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"YouaretheChosenone.Youshall

sitnexttoyourhusbandatyourright

fullchair.OurQueen!HailQueen

Mokoena"

"Tumitsohaman(wakeup)"thatwas

Mominterruptingmefromyet

anotherwierddream,I'vebeenhaving

alotofthoselately.



Me:"DoIhavetogotoschool?"

Mom:"ohhcomeonit'syourlastday

inHighschool,chinup"

Me:"truecan'twaittogetdonewith

HighSchool"

Mom:"nowakeupandgotake

bath,tourbreakfastisonthetable".I

stoodupanddidasIwastold.

.

.



HieveryonemynameisBoitumelo

Mokoena,Iam18yearsofageandI

amdoingMatric,Istaywithboth

MomandDad.Ihave3olderbrothers

and1oldersister,basicallyIamthe

lastborn,Iamclosewithallmy

siblingsandtheyareveryprotective

ofme.I'maveryreservedperson,I'm

quietandshy.

DESCRIPTIONOFMYSELF

I'masize36,IamlightskinnedandI

havelongnaturalhair.

CHARACTERSFROMMYSIDE

Mom-45

Dad-50



Bontle-26-Sibling

Thapelo-25-Sibling

Thabang-25-Sibling

Thabo-23.-Sibling

Zintle-18-Bestie,theonlyfriendIhave.

Youwillmeetothercharactersalong

theway.

.

.

.

Hopeyouwillenjoythestory
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Afterdoingthewholehygiene

process,Iworemyblackkneehigh

skirt,mywhiteshort-sleevedShirtand

myblackpullover,withmywhite

socksandblackschoolshoes.I

lookedatmyselfinthemirror,damnI

lookgoodinthisuniform,I'mgoingto

misswearingit.Iquicklywenttothe

kitchentoeatmybreakfastthenI

wenttoknockinmybrother's

backroom,heusuallytakesmeto

schoolincar.Thestorybehindthis



carisconfusing,Thabosayshisrich

friendlenthimthecarbutthiscar

hasbeenhereathomeforfartoo

long,noonecanlendyoutheircarfor

2years,nomarn.IthinkThabois

involvedinsomegangstershit,but

that'snoneofmybusiness.

Thabo:"Eyymara,kengnou

nana?(Whatisitnow?)"

Me:"it'stimeforyoutotakemeto

school"

Thabo:"aykantiwhydidGodgiveyou



feetifyouwontusethemtowalkto

thetaxirankandcatchataxito

schoollikeothernormalkids?"

Me:"ehhexcuseme,youpromisedme

totakemeschooleveryday"

Thabo:"thatwasafteryou

blackmailedme"

Me:"ohhhaobatleThabo(ohhyou

don'twantto?)"Igavehimthe'Iwill

snitchonyou'look.



Thabo:"yesesumpimpisani(youarea

snitch)"

Me:"getreadyheeabuti,weare

leavingin20minutes"Iwalkedback

tothemarnhouse.Myhouseisnot

thatfancy,butitisoneofthebiggest

housesinmyhood.Momisanurse

andDadisanauditorforsomebig

company.MyOldersisterisa

qualifiedteacherwhosealsomarried

tomywonderfulbrotherinlawLizwi

whoisapolicedetective.Thapelo

andThabangarebothlawyers,they

dothesamethingseverytime,they

stillstayhereathome,theyalsohave



theirownbackrooms,andtheyare

bachelorstheychangegirlsevery

weekjustliketheirlittlebrother

Thabowhoisdoinghis5thyearin

MedicineinWITS.

Anywhobacktothestory,Thabo

finallycameoutofhisroomafter30

minutes,hewasn'talone,hewaswith

averyskinnydarkgirl.Theyfinally

cametowhereIwasstanding,which

wasnexttothecar.

Me:"surelydidtakeyoursweettime"



Thabo:"wabatlahoyasgelaor

not?(doyouwanttogotoschoolor

not?)"

Me:"mxm"

Thabo:"oreng?(what?)"

Me:"nix(nothing)"

Thabo:"mmhh".Heunlockedthe

car,thenheopenedthefront

passengerdoorformebuthisgirl

quicklygotinbeforeIcould,I



chuckledandopenedthebackseat.

Thabo:"Reyathat'sTumi'sseat"she

lookedathimlikeshewasaboutto

killhim.

Reya:"what?"

Thabo:"eyychayisakamorao

marn(gototheback)"

Reya:"insupposedtosithere,Iam

yourgirlfriendmos"



Thabo:"eyy,brikanetdaar!(eyystop

rightthere)Sincefromwhen?"

Reya:"HaiboThabo!"

Me:"abutiit'sfine,Iwillsitattheback"

Thabo:"tholawena(shutupyou).

Eitheryousitatthebackoryouwalk

home"hewaslookingatReya"your

choice".Shegotoutlookingpissed

asever

Reya:"hereisyourseatprincess"she



soundedsoannoyed.Thenshegotin

thebackseatwhileIwenttothefront

seat.Thabogotinthedriver'sseat.

Helookedatme

Thabo:"jwalewemetsehorekeho

tshayelehoreubofelebanta?(areyou

waitingformetotellyoutofasten

yourseatbelt?)"He'srudedamn!I

quicklyfastenedmyseatbelt,thenwe

droveoff.Wewerequietthewhole

wayuntilwegottoReya'shouse.She

gotoutandbangedthedoor,muchto

Thabo'sirritation



Thabo:"yehwenaReya!!"Shelooked

athim"comehere"shewalkedback

tous"whosedoorarebanginglike

that?"Hisfacewashard,Idon'tknow

whyhe'smakingabigdealoutofthis.

Onewouldswearthatthiscarisa

Maserati,kantiit'sjustanordinary

blackVWGolf7.

Reya:"mxm"sherolledhereyes

Thabo:"don'ttestmeReyacauseyou

won'tpassme"WTF!Reyalookeda

bitscared"Nowopenthatdooragain

andcloseitproperlythistime



around"Ilookedathimlikehewas

goingcrazy.

Reya:"butTh...-"

Thabo:"yeey!"Hesaidinacalmyet

commandingtone.Reyaquicklydid

asshewastold."Goodgirl.Nowgive

meagoodbyekiss"hesaidashe

coveredmyeyeswithhishands,then

Ionlyheardthekissingsounds,sies.

Heremovedhishandafterafew

minutes.

Me:"canwegoplease,I'mwritingin



anhourstime"

Thabo:"skantatisaphela(don'trush

me)".Ifoldedmyarmsandsulked.

Againwetravelledinsilenceuntilwe

reachedmyschool,ofcoursehetried

talkingtomeonallthewayto

school,butIjustignoredhim.

Thabo:"ong'kwatetsi?(Youangryat

me?)"Ijustlookedathim"Mysweety

pie,Nunuberryyaka,Barbie,MyMellow

Yellow"asmileautomaticallymadeit

waytomyface."That'sthesmileI

wantedtosee"



Me:"youareveryrudeThabo"

Thabo:"noIamnot"

Me:"keepondenyingitheeabuti.I

seeyoufinallyhaveagirlfriend?"

Thabo:"Who?Me?"

Me:"yeah"

Thabo:"andwhoisthatluckygirl?"



Me:"Reya"iyoh!mothostarted

laughingsohard,heevenhadtearsin

hiseyes."Mxm"Iopenedthedoor.

Thabo:"Iwillbewaitingforyou"he

saidashegotbusyonhisphone

Me:"aibothepaperis2andahalf

hours"

Thabo:"Iknow"Ireallydidn'twant

himtowaitformebecauseIhad

planswithZintleandsomeofmy



classmates,andhimbeinghere

meansIwillhavetocancelcauseI

knowhewon'tallowmetogo.

Me:"Don'tyouhaveaclasstoday?"

Thabo:"fortunatelyno"wellitis

unfortunateforme.

Me:"uhmwon'tyougetboredof

suitinghereonyourown,I'mmean

whataregoingtodotokeepyou

busy?"



Thabo:"InevergetboredevenwhenI

amonmyown.BesideIhavemy

phonewithme"Damn!Hetookhis

eyesoffhisphoneandlookedatme

withaccusingeyes"WhydoIgeta

feelingthatyoudon'twantmetowait

foryou"

Me:"whaaaaat?*giggles*That'snot

true"

Thabo:"iknowyouTumi,onceyou

startstagingwordsitmeansyouare

lying."



Me:"finethingismeandsomeofmy

classmateswereplanningtogoto

steersafterthepaper,Iknowyou

weren'tgonnaallowmetogo"

Thabo:"soyouweregoingtogo

withoutaskingforpermissionifI

didn'tsayIwillwaitforyou"Ilooked

down"wow!That'snothowwedo

thingsBoitumelo"

Me:"iknow"

Thabo:"whatmakesyouthinkIam

notgoingtoallowyoutogowith



them"uhhbecauseyouarecrazy

Me:"iknowyouabuti"

Thabo:"Mxm.Let'ssayIallowyouto

gowithyourfriends,whattimedoyou

thinkyougonnacomebackat?"

Me:"idontknow,around4maybe"

Thabo:"okay,whoareyougoingwith"

Me:"withZintleandsomeofmy

classmates"



Thabo:"don'ttheyhavename?"

Me:"ohhit'sThandi,Siyabonga,Tsh...-"

Thabo:"Woah!Holdup,didIhearyou

mentionaguy'sname?Sothereare

goingtobeboysthere?"

Me:"yes!"

Thabo:"youarenotgoingthere"



Me:"butabuti,it'sjustaharmless

outing"

Thabo:"howmanyboysaregoingto

bethere?"

Me:"3"

Thabo:"andgirls?"

Me:"3"

Thabo:"BoitumelodoyouthinkIama

fool?Isthisharmlessoutingofyours



somesortoftripledate"

Me:"Nooo!"

Thabo:"youarenotgoingandthat's

final"

Me:"Youaresodramatic!"Islammed

thecardoorandfuriouslywalked

insidethegatewithhimcallingme

Thabo:"yeewenaBoitumelo"

■

●



○

Whatareyourthoughtonmyfirsttry?

☆

☆

☆

#Thabo

#Reya

#Tumi
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Itwasjustafterwehadfinished



writingourpaper,learnerswere

walkingoutoftheschoolhall

screamingandjumpingupanddown.

Wewereallexcitedaboutfinishing

Matric,nowallwehadtoworryabout

wasourresults,justthinkingabout

themmakesmecringe.Iwas

standingwithZintle,andtheother4

learnersweplannedtogotoSteers

with.

Zintle:"sos'thandwasamsionfor

Steersright?(myloveweareonfor

Steerstodayright?)"



Siya:"Don'tcallherthat"Iblushed,I

kindahaveacrushonSiya.

Me:"unfortunatelyno!Thabois

waitingformeaswespeak,he

actuallyrefusedwhenIaskedhimfor

permission"

Zintle:"butbabetheplanwastogo

withouthispermission"

Me:"wellhefoundoutaboutthat,and

hegotpissedaboutit.Itwouldhave

beeneasiertogowithouthis

permissionifhewasnotwaitingfor



mebytheschoolgate"

Lumka:"Howdidhefindout?"Ikept

quiet

Zintle:"youtoldhim,didn'tyou"I

nodded"Damn!"

Me:"wellIdidn'texactlytellhim.He

askedmeifIwasplanningongoing

withoutaskingforpermission,Ijust

keptquietandlookdownthenheput

2and2togetherandcameoutwitha

4"



Sizwe:"Damnyouaresoinnocent"

Siya:"andIlikethatabouther"

Zintle:"ulikerulike(ani)la?Nxah!"She

pulledmyhandandwewalkedaway

fromthem

Me:"thatwasrudeNtle"

Zintle:"nxah,hejustpissesmeoff.

ThatguyisaplayerandIdon'twant

youtofallforhim"



Me:"iknowhisstatusIwouldnever

fallforhim"

Zintle:"iknowyoulikehimBooty"

that'swhatshecallsmebecauseI

haveahugeass,accordingtoher.

Me:"noIdon't"iblushed

Zintle:"yourcheeksarered"

Me:"mxm"



Zintle:"iheardsomethingtoday"

Me:"whatdidyouhear?"

Zintle:"there'sabet"

Me:"onwho?"

Zintle:"You"

Me:"Again?!"

Zintle:"I'msorrybabe"



Me:"it'sfine,I'musedtothisalready.It

doesn'tevenhurtanymore"

Zintle:"Siyawasalsoinonthebet"

Me:"What?!Thatbastard"justthen

myphonestartedringing."Thabo"

Thabo:"ohokae?Khalekeyeme

hier(whereareyou?I'vebeenwaiting

here)"

Me:"keyatla(I'mcoming)"



Zintle:"Rudebrothermissesyou

already?"

Me:"yeah!"

Zintle:"letsgo,Iwanttoseehis

handsomeface"

Me:"stoplustingovermybrothers"

Zintle:"whosaidtheymustbethis

hot?"



Me:"mxm".Wemadeourwayto

Thabo'scar,hewasstandingoutside

thecarsmokingacigarette.

Thabo:"whattookyousolong?"

Me:"Iwasbusy"

Thabo:"andthen?Whomadeyou

angry?Isitthatbroomstickfriendof

yours?"

Zintle:"I'mrighthereyouknow"



Thabo:"yourpresenceisirrelevantto

me.Poonkietalktome,whatwrong?"

Hepulledmeintohischest.Ilooked

atZintle,shegavemethedon'ttell

himlook.Iwasalsonotplanningto

tellhim,heisapsychowhenitcomes

tome.Lasttimeabetwasmadeon

me,hehuntedeachandeveryguy

involvedinthebet.Letmejustsay

somelandedinhospital,somewere

neverseeninschooleveragain.

Anywhobacktothepresenttense,I

hadtocomeupwithsomethingthat

won'tmakehimgopsychoonme.

Me:"Ididn'tlikewhatyousaidearlier



today"

Thabo:"whatdidIsay?"

Me:"yourefusedtoletmegowithmy

friends"

Thabo:"mxmkanti.Youwillbestrong

lilone,myansweristhesame.Now

let'sgohome"

Me:"canyoupleasedropZintleather

house"



Thabo:"No!"

Me:"Thabo!"

Thabo:"No!"

Me:"finethen,Iwillcatchataxiwith

her."Helookedirritated.

Thabo:"Fine.Getinthecar".

Me:"yey!"Ijumpedandkissedhis

cheek,thatmadehimgivemeahuge

brightsmile.Mybrotherreallyloves



me,alloftheminfact.Wegotinthe

carandleft,.Wefinallyreached

Zintle'scrib.

Thabo:"youcangetoffnowbroom

stick"

Zintle:"Don'tforgetaboutmysister's

weddingthisupcomingweekend"

Me:"ialreadyspoketotherents,they

allowedmetospendtheweekend.

SoyouwillfetchmeonFriday"



Zintle:"willdo.Byebabe"shekissed

mycheek."Byegrumpy"sherolled

hereyesandgotoffthecar.Wealso

droveoffandwenthome.Whenwe

gotthereallofmyfamilywassitting

intheloungechatting.Iquicklyranto

givemysisterabighugwhenIgotin.

Mom:"ifeelsounloved"

Me:"ohcomeonMaIsawyouthis

morning,infactIseeyoueveryday.I

haven'tseenBin3days"

Bontle:"it'snicetoseethatIwas



missedbysomeone.Unlikethese

douchebagswhoaskedmefor

moneytheminuteIgothere"

Thapelo:"wedidnotdothat"

Me:"youguysarelawyersbuty'allstill

askformoneyfromB?Wow!"I

laughed"Cheapskates"

Thabang:"wearenotcheapskates"

Me:"Bwearegoingshopping

tomorrowright?"Iflashedhermy



cutestsmile

Bontle:"forwhatnow?"

Me:"fortheweddingthatIamgoing

to,plusIneednewclothes"

Bontle:"youhavealotofclothestje

poonkie"

Me:"Please!"Ilookedatherwithmy

puppyeyes

Bontle:"don'tgivemethatlook



please,youknowIcan'tresistit"I

carriedonlookingather"Fine"I

jumpedandhuggedher.

Thapelo:"woahwoah!Emang

pele,whatweddingareyoutalking

aboutTumi?"

Me:"Myfriend'ssisterisgetting

marriedandIwasinvitedtothe

wedding"

Thabang:"Whyweren'twetoldabout

this?"



Mom:"ahhhletmethink"she

pretendedlikeshewasthink"ohyeah

Igotit,becauseyouaren'ther

parents"

Bontle:"besidesMomandDad

alreadygaveherpermissiontoattend

thewedding"

Thapelo:"withoutourinput?"

Mom:"haibo,kantiwhoareher

parents?"



Thabo:"wearealsoherparents"

Mom:"noyouarehersiblings,you

shouldloveandprotecther,you

shouldalsoletherliveherlife"

Thabang:"wedoletherliveherlife"

Bontle:"yeahright"

Thapelo:"weseriouslydo.Right

guys?"Theychantedinagreement



Mom:"Don'tlie.Youalwayswantto

gowhereversheis,ifshegoestothe

malloneofyouhastobethere,ifshe

goestothetuckshoponeofyou

mustgowithher,youevengoasfar

assittinginthecarforhoursand

hoursoutsideherschoolgatewhile

she'sinschool"

Bontle:"youtreatherlikeafragileegg.

Youactinglikeshe'sgoingtobreakif

youarenotnexttoher"

Allofthem:"she'souregg"welooked

atthemthenwelaughed.



Mom:"allwearesayingis,giveher

spacetobreathe"

Thabang:"Poonkie,arewesuffocating

you?"

Me:"Ithinkineedtogotothe

bathroom"

Bontle:"justallowhertodothingson

herown"

Thabo:"wedoallowhertodothings



onherown"

Bontle:"likewhat?Attendingschool

onherown?Thatbecauseyoudon't

haveachoice"

Mom:"ifitwasuptoyouguys,you

wouldbewithherineverysingle

periodshewentto"welaughedagain.

Thabang:"that'snottruemom"

Mom:"youareexactlylikeyourdad,he

didn'twanttoletBontleoutofhis



sightwhenshewasstillyoung.He

didn'tevenwanthertogetmarried"

Thapelo:"seethatmeanswelearnt

fromthebest"

Mom:"mydaughterisgoingtothis

weddingandthatfinal."

Thabo:"doesshehavetogoona

Fridaythough?Whydoesn'tshego

onaSaturdayontheactualwedding

day?"



Dad:"iwasalsoagainstthatson"

Thabang:'yeah,thatwaywewillbe

abletogowithher"

Mom:'no,she'sspendingtheweekend

atZintle'shouse.Andthe4ofyou

willnotspoilthafforher."Ilaughed

again,Ididn'tevenwannacomment

onthisconvo,ojustkeptmymouth

shutandwatchedthemspeak.

Thapelo:"Butm-..."



Mom:"nobuts"

Bontle:"youguysshouldallowherto

growonherown,allowhertobeable

tostandonherown.She'sgoingto

Varsitynextyear,whatifshe'sgoing

tobeinanothercity,thenwhat?She

shouldlearntostickonherown"

Thabo:"anothercity?"

Dad:"Thatwon'thappen"

Bontle:"youwillneverknowdad.Just



letherexplore,sheisgrownnow,she

hastoexperiencetheworldonher

own.Likehavingaboyfri-...."

Dad&Bros:"WHAT?!!!"

Thabo:"Noboyfriends,sheisvery

young"

Thabang:'Thatwillhappenovermy

deadbody"

Dad:'iwillanystupidboythatcomes

nearmybabygirl"



Me:"dadyouareanauditor,whatwill

youshootthemwith?Numbers?"

Me,momandBontlecrackedupin

laughter,whiledadandmybrothers

werefuming.

Thapelo:"Boitumelo,youarenotgoing

tohaveaboyfrienduntilyouareold

enough"

Mom:'andhowoldisoldenough?"

Dad&Bros:"30years"welookedat



themshocked.

Me:"IYOH!!That'simpossible"

Dad:'nothingisimpossiblebaby".

Me:"lemmejustgoandchangethis

uniform".Istoodupandwentmy

roomleavingmycrazyfamilyarguing

aboutwhateveritistheyarearguing

about.Ichangedintomyblackshort

andmyoversizedT-shirt,Itookmy

laptopandwatchedamovie.WhileI

waswatchingmybrothersdecidedto

entermyroom,Ishiftedmyeyesfrom



thelaptopandlookedatthemwitha

smile,theysmiledback.ManIlove

mybrothers.Theyjoinedmeonthe

bed.

Thabang:"ithoughtwewerespending

theweekendtogetherthisweek"

Me:"wealwaysspendtheweekend

togethertjeabuti"

Thabang:'iknowbutwealways

differentthingstogether"



Me:"yeah.ButthistimearoundIam

goingtoawedding.It'snotlikeyou

guysarewithmealldayandnight

duringtheweekend.Youareonly

hereduringtheday,theny'allleaveat

night.Ialsogetboredofsittingon

myownatnightduringtheweekend.

SothistimeIwillbearoundpeople

andhavingfun"

Thapelo:"wedon'tmeantoneglect

youoranything.Okaythistime

aroundwewillspendthewhole

weekendwithyou"



Me:"nooooo!Guys,I'mnot

complaining.Idoenjoybeingonmy

own.I'mjusttryingtomakeyou

understandwhyIwanttogotothis

wedding.Youguysshouldliveyour

life,youarealreadyspendingtoo

muchtimewithme"

Thabo:"youareourlife"theothers

noddedinagreement.

Me:"youguysseriouslyneedtoget

girlfriends"Ilaughed

Thapelo:"wedon'tneedone,wehave



youandBontle"Ilaughed.

Me:"nothisisnothealthy."Ichuckled.

"Youneedgirlfriends,youneedtoget

laid"

Thabang:"andwhosaidwearen't?"I

laughedwhilebiddingmyfaceonmy

pillowwhichmadethemtoalso

laugh.

Thabo:"whatdoyouknowabout

gettinglaidvele?"



Me:"nonix,nothing.Let'swatcha

movie"

Thapelo:"youarewatchingthose

girlythingsagain?Idon'twatchthose

things"

Me:"mxm.Thenleavemyroom"

Them:"*sigh*Finewewillwatchit"

Me:"awesome".Theygotinnextto

meandwatchedit,wellonlyforafew

minutesbecauseweendedup



talking,thenweplayedpillow

fighting,theyweretellingmestories

thathappenintheseclubsthatthey

gotoeveryweekend.Thosestories

werehillarious.Iendedupfalling

asleeponThabangchest.

○

○

○

#TheMokenaFamily

#Zintle
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"Poonkiewakeup,it'stimetoeat"

ThatwasThapeloshakingme,butthe

wayIwassotiredIjustkepton

saying"mmhmmh".Icarriedon

sleeping.

.

.

Iwokeupthefollowingmorning,I

wenttotakeabath,theIworemyred

short,myblacklongsleevedcroptop

andmyblackAllStar.Icombedmy

longhair,andtireditintoamessybun.

ThenIwenttothekitchentomake

myselfsomethingtoeat.Bontlewas



alreadytherewashingthedishes.

Me:"morning"

Bontle:"it'sactuallyafternoon"

Me:"whattimeisit?"

Bontle:"13:15"

Me:"shiit"

Bontle:"Language"



Me:"sorry.Ican'tbelieveIactually

sleptforthatlong"

Bontle:"yourstupidbrothersthought

youweredead."Welaughedoutloud.

Me:"theycanbesodramatic

sometimes.Whyaren'tyouatwork?"

Bontle:"Icalledtheprincipalandtold

herIhaveanemergency,soIwon'tbe

inschooltoday"



Me:"shoppingemergency"we

laughedagain.

Bontle:"Imdonewiththedishesso

let'sgo"

Me:"Ihaven'teatenyetB"

Bontle:"ifyouwantustogoshopping

withyourbrothersthenyouwillsit

hereandeat"

Me:"Huh?"



Bontle:"letsgobeforetheyfindus

hereandwanttojoinus."Iquickly

wenttomyroomandtookmyphone

thenwewenttohercaranddroveto

themall.

Me:"wheretofirst?"

Bontle:"Edgars"

Me:"let'sstartatBlazeforthedress

thengotoEdgarsformyshoes"

Bontle:"okay".WewenttoBlazeand



lookaroundforthedressesthatwere

suitableforthewedding"Whatcolour

doyouwant?"

Me:"Redorroyalblue?"

Bontle:"whatisthethemeofthe

wedding?"

Me:"Idon'tknowhey.Weneverreally

spokeaboutthatwithZee"

Bontle:"callherandfindoutthen".I

tookoutmyphoneandcalled



Zintle,sheansweredonthethirdring

Zintle:"sthandwasami"

Me:"heybabe.Whatarethecolours

ofthedayforthewedding?"

Zintle:"PinkandWhite.Youknow

ThandiweisaBarbiegirlmos"I

laughedatthewayshesaidit.

Me:"Youstilldon'tgetalongwith

her?"



Zintle:"andIwillnevergetalongwith

thatplasticdoll".Ilaughedandsaid

mygoodbyes

Me:"it'spinkandwhite"

Bontle:"argh,she'sstillaBarbiedoll"

sherolledhereyes."Solet'slookfor

apinkdress"

Me:"butBIdon'twantapinkdress"

Bontle:"comeonPoonkie,youneed

todressaccordingtothecoloursof



theday"

Me:"I'msureit'snotcompulsorytodo

so"

Bontle:"knowingThandiwe,I'msure

shespecifiedonthecoloursshe

wantpeopletowear"

Me:"butIdon'tlikepink".Ipouted,I

canbeababysometimes*laughs*

Bontle:"okaybabybonaneh,wewill

buyaRoyalBluedressandapinkone.



ThenyouwilldecidehaboZintlehore

youwanttowearwhichcolour.How

doesthatsound?"

Me:"it'sfine".Weshoppedaroundthe

storeuntilwesettledforabackless

shorttightdress,itwasblueincolour.

Theforthepinkcolour,Itookalong

sleevedbodyhuggingvelvetdress,it

wasdustypinkincolour.Ialsotooka

dustypinkshirtsleevelessjumpsuit.

AfterthatwewenttoEdgarsfor

shoes,Ichoseablackblockheel,and

anavysuedstilleto.Iwasready

happywithmychoices.Afterthe

wholeshoppingspree,wewenttoeat



atspur,Iwasreallyhungry.After

eatingwewenthome,itwasstarting

togetdarkoutside.Whenwegot

homemysister'shusbandLizwiwas

alsothere,momwasbusysettingthe

table.Irantomyroomandplaced

myshoppingbagsonthetablethenI

wenttohugLizwi.

Lizwi:"how'smyprincessdoing

today?"HesaidasIsatnexttohim

Me:"Imawesomeandyou?"

Lizwi:"Imalsogood"



Me:"ihaven'tseenyouinaweek.You

don'tloveyourprincessanymore"

Lizwi:"ofcourseIdo.Justthatwork

hasbeenkeepingmeabit

occupied,butIpromiseitwillnever

happenagain"

Me:"Pinkyswear?"Wepinkyswore.

Lizwi:"howweretheexams?"

Me:"hecticbutmanageable"



Lizwi:"doyouthinkyoupassed?"

Me:"whataresayingnow?IknowI

passed"helaughed.

Lizwi:"that'smygirl.Ifyougetmore

thanonedistinction,Iwillbuyyou

somethingexpensive"

Me:"really?"

Lizwi:"yes"Iscreamedandhugged

him.



Dad:"What'sallthatscreamingfor"he

askswhilewalkinginthelounge.He

wenttothedinningroomandkissed

mom'scheek,thenhecametokiss

myforehead."Son"hewasreferring

toLizwi,whosmiledandnoddedhis

head.

Me:"daddy,abutiLizwipromisedto

buymesomethingexpensiveifIget

morethanonedistinction"

Dad:"that'sgreatnana.Nowplease

takemybriefcasetomyroom"Idid



asIwastold.Thereasonwhymy

sisterandherhusbandspendmoney

onmeisbecausetheydon'thavea

child,theywerebothtoldthattheyare

infertile,sotheycan'thaveanybabies.

Theyhavebeentryingbutstillwithno

luck.Sotheyhaveconsumedtherole

ofbeingmysecondparents.Now

backtothestory.Mybrothersalso

cameback,theywerealsoexcitedto

seeLizwi.

Thapelo:"eeh,Lizwimybroe,didyou

hearthatyourprincessisspending

theweekendatherfriendshouse?"

Wewerenowseatedaroundthetable



andeating.

Lizwi:"ididhearaboutthat.Ialso

don'tunderstandwhyshecan'tgo

thereontheactualday"

Thabo:"exactlywhatwealsoasked"

Bontle:"idon'twhyyouguysare

tripping,TumiisgoingtoZintle's

housetomorrowandthat'sthat"

Them:"I'mtakinghertothevenue".

Welookedatthemshocked



Mom:"Jesus!Didy'allplantosay

that?"Wealllaughed.

Me:"there'snoneedforthat,Zintleis

fetchingmewithhercousin"

Thabo:"Nowewa.."

Mom:"Noshe'sgoingwithZintle"

Dad:"comeonhoney,atleastletone

ofthemtakehertoZintle'shouse"



Mom:"Nontate.Nooneistakingher

anywhere.ShewillleavewithZintle."

Lizwi:"Wow!Whyweren'tweinvited

totheweddingagain?"

Me:"mmmhletmesee....uhhbecause

yourwifeoncebeatupThandiwefor

datingThapeloandThabangatthe

sametime"

Thabang:"andherexcusewasthat

shecouldn'ttellusapart"



Thapelo:"howstupidisthat?"

Thabo:"wellitisn't,consideringthe

factthatyouareeachother'sclones"

Lizwi:"yeah,Ialsocouldn'ttelly'all

apartwhenIfirstmety'all"

Me:"sodon'taskagainwhyyouguys

weren'tinvitedtothewedding"

Lizwi:"marababydidyouhavetobeat

herup.Bukamanjewecan'tkeepan

eyeonPrincess"welaughed.



Thabang:"eishwatsebatje".

Me:"*inalowtone*andthanksGod

forthat."

Thabo:"Whatwasthat?"

Me:"nothing"Igavethemaninnocent

smile.

Lizwi:"princesswhichUniversityare

youhopingthatitacceptsyou?"



Me:"UCT"

Dad:"What?!WhynotUJorWITS?"

Me:"Idon'tlikethem"

Lizwi:"stillwanttodoPsychology?"

Me:"yes.PlusI'vegottenaprovisional

acceptanceinUKZNandUFS"

Thapelo:"already?"



Me:"yebo.Iamthebestofthebest

afterall"Ibrushedmyshoulders

crackingmyfamilyup.

Bontle:"you'resococky"

Lizwi:"likesomeoneIknow"we

laughed.

Thabo:"Yoursecondoptionisstill

Medicinemos?"

Me:"yes.ButIonlyappliedforitin

WITS,soiftheydon'tacceptmeI



won'tdoit".I'mactuallyprayingthat

theydonotacceptmeinWITS,I'd

rathergototoUJformyBcomin

Accounting,eventhoughIdon'treally

likeaccounting.

Thabo:"don'tworrytheywillaccept

you"

Me:"*lowtone*Ihopetheydon't"

Dad:"Ijusthopethatyouchoose

betweenUJandWITS"



Me:"Idon'treallylikeaccounting

dad,ifIgotoUJIwillhavetodo

accountingsinceIappliedforitthere.

Ialsodon'twanttogotoWits"

Thabo:"Whynot?"

Mom:"ontsobotsa?"

Dad:"sobasicallyyouwanttogoout

oftown?"

Me:"Ye-...Notreally"Iwasn'tsure

aboutthat.



Dad:"butbabyifyoudon'tlike

accountingyoucanchangeto

whateveryoulikeoncetheyaccept

you"that'strue

Me:"ohhh,whydidn'tIthinkofthat"

Thapelo:"causeyouaredumb"

Lizwi:"hey!Don'tsaymyprincessis

dumb"

Me:"Damn!Igotoptionsmos"



Allofthem:"Language!"

Me:"iyoh!Sorryclashofthechoirs"

theylaughed.Wecarriedontalking

aboutrandomstuffuntilitwastime

forLizwiandBontletoleave,theysaid

theirgoodbyes.Theybothkissedmy

cheeksbeforetheyleft.Iwasalso

feelingabitsleepy.

Me:"Goodnightfam"Ikissedoftheir

cheeks,shuuustoryofmylife,that's

whatIhadtodoeverynight,itwasmy

duty*laughs*



Thabang:"wantmetosingyoua

lullaby?"

Me:"youdoknowI'mturning18next

monthright?"

Thapelo:"so?"

Me:"thatmeansI'mtoooldfor

lullabies"momanddadlaughed.

"Goodnightfam.Iloveyall"

Them:"loveyoutooPoonkie".Iwent



tomyroomandsleptimmediately

aftergettingunderthecovers.

IwokeupinthemorningIhada

messagefromZintletellingmethat

theywillfetchmeintheevening

sincetheyhadthingstodointhe

afternoon.Iwenttothebathroomto

washmyfaceandbrushmyteeth.

AfterthatIheadedtothe

kitchen,momwassittingonthehigh

chairdrinkinghercoffee.

Me:"morningmama"Ikissedher

cheek



Mom:"morningsweetheart.Youwoke

upearlytoday,forachange"Ilaughed

Me:"where'severyone?"

Mom:"gettingreadyforschooland

work.Ialsoneedtogogetready.Do

youmindmakingbreakfastfor

everyonebaby?"

Me:"ofcoursenotmom"

Mom:"Thankyou."Sheputhercoffee



muginthesinkthenshehurriedto

herroom.Istartedwiththebreakfast.

Ifriedthebacon,sausagesand

eggs,thenIputthemindifferent

plates.Ithentoastedsomeslicesof

bread,aftertheywerealldoneIput

themonaplate,Iwenttoput

everythingonthekitchentable,thenI

wenttofetchthejuicefromthefridge

notforgettingtoboilwaterformom's

coffee,thatwomanlovescoffee.I

tookout6platesandplacedthemon

thetable,exactlyafterputtingthe

platesonthetableeveryoneentered

thekitchenfromdifferentdirections.



Thabo:"nowthisiswhatIcall

breakfast"

Thapelo:"i'vemissedthis"

Dad:"whatareyoutryingtosayabout

mywife'sbreakfast?"

Thabang:"breakfast?Mommakesus

eatcerealonly.Sheonlyprepares

thiskindofbreakfastwhenshe'son

leave"

Mom:"FYI,cerealisalsobreakfast"we



laughed

Thabo:"aibomama,seoshapaboFYI

jwale?"Welaughed

Mom:"phelaI'mwokenow"

Us:"AIBO!!"

Mom:"shutupandeatyourfood

beforeyougetlate"theydidasthey

weretold.Aftereatingtheyallsaid

theirgoodbyes,notforgettingthe

cheekandforheadkisses.ManIlove



myfamily.Ididn'tknowwhattodoso

Ijustclearedthetableandputallthe

dishesinthedishwasherthenI

starteddoingSpringcleaningka

summerbaba,Lol.Aftercleaningthe

housesqueakyclean,Iwasvery

sweatysoIdecidedtogotomyroom

andtookalongrelaxingbath.After

thebathIlotionedandworemylong

sleevedblackshortdress,itwasnot

thatshortthough.I'mthick,butIhave

freshthighs,Ihavenocelluliteor

whatsoever.Afterchanging,Idecided

totakeanapsinceIwasbored,the

TVwasboringandsowasmylaptop

sinceIknowalmosteverymovie



that'sonit,Ilovesleepingguys.

.

.

Iwaswokenupbymyringing

phone,itwasZintle.

Me:"babe"

Zintle:"heysweets,weareonourway

Ihopeyouhavepackedalready.We

can'tstaytheretolong"

Me:"aibokantiwhathappensto

fetchingmeintheevening?"



Zintle:"kantiwhattimeisitnow?"I

movedmyphonefrommyearto

checkthetimeanditwas19:00.

DamnIsurecansleep

Me:"shiit"

Zintle:"letmeguess,youwere

sleeping"

Me:"youknowmesowell"Isaidwith

sacarsm



Zintle:"nomaungabasacarsticveleI

knowyouwell."

Me:"mxm"

Zintle:"getyourfatassofthatbed

andstartpackingbecauseweare15

minutesawayfromyourcrib"

Me:"eishokay."Ihungup,thenI

quicklyrushedtomywardrobe,Itook

outmysleepwearandtheoutfitsthat

weboughtyesterday.Iwenttothe

bathroomtotakemytoiletriesafter

washingmyface.Iputallthethings



inmyweekendbag,afterthatIwore

myflipflops,tookmyphoneand

chargerthenIheadedtothe

lounge,myfamilywassittingthere

andwatchingTV.

Me:"whydon'ty'allwakemeupwhen

yougothere?"

Thabang:"wedid,youjustkepton

saying"mmmhm"soweleftyou

alone"they'relyingIknowthat.

Me:"mmmokay.Zintleisonherway"



Thabo:"ithoughtyouweren'tleaving

anymore?"

Me:"andwhatmadeyouthinkthat?"

Thapelo:"becauseit'slate.Youcan't

travelatnight"

Me:"mamabualebonatuu"aknock

cameonthedoor"thatmustbe

Zintle"

Thabo:"iwillgetit"my2brothers



chuckled,Idon'tknowwhy.Thabo

camebackwithZintlewhowas

dressedinhergiraffeonesie,she

lookedsocuteinit.

Zintle:"sanibonaniekhaya?"They

greetedback"let'sgobaby".Ihugged

andkissedthem

Me:"Byepeopleseey'allonSundayor

Monday"Isaidwhilewaitingleaving

mybrothersshoutingbehindme,I

knowitwasbecauseIsaidI'm

comingbackonMonday.Wegotto

thecar,Iclimbedinthebackseatand



wedroveoffafterIgreetedthedriver.

ItstartedrainingexactlyafterI

enteredthecar,whichwaswierd

becauseitdidn'tshowanysignsof

rainingearliertoday.Wefinally

arrivedatZintle'shouse,thecar

droppedusoffthenitdroveoff.

Me:"wasthatanUber?"Iaskedwhen

weenteredherroom?

Zintle:"nope,thatwasSivuyile"

Me:"isheyourcousinorsomething?"



Zintle:"nope,Thandiwe'sfuture

husband"

Me:"ohhh.Isee.Where'sThandiwe?"

Zintle:"inherroom"sherolledher

eyes

Me:"whatdidshedonow?"

Zintle:"she'sadramaqueenthatone.

Shelockedherselfinherroom

becausemomdidn'tallowhertogo



toherbachorlleretparty"

Me:"that'sbad"

Zintle:"akhobadwaluthola.

Thandiwemustknowthatsheis

abouttobesomeone'swifeshecan't

goarounddrinking,especiallytheday

beforeherwedding"

Me:"shejustwantedtoenjoyherlast

dayasasinglelady"

Zintle:"trustmeshe'sbeendoingalot



ofthatthewholeweek.Idon'tlike

thatgirl"

Me:"hayZee,she'syoursister"

Zintle:"yeah,Iwishshewasn't"Igive

uponthisone.

Me:"that'sharshbabe"

Zintle:"iknowthat'swhyIsaiditshe

rolledhereyes.Letmechangethe

topic



Me:"whatareyouwearing

tomorrow?"

Zintle:"somestupiduglydressthat

sheboughtme,apparentlyIhavetofit

theclassofthewedding,argh!"She

reallydoesn'tlikehersister.

Me:"Letmeseethedress"

Zintle:"youwillseeittomorrow.Let's

sleepwehavealongdayaheadofus

tomorrow."Wegotinunderthe

coversandslept.Ididtelly'allthatI

enjoysleeping.



WewerewokenupbyZintle'smom

earlyinthemorning.

ZMom:"wakeupmantombazaneand

getready"shelefttheroom

Me:"Whyarewebeingwokenupat6

o'clock?"

Zintle:"wehavetotakesomethings

toSivuyile'shousebeforetheactual

wedding"

Me:"who'sgoing?"



Zintle:"meand2ofmycousins"

Me:"sothatmeansIcancarryon

sleepingandwakeupwheny'allget

back?"

Zintle:"uyabuthandaubuthongonawe

Booty.Wakeupandlet'sabath

together"

Me:"haaa,fine"Iwokeupanddragged

myselfbehindhertothe

bathroom,wedidthewholehygiene



processthenIlotionedandworemy

pyjamasagain,whileshegotdressed

inalongdress.Zee'smombarged

intotheroomagain.

Zmom:"Tumibabydoyoumindgoing

withthem?Lumkaisnotfeelingwell"

thatisZee'scousin

Me:"it'sfinemah.Idon'tmind"of

courseIdomind,Iwantedtostayin

bed.

Zmom:"wearsomethingbelowyour

kneesandcoveryourhead"shewent



out

Me:"ididn'tbringanythingbelowmy

knees,apartfrommyweddingoutfit"

Zeelaughed.Thenshewenttoher

closetandtookoutalongreddress

Zintle:"wearthis"

Me:"itwon'tfit"

Zintle:"iyanwebeka.Justwearit"I

tookofmypyjamasandworethe

dress,itwasabitclosetothebody,it



showedofmycurvesandbooty,then

Icoveredmyheadwithablackdoek

thatZeegavetome,thenIworemy

flipflops.Thesunwasliterallyout

today,it'sgonnabeabeautiful

weathertodayandthatmeansa

beautifulwedding.Wegotintothe

carwith2ofZintle'scousins.The

ridetothehousewasfun,wespoke

aboutalotofthingtheywerereally

funtobearound.Wefinallyarrivedat

thishugemansion,thishouseis

massiveyoh.Wegotofthecarand

wentin,thehousewasfullofpeople

goingupanddown.Abeautifullady

cametous



Lady:"Morningbabies"wechanted

ourgreetings,theladywasSivuyile's

momMrsDlamini.

Zintle:"Momsentustobringsome

things.Shesaidyouknowabout

them"

MrsD:"aretheyinthecar?"

Zintle:"yes"

MrsD:"okay,IwillaskSivutounload



them.It'sactuallysomethingsthat

yoursisterwanttobeincludedinthe

decor"

Zintle:"she'schangingthingsngelast

minute?"

MrsD:"yoursisterisadivayouknow

her"sherolledhereyes."Whoisthis

beautythatyouarewithgirls?"

Zintle:"ohheish,thisisTumimybest

friend"



MrsD:"nicetomeetyouTumi"

Me:"likewisema'am"

MrsD:"callmeMah.Couldpleasego

andcallSivuforMe?"

Me:"uhh...idon'tknowhim"

Thobeka:"letmego"

MrsD:"Nooo!Idon'twantanyofthe3

ofyoutogobecauseyouwon'tcall.

Nizovelenihlalenayephakularoom"



theylaughed"Tumi,justgooutthis

door,thengoaroundthe

house,there'sacottagebehindthe

house,he'sintherewithhis

groomsmen"

Me:"okaymah".Iwentoutand

followedthedirectionsthatshegave

me,Igottothecottageandknocked

onthedoor.Thisfinehotcreature

openedthedoor,andtheminutehe

openedthethedoortherainstarted

pouringwhichwaswierdbecauseit

wassunnyafewsecondsago.He

quicklymadewayformeandI

enteredthecottagesinceitwas



raining,anddamn!ItwasfullofHOT

shirtlessman,nowIjustwannaleave

becauseIamflushed!

●
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Nowtherealstorybegins,prepare
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SohereIamstuckinaroomfilled

withsexyhotman,becauseofthis

stupidrain.NahfamIcan'tstayhere

anylonger,I'drathergetwetthanbe

here,notTHATkindofwetpeople.

Me:"uhm...IamlookingforSivuyile?"

Ilookedaround.

Sivuyile:"I'mSivuyile"itwastheguy

thatopenedthedoorforme



Me:"Oh,uhmyourmomsaidshe

needsyoutounloadsomethings

fromthecar"

Sivuyile:"andwhatarethosethings"

ohhhe'sthearroganttype,Isee.

Me:"Idon'tknow.Thingsthat's

Thandiweneedforthewedding".I

turnedandopenedthedoor

"Eyywhereareyougoingit'sstill

rainingoutside"itwasoneofthe



guys.Ijustclosedthedoorandleft.

Therainhadstoppedanditwas

sunnyagain,heemehlolomnk.I

enteredthehouseandtheywerenow

seatedinthelounge.

Me:"he'sonhiswa-"

Sivuyile:"wherearethosestupid

thingsthatIhavetounload"andhe's

here*rollingeyes*.Hehadattitude

yoh!

MrsD:"Sukusa

Sivuyile,ndizakuvuthululangebhanti



mna,utshateunemivimbandikxelele"

Sivuyile:"xolomama"

MrsD:"nxah.Takehimtothecar"she

waslookingatme,aibongavelelwa

Jesu!

Thobeka:"it'sfine,Iwilltakehim"she

stoodupandSivuyilefollowed

Lindi:"whywereyouinthereforsuch

alongtime,onlytodeliveramessage

kphela"



Me:"Itjuststartedtorain

unexpectedlywhenthedoor

opened,soIhadtotakecoverinthe

house"

MrsD:"whoopenedthedoor?"

Me:"itwasSivuyile"MrsD'seyes

wereallout,shelookedshocked.

MrsD:"Uhmexcuseme,Ineedtofind

myhusband"shestoodupandleft



Me:"andthen?"

Lindi:"ungang'buziangaziLuthodarly"

□

■
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Itwasmyweddingday,Idon'tknowif

I'mhappyorsadbecauseIdon'tthink

I'mreadyforthiskindof

commitment,ImeanIamonly24



yearsforheaven'ssake.ButIdo

knowthatIlovemyfiance.Iwas

chillingwithmyboysinthe

cottage,weweregettingreadyforthe

wedding.Itwasthefiveofus:

Me,Nkazimulo,Ayanda,Thembaand

Lungani.

Nkazi:"Boyareyousuresurethatyou

arereadyforthis?"

Me:'eishboy,notreallybutIlove

uThandiwesonzoyenzaleway"

Themba:'ayynaloBarbiewakho"we



laughed,Thembadoesn'treallylike

Thandiwe,wellallofmyfriendsdon't

evenmyfamilymembers

Lungani:"thatgirllivesinherown

world.Didyouseethedecoroutside?

Haayadlalawena"

Ayanda:"it'ssofuckenpink,IswearI

feltgaytheminuteIenteredthetent"

welaughed.

Me:"youarebeingdramatic"



Themba:"didyouseethevenue?"

Me:"no.!"

Lungani:'youshouldhavebeen

involvedinthewedding,maybeyou

wouldhaveopposedsomeofthe

ideasthatshecameupwith."

Me:"kantiwhat'swrongwiththe

venue?"

Them:"IT'SFREAKENPINK!!!"I

laughedatthem,theyaresodramatic



Me:"youniggasshouldhavebeen

gay.Youcomplainabouteverything"I

saidwhilelaughing.Justthena

knockdisturbedus,Iwenttoopen

andtherestoodaverycurvaceous

girl,shelookedsodamnFine!She

hadmeatintherightplaces,Damn!I

woulddefinitelyhitthat.JustasIwas

stuckinthosethoughts,therain

startedpouring,Ihadtomakewayfor

hertoenter,Ididn'twanthertogetall

wetshe'stoobeautiful.Idon'teven

knowwheretheraincamefrom

becauseitwassunnyjustasecond

ago.Iwasstandingbehindher,hay



marnthisgirlhasabootyfor

days,shewasdefinitelydoing

injusticetothatdressshewas

wearingbecauseitshowedherbody

beautiful.HayIhavetoadmiteven

myThandiwehasnothingonthisgirl

infrontofme.

Her:"uhm...IamlookingforSivuyile?"

Shelookedaround.Hervoice

soundedsosweet,hervoicewasso

melodic

Me:"I'mSivuyile"



Her:"Oh,uhmyourmomsaidshe

needsyoutounloadsomethings

fromthecar"

Me:"andwhatarethosethings"Isaid

inanotsopolitemanner

Her:"Idon'tknow.Thingsthat

Thandiweneedforthewedding".She

turnedandopenedthedoor

"Eyywhereareyougoingit'sstill

rainingoutside"thatwasThemba,the

girljustclosedthedoor.



Us:"DAMN!!!"

Themba:"nowthat'swhatIcalla

woman!"

Lungani:"didyouseethatass?"

Me:"Iwouldtapthat!"

Nkazi:"haymusuk'ngcola,uyashadain

afewhours.Leavethatonetothe

singlefellaslikeus"theyfistbumped



Themba:'ididn'tevengethername"

Lungani:'hayupakilelamntanarha!"

Me:"haynoThandiweakathathinto

pha"

Nkazi:"haydon'tcomparethatmatch

sticktothatvoluptuouslady"they

laughed

Themba:"shelookslikeshe'sabout

tobreak"theylaughed,Ijustkepton

lookingatthem



Lungani:"walitholaphiolwaswazi

bhudda?"Theylaughedagain

Me:"hayfutseknina!Ngumntuwam

loenithethangaye"

Themba:"siyazitshin"

Me:"mxm.Letmegoandattend

mom".Ileftthemtherelaughingand

talkingaboutmyfiance,theyreallydo

itlikehershame.Igotinsidethe

mainroom,myshoutedatmefor



givingherattitude,thensheinstructed

someonetotakemetothecar.Igot

totheandunloadedthethingsthat

neededtobeunloaded,Idon'teven

knowwhatthosethingswerebutthe

plasticwasveryheavy,Ijusttookit

andwenttoputitonthekitchentable.

Thebeautifulladywasinthekitchen

drinkingwater.

Me:"wemeetagain.Ididn'tcatch

yourname"

Her:"that'sbecauseIdidn'tthrowit"



"Bootyweneedtogo"thatwas

Zintle,Thandiwe'slittlesister.What

kindofnameisBootyhlebantu?Hay

inene.Bootyturnedandleft.

Me:"Small"that'showIcallZintle

Zintle:"biggy"Bootywaslonggone

Me:"whatkindofnameisBooty?"

Zintle:'nag,that'sjustthenameIgave

herbecauseshehasabigbooty"



Me:"what'sherrealnamethen?"

Zintle:"B-....haybhutiwhydoyouwant

toknowhername?"

Me:"hawu,Ijustwanttoknownje"

Zintle:'iknowyoubhuti.Youwantto

cheatonmysisterwithher.NopeI

won'tallowyoutohurtmyfriendlike

that"it'ssofunnyhowsheisonly

consideringherfriend'sfeelingsover

hersister's



Me:"hah,smallundithathakanjani?I

wouldneverdothattoyoursister"

Zintle:'hay,Idon'tcareaboutthatone"

that'strue

Me:"serioussmall.Okaytruthis

Thembawantstoknowhername"

whichispartlytrue,butIalsowantto

knowhername.

Zintle:"weeeh,thatcrazyfriendof

yours?No!"



Me:"ohcomeonsmall.It'snotlike

there'ssomethingseriousthathecan

dowithaname"herphonerang

Zintle:"mxm.HernameisBoitumelo

Mokoena.Byenow"sherantothe

door

Me:"wasthatsohard?"Ishouted

Zintle:"Futsek!"Sheshoutedback,I

laughed.Shecanbeabitsavage

sometimes.Unlikehersistershe'sa

veryfreespiritedperson,she'sout

goingandveryfunny.Don'tlookat



melikethat,Idon'thaveacrushon

her,okaymaybeIdidwhenIfirstmet

herbutnowIdon't.

.

.

.

Anyway,Iforgottointroducemyself.

ThenameisSivuyileLeonDlamini,24

yearsofage.I'maXhosa

man,scratchthataXhosaPrince.Yes

Iamroyalty,theonlyheirtothe

Dlaminithrone.Ihavetwosister,both

olderthanme,yeahI'mthelastborn.I

havetwoverysuccessfulbusinesses

andonethatIamstilltryingtogetof



theground.AsmuchasIwouldlike

tosayIamindependent,I'mnot.My

dadandmomare2majorinvestors

inallmybusinesses.WhenItold

momanddadthatIwantedtomarry

Thandiwe,theydidn'tapprove.Matter

offactmydadwaslivid,hedidn't

wannaaccepther,hewentasfaras

threateningtopullhisinvestment

frommybusinesses.Idon'tknow

howheendedupchanginghis

mind,hefinallygavemehisblessings

tomarryThandiwebuthestilldoesn't

likeherthough,evenbothmysister's

don'tlikeher.Wellshewasfriends

withLulama,thefirstborn.Idon't



knowwhathappened,theyjustended

upfallingapartandtheystarted

beefingwitheachother.Youknow

howgirlsare,butkeitiswhatitis.

Backtothestory.Ineededtospeak

tomomsoIwentuptherestairsand

wentstraighttotheroomthatmy

parentswereusing.BTWthisismy

house.Anyway,Igottotheroom,the

doorwasslightlyopenandmomand

dadseemedtobeinvolvedinavery

seriousconvo.

Dad:"Calmdownwife,wewillconfirm

thistheoryofyourslatertoday"



Mom:"kanjaniTata?"

Dad:"ifitrainsattheweddingwhen

sheshowsup,thenwewillknowwhat

thatmeans".Idon'tevenknowwhat

thefucktheyweretalkingabout,Ijust

hopeitwon'truinmyday.Ican't

believethattheywantitrainonmy

day,hehe.Sincetheywerebusy

talkingaboutsomethingelsej

decidedtogobacktothecottageto

getreadyformyday.

Themba:"whattookyousolong?"



Me:"thefucknigga?Youstartingto

soundlikeThandi"

Themba:"fuckno"welaughed

Me:"guesswhatgents?"

Lungani:"wedon'thavetimefor

guessinggames,sotalk"

Me:"mxmyouarenofunatall.

AnywayIknowthenameofthelady

thatwashereearlieron"



Nkazi:"youmeantheGoddessthat

cametocallyou?"

Me:"yep"thelookedatme

Themba:"kengokuulindel'uba

sikubuzeukubanguban?"

Me:"uhthat'showitsupposedtobe"

Lungani:"kutshobani?"



Me:"mxm"

Nkazi:"awushoigamamfethu"

Me:"hernameisBoitumelo

Mokoena,she'sZintle'sfriend"

Lungani:"Wait,Mokoena,Mokoena....m

mhh.Ihopeshe'snotThapeloand

ThabangMokoena'ssister"

Me:"aike,Ididn'taskaboutherfamily.

Iwasn'tdoingresearchafterall

hawu"theychuckled



Themba:"letsjustgetreadyforthis

DisneyWedding,wedon'twantyouto

belateforit"theylaughed

Me:"stopdissingmyweddingfellas"

Lungani:"itsdissable"theylaughed

again

Me:"iwillfirey'allfrombeingmy

groomsmenI'mtellingyou"

Nkazi:"trustme,youwillbedoingusa



favour"theylaughedagain,these

stupidfuckers

Me:"dickheads".Igotdressedinmy

blacksuit,whiteshirt,Brownbeltand

BrownItalianshoes.Iwasaboutto

grabmyblacktiewhenThemba

stopedme

Themba:"wenzani?Youknowyou

havetowearthatstupidpinktie"they

laughed

Me:"fuckno.Iain'twearingthat

gayishtie"



Nkazi:"youshouldhavetold

Thandiwethatwhenshepickedyour

outfitfortheday"

Me:"I'mnotwearingthatstupidthing.

Imagineme,SiyabulelaDlamini

crownedPrincewearingapinktie"

Lungani:"thereisnothingwrongwith

apinktie"

Me:"butthereissomethingwrong

withthatone"theylaughed.See,I



don'tmindwearingapinkthat,just

thatthisonehadglittersonit,so

peoplewoulddefinitelyassumethatI

amgayonceIshowupwearing

it,theywouldthinkndiliafter9,yuuh

unotsherha,kungavukaamaZizialele.

Themba:"YourBarbiedoll"helaughed.

Itooktheblacktiefromhishandand

woreit.Ain'tnowayamIgonnawear

apinkglitteredtie,never.Wenowall

dressedforthewedding,theguys

werealsowearinglikeme,butinstead

ofthemwearingatietheyworebow

ties,BLACKbowties.



Nkazi:"youreallyleavingthebachelor

lifestyle?"

Me:"itstimetogrowupfellas"

Lungani:"weeebatata,mveniebhuda".

Thetimewas9:45,Ihadtomakemy

waytofieldwerewewerehostingthe

wedding.Myyardwasbig,Ihadavery

bigopenspace,wedecidedtouse

thatspacefortheweddingceremony

sinceThandiwecouldn'tfindthe

venuethatsheliked.Astretchtent

wasplacedoutsidewithtiffany



chairs.Andforthereceptionwewere

gonnausemydinningroomarea,it

wasalsobig.Itwasgoingtobeable

toaccommodateourguests,wewere

havingasmallwedding.Thandiwe

wantedabigwedding,butmyparents

saidweshoulddoasmallwedding

sincetheydidn'twantanymedia

hoveringaround.Thandiwewasvery

disappointedbythatbecauseshe

wantedtoinvitethemedia,shealso

wantedourweddingtobecoveredby

TopBilling.Yesyouguessedright,my

familyisinthepubliceye,Idon'teven

knowwhatwearefamousfor,maybe

it'sbecauseweareroyalty.



Meandmyfriendsgottothetentand

stoodinfront,nexttothepriestwho

wasgoingtoofficiateourMarraige.

Peoplestartedfillingtheseats,then

Johnlegend'sYouandIstarted

playing.Kantiwhathappenedtothe

oldtraditional'Herecomesthebride'

songnabantu?Mnk.

Shewalkedinafterher

bridesmaids,shelookedsobeautiful

inherCinderellagown,shelookedlike

aprincess.Shefinallygottome,she

gavemeasternlook,Idon'tknow

why.Weturnedandlookedatthe

priest,whoprayedandtoldustosay

ourvows,blahblahblah.Whileinthe



middleofourvows,Zintlewalkedin

withherfriendBoitumelo,itstarted

rainingagain.Godyouhavegottobe

kiddingme,Iaskedyounicelyto

makeitnotraintoday.WhileIwas

stillinthosethoughtsitstoped

rainingjustaspeoplewhere

preparingtogoinside.Thepriest

finallyofficiatedourwedding

Priest:"Inowpronounceyouhusband

andwife,youmaykissthebride"

finally.I'vebeenwaitingforthatpart

yoh.Wewentinsidethethehousefor

thereception,ThandiandIwenttomy

studytosignourmarriagecertificate



thenwewenttojoinourfriendsand

familiesdownstairs,wellthatwas

afterThandichangedintoapink

mermaiddress,Iseriousdonot

understandthisgirl'sobsessionwith

pink.Afewspeecheswere

made,thenafterthatwestarted

partying.Myfriendswantedustogo

totheclubbutIdidn'twannapissof

mywife,sotheyleftwithoutme.Soon

everyonestartedleavingoneby

one,thenonlymyfamilywasleft.I

carriedThanditomyroom,it'stimeI

hadmywife'scakenow.

♡

♡



♡

♡

#WeddingVibes

#BarbieVibes

CouldSivuyilebeTumi'schosen

one,mmmh.Staytunedformore
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♧

♧

♧

Icamebackwithmyhandbag,thenI

wenttohugZintle.



Me:"seeyousoon"

Zintle:"Iwonderwhatyourbrothers

aregonnasaywhentheyseeSivu"

shewaswhispering

Me:"byeThandi"

Thandiwe:"mmmh"O-KAY

Zintle:"don'tmindherinsecureass"

MrsD:"Byebaby"



Me:"byeMah".Sivuyilestoodupand

followedbehindme,wewerenot

talkingtoeachother.Idon'treallylike

hisattitudeinfactIdon'tlikehim.I

wasreallyworriedabouthowmy

brothersaregonnareactwhenthey

seehimwalkingwithme.Heopened

thegateandthestoodablack

MercedesGLC,damnthatcarishot.

Mybrotherswerestandingoutsideof

it,theysmiledwhentheysawmebut

whentheysawwhoIwaswalking

withtheyfrowned.



Me:"Heyguys.Imissedy'all"

Thapelo:"wemissedyoutoo

pumpkin"Ihuggedallthreeofthem.

Thabang:"errman,asePrinceyee

famouse?"Whatthehellishetalking

about

Thabo:"keyena.TheXhosaland

Prince."Theyarebeingdelusional

Sivuyile:"Eitamagents"



Them:"hola"theyshoulderbumped.

Okaywhythehellaremybrothersso

chilled,ImeanIamwalkingwithaguy

hello!

Thapelo:"soyouarethePrincethat

wasgettingmarriedthisweek?"

Sivuyile:"intheflesh"

Thabang:"andyoumarriedThandiwe

Msomi?"Henodded"outofallthe

girlsinthiscountryyoudecidedtogo

forThandiwe?"Theyalllaughed,well

Sivuyilejustchuckled



Thabo:"Country?Thistownonits

own,therearealotofgirlswhoare

betterthanher,nooffenceyour

majesty"Majestwaengjwale

Sivuyile:"nonetaken.I'mactually

usedtopeoplesayingthatabouther"

Thabang:"youclearlydonotknow

yourgirl"mybrotherslaughed

Thapelo:"Whatwereyouthinkingmy

man?Whatmadeyoumarryher?"



Thabang:"isitthep-"helookedatme

"coveryourears"Ilookedathimwith

theareyouseriouslook.

Thabo:"getinthecarTumi"Ihuffed

andobeyedtheircommand,my

brothersarereallyannoyingshame.

.

.

.

°•Sivuyile•°

Theseguysarecrazyandblunt,Idon't



evenknowthey'renames

Brother1:"Wasitherlooks?"

Brother2:"looks?Aibodon'tjokelike

thatThabang."Theylaughed

Thabang:"iamtryingtounderstand

hisreasonsfordoingthis"onewould

swearthattheseguysknowmethey

waytheyaretalkingtome

Brother3:"Balanceuswenamy

Prince"hemustbetheyoungone,he



lookedyoungerthanthem

Brother1:"wasitthepussy?Itmust

havebeenit,phelathat'stheonly

goodthingabouther"howwouldhe

knowthat?

Thabang:"itwasdefinitelyitbrother!"

Theyfistbumped.

Me:"iloveher.She'sagreat

person,shehasagoodheart"Lies!

Lies!Lies!Theystartedlaughing,they

laughedreallyhard.Ialsowantedto

joininbecauseIwaslying,butIdidn't



wanttoadmitthatImarriedmywife

forherpussygame,whichison

anotherlevel.

Thabang:"Thapelowamotlwa?Ore

Thandiisgreatperson"theylaughed

again

Brother3:"Areonalegoodheart"they

laughedevenmore

Brother1:"Mybrother,youcan'tput

Thandiweandgoodheartinthesame

sentence"



Brother3:"youcannever"they

laughedagain.Ihaveconcluded

theseguysarecrazy.

Brother1:"ImagineThandiwegood

heart?Never,lennaThapelowa

Thapelohaveneverseenhergood

heartedside"sohisnameisThapelo

Me:"okfuckIlied.Toehonest,I-"

Brother3:"yesmyPrincebehonest!

SpeaktheGodlytruth"



Thapelo:"whatdoyouknowabout

GodThabo"mmmhtripleT

Thabo:"thathelivesinheaven"he

gavehimthe'arestupidlook'

Thapelo:"youaredumb.Idon'teven

knowhowyougottodomedicine"

Thabang:"guysyoudisturbing.The

Princewasabouttotelluswhyhe

marriedBarbie"it'ssofunnyhow

almosteveryonecallsThandiwe



Barbie.

Me:"wellImustadmit,herpussy

gameisthemajorreason"They

cheered!

Thapelo:"Iknewit!!"Hepunchedin

theair"ifthiswasagameshow,I

wouldbegettingmoney.Soyoumy

brothersarebuyingmedrinks

tonight"

Thabang:"wedon'tdrinkinaSunday"

helookedaway



Thapelo:"sincewhen?"

Thabo:"sincefromabout3seconds

ago"helaughed,ThabangandIalso

joinedin.

Thabang:"somyPrincewhywasn't

yourweddingtelevisionised?Since

weweren'tinvitedIwashoppingwe

wouldwatchitonT.V."Ichuckled

Me:"wetryingtostayawayfromthe

media"



Thapelo:"youtryingtowhat?Nigga

wenayouarealwaysinthemedia.

Youareineverymagazine,everytalk

show."

Me:"wellmyparentsdon'treally

approveofmemarryingThandiweso

theydidn'twantthemediathere.

Basicallytheydon'twantpeopleto

knowImarriedThandiwe"

Thabo:"icanreallysayIamsurprised

thatyourparentsdon'tlikeher."They

laughedagain



Thabang:"buteveryoneknowsnow"

Me:"whatdoyoumean?"

Thapelo:"itsalloversocialmedia"

Me:"What?!NowIknowwhymom

insistedthatwehavefamilyand

closefriendsinthewedding,looknow

someonewenttoblabtheirmouthto

themedia"

Thabang:"ayymarn,itwasyourwife"



Me:"Intoni?"

Thabo:"sheposteditevenbeforethe

wedding.Kantiwenayouarenoton

socialmedia?"

Me:"iam.Ijusthaven'tbeenactive

forafewweeks"Thabotookouthis

phoneandstartedscrollingdown

Thabang:"haha!Idon'treallylike

socialmediatoo.It'sforgirls,imagine

mepostingapictureofmyself.Next



thingyouknowIwillstartpouting

andcrossingmylegswhileposing

forthecamera"welaughed.

Thabo:"here"hegavemehis

phone,thepicturewason

Instagram,whatthefuck?Sheeven

taggedmeonthisstupidpicture.I

wasapicmixofapictureofusanda

pictureofherhandwithadiamond

ringonit.Thecaptionwas:"The

XhosalandPrincedecidedtoouta

ringonit,yesladieshe'sminenow

thatmeanshe'sofflimits"Jesus

Christ!



Me:"Whatthehell?"

Thapelo:"youreallydidn'tknowabout

this?"Inodded,theylaughed

Thabo:"awwwbathoPrinceyasono"

theylaughedagain.Iwasangryat

Thandiforbluntlyignoringmy

parent'sorders.

Thapelo:"whatdoyoucallanexin

Xhosa?"



Me:"sdala/isdala"

"Sivuyile!"ThatwasThandi,Iturned

shewasstandingatthegate.

Thandi:"yourfatheriscallingyou"

shutIforgothesaidwehadtotalk.

Thapelo:"awwsdalasammadoda"he

saidwithafunnyaccent

Thabang:"sakho?Sdalasethu"they

laughed.Don'ttellmeThandidated

thebothofthem



Thapelo:"youstillhavesexylegs,I'm

gladmysisterdidnotdamagethem

withhersjambok"iglaredathim,he

puthishandsupinaform

surrendering

Thandi:"Hooligans,Nxah"sheturned

andwalkedawayleavingthe3

brothersinstitches.

Me:"whatwasthatabout?"

Thapelo:"wewerejustbeingfriendly



andgreetingthecrownedprincess"

theylaughedIdidsaytheywere

crazy.

Me:"anywayIneedtoheadback

inside.Itwasnicemeetingy'all."

Thabang:"nahman,itwasanhonour

meetingyouPrinceSivuyile"Ismiled

Me:"maybewecanhangout

sometime"

Thapelo:"cool.Calluswhenyouare



free"

Me:"Idon'thaveyournumbers"

Thabang:"thenwewillcallyou"

Me:"youdon'thavemynumbers"

Thabo:"don'tstressyourselfabout

that"

Thabang:"takecareyourmajesty"I

shookalloftheirhands



Me:"bythewaymomsaidThanksfor

lettingBoitumeloattendthe

wedding,shereallylikesher"Isaid

withabroadsmile

Thapelo:"mmmh,Ihopeshe'stheonly

onethatlikesher"hegavemeastern

look.

Thabang:"anythingforthequeen."

Thabo:"tellherjsaidshe'stosexyto

stayinthebundus"welaughedand



theygotintothecaranddroveoff.

Theywereareallycoolbunchof

peoplethatIwouldn'tmindchilling

with,theyremindedmesomuchof

myownfriends.I'vealsonoticedthat

theyareveryprotectiveovertheir

sister,theytreatherlikeachild.I

mademywayinsideandwent

straighttodad'sstudy.Hewasbusy

inhislaptop.

Me:"sorryItooklong"heshiftedhis

attentiontome

Dad:"akhongxaki"



Me:"whatdidyouwanttotalkabout?"

Dad:"sit."Idid"uhmnyana,andithiyou

knowthatyouarethecrownedPrince?

ThatmeanswhenIdieyouaregoing

totakeoverthethrone"Inodded

"thereforeasacrownedPrinceyou

needacrownedPrincess"

Me:"yep,andIalreadydohave

it,Thandiwe"

Dad:"thisisgoingtobeharderthanI



thought.NyanaacrownedPrincess

issomeonethattheancestors

chooseforyou,shedoesn't

necessarilyhavetoberoyalty,justas

longastheancestorsapproveofher

thenshewillgetthetitle.Thandiweis

notyourcrownedPrincess"

Me:"dadiknowthatyoudon'tlike

Thandiwe,butthatdoesn'tmeanIwill

allowyoutousethetraditionalbullin

orderformetobreakupwithher.I

amnotleavingThandiweforanyone.

ThandiweismycrownedPrincess

whethertheancestorsapproveor

not"



Dad:"ayidumikanjaloxayizohamba

nyana.Youneedsomeonethatwas

chosenforyoubytheancestors,and

fromwhatIhaveheardyouhave

alreadymether"No!

Me:"whatdoyoumeandad?

ThandiweismycrownedPrincess"

Dad:"sheisNot!Theancestorsdid

notapproveofher"

Me:"andhowdoyouknowthat?!



Mmmh!UsiSangoma?!"

Dad:"boy!Youbettercheckyourtone"

Me:"uxolo"Ibowedmyhead

Dad:"nowlistenhere,Thandiweisnot

yourcrownedPrincess,theseatnext

toyoursdoesnotbelongtoher,it

belongstosomeoneelse!Youknow

thisishowourtraditionworks!"

Me:"Fuckthat!!Fuckthestupid

traditionandfuckthethrone!"WellI



didnotmeanthelastpart.Iwas

alreadyuponmyfeet

Dad:"Sivuyile!!"Hebangedthetable

veryhard"listenhereboy,Idon'tmake

theserules,andwenamtshanayou

aregonnafollowthem,youareroyalty

forGod'ssake,youknewthiswas

gonnacome,youknewthiswas

gonnahappen.Socalmthefuck

downandlet'stalklikedamnadults"

hesore,Ilookedathimandsatdown

Me:"howdoyouknowthatThandiwe

isnotthechosenone?"



Dad:"diditrainwhenyoufirstmet

her?"

Me:"No"

Dad:"diditrainwhenyoukissedfor

thefirsttime"

Me:"no"

Dad:"diditrainwheny'allhadsexfor

thefirsttime?"Thehell?



Me:"No!"

Dad:"hayydon'tactlikeavirgin"I

chuckled

Me:"butitrainedonourwedding

day,thatshouldmeansomething"

Dad:"wasitrainingforheroryour

chosenone?Maybeshewasatthe

weddingwhoknows?"

Me:"thisissostupid"



Dad:"noit'snot.NowIthinkimight

haveanideawhothechosenone

is,butIneedtoconsultwithNdeka

aboutthis"Ndekaisthefamily

sangoma

Me:"whodoyoususpect?"

Dad:"iwilltellyouwhenIhavea

clue,nowleaveIhaveworktodo"he

lookedathislaptop

Me:"atleastgivemeahint"he

ignoredmeandlookedathislaptop

"Dad!"Silence"Dad"silence.Ijust



stoodupandleftsincehedidnot

wanttotellmeanything.

.

.

°•Boitumelo•°

Theyfinallydecidedtoenterthecar

afteralongtime.

Me:"finallyyoh!"

Thapelo:"Andthenwena?"



Thabo:"whydidn'tyoutellusthat

yourwereattendingthePrince's

wedding."

Me:"ididn'tevenknowthattheywere

royalty,nnaIthoughtIwasjust

attendingThandiwe'swedding,who

happenstobemyfriend'ssister"I

rolledmyeyes

Thabang:"wellthatweddingwas

royalty"wewerebowdriving

Me:"yeahyeah.Didyouhavetotalk

withhimforthatlongthough?I'm



actuallysurprisedthatyoudidn't

wanttoattackhim"

Thapelo:"heisthecrownedPrince,we

didn'twanttoberude,besideshe'sa

reallycoolguy"

Thabang:"mmhmmh,plusthereare

verycoolbenefitsofbeingfriends

withtheroyalfamily"

Me:"Andwhatarethosebenefits?"

Thabo:"Hotchicksthrowing



themselvesatus"

Me:"siesmarn.Bytheway,howdid

youfindoutwhereIwas?Idon't

remembertellingyouorsendingyou

alocation.Icouldhavebeenat

Zintle's"

Thabo:"ohthat,weusedthetrackerin

yourphone"

Me:"myphonedoesn'thaveatracker"

Thapelo:"itdoes,weputitinthere"he



saidthatwithsomuchchillwhilemy

mouthwaswideopenfrotheshock,I

can'tbelievethem.

Me:"JesusChrist!"

Thabo:"Eyyweknowit'saSunday,but

thatdoesn'tmeanyouhavetocall

thebigman'snameinvain"

Me:"mxm"

Thabo:"oreng?"



Me:"nix"

Thabo:"watelathesedaysneh?"

Thapelo:"toomuch,IthoughtIwas

theonlyonewhonoticedwatseba"I

justpoutedandlookedoutsidethe

window,nextthingIknowmy

brothersaretakingpicturesof

me,theyaresocreepy.Aswewere

driving,Isawthattheroadwasn't

leadingtohome.

Me:"whereareyoutakingme?Iwant

togohome"



Thabang:"chill,wearegoingtohave

fun"

Me:"idontwanttohavefunwithyou.

Iwanttosleep"

Thapelo:"wellguesswhat?Wedon't

care"theylaughed

Me:"wow,okay"Ijustkeptquietand

lookedoutthewindow.Theytried

makingaconversationwith

me,askingmeabouttheweddingbut



Ijustignoredthem.Finallythecar

stoppednexttothisgiganticfield,it

wasinthemiddleofnowhere.Idon't

evenknowwhatweasdoinghere.I

gotoutthecaraftertheyalsogotout.

Wewalkedtothemiddleofthe

ground,Thapelo'sarmwasonmy

shoulderbutIremovedit,helookedat

meandputitbackonmyshoulder,I

removeditagain,hechuckled.Next

thingIknowThabotookouta

gun,JesusChristyoushouldhave

seenthewayIranbacktothe

car,whenIgottothecar,itwaslocked

andThabangwasjoggingtome.



Thabang:"ayykengkawena?"Didhe

justaskwhat'swrongwithme?Didn't

heseethatHisbrotherhasagun?

Whatifhewantstoshootme?

"Come"Ishookmyhead"Come

on,wejustwanttoteachyouafew

things"heheldouthishand,Itookit

thenwewalkedbacktooursiblingsI

wasshakingwithfear.

Thabo:"onobalehang?"Isheinsane?

Ilookedathimlikehewascrazyhe

shrugged

Thapelo:"anywaywebroughtyou



heresothatwecanteachyouhowto

holdagunandhowtoshoot"Amen!!

Me:"What?!Idon'twanttolearnhow

toshoot!WhoamIgonnashoot?!"

Thabang:"youhavetolearnto

protectyourself"

Me:"fromwhat?"

Thabo:"ourenemies"

Me:"iknowthatyouguysannoyalot



ofpeople,butIdon'tthinkitwould

escalatetoapointwheretheywant

tokillyouandyourfamily"Isaid

whilelaughing

Thabang:"wearegangsters

punkie,andweknowthatourenemies

willtrytogettousbyusingyousince

youareourweakspot"

Me:"wait,wait.Let'srecapbecauseI

zonedoffforaminute.Yousaidyou

arewhat?"

Thabo:"Gangsters"hesaidina



annoyedtone

Me:"Iknewit!!"Ijumpedupanddown

withasmileonmyface"Iknewit!

DamnifIonlyIhadmadeabetwith

LizwiandBontleIwouldbe

swimminginmoneyright,I'mso

stupid"Ifrowned.Theylookedatme

likeIwascrazy."Wellwhatarewe

waitingfor,let'sgetdowntobusiness.

Gimmethegun"

Thapelo:"soyouarenotangryor

disappointed?"



Me:"whatdifferencewillit

make,becauseit'snotlikemy

feelingswillmakeyoustop"

Thabo:"phew!That'sbetter,nowmom

anddadwillstopbreathingdownour

necksabouthowdisappointedyou

willbe"Slowthelorry

Me:"saywhatnow?Momanddad

know?"Theynodded"thosesneaky

parents,andtheyactedliketheydidn't

knowwhereyougotthatcarfrom"

theylaughed"justmakesurethat

Lizwidoesn'tfindout,he'sacopyou



know"

Thabang:"wewilltalkaboutthat

later,rightnowlet'sstartshooting".

▪

¤

▪

¤

#TheMokenaBrothers

#RoyalFamily.

HowwillSivuyileandThandiwereact

whentheyfindoutwhothechosen

oneis?Staytunedformore



.

.

NB:"Sivuyile'sPOVsareatemporary

thing,wewon'tbehavingthem

throughoutthestory,theywillonlybe

availableatthebeginningofthestory.
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°•Boitumelo•°

Imustadmittheweddingwasabit

fun,justthatIwastoopinkshame.



ButIlookedgoodinmydustypink

dress,Iwasrockingitshame,I'm

sayingthisbecauseofthestaresI

gotfromalotofguys.Ifmybrothers

werehere,Iswearafightwouldhave

erupted.MrsDlaminiinsistedthatwe

sleepover,because"wearefamily"I

thinksheonlysaidthatbecauseI

waswithZintle.Idecidedtowakeup

earlytodaysinceIwasinsomeone

else'shouse,notmymom'shouse.

Me:"NtleNtle!"

Zintle:"mmmhmmh"



Me:"wakeupmarn!"

Zintle:"goshIhatethatnameso

much"

Me:"Ilikeit.IthinkI'mgonnacallyou

thatfromnowon"

Zintle:"whydidyouwakemeupso

early?"

Me:"incaseyoudidn'tnotice,youare

notinyourmama'shouse,soyou



can'twakeupaftertheownerofthe

house"

Zintle:"ayymarn,wenayouareto

righteousformyliking".Myphone

beeped,itwasatextfromThapelo

tellingthattheywillbefetchingina

fewhours.Theydidn'tstatethe

time,gosh.

Me:"letsgoandmakebreakfast.My

brothersarefetchingmeinafew

hours"

Zintle:"mmmh,Marayourbrothersare



hothlechomi"

Me:"it'ssofunnyhowyoualways

complimentthemwhenthey'renot

nexttoyou,buttheminuteyoustand

nexttothemyoujustkeepquiet,you

don'teventalk."Ilaughed

Zintle:"wellyourbrothersarerude,so

youcan'tblamemefriend"Ilaughed

Me:"true.Ineedtotakeabath,Infact

ashower.Idon'tevenhaveaclean

underwearandcleanclothes"



Zintle:"metoo.Siyafreewill(er)girl"

Me:"whatthefuckisthat?"

Zintle:"wewon'tworeapenty"I

lookedaroundtheroom.

Me:"thanksGodthere'sanen-suit

here"Istoodandwenttothe

bathroomandtookashower,Zintle

followedafterme.Iworemydress

againandmyshoes,Icombedmy

hairandputmywetpentyinmy



handbag.Zintlecamebackandalso

wereherdress,shefixedherbraids.

Wewentdownstairs,unfortunatelyfor

ussomeonehadalreadydonethe

breaksfat,thekitchencounterwasfull

ofdifferentkindoffood.MrsDlamini

enteredthekitchen

MrsD:"Morningbabies"

Us:"morningmah"justafterthata

manwalkedin,nowseeyoucantell

bythewayhewalksthatthisman

doesn'ttolerateshit,youcanalsotell

thathehasmoney.Helookedalot



likeSivuyile,Iassumedthat'shisdad.

MrD:"Morningladies"

Us:"morningsir"Zintlebowedbefore

him,Idon'tknowwhy,maybethat's

howyoushowrespecttoaXhosa

man.

MrD:"Therewasnoneedforthat

Zeezee"hesaidwithasmile.Even

whenhesmileshestilllooksabit

scary.



MrsD:"Iwaswonderingifwecould

allgoforshoppingtoday"shewas

dishingupforherhusband.

MrD:"byallyouarereferringtothe

girlsright?"MrsDlaughed

MrsD:"ofcourse.IwouldwantMy

Kingtobeseencarryingshopping

bagsnowwouldI"hechuckled.

MrD:"youaresuchaconsideratewife

nowaren'tya?"Hesaidhejokingly

manner.Theylookedveryyoung,they

actuallylookedyoungerthanmy



parents,kodwawhoknowsmaybethe

moneyismakingthemlook

younger,Lol.

MrsD:"sowhatdoyousaygirls?"

Zintle:"I'min"Iknewmybrothers

weren'tgonnaallowmetogo,so

Me:"unfortunatelyIcannotjoinyou

Mah.Mybrothersarefetchingmein

afewhours"

MrsD:"awwcomeonwewon'tbe



long"

Me:"okay,butIhavetobebackhere

beforemybrotherscome"Justthen

Sivuandhiswifecamedownthe

stairs,theyreallylookedgood

together.Thandiwewasalready

dolledup,wearingaveryshortdress

andthehighestheelthatIhaveever

seen.

MrsD:"Heeeehmhlola.HayamaZizi

asifulathele.Yintonileoyinxibileyo

wena?"

.



.

.

.

°•Sivuyile°•

Iknewmymomwasgonnahavea

problemwiththewaymywifeis

wearing.Ialsodidhavea

problem,butkeThandiweisveryhard

headedsoIletherbe.

Me:"momplease"

Mom:"pleaseyanwena?Pleaseyan?



Can'tyouseethatshe'sdressedlime

ahooker?"

Me:"dad,speaktoyourwife."Ididn't

havestrengthtoarguewith

mom,especiallyafterthenightIhad

withmylovelywife*wink,wink*.

Dad:"Yourmomisrightson.Shecan't

bedressedlikethisinpublic,she'sa

marriedwomansheneedstocarry

herselfassuch"

Thandi:"Igetthatyouareavery

traditionalmanMrDlamini,butyou



can'tbeexpectingmeThandiweto

bewearingthoselongskirts,Idon't

wanttolooklikeagranny.Ngeke

boh"IthinksometimesThandiwe

forgetsthatmydadisKing,anda

Kingneedstoberespected.

Dad:"babe,Ithinkumakotineedsto

joinyoutoday"

Thandi:"forwhat?"

Dad:"shopping.Youneedproper

clothes.Sivuyilefollowmetomy

studyweneedtotalk.Andwena



Thandiwe,letitbethelasttimeyou

everspeaktomelikethat,uyandiva?"

Thandiwequicklynodded"Good"he

walkedaway

Mom:"maybeyoucanjoinusin

anothertimeThandiwe.TodayIam

treatingZintleandBoitumelo"Ididn't

evenrealisethatSmallwashereand

sowasherfriend.Nomarnguys

mhlelomntana,mhle,uSexy,UHot.Like

she'sanexplosivebasically,unguAll

inone.

Mom:"SIVUYILE!!"Iquicklysnapped



outofit,Ididn'tevenrealiseIwas

staringatBoitumelo.

Me:"eish,yasho.Whatwereyou

sayingMom?"

Mom:"youfatheriswaitingforyou"

Me:"ohnxa,yeah.Letmedishupfirst"

Mom:"Sivumarn!"Shesaidin

warningtone

Me:"imahleNozala,ndilambile".Just



thenaphonebeeped

Boitumelo:"ohhMa,mybrothersare

hereunfortunatelyIwon'tbejoining

youforshoppingtoday"

Mom:"ohhthat'sapity.Maybenext

time?"Mymomiswaytofriendly

marn.

Boitumelo:"definitely"

Mom:"ithastobesoon

though,becauseIamleavingforEC



verysoon"Ohbytheway

Boitumelo:"iwillmakeaplan"

Mom:"Sivuyilewalkherout"

Thandi:"aiboMa,I'msureshecanfind

herownway.Orherfriendherecan

walkherout"

Mom:"andithethinaweJakalasi"

Boitumelo:"Itsfinemah"



Mom:"haysukanothingisfinehere.

Sivuyilewillwalkyoutoyourbrother's

carandalsothankthemforlettingus

haveyouforthewedding"saywhat

now?Iain'tdoingthatshit

Boitumelo:"That'sunnece-"

Mom:"Boitumelo"shewarned

Boitumelo:"uh,letmegoandfetchmy

handbag"shequicklywalkedupthe

stairsdamnitthatassthough,ifI



couldjusthaveitforonenight,one

nightonlyyeses!

Me:"Dadiswaitingforme"I

attemptedtoleave

Mom:"Sivuyiledon'ttestme"Iwalked

back

Thandi:"idon'tgetwhySivuhasto

walkherout"shefoldedher

arms,momgaveherthedeadliest

lookever,shequicklylookeddown.I

reallydon'tunderstandwhymyfamily

doesn'tlikeThandiwe,ithasgottento



apointwhereIstoppedtryingto

makethemlikehercauseitdidn't

work.

◇

◇

◇

◇

#DlaminiFam

#Tumi

#Zintle
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°•Narrated•°

TheMokoenafamilywasnow

gatheredinthehospital,justoutside

Boitumelo'sroom.

Thabang:"Whatdoyoumeanthatyou

can'tfindanythingwrongwithher?!"

MrsMokoena:"CalmdownThabang

marn"



Thabang:"imustcalmdownmama?

Mysisterisinacomaandthisstupid

foolsayshecan'tfindanything

wrongwithher!!That'sbullshit!!"

MrMokoena:"Thabang!"Hewarned

Thabo:"dothetestsagain"

Doctor:"Imreallysorry.Butwe've

donealotoftestandwestillcan't

findanythingwrongwithher,infact

sheisperfectlyhealthy."



Thapelo:"thenifshe'shealthwhyis

sheinacoma?"

Doctor:"Iseriouslydonothavean

answerforthat"

Thabang:"wenayouneedtogoback

toUniversityandrestudy

everything,causeyouareuseless!!"

MrMokoena:"whendoyouthink

she'sgonnawakeup?"



Doctor:"wecan'ttell,shewillwakeup

whenshefeelsready"

Thabang:"That'sstu-"

MrsMokoena:"thankyoudoctor"the

doctornoddedwithasmileand

walkedawayjustasBontleandLizwi

walkedin.

Bontle:"whatdidthedoctorsay?"

MrsMokoena:"hesaidtheycan'tfind

anythingwrongwithher,they'vedone



m..u..l-"hervoicewasbreaking,her

husbandcomfortedher

Bontle:"whatdotheymeantheycan't

findanythingwrongwithher?!She's

inacomaforheaven'ssake!What,do

theythinkshejustdecidedtoslipinto

acoma?!"Shewaspacingupand

down.

Lizwi:"Thisisreallywierd.Princess

hasbeenonthatbedfor3daysnow"

Thabang:"thesedoctorsareuseless

marn!"



Bontle:"Momlet'sgoandseeher"

MrsMokoena:"Ican't,Ijustcan'tbare

toseemydaughterlookinglike

that,shelooksdead"shewailed.The

4brothers(includingLizwi)stoodup

andwalkedoutthehospital.Mr

Mokoenafollowedbehindthem

MrMokoena:"Boys!"Hecalledout

justastheywereabouttoenter

Thabang'scar.Hewalkedtothem



Thabo:"didyoujustcallusboysdad"

hechuckled

MrMokoena:"ShutUp!Weneedto

talkaboutyoursister'ssituation"

Thapelo:"idon'tknowwhattodo

anymore,Ifeelsohelpless"hequickly

wipedthetearthatwascomingout

ofhiseye.

Lizwi:"Weneedtogetherhelp,maye

takehertosomespecialists

overseasorsomething"



Thabang:"true.Idon'twanttolose

punkie"

MrMokoena:"iwasthinkingof

somethingdifferentandless

complicated"

Lizwi:"andwhat'sthat?"

MrMokoena:"asangoma"

Them:"What?!"



MrMokoena:"yes,Imeantheycan't

findanythingwrongwithher.This

couldbeaspiritualproblem,weneed

toseekanswersfromourancestors"

Thapelo:"youknowmomwon'tagree

tothat."

MrMokoena:"Ido,butrightnowwe

donothaveachoice.Wehavetodo

this,Iwillhandleyourmom."

Lizwi:"Butwecan'tbringasangoma

tothehospital,it'sagainstthe

Hospitalrules"



Thabang:"aibowhy?"

Lizwi:"idon'tknow.Idon'tworkatthe

hospital"

Thabang:"ohreally?Ididn'tknow

that"hesaidwithavoicefilledwith

sacarsm

Thabo:"itdoesn'tmatter,Punkiewill

bedischargedwithinaweek."

MrMokoena:"Ilikethatson,Ilikethat



youhavefaiththatyoursisteris

goingtowakeupsoon"

Thabo:"That'snotitdad.WhatImean

isthey'rearegonnadischargeher

whethershe'sawakeornot."

Them:"WHAT?!"

Thabang:"theycan'tdothat"

Thabo:"theycan.Accordingtothem

sheisperfectlyhealthysotheyhave

noreasontokeepherhere"



MrMokoena:"She'sinacoma!That

shouldbeagoodenoughreason!!"

Thabo:"She'snotindangerdad.She

canbreatheonherown!"

Lizwi:"thenwhydidtheyputherona

coma?"

Thabo:"She'sunconscious!That's

why"

Thapelo:"thisdoesn'tmakeany



sense"

MrMokoena:"thisisaprivatehospital,

Ipayalotofmoneyformydaughter

tobeinheresotheycan'tdischarge

heruntilshe'swell."

Thabo:"Shedoesn'tneedany

medicationdad!Ialsothinkit'sbetter

shehealsathome.Plusitwillmake

thesangomatohaveaccesstoher

withoutanyrestrictions"

MrMokoena:"Ineedtotalktoyour

momaboutthis".Hewalkedback



insidethehospital.

°•Sivuyile•°

Mom:"I'vebeentryingtoreachthe

Mokoenasbuttheirphonesring

unanswered.Areyousureyouhave

metherightnumberswena?"

Me:"ofcourseNozala.Maybethey're

busy.I'mmeetingwiththebrothers

todaysurelyIwillfundoutwhat's

wrong"



Mom:"Ngekesazi,kaloku

lanondatshazawakhodoesn'twant

youtomarryuBoitumelo"

Me:"Nibuyelaniniebhayimama?"

Mom:"sesikudikilena?"

Me:"haybendibuzanjeqha"

Mom:"mmmh.Sizobuyelaafterwe

havespokentotheMokoenafamily"

Me:"iyoh.Khaquthindizihambelemna.



Nzokubonalate"Itookmycarkissing

thenleftafterkissinghercheek.Igot

intomycaranddroveofftomeetthe

MokoenaBrother.Iarrivedwherewe

weremeeting,itwasasmall

chisanyama/carwash,Iwenttothe

tablethattheyweresittingonthey

werewithLizwi,whichIhaveonlymet

once.

Me:"exemajita.Hoezet"

Them:"MojaPrince"that'swhatthey

callme



Me:"andthenthelongfaces?

Sekubhodebanngoku?"Theyjust

lookedatme.

Thabo:"umntwanawasedladleni

useHosi,sekupheleamalangaayi3

nou"

Me:"omphiyena?"

Thabang:"uPunkientanga"Shit!

Me:"eyysan,hademarn.What

happened?"



Lizwi:"shejustcollapsednowshe'sin

acoma,thedoctorsdon'tknowwhat

wrongwithher"

Me:"yoh!That'sbad.Bestrongguys"

Thapelo:"Ijustfeelsohelplessman.I

wishIwastheonelyingonthat

bed,she'sveryyoung,shehasabright

futureaheadofher"

Me:"sowhat'sthenextstepnow?"



Thabo:"Dadisthinkingofconsulting

asangoma"hesippedonhisbeer.

Wesatinsilenceuntilabunchof

girlscametoourtable,theywere

wearingnexttonothing,theylooked

sexynolie.

Girl1:"Boloverboy,niHotkasonihleli

nodwa"shetouchedThabo's

shoulder

Girl2:"ohmyGod!It'shimguys,it'sthe

Xhosaprince"theyallscreamed

Thabang:"Hayvoetseklarasamarn!"



Theystoppedimmediately

Girl1:"haynoneedtoberudebhuti"

Thabang:"uthini?"Hiseyeslooked

cold"entlekvayani!Voetsek!!"The

quicklyranaway

Thapelo:"migwanti

yaLoction(townshiphoes)".They

werereallydown,theywerenottheir

usualselvesmakingjokesandstuff.

Theywerequietandjustdowning

theirbeer.Themomentwas

disturbedbyThabo'sringingphone



Thabo:"Taima......Reko

chisanyama......ehhwhatdoyou

meanshehasbeen

discharged?......Finewewillbethere

in10minutes"wenowallfocusing

onhim

Lizwi:"whatdidhesay?Whyis

Princessdischarged?"

Thabo:"apparentlydadfounda

sangomaandhewantsustocome

homeASAP"



Me:"Oh,wecanhangsomeothertime

thengents"

Thabo:"hesaidwemustcomewith

you"huh?

Me:"Me?Areyousure?"

Thabo:"ifyouarethePrinceofthe

XhosaKingdom,thenyesIamsure"

Me:"Yoh!Okaycoollet'sgo".Iwonder

what'sgoingon,maybethesangoma

knowsaboutthecrownedPrincess



thing.IguessIwillhavetowaitand

see.Westoodupandwenttoour

separatecarsthenwedroveoffto

Mamelodi.

.

.

.

.

.

WewerenowintheMokoena

Household,thishousehadavery

warmfeelingtoit,unlikemine.We

wereallsittingonthecouchexcept



forBoitumelowhowaslyingontop

ofareedmatnexttothesangoma.

Thesangomawasbusymakingwierd

noises,Icouldseethateveryonewas

freaked,butIwasn'tI'musedto

seeingMaNdekaalsoactingthe

sameway.Iwasbusychattingonmy

phone.

Sangoma:"Boy....heeeeyii"Someone

nudgedme,Iquicklyputmyphonein

thepocketandfocusedmyattention

tothesangomawhomInowrealised

waspointingatmewith"itshoba"

lakhe.



Me:"Me?WhatdidIdo?"

Sangoma:"yeeey!Theancestorshave

spoken,youaretheonlythatcanhelp

thegirl.Vumaniboh!"

Us:"Syavuma"

MrsM:"HowMakhosi?Howcanhe

helpher?"

Sangoma:"Heknowhow,gggrrrr!"I

hadallmyeyesout.Boitumelo's



momcametokneelinfrontofme

MrsM:"pleasemyson,helpmy

daughter,pleaseIwilldoanythingyou

wantpleasehelpher"ifonlyshe

knewthehelpIhadtooffershe

wouldn'tbebeggingmelikethis

Me:"Imsurethereisanotherwayto

helpherMakhosi"

Sangamo:"thereisnootherway.Your

ancestorshavecapturedher,onlyyou

cansaveherandyouhavetodoit

soonbeforetheycaptureherfor



good"

Bontle:"forgood?!Whatdoyoumean

forgood?"

Sangoma:"Shewilldie!"NextthingI

knowBontleandhermomare

wailing,thefatherissittingonthe

couchlookingdefeated,thebrothers

lookbroken,theywanttocrybutyou

knowwhatpeoplesayaboutman

whocry.

Thabo:"pleasebroh,helpher.She's

only18.HelpherpleaseSivuyile,I'm



beggingyou"

Thabang:"wearebeggingyou".I

seriouslydidn'tknowwhattodoor

say,thiswasamess.Ithoughtmaybe

Boitumelowillonlybeacrowned

Princesswhensheturnsacertain

age,not18though.

Sangoma:"Thetimehasarrivedmy

Prince.Youonlyhaveto2weeksto

makethisright"What?!He'sjoking

right"I'mnotjoking.Callyourparents

here,tellthemtocomewithMaNdeka.

Nowson!"Thiscan'tbehappening



now,it'stoosoon.Iquicklydialed

mom'sphoneandtookmestraightto

voicemail,evendad'sphone.Iquickly

triedThandiandsheansweredafter

the3rdring

Me:"babyareyouhome?"

Thandi:"nohellobaby?Howareyou

wifey?Nixvelenje?"

Me:"nowisnotthetimeThandiwe.

Areyouornot?"



Thandi:"mxmwhereelsewouldIbe?

Youknowyourmomtreatsmelikea

prisoner"

Me:"couldyoupleaseoutmomon

thephone,ortellhertoswitchher

phoneon"

Thandi:"wh-."

Me:"justdoitmarnThandiwe!"

Thandi:"fine,noneedtoyell.Callme

after2minutes"Ihungup.



Thabang:"what'sgoingonhere?Why

ishetheonethatcansavemy

sister?"

Sangoma:"youwillgetalltheanswers

whentheQueenandKinggethere"

thisgoingtobeadisaster,Iknowvery

wellthattheMokoenaswon'ttake

thismatterlightly,especiallythemen

ofthefamily.IdecidedtocallThandi

again,andthistimemomanswered.

Me:"Mom,Ineedyoutocometothe

MokoenaresidenceASAP."



Mom:"haiboASAPwantoninah?I'm

stillbusydoingmynailswena

Sivuyile"

Me:"Nozalamarn,thisisaserious

matter."

Mom:"Kwezekalani?"

Me:"it'stimemama."

Mom:"njani?Whathappened?"



Me:"Justgethereplease.Comewith

dadandMaNdeka"

Mom:"howdidyouknowthat

MaNdekaisintown?"

Me:"Ijustdid.Nowpleasegethere

quickly.Iwillsendyouthe

coordinates".Ihungup"Can

someonepleasesendthethe

coordinates"Iheldoutmy

phone,Lizwitookitandstartedtyping.

I'mreallynotreadyforwhatisabout

togodownhere.

■



□

■

□

#Sivuyile

#TheBrothers

#BakoenaFamily

#It'sTimePeople
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1WeeekLater
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.

WewerenowsittinginSpurwaiting

forourorders.Afterthewhole

shootinglessonsthing,theysaidthey

werehungrysowedecidedtogoto

spurbecausetheysaidtheywant

meat,yepwe'vebeendoingthese

lessonsforaweeknow.

Me:"whenareyouguysgetting



girlfriends?KebatlaboSkwizanna

nou(iawantsisterinlaws)"They

laughed,theyliterallylaughedlikeI

justdroppedajoke.

Thabo:"girlf-..what?"Theylaughed

again,theycanbesoannoying

sometimes

Thapelo:"liloneyoureallyneedto

snapoutofthatdream"

Me:"there'snothingwrongwith

havingastablegirlfriend,andbeing

commitedtooneperson"they



laughedevenharder

"Theliloneistellingthetruth"weall

turnedandlookedatthepersonand

itwasMrAnnoyinghimself-Sivuyile

Dlamini.Hetookaseatnextto

Thabang.

Thabo:"niggashutthehellup,you've

onlybeenmarriedfor2daysandyou

alreadytellingusabout

commitment,niggasityourads

down"theylaughed.

Sivuyile:"uyaphaphaThabo.Iwasjust



agreeingwithTumi.Lookatme,I'm

marriedbecauseIcommittedmyself

toonegirl"

Thabang:"Don'tforgettosayyouare

miserableinyourMarraige"they

laughedagain

Thapelo:"anddon'ttellusabouthow

commutedyouweretoyourgirl,while

inactualfactyouwerealloverthe

tabloidswithdifferentgirls"they

laughed

Thabo:"WhyThandiwethough?"



Sivuyile:"notthisquestionagain.I

toldyounjeguys"

Thabang:"Ohhyeah,theP-"Thapelo

quicklyputhishandoverhismouth.

Thabo:"unfilteredmouth"welaughed.

Thapelo:"whyyousoquietpunkie?"

ohonlynowtheynoticethatIamin

theroom

Me:"BecauseIdon'thaveanythingto



contributetoyourconversation"I

mentallyrolledmyeyes

Thabang:"wellwecanreallytalk

aboutdollsnowcanwe?"

Me:"dolls?I'm18hlebatho"

Thapelo:"youwillonlybe18infew

weeks,fornowyoustill17".Finally

thewaitercamewithourfood

Sivuyilealsogothisplate,Iguesshe

orderedwhenhegothereandtold

themtobringittoourtable.Andthen

itbegan:



Waitress:"OhmyGosh,canIplease

takeapicturewithyoumyPrince"

Thabang:"whateverhappenedto

eatingIpeaceModimo!"

Sivuyile:"Apicture?HaysisiI'mway

tohungrytobesmilingforthe

camera"Mybrotherslaughed,Idon't

knowwhybecausethatwaspure

rudeshame.IneedtoGooglethis

annoyingassandwhyhe'sso

famous.Thewaitresswalkedaway

withshamewrittenalloverherface.



Me:"thatwasrude"Ilookedathim,he

lookedatmewithabitofrageinhis

eyeswhichIdidn'tevenknowwhere

itcamefrom.

Thabo:"whatwasrudewasher

comingtouswithherfakeboobsout

andaskingforapicturewhileweare

eating,Imeanwhateverhappenedto

rightofprivacy"

Me:"youareinapublicspaceincase

youdidn'tnotice"



Thapelo:"andwestilldeserveour

privacy"I'mnotgonnaarguewith

them.

Thabang:"sowehittingtheclubafter

thisright?"

Thapelo:"doyouevenhavetoask?

It'sFridaybro"

Sivuyile:"Iwillhavetobailony'all

guys"

Thabo:"noyoucan'tdouslikethat



bro.Youknowchickscomeflyingto

uswhenwearewithyou"

Sivuyile:"don'tlie,beforeImety'allyou

guyswerealwayssurroundedby

girls"

Thapelo:"true"

Sivuyile:"besidesIdon'twantbe

aroundyourrudearssestonight"they

laughed

Thabo:"mjitayouarethemostrude



Oneoutofallofus."Theylaughed

again

Me:"idon'tevenknowwhygirlslike

y'all,youguysneversmile.Youare

alwaysintense"theyonlysmilewhen

they'rearoundfamily.Idon'tknow

aboutSivuyilebandla.

Thabang:"haveyoulookedatus

clearly?"Theylookedatme,Ijust

laughed.Sivuyilekeptongivingme

thisintensestare,Idon'tknow

whetheritwasrageorhatredthatI

sawinhiseyes,aibongavelelwaI



don'tevenknowwhyhewaslooking

atmelikethat.

Me:"mxm,justtakemehomethenyou

cangopartyupastorm"

Thapelo:"finishupyourfoodpunkie"

Me:"I'mfull"

Thapelo:"Boitumelo!"Hesaidin

warningtone,mytwobrotherswere

alsogivingmewarninglooks.It

suckstobeme.Icarriedoneating.



Sivuyile:"ApparentlyThandiweisnot

thechosenone"Iwasn'tevenpaying

attentiontowhathewassaying,Iwas

toopreocuppiedwithfightingthe

stakethatwasinfrontofme.

Thabo:"kanjaningokumfo?"Yepmy

brotherscanspeakXhosaandsocan

I,onlybecausemomisXhosaand

DadisSotho.

Sivuyile:"howcanIexplainthis.Asa

crownedPrinceIneedtomarry

someonethatisapprovedbythe



ancestors,thatpersonwilleventually

becomeacrownedPrincesswhich

meanwhenDadpasseson,Iwillbe

KingandShewillbeQueenofthe

XhosaKingdom.SinceThandiweis

notthechosenthatmeansshewon't

becrownedPrincessandshewon't

beQueeninthefuture"Itwassilence

atfirst,thennextthingIknowmy

brother'sarelaughing.Youshould

haveseenhowmyearspoppedafter

hesaidthat

Thabang:"didyouhavetotellusthis

inapublicspace,lookathowI'm

laughing"



Sivuyile:"idon'twhyy'alllaughing,it's

notfunnyguys"

Thabo:"hadejoe.So

kuzotshunakalanimanje?"

Sivuyile:"itiamalithifanelendithatha

ivrouyesbinikawucingejoe."

Thabanga:"sowenauzohleliutroua

untillutholelochosenonewakho?"I

don'tknowwhytheywerespeakingin

tsotsitaalcauseIwasabitlostnow



Sivuyile:"luckily,bamtholilelochosen

one"Ifeltlikesomeonewaslooking

atme,Iraisedmyeyessurprise

surpriseSivuyilewasgivingmethe

evileyeagain.What'sthisguy's

problem?Ithinkit'ssafetosaythe

Princedoesn'treallylikeme.ButI'm

stillgonnaGooglehim,Lol.

Thapelo:"mjitawhyareyoumopping

aboutthis?Youshouldbeexcited"

Sivuyile:"uqhunyiwe!WhywouldIbe

excitedaboutthis?"



Thapelo:"uzobanevroueziy2,doyou

knowwhatthatmeans?"Allfthe

guyswereconcentratingonhim,they

werereallyinterestedinhearingwhat

he'sgonnasay,andknowingmy

brotherit'sgonnabethemost

stupidestthingever.

Sivuyile:"doubledrama"

Thapelo:"Noitmeansyougonna

havesexuntillyourdickcan'ttakeit

anymore,youmightevenhavea

threesomewithyourwives.Damn



youareblessed"DidntItellyou?

Sivuyilegavehimtheareyoustupid

look,whilemyotherdumbbrothers

gavehimafistpump.

Thabang:"youforgottotellpunkieto

coverherearsthough"

Me:"ididn'thearanything.Iwasjust

eating,andnowI'mdone"Igavethem

themostbiggestinnocentsmile.

Thapelowhowasduringnexttome

gavemeakissonthecheek.He

calledthewaitressandtoldherto

comewithBill,shedid.Thapelo



settledandalsogaveherbigfattip.

Mystomachwasfullyoh,itwasabit

painful

Sivuyile:"Doyoustillwantthe

picture?"Hewastalkingtothe

waitress

Waitress:"Nothankyou,ukuthinina

maCelebnitshelakakhulu.Nicabanga

ukuthininconokunawowonke

umuntu"iyoh.

Thapelo:"onsecondthoughtssesi

wee,I'monlygivingyouR2forthe



tip,nowcanIhavemyR198back

please"thewaitresslooked

shocked,hermouthwaswideopen

"FuthiIthinkIwilltakeallofit,you

don'tdeserveitmos"

Me:"hahabuti"

Allofthe:"ssshhhh"aibo,suchan

ambush.

Thabang:"usala?Hambasisiama

customerakulindile"theyallhad

blankfaces"joining-facesifIcould

callitthat".Thewaitressquickly



walkedaway.

Me:"thatwasunnecessary"

Thabo:"letstakeyouhomelilone

beforeyourdadcalls"

Thabanga:"wadlalawena,hehas

alreadystartedblowingmyphoneup.

MomeventhinkswetookPunkie

partyingwithus"

Sivuyile:"icantakeherhome,Imean

I'malsoheadinghomeandnottothe



club.Plusitmightbeaburdento

y'all"theyalllookedathim.He'scrazy

ifhethinksI'mgonnaridewith

him,especiallyafterthecoldlookshe

gaveme,uyadakwa.

Thapelo:"nah,itcoolmjita.She'sour

lilsister,shewillneverbeaburdento

us"

Sivuyile:"chillguys,Iwasn'tsayingitin

abadway"Idon'tfeelsogood

Thabang:"I'msure.Let'sgo"



Me:"mystomachissore"Icringed.

Theyquicklycametosurroundme.

Thabo:"areyouokay?"

Me:"no,Ifeellikevomiting"Idon't

knowwhatwaswrongwithme.Next

IknowIfeltasharppaininmy

abdomenarea,Iscreamedlightly.My

eyeswerestartingtogetteary.

Thapelo:"nono,punkieyouarenot

fine"



Sivuyile:"maybeyoushouldtakeher

tothehospital"Ishookmyhead

becausethepainwasunbearableI

couldn'tspeak.

Thabang:"she'snotokayguys.Let's

takeherhome,momwillknowwhat

todo.Letmecarryhertothecar"He

scoopedmeupandcarriedmetothe

car,Thaboopenedthebackseatthen

Thabangplacemeinsidebefore

entering.Theothertwosaidtheir

goodbyestoSivuyilethentheygotin

thecar,wedrovestraighthome.



Thabangkeptonkissingmyforehead.

Assoonasthecarparkedinthe

garage,Thabangranwithmeinside

thehouse,Iwasgettingworse,Iwas

shakingandIvomitedinthecarplus

Iwascold.Mybrothercalledoutfor

mymom,theywereactuallyshouting.

