkexceptforKhethiwe,KylieandI. 

Me:"Ithinkweshouldgo" 

Kylie:"YeahI'msleepy" 

Q:"Requestusanuber" 

Me:"Youtookanuber?" 



Tyler:"Yes.Wedidn'twantourmeanbrothersto

trackourcars.BabydoyouknowhowmuchIlove

you?"Hekissedher. 

Khethiwe:"YesIdo" 

Me:"Let'sgo.I'llfirstdropoffyouguysandthenBen

andKhaya"becauseBenwasinnostateofdriving.

Khaya:We'dappreciatethat" 

Kylie:"No.DropofftheDubes.IwilldriveBenand

Khayahome" 

Me:"Great.Babyweareleaving" 

Q:"AllIseeisyousittingdown"

Everyonetooktheirtakeawaysandwewenttothe

parkinglot.WehuggedwithKylieandbideachother

goodbye.

Me:"Ithinkyoushoulddrive" 

Khethiwe:"Theywillbeverysoberbythetimeweget

home"Ichuckled. 

Tyler:"Yolipleasewedon'twannadie."

Q:"Mykidsarestillyoung.Khethiweflies"



Khethiwe:"Iwillnotflytoday".

Q:"IfyoustartspeedingIwillgetoutthroughthis

window"

Wegotinanddroveoff.

Wearrivedattheirhome.TylerandKhethiwegotoff.

Ijumpedtothedriver'sseat. 

Q:"Youwilldrivealone?"

Me:"Yes"

Hekissedme. 

Q:"Iloveyou.Callmewhenyougethome"

Me:"Iwill"

Hegotout. 

Q:'Opentheboot.Ineedmygravy" 

Me:"Youputitthere?"

Q:"Yes."Iopenedtheboot. 

Me:"Doyoufindit?"

Q:"Yeah.Youcancloseit.ByeIloveyou" 



Me:"Bye.Iloveyoumore"Idroveoff.

...

ThelightswerestillonwhenIarrived.IcalledNqaba

toopenthegarageforme.ItslidupandIdrovein.I

wassosleepy.

Itookmybagandthefoodandwentinside.Ifound

Nqabainthekitchen. 

Me:"Ithoughtyouwereasleep" 

Nqaba:"Icametoseewhatdidyoubring" 

Me:"Meatandsalads"Iputitontopofthetable. 

Nqaba:"Itsmellsnice.Thankyou" 

Me:"Where'syouruncle?" 

Nqaba:"Upstairssleeping" 

Me:"Okaygoodnight" 

Nqaba:"Goodnight".

Iwentupstairs.Ichangedintopjsandwenttowash

myfacethencamebacktobed.Itookmyphone

andcalledQ.Hedidn'tpickup.



Iturnedthesidelampoffanddriftedtosleep.

...

Iheardmyphoneringfromafar.Isearchedforit

withmyeyesclosed.Ifoundit.Iopenedoneeyeand

answered.

Me:"Hey" 

Q:"FortheloveodGodcanyoucomeandgetme

outofthisboot?"

Me:"Whatboot?"

Q:"Thecar'sboot.I'mdying" 

Me:"Idon'tunderstand" 

Q:"Thebootofacaryouweredriving.ComebeforeI

takemylastbreath"

Icheckedthetime.Itwas12.Irushedout.

Thelightswereout.Iturnedthemonandopenedthe

doortothegarage.Iopenedthebootandwentthere.

Hegotout. 

Q:"Ialmostdied"hewaswet."Yesesthisthingisso



hot" 

Me:"Whyonearthwouldyougetontheboot?What

ifmyphonewasonsilent?" 

Q:"Iwould'vedied.I'mhungry" 

Me:"Doyourealizeyou'reatmyfather'shouse?" 

Q:"Yep.AndIknowhe'ssnoring.Ineedicecold

water"hetookoffhiscoatandhandedittome. 

Me:"Iamrequestingyouanuber" 

Q:"Wherearewegoing?" 

Me:"Youaregoinghome"hesnatchedmyphone. 

Q:"Iwanttocuddle"thealcoholwasstillinhis

system.

Me:"Wellwecan't" 

Q:"I'llsneakoutat6" 

Me:"Quinton"hekissedme. 

Q:"I'mhungry"Isighed. 

Me:"IfmyfatherseesyouandkillyouIwillnotbe

heldaccountableforyourdeathokay" 



Q:"Yes" 

Me:"Donottalk"

Wewentin.Iturnedoffthelightsandtookhimto

myroom. 

Me:"Staybehindthedoor" 

Q:"Whynow?" 

Me:"Shhh!" 

Q:"Okay"

Iwentdownstairstodishupforhim.Iwaitedforitto

warmup.

Q:"Thishouseissobeautifulbabe.Yourdadis

reallyout.Hedidn'tevenhearmegettingintohis

room"

Ihaveneverbeenthisdefeated.Whyishestilldrunk?

Itookthefoodoutofthemicrowaveandpulledhim

upthestairs.

Wegottomyroom.Ilockedthedoorandtooka

deepbreath. 



Me:"Isthismyfather'scigarette?" 

Q:"Yeah.Iborrowedit"

Igavehimthefood."Thankyoumysunshine.I'm

gonnamarryyou"

Me:"Keepitlow" 

Q:"Whenareweunlockingyourvagina?"He

whispered.

Ilaughed. 

Me:"Whenyou'resober" 

Q:"Okay.Yourfoodtastesnice" 

Me:"Thankyou" 

Q:"Youcansleep.IwillgorinsetheplatewhenI'm

done" 

Me:"Quinton.Thisisn'tyourhome" 

Q:"I'msorryIforgot" 

Me:"Eat"Ikissedhischeek.Hefedme.

He'sstupidattimesbutIlovehim.

I'malsoscaredofwhatthislovemakesmedo.Why



ishesittingonmybedinmyfather'shouseeating

hisfood?....
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IhaveneverbeentoSandton.IstayedinJo'burgfor

3yearsbutIhaveneverfoundcouragetogothere.I

instantlygotexcitedwhenwestoppedhere.Roll

withmyfatherheshalltakeyouplaces.

Myeyeswerewanderingaroundaswewalkedtothe

restaurant.

Thegentlemanatthedoorofferedtokeepourcoats

foruswhilealovelyladytookustoourtable.We

tookseats.Shetookourbeverageordersand

walkedaway. 

Me:"Whydidyoubooksuchabigtable?" 

Nzuza:"Becausetherearepeoplejoiningus"



Me:"Who?" 

Nzuza:"You'llseethemwhentheyarrive" 

Nqaba:"Aslongasitisnotyourbusinesspeople"

welaughed. 

Nzuza:"Notatall."Hesaidwithahugesmile.

Myfreshlysqueezedorangejuiceandtheir

Heinekensarrived.

"Grandpa!"Saidalittlepersonrunningourtable.My

fathersmiledandopenedhisarms.Theyhugged.

"GoodEvening"saidawomaninhermid50s. 

Nqaba:"Makazi.Itssogoodtoseeyou"shesatnext

tomyfatherandshookhandswithNqaba.She

movedtome. 

Her:"MaNzuza.You'reevenmorebeautifulin

person"Ismiled. 

Me:"Thankyou"Thelittlegirlwaswhisperingwith

myfatherandsharinggiggles.

WhyamIsoslow?Thisshouldbehiswifeandthis

isPhila.



HeplacedPhilaonachairbetweenhimandhiswife

whowasjuststaringatme. 

Nzuza:"Yoli.Meetyourmotherandyourniece." 

Phila:"Khuluwhoisthis?" 

Nzuza:"Itsyourmotherbaby" 

Phila:"Ihaveamommy?Himommy" 

Me:"Heyprincess"Itookherhandandkissedit.She

giggled. 

Phila:"HowdidyouknowIwasaprincess?Didkhulu

tellyou?" 

Me:"Ijustknewwhenyoucamein.Nicedress" 

Phila:"Thankyoumommy.YoucangetitatEarth

Child,rightgogo?"Howoldisthischild? 

MrsNzuza:"Yesmylove."Sheturnedtome."Niceto

finallymeetyouYoli.You'remysecondpre-birthday

surprise."Mydadlaughed. 

Me:"I'mgladIwasonyourwishlist.Nicetofinally

meetyou.IwashopingI'llseeyouguystomorrow" 

Nzuza:"WellIdecidedtomakeitsooner.I'm



starving" 

Phila:"Iwantwaffles" 

Nqaba:"Its8pmbabytheydon'tservewafflesthis

late" 

Phila:"GogocanIhaveasmoothie?" 

MrsNzuza:"YouhearduncleNqaba.Its8pm.No

sugar"shepoutedherlittlecutelips.Shelookslike

bothherparents.SheislightbutIcanseeQuinton

andKhuleonher.Theboldblackroundeyeswith

longlashes.Iaminlovewithhersmartassmouth

already.

MrsNzuza...Ihonestlydidn'tknowhowtobearound

her.Thisisthewomanthatthreatenedmyunborn

self.Whatifshe'sheretocompletehermission?

"Yoli!"Istartled. 

Me:"I'msorry.Weyousayingsomething?"

Nzuza:"Whatareyougoingtohave?" 

Me:"Oh.Uhm...buffalowings,mayodipandGreek

saladwithnofetaandolives"theladynoddedand

walkedaway. 



Nqaba:"Areyouokay?" 

Me:"YeahI'mgood.Iwasjustthinkingaboutmy

laptopthatIdidn'tclosewhenweleft" 

Nqaba:"Itsnotlikeanyoneisgonnabreakin"I

chuckledandpickedmyglassuptodrink.

Nzuza:"We'dknowwhodidifsomethinglikethat

weretohappen.Thecamerasrun24/7inthat

house"Ichokedinthejuice. 

Nqaba:"Areyouokay?' 

Me:"Waterplease"hepassedmethebottleofwater.

Idrankup.Myfathertookouthisphone.Hegaveit

tome.Itwasafootageofthelounge.Mylaptopwas

therewhereIleftit.Iwanttodie.

Nzuza:"See?Yourlaptopissafe.Nothingisgonna

eatit" 

Nqaba:"Thehousehascameras?" 

Nzuza:"Yeah.Ialwayswatchyoubringgirls" 

MrsNzuza:"Sam!" 

Nzuza:"What?Safetycomesfirst" 



Me:"Eventherooms?" 

Nzuza:"No.Butthegarage,kitchen,lounge,stairs

andcorridorshavecameras"okayburymenow.He

knowsQuintonwasthere.Nowthatexplainswhyhe

wokeupat5andwashedcars.WhatshouldIdo

withmyselfnow?

Ourfoodcame.Mybodywasherebutmyspirit

somehowwasn't.Icouldn'tcareaboutMrsNzuza's

constantstares.Iwasdyinginsidethatmyfather

knowsIlethisworstenemyintohishouse.

Weate.Ihonestlycouldn'twaitforustofinishand

gohome.Iwantedtobealoneinmyroomandregret

lettingQuintonin.

Itsliketheycouldhearme.MrsNzuzasuggestedwe

gohome.Icouldn'tmorehappier.Philawasalready

fastasleep.Nqabatookherfrommydadaswe

walkedaway.

...

Iheardsoftknockfromthedoor.IhatehowlightI

sleep.Icanhearevenaneedledroppinginmysleep.



Iopenedmyeyes.Thesunhadcameout.Isleptas

soonaswegothomelastnightaround10pm.

Iclimbedoffthebedandwenttoopenthedoor. 

"Overhere"Ilookeddown.Sheflashedmeasmile.I

smiledback. 

Me:"Hilove.Yousmellgood" 

Phila:"Avonhellokitty.Ibroughtyoucoffee"shehad

atinycupinherhand.Thedollcup. 

Me:"Youaresweet.Wannacomein?" 

Phila:"Please"Ican't!Sheistooyoungforhowshe

speaks.

Shecamein.Itookmylittlecupofcoffeeanddrank

thecoffeethatgotlostinmymouth. 

Me:"Youaresuchalifesaver" 

Phila:"Thankyou.Whydidn'tyoujoinusfor

breakfast?" 

Me:"BecauseIoverslept."

Phila:"Youshouldsetanalarm.Gogosavedsome

wafflesforyou.CanIuseyourcalculator?" 



Me:"Idon'thaveonebutmyphonedoes.Canyou

useit?" 

Phila:"Ifyoudon'tmind,please"

Igaveher.ShesatonthecouchwhileIfixedthe

bed. 

Me:"I'llgotakeaquickshowerokay" 

Phila:"Yes.CanIwatchpictures?" 

Me:"Yeahsure"

Allthesetinycreatureslovecellphones.Itkeeps

themquiet.

Iwentouttobath.

Icameback.Shewaslyingonherbackonthebed. 

Phila:"Thatwasn'tquickmommy"

Me:"I'msorrymyprincess"

Shesatupstraightandcrossedherlegs.

Phila:"Wherehaveyoubeen?" 

Me:"Around" 

Phila:"Iseeyousometimesinmynightmovies.Why



younevervisithome?"Myheartached.Shedreams

ofher.Isatnexttoher. 

Me:"Iwasawaystudying.Sothatwecanhavea

goodlife.ButIambacknow" 

Phila:"Forever?" 

Me:"Forever"wedidpinkyswear.Sheattackedme

withahug. 

Phila:"Iloveyoumommy" 

Me:"IloveyoumoremyAngel"myeyesfailedme.

Tearsdropped.

Shemovedoff.Iquicklygotup. 

Phila:"Isawmyfriendinthepictures."

Me:"Yourfriend?Whoisyourfriend?"

Phila:"Idon'tknowhisname.Henevertoldmebut

wewerebestfriends.Howdoyouknowhim?Did

youtellhimtobemyfriend?"Iwenttoher. 

Me:"Showhimtome"

Sheswipedback.ShestoppedatQuinton'spicture. 



Phila:"Here.Heusedtocallmeeveryday.Buthe

stoppedwhenuncleJakegotlost"confusionismy

middlenamerightnow.

Me:"I'msosorrymylove.Wewilllookforhim

okay?" 

Phila:"Okay.Doyouhavegames?"ThankyouJesus!

Me:"Yes"Ishowedher.Sheliedonherstomachand

smiledatthephone.

Sobetweenthe2daddies.Onehasmadecontact

withher.WhoisJake?

...

Sheendedupfallingasleep.Ileftthedooropened

andwentdownstairs.IfoundonlyMrsNzuza.She

hadanaprononandalltheveggiesyoucanthinkof

onthecounter.

Me:"Goodmorning"

MrsNzuza:"Morning.Yourfoodisonthewarmer" 

Me:"Thankyou"Itookitoutandsatdown. 

MrsNzuza:"I'mmakingSundaymeal.Doyouwanna



inviteanyone?"

Me:"Yeahbuttheywouldn'tmakeit.They're

probablysnuggledupintheirmen'sarms"she

chuckled. 

MrsNzuza:"Wellwhydon'tyouinviteyoursover?"I

lookedatherandsnorted. 

Me:"IamwithsomeonethatI'mnotsupposedtobe

with"

MrsNzuza:"Ishemarried?"

Me:"No.Butmyfatherwouldskinusbothalive" 

MrsNzuza:"Helikesactingtoughfornoreason.

Invitehimover."

Me:"Ican'treally"

MrsNzuza:"WhatifItoldyoutheyareatthegate" 

Me:"Who?"

MrsNzuza:"TheDubes.Theycametoaskforpiece

butyourfather'sprideisasbigandAfrica.Hewon't

letthemin.They'vebeentheresince5am" 

Me:"What?"



Iwenttothemonitor.Ipressedforthegateview.

Theywerereallythere.With2goats.Tylerwas

sleepingnexttoQontheground.PastorChris,Khule

andbrotherCalvinweresittingdownholdingthe

goats. 

Me:"Whereishe?"

MrsNzuza:"Wentouttobuysneakers"wowSamson

Nzuza.Wow. 

Me:"Theymustbehungry"

MrsNzuza:"Imadethembreakfast.Nqabatookitto

them.Whydon'tyouknowhe'shere.Don'tyoutext?"

Me:"Wedo.MyphonehasbeenwithPhila."Ipaused.

"DidmydadtellyouIamwithhim?"

MrsNzuza:"Yes.Thetruthis,yourfatherneverreally

lovedthem.ForhimtoacceptKhuleasLesedi's

boyfriendwehadtouseemotionalblackmail.When

shediedundertheircareitwasjustacherryon

top." 

Me:"Soyoudon'thatemefordatingapersonwho

wasresponsibleforyourdaughter'sdeath?"She



smiled. 

MrsNzuza:"No.Itsactuallyfascinating.Itslikethe

historyisrepeatingit'sself.I'mjustgladyou'reago

getterlikeLesedi.Sheevenbrokeakneetryingto

sneakout.Shejumpedfromthebalcony"Ilaughed.I

couldnever.

Me:"No!"

MrsNzuza:"Yes."Sheimmediatelyswitchedtoa

seriousface."Yourmomdidtellyouaboutwhat

happenedinthepastright?"

Me:"Yesshedid" 

MrsNzuza:"Ifyou'requestioningyourselfeitherI

likeorhateyoujustknowIloveyou.AllthatIsaid

anddidtoyourmotherwasjustmebeingamarried

womanprotectinghermarriage.Thepast19yearsI

havebeentryingtofindwaystotellyourfatherthat

hehasachildsomewhereinthisworld.WhenLesedi

diedIwishedIcouldjustwakeupandfindyou.The

menwhoworkedformeallpassedon.Onevanished

soIdidn'thaveanyonetoleadmewhereyour

motherliveduntilJanuarywhenIbumpedintohim



atthemallhere.Hegavemealltheinfo.Iwrotea

lettertoyourfatherpretendingtobeoneofyour

mother'sfriendsandheboughtit.Igavehimallthe

directionstoyourhomeandfortunateenoughhe

foundyourmother.I'mgladwenowhaveadaughter

again.HeisathishappiestsinceSedidied"shehad

glassyeyes.Ismiled.

Me:"You'renothinglikeIhadimagined.Ithought

you-"

MrsNzuza:"HatedYou?Ididbeforebutnot

anymore.Iwantyoutotreatmeasyoursecond

mother.YourmotherdidtellyouIinvitedyouguys?" 

Me:"Yeah.Ifounditveryodd"shechuckled. 

MrsNzuza:"Iknow.Iwantedustodiscusssome

thingsbutI'monit" 

Me:"Isitssecret?" 

MrsNzuza:"Yesmylove.IsPhilaasleeporplaying

withyourphone?"

Me:"Asleep.Sheissuchamystery" 

MrsNzuza:"HerIQisonanotherlevel.Shecanread,



countandallthat" 

Me:"WowIcantell.Iwassurprisedshecanusea

cellphone'scalculator" 

MrsNzuza:"That'sPhilaforyou.Fullofsurprises"

welaughed."Shethinksyou'reherrealmotheryou

know" 

Me:"YeahIfigured.Shesaidsheseesmeinher

nightmoviesandthenaskedmetoneverleaveher

again.Thatbrokemyheart"

MrsNzuza:"I'msorryhoney.Iamplanningontelling

herabouthermotherwhensheturns5.I'vealways

toldhershe'soverseas"

Daddywalkedin. 

Nzuza:"Wehavevisitors.Fixthemsomethingto

drinkYoli"Igotupandtookoutglasses. 

MrsNzuza:"Youcanbesocruelattimes" 

Nzuza:"Iletthemin,didn'tI?" 

MrsNzuza:"Afterhowlong?It'shalfpasteleven" 

Nzuza:"Itsevensogenerousofmetoevenletthem



in"

Hewalkedaway. 

MrsNzuza:"Onedayhe'sgonnasuffocateofthat

pride"Ichuckledandtookthetraytothelounge.

Iputitonthetableandwentupstairs.Theygotin.

Poorthings.

Igotupstairs.Itookmyphone.Therewere20texts

fromQ.Theywereallabouthowmuchcruelmy

fatheris.Helikescomplaining.

Philawasstillfastasleep.Itrang.

Me:"Baba" 

Caller:"Itsnot.Pleasecomehelpmehere" 

Me:"Ohok.I'mcoming"

Iworechangedintoadressandahat.Ididn'tbring

anyscarfshere.Ithenwentdown.

Nzuza:"Whatareyouapologizingforexactly?For

killingmydaughterorforsleepinginmyhouse?"Oh

Godheknows. 

Quinton:"Foreverything"helookedlikeachild



caughteatingcandy.Hiseyeswerefacingdown.

Ifeltsomeonegrabmyarmandpullingme. 

Nqaba:"Whatissaidthereistotallynoneofyour

business" 

Me:"Ouch.Letgoofmyarmthen" 

MrsNzuza:"You'rehurtingthechildNqaba" 

Nqaba:"Shewaseavesdropping"MrsNzuzagave

meawarningeye.

Me:"Iwasn't.WhatshouldIdoaroundhere?" 

MrsNzuza:"Rinsetheplates.Thefoodisalmost

ready" 

Nqaba:"Idon'twannabethoseguys"welaughed. 

MrsNzuza:"Afteracoupleofminutes.Servethem

beer.Hewilleaseupabit" 

Me:"Aretheygonnaslaughterthegoats?" 

Nqaba:"Yes.That'sifhewantsthemslaughtered" 

MrsNzuza:"Weslaughteredallthepeaceofferings.

Idoubthe'llslaughterthesetoo" 



Me:"Theydonethisbefore?" 

MrsNzuza:"Yes.Theywerejustnotletin.Andits

theNzuzaeldersthatinsistedheslaughterthegoats.

Hewantedtoletthemfree" 

Me:"Wow.Sothisisprogress?"

MrsNzuza:"Youcansaythat.Pleasetakethebeer

tothem" 

Me:"I'mscared" 

Nqaba:"Faceyourfears"

Herushedout.Amen.

Iopenedthefridge. 

Me:"Howdidyouknowtheydrinkthis?"

MrsNzuza:"Theywereoncemyfavoritesons" 

Me:"Ofcourse"shesmiledandattendedherpots

whileIwenttothelounge.

ItookadeepbreathbeforeIappeared. 

Nzuza:"LesediwastoogoodforyouandsoisYoli

toyouQueen"whatiswrongwithhim.



Me:"Sanbonani" 

Them:"Yebo" 

Nzuza:"Awhole6pack?Leave3.They'llshare" 

Me:"Mama-" 

Nzuza:"IsaidwhatIsaid."Itookthe3cansandleft.

MrsNzuza:"Andthen?" 

Me:"YourhusbandsaidIshouldturnbackwiththem

they'llshare" 

MrsNzuza:"Thisman!"Ilaughed.

Wegossippedaboutmyauntwhowastakingoverat

myceremony.

Wedishedup.Nqabacame.Wetookthefoodtothe

lounge.

Myfatherwasstilldoingthetalking.Doesn'theget

tired?

Nzuza:"There'snoneedforfood.Wearedonehere.

Rightgentlemen?" 

Tylerclearedhisthroat. 



Nqaba:"Whatabeautifulwaytocloseoffthis

meeting"hesaidputtingthetrayonthetable. 

Nzuza:"Takethefoodback.Theydidn'tevendrink

theirbeer,theywon'teatthefood"

Iwalkedback. 

Me:"Canyoupleasetalktohim?" 

MrsNzuza:"Whathashedone?Whyareyoucoming

backwiththefood?" 

Nqaba:"Becausehetoldustotakeitback" 

MrsNzuza:"I'llberightback"

Nqabalookedatmeandlaughed. 

Me:"I'mirritated"

Weheardaknockonthebackdoor.Iwenttoopen. 

Tyler:"Hi.I'mheretogetmyplateoffoodandbeer.I

spentthelast40minutesthinkingaboutthisfood.It

smeltsonice"Nqabalaughed.Iputaglassanda

beernexttotheplateandgavehim.

Me:"I'lltakethemwhenIseeyou" 



Tyler:"Thankyouwifey"hewalkedaway.Ilaughed.

MrsNzuzacameback. 

MrsNzuza:"Yourfathergetstomynerves"

Me:"Justlethimbe." 

MrsNzuza:"CanyoubelievehefedPhilaallergex

justsoshecansleepallday" 

Me:"Unbelievable"

Imadewarmwaterandtookitupstairswithme.I

wokeherupandmadeherdrinkit.

Myphonerang. 

Me:"Heybaby" 

Q:"Imissyou" 

Me:"Youjustsawme" 

Q:"Ididn't.Thatgorillafatherofyourskepthiseyes

onmewhenyouwalkedin"Ilaughed. 

Me:"That'smyfather." 

Q:"Pleasedishupforme.I'msohurt.Tyleronly

gavemeaspoon" 



Me:"I'msorrylove.Iwillseeyoulaterwhenmydad

isasleep" 

Q:"HetoldmeIshouldcomeandaskhimtotake

yououtonaproperdate." 

Me:"What?" 

Q:"Yes.AndtoldKhuletodothesameaboutPhila.

I'msorrytosaythisbutIthinkhe'ssmokingweed"

Ilaughed.

Me:"Youbettercountyourwords.Hemightbe

listening.Sowhenareyouaskingmeoutonaproper

date?" 

Q:"I'mstillplanning."

"Canyoupleasefocusontheroad?" 

Me:"Who'sthat?" 

Q:"ItsTyler.I'llcallyouwhenIgethome" 

Me:"Okaylovebye" 

Tyler:"Ifyouslaughterthosegoats.Savesomemeat

forme" 



Q:"Wtfman?Shutup.Byebabe"hehung

Idon'tknowwhytheyarethisclose.90%ofthetime

theyarefighting.

Sothismeansmydadapprovesofourrelationship.I

smiledalone.ItookPhilatohergogoandwentout

tothegardenwheremydadwassaidtobe.

Ifoundhimsmoking. 

Nzuza:"Hehasalargemouth"Istopped.Iwastip

toeing. 

Me:"Ithoughtyouhatedthem"heturned. 

Nzuza:"Ido.IjustloveyouandPhilamorethanI

hatethem.AllIwanttoseeisyouguyshappy."I

smiledandhuggedhim. 

Me:"Thankyou"Iletgo.

Nzuza:"Don'tgetpregnant.Idon'twantlittlethugs

allovermyhouse"

Ichuckled.Hewalkedawayleavingmedancingin

myheart.Ineverexpectedthis.Althoughthis

soundslikehe'sgonnatormentthemeverytimebut

itdoesn'tmatter....
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Idon'tknowwhatgotintomebutIhadtorun,runas

fastasIcould.IgotdownstairstothereceptionI

askedtheladytobookmeanuberbecauseIhadleft

myphoneupstairs.

Iwasprayingheisnotfollowingmebecauseifheis

IsweartogodI'mgoingtofaintrightnowIwent

outsideIwaited.Thishastobethelongest2

minutesofmylife.Theuberarrived.

Ievenforgottotellmydestination.Afterdrivingand

drivinganddriving,methinkingaboutthecrazy

Quinton.Whatwashethinking?whatishethinking!

becauserightnowIwanttodie.Iwanttodrink.I

wanttogetdrunkandgotoDurban.Flyordrive

thereasinnow.

Driver:"Sisi.Youhaven'tansweredmyquestion" 



Me:"I'msorryyousaidsomething?" 

Driver:"Yes.Whereareyougoing?"Idon'tevenknow

whereweare. 

Me:"Wherearewe?"

Driver:"WejustpassedMelroseArch." 

Me:"PleasedropmeoffatCrystalheightsSandton"

DoIevenhavemycardswithme?Ichecked.Luckily

IhadaR200note.Mymindwasallovertheplace.I

had1000ofbeesbuzzinginmyhead.Iwasscared,

shockedandanyotherunpleasantemotions.

...

Ipushedhimoutofthewayandwentstraighttohis

winestack.Itookabottle. 

Ben:"Ifyouwannagetdrunkyoubettertakethered

one"Iputthesweetwhitebackandtooktheredone.

Ipouredafullglassanddowneditinonego.I

sighed.ThisiswhatIneeded.NoIneedasecond

one.Ipouredanddrankitup.

Ben:"Ok.Outwithit" 



Me:"Heproposed"hiseyeswidened."Don'twiden

youreyes.QuintonDubefuckingproposed!BenI

needtherapy" 

Ben:"That'sagoodthing.Letmeseethering" 

Me:"Thereisnoring"

Ilookedforchipsinthecupboard.Ughcheeseand

onion.ReallyBen?Itookitanywayandtuckedthe

bottleofwineundermyarmandheadedtothe

lounge. 

Ben:"Whatdoyoumean?" 

Me:"Ifreakedout" 

Ben:"Yoli.Youbetterstarttalkinglikeanadult" 

Me:"I'mstillinverybadtraumaBenplease" 

Ben:"Wellbitchyoubettergetoverthattraumaand

tellmewherethehelltheringis!" 

Me:"Thereisnoring.IfreakedoutanddidwhatIdo

best,ranoff." 

Ben:"Youmyhundoesn'tneedtherapy.Youneed

yourancestorscombinedandJesus.Whyonearth



wouldyourunoff?Doyoureallylovethismanor

you'vebeenwastingmydatabytellingmeevery

freakingdaythatyoudo?" 

Me:"Heaskedmetomarryhim.WhatdoIknow

aboutbeingawife?Letalonehowfasthe'sgoing.

Itsonlybeen5months.Whereisherushingto?" 

Ben:"Themanis34Yoli.Whatwaitareyou

expecting?AndbythewayIhadtowithdraw500

0002monthsafterKhulemetthatcoconuthoeof

his.Andyouwannaknowwherethatmoneywas

going?Lobola" 

Me:"Ineedtosleep"

Ben:"Yesyoudo.Come"

Ihadfinishedthewholebottle.Mymindwasn'tso

busy.Thisisperfect.ExactlywhatIneeded.

...

Iwokeupthenextmorning.Ineededatoilet.I

neededtodischargeallthealcoholorwhateverthe

hellwasinsideme.Irantothebathroomandthrew

up.



I'monly22whywouldmylifebecutsoshort. 

Me:"Ben!"Isaidwiththelaststrengthinme."Ben

I'mdying"

Icollapsednexttotheseatafterflushing.Bencame

in. 

Ben:"Thatwhathappenswhenyoudrinkawhole

bottlebyyourself.Here,thisshouldhelp"hehanded

meabottleofwaterand...7tablets.Ihatepills!

ButIdrankthemanyway.Hegavemehishand.I

tookitandhepulledmeup.Wewalkedbacktothe

room. 

Me:"Ineedtobath" 

Ben:"No.Liedownbit.Iwillmakeyoufood.Quinton

called"

Myheartbeatfaster.Ihadforgottenabouthimand

hisproposal.Thatwasthebest5minutesofmylife.

NowI'mbacktomyreality. 

Me:"Whatdidhewant?" 

Ben:"Toknowifyou'rewithme.Hesentyourphone"



Me:"Idon'twantit" 

Ben:"Justrest.Whenyouwakeupyouwillbeon

yourrighstateofmind" 

Me:"Whattimeisit?" 

Ben:"Resttime"heclosedthedoor.Icouldn'treally

tell.Therewasnosun.Itwasactuallyraining.I

pulledtheduvetoverandfeltdrowsy.Thisis

overdose.

...

"Wakeywakeysleepyhead"Ifeltsomethingsofthit

mypoorhead.Itriedopeningmyeyes. 

Me:"No" 

Ben:"You'vebeenoutfor5hours.Comeon" 

Me:"Whatisshedoinghere?" 

Kylie:"Hhaibo!I'mheretocheckuponyou" 

Me:"Youknewhewasgoingtoproposeandyou

didn'tevenwarnme" 

Kylie:"LikethehellIknew.Ijustgotacallfromhim

inthemorning.TrustmeIwasalsoshocked.But



runningfriend?" 

Me:"Don'tgivemethatlookplease"Isatupstraight

andtookthetrayfromBen.

Kylie:"Thepoormanistraumatized" 

Me:"WellIamtoo.Canwestoptalkingaboutit?" 

Kylie:"No.Whydidyourun?" 

Me:"BecauseIfreakedout!" 

Ben:"Doyounotwanttomarryhim?" 

Me:"Idon'tknow.CanIeatnow?Inpeace?" 

Kylie:"Yeahsure."

Theysatonthecouchandwatchedmeeat.These

freaks.

AftereatingBenbroughtmeanewtoothbrushand

myphone.

Thereweretonsofmissedcallsfrommyfather,

motherandZweli.Sohedidn'tevenbothertocall

huh.

Ibathedwhilelisteningtomusic.Iwillcallthe



parentslater.AsforZweli,hemustjustleavemethe

hellalone.

Ifinishedbathing.IneedclothesIcan'twearthis

tightassdressandheels.Ifirstcheckedthe

availableflightstoDurban.Theywereallsoldout.I

willhavetodrive.

Idressedupandwentout. 

Me:"CanIborrowyourcar?" 

Ben:"AndwhenwillIgetirback?" 

Me:"Thisevening." 

Kylie:"Icandriveyouhome" 

Me:"Nothanks.Ifeellikebeingalone"theystaredat

me."Ineedtothink" 

Ben:"Howdoweknowyouwon'tlosefocusonthe

roadandbeinanaccident" 

Me:"Iwon't.Callmeeveryminutetomakesure" 

Ben:"Somuchcanhappeninasecond" 

Me:"Youworrytoomuch"Itookthekeys."Thanks

forthehospitality"



Iwalkedouttothecar.IdrovetoMandelaSquare.I

needsomethingcomfortabletodriveon.

Ilovethistimeofthemonth.Peoplehaveblewall

theirsalariesandthestoresarepeacefullyempty.I

endedupbuyingsnacksfortheroad.

IsawNqabawalkinginasIheadedtothedoor.I

wavedathim.Hesawmeandstopped.Wehugged. 

Me:"Yougood?" 

Nqaba:"Yes.Iwasexpectingyoulastnight" 

Me:"Yeah.SorryIcouldn'tcall.Myphonewasacting

up.Isyourunclehome?" 

Nqaba:"No.Theyleftthismorning.Areyougoing

backtobaeoryougoinghome?" 

Me:"I'mgoinghome.Ijustneedtogetintothese

comfyclothesthenIwilldrivehome" 

Nqaba:"OkayIwillseeyouthere.Iwillpassbythe

carwash." 

Me:"Bequick.I'mthinkingofdrivingtoDurban" 

Nqaba:"Why?" 



Me:"Itsalongstory.IfyoucomehomeearlyIwill

tellyou" 

Nqaba:"NowI'mworried.Let'sgo"hetookmy

plasticandwewalkedoff.

Istartledatsomeonestandingbeforeme. 

Me:"Youscaredme" 

Khethelo:"I'vealwaysknownyouarealittlehoe.

Quintonlovesyouandyoudohimlikethis?"

Itookadeepsigh. 

Me:"Keepwell"Imovedheroffmyway.Ifeltagrip

onmyhair.

BetterbenothercauseIsweartoGod.Iturned.She

slappedme.Islappedherback.Nqabaheldmeback.

Me:"Don'tfuckingevertouchmewoman.Iamsick

andtiredofyou.Whothehelldoyouthinkyouare?I

maybeyoungbutIwillcrushyourbonesKhetheloI

swear.Lord!"shestillhadherhandoverhercheek.

Nqabapulledmeaway.Peoplewerenowvideo

recodingandtakingpicturesofus.IwassoangryI

wantedtocry.



Whatisupwiththiswoman?Doesshewantboth

thesementoherself?Orshereallydoesseemeas

Lesedi.

Nqaba:"Whoisshe?" 

Me:"Khule'swife.Shehasalwaysbeennastytome

butthis...she'stotallywentoverboard.I'msomad" 

Nqaba:"Oh.She'sweird.I'msorry.Isshemadyou

looklikeSedi?" 

Me:"AtthispointIreallydonotknow" 

Nqaba:"Letmedrive.Iwillfetchmycarlater"I

tossedhimthekeysandgotinattheback.Ifailedto

holdthetearsin.Icried.

Iendedupfallingasleep.Iwokeupasthecardrove

inhome.

Nqaba:"Willyoubeokay?" 

Me:"Yeah.Thanks" 

Nqaba:"WhattimewillyoubeleavingforDurban?" 

Me:"Ican'tdrivelikethis.Iwillbookaflightfor

tomorrow" 



Nqaba:"Greatthen.I'llbringusfood"

Hegotoutandheadedoutsidethegate.Istayedin

thecarforabout30minutesorso.

Idonottrustthiswomanaroundmysister'sbaby

now.IfshehatesmethismuchwhataboutOne

thingthatkeepsKhuleconnectedtoSedi?

Myphonerangdisturbingmytrailofthoughts.

Me:"Mother" 

Mama:"AtleastyoustillknowwhoamI" 

Me:"I'msorry.Ididn'thaveairtime" 

Mama:"IwillactlikeIbelieveyou.Howareyou?" 

Me:"I'mgood.Howisyourself?" 

Mama:"Besidethefactthatyourhardcheekbone

motherwantsmetogiveyourfatherachild.Iam

good" 

Me:"What?"

Mama:"Yes.Shewantsmetomarryyourfatherand

havesexwithme.Imagine.Yourfatherwithdiabetes

ontopofmeandmeunderneathsaying"ahahah"



fakingitatthat"Ilaughed.WhydidGodchosethis

crazywomantobemymother?Whotellsthatto

theirchild? 

Me:"Thatistoomuchinformationma'am.So,did

youagree?" 

Mama:"I'mnotcrazy.Sheisjustjealousofmytiny

waistthat'sit.Howarethingsthere?Where'sthe

blackman?"Itookadeepbreath.

Me:"Athishome.Heproposedlastnight"she

alulated."Ididn'tsayyes"shestopped. 

Mama:"Ohbaby.I'msorry" 

Me:"Ididn'tsaynoeither.Ijustranoff" 

Mama:"Why?" 

Me:"Ifreakedout." 

Mama:"Mypoorlittlefreak." 

Me:"I'mscaredheisgoingtodumpme" 

Mama:"Ifhelovesyouandreallywantstomarryyou.

Hewillproposeagain" 

Me:"Islappedhistwinbrother'swifeatthemall



today" 

Mama:"What?AiboYoli" 

Me:"Shecaughtmeoffguard.Whenshegrabbed

myhairandslappedmeIjustlostit" 

Mama:"Shewhat?Youshould'vechokeslammed

her,hitheragainstthewallandbreakherneck.

Everyplacewithhairisitchyrightnow.Thenerveof

thatchild!"

Iheardasoundofacallcomingthrough.Ichecked. 

Me:"Letmecallyouback.Sendmylovetonana" 

Mama:"Ok.Don'tletnowomanwalkoveryou" 

Me:"Iwon't"

Shehungup.IansweredCalvin'scall. 

Me:"Hello?" 

Calvin:"MaNzuza.Canyoumakeyourselfavailable

atChris'shouseinthenexthour?"OhGod.Iknewit.

Sheranandtoldthem. 

Me:"Pleasesendmethelocation" 



Calvin:"Iwill"

Hehungup.Icouldhearhe'spissed.

Ileanedbackontheseatandsighed.Itookthe

plasticandgotout.

Iheadedinsidethehouse.Imadecoffee.Onlyitcan

makemefeelbetterrightnow.IrangQuintonup.It

rangunanswered.

Ihatemylifeatthisverymoment.I'mtotallynot

readyforwhatCalviniscallingmefor.

IdrankmycoffeeasIwentuptochange.Ipickeda

maxidressandasimplecoat.Adoekwilldomea

littlegood.TheywillseeI'mnotonlyafreakthatran

awayfromamarriageproposalandslapped

KhethelothefollowingbutI'malsoadecentwoman.

MyphonerangwhileIlookedatmyreflectiononthe

mirror.ItwasKhethiwe. 

Me:"Hey" 

Khethiwe:"Babe.Ijustheard.AreyouOkay?" 

Me:"I'mgood.Iseveryonemad?" 



Khethiwe:"Ijustgothere.Itlooksprettytense"she

betterhadnotliedcauseifshedidIwillbeather

infrontofherfamily. 

Me:"Ihatethis.Shestartedit" 

Khethiwe:"Itdoesn'tlooklikethathere" 

Me:"I'mnotcomingthen" 

Khethiwe:"Nonono.Come.Youneedtotellyour

sideofthestory" 

Me:"Isthishowyoupeoplelive?Thisisabsolutely

notmylife" 

Khethiwe:"Nope.Weareallnewtothistrustme.

Justcome.Everyoneishere" 

Me:"Calvinhasn'tsentmetheaddress" 

Khethiwe:"Iwillsendittoyoujustnow.Drivesafe" 

Me:"Thankyou"

Ihungup. 

....

Thereweremanycarsoutside.Seemslikeeveryone



cameintheirown.IparkednexttoQ's.I'mnotready

tofacehim.Isaidalittleprayerbeforegettingoutof

thecarandwentintothehouse.

Iwentinthroughthekitchen.TherewasKatlegoand

Emi. 

Me:"Evening"thesunhadjustset. 

Kat:"Hey"shehuggedme."Theyareinthelounge" 

Emi:"Doyouneedaglassofgin?"Ichuckled. 

Me:"IfIdidn'tfeellikedyingIwouldhaveone.

Thanksthough"shwsmiledandcontinuedcleaning

glasses.Iproceededtothelounge.

Theyallturnedtolookatme.Katlegofollowed.Isat

onthesinglecouchthatfacedKhuleandQuinton.

Thisresemblanceiscrazyhonestly.IfQcouldjust

cuthisbeardIswearIwouldconfusethem

everytime.

Igreeted. 

Calvin:"I'mnotevengoingtobeataroundthebush.

MaNzuza,Mamnguni.Iamverypissed.Iamso

revoltedbywhatyoudidatthemall.Howoldareyou?



3?4?"Ishookmyhead."Thenwhywouldyouactso

childish?DoyouknowwhatishappeningonSA

blogsrightnow?Doyouknowthehotgossipof

tomorrowmorningnewspaperswillbe?" 

Chris:"Aftermonthsoftryingtostayoffthefront

pages.Youjusthadtodragusback.Youareto

blameKhethelo"

Khethelo:"Ohwhy?BecauseIamnotaslayqueen?" 

Me:"Thatistheverysamethingwewillmakeitto

thenewseverydaybecauseIamfedupofyouand

callingmethat."Isaidcalmly.Withouteyecontact.

"WithallduerespectboNyamazane.Iamsickand

tiredofhowKhetheloistowardsme.Itbeganatthe

restaurant.Shecalledmethatname,shekept

makingnastycommentsatdinnerthatnight.I

reachedoutbecauseIhadrealizedthiswasmore

thanaboutwhatmyfatherdidbutratheraboutmy

sister.KhethelofeelsthreatenedbyhowmuchIlook

likemysister,IthinkshesomehowfeelslikeIwillbe

are-" 

Khethelo:"Bitchpleaseyou-" 



Me:"I'mnotdone!"Fuck.Thisisn'tthesideofmeI

wantthesepeopletowitnessjustyet."Shefeelslike

KhulewillberemindedofSedi.That'swhatI've

concludedbecauseIlearnedthatpeopledied

becauseofKhethiweandTyler'sunionbutnoone

everhatedKhethiweasmuchasKhethelohatesme.

Andwhatshedidtoday.Shereallyputmeoff.And

I'mdeeplysorrythathappened.I'msorryitputyour

familytothenews.I'msorryIslappedyouback

Khethelobutpleasewhereverwecrosspaths.Never

evergrabmyhair.QI'msorryIranoutonyou

yesterday.ThisiswhyIranoff.Ican'tmarrywhereI

mightbefedpoison.Khulepleasetakecareofmy

baby.Icertainlydonottrustthiswoman.Everyone

I'msorrytohavehadbroughtallthisunnecessary

dramatoyourfamily.MaybeyouwererightKhethelo.

Iwasjustaphase"

Iwasatedgeofbreakingdown.Igotupandrushed

out.Tearswerepouringdownasreachedthedoor.

Iheardpeopletalkingbehindme.Iunlockedmycar.

Therewasacarparkedbehindme.

Quinton:"Ican'tbelieveyouboth"Iturned.Itwas



him,KhuleandKhethelo. 

Khule:"Youbeatmybrother'sgirlfriend" 

Khethelo:"Youdon'tknowwhatshewasdoing" 

Me:"Thatwasmycousin" 

Khethelo:"Yeahright"

Khule:"Apologize" 

Khethelo:"I'mnotcrazy" 

Q:"ApologizeYoli" 

Me:"Idid." 

Q:"Doitagain" 

Me:"What?Noforgetit.Shewillstartthinkingshe's

myGodifIdo"

Theychuckled. 

Khule:"There'sonethingthatyoutwodonotknow.

We'dchooseeachotheroveranythingandanyone.If

youthinkwewillbewithwomenwhoaresworn

enemiesthenyougotanotherthingcoming." 

Q:"Wecanalwaysfindourselveslittlehottieswho



willactlikeadultsnotyoutwooldmagogozwithtiny

brains."Wtf? 

Me:"Yougonnadate18yearoldsnow?" 

Khule:"Iftheyarematurethanyoutwothenyes.

Untilyoubothhavehumbledyourselvesandlearned

thatyouaretwinsandbeobsessedwitheachother.

Donotstepinmyhouse" 

Khethelo:"Areyoulisteningtoyourself?" 

Khule:"Veryclear.Havefunwhileyoufixyour

relationship."

Quintonhandedusenvelopes.

Quinton:"Inthereareyourvisas.Thejetisreadyto

boardtodayat10pmheadingtoIndonesia.Isit

Bali?" 

Khule:"Yes.Enjoyyourselvesmyloves.Itsan

island."

Theyhuggedusandheadedbackin. 

Khethelo:"Thisisallyourfault" 

Me:"I'dratherbesinglethantogoanywherewith



you"

SherushedbackinsidewhileIgotinthecar.Ihate

howmuchthismoronknowsIlovehim!...
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Izippedtheluggageandputitdown.Readytogo.It

hasbeenaglorious2daysofbliss.

Althoughwealmostdiedofhungoveryesterdaybut

itwasworthit.Wewenttochurchyesterdayand

camebacktohavelunchwithagettoknoweach

othersessionwhileatit.Theyaregoodpeople

afterallIhopetheythinkthesameofme.

Lelobeggedhermentonottryandfindus.Ifoundit

reallyweirdthattheywouldevenlookforus.Girls



needtimetothemselvesonceinawhile.

IknowIamalreadybadinfluenceintheireyesbut

thisescapewasworthit.ForEmi'sstressandfor

ouramends.Iheardasoftknockandadooropened.

Shesmiled. 

Khethelo:"Isitsafetocomein?" 

Me:"Aslongaswhateveryouhavebehindyouisnot

alcohol"shelaughedandclosedthedoor. 

Khethelo:"Itschampagneactually.Iseeyouare

donepacking" 

Me:"YesIam.ItsanhouruntilweleaveIloveall

thesenewclothesIwouldn'tsurviveforgettingany

ofthem"shechuckledandsatonachairturningher

backagainstthedresser.

Khethelo:"WellyouandIboth."Shepaused."Ifelt

likeweneededtotalkaboutthisbeforeweleave" 

Me:"Soundsserious" 

Khethelo:"Abit.Maybe...uhm...onFriday,whenIsaid

thesmokehasclearedbetweenus.Ididn'tmeanitI-

"



Me:"What?Why?"

Khethelo:"Letmefinish.Ijustsaidthattofree

everyonefromtheemotionaltensionIfeltinthat

meeting.IjusttoldmyselfIwillpretendeverythingis

okayuntilwheneverbutsomethinghappenedon

Saturday.Irealizedyouweregenuinelyhappy.Iwas

genuinelyhappywewerealltheredrinkingourselves

todeath.Youfitjustrightintothepuzzle.Itslikeyou

werethemissingpieceandnowwe'recomplete.

ThankstoCalvinforforcingthetruthoutofme." 

Me:"I'mnotgoingtocryokay.I'mjustgladwe're

findingcommongroundandIpromiseyou,youwill

notregretwhatyoufeltonSaturday"shesmiled. 

Khethelo:"Itsstillgoingtotakealotthoughtoadjust

tohavingaspittingimageofmyhusband'slatewife"

Me:"I'llwearheavymake-up"welaughed.She

lookedatherwristwatch. 

Khethelo:"Webettergetgoingbeforeyougetlate

forthatmeeting"Isighed.

Mydadcalledlastnightandaskedmetostandin

forhiminabusinessdinnertonight.Itriedgetting



myselfoutofthatcreepysituationbuthetoldmehis

pawillemailmethespeech.AllIhavetodoisbe

there,smile,shakehandsandreadthespeechof

whichsoundslikehelltome.Idonotlikebeing

centerofattention.

Khethiwe:"Dowereallyhavetogo?"Shesaidafter

packingourbagsattheback. 

Lelo:"Yes.Youmissedworktodayremember?"

Emi:"WellIquitmine" 

Us:"Why?"

Emi:"Iwon'tbeabletolookatBradeveryday."We

gotinthecar.Lelovolunteeredtodriveus.Couldn't

behappier.Ihatedriving. 

Kat:"Shame.Whatareyougonnadowithyourlife

now?"

Emi:"Lookforajob.Khethiwedon'tyouneedaPA?"

Khethiwe:"IhaveaPA" 

Emi:"Khethelo,anynewhairdressersneeded?"

Kat:"Definitelynot"welaughed.Yesterdayshefailed



twistingLelo'safro.

Softballadcameontheradio.Ipositionedmyself

wellanddriftedtosleep.

...

Verygenerouswomen.Theydroppedmeoffat

home.IhaveKylie,BenandQuintontodealwithand

Ihateeverymomentofit.

Around6pm.40minutesafterIarrivedthe2

gentlemenarrivedwiththedresstowearatthe

functiondinnerorwhateverthehellthatthingis.

AllIcansayisIlookedlikeadream.HadInotran

outofQuintonIwouldbewearingaringtoaddon

myperi-perisaucebeing.

Irodeinalimo.Ihadnoideathereweregonnabe

camerapeopleandafuckingredcarpet!!!!

Thedooropened.Iwanttodieatthisverymoment. 

Cheaffur:"Ma'amyoumaystepout"Itookmyclutch

andsteppedout.

Iwalkedasthoughtherewerenocamerasflashing

atme.IkeptmyfacedownuntilIwasinside.



Somanygreyhairedmenwithfreshfacesbeside

them.Theringsonthierfingers!

Thisisgonnabemein5yearsdearLord...

***

Ithasbeen2days.Itdoesn'tseemlikeI'mgoingto

Durbananytimesoon.Ihaveabout3moreweeksto

stayhere.Tylercalledmeyesterdayandaskedme

toredohisbabymamashouse.Idon'twanttoseem

likeabetrayertotheDubewivesbutIcan'talsoturn

downajobhenceIamgoingtohitKhethiwewitha

surpriseattheoffice.

Wasn'titFridayjustdaysago?Andhereweareon

yetanotherFriday.Itsbeen6dayssinceIsawthat

manofmine.Ihavebeenmakingupexcuseswhen

hesayshewantstomeet.Ineedallthestrengthto

facehimoranyofhisbrothersafterIsuggested

theygetleftwithkids.

Ifinisheddressingupandwalkedout.

Ipassedbythemalltogetmealsandsnacks.I

drovestraighttoDubelogistics.Ihaveneverbeen

there.



Itisasbeautifulastheyshowitonthepictures.I

proceededwhenInoticedtheparkingspace

organiserwaslookingatme.

Whydidthismanretire?Iwould'velovedtopayhim

avisithere.Ihadjusttherightoutfitforthe

environment. 

Me:"Hi"Isaidtothereceptionist. 

Her:"Hi.Ohmythathair."Ismiled.

Me:"Thanks.Lulu'shairsalon.Shedoespretty

beautifulbraids"yesIdidmyhairyesterday.Iwent

andsat6hoursthantomeetupwithQ.

Her:"Iwilldefinitelytrythemout.HowmayIbeof

helpsweetheart?" 

Me:"IsMissKhethi-"

Ifeltsomeonegrabmyarmpullingmeaway.Ifreed

fromthegrip.Whatthehell? 

Me:"Whatthehelliswrongwithyou?"

Zamo:"Showingupatmyworkplace,really?I

thoughtImademyselfclearitisover.Areyoutrying

tocauseafightbetweenmygirlfriendandI?"



Whatonearthisthisboyabout?Ididn'tevenknow

heworkshere. 

Me:"You'reverypatheticZamokuhle.Learntokeep

yourclawsoffme"Isawsecurityguyscomeupto

us.TheyaskedifI'mokay.IassuredthemI'mgood

andtheypulledthelunaticZamoaway.

Iwentbacktothereceptiondesk. 

Me:"IsKhethiwein?"

Her:"Areyouokay?"

Me:"YeahI'mgood.Itwasjustamisunderstanding"

shegavemeavisitor'stagandhadalady

accompanymetoKhethiwe'soffice.

Isureknowwhentovisit.Wemetatthecorridor

leadingtoheroffice.Shehadjustcameoutthe

meeting.

Me:"Thisisaverybeautifuloffice"

Khethiwe:"Really?Iwasthinkingyoucouldjustputa

vavavoomtoit"

Me:"Youonlyneedavaseofwhiteflowersonthis

littletableandthat'sit.Ibroughtlunch"



Khethiwe:"Youarealifesaver.Inevergottimeto

eattodayIamstarving"

Itookthefoodoutaswesatdownonthecouch. 

Me:"Isthisyourspecialcouch?"Shechuckled. 

Khethiwe:"Nope.ItsEmi's.Shehasthiscouchin

everyhomeandeveryofficeofherbrothers" 

Me:"What?"

Khethiwe:"Yes.She'sthiercutelittleprincess"

Me:"Mustbenice"weateinsilence."Ihave

somethingtotellyou"Isaid.Sheturnedtome. 

Khethiwe:"Youarescaringme" 

Me:"JessicahiredmetodoherhouseandIsaid

yes"shefrowned."Saysomething"

Khethiwe:"Isthatit?"

Me:"Yes"shelaughed. 

Khethiwe:"IdonotexpectyoutohateJessica.She's

partofourfamily.She'scaringTyler'schildandbabe

whoevermayaskyoutoworkontheirhousesplease

doit.Howanyofusfeelaboutthatcertainperson



doesn'tmatter.Thisismoneywe'retalkingabout

andIappreciateyourhonesty.Tyleralreadytold

me" 

Me:"That'sarelief.Thankyou"shesmiled. 

Khethiwe:"Let'seatandstopworryingaboutcrazy

things" 

Me:"Idon'twannaseemlikeatwofacedsnake" 

Khethiwe:"Nope.Ajobisajob"

Myphonebeeped.

"Pleasegetveggiesandrajahonyourwayback

home"YohNqabaandcooking.Whycan'tweeatout?

It'sFriday.

"Okay.Sendmethelist"

Wegossipedaboutcelebrities.Thepicturesanda

videoofmeandKhethelohadbeentakendown.

AfterlunchshehadameetingtoprepareforsoIleft.

Iunderstandnothingaboutthisworldofoffices.

Whatdothesepeopletalkaboutinthese5meetings

aday?



Ihadhardtimereadingthatspeechatmydad's

function.Inaileditthough.

Myphonerang.ItwasKhethelo.Weareslowly

gettingthere.Iputontheearpieceandanswered. 

Me:"Hey"Iheardlittlegiggles."Phila?" 

Phila:"Thebabieswanttotalktoyou" 

Me:"Okputthemonthephone"apparentlydaddyT

hasbeenteachingherhowtousegadgets.Hernails

arepaintedandthehairstylechanged.Khethelosays

Khulethrewawaytheearringsbutshewokeupwith

newonessoIhadtoaskmydadtopierceherand

fortunatelyheagreed.DaddyThasfoundabest

friendinher.

IwouldbelyingifIsayIheardanythingotherthan

foreignlanguagebutIrespondedanywayuntilthey

hungup.OfwhichIdoubttheydid.Itmust'vebeen

theairtimerunningout.

Iarrivedatthemall.Itwasn'tthispackedearlier.

Shouldn'tthesepeoplebeatwork?

IboughtallthatIneededandmore.Istoodonthe



lineabout30minutes.Neverbeensopissed.Bythe

timeIwalkedoutIwantednothingbuticecold

anything.IwenttoKFCtobuyicecreamandheaded

totheparkinglot.Ipackthegroceriesandgotin.

Therewere3missedcallsfromQuinton.Iturnedthe

engineoveranddailedhim.Iheardaknockfromthe

windowIstartled.

Hesignaledmetorollitdown.Idid.Nervouslyso.

Q:"Wannagrabicecream?"Can'theseeIhavea

coneinmyhand? 

Me:"Iameatingicecream" 

Q:"Cool.Let'sgogetmine" 

Me:"CanIdroptheseathomefirst?" 

Q:"Idon'tthinkthatwouldbesmart."

Hepausedasthoughhehadjustthoughtof

something.

Hewenttothecarnexttomine.Howmanycarsdo

thesepeoplehave?Hecamebackandgotonthe

passengerseat.Hetookmyicecream,itwas

startingtomeltoutsoweremypoorhands. 



Me:"Ithoughtyouwantedustogeticecream" 

Q:"Ithoughtweweredroppingtheseathomefirst" 

Me:"Yougoingtomyfather'shouse?" 

Q:"I'llwaitoutside"

Ireversedoutthespotanddroveoff.

Wewerequietallthewayhome.Itookthegroceries

inandweleft. 

Q:"Turnright" 

Me:"Why?" 

Q:"I'mnotgonnakillyoupleasejustturnright"

Ilookedathimandturned.

Idroveuntilwewereinfrontofsomeone'shouse. 

Q:"80509."Ilookedathimconfused."Thecode."Oh.

Ipunchedit.Thegateslidopen.Idrovein.Hegot

outandcametoopenforme.Hetookmehandand

headedinside.

Q:"Thisismyotherhouse.Welcomehomebaby"I

chuckled. 



Me:"Thankyou" 

Q:"BongaandMthoarelookingafterit" 

Me:"Itisbeautifulandveryclean.WhatmoredoI

notknowaboutyou?"

Hepouredmejuiceandledmeupthestairs.

Q:"Ihaven'tbeenherein6months.Ithaseverything

thatIhatetoremember." 

Me:"Whichis?" 

Q:"Myson.Hismotherandthetwinsmother"oh?

Hesatmedownonthebed."Youknowbaby.I've

lostprettymucheveryoneIevercaredaboutthrough

agun.Lamu'smotherwasshotatthisgate.She

tookherlastbreathinmyhands.Lamuwasshot

nexttomyparentshouseatEstcourt,hetookhis

lastbreathinmyarms.Andthenthetwinsmother

shewasshotintown.Shewasflownto4different

hospitalsbecauseIfeltlikeeachonewasn'tbest

enough.OnthedayIhadjustsignedthepapersfor

hertobetakentoMalawiforyetanotheroperation.

AsIsatwithherwaitingfortheconfirmationpapers

thepanicsoundsstartedgettingcrazy,Khethelo



walkedinshecalledforthedoctorsbutitwastoo

latethelinehadwentstraight.Shetookherlast

breathtoo,inmyarms."Ipulledhimtositdownnext

tome. 

Me:"Baby..."heheldmyhandthatwasrestingonhis

cheekswipinghistears. 

Q:"OnethingIdidnotconsideraboutlovingyouso

muchiswhatmighthappentoyou.WillIalsolose

you?IamabrokenmanandwhenImetyouforonce

IforgotaboutwhatendsuphappeningwithpeopleI

lovesodeeply.ThatthingyoudidonSaturday

messedmeup,Ithoughtmybadluckhadcaughtup

withme" 

Me:"I'msorry.Iamdeeplysorry"

Idon'tknowwhathurtmemore.Seeinghimcrythis

muchorthefactthathewentthroughallthat. 

Q:"IamabrokenmanYoliandIwassoselfishto

askyoutomarryme.Yesfornowyouandmykids

arebringingthislightinmylifebutIknow

somewheredownthelinemydarknessisgoingto

catchupwithmeandIwouldhatetoputyou



throughthat.Ifyouwereunderpressurebysaying

yesIwillunderstandifyoudidn'tmeanit" 

Me:"Imeantit.Iwanttobethereforyouwhenthat

darknesscomes.Wewillovercomeittogether.AndI

amdeeplysorryyouhadtogothroughallthat.Iam

readytobeyourwife,haveyour20kidsandbea

mothertoalltheseyoualreadyhave"helaughed

withglassyeyes.He'ssocute. 

Q:"AmI?" 

Me:"Youarewhat?" 

Q:"Cute?" 

Me:"DidIsaythatloud?"Henodded.Ilaughed.He

tooksomethingoutofhispocket. 

Q:"Hereisyourringthen.IwillnowtellCalvinitis

safetosendthatlettertoyourdad" 

Me:"Whatletter?".

Q:"Askingtomarryyou.I'm34babyIdonothave

anymoretimetowaste." 

Me:"Doesthatmeanwegonnahavesex?"He

collapsed.Ilaughed. 



Q:"Ihaveneverseensomeonesoobsessedwith

sex"

Me:"Comeon.Ifeltstupidwithyoursisterin-laws

talkingaboutit" 

Q:"Theywerediscussingthat?That'sverycreepy" 

Me:"Noitsnot.Ishouldgetmynailsdonethisring

shouldbepopping"

Welaughed. 

Q:"Wecangolatertodothem.Imissedyou"I

kissedhim. 

Me:"Imissedyoutoo"

Hepulledmetosleeponhischest. 

Q:"Tellmeaboutthestrippers"

Ilaughed.Doeshereallywannaknow?

Q:"IheardKhethelosaywecouldneverdothatfor

you.Whatexactlyweretheydoing?"

OhmyGodheheardthat!

MaybeI'mstuckonthehoneymoonphasebutI



reallywannadothisfortherestofmylife....

[2/26,08:00]Zozaness:BeautyLiesInTheEyesofA

Beholder
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.

Iwatchedhimsleep.Myfatherhastogivethema

matureresponsequick.Iwanttobewithhimallthe

timenow.Ihaveseenwhathemeantaboutthedark

place.Thisisit.Ilethimcryitalloutuntilhefell

asleep.Whywouldthatmanputsaltinhiswounds?

Iwishheshothim.Mymandeserveshisbigbreak.

Hedeservesayearthathaspermanenthappiness.

Hesquirmed.ItossedthebookIwasreadingand

shookhim. 

Me:"Hey,hey.I'mhere"heheldmetight."I'mhere."

Hewaspanting."Letmegetyousomethingto

drink" 

Q:"Nostay"hesaidgrabbingmyarmasIattempt

gettingoffthebed.



Ilaiddownnexttohimandhuggedhimin.Maybe

thisisatest.GodistryingtoseeifIwillreallystick

aroundthroughsuchharddarktimesofhislife.

Seeinghimbreakdownlikethatscaredmebutitdid

notmakemewanttorunwaybuttoholdhimand

crywithhiminstead.Ifelthispain.

Q:"Itwasjustabaddream.Don'tcry"Hewipedmy

tears.

Me:"MaybeweshouldgobacktoDurban." 

Q:"Youhaveworktodohere" 

Me:"Iwillfindanotherone"

Q:"I'mstillwaitingforyourfather,remember?"

Me:"Ifheresponds.Youwillcomeback.Badthings

don'thappeninDurban.Wewerehappy"he

chuckled. 

Q:"ItseitherIfacethisoritwillstayanunattended

crisis"

Me:"Areyougonnakillhim?"

Q:"Ifwedon'treachanagreementandheinsistson

diggingLamu.Imight"myheartskippedabeat. 



Me:"Considergoingtothechieffirst.Idon'twant

yougoingtojailagain"hefrowned. 

Q:"InevertoldyouIoncewenttojail" 

Me:"Isawyoulastyear.MaybeitwasKhule"hesat

upstraight. 

Q:"Where?" 

Me:"BraampoliceStation.Youwalkedinwith

detectiveSizwe,that'sifthatwasyou"

Helaughed. 

Q:"Itwasme.Whyyounevertoldme?" 

Me:"Idon'tknow.KhulelatershowedupwithTyler

andsomeguy.IknowitsKhulecauseyouwould've

recognizedmewhenyousawmeinDurban" 

Q:"Hhaibobaby.Tellmemore."Hepositionedhis

handsunderhischin.Ilaughed.He'ssonosey.

Me:"TheycametoaskaboutPearl.MyfriendThabi

knew...Ishouldn'tbetellingyouthis" 

Q:"Wefoundherfamily.Goon" 

Me:"Theyscaredus.Thabievensuggestedwe



movetoanewplacebecausetheDubemenarea

bunchofdanger"helaughed."Itsnotfunny.Wehad

aterribleweek.WhydoyouthinkIranwhenIsaw

youatthehotel?" 

Q:"Becauseyoualwaysrun?"Ipinchedhim. 

Me:"No!IwasrunningbecauseIrecognizedyou.I

thoughtyouweretheretokillme"helaughedso

hard.

Whew!Atleasthe'scheeringup. 

Q:"Youeventookaknife" 

Me:"Ididn'tevenrealize" 

Q:"AmIuglyorscary?" 

Me:"Youwerescary" 

Q:"AmInotnow?" 

Me:"No.You'remymannowsoyoulookfriendly" 

Q:"Iamfriendlyregardless.Khuleisthescaryone" 

Me:"Idon'tfindhimscaryanymore.Youshould've

seenhimwhenIfoundthemwithThabi.Andthat

guywithascar.MyGod!" 



Q:"That'sCharles.Ourrighthandman.He'sfriendly

too.Theyhadtobescaryforyoutogiveouttheinfo

theyneeded"

Me:"Itwasnotcool."

Weheardasoftknockatthedoor.Qwenttoopen. 

KhethelocameinwithatrayfollowedbyKhethiwe

withanotherone. 

Khethelo:"Supperforyoumyloves." 

Khethiwe:"SpoilsforyousoontobeMrsDube" 

Q:"LuckyyouYoli.Thankyouzithandwazam" 

Khethelo:"Areyousleepingover?" 

IlookedatQuinton.Henodded. 

Me:"Yeah.Iam" 

Khethelo:"Okay.Seemebeforeyousleep" 

Me:"Ok"Khethiwedidalittleclapandtheywalked

out. 

Q:"Let'seat" 

Me:"I'llhavethisfruitsalad.Iwilleatlater.Letme



goseeKhethelo" 

Q:"No.Feedmefirst"Ilaughed. 

Me:"Sincewhen?" 

Q:"Sincenow."

Itooktheplateandfedhim.Icouldn'thelpbutgiggle

everynowandthen.He'sweird. 

Q:"Youmakeeverythingbetter" 

Me:"Eatplease" 

Q:"You'rethelightmylifehasbeeninneedof.Iwas

cryingandmiserable3hoursagobuthereIam

smilingandlaughing.IloveyouYolanda" 

Me:"I'mgladbabe.Iloveyoumore,openyourmouth

nowherecomestheaeroplane"helaughedandtook

thespoonin.Almostdone. 

Q:"Youcangonow.I'llfinishthisbymyself"I

handedtheplateoverandgotup."Don'ttaketoo

long.Rememberyouleftyourbabyhere"

Me:"Okaybaby" 

Q:"Youhave2pieces.CanItakeone?WhydidI



have1?"

Ilaughed. 

Me:"Youcanhaveit."Iclosedthedoorbehindme.

IwenttoKhethelo'sbedroom.IfoundKhule. 

Khule:"Isheup?" 

Me:"Yesandinabettermood"hesmiled. 

Khule:"Ofcourse.Hewasn'tgonnabesadforever

whileyouweretherewithhim" 

Me:"I'dlovetotakethecreditbut..."

Khethelowalkedoutofthebathroom.Sheclimbed

onbedandkissedKhule'scheek. 

Khethelo:"Don'tyouwannagoandcheckuponyour

twinny?" 

Khule:"ButyousaidIcanbepartofthediscussion" 

Khethelo:"Changeofmind."Hehuffedandgotout

ofbed. 

Khule:"Don'ttaketoolong"

Hewalkedout.Khethelotookherphoneanddid



whatever. 

Khethelo:"Youmaytakeaseat.Drink?" 

Me:"Nothanks.AmIintrouble?"

Thedooropened.KatlegoandKhethiwecamein

wearingsexynighties. 

Khethiwe:"IamnowveryokaywithTylerhavingsex

withhisJessica.Myvaginaisgonnagetloose"she

toucheditatthat.Ilaughed. 

Khethelo:"OkayYoli.Weboughtyoualittle

something"

Shepulledapaperbagunderthebed.Itookit. 

Me:"Isitmybirthday?" 

Kat:"NobutitisQuinton'sonThursday" 

Me:"Areyoukiddingme?" 

Khethiwepointedatthegift.

Iopenedit.Whatisthis?Fuckno!

Ilaughed.

Me:"No!" 



Them:"Yes" 

Me:"Younastycreatures." 

Khethelo:"Todayistheperfectdayforyoutorock

thatandgivehimthebestsexofhislife" 

Kat:"Getontop.Ridehisbrainsout.Ifhedieshe

dies." 

Khethiwe:"Thereisginifyouwon'thavethestrength

tobeincharge."Theywentonandonaboutwhat

shouldIdo.

Me:"Guys..." 

Khethelo:"Don'tstopuntilhecallsMaNgcobo" 

Me:"IwouldreallylovetodoallthatbutIama

virgin" 

Them:"What?" 

Me:"Yes."

Theyallsatdownonthecouchfacingme. 

Khethiwe:"Youaretellingus.Allyouguysdois

kiss?" 



Me:"Yes" 

Kat:"Head?" 

Me:"No" 

Khethelo:"Areyouwaitingformarriage?" 

Me:"Hedoesn'twantustodoit" 

Kat:"He'sararebreedontheDubehouse.These

menneverturndownavagina" 

Khethiwe:"Wearit.Hewon'tbeabletoresistyouin

this" 

Me:"Iwillchickenout" 

Kat:"Try.Ifhegetsexcitedgowiththeflowandtell

himyouthinky'allshouldwaitformarriagewhen

he'sabouttoputitin"Ilaughed. 

Me:"That'spureevil" 

Khethelo:"I'mstillstuckatthefactthatyou'rea

virgin.ThewayyouspokeatMpumalangaIdone

concludedyouguyswereactive"

Me:"Nope" 



Me:"SoKhuleknewyouboughtmethis?" 

Khethelo:"No.Hethinkswe'repreparingyoufortheir

crazylife"

Welaughed.

IworethelingerieunderneathandIwentbacktoQ.I

knockedandwentin.

Theyweresleeping,peacefully.

Itookafleeceandcarefullywalkedout.

Khethelo:"Whyareyouback?" 

Me:"Theyaresleeping.I'mscaredtodisturbthem" 

Khethiwe:"Letthembe.Goodnight"

Theywalkedout.

KhetheloandIgotinbedandshetookmedownto

theveryfirstdaytheymet...

***4MONTHSLATER***

TheawardofdramakinggoestoSamYoli'sfather

Nzuza.

Hemademyin-lawsburnintheSeptembersunfor3



weeksinarow.Hekeptsayingitiscustom.Asmy

fatherheshouldtestmyfiance'spatience.Andthe

poorDubes,theyneverranoutofit.Theykept

comingback.

Istillwanttoknowhowmuchhechargedthem.I

triedfishingitoutofNqababuthewouldn'tbudge.

IamnowofficiallyQuintonDube'sfiance.

BeforethenegotiationsSamNzuzahadtogotothe

Vilakazisandpaylobolaformymother.Yesshe

betrayedmeandagreedtobehissecondwife.So

nowIlegallyfallundertheNzuzas.Iknowithasalot

todowithmebeingalegallyaNzuza.

AweekafterthelobolaQuintonaskedthatwegoto

Estcourt.

Ihaveneverseensuchahugehome.Itisashopping

center.IliterallydrovefrommyhousetoMaxaba's.I

amnottryingtoloseweight.Andthosepeopleare

somanyIknowabout10ifnot9.I'mstillyetto

knowmorewhenwegotovisitagain.

NoneofthesewiveswarnedmeabouteverythingI

foundinthatplace.ButIenjoyedbeingthere



anyways.

I'mafulltimemommynow,Ihavegrandsonsdue

thismonth.MylifejusttookasharpcurveandhereI

amwithabloomingcompany,ahusbandtobe,kids,

adaughterinlawandwholebunchoffamily

memberswhoshowupinmyhouseliketheyownit.

Myapartmentwasnolongermine.Tylerand

Khethiweevenhavetheirownkey.

Letmenotleaveoutthedramamyfathercaused

whenItoldhimIwillbemovinginwithQuinton.He

saidImustwaituntilumembesoatleast.MrsNzuza

andNtombenhlehadtogethimtocalmdown.He

wouldn'thearnoneofituntilafteramonthsinceI

askedhetoldmeIcanmovein.

Ionlymovedin2weeksago.Thetwinsaregoingto

creche,theywillstay2weekshereand2weeksin

Jo'burgsincetheyareapackage.Daddy'sbranch

thissideisnowrunning,he'sbacktowork.And

they'velearnedanewcultureofcelebrating

birthdays.SinceIinsistedwethrowthemasurprise

partythey'vebeeninterestedonwhoever'sbirthday

iscomingup.



Myphonerang.Disturbingmybeautysleep.I

searchedforit.Thismanandhiskids.Whyarethey

notinbed?

Ohhubbyupgradedmyphonebytheway. 

Me:"Mother" 

Mama:"Heywena.Whydidyouleavewithmybra?" 

Me:"Whatareyoutalkingabout?" 

Mama:"I'mtalkingaboutmybrathathidesonly

nipples.Iknowyouwanttosexyyourmanplease

buyyourownsexingthings" 

Me:"Sincewhendowewearthesamesize?" 

Mama:"Nevermind.Ifoundit.Ismkhwenyanathere

withyou?" 

Me:"NoI'malone"

Mama:"Ohok.Didyoupopthecherry?" 

Me:"Mah!"

Whateverisgoingoninthatman'shead.Heisnot

willingtopenetrateanytimesoon.Weonlydooral.

ItsgoodbutI'mreadyforthethingy.Ialsowantto



participateintalkswiththeladiesbutMrDubewon't

budge."IknowwhatI'mdoing"that'shisexcuse

wheneverIaskhowlongarewegoingtoabstain.

OurweddingdateissetforAprilnextyear.Iamnow

worriedthatmaybehe'sgetttingitfromsomewhere.

Mama:"Youknowypucantellmeanything" 

Me:"Youwillbethefirsttoknowwhenithas

happened" 

Mama:"HhaiYoli.Learntoheatupyourbuttcheeks.

Nomancanresistyouforthislong.Yourbuttisvery

iceymyangel.Maybeitswhatkeepinghimoffyou"

whatkindofamotheristhis? 

Me:"LalelaMrsNzuza.PleasecallyourhusbandI

amgoingtoeatbreakfastnow" 

Mama:"Sendmylovetoyourbigheadedkids"

Ilaughedandbidhergoodbye.Forsomeodd

reasons,theDubesareveryfondofNtombenhle

Eventhelittleones.Theylovethefactthatshe

doesn'tshoutatthem.Iwasveryscaredthatshewill

saysomethingoutoflineonthegatheringbutno.

Shewasonherbestbehaviour.Shewouldonly



makefunofmeandcrackjokesthereandthere. 

Me:"Morning" 

Q:"Morning.Weweremakingyoubreakfast.Was

gonnabringitinbed" 

Me:"Aharen'tyouguyssweet"Ikissedhischeek

andwenttokissthelittleones.

Theyhavegrowntomizeeveryone.Theyattendyou

forthatshortperiodoftimeandgobacktoplaying. 

Me:"Haveyoufedthem?" 

Q:"YesIdid.Ittookusanhourtofinishbecause

theywererunningallovertheplace.Howdoyou

keepthemdown?"

Me:"Motherlytouch.IsPhilastillcoming?"That

dramaqueen!EveryhouseispartlyruledbyPhila.

Herfathersgetamusedbyitall.Nextyearshe's

goingtoschool.Finallyshewilltormentteachers.

Q:"No.She'sgoingtoTyler's" 

Me:"Hasn'tJessicadeliveredyet?" 

Q:"Nope"



Thatarrogantpeacock.Iwasaninchawayfrom

drillingheremptyhead.Thewaysheorderedme

aroundyouwouldswearIwashermaid.Iwasso

happywhenIfinishedworkingonherhouse. 

Me:"Oh.Iguesswe'llseehernextweekthen"Idon't

thinkthislotoftravellingisgoodforsomeoneher

agethough.

Hepushedthetraywithmyfoodtowardsmeand

handedmeanapkin."Thankyoulove.Ican'thelpbut

feelguiltywheneveryouwakeupfirstandmake

breakfast" 

Hetookmyhandandkissedit. 

Q:"Youworkalot.Youdeservetobepamperedat

least4timesaweek.Iwasthinkingweshouldhave

ananny.Topreparethemforcrecheinthemorning

andfetchtheminthenoonyouknow" 

Me:"Idon'tthinkthat'sagoodidea.Nanniesarenot

goodpeopleanymore"andwithkidslikethesenope

anannywouldhangthem. 

Q:"Wewillgetsomeoneabitolder.Youcan'twake

upat5everyday.Iamtiredofhelpingyouchoose



outfitsforthem" 

Me:"Babe!Wedoget2weekstorest.AndIcan't

haveastrangerstayingherewithus" 

Q:"Fine.Butifyouchangeyourmindletmeknow" 

Me:"Iwon't." 

Q:"Areyoustillmeetingwiththatfriendofyours?" 

Me:"Shehasnotconfirmedyet."

Henodded.Weategossipingaboutourneighbor

thatisintoyoungermen.Thewayshedresses!

Whatajokethisworldhasbecome...

...

Thabiconfirmedourlunch.Ibuckledthekidsupand

drovetoWestville.Ipickedthisparticularrestaurant

becauseitischildrenfriendly.

Thisismenow.ConsideringsuchthingsbeforeI

takemytrioanywhere.Nottoblowmyownhornbut

Iammotheringverywell.Thisthingcomesnaturally,

youdonothavetoforceit.

Isaw2policemanwalkin.Ihidmyfacewiththe



menuascheckedifSizweisn'tthere.Yesterdayat

thebuildingwheremyofficeis,therewasburglary.

Andguesswhoshowedup?Sizwe.Heworkshere

now.Heofferedtobuymecoffeeaftertheywere

donewithquestioning.HesoundedintimidatedthatI

amdatingQuinton.Hestuckaroundtoomuchtomy

discomfort.Sborescuedmeout.He'ssucha

nuisance

IsawThabicomingin.Myphonebeeped.

"Yourfavouritepersoninthewholewideworldjust

landedinDurban.Feedthosekidsallergexatnight,

we'regoingout"

ItcouldonlybeBen.Thepregnanthippofriendis

madatmefornotcallinginthemorningasI

promised.KylieandBenarewhataddstomyfatigue.

IwavedatThabi.She'shuge.Ihaven'tseenherin

likeforever.Igotuptohugher. 

Me:"OhmyGod.Whataretheyfeedingyouin

Mauritius" 

Thabi:"Fish"welaughed."Youlookbeautiful."She

tookaseat. 



Me:"Thankyou.You'rebeautifultoo.Itsbeenlong" 

Thabi:"It'sbeenayear.Welastsaweachotheron

the5thofNovemberlastyear" 

Me:"Wow.Ayearsuredoesgobyquick.Iwas

hopingI'llseeyouongraduationbutdololo" 

Thabi:"Workmoghel,work"

Weplacedourbeveragesorders.Icheckedonthe

pumpkins.Theywerestillfastasleep. 

Thabi:"Aretheyyours?" 

Me:"Yes"shepulledthestrollercloser. 

Thabi:"Wereyoupregnantwhenyouleft?" 

Me:"Nosilly.TheyareQuinton's"hersmilefaded

away.

Thabi:"Soit'strue?" 

Me:"What?" 

Thabi:"Thatyou'redatingaDubeman." 

Me:"Whatiswrongwiththat?"

Thabi:"Everything!"Ifrowned."DidInotwarnyou



aboutthosepeople?" 

Me:"Stopshoutingyou'reattractingunnecessary

attention"

Thabi:"HowcanInot?Youwillinglygotintodanger

Yoli"

Igotupandpushedthestrollerout.Allthewaytoan

emptyspace. 

Me:"Iamnot4Thabi" 

Thabi:"Wellyouseem4tome.Thesehiskids.

You'repausingyourlifeforathugthatabuseandkill

women?Areyouinitformoney?You'reonly22Yoli.

Youshouldn'tbepushingstrollersaround.Notkids

thataren'tyoursforthatmatter" 

Me:"IfIknewyouinvitedmetolunchtojudgemeI

wouldn'thavecame.Ichosethislife,Iloveit.AndI

havemyownmoney.IamwithhimbecauseIlove

him"

Thabi:"He'sold" 

Me:"AndIlovehimlikethat.Nowifmayexcuseme"

Ipushedthebabiesaway.Ipausedadistanceaway.



"Itwasn'thimwhokilledPearl."

....

Ispokewithmydadthewholewayhome.Thabi

ruinedmyday.Shecameallthiswayjusttobean

angrybird.

Thekidswereupandsingingtheirownweirdsongs.

Whereisthisman?Heusuallycomestohelpmeout

withanythingthatIhave.

Icarriedthegroceriestowardsthedoor.Thebabies

werealreadytherewaiting.Iopenedthedoorandwe

wentin.Theyrantothelounge.Iwenttothekitchen

toputthethingsandwalkedtothelounge.Ithrew

myselfnexttohimandkissedhim.Hedidn'teven

acknowledgeme.HekeptonticklingSikelela. 

Me:"Areyouokay?"

Hetookouttoysforthekidsandpulledmeupstairs.

HegavemeabrownA4envelopeaftersittingme

downonthebed.Hethenleanedbythedresserand

crossedhisankles.

Itwaspictures.PicturesofmeandSizwe,kissingin



atub,andeverypicweevertook.Freakinwitch

Me:"Theseareoldpictures.There'snoneedtobe

mad" 

Q:"I'mnotmad.Iamwonderingwhyhewasnever

mentioned." 

Me:"ItotallyforgotbabeI'msorry"

Q:"Andevenwhenyoubumpedintohimyesterday.

Youstillforgottomentionyousawanexandwent

outfordrinks" 

Me:"What?Heorderedmecoffee.Iswear" 

Q:"Andtoldhimourhomeaddress?" 

Me:"Iamnotcrazy.WhywouldIdothat?" 

Q:"Idon'tknow!Youdatedthisfuckingclownand

younevertoldme.Youtoldmeabouteveryexbut

him"

Me:"Itslippedmymindokay.Wenevereven-"thisis

embarrassing."Sizwehasawifenow" 

Q:"Isthatwhyhe'ssendingthesepictures?" 

Me:"Okay.I'msorryInevermentionedhim.Iam



sorryIdidnottellyouIsawhimyesterday.You're

nowdoingwhatyoutoldmenottodo.You'reangry

andyouhaven'tevenheardmyexplanation"he

sighed.

Q:"Comehere"Itossedtheenvelopeintothebin.

Hehuggedme. 

Me:"Doyourememberwhatmamkhulusaid?" 

Q:"I'msorry.Igotcarriedaway.Thosepicturesgot

meworkedup" 

Me:"That'swhathewastryingtodo" 

Q:"Youhaveathingformentalcases"hesmirked.

"MyselfincludedbecauseIwanttoshootthatfoolor

anyfoolthathaseverhadachancewithyou"I

laughed. 

Me:"Butonlyyouhasmyheart.AndIagreedtobe

yourlittlewife"hekissedme.

Q:"Iknowyourmothercallsmemkhulubae"I

laughed. 

Me:"AndIloveyoujustlikethat.Evenwhenyou

startgrowinggreyhairIwillstillloveyouthesame"



Wekissed.IwonderwhathappenedtoMrfancy

pantsandhisshenanigans.I'vebeenafraidtoask.

ButwhateverhappenedtohimIwishithappensto

Sizwe.Whatishetryingtoachievewiththis?Bloody

moron...
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MyphonebuzzedasIappliedlipstick.Iputitbackto

it'sshelfandattendedmyphone.

Itwasamissedcallnotification.Khethelohadcalled.

Yesterdaytheywenttosign.Theyareofficially

divorced.Iamhurt.Quintonisamess.Iwishthey

could'vedonethingsdifferently.Thisisweighing

hardoneveryone.

Itriedcallingherbackbutitrangunanswered.Q

cameinlookinglikeamechanic.He'sbeenfixinghis

scrapcarfor4daysnow.Hegrabbedmywaistwith

hisgreasyblackhands.Heshouldjustsellthiscar. 

Me:"Thisismyfavoritedressbaby!"Hekissedme. 

Q:"We'llbuyanotherone." 



Me:"Thiswaslimitededition.Look,thisteeisgreasy

toonow.Whathappenedtotheoverall?" 

Q:"It'sdirty" 

Me:"That'sthepoint.Youaredamagingclothes.We

justboughtthem".

Q:"I'msorry.I'llweartheoveralltomorrow"hekissed

mycheekandheadedtothebathroomwhileI

headedtotheclosettogetanotherdress."What

timeareyougonnabeback?"Idonotunderstand

hisattachment.He'sactinglikealittlebabythat

doesn'twanthismommyoutofsight.

Me:"Beforeyouknowit.We'llshopforthehouse,

payandI'lldriveback"Iammeetingwiththeowner

ofthehouseIwillbeworkingonfromnextweek. 

Q:"Ok.Refuselunchifheofferyou" 

Me:"Why?"Hecameoutandhelpedmezipupmy

dress. 

Q:"We'regoingsomewhere" 

Me:"I'mtryingtobeinshape.Don'ttakemetojunk

foodplaces" 



Q:"Youcanhaveyourweddingdresstailoredfrom

scratchMrsDube.Idonotunderstandyourfuss

aboutstayinginshape" 

Me:"Ishouldn'tbebiggerthanthedressI'vealready

fitlove" 

Q:"Whocares.We'regoingouttojunkfoodplace

laternoarguments"

Me:"YesSir.I'llcallyou" 

Q:"Don'tforgettotextmeyourlocation" 

Me:"Iwon't"Iputmyphoneinsidemytinyhandbag

andheaccompaniedmeallthewaytomycar.He

kissedmegoodbye.

Hislovegrowseachday.IamcertainIamloved

here....

...

MySaturdayleftfeltmorelikeaTuesdayor

Wednesday.Themanbroughthiswifeandhis

daughters.Theshoppingtooklongerthanexpected.

LongenoughitmadeQcometowherewewere.He

didnotcometousbuthewasthere,goingintoevery



shopwewentin.Dancing,blowingkissesand

winkingatmewheneveroureyesmeet.

Igotsadwhenhedisappeared.Hecamebackeating

hotwings.

AftertheZungu'sshoppingsession.Ibidthem

goodbyeandwenttomycar.Hewasstanding

againstit.Hehadtakenanuberapparently.

Hedroveustothe"place".

Hetoldmetowaitinthecar.IcalledKhethelo.She

answered. 

Khethelo:"Hey" 

Me:"Hey.Itriedcallingyouinthemorning" 

Khethelo:"Ijustsawthenotification.I'vebeenbusy.

I'mmovingtomynewplace" 

Me:"IthoughtyouweregonnastaywithMamDino" 

Khethelo:"Itsunlawful.LuckyformeIknow

someonewho'sanestateagentthat'showIwas

abletogetthisapartment" 

Me:"Ohokbabe.Youdonemovingthingsin?" 



Khethelo:"Yeah.Itwasjustbedsandkitchen

utensils.I'monlyleftwithcleaningupandgetsome

rest" 

Me:"Ok.YoushouldsendmeyouraddressmaybeI

mightstopbytomorrowafterchurch" 

Khethelo:"Iwill.Ireallycouldusesomecompany.I

regretleavingmykidsinJo'burg" 

Me:"Aslongasyou'reinagoodstatetobearound

themyoucanfetchthem" 

Khethelo:"IwillfetchthemnextFridaywhenI've

settledin"Qopenedthedoor. 

Me:"We'lltalkonWhatsApp.Keepwell" 

Khethelo:"Thankyouhun.Bye" 

Me:"Bye"

Ihungup. 

Q:"Youcancomenow" 

Me:"Areyoutryingtokidnapme?"Hefrownedand

chuckled.

Q:"AndwhywouldIdothat?" 



Me:"Becausemyfatherjustsealedthatinternational

deal"welaughed.Hetookmyhandandweheaded

insidethisdodgyplace.Itlookedbeautifulinside.

Therewereafewpeopleeatingandmindingtheir

ownbusiness.Heledmetoatablefortwoatfarend.

Me:"Youlookexcited" 

Q:"Iam."Awaitressbroughtusdrinks.Mycranberry

juicewithslicedlemononahugejug. 

Me:"Areyouabouttoproposeagain?" 

Q:"Maybe"Ilaughed. 

Me:"Thistastesheavenly" 

Q:"Itcomeshighlyrecommended.Womenwho

tasteditboughtitlikecrazy" 

Me:"Wheredidtheytasteit?" 

Q:"Here." 

Me:"Youtoldthemtomakeit?" 

Q:"Yesandmanymoreofyourweirdmixtures" 

Me:"You'reabusingyourpowerNyamazane" 



Q:"Ihadtomakesureourrestaurantsellswhatour

customerscannotfindanywhereelse"Ichuckled

nervously.Hecalledthewaiterandtoldhimhecan

bringourfoodandthe"thing".

Ifocusedonmyjuice. 

Q:"Doyoulikeit?" 

Me:"Yeahit'sbeautiful" 

Q:"Iknewyou'dloveit."Thewaiterbroughtsbrown

envelope.Hethankedhimandhewalkedaway.He

pushedtheenvelopetowardsme."Onlythatisleftis

foryoutosignandthenthiswillbeofficiallyours" 

Me:"Quinton-" 

Q:"Shhh.Sign.We'lltalkabouteverythingelseat

home." 

Me:"Areyousure?"

Q:"I'mcertainmylove."Itookthepapersoutand

sighed.HesighedlastweekonMonday.Hehas

secrets.

Iputthepapersbackthenourfoodarrived.My

nervesalwaysgetthebestofme.Ikeptlooking



around.Thethoughtofowningsuchaplacesent

shiversdownmyspine.Thisissomethinghugeto

notdiscussitwithyourpartnerfirst.

Weateoverasillyconversation.Westayedfor

hoursandthendrovehomewithtakeaways...

...

Thefollowingday.Iwokeupandpreparedfor

church.Khuleiscomingoverapparentlysothisman

ofminecan'tcome.Hecalledatmidnightand

informedus.

NowIhavetopreparesomethingthat'llcookwhenI

getback.Idon'tknowifIwillevenbeabletogosee

Khethelo.

Hegotinandpeed. 

Q:"Youdoknowyouwon'tdieifyouskipchurch

right?" 

Me:"YesIdobuttodayisveryimportant" 

Q:"EverySundayisimportanttoyou" 

Me:"Don'tdiscourageme.Godwilltakemeaway

fromyou"hechuckledandhuggedmefrombehind. 



Q:"HeunderstandsIwanttospendmySundaywith

mywoman"

Me:"Thencomewithmetochurch" 

Q:"Khuleisonhisflightalready.Ihavetofetchhim" 

Me:"Bolt,Taxifyanduberarethereforareason" 

Q:"Haveyoueverheardaboutwhatthosepeopledo

toinnocentpeople?" 

Me:"Whatdidtheydotoyouyesterday?"

Q:"Heshowedmehispenis.Youshould'veseenme

begginghimtoputitaway"Ilaughed. 

Me:"Thatisn'tfunnybabe.Justsayyouwannafetch

yourtwin" 

Q:"YesIdo.Butfirst.Iwilldriveyoutochurch"Iput

mymakeupbacktothebagandturnedaroundto

kisshim.

Me:"Thankyoumylove.Getdressed.Iwillbe

downstairsmarinatingthemeat" 

Q:"Ok.Don'tmissmetoomuch"

Ichuckledandheadedout.Iputonmyshoesand



wentdownstairs.

Whydoestimemoveslowwhenyou'rekeenabout

something?ItsbeendaysinDecemberbutwe'renot

evenaweekclosetoChristmas.Idon'tevenwishto

witnessthelengthofJanuary,FebruaryandMarch.

Thismanisn'taboutgames.He'sreallynot

entertainingthesexthing.I'vedecidedtoletitgo

becauseIamfightingalosingbattle.Mymomhas

givenupwithhermorningphonecalls.

HecamedownwithmybagsoonasIfinished.I

rinsedmyhandsandoffwewent....

Hekeptstealingglances.SometimesIgetanidea

thathe'sscaredtosatsomethingstome. 

Q:"Youdon'tseemexcitedabouttherestaurant

thing" 

Me:"AmInot?" 

Q:"Imeanifyouwereyouwould'vementionedit.

Youhaven'tsaidanythingaboutitsincewecame

homelastnight" 

Me:"I'msorry.IguessI'mstillprocessingit.I'm



overwhelmedhonestly.I'msorry,Iloveitbabe.Just

scaredImightnotbeabletotakecareofit,you

knowhowmyjobkeepsmebusy" 

Q:"Everyworkplacehasamanagerandasupervisor.

Theyruntheplaceonyourbehalf.Youmightshow

uptwiceor3timesaweektocheckonthe

progress" 

Me:"Arewegonnahavemoneytopaythem?"

Q:"Yes.Ithasmadeenoughtopaythemfor3

monthsinthis5days." 

Me:"Wowthat'sincredible."Ipaused."Whydidn't

youtellmethough?"

Q:"Iwasn'tsureifyouwouldlikeitandnowIknow

youdon't" 

Me:"Ido.Don'tbelikethat" 

Q:"Iknowwhenyou'reexcitedaboutsomething.You

couldn'tsleepwhenIcamehomewiththe

paperworkofyouroffice"

Me:"Ilovetherestaurant.Youjustcaughtmeoff

guard.We'retalkingaboutawholerestaurantsunder



myname.Everypersonwhoneverdreamtofowning

arestaurantat22wouldactlikethis"

Hepulledup.Itwaspacked. 

Q:"Callmewhenyou'redone.Iwillfetchyou" 

Me:"Don'tbeupsetplease.I'msorry" 

Q:"Itsokay."Hekissedmeandfakedasmile.I

knowitsfakebecausehisexpressionsaretelling

anotherstory. 

Me:"Iloveyou"

Q:"Iloveyou"

Hehoppedoffandcametoopenthedoorforme.I

gotoff.Ihuggedhimandwalkedoff...

....

BeninsistedwegoandhavecoffeewhileItellhim

what'sbotheringme.IdidnotevenenjoychurchasI

hadanticipated.Ifeelbadfornotbeingexcited

enough.

Ben:"Okspititoutbeforeitchokesyou" 

Me:"Heboughtusarestaurant" 



Ben:"Who?" 

Me:"Quinton.HetookmetothisplaceinSouth

beachandhadmesigningforthatrestauranttobe

officiallyoursandnowhe'smadbecauseI'mnot

excitedenough"

Ben:"Rewindplease.You'respeakingtoofastI

missedsomeparts."Hehandedmeaglassofwater.

"Drinkupandtakeadeepbreath"Ididasper

instruction. 

Me:"NeedIstartafresh?" 

Ben:"No.Justanswermyquestions.Hesurprised

youwitharestaurant?" 

Me:"Yes.Notarestaurantthatstillneedswork.It

hasbeenrunningfor7daysnow"

Ben:"Andyou'renothappy?" 

Me:"Don'tyouthinkheshould'veatleasthinted?

HowonearthamIgonnarunthatplace?" 

Ben:"Youwilllearn.Stopbeingadramaqueenand

begratefulYolanda" 

Me:"I'mscaredBenyoudon'tunderstand" 



Ben:"Maybeyou'relookingatyourfeet.Wanderyour

eyesoffandseethatthisisthelegacyforyourkids

andyoushallgetsomeonetohelpyouunderstand

howrestaurantsareranandstopbeingachild.

You'resomeone'swifebabeandyoubetterstart

actinglikeone"Ilookedathim."Let'sgo.I'mtaking

youtoyourhusbandandyougoingtogivehima

footmassagewhileyouapologiseandcreatenew

ideasonhowtokeeppeoplelockedonyour

restaurant" 

Me:"You'remakingmea1918wife" 

Ben:"Theirmarriagesneverfailed.Let'sgo" 

Hetookmybagandpulledmeup.

...

Hedroppedmeoffatthegate.Hewasgivingme

advisesalltheway.Heirritatesmeforneversiding

withmebutIlovehimforalwaysbeingstraightup

withme.Hedoesn'tbeataroundthebush.He

warnedmetodoashesaidbeforedrivingoff.

Iscannedmyfingerandwentin.



IheardlaughterwhenIwalkedin.Iknowmy

mother'svoicewhenIhearit.

Theyarebothhere.Eatingandlaughing.

Q:"You'reback"heseemsbetterthanwhenwe

partedways. 

Me:"YesIamback.Howiseveryonedoing?" 

Dad:"Wearegood.Weareheretocelebratethe

goodnews" 

Me:"Iwasn'texpectingyoutoactuallycomehere" 

Mom:"Don'tyouwantusatyourhouse?" 

Me:"That'snotwhatI'msaying.Youlookbeautiful" 

Dad:"That'sbecauseyouarehavingalittlebrother

orsister"Theysmiledandheldhands.

Wft?
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Therearepeoplewhobuzztheintercomandthen

there'sthisidiotatthegaterightnow.



Quintonwokeup.Icouldseehimonthemirror. 

Me:"I'llgetit.Ijusthadtofinishuphere" 

Q:"NocontinueI'llgetit"

Hegotoutofbed.Hemissedastepandbalanced

bythewall.Theydrankandsmokeduntil4am.He

askedmenottowakehimupbecausehe'snot

goingtowork.Perksofbeingyourownboss.

Icamebackfromworkandfoundthemcooking.To

sayIwasimpressedtofindthemwearingaprons

wouldbealie.Igotterrified.Theweedthey'vebeen

smokingistoomuchtotrustthemwithanything,

especiallycooking.

Buttomysurprisethefoodwasprettynice.Itwas

nicehavingamealwithbothofthem.Taking

everythingcrazy.Ilaugheduntilwefinishedeating.

Theytoldmetogoupstairsandhaveawarmbath

whiletheycleanup.Whosaysnotothat?

Hecameback. 

Me:"Whoisit?" 

Q:"Thepolice"heputonhistrouser.



Me:"Whatdotheywant?" 

Q:"Idon'tknow.We'reyettofindout.Areyou

done?" 

Me:"Yeah" 

Q:"PleasegoattendthemI'llbedownshortlyIneed

tobrushmyteeth" 

Me:"Okay"

Igotupandleft.

Ifoundanoteontopofthekitchencounter.

'Yourbreakfastisattheoven.Iwentbacktobed."

Hedoesn'tsleep.

Iwenttothedoortoletthepolicein.

Amenhallelujah. 

Me:"Goodmorning" 

Sizwe:"Morning.Isyourboyfriendin?" 

Me:"Yesmyhusbandisin.Youmaycomein"

Theycamein.Iclosedthedoorandfollowedthem. 



Sizwe:"We'dliketospeaktohimplease" 

Me:"He'supstairs.He'llbewithyoushortly.Anything

todrink?" 

Sizwe:"Nowearegood" 

Me:"Mybrotherwouldyoulikesomecoffee?This

houseiscold,myhusbandbroketheaircon"Isaidto

hispartner. 

Him:"Yesplease" 

Me:"Youmaytakeaseat" 

Sizwe:"I'llstand" 

Me:"Thisisaman'shouse.Youcan'tcomehereand

denyseats.Youcould'veremainedoutsideifyou

wantedtostand"

Hispartnerpulledhimtositdown.Iwalkedtothe

kitchen.Imadecoffeeforme,partnerandQ.

Hecamedownholdingmyhandbag. 

Q:"Goodmorning" 

Sizwe:"IfIwereyouIwouldn'teventakethatseat" 



Q:"Why?NeedIpraytoyoutositonmyfurniture

now?"Ibroughtthemcoffee. 

Sizwe:"No.Iamtakingyouinforquestioning" 

Q:"Forwhat?" 

Sizwe:"DeathofGladeNgubane" 

Q:"She'sdead?"

Khulecamedownrushing. 

Khule:"IgottarushtotheBereapolicestation.Glade

wasfounddeadandKhetheloisarrested." 

Me:"What?Aretheycrazy?

Q:"Look,I'dlovetostayandchatbutthisimportant" 

Sizwe:"Denyingtocomewithuswillbeyoubreaking

thelaw" 

Q:"Okay.Idon'twannafindyoubothherewhenI

comeback"

Hejoggedupthestairs. 