Mamacameoutthekitchen

Mom:"yintoninandikhwazanga-"she

stoppedmidsentencewhenshesaw

melayingonthesofa"what'swrong

withmybaby?"

Thabang:"wedon'tknow,shestarted



gettingsickaftershefinishedher

food"

Mom:"Thabogetmeadrytowel,I

needtowipethissweatofher"I

releasedanotherpackifvomit."Le

MophleThabo!!"

Thapelo:"Momshouldn'twetakeher

tothehospital?"

Mom:"wewill,Ijustneedtowipethis

sweatofher."



Thabang:"mamahowcanyoubeso

calmatamomentlikethis?!"

Mom:"I'manurseThabang,I'mused

tothis.Besidesoneofusneedstobe

calmsinceyouareallpanicking.

Thabookaekatowelna?Thabo!!"

Thabo:"imhere"hehandedmomthe

towel,shestartedwipingmyface.

NextthingIknowmyeyesstarted

gettingblurry,Ihadthisurgetoclose

them.

Thapelo:"she'sclosinghereyes



mama!!"

Thabang:"Dosomething,she'sdying!!"

theirvoiceswerefading.

Mom:"Shutupmarn!!"Hervoice

breaking"Callyourdad".That'sallI

heardbeforeIblackedout.

.

.

°•Sivuyile•°

Iwasnowdrivingtohome,listeningto

Igqom,that'smyfavouritemusic



genreplusIcandance,butIonly

dancewhenI'mwithmyfriendsor

whenI'malone.Iwasreallyenjoying

mytimewiththe3Ts,sadlytheir

spoiltbratofasisterwassickso

theyhadtoleave.Thatgirlistheone

that'sgonnacauseproblemsinmy

marriage,yesdadfinallytoldmethat

Boitumeloisthechosenone.Iknow

someofyouaresayingIshouldbe

happyaboutthisarrangement,butI'm

not.IknowIwaslustingoverthegirl

fewweeksago,butthatwasjustit-

lust.Imeanthegirlisaspoilt

brat,shehasadrypersonality,she's

plainworstofallshe'sfat.She's



definitelynotmytype.Myphonerang

justasIwasbouttotakeaturninto

mystreet.

Me:"sho"

Thandi:"Sho?Isthathowyouanswer

yourphone?"

Me:"ekse,ufunantoni?"Iwasstill

pissedatherforthatInstagramstunt.

Thandi:"aiboukhulumanoban

kanjalo?"



Me:"Thandiwenzoyivalalephone"

Thandi:"ukuphi?"

Me:"I'monmywayhome,actuallyI

thinkIshouldjusttaketheUturnand

hittheclub"

Thandi:"Aibobaby,youcan'tdothat.I

haveabigsurprisewaitingforyouat

home"

Me:"IfyoukeeponbickeringImight



justdothat"IdroppedthecallasI

wasparkinginthegarage.Iwent

insidewithmyhandsinthepocket.I

wenttothekitchentodrinksome

water,thenIwentstraighttomyroom.

TheminuteIenteredmyrooma

beautifulsightcaughtmyeye,my

beautifulwaslyingnakedonthe

couchwithherlegswideopen,she

gavemeadirtysmile.Iwasshit

turnedon,IsweartheangerIhadfor

herjustwentoutthewindow.

Thandi:"likewhatyouseeMyPrince?"

Icouldn'tspeakmymouthwaswide

open.Iquicklywalkedtoherand



devouredhermouth,shewastedno

timeandrespondedtothekiss.It

wasroughandfast.Shepushedme

tothebed,thenshewentdownon

me,Iwasoncloudnine.Ireleasedmy

semenonherandsheswallowed.

ThenshestartedrubbinguZiziup

anddownuntilitwasfirmagain,she

positionedherontopofme,theshe

sliduZiziinher.

.

Iwokeupinthemorningfeeling

rejuvenated,Itookashowerand

brushedmyteeth,thenIworemygym

gear.Iwentdownstairstomake

myselfashakekantikeuMambhele



wam(Mymom'sclanname)

bekeseyenzile.

Me:"Nozala"Ikissedhercheek

Mom:"nondoda"

Me:"I'm24mom,stopcallingme

that"shelaughed

Mom:"whenyoucomebackweneed

todiscussaveryseriousmatter.

Yourwifeneedstobetheretoo"



Me:"ifit'saboutthewholeBoitumelo

saga,Thandiwon'tbepresentinthat

meeting"

Mom:"whynot?"

Me:"eishnozala"

Mom:"nyweshnyonyalayantoniapha?

Don'ttellmeyouhaven'ttoldheras

yet?"

Me:"ihaven'tfoundtherighttimeto

tellher"



Mom:"HaySivuyileLeonDlamini"

Me:"heenozala,waskewandibiza

ngeleCVneID"shegavemea

seriouslook"uxolo"

Mom:"kengokuuzimiselenini

ukumxelela?"

Me:"soonmama,wearestillenjoying

ourfirstweekasacouple"

Mom:"idon'tunderstandwhyyou



didn'ttellheraboutthis,she'syour

wife,thisisalsogoingtoaffecther.

MxelelebeforeIdomna"

Me:"andIsaidIwilldothatsoon"I

snapped

Mom:"ungakulingeuthethanam

ngolohlobo,nzakuqhwaba

uphambanemna,tshin."

Me:"uxolo"

Mom:"nja?Uxolonja?"Mymomisa



dramaqueen

Me:"hehake,uxolomama"

Mom:"Sivuyile,eitheryougotoyour

roomandtellyourwifeaboutthisorI

willdosomyself,becauselemeeting

yanamhlanjeyonaizokwenzekaand

noThandekauzobakhona"

Me:"ThandiwemamanotThandeka"

Mom:"iyafanalonto,andithizombini

zinoThandi"Igiveup.



Me:"idon'twhyyouarerushing

this,I'veonlyknownaboutBoitumelo

foraweek"

Mom:"wedon'thavetimeto

draggingourfeet.Yourdadwas

talkingtoMandekalast

night,apparentlyweweresupposed

totellyouandBoitumeloatthesame

timethatyouarethechosenone"

Me:"younotmakingsense"



Mom:"sdomnzokuxelelangesixhosa

ke.Kuthiwangel'xeshasikuxelelauba

UBoitumeloisthechosenone,naye

kwakufanelesimxeleleonthesame

day.Nowbecausewedidn'tdo

that,thepoorchildissick"

Me:"woahwoah!Howdidyouknow

thatshe'ssick?"Shegavemetheare

youstupidlook

Mom:"heehmarn,awuthanga

xabndisithiutatakhowasonthe

phonewithuMaNdeka?"Ohhh



Me:"ohokay.Wait!Soyoutryingto

tellmethatBoitumeloissick

becauseofus?"

Mom:"hayuslowmntanam"

Me:"yoh!"

Mom:"that'swhyweneedtorush

withthis"Dadwalkedin

Me:"whatifshedoesn'tagreetothis"

Dad:"thenshewillhaveoccasionally



illnessesuntilshedies"Igasped

Me:"youjokingdadright?"

Dad:"unfortunatelynotson.Andwhen

shediestheThronewillnotbe

yours,itwillbepassedontomy

brotherorhisson,dependsifthat

fuckerwillstillbealiveornot"

Mom:"Sboniso!"That'sdad'sname

Dad:"what?"Heshrugged



Me:"thisistoomuch,Ineedtogofor

adrive"

Mom:"ucimbakusebalungwiniapha?

Aphaxakunengxakiuveleugo-wefor

adrive?Haysubhudaapha"Dad

laughed,umamawavelewamthijep

ngalalookwathulasametime

Dad:"uxoloMambhele"

Mom:"Sivubabyyouneedtotellyour

wifethetruth,thenmnanotatakhoare

gonnacalltheMokoenafamilyfora

meeting"



Me:"youdon'tevenhavetheir

numbers"

Dad:"ngubanokqhathile?"Mxm,Ijust

lefttheminthekitchenandwentto

myroom,Iwasn'tevengonnagoto

thegymanymore.Iwasnervous

aboutwhatIwasgoingtodohere,I

wonderhowisshegonnatakethe

news,isshegonnathrowhershoesat

melikesheusuallydoeswhenshe's

angry?Isshegonnabeatmeup?I

wasscared.Islowlyenteredthe

room,thebedwasnotmadeandshe



wasnotinit.Ijustsatdownonthe

bedandthoughtaboutthis,ifonlyI

hadachoiceinthis,Imeanit'stoo

soontotakesecondwiveImean

we'veonlybeenmarriedforaweek.I

wasreallyfrustratedatthispointI

hatedmyculture,ndicaphukela

neligamalakwaDlamini.

"ihopeyouarethinkingabout

yesterday'ssession"shewrappedher

armsaroundmyshoulder,Ijusthelp

ontothembeforekissingthem.

Me:"weneedtotalk,infactIneedto

tellyousomething"Shequickly



unwrappedherarmsandjumped

fromthebedtostandinfrontofme.

Thandi:"talkaboutwhat?Whatdid

youdo?Didyoucheatonme?Iswear

ifyoudidingonnacutyourdickoff

andfeedittoyourparents"Haibo.

Me:"No!No!Ididn'tcheat.Justsit

downbabe"Shelookedatme

"please"shegaveinandsatonthe

couchthatwasinfrontofme.Ikept

quietforafewseconds,Iwasstill

thinkofawaytoputittoherwithout

hurtinghuh,butIknowthat



unavoidable,shiit!!

Thandi:"Talk,Ineedtobeatthemall

inanhour"

Me:"uhmbabe,andithiyouknowthat

I'mfromaroyalfamilyandIamthe

crownedPrinceoftheXhosa

Kingdom?"

Thandi:"ofcoursejknowthat

dummy,I'myourcrownedPrincess."

ThisisgonnabeharderthanI

thought,damn!



Me:"uhhbabeyouseelikeeveryroyal

familywehaveourownspecific

tradition,ifIcouldcallitthat.We,uh

shit.Wehaveaspecificwayof

choosingthecrownedPrincess.In

facttheancestorsaretheoneswho

choseandapproveofthePrincess"

Thandi:"that'ssocoolbabe.I'msure

yourancestorshavealready

approvedme.Nowifthatwasalllet

meloveandliveyoubaby"shestood

upandkissedmycheek.



Me:"Sitdown,I'mnotdonebabe"

Thandi:"butI'mgonnabela-"

Me:"Couldyoushutupandlistenfor

aminute!!I'mtryingtotellyou

somethingthatmightchangeyour

lifeandwenaallyoucareaboutis

goingtothemall?!!"

Thandi:"mmmhyouturnmeonwhen

takecharge,youlooksosexy"thisgirl

isapsycho



Me:"ThandiweDlaminisitdownand

listen!!!"

Thandi:"Butbabeyoualreadytoldme

aboutyourboringculture,I'msure

theyapproveofme,whowou-"

Me:"YOUARENOTTHECHOSEN

ONEDAMNIT!!!"Shequicklyturned

Thandi:"What?!Whatdidyoujust

say?!"

Me:"youknowIdon'tlikerepeating



things"

Thandi:"whatdoyoumeanIamnot

thechosenone?Huh?!Iammarried

toyou,sothatshouldinitiallymake

methecrownedPrincess"

Me:"I'msorrybaby"

Thandi:"Sorry?Howissorrygonna

cancelthefactthatyouaregonna

divorcemeevenbeforewehaveour

1stanniversary?"



Me:"divorce?NoNobaby.That'snot

gonnahappen"

Thandi:"Sowhatthen?"

Me:"Iuhm,uh-"

Thandi:"awuyekeukungingizamarn

ukhulume"

Me:"FutsekThandi!I'myourhusband

showmesomerespect"

Thandi:"Sorry.Sowhat'sgonna



happennow?"

Me:"sinceIammarriedtoyou,Ineed

totakethechosenonetraditionally

asmysecondwife"

Thandi:"ini?!Hayabaphansibakea

Dlaminibayangilingashame.What

aboutme?Whycouldn'tIgetthe

title?"

Me:"I'msorrybaby"

Thandi:"I'mnotsharingyou



Sivuyile,never!Idon'tshare"

Me:"wedon'thaveachoicenjebabe"

Thandi:"I'msureifyoucouldtalkto

yourfatherandtellhimthatyoudon't

wantthishewillunderstand"

Me:"It'stheancestors'choice,mydad

hasnosayonthis"

Thandi:"Idon'tshareLeon.Kona

who'sthischosenonebimbo"here

comesthebomb



Me:"BoitumeloMokoena"Ilooked

away

Thandi:"imaimawoah?Which

BoitumeloMokoena"Ilookedather

"Notmysister'sfriend!Youtryingto

tellmethatIhavetoshareyouwith

thatfatkid?"

Me:"Yes"Ilookeddown

Thandi:"Never!I'mnotsharingyou

withthatfatkid.NgekeLeon,they



havetochosesomeoneelse"

Me:"ionlyhaveonechosenone,I

can'thavemorethatone"

Thandi:"Thisisnotgonnahappen.In

factIshouldn'tevenbestressing

aboutthisbecauseIknowherfamily

willnotagreetothis"shechuckled

Me:"theyhavenochoice,iftheydon't

shewillendupdying."

Thandi:"thisisfuckedup!Andwhy



doeisseemlikeyouareenjoyingthis

wholething?!Uyamfuna?!Huh?!Are

youhappyaboutthisarrangement?!"

Hehakemhlola

Me:"ofcoursenotbabe.Wejust

gonnagetmarriedtopleasethe

ancestors,noromanceoranything"

Thandi:"butshe'sstillgettingthetitle

andthefame!!!"

Me:"tshiniboDlamini!Isthatallthat

youcareabout?Thetitleandthe

fame?"



Thandi:"don'tyoudaremakethis

aboutme.Futhipleaseleave,Iwant

tobealone"

Me:"comeonbaby"

Thandi:"LeaveLeon!"Shewalkedto

thecloset,Iknewwhatwas

coming,shethrewastilettoatme,I

quicklygotupfromthebedwhenit

landedonmythigh.NextthingIknow

Iwasduckingmore"LEAVELEON!

LEAVE!!!"



Me:"BabyifIdon'tgetmarriedtoher

thenImightaswellforgetthe

throne!"Shewasabouttothrow

anothershoe,butshestopped

Thandi:"whatdidyousay?"Shecame

tostandinfrontofwhile

Me:"yesbaby.Anyyouknowthat's

mybirthright"Ipulleddowntothe

sofa

Thandi:"ofcourseit'syourbirth

right,somethingyoudeserve"she

brushedmyshoulders"welliftaking



Boitumeloasyoursecondwife

meansyougettokeepthe

Throne,thensobeit"

Me:"reallybaby?Andyouwon'tleave

me?"

Thandi:"ofcoursenot,Ilovebeing

marriedintheroyalfamilywaytoo

much"Ichuckled

Me:"ithinkyoumeanyoulovemetoo

much"shegiggled



Thandi:"ofcourse.Nowyoumister

havealotofapologizingtoto"she

gotontopofme,thenwekissed.

Therestishistory
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°•Sivuyile•°

Wewerenowallwaitingformy

parentstogethere,noonewas

talking,itwassilent,theonlythingthat

wasvocalwasMrsMokoenaand

Bontle'ssobs.Idon'tknowhowthey

aregoingtoreacttothesenews,Ijust

hopetheydon'tdamagemy

friendshipwiththebrothers.My

thoughtsweredisturbedbyaknock

onthedoor,Thapelowenttoopenthe



doorandhecamebackwithmy

parentsandMaNdeka.

Dad:"Molweniekhaya(greetings)"

everyonechantedthey'regreetings.

Theysatdownnexttome

Sangoma:"nowthatyouareall

here,thetimehasarrivedforthemto

knowthetruth"

Mom:"imawoah,wenahowdidyou

knowaboutthis?"



Sangoma:"ihaveagift.TheMokoena

ancestorscommunicatedwithme"

MrM:"cansomeonepleasetellus

whatisgoingonhere?"

MaNdeka:"Whathappenedtoour

chosenone?"

Thabo:"chosenone?Whoisthat?"

MaNdekamadeherwayto

Boitumelo,shetouchedherhand

beforemakingthewierdsounds



MaNdeka:"Theyhaveher!Theyhave

capturedher!"

Thapelo:"Eehmarn,canyoupeople

stopspeakinginriddlesandtellus

whatthefuckisgoingon?Whohas

mysister?"

Sangoma:"lethertalkson"

MaNdeka:"OZizihavedecidedtotake

thematterintotheirownhands.She

haslimitedtimeweneedtomove

fast"



Dad:"it'stoosoonnje"

MaNdeka:"it'stimeBavuyise!She

waschosenfrombirth!Sheisthe

one!"

Dad:"whatdoweneedtodo?"

MaNdeka:"paylobolaforherassoon

aspossible"

MrM:"Lobola?!Whatfornow?"



MaNdeka:"she'sourqueen!She'sthe

chosenone"

Thabo:"Chosenone?Wait!Youare

tryingtotellmethatmysisteristhe

crownedPrincessoftheXhosa

Kingdom?"

MaNdeka:"yesmyson"

Bakoena:"What?!"

MrM:"Kemasepaano(that's

nonsense)!That'simpossible!"



MaNdeka:"itispossible,she'sour

queenandweneedtosaveher!"

Thapelo:"irefusetobelievethat!

Princedidyouknowaboutthis?"I

slowlynodded"sothat'swhyyou've

beenhangingoutwithus,sothatyou

canplotthiswholechosenoneshit!

Youwerelustingovermysisterand

nowyouarecomingupwiththis

stupidchosenonestory?!!Howdare

you?!"

Thabo:"mamacheckwithyourbones



again,I'msuretheremustbea

mistake!Thereisnowaythatmy

sisterisyourcrownedPrincess.

Chekadisettingstsadibones

tuu(checkthesettingsofyourbones

please)"ifitwasunderdifferent

circumstancesIwouldbelaughingat

whathesaid.

MaNdeka:"Thereisnoneedforthat!

Thisrighthereisourfuturequeen"

Thabang:"No!Mysisterisnotgoing

tomarryyourPrince!Never!Thatwill

neverhappennotwhileIamstill



alive!"

MrM:"Howdareyoucomeherein

myhouseandmakesuchridiculous

claims?She'sonly18!"

MaNdeka:"itsnotclaims,it'sthe

truth."

MrM:"youknowwhatgetoutofmy

house!It'sclearyouallcan'thelpus!"

MaNdeka:"youhavetoacceptthisor

elseyourdaughterwilldie"



MrM:"areyouthreateningme?"

MaNdeka:"Iwouldneverdothatto

thefatherofourchosenone"

MrM:"Don'tcallherthat!Shewill

neverbeyourqueen!"

Dad:"pleasecalmdownsir"

MrM:"orengwena?!(whatdidyoujust

say?)"



Dad:"Weareallheretofinda

solution.Weneedtoworktogetherin

ordertosaveourch-tosave

Boitumelo"

MrM:"oneofthosesolutionsis

definitelynotmarryingyourson!"

Sangoma:"Imafraidthat'syouronly

solution"

MrM:"yewena!I'mtheonewhocalled

youherenotthem,sostopsidingwith

them"



Sangoma:"Imsidingwiththe

ancestorsnotthem."

MrM:"Imgonnagotomyroom,when

IcomebackhereIwanttofindyou

peoplegone!Orelse,hotlankgaho

sabola"Hemadehiswayupstairs.

Thabang:"youarestillhere?Vayang

marn!"

Mom:"letsgo,it'sclearthesepeople

donotwanttosavetheirdaughter"



Thapelo:"Oreng?(What?)Iwillshoot

thatporshEnglishoutofyou!"

Me:"Thapelo!Iunderstandyouare

angrybutthatdoesn'tgiveyouthe

righttospeaktomymomlikethat!

Showhersomerespect,she'sa

queen"

Thapelo:"Queenlekwamsunu,hayla!"

Hewasreallyangry

MrsM:"Thapelomarn!"She's



speakingforthefirsttimeeversince

myparentsgothere.

Thapelo:"kengmama?Bayatela

ba!(Whatmom?Thesepeopleare

disrespectful)"

MrsM:"Thapelo!Couldupleasegive

meandmyfamilytimetoprocessall

ofthis,wewillcallyouwhenwehave

reachedsomecommonground"

Thabang:"commongroundyang

mama?Punkieisnotgoingtomarry

Sivuyile!Nevermama!"Dadnodded



MrsM:"Iwasn'ttalkingtoyou!"

Thabang:"maram-"

MrsM:"Shutit!"Thabangclosedhis

mouth"Nowmakeyourselfuseful

andtakeyoursistertoherroom!"

Thabangstoodupwhileshakinghis

head,hepickedBoitumeloupandleft

withher.

Dad:"onceyouhavecometoa

decision,youcancallus"hegaveher



hiscard."Weallwanttohelp,andat

thispointit'sbeyondourcontrol."

MrsM:"iunderstand"

Mom:"Imsorryforallofthis"

MrsM:"itsnotyourfault"she

soundedbroken

Thabo:"ofcourseitis!Theyputsome

sortofspellonmysister"

Me:"nowyouarebeingdillusional"he



chargedtowardsmebutmydad

stoodinfrontofmeandstopedhim

Dad:"youngman,youneedtocalm

down"Thaboshruggedhisselffrom

dadandwentupstairsaftergiving

metheevileye.

Mom:"uhm,wewillbeonourway

now"shestoodup

MaNdeka:"rememberwedon'thave

muchtime,orelsetheworstwill

happen."Weallstoodupandleft.I

gotintomycaranddroveoff.Idrove



straighthome,Iarrivedexactlywhen

theyarrived.Wewalkedin,Thandiwe

wassittingintheloungedoingher

nails.

Mom:"heeehhayngumhlolakelo.

Girly,didyoucooknjengobasowenza

inzipho?"

Thandiwe:"cook?Ican'tcook."

Mom:"haySivuyileusiphathele

isilwanyanandiyakuxelela(youhave

broughtusananimal).NowIrealise

youreallydoneedasecondwife"



Dad:"ifonlythoseMokoenasweren't

stubborn"hesighedfrustrated

Thandiwe:"iknewtheyweren'tgonna

agree,phelaBoitumeloistheir

princess"momgaveheranevileye

Me:"thulamarn!"

Thandiwe:"what?I'mjusttellingthe

truth.Hellwillfreezebeforethey

allowthismarriagetohappen.Wena

njeushouldjustknowthatyouwill



onlyhaveonewife"

Mom:"mmmhandI'msurethatwould

makeyouhappyneh?Wellsorryto

burstyourlittlebubblemissy,Sivuyile

willgetmarriedtoBoitumelomark

mywords"shestoodupandwent

upstairs.

Me:"sowhatnowDad?"

Dad:"wejusthavetowaitforthemto

thinkthisthrough"



Me:"Thisisadisaster.Maybewe

shouldjustforgetaboutthiswhole

thing"

Dad:"wecan'tson.Ifwedo,thenwe

willhavetokisstheThronegoodbye.

I'msorryson,butIworkedtohardto

letitgojustlikethat.TheMokoena's

willeventuallyagreetothis,theyhave

nochoice"

Me:"ihopeyouareright"

Thandiwe:"khohlwaninjenina(just

forgetit).Theywillneveragree"Dad



justlookedather.

.

.

MeanwhileintheMokoenas.They

wereallfrustrated,theywere

confusedtheydidn'tknowwhattodo.

MrMokoenacalledameeting,the

sangomawasstillthere.

MrMokoena:"NowMakhosi,could

youexplainfurtheraboutthischosen

onething"

Thabang:"Daddon'ttellmeyouare



entertainingthatbullshit!"Hejust

lookedathim"Dad!"

MrMokoena:"whatchoicedowe

haveson?Idon'twantmydaughter

todie"

Thabo:"ican'tbelieveyouwatseba!

Thesepeoplearelying.Sivuyileis

lustingovermysister,nowhewants

tomarryherusingthisstupidstory"

Sangoma:"itsnotastupidstory.

Boitumeloisthechosenone."



MrsMokoena:"how?"

Sangoma:"EveryXhosakinghashis

ChosenQueen.Theygrowup

knowingthatoncetheytakeover

theywillhavetomarrysomeonethat

theancestorschooseforthem.King

Bavuyise'smarriagewasalso

arrangedbytheancestors,that'swhy

hisKingdomisrunningsmoothly.His

sonalsohashisChosenQueen

whichisyourdaughter"

Thabo:"hismarried!"



Sangoma:"iguesshefellinLove

beforemeetinghisChosenOne.If

thismarriagedoesn'thappen,theywill

losetheThroneandyouwillalsolose

yourdaughter"

Lizwi:"Whatdoyoumean?"

Sangoma:"Everyonewasbroughtto

thisworldtocarryouttheir

purpose,inthiscaseBoitumelo's

purposeistobeQueenandtorule

besideSivuyile.Ifshedoesn'tcarry

outthatpurposeshewilld-"



MrsMokoena:"Die"

Sangoma:"unfortunatelyyes."

Thapelo:"nothat'salie.Godisthe

onlyonewhodecideswhodies"

Sangoma:"Iknow.Butinthiscasethe

ancestorsgohandinhandwithGod.

Shewaschosenbytheancestors

andGod.Youcanevengoandseea

prophethewilltellyouthesame

thing"



Lizwi:"thisismessedup!"

Bontle:"sowhatdowedonow?"

Thabang:"wekillSivuyile"

MrsMokoena:"Thabang,ketlaho

klapahonatshe!(Iwillslapyouright

now)"

Sangoma:"ifyoukillhim,yoursister

willalsodie."



MrMokoena:"wehavenochoicebut

toagreetothis"

Thapelo:"Nodad!Keyahana!(I

refuse)"

MrMokoena:"wehavenochoice

son!"

Thabang:"Imsurethere'ssomething

wecando.There'shastobe

somethingwecando"

Sangoma:"unfortunatelythereisn't"



MrsMokoena:"MyGod,whydidyou

letthishappentomydaughter?Why

her?She'ssoyoung!"

Sangoma:"Ifthatwillbe,Iwillbeon

mywaythen"

MrMokoena:"thankyouforshedding

somelightintothis"

Sangoma:"noneedtothankme,I'm

justamessenger."Heleft.



MrMokoena:"Iwantyoufourtogo

theKingandtellhimweaccepttheir

request"

Thapelo:"soyougoingtoaccepttheir

lobola?"

MrMokoena:"thesoonerwedothis,

thequickerwewillgetyoursister

back.Irefusetolosemydaughter

overthis"

Thabo:"Wow!"



MrsMokoena:"andyouguysowe

Sivuyileanapology"

Thabo:"idon'tapologise."

MrsMokoena:"youwere

wrong,thereforeyouneedto

apologise"

Thapelo:"fine!Sotomorrowwewill

goanddeliverthenewstotheroyal

familyandalsoapologise."

MrMokoena:"now,youwillgothere



now.Thesenegotiationsneedtobe

donetomorrow."

Thabang:"hahdadit'slatenow"

MrMokoena:"idon'tcare.Wedon't

havetimetowaste"

Thabo:"iyoh!Let'sgo".

°•Sivuyile•°

Iwasinmyroomlyingonmyback

whileThandiwewasgivingmea



massage.

Me:"damn,Ineededthat"

Thandiwe:"nowbabytellme,whatare

yougonnadoifBoitumelodoesn't

agreetothis?"

Me:"idontknow.Idon'twanttothink

aboutthatrightnow"

Thandiwe:butb-"myringingphone

disturbedher.Itwasmom



Mom:"Sivuyilewehavevisitors,come

downnow"shehungup.

Me:"weareneededdownstairs"I

woremymysweaterandmypush

ins,Thandiweworehergownandwe

wentdownstairs.Iwassurprisedto

seethebrotherssittinginthelounge

withmyparentsandMaNdeka.

Thapelo:"awuSthandis,eveninfront

ofyourinlawsyoudon'thaverespect.

Whyareyouparadinginagown?

Tryingtocharmusneh?"



Thandiwe:"ifitisn'tthechildish

brothers"

Thabang:"childish?Youweren't

sayingthatwhenyoujumpedfrom

mybedtohisnje"

Mom:"Intoni?!"

Dad:"uhm,I'msureyouarenothere

forthat"

Lizwi:"ohyeah,pleaseforgivemy

brotherstheycangetabit



overwhelmedsometimes"

Thabang:"yesforgiveus,please"I

knowhedidn'tmeanthat.

Lizwi:"ourfathersentustotellyou

thatweacceptyourrequest.Youcan

paylobolatomorrow"Momstoodup

andandstartedullulatingMaNdeka

alsojoinedher.

MaNdeka:"Ahhh.OZizibavuyile"

Thabo:"isitraining?"



MaNdeka:"that'sasignson.The

ancestorsandGodarehappy".The

brothersjustsmiled,Idon'tknowif

thatmeanttheyarehappyorwhat.

Thabang:"nowthatwearedonewith

that.Wecantakeourleave."

Dad:"thankyou.Andpleasethank

yourfatherforme."

Thapelo:"willdo.Iguesswewillsee

youtomorrowthen"theystoodup



andheadedforthedoor

Thabo:"ohhhandmydadsaidI

shouldapologisetoyouPrince".That

washisownwayofapologisingIjust

chuckled.Theyleft

Thandiwe:"theyaresoarrogant"she

clickedhertongue

Mom:"whatdidtheymeanwhenthey

saidyoujumpedfromtheirbeds?"

Thandiwe:"uhm,nothing"



Mom:"ialwaysknewthatyouarea

bitch"

Me:"Mom!"

Mom:"yintoni?(What?)Whydidyou

evenhavetogetmarriedtoher?"

Me:"causeIlovehermama"doI?

OkaymaybeIcareabouther.

Mom:"mxm.Atleastnowwewill

finallyhaveadecentwifeinthis



family"MaNdekaullulatedagain.

Dad:"theancestorsarereallyhappy.I

needtocallmybrothersandinform

themaboutthis.Weneedtopay

lobolatomorrow."

Thandiwe:"whyareyourushing

things?"

MaNdeka:"thulawena!"Okayit's

officialnooneinmyfamilylikesmy

wife



Dad:"Sivuyile,makesuretheJetgoes

backtothePEairporttonight."Yes

wehaveaprivatejetathome.

Me:"Iwillmakeafewcalls"

.

.

.

Itwasthedayofthenegotiations.My

fatherandmyuncle'swerealreadyat

Boitumelo'shouse,actuallytheyhave

beenthereforhours,mymomand

MaNdekaalsowentthereIdon't

knowwhy.Iwassittingathome

stressed,Idon'tevenknowwhyIwas



stressingaboutthis.Myphonerang,it

wasThapelo

Me:"T"

Thapelo:"jawenaPrinceyou

Paedophile"

Me:"dudelookthiswasbeyondmy

control,therewasnothingIcoulddo"

Thabang:"Unamangamarn!(Youare

lying)Wenayoumanipulatedthis

wholethingjustsoyoucouldmarry



mysister"Iguesstheywereall

together

Thabo:"andtothinkitrustedyou"I

guesstheywerestillangryatmeand

Idon'tgetwhy.

Thapelo:"sleepwithoneeye

open,becausemysisterisgoingto

beawidowsoonsoon"Eh

Me:"heeemahn,Idon'tunderstand

whyuguysaretrippingwhatyou

guysshouldbedoingisthankingmeI

sa-"theystartedlaughingreallyhard.



Thapelo:"wegotyousan!Weare

jokingmarn."

Me:"Nxahyimarn!Youguysreallyhad

meforaminute"

Thabo:"uligwalasanyoh!"They

laughedagain

Thabang:"yourvoicewaseven

shaking"

Me:"hayvoetsekuxokelani!(whyare



youlying?)"Welaughed

Thabang:"lookman,wejustwantedto

apologiseforwhathappened

yesterday.Uhmweshouldhave

handledthesituationbetterbroh"

Thabo:"yeah.Andwehavetothank

youforsavingourPunkie'slife,even

thoughyouhadtomarryher"Iwas

amused

Me:"waitwait!Ididn'tgetthat,could

guyspleaserepeateverythingyou

said"Iwantedtorecordthem.



Thapelo:"hayvoetsekheeh"Ilaughed

Me:"Iappreciateyourapologyguys"

Thabang:"appreciatedoesn'tmean

youacceptit"

Me:"ehhdieman.(thisguy)"

Thabo:"andwenasan!Donotmake

mysisterfallpregnantuntillshe

finishesherstudies!"



Thapelo:"yah.Waitfor7yearsbefore

yohsleepwithher"

Me:"don'tworrythatwon'thappen.

Wejustmarriedtoappeasethe

ancestorsnothingwillhappen

betweenus"

Thabang:"good!OkaeThandi?"They

laughed.Comingtothinkofit,she

wasnotherewhenIwokeupand

she'sstillbitback

Me:"hayhay,kthenisobuzananomfazi

wamngoku?(whyareyouaskingme



aboutmywifenow?)"

Thabang:"nomantabakore(thingis),I

missherpussy"theylaughed

Me:"voetsekThabang!"

Thabang:"kadlalamarn"

Me:"wenabruh!"Ichuckled.Mydad

anduncleswalkedin"lookjitasIhave

togo"

Them:"shoshoPrince".I'mgonnasay



thisuntilIdie,theMokoenabrothers

arecrazy.

Me:"sohowdiditgo?"

Dad:"eyyson,thoseMokoenasknow

howtonegotiate.Theyknowthey're

daughter'sworth"

UncleL:"Butwedidn'tmindpaying

whateveramounttheywantedas

longasitwasgoingtogetusour

queen"



UncleM:"heehndoda,didyouknow

thatshe'sstillavirgin?"Amen!

Me:"I'mnotsurprised,withthekindof

brothersshehas....ifitwasupto

theminsuretheywouldkeepherina

bubble"welaughed

Dad:"herfathertoo."

Me:"where'smomandMaNdeka?"

Dad:"weleftthemthere.Yourmom

saidshedidn'tcomewithussoshe



won'tcomebackwithus"Ilaughed

"MaNdekaisstillrevivingBoitumelo"

Me:"oh"

UncleM:"uphiuMakoti?"Idon'tknow

Me:"ohuhm,shewenttoseeher

family"lies!

UncleM:"mmmh!I'mhungry.And

ndirhaleleiskop"

Me:"iknowaplacewheretheymake



thebestskopever"

UncleL:"kengokusisahlalelentoni

apha?Masambeni(whyarewestill

sittinghere?Letsgo)"

Dad:"YouaredrivingkeSivuyile"he

tossedmethekeys.Wewentoutand

gotinthecarthenwedroveoffto

elokshin.

.

.

°•IntheMokoenaHousehold•°

ItwasjustafterMaNdekahad



spokentoancestorstoletBoitumelo

free.

Lizwi:"sowhatnow?"

MaNdeka:"youwait!Shewillwakeup

tonightortomorrow"

MrsMokoena:"thankyousomuchfor

doingthis"

MaNdeka:"youshouldthankthe

RoyalFamilyforallowinghertobe

outfuturequeen"



MrsMokoena:"Thankyou"shewas

lookingatMrsDlamini(theQueen).

MrsDlamini:"itsourpleasuredear."

Shegaveherawarmgenuinesmile.

MaNdeka:"letsgivehersomespace

torest".Theyallwentoutof

Boitumelo'sroomtothelounge.Well

the4ladieswenttothekitchen

MrsMokoena:"sohowisthisgoingto

workout?"



MaNdeka:"whenshewakesupyou

needtotellherimmediatelythatshe

isnowourbride,thenweneedtohave

atraditionalweddingsoon"

Bontle:"allofthisishappeningso

fast"

MaNdeka:"wehavenochoice"

MrsMokoena:"ijusthopeshewon't

hatemeafterthis"



MrsDlamini:"shewon't.Justtellher

thetruth"

MrsMokoena:"iwill"

MaNdeka:"youdoknowthatshe's

nowourbridetraditionally,that

meansshehastocomeandstay

withourfamilyfulltime"

Bontle:"already?"

MaNdeka:"butunderthese

circumstancesshewon't.Shewill



onlymoveinwiththeRoyalFamilya

fewdaysbeforeherwedding"

MrsMokena:"oh"

MaNdeka:"Makotitakemehome.I

needtorest"shewastalkingtothe

Queen

MrsDlamini:"senizakusalakakuhle.

Thankyouagain,everythingwillbe

finenow.Iwillcomebytomorrowto

checkonher".Theyleft.



Fewhourslater,thefamilywassitting

andwatchingTVwhenBoitumelo

walkedin,shewasinhersleepwear.

Thabowasthefirstonetonoticeher.

Thabo:"Punkie!"

Thapelo:"haymarnshe'ssleeping"he

wasfocusingonhisphone

Thabo:"she'sawakeyoudumbass"

hestoodupandgavehissisterabig

hug,theyfamilystartedrejoicing.Mrs

MokoenakeptonthankingtheLord

forwakingupherbaby.Boitumelo



wenttositnexttohermom

MrsMokoena:"I'msohappythatyou

areawakefinally"shehadtearsinher

eyes

Boitumelo:"whathappenedtome?"

MrMokoena:"youwereunconscious

foraverylongtime"

Boitumelo:"sowhywasn'tIin

hospital?"



MrsMokena:"uhmyouseebaby,the

doctorscouldn'tfindanythingwrong

withyousowehadtobeingyouback

homeandtreatyoufromhere"

Boitumelo:"youknowIhadavery

wierddream,actuallyitfeltreal.It

wasasifIwasstuckinsomewierd

kingdom,Xhosakingdomtobeexact.

IwassittingnexttotheThrone,but

theThronewasn'toccupiedby

anyone.Itriedstandingupfromthe

chair,butIcouldn'titwasasifIwas

gluedtothechair"thefamilygave

eachotherstares



MrsMokoena:"uhmbaby,there's

somethingweneedtotellyou"

Thabang:"mamadoyouhavetotell

hernow?Imeanshejustwokeup"

MrsMokoena:"iwasinstructedtodo

so.Idon'twanttodefytheancestors"

MrMokena:"goon.Tellher"

MrsMokoena:"uhmbaby,yoursoul

wascapturedbytheDlamini



ancestors.Youarethey'rechosen

one,sotheycapturedyoursoul"

Boitumelo:"what?"

MrsMokoena:"inorderforyoursoul

tobesetfreewehadtoagreeforthe

Dlaminifamilytopaylobolaand

claimyouastheirbrideifnotyou

weregoingtodie.Wehadnochoice

baby,wehadto!Wedidn'twantto

loseyou"

Boitumelo:"whatdoyoumeanas

theirbridemama?"



MrMokoena:"itmeansyouare

traditionallymarriedtotheDlamini

family."

Boitumelo:"What?!Married?!I'mstill

youngforthat"

MrsMokoena:"wehadnochoice

baby.YoharethecrownedPrincess

oftheXhosaKingdom"
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°•Boitumelo•°

Iwaswokenupbymomtellingme

thatwearegoingtohavevisitors

today.Iwasn'thappy,Imeanlast

nightIwastoldthatmyparents



marriedmeofftothatjerkPrince.I

wasveryshockedwhenIfoundoutI

wasgoingtobesomeone'ssecond

wife,hellI'mgoingtobeThandiwe's

sisterwife.Iwasstillverymuch

angryatmyfamily,Icriedmyselfto

sleeplastnight.Ibeggedthemnotto

letmemarrySivuyile,Iliterallycried

myeyeballsoutbuttheytoldmethey

havenochoice.

Iwokeupandwentstraighttothe

bathroomtotakeabath,Iwascrying

throughoutthewholebathing

process.Iworemylongsleeved

blacklongbodyhuggingdress,thenI

decidedtogetbackunderthecovers



again.Ireallydidn'twanttoseemy

family,Iwasreallyangryatthemeven

mybrothers.Theyshouldn'thave

allowedthistohappen.Mythoughts

wereinterruptedbysomeonesitting

ontopofmybed.

"Boitumelo!"Itwasmom

Mom:"Whatareyoustilldoinginthis

room?IthoughtItoldyouwehave

visitorstoday"

Me:



Shepulledthecoversoffmyhead.

Mom:"Boitumelo!Whyareyohacting

likethis?"

Me:"areyouseriouslygonnaaskme

thatmom?!"

Mom:"don'tyoudareraiseyourvoice

atme,I'mstillyourmother"

Me:"thenactlikemymom.Don't

allowthisshamofamarriageto



happen"

Mom:"wehavenochoicebaby,ifyou

don'tgetmarriedtothatboythenyou

willdie"

Me:"thenI'mjustgonnastayinthis

roomuntilIdieifhunger"

Mom:"stopactinglikeaspoiltbrat!

Thisdecisionwastakentohelpyou!

Whycan'tyourealisethat?Huh?"

Me:



Mom:"I'mgonnagodownstairsand

ifyouarenotdownin2minutes,I

sweartoGodBoitumeloMokoenaI

willbeatyousohardthatyouwill

disownmeasyourmother!"She

stoodupandleft.Iknewshemeantit

soIhadnochoicebuttodowhatshe

said.Imademybed,woremy

sleepersthenIwentdownstairs.

Theywereallsittinginthelounge,my

idioticbrothersdecidedtoclaptheir

handswhentheysawme,Icouldn't

evenfakeasmilethat'showangry

andhurtIwas.Ijustignoredthem

andwenttositatthedinningtable



whichwasnotfarfromthe

lounge,momgavemeadeathstare

butIignoredher,Ijustplayedagame

onmyphone.

Botle:"howareyoufeelingbaby?"I

gaveherthe'areyouserious'look"o-

k-a-y,thatwasdumbquestion"I'm

gladsherealisedit.

Dad:"PunkieIdon'tlikeseeingyou

likethis,youreyesarepuffyfromall

thecrying"

Thabo:"dad'sright.Youlooksougly



rightnow"Ijustlookedatthem

Thapelo:"Whydon'twegoforawalk

Punkie,justyouandI"

Me:"mylegshurt"lies!

Thapelo:"adrive?"

Me:"it'swaytohotforthat"Iwasstill

focusingonmyphone

Thabang:"howaboutwewatchoneof

thosechickflicksonyourlaptop"



Me:"I'mnotinthemood"

Thabo:"whatdoyouwanttodothen?

Pickanything"

Me:"Iwanttosleep"

Lizwi:"comeonPrincess,wejustwant

tocheeryouup.Justtogetthat

smileback"

Me:"Wellthereisnothingtosmile

aboutatthismoment"



Thapelo:"Youareactinglikeabrat

marnwena!EntlekIdon'tevenknow

whywearetryingtopleaseyouright

now,wedidthisforyou!Nxah!"I

lookedathim

Me:"brohyourshoutingisactually

makingmelosefocusonthis

game,soifyoudon'tmind,toneit

down"Icarriedonwithmygame,next

thingIknowmyphoneissnatched

outofmyhandsandsmashedinto

thewall



Bontle:"Thapelo!!"

Me:"khantelempatlang?!(Whatdo

y'allwantfromme?!)"

Bontle:"Thapeloyoudidn'thavetodo

that"

Thapelo:"She'sactinglikeabrat!Re

busytrynamakeherfeelbetteryena

she'ssittinghereclickingonher

phonelikeshe'swithherfriends"

Me:"wellIdidn'tasky'alltomakeme



feelbetter!Nothingwillmakemefeel

better!Nothingwillmakemeforget

thatmyownfamilybetrayedme!"

Thabang:"Betrayal?Wenawasika

nou!(nowyouarebeingcrazy)"

Mom:"whatbetrayalBoitumelo?We

madeadecisionthatsavedyourlife"

Me:"atwhoseexpensemama?!Huh?

Whataboutmyhappiness?"

Thapelo:"whathappinesswouldyoh



havehadwenana?!Youwere

practicallydeadyoudumbass!

Insteadofbeinggreatfulyouare

actingalikeastupidspoiltbrat!"

Me:"greatful?Hehe!Waekutlwa

mara?(Areyouhearingyourself?)"

Mom:"he'sright!Insteadofus

runningaroundafteryourassyou

shouldbethankingusforsavingyour

life!"

Me:"savingmylifebydoingwhat

mama?Marryingmeofftoa



stranger?!Makingmesomeone's

secondwife?!I'monly18,actuallyI'm

still17!AndalreadyI'mexpectedto

besomeone'swife,secondwife

nogal!"

Mom:"whatdidyouwantustodo

hee?Iwasnotgoingtolosemy

daughteroverastupidthing,soI

madeadecisionthatwasgoingto

benefiteveryone!"

Me:"youmeanbenefity'all.Cause

nnaI'mnotbenefitinganythingfrom

thisexceptheartachefelanje!You



peopleareselfish!"Shushuku,Ifelta

stingonmycheek,momjustslapped

me!

Mom:"Nowlistenhere

ngwananyana,wemadeachoicethat

savedyourlife!Eitheryouaregoing

tobegreatfulorcryaboutit,factis

youaregoingtogetmarriedSivuyile

whetheryoulikeitornot!Whatdid

youwantustodo?Huh?Liveyouto

die?Never,I'mthewhobroughtyouto

thisworldandI'mtheonewho's

goingtomakedecisionsthatarebest

foryourlife,andthiswasit!Wehad

nochoice!"Iwasnowholdingmy



cheekandtearswerestreaming

downmyface.

Me:"youhadachoice!Andyouchose

tosavetheThrone!Youchose

strangersoveryourchild!"

Mom:"haywenawahlanyastruu!I

didn'tdothatforthem,Ididitfor

you,don'tyouunderstandthat?What

didyouwantmetodo?Letyoudie?"

Me:"yes!Youshouldhaveletmedie

mama!"Shelookedhurtandshocked

bythat,butIcouldn'tgiveadamn



becauseIwasalsohurt.Ijustranout

ofthehousewithmomcallingoutmy

name,IranandranandrantillI

couldn'trunanymore,mylegsfeltlike

jelly.Iwashuffingandpuffing.Now

yougottaunderstandthatI'mabig

girlsoincouldreallyranveryfaror

thatfast.Ifoundmyselfinthepark

aroundtheneighbourhood,Idecided

togositattheswing,thenIstart

crying.Iwasnolongercryingforthe

factthatiwasgettingmarriedbut

becauseIfoughtwithmyfamily,Iwas

regrettingeverythingIsaidtothem.I

reallyfeltbad.



"IknewthatIknowthatbooty

belongstomybootyfulfriend"that

wasZintle,Iquicklywipedmytears

awayIdidn'twanthertoseemelike

that.Istoodup.

Me:"heyfriend"Ifakedasmileand

attemptedtohugherbutshepushed

myarmsaway

Zintle:"nowIknowyoudidnotjust

givemeafakesmilechild.What's

wrong?Whyareyoureyespuffy?

Haveyoubeencrying?WhodoIneed

tokill?"Zintlecantalkyoh!Ijustsat



downonthegrassandstartedcrying

alloveragain,shesatnexttomeand

huggedme

Me:"ihadafightwithmyfamily,Isaid

somereallybadthingstothem.I

regretit

Zintle:"sowhyareyousittinghere

insteadofbeingathomeand

apologising?"

Me:"thingisI'mstillangryat

them,momslappedme.Ijustneeded

togetawayfromthemandbebymy



self"

Zintle:"whyareyouangryatthem?

Whatwasthefightreallyabout?"

ShouldItellherornot?Imeansheis

mybestfriend,infactshe'smyonly

friend.ArghwhatdoIhavetolose.I

startednarratingthestoryexactly

howmyparentstoldme,Ialsotold

heraboutthe"dream"Ihadwhich

wasactuallysomethingthatwas

happening.BythetimeIwasdone

talkinghermouthwasliterallywide

open.



Zintle:"wait!Woahwoah!Youare

gettingmarriedtoSivuyile?Asinlike

mysister'sSivuyile"

Inodded

Zintle:"Youarethecrowned

Princess?"

Me:"unfortunatelyyes"

Zintle:"whatdoyoumean

unfortunately?Thisisgreatnews

Booty.JesusChrist,myownfriendis



goingtobeQueen!"Shejumpedup

anddownwithabigsmileplastered

onherface

Me:"idon'tknowwhyyohareso

happy,firstofallI'mgoingtobe

sharinghimwithyoursister,YOUR

sister."

Zintle:"haymxm,Idon'tcareabout

thatpig"sheissowierd

Me:"areyousurethatshe'syour

sistermara?Thewayyouhateherit's

verysuspicious"



Zintle:"yepsheis,IevendidaDNA

testtocheckifwewerereally

related"IlaughedZintlewasreally

crazyshe'sexactlywhatIneeded

aftergettingthosenews

Me:"youarecrazy"

Zintle:"sowhenisthewedding?"

Me:"idontknowandIdon'tcare"

Zintle:"Haibosisi,thisistheonly



weddingyouwilleverhavesoyou

needtogoallout"

Me:"what'stheuse?It'snotlikewe

areinLovewitheachotheror

something"

Zintle:"itdoesn'tmatter!Wenanje

youneedtohavetheemostamazing

weddingever!HeehehowIwishit

couldbeabigweddingwherethey

willinvitejournalists."

Me:"aibowhy?"



Zintle:"sothattheycanprintabout

yourweddingandshowoffthe

crownedPrincesssothatmysister

couldgethumiliated*laughs*phela

shesaidsheisthefuturequeenof

theXhosaKingdomkantidololo"she

laughedagain

Me:"technicallysheisalsothefuture

queen"

Zintle:"andyoumyfriendarethee

futurequeen,thecrownedprincess.

DamnI'msohappyforyou,Ialways



knewthatthelifeGodhasplanned

foryouisspectacular"she'swierd

Me:"butI'mnothappyZee"

Zintle:"wellthensuckitupfriend

becausethisweddingishappening.

I'mnotreadytoeatsaladswhile

cryingandwearingblackclothes"

she'smean

Me:"wow!"

Zintle:"that'swhatIwantpeopleto



sayonyourweddingday"Ijust

lookedatherandkeptquiet."You

knowBootysulkingaboutthisisnot

goingtochangethesituationbabe.

Wenanjeyoushouldacceptyour

destinyandenjoyyourselfwhileyou

areatit.Becauseitisyours,it'sthe

oathGodchoseforyouandnothing

isgoingtochangethat"

Me:"youareright.YouknowI

would'vebeendeadifmyfamily

didn'tdecidetomarrymeoff,Ishould

bereallygreatfulforthat."



Zintle:"andyoushouldstop

crying,causebabygirlyoulook

FAGLY"Jeso!

Me:"Mxm.Ineedtogoandapologise

tomyfamily"

Zintle:"that'smygirl."Istoodupand

gaveherabigwarmhug.

Me:"Byebabe"

Zintle:"Byemylove.Don'tforgetto

givemethedateofyourwedding



please.AndIalsowanttobepartof

theplanningprocess."

Me:"whatever".Iturnedonmyheels

andranbackhome.Mybrothers

weregettingintothecarwhenI

enteredthegate,theystopedwhen

theysawmeapproaching.Islowly

walkedtothem.

Thabo:"otswakae?(whereaareyou

comingfrom?)"Heaskedtheminute

Igottothem

Me:"iwasatthepark"



Thapelo:"doingwhatthere?"Iwas

stillangryathimforsmashingmy

phoneandcallingmeaspoiltbrat

Me:"Justthinkingthingsthrough"I

answeredcoldly

Thabo:"Mmmh!Whatdidyouthink

about?"Hawu!

Me:"Everything.Whereareyouguys

going?"



Thapelo:"wannacomewithus?"He

askedwithasmilewhichIdidn't

return

Me:"no.Where'sMom?"

Lizwi:"She'sinherroom,she'stheone

whoactuallyaskedustogoandlook

foryou."

Me:"Hao,why?"

Thabang:"causeshethoughtyou

weregoingtocommitsuicide"I



chuckled

Me:"Iamwaytoomuchofacoward

todothathle"theylaughed

Thabo:"Punkie,momanddadreally

tookthatdecisiontosaveyou.They

couldn'taffordtolosetheirdaughter.

Wearereallysorryifyoufeltbetrayed

bythat"

Me:"it'sfine,I'mtheonewhoshould

beapologising.I'msorryguysforthe

wayIreacted"theylookedatmewith

smiles"butthatdidn'tgivesomeone



therighttocallmeaspoiltbratand

thensmashmyphoneonthewall."I

lookedatThapelothenIwalkedto

thehouse.

Dad:"Princessyouareback"Iwent

straighttohimandgavehimabig

hug."It'sokaymybaby,Iloveyouneh"

Me:"iloveyoutoodaddy.AndI'm

sorryforeverything"

Dad:"noneedtoapologise

sweetheart,Iunderstandwhyyohsaid

allthosethingsthat'swhyIwasquiet



throughoutthewholeinteraction,I

wantedtogiveyouyourspace."

Me:"where'smom?"

Dad:"She'sinou-....ohheresheis."

Momcametostandnexttous.

Me:"mom,I'msorry.Ididn'tmean

anythingIsaidIwasjustangryand

hurt."

Mom:"it'sfinebaby.Iforgiveyou,I

understoodwhereyouwerecoming



from.It'sokaymylove"shegaveme

ahug.....isshenotgoingtoapologise

too?...No?Noshe'snotapologising.

It'struewhentheysayblackparents

neverrealiseshetheyarewrong.

Me:"Sowhenisthisweddinggoing

totakeplace?"

Mom:"idon'tknow,weweresupposed

todiscussthatwiththeQueentoday

butIalreadytoldhertocome

tomorrowsincetodayisnotagood

time"



Me:"noit'sfinemom,wecandothis

today.Callheragainandtellherto

come."Ijustwantedtogetoverand

donewiththis.

Mom:"areyousurebaby?"

Me:"yesMom."WasIreallysure

aboutthis?Idon'tknow.

Mom:"okayI'monit"sheleft.

Bontle:"babysisyohknowyoudon't

havetodothisrightnowright?"



Me:"Haoakereweweretoldthatwe

needtohurrywiththewedding?So

I'mpushingitforward"

Bontle:"I'mproudofyoulittleone"

shegavemeahugandkissedmy

forehead.Momcamebackwitha

smileonherface.

Mom:"Shesaidshewillbeherein30

minutes"

○

○



○
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Fewdayslater.

Mylifehasbeenalotbusyforthe

pastfewdays,fromdesigningmy

owndress,planningmyownwedding.

Iwasreallyswamped.Iwasleaving



forECtomorrowwithmyfamily.YesI

finallydecidedonhavingatraditional

wedding,itwasn'tgoingtobe

somethingbignorsmall.Thismeans

Iamonlygoingtobemarriedtohim

traditionally,whichwasgreatforme

butIstillhavetochangemysurname

toDlamini.

Itwaslateatnight,Iwasbusy

packingmyclotheswiththehelpof

Zintle,shewasalsogoingtotravel

withustotheEC.

Zintle:"ican'tbelievethatyouare

gettingmarriedbruh"



Me:"Itssounreal,howIwishIhada

choiceinallofthis,youknowIwant

tobeacareerwomanbeforeIcan

evengetmarried."

Zintle:"Iknowbabe,thatwasour

dream,togotoeveryclubbefore

settlingdownwithoursizzlinghot

husbands."Welaughedandhigh

fived

Me:"eyywena"



Zintle:"butatleastyougottoachieve

oneofourdreams"

Me:"andwhichoneisthat?"

Zintle:"Gettingmarriedtoasizzling

hotguy"shelaughed

Me:"hisnotthatwow!"Lies

Zintle:"don'tlie,he'sextrawow!That

guyishot,youandmysisterhave

reallyhitthejackpot."



Me:"didyouhavetoremindmethatI

amgoingtoshareahusbandwith

yoursister"

Zintle:"sorrybabe.Gosh,Ican'twaitto

seeyourbabies"shebeamedwith

excitement

Me:"Haytherearenobabiesthatyou

aregonnaseehere"

Zintle:"youarethecrownedPrincess

Moghel,thatmeansyouhavetobear

thatfamilyanheir"



Me:"iknowdumbass"

Zintle:"sowhenaretogonnagivehim

yourvirginity?"

Me:"Zintle!"

Zintle:'What?It'sreallyasimple

question"

Me:"I'mdonepackingsowecan

sleepnow"Iplacedmybagsnextto

thedoor.Igotinsidethecovers



Zintle:"areyoureallygonnaignore

myquestion?"

Me:"yes,becauseit'sastupid

question.Nowsleepwehaveanearly

morningtomorrow"

Zintle:"istilldon'tunderstandwhywe

havetoflyoutsoearly."

Me:"WellMominsisted.".

Zintle:"Sleeptightbabe".



.

.

Nextmorningwewerewokenupby

mybrotherThabo,trustmehe'snot

nicewhenitcomestothat

department.

Zintle:"Yoh!Didhehavetowakeus

uplikethat?"

Me:"He'slikethatvele.Whattimeis

it?"Shecheckedherphone

Zintle:"It's6o'clock"



Me:"OhGosh."Istoodupandwentto

thebathroom,Ididthewholehygiene

processthenIworemyblackshort

jumpsuit,Zintledecidedtotakea

shower,thensheworeherblackshort

dress.Afterthatwewent

downstairs,andsurprisinglythe

familywasnotdownasyet.The

kitchenwasempty,nobreakfastwas

onanytableandtheT.Vwasalsooff.

Zintle:"Hawu,kantibakuphiabantu?"

Me;"that'swhatIamaskingmyself.



Maybetheydecidedtocalloffthe

wedding"

"Youwouldlikethatnowwouldn't

you?"ThatwasBontlecomingdown

thestairs

Zintle:"kantiushwebiledarly"they

laughed

Bontle;"whyareyouguysupatthis

time?"

Me:"Whatkindofquestionisthat?



Youknowthatweareleavingon3

hoursright"

Bontle:"Hawudidn'tmomtellyou?

Theflightwaspushedbackto5

o'clock"

Us:"WHAT?!"

Me:"WherethehellisThabo?"

Zintle:"Whythehellwouldhewakeus

upsoearly?"Iwasreallypissedoff.



Me:"youknowwhat?I'mjustgonna

gobacktosleep,I'mstillsleepy"

Bontle:"Godyoulikesleeping,your

husbandisgonnahaveaserious

problem"

Me:"nohewon't.Phelahehas

anotherwife"

Zintle:"sobasicallyhe'sgonnahave2

lastwives,wazewanebhadi"they

laughed



Me:"I'mnotlazy"

Them:"mmmmhm"

WewerenowonaplanetoEC.Iwas

reallypissedatThaboforwakingus

upfornothing.Wefinallylandedin

PE,theroyaldriverwasalready

waitingforus.Weweregoingtobe

stayingattheroyalhouseforthe

durationofourstay.Wegotinto

differentcarsanddroveoff.Iwasin

acarwithmybrother,wellthey

insistedonbeingwithme.



Thabang:"Nana,areyoureadyforyour

newlife?"

Me:"Iamdefinitelynot.Thisisnot

whatIwanted,Iwantedtogetmarried

whenIwasreadynotlikethis.Iwant

tobeacareerwomanbeforeIam

someone'swife,hellsomeone's

secondwife.ButIdon'treallyhavea

choice."

Thabiso:"HowIwishtherewas

somethingwecoulddoaboutthis"

Me;"wellthereisn'tbrother.Wejust



havetoacceptthisandmoveon"

Thabang:"Ican'tbelievemybabygirl

isgettingmarried"

Me:"Ithinkthat'sdad'sline"they

laughed

Thabang:"Wellyouaremydaughter

too"

Thabang:"Ourdaughter"welaughed

Me:"Youwish.Getyourownwives



whowillmakebabiesfory'alland

stopclaimingotherpeople'sbabies"

Thabo:"Ithinkyourfriendwouldmake

aperfectwife"Ilookedathim

Me:"Don'teventhinkaboutit"

Thabo:"What?"

Me:"Youknowwhat"

Thabo:"mxm"



Thabang:"whydon'twegivethelittle

onemarriageadvice?"

Thabiso:"Greatidea"theykeptquiet

forawhile.

Me:"Iamwaiting"

Thabang;"Okay...uh....kanaWhatdo

theysaywhentheyadvicenewly

weds?"HewaslookingatThabiso

Thabiso:"Idon'tknowbroh,Iam



clueless"

Thabang;"wellfuckit,Ijusthaveone

adviceforyou.Nosexuntilyouturn

21"

Thabo:"nowthat'sagreatone"

Thabiso:"whydidn'tIthinkofthat"

theyaresostupid,theymakingit

soundlikethebestadviceever.

Me:"isn'titsupposedtobetheother

wayaround.Likearen'tyousupposed



tosay'omfelekhekhe,don'tstarve

yourmanoralsohewillgoandlook

elsewhere'.Ithinkthat'swhatyouare

supposedtosay"

Them;"Nooo!Molapise!(Starvehim)"I

laughed.Ithinkishouldmesswith

theirmindsalittlebitmore.

Me;"That'snotgonnacutithey,I

meanIamthecrownedPrincessthat

meansIhavetogivetheman

heir,someonewhowillSivuyile's

successor."



Thabang:"wearenotdenyingthat.

Youwillgivehimanheir.....afteryou

turn21"

Me:"Youknowhowthesetradition

thesepeopleare,theymighttellhim

tosleepwithmeonthenightofour

weddingjusttoseeifIamreallya

virgin"

Thabiso;"Thatwon'thappen.Akere

theyhaveasangomathattellsthem

everything,soshewilltellthemthat

youarestillsealed"



Me:"Whatif-"

Thabo;"hayenoughwithyour

speculationshawu."Theywerereally

annoyedandIwasenjoyingevery

secondofit.Wecarriedon

conversingaboutdifferentthings,well

thatwasuntiltheystartedaskingme

alotofquestionsaboutZintle,itwas

actuallyThabowhowasalot,soI

decidedtojustkeepquietandlisten

tosomemusic.

Driver:"Wehavearrived"damnthat

wasalongtripmybutthurts.



Thabang:"Finally".Wejumpedofthe

carandaredcarpetwaslaidoutright

infrontofthecardoor,alotofpeople

werestandingoutsidetheyard,Idon't

knowwhyIalsosawsomeonebusy

takingpictures.Theroyalfamilywas

waitingforusontheothersideofthe

redcarpet.MrsDlaminiandsome

womenstartedullulatingwhenwe

walkedtowardsthem,Ifeltlikea

celebrity.

Thabo;"DamnIfeelsofamous"he's

stupid.



MrsD;"Finally!We'vebeenwaitingfor

youguys.Niphantsenafika

semumnyama"

Dad:"Forgiveus,Ihadalastminute

meetingtoattendbeforecoming

here"

MrD:"Weunderstand.Whatmatters

isthatyouarehere."Wegreeted

everyone

Bontle:"what'swiththecrowd?"



MrD:"thepeoplewantedtowitness

thearrivaloftheirfuturequeen"

Mom:"really?Thatissoniceofthem"

MrD:"Letsgoin,I'msureyouguys

coulddowithsomerefreshments"

Thabang:"Wherecanwefind

Sivuyile?"

MrD:"youmeanthePrince?"



Thabang;"samething"

MrD;"wellhereheisaddressedas

Prince"

Thabang:"nahman,thatain'tgonna

cutitwithme"he'ssoembarrassing.

MrD;"He'sbythekraal,onlymenare

allowedtoenterthere,ifyohknow

whatImean"

Thabang:"IamSothomyking,I'msure

youknowwhatthatmeans"he



winkedathim.Theyallleft,leavingus

theladiesanddadtogoinsidewith

theKingandQueen.Alotofpeople

wererunningaroundthehouse,itwas

abusyscenenje,afterallthewedding

istomorrow.

MaNdeka:"OurMakotineedstogo

andsitatrondavel."Saywhatnow?

Mom:"Oh,wedidn'tknow"

MaNdeka:"itsokay.Comewithme

mydaughter"Istoodupandfollowed

hertothehutthatwasatthefarend



ofthepalace.Itlookedreallyniceon

theinside,hadabigbedthathad

whitecoverswithablackthrow."This

iswhereyouaregonnastay,youwill

onlycomeoutofthishuttomorrow

afternoonforyourwedding"

Me:"hah!WhatifIneedtogotothe

loo?"

MaNdeka:"youwillhavetoholditin

untiltomorrow."

Me:"thisistorture"



MaNdeka;"whyareyouevenwearing

pantsandyouaresonotcovering

yourhead"

Me:"itwascoldwhenweleftforthe

airport,andIdidn'tknowthatIhadto

covermyhead"

MaNdeka:"tommorowyouwillbetold

abouttherulesofthepalace.Nowsit

hereandkeepyourselfbusy"she

openedthedoorandleft



Me:"canyouatleastgetsomeoneto

bringmemybags!"Ishoutedbehind

her"andshe'sgone*sigh*".It's

gonnabealongnight.Igotunderthe

coversandtextedThabotobringme

mybags.IwasboredalreadyandI've

onlybeenhereforafewminutes,this

isbadIneedtofindawaytoget

Zintletokeepmecompanythewhole

night,phelaI'mgonnalosemymind.

Mythoughtsweredisturbedbyaloud

knockatthedoor,itmustbeThabo.I

wenttoopenthedoor,andnoitwas

notThaboitwasmysocalled

husbandandhewascarryingmy

bags.



Me:"ithoughtThabowasgonnabring

them"

Sivuyile:"wellMaNdekasaidishould

bringthem"that'sabummer"areyou

gonnaletmeinornot?"Ididn'teven

realizethatwewerestandingatthe

door

Me:"ohyeah,sorry"Imadewayfor

himtoenter.Heplacedmybagson

thetable."Thanks".Hejuststood

thereandlookedatme-wierd."Is

theresomethingelse?"Hesnapped



outofit.

Sivuyile:"No..Nothere'snothingelse"

hewalkedtothedoor,hestopedand

lookedatmejustashewasaboutto

openthedoor"aren'tyouboredof

sittingonyourowninthishut?"

Me:"iam.ButIdon'tthinkI'mallowed

tohaveanyonehere"

Sivuyile:"true,I'mtheonlyonewho's

allowedinhere.Anywaygoodnight"

heleft.Idon'tevenknowwhyhe

askedmethatquestionifhewasnot



gonnacomeupwithasolutionfor

me.Itookoutmylaptop,justasIwas

abouttogetonthebedaknock

camethrough.Jwenttoopenthe

dooranditwasZintle,shewas

carryingabagandalunchbox.

Me:"girlamIgladthatyouarehere"

Zintle:"youknowIgotyougirl.I

broughtfood"

Me:"thankyouLord".Wequickly

changedintoourPJsandatewhile

watchingamovie.



Zintle:"GodImissmyphone"

Me;"whereisit?"

Zintle:"Yourstupidbrothertookit"

Me:"whichone?"

Zintle:"Thabo."

Me:"whydidhetakeit?Didyoudo

somethingtohim?"



Zintle:"ofcoursenot,youknowI've

neverhadadecentconvowithhim.

Hejustfoundmetalkingonthe

phonewithThami,nextthingIknow

thephonewassnatchedoutofmy

handsandhegavemeweirdlook

beforewalkingaway"that'sweird.

Me:"that'sstrange.Didyoutrytoget

itbackfromhim?"

Zintle;"No,I'mscaredofyourbrother

yoh!Iwasactuallyhopingthatyou

wouldhelpme"



Me:"Me?Weeehnever"

Zintle:"comeonbooty,hehasasoft

spotforyou.Allyouhavetodois

lookathimandsmile,thentellhim

thatyouwantmyphonebackhewill

giveittoyouwithouthesitating"I

laughed

Me:"Wellyouwillyouwaituntil

tomorrowgirlbecauseI'mnot

allowedoutofthisroomuntil

tomorrow"



Zintle:"Gggrrrh"shecoveredherface

withapillow.Igiggled"Iwanttotalk

tomyboyfriend.Pleaselendmeyour

phone"

Me:"No.I'msureThamicansurvive

withoutspeakingtoyouforafew

hours"

Zintle:"mxm,youaresuchabore.I'm

sleeping"shecoveredherheadwith

thecovers.

Me:"nightfriend"Iturnedofmy

laptopanddriftedstraighttolalaland.



Tommorowisthebigday.

☆

☆

☆
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Iwasintheofficebusyworkingwhen

Ireceivedacallfrommymom



Me:"Mama"

Mom:"It'sonbaby!Theweddingison.

Sheagreedtomeetmetoday"

Me:"that'sgreatnewsmama.Sohave

yousetthedateyet?"

Mom:"I'mstillonmywaytothe

MokoenaHousehold,theywilldecide

onasuitabledateforthemselves"

Me:"okay.AndoTamncibona?Have



theyleftalready?"

Mom:"yeah,theyleftafewhoursago

withMaNdeka"

Me:"okay.Ineedtogetbacktowork

mama.Haveyourselfalovelyday"

Mom:"Isurewill.Byebaby"Ihungup.

Justthenmywifedecidedtograce

mewithherpresencetoday.

Me:"towhatdoIowethepleasure"I

saidwithasmilewhichshedidn't



return,shelookedstressed"what's

wrongmylove?'

Thandi:"it'sthisstupidsecondwife

thing."

Me:"uknowIhavetodoitnow

bhabha"

Thandi:"Iknowbabe,butwheredoes

thatleaveme?"

Me:"Whatdoyoumean?"Shejust

lookedatme"babyyouaremyfirst



wifeandIloveyou.Idon'tlove

uBoitumeloI'mjustmarryingherto

pleasetheancestors"

Thandi:"butyourparentsseemto

likeheralot"

Me:"wellmnaIloveyouandquite

franklytheiropinionsdonot

matter,whatmattersiswhatIfeelin

myheart."Shesmiledthenfrowned

Thandi:"youshouldhaveseenthe

wayyourmomwassoexcitedwhen

shegotthecallfromBoitumelo's



mom"

Me:"stopstressingyourselfbhabha

marn"

Thandi:"LeonIwantyoutopromise

methatyouwillneverturnyourback

onmeforaslongasIamyourwife"

Me:"where'sthiscomingfromnow?"

Thandi:"justpromisemedamnit!"She

shouted



Me:"yeey!Don'tyoudareraiseyour

voiceatmeThandiwe."

Thandi:"Imsorrylove,justthatthis

thingisreallystressingme."

Me:"youaregettingyourselfworked

upovernothing"

Thandi:"Ican'thelpmyselfnje"I

stoodupfrommychairandwentto

standbehindher,Istartedmassaging

hershoulders.



Me:"trustmebaby"Imovedmy

handstoherboobsandsqueezed

themshestartedmoaning.

Thandi:"Mmmh"

Me:"Youlikethat?"

Thandi:"Yesdaddy"Shebitherlower

lip.Ipulledherchairandmadeher

standupthenIpushedthechairto

thesidebeforepushinghertothe

table.Thenmylipscollidedwith

hers,soonmytonguewasmassaging

hertongue.Imadehersitonthe



tablewhileshespreadherlegsfor

me,andguesswhat?Shewasn'twear

itanypanties,Istartedtracingmy

fingersonherfoldsshemoanedeven

louder.Iwentdownonherasshe

spreadherlegsevenwider.Iplayed

aroundwithherclitusingmy

tongue,thenIstartedeatingherpussy

likeahungryvulture.Soonshe

startedsquirting,thatmeansIknow

mybusiness.Itookoutsomewipes

fromherbagthenIwipedherclean,I

alsorinsedmymouthinthesink.

Thandi:"Thatwasamazing,asalways"



Me:"YouknowIaimtoplease"I

winkedather.

Thandi:"hopeBoitumelowon't

experiencethiswithyou"ohwowwe

arebacktothatagain

Me:"Didyouhavetobringupher

name?"

Thandi:"wellshe'sgoingtobeyour

wifesoon,soImightaswellgetused

toitsoon"



Me:"Mxm.Don'tyouhavesomewhere

tobe?"

Thandi:"Wow!Souyang'xosha

vele?(youarekickingmeout?)"Ijust

lookedather"fine!Pleaseunlockthe

door"

Me:"Unlockdoor"thedoor

automaticallyunlockeditself.She

stoodupandleftwhilebangingthe

doorintheprocess."HaikeloMzulu!"

.



.

°•Boitumelo•°

Sivuyile'smomwasalreadyhere,we

hadtalkedabouteverythingandshe

mademeunderstandwhythiswhole

thingwashappening.Shealsotold

methatshealsowentthroughthe

samething,butdifferenceisthat

Sivuyile'sfatherwasnotmarried.The

datefortheweddingwasalready

set,itwasaweekfromnow.Itwas

actuallygoingtobeonmybirthday

the15thofDecember.I'mnotthe

onewhochosethisdate,theroyal

sangomadid,shesaidweneededto

dothisassoonaspossible.



IwaswalkingtheQueentoher

car,shewasalreadyleaving.

MrsD:"sotomorrowwearegoingto

seethedesignerforyourdress,then

wewillstartplanningyourwedding"

Me:"idontwantsomethingbigmah"

MrsD:"Hawubaby,phelawehaveto

showtheworldthatwehavefound

ourcrownedPrincess!Thisisthe

proudmomentfortheDlaminis"



Me:"eish,I'mnotsureMah"

MrsD:"Ialsodidn'twantabig

weddingbecauseIfeltlikeIshould

onlyhaveabigcelebrationwhenI

marrysomeoneIlove,Ididn'treally

lovetheking,butIdidhaveabig

wedding."

Me:"phelaMahinyoursituationit

wasunderstandable.Youwerethe

onlywife.Ican'thaveahugewedding

whileThandiwehadanintimate

ceremony"shelookedatmeand

smiled



MrsD:"theZizisreallymadea

wonderfulchoicebypickingyou.Not

onlyareyoubeautifulontheoutside

butontheinsidetoo.Sowhatdidyou

haveinmindforyourwedding"

Me:"Idon'tknow.Maybeasmall

traditionalceremony"

MrsD:"youdoknowthatwehaveto

invitethemediaright?Andour

traditionalceremoniesusuallytake

placeinourKingdomintheEastern

Cape"yoh!



Me:"Yoh!Sowhatareyousuggesting

Mah?"

MrsD:"maybeweshouldhavea

ceremonythissidetoofficiatethe

weddingthenhaveasmalltraditional

oneintheEasternCape

xabeyokuthiyake(whentheygiveyou

anewname)"

Me:"Idon'tknow.Iwillspeaktomy

familyandheartheirviews."



MrsD:"Okaybaby,Ineedtogoand

cookformyhusbandnow"

Me:'byeMah.Andthankyoufor

sharingyourstorywithmeitreally

mademeseethingsinadifferent

light"

MrsD:"PleasureNana.Seeyou

tomorrowke"shegavemeahugand

gotinhercarthenshedroveoff.Just

thenmybrothersdroveinfollowedby

mysecondparents(LizwiandBontle).

Thabo:"Whyareyoustanding



outside?"

Me:"NekentshaMrsDlamini(Iwas

walkingMrsDlaminiout)"

Thabang:"Youmeanyourmother-in-

law?"Theylaughed,he'ssoannoying

Me:"YesabutiThabang".

Bontle:"Whenisthewedding?"

Me:"NextweekSaturday"



Brothers:"What?.!"

Lizwi:"Whysosoon?"

Bontle:"youheardwhatthatsangoma

saidnjebabe"

Lizwi:"ohhh,nowIgetit"

Thabang:"Iwon'tlie,Idon'tlikethis

ideaofyougettingmarriedatthis

youngage,butIknowthatit'sforyour

owngoodsoIwilljusthavetodeal



withit."

Me:"MrsDlaminiwantsabig

wedding,apparentlytheworldhasto

knowthatthecrownedPrincesshas

beenfound."

Thabo:"Damn,Ican'twaittosee

Thandiwe'sreaction"theyalllaughed.

.

.

Iwasabouttodrifttolalalandwhen

myphonedecidedtoringanddisturb

mypeace,itwasanunknownnumber.



Ididn'tansweratfirst,butitdecided

toringagainsoIgavein.

Me:"What?!"Iwasabitirritated

Caller:"Ohsnap!DidIwakeyouup?"It

wasaverydeepsexyvoice,it

soundedfamiliar.

Me:"Isthatrhetoricalquestion?Who

areyou?"Thepersonclearedtheir

throat.

Caller:"uhm...it'smeSivuyile"shiitmy



supposedlyfuturehusband

Me:"oh...uh...shuu.Hi."

Sivuyile:"Hi.Howareyou?"

Me:"whatcanIdoforyoumy

Prince?"

Sivuyile:"Iyoh!BacktoIronladyso

soon?Anywaymomwastellingme

aboutthedateofthewedding,Ijust

wantedtofindouthowyoufeel

aboutit?"



Me:"idon'tknow.I'mjustgoingwith

theflow,Idon'twannadie."

Sivuyile:"O-kay!Meetmeatmyoffice

tomorrow,weneedtodiscussafew

thingsaboutthewedding."

Me:"nah,IthinkIamcoolwith

planningeverythingwithyourmom

thankyouverymuch"Irolledmyeyes.

Hechuckled,notaveryfriendly

chucklethough.



Sivuyile:"Idon'treallycareaboutwhat

youarecoolwith.Wenanjejust

cometomyofficesothatwecan

talk."

Me:"idon'tknowwhereyouroffices

aresituated"

Sivuyile:"googleit."Hehungup.

Me:"WTF?Didhejust...?Heehe!

ArrogantXhosaguy!Nxah!AndIam

notgoingtothatstupidofficeofhis"

Islippedmyphoneunderthepillow

thenIdriftedtolalaland.



.

.

Wokeupthenextmorning,tooka

longrelaxingbath,thenIworemy

longreddress,ithadslitsonboth

sidesofthedress.Iworemy

sleepersthenIwentdownstairs,mom

wasalreadyinheruniformthat

meansshe'sgoingtoworktoday.

Me:"Hawumama,youareworking

today?"

Mom:"morningtoyoutobaby."



Me:"eish,morningmom."

Mom:"youareupearlytoday"

Me:"surprisingright?"

Mom:"very"welaughed

Me:"Ithoughtyouweregonnajoinme

andMaDlaminifortheplanning"

Mom:"nottodaymylove.My3days



ofleaveareup,soIneedtogetback

toworkandI'malreadylate.Youwill

makebreakfastforeveryoneright?"

Me:"hahMama,theywilleatcereal"

Mom:"Boitumelo!Youknowyour

fatherdoesn'tlikethat"

Me:"Iyoh!"Shepackedherworking

bagandheadedforthedoor.

Mom:"makethatbreakfast

Boitumelo!"Shewentoutthedoor.



Hayshamemomwillhavetoforgive

me,I'mnotinthemoodtomake

breakfastforeveryoneshame.Iwill

justmakeonefordadonly.JustasI

wasabouttotakeoutthebreaddad

walkedinalreadydressedinhis

formalclothesandhewascarrying

hisbriefcase.

Dad:"MorningPoonkie,byePoonkie"

hekissedmycheekandimmediately

left.Shuu!Thatmeansnomore

makingbreakfastforme.Imade

myselfsomecocopopsthenIwent

towatchTVwhileeating.AfterIwas

doneeatingIwashedmydishthenI



startedcleaningthehouse.Bythe

timeIwasdonemybrotherswereall

awake.

Thapelo:"Poonkie,where'sthefood?"

Me:"Whatfood?"

Thabang:"Breakfasthlemotho

waModimo"

Me:"youboughtbreakfast?"Iwas

actingdumb.



Thapelo:"stopactingdumb,youknow

whatwemean"

Me:"noIdon't"

Thabo:"Whydidn'tyoumake

breakfast?"

Me:"uh..lasttimeIcheckedGodgave

allofustwohands,I'msureyoucan

whipsomethingupveryquickly."

Thabang:"wenawat-."Hewas

disturbedbymyphoneringingitwas



MaDlamini

Me:"Ma."

MrsDlamini:"I'moutside."

Me:"youarenotcomingin?"

MrsD:"No,wearegoingsomewhere"

Me:"OkayI'monmyway"shehungup

"dearbrothers,Ihavetoloveand

leavey'all.Bye"Itookmyslingbag

andleftafterkissingtheircheeks.I



gotintothecarandgreetedher.The

drovewasverylong,butwewere

havinganiceflowingconversationin

thecar.Wefinallyparkedinthe

parkinglotofaverybigcompany,Mrs

Dlaminitoldmetojumpoff,Ididthen

wemadeourwayinside.Wewentto

thereceptionistwhoimmediately

smiledwhenshesawusapproaching.

Receptionist:"MyQueen"shebowed

MrsD:"HiStella.Ismysonin?"WTF?!

Ididn'tevenknowwewerecomingto

seethatjerk.



Receptionist:"yesyoucangoright

through.Hehasbeenexpectingyou"

MrsD:"Thankyou"shesmiled.We

gotintoalift,shepressedthenumber

5,andoffwewent.Theliftopenedwe

jumpedoffatanoffice,itwasbig.It

wasgreyandwhiteincolour,hada

greycouch,awhitematnexttothe

couch,anofficetable,whiteshelves

andpicturesofhisparents,himself

andhiswife.Iwonderifhisgoingto

putmineupto,notthatIwouldwant

himtodothat.



MrsD:"Vuvu"weheardthetoilet

flush,hewalkedinfromanotherroom.

Sivuyile:"Mamahowmanytimes

mustItellyoutostopcallingme

that"

MrsD:"Amilliontimes.NowI've

broughtBoitumelolikeyouaskedme

to"

Sivuyile:"mmh,Icansee.Hi"hesaid

withaseriouslook



Me:"hi"that'sallIcouldsay.Hejust

lookedatmewhileIlookedanywhere

elsebutathim,Ididn'twanttolookat

himbitIcouldfeelhiseyespiercing

throughmyskin.

Sivuyile:"Letsgoandsitoverthere"

hepointedthecouch,wedidaswe

weretold."SoBooty,haveyou

decidedonthekindofweddingyou

want?"Igavehimanuglystare,I

meanwhogavehimtherighttocall

meBooty?Uyaphaphanje.



Me:"YesIhave,myPrince."He

chuckled

MrsD:"Noneedtobeformalbaby,I

meanhe'sgoingtobeyourhusband

verysoon"

Sivuyile:"nowareyouwaitingforme

toaskwhatkindofweddingyou

want?"He'srude

MrsD:"Sivuyile!"Shewarned

Sivuyile:"Whatmama?Shehasto



speakfast,someofushave

businessestorun.Ican'tbesitting

hereanddiscussingweddingplans

withher"Itookoutmyphoneand

requestedanuber.

MrsD:"Hehamhlola!Yazusile

wena,lentoebomvule!"

Me:"*ahem*firstofallIdidn'taskyou

toplantheweddingwithme,ifI

remembercorrectlyyouaretheone

whoaskedmecomehereandifit

wasuptomeIwouldn'tevenhave

botheredtosetfootherebecauseI



amperfectlyfinewithplanningthis

weddingwithmyfamilyandyour

mom."Istoodup"secondly,getoff

yourhighhorseMyPrinceanddo

bareinmindthatyouarenotonly

doingmeafavourbyagreeingtothis

wedding,sodon'tactlikeI'mtheonly

onewhoneedsthisweddingto

happen"myvoicewasverycalm,I

turnedtolookathismom"Mah,I'm

sorryforallofthisbutIreallyneedto

go.Ifyoustillwanttoplanthe

weddingwithmeyoucancome

aroundmyhouse,orcallmeandwe

willmeetsomewhereelse.ButIam

notgoingtoplanaweddingwithyour



son"

MrsD:"uhm...iunderstandbaby,don't

worryyouwon'thavetodealwiththis

peanutheadanymore"

Sivuyile:"Ma-"

MrsD:"Shutup!"

Me:"ifyoudon'tmindMah,mayI

pleasebeexcused?"

MrsD:"Howareyougonnaget



home?"

Me:"I'vealreadyrequestedanuber

Mah"

MrsD:"ohokaybaby.Iwillcallyou

wheniamdonewiththispig"I

huggedherandleft.

Sivuyileissoarrogantandrude,no

wonderheisfriendswithmybrothers

theyfitperfectly.Ican'tbelievethatI

amactuallygoingtospendtherest

ofmylifewithhim,Iwonderwhat

kindofmarriagethatwillbe.Myride

wasalreadyhere,Igotinthecarand



left.Iwasn'tgoingstraighthome

thoughIwasgoingtoZintle'shouse.

.

.

°•Sivuyile•°

Iwasleftwithmymomwholooked

likeadragonreadytobreathfireon

myhead.

Mom:"Whatwasthatallabout?"

Me:"I...uhm....Idon'tknow...?"



Mom:"areyouaskingmeorwhat?"

Me:"Idon'tknow"

Mom:"Whatisthatyouknow?....oh

waitletmesee.....beingapig!"

Me:"HaiboMamadon'tcallmethat!

I'mnotdirty"

Mom:"Youthinkihavetimeforjoke

wenandiyakubona.Whythehelldid

youaskmetocomewithBoitumeloif

youknewthatyouweregoingtobe



rudetoher?"

Me:"Haynayeshe'sjustbeinga

dramaqueen,therewasnothing

wrongwithwhatIsaid."

Mom:"YouwererudeSivuyilemarn!

Thatwasnotawaytospeaktoyour

futurewife.Youhavetoapologise"

Me:"apolo-..what?"

Mom:"eweSivuyile.Youwererudeto

thatgirl."



Me:"Haymama,whatkindofman

wouldthatmakeme?Aweakman"

Mom:"nothatwouldmakeyouareal

man,rightnowyouareactinglikea

boy,ngathikhangewolukenxah!"

MomwasreallypissedandIdon't

knowwhy.Ididn'tknowthat

Boitumelowasthissensitive

consideringthebrothersthatshe

has,butIcan'tsayIamsurprisethey

treatherlikeanegg.

Me:"FineIwillapologise."



Mom:"Now.Callhernowand

apologise"

Me:"HaiboMama,Iwilldoitlater."

Mom:"nonow,Iwillgiveyouher

numbers"shetookoutherphone

Me:"itsfine,Ihavehernumbers"

Mom:"wheredidyougetthem

becauseIdon'tremembergiving

themtoyou"



Me:"Ihavemyways"Iwinkedather

Mom:"mxm.Justmakethedamn

call".

Icalledherusingtheofficephone

becauseIknewshewasn'tgoingto

takemycall,sheansweredinthethird

ring.

Her:"Boitumelohello"hervoiceis

sweet.



Me:"Uhmhiit'sme"

Her:"Mewho?Idon'thaveavoice

sensor"she'sfeisty

Me:"Sivuyile."

Her:"whatdoyouwant?"

Me:'Uhm,IjustwanttosayIshould

havesaidthosethingsandIdidn't

knowthattheyweregonnapissyou

off"momlookedatmelikeIam

crazy,Ijustshruggedmyshoulders.



Her:"That'sall?"

Me:"uhmyeah.....ohandthatwecan

stillcarryonplanningthewedding

togetherifyouwant"Iwaspraying

thatshedeclines

Her:"Nothankyou.Iamcomfortable

withplanningwithyourmom."Yes!

Me:"Great!"Icouldn'thidemy

excitement"Soareweco-"tututu

"Whatthe?Shejusthunguponme"



Mom:"Idon'tblameher,thatwasthee

worstapologyever"

Me:"sorude!"Momlaughed.

Mom:"whenwasthelasttimeyou

wenttoyoursurgery?"

Me:"thedaybeforeyesterdayIthink."

Mom:"Istilldon'tunderstandwhyyou

becameadoctorifyohknewyou

werenotgoingtopursueitasa



career"

Me:"Iopenedasurgerymos,that

shouldcountasmakingacareerput

ofmyqualification"Yep,Iama

qualifieddoctorandIrecentlyopened

asurgerywithmyfriendThemba.

Mom:"Butyouarenotevenhandson

inthesurgery."

Me:"Thembaisdoingjustfineonhis

own,hedoesn'tneedextrahands.I

meanthesurgeryisstillnewmom,we

don'thavealotofpatientsyet.Iwill



onlygotherewhenwehavemore

patients"

Mom:"HayIgiveup.Anywayyouare

takingmeoutforlunch"

Me:"youarethemotherhere,you

shouldbetheonetakingmeout."

Mom:"uyahlanya,I'vebeenbuyingyou

lunchsinceyouwereinprimary

school,it'syourturnnow"

Me:"Ididn'tevenknowthatweare



takingturns"shelaughed

Mom:"nowyoudo".

Momiscrazy,Iwouldn'ttradeherfor

anythinginthisworldsheissimply

thebestmomever.

☆

☆

☆

☆

☆

#Boitumelo

#Sivuyile.



ISTHANDIJUSTIFIEDTOFEELTHE

WAYSHEFEELS??

[2/6,12:17PM]DeeBee:#Chapter13

○

○

○

○

Knock!Knock!

Knock!Knock!

"Makoti!"



Zintle:"Bootywakeup,someoneisat

thedoor"shewasshakingme

Me:"mmhmmhmarn"

Zintle:"wakeup!"

Isatupandrubbedmyeyes

Me:"whatthehellbruh?"

Zintle:"goopenthedoor"shecovered

herselfagain.Islowlywalkedtothe

doorandopened,Iwasmetbyahuge



beautifulsmile.

Person:"OMG!Lookathowbeautiful

youare.Evenwhenyoujustwokeup"

shegavemeahug,ohshe'sthe

bubblytype.WhileIwasstillpaying

attentiontoheranothercreature

walkedinwithacutebabyonher

waist.

Girl2:"Areyousureuliveinthis

world?"Iwasreallyconfusedand

stunned.

Girl1:"Theancestorsreallydida



greatjob,lookatyouman"Ijustgave

themanawkwardsmile.

Me:"Thankyou"

Girl1:"Forgiveus,mynameisLulama

IamthefirstborntotheKingand

Queenalsoyourhusband'solder

sister"

Girl2:"AndIamLumka,thesecond

born"theygavemewarmsmiles

whichIgladlyreturned.



Me:"nicemeetingyou.IamB-"

Lumka:"Ourfuturequeen,Vuvu's

chosenone"

Me:"ahhyes"

Luluma:"Godyoulooksobeautiful"

Me:"Thankyou"

Lumka:"isthatZintle?"



Me:"uhmyeah.IknowIwasnot

supposedtoletanyonehere,butI

wasbored.Pleasedon'ttell

MaNdeka"

Luluma:"youaresoinnocent.Don't

worrywewon'ttell"

Lumka:"Wakeupbitch!"shegaveme

thebabyandjumpedonthebed

whichwokeZintleup,soontheywere

bothjumpingontopofthebedwhile

screaming,theylookedlikeabunchof

toddlers.



Zintle:"girl,I'vemissedyousomuch"

Luluma:"hah,whataboutme?"

Zintle:"Youarealsohere?"Sherolled

hereyes

Luluma:"iwillscoopthoseeyesout.

Comehereandgivemeahug"they

laughedandshewenttogivehera

hug.

Zintle:"Ahh,youfinallygavebirth.I

thoughtyouwerecarryingtwins"



Lumka:"shewashuge"

Zintle:"lookatthischubbybeing.

Hellobaby"shecameandtookthe

babyfrommeandstartedplaying

withit.NextthingThandienteredthe

roomlookingverydisgusted.

Luluma:"ngewehlisalompuloke

darly"

Thandi:"mxm.Here,thecreepyold

ladysaidyoushouldtakeabathand



wearrespectableclothes"she

handedmeabasinthathadsome

bathingessentials,adoekandasmall

blanket(itshali/tshale).

Lumka:"isshesupposedtouseher

spittotakeabath?Gofetchher

somewater"Theyreallydon'tlikeher

Thandi:"whydon'tyoufetchhersome

water?"

Luluma:"ahhexcuseme?Nguban

uMakotiapha?"



Thandi:"mxm.Themaidwillbringher

bathingwater."Sheturnedand

walkedaway,shelookedreallypissed.

Lumka:"yoursisterisarealpieceof

work"

Zintle:"tellmeaboutit."Tillthisday,I

don'tknowwhyZintledoesn'tlikeher

sister.

Themaidwalkedinwithabucketof

hotwater,theotherfollowedherwith

abucketofcoldwater.



Lulama:"Letusleaveyougirlstoget

ready.Iwillseeyoulater."Theyleft.

WestartedbathingandIchanged

intomylongsleevedblacklong

dress(itwasbelowmykneeskinda

long).Itwasreallyclosetothe

skin,butiflookedrespectable.I

wrappedmyheadwithadoekina

stylishmanner,Ialsocovermy

shoulderswiththetshali.Ilookedlike

arealmakoti.Zintlewasalsodone

withtakingabath,sheworeherlong

blackdresstoowithherflipflops,I

waswearingmysleepers.



Zintle:"girl!Youlookfly."

Me:"thankyoubaby"

Zintle:"letstakeaselfie."

Me:"withwhosephone?Phelawenau

don'thaveaphone"Iwasdissingher

Zintle:'ohh,uyang'phaphela?"I

laughed

Me:"I'mjokingwenamyF."Igaveher

myphone,thenwetookalotof



selfiestogether.Shesentherselfthe

picturesviaWhatsApp.

Zintle:"whatdidyousaveThabo's

numberas?Ican'tfindanyThabo

here"

Me:"Brotherbear"

Zintle:"That'slame....Godyourbrother

issoweird"

Me:"why?Whatdidhedo?"



Zintle:'I'mlookingathisstatus.

Ufakewenakphela.Iswearthiswill

makehimstaysingle"

Me:"yeah,healwaysdoesthat.Allof

theminfact,buttheydon'thavea

problemwithgettinggirls.Matterof

facttheyhavealotofgirls"

Zintle:"justcallhimandtellhimto

givememyphone"

Me:"Givememyphoneke"shegave

itbacktome.IvideocalledThabo

andheansweredalmostimmediately.



Thabo:"LookatyouPunkie.Youlook

sogrown.Guyscomeandseehow

beautifulourlittleangellooks"soon

thescreenwasfilledwithmy

brothers'faces

Lizwi:"Princess.Youlookbeautiful"I

smiledandsodidthey.Theseguys

arereallymykings

Thabang:"Todayisyourbigday

sweety"



Me;"Iknow.I'msonervous,Idon't

knowwhy.WhatifIfallwhilewalking

downtheaisle?"Theylaughed

Thabiso;"thewewillpickuupand

placeyounexttoyourhusband"I

smiled

Lizwi:"don'tworry,wewillbewalking

withyoudownthataisle"

Me:"ithoughtdadwastheonewho

wasgonnawalkmedowntheaisle"



Thabo:"weallare"

Me:"maraleratadramaguys"

Thabiso;"wahlanya"Zintlenudgedme

Me:"oohhabutiThaboIonlycalled

becauseIneedyoutogiveZintleher

phoneback"

Mybrothers:"Youtookherphone?!"

Thabo:"Shutup!"Theylaughed



Me:"pleasehle,Iwillneedtospeak

withherwhileIamsittinginthis

roomandIcanonlydothatviathe

phone.Please"Igavehimpuppydog

eyes,hesmiled

Thabo:"howcanIsaynotothatface?

Tellhertocomeandfetchit,shewill

findmenexttothekraal"

Me:"thankyou.Iloveyouguys"

Them:"Weloveyoutoo



punkie/princess"Ihungup.

Zintle:"seeItoldyouhewasgonna

giveitupeasily,allyouhadtodowas

tojustbatyoureyelashes"Ilaughed

attheeyelashespart."Byegirl,I'm

goingtogetmyphoneandcallmy

man"shequicklyleft.Leavingmeto

boredom,Idecidedtotakemore

selfiesjusttopushtime.Aftertaking

somanyselfies,Ipostedsomeon

Instagram.ThenIpostedoneon

WhatsAppwitharingasmycaption.

Fewminuteslatermyphonestarted

beepinglikecrazy,itwasWhatsApp

messagespeoleaskingmewhat's



goingon?AmIgettingmarriedor

something.Itwascrazy.But

somethingcaughtmyeye,itwasa

screenshotofthepictureIhasjust

postedbutitlookedlikeSabelohad

postedittoo,withacaptionthatsays

:"Finallydecidedtoputaringonit"

hebathong!Thepersonwhosentme

thescreenshotaskedmeifIwas

reallygettingmarriedtoSabelo.Just

asIwasabouttorespondtohim,my

momandthequeenwalkedinwith

twootherladies,Ilogoffand

switchedoffmydata.

Mom:'baby,youlooksobeautiful"yoh



somanycomplimentsinsuchashort

spaceoftime,maybeIshouldget

marriedmoreoften,Lol.

MrsD:"waituntilyouseeherinher

weddingdress."

Theygavemethereed

mat(ucandzi/moseme),Iwastoldto

sitonit.IdidasIwastold,thenthey

startedgivingmealecture...orisit

advices?Lol.TobequiethonestI

wasn'tlisteningtoanythingtheywere

saying,A:becausemeandSivuyile

wereonlymarriedbyname.B:evenif

wewereinlovewithoneanotherI



wasn'tgonnadowhattheysaid.

Someoftheseadvicesaretheones

thatmakewomanstayin

unhappy,abusive,toxicmarriages

becauseofthe:"Kuyanyamezelwa

emtshatweni"line,andIwasn'tabout

thatlife.Theonlypartlistenedtowas

whentheQueenwastellingmeabout

theDosandDon'tsofthepalace.

SoonIwasintroducedtothe

ancestors,andLulamagavemeanew

name,whichwasLunathi,itwasa

reallynicename.Thelateritwasoff

tothecelebrationceremony,where

thepriestwouldofficiateourunion

andwewouldhaveareception.I



changedintomydress.Itwaswhite

longmermaiddressthathadablue

seshweshweprint,withablue

seshweshweheadwrapandblue

stilletos.Lulamaappliedmakeupon

myface,thenIfinishedoffthelook

witharedmattelipstick.Ilooked

insanelybeautiful,thedresswas

huggingmybodyinasexymanner,it

showedofmybeautifulshape.We

drovetothetentthatwasputupona

bigfield,justafewmetersawayfrom

thepalace.Andastheysaid,my

brothersandmydadwalkedme

downtheaisle.

Therehewaslookingeverso



handsome,hewaswearingwhite

pants,withawhiteshirtthatalsohad

aseshweshweprint.Were

matching,hisfadewasalsomaking

himlookmorehandsome.Themedia

wasalreadytakingpictures,they

actuallystartedwhenIleftthepalace.

Helookedathisfriendswhogave

himathumbsup.Ifinallygotto

him,hehadaverywierdlookonhis

face.

Priest:"Ngubanionikelangalomntana

kwabakaDlamini?"Mydadand

brothersstoodup,makingpeople

laughatthiswierdsituation.



.

.

.

°•Sivuyile•°

Theweddingdaywasfinallyhere.My

bodywasstiff,Iwasbusythewhole

week,mydadalsowokemeupvery

earlytoday.Iwashappythatmy

friendsweregonnabeheretoday,to

supportme.Theyactuallydidn't

believemewhenItoldthemIwas

goingtomarryBoitumelo,theysaid

theywillonlybelieveitwhentheysee

herwalkingdowntheaisle.Andwhen



shedid,Ilookedatthem,givingthem

the:"areyouhappynow"look.When

shestoodinfrontofme,onlythenI

tooknoticeofhowbeautifulshe

lookedtoday.Sheisbeautiful

naturally,buttodayshewason

anotherlevelofbeautiful,shewas

actuallygorgeous....yeahthat'sthe

word.Whenherbrothersstood

up,thatshowedmethattheyhave

acceptedthiswedding.

Priest:"Wearegatheredhere

today,fortheunionofthesesouls.

Notonlytheirunion,buttheunionof

twofamilies.TheMokoena'sand



Dlaminis.Ifanyonefeelsthesetwo

shouldnotbemarried,speaknowor

foreverholdyourpeace"thispartis

soannoying,Iquicklyturnedmyeye

toThandi

Me:"canwecarryonplease"I

whispered

Priest:"patiencesonofGod."We

stoodinsilenceforagoodfive

minutes.Isthisguyfuckingwithme?

"Goodnoo-"

"Ahem"whatnow.ItwasThabang,he

wasonhisfoothissisterwasbusy



pullinghimdown

Thabang:"whatBontle?Uhm...ijust

wantedtoaskthepriestifthatwas

necessary?Imeanlikereally?"

Peoplelaughed.Phew!Ireally

thoughthewasgonnastopthe

wedding.Thisguyisreallycrazy.

Priest:"1Iwillpraisethee,OLORD,

withmywholeheart;Iwillshewforth

allthymarvellousworks.

2Iwillbegladandrejoiceinthee:I

willsingpraisetothyname,Othou



mostHigh.Mychildrenneverturn

yourbackontheLord.Whatever

difficultiesthatyoufaceinyour

marriage,justprayaboutitandthe

Lordwillgiveyouawayforward.

Amen?"

Us:"Amen"

Priest:"SivuyileLeonDlaminidoyou

takeBoitumeloBrittanyMokoenato

beyourGodlyweddedwife,in

sicknessandinhealth,richeror

poorertilldeathdoy'allpart?"



Me:"Ido"

Priest:"BoitumeloBrittanyMokoena

doyoutakeSivuyileLeonDlaminito

beyourGodlyweddedwife,in

sicknessandinhealth,richeror

poorertilldeathdoy'allpart?"She

keptquietforawhile

Boitumelo:"*ahem*I....Ido"phew,I

wasalreadysweating.

Priest:"bythepowerinvestedinme,I

nowpronounceyouhusbandand

wife.Youmaykissthebride"ehh,this



isawkward.Iwon'tlieIdowantto

kissher,butquestionisdoesshe

wantmeto?Idon'twantto

embarrassmyself.Shewaslooking

downthewholetime,Iwentcloserto

her.JustasIwasabouttoreachher

lipssheturnedherheadandIgotto

kisshercheek,whichcrackedmy

friendsandherbrothersup.They

startedshoutingsayingthatwasn'ta

realkiss,sooneveryonejoinedin.

Priest:"givethepeoplewhatthey

wantchildren."Itookthe

opportunity,grabbedherneckand

gaveherakissofalifetimepeople



startedullulating,thegentswere

cheering.Myheartwasracing,Idon't

knowwhy.Iwasfeelingfuzzy,which

wasaforeignfeeling,Ineverfeltthat

withanyonebefore.Herlipswereso

soft,shewasreallyagreatkisser.

Thabiso:"okayenoughnow!"Ibroke

thekissandlaughed.Boitumelo

lookeddown,shelookedcutewhen

shewasshy.Icaughtaglimpseof

Thandi,shedidn'tlookhappyatall.

Peoplestartedsingingisencane

lengane.



Weleftforthevenuewherethe

receptionwasgoingtobeheld,well

thatwasafterthejournaliststook

picturesofus.Thevenuewassetup

atthepalace,itwasahugespaceso

itcouldfitawholelotifpeople.

•

°

•

°

•

°

#ItsAWeddingDay

#MrAndMrsDlaminiThe2nd
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○

●

○

●

Itwasthenightofthewedding,alot

ofpeoplehadalreadyleftjustafew

wereremaininganddrinking.Iwas

sittingwith

Lulama,Lumka,Bontle,Zintleand

Thandiwe.Wewerebusytalking

aboutsomethings,wellThandiwewas

busyonherphone.



Bontle:"girlyourhusbandisflames"

shewastalkingtoLulama

Luluma:"Whatdidyouexpect,Ihavea

choicebabygirl"LulamaandBontle

areactuallythesameage,sothey

werereallyvibing

Bontle:"Aren'tyouscaredthatgirl

mightwannasnatchhimfromyou?

Phelathatguyishot"

Lulama:"wellsomebitchdidtrytodo

that,butIsortherouttheoldschool

way"



Me:"Whatdidyoudo?"

Luluma;"iwhippedherasswitha

sjambok"

Bontle:"youdidgoodgirl!"Theyhigh

fived

Zintle:"Iwouldreallyliketoknowthat

girlyaz"

Me:"Metoo"



Lulama:"Holdyourhorsesgirls.It'sall

inthepastnow,youdon'tneedto

knowthehoe"Ifollowedhergaze

anditledmestraighttoThandiwe.

No,itcan'tbe....shewouldneverdo

thatnowwouldshe?Nutthatwould

explainthehateshehasforher.

Bontle:"whendidallofthishappen?"

Lumka:"itwaslastyear"

Me:"youalsoknowthegirl?"



Lumka:"ihelpedherbeatthathoe

down"welaughed,Thandilookedvery

uncomfortable.

Zintle:"Iwonderwhothegirlwas"

Lumka:"don'tactlikeyoudon'tknow

herstupid"shelaughed.

Luluma:"allIam.sayingisifanyone

andImeananyonewouldtrytotake

mySothowarriorawayfromme,she

gongetit"



Bontle:"awwwhe'sabrotherfrom

anothermothermos"welaughed

Luluma:"yesheis.Anddamnthe

thingsthathedoestomebehind

closedoors,mmmhmmmh"

Me:"PG!"

Lumka:"haska,don'tactlikeavirgin"

Zintle:"aibo,uthiniwenasheisa

virgin"LulamaandLumkascreamed



Lulama:"youlie!Whywouldyoustill

beavirginatthisage?GirlIbrokemy

virginityattheageof14"

Me:"What?!IthoughtPrincessesare

supposedtobewellbehavedand

onlyhavesexwhentheygetmarried"

Lulama:"wellnotthisPrincessright

here"

Me:"weren'ty'allsupposedtoattend

somevirginsceremonyifsomesort

everyyear"



Lumka:"that'sforZulus."

Me:"God,youwererebellious.Youand

BontlesameWhatsAppGroup"

Zintle:"Bontleandrebelliousinthe

samesentence?Never"

Bontle:"iguessmarriagetamedme"

Lulama:"metoo".Thandiwewason

herphonethewholetime,shewas

notengaginginanyconversation



withus.Shelookedbored.

Me:"soThandiwe,howlonghaveyou

andSivuyilebeentogether?"

Thandi:"3yearsithink"hereyeswere

stillgluedonthephone.Wait....ifmy

mathsiscorrectthatmeans

Thandiwecouldhavecheatedon

SivuyilewithLulama'shusband.

Me:"Lulamayouneverreallysaidif

thathoesleptwithyourhusbandor

not"



Lulama:"ohh,notheydidn't.Thehoe

arrivedinmyhousewearingalong

coatwithnothingunderneath.She

thoughtmyhusbandwasgonnabe

homealone,butlittledidsheknow

thatmyhusbandhadalreadytoldme

abouthertexts"

Bontle:"Texts?"

Luluma:"okaythisiswhathappened.

Ugirlwasmyfriend,soIintroduced

hertomyhusbandastohownormal

friendsdo.Ugirltookthatasan



opportunitytocheckmymanout,she

startedtextinghimwithadifferent

number,sendinghimnudes,her

pussy,tryingtoflirtwithmyman-this

wholetimeLereko(herhusband)was

showingmethesetexts,wewere

confusedbecausewedidn'tknowto

whomthenumberbelongsto.Soo-"

justlikethatThandiwedecidedto

standupandleaveanditconfirmed

mysuspicion.

Me:"howdidn'tyouknowwhoitwas

ifshewassendingnudesandall?"



Luluma;"shealwaysusedtohideher

face.Soonthatday,shetextedmy

husbandtellinghimthatsheknows

he'salone,sinceIwasjusthaving

lunchwithher.Myhusband

forwardedmethemessageofher

tellinghimthathe'scomingover.

InsteadofgoingbacktoworklikeI

hadtoldherIwould,Idrivestraight

home.Andtherewashercarinthe

driveway,Igotinandtomyhorrorshe

wassittingonMYcouch,rubbingher

filthypussywhileMYmanwas

watching.Ihaveneverinmylifefelt

soangry,soIdidwhatanynormal

womenwoulddo"



Me:"youwalkedaway?"Theylooked

atmelikeIhad5heads

Lulama:"hellno!Ibeatherup.Ibeat

hertillmyhusbandstopedme-she

tookahandbagandleftmyhouse.

ThefollowingdayIcalledLumkaand

toldherthatweneedtosetabitch

straight,sowewenttoherhouseand

beatherupwithsjamboksoverand

over"

Lumka:"mindyouIdidn'tevenknow

whatshedid.Iwasjustsupporting



mysister"welaughed

Lulama:"tillthisday,Ihatethatbitch.

AndworstofallIhavetodealwith

hernowfortherestofmylife-well

that'sifmybrotherdoesn'tdivorce

hersoon"Iknewit!

Bontle:"Wait,woah!Backtrackalil

bit,youaretalkingaboutThandiwe?"

Lumka:"theoneandonly"

Bontle:"woah!Doesyourbrother



knowaboutthis?"

Lulama:"nooneknows.Notevenmy

parents.Theywouldhatehereven

more"

Zintle:"nowyouknowhalfofthe

reasonswhyIhateher"

Me:"half?"

Zintle:"yeah.Thandiweisabitchby

nature-shesleptwithmyboyfriend

lastyear,shewantedtosleepwith



Lulama'shusband-shedatedboth

yourbrothers.Allinthespaceofa

year"

Lumka:"andmybrotheristoblindto

seethatshe'snotagoodperson"

Me:"he'sinlove."

Lulama:"esshe,phikona?Mxm"Just

thenThandiwalkedbackin.We

carriedonconversingandpaidno

attentiontoher.Fewminuteslater

Sivuyilewalkedinandhelookedabit

tiredanddrunk



Sivuyile:"okayparty'sover.Ineedto

sleep"hethrewhimselfonthebed

Thandiwe:"you'resleepinghere

tonight?"Shelookedhorrified.

Lulama:"itstheirweddingnight,what

didyouexpect?"

Thandiwe:"Ithoughtyouweregonna

sleepinmybedtonight"

Lumka:"wellhe'snotkesisi"Sivuyile



wastoodrunktopayattentionto

whatwashappening.Honestly

speakingIwantedhimtogoand

sleepwithThandiwe.I'mnotreadyto

shareabedwithhim.

Lulama:"let'sleavethenewlyweds

people.Byeguys"Thandiwas

reluctanttoleavebutLumkapushed

hertothedoor,mysistergavemea

kissbeforeleavingthenshe

whisperedinmyear:"Don'tforget

whatwetaughtyou",shethinksIam

goingtohavesexwithhim?Nonever.

God,whydidhehavetocomehere.I

triedtounzipmydress,butIwas



struggling.

Sivuyile:"youknowyoucanjustask

metohelpyouright?"OhIthoughthe

wassleeping

Me:"ithoughtyouwereasleep".He

stoodupandmadehiswaytome-

theheunzippedthedress.

Sivuyile:"whydoyoustillhaveiton?

Theweddingendedawhileago"he

spokeveryclosetomyear,inavery

softmanner.Icouldfeelhiswarm

breathhittingmyneck.



Me:"*Ahem*.Thegirlsdidn'twant

metotakeitoffasyet"Isaidwhile

movingawayfromhimsothatthe

couldbespacebetweenus-he

chuckled.

Sivuyile:"mmh,Isee.Youlooked

beautifultoday,youstilldoeven

withoutthemakeup"Ihadalready

washedthemakeupoffmyface

Me:"Thanks.Youdidn'tlookbad

either"helaughedabit-averymanly

laugh.



Sivuyile:"ThanksIguess".Wekept

quietforabit,butIcouldfeelhiseyes

onme.

Me:"uhm...couldyoupleasestep

outsideforaminute,Ineedtochange

intomypjs"

Sivuyile:"youjokingright?"

Me:"no"

Sivuyile:"aibo,Lunathi.It'scold



outside.Yousawthatitwasraining

afterthewedding."That'strue.

Me:"illbequickthen"

Sivuyile:"Youareactuallyserious

aboutthis?"Ikeptquiet."I'm

defeated".Hewentoutside,Iquickly

changedoutofmydressandintomy

silkshortnightdress-andno,itwas

notplanned.Ionlyhaveshortsilk

nightdressesandmomtoldmebring

themsinceitwasgoingit'ssummer.

InowIregretdoingthat,lookatthis

solutionIaminnow.Ineedtocome



upwithaplan.ThinkTumi,think.

Bingo!Itookthesmallblanketthat

wasintheroomandwrappedit

aroundmywaist.

Sivuyile:"areyoudoneyet?"Shit!I

thoughtheleft.

Me:"uh..justasecond"

Sivuyile:"hurryup,I'mfreezingout

here".

Me:"youcancomein"heentered.He



lookedabitpissed.

Sivuyile:"thatwasveryunnecessary"

Me:"sorry"hechuckled,thenhe

startedlaughingreallyhard.

Sivuyile:"andthenitshali?Areyou

thatcold?"Ilookedatmywaist.

Me:"mxm.Goodnight."Iswitchedoff

thelights,whilehewasstilllaughing.

Sivuyile;"Hawu,Istillwanttoundress"



Me:"itsnotthatdark."

Sivuyile:"Iyoh!"Iheardsomeshuffling

thenafewminuteslaterhegotinto

thebed,veryclosetome.Mindyouhe

wasonlywearinghisboxers.Imoved

awayfromhim,hecamecloseragain.

WedidthatuntillIfelloffthe

bed,whichmadehimlaughsome

more.Ijuststoodthereuntillhe

finishedlaughing."Sorry"

Me:"couldyoustopgettingcloseto

me"



Sivuyile:"I'mcoldandit'syour

fault,soyouhavetokeepmewarm"

whatthehell."Comeonnawethink

aboutit."Ibitmylowerlipabit-Ido

thatwhenIamnotsureabout

something.

Sivuyile:"don'tdothat"hesaidina

whisper

Me:"dowhat?"

Sivuyile:"biteyourlip.Youmakingme



getahardon"WTF?

Me:"youhaveawife"

Sivuyile:"youarealsomywife"

Me:"onlybyname"

Sivuyile:"youdoknowthatsomedayI

willhavetofuckyousothatyoucan

haveaminime,right?"WTFiswrong

withthisguy?"I'mfeelingcold.You

knowwecouldtalkaboutthiswhile

inbed,it'scold"



Me:"wehavenothingtotalkabout"

Sivuyile:"thesooneryouacceptyour

reality,thebetterforus"he'ssococky.

Heopenedthecoversandpattedthe

space."Comeonwife".Ishookmy

headandgotonthebed,hecovered

mewiththeblanketsandcuddledme.

Me:"God,whatnow"Iwhispered

Sivuyile:"couldyoupleasetakeoff

thisblanket.It'sgivingme



unnecessaryheat"Haibo.

Me:"Ithoughtyousaidyouarefeeling

cold?"

Sivuyile:"iam,butit'smakingmefeel

warminaveryuncomfortable

manner"

Me:"uzobastrong"Iclosedmyeyes.

Sivuyile:"ComeonLunathi"hewas

unbucklingitalready



Me:"whatareyoudoing"

Sivuyile:"itoldyouit'smakingme

uncomfortable,andasyourhusband

youshouldobeymewifey"God,he

saidinaverysillytone.Hepulledoff

theblanketandthrewitonthefall

thenhegotclosertome."Now,Ican

sleepcomfortably"hewhispered,he

breathwashittingthebackofmy

neck,mypantywasfeelingabitwet.

Me:"whatever"

Sivuyile:"tellmeaboutyourself"



Me:"Now?"

Sivuyile:"yeah."

Me:"itslate,weshouldsleep.Ineedto

wakeupearlytomorrow"

Sivuyile:"comeon."

Me:"fine.Whatdowannaknow?"

Sivuyile:"yourgoals,yourchildhood-



welltechnicallyyouarestillachild."

Me:"wellobviously,Iwanttogoto

varsitynextyear.Iwanttobea

psychologistoradoctororlawyer.

Anythingthatwillmakememore

moneyreally"hechuckled.

Sivuyile:"I'maqualifieddoctor.We

canbothbedoctors"

Me:"iamjoking.Iamreallypationate

aboutbeingapsychologist,Ireally

lovehelpingpeople.PlusIamagood

listener-evenifIdosaysomyself."



Sivuyile:"anyacceptanceyet.?"

Me:"yeah,UKZN,UFSandWits"

Sivuyile:"wheredoyouwannago?"

Me:"uhh,initiallyIwantedtogoto

UKZNbutmyfamilydoesn'twantme

tobefarawayfromthem,andalso

thesituationdoesn'tallowmetobe

away.Ialsodon'twanttogotoWITs

becauseofobviousreasons-Thabo."

Hechuckled"I'mjusthopingthatUJ



willacceptme"

Sivuyile:"Soyouwilldopsychologyin

UJ?"

Me:"yep.ButIappliedforlawthere,so

thatmeansduringregistrationIwill

havetochangetopyschogy"

Sivuyile:"seemslikeyoualreadyhave

yourfutureplan"

Me:"yep."



Sivuyile:"So...doyouhavea

boyfriend?"WhatshouldIsay?

ShouldIlie?

Me:"nope.I'veneverhadaboyfriend

before"

Sivuyile:"woah!Sothatmeans

you....youcan'tkiss?"

Me:"Icanhawu!"Isaidinadefensive

tone.

Sivuyile:"Youcan't"



Me:"Ican"Iwasbeinghonest.

Thankstospinthebottle-weusedto

playthatinclass.

Sivuyile:"proveit!"Saywhatnow?

Me:"ehh,how?"

Sivuyile;"kissme"wahlanya

Me:"youjokingright?"



Sivuyile:"no."

Me:"ithinkweshouldsleep"

Sivuyile:"why?YouscaredthatIwill

knowthatyouareasloppykisser?"

Aibo.

Me:"I'mnotasloppykisser"

Sivuyile:"asisaidbefore,proveit".

Me:"ialreadydid,infrontofthe

pastor"



Sivuyile:"icouldn'tjudgeyouthen

becauseIwasoverwhelmedbyalot

ofpeople.Idon'tevenrememberit"I

wasabithurtbythat.

Me;"mxm"

Sivuyile:"comeon.AfterthatI

promiseyouwillleaveyoualone".

Ahhwhatthehell.Iturnedandfaced

him,he'sfacewasclosetomine.I

leanedinandsodidhe,ourlipa

startedmovinginthesamerhythm-

noIwasn'tabouttoputmytonguein



there.Hepinchedmyribsabitwhich

mademegaspandthatallowedhim

tomanuvourhistongueinmymouth

butIstilldidn'tbreakthekiss,Iwent

withtheflow.Icouldtasteabitofthe

alcoholinhismouth.NextthingI

knowhewasontopofmestill

kissingme,Iquicklycamebacktomy

senseswhenhewastouchingmy

thigh.Istopedthekissbuthewas

stillontopofme.

Me:"areyousatisfied?"Icouldfeel

hisbulgeonmystomach.



Sivuyile:"whydidyoustop?"

Me:"youweregettingcarriedaway"

Sivuyile:'what'swrongwiththat?"

Me:"youareheavy"inablinkofan

eye,heflippedmeover.Hewasnow

onthebottomandIwasontop.

Sivuyile:"Ididn'tsayweweregonna

havesex"

Me:"whatifIwanttohavesex"Isaid



afterafewminutesofsilence.Don't

lookatmelikethat.Here'sthething,I

havealwayswantedtolosemy

virginitytosomeoneIwasn't

emotionallyattachedto,sothatwhen

theyleavemeIwouldn'tfeelanyhurt.

IsawhowhurtBontlewaswhenher

virginbreakerlefther,Imighthave

beentoyoungbutIcouldseehow

hurtshewas.Soitwouldn'tbeabad

ideatoloseittoSivuyile,afterallhe

wasmyhusbandanditwasour

weddingnight.

Sivuyile:"what?"



Me:"uh...forgetIsaidanything"Itried

togetoffhimbutheheldmythighs

restrainingmefromgettingoff.

Sivuyile:"areyousureyouwanttodo

this?"

Me:"that'swhatIsaidmos"

Sivuyile:"Areyousuresuresure?"

Me:"lookSivuyile,ifwedon'tdothis

now,Iwillgetaboyfriendandhewill



betheonewhowillbreakme"before

Icouldevenswallowmywordshe's

lipswerealreadygluedtomine.He

flippedmeoveragain,andIwason

thebottomagain.Hestopedand

lookedatmeintheeye.

Sivuyile:"iwantyoutotellmethatthis

iswhatyouwant"

Me:"iwantit".Hekissedmeagain,he

waskissingmeinaveryhungryway.

Icouldfeelthathewasalreadyhard.

Thenhestartedkissingmy

neck,suckingonmyboobsthenhe



wentallthewaydowntomynana.It

wasaveryforeignthingtome,Iwas

alsofeelingsometypeofway.Just

ashewasabouttokissmy

nana,somethinghitmymind.Hehas

awife.

Me:"ahhh....waitwait"hepulledhe's

headup."Wecan'tdothis,youhavea

wife."

Sivuyile:"youarealsomywifenje"

he'svoicewasdeephoarse.

Me:"stillthatwon'tstopherfrom



tellingbetrayed,let'sjustsleep."He

sighed

Sivuyile:"fine!"Hewaspissed,but

uzobastrong.Hemovedtohisside

andweslept.Thandiwewaspartof

thereasonwhyIstopedhim,Ialso

rememberedwhatmybrotherssaid

andIwasalsoscaredofdoingthe

deed.IdriftedoftosleepwhileIwas

battlingwiththosethoughts

.

.

Iwaswokenupbysomething

rubbingmynana,itwasSivuyile.He



wasbreathingdownmyneck.Idon't

knowwhathappenedbutIfoundmy

selfopeningmylegsabitwider,he

sawthatasanopportunity.Soonhis

headwasbelowme,hetookofmy

pantythenhestartedsuckingmy

nana.Iwasmoaningsohard

becauseIamnewtothis.Hecame

uptomyfaceandkissedme.Next

thingIknowhisboxersareoff,Ifelt

histhingonmystomach,hefelthuge.

No,I'mnothavingsexwithhim,my

brotherswillkillmeright?.

Me:"mmmh,stopSivuyile"



Sivuyile:"whybaby?"Hewaskissing

myneck.

Me:"wecan'tdothis"

Sivuyile:"I'llbegentle,Ipromise.Iwill

justputthetipin"

Me:"No....ahhh..mmmh"hecame

backtomylipsandkissedmewhile

wasrubbingmynana.

Sivuyile:"lookatmebaby"myeyes



wereclosed.Hetriedenteringthe

firsttime,buthedidn'tsucceed.Iwas

stillsayingno.Becausemymindwas

tellingno.Butmyheart,soulandbody

wereyes.NextthingIfeltwasavery

painfulpop.Iscreamedoutloud.He

kissedmetoshutmeup-Ithink.

Sivuyile:"sorry,itsjustatip.Lookat

me"wellitdidn'tfeellikeit.He

startedmovingslow,itwas

painful,justasitwassubsidingit

startedagain,Iguesshewaspushing

morein.Hestartedmovingagain,he

increasedthepaceabit-nextthing

pleasurestarted.Iwasmoaningand



screamingouthisname,helooked

likehewasenjoyinghimselfandso

wasI.Ineverexperiencedsomething

likethat.

Sivuyile:"comeformebaby"next

thingIknow,somethingexploded

frommynana,Iwasscreamingin

pleasure.

Me:"ahhh....yes....ahhh....mmmmh....a

hh"

Sivuyile:"iamcomingbaby!Ahhh,"he

groanedandcameashecalledout



myname...Hedidn'tmovehis

position.Hewasstillontopofme

andhisanacondawasstillinme.

Me:"move,youareheavy"asusualhe

flippedmeoverandwechanged

positions-Iwasontop.

Sivuyile:"that'swasamazing"

Me:"maybeforyou.Itwassore,plusI

keptsayingno,butyoudidn'tstop.

That'srapeyouknow?"Helaughed



Sivuyile:"youwantedit.YousaidI

shouldstopbutyoukeptonopening

yourlegswider."Istartedmovingon

him"mmmh,don'tdothatyouwill

wakeupthelilman".Ididn'tlistento

him.WhenIfeltlikejuniorwasup,I

startedmovingjusthowmysister

andZintletaughtme.Heseemedto

beenjoyingitbecausehewas

groaningandandmoaning.Ifelthim

tenseup,that'smeanshe'saboutto

come....right?Istartedtwerkingon

him,thenIwouldstop.Iwouldtwerk

andstop,takeitoutandputitbackin

again.Itwaseasiertodothat

becauseitwasn'tallin.



Sivuyile:"baby,stopahhhteasing"I

didn'tlisten."Babyplease....please"

hewasbeggingmehelplessly.I

almostfeltsorryforhim,butI

rememberedthesexlessonsfrom

Zintle.Icarriedontwerkingand

stopping.NextthingIknowIwas

nowonthebottomandhewas

fuckingmesenslessly.Hestopped

thenheturnedmeover,makingme

sleeponmystomachthenhepushed

mybutup,thehehadmefromthe

back.Thiswentonforafew

minutes,thiswebothreleasedatthe

sametime.Heliedonhis



side,breathless.Hepulledmeand

placedmeontopofhim.Andwe

sleptinthatposition.

•

•

•

•

WasSivuyilewrongforsleepingwith

TumibeforespeakingtoThandi?

•

•
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#SexFreak

#SteamySession
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□

□

□

□

Knock!Knock!

"Makoti!Makotivuka!"Youhavegot

tobekiddingme.Marafather

God,whatdidIdotodeservethis?I

meanIjustsleptabout30minutes

agoandalreadyIambeingwoken

up,iyoh.

"Makoti!"Igroaned



Me:"I'mupMah"

MrsD:"Hekentombi,izothathanaka

amanziohlamba(yesgirl,comeand

takeyourbathingwater).Thenuze

uzokwenzelawonkeumntu

ibreakfast(makebreakfastfor

everyone)"JesusChrist.Itookthe

pillowandcoveredmymouthwith

it,thenIletoutascream.GoshIfelt

likecrying.Igotoffthebed,turned

thelightsonthenIwenttoopenthe

door,ouchmyvaginawasreally

painfulIwashavingtroublewith



walking.

Me:"morningmah"shewaslooking

fresh.

MrsD:"morningbaby.Takethewater

andbathketoto."

Me:"thankyouMah"Itookthewater

andclosedthedoorassheleft.Just

asIwaspouringthewaterintothe

basin,Sivuyuledecidedtowakeup.

Talkaboutperfecttiming*sarcasm*.



Sivuyile:"hey"

Me:"hi"Iwassuddenlyfeeling

awkwardaroundhim-mxmwhatam

Isaying?Ialwaysfeelawkward

aroundhim.

Sivuyile:"Whatareyoudoingupat

thistime?Youjustfellasleep2hours

ago"wellthankyouforlettingme

knowtimekeeper.Iwenttomybag

andtookoutmytoiletrybag

Me:"wellyourmomwokemeup.O

re(shesaid)Ineedtomakebreakfast



foreveryone"Ihonestlyfeltlike

crying,Ilovesleeping.

Sivuyile:"what?!It's5:30inthe

morning"

Me:"Iamumakotiandithi?"This

wholetimeIwasn'tlookingathim.

"Uhm...amabouttotakeabath,could

youpleasestepoutside"helookedat

melikeIwascrazy

Sivuyile:"hayuyarakastruu(youare

reallycrazy).Evenafterthe

passionatenightweshared,youare



stillafraidofgettingnakedinfrontof

me?"

Me:"iamnotcomfortableasyet"

Sivuyile:"welltough!It'swaytoocold

outside.Iwilljustcovermyeyeswith

theblanketsthen,butIamnotgoing

outside".

Me:"fine.Nopeeping"hechuckledin

disbelief

Sivuyile:"Fine!"Hecoveredhimself



withthecovers.Istoodonmytoes

justtomakesurethathisheadwas

allcovered.Itookoffmynightand

startedbathing.Iwasabouttowash

myupperbodywhenIfelthands

snakeupbehindmywaist.

Me:"uh.uhSivuyilemarn"

Sivuyile:"ilikehowyoucallmyname"

histonguewasnibblingonmyear

lobe.

Me:"Yourmo-uhhh"hisfingerfound

it'swayintomyhoneypot,Iwasn't



wearinganypantyvele.

Sivuyile;"Youweresaying?"

Me:"mmmh....I'mstillsorefromlast

night"

Sivuyile:"letmekissitbetterbaby"he

pickedmeupandplacedmeonthe

bed,beforegoingdownonme.He

waslickingandsuckingmynana,I

wasstillnotusedtothefeelingIwas

getting.EventhepainIfeltonmy

nanawassubsidingbitbybit,his

tonguewasreallyhealingme-LOL.



Hepulledmetotheedgeofthebed

Me:"Uhhh,mmmmh".Ifeltthetipof

juniorknockingonmydoor,herubbed

itagainstmyentranceslowlybefore

heenteredmesoftly.Hestarted

movingslowly,andasalwaysour

soulsfeltliketheywerebeing

united,itwasasifwewereone.

Sivuyile:"Youfeelthatbaby?Huh?"

Me:"Uhhhyes,yesIdo"Idon'teven

knowwhathe'stalkingabout,butIam

sayingyes.



Sivuyile:"mmmhyourpussyiswarm

andtightbaby.Andit'smine,mine

alonebaby!"Uyahlanyaenwa(he's

crazy).

Me:"mmmh."Heuppedhispace,then

webothcameatthesametime.He

wipedmecleanwiththesheet.

Sivuyile:"thatwasamazing"hekissed

myshoulderaswelaidinthebed

breathless.



Me:"mmmh.GoshIneedtotakea

bath."Iquicklystoodupandtooka

quickbath,therewasnotimetobe

takingaseriousbathafterwastingso

muchtime.IlotionedthenIworemy

lacepenty,mybelowthekneelong

sleeveddress,tiedtheheadwrap,then

Iputthesmallblanketovermy

shoulders,Iworemyflipflops.Iwent

todiscardmydirtywater

outside,afterwashingmypantyfrom

lastnight.

Sivuyile:"youlooklikearealroyal

bride".Iignoredhimandtiedup

aroundtheroom.



Me:"getup,Ineedtomakethebed"

Sivuyile:"youaresorude.What

happenedtoaskingnicely?"Ijust

lookedathim"don'tworryIwillmake

itwhenIwakeup"

Me;"youarestillgoingtosleep?"

Sivuyile:"yeah,it'sstillearly.BesidesI

didn'tgetanysleepafterlastnight,I

justcan'tgetitoutofmymind"he

leanedinforakiss,Ilookedaway"oh



it'slikethatnow?"

Me:"lookwhatwehadlastnightand

thismorningwasjustcasual

sex,nothingmore.Itdoesn'tmeanI

wanttoworkonourmarriageorform

somesortofrelationshipwithyou.I

wasjustgivingyouthelibertyof

beingmyfirst,that'sall."Itookmy

phoneandwalkedtothedoor

Sivuyile:"yoh!Ifeelsoused.Damn

butIlikeit".He'sstupid.Ijustshook

myheadandwentout.

.



.

Thekitchenlookedsocleanandit

wasHUGE,itwaswhiteincolour,with

atouchofGold.I'mjustgladthatit

wasclean,imagineifIhadtocleanit

afterhavingsuchaneventyesterday.

IswearIwould'vepackedmybags

andhitchedhikebacktoJoburg.I

startedmakingbreakfast,whichwas

asimpleFarmhousebreakfast.It

wasabuffetkindofstyle.Exactly

aftertheplacingthejuiceonthe

table,MrsDfollowedbymy

mom,Bontle,Lulama,Lumkaand

Zintlewalkedin.



MrsD:"wowbabythisisperfect.I

didn'tthinkyouwouldgoallout.I

thoughtyouweregonnamakea

simplemaizemealporridge"shesaid

withahugesmile.

Me:"thankyouMah"

Bontle:"thisishowsherolls.She

goesbigwhenitcomestomaking

food,especiallybreakfast"

MrsD:"iamnotreallyabreakfast

person.Ijustmakeporridgefor

everyone"



Lumka:"andpeoplewonderwhyI

alwayseatoutforbreakfast"we

laughed

MrsD:"nzakuphoxa".

Mom:"where'syourhusband?"No

oneanswered"Punkie!"

Me:"ohhyouaretalkingtome?He's

stillintheroom"I'mstillnotusedto

havingahusband.



Mom:"wellbaby,dishupforhimand

takethefoodtohim"

Zintle:"ayeyeMakoti!"Igaveher

deathstare.

Me:"hahMama.Uhthefoodwillget

cold"

MrsD:"heheheshe'salready

protectiveoverherhusband,she

doesn'twanthimtoeatcoldfood"

wellthat'snotthereason,butIwillgo

withit.



Mom:"goandwakehimupheeh

baby,tellhimbreakfastisready"

hebathong,doesbeingaMakoticome

withsomesortofcompensation-

nyana?Imeantheamountofwork

thatwedohlebathoismassive.I

slowlywalkedoutofthekitchentogo

andcallthissocalledhusbandof

mine.Iwasstillhavingtroublewith

walking,butitwasnotthatbad.I

don'tthinkpeoplewillnotice,right?.I

metSivuyilejustasiwasaboutto

reach'ourroom'.



Sivuyile:"uyaphi?(whereareyou

going?)"

Me:"icametocallyou,breakfastis

ready"Irolledmyeyes.

Sivuyile:"mmmh,ngokuamehlo

atheni?(what'swrongwithyour

eyes?)"Thisguymara.Insteadof

answeringhimIjustwalkedbackto

thekitchen(MainHouse).

Lumka:"aibo,uphiumkhwenyana?"



Me:"he'sco-"heentered"nangu"

Sivuyile:"morning"theygreetedback.

MrsD:"Yourfatherandyourfriends

arealreadyinthedinningroom"

Sivuyile:"ngokubendisithi

ndizohlambabeforendisitya(Iwanted

totakeabathbeforeeating)"

MrsD:"justgoandsitdown"

Sivuyile:"iyoh!Umamakeyena(mom



though)"

MrsD:"mka(Go)"justthenThandi

comedownwearingherveryPink

longdress,forthefirsttimeever,she's

actuallywearingalongdress.

Luluma:"woah!AmIdreamingor

something?Somebodypleasepinch

me"MrsDpinchedher"ouchmama,I

didn'tmeanliterallypinchme"we

laughed

Lumka:"Thandiwe,youareactually

wearingalongdress?"



Thandiwe:"Yeah.Iambeingagood

bride"shesaidwithafakesmile.

Lulama:"canIpleasetakeapictureof

this?IneedtorememberthisuntilI

die"

MrsD:"khaniyekeomnye(leaveher

alone).WenaLulama,dishupforyour

husband"

Lulama:"hahmama,uMakotiukhona"

shewinkedatme.



MrsD:"yeey!Umntuuphakelaindoda

yakhe.Iamalsodishingformyman

andsoisMaThabang(thatwasmy

mom)"

Lulama:"iyohuMama"shetooka

plateandstarteddishingforherman.

MrsD:"Lunathi,dishupforSivuyile"

Me:"ohh,IthoughtThandiwasgonna

dothat"



MrsD:"youthoughtwrongkedarly.

Ninasingleladieswilltakethe

remainingfoodtothetableandthe

singlemenwilldishforthemselves"

welaughedatthatpart,thiswoman

though.Wedidasweweretold,then

wetookthefoodtothedinningroom.

Thabang:"hah,suchapartheidmara.

Sobecausewearenotmarriedwe

havetodishupforourselves?"

Nkazimulo:"Nohumanityatall"

Sivuyile:"don'tletmomhearyousay



that"momandMrsDwerealready

backinthekitchen.

MrD:"youknowwhatthatmeans

rightgentlemen?Youneedtoget

hitchedsoon"theylaughed.

Thabo:"Zintlecouldyoupleasedish

upforme?"

Thabiso:"Aibo!"

MrD:"Haike,Thabohasalready

chosenhiswife"welaughed.



Dad:"awwMakotiwaka,dishupfor

hissinglebrotherstoo"Zintlewas

blushingoneway.

.

.

Iwasnowwashingthedisheswith

thehelpofLumkaandZintle,Bontle

andLulamaweresittinginthe

counter,whenBontledecidedtodrop

abombshell

Bontle:"Punkie,didyouusea

condom?"Ijustfroze.



Zintle:"condom?Forinimanje?"

Bontle:"don'ttellmethatyoucan't

seefromherminiduck.walkthatshe

becameawomanlastnight"I

managedtolookaroundtoseeif

Thandiwasintheroom,luckilyshe

wasno.Thegirlsstartedscreaming

andrejoicing.

"Heeyninaniyangxolamarn!(youare

makingnoise)"



Lulama:"sorrymom!"Sheshouted

back.

Bontle:"so?"

Me:"sowhat?"

Bontle:"didyouuseacondom?"

Me:"uhmNo!"ThegavemeTHE

looks."Everythinghappenedsofast,I

wastakenbythefeelingIforgotto

askhimtouseit"theylookedatme

thentheystartedlaughing,Iwas



confused.

Bontle:"don'tworrynanaIknowwhat

youmean.Butnexttimedon'tbeso

careless,makesureyouusea

condom"shetookoutsomething

fromherpocket"takethis".Itwasa

pillwrappedinatoiletpaper.

Me:"what'sthis?"

Bontle:"anemergencypill.Itwill

preventyoufromgetting

pregnant...fornow"Iquicklydrankit,I

can'tbelieveIwassocareless.



Me:"Anddon'tworryitwon'thappen

again"

Lulama:"whatwon'thappenagain?

Havingunprotectedsexorhavingsex

nje?"

Me:"havingsex,Iwon'thavesexwith

Si-"Iquicklykeptquietwhen

Thandiweenteredtheroom.

Lumka:"uthulelani?(whyareyou

keepingquiet?)"IpointedatThandi



withmyeyes

Lumka:"mxm"Thandiwentstraightto

fridge,tookanapplethensheleft.

Me:"anywaywhatarewedoing

today?"

Zintle:"youmeanwhatareWEdoing

today,don'tincludeyourselfboo"

Me:"hah!Why?"Wewerealready

donewiththedishes



Bontle:"aibowhatdoyoumeanwhy?

Youhavetostaybehindanddoyour

wifelyduties"

Lulama:"besideswecan'tbewalking

aroundwithyoulookinglikethat"

Me:"iwillchangemyoutfitthen"

Lumka:"momwouldliterallymurder

you.Youhavetowearlikethatforthe

durationofyourstayhere"

Bontle:"anywayswearegoingto



someshopping,maybewatcha

movieandhavesomelunchoralso

explorePE"

Zintle:"andtonightwearehittingthe

club.....Withoutyouagain"they

laughed

Me:"youguysaresomean.One

wouldswearthatyesterdaywasn't

mybirthday.Comingtothinkofit,no

onewishedmeahappybirthday

yesterday"

Zintle:"don'tlieBooty,wesangforyou



lastnight."

Bontle:"maybeshewantedacake

with18candles"theylaughedagain

Me:"vele,that'swhatI'musedto"

Lulama:"haywethu,justconsideryour

weddingcakeasyourbirthdaycake

too"welaughed.

Me:"howoldareyouagain?"

Lulama:"ndizakuqhwaba"welaughed.



Bontle:"let'sgogirls"

Lulama:"Zintlegogetoutbagsinmy

room"

Zintle:"eehwhyme?"

Lulama:"causeyouaretheyoungest"

Zintle:"no,Bootyis.She'saDecember

baby"



Lulama:"phelaLunathiisnotcoming

withus.Idon'twanttospiteherby

askinghertofetchourhandbags"

mxm.Zintlequicklyranupthestairs

tofetchthebags,shecamebackin

notime.Idecidedtowalkthemout.

Me:"soveleguysyouareleavingme

behind?"Iaskedastheyweregetting

inthecar

Lumka:"ubuthisiyadlalana?"They

laughed.

Lulama:"suworrawethu,uzosalanoK



wakho(don'tworry,youwillremain

withyoursister-wife"they

laughed,veryloudthistime.

Me:"niyaphaphashame".

Them:"Bye,girl!"Theydroveoffthe

palace,withaguardsfollowingthem

inanothercar.Damnthisisgonnabe

aboringlongday.Iwentbackinside

anddecidedtogoandjointheold

ladiesinthelounge,buttheywere

talkingaboutgrownupstuffwhich

boredmetothecore.



Me:"uhhMa,isthereanythingIcando

inthishouse?Anyhousechore"

MrsD:"don'tworryaboutthatbaby.

Wehavemaidsthatdoeverythingin

thispalace"Gosh,whatamI

supposedtodointhispalacehee?.

Wherearemybrother,maybeIcango

chillwiththem.

Me:"oh,wellwherearemybrothers?"

Mom:"asyoucansee,allthemales

arenothere.TheKingisshowing

themaroundtheKingdom"howI



wishItaggedalong.

Me:"mmhokay."Isighed.

MrsD:"what'swrongbaby?Whereare

thegirls?Youlookbored"

Me:"theywentout.Theysaidthey

won'tgoanywherewithmelooking

likethis."Thetwoladiesdecidedto

laugh.Itwasreallynotfunnyshame,I

washonestlyannoyed.

Mom:"maybeyoucangoandjoin



Thandiweinherroom,gettoknowher

abitsinceyouaregoingtobeliving

withher"I'mnotgonnadothat,Istill

feelguiltyaboutlastnightandthis

morning.

Me:"mmmh"again,I'mnotgonnado

that.WherewouldIevenstartedwith

havingaconvowithher,maybeit

wouldgolike'ohhey,whatisour

husband'sfavouritefood?'Imagine!

Awkward!

Me:"I'llbeinmyroomifanyone

needsme."



Mom:"okayPunkie.Anddon'tworry

aboutlunchIwillprepareit,becauseI

knowyougonnaendupfalling

asleep."

Me:"noyoudon'thavetomama."I

wasworriedabouthowMrsDwas

gonnaviewthis.Idon'twanttobe

labeledasabadMakoti,nothankyou.

MrsD:"don'tworry,sheinsists."I

guessshesawthelookiwasgiving

her.



Me:"ohokaythen."Istoodupandleft

formyroom.Manthisroomfeelsso

empty,nahit'sjustboredom-Lol,the

bedwasnotevenmade,thishusband

ofoursthough.Aftermakingthebed

ItookoutmyLaptopanddecidedto

watchamovie,Ioptedfor'Girls'Trip'.

Itwasactuallymakingmefeelmore

sad,itwasmakingmethinkthatIgot

piedbythegirls.Imeandidthey

reallyhavetoleavemebehind.

●

IguessIfellasleepwhileinthose

thoughtsbecauseIwaswokenupby

Sivuyileshakingmegently.



Me:"mmmh"

Sivuyile:"whyareyousleeping?"

Me:"I'mtired."

Sivuyile:"wakeup"

Me:"mmmhmmh"

Sivuyile:"pleasewakeup,I'mhungry

andI'mbored"



Me:"goandchillwithyourfriends"

Sivuyile:"I'mhungry"

Me:"mymomistheonewhocooked"

Iwasgettingannoyed.Idon'tlike

beingwokenup.

Sivuyile:"iwantmywifetodishupfor

me"

Me:"welltellThandiwetodothat!"I

snapped,Iwasreallyannoyed.Firstly



itwasthegirls,whodecidedtocut

meoutoftheirdayplansandnow

thisonedecidestowakemeupfrom

mysleep.

Sivuyile:"woah!Whopissedyouoff?"

Me:"MyPrince,Ijustwanttosleep

tuu"

Sivuyile:"wellcouldyouatleastsitup

straightandlookatme"Iwaslying

onmystomach.Isatupstraight.

"Haibo,wereyoucrying?"



Me:"No!Uhmmyeyesareabitsore"

Ilied

Sivuyile:"don'tlie.Theylookpuffy,and

thatcanonlymeanyouwerecrying.

Whathappened?"

Me:"Wellthegirlsdecidedtogoout

todayandtheyleftmebehind"

Sivuyile:"that'swhyyouarecrying?"I

nodded,hestartedlaughingveryhard.

Hewasevenholdinghisstomach



withtearscomingoutofhiseyes.

GoshIfeltsostupid.Ijustlooked

down,thenhedecidedtostop

laughing.

Me:"areyoudone?"Heshookhis

head,thenhestartedagain.

Sivuyile:"okayIamsorry.Ididn't

meantolaugh.God,youaresucha

crybaby"

Me:"wellthankyouforstatingthe

obviousdearhusband"hechuckled.



Sivuyile:"whydidtheleaveyou

behind"

Me:"wellinsimplewordstheydidn't

wantmetocramptheirstyle"Irolled

myeyesinannoyance.

Sivuyile:"hawu,butyoulookgoodnje"

Igavehimthe'areyouforreal'look.

Me:"mxm,Ilooklikeanoldwoman

whodoesn'thavealife"



Sivuyile:"noyoudon't.Youlooklikea

respectablemakoti"

Me:"wellnoonewantstogoclubbing

witharespectablemakoti"

Sivuyile:"Clubbing?Theywent

clubbingsoearly?"

Me:"no,buttheyareplanningtohit

theclublatertodayandtheyare

leavingmebehind"Igroanedin

annoyance.Helaughed



Sivuyile:"theyreallydon'twanttobe

seenwithyouhey?"

Me:"youlikestatingtheobvioushey?"

Iimitatedhisvoice.

Sivuyile:"idon'tspeaklikethat"

Me:"andamnotlightskinned"Isaid

withafakesmile.

Sivuyile:"yazi,Iwasgonnaspeakto

mysister'sandconvincethemtogo

totheclubwithyou,butsinceyou



decidedtobeMissSmartMouth,I

won't"

Me:"psssh,Idon'treallyneedyour

help.Iwilljustconvincemysisterand

yenashewillconvincetheothergirls"

Sivuyile:"youaresofullofyourself."

Me:"soIhavebeentold"

Sivuyile:"youhaven'tevenaskedfor

mypermissiontogototheclub"



Me:"youknowIwasgonnaask

you,justforthesakeofgivingyou

thathusbandauthority-nyana.Butin

allhonestyIdon'treallycareabout

youranswer,becausewhetheryou

givemeyourpermissionornot,Iam

goingtotheclub"

Sivuyile:"andyouarerudetoo.And

for.thatlittleMrs,youarenotgoing"

Me:"wewillseeaboutthat"

Sivuyile:"ohyeswewill.Iam

planningonplacingaguardoutside



thisdoor,andhewillmakesurethat

youdon'tgoanywhere"ehh,Iquickly

jumpedonmyassandkneeledon

thebed.

Me:"please,pleasedon'tdothat"

Sivuyile:"hah.Whathappenedtoyour

smartmountnow?Huh?"

Me;"I'mbeggingyou.Ijustwantto

celebratemy18thyearinstylehle

batho"



Sivuyile:"youalreadydidthatatyour

weddingyesterday"whydoes

everyonekeeponsayingthat.

Me;"NoIdidn't.Iwasdrinkingjuice

andnon-alcoholicbeverages"

Sivuyile:"ohh,Iseewhatthisisabout.

Youwanttodrinkalcohol"

Me:"no,that'snotit.Ijustwantto

exploretheclubbingscene.ImeanI

justturned18"



Sivuyile:"youaresoyoung.Youare

actually7yearsyoungerthanme"

Me:"idon'treallycareaboutthatright

now.Let'sgobacktotheclubtopic"

Sivuyile:"Youarestillbeingrude.My

answerisnoandthat'sfinal"

Me:"please!"

Sivuyile:"No"

Me:"please!"



Sivuyile:"no!Andstopbegging,that

lookdoesn'tsuityou.Wellunlessof

courseifyouarebeggingforuJama"

Me:"whosethat?"Hetouchedhis

Dick."Euww"helaughed.Igavehim

thepuppydogeyes.

Sivuyile:"thatshitmayworkonyour

brothers,butdefinitelynotonme"

Me:"pleasehlemothowaModimo"



Sivuyile:"iknowsomethingthatcan

changemymind"hegavemeasly

smile

Me:"Andwhat'sthat?"

Sivuyile;"round-nyanaey1fela(give

me1round)"

Me:"ofwhat?Beer?Ohhdon'tworryI

willfetchtheHeinekensixpackright

now.Thatwillcountasoneround

neh?"Helookedatmeasifhewas

sayingareyoudumb.



Sivuyile;"iamtalkingaboutsex

genius"

Me;"hahwahlanya!(youarecrazy).I

toldyouwhathappenedwasaonce

offthing,itwillneverhappenagain"

Sivuyile:"neversaynever"

Me:"wellIjustdid"

Sivuyile:"okayfine,akisske"



Me:"soveleobatlatshotshoyahore

ong'nehevisayahoyaclubng?(so

basicallyyouwantmetobribeyou

beforeyougivemeavisatogotothe

club?)"Helaughed

Sivuyile:"yesthat'swhatIwant.

Nothingformahalasisi"

Me:"Youareevilshame"helaughed

again.

#NewlyWeds

#Makoti
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Thegirlsfinallycamebackfromtheir

outing.Iwassittinginthekitchen

withthemhavingdinner,whilethe

restofthefamilywassittinginthe

lounge,don'taskmewhyweisolated

ourselvesbecauseIalsodon'tknow.

Lulama:"HaykodwaLunathi



uyatefa(butLunathiyouareacry

baby)"

Me:"WhatdidIdo?"

Bontle:"Youtoldyourhusbandthat

weleftyoubehindbecauseyouwill

crampourstyle"

Me:"Thatwhatyouguyssaid"

Lumka:"Wedidnotsaythat...wellat

leastwedidnotsayitlikethat"



Zintle:"Usungazeukhalepho

ntombi?(didyoureallyhavetocry

girl?)"

Me:"Ididn'tcry"

Zintle:"Youdid,phelayourmantold

us"

Me:"he'snotmyman"Imumbled

Bontle:"Whatwasthat?"

Me:"Uhnix.Soyouweresayinghe



toldyouwhat?"

Lulama;"Hewaspissedthatwe

decidedtoleaveyoubehind,actually

hesaidhewasmoreangryatthefact

thatwemadeyoucry"

Me:"hashealwaysbeenadramatic

person?"Theylaughed

Lumka:"veleVuvuisverydramatic.

Amactuallysurprisedthatheonly

questionedwhyweleftyoubehind

insteadofaskingwhyweleftboth

youandThandiwebehind"



Lulama:"mmmmh"

Me:"maybebecauseheknowsthat

youguysdon'tgetalongwithThandi"

Lulama:"ormaybe,hehasfounda

newloveinterest"

Me:"psssh,asif."

"Girlscouldyoupleasecomethis

side"



Lumka;"Iwonderwhatdidwedo".We

wenttothelounge,andtomysurprise

whenweenteredeveryonestarted

singing'happybirthdaytoyou'while

SivuyileandThabowalkedinwitha

bigasscake.

Mom:"weknowthatyourbirthday

wasyesterday,butwethoughtwe

shoulddosomethingspecialforyou

todaysincewewereoccupiedwith

theweddingyesterday"shegaveme

ahug

MrsD:"happybelatedbirthdaybaby"



shealsogavemeahug.

Me:"sonopresentsvele?...I'mjoking.

Thankyousomuchforthis,Ireally

appreciateitanditmeansalotto

me"

Thabang:"YoudeserveitPunkie

Punkie"

Lungani:"that'swhatyoucallher?

Punkie?"

Thabang:"yes.She'sourPunkiepie".



Nkazimulo:"sikaikhekhephela

makoti(cutthecakemakoti)"Itook

theknifefromThaboandcutthe

cakeinhalf.Zintlecamewiththe

plates,Icutthecakeintochunksand

placeditoneveryone'splate.

Dad:"youcancelebrateyourbirthday

howeveryouwantheePunkie.You

arelegalnow"

Me:"really?"Iaskedwithahugesmile



Dad:"Yes"

Mom:"butcelebrateinaresponsible

way"

Lulama:"sowearehittingtheclub

withuMakotitonight?"

MrsD:"Yes."

Sivuyile:"No"

Lumka:"HaiboVuvusubanjalo(don't

belikethat)"



Thapelo:"I'mactuallywithVuvuon

thisone.She'swaytoyoungtobein

aclub"Sivuyilegavehimadead

stare,hejustlaughed.Ithinkitwas

becausehecalledhimVuvu.

Lulama:"She's18people,hello!"She

rolledhereyesdramatically

Lizwi;"so?Itwon'tlookgoodfora

futurequeentobeseeninaclub

somewhere"



Sivuyile:"thepaparazziwillhavea

fielddaywiththat"

Lumka:"OhGod,yourotherwifegoes

toclubseverytime,butthepaparazzi

doesn'tsayanythingaboutthat"

Thabo:"wellthat'sbecauseshe's

unknown"Lumkalaughedoutloud

whileThandiwegaveherastare.

Lumka:"nawenkomondiyawatyasisi"

Lulama:"Youguysarejustcomingup



withirrelevantexcusesrightnow.

AndquietfranklyI'mnothearingyour

plea,sothiscaseisdismissed"

we(girls)laughed.

Sivuyile:"Dadtellthemthatit'snota

goodideaforLunathitogotoaClub"

MrD:"Awwcomeonson,shejust

turned18.Shedeservestohaveabit

offun"

Lulama:"yes!Tellhimdad!"



Sivuyile;"andwena,who'sgonnalook

afteryourkidwhenyouarebusy

dancingthenightaway?"

Lulama:"hawuukhonauAunty

Thandiwemos(auntThandiweis

here).Plusthiswillbeagood

practiceforwhenshedecidesto

haveababy"

Thandiwe;"excuseyou?I'malso

goingtotheclub.I'mnotgonnastay

hereandstareatthewalls"

Lulama:"umenywengubani?(who



invitedu?)"Theguyslaughed,except

forSivuyileandourdads.

Sivuyile;"sisithat'sunnecessary"

Lereko:"wellhere'sadeal,ifyouguys

wanttogototheclubsobad,thenwe

willcomewithyou"theguys

mumbledinagreement.

Lumka:"heehaysaziyala

ngokuhambanoLunathi(hee,we

sabotagedourselvesbywantingto

gowithLunathi)"



Lizwi:"IagreewithLereko,ain'tnoway

inhellamIgonnaallowmywifetogo

toaClubonherown,theseboyswill

thinkshe'sasinglelady"

Lereko:"exactly"

Lulama:"wehaveringsonourfingers

hlebantu,sotheywon'tcomeany

closer"

Bontle:"Ithoughtthisthingwasabout

Tumi,nowitjusttookawhole



differentturn"

Lereko:"doyoureallythinktherings

willscarethemaway?...uyadlala"

Lumka:"youknowwhat?Let'sjust

forgetaboutthiswholething.Wewill

sithereandstareateachother"me

andZintlegiggled.

Thabang:"wemightaswelldothat

hee"

Lumka:"YouguysruinedLunathi's



night"

Thabiso:"otlabastrong(shewillbe

strong)"MyGod.

MrsD;"comeonboys,letthegirlsbe.

Letthemgototheclub"

Sivuyile:"ontheirownmama?"

MrsD:"andithitheyhaveguards

followingthemaround?Sotheywill

besafe.Abafuniukuhambanani,so

avoidekani(theydon'twanttogowith



y'all.)"Welaughed.

Lulama;"couldn'thavesaiditbetter

mama"

Sivuyile:"Fine!Theycangoontheir

own."

Themba;"yoh!Kuyaliwakulomuzi

boh.(youguyssuredoquarrelinthis

family)"

Lumka:"they'rejustbeingextranje

wenaaba.Theyhavenobusiness



withgoingtotheclubwithus.Infact

Idon'tevenknowwhytheystarted

thisargument"

Sivuyile:"mxm".Thisisonemessed

upbigfamily.

Lulama:"let'sgogetreadygirls".We

rushedupstairs,Idon'tevenknow

whereIwasgoingbecausemyroom

wasoutsidebutIwentupanyway.I

decidedtojoinZintleinherroom,well

sheactuallypulledmeintoherroom.

Zintle:"weactuallyboughtyouan



outfitfortonight.WellBontlepaidfor

itandIchoseit."Shetookouta

Edgarsplasticandgaveittome.

Me:"ahhthanks.Ireallyneedtothank

Bontle.SoamIalsogonnafreshen

upinthisroom?"

Zintle:"hellno,youhaveyourown

room"

Me:"ohGodno.It'stoofar,besides

thehutdoesn'tevenhaveabathtub."



Zintle:"I'mnottalkingaboutthehut

dumbdumb.Lulamasaidyouhavea

roomhereinthemain

house,apparentlyyouwereonly

meanttosleepinthathuttheday

beforeyourweddingandonyour

weddingnight"

Me:"ehhwhy?"

Zintle:"Idon'tknow.Maybebecause

wedidn'twanttohearyouand

bhutizahavingsexonyourwedding

night"Ijustflushedwith

embarrassment."Whathappenedto



notgivinghimthecookieanytime

soon?"

Me:"itjusthappenedbruh"

Zintle:"mmh"

Me:"doyouthinkItookagood

decision?"

Zintle:"bywhat?Givinghimyour

virginity?"

Me:"yeah"



Zintle:"wellheisyourhusband,soI

guessitwasnotabadchoice."

Me:"butIfeelsoguilty"

Zintle:'guilty?Why?"Shewas

confused

Me:"hehasawife,andIwillingly

openedmylegsforhim"

Zintle:"aiboBooty,heisalsoyour

husband.Youarealsoentitledtothat



dickasmuchasmysister"Ilaughed

lightly

Me:"WellIguessyouareright"

Zintle:"so....doyouhavefeelingsfor

him?"

Me:"what?Ofcoursenot.Itwasjust

sex,that'sall"

Zintle:"mmmh,isitnow?"

Me:"yep.Letmegoandgetready.



Whereismyroom?"

Zintle:"it'satthefarend,onyourright"

Me:"seeyousoonbabe.".Ilefther

roomandwenttomine.Itwasso

big,itwaswhiteandgoldin

colour,hadabigwalkinclosetandan

ensuite,bonuswasthatithasa

balcony,withabeautifulviewofthe

XhosaKingdom....

"Beautifulviewneh?"Iwasstartled.I

turnedonlytofindSivuyilestanding

there.Iwalkedbackinside



Me:"youscaredme"

Sivuyile:"sorry.It'sactuallymore

beautifulinthemorningcauseyou

canseeitcleary"Iwasconfused"the

viewthatis"

Me:"Well,IthinkIlikethenightview

more."Hechuckled"anywaywhatdo

youwanthere?"

Sivuyile:"Iforgothowrudeyouare.I

broughtyouthese,theywillhelpyou



withthepaindownthere"hehanded

mesomebathingsalt,Iopeneditand

smeltit.

Me:"smells,nice.Thanks"

Sivuyile:"soveleandiyifumanila

lamaza?(soamreallynotgettingthat

kiss?)"

Me:"No!Ifyouwantakissgotoyour

wife"

Sivuyile:"I'mstandinginfrontofher



nje"

Me:"wellyourotherwife"hechuckled.

Sivuyile:'butamcravingyourlipsnot

hers"

Me:"welltoughluckheeabuti"

Sivuyile:"onekisswon'thurt"

Me:"no!"



Sivuyile:"comeon"hewaswalking

closertome,somehowmyfeetfelt

liketheyweregluedtothefloor

becauseIwasn'tmoving.

Me:"no"itcameoutasawhisper

becausehewasalreadycloseto

me,holdingmebythewaist.

Sivuyile:"oneqha.That'sallam

askingfor"

Me:"nostringsattached?"Heburried

hisfaceinmyneckwhilechuckling,a

shiverwentdownmyspine.



Sivuyile:"youknowI'mtheonewho

usuallyuttersthosewordstogirls"

Me:"mmh,I'msureyoudo.Let'sjust

getthisoveranddonewith."

Sivuyile:"apla-"Iquicklypeckedon

hislipswhilehewasstilltalking.

Me:'there!Done.Nowifyouwill

excuseme,Ireallyneedtogetready."

Sivuyile:"areyouserious?Apeck?"He



wasstillholdingmywaist.

Me:"yousaid1k-"Ididn'tevengetto

finishmysentencebecausehislips

werealreadygluedtomine,infacthis

tonguewasalreadymassagingmine.

Thisguyisreallyagreatkisser,I

couldn'thelpbutrespondtohis

request.Thekisswentonforafew

minutesuntilIbrokeitwhenIfelt

uJamapokingmystomach,Iquickly

pushedoffme

Sivuyile:"andthen?"Ilookedathis

bulgebeforelookingaway.He



laughed."Hedoesn'tbite,he'salover

notafighter"

Me:"aloverthatIamcertainlynot

interestedinatthemoment"

Sivuyile:"atthemomentneh?"Hehad

asmirkonhisface

Me:"Isaidthat?No....Ididn'tmeanto"

Sivuyile:"I'msureyoudidn't"hewas

stillsmirking



Me:'youknowwhat,justgetout."

Sivuyile:"withpleasure"hewalkedto

thedoor"themomentmightarrive

verysoon"hewentoutleavingme

flushedwithembarrassment.Ididn't

meanthat,itjustslippedout,ordidI?

EyyIdon'tknow,butwhatIdoknowis

thatIdon'twantthatmananywhere

closetome,Idon'ttrustmyself

aroundhim.Aaggrh,letmejusttakea

bath.

Itookalongrelaxingbath-using

Sivuyile'ssaltofcourse.Afterthat,I

woremynewoutfititwasablack



highwaistedjean,anavyoffshoulder

croptopandblackblockheels.Itied

myultratwistintoamessybun,I

toppedmylookoffwithamattedark

purplelipstick.IlookedHOT!I'msure

Iamgoingtofindaboyfriendtonight

-jokes.Iwastakingselfieswhen

Zintlewalkedin.

Zintle:'girl,youlooksexy.Yourbooty

isoutMoghel"

Me:"thankyoubabe.Youalsolook

hot."Shewasinherblackshortoff

shoulderjumpsuitwithnavyblock



heels.

Zintle:'iknowbabe,Iknow"shesmiled.

Me:"youaresofullofyourself.We

areactuallywearingsamecolours"

Zintle:"I'mtheonewhochosethe

outfitsdummy."Sherolledhereyes.

Me:"mxm.There'sahugeassmirror

inthecloset,let'stakesomemirror

selfies."



Zintle:'youandtakingpictures

though"

Me:"hay,youareactuallyworsethan

me."

Zintle:"whatever.Let'sjusttakethese

pics."Wewenttotheclosetandtook

afewpictures."Sendmethose"

Me:"Iwasabouttohawu."Isenther

thepictureviaWhatsApp,wellthat

wasafterIpostedafewonmystatus.

Wewentdownstairsweretherestof



thefamilywasseated.

Lulama:"Finally!Youguyssuredo

taketimetogetready"

Zintle:"itsBooty'sfault.Shewanted

ustotakepictures"

Me:"sellout!"

Lumka:"letsjustgo."Imustsaythe

girlswerelookingveryflytonight.

OoohThandiwasalsojoiningus

tonight.



MrD:"Besafegirls"

Lulama:"theguardswon'tleaveour

side."

WeweregoingtousetheRange

Rover,Lulamawasgoingtodrive-

sincesheisnotaheavydrinker.The

securitydetailwasgoingtofollowus

intheirowncar.

Lulama:"Okay,here'saplan....weare

gonnagototheclub,staytherefora



fewminutesthenleave"

Me:"hawu,why?"

Lumka:'becausetheguysaregonna

followus.Weneedtoditchour

securitydetail,andtheonlywaywe

candothatisbygoingtotheclub

andditchingthemthere"

Me:'howsureareyouthattheyare

gonnafollowus?"

Bontle:'youknowhowyourbrothers



are"true.

Zintle:'wayoveroverprotective"

Bontle:"assoonaswespotthemin

theclub,weslyza(leave/run)"

Thandi:"wherearewegonnago?"

Lulama:"afriendofmineishostinga

partyathishouse,aroundthe

township"

Thandi:"intheghetto?I'mnotgoing



there"

Lulama:"don'tactlikeyougrewupin

thesuburbs.Futhiyoudecidedtotag

alonguninvited,soyouwillgo

whereverwesaygo.Capish?"

Thandi:'whatever"sherolledhereyes.

Fromthereonwardswelistenedto

music,whiledancing-wellwewere

technicallymovingourheadsalong

tothebeat.Thegirlswerebusy

screamingandchantingboma

'wololo'theywerereallyintheir

partyingspirits.



Lulama:"andwehavearrivedladies"

Lumka:"I'msuretheguysarealready

ontheirway"

Me:"sosoon?Insuretheystillneed

todressup"

Lumka:"aibouthiniuLunathi?Those

peoplewerealreadydressedupwhen

weleftthehouse.Theyliedandsaid

theyaregoingtochillatafriend's

house"



Me:"Ididn'tnotice"Ireallydidn't.

Wejumpedoffthecarandwentinto

theclub.I'veneverbeentoaClub

before,butthevibeinherewasLIT.

Lulama:"let'schilldownheresothat

wewillseethemwhentheywalkin."

LulamaledustotheVIPbooth.We

settleddown.

Lumka:"let'shavesomeshooters

sinceweain'tstayingforlong."

Lulamarequestedthebodyguardto



goandgetussomeshooters.Ihave

tastedalcoholbefore,butIhavenever

drankinfrontofmysister.Thebody

guardcamebackwithourshooters

andwedownedthemdown.

Zintle:"Ijustspottedbhutiza!"

Lumka:"What?"Themusicwastoo

loud.

Me:'shejustsawSivuyile!"Ispokein

herear.Shelettheothergirlsknow.



Lulama:"timetoinitiatetheplan!"We

werenowhuddlingup.Sotheplan

waswewouldallgotothetoiletand

exitthroughthewindow-thesegirls

werewildI'mtellingyou.ButIwasn't

goingtofitthroughthe

window,becauseofobviousreasons.

Sowehadtomakeanalternative

plan,whichwasIhavetogooutthe

backdoor.Thiswasgoingtobe

trickybecausethebodyguardwas

goingtobefollowingmearoundthe

wholetime.Bona,theyhaditeasy

becausemalesarenotallowedinthe

female'stoilet.Weputtheplaninto

motion,thegirlsallwenttothetoilet



withtwobodyguards,leavingmewith

one.Ihadtomakeaplantoditchhim.

I'mnotusedtothesekindof

things,I'magoodgirl.Idon'tsneak

around.Myphonebeeped.Itwasa

messagefromthegirlstellingmeto

getout.Istoodupandwenttostand

nexttohim(Bodyguard).

Me:"Uhm,Ineedtoquicklygoup

stairs.There'safriendI'mmeetingup

there"

BG:"leadthewaymyPrincess"



Me:"noit'sfine,I'llbeokayonmy

own."

BG:"Ican'tletyououtofmysightmy

Princess"

Me:"okayfine,followmethen".This

wasgoingtobeharderthanever.I

needtolosehiminthecrowd.We

walkedupthestairs,andluckilyfor

me,itwaswaytoofullupthere.We

couldn'tevenmovethroughthe

crowd.Iuppedmypace,walkinginzig

zagaroundthecrowd.WhenI

couldn'tseehimbehindme,Iquickly



askedtheguythatwasstandingin

frontofmetoshowmetheback

door.Heactuallyaccompaniedmeto

thebackdoor-wellthatwasafterI

gavehimmynumbers.Iwentoutthe

backdooronlytofindmygirls

waitingformebehindit.

Lulama:'whydidyoutakesolong?

Knowwhatnevermindthat.Let'sgo

beforetheyrealisewearen'tinthe

toilet.Werushedtothecaranddrove

off.Myphonedecidedtoringand

disturboursinging.



Lumka:"ifit'sanyoftheguysdon't

answerit"

Me:"it'sanunsavednumber.Maybe

it'sthatguyfromtheclub"

Lumka:"ohh"

Me:"hello"

Caller:"areyoustillattheclub?"It

wasdefinitelynottheguyfromthe

club,itwasSivuyile.Icoveredthe

speaker.



Me:"it'sSivuyile."Iwhispered.

Lumka:"dropthecall."Idid.

Zintle:"whydidyouanswer?"

Me:"Ididn'tknowitwashim."Just

thenThandi'sphonerang.

Thandi:"unsavednumbertoo."

Me:"doesitendwith5543?"



Thandi:"yeah"

Me:"it'shimagain."

Bontle:"justtellhim,wearestillhaving

funintheclub."Thephonestoped

ringing.

Zintle:"thanksGod."Myphonerang

again-Imeanreally?.

Bontle:"spoketoosoon"



Lulama:"waitletmeturnupthe

volume."Sheblastedthemusicup.

Me:"Yes."

Sivuyile:"whydidyouhangupon

me?"

Me:"Iwasn'thearingyoubecauseof

thenoise.ButIaminamorequieter

placenow.Whatdoyouwant?"

Sivuyile:"youguysstillattheclub?"



Me:"yep."

Sivuyile:"mmmh.Havefunanddrink

responsibly."Thecarhadalready

stoped

Me:"mmmh.Okaybye"Ihungup

beforehecouldsayanything.

Thandi:"whatdidhewant?"

Me:"hewasjustaskingifwearestill

attheclub?"



Lulama:"Gosh!Youknowwhat....let's

justswitchallourphonesoffand

leavetheminthecar."Wedid.

Me:"doesn'tthiscarhaveatracker?"

Lulama:"Lumkadisableditearlier

today.She'sanITgeek."

Thandi:"thishouseismassive."

Me:"beautifultoo"

Lumka:"alrightlet'spartythenight



awaybitches!!"Wegotoffthecar

andwentinside.Itwasafullhouse.

Lulama:"Troysaidwewillfindhim

outside.Followme"wefollowed

behindherandsheledusoutsidethe

housetothepoolarea,itwasn'tthat

fullthere.Justabunchofguysanda

fewgirls.Atallhandsomedarkguy

metushalfway.

TallGuy:"ohhlookatthat.Theroyal

blooddecidedtograceuswiththeir

presencetonight!"



Lulama:"awwshutuptroy."They

sharedahug,healsohuggedLumka.

Troy:"Iseeyou'vebroughtmefresh

meant"

Lulama:"handsoffTroy.They'reall

taken."

Troy:"Ionlysee3peoplewithrings

here,thatmeanstheother3is

available."

Lumka:"Pssshplease.Whereismy



man?"

Troy:"followme."Wefollowedhimto

thecouchwhereagroupofguys

weresitting.

Guy1:"AwwRoyalty.Wemustbe

specialtoday."

Guy2:"Freshmeat!"Theseguyshave

thesamebraincellsshame.

Lulama:"Wassupdumbasses"



Guy3:"Theratchetwifeisback"they

laughed.Theyfistbumped.Wesat

down.

Guy2:"introkaloku"

Lulama:"uyaphapha.Thesearemy

girls,bavakatshile(they'revisiting).

NguBontle,Zintle,Thandiand

Boitumelo"awwshedidn'tintroduce

mebymymakotiname?Awesome.

Guy1:"WellhelloBontle"



Lulama:"hay,offlimits."

Guy1:"sincewhen?"

Lulama:"thisisadifferentbunch

tshin.Anywaythatidiotrightthereis

Mncedisi,thenwehave

Siya,Bulelani,SizweandMfundo.You

alreadyknowTroy.Thesearemy

highschoolfriendskeguys"

Bulelani:"ohhhighschoolqha?What

aboutVarsityandnow?"



Lulama:"andithinditshoubasadibana

phina(I'mjusttellingwherewemet)"

Lumka:"whereisLamlani?"

Mncedisi:"Thatpussy.Hesaidhe's

onhiswayanhourago."Theywere

reallyallgoodlooking,buttheywere

nomatchtoSivu-....GodwhyamI

evencomparingthemtohim.Ineeda

drink.

Sizwe:"whatareyoudrinkingladies?

Wine?StrongBow?"



Bontle:"doyouhavevodka?Or

Henessymaybe?"

Mncedisi:"awwu,mytypeofgirls.Iwill

sortyouguysoutrightnow."He

stoodupanddisappereadintothe

house.

Troy:"Iheardyourbrothergot

marriedagainthisweekend"

Lulama:"yeah.ButIdon'twannatalk

aboutthat"



Mfundo:"whyyoudon'tlikethegirl?"

Lulama:"Ilovehertodeadeven

thoughIjustmether.Ijustwantto

partyandforgetaboutmybrother

andhusbandtonight"Ncooh.

"LookwhoIfoundtryingtomakeout

withZimasainthekitchen"itwas

Mncedisiwalkingwithadarklooking

guy.Thecrewlaughed.Mncedisiwas

carryinganAbsolutebottle,raspberry

flavoured



Lumka:"reallyLamlani?Youarestill

hunguponthatgirl?"Shelaughed

Lamlani:"shebrokeupwithme

beforeItappedher"MyGod,hisvoice.

Thecrewlaughedagain

Lumka:"wenayouarealostcause

shame."

Lulama:"Ilonggaveuponhim"

Lamlani:"sheowesmehawu"



Siya:"owesyouwhat?Herpussy?"

Theylaughed

Lamlani:"youdamnrightson....Yuuh

andisaloqi,Ididn'tevennoticethese

beautifulmamies.Hello

ngibguLamlanikemna,butyoucan

callmedzaddzy"theguyscrackedup

withlaughter

Bulelani:"esshe,hambadzaddzy."

Lulamatoldhimournames.

Lamlani:"heemajitaniyabonaubandi

special.Ndibethwangespecial



intro(guyscanyouseethatIam

special,Ijustgotaspecialintro.)"

Sizwe:"ohfuckoff."

Lamlani:"Greendoesn'tsuityoumy

man....haynibahlegirls.IthinkIwill

callyouMaroza"Hesatnexttome.

Me:"who?Me?"

Lamlani:"yesyouprettyone."I

blushed.Thisguy'svoiceison

anotherlevel



Lumka:"yeey!Lamlanithat'smy

brother'swife.Sokeepyourhandsto

yourself."Ahhcockblocker.

Lamlani:"haysuxoka(don'tlie).Sheis

nothistype.KalokuuSvitshuthanda

abaabangenandawo

zokubambele(Sivuyilelikesslender

girls.)Yitypesyamkele(thisismy

type)"thisguyiscrazy.

Lulama:"hambojongakwiinternetke

swine.(goandcheckontheinternet)"



Mncedisi:"alreadyonit....Kuthwa:"

ThePrinceoftheXhosaKingdom

tiestheknotforthesecondtime."

Lamlani:"heehayubhutiwakho

uzogqibelaabafazi"welaughed.

Mfundo:"suzifundelakalokubruh.

Bathisifunaukwazi(don'treadfor

yourselfbruh.Wealsowantto

know)"

Mncedisi:"khawumendizoninika

isummarisedversion(Iwillgiveyou

thesummarisedversion)"



Siya:"unjekewena".

Mncedisi:"basicallyitjustsays,this

girlthathewasmarryingisthe

chosenone.Meaningshe'sthefuture

queen.YouknowthattheXhosa

Kingdom'sQueensarealwaysXhosa

anfromtheEasternCaperight?"The

nodded"Wellthisoneisapparently

Sothoandshe'sfromJoburg."

Mfundo:"Wow.Dotheyhavea

pictureifher?"



Lulama:"nankunje,she'ssittingnext

toLamlani"

Siya:"Idon'tbelieveyou.Showusthe

picture."Mncedisipassedthephone

aroundtheguys,theywereall

gobsmacked.

Sizwe:"iyoh!Whataturnofevents."

HegaveMncedisihisphoneback.

Lamlani:"soyouareaMosotho?"I

nodded"Youarereallymytype.I

thinkmyGodssentyoutome."I

laughedandsodidtheguys.



Bontle:"soyouaregonnaignorethe

articleandpicturestheyjustshowed

you?"

Lamlani:"youjustreadmymind"This

guyisnotwellupstairs
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IwassittingandchattingtoLamlani

whilesippingonmydrink.

Zintle,Bontle,ThandiandLulamawere

dancingthenightawayinside.While

LumkawasclingingonMfundo.

Lamlani:"Sowhenarewegoingon



ourdate?"HehasBEENaskingme

outonadate.

Me:"Ican'tbeseeneatingoutwitha

guywho'snotmyhusband."He

chuckled

Lamlani:"ohcomeon.Wewon'tbe

cosy,justaninnocentlunch."

Me:"Ican'thonestly."

Lamlani:"why?Becauseofyour

husband?"



Me:"No,ofcoursenot.Iexplainedmy

situationwithmyhusbandtoyou

nje."

Lamlani:"so,what'sthereason?"

Me:"mybrotherswouldneverallow

metogooutwithyou-withanyguy

forthatmatter."

Lamlani:"theysoundlikean

overprotectivebunch."



Me:"theyare."

Lamlani:"mylossthen....Butthat

doesn'tmeanIcan'thaveyour

numbersmos"

Me:"isthatyourwayofaskingfor

them?"Hechuckled.

Lamlani:"yuuh,uMaroza.CanIplease

haveyourdigits."

Me:"thatwasn'tsohardnowwasit?"

Helaughedlightly.



Lamlani:"mxm.Fak'inambake

Maroro"

Me:"Goshthatname."

Lamlani:"itsuitsyou."Hehandedme

hisphoneandIgladlypunchedinmy

numbers"SavethemunderMaroza."I

did.

Me:"aretheydating?"Iwaslooking

atMfundoandLumka.



Lamlani:"notreally.Theirsituationis

veryunexplainable."

Me:"theylooksoinlove."

Lamlani:"they'rebut,theydon'twant

totelleachother.Justlikeus."I

laughedoutloud,Icouldn'thelpmy

self.

Me:"likeus?"

Lamlani:"yes.YoulovemeandIlove

you,butwedon'twanttoexpressour



feelingstoeachother."Ilaughed

again.

Me:"dudeyouaregettingwayahead

ofyourself."

Lamlani:"can'tblameadudefor

trying.Imeanhaveyouseenyourself

bruh,youareflames.Doyoubathin

milkorsomething?"Iwaslaughing

andblushinglikehell

Me:"stopit.Mycheekshurt."



Lamlani:"Letjusthitthedancefloor.I

can'tstareatyourfaceanylonger

withoutseeingyouinawedding

dress."Ilaughed.Hepulledmetothe

dancefloor.Westarteddancingto

Pakisha-byDladlaMshunqisi.And

thenRihanna'sWorkcameon,Idon't

knowwhatcameovermebutI

startedgrindingonLamlani,twerking

hereandthere.Afterthesongended

Lamlaniexcusedhimself,Icarriedon

dancingwithsomeguy,thenIwentto

joinmygirls.Lamlanicamebackand

joinedus.Iwasreallyenjoyingmy

self,bestwaytocelebratemy18th.

.



.

Itwasaround3amwhenwedecided

todrivebackhome.Wewerenotthat

drunk,butwesuredidenjoyournight.

Wegotbackatthepalacearound

past4inthemorning,wejustwent

straighttoourroomsandslept.

IwaswokenupbySivuyileshaking

mefuriously.

Me:"mmmhmmhWHAT?!"

Sivuyile:"WakeUp!!"



Me:"Haymarn!"

Sivuyile:"WakeUp,andsitup

straight!!"Hesaidthroughhisteeth.I

gotscaredimmediatelyandsatup

straightwhileyawning.Thandiand

Zintlewerealsointheroomsittingon

topofmybed,theylookedabithung

over.

Me:"whatisit?"Helookedscary,butI

stillgatheredthecouragetoaskhim

thateventhoughIwasscared.

Sivuyile:"Yikakayantonile?(whatshit



isthis?)"Hethrewhisphoneontop

ofme,itwasavideoifmetwerking

forLamlani.

Me:"uhm....uh.."

Sivuyile:"nyuhm...nyuh.That'sallyou

havetosayforyourself?"

Me:"wheredidgetthisvideofrom?"

Sivuyile:"that'sallyoucareabout?!

That'sall?!"



Me:"whatdoyouwantmetosay?....

velewhyareyouevenangryabout

this?"MeandThandibothlookedat

him.

Sivuyile:"uhm...uh."

Me:"youaretheonewho's'uhmzing'

now."

Sivuyile:"I'mworriedabouttheimage

ofthisfamily,whatifthisvideomade

ittothepapers?"



Me:"welldidyoufinditonthe

internetorsomewherepublic?"

Sivuyile:"No...b-"

Me:"sowhere'sthiswholeanger

comingfrom?Istilldon't

understand."

Sivuyile:"youknowwhat,let'sforget

thiswholething.Butyouguysarestill

introubleforditchingtheguards

yesterdaynight."Hetookhisphone

andleft,Thandifollowedhim.



Me:"wellthatwasweird."

Zintle:"tellmeaboutit.Idon'teven

knowwhyhedraggedmehere."

Me:"I'mstillsleepy."

Zintle:"metoo.Hewokemeupinthe

middleofmydream."

Me:"I'mgoingbacktosleep."



Zintle:"idon'thavetheenergytogo

backtomybed.I'msleepinghere."

Shegotinanotherthecoversand

slept.

Fewminuteslater,someonewalkedin

singingoutloud.

Me:"mmmhmmmhmmmh."

"Haska!Wakeup!"ItwasMrsD.I

quicklyjumpedandsatonmybutt.

MrsD:"Zintlewakeup!"



Me:"uhm,morningMah."

MrsD:"youmeanafternoon.It'safter

12."

Zintle:"Gosh,Istillfeelsleepy."

MrsD:"servesyourightforcoming

backat4inthemorning."

Zintle:"myheadispounding."

Me:"mybodyhurts."



MrsD:"thatcanonlymeanyougirls

hadfunlastnight."

Zintle:"definitelyMah.Ihaven'thad

suchfuninages."

Mrs:"I'mgladyoudid.Wellfreshen

upkegirls.Noladyshouldstillbe

asleeparoundthistime.AndLunathi

Ineedyoutog9buysomegtoceries

withSivuyile"Shewentout.

Me:"IwishIcouldsleepallday.I



don'tevenlikegroceryshopping."

Zintle:"youdon'tlikeshoppingin

generalnje."Therewasaknockat

thedoor.

Me:"Comein."Twomaidsentered

withmyluggage

Maid1:"afternoonmylady.We

broughtyourluggage."

Me:"thankyou.Youdidn'thaveto

thoughIwasgonnagetthemmy



self."

Maid2:"it'sourjob,mylady."

Me:"wellthankyouverymuch"Isaid

withasmile.

Maid1:"youarewelcomemy

Princess."Theybowedandleft.

Zintle:"letmegoandsleepinmy

room"

Me:"youheardwhatthequeensaid."



Zintle:"haingeke,I'mnottheone

whosegoingtodogrocery

shopping,soallowmetosleep."She

stoodupandleft.Myphonebeeped,it

wasamessagefrommydear

husbandtellingmetohurryup.I

wokeupandmademybed,theIwent

totakeashower.Ilotionedandsat

onmybed,Ididn'tknowwhattowear.

Ididn'twannawearlikeamakoti,yoh

No.Butagainmaybetheystillrequire

metodoso.IdecidedtotextSivuyile

:"WhatshouldIwear?"Mmmh

typing.



Sivuyile:"areyouseriousrightnow?

Wearwhateveryouwant."

Me:"evenifit'sabumshort?"

Sivuyile:"isthatatrickquestion?"

Me:"mxm.ImeanshouldIwearmy

normalclothesorshouldwearlikea

makoti?"

Sivuyile:"Idon'tknow,wearwhatever

youwant."



Me:"youarenotbeinghelpful."

Sivuyile:"justhurryup.Iwanttocome

backbeforethegamestarts."Mxm.I

tosedmyphoneonthebedand

decidedtowearmybluelongoff

shouldersummerdress,andmywhite

sandles,withmyblueseshweshwe

headwrap.Itookmyphoneandwent

downstairs.Sivuyilewasalready

pacingupanddowntheroom....

Me:"wecango."

Sivuyile:"whydidyoutakesolong,yaz



Ithoughtyouweregonnacomeout

lookinglikeBeyonce"

Me:"youaresodramaticandit'snot

attractive."

Sivuyile:"soyouthinkIam

attractive?"

Me:"Youwish."Myphonerang,itwas

anumberIdidn'trecognise.

"Boitumelohello?"

Caller:"awwMaroza"Iblushed



instantly.

Me:"heyyou?"Iwassmilingwidely.

Lamlani:"how'smyprettyonedoing?"

Me:"I'mdoinggreat.Justtiredthat's

all."Sivuyilewaslookingatmethe

entiretime.

Lamlani:"Iseeyoudon'tcareabout

howIamdoing."Ilaughed

Me:"Iwasabouttoaskyouhao.So



howareyoudoing?"

Lamlani:"betternowthatIamtalking

toyou."Iblushedevenmore.

Me:"youaresuchasmoothtalker."

Sivuyile:"canyouhurryupwiththe

call?"Helookedannoyed.

Lamlani:"awwyouarewiththe

husband?"

Me:"unfortunately."



Lamlani:"shucks!SowhenamI

seeingyouagain?"

Me:"Idon'tknowhey.,butbeforeI

leaveforJoburg."

Lamlani:"whenareyouleaving?"

Me:"Idon'tknowyet."Hechuckled.

Lamlani:"kantiMarozawhatdoyou

know?"Ilaughed.Sivuyilewas

gettingevenmoreannoyed.



Me:"uh,lookIhavetogo.Wewill

continuewiththistalklater."

Lamlani:"thehusbandisgetting

pissed?"

Me:"youhavenoidea!"

Lamlani:"okaythen.Byemakoti.And

pleasedosendmeapictureof

yourself,Imissyourbeautifuleyes."

Hehungup,mycheekswereburning

becauseofalltheblushingIwas



doing.

Sivuyile:"really?Yougonnaspeakto

yourboyfriendwhileIamhere?....

Youwillfindmeinthecar."Heleft.

Me:"ehhwhat'swrongwiththisguy?"

Ifollowedafterhim.

Sivuyile:"Doyouhavethegrocery

list?"Ifasteningmyseatbelt

Me:"Ithoughtyouhadit."



Sivuyile:"youweresupposedtohave

it,butyouwouldn'tknowthatbecause

youwerebusyblushingonthephone

toevenhearmomcallingyou."

Me:"calmdowndude.Iwillgoand

fetchthelist."

Sivuyile:"iyeke(leaveit).Iwillask

momtosenditviaSMS."Something

isseriouslywrongwiththisguy.We

droveofftotowninawkwardsilence.

Idecidedtooccupymyselfwith

playingagameonmyphoneuntilwe

arrivedintown,weparkedatSPAR



andwentinside.

Me:"CanIhavethelistplease."He

gavemehisphonewhilehepushed

thebigtrolley.Hewasn'teventalking

tome.Weboughteverythingwe

neededandwenttopay.The

cashierswerebusycomplimenting

ussayingthatwemakeaverygood

couple,IthankedthemwhileMr

grumpyjustsmiledandkeptquiet.

"Sowheretofromhere?"Wewere

nowdrivingoutofSPAR.Hejust

ignoredmeandcarriedondriving.

Jobsoit'slikethatnow?Twocan



playthatgame.Wedrovebackhome

insilence,AGAIN.NotthatIwas

botheredthough,Iwaspeacefully

enjoyingthesoundsofSun-El

Musician'sbeats.Whenwearrived

home,hejustorderedtheguardsto

unloadthegroceriesthenheleft.

Thisguyhasseriousissuesshame.

□

●

□

●

#Jealousy?

#Yes?



#No?

#Maybe?

[2/6,12:18PM]DeeBee:#Chapter18

○

○

●

●

Iwassittinginmyroom,layingonthe

bedchattingtoLamlanivia

WhatsApp,whenmybrothersdecided

towalkinandsatonmybed,Iquickly

lockedmyphoneandputitaway.I

reallymissthem,comingtothinkofit



Ihaven'tspenttimewiththemever

sincewegothere.

Thapelo:"sothisiswhereyouare

hiddingyourself."

Me:"I'mnothiding."

Thabo:"whatdidyousotoyourman?"

Me:"don'tcallhimthat,he'snotmy

man."

Thabo:"whatever.Whatdidyoudoto



him?"

Me:"whatdoyoumean?"

Thabo:"whenheleftwithyouhewas

okay,butwhenhecamebackhewas

pissedoff."

Me:"really?Ididn'tnotice."Lies!

Thabang:"Mmh."

Me:"Where'sLizwi?"



Thapelo:"coopedupinhisroomwith

hiswife."

Me:"sosinceyouguysdon'thaveany

wivesyoudecidedtocomehere?"

Thabang:"yeah,akereyouareour

substitute."Theylaughed.

Me:"isn'tthatwonderful"Isaidwitha

voicefullifsacarsm.

Thabo:"phaphiyos."



Me:"sovelemybrother,whatdoyou

wantfromZintl?"Thapeloand

Thabanglaughed.

Thabo:"meaning?"

Me:"Imeanyouareallupinher

space,forengvele?(forwhat?)"

Thabo:"allupinherspace?That's

nottrue"

Thabang:"ohyesyouare,plusyouare



alwaysstaringather.Youalways

pickafightwithherwhenshe's

around."

Thapelo:"Isensealike"welaughed.

Thabo:"fromwho?Me?Never.She's

waytooyoungforme."

Me:"that'sgoodbecausesheisina

seriousrelationshipwithherlong

termrelationship."

Thabo:"so?"



Thabang:"she'sjustlettingyou

know."Theylaughed.

Me:"whenarewegoingbackhome?"

Thapelo:"wenayouaregoingtoyour

newhome,youwon'tbecomingwith

ustoOURhome"

Me:"Mmh,theemphasisMara."

Thapelo:"hadtobeclear."Ichuckled.



Me:"God,Ican'tbelieveIwon'tbe

stayingatthathouseanymore.All

thosememories."

Thabo:"itwon'tbethesamewithout

you."

Thabang:"yeahneh,nomore

scrumptiousbreakfast."Ipunched

himlightly.

Me:"that'sallyougonnamissabout

me?"



Thabang:"yes"Ipunchedhim

again,helaughed."I'mjokingPunkie

Pie."

Thapelo:"nnashame,Iwillbebyyour

houseeverymorning."Welaughed.

Me:"siesabuti!"

Thabang:"Iguesswecanfinally

moveoutfromhome."

Me:"aibo,whatdoyoumean?"



Thapelo:"theonlyreasonwhywe

werestillstayingtherewasbecause

ofyou,nowthatyougoingtolive

somewherewemightaswellmove

out."

Me:"whataboutmomanddad?"

Thabang:"trustme,theywillbemore

thanhappytohaveusout.Momhas

beentellingustogetourown

apartment."

Thapelo:"accordingtoherwewon't

getwiveswhilewearestillstayingat



home."

Thabang:"imagine?Watseba(You

know)Icouldjustgooutandpropose

toagirlrightnowandshewouldsay

yes."Ilaughed

Me:"confidenceereng

mongwaneng?"

Thabang:"it'sonthehighestlevel"we

laughed.Wetalkedsomemoreabout

differentthings,Ireallydidmiss

spendingtimewiththesebrothersof

mine.Aftertheylefttheroomtogo



watchthegame,Idecidedtovisit

dreamland-wellafteralengthy

phonecallwithLamlani.

●

OhGod!What'swrongwiththese

people,can'tIjusthaveapeaceful

sleepwithoutbeingwokenupby

someone,can'tIforoncewakeupon

myown.

"Lunathi!"ItwasSivuyile.

Me:"whatisitnow?"Ifeltlikecrying.



Sivuyile:"canwetalk?"Hawu.Iturned

tolookathim,hewassittingonthe

edgeofthebed.

Me:"talk?Youwanttotalktome?

Areyousureyouarenotmakinga

mistake?....talkIamlistening."

Sivuyile:"Ijustwantedtoapologise

aboutthewayIbehavedearlieron,it

wasreallyuncalledfor."

Me:"areyousurethatyouarenot

takingdrugs?"Hechuckled"Imean

yourbehaviourtodayis-orwas



rathersuspicious."Helaughed.

Sivuyile:"ofcourseIamnottaking

drugs."

Me:"maybeyoushoulddoarestjust

toconfirm.Whoknowsmaybeyou

aretakingthemunknowingly."He

laughedagain.

Sivuyile:"youarecrazy."Ilaughed."I

thinkyoualsoowemeanapology."

Me:"forengjwale?(forwhatnow?)"



Sivuyile:"answeringyourboyfriend's

callinfrontofme,thatwasvery

disrespectful."Iyoh!He'sfacewas

hard.

Me:"youareright.Ishouldn'thave

donethat.I'msorryanditwon't

happenagain."

Sivuyile:"Good.NowscoutoverI

wannagetin,I'mcold."

Me:"aibo,don'tyouhaveyourown



bed."

Sivuyile:"foronceinyourlifecould

youdosomethingwithoutarguing?"

Mxm.Imovedover,givinghimspace

togetonmybed-hegotinthe

covers."Nowthatwasn'thardnow

wasit?"

Me:"mxm."

Sivuyile:"solet'stalkaboutthis

boyfriendofyours?LasttimeI

checkedyoudidn'thaveaboyfriend."



Me:"he'snotmyboyfriend.He'sjust

someguyImetatthepartywho

happenedtolikeme."Iwaslyingon

mybackandfacingtheceiling,while

hewaslyingonhissidelookingat

me.

Sivuyile:"Doyoulikehimtoo?"DoI?

Me:"Idon'tknow.ButIdoenjoyhis

companythough,he'saveryfunny

guy.Knowshowtomakemefeel

beautifulwithouteventrying."He

clenchedhisjaws



Sivuyile:"youareexaggerating,you've

onlymettheguyonce."

Me:"andhehascalledme2times

today,pluschattingonWhatsapp."

Sivuyile:"mxm.Sohisfromaround

here?"

Me:"yeah.Funnythingisthathecalls

mehiswife.....orhealsogavemea

name."



Sivuyile:"youdoknowthatwhatever

thingyouhavegoingonwithhim

won'tgofarright?"

Me:"didyouhavetoremindme?"

Sivuyile:"justmakingsurethatyou

know."

Me:"IdoknowSivuyile."Irolledmy

eyes.

Sivuyile:"youweretellingaboutthe

namehegaveyou...carryonI'm



listening."

Me:"I'mnotinthemoodanymore."

Sivuyile:"awwcomeon.Iwanttohere

thename."

Me:"wellhecallsmeMa-....whatare

youdoing?"Hewasnibblingonmy

ear,goingdowntokissingmyneck.

Sivuyile:"thename"thisguyiscrazy,I

movedmyneckandpushedhim

away,butthatdidn'tdothedeed



causehecamebacktomyneck

again.

Me:"uh.uhmarnSi-"hecutmy

speechshortbycapturingmymouth

intohis.Thisisthesecondtimehis

doingthis,andImustsayitturnsme

on.Hewasstillkissingmewhenhis

handsfoundtheirwayundermy

dress.

Sivuyile:"whyaren'tyouwearinga

penty?"Heaskedwithasmirk-No

don'tlookatmelikethat,Iwasn't

wearingapentybecausethisdress



wasn'tthetypethatyouwearwitha

penty.

Me:"whyareyourhandsinthere?"He

chuckled.Hewasveryclosetome,I

couldliterallyfeelhisbreathhitting

thesideofmyneck.

Sivuyile:"don'tyouwanttositontop

ofme?"

Me:"what?No!"

Sivuyile:"hawuwhy?...Ilikehaving



youontop"heussoperverted.

Me:"youaresuchapervert."He

laughed.

Sivuyile:"Noyouareapervert.Iwas

justsayingsitontopofmeandwena

youthoughtofotherthings."I

laughedlightly.

Me:"yeahright."

Sivuyile:"youstillowemearound?"I

laughedoutloud.Itwasfunnyhow



quicklyIgotcomfortablearound

him,itjusthappenednaturally.

Me:"youarecrazy."

Sivuyile:"OhMyGod,youjustinsulted

me.That'saveryseriousoffence,you

can'tjustinsultaPrince."

Me:"youaresodramatic.Thatwasn't

aninsult."

Sivuyile:"welltomeitsoundedlike

one."Ilaughedagain."Youhaveto



makeituptome."

Me:"how?"

Sivuyile:"getontopofme?"

Me:"weeeh.I'dratherbepunishedfor

anoffenceIdidn'tcommit."He

laughed.

Sivuyile:"soyouwouldratherwalk

aroundthevillagenaked,thantosit

ontopofmewithyourclotheson?"

Myeyeswerewideopen.



Me:"youguysdothattopeople

here?"Henodded"Youarecruel."

Sivuyile:"geton."

Me:"waitletmetellyouastorythat

mybrotherstoldme"

Sivuyile:"I'msureyoucandothat

whileyouareontopofme."Eehthis

guy.Isighed

Me:"fine!"Igotonhimandlaidonmy



stomach,myheadwasonhischest

whilemyfeetwereonhislegs.Mind

youhewaswearingasweatpantsso

itwasreallyimpossiblenottofeelhis

dick.

Sivuyile:"LocktheDoor."Ihearda

click.,woahwhatthefuckjust

happened?

Me:"whatwasthat?"

Sivuyile:"theDoorlocking."



Me:"whyareyoulockingit?"

Sivuyile:"Idon'twantpeopleto

disturbus....Nowtellmeaboutthe

storyyourbrotherstoldyou?"

Me:"ohhthat?Therewasnostory,I

justwantedtodistractyoufromwhat

youwantedmetodo."

Sivuyile:"thenyousayI'mtheevil

one."Wechuckled.

Me:"SowheredidyouandThandi



meet?"Iwastracingmyfingeronhis

chest,hewaswearingavest.

Sivuyile:"uhwemeetatsomeclubin

town,shewaswithherfriends.Isaw

her....shesawme....therestis

history?"Whatthefuck?

Me:"that'sall?"

Sivuyile:"yeah,prettymuch."Well

that'sashittystory.

Me:"isthatwhatyougonnatellyour



kidswhentheyaskwhereyoumet

theirmother?Isawhershesawme?"

Iimitatedhisvoice,helaughed.

Sivuyile:"No,Thandidoesn'twant

kids."

Me:"youneverknowwhatGodhasin

storeforyou.Shemightgetpregnant

unexpectedly,andonlyrealisethat

she'spregnantat9months."He

laughedagain.

Sivuyile:"thosethingsdon'thappenin

reallife."Hewasstilllaughing.



Me:"theydo.Soyoushouldgetyour

storyright.Iwillhelpyou.Whatdid

youseewhenyoufirstsawher?"

Sivuyile:"Herboobs."Ismackedhis

shoulder"Ouch!"

Me:"mxm.Nextquestion....Whatdid

yoududyoufeelwhenyousawher?"

Sivuyile:"mmmh,no-....Youknow

whatIdon'treallywannatalkabout

thisrightnow."



Me:"youaresuchabore.Sowhatdo

youwannatalkaboutthen?"

Sivuyile:"nothing"

Me:"Sowhat?Weshouldjustsithere

andstareateachother?Wuuh

never,I'mleaving."Iattemptedtoget

upbuthequicklypulledmedown.

Sivuyile:"Iwanttodothis."Hepulled

meuptohisfaceandkissedthe

livingdaylightsoutofme.Histongue



wascaressingmine,whilehishands

wereonmybody,Ididn'twanthimto

stop.Iwasalreadywet,heflippedme

overandgotontopofme.Hemoved

hishandtomynana.

Sivuyile:"youarealreadywet,wetfor

me."Hetookoffmydressfollowed

byhisvest.Heunclipedmybrawhile

hewasstillkissing,thenhetookitoff.

Iwaswaytowetnow,Ididn'twant

anyforeplay.Asifheheardme,he

tookoffhispantsandJamasprung

outlikehelongwantedtobefreed.I

don'tevenknowwhyhewasn't

wearinganyundies,hetookouta



condomfromhispants-andIwas

like,thisbastardcameprepared.He

camebacktome,openingmylegs

withhisknee,hetookbothmyhands

andheldthemabovemyhead,then

hecapturedmymouthwithhis

lips,heslowlypenetratedme.Hewas

movinggently,takinghisowntime.

Mywallswereclenchedaroundhis

dick,itfeltwarm.Theywayhe

thrustingmewasdifferentfrom

yesterday,todayitwasaifhedidn't

wannamissasteporsomething,the

roomwasfilledwithoursmoansand

hisgroans.Noonewastalking.He

wasmovinginandoutofmy



nana,after3morethrustswecameat

thesametime,helookeddirectlyin

myeyesandpulledJamaout,thenhe

retirednexttomeafterkissingmy

forehead.Hestoodupbuttnaked

andwenttothebathroom,hecame

backwithatowelandacondomless

dick-Lol.

Sivuyile:"openup."Hewasunderme.

Hewipedmeclean,hewenttothe

bathroomthenhecamebackto

cuddlewithmeinbed.

Me:"whatwasthat?"Iwasstillfeeling



weak,thatwasaverydifferent

session.

Sivuyile:"thatwasournostrings

attachedbusiness."Welaughed."Did

youenjoyit?"Iblushedandcovered

myfacewiththeblankets.He

laughed"Iwilltakethatasayes.Do

youwanttogoagain?"Isheserious?

Me:"uya-....Wehavetowakeupand

godownstairs."

Sivuyile:"whyshouldwe?I'menjoying

myself."Ikeptquietforabit.



Me:"Idon'twantyoutofallforme."I

wasnowserious.

Sivuyile:"whatifItoldyouit'salready

late?"Iwidenedmyeyes."I'm

joking,don'tflatteryourself.Youare

notreallymytype."Welaughed,wellI

laughedandhechuckled.

Me:"ohisitnow?"

Sivuyile:"yes."



Me:"buthonestly,wehavetokeepour

feelingsincheck.Youalreadyhave

someoneyoulove."

Sivuyile:"Ilo-..."'Gotabedwithyour

nameonit,yournameonit'-thatwas

myphoneringing,itwasMrsD,I

answereditandplaceditonloud

speaker.

Me:"Mah?"

MrsD:"heybabyareyouwith

Sivuyile?"Sivuyilewasaboutto

answerwhenIclosedhismouthwith



myhand.

Me:"ah,noMah.Ihaven'tseenhim

sincewecamebackfromtheshops."

MrsD:"Couldyouquicklycheckinhis

room,maybehisthereandtellhim

thatdinnerisready.Iwantyouboth

downherein5minutes."

Me:"okayMah,Iwillchecknow."

MrsD:"okayToto."Shehungup.I

removedmyhandfromhismouth.



Sivuyile:"areyouashamedofmemy

lady?"Ilaughed."Man,Ifeellikea

sideniggathat'sbeinghiddenfrom

thehusband."Ilaughedsomemore.

"Yourlaughisverycute."Eyecontact!

Mystomachhadbutterflies,myheat

waspoundingandmypalmsfelt

sweaty.Itlastedforatleastaminute

butIquicklybrokeit

Me:"yeah,uhmIthinkyoushouldgo

downstairsnow."

Sivuyile:"ohhyeah."Hegotoffthe



bedandworehisclothes."You

coming?"

Me:"yeah,Ijustneedtotakeaquick

shower.Idon'tsmellsogood."

Sivuyile:"ishouldalsotakeone"we

startedateachotheragain."Uhm...in

myroom.."

Me:"ofcourseinyourroomhawu."He

chuckledthenheleft.Wellthatwas

awkward.Iquicklywenttothe

bathroomandtookaquickshower,I

woremydressagain,fixedmyhair



thenIwentdownstairs.Thefamily

wasalreadyseated,Sivuyilewasalso

there.Theonlyavailableseatwas

betweenZintleandLulama.

Lulama:"Yousmellfresh."Shesaid

whenIsatnexttoher.

Zintle:"yeah.Didyoujusttakea

shower?"Theywereabitloud.

Me:"what?No."

Zintle:"butyousmelllikesoap"



Me:"uhm...mustbefrommyhands."

Zintle:"ohhh."Shuuthatwasclose.

Wehadanicequietdinnerwiththe

familyandSivuyile'sfriendsandit

wasannouncedthatweweregoing

backtoJoburgthedayafter

tomorrow-Icouldn'thavebeenmore

happier,butmyhappinesswasshort

livedwhentheKingmentionedthatI

wasmovinginwithSivuyileand

Thandiwe.Nowthat'sthepartI

wasn'tlookingforwardto.

□



□

□

□

#TheyHaveDoneItAgain!

WhatdoyouthinkofSivuyileand

Lunathi's'nostringsattached'

relationship?
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Afterdinnerpeoplestartedleaving

onebyone,Ialsodecidedtoleave.I

wasabouttoreachmyroomwhenI

heardabitofshouting,itwascoming

fromThandi'sroom,thedoorwas

slightlyopen.Idecidedtoeavesdrop.

Thandi:"eversincewegothere

Sivuyileyouhaven'tspentsome

qualitytimewithme.Youarealways

aroundher!"Waitthisisaboutme?

Sivuyile:"whatdoyouwantmetodo?!

She'salsomywifedamnit!"Oh

yes,it'saboutme.



Thandi:"onlyonpaper!Idon't

understandwhyyouhavetospendso

muchtimewithherwhileIamhere.!

It'sasifIdon'texistinyourlife

anymore!"

Sivuyile:"comeonbaby,it'snotlike

that.Iamonlyspendsomuchtime

withher,justtogethertobe

comfortableaboutthissituation.You

knowit'snotanidealsituationand

she'sveryyoungontopofthat.Ijust

wanttocreateahealthyfriendship

withher,sheisafterallgoingtobe



stayingwithus!"

Thandi:"awwbullshit!Youwanther!

AdmititSivuyile!Youlikeher."

Sivuyile:"Nobaby!Idon't."Thatstung.

Thandi:"awreally?Thentellmewhy

doIalwayscatchyoustaringather?

Mmmh?"

Sivuyile:"staringather?"

Thandi:"yesSivuyile!Notonce!Not



twice!Alotoftimes."

Sivuyile:"that'snottruebaby.Idon't

likeher!WhywouldIlikeherkodwa

baby,wedon'thaveanythingin

commonandmostofthetimeout

convosfeelforced."Thisbastard!My

tearswereclosetofalling.

Thandi:"thenexplainwhyyouare

alwaysstaringather?!"

Sivuyile:"ahhthingisshe'savery

beautifulgirl,youcanalsoseethat!"



Thandi:"don'tpatronisemeLeon!"

Sivuyile:"I'mseriousbabe.Iwasjust

admiringnothingmuch.Ionlyhave

eyesforyoubaby,she'sanon-factor

inourlivesandinmyheart.She'snot

reallymywife,shetheancestors'

wife."Myeyeswerewet.

Thandi:"Ihopeyoumeanthat."

Sivuyile:"Idobaby"



Thandi:"wait!BeforeIgiveyouthe

cookieandIneedtoaskyou

something"

Sivuyile:"askanythingbaby"

Thandi:"Didyousleepwithher?"It

wassilentforafewminutes"ohmy

Godyoudid!"

Sivuyile:"No,No.Ididn'tbaby!Iwould

neverputyouthroughthat."

Thandi:"Idon'tbelieveyou."



Sivuyile:"Iambeinghonestbabe.

She'snotevenmytype.YouknowI

likemygirlssmallandpetite."

Mncwaa.

Thandi:"sothatmeansIcantrustyou

aroundher?"

Sivuyile:"ofcoursebaby.Nowcome

hereletmegiveyousomeloving."I

heardamoan,Iturnedandwalked

backtomyroomwithtears

streamingdownmyface.Ijustthrew

myselfonthebed.Idon'tevenknow



whyIwascrying,butIguessthe

thingshesaidtomewerereally

hurtful.Idon'tcareabouthimsaying

hedoesn'thavefeelingsforme,but

hedidn'thavetotakeitfarbysayingI

amanonfactorinhislifeandthatI

amnothistype-thatIamtoofatfor

him,nowthatwasthelaststraw.I

decidedtostopcrying,Itookoffmy

dressandworemynightdressthenI

dozedoffwithtearsinmyeyes.

●

IwokeuptoamessagefromLamlani

askingtoseemetoday,atsteers.I

justdeletedthemessageandhis

numbers,Iwasn'treallyinterestedin



anyguysatthemoment,whatSivuyile

saidreallyknockedmyconfidence-I

don'tknowwhy.ImeanheonlysaidI

amnothistype,notthatIamnoone's

type.Ijustfeltsofat,Ifeltlikenoone

wantsme.God,whyusthisaffecting

melikethis!

Iwenttotakeaquickshowerand

rockedmymakotisignaturelook.I

wentdownstairstomakebreakfast

foreveryone,Iwasnotinthemoodto

makesomehecticbreakfast,Ijust

madeeggs,breadandbacon.WhileI

wastakingouttheplatesSivuyile

walkedin,myheartinstantlydropped.



Sivuyile:"Heyyou"hehadthisbug

smileonhisface,guesshegotitall

lastnight.

Me:"Hi."Isaidcoldly,hissmile

immediatelydisappeared.

Sivuyile:"What'swrongwithyou

today?"

Me:"nothing."Itooktheplatestothe

dinningtableandwentbacktothe

kitchen,hewasstillstandingwhereI

hadlefthim.



Sivuyile:"areyouokay?Areyou

feelingwell?"Hecameclosetome

andtouchedmyforehead,Iquickly

pushedhishandoffme"OkaynowI

amconvincedsomethingiswrong."

Me:"likeIsaid,there'snothingwrong.

I'mjuststressedaboutsomething."

Sivuyile:"doesn'tthat'something'

haveaname?"

Me:"Itsnoneofyourbusiness."He



cameclosetome.

Sivuyile:"maybeournostrings

attachedbusinessmightmakeyou

feelbetter."

Me:"I'mnotinthemode."Ipushed

himoff.

Sivuyile:"Awwcomeon."

Me:"keng?(What?)Ithoughtyourtype

wassmallandpetitegirls."Helooked

abittakenbythatstatement.



Sivuyile:"Woah.,whatdoyoumean?"

Me:"ImeanIthoughtyousaidIam

toofatforyou."

Sivuyile:"Ididn'tsaythat.Where'sall

ofthiscomingfrom?"

Me:"mxm"Itriedleavingbuthe

pulledmebacktohim."What?"

Sivuyile:"uyaphi?(whereareyou

going?)Wearestilltalkingandithi"



Me:"hawu,youwanttotalktome?

Wena?Ithoughtconvosbetweenus

feelforced?"Heclosedhiseyesthen

heopenedthemagain."Nowifyou

don'tmind,canItakemynonfactor

selftothedinningroom?"Helooked

atme"thankyou."Iwalkedaway

fromhim.

Sivuyile:"Wait."Hismomwalkedin.

Me:"morningMah."



MrsD:"morningmybaby.Howdid

yousleep?Youreyesarered."

Me:"I'mfineMah,justaminor

headache."

MrsD:"Sivuyilegivehersome

headachepillsafterbreakfast."

Me:"I'mnotreallyhungryMah,soI

willjustgobacktobed."

MrsD:"youhavetoeatsomething."

Sivuyilewasquietthisentiretime,he



wasjustlookingatme.

Me:"Idon'tthinkIwillstomach

anythingatthemoment.Ijustwant

tosleep."

MrsD:"ohyoupoorthing,getsome

sleep.Sivuyilewillbringthetabletsto

yourtoyourroom"ohhellno!Idon't

wannaseehisfaceagain.

Me:"OkayMah.Breakfastisalready

onthetable."



MrsD:"youaresick,youshouldhave

letthemstarve."Ilaughed,shewent

tothedinningarea.

Me:"justsendthetabletsupwith

Zintle,Noneedforyoutocometomy

room."Hewasabouttosay

something,butIlefthimstanding

therewithhismouthopen.WhenI

gottomyroomItookoffmy

shoes,tookmylaptopandwatcheda

moviewhileunderthecovers.

AnhourlaterZintlewalkedinwitha

bottleofpills,shegotinunderthe

coversandplacedthepillsonthe



headboard.Wesatinsilencefora

fewminutes.

Zintle:"talktome.What'swrong?"I

justletmytearsflow,shehuggedme.

Me:"hesaidIamanonfactorinhis

life,hesaidconversationsbetweenus

arealwaysforced."

Zintle:"who?Lamlani?"

Me:"No!Sivuyile......Youknowwhat

hurtsthemostisthathesaidIam



toofatforhim."

Zintle:"What?!Heactuallysaidthat?!"

Inodded.

Me:"myconfidenceisknockeddown

rightnow.Ithoughtwewerebuilding

agoodfriendship,butIcan'tbe

friendswithsomeonewhosayssuch

hurtfulthingsbehindmyback.My

heartisbroken."

Zintle:"wellguesswhatheisalsoa

nonfactorinyourlife,don'tlethim

bringyoudown.Don'tlethimbuildup



thewallsthatweworkedsohardto

breakdown.Don'tlethimpolluteyour

mindwithstupidwords.Youarenot

fat,youblessedwithflesh,youare

beautifullythick.Thereforeyou

shouldembraceyourcurvesbaby.Do

youknowhowmanygirlwouldkillto

haveabodylikeyours?"

Me:"youareonlysayingthattomake

mefeelbetter."

Zintle:"I'mserious.Wellletmespeak

formyselfIwouldkilltohaveabody

likeyours,Idon'tenjoybeingabroom



stick."Ichuckledinbetweentears

"Girl!Haveyouseenyourass?No

matterwhattheysayaboutyour

body,oksalayoeverythingyouputon

suitsyou.Youhaveabangingbody

babe,don'tletanyonetellyou

otherwise-especiallythatstupid

Prince."Ismiled,Iwasfeelingawhole

lotbetter.

Me:"youjustknowexactlywhatto

saytomakemefeelbetter."

Zintle:"youreallyshouldstartpaying

meforthat.I'malwayscheeringyou



up."

Me:"wellthat'syourjobasmybest

friend.Unlessyouwanttobe

demotedfromthatposition?"

Zintle:"heeh,trydoingthatwena.Iwill

sureyouflames."Ilaughed."I'mthe

onlybestfriendyouwilleverhave,I

willmakesureofthat."Ilaughed

again.

Me:"Gosh,yousoundlikean

obsessedlover."



Zintle:"wellIguessIamanobsessed

bestfriend."

Me:"sowhatnext?Yougonnastalk

meandtrackmyeverymove?"we

laughed

Zintle:"Iloveyousomuch."

Me:"ahh,Iloveyoutoobabe.And

thankyouforthis."

Zintle:"Iwillalwaysbehereforyou.



There'snoescapingme."Ilaughed.

Me:"mmh,Ifeellikehavingsomeice

cream.Chocolateicecreamtobe

exact."

Zintle:"hah,youwantyourbrothersto

seethatyouareheartbroken?Then

theywistartaskingquestionsthat

youwon'tbeabletoanswer."

Me:"aggh,Ihaveforgottenhow

everyoneknowsthatIalwayseat

chocolateicecreamwhenIamsad.

ButIamcravingsomethingthat



tastesnice."Wekeptquietforawhile.

Zintle:"ohwait!Bontlehassome

chocolatecookiesinherroom."

Me:"youknowhowcrazysheisover

hercookies.Shewon'tgiveus

some,Nomatterhowmuchwebeg."

Zintle:"whosaidanythingabout

askingforthem?"Shewasgivingme

thenaughtyeye.

Me:"ohhhhellno!I'mnotgoingto



stealhercookies.Youremember

whathappenedthelasttime?"

Zintle:"awwcomeon,shewon'tknow

thatit'sus.Therearealotofpeople

inthispalace."

Me:"mmmhNo."

Zintle:"comeon."WellIamcraving

forsomethingnice,sowhythehell

not.

Me:"okay.Butyouaretheonewho



willgointheroom,Iwillguardatthe

door."

Zintle:"DefinitelyNot!Thelasttime

wegotcaughtyouweretheone

standingatthedoor.Sothistimewe

arereversingroles."

Me:"don'tlie.Wegotcaughtbecause

youweretakingalotoftimeinthe

room."

Zintle:"Whatever.Let'sjustgetthis

overwith."Wewalkedoutofmy

roomandwenttoBontles.Wewere



nowstandingatthedoor,Iwasabout

toenterwhenZintlepulledmeback.

Me:"What?"

Zintle:"IthoughtIwastheonegoing

in."

Me:"hawu,youaretheonewhosaid

wearereversingroles."

Zintle:"butwedidn'tconfirmon

anything."



Me:"sowhydoyouwanttogoin

then?"

Zintle:"idon'tknow,ahhmaybe

becauseIamtheonewhoknows

whereshestashedthem."Sherolled

hereyes.

Me:"mxm.Whyareweeven

whispering?"

Zintle:"Idon'tknow.Ourbackare

evencrouched."Westoodup

straight,lookedateachotherthenwe

laughed.



Me:"wearesostupid."Wewerenow

speakingnormal."Okay,let'sdothis.

Do-.."Justthenthedoorjust

opened"ohhHeysisi."Shehadher

armsfolded.

Zintle:"God,youlooksopretty.Isthat

anewlipstick?"

Bontle:"ItsZambuck."

Zintle:"Ohhh,Icanseethat."



Bontle:"Whatdoyouwant?"

Me:"hawu,wejustcametoseehow

mybeautifulsisterisdoing"

Bontle:"mmh,I'msure."

Zintle:"yeah,wejustwantedtosee

howyouwere."

Bontle:"hawu,yousawmeat

breakfastmos."

Zintle:"iknow,IguessIdon'tgettired



ofseeingyou."

Bontle:"nicetryguys,Iknowwhaty'all

cameherefor."

Me:"andwhatisthat?"

Bontle:"mycookies."Welookedat

eachotherpretendingtobeshocked.

Me:"us?Comeon,never."Shegave

measternlook."Okayfine,yougot

us."



Bontle:"Iknewit.Unfortunatelyfor

youguysIjustfinishedoffthelast

cookie."