Sizwe:"Andyouwannaliveyourlifewithakiller?" 

Me:"Yeah" 



Sizwe:"I'msodisappointedinyou"

Iledthewaytotheexit.Theywalkedout.Heturned

afterwalkingabit. 

Sizwe:"OnmynextvisitIwillbewiththehawks" 

Q:"YoucanevenbringthemilitaryandBhekiCele

boy.Getthefuckoffmyyardbeforemywifeand

yourpartnerbecomewitnessesofhowyoudied"

Heclosedthedoor.

Me:"Didyoujustthreatenadetectivethatwashere

totakeyouforquestioningaboutGlade'sdeath?" 

Me:"Yes.HethinksI'mhisgrandmother.Whywould

IbequestionedaboutGlade'sdeath?" 

Me:"Idon'tknowbutthreateninghimwilljustraise

unnecessarysuspicions" 

Q:"AndIdon'tcare.Let'sgo"

Hetookmyhandandwewenttothegarage.

ItextedSbothatIwillarrivelatetheymustcontinue

withthework.

...



WefoundKhulesittingoutsideonhiscar.

Weparkednexttohim.Qgotoffandwenttohim.

KarmacaughtupwiththisbitchsoonerthanIhad

expected.

ItextedKatlegotoaskifsheheard.

Shecalled. 

Me:"Mosadi" 

Kat:"Igaveuptryingtocallyoulastnight" 

Me:"Onthisnumber?" 

Kat:"Yes"

Me:"Itmust'vebeenthesignal." 

Kat:"JustlikethatthehoediedandKhethelois

takenin" 

Me:"Bullshitatit'sbest" 

Kat:"Shewasworkingwithsomeone.There'sNo

wayinhelleverythingcouldpointatKhethelo.She's

inDurbanforChrist'ssake!" 

Me:"Wherewasshekilled?" 



Kat:"Therumorssayinherapartment." 

Me:"ThenhowKhethelocould'veflewacrossthe

countrysoquick.Herboyfriendmustalsobe

arrested" 

Kat:"Tylerwilldoanythingtotakeherout.Ican't

imaginehowheavyherheartisrightnow" 

Me:"Don'tmentionit.We'reheretoseeher.Idon't

knowifthey'llletuscauseKhuleleftfirstbutwe

foundhimoutside" 

Kat:"Iftheyletyouin.Pleasesendmylove" 

Me:"Iwillhun.IwillfetchthenunusonFriday" 

Kat:"There'snoneed.We'regoingtoEstcourtnext

week"

Me:"UghIforgotaboutthat.Aretheyokay?" 

Kat:"Yepanddrivingmenutsasusual.Sasaisback

butitstillfeelslikeshe'snothere"Ilaughed. 

Me:"Gooutmore.Availyourselftothesalon24/7"

Kat:"That'swhatI'mgoingtodotoday" 

Me:"Okaybabe.Talklaterthen" 



Kat:"Bye"

Ihungup.Qcameback. 

Q:"She'scan'tseeanyoneuntilshe'sseenher

lawyer" 

Me:"That'sbad" 

Q:"Letmetakeyoutoworkandfinishup" 

Me:"I'lljustgotomyoffice.Onlyceilingislettodo.

Theywillmanagewithoutme" 

Q:"Okay"

Hestartedthecaranddroveoff...

...

Thisplacecangetsolonelyattimes.MaybeIshould

getsomeonetohelpmearound.Someonetotalkto.

Itookmylettersandputthemonmydesk.Ihardly

openthese.Icouldbeleftwith8daystovacatethis

placebutIwouldn'tknowit.

Hegotinscreaming. 

Me:"What'swrong?" 



Ben:"Guesswhojustgotaskedpartnershipby

PrettyPaints?"Hethrewaletteratmeandcat

walkedaroundsingingwhatIcouldn'tmakeout.

Ireadtheletter. 

Me:"Whydidyouopenmyletter?" 

Ben:"BecauseIcouldn'twaittogetheretoreadthe

goodnews."

Istillcouldn'tbelieveit.Ihavebeenusingtheirpaint

onmyprojectsandwhenpostingtheresultsIwould

mentionthem.Ididn'tknowtheywerewatchingall

thiswhile.

Itookmyphoneandcalledhusband. 

Me:"Benpleasekeepitdown" 

Ben:"Noway!GoMollyitsyouryear.Heyy'allmy

bestbitchisinpartnershipwithyourfavouritehigh

sellingpaint!!!!"Hewasshoutingatthewindow.

Q:"Mshazi" 

Me:"Baby.Howareyou?" 

Q:"I'mgood.Missme?Areyouattheparty?" 



Me:"Nothat'sBen.Prettypaintingsjustaskedme

forpartnership" 

Q:"You'rekiddingme" 

Me:"I'mnot.Ihavealetterrighthereonmyhand." 

Q:"That'sgreatmylove.Iamsoproudofyou.Wow.

ThisiswhatIneededforthisday" 

Me:"Thankyoubabe.Ishouldmeetupwiththemon

Thursday" 

Q:"Canahusbandtagalong?" 

Me:"Definitelyyoucancome.I'dlovethat" 

Ben:"NowayQuarrel.Iamtheonethatsawthe

letter,thereforeI'mtheoneshe'sgoingwith" 

Ilaughed. 

Q:"Pleaseaskhimwhypeoplehaven'treceivedtheir

bonuses" 

Me:"Iwill."

Atallguyknocked.Hehadflowersandagiftboxin

hishands.Benrushedtothedoortoopenupforhim.



Him:"Greetings.MissNzuza?"

Me:"Yespleasetakeaseat.Uhmbabethere's

someonehere.CanIcallyoulater?" 

Q:"Yesmylove.Callonmyofficesphone" 

Me:"Youwenttoworkonsweatpants?" 

Q:"Ididn'thaveachoice.Iloveyou" 

Me:"Iloveyoumore"

Ihungup. 

Me:"I'msorryaboutthat" 

Him:"Noproblemma'am.I'mheretodeliverthese.

Pleasesignhere"

HegavemetheclipboardandIsignedtryingbyall

meanstonotlosefocusandlaughatthethingsBen

wasdoingbehindthepoorguy.

Hetookhisclipboardandbidusgoodbye. 

Me:"You'regonnabethedeathofme" 

Ben:"He'sarealgem" 

Me:"Youhaveaman" 



Ben:"Thatdoesn'tmeanIcan'tdowindowshopping

sweetie" 

Me:"Itsfromprettypaintings.Thisisavoucherfor

paintsandamakeupkit,earings,ringsanda

necklace" 

Ben:"Ohmytheyaresobeautiful.Whoeverputthis

packagetogetherhasacrushonyou" 

Me:"Comeon"

Ben:"Let'sgohavelunch.We'llorderthebest

champagneinthehouse" 

Me:"Iwasplanningonreadingtheseletters" 

Ben:"YouneedaPAsis.Let'sgo" 

Me:"Qsaidwhyarepeople'sbonusesnotpaid" 

Ben:"Ijustthoughtweshouldalsobedelayedlike

othercompaniesforonce.Butdon'tworry,their

phoneswillbebuzzingtodayat8pm" 

Me:"You'recruel.ItsDecember,peoplehaveplans" 

Ben:"Theyareclosingtomorrow.Ididn'twantthem

toblowtheirmoneybeforethe15th"



Me:"Itstheirmoney" 

Ben:"TruebutIwouldn'tfeelgoodwhentheyare

drowningindebtsnextyear.Yourcarormine?" 

Me:"Qbroughtmehere" 

Ben:"YougoMrsDube.Y'allaresoinlove" 

Me:"Wearetrying"

Myphonerang.Itsavideocall.Doesshereallythink

Iwanttoseeherdeceitfulface?

Ben:"Answerit" 

Me:"Idon'twannaseeher"

Ben:"Sheisyourmother.Fastenyourseatbeltand

Answer"

Ididandanswered. 

Mama:"Heygrumpyface" 

Me:"Hi"

Mama:'Areyoustillmad?"

Me:"No" 

Mama:"Smilethen" 



Me:"No." 

Mama:"We'reinvitingyoufordinnertomorrow" 

Me:"There'sKhuleathomeremember?"

Mama:"Iaminvitingtheallofyou.Philaiscoming

withNosipho(MrsNzuza)tomorrowmorning" 

Me:"What'stheoccasion?"

Mama:"Comeandfindoutyourself." 

Me:"Okay"

Mama:'Whenareyougoingtostopbeingmadat

me?"

Me:"I'mnotmadmah" 

Mama:"Thenwhyhaven'tyoucalledmesince

Sunday?"

Me:"Youdon'teither.Yourpriorityisyourmanand

yourbaby" 

Mama:"That'snottrue"

Me:"Youguyscompletelyforgotaboutmeandnow

thatIletyoubeithurtyou"



Mama:"Wearegivingyouspacetobeawifeyour

husbandandnotalwaysfinduswhereveryouturn

to"

Me:"Ineveraskedforthat.Iwantyouguysto

continuebeinginmyface" 

Mama:"We'resorrywedidn'tknow" 

Me:"Yesyoushouldbe.Andthewayyoudropped

thatbabybombonme,itwasnoton" 

Mama:"Yourfathergotcarriedaway.I'msorry

punkie" 

Zozo:"Himommy"Icouldn'thelpitIsmiled.Ihaven't

spokentohersincelastWednesday.Guilt!

Me:"Heyprincess.Howareyoumylove?" 

Zozo:"I'mgood.Whenareyoucomingtogetme?" 

Me:"Thisweekendbaby.Imissyou" 

Zozo:"Imissyoutoo.Youowemeremember?" 

Me:"HowcouldIforget?"Ioweheragamesdayfor

passinghergrade4. 

Zozo:"Good.Doyouhaveenoughairtime?Iwantto



showyoumynewschooluniform.Iamsoexcitedto

gotoschoolwithwhitepeople" 

Me:"Gogetitbeforemyairtimerunsout"

Shedisappeared. 

Mama:"ItslippedmymindI'msorry"

Me:"Whichonedidyouchoose?" 

Mama:"Theonearoundhere;Iforgotit'sname.

Harry'sisfull" 

Me:"Ok.Soyou'repermanentlygoingtostayhere?" 

Mama:"Yeah.Iwillgohomeduringschoolholidays" 

Me:"Okay"

Zozogotback.She'shappyandthat'sallthat

matterstome.She'salittleversionofAyanda.She

literallyleftherselfbehind.

Wesaidourgoodbyes. 

Ben:"See?Nothingkilledyou" 

Me:"Whatever" 

Ben:"Iheardthere'saplaceinthisdodgycorner" 



Me:"Andthatismyrestaurant"hegasped. 

Ben:"Bitchshutup!" 

Me:"Yep" 

Ben:"IwouldalsosulkifIboughtsomeonesucha

placeandtheydon'tshowexcitement.Thatplaceis

beautifulYoli" 

Me:"ItisandIloveit"

Hepulledupbeforeit."Andpeopleseemtoloveit

too" 

Ben:"Khayabroughtmethegranadillajuicewith

slicedlemonandacheeseburger.Isaidfuckdiet" 

Me:"Andyouwantmetofuckminetoo?" 

Ben:"Youhavegyminyourhouse.Consumeallthe

junkyouwantandjogitalloutlater" 

Me:"Idon'thavethattime"

HiswalkbeatsBeyonce's.He's100%thatboy!

Myphonebeeped.Mydresseshavebeendelivered.

Itsabouttime!



Wechoseatableandthewaitercameintoour

rescue.Weordered.Notforgettingthebest

Champagneinthehouse.

Ben:"Youshouldredoit" 

Me:"Onlythecounter.Ilovethefurniture" 

Ben:"That'sthelazydemoninyoutalking.Thisplace

iselegantanditshalllookso"

Me:"You'reallowedtoredoitifyouwant" 

Ben:"Youhave4minutestosayyou'rekidding" 

Me:"I'mnot.Iwillworkonthecounterandthewhole

placeisyourstotransform" 

Ben:"Youwon'tregretitIpromise"

Ourfoodarrived. 

Me:"Thatwasfast...Thabdo"Ireadhernametag.

Thando:"That'sourproffessionmadam."

Me:"Yoliplease.Thankyouthislookslovely" 

Thando:"Ittasteslovelytoo.Enjoyyourmeal" 

Ben:"Thankyouhun"shesmiledandwalkedaway.



"Sohumbleandbeautiful" 

Me:"I'mscaredtofallinlovewiththisplace" 

Ben:"Why?Thisshouldbeyoursecondbaby" 

Me:"WhatifIabandonthefirstone?" 

Ben:"Youwon't" 

Me:"I'lltestwaters"

Heraisedhisglassandwedranktothat.

ItookapictureofourmealsandsentittoQand

posteditonInstaandFacebook.Thisplaceneeds

highrecognition.

WecalledKylie.Wespokeforminutes.Beinganew

mommylovesher.

Wechilledattherestaurantuntilthesunset.

KhayacametogetBen.Itookhiscaranddroveto

theofficetocheckifIlocked.

Itidiedupandsweptthefloor.Ireceivedpictures

fromSboasIdrovehome.Ishouldgoseefor

myselftomorrowmorning.



Myphonerang. 

Me:"Nyamazane" 

Q:"Whereareyou?"Hedoesn'tsoundpleased.

Me:"Onmywayhome,why?"

Hehungup.Icalledhimagain.Hedidn'tpickup.

...

Iarrivedhome.ItookoffmyheelssoonasIstepped

in. 

Me:"BabDube" 

Khule:"Manzuza.Howwaswork?" 

Me:"Workwasgood.Howdiditgoatthepolice

station?" 

Khule:"Tylersawher.Shemightbereleased

tomorrow" 

Me:"That'sgood.Ibroughtthesefromthe

restaurant" 

Khule:"Thankyou.Letmewarmitup"

Idon'tlikeseeinghimlikethis.Hewashappywith



hisweedlastnightandtodayhe'sbacktobeingsad.

Iwentupstairs.IfoundQstandingbythewindow. 

Me:"Hey" 

Q:"Havingmoneydrivesyoubananashuh?" 

Ifrowned. 

Me:"Whatareyoutalkingabout?"Hewalkedtothe

bedandfacedtheboxontopdown.Penisescame

outbumping. 

Q:"Youorderdicksnow?" 

Me:"Uhm..." 

Q:"YouthoughtIwouldn'tseethem?Areyoufucking

kiddingme"hepickedoneupitmistakenlygot

turnedonanditstarteddancing.Hethrewitbackto

thebed."WhyareyouorderingdicksYoli!" 

Me:"Becauseyoudon'twantwithyours!" 

Q:"Turnthisshitoffrightnowandputitbacktothis

boxandthrowitoutofmyhouse!" 

Me:"No" 



Q:"I'mnotplayingYolanda" 

Me:"NeitheramI"Icollectedthembacktothebox.I

keptthedancingoneinmyhand"Iwillusethem"I

putitagainstmycheek

Q:"Don'ttestmypatienceYoli"hesnatcheditand

threwitacrosstheroom. 

Me:"YoucanthrowitawaybutIamnotgoingtoa

newyearavirgin" 

Q:"Youwantdick?" 

Me:"Yes!" 

Q:"Hereitis."Hesaidpointingathisshaft.Ifeltall

mysensitiveplacesdothedance."Throwthisshit

awayandcomegetdick"

Itooktheboxandrushedoutwithit.Thankyou

deliverypeoplefordeliveringawrongorder.Idon't

evenknowwhosepenisesarethesebutfinallyI'm

gonnahavesome....
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Imightneedtheseforfutureuse.Itookthemoutof

thebinoutsideandwenttothegaragetostashthem

wherethey'renotlikelytobefound.

Iwentbackinside.Hewasinthekitcheneating

yesterday'sleftovers.ItsasiftheycansenseIam

tootiredtocooktoday. 

Me:"ShouldIgoupstairsandwait?"Hebroughthis

intenseeyesup. 

Q:"Forwhat?" 

Me:"Dick"Isaidinalowervoice.Idon'twantKhule

hearingmebeggingmysoontobehusbandfora

penis. 

Q:"No.GowatchTVorsomething" 

Me:"Youpromised" 

Q:"AndnowI'mbreakingmypromise"hepickedhis

plateup,walkedovertomeandkissedmylips."I

loveyouokay"



Ilefthimstandingthereandranupstairs.Whatmore

canIdoforthismantounderstandIamready!

Thisistorture.Thisiswhypeoplecheat.Igetitnow.

Whostandsforbeingdeprivedsex?Hadtablesbeen

turnedhewould'velonggonetofindagirltoservice

him.

And...Iamnotconvincedhehasn'tsleptwithanyone

sinceMay.Thatisimpossible.

Hegotinandleanedagainstdoorandwatchedme

cry.YesIwascrying,tellmewhowouldn't?Iturned

tofacehisdirection.

Me:"AreyoustillsleepingwithLulama?"

Q:"No"hesaidwithouthesitation."Iwouldnever

cheatonyou"yeahright. 

Me:"Thenwhywon'tyouletusdowhatengaged

peopledo?" 

Q:"Whatdoengagedpeopledo?" 

Me:"Theyhavesex!" 

Q:"Idon'tunderstandyourobsessionwithsex

honestly." 



Me:"It'snotforyoutounderstand.I'm22Quinton.I

amengaged.Iamallowedtohavesex.Whatis

wrongwithyou?" 

Q:"WhataboutwhatIwant?" 

Me:"Whatdoyouwant?" 

Q:"Tohavesexonourhoneymoon.Iwantyourfirst

timetobespecial,Iwantourfirstnightasamarried

coupletobespecial"Jesus!Whatkindoffantasy

worlddoeshelivein? 

Me:"Iwouldalsolovethatbutbabe..."Igotupand

walkedtohim.Ilookedhimdeepintheeye."Iwant

you.EachnightistortureMbuyazi.Iamready.Even

ifwedoittodayitwillstillbeasspecialtome

becauseitwillbewithmanthatIlove.Iknowthere's

moretothisbutwhateveritisthatyou'rescaredof

we'lltalkaboutitinthemorn-"hekissedme.

Hungrilyso.Myhandhadbeeninsidehisboxers

playingwithhimallthiswhile.Anditworked.

Heunbuttonedmyblousewithonehandwhilehe

heldmefirmlyonthewaistwiththeotherone.

Hefinishedandtookitofflettingitdroponthefloor.



HeswitchedpositionsIfoundmyselfagainstthe

wall.Heslidhishandintomyunderwearandmade

contactwithmymoistcoconut.Mybodyhasgotten

usedtogettingmoistforhimsotodaywasn'tgonna

beanydifferent.Heundidmybrawithonehand,

wheredidhelearndoingthesethings?

Ohnevermind.Hewenttomyneckandsmoothly

kissedmewhilehisfingerdidwondersdownthere.I

wasmoaningaslowasIcould.Khule'sroomisnext

doorandIdon'ttrustthesewalls.Andwe'renextto

thedoor.Hecouldbepassingandhearallthethings

he'snotsupposedtohear.

Hetookturnskissingmybreasts.Hisfingerwasstill

there.Ifeltmykneesgettingweak.Iheldontohim.I

releasedmyself.YeahI'mweaklikethat.He

scoopedmeup.Ialmostdiedofheartattack.He

chuckled. 

Q:"Idonotnegotiateatsuchtimesmyqueen'

Me:"Justdon'tdropme" 

Q:"Howareyougettingmarriedtosomeoneyou

don'ttrust?"



Hestartedwalkingtothebed. 

Me:"ItrustyoubutnotwhenI'mfloating"hegently

laidmeonmyback.Hekissedmefrominbetween

mybreaststomycoconut.

Heundressed.OkaynowI'mscared.Mylegsstarted

shaking.Istraightenedthem.

Hesmirked.Idon'tlikethat. 

Me:"Okaydon'thurtmetoproveapoint" 

Q:"HiI'mQuintonandI'm34"Ilaughed.He'sstupid.

Me:"Yeahyeahyeah"

Heclimbedontopandkissedme.Hislittlefellawas

ashardasarock.Thismightbeabadidea.

Hepartedmylegsenoughtoaccommodatehim.My

legsstartedshakingagain.

Heinsertedhimselfbitbybit,gentlyatthat.This

isn'taspainfulasIhadanticipated.Hekeptpushing

inandoutgently.

Where'sthenicefeeling?Therewasan

uncomfortablefeelingbutnothingIcouldn'thandle.



Q:"Areyougood?" 

Me:"Yeahits-"HepushedinalittletoohardIcould

feelitgettingallin.Iflinched,pinchedhimeven.

Heavenlyfatheritispainful.

Q:"I'msorry"hekissedme."I'msorrybabe"hewas

stillgoingon.Whatishesorryforthen?"Yoli"I

shookmyhead.Hewasstillcontinuing.Where's

mercyinthisman?

Iwascrying.Don'tjudgemeIwasfeelingpainand

bitof...thenicefeeling.Mybitchassmindfocused

onthenicefeelinganddesertedthepainitcame

with.Ihadn'tstoppedcryingthough.

Hestopped. 

Me:"Whyareyoustopping?" 

Q:"You'recrying" 

Me:"I'llbefine.Continueplease" 

Q:"Areyousure?" 

Me:"100%"

Hestartedagain.Hisheavybreathingdownmyneck



sentmestraighttoamentalinstitution.

Heforgotthatwejuststartedworkingonthismine.

Hewasdiggingmelikecrazy.THENICEFEELING!!!

Mymoanswerefuelinghim.Hestartedmaking

thosefunnynoisesheusuallymakeswhenI'm

blowinghimout.

Heliftedmylegsupintheairandworkedmeup.I

couldgetusetothis.Thepleasurefeeling

outweighedtheburningdownthere.

Myhandswerealloverhim.Ijustdidn'tknowwhat

dowithmyself.Hepinnedthembothdownand

poundedmedeepandveryfast.

Khulecanhearwhathemighthear.Thisistoomuch

fornotmoaningmyfuckinglungsout.

Heletgoofmyhandsandputhisundermybody

andsqueezedmefollowedbyalittlegroan.Hethen

lethisbodylooseandcaughthisbreath.Hewasall

sweaty.He'ssoheavy.

Iwrappedmyarmsaroundhim.Onlyourheavy

breathingmadenoise.



Q:"Iloveyou"hesaidaftersometime.

Me:"Iloveyoumore"hekissedme. 

Q:"Thankyouforblackmailingme"welaughed. 

Me:"You'rewelcomebabe"

Hekissedmeagainandgotoff.Hewenttothe

bathroomandcamebackshortly. 

Q:"We'regonnatakeabathandgetyoupillsthen

makeyoufood" 

Me:"Isthattheaftermathtreatment?" 

Q:"Aren'tyoufeelingpains?" 

Me:"Iambuttheyaren'tsevere"

Hepulledmeup.Ohtheyareabittoomuch. 

Q:"AndIneedtochangethesheets"therewasatiny

bloodstain.Khethiwesaidtherewouldn'tbeany. 

Me:"I'llchangethem" 

Q:"Thetubmustbefullnow.GosoakyourselfI'll

joinyoujustnow"thiscomesonceinalifetime.I

mightaswellobeybeingtreatedlikeanegg.



Heputinbathsalts.He'sobsessedwithmybath

salts.Whentheyarerunningouthe'salwaystheone

tobuynewones.

Irelaxedonthetubafterflinchingtothestinging

feelingonthevajayjay.

Hecameinandclosedthedoor.Hegotinbehind

meandkissedmybackthenmademelieonhis

chestandcaressedmyarmwiththeotherhandon

myleftboobie.

Q:"Haveyoualwaysknownyou'llenduphere?" 

Me:"No.Why?" 

Q:"Whydidyoumakethisbathroomeverythingyou

likeandmadethistubsohuge?"Ichuckled. 

Me:"YoutoldKylieIshoulddothishouseasifitwas

myownandhereyouhaveit"helaughed. 

Q:"Idid?"

Me:"Yesyoudid.Didyoulikemethen?" 

Q:"Imust've.Ijustdidn'tlikeyoubeforeIsawyou" 

Me:"Howdoyounotlikesomeoneyou'venever



seen?" 

Q:"Kyliewasmakingyousuchabigdeal.Yolithis

Yolithat.OhmyGodherprojectsareinsanely

beautiful.Yolipostedapictureblahblahblah.I

thoughty'allwerelesbians"Ilaughed.

Me:"I'msogonnatellher"

Q:"Ioncefoundyoubothcuddlingyoucan'tblame

me" 

Me:"Itwasinnocent" 

Q:"Wellitwasn'twritteninnocent"hepaused."I'mso

gladyouchoseme" 

Me:"You'reworthchoosingmylove."

Hechuckledandsenthishandstraighttomy

burningvagina....

...

InthemorningIwokeupandgotthesame

treatment.IwishIdidn'thavetogotoworkIwasso

sleepy.Hekeptwakingmeup.Sayinghe'sgetting

meusedtoitcauseshouldwewaitfortonightit'llbe

painfulagain.



Iactedconvinced.

Idrovetothehousewewereworkingontocheckif

everythingwasonpoint.

Myguysneverdisappoint.ItoldtheNgemasthey

cancomeandreviewtheplace,saytheircomplaints

andwefixwhateverisdonewrong.Theysaidthey

willcomeinthenoon.

Ilefttheirhouseandheadedtomyoffice.

IfoundNkosicleaningup. 

Me:"Youlovecleaning" 

Nkosi:"Idiscoveredthistilecleanerthingie.I

thoughtIshouldcometryitouthere" 

Me:"Isthatit'ssmell?"

Nkosi:"Yes.Niceright?" 

Me:"Yeah.Wheredidyougetit?Weneedmore" 

Nkosi:"We'vebeenworkingofit"

Me:"Who'swe?" 

Nkosi:"TheguysandI"



Me:"Youguys!Thisisprettyimpressive." 

Nkosi:"Wenowneedawaytogetitoutthere" 

Me:"Leavethattome.I'msohappyrightnow."He

smiledshyly.

Itookitandsprayedtheunusedtilesandwiped.It

becamesqueakyclean. 

Me:"Thisisamazing." 

Nkosi:"Thankyou.Doyouneedcoffee?" 

Me:"Yesthankyou.Anddoughnuts" 

Nkosi:"Youanddoughnuts"welaughed.Hewalked

out.

Isatdownandtookthetilecleaner.Whowould've

thoughtyoungboysfromasmalltowncoulddo

somethinglikethis?Iamproud.Ishouldspeakto

hubby.Thecountryneedsthis.

"Smilingalone?"Isentmyeyesup.Hewasleaning

onthedoorframe. 

Me:"Doyoumindnotdoingthat?"

Sizwe:"Why?Itsnotlikeyourboyfriendcan'tafford



tofixitifIbrokeit" 

Me:"HowcanIhelpyoudetective?"Hechuckledand

satdown. 

Sizwe:"I'mdetectivenow?" 

Me:"Idon'thavealldayokay.Whatareyoudoing

here?"

Sizwe:"Can'tIvisitafriend?" 

Me:"I'mnotyourfriend" 

Sizwe:"I'mnotheretoaskforlovebackIhaveawife.

Getoffyourhighhorse" 

Me:"Weneverdated.Getout" 

Sizwe:"Whyareyousogrumpy?Ijustcametosay

Hi" 

Me:"Letthisbethelasttimeokay?Nexttimewhen

thatthinginsideofyoutellsyoutocomehereand

sayHi.Ignoreit"

Ipickedmyphoneup. 

Sizwe:"Ifyouneedmeyouknowwheretogetme"

hegotupandheadedout.Bathong!



Ilookedatthepicturesofthe3housesIhavetodo

nextyear.Ishouldbeginassoonaspossibleafter

comingbackfromEstcourt.Iwanttobedoneby

MarchsoIcanfullyfocusonplanningmywedding.

Myphonevibrated. 

"Areyoustillgood?"SinceIlefthomehe'sbeen

askingmethis.

"I'mgood.Stopfussing"Ireplied.

"Okaybabe.Imissyou.Imightshowuptherebefore

thedayends"-Him

"Iwouldlovetoseeyourcuteface.Its11:30aren't

yousupposedtobeinameeting?"-Me

"Iam.Thathasneverstoppedmefromtextingyou"-

Him.

"Havesomemannersplease.Payattention"-Me

"Iam.Oneofthedudesheretheycuthishair

wrongly.Ican'tstoplaughing"Ifoundmyself

crackingup.He'sthesilliestoldpersonI'veever

seen.

"He'sgonnabeatyouup.Focus!"Ireplyandputmy



phoneawayandbracemyselfforcoffeeand

doughnuts. 

Nkosi:"Thelineisaslongas1994votingqueue" 

Me:"That'sexaggerating.Thankyou" 

Nkosi:"Youdon'tmindifIleaveyoualonefor4

hoursright?" 

Me:"Nonotatall.Youcango" 

Nkosi:"Okay.Bye" 

Me:"Bye"

Iregreteatingalittlebitofbreakfast.ThewayKhule

keptlookingatusitslikeheheardwhathappened

lastnight.SoIjustdecidedtoleave.

Aknocksetmefreefrommypileofthoughtsabout

lastnight.

WhatonearthhaveIdonetoGod?

Isignalledhimtogetin. 

Zamo:"I'mlookingforMrsDube"nohellononothing.

Me:"Hello.Getin" 



Zamo:"Isshein?"

Me:"Yeah.HowmayIbeofhelp?"

Zamo:"Mybosssentmetobringthesetohiswife.I

willwaitforherrighthere"

Hetookaseat.Istaredathimforawhileandthen

decidedtolethimbe.Hewaslookingaround. 

Zamo:"Soyoudowngraded.Fromyourownbossto

asecretary?Whyareyouevensittingonyourboss's

chair?"

Me:"Whyareyousobitter?" 

Zamo:"I'mnotbitterI'maskingyouaquestion" 

Me:"Soyouthinkwhenyouleftyouleftwithmy

luck?" 

Zamo:"You'reanerrandsgirlsoyeahIleftwiththe

mostofit"Ichuckledandsippedonmycoffee.We

stayedincompletesilenceforagood30minutes.

Myphonerang.Justintime. 

Me:"Nyamazane" 

Q:"Mshazi.Havetheboyarrived?" 



Me:"He'shereforme?" 

Q:"Yes.He'soneofthetransferredinternsfrom

Jo'burgmaybehegotlost" 

Me:"Nohe'sheresittingonthecouchwaitingon

MrsDube.Idon'tstrikehimasone" 

Q:"Pleaseputhimonthephone"

IhandedthephoneouttoZamo. 

Me:"It'syourboss"hehesitantlycametogetit. 

Zamo:"Hi...ohI'msorrySiryesI'mhere"heturnedto

lookatmewithadisappointeduglyface"YesSir

understood...apologiessir"hegavemethephone.

Hehadhungup.Hegavemetheflowersfirstand

thengavemethepaperbagandwalkedoutwithout

aword.

Ireadmycardfirst.

'Reminder:You'renolongeravirgin.

Congratulations!"

Ilaughed.HesmokedweedIswear.

Itookoutthelittleboxfirst. 



'Thisisamorningafterpill.Itistakenafter

unprotectedsexifyoudon'twanttogetpregnant'

Thoughtful.Idrankitandopenedthesecondbox.

Therewasalsoanote.

"Thesearethesnackstofeedyourcravingsjustin

casethatpilldoesn'twork.Xoxo"

He'sreallyhigh.ItookthelunchbarandateitwhileI

swungmychairaround....
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Iarrivedhome.Hubbywashadarrivedalready.I

missthetrio.Itsbeen3weeks.Andthishouseistoo

quiet.

Iopenedthebootandtookoutplasticsofgroceries.

Iboughttwo5litresoficecreambecausetheice

creamjunkiesarebothhereandeatitlikeitstheir

firsttime.



Itisverysurprisingthatthereasontheyloveice

creamsomuchisbecausetheirmomownedatruck,

shehadherownicecreamrecipes.Eatingtoomuch

icecreamattheyoungageshould'vemadethemto

hateit.Atleastthat'showIam.Idowanttohavetoo

muchofanything.Iloseinterestveryfast.

Itsmeltverynice.Heknowshiswayaroundthe

kitchen.Ijustdonottrusthimaroundthisgasstove.

Hesmiledwhenhesawme.Hetrimmedhisbeard.I

wonderwhendoeshedohisCEOduties. 

Me:"Heyhandsome."

Q:"Heybeautiful.You'reearly" 

Me:"Whatdoyoumean?Its6pm"

Q:"Iwashopingyou'llfindthefoodready" 

Me:"Itdoesn'tmatterbabe.Thissightisvery

amusing.You'resexyinanapron"

Q:"Wannaeatmeup?" 

Ilookedaround. 

Me:"Ifyourbrotherwouldn'twalkonusIwould"



Q:"Heleft"hestirredthepapandcametome.He

broughtmecloseandkissedme."Youknowwhat

thatmeans?"

Me:"No."Hekissedmeagain.Hiskissesarea

mystery.Ihaven'tcaughthispermanentwayof

kissing.Everyoccasionhasit'skiss. 

Q:"ItmeansIhaveyouanywhereinthishouse" 

Me:"Isitso?"Henoddedandslidasidethecolarof

theblouseandkissedmyneck."Didheleave

becausehewantedtooryoutoldhimtoleave?"

Q:"Doesitmatter?"Helickedmylips. 

Me:"Yesitdoes.Youcouldseehe'snotokay.He

can'tbeouttherealone.You'repartofhim"

Q:"Heleftonhisownmama.Heisgoingtofixafew

thingsinJo'burgconcerningGlade'sdeath" 

Me:"IsKhetheloout?"

Q:"Yes.Canwecontinuenow?"Ichuckledand

wrappedmyarmsaroundhiswaistandweresumed

kissing.HetriedpickingmeupImovedhishands.

Me:"Whereareyoutakingme?"



Q:"Here"hesaidpattingthecounter.Iclimbedon

myownwhilehewatched."Iwouldneverdropyou"

Me:"Iknow.Comeherestopsulking"hecameand

stoodbetweenmylegsandwrappedhishands

aroundmywaist.

Q:"Imissedyou"

Me:"Imissedyoumore.Andthankyouforthe

package"helaughed. 

Q:"Didyoutakeit?"

Me:"YesIdid.Iwilltaketheinjectiontomorrow"

Q:"Doyouknowthatmostchildreninourfamily

wereconceivedregardless?" 

Me:"Noway" 

Q:"I'mtellingyou.Soyoumaytaketheinjectionbut

whenyou'resupposedtofallpregnantyouwill"my

heartbeatfaster. 

Me:"You'rescaringme" 

Q:"I'llpullout.Goupstairsandchange,takeabath

andcomedowntoeat" 



Me:"Ithoughtwewereaboutto-"

Q:"Thepotsaregonnaburn."Hesqueezedmy

boobieandwenttothestove.

Igotoffthecounter,tookmybagandwent

upstairs. 

Me:"Pleaseputicecreaminthefreezer"Ishouted. 

Q:"Okay"heshoutedback.

Iopenedthedoor.Iturnedthelightson.Wow.

Icouldn'thelpbutsmile.Therewererosesandlit

candlesallover.Therewasagiftbagontopofthe

bed.Andalovemakingsofaandacrossnexttoit. 

Q:"Doyouloveit?"Istartledandturnedtohim."I

almostdidthingstoyouonthekitchen.Ihad

forgottenaboutthis"

Me:"Whendidyoudoallthis?Iloveit" 

Q:"Iknockedoffat4anditsnothardforyour

husbandtogetanything"hewasdoneunbuttoning

myblouse. 

Me:"Youwantustotrythemout?"



Q:"That'sifyoudon'tmindmyqueen"Iclosedmy

eyesandmoaned,hishandwasinsidemycoochie

already.Hekissedmeandgentlypushedmetothe

wallwherethenewfurnitureis.

Hepositionedmerightagainstthecross.Ifeltchills

downmyspine.ThisescalatedsofastbutI'mloving

everybitofit.ThisisthekindofsexI'vealways

fantasizedaboutandhusbandanddeliveringjust

that.

Hefastenedthecuffsaroundeachhand.Hetookmy

skirtoffandthepantyfollowedandthenheparted

mylegs.Hedidthesameonmyfeet.

Heunhookedmybra.Itdidn'thavestrapssoitjust

felloff.Hecuppedmyboobsandkissedthem.His

obsessionoverthemiscrazy.Heleftmethere

exposedandwenttothebed.Hetookoutatiny

pieceofcloth.

Itwasablindfold.Heblindfoldedme.Ifelt

somethingticklemefrommycoochieallthewayto

mybreasts. 

Me:"Whatisthat?" 



Q:"Shhh"Ifelthimkissmyvagina."Youcanchoose

asafewordma'am"Histonguewasgoingupand

downmyfreshlyshavedsensitivepussylips. 

Me:"I'mblank"Isaidwithmyalmostnotthere

voice. 

Q:"Stopisn'tit"hestuckhistongueinatthat.I

moaned.

Icrouchedmytoesforbalance.Hisfingerfollowed.

Hisrighthandwentuptograbmeonmylove

handles.Hesuckedonmyclitorislikehislife

dependedonit.Histonguewasgoingbackandforth

alsoincircularemotion.Ifeelmylegsshake. 

Me:"Babystop...ahh"He'snothavingit.He

continued.Hisfingerwasstillinsidegentlymovingit

inandout.Iwasnowmoaninghelplessly. 

Me:"Quinton....I'm losingmybreathbabyst...op"

Hishandwentbelowtosqueezeonmyass.The

safeword!

Me:"Carrot!Carrotismysafeword"Ireleasedmy

juices.Hestopped.Hecamebackup."Untieme



please"Iwantedtocry.Tearswereformingactually.

Hewenttogetatowelandcamebacktocleanme

upandthenunbuckledthecuffs.Hetookmetothe

bed.Heputafleeceoverme. 

Q:"I'llgodishup"Inodded.Mylegswerestill

shaking.

Hegotupandleft.Ismiledalone.Toomuch

pleasurecankillmeIswear.Igotupandwenttothe

bathroomtoshowerbecauseonceIeatIwillfall

asleepinstantly....

•••

[Khethelo]

Iwaswokenupbytheintercombuzzing.Itwasstill

dark.Thelightsofthecityshinedthroughmy

window.Itookmyphoneonthesidetable.2amin

themorning.Thatmustbedrunkardspressingthe

wrongroomnumber.

Itdidn'tstop.Igotupandturnedthelightsonand

usedmyphone'sflashtolightmywaytothebulb

switchinthelounge.Iswitcheditonandtookthe



phone. 

Me:"Wewouldliketosleepplease"Iheardheavy

breathing."Whoisthis?"Thepersontookadeep

breath.Itshim.Whatishedoingheresolate?

Iputthephonebackandlethimin.Iunlockedand

wenttomyroomtoputonarobe.Iwassleeping

onlyinmyunderwear.TheDurbanweatherdoesn't

dowellwithpjs,unlessyou'retryingtofaintinyour

sleep.

AllIcouldsmellwasalcoholwhenIcamebackto

thelounge.Hewasstandingagainstthewallfor

supportIthink.Thereisnowaysomeonecanwreak

ofalcoholandbenottoodrunk.

Istoodthereandwatchedhim.Hewasstaringright

backatme. 

Khule:"Didyoudoit?"Ifrownedconfused.Ohno.He

didnotjustaskmethat. 

Me:"Youcometomyplaceat2amtoaskmethat?

Really?"

Hefinallyuntangledhimselffromthewalland



walkedtome.HehashisbalanceinplacebutI

couldtellhe'sdrunk. 

Khule:"IfyoudidittellmesoIcantakeadifferent

routetofixthis"hisvoicewaslow.Toomuchtomy

discomfort.Imovedtothekitchenarea. 

Me:"Ithoughtyouknewme." 

Khule:"Ido"hewasstillinthesameposition,staring

atwhereIwasstanding."Ijustdon'tknowhowyou

whenyou'rebetrayed" 

Me:"I'mnotakillerKhulekani."

Khule:"Whywereyouatthehospitalthenightshe

waskilled?"Ifeltmyheartbeatfaster. 

Me:"Iwassick.AndyesIamshatteredshegotinto

mymarriagebutnotevenoncehaveIwisheddeath

uponher"heturnedwhenheheardmesniff."I'm

notcapableoftakingalife" 

Khule:"Didyouasksomeonetodoitforyou?" 

Me:"Iwouldneverdothat.Thiswholethingwas

stagedbysomeonetryingtoruinmylife.The

evidencethatthestateholdsintheirpossession



couldputmeinjailforlife.Whoeverdidithadalot

oftimetoplanit.Iamexpectingeverybodyelseto

thinkI'mresponsibleforherdeathbutnotyou"

Khule:"Ihadtoask.There'snocrimeinthat.Iwillfix

itbeforethe24thofMarch"thatismytraildate.I

wishIhadanythingsolidtoprovemyinnocencethat

daybutmyhospitalrecordsmightsellmeout.

Hemotionedtowardsthedoor. 

Me:"Howdidyougethere?" 

Khule:"Idrove" 

Me:"Didyoueat?" 

Khule:"No.Sleepwell" 

Me:"Stop!...Imean,youcan'tdriveinthatcondition.I

alsodidn'teatbutIcooked.Ifyoudon'tmindwecan

eatandsleephere.YoucansleepinmyroomI'll

takethecouch"I'dsuggestacouchforhimbuthe's

tootallandacouchcauseshimcrampsplushe's

drunk. 

Khule:"Areyousure?" 

Me:"I'mcertain.Pleaseclosethedoorandcome



takeaseat"heclosedthedoorandcametositon

thehighchair.Idishedupthepaponamedium

servingbowlandputitinthemicrowaveandturned

thestoveontowarmupthestew.

Iopenedthefridgeandtookouticecream.Iplaced

itbeforehimandboiledwateronakettle.Wejust

satthereinsilencelookingateachother.

Ifixedhimacupofcoffeeandhandedittohim. 

Khule:"Thankyou"themicrowavefinished.Itook

thebowloutandoutafreshonetodishupthestew

on.Itookoutspoonsandhandedhimhis.He

chuckled. 

Khule:"Ithoughtthiswasminealone"

Me:"Ifyoudon'tgetfullwe'lldishupagain."

Weatetillourpacesloweddown.

Me:"I'mfullnow." 

Khule:"Iunderestimatedit.I'malsofull.Thankyou" 

Me:"Pleasure." 

Khule:"Imissedyourfood" 



Me:"Imisscookingforyou"

Awkwardsilence.Iclearedmythroatandopenedthe

icecream.

Me:"Alittledesertwon'thurt" 

Khule:"Whyareyoudoingthis?"

IlookedathimforquiteSometime. 

Me:"InlifeIbelieveeveryonehasthatoneperson

thatshallremaintheirbiggestpartoflife.Nomatter

whatthatpersoncandotheywillalwayshavea

specialplaceinyourheart.Inmylifeyou'rethat

person.You'retheclosetthingtome,evenIfeellike

killingyouIalsowantyoutolivesothatIcanhave

youtilleternity.ItissocrazybabakaNgiphile,you

hurtmesobadbutsomehow..."mytearsgotbetter

ofme."Butsomehowitfeelslikeyou'retheonly

personinthisuniversewhocantakethatpainaway.

EverydayIdialyournumbersbutdropthecallbefore

itevenrings.Iamincomplete,Iamsuffering"hehad

takenmyhandintohis. 

Khule:"Youdidn'thavetoleavehome" 



Me:"Itfeltlikethebestthingtodo.EventhoughIam

stillverymadatyouIstillloveyousomuch." 

Khule:"Stopcryingokay.I'msorry.Comehere" 

Me:"Andhatethismoment.Iwasnotplanningon

breakingdowninfrontofyoubutIjust-"hejust

huggedmein. 

Khule:"IamsorryandIshallbesorryforaslongasI

shallleaveMamnguni.I'mcrazilydysfunctional

withoutyouandthatisaffectingourchildren

becausewe'rebothphysicallyandemotionally

distantfromthem.Theyaretooyoung,theydon't

deservethat"Ihaven'tseenthemin2weeks.What

ofamotherdoesthatmakeme?"Pleasejustcome

backhome.Wewillbeprettymuchdivorcedbutjust

comehome.Iwillmakeupformysinseverydayuntil

youfinditinyourhearttoforgiveme" 

Me:"What'sthepoint?Thatwillleaveyouandthe

kidssadwhenIgotojail" 

Khule:"You'renotgoingtheretrustme"hemoved

meoffchestandmademelookathim."Iwillfind

whoisbehindGlade'sdeathbeforeyourdateto



appearincourt.Ioweyouthatmuch" 

Me:"Thankyou"

Hesmiledandkissedmyforeheadandthenletme

restmyheadonhischestagain.Imisshim.Imiss

hissmell.WhoamIkidding?IlovethismanandI

ammorehurtthatwearen'ttogetheranymoremore

thanthefactthathecheated.Ifeltsafe,Ifeltlike

everythingisgonnabeokay.Hisarmsfeltlikehome.

IbelievedhimwhenhesaidIwon'tgotojail.How

couldmyheartbetraymelikethis?....

••••

[Yoli]

Weforgotaboutmom'sdinnerinvite,wellIdid.I

wokeuptotonsofmessagesfromheranddad.

Quintondecidedwegoandapologizeinperson.He

boughtababystrollerandapackofcigar.Hesaid

itsastandardprocedureofapologizing. 

Q:"Idon'twanttothinkaboutthekindoffoodwe

kissedouton." 

Me:"Wehavefoodathome" 



Q:"Iwould'velovedtoeatsomethingpreparedby

umkhwekazi(motherinlaw)"

Me:"Wellyoushould'vewokenmeupwhenyou

camebackdownstairsandfoundmesleeping"he

saidhememberedbutjustthoughtIhaddecidedwe

aren'tgoing.

Q:"Andeatmealive?Nothanks" 

Me:"Let'sstoptalkingaboutthis" 

Q:"Bemyguest.Let'stalkaboutyoursafeword"he

laughed. 

Me:"Focusontheroadplease" 

Q:"Whatcameintoyourmindforyoutothinkof

carrot?" 

Me:"Idon'tknow.Itisthewordthatjustcame" 

Q:"Mmmh"

Wefinallyarrivedatmydad'splace.Hecarriedthe

stroller.Ionlyhadmybaginmyhand. 

Me:"Zamoismyex"

Q:"Who'sthat?" 



Me:"Theoneyousenttodelivermethosethings" 

Q:"Youdatedthatrudefool?" 

Me:"Yes"helaughed.

Q:"Yourchoiceinmenisquestionablemyloveno

offense" 

Me:"Nonetakenbecauseyou'realsomychoice"

Ipushedthedooropen.Therewasaladyina

cleaninguniformdustingoffavase.

Me:"Morningsisi" 

Her:"Morning.YoumustbeYoli" 

Me:"YesIam.Aretheparentsin?" 

Her:"Yes.Theyareinthepatio" 

Me:"Okthanks....ohthisismysoontobehusband

Quinton.Ididn'tgetyourname" 

Her:"I'mMaurine.NicetomeetyouQuinton"they

shookhandsandweproceededtothepatio.Phila

sawusfirstandrantous.Quintonpickedherup.

Shewascryingtellinghimhowmuchshemissed

him.Theloveshehasforherfathersisinsane.I



pickedthestrollerupandheadedtotheoldladies. 

Me:"Greetingsmommies" 

MrsNzuza:"Lookatyou!"Sheopenedherarms,I

crouchedforahug. 

Me:"Where'syourhusband?" 

MrsNzuza:"Youknowyourfatherwithendless

meetings" 

Me:"Hemustretire"momwasonherphone.

Completelyoblivioustomyexistence.Quinton

greeted.Justthereandthensheshowedinterested.

HeputPhiladown,shecametome.Wehuggedand

kissed.

Q:"Wearedeeplysorryfornotavailingourselves

lastnight.Somethingcameupathomeandwe

completelyforgotaboutthedinner" 

Mama:"Ohmy.Iseveryoneokay?" 

Q:"Physicallyyesbutemotionally,itsanotherstory

butthey'llbegood" 

Mama:"That'sarelief.Ikepttheturkeyforyou" 



Q:"Thankyouma.Weboughtalittlesomethingfor

thecomingsoonmember" 

MrsNzuza:"OhmyGod!Isthisit?"Shegotupand

openedit."Ntombi,Iwillbethefirstonetopushhim

aroundwithitnoarguments" 

Mama:"Whyareyousuchabully?" 

MrsNzuza:"Icanseemyselfwearingthatgray

summerdress,stilettosandglasseswhilepushing

mylittlepanikihere"Iwasdeadwithlaughtercause

shewasillustrating. 

Mama:"Thankyoumkhwenyana" 

Q:"Anytimema." 

Phila:"CanIleavewithmymommyandmydaddy?"

MrsNzuza:"No.YouwillvisitonFriday" 

Phila:"ButIwanttogotodaynotonFriday"

Ifelttinyhandscovermyeyes.Istartled.She

laughedandcamearoundtohugme. 

Zozo:"Imissedyou" 

Me:"Imissedyoumorebaby" 



Phila:"See?Zozoalsowantstogo" 

Mama:"Zozodidn'tsaythat" 

Phila:"Don'tyouwanttogovisitmomanddad?" 

Zozo:"HhagogoIdo.Canwe?" 

Mama:"Theyaregoingtowork" 

Q:"Myworkactuallyhasaplacetoaccommodate

them.Sinceitsschoolholidaysthereareotherkids.

Wecanleavewiththemifyoudon'tmind"

MrsNzuza:"OkaygoaskauntMaurinetopackyour

bags"theyscreamedinexcitementandraninside.

DurbanlovesZozo.She'sgainingweight.

SisMaurinebroughtusfood.Iwasfullweate

cominghere.Quintonsawthatagreatopportunityto

eatallthemeat.Whatkindofmkhwenyanais

this?eatinginfrontofmamazalas.

"Doesanyoneinthishomeknowhowmuchfoodis

tofeedothermen?"Ifitsnotmyoneandonlyking

whoelsecoulditbe?Quintonimmediatelyputthe

platedown.Hepickedaglassofwater. 



Sam:"Uh-uh.Putitdown.Wateralsocosts

thousandsinthisneighborhood"heputtheglass

down.Mypoorbaby. 

Me:"You'resuchabullykodwaMahlobo"wehugged

andIsatbackdown.Heformedafeastand

extendedittofeastbumpwithQ.Theydidandthen

hesatdown. 