Zintle:"allthatplanningfornothing."

Bontlelaughed.

Me:"WhatamIgonnadonow?I'm

reallycravingforsomethingnice."

Bontle:"youcangotothestorethat's

downthehillandbuythoseredchilli

snacks."



Me:"theysellthosethere?"

Bontle:"yeah.Iwenttobuythem

yesterday."

Me:"andyoudidn'tbringsomefor

me?Ohokay."

Zintle:"stopbeingababy,andlet'sgo

tothetuckshop."

Me:"Couldyoupleasegiveussome

moneyforthesnacks?"



Bontle:"Youliketroublingmeneh?"

Me:"ifIdon'tthenwhowill?"

Bontle:"mxm"shewentbackinthe

roomandcameoutwithaR20note.

"Bringbackmychange."

Zintle:"whatchange?Therewon'tbe

anychangehere."Bontlejustclosed

thedooronourfaces.

Me:"letsgoandinformthequeen

aboutourwalk."Wewenttothe



Queenwhowassittingwithmymom

andtoldthemthatwearetalkinga

strollaroundtheneighbourhood,they

wantedustotakeaguardwithbutI

managedtotalkthemoutofthat.We

wenttothetuckshopandboughtthe

snacks,4packetseach.Zintlewas

stillwaitingforthechangewhenmy

phonerang,itwasanunsaved

number.

Me:"hello"

Caller:"Turnaround."Lamlani!I

turnedonlytofindhimleaningona



caracrossthetuckshopwithhis

anklescrossed,hehadasmileonhis

face.Zintlecametome.

Zintle:"whatthehellishedoinghere?

Didyoucallhimhere?"

Me:"what?Ofcoursenot!"

Zintle:"mmh,Ihopeso."

Me:"what'sthatsupposedtomean?"

Zintle:"nothing.GotohimIwillwait



here."Iwenttohim.

Me:"whatareyoudoinghere

Lamlani?"

Lamlani:"wuu,suchaharshwelcome

Maroza.Aren'tyougonnagiveme

somesugar?"Hehadhisarmsopen,I

didn'twanttodisappointhim,I

huggedhim."Sohowareyou?"

Me:"Imgoodandyou?"

Lamlani:"wellconsideringthefact



thatyoublockedmeon

WhatsApp,I'mdoingreallygood."I

chuckled.

Me:"ohyeah,that."

Lamlani:"yesthat.Soareyougonna

explaintomewhathappened?"I

shookmyhead.

Me:"itsalongcomplicatedstory."

Lamlani:"ihaveallthetimeinthe

world."



Me:"wellIdon't.Ican'tbeoutofthe

palacefortoolong,andIsureashell

amnotsupposedtobeseenstanding

withastrangemanapartfromthe

Prince.Whatwillpeoplesay?"

Lamlani:"wellyouwilljusttellthem

thatIamyourhusbandfromthecity."

Ilaughed

Me:"liketheywouldbelievethat.Ona

seriousnotedude,whataredoing

here?"



Lamlani:"dude?DamnI'mdeepinthe

friendzonemos"thisguy."Icameto

seeyou,andithiyoujustdecidedto

blockmesoIstartedgettingworried

thatmaybeIdidsomethingwrong,I

wassodepressed."

Me:"hahinaspaceof3to4hours?

Youaresuchaliar"webothlaughed.

Lamlani:"I'mseriousMaroza,Inearly

wenttothedoctorandaskhimto

prescribesomeanti-depressantsfor

me."Ilaughedevenmore.



Me:"suchadramaking."

Lamlani:"weehmxm.I'vemissed

you,moreespeciallyyourdance

moves."Hewinkedatme.

Me:"Pervert!Youknowthosedance

movesgotmeintroublewiththe

Prince.Hesawavideoofmedancing

foryouandboywashemad."

Lamlani:"ohhIsawthatdarkskinny

girltakingavideo."Hesaidlikeitwas

nothing



Me:"whichgirl?"

Lamlani:"theonethatwaswith

you,shewaswearingapinkshort

dress."Thandiwe!

Me:"OhGodwhyamInotsurprised."

Lamlani:"whoisshevele?"

Me:"mysisterwife."



Lamlani:"she'sthefirstwife?"I

nodded."YohhaylebharuenguSvitsh

ibusisiweblind(yoh,thisidiotSivuyile

isreallyblessed.)Hehastwo

beautifulwives?ManIenvyhislife."I

lookedathimlikehewascrazy.

Me:"youenvyit?"

Lamlani:"yes.Imeantheguygetsto

shareabedwithtwosexyladies."

Me:"hayIdon'tshareabedwith

Sivuyile."Lies!"Itoldyouaboutour

unionmos."



Lamlani:"ohyeah,Iforgot."Zintle

calledoutmyname.

Me:"eish,Ihavetogoneh."

Lamlani:"NamIneedtodash,I

promisedioledi(mom)thatIwill

arriveearlytoday."

Me:"youslyfish,Ithoughtyousaid

youcametoseeme."Helaughed.

Lamlani:"youwish.Icameheretosee



myspeciallady,wellandyoutoo."

Me:"mmmhthat'andyoutoo'.Ifeel

likeareject."Helaughed.

Lamlani:"phelayouain'tthatspecial."

Ipunchedhisshoulderwhilehewas

laughing,thisguyissomethingelse.

"NowgivemeahugbeforeIgo."I

stoodonmytippytoesandgavehim

awarmhug.HetriedtokissmebutI

quicklyduckedandmovedback.

Me:"Crook!"Welaughed.



Lamlani:"eish,damnIalmosthadit!"I

laughed."Nogoodbyekissvele?"

Me:"IamamarriedwomanLani."

Lamlani:"hawu,aninnocentkiss

kphela(only)."Iwon'tlieIwascraving

forhislips,theylookedjuicy,gosh

whatthefuckishappeningtome.

Me:"No.Ican'tbeseenkissing

anotherman."



Lamlani:"butthere'snoonearound."

Me:"youcanneverbesure."He

lookedaroundforabitbefore

smashinghislipsonmine,Icouldn't

resistsoIwentwiththeflow.The

kisswentonforabout30

seconds,thenIbrokeit-wellwewere

disturbedbyZintlerunningtousand

tellingusthatsomeoneiscoming.It

wasaroyalguard,hetoldusthe

Princewantedtoseeme.Lamlanigot

intohiscaranddroveoff.

Zintle:"soareyouguysanitemnow?"



Sheaskedasweweregoingupthe

hill,theguardwaswalkingabitfar

behindus.

Me:"No.Hejustwantedakiss,andhis

lipslookedsojuicy,Icouldn'thelp

myself."Zintlelaughed.

Zintle:"littleMrsinnocentgoes

aroundkissingguysshe'snotina

relationshipwith."Ichuckled.

Me:"ohcomeon,Iusedtodothat

backinhighschoolwhenwewere

playingspinthebottle."



Zintle:"that'sdifferent.Youare

marriednow."

Me:"mxm."

Zintle:"sohowwasit?"

Me:"tobehonest,itwasgreat.Even

thoughitlastedforafewsecondsit

stillfeltgreat."

Zintle:"mmmh.Soyou'vekissedboth

SivuyileandLamlaniright?"



Me:"yeah."

Zintle:"okay,sowho'sabetter

kisser?"Hah!

Me:"Iwon'tanswerthat."

Zintle:"awwcomeon."

Me:"theyarebothgreatkissers,same

level."



Zintle:"isaidwho'sbetter,nothow

goodarethey.Ratethemoutof10"

Wewerewalkingintheyard.

Me:"Well,Sivuyileisadefinite8

unfortunately"Irolledmyeyes."AndI

wouldsayLamlaniisa9."She

screamed.

Zintle:"sohisbetterthanyour

husband?"

"Who'sbetterthanmeatwhat?"I

didn'tevenrealisethathewas

standinginfrontofme.



Zintle:"ehh,that'smyquetoleave."

Sheleft.

Sivuyile:"Hi.....again."Lol

Me:"Hi."Thebodyguardthatwas

walkingtouscametousand

whisperedsomethinginSivuyile's

ear,theyexcusedthemselvesfrom

meandwenttostandabitfar.Iwas

stillstandingthereandwaitingfor

SivuyilesinceIheardthathewanted

totalktome,hecameback.Hisface

wasunreadable.



Sivuyile:"soyoudecidedtoinviteyour

boyfriendhere?"OhGod.

Me:"Ididnosuchthing."

Sivuyile:"don'tlie!Samkelosawyou

together,heevensawthespit

exchangethatyouweredoingin

public!"Heraisedhisvoiceabit.

Me:"Sowenayoutoldtheguardsto

spyonme?"Iwasnervous.



Sivuyile:"Ididnosuchthing!Didyou

havetokissyourboyfriendinpublic?"

Me:"itwasamistakeokay,things

happenedsofast.Besidesnoone

wasaroundtoseethekiss."

Sivuyile:"youaremarriedforheaven's

sake!Whyareyoubusytonguing

someonedone?That'snothowa

marriedwomanbehaves!"

Me:"I'monlymarriedonpaper

bhuti,youseemtobeforgettingthat.

AkereyousaidIamtheancestors'



wifenotyours?Nowletmedomy

ownthing."Iwascalm.Hekeptquiet

forabit

Sivuyile:"whatifpeoplesawyou?Do

youknowwhattheyaregonnasay

aboutyou?"

Me:"LikeIsaid,therewasnoonein

sight.Sonoonesawus."

Me:"Samkelodid!"

Me:"He'stheonlyonewhosawus.



LooknexttimeIwilltrytobemore

discrete."

Sivuyile:"sotherewillbeanexttime?"

Helookedshocked.

Me:"Canwejustpleasetalkabout

whatyousummonedmefor?"He

lookedatme.

Sivuyile:"Look,uhm.Ijustwantto

apologiseforthethingsthatyou

heard.Ididn'treallymeanthem,Ijust

didn'twanttomakeThandi

suspicious.Ienjoyspendingtime



withyou."Iwasreallyoverthewhole

thing.

Me:"itscoolIforgiveyou."Iwas

seriouslyoverit.

Sivuyile:"Justlikethat?"

Me:"yes,justlikethat."

Sivuyile:"areyousure?"

Me:"yesI'msure.....Justonemore

thingthough,whatevershenanigans



we'vebeenuptoareover!Done!"He

mouthwaswideopen.

Sivuyile:"Youarekiddingright?"

Me:"No!.."Helookedatmewitha

displeasedexpression"ifthatwillbe

allmyPrince,mayIpleasebe

excused."Hekeptquiet,Itookthatas

ayessoIwalkedaway.Iwasafew

stepsawayfromhimwhenhecalled

myname.

Sivuyile:"Lunathi!"Istoppedontracks

andturnedtolookathim.



Me:"yesMyPrince."Hewalkedto

me,hegrabbedmyarmand

whisperedsoftlyintomyear.

Sivuyile:"It'sonlyoverwhenIsayso."

Hesteppedbackwithhishandstillin

myarm.Thewayhesaiditsent

shiversdownmyspine,itsoundedso

sexy."Ohhonemorething.Idon'tlike

sharing."Whatishedoingtome?He

letgoofmyarmandwalkedintothe

palace.Iwasleftdumbstruck

outside.

"Areyoucoming?"Iquicklysnapped



outofitandwalkedintothehouse.

●

●

○

○

#Lamlani?Or

#Sivuyile?
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Iactuallycan'tbelievethisguyright



now,ifhethinksIwilllethimgetin

betweenmylegsagain-hehethenhe

hasanotherthingcoming.Heeven

hasthenervetosayhedoesn'tlike

sharing.WellIalsodon'tlike

sharing,soIwillexcusemyselffrom

hisequation.

Lumka:"Girlyouseemfar

away.....Lunathi!"Iquicklysnapped

outofmythoughts.

Me:"eishsorryguys."Wewereall(the

girls)sittingintheloungeandtalking

aboutrandomthings.



Lumka:"areyouokay?"

Me:"yeah,yeah.I'mfine."

Lulama:"youdon'tlookfinethough."

Me:"I'mreallyfine."

Lulama:"mmhifyousayso."

Bontle:"remindmetotakeyoutoa

doctorwhenwegetbackinJoburg."



Shewaslookingatme.

Me:"doctorforwhatnow?I'mnot

sick."

Bontle:"Topreventdumbass."

Me:"ahhthere'snoneedforthat.I'm

nevergoingdownthatroadagain."

Bontle:"that'swhatweallsaidafter

ourfirsttime."Theylaughed.

Me:"I'mbeingserious,itwon'thappen



again."

Bontle:"youwillneverknow,besides

it'sbettertobesafethansorry."

Me:"younotgonnaletthisgoare

you?"

Bontle:"nope."

Me:"fine.I'llremindyou."Thandi

walkedin,shewasallsmiles,she

lookedlikeshewasontopofthe

world.ShewenttositnexttoZintle.



Thandi:"whatareyouguystalking

about?"

Lumka:"sincewhendoyoucare

aboutthethingswetalkabout?"

Thandi:"I'mnotgonnaletyouspoil

mymood.PhelaIgotitalllastnight."

Lulama:"ah,Idon'trememberanyone

askingyouthat?"

Thandi:"mxm.Letmeleavecauseit



lookslikeyouguysaregonnaruinmy

day."

Lulama:"usalapha?(Youarestill

here?)."Thandistoodup.

Me:"No,don'tgo.Sitandjoinus."The

othergirlslookedatmewiththeir

eyeswideopen."I'msurewecanall

getalong,nowcan'twe?"Thandisat

down.

Lumka:"mxm.AnywayLunathiI

heardLamlanicametoseeyou."



Me:"Notentirely.ButIdidmeetup

withhim."

Lulama:"soareyouguysanitem?"

Zintle:"Iaskedherthesame

question."

Me:"Nooo!Ofcoursenot."

Lumka:"mmmh."



Me:"No,don'tmakethatsound.

Honestlywearereallynotdating."

Bontle:"Hawu,Iheardthaty'allhada

snog"

Me:"OhMyGod!Whotoldyouthis?

Zintlewasityou?"Shelookedaway.

"Ishouldhaveknown."

Zintle:"I'msorryfriend,Ijustwanted

toheartheirsayonthismatter."

Me:"sowhatyourtakeguys?"



Lulama:"mna,Ihavenothingagainst

thiswholething.ButIfeellikeyou

needtobediscrit,youcanbeseen

kissinganotherman,peoplewillsee

youasabitchandtheywilljudgeyou

veryhardfuthi.Wenajustdoyour

thingsundercover."Iwasabittaken

bythat.

Bontle:"yeah,havefun.Youarestill

young.ButI'mnotsayingopenyour

legsforhim."

Lumka:"anditwillhelpyoutakeyour



mindofyourcomplicatedlife.It'sa

stressrelievernje."

Me:"soyouguysaregivingmeago

aheadtobewithsomeoneelseother

thanSivuyile?"Thandilookedatme.

Lulama:"Ofcourse,it'snotlikeyou

andSivuyilehaveanythinggoing

on,andithi?"

Lumka:"Wellapartfromthes-"

Me:"ofcoursethere'snothinggoing



onbetweenmeandSivuyile.Hehas

someoneheloves."

Thandi:"andyoharerightaboutthat."

Lulamarolledhereyes.

Lulama:"Unfortunately.Iwouldhave

likeditforyouguystomake

somethingoutofyourmarriage

though."

Me:"wellwedon'talwaysgetwhatwe

wishfor,nowdowe?"



Lumka:"Ihavefaith.Imeanthese

peoplearebindedtogetherfor

life,somethingbeautifulisboundto

comeoutoftheirunion."

Thandi:"excuseyou!Sivuyilealready

hashisnumberonelady,hisheartis

atarightplace.Hedoesn'tneeda

secondlady,hisheartonlyhasspace

forone."

Lulama:"howsureareyouthatyou

areoccupyinghisheart?Eyyyou

likinggettingaheadofyourselfgirl."



Thandi:"Iamverysure,hetoldmeso

himself.Iknowverywellthatmyman

won'tfallforher."

Zintle:"andwhyisthat?"

Thandi:"ohcomeon,sheisnothis

type.Imeanlookatmeandlookat

her.Wearesodifferent."Thistook

mebackyotheconversationthey

werehavingintheirroom.

Bontle:"heeh,watelawena.(Youareso

disrespectful.)"



Me:"ayystopitguys.Thandiis

right,sheistheonewhohasSivuyile's

heart.Andit'snotlikeIlikehimor

anything,andinnotlookingfor

somethingmorethanwhatwehave-

whichisthisarrangedmarriage.

That'stheonlythingconnectingus."

Theykeptquietforawhile.

Lumka:"butbabe,youdoknowthat

evenifyoufindaguyyouloveyou

won'tbeabletotakethingsfarwith

himright?"



Me:"yeahIknowthat.That'swhyI'm

justgonnafocusonmystudiesand

forgetaboutrelationships."

Lulama:"hah!Yougonnadieyoung

mos."Welaughed.

"Lunathi,canIseeyouinthekitchen."

ThatwasSivuyile.Istoodupand

followedhimtothekitchen.

Lulama:"Theylooksogoodtogether."

Lumka:"perfectmatch."I'msure



Sivuyilealsoheardthat.Thesegirls

aresavages,ImeanThandiissitting

inthesameroom.

Me:"sowhatcanIdoforyouMy

Prince?"Hewasleaningonthe

counterlookingatme.

Sivuyile:"I'mhungry"hesaidaftera

fewminutesofstaringatme.

Me:"whatdoyouwanteatMy

Prince?"



Sivuyile:"ehh,weareusingtitlesnow?"

Me:"Weareintheroyalhouse,soI

shouldadressyouwithyourtitlejust

likeeveryoneelse."

Sivuyile:"wellinthisPalaceyouonly

dosuchtotheQueenandKing.

Besidesyouarenotaservant,youare

mywife."

Me:"sowhatdoyouwantmetomake

foryou?"



Sivuyile:"Idon'tknow,anything.As

longasitwillmakemefull."I

mentallyrolledmyeyes.Idecidedto

makehimasandwichof

cheese,tomato,lettuce,burgerand

friedringonionswithaglassofOros.

Me:"thereyougo."Igavehimhisfood

onatray.

Sivuyile:"Thankyou."Inodded,Iwas

abouttowalkoutwhenhecalledmy

name."Staywithmeplease."For

whatnow?Ididn'tsayanythingIjust

wenttositnexttohim.Hewasn't



eventalkingtomeIwasjust

watchinghimeat,howamazing

*sacarsm*.Afterhefinishedeating,I

tookhisplateandglassandwashed

them,beforepackingtheminthe

cupboard.

Sivuyile:"Thanksforthefood."

Me:"noproblem.CanIgobacktothe

girlsnow?"

Sivuyile:"wait!"Hewalkedtome,he

wasstandingsoclose,touchingmy

face.Imovedhishandfrommyface.



"I'mreallysorryaboutthethingsI

said.Iwasj-"

Me:"youwerejusttryingtomake

yourwifefeelgoodaboutherself,Iget

it."

Sivuyile:"that'snotwhatIwasgonna

say."

Me:"Itdoesn'tmatteranymore.LikeI

said,it'swaterunderthebridge."

Sivuyile:"I'mgladthatIamforgiven."



Hecuppedmyfacewithbothhis

handsbeforesmashinghislipsonto

mine,Iquicklypushedhimoffme.

"Andthen?"

Me:"allmaybeforgiven,butit's

definitelynotforgotten.I'mnotyour

secondchoice."Iturnedonmyheels

andwentbacktothegirls.

Thandi:"whatwereyouguysdoingin

thereforsuchalongtime."Ijust

lookedather,Iwasn'tinthemoodfor

aninsecureperson.



Lulama:"hayyouhavenobusinessin

that."

Thandi:"he'smyhusband,soIshould

knowwhattheyweredoinginthere."

Bontle:"youaresoinsecureandit'sa

turnoffshame."

Zintle:"whatdidhewantfromyou

Booty?"

Me:"Hewantedmetomakehim

somethingtoeat."



Thandi:"whydidheaskyou?Couldn't

hehaveaskedmeinstead?"

Me:"Idon'tknow.Whydon'tyougo

askhimforyourself?He'sstillinthe

kitchen."Idon'tknowwherethat

camefrom,butIwasjustannoyed.

Zintle:"maybehedidn'taskyou

becauseheknewyouwouldpoison

himwithyourdisastrousfood."The

girlslaughed.



Thandi:"mxm.LetmegotalktoMY

man."Shestoodup.

Bontle:"weknowshe'syourssisi,no

needtoemphasiseonthat."Shejust

leftusandwentto'herman'.

Lumka:"Gosh,Ican'tstandher."

Lulama:"metoo."

Me:"Youguysneedtolearntowarm

uptoher,she'syourbrother'swife

afterall."



Lulama:"Iwillneverwarmuptothat

skinnybitch."

Bontle:"theirony,dearLord."We

laughed.

Lulama:"yesI'mskinny,butI'mnota

bitch."

Me:"maybeyouguysjustneedtoget

toknowher,haveadecent

conversationwithher,thenmaybe

youwillstartlikingher."



Them:"Never!"Ilaughed.

Lumka:"herownsistercanwarmup

toher,whatmakesyouthinkwewill?"

IlookedatZintlewhojustshrugged

hershoulders.

Me:"weeh,Igiveup."

Lulama:"smartgirl."Welaughed.My

brothers,Sivuyileandhisfriends

decidedtoinvadeourchillasby

joiningus,theywerewithThandi.



Thabang:"whatareyouguys

gossipingabout?"

Bontle:"whatmakesyouthinkweare

gossiping?"

Thabang:"wheneverthereisagroup

ofgirlskemogosifela."

Lulama:"wellyouarewrong."

Thabo:"ifit'snotgossipingthenyou

guysweredefinitelytalkingabout



boys."

Lumka:"Bingo!Luckypointsforyou."

Welaughed.

Lungani:"Girls!"

Themba:"whatwereyoutalkingabout

ke?"

Bontle:"youguyslikenewsneh?"

Themba:"No,wejustwanttojoinin

theconvo."



Zintle:"youwanttojoininontalking

aboutboys?Really?"Ittookafew

secondsbeforetheyregisteredwhat

shemeant.

Them:"Noooo!"Welaughed.

Nkazimulo:"that'snotwhathemeant

marn."Welaughedagain.

Zintle:"Justwantedtomakesure."

Thandi:"Iknowwhattheywere



talkingabout."

Ayanda:"telluswenabar-...Thandi."

Theguyslaughed.

Thandi:"theyweretalkingabout

Boitumelo'snewboyfriend."

Mybrothers&Sivuyile:"What?!"My

eyeballswereallout.

Thabang:"Boyfriend?Whatisshe

talkingaboutBoitumelo?"



Me:"uh...nothing."

Thabiso:"whathappenedtowaiting

untilyouturn30?"Theotherguys

laughedbutmybrothersandSivuyile

werenotlaughing.

Me:"shelying,Idon'thavea

boyfriend."Ilookedatmysisterfor

assistance.

Lizwi:"whywouldshelieaboutthat?"

Me:"Id-"



Lumka:"becauseshelikesstiring

shit."

Sivuyile:"Lumka,stayoutofthis."

Mmhthisone.Mybrotherwerestill

lookingatmewithquestioningeyes.

Thabang:"Boitumelo,youjustgot

marriedandalreadyyouhavea

boyfriend?!Igetthatthisisjusta

marriagetopleasetheancestors

withnoloveinvolvedbutthatdoesn't

meanyoushouldactlikeabitch!"I

wasshocked.



Bontle:"Thabang!"

Thabiso:"no,he'sright.Whatareyou

doingwithboyfriendsBoitumelo?!

Yourweddingwas2daysago.

Couldn'tyouatleastwaitforamonth

orsomething?"

Me:"IDON'THAVEABOYFRIEND

MARN!!"

Thabiso:"yeeywena!Ubuwalemang

hajwalo?(whoareyoutalkingtolike



that?)"Ijustlookedatthemandran

uptomyroom.Iclosedthedoorand

satonmybedwithtearsstreaming

downmyface-yesIamaverybaby,I

cryevenwhenIambeingshoutedat.

Idon'tgetwhymybrotherswere

talkingatme,theydidn'tevengiveme

achancetoexplain.Andthatwitch

Thandiwe!Nxah!Firstthevideo,now

this?!I'mdonebeingnicetoher.

○

●

○

●
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"Punkie."ThatwasThabang.Asoft

knockfollowed.

Thabo:"wejustwanttotalk,that'sall."

Me:"Goaway!"Iwaslayingonmybed.



Thabiso:"comeonnana."Ikeptquiet.

Thabo:"fine,wewilljustsithereand

waitforyoutoopenup."Agggh.I

stoodupanddraggedmyfoottothe

door.Theywereall(mybrothers)

standingoutsidemydoor.

Me:"Talk."

Thabang:"aren'tyougonnaletusin?"

Imovedaside,theyenteredandwent

tositonmybed.Iwasstillstanding



atthedoorfoldingmyarms.

Thabo:"Lookwearesorry

Punkie,whatwedidintherewasnot

faironyou."

Thabiso:"Weshouldhaveletyou

explainandhearyoursideofthe

storybeforeuhm...before-"

Me:"beforecallingmeabitch?You

cansayit.Beforejumpinginto

conclusions?Mhm."



Thabang:"yesthat.Itwasuncalledfor

andwearedeeplysorry."

Me:"Ididn'tknowthatyouguysdidn't

trustmethatmuch."

Thabo:"wedotrustyou."

Me:"noyoudon't.Becauseifyoudid

youwouldn'thavereactedtheway

youdid."

Thabang:"it'sjustthatwedon'twant

youtohaveaboyfriendbaby.It's



alreadyhardtousthatyouare

married,nowwehavetohearthatyou

haveaboyfriend?Itwastoomuch

nana."Theothersnoddedin

agreement.

Me:"butstill,youshouldhaveasked

mejusttoconfirmwhatshewas

saying.Insteadyouguysdecidedto

bashmeinfrontofpeople.That

wasn'tcool."

Thabiso:"weknow.Wearereally

sorry."



Thabo:"Thingiswedidn'tseeany

reasonforhertolie."Ilookedathim.

"Wellatthatmomentwedidn't."

Me:"Iammarriedtoherhusband,in

caseyouhaveforgottenaboutthat."

Thabang:"weweretakenoverby

emotionssowedidn'tthinkabout

that.."

Me:"fine,Iforgiveyou."

Them:"ahhThankyouPunkie."They



walkedclosertome.

Me:"woah."Isaidastheywereabout

toembraceme."Ihaveacondition."

Thabang:"OhGod.Nameit."

Me:"youallhavetotakemeout."I

saidwithahugesmile.

Thabiso:"That'sit?Ahhwecando

that.Wewilltakeyououtforlunch."

Me:"whenIsaytakemeoutImean



OUT,asinlikewearegonnado

everythingthatgirlsdowhentheygo

out.Hair,nails,shopping,moviesand

dinner."Theirmouthswerewideopen.

Thabang:"hahPunkie,you'regoingto

bankruptus."

Me:"that'swhatlittlesistersdo

mos."theychuckled.

Thabiso:"finePunkie,wewilldo

whateveryouwant."



Me:"great.Wewilltalkmoreabout

thedate.NowifyouwillexcusemeI

needtobathbeforeIpreparedinner."

Thabo:"ThankGodI'mstilla

student,thatmeansIwon'tbe

contributingtothatouting."Hehada

smileonhisface.

Me:"hao,otlaphandaabuti.Akereo

legintsa?(youwillhustlebrother.Isn't

ityouareagangster?)Soyouwill

hustle,makeaplan."Hissmile

disappeared.



Thabo:"Punkie!"Ilaughed.

Me:"byebrothers,seeyouinafew

minutes."

Thabo:"butyouarenotbeingfair."He

saidastheywentaway.Iclosedthe

doorandwenttotakeaquickshower

thenIwenttothekitchentoprepare

dinner.WhenIgotthereThandiwas

leaningonthecounterwhilefining

hernails.

Me:"can'tyoudothatsomewhere

else?"



Thandi:"Why?"

Me:"it'sdisgusting."

Thandi:"ohplease."sherolledher

eyesandcarriedon.

Me:"OhGod,thosegerms!"

Thandi:"excuseyou!Whatgerms?I

doamanievery2weeks,mynailsare

clean."



Me:"thatdoesn'tmeanyoudon't

haveanygermsonyournails.Could

youatleastgotothelounge,Ineedto

cookherandIcan'thavethatdust

flyingintothefood."

Thandi:"Ohhwhileyouatit,makeme

somethingtoeatwillyou."

Me:"uyahlanya(youarecrazy).You

haveyourownhandshawu."

Thandi:"whatdidyousay?"



Me:"youheardme."

Thandi:"littlegirl,I'mthefirstwifeso

youwilldowhatIsay."

Me:"wellguesswhatbiggirl,I'mthe

chosenprincess,ifanythingyouare

theone2honeedstodoeverythingI

say.Nowifyoudon'tmind,thatthat

manicureofyoursanddoitinyour

roombeforeItelltheKing."She

lookedatmeforalongtimewitha

deadlylook.

Thandi:"Nxah!"Sheleftthekitchen.



Me:"Nxah,thenerve."Iturnedtotake

outsomevegesfromthefridge.I

suddenlyheardaslowclap,Iturned

onlytofindZintleleaningonthedoor

framewhileclappingherhands.

Zintle:"abouttimegirl!I'vebeen

waitingforthatfeistysideofyoursto

comeout."Ilaughed.

Me:"she'sannoying."

Zintle:"andyouhavetolivewithher,I



don'tenvyyouatall."

Me:"pleasedon'tremindmeabout

that."

Zintle:"butatleastyoustillhaveyour

feistyside,soyouwillbeableto

handleher."

Me:"willI?Idon'tthinkso.Yoursister

isameanperson."

Zintle:"youmeanameanbitch."



Me:"yeah,that!....Pleasechopthese

forme."Igaveher2onions.

Zintle:"ehh,whydiducomeheredear

Lord."

Me:"tohelpyourbeautifulfriend."

Zintle:"mxm.ShouldIcutthemboth

finely?"

Me:"no,onehastobeinrings,thecut

theotheroneintofinetubes."



Zintle:"Great."Shewasbeing

sarcastic.

Me:"startchopping."Shewentto

fetchthechoppingboardandstarted

chopping,whileIwasplayingmyrice

potonthestove.

Zintle:"don'tyouthinkyoushould

convinceyourhusbandtoallowyou

tomovetoaresoracommune?"

Nowthat'sagreatthought.

Me:"that'sagoodidea.ButhowamI

gonnaproposeittohim?Hemight



notagree."

Zintle:"youwon'tknowunlessyou

try."

Me:"howdoIconvincehim?"

Zintle:"justtellhimthatyouwantto

givehimandThandisomespace,so

thattheycandoanythingtheywant

intheirhouse-freely."Ithought

aboutitforawhile.

Me:"Idon'tthinkhisparentswill



agreetothat."Iwasbittingmylower

lip.

Zintle:"thenyouwon'ttellthem"

Me:"Nowyouarebeingcrazy."

Zintle:"haike,enjoyyourstaywith

ThandiandSivuyile.TrustmeThandi

willmakesurethatsherubstheir

relationshipinyoureyes,theywill

havesexeverywhere,inthelounge,the

kitchen,theverandamaybeevenin

yourroom,whoknows."



Me:"nowyouarebeingdillusional."

Zintle:"butkeyouwon'tmindthat

right?"Sheshruggedhershoulders.

Me:"butI'msureSivuyilewilltell

them."

Zintle:"trustmehewon't,heknows

thathewillalsogetintotrouble."

Me:"thenhedefinitelywon'tagreeto

memovingtoares."



Zintle:"talktoThandi,makeher

believethatyouarescaredthatyou

mightgettoclosetoSivuyile.Trust

methatwillmakeherconvincehim

toletyoumoveout."

Me:"I'mnotsurethough."

Zintle:"Tryityoh!."

Me:"Fine,Iwill."

Zintle:"ifthatdoesn'twork,cryyour



eyeballsouttoSivuyile,tellhimthat

Thandiismakingyouherslaveand

youaretiredofit.Hewillletyou

moveout.Butyouwillhavetowait

untilmidJanuarybeforeyou

complaintohim"Ilaughed.

Me:"youlittledevil."

Zintle:"Ilearntfromthebest."She

winked.

Me:"whichisnotmeright?"



Zintle:"ofcoursenot."Sherolledher

eyes.

Me:"wellIguessamonthandafew

weekswithThandiisnotthatbad."

Zintle:"it'snotlikeyouhaveachoice."

Isighed.

Me:"yeahneh."Shehandedmethe

choppedonions,Icarriedoncooking

mymeal.WhichwasBeefstewand

ricewithsomesalads.Aftercooking

wesatinthekitchenandconversed

overaglassofjuiceandourchips.



LaterthateveningIdishedupfor

everyoneandwewenttositinthe

loungewiththeyoungsters.

Nkazimulo:"ThisisgoodTumi."

Themba:"marrymeandleavethis

Suchabag,yourcookingskillsare

excellent."Sivuyilepunchedhisarm.

Lungani:"oooo,he'sbeingterritorial."

Theguyslaughed.

Lumka:"thisisreallygood,wheredid



youlearnhowtocooksowell?"these

peoplehavenotablemanners,not

thatI'mcomplainingthough.I'm

enjoyingtheircompliments.

Me:"Mymomtaughtme."

Thabo:"she'slyingI'mtheonewho

taughther."

Bontle:"ohplease,youchatevenget

aneggdude."Welaughed.

Thabo:"mxm.WellIdon'tneedto



knowhowtocook,Iwilljustfind

myselfabeautifulwifewhocan

cook."

Thabiso:"Youmeanamaidright?"

Thabo:"noawife."

Thabang:"weeh,youdon'tevenhavea

stablegirlfriendbro."

Thabo:"iwillfindonesoon."

Bontle:"Iwouldlovetoseethat."



Lungani:"Thandiwecanyoucook?"

Okay,thatwasunexpected.

Thandi:"No,whatfor?"

Lereko:"whatdoyoumeanwhatfor?

Youareamarriedwoman,thatshould

beagoodenoughreason."Theguys

laughed.

Thandi:"that'swhywehavemaidsin

thisworld"



Lizwi:"soyouwouldallowsomeone

topreparefoodforyourhusband

whileyouhaveyourownhands?"

Thandi:"yes."

Lulama:"Wuuh,thatcanneverbeme

shame.Whatifthathelperputslove

potioninmyman'sfood?"Nowshe's

beingabitextremebutIwon'tsay

anything.

Lizwi:"exactly.Ipersonallylovemy

wife'sfood,Idon'twantanyoneto

cookforme.Wellexceptmyfamilyof



course."

Lereko:"metoo.Imagineastranger

cookingforyou.Never."

Thandi:"Wellthat'syourchoice,I'm

sureLeondoesn'tmind."Everyone

turnedandlookedatSivuyilewhojust

carriedoneating.

Themba:"ofcoursehedoesn't

mind,helivesontakeouts."

Thabang:"Really?Wellaren'tyouglad



thatmylittlesisterwilltakeyouout

ofthattorture?"What?

Thabiso:"don'tsaythatinfrontof

Barbie,shewillturnoursisterintoa

maid."

Bontle:"thatwillbethedaywhereI

showherflames!"

Lizwi:"Asifyouhaven'tshownher

enoughflamesbaby."We

laughed,wellthepeoplewhoknew

thestorylaughed,whichwasmy

familymembers.



Thandi:"mxm."

Nkazimulo:"dotellusmore,please."

Heuncrossedhislegsandleaned

forward."

Bontle:"that'sinthepast,Idon'twant

toembarrassher."

Lumka:"trustmeshedoesn'tmind."

SivuyileandZintlewerequietlyeating

theirfood,andlisteningtothem-well

Iwasalsokeepingmymouthshut.



Ayanda:"Comeon,wewanttohear."

Bontle:"letsjustsayIleftherwitha

mark."

Lulama:"that'sallyouaregonnasay?"

Bontle:"fornow."

Thabo:"Iwilltellyouwhatshedid.

Sheb-"



Thabiso:"WellThandiwewasdating

bothmeandThabangatthesame

time,mysisterfoundoutandshe

wenttoteachheralesson."

Thabo:"youarestealingmyshine."

Sivuyile:"Lesson?"FirsttimeI'm

hearinghisvoicethroughoutthis

wholeconversation.

Thabang:"shebeatherupbruh!"

Therewasashortsilencebeforethey

alleruptedinlaughter.



Ayanda:"wait,wait.Umshayile?(You

beatherup?)"Helaughedagain.

Nkazimulo:"WenaThandiwhywould

youdatebrothers?"

Thabo:"herexcusewasthatshe

couldn'ttellthemapart."They

laughedevenmore,theyweremaking

somuchnoise.

Lungani:"Classic!"



Thandi:"itwasnotmyfaultthatthey

looksomuchalike."

Lulama:"yeahright!".Idecidedto

collecttheirplateswhiletheywere

stilllaughing,Zintlewashelpingme.I

wenttoputtheminthekitchen,two

maidswerealreadywaitingtowash

themantheyhadalreadycollected

theeelders'plates.Wewentbackto

thegroup,theywerenowtalking

aboutsomethingelseandmaking

jokeshereandthere,Sivuyile'sfriends

werearealcoolbunch.

□
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□
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Thedaytotravelbackhomehas

arrived,welltomynewhome.Iwas

reallynotfeelingthisthingofmoving

inwithSivuyileandThandiwe,Ireally

havenothingagainstthem,butIfeel



likeiwon'tbeabletocontrolmyself

aroundSivuyile.

Iwokeup,didthehygieneprocess

andworemykneelengthsummer

dressandsandles.Iwasgoingto

travelwithmyparents,Zintle,Thandi

andBontle,weweregoingtousethe

jet,whiletheguyswilluseaquantum.

Ithinktheguysjustwantedtohave

sometimealoneandtheyalso

wantedtoarrivelate.Iwent

downstairswithmybags,everyone

wasalreadyseatedintheloungewith

theirbagsonthefloor.Welltheguys

werenothere,Ithinktheyhadanearly

start,theyhavealotoftravelinghours



tobeat.

King/MrD:"Finally,we'vebeenwaiting

foryou."

Me:"OhGod.Iapologiseforthat."

Zintle:"Iblamethatmirrorinthe

closet."Theylaughed.

Queen/MrsD:"nowthatshe's

here,let'spray."Lumkaledthe

prayer,justashortprayerofasking

Godtoprotectusinthisjourneywe



areabouttotake.

Us:"Amen!"

Queen:"Ohh,I'mgonnamisshavinga

fullhouse.Wereallyenjoyedhaving

youhere."

Dad:"Wealsohadanicetime.Thank

youforyourhospitality."

Queen:"MaThabisopleasedon'tbe

scarce."



Mom:"don'tworryfriend,Iwillkeepin

contactwithyou."

Queen:"youaretheonlyfriendIhave

youknow.Ifyoudon'tcallor

messagemein5hours,Iwillcometo

Joburgandwhoopyou."Welaughed.

Aguardenteredtotellusthatthe

carsarereadytotakeustothe

airport.

Lulama:"Iguesswewillseeyouina

fewdays."SheandLumkawere

stayingbehindforafewdays,even

thoughherhusbanddecidedtoleave



withtheguys,forhisownreasons.

Wehuggedallofthemandleftfor

theairport.Weboardedthejetand

flewofftoJoburg.Ireallyenjoyedmy

timeinEC,I'malsogladthatIgotto

enjoyitwithmybestfriend.Ican't

reallysayIamhappyaboutthenew

lifeI'mabouttolive,Ineedtomake

sureSivuyileagreestomemoving

out,Idon'tthinkIwillsurvivestaying

withbothofthem.FirstofallIdon't

thinkItrustmyselfaround

Sivuyile,secondlyIdon'tthinkmeand

Thandiaregoingtogetalongand

thirdlyjustthinkingaboutwhatZintle

saidtheymightdojustmakesmy



skincrawl.ButIguessIcansurvivea

fewweekswiththem,sinceschools

openinFeb.OhhandIfinallygot

acceptedinUJ,I'msoexcited.

Aftersometimeoftravellingwe

finallylandedinORTambo.

Dad:"Myfriendwillbehereinafew

minutes."

Mom:"sobaby,areyoucominghome

withusor..?"

Dad:"shehastogotoherhusband's



house."

Me:"uhmyeah,butIonlyhaveafew

clotheswithme,soIneedtogohome

withyouandpackupmyclothes."

Zintle:"Iwillhelpyoupack."

Thandi:"Ohmyrideishere."

Me:"yourequestedanuber?"

Thandi:"uhyes,yesIdid.Seeyou

wheneverIseeyou."Sheleftandgot



intoaredMercedes-Benz.

Zintle:"That'snotanUber.Nxah!"

Me:"Howdoyouknow?"

Zintle:"Wherehaveyouseena

Mercedesbeingusedasanuber?"

Me:"Ohhh.Maybeitsherfriend."

Bontle:"Thenwhydidshelieabout

it?"



Dad:"Finally,he'shere.Let'sgo."He

ledustoagreyToyotaHillux,wegot

inanddroveoffafterwegreetingthe

driver,dadwassittinginthefront

whilethedoorofusweresquashed

intheback.

Whenwegothome,wegotoffand

wentinsidethehouse.

Mom:"Otladirekakeojwetse.(You

willbuythemI'mtellingyou.)"She

wastalkingtoBontlewhohadjust

thrownherselfonthesofa.



Bontle:"askiesmama,yoh.(Sorry

mom.)I'mjustfeelingtired,Iwantto

sleep."

Me:"Metoo."

Mom:"whyamInotsurprised.Wena

oloyilwekahorobala."

Me:"Hah,mama!"

Mom:"Keng?(What?)Youcanand

sleep,butmakesurethatyouwakeup

intimetopack."



Zintle:"Don'tworryIwillwakeherup

topack."

Mom:"Yeahright."

Zintle:"SeriousMah."

Mom:"Bontle!Bontle."Shewas

alreadysleepingonthesofa."Goto

yourroombeforeyoubreakmy

sofas."

Bontle:"Mmmhmama."Shewas



irritated.

Mom:"Tsamayamarn.(Goman!)"

Bontledraggedherluggagetoher

room."LewenamarnBoitumelo.(You

toomanBoitumelo.)"Hawu,what's

wrongwiththiswoman.

Me:"yoh,sharpheehmama."Wealso

draggedourbagstomyroom.The

minuteIenteredIjustthrewmyself

onthebedandsleptmytiredness

away.

●

○



Iwaswokenupbymyringingphone,I

answeredwithoutcheckingthecaller

ID.

Me:"mmmh."

Caller:"Youaresleeping?"Itwas

Sivuyile.

Me:"No,I'mflying."

Sivuyile:"mxm.Anyway,I'moutside."

Me:"youareherealready?"



Sivuyile:"Yeah,Iarrivedanhourago.

Yourmomtoldmethatyouarestill

packingyourbags."OhShit!Ihaven't

evenstartedpackingasyet.

Me:"Sowhatareyoudoinghere?

Aren'tyousupposedtobeatyour

houseorsomewhere?"

Sivuyile:"isthatatrickquestion?I

cametofetchyougenius."OhGod,no!

Me:"uhhyeah,aboutthat...Iwas



thinkingthatmaybeIcouldmovein

tomorrow...."

Sivuyile:"Youhaven'tpackedup,now

haveyou?"

Me:"Kinda."

Sivuyile:"Wellthat'snotmyproblem.

Youhave15minutestogetyour

prettyselfinthiscar...withyour

bags."Hehungup.Whatthehell.I

quicklywokeup,turnedonthelight

sinceitwasalreadydark.Ijust

shovedmostofmyclothesinmy



suitcase.Zintlewasdeepinsleep,I

decidedtowakeherup.

Me:"Babe,I'mleaving.Sivuyileis

alreadywaitingformeoutside."

Zintle:"I'mcomingwithyou.Iwill

spendthenightthere."

Me:"ThanksGod,wakeupthen.

Sivuyileisfurious."Shewokeupand

worehershoes.

Zintle:"Youarefixingthebed"She



tookherbagsandranouttheroom.

Me:Zintle!"Andshewasgone."This

kidmarn."Iquicklyfixedthebed,after

thatItookmybagsandwentto

wheremyfamilywassitting.

Thabang:"Man,youarereallyleaving?"

Me:"unfortunately."

Thabo:"I'mgoingtomissyouPunkie."

Hegavemeatightsqueeze.



Mom:"stopbeingdramatic,she'sonly

goingtobe30minutesawayfrom

here.She'snotgoingtoanother

country."

Dad:"Who'sgoingtomakememy

morningcoffeenow?"

Me:"I'msureThabowillgladlydo

that."

Dad:"He'smovingoutsoon."Ohhthat.

Me:"WellIguessmomwilltakeover."



Mom:"ehh,don'tkeepmokhwenyana

waiting.Byemybeautifulbutterfly,I

willmissyousomuch."

Me:"don'tworrymama,Iwillmake

surethatIseeyoueveryday."

Mom:"ahhmybaby."Shegavemea

warmhugandkiss.

Lizwi:"Mylittleprincess."

Me:"Youmeanbigprincess.I'm18



now,Iamoflegalage."Hechuckled

thenhealsogavemeahug,Ialso

wenttohugmysister.

Bontle:"makesureyoumakethat

manyoursonly."Shewhisperedin

myear.

Me:"Thisisit.Byemylovelypeople."I

gavedadabigbearhug.Mybrothers

tookmyluggageandaccompanied

ustoSivuyile'scar,hewasleaningon

itwhilesmokingacigarette.

Thabiso:"myman.Takecareofmy



sister,Idon'twanttoseeevena

singledropoftears,orelseyourblood

willdrop."

Thabo:"andmakesurethatskinny

Barbieofyoursdoesn'tdanceonher

head."

Sivuyile:"don'tworry,Iwilltakegood

careofher."

Thabang:"Andnobabies,please.She

stillhastofocusonherstudies."We

laughed.



Me:"Youdon'thavetoworryabout

thatbrother."Igavethemeachahug

andtheyallkissedmyforehead,Gosh

I'mgonnamissthis.Theypackedmy

bigsuitcaseintheboot

Them:"ByePunkie!"Weenteredthe

caranddroveoffaftertheyhada

littlechatoutsidethecar.

Sivuyile:"Couldyoupleasecomesitin

thefront?"Hewaslookingatmeon

therearviewmirror.



Me:"Nothankyou,Ican'tletZintlesit

alone."

Sivuyile:"Youmeanthesleeping

Zintle?"Ilookedatherandthisidiot

wasreallysleeping.

Me:"Well,I'mcomfortablerighthere.I

alreadyfeelwarm."

Sivuyile:"Ohcomeon.Iwanttotalkto

you."

Me:"YoucantalkwhileI'msitting



here."

Sivuyile:"youaretoofar."

Me:"Toobad.Iguesswewillhaveto

travelinsilencethen."

Sivuyile:"Iyoh."Hejustturnedupthe

volume,blastingAKA'ssongsuntilwe

arrivedathishouse.IwokeZintleup

andwewentinsidethehouse.

Me:"thishouseisbreathtaking"Ijust

can'tgetoverthebeautyofthis



house.Sivuyilewalkedinwithour

bags.

Sivuyile:"Wellmakeyourselfat

home,Thandiishererightnow."

Zintle:"Mmh,howunfortunate."She

rolledhereyes.

Sivuyile:"Sodoyouwantatourofthe

house?"Isheserious?

Me:"its22:30dude.Canpleaseshow

memyroom,Ijustwanttosleep."



Sivuyile:"Ohh,right.Followme."He

ledusupstairs,throughthepassage

andtoamediumsizedroom."Thisis

it."

Me:"Thanks.Uhmifyoudon't

mind,couldyoupleasebringupout

bags."Helookedatmeforawhile

beforeexitingtheroom.

Zintle:"I'msureThandiwentbackto

herhoeingways."



Me:"Youcan'tjustassumethatkind

ofstuffaboutpeople."

Zintle:"wellit'sthetruth,shedoesn't

deserveSivuyile.Youandhimbelong

together,andsoonyouwillrealise

thattoo."

Me:"don'tholdyourbreathbabe.I

don'tloveletalonelikeSi-"

"Thereyougo."Heplacedthebags

nexttothebed."Isthatall?"



Zintle:"uhm,Ineedtousethe

bathroom."Shequicklyexitedthe

room.

Me:"uhm,thanksforthebags.....and

forfetchingme."

Sivuyile:"noneedtothankme.You

aremywife."Ifakedasmile

Me:"Yeah."

Sivuyile:"Yoursmileisbeautiful,even

thoughit'sfake."Iblushedforreal



thistime.Hecameclosertome."Are

yousureyoudon'twanttojoinmein

myroom."

Me:"Hellno!"

Sivuyile:"Imissyourlips."Ilooked

away,hewasnowholdingmywaist.I

don'twhatitis,butsomethingkeeps

drawingmetothisguy."CanI?"I

shookmyhead.

Me:"No."Ipushedhimoffme,he

lookedfrustrated.



Sivuyile:"Wow!Okay.IguessIshould

saygoodnightthen."

Me:"Goodnight."Hewasstillstanding

nexttome.

Sivuyile:"enjoyyourfirstnight."

Me:"Thanks."Helookedatme,hewas

staring."Uhm...bye."hesnappedout

ofit.

Sivuyile:"ohuhm,yeahbye."WhenI



leastexpectedit,hesmashedhislips

ontomine,myeyeswerewideopen

becausehecaughtmebysurprise.

Hebitmylowerlipandswiftly

respondedtothekiss,itwentonfora

boutaminuteorso.

Me:"OhmyGod!"Wherethehellwas

Zintle?

Sivuyile:"nowI'mdefinitelygoingto

haveagoodnightsleep."Hepecked

onmylipsandleft.

Me:"ohhLord,Ican'tkeepondoing



thiswithhim."

Zintle:"Whoareyoutalkingto?"She

closedthebathroomdoor.

Me:"wereyoutakingashitinthere?"

Zintle:"no,why?"

Me:"causeyouwereintherefora

verylongtime."

Zintle:"ohuhm....Iwaschattingto

Thami."



Me:"ohreally?"

Zintle:"yeah."

Me:"exactlyhowwereyoudoingthat

becauseyourphoneisrightthereon

topofthebed."Shelookedatthebed

Zintle:"Whhaaaaat."

Me:"youstupididiot!Youweresetting

meup."



Zintle:"I'msorry.It'sjustthatyou

guyslooksogoodtogether,Iwas

actuallyhopingthatyouguyswould

shareakissorsomething."Ilooked

awaywhileblushing."Youlittle

bitch,youkisseddidn'tyou?"Islowly

nodded.Shejumpedaroundtheroom

whilescreaming.

Me:"ey,keepyourvoicedown."

Zintle:"sorry,I'mjustexcitedthatyou

guysareactuallymakingsome

progress....wellyouguyskindalong

passedthatstage."Ipushedher



lightly.

Me:"mxm."

Zintle:"so,howwasit?Wasthere

tongueinvolved?"

Me:"Imgoingtosleep."Itookmy

suitcaseandplaceditonthebed

Zintle:"don'tbelikethat."Itookout

mysleepwear.

Me:"likewhat?"



Zintle:"that.Youknowhow."

Me:"noIdon't."IsaidwhileIworemy

nightdress.

Zintle:"Tellmeaboutthekiss"

Me:"Idon'twannatalkaboutit.Don't

forgettoswitcjoffthelights"Igotin

underthecovers.

Zintle:"Avunjalophela."Shesounded

irritated,itwasquietfunny.Afew



minuteslatershejoinedmein,thenI

driftedtolalaland.

♤

♤
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Iwaswokenupbybirdschirping

outside,lookedlikeitwasgoingtobe

abeautifuldaytoday.Zintlewas

deadasleepnexttome.Igotofthe

bedandwentstraighttothe

bathroomtorinsemymouthandmy

face,Iworemygownandmyslippers

thenIwentdownstairs.Noonewas

inthekitchen,Imademyselfacereal

andate.IjusthopeThandicould

sleepintoday,Idon'twanttobeinher

presencerightnow....orever.Iwas

washingmybowlwhenSivuyile

walkedinshirtless,heonlyhada

shorton,hisearphonespluggedin

hisears.Hewassweaty,maybehe



camefromjogging.God!Hisbody

washot,itwasactuallyhardtokeep

myeyesoffhim,Iwasliterallystaring.

Sivuyile:"likewhatyousee?"Iquickly

snappedoutofit.Hetookouthis

earphones.

Me:"Huh?"

Sivuyile:"Doyoulikewhatyousee?"

Hehadasmirkonhisface.

Me:"*ahem*Notreally,I'veseen



better."

Sivuyile:"I'msure."Thesmirkwas

stillthere.Hewentstraighttothe

fridgeandtookoutbottledwater.

Me:"uhm,don'tyouthinkyoushould

putashirton?"

Sivuyile:"hawu,Ithoughtyouwere

enjoyingtheexhibition."Thisguy!

Me:"notreally,youareactuallymaking

meuncomfortable."



Sivuyile:"why?BecauseIamtoo

sexy?"

Me:"God,youaresofullofyourself."

Sivuyile:"Itwasaquestion."

Me:"morelikearhetoricalquestion."

Sivuyile:"Youknowmesowell."I

rolledmyeyes."Don'tdothat,your

eyesaretoobigforthatshit."Stupid

prick.



Me:"Wouldyoulikesomebreakfast?"

Sivuyile:"Ofcourse.Ahealthy

sandwichwilldo,fornow."Itookout

theingredientsforhissandwich.It

wasawholegrainbread

sandwich,withlettuce,fetacheese,

cucumberandtomatoes.

Me:"Whatareyoudrinking?"Heheld

uphisbottledwater."Soyouarea

healthfreak?"



Sivuyile:"yeah,Idon'treallyhave

choice."

Me:"Whydosaythat?"

Sivuyile:"Ineedtomaintainthissexy

body."

Me:"psssh."

Sivuyile:"Thehunnieslikethisbody,so

Ican'tdisappointthembynotbeing

fitandhealthy."Imentallyrolledmy

eyes.



Me:"Hunnies?Youaremarrieddude.

Youcan'tbesayingthingslikethat."

Sivuyile:"isthatjealousyIhearinyour

voice?"

Me:"hellno.I'mjustsaying."

Sivuyile:"aresure?"

Me:"ofcourseIamsure.InfactI

don'tevencarewhatyoudoinyour

marriage,it'syourlifeafterall."



Sivuyile:"really?Awesomethen."

Me:"mmmh."

Sivuyile:"anyway,Ineedyouto

accompanymetothemall."Hewas

placinghisplateinthesink.

Me:"ahhhwhy?Can'tyougowith

Thandiwe?"

Sivuyile:"no.Iwanttogowithyou."

OhGod,Idon'tfeellikegoing



anywherewithhim.

Me:"ohhcomeon,Ialreadyhave

plans."

Sivuyile:"cancelthem."

Me:"no."

Sivuyile:"Lunathi!"Ifoldedmyarms.

Me:"Whatarewegoingtodoatthe

mall."



Sivuyile:"buysomehousegroceries."

Notagain!"Isn'tthatfun."Hewas

goingupthestairs.

Me:"thenyoushouldtakeThandiwith

you!."Ishouted,sincehewasalready

halfwaythroughthestairs

Sivuyile:"Weareleavingin30

minutes!.Getready!"Heshouted

back.OhGod,whyme?Iwentto

washhisplatebeforegoingupstairs

totakealongbath.Itookalongbath

becauseIwasdreadinggoingtothe



mallwithSivuyile,Iwasreallynotin

themood.Igotouttheshowerand

wipedmyself,whenIwalkedback

intotheroomZintlewasalready

awakeandmakingthebed.

Me:"ohhthesleepingbeautyis

awake."

Zintle:"morningbabe."

Me:"Howareyousweets?"

Zintle:"I'mfreshasyoucansee."



Me:"Imgood,thankyouverymuchfor

asking."Shelaughed.

Zintle:"Don'tworry,Ialreadyknow

howyoufeelthat'swhyIdidn'task."I

laughed.

Me:"Whatareyourplansforthe

day?"

Zintle:"Imgoingbackhometoday.

Wellthat'safterItakeapicturein

everysingleroomofthishouse."I



laughed.

Me:"Youstupid."Welaughed.

Suddenlyanideajusthitme."Why

don'tyoujoinmeandSivuyileforthe

groceryshopping."

Zintle:"ofco-....No!Youonlyasking

mebecauseyoudon'twanttogo

withhimonyourown."

Me:"no,that'snottrue.Ijustdon't

wanttoleaveyoualoneinthis

house."



Zintle:"itsnotlikeI'mgonnabebored.

Ihaveamissiontoday,remember?"

Mxm.

Me:"I'msurey-"someoneknocked

onthedoor.

"Areyoudone?"Shit!Thatwas

Sivuyile.

Me:"uhm...almost."

Sivuyile:"Hurryup."



Me:"Shit!Shit!Ihaven'tevenchosen

anoutfityet."

Zintle:"whyareyoustressingabout

that,it'snotlikeyouaregoingona

dateorsomething."

Me:"mxm."Iplacedmysuitcaseon

thebedandtookoutanoutfit.Itwas

ablackjean,andaoffshoulderblack

croptopwithwhitesandles.Iquickly

woremyclothes,sprayedmybraids.

Zintle:"don'ttiethem,justletthem

lose."



Me:"Mmh."Ididasshetoldme.I

puffedmyperfume,appliedmypurple

mattelipstick,Itookmyslingbagthat

hadmyphoneandcertainessentials.

"Byebabe."Ikissedhercheekand

headeddownstairs.

Sivuyile:"30minutes,30minutes.Not

1hourand30minutes."

Me:"agirlneedstimetolookpretty

hawu."



Sivuyile:"forwho?Youwillalways

lookbeautifulinmyeyes."

Me:"Let'sgo."Iheadedforthedoor.

Wegotintothecaranddroveoff.

Sivuyile:"usuallywhenItellagirlthat

sheisbeautiful,shenormallyreplies

bysayingthankyou."Hewaslooking

atme.

Me:"don'ttakeyoureyesoffthe

road."Hechuckledandlookedahead.



Sivuyile:"Sowhenarewehavingour

firstbaby?"Ishenuts."Youare

scaringmewiththosebigeyeballsall

out."

Me:"wearenothavinganybabies."

Sivuyile:"Yet."

Me:"atall."

Sivuyile:"Youdoknowthatyouhave

togivemebabiesright?"Iknowthat



Me:"Ababy!Notbabiessss."He

laughed.

Sivuyile:"Whatifthatbabyisagirl?

Thatmeanswewillhavetotryuntil

yougivebirthtoaboy."OhhhellNo.

Me:"ThenwewillmakesurethatI

haveababyboy."

Sivuyile:"How?"

Me:"Idon'tknow.ButI'msurethere's

ascientificwaytodothat."



Sivuyile:"Areyousure?"

Me:"Welltherehastobe,causeIsure

ashellamnothavingmultiplebabies

withyou.Oneisenough."He

chuckled.

Sivuyile:"you'rebruisingmyheart"

Me:"Youareaman,youcantakeit."

Helaughedoutloud.

Sivuyile:"Youaresuchameangirl."



Me:"Itry."Welaughed.

Sivuyile:"Ienjoythis."Ilookedathim

"Spendingtimewithyou.Youarea

funpersontobearound.Unlike

Thandi,who'salwaystalkingabout

fashionorgoingoutlateatnight.We

don'treallyhavethatconnectionthat

meandyouhave,youknow."O....kay.

Me:"Maybeyoushouldtrytobuild

thatconnectionwithher."



Sivuyile:"Ifit'snotthere,it'snot.Idon't

wanttoforcethings."

Me:"Youareallowedtoforce

things,she'syourwife."

Sivuyile:"Iknow.ButIwillletit

happennaturally.Onthebrighterside

ofthings,Iwon'tgetboredanymore

nowthatYouarestayingwithus

permanently."Eish.

Me:"Uhm...aboutthatIwashopingto

movetoastudentaccommodationin

Feb."



Sivuyile:"What?!Why?!"

Me:"Justtogiveyouguyssome

space,Imeanyouguysarestillnewly

wedssoyouaregoingtobe

spendingalotoftimetogether..doing

thingsthatnewlywedsdo.....

everywhere."Helaughed,Iguesshe

caughtonwhatIwastalkingabout.

Sivuyile:"Youarenotagoodlistener,I

toldyouthatmeandThandidon't

spendalotoftimetogether.Andyou

don'tneedtoworryaboutthat,we



won'tbehavingsexeverywhere.We

willrespectyouenoughtokeepitin

ourroom."

Me:"evenso,Idon'treallyfeel

comfortablewithstayingunderthe

sameroofwithyohandThandi."

Sivuyile:"why?"OhGod,he'snot

makingthiseasyatall.

Me:"Uhm...wellIfeelguiltyabout

whatwedidbackinEC,Idon'tthinkI

willbeabletostaywithherwhilemy

guiltyconsciousiseatingmeup."



Sivuyile:"Firstofall,wedidn'tdo

anythingwrong.Youaremywife,soI

canhavesexwithyouwheneverI

want.Lastly,youneedtotalktoyour

consciousandtellittocalmdown

causeyouarenotmovingout."The

Hell?!

Me:"Whynot?"Iwasgettingirritated.

Sivuyile:"Youaremywife,notjustany

wife.YouaretheCrownedPrincess,I

don'tknowhowlongit'sgoingtotake

youtoregisterthatinyourhead.We



can'tbestayingindifferenthouses.

Whataremyparentsgoingtosay."

Me:"Theywon'tfindout."

Sivuyile:"PeopletalkLunathi.Itwon't

takelongbeforeitreachesthe

media,andsoonitwillreachmy

parents'ears,thenwhat?"

Me:"thenwewillmakethem

understandwhyIneedtomoveout.

WearenotInLove,sowearenot

obligedtostayinthesamehouse."



Sivuyile:"Trustme,weare!"Iwas

irritated,andsowashe.

Me:"Sowhatnow,ifmyboyfriend

wantstovisitmehehastocometo

myhusband'shouse?That'sdoesn't

soundappropriate."Hepulledoverin

thesideoftheroad.

Sivuyile:"Whatboyfriend?ItoldyouI

don'tlikesharing."

Me:"What'sthatsupposetomean?"



Sivuyile:"Itmeansyouarenotallowed

tohaveaboyfriend.Itmeansyouare

mineandmineonly!"Uyanyalo!

Me:"Excuseme?!Incaseyouforgot,I

amtheancestors'wife....thatmeans

IcandowhateverIwantwith

whoeverIwant.Ialsothoughtyou

wereokaywithmehavingaboyfriend

outsideourmarriage."

Sivuyile:"ThatwasbeforeI..."hekept

quiet.



Me:"Beforeyouwhat?"

Sivuyile:"Letsjustdropthis

conversation.Youarenothavinga

boyfriend,andthat'sfinal!"

Me:"Iamnolongeravirgin,that

meansIhaveneedsthatrequireme

tohaveaboyfriend."

Sivuyile:"Iwilltakecareofthose

damnneeds!"Okayhewasangry.

Me:"Youhaveawife.Ialsodon'tlike



sharing,soIwouldratherfindmyself

someonewhodoesn'thavea

baggage."

Sivuyile:"Uphambene!(Youare

crazy!)."

Me:"Idon'tevenknowwhyyouare

angry,Imeanyougotthegoodstuff.

Youaretheonewhoopenedthedoor

theofthepalace,nowletsomeone

enterandexplorethepalace!"Hehit

thesteeringwheel.Hewasfuming.I

don'tevenknowwhyIsaidthat,I

guessIwasdrivenbyirritation.



Sivuyile:"Justshutupokay?!Now

openyourearsandlistentome

clearly,Youarenotgoingtohavea

boyfriendLunathi!Youareamarried

woman,thereforeyoushouldbehave

likeone."

Me:"YoushouldtellthattoThandi."I

mumbled.

Sivuyile:"Whatwasthat?"

Me:"Isaid,I'm18,soIwilllivemylife



likeateenager.Youarejustmy

husbandbyname,youdon'tgetto

dictatewhatgettodoandwhatIam

notsupposedtodo."Iwasnot

shoutingtheentiretime,butyenahe

was.

Sivuyile:"Youaresostubborn!."

Me:"Couldyoupleasejustdrivetothe

mallsothatwecangetoverand

donewiththistrip."

Sivuyile:"Nxah!"Hestartedthecar

andwedrovetothemall.Iwasso



pissed,eventhoughIdidn'traisemy

voiceathimbecauseIstillneedto

respecthim.Heparkedthecar,we

gotoffandwenttoSPAR.Hewas

pushingthebigtrolleywhileIwas

pickingthethingsthatwewillneedat

home.Peoplewerestaringat

us,someweresmilingwhileother

girlsgavemetheevillook,otherwere

justdumbstruck.Afewpeoplecame

uptousandaskedtotakepictures

withus.Mycheeksweresorefrom

allthesmilingIhadtodo,hayshame

Iwasnotcutoutforthislife.DidI

reallyhavetobetheCrowned

Princessofthefamousroyalfamily?



Itmightsoundfun,butit'snot.Imean

thejudgmentallooksIkeepon

gettingwerenotmakingiteasyfor

me.

Sivuyile:"Sowearenotgoingtotalk

thisentiretime?"

Me:"Nope,IenjoymysilencewhenI

amshopping."Okay,thatwasastupid

thingtosay.Hewasslowlypushing

thetrolleybehindme.Iturnedto

inspectthefulltrolley."DidIleave

anythingout?"



Sivuyile:"Idon'tknow,wewillsee

whenwepacktheminthe

cupboards."

Me:"Well,Iguesswearedone."He

followedmetothetill,therewasn't

anyque,sothecashierimmediately

attendedtouswhenwegotthere.

Cashier:"Plastic?"Shewaslookingat

Sivuyilewithaveryflirtysmile.

Hebathong!Kantiaren'tyou

supposedtokeepyourheadbowed

whenyouafteraroyaltyna?Iguess

thatdoesn'tapplytocashiers.



Sivuyile:"Baby,she'stalkingtoyou."

Henudgedmyarm.OhIambaby?I

guessweareactingnow,LOL.The

cashier'ssmiledisappeared

immediately.

Me:"Oh,uhm.Yesplease."Sheclicked

onthescreen.Sivuyilewasholding

myhandtheentiretime,andsincewe

wereacting,Irestedmyfaceonhis

arm.Therewasanothergirlstanding

attheendofthetable(Tilltable),she

waspackingourgrocery.



Girl:"Youguyslookcutetogether."

OhGod,IguessIhavetosmilenow.

Sivuyile:"Thankyou."Ijustgaveher

mymilliondollarsmile.Finallyhe

paidandpushedthetrolleyputthe

storeandtothecar.

Me:"Idon'tthinkIwillevergetused

tothis."

Sivuyile:"Getusedtowhat?"Hewas

packingthegroceryintothecar.



Me:"Thestares,smilingandtaking

pictures.Iwasnotmadetobeinthe

publiceye,Iamwaytoshyforthat."

Sivuyile:"Shy?You?"Helaughed,I

lookedathimwithanannoyed

look,hestopped."Sorry.Butdon't

stressaboutit,youwillgetusedtoit

inthelongrun."

Me:"Nexttimewhenyouwanttogo

somewhere,livemebehind."

Sivuyile:"Andthatwillmakepeople

tostopstaringatyou?"



Me:"Yes.Youarethemain

attraction."Hechuckled.

Sivuyile:"ThatIam."Hebrushedhis

shoulders.

Me:"notinthatwayMr."

Sivuyile:"Toolate,Ialreadytook.itin

thatway."Henuts.Iguessweareno

longerangryateachothernow."You

hungry?"Heclosedtheboot



Me:"Yep."

Sivuyile:"whereareweeating?"

Me:"Home.Ican'thandlemore

stares."Helaughed."Justbuysome

KFC,thenwewilleatathome,whereI

willfeelcomfortable"helaughed

again.

Sivuyile:"Let'sgo."

Me:"Ah.ah.Youaregoingonyour

own."



Sivuyile:"Nooo.Doyouwantsome

randomgirlstoflirtwithme?"

Me:"Don'tactlikeyoudon'tenjoythe

attention."Helaughed.

Sivuyile:"Youhavenoidea."Ilaughed.

"Sovelendivayandodwa?(SoIam

reallygoingalone?)"

Me:"Yep.Iwillwaitforyouhere."

Sivuyile:"Whatdoyouwantmeto



buyforyou?"

Me:"mmmmh.ABoxMastermeal.

Pleasetellthemtomakethefillet

chilly."

Sivuyile:"That'sall?"

Me:"Yeah.What?Youwantmetobuy

alotoffoodsothatIwillgainmore

weight?"

Sivuyile:"Ilikeyourbody,youaresexy

asfuck."



Me:"Pervert!"Welaughed.

Sivuyile:"Letmego,sothatIwillcome

backquickly."

Me:"Don'tforgetthatweleftZintle

andThandiwebackathome."

Sivuyile:"Thandiweonlyeatsveges."

WhyamInotsurprised.

Me:"Okay.Givemethecarkeys."He

tossedthemtomeandleft.I



unlockedthecarandgotinbefore

lockingitagain."Mmmh,let'ssee

whatkindofmusicyouhaveonthis

USB."Ipressedplayonthecar

stereo,Emtee'sThankYoustarted

playing."Mmmmh,notbadhusband."

Isangalongtothesong.Afew

minuteslaterIwasstartledbya

knockonthewindow.ItwasSivuyile,I

unlockedthedoor,hegotinand

placedthefoodonthebackseat.

Me:"thatwasquick."

Sivuyile:"Perksofbeingavery



handsomeandsexyPrince."Irolled

myeyes.Wedrovebackhome,while

jammingtohisHipHopplaylist.

WhenwegothomeIwasthefirstone

tojumpoffandgotinsidethehouse.

Thandi:"WhereisMYMAN?"

Yuuuh,theemphasis.

Me:"He'sou-"Asifoncue,heentered.

Sivuyile:"andthewena?Doyou

expectmetocarrythoseplasticson

myown?"



Me:"Youarestrongmanmos,youwill

manage."

Sivuyile:"uyagula."Ilaughed

Me:"Whydon'tyouhaveguardshere

likebackinEC?"

Sivuyile:"Idohaveguards."

Me:"WellIdon'tseethemaround

here."Ilookedaround



Sivuyile:"Iamjoking,Idon't.Butdad

saidhewillsendafew,sincewehave

acrownedPrincess."

Me:"OhhIfeelsospecial."

Sivuyile:"Don't!"

Me:"Monash!(Jealousy!)"Weboth

laughed.Thandiwassoirritated.

Thandi:"Leon!"

Sivuyile:"Ohheybaby."Iwasbaby



justawhileago.Hewenttoherand

kissedhercheek.

Thandi:"That'snotawaytokissyour

wife."Okay,that'smyquetoleave.

Me:"Uhm,letmegogetZintletohelp

mewiththebagsoutside."Iranup

thestairstomyroombeforeanyone

couldsayanything.Zintlewastalking

onthephone,shewasblushingand

allsoIfigureditwasherboyfriend

Thami.

Zintle:"Babe,Ihavetogo.Bootyjust



gotintheroom.....Loveyoutoo

bunny.....Okaywilldo.....mncwaaa."

shehungup."Youarebackalready."

Me:"yes,andIneedyourhelpwith

packingthegrocery."

Zintle:"Uhhh,okay.Letmewearfirst."

Sheworehershoesandwewent

downstairs."Hawu,wherearethe

grocerybags?"

Me:"inthecar....whereweneedto

fetchthem."Shelookedatme.



Zintle:"Ithoughtyousaidwewere

PACKINGthegroceryintothe

CUPBOARDS,notfetchingtheminthe

car."

Me:"Oops,IguessIforgottomention

thatpart."

Zintle:"Imsureyoudid."Shedragged

herfeetoutsidetothecar,Ifollowed

behindher.SinceSivuyilehadalready

broughtinsomebags,weonlyhada

fewleft.Wetookthoseandwent

backinside,thenwestartedpacking



themnicelyintothecupboardsand

thefridge.

■

□

■

□

#Luvuyile?

#Sindiwe?

•

•

Apologiesgoodpeople,butmyschool

lifeistakingit'stollonme.atthe

moment.Testsleftandright,Ineed

togetmyheadinthegame.Iwilltry



topostwheneverIhavetimeto.This

isnotpermanent,it'sonlyforashort

while,so.pleasebarewithme.

THANKYOU
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SIVUYILE

Imademywayinsidethesurgery,and

wentstraighttoThemba'soffice.He

wassittingwithtwomen,wearing

formal.Igreetedandsatonthedesk



nexttoThemba.

Themba:"Suretookyoursweettime."

Me:"Iamamarriedman."

Themba:"So?"

Me:"ThatmeansIhavesomeonethat

makesmenotwanttoleavethe

house."Helaughed.

Themba:"Youmeanpeople."



Me:"Nosomeone."Onegentleman

earrdhisthroat.

Themba:"Oh,uhforgiveusplease.

ThisismypartnerS-"

Man1:"PrinceSivuyileDlamini."Of

courseheknowsme.

Themba:"EishIforgetthatheisa

knownPearson.Svitsh,thesetwo

gentlemenareMrLuzukoMbebe,and

theoneonhisrightisMrLindani



Mkhawulo."

Me:"Pleasuretomeetyou."Ishook

boththeirhands."Ihearyouhavea

businessproposalforus."

Luzuko:"Yes,Iamjustgoingtodive

straightintoit.Iamamanofmany

business,somelegalsomenotso

legal."

Me:"Exactlywhatdoyoumeanbynot

solegal?"



Luzuko:"Imean,Wehadtogetour

handsdirtytogetwhereweare.Ihad

tojoinagangtofulfilourneedsand

maintainourstandardofliving.I

won'texciteyouwiththedetailsof

howweendedupjoiningagang,I'm

sureyoudon'twanttoknowallthat."

Themba:"Pleasedointrigueus."I

lookedathimwhileLuzukoandhis

friendlaughed.Thembacanbe

embarrassingsometimes.

Me:"Sowhatdoyouneedfromus?I

meanwearedefinitelynotwillingto



joinyourgang."

Themba:"Speakforyourself."

Lindani:"wellwhatweneedfromyou

guysisyoursurgery."

Themba:"What?Nono,wearenot

selling.Wejustopenedshopand

alreadyyouwanttobuyusout."

Lindanichuckled.

Lindani:"No,Idon'tmeanitlikethat.

WhatImeanis,wewillneedyour



services,yourdoctoralservices."

Me:"Elaborate."

Lindani:"Wellwegoondifferent

missionsalmosteverynight,someof

thosemissionshappentobedeadly

dangerous.Meaning,thereare

shootingsinvolved.Sowhatwewill

needfromyouisforyouguystobe

ourcrew'spersonaldoctors."Heis

beingveryvague

Themba:"Idon'tunderstand."I'mglad

I'mnottheonlyone.



Luzuko:"Ey.Thisisreallysimple,I

don'tknowwhyit'stakingyousolong

tocomprehend."He'sarrogant.

"Basicallywhatweneedfromyouis

thatwhenoneofourmembersgets

shotduringourmission,wewillneed

youguystohelphimwithyour

doctoringstuff."Hehedoctoringstuff.

Me:"Andyouneedusbecause?"

Luzuko:"Becauseyoualsoneedthe

business."



Me:"Thesurgeryisstillnew,business

willpickup."Hechuckledina

mockingmanner.

Luzuko:"Wellinthemeanyoudo

needpatientsbeforeitrunstothe

ground.AndIamofferingthemto

youonasilverplatter."

Lindani:"Andyouwillbepaidvery

handsomelyforyourservices."I

chuckledindisbelief.

Me:"DoIlooklikeIneedthemoney?"

IcouldfeelThemba'sstareonme.



Luzuko:"Everyoneneedsalittleextra

cash.Youcan'talwayssurviveon

Daddy'scash."Bastard.!

Themba:"Amen."Thisfool.

Me:"Again,whydoyouneedus?"

Luzukosighedinirritation

Lindani:"Because,thisisaprivate

surgery,it'sstillnew.Thatmeansyou

don'thavealotofpatients,that

meanslessattraction.Whichisgood



forus."

Me:"Mmmh.Soallyouwillneedfrom

usistodoctoryourmembers,nothing

more?Noshootings,orjoiningthe

gang?"

Luzuko:"Yes.Allyouneedtodoisto

takecareofourinjuredsoldiersand

keepquietaboutit."Weneedtothink

aboutthisverythoroughly.OhwaitI

thinkihaveanansweralready.

Me:"No."



Lindani:"what?!"

Me:"Ouranswerisno.Wedon'tneed

anysinisterthingshere."

Luzuko:"Don'tyouthinkyoushould

consultwithyourpartneraboutthis?I

amsurehehasanopinionofhis

own."

Me:"I'msurehewilla-"

Themba:"Whydon'tyougiveustime



tothinkitthrough,wewillgetbackto

youassoonaswehavearesponse

foryou."What?!Theystoodupand

fixedtheirsuits.

Luzuko:"Don'ttaketoolong,wereally

needyourservices."Theyleft.

Me:"Whatwasthat?"

Themba:"Thatmyfriendwasa

perfectbusinessopportunity."

Me:"Riskyanddangerousbusiness



opportunityyoumean."

Themba:"Itsstillgoingtobringusa

lotofmoney."

Me:"haymarnThemba,it'stoorisky."

Themba:"takingrisksispartof

makingmoney."

Me:"HaymarnThemba,notthisway.

Whatifwegetarrested,huh?Then

what?Iamaprinceforheaven'ssake

Ican'tbeassociatedwithsuch."



Themba:"Igetthatmjita,butIam

prettycertainthatnoonewillknow

whatwearedoing.Theywilljust

thinkthatit'sjustnormalpatients

cominginforacheckup."

Me:"Ohreallynow?Normalshot

patientsonsuchasmallsurgery?

Comeon."

Themba:"It'snotthatsmall."Igave

himalook."Okay,maybeitissmall.

ButweneedthebusinessSivuyile,I

needthemoney.Phelawenayou



haveanothercompanyonthe

side,youaresetwhenitcomesto

money.Meontheotherhandhaveto

waituntillwehaveproperpatientsin

ordertohaveseriousmoney.Ineed

thisbruh."Ohboy,herecomesthe

emotionalblackmail."Doyouknow

howembarrassingitistohaveyour

friendsbuyyoudrinkswhenwego

out?Doyouknowhowhumiliatingit

isnotbeingabletobuyyourgirlfriend

agift?"

Me:"Hawuntwana,youdon'thavea

girlfriendmos."



Themba:"That'snotthepointatthe

moment."Ilaughed."WhatI'mtrying

tosayisthat,Iamtiredofnotbeing

abletodothingsmyself.Iamtired

ofbeinggirlfriendless."Shameman.

Me:"whatdoesthishavetodowith

youbeingsingle."

Themba:"Nogirlwantstodatea

brokeguy."

Me:"True.Butntwana,Iamreally



worriedaboutthisdeal.Whatif

somethinggoeswrong?"

Themba:"Thenwewilldealwithit

alongtheway.Rightnow,weneedthe

money.Ineedthemoney."

Me:"Okayfine,Iwillconsiderit."He

stoodupandgavemeabighug.

Themba:"Thankyoumyman,you

won'tregretthis.Iwillmakesureof

it."



Me:"Ihopeso.Eyygetoffme,what

typahomoshitisthis."

Themba:"haysuka,youlikeit!"I

pushedhimoffme,welaughed.

Me:"Ohplease,Igetenoughhugsat

home.Muchwarmerhugs."Hesat

backdownonhischair.

Themba:"eyyluckybastard,kambe

youhavetwowives.Sotellmemy

man,doyoulikehaveatimetableof

whoyougettospendthenightwith?

Areyouhittingitbothsides?"I



laughed.

Me:"No!Ifonlyyouknew,Ionlyshare

abedwithThandi.Lunathisaidshe

justwantsustobefriends."He

laughed.

Themba:"Marriedfriends?"He

laughedagain."Soveleawudopinix

fromyena?(Soyouarenotgetting

somefromher?)"

Me:"Atallntwana.Ionlyknow

Thandi'spussy."



Themba:"it'sstillearlydayntwana,

you'veonlybeenherefor2days.Give

hertime,shewillwarmuptoyouand

giveyouthecookie."

Me:"Neh?"

Themba:"yeahntwana,andifyouhitit

right,shewillcomebackformore."

Shiit,sothatmeansIdidn'thititright

thefirsttime?Nothat'simpossible,I

meanIhaveitmyallmos."Don't

stressaboutitmarnntwana.Wellall

youhavetoworryaboutishergetting



aboyfriendandlettinghimpopthe

cherry.Imaginefindingyourownwife

unslead,butyoumarriedhersealed."

Helaughedoutloud,Godhecanbe

soannoyingsometimes.

Me:"nahI'mnotworriedabout

that,I'mtheonewhohititfirstvele."I

smirked.Hejumpedfromhischair.

Themba:"Wait!What?!"

Me:"Yep,Iopenedthegatesofher

paradise."



Themba:"Youdirtydog!"Hebrought

hisfistcloser,Imethimhalfway.We

fistbumped."Sohowcomeshe

hasn'twarmeduptoyet?....Ormaybe

youdidn'toutitdownright."He

laughed.

Me:"Fuckno!Ofcoursejgaveitto

hergood,she'sjustbeingaselfless

person.Shedoesn'twanttostepon

Thandi'stoes."

Themba:"Weeeh,thatBarbiedollof

yours.Tellme,exactlywhenareyou



goingtolethergo?Imeanyoudon't

loveher,sowhydoyoustillkeepher

around?"

Me:"Ahhntwana,uyazinawe

kuhambani(youknowthestory)

betweenmeandThandi."

Themba:"Ayy,you'vesupportedher

enoughalready.I'msureshe's

emotionallycapableoftakingcareof

herselfnow.Imeanit'sbeentwo

yearsntwana."

Me:"Iknow.Andtheworstthingis,I



thinkIamInlovewithLunathinow."

Themba:"Iknewit!!Thosefuckers

owemeathousandrand."

Me:"What?Howdidyouyouknow?

Andwait,youguysactuallyputabet

onmyfeelings?"

Themba:"Iknowbroh,Iknowyourin

loveface-orshouldIsayattitude.

Andyesweplacedabetonit,Ican't

waittorubitinonthosedickheads."

Ilaughed."Sohaveyoutoldherhow

youfeel?"



Me:"No,funnythingIamscared."He

laughed."Nolikereally,Iamreally

shutscaredoftellingher.Whatifshe

rejectsme?"

Themba:"whatyouneedtoworry

yourselfaboutareherbrothers."Oh

Shit!"Oncetheyfindoutthatyou

haveopenedthecookiejar,theyare

goingtoflip."

Me:"Youwon'ttellthemnowwill

you?"



Themba:"Ofcoursenot.Butyoualso

needtogettheirpermissionbefore

youaskhertobeyourgirlfriend....I

meanwife,nahlover."Ilaughed.

Me:"OhGodno.Iwilljustsurviveon

thosestolenmomentswithher,Iam

notgoingtoaskherbrothersforsuch.

Theywouldbeatmeup."Helaughed

Themba:"ButIdon'tblameyoufor

fallingforherdude,thatgirlisunreal.

She'sfunny,respectfulandtotopitall

offshe'sbeautiful."



Me:"She'sstillmywifeyouknow?So

I'mnotreallycomfortablewithyou

complimentingherlikethat."

Themba:"plusIwouldn'tmindtoget

apieceofthat."

Me:"Fuckyousan!"HelaughedandI

joinedhim.

Themba:"Chillntwana,Iwillleave

someforyou."Helaughedevenmore.

Me:"Youknowwhat,IthinkIshould



justleavebeforeIpunchyouonthe

face."Helaughedagain.Istoodup

andheadedforthedoor.

Themba:"SendmylovetoLunathi!"

Me:"Voetsek!"Helaughed.

Themba:"Iloveyoutoo!"Ileft.Igot

intomycaranddrovebacktothe

house.WhenIgotthereThandiwas

sittingonthecouchdoingher

nails,whileLunathiwasnowhereto

befound.



Me:"Where'sLunathi."Isatonthe

couch.

Thandi:"Uhm,hello?I'msittingright

herelookingsexyandwenayouhave

thegutstoaskmeaboutyour

secondwife?Areyoukiddingme?!"

OhGod,herecomesthedrama.

Me:"CanIjusthaveonedayofpeace

andquietThandiwe."

Thandi:"Soamannoyingyounow?"



Me:"Ididn'tsaythatbabe."

Thandi:"Mxm.AnywayIneedyour

cardfor."

Me:"Aibo,forwhatnow?"

Thandi:"Wespokeaboutthismarn

Sivuyile."

Me:"we?NoyouspokeaboutthisI

justlistenedtoyourlittlerant."



Thandi:"Someexpressingmy

feelingsismeranting?"

Me:"Thandiwe,Iamnotinthemood

forthis.Ihaveaheadache."

Thandi:"WellgivemeyourcardandI

willbeoutofyourhair."

Me:"No."

Thandi:"ComeonLeon."

Me:"No!Kantiuvakanjaninawena?"



Thandi:"NoneedtogoallXhosaon

me,allI-"FromthereIliterallyzoned

out.IfeltlikeIwasinmyownlittle

world,thereshewaswalkingdown

thestairslookingeversobeautiful.

Shewasnotevendressedupbutshe

stilllookedgorgeous.HowiwishI

metherbeforeImetThandiwe.

Thandi:"Sivuyile!!"Icamebackto

earth.

Me:"Ohyeahuhm,sorrywhatwere

yousaying?"



Thandi:"Seriously!"Shefinallygotto

us.

Lunathi:"Ohyouareback."

Me:"Yeah.Ijustgotin.Whereareyou

going?"

Lunathi:"Iammeetingupwithmy

sisterforlunch."

Thandi:"isthatcodeforBoyfriend?"I

wasimmediatelyirritatedbythat.



Lunathi:"Idon'tthinkIneedtoanswer

that.Anyway,Ihavetogoseeyou

guyslater."

Thandi:"Youmustcomebackearlyso

youcanpreparedinner."Ilookedat

herwitharaisedeyebrow."What?"

Thisgirlisunbelievable.

Lunathi:"Iamsureyoucanhandle

thatfortonightMissthang."Iwanted

tolaugh.



Me:"Whereareyoumeetingyour

sister?"

Lunathi:"AtMaponyamall."

Me:"Wellletmetakeyouthere."

Thandi:"AndwhoamIgonnastay

herewith?"

Lunathi:"Noneedforthat.Ialready

requestedanUber,it'slike2minutes

away."



Thandi:"Okaybyegirl."BloodyCock

blocker.

Lunathi:"Bye."Shewalkedoutthe

door.

Thandi:"andthenwena?Offeringto

beherdesignateddriver."

Me:"Iwasjustbeingpolite."

Thandi:"She'sgoingtomeetupwith

herboyfriendandwenayouwantto

takeherthere?Seriously."



Me:"mxm."

Thandi:"Iwonderiftheguyisgood

looking,mmh."

Me:"Whatguy?"

Thandi:"Herboyfriend."

Me:"Shedoesn'thaveaboyfriend."

Thandi:"Yesshedoes."



Me:"Mxm."Iwasreallygetting

annoyed.

Thandi:"nowthatwehavethewhole

housetoourselves,whydon'twe

redecoratewithyourcum."WTF?She

climbedontopofme,kissingmy

neck.Shecametomylips,wekissed

forafewseconds.Butmymindwas

notwithher,Iwasthinkingabout

Lunathi,Iwaswonderingifshewas

reallymeetinghersisterorher

boyfriend.



Me:"MmhThandi.Iamnotinthe

mood."

Thandi:"whenareyouneverinthe

mood?"Ipushedheroffmegently.

Me:"Ihaveworktodo."Igotupand

headedupstairs.

Thandi:"Areyouseriouslyblowing

meoffforstupiddocuments?!"I

ignoredherandwenttomystudy.I

startedworkingonacontractI

recievedafewdaysago,butIstill

couldn'tconcentrated.Ijustdecided



towatchsomepornonline,while

masturbating.Mmmhstressreliever.

"Ithoughtyousaidyouhadworkto

do."Inearlyjumpedoffthechair

becauseIwasstartled.

Me:"Haymarn.Whathappenedto

knocking?"

Thandi:"Soyourefusedtogiveme

somebecauseyouknewyouwere

goingtocheatonme."

Me:"Cheat?Iamnotcheatingon



you."

Thandi:"Youaremasturbatingto

anothergirl'smoans,that'scheating."

Eh.

Me:"That'snotcheating."

Thandi:"Itis.Whyareyoueven

torturingyourselfwhenIamhere,you

knowmyhoneypotisalways

availableatanytime."ShouldI?I

meanIamreallyhornyandshe

disturbedmysession.Ahfuckit,I'm

gonnafuck.
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Laterthateveningafterdinner

SivuyiledecidedtodriveZintle



home,wellthatwasafterThandi

blatantlyrefusedtodriveherhome

herself.Iwasbusywashingthe

dishesinthekitchenwhensheslowly

walkedinandleanedonthecounter.

Thandi:"Iseewhatyoutryingto

do,justsoyouknowitwon'twork."I

lookedatherthenIwentbackto

washingthedishes.

Me:"Idon'tthinkIfollow."

Thandi:"Imeanyoutryingtoseduce

myhusband,goingtodogrocery



shoppingwithhim."Icouldn'thelp

myself,Ijustletoutaloudlaugh.

"Laughallyouwant,butknowthis.

Thatmanismine.Hewillneverbe

yours,hisheartbelongstohim."

Me:"orisitnow?"Ijustwantedto

plantaseedofdoubtinhermind

Thandi:"What'sthatsupposedto

mean?"

Me:"Nothing,nothingatall."



Thandi:"Thatdidn'tsoundlike

nothing."Iwipedmyhandswitha

dishclothandplaceditonmy

shoulder,thenIturnedtolookather

Me:"Imean"Imimickedhervoice."If

hisheartreallybelongstoyou,why

doesn'thespendalotoftimewith?

Whyishealwayssoeagertoimpress

othergirlswhenhehassomeonehe

lovesrighthereinthis

house?mmm,maybeyoushouldask

yourselfthosequestionsbeforeyou

startmarkingyourterritory."Asifon

cue,hewalkedinwhilewhistling.I

turnedbackandwashedmy



dishes,ignoringthedeadlylook

Thandiwasgivingme.Sivuyilecame

tothekitchen.

Sivuyile:"Lunathiwhatareyoudoing?"

Me:"Washingthedishes,duh."

Sivuyile:"Thandiweistheonewho's

supposedtodothat,youcan'tcook

andwashdishes.That'snotfair."

Thandi:"AiboLeon."



Sivuyile:"Uthinyaibontoni?!"

Thandi:"WhyshouldIwashthe

disheswhenshecandothat."

Sivuyile:"Uhmletmesee....because

it'scalledsharingchores,doingyour

wifelyduties."

Thandi:"Ialreadydofulfilmywifely

duties,ifyouknowwhatImean."She

saidinadirtyvoice,Ifeltso

disgusted.



Sivuyile:"beingawifedoesn'tonly

includedoingthat,italsoincludes

takingcareofahome,keepingit

clean."

Thandi:"That'swhywehave

Mam'Nomusa."

Sivuyile:"Didyouforgetthatshe

quit,afteryoumadeherpaintyourtoe

nails."Jesusthisgirl.

Thandi:"Shewasjustbeingdramatic."

Ipackedthedishesinthecupboard

withalookofdisbelief.



Sivuyile:"Dramatic?She'sa50year

oldwoman,oldenoughtobeyour

motherandwenayoudecidedtoask

hertopaintyourtoenails!"Anditget

worse.

Thandi:"Ithoughthatwasalsopartof

herjobdescription."

Sivuyile:"Wellguesswhat?Because

ofyourthoughts,wedon'thavea

maid.Soyouhavetoshareyour

choreswithLunathi."



Thandi:"WellsinceIalreadydothe

chores...inthebedroom,Iwilllet

Boitumelotakecareofthehouse

chores."Thisgirlisreallymentally

disturbed.

Sivuyile:"Thandi,areyousureyouare

okay?"

Thandi:"OfcourseI'mokay."

Sivuyile:"No,Imeanmentally."Ilet

outachuckle.



Thandi:"Sivuyile!That'saninsult.

Howdareyoudisrespectmeinfront

ofher."Nowwho'sbeingdramatic.

Sivuyile:"Itwasasimplequestion,not

aninsult."

Thandi:"WellItookitasone,my

feelingsaresohurtrightnow.Iwill

needretailtherapy,soIwillneedyour

cardfirstthinginthemorning."

Sivuyile:"H-"



Thandi:"Saveit.Nowletmegoand

nursemyfeelingsinMYroom.You

canusethespareroomcauseIcan't

barethesightofyourightnow."

Dramaticmuch?Shelookedatmefor

awhile."Onsecondthoughts,youwill

sleeponthecouchthat'sinour

room."

Sivuyile:"Heehhayuyandinyela

kengoku.(Nowyouareshittingme)."

Thandi:"Youaredoingitagain!NowI

willhavetoaddamessageontopof

thatretailtherapy."



Sivuyile:"Tha-"Shegavehimthe'talk

tothehand'signbeforerushingoff

upstairs."Hayndiyanyeleka

kengoku."Icouldn'tcontainmy

laughteranymore,Ijustletout.Ieven

hadtearsinmyeyes."Areyoudone

now?"Ilookedathimandstarted

laughingagain,tillIcouldn'tanymore.

Me:"Damn!.....NowIamdone."He

lookedlikehewaspissedoff."How

doyoudealwiththat?"

Sivuyile:"Justgotobedandstop



askingmestupidquestions."I

laughedagain,hewasreallypissed.

Me:"Don'tbemadatmeboo,I'mnot

theonewho'smakingyouagold

mine."Helaughed."Thethingsyou

tolerateallinthenameoflove."I

walkedtothefridgeandtookout

bottledcoldwater."Wellgoodnight

MrMine."Helaughed.Iwentupto

myroom.Ichangedintomynight

dressandgotinunderthecovers

afterdrinkingmywater.Itookoutmy

phoneandcheckedafewWhatsApp

messages,Ilockeditandplacedit

undermypillowthenIclosedmy



eyes.

□

□

□

SIVUYILE

.

Sheleftmestandinginthemiddleof

thekitchenwithasmileplasteredon

myface.Ididn'tlikewhatshesaid

though,thethigabouttolerating

thingsallinthenameoflove,ifonly

sheknewthatI'mnotreallyinlove

withThandi,quitefranklyIdon'tlove

her,Ijustcareaboutherandher

pussygameisjustabonus.My



relationshipwithThandiisvery

complicated,Ionlymarriedher

becausemyfatherwasputting

pressurisingmeintogettinga

wife,funnythingiswhenIintroduced

Thanditohimhedidn'tlikeher,butI

marriedheranyway,becauseIfeltlike

Ioweherthatmuch.ImeanIhad

alreadypromisedhermarriage,soit

wouldhavebeenawfulofmetogo

backonmywordright?My

relationshipwithThandistarted2or

3yearsago,inaclub.Shewasaone

nightstand,butbecauseherpussy

wasonfireIcouldn'tlethergo.We

hadanostringsattached



relationshipforafewmonths,well

thatwasuntilshecaughtfeelingsfor

me,shestartedbeingclingyand

beingterritorial.SoIalsowentwith

theflowsincewell,Ididn'treallyhave

asteadygirlfriend.Throughoutthe

relationship,therehasbeenalotof

beingunfaithful-frommysidethatis,

Ikeptoncheatingonherhopingthat

willmakeherdumpmebutitdidn't,it

gotworsewhenshefoundoutthatI

amthecrownedPrinceoftheXhosa

Kingdom.Shewashellbentonfixing

ourrelationship,butIkeptgoingback

tomypromiscuouswaysandImade

surethatshefoundoutwheneverI



sleptwithagirl,butthatdidn'twork

too.WhenIfinallydecidedtobreak

upwithher,shedroppedabombshell

onme,shetoldmethatshewas2

monthspregnantwithmybaby,I

couldn'tgothroughwiththebreakup.

ButIcarriedonhavingsexwithother

girlsontheside,untilshefoundout

aboutitandconfrontedme,and

surprisinglysheforgavemeagain.A

fewdaysaftertheconfrontation,she

calledmeandtoldshe'scomingover

totalktome,Iwashappy-ithought

thiswasit,thisiswheresheisgoing

tobreakupwith,andboywasIwrong.

InsteadofbreakingupwithasIhad



hoped,shetoldmethatshe

miscarriedourbaby.That

again,mademestayinthisloveless

relationshipwithher.Ican'treallysay

Iwashurtwhenshelostthebaby

becauseIwasn'treallyreadytobea

father,butshewashurting,soImade

avowtomyselfthatIwillalwaysbe

thereforher,evenifitmeantstaying

inthisrelationshipwithher.Afew

monthslatershemovedin,I

introducedhertomysisters,and

thembeingforwardtheytoldmom

abouther,whowentonandtolddad.

That'swhenDadcameupwiththis

wholemarriagething,hekepton



tellingmethatI'mnotgettingany

younger,andhemightdieanytimeso

inordertorulethekingdomIneedto

getawife.Afterdadfoundoutthat

Thandiwasnotthechosenone,he

toldmetobreakupwithher,butI

couldn'tsoIwentaheadandmarried

her.Andherewearetoday,married

withher,butIfeelabsolutelynothing

forher.InfactIthinkIaminlovewith

Boi-LunathiImean.Sheis

flawless,sheknowshowtotakecare

ofaman,whenshesmilesmyday

brightensup,whenevershe'saround

myheartbeatsfaster,mypalms

sweat,hellIfeellikekissingherallthe



time-herlaughgivesmegoose

bumps.IwanttotellherhowI

feel,butIdoubtwantshefeelsthe

sameway,Idon'twanttoberejected-

Ifearrejection,soIwilljustloveher

fromadistance.ButIjustwantwake

upnexttoherallthetime,Iwantto

beburiedinsidehervaginaevery

night,Iwanttoleavemymarkonher

everynight,Iwanttotouchherplump

skineverytime,damn!NowIam

aroused,IknowThandiwon'tgiveme

some,Imightaswellusemyhand.

Suckstobeme!

IwentuptomyroomThandiwas



alreadysleeping,Isawablanketand

pillowonthecouch,soshewas

seriousaboutmesleepingonthe

couch-uyanyalo!Jwon'tsleepon

thecouch,infactIwilljustgoand

sleepwithLunathi....NoIcan'tdo

that,Iwillgettemptedanddothings

toher,no.Iwilljustforcemyselfon

thisbed,AfterallIpaidforit.I

decidedtotakeashowerbefore

joiningmylovelywifeinbed.

○

ThenextmorningIwaswokenupby

myringingalarm,Iswitchedoffand

wenttotakeashower.Justlikeevery

morning,Thandiwasstillasleep,that



meansIhadtodomyownironing,

wellnotthatshedoesmyironing.I

wentdownstairswithonlymyboxers

on.Lunathiwasalreadyinthekitchen

preparingbreakfast.

Me:"Morning."Shesmiled,Icouldn't

helpbuttosmileback.

Lunathi:"Hey.Howdidyousleep?...

onthecouch?"Shelaughed.

Me:"Wellforyourinformation,Ididn't

sleepinthecouch."



Lunathi:"Yeah,right.Yourfoodis

ready."Shegavemeaplatefilled

withmybreakfast.

Me:"Uhm,ifit'snottoomuchtoo

couldyoupleaseiron

theclothesIamgoingtoweartoday."

Lunathi:"Sure,whereareyour

clothes?"

Me:"Well,Iwashopingthatyouwould

choseanoutfitforme."Shelookedat



mewithallhereyeballsout.

Lunathi:"Chooseanoutfitforyou?In

yourcloset?That'sinyourroom?

Whereyouleftyourcrazywife

sleeping?"Ilaughed,herfacial

expressionwastoofunny.

Me:"Don'tworry,Thandiisadeep

sleeper,shewontbhearyouenterthe

room."

Lunathi:"No,Iwouldbeoverstepping

myboundaries.Goingintoyourroom

andchoosingyouanoutfitwhileyour



wifeissleeping,nothat's

disrespectful."Gosh!Wheredidmy

ancestorsfindher,sheissoselfless

andrespectful.IthinkIamfallingin

deep."IknowIlookbeautiful,noneed

tolookatmelikethat."Ichuckled.

Me:"Don'tflatteryourselfMs."

Lunathi:"Mrsyoumean."Ichuckled

again.

Me:"Uhm,youcanchoosemyoutfit

fromtheclothesthatareinthe

laundryroom.Somethingcasual



please."

Lunathi:"Okay."Sheleft,Idugintomy

breakfast.Myphonerangdisturbing

mefrommyeating,itwasThemba.

Me:"EhTman."

Themba:"Shodawg,Ineedyouto

cometothesurgeryASAP."

Me:"Hawu,why?Isthereaproblem?"

Themba:"Notreally,justsomeone



whohasabusinessproposalforus.

Hewantstoseeusbothasinnow."

Me:"Eish,okay.Iwillbethereina

few."Ihungupandfinishedmy

breakfast.Iplacesheplateinthesink

anddrankwater.Lunathicameback

withmyironedclothes.

Lunathi:"Thereyougo."Shehanded

themtome,itwasablackjeanwitha

pologolft-shirt.

Me:"Thankyouwifey."She

smiled,damnherlips.Iwantedtokiss



her.IquicklystoleakissthenIran

upstairswhilelaughing.Iquickly

changedintomyclothes,tookmy

phoneandmycarkeysthenImade

mywaytothesurgery.

●

○

●
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BOITUMELO

IwasmakingmywaytoEdgars,that's

whereIwasmeetingmysister.Iwent

totheshoessection,shewastrying

onapairofredstilletoes.

Me:"Andthen?"

Bontle:"OneofLizwi'scolleagueis

hostingadinnerpartytonight,Ihave

tolookthebest."

Me:"Doyoureallyhavetobuynew



shoes?"

Bontle:"Ofcourse.It'spartoflooking

good."

Me:"Youaresoextra."

Bontle:"Whatever.Firstofallyou

didn'tevengreetmeproperlywhen

yougothere."

Me:"Sorry.Howareyoumybeautiful

sister?"



Bontle:"Toolatesweety."Ichuckled.

Me:"So,areyoutakingmeout?"

Bontle:"Hellno.I'mtakingyoutothe

doctor."

Me:"I'mnotsick."

Bontle:"See,Iknewyouwouldforget

aboutthis."Ohhh

Me:"Ohhh,forcontraceptives?"



Bontle:"No,formorphine.Ofcourse

forcontraceptives."Ilaughed.

Me:"Whycan'twejustbuypillsata

pharmacy?"

Bontle:"CauseIwanthimtoexplain

everythingtothetee.Andalsogive

youoptions.BesidesIfeellikepills

areabitrisky."

Me:"Why?"



Bontle:"Causeyouneedtodrinkthem

everyday,whatifyouforgettodrink

them,yousleepwithyourhusband

andendupfallingpregnant."

Me:"Wellyoudon'tneedtoworry

aboutthat.Meandhimarenever

goingdownthatroad.OooIlike

those."Shewastryingonablackpair

ofwedges.

Bontle:"Nah,toosimple.Whatdoyou

meanyouarenevergoingdownthat

road?"



Me:"Imeanweareneversleeping

togetheragain."

Bontle:"That'sj-"herphonerang.

"Who'sthisnow.Bontlehello?......

Ohhhsorrydoctor,weareonourway

now.....thank.youbye."Shehungup.

"Weneedtogo.Iwilljusttakethered

ones."Shetooktheshoesandwent

topaythenwelefttothedoctor.The

doctorexplainedallthedifferentkind

ofcontraceptivesIcouldtake,healso

explainedthesideeffectofthem.I

optedforthe3yearsneedle,itwas

lesscomplicatedandthatmeantless

worryingforme.Afterour



appointmentwewenttohavelunch

atSPUR.

Bontle:"Soyouarenotwillingtofight

foryourman?"Shesaidaftertakinga

bitofherstake.

Me:"He'snotmyman.Andbesides

There'sanothingtofightfor."

Bontle:"Child,yourhusbandisYOUR

man.Whatdoyoumeanthere's

nothingtofightfor?Areyoureally

gonnaletthatfineassguyspendthe

restofhislifewiththatBarbiedoll?"



Me:"Wellhelovesher,andhechose

tomarryher.AndI'mnotahome

wrecker,it'sbadenoughthatIgot

marriedtohimandsleptwithhim,I

can'tbuildaromanticrelationship

withhim.That'sjustwrong."

Bontle:"Sayswho?"

Me:"Me."

Bontle:"Youarenolongeravirgin

Tumi,thatmeansyouaregoingto



craveforadickfromtimetotimeyou

needtoturntohimwhenthattime

comes,."

Me:"No.Thatwon'thappen."

Bontle:"Sowenayouaretellingme

thatyoudon'tfeelanythingforhim?"

Me:"Yes."

Bontle:"Omaka(Youarelying)how

couldyounothaveacrushon

someonelikehim?Heisflippincute."



Me:"Okay,maybeIdofeelsomething

forhim.ButIwon'tactonthose

feelings."

Bontle:"Whynot?"

Me:"He'sinlovewithsomeoneelse,I

won'tsettleforbeingsecondbest."

Bontle:"Youfrustratemesometimes.

Youshouldmakeamoveonhim,just

topissThandioff."Ilaughed.



Me:"No.YouknowI'mnotaspiteful

person."

Bontle:"Doitformethen."

Me:"Noausi."

Bontle:"Please."

Me:"Youareabadinfluence."Isaid

whilelaughing.

Bontle:"Youknowyoualsowant

him,soit'sawinwinsituation."



Me:"Winwin?"

Bontle:"Yes,yougetashagandIget

toseeapissedoffThandi."Ohmy

Godhappeningtomysister?SMH.

Me:"Idon'twantashag."

Bontle:"Wellmaybenotnow,butinthe

nearfutureyouwill.Wenajust

seduceyouhusbandandallwillfall

intoplace."Amen.



Me:"WhydoIhavetoseducehim?"

Bontle:"whydoyouhavetoask

questionsallthetime?"Ilaughed.

Me:"Okayfine,sohowdoIgoabout

seducinghim?"Ican'tbelieveI'm

abouttodothis.

Bontle:"Soyougonnadoit?"

Me:"Idon'tknow,maybe.Itwill

depend."



Bontle:"Idon'tcareaboutthat,let's

getintobusiness.It'snothing

complicatedreally,allyouhavetodo

isweartightclothesthatshowoff

yourcurves,sexynightyeverynight

andmakesureyoualwaysseehim

afterchanginginto.thatnighty.Ohh

andpleasedo.flirtwithhimalot."

Anditgetsworse

Me:"Flirt?Ican'tflirt."

Bontle:"Youwilllearn.Allyouhaveto

doismakehimwantyou,malehim

wanttospendalotoftimewithyou."



Me:"Trustmehealreadydoes."

Bontle:"thenmaybemyPunkieyou

mightgetyourselfashag."She

smirked.

Me:"Idon'twanttohavesexwith

him."

Bontle:"Yeahright.Anywaydoyou

havesexynighties?"

Me:"Wellmomdidbuymealoadof



those,Idon'tknowwhy."Shelaughed

Bontle:"mamakeskelem(Momisa

crook.)Shewasactuallyhintingthat

youshouldfeedyourguy,givehima

cookie."

Me:"Andcanyoubelievethatwhen

theyweregivingmemaritaladvice

withtheQueen,theyactuallysaidI

shouldmakesurethathedoesn'tgo

tobedwithoutgettingfed."She

laughedoutloud.

Bontle:"Tshesamama!"



Me:"Ican'tbelieveshewasactually

encouragingmetohavesex."

Bontle:"Sheknowsthatsexisaneed.

Maybeshestillgetsherfreakonwith

dadeverynight."

Me:"Haysiesmarn!Idon'twantto

imaginethat."Shelaughedagain.

Bontle:"Don'tactlikeavirginhawu."

Me:"Sowhatareyougoingtobuy



me?"

Bontle:"whyshouldIbuyyou

something?"

Me:"Youdidn'tbuymeanythingon

mybirthdayphela."

Bontle:"Yourweddingwasabirthday

gift."Amen.

Me:"how?Youdidn'tpayforit."

Bontle:"ButIhelpedyouplanit,so



thatshouldcountasabirthdaygift."

Me:"Noit'sdoesn't."

Bontle:"marawenawahlupha.Your

resultsarecomingoutsoonandyou

willexpectmetobuyyouagift

again,noPunkie.EitherIbuyyou

somethingtodayorinJanuary."Ahhh.

Me:"Fine,today."

Bontle:"Whatdoyouwant?"Mmmh

excellentquestion



Me:"Kappatracksuit."

Bontle:"isn'tthatforboys?"

Me:"Idon'tthinkso.Evenifitwasfor

boys,Istillwantit."

Bontle:"Whatcolourdoyouwantit

in?"

Me:"Red."



Bontle:"fine,Letsgo."Shepaidthebill

thenwemadeourwaytoSportScene.

□

□

SIVUYILE

Thandi:"Wouldyoustoptappingthat

foot,youareirritatingme."

Me:"Whatifsomethinghappenedto

her?Whatifthisboyfriendofhersis

apsychopath?Whati-"

Thandi:"Whatifshe'ssafeandsound



whereversheis?Juststopwiththese

whatifs.Boitumeloisabiggirl,she's

18shecantakecareofherself."The

clockwasapproaching20:00and

Lunathiwasnotbackyet.Iwas

gettingworried,wellmaybeIwas

worriedaboutthefactthatshecould

bekissingherboyfriendrightnow,or

worsegivinghimwhat'smine....aggg

I'msofrustrated.

Me:"Ineedadrink."Istoodand

pouredmyselfaglassofwhiskey

whichIdownedinasecond."MaybeI

shouldcallherbrothers."



Thandi:"Andsaywhat?Mmmh?I

don'tevenknowwhyyouareso

worriedabouther,sheprobably

chillingandlaughingwithher

boyfriendwhileyouaregetting

yourselfworkedupaboutnothing."

She'snotmakingthissituationany

better.

Me:"Justshutupokay?!"

Thandi:"Whoareyoutalkingtolike

that?!"I'mseriouslynotinthemood

forthis,letmejustgoupstairs.Iwas



abouttotakethesecondstaircase

whenIheardthedooropening.I

quicklyturnedandwentbackto

Thandi.Shewalkedincarryloadsof

shoppingbags,mmmIguessher

boyfriendreallyspoiledher.

Me:"Whereareyoucomingfrom?!Is

thisthetimearoyalwifeshould

comehomeat?!"Shelookedatme

confused.

Lunathi:"sorry?"

Me:"Didyouevenseethetime?!"



Lunathi:"Itsnotthatlate.BesideI

sentyouatexttellingyouthatIwill

belate."

Me:"text?Whattext?"

Lunathi:"youshouldcheckyour

phonemoreoftenhusband."She

wentupstairswithhermultiple

shoppingbags.

Thandi:"Iguessshefoundherselfa

veryloadedboyfriend.Didyousee



thoseshoppingbags?"

Me:"IhaveeyesThandiwe."

Thandi:"Woahcalmdown.Whyare

youevenpissedoff?"

Me:"I'mnotpissed."

Thandi:"Sivuyile,doyoulovethatgirl?"

Ilookedather,hereyesweretelling

metosayno,butmyheartandmind

justwantedtoconfess.



Me:"What?No.Ijustcareabouther

safetythat'sall."

Thandi:"Thatbetterbethecase,or

else..."Thandiisarealpsycho,ask

mysidechickstheyknow.Lunathi

camedownwearinghersleep

wear,notjustanysleepwear,shewas

wearingasexylaceygown,thegown

wasn'ttiedproperlysoIcouldseea

bitoftheredsexynumbershehad

underneath.IswearIcouldfeelmy

entirebodyburning,Jamawasalso

reactingtothissight.



Lunathi:"Sowhatarewehavingfor

dinner."

Thandi:"wealreadyate,youwhip

somethingupforyourself."Yeah

right!Allwehadwasagreensalad,

withjuice.I'mstillhungry.

Lunathi:"Nahit'scool,I'mnothungry

anyway.Ijustcametosay

goodnight."

Thandi:"Goodnightdoll,andtomorrow

weneedtohaveatalkaboutthisnew

boyfriendofyours.Iwantallthe



details."Nxah!

Lunathi:"GoodnightSivuyile."Ohmy

God,thewayshesaidit.Iswearshe

saiditinaveryflirtatioustone,Ithink

Ialsosawhersqueezingherboobs.

OkaymaybeI'mexaggeratinga

bit,shedidn'treallysqueezeher

boobsitwasallinmyimagination,but

shedidgivemethebedroomeyes-I

didn'timaginethat.Whatisshedoing

tome?NowIneedtogetsomepussy.

Thandi'sphonebeeped,bringingme

backfromtheworldoflust.



Thandi:"Ohyes!"Shejumpedoffthe

couch.

Me:"What'sgotyousoexcited?"

Thandi:"Myfriendsareinvitingmeto

anightout,shuuujustwhenIthought

Iwasgonnaspendthenightat

home,butmybitchescamethrough

forme."Ihonestlydon'tunderstand

thisgirl.

Me:"Soyouarenotsleepinghere

tonight?"



Thandi:"Ofcoursenot.Iwillonly

comebacktomorrowataround10."I

feltlikejumpingandthankingmy

ancestors,nowthiswasareal

blessing,thiscouldpotentiallyearn

meachancetoshareabedwith

Lunathi.

Me:"Ohh,aslongasyouwillbesafe

andcheckinfromtimetotime."

Thandi:"Don'tworrybabyIwill.Ohh

andIwillneedabitofcashfor

tonight."



Me:"Don'tworryIwilltakecareof

that."Iwassoeagertohaveherout

ofthehouse.

Thandi:"thankyouthankyoubaby."

Shethrewherselfatmeandgaveme

amassivekiss."Letmegoandget

ready."Sheranouttheloungeandup

thestairs.Ididmyminidance,I've

beenwaitingforthismoment.Now

letmegoandtastethewaterwith

Lunathi.Iwentuptoherroom,I

knockedlightly,shetoldmetoenter.

Shewaslayingonherstomach,her



asswasallputandherthighswere

exposed.Nowthiswasasightfor

soreeyes.

Me:"Hey"Shemovedhereyesfrom

thephone.

Lunathi:"Hi..Iseeyouhavecalmed

down."

Me:"yeahaboutthat,I'msorry.Itend

tooverreactsometimes."

Lunathi:"Mmmhapologyaccepted."



Me:"Great.Nowthatwearefriends

again,Ineedahugefavourfromyou."

Lunathi:"andwhat'sthat?"

Me:"WellcanIsleepherewithyou

tonight?"Hereyeswidened"Yousee

thingisThandiisgoingouttonight

andshe'sonlycomingback

tomorrow."

Lunathi:"there'snothingnewthere,

I'msureyouareusedtothisnow."



ThisisgoingtobeharderthanI

thought.

Me:"WellIdon'twanttosleepby

myselftonight,especiallyafterwhat

happened."

Lunathi:"whathappened?"Shehada

confusedlookonherface.Iwanted

tosayyouhavemeahardon.

Me:"uhmIhadanightmarelast

night,itwasreallyscary.Iwas

shakingandsweating,Icouldn't

breathandIamasthmatic.Idon't



thinkIshouldsleepalonetonight,orI

mightenduphavinganasthmatic

attackifIdon'thavesomeonewho

willcalmmeafterthenightmare."

Okaythatwasabigfatlie!

Lunathi:"Ohmygoshreally?"

Me:"Yes,itgetsprettyhectic

sometimes."Thismightmakeme

lookweak,butIdon'tcareaslongas

itwillgetmeanicesleepwithher.

Lunathi:"howdoyouknowyouwill

haveanightmareagaintonight?"



She'satoughnuttocrack

Me:"Ijustdo,Istillfeelscared.AndI

thinkthishastodowith

ancestors,maybetheyaretryingto

tellmesomething."Ican'tbelieveI

justliedaboutmyancestors,please

forgivemeboZiziabahle.Shelooked

atmeforalongwhile.

Lunathi:"Fine,youcansleephere.As

longasyouwillkeepyourhandsto

yourself."Ican'treallypromiseher

that.



Me:"Icantakethat."

Lunathi:"imeanitSivuyilw,no

cuddling."AMEN!

Me:"Yeahsho."Thandiyelledmy

name."Thankyou.Iwillseeyouina

jiffy."Ileftherroomandwentto

Thandiwhowasstandinginthe

middleofthelounge.

Thandi:"baby,youstillhaven'tsentthe

money."



Me:"Ohh,Iwilldothatjustnow."I

tookoutmyphoneandsenther

R3000.

Thandi:"Thankyoubaby."Shegave

meahug.

Me:"Nokissvele?"

Thandi:"lipstickhunny."OKAY."Lindo

isalreadywaitingformeoutside.

Goodnightbaby,I'llseeyou

tomorrow."Shetookherclutchbag

andranoutthedoor.



Me:"Great!!!"Iscreamed.Iranupto

Lunathi'sroom,shewasalreadyunder

thecovers.Itookoffallmyclothes

andremainedinmyboxers,thenI

joinedherunderthecovers.

○

●

#ShortSomething.

□

I'mbackguys.Iwilltrytopostat

leasttwoinsertstomorrow(later

todayrather).

Sorryforbeingquietforsuchalong



time.
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□

□
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Iwasnowholdinghercloseto

me,eventhoughshetriedtofightme

atfirst,Ifinallygottocuddleher.

Me:"Areyousleeping?"Shehadher

backonme.



Lunathi:"No."Sheansweredaftera

while.Great,Iwantedtoaskherabout

thisboyfriendofhers.

Me:"So....yourboyfriendhuh.Isit

someoneIknow?"

Lunathi:"No."Okaysothatmeans

thereisaboyfriend,Ican'treallysay

myheartlikedthat.

Me:"He'stheonewhoboughtyouall

thoseclothes?"



Lunathi:"Yes."

Me:"Whydidn'tyoutellmethatyou

wantedtobuynewclothes?"

Lunathi:"WhyshouldI?"

Me:"I'myourhusband,Ishouldbethe

onebuyingyouclothes,notanyother

man."

Lunathi:"Andhe'smyboyfriend,he

shouldspoilmeonceinawhile."



Me:"Wellnotwhileyouarestill

stayingundermyroof."

Lunathi:"That'swhyIwanttomove

out."

Me:"That'snotgoingtohappenke

sisi.Youknowwhatelseisnotgoing

tohappen?...Yourboyfriendbuying

youclothes,ifyouwanttobuy

somethingyouwilltalktomeandI

willgiveyoumoneytobuyit.Gotit?"

Lunathi:"Hehastospoilmesince

he'smyboyfriend."Iwasgetting



agitated.

Me:"No!Idon'tevenknowwhyyou

needaboyfriend!"

Lunathi:"Wespokeaboutthis.Futhi

there'snoneedtogetallworkedup

aboutit."

Me:"AndItoldyouIcansatisfyyour

needs."

Lunathi:"AndIsaid,justlikeyou,I

don'tlikesharing."Shewasseriously



annoyingme."Andifyoumustknow,

Iwaswithmysisterthewholeday.

She'stheonewhoboughtmeallthat

stuff.Nexttimeyoushouldaskme

insteadofbelievingeverythingyour

Barbiedollwifesays.Goodnight."I

feltlikejumpingandthanktheLord

andmyGods.

Me:"WellcanIatleastgeta

goodnightkiss?"

Lunathi:"JustbecauseIwasspending

thedaywithmy,doesn'tmeanIdon't

haveaboyfriend.SoIwouldn't



disrespecthimlikethat."

Me:"Meaning?"

Lunathi:"KissingyouwouldmeanI

don'trespectmyrelationship."Iwas

abithurtbythat.

Me:"Wellgoodnightthen."Islowlylet

goofherwaistandlaidonmyback.I

wasstillstaringattheceilingwhenI

feltherclimbingontopofmeand

givingmeaslowandtenderkiss.I

didn'tevenwasteanytime,I

respondedtothekiss.Thekisswas



filledwithalotofemotions,itwasas

ifshehasbeenwaitingtokissme,it

wasaverylingeringkiss.Ifeltmy

selfgettinghard,becausecookiewas

exactlysittingonZizi,shewas

grindingonmeslowly,IguessIam

gettingsometonight.JustasIwas

thinkingabouthavinghertonight,she

brokethekissandlookedatme.

Lunathi:"Happynow?"

Me:"Morethanyoucanimagine."She

attemptedtogetoffme,butIgrabbed

bothherthighs,restrainingherfrom



moving."Isthatallyouaregivingme

tonight?"

Lunathi:"Yousaidyouwanteda

kiss,andIgaveyouone.Whatmore

doyouwant?"

Me:"Wellyoukindofwokeupthe

monster,somaybeyoucanputhim

backtosleep."Shelaughedout

loud,throwingherheadtotheback.

Lunathi:"Itsnotmyfaultthatyou

haveaveryforwardmonster."She

laughedagain.Sheissobeautiful.



Me:"ohcomeon.Youcan'tleaveme

likethis."

Lunathi:"Takeacoldshower,Ihearit

doesthetrick."Shegiggled.

Me:"Ndizoyifakakancincike.(Iwill

justputthetipin.)"Shewaslaughing

nonstop,whileIwasserious.

Lunathi:"No.Justsleepitoff.Youwill

befineinnotime."Shewasreallynot

budging."Nowletgoofmythighs,I



wanttosleep."

Me:"Youcansleephere."

Lunathi:"No,youwanttorapeme

whenIamasleep."Ilaughed,Iwasn't

expectingthat.

Me:"DoIlooklikearapistsisi?"She

shruggedhershoulders.

Lunathi:"Youcanneverknow."We

laughed.Shelaidherheadonmy

chest."WhydoyoualwaysletThandi



gooutatnight?"

Me:"She'sgrownwoman,shecando

whatshewants."

Lunathi:"Wellshe'smarriedtothe

Prince,shecan'tbehotandabouton

clubsatnight.Ithoughtbeingaroyal

wifemeantbeingtamedand

respectful."

Me:"Itsdoes,it'sjustthatThandilikes

doingthingsherownway.Icouldtell

hernottogoclubbingeverynight,but

shewon'tlisten.Shewilldothe



oppositeandgoclubbing."

Lunathi:"Aren'tyouscaredthatshe

mightbecheatingonyou?"Shesaid

afterashortsilence.Nowthat's

somethingIneverthoughtabout.

Me:"Notreally.Imean,Igiveher

everythingshewants,Ialwayssatisfy

herinbed.Plusshelovesmewaytoo

muchtodothat."

Lunathi:"Howdoyouknowthatshe

lovesyou?"



Me:"becauseifshedidn'tlovemea

lot,shewouldhaveleftmealong

timeago."

Lunathi:"meaning?"

Me:"Meandherhavebeenthrougha

lot,I'vedonealotbadthingsto

her,butshestillstayedwithme.And

herewearestillstanding."

Lunathi:"Youreallyloveherdon't

you?"Ikeptquietforawhile.



Me:"Notreally."

Lunathi:"Thenwhyareyoustillwith

her?"

Me:"Guilt.Ifeelguiltyofallthethings

Ihavedonetoher,IfeellikeIoweher

something."

Lunathi:"Youdoknowthatpeople

maketheirownchoicesright?"I

nodded."Itwasherchoicetostay

withyouevenaftereverythingyoudid



toher,youdon'toweheranything.

She'stheonewhodecidedstay,you

didn'tforceher.Ifanythingsheowes

herself,shewastedalotofhertime

withyou.Andyouarealsodoingthe

samething,youarewastinghertime.

Youareholdingherbackfrom

movingforward,youareholdingher

backfromfindingsomeonewhowill

trulyloveher,youareholdingherback

fromfindinghersoulmate.I'mnot

sayingthisbecauseI'mmarriedto

you,no.I'mjusttellingyouhowitis.

Youneedtotellherhowyoufeeland

setherfree.Youwillbesavingher

fromheartacheandtime."That



makessense.

Me:"Howoldareyouagain?"She

laughed."Ihearyou,youaremakinga

lotofsense.Idon'twanttobreakher

heartthough,Idon'tknowhowtotell

her."

Lunathi:"Youwillfigureitoutindue

time.Justdon'ttaketoolongto

cometoaconclusion,thelongeryou

wait,theharderitwillbetotalkto

her."

Me:"Yeah,Ihearyou.Iwillsleepon



it."

Lunathi:"Ineedtosleepnow.Ican

barelyopenmyeyes.Goodnight."

Hah!Soshereallysleepingwithout

givingmesome?Haingeke.Thatcan

nothappen.

Me:"Lunathi!Nathi!"Ishookhershe

justmumbled."Ngekeulalewithout

fixingtheproblemyoh!"Imovedmy

handstoherbut,shewaswearingg-

strign.Islowlymademywaytoher

cookie,shewaswet.Thatmeansshe

alsowantedme,butshehadtobe



sturrbornandsleepitoff.WellI'mnot

likeher,Ican'tsleepitoff.Imoved

herupabitandtookoutmyroger-

uZizi,slidherpantytothesideand

sliduZiziin.Shegasped

Lunathi:"Mmmmmmh"Iguessshe

wasn'treallysleeping.

☆

☆

ThefollowingmorningIwokeup.I

wasstillinsideher.Igentlytookout

mysleepingroger,Iwenttothe

bathroomandwipedmyself,Iwent

backtoherandwipedher.Shewas



stillsleeping.Iwenttomyroomand

tookalongshower,Iworemy

suit,packedmyworkingbagandwent

downstairs.IguessIwillhaveto

makemyselfbreakfastsinceshe's

stillsleeping,andafterlastnight,I

don'twanttowakeherup.Imade

myselfahealthyshake.JustasIwas

abouttogulpdowntheremaining

contentofit,shelookedinlooking

tiredasever.

Lunathi:"Morning."

Me:"Goodmorning."



Lunathi:"There'snothinggoodabout

thismorning,mywholebodyhurts.I

justwanttosleepthewholeday."

Me:"Whydidyouwakeup?"

Lunathi:"Iwantedtomakeyoh

breakfast,butIcanseeI'malready

late."Ichuckled.

Me:"Itsfine.Ineedtodashtowork."I

tookmycarkeys,phoneandmybrief

case,Ikissedhercheek.Iwentto



garageanddroveoffinmyBMWi8.

Onmywaytowork,IcalledLungani.

Lungani:"AwwNtwana."

Me:"howzitmyman."

Lungani:"Imoverthemoon

dawg,Zinathijustgavemeamind

blowingsessionrightnow."Ilaughed.

Me:"I'mgladI'mnottheonlyonewho

hadthatkindofsession.Nowiwont

feelbadabouttellingyouaboutmy



session"helaughed

Lungani:"Weehwenauhleliukhala

ngoThandinamatechniqueakhe

sesajwayela.(Youarealways

braggingaboutThandiandher

techniques,wehavegottenusedto

it.)"Ichuckled.

Me:"Wellthistimeitwasn'ther."

Lungani:"What?Yougotyourselfa

sidechick?CauseIknowit'snot

Boitumelo,shewouldneversleepwith

you."



Me:"Ifeelsooffendedrightnow."

Lungani:"It'sthetruthntwana."We

laughed

Me:"Wellifyoumustknow,itwasher.

Ihadherscreamingmynamethe

wholenight.WhenIlefttheshewas

complainingaboutasorebody,that

meansIputitdownright."

Lungani:"Nowayntwana!You

actuallybrokeherhymen?!Youare



themainmanmyG.I'veneverbeen

withavirgin."Ilaughed.

Me:"WellIkindofbrokehervirginity

onthenightofourwedding."

Lungani:"Wait,what?!"

Me:"Yeah.It'snotthefirsttime."

Lungani:"Yousneakybitchass.You

didn'ttellus!"Ilaughed."Howwasit

likesleepingwithavirgin?Wasshe

reallyreallytight?"



Me:"I'mnotabouttodiscussmy

wife'stightnesswithyou,letaloneour

bedroomdetails."

Lungani:"Wellyoualwaysdoitwith

Thandi,whynotwithher?"

Me:"She'sdifferent.She'snotlike

Thandi."

Lungani:"Theyarebothyourwives

dumbarse.....unlessyouareactually

InlovewiththenewMrs."Ikeptquiet.



"OhhhhhhhhhhThebigGisfinallyIn

lovewithsomeone!ManIfeellike

throwingyouapartyrightnow."

Me:"hayfuckoffwena."Helaughed.

Lungani:"Seriously.Ifeellikethisis

anachievement,phelawenathelast

timeyouwereInlovewithsomeone

waslike7or8yearsago.Ireally

needtothrowthisparty."

Me:"Haywena,noparties.There'sno

needforaparty."



Lungani:"Trustmethereis.Weare

havingapartyonSaturday,damnI

needtoorganisestrippers,thiswillbe

likeyourbachelorparty.Ican'twait."

Me:"Strippers?Bachelorparty?

Lunganidon'tstartwithyour

madnessplease."

Lungani:"It'snotmadness.Damn!I've

beenwaitingforthismoment,Ijust

didn'texpectittobewithBoitumelo

though.She'snotreallywhatyou

alwaysgofor."



Me:"IguessIneededachangeinmy

life."

Lungani:"Imsohappyforyountwana.

Andyougotthemostbeautiful

woman,thatassntwana!WadlaZizi."

Welaughed

Me:"Don'ttalkaboutmywife'sass."

Lungani:"Imsorryntwana,butthatass

isreallyhardtomiss."



Me:"Hayhayfutsek!"Helaughed.

Lungani:"Ijusthopeyouhaven'ttold

Thembayet,orelseIwilltopayhima

thousandrand."

Me:"Eyysan,Ialreadytoldhim."

Lungani:"WeehJesu!He'scoming

afterus."Ilaughed.

Me:"Thatwillseeyourightformaking

abetonme."



Lungani:"Mxm.Chattoyoulater

ntwana,Ihavetogotoameeting."

Me:"wearestillonforourmeetup

sessiontonightright?"

Lungani:"Definitely.Seeyoulater,my

sexybossjustwentpassmydoor,I

needtogo."

Me:"Youarestillafterthatass?"

Lungani:"andIwon'tresttillItasteit."

Ilaughed.Hehungup.



Me:"stupidass."Igottothe

company,Iparkedmycarandwent

upstraighttomyoffice.MyPA

PenelopefollowedbehindasI

enteredmyoffice,Isatonmychair.

Penelope:"Morningsir.Youhavea10

o'clockwithMrWillsonanda3

o'clockwithMrNxumalo.Thenyou

willbedonewithtoday's

appointments."

Me:"Okaythanks.OohandIneedyou

tosetupameetingforme,Themba



andtheseothertwogentleman.You

willgettheirnumbersfromThemba"

Penelope:"Thembaasinyourfriend

sir?"

Me:"Yes."Shejotteditdown.

Penelope:"Andwhoarethesepeople

I'mgoingtoaskingfortheir

numbers?"

Me:"Idon'tknow.Justtellhimtogive

youtheoftheproposalgentlemen.



Hewillunderstand."

Penelope:"Okaysir.Isthatall?"

Me:"Yesthatwillbeall."Sheturned

onherheelsandlefttoherdeskto

makesomecalls.

■

□

BOITUMELO

AfterSivuyileleftthehouseIdecided

togetsomesleepsincemybodywas

reallypainful.Youseethatman

workedmelastnight,eventhoughI



pretendednotwantitatfirst,butmy

wetnessgavemeaway.Iwokeupat

3o'clock,andboywasIhungry.On

mywaytothekitchen,Iheardmoans

comingfromSivuyile'sroom-Iguess

he'sback.Ican'tbelievehe'shaving

sexwithherafterhesleptwithme

lastnight.NxahPig!Iwasaboutto

passtheroomwhenIheardsome

guyssay:"Doesthatstupidhusband

ofyoursgiveittoyoulikethis?"That

wasn'tSivuyile'svoice,Ihavetosee

who'sinthere.Ipushedthedoor

slowly,andluckilyformeitwasn't

closed.Themoansweregetting

louder,Iturnedmyeyestothebed,I



sweartoGodInearlyfainted.Iwas

frozenonthatspot.

Me:"WHATTHEHELL

THANDIWE??!!"Shejumpedoffthe

guy'sdickandfelloffthebed.She

stoodupandmadeherwaytome.

Thandi:"Itsnotwhatitlookslike.It

wasamistake."

Me:"ohhyoujusthappenedtofallon

topofLamlani'sdick?!!Onyour

matrimonialbednogalThandiwe?!

Youareadisgustinghumanbeing.



AndwenaLamlaniyouknowthat

Thandiweismarriedtoyourfriend's

brother,butyoustillgoanddothis?

Nxah!"Iturnedandlefttheroom,they

werebusyshoutingmyname,butI

keptonwalking.

○

○

○

#CaughtInTheAct

.

.

DuetonetworkproblemsIcouldn't

postanythinglastnight.
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Iwassittinginthelounge,watching

TVandwaitingforthesexpartnersto

comedown.Theyfinallydecidedto

comedown,Lamlaniwasdressedin

hisclothes,whileThandiwewas

wearinghergown.Theycanandsat

oppositeme.

Me:"Youarestillsitting?"Iwas



lookingatLamlani.

Lamlani:"Ijustwanttoapologizefor

whatyouwalkedin.I'mreallyso-"

Me:"pabapa!Youdon'tneedto

apologisetome,thepersonthatyou

havetoapologisetoisSivuyile,not

me."

Thandi:"No!No!Hecan'tfindout

aboutthis.Youcan'ttellhim."

Me:"VeleIwon'tbecauseit'snotmy



place,butwenayouwill."

Thandi:"ComeonBoitumelo,thiswill

hurthimforreal.Doyoureallywant

breakhimlikethat?"Heeehthisgirl.

Me:"He'saman,hecantakeit."

Thandi:"Whatisitvele?Doyousee

thisasanopportunitytoswoopright

inmybednexttomyman?"

Me:"Yeey!Don'tyoudaresaythatto

me.AmItheonewhosenttosleep



withLamlani?"

Lamlani:"Lookwed-"

Me:"Usalaphawena?(Youarestill

here?)"

Lamlani:"IguessIshouldleavethen."

Duh.Helookedatme."Iwillcallyou

tonight."Heeehwondersshallnever

end,isthismansane.Heleft.

Me:"Yourboyfriendneedshelp

shame."



Thandi:"He'snotmyboyfriend.Look

hemeansnothingtome,Ilove

SivuyileandIwouldneverhurthim

intentionally.Itwasadrunkmistake."

Me:"Wellyoulookedsobertome.

Thandi:"I'msorryBoitumelo.Please

don'ttellSivuyileaboutthis."

Me:"Idon'tknowwhyyouare

apologisingtome.LikeIsaidIwon't

tellSivuyileaboutthis,youwill.Nowif



youwillexcusemeIneedtostart

preparingdinner.Andwenayoucan

rest,I'msureyouaretiredfromthat

exerciseyoujustgot."Istoodupand

mademywaytothekitchenwhile

whistling.I'mnotsurprisedthatshe

cheated,I'mjustsurprisedthatshe

cheatedwithLamlani.Imeanshe

knewthatLamlaniwantedme,andif

Lamlanithinkshehasachancewith

meafterthis..mhhhhasfooling

himself.

AfteranhourIwasdonewithmy

cooking,nowIneedtotakeabath.

MyphonebeepedwhenIgotinmy

room,itwasamessagefromSivuyile



tellingmethathewasgoingoutwith

hisfriends,sohewillbelate.That

meansIhavetohavedinnerwith

Thandiwe,Lordhelpme.Itookalong

relaxingbath,woremysleepwear

thenIwentdownstairs.Thecheater

wasalreadysittingintheloungeand

watchingTVinherPJs.Iwenttothe

kitchenanddishedupforthebothof

us,Itookherfoodtoherthenwe

startedeating.Iwasreallyfeeling

guiltyaboutwhatwentdown

betweenmeandSivuyilelast

night,butafterwhatIsawtoday,Ifeel

lessguilty.



Thandi:"Uhm,Leonisnotjoiningus?"

Iguesshedidn'ttellher

Me:"Hesaidhewillbelate.He's

goingoutwiththeboys."

Thandi:"ohh.Okay."Afterthatweate

insilence.Itookmyemptyplateto

thekitchen,justasIwasaboutto

washitshewalkedin."It'sokay,Iwill

dothedishes."Inearlyfainted.

Me:"You?Youaregoingtodothe

dishes?Why?"



Thandi:"Ijustthinkit'stimeIstart

helpingouthereinthehouse."

Me:"mmmhright."Ileftmyplatein

thesinkandwenttowatchTV.

Thandiweisdoingthusbecauseshe

thinksImighttellSivuyileabouther

cheatingways,thisgirlisunbelievable.

"Goodnight."Ididn'tevenhearher

walkingin,Iwastoofocusedonthe

TV.



Me:"night."Thiswasreallyweird.

Thandi:"ohhandImightbegoingout

tonight."OhhhellNoshe'snot.Ican't

beleftalonewithSivuyileinthis

houseagain.

Me:"Areyousureyouwanttodothat?

Especiallyafterwhathappened?"

Thandi:"Ithoughtyousaidyouwere

notgonnatellhim?"

Me:"I'mnotsayingI'mgoingtotell



him.WhatImeanis,whatifyoumeet

Lamlaniattheclubagaintonightand

thenyouguyssleeptogether

again,thenwhat?"Shekeptquietfora

while.

Thandi:"ButIcan'tstayheretonight."

Me:"Whynot?"

Thandi:"Sivuyilewillwanttohavesex

withmeandwhenhedoeshewill

knowthatsomeonewasinthere."TF?

Iwasreallyconfused.



Me:"WellIguessyouwillhavetotell

himfirstthen."

Thandi:"Ican'tdothat.Ican'tbreak

hisheartlikethat.Iwilljustgoand

sleepoveratmyfriendshouse."

Me:"Ayydoyougirl."Shestoodfora

fewsecondsbeforeshewentupthe

stairsandtoherroom.Iwatcheda

fewshowsonTVbeforeretiringto

myroom.IwassoundasleepwhenI

feltsomethingmovingunderthe

covers,Ipanickedandtriedtoturn.



"Shhhhit'sme,sleep."ThankGodit

washim.Iclosedmyeyesandwent

backtosleepwithhimcuddling

me,thewayIwassosleepyIdidn't

evencarethatThandimightwalkin

onus.

Sivuyile:"Goodnightbaby."Hekissed

myshoulder.

○

●

ThefollowingmorningIwokeupwith

Sivuyile'sarmswrappedaround

me,hewasreallyholdingmetight.I



triedtogetoffhimbutheheldme

eventighter.

Me:"Ineedtogetup."

Sivuyile:"Why?Whereareyougoing?"

Me:"Ineedtopee."

Sivuyile:"Wellyoucanpeealloverme,

Idon'tmind."Ilaughedoutloud.

Me:"SiesmarnSivuyile!"Helaughed



Sivuyile:"Yohuyadelela

mntanandini(youaredisresptful

child.)Howcanyousaythattoyour

husband."Welaughed.

Me:"naweyouarebeingnastynje.Let

megohle,orelseIwillpeeonthe

bed."

Sivuyile:"kuyafananjezizohlanjwa

nguweeziway.(Itdoesn'tmatter,you

aretheonewhogoingtowashthem

eitherway.)"Ilaughed.



Me:"Youaresoevilshame."

Sivuyile:"Itrymadam."Weboth

laughed.Ididn'teventhinkabout

Thandiweforabit,Idon'tknowwhy.

Me:"Where'syourwife?"

Sivuyile:"Righthereinmyarms."I

blushed.

Me:"I'mtalkingaboutThandi."

Sivuyile:"Idon'tknow.WhenIcame



backhomelastnightshewasnot

here."

Me:"Sheprobablywenttovisither

momlikeshesaidshewould."

Sivuyile:"Nah,Idon'tthinkso.She

probablywenttoaclub."

Me:"Wellshesaidshewasplanning

tovisithermom."

Sivuyile:"Thandiandherarenotreally

thatclose,soshewouldneverjust



decidetogoandvisitheroutofthe

blue.OnethingI'msureabout,she

wasdrinkingthewholenight."

Me:"Weehaike.Youarenotgoingto

worktoday?"

Sivuyile:"Idon'tfeellikeit.I'mtired."

Me:"Whatmadeyoutired?Drinking

thewhilenight?"

Sivuyile:"Iwasn'tdrinkingthewhole

nighthawu.InfactIwasn'tdrinkingat



all."

Me:"Lies."

Sivuyile:"Honestly,Iwasdrinking

Juicethewholenight."Hesuchaliar.

Me:"OhMyGodyouaresuchastory

creator."Helaughed

Sivuyile:"Isthatyourrespectableway

ofcallingmealiar?"Ilaughed.

Me:"Maybe.Butyouweredrinking



lastnight,Icouldsmellthealcohol

andnicotinewhenyouenteredthe

bedlastnight."

Sivuyile:"okayfine.Ididhaveafew

drinks."

Me:"ubuphikelanike?(sowhywere

youdenyingit?)"

Sivuyile:"YourXhosaissocuteinthat

Sothoaccent."Welaughed.

Me:"Sonowyouareteasingmy



accent?"

Sivuyile:"NoI'mnot.I'm

complimentingyou."

Me:"Yeahright.....abutiweeh,Istill

needtopee."Hesighed

Sivuyile:"Fine.Butyouarecoming

backtobedafterthat."

Me:"Mymomsaidonceawifeisout

ofbed,shemustnotgobackinit

again."



Sivuyile:"TF?Thatdoesn'tevenmake

sense."

Me:"Welltomeitdoes."

Sivuyile:"WellIguessyouaren't

goinganywhere.Youmightaswell

pissonthebed."Ilaughed.

Me:"ohcomeon.Ireallyneedtogo."

Helaughed.

Sivuyile:"No."



Me:"Please.OkayIwillcomebackto

bed."

Sivuyile:"Serious?"

Me:"Yes."Lies.

Sivuyile:"Youbetternotbelyingto

me,orelse...mmmh"Ilaughedashe

untangledhisselffrommybody.I

gotoffthebedandrantothetoilet

andfinallyletgoofmypiss.Mmthat

hooosamomentofpissingafter



holdingitinforsolong,bestfeeling

ever.Afterwipingmyself,Iwashed

myfaceandbrushedmyteeththenI

wentbacktomyroomtoputon

lotiononmyfaceandhands.

Sivuyile:"andthen,whyareyoulotion?

Whereareyougoing?"

Me:"tomakebreakfast.Duh."

Sivuyile:"Hah!Youliedtome."I

laughed.Inasplitsecondhewasout

ofthebed,carryingmetoitand

ticklingthelivingdaylightsoutofme.



IlaughedsohardthatInearlypissed

myself.

Me:"s...t....o....p"Iwasstilllaughing.

Sivuyile:"Howdareyoulietothe

Prince."Hewasstillticklingme.

Me:"I'm....s...o...r...r...y."hestoped

tickling,butIwasstilllaughingand

tryingtocatchmybreath.

Sivuyile:"Whatwasthat?"



Me:"I'msorrymyPrince,itwon't

happenagain."

Sivuyile:"good.Nowwhydon'twe

sealthatoffwithakiss."Heleaned

forwardandIpushedhimoffme

gently.

Me:"Nooooo!"Istoodup.Hesaton

thebed.

Sivuyile:"Why?"

Me:"becauseThandimightbebackin



thehouse,Idon'twanttodisrespect

herlikethat."

Sivuyile:"wearebackthereagain?I

thoughtwewerepassedthatstage

already"heseemedabitfrustrated.

Me:"yes.Besidesmeandyouarenot

inarelationship,wecan'tbehaving

morningkisses."

Sivuyile:"Ayywenayoulikeplaying

hardtoget."Iwantedtolaughatthe

frustratedlookhehadonhisface.

"Dowealwayshavetogoaroundin



circlesbecauseofthis?I'mhonestly

gettingtiredofthis."Uyanyalo!It's

onlybeenaweeksincewegot

married.

Me:"Yes.Ifeellikeasidechickright

now,Thandidoesn'tknowwhat's

goingonbetweenus,weourselves

don'tknowwhatwearedoing.Ifeel

cheapandusedandworseIfeellike

I'mbetrayingThandiwe."

Sivuyile:"andithiyouaretheonewho

doesn'twantustobeexclusive!You

aretheonewhokeepsonbringing



Thandiweintoourbusiness!Weare

notdoinganythingwronghere,we

aremarriedandit'sexpectedofusto

fal-uhm...tohavesexandkiss."

Me:"NotuntillThandiwehadadjusted

tothissituation.Idon'tfeelgood

aboutwhatwearedoing."

Sivuyile:"Sowhat?Youwantmeto

tellheraboutus?Idon'tmindIcan

dothat."

Me:"NoNoNo!Idon'twantyoutodo

that.YouwillbreakherheartandI



don'twanttobecalledahome

wreckerandIsureashelldonot

wantanydramainmylife."

Sivuyile:"Whatdoyouwantmetodo

then??!!"Hewasgettingirritated"You

arereallyconfusingmerightnow

Lunathi!"

Me:"Calmdownhle.AllI'msayingis

thatIwanttodothiswithoutfeeling

guilty,atthesametimeIdon'twant

tohurtThandi."

Sivuyile:"Basicallyyoudon'tknow



whatyouwant?!!"

Me:"Ido.Ithinkthebestthingtodo

thisistostopthiswholething.Let's

justgobacktoourold

arrangement,let'sjustbecivil

towardseachother,noneedtobe

friendsbecausewecan'tseemto

handlethat."

Sivuyile:"No!Youaretheonewho

can'tseemtohandlethis.Youdon't

knowwhatyouwant!"

Me:"Ido.Let'sjustcallitquits."



Sivuyile:"FINETHEN!!VeleIcan'tbe

runningaroundincircleslikeama

childlikeyou!"Didhejustlowkeycall

mechildish?Wow!"Ineedtogoget

readyforwork.Ayikhointo

endizoyihlalelaapha.Nxah!"Ithought

hewasn'tgoingtoworktoday.He

walkedoutlookingpissedasever,

leavingmestandingtherewithmy

mouthslightlyopen.Heopenedthe

doorabit"Andifyouthinkthisis

yourwayofgettingaboyfriend,then

youarewrongsisi.I'mtheonlyone

allowedtotouchthatbody,I'mthe

onlyoneallowedtokissthoselips



andI'mdefinitelytheonlyone

allowedtoenterthatparadise,Iam

afteralltheonewhounlockedit."He

slammedthedoorclosedleavingme

gobsmackedandfeelingabitwet-

weird.Ireallyfoundthatsexy.

Wow!Iamoneconfusedsoul,one

minuteIdon'tfeelguiltyaboutthis

andIwanthim.ThenextminuteIam

feelingguiltyandIdon'twanthim

anymore,kantiwhat'swrongwithme?

I'mhavingmixedemotionsaboutthis

wholething,IguessI'mnotusedto

sharing,butwhatamIsayingI've

neverreallyhadapartnersoIdon't

knowanythingaboutrelationships,



maybeheisright,Iamchildish.Iwas

reallyfrustratedandIneededtotalk

tosomeone.Itookoutmyphoneand

textedher:"Canyoucomeover?I

needashouldertocryonrightnow."-

Sent.

■

□

■

□

■

ISBOITUMELOREALLYBEING

CHILDISH?

#HelloBabies



[2/6,12:18PM]DeeBee:#Chapter29

■

□

■

□

Sivuyilewasalreadygoneforwork.I

wassittingintheloungewaiyingfor

Zintletocome.Shewalkedinlooking

eversoworried.

Zintle:"Whathappened?Whyareyou

crying?"

Me:"BecauseI'mstupid."



Zintle:"Whatdidyoudothatmade

youcometothatconclusion?"

Me:"IhadsexwithSivuyilethenight

beforeandlastnightwesharedabed

together."Isniffed

Zintle:"sohowdoesthatmakeyou

stupid?"

Me:"Itoldhimweshouldstopdoing

this,becauseIfeelguiltyandIfeel

likeI'mbetrayingThandi,IalsosaidI



don'twanthimtotellheraboutthis

eventhoughIfeellikeasidechick."I

wipedmytears."HesaidI'm

frustratinghimandI'mchildish."

Zintle:"Wellhewasn'twrongabout

that.Youarebeingchildish,youneed

tomakeadecisionwhetheryouwant

tohavearelationshipwithhimornot.

Youcan'tkeeponsleepingwithhim

thenthefollowingdaysayyoudon't

wanthimanymore.Andyouneedto

stopthinkingaboutThandiwe's

feelings,Sivuyileisyourhusbandjust

asmuchheishers,youcanhavesex

withhimallyouwantwithoutfeeling



guilty."

Me:"Ican'thelpmyself.IfeellikeI'm

betrayingher,shethinksthis

marriageisaconvenience

marriage,andnowwearesuddenly

sleepingtogether.Itdoesn'tsound

right."

Zintle:"Youknowwhattheproblemis?

Youareoverthinkingthiswholething.

Idon'tblameyouthough,Iblame

yourheart.Youarefartookind,that's

whyyouarefeelingthisway.But

Thandiisnotyourfriend,she's



nothingtoyou,youonlyshareadick

soyoudon'thavetofeellikeyouare

betrayingher.Shedoesn'tdeserve

thatmuchrespectfromyou.Nowtell

me,doyoulikeSivuyile?"DoI

Me:"What'sthatgottodowith

anything?"

Zintle:"Justanswerthequestion."

Me:"YesIdo."

Zintle:"Ifeellikethiswholethingis



centredaroundyourfeelings,Ithink

youlikehimwaymorethanyouthink,

youactuallylikehimtoapointwhere

youarenotcomfortablewithsharing

him-Youwouldrathernothavehim

atallthanyosharehimwith

someoneelse."Really?Maybeshe's

right.

Me:"Ithinksotoo.I'mreallynotokay

withthissharingthing,butthere

nothingIcandoaboutit.Theworst

thingisthatyoursisterisinlovewith

him."



Zintle:"Inlovewithwho?Ifshewas

inlovewithhim,shewouldn'tbe

cheatingonhim."

Me:"SowhatshouldIdonow?"

Zintle:"Confrontyourfeelingsfor

Sivuyile.Thenyouwilldecidewhether

tocarryonwiththisorstopit

permanently.Ifyoudecidetocarryon

withit,youneedtotellhimhowyou

feel.Andifyoudecidetoendit,you

needtostopitpermanently.AndI

meanstopsleepingwithhimthenthe

followingdaytellhimthatyoudon't



wanthim,ifyoucarryondoingthat,

youwillbehurtingbothyouandhim."

Me:"Hurtinghim?Idoubthehas

feelingsforme."

Zintle:"Youdon'tknowaboutthat.

Whatyouneedtodoistocometoa

decisionandmoveonfromthis.

PersonallyIfeellikeyoushouldstop

thiswholethingforawhile,justto

figureoutwhatyouwant.Youhave

plentyoftime,Imeanyouguys

haven'tbeenmarriedforthatlong."

That'sagoodidea.



Me:"Whoknewthatyoucouldgive

suchgoodadvice?"Webothlaughed.

Zintle:"Ungratefulbitch."Welaughed

again."Sowhere'ssisterhoe?"I

giggled.

Me:"She'sinh-heeehforgetthat.

Speakingofsisterhoe,Ifoundher

humpingsomeonelastnight,on

Sivuyile'sbed."Ihadtotellher

Zintle:"Really?"



Me:"Youdon'tseemsurprised."

Zintle:"Whenitcomestothat

girl,nothingsurprisesmeanymore."

Sherolledhereyes."Whodidshe

sleepwiththistimearound?Ibetit

washeroneofherfriend'sboyfriend

orcrush."

Me:"That'stheshockingpart,she

sleptwithLamlani!"

Zintle:"Lamlani?!YourLamlani?!"



Me:"He'snotmine,butyesmy

Lamlani."Shelaughed.

Zintle:"Sheknewthatyouand

Lamlanihadathinggoingon,s-"

Me:"haywehadnothinggoingon

hawu!"

Zintle:"YouknowwhatImean.Thing

isshekeptonreferringtoLamlanias

yourboyfriend."



Me:"Soyouaretryingtotellmethat

shesleptwithsomeoneshethough

wasmyboyfriend?"

Zintle:"Yes!!That'swhatshedoes,

shelikessleepingwithpeople's

boyfriend,especiallypeoplethat

she'sclosewith."Mymouthwas

wideopen.

Me:"Yoursisterissick!Areyousure

nothingiswrongwithher?"

Zintle:"Idon'tevenwanttoknow.

Whendidthiswholethinghappen?"



Me:"Yesterday."

Zintle:"DidyoutellSivuyile?"

Me:"What?No!It'snotmyplaceto

tellhim."

Zintle:"Youneedtotellhim,causeI

knowthatBarbiedollwon'ttellher."

Me:"Itsnotmyplace."



Zintle:"Itisifshegoingtohavesex

withSivuyileaftersleepingwithher

multipleboyfriends,shewillcome

backwithdiseasesandinfect

Sivuyilewhowilllaterinfectyou."

Me:"Hah!Infect?Nowyouarescaring

me!"

Zintle:"WenayouhavetotellSivuyile

aboutthistoday.Andwhoknows?

Youmightenduphavinghimtoyour

self."Shewinkedwhileshoulder

bumpingme."



Me:"HayIdon'tknowaboutthat."

Zintle:"Thinkaboutit."

Me:"I'msuremyheadisbignow

consideringallthethingsIhaveto

thinkabout."Shelookedatmefora

whilebeforewebothburstinto

laughter.

Zintle:"Youarenotnormal."We

laughed."Girl,I'mhungry.Whatdo

youhavetoeataroundhere?"



Me:"Idon'tknow,checkinthekitchen.

Ineedtotakeabath."

Zintle:"Sies!I'vebeensittingwith

someonewhohasn'ttouchedwater."

Me:"Aibo!Ididtouchwater."

Zintle:"When?"

Me:"WhenIwasrinsingmymouth."

Shelaughedoutloud.

Zintle:"JustgoandtakeabathwhileI



makeussomethingtoeat."She

stoodupandwenttothekitchen

whileIwentuptomyroom.Itooka

shortbath,thenIworemyleggings

andalongsleevedcroptopwithmy

sleepers.Itiedmybraidsintoa

ponytail,thenIwentdownstairsto

joinZintleforlunch.Shewasalready

eatinginthelounge,Itookmyfoodin

thekitchenbeforejoiningherinthe

lounge.WeatewhilewatchingTV.

Myphonerang,whileIwastakinga

biteofmysandwich,itwasLamlani.

Me:"Youhavegottobekiddingme."



Zintle:"Whoisit?"

Me:"Lamlani."

Zintle:"Answerit."Itstoppedringing.

Me:"Ehhwhy?"

Zintle:"Becausehedidn'tdoanything

wrongtoYou."

Me:"HesleptwithThandiwhilehe



wasstillcourtingme."

Zintle:"Yourejectedhim."

Me:"notentirely."

Zintle:"Still.Justhearhimout."

Me:"Id-"itrangagain.

Zintle:"Answer."Sigh.

Me:"Hello."Zintlemouthed



'loudspeaker.'Ididasshesaidand

placedthephoneonmylap.

Lamlani:"Ohhey."

Me:"Yousoundsurprised."

Lamlani:"WellIdidn'tthinkyouwere

gonnaanswer."

Me:"Whywouldn'tI?"

Lamlani:"Wellyouknow,afterwhat

happened."



Me:"Whateverhappenedyesterday

wasnoneofmybusiness,I'mnot

involvedinthat."

Lamlani:"Still,youshouldn'thave

seenthat.I'mreallysorry."

Me:"LikeIsaidbeforeyoudon'tneed

toapologisetome.It'snotlikewe

aredatingorsomething."

Lamalani:"Iknow,butIwasstill

askingyouout,soIshouldn'thave



sleptwithyoursisterwife.Thatwasa

reallyjerkmove."

Me:"Thenwhydidyoudoit?"

Lamlani:"Eish!Idon'twanttosayshe

seducedme,butshedid.Shewas

verypersuasive,andIcouldn'tresist."

Me:"MmmhIsee.Wellifthat'syour

explanationLamlani,Iguessthisis

goodbye."

Lamlani:"OhhcomeonTumi.Itwasa



mistake."

Me:"Itwassomethingthatshould

haveneverhappened.Youshould

haveknownbetter,Thandiweis

marriedforheaven'ssake.Couldn't

youhavepushedheraway."

Lamlani:"sheofferedherselftome.I

couldn'tresistapussythatIwas

givenonasilverplatter."Zintleheld

herlaughterin.

Me:"Wellguesswhat,Icanneverbe

inarelationshipwithsomeonewho



can'tresistanotherwoman's

offering."

Lamlani:"Hawu!Iapologised,what

moredoyouwant?"

Me:"Nothing!Juststopcallingme."

Lamlani:"Futsekke!Ican'tiam

beggingsomeonelikeyou.You

shouldbedoingthebegging,notthe

otherwayaround.AllIwantedfrom

youwasyourpussy.Iwouldnever

datesomeonelikeyounxah!!"Zintle

gasped.



Me:"WellFuckoffthen!!Whatmakes

youthinkIwouldbegyou?Youain't

shitbroh!Whodoyouthinkyouare?"

Lamlani:"Okay,I'msorryIdidn't

meanallofthat.Ij-"

Me:"Ohshutup!Youmeantevery

word."

Zintle:"Howdareyousaythattomy

friend?!Doyouknowhowluckyyou

wouldhavebeentohaveagirlfriend



likeher?StupidDonkey!Makesure

thatourpathsdon'tcross,becauseif

theydowewillseewhowillbe

beggingwho.Nxah!"

Lamlani:"I'msor-"

Me:"Whydon'tyouemailJesusthat

apology,maybehemightforgiveyou.

Uuawathandaamaxoloneh?!"

Lamlani:"I-"Ihungup.

Zintle:"Howdarehesayallofthat



shittoyou?!"Zintlewaspissedwhile

IwaschilledAF.

Me:"Ican'tbelieveIactuallykissed

thatmoron!Tomakemattersworse,I

dancedforhim.Myspecialdance

moveshlebatho."Zintlelookedatme

likeIwasgoingcrazy.

Zintle:"Thatsall.youcareabout?Did

younothearwhathesaid?"

Me:"Idon'treallycareaboutallof

that,becauseIknewIwasn'tgoingto

sleepwithhim.Andhe'sonlysaying



allthosethingsbecauseIpied

him(rejectedhim)."

Zintle:"Soyouarenothurtabout

whathesaid?"

Me:"Notreally."

Zintle:"Areyousure?BecauseI'm

fuming."Ichuckled.

Me:"YesIamZee.I'mjustgladthat

heshowedmehistruecolours

beforeIwentanyfurtherwithhim."



Zintle:"Wellthat'sagoodthing

then.....Istillhatehimthough."I

laughed.

Me:"Beinghatefulsuitsyoumy

friend."

Zintle:"AnywayThamiishostinga

partyonFriday,hesaidIshouldbring

youalongwithme."

Me:"hawu!Wenayouwanttoparty

withyourboyfriend.Whathappened



to:'Iwillneverpartywithmyman,

becausehewillkillmyvibe?'Huh?"I

mimickedhervoice.Shepushedme

lightly.

Zintle:"phelahe'sthehost,soIneed

tobethereasMissParty.Bitches

needtoknowthatheistaken."I

laughed

Me:"Andhealsohastoletallthese

niggasknowthatyouaretaken."

Zintle:"Ah.ah.letthemknowfor

whosesake?I'mstilllookingfora



husband,thatmeansIcan'tbewith

oneguy."

Me:"Youbitch!"Welaughed.

Zintle:"I'mbalancingmyself.I'msure

healsohasasidechick."

Me:"Butyoudon'thaveasidenigga."

Zintle:"Yes.That'swhyIneedtoI

needtogotopartieswithouthim,soI

canscoutformysidepiece."I

laughedoutloud.



Me:"Youaresomethingelsefriend."

Zintle:"andyoumyfriendare

washingthedishes."

Me:"What?Whendidwegetthat

point?"

Zintle:"Inflexiblelikethat."Ichuckled.

Me:"Mxm,flexiblewamasimbala."

Shelaughed.



Zintle:"anyway,areyoucomingwith

metotheparty?"

Me:"YousaidFridayright?"She

nodded"that'sliketwodaysfrom

now.Mmmh,I'llsee."

Zintle:"Idon'tevenknowwhyIwas

askingyou.Youaregoingtothat

partyandthat'sthat."

Me:"Sayswho?"

Zintle:"Me!Futhithisistheperfect



opportunityforyoutomeetMy

Thami."

Me:"Really?Wellinthatcase,Iwillgo

withyou!Ican'tbelieveyou'vebeen

hidinghimfrommeforsuchalong

time,Ionlyknowhisname.Velevele

whywereyouhiddinghimfriend?Is

heugly?Isheold?Ohohishe

white?"Shelookedatme.

Zintle:"White?Really?Awhite

THAMI?"Ilaughed"Howdumbcan

youget?"Welaughed.



Me:"Ketlareng?Youhavebeen

datingthisguyforalmostayearandI

stillhaven'tmethim."

Zintle:"Wellyouwillfinallymeethim

onSaturday."

Me:"Ican'twait.".

Zintlestayedforafewmorehours,

wewerechattingandlaughing,I

reallyhadthetimeofmylife.She

reallyknewhowtocheermeup.

Bonusshehelpedmepreparedinner

beforesheleft.Thandiwasstillnot



backfromwherevershewas.Iwas

homealonedancingalongtoRihanna

andDrake'sWork.

"Whuuuuuu!"Iquicklystopped

dancingandlookedbehindme,

startled.Sivuyilewasstandinginthe

middleoftheroomwithhisfriends,I

didn'tevenhearthemwalkingin.

Themba:"Iwouldn'tmindwalkingin

tothateveryday."

Lungani:"CanImoveinhere."Iwasa

bitembarrassed.



Ayanda:"IneedtositdownandCath

mybreath!Cansomeoneopenthe

windowsplease."

Sivuyile:"Quititguys!"Iwasjust

standingthere,notknowingwhatto

doorsay.

Nkazimulo:"Someone'sjealous."They

laughed.Theydidn'tevengreetme.

Me:"Higuys."



Lungani:"Eyyforgiveusforbeingill

mannered,youjustcaughtusby

surprise."

Themba:"Howareyouprettyone?"I

blushed.

Me:"Imgoodandyou?"

Themba:"ngigrandmntomuhle.(Im

good,beautifulone)"Iblushedeven

more

Ayanda:"OhMyGod,she'sblushing.



Ntwanayoubetterwatchout,Themba

mightsweepheroffherfeet."The

guyslaughed,Sivuyilejustshookhis

head.Ilookedatmyselfandrealised

whatIwaswearingwasn'treally

appropriate.

Me:"Uhm,itwasnicetoseeyouguys.

Iwillbeinmyroomifyouneedme."

Ayanda:"Youarenotjoiningus?"

Me:"No."



Lungani:"Hawu!Whynot?"Ididn't

knowhowtoanswerthat.

Sivuyile:"Shehasthingstodo."I

lookedathimandsmiledabit.

Ayanda:"Where'sBarbiedoll?"

Themba:"Canwejusttalkaboutthat

girlfromtheclubandstoptalking

aboutirrelevantpeople."Okaythat's

mycuetoleave.Iwentupstairstomy

roomandlaidonmybedwhile

chattingtomyformerschoolmates

andmyfamilymembersinthefamily



groupchat.Fewminuteslater

Sivuyilewalkedinandsatnexttome,

hetappedonmyassandIsatup

straight.

Me:"Youneedanything?"Hejust

smiledwhilestaringatme"What?"

Heshookhishead.

Sivuyile:"Nothing.Ijustmissedyou

today."Iblushed,Imissedhimtoo

butI'mnotgoingtotellhimthat.

"Aww,youdidn'tmissme?"I

chuckled.



Me:"Whatdoyouwant?"

Sivuyile:"Youhurtingmyfeelings."He

pretendtocry,Ilaughed."Youareso

cruel,insteadofconsolingme.you

arelaughingatme."Helaughed.I

guesshe'snolongerangryatme.

Me:"It'sbotlikeyouwerecryingfor

real."

Sivuyile:"Youdidn'tknowthat."

Me:"Idid!"Welaughed.



Sivuyile:"Anyway,couldyouplease

makemeandtheboyssomethingto

eat?"

Me:"Okay.Iwillbethereinafew."He

leanedforwardandgavemeapeck

onthelips.

Sivuyile:"Westillneedtotalkabout

whathappenedearliertoday."He

stoodupandlefttheroom.Itookout

mytrackpantsandworeitovermy

leggings.

WhenIgotdownstairs,Icouldhear



themmakingnoiseinthelounge.I

wenttothekitchenanddishedupfor

allthem,Iplacedtheplatesonthe

trayandtookthefoodtothem-I

madetwotripstothelounge,well

three-becauseIhadtotakeajugof

juiceandglassestothem.

Ayanda:"Awwsiyabongamakoti."I

smiled.

Sivuyile:"Thankyoubaby."Icouldn't

helpbutblush.

Themba:"Hambababy!"Theylaughed.



Iwalkedbackedtothekitchenand

dishedupformyselfbeforegoing

backtomyroom.Lamlanihasbeen

tryingtocallme,butIkepton

ignoringhiscalls.Ifinishedeating

thenIwentdownstairstowashthe

dishes.Iwenttocollectthedirty

platesandglassesinlounge,the

guyswerenowsittinganddrinking

whiskeywhilewatchingasoccer

matchIwashedthedishes,cleaned

uparoundthekitchenthenIwent

backtomyroom.Itwasalreadylate

soIworemynightdressandgotin

underthecovers.
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IwaswokenupbySivuyileshaking



me,Icheckedthetimeitwaspast11

atnight.

Me:"MmmhWhat."

Sivuyile:"Weneedtotalk."

Me:"Now?Let'stalktomorrow

please."

Sivuyile:"No,wearegoingtotalk

now."

Me:"I'msleepySivuyile."Hewas



spooningme.

Sivuyile:"Tough.Itoldyouafew

hoursagothatwearegoingtotalk

tonightandwenayoudecidedto

sleep.That'snotmyfault."Rude

much?

Me:"itisyourfault.WasIsupposed

tostayupandwaitforyouwhileyou

drinkwithyourfriends?Withnoform

ofentertainment."

Sivuyile:"Youhaveyourlaptop,you

couldhavewatchedamovie."



Me:"Iknoweachandeverymovieon

mylaptop."Irolledmyeyes.

Sivuyile:"Yourphone?"

Me:"it'sboring.Canwejusthavethis

talksoIcangobacktosleep."He

chuckled.

Sivuyile:"Youreallydolovesleeping

justlikeyourbrothersaid."Ididn't

smileatthat.Ijustmaintainedmy

straightface."O-K-A-Y.Iwanttotalk



aboutus.What'sthewayforward?Do

ItellThandiweaboutus?Ordowe

carryonkeepingitasecrete?"I

turnedandlaidonmyback,hehad

hisarmonmystomachwhilelaying

onhisside.

Me:"Iwasthinkingthatmaybewe

couldtaketimeofffromthewhole

thing."

Sivuyile:"Idon'tthinkyouheardthe

options,causeifyoudidyouwould

haveheardthatIdidn'tincludeany

timeoff."



Me:"Whynot?"

Sivuyile:"Iwantustoworkonour

marriage."Ilaughedoutloud.

Me:"workonourmarriage?Areyou

serious.Wedon'tevenknoweach

otherthatwell,youdon'thaveany

formofromanticfeelingstowards

me,sowhatwouldyouwanttowork

onourmarriage?"

Sivuyile:"firstly,workingonour



marriagemeanswewillgettoknow

eachother,secondlywewilldevelop

romanticfeelingsalongtheway."

Me:"Whatifyourealiseyoudon'tlike

me?You'vesaidsoyourselfthatI'm

notyourtype.Howsureareyouthat

youwanttoworkonthismarriage?"

Sivuyile:"I'm1000%sure.Iwanttgis

towork,Iwantustoworkout."

Me:"Idon'tthinkyouaresureabout

yourdecision.We'veonlybeen

marriedforashortwhile,ithasn't



evenbeenamonthsincewegot

married.Iforone,doknowthatI'm

unsureofthiswholething.Wecan't

keeponhidingthisfromThandi,at

thesametimeIdon'twanttohurt

anyone.Ithinkwejustbothneedto

cooloffabit,thinkaboutthiswhole

thingclearlythentakeadecision."

Sivuyile:"YoumeanYOUneedto

thinkaboutthewhole,notWE.I've

thoughtaboutthiswholething,andI

knowwhatIwant."

Me:"Okayfine,youmayknow.ButI



don'tknow.Idon'tknowwhetherI

wanttosharemyfirstuhm,Idon't

knowlover,withsomeoneelse.I

don'tknow.Thiswholerelationship

thingisnewtome,andtomake

mattersworseIhavetoshare.It's

reallytoomuchforme,I'm.justa

teenagerafterall.Ireallyneedto

thinkthisthrough."

Sivuyile:"Iknowthisishardfor

you,butwecanmakeitwork."Iyoh!

He'snotevensuggestingtodrop

Thandiwehehatleast?NotthatI

wanthimtodropher,ordoI?



Me:"Pleasedon'tputpressureonme.

Ineedtothinkaboutthis,Ineedto

preparemyselfmentallyand

emotionallyforthispolygamous

marriage.Ineedtime."

Sivuyile:"Areyousurethat'stheonly

reason?"

Me:"WhatotherreasonwouldI

have?"Iaskedwitharaisedeyebrow.

Sivuyile:"Idon'tknow,"heshrugged



hisshoulders."Maybe,youstillwant

toliveyourlifeasasinglelady,maybe

youstillwantgalavantwithdifferent

boys.Ormaybeyoustillwanttohave

aboyfriendandbesexedby

someoneelsebesidesme."TF?!I

can'tbelieveheactuallysaidthat.

Me:"Ohhsothat'swhatyouthink

aboutme?YouthinkI'mabitch?You

thinkiwanttosleeparoundwith

everyboythatIcomeacross?!How

dareyousaythat?"

Sivuyile:"Whatdoyouwantmeto



thinkLunathi?Huh?!Youarenot

givingmeaclearreasonastowhy

youdon'twanttobewithme!And

you'vealwayswantedtohavea

boyfriend!"Thisguyisrude.

Me:"Igaveyouaclearreason.It'snot

myfaultthatit'snotclearenoughfor

you.Butitstilldoesn'tjustifythatyou

thinkI'mabitch!"

Sivuyile:"Don'tputwordsinmymouth!

Ididnotsaythat"

Me:"notinmanywords.Butyousaid



enoughtoprovethat'swhatyou

think."

Sivuyile:"That'snottrue.LookI'mjust

tryingtomakesenseofallofthis.I

wantustohaveacleardirection."

Me:"AndItoldyouthatIneedtimeto

thinkaboutthis.Iwillletyouknow

whenI'vecometoadecision.Well

thatwasbeforeyoucalledmea

bitch."

Sivuyile:"Ididn'tcallyouabitch."



Me:"Youdid.Youknowwhat,justget

outofmyroom.Gosleepinyourown

room."

Sivuyile:"HahLunathi,thatroomis

cold."

Me:"Idon'treallycare.Ijustwantyou

outofmybed."

Sivuyile:"Okaylook,I'msorryfor

callingyouabitch.EventhoughI

didn't."Hemumbledthelastpart,butI



heardhim."Pleasedon'tletmesleep

alone."

Me:"Don'tapologiseifyoudon'tmean

it."

Sivuyile:"ButIdidn'tcallyouabitch."

Me:"That'swhatyouwere

insinuating."

Sivuyile:"Okay,I'mreallysorryabout

that.Ishouldn'thavedoneit,itwas

wrongofme.I'msorry."Hekissed



myneck."Doyouforgiveme?"

Me:"Fine."

Sivuyile:"SocanIsleephere?"

Me:"Sho."Iturnedandfacedthe

otherway,hecamecloserand

cuddledmefrombehind(spooning).

Sivuyile:"Soyouneedingtimemeans

nosex?"Duh!

Me:"yes."



Sivuyile:"Butwecanstillshareabed

andcuddleright?"

Me:"No.Wearegoingtohaveno

intimateconnectionorwhatsoever."

Sivuyile:"What?!"Heletgoofmeand

satupstraight.

Me:"Yes.Thisisactuallythelast

nightwearespendingtogether."

Sivuyile:"Youarekiddingright?"



Me:"No.Whyareyousitting?Youare

makingmecold."Hewentbacktohis

position.

Sivuyile:"ComeonLunathi,whodo

youexpectmetosleepwithduring

thiswholetimeout?"

Me:"withThandiwe,duh!"

Sivuyile:"Whereissherightnow?

Mmh."



Me:"Imsureshewillbeback

tomorrow."

Sivuyile:"andifshe'snot?"

Me:"uzoqinaTata."Iclosedmyeyes.

Afterafewminutesofsilence,he

whisperedinmyear.

Sivuyile:"Sincethisisourlastnight

together,whydon'twemakeit

memorable?"Hebrushedmythighs

pullingupmynightdress,Iyanked

hishandofme.



Me:"mmmhmm.Iwanttosleep."

Sivuyile:"Comeon,I'llbequick."

Me:"No."

Sivuyile:"babymarn."Henibbledon

myear.

Me:"Iwanttosleep."

Sivuyile:"Iwillallthework."



Me:"HowwillIsleepwhileyouare

humpingontopofme?No."

Sivuyile:"Please."Ishereallybegging

meforafuck?

Me:"GoodnightSivuyile."

Sivuyile:"uyandivimbaserious

baby?(I'mreallynotgettingsome

baby?)"

Me:"Yes."



Sivuyile:"atleastagoodnightkiss

ke."IturnedandfacedhimthenI

peckedonhislips.

Me:"Happy?"

Sivuyile:"No!"Hislipscollidedwith

mineandwesharedaveryintense

kiss,itwasreallynice,itleftmewitha

poundingheart."NowI'mhappy.

Goodnightbabe."Hepulledmetohis

chestandkissedmyforeheadwhileI

driftedtolalaland.

☆



☆

Thefollowingmorning,Iwokeupand

wentstraighttothebathroomto

brushmyteethandwashmyface.

Sivuyilewasstillsleeping,Ishook

himawake.

Sivuyile:"Whatnow."

Me:"Aren'tyougoingtowork?"

Sivuyile:"No,wellnotnow.Ihavea

meetingat1o'clock.Pleasewakeme

upat12."



Me:"12?Youwantmetositanddo

whatinthishouseonmyown?"

Sivuyile:"WatchTVbabe,Ihavea

headachebabe,Ijustwanttosleep."

Me:"Servesyourightfordrinkingtoo

muchlastnight."

Sivuyile:"Iwasn'tdrunk."

Me:"doesn'tmeanyoudidn'tdrinka

lot."



Sivuyile:"CanIsleepinpeace

woman?"Ilaughed

Me:"maybeyoucan,inyourroom"he

alsolaughed."IguessIshouldleave

youtosleepinpeace....inmyroom....

onmybed."Welaughed.

Sivuyile:"andpleasepickanoutfitfor

metodayandironitplease."

Me:"Okay.Sleeptight."



Sivuyile:"Peacefullyyoumean."I

laughedwhilewalkingoutthedoor.I

wenttothekitchentopreparemyself

somethingtoeatinthekitchen,I

optedforacerealsinceIwasnotin

themoodtomakeaproperbreakfast.

Iatemycerealwhilewatching

cartoons.Ihadjustputaspoonfulof

cerealinmymouthwhenIrecieveda

callfrommymom.

Me:"mama."Isaidinachewingtone.

Mom:"Moratuwawaka.(Mylove)"I

swallowedup



Me:"Howareyoumommy?"

Mom:"I'mgoodbaby,I'mjust

missingyouandyourdelicious

cooking."Ichuckled.

Me:"Imissyoutoomama."Iwas

gettingabitemotional,Ireally

missedmyfamily.

Mom:"Whenareweseeingyou?"

Me:"Today!"Isaidwithabitof



excitement

Mom:"Today?"

Me:"yesandI'msleepingover."

Mom:"mokhwenyanawakaotla

dumela?(Willmyson-in-lawagree?)"

Me:"Definitely.Hewillunderstand

thatImissyouguys."

Mom:"Iguessyourbrotherswillalso

becomingover.ThatmeansIneed



toprepareafeast."

Me:"Theyhavemovedoutalready?"

Mom:"Yes,theymovedouttheday

afteryou.Yourdadwasabit

saddenedbythat."

Me:"Hawu,Ithoughthe'stheonewho

encouragedthemtomoveout."

Mom:"true,butasaparentyouare

neverreadytoletgoofyourchild.He

washappythattheyarelearningto



beindependentbutatthesametime

hewillmisshavingthemaroundthe

yard."

Me:"mmmhunderstandable."

Mom:"Sohow'smarriagelifetreating

you?"Idecidedtofillherinon

everythingthatwashappening,well

notentirelyeverything,just

appropriatedetails.Weendedup

talkingaboutotherthings,the

conversationlastedforaboutanhour

andahalf.IwasreallyhappythatI

hadaconversationwithmymom.



Iwasnowboredofsittinginthe

houseonmyown,Iwentupto

Sivuyile'sroomandpickedoutan

outfitforhim-casualoutfitashe

said.Iironedtheclothesandplaced

themontopofthebed.Idecidedto

takeanapsinceIhadnothingtodo

aroundthehouse,Isetanalarmfor

12o'clock.

Atexactly12o'clockthealarmwent

off,Ifeltrobbedofmysleep.Iwent

tomyroomtowakeSivuyileup.

Insteadofwakinghimupinaproper

way,Idecidedtoplaymusiconmy

phoneandIplacedonthepillowhe

wassleepingon.Itactuallytookhim



afewminutesbeforehewokeup.

Sivuyile:"Mmmh!Whycan'tyouwake

meuplikeanormalperson?"I

laughed.

Me:"wellanalarmwakeyouuplike

thatmos."

Sivuyile:"wellyouareahuman

being,botaclock."Ichuckled.He

roseupfromthebedandmadehis

waytomybathroom.



Me:"Aibo!WhereareyougoingMr?"

Sivuyile:"totakeashowerMrs."

Me:"Wellyoucandothatinyourown

shower.Besideyourclothesarein

yourroom."

Sivuyile:"Wellyoushouldhave

broughtthemhere."Heenteredthe

bathroomandclosedthedoorbehind

him,thenerveofthisman.Sincehe

didn'tmakethebedIhadnochoice

buttodotforhim.JustasIplaced

thelastpillowontopofthebed,he



comeoutofthebathroom,witha

towelwrappedaroundhiswaist,his

upperbodywasdrippingwithwater,

he'ssixpackwasonanotherlevel,

reallywantedtodrooloverhimbutI

didn'twanttogivehimthat

satisfaction.

Me:"Donealready?Thatwasa

breakingrecordshowerdude."He

chuckled.

Sivuyile:"Itookalongone

yesterday,thatshouldcountfor

something."Ilaughedoutloud.



Me:"Anyway,uhmmymominvitedme

fordinnertonight.Sheuh...actually

wantsmetosleepover."Lies.

Sivuyile:"Really?"

Me:"Yes."

Sivuyile:"Areyousureyouarenotthe

onewhosuggestedthatideatoher?"

Me:"Yes!"Isaidbeingdefensive.



Sivuyile:"Youcangotherefor

dinner,butyouarenotsleepingover."

Me:"What?Whynot?"

Sivuyile:"WhoamIsupposedto

sleepwithwhenyouarenothere?"

Me:"Incaseyouhaveforgotten,last

nightwasthelasttimewewere

sharingabed."

Sivuyile:"Okay,butIcan'tstayinthis

houseonmyown.It'stoobig."



Me:"callThandiandtelltocome

back."

Sivuyile:"Ispoketoherthis

morning,shesaidsheisonlycoming

backonSunday,shewenttoa

retreat."Mmmhluckyher.

Me:"Askoneofyourfriendsgo

sleepover."

Sivuyile:"Guysdon'tdothatshit."



Me:"Bookahotelroomthem."

Sivuyile:"That'swastingmoney."

Me:"Haike!Whatdoyouwantke?You

seemtohaveaproblemwithallof

mysolutions."

Sivuyile:"Iwantyoutocomeback

hereafterdinner."

Me:"Ican'ttravelatnight."

Sivuyile:"Iwillfetchyou."



Me:"Nocando.Ireallyneedtospend

timewithmyfamily,Imissthem.I

feellikeIhaveabandonedthem."He

laughed.

Sivuyile:"Youaresodramatic,ithasn't

evenbeentwoweekssinceyoulast

sawthem."Ifoldedmyarmsand

pouted."Youaresocute."

Me:"okayIgetthat.ButImiss

them,andIwanttospendsometime

withthem.Please,justforonenight.

Please."



Sivuyile:"Fine!I'lltakeyoutherewhen

Igetbackfrommymeeting."

Me:"andwhenisthat?"

Sivuyile:"Idon'tknow.Around2or3."

Me:"Hah!It'sfine,I'lltakeataxi."

Sivuyile:"What?.!AcrownedPrincess

inataxi?Areyoucrazy?"



Me:"WellIwillTaxifythen."

Sivuyile:"No.Iwilltakeyouthere

myself."

Me:"Fine."Thiswasalosingbattle,

SoIhadtoagreetothis.

Sivuyile:"Goodgirl.Letmegoand

changeforworkthen."Heleftthe

room.

○

●

○
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Sivuyilehadleftforworkafew

minutesago.Iwaschannelhoping,I

didn'tfindanythinginterestingto

watchonTV.Iwasreallybored,Ijust

couldn'twaittogethimandseemy



family,Iwasreallyexcited,Ididn't

eventakeabath,Ijustworemylong

tightfittingdressandsandles.I've

beenwaitingforSivuyiletocome

backandtakemehome,I'msurehe's

beengoneforafewhours.Icheck

mywristwatch,andNohe'shasonly

beengonefor40freakenminutes.I

guessIjustwanttoseemyself

huggingmymom,myslingbagwas

alreadyontopofmylap.Ayfuckthis,

I'mgettingoutofhere.Irequesteda

Taxifytomyhome,itarrivedaftera

fewminutes.Ilockedthedoorand

bounced.

WhenIgothomemomwasbusy



wateringherflowers,Iliterallyranto

herandhaveabighugwhilecrying.

Mom:"OoohMatefawa

mama.(Mommy'scrybaby.)"She

kossdmeallovertheface.Callme

dramaticorwhatever,butonceIsee

mymomafterbeingawayfromher

foralongtime,Ialwayscry.I

rememberthisonetimeingrade

9,wewentonaschoolcampforthe

weekend,whenwecamebackon

SundayIdidn'tevenwaitforZintleto

jumpoffthebus,Iliterallyrantothe

taxirankandtookataxihome.When

Igothome,Irantotheandwent



straighttomymom.Iamthelast

bornafterall,youcan'tblamefor

beingacrybaby.Anyway,backtothe

present.

Me:"I'vemissedyousomuchmama."

Mom:"I'vemissedyoutoomybaby."

Me:"Where'sdad?"

Mom:"He'sworking,buthepromised

tocomebackhomeearlyjustfor

you."



Me:"olala,Ifeelsospecial."She

laughed.

Mom:"Bontleisgoingtojoinusabit

later."

Me:"mmmhnice.Anyway,I'mhungry

mom.Ditengdijokamokatloung?(Is

thereanyfoodinthishouse?)"

Mom:"NoPunkie.Eversinceyouleft

homewe'vebeenstrugglingtobuy

food.Sothere'snofoodinthis



house."Shewasbeingsacarstic,I

laughed.

Me:"Sorryhehmama.Kopadijo?(can

Ipleasehavesomefood?)"

Mom:"That'swhatyouwere

supposedtosayinthefirstplace."

Me:"sorrymama."

Mom:"mmmh.Goandmakeyourself

somethingtoeat."



Me:"andIthinkI'mgonnatakeanap

afterthatmeal."

Mom:"Noo!Nosleeping."Irolledmy

eyes.

Me:"Iyoh!Okay."Iwentinsidethe

housetomakemyselfasandwicha

aglassofjuice.AftereatingIwentto

watchTV.

Fewhourslater,Bontlewalkedinand

threwherselfonthesofa.

Bontle:"OkaeMao?(Where'syour



mom?)"Ilaughed.

Me:"Don'tletherhearyousaythat.

Shesaidshe'sgoingtoorganiseher

closet."

Bontle:"Again?Wow.Areyouready

foryourresults?"

Me:"it'stooearlytosay,Istillhavea

fewweeksleftbeforeIcanstart

stressing."

Bontle:"Truethat.LumkaandLulama



arecomingthissidetomorrow,it's

goingdown!"

Me:"What'sgoingdown?"

Bontle:"Wearegoingtoturnupthis

festivedummy."

Me:"Ohhh.DoyouthinkabutiLizwiis

goingtoallowthat?"

Bontle:"He'salsoturningupthis

festive,sowhywouldn'the?"



Me:"mmmh,soleturnupcouple

vele?"Shelaughed

Bontle:"Yesss!!"

MyphonerangIterupttingour

conversation,itwasSivuyile.

Me:"H-"

Sivuyile:"Youdecidedtoleave

withouttellingme?IthoughtItold

youIwilltakeyoutoyourmom's

house."



Me:"Youweretakingtoolong."

Sivuyile:"Wellyoushouldhavesent

metexttoletmeknowthatyou

alreadyleft."

Me:"I'ms-"Beep!Hejusthungupon

me.Islowlyplacedmyphoneonthe

couch.

Bontle:"Andthen?Troublein

paradise?"



Me:"Thereisnoparadiseausi."

Bontle:"Whatdomeannoparadise?

Whathappenedtoourplan?

OperationSeducehim?"

Me:"Idon'treallywannatalkabout

that,it'salongstory."

Bontle:"Wellcutitshortthen."I

sighed

Me:"Theplanworkedoutwell,

somethingdidhappenbetweenus,



butbeforeitcouldescalateto

anythingseriouswedecidedtocallit

quits."

Bontle:"What?!Why?!"

Me:"Because...."

Bontle:"Because?!That'snota

reason."

Me:"Idon'twanttotalkabouthle

ausi.(sis)"



Bontle:"Ohhellno,don'tgivemethat.

Wearegoingtotalkaboutitnow!"

Me:"Notnow,orhere.Whatifyour

brotherswalkinonus."

Bontle:"Fine.Butwewillhavethis

discussionsomeothertime."

Me:"Fine."

Bontle:"Speakingofyourbrothers,

Thabanghasanewgirlfriend."



Me:"Nosurprisethere,Thabang

alwayshasanewgirlfriend."

Bontle:"Wellthistimearoundit

seemsserious,hehasactually

introducedhertotheguys."

Me:"Stillnosurprisethere,he

introducesallhisonenightstandsto

theguys."Shekeptquietforawhile.

Bontle:"WellLizwisaidheseemsvery

fondofthisgirl."



Me:"WellI'mnottakingit

seriously,theonlytimeIwilliswhen

heintroducesthegirltous-notas

hisfriendbutashisgirlfriend."

Bontle:"mmmhmakessense.Iguess

wewillhavetowaitforthatmoment

beforewecancelebrate."

"Celebratewhat?"Weturnedasmy

brotherswalkedinandjoineduson

thecouches.

Bontle:"Nonofyourbusiness."



Thabo:"Youdoknowthatwewillfind

outeventually."

Bontle:"Goodluckwiththat."

Thabiso:"Lookatthat,ourPunkiepie

isstillintact.Ithoughtyouwould

comebacklookingugly,bruisesall

overyourbodyandeyebags."WTF?!

Me:"What!Whywouldyouthinkthat?"

Thabang:"WithBarbiedollinthat



house,youcanneverknow."

Me:"Awwcomeon,Iwouldneverlet

anothergirlabuseme."

Thabo:"Goodgirl."

Thabang:"andIdoubtshewoulddo

that,sheknowsthatyourbrotherand

sisterdon'ttakeshiit."Irolledmy

eyes.

Bontle:"sheknowsmealright."



Me:"Youguyslikeviolence,one

wouldswearthatthereisnocopin

thisfamily."

Thabiso:"Thatmeanswehavea

connectioninthestation."

Me:"Youguysaresocruel,youdidn't

evengivemehugswhenyouwalked

inhere.Allofyou!"Theylaughed.

Bontle:"Don'ttellmeyouare

expectinghugsrightnow."



Me:"Ithoughtyoumissedme."

Thabo:"Wedid."

Me:"Thenwhydidn'tanyofyouhug

mewhenyouwalkedin?"

Thabiso:"Weweredistractedbythe

celebrationtalk."

Bontle:"Lerataditabatoomuch!"

Thabo:"What'syourexcuse?"



Bontle:"Iwastired."Theylaughed."I

willhugyouwhenIgetavalidreason

tostandupfromthiscouch."We

laughed.

Thabang:"Lazysusu."

Bontle:"Ketlahobetsa.(Iwillhit

you.)"Welaughed.Momcametothe

loungewhilewewerestilllaughing.

Mom:"Mybabies."Theystoodupand

huggedtheirmom."I'vemissedyou



all."

Me:"whatdoyoumean"all".When

wasthelasttimeyousawthem?"

Mom:"Ilastsawthese3whenthey

movedout,Bontleyena2daysago."

Bontle:"see?Amtheonlyonewho

hasn'tabandonedyoumama."

Brothers:"Mxm."

Me:"Badsons."



Thabang:"Worstdaughter."

Me:"I'mmarried,thatsagood

excuse."

Thabiso:"Bontleisalsomarried,but

shealwaysmakestimeformom."

Me:"Shestaystenminutesaway,plus

shehasacar."

Thabiso:"mxm."Istuckmytongue

outathim."Ketlalekhaola.(Iwillcut



it.)"

Mom:"Enoughofthat.Who'shelping

mewiththecooking?"

Them:"Punkie!!"

Me:"Hah!!That'snotfair,I'mthe

youngestthereforeIshouldbe

treatedlikeanegg."Theylaughedout

loud.

Bontle:"notinthiscaselilone."



Me:"WellIdidn'ttakeabath,soIneed

totakeonenow."

Thabo:"Iknewit!Nowonderotene

so.(Nowonderyouarewearinglike

that.)"

Me:"What'swrongwithmyoutfit?"

Thabo:"Everything."

Me:"mxm,whatdoyouknowabout

girl'sclothesanyway?"



Thabo:"Justgoandtakeabathand

change."

Thabang:"Andsomethingisstarting

tosmellnow."TheylaughedasI

gasped.

Me:"Hah!Mama!"

Mom:"Hay,don'tinvolveme.Youwill

findinthekitchen."Sheleft.Isniffed

myself.

Me:"Idon'tstink."



Thabang:"keeptellingyourselfthat."

Me:"Bontledidyousmellanything

whenyougothere?"

Bontle:"yeah,somethingfishy."They

crackedupevenmore."

Me:"Youguysaresocruel.Letmego

takeabath."

Thabiso:"Pleasedo,saveusfromthis

misery."Theyaresomean.Istoodup



andrantomyroom,Itookofmy

clothes,wrappedmyselfwithatowel,

andwenttothebathroom.Idecided

totakeashowerinsteadofabath.

Aftermyhygieneprocess,Iwentto

thekitcheninmylongdresstohelp

mominthekitchen.SurpriseSurprise!

Momwasnowherenearthekitchen,

insteadshewassittinginthelounge

chattingupastormwithmysiblings.

Me:"Mama,I'mdone."

Mom:"Ohbaby,everythingyouwill

needisontopofthecounter.The



chickenisnexttothesink,already

defrosted."Whatthehell!!

Me:"Ithoughtweweregoingtocook

together."

Mom:"Mykneeisactingup,Ican't

standfortoolong."

Thabo:"thatmeansyouaredoingit

solo."Theylaughed.Thisfamilyisso

unfair.Iwentbacktothekitchenand

startedonthepots.Ican'tbelievemy

momtrickedmeintocooking,atleast

it'snothinghectic,justchickenstew



andrice.Dadwalkedinthekitchen

justasIswitchedoffthestove.

Me:"Daddy!"Igavehimahugehug.

Hekissedmycheek.

Dad:"Punkiepie.Wenaore

lahlile.(Youhaveabandonedus.)"

Me:"That'snottruedad.YouknowI

didn'thaveacar,soIcan'tcomevisit

youguysallthetime."

Dad:"true.Butyoushouldtellthat



husbandofyourstobuyyouacar,we

can'tgoonaweekwithoutseeing

you."Ilaughed.

Me:"Ormaybe,daddydearestcanbuy

methatcar."

Dad:"Haha!Veryfunny."

Me:"Comeondad."

Dad:"Idon'thavethatkindofmoney.

Besidesyouaremarriedtoarich

family,thatshouldn'tbeaproblem



forthem."Withthatsaidheleftmein

thekitchenbumpingintoLizwi.He

camestraighttomeandgavemea

hugwhilespinningmearoundand

kissingmychick.

Lizwi:"Theprodigaldaughterdecided

tovisittonight."Myfamilyisvery

dramaticshame.

Me:"Drama!"

Lizwi:"how'smyprincessdoing?You

lookbeautiful,Youareactually

glowing.Areyoupregnant?Ihope



youarenotpregnant!"Jesus!

Me:"Ofcoursenot."

Lizwi:"OhthankGod."Ishookmy

head."Needhelpwithtakingthe

platestothedinning?"

Me:"No,I'llmanage."Ican'treally

allowhimtodothat.

Lizwi:"Great."Helookedrelieved,I

guesshedidn'treallywanttohelpme,

notthatamsurprised.Myfamily



membersarelazy,especiallymy

brothers.

Me:"Onsecondthoughts,youcan

carrythejuicetothekitchenplease.

It'sinthefridge."

Lizwi:"Hah!"Ilaughed.Hewenttothe

fridgeandtookthejuice,thenheleftI

followedbehindhimwithourplates.I

wentbacktothekitchentofetchthe

food,butfirstIpouredthechicken

stewintoabigglassbowl,alsodid

thesamewiththerice.Iwentbackto

thedinningareawithbowlsand



joinedthefamilyinthetable.Dad

blessedthefood,thenwedishedup

andate.Halfwaythroughthe

meal,daddecidedtodropa

bombshell.

Dad:"OnSaturdayweareallgoingto

Matatiele."

Us:"What?!"

Dad:"Youheardme."

Thabang:"Notthatplacedad,



please."

Dad:"Wellyouhavenochoiceinthis

matter."

Thabo:"Whenarewegoingtocome

back."

Dad:"Idon'tknow.Wemighteven

spendChristmasdaythere."Amen!

Thabang:"Noway!"

Dad:"Yesway!"



Me:"Idon'tthinkIwillcomewithyou.

Myin-lawsmightwanttospend

Christmaswithus."

Dad:"Iwillspeaktothem.Weareall

goingtoMatatieleandthat'sfinal."

HestoodupandleftisGobsmacked.

Mom:"ThabangandLizwiaredoing

thedishes."Shefollowedher

husband.

Thabiso:"Ican'tbelieveImightspend



thefestiveseasoninMatatiele."

Lizwi:"Imsuredadiskidding.He

wouldneverdothattous,notwhenI

plannedtogoalloutthisfestive."So

here'sthethingaboutLizwi,before

heactuallybecameBontle'shusband,

hewasmyfather'sson-not

biologicalson,No.Hewas/ismy

dad'sbestfriend'sson,unfortunately

hisparentspassedonwhenhewas

stillyoung,sodadandmomtookit

uponthemselvestoraisehimsince

noonefromhisfamilywantedhim.



Thabang:"dudeyouknowhowheis,

heneverjokes."

Bontle:"Let'sjusthopeforthebest.

Me:"Imexcitedaboutthistrip."

Thabang:"Ofcourseyouare,phela

youdon'thaveanyfestiveplans."

Me:"Luckyme."Iwantedtolaugh,but

Iknewbetter.

Wewerealldonewitheating,

ThabangandLizwipackedtheplates



andwenttowashthem."Well,Ineed

mybeautysleep,sogoodnightfam."

Thabo:"Hawu,wedidn'tevengettime

tocatchup."

Me:"akerey'allmademecook,thats

why."

Thabo:"whatever,I'msleepingwith

youtonight."

Thabiso:"Metoo."



Me:"Finebyme.GoodnightBontle."I

kissedhercheekandwenttomy

room.IchangedintomylongPJs

andjumpedintobed,Izonedout

almostimmediately.JustasIwas

abouttokissAaronChalmersinmy

dream,mystupidbrothersdecidedto

wakemeup.Iwassoannoyed,butI

decidedtokeepmyemotionsto

myself.Westayedupallnight

chattingupastorm,itwasreallyfun,

Imissedthemandtheirsillyjokes.

Thabofinallyadmittedthathehasa

massivecrushonZintle,Ilaughedso

hardwhenhetoldme.Hesaid

somedayhe'sgoingtomakeherhis



wife,suchabigdream,SMH.

○

○

ItwasmiddaywhenIwokeup,my

brotherswerenotnexttome.Iwent

putofmyroomtothebathroom,I

rinsedmymouthandfacebefore

goingtothelounge.OnlyMomwas

there,shewasdressedinheruniform.

Me:"Afternoon."

Mom:"Heybaby."



Me:"Youaregoingtowork?"

Mom:"Yes.Ihavea2o'clockshift."

Me:"Where'severyone?"

Mom:"DadandLizwiareatwork.I

don'tknowabouttheothers."

Me:"WellIguessIwon'tseethem

whenIleave."

Mom:"WhenareYouleaving?"



Me:"InanhourstimeIthink."

Mom:"Soquick?"Shewaspacking

herworkbag.

Me:"Yeah,Iknow.ButatleastI

visitedy'all."

Mom:"AndIamhappyaboutthat.I

havetogonow.Don'tbeastranger

nomore."

Me:"Iwon't.EnjoyyourdayandIlove



you."

Mom:"Iloveyoutoomybaby."She

kissedmyforeheadandgavemea

longhugbeforeleaving.IguessI'm

homealone.Imademyself

somethingtoeat,thenIwenttotake

alongrelaxingbath.Afterbathing,I

woremyabovethekneesummer

dressandsandles,Itiedmyoldultra

intoatightponytail.

"Punkie!"ThatwasThabo.

Me:"Imcoming!"Itookmyslingbag



andwenttothelounge,hewaswith

Bontle.

Thabo:"andthen?"

Me:"I'mgoingbacktomyhouse."

Thabo:"Already?"

Me:"Yes."

Bontle:"Why?"Huh?



Me:"Whatdoyoumeanwhy?I

promisedSivuyilethatIwillcome

backtoday."

Thabo:"Wellyouarenotgoingback

now."

Me:"Whynot?"

Thabo:"Wehaveplansfortheday."

Me:"Whichare?"

Bontle:"You'llsee.Let'sgo."I



followedbehindthemtothecar,then

wedroveoff.Tomysurprisewewent

tothemall,wespentthewholeday

playinggameseatingandwatchinga

movie.Afteralongfunfilledday,they

drovemeto'myhouse',unfortunately

theycouldn'tcomeinwithme

becauseBontlewaslateforher

dinnerdatewithLizwi.

WhenIopenedthedoor,Iwasmetby

averyloudbabycry.Ifolloweditall

thewaytothelounge,itwasamess.

Theloungewasfullofbabytoys,

formulaandallsortsofbabystuff.

Sivuyilewasonhisfeetbusytryingto

shushthebabythatwasonhisarms.



Sivuyile:"ThankGodyouareback."He

saidwhenhesawme.

Me:"What'sgoingonhere?Who's

babyisthat?"

Sivuyile:"Iwilltalktoyouonceshe

hascalmeddown.Pleasehelpme

calmherdown."What!

Me:"What?Me?Ican'tcalmdown

babies."Ireallyhavenoexperience

whenitcomestobabies,noonein



myfamilyhashadasmallbaby,I'm

thebabyofthefamily.

Sivuyile:"PleaseLunathi,justtry."My

eyeswerestillwideopenwhenhe

shovedthebabyinmyarms.Ididn't

knowwhattodowiththiscrying

creature,andboywassheloud.I

triedmovingaroundtheroomwith

her,butitwasnothelping,instead

shecriedevenlouder-Iwasalso

closetotearsbecauseIwasgetting

frustrated.

Me:"Justcheckontheinternet,we



mightfindsomethinguseful."He

quicklygrabbedhisphone.

Sivuyile:"WhatdoIsearchfor?"

Really?

Me:"Idon'tknow,try'Whatmakes

babiescry?'Orsomething."Iwas

reallyhelpless.Hepressedhis.

Sivuyile:"Okay,I'vefedhersoshe's

nothungry,I'vechangedherdiaper....

ohsnap."



Me:"Ohsnapwhat?"Thebabyhasn't

stoppedcrying.

Sivuyile:"Maybeshe'sfeelinghot.

Let'stakeoffsomeofherclothes."I

gentlyplacedheronthecouchnext

toSivuyileandstartedstrippingher.

Nowonderthischildwascryinglike

shewasbeingmurdered,shewas

burningup.Shewaswrappedaround

intwoverywarmbabyblankets,she

hadonaveryfluffy

romper,underneathitwasashort

sleevedt-shirtandpants,underneath

thatwasalongsleevedvest(the

bodysuittype.).Ileftherinavest,



afterthatshestartedcalmingdown,I

tookherandgentlypatheronthe

backwhilemovingaroundwithher,I

didn'tknowwhatIwasdoing,Iwas

justwinginganditseemedtobe

workingbecausesoonshewasfast

asleep.Sivuyilequicklymadeasmall

bedputoftheblanketsthatwere

layingaroundthelounge.Iplacedthe

babyontheblankets.

Sivuyile:"Makeherlieonher

stomach."Ilookedathim,since

whenisheanexpertonbabies."I

searcheditontheinternet."OhGood

then!Ididashetoldmebefore



throwingmyselfonthesofa.

Me:"WereyoutryingtoBraaithis

baby?"

Sivuyile:"No!"hesatnexttome.

Me:"Thenwhydidyouclothherwith

somanyclothesandtomakeit

worse,youwrappedherupintwo

babyblankets."

Sivuyile:"MymomalwaystellLulama

tomakesurethatthebabyiswearing



warmclothes."

Me:"I'msureshedidn'tmeanitlike

that."

Sivuyile:"WellIdon'tknowanything

aboutbabies."

Me:"Youshouldhavecalledyour

sisterormomtofindouthowtodeal

withacryingbaby."

Sivuyile:"Icouldn'tdothat."



Me:"Whynot?"Heshruggedhis

shoulders."Sivuyile,who'sbabyis

this?"Hekeptquietforawhile.

Sivuyile:"Mine."

Me:"What?!Whendidyouhavea

baby?Whoisthemother?Whereis

she?"

Sivuyile:"It'smineokay,Ionlyfound

outyesterdayabouther.Hermother

issomegirlIsleptwithafewmonths

back."



Me:"Whereisshenow?"

Sivuyile:"Idon'tknow.Igotbackfrom

workonlytobegreetedbyasmall

basketnexttothegate,insidethe

basketwasthebabyandaletter

fromthemother.Alsoapiceofpaper

thathadinformationaboutthechild's

dateofbirth"

Me:"Whatdidthelettersay?Didn't

shestatewhereshestays?"



Sivuyile:"No,justthatshe'smovingto

anothercountrywithherfuture

husband.Shecan'traisethisbaby

becauseherfiancedoesn'twanther."

Me:"Wellhowsureareyouthatthe

babyisyours?YouareaPrinceshe

couldbetrickingyou."

Sivuyile:"Immediatelyafterfindingthe

baby,IwenttoseeThembaatthe

surgery.Headvicedmetotakea

DNA,Ididthat."

Me:"Sowhenareyougettingthe



results?"

Sivuyile:"Igotthemthismorning."

Me:"Already?How?"

Sivuyile:"Ihavefriendswhoworkin

thelab,Itoldthemitwasurgent."

Me:"Sothat'syourbaby?100%sure?"

Sivuyile:"Yes."



Me:"Howoldisshe?"

Sivuyile:"She'samonthold."

Me:"Sothere'snobirthcertificate?"

Sivuyile:"No."

Me:"Shedoesn'thaveaname."

Sivuyile:"Notyet."

Me:"Whendidyoubuyallofthis



stuff?"

Sivuyile:"Today.Ijustbought

whatevertoyIcouldgetmyhands

on."Icanseethat.

Me:"Sowhatnow?"

Sivuyile:"Idon'tknow.Weraiseher

togetherIguess."What?Ican'traise

ababy,I'mababymyself.

Me:"Youarekiddingright?"



Sivuyile:"NoI'mnot.Wearemarried

now,what'smineifyoursandthat

meansthisbabyisalsoyours."Haibo!

Me:"Idon'tknowhowtoraiseababy.

I'monly18."

Sivuyile:"Wewilllearntogetherbabe.

Wewilldothistogether."

Me:"Maybeyoushouldtakeherto

yourmother."

Sivuyile:"No!"Woah!Thatwasaquick



answer."Theycan'tknowaboutthis,

notyet.Noonemustknowaboutthis,

ithastostaybetweenus."

Me:"Wellyoursistersarecomingthis

sidetomorrow.WhatifThembaruns

intothemandspillsthebeans?"

Sivuyile:"Hewon't.Itoldhimnotto

tellanyone.Thishastobeoursecret

untilIfindawaytotellthemabout

this,wealsohavetokeepitlowkey

sothatthepapersdon'tfindout

aboutthis.Idon'tneedascandal

rightnow."



Me:"Fine.Sowhatarewegonnacall

her?Sheneedsaname.Maybewe

shouldcallherSephiri,sinceshe'sa

secret."Hechuckled.

Sivuyile:"Youarecrazy."

Me:"wecan'tshortenitandcallhe

Cici."

Sivuyile:"IthinkIlikeCicimore."

Me:"Ciciitisthen."



Mylifejusttookadrasticchange,

frombeinganormalteenagerto

raisingaraisingasecretbaby.Idon't

thinkIwillbeabletoraiseababy,I

meanwhatdoIknowaboutbabies?

GodwherefuckisThandiwe?!

□

●

□

●

#WTFJustHappened?

#BabyCici

[2/6,12:18PM]DeeBee:#Chapter32



○

○

●

●

"Sivuyilewakeup!Wakeup!"

Sivuyile:"Whatisit?"

Me:"Howcanyousleepatatimelike

this?"

Sivuyile:"I'mnotsleeping.Iwasjust

restingmyeyes."



Me:"Couldhavefooledme.She's

finallyasleep.I'malsogoingtosleep

now."

Sivuyile:"Goodnight."

Me:"Goodmorningyoumean."Yep,

thebabykeptusupallnight.She

finallyfellasleepat5:00.Itookthe

baby'sbottleandwentupstairswith

herinmyarms.Iplacedheronthe

bedandlaidnexttoher,immediately

afterclosingmyeyesIwasoff.

Iwokeuptothesoundofmyringing



phone,thebabywasnotnexttome.

Me:"Mama."

Mom:"ThanksGodyouareokay.

We'vebeentryingtocallyouthe

wholeoflastnight,whyweren'tyou

answeringyourphone?Infactwhy

didn'tyoucallmeandinformthatyou

arrivedsafeathome?"Momisbeing

dramatic.

Me:"BontleandThabodroppedme

offlastnight,sotheyknowthatIam

safe."



Mom:"Thesestupidkids,I'mgoingto

murderthem.Watseba(youknow)

theytoldmethattheylastsawyou

thenightbefore,bare(theysaid)they

didn'tseeyouleavethehouse

yesterday.I'mgoingtoburntheir

faces."Ilaughed.

Me:"Youknowtheylikepulling

pranksonyoumom."

Mom:"They'regoingtomakemeage

quicker."Ilaughed."Howareyou

baby?"



Me:"I'mandyoumom?"

Mom:"No,ImeanhowareYOUin

yourmarriage?Isyourhusband

treatingyouright?Howareyou

holdingup?Wedidn'tgettotalk

aboutallofthatlastnight.Areyou

happy?"

Me:"Yesmom,IthinkIam.Ihave

nothingtocomplainabout.He's

treatingmewell,meandThandialso

getalong-wellwedon'treallyget

along,butwejuststayoutofeach



other'sways."

Mom:"That'sgoodbaby.I'mgladthat

youarehappy.Iwassoworriedthat

youwerenotgoingtocope,phela

wenayouaresuchababy."We

laughed

Me:"WellIamcoping,IguessIhave

acceptedthatthisismynewlifeand

there'snothingIcandotochangeit."

Mom:"Truebaby.Andalways

rememberwhatItoldyou,thenyou

willsurviveinthatmarriage."Mmmh



givesmeanidea.

Me:"Mom,canIaskyousomething?"

Mom:"Yeah,sure."

Me:"Let'sjustsayoneday,dadcomes

homewithachildandhetellsyou

thatit'shischild,wouldyouleavehim

orstayandtakecareofthebaby?"

Mom:"Wellitdepends..."

Me:"on?"



Mom:"onwhetherhehadthechild

beforewemetorafterwemet.Ifhe

hadthechildbeforewemetandhe

didn'tknowaboutit,thenIwould

forgivehimveryeasilyandhelphim

raisethechild.Ifthat'snotthecase,

itwouldbeveryhardformetoget

overthebetrayal-BUTIwouldnever

leavehim,Ilovehimwaytoomuchto

dothat."

Me:"Wow."

Mom:"Whyareyouaskingallofthis?



Wait!Doesmokhwenyana(son-in-law)

haveachild?"

Me:"What?No!WellnotthatIknow

off."

Mom:"Thenwhyareyouaskingall

thesequestionsifthat'snotthe

case?"

Me:"No,thingisIwaswatchinga

moviethathadasimilarstoryline.I

startedaskingmyselfwhatIwould

doifsuchathingwouldhappento

me."



Mom:"ohhh.Iwasreallyworried,I

thoughtyouweregoingtosaythathe

hasachild."Ifakedalaugh

Me:"No,notatall."

Mom:"wellyoudon'thavetoworry

aboutyourhusbandhavingakid

outsideofyourmarriage,helooks

likeaveryresponsibleguy."Ifonly

sheknew.

Me:"Youcanneverknowmom.Well



momlet'ssaythesamething

happenstome,whatadvicewould

yougiveme?"Shekeptquietfora

while.

Mom:"Iwouldtellyoutolistentoyour

heart,itwillalwaysleadyoutothe

rightdecision."Listentomyheart

how?BecauseallIcanhearisghu-

ghu-ghu.

Me:"ohwell.Let'sjusthopeandpray

thatInevercomeacrossthat

situation."Fakelaughagain.



Mom:"I'mcertainyouwon't.Ihaveto

gobaby,I'mtakingoutyourdadfor

lunch."

Me:"olalawenana."

Mom:"nnaMoghel!"Welaughed.My

momcanbereallyweird.

Me:"ohwell,goodbyethenmom.

Enjoyyourlunchandgivedadmy

love."

Mom:"Willdosobaby.Iloveyou."



Me:"IloveyoutooMoghel."We

laughedagainbeforehangingup.I

gotoffthebedandwenttothe

bathroomtorinsemymouthand

face,Iwalkedbacktomyroomand

madethebedbeforegoing

downstairstothelounge.That's

whereIfoundSivuyiletryingtoplay

withhisdaughter,wellhewasbusy

makingcutesoundsandcallingher

withpetnames.

Sivuyile:"Lookwhodecidedtowake

up,yepit'smommy."Mommy?I'm



mommynow?Thatwasfast.

Me:"hello."Isaidawkwardly.

Sivuyile:"Howdidyousleep?"

Me:"likeababy.Mmmhshe'swell

behavedtoday."

Sivuyile:"waituntilitgetsdark."

Me:"Shewillstartwailinglikea

widow."Helaughed.



Sivuyile:"That'smean."

Me:"andI'mhungry."

Sivuyile:"Yourfoodisinthe

microwave."

Me:"Youcooked?"

Sivuyile:"OfcourseIdid,whatdoyou

takemefor?"IchuckledasImade

mywaytothekitchen.Iopenedthe

microwaveandtookoutaplatethat



wascoveredwithanotherplate.

WhenIuncoveredit,Iwasmetby

burnteggs,burntsausagesand

tomatoes.Whoburnseggsbathong?

Imeanthat'sthesimplestthingto

cook.Iunloadedthewholeplateof

foodinthetrashcanandmade

myselfafreshsandwichwithjuice.

AftereatingIplacedmyplateinthe

sinkandwenttojoinfatherand

daughterinthelounge.

Sivuyilewasbusytakingpicturesof

Cici,whenhisphonestartedringing.

Sivuyile:"Lulu."Hissistersmusthave



arrived."What?!No!Imean,weare

nothome.....Itookmywifeout."Out

sevoet."Wewillonlybebacklateat

night....I'msorrysis,IguessIwillsee

youguystomorrow......Iloveyou

too.....Willdo."Hehangup.

Me:"Theywantedtocomehere?"

Sivuyile:"Imagine!"

Me:"Youneedtotellthem."

Sivuyile:"Iwill.Justnotnow."



Me:"Didyoubaththebaby?"

Sivuyile:"No,Ijustchangedher

nappy."

Me:"Wheredidyoulearnhowtodo

that?"

Sivuyile:"YouTube."

Me:"Whydidn'tyoubathher?"



Sivuyile:"BecauseIcan't."

Me:"Dude,Youtheinternet,YouTube

whereyoulearnthowtochangeher

nappy.Wait!Areyoutryingtotellme

shehasn'ttakenabathsincetheday

shegothere?"Hescratchedhishead.

"Unbelievable.Didyouatleastbuy

thethingsshewillneedtobath?"

Sivuyile:"No."Amen!"Ionlybought

thetoys."

Me:"Wellweneedtogoandbuythe

thingsshewillneed."



Sivuyile:"Wecan'tbeseeninpublic

withher."Ikeptquietandstarted

thinkingaboutwhatwearegoingto

do.

Me:"I'llgotothestore,youstayhere

withthebaby."

Sivuyile:"What?No!"

Me:"Whatdoyoumeanno?It'syour

baby,youqilllookafterher."



Sivuyile:"She'sOURbabynow."

Me:"Wedidn'tuseOURspermswhen

shewasmade."

Sivuyile:"Ithoughtweareinthis

together."

Me:"Weare.Iwasjustmakingitclear

anwhichaideahefallson

biologically."Thatwasstupid.

Sivuyile:"Fineyoucango.I'llstay."



Me:"Awesome.Letmegoandtakea

bath."Iranuptomyroom,tookoff

myclothesandthenIwenttotakea

shower.Afterthehygieneprocess,I

woremyblackhighrisejean,plain

whiteshortsleevedT-shirtwhichI

tuckedin,andmyblackandwhite

Addidassneakers.Myhairsstyle

fromyesterdaywasstillintact,soI

justsprayedmyhairandbrushed.

Appliedablackmattelipstick,Itook

mywhiteslingbagandpuffedmy

perfumebeforewalkingout.

Sivuyile:"Youlookpretty."



Me:"Ohwhy,thankyoudear

husband."Wechuckled."I'mreadyto

go.IjustneedtorequestanUber."

Sivuyile:"Noneedforthat,I'lltake

youtothemall."

Me:"Andthebaby?"

Sivuyile:"She'scomingwith."Huh?

Me:"Ith-"



Sivuyile:"Wewillusetherangerover,

thewindowsaredim.Wewillremain

inthecarwhileyougoinsideto

shop."

Me:"Okay.Let'sgothen."Hestoodup,

tookthebaby'sbottleandhiscar

keyswhileIcarriedthebaby."Aren't

yougoingtowearaT-shirt?"Hewas

shirtless.

Sivuyile:"Noneed,it'snotlikeI'm

goingtoleavethecar."Ilookedat

him."Don'tworry,noonewillseeyour

assets."WTF.



Me:"Mxm."Welockedthedoorand

gotinthecarthenwedroveoff.

"Whatdayisittoday?"Iwassittingin

thebackseatwithBabyCici.

Sivuyile:"Wednesday."

Me:"Ohshit!"

Sivuyile:"What?"

Me:"I'mgoingtoMatatieleon

Saturday."



Sivuyile:"Matatiele?Todowhat

there?"

Me:"It'smydad'shometown.Weonly

gotherewhenthere'satraditional

ceremonythat'sgoingtotakeplace.

Butdaddidn'texactlysaywhat's

happeningthistimearound."

Sivuyile:"Whenareyougoingtocome

back?"

Me:"Hedidn'tsay.Hesaidwemight



spendChristmasthere."

Sivuyile:"What?That'sabsurd.Your

dadknowsthatyouaremarriednow,

thatmeanyouhavetospendyour

Christmaswithyournewfamily."