Sam:"Howdoesfoodboughtwithmymoneytaste?"

MrsNzuza:"Pleaseleavemychildalone.Hebought

usastroller"

Sam:"Whatisthat?Nicepram,wherediditcome

from?"Welaughed. 

MrsNzuza:"FromQuinton" 

Sam:"Heboughtapramandastroller?Where'sthat

stroller?"

Me:"Astrollerisapram"

Sam:"Oh.Whyusebombasticwords?Dube,didyou

teachmyfamilythatword?"

Q:"NoSirItsmyfirsttimehearingthatthisthingis

calledastroller"



HenarrowedhiseyesatQ.He'stoomuch.Oldageis

catchingupwithhiminabadway.

Sam:"OhIwasgoingtoannouncethatIwouldlove

togive25%sharesofmycompany.Itsuptoyouif

yousplititoryoujustleaveitlikethat"hesaidandlit

hiscigarette.Justlikethat?"You'rewelcometo

showyourfacesthereonFridaytosign.Youcan

comewithyourlawyerstoreadthecontractforyou" 

Me:"Youaren'tjoking?"

Sam:"No.I'mnotdoingthisforyoutwo.I'mdoingit

formygrandchildren."

Q:"We'regrateful.ForamomentIreallythoughtyou

werekidding"

Sam:"YouknowIdon'tjokewhenitcomesto

business"

Themothersweresittingnexttoeachonacouch

smilingatus.ThereIwasnotshowingenough

excitement.Thisisoverwhelming....

••••

[Lelo]



ThishousehasbeenfeelingcoldsinceMonday

evening.Calvinletushavethemeetingbyourselves.

Hewasnothomewhenwearrived.

Lastnighthecamebackfromworkandlocked

himselfinhisstudy.Ijustdecidedtolethimbe.He

sleptthere.Ionlysawhiminthemorning.

Ispentthewholedayrunningaroundpreparingfor

Yezweandhisfriend.He'sflyingfromGreece.Ihave

neverbeensoproud.TothinkthatIevenseconded

thathegoestobusinessschoolwhilehispassion

hasalwaysbeenfashion.IsawitbutIjustdidnot

thinkitwasathingthatcouldtakehimplaceslikeit

isnow.

WhileCalvinwentcrazyabouthavingagayson.The

gaysonwasflyingtoGreeceforafashionthat

wouldalsopresenthiscollection.

Ifinishedlayingthetable.ItookthekidstoKhethiwe.

Thebestpartaboutdiscoveringthisfamilyisthat

thechildrenareeveryone'skids.

Sisiphocamedown. 

Sisipho:"Istillfeellikehe'sbringinghislover"



Me:"Itdoesn'tmatter" 

Sisipho:"Yourhusbandwillcausedrama." 

Me:"Hewouldn'tdare.Gogetthenapkins"

Sisipho:"AuntyEmzisnowsadIcancelledagain" 

Me:"Tellheryouwillcomefirstthinginthe

morning" 

Sisipho:"Idid.Youknowhowmuchsheloves

sulking"welaughed.Shedisappearedtothekitchen.

Calvincamein.Hegreeted. 

Calvin:"Specialoccasion?" 

Me:"Isentyouatext" 

Calvin:"Ididnotcheckmyphonetoday"

IheardSisiphoscream. 

Me:"Yezweiscominghomeandthatmustbehim"

HeappearedholdinghandswithSisiphofollowedby

the"friend". 

Yezwe:"Sanibonani" 

Me:"Justcomeandgivemeahugalready"he



smiledandwehugged."I'msoproudofyou" 

Yezwe:"Iwouldn'thavedoneitwithoutyour

support."Heturnedtohisfather."Mbuyazi" 

Calvin:"Yezwe.TellmethebullshitIreadinthat

magazineisn'ttrue.Whydoesyourfriendhasmake

upon?" 

Me:"Calvinplease"

Yezwe:"Itisactuallytrue.I'msorryyouhadtofind

outthat.AndthishereisPopi,myboyfriend" 

IheldCalvin'shandtighter. 

Calvin:"Soyoudidn'thavetheaudacitytocomehere

alonefirstandexplainyourself.Youbringthisclown

lookinghuman.You'readdingsalttothewound,

you'rerubbingittomyfacethatyousuckdick" 

Popi:"Ohnodaddyinbaehedoesn't.Idothe

sucking" 

Calvin:"Whothehellistalkingtoyou?Getthehell

outofmyhouse.Now!" 

Me:"Goupstairsplease.Givemeandyourfather

somespace"



Theyfollowedeachotherup.IwaitedtillIhearda

doorclose.

Me:"Ifyouchasehimaway.Iwillleavewithhim" 

Calvin:"Youwouldn'tdare"Ilookedhimdeepinthe

eye. 

Me:"TrymeDube.Tryme"

Istormedtothekitchen.Iheardhimgroansoftly

andthendanglingkeysafter.Iheardthefrontdoor

slam.Icarriedthejugofjuiceandwenttothedining

area.Icalledthekidstocomedown.

Myhusbandneedsdeliverance...

[2/26,10:40]Zozaness:BeautyLiesInTheEyesofA

Beholder
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[Yezwe]

Myfatheristheleastofmyworries.I'vealways

knownhewouldreactthiswaywhenthenews



resurface.Iknowhelovesmeandheisjustangry.

Soonerorlaterhe'llcomearound.

Thesupperwasgood.Mymomhasalwaysbeenmy

firmsupportsystem.Shewasallearsabouthow

Greecewas,whatamImakingon,howlonghaveI

beenwithPopi.Amother'sloveshallremain

priceless.

Iwaswokenupbythesmelloffreshtoast.Ifelta

gentlykissonmylips.Irubbedmyeyesandsmiled.

Isatupright. 

Me:"Youwerehighyesterday,weren'tyou?"He

placedthetrayonmythighs. 

Popi:"YesandI'msorry.Ineededcouragetoface

yourfather.Youdidnotdescribehimtobethe

friendlytype.AndwhenIsaidIdothesucking,Itfelt

liketherightthingtosaytosaveyoubutthatwas

justmarijuanaspeaking" 

Me:"Nexttimepleasedon'tsmokeit.Myfatherisa

hardcoreZulumanandthelastthingheneedsto

hearissomeoneadmittingtobetheonewhosucks

hisson'spenis" 



Popi:"I'msorry.ShouldIapologizetohim?" 

Me:"Ifyoucan"hesmiled."Nothingextraplease

Popi." 

Popi:"I'llsendhimacard"Helookedintothedrawer

andfoundonewithapen.Hetookaseatbeforethe

vanity"DearMrfatherinlaw.IamsorryforwhatI

saidlastnight.Thatwasdisrespectfulofme.

Apologies...what'shisfavoriteclanname?"I

chuckled.

Me:"Mbuyazi" 

Popi:"Mbuyaziomuhle.Goodbyedad"Ilaughed. 

Me:"Beseriousforonce.Removethatomuhle,he'll

thinkyou'reflirtingwithhim" 

Popi:"Whatifitsoftenshimup?"

Me:"Itwon't.Nothingsoftensthatmanup.Youjust

gottogivehimtime"

Popi:"Okay.Arewestillmeetingwithmymom?"

Me:"Yes.Whywouldyouevenask?"

Popi:"Idon'tknow.Maybeyoudon'tfeellikeit"I



shookmyhead. 

Me:"YourmomiswhoI'dwanttomeetupwitheven

onmydeathbed"

Thatwomanissowelcoming.Unfortunatelyher

husbandpassedonlastyear,Popisayshealso

didn'thaveaproblemwithhissexuality.Iwould've

lovedtomeethim. 

Popi:"That'sallbecauseyoubotharealways

teamingupagainstmeandmyhappiness" 

Me:"Onfactsonly"

Ifinishedeatingandgotup.Ikissedhischeek.

"Thankyouforthelovelybreakfast.Wheredoyou

wantustogoonthisremainingweek?"Hepouted. 

Popi:"Doyoureallyhavetogo?" 

Me:"Yes.Familytimeisvaluedsomuchathome

youknowthat.AndI'vebeensodistant.Ionly

attendeddaddyChris'sweddingoutofalloccasions

thattookplacethisyear.Itwouldn'tbefairofmeto

notbehomeforfestive" 

Popi:"IunderstandbutyouknowIwishyouweren't



going."Ihuggedhimin.

Me:"It'llonlybefor2weeks" 

Popi:"That'salotwithoutyou"Itiltedhisheadand

kissedhim. 

Me:"Youwon'tevennoticeI'mgone"

HesmiledandJamesAurtherSayyouwon'tletgo

cameonthespeakercameon.Wedancedtoit.As

mentallyunstableasheisIstilllovehim.Hehasa

hugeimpactonmylife....

•••

[Tyler]

Itfeelsgoodtobebackhomewithmypeople.Iflew

straightbackhereaftergettingKhetheloout.

Itbrokemyhearttoseehercrythatmuch.Ineedto

startworkingonhercaseasearlyaspossible.She

isnotgoingtojailforsomethingshedidnotdo,

evenifshedidit.She'snotgoingtojail.

Khethiwe:"Babe!"Ohwearebackhome,Pretoria. 

Me:"Closet"shegotin. 



Khethiwe:"Areyougoingsomewhere?" 

Me:"Yeswearegoingsomewhere." 

Khethiwe:"Where?" 

Me:"Breakfastandwegotothesalon" 

Khethiwe:"Wecan'ttakehimtosuchaplace.Salons

havegems" 

Me:"We'lldropyouoffandgocheckoutthatcar" 

Khethiwe:"SoundsgoodbutIalsowannaseethe

car" 

Me:"We'llgototheparkthenwhilewaitingforyou" 

Khethiwe:"Okayletusbath" 

Me:"He'salready"shefrowned-smiledandcame

closertome. 

Khethiwe:"You'redoingverywelldaddy.I'mproudof

you"Igrinned. 

Me:"Thankyoumylove.Haveyouforgivenme?" 

Khethiwe:"Iforgaveyouthefirstdayyoucame.I'm

thehappiestwomanaliveNyamazane.Iwouldn't



havemylifeanyotherwaythanitisnow." 

Me:"I'veneverseenyouthishappytobehonest." 

Khethiwe:"WhenGodanswersyourprayersitshows.

" 

Me:"Iseeyou'reevenconsideringbeinga

housewife"shelaughed.HerlaughteriswhatI'd

ratherlistentoeveryday. 

Khethiwe:"Quintonwassayingthat.Iwouldreally

lovetoraisemysonuntilhe's6monthsatleastuntil

Igobacktowork"

Me:"You'reluckyyou'reQuinton'sfavorite" 

Khethiwe:"PhelaifIgetfired.IwillbeyourPA" 

Me:"Never.Youwantmetolosefocus,youknow

yourdevil'sagentsideresurfaceswithoutwarning"

shelaughedandpinchedme. 

Khethiwe:"That'sbecauseyou'reirresistiblemy

honey"shebitherlowerlip.

Me:"ThisiswhatI'mtalkingabout"Ipickedherup

andpinnedheragainstthewall.Shegiggled,we

sharedaslowpassionatekiss....



•••

[Yoli]

MyphonerangasIlookedformycarkeysonthe

parkinglot.Ipulleditoutfirstandcheckedthecaller

ID.ShemustthinkIabandonedher.Ianswered.

Me:"Heybabe" 

Khethelo:"Whereareyou?"

Me:"I'matUmhlanga.What'sup"shewas

whispering. 

Khethelo:"Ididsomething.Ineedyou."Shesniffed.

Me:"Whereareyou?Doyouneedmetocomeget

you?"

Khethelo:"Areyouattowork?Iwouldlovetosee

you"

Me:"Icouldmakeanexception"

Khethelo:"OkaypleasemeetmeatSouthernsunin

2hrs" 

Me:"Okay"



Ihungandreachedmykeys.Igotinmycarandface

timedKylie. 

Kylie:"HeyGodmother" 

Me:"Howareyoudoingmypeople?" 

Kylie:"Wearegood.Justwaitingonyourvisit" 

Me:"IwillseeyouguysonSaturdayIpromise.Soits

official.Ijustsigned"shescreamedinexcitement. 

Kylie:"Congratulationsbaby.Keepsecuringthatbag

honeysoyou'llhavetoretireat30andtravelthe

world" 

Me:"Thankyoubaby.IsowishIcould." 

Kylie:"Youwill.You'reontherightpath.I'mproudof

you" 

Me:"Thankyou.Stopyougonnamakemecry" 

Kylie:"I'mthinkingabouthowtoughyouhadit

growingupbutlookatyounow.You'realiving

testimonythatGodalwayshasaplanyoujustgotto

bepatient.Youarepatient,graceandmercyshall

followyoueverytime"Ipulledatissueanddriedmy

tears. 



Me:"Italwaysseemsunreal.YouknowIstillpinch

myselfatnightthinkingIwillwakeupfromthistoo

goodtobetruedream"shelaughed. 

Kylie:"Youbetterstop.Thisisyou,thisisyourtime

toshinemoghel." 

Me:"Youalwaysmakecry.Bye,passmyloveto

extracheese"shelaughed.Shealwayswantedextra

cheeseonanythingsheate.

Kylie:"Pleaseleavemybabyalone." 

Me:"PassmylovetoRay" 

Kylie:"Iwillbabe.Gocelebratewithhubbyinstyle

sinceyoudonotgrownupsstuff"Ilaughed.Ihaven't

toldanyonethatwe'vepoppedthecherry. 

Me:"Yeahwhatever.Bye"

Ihungupandtookadeepbreath.Benphonecalls

arealwayslongersoIringhimupanddriveoff

headingtoHubby'soffice.Icouldn'ttakeeitherof

themwithmecause,Work.

Ben:"Yoli'sbestiespeaking.Hello" 

Me:"Noneedtoflatterme.Howareyoubestie?" 



Ben:"Iwillbegoodwhenyoutellmethedealis

signedandsealed" 

Me:"Asyousaymybaby"hescreamed.Myfriends

areforkeepshonestly.

Ben:"Qmustbuyyouanewdick,youdeserveitbaby!

Whenarewecelebrating?" 

Me:"Nottodayofcourse.Iwillbeattheparent's

housetoinformthem" 

Ben:"Ugh.Iwannaspoilyourottenonthatdaywe

willbeabletocelebrate." 

Me:"Ican'twait" 

Ben:"AreyouandQplanningonmakingbabies

soon?" 

Me:"Why?" 

Ben:"Heboughtaloveseatandafreakycross" 

Me:"Doyouseeeverytransactionmadebythese

people?" 

Ben:"IfitexceedsR5000yesma'am.Soareyou

planningonmakinggrandkidsforMrNzuza"I



laughed.HistonewhenhesaidMrNzuza. 

Me:"Ofcourse.We'regettingmarriedinafew

months" 

Ben:"Ishouldteachyouwomanontop.Idonot

wantyouembarrassingme"Ilaughed. 

Me:"Pleaseleavemealone." 

Ben:"Iwillhavesomethingdeliveredforyou.Wearit

tonightandseeifhewon'tgettempted.Itsanew

collectionandtrustmewomenrecommendit" 

Me:"Aslongasitisnotcomplicatedtoputon" 

Ben:"Lingeriesrequireeducatedpeople.Itisnot

complicatedforeducatedpeople" 

Me:"I'maruralgirl" 

Ben:"Aneducatedone."OhI'mhere. 

Me:"I'matHubby'sofficenow.Byeboo" 

Ben:"Don'tforgettosuckhispenis" 

Me:"Ben!" 

Ben:"Iknowthehoeinyouwantsto.Bye!"He



laughedandhungup.He'ssuchacharacter.

Ifoundaparkingspot.Iparkedandheadedinside.

Thisismythirdtimecominghere.Idonotlikehow

everyonearoundherealwayswannagivemethat

specialtreatment.Itdoesn'tfeelright.

Igreetedthereceptionistandheadedstraightto

Quinton'sofficebeforeanyofthoseinsighttryto

offermecoffeeortoholdmybag.

Ifoundhimonthecall.Iwhisperedheshould

continue.Inoticedaportraitofmemadeofmosaic

ontheleftsidewall.There'sonlyacouchandit

hangedoverjustaboveit.Ihaveneverseenthis

pictureofmebefore.

Iaminthekitchenwithabowloficeinmyhand.I

amlaughing.

Thiswaslastweek.

Q:"Itwasdeliveredthismorning"hesaidhugging

mefrombehindandkiddingmyneck.Iputmy

handsoverhis. 

Me:"Itsbeautiful" 



Q:"You'rebeautiful"Iblushed."Howdidit?" 

Me:"Verywellthanks.Itsofficial"Itookadeep

breathandturnedtofacehim. 

Q:"I'mproudofyou."Heperkedmylipsandletgo.

Hewentbacktohisdesk"Whatkindofcakewould

youlike?"

Me:"Now?"hepickeduphisofficephone. 

Q:"Yes." 

Me:"OhI'llhavewhateveryou'rehaving"

Itookoffmyheelsandblazerandrelaxedonthe

couch. 

Me:"HaveyouspokentoKhuletoday?"Isaidafterhe

gotoffthecalltellingwhomevertobringin

champagne,cakesandsnacks.

Q:"No.I'vebeentryinghimbuthisphonegoes

straighttovoicemail." 

Me:"Oh" 

Q:"Didhecallyou?"

Me:"No.Iwasjustaskingsincewehadn'theardhow



didhego"

Q:"IcalledBongahesaidhehasn'theardfromhim

sinceFridaylastweek"

Hepickedmylegsupandsatdownandplacedthem

ontopofhimandgavemeafootmassage.

IbattledinmyheadifIshouldtellhimabout

Khethelo'scallornot.AllIknowisthatIwasfeeling

abitofconcernaboutKhethelo'scall.

Thecelebrationpackagearrived.

Hepoppedthechampagneandpoureditintoour

glasses.Hehandedmemine.Heraisedhis,I

followedtheleader.

Q:"Tomoregooddealsandgoodlife"Ichuckled

shyly.Idon'tknowwhatishappeningwithmetoday

butmyshypersonaistakingover. 

Me:"Tomoregooddealsandgoodlife"wedrankto

that.Hetookmyhandandkissedit. 

Q:"IloveyoumamaDube." 

Me:"IloveyoumoreMbuyazi"



Hesmiled.Revealinghisbeautifulsetofteeth.I

wonderwhodidtheyinherittheseteethfrom

becauseallthemhavebeautifulwhiteteeth.

Ireachedforthehugesliceofcake.Itlookedvery

appetizing.Heshookhisheadsmilingandlaidhis

headonmylap.Ittastedasbeautifulasitlooked....

•••

[Khethelo]

2hourslater

Istoodbythebalconyandwatchedthewavesand

lettheseabreezehitmybareskin.Ialmosttoldthe

ladyIwanttheroomon1stfloor.Thisismuch

betterandverycalming.Ineededit.AfterwhatI

wentthroughthismorningIneededsomethingas

calming.

"Mfaziwhereareyou?" 

Me:"Balconybabes.Ontopofthebedisyourbikini.

Idon'tknowifIgottherightsize" 

Yoli:"Arewehavingapartyfor2?"Ichuckled. 

Me:"Somethinglikethat"



Sheappearedafteracoupleofminutes.Shehas

suchabeautifulchubbybody. 

Yoli:"Itfits."Shesatdown."Thisisabeautifulview" 

Me:"Indeeditis" 

Yoli:"I'mgonnadieofchampagnetoday"shesaid

pouringittotheglass.Ichuckled. 

Me:"I'dhaveorderedalcoholbutyoumightbe

pregnantso..."shelaughed. 

Yoli:"AreyouandKhulespeaking?"Itookadeep

breath. 

Me:"Yes.Hesleptatmyplacelastnightandwehad

sex"shegasped.Itookasipofmyremaining

champagne. 

Yoli:"Youdon'tlookhappy" 

Me:"OfcourseI'mnot"Igroaned."I'mmad." 

Yoli:"Startfromthebeginningplease.Didn'thegoto

Jo'burg?" 

Me:"No.Iwishhedid." 

Yoli:"Whyareyoustressed?" 



Me:"HefoundoutIterminatedpregnancy" 

Yoli:"Youwhat?" 

Me:"Yes!We'redivorcedforChrist'ssakeandIwas

scareditmightnotbehissincehissermenwassaid

tobenotactiveanymore,apperantlyitis"she

frowned. 

Yoli:"Idon'tunderstand" 

Me:"Ifoundmyselfaonenightstandafterthenews

cameout.Weusedprotectionbutyouknowthings

happen" 

Yoli:"Idon'tknowwhattosay."Shepaused."How

didKhulefindout?"

Me:"Hispeoplegotholdofmyhospitalrecords.We

fought,itgotbadheendedupstranglingme"she

widenedhereyes. 

Yoli:"Areyouokay?Areyougoingtoreporthim?" 

Me:"Iamokay.Iwon't.Idon'tthinkI'lleverseehim

again.HecriedYoli.Ifeelawful.HesaidIbettertell

hiskidshewasagoodmanandthenheleft." 

Yoli:"Don'tcry.Youweredoingwhatyouthought



wasbest"shewasrubbingmyshoulder. 

Me:"Wellitwasn't.IfyoucanpleaseaskQuintonto

speaktohim." 

Yoli:"Iwill.Healsocan'tgethimonthephonebut

I'msurehe'llcallhimeventually"

Me:"Iwishtoreturntime."Shehuggedme. 

Yoli:"Iknowbaby.I'msorry"

Hesaidalotofthingslikehe'sabouttodie.He

wouldn'tkillhimself,wouldhe?...

•••

[Calvin]

Pearlpeepedherheadin. 

Pearl:"ThereissomeonehereforyouSirbuthe

doesn'thaveanappointment"Thatmustbe

Mkhonto. 

Me:"Lethimin"

Igotuptopourwhiskey.Indeeditwashim. 

Me:"YoumaytakeaseatMakhedama"hedid.I



handedhimaglass.Hegrinned. 

Mkhonto:"Ain'tathingchanged."Hesaidswirling

theglassaround. 

Me:"Atall.Howhaveyoubeenndodayamadoda?"

Mkhonto:"I'vebeenverygood." 

Me:"Areyoudoingwellincatchingcriminals?"He

laughed. 

Mkhonto:"Ofcourse.Doyounotreadnewspapers

anymore?" 

Me:"NoI'maverybusymanlately." 

Mkhonto:"Iamthebestthingthateverhappenedto

thepolicedepartment" 

Me:"That'swhatIwanttohear.Youneverthanked

meformakingsureyoumakeittothecabinet" 

Mkhonto:"Iknow.Ishallforeverbeindebtedtoyou" 

Me:"Noneed"hesmiled."CauseIalsoneedafavor

fromyou" 

Mkhonto:"AslongasitisnotbeyondwhatIcando" 



Me:"Notatall"Ipulledanenvelopeoutofapileof

files."InsideheretherearedetailsofadocketIwant

todisappear.ItsinDurban,Breapolicestation.I

wantyoutogettoitbeforeitismovedsomewhere

else"

Mkhonto:"MadonnaI-" 

Me:"Idon'twantnoexcusesMhlongo.Ifitisnotlost

bySaturday,youandmybrother'swifewillhaveone

thingincommon:beingchargedformurder" 

Mkhonto:"ItsnoteasyCalvin"

Me:"Sowaskillingyourcompetitor.Justgetitdone"

hesighed.Itookaseatonmychairandopenedmy

laptop.

Hepickedtheenvelopeandwalkedout.That'smore

likeit.

Thedooropenedagainaftersometime.Whose

birthdayisit?

Me:"Standrightthere.Whoisthisandwhatare

thesefor?"

Pearl:"Itsadeliveryforyousir"



Me:"Ididnotorderthose.Pleasecheckthereceiver

again"

Deliveryguy:"MrCalvinDube" 

Me:"Okaypleaseplaceputitoverthere.Whosent

them?" 

Pearl:"Unknown"Isignedandtheywalkedout.Igot

upandlookedforacardamongsttheflowers.I

foundit.

'DearMrfatherinlaw.IamsorryforwhatIsaidlast

night.Thatwasverydisrespectfulofme.Apologies

Mbuyaziomuhle.Toodlesdad'

I'mbeingtested.Ireachedformyphone. 

Yezwe:"Nyamazane" 

Me:"Comegetthiscircusyourboyfriend,girlfriend

orwhateverthatmakeupwearingmansenthere."

Yezwe:"I'mnotfollowing" 

Me:"Gettomyofficerightnow!"Ihungup.

Myofficelookslikeafuckingballoonshopora

cemeteryorahospitalward.



Dammititmustbethoseheelsthatdrivehimnuts...

[2/26,10:43]Zozaness:BeautyLiesInTheEyesofA
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[Yezwe]

Iarrivedatdad'soffice.Hewasnotin.Myeyes

landedonflowersandballoonsshapedinevery

possibleshapethereis.IsweartoGodiftheseare

fromPoppyI'mgonnaloseit.Ilookedforacardto

noavail.Itookmyphoneoutandcalledhim. 

Popi:"Hey.Iwasabouttocallyou" 

Me:"AndtellmeyoudidtheoppositeofwhatI

askedyou?" 

Popi:"Whatareyoutalkingabout?" 

Me:"Thethingsyousentmydaddammit!Itoldyou

tonotdoanythingdrasticbutnoyoudidn'tlisten." 

Popi:"Calmdown.Iamtryinghereokay"



Me:"Welldon't.Iwilldealwithmydadonmyown.

Thisisn'thowyou'try'withhim.Asimpleapology

cardwould'vebeenenough" 

Popi:"Ishemad?" 

Me:"Whatdoyouthink?" 

Popi:"OhmyIwillsendhimanothercard

apologizing" 

Me:"Don't"Ihungup.Hereallydoesn'tunderstand

whomyfatheris.Itookadeepbreathandwentout

toseeifIcouldgetanyonetotakeoutthesethings.

Ifound3guysabouttogetonthelift. 

Me:"Gents.Howzit?Wouldyoupleasehelpmewith

somethingshereinside?"Theynodded.Iledtheway

backin."YoucantaketheseI'msureyouallhave

girlfriendsandtheywouldlikesomeflowersand

balloons" 

Oneofthem:"Areyouforreal?"Inodded."Thankyou

Jnr"

Theytookeverythingwiththem.

Idecidedtolookaround.Itsabeautifuloffice,very



spacious.

Everythingisgolden,hethinkshe'sroyalty.IfIcould

sellallthisfurnitureIswearIwouldgetabouta

million.

Therightwallisdecoratedwithhisfamilypictures.I

steppedcloser.Ichuckled,everypictureofour

milestonesisonthiswall.Isawapictureofuswe

tookattheschoolgroundswhenIwas16.Ihadjust

scored3goals.Theprideonhisfacewaspriceless.

Ismiledalone.He'sisnotperfectbutheisthebest

fatherweallcouldeveraskfor.He'salwaysbeena

busymanbuthe'sneverskippedevenasingleevent

weeverinvitedhimforatschool,unlesshewasout

ofthecountryofcourse.

Istartledatthesoundofaslammingdoor.He

walkedtohistableandhitthefileonit. 

Dad:"BloodyMthimkhulu"

Me:"Whatdidhedo?" 

Dad:"Hewalkedoutonme.Canyoubelievehim?He

justdecidestoditchmeforNkabinde



telecommunications." 

Me:"IsthereanythingIcandotohelp?" 

Dad:"What?Areyougonnadesignnewunderpants

thatwillfithislittleballs?" 

Me:"Thatisoffensive.You'retalkingtoabusiness

schoolhonoursgraduateandItrustmynegotiation

skillsare9/10"hegulpeddownhiswhiskey. 

Dad:"You'venevernegotiatedadayinyourlife.How

wouldyouknowthat?" 

Me:"Dadfashiondesignisalsoabusiness.We

negotiatefromtimetotime"

Dad:"Wheredidyourboyfriend'scircusgo?" 

Me:"Ihadittakenout...lookdad,I'msorry.He's-" 

Dad:"TellhimtonevereversendanythingtomeI'm

nothisfriend" 

Me:"Willdo.ShouldIscheduleameetingwith

Mthimkhulu?" 

Dad:"Ifyouthinkyoucanchangehismindthengo

ahead"hetookaseat."Iwanttoworknow.Make



yourselfscarce" 

Me:"YesSir.Havealovelyday"

Ipickedapetalfromthefloorandwalkedout..

•••

[Yoli]

Iwokeupwithmyheadpounding.Ireachedformy

phone.Damn.I'mlateforwork.Iquicklygotupand

madethebed.

ThedooropenedandQuintongotin,withalongface.

Wefoughtyesterday.Idon'tknowwhybutsuddenly

hehasaproblemwithmedrinking.He'sstillmad

causeifhewasn'thewould'vewokenmeup.

Me:"Morning" 

Q:"Wherewereyouyesterday?"Thefightstill

continues.

Me:"Hiltonhotel" 

Q:"With?"Itookadeepsigh.

Me:"Khethelo" 



Q:"Celebratingthatshemurderedmybrother's

baby?" 

Me:"ShemurderednobodyandItakeityou've

reachedyourbrother.I'mgladtoknowhe'sokay" 

Q:"Idon'twantyounearher"Ichuckled. 

Me:"Whynot?"

Q:"Idon'tneedtoexplainwhy.Juststaythehell

awayfromKhethelo" 

Me:"NotthatIamfavoringherfordoingwhatshe

didbutthatitisnoneofmyconcernoryours.She

hasarighttodowhateverthehellshewants,itsher

bodyandbesides,nobodywannahavebabieswith

theirexhusbandbabe" 

Q:"Areyoulisteningtoyourself?" 

Me:"Yes.AndIdon'tunderstandwhyareyouso

mad.Youweren'tthismadwhenyourbrotherspent

anightinGlade'sbed...ohno,nights.Mybad"he

staredatmebriefly.

Q:"Everyoneisflyingheretomorrow.Weare

nolongergoingtoEstcourt.We'llspendChristmas



here"hereachedforthedoorknob.

Me:"Waitwait.Whatdoyoumeaneveryone?" 

Q:"Imeaneveryone"heclosedthedoorbehindhim.

Ishekiddingme?WhatamIgonnadowithahouse

fullofpeoplewhilewe'reonbadterms?

•••

[Khule]

Iignoredallthegreetingsfromtheemployees.Its

tooearlytobefriendly.

IfoundNkaziwaitingforthelift. 

Me:"Nkazi" 

Nkazi:"MrDube...uhmgoodmorningsir" 

Me:"Goodmorninghowareyou?" 

Nkazi:"I'mokaysirhowisyourself?" 

Me:"I'mperfect"

Theliftopened.MyeyesmetwithBonga's.We

steppedin. 

Me:"JustthemanIneededtosee.Mbuyazi"we



shookhands. 

Bonga:"Iwasworriedsickaboutyou.We'vebeen

lookingforyou" 

Me:"Youweren'tlookingenoughotherwiseyou'd

havefoundme" 

Bonga:"YouknowIdid.NkazipleaseasksisDeeto

fixusbreakfast"theliftchimed.

Nkazi:"YesSir"thedoorpartandwewalkedout.

Wearrivedintohisoffice. 

Me:"Doyouredesigniteverymonth?"Isaidtakinga

seatonthevisitor'schair.

Bonga:"ItsallNkazi.YouknowIwouldworkina

storeroomifIhadto" 

Me:"YeahIknow.Ineedanoffice" 

Bonga:"For?" 

Me:"I'mcomingback" 

Bonga:"You're...you're claimingbackyour

position?" 



Me:"Whatdoyoutakemefor?Idon'tknowwhatI

wouldbebutIjustwannaseemyselfworking" 

Bonga:"We'reclosingtodayMbuyazi" 

Me:"ThenI'llbethelastmanstanding.I'mpretty

surethere'salotthatneedstobedonehere" 

Bonga:"Baba?Iseverythingokay?" 

Me:"Whatdoyoumeanboy?Everythingisperfect.I

amperfectandthisplaceisabouttobeperfectbaby.

IwantmyofficeallreadyandshiningonMonday"I

gotupandwhistledmywayout.ImetNkazionthe

hallwayItookaRussianandproceededwalktothe

lift...

•••

[Khethiwe]

Hefinishedhookingonmybra.He'sveryhelpful

latelyandIcouldn'tbehappier. 

Me:"NotthatI'magainstgoingtoDurbanbutisit

necessary?ImeanQuinton'shouseisprettyhuge

buttohaveeveryonethere?It'sabittoomuch" 

Tyler:"Aslongaswehavearoomandthere'sfood



andPlayStationthenI'mgood" 

Me:"Babe!WhataboutJasonandEmi'sdamages?"

Tyler:"Thatwillbetakencareofnextyear" 

Me:"OhsoJasoncancometoDurban?" 

Tyler:"Tosaywhat?"

Me:"Uhmhello?Toseehisbabymama" 

Tyler:"Exactly.Nothiswifesohemuststaythehell

away" 

Me:"YouguysEmiisabouttobeamother" 

Tyler:"Abdyouknowsheandthebabydonotneed

thatuglyJason"Ilaughed.

Me:"WouldyoufeelgoodifBanzi'sbabymamakept

y'allawayfromyourgrandson?" 

Tyler:"WearetheDubes.Nobodydeprivesusof

anything.Whenarewegettingmarried?" 

Me:"Whenyou'rereadyforcommitment"

Ifinallyfinisheddressingup.Ilookamazing.New

hairandnewnails.Igotmyselfakeeperhere. 



Tyler:"Iam" 

Me:"Idon'twantusjumpingintomarriageandthen

boomyoufallandaccidentallylandonsomeone's

vagina"hechuckled. 

Tyler:"ThatwouldnevereverhappenIswear" 

Me:"Wehonestlydonotneedmarriagetoprovewe

reallyinlove.IfweareinthisforeverthenIdon'tsee

theneedformarriage" 

Tyler:"Mmmh"hisphonerang.Heexcusedhimself.I

satdownandstartedapplyingmakeup...

•••

[Khethelo]

Ifeltlikeshit.Igothomelastnightanddrankagain.I

triedreachinghimthewholenighttonoluck.

IrolledovertotheothersideIfell.Great.

Istayedinthesamepositionforacoupleofminutes.

Iheardadoorcreakopen.

"Heybeautiful"ohheavenlyfatherno.Anotherone

nightstand?



Me:"Whothehellareyou?Andwhatareyoudoing

here?" 

Him:"Youdon'trecallathingaboutlastnight?" 

Me:"Didwe?"Hechuckled.Iwasfullydressedbut

youmayneverknowwiththisgender.

Him:"Ohno.Wemetattheparkinglotyoufell.Itook

youhereandwentbacktomyroomafterputtingyou

tobed" 

Me:"Ohh.Thankyou.Youlivehere?" 

Him:"YesIdo.IbroughtyoubreakfastIhopeyou

don'tthrowup.Doyouhavepainkillers?" 

Me:"Uhmyeah.Thankyou.I'dhavesleptinthe

parkinglot.ForamomentIthoughtIgothomeand

drankagain" 

Him:"YoumighthavecauseIsawyouwalkingout

againafter8thenwhenyougotbackyoucould

barelystand.Idon'tknowhowyoudrovethatdrunk"

Me:"Thankyousomuch.Idon'tknowwhatcame

overme" 

Him:"Weallhavethosedays.Takecare" 



Me:"Thankyouonceagain"

Heturnedaroundandwalkedoff.Itookadeep

breath.Alcoholiscancelledinmylife.Idonot

rememberwalkingoutagain,letalonedriving.

Iwenttothebathroomtobathfirst.

IfoundmyphoneringingwhenIwalkedbackin.

Ohhe'salive. 

Me:"Hi" 

Khule:"Ifoundyourmissedcalls" 

Me:"Yeah.Iwantedtocheckifyou'reokay" 

Khule:"Don'tevercallme." 

Me:"WhoaIwantedtoknowifyou'reokay"silence.

"Hello?"Imovedthephoneoff.Hehunguponme

Icalledhim.Hedidnotpickup.

'I'mdonewithyou.Don'tevercontactmeorwaveat

mewhenyouseemeinpublic.Murderer'

Ifeltahugelumponmythroat.Iswalloweditand

tossedthephoneonthebed.Myeyesburnedwith



tears.Howcouldhesaythistome?

Istaredatmyreflectiononthemirror.AmIreally

thatmuchofabadperson?

Myphonebeeped.Iwipedmytearsandreachedfor

it.

'Thanktheluckystars.Yourdocketismissing.

There'snolongeracase'

ItwasfromTyler.Theydefinitelyhadsomethingto

dowiththat.Iamnotevengoingtoentertainit....

•••

[Quinton]

TheofficephonerangasIwalkedinfromthe

meeting.Itookit. 

Me:"Dube'soffice" 

Bonga:"Baba" 

Me:"Boy.Iseverythingokay?" 

Bonga:"What'swrongwithbabKhule?" 

Me:"Idon'tknow.Haveyouseenhim?" 



Bonga:"Yes.Hewasherethismorning.Hesaidhe

wantsanoffice.Hewillbeworking" 

Me:"That'scrazy.We'reclosingtoday" 

Bonga:"TrustmeItoldhimbuthesaidhewillwork" 

Me:"I'llspeaktohim.How'sHappyandthekids?" 

Bonga:"Theyaregoodthanks.How'smom?"I

chuckled. 

Me:"Yourmotherisgoodjustgettinguptono

good" 

Bonga:"Aslongasshewon'tgetarrested" 

Me:"Idon'tknowson.Letmecallyourfather"

Bonga:"Okay.Haveagoodone" 

Me:"Youdotoo"

Ihungup.Ifeltsomeonehugmefrombehind.Her

scenthitmynostrilsIgotgoosebumps. 

Me:"HowareyouMrsDube?" 

Yoli:"I'mnotgoodatall.I'msorry" 

Me:"For?" 



Yoli:"FortalkingbackandsayingallthatIsaid"I

turnedtofaceher.

Me:"Howsorryareyou?"Ismirked.Shelaughed. 

Yoli:"Don'tstartwithme.IamtiredIjustdidalinen

laundry" 

Me:"Youmeanthemachinesdid?" 

Yoli:"Iputthemouttodry.Thatistoomuch" 

Me:"Wellyouenjoyit" 

Yoli:"Idon't" 

Me:"Thenwhydon'tyouhaveamaid?" 

Yoli:"Idon'twannaseemlazy" 

Me:"FYImymotherhad6maids" 

Yoli:"Really?Theywhyaren'tthereanymaidsinall

theseDubehouses?" 

Me:"Becausetheyareallhousewives.Ireallydon't

mindifyouwant10or50maids" 

Yoli:"IwilllookforoneinJanuary" 

Me:"Isuggestyouget4chefsand4maids.Its



festive,peopleneedjobs.Witheveryonecoming

hereIbelieveyoudon'twanttomakebreakfast,

lunchanddinnerforover10people" 

Yoli:"Ireallycan't.Ineedrest" 

Me:"Theyyoubetterstartmakingthosecalls.I'm

alsosorryaboutlastnightandthismorning.I

thoughtyouwereoutwithstrangersandI'mjust

madatKhethelo." 

Yoli:"Itsokay"wehuggedansbrieflykissed. 

Me:"Youmayinvademyofficeallyouwant.Iam

goingtoameeting." 

Yoli:"You'rethebest.CanIeatyouricecream?" 

Me:"Yesma'am."Ikissedhercheekandheaded

out...

•••

[Emi]

Lihle:"Isitnecessarytopackallthese?Imeanwe

couldgettoDurbanandgoshopping" 

Me:"ItstoohotIwon'thavetheenergy" 



Lihle:"Packafewthings.I'llgoforshopping" 

Me:"Youwillmakeittotheheadlines:'Dube

princesscollapses'welaughed. 

Lihle:"Iwon't.I'mnotpregnant."

Babywalkedin. 

Me:"Mypersonalperson"heputthetakeawayson

topofthedresser. 

Jason:"Heybambino.Youlookcute" 

Me:"Thankyoubaby.AllthanktoLihle" 

Jason:"ThankyouGodmother.I'malsocomingto

Durban" 

Lihle:"Letmegocheckonthepots"sherushedout.

Me:"Jay" 

Jason:"I'mnotcomingtoyourbrother'shouse.Iwill

stayatahotel"Isighedinrelief.

Me:"Okay.I'mgladyou'llbecloser" 

Jason:"Yeah"

Heheldmebymychinandkissedme...



•••

[Yoli]

Idon'tknowwhatIwould'vebeenifIdidnottakeQ's

advisetogetchefsandladiestohelparoundhere.

Everyonearrivedinthenoon.

Thehouseisbuzzing.Itslaughterfromeverycorner.

Khetheloistheonlyonemissingandit'svery

awkward.

Kat,Lelo,Khethiwe,andourhusbandsremainedat

theloungeaftereatingwhileeverybodywenttotheir

rooms.Thesemenloveboardgames.Khuleseemed

different.Hewasdressedunusuallyeven.Hedidnot

saymuch.Hewasfocusedonthebeers.

Calvin:"SoyouinvitedYezweandexcludedhis

boyfriend?" 

Q:"Thisisafamilygatheringbafo" 

Calvin:"IhopeIwillnotbeexpectedtoinvitehim

overinfuture" 

Lelo:"Don'tstartplease" 

Calvin:"DoyouknowwhathesentmeonThursday?



Balloonsandflowersyou'dswearIwasfightingfor

mylifeincoma.Thecardwrote:DearMrfather

inlaw"wealllaughed.

Ilovethatpoppyalready.

Kat:"Ashismotherin-lawswewillwelcomehim

withwarmhands" 

Calvin:"No.Youshouldholdaprayerandcastthese

demonsout" 

Khethiwe:"ItsnotdemonsbrotherCal.Itswhothey

are.Godmadethemthatway" 

Calvin:"Towearheelsandredlipsticks?" 

Lelo:"You'resohardheaded" 

Chris:"Keepitdownguys"

HeincreasedtheTVvolume.

"Asthenewreportscomein.Anewwitnesshas

beenfound.Healsotookpartintheheistthattook

placeinFourwaysattheAfricanbankonthe5thof

Marchin2010where15peoplewereleftdeceased.

Thewitnesswillbekeptinpolicecustodywhilethe

stategatherstheinformation.2peoplehavebeen



arrestedasaresultthattheymust'vebeenthere.."

Quintonchangedthechannel.Hegotupandwalked

out.Chrisfollowed.Khuletoo.Tylerpickedhis

phoneandwalkedouttoo.Calvinwasthelastoneto

walkout.

Welookedateachother. 

Kat:"Ithinkweshouldcallitanight"Igotup.

first.

Me:"Yeah.Goodnightladies"

Iclimbedupthestairs.Igottomybedroom.Iputon

ajacketandwentdownonmykneestopray....
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[Calvin]

Ileanedbythewallwatchingthemallsmoke.Even



Tyler. 

Me:"Okaywrapitupandgivemesomeattention" 

Khule:"NotnowCal" 

Me:"Turnaroundandtellmeyouhadnothingtodo

withit" 

Quintonturned.

Q:"I'mnotmuchofaliarDube." 

Me:"Damnyouboys!"IlookedatTyler.

Tyler:"Iwasnotinvolved" 

Me:"Thenwhyareyousmoking?" 

Tyler:"BecauseIwillbeexpectedtorepresentthem

ofwhichIwon't" 

Chris:"Nobodyisgoingtojail" 

Me:"Turnaroundandtellmewhybecausetheyhave

aneyewitnessand2peoplehavebeenarrestedso

far?" 

Chris:"Youaren'thelping.Weneedtimetothink." 

Tyler:"Letmegosleep.Mphangisenididtellyou



boysyou'llreapwhatyousow" 

Khule:"Shutthehellup!Youhavenofuckingidea

whywedidit"

Tyler:"Ohreally?Youweregreedylittlebastardsthat

didn'twanttolistentoyourfather"Khuleflewtohim

andpunchedhim.IrushedtothemandheldTyler

awaywhileChrisandQheldKhule. 

Tyler:"Itstilldoesn'tchangethefactthatyou're

goingtojail"hefreedawayfrommeandwentinside.

Me:"Gogetsomerest.We'llgettothebottomof

thisinthemorning"

Iguesstheydidn'tgetthatcausetheyalllitanother

cigarettesandsmoked.Iwentbackinside.

Isthereeverpeaceinthishome?

•••

[Quinton]

Shejumpedandalmostbrokeaglassofwaterinher

hand. 

Me:"Iseverythingokay?" 



Yoli:"Yeah...everything'sfineIjust...wasn'texpecting

youtobeupalready" 

Me:"Whatarethose?"

Yoli:"Anxietypills.Ididn'thaveagoodsleep" 

Me:"YeahIfigured"Islidmyhandsintopyjama

pants.Shepulledthemout. 

Yoli:"Ihavetogobaththekids"

Shepouredthewaterintothesinkandwalkedout.I

tookadeepsighandtookapiss.

IwalkedoutandtookmyphoneandcalledCharles.

Charles:"Zebra" 

Me:"Getaquietplace.Wherethehellareyouthis

earlyanyway"

Charles:"I'mhavingagettogether.Assandboobs" 

Me:"Wellfuckthat.IneedyoutogetmeMpisiAsap"

Charles:"Gethim?How?"

Me:"Charles.IneedMpisiherebytheendoftoday" 

Charles:"Iseverythingokayboss?"



Me:"JustgetmeMpisiandstopaskingmeshit.And

yourselftoo" 

Charles:"Nyamazane"

Ihungup.Khulewalkedin. 

Khule:"Mottomotto'sbrotheristhewitness" 

Me:"Brian?" 

Khule:"Yes"Iclenchedmyjaws.Wearedoomed. 

Me:"We'refucked" 

Khule:"Weare"he'scomputergenius.Hehelpedus

planthatheist.Hekeptthebankfootagediskofthat

day.

Me:"We'restupid" 

Khule:"Heprobablyranoutofmoneyandflewback

tothecounty" 

Me:"Thatsonofabitch.He'sdefinitelyworkingwith

Mottomotto" 

Khule:"Whatwouldhegainfromallthis?He'llgoto

jailtoo" 



Me:"Theyprobablymadeadealwiththepolice.Who

arethe2suspects?"

Khule:"Haven'tfoundoutyet." 

Me:"We'regonnaneedmostofouroldcontacts.Ifit

comesoutthatIbuiltallmyempirewiththatmoney

I'mfinishedman" 

Khule:"We're-"Yoliwalkedin. 

Yoli:"Breakfastisready" 

Me:"We'recoming"

Shewalkedtowardsthecloset.Iputonat-shirtand

followedKhuleout...

•••

[Chris]

Everytimewethinkwe'vemadeittothenew

peacefulerasomethingalwaysgottocomeup. 

Me:"HaveItoldyouhowbeautifulyouwiveslook

today?"Theyalllookatandlaugh. 

Khethiwe:"Iknowyou'reabouttoaskforsomething

Dubebutthankyou"wealllaugh. 



Calvin:"Isthathowbadweare?" 

Katlego:"Yes.OnlyTylercomplimentsoutofthe

blue" 

Khule:"We'resowrongthen.Pardonus.Thankyou

forthebeautifulchildrentoo" 

Lelo:"Itsnotlikewehadachoice."Theylaugheven

harder

Katlego:"Haveyouguysheardaboutthemalebirth

control?" 

Calvin:"Wedonotneedthose" 

Katlego:"Youdoactuallybecauseourbirthcontrols

arenonexistenttoyoursermen"Yolichoked.I

passedherwaterwhileQuintonpatherback. 

Khule:"AreyouokayMamshazi?" 

Yoli:"YeahI'mgood.Justthiseggwentdownthe

wrongpipe"

Weatesilently.TheintercombuzzedIwastheone

togetupfirst.

Itwasourguys. 



Me:"Wouldyouguysmindborrowingusthisfloor?" 

Lelo:"Withpleasure.Wearegonnagograbsome

swimsuits" 

Khethiwe:"Weare?" 

Lelo:"Yes.Wespokeaboutthislastnight" 

Kat:"Sideeffectsofhavingalittleone.Let'sgo.I'm

paying"

Shegavemeakissandtheywalkedaway.

Khulewenttotellthehelpingladiestogoupstairs.

Theguyswalkedin.Weexchangedgreetings. 

Me:"Ibelieveyouknowwhoweare" 

Carter:"Wedoandveryhonouredtobeworkingwith

you?" 

Me:"Doyouhavegoodnewsforus?" 

Carter:"Yes.BrianNzimaisthewitnessandheis

keptinPolicecustodyinEastLondon" 

Khule:"Comebackwithhisheadtomorrow

morning" 



Carter:"Uh...itsnotaseasybut-" 

Quinton:"Didn'tyoujusthearawordhesaid?We

wanthishead"

Carter:"He'swatchedbythehawks" 

Me:"Aretheyimmortal?" 

Carter:"NoSir" 

Me:"Ithoughtasmuch.Whoarethe2suspects?" 

Carter:"Haven'tgottenthenamesyetbuttheywere

definitelythere" 

Me:"Therewasonly6ofusandnoneofushasbeen

arrested" 

Carter:"Could'vebeenamislead" 

Calvin:"Toomuchbabbling.Getlostandbringus

thathead"

Henoddedandtheybidusgoodbye. 

Khule:"I'msigningthecompanyofftoBonga" 

Me:"Don'ttellmeyou'realreadythrowinginthe

towel" 



Tyler:"Thatisforthebestactually" 

Me:"Whatdoyouknowcheeseboy?" 

Tyler:"I'malawyerbyprofessionDrDube.AndThe

Dubeconstructionisn'tatstakeherebutDube

logisticsandeverythingthatyouandQuintonownis.

Khulecouldsayheboughthishouseswiththe

moneyhemadeatdad'scompanybutyouguys..." 

Quinton:"Whatdoyousuggestwedo?" 

Tyler:"SignyourthingsovertoBongaorYoli...nope

notYoliyouhavetobemarriedfirst" 

Calvin:"Whatifyouguysturnyourselvesin?"Weall

lookedathim."Andnegotiated.Howmuchdidyou

score?" 

Me:"Millions" 

Calvin:"Sayyou'rewillingtopaybackthatmoney" 

Quinton:"Andwakethedeceased?" 