Me:"Wellhesaidhewillspeakto

yourfatheraboutthis."

Sivuyile:"Youarenotmarriedtomy

father."

Me:"HeistheKing."



Sivuyile:"Thisisshortnotice.

Christmasisin2weeks."

Me:"MaybeIwillbebackbythen.We

neverspendourChristmasin

Matatiele."

Sivuyile:"There'sfirsttimefor

everything."

Me:"Whileweareonthat.Youneed

tofindananny,youwon'tcopewith

Cicionyourown."



Sivuyile:"WEneedtofindananny."

Me:"Yeah.WE.Youalsoneedtotell

yourparentsabouthersoon.

Christmasisalmosthere."

Sivuyile:"Ijusttryandconvincethem

tospenditthatside."

Me:"Meaning?"

Sivuyile:"Iwillconvincethemto

spendChristmasthatside,whileI



spenditthisside."

Me:"Yourmomwon'tagreetothat."

Sivuyile:"IwillsayI'mgoingtobe

busyatwork."

Me:"Itsyourdad'scompany,that

meansheknowseverything.That

definitelywon'twork."

Sivuyile:"Ihavemyowncompany."

Me:"Ithoughtyousaidthesurgeryis



stillnew.Comeupwithsomethinga

bitrealistic."Helookedlikehewas

thinking.

Sivuyile:"Igotit!IwillsayIwantto

spendmoretimewithyou,without

anydisturbance."LAME!

Me:"Anotherobstacle,whatareyou

goingtodoaboutThandi?"

Sivuyile:"LeavethatonetoMe."

Me:"noIwanttoknowyoursolution



tothatbig,nomassiveproblem."We

enteredthemallandparkedthecar.

Sivuyile:"I'lljustbuyherticketstogo

somewhere,maybeParisor

Mauritius."

Me:"Ohwowthat'snice,Thandigets

togotoonaholidaywhileI'mstuck

herehelpingyouhideababy.Really

nice."

Sivuyile:"Iknowit'snotfair,but

pleasetrytounderstand."



Me:"Understandwhat?Thatallyou

seeinmeisawifewho'sgoingto

raiseyourbabies,whileyourtrophy

wifecruisesawayinothercountries?

Huh?"

Sivuyile:"Noofcoursenot,Isee

beyondthatwhenIseeyou.Thingis

thebabywasconceivedwhenyou

andIwerenotmarried,Ithinkwe

didn'tevenknoweachotherback

then.WithThandiwe,wewere

engagedwhenithappened.She's

goingtofeelhurtandbetrayed,so



thatmightmakeherresorttogetting

revengebecauseofhurt.Shemight

gotothepapers,andIdon'tneeda

scandalrightnow,I'minamiddleofa

bigdeal.Shemightalsotellmy

parentswhichissomethingIdon't

wanttohappen.I'msorrybabe,butI

havetodothis."Isighed.

Me:"Fine,Iunderstand."

Sivuyile:"That'swhyIlo-uhmlikeyou.

Youaresoselflessand

understandingnotforgetting

supportive."Irolledmyeyeswhile



smiling.

Me:"Mxm,justgivemeyourcardand

letmegobuyCici'sstuff."Hetook

outhiscardandgaveittome.

Sivuyile:"Doyouknowwhatyouhave

tobuy?"

Me:"No,Iwillsearchontheinternet."

Sivuyile:"Youdoknowthatitdoesn't

helpsometimesright?"



Me:"Iwilltakemychances.Here."I

handedhimthebaby."Iwillbeback

inanhour."

Sivuyile:"Hour?!"

Me:"yes.Goshyoulikecomplaining.

Pin?"

Sivuyile:"9309."Itookmyslingbag

andmademywayinsidethemall.

WheredoIstart?MyGod.Letmego

toSPAR.Itookthetrolleyandstarted

pushingitalongtheaisles.Istarted

inthesoapcosmeticsaisle,took5



barsofJohnson'sbaby

soap,vaseline,babyoil,babypowder

andotherbabycosmetics.WhileI

wasmovingalongtheaisles

searchingontheinternet,somelady

cameclosertomeandlookedatme

withasmile,shelookedlikeshewas

inherlatetwenties.

Lady:"OhmyGodit'syou."Ifakeda

smilecauseIdidn'tknowwhatshe

wastalkingabout.

Me:"Yeah."Isaidawkwardly."Hello."I

smiled,genuinelythistime.



Lady:"Youlookmuchoreyoungand

prettyinperson."

Me:"Thankyousisi.Youalsolook

beautiful."

Lady:"Comingfromthefuturequeen,

Iwilldefinitelycherishthat."Ohhh.I

laughed.

Me:"Youreallyarebeautifulsisi."

Lady:"Thankyou.Mynameis



Nosipho."

Me:"Bo-"

Nosipho:"Boitumelo.Everyoneknows

whoyouare."Ofcourse,Ismiled.

"Wow!IseethePrincehasscored

already.There'sabunintheoven."

Bun?Score.Shepointedatthetrolley

whenshesawmyconfusedlook.

Me:"Ohthat!No!No."Timetolie.

"Well,thisisforafriendofmine.She

recentlyhadababyandshe's

strugglingtobuythebaby's



necessitiessoI'monlyhelpingher."

Nosipho:"Whathappenedtothebaby

daddy?"Thisgirl!

Me:"Nowheretobeseen.Youknow

howthedead-beatbabydaddiesare."

Nosipho:"Youcansaythatagain.

MinealsoleftmewhileIwasheavily

pregnantwithourson."Shameman.

Me:"Sorry.Thatmusthavebeenhard

foryou."



Nosipho:"Itwas.ButatleastIhadthe

supportofmyfamily."

Me:"Wellmyfriend'sparentsthrew

herputwhentheyfoundoutabout

thebaby."OkaymaybeIwastakingit

abittoofar.Waytoofar!

Nosipho:"OMG!That'shorrible.How

isshecopingwithallofthis?"

Me:"Shewillbefine,she'sstrongthat

one.Shehasme."



Nosipho:"She'sreallyluckytohave

you."Bing!Anidea.

Me:"Yousaidyouhaveababyright?"

Shenodded."Thenmaybeyoucan

helpmewiththerestofthe

shopping....thatsifyiudon'tmind"

Nosipho:"OfcourseIdon'tmind."She

saidqithexcitementinhervoice.

Me:"Thankyousisi."Shesmiled.She

ledthewayandIfollowedbehindher



withthetrolley.Weboughteverything

shesaidthebabymightneed,from

cosmeticstofood,nappiesand

medicine.Ialsoboughtherafew

groceriesjusttothankherforhelping

me,shewasreallygreatful.

Me:"Thankyousosomuchsisi.You

havenoideahowmuchyouhave

helpedme.Myfriendwillreally

appreciatethesethings.MayGod

blessyou."

Nosipho:"Godwilldefinitelyblessyou.

Whatyouaredoingforyourfriend



showswhatagoodpersonyouare,

youarearemarkablelady."NowI

wasfeelingbadbecauseIwaslying

aboutthewhole'friend'story.We

sharedahugbeforegoingour

separateways.Ipushedthetrolleyall

thewaytothecar,Iknockedonthe

windowalertingSivuyiletoopenthe

boot,insteadherolleddownthe

window.

Sivuyile:"Getin,Iwillpacktheitems

intheboot."

Me:"Noit'sfine.Istillneedtogo



back."

Sivuyile:"Todowhat?"

Me:"Tobuyherclothes.Whatsize

doesshewear?"

Sivuyile:"Yesterday,Iboughther2-3

monthsandtheyfitherverywell."

Me:"She'sabiggirl."

Sivuyile:"Justlikemommy."Igave

himastarecauseIknewhewas



talkingaboutme.Helaughed.

Me:"mxm."Iwenttothebootand

packedtheplasticsneatlyinthere,

afterIwaspackingIclosedtheboot

andwenttoknockonthewindow

indicatingthatIwasleaving.Iwent

straighttoAckermans,Ialwayssee

beautifulbabyclotheswhenIam

there.Iwasplanningonbuyingafew

clothes,butIfellinlovewithalmost

everythingIlandedmyeyeson.I

boughtalotofclothes,baby

towels,bathingtowels,socks,shoes

andhats.Ipaidandmademywayto

Woolworthstobuymorebaby



blankets,abathtubforthebabyand

afewclothes-Woolworthsis

expensiveMyGod.Ciciiswaytoo

youngtowearsuchexpensive

clothes.WhenIwasdoneIwasdog

tired,myfeetwerekillingme.Igotto

thecar,Iputtheplasticsonthefront

seat,otherswereinthebackseat.I

madesuretoleavespaceformeand

Cici.

Sivuyile:"Woah!Didyoubuythewhole

mall?"Mxm.

Me:"Justgivemethebabyanddrive."



Helaughed.

Sivuyile:"Ineedfood.KFCtobe

exact."

Me:"I'mnotgettingoutofthiscar,

I'mtired."

Sivuyile:"Don'tworryIwillgothere

myself."

Me:"Youarehalfnaked."

Sivuyile:"Ohhhyeah,Ican't...ohbetter



yetIcan,maybethecashiermight

endupgivingmefreemeat."WTF.

Me:"No,youarenotgoingintherelike

that.IwillgiveyoumyT-shirtifu

haveto."

Sivuyile:"Why?Youscaredtheymight

drooloveryourassets?"

Me:"No!Ijustdon'twantyoutosee

youinthepapers.Yousaidyoudon't

wantnegativepressright?"



Sivuyile:"Trustme,thiswillgetme

somepositivepress."Whymedear

Lord?

Me:"WewillorderinSivuyilehle

batho."

Sivuyile:"Youbetternotforget."

Me:"Iwon't.Let'sgonow,before

missusgetscranky."

Sivuyile:"True.Atleastshe'ssleeping

now."



Me:"UnluckyforhercauseI'mgoing

towakeherupwhenwegethome."

Helaughed.

Sivuyile:"Badmom."Wedroveoff.

Whenwegothome,IcarriedCici

insidetheandretiredonthesofawith

her.Thissneakybabywasstillasleep,

amsureshe'sgoingtobescreaming

thewholenightandwewon'tgetany

sleep.Sivuyilewalkedinwithafew

plastics,hekeptgoingbacktofetch

moreandmore.Whenhewasdone

fromfetchingthelastloadhesat



downnexttome.

Sivuyile:"I'mtired."Excuseme?

Me:"I'mtheonewho'ssupposeto

saythat."Hechuckled."Timetobath

themissus."Ipassedhertohim.

"Wakeherup,whileIwatchavideo

onYouTube."

Sivuyile:"Video?"

Me:"Onhowtobathababy."Itook

myphoneandgoogledvideoson



bathingamontholdbaby.After

watchingitforafewminutes,I

preparedherbathingessentials,went

totheKitchenwiththebathtub,I

boiledwaterusingtheKettle.I

pouredthehotwaterinthetub,

mixeditcoldwater,Ifeltthe

temperatureofthewaterwithmy

elbowasinstructedbythevideo,

onceIfeltthetemperaturewaswarm

Itookthetubandwentbacktothe

lounge.

Sivuyile:"Areyousureyouknowwhat

youaredoing?"Hehadalready

undressedthebaby.



Me:"Yes.Ithinkso.Iwilljustfollow

theinstructionsonthevideo.Giveher

tome."

Sivuyile:"Mmh,sizobona.(Weshall

see.)"Hegavemethebaby,thatwas

busywigglingandmakingbaby

sounds,shesoundeddocute.I

washedher,makingsureIuseas

littlewateraspossible,Iplacedherin

thetub,Iwashedherwholebody

makingsurethatshedoesn'tfalloff.

Shewasactuallyexcitedaboutthis

bath,shewasjustmakinghernormal



babysounds.

Me:"Pleasepassmethebaby's

towel."Ilookeduponlytofindthat

thisfoolwastakingpicturesofme.

"Whatareyoudoing?"

Sivuyile:"Takingavideo."Hepassed

methetowel.IplacedbabyCicion

thetowel,Imovedtositonthe

couchandwipedhergentleywiththe

towel.DamnIwassosweaty!I

lotionedCicianddressedherwarmly,

nonotherdad'stypeofwarmlya

normaltypeofwarmly.Iswearto



GodIsawasmilewhenIfinished

dressingher,Iguessshewas

showinghergratitudetomefor

bathingher,Lol.Igavehertoher

fatherbecauseIwantedtotidyup

aroundthelounge.Sivuyilewasjust

sittingthereandwatchingmewitha

smilewhileIslavedaway,Ican't

believethisguy.Hedidn'toffermea

hand,sies.

IthrewmyselfonthecouchwhenI

wasdonewitheverything.Iwasreally

tired.

Sivuyile:"Areyousureyoudon'thave



experiencewithbabies?"

Me:"100%sure.It'smyfirsttime."

Sivuyile:"Wellyouaredoinggreat."

I'malsosurprisedatmyself,Iguess

I'mnotthatbadafterall.

Me:"Thanks.I'msotired,Ijustneed

mybedrightnow."

Sivuyile:"Aren'tyouhungry?"

Me:"No,I'mtired.Iwillmakeher



bottlebeforegoingtosleep.OohYou

alsoneedtomakeabirthcertificate

forhersincehermotherdidn'tleave

herwithone."

Sivuyile:"Yeah,wearegoingtothe

HomeAffairstomorrow."

Me:"We?"

Sivuyile:"Yes."

Me:"Mmhokay."IwenttotheKitchen

tomakeCici'sbottlebeforeretiringto



myroom.I'mnotcookingtoday,Iam

waytootired.Theminutemybody

collidedwithmybed,Idozedoff..

☆

☆

☆

☆
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Mybodywastired!Ithurtsashell,I

guessitreactingtothefactthatI

haven'tslepttwonightsinarow.

Todaywasthedayweweregoingto

theHomeAffairstoapplyforCici's

birthcertificate.Istartedpreparinga

bathforCici,herthingswereallinthe

roomdownstairs,soIdidn'treally

needtogoupstairstogetthem.She

wasalreadyupandplayingonher

own.Afterbathingher,Idressedher

inherwhitelongsleevedvest,white

leggingsandherpinkdresswith

warmsocksandtinybabyshoes.She

lookedsopretty.BythetimeIwas

donewitheverything,Iwasdogtired.



IhadtowakeSivuyileuptowatchher

whileIgetready.

Me:"Wakeup."

Sivuyile:"Already?"

Me:"Yes.Takeher,Ineedtogoget

ready.Andpleasefeedhersolong."

Sivuyile:"Whydon'tIgogetready

first,whileyoufeedher."

Me:"Why?"



Sivuyile:"Becauseyoutakehoursto

getready."Ilookedathimforawhile.

Me:"Fine.Buthurryup."

Sivuyile:"Don'tIalways?"Hestoodup

fromthecouchandwentupstairs.

Me:"youhungrybaby?GuesswhatI

haveforyou,yummyveges.YesIdo...

lookatthatbeautifulsmile."Ikissed

hercheeks.Ipickedputapumpkin

purityforher,andstartedfeedingher.



Shedidn'tlikeitonebit,shekepton

spittingitonherdress,thedresswas

noworange,whydidn'tIputabibon

herthough."Youaresuchamessy

eater.NowIhavetochangeyou."

SivuyilecamebackwhileIwastrying

tocleanmyselfup.

Sivuyile:"I'mdone!"

Me:"Thatwasquick,areyousureyou

touchedthewater?"Helaughed.

Sivuyile:"Andthen,whathappened

here?"



Me:"Iguesslittlemissdoesn'tlike

veges,shespatthewholepurityout.I

forgottoputabibonher,nowher

wholedressisdirty."Hechuckled

andtookhisdaughter.

Sivuyile:"She'snotlikeherdaddythen

causedaddyloveshisveges."He

saidwhileheheldherupintheair,

sheloveditcauseshewassmiling

verywidely.

Me:"Justchangeherintosomething

clean,andfeedherherbottle.She



didn'teatmuch."

Sivuyile:"Youcandoallthatwhen

youcomeback."Waitwhat?

Me:"I'msureyoucanmanageSivuyile,

it'snotalottodo."

Sivuyile:"I'mnotsureifIwillbeable

todressherproperly,whatifItold

herroughlywhiletryingtodressher."

Isheserious?

Me:"Wellyouwillbegentle."



Sivuyile:"no,Idon'ttrustmyself.You

willdoitwhenyoucomeback."I

lookedathimindisbelief,Ithought

weweregonnahelpeachotherwith

CicibutitseemslikeI'mdoingallthe

work."Prettyplease."Hemadea

puppyface.

Me:"What'sgonnahappenwhenI'm

nothere?Whoareyougoingtobeg

withthatface?I'mleavinginafew

dayssoyouneedtolearnhowtodo

this,unlessyougetanannylikeI

suggested."



Sivuyile:"Andthere'sthat.Doyou

reallyhavetogo?"

Me:"Yes.Somethingseriousmustbe

goingdownthere,causewenevergo

Matatiele.Maybethere'satraditional

ceremonytakingplace."

Sivuyile:"ButI'msureyourfamily

wouldn'tmindyoumissingit,Imean

youaremarriednow."

Me:"Excuseme?Ifmypresence



wasn'tthatimportantthenmydad

wouldn'thaveaskedforpermission

fromyourdadformetogowiththem.

AndIamgoingshame."

Sivuyile:"ComeLunathi,whatabout

us?Youcan'tleaveuslikethis?"

Me:"Getananny."

Sivuyile:"Ican'tdothatbeforeItell

myparentsaboutthebaby,whatif

thatpersonblahstothepress?"



Me:"Thentellyourparents."

Sivuyile:"Notyet."

Me:"Thenyouareonyourownbhuti."

Helookedatme.

Sivuyile:"ComeonLunathi,doitfor

meandCici."

Me:"I'vebeendoingalotforyouand

Cicithesepasttwodays,myaching

bodyisproofofthat."



Sivuyile:"alittlesacrificewon'thurt

you."Iwasgettingpissedoffnow.

Me:"I'malreadysacrificingalot.I'm

sacrificingmysociallife,mysleep,my

energy,I'malreadydoingalotfor

yourbaby.Ican'tsacrificeimportant

familythings."

Sivuyile:"Mybaby?Wow!Ithought

shewasourbaby."

Me:"She'syourbaby!Iwasn'tthere

whenyoudecidedtoshoveyourdick

inhermotherwithoutacondom!"



MaybeIshouldn'thavesaidthat,but

he'sselfishnesswaspissingmeoff.

Sivuyile:"Whathappenedtobeingin

thistogether?"

Me:"Yourselfishnesshappened,I

haven'tsleptintwodaysbecauseof

yourbaby,youkeeponsleepingat

nightandleavingmetotakeherof

her,youdon'thelpmeandnowI'm

askingyoutodoasimplething,you

can'tdothatyouwantmetodoitfor

you!.Youactinglikesheismybaby

whilesheisyours,andnowyouwant



metonotgotoaimportantfamily

gatheringbecauseyoudon'twantto

takecareofyourowndaughter?!

Thatrightthereisbeingselfish!."I

wasshouting.

Sivuyile:"Wellthat'swhatyoudo

whenyouaremarried!Youmake

sacrifices!Youcompromise!"Hewas

alsoshoutingmakingmeevenmore

mad.

Me:"IwillNEVERsacrificemyfamily

forthisshameofamarriage!!"



Sivuyile:"Wow!NowIknowwhyme

andyouwillneverberomantically

involved,youaretoomuchofabrat

andwaytoochildish!!"Didhejustcall

meabrat?.Iwasgobsmacked,my

mouthwaswideopen.Hesatdown

nexttohisdaughterandstarted

takingoffherclothes.Idecidedto

closemymouthandgoupstairsto

getreadyforourjourney.Iwent

straighttotheshowerandtooka

shortone,Iwascryinginbetweenthe

shower,GodI'msuchacrybaby.I

don'tevenknowwhywewere

fighting,whatwereweevenfighting

about.Ican'tbelieveIsaidCiciishis



babyonly,Ididn'tmeanthat,yeah

sureI'mnotreadytobeamom,butI

waswarminguptohavingbabyCici

asmybaby.AsmuchasIwaswrong

tosayallthataboutCici,hewasalso

wrongaboutcallingmeabratand

beingchildish,I'mnotabrat.Iguess

thestressofnotsleepingfortwo

daysgottome.Ilotionedmybody

andworemylongsummerdressand

sandles,Itiedmyhairintoaneatbun.

Puffedabutofperfumebefore

takingmyslingbagandgoingtothe

lounge.Surprisinglytherewasno

signofSivuyileandCiciinthelounge

northekitchen,infactCici'sbagwas



goneandsowerethecarkeys.Ican't

believeheactuallyleftmebehindjust

becauseofasmallargument,okayit

wasn'tsmallbutitwasbigeither.I

threwmyselfonthesofaand

breathedoutloud.Itookoutmy

phoneandsenthimatext:

"Youcouldhavetoldmethatyou

don'twantmetocomewithyou,you

know."Sent!

Istoodupandwentmakemyself

somethingtoeat,Iwasveryhungry.I

myselfagreasysandwichwithjuice.I

reallyneedtoapologisewhenhe

comesback,buthemustalso

apologisetomeforallthathesaid.



AftereatingIwentbacktoloungeto

watchsomeTV,Ineedsomething

thatwilltakemymindofthings,a

greatcomedymoviewilldo.

□

□

IguessIfellasleepwhilewatching

themovie,becauseIwokeuptothe

soundofSivuyile'slaughter.Hewas

laughingwhilelookingathisphone.I

satupstraightandclearedmythroat

sothathecannoticemypresencehe

tookhiseyesfromhisphonefora

second,thenhewentbacktoitagain.

IrealisedthatbabyCiciwasnotin



sight.

Me:"Where'sCici?"Helookedatme.

Sivuyile:"Notthatit'sanyofyour

business,butshe'swithsomeone

whodoesn'tconsiderherasa

burden."OhmyGod.

Me:"Aboutthat,I'mreallysorryIsaid

that.Ididn'tmeanallofthat.I'm

reallyreallysorry."Isaidafterafew

secondsofsilence.



Sivuyile:"Idon'thavetimeforthis.I

needtogofetchmydaughter."He

stoodupfromthecouch.

Me:"wait!Sivuyileweneedtotalk

aboutwhathappenedearly."

Sivuyile:"Wedon'thaveanythingto

talkabout."Hemadehiswaytothe

door,buthestoppedhalfwayand

turnedtolookatme."Matteroffact,

wedoneedtotalk.Yeah,let'stalk

abouthowyoudon'trespectme,

mas'thethengalontoyoba

xawuthethanam,uthethaengathi



wehlaemthini.Firstofall

and'yontangayakhomnaLunathi(I'm

notyouragemate.),I'myour

brother'sagemate,secondofallI'm

notyourfriend,soyoudon'tgetto

talktomeanyhowyouplease.You

seethewayyouspoketometoday

showedmehowmuchlittlerespect

youhaveforme,itshowedmethat

wehavenoboudriesbetweenus."I

waslookingdownthisentiretime.

"Yousaidyouwanttotalk,solet's

talk."Hewasbeingofftopicthough,

that'snotwhatIwantedustotalk

about.Hewassocalm,yetfirm.



Me:"I'ms-"

Sivuyile:"Saveit!"Hawuhesaidwe

musttalkmos."Idon'twanttohear

yourapology.Fromnowon,youare

goingtoaddressmewithrespect,

youaregoingtoshowmerespectthe

wayawifeissupposedtorespecther

husband.Ifyoucan'trespectmeas

yourhusbandthenpleaserespectme

forthesakeofourmarriage.Mna

naweasilinganisisi."Withthatsaid

heturnedandwalkedaway.Iyoh,this

guyisfullofsurprisestoday.DisI

pisshimoffthatmuch?Hedidn't

evenwannahearmyapology,damn!



Hedidn'tevenapologiseforwhathe

said.AtthispointIdidn'tknowwhat

todo.

○

●

SIVUYILE

Ican'tbelievewejusthadourfirst

majorfight.IknowIshouldn'thave

calledherabrat,butshepissedme

offwhenshecalledmybabya

burden.Imeanifshedidn'twantto

takecareofhersheshouldhavesaid

fromthegetgo,right?Wellmaybe

not.Afterourargument,Idecidedto

gotohomeaffairsonmyown,I



appliedformybaby'sbirthcertificate,

shewasnolongerbabyCici,shewas

nowChulumancoMoratuwaDlamini.

IgaveheraSothonamebecauseI

wantedhertohaveasenseof

connectionwithLunathi'sculture,

plusLunathioncementionedthatif

shehadtochangehername,she

wouldbeMoratuwa.WhenIcame

backfromhomeaffairsIwent

straighttoThemba'shomeinSoweto,

hismomcalledmeandtoldmethat

hewantedtoseethebaby.Yesshe

knowsaboutthebabybecausemy

dearfriendThembacannotkeepa

secretefromhismom.Iparked



outsidethegate,tookmysleeping

beautyfromhercarseatandherbag.

Ilockedthecarandmademyway

insidetheyard.

Me:"Knockknock."Thembacameto

thedoor.

Themba:"sincewhendoyouknock?"I

chuckledandentered.

Me:"Ihavemanners,unlikeyou."

Themba:"Yeahright.She'ssleeping?I



can'tgetoverhercuteness."

Me:"Whatdoyouknowaboutcute

babies?"

Themba:"Fuckoff."

"Notinfrontofthebaby."Thatwas

Themba'smom.

Me:"Mommy."

T'smom:"Hellomybaby."Shegave

measidehugsinceIwascarrying

Chulu."Ahhhh,lookatthiscutething



inyourarms."Shegentlytookherout

ofmyarmsandwenttositdownon

thesofa.

Themba:"Iknowright,she'swaytoo

cutetobethisfu-uhm,thisguy's

baby."

T'smom:"Hermothermustbea

beauty."ThembaandIlookedateach

otherawkwardly.

Me:"Whatareyoutryingtosayabout

mylooksmommy?"Shelaughed.



T'smom:"I'msureyouknowwhatI

mean.I'mwakingherup."She

gentleyslappedmybabywithher

fingers,ittookawhilebeforethe

sleepingbeautyturnedtoa

screamingqueen."Oouuushe'sa

screamer."Okaythatsoundedwrong.

"Givemeherbottle."Itookitoutof

thebottleandhandedittoher.

Themba:"nowonderyouneverget

somesleep,she'slouderyoh.Idon't

thinkI'mgoingtohaveababy

anytimesoon."



T'smom:"Excuseme?"

Themba:"serious,Ican'tbeupall

nightlookingafterahumanwhocries

everyoneheorshewants

something."Ilaughed.

T'smom:"Sivuyileisactuallysettinga

greatexampleforallofyou."

Themba:"andwhatexampleisthat?

Tohaveunprotectedsex?"Ilaughed

outloud.



T'smom:"No,buildingafamily."

Themba:"howisitbuildingafamily

whenthebabymommaisnotoneof

hiswives?"Igavehimasternlook,he

shruggedhisshoulders.WTFis

Thembadoing,he'smomisgonna

puttwoandtwotogetherandrealise

whothebabymommais.

T'smom:"What?!Ithoughtthiswas

theBarbiedoll'sbaby.Iwasaboutto

askhowyouconvincedhertocarry

yourseed,shedoesn'tseemlikethe



typethatwouldwanttocarrythe

baby.Sowho'sthebaby'smother?

Areyourwiveswelcomingtothe

baby?"

Me:"Well,Thandiisnothereatthe

moment,butLunathihasbeen

helpingmetakecareofher."

T'smom:"Lunathiasinyournew

wife?"

Me:"Yes."



T'smom:"speakingofwhich,when

amImeetingher?ImeanI'vemetall

yourgirlfriendsbutIhaven'tmether."

Eysan.

Me:"ifyouhadcomeatthewedding

likeyoupromisedto,youwouldhave

mether."

Themba:"ThankYou!"

T'smom:"Thankyouwaniwena?"We

laughed."ItoldyouIhadtoworkon

thedayofyouwedding."



Themba:"Wellreadthepapers,you

willseeherpicturethere."Shethrew

apaperthatwaslyingonthecoffee

tableathim.

T'smom:"I'mnottalkingtoyou

sishimane!"Ilaughedoutloud.

Themba:"Youaresobrutalmom."I

wasstilllaughing.

T'smom:"What'shername?"



Me:"Who?Mywife?"

T'smom:"Noyourmom.Kantiwho

arewetalkingabout?"Ichuckled,

yathand'uphoxalomama.

Themba:"Mom,hetoldyouhisname

whenyouwereask8nghimaboutthe

welcomingandall."

T'smom:"Again,I'mnottalkingtoyou.

FuthiI'mnotaskingabouthermarital

name,Imeanheridentitybeforeshe

gotmarriedtoSivuyile."



Themba:"Iheeh!Hambaidentity."We

laughed.

Me:"HernameisBoitumelo

Mokoena."

T'smom:"Mmmh,yaziIhavea

colleaguewho'sdaughterwasgetting

marriedtoaprincefewweeksago,

hernamewasalsoBoitumeloandmy

colleague'ssurnameisMokoena."

Really?Themba'smomisanurse

andsoisBoitumelo'smom.



Me:'That'stheone."

T'smom:"OhmyGod,hayyour

ancestorshavereallyblessedyoumy

child.Thatgurlisagem,she's

respectfulandverybeautiful.I

actuallywantedtosetherupwith

ThembabeforeIfoundoutshewas

gettingmarried."

Themba:"Ahhmama!Whydidyou

taketolongtodothat,looknow

she'staken."Welaughed.

Me:"Whethershewaswithyouornot,



Iwasstillgonnawifeher."

Themba:"mxm."

T'smom:"haythersnoneedformeto

meether,causeIknowhershe'sa

goodgirl.Youareveryluckytohave

someonelikeher."

Me:"Youreallylikeherneh?"

T'smom:"She'sagoodperson,witha

bigheart.I'mnotsurprisedthatshe's

actuallyhelpingyoutakecareofthe



baby."Wow.

Themba:"Iyoh,I'msureyourcheeks

hurtasfuck."Ididn'tevenrealiseI

wassmilingeartoear.

T'smom:"Thischildlooksfamiliar.

SheactuallyresemblessomeoneI

know."OhmyGod,hereitcomes.

"Whatdidyousayyourbaby

momma'snamewasagain?"

Themba:"Uh,hedidn'ttellyou."



T'smom:"Nomarn.Iknowthischild's

mother."No!No!No!

Themba:"Uhm,noyoudon't."We

werenowsweatingabit."Ehh,

ntwanaAyandasaidhewantstosee

usatlunchtimeremember?"Hegave

methelook,ohhIguessthisishis

escapeplan.

Me:"Ohhyeah.Weshouldgothere

now."

Me:"Mommydoyoumindwatching

herforme?"



T'smom:"Ofcoursenot,youguyscan

go."ThankGod.

Themba:"seeyouinafewhours."We

quicklywentouttothecar.

Me:"phew!Thatwasclose."Isaidas

wedroveoff.

Themba:"tellmeaboutit."

Me:"doyouthinkshewillworkout

whothemotheris?"



Themba:"ofcourseshewill,momis

verygoodwithfaces."

Me:"hopefullyshedoesn't,because

thatwouldscrewme."

Themba:"Youwouldhavetotell

Boitumelothetruth.".

Me:'WhichissomethingI'mnot

willingtodo.Sowheretonow?"

Themba:"LetsgodisturbLunganiat



work."

Me:"thatwillpisshimoff."

Themba:"Whichiswhyweshoulddo

it."Ilookedathimandlaughedalittle.

WedrovetoLungani'sworkplace,

unfortunatelyforushewasoutof

towninameeting.Wethendecided

togoanddisturbedAyandaathis

work,hewasmorethanhappytobe

disturbed,thathowmuchhedoesn't

likehisjob.Wewentoutforlunch

andafewdrinks,Themba's

"girlfriend"decidedtospoilthefunby



askingtoseehim,sowehadtofinish

upandgo.IdroppedAyandaoffat

hisworkplacethenIwenttodrop

Thembaathisapartmentbeforeu

headedhome.WhenIgothome,

thereshewassleepingonthesofa,

damn!Shehasabigbutt.Ikeptmy

selfcompanybywatchingafew

funnyvideosonYouTube,Iguessmy

laughwokeherup.Thisgirlisreally

beautiful,Ididn'twanthertonotice

thatIwaslookingather,Ikepton

stealingglancesather.Themoment

wasruinedbyherapologisingabout

earlier,Iwasnotinthemoodforall

ofthat.Iwasreallyhurtaboutwhat



shesaidaboutmybaby,shemight

havebotmeantit,butshesaidit.I

alsodon'tlikethewayShespoketo

me,sheneededtoknowhowIfelt

aboutherdisrespect.Aftertellingher

howIfelt,Itookmycarkeysandleft

thehouse.IsentThembaamessage

informinghimthatI'monmywayto

fetchhim,Ialsotoldhimtobringme

anapple.WhenIgottohisapartment

hewasalreadystandingoutsidethe

gate,hegotinthecarandwedrove

offtohismom'shouse.Iwaseating

myapplewhiledriving.

Themba:"Dude,yougonnacausean



accident."

Me:"Byeatinganapple?Really?"

Themba:"Yes,youcaneatanddrive.

GivemethatApple."

Me:"Iknewthatyouwanteditfor

yourself."

Themba:"No,Ijustwanttoholditfor

youwhileyouaredriving.Youwillget

itbackwhenwegethome."



Me:"Nope,I'mcool."Hechuckled.

Themba:"Youarestingy."Ilaughed.

Me:"Iknewit!"Welaughed.

Themba:"How'sBoitumelo?Howis

shecopingwithbeinganinstant

mom?"

Me:"She'snotcopingatall,she

actuallysaidmybabyisaburden."

Themba:"Woah!Whendidshesayall



ofthis?"

Me:"Thismorning."

Themba:"whydidn'tyoutellmethis

earlieron?"

Me:"Ididn'twannatalkaboutit."

Themba:"Idon'tblameher.She's

only18,andshehasbeentreatedlike

ababyherwholelife,obviouslyshe

knowsnothingaboutbabies."



Me:"Butthatdoesn'tgivehertheright

tocallmychildaburden.Shealso

saidthatshewasn'ttherewhenI

decidedtoshovemydickinCici's

mom'shole."Helaughedoutloud.

Themba:"Shesaidthat?"Inodded.

"WaytogoTumi!"Helaughedagain.

Me:"Ikindacalledheraspoiltbrat."

Themba:"Youdidwhat?!"

Me:"Iwaspissedoffdude,itwasin



theheatofthemoment."

Themba:"Nahbro.Thatwaswrongof

you,howcanyoucallheraspoiltbrat

whenshehasbeensosupportive

towardsthiswholesituation."

Me:"IknowIdidafuckedupthing.I

shouldn'thavesaidthat."

Themba:"Damnrightyoushouldn't

have.Youneedtoapologisetoher."

Me:"Iwill."Iparkedthecarandwe



wentin.TheminuteIopenedthe

door,Iwasmetbyaslap!Themba

alsorecievedhiswhenhegotit.

T'smom:"That'sLusanda'sdaughter

right?!"Ohshit!

●

●

●

●

#Isishimanemeanssomeonewhois

single.

(Thewholerespectpart,Ididn't

includeitinSivuyile'sPOVbecauseit



wasincludedinBoitumelo'sPOV).

ENJOY

[2/6,12:18PM]DeeBee:#Chapter34

●

○

●

○

SIVUYILE

Wewerestillstandingatthedoor,

rubbingourcheeks.

Themba:"Whatthehellmom?"



T'smom:"Whatthehell?!Whatthe

hell?!Isthatallyouaregoingtosay?!.

Iaskedyouabloodyquestion!"

Themba:"Nomom,yougotallofthis

twisted.It'snotLusanda'skid."

T'smom:"Don'tlietomewenamarn!"

Me:"He'stellingthetruthmommy,it's

notherchild.Ihaven'tspokento

Lusandainawholeyear."



T'smom:"Sivuyile?Sivuyile?"Shesaid

inawarninglytone.

Me:"I'mbeinghonestmommy.Maybe

it'sjustaresemblance,nothing

much."

T'smom:"Bazebafanekangakapho?!"

Me:"Yes,butshenotherdaughter."

T'smom:"Who'shermotherthen?"

Me:"somegirlImetinaclub."Thwaa



anotherslaplandedonmycheek.

T'smom:"WhatdidIsayabout

sleepingwithrandomgirlswithout

protection?"

Me:"Iwasdrunkmom."

T'smom:"That'snotanexcusemarn!!

Youshouldtellyourfamilyaboutthis

kidsoon!Ifyoudon'tIwill."Withthat

saidsheturnedandleftusstanding

there.



Themba:"Fuckmycheekhurts."

Me:"Idon'tevenknowwhyyouare

complaining,Igottwoslaps."We

werewhispering.

Themba:"Fuck!"

Me:"Doyouthinksheboughtour

story?"

Themba:"Ifshedidn't,shewouldn't

haveslappedyoutwice."



Me:"Noonehastoknowabout

Chulumanco'smother,exceptme,you

andtheguys."

"Heynina!Howlongareyouplanning

tostandthere?!"

Themba:"Letsgobeforeshefetches

uswithabroom."Plusshewoulddo

that.Wemadeourwaytothelounge

wereshewassitting.

T'smom:"Ifyouwantfoodyouwill

dishupforyourselves,I'vealready

eaten."



Me:"Uhm,IthinkIshouldgohome.It

alreadylate."

T'smom:"sincewhendoyoucare

aboutthat?"

Me:"Ihaveababywithmemommy."

T'smom:"ohhIforgotaboutthat."

Me:"butIwilltakeaskhaftini,Idoubt

mywifewillcooktonight."



T'smom:"Whynot?"

Me:"Wehadourfirsthugefight."

Thembalaughedoutloud.

T'smom:"Uhlekaniwena?(Whatare

youlaughingat?)"Hequicklytonedit

down."Futhigoanddishupfor

Sivuyile."

Themba:"What?!Nowaymom,he

knowshe'swayaroundthishouse,

plushehashands."



T'smom:"Iwasn'taskingyou.Have

youforgottenthathe'solderthan

you?"

Themba:"byafewmonthsmom!"I

wasamused.

T'smom:"Hamba!"

Me:"Hurryntwana!Mymrsisallalone

inthathouse."Isatdownwithmy

legscrossedwithasmirkonmyface.

ThembawassoirritatedandIwas

lovingit.



T'smom:"Sowhatdidyounamethe

baby?"

Me:"ChulumancoMoratuwaDlamini."

T'smom:"Moratuwa?"

Me:"Yes,itwasinspiredbyhermom's

culture."

T'smom:"HermomisSotho?"



Me:"Notherbiologicalmom,Imean

Boitumelo,mywife."

T'smom:"Ohhh,Ige-"

Themba:"Thereyougo."Heplaceda

Tupperwarecontaineronmylap.

Me:"Thatwasquick,areyousurethat

youdishestherightfood?"

Themba:"OfcourseIdid."

Me:"Wellletmeopenit,justtosure."



Themba:"Youdon'tneedtodothat."

Hetriedsnatchingthecontainerfrom

me,butIduckedthenIopenedit.

JustlikeIsuspectedhedidn'tdish

anyfood,insteadthecontainerwas

filledwithmaizemeal!Thisstupid

fucker!

Me:"Iknewit!"

T'smom:"Whatisit?Letmesee?"I

showedherthecontainer."Themba

marn!!"Thembawasinstiches.



Themba:"Icouldn'thelpmyself."He

laughedsomemore.Hismomtook

offherslipperandthrewitathim,he

duckedwhilelaughing.

Me:"Fuckoff,Iwilldishupfor

myself."

Themba:"That'swhatyoushould

havedoneinthefirstplace."Istood

upandwenttothekitchen,Itookout

twocontainersthenIstarteddishing

up.Onewasforthericeandtheother

wasforthestew.Iwentbacktothe

loungewithbothmycontainers.



Me:"Youaresleepingoverright?"

Themba:"Itsnotlikeshewillallowme

toleaveheraloneatnight,Thandaza

isonlycomingbacktomorrow."

Thandazaishiscousin.

Me:"Okay.Helpmewiththebabyand

herbagplease."

T'smom:"She'ssleepingin

Thandaza'sroom."Hemadehisway

downthepassage.



Me:"Wellyoursonisgoingtosleep

onanemptystomachtonight.I

dishedupallthefood."Isaidwith

amusementwrittenallovermyface.

T'smomsighedindefeat.

T'smom:"Youguyswillneverchange,

I'mtiredoftryingtochangey'all."I

chuckled.Thembacameback

carryingChulumacoandherbag.

Themba:"Letsgo,thesleepingbeauty

isstillasleep.MomIwilldrivewith

themandcomebackwithoneofhis



cars."

Me:"Ahhexcuseme?!Nonono!You

neverbringbackmycars."

Themba:"Don'tlieidobringthem

back.IbroughtbackthePolo."

Me:"Don'tlie,Ifetchedit."

Themba:"Samething."

Me:"Noit'snot.Youarenotgetting

mycars,ifyouwanttocomewithus,



youcandrivebehindmewithyour

owncar."

Themba:"Mxm,I'mnotgoing

anywhere.Iwastryingtohelpyou

dumbass."

Me:"Keepyourhelpdouche."Mommy

justshookherhead."Goodbye

mommy,I'llseeyouwhenIcan."

T'smom:"andpleasecomebackwith

makoti,Iwanttoseeher."



Me:"Willdo.Ohhhonemorething,

pleasedon'ttellhermomaboutthis."

T'smom:"I'mnotgoodatkeeping

secretes,butIwilltry.Youbettertell

yourfamilyaboutthisbabyverysoon

Sivuyile."

Me:"Iwilldon'tworry."

T'smom:"Goodboy.Nowletmekiss

mygrandchildgoodbye."Shestood

andwenttogiveChuluaforehead

kiss."Andwena,don'tgotobed

withoutironingthingsoutwithyour



wife."Ihuggedhergoodbye,thenI

wenttothecarwithThemba

followingbehindmewithmybaby.I

placedmycontainersonthefront

seat,whileThembawasbuckling

Chuluup.

Themba:"Arewemeetingup

tomorrow?"

Me:"Idon'tthinksohey,Ineedtofind

anannyforthelittleone,Lunathiis

leavingsoon."

Themba:"Ohh.Don'tlikeroyalpeople



havetheirowndesignatednannies?"

Me:"Fuckno!"

Themba:"ButI'msureyouwillneed

tohiresomeoneyoutrust,someone

fromyourvillage."

Me:"Yeah."

Themba:"Thenwhynotwaituntilyou

tellyourparentsabouther?"

Me:"That'swhatIwasplanningtodo,



butifIdothatwhowillhelpmewith

Chulu?"

Themba:"Mymom.I'msureshe

would.lovetohelp."

Me:"Ohhyeah.That'strue.Talktoher

forme,.please."

Themba:"Iwill."

Me:"Andthanksforhavingmyback

aboutthewholeLusandathing."



Themba:"Noneedtothankme

ntwana.Igotyou!"Webrohugged

Me:"Mojantwana!"

Themba:"Sho!".Igotinthecarand

droveoffwithmylittleprincess,who

wasnowawakeandmakingbaby

noises.Iwasnotlookingforwardto

goinghome,IknowIneedto

apologisetoherforthethingsIsaid,

butshealsodisrespectedme.She's

needstolearnhowtorespectme,I'm

notherfriendafterall.Iarrivedatmy

house,Iparkedmycar,tookmybaby



andherthingsthenIwentinsideafter

lockingthecar.Ireallyneedtogeta

securityguardforthegate,Iwill

speaktodadaboutthat.WhenI

enteredthehouse,shewasnowhere

tobefoundmaybeshe'ssleeping,but

ittooearly,butthewayshelikes

sleepingmakesmethinkthatsheis.I

wentupstairstoher,andthereshe

wassleepinginthemostawkward

positionever,shelookedcutethough,

asmilecreeptuponmyfacebutit

quicklydisappearedwhenI

rememberedthatshecalledmy

daughteraburden.Iwenttomyroom,

andplacedthelittleprincessonthe



bed.Ijusthopeshewillbehave

tonight,meandhermomarenotin

goodtermsrightnowandshe'sthe

onlyonewhocancalmherdown.I

changedintomybaggyshortsand

pushins,Idecidednottowear

anythingontop.Iwentdownstairsto

makesomefood,Itookmybabywith

me.Ican'treallyleaveheronherown

upstairs,IwantherclosetomesoI

canhearhercry.Iknewthiswalking

aroundwithhermightwakeherup,I

wenttotheloungeandcarefully

placedheronthecouch.Ireallyneed

tobuyheraminimattressoracot

thatIwillputintheloungeseeing



that'swherewespendmostofour

time.Irantothekitchentopour

myselfaclassofjuice,Itookaspoon

thenIwentbacktotheloungeand

starteddevouringonmyfood.The

foodwassodelicious,Themba's

momisagreatcook.JustasIwas

takingthelastspoonfulloffood,my

screamingprincessdecidedtodoher

job.Doesshealwayshavetocrythis

loud?Iquicklyplacedthecontainer

ontopofthetable,Itookherintomy

armsandtriedtoshushher,that

didn'tseemtowork,itwasasifIwas

encouraginghertocryevenmore.

MaybeIwasbeingrough,Islowed



downmypace,itwasworkingshe

wasstartedtoquietendown,aftera

fewminutesshewascompletely

silent,herbigeyeswerestaringinto

mine,shereallyishermom'scopy.

Lunathiusuallyhumsasongforher

andthatalwaysputshertosleep,

maybeitmightdothetrickletmetry.

Ihummedasongtoher,Itriedtobe

softasIcan,butshedidn'tlikeit

insteadofsleepingshestarted

wailingagain,thiswasnotfunatall.

"What'sgoingon?Whatdidyoudoto

her?"ThatwasLunathiwalking

towardsme.



Me:"Iwashummingasongtoher,I

guessshedidn'tlikebecauseshe

startedcryingbeforeIcouldeven

humthechorus."Shelaughed,I

wantedtojoinher,butmypride

wouldn'tletme.

Lunathi:"Givehertome."

Me:"Noit'sfine,I'llmanage."Asif!

Lunathi:"ComeonSivuyile,Ijustwant

tohelp."



Me:"Idon'twanttoBURDENyou."I

emphasisedonBurden.

Lunathi:"Iapologisedforthat,Ididn't

meanit."

Me:"LikeIsaid,I'llmanage.Sheismy

daughterafterall."PRIDE!!Itwasas

ifChuluwassensingLunathi's

presence,shestartedwailingeven

louder,onewouldswearsomeone

pinchedherorsomething.Little

traitor!



Lunathi:"ComeonSivuyileyounot

managing,areyougonnaallowyour

pridetogetinthewayofyourpeace

andquiet?"Ikeptquietforawhile

thenIlookedather.

Me:"Justsowe'reclear,youarethe

onewho'sofferingtohelp,don't

complainaboutthistomorrow."

Lunathi:"Iwon't.LikeIsaiditwasa

mistake,Ishouldn'thavesaidthose

things.Nowgivemethebaby."I

gentlypassedthecryingChulutoher,

shestartedshushingherwhile



hummingasonginasofttone.Few

minuteslaterthescreamingprincess

wasbacktobeingthepeaceful

princess."Sheneedsanappychange.

Whenwasthelasttimeyoufedher?"

Me:"Beforesheslept,whichwas

abouttwoorthreehoursago."Lies!I

don'tevenknowwhenshewasfed,I

wasjustguessing.

Lunathi:"Pleasemakeherbottle,

whileIchangehernappy."She

startedtakingoffChulu'spants.



Me:"Shestillhasabottlefullofmilk."

Lunathi:"Pleasewarmit."

Me:"How?Inthemicrowave?"She

chuckled

Lunathi:"Idon'tthinkthat'ssafe.Just

pourhotwaterinajugthenplacethe

bottleintheforafewminutes,just

makesurethatit'sbittohot."How

doessheknowallthis?

Me:"Howdoyouknowallofthis?"



Lunathi:"Afteryouleft,Iwentonthe

internetanddidsomeresearchon

babies,justtobesafeyabo?"Iwas

amazed,shereallydidthatforme?

Formydaughter?Wow!"Thebottle

Sivuyile."ShesaidassheputChulu's

pantsbackon.Itookthebottleand

wenttothekitchen,Ifollowedher

instructionsandwarmedthebottle.

OnceitwaswarmenoughItookit

backtoher,shetookitandstarted

feedingChulu.

Mee:"Thewayshesuckingonthat



bottle,onewouldswearthatshe

didn'teatthewholeday.Talkabouta

realGimba(foodkiller)"Shelaughed.

Lunathi:"Sheisalwayshungry.Isn't

thatrightCici."Shehadawidesmile

onherface."SpeakingofCici,what's

hernewname?"

Me:"Namesyoumean.It's

ChulumancoMoratuwaDlamini."

Lunathi:"Youstolemyname!"She

pouted,Ilaughedathercuteface.



Me:"Icouldn'tletsuchabeautiful

namegotowaste."

Lunathi:"Iwasgonnachangemy

name."

Me:"Yeahright,asifyourfamily

wouldallowyou,asifIwouldallow

you."Webothlaughed.

Lunathi:"Mxm.Wellthosearepretty

goodnames.WhatdoesChulumanco

mean?I'veneverheardofthatname."



Me:"Itmeanshappiness."

Lunathi:"Ohwow!Lookatthatbaby,

afterallyourfatherhasabraincell."

Shelaughed,Ijoinedher.

Me:"Whatareyoutryingtosayabout

me?"

Lunathi:"Nothing."Shegiggled.

Me:"Iwanttoapologiseforthethings

Isaidtoday,itwasnotcool.I



shouldn'thavecalledyouabrat."I

saidafterafewminutesofsilence.

Lunathi:"Itsfine,Itotallygetget

whereitwascomingfrom."

Me:"ButIwasseriousaboutthe

wholerespectthing.Youneedto

startaddressingmeasyour

husband."

Lunathi:"Iwill."

Me:"Thatmeansyoushouldcallme



Tatafromnowon."

Lunathi;"Wait!What?!"Thelookon

her,priceless!Ilaughed.

Me:"Imjoking!"Welaughed.

Thelittleprincesswasfinallyasleep,

wedecidedtogoandsleepupstairs

tonight,wewerebothtiredof

sleepingonthesofas.Forthefirst

timeeverwesharedabedwithChulu,

Iwashappyandcomplete!.

■



□

■

□

I'mfinishingmyexamsinafewdays,

soIwill.bewithyouguysfulltimeina

fewdays.
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BOITUMELO.

TheDdayhadfinallyIarrived.Me

andmyfamilyweregoingtobe

travellingtoMatatieletoday,Imust

sayIwasreallynotlookingforward

tothattrip.Iwokeupandtooka

quickshower,mybagswerealready

packed.IworemySkinnyjeanand

myblacklacebodysuit,thenIwore

myblackAddidassneakersand

placedmyblackleatherjacketonmy

shoulders,Ifinishedofthelookwith

myredlipstick,justtoaddcolourto

myoutfit.Sivuyilewassleepinginhis

roomwithMoratuwa(Chulu/Cici).My



bagswerealreadydownstairs,Itook

myphoneandmyhandbagthenI

wenttoknockatSivuyile'sroom.

Sivuyile:"Comein."Iwalkedin,hewas

sittingonhismessybed,dressedin

casualclothes,Ratuwasalsoawake

andsurprisinglyshewasn'tcrying.

"Heymama."Ismiled

Me:"mmmhIseeyouhavealready

takenashower.Shock!"Helaughed.

Sivuyile:"What'sthatsupposeto

mean?"



Me:"Nothing."

Sivuyile:"Heh!Youlookpretty,no

scratchthatyoulookgorgeous

dangerouslyhot."Iblushed."Areyou

dressingupforthosevillageboys?"

Me:"No!AndforyourinfoMatatiele

isnotavillage."

Sivuyile:"Iknowthat,I'vebeento

Matatielebefore.Butwenayouare

goingtoavillage."



Me:"Youdon'tevenknowmydad's

home."

Sivuyile:"butIknowthatit'sina

village,wherethereisnoelectricity."

Helaughed

Me:"Thatjustprovesthagyouknow

nothingaboutmydad'shometown.

Thereiselectricitythere."

Sivuyile:"Don'tcallittown.Say

village."



Me:"Youaresoannoying."Irolledmy

eyes."Canwejustgoplease."

Sivuyile:"WhosaidI'mtakingyouto

yourfather'shouse?"Thisguy!

Me:"youdid!"

Sivuyile:"NoIdidn't."

Me:"Youdid,whenyouwereonthe

phonewithThabangyesterday,you

toldthemnottofetchmeyouwill



dropmeofffirstthinginthe

morning."

Sivuyile:"Hay,Idon'tremember

sayingthat."OhmyGodSivuyilecan

besoannoyingsometimes.

Me:"Sivuyilemarn!"

Sivuyile:"Yintoni?(What?).Hehbaby

uyabonaumamakhouqala

ukuhlanya?(canyouseethatyour

momisstartingtogetcrazy?)"He

waslookingatMoratuwa."She's

hearingvoicesnowadays."Moratuwa



justsmiledandcarriedontalkingin

herownlanguage."Iknowright?

Whatshouldwedo?"Thisguyis

gettingonmylastnerve.

Me:"Sivuyile!!"

Sivuyile:"Yoh!Masambe(let'sgo)

beforeyoustartcrying."Hetookhis

carkeysandphone.

Me:"Younotevengoingtogetthat

goodbyekissIwasplanningtogive

you."



Sivuyile:"What?"

Me:"Haretsamayehle(Letsgo

please.)Beforemomstartscalling

me."Iwentoutwithhimfollowing

likeapuppy.Wegotdownstairs,I

tookmysmallbagandwentout

whilehelockedthedoor.Wegotinto

thecaranddroveoffafterbucking

Moratuwainherseat.

Sivuyile:"Babe,youwerejokingabout

thekissneh?"Iignoredhimandsang

alongtotheradio."Babe."



Me:"Keng?(What?)"

Sivuyile:"Thekiss?Youwerejoking

right?Iamstillgoingtogetitright?"

Me:"No.Youdon'tdeserveit."

Sivuyile:"Hawu,Iwasonlyplaying

withyoumkam(mywife.)"

Me:"HardLuck.Udlalakak'bi."



Sivuyile:"Unfairtreatmentyodwale."

Me:"CallClientelelegal."Isangalong

totheradioagain.Helaughed.

Wefinallyarrivedatmyhome,my

brotherswerealreadypackingthe

bagsinablackavanza.

Sivuyile:"YouknowIcan'tgoinright?"

Me:"Yeah.Iguessthisisgoodbye."

Sivuyile:"Youmakingitsoundlike

youarenotcomingback."Ilaughed.



"Don'tlaugh."

Me:"Phola!(chill!)."

Sivuyile:"Mykisskesisi."

Me:"Haibo.Isaidyouarenotgetting

itnje."

Sivuyile:"Youtheonewhobroughtit

upwhileIwasmindingmyown

business,soyouowemeone."

Me:"noIdon't.Justunlockthecar."



Sivuyile:"No."

Me:"Please."Isaidinabeggingvoice.

Sivuyile:"NotuntilIgetmykiss."

Me:"Hawucomeonhusby,I'llgive

youathousandkisseswhenIcome

back."

Sivuyile:"Wellyoubetterstartnow

withthisone."



Me:"Hah!Tatakhe."Iwastryingto

softenhimup

Sivuyile:"Notworking."

Me:"Ican'tkissyouinfrontofmy

father'syard,infrontofmybrothers

nogal."Helookedaround.

Sivuyile:"Welllookatthat,seemslike

theuniverseisonourside.Your

brotherswentinsidethehouse."

Me:"Bu-..."Hejustgrabbedmeand



slammedhislipsintomindandgave

meamindblowingkiss.

Sivuyile:"Nowyoucango."Hesaid

afterbreakingthepationatekiss.I

wasdumbfoundforamoment.

Me:"ahem,yeah.Goodbye.Byebaby

Ratu,I'mgoingtomissyou."

Sivuyile:"Whataboutme?"

Me:"Whataboutyou?"Helaughed.I

gotoutthecar,tookmylaugagefrom



thebootthenIwentinsidetheyard.

SivuyiledroveoffimmediatelyafterI

enteredtheyard.Mybrotherscame

outthehousewhileIwasstilltrying

toclosethegate.

Thabang:"Don'tcloseit."Iobeyand

draggedmysuitcasetowherethey

werestanding.Thabisogavemea

hugwhileliftingmeupintheairand

kissingbothmycheeks.

Me:"I'mtoooldforthatnow."Isaid

afterheputmedown.



Thabiso:"WellnotherePunkie.Gosh

Imissedyou."

Thabang:"Imissedyoutoo."

Thabo:"Me3"welaughed.

Me:"Imissedyouguystoo.Youguys

don'tevenvisitme,youhave

abandonedmeshame."Ipretended

tosulk.

Thabang:"Eish,we'vejustbeenabit

busythesepastfewdays."Goodfor



me,Ididn'twantthemcomingtomy

houseandfindingRatuthere.

Me:"Itsokay,Iunderstand.Soarewe

allgoingtotravelinthiscar?"

Thabo:"Yes."

Me:"Hah!Overload."

"Tellthemwenamychild."Thatwas

dadcomingoutthehouse.

Me:"Daddy."Irantohimandgave

himabighug.



Dad:"HowareyouNana?"

Me:"I'mgoodandyou?"

Dad:"I'mexcitedthatwearegoingto

myhomeland.Hawuwhereismyson

-in-law?IthoughtIwasgoingtosee

himhere."

Me:"Wellhehadtorushtoameeting,

hewasalreadylatesohecouldn't

comeinandgreetyou."



Dad:"Ohh,Iunderstand."

Me:"Sowhenareweleavingdad?"

Dad:"AssoonasyoursisterandLizwi

gethere.Thabo,goandtakeoutmy

carinthegarage."

Thabo:"ahhpops,I'mstillloadingthe

bagstje."

Dad:"Thabangwilltakeover."

Thabang:"Hah!DadI'mtheonewho



loadedthefirsthalf,it'shisturnto

loadthishalf."

Dad:"Thabang!"Thabangsighed.

Thabang:"Fine!I'lltakethecarout,ya

dibagyonahakeekeneshem(when

itcomestothebags,I'mnotgetting

involved)."Dadtossedthecarkeysto

him.

AnhourlaterLizwiandBontlefinally

arrivedthenwehittheroadto

Matatiele.

•



•

SIVUYILE

IhadjustarrivedatThemba'shome

andhewassittingwithhismomon

thedinning.

Me:"Morningfamily."

Themba:"Yousoundtoohappyfor

someonewho'swifejustlefthim."

Me:"That'sbecauseIknowshe's

comingbacksoon."



Themba:"youmeanafter3weeks?"

Helaughed.

Me:"Tseksani!"Helaughedagain.

"Mommy,howareyoutoday?"

T'smom:"Haydon'taskmestupid

questionswenaandbringthatcutie

pieoverhere."Thembalaughed

Themba:"LookslikeChuluis

replacingyou."



Me:"Icanseethattoo."Ihanded

Chulutoher.

T'smom:"HayniyazalaSivuyile,lookat

howcutesheis."Shesaidwitha

widesmile.

Themba:"HayIthinkthisisnothe's

child,Chuluiswaytoocutetobethis

moron'schild."

T'smom:"Wenaumithisaninisothat

wecanseeyourseed?"Ilaughedout

loud.



Themba:"haike,udlalakabiMa."

Me:"tsho-..."myphonerang,itwas

ThandiandI'msureshewantsmore

money."Thandiwe."

Her:"Hawu!Nobaby,sweetheart,or

mylove."

Me:"Whatdoyouwant?Letmeguess

moremoney?"

Thandi:"Nosilly,Iwanttoknow



whereyouare.I'vebeenbuzzinghere

atthegateandseemslikenooneis

home."Waitwhat?!!

Me:"thegate?Wait,whatgate?"

Thandi:"Ourhousegate.What's

wrongwithyoutoday?"Istarted

sweating,asifChulucouldsensethat

Iwaspanickingshestartedcrying,I

excusedmyselfandwentoutside.

Me:"Whydidn'tyoutellmethatyou

werecomingbacktoday?"Iwas

walkingupanddowntheverander.



Thandi:"causeIwantedtosurprise

you,duh."

Me:"youknowIdon'tlikesurprises

Thandiwe!"

Thandiwe:"Hey!Don'tyoudaretalkto

melikethat,youshouldbejumping

forjoythatIcanbackaweekearlier,

I'msureyoumissedme."Thisgirl!

Me:"ThandiweIhaveameetingin5

minutes,soyouhavetogotoyour



mom'shouseinthemeantime."

Thandiwe:"What?!NoSivuyile,Ican't

gothere,I'mwaytotiredtogothere.

Justgetyourasshererightnow."

Me:"Ican't,thismeetingisvery

important,itcouldbenefitmysurgery

inaverygoodwaywhichmeans

moremoneyforusandthatmeans

moreshoppingforyou."Ihopethis

works

Thandiwe:"Wellifyouputitlikethat

then,IguessIcanmakeaplan."Yes!



"Damn!IjustwishIknewwhereIput

mysetofkeys."Bonus!Shelosther

keys.

Me:"Thankyoudarling.Iwillseeyou

inafewhours,bye."Ihungup.Ireally

neededtorushbacktomyhouseand

hideanythingthatspellsChulu.I

quicklywentinsidethehouse,I

explainedeverythingtoThembaand

HismomthenIwenttomycarand

droveoff.Iwasreallyinashityspot

rightnow.Theplanwastotake

Chulu'sstuffandlockitupinaroom

andhidethekey.IdroveasfastasI

could,Igothomeandparkedinthe



drivewaythenIhurriedin.

Surprisinglythedoorwasn'tlocked

whenIgotit,butIbrushedthatoff

andtriedrushingupstairs.JustasI

wasabouttotakemythirdstepa

voicestartledme.

"Sothisistheimportantmeetingyou

weretalkingabout."Boom!Thereshe

wassittingonthecouchwithherlegs

crossed.Damn!Nowonderthedoor

wasn'tlocked,Ialsodidn'tcheckthe

loungewhenIwalkedin.Islowly

walkedtoherwhilethinkingofthe

liesIwasgoingtotellher.



Me:"Babyyyy."

Thandi:"Don'tbabyme.Isthisthe

meetingyouweretalkingabout?Is

thishowyoudresswhenyouattend

animportantmeeting?"

Me:"Ijustcameheretochangemy

uhmclothesandquicklyreturntothe

meeting."Iwastryingtokeepmyself

calmatalltimes.

Thandi:"Ithoughtthemeetingwasin



5minutes."Shit!

Me:"Uhm..."

Thandi:"oristhiswhatyourmeeting

isabout?"ShepulledChulu'spacifier

outofherpocket.Shit!Shit!Shit!

"EyabanilentoLeon?(Whodoesthis

belongto?)"

Me:"ItbelongstoLungani's

daughter."

Thandi:"Don'tpatronizemeLeon!



SincewhendoesLunganihavea

child?"

Me:"herecentlyfoundoutabouther."

Thandi:"Sowhatisitdoinginour

housethen?"

Me:"Hawu,lovewhatkindofquestion

isthat?Lunganicameherewithher,

that'swhentheyleftithereandyazi

Lunganihasbeenaskingmeabout

thispacifierthismorning."



Thandi:"SoIguessthechildthatwas

cryinginthebackgroundwhileIwas

onthephonewithyouwashis?"

Me:"Yesbaby."

Thandi:"SivuyiledoyouthinkI'ma

fool?!!DoIlooklikeafooltoyou?!

Heeeh?!Kubhalwesdomla?!!"She

pointedherforehead.

Me:"What?Nobaby.Whywouldask

that?"



Thandi:"becauseyouaretakingme

forafool!That'swhy!Ifthisthingyou

callachildbelongedtoLungani,then

whywouldtherebearoominthis

house,filledwithbabythings?!Huh?!

Tellme!"OhSnap!"Tellmemarn!!"

Me:"Thandiweyouwillnotusethat

tonewithme!Howdareyouraise

yourvoiceatme?!I'myourhusband

notoneofthosetrashygirlsyougo

clubbingwith!Nowlisten,ifyouwant

metoanswerallyourquestionsyou

willsitdownandaskmeallyouwant

toknowinapropermanner,

siyevana?!"



Thandi:"Heeeh!Mhlola!Uthini

Sivuyile?!Youwantmetocalldown

andlistentoyoutellmehowyou

cheatedonmeandendedup

draggingabastardchildtoour

marriage?!Isthatwhatyouwant?!

Hayuyanginyela!"

Me:"Uthini?!Thandiweshowme

somedamnrespect!Whodoyou

thinkIam?!Firstofallyouleavethis

housefordaysanddaysandyou

comebackdemandinganswersof

thingsthathappenedwhileyouwere



nothere!SecondlyyoucomeintoMY

houseandtalktomelikeI'myour

servantandyouinsultme,theXhosa

Prince!Howdareyou?!"

Thandi:"Don'tyoudaretryandplay

thevictimhere!"

Me:"nxah!Youknowwhat,letme

leavebeforeIdosomethingIwill

regret!Ifyouwantanswersyouwill

findmeinourroomandyoubetter

comewithadifferentattitudeorelse

Iwillshowyouanothersidetome."I

turnedonmyheelsandwentupto



myroom,theminuteIgotinIletout

asighofrelief.

▪

▪

▪

BOITUMELO

We'vebeentravelingforhoursnow,it

wasalreadynighttime,daddidnot

evenwantustotakearestataBnB

orsomething,hesaidwewouldrest

whenwegothome,insteadof

wastingmoneyonBnBs.Iwasso

tired,Ikeptondozingofftosleep

hopingthatwhenIwakeupwewould



havearrived,butunfortunatelyforwe

werestillontheroad.Iwasinthecar

withmysiblings,whiledadwas

travelingwithhiswifeandbrother.I

waslookingoutsidethewindow

whenmyphonedecidedtodisturb

mypeacefulmoment,allmysiblings

wereawakeandchatting.

Me:"Sivuyile."Bontlegavemeastare,

Ishruggedmyshoulders.

Sivuyile:"Wehaveaproblem."

Me:"Whatdoyoumean?"



Sivuyile:"Thandiisback.AndItold

heraboutChulu,shecalledmymom

andtoldhereverything,nowthey'reon

theirwayhere."Hewaspanicking.

Me:"What?!"Mysiblingsallturnedto

lookatme."Uhmwhathappened?

Tellmeeverythingfromscratch."He

startednarratingonhowThandi

decidedtosurprisehimwithanearly

returntohowshefoundChulu's

thingsandhimexplainingto

ThandiwehowhegotChuluand

finallyendeditoffwithhowThandi



toldhismomeverythingandthatthey

arecomingtoJoburgtomorrow.

"Wow!"That'sallIcouldsay.

Sivuyile:"IneedyouTumi.Can'tyou

comeback,Ireallycan'tfacemy

parentsalone.Mydadisgoingto

skinmealive"Ifeltsorryforhim.

Me:"UnfortunatelyIcan't,youwill

havetofacethisoneonyourown."

○

○

○



'Ubuyileusisiwe'excuse'-I'msure

that'swhatsomeofyouaregoingto

say,Lol.
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AWEEKLATER!

SIVUYILE

Unfortunatelyforme,Thandidid

informmyfamilyaboutChulu,my

parentswereangryatmefora

while,buttheywerealsohappythat



theyhadagranddaughter.Thandidid

notevenmakeaneffortwith

Chulu,shedidnotplaywithheror

holdher,Ireallymissed

Boitumelo,butluckilyformemy

motherandsisterswerearoundto

helpmewithher.Lookingattheway

Thandiwasactingtowardsmychild

mademeappreciateBoitumeloeven

more,Imeanasyoungassheis,she

wasabletoacceptChuluandso

everythingforher,butThandican'tdo

thesameatherage.Iwasexpecting

thagshewouldactthisway,butI

didn'tthinkshewoulddothatinfront

ofmyparents.Shewasprovingto



themthatsheisnotagoodwifeatall.

Iwassittingonthekitchencounter

eatingmybreakfastwhilehumming

tomyfavouritejamandmovingmy

headsideways.Lulamawalkedin.

Lulama:"Whatareyousohappy

about?"

Me:"nothingatallsister,justthatit'sa

beautifulday."

Lulama:"Ohwait!Igotyou!The

Mokoenasarecomingbacktoday,

whichmeansBoitumeloiscoming



home."Shelookedatme."Lookat

howwideyouaresmilingrightnow."

Me:"I'mjusthappythatChuluisgoing

tospendherChristmaswithTumi."

Lulama:"ohreallynow?"

Me:"Yes."

Lulama:"Quitfronting,Iknowyoulove

her."

Me:"Iamnotfrontingsis."



Lulama:"yeahright,Icanseeitin

yourfacethatyouloveher."

Me:"Okayfine!Idoloveher."She

screamedandstarteddancing

around

"Lulamauzovusaumtana

marn!!(Lulamayouwillwakethechild

marn!)Momshoutedfromthelounge.

Lulama:"Uphezulunjemama.(She's

upstairsmom)"



Mom:"Yeey!!"Lulamarolledhereyes.

Lulama:"Yourmomissodramatic....

backtoyourlovelife,tellmewhatare

youstilldoingwiththatplasticwife

ofyours?"

Me:"haikeuqalile!"

Lulama:"Nohonestly,youhaveareal

womanwhenyouhaveTumi,Idon't

understandwhyyouarestillkeeping

uBarbiearound."Ikeptquietand



lookedather."Haynoba

ungandijonga,youknowIamright."I

didn'twanttoanswerherandgive

herthesatisfaction.Ijumpedoffthe

counterandplacemybowlinthesink

thenIwalkedoutthekitchenwithher

callingmyname.

○

●

BOITUMELO

TodaywasfinallythedayIwasgoing

toarriveinJoburg.WeleftMatatiele

intheeveningyesterday,justsothat

wecangettoJozithefollowingday

intheafternoon.



Thabang:"Whydoyouthinkyourin-

lawswantstoseeussourgently?"

Me:"Ihonestlydon'tknow."Lies!

Thabang:"Areyousure?"

Me:"Yes.Andbesidestheydon'twant

toseeyou,theywanttoseemom

anddad."

Thabang:"mxm,Istilldon'tgetwhy

wearenotinvitedtothismeeting,I



meanwearepracticallyyour

parents."

Me:"Noyouarenot,youarewayto

youngtoproducesuchanchild."

Thabang:"Waphapha!"Ichuckled.

Thabo:"Mustbeseriousforthefact

thattheyinvitedtheparentsonly."

Me:"Ihighlydoubtit."

Thabang:"Yousaidyoudon't



know,sostopdoubting."Amen!

Me:"Hao!...iyoh,letmejoinThabiso

andsleep."

Thabo:"Maybehecheated!"

Thabang:"ormaybehefinallygot

Barbiepregnant."Theylookedat

eachother

Them:"Nah!"Theylaughed.Ifonly

theyknewwhatthemeetingwas

about,theywouldn'tbelaughinglike



this.Istilldon'tknowhowIamgoing

toexplaintomyparentsthatIknew

aboutthebaby,mymomisgoingto

besodisappointed.

.

.

Fewhourslater,wearrivedathome,

theyunloadedtheirthingsthenme

andtheparentsheadedtoSivuyile's

house,wellafterIchangedintomore

appropriatemakoticlothes.Iwas

nervoustheentiretrip,Ijustwanted

theearthtoopenupandswallowme.

HowamIgoingtofacethequeen

andkingafterthis?ImeanIhelped



myhusbandhidethebaby,that'sgot

tobeoneofthebiggestoffences

ever!ButhonestlyspeakingIwasjust

tryingtosupportmyman,whichis

whattheytoldmeIshoulddo,so

theyshouldn'tbemadatme....boy

whoamIkidding?Theyaregoingto

eatmealive.

Mom:"Baby!Wehavearrived."Ididn't

evennotice.

Me:"Ohh."Igotoutandwenttotake

myluggageoutoftheboot,Iclosedit

andfollowedmyparentsintothe



house.TheminuteIenteredthe

houseIwasattackedwithahugfrom

Lumka.

Lumka:"OhmyGod,ohmyGod!Look

athowbeautifulyoulook.Matatiele

musthavebeengoodtoyou."

Me:"ComeonLumka,Iwasonlygone

forafewdays."Isowantedtoask

wheremybabywas,butIcouldn'tdo

thatinfrontofmyparents.

"Lumka!Makotican'tevengreetus

properlybecauseyouarebusy



hoggingoverher."Thatwasthe

Queen.

Lumka:"iyoh,sorrymama."She

movedaside,Islowlywalkedto

wheretheyweresitting,Igreeted

theminapolitemanner.Myparents

satdownaftergreetingSivuyile's

parents.Icouldseethatthiswas

goingtobeabigmeetingbecause

Sivuyile'suncleswerealsohere,Iwas

reallynotlookingforwardtothis

meetingatall.Fewminutesafter

havingasmallchatwiththem,Iwas

finallyexcused.Iwentuptomyroom

withmyluggageandLumka



followingbehindme.

Me:"So?Whereisyourbrother?"

Lumka:"InhisroomwiththatBarbie

wifeofhis."

Me:"Youarebeingmean."

Lumka:"Iwasjustsaying.Wantmeto

texthimtocomehere?"

Me:"Nah,it'scool.I'lldoitmyself."I

tookoutmyphoneandtextedhimto



cometomyroomwithChulu.Hewas

hereinlessthan60seconds.Ijust

ranandtookChuluoffofhimand

startedkissingherface,GodImissed

hersomuch!

Lumka:"Wait!Youknewabouther?"I

didn'tpayattentiontoher,Ijust

playedwithmybaby."Tumi!!"

Me:"Geez,ofcourseIknewabout

her."

Lumka:"Wow!Iwonderwhatmom

anddadaregoingtosaywhenthey



findoutaboutthis."

Sivuyile:"Youarenotgoingtobreath

awordtothemaboutthis."

Lumka:"Whynot?YaziSivuyileIdon't

knowwhoyouareanymore,youare

keepingthingsfrommenow,meout

ofallpeople."

Sivuyile:"nowyouarebeing

dramatic."

Lumka:"Iamnot!I'mthefirstperson



youweresupposedtotellabout

this,butnoyoudecidedtotellyour

wifefirst."She'sbeingstupidnow.

Sivuyile:"Youjustsaidsoyourself

thatshe'smywife,whichmeansshe's

thefirstpersonIhadtotellaboutthis

situation."

Lumka:"Mxm.Youcouldhavetoldme

tooyouknow."

Sivuyile:"andrisktheparents

knowingaboutthis?Nothankyou."



Lumka:"andwhat'sthatsupposeto

mean?"

Sivuyile:"itmeansawunas'fuba."I

chuckled"Iloveyousisi,butyoucan't

keepasecret."

Lumka:"That'snottrue."

Sivuyile:"Itis!Rememberwhenwe

werekids,yousawmekissingagirl...

Ibeggedyounottotelldadabout

this,butwhatdidyoudo?Youran



straighttohimandtoldhim

everythingknowingverywellthatI

wouldgetabeating."

Lumka:"Butthisisdifferent,thisis

moreserious."

Sivuyile:"Exactly,howcouldItrustyou

withsomethingsobigwhenyou

failedtokeepquietaboutsomething

thatsmall."

Lumka:"mxm!"Ilaughed.



Me:"whyweremyparentsinvitedto

thismeeting?"

Lumka:"probablytoapologiseto

themandyou."

Me:"ohmyGod.NowI'mgonnahave

toactlikeIdidn'tknowabout

Moratuwa?"

Them:"Yes!"

Me:"Jesus!Ican'tlie,myparentswill

seerightthroughme."



Lumka:"Wellyouwillhavetotryke

sisi."Asifoncue,Lulamacameinto

tellusthatwewerebeingsummoned

tothelounge.Wewalkeddowntothe

lounge,myparentswesoshockedto

seemewithababyinmyarms.Isat

downonthecouchwithSivuyilenext

tome.Thandiwassittingwithher

parents,whilemyparentsweresitting

onchairs.

MrD:"Uhm....Wehavebroughtyou

allhereforapurpose.Mysonhas

somethingtosaytobothyour



families.Sivuyile."Sivuyilestoodup

andclearedhisthroat.

Sivuyile:"Iwouldliketosincerely

apologisetobothyourfamiliesand

tomywives.Irecentlyfoundoutthat

Iamafathertothisbeautiful

daughter,Ididn'tknowaboutheruntil

afewweeksago.Insteadoftelling

myparentsaboutthis,Idecidedto

hideitfromthemandfrommywives

andforthatIdohumblyapologise."

Withthatsaidhesatdown.

Thandi'sDad:"Ittakesarealmanto



admitthattheyarewrongand

apologise.Thankyouforthatson."

Thandi'mom:"Haibobaba!Lomfana

kadeedlalangenganeyethu.(thisboy

hasbeenplayingourdaughter.)

Firstlyhegotmarriedtoanothergirl

weeksafterhegotmarriedtomy

daughter,nowhe'sbringinganother

woman'schildintomydaughter's

houseandheexpectsustorollover

andaccepthislousyapology?

Angekebaba!Never!Thisboyhas

dancedontopofmychild'sheadfor

fartoolong."Shewasfumming!



MrD:"CalmdownMah.Mysonis

tryingtorighthiswrongs."

Thandi'smom:"Forhowlongwillhe

dothat?Huh?Tellme?There'sno

amountofapologythatwillerase

howhebetrayedmydaughter!Not

once!Buttwice!"Shelookedat

Thandi."Wenapakishaamasakane

akhosihambe!Manje!"

Thandi:"HaiboMah."



Thandi'smom:"Ngithemanje!"

MrD:"Letsnotmakeanyirrational

decisionsnow.Letthekidssortthis

outontheirown."

Mom:"Ijustwanttoknowonething,

Boitumelodidyouknowaboutthis?"

Ohsnap!

Sivuyile:"Shedidn'tMah."

Mom:"Yey!Iwanttohearfromher,did

youknowaboutthis?"Everyone's



eyeswerenowonme.

Me:"uhmNo."ImadesurethatIdidn't

lookherintheeyes.

Mom:"Lookatmeandsaythat

again."Ilookedather,Icouldn'tlieto

her

Me:"YesmamaIknew."Thandiwe's

momclappedonce.

Mom:"andyoudidn'tseeitfittotell

ustheeldersaboutthis?Mmmh?"



Me:"Itwasn'tmyplacemama,plusI

hadpromisedmyhusbandthatI

wouldn'ttellasoul."

Mom:"Wow!"

Me:"Mamayouaretheonewho

alwaystoldmethatIshouldsupport

myhusbandineverypossibleway

thatIcan,andthiswasmeshowing

mysupporttohim."

Mom:"yesIdidsaythat,butatthe



sametimeIsaidyouhavetoshow

himtherightwayifhe'snotdoing

thingsright.Thisisnotyoushowing

himtherightway,thisisyou

condoningrubbishmarnBoitumelo."

Sivuyile:"Shetoldmemultipletimes

thatImusttellmyparentsabout

Chulu,butIkeptshuttingthatidea

down.It'snotherfaultMme."

Mom:"Youalsooweusanapology

hehBoitumelo."Hah!

Me:"I'msorryfornotcomingclean."



Therewassilenceforafewseconds.

Dad:"Tellmeexactlyhowwereyou

takingcareofthischildson?"

Sivuyile:"Uhm,Lunathihasbeen

helpingmetakecareofher."

Dad:"Soyouturnedmychildintoa

motheratsuchayoungage?"

Sivuyile:"Ididn'tmeantoontate,andI

amreallysorryforthat."



Dad:"Hayit'sfine.I'mjustgladthat

myowndaughterhasgrownenough

tobeabletostandbyherhusband

throughtoughtimes,itreallymakes

meaprouddad."Momturnedand

gavehimasurprisedlook,Iwasalso

surprisedIthoughthewasgoingto

flip.

Thandi'sDad:"andexactlywherewas

mydaughterwhenallofthiswas

happening?"

Sivuyile:"Uhmshewasinaretreat

outsidethecountry."Thandiwe'sdad



justgaveheradisappointedlook.

Thandi'smom:"Ubusyuntantana

namazwebakuthathelaindoda

ngapha!"Iwantedtolaughbutthis

wasnottherighttimenorplace.

Thandi:"IneededtimealoneMah."

Thandi'smom:"timealoneyani

ushadile?"Shedidn'tanswer."Bantu

benkosiIdon'tthinkmydaughteris

readyformarriageasyet,usafuna

ukuhambaamazwelo.Sosiphindela

nayeekhaya."



Thandi:"hayMah!I'mnotgoing

anywhere."

Thandi'smom:"Whynot?Angithiwena

youcan'tbeawifetoyourhusband?

Angithiubusyufunanaukuhamba

amazwewenanje!"

Thandi:"That'snottruemom."

Thandi'smom:"heehMmh."She

clappedonce!Thiswomenwas

somethingelse,Iknowherverywell.



MrD:"Nowthateverythinghasbeen

cleared,thankyouallforcomingto

themeetingandthankyouforyour

understandingandforyour

forgiveness."

Thandi'sdad:"KubongethinaNkosi

yam.CanIpleasebeexcused,Ineed

togetbacktowork."

MrD:"Kulungilebawo."Theyshook

handsbeforeThandiwe'sfamilyleft-

withouther."Mokoena,joinmefora

chatinmystudyplease."



Dad:"Leadtheway."Theybothstood

upanddisappearedinthepassage.

MrsD:"LeaveuswithLunathi,please."

IguessshewastalkingtoSivuyile

andhiswife.

Sivuyile:"Butmomw-"

MrsD:"Nditheleaveus!"Shewas

calm.Sivuyiletookthebabyfromme

andwentupthestairswithThandiwe

followingbehindhim,theywere



leavingmewithboththeseladies

whommademeverynervous.They

lookedatmeforaverylongtime."I'm

veryproudofyouLunathi.Youkept

yourpromiseabouthonouringand

supportingyourman.Whatyoudid

rightherejustshowshowmatured

youareandIknowthatmysonisin

greathands.Thankyousomuch

baby."

Mom:"she'sright.I'mnotangryatyou,

I'mjustalittledisappointedthatyou

didn'tconfideinmeaboutthis."

Damn!Ididn'texpectthat.



Me:"I'msorrymom,butIcouldn'ttell

you."

Mom:"Iknowsweetheart.Nowthat

theworstisover,youdon'thaveto

keepthisasecretanymore,youcan

raiseyourbabyinpeace."Ilikehow

shereferredtoChuluasmybaby.

Me:"Theworstisnotyetovermom,I

stillhavetotellthesiblingsandthey

arenotgoingtobehapoyabout

this,especiallythebrothers."



MrsD:"She'srightaboutthat."

Mom:"Don'tworryaboutthem,Iwill

handlethem."

Me:"youknowhowtheycanget

mama."

Mom:"Don'tworry,Igotthis."

Me:"Mmhifyousayso,nowladiesif

youdon'tmindcanIpleasebe

excusedIneedtoseemybaby."I

saidwithahugesmileacrossmy



face.

MrsD:"Whichone?Thebigoneorthe

smallone?"

Me:"Mah!"Theybothlaughed.Istood

upandranupthestairsleavingthem

chattinglikeoldfriends.Iwent

straighttoSivuyile'sroom,Ididn't

evenknockIjustbargedinandluckily

Ididn'twalkintoanythingnasty.

Sivuyilewaslyingonhisback,with

ChuluontopofhimwhileThandiwas

lyingonthecouchbusywithher

phone.



Thandi:"Excuseyoudon'tyouknow

howtoknock?Youarenoteven

allowedintothisroom."

Me:"Idon'thavetimeforyour

unnecessarydramaThandiwe,I'm

nothereforyousodon'tfeelspecial...

Gimmemybaby."Isaidwithahuge

smilewhilelookingatSivuyile,Ididn't

evenwaitforhimtorespond,Ijust

tookherandstartedplayingwithher,

Ididn'trealisehowmuchImissedher.

Sivuyile:"She'ssurprisinglywell



behavedtoday,Noscreaming."

Me:"She'sagoodgirlnow,aren'tyou

sweetheart.Imissedyou?Didn'tyou

missme?Iknowyoubaby."Ikissed

bothhercheeks,makinghergiggle

shehadtheesweetestgiggleever.

"DoyoumindifItakehertomy

room?"

Sivuyile:"N-"

Thandi:"Yeswedo!Can'tyouseethat

wearestillbondingwithher?"



Me:"You'vehadyourturnsisi,nowit's

mine.Whatdoyouevenknowabout

babies?Pssshbondingsevoet!"With

thatsaidItookMYbaby'sbottleand

headedtomyroom.Whenwegot

there,Istartedplayingwithhersome

more,kissinghermultipletimeuntil

webothfellasleep.Ireallymissed

myMoratuwa■

□

□

□

□

□



WEHAVETOWORKAROUNDMY

CRAZYSCHEDULEPEOPLE.
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•

•

•

•

•

CHRISTMASDAY!

Thedaydayhasfinallyarrived.I

wokeupat5o'clock,tookalong

showerthenIworemysimple

clothes.Ialwaysgotochurchon



Christmasdaywithmyfamily,but

lookslikemynewfamilydidn'tdo

that.SothatmeansIhavetogoto

myfamilychurch,causetherewasno

wayIwasn'tgoingtogotochurchon

Christmasday.

Me:"Wakeup!"Iwastryingtowake

Zintleup,shearrivedlatelastnight

andwesleptverylate.

Zintle:"mmmhwhy?"

Me:"Ineedyoutohelpmecook."



Aphiwe:"HayI'mtired,youmademe

sleeplatelastnight.Whattimeisit

futhi?"

Me:"Halfpast5."

Zintle:"Hah!I'veonlybeensleeping

for3hours?!HaingekeTumimfana,I

needtosleepsomemore."

Me:"mxm.Youaresuchabadfriend."

Zintle:"Thankyou."Shewentbackto



sleep.Istoodupandwent

downstairstothekitchen.

Unfortunatelyforme,noonewas

awakeyet,thatmeantmoreworkfor

me.Idon'tunderstandthisfamily,in

myfamilywewakeupveryearlyto

cookandprepareforourlunch,then

afterthatwegotochurch,Iguess

somefamilieshavetheirown

traditions.Tomakethingseasierfor

me,Istartedwithbreakfast,Iopted

forafruitsaladandyogurtbecauseI

didn'thavetimetomakewarm

breakfastandbythetimetheywake

upitwouldbecoldso,thefruitsalad

wasthebestoption.Iplaceditinthe



fridge,sothatitwouldgetwarm.

AfterpreparingbreakfastIstarted

withmycooking.

Thelunchwasgoingtohave:

BeefStew,RoastedTurkey,Basmati

rice,anddifferentsalads.Thedessert

wasgoingtobethechocolatecake

whichIhadtobake.ThelasttimeI

actuallybakedacakewas2years

ago,anditcameoutlookingverywell.

Ilikedcooking,soImadesurethat

mymomteachesmeeverything

aboutcooking.



BythetimeIwasdonewithcooking

thebeefstewandtherice,Aphiwe

walkedinrubbinghereyes.

Zintle:"andthen?Where'severyone?"

Me:"Stillsleeping,Iguess."

Zintle:"MyGod,don'tyouneedhelp?"

Me:"Ido,whichiswhyIwokeyouup

butyouweren'tbudging."

Zintle:"Iwastiredhawu,stillamby



theway.Whathaveyoudonesofar?"

Me:"Stew,riceand2salads."

Zintle:"What'sleftforyoutodo

now?"

Me:"Theturkey,GreeksaladandIstill

needtobakethecake."

Zintle:"Plusyouwanttogoto

church?"Inodded."HayTumi,you

shouldn'tbedoingthisonyourown,

youarenottheonlygirlinthishouse



mosandyoumostdefinitelynotthe

onlymakoti.I'mgoingtowakepeople

up."

Me:"HayAphiwe!I'mnotcomplaining

akere?Soleaveit."

Zintle:"Younevercomplain,that'sthe

problem."

Me:"leaveit!"

Zintle:"haysuka,uyangicasulaWena."I

smiledather,shewasreallypissed.



Zintle:"Iwilldothesaladandthe

turkey,youcrackonwiththecake."I

wasreallygreatfulforherhelp.She

startedwiththesalad,whileIstarted

withmycake,whilewewerehavinga

chathereandthere.Bythetimeshe

wasdonewitheverythingIwasnow

pipingmycake,itlookedreally

beautiful,Ihadreallyimprovedfrom

2yearsago.WhenIfinishedwiththe

decoration,Iplacedthecakeinthe

fridge,Iwasreallyproudofmyself.

Me:"letsgoandgetreadyforchurch



whilewewaitfortheTurkeytocook."

Theturkeywasalreadyintheoven.

Wequicklywentuptomyroomand

gotreadyforchurch,shehadtotake

ashowerwhileIwasdressing.Iwore

mywhitepencilskirt,itwaskneehigh,

Iworemyblackloosefittingblouse

whichItuckedin,Iworemyblack

blockheel,thenIwrappedmyhead

withablackdoek.Ilookedreally

good.Zintlecameoutworeherblack

longsleevedbodyhuggingdress

dress,withblackblockheelsanda

whiteheadwrap.Wehadtowrapout

heads,thatwastheruleinourchurch,

wecoverourshouldersandwrapour



heads(womenonly.)Webothputon

onanudelipstick.Wepackedour

handbagswithournecessitiesthen

wewentdownstairstowaitforour

uber.Mahwasalreadyawake,she

wasinthekitchenmakingabottlefor

Chulu,shesleptwiththembecauseI

hadtosleepwithZintle.

Me:"MorningMah."Sheturnedto

lookatme.

MrsD:"Morningbaby,whereareyou

goinglookingthisgorgeous."Iplaced

myhandbagontopofthetable.



Me:"Tochurch."Iwenttothestove

andswitchedtheovenoff.

MrsD:"Church?Andwho'sgoingto

helpmecookwhileyouareat

church?"Wow!

Me:"ohhthere'snoneedtoworry

aboutthat,I'vealreadycooked

everything.PlusImadefruitsaladfor

breakfast,it'sinthefridge."

MrsD:"Youalreadycooked?"She



lookedshocked.

Me:"YesMah."

MrsD:"Whywouldyoudothaton

yourownbaby?"

Me:"Iwasn'tonmyown.Zintlehelped

me."

MrsD:"Ohh,I'msorryIwokeuplate.

It'sjustthatbackathome,meandmy

girlsusuallystartcookingaroundthis

time."



Me:"ItsfineMah.Wearedone

anyway."

"Uberishere."ThatwasZintle.

MrsD:"Letmenotkeepyouthen,

thankyouforpreparingthelunchand

breakfast."

Me:"ItsreallyfineMah.Letmelove

youandleaveyou.Byebyebaby."I

kissedChulu'scheek,thenIwentto

Aphiweintheloungewhowas



alreadystandingbythedoor."IfI

didn'tknowyoubetter,I'dsayyou

eagerfortoday'sservice."

Zintle:"Weonlyhave20minutesto

gettochurchontime,I'msurewe

alreadymissedthecakehandouts."I

chuckled.Wewalkedtothecaratthe

gate.

Me:"Andthat'sthereasonwhyyou

onlygotochurchonChristmas

day,becauseofthefreecakes."

Zintle:"Pointofcorrectionsisi.Ionly



gotoyourchurchonChristmasday

only.Igotochurcheveryday."

Me:"Yeahright."Wegottothegate,

westilldidn'thaveanyguardssowe

hadtowalkuptothecarthatwas

parkedoutsidethegate.Wegotin

thecaranddroveofftochurch.When

wearrivedatchurch,wewere5

minuteslateandAphiwewasbad

thatwereallydidmissthecakes.The

servicewasuplifting,thepastorwas

talkingaboutforgiveness,loveand

respect.By11thechurchwasout,

wewenttomybrotherswhowere

standingnexttoLizwi'scar.



Me:"banabantate(myfather'skids.)"

Thabang:"PunkiePie."

Me:"abutiIalwaystellyouthatIam

toooldforthatname."

Thabiso:"youmaybemarried,butyou

arestillourPunkiepie."

Lizwi:"That'srightprincess."Iwanted

torollmyeyes."NewhairstyleIsee,I

like."Ismiled.



Thabang:"ItsuitsyouI'msure."My

smilegrewwider.

Thabiso:"Iloveittoo,I'mjustnotsure

aboutthecolour."Wehmxm.

Me:"Kefashionabuti!"

Thabiso:"Fashion?MmmhIsee."I

lovemybrothersshame.

Thabo:"helloZintle."Hewaslooking

straightather.



Zintle:"hellos."Shesaidcheerfully

Thabo:"youlookbeautiful."My

brotherswereholdingintheir

laughter,they'veneverseenhimlike

thisbefore.

Zintle:"oh!Thankyou."Shewas

surprised.

Me:"IguessZintlemustbe

special,youdidn'tcomplimentme."

Mybrothersreleasedaroarof



laughter.

Thabang:"JealousPunkiePie."

Me:"Whereismomanddad?"Iwasa

bitmadatmybrother,callmechildish

orabratIdon'tcare.Theyarethe

oneswhomademegetusedtothem

complimentingmeEverytimethey

seeme,theyarealsotheoneswho

madegetusedtobeingnumber1in

theireyesandnowThabodidn'teven

greetmebackwhenIwasgreeting,he

wasjustfocusingonmyfriendthe

wholeentiretime!Mxm!ImeanIhad



anewhairstylebutdololo

complimentfromhim.

Lizwi:"Stilltalkingtothepastor."

Me:"Bontle?"

Thabo:"ahhshespentthenightat

Mathapelo's,I'msureshe'shungover

asfuck."Ididn'tpayattentiontohim.

Me:"Welllet'sgohomethen,I'msure

theywillfindusathome."



Thabo:"Youareeatinglunchwithus."

Hewasexcited,I'msureitwas

becauseofZintle.Weallgotinthe

caranddrovehome,itwasa5

minutesdrive.WhenwegotinBontle

wastherelookinglikeshewasn't

drinkingthewholenight.

Me:"Ausi!"Shesmiledatme.

Bontle:"hey,aren'tyousupposedtobe

withyournewfamily."

Me:"Iwillbewiththemtonightmos.

Mightaswellhavelunchhere."



Bontle:"yourhusbanddoesn'thavea

problemwiththat?"

Me:"Yeah."

•

•

MEANWHILE,INTHEDLAMINIHOME.

Thandiwewasonherphonetalking

toan'oldfriend'.

Lamlani:"I'mcomingtotheparty

tonight."



Thandi:"Lamyyoucan't,it'stoorisky."

Lamlani:"WellLumkainvitedme,she

wouldn'ttakenoforananswer,soI

havetocome."

Thandi:"LamlaniNo!WhatifLunathi

seesyou?WhatifshetellsSivuyile

aboutus?Ican'taffordtolose

Sivuyile."

Lamlani:"Relax,sheonlyknowsabout

thatnight,sheprobablythinksitwas



amistake."

Thandi:"YouknowIcankeepmy

handsoffyouwheneveryouare

around."

Lamlani:"Metoobaby.PlusIenjoyed

spendingsometimeawaywithyou,

weshoulddoitmoreoften."

Thandi:"Youknowwecan't."

Lamlani:"Whydoyoustillinsiston

beingwiththatmoron?"



Thandi:"Ineedhim,he'smyonly

chanceatagoodlife."

Lamlani:"ButIcanalsoprovidefor

younjeThandiwe."

Thandi:"Withwhat?Yourteacher's

salary?Comeonquitplaying.You

knowthatIamhighmaintenance,

youcan'taffordme."

Lamlani:"Thenwhyareyouwithme

then?"



Thandi:"CauseIlikeyou,plusyour

dickgameisonanotherlevel."

Lamlani:"Sobasicallyyouareusing

meforyourownpleasure."

Me:"Bingo!"

Lamlani:"Idon'ttakekindlytobeing

used."

Me:"Youknewwhatyouweregetting

yourselfintowhenyougotinvolved



withme,nowwhyareyouacting

fresh?"

Lamlani:"Ithoughtafterour2weeks

awayyouwouldhavechangedyour

mindaboutus."

Me:"Wellyouthoughwrongboo.You

can'taffordme,sosticktowhatyou

knowbestwhichisgivingmeagood

dick,nothingmore.Andonemore

thing,donotcometothisBraai,you

mightruinthingsforme."Withthat

beingsaidshehungup.Shefelt

proudofherself,shethoughtthatshe



hadtamedherlittlepuppydog,little

sissheknowthatherpuppydoghad

developedstrongfeelingsforherand

thatmadehimverydesperateand

desperateisdangerous.

TheDlaminifamilywereallgathered

aroundthetableeatinglunchthat

waspreparedbytheirlovelymakoti,

Everyonewasthereexpecther.

MrD:"WhereisLunathi?"

Sivuyile:"Ohuh,shesentmeatext

sayinghermomforcedhertohave



lunchwiththem."

MrD:"Oh,Iguesstheydomiss

spendingtimewithher.Mamathis

foodisdelicious,thankyou."

MrsD:"Imnottheonewhocooked,

Lunathidid.Wewereallsleeping

whenshestartedcooking."

Sivuyile:"Shecookedallofthisonher

own?"

MrsD:"Yep,wellwithalittlehelpfrom



herfriendZintle."

Lumka:"Haytheyhavechosenwell

foryoubrother."

MrsD:"Sotellme,molokazanewhen

amigettinggrabdchildrenfromyou?"

Thandichockedonfood.

Sivuyile:"Haibomama,Chuluisstill

veryyoung."

MrsD:"Bythetimeherbrotheror

sistergetsbornshewillbeofthe



rightage."

Thandi:"uhm...soonMah."

MrsD:"Greatthen!Ihopeyouarenot

takinganycontraceptives."

Sivuyile:"Mama!"

MrsD:"Yintonnawena?"Sivuyilejust

lookedathismotherwhocarriedon

eatingherfood.

Sooneveryonewasdoneeating,the

girlsclearedthetableandplacedthe



dishesinthedishwasher.

•

•

5hourslater,theBraaiwasaboutto

started,afewpeoplehadstarted

comingin,includingLunathi's

family,shearrivedwiththem.The

guyswerehadalreadystartedonthe

meat,whileSivuyile'sbusiness

associatesandfriendsstarted

arriving.Itwasachilledvibe,nothing

hecticbuttherewasmusicplayingin

thebackgroundandpeoplewere

alreadydrinkinganddancing.Soon

thehousewasfilledwithfamilyand



friends.

Lunathiwasfixingherselfupasshe

wasgettingreadyforSivuyileto

introducehertosomeofhis

associates,shewasreallynervous.

Knock!

Sivuyile:"Areyoudone?!"Shewas

downstairsinChulu's'room'.

Lunathi:"Almost!"

Sivuyile:"You'vebeensayingthatfor

thepast30minutes."



Lunathi:"Okayfine!I'mdone!"She

slowlywalkedtothedoor,andopened

andshewasmetbyherhusband's

sweetsmile.

Sivuyile:"Relaxtheyaregoingtolike

you,andiftheydon'twhocarestheta

rejustbusinessassociatesafterall."

Me:"businessassociateswhowillbe

invitingyoutodinnerandotherthings,

Ineedtomakenicewiththemhawu."



Sivuyile:"HaikeOkaymadam."They

foundThandiwewaitingforthemat

theendofthepassage,looking

dazzlinginherpinklongjumpsuit...

Sivuyilestartedintroducingthemtoa

fewofhisbusinessassociates,they

allcomplimentedthemsayinghow

muchofaluckyguySivuyileisto

havetwobeautifulwives.Afterallthe

introductionsweredone,itwasback

tothepartying.Everyonewashaving

agoodtime,wellexceptforThandiwe

shehadjustspottedherflame

amongstthecrowd,shewas

sweatingbulletshoppingthathe

didn'tseeherandthatLunathididn't



seehim.Unfortunatelyforherhehad

alreadyseenher,hemadehiswayto

her.

Lamlani:"Fancyseeingyouhere."He

joked.Thandiwerolledhereyes.

Thandi:"What'sthatsupposedto

mean?Thisismyhouse."

Lamlani:"ChillI'monlyjoking."

Thandi:"Ithoughtweagreedthatyou

arenotgoingtocomehere."



Lamlani:"Itsrudetoturndownan

inviteyouknow."

Thandi:"notifit'saninvitetomy

house."

Lamlani:"Ohcomeon,don'tactlike

youarenothappytoseeme.Don't

actlikeyoudon'twantmetotearoff

thatjumpsuit,don'tactlikeyoudon't

wantmetosaidasthosemelons

whileIgodownonyou.Don'tactlike

youdon'tmissmethrustingyouyou

hardandfast."Thandiwasbitingher



tongue.

Thandi:"stop,youaremakingme

horny."

Lamlanj:"YouknowIcantakecareof

thatinaminute."

Thandi:"Nothere."

Lamlani:"Whynot?"

Thandi:"Someonemightseeus."



Lamlani:"Theywon't.Peoplearebusy

mindingtheirownbusiness."

Thandi:"Fine,wecanusethebaby's

room.Iwillgofirstandyouwillfollow

aftermein5minutes.Itwillbelike

youaregoingtothetoiletsincethe

roomisnexttothetoilet."

Lamlani:"Perfect!"Thandiwestoodup

andmadeherwaytoChulu'sroom.

Littledidtheyknowthatsomeone

waswatchingthemfromafar.

Lamlanistoodupafter2minutesand



followedbehindThandi,itwasso

obviousthattheyweregoingtothe

sameplace.

Thandi:"Ithasnotbeen5-."Lamlani

interruptedherwithahungrykiss,

shewentwiththeflow,shewasreally

hornytowherepointwherethey

didn'tevennoticethattheroomdidn't

haveakeytolockit.Lamlaniwentin

forakillasheslidhisrockhard

manhoodintoherwetpussy,they

wereintheirownworld,Thandiwe

wastryingnottomoanloudasshe

didn'twantanyonetohearthis.They

werefullyintothisthattheydidnot



evennoticesomeoneslowlyentering

theroomandvideotapingthem.

Person:"Themediaissogoingto

lovethis."Theystopedabruptlywith

shockwrittenallovertheirfaces."No

don'tstoponmyaccount.Carryon."

Lamlaniquicklyremovedhimself

fromThandiwe.Hemadesureto

showtheirfaces

Lamlani:"Pleasedeletethatvideo,

youaregoingtoruinourlives."

Thandi:"Please,Sivuyilecan'tsee



that."

Person:"Whynot?!Youdon'twant

himtoseehowmuchofahoeyou

are?Wellguesswhatsisi,heis

definitelygoingtoseethisandafter

thatit'sgoingstraighttotheinternet.

Congratulationsguysyouaregoing

tobepornstars."Withthatsaidhe

lefttheroomleavingthedooropened.

Lamlanistoodupandquicklyclosed

it.

Thandiwe:"Iamscrewed!!"Tearsfell

fromhereyes.



Lamlani:"Don'tworry,I'mgoingtofix

this.Thatvideowon'treachyour

husband'shands."

Thandiwe:"How?!Heh?Itoldyounot

tocomeherebutyoudidanyway,

lookattheresultsnow!Iamscrewed!

It'sallover!Mylifeisover!"

Lamlani:"Don'tsaythatbaby,yiurlife

isnotover."

Thandiwe:"Sivuyile'sbestfriendhasa



videoofushavingsex,heisdefinitely

goingtoshowhim!Andheisgoingto

leakittothemedia,hehatesme!"She

wascrying.

Lamlani:"Fuck!!I'msurewecanreach

somesortofagreementwithhim,he

can'treleasethetape.Mycareerwill

beoverifhedoes!"

Thandiwe:"Didn'tyouhearwhatIjust

said?Hehatesme!Thembahates

me!HeisgoingtoshowSivuyilethat

tape!MyGod!WhydidIallowtofall

intotemptation?"Shewascrying



whileLamlanilookedscaredashell.

○

○

●

●

I'mtryingtomakethechangethat

someofy'allrequested.
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Lifewasbacktonormal.TheDlamini

eldershaddecidedthatafter

Christmaswewereallgoingtogo

downtoTheEasternCapeforthe

welcomingceremonyofChulu.My

brothersalsofoundoutabout

Chulu,theywereverymadwhichled

themtobeattheshitoutofSivuyile,

theyactuallycameheretomyhouse

gunsblazingandstartedattacking

myhusband.MeandMrsDlamini

werebusyscreamingforthemto

stop,buttheyweren't

listening,wheneverItriedtointervene

Iwouldgetpickedupandgetplaced

veryfarfromtheright.WhenMrs



Dlaminisawthatwewerefightinga

losingbattlesheshoutedforher

husbandtocomeandstopthefight,

hedidcomedownbutinsteadof

stoppingthefighthejustlookedat

thefightingboysandsaid:"Thank

Godsomebodydiditforme."After

sayingthatheturnedandleft.When

theyfinallydecidedtostop,Sivuyile

wasbloody,mybrothershadafew

dropsofblood,MrsDlaminiinsisted

thatwetakeSivuyiletothedoctor,but

mybrotherssaidtheywoulddoit

themselves.Itwasareallyshocking

scene.

.



.

Anywaybacktothepresent,today

wasthemorningbeforeChristmas.I

wokeuptomybeautifulbabymaking

coo-ingnoises,foronceshewas

quiet,yesmybabyisstillascreamer

buttodaysheseemedwellbehaved.

Me:"Helloyoubeautifulprincess,how

areyou?Aren'tyouthemostcutest

beingever."Ilikedtalkingtoher,even

thoughshecouldn'tanswerme,Ijust

assumedthatshecouldhearwhatI

wassayingsinceshealwayssmiles

whenItalktoher.



Me:"Youdecidedtobewellbehaved

todaydidn'tyou?Wellmommyhasto

wakeupandgoandprepare

breakfastforeveryonenow."YesI

referredtomyselfashermommy,I

wasslowlybutsurelygetting

comfortablewiththeideaofbeinga

mother.Iwokeandwenttotakea

shortshower,Iworemylongsleeved

belowthekneedressandmyslippers,

Itiedmybraidsintoamessy

bun,whichremindsmethatIreally

needtoundomyhair,ImeanI'vehad

thishairstylesincethedayofmy

wedding.ItookChuluandwent



downstairswithher.WhenIgotto

thekitchenThandiwewasthereinan

apronlookingconfusedashell.This

wassurprisingaswell,Thandiweup

atthistime!Andinanaprontryingto

cook!Wow!Todaywasreallyfullof

surprises.

Me:"morning."

Thandiwe:"Ohmorning.Howare

you?"Anditgetsmoreweird,she's

beingnice!

Me:"Youareupearlytoday."



Thandiwe:"WellIwantedtomake

breakfastforeveryone,butIcanseem

togetthestovetowork."Ihadallmy

eyesout."What?"

Me:"uhm...nothing,nothing."She

fiddledwiththestove."UhThandi,can

youcook?"Shelookedatme

Thandiwe:"Notreally."Ifigured.

Me:"Haygirl,goandsitdown,I'llmake

breakfastforeveryone."



Thandiwe:"No!"OKAY!"*ahem*I

meanno,Icandothis."

Me:"Youcan'tcookThandiwe,are

youreallygoingtoletyourpridelet

youcookshittyfoodforyourin

laws?"Shelookedatme.

Thandiwe:"No,Icanmanage."Iknew

whatthiswasabout.

Me:"wehmxm,suityourself."Iturned

toleave.



Thandiwe:"Wait!"Ilookedather.

"Okay,maybeyoucancookbut

promisemeyouwilltheQueenthatI

helpedyou."JustasIthought!She

wantedtoimpressthefamily,ncooh

shame.

Me:"Ipromise."

Thandiwe:"Thankyouthankyou!"She

saidwithawidesmile.

Me:"ThenyouhavetowatchChulu



whileImakethebreakfast."

Thandiwe:"What?.!Why?!"

Me:"causewatchherwhileI'm

cooking,duh."

Thandiwe:"ButI'mnotgoodwith

kids."

Me:"She'snotjustanykid,she'syiur

husband'skidwhichmakesheryour

kid."Shelookedatmyforawhile,she

lookedreallyirritated.



Thandiwe:"Fine!"Shetookofthe

apronandshetookChuluandher

bottlefromme."WhatmustIdoif

shecries?"

Me:"Rockherbackandforth,shewill

definitelyquietendown,alsohima

sweettunetoher.....ohshehasn't

eatensopleasefeedherthebottle

andburpher."