Calvin:"Shitthere'sthat.I'msonervous.Ifeellike

there'snowayoutofthisone.Iftheyhavethe

personwhoplannedthewholethingthenitsbad" 



Me:"Youaren'thelping" 

Khule:"We'llburndownallmagistratecourtsand

policestationsifwehaveto.WejustneedBrian

dead" 

Quinton:"WeneedthatnutcaseJasontohackinto

thestatessystemandformateverything"

Khule:"Thatisn'tapieceofcakeQuinton" 

Q:"Doyouhavesomethingbetterinmind?Maybeif

weren'thighoncocainetheonlythingwe'dbe

worriedaboutispayingbackthatmoneyandserve

lessthanweshouldbehindbars" 

Khule:"Sonowitsallmyfault?" 

Us:"Yes!" 

Me:"Itwassupposedtobesmooth,harmlessbut

youandMpisidecidedotherwise.2copsincluded.

Doyouthinkwe'llservelessthan25years?" 

Khule:"Idon'thavetimeforthis"hegrabbedhiscar

keysandwalkedout.

Quintonthudthecoffeetable.



Itookaseatonthecouchandburiedmyfaceonmy

hands.Thismightbetheendofus...

•••

[Khethiwe]

Theyweretoocarefree.Ican'tbetheonlywhosaw

whathappenedlastnight.Ihadnocouragetoask

Tylerwhatisgoingon.

Lelo:"MamakaBanzi"sheshoutedIstartled. 

Me:"mmh?" 

Kat:"Whereareyou?" 

Me:"I'mjustthinkingifBanziischanged" 

Yoli:"Iknowyou'renot.I'malsoconcernedtoo"I

frownedather."Thebankheist." 

Lelo:"Whataboutit?" 

Yoli:"Ithinktheyhadsomethingtodowithit" 

Me:"Iftheyarewearefucked" 

Kat:"Bywhat?" 

Me:"LifeKatlego.Ifthere'sawitnessthatmeans



they'redefinitelygoingtojail"

Kat:"Thatwillprovehowmuchwegotthis.You

heardthoseweakasscompliments?Thatwasthe

waytotellustheyaregoingaway" 

Me:"Iwon'tbeabletohandleit" 

Yoli:"Metoo.Ican'tevenlookQintheeye" 

Lelo:"Wellyoubetterbeable" 

Me:"15peopledeceased?Noguysthat'stoomuch" 

Kat:"Wellthat'sthekindofmenwechoseamongst

thebillions.AndIhighlydoubtTylerwasinvolvedin

anyway.Hewasstillachild" 

Me:"YoumayneverknowKatlegothisisavery

weirdfamily" 

Yoli:"Sothethingoftheirspermbeingstrongisa

realthing?"Welookedatherandlaughed. 

Kat:"Haveyouguyspoppedthecherry?" 

Yoli:"YesandIregretit.WhatifI'malready

pregnant?"

Lelo:"Isthataproblem?" 



Yoli:"Yes.Hemightgotojail.Idon'twannago

throughthatpainofbeingpregnantwhilemyfiance

islockedup" 

Me:"Ithinkweshouldfast.Nothingbeatsprayer" 

Yoli:"Godwouldprobablylaugh" 

Lelo:"Stopit.Aslongastheyhaven'ttoldusthen

thatmeanstheyarehandlingit" 

Yoli:"Youshould'veseenthelookonthetwinsface.

Theyaren'thandlingittrustme" 

Kat:"ThatmakestheDubescollapsesweetheart" 

Me:"There'sawitness" 

Yoli:"Yes"

LeloandKatlookedatuswithdisappointedfaces. 

Kat:"Maybeyouguysshouldtakeavacationto

Dubaibecausewowthisisnotimeforyournegative

energy"

Weshruggedandsippedonourcocktails...

•••



*3dayslater*

[Quinton]

Shegotinwithshoppingbags.Sikelelarantome.I

pickedherup.SisekelojustheldontoYoli'sdress.

Wearen'tbestoffriendslately. 

Me:"Howwasshopping?" 

Sikelela:"Chips" 

Me:"Ohreally?Isn'tmommythebest?"Shegiggled

andkissedmeandIputherdown.

Me:"GotomamLelo.Shehascandy"

Theycheeredandranaway.Itookadeepbreath. 

Me:"Hey" 

Yoli:"Hi" 

Me:"Didn'ttheygiveyouhardtime?"

Yoli:"No.I'llgopackthese"Igrabbedherarmbefore

shecouldtakeonestepfurther. 

Me:"Howlongareyougoingtoactlikethis.Whatis

reallywrongwithyou?"



Yoli:"There'snothingwrongwithme.I'mjustwaiting

foryoutomanupandactuallytellmewhywere

theregunsinmyhouse,whydidyoucomehome

bruisedthenightthatadetectivewho'shandlingthe

bankheistcasewaskilled?" 

Me:"Youdon'tthinkIdidit,doyou?"

Yoli:"Withallthisscheming,strangemenoutside

ourgate,midnightmeetingswithyourbrother.I

honestlywouldn'tputitpastyouQuinton"

Shesnatchedherarmawayandwalkedupthe

staircase.Irubbedmyfacefrustrated.

ItookmyphoneandcalledKhule.

"We'rehere"Iturnedaroundandendedthecall. 

Me:"Iwasn'texpectingyouthissoon"

Chris:"Thatjudgeiskak"

Me:"Shhhkeepitdown"

Iledthewayupstairstomyoffice.

Tyler:"Areyoutryingtosmokeyourselftodeath?"

Hesnatchedawaymycigarette. 



Me:"Ithelpsmethink" 

Khule:"TherearecamerasatDetectiveNkosi's

hotel"IlookedatChris. 

Chris:"Itwashidden." 

Me:"Youtoldmethecoastwasclearman!" 

Chris:"That'swhatIthoughttooOkay?Iwouldn't

haveknownthere's2morefuckinghidonthelight

bulbs" 

Me:"Doyouknowwhatthatmeans?"

Thedeafeningsoundofhelicoptermadeuscover

ourearsandthenweheardloudscreams.Weallran

out.

Myloungehadturnedblackwithhawkspointingbig

gunsatmywomenwhowerecryinghysterically.

"Standrightthere!KeepyourhandswhereIcansee

them.QuintonDube?"

Khule:"Yes"Ilookedathim.Heputhishandsupand

slowly

Me:"Whatthefuckareyoudoingman?" 



Khule:"Shutthefuckup"hemumbledashewent

down.Iattemptedfollowing. 

Hawk:"Isaidstandrightthere.QuintonDubeyou're

underarrestformurderingthemanwhohad

purposeofservingjusticetothecommunityviolated

byhardcorecriminalslikeyou,DetectiveNathiNkosi.

Youhaveeveryrighttoremainsilent.Everythingyou

saycanbeusedagainstyouinacourtoflaw"Ican't

letthishappen.

Me:"I'mQuinton"Irusheddownthestairs.They

blockedmyway."He'snotQuinton" 

Khule:"Don'ttryandtakeafallformeKhulekanistay

back!" 

Me:"Manwhatareyoudoing?" 

Hawk:"Wedon'thavealldayDubeboys.Takehim

away"

Theydraggedhimaway. 

Me:"Khulekani!"Theypushedmedowntothefloor

andkickedme.KatlegoandLelotriedgettingthem

tostopbuttheyblockedthemaway.



Theykickedmeuntiltheyhadenough.

Hesquattedbeforeme. 

Sizwe:"IwillfinddirtonyoutooandIwon'tstoptillI

findit."Hechuckled."TellyourbrotherIwillhaveall

thatsugartomyselfandthishousewillbemine

soonsinceheisn'tgettingout"

Hegotupandkickedmesohardonmystomach.I

groanedinagony.Helaughedandledthewayout.

Iclosedmyeyes.Iwillkillhim.Iwillfreakinmurder

himtonight.Nottomorroworanydaybuttonight!...
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[Khethelo]

Nhlelo:"Khethelo!" 

Me:"Yeah?"



Nhlelo:"Comequickly"

Irushedouttothelounge.

Me:"What?"Shepointsatthet.v.

There'sapictureofQuintonontheleftfarcorner.I

tooktheremoteandincreasedthevolume.

"MrQuintonDubeisbelievedtoappearincourtnext

yearonthe5thofFebruary.Willcatchyouafterthe

adbreak..."

Me:"Whatdidtheysayhedid?" 

Nhlelo:"HemurdereddetectiveNkosi.I'mshocked

fordays"

Ihandedherthecellphone. 

Me:"PleasecallKhuleformeandaskifeverythingis

okay,ifhe'sokay" 

Nhlelo:"Ofcoursenot.Hisbrothermurderedastate's

person,he'sarrestedandalloverthenews"

Me:"Justcallhim!"

Irushedbacktomybedroomandtookmyphone.I

calledYoli.Itrangunanswered.



Ichangedintofreshclothesandwalkedout.

Me:"Canyoulookafterthem?"

Nhlelo:"He'snotanswering" 

Me:"Okay.Canyoulookafterthekids?"

Nhlelo:"Yeah.Youwon'tfindusherethough.We'll

gohome"

Me:"Okay.Byeguys"theywaved.Theydon'tabout

meatall.WhenTylerbroughtthemonSundaythey

criedforhimlikecrazy.

Itookthecarkeysandleft.

MyphonerangasIdroveaway. 

Me:"Hey" 

Yoli:"Itakeityou'veseenthenews" 

Me:"YesIhave.Howareyouholdingup?"

Yoli:"Canyoucomehere?Weneedtotalk"

Me:"I'mactuallyonmywaythere" 

Yoli:"Okay.Seeyouwhenyougetherethen"

Me:"Okdear"



Ihungupandspedup...

•••

[Yoli]

Imixeddettolandabitofsaltinabowlofwarm

waterandtookatowelandwalkedbacktotheroom.

Hewasstillsleeping.Iplaceditbesidethebedand

cleanedtheslidingdoor.

Idon'tknowhowIfeelaboutthissituation.Icouldn't

sleepatnight.Wefoughtaseriouswarlastnight

keepinghimin.HewantedtogoafterSizwe.Ifhis

brothersweren'therehe'dprobablywould'vegone

aheadanddoonlyGodknowswhattothatman.

"IfitdriesoutI'llbehardtoblenditin"Istartleda

bit. 

Me:"You'reup"

Quinton:"YesIam.Goodmorning"

Me:"Morning"Iputdownthenapkinandthecleaner

andwenttohim."You'restillbruised."Isaidpicking

upthebasin. 

Quinton:"Thatmakesitmorepainful"



Me:"It'llbefine"

Icarefullyplacedtheclothonwherehe'sbruised.He

grunted. 

Quinton:"Areyoumadatme?"Ishookmyheadand

continuedpressingonhisforehead."LookbabeI-" 

Me:"Idon'twannahearit.Youkillamanandthen

youaskmeifI'mmadatyou?WellIamfurious

Quinton.Iamscared,youdon'tknowhowmuchit

tookmetoevensharethisbedwithyoulastnight" 

Quinton:"IdidwhatIhadtodookay?" 

Me:"Carelessly?" 

Quinton:"Chris..."hepaused."Hesaidthecoastwas

clear"Ifelthotflushes.Igotup.

Me:"He'salsoa..."Igulped. 

Quinton:"Killer?Nohe'snotbutwewerealltogether

inthatheist" 

Me:"Butwhy?Yourparentswerethereforyouguys!"

Iwascrying.Thethoughtofthemallgoingtojail

madeknotsonmystomach.Whoarewegonnabe

leftwith?



Quinton:"Mphangisenimadesurewehatedhis

money.Ihatedhismoneysowehadtomakeour

ownonewayortheother" 

Me:"Andkilled15people?" 

Quinton:"Thatwasamistake.Mpisi,Mottomotto

andKhuleshotthosepeople"

Me:"Ineedair"heblockedmyway.

Quinton:"IhadtodoitYolanda.Ifitcomesoutwe

wereinvolvedthestatewillconfiscateeverything.

I'veworkedsohardtobehere.Itsbeen11yearsof

hellbecausethatmoneywasenoughtobuymea

littlehouseinDiepkloofandtherestIusedtostart

mycompanyofwhichwasnowalktothepark.AllI

wantedwastogivemysiblingsandourkidsabetter

lifeandleavethemalegacytocarryuntiltheDubes

areforgottentheyeverexisted.ImagineifIlostitall.

Mydaughterswouldbecomestrippersorprostitutes

andmysonsbethievesanddiebeforetheyeven

turn30." 

Me:"SohowisitgoingtohelptokillNkosi?"He

clearedhisthroat. 



Quinton:"Let'sjustsaythere'snowitnessanymore" 

Me:"Youkilledthewitnesstoo?" 

Quinton:"No.Butwegavehimaninjectionthatwill

messuphismind"

WhoisthismandearGod? 

Me:"ItoldKhethelotocomehere" 

Quinton:"OkayI'llseeyoulater"hesaidpullinghis

pants.

Me:"Whereareyougoing?" 

Quinton:"TodowhatIhavetodotogetKhuleout" 

Me:"Ohhok"

Hekissedmyforeheadandheadedout.Icollapsed

onthebed.

Khethelo:"EarthtoYoli"Istartled.

Me:"Ughalotisgoingoninmymind.Thatwas

fast" 

Khethelo:"IliveatMusgravenotPineTown" 

Me:"Yeahright.Youmaytakeaseat"Shepulledthe



vanitychairandfaceditmydirection.

Khethelo:"Itssoquietinhere.Where'severyone?" 

Me:"Theyarestillinbed.They'reastiredasIambut

worseIguesscausetheyarestillsleeping." 

Khethelo:"Theyneverstayinjailhe'llbeoutinno

time" 

Me:"That'sthething.Itsnothimwhotheytook" 

Shefrowned."Khuletookthefall"shedidn'tlook

surprisednorupset. 

Khethelo:"Welltheyhaveanattorneyunderthisroof

sohe'ssorted" 

Me:"Butdoyouthinkthere'sanythingtheycando?

There'ssolidproof" 

Khethelo:"They'llgetsomeonetomakethedocket

disappearliketheydidwithmine"

Me:"What?" 

Khethelo:"Yes."Ifannedmyeyes."Don'tevenputso

muchpressureonyourself.Turnablindeyeto

everythingthatishappeningifyouwanttosurvive



hunbecausehecouldreallyusesomeonestrongby

hisside" 

Me:"Itssohard.IthoughtIcouldhandleitbutI'm

failing.Didyouknowaboutthatheist?" 

Khethelo:"No.Isawhisemailtomottomottothe

otherday.ThisNkosiwashandlingthecase?" 

Me:"Yeah" 

Khethelo:"That'sbad" 

Me:"YouknewChrisisalsolikethem?"

Khethelo:"Hewas.Hebecameapastor6yearsback

whentheyalldecidedtobedecentpeople"

Me:"Wellheknewtheyweregoingtomurderthat

poorman" 

Khethelo:"TheyareMphangiseni'ssonssothis

behaviorisexpected.WhydidthisNkosiresurfacea

casefrom10yearsago?Heaskedforthis" 

Me:"PeoplediedthereKhethelo.Theirfamiliesstill

wantjustice" 

Khethelo:"Theywon'tgetit.Theperpetratorsare



masterminds.Ireallyfeelsorryforthembut

wantingjusticewilljustwastethetaxpayers

money."Isighedandthengotuptomakethebed.

Me:"Let'sgogetsomethingtoeat" 

Khethelo:"Nowthatyou'vementioneditIam

starving"welaughed.

Me:"How'stopdeck?" 

Khethelo:"Khuletoldmykidstohateme.They

prefertobewithNhlelo" 

Me:"Theycanfeeltheheavinessinyourheart" 

Khethelo:"OhwellIhopethey'llbefriendlywhenI

getbackcausemyheartislightnow" 

Me:"Why?" 

Khethelo:"Khuleisinjail.Ipraytheybeathisass"

Me:"Khethelo!"Shelaughed."You'reawitchyou

knowthat?" 

Khethelo:"Abit"

Shecrackedeggswithasmileonher.Igiveup...



•••

[Quinton]

Idroveintothepolicestation.Isawthatidiotcome

out.

Hemusthaveseenthepersonalizedplate.Hecame

towardsthecar.Heknockedonthewindow.I

pressedforittoslidedown.Hesmirked. 

Sizwe:"Abeautifulfaceyouhavehere.Areyouhere

foryourbrother?"

Me:"YouknowI'mgoingtokillyouright?" 

Sizwe:"Mamngunimadeyousoft.Idoubtyoustill

haveitinyou.Thepersonwhocankillisinsideso

nahI'mnotworried" 

Me:"That'stheinterestingpart" 

Sizwe:"RightnowI'monmywaytoyourbrother's

houseandconsolehiswife.Mightgivehersome

dick-"myfistlandedonhisface.Iopenedthedoor

andpunchedhimtillhewasonthefloor.Ikicked

himacoupleoftimesandbroughthimup. 

Me:"Daresetyourfoottomyhouseornearmywife.



Iwillkillallyourfamilyyouhearme?"Henodded

rapidly."Nowgetinthiscar.DarereportmeIwill

makesureyoudon'tseetheendoftoday"Iletgoof

him.Herushedtohiscarwithoutlookingback.

Ilookedaround.Therewasnooneibsight.I

followedhim. 

Me:"Heypussy.Tellyourbuddiestoflushtoday's

footageoryouwillfollowNkosi" 

Sizwe:"Therearenocamerashereyoufool"

Iimitatedslappinghimheducked.Ilaughedand

walkedbacktomycar.

Itookmyphoneandwalletthenlockeditup.

IcalledCharlesasIwalkedaroundtotheentrance. 

Charles:"Baby" 

Me:"WhyisthatmotherfuckerstillaliveCharles?" 

Charles:"Bossladytoldmenotto" 

Me:"Arefuckingkiddingme?Who'syourboss

Charles?" 

Charles:"BothofyoubutIlistentotheonewho



cooksnicefoodandoffersmemoremoney...ey

mabebezacomehere.LookI'dliketostayandchat

buttheseDurbanbabesarecallingmyname" 

Me:"Futsek"

Ihungup.

'WheredidyougetmoneytosendCharles?'

IsenttoYoli.

'Fromyouraccount'-Yoli

'Youdon'twantyourboyfriendtodie?"-Me

'Idon'twantallmyhusbandstogotojail.Tyleris

comingwithbreakfast'-Yoli

'Okthankyou.Iloveyou'-Me

'Stayoutoftroubleifyoureallyloveme'Yoli

'Iwillmahlobo.Iloveyou'-Me

'Okay.Iloveyoubutnottoday'-Yoli

'Ouch'-Me

'HaveyouseenKhule?'-Yoli

'Notyet.Justwalkedin'-Me



'Sendmyloveandtellhimtotellthepolicehe'snot

you'-Yoli

'HhaiboYolandaI'mclaustrophobic'-Me

'Youwouldn'tbeabadboyifyouwere'-Yoli

'Respectyourelderplease'-Me

'Stopactinglikeababythen.Bye'-Yoli

IsighedandtoldthefoolbehindthecounterthatI'm

hereformybrother. 

Him:"Waituntil10am" 

Me:"No" 

Him:"It'sthelaw" 

Me:"Tohellwithlaw.Whyareyouevenwearinga

bulletproofvest?Dothugscomeheretostealyour

pensandstamps?" 

Him:"Mrthatisuncalledfor" 

Me:"CallMncube.TellhimI'mhere" 

Him:"Areyourich?" 

Me:"NobutI'mlivingacomfortablelife" 



Him:"Okaycome.Peoplewhousuallycomehere

andaskforMncubearefilthyrich" 

Me:"Don'twishtobethem.Ittookthemalottobe

wheretheyare" 

Him:"I'driskanythingtoberich" 

Me:"Youdon'tmeanthattrustme" 

Him:"I'dgiveupmygrandmaforsacrifice"I

laughed. 

Me:"Whatdidtheoldladydotoyou?" 

Him:"SheateallmyinheritanceandIcouldn'tfurther

mystudies" 

Me:"Howoldareyou?" 

Him:"27" 

Me:"Doyoustillwanttostudy?" 

Him:"Yes.Ihaveraisedmoneyandwillstartnext

year" 

Me:"TellMncubetogiveyoumybusinesscardand

givemeacall" 



Him:"YesSirIwill"heunlocksthecell."Whoa.How

doesthepoliceknowtheygottherightone?" 

Me:"Ihavebeard" 

Him:"Still" 

Me:"What'syourname?" 

Him:"NhlakaniphoMthombeni.Justringthisbell

whenyou'redone" 

Me:"Trustmeyou'llcometodragmeout"he

laughedandlockedthenwalkedaway.

Khule:"Thisplaceissopeaceful." 

Me:"Arejailimpactskickingin?" 

Khule:"Ineedsuchaplacetothinkmylifethrough" 

Me:"Whatthehellisgoingonwithyouman?" 

Khule:"Everything.Khetheloleftme,likethatwasn't

enoughshekilledmybaby" 

Me:"Youcanalwaysmakeanotherone" 

Khule:"Iwantthatoneshekilled" 

Me:"Stoptorturingyourself.Doyoufeellikegoing



home?" 

Khule:"No.LetmebehereuntilFebruary" 

Me:"No.You'rereallycrazy" 

Khule:"I'vestoppedmyself3timesfromkillingher.

I'vebeengoingtoherplaceatnight.It'sbetterifI'm

here" 

Me:"Youwhat?Youneedhelp" 

Khule:"No.Ineedherdead!" 

Me:"Hellno!That'sthemotherofourchildren" 

Khule:"LeaveIneedtobealone" 

Me:"I'llgetyououtofherebyFriday" 

Khule:"That'stomorrow" 

Me:"NextweekisChristmas.OurfirstChristmas

withPhila.Youcan'tmissthat"

Khule:"Mncubewouldn'tmindtotakemehomeon

thatdayandbringmeback" 

Me:"Noyou'regoinghometomorrow" 

Khule:"I'llcomebackhereforkillingKhethelo



anyway.Didyoubringmecigarettes?" 

Me:"Yeah."

Ihandeditoverandwatchedhim.Heneedshelp.

Iheardvoices.Mthombeniappeared. 

Mthombeni:"I'mback.Ihopeyoudon'tmindItooka

piecefromyourfood" 

Me:"Notatall.Tylerdoyouhavecashonyou?" 

Calvin:"Ido"hegavehim.

Mthombeni:"Thankyousomuchbrother." 

Chris:"Sinceyourgrandmadoesn'tbakeon

Christmasyoucanjoinus.Ourwivesdo" 

Mthombeni:"Really?I'dlovethat"

Helockedandwalkedaway.

Khule:"Whatareyouupto?"

Me:"Nothing.He'sjustayoungmanandvery

driven" 

Khule:"Don'tusehimforanything"

Me:"Iwanttopayforhisstudies.Whatyouthinkwe



plannedthis?"

Khule:"Iwouldn'tputitpastyou"

Calvin:"Hecouldbeyourreplacement"welaughed. 

Tyler:"He'sreallynice" 

Calvin:"SoIhavesomeonetogetyououtofhere"

Khule:"Idon'twannagetoutofhere"

Chris:"What?"

Me:"Ithinkhe'ssufferingsomesortofmental

sickness"

Tyler:"Heis.Nodoubt"

Calvin:"Youwillgetoutofhereeitherway.Thisis

theChristmasnottobemissed"

Me:"ThankyouCal" 

Khule:"Yourtimeisoveryoucanleavenow" 

Tyler:"Hereisfood.Eat"

Wesatnexttohimandweate.Tylerstartedwithhis

storieswhilehewasstillafuckboy....

•••



[Bonga]

Happy'smomfinallyagreedtoletthemsleepoverat

myplace.TodayI'mgoingtoDurban.

Wewokeupwithmyhoneys,bathed,fedandwent

tothelounge.Weusedthebedroomdownstairs

becauseitsamissiontocarrythemupstairs.

Happycameout.Shedidnotlookpleasedatall.She

gavemethetablet. 

Happy:"Andyouwantmetodateyouandraisemy

kidsinsuchanenvironment"

Me:"Yourkidsenvironmentismyhousenotofmy

fathersandbesidesdon'tgoaroundbelieving

everythingyoureadontheseblogs" 

Happy:"There'sproofthatyourfatherkilledthatman

Bonga!" 

Me:"Idon'tseehowthatconcernsus" 

Happy:"Inawaythatlastnightwasamistake.I

can'tdothis.Thatwouldbeputtingmychildrenin

danger"Ilookedatherpuzzled."I'mleaving" 

Me:"Wedidn'tagreeonthat" 



Happy:"Idon'tcarewhatweagreedon.I'mleaving" 

Me:"Knowwhat?Itried.Ican'tputmylifeonhold

anymoreHappy.Myfathersarebadpeoplebecause

there'snothingtheywouldn'tdotoprotectus,their

family.Evenifitmeanskilling.That'swhotheyare

andtheywillnotchangejustbecausewewanttobe

involvedinmychildren'slives.Goonaheadand

contactmewhenyou'rematureenoughto

understandthatourlifeisn'ttheseexpensivecars

andmultimillionhouses.It'smorethanthat"

Ipickedtwoofthekidsandwenttothegarage.I

buckledthemupandfetchedtheremainingtwo. 

Me:"Getthebags"

Ibuckledthemuptooandreversedthecaroutof

thegarage.Shecameout. 

Me:"I'llsendmoneylater" 

Happy:"Aren'tyoudrivingus?" 

Me:"No.Youcanuseit" 

Happy:"I'msorry" 

Me:"Itscool"



Iwalkedbackinside.IcalledMamKatlego.

Katlego:"Tellmeyou'reattheairport" 

Me:"Gonnabathandcome.Ohandalsofetch

Mtho" 

Katlego:"What'swrongwithhiscar?" 

Me:"Nothing.We'lljusttraveltogether" 

Katlego:"Okaybaby.How'sHappyandthekids?" 

Me:"Thekidsarefine.I'vetriedeverythingwith

Happy.JustwhenIthoughtwewerefineshesees

anarticleaboutBaba'sarrestandthenboomshe

can'tdothis" 

Katlego:"Letherbe.She'sstilltooimmaturetobe

yoursifsuchthingsstillshakeherup" 

Me:"That'swhatIthought" 

Katlego:"Justcomehome"

Me:"Iwill.ShouldIbuymeat?" 

Katlego:"Yes.Wecoulddowithsomebraaing" 

Me:"Okay"



WebideachothergoodbyeandIwenttoshower...

•••

[Yoli]

Shethrewherselfnexttome. 

Katlego:"Idon'tthinkthey'llbebackanytimesoon" 

Me:"Theyshouldanswertheirphonesatleast" 

Katlego:"Don'tworry.Theyareokay" 

Me:"IsLeloasleep?" 

Katlego:"Longgone"

Myofficemonitorwailed. 

Me:"Uhh!Whatisitnow"

Itookmyphone.Andcalledthesecuritycompany. 

Katlego:"Whatisit?" 

Me:"Itstheoffice.Therewasmotiondetected"

Itstopped. 

Katlego:"Let'sgocheckitout" 

Me:"Its10pm" 



Katlego:"Iknowwhere'sChris'sgun"

Me:"Katlego!"

Shelaughedandwentupstairs.

Iputonmyshoes.Myphonerang.

Me:"Finally"

Quinton:"We'reabitbusywithsomething.The

securitycompanyisfacingsomecomplications

rightnow.Theyhave2carsandtheyareoccupied" 

Me:"Ithascomeoffbutwe'llgocheckwith

Katlego" 

Quinton:"OkayBongaandarealsoontheirway

there" 

Me:"Okaythanks"

Katlegocameback.Wetookthecarkeysandleft.

...

Katlego:"Takethis.Ifyoufindathug.Shoot" 

Me:"OhhKatlegoI'mafraidtotouchit" 

Katlego:"Takeit.I'mgoingtotheloo"



Isighedandtookit.Iputitinmyhoodiepocketand

walkedtowardsmyoffice.Iattemptedtounlockbut

thedoorpushedopen.Myheartskippedabit.I

mightusethisthing.

Iputmyhandinthepocketandusedtheotherone

toturnonthelights.

Me:"Youmustbeshittingme"hesmiled. 

Sizwe:"Youlikeit?" 

Me:"Getthehellout!" 

Sizwe:"YoumeanIsetallthisupandyougonnajust

givemethatattitude?"

Ipulledhisfilthyrugoutthewinesplitalloverthe

place.

Icameback.Hewasstillseatingonmychair. 

Me:"Mysonsaregonnabehereanyminuteand

there'sgonnabetroubleifyoudon'tleave" 

Sizwe:"Youmeanthatboywho'soldenoughtobe

yourboyfriend?" 

Me:"Doyouwantmetocallthepolice?"



Sizwe:"Iamthepolice"

Hegotupandwalkedtowardsme.Imovedaside.

Hepulledmecloseandtriedtokissme.Ipushed

him.Hecamebackwithforce,pinnedmeagainst

thewallandtriedtoundomybutton.Iscreamed. 

Me:"Katlego!HELP!!!"

Sizwe:"Shutup!"Hecoveredmymouthandkissed

meallovermyface.Tearscamedownrolling.

Itookoutthegun.Hishandwasnowtouchingmy

vagina.

Ihithimontheheadwithitcountlesstimeshefell

down.Ipointeditathimandfired.Iheardhimgrunt.

Isawbloodtrailingaway.

Katlego:"YoliIheard-"shefroze.

Icriedsoloud.WhathaveIdonedearlord....

[2/26,10:49]Zozaness:49

.

[Katlego]

Sheputherphoneinherearwithherhandsshaking.



Isnatchedit. 

Me:"Whatareyoudoing?" 

Yoli:"I'mcallingthepolice"

Me:"FortheloveofGodcanyoustopcryingand

focus?Doyouwannagotojail?" 

Yoli:"Ijustkilledaman.Weneedthepolice.Letme

atleastcallmyfather"She'sreallyachild.Ichecked

Sizwe'spulse."Nowisnotthetimetocallthedaddy

northepolice,wellunlessyou'retryingtogotojail.

Thesecurityguyswillshowupsoon,bythenthis

bodyshouldnotbehere.Orthisblood.Stop

whinningandgetthingstocleanthisblood"

IdialledChirs.Heansweredrightaway. 

Me:"Weneedyouhere" 

Chris:"Iseverythingokay?" 

Me:"No.We'reindeeptrouble" 

Chris:"We'reonourwaythere.Wasthereabreak

in?" 

Me:"Worse.Justhurryup"



Ihungup.Yoliwasstillgluedtothefloor.Iwentto

thecabinetandlookedforcleaningequipment. 

Me:"Wheredoyoukeepdomestos?"Shepointedto

theupperone.Ifounditallthere.Ipouredwaterin2

5Lbuckets.Igotthecleaningclothes.Ihandedher

thebucket. 

Yoli:"Thereareglovesareintheshelf" 

Me:"Getthem!Yolanda!" 

Yoli:"Stop!" 

Me:"Noyoustop!He'sdead.Beinggluedherewill

notwakehimup" 

Yoli:"Arewegonnatakethebodytothemortary

afterwards?" 

Me:"Nowe'llburyit" 

Yoli:"What?Itgetbefoundsoonerorlater" 

Me:"Anditwon'tbeourproblemthen.Getthe

gloves"

Shefinallymoved.Shetookthemoutandgavemea

pair.



Thedooropened. 

Bonga:"Ohshit"

Me:"Where'sMtho?" 

Bonga:"Outside.Whathappenedhere?" 

Me:"Keephimaway.Hecan'tseethis" 

Bonga:"Ishedead?" 

Yoli:"Doeshelookalivetoyou" 

Bonga:"Thatwounddoesn'tkill"

Hesquattedandfelthispulse."Heneedstogetto

thehospitalurgently" 

Me:"He'snotdead?" 

Bonga:"Ifhedoesn'tgethelpinthenext30minutes

hewillbe"

Themenfilledtheoffice.YolirantoQuinton'sarms. 

Yoli:"Ididn'tmeantodoit.GodknowsIdidn't" 

Chris:"Whathappened?" 

Me:"Sheshothim"



Bonga:"Canquestionedbeansweredlater?This

manwilldieanytimefromnow"

Chrissquattedbesidehimandcheckedhispulse. 

Chris:"Callanambulance" 

Tyler:"Andthepolice" 

Me:"Willthatnotgetusintrouble?" 

Tyler:"Hebrokein." 

Yoli:"He...hewastryingtoforcehimselfonme" 

Quinton:"Hewhat?"Weshould'vejustfinishedhim

off.Whobreaksintosomeone'sofficeandtriesto

rapesomeone?HowdidheevenknowthatYoliwill

betheonetoshowup?

...

Wewatchedtheambulancegoaway.

Chrishuggedmefrombehind. 

Chris:"Youdon'thavetolivedirtylikeus" 

Me:"Whatotherchoicedidwehave?"

Chris:"Let'sgohome.I'llrunyouabathandgiveyou



amassage.Yoli'sstatementstakingwon'tend

anytimesoon.She'samess" 

Me:"Nobabewecan'tleavethem" 

Chris:"I'mtiredandverysleepy.Let'swaitinthecar"

Itookhishandandledthewaytothecar...

•••

[Quinton]

Nzuza:"DubeIwanttoknowwherewereyouwhen

thatjerkforcedhimselfonmychild?" 

Yoli:"Dadhe-" 

Nzuza:"Youshutup!Gomakeussomethingto

drink"shegotupandwalkedoff. 

Me:"MshaziIwasouttakingcareofsomethings" 

Nzuza:"Andleftmydaughtertoberaped?" 

Me:"Ths9twasamistakesirI'msorry" 

Nzuza:"Hecould'verapedherDube.Doyou

understandthat?" 

Me:"YesandI'mverymuchregrettinglettinghergo



there" 

Nzuza:"I'mdisappointmentinyou.Iletyoubewith

mydaughterbecauseIbelievedyoucanprotecther

atallcosts" 

Me:"Whathappenedlastnightwasanhonest

mistake.Itwillneverhappen" 

Nzuza:"Itbetternot.I'mtakinghertoseesomeone" 

Me:"I'vealreadyarrangedthat.Youdon'thaveto

worryaboutit"

Nzuza:"Good.I'llcomebylater"

Me:"We'llbeglad"hegulpeddownthewhiskeythat

Yolihadonthetray.Hekissedhercheek. 

Nzuza:"I'llseeyoulaterokay?" 

Yoli:"Okay.Thanksforcoming"

Heheadedtothedoor. 

Tyler:"He'sspittingfire" 

Yoli:"Ishealive?" 

Tyler:"Themonkey?There'shopehe'llmakeit"not



whatIwantedtohear. 

Yoli:"ThatmeansIwon'tbegoingtojail?" 

Tyler:"Youaren'tgoingtojaileitherway.Letmego

bath.Seeingthatassholemademesweat" 

Me:"Thankyou." 

Tyler:"Hasbreakfastbeenserved?"

Yoli:"Yeah.Iputyoursintheoven" 

Tyler:"Thankyoumama"

Heclimbedupthestairs.Isighed. 

Me:"So...areyoureadyforthelady?"

Yoli:"Yes.ButI'mfinereally" 

Me:"Justtobeonthesafeside" 

Yoli:"Right.Whereareyouofftonow?" 

Me:"Meetupwithanoldfriendandthengosee

Khule" 

Yoli:"Okay.Callme" 

Me:"Iwill.Areyougonnajointheothersafter?" 



Yoli:"Thesethingstaketime.Iwilljustpreparea

dish" 

Me:"Thechefsarehereforareason" 

Yoli:"Theyarepeopletoo.Theyshouldspendtheir

timewiththeirfamilies" 

Me:"Wedon'tmindeatingtakeaways" 

Yoli:"I'lldoublecheckwiththeladies" 

Me:"Iloveyou" 

Yoli:"Iloveyou"

Ikissedherforeheadandwentoutthroughthedoor

leadingtothegarage...

•••

[Khethelo]

Ithankedtheofficerandwipedthechair.Hewas

lyingonhisbackfacingtheceiling. 

Khule:"Whatareyoudoinghere?"Iclearmythroat. 

Me:"Toseeyou" 

Khule:"Idon'twannabeseen" 



Me:"WellI'mhere.AndIbroughtyoufood" 

Khule:"DoIlookhungrytoyou?" 

Me:"Yeah" 

Khule:"Youheretopoisonme?" 

Me:"That'saneasywayoutforyou.IfIwantedyou

deadI'dprefertotortureyou"heturnedtosleepon

thesideandfaceme.Ismiledandhandedthebag

over."Yousureashelllike5startreatment,evenin

jails" 

Khule:"ItsthepecksofbeingaDube" 

Me:"That'swhyyou'vebeentryingtokillme?" 

Khule:"Yes" 

Me:"Mmmh.Isthathowmuchyoudon'tcareabout

ourkids?" 

Khule:"There'splentyofpeoplewhocanraisethem" 

Me:"Ithinkyou'resufferingsomesortofmental

sickness." 

Khule:"Getout" 



Me:"Stopthisnonsense.Philaneedsyouhomefor

Christmas.Stopbeingaselfcenteredbastard.The

familiesofeveryoneyou'vekilledfeelsexactlythe

sameway.Stopbeingalittlebabyandmanthehell

up."Igotupandbuzzed.

Khule:"HaveyouboughtthemChristmasclothes?" 

Me:"Yes.AndsentMthomoneytoo" 

Khule:"Thankyou.Andforthefoodtoo.Ittastes

good" 

Me:"Ofcourseitdoes.Thatpoisonshouldstart

workingnow"

Helaughed. 

Khule:"AtleastIwillgetjusticebecausethereare

camerashere" 

Me:"YouknowIwon'tgotoprison.Iwasoncea

Dubewife" 

Khule:"Youstillseemlikeonetome" 

Me:"Bye" 

Khule:"Areyouwearingfakeass?" 



Me:"No.I'vebeendoingsquatshoney" 

Khule:"CanIfeelit?" 

Me:"Mrofficeryoubettercomebeforethisman

doesmebad!"

Helaughed.

Khule:"Sendmenudeswhenyougethome" 

Me:"R1000each" 

Khule:"Makethem10" 

Me:"You'resick"

Theofficercame."Byejailbird"hewaved. 

Me:"Whyisheonaprivatecell?" 

Officer:"I'dhavetokillyouifItoldyou" 

Me:"Notreadyfordeath"helaughed.

...

ItextedNhlelotomeetmeatthemallwiththekids.

MyphonerangasIparked. 

Me:"Mylove" 



Yoli:"Youdon'tevencheckonme" 

Me:"Idon'thaveairtimebaby.AreyouOkay?" 

Yoli:"No.IshotSizwe.He'sinthehospitalfighting

forhislife" 

Me:"Whoa!Whathappened?" 

Yoli:"Hewastryingtorapeme" 

Me:"Wtf?Whichhospitalishein?" 

Yoli:"Notyoutoo" 

Me:"Welltrashlikehimbelongstoagrave.Whothe

helldoeshethinkheis?I'mgonnacomeseeyou

laterokay" 

Yoli:"Bringmykids" 

Me:"Withpleasure" 

Yoli:"Thankyoumfazi.Byefornow" 

Me:"Byemylove"

Ifeltapokeonmyshoulder.Ijumped. 

Me:"Whatthehell!"Ipaused."Youscaredme"itsthe

guythatrescuedmefromsleepingattheparkinglot



theotherday. 

Him:"I'msorry.Inevergotyourname" 

Me:"Khethelo" 

Him:"Ohjayoudid.Ijustwantedtobesure."

Me:"Ohh" 

Him:"I'mKhetha" 

Me:"Thankyouonceagain" 

Khetha:"Itismyresponsibilityasamantomake

surewomenaresafe" 

Me:"Spokenlikeatrueking"

Khetha:"Areyoudriving?" 

Me:"YesIam" 

Khetha:"OhIwantedtoplayheroagain"Ilaughed.

Me:"I'msorry.Nexttime" 

Katlego:"Sisterwife!We'vebeencallingyousince

thedaybegan"wheredidshecomefrom. 

Me:"Youdid?" 



Kat:"YesMrsDube"okay.

Me:"UhhKatlego,thisisKhetha,myneighbor.

KhethathisismysisterKatlego" 

Kat:"NicetoknowyouKhetha.I'msorryI'llhaveto

stealher.We'vebeenwaitingforherforthepast3

hours." 

Khetha:"Noproblemma'am.I'llseeyouaround" 

Me:"Okay.Haveagreatday" 

Khetha:"Thankyou.Youladieshavefun" 

Us:"Thankyou"

Hewalkedaway. 

Me:"Whatthehell?" 

Kat:"HhaibomosadiI'mlookingoutformybrother

inlaw"

Me:"Ughplease.Whyareyouevenhere?WhoisYoli

with?" 

Kat:"Tyler?EmiandLihleandthekids" 

Me:"Areyouallhere?" 



Kat:"Yes.ShoppingforChristmas"

Me:"Ohh.WhyisSizwestillalive?" 

Kat:"He'sincoma" 

Me:"Whyisheincoma.Himbeingalivemeansno

peacefortheDubes" 

Kat:"Exactlymypoint.ItoldChristhesamething" 

Me:"I'llhaveawordwithQ"shesmiled.

Kat:"Stillplayingforourteam.Ilikethat" 

Me:"You'remyfamily"

Theycheered.Ilaughed."Whydoyoualwaystake

over?" 

Lelo:"Becausewecan."Theygotuptohugme.

Khethiwe:"Wemissyoumarn.Whowasthat

douche?" 

Kat:"Herneighbor.Soshesaid" 

Me:"What?I'mnotsupposedtodatenow?"

Lelo:"Datingwho?Yourmanisinjail" 

Me:"Mxmthatpunk" 



Lelo:"AreyoucomingforChristmas?" 

Me:"No.Thekidswillcomethough" 

Khethiwe:"Don'tbeabore." 

Me:"Khulewouldprobablystrangleme.Hehates

me" 

Lelo:"We'llfetchyouonTuesday.Nobodycanbake

muffinsasyou." 

Me:"OhI'maslavenow?"

Kat:"No.Weneedyourmuttoncurryandmuffins" 

Me:"I'llcookitatmyplace" 

Lelo:"No.Wewantyouinthekitchenwithus,drink

wine,getdrunkandlaughatourproblems"we

laughed.Myphonebeeped.

Me:"WellI'llshowup.Letmegomybabiesare

waiting" 

Khethiwe:"Byebaby.Learntokeepyourphoneon

yourhand.You'reforeverunreachable" 

Me:"MTNsignaliskakatmyplace"



Lelo:"ChangetoTelkom" 

Me:"Imight.Bye" 

Them:"Bye"

Myphonebeepedagain.Itwasabanknotification.

ReferenceKhulekaniDube.

Amessagepoppedup.

"Iwillbewaiting"

He'ssocrazy...

•••

[Yoli]

Q'sideaofnotcookingdidn'tworkout.Khethelo

cameandweendeduphereinthekitchen.We've

checkeduponthesewives5timesalready.They

don'tseemliketheyarecominghometoday.

Khethelo:"So...Haveyouseenyourperiods?" 

Me:"Yesthankyou"shelaughed.

Khethelo:"WemustpraisetheLord" 

Me:"Iservealivingone" 



Khethelo:"Yousuredo.Thisisdone.Ishouldget

going"

"Whereto?" 

Khethelo:"Hi.Myplace." 

Khule:"Travelsafe" 

Khethelo:"Thankyou" 

Q:"Nooneisgoinganywhere."Hehuggedher. 

Khule:"Iseeyouwanttosleepwithadrunkwife"

Khethelogasped.

Khethelo:"I'mhurt" 

Q:"There'sawinecabinetinthepantry.Drown

yourselvesmyhunnies"hekissedmycheekand

pulledhisbrotheraway

Khethelo:"Letmetakeawalktothepantry" 

Me:"We'vedrank3bottlesalready" 

Khethelo:"Weneed3more" 

Me:"You'resuchadrunkard" 

Khethelo:"Thankssis" 



Emi:"I'mjustheretogetmyjuice" 

Me:"Whateverbabymama.Noice,putitback" 

Emi:"Yoli" 

Khethelo:"I'llpunchyouintheface"sheleftthe

glassontopofthecounter. 

Me:"YouwantJasontohackourphonesandleak

ournudesshallanythinghappentothatbaby" 

Emi:"Nothingwillhappen"sheshouted

Me:"Drinkwaterfromthetapthen"

...

Thismomentagain.Everyoneishere.Weare

laughing.Wearehappy.There'ssomethingabout

beinggatheredinoneplace.Itboostseachoneof

us.Webecomealittlebetter.Therainjustmadeit

moreintimate.

Katlegogotup. 

Kat:"Attentionplease.I'dhittheglassbuttheseare

limitededition"welaughed."Iwouldlikeustopray"

Weallheldhands.Shestartedpraying."Heavenly



father.Istandherebeforeyouwithmyfamily.

Pleaseforgiveusforallthewrongswe'vedone,you

madeushumanswhosin.Wehappentosinalotin

thisfamily.Mayyouforgiveusforallthosesins,the

oneswecommittedawareandunaware.Wethank

youforthecomfortablelife.Wethankyouforour

kidsandgrandchildren.Wethankyouforour

husbands.Keepusreunitedevenwhenwefailto

toleratedeachother.Weareprayingforasmooth

yearahead.Keepushealthyalmighty.Inthenameof

Jesus.Amen" 

Us:"Amen" 

Cal:"Thatwassmooth" 

Q:"Icanfeeltheholyspiritwithinus" 

Tyler:"Don'tcomenearmyfoodholyspiritI'mvery

hungry"welaughed. 

Khule:"Itsgonnagodownthewrongpipetrustme" 

Tyler:"I'mgonnatakeyoubacktothecell" 

Q:"Yezwe"

Yezwe:"Baba?" 



Q:"Where'sDolly?"

Yezwe:"Dolly?"

Me:"ItsPopibabe" 

Q:"Ohyeah.Mybad"Yezwechuckled. 

Yezwe:"He'sathisparent'shouse" 

Q:"WouldheliketojoinusonChristmas?"Calvin

choked."Drinkwater.Yezwe?" 

Yezwe:"Forreal?" 

Me:"Yeah?Forreal?" 

Q:"Yes.Youlovehimright?" 

Yezwe:"Alot" 

Calvin:"OhMariahelpme" 

Q:"He'sfamilythen.Mtho,wouldNdaloliketo

come?" 

Mtho:"Shedumpedme" 

Khule:"Whatdidyoudo?" 

Hedroppedhiseyes. 



Khethelo:"Itrunsinthefamily"Inudgedher.She

drankawholebottlebyherself. 

Khule:"Peoplemusthavemannersintheirex's

houses" 

Khethelo:"Peoplemustnotstartotherpeople" 

Khule:"People-" 

Lelo:"Okayfolks.Noneedforthat" 

Q:"Bonga?" 

Bonga:"I'mstillsinglebaba" 

Me:"WhataboutHappy?"

Bonga:"Shesaidshedoesn'twannabepartofthis

family" 

Khethelo:"Andyoulethergo?" 

Bonga:"Yup" 

Emi:"Bhuti?"

Q:"Mmmh?"

Emi:"I'mhere"

Q:"So?"



Emi:"I'mnotsingle" 

Q:"Ofcourseyouaren't.GountiehimTyler" 

Me:"Who?"

Tylergotupandwalkedout. 

Calvin:"Areyoureallyinvitingthatheelwearing

boyfriend?" 

Q:"Yes" 

Calvin:"Idon'twannabecalledMrfatherinlaw"we

laughed.

EmiscreamedandrantothewetJason. 

Jason:"Sanibonani" 

Us:"Hey" 

Emi:"Whyareyouwet?" 

Jason:"Yourbrotherstiedmeintoatree" 

Emi:"Bhuti!" 

Q:"Ididn'tknowyouwereasnitchNzima" 

Me:"Takehimupstairstochange.Whatonearthis

wrongwithyouguys?" 



Khule:"Don'tlookatmepeople.Itwashisidea" 

Q:"Yoli'sfatherstilltorturesme.What'ssospecial

aboutJasontobetreatedsmooth?" 

Khethiwe:"Igiveuponyoumbuyazi.Well,TylerandI

havedecidedtotietheknot2weeksafterQandYoli

tietheirs" 

Tyler:"Really?Thankyouthankyoubaby"hekissed

herallover."Ha!I'mgettingmarried.Bongayou're

mybestman" 

Bonga:"Amen" 

Mtho:"Me?"

Tyler:"You'regonnabemyflowerboy" 

Mtho:"Andholdcoldroomkeys?"

Khule:"Nothat'smyjob" 

Q:"YouwillMtho."

Calvin:"Whatawaytosealthisday.Tohappy

beginnings"

Weraisedourglassesanddranktothat...



[2/26,10:50]Zozaness:50

.

[Yezwe]

IwasoncallwithPoppy.Ithadbeenanhourand

noneofuswaswillingtohangup.Ilovehowmuch

weenjoyeachother'scompany.

Thedooropens.Theythrowthemselvesonmybed. 

Me:"Uhmbabe.Apesjustgotinmyroom.Letme

callyoulater"

Popi:"Okaymyhun.Don'tforgetaboutyourDr's

appointmentat3pm" 

Me:"Iwon't.I'llsetareminder" 

Popi:"Okaybye"

Hehungup. 

Me:"Areyoublanketscold?"

Mtho:"Yup." 

Me:"Youcantakethecouch" 

Bonga:"Nothanks.Let'sdosomethingfunlater" 



Me:"That'sdrinking?" 

Mtho:"[Yezwe]

IwasoncallwithPoppy.Ithadbeenanhourand

noneofuswaswillingtohangup.Ilovehowmuch

weenjoyeachother'scompany.

Thedooropens.Theythrowthemselvesonmybed. 

Me:"Uhmbabe.Apesjustgotinmyroom.Letme

callyoulater"

Popi:"Okaymyhun.Don'tforgetaboutyourDr's

appointmentat3pm" 

Me:"Iwon't.I'llsetareminder" 

Popi:"Okaybye"

Hehungup. 

Me:"Areyoublanketscold?"

Mtho:"Yup." 

Me:"Youcantakethecouch" 

Bonga:"Nothanks.Let'sdosomethingfunlater" 

Me:"That'sdrinking?" 



Mtho:"Yes.It'dbeahugemistaketoleavewithout

visitingEyadini,KwaMax,KwaShembe,Egagasini

andButterworthhotel" 

Me:"NoButterworthplease" 

Bonga:"Popiiscomingforbutsomeofus

Butterworthisthewaytogo"

Me:"Aslongasitissafe" 

Bonga:"Sowegoing?"