Thandiwe:"Burpher?Icandothat."



Me:"Wellthere'salwaysafirsttime

foreverythingright."

Thandiwe:"But..-"

Me:"ComeonThandiwe.Finetellyou

what,justfeedherandtellmewhen

youaredoneIwillburphermyself."

Thandiwe:"HowwillIknowthatshe's

full."OhmyGod!

Me:"YouwilljustknowThandiwe."I

wasgettingannoyednow.



Thandiwe:"Ohokay."Sheleftthe

kitchen.Istartedpreparingbreakfast

foreveryone,nothinghecticjustsoft

porridge,fruitsaladandyogurt.Bythe

timeIwasdonesettingupthetable

ThandiwasalreadyfedupwithChulu.

Me:"Didyouburpher?"

Thandiwe:"No,yousaidyouwere

goingtodoityourselfmos."Wow!

Me:"Thandiwe!Youdidn'tcallme



whenyoudonefeedingher."

Thandiwe:"WellIforgot!"

Me:"Wow!Nowshe'sgoingto

spewingthewhitestuffalloverthe

place!"

Thandiwe:"Haike."Shejustshrugged

hershoulders!Shewasbacktobeing

hermeanself.Fewminuteslater,the

wholefamilywalkedinandwedugin.

MrD:"ThankyouMamokoena,that



wasnice."HesaidafterIcameback

fromplacingthedishesinthe

dishwasher

Me:"ohwellThandiwedidmostofthe

work,IjusthelpedherwhereIcould."

Them:"What?!!"

Lumka:"Youarekiddingright?"

Me:"NoI'mnot."Sivuyilelookedat

me,Iknewhedidn'tbelieveme.



MrD:"Oh,Thankyouthenmakoti."He

waslookingatThandiwewhohada

hugesmilealloverherface.

MrsD:"Girlwhatareyourplansfor

theday?"

Lumka:"Uhm,I'mmeetingupwitha

fewfriendsofmine."Lies!Shewas

goingtoseeherboyfriend.

Lulama:"IhaveadatewithBontle."

Me:"Ihavetodomyhair."



MrsD:"WenaThandiwe,whatareyou

doingtoday?"Thandiwewastakenby

surpriseatthatquestion,weallwere.

Thandiwe:"ohuhm,Iwasgoingto

meetupwithafewfriendsofmine

lateron,butI'mfreeforafewhours."

MrsD:"Good!Weareallgoingfor

Christmasshopping."

Lumka:"Butmom!Wehaveplans."



MrsD:"AndIdon'tcare.Wearegoing

shoppingtodayandthat'sfinal."She

stoodup."Lunathifollowmesothat

wecancompileagrocerylist.And

nina,weareleavingin30minutes."

Wewenttothekitchenandstarted

writingwhatweweregoingtoneed

forourChristmaslunchanddinner.

Forlunchweweregoingtohavea

normalChristamasfoodthenfor

dinnerweweregoingtohaveamini

Braainyana,wellSivuyilesuggested

theBraaisaidhewantstoinvitea

fewofhisfriends,butIknowtheyare

notgoingtobefew.Anywayafter



compilingthelistweleftforthemall.

Shoppingwaslongwasadrag!By

thetimeweweredoneIwasdog

tired,Ijustwantedtosleepbutwe

werenotdoneasyet,wewentto

Thandi'sfavouritepart,clothes

shopping.Whenwegothome,Iwent

straighttomyroom,Ididn'tevenwait

forthemtounpackthegroceryIjust

wentstraighttomybed!

Fewminutesintomysleep

somebodyshookmeawake!YohI

wassoannoyed!

Me:"WHAT?!!"



Sivuyile:"Shhhh,Ifinallygotherto

sleep."SheplacedasleepingChulu

nexttome,greatthatmeansno

peacefulsleepforme.

Me:"theregoesmysleep."He

laughed

Sivuyile:"Youcansleepwithher."

Me:"Youknowhowunpredictable

yiurdaughteris,especiallywhenshe's

takinganap,shemightwakeupnow



andstartwailing."Helaughed.

Sivuyile:"wellsinceyouareawake,iza

ndik'qhaqhe(comeletmeundoyour

braids.)"

Me:"Hay,yourhandsarerough,I

knowthem."

Sivuyile:"I'llbegentle,Ipromise."He

hadanaughtysmileonhisface,then

hewinked."

Me:"Siesmarnwena!"Ithrewapillow



athimhelaughedoutloud."Shhh."

Sivuyile:"Maybeweshouldgotothe

spareroom."

Me:"Haywhy?"Hechuckled.

Sivuyile:"sothatIcanundoyourhair

properly,chatandhavealaughwith

youfreely."

Me:"Awwshame,wellwecan'tleave

Ratualone,sowehavetoworkwith

this."



Sivuyile:"Fine!"Hegrabbeda

continentalpillowandwenttositon

thecouchwhileplacingthepillowon

thefloor."Izohlalaaphakeke

baby.(Comeandsitherebaby.)"

Me:"Weneedscissors."

Sivuyile:"Forntonngoku?(Forwhat

now?)Areyoucuttingyourhair?"

Me:"No.Kantiyou'veneverundone

someone'sbraidsbefore?"



Sivuyile:"Hellno!"

Me:"Waithere."Iwenttomyclosetto

lookformyhairutensils,Itookout

myscissorsandwentbacktohim.I

satonthepillowandstartedcutting

thebraidsshort."Great,thiswillmake

yourjobveryeasy."Hestarted

unbraidingmyhair,itwasalengthy

messyjob.Hekeptonpullingmyhair

fromtimetotimeandhemadesilly

commentslike"mmmhbabeyour

hairsmells."Whichwasalie!2hours

laterhewasdone!Chuluwasalso



awake,shewasonthefloornexttous

playingwithhertoy.

Sivuyile:"Whuuufinally!"

Me:"Kahle!Itdidn'ttakeyouthat

long."

Sivuyile:"Ivanilona!2hoursisnot

long?Haibo."Ilaughed.

Me:"WellthankyouSvitsh."He

laughed.



Sivuyile:"SowhatdoIgetasa

reward?"

Me:"akissonthecheek."Istoodup

andkissedhischeek.

Sivuyile:"That'sall?"

Me:"Yes,phelayouaretheonewho

offeredtoundomyhairabuti."He

chuckled.

Sivuyile:"hayokayLunathi,uyavimba

shamebaby."Ilaughed.



Me:"uyabawakewena."Helaughed

outloud!

Sivuyile:"Youneedtostophanging

outwithmysisters,theyareruining

youforme."Webothlaughed,Chulu

startedcrying."Yohhaymntanam

unomona.(No,mychildyouare

jealous.)"IlaughedwhileIpickedup

theprincess,shekeptquietand

startedsmilingwhenshesawmy

face.

Me:"shejustwantedtoseeher



favouriteface."

Sivuyile:'Unomonaqha!(She'sjealous

that'sall.)"Ilaughed."Damnbabe!

Youlooklikearacoon!"Helaughed.

Me:"That'snotfunny."

Sivuyile:"Youstilllookgorgeous

though."

Me:"Istillneedtodomyhair,tonight.

Idon'twantyourfriendsand

businessassociatetoseemelike



this."

Sivuyile:"Justwashyourhairand

combitnicely,uzobamhle(youwillbe

beautiful)"

Me:"Whatdoyouknowabouthair?"

Heraisedhishandsupinsurrender.

Sivuyile:"Iwasjustsuggesting."

Me:"Wellyoursuggestionwasbad."

Helaughed."InfactletmecallBontle

rightnow,Ineedherhelp."Itookmy



phoneandcalledBontle,placedthe

phoneonloudspeakersinceIhad

Chuluinmyarms.

Bontle:"PunkieWaka."

Me:"heysis,Ineedyourhelp."

Bontle:"I'mallearsbaby."

Me:"IneedtodomyhairasinNOW!"

Bontle:"Yourhair?Hawuyoustillhave

braidsmos."



Me:"Notanymore."

Bontle:"Youcandoyourhair

tomorrowmosPunkie."

Me:"No,Ineedtodoitnow.Iwon't

havetimetomorrow."

Bontle:"Ehehehokay,I'mwith

Mathapelorn,letaskherifshecan

doyourhairrealquick."Itwentquiet

forafewseconds."Oreshecando

yourhair,sogetreadywearecoming



tofetchyou."

"It'scoolIwilldropheroff."-thatwas

Sivuyile,helikesincludinghimself.

Bontle:"Alrightythen."

Me:"Ohhhdisclaimer,youarepaying

foreverything."

Voiceinthebackground:"Hah!

Doesn'tmybrothergiveyoumoney

foryourhair?"Thatwasdefinitely

Lumka.



Me:"ByebyeBontle."Iquickly

droppedthecall.

Sivuyile:"Youwillfindme

downstairs."HetookChuluoutofmy

armsandleft!Hawu!KantiwhatdidI

donow?Idecidedtowrapmyhead

withadoek,Iworemyflipflops,took

myphoneandslingbagbefore

headingdownstairs.

MrsD:"Doyouhavetodoyourhair

today?"



Me:"YesMah,Iwon'thavetime

tomorrow."

MrsD:"Hayokay.Sivuyileleavemy

babybehindcauseIknowyouarenot

comingback."

Sivuyile:"HahMama,Iamcoming

back."

MrsD:"Don'tlie."Sivuyilehandedher

thebaby."Iguessit'sjustgoingtobe

me,youandyourgrandfather."



Me:"Uhm,wereallyneedtodash.

Seeyoulater."

MrsD:"Okaybaby."Iquicklykissed

Ratu'scheekbeforeweheadedfor

thecaranddroveoff.Thejourney

wassilent,noonewastalking.The

wasnomusicplayingeithersoitwas

justasilentshorttrip.Heonlyspoke

tomewhenwegottomyhood,and

thatwasbecausehewasaskingfor

directionstoMathapelo'shouse.We

parkedoutside.

Me:"thankyoufordrivingme,even



thoughyoudidn'thavetoo."Hetook

offhisseatbeltandturnedtofaceme.

Sivuyile:"Idon'tunderstandwhyyou

don'twantmetodothingsfor

you,nowyouaremakingmelookbad

infrontofyoursisterandmysister."

Me:"Hawu,howdidIdothat?"

Sivuyile:"Youaskinghertopayfor

yourhairwhileyouhaveme,thatwas

totallyembarrassing,thatwasyou

lookingdownonme."



Me:"Ohhhthat'swhyyouhavebeenin

asombremoodwhilewewere

drivinghere.Look,I'musedtomy

siblingsdoingeverythingforme.

Frompayingformyhair,tobuyingme

clothesandshoes.I'mnotyetused

tosomebodyelseratherthanmy

siblingstakingcareofme.I'msorryif

youfeellikeIembarrassedyou,butI

justthoughtthatwehaven'treached

thatlevelwhereyoupayformyhair."

Sivuyile:"Welongreachedthat

level,theminuteIputaringonthat



fingerifyourswasusreachingthat

level.Sonexttimeplease,dotellme

whenyouwanttodoyourhair,Iwill

payforit."

Me:"Uh...okaythen."Idon'tthinkI

willeveraskhimformoneytodomy

hair,I'mtooshy.Hefiddledwithhis

pocketforafewseconds,thenhe

tookarolleduppapers,notjustany

papers,theMandela'sbaby!

Sivuyile:"Ithinkthiswillbeenoughfor

yourhairstyle."Hehandedmethe

cash,myeyeballswerealloutand



mouthwaswideopen.

Me:"ThisistoomuchSivuyile."

Sivuyile:"It'sjust5thousandrands

Lunathi."

Me:"Thatstoomuch."

Sivuyile:"Youarewelcomebaby."He

kissedmycheek,Ididn'teventhank

him.

Me:"Ohhyeah,Thankyou....even



thoughthisisslightlytoomuch."

Sivuyile:"Justgoandgetyourhair

fixed.Nowgetoutofmycar,your

brothersarewaitingforme."

Me:"Aretheygoingtogiveyoua

beatingagain?"Helaughed.

Sivuyile:"hah!Never."Welaughed.

"TellmewhenyouaredoneandIwill

takeyouhome."

Me:"Icanalwaysdrivebackwith



Lulama."

Sivuyile:"Shewillbetoodrunktoo

drive,thatIknowforsure....plusI

wanttoholdyourhandwhiledriving."

Iblushed.

Me:"Mxm.ByeSvitsh."Helaughed.I

jumpedoffthecarandraninsidethe

yard,luckilytherewerenodogshere

soIwassafe."Knock!Knock!"

"Comein!"Thatwasdefinitely

them,theysoundeddrunk.Ientered

andjustasIassumed,theywereall



drunk,actuallytheyweresittingon

thecoucheswhilethetablehadafew

bottlesofwine.

Me:"heh!Festivevibes."

Them:"Yesgirl!!"

Mathapelo:"Sowhatdoyouwantto

do?"Shewasdrunk,myGodhowin

theworldisshegoingtodomyhair.

Bontle:"Chomieshowherthenew

weavesyougottoday."



Mathapelo:"Hah!Thoseweavesare

expensive!Reservedforcelebrities

only."

Lulama:"Herhusbandcanaffordit

marn!"Thewasjustsomethingfunny

aboutthewayShesaidit.

Mathapelo:"Okay,waithereIwillbe

back."Shestoodupanddisappeared

throughthepassage.Thesetwo

sistersofminewerejustsittingthere

drinkingwinewhilenibblingon

chocolate,Idon'tknowwhotold



themaboutthatcombination.

Mathapelocamebackcarryinga

mediumsizedbox.

Mathapelo:"Choosemaikhethela."

Shesaidwhiledroppingtheboxin

frontmethenshesatdownand

carriedonwithherdrinking.Iwent

throughtheweaves,theywereall

beautiful.I'mnotaweavepersonneh?

ButIwasreallylovingwhatIwas

seeinginsidethatbox.Ifinallysettled

forabobweave,itreachedmyneck.

Itwasblackincolour,andolivegreen

inthebottom.Itlookedreallyreally

nice,plusthequalitywastodiefor.



Mathapelostartedgettingbusyon

myhairasdrunkasshewas,atfirstI

didn'twanthertodomyhairinthat

statebutmysisterconvincedme

otherwise.Afterhoursweweredone

witheverything,thecuttingincluded.I

wenttolookatmyselfinthe

mirror,andImustadmitIlooked

beautiful,shereallydidworkher

drunkmagiconme.Iwentbackto

theloungeandtheywerestilldrinking,

haytheyarereallyintheirfestive

mood.IgaveMathapelohermoney

thenIwrappedmyheadneatlywith

thedoekagain.



Lulama:"See?Itoldyoushecan

affordyourhair."Shewasgetting

drunk,IneededtotextSivuyileto

comeandtakeushome.

Me:"Sivuyileiscomingtofetchus."

Lulama:"Fetchyou,youmean.Mna

I'msleepingover,wearehavinga

girlsnightin."ItextedSivuyile.

Mathapelo:"Sitdownandhavea

glassofwine."



Me:"nothankyou.Bontlewhereis

AbutiLizwi?"

Bontle:"Ilefthimathomewithhis

brothers."

Wesatforafewminutes,theywere

chattingupastormandnnaIwasn't

evenfocusedonthem.Sivuyile

textedmethatheisoutsideandwe

shouldcomeout,sinceLulamasaid

shewasstayinginIwentoutonmy

own.Itwasalreadydarkoutside.

Sivuyile:"Where'sLulama?"Heasked



thesecondaswedroveoff.

Me:"Shesaidshe'sstaying,theyare

havingagirlsnightin."

Sivuyile:"Andyoudecidedto

go,because?"

Me:"Theyarewaytoodrunk.MaybeI

shouldcallAphiweandwewillhave

ourowngirlsnight."

Sivuyile:"Hawu,Ithoughtwewere

goingtospendthenighttogether."I



lookedathim.

Me:"Don'tstart.Youknowwedon't

spendnightstogetheranymore."

Sivuyile:"UntilwhenLunathi."

Me:"It'sonlybeenacoupleofweeks

andyouarealreadycomplaining."

Sivuyile:"Imissyouthat'swhy,Imiss

cuddlingwithyouafterourlove

makingsession,Imisswakingup

nexttoyou,Imisstouchingyou."



Me:"HereareIam,youcantouchme."

Sivuyile:"YouknowwhatImean."

Me:"SivuyileItoldyouthatI'mnotina

spacetobeinvolvedromantically

withyou.Ijustwon'tbeabletodeal

withthedramathatwillcomewith

this."

Sivuyile:"Therewon'tbeanydrama

Lunathi."



Me:"Hah!Don'tactlikeyoudon't

knowhowyourwifeis."

Sivuyile:"Ifyouareworriedabout

Thandiwe,wecansitherdownand

makeherunderstandthatthisis

whatwewantandwecanmakeit

work,thethreeofus."

Me:"That'stheproblem!Idon'twant

tomakeitworkwith3ofus!Ijust

wantittobeus!Meandyou!"Damn!I

justtoldhimhowIreallyfeelabout

thiswholesituation.



Sivuyile:"ButyouknowthatThandiis

partofthepackage."

Me:"Exactly!WhichiswhyIdon't

wanttoworkonus!Ican'tshareyou

Sivuyile!YoucarryonwithThandiand

Iwillcarryonwithmylife,wedid

whattheancestorswantedustodo

nowwejusthavetoliveourlives

happily!"

Sivuyile:"Idon'tunder-"

Me:"Youdon'thaveto.InfactIdon't

wanttotalkaboutthisanymore."I



startedchattingonmyphonewith

Aphiwe,Iaskedtocomeoverright

nowandsheagreed.Whenwegot

home,Ijumpedoffthecarwithout

sayinganythingandwentstraight

inside.Theparentsweresittinginthe

dinningroom,havingalogjychatI

guess.

MrsD:"Hawu,whereisLulama?"

Me:"Oh,shedecidedtostay

behind,saidshewantedtocatchup

withBontle."



MrsD:"Oh,wellherhusbandcalled,

hehasbeentryingtoreachheronher

phonebutshe'snotansweringand

nowhe'sworried."

Me:"Wellyoucantellhimtostop

worrying,Lulamaisfine."

MrsD:"Okaybaby.Nowletmesee

yournewhairstyle."Sivuyileentered

thehouselookingpissed,hedidn't

evengreethisparentshejustwent

straightupstairs."

MrD:"Andthen?Whotookhis



candy?"Ishruggedmyshoulders.

MrsD:"Didyouguyshavean

argument?"

Me:"No."Theybothlookedatme

withsuspiciouseyes."Wellwekinda

didbutitwasnothinghectic."

MrsD:"Whathappened?"Idon'tlike

this,nowIhavetolie.

Me:"Iguesshe'sstillangrythatI

askedmysistertopayformy



hair,insteadofaskinghim.Hehas

beeninthatmoodsincethen."They

bothlaughed.

MrsD:"typicalDlaminman.Helikes

beingaprovider.Wellbabynexttime

youshouldaskhimandnotyour

sister."Phew!

Me:"Iwilldefinitelydothat.Ohh

uhm,Mahnawetata,IinvitedZintle

forasleepover,Ihopeyouguysdon't

mind."

MrsD:"Ofcoursenot.Thisisyour



house,youcandowhateveryou

want."

MrD:"mywifeisright.Wearejust

guestshere."Ichuckled.

Me:"ohwellmybeautifulguest,mayI

pleasebeexcused.CanItakeher

Mah?"

MrsD:"Pleasedo,she'sbeen

screamingmyearsarehurting."I

laughedandtookmybabythenI

wentuptomyroom.
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Whatdoyouthinkisgoingtohappen

betweenSivuyileandLunathi?
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NARRATED

Thandiweandherloverwerestillin

theroom,Lamlaniwastryingto

comforther.

Lamlani:"Baby,stopcrying.Idon'tlike

seeingyoulikethis."

Thandi:"Wehavetodosomething!"

Lamlani:"Maybenot.Maybethisisa

blessingindisguiseforustobe

finallytogetherwithoutthesneaking



around."Thandolookedathimlikehe

wascrazy

Thandi:"Blessingindisguise?Huh?!

Thembaisgoingtoreleasethatvideo,

Iamgoingtobelabeledaslutby

peopleonSocialmedia!Iamgoingto

losemyposhlifestyleandyoucall

thisablessing?!Getitthroughyour

thickskullLamlaniIdon'twantyou!"

Shestoodupandworeherclothes

andmadeherwaytothedoorafter

fixingherface.

Lamlani:"sthandwasam,whereare



yougoing?"

Thandi:"tododamagecontrol.Iam

notgoingtolosemyhusband

becauseofyou."Sheslammedthe

doorandmadeherwaytothecrowd

tryingtofindThemba.Shewas

scared,scaredatwhatThemba

mightdo...wellsheknewthathe

meantitwhenhesaidhewasgoing

toshowSivuyilethagvideo.Outofall

Sivuyile'sfriendsThembahasalways

beentheonewhoneverreally

warmeduptoher,evenafterthe

miscarriage,hejustdidn'tlikeherone

bit.



Therehewassittingonthechairnext

toalady,itlookedlikehewastrying

hisluck.

Thandi:"CanIpleasetalktoyou."

Themba:"I'mbusy."Hiseyeswerestill

gluedtotheladyinfrontofhim.

Thandi:"PleaseTee.Justhearme

out."

Themba:"IsaidI'mb-"



Lady:"noit'sfine.Iwillexcuse

myself."Shegracefullystoodupand

left.

Themba:"Lookatthat,Ijustlostmy

chanceofaChristmasshag.Nxah!

Whatdoyouwantfuturepornstar."

Thandi:"Pleasedon'treleasethat

video.I'msurewecancometosome

sortofanagreement."

Themba:"I'mnotinterested.That

videoisgoingonthenet."



Thandi:"Imbeggingyoupleasedon't

dothis."Shekneeledbeforehim.

Themba:"Haibo!Uyasangana

wena?(areyoucrazy.)Standupyou

aremakingafooloutofyourself."

Shestoodup.

Thandi:"I'lldoanything.AndImean

anything."Shesaidinaseductive

voice,whiletryingtotouchhisface.

"What'sgoingonhere?!"Thandi



turnedswiftlyandtherestoodher

husbandlookingatthem

suspiciously.

Thandi:"uh..uhnothing.Iwasjust

chattingwithThemba."

Sivuyile:"Mustbeaninterestingchat

seeingthatyouaretouchinghisface

andall."Shedidn'tthinkhesawthat.

Sivuyile:"ntwana,istheresomething

youwanttotellme?"



Themba:"Like?"

Sivuyile:"LikewhywasMYWIFE

touchingyourface?"

Themba:"angaznam.Askyoursperm

dish."Hestoodupwalkedaway.

Sivuyile:"spe-.....what'shetalking

about?"

Thandi:"Ihavenoidea.Wouldyoulike

adrink?Letmegetyouone."She

quicklyvanishedleavingherhusband



withquestionmarksonhisface.

○

●

BOITUMELO

'Gotabedwithyournameonit,gota

k-'

Me:"mmmh!"

Caller:"Youarestillsleeping?!"

Me:"Bontlewhatdoyouwant?"



Bontle:"Ican'tbelieveyouare

sleepingwhileyourhouseholdaffairs

areallovertheinternet."

Me:"Huh?Allovertheinternet?You

meanabouttheparty?"

Bontle:"heh!Oreparty!I'mtalking

aboutjuicythingswena.Drama!

Drama!Dramainyourmaritalhome."

ThatgotmyattentionIquicklysat

straightup.

Me:"Keng?Didsomethinghappen

lastnight?Wasthereafightor



something?"

Bontle:"somethinghappenedalright.

Heh!Thisgirlhasdefinitelyshamed

theroyalhouse."Whoisshetalking

about?Thandiwe?Me?Lumka?

Lulama?Who?

Me:"Who?"

Bontle:"Yoursisterwife.Ialways

knewthatgirlwasabitch,butthis!

This!Shehasoutdoneherself

shame."



Me:"Bontlemarn!Justtellmewhat

happened."

Bontle:"Myairtimeisrunninglow.

Wenajustgoontheinternetand

searchThandiweFloozyDlaminiand

youwillseewhatIamtalkingabout.

HehehetheyevenhaveaNickname

forhernow.Byelilsis."

Me:"Wait!Tel-"beepbeep!"Greatshe

hungup."Iwentstraighttothe

internetandsearchedwhatshetold

meto.Icouldnotbelievemyeyes.....



alotofheadlineswerewritingabout

thissextapethatsurfacedearlythis

morningandapparentlyitfeatures

mybelovedsisterwifeandsome

unknownguy-astheysaid.Iquickly

clickonthelinkofthevideo,and

thereitwasThandiwefucking

LamlaniinChulu'sroom!How

fuckingdisrespectful!Howcouldshe

dothisinherownhusband'shouse!

Wasshethathorny?!OhmyGodI

wonderifSivuyilehasseenthis.I

quicklyjumpedoffmybed,woremy

gownandrusheddownstairs.Tomy

surprisenoonewasupasyet,I

lookedaroundthekitchenandthe



lounge.Theyshouldbeawakeby

now,I'msurethetabloidshavebeen

callingthemnonstop.Myeyes

landedon3ringingcellphones

scatteredonthecouch,itwasLumka

LulamaandSivuyile'sphones,there

wasnowayIwasgoingtoanswer

them.Iquietlywentbackuptomy

room,Iguesstheydon'tknowabout

thescandalasyet,doesthatmeanI

havetotellthem?Nowaytheywill

findoutontheirown.

Itookaquickshowerandworea

simpledress,thenImademybed

beforegoingdownstairstomake

breakfastforeveryone.Theystarted



comingdownstairsonebyonewhileI

setupthetable.

Sivuyile:"hasanyoneseenmyphone?

Idon'trememberwhereIputitlast

night."Ohshit!

Lumka:"Minetoo."

MrsD:"mineneedstobecharged,I

needtocallandinformyourauntsto

preparethingsathomesinceweare

comingbacktomorrow.



Me:"letsjusteat.Wewillworryabout

thephoneslater.WhereisThandi?"I

askedlookingatSivuyile.

Sivuyile:"She'sstillsleeping."

Me:"wellwhydidn'tyouwakeher

up?"Shehaslotofexplaintodo-I

didn'tsaythatoutloud.

Sivuyile:"Idid.Butshesleepslikea

deadperson."

MrsD:"that'snotagoodthing.She's



amakoti,sheshouldhavebeenupa

longtimeagotohelpLunathiprepare

breakfast."

Sivuyile:"WesleptlateMah.Giveher

abreak."Hesaidashefedhis

daughterherbottle.Aringingphone

disturbedourmomentoftable

manners.

Lulama:"Wait!Thatsoundslikemy

phone."

Sivuyile:"Whe-"



Lulama:"shhh!"shewalkedaround

thelounge

Sivuyile:"Iyoh."

Lulama:"Foundit!Ahhhitmybaby."

Herhusband.Itrangagainshe

quicklyansweredwithawidesmile

thatquicklyturnedintoafrown.

"What?!.....Ohokay!"Shehungup

MrD:"What'swrong?"



Lulama:"Idon'tknow.Hejustsaid

theyaretalkingaboutmyfamilyona

morningshowandit'sbad."She

quicklyturnedontheTVaswe

rushedtojoinherinthelounge,well

theyrushedIdidn'tbecauseIalready

knewwhattheyweretalkingabout.

Andyes,theyweretalkingaboutthe

sextape....

Host1:"Imeanwhyinherdelusional

mindwouldsherecordherselfhaving

sex,knowingverywellthatshe's

cheating"



Host2:"ButwhebIwatchedthevideo,

itlookedlikesomeonewasrecording

themIdon'tthinktheyknewthey

werebeingrecorded."

Host3:"Shejustwentandproved

peoplerightthatsheisnothingbuta

golddigger.Imeanthisclearlyshows

thatshespentlovethePrince.Ifshe

didwhywouldshecheat?"

Host1:"MaybethePrincewasn't

puttingitdownasshewantedhim

to."Theylaughedandhighfived.



Host3:"that'simpossiblehaveyou

seenhowhotthatmanis?"They

laughedagain.

Host1:"whatIwanttoknowiswhois

theguyinthevideo?"

Host2:"mmmh.Wellifyouguysat

homealsowanttoknowwhotheguy

is,don'tchangethechannelwewill

berightbackwithmoreofthe

Prince'sWife'ssextape."

MrD:"Switchitoff!"Heroaredthey

did."Whatthefuckisthis?!"Damn



I'veneverheardhimswearbefore.

"Huh?!Sivuyile?!"

Sivuyile:"Idon'tknowdad."

MrD:"Kuthethwangabanipha(who

aretheytalkingabout)?Huh?!"

Sivuyile:"andaziTata(Idon'tknow

dad.)"Heturnedandlookedatme

withanangryface.Wait!Doeshe

thinkit'sme?Ohwow!

Me:"Whyareyougivingmethag



look?"

Sivuyile:"istheresomethingyou

wannatellme?"Everyonelookedat

me

Me:"What?Me?Youthinktheyare

talkingaboutme?WhywouldIdo

suchathing?"

Sivuyile:"Whywouldn'tyou?Imean

youaretheonlyonebetweenyouand

Thandiwewhohaspotentialtohave

asextape."Heshouted!Ohwow

shootmenow.



Me:"What'sthatsupposedtomean?"

Isaidwithtearsinmyeyes.

Sivuyile:"Youaretheonewhohasa

boyfriendandithi!"

MrsD:"Intoni?!Ungayenzakanjani

lontoLunathihuh?!(Howcouldyoh

dothatLunathi?!)Itrustedyoumarn!"

Haibothesepeoplearenuts.They

arenotevenaskingmeproperlythey

arejustbombardingmewith

accusations.



Me:"Iwouldneverdothat!AndIdon't

haveaboyfriend.Youdon'teven

knowwhotheyaretalkingaboutand

youhavealreadyconcludedthatthey

aretalkingaboutme."

MrD:"LumkaturnontheTVandlet's

hearwhotheyaretalkingabout."She

didasinstructedandluckilythehost

wasjustabouttosaythenameofthe

personinthevideo.

Host1:"sotheguyinthevideois

LamlaniMqwaqwa.Turnsouthe's

actuallyafriendofthePrince's



sisters."

Host2:"Mmhinteresting.Thewife

wasstupidtocheatwiththesisters'

friendthough.Thatwasavery

miscalculatedmove."

Host1:"getthisheisateacherata

CertainHighSchool."

Host3:"What?!FromPricetoteacher?

R-"LumkaswitchedofftheTVbefore

jumpingtomewithafullslap!



Lumka:"JustbecauseIsaidyoucould

datehimwenayouwentandmadea

sextapewithhim!Siesmarn

Boitumelo!"

MrsD:"hehmntanandini,wheredid

youlearnthisflightbehaviourhuh?!"I

wasalreadycrying

Me:"Mahit'sn-"

MrsD:"Thula!!Ican'tbelieveyouwere

chosenbytheancestors!Youdisgust

me!Nxahsies!"Iwascryingnonstop.



Me:"Mahpleaselistentome."

Lulama:"kuthweThulamarnjou

nonsense!"Whatiswrongwiththese

people?!Whywon'ttheyletmetell

themthesideofmystory.

MrsD:"Qoqaonkeamasakanaakho

uphumeupheleaphakwam

nondindwandini!(packallyourrags

andgetthehelloutofmyhouseyou

bitch!)"



Sivuyile:"andtothinkiactuallyloved

you!"Hehadglassesoftearsonhis

eyes.

Me:"pleasehearmeout."Isaidin

betweensobs.

Lumka:"Hearyouout?Whatareyou

goingtosay?It'sclearthattheyare

talkingaboutyouthere!Youarethe

onewho'sbeenincontactwith

Lamlani!Youaretheonehewanted!

Whatstheretohearout?Mmmh?!"

MrD:"Justlethersayherpiece."He



hasbeenquietallalong.

Sivuyile:"Nodad!Nothingshesays

wi-"hewasinterupptedbyaphone

call."Callmebacklater,I'mhandling

somethingrightnow......huh?Thandi

wenzeni?......what?!....no!No!No!"

Hethrewthephoneagainstthewall.

MrsD:"usalaphaJezebel?!(youare

stillhereJezebel!)Shecamecloseto

me,justasshewasabouttoslapme

Sivuyileyelledathertostop."Yintoni

nahwena?!Ndiyekendimkhuphe

ubufebeobuanabo!"



Sivuyile:"myekemama,akuthethwa

ngayepha.(leavehermom.Theyare

nottalkingaboutherthere.)"Hesaid

ashesatdownonthecouchwithhis

handonhishead.

Lumka:"Whatdoyoumean?"

Sivuyile:"itsThandiwe.She'stheone

onthevideo."

Lumka:"What?That'simpossible."



Lulama:"Thandiwedoesn'tlike

Lamlani."

Lumka:"Woahwait!Letmecheckthis

videoontheinternet."Istoodupand

ranupthestairs

MrD:"That'swhatyoushouldhave

doneinthefirstplaceinsteadof

attackingthepoorgirl."Iheardhim

sayasIranupthestairs.Igottomy

room,lockedtheandthrewmyselfon

thebedbeforelettingoutaloudsob!

IcrieduntilIdidn'thavetearsany

more,Icrieduntilmyheadhurt.



■

□

SIVUYILE

Ican'tbelieveIaccusedherofsuch!

InmyheartIknewshewouldnever

dothisbutatthesametimeIalso

didn'tthinkThandiwoulddothis,I

meanI'vebeenwithherforyearsand

suchhasneverhappened.The

momentIfoundoutitwasThandi,I

couldn'tbringmyselftolookat

LunathiIdidn'tevenwanttocomfort

her.



Mom:"Whatdidwedo?"Sheaskedin

apanickingtone.

Dad:"Youoverreactedasalways!You

shouldhavewatchedthevideo

beforeyouattackedthegirl.MnaI

alreadyknewthattheyweretalking

aboutThandiwe,she'stheonlyone

whohaspotentialforthis.

Mom:"Whydidn'tyoustopme

tatakhe."

Dad:"asifyouwouldlistentome."



Mom:"Ineedtogoandapologiseto

her."Shestoodup

Dad:"Notnow.I'msurethepoorgirl

doesn'twanttoseeanyofyour

horriblefaces.Iwouldn'tbesurprised

ifshecameoutcarryingherbagsand

walkoutthatdoor."Iquicklyjumped

onmyfeetwhenbesaidthat."Relax,

shewon'tdothat."

Me:"Youdon'tknowthatdad.Ineed

tospeaktoher."



Dad;"trustmeifshewantstoleave

shewillleave,nomatterwhatyousay

toher."Hewasright."Wenanjeyou

needtodealwithyourotherwife."

"Morningfamily."Speakofthedevil

andheshallappear.Thwaa!That

wasaslapfrommom

Mom:"Thatsformakingmeaccuse

mydaughterinlaw."Thwaa!Another

one."That'sforcheatingonmyson!"

Hereyeswentalloutasmomsaid

that.



Thandi:"wh...whatareyoutalking

about?"

Mom:"I'mtalkingaboutyiur

disgustinginfidelity!Youevenhad

thenervetosleepwiththatboyinmy

granddaughter'sroom!Howsinister

areyou?!Rha!Youmakemesick!"

Shespitonher.

Me:"WhyThandiwe?"

Thandi:"I'msorry."Shesobbedas

shemadeherwaytome.



Me:"Isaidwhydammit!!"Ishouted

makingherstopmidwayofherwalk.

Thandi:"Iwasdrunk*sob*hemade

medoit."

Lulama:"Hemadeyoudoit,youwere

drunk.Whichoneisisbitch?!"

Thandi:"Imsorrybaby.Itwasa

mistake.Ididn'tmeanto."

Me:"inmyhouse?!Indaughter'sroom



Thandiwe?!Ishouldkillyourightnow!

Nowmyfamilynameistrendingon

socialmediabecauseofyouandyiur

littleboyfriend!!"

Thandi:"Trending?OhGodnohe

didn't!"Hereyeswereallout.

Lumka:"umbizanjaniuThixousisfebe!

Rha!Njakazi!"

Dad:"Lumka!"

Lumka:"HaysukaTata!"Shewas



angry.

Me:"ohsoyourboyfriendistheone

whopostedthatvideo?!"Shecried

evenmore

Thandi:"he'snotmyboyfriend.And

it'snothimwholeakedthevideo,it's

Themba,yourfriend!"

Me:"HowdareyoulieonmyFriend!"

Ittookalotinmenottoslapherright

acrossherface!



Lulama:"siesunyolukileThandiwe!

Didyoureallyhavetogoafteraguy

thatwantedLunathi!Youare

pathetic!"

Me:"Doyouknowwhatyouandthat

Lamlaniofyoursdidtome?!Youcost

meagem!Youhumiliatedme!You

degradedme!Youdegradedmy

family'sname!!Ihateyousomuch

rightnowThandiwe!Idon'teven

knowwhyIamwastingmybreath

eventalkingtoyou!GETTHEHELL

OUTOFMYHOUSE!!ANDNEVER

SETFOOTHEREEVERAGAIN!!"Iwas

reallymad,ontopofthatIwashurt.I



can'tbelieveshedidthistome!!

Thandi:"Nonono!PleaseLeon,.i

havenowhereelsetogo,please

don'tdothistome."Thisbitchis

crazy.

Lumka:"Hehmhlola!Whataboutyour

mother?!Sisiweh!Startmovingor

elseIwillmoveyoumyself."

Me:"DadgetJongatotakethistrash

out!"Jongausmydad'sdriver."When

Igetbackhere,youbetterbegone!

Anddon'teventhinkaboutgoingto



myroomtotakethoseclothesthat

youboughtwithmymoney!"Ileft

them.standingthereandmademy

wayuptoLunathi'sroom

Iknockedforalmost15minutesbut

stillnoresponse,Iguessdadwas

right.Ishouldgivehersomespace!I

wenttomyroomandlaidonthebed

onmybackandstaredattheceiling.

Howcouldshedothistome?Ihave

geteverythingshewanted!

Money,holidays,cars,freedom!

Freedom?DidImaybegivehertoo

muchofthat?Whywouldshehurt

melikethis?IknowIdidn'tloveher

anymorebutIstillcaredabout



her,alot.WhydoIfeelsohurt?I

guessIneverthoughtshewould

cheatonme.Iknowthisisabit

hypocriticalofmesinceI'vecheated

onhernumeroustimes,butInever

madeasextape!

Ieventuallyhadtoswitchmyphone

offsinceitwasringingoffthehook.

○

●

BOITUMELO

IguessIfellasleepinthemiddleof

mycryingsession.Iwakeupwitha

painfulhead,Icouldopenmyeyes



fully.Yeahneh!JustwhenIthought

I'vebeenthroughitallthenboom!I

getaccusedofcheatingandmaking

asextape!Whathurtsmethemost

isthatthequeenalsobelievesthatI

madethesextape.Thenamesthat

she'scalledmeweresohurtful.

Thinkingaboutthisjustbringstears

tomyeyes.Fewminutesintomy

thoughtsmyphonerang

Me:"Ausi(sis)."

Bontle:"Heybaby,I'vebeentryingto

reachyoubutyouweren'tanswering.



Whatswrong?"Tearsstartedbuilding

upinmyeyes.

Me:"oh*ahem*Iwassleeping

marn,askies."

Bontle:"sleepingwhiletheredrama

happeninginthathouse?Areyou

insane?"

Me:"hayAusiI'mnotinthemoodfor

Thandiwe'ssextapedramanna."

Bontle:"sohowdidthefamilyreact



whenyoutoldthem?"

Me:"Ididn'ttellthem,theyfoundon

theirown."

Bontle:"okay,sohowdidtheyreact?"I

reallywasn'tinthemoodtotalk

aboutthis,butIknewIhadto

becauseifIdidn'tshewouldknow

thatthereissomethingwrongwith

me,andIdon'twanthertoknow

causeinknowshewilltellmy

brotherswhowillcomehereand

causehavocandIamnotreadyfor

such.



Me:"Welltheywereangry,Iguess."

Bontle:"youguess?Kantyouwerenot

therewhentheyfoundout?"

Me:"Iwashle."

Bontle:"And?"Isighed.

Me:"andtheywereangryand

shouting."



Bontle:"ReallyPunkie?Sowenayou

don'twanttogivemedetailsof

mogosiofyourmaritalhomebutnnaI

alwaystellyouaboutmymarital

homedrama."That'strueshealways

does,butI'mreallynotinthemoodto

narratewhathappened.

Me:"SorryhleAusi."

Bontle:"Sodidtheykickherout?"

Bontlejustdoesn'tgiveup!

Me:"Idon'tknow,maybe."



Bontle:"Youdon'tknow?Kantwena

whatdoyouknow?MaybeIshould

callmychomzaandaskher,wena

wabhora."

Me:"Phephiausi(sorrysis),Ijusthave

athrobbingheadache."

Bontle:"headache?Youdon'tnormally

getaheadache,youonlygetitwhen

youwerecryingtoomuch.Tumiwere

youcrying?"Fuckthesetears!



Me:"whatno?Whatwouldobecrying

for?"

Bontle:"Yourvoiceisshaking.Who

didwhattoyouBoitumelo?!"

Me:Noone.IwasnotcryingAusi."I

saidtryingtopullmyselftogether.

Bontle:"Boitumelo?"Shesaidinasoft

tone.IcouldhelpmyselfIjustbroke

outinasoftcry,Ididn'tmeantoo.

"That'sitwearecomingthere!"



Me:"Nopleasedon't.Ijustwanttobe

alone,Idon'twantanydrama."

Bontle:"yey!Idon'tcareaboutwhat

youwant!Wearecomingthere!"

Me:"atleastcomealone.Don'tcome

withthebrothers."

Bontle:"Fine!"Shehungup,Iletouta

deepsigh.ThisiswhyIamsuchacry

baby,mysiblingstreatmelikeababy,

theyarealwaysfightingmybattles.

Someoneknockedonthedoor,Ikept



quietuntiltheygaveupandleft.I

didn'twanttotalktoanyofthem,

howcouldtheyaccusemeofsuch.I

getthattheydon'tknowme,butthey

shouldknowIwouldneversleepwith

anotherpersonotherthanSivuyile.

I'mmoresuprisesatLumkaand

Lulama,Imeantheyknowthekindof

personThandiweisbuttheystill

thoughtitwasme.

Anotherknock!

"Babyit'sme."ItwasBontle.Iquickly

jumpedandopenedthedoor.She



enteredclosingitbehindher.

Bontle:"hey.Whatwrong?Lookat

youreyes."Ijumpedonherand

sobbedonherchest."It'sokaynana,

yoursisterishere.Shhh."Afterafew

minutesofsobbingsheledmetothe

bed,wegotunderthecover.

Me:"Imsorryaboutyourblouse."

Bontle:"Nevermindtheblouse.Tell

mewhathappened."Inarratedthe

wholestorytoher,frombeginningto

endwithtearsgushingoutofmy



eyes,bythetimeIwasdoneshewas

fuming."Theydidwhat?!Whogave

Lumkatherighttoslapyou?!Tengif

youwerethewifetheyweretaking

about,whatmadethemthinktheyhad

therighttobeatyouup?!"Notbeat

upslap,butIdidn'thavethecourage

tocorrectinghersinceshewas

breathingfire.

Me:"calmdownBontle."

Bontle:"Calmdown?!Foreng?Have

youseenhowuglyyoulookwith

thosepuffyeyesandrednosenotto



mentionthosefivefingersonyour

cheekandyouaretellingto

calm.down?!Heh!Wahlanyawena!

Howdaretheyraisetheirhandsat

youandcayounameswithoutany

proof!!Lumkayenaotlonyela!Ketlo

mbontshamasepa!Yesesmarn!"

Me:"Pleaseausi!Idon'twantany

drama.Ijustwanttogetmymindof

things.CanIcomewithyoutoyour

house,Idon'twanttogohome."

Bontle:"Youdon'tevenneedtoask.

Youshouldhaveshouldupthe



minutetheydidthatshittoyou!

Comelet'sgo!"Wegotoffthebed,I

woremysleepersandtookmyand

wewentoutwithherpullingmyhand

likeI'makid.Whenwegotdownto

theloungeeveryonewasseated,

Sivuyilestooduptheminutehesaw

uscomedownthestairs.

Sivuyile:"Lu-"

Bontle:"Shutyourstupidtrap!I'm

takingBoitumelowithme!Anddon't

youdarethinkaboutsettingyourfoot

tomyhouseorIwillsetyouonfire."



Bontlewasreallyblowingthisoutof

proportionshame,thisisexactlywhyI

didn'twanthertoknow."Andwena!"

ShewaslookingatLumka"You

betterstartgoingtothegymbecause

soonmeandyouarehavingourown

wrestlingmatch!"Amen!Withthat

saidshepulledmyhandtohercarwe

gotinanddroveoff!

♡

♡

♡

♡

HELLO♡

Goeasyonthegirl!Don'tbeharsh



Imissedyouallsomuch!♡

[2/6,12:18PM]DeeBee:#Insert40
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□
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□
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Itwasthedayafterthewholedrama.

IwasstillatBontle'shouse,Ididn't

wanttogobackthereyesterdaybut

todayIamgoingback.Iwassittingin

theloungegoingthroughSivuyile's

countlessapologymessages.He's

beencallingandtextingsince



yesterday,he'ssisterstoo.TheQueen

hasbeenquiet,notthatIwas

expectinganapologyfromher,you

knowthatblackparentsnever

apologise.Bontlecametothelounge

andsatnexttome.

Me:"I'mgoingbacktoday."

Bontle:"Excuseme,what?Why?What

happenedtomakingthemsweata

bit."

Me:"EventuallyIwillhavetogobackI

amstuckwiththemremember,Ican't



justupandleave."

Bontle:"Ohyesyoucan.Akereyou

havebeenintroducedtotheir

ancestors?Soyoudon'tneedtobe

aroundthemanymore."

Me:"That'snottrue.Iampractically

chainedtothatfamilyfortherestof

mylife."

Bontle:"Igetthat,butthatdoesn't

meanyoushouldletthemtakeyou

forapoes."Ichuckledatthe'poes'

part



Me:"ButIneedtogobacktoday.

They'releavingforChulu'sceremony

latertoday."

Bontle:"So?It'snotlikeyouareher

mother,youarenotneededthere."I

lookedather."Keng?(What?)It'sthe

truthmos.Youarenotgoing

anywheretheyneedtoknowthat

theycan'ttakeyouforaride,phela

wenayouaremysister."

Me:"ButIneedtobethere."



Bontle:"Sayswho?Akoemehanyan

please.Youarenotgoinganywhere.

Iftheyreallywantyou,theywillcome

andfetchyouthemselvesandyou

willonlyleaveaftertheyhave

apologised!Futhitheyshould

apologisewithasheep,youarea

crownedprincessafterall!"Bontleis

dramaticmyGod!

Me:"Asheep?Haibo,theyarethe

oneswhogavemethattittle."

Bontle:"Yes,it'syourssotheyshould

dowhathastobedonewhen



apologisingtoafuturequeen."Amen!

Ican'twiththisone.

Me:"Iyoh."

Bontle:"Wenayouarenotgoing

anywhereuntiltheydorightbyour

family."

Me:"No!Idon'twantthefamilyto

know,youknowhowyourbrothers

are."

Bontle:"Wellifyoukeeponsayingyou



aregoingbacktheresosoon,Iwilllet

themknow."Wow!

Me:"Youwouldn't."

Bontle:"Tryme."Withthatsaidshe

stoodupandlefttothekitchen.My

sisterisonedramatichumanbeing.

Asheep?Really?Nowshewantsan

officialapology?Ichuckledatthose

thoughts.

●

○

SIVUYILE



Mom:"She'snotcomingwithus?"

Me:"Idon'tknowMa.Shehasn't

respondedtoanyofmytexts."

Mom:"EventheoneaboutChulu?"

Me:"Yes!"Iwasgettingirritated.

Mom:"Iyoh.Ithoughtshecaredabout

her."Ijustlookedatherandshook

myhead.



Dad:"Ofcourseshecaresabouther,

youcannotusethebabytomakeher

comebackrunninghere.Youhaveto

dothingstheproperway.Gotoher

andapologise.Idon'tunderstand

whyyoukeeponcallingherand

textingherwhileyoudidn'toffendher

byphone.Youwerestandingnextto

herwhenyousaidallthosehorrible

thingstoher,soifyouwantto

apologise,gotoher!"

Mom:"Intoni?(What?)Wemadea

mistake,sheshouldunderstand.Is

thiswhatshe'sgoingtodoeverytime

shefacesaprobleminhermarital



home?She'samarriedwife,afuture

queenatthat,sheshouldbeableto

handletheheat!"

Dad:"Asifyouwoulddothesameif

theroleswerereversed.Youkeepon

forgettingthatshedoesn'tneedus

anymore,wearetheoneswhoneed

her.Hersoulhasalreadybeing

connectedtoourancestors,that'sall

sheneededtowakeherupfromher

deepsleep.Whileinourcase,we

needhertosecurethethrone.

Withouther,welosethethrone!

Insteadofyoubusysayingstupid

thingshere,youshouldbelookingfor



herandgrovelingforherapologyand

prayingthattheMokoenasdon'tfind

outaboutthis,becauseyouknow

theydon'tplaywhenitcomestotheir

daughter."

Lumka:"Whatdowemeanweneed

hertosecurethethronedad?"

Dad:"Imeanexactlythat!"Hestood

upandleft.

Lumka:"WhatdidhemeanMah?"



Mom:"Idon'tknowmybaby."Itwas

silentforawhileuntilmyphone

decidedtodisruptme,itwasmy

unclecalling.ThankGodit'snotthe

media.

Me:"Tanci.Ngabeyonkeintoihamba

kakuhle?(Iseverythingokay?)"

Tanci:"Haykubindoda.Icalaleronti

kaMakhuluwakhosivukelitshile.

UMaNdekanankuuthiulungisaizinto

kunge'konakali.(Thesideofthehutis

burned.MaNdekaisheresayingyou

needtofixthingsbeforetheygetout



ofcontrol.)"

Me:"Ndilungiseizinto?Hay

andikufumanixhego.(Fixthings?I

don'tgetyouoldman.)"

Tanci:"Ewe.Utheikumkanikazi

ayigxothwakwayo,uthiumsebenzi

awuzulungaingekho

ikumkanikazi(Shesaid,aqueenmust

neverbechasedoutofherhouse.

Theceremonywon'tgowellwithout

her.)"

Me:"Njani?Umamanankuapha



akagxothwangamos.(How?Momis

her,noonechasedherout.)"

Tanci:"Haike,andazinam.Ndicinga

ubanikhawulezenifikeapha,ngiba

uthethaintoengavakalilomntu.(Hay,I

alsodon'tknow.Ithinkyoushould

hurryandgetherebecauseshe's

talkingalotofthingsthatdon'tmake

sense.)"

Me:"Ohhay,kulungile.

Ndizawukwazisautata."Wehungup.

Mom:"Kuthwandigxothwe



xakutheni?"

Me:"Hayandazinam.AllIknowis

thatweneedtogethomeASAP."

Lulama:"WhataboutLunathi?"

Me:"Iwilldealwithherwhenweget

back,thisisserious.Halfof

Makhulu'shuthasburntdown."

"Intoni?!"Thatwasdad.

Me:"Eish,eweTata.AndTancisaid



weneedtogethomequickly.And

apparentlyMaNdekaishavingoneof

herepisodes."

Dad:"LulamaandLumkagogetour

bags.SivuyiletellJongaandSizweto

getthecarsready,nkos'kazwena

lungisaumntana,Iwillcallthepilot.

Weareleavingin30minutes."He

rushedoutwithhisphoneonhis

hand.

◇

Fewhourslaterwehadalready

landedinEC.Wewerenowhomein



thethroneroomwhereMaNdekawas

busygrowlinglikeacrazywolf.

MaNdeka:"Abamboniapha.(Theysee

herhere)"

Dad:"Uban?"

MaNdeka:"Abamboni!Abamboni!"

Haike!Iwasgettingboredofthisnow.

"Iphiikumkanikazi?(Whereisthe

queen)"

Dad:"NankunjeMama.(heresheis.)"



MaNdeka:"Hayi!Hayiyena!Nditsho

okhethiwe(Nother!Imeanthechose

one!)"

Dad:"Sheisalsothechosenone."

MaNdeka:"Bavuyise!Youknowvery

wellwhoIamtalkingabout!Ewe

unkosikaziwakhongokhethiweyo.

ButIamtalkingaboutournew

chosenqueen!Hertimetorulehas

notcomeasyet,butsheisourqueen

too."



Dad:"ULunathi?OhhuhMama,ucele

ukuyobonaabakokwabonje

okwethutyana."MaNdekagrowled

evenlouder!Thismanjustlied,not

thatIwantedhimtotellthetruth

MaNdeka:"Bavuyise!!"Shewarned.

"Nimgxothelentoni?!

Ndandingatshongoubafanele

nimphathengentloniphoningamphuli

moya?!Ndatshondathilo

ngohlukileyo!Akafaninabanye

oKhethiwe.(Whydidyoukickherout?!

DidInottellyouthatyoumusttreat

herwithrespectandnotbreakher

soul?!Itoldyouthatsheisdifferent,



sheisnotliketheotherchosenones.)

ThisonehastheGodsonherside!

Evenifsheweretoleavebecause

youdidn'ttreatherright,theGods

wouldnotpunishher,insteadthey

wouldpunishyouandprotecther!!

Youneedhertokeepthiskingdomto

yourfamily!Doyouwanttolosethis

kingdomBavuyise?!Huh?!"

Dad:"HayiMama."

MaNdeka:"Thenwhydidyoudefymy

orders?"



Dad:"Noonekickedherout.Sheleft

onherown."

MaNdeka:"Afteryourwifeutteredthe

wordsthatshemustgetoutofher

house!Shemighthaveleftatherown

will,butyourwifestillsaidshemust

leavethehouse.Itwouldhavebeen

betterifshedidn'tleave,theGods

wouldnotbethisangry!Youbroke

herheart!Madehercry!Andkicked

herout!Andyoustillhaven't

apologised!"

Me:"WetriedtoapologiseMaNdeka."



MaNdeka:"Youmeanyoutried!Itstill

wasn'tenough!Thepersonthat

needstoapologisehasbot

apologised."Shelookedatmymom.

"Youalloweheranapology,

especiallyyouBhelekazi!"

Dad:"Andkendibaxel-"

MaNdeke:"NaweBavuyise!(Youtoo

Bavuyise!)"

Dad:"Mna?Andenzangantonje(Me?I



didn'tdoanything.)"

MaNdeka:"Exactly!Theceremonywill

notgoonwithoutLunathi.Youbetter

getherbackbeforetheceremony."

Me:"SoweneedtogobacktoJoburg

andapologise.Herbrothersaregoing

tomurderMe."

MaNdeka:"Youareluckythatshe

hasn'ttoldherfamily.Youbetter

hurrybeforeshedoes!Bhelekazi,

takemetomyhut."Momstoodup

andhelpedherout.



Me:"Nowwhat?"

Dad:"WearegoingbacktoJoburgto

fetchourchosenone."

●

○

"Wakeup!"ThatwasBontleshaking

me.

Me:"mmmhwhat?!"

Bontle:"Yourin-lawsarehere."I

quicklysatupstraight.



Me:"What?"

Bontle:"Yes"

Me:"Whoandwho?"

Bontle:"Sivuyile,theshedevil

sisters,theoldhag,theKingandtwo

men."

Me:"Whatdotheywant?"



Bontle:"Youofcourse?"

Me:"HowdidtheyknowIwashere?"

Bontle:"Itoldthem.ThelittleShe

devilaskedmewhereyouwere,I

assumedtheywantedtoapologise

soItoldher,Ididn'tknowshewas

goingtocomewiththewholevillage."

Me:"Whattimeisit?"

Bontle:"Justafter8."



Me:"Theyhaven'tleftforEC?"

Bontle:"Ayy,Idon'tknow.Goandask

themyourselves."

Me:"Wellmakethemsomethingto

drinkwhileIwashmyface."

Bontle:"Eng?Kagroceryamang?"

Me:"ComeonBontle."

Bontle:"Eh.Eh.Theydon'tdeserveto

usemyutensils,theyareluckythatI



evenletthemsitonmycouches.

Somethingtodrinkforthewhy?

Tjoh!"Sheturnedandleft.Iquickly

gotupandwentouttothebathroom

towashmyface.Iwenttothelounge

andindeedmyin-lawsweresitting

therewithoutanythingtodrink.

BontleandLizwiweresittingonthe

chairs,Iwenttositontheemptyone

inbetweenthem.

Lizwi:"Wecanbegin."

MrD:"Uhm.Lunathimntanam,we

wouldliketohumblyapologisefor



whatwedidtoyou.Itwaswrongof

ustoaccuseyouofsomethingwhile

wedidn'thaveproof."Whyishe

apologising?He'snottheonewho

wrongedme.

MrsD:"Yesmychild.Sisuke

sathathwangumsindo,wearereally

sorry.Ishouldn'thavecalledyouall

thosenames,itwaswrongofme.

Pleaseforgiveme."

Lumka:"Iamalsosorryforslapping

you."



Bontle:"Wena!Wena!"Shewas

pointingatLumka.

Lizwi:"Calmdownbaby."

Sivuyile:"Ishouldhavewaitedto

gatheralltheinformation.I'msorry,I

shouldn'thaveallowedmyselftobe

controlledbyemotions.Please

forgiveme,usandcomehome."Heh!

Comehomeneh.

Me:"Ihearyouall,Iamnotoneto

holdagrudge.Idoacceptyour

apology."BontlelookedatmelikeI



hadgrownasecondhead.

Bontle:"Accept?Justlikethat?Never!

Ifyouweretheonewhohaddoneall

thosethingstotheirpreciousson

theywouldwantyouapologisewitha

breathinganimal!"OhGoddon'ttell

methatmysisterwasseriousabout

thesheep."Wedemandthatyou

appeaseuswithalivingsheep!"

Appease,whatisshe?AGod?

Lulama:"Asheep?"

Bontle:"Youheardme.Whydoesit



havetobedifferentbecauseit'smy

sister?Sheisacrownedprincess,

shedoesn'tdeserveaplainapology.

Rekopankuhohlatswamotsewaba

Koena."Shewasn'tplaying.Shewas

reallyserious,tosayIwasshocked

wouldbeanunderstatement.Iturned

andlookedatLizwi,helookedlikehe

wantedtolaughsobad.

Sivuyile:"Wherearewegoingtogeta

sheepatthistime?"

Bontle:"Youcangetittomorrow."



Sivuyile:"Butweneedtogoback

homewithBoitumelotonight."

Bontle:"Haike,Iguessyouhaveto

makeaplanveryquicklycausemy

sisterisnotleavingthishousewitha

sheep."Mysisterisadramaqueen.

TheDlamini'sweredefeated.They

lookedliketheywereoutofoptions.

Uncle1:"uhm,youwillgetit."

MrD:"Shewill?"Helookedhim

confused.



Uncle1:"Yes.Andwhateverelseshe

wants."

Bontle:"Don'ttemptme,pleaseMr."I

wantedtolaughatthat.

Uncle:"Maybewecangiveittoyou

alreadyslaughteredandcutinto

piecessinceyoucan'tslaughterit

here."

Bontle:"No.Iwantitalive."Whatis

shegoingtodowithalivesheep?



Uncle:"Oh,uhmcanIpleasespeakto

youinprivate?"Hewaslookingat

Lizwiwhowaslaughingsilentlynext

tome.Hequicklycomposedhimself.

Lizwi:"Ofcourse."Heledthewayout

thehouse.The2uncles,theKingand

Sivuyilefollowedhim.Theyleftusin

averyawkwardsilence.

Me:"Thisisawkward."Iwhisperedto

Bontle



Bontle:"Noit'snot.RightnowIwant

tobeatthesetwoshedevil's."She

whisperedback.Wellshewas

whisperingabitloud

Me:"whatoftheycanhearus."She

justlookedme.

Bontle:"SotellmeLumka,whatmade

youthinkyoucanlayyourskinny

handonmysister?"

Lumka:"Uhm,I'mreallysorryabout

that."



Bontle:"Ididn'taskyoutoapologise,I

justaskedaquestionthatneedsan

answer.Anywaytellme,whenarewe

havingourwrestlingmatch?ImeanI

can'tletyougetawaywithbeating

mysisterup."Shedidn'tbeatmeup,

itwasjustaslap.

Me:"Bo-"

Bontle:"Shutup."Iyoh!Ikeptquiet."I

wasthinkmaybe,onthe31st.What

doyouthink?"Lumkajustlookedat

herlikeshewasgoingcrazy,maybe



shewasindeedgoingcrazy."No

response?WellIguessIwillhaveto

organiseeverythingforusthen."My

sisterisreallycrazy.The'men'came

backinsideafterafewminutes.It

hasbeendecidedthatIwillleavewith

theDlaminifamilytonight,muchto

mysister'sdisapprovalsinceshe

didn'tgethersheepbutthepromised

tohaveitdeliveredtoherfirstthing

tomorrowmorning,whichIknowisa

lie.Iwasnotreallythrilledaboutthis

goingbacktotheDlaminis

decision,butIwashappythatIwas

goingtoattendChulu'sceremony.

Wehadalreadylandedandwerenow



travellingbycarstotheXhosa

Kingdom,IwaswithSivuyileandhis

sisters.Theytriedtomakea

conversationwithmebutIwasn't

havingit,Iwasjustgivingthemone

wordansweruntiltheyfinallydecided

toleavemealoneandwetravelledin

silence.Theminuteweenteredthe

Compoundtherainstartedpouring,I

don'tknowwhy.Theguardsquickly

cametouswithumbrellasaswe

jumpedoffthecarsandintothe

house.Sinceitwasalreadylate,I

wentstraighttomybedroomwithmy

bagofclothes,whichIhadpacked

fromBontle'shouse.Ichangedinto



mysilknightdressandgotinunder

thecover.

Iwasonmyphonesurfingthe

internet,unfortunatelyThandiweand

Lamlaniwerestilltrending,what

mademattersworsewasthatthe

royalfamilywasalsodraggedinto

thisscandal.Idialedanumberonmy

phone,shepickedupafterthefirst

ring.

Me:"Moghel!Howareyou?"

Zintle:"Yeey!Don'taskmethat,why

didn'tyoutellmethatmadamBarbie



gotherselfinvolvedinasex

scandal?"

Me:"EyyfriendIalsohadmyown

dramatodealwith."

Zintle:"Drama?Whathappened?"I

startednarratingthewholestoryto

her."Bontlewillneverchange

shame."Shesaidasshelaughed.

Me:"Istillcan'tbelievethatshe

actuallydemandedasheepfrom

themandshewassoserious."She

laughedevenmore.



Zintle:"Youknowyiursisterisa

dramaqueen.MinaIcan'tbelieve

thattheroyalfamilythoughtyou

werethegurlonthetape."

Me:"Imagine!That'showlowthey

thinkofme.Iamsodisappointed,I

don'tevenwannamakenicewith

anyoneherecauseIdon'tthinkIwill

beabletohandleitwhentheyturn

theirbackonmeagain."

Zintle:"Don'tvele!Theydon'tdeserve

yourfriendship.Justbeciviltowards



them,butdon'tformastrongbond

withthemcauseyoucanseethat

theywouldturntheirbacksonyou

withinsplitsecond."

Me:"Yeahneh?Anywho,where'syour

sister?"

Zintle:"She'sinherroomhidding.She

gotabeatingofalifetimephela,

maybeshe'slickingherwounds."She

burstoutwithlaughter.

Me:"Beating?Fromwho?"



Zintle:"Momanddad.Mombaptised

herwithafewslaps,whiledad

workedonherbodywithherbelt.You

shouldhaveseenherscreamingand

crying!I'veneverlaughedsohardin

myentirelife."

Me:"Thisisdisturbing.Whywould

youlaughatyoursistergettinga

hiding?"

Zintle:"Heh!AwumaziuThandiwe

wena(youdon'tknowThandiwe.)I

grewupwiththischick,shedeserves



thistreatmentIamgivingher."

Me:"Iwouldliketoknowthestory

behindyourfeudwithyoursister

somedayyaz."

Zintle:"Onedayyouwillgirl.Iforgot

totellyou!Iamgoingonabaecation

withThamitomorrow."

Me:"Wenanah?Tshisagirl!Where

areyouguysgoing?"

Zintle:"Durban.Anddon'tworry,Iwill



bebackbeforethe31st.Minanawe

aregoingclubbingonthe31st....Well

withThami'sfriends."

Me:"YouknowIdon'tlikeclubs."

Zintle:"YeahIknow,that'swhyIwas

tellingyouandnotaskingyou."I

rolledmyeyes.

Me:"Bu-"Knock!Knock!Iignoredit.

"ButIdon'twanttogo,especiallyon

theb-"Knock!Knock!Aghh!



Zintle:"Someoneisatthedoor."

Me:"Iknow.Comein!"Andinentered

thehusband."Girl,thehusbandhas

justentered.Wewilltalktomorrow

neh"

Zintle:"Don'tgivehimthecookie,he

doesn'tdeserveit."Ilaughed.Sivuyile

wentontheothersideofthebed

Me:"Don'tworryIwon't."Hegotin

underthecovers.



Zintle:"goodgirl!YouknowIhavea

mindofdraggingthiscallandnotlet

youhangupsothatyouguysdon't

gettotalk."Ilaughed.

Me:"Youevilchild!"

Zintle:"Imserious.Bitbecause

tomorrowIhavetowakeupearly,I

won'tdothat.Usindileuswine!Bye

boo,Iloveyou."

Me:"Iloveyoumorehun."Wehungup.

Theidiotnexttomewaslookingup

attheceiling,notsayinganything.



Sivuyile:"Imsorry."Hesaidaftera

longsilence.

Me:"You'vealreadyapologised."

Sivuyile:"ButIfeellikeyouhaven't

forgivenmethough."Ikeptquiet

"Haveyou?"

Me:"Ihave."

Sivuyile:"Thenwhyhaven'tyousaida

wordtomesinceweleftyoursister's



house?"

Me:"Therewasnothingtosay."

Sivuyile:"There'salottosay.Youcan

tellmehowmuchyouhatemeafter

whatIdidtoyou."

Me:"Idon'thateyou."Damn!IswearI

didn'tmeantosaythat.Icouldfeel

hissmile.Thepointistomakehim

grovelforyourforgivenessnotmake

himsmiledumbass!



Sivuyile:"WellI'mgladtohearthat.

ThatmeansIcansleepheretonight?"

Me:"Ifyouwantto."I'mstupid!Iknow!

Sivuyile:"CanIholdyou?"

Me:"No.Youcansleephere,butdo

nottouchme."Okay!"Goodnight

Sivuyile."

Sivuyile:"Butwearestilltalkingnje."

Me:"Iwanttosleep."



Sivuyile:"Goodnightmylove."Eh!I'm

his'love'now?Wow!

•

°

•

°

BestsisterawardgoestoBontle!

WhatisitthatyoudoNOTlikeabout

Boitumelo?

[2/6,12:18PM]DeeBee:#Insert41
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●

○

●

○

IwokeuptoSivuyilestaringatme.

Me:"Dude,that'screepy.Whyareyou

startingatmesoearlyinthe

morning?"

Sivuyile:"Morningtoyoutoo.If

admiringmywife'sbeautyisacreepy

thenIguessIamacreep."Irolledmy

eyes.Igotoffthebedandwent



straighttothebathroom,Itooka

shower.Icameoutandwenttothe

closettolookforsomethingtowear.

"Uhmbabe.Youneedtowearthe

sameclothesyouwerewearingthe

dayafterwegotmarried!"He

shoutedfromthebedroomasIwas

stillinadilemmaofchoosingan

outfit.Iwenttostandbythecloset

door

Me:"Why?"

Sivuyile:"Because,mostoftheelders

arehere.Youknowhowtraditional



oldfolksare."

Me:"Here?Atthistime?Imeanthe

ceremonyistomorrow."

Sivuyile:"Theygothereyesterday,

somearearrivingtoday.Weasthe

Dlaminifamilyhavetobeinthesame

yardthedaybeforetheceremony.It's

tradition."Ididn'tevenaskanymore

questions.Iwenttobackintothe

closetandchoseasimplelong

sleeveddress,itwasbelowtheknee.

Luckilyforme,mymotherinlaw

giftedmewiththingsthatIwould



needtodressuplikea"respectful

makoti",Iamtalkingabout,head

wraps/scarvestocovermyupper

bodyandsometoplacearoundmy

waistandofcourse"ifaskoti"of

whichIwasnotplanningon

wearing,theymademelookveryold.I

wasonlygoingtousethescarves

andsmallblankets(itshali/tshale).

Iwentbacktotheroomalready

dressedinmyattire,ImustsayI

lookedgood,Isawthatinthe

mirror,Lol.Istoppedonmytracksas

Icouldn'tbelievewhatIsawbefore

me.Sivuyile,myspoiltarrogant

'husband'wasmakingthebed,well



hewastryingtomakeit.

Me:"Letmehelpyouwiththat."

Sivuyile:"It'sfineIwillmanage."I

laughedalittle.

Me:"Iinsist."

Sivuyile:"Why?AmInotdoingit

right?"

Me:"Somethinglikethat.Marao

zameshame(butyoutried)"Itook



overthejob,withinafewminutesI

wasdone."There!That'showyoudo

it."

Sivuyile:"Iwasalsogoingtomakeit

likethat."Ichuckled.

Me:"Imsureyouwere."Helaughed.

Sivuyile:"Canwesitandtalk."Ireally

don'twanttotalk.

Me:"Nocando.Ineedtogettothe

kitchenasinnow,yourcrazyauntis



herephela."

Sivuyile:"Haysuka,Theycanwait."

Me:"Niceforyoutosay.Youwon'tbe

theonewhoenduresherharsh

words."

Sivuyile:"Shewouldn'tdaresay

anythingharshtoyou."

Me:"Youneverknowwiththe

Dlaminis,theyallhavesharp

tongues."



Sivuyile:"What'sthatsupposedto

mean?"

Me:"Nothing,nothingatall.Ineedto

go,wenagoandtakeabath."I

quicklyexistedtheroomleavinghim

callingbehindme.Heneedstoknow

thatImighthaveforgiventhem,but

I'vecertainlynotforgottenwhatwent

downafewdaysago.

Thepalacewasbuzzingwithpeople,

everyonewasbusywithsomething.It

wasupanddown,inandout.Idon't

getwhytheyweremakingsuchabig



dealoutofasmallceremony.The

minuteIgottothekitchen,theevil

auntinstructedmetomakebreakfast

foralltheelders,itwashecticbut

luckilyoneofSivuyile'scousins

Asenathiwastherehelpingme.I

hadn'tseenLumkaandLulamasince

Icamedownhere.

○

Iwasnowinmyroomchillingwith

AsenathiandChuluwhowasbusy

lookingatmeandsmilingfor

absolutelynoreason.Shewaswith

Sivuyile'ssistersthisentiretime,the

minuteIsawherIjumpedforherand

kissedheralloverthefacebutwhenI



gaveherbacktoLumkashestarted

crying,soIhadnochoicebuttobring

heruptomyroomwithme.

Asenathi:"thankGodthedayis

almostover."

Me:"Yeahneh.SisNomthuthuzeli

sureknowshowtomakeaperson

work."Nomthuthuzeliisthe

"evil/crazy"aunt.

Asenathi:"Iwonderhowhersister

wivescopewithher."



Me:"Sisterwives?"

Asenathi:"Yeah,TanciMthobelelihas

3wives.Nomthuthuzelibeingthe

firstone,followedbySimanyethen

Akhani."

Me:"woah,Ididn'tknowthat."

Asenathi:"Didn'tyouseethetwo

beautifulladiesthatwerewearing

dressesthatalmostlookedsimilar."



Me:"Thosetwoclassyladiesare

Tanci'swives?"Iwasshocked.

Asenathi:"Yep.Theyhavetheirown

business,whileNomthuisahouse

wife."

Me:"Yoh!Nowonderthepoorladyis

sobitter."

Asenathi:"Letsstoptalkingabout

them.Tellmemoreaboutyourself."I

hatethatquestion,orstatement.



Me:"Uh,there'snothingtotellreally.

I'mjustasimplegirl."Ididn'tknow

whattosay.

Asenathi:"WellIwilltellyouabout

myselfthen."Ididn'taskhertodo

that.MaybeIshouldkeepmy

thoughtstomyself."IamAsenathias

youknow,Thobela'ssecondborn,I

am19yearsofage,Iamgoingtodo

myfirstyearinLLBinUJ.Idon't

reallyhavefriends.OhhhandIdon't

haveaboyfriendtoo."SeewhyI

neveranswerthe"tellmeabout

yourself"questions,becauseyouend

upsayinguneccesarythings.



Me:"UJhuh?Nice."Iwasn'taboutto

tellherthatIamalsogoingtoUJ,I

don'twanttobefriendwithher.I

havedecidedtokeeptheDlamini

familyatthecivilizationzone,not

friendship/closezone.

Asenathi:"Iknowright!Ican'twaitto

gettothecityandexplore,

experiencefreedomandlivemylife

tothefullest!"Hehseemslikethis

oneisgoingtobeaproblem.My

phonebeepedjustasIwasplacinga

sleepingChuluonthebed.



"Wanttocomewithmetotown?"

Sivuyile.

"No.I'mtired."Iresponded,thenI

switchedoffmyphonebecauseI

knewhewasgoingtocallmeas

soonasherecievesthetext,Ijust

praythathedoesn'tcomeinhere.

Asenathi:"Youaresuchagood

motheryazi."Shewaslookingatme

withasmile,whichIgladlyreturned.



Me:"Thanks,Itry."

Asenathi:"Heh!Sotellme,Ihearthat

bhutihasanotherwifeandthatwife

recentlyhadasexscandal."Ohboy!

Herewego!

Me:"Yeah,Thandiwe."

Asenathi:"Hehntombi,howdidyou

feelaboutsharingyourman?"Really?!

Me:"Hewasnotmyman,stillisn't."



Asenathi:"Whatdomean?Heisyour

man,youguysaremarried."

Me:"Yeah,onlytoconvincethe

ancestors,otherwisethereisnolove

betweenus."

Asenathi:"Hay!Ithiuyadlalawena."

Me:"Imserious.Heisinlovewith

Thandiwe."

Asenathi:"HayIdon'tbelievethat,not

afterIsawthewayhewaslookingat



youtoday.Thatguylovesyou,maybe

youaretooblindtosee."

Me:"Yeahright."IrolledmyeyesasI

gotamemoryofafewdaysago.

Asenathi:"I'mserious,phelaIknow

thesethings."

Me:"Wellexpertthistimearoundyou

arewrong,Sivuyiledo-"Iwas

interupptedbythedooropening.

"Speakofthedevilandheshall

appear."IwhisperedtoAsenathiwho

laughed.



Sivuyile:"Areyouready?"Hewas

lookingatme

Me:"Forwhatnow?"

Sivuyile:"IsentyouatextnjeLunathi."

Me:"AndIreplied."

Sivuyile:"ComeonNathi,wewillbe

quick."Nathi?That'sanewone



Asenathi:"Quick?Mmmh."Shehada

smirkonherface,Iignoredher

Me:"ImreallytiredSivuyile.PlusI

wanttospendtimewithRatu."

Sivuyile:"Doingwhat?She'ssleeping."

Me:"Shewillwakeupsoon,she's

beensleepingforquietsometime

now."Ilied

Sivuyile:"Wewilltakeherwithus

then."



Me:"Areyoucrazy?She'sstill

sleeping,Iwon'twakeherup."

Sivuyile:"Wewillwaitforhertowake

upthen."

Me:"She'snotgoingtowakeup

anytimesoon."

Sivuyile:"Butyousaidshewillwake

upsoon."Ohsnap!

Me:"Ohuhm..uhIdidsaythatdidn't



I."Asenathilaughedoutloud.

Asenathi:"Youguysaresocute."She

carriedonlaughingevenafterthe

stareIgaveher.

Sivuyile:"Whydoesitseemlikeyou

don'twanttogowithmebaby?"Baby?

Right!

Asenathi:"Baby?Iyoh."Shewas

startingtoannoymenow.

Me:"Iamreallytired.Iwasworkingall



day,yousawthat.Whatareyou

goingtobuyanyway?"

Sivuyile:"Alcoholfortomorrow."

Alcohol,wow!Isighedinfrustration.

Me:"Youreallycameupheretobeg

metogowithyoutobuyalcohol?

ReallySivuyile?Andyouevenwanted

ustogowithRatu!Wahlanyamara?"

Sivuyile:"Yeah,what'swrongwith

that?"Ilookedathimabitangry.



Me:"ByebyeSivuyile.Iamsureoneof

yourMALEcousinswillbewillingto

gowithyou."Iemphasisedonmale.

Whywouldheaskmetogobuy

alcoholwithhim?WhatdoIknow

aboutalcohol.

Sivuyile:"Asenathicouldyouplease

giveusamoment."

Asebathi:"Ofcourse.Takeallthetime

youneed.AndIwilltakethesleeping

beautywithme"Shegavemea

naughtysmileasshewentoutthe

doorwithasleepingChulu,Idon't



evenknowWhyshewastakingher.

Sivuyilecametositnexttomeonthe

couch

Sivuyile:"What'swrongbaby?Whyare

youangryatme."

Me:"I'mnotangry,I'mannoyedat

you."

Sivuyile:"Why?WhatdidIdo?"

Me:"haonahanasometimes

wena(Youdon'tthinksometimes.).



Plusyouareselfish."

Sivuyile:"Selfish?Mnababy?(me

baby?)"

Me:"Yes.Ifyouwerenotselfish,you

wouldn'tbeherebeggingmetogoto

theshopswithyouafteryousawhow

hardIwasworkingtoday.Yousaw

yourauntwasliterallyonmyneck

makingmedoalmosteverything.

InsteadofunderstandingwhenItell

youthatIamtired,wenaomo(you

arehere)askingmetocomewith

you."Iwasreallyannoyed.



Sivuyile:"I'msorrybaby,Ithoughtyou

didntwanttospendtimewithme

that'swhyIwasheretryingto

persuadeyoutocomewithme."

Me:"Wellnexttime,useyourbrain."I

don'tknowwherethatcamefrom.

Sivuyile:"Haike

Lunathi,sund'qhela(don'tgetfamiliar

withme.)I'msorryforwhatIdid,I

waswrongbutthatdoesn'tgiveyou

therighttodisrespectme."Iyoh!I

wentmutesametime."Whydon'tI



giveyouamassage?"Thisguyis

bipolarIswear,onesecondagohe

waspissedandnowhe'sofferingme

amassage.

Me:"Youhavetogototown

remember."

Sivuyile:"Iwill,butafterImakeyou

feelgood."Okay!Idon'tthinkhe's

talkingaboutthemassage.Ilooked

athim,hehadanaughtysmileonhis

face.Istooduponmyfeet.

Me:"No!"Helaughed



Sivuyile:"What?Youdon'twanta

massage?"

Me:"Youknowverywellthatyou

werenottalkingaboutthat."He

laughedagain.

Sivuyile:"WhatwasItalkingabout

ke?"HestoodInfrontofme,hewas

close,waytooclose."Huh?"He

directedhisfacetomyneckand

startedplantingkissesthere,damnit

feltgood!Iheardmyselfmoan,I

didn'tmeanto.



Me:"Mmmh,stopSivuyile."

Sivuyile:"Areyousureyouwantmeto

stopbaby?"No!

Me:"Mmmmh."Mybreathhitchedas

hesuckedonneck,I'mprettysure

thatisgoingtoleaveamark.

Sivuyile:"Areyousureyouwantmeto

stop?"Hewaslookingatme,whilehis

handswereonmywaist,damnhe

lookedsexy,Iwantedhim.It'sbeena



whileafterall.Idon'tknowwhat

happenedbutIfoundmyselfleaning

overandkissinghimwhileonmy

tippytoes,hegladlyrespondedtothe

kiss.Ourtonguesweremaneuvering

eachotherinaveryperfectrhythm,

thiswasn'ttheslowtypeofkiss,it

wasthe'fuck-me-rightnow'typeof

kissfilledwithpassionandemotions.

Icouldfeelmyselfdampendown

thereasIheldhisharddickinmy

hand.Clothesstartedleavingour

bodiesonebyone,Iwasnowinmy

undieswhenhelaidmeonthebed.

Hegotontopofme,startedkissing

meonceagain,hewentalltheway



downtomynana,leavingtrailsof

kissesonmybody.

Sivuyile:"You'vebeenwaitingforthis,

haven'tyoubaby?"Hesaidwhenhe

placedhisfingeronmycoverednana.

Ihidmyfacewithmyhands."Don't

beshy,I'vebeenwaitingforthistoo.

I'vebeenwaitingtobeburymyselfin

yourhothoneypotagain."Canhe

stoptalkingalready!Asifhereadmy

mind,hetookofmypantyand

startedfeedingonmydrippingwet

nana,Icouldn'tholdmyscreams,I

swearifthesewallsweren'tsound

proof,peopleintheloungewithhear



myscreams.Heworkedhistongue

onmynana,focusingmoreonmyclit,

hewassuckingreallyhardIcould

feelmyselfabouttoexplode....few

secondslater,Icouldn'tholdmyself,

Ireleasedaverymuchanticipated

liquid.Hestoodupandlookedatme,

hiseyeswerebloodred,Iwantedhim

insidemeIcouldn'twaitanylonger.

Hetookoffhisjeans,theminutehe

tookoffhisunderwearJamasprung

outlikeacagedanimalthat'sbeen

waitingtobereleased,Icouldfeel

myselfgettinghornierasIlookedat

uJama.Iwasnowseatedonmybutt

onthebedwithonlymybraon.He



cometomeandkissedmeonce

again,Ididn'twantanykisses,I

wanteduJamahisfingerwasn't

doingmeanyjusticedownthere.

Me:"PleaseSivuyile....puthimin

alreadyplease."Ican'tbelievethis

wasmebeggingforadick?!Awhole

BoitumeloBrittanyMokoena,Mama

wouldbeshocked,Bontlewouldbe

proud,mybrotherswouldbemad!

Damn!WhyamIeventhinkingabout

myfamily.

Sivuyile:"Whatdoyouwantbaby?



Tellme."Hewassuckingonmy

nipple

Me:"Iwanthim."

Sivuyile:"Himwho?"

Me:"Ahhhhh,JamaMmmmh."

Sivuyile:"Wheredoyouwanthim?"

Whyishedoingthistome.

Me:"InsidemehleSivuyile."



Sivuyile:"Whatdoyouwantmetodo

withhim?"

Me:"Mmmmh."

Sivuyile:"Tellmebaby,don'tbeshy."

Me:"Iwantyoutofuckme!"YesIjust

saidthat!Whatishappeningtome.

Helookedatmeandsmiled.He

gentlylaidmeonmyback,spreadmy

legsopen,heclimbedontopofme

thenhedirectedJamaintomynana,a



perfectmatch.Eachthrustcamewith

myscreamandhisgroans,itwasa

perfectmelody.Hewasgoingfast,

hewasfuckingmenotmakinglove

tomeandIwasnotcomplaining.We

bothreachedourclimax,oneafterthe

other.Helaidnexttomecatchinghis

breath,Iwasalsodoingthesame,I've

forgottenhowamazingthisfeelingis

Ican'tbelieveI'vebeendenying

myselfsuchpleasure.

Sivuyile:"I'vemissedthis.I'vemissed

missedyoursweethotpussy,ikhaya

likaJama(Jama'shome.)"Hemade

melookathim



Me:"Ican'tbelieveyoumademesay

allthosethings."Hechuckled.

Sivuyile:"Ididn't.Iwon'tsayIdidn't

enjoyhearingyousaythemthough."I

burriedmyselfinhischestashe

laughed."Shouldwegoforanother

round?"IwouldlovetoobutIwastoo

tired.

Me:"Youstillhavetogoto

town,remember."



Sivuyile:"Ahh!Iforgot!Whattimeisit

anyway."

Me:"Probablypastfive."

Sivuyile:"Westillhavetime"he

caressedmybutt.

Me:"NoIwanttosleepnow,andyou

shouldgoandtakeashowerand

leave."

Sivuyile:"Idon'twanttogo."Ismiled.



Me:"Youhaveto."Iraisedmyhead

andpeckedonhislips.Hepulledme

backforaslowfrenchkiss.

Sivuyile:"Wearedoingthisagain

tonight."Ilaughed.

Me:"TsamayaVuvu(GoVuvu)"

Sivuyile:"Yabonake."Ilaughed."Plus

2moreroundsfortonight.

Bendizok'sizelandithi5butsinceyou

calledmethatit'sgoingtobe7."I

laughed.



Me:"Wellthankyoufornotifyingme

earlier,youaresleepinginyourroom

tonight."

Sivuyile:"WewillseeaboutthatMrs

Dlamini."Hestoodupand

disappearedintothebathroom,he

camebackwithawettowelhewiped

offthejuicesonme.Ican'tbelieveI

justhadsexwithSivuyileand

surprisinglyIdon'tfeelguiltylikeI

normallydoafterwehavesex.He

wasnowtakingashowerwhileIwas

chattingtoBontlewhowastellingme



thathersheephasn'tbeendelivered

asyet.

Bontle:"Tellthatmanofyoursthathe

iscostingmemarn."

Me:"Costingyouhow?"

Bontle:"Ialreadyhaveabuyerforthat

sheep.Andhe'swastingmytime."

Me:"Buyer?Whatbuyer."

Bontle:"Yes,afriendofminehasan



ancestralceremonyonSundayandI

promisedtogetherasheepcheap

cheap."Bontle!Ilaughed

Me:"andwenayouthinkyouare

goingtogetasheepfromthe

Dlaminis?"

Bontle:"Yesofcourse.Theybetter

sendthroughthatsheepbefore

middaytomorroworelsetheywill

knowwhatdramais."Ilaughedonce

more.

Me:"HaymarnBontle,tellyourfriend



togobuyitsomewhere."

Bontle:"Somewhereyang?Iwantthat

sheep.Youtellhimthat."

Me:"Whydon'tyoutellhimyourself."

Bontle:"Areyousureyouwantmeto

dothat?"Ohboy!"BecauseIdon't

mind,Iwasjustgivingyouachance

toremindhimgently."Lol.

Me:"Yesausi,Iamsure.Ihavetogo

takeashower,chatlater."Iwent



offline.

"What'scrackingyouupsomuch?"

Me:"Bontle,andsheisnotahappy

ladywheresheisrightnow."

Sivuyile:"Why?"

Me:"Youwillfindoutsoon.Ineedto

gotakeashower."Igotupfromthe

bedandheadedtothebathroom.

"Heyy!"Iexclaimedwhenhespanked

myass.



Sivuyile:"Tight!"Hewinkedatme

Me:"Perv."HelaughedasIclosedthe

door.

○

FOLLOWINGDAY

Thedayoftheceremonywasfinally

here.I'vebeenupsince5o'clock,I

wascookingwithsomeladies.By12

middaytheyardwasbuzzingwith

people,alotofvillagerswere

present,Iguessthat'swhathappens

whenthereisaceremonyatthe

palace.



Asenathi:"Couldyoutakeoffthat

poloneck,it's26degreesouthere

geez."

Me:"Imcold."

Asenathi:"Don'tsayIdidn'twarnyou

whenyoufaint."Itwasindeedvery

hottoday,butIwasveryapoloneck,I

amtalkingaboutthefluffywinter

kindofpoloneck.IhadnochoiceI

hadtohidethelovebitesthatSivuyile

leftonmeyesterday.



Me:"Iwon'tfaint."

"Apoloneckinthisheat?"Iturned

andlookedather.

Me:"Notyoutoo."Irolledmyeyes.

Lumka:"Lookatyou,youaresweating.

Takeitoffsisiwedon'twantyouto

faint,Sivuyilewouldmurderus."

Me:"Iamnotfeelinghothlebatho."

Asenathi:"Sheisstubborn,I'vebeen



tellinghertotakeitoff.Can'tthey

leavemealone.Iwalkedawayfrom

themtalkingabouthowIamgoingto

faintorevenworsesufferfroma

heatstroke,theyaresodramatic.I

bumpedintoSivuyileonmyway.

Sivuyile:"Hey."Hebeamed!Ihaven't

seenhimsinceourlastencounter,

yeshedidn'tsleepinmyroomlast

nightthatmeaskwedidn'thavesex.

Me:"Hi."

Sivuyile:"Whereareyourushingoff



too?"

Me:"Imjusttryingtogetawayfrom

yoursisters,they'vebeenpestering

meaboutmypoloneck."

Sivuyile:"Butnawewhyareyou

wearingoneonsuchahotday?"

Me:"Becausesomeonedecidedto

leavebedroomevidenceonmyneck!"

Helookedatmeandlaughed.

Sivuyile:"Bedroomevidence?Wow!



Wheredidyoucomeupwiththat.Let

meseemymarks."Ihavehiman

annoyedlook."Ijustwanttosee

hawu."Hecamecloserandpulled

downmypoloneckabit.

Me:"Yousee?Ican'twalkaround

withthatinfrontofelders."He

laughed

Sivuyile:"Lightskinproblems.Idon't

thinkthisisgoingtogoawayanytime

soon."

Me:"Iwilluseanoniontoremoveit



ngeke."Hefrowned."Anyway,how

diditgointhere?"

Sivuyile:"Everythingwentwell,the

ancestorshaveacceptedher.Sheis

officiallyaDlaminiprincess."He

beamedwithasmile,happiness

writtenalloverhisface.

Me:"Whereisshe?Iwanttoseeher."

Sivuyile:"MaNdekaisstillbusywith

her."



Me:"Oh,atleasteverythingwent

well."

Sivuyile:"Yeah.Nowwecanstart

workingonourotherbaby."

Me:"Ehh,Whatotherbaby?"

Sivuyile:"TheonethatIlefttogrowin

youyesterday."

Me:"unfortunatelyforyoumister,I'm

onbirthcontrol."



Sivuyile:"What?Whydidn'tyoutell

me."

Me:"ukuzekuzokwenzekalan?Wait!

Didyouwanttogetmepregnanton

purpose?!"

●

□

●

□

Sivuyilekeepsfuckingup!
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3MONTHSLATER!

Thingsweregoinggreat,it'sbeena

monthsinceIstartedwithmystudies

unfortunatelyforme,Iwasstuckwith

LLBinsteadofpsychology.Things

betweenmeandSivuyileweregreat,

wewerefinallygivingourmarriagea

try.Wehadtodothingsfromthe

beginningthough,bythatImeanhim

askingmeoutonaproperdateandI

mustsayheisnotromanticatall,he

triesyenashamebutstillheisnot



romanticbutIappreciateeverything

hedoesforme.Chuluwasnowa

sweetheart,shewas4monthsold

andshehadgrownfrombeinga

cryingprincess.Sheisnowthis

princesswho'salwayshappytosee

mommywhenshecomesbackfrom

school.Imustsayjugglingschool

andthebabywasnoteasyespecially

becauseIhadanotherbigbabythat

alwayswantedmyattention.

ItwasaMondaymorning,Iwas

gettingreadytogotoschool,while

Sivuyilewassleepingandwatching

goupanddowntheroom.



Sivuyile:"Youaregoingtobelate."

Me:"Ifyoustoptalkingtome,Iwill

finishintime."Helaughed

Sivuyile:"soI'mtheonewho'smaking

youlate?"

Me:"Yes."IcheckedtoseeifIhad

everythingIwasgoingtoneedinmy

bag."Alldone!"

Sivuyile:"Imtakingyoutocampus

today,I'vealreadytoldSizwe."Sizwe



ismydriver.AfterChulu'sceremony

Sivuyilefinallydecidedtohavea

securitydetailofhisown,wellhe's

fatherconvincedhim.Apparentlyit's

notsafeforacrownedPrincetolive

withoutsecurities.Wehadtwo

guardsatthegateandafewplaced

atthecornersoftheyard,wealso

hadtwohelpers,forcleaningand

takingcareofChulutheywerealso

chosenbytheKing,apparentlyit's

peoplefromthevillage.

Me:"Youarenotevendressed.You

arereallygoingtomakemelate."



Sivuyile:"Iwillgetdressedquickly."

Me:"Ihavetobeinclassin10

minutes,andwehaveMrIshwak

classthatmandoesn'ttoleratelate

coming."

Sivuyile:"Finethen!Let'sgo."Hegot

outthebedinonlyhisboxers,hissix

packwasouttoplay!"Letsbaby."

Me:"Lookinglikethat?"



Sivuyile:"Yes.Youweretheone

complainingaboutbeinglate.

Masambeke(let'sgothen.)"Hewas

serious.Igrabbedmybagandlooked

athimshocked,heshruggedhis

shouldersandlefttheroom.Iwas

stilldumbfounded,Iquicklyfollowed

afterhim.Luckilyforusboththe

helperswerenotinsightwhenwe

gottothelounge.Wegotinthecar

anddroveoftoschool.

Me:"Youareseriouslytakingmeto

schoolinonlyyourboxer's?"



Sivuyile:"Itstillhasn'tregistered?

Wow."Hesaidcasually.Thisguy

needsserioushelp."Youstillhaven't

cometoadecisionaboutthe

personalsecurityguard?"

Me:"Stopcoatingit,youmeanabody

guard."

Sivuyile:"Whateveryouwannacallit.

YouneeditLunathi."

Me:"Why?Idon'tseeareasonto

havesomeonefollowingmearound

everydaylikemylifeisindanger."



Sivuyile:"Yourlifeisalwaysindanger,

youaremarriedintoaprominent

family,youareacrownedPrincess

thatonitsownputsyourlifein

danger."

Me:"I'mstillnotconvinced."

Sivuyile:"Lunathi,mybusinessis

growinginahighspeedthatsurely

putsatargetonmybackandmy

family'sback."



Me:"Youarenottheonlyonewho

hasasuccessfulsurgerySivuyileand

Iamhundredpresentsurethatthose

peopledonothavebodyguards

followingthemaround."

Sivuyile:"Thatsbecausetheyhave

beeninbusinessforsuchalongtime,

plustheyarenotroyalty."Thecar

cametoahalt,wehadarrivedat

school.

Me:"That'smystop."Ipeckedonhis

lips.



Sivuyile:"Wearestilltalking."

Me:"I'malreadylate.Byebabe."I

quicklygotoutthecarandclosed.He

calledafterme,Iturnedandsawthat

thismoronwasstandingoutsidethe

carinhisboxers!Studentswere

staring,mostlygirls.Irushedtohim

andtriedpushinghiminthecar.

Sivuyile:"What?"

Me:"Youarenotwearinganything

Sivuyile!"Isaidwithmyteethpressed

together.



Sivuyile:"Ohshit!"Hegotinthecar

whilelaughing,Iwasannoyed!"Don't

bemad,theycanlookbuttheycan't

touch."Mxm.Iturnedandmarched

towardsthecampusentrancein

frustrationthisfool.Imadeaquick

runtoclassandluckyforme,the

lecturerhasnotarrived.

"Ifitwasn'tforyourstubbornnessno

onewouldhaveseenme."Mxm.I

switchedoffmyphoneasthe

lecturerarrived.

○



Thetimewas12o'clock,Ididn'thave

anyclass.MeandZintlewalkedto

thecafeteriatogether,yesZintlewas

alsodoinglaw,unlikemelawhas

alwaysbeenherfirstchoiceit'swhat

sheappliedforinalltheuniversities.

Weboughtsnackandwenttosit

down.

Zintle:"Whathappendtoyouthis

morning,whywereyoulate?"

Me:"I'drathernottalkaboutit.

Where'sAsenathi?"



Zintle:"ShewenttoseeMark,butshe

saidshewilljoinusinafew."

Me:"Mark?Whathappenedto

Thandazani?"Shelaughed.

Zintle:"Shesaidthattheyaregoing

througharoughpatch."

Me:"Ehhthatgirl!She'sbusyinthese

streetsofJozi."Welaughed.Our

laughterwasdisturbedbysomeone

clearintheirthroat,Irolledmyeyes.



Busani:"Helloladies."

Us:"HiBusani."Busani!WellBusani

wasaseniorhereinLLB(hewas

doinghislastyear.)Hehasbeen

askingmeouteversincehesawme

inMrIshwak'soffice,I'vetoldhim

countlesstimesthatIammarried,

buthesaiduntilheseesaringonmy

finger,he'snotgoingtostoptrying

hisluck.

Busani:"Okay...thatwascold.CanI

talktoyouforasec."Hewaslooking

atme.



Me:"I'mbusy."

Busani:"Withwhat?I'msureyour

frienddoesn'tmindbeingawayfrom

youforafewminutes."

Zintle:"Away?YoumeanImust

leave?"

Busani:"Yes.Takeawalkaround

campusorsomething."

Zintle:"Haibo!Nantsiimhlola."



Me:"ForthehundredthtimeBusani,I

don'twanttotalkyouandIdon't

wanttobewithyou,soifyoudon't

mindcouldyoupleaseexcuseus."

Zintle:"Youstillhavetimetosay

please."

Busani:"ComeonButterfly."That's

whathecallsme"Iwon'ttakemuch

ofyourtime,please."

Me:"No."



Busani:"YouknowIdon'tbeg,but

hereIambeggingyou."Idon'teven

knowhimlikethat

Me:"Thisisyoubegging?Right!"I

rolledmyeyes.

Busani:"Itwillonlybeashortwhile."

Hetriedgrabbingmyarm.

Me:"IsaidNo!Hawu!"Ihalfshouted,

fortunatelyIdidn'tgrabpeople's

attention.



Busani:"Woah!Noneedtoshout

butterfly.Iguesswewilltalksome

othertimethen.Checkyoulater

beautiful."Hewinkedandwalked

away.

Zintle:"Nxah!Arrogantrichkid."

Me:"Tellmeaboutit.I'vebeentelling

himthatIammarried."

Zintle:"He'snotusedtobeingturned

down,hethinksjustbecausehehas



moneyandthelookseverygirlwill

fallonhisfeet."

Me:"Nxah!"

Zintle:"YouneedtotellSivuyileabout

this."

Me:"Ehehboh?Forthewhy?"

Zintle:"Justtobeonthesafeside."

Me:"Imnotthattypeofgirlwhowill

tellhermanabouteveryguythat



asksherout."

Zintle:"Iyohokaysisi."Asenathifinally

decidedtojoinus.

Ase:"Awwmfazikabafo."Ilookedat

herandlaughed.

Me:"Andthenwena?"

Ase:"Ndenzeni?"

Me:"WhoisMark?"Sheblushed!

"Lookatyoublushing.Heeeh!"



Ase:"WellMarkismynewman."

Me:"Tellmemoreabouthim.Where

ishefrom?Hissurname?Which

coursedoeshedo?"

Ase:"Wellhe'sfromBryanston,His

nameisMarkPillayheis23yearsof

agedoinghis5thyearinmedicine."

Zintle:"Pillay?Wait!IsheIndian?"

Ase:"He'scoloured."Welookedather



confused."Hismomisblackandhis

dadisIndian."

Me:"OhhhIunderstand.Sohowlong

haveyoubeenseeingeach?"

Ase:"Itsbeen6daysnow."

Zintle:"Andyouarealreadycalling

himyourman."Sheblushed.

Ase:"Ihaveagoodfeelingaboutthis

one."



Me:"WhataboutThandazani?"

Ase:"Ahthatone,Iamgoingtosee

himafterclass."

Me:"Tobreakupwithhim?"

Ase:"Whuuhnevershame!Soze

ndimyekelowa,heismyministerof

finance.Plusheisgifteddownthere."

Welaughed,Iknewfromthefisttime

Isawherthatshewastrouble.The

firstdayshegothere,shewentout

clubbingandcamebacktellingme

thatshemetsomeone,a'ministerof



finance'tobeprecise.Shewas

stayingwithusforafewdaysbefore

shefinallygotaflatnearby.

Me:"Wena!Wheredidtheytakeyou

mara."Welaughedsomemore.We

spentthenexttohourstalkingand

laughingwellmostlylaughingat

Asenathi'sstoriesshewastrulya

character,Ican'tbelieveIdidn'twant

tobefriendswithheratfirst.After

ourchatwewenttoourlastclass,

whichwasboringAF.Ikepton

dozingoff,Ionlypaidattentionatthe

lastfewminutesoftheclass.Finally

theclasswasover.



WhenwewalkedoutthegateSivuyile

wasalreadywaitingforme,Ibid

farewelltomyfriendsandgotinto

thecar.

Me:"Heyyou."

Sivuyile:"Hellomylove,howwasyour

day?"Ismiled.

Me:"Itwasokay,howwasyours?"

Sivuyile:"AwesomesinceIwas

workingfromhome,yourchildisa



pieceofworkyouknow?"Ilaughed.

Me:"Whatdidshedo?"

Sivuyile:"LetsjustsaywhenIgetto

DurbanIhavetostartthewhole

presentationfromscratch."

Me:"Wait!Durban?"

Sivuyile:"Uhmyeah...Ididn'ttellyou?"

Me:"Noyoudidn't."



Sivuyile:"IthoughtIdid."

Me:"Wellyoudidn't!Whenareyou

leaving?Forhowlong?"

Sivuyile:"Uh"hescratchedhishead.

"I'mleavingtoday."

Me:"What?"Iwasabithurt.

Sivuyile:"I'msorrymylove,IthoughtI

toldyou."Ididn'twanttohearanyof

that



Me:"Forhowlong?"Iaskedinalow

tone

Sivuyile:"Twoweeks."Ilookedathim

withtearsthreateningtofallout.

"Don'tdothatbaby,youknowIhave

towork."

Me:"Twoweeks?"

Sivuyile:"Imsorrymylove,Ishould've

toldyousoonerittotallyslippedmy

mind."Ilookedoutthewindow.Iwas



sousedtohavinghimaround,in

these3monthswe'vebeen'dating'

Hehasn'twentonanybusinesstrip.

"YouknowI'vebeenneglectingZizi

Construction(He'sfather'scompany.)

Ineedtomakeupforlosttimeand

scorenewclients."Ilookedoutthe

window.Wearrivedhome,Itookmy

bagandwentinandstraighttomy

room.Imightbeactinglikeachild

rightnow,butheisgoingtobegone

2weeks!2wholeweeks.Iwaslying

onmybedthinkingaboutthiswith

myeyesclosed.Iheardthedoor

openandclose,thensomeonelaid

nexttome,IknewitwasSivuyile.He



pulledmeclosetohimandpecked

mylips.Iopenedmyeyesslowly.

Me:"Doyoureallyhavetogo?"

Sivuyile:"Yesmylove,Idon'twantto

butIhaveto."

Me:"Alrightthen."Isighed

Sivuyile:"Don'tworryIwillcallyou

everydayandwewillFaceTime

everyday."



Me:"Whattimeareyouleaving?"

Sivuyile:"In2hours....Westillhave

timetomakebabynumber2."I

laughed

Me:"Itoldyouit'stoosoonforusto

haveanotherbaby,Ihaveschoolplus

Chulu."

Sivuyile:"Yeahyeah,Igetit."Hereally

wantedanotherchild,unfortunately

forhimIwasnotready.



Me:"Iamgoingtomissyou."Isaid

afterafewminutesofsilence.

Sivuyile:"Notmorethanme."He

peckedonmylips."Iloveyoubaby."

Wewerelookingateachother.

Me:"Iloveyoutoo."Itisthefirsttime

Iamsayingitback.Hiseyeswidened.

Sivuyile:"Reallymylove?"Inodded.

"Sayitagain."

Me:"IloveyouSivuyileLeonDlamini."



Hebeamedwithexcitement.He

capturedmylipsintohisandgave

meafullblowndeepkiss.

Sivuyile:"I'vebeenwaitingmonthsto

hearthosewordsfromyou.Iam

reallyahappymantonight."He

kissedmeonceagain,thistimeit

waslonger.Hestartedunbuttoning

thedressIwaswearing.

□

3roundslaterwewerebothdressing

upaftertheshowerwebothtook.I

woremypjsandgownwhilehewore

hisblackAdidastracksuitand



sneakers.

Me:"Imgoingtomissyou."Iheldon

tohim.

Sivuyile:"Metoos'thandwasam."He

brushedmyback.Heheldmywaist

withonehandwhileheusedthe

otheronetoliftupmyface."Take

careofyourself,andifyouneedto

talkamonlyaphonecallaway,

alrightmybaby?"Inoddedlikea

smallchild."Onemorething,nothing

andImeannothingmustentermy

castle."Hemovedhishandtomy



vagina.Thisguy,Ilaughed.

Me:"Sonodildo?"NotthatIownone.

Sivuyile:"Nothingatall."Ichuckled

Me:"alrightkingofmycastle."He

phonebeeped,hetookitoutthe

pocketandlookedatitforasecond.

Sivuyile:"Thembahasarrived.He's

drivingmetotheairport.Masambe."

HepulledhissuitcasewhileItookhis

workbag,indeedwhenwegot



downstairsThembawassittingon

couchplayingwithChulu.

Me:"HeyThemba."Isaidwithasmile.

Chuluimmediatelystartjumping

whensheheardmyvoice.

Themba:"WowLunathi,didyouhave

totalk?Looknowshedoesn'twant

meanymore."Ilaughed.

Me:"Itsnotmyfaultthatshecan

recognisehermomma'svoice."I

placedthebagIwascarryingonthe

couchandheldoutmyhandsto



Chuluwhoimmediatelyjumpedto

mewithnohesitancy,thewaythis

childlovesmemyGod."Hellobaby.

Youmissedmamadidntyou?I

missedyoutoo,Ihaven'tseenyou

thewholeday."

Themba:"Readytogontwana?"

Sivuyile:"Yeahsure.Couldyouplease

takemybagstothecar."Themba

lookedathim.

Themba:"Excuseyou,I'mnotoneof

yourbodyguards."Ichuckled



Sivuyile:"Pleasentwana,Ijustwantto

talktomywife."

Themba:"Youshouldhavesaidso

fromthebegin."Thesetwoandtheir

stupidarguments"I'lltakethesmall

one."

Sivuyile:"Thembamarn!"

Themba:"Fine!"Hetookboththe

bagsandwentout.



Sivuyile:"Comehere."Iwalkedtohim

withChuluinmyarms,heheldmy

shoulders."Iwillbebackbeforeyou

knowit."Hegavemealongkiss,I'm

sureyou'venoticedthatwekissalot.

"Damn!I'mgoingtomissthoselips

andmycastle.2weekswithout

checkinginisgoingtobetorture."I

laughed,trustSivuyiletothinkabout

sexallthetime.Wedon'tspendmore

than2dayswithouthavingsex.

Me:"Gobeforeyoumissyourflight."

Sivuyile:"Byebaby."HekissedChulu's



forehead."Iloveyou."Hekissedme

onthelipsthenhekissedmy

foreheadthenheheadedoutthedoor,

leavingmewithtearswellingupmy

eyes.

Me:"Daddyisgonenow....Youare

sleepingwithmetonight."

Manxele:"Ukudlasekulungile

Nkosazana(FoodisreadyPrincess.)"

Me:"OhthankyouMah."Ifollowed

hertothedinningroom.Theyalways

joinusfordinner."Haveyougiventhe



guardstheirfood?"

Manxele:"Yes."

Me:"okay,thankyou."Shegavemea

warmsmile."DoyoumindifIsleep

withhertonight?"Iwaslookingat

Mam'Luvo.

Mam'Luvo:"Youdon'thavetoask

nkosazana."Weatewithalittle

chattinghereandthere.Afterdinner

everyonewenttotheirseparate

rooms.
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ThesepastfewdayswithoutSivuyile

wereadrag,butashepromisedhe



calledmeeverydaymuchtomy

irritationsometimes.Thesaddest

partisthat,ifthegetthedealhewill

havetostayinDurbanforafew

monthsjusttooverseethe

constructionbeforegivingitoverto

theprojectmanager.Iwon'tliethat

wasgoingtobehard,andIknewhow

muchhewantedtoupliftthethe

familybusinesssoIhadnochoice

buttoprayforhimtogetthe

business.

TodaywasaSaturday,Ihadmade

planswithmyfriends,weweregoing

outtocelebrateAsenathi's20th

birthday.Shesaidshewantedtogo



alloutsinceshewasnolongerateen.

MyphonerangwhileIwasfeeding

Chuluinmyroom.

Me:"Whatbitch!"

Zintle:"I'monmywaythere,Ihope

youareready."Shit!Iwasstill

wrappedinatowel

Me:"Almost."