Me:"Yeah.Wehaven'tdoneanythingexcitingsince

wegothere"

Mtho:"Ihave.I'vebeentoButterworth"

DaddyTcamein. 

Tyler:'AreyoutryingtodieofHIVorsomething?

Come,breakfastisready.Philaistiredofcallingyou

downforbreakfasteveryday.Nexttimeyouwillnot

eatbreakfast" 

Me:"ButItoldmomtocall" 

Tyler:"Evenusasyourfatherswedonotwaittoget

calleddownstairs.Everyoneknowsthatbreakfastis



servedat8" 

Bonga:"ApologiesNyamazane.Itwon'thappen

again.Let'sgo"

Wegotupandfollowedeachotherout.

Khule:"Whydowealwayshavetowaitforyou?" 

Tyler:"TheywerediscussinggoingtoButterworth" 

Yoli:"What?" 

Me:"Weweren't" 

Tyler:"I'mlying?" 

Bonga:"Nobutweweren't.Weapologizeforourthis

inconvenience.Fromtodayonwardswewillcamp

aroundtheloungeinthemorning" 

Kat:"We'dbeglad.Sitdown"

WesatdownandBabasaidgrace...

•••

[Yoli]

Hehuggedmefrombehindandplantedasoftkiss

onmyshoulder. 



Me:"Areyoutryingtogetmetoruinmylipstick?" 

Q:"Theweatherisperfectforustocuddle,whydo

youhavetogo?" 

Me:"Becausewehavepeoplecomingoverfor

Christmaseveandthere'snotenoughfoodinthis

house"heletsgoandcomearoundtositonthe

vanity. 

Q:"Whydoyoualwayslikeitscompulsoryforyouto

cook?" 

Me:"Ilovecooking,sodoeseverywifeinthishouse.

Weprefertoeatfoodmadebyus.Welovethe

gossipandlaughterweshareinthekitchenwhile

cooking.Itcreatesgoodmemories"hesighedand

tookmyhandtokissit. 

Q:"Don'tbelongokay?" 

Me:"I'llbebackbeforeyouknowitbabe.Stop

sulking"wesharedabriefkiss,disturbedbyaknock

onthedoor.Itookmybagandwenttoopen. 

Khethiwe:"Wedon'twannabelate"

Me:"I'mdone.Wecango" 



Q:"Rememberyoulefthusbandsbehind"heshouted

aswewalkeddownthestairs. 

Me:"Withtheseringsonourfingers?Wewon'tmy

love" 

Khethiwe:"He'ssuchabigbaby" 

Me:"Butlikestoacttough"

Welaughed.

Wefinallydriveawayheadingtothegateafter5

minutesofarguingaboutwhoshoulddrive.

Noneofthemwantpersonaldriversandtheyalso

hatedriving.

Me:"OnourwaybackI'mnotdriving" 

Lelo:"That'lldependwhowillhaveheavyloadson

hertroll-OhmyGodwhatthehell?" 

Khethiwe:"Closethewindows!Closethewindows"

Katlegoquicklypressedthebutton.Iwasfrozen.

Theywereeverywhere:Thepolice,thenewspeople

withcamerasandmicrophones.Theycameoutin

numbers.Theywerealloverthecarpattingonthe



windows.Itsagoodthingthey'retinted. 

Katlego:"Whatthefuckishappening?" 

Me:"Ihaveabsolutelynoidea...."Ipause."Ithinkthis

isaboutuSizwe" 

Lelo:"Yoliwhatareyoudoing?Heycomeback!"

Thedoorfinallyopened.

"Heresheis!heresheis!Didyoureallyshoot

detectiveSizwe?"

Allthemicsandcameraswerepointingatme.Iwas

5minutesawayfromgoingblindanddeaf.Icouldn't

taketheamountofflashmyeyeswerereceivingnor

thenoiseofthesepeopletalkingallatonce.

Iwaspavingmywaybacktothehouseofwhichwas

achallengebecausetheywereblockingme,pushing

meback.

"Doyounotregretitthatnowhe'sdead?Don'tyou

wishyouwouldn'thave..."

Ifeltthesunclosertomyface,resultingtodizziness.

Iheardsirenswailingfromadistance.They'rehere



forme.

"Whatdidthatgreatmandotoyoutokillhim?Do

youknowhowmuchheservedthisdepartment?"

Icouldn'tevenseethepersonspeaking.Myeyes

wereblurrywithtears.

"Move!Move!Move!It'stheminister.EverybodyI

saidmove!"

Ifeltpeoplegrabfromeithersides.ItwasKatand

Lelo.

Theyrushedwithmebacktothehouse.Itstarted

rainingjustbeforewegotin. 

Me:"Theysaidhe'sdead" 

Lelo:"Calmdown"

Theyputmeinachairandgavemewaterthen

disappeared.

Icouldn'tholdtheglasssteady.Iputitdownonthe

counter. 

Q:"Baby?Yolanda?"Ifelttearsthreatenmyeyes.He

sawmeandcametohugme."I'msosorrywewere



inthepoolroomandthemusicwasabitloud.I'mso

sorry" 

Me:"I'mscaredofgoingtojail" 

Q:"Youarenotgoingthere" 

Me:"Theministerishere.Itsbad" 

Q:"Fuck"

Thedooropened.Iclosedmyeyesandtightenedmy

griparoundQuinton. 

Quinton:"Turnaway.I'mstilltalkingtomywife" 

Person:"I'mwiththemayorandtheministerSir" 

Quinton:"Evenifyou'rewithGodandhischildren.

Closethedoorandknock"

Thedoorclosed."Lookatme.Yolanda,nowisnot

thetimetobeababyokay?"Inoddedrapidlywhile

wipingmytears."Good.Theyaregonnatakeyou

withthem.Ineedyoutobestrongforthenext

coupleofhourswhileItrytogetyououtofthere" 

Me:"I'mscared" 

Quinton:"IknowsweetheartIknow."



Hekissedmylipsandwalkedtothedoor.

Iheardmanyfootstepswalktowardsme. 

Q:"Mkhonto?Andwhere'stheminister?"

Mkhonto:"I'mhereonhisbehalf.Iguessthisisour

suspect" 

Me:"Nocuffspleaseshe'llwalkvoluntarily" 

Mkhonto:"5startreatmentevenwhengoingtojail?

Fine.Ibroughtthewholearmythinkingyouboyswill

givemeaproblem" 

Me:"Thistitlenyanamakesyouthinkyoubreathe

flavouredairright?Baby,Ipromiseyou,youwon't

spendthenightthereokay?" 

Mkhonto:"Iwouldn'tbetoosureaboutthat."He

turnedtome."MissNzuzayou'vebeenchargedwith

murderofthemanoflawSizweSamabutho.You

havetherighttoremainsilent.Anythingyousaycan

andwillbeusedagainstyouinacourtoflaw.You

havetherighttoanattorney.Ifyoucannotaffordan

attorney,onewillbeprovidedforyou."

Qtookmyhand. 



Mkhonto:"Shewillbeaccompaniedbytheofficials.

Thanksfortheenthusiasm"

Thetwopolicemenwalkedoutwithme.Iwas

holdinginthetears.Idon'tknowforhowlong

though.

Therewasnojournalistinsight.Thegroundwaswet

buttheskyhadnosignsofitcould'verained. 

Mkhonto:"Doyouknowhowmuchequipmentyou

destroyedwiththisstunt?Anddoyouknowhow

muchit'sworth?"

Q:"I'mprettysureitstillwouldn'tbeenoughtofix

thecarthattheybroke"

Theyopenedthedoorforme.IlookedbackatQ,he

nodded.

Igotin.Thedoorsclosed.Everyonewasnow

outside.

Thecarsdroveoff.Ifailedtoholdinthetears....

•••

[Narrated]



*AttheNzuzaresidence*

MrsNzuzaswitchedofftheTVandstoodinfrontof

it. 

Sam:"I'mwatching" 

MrsNzuza:"Iknowyoukilledthatboy.Doyouknow

howmuchdamageyou'vecaused?"

Sam:"I'mwatchingtvbaby.Canwepleasetalk

aboutthislater?"

MrsNzuza:"No!Yourdaughterisarrested!Youdid

whatyoudobest:thoughtselfishly" 

Sam:"What?" 

MrsNzuza:"Yes.Fixit" 

Sam:"Iwill"

MrsNzuza:"ImeanitSam!" 

Sam:"I'llgetherout" 

MrsNzuza:"Whywouldyoukillhim?" 

Sam:"Nobodymesseswithmydaughterandlivesto

tellatale.CallSbhamu,tellhimtomeetmeat



Sakhile'shouse"

Ntombenhle:"Ithinkmywaterjustbroke"

Shesaidstandingonthedoorwayonlyinherbikini

set. 

Samjumpedandtheybothrushedtoher. 

MrsNzuza:"Wereyouinthepool?"Shesaid

snatchingawaythejuiceinherhands.

Ntombi:"Yes" 

Sam:"Doyoueverlisten?TheDrsaidnopoolsat

thisstage!"

MrsNzuza:"Wouldyoucalmdown?" 

Sam:"How?She'sriskingthebaby'slife.Areyouin

pain?" 

Ntombi:"No." 

MrsNzuza:"Godressup.I'llbestartingthecar.Sam

getthebabybag"

Shewalkedout.Samclickedhistongueandwalked

tothenursery. 



Ntombi:"You'reveryuglywhenyou'reangry.It

irritatesthebaby" 

Sam:"Gogetdressed" 

Ntombi:"No.Theworldneedstoseethisravishing

pregnantbody.I'llputonaseethroughpareo"

Shegotintoherroom...

•••

[Khethelo]

Myphonebeeped.Iwipedmyhandsandtookit. 

Me:"Yes!"Nextyearisgonnabequiteagoodyear

forme.Itrings.Ughkilljoy."Khethelospeaking,how

mayIhelpyou?" 

Khule:"Didyoubribethemtosellthatplacetoyou?" 

Me:"DoIlooklikeabribertoyou?Suchthingsneed

youtohavegoodcommunicationskillsinorderto

sealdealsbabakaNgiphile" 

Khule:"Pleasesellittome.Iknowyoudon'twantit.

YoujustwentforitbecauseyouknewIwantedit" 

Me:"Oh?LikeyoudidwiththerestaurantIwantedin



Pretoria?NoI'mnotwickedlikeyou."

Khule:"Whatareyougonnadowithit?" 

Me:"Manythings.Astripclubisnumberoneonmy

list.Nowifyoudon'tmind"

Ihungup.Ifinishedmakingbreakfast. 

Me:"Kids!"Nhlelointroducedmybabiestocartoons.

Theycan'tgetoffherlaptop.Apperantlythetvisjust

decorinthishouse. 

Nhlelo:"Whydoesyoureggsalwayslooksogood"

shetookinachuckandputthetwinsontheirchairs

andgavethemtheirfood.

Me:"BecauseI'm25andhavebeenfryingeggs

sinceIwas11.Weshouldeatquick.We'regoingto

dropthesemunchesoffatmom'sthenwegocheck

outthatnewplaceIjustscored" 

Nhlelo:"Ahouse?"Shesaidexcitedly. 

Me:"Sadlyno.Itsaplaceofbusiness"

Nhlelo:"Ohmysis!That'smuchbetter.Isitgonnabe

arestaurant?Icecreamparlour?OhI'dloveittobe

anicecreamparlour." 



Me:"Itsinaworkingenvironmentsoitsgonnahave

varietyoffoods,Icecreamincluded" 

Nhlelo:"I'mgonnapassbyeveryday" 

Me:"IthoughtyouweregoingtoCapeTown" 

Nhlelo:"Notanymore.UKZNiswhereI'mgoing." 

Me:"Morethanhappytohearthatbabe.Thereare

moreeggsonthebowl.I'llpackingallthethingsI'll

need" 

Nhlelo:"Bye"

Thedoorbellrang.Iwenttogetit.Therewasnoone.

Itmustbethekids.Iclosedthedoorandheadedto

mybedroom.Ihearditchimeagain. 

Me:"Nhlelopleasegetthedoor"

Iheardherscreaminterror.Irushedback.

OhmyGod.Itookonebabyfromher.

Me:"Gotoyourbedroomandlockthedoor"

IdialledBonga.Heansweredinstantly. 

Me:"Bonga,Ihaveabitofasituationrighthere.



There'safuckinghugeasscreepysnake,snaking

itselfintomycouch!!!Itlookslikeoneofyourcrazy

stupidancestors.Comegetthisthingoutofmy

house!"

Ihungup.It'seyesmetmine.Iranformydearlifeto

Nhlelo'sbedroom...

•••

[Quinton]

Imadecalls.Ithoughtofanyonewhocouldhelpme

butnoluck.Icouldn'tstomachthethoughtofher

scaredandcryinginthatcell.Ifailedher.

Ididnotsleepawink.Icleanedthisroomfrom

scratch.Itdistractedmeabit.HereIamstressed

out.Its8am.

Iheardaknockfromthedoor. 

Me:"Itsopen"

Itopened. 

Katlego:"Morning.Therearepeopledownstairshere

toseeyou" 



Me:"TellthemI'mbusy" 

Katlego:"Itsthepolice" 

Me:"Whatdotheywantnow?I'mcoming.TellBonga

togethiscarreadyI'musingit" 

Katlego:"He'snothome"Inodded.Sheclosedthe

door.

Ichangedintodecentclothesandthenwent

downstairs. 

Me:"Morning" 

Them:"Morning" 

Policeman1:"I'mDetectiveSibandaandherewith

meisasearchwarrant.MissNzuzaescapedthecell

lastnight.Ifshe'shereplease..." 

Me:"Waitwaitwait.Whatdoyoumeanshe

escaped?" 

Detective:"Imeanshe'snotinprison" 

Me:"Howthefuckdoesawomanlikemywife

escapeprison?YouputherinWestvilledidn'tyou?" 

Detective:"Correct.SirI..."Ilostmytemperand



punchedhimcontinuously.Iheardwomenscream

forhelpcallingmyname.

Theygotmeoffhim. 

Khule:"Controlyourselfdammit!" 

Me:"How?Theycameheregunsblazingtoarrest

herandnowthey'recomingheretellingmeallthis

crap?NoKhulekanino!Mkhontoandthatsickmayor

andministerknowwheremywifeisandIwanther

herebeforetheendoftoday!Doyouhearme?Take

yourstupiddetectiveandgetthehelloutofmy

house!"

In5minutestheyweregone.Iwasonmy4thcanof

beer.Iwantedtoscreamsoloud.They'dleftme

aloneinthekitchen.Whatdidtheydotoher?

Myphonerang.

Iansweredandputitonloudspeaker.

Nqawe:"Itwasoverdoseofpotassiumchloride."

Ihungup.Ifinishedofftheremainingbeerandtook

mycarkeys.

....



Drivingin,Isawhiscarparkedinfrontofthegarage.

Good.

Igotoutofminebeforetheenginecouldturnoff.

IfoundMrsNzuzacookinginthekitchen. 

Me:"Goodmorningma.Isyourhusbandhome?" 

MrsNzuza:"Sitdownson.Iseverythingokay?" 

Me:"How?Howcouldeverythingbeokaywhenyour

husbandkeepsstickinghisnosewhereitdoesn't

belong?"

Hecamedown.

Sam:"Dube.Soearlyinthemorning" 

Me:"Youruinedeverything.Wouldyoustop

meddlingintomybusiness?Doyourealizewhat

you'vedone?Yoliismissingfromhercell.Shecould

belyingdeadsomewhereinthiscountrybecauseof

you!" 

Sam:"Wereyouplanningonkeepingthatdogalive

sohecansucceedwithrapingher?" 

Me:"Youhavenoideawhatmyplanwas.Maybeif



youstoppedalwaysplayingthebigherowewouldn't

behere.Icantakecareandprotectmywife.Stay

backandfocusonbeingaherotoyourwives.You

betterprayIfindheraliveorI'llslaughteryou"

MrsNzuza:"Quinton!" 

Me:"Nisalekahle"

Iturnedandwalkedawayclenchingmyjaws.

MyphonerangasIdroveoff.

ItconnectedtotheBluetooth. 

Person:"MrQuintonDube?" 

Me:"Speaking" 

Person:"You'respeakingtoLesediRamabulana

fromEnconews.Thewholestateisonit'sfeet

concerningtheescapingofyourfiancefromprison.

TheministerBhambathaZondijustconfirmedthat

theywillnotrestuntilshe'sfoundandthatyou'rethe

primesuspectforplanningtheescape.Whatdoyou

havetosayforyourself?" 

Me:"I'dliketosayyou'restupid.Soisyourminister" 



Lesedi:"Siryou'reliveonnationalTVpleaseeaseup

withthelanguage" 

Me:"Oh,apologies.Fuckyouandyourministercan

kissmyass"

Thelinewentdead.I'mgoingtokillMkhontoandhis

crazyminister....

•••

[Bonga]

Thisplacehaschangedsomuch.Igotontheroad

around2am.

I'mhereandthisplacelooksmorelikeadeserted

place.TheplacethatChloeusedtostayincollapsed.

MyheartthoughtofHleloandMbali.Icouldn'tsleep

anymoresoIwokeupanddrovehere.

Finallyahumanbeing.

Irolldownmywindowandgreet. 

Me:"Ninjanibaba?"

Oldman:"Siyavukandodanaunjani" 



Me:"I'mgood.Ehh...Iwaswonderingifubabaknows

twingirlsnamedHleloandNtando"

Oldman:"Iwouldbelying.Therearenogirlchildren

inthisvillage" 

Me:"Therewere.Theylivedinawhitebighouse,it

wassomewherenexttothathill" 

Oldman:"Nohousehaseverbeenthere.Areyou

sureyougottherightplace?"

Me:"YesI'mcertain" 

Oldman:"That'sthecowseatingfield.Ithasbeen

forthepast100years.Aschief,Ihaveneverseena

girlchildinthisvillage.Trykwamalulekamaybe

they'refromthatvillage" 

Me:"Oh.Thankyoubaba." 

Oldman:"Safejourney" 

Me:"Thankyou"

Ilookedforafewnotesandgavehimtobuyhimself

somethingtodrinkanddroveoff...

[2/26,10:51]Zozaness:BeautyLiesInTheEyesofA



Beholder
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.

[Bonga]

Iturnedonthelights.Myheadfeltheavy.Ionly

drank2cansforGod'ssake.

Iplacedthekeysonthecounterandwenttocheck

forleftoversintheoven.Ifoundchicken.Itookitout.

BabaandBabKhuleatethis.Onlythemeatsfull

chickenlikethis.

Ilookedforanythingtodownitalongwith.Ifound

salads.Perfect.

Isatdownandate.Myphonerang.Icheckedwho

coulditbecallingsolate.Ihaven'theardfromher

sincethatdayshewalkedoutonme.

Ianswered.

Me:"Iseverythingokay?" 

Happy:"Yeah.Theselittlehumanswon'tsleepsoI



thoughtofyou.Whyareyoustillup?" 

Me:"WhyamIstillup?I...Ijustarrivedathome" 

Happy:"Oh.Youguysarehavingatoughonehey" 

Me:"Yesweare.Itsbadenoughtoshareourlife

withtheoutsideworld" 

Happy:"There'snoescapingit"Isighed.

Me:"Iguessso.Kissmybabiesforme" 

Happy:"Daddysendskisses."Shelaughed."Theyare

justsuckingeachother'sfingers" 

Me:"Imissthemsomuch" 

Happy:"Just10dayslefttillyou'reback.Holdon" 

Me:"Witheverythinggoingon,Idoubt" 

Happy:"Maybewe'lldrivedown" 

Me:"Noway.Iwouldn'tallowthat" 

Happy:"Sisiwilldriveus"Ihearalittlecry."That'smy

cue.Haveagoodnight" 

Me:"Youdotoo.Thanksforthecall" 

Happy:"Thanksforpickingup"



Shehungup.Istartled. 

Me:"You'llcausemeheartproblemsNyamazane" 

Baba:"Wherehaveyoubeen?"Hetookaseat

oppositeme. 

Me:"WhereChloewaskept"hefrowned. 

Baba:"Doingwhat?" 

Me:"Tocheckonthosetwingirls.Myspiritledme

there.Ilearnedthattheyneverexisted" 

Baba:"Whatdoesthatmean?" 

Me:"Itmeanstherehasn'tbeengirlchildreninthat

villageforthepast100years.Thetwinswerea

mystery.That'smyconclusion"hescratchedhis

beard. 

Baba:"I'mconfused.Khethelocalledcryingthat

there'sasnakeatherplacebutitwasn'ttherewhen

wearrived" 

Me:"ShedidcallmetoobutIwasalreadythereat

themysteriousvillage.Somethingisup" 

Baba:"Yes.Yoliismissingwithoutatrace." 



Me:"Iheardonthenews.Thisneedsmeandmyfull

focus." 

Baba:"I'mdrained.Mybrainisn'tfunctioningatall." 

Me:"I'llfixit"Ipause."Maybeweshouldgohome" 

Baba:"Home?" 

Me:"Yes.Homehome.Itseasiertoconnectwiththe

leafwhenI'mthere.PlusMkhuluNdodawillconsult

theelders."Hesighs. 

Baba:"IwasreallyhopingforasmoothDecember.

I'llleteveryoneknowtomorrowmorning" 

Me:"Yeah.Gogetsomerest"

Baba:"Youtoo.You'vebeenontheroad.Goodnight

son" 

Me:"Goodnightbaba"

•••

[Khethelo]

Myphonerang.Wakingmeupfromabeautiful

dream.



JesusChristthisman. 

Me:"Hello?" 

Khule:"Whereareyou?" 

Me:"Whatdoyouwant?" 

Khule:"Mykids.We'regoinghome" 

Me:"Whathome?" 

Khule:"Khetheloopenthisdoor.Estcourtisn't

aroundthecornerandwehavealotofthingstodo

whenwegetthere" 

Me:"WellI'mnotthereandyoucan'tjustcomeand

takemykids.Goalone"

Ihungup.Itrangagain.Iwatcheditring.This

mentalityofalwayscontrollingeverythingand

everyonehastoendwhenitcomestome.

Igotupandcleaned.Iwenttotakeashower

afterwardsandthenwentdowntomakebreakfast.

Myphonerangagain.FortheloveofGodcanpeople

stopcallingmesoearly!

Itookitandanswered. 



Me:"Hey" 

Khule:"I'matthegate" 

Me:"Whatareyoudoingatthegate?"

Khule:"Open"

Tookthehandremoteandwentoutsidetoopenthe

gate.

Iwaitedforhimtodrivein. 

Khule:"Whatareyouwearing?"

Me:"Clothes" 

Khule:"You'renaked"

Me:"I'matmyfather'shouse.IcandresshoweverI

want" 

Khule:"Haveyoupackedtheirbags?"

Me:"Thekidsaren'there" 

Khule:"Wherearethey?"

Me:"Pietermaritzburg.Theyleftyesterdaywith

MamDinoandNhlelo." 

Khule:"Andyoudidn'ttellme?CallNhleloandtell



hertomeatPMBtownwithmykids" 

Me:"No.They'retheretomeetsomeofmy

relatives" 

Khule:"DoIlooklikeIcare?" 

Me:"What'supwithyou?Don'ttakeyourfrustrations

outonmeplease.NgiphileandNgithandileareour

kids,notyoursalone.They'reallowedtogomeetmy

sideofthefamilyrelatives.TheDubesknowthem,

theywon'tdieiftheydon'tseethem.Nowifyou'll

excusemeIwasinthemiddleofbreakfast"

Ilefthimstandingthere.I'mgettingtiredofbeing

bulliedaboutmykids.Tired...

•••

[Yolanda]

Itriedtomovebutmybodywouldn'tletme.Itriedto

screambutmymouthwouldn'topen.

Iforcedmybodytoatleastmoveafingerbut

nothing.Whathappenedtome?AmIdead?NoI

can'tbedead,Ican'tbedead.

Iheardbeepingsoundsofmachines.Iheardpeople



talking,Icouldn'tmakeoutwhattheyweresaying

thoughbuttherewassomuchpanicintheirloud

voices.

"Ma'am?Ma'amcanyouhearme?"Saidafemale

voice.

"She'scomingthrough.Injectheragain"

"She'shadenoughRethabile"

"Justinjecther!IknowwhatI'mdoing.Ican'tlose

anotherpatient"I'minhospital.

"Sheneedstogetup.Weneedhername"

Iattemptedopeningmyeyes.Theyhalfopened.The

lightsweretoobrighttheysting.Iclosedthemagain.

Imovedmyhead.

"Heyshemoved.Givemeadampcloth"

Ifeltsomethingcoldtouchmyskin,Igasped. 

Me:"Whatthehell?" 

Her:"You'reawake!"Theyhugged."Wediditfriend"

theyletgoandgotbacktome. 



Her:"Doyourememberanythingaboutyourself?Or

whathappenedtoyou" 

Me:"Whathappenedtome?" 

Her:"Wedon'tknowsweetie.Youwerebroughthere

by2gentlemenwhosaidtohavefoundyouonthe

sideoftheroad.Youwerebadlyinjured.You'vebeen

herefor3daysnow.Wehavenotsentoutany

noticesbecausewefiguredyourlifemightbein

danger" 

Me:"Pleasetakemehomeormyplace.Whatdayis

ittoday?I'vemissedschool" 

Her:"What'syourname?" 

Me:"I'mYolandaVilakazi.I'mfirstyearstudentat

UniversityofJohannesburg" 

Her:"Johannesburg?Whatwereyoudoinghere

then?" 

Me:"Where?"

Theylookedateachother. 

Her:"Ithinkyouneedtogetsomerest" 



Me:"CanIuseyourphone?" 

Her:"No.Ineedtorunsometests.ThenIwillgive

youwhenwe'redone" 

Me:"Okdoc"

Theywalkedout.3days?Thatstoomuch

schoolworktomissouton.Ihopethelecturers

understandthatIwasinhospital...

•••

[Narrated]

Sam:"Iamgettingtiredofgoingupanddown" 

Ntombi:"Don'tevendareopenthatpiehole.You

shouldn'tbehere.Youshouldbeouttherelooking

formychild" 

Sam:"Whatdoyouwantmetodoexactly?Itryto

leave,youstopme.Istay,yousendmeaway" 

Ntombi:"RightnowIdon'twannaseeyouunlessyou

haveYolibyyourside" 

Sam:"Herhusbandtoldmetobackaway" 

Ntombi:"Thisisaverybadtimeyouchosetoobey



someone'sorderSam.Iwantmybabyhome!" 

Sam:"Myguysaretryingtheirbest" 

Ntombi:"Theirbestisn'tbestenoughthen,because

ifitwasYoliwouldbehomewarm!"

Shegotoffthecarandbangedthedoor.

ShefoundMrsNzuzabusyinthekitchen.

MrsNzuza:"Falsealarmagain?" 

Ntombi:"Yes"sheshowednointerestofkeepingthe

conversationgoingassheproceededtoclimbup

thestairs.

Samfollowedinwithbags. 

Sam:"Thisisgettingratherannoying" 

MrsNzuza:"She'sstressedout.Whenshestresses,

thebabystressestooandthatcancausethefake

contractionsandthat'snotgoodforthebabySam" 

Sam:"SheshouldjustgoforCsection" 

MrsNzuza:"No.Findherchild!Whyareyouso

relaxedaboutthis?DoyouperhapsknowwhereYoli

is?" 



Sam:"Whatareyouaccusingmeof?" 

Ntombi:"I'mnotaccusingyouofanything.Iasked

youaquestion!" 

Sam:"Idon'tknowwhereYoliis!Iammakingcalls

andtryingeverythingtofindher.Butthatcannotbe

seenbecauseI'mthebadguyright?" 

MrsNzuza:"Finally!Heseesit.Yesyouarethebad

guy.Ifyouhadnotkilledthatdetective.Yoliwould

stillbeherebutasalwaysyouthoughtselfishly"

Samgotupandstormedoutleavinghiswifefighting

withonions. 

Ntombi:"Becarefulwiththat!"Shesaidtakingaway

theknife."Yougonnacutyourself.I'mheadingoutto

theDubes,youcancomealong" 

MrsNzuza:"Nogoahead.Iwillstayhereandcook" 

Ntombi:"Takeadeepbreathandthenproceed.I

don'twanttofindyouherewithmissingfingers"

Theylaughed.

MrsNzuza:"Iwill." 



Ntombi:"OkayI'llseeyou"

Shewavedhergoodbyeandthencollapsedona

chairafterntombiclosedthedoor....

•••

[Calvin]

Lelocamein. 

Lelo:"We'rereadytogo" 

Chris:"Finally" 

Me:"Iamnotinthemoodtoevendriveanymore.We

should'vebeenlongontheroad" 

Tyler:"PassingbyMaritzburgmaybe" 

Lelo:"Andnowyou'rewastingtimewithtalking"

Wegotupandheadedtotheexit. 

Me:"WhereisKhuleandQ?" 

Lelo:"Outsidesmoking" 

Tyler:"Thosesmokepipesaregonnadieyoung"

Khule:"Nyamazane" 



Me:"Mtakababa.Areyoudriving?" 

Khule:"Whilethere'skids?Noway." 

Me:"Itotallyforgotaboutthosejunkies.Whereare

they?" 

Khule:"Inside,atthebackseat"

Iopenedthewindow. 

Me:"Boys,oneofyoushoulddriveus" 

Yezwe:"Notme" 

Bonga:"Notmetoo" 

Mtho:"We'lltaketurns,rightbaba?" 

Me:"Yes" 

Mtho:"ThenI'lldriveyoumybeautifulfamilywith

pleasure"

Weallgotinthecar.Katlego,theyoungchildrenand

Khethiweweretakingthejeep.

Theminivancouldn'taccommodateallofus.Ididn't

evenrealizewewerethismanyevenwiththe2

peoplemissing.



Wedroveout.

Myphonerang. 

Me:"Tellmethegoodnews" 

Spijo:"She'satPrinceMshiyenihospitaleMlazi."

ThankyouJesus. 

Me:"Thankyoumyman.Ioweyou"Ihungup."Turn

around.Yolihasbeenfound" 

Khule:"Whyareweturningaroundthen?" 

Emi:"Issheokay?Whereisshe?" 

Me:"Emlazi.Weneedtogothere" 

Khule:"CallKatlego.Tellthemtostop,we'llusethat

car.Everyonecanproceedwiththejourney" 

Bonga:"I'mcomingwithyou" 

Yezwe:"Metoo"

Wefoundapetrolstation.Weexchangedcarsand

droveaway....

•••

[Narrated]



Shetossedherhandbagonthecouchandwentover

tothekitchenareatomakeherselfsomethingto

drink.

Khumbulanistartledwhenhesawher. 

Khumbulani:"Youhaveasparekeynow?"

Lucia:"Iownthisplace."Shetookasiponhercup.

Khumbulani:"Thatdoesn'tgiveyouarighttocome

hereunannounced" 

Lucia:"Ohitdoes.You'reenjoyingyourpaymentbut

youhaven'tdoneanyjob" 

Khumbulani:"Haven'tdoneanyjob?Aretheystill

together?" 

Lucia:"No.Butwhyisn'tKhulekaniwakingupnextto

meeverymorning?Whyisthathoewifeofhisstill

breathing?Didyouevensendthatsnaketoeather?"

Khumbulani:"Yesthekidssawitfirst" 

Lucia:"Thensendanotherone!JesusKhumbulani.I

should'vegottenmarriedthisfestivenotstanding

herestilltellingyoutogetthisright"



Khumbulani:"Iamtryingokay.Ifyoucouldjuststop

pesteringme" 

Lucia:"I'mturning46soon.Ineedtohavemyman

bymysidewhenIretire.Maybeyoushouldgoback

toyourtinyshack,inthatwayyou'llstopbeingtoo

comfortableandgetonwithwork" 

Khumbulani:"No,thatdoesn'thavetohappen.I'll

sendsomethingmoredangeroustonight" 

Lucia:"Good"

Shetookherbagandcatwalkedout...

•••

[Quinton]

Wearrivedatthehospitalandrushedtothe

receptionwheretheysentustothefemaleward.

Wegotthere.Theysentusbacktothereceptionto

askforaDrNgoza.

Theladyinreceptiontoldustositdownandwait. 

Khule:"Stopdoingthat.You'remakingmemore

anxious" 



Me:"Ican'thelpit"

ADrwalkeduptous.Igotuptomeetherhalfway. 

Me:"DrNgoza?" 

Her:"Yes.Ihearyou'rehereforme" 

Me:"Yes.Webelieveyouhaveapatientthatgoesby

thenameofYolandaNzuza" 

DrNgoza:"Nzuza?Idon'thavesuchapatient.

Pleaseexcuseme"Istoppedher. 

Me:"VilakaziorDube" 

DrNgoza:"Sayonesurnameyou'resureofsir" 

Me:"Vilakazi" 

DrNgoza:"Howareyourelatedtoher?"

Me:"I'mherfianceandthesearemybrothers" 

DrNgoza:"Lihle,pleasetakehimtotherecovery

room.Pleasefollowthislady.Iwillbewithyou

shortly.Onlyyoucangoin"

Inoddedandfollowedthenurse.

Icouldfeelmypalmssweataswewentdownthe



corridor.

Sheopenedthedoor.Therewere5beds.Sheledme

tothe3rdone.

Itwasreallyher.Irushedtoher. 

Me:"Baby"shestaredatthenurseandthenbackat

me. 

Yoli:"Whoareyou?"Ichucklednervously.

Me:"Itsme.Quinton.I'vebeenlookingforyou

everywhere"shesnatchedherhandaway. 

Yoli:"Idon'tknowwhothismanis.Pleasegethim

outofhere.Hecouldbeoneofthemenwho

attackedme" 

Me:"Don'tjokelikethatYolandaitsnotcute" 

Yoli:"Stoptouchingme!Pleasecallmymother" 

Me:"Yolanda" 

Yoli:"Getout!Don'tyouhavesecuritiesinthis

place?"

DrNgozagotinrushing. 



DrNgoza:"MrDubeI'msosorry.Ijustgother

resultsback.She...theheadinjurywassevere,

she...shemightsuffermemoryloss,Infactsheis.

Shethinksshe'sstillinschool" 

Me:"No" 

DrNgoza:"I'msorry.Therearewaysto-" 

Me:"No,theremustbesomekindofmistake.

Yolanda?"

Shewasstaringintospace. 

Yoli:"Iwannagetoutofhere.MaybeIhaveatest

comingup" 

DrNgoza:"We'llhavetosendhertoprofessionals.

Sheneedstoregainhermemorybeforethebabyis

born"Ishookmyheadastearsgusheddown. 

Yoli:"Callmyroommateatleast.Tellhertoinform

mylecturesI'matthehospital" 

Me:"Yougonnabeokaybaby"

ItookherhandandsobbedsilentlywhileIheldit

closetomychest.Shewasn'tevenpayingattention

tome.



Whatkindofpunishmentisthis?
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[Quinton]

Theflashlightscameatmemercilesslyalmost

leavingmeblind.Everybodyhadkeptitdown.Kylie

noddedandgavemeathumbsup. 

Me:"Goodday.Asmostofyoumaybeconfused

whichoneofusisthis.I'mQuintonDube,founderof

theDubeLogistics.Asrumorshavebeengoing

aroundthatIhavebeenspottedwithmywife.Iam

heretoconfirmthatitsalltrue.Wefoundher

throughagenerousDrwhomIcan'tmentionthe

nameof.Itsbeen4months,aquitedifficult4

monthsformeandmyfamily.Mywifewasfound

lyingbythesideoftheroadunconsciousbytwo

goodheartedmenwhotookhertothehospital.



Whenwelearnedthatshewashospitalizedwe

rushedtoUmlazi,PrinceMshiyenihospital.Iwas

thentoldshehadsevereheadinjuriesofwhichIsaw

andshehadlosthermemory...."Iloosenedthetie.

"Mywifewastakenfromourhomebythepolice.

Thefollowingmorningtheyknockedatmydoorand

askedwhereI'vehiddenmywife.A22yearold,

who'sneverbeenarrestedinherwholelifewassaid

tohaveescaped,how?There'snofootageofher

leavingthecellnortheprison.Aren'ttherewardens,

policeandsecuritiesatWestvillePrison?Whywasn't

sheattheholdingcellatthenearestpolicestation

liketheynormallydo?Totheministerandhislittle

friendtheforestsyou'rehidinginwillburnandIshall

findyouIhopeyouhaveenoughprotectionfor

what'scomingforyou."

Kyliecameontome. 

Kylie:"Uhm...Unfortunatelythat'llbeall.MrDubewill

notbetakinganyquestions" 

Journalist:"Why?Ishehidingsomething?" 

Kylie:"That'saquestion.Thankyouallforcoming.I



hopeyoudon'tjotdownanythingMrDubedidnot

sayorelse,youknowwhat"

Shepulledmeallthewaytotheliftwhilesecurity

escortedus.

Theliftclosed. 

Kylie:"Thelastpartsoundedlikeathreat" 

Me:"Iwastellingthetruth.I'mgoingtokillthem,

painfullyso" 

Kylie:"Quinton.Youdon'twannaraiseyourchances

ofgoingtojail.Everypolicemanishungryforyou.

EscapingNkosi'smurdercasedoesnotgiveyoua

righttowanttocommitmorecrimes.YouhaveYoli

togetbacktohernormalselfandalittlebabyonthe

way.Stopthinkingwithyourass"wegotoffatour

floor.

Me:"I'mgonnakillthemanyway" 

Kylie:"Areyouevenlisteningtome?"Istopped.

Me:"Kylie,Idonotexpectyoutounderstand.Rayis

athomenotpregnantwithnomemoryofwhoyou

are." 



Kylie:"Yestrue.Butifhewas,Iwouldn'twanttodo

anythingthat'llmakemebelockedawayfromhim

andmychild" 

Me:"HaveNdabaattorneysrespond?Ineedthis

suingbusinessdoneandoverwith"Thefactthat

Yoliwasfoundinnocentinallthismadeeverything

easier.

Ipushedthedoorintomyoffice.

Kylie:"Notheyhaven't.Youhaveameetingwith

Mpisanelodgeinthenexthour.Cooloffandget

readyformakingmoremoney" 

Me:"I'mgoingtoseeYoli.You'llhavetohandlethat" 

Kylie:"QuintonDubeI'mgettingtiredofyou.Inthis

periodof4monthswe'velost3importantclients

becauseofyournegligence!Iunderstandwhat

you'regoingthrough,Yoliisasimportanttomebut

wehavetolearntogiveattentiontobothYoliand

Work.Ifyoucan'tmultitaskthenpleasegetoffthe

boatandwehiresomeonewho'llgivethiscompany

theirall,bededicated" 

Me:"Fine!PleasetellMamazotofixmea



mountainousplateofbeefstewandpap" 

Kylie:"Idoubtfoodisreadyyet" 

Me:"Shealwayshaveleftovers" 

Kylie:"Ok.I'llgotryherout"

Inodded.Shewalkedout.Iunbuttonedtheblazer

andsatdownonEmi'scouch.

WhereverIseethosefools.Ishallnotthinktwiceto

takeoutagunandpoptheirbrains...

•••

[Katlego]

Iheardanenginedyingdown.Iputthelastplateon

thecupboardandclosedit.Iamalreadylate.

Hewalkedinwithgrocerybags.Heputitonthe

counter. 

Chris:"IhopeIamnottoolate" 

Me:"For?" 

Chris:"Forustocookandtalkaboutus" 

Me:"That'sunfortunate.Iamheadingtoclass" 



Chris:"Youcanskipit" 

Me:"Ican't."

Itookmycarkeysandmybag. 

Chris:"Katlego,Iamtryinghere" 

Me:"Nowthatitsuitsyou?Ohplease" 

Chris:"Whatdoyouwantmetodo?"Hetookmy

hand.Ilookedatitandthenathim.

Me:"Iwantyoutogetyourfilthyhandsoffme." 

Chris:"Haveagoodday.I'llfetchthekidsfrom

creche"

Iturnedonmyheelsandwalkedaway.

Igotinmycaranddroveoff.

Idon'tknowwhyIcan'tletmyselfleavebutresentto

beinthesamespaceashim.Likemanywomen,I

amstillhere.IguessI'malsowaitingforthatdayhe

finallybeatsmeuntilItakemylastbreath.IwishI

hadgutstoleaveortellthefamilyaboutthisbuta

partofmewouldn'tletme.

Rightaftertheyearbegan,themanIknewwouldn't



doanythingtohurtmetransformedintosomethingI

couldn'trecognize.

Uptothisdayitisstillfreshonmymindhowhebeat

melikeIhadnofleshnorfeelingsjustbecauseIwas

seenwithaman.

Ithoughtitwasamistake.Itallgothimatawrong

timewhereeveryoneishavingtheworsttime

becauseofYoliandeverything.

Hediditagainlastmonth.Hequitchurchin

Februaryandforbiddenmetoeversetmyfootthere.

WhenIwasatmymother'shouse.Iwenttoher

church,toprayfornormalcybackintoourlives.He

foundout,heboxedmedownIendedupinhospital

thenheblameditondemons.

Ihaven'tbeenthesamesincethen.Ireallydon't

knowwhyamIstilllivinginhishousebutIstillam.

Ijumpedathornshonking.Ihadcrossedtheyellow

lane.Iswungbacktomysideoftheroad. 

Me:"Dammit"

Ipulledup.Tearscamedownflowing.Ihatemylife.



IbelieveIwascursedatbirth.IthoughtIhadfinally

foundpeaceandprotection.Amanwhowouldnever

hurtmephysicallylikePitsodid.Itfeelslikedejavu.

IampracticallyrelivingmylifewithPitso.

Ican'tendmylife.Mychilddoesn'tdeservethat

Itookoutmyphoneandrequestedameetingwith

anestate'sagent.ItrangasIputitdown.

Istartedthecar.ItconnectedtoBluetooth.I

answeredandremainedquiet. 

Chris:"Pleasecomehome.Ihavecalledand

informedthemyouwon'tbecomingin" 

Me:"Withoutmypermission?Iamnotyourobject

Christian" 

Chris:"IknowbabyIknowbutIwantustofixthis.I'll

goforhelp,anything" 

Me:"Thisisthe3rdweek.You'vebeengivingme

silenttreatmentandtellingmetogetovermyself,

thatyoudidnotevenhurtmethatbadwhilstIended

upinthehospital,Ilostmychildyoubloodyasshole

andnowthatyourballsitchedforyouto"fixthings"



you'recancelingmyclasses?Leavemethehell

alone!Iamdone" 

Chris:"Waitwaitwait.Whatdoyoumeanyou're

done?Katlegoplease.I'vequitalcohol,I'vebeen

soberfor5daysnow.BabypleaseIswearonour

child'slifeI'llneverbea-" 

Me:"Shutitdammit!Ihateyou.You'retheworst

mistakeI'veevermadeinmywholeentirelife."

Ihungupandpulledupagainandcried.

I'llneverforgivehim.Ever!..

•••

[Emihle]

April15.Goddecidedtoblessmewithabeautiful

bouncingbabyboy.Nocomplicationsorwhatsoever.

Asmoothbirthfollowedbyasmoothmotherhood

sinceIhavethissupportive,lovingandcaringbaby

daddy.KhansentmeflowersandgoodiesafterI

camehome.WehadabitoffightwithJasonbuthe

camearound.IfonlyIknewI'dhavetoldhimtostay

away.Hecamewithahugebombafewdaysafter



theflowersanddemandedDNAtest.Hecausedus

unnecessarydrama,heeventooklegalactionsand

wehadno

choicebutgivehimwhathewanted.

DuetoJason'sparanoia,Ihaveguardsnow.Awhole

EmihleDubewhoresenthavingscaryquietmen

besideherhavebodyguardsandthere'snothingshe

candoaboutit.AwakheisthecenterofJason's

world.Hewouldhanghimselfifanythingwentbad

abouthiswell-being.TheDrdoeshousecalls

becausehissoncan'tbeouttherecatchingevil

spirits.Idon'tevenknowwhatsleeplessnightsfeel

like.Iamqueen.Ionlybathmyselfandfeedmybaby.

There'shelpeverywherearoundthishouse.

MamkhuluagreedthatImoveinwithhimsincehe

paidhalfofthelobola.Idon'tknowhowIfeelabout

thelobolapart.Iamnotreadytocommitmywhole

lifetoaman.Istillhavealottoobtainformyself.

SisThandicameinwithsoftporridge.Ifakedgag.

Shelaughed.

SisThandi:"Thosebreastsareempty.Youdon't



wannastarveMrNzima'sdiamond"Ichuckled.

Me:"IhatethisthingwithpassionSisThandi.Can't

wemakeitsour?"

SisThandi:"Hhaibo!Sourthingsburnoutthemilk." 

Me:"OhGod.Letmeclosemyeyesandjustgulpit

downthen"

SisThandi:"Bitbybit.Yourfoodisalmostready" 

Me:"Areyoutryingtogetmemorefatterthanthis?" 

SisThandi:"Yourhousehasgym.Ifyoudidn'tlike

thisweightyou'dwakeupeverymorningandgojog

inthatmachine" 

Me:"I'llstartwhenbabyis6months"

"Daddyishome!"

Weturnedtofacetheentrance. 

Me:"Heyyou.Didyoudodgework?"

Jason:"No"heputhisbriefcasedownandkissed

Awakhe.He'sforeversleeping.Andthenhecameto

sitnexttomeandkissedmycheek."Ihadaclient

aroundheresoIthoughtI'dstopbyandcheckon



youmypeople.ThankyouSisThandi.IknowIcan

alwayscountonyou"hesaidpointingatthejugof

mageu. 

SisThandi:"I'mveryreliablemyboy"theylaughed.

"I'llgodishupforyou." 

Jason:"Isthatlunch?"

Me:"Yes.Itscloseto12pm" 

Jason:"Damn.Thatmaiddidn'tevenoffermewater

babe,canyoubelieveit?" 

Me:"Youshould'veasked" 

Jason:"YouknowI'mbadatthat.Yourbrother

called"heswitchedfrombubblytoseriousor

whateverthatwas.

Me:"Whatdidhewant?"

Jason:"You.Myfatherisintownsohesaysitsnot

safeforyouandAwakhetobehere" 

Me:"Withallthesemenoutside?Didn'tyoutellhim

thatwehaveenoughsecurity?"

Jason:"WhatdoIeversaytoyourbrothersandthey



actuallylistentoit?Ididbuthekeptoninsisting" 

Me:"Wellthat'sonyouJay.You'regivingthemthat

poweroveryou.Justthisonce,stepyourfootdown

andtellhimhe'snottakingusanywhere" 

Jason:"Idon'twannafindmyselfnotbeingableto

seeyouguysanymore.Itoldhimhecanfetchyou

later" 

Me:"Areyoukiddingme?Who'sgonnahelpmeout

atthathouse?" 

Jason:"You'lltakeSisThandiwithyou.Ireallydonot

wanttohaveanyconflictswithyourbrothers." 

Me:"YoupaidlobolaJason.I'mpracticallyyourwife.

DonotletKhulebullyyou!" 

Jason:"IfIhadanonlybabysister.I'dneverfeellike

she'sunderenoughprotectionifsheweren'twithme

soIgetwherehe'scomingfrom.Mydadneverstays,

he'llprobablybegonebyMondaynextweek"Ican't

believethisguy. 

Me:"I'mnotgoinganywhere"

Igotupandheadedtoourbedroom.Whyis



KhulekaniDubesocontrolling?Idonotrecalladay

SamcamehometofetchKhethelojustbecausehe

feltlike'shewasn'tsafe'.TheyforgetIexistand

rememberwhenitsuitsthem.Hemustgotohellfor

allIcare....

•••

[Bonga]

Me:"NoIdon'tthinkthatwillbenecessary.Ijust

needittobesimpleyetunique"

Nkazi:"MylineisbreakingIcan'thearyouclearly" 

Me:"Hangup.Arethaareyoustillthere?"

Aretha:"Yes.Yousaidpinkpetals,sunset,aswing

thathasglitterandpillows" 

Me:"Cake.Whateverthathasvanilla"

Ijumpandturnquickly. 

Me:"Jesusbabyyoualmostkilledme...uhmMr

Joneswe'llspeaksoon.Keepwell" 

Aretha:"What?Wait,yousaid-"

Ihungupandremovedtheearpiece.Ihuggedand



kissedher. 

Me:"Youlookbeautiful" 

Happy:"Ifeelbeautiful.Ineededthattreat.Thank

youmylove" 

Me:"Anythingformyqueen,thoughIthoughtit'll

takelonger" 

Happy:"Itdidtakelong"sheglancedatherwatch.

"Itsacoupleofminutesafter12" 

Me:"Isit?Ihopeyoudidn'teat" 

Happy:"No.Iorderedonmywayhere"

Me:"That'ssothoughtfulofyou.Didyoucheckinon

Dikelediandthekids?" 

Happy:"Yeah.Onmywayuphere."Herphone

beeped."Thefoodishere.Ihopemywingsaredone

asIrequested"

Me:"Youshouldhaveyourownwingsrestaurant.

Infact,I'llbuyitforyou"

Happy:"Really?Ican'twaitmbuyaziwami"thefood

arrived.Wesatonthecouchandstartedeating. 



Me:"NkaziisgonnabesojealousIhadsuch

mouthwateringfoodforlunchinsteadof

sandwiches"sheclearedherthroat."Reallynow?"

Happy:"She'slikebadrashinmylife.Youcan'tkeep

hernameoutofyourmouth" 

Me:"Ayearlater.We'restillhere.IfIhadany

intentionsofdatingNkazi,IthinkI'dhavealready" 

Happy:"Thenwhydoyoualwaystalkabouther?"

Me:"Becauseshe'smyfriend" 

Happy:"Mmmmh.RememberthatfirstcoupleI

matchedupwhenIgotbacktowork?"

Me:"Yeah" 

Happy:"Theyaregettingmarriedandwe'reinvitedto

thewedding" 

Me:"Sofast?" 

Happy:"Iwasassurprisedbutwhenyoufindtheone

Idon'tseeanyreasonstowait"Thatstatementhad

somethinginit.

Me:"True."



Nkaziwalkedin.Shepaused. 

Nkazi:"Sorry.Ididn'tknowyouhadcompany.Hey

Happy" 

Happy:"Hi" 

Me:"Isitimportant?" 

Nkazi:"KindabutI'llcomebackwhenyou'redone" 

Happy:"Excuseme"shegotupandwenttothe

bathroom.

Nkazicamecloser. 

Nkazi:"Arewestillenemies?"

Me:"Yes" 

Nkazi:"TakeheroutofhermiseryandtellherIam

lesbianandIactuallywannalickherfromtoesto-" 

Me:"Whoawhoa!What?" 

Nkazi:"Yes"sheadjustedherglasses. 

Me:"Wow"

Shelaughedandheadedtothedoor.Happycame

out.Sherolledhereyesandsatdown.



Lesbian?Ichuckledandshookmyheadandjoined

babymama.Idon'twantheranywherenearHappy

fromnowon...

•••

[Khule]

Myphonealerted.Iwipedmyhandsandtookit.

'BhutiI'mpleadingwithyoutostopbullyingJason.I

understoodwhyatfirst,butnow?You'rebeing

completelyunreasonable.There'snomanthatcan't

keephisfamilysafe.Youknowthatbest'

Icalledher.Itrangunanswered.Isshekiddingme?

IcalledCharlie. 

Charlie:"KK" 

Me:"Areyouhere" 

Charlie:"No.IjustlandedinKingShaka." 

Me:"Pity.Whocanmakesuremybabyissafefrom

thatMottoMottofool?" 

Charlie:"Notsure.Letmecheckwiththeguysthen

I'llgetbacktoyou" 



Me:"Dankiebozza"

Ihungup.Mthobisicameinrunning."Areyoubeing

chasedbyaghost?" 

Mtho:"No.Iforgotmywallet.Almostearnedmyself

aticket" 

Me:"You'reverycareless"

Heproceededup.Luciacameintoo.Shedidn'tlook

happyatall.Shetossedherhandbagoverthe

couch. 

Lucia:"I'mgettingtiredofthatchild" 

Me:"Who?" 

Lucia:"Yourexwife.Shecalledmyofficelikecrazy

yesterdayandthenjustanhouragojournalists

crowdmyworkplaceandaskmesillyquestions.She

freakinwenttothepaparazziandtoldthemIama

badparent.Ididn'tknowyourkidswereallergicto

picklesforChrist'ssake!" 

Me:"Sitdown"shedid"Takeadeepbreath...good.I'll

speaktoher" 

Lucia:"Pleasedobecauseifshecontinueslikethis



I'llhavemylawyersinvolved" 

Me:"Youdon'thavetodothat.Goupstairsandtake

alongnicebath.I'llbringyouwineandfood"wegot

up.Ikissedher."I'msorryokay?" 

Lucia:"I'mjusttiredbaby.Whenwillshegetthe

messagethatI'mheretostay?Hertimeisovershe

mustgetoverit" 

Me:"Shewill,eventually" 

Ikissedherforeheadthensheclimbedupthestairs.

ItookmyphoneandcalledKhethelo.

Khethelo:"Yes" 

Me:"Khethelo.Whyareyousofullofdrama?" 

Khethelo:"Don'tnyenkelome.Whydidn'tyoutell

DollyPartonthatmychildrenhaveallergies?Doyou

wantmetotellNzuzathatyouroldhagfedhis

grandchildmilk?" 

Me:"Nonono.Butcallingthenewspeople?" 

Khethelo:"SheseemstoenjoythespotlightsoI

thoughtIshouldgiveherone.Youdidwellyou



called.Iwantyoutocollecteveryrugofyoursthat's

inmyhouseandneversetyourhardtinylegsthere" 

Me:"Whatareyoutalkingabout?" 

Khethelo:"Youwillknowsoon.Alsomycarsbut

beforethatstopcallingme" 

Me:"Haveyougonemad-"shehadhungup.Iclicked

mytongue.Herhouse?She'scrazy.Idishedupfor

Lucia...

•••

[Khethelo]

Iswearthismanwantsmedeadwiththatmagogo

ofhis.

Iwheeledmyselfwithmychairtothebarfridgeto

takemagnumthenwheeledmyselfbacktothedesk.

Myphonerang.Itbetterbenotthatdevil.Itookit,

oh. 

Me:"Heybaby" 

Khethiwe:"Heysweerie.How'syou?" 

Me:"I'mgoodlove.How'syourself?" 



Khethiwe:"Iamaliveanddyingwithflue.Haveyou

spokentoKatlegolately?" 

Me:"Yeah.OnSundayIthink" 

Khethiwe:"Ijustbumpedintoher.She'snotokay,

she'sbeenavoidingmelikecrazy."

Me:"Isshesick?" 

Khethiwe:"Sortof.Shelostweightanddoesn'tlook

vibrantasweallknowhertobe" 

Me:"Whatcoulditbe?I'mnowworried.Pleasegoto

herhouseafterwork" 

Khethiwe:"Iwillbabe.Youknowsheliterallyjust

greetedandpassedmequicklylikewewere

strangers" 

Me:"That'snotgood.Thespacebetweenthe

brothersshouldn'taffectourrelationshipinanyway.

AsmuchasI'mnolongerawifebutI'mstillyour

sisterandyou'restillmyfamily.I'lltrytoclearmy

scheduleandflytheretomorrow.Ihaveotherfew

thingstofixanyway." 

Khethiwe:"Oklove.Letmegobacktowork."



Me:"Usownersareknockingoffnow"shelaughed. 

Khethiwe:"Ireallywishtobeyou" 

Me:"IamgoingtoseeYoli" 

Khethiwe:"Sendmylovebabe.Bye.Loveyou" 

Me:"Iwillsweets.Loveyoumore"

Ihungupandpackedmythings.

IdrovetoKwaNzuza.That'swhereshestays.She

triedtocallthepolicewhentheytookhertoher

house.Myheartbreaksforher.Thereisn'tmuch

progressbutwe'redoingeverythingtohelphergain

hermemoryback.

...

MyphonerangasIdroveinfollowingQuinton'scar.I

answered.

Me:"Yourcallmeanstrouble" 

Skhaleni:"Dubeandhissugarmamaarealsotrying

tobuythatbakery"backstabbingbitch. 

Me:"Killthem" 



Skhaleni:"Huh?"

Me:"What?Aren'tyoufitforthejob?Getsomeone

whowillthen"

Ihungup.IhonestlyhavenohearttodealwithKhule

andhismagogo.They'vebeenaftereverythingthatI

want.Fuckthem.

IparkedbehindQuinton.Iforgottoorderpizzafor

Yoli.Iorderedviaubereatsandgotout.

Quintonhoppedoutwithit. 

Me:"You'realifesaver"helaughed. 

Quinton:"Isthisyournewbaby?" 

Me:"Ohyeah.Fetcheditthismorning" 

Quinton:"Yourbusinessarebloomingunbelievably.

I'mproudofyou." 

Me:"Thankyou.Letmehelpyouwiththat"Itookthe

plastic. 

Quinton:"Haveyouheardfromhim?" 

Me:"Yestoday." 



Quinton:"That'sgood" 

Me:"Hedoesn'tbotherreachingout?"Heshookhis

hand. 

Quinton:"AndI'vedecidedtolethimbe" 

Me:"That'sthebestoption.Youhavealottoworry

aboutthanworryingaboutastupidoldmanlikehim"

Helaughed.Wegotin.Wefoundeveryonesittingat

thediningroom. 

Us:"Sanibonani" 

Them:"Yebo" 

Yoli:"Wheredoyoupeoplealwaysfindmoneytobuy

methesethings" 

Quinton:"Wework" 

Yoli:"Ohh.Hisisi" 

Me:"Heybaby.Doesyourfeetfeelfinetoday?" 

Yoli:"Yes.Mommassagedme" 

Me:"That'sgreat."

Quinton:"Ibroughtyousomething" 



Ntombi:"We'llgoprepareforsupper." 

Me:"Soearly?"

Ntombi:"Yes"

Theybothgotup,herandMrsNzuza. 

Me:"Whatdoyouhave?"IwhisperedtoQuinton. 

Quinton:"Umembesovideo"Inodded.

Yoli:"Whatareyouguyswhisperingabout?" 

Quinton:"Doyourememberwhatmommysaidto

youyesterday?" 

Yoli:"Yep"shewasn'tpayingattentiontoQuinton

really.Shewasfocusedonherpizza. 

Me:"Whatdidshesay?" 

Yoli:"ThatIdon'tgotoschoolanymore"shestopped

eatingandbecamesad.Shelookedatuswitheyes

fulloftears."Igraduatedayearago.Iama

successfulinteriordesigner.Sheshowedmemy

graduationpicturesandtheprojectsIworkedon.I

donotrememberallthat.WhydoInotremember

thebiggestpartofmylife.I'mstuckatthis19year



oldmind"Isatbesideherandcomfortedher. 

Me:"Thefactthatyou'respeakinglikethismeans

you'regettingbetterbaby" 

Yoli:"I'mnot!"Shegotup."Ican'twatchyoudothis

toyourselfbhuti.Gofindyourselfawoman.Waiting

formetohealisfarfetched.Iwillnotgetbetter." 

Quinton:"Whatareyoutalkingabout?" 

Yoli:"Isawthevideos.Youseemedtohavetreated

mewellwithcareandlovebut-" 

Quinton:"Butnothing.You'regettingbetter.Icansee

it" 

Yoli:"Iamnot" 

Me:"Youare!" 

Yoli:"KhetheloI-" 

Us:"Wait" 

Me:"Inevertoldyoumyname" 

Yoli:"Isawitwhenyoucalledinthemorning."

Wesighedindisappointment. "There'snohope.Just



walkawayandforgetaboutme" 

Quinton:"TheDrsaidyou'regettingbetterandwe

shouldtakeyoubacktohelpyouboostyour

memory"

HeputontheUSBandexcusedhimself. 

Yoli:"IpraythatGodperformsamiracleuponme." 

Me:"Hewillbaby"shegasped.

Yoli:"OhmyGodisthatme?" 

Me:"Inflesh.That'smerightthere" 

Yoli:"Ican'twatchthis"shetooktheremoteand

turneditoffandcried.

Ihuggedherinandcriedwithher...

•••

[Narrated]

Nkaziwalkedinrunning.Sheclosedherumbrella.

Nkazi:"IsweartoGodthisrainisn'tfromGod"Zandi

(hermom)handedheracupofcoffee. 

Zandi:"Didn'tyoutakeuber?"



Nkazi:"NoItookataxi.FinanciallyIamclimbing

Drakensburgmountains"

Theylaughed. 

Zandi:"Ifyoucouldjustswallowyourprideandask

forsomemoneyfromyourfather" 

Nkazi:"Iwouldrathermoptheseadry.Ishebackyet?

IhavetowriteQcardsformyboss'sveryimportant

meetingtomorrow" 

Zandi:"Heshouldbehereanyminute...ohtherehe

is"hewalkedinfollowedbyhisbusinessassociates.

Theyexchangedgreetings. 

Mpisi:"She'searly" 

Nkazi:"Yesandyou'relate.Canwemakewhatever

thisisaboutquick?Ihavealottodoandtimeisn't

onmyside" 

Mpisi:"Okaycome.Gentlemen"

Theyallwalkedtohisstudy.Theytookseats. 

Mpisi:"Youcan'tworkfortheDube'sanymoreNkazi"

Nkazifrowned."Ineedyoutoresignwithimmediate

effect" 



Nkazi:"You'rekiddingright?" 

Mpisi:"DoIlooklikeIam?We'redonehere.Youcan

go"Nkazilookedathim,triedtospeakbutdecided

against.Shewalkedoutbangingthedoor.

Bhambatha:"Thatwasodd" 

Mpisi:"She'stoostubborn.Ican'tgosoftonher" 

Mkhonto:"Iguesstheappledoesnotfallfarfrom

thetree." 

Mpisi:"Yeah.She'saminiversionofme" 

Bhambatha:"Gentlemenlet'sgetdowntobusiness.

Mywifeiswaitingathome" 

Mpisi:"MyreliablesourcetoldmetheDube'sno

longereatonthesameplate" 

Mkhonto:"Whatdoesthatmean?" 

Mkhonto:"Theyarescatteredalloverthecountry,

withoutcontactatthat.Iftherehaseverbeena

goodtimetostrikeanyofthem,itisnow" 

Bhambatha:"WewantQuintondown.Wedon'tcare

abouttherest"



Mpisi:"Ido.Theirfatherbuiltthatcompanyoffmy

father'ssweatandasungratefulashissons,heshot

himandburiedhiminit!Whileyougetawaiterthat

willpoisonQuintonIwantyoutogetalltheright

paperworktodiguptheDubeconstructionground

floor.Whenwe'redonewiththemtheywon'tknow

whathitthem"

Hepouredvodkaandgulpeditdownandgroaned....
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[Tyler]

Khosiputthefileonmydeskandwalkedout.She

knowsbetterthantotryandtalktomewhenI'mon

callwithmylove.Sheclosedthedooralittletoo

hard.

Khethiwe:"Doyouhaveavisitor?" 

Me:"No,itwasKhosi.HaveyouheardfromQ?" 



Khethiwe:"NoandIdon'twanttodisturbhim.He'll

callwhenhe'supforachat" 

Me:"I'llcallhimanyway" 

Khethiwe:"IspoketoKhethelo,shewaswithhim

yesterdaysothatmeanshe'sfine.Weshouldgoto

Chris'safterwork" 

Me:"Idon'tthinkthat'sagoodidea.There'sareason

whytheydidn'tletyouinyesterday" 

Khethiwe:"I'llgobymyselfthen.Katlegoisgoing

throughtheworst" 

Me:"Maybeshehasflu"

Khethiwe:"Babe,IknowKatlego.Shewouldn'thave

greetandwalkedpastmelikethat.Shewould've

atleaststoppedandtoldmeshe'ssick" 

Me:"You'reright.I'lldrivethereafterworkthen,

althoughIfeellikewe'llbepastingourselves"

Khethiwe:"Thankyou.Shewould'vedonethesame

forme" 

Me:"We'llalsogoseeKhule,hesaidheneedssome

legaladviceandthenBonga" 



Khethiwe:"IwillbeatBonga'swhenyougothere" 

Me:"Notthatagain" 

Khethiwe:"Iamnottakingmybabyanywherenear

thatwoman.Shealmostkilledthetopdeckand

Philawithpickles" 

Me:"StopfightingKhethelo'sbattles" 

Khethiwe:"I'mnot!Ijustdonotwantsomeonethat

carelessaroundmybaby"Isighed. 

Me:"Ihearyou"thedoorswungopen."Uhmlove,

seemslikeI'mstillintroublewiththelaw.I'llcallyou

later" 

Khethiwe:"IsitMpanzaagain?"

Me:"Yes" 

Khethiwe:"Isn'tshedonewithherinvestigation?"

Me:"Ithoughtshewas.Perhapsshediscovered

something" 

Khethiwe:"Okbye" 

Me:"Bye"



IhungupandofferedmissMpanzaaseat.

Me:"PleasebringsomethingMissMpanza

somethingtodrinkKhosi" 

MissMpanza:"NothanksI'llpass"

Khosiwalkedout. 

Me:"Isthisstillaboutbusiness?"

MissMpanza:"Whatelsecoulditeverbeabout?"

Me:"Idon'tknow.Iamaverycharmingifyoumay

havenoticed"

MissMpanza:"Sadlyno.Andnosophisticated

womanwantstoassociatesherselfwiththeDube

men,y'allhavenorespectforwomen.Especially

you" 

Me:"Soyou'vebeengoingdiggingupmydirt?"

MissMpanza:"Yourfamily's.Youdonotappearto

begoodpeopleatall.Yourbrothershavebeenin

andoutofjail,ofwhichgavememotiveto

investigateagain.Imighthavemissedsomethings"I

chuckled. 



Me:"For4months?Iftherewassomethingdodgy

you'dhavefoundit"

MissMpanza:"Iwasinarush.NowIhaveallthe

timeIneed." 

Me:"Thisfirmwasbuiltwithcleanmoney.Notevery

richpersonhasskeletons.Iamgettinganideathat

you'reworkingwithSibiyaattorneys.Thislawfirm

hasbase,Ialreadyknewwho'dbringmemoney

whenIbuiltit.Comingbackheretore-invistigate

afteryou'vewastedmy4monthsIwillsueyoumiss.

DoyouknowhowmuchIlostinthis4months?If

youwannainvestigate,comebacknextyear.Tell

yourbossesI'mupforthecourtgameictheywanna

takemeon" 

MissMpanza:"Youthinkyou'reabovethelaw,don't

you?"

Me:"YoutellmeMissMpanza.Iamaverybusyman.

Myclientsareonthewaitingbencheswaitingforme

tocomeoutandtellthemnoneofthemaregoingto

jail,nowifyou'llexcuseme"

IgotupandtookmyiPad.Shegotupandheadedto



thedoor. 

MissMpanza:"Thisisfarfromover.Tellyour

brothersI'mcomingforthem" 

Me:"Ofcourse"shewalkedout.

ItookmyphoneandcalledCalvin.Itwentto

voicemail.

Itookaseatandwrotehimanemail...

•••

[Bonga]

Ikeptglancingatmywatch.Iwasn'tevenpaying

attentiontowhattheywerediscussing.AllIknew

was,theirbubblewasgonnabust. 

Khule:"Bonga!" 

Me:"Baba?" 

Khule:"Whereareyou?Canwestartvoting?" 

Me:"Uhm..."

"Withoutaqueen?Idon'tthinkso"myheartsmiled. 

Me:"Whatareyoudoinghere"Igotuptohugher. 



Khethelo:"Iheardthere'sameetingandIsaid,since

I'mintownwhynotattend.Greetingseveryone.Look

atyou,skinny,don'tyourJo'burgmotherscook?" 

Me:"Theydobutnotuphuthuandbeefstew"

Shelaughed. 

Khethelo:"Don'tworrywenamybaby.Mommyis

hereyou'lleatproperfoodtonight"

Me:"Thankyouphakathwayo.Pleasetakeaseat

andweproceed"

Shetookaseat.Babahadnotmovedhiseyesoff

mesincemamKhethelocamein. 

Me:"Ma,I'msureLindibriefedyouaboutDube

constructionsemergingwithLuciaenterprises"she

laughed. 

Khethelo:"Wearemixingbusinesswithpleasure

now?Khulekaniyoumustnotletavaginaturnyou

intoasoftiebooorelseyou'llwakeupandthis

companywon'tbehere" 

Khule:"Canwepleasevote?" 

Me:"Ofcourse.Thoseinfavourofthiscompany



partneringwithLuciaenterprisespleaseraiseyour

hands"

All8membersoftheboardraisedtheirhands."Ok

thankyou.Allthoseagainst?"

MamKhetheloandIraisedhands.Luciasnorted. 

Khethelo:"HerewithmeareQuinton's,Chris's,

Tyler's,Emi's,Mtho's,Hawu'sandBanzi'svotes.

Theyarevotingagainst.Thisisafamilybusiness

andallofussanefamilymemberswanttokeepit

strictlyfamily" 

Lucia:"Girliegrowup!Donotbringyourpersonal

agendasataplaceofwork" 

Khethelo:"You'retryingtoohardtosqueezeyourself

intoourcircle." 

Me:"Meetingadjourned"

Everyonetooktheirthingsandwalkedout. 

Khule:"Soyoucalledherhere?" 

Me:"No" 

Khethelo:"Khulekanibecarefulwiththedecisions



youmakewhileLucialiesonyourchest.Thisisn't

yourcompany,youcan'tjustwakeupanddecideto

giveitaway" 

Khule:"Youknownothingaboutbusiness" 

Khethelo:"BongaandQdoes.Whydidtheyvote

agaisnt?"

Khule:"BecausetheyhateLuciathat'swhy!" 

Me:"NoMbuyaziIdon't.Ijustknowwhat'sbestfor

thiscompany.Pleaseexcuseme"

Iwalkedout...

•••

[Khethelo]

Iheadedtothedoortoo.Hegrabbedmyarm. 

Khule:"Youorderedpeopletotakemeout?Whothe

helldoyouthinkyou'remessingwithKhethelo?"

Me:"IfyoudonotstopgoingaftereverythingthatI

want.Nexttimetheywon'tmiss" 

Khule:"Donotstartawaryoucannotfinish

woman" 



Me:"Getyourhandsoffme."Hedid."Stopmeddling

withmybusiness.Thatwasjustawakeupcall.If

youdonotstop,I'llpinchyouatthewound"

Iopenedthedoorandthenturnedback.

Me:"Iwantyourthingsoutofmyhousebytheend

ofthisweek" 

Khule:"Areyouhigh?"

Me:"JustdowhatI'vejustsaid"

Iwalkedout.Ibumpedintomagogo.

Lucia:"Youdon'tknowwhoyoudealingwith" 

Me:"Adiabeticbitchthat'swho.Moveoutofmy

way"

Sheclickedhertongue.

IwenttoBonga'soffice.Ifoundhimeating. 

Me:"Partyforone?" 

Bonga:"Yoursisinthemicrowave.LuciaandBaba

causesonesomuchhunger"Ilaughed. 

Me:"They'repathetic.Bringingtheirlousy



relationshipintowork,crazy" 

Bonga:"Theywillpushuntiltheywin" 

Me:"Theywon'tbabytrustme.Where'sNkazi?" 

Bonga:"Shecalledinsick" 

Me:"Ohok.Thistastesheavenly" 

Bonga:"Someshopdowntheroad" 

Me:"Imuststealtheirrecipes.Whenlastdidyousee

Kat?" 

Bonga:"Itsbeenawhile.Theyareneverhome" 

Me:"That'sstrange.Chris?" 

Bonga:"Ihaven'tseenthemallinages" 

Me:"Something'sgoingonbetweenthem.Khethiwe

saysshecameacrossKatbutshejustgreetedand

passedlikeatotalstranger" 

Bonga:"Whywouldshedothat?" 

Me:"Idon'tknowbaby.I'llgocheckuponher" 

Bonga:"Pleasedo.Whatonearthcouldbegoing

on?" 



Me:"Lifeishappening.I'mtryingmybesttokeep

thisfamilyintactbutI'mfailingdismally"

Bonga:"You'vealwaystriedyourbest.Youcan't

keepthemtogetheriftheydon'twantto" 

Me:"Bongaisn'twhoweare.Quintonisdealingwith

Yoli'sissuealone.Noneofhisbrothersaretherefor

him.ItsonlyTyler.He'sgoingthroughtheworsttime

ofhislife.He'sinneedofthosegamenightsand

randomweekendbraais" 

Bonga:"Iknow.Butwearehere.Hecan'tforcethem

tobethereforhim" 

Me:"Iamstilllookingforotherwaystobring

everyonetogetheragain" 

Bonga:"Youwill"

Me:"Isitstillnotsafetoletthemknow?"

Bonga:"No.Butsoonenoughyou'llbefree"

Ilaughed. 

Me:"Yeahright"

Myphonebeeped.



"Heywifey.Idecidedtotakeyouradvice.Weareon

ourflight.Durbanisfullofnewspeoplereadyto

snapatanytimesoIthoughtJo'burgwillbefine"

Me:"It'syourbaba.He'scomingthisside" 

Bonga:"Aibo.HeleftmamYolibehind?"

Me:"No.He'swithher.Isuggestedhetakesherout

everyday,becute,gethertofallinlovewithhimjust

incaseshedoesn'tgainhermemoryback" 

Bonga:"ButtheDrsaidshe'srecovering" 

Me:"Yesbutwecan'ttakechances."

Itookoffmycoat. 

Bonga:"WhatifBabawalksin?"

Irushedtothedoorandlockedit.Hewaslaughing. 

Me:"Thisisn'tfunnyBonga."

Bonga:"Doyoustilllovehim?"Imademyself

comfortableonthecouch."Childbringmemyfood

andstoplaughingandaskingmesillyquestions"

Hebroughtmyfood.Iate.Feelsnicetoeatwithout

peopledisturbingyou.Imissthemalreadythough.I



should'vejustbroughtthemwithme...

•••

[Chris]

Ibuzzedtheintercomandwaited. 

"Hello?" 

Me:"Hi.ItsChris" 

"Okholdon"

Thegateslidaside.Idrovein.Iparkedunderthe

shelter,Ireachedfortheflowersandagoodiebag

thengotoff.

Themaindoorwasopened,Iknocked.Mrs

Mokgothocametoletmein.Weexchanged

greetingsonourwaytothelounge. 

MrsMokgotho:"Katlegoisinherbedroomtakinga

bath.She'llbehereinnotime.Iambusyonmy

garden,youcanmakeyourselffeelathomeson" 

Me:"Thankyouma.I'llwaitjusthereonthecouch"

MrsMokgotho:"Comeon.There'sbreakfastonthe

warmer.YouneedtogetoveryourZuluculturewhen



youcometomyhouse.You'remychildandthisis

yourhome,feelfreetodoanythingyoulike"I

chuckled. 

Me:"I'lltrybutnottoday" 

MrsMokgotho:"Okay.Katwillsortyououtthen"she

switchedonthetvandwalkedawayhumminga

song.

Iswitchedintosport'schannel.

Iheardfootstepsclappingaway.Iturnedmyhead. 

Me:"Katlego!Stop!"

Irantothecorridor.Shewasnolongerinsight.

The3rddooropened.Shecameout. 

Kat:"Whatdoyouwant?" 

Me:"You.I'msorry,pleasecomehome" 

Kat:"Whathome?Iamhome,thisismy

home...standwhereyouare!"Istopped. 

Me:"I'msorryKatlego.Comehome,Iwillproveto

youI'machangedman.I'vedealtwithmydemonsI

willneverdoanythinglikethateveragain" 



Kat:"Areyoudone?" 

Me:"Katlegoplease!Khethiwewastherelookingfor

youyesterday.Whatdoyouwantmetotellherifyou

aren'thome?" 

Kat:"TellheryoutriedtokillmeandIleft" 

Me:"Whataboutthekids?"

Kat:"Bringthemtome"

Shewentbackintoherroomandclosedthedoor.I

sighedandkickedthewall.LordwhathaveIdone!

•••

[Khule]

Shebangedthepotagainstthecounter. 

Me:"Okayokayokay.Outwithit.Noneedtobreak

dishesandpots"

Lucia:"Idonotunderstandwhydoyouletthat

womanwalkalloveryou.You'redivorcedforChrist's

sake.Whydoesshestillhaveasayonyourfamily's

company?"

Me:"Becauseshewasmywife.Iwasputincharge



somywifehadtohaveashare" 

Lucia:"WellI'myourwifenow,sheshouldbemoved

thehellout" 

Me:"I'mafraidthatisn'tpossible.That'sadecision

thatshouldbemadebythewholefamily" 

Lucia:"You'retheleaderofthisfamilyKhulekani!" 

Me:"Calvinistheeldestwhichmakeshimthe

leader" 

Lucia:"Howlonghashebeenhere?5minutes?But

he'salreadytheleader?He'snotyourmother'schild,

you'retheleaderofyourmother'schildren.Your

fatherwouldn'thaveappointedyoutobeincharge

ofhiscompanyifyouweren'taleader.Takeupyour

positionandletthesekidsknowwhoyouare,but

mostofallputthatbitchinherplace"

Sheturnedtostirherstew.Isighed. 

Mtho:"Sanibonani"Luciaturned. 

Lucia:"Comehere"hewenttoher.Sheslappedhim

acrosstheface,Ijumpedtoholdher.

Me:"Areyoucrazy?" 



Lucia:"AfterallI'vesacrificedforyou,goingupand

downwithyou,puttingyouinexpensiveschools,

givingyoueverythingyouwanted.I'dhavebought

youtheworldifitwaspossible.Foronceinyourlife

youhadtodomealittlefavorbutyouchosethe

enemyoveryourownmother!" 

Mtho:"I'mmovingout" 

Us:"What?" 

Mtho:"Youheardme."

Hewalkedaway.Luciatriedtofreeaway. 

Me:"Lethimbe" 

Lucia:"I'mgonnakillhim!I'mgonnakillhim!"

Hecamedown. 

Mtho:"Idonotoweyouanythingma,Itwasyour

responsibilitytomakesureIhadagoodlife.Don't

everthinkIhavetorepayyouforallthat.You've

madeenoughdamagebycomingintoBaba'slife,I

willnotletyoucausefurthertroublesforthisfamily

bygettingintobusinesswiththem.Keepwell"

Me:"Mthobisi" 



Mtho:"I'mdoneDube."

Heclosedthedoor.Luciacried.Ihuggedhertight. 

Me:"He'llcomearound.He'sjustangry"

Someoneclearedtheirthroat.Ibroughtmyeyesup.

Hestoodthere.Lookingdrainedbutmostly

disgustedbywhat'sbeforehim.

IletgoofLucia.Shequicklywipedoffhertears. 

Lucia:"Uhm...Goodevening" 

Q:"Canwetalk?Privately" 

Me:"Yeahsure"

Wewalkedtowardsthebackdoor....

•••

[Quinton]

Ilitmycigaretteandleanedagainstthewall.

Hewassittingonachair.Justlookingateach

other. 

Khule:"Howhaveyoubeen?"Ichuckled.

Me:"I'vebeengood.Life'sgreat" 



Khule:"Yolihasrecovered?" 

Me:"Ohyes.Sherememberseverything."Ikilledmy

cigarette."TellmeKhulekaniwhydon'tyouevercall

toaskallthat?" 

Khule:"I-" 

Me:"Youchoseawomanoveryourownblood?" 

Khule:"Ididn't" 

Me:"IcalledyoutotellyouYoliwasinhospital.I

neededyoubymyside,totellmeeverythingwillbe

okaybutinsteadyoutoldmeyou'regettingmarried

onSaturday.Andafterthatyounevercalled" 

Khule:"Iwasbusy" 

Me:"For3months?Howaboutatext?" 

Khule:"YoujudgedmeformarryingLuciadammit!"

Me:"Youalsojudgedmeforbeinginarelationship

withYoli.DidIeverstoplovingyou?"Hedidn't

answer."Butyoudid.WhenIneededyouthemost

youturnedyourbackagainstme.Icametotellyou

Yoliisgettingbetterandthatmykidscan'tvisityou

anymore" 



Khule:"Wheredokidsenterinthis?" 

Me:"Becauseyou'renothingtomeanymore." 

Khule:"Don'tberidiculous" 

Me:"I'vesaidwhatI'vesaid.Whenyouseeme.Walk

theoppositedirection.Ifyouevertrytoselloffmy

father'scompanyIwillclaimbackmyposition.

You'redisgustingKhulekani.Thisnewlovehasyou

fuckedup.Yourepulsemewiththisfoolishness"

Iwalkedaway...

•••

[Bonga]

IgotoffthecallwithHappyandwentdownstairsto

fixmyselfasandwich.

Istartled,evendroppedmyphone. 

Me:"JesusChrist!Wespokeaboutthis!" 

Gogo:"Don'tshoutatmeboy." 

Me:"Yourappearanceshouldbeasnormalas

possible" 



Gogo:"Itsnotmyfaultyou'reacoward.Firethat

nanny.She'sadaughterofanenemy,Nkaziistoo

butkeepherclose." 

Me:"Youneedtofixobaba" 

Gogo:"Thoseonesmustjuststaylikethat" 

Me:"Theyhateeachothergogo.Thisfamilyis

fallingapart" 

Gogo:"Beingapartwillteachthemtheimportanceof

unity.Andwillmakethemrealizehowmuchthey

needeachother,theywillseethateventually.Where

wasI?Oh....MamngunimustgobacktoDurban.

Someonewillsoonnoticeandwedon'twantthatto

happen.TakeManzuzatoBabCele,withoutyour

fatherknowingthough" 

Me:"AndhowamIgonnadothat?" 

Gogo:"You'reold.Figureaway.Mostofall,Ineed

youtogototheofficeatmidnight.Onthethe

groundparking,wherethere'satap,dig.You'llfinda

body,probablybonesbynow.Goandburnitand

spilltheashesintothemovingriver.TakeQuinton

withyou" 



Me:"Iam-"

Shedisappeared."Comeback!Whosebodyorbones

arethose?Jesusyourtasksareforeverworse!Why

didyoupassmethiscrazygift!Ihatethislife!"
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[Katlego]

Iwokeupfeelingbetterthanallthepreviousdays.

Mymotherhasbeenforcingfooddownmythroat

withoutafail.Iamscaredofthatwoman.Whenshe

getstohermotherlymodeshedoesnottake

nonsenseandIamgladorelseafanwouldblowme

away.

Igotoutofbedandmadeit.Idonotlikethehelping

goinginandoutofmyroom.Ishouldfetchmy

thingsandmykidsafterthehousehunt.Idonotlike

thehouseswe'vegonetoseesofar,theyarenot



childrenfriendlyandIhavenotimerorenovate.

Iwenttothebathroomandshowered.Isearchedfor

thekindofweathertobeexpectedtoday.Stillcold.I

hatewinter.Idressedupinwarmclothes.Iwonderif

mybabiesarewarmenough.IheardaknockasI

packedmythingsinmybag. 

Me:"Itsopen"shetuckedherheadinfirst. 

Mom:"You'reawake.Goingsomewhere?"

Me:"Yeah.Houseviewing."Shecameinandsaton

thebed.

Mom:"Readytotalk?"

Me:"No" 

Mom:"Areyougettingdivorced?"

Me:"Yes"

Mom:"KatlegoIamyourmother.Youcannotkeep

meinthedarklikethis" 

Me:"IamnolongerhappyinthatmarriagebutI

reallydon'twannatalkaboutityet.Pleaseneverlet

himagain" 



Mom:"IhadnoideadearI'msorry.IwillnotI

promise" 

Me:"Thankyou"shegotupandcametohugme. 

Mom:"Whateveritis.ItwillgetbetterandI'mproud

ofyouforchoosingyourself.Thatisverybrave" 

Me:"Thankyou"

Weletgo.Shecaressedmyleftcheek.

Mom:"Letmegowarmupyourbreakfast"Ifakeda

smile.Idon'twantfood!

Shewalkedout.Isighedandzippedmybag.My

phonerangontopofthebedsidetable.

Iwenttotakeit.Igatherallthecourageinmeand

answer.Itsbeenlongignoringhiscalls. 

Me:"Mbuyazi"

Quinton:"Thankgoodness!Iwasstartingtothink

you'redeadorsomething.Areyouokay?"

Me:"Neverbeenbetter.Howareyou?"

Quinton:"Iamnotgoodatall.Ispentthenightat

yourhouselastnight,itisnotlikeyoutoleaveyour



kidsbehind.Whatisgoingon?"Iclearedmythroat.

Me:"I-Igotheldupathome."

Quinton:"Thatisnottrue.Chriswon'teventalk

anythingwithsense.Whatisgoingonmamaka

Hawu?"

Me:"Everythingisfine.Iamonmywaythereaswe

speak.YouleftYoliinDurban?"

Quinton:"No.We'reallhere,HerandKhethelo" 

Me:"Ok.I'mcoming.Isthereenoughbreakfast

there?"

Quinton:"No.Thehousedidnotlooklikeithas

peoplestayinginitbutKhethelowenttoshop" 

Me:"I'msorryaboutthat.Seeyouinthenexthour" 

Quinton:"Drivesafe"

Me:"Thankyou'

Ihungupandtookadeepsigh.Itextedtheestate

agenttoppostponeourappointmentandwalkedout.

Ipackedmybreakfastandleft...



•••

[Bonga]

Ifthere'ssomeonewhoisneverofftheirphone,that

isMthobisiDube. 

Mtho:"Morning"

Me:"Soearly.Whoareyouchattingto?"

Mtho:"Iamtryingtogetabursary"

Me:"Itsalmostthemiddleoftheyear" 

Mtho:"Tryingmyluck.Imovedoutofyourfather's

house"

Me:"Why?"

Mtho:"Whateverschemingtheyarebothupto.I

don'twannabepartofit.Mymotherthinkstheworld

revolvesaroundher.Shewantedmetovotein

favour.Imagine"

Me:"You'rehersonofcourseshethoughtyouwould"

Mtho:"Andgiveawayourlegacy?Iamnotthat

stupidman.Wherewereyoulastnight?"



Me:"Huh?"Ihandedovertheplateofbreakfast. 

Mtho:"Thankyou.Yeah,Icameintoyourroom

around11pmbutyohweren'tthere"

Me:"OhHappyforgotherbaghereIhadtotakeitto

her"

Mtho:"Oh"

Me:"Letgotowork.Cleanup,sisiwon'tbecoming

intodayandpleasedoattendyourclassesMthobisi"

Mtho:"Yesdad"

Welaughed.

Me:"Uzoswabasarn"

Itookmykeysandwalkedout...

•••

[Khule]

Fasteningmycuffscanbeprettyfrustrating

especiallywhenyou'realreadyfrustrated. 

Me:"IthinkIwilldrivetoHeidelbergafterthe

meeting"



Lucia:"Todowhat?"

Me:"CheckuponCalvin.Itisnotlikehimtobethis

quiet,hisphonesaren'tgoingthrough,alsoLelo's'

Lucia:"Maybethat'sasignthattheydonotwantto

becontacted" 

Me:"Iwillfindthatouttoday" 

Lucia:"Why?Aren'tyoumanenoughtolivewithout

yourbrothers?YourbrothershatemeIdonotknow

whywouldyoubotheraboutpeoplethatdon'tlike

yourwife" 

Me:"Itsnotthat.Wejustcaughtthembysurprise"

Lucia:"Really?DidyouseethewayQuintonlooked

atme?ItwasasifIwasdog'spuke!" 

Me:"That'sbecausehe'smadatme"

Lucia:"Exactly!He'smadatyouformarryingme"

Me:"No.NoteverythingisaboutyouLucia.He'smad

causeI'vebeennegligentathistimeofneed"

Lucia:"Youhavealife,awife.Hemustjustgrowup

andstopbeingselfish" 



Me:"That'snothowwelive.Wemattertoeachother.

Alot.I'vebeenajerk"

Lucia:"No,you'vebeenagoodhusbandtoyourwife.

Beingthereforhimwouldn'thavebroughtbackhis

wife'smemory"

Me:"Lucia!" 

Lucia:"What?Wouldithave?"Ikeptquiet."Ithought

sotoo" 

Me:"I'mleaving" 

Lucia:"ButI'mnotdone" 

Me:"We'releavinginseparatecarstoday"

Iclosedthedoor.

Igrabbedaplumandbananaatthekitchen.

ItooktheAudiQ7keys.Haven'tdroveitsince

Khethelodid.Herscentwasallover.Igotoffand

gotintheBMWX6wealwaysdriveanddroveoff...

•••

[Khethiwe]



Iwentbacktothereceptiondesk.Ihitthedesk

lightlywithmybag.Shelookedupatme. 

Me:"Ireallydon'thavethewholedaysweetie.

PleasecallMissMpanzaandtellheritsurgent" 

Her:"Okma'am.Sheusuallytakelessthanthiswith

herclientsIdon'tknowwhatishappeningtoday" 

Me:"Maybeitsmybadday"

Shepickedupthephoneandpunchednumbers.

Iwenttomakemyselfa3rdcupofcoffee.She

wavedatme. 

Her:"Youcangoin.2ndfloor,officeB" 

Me:"Thankyou"

Iwalkedtothelift.

Ifoundheroutsideherofficewateringaplant. 

Me:"Nice"shesighedinaratherboredfaceandput

downthelittlemetalwateringkettleandwalked

insideheroffice. 

Shesatontopofherdeskandfoldedherarms

beforeherbreasts. 



MissMpanza:"HowmayIbeofhelpMissDladla"

Me:"MrsDubesweetheart" 

MissMpanza:"LookingthroughTyler'spapers,he

hasnorecordofmarriage" 

Me:"Andwiththatyouthoughtyouhadachance

withhim?" 

MissMpanza:"What?"Shechuckles.GuiltyifIread

thatfaceright.

Me:"Youcameintohisofficeunannounced

yesterday.Youthoughtthatwasn'tenough,you

textedhimthosenastyboobsandunshavedvagina.

DoyouknowIamgoingtotakeallthosedisgusting

nudepicturestotheauthorities?" 

MissMpanza:"MrsDubeI-"

Me:"NosticktoMissDladlalove.Pleasedome2

favors,getoffmyfamily'sbusinessandstoptrying

togettomyman'spants.Ifyoudon't,Iwillnotonly

exposeyouforthehoethatyouarebutIwillalsokill

you"

MissMpanza:"Areyouthreateningme?"Ismirkedat



herandshookmyheadno.

Me:"Iwill.Idon'tdothreats.BytheendoftodayI

wantmyhusbandtorecievealetterthatheis

nolongerunderanystupidinvestigation" 

MissMpanza:"Thatisimpossible.Ittakesdaysto

closedownaninvestigation" 

Me:"Youaren'tonlygoodatinvestigating.You're

alsoagoodhoe,gotowhomevergrantstheletters,

suckhisdickandthenboom.Ifyoudon't.Tomorrow

morningthewholeofSAwillbetalkingaboutyour

uglyvagina" 

MissMpanza:"Youwillrotinjailforthat!Posting

someone'snakedpicturesisnowseriousoffense" 

Me:"Dubesneverstayforaweekinjailso..."I

shrugged.Someonewalkedin."ItrustyouMiss

Mpanza.Don'tletmedown.Hello"IgreetedhimasI

walkedout.

ThisoldbitchsentTylerhernudesandallother

nastymessagesabouthowmuchshecravesforhim.

Hethinksitsfunnycausehe'sstupidbutithadmy

bloodboiling.IwantedittobetodayalreadysoIput



myhandsonherbutIwokeupcalm....

•••

[Quinton]

"Quinton!Quinton!"

Irushedupthestairs.Iflewintotheroom.Shewas

buttnaked.Igulped.Ihaven'tseenhernakedsince

forever,itfeltwrongtolookather. 

Me:"Putonsomething" 

Yoli:"Why?Haveyounotseenmenakedbefore?" 

Me:"Ihavebutitsdifferentnow"herstomachis

growingslowly.Iwantittoballoon. 

Yoli:"Why?BecauseIlostmymemory?"She

laughed. 

Me:"No.BecauseIwillgetaroused" 

Yoli:"Ohhhthat'sbad.Don'tyouhavesex?" 

Me:"NoIdon't" 

Yoli:"Liar" 

Me:"I'mserious.Didyoucallmeheretoseeyou



naked?" 

Yoli:"No.Icalledyoutopleaseshaveme" 

Me:"Where?" 

Yoli:"Vagina"shelaughedagain."I'mkidding.Ifelta

movement" 

Me:"Really?"Itookthetowelandcoveredherlower

body."CanItouchit?" 

Yoli:"Yesbutithasstopped"Islowlysentmyhand

toherbelly."Ouchyou'recold"Imovedthehand. 

Me:"Sorry." 

Yoli:"Itsokay.Haveyoualwaysbeenlikethiswith

me?" 

Me:"How?" 

Yoli:"Sad,scared,shy,worriedandeverythingthat

isn'thappiness" 

Me:"No.Idon'tknowhowtobearoundyouandnot

besad." 

Yoli:"YoufeellikeIwon'tgetbetter"



Me:"Yeah" 

Yoli:"Don'tcry"Ismiledandtiltedmyheadtostop

thetearsfromfalling."IfeellikeI'vebeenhere

before.Thatcountsforsomethingright?" 

Me:"Yeahitdoes"shehuggedme.

Yoli:"Thankyou.Iknowitisnoteasybutyou'restill

here.Thankyou"Ihesitatedtotouchherbutshedid

notletgo.Ieventuallygavein.Imissedher.Thisis

thefirstphysicalcontactwe'veevermadesinceshe

gotoutofthehospital.

Shemovedherheadtolookupatme. 

Yoli:"You'resotall"Ilaughed. 

Me:"Yousaidthateverytimewehugged"Ikissed

herforehead.Shesmiled. 

Yoli:"Yousaidwe'recomingheretogetmebetter

right?" 

Me:"YesIdid" 

Yoli:"Thenlet'sgothatrestaurantyousaidIloveso

much.Takemetoyourtwinbrother'shouse.Take

meanywherewe'veeverbeen,sharethebedwith



me"

Me:"Ican'tsharethebedwithyou" 

Yoli:"Whynot?HowwillIrememberhowitfeelsto

loveyouifwearen'tconnected?You'realwayshere

butnevercloseQuinton.Mydadcannotwalkinon

usseatingonthesamecouchhere,wecando

whateverwewanthere"she'sright.

Me:"Letmegotakeashowerandthenwe'llgoto

thatrestaurant"

Yoli:"Let'stakeashowertogether" 

Me:"I-"

Yoli:"WhatifIdon'tgetbetter?Ineedtolearntolove

youagain.WhenthebabyarrivesIwantustokiss.I

readourtextseverynightandcryathowmuchwe

weresoinlove.Idon'twantthatlovetoslipthrough

myhands"Isqueezedhertight.

Me:"Letmegogetmybag"

Weletgo.Sheworethisbigbeautifulsmile.She's

beenthishappysincethismorning.Iamhappyshe's

happy.



ShewenttothebathroomwhileIwalkedout.Hope

restoredinmeagain...

•••

[Bonga]

Me:"Ohyouarrivedearlytoday" 

Gogo:"Becauseyouhaven'tdugupthebones!"

Bonga:"Babaisveryoccupied.Ican'tjustgotohim:

Babalet'sgodigupbonesofapersonwehaveno

ideawho.Gogo'sorder"

Gogo:"Sbongakonke" 

Me:"Gogo" 

Gogo:"Soyoucloseddownthisplacefornothing?"

Me:"I'mstilltryingtocomeupwithanideaofwhy

we'rerenovating.Wejustrenovated6monthsago" 

Gogo:"Comeupwithsomethingquicklymyboyor

allthisflashylifestyleandeverythingyouhavewill

betakenaway.AllofyouwillsquatattheDiepsloot

matchesboxofahouse"

Thedoorroughlyopened.IsweartoGodtheyare



trulytongueandsaliva. 

Khule:"Whyisthisplacenotrunning?"

Lucia:"Doyouknowhowmuchmoney-" 

Me:"Thisisafamilymatterma'am.Pleasewait

outside" 

Gogo:"Don'ttellthislittleweaklyathing" 

Me:"I'mrenovatingbaba.Thepipesareleakingthey

havecauseddamagetotheundergroundwalls" 

Khule:"Andyoudidn'tseeitfittoletmeknow?"

Gogo:"Tellhimyes." 

Me:"Yes" 

Hetriedtohitme.Luciaheldhim. 

Gogo:"TellhimIamhere"

Me:"Gogoishere" 

Gogo:"TellhimIdon'twantthiswomanhere.Iwant

tospeaktohim"

Me:"ShesaysLuciashouldgetout.Shewantsto

speaktoyou" 



Khule:"Luciaismywife.Whateveryouwanttosay

tomeyoucansayitinfrontofher"

Gogo:"Bloodyfool.Havethesecuritytakehimout.If

youeverletthishardfacewhoreintoanyofmy

children'shousesI'llsetthemonfire.Ifyoulether

intomyjetIwillcrashit.Idon'tcarewhowillbe

inside"

Shedisappeared. 

Me:"Gogono" 

Lucia:"Ishecrazy?" 

Me:"Out" 

Khule:"Whatdoesshesay?" 

Me:"Getout!!!"

Yetagain.IamputinapositionwhereIhaveto

controlthingsthatcan'tbecontrolled...
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[Quinton]

Itossedtheshoveloverthetopofthesoilwe'vedug

up.Iwipedthesweatoffwiththesleeveofmy

overall. 

Me:"MfanaIamshittired.We'llhavetocontinue

againtonight"Iwaspanting,Idrankwaterandthe

pantingbecamebetter."Fuck!"

Bongastoppeddiggingtoo. 

Bonga:"Howdeepshouldwego?Mkhulumust've

dugthiswithamachine" 

Me:"Heprobablydid."Wehadduguptomytosso.If

therewasanythingtherewewould'vefoundit

already."Let'sgo" 

Bonga:"Let'sdigforanhourmore.Wemightbe

close" 

Me:"Hellno.Digalone.I'mgoinghome,Iamtired,

hungryandverysleepy" 

Bonga:"Babaplease.Wedon'thavetime" 



Me:"Digupfor30minutesthenI'lldomy30minutes

afteryou."

Henoddedandstarteddiggingagain.Isatinthecar,

doorsopenwatchinghimtryingbyallmeanstostop

myselffromfallingasleep.Ipoppedoutacigarette

andlitit.Icheckedthetime.Itwasafewminutes

after4. 

Me:"Getinthecar" 

Bonga:"Wait...IthinkIseesomething"

Igotoutofthecarandwenttosee.Mphangiseni

wasaveryshadyman.Itookmyshovelandjumped

in.WedugtillIcouldn'thandleitanymore.Imight

havekilledacoupleoftimesbutI'mfuckingscared

ofghosts. 

Bonga:"Hawbaba.Helptakeitout" 

Me:"Whyaren'tyouscared?"

Bonga:"He'sdead.Bones"helaughed. 

Me:"Thehairsonmybackjuststoodup.Jesusdon't

openit!" 

Bonga:"Iknowyou'veseendeadpeople" 



Me:"Yes,freshones.Howlonghasthisonebeen

dead?" 

Bonga:"OnlyMkhuluknows.Come"OhLord.Thisis

Khule'stypeofthing,notme.

Wecarriedittothebootofthecar.Whew!

Wedroveofftoburnitandputtheashesintothe

river.Wearrivedhomeat10am.WefoundKatlego

andKhethelocooking.

Us:"Morning" 

Katlego:"Wherewereyouguys?" 

Me:"Wenttotakecareofsomething.IsYoli

upstairs?" 

Khethelo:"Yes.Shewenttopee,probablystanding

infrontofthemirrorlookingatherbellynow"we

laughed. 

Me:"Istheresomethingtoeatleft?" 

Katlego:"Yes.I'llwarmitjustnow.Inthemeantime

youbothcangobath"Ismelledmyarmpits. 

Bonga:"You'reverypolitemathankyou"welaughed



andfollowedeachothertoourrespectfulbedrooms.

Shewasnotintheroom.Iconnectedmyphoneto

thechargerandplantedmyclothesonthefloorasI

headedtothebathroom.Wehadaweirdmomentof

"hhah!"Isupposewescaredeachother. 

Me:"Hey"Isaidaftertakingadeepbreath.

Yoli:"Youscaredme.Whydidn'tyouknock?" 

Me:"Youscaredmetoo" 

Yoli:"Wherewereyou?" 

Me:"Out?" 

Yoli:"OutwhereQuinton?" 

Me:"Outout"Icouldn'treallythinkofanythingwith

sense. 

Yoli:"Areyoucheatingonme?" 

Me:"What?No.Whatdoyoutakemefor?" 

Yoli:"Doyouevenknowwhatdateisittoday?"I

shookmyheadslowly."23rd.IhaveaDrs

appointment" 



Me:"I'msosorry.Igotheldup.Letmebathandwe'll

goafterwards"

Shesighedandshookherheadandthenwalkedout.

Whendidwegethere?Whoshoutsatabuttnaked

poormanwhojustdugupaghost?

ShecamebackasIsteppedundertheshower. 

Yoli:"Itstillwon'tpositionitselfrightsowedidn'tget

thegenderagain."

Myheartjustmeltedlikechocolateinthesunwhen

sheplayedthevideo.ShepausedasIwasstill

watching. 

Me:"Whatiswrongwithyou?I'mstillwatching" 

Yoli:"Thenmaybeyoushould'vewentwithme.Did

youbringulusuthatIaskedyoutobring?" 

Me:"Yes.Itsdownstairs"Isaidforthesakeofpeace.

IfiguredIwastheleastofpeopleshewantedtosee

today.Shewalkedout.Shewasn'tscaredofmeat

alltoday.

IshoweredasfastasIcould.Iwasn'tsleepy

anymore.Myhappinesswasshortlived.Yoliis



naturallydramatic,hadshenotbeensickrightnowI

wouldbeastreetadultduetopregnancydrama.

SeemslikeIdidn'treallydodgethebullet...

•••

[Bonga]

AftereatingIaskedmamKhethelotocomehelpme

withsomethingoutside.

Me:"YouhavetogobacktoDurban,todaybefore

thismeetingmamKatlegoasked"

Khethelo:"Why?"

Me:"Becausegogosaidso.Youbeinghereisavery

highrisk,alreadybabaissuspiciousofyoualways

wearingacoat" 

Khethelo:"But..."

Me:"Nobutsma.Tellmewhenyou'reready,Iwill

driveyoutotheairport"

Ileftherstandingtheremadorwhateverandwent

inside,allthewayuptomamYoli'sbedroom.I

knocked,babasaidImaycomein.Iwentin,they

werecuddling.Didn'ttheyjustalmostthroweach



otheroutthewindowbecauseofmogodu? 

Me:"MacanIhaveawordwithyou?"

Shelaughed. 

Yoli:"I'llnevergetusedtothat.Yeahwecanhavea

word" 

Me:"Privately"

Quinton:"Iwillbeatthetvroomplayingfifa."

Hetookhisphoneandwalkedout. 

Me:"BabaIknowyou'rethere"helaughed.

Quinton:"Tseksan.I'mleavingnow" 

Me:"Leavemadala"

Iopenedthedoortocheckifhe'sreallygone.Before

weleftyesterdaytodigupthosebonesIgaveher

someconcoctionthattheleafsuggestedwhenI

consulted.Myspiritdidnotfeelokayformetotake

hertoBabCele.

Iclosedthedoorandwenttositonasinglecouch

nearthemirror.



Me:"Howareyou?"

Yoli:"I'mgood.ActuallyIamperfectBonga.Ican't

waittotellhim"

Me:"Itsworking?"

Yoli:"Yes.WhenIwokeupIjumpedoutbedand

rushedtobaththinkingI'mgoingtoworkandthenI

recognizedKatlego.Alotisstillinthedarkbutitis

working" 

Me:"ThankyouLord.Iwillgiveyousomethingelse

againtonight" 

Yoli:"Thankyou" 

Me:"Anytimemama."

Welaughed.Myphonerang.

Me:"Yourecallthatyouhavegrandchildren?"

Yoli:"Youhavekids?"

Me:"Yes.Quads.6months"shegaspedandthought

hard.

Yoli:"Willthememorycomebackinorderor?"



Me:"IwouldbelyingifIsaidIknew" 

Yoli:"Pleasebringthemover.Maybeitmughtboost

meinanyway" 

Me:"Iwill.Letmegocallthemamaback" 

Yoli:"ThankyousomuchBonga" 

Me:"I'mjustdoingmyjob"

Shesmiled.Iwalkedout...

•••

[Calvin]

Mpendulorantomeandhuggedmyknees.Iputlet

gotheluggageandpickedhimup. 

Me:"Heylittleman.Where'smommy?"He

respondedinMandarin."Babe?"Ishouted. 

Lelo:"Storeroom!"Sheshoutedback.

Sheappearedwithabeautifulsmile.Wehuggedand

sharedakiss. 

Lelo:"OhmyGodImissedyou"

Me:"NotmorethanIdid.Wherearethetwins?"



Lelo:"Theyleftfortheschooltripthismorning.I

emailedyou" 

Me:"Oh.Ihaven'treadmyemailstoday" 

Lelo:"Youlookhungry" 

Me:"Iammylove."Shepulledmetothekitchen. 

Lelo:"HellisbreakinglooseinJo'burg.Khuletriedto

putthatwomanintothecompany" 

Me:"YeahIheard.Iwillputanendtothismadness,

onceandforall"

Lelo:"Imissthemsomuch" 

Me:"We'regoingtheretonight.Theyareprobably

thinkingIditchedthem" 

Lelo:"Fantastic.Yoliisalsothere" 

Me:"Quintonhatesmewhereverheis.Buthe'llhave

tounderstandthatIdidthisforallofus"sheserved

mefood.Imissedherfood."Thankyou"

Lelo:"I'llgopack"

Me:"YezweandDollyarecomingthisweekend.Iam

sonotinthemoodforeatingallthosefunnyfoods



Dollycooks"shelaughed. 

Lelo:"Hesaidhe'llbeservingusAfricanCuisinethis

timearoundMrFatherinlaw"Ilaughed. 

Me:"BewarnedMrsDube.Thereweresomehotties

thereatMozambique,Ishould'vesnatchedoneand

madehermysecondwife" 

Lelo:"Itisverymaturetoaskyourwifenicelytokill

you,notsuggestsecondwives" 

Me:"Youlovemetoomuchtokillme" 

Lelo:"AndIloveyoutoomuchtoshareyou."She

winkedandvanished. 

Me:"Yourmamaiscrazyboy.Areyouexcitedtosee

yoursiblings?I'msuretheymissyou"

Heputhisfilthyhandintomyfood."Let'sjusthope

there'snopoopinthathandorelseyouandIwill

haveabigtrouble"hegiggledandweate.

ThatLuciawomanwon'tknowwhathither.

...

WedroveintoKhule'shomearound5pm.Women



andalwaysneedingsomethingfromthemall.We

lefthomeearlybutwalkedaroundthemallbuying'a

fewthings'thatturnedouttobethewholeof

Heidelbergmall.

Hedidn'tlooksowell.Hewascouchingand

sneezing. 

Khule:"Yousureashellknowhowtohide" 

Me:"Iwasnothiding.Iwasbusy.Haveyouseena

Dr?" 

Khule:"No.Iwashopingit'ssomethingsmall"

Me:"ThenIcan'trequestameetingifyou'relike

this" 

Khule:"Whatisgoingon?Katlegorequestedone

too" 

Me:"Isit?Thenlet'sdrivethere.Ihaveaflumixture

inmycar,Iwasalsodyingaweekago" 

Khule:"OkI'llfindyououtside.LetmecallLuciaand

informher"

Me:"Okay"



Iwasneverthetypetobelieveintraditionalhealers

butwhenMathebula,theMozambiquebestknown

healercalledmeandtoldmetopayhimavisitor

elsewewillwatchallthatweworkedhardforvanish

intothinair,Itookthenextavailableflight.Istayed

therefor3weeks,gettingcleansedandeverything.

Andthenhegavememorecleansingmixturesfor

everyoneandthenthespecialoneforKhule.That

womaniswicked,whobewitchsomeonetobewith

them,torobthemoffofeverythingtheyhave?She

sawKhuleandsawafreakinjackpot.Thefactthat

she'stryingtoturnhimagainstusmadememeeven

sick.

Igotinthecarandwaitedforhim...

•••

[Khule]

Itrangforawhilebeforesheanswered. 

Lucia:"I'minthemiddleofthemeetingKhulekani,

whatisit?Areyoudying?"Icoughed. 

Me:"IamgoingtoChris's.Thereisameeting" 



Lucia:"Whatmeeting?Howareyougonnadrivein

thatstate?" 

Me:"I'llgowithCalvin" 

Lucia:"Areyoukiddingme?Thatwitchisthereason

you'resick.Ishethereinmyhouse?" 

Me:"NottodayLuciaplease.Youwilldrivestraight

toChris'safterwork"Ihungup.

Ilockedandwenttohoponthecar.IgreetedLelo

andCalvinhandedmethemixture. 

Calvin:"Itsbitter.Justcloseyoureyesandgulpitall

down"

Idid. 

Me:"Yeses!Doyouhavesweets?" 

Calvin:"Liedownitwillgetbetter"

IfeltsickerthanIwas.Ilieddown...

•••

[Tyler]

Iwasneverreadyforthispartofraisingachilda



child.Hescreamedfromthecrecheuntilwegotto

hismother'soffice.WewereonthewaytoChris's,

hehadn'tstoppedscreaming. 

Khethiwe:"Finallywewillknowwhatishappening." 

Me:"Ithinktheyaregettingdivorced" 

Khethiwe:"ThenIwouldn'tblamethem.Ones

happinessandwellbeingmatters.Ifmarital

problemsiswhatmadeKatlegolooklikethatthen

she'sbetteroffsingle" 

Me:"Truebutthisfamilywillneverbethesame" 

Khethiwe:"We'lljusthavetoadjusttoanychanges"

Me:"Aslongasshewon'tdivorceusall"

Sheeyedme."What?" 

Khethiwe:"Youguysaregoodbutsometimesyou

failhowtotreatpeopleyoulovegood" 

Me:"Truebut..." 

Khethiwe:"Nobutsbabe.IfKatlegowantstocutties

withallofyouthensobeit" 

Me:"Yesma'am"



Sheturnedupthevolume.

...

IsmiledwhenIsawCalvin'scar.IcarriedBanzi

inside. 

Me:"Kushkushkush" 

Calvin:"Mbuyazi.Isthisyou?Ithoughtyou'dbe

arrested,Mpanzadoesn'tplay" 

Me:"Whenyouhaveaqueeninyourlife,Mpanzais

justagame" 

Calvin:"Youdon'tsay.MamakaBanzi"theyhugged. 

Khethiwe:"ForamomentIthoughtwe'dneversee

youagain" 

Calvin:"Itsapleasuretobemissed"welaughed. 

Khethiwe:"I'llgocheckontheladies"

Me:"IsKhulecoming?"IsaidtoChris.Hewas

somewherefarawayfromhere. 

Calvin:"He'ssleepingupstairs.Whatamessthis

familyhasbecome" 



Me:"Itsthatdemonhebroughtintoourlives" 

Calvin:"Thatcallhehadwithherwasthelastone.

WhenhewakesuphewillbetheoldKhuleweall

know" 

Me:"Didyoumakehimpuke?" 

Calvin:"Ewwno" 

Me:"WhateveritisthatyougavehimIwantittoo.

Mpanzasentmenudes,guesswhatIdid?"

Calvin:"Shewhat?Doyoustillhavethepictures?"

Me:"Shh.Nostupid,Idamnshowedthemto

Khethiwe,doesthatsoundnormaltoyou?"

Calvin:"NobutI'mgladyou'renowgrownandloyal" 

Me:"HellnoI'mbewitched.Khethiwehasagrandma

andyouknowhowthoseoldwomenget"helaughed.

"Okaystayhereandlaugh.I'llgoseethebetter

versionofKhule" 

Calvin:"Thatoneisdogtired.Yoliandherhormones

aresendinghimalloverJo'burg"Ilaughed. 

Me:"Evenbetter."



Iwentupstairs.

•••

[Katlego]

Itslikedejavu.5yearsbackIsatamongstmyfamily

andPitso'stotellthemtheverysamethingIam

abouttosaytotheseDubepeople.Theonlything

thatwasdifferenttoday:Myfamilywasn'there.

Me:"I'llbeverybriefaboutthissinceeveryonehasto

goandprepareforworktomorrow." 

Calvin:"Takeallthetimeyouneed"

Luciagotin,clickingherstilettosonmyfloorlike

sheownsit.Everyonesighedinsomekindofway. 

Lucia:"Greetings.Sorryforbeinglate" 

Calvin:"Khuleisupstairs"

Lucia:"Oh" 

Calvin:"Yes"

Sherushedupthestairs."MakakaHawu" 

Me:"ChrisandIhavebeengoingthroughsome



things.We'vebeentryingourbesttomakethis

marriageworkbutinsteadthingsgotworse.Iwillbe

briefbecauseIdonotwanttotalkaboutthis.Chris

gotphysicalwithmeforthefirsttimeeverinMarch.

Heturnedintoacompleteanimal..

"mymindrevisitedthatnight.Myeyesinstantly

becamewet.Hewaslookingatmethewholetime.

HebeggedmenottotellhisfamilyaboutthisbutI

couldn'tdothat.Theyneededtoknowwhywewere

gettingadivorce. 

"Thishometurnedintoacompletebattlefield.He

toldmetoquitchurch,IwenttochurchwhenIwas

inmymother'shouse,hefoundout....Ihavenever

experiencedthatkindofbeatinginmylife.Hebeat

meinfrontofthekids,noteventheirlittlecrying

couldstophim,hebeatmeuntilIbled.Iendedupin

hospitalwhereIfoundoutIhadlostababy"

Khethiwemovedclosertomeandhuggedmeaswe

criedintoeachother'sarms. 

Me:"IhavebeentryingtoforgivebutI'mfailing.I

havebeenavoidingeveryone.Myhealth,Iamnot



recovering.Sowereachedanagreementthatwewill

begettingadivorce"

Quintongotup.

Quinton:"FollowmeChristian"

Chriskeptgluedonhissofa.Quintonswungonto

himandslappedhimacrosstheface. 

Quinton:"NeedIrepeatmyself?"Heshookhishead

andfollowedhim.Ineededtoseemoreofthat.

Calvinfollowed.

IcouldhearhimgroanasQuintonshoutedathim,

sayinghowmuchhe'sgonnakillhim.

"Yeswe'vedonehorriblemistakes.Whydoyou

alwaysfollowinthosewickedsteps!"

Weheardasharpscreamfromupstairs.

Werushedup.

"Khuleplease!"Shecouldbarelyspeak.Thedoor

washalfopen.Hehadherpinneddown,hisboth

handsonherneck.

Tylerrushedinandpushedhimoffher.



Irushedbackdownstairs.

Ipeepedthrough.Hewasonthefloorcryingas

Quintonsaid:"Getupandfightamanyourownsize.

stopbitchingChris.You'reabeaterright?Getupand

beatme" 

Calvin:"Talkingaboutyoucan'tcontrolthatfucking

coco.Whydon'tyougetintoboxing.Youseewhat

you'vecostus?Anotherwifegoneandwecan'tstop

heryouasshole"hekickedhim."Getupyoufucking

douche.Getup!"

Isighed.Ihaven'tbeenthishappysincethatdayhe

triedtokillme....
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[Quinton]



Iknockedonceagain. 

Me:"Khulekani!Iwillkickitdown"hedidnotseemto

careaboutthat.Hekeptgroaninginfrustration

breakingwhateveritisthathewasbreaking."You

willbuyallofthatyoufool."Calvinwalkeddownthe

hallwaytowardsme. 

Cal:"Lethimbe."Aglasscluttered. 

Me:"He'sbreakingthings" 

Cal:"He'smadathimself"

Me:"Whydon'thebreakhinselfthen?Whatdid

glassesdotohim?" 

Cal:"Come.WeneedtotalktoLucia" 

Me:"No.I'mnottalkingtothatwitch.Hheywena,

don'tbreakthebathroommirror.Ilovethatmirror" 

Cal:"Let'sgo"

Ihesitantlyfollowedhimallthewaydowntothe

basement.Somuchwine.Iopenedabottlehoping

itsnotKatlego'sfavorite. 

Tyler:"Okanotherquestion.Whatinspiredyoutobe



awitch?"Ichuckled. 

Me:"Getout" 

Tyler:"Noway.She'slikearobot.Sheanswersevery

question"hesaidlaughing.Trudyhimtofindhumor

ineverything.

Cal:"Lucia!"Hesighed."Youreallythoughtyou

wouldgetawaywiththis?"Shenodded. 

Me:"Wewillsithereandlistentoyouconfess

everythingyou'vedonethenwe'llletyougo"

Shelookedlikeonescrewinherheadhadsuddenly

gotlost.ShewasnolongerthefeistyLuciathat

wouldtelluswheretogetoff.Ireallyrespect

Calvin'switchdoctor.Wetookseatsandwaited. 

Lucia:"Mybrotherhelpedmedoit." 

Tyler:"Whichone?Theonewhohasacrushon

you?"Shefrownedforabitandthensaid:

Lucia:"Khumbulani.Ipaidhimlotsofmoney,bought

himacarandanapartmentforhimtohelpme" 

Me:"Why?" 



Lucia:"Iwasjealousofhowhelovedhiswifeand

neverreallyacknowledgedmeandwhatIfeltfor

him" 

Cal:"Okay.Continue" 

Lucia:"SoImetthiswomancalledGlade.I

befriendedher,tofishoutinformationabout

Khulekani.BecauseMthowouldn'tshareanything

withme.WhenGladetoldmetheyoncehadsex

backintime,IsawmychancetochaseKhethelo

away.ItoldGladetogototheirhomeandseek

shelter,soshecouldseducehimbutunfortunately

theygavehertheoldhouse.Wehadtocomeupwith

planB..." 

Me:"Wait,whatthef..." 

Cal:"Letherfinish.Continuema'am" 

Lucia:"Ialsopaidherlotsofmoney.Ithenstarted

havingKhulefollowedandthenonenightyouall

wenttodrinkinthatbar,allofyouweredrunk,Itold

Gladetoshowupandoffertohimaridehome,canI

pleasehavewater?" 

Cal:"No!Keeptalking.Didhesleepwithherornot?"



Sheshookherheadscared."Andthenyoukilled

Glade?"Shenodded."Fuckingbitch!Icouldkillyou

rightnowbutyouaren'tworthgettingmyhandsdirty

for.Iwilldriveyoutothepolicestation,andyouwill

tellthemallthat"

Shenodded."Let'sgo"

Theyclimbedbackup.TylerandIsattherelooking

ateachlikewtf????

•••

[Khethiwe]

Itookmybagandrusheddownstairs.Ifound

Katlegohummingasongwhileshefriedrussians.I

wasconfusedabitbeforekissingthelittleoneson

theirfeedingchairsandthenSikelelaandherhyper

crew. 

Me:"Ithoughtyouwouldn'tbeherewhenwewake

up" 

Kat:"Metoo.Hungry?" 

Me:"Yesandlate.LelosaidIcanleaveBanzi.She'll

takecareofthem" 



Kat:"Ofcourseshewill.Afterthatdisappearance"we

laughed."heredon'tstarve"shegavemealunchbox.

Me:"Thankyoumami"Ibidthemgoodbye.

MyheartalmoststoppedwhenIsawafigureleaning

againstmycar.Shelaughed.

Yoli:"I'msorry.Ididn'tmeantoscareyou" 

Me:"Mosadiyoualmostkilledme.What'sup?" 

Yoli:"Nothing.CanIcomewithyou?" 

Me:"I'mgoingtowork" 

Yoli:"Iknow.CanI?" 

Me:"Quintonwill..."shecutmeoff. 

Yoli:"Heagreed.Ipromiseyou,youwon'teven

noticethatI'mthere" 

Me:"Well,hoponthen.I'm30minuteslate"

Sheclappedherhandsexcitedlyandgotin.Inoticed

apicnicbasketfullofgoodiesatthebackseat.And

ababybag! 

Me:"Uhm...Yoli,areyouinpain?" 



Yoli:"Nope.Why?" 

Me:"Thebabybag" 

Yoli:"Ohno.TheDrtoldmetotakeitanywherewith

me.Babiescanpopoutanytime"

Shereachedforanappleatthebackandstarted

munchingonit.Sheissopregnant!

Ichuckledandshookmyhead. 

Yoli:"IfeellikeIwasdead"shesaidafterawhile.I

glancedatherthenbackontheroad. 

Me:"Whatdoyoumean?" 

Yoli:"Mymemoryloss.NowthatI'vegainedmyold

selfbackI-"

Iscreamedandhitthestaringassheshoutedmy

nametellingmetobecareful.Fuckbeingcareful!!!

Fuckit!!!Justfuckingfuckit!!

Ipulledupatthesideoftheroadandhuggedthe

shitoutofher,cryingandlaughing. 

Me:"Iloveyousomuch!Iamsohappy"

Ifinallyletgorealizingshe'spregnantandI'm



probablyputtingpressureonherbellywithmytight

squeeze.Isatbackonmyseatandexhaledsharply

whilefanningmyeyes.Shewaslaughingwithglossy

eyes. 

Me:"Let'sgogetdrunk...ughfuck.Let'sgotothe

parkanddrinkoros" 

Yoli:"OhmyGodMrsCEOyouhaveacompanyto

run" 

Me:"AhhBosslady.Ihaven'tbeenabsentsincethe

yearbegansomayIpleasegocelebrate?" 

Yoli:"Let'sgotothatpubandgrill" 

Me:"OhmyGodyou'rereallyback.Ican'tbelieve

this." 

Yoli:"You'rethesecondpersontoknow" 

Me:"I'msurehe'soverthemoon" 

Yoli:"Hedoesn'tknow.OnlyBongaandYou.Iwant

tosurprisehim"

Me:"How?" 

Yoli:"Throwhimababyshowerorwhatever" 



Me:"Let'sthrowhimawedding" 

Yoli:"What?" 

Me:"No,engagementpartywoulddo.Yes

engagementparty.Youneverdidit" 

Yoli:"Thatsoundslikeagoodidea.Letmestart

lookingforabestdesignerintown...ohwhybother,

wehaveYezwe" 

Me:"Thisisgonnabesomuchfun.Ican'twait" 

Yoli:"Canitstaybetweenus?" 

Me:"Ofcoursebabes.Ofcourse." 

Yoli:"Thankyou."

FinallyIwasgonnagetmarried.Itoldherthatwe

cancelledthewedding.Shefeltbad.Ikeptlookingat

heramused.Quintonwasyettoreceivethebiggest

surpriseofhislife...

•••

[Katlego]

IdidnotwanttoarriveasecondlatesoIarrivedan

hourearlyandwaitedonthewaitingarea.



ThenursecametotellmeIcannowgoin.Ifixed

myself,the6inchstrapyheelsIwaswearingwerea

bitchallengingtowalkonbutIcouldn'taffordto

comeherelookinglikeadryhousewife.Chris

neededtodieofmyoflookbeforeofanythingelse.I

hadtomakehimseehe'slostme,forever.

Iworeashortjeanskirt,nottooshortjustshortand

aredboobtubeand6inchredstrapyheels.Ihada

tinyblackslingbaghangingonmyshoulder.Ilooked

alltypesofsingle,ohIforgotmyface.Iwenttoa

makeupartistandshemadethethingsthatneeded

tobedone,shetoppeditupwith6Dlashesandared

lip.Icouldn'tlookanyhotterwithmydeepcurl8inch

lacewig.IlookedliketheKatlegoIhadn'tseenin

months.InmyhandIcarriedabagwithfruitsand

mageu.

Islowlyopenedthedoor.Iwashopingthey'lltake

himtoapublichospitalbuthehasmoneyhe

would'veaskedtobemovedtoaprivateoneanyway.

Iclosedthedoorandclickedmyheelstowardsthe

bed.Hefrownedandhisfaceturnedtopissed.



Chris:"What..."hecoughed,hishandrushedtohis

stomach.Hereachedforwateranddrankupthen

recovered.Thesightwasveryamusingtome.I

knewtheybeathimupbutIhadnoideaitwasthis

bad,evenbetter.Iwishedthey'dpoppedhisballs

andbrokehispenis.

Me:"Ibroughtyouthese.MymotherinsistedIpass

by.Ihopeyougetbetrer"Iputthebagnexttohisjug

ofwaterandmotionedtowardsthedoor. 

Chris:"Katlego"Iturned."Whereareyougoing

wearinglikethat?"Toaclub.ItsFridaydarling.I

pushedthatthoughtbackandsaid:

Me:"Tolookforahouseandthenmeetingupwith

MrDlaminimylawyer,why?"Iremovedthehairin

mymouth.

Chris:"Youtookoffyourring?" 

Me:"That'snolongermine.Iputitinyourjewellery

box.I'mrunninglate,seeya"

Iwalkedout,leavinghimcalloutmyname.

ItextedLulamathatIwillcometoherhotelroom



insteadoftherestaurant.Mymothertoldher,she

can'tkeepasecret.

...

Iarrivedatthehotel.Ifoundherbusyonherlaptop

wearingpyjamas. 

Me:"Areyoukiddingme?" 

Luh:"Ichangedbackintothemafteryoutexted" 

Me:"Ohh" 

Luh:"Youlookgood." 

Me:"Ifeelnaked"

Itookoutmyjeansandteefrommybagand

changed. 

Luh:"Wherewereyou?" 

Me:"Hospital 

Luh:"Todowhat?"

Me:"ToseeChris.Hisbrothersbeathimup" 

Luh:"Goodriddance.Ijustdon'tunderstandwhydid

yougotoseehim" 



Me:"Uhm...becausehe'smyhusband" 

Luh:"Soontobeex-husband"sheexclaimed.

Me:"No.He'smyhusband" 

Luh:"Katlego" 

Me:"NoLulu.Iwillmoveoutofthehousewhilehe

goesforhelp.Iamnotdivorcinghim" 

Luh:"Oh,youwanthimtokillyou?" 

Me:"Hewon't" 

Luh:"Hekilledyourbabythough"Ifeltmyinsides

knot."Areyoualsogonnabethosewomenwhostay

inabusiverelationshipsforthekids?He'sanasshole

andisn'tworthyofyourloveoryourloyalty.Divorce

him!"

Ipickedmybagandheadedtothedoor."Katlego!"

Iuppedmypaceuntiltheparkinglotwhereshe

reachedme. 

Me:"Ilovehimandasmuchashehurtme,itwas

nothim.Iwillhelphimdealwiththis,notasacouple

butIwon'tdivorcehimeither." 



Luh:"Youaren'tmakinganysense"

Me:"Thenletmebe.Mymarriageisnoneof

anyone'sconcernreally."

Luh:"WecareaboutKatli" 

Me:"ThensupporteverydecisionImake.Whenit

backfiresIwilltaketheresponsibilityofbeing

irresponsible" 

Luh:"Fine!HaveityourwayjustknowIwillnotcome

toyourfuneral" 

Me:"Fine!"

Igotinmycarandspedawaycrying...

•••

[Khethelo]

WhenIleftJoburgYoligavemekeystoher

apartmentwhenIcomplainedaboutboredomin

mine.

ItoldthecabdrivertotakemestraighttoYoli's.I

founditcleanandfresh.Itwasbeautiful.Bencame

tocheckuponmeinthatevening,hecameagain



yesterdayhedrankuntilhepassedoutonthecouch,

enjoyinghisfreakyFriday.

WhenIwokeupthismorninghewasNowherein

sight.Iwenttolockthedoorandtookoffthedamn

coat.Imadebreakfastandsatdowninthelounge

andwatchedTV.Saturdaysaretheworst.Itookmy

phonetocallNhlelo.

Thekeymovedonthedoor.Ifrozeforawhile

thinkingwhocoulditbe.Maybesomeonetryingto

breakin?Irantothebedroomandtookoutagun

frommybagandtiptoedbacktotheloungewithmy

gunpointingoutandreadytokill.

IpulledthetriggersoonasIsawtheperpetrator.

"Khethelo!Khethelo!"Ithrewthegundownandfroze.

OhmyGodYoliisgonnakillme. 

Khule:"Ohmyfuckinggoodnessyoupsycho!You

almostkilledme!" 

Me:"ughitsyou.WhyonearthdidImiss?"Igroaned

whilerollingmyeyes."IthoughtyouwereQuinton.

Whatareyoudoinghere?"Isaidpickingupthegun,

headingbacktothebedroom.



IturnedtohimwhenIturnedtowalkbacktothe

lounge. 

Khule:"Whoseisit?"Ishrugged.Hepointedatmy

belly.ShitItotallyforgotIhadabump.Igulped. 

Me:"Myboyfriend's.Moveoutofmyway"Isaid

tryingtosoundasproudaspossible.

Ipushedhimasideandwalkedout. 

Khule:"Whatboyfriend?" 

Me:"Myboyfriend.Theonewhohasanicedick.

Whyareyouhere?Didmagogochaseyououtoryou

ranawayfromthewrinkledvajayjay?"IchuckledasI

satonthehighchaircontinuingwithmygreasy

breakfast. 

Khule:"Khethelo" 

Me:"Yah?" 

Khule:"Howfarareyou?" 

Me:"Noneofyourbusiness"hewasdifferent.He

didn'tlookatmewithhatredanddisgustashe

usuallydoes.



Khule:"Wherearemykids?" 

Me:"Athomewiththeirgrandma"

Heheadedtowardsthedoor.Hebangeditbehind

him.IletoutabreathIdidn'tevenknowIwas

holding.Iwentandtookmyphonefromthecouch

andcalledBonga.Hepickedupafterawhile.

Me:"Heknows" 

Bonga:"Who?" 

Me:"Khule.He...hecameinhereandI-" 

Bonga:"Calmdown.Luciaisoutofourlivesnow.

ShehandedherselfintothepoliceforkillingGlade"

Me:"What?"Ifeltangerwellupinsideme."TellmeI

didnothearyouright" 

Bonga:"Youdid.IjustgotoffthecallwithBabCalvin.

Don'tputtheGladeissuesintoyourhead,we'lltalk

afterthemeeting.Iloveyou"

Hehungup.Isatonthecouchdefeated.Ineeded

answers.

IcalledCalvin...



...

[2weekslater]

Tosaythingswerebetterwouldbealesswayto

describehowwelleverythingwasgoing.Although

KhulestillbelievedIwascarryinganotherman's

child,whichIenjoyedofcourse.Thepainhecaused

mewasnothingcomparedtomeclaimingtobe

impregnatedbymynicedickboyfriend.

NooneknewaboutmypregnancyattheDubesandI

knewhewastooproudtotellanyone.Iwasstillat

Yoli's.Iloveditthere.IlovedevenBenmore.Iburied

myselfinmycoatinhispresenceofcourse.The

twinsdidn'tlikemeatall.TheycamewithNhlelo

overtheweekendandleft,notevenasingle

mncwaaamommy.

Idon'tknowwhatI'ddowithoutNhleloormama.

Magogowasclearlythedarkcloudhoveringoverus.

Shewasstillbehindbars.Iplannedonvisitingher.

Khulewasfreefromherspell.Eventhoughwe

weren'tbestoffriendshedidnotstopshowinghis

uglyfacehere.



IheardaknockasIpositionedmyselfonthehigh

chairtoeat. 

Me:"Whoisit?" 

Khule:"Openup"Irolledmyeyes. 

Me:"Itsunlocked"

Hepusheditopen.Atleastherememberedthere's

whatwecallknockingtoday. 

Me:"HowcanIhelpyouKhulekaniDube?" 

Khule:"IcametotellyouIamleavingwiththekids

tonight" 

Me:"Youcould'vetexted" 

Khule:"IknowbutIwasintheneighborhoodsoI..." 

Me:"Oksafeflight"

Ifeltsomethingcoldandsoftrubbingagainstmyleg.

IgulpednotwantingtothinkitiswhatIfeellikeitis. 

Me:"FortheloveofGodpleasecomepickmeup"it

movedtoanotherleg."Khulekani!"

Hejuststoodthereconfused.Tearsgusheddown



myface.That'swhenherushedtomebutstopped

andsmiledwhenhesawit.

Me:"Howbigisit?" 

Khule:"Quitebig" 

Me:"PleasepickmeupKhulekaniIambeggingyou"

hechuckled. 

Khule:"I'llseeyouaround.Youcancallyourbaby

daddytocomepickyouup"thethinghadstopped

movingbutstillrestingonmyfeet.Iwasshitscared

tolookatit. 

Me:"Wait!Fuckyouman.Justgetthisfuckinggrand

grandgrandfatherofasnakeoffofme.Iswearto

GodI'llkillitnexttime!" 

Khule:"Willyoutakemeback?" 

Me:"Fuckyou"

Ikickedthesnakeoffandclimbedontopofthe

counter.Herolledwithlaughter. 

Me:"Getoutyoufuckingmoron!Takeyoursnake

withyou" 



Khule:"Ohnothat'snotmine"

Itrolleditselfunderthechair.OhGoditsheretostay.

Igotoffthecounterandrantothebedroom.I

grabbedmygown,bagandcarkeys.Ifoundhim

eatingmyfood. 

Khule:"Whereareyougoing?" 

Me:"Home.Iwillnotstaywiththatanaconda"

Khule:"Youknowitsgonnaappearanywhereyouare

right?" 

Me:"WhatIknowisthatIwillkillitifIseeit" 

Khule:"Don'tberidiculous.Youwantmychildtodie

atbirth?ComeI'lldriveyou"Irolledmyeyes."You

can'tdrivewiththatbelly"

Me:"NottodaySatan!Nottoday!"Isaidandrushed

out."Lock!"Ishoutedasgotinthelift.

Myphonebeeped:Nolongerleaving.Wannahang

out?

Thisguy:Futsek! 

Iresponded.



Igotinmycar,warmedtheenginebacktolifeand

droveoff....

•••

[Katlego]

Thenewhousewasnowahome.Awarmhome.The

kidsseemedtoloveit,Ipickedthisonebecausethe

yardisbigenoughandhasalltheplayingequipment

thatthelittleoneslovesomuch.

Thefamilycrowdeditthedayafterwemovedin.We

hadanicebrunchatthepatio.Ithadbeenonly2

weeksbutitfeltlikemonths.Havenotseen

ChristiansincethedayIvisitedhimatthehospital.

HeputanorderthatIshouldnotbeallowedintohis

ward.Iwouldn'tsayIhadanyproblemswiththat

anyway.Noonehasseenorheardfromhim.Weall

knewheisokaywhereeverhewas.

WecametovisitatQ'slastafternoon.Everyonewas

there.Ourlivesarefullofbliss.Onlylaughterand

loveamongstus.Icouldn'tbehappier.Iwasmore

happieraboutthesurpriseengagementparty

happeningonFriday.Quintonisascluelessasthey



come.Yolithoughtshecouldhidethisawayfrom

mebutshefailed.Shefinallyconfessedabout

gaininghermemoryback.

Emiwalkedinholdingher'Sbhamu',thenewname

CalvinandQgaveherbabybecauseherandJason

wouldn'tputitdown. 

Emi:"Lunchisready" 

Me:"Whocooked?"Iasked.Khethiwe,YoliandLelo

weren'thomeandIhadbeenburiedinmyschool

worksinceafterbreakfast.AndEmidoesn'ttouch

potsunlessshehashelp.

Emi:"CalvinandQuinton" 

Me:"Isthekitchenstillintact?"

Welaughed. 

Emi:"Yesandveryclean.Let'sgo.Theothersare

alreadyontheway" 

Me:"Letcleanup.I'mcoming"

Shewalkedout.Sheliterallywentfromsize30to36.

Jasonisdoingwellintreatingherwithlove.She's

happyanditshows.Soon,Jasonwillgotofinishoff



thelobola.Herbrothersaren'tsohappyaboutthat.

...

Weallgatheredaroundthetableaftermakingfunof

ourchefs.Tylerwhistledashearrived.

Tyler:"WhenIheardtheyoucookedIdrovestraight

here.Can'twaittoabusemytastebuds" 

Calvin:"Yourwivescouldnevercookanythingclose

tothis,nooffensemyloves" 

Lelo:"Wow,you'restabbingusandtellingusnotto

bleed"welaughed.

Me:"PleasesitdownbabakaBanziIcan'tcontain

myselfanymore" 

Tyler:"Godblessthisfood.Nodiarrheaformed

againstusshallprosper.Amen"wesaidamenand

laughed.Wedishedup.

Theystaredatuswaitingforfeedbackbutnoneof

ushadthetimetotalk.Igavethemathumbsup,

theyeasedupalittleanddisheduptoo.Grilled

chicken,babypotatoesandsalads.Theynailedit.I

prayedmydresswouldstillfitafterthis.Yoliwas



quiet,scaredthatshemightsaysomethingthat'll

giveheraway.Butjustonedayleftuntilshecantalk.

AfterthenicelunchIdrovetomeetupwithKhethiwe

tocheckifwehaveeverythinginplace.Wetold

otherswearethrowingYoliababyshowerofwhich

istrue,we'llsurpriseherinherownsurprise.We

invitednooutsidersjusttheDubesandYoli's

parents.

...

Khethiwehasthetendencyofrunningaroundlikea

headlesschicken,grabbingandlettinggoof

everything.

Me:"WhatarePA'sfor?" 

Khethiwe:"Thatonedoesn'ttakeherjob

seriously...here,foundit" 

Me:"Whydoyoupartwithyourpurseanyway?"

Khethiwe:"IwashidingitawayfromYoli.Didyoutell

hershehastogototheDr?" 

Me:"ItoldQandtoldhimtostrictlygotoDr

Mhlongo"



Khethiwe:"No.Lelohastotakeher.Qwillnottake

hertoanyDrotherthanZuzo"ourfamilyDr. 

Me:"Letmetexther.Getyourbagwe'realreadylate"

Weleft...

○ Narrated••○

KhethiweandKatlegowererunningaroundwiththeir

checkliststomakesureeverythingwasthereandin

order.

TheeventwasgonnatakeplaceatKhule'shouse

sinceitwasbiggerandhasahugeyard.Mamkhulu,

Khanyisaniandhisfiance,Bab

NtombenhlewalkedinintotheloungeholdingNkaba,

herson.

Ntombi:"Doesanyonewantababy?"

Everyonelaughed. 

MrsNzuza:"Bringmybabyhereyouwoman" 

Ntombi:"ThankyoumadamnowIcangoandshow

offmysexinesstomenmyage.Youandyourold

mancanstayhere.Leloaregonnahelpmewiththat



bottleofChampagne?Ican'trallyfinishitallalone" 

Lelo:"Ohnothatwouldbeselfishofmetosayno.

Let'sgo" 

Shegotupandtheyleftforthekitchen.Khethiwe

clickedherheelsin.Shegulpeddownthe

champagnethatwasonLelo'shand. 

Khethiwe:"Pleasedressup.Wearerollinginan

hour" 

Ntombi:"Usethathourtorest.where'sKatlego?" 

Khethiwe:"Markingthedeco"shegotinlookingall

kindsoftired. 

Ntombi:"Here,thisshouldeaseupthefatigue"she

handedthemeachpills.Theydrankupandeveryone

wentintotheirrespectiveroomstochange. 

...

[AtQ'shouse]

QuintongotintoTyler'sroom.Hewasdressedup,

withanideathattheyareattendingKhethiwe's

surprisewedding.



Tyler:"Ipickedtheperfectsize,didn'tI?" 

Q:"Foronceyesyoudid.Areyouready?" 

Tyler:"Yes.Where'sCalvin?" 

Q:"Drinkingallmyscotch,mybarisalmostdry" 

Tyler:"What'supwithhimandscotchanyway" 

Q:"ApperantlyhimandLeloarerelivingtheiryoung

days.Youshouldseethebagsofweedintheir

room" 

Tyler:"Thixo,theymustembraceoldage.Ionce

foundthemlookingguiltyashellinthekitchen.I

hopetheyweren'tfuckinginthekitchennearour

breakfast!"Qlaughed. 

Q:"Theyprobablywere"

Tyler'sphonechimed. 

Tyler:"Timetogo."

QuintonwenttofetchYoli.Yezwehadjustfinished

dressingherup. 

Poppy:"Fatherinbaethisisyourhoney,incaseyou

can'trecognizeher" 



Q:"Thankyou.Iwould'vewalkedpasther"Yoli

giggledblushing.Hekissedherlipsandthenwiped

hislipsforanypossiblelipstick.

Yezwe:"ItsMattbaba."

Theylaughed. 

Poppy:"Areweleaving?" 

Q:"Yesweare." 

Poppy:"Iamhonoredtobeyourdrivermylovely

parents" 

Yezwe:"Uhmbabe..." 

Q:"We'dlovethatactually"

Yezwesighedindefeat.Theyfollowedeachother

out.

......

Q:"Tyleryoudidn'ttellmetheweddingwillbehere"

hesaidasPoppypulledupbehindmanycarsonthe

driveway.

Tyler:"WellIforgot"



Theygotoffandheadedin.Tyler,YezweandPoppy

disappearedintothinairlettingthecouplewalk

aloneallthewaytothebackyard.

"SURPRISE!!!!!!"Everyonesaidinunisonwhile

Quintonalmostfaintedthinkingit'stheghostthat

thebonesbelongto. 

Quinton:"Whatonearthisgoingon?"Yolilaughedas

shehuggedtheparents.Khulecametohim. 

Khule:"Youlooklikeyoujustsawaghost" 

Quinton:"YouknowhowIfeellikesurprises" 

Khule:"Drinkthismaybeyou'llloosenupabit"he

gulpeddownthebrandyinonegoandgaveKhule

hisglassback.

Khethiwecame.

Khethiwe:"Bonyamazane.QcanyouandBaby

mamacomethisside?" 

Q:"Yeahsure"

Sheledthemtotheirrespectivechairs,Yoli'schair

nextthewriting'Mama/Bridetobe'andthenQ's

'Baba/Groomtobe'



Katlegocamewithslingswrittenlikethat.She

helpedthemputiton.Khethiweaskedeveryoneto

settledown. 

Khethiwe:"SanibonaniboMbuyazi" 

Crowd:"Yebo"

Khethiwe:"Youlookbeautifultoday."

Nzuzaraisedhishand.Quintonchuckled. 

Khethiwe:"AndaspecialgreetingtoOMshazi,

Onozishadakamaqhoboza.Thepeoplewhogaveus

thisbeautifulflowerwho'stodaycarryingusa

beautifulflower"Nzuzaputhishanddownand

smiledinsatisfaction.

Q:"Yourdadisdramatic."HewhisperedtoYoli.

Yoli:"Nohe'snot"

Khethiweclearedherthroat.Theyshiftedtheir

attentionbacktoher.

Khethiwe:"WellYolanda,wejuggledupyourevent.

Wecouldn'tthinkofabettertimetodoyouababy

shower.Ihopeyouforgiveus"Yolilaughed. 



Yoli:"I'mquitemadatyoubutsinceIloveyouguys

somuch,you'reforgiven"theylaughedandsheYoli

themic.

Shegotupandadjustedherdress.Qbrushed

somethingoffherthigh,hecrowdwent'ooooohhhh'

Yoliblushedthankinghersoonbehusband.

Yoli:"He'snotdoingthatforyoureyes,thisis

permanentlyhim"everyonelaughed."Iwouldliketo

greetmyinlaws,myparents,mysistersandmy

friendsandthankyouallforavailingyourselvesto

sharethisspecialdaywithus.Thiswassupposedto

beanengagementparty,butthatwasbeforemy

sistersdecidedtomakethisdayevenmoreworthit.

Ihavebeenoutofmyusualselfformonthsandnot

onceadayhadgonebywithoutseeinghim.As

muchasIcouldn'trememberwhohewashenever

gaveuponme.Icouldn'tthinkofanythingtodofor

himtohimhowmuchIappreciatehim,forwhathe's

been.Standingrighthere,thispartydoesn'tfeellike

itsenough,IfeellikeIcould'vedonemoretothank

himforwalkingthisjourneyofrecoverywithme..."

SheturnedtolookatQwhoseeyeswerefacing



downavoidingbeingseencrying."Mbuyazi.Iknow

youhavelosthope.Iknowyou'regonnabemadat

meforkeepingthisawayfromyouforthislongbut

baby...InowrememberIfirstsawyouatthepolice

station"hebroughthiseyesup."IknowIranawayin

mypyjamaswhenIsawyouagainatthehotel,you

calledmeCasterSemenyaaftercarryingmebackto

theroom,IRememberyoubroughtmeicecreamin

myroomwhenmyboyfrienddumpedme,you

offeredmeyourbrandnewcartousewhenwegoto

yourhousethatIwasworkingon,Irememberthe

teddybearyouboughtmeonValentine'sday,my

motherkeptontellingmeyoulikedmebutIwasin

denialbecauseIdidnotfeellikeIdeservedyou.The

veryfirsttimeyoukissedme,sorrydaddybutitwas

inmyapartment,Iremembertellingyoutojumpout

thewindowwhenmydadcalledmynamefromthe

lounge,Irememberallthosetimesyoubrokeinto

myapartment,Irememberhidingourthingfrom

Kylie,Irememberrunningawayinonlyatowelwhen

youconfessedyourloveforme.Andinallthat

sthandwasami,whatIrememberthemostisthat

eventhoughmydadhadwhoopedyourassyoustill



camebacktomeandlovedmelikemyfatherhad

notforbiddenyou..."

Everyonewasemotional.Quintonhadhiseyeson

Yolanda,lettingtearsgushdownastheyplease.

Nzuza:"You'veneverdeclaredyourloveforme.

What'sspecialabouthim?"Thecrowdlaughed.

Quintongotuptohugherfordearlife.Hekissedher

alloverthefacetellingherhowmymuchsheloves

her.

Khethiwe:"Someonebetterstopchoppingthe

onions.Ihaveanothersurpriseforyouparents.

Genderreveal!!!Itsgonnabeasurprisetoallofus.

Husbandspleasecomeforward.

Calvin,Khule,KhanyisaniandTylercameforward.

Katlegocameandgavethemeachaballoon.Chris

emergedfromthecrowd.Katlegopausedforawhile

andthencontinuedgivingthemballoons.Chriswas

thelastonetogiveitto.Heheldherhand. 

Chris:"I'mtakingmymeds.Iambetternow.Please

kissme"



Shecouldn'thelpherself.Shegavein,rightthereand

thensherealizedhowmuchshemissedhim.

Everyonecheered.

Khethiwe:"Okguysenough.Therearekidshere"

theylaughedandletgo."Gentlemenpleasestart

popping"

Chriswentfirst,nothing,Tylerfollowed,calvin

followed,andthenKhulepoppedhis,theblueash

poppedintohisface.HejumpedandhuggedTyler

whileeveryonecheeredandQuintonsqueezingthe

poorYoliinahugwhiletheycried.

Thebrotherswentdowntositnexttotheirpartners

whileCalvin'stwinsperformedalovepoem.

Khethelo:"I'mhungry" 

Khule:"Foodwillbeservedinaminute"

Khethelo:"I'mhungrynownotinaminute"

Khulehuffedandwentinsidetoherfood.Hecame

backtohercrying.

Khule:"What'swrong? 

Khethelo:"Theyaresoadorable.Lookhowhappy



Quintonis."Khulesmiled. 

Khule:"Iwouldgiveupanythingtohimthathappy,

Here" 

Khethelo:"Thankyoubabeskamagogo"

Shekissedhislips.Hesighedandlookedaheadat

thebandperforming.

Tyler:"AreyoudonebeingMC?"

Khethiwe:"Notquite.Why?"

Tyler:"RememberWhatthatdrsaid?"

Khethiwe:"Whatdidshesay?"

Tyler:"Weshouldbeconsistentonyourovulation

days"Khethiwechuckled. 

Khethiwe:"Welloursurrogateispregnantandsoam

I?" 

Tyler:"What?How?Babewait" 

Khethiwe:"Shh" 

Tyler:"Whenwereyougonnatellmethis?" 

Khethiwe:"Ifoundouttodayandyourphonewas



off" 

Tyler:"Howfarareyou?"

Khethiwe:"14weeks" 

Tyler:"Andthesurrogate?"Shechuckled.

Khethiwe:"There'snosurrogate,Iamthesurrogate"

Tylerhuggedhertightly. 

Tyler:"Wegonnahaveababy.Abeautifulbigeyed

girl.Youshouldgorestnow"

Khethiwe:"I'mpregnantnotdisabled" 

Tyler:"Soonenoughyouwillbedyingtorest.Isita

thingtohidepregnancyinthishome?"Hesaid

lookingatKhethelo'sdirection. 

Khethiwe:"Yes"shechuckledandrestedherheadon

hisshoulder.

CalvinandLelopulledeachotherawaytohavea

blunt.WhileChrisandKatlegofailedtokeephands

offeachother.Lulamakeptrollinghereyes,

disgustedbyKatlego'schoiceoftakinghimback.

Quinton:"You'rethebestthingthathasever



happenedtome" 

Yoli:"You'remyeverything.Iloveyousomuch" 

Quinton:"Iloveyousomuch"

Theysharedaslowpassionatekiss.Yolireachedfor

Quinton'shandandplaceditonherstomach,the

babykeptonmoving.Hesmiledinbetweenthekiss.

BloodpopbyHaileSteinfeldplayedonthehuge

speakers.Everyonegotuptodance...

●●●

[Attheunknownlocation]

Shegroanedoutloudly.Shethrewthetabletacross

theroom.Ithitthewallandtheglassesofthe

screenscatteredalloverthefloor.Thebabystarted

cryingsheslappedit.Itcriedevenmore

Nkule:"Shutthefuckup!Justshutit!Yourprecious

daddyjustmarriedhisgolddigger.Andyou'rehere

crying.Hedoesn'tgiveashitaboutyouorme!Eat

yourfoodandleavemethefuckalone!"

Shefeditthedryporridgeasitcried.Shekept

beatingitup.Hewasonly6months,acrazymother



iswhohefoundhimselfonthehandsof...

***THEEND***

IamafraidthisistheendoftheDubelegacyand

Beautyliesintheeyesofabeholder.Duetothe

draggingstorylineIcannolongerwritebothofthese

stories.ItsbeenquiteajourneyandIamgratefulfor

allthecontinuoussupportandlove♥