Zintle:"Iknowwhenyousayalmost

youarefarfrombeingdone."



Me:"Iwillbedonein30minutes.Istill

havetofeedRatu."Shesighed.

Zintle:"Fine!Anywayyouaredoingmy

face,chio!"What!

Me:"No!"Beep!Shehungup,thebitch!

"Nothatwearedone,let'sgoto

Mam'Luvo."Ikissedherandwentto

hernursery,itwasupstairsnextto

myroom.

Mam'L:"Sengqibileukutya?(Youare



doneeating.)"Trustoldpeopletoask

yourhetoricalquestions.

Me:"Ewemah.Ineedtogetreadyfor

theday,socouldyoupleasetakeher."

Mam'L:"Ofcoursemntanam.I'mglad

toseeyougooutwithyourfriends

andhavefun.Youarewaytoyoung

tobecoupesupthishouse."I

laughedalittle

Me:"Hahmah,Idogooutnje."She

lookedatme.



Mam'L:"Noyoudon'tmntanam,if

youarenotdoingyourschoolwork,

youarewiththischild.Youdon'twant

toloseyourselfatthisage,soyou

mustgetoutandhaveasmuchfun

asyoucan."Ismiled,shewasright.

Me:"Mmmh,youarerightmah.Today

Iamgoingtohaveallthefuninthe

world."

Mam'L:"Goodgirl,don'tworryabout

thisoneshewillbewelltakencare

off."



Me:"LetmegogetreadybeforeZintle

getshereandmurdersme."She

laughed.Iwentbacktomyroom.

NowtheproblemwaswhatwasI

goingtowear,Asenathiwasvery

particularaboutwhatweshouldwear

todayIforgotwhatshewanted,let

mecallher.

Ase:"Areyouontheway?"Irolledmy

eyes

Me:"No.I'mstillconfusedwithwhat

towear."



Ase:"Itoldyouwearlikeaslay

queen!"That'snotwhatshesaid

yesterday.

Me:"Slayqueen?"

Ase:"Yes,wearsomethingthatwill

makerichmanturnyourway."What's

wrongwiththischild.

Me:"Idon'twantanyrichmanturning

mywaywena!"



Ase:"Iknowvirginmary."I'mnoteven

avirgin."Veleyourintentionisnotto

makerichguyslustoveryour,but

that'swhatyouroutfitshouldscream!

Phelawearegoingtoaveryclass

restaurant."Shewasn'tmakingsense

shame,oramIthedumbone.

Me:"Huh?"

Ase:"Justwearlikeaclassyhoemarn

Tumi,I'mbusyhereyouare

disturbingme."Shewasannoyed,I

laughedather.



Me:"Who'srestaurantarewegoingto

again?"

Ase:"Ah!"Shehungupwithouteven

answeringme.Ilaughed.Iwentto

myclosettolookforsomethingthat

willmakemelooklikea'classyhoe'

lol,ain'tnowayI'mwearing

somethingrevealing.OrmaybeI

should!Ijustdidn'tlikethenameof

thetheme'classyhoe'iyalumeza

marn!ItookoutwhatIthoughtwasa

bitappropriateforhertheme.NowI

havetodomyface!BeforeIcould

eventakeoutmyproducts,someone

budgedintomyroom.Iturnedonlyto



findanangrylookingZintlelookingat

me.

Zintle:"Thisisyouralmostdone?"She

hadabagonherhand.

Me:"Chillgeez.I'msurebirthdaygirl

isnotevenclosetobeingready.I

spoketoherafewminutesago,she

wasexplainingthiswierdthemeshe

cameupwith."

Zintle:"Ican'tbelieveshewantsusto

looklikeslayqueenstryingtoget

blessers."



Me:"ayywhatchoicedowehave?It's

herdaywehavetomakeherhappy."

Zintle:"Icalledherat5inthemorning

towishherahappybirthday,that

bitchansweredthecallwhileshewas

gettingdickeddown!"Ilaughed.

"HereIwasinthemiddleofmy

singing,nextthisIhearis'ohhyes

baby,righttherebaby'Icarriedon

singingthinkingshescheeringmeon

kantinothisbitchistalkingtoher

man."Iwasinsticheswithlaughter.



Me:"Whywouldshecheeryouby

sayingohyesbabyrightthere?"I

laughedsomemore.

Zintle:"Ididn'tthinkthatthereare

peoplewhohavesexsoearlyinthe

morning.Ionlyrealisedshebeing

fuckedsheyelled'fuckmeharder

baby'andthemangroanedlikea

pig."Tearswerestreamingdownmy

cheeks."Stoplaughingnawe.Iam

traumatised."

Me:"Sorryfriend."Ilaughedagain.



Zintle:"Stoplaughinghleanddomy

face,wehaveanhourleft."Iam

goingtoneedmorethanthat.

Me:"Hay,didntyoursisterteachyou

howtoapplymakeup?"

Zintle:"Unlikeyoumeandmysister

don'thaveacloserelationship."

Me:"Youtubephelababes."

Zintle:"Datastruggle."



Me:"Excusesexcuses.Sitonthat

chair"Ipointedhertomydressing

table.IamgladthatBontletaughtme

howtoapplymakeup,atfirstitwas

astrugglebutwithpracticeIfinally

gotitright.Bontlelikesgettingdolled

upforabsolutelynoreason,shetook

ituponherselftowatchmakeup

tutorialsonYouTube,theshestarted

usingmeasherguineapig.Tomake

herpayforusingme,Iaskedherto

teachmetoo.Iamnotreallyafanof

makeup,butwheneverBontlebuys

herselfasetofmakeupshebuys

twoperset,shesays'everygirlneeds

makeup'herwordsnotmine.Iget



thattherearesomepeoplewholook

goodwithoutmakeup,butmakeup

hasthatthingmarn!Itmakesyou

standout,makesyoulookgorgeous,

nItjustbeautiful.

Me:"Done!"

Zintle:"Lipstick?"

Me:"Doityourself.Istillhavetodo

myface."Istartedgettingbusyonmy

facewhileshetookoffherclothes

andworeheractualoutfitfortheday.



Zintle:"ShouldIgoforpink,purpleor

red?"Shewasreallydisturbingme.

Me:"Idon'tknow."

Zintle:"Pickacolour."

Me:"Gimmeafewminutes,

ngizokunaka."15minuteslaterIwas

donewithmyface.

Zintle:"So?"



Me:"Letmeseeyouroutfit?"Shewas

wearingaveryshortpinksleeveless

dressandblackplatformheels.

"Damnyoulooklikeyoursisterinthat

pink!"Ilaughed.

Zintle:"Youarenotfunny.Futhimet

mechange."Ilaughedasshetookoff

thepinkdress.

Me:"Drama!"

Zintle:"Mxm!"Ilaughedonceagain.

Webothgotdressedatthesame

time.



Shechangedintohershortblack

leatherskirt,awhitepoloneckt-shirt

andshetoppeditoffwithastylish

leatherjacket,shestillhadtheblack

heelson.Iontheotherhandwas

wearingblackskinnyjeans,ablack

Bobtubecroptopandamyfurjacket,

itwasmustardincolour.Ithenwore

mymustardheelboot.Itwasn'ta

bootbootboot,itwasopenatthe

front,showingmytoes.

Me:"NowIfeellikeaslayqueen."

Zintle:"Helpmeputmyweaveon."



Me:"Marawenayouabuseme

shame."Iwentandhelpherwithher

weave.Shesettledforamaroon

lipstickwhileIappliedanudeone.

Wetookourhandbagsandwent

downstairsaftertakingadozen

pictures.Sizwewasalreadywaiting

forusoutside.

Zintle:"Birthdaygirlsaidweshould

fetchheratherplace."

Me:"Good,causewedon'tevenknow

wherewearegoing."Wegotinthe



caranddroveoff.Ididn'tevensee

mybaby.Whenwegottothegatethe

guardsopenedwithoutasking

questionsandoffwewentto

midrand.Asenathiwasalready

waitingforusbytheparkingalready

dolledup,shegaveSizwethe

addressoftheplaceweweregoing

to.Wegotthereandindeedtheplace

wasfancy,itwasfilledwith'slay

queens'andtheywerereallyslaying,

theylookedgood.I'mgladIagreedto

wearinglikethis,otherwiseIwould

havefeltoutofplace.Wesatdown

onatableasthewaitergaveusour

menus.



Ase:"We'llhaveabottleofmoëtfor

now."

Me:"Thathagirl!Youareinamood

today."

Ase:"It'smybirthdaykaloku."She

stoodupandanddidaminidance.

Zintle:"WenaBirthdaygirl,Iamvery

madatyou.Butbecauseit'syour

birthdayIwillletitslide."Ilaughed.



Ase:"WhatdidIdonowchomi?"

Zintle:"Youansweredmycallwhile

youwerehavingsex."Iburstinto

laughter.

Ase:"OhNo!Imusthavepressedmy

phonebymistake."

Zintle:"Anddamngirlyouarea

screameryeeerr!"

Ase:"Mymanneedstoknowthathe's

hittingitright."Shewinkedwithher



tongueout.

Zintle:"Whohassexat5o'clockinthe

morningthough?"

Ase:"Me."Welaughed.

Me:"SohowmuchdidMrmangive

you?"

Ase:"Acoupleofthousandsnje

wethu."Shesaidasifit'snothing.

Thewaitercamebackwiththe

champagneandglasses.Hepoured



foreachonofus.

Zintle:"Howmuch?"Sheresumed

withourconvoasthewaiter

disappearedonceagain.

Ase:"nizawuqulekeketana,Idon't

wantyoutoembarrassme."We

laughed.

Zintle:"Awushohawu."

Zintle:"15000fortheday."



Us:"Woah!"

Zintle:"Haywena!Whatareyou

feedingthisguy?You'veonlyknown

himforafewweeks.Ubaniisangoma

sakhogirl?Youneedtohookmeup."

Welaughedatthat.

Zintle:"Firstofallitsbeen2months

tshin,secondlythereisnosangoma

andlastly,Iearnedthismoney."

Me:"Uyasebenzagirl!"



Zintle:"Morelikeuyafebenza!"We

laughed.Andclickedourglassesof

champagne.Seeweunderstandthe

kindofpersonthatAsenathiis,as

muchaswearesomehowdifferent

fromherwedon'tjudgeher.Weare

verydifferentinthissquad,wehave

Asenathiwhowecallthe'firstchild'-

She'safreespirit,shegoeswherever

lifetakesher,she'snotashamedof

thewayShelivesherlife,shealso

likesluxuriousthingswhichmeans

shelikesmoney.NextupisZintle,my

bestfriendthe'secondchild',shehas

thatchilledvibegoingabouther,

she'salsoafreespiritabitofaparty



animalbutshehasalimit.She'svery

talkativeandsometimesrude,butI

loveherjustthewaysheis.Them

thereisme,thebabyofthesquad-as

theysay,there'snotreallymuchto

sayaboutmeasyoualreadyknow

thekindofpersonIam.

Thewaiterwasbacktotakeour

orders.

Me:"Uhm,Iwillhavealambshank

withmashpotatoandagreensalad

onthesideplease."



Zintle:"AndIwillhavealambchops

comboplease."

Ase:"Yourspecialofthedayplease."

Waiter:"Comingrightup."Hesaid

afterwritingdownourorders

Us:"Thanks."Heleft.

Me:"Howdidyouknowaboutthis

restaurant?"

Ase:"Welltheownerisafriendof



Thandazani.Weactuallycamehere

forourfirstdate."

Zintle:"Damn!Ihaven'tbeenona

dateinalongtimeyoh."

Me:"Don'tlieThamitookyouout2

weeksago."

Zintle:"Exactly!2weeksago,when

wasthat?100yearsago!"I

laughed,whydoeseveryoneinmylife

havetobesodramatic.



Me:"YousoundlikeBontle."We

laughed.

Ase:"SpeakingofBontle,whenwas

thelasttime.yousawyoursiblings?"

Me:"LastweekendIthink.Yeahlast

weekend."

Ase:"Andhowisthatridiculouslyhot

brotherofyours?"Ilaughed.So

Asenathihasthishumongouscrush

onThabo,thefirstshesawhimshe

couldn'tspeakwell,shewas

stutteringthroughouttheconvo.



Me:"He'sgood.Justfocusingonhis

studies."

Ase:"Awwfuturedoctor.Icanalready

picturemyselfhelpinghimget

dressedforwork,mmmhgivinghim

hisbriefcaseandhisstethoscope."

Welaughedather."Hlekaninina,

nizabonasendingu'MrsMokoena

umfazikaDoctor."

Zintle:"Youaresuchabigdreamer."

Welaughed.



Ase:"Dreamsdocometruedali."

Me:"uyawathandaamadodaNathi!"

Ase:"Mxm.Sotonightwearegoing

clubbingwithMarkandhisfriends."

Me:"Eh,countmeout."

Ase:"Stopactinglikeamomandlive

alittle."

Me:"Excuseyou,Iamamom."



Ase:"YouknowwhatImean,plus

ubhutiisnotherethatmeansyou

haveallthefreedomyouneed."

Zintle:"Comeonfriend,youhaven't

beenoutinloooongtime."Ilookedat

themboth.

Me:"HayIdon'tknow.Ican'tleave

Chuluallnight."

Zintle:"Ohcomeon,youarealways

withher.Onenightawayfromher



won'thurtfriend."

Ase:"pleasehlemakotikabhuti."

Me:"Fine!"Theyscreamed"ButIneed

tocallMam'Luvofirst."

Ase:"Doitnow."

Me:"AfterLunch.There'snohurry."

Zintle:"OhMygosh,whatarewe

goingtowear?"



Ase:"Chillgirls,Igotchu.Wearegoing

shoppingstraightafterthis."Ohboy!I

don'tlikeshopping.

Me:"Dowehavetoo?Imeanwe

couldjustweartheseclothes?"

Ase:"Weneednewoutfitsformy

instagirl.Ihavetohaveanewoutfit

foradifferentscenery"Irolledmy

eyes.

□

●



WewereinAsenathi'sflatgetting

readyforthenight.Ididcall

Mam'LuvototellherthatIwillbe

spendingthenightatAsenathi'sflat,

shehadnoproblemwiththat.

Mymakeupwasstillintact,Ijust

neededtopowdermyfaceabit.

Me:"Ican'tbelieveIletyouconvince

metowearthisshortdress."

Zintle:"OhcomeonB,it'snotthat

short."Tobehonestitwasn'treally

thatshort,Iwasjustuncomfortable

withthefactthatweweregoingtoa



placefullofdrunkardswhileIwas

wearingashortdress,it'sdangerous

outthere.

Me:"Youshouldhaveletmewearmy

jeansyazi.Itgetscoldatnight."

Ase:"Notwhenyoudance."

Me:"Idon'tdance."

Ase:"Mxm.Let'sgoMarkandhis

friendsarewaitingforus."

Withthatsaidwewentout,gotinthe



caranddrovetotheclub.Myphone

beeped!

"Imissyourbody.MostimportantlyI

missyousmile."-Sivuyile.Icouldn't

helpbutblush.

"Imissyoumorelover"-Iincludeda

kissingemoji.

"Kissmydaughterformeplease.And

sweetdreamsfancyface."OhIdidn't

tellhimthatIwasgoingouttonight.

I'mactuallysurprisedthathedidn't

FaceTimemetonightlikehealways



doeseverynight,thatwasoddbutI'm

gladhedidn't.

Ase:"WearehereB."

Me:"Soquick?"

Ase:"Youwerebusyblushingonyour

phoneandithi."Mxm."UhmSizweyou

cangobackhome,we'llbefine."

Sizwe:"Ican'tleaveyouherealonemy

princess"



Zintle:"She'snotalone.Doyourselfa

favouranddrivebackhomecause

wearenotplanningonsleeping

tonight."She'ssorude.

Me:"I'llbefinereallySizwe."Hewas

notconvinced."Okay,tellyouwhat.If

Icomeacrossanytrouble,Iwillcall

youimmediately.Ihaveyournumber

onspeeddial."Ilied.

Sizwe:"Alrightthen."

Me:"Andpleasedon'ttellSivuyile

aboutthis.Hedoesn'tknowIamout



tonight."Hechuckled.

Sizwe:"Don'tworryyoursecretissafe

withme."

Ase:"Canwegoinhlebantu."She's

impatient.

Sizwe:"Letmeleaveyouthem

nkosazana.Enjoyyournight."

Me:"Thankyou."Heimmediately

droveoff.



Ase:"Finally!"Sherolledhereyes.We

gotintheclub,itwaspacked.People

dancingleftrightandcenter,others

smoochingincornersandtheloud

musicwasnothavinganymercyon

ourears.Asenathiledthewayto

whereher'boyfriend'wassitting,it

wasinaboothwithcouchesanda

tablefilledwithdifferentkindsof

alcoholandahubbly,Iwonderhow

theyallowedthemtosmokeinside.

Ase:"Baby."Ehhshecallshimthat

already.Shegavehimahugwhilehe

kissedhercheek.



Mark:"Happybirthdaysweetheart."I

mustsaythisMarkguywaseasyon

theeyes,hewasnotbadlookingat

all.Wewereshownwheretosit,Isat

nexttooneofMarksfriends.

Ase:"Wellthesearemygirls.Zintle

andBoitumelo."

Us:"Hi."

Mark:"AndIamMark.Theseare

friendsMabutho,Meli,TKandBusani."



Busani?Ihopeit'snotTHATBusani.I

couldn'treallyseetheirfacecauseI

wasnotreallylookingatthem.Idon't

evenknowwhoiswho,causeIdidn't

seewhenhepointedatthefriends

Us:"Nicetomeetyouguys."

Them:"Likewise."

GuynexttoZee:"ThisisthegirlIwas

tellingyouaboutgents."Iknowthat

voice.



Mark:"Theonethat'sbeengivingyou

ahardtimeatschool?"

Him:"Yep.That'sher."

Zintle:"Woah!Busani?!Whatareyou

doinghere."OnlythendidIpay

attentiontotheseguysandyesthe

Busanithatwasintroducedwas

THATBusani!

Busani:"WhatdoyoumeanwhatamI

doinghere?Amheretohavefun."Oh

shit!Thisisgoingtobealonglong

longnight!"Howareyoubutterfly?TK



shift(a)ndoda,letmesitthere."The

guysittingnextmeswappedplaces

withthemoron.

Ase:"Amen!"

Busani:"Hi."Hesaidwithasmile

whichIdidn'treturn.

Me:"Hi."

Busani:"Niyambona

uyishandapha?(canyouseethatshe

isbeautiful?)"



Guyinthecorner:"Strongmfana!

Thereisnowaythatsheissingle."

Busani:"AwukahleMabuthomfethu."

Mabutho:"Imseriousdude.She'sway

toogorgeoustobesingle."

Me:"I'mnotsingle.InfactIam

married."

Them:"What?!"



Busani:"She'slyinggents.Shehasno

ringonherfinger."Dammit!Ireally

needtobuyaringcauseSivuyileis

takinghisownsweettimewith

buyingoneforme.

Meli:"Shelooksserious."

Busani:"She'sonlysayingthatto

makemestayawayfromher,kanti

chaushayephantsisisi.Iamnotone

togiveuponsomethingthatIwant

themost."

Ase:"Al-rightguys!Wearenothere



forthis.Weareheretocelebratemy

birthday.Yearememberme?Birthday

girl?Thankverymuch."Welaughed.

Mark:"Babe,youlikethespotlight

neh."

Ase:"It'smydaybaby.Ideserveall

thelightstshin."Anotherdrama

queen!

Mark:"YouheardMissParty!Let's

havefuntonight!"Theycheered.They

startedmixingupdrinksforeveryone.



Busani:"Whatareyoudrinking?"

Me:"Ginandtonic."

Busani:"Shit!Wedidn'torderthat.I

cangobuyitforyouatthebar."

Me:"Nah,it'scool.I'llhaveaBernini

Classic."

Busani:"Wedon'thavethattoo.Let's

justgotothebar."Ohhellno!



Me:"Zeefriendwhatareyoudrinking

there?"

Zintle:"Brutal8."

Me:"Iwillhavethattoo."Busani

chuckledwhileshakinghishead.

Zintlepassedmeabottleofthecider

afteropeningitforme

Busani:"Youdon'ttrustmebutterfly."

Me:"Atall."Isaidtruthfully.



Busani:"Hay.IguessIhavetoworkto

earnyourtrustthen."

Me:"Iguessso."Ididn'twanttoget

drunktonightbecauseInowonceI

drinktoomuch,mydancinggets

uncontrollable.Idon'twanttofind

myselfdancingwithBusani,nothank

you.
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Woah!Whydidn'tanyonetellme

aboutthebrutal8,myGoditisbrutal.

2drinksandIcanalreadyfeelmyself

gettingtipsy.HaynothisiswhereI

putastoptotonight'sdrinking.Ineed

topee,damn!Istoodup,Ifeltlikemy

kneeswereabitwobbly.

Busani:"Whereareyougoing?"Aggh



Me:"Tothetoilet."

Busani:"Letmetakeyou."

Me:"Nothanks,I'llbefine."

Busani:"Itsnotsafeinthe."

Me:"Icantakecareofmyself."Asif.

Busani:"Ic-"



Zintle:"I'llgowithher."ThanksGod,

becauseifshedidn'tofferIknowhe

wasgoingtofollowme.Shestood

andwemadeourwaytothetoilet,

passingabunchofpeoplemaking

out.

Me:"Gosh!Whydidn'tyouwarnme

aboutthebrutal8."Iaskedthe

momentinsatonthetoiletseat.She

laughed.Thedoorwaswideopen

andshewasstandinginfrontofme.

Zintle:"Ithoughyouwantedtoget

drunk."



Me:"Ido.Butnotthatdrunk."

Zintle:"Wellyoushouldgetyourself

somethingelsetodrink."

Me:"Iwilldothat.Ginwilldomegood

rightnow,justoneglass."Iwiped

myselfandpulleddownmydress.

"Sorry"IsaidasIbumpedintooneof

themanygirlsinthere.

Zintle:"Letsgotothebar,Idon'twant

BusanitogetyouadrinkIdon'ttrust



him."

Me:"Me."

"Ginandpinktonicplease."Isaidto

thebar.

Barman:"Doubleorsingle?"

Me:"Double.Withlemonplease."Ifelt

ahandgrabbringmyyes.Haibo!I

turnedqithfurywrittenonmyface

onlytobemetbyanoldmansmiling

helickedhislips.Howdarehe



touchesmyass,I'mgoingenoughto

behisdaughter.Thebarmanbrought

mydrink.

Oldman:"Letmetakecareofthat."

HesaidwhenItookoutmoneytopay

formydrink.

Me:"Nothanks."Igavethebarman

money.Andnexttimepleasewatch

whereyourhandslandsyouaretoo

oldtobelounginghereandtouching

people'sbutts.Nxah!"WiththatsaidI

turnedandleftwithZintlefollowing

behindme.



Zintle:"AwwMrsFierce."Shesaid

whenwesatdownwithour'group'I

chuckled.

Busani:"Iwouldhavegotyouoneyoh

know."Ilookedathiminconfusion.

Hepointedatthedrinkthatwasin

myhands.

Me:"Oh,IguessIsavedyouthe

troublethen."

Busani:"Youwouldnevertrouble



me."Mxm."Youwannadance?"

Me:"Idon'tdance."

Busani:"Awwcomeon."

Me:"I'mserious."Justthenour(me

andZintle)songcameon!

SiyabathandazelabyBabesand

Mampintsha.Zintlescreamed.

Zintle:"That'sourjam."Shetookmy

drinkandplaceditonthetable

beforepullingmetothecrowded



dancefloorandwedanced!Ididn't

knowIcoulddancelikethatinfront

ofpeople,IguesstheBrutal8was

playingit'spart.Wellit'snotlike

peoplewerelookingatus,theywere

alsobusywiththeirsillydancemove.

Wewereinthezone.2moresongs

cameonandwewerestillinthe

dancefloormovingandsingingalong

tothesongs,Iwashavingthetimeof

mylife.Wewerejumpingaroundin

circlesnowandlaughing,itwasa

joyfulmoment.Asenathialsojoined

uswhensisterBettinacameon,we

wentnutsthethreeofus.Ican't

believeIallowedmyselftosweatlike



thatdamn!

Ase:"Thisisthebestbirthdayever!"

Sheyelledthroughtheloudmusic.

Zintle:"Technicallyyourbirthdaywas

over3hoursago!."Welaughed.

Ase:"Still!"Nextthingsomeone

grabbedmywaistandpulledme

closertothem,itwasnoneotherthan

Busani.

Busani:"Ithoughtyousaidyoudon't



dance."

Me:"Idon't."Rihanna'scheerswas

playinginthebackground.

Busani:"That'snotwhatIsawafew

minutesago."

Me:"Youaredrunk,youreyeswere

deceivingyou."Hishandswerestill

onmywaistandmineonhischest,I

waslookingstraightinhiseyeshe

hasbeautifuleyes.



Busani:"Wait!"AndjustlikethatZintle

hadpulledmeoffBusani'sarms.We

wenttositbackdownatourbooth.

Zintle:"Andthenwena?"

Me:"What?"

Zintle:"Mnk!Sivuyilewillkillyou."

Me:"WhatdidIdo?"

Zintle:"StayawayfromBusaniB."

Hawu!



Me:"Ididn'tevendoanything.He's

theonewhowasholdingme."

Zintle:"Whywereyouholdingonto

hischest,andwhydidn'tyoumove

fromhimifyoudidntlikethewayhe

washoldingyou."

Me:"Hebana!ItnothingseriousZee."

Zintle:"LookI'mnotsayingdon'thave

fun,butmakesurethatyoulimit

yourself.Thingshavechangednow,



Thandiisnolongerinthepicture,you

are."Ohshit!Guiltstartedsettingin.

WhatwasIthinkinglettinghimhold

melikethat,damn!Ieven

complimentedhiseyes,what'swrong

withme!

Me:"IthinkIwanttogo."

Zintle:"Ididn'tsayweshouldleaveB."

Me:"Idon'twanttobehereanymore."

Asenathiwasinthedancefloor

dancingwithMarkandhisfriends.



Zintle:"Fine!Let'stellAsenathithen."

Luckilyshewasalreadycomingback

tous.

Ase:"Andthennina,what'swiththe

longfaces?Weareinaclubhello!"

Zintle:"Bwantstogohome."

Ase:"Why?Didsomethinghappen?"

Shesatnexttome."What'swrong

babes?Didsomeonehurtyou?Wasit

Busani?!Uphiwonalomngqundu!"I



wantedtolaughatpart.

Me:"NothinghappenedAse.Ijust

wanttogohome,I'mnotfeeling

well."

Ase:"Iknowyouarelying.Youwilltell

mewhenwegethome!"

Me:"Noit'sfineyoucanstay,Idon't

wanttoruinyournight."

Ase:"Nonsense.Wecamehere

togetherandwewillleavetogether.



Callyourdriver."

Me:"Idon'twanttowakehimupits

late."

Ase:"Itshisjob."TrustAsenathito

behavelikeaspoiltbrat.

Zintle:"Alreadyrequestedanuber,it

willbehereinaminute.Solet'sgo."

Wegatheredourbelongings.Just

whenweareabouttoleavethebooth

theguyscameback.



Mark:"Woah!Woah!Andthen?"

Zintle:"Weareleaving."

Mark:"Why?Ithoughwewere

finishingthisoffatmyhouse."

Finishingoff?It'salmost3o'clock.

"Baby?"HewaslookingatAsenathi.

Ase:"I'llcallyou."Shekissedhis

cheek."Andwena,staythehellaway

frommysister!"Shewaspointingat

Busani.Withthatsaidwefollowed

eachotherthroughthecrowdandout

thedoorwewent.Whenwegot



outsidetheuberwasalreadythere,

wegotinthecaranddroveofftomy

house.Theguardsdidn'tallowthe

ubertoentertheyard,sowepaidand

gotthenwalkedfromthefromthe

gatetothehouse.Soonaswegotin

wewentstraighttomyroomandsat

onthebed.

Ase:"Sotellmewhathappened?"I

narratedthewholestorytoherand

howIfeltafterthewholeordeal."You

don'thavetofeelguiltyboo.It'snot

likeyouguyskissedoryouhada

moment,nothinglikethathappened

mos?"



Me:"Ofcoursenot.Itwasjustthe

touching."

Ase:"Thendon'tfeelguiltythen.Zee

isright.Youareallowedtohavefun,

butyouneedtolimityourself."

Me:"Iknow.Damn!WorstpartIdidn't

eventellSivuyileaboutthisnight

out."

Zintle:"Itwasunplannedandit'snot

likehewasgoingtoallowyoutogo."



Me:"Yeahneh.Letsjustsleep."

○

●

Ifeltcoldaironmybody!Iopened

myeyesonlytorealisethetalents

werepulledontheside,Ipulledthem

backonmeandproceededtosleep.

Onceagaintheywereoffme!This

timearoundIopenedmyeyes

properlyonlytobemetbyafigure

nexttome.Isatupandrubmyeyes,

IwasmetbyanotsohappySivuyile.

Shit!Whendidhegetback.Ilooked

onthesideofthebedandthese



bitcheswerenothere.

Sivuyile:"Vuka!Vuka!Thisiswhatyou

dowhenIamnothere?Huh?"He

wasnotshoutedbuthesounded

pissed.

Me:"Whendidyougetback?"

Sivuyile:"Thatdoesn'tmatter.Yougo

toclubsnow?"Ohsnap!Iswallowed.

"What?Youwanttoturnintoanother

Thandiwe?!"Thathurt



Me:"That'snotfairSivuyile."

Sivuyile:"What'snotfairisyougoing

clubbingwithouttellingme,what's

notfairismecomingbackhere

expectingtofindmywifeinbedin

herpyjamasonlytofindherinavery

skimpydressandmakeuponher!

Whydidn'tyoutellmethatyouwent

outlastnight?"

Me:"Imsorry."

Sivuyile:"Thatsnotmyquestion

Lunathi."



Me:"Itwasunplannedokay.Wewent

outtocelebrateAsenathi's20th

birthday."Iwasabitscared

Sivuyile:"Unplanned?Accordingtomy

knowledgeyoudecidedtogo

shoppingfortheclubintheafternoon,

thatmeansyouhadplentyoftimeto

tellme,Ialsotextedlastnightbut

youdidn'tcaretotellmeaboutgoing

out.WhythesecrecyLunathi?!"

Silence!"Hehmarnndiyathetha!(I'm

talking!)"Nowhe'sangry."Areyou

cheatingonme?"Whatthefuck!How



didhefindoutaboutourday?OhGod

Sizwe!

Me:"What?Ofcoursenot!"

Sivuyile:"Thenwhydidyouhidegoing

toaclub?YouevensentSizweaway!

Why?!Youdidn'twanthimtosee

yournewman?Isthatit?"Thisguyis

crazy.

Me:"Ofcoursenot!Thereisnonew

manSivuyile!Iftherewasdoyou

thinkIwouldbesleepinghere

tonight?!"Iwasgettopissedmyself,



howdarehethinkthatofme."Iwould

neverdothattoyou!"Hesighed

beforehesatdownonthebed.

Sivuyile:"Iknow,I'msorry.Justthat

whenIsawyoudressedlikethatthis

morningIjustknewthatyouwereout

atnightandyoudidn'ttellme.Iwas

pissedandhurtbecausethat'swhat

Thandiweusedtodoandlookhow

thatended.Shecheatedonme

multipletimesandendedupmaking

sextape.Idon'twanttoloseyouto

someone!"Hesaidinacalmtone.



Me:"WellIamnotlikeThandiwe.I

wouldneverdothattoyou.Ithought

youknewmebetterthanthat."

Sivuyile:"Iknowbaby.I'msorry.But

I'mstillmadthatyouwentout

withouttellingme.Worstwearinglike

that,inaplacefoolofmen!Menwith

wonderingeyes!Ihopenoone

touchedwhat'smine."Ithoughabout

thatoldmanandBusani.

Me:"Ofcoursenotmybugjealous

freak."Isaidafterlaughing.Hepulled

mefromthebedandmademesiton



hislap.Hepeckedonmylips.My

armswerearoundhisneckwhilehis

handswereonmywaist.

Sivuyile:"Imissedyou."Hesaidwitha

smile.

Me:"Imissedyoutoolover."

Sivuyile:"Imissedtheseandmy

castle."Ilaughedthrowingmyhead

back

Me:"Youarealwaysthinkingabout



sexaren'tyou?"Hechuckled.

Sivuyile:"Doyoublameme?Ihaven't

beeninsideyouinaweek."Hekissed

myneck,definitelyleavingamark.He

movedandwentuptomylips,just

beforehecouldkissmeIstopped

him.

Me:"Mybreathbabe.Ineedtobrush

myteeth."

Sivuyile:"AndIneedtogettoa

meeting.Damn!"



Me:"awwnowonderoswenkileso."

Hesmiled

Sivuyile:"Yad'bonababy.Ndiyanyisa

neh?"Ilaughed.

Me:"Ididn'tsaythat."

Sivuyile:"Mona!GobrushyourteethI

needmywelcomebackandgoodbye

kiss."Igotoffhislap.

Me:"No!"Isaidwhentriedspanking



me.Ihurriedtothebathroom.

Sivuyile:"nzokufumana."Ilaughed.I

brushedmyteethandrinsedthem

quickly.

"WHATISAMEANINGOFTHIS?!!"

Heroaredfromthebedroom.Ihalf

runtothehim,hewasstandingthere

lookingfuriouswithmyphoneinhis

hand.

Me:"What?What'swrong?"



Sivuyile:"Whowereyouwithlast

night?!!"Heshouted.Ohshit!

Me:"Uh...IwaswithNathiandZee."

Sivuyile:"Don'tlietomewena!!"I

jumpedasIwasstartled"Whoelse?!"

Me:"Nathi'sboyfriendandhis

friends."

Sivuyile:"SowhenIamnothereyou

gooutongroupdates?!Huh?!"Iwas

scared



Me:"Itwasnotadatebaby."

Sivuyile:"AmIafooltoyou

Boitumelo?!"hah!I'mBoitumelonow.

"Huh?!Thandiweleftandwenayou

haveresortedintakingherplace?!

UnguThandiwenumber2ngoku

wenahuh?!!"Tearsmadetheirway

downmycheeks."WIPETHOSE

DAMNTEARSOFFYOURFACE!!"

Whateverisonmyphoneismaking

himmad.Maybethere'sapictureof

meandBusanionthedancefloor,

shit!Ihopenot!Howwouldjexplain



that!

Me:"IamnotlikeThandiwe!"

Sivuyile:"Youletyourboyfriendstext

youinmyhousenow?!!Youletyour

littleboyfriendstextyouinmy

presence?!!"Hehbathowhat

boyfriends?Iwasconfused.

Me:"ThereisnoboyfriendSivuyile!

HowmanytimesmustItellyouthat!"

Sivuyile:"Hayfutsekmarnwena!!



Yintonile?!"Hethrewmyphoneon

mychest,thathurt.Iquicklylooked

atwhathewasshowingmeand

indeedtherewasatextfroman

unsavednumber,itread:

"Heybutterfly,hopeyouareokay.I

enjoyedspendingtimewithyoulast

night.

Busani."Shit!I'mscrewedwhywould

hesendmesuchatext?!Imeanwe

hardlyspokelastnightsotherewas

no'spendingtime'withhim.Wait!

Wherethehelldidhegetmynumbers!



Me:"Babywait!Icanexplain.Nothing

happenedbetweenthetwoofus.

NothingIShap-"Iwasinterupptedby

myringingphone.Itwasthesame

number.IwasabouttodropwhenI

feltmyphoneleavemyhandsandit

gotsmashedonthewall.

Sivuyile:"Nindenzaikakanina!"Heleft

theroom,slammingthedooronhis

wayout.Ijustsatonthebednot

knowingwhattodoorsay.ShouldI

followhim?Nohe'stooangryhe

mightrearrangemyface.Iletthe



tearsdotheworks.Whatthefuck

justhappened!Wherethehelldid

Busanigetmynumbers?!Isurehope

Asenathididntgivethemtohimor

elsetherewillbehelltopay!

○

●

ThefollowingdaySivuyilewasstill

nottalkingtome.Afterthewhole

dramahisfriendsbroughthimhome

drunklastnight,andtodaywhenwe

wokeuphedidn'tsayanythingtome

hedidn'tevengreetmebackwhenI

greetedhim.Iwasembarrassed

whenhisfriendsbroughthimhome,I



amhundredpercentsurethathetold

themwhatwentdown,nowallthey

willseewhentheylookatmeisa

cheater.Thembadidn'tsayanything

tomelastnight,that'showseriousit

is.ItookmybagasIwentdownstairs

tohavemybreakfast.Hewassitting

onthecouchfeedingChulu,hewas

alreadydressedforwork.

Me:"Carefulyoudon'tmessyourself."

Yoh!Iflookscouldkill,Iwouldbe

lyinginthemorguerightnow.Chulu

startedstartedjumpingonherchair

makingitdifficultforherfatherto

feedher.



Sivuyile:"Staystillbaby."Chuludidn't

payattention,insteadsheheldout

herarmstome,shewantedme.

"Yeses!Lookatwhatyou'vedone

now!Agghamarn!"Heshouted

startlingChuluwhoimmediatelycried.

Iquicklyrushedtoherandtookher.

Me:"Thatwasunnecessary."Hewas

wipingthepurityofhisshirt,

unfortunatelyitwasthebutternutone

thatmeanshehastochangehisshirt.

Sivuyile:"Nxah!LooknowIamgoing



tobelate."Heplacedeverythingon

thetableandwalkedupstairs.

Me:"Morningmynunupie.Howare

you."Ikissedher,shestarted

laughing,youwouldswearshewasn't

cryingjustaminuteago."Youareso

heavy.Mommy'sprincessisgrowing.

Yesyouare,yesyouare."Itickledher

stomach.Iwalkedtotothekitchento

makemyselfacupoftea.

FewminuteslaterSivuyilepassedus

intheloungeandleftwithouteven

sayinggoodbye.Iwassohurt,Itried

sohardtonotcry.Ididn'twanttocry



infrontofChulu.IcalledoutManxele

tocomeandtakeChuluasIwanted

toleave.

Me:"Nisalekakuhlekemah."

Manxele:"Nawesisiufundekakuhle."

IkissedChuluandwentoutthedoor,

Sizwewasalreadywaitingformeout

front.Igotinthecarandwedroveoff

incompletesilence.Iwantedtoask

himhetoldSivuyileaboutthatnight

butIchosetokeepmymouthshut.

Wegottocampus,Igotoffandwent

straighttomyfirstclass.Ican'treally



sayIwaspayingattentioninclass,I

wasjustlookingatthelecturer

movingherlips.Mymindwasfar

away,IwasthinkingaboutSivuyile,I

wasthinkinghowtheBusanigotmy

number.MaybeIshouldconfronthim

aboutthis!Ornot.Idon'tknowwhat

todo,thissilenttreatmentthat

Sivuyileisgivingmeiskillingme

slowly.Sureit'sonlybeenafew

hours,butstillithurtbecausehe

didn'tevenwanttogivemeachance

toexplainmyself,Ican'treallycall

himnowcausehesmashedmy

phone.Onceagainhereactedin

anger,notthatIblamehimthistime



around,thistimeIwasatfaultandI

neededtosithimdownand

apologise.

Lecture:"Classdismissed!"That'sallI

heard.Studentsmadetheirwayout

ofthelectureroom,Iwasthelastone

out.

Ase:"Andthenwena?What'supwith

youtoday?Youwerenotwithusin

class."

Zintle:"YeahB,what'swrong."



Me:"WhogaveBusanimynumber?"I

blurtedout!

Them:"Huh?"

Me:"Busani?Whogavehimmy

numbers?"Theylookedatme

confused.

Zintle:"Itswasme,Ihatethatprick."I

lookedatAsenathi.

Ase:"Woah!It'snotmeB.Iwould



neverdothattomybrother."

Me:"Thenwheredidthatarrogant

prickgetmynumber?Youknowhe

hadthenervetosendmeavery

suspiciousmessageyesterday.He

evencalledmewhileIwasstill

explainingtoSivuyileaboutthe

messageandthatshitcostmemy

phone!"

Ase:"Waitbhutiisback?Whendidhe

comeback?"

Me:"Yesterday.Andwheredidyou



guysdisappeartolastnight?"

Zintle:"Mymomcalledmetocome

backearlyforChurch,Ihadtoleave

withAsenathitogetmyclothesfrom

herflat."

Ase:"Andwhatdoyoumeanitcost

youyourphone."Istartednarratingto

themwhattranspiredbetweenme

andSivuyile.Ikeptonwipingtearsof

myface.Suchacrybaby.

Zintle:"Yohfriend.Howthehelldidhe

getyournumbercausenoneofus



haveittohim."

Ase:"Ohhellno!!"

Me:"What?"

Ase:"IthinkImighthaveanideawho

gaveyournumbertoBusani."

Me:"Who?"

Ase:"Wait."Shedialedanumberon

herphone,thepersonansweredon

thefirstring.



Person:"Missmealready."Itwas

Mark.

Ase:"MarkPillaywhydidyougive

Busanimysister'snumbers?"

Mark:"Uh...theniggawasdesperate,I

feltsorryforhimbabe.I'msorry."

Ase:"Doyouknowwhatyouhavejust

done?HuhMark?!Howcouldyou

stealmesistersnumbersfrommy

phone?Konawhogaveyou



permissiontotouchmyphone?!"

Mark:"Imsorrybaby.IthoughIwas

helpingmyfriend."

Ase:"Wellyourhelpcauseddamage

onanotherside.Didn'tItellthatjerk

tostayawayfrommyfriend?!Heh

marn!Yaziniyamqhelaumntunina

zicheeseboy!Yeseslomngqundu

weKula."Shehungup.Zintlelaughed.

Zintle:"MnqunduweKulapho?"We

laughed.



Ase:"Iamsopissedathim.Iamso

sorryB."

Me:"Itsokay,youdidn'tknow."

Ase:"Ididtherightthingbydepriving

himthecookieyesterday!Howdare

hetouchesmyphone."

Me:"Youwerewithhimyesterday?"

Ase:"Yeah.AfterZintlelefthecame

tofetchmeandwewenttohisflatto



chill,orsohesaid.Kantiswine

wantedtosleepwithme!Nowthathe

failedtodothathedecidedtosellout

mysister!Hemusthaveusedmy

fingerwhileIwassleeping.Ngutsotsi

moslo!"Iwantedtolaughedathow

dramaticshewasbeing.

•

Thedaycommencedverywell,my

friendsdidcheermeup.Iwasnotas

sadasIwaswhenIgottocampus,

evenwhenIgothomeIspentafew

hourswithChulubeforeItookalong

naponthesofa.Iwaswokenupby

somebusykissingmyface.Iwoke

uptoadrunkSivuyilestandingover



me,Isatproperlyonlytorealisethat

hisfriendswerewithhimonceagain.

Thistimehewasnottheonlyone

thatwasdrunk,Lunganiwasalso

drunk.

Sivuyile:"NankokeMadoda.Umfazi

wamomhleendamkhethelwangoZizi.

Mjongenimhlekanjani,ngowamke

lo!"Hehithischestwhiletryingto

standstill."Butshehurtme,shehurt

mereallybad.Youknowwhatshedid?

Shecheatedonme,ndiyintonjemna

abafazibayandifebela.Ohyini

Mamkoenawam,kutheniundivisa

kubuhlungukanje.(Iamjustathing,



womencheatonme.Ohwhy

Mamokoena,whyareyouhurtingme

likethis.)"Hetouchedmyface.Iwas

soscared,whatifhebeatsmeup.

"Subalekababy,sozendikubethe

wena.Never!Ndingazibethamna

kqala.(Dontmovebaby,Iwouldnever

hityou.Iwouldhitmyselffirst.)"This

wasallBusani'sfault!Ihatehim!I

hatehimsomuch.Hewenttosit

nexttoadrunkLungani.

Me:"Whathappenedtohim?"

Themba:"Youhappened.Ihaven't



seenhimlikethisinalongtime

Boitumelo.YouneedtofixthisandI

don'tknowhowyouaregoingtofix

this."

Lungani:"yeyntwanayam,mnanawe

sameWhatsAppgroup,siso."He

broughthistwoindexfingers

together.Thisisamess.

Ayanda:"amsorry,butIthinkitwould

bebetterifweleftLunganiheretoo."

Me:"Whathappenedtohim?"



Nka:"Heuhm...foundoutthathe's

girlfriendispregnantforsomeone

else."

Sivuyile:"Thesehoesain'tloyal!"He

sangoutloud.

Lungani:"Ungatshouphinde

ntwana.(Youcansaythatagain.)"

Themba:"Fixthis."Hesaidbeforehe

left.



Ayanda:"Doyouwantustohelpthem

upstairs?"

Me:"Please."AyandahelpedSivuyile

whileNkazimulohelpedLungani.

HowwasIgoingtofixthisas

Thembasaid,whileSivuyilecomes

backhomethisdrunk.Hedoesn't

eventalktomewhenhewakesup.

DearLordhelpmesolvethismess.

■

■

■



■

■

ONCEAGAINTHEREISNOPDFOF

THISSTORYSTOPASKINGMETO

'SHAREPLEASE'ONTHETHEINBOX.

AYIKHOIPDFYALENCWADI

HAEYOPDFYABUKAENA

IHOPEPEOPLEWILLFINALLY

UNDERSTAND.

[2/6,12:18PM]DeeBee:#Insert45
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◇

◇

Ican'tdealwiththisanymore.Him

notspeakingtome,cominglateat

nightdrunk!Andhestillhasthenerve

toputhe'sarmaroundmewhenhe's

sleeping.Yesthat'swhatIwokeupto

thismorning,he'sarmwasaround

meandhewassoclosetome,I

couldn'teventurn.

Fortunatelytodayhedidn'twakeup

andleave,hewasstillsleepinginMY

bed.It'stimewehadaseriouscalm

talk.



Me:"Wakeup!"Hewassnoring.

"Sivuyilewakeup!"Ishookhimhard.

Heopenedhiseyesslowly.

Sivuyile:"Haymarn.What?!"Ohnohe

didn't!

Me:"Wakeup.Weneedtotalk."

Sivuyile:"Thatswhatyouwokemeup

for?Whatdoweneedtotalkabout

exactly?"Hewasnotahappyman.

Me:"Us.Ineedtotellyouwhat



happened."

Sivuyile:"Idon'twanttohearit.Nowif

youdon'tmindcanIgobacktosleep.

Me:"IdomindSivuyile.Iamtiredof

youcomingbackhereatweehours

drunkandmakingnoise!"

Sivuyile:"It'smyhouse,IcandowhatI

wantto.Besidesitsonlybeentwo

nights"

Me:"yourhouseneh?Andit'sbeen2



nightsinarowSivuyile.Wehavea

childinthishouse,sheneedsallthe

sleepshecangetbutwenayouare

tooselfishtorealisethat."Hesatup

straight.

Sivuyile:"Selfish?Meselfish?Tell

exactlyhowismemendingmy

brokenheartselfish?Ifanythingyou

aretheonewhousselfishhere,busy

havinganaffairwithschoolboys.

Khawundehlewenandintloko"Wow!

Me:"Mendingwhatbrokenheart?

Yourheartwouldn'tbebrokenifyou



hadgivenmeachancetoexplain.If

youdidn'tjumpintoconclusionwe

wouldn'tbeinthissituation,you

wouldn'thavethatheadacheright

now."HelookedatmelikeIwas

crazy.

Sivuyile:"Justgetoutofhere."In

who'sroom?Isaidmentally.

Me:"Iamnotgoinganywhere.Weare

goingtosithereandtalk."Hegave

meaboredlook.Iwenttositnext

him,heshifted-Howchildish."Look

babe,Ididn'tcheatonyou.Iamnot



havinganaffairwithBusani."

Sivuyile:"Yeahright."

Me:"Imbeinghonest.Busaniisaguy

fromschool,he'sbeen

courting(askingmeout.)meever

sinceIstartedinUJandI'vealways

toldhimthatIammarried.Thatisthe

honesttruth."

Sivuyile:"Sohowhegetyournumber

then?Andwhydidyouspendthe

nightwithhimashesaidinthetext?"



Me:"BusaniisMark'sfriend,Mark

whohappenstobeAsenathi'snew

boyfriend.IfIhadknowthathewas

oneofMark'sfriendsIwouldhave

stayedathome.Markistheonewho

gaveBusanimynumberafter

stealingthemfromNathi'sphone."

Helookedatmeforawhile."Iswear

toGod.Ifyoudon'tbelievemeyou

cancallNathiandaskhershewilltell

youexactlywhatItoldyou."

Sivuyile:"Itsfinethere'snoneedto

callher."



Me:"Iwouldnevercheatonyou."

Sivuyile:"Ibelieveyou."

Me:"Youdo?"Myheartwasjumping

forjoy.

Sivuyile:"Ofcourse.Ishouldn'thave

jumpedintoconclusionIshouldhave

letyouexplain."Ilookedathim.

"Heyy...don'tcry.Comehere."Ididn't

evenrealiseIwascrying.Imovedup

thebedandgotinunderthecovers



withhim,heplacedmyheadonhis

chest."I'msosorryforbehavinglike

ajerk,forgivemebaby."Hekissed

myhead."It'sjustthatafterwhat

Thandiwedid,Iamalwaysexpecting

youtodothesame."

Me:"That'snotfaironme.Youknow

me,IwouldneverbelikeThandiwe."

Sivuyile:"Iknowmylove.I'mjust

scared.I'mscaredthatyoumight

realisethatIamjustaloserandIam

notgoodforyou.I'mscaredyou

mightgettiredofmyjerkassand



leaveme."Itriedtolookathim,but

hepressedhischinonheadmakingit

hardformetomoveit.

Me:"Iwouldneverleaveyou.Weare

boundbyancestorsforeverandIlove

yourjerkass."Hechuckledand

kissedmyheadonemoretime.

Sivuyile:"Nexttimedotellmewhen

yougooutatnightwith.yourfriend,

please."

Me:"Idoubttherewillbeanexttime"

helaughed.



Sivuyile:"Trustmetherewillbe,I

knowhowyouyounginsbehave."

Pssh,I'mayounginnow.

Me:"Andbabe,Idon'tlikethisthingof

youcomparingmetoThandiwe."He

movedmeandmademelieonhis

lap.

Sivuyile:"Imsorrybaby,IpromiseI

willneverdoitagain."

Me:"Pinkypromise?"Helaughed



Sivuyile:"Pinkypromise.Iforgetthat

youarestillachild."

Me:"Mxm."Helaughedagain.

Sivuyile:"Aren'tyougoingtoschool

today?"

Me:"Iam.Myclassesstartat12."

Sivuyile:"Howaboutyouskipclasses

todayandwestayinherethewhole

day."



Me:"Astemptingasthatmaysound.I

don'tlikestayinginbedforalong

time."

Sivuyile:"Heh!Lookwho'stalkinga

professionalsleepyhead."

Me:"Thereisnosuchthing.Besides

yourfriendishere?"

Sivuyile:"Who?"

Me:"Youdon'trememberwhoyou



camewithlastnight?"

Sivuyile:"No.HellIdon'teven

rememberhowIgothere."

Me:"Lungani.He'sintheotherroom.

I'msureheadacheisalsokillinghim."

Sivuyile:"Ineedpainkillers."

Me:"Youain'tgettinganyfromme."

Sivuyile:"comeonbabe.Ifeellikemy

skullisabouttocrack."



Me:"Servesyouright."

Sivuyile:"Youarecruel."

Me:"I'lltakethatasacompliment,

thankyouverymuch."Ismiled.He

staredatme.forwhilewithasmile

plasteredonhisface"What?DoI

havesomethingonmyface?"

Sivuyile:"Yes...beauty."Icouldn'thelp

butblushthenhidmyfacewithmy

hands."Don'tdothat.Youcan'thide



suchbeauty."I'mprettysuremy

cheekswerered.

Me:"Tellyouwhatsinceyouwantme

tobunkschool,wh-"

Sivuyile:"Hay,whyareyouputtingit

likethat?Isaidmissyourclasses."

Me:"That'sbunking."

Sivuyile:"Noit'snot."

Me:"Inmybooksitis."



Sivuyile:"Mxm."Igiggled.

Me:"AnywayasIwassaying,Iwas

thinkingmaybeweshouldgotothe

mallandyoumisterwillbuymea

brandnewphonesinceyousmashed

mine."

Sivuyile:"Oh!There'sthat."

Me:"Yes.IneedaphoneASAPand

I'msuremyfamilyhasbeentryingto

reachme."



Sivuyile:"Youareright.Let'sgotakea

showerthenwewillgo."

Me:"Excuseyoubrother,Ihave

alreadyshowered."

Sivuyile:"Really?Youdon'tlooklikeit.

MmmhIguessit'syourugliness."I

gasped

Me:"Hah!JustafewminutesagoI

wasbeautiful,nowIamugly?Wow."

Helaughedandpeckedonmylips.



Sivuyile:"Movekemadam."Imoved

myhead,hegotupandwenttothe

bathroomtotakeashower,whileI

stoodupandwentdownstairs.I

won'tlieIwasgladthatwehave

sortedoutourissues,itwasreally

weighingonmethathewasmadat

meforsomethingIdidn'tdo.

WhenIgotdownstairswenttothe

kitchenandtherewasLungani

drinkingadisgustinglookingdrink.

Me:"Eeuw!What'sthat?"



Lungani:"Myhangoverremedy."

Me:"Itlooksdisgusting.Icanimagine

howbadittastes."Hechuckled.

Lungani:"Youhavenoidea."I

proceededIpluggedinthekettle.

"Howdidigetherelastnight."I

laughed.

Me:"Idon'tknowhey.Someone

knockedonthedoorandwhenIwent

toopen,thereyouweresloshedon

thefloor."Hiseyeswidened.



Lungani:"Youarejokingright?"Iwas

tryingsohardtomaintainastraight

face.

Me:"Iamnot."

Lungani:"Shit!DidIcomeherewith

mycar?"Ishookmyhead."Nonono!

AreyousureLunathi?"Hewas

panickingnow,Icouldn'tholditin

anymoreIburstoutwithlaughter.

Me:"I'mjoking.Yourfriendsbrought



youhere."Isaidwhilemakingmyself

acupofcoffee.

Lungani:"yeeerLunathi!Youwillgive

meheartattackwenamarn."I

laughedonceagain.

Me:"Soyoudon'trememberanything

fromlastnight?"

Lungani:"Irememberarrivingatthe

barandmeetingthegentsthereand

tellingthemaboutZimasa."Zimasa

ishisgirlfriend.



Me:"Zimasaneh.Youdoknowthat

youdon'thavetodrinkYourselfto

deathbecauseofagirl."

Lungani:"That'sNotamdoing.I'm

judgingnumbingthepain."

Me:"Wellalcoholisthesolutiontodo

that.Youwillendbeinganalcoholic

andlosingeverythingthatyou

workedhardforjustbecauseofa

meregirl."



Lungani:"AgirlthatIloved."He

defended.

Me:"Thereareplentymoregirlsout

therewhodeserveyourlove.Donot

liseyourselfbecauseofaperson

who'sprobablyrejoicingwherever

sheis.Iam100percentsure

whereversheissheisstressfreeand

laughing,andnotsufferingfrom

hangover."

Lungani:"Thatgirlcrushedmysoul

Lunathi,Ican'tgetoveritthatfast."



Me:"Imnotsayinggetoveritnow,allI

amsayingisfindanotherwayto

distractyourselffromthepainyou

arefeelingbecausealcoholis

definitelynotasolutionLungani.You

aretoohandsometobeturningintoa

drunkforsomestupidgirl."

"Handsome?"ThatwasSivuyile

enteringthekitchen."Nonono,don't

saythattohimyouwillgivehimthe

wrongidea."Ilaughed.

Lungani:"Yeeyunomonantwana!"



Sivuyile:"Mywifecan'tgoaround

complimentingothermenwhileIam

here."

Me:"Thebiggreenmonsterisoutto

playtoday."MeandLunganilaughed.

Sivuyile:"Onaseriousnoteboy,

Lunathiisright."

Lungani:"ThatIamhandsome?"

Sivuyile:"Nofool!I'mnottalking

aboutthat."



Lungani:"OhIthoughtyouwere

agreeingwithheronthat"Ilaughed

Sivuyile:"Sies!Idon'tcompliment

guys.I'mtalkingaboutusingalcohol

toforgetZimasa.Thatisnota

solutionmyguy,youshouldfind

somethingelse."

Lungani:"Like?"Sivuyilegavehima

naughtysmile.

Sivuyile:"Areboundgirl."What!



Lungani:"Nehntwana?Whydidn'tI

thinkofthat."

Me:"Becauseit'sastupididea.Why

wouldyouwanttohurtanothergirl

likethat?Youofallpeopleknowhow

painfullyitistobehurtbysomeone

youthoughlovedyou.Haimarnguys

growup."TheylookedatmelikeI

wasstupid.

Sivuyile:"What'swrongwitha

reboundgirl?"



Me:"Didn'tyouhearwhatIjustsaid?

Wowyouguysarehopeless.Letme

goseemydaughter."

○

■

Wehadjustgotbackfromourday

out.Itwasmeanttobeabondingday

formeandSivuyilebuthisfriend

decidedtotagalong.Wehadlunch

andwentshoppingforafewclothes,

wellI'mtheonewhowasdoingthe

shoppingforbothmeandSivuyile

whiletheywaitedformeinthecar.

SivuyilealsosaidIshouldleavethe

phoneshoppingtohim,hewillgetit



formeanditwillbeasurprise.Iwas

packingmyclothesinthecloset

whensomeonedecidedtodisturbme.

Sivuyile:"Youbusy?"Really?

Me:"OfcourseIam.Why?"

Sivuyile:"Igotyoursurprise."That

mustbemyphone.Ijumpedupon

myfeet.

Me:"Whereisit?"



Sivuyile:"Come."Hetookmyhand

andledmetothebedroom,andthere

ontopofthebedlaidagiftbag.I

yankedmyhandfromhimandranto

takethegift,Icouldnotbelievemy

eyeswhenIsawit.Iscreamedand

jumpedbeforegivinghimalingering

kiss.

Sivuyile:"Youlikeit?"

Me:"DoIlikeit?Areyouserious?It's

freakenIPhone7plus,Iloveit!"Iwas

reallysurprised,Ithoughthewas

goingtobuymethesamephone,I



reallydidn'texpectthis.

Sivuyile:"Imgladyouloveitmylove."

Me:"MyGod!Ican'twaittotake

beautifulsnapswiththisbaby."

Sivuyile:"Eyyouandpictures."

Me:"Selfiesarelife."

Sivuyile:"Youaremylife."Heheldmy

waist.Thatwasrandom.Iturnedand

hegavemeamindblowingkiss.Just



whenhewasshovinghishandinmy

trackpants,Istoppedhim."What?"

Hemumbledinmymouth.Igently

pushedhimaway.

Me:"Yourfriendiswaitingforyou

downstairs."

Sivuyile:"Aybaby,hewillunderstand.I

needyourightnow."Heplacedmy

handinhishardon.

Me:"HaySivuyile,leavingyiurfriend

onhisownisrudehle.Wewilldothis

tonight,Ipromise."



Sivuyile:"Iwantyounownje."Hewas

nibblingonmyear.

Me:"Mmmhmm."

Sivuyile:"I'llbequick."

Me:"Asif.Stopithle."

Sivuyile:"Youkodwahaybaby."I

wantedtolaughcausehereally

wantedthis."Kancincimntuwam.I

haven'tbeeninthereinalongtime."



That'strue,IkindamisseduJama.I

grabbedhisfaceandkissedhim,he

gladlyrespondedwhilelayingmeon

thebed....

Me:"Whuu!"Isaidbreathingloudly.

Wewerenowsweatingandpanting.

Thatwasonehellofasessionwe

hadthere.

Sivuyile:"Ineedthat.I'mnevergoing

awayagain."Ilaughed.

Me:"Whatofyoudogetthe

contract?"



Sivuyile:"Illmakeaplan."Ilaughed

causeIknewhewouldneverdothat.

Me:"Letmegotakeashowerbefore

yousellmedreams.Hepulledme

backtohimwhenIattemptedtoget

up.

Sivuyile:"Iwanttogoagain."Sivuyile's

sexdrivewashardtokeepupwith

sometimes.
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WhatagreatwomanIwasblessed



with.Eventhoughit'sonlybeenafew

monthswe'vebeentogetherIstill

lookatherandfeelblessed,whenI

countmyblessingInamehertoo.

She'stooperfect,yesIsaiditperfect.

Thethoughtofanothermantouching

herorlookingatherina

inappropriatewaymakesmegowild,

that'swhyIwassofuriouswhenI

sawthatmessage.AndwheneverI

amdeeplyhurtbysomething,Ipush

peopleawayanddrinkmypainaway

hencethelatenightdrinking.My

biggestfearislosingher,IknowIam

ajerkandanassehole,shemightget

tiredofmyassandleave,I'meven



morescaredatthefactthatifIdo

somethingthatwillmakeherleave

theancestorswon'tbebymyside,

theywillbebyherside.Shedoesn't

knowthisyetandIdon'tintendon

tellingherbecauseitmightmakeme

loseherwhenIfuckup,notthatIam

planningonfuckingupjustthatyou

neverknowwhatthefutureholdsfor

us.Selfishasitmaysound,amonly

planningtotellherthiswhenIcan

seethatsheisdeeplyinlovewithme.

Wehadjustfinishedourlovemaking

session,weweregettingreadytogo

downstairsandjoinLungani.Idon't

evenknowwhyhe'sstillherecause



he'smakingmeloseoutonspending

timeinbedwithmywife.Ineedto

bondwithherinaspecialway,ifyou

knowwhatImean.ImeanIwasin

DurbanforalmostaweekandwhenI

camebackthingsgotoutofhand.I

needtimewithmywife.

Wewentdownstairshandinhand,

herhandfeltsoft,I'veneverfeltlike

thisaboutawomanbefore,sure

therewasthisoneparticularwomanI

washeadoverheelswith,butsee

withLunathiit'sdifferent,it'slikeI

havefoundamissingpuzzletomy

puzzledlife.



Me:"Andthennina?"IaskedwhenI

sawallmyfriendssittingwith

Lunganiinthelounge.

Lungani:"Askthemntwana,Idon't

evenknowwhattheywanthere

causenoonecalledthem."

Me:"Youarealsonotsupposedtobe

here.BecauseofyouIammissing

outongivingmywifethebestorga-"

Lunathi:"OKAY!Helloguys."Shesaid

withasmile,thatwasgladlyreturned

fromfriends."Don'tmindthisone,



he'sbeengrumpysincemorning."

Me:"Hahbaby."

Themba:"Maybeheneedssome

loving."Hewinked.

Lunathi:"Ithinkthat'smycuetoleave.

Haveyoueaten?"

Them:"No!"Theysaidinunison,even

iftheydideattheyweren'tgoingto

admititbecausetheseasswantmy

wifetocookforthem,imaginethe



disrespect.

Lunathi:"OkayI'llmakeyou

somethingtoeatinthemeantime

whileIstartwiththepots."

ManxelewalkedinwithChuluinher

arms,shegreetedbeforehanding

overhertohermom.

Manxele:"She'scomingdownwith

somethingshe'sbeenrestlessthe

wholeday.Ithoughtshemightwant

tobeinhermother'scare."



Lunathi:"ItsokayMah.Thanks."She

left

Nka:"CanIholdherplease."

Themba:"Idoubtshewillwantto

leavehermother'shands."

Me:"ButI'msureshewillwanther

daddy."

Ayanda:"Ayymarndon'tsaythat.

Thatsasexualtermnow."



Me:"Toyouchildlessidiots,notto

me."IreachedoutmyhandstoChulu,

thisgirljustlookedatthemandlaid

onhermother'sshoulder,muchto

theguys'amusement.Theylaughed

outloud.SuchbetrayalChulu!

"Mommyisgoingtocooksweetheart.

Cometodaddy."Herlipsstarted

quivering,nextthingacryingsound

escapedherlips.

Lunathi:"Sivuyilemarn."Shewas

pattingChulu'sbackgently

Me:"WhatdidIdo?Shecan'teven



hearme."

Lunathi:"Dropyourhandscauseshe

doesn'twantyou."Idroppedmy

hands.

Ayanda:"ukhalisainganemanje,

uyiflopkodwawena."Theylaughed.

Me:"Youhavetocookbabe.I'lltake

careofher."Shelookedatmebefore

handingaveryunhappyChulutome,

hehthisgirlhowcanshetreather

ownfatherlikethis.Iwentsitdown

with,shewasn'tevenlookingatme,



hereyeswereuptoLunathi,traitor.

WhenLunathiturnedtowalktothe

kitchen,theliltraitorstartedcrying

onceagain.

Themba:"umenzeniumntwana(What

didyoudotothechild?)Whydoesn't

shewantyou."Theseniggaswere

enjoyingthisshit.

Me:"Calmdownbaby.Mommyhasto

cook."Itriedtocalmherdownbut

thelilmisswasn'thavinganyofit.

Lunathi:"Justgivehertome."



Me:"Areyousure?"

Lunathi:"Yes.Thembapleasepass

methattowel."

Themba:"itsbhutiThemba."We

laughed.Hepassedthetoweltoher.

Lunathi:"ThankyouBHUTIThemba."

Sheemphasizedonbhuti.

Themba:"Goodgirl."



Me:"Sowhatareyougoingtodo?Do

youwantmetocook?"

Allofthem:"Nooooo!"Hawu!

Me:"Excuseme,what'swrongwith

mycooking?"

Nka:"Itspoisonous,wearenot

planningondyingtodaysoplease

helpus."

Lungani:"Unlessyouhavepastor

Makamu'snumberonspeeddialthen



youcancook."

Me:"Haters."

Lunathi:"Itsfine,I'llmanage.I'lljust

putheronmybackuntilshefalls

asleep."

Me:"Letmehelpyouwiththat."I

stoodup."ShhhI'monlyhelpingyou."

IsaidtoaverymeanlookingChulu.I

placedheronherbackandcovered

herwithatowel.



Ayanda:"Yatefayeer."

Me:"Tellmeaboutit."

Lunathi:"Leavemybabyalonetuu."

Sheturnedandlefttothekitchen,I

satdownonthecouchwithasmile

onmyface.Thatwasaverybeautiful

sight.

Nka:"Ntwanayouareblessed!"

Me:"Iknowman,Iknow."



Themba:"I'mgladtoseethatyou

guyshavesortedoutyourissues."

Me:"Yeah.Ikindaoverreacted.WellI

jumpedintoconclusions."

Them:"Asalways."

Me:"Hey!What'sthatsupposedto

mean?"

Ayanda:"Nothing,justthatyoutendto

overreactmostofthetime."



Me:"YeahIknow."

Themba:"Sokak'hlekak'hlewhat

happened."

Me:"Eyykhonaenyeibhariefuna

umntuwam(there'sthisfoolthat

wantsmyperson.)Andiserious

lentwanafromwhatIheard.He

happenstobefriendswithAsenathi's

boyfriend,that'showhegotthe

numbers."

Lungani:"Asenathihasaboyfriend?"I

lookedathimwithawarninglook.



Me:"That'swhatIjustsaidmos."

LunganihaslustedoverAsenathi

eversincehemether,nowAsenathi

ismycousin(whichmakeshermy

sister)andIamnotabouttolether

beplayedbyLungani.Yeahsuremy

niggawascommittedtoagirlnotso

longago,buthehadsidepiecesand

that'snotwhatIwantmysistertobe

caughtupinallthatbullshit.Plusthis

guyjustgothe'sheartbrokenandhe

wastalkingaboutgettingarebound

girlandmysisterisnotthat.



Lungani:"Oh."Thegentslaughed.

TheyknowaboutThe"crush"hehas

onher.

Themba:"Soyouweresayignabout

Asenathi'sBOYFRIEND."Hesaid

crackinghimselfup,he'sstupid.

Me:"ThefoolstoleLunathi'snumber

fromAse'sphoneandgavethemto

thatguy."

Ayanda:"That'snotcool.Whywould

hedothat?"



Me:"Guesshewastryingtohelphis

friendgetachickthathelikes.My

wife!"ThiswholeBusaniguything

wasn'tsittingwithmewell,thinkthat

thisistheguythatshe'ssees

everydayatschoolpissesmeoff.

Themba:"Maybeyoushouldhavea

talkwiththisguy."

Me:"Iwasthinkingthesamething,

butIthinkthat'sabitimmature."



Nka:"Immatureforwho?Ntwanathat

dudeisseriousaboutgettingyour

womanandI'msurehe'snotgoingto

stopatnothingtogether.Wenayou

justneedtorolluponhimandtell

himwhat'swhat!Hecan'ttakeyou

forapoes."

Me:"Nahman.IthinkIwillletthisone

slide."

Ayanda:"Questionis,ishegoingto

letHERslide?"Damn!

Themba:"That'sagoodquestion."



Me:"Ican'tberunningafteranigga

tellinghimtostayawayfrommy

womanasifI'mahighschoolkid."I

can't"anywayIboughtheraring,that

willsuremakehimstayaway."YesI

didbuyLunathiaring,asmuchaswe

arepracticallymarriedIamstill

scaredofaskinghertowearmy

ring,stupidIknow.Idon'tknow

whetherIshouldmaybedoa

romanticsetupandgiveittoher,orI

shouldjustgiveittoherandtellher

toputiton.I'mjustconfused.



Themba:"Yesboy!Nowallthat'sleft

iswhitewedding."

"ooooowho'sgettingmarried."She

saidwalkinginwithatrayof

sandwiches.

Themba:"Afriendofours,youdon't

knowhim."Lol,thatwasanicesave.

Lunathi:"mmmhnice.Andtheyare

havingawhitewedding?Cool."

Ayanda:"MyGod,girlsandwhite



weddings."

Lunathi:"Notallgirlslovewhit

weddingAyandahle."

Ayanda:"Wenadoyoulikeawhite

wedding?"Ilikewherethisconvois

going.

Lunathi:"Notreally.ActuallyIdon't

likeawhitewedding.I'dchose

traditionalweddingsoverandover

again."Wow!



Lungani:"Cleverchoicemakoti."

Me:"She'sstillnotsleeping?"Iwas

referringtoChulu.

Lunathi:"Idoubtshewill.She'sbeena

bitquietthough.Mypoorbabyis

sick."

Me:"Uyatefaqha."

Lunathi:"Mxm.Cantwopeoplecome

andtaketheplatesandthejuice."

NkazimuloandAyandafollowedher



tothekitchen.Theyreturnedwith

plates,glassesandabottleofjuice.

Themba:"IthinkIwanttogetmarried

now."Welaughed."DudeIwantto

haveyourlife.Jonganje,yougoto

bedonafullstomach,youwakeup

toabeautifulfaceeveryday.Youget

towatchyourwifewalkaroundthe

kitchenwithyourbabyonherback,

that'ssomeshitrightthere.That

mustbetheemostbeautifulsight

youhaveeverseen."

Me:"Itisntwana.AndIamsurewith



ThandiweIwasn'tgoingto

experiencethis."

Nka:"Youareoneluckymother

fucker."

Themba:"Sotellme,how'sitgoing

withthedivorce?"Yeahthat!

Me:"She'srefusingtosignthedivorce

papers,shesaysshedeserveshalfof

everythingIown."

Ayanda:"Ithoughtyouguyssigneda



Prenup."

Me:"Wedid.Idon'tknowwhyshe's

actinglikethis,evenafterIofferedto

giveheraR10000monthlyallowance.

Shestilldoesn'twanttosignthe

papers."

Lungani:"Whatisshegoingtodowith

halfofyourshares?Shecan'teven

runasalonoratuckshop.She's

beingambitious."

Me:"AndIwanttogetthisoverand

donewithsoIcanmarryLunathi



lawfully.Changehersurnameandall

thatshit."

Themba:"Ithoughhersurnamewas

changed."

Me:"Thatwastheplan.Butthings

didnthappenasplanned.Wedon't

evenhaveamarriagecertificate,her

IDisstillundertheMokoena

surname."

Themba:"Youneedtodothatsoon

beforeshegraduatesbecauseitwill

bemorecomplicatedonceshe



graduates."

Me:"Assoonasthatbitchsignsthe

papersI'mgettingtheballrolling."

Themba:"MaybewecanaskLuzuko

tohelpuswiththis.Maybeoneofhis

thugscanshakeherupabitand

forcehertosignthepapers."

Nka:"Ehhnowyouwanttocall

gangstersonthepoorgirl."

Ayan:"Poorgirlyamasimba.She



deservesit."

Me:"That'sagreatidea.I'llcall

Luzukofirstthingtomorrow."

Wesataroundtheloungetalkingand

catchingup.LateronLunathiwas

donewithdinner,wesataroundthe

dinningtableandhadaverynice

mealpreparedbymybeautifulwife.

Theguyscouldnotstop

complimentinghercookingskills,

Thembaendeduptakingaskhaftin.

WewenttobedwithChulusinceshe

didn'twanttobeawayfromhermom

whichsuckedformebecausethat



meannogoodnightandmorning

gloryforme,butIwashappythatI

wassleepingwiththebothofthem,

myheartfeltcomplete.

○

●
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Damn!Ihaveclassestoday.Ithought

asIswitchedoffmyalarm.Iwokeup

andtookalongrelaxingbath,Ihad

timetodoallthatsinceIwokeup

early.Igotoutthebathanddriedmy

body,Iwrappedthetowelaroundmy

bodythenIwenttowakeSivuyileup.



Sivuyile:"Shit!"

Me:"What'swrong?"Heuncoveredhis

lowerbodyandIwasgreetedbyhis

erection,Ilaughed."Takeacold

showerbaby."

Sivuyile:"Howaboutyoutakeacold

onewithme?"

Me:"Sh-"babycries."Ahh

unfortunatelythemadamisawake,

sosorryboss."



Sivuyile:"Youcantakeherto

Mam'Luvonjebaby."

Me:"Youwillbelateforworkstop

askingmeforsexandgotakea

shower."

Sivuyile:"Tjoh!Uyavimbababy

shame."Shegotupthebedandwent

tothebathroom.

Me:"Morningmysweetypie."Itooka

bottleandplaceditinhermouth



whilebalancingitwithapillowso

thatIwouldn'thavetoholditforher.I

lotionedmybodyandthenIwentto

theclosettolookforsomethingto

wear.Seethisiswhatalwaysmakes

melate,Ijustsitinthisclosetand

lookateachaneveryclothingIhave

andstillstruggletocomeupwithan

outfit.Iheardthebathroomdoor

openingandclosing.

Me:"Babe."

Sivuyile:"Yesmylove."



Me:"Couldyoucomehereforasec."

Hecame."WhatshouldIwear?"He

lookedatmewithaweirdlook,then

hewentstraighttomydresssection

hetookoutthemosthideousdress

outofallmydresses.Itwasnot

reallyhideous,Ijustdon'tlikeitit

mademelooklikeamom,Ineedto

throwitawaycauseIneverwearif.

Sivuyile:"This."Hesaidwithasmile.

Me:"That?"Ifrowned.

Sivuyile:"Yes.What'swrongwithit?"



Me:"Itsugly,Idon'tlikeit.Itmakesme

lookfat."

Sivuyile:"Noitdoesn't."He'sonly

seenmewearingitonce,whatdoes

heknow."Thisdressisperfect."

Me:"Youknowwhatbabe,IthinkI

willbefine.Iwillchoosemyown

outfit."

Sivuyile:"Hawu.ThatswhatIgetfor

helping?Hehhayalright."Ilaughed.



Me:"Youtriedlover,youtried."

Sivuyile:"Mxm."Hewentoutthe

closet.Ilaughed,myGodIlovehim

sobad!Iwentthroughmyclosetfor

afewminutes,Ifinallysettledformy

blackAdidasleggings,ablackAdidas

hoodyandmyAdidassneakers.

Me:"Loverwhere'syourAdidascap?"

Hewasfixinghistieinthemirror.

Sivuyile:"Youtookitamonthback."



Me:"Ibroughtitback."

Sivuyile:"Noyoudidn't,it'snotonthe

closet."TrustSivuyiletolieabout

stupidthings,hedidn'twantmeto

wearthatcapcauseIdon'tbringit

backonceItakeit.Ialwaystellhim

thatwhat'shisisminemos.Iwent

backtotheclosetandfounditonhis

side.Iworeitonmymaroonbob

weaveandappliedmyredmatte

Lipstick.IwasslayingI'mtellingyou.

Ijustfeltlikelookingprettytoday,

plusIwasmeetingupwithmy



siblingsafterclass,Iphonedthem

withSivuyile'sphonesinceminewas

charging.

SivuyilewhistledwhenIwalkedout

thecloset.

Sivuyile:"mfazikabanilo?(Who'swife

isthis?)Shecan'tbemine,mnaI

marriedaveryuglyhumanbeing."

JustasIwasblushinghehadtospoil

it,mxm.

Me:"Where'sChulu?"



Sivuyile:"ItookhertoMam'Luvo.You

lookbeautifulmylove."Iblushed.

Me:"Thankyoubaby."

Sivuyile:"Areyousureyouarestill

goingtoschool?"

Me:"NoI'mgoingonadatewith

someguyImetyesterdayatthe

mall."Helaughed.

Sivuyile:"Welldotellthatguythatyou



haveahusbandwhohasagunand

he'snotafraidtouseit."Ilaughedat

that,hedoesn'townagun.

Me:"Don'tyouhaveameetingtoday?"

Sivuyile:"Ido.Butit'sat12.I'mgoing

tostartatthesurgerythengotoZC

lateron.TheDurbanguysaidhehas

madehisdecision."

Me:"WellIhopeyougetthedeal."

Sivuyile:"Metoo.Weneedthis."



Me:"Fingerscrossed."

Sivuyile:"HayI'mdrivingyouto

campustoday,peopleneedtosee

yougettingdroppedoffbyyour

husband."Wow!

Me:"Usethepoloplease,Idon'twant

anynastystares."

Sivuyile:"Theyhavetostare.They

mustknowthatthequeenhasarrived!

IfIhadmyPorscheIwasgonnause



it,butIguesswewillsettleforthe

GLA."Irolledmyeyes."Let'sgo

honey."

Ididn'tkissChulugoodbyetoday,I

didn'twanthertocrywhenIleft.I

thinkshe'scomingdownwithaflu

that'swhyshe'ssoclingy.Whenwe

gottoCampus,myfriendswerethere

standingabitfarfromwherewe

wereparked.Sivuyilecametomy

sideandopenedthedoorforme,

whichwasweirdcauseheneverdoes

that.Myfriendswerestandingthere

withMarkandBusani,Iwonderwhat

Markwasdoinghere.



Me:"Thisisnew.Youopeningthe

doorforme?"Helaughed.

Sivuyile:"Youaretoohottoopenthe

doorforyourself."

Me:"Thisistheemostsimpleoutfit

thatyouarefussingover."

Sivuyile:"Babe,yourcurvesareout.

Youlooksexyasfuckinthatsimple

outfit,andfaceisbeautiful."

Me:"Mustbethecap."Thisentire



timehewasholdingmywaistandI

hischest.

Sivuyile:"Noit'snot.Youarealways

beautiful.Withandwithoutthecap."I

blushed.

Me:"WellIneedtogo.Theyare

waitingforme."Heturnedtolook

whereIwaspointing.

Sivuyile:"Andwhoarethoseguys

theyarestandingwith?"OhhellNo!



Me:"Idon'tknowthem,I'venever

seenthembefore."Ayyforgiveme,I

don'twantanydramahereon

campus.

Sivuyile:"Mmmh.Gimmeakiss."He

didn'thavetoaskmetwice.Igave

himalingeringkiss."Enjoyyourday."

Me:"Iloveyou."

Sivuyile:"NotmorethanIdomylove."

Hekissedmyforehead.Hewentto

thesideofthecar,hegotinand

droveoff.Iquicklywalkedtomygirls,



Busaniclickedhistongueandleftthe

minuteIgotthere.

Me:"Andthen?"

Ase:"Don'tmindhim,he'scrazy."I

chucked.

Zintle:"Bitch!Lookatyouglowingand

all.Iseeyougotyourmanback."

Me:"Yesofcoursegirl.I'msohappy,

andguesswhatbitches?"



Ase:"YouknowIdon'tplayno

guessinggames."

Me:"Mxm.Partypooper."Itookout

mybrandnewIPhonefrompocket.

"Bam!"Ihelditoutforthem.They

startedscreamingandjumpingup

anddown.

Zintle:"We'vebeenwaitingforyouto

jointheAppleworld."

Me:"wellgirlswelcomethenew

memberoftheAppleworld."We

screamed.Markwasjuststanding



therelookingatusasifwearecrazy.

"Mark,aren'tyousupposedtobein

school?"

Mark:"Iam.Ijustwantedtocome

hereandapologisetoyoufaceto

face.Ididn'tmeantodisrespectyou

bygivingBusaniyournumbers,andI

didn'tknowthatyouwereina

relationship."

Ase:"marriagebabe,marriage.Not

relationshipnjeqha!"

Mark:"YeahI'mreallysorry.And



pleasedoapologisetothePrincefor

me."Ofcourseheknowsmy

husband.

Me:"Iwillcertainlydothat.Andyou

areforgivenMark."

Mark:"ThankyouB."Hegavemea

hug."Nowifyouwillexcuseme

ladies,Ihaveaclasstoattend."He

kissedhisgirlfriendgoodbyethenhe

left.

Ase:"Girlyoushouldhaveseen

Busani'sfavewhenyougotofthe



car."Shesaidaswewalkedtoclass.

Zintle:"Helookedlikehewasreadyto

explode."

Ase:"Icouldfeelhimblowsomeair

onmyweavethroughhisnostrils."

Welaughed.

Me:"Whatwashedoingwithyou

vele?"

Ase:"Hesaidhewaswaitingforyou.

Wetoldmetoleavebuthewasn't



havingit."

Zintle:"Hedidn'tknowthathewas

goingtogetthesurpriseofhislife."

Beep!Thatwasmyphone.

"Ididn'ttakeyouforoneofthose

girlswhosettledforbeingside

chicks.Wellnewsflash,thePrinceis

happilymarriedtohiswifeitwould

doyousomegoodtoremove

yourselffromhimbeforeyougetyour

littleheartbroken.Icareaboutyou

toomuchtoseethathappening.



BTW:Youlookbeautifultoday,as

always.

Busani".Hehthismotherfucker!

Me:"Mhlolo!"

Ase:"What'swrong?"Igavethemmy

phonetoreadforthemselves.These

foolsjustburstoutinlaughter.

Zintle:"Hedoesn'tknowthatyouare

thewifethathekeepstalkingabout."



Ase:"Girl.Youneedtoupdateyour

socialmedia.Peopleneedtoknow

thatyouarethecrownedqueen."

Me:"Ohcomeon,peopledoknow

that."

Ase:"Notheydon't.Theyonlyhave

picturesofyourweddingwhichare

notclear,andyourweddingwas

monthsagomostofthepeopledon't

rememberyou.Weneedtokeepyou

relevant."

Me:"WellIdon'twantfame."Wegot



toourlectureroomandsatdownat

theback.

Zintle:"Wellfameiswhatyouneedto

getridofannoyingasseslikeBusani,

unlessofcourseyoulikethe

attentionhisgivingyou."

Me:"What?!HellNo!It'sjustthatI'm

notreadyforthatkindofpressure,

themedia,takingpicsleftrightand

center,tryingtoactperfect.Ican'tdo

that,I'msurepeoplearenoteven

interestedinme."



Ase:"Ohtrustmetheyare.Everytime

somethingaboutbhutiisposted,they

alwaysaskaboutyou."

Me:"Youarelying."

Ase:"I'mserious.Letmeshowyou."

Hetookoutherphoneandwenton

Instagram,shesearchedfora'Xhosa

Princefans'page.Sheclickedonthe

recentpicture,thenshowedmethe

comments.Mostofthemwereabout

peopleaskingformypicture,they

wantedtoseewhoIam.



Me:"Thisisnicepicturehey."

Ase:"Ididn'tsaylookatyourman."

Shetookherfromme.

Zintle:"So?Areweupdatingyour

socialmediaaccounts?"

Me:"I'llthinkaboutit."Thelecturer

gotinandwestartedwiththelesson.

•

°

IwaswalkedintotheresturantwereI

wasmeetingmysiblings.Ihaven't



seentheminalmostamonth,Ireally

missedthem.

Me:"Helloyous."

Bontle:"Baby."

Thabo:"Poonkie."Ismiledasthey

stooduptohugmebeforeIsatdown.

Lizwi:"Lookatyouprincess,youare

glowing."

Me:"Thatisacomplimentsothank



youbhuti."

Bontle:"Maybeyouarepregnant."I

widenedmyeyes.

Thapelo:"Pregnant?Howcauseshe's

notsexuallyactive."Oops!

Bontle:"Youcanneverknowmydear

brother.Wedon'tstaywithherinthat

house."Wow!Bontleisreally

throwingmeunderthebusrightnow.

Lizwi:"Howareyourstudiesgoing?"



Me:"Sofarsogood.Icanreally

complainaboutanything.Weactually

startingwithourtestssoon."

Thabang:"Ihopeyouarestudying."

Me:"OfcourseIam.Andyouguys

oweme,especiallyyouabutiLizwi."

Lizwi:"Weoweyouwhatnow?"

Me:"Gifts.Ipassedmymatricwith

flyingcoloursandyouguysdidn'tbuy



megiftsasyourpromised."

Thabo:"Idon'trememberpromising

youanygift."

Me:"Youdid.Andifyoudon'tbuyit

soon,I'mgivingy'allsilenttreatment."

Thapelo:"Hah!Youarenotserious."

Me:"OhyesIambrother."

Lizwi:"Thisispurebullying."



Bontle:"Itismylove.Imaginebeing

bulliedbyayourlittlesister,how

awful."

Me:"Soit'ssettled,beforetheendof

themonthIamgettingmygifts?

Perfect!"Ididn'twaitforthemto

answer.

Bontle:"HehPookie.Yourbrotherhas

agirlfriend."

Me:"Who?AbutiThapelo?"



Thapelo:"Hellno!"

Bontle:"Thabo."

Me:"What?Whoisit?"Iwaspraying

thatitwasnotZintle.

Bontle:"Somehighschoolcheek.She

issocutehlewenaandveryhumbleI

loveher."ThanksGod

Me:"You'vealreadymether?"



Thabo:"Notbychoice!"Ilaughed.

Bontle:"Youwereinpublic,therewas

nowayIwasgoingtodrivepast

whileIjustsawmybrother

romancingagirl."

Me:"Sowhathappenedtofeelingmy

friend?"

Lizwi:"That'swhatIwouldalsoliketo

know."

Thabo:"IneversaidIwasfeelingyour



friend,youguysjustassumedIwas."

Thabang:"Yeahtakingherphone

whileshe'stalkingtoherboyfriendis

notfeelingher,haysure."

Thapelo:"Notforgettinghowhewas

starringatheronChristmasday."

Lizwi:"Dude,youevenforgottogreet

yoursister."Welaughed.

Thabo:"Look.WhatIhavewithZintle

isnotloveyo-"excuseme!



Me:"Woah!Whatyouhave?"

Thabang:"Thulawena(Shutup.)"

Thabo:"AsIwassaying...WhatIhave

withZintleisn'tlove,it'sjustastrong

attractionnothingmuch."

Me:"Youmeanyouareattractedto

her."

Thabo:"Iincludedtwopeopleinthat

sentencelilsis,listenproperly."He



saidinaJacobZumaaccent.

Me:"Imconfused."

Thapelo:"EhhIthinkyouandyour

bestfriendneedtodosomecatching

up,becauseausiomorao(because

sisteryouarebehind.)"Whatthehell

isgoingonhere.

Bontle:"NnaIjusthopewenaThabo

youwon'tplaythatgirl.Shelookstoo

cutetobehurt."Iwasnolonger

interestedinthisconversation,Iwas

justthinkingaboutZintleandmy



brother.Whatcouldbegoingon

betweenthesetwo?Andhowlong

hasitbeengoingonfor?

♡

♡

♡
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AfterspendingtimewithmysiblingsI

decidedtogosurpriseSivuyileat

work.IgottotheZCbuilding.Istill

rememberitfromwhenIcamehere

withMrsDtodiscussweddingplans

withSivuyileandthatjerkwasrudeto

me.Iwentstraighttothereceptionist,

itwasstillthesameone(Stella).

Me:"UhHi."

Stella:"Hi."Shewasn'tevenlookingat

me.



Me:"IsSivuyilein?"Shelookedupat

me

Stella:"YoumeanMrDlamini?"

Me:"Uhmyes,him."

Stella:"Doyouhaveanappointment

withhim?"

Me:"No,butI'msurehewouldliketo

seeme."



Stella:"Wellhe'sinameetingright

now,Ican'tcallhim.Sowhydon'tyou

gobackhomeandmakean

appointment."

Me:"Whydon'tImakeonenow?"

Stella:"Youneedtocalltomakean

appointment."Wowthisgirlisrude.

Shedoesn'tknowwhoIam.

"OhSt-Babe!"ThatwasMYman.

"Whatareyoudoinghere?"



Me:"Icametosurpriseyouwitha

visit."

Sivuyile:"Wellthisisapleasant

surprise."Hekissedmycheek."Stella

whydoyouhavemywifestanding

hereinsteadofsendinghertomy

office?"

Stella:"Imsorrysir,Ididn'tknowshe

wasyourwife.I'msorryma'am."Oh

I'mma'amnow.

Sivuyile:"Nexttimedon'tmakehere

waitherjustsendherthroughtomy



office.AndpleasegetMrSingha

drivertotakehimtothehotel."

Stella:"Imonitsir."

Sivuyile:"Andyoumadam,let'sgo

thisway.Letmetakethat."Hetook

mybagandledthewaytothe

elevator,hishadwasonthebackof

mywaist.

Me:"Youdon'thaveaPA?"Iasked

whenwepassedanemptydesk.



Sivuyile:"Ido.Isentheronanerrand.

Sheshouldbebackonanhourorso."

She?Mmmh."Makeyourself

comfortable."Iwenttositatthe

couchthathadacovertablewitha

jarofsweets,Ididn'twasteanytimeI

startedmunchingonthosesweets.

Me:"Youdon'tevenlikesweets.Why

doyouhavetheminyouroffice?"

Sivuyile:"TheywereagiftfromSandi

lastmonth."

Me:"Sandi?"



Sivuyile:"MyPA."Heh!

Me:"Whywasshebuyingyougifts?"

Hechuckled

Sivuyile:"Tothankmeforgivinghera

job."

Me:"Whodoesthat?"

Sivuyile:"Peoplewithbrainsandgood

hearts."



Me:"Goodheartneh?Wellthat'sa

stupidthingtodo,andifshewanted

tobuyyouathankyougiftshecould

haveboughtyousomethingelse,not

sweets."Hestoodupfromhischair

andwalkedtomeslowlywithasilly

smileonhisface.

Sivuyile:"amIsensingthegreen

monster?"Mxm.

Me:"What?Ofcoursenot.Whywould

Ibejealous."Hesaynexttome.

Sivuyile:"Jealousthatsomeoneis



buyingyourhandsomehusband

gifts."

Me:"That'sridiculous."Hisarmswent

aroundmywaist.

Sivuyile:"Isit?"Hewhisperedinmy

ear.Damn!Iwasflushed.

Me:"Yes.I'mnotjealous."

Sivuyile:"Okay.Ifyousayso."He

kissedmyneck."Howwasyourday

atschool?"



Me:"Itwasgreat,eventhoughI

almostsleptthroughoutthelast

class."

Sivuyile:"Areyousureyouarenot

pregnant?"Nothimtoo.Imoved

awayfromhim,wellIdidn'tgetfar

causehisarmswerearoundme.

Me:"YesIam.Igotmyperiodlast

month."

Sivuyile:"Whataboutthismonth?"



Me:"mydatehasn'tarrived."

Sivuyile:"Mmmh,Okay.We'vebeen

havingalotofunprotectsexyou

know?"

Me:"AndIamonacontraceptives

mister."

Sivuyile:"Theyarenota100%babe."I

wasn'tenjoyingthisconversation.

Me:"Iknowthat.Canwestoptalking



aboutthis,please."

Sivuyile:"hayOkay.Sohowaboutwe

havesomeofficesex?"Hewhispered

inmyearinveryseductivemanner.

Me:"Imnotinthemood."Thewhole

pregnancytalkjustputmeoff.

Sivuyile:"Ohcomeon."

Me:"No.Andfromnowonweare

goingtouseprotection."Idon'twant

tofallpregnant



Sivuyile:"Prowhat?What'sthat?

Whereisitfrom?Whatdoesitlook

like?"

Me:"ImseriousSivuyile."

Sivuyile:"Haingekebaby.I'mnot

abouttouseprotectionwithmy

wife."

Me:"Thenweareabstainingke."

Sivuyile:"What?!HellNo!"



Me:"Eitherthatorprotection."

Sivuyile:"Yohhaykodwababy.Thisis

notfair."

Me:"Lifeisnotfairmylove."

Sivuyile:"Fine.Canweatleasthave1

roundnyanarightnow."Hesuckedon

myneck.

Me:"Mmmh."Heturnedmyheadand

wekissed.Helaidmeonmybackon



thesofahislipsnotleavingmine,the

kisswasgettingheated,hewas

rubbingmyvaginaontopofmy

leggings.Hepulledmyleggings

downtomykneestogetherwithmy

panties.Iheardhimunbucklinghis

pants,Ibrokethekiss."Doyouhave

acondom?"

Sivuyile:"No.I'llpulloutbaby."His

eyesweresmallandred.He

proceededwithundoinghis

belt,unzippedandJamawasout.He

wentbacktomylips,openingmy

legsabitwide,soonhewasthrusting

inmedeep.Theofficewasfilledwith



oursexualmoansandgroans,each

strokecamewithanamazingfeeling.

FewthrustslaterIhadamind

blowingorgasm.Hetooktissuefrom

hisdeskandwipedthejuicesoffmy

nana.

Me:"Howlongdoyoustillhavetobe

herefor?"Ipulledmyleggingsup.

Sivuyile:"Ihavealastmeetinginan

hour,thenIwillbedonefortheday."

Me:"Weeh.ThenIshouldleave."



Sivuyile:"Damn,Ifeelused.After

havingsexyouwanttogohome?

Thathurts."Ilaughedathisdramatic

gesture.

Me:"I'vegotwhatIwanted,there'sno

needformetostickaround."

Sivuyile:"Youwoundmefancyface."I

laughed."Stay,wewillgobackhome

together."

Me:"Imtired."



Sivuyile:"Youwillsleeponthesofa

baby."

Me:"Fine."

Sivuyile:"That'smygirls."Hepecked

onmylips.

Asifheletmesleep,hemademe

helphimprepareforhismeeting,

basicallyIwashis'soundboard'how

exciting*rollingeyes*.Itrieddosing

offwhenheleftforthemeetingbutI

waswokenupbyacallfromAse.



Me:"Yah."

Ase:"Haveyouthoughtaboutityet?"

Me:"Ithasn'tevenbeenadayNathi."

Ase:"Wellyouneedtothinkfast,

causeamorepeopleareasking

aboutyou.OhandtellSivuyileIsaid

he'sofficeneedscolour."

Me:"Wait!HowdidyouknowIamin

Sivuyile'soffice?"



Ase:"CheckSivuyile'sInstagram.My

manishere,byedoll.OhhI'm

sleepingovertonightweneedtofix

yoursocialaccounts."Shehungup.I

didn'twasteanytime,Iwentstraight

onInstagramandsearchforSivuyile,

Iwenttohisstoryandtherewasa

boomerangofmeeatingsweets,he

musthavetakenitwhenwejustgot

here.Hewrote"Asurprisevisitfrom

thewife."Hehitmyfacewithaheart

emoji.I'mgladthatheunderstands

thatIamnotreadytobeinthepublic

eyeasyet.

•



°

WejustgothomeandAsenathiwas

alreadyheresittingintheloungewith

Chuluonherlap.

Ase:"MyGod!Remindmeneverto

haveababy.Ziyatefaezintoyeer."

Welaughed.

Me:"Youjustneedtohavealittlebit

ofpaintenceandyouwillseewhata

wonderfulangelsheis."

Ase:"Angelofterrorneh?"



Me:"Mxm.Gimmemydaughter,how

dareyoucallherangelofterror."She

laughedasItookChulu.Mybabywas

reallysick,shewasn'tevensmilingat

me,buttheminuteItookhershelaid

herheadonmychestwithapacifier

inhermouth.

Sivuyile:"Weshouldtakehertoa

doctortomorrow."

Me:"Yeah.Iwillskipmymorning

class."



Ase:"Shametheangelofterroris

sick."

Me:"Ifyoukeeponcallingherthat,I

willleaveherinyourroom.whikeyou

aresleepingsothatshecanwake

youupwithherwailing."

Ase:"Youwouldn'tdare."

Me:"Carryoncallingherthatandyou

willsee."

Ase:"Yuuh,ungcolilekewena.(Youare



evil)"welaughed.

Sivuyile:"Letmegoandchange."He

wentupstairswithbothourbags.

Ase:"Givemeyourphone?"

Me:"Why?"

Ase:"Justgiveittome."

Me:"WaitIneedtocallZeefirst."



Ase:"usethehousephone."Asecan

beabullysometimes.Igavehermy

phoneandwenttousethehouse

phonetocallZintle.

Zintle:"Bestiewam!"

Me:"What'sgoingonbetweenyou

andmybrother?"

Zintle:"Uhmuhwhichone?"

Me:"Don'tactstupidZee,youknow

exactlywhoIamtalkingabout."



Zintle:"OkaylookBootyIwasgoing

totellyoubutIwasafraidofyour

reaction,I'msorryfriend.Ishould

havetold.youwhenitstarted."

Me:"WowZintle!Sowhat?Youguys

aredatingnow?Howlonghasthis

beengoingonfor?"

Zintle:"2months.Andnowearenot

dating,wearejustenjoyingeach

other'scompany."



Me:"AndI'msureyourgenitalsare

enjoyingeachothertoo."Iwas

annoyedmorethananything.Iwas

pissedthatMYbestfrienddecidedto

hidesuchfromme."Whatabout

Thami?Wheredoeshestandinallof

this?"

Zintle:"YouknowIloveThami.What

hedoesn'tknowwon'thurthim."

Me:"WellThabohasagirlfriend

now."

Zintle:"Iknow."Hehthechillinher



voice.

Me:"Zintledoyourealisethatyou

couldpotentiallyhurttwopeoplein

theworstwaypossible?Howcruel

areyou?"

Zintle:"Theywon'tfindoutabout

this."

Me:"Iactuallycan'tbelievethisright

now.Youneedtostopwhateveritis

thatyouaredoingwithmybrother

andfocusonThami.Fromtheway

BontlewasdescribingThabo's



girl,shedoesn'tdeservethissostopit

beforesomeonegetshurt."Shekept

quiet."IhopeyouheardmeZintle."I

droppedthecall.WhenIgotbackto

Asenathishewasbusyonmyphone.

Ase:"Imdonesettingupyournew

Instagramaccount.Twitteryoucan

useyouroldoneandFacebooktoo."I

placedasleepingChuluonthecouch.

Me:"Sowhatnow?"

Ase:"Youpostpictures."



Me:"Andhowisthatgoingtomake

peoplenoticeme?Theydon'tknow

mewell."

Ase:"Ijustsentthepersonincharge

ofbhuti'sfanpageyourusername

andTwitterhandle,soonyourpicture

willbepostedonthatpageandhe

willtagyou,thenvoilapeoplewill

knowyou!"Wow!

Me:"ButfirstIneedtotellSivuyile

aboutthis."



"Tellmeaboutwhat?"

Ase:"ohthatshe'sreadytobeinthe

publiceye."

Sivuyile:"Wow.Reallybabe?Youdon't

knowhowmuchmypublicisthas

beenhoundingmeaboutintroducing

youtothepublicapparentlyitwillbe

goodformyimage."

Me:"Hah!Youwanttouseme."

Sivuyile:"Yesofcoursemydarling."



Me:"Youarenotevendenyingit."He

chuckled.

Sivuyile:"WhyshouldI?"

Me:"Mxm."Helaughed.

Sivuyile:"Thankyouforconvincingher

cuz."

Ase:"Iwilltakethatthanksinaform

ofsomepayment."



Sivuyile:"Golddigger!"

Ase:"Thatsmealright."Welaughed.

Sivuyiledecidedtoordertakeaways

fordinnersinceIdidn'thavetimeto

cook.Aftereatingeveryonewentto

theirroomtosleepandonceagain

wesleptwithChulu.

■
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Mylifeissosimple,allIeverdoisgo

toschoolcomebackhomebondwith

Chulu,cookandstudythat'smylife.

TodaywasFridayandthatmeantI

onlyhad1classtoday.Ifitwasupto

meIwouldn'tevenbegotoschool



becauseIfeelit'sawasteoftimeand

energy,butMrDlaminiwouldnever

allowmetodothat.Heonlywants

metomissschoolwhenhesaysso,

mxm.YesterdaywedidtakeChuluto

thedoctorandhejustsaidshe's

comingdownwithflu,hegaveusa

fewmedicationanddrewsomeblood

justtodosomefewtests,Sivuyile

insistedonthat.Iwasrelievedthatit

wasnothingserious,wellwedostill

havetowaitfortheresultseven

thoughthedoctorisadamantthatit's

onlyflu.

Iwasinthebathroombrushingmy

teethwhensomethingdisturbedmy



sightasIwaswipingmymouth!I

couldn'tbelievemyeyes,itwas

big,shinyanditwrappedaroundmy

fingerverycomfortably.I'msurprised

Ionlysawitnow,thisentiretimeI

didn'tfeelanything.WhenIwentto

sleeplastnightIdidn'thavearingon

andnowIwakeupwithashinyrock

onmyfinger!Icouldn'thelpbut

screamandjumpupanddown.So

mySivuyiledecidedtoputaringon

myfingerwhileIwassleeping?Well

that'sfunny,Ididn'tknowhimtobea

coward.NonethelessIwasstillvery

happyaboutthering,eventhoughI

gotitinanotsoromanticway.Which



explainswhyIwokeuptoanempty

sideofhisbed,hemusthaveslipped

itonbeforeheleftforwork,wow!He

deservesaromanticdinnertonight,

sincehecan'tberomanticIwilldoall

theworkforhim.Mymoodwas

brightasthesuntoday,Itooka

bubblebath,Ifeltlikemybody

neededtocelebrate.AfterbathingI

woremybrightyellowshortsummer

dressandmywhitesandals,Ichose

thesecoloursbecausethey

representedmymood.Aftertaking

everythingIwillneedIwentout,got

intothecaranddrovetoschool,well

Sizwewasdriving.Iwasalreadylate



becauseofthebubblebathIdecided

take,thelecturewasalreadyin

motion.Iquietlywalkedintomyseat

andsatdown,thelecturercontinued

withtheteachingandthistime

aroundIwasactuallypaying

attentiontowhathewassaying.

Afterclassmyfriendswerewaiting

formeoutside,Iwalkedtothem.

Ase:"Girlhaveyouseenyour

followers?"

Me:"No.Ihaven'tloggedintoinsta

today."



Zintle:"30Kfollowersalready!"

Me:"30what?!Nokidding?"

Zintle:"IsweartoGod."

Me:"Iguesspeoplelikedthefew

pictureswe'vepostedsofar."

Ase:"Youneedtouploadeveryday

girltokeepitalive."



Me:"I'mstillnotsureifIamreadyfor

this.DoyouknowlastnightIgot

calledbytheGripeditor,hesaidhe

wantedanexclusiveinterviewwith

me.Idon'tunderstandhowit'sgoing

tobeexclusivesinceI'malreadyout

thereinthemedia."Wewerenow

sittingatthecafeteria.

Zintle:"Wenawhatdidyousay?"

Me:"Iturneditdown.IknowI've

agreedtoupdatemysociallife,but

thatdoesn'tmeanIwillbedoing

interviewswithmagazinesand



tabloidshayno."

Zintle:"Welltoolate.Dailynewspaper

hasalreadydoneapieceonyou.I

don'tevenknowhowtheygotyour

details."

Me:"Theymusthavedonetheir

researchliketheoneswhowrote

aboutmywedding."

Ase:"Wellyoumysisterareheading

forfame."



Me:"Idon'twantfame!"Ireallydidn't.

Zintle:"Inyourcaseit'sinevitable.

YourhusbandisafamousPrince

afterall."Shootme!

Me:"Iwasneverreadyforthis."Iput

mylefthandonmyforehead

unintentionally.

Ase:"Wait!What'sthat?"

Me:"What'swhat?"Imovedmyhand

whilelookingather.Shetookmyleft



handandpointedmyfinger.

Ase:"This."Ismiled.

Me:"WellI'massumingthisisan

officialstamptomytakenstatus."

Theylookedateachotherand

screamedwithsmilesontheirfaces

grabbingtheattentionofstudents

thatwereinthecafeteria.

Zintle:"Finally!We'vebeenwaitingfor

thisring."



Ase:"Telluseverything,howdidhedo

it?Didhegetdownononekneeand

askedyouwithtearsonhisface?

Wasthehousedecoratedwithroses?

What?Tellustellus."She'scrazy.I

laughed.

Me:"Uhactuallythere'swasnoneof

that.Ijustwokeuptothisonmy

finger.Noromanticgesture

whatsoever."

Ase:"Waitwhat?!Hedidn'taskyou

properly?"



Me:"Nope.Hejustslippedthisonmy

fingerwhileIwassleepingandwhen

Iwokeuptodayhewasalready

gone."Zintlelaughed.

Ase:"Wow!Iamsodisappointed.In

factIamashamed,ashamedtocall

himmycousin!Whodoesthatmara?

That'snothowyouproposetoa

lady."

Zintle:"Technicallythesepeopleare

alreadymarriedsohedoesn'tneedto

proposeplusIthinkthiswaywas

cute.Maybehewastoonervousto



askherwhileshewaslookingat

him."

Ase:"Theyarenotlawfullymarried.

Andcuteyaniwena?There'snothing

cuteaboutthis.Firstofallbhutididn't

notcourtBhimself,theancestors

helpedhimandnowhecan'tdoa

simplethingonhisown?Hayshame

undiphoxile."Iwantedtolaughat

howherfacelookedrightnow.She

wasreallyshockedthattherewasno

romanticgesturelikeinthemovies.

Zintle:"Wellatleastourgirlhasgot



theringnowandthatmeansthelikes

ofBusaniwillstayawayfromnow

on."

"Don'tbesosureaboutthatboo."Oh

hellNo!Satan'sagentishere.

Zintle:"OhtrustmeIam."

Busani:"Howareyoumyprincess?"

Hewaslookingatme."SodoIhave

tobowwhenIgreetyounow?"He

smiled,Imaintainedmystraightface.



Ase:"Wheredoyouthinkthisis?

Nigeria?Ungazosqhelawena."

Me:"WhatdoyouwantBusani?"

Busani:"Totalktoyou."

Me:"No!Idon'twanttotalktoyou."

Busani:"Whenyouarenotbusythen."

Me:"ImnotbusyrightnowbutIdon't

wanttotalktoyou,notnow,not

tomorrownotever!Ifyouknow



what'sgoodforyou,youwillstaythe

hellawayfromme!"Iwasdonebeing

nice.

Busani:"Woahmylady,Ijustwantto

talk."

Me:"Wehavenothingtotalkabout

marnBusani!"

Busani:"Ohbutwedo.Myfeelings

mattertoo."

Ase:"Hehhay!WenayouarepossesI



swear."

Me:"Idon'tcareaboutyourfeelings

Busani!Wewillneverbetogether,I

amamarriedwoman.Youseethis

righthereonmyfingerprovesthatI

amtaken."

Zintle:"Youdon'tevenhavetoexplain

yourselftohimB,heknowsverywell

thatyouaremarriedtothePrince!"

Busani:"Idon'tcareaboutthat.Ifor

oneknowthatyouarenothappyin

thatmarriage,Iknowhowthese



arrangedmarriageswork."OhhellNo

hedidn't!

Ase:"Hehhaywenayouaretruly

satan'sagent!Noinfactungosatane

uqobolwakhe!Getitthroughyour

thickskull,awufunwa!Shedoesn't

wantyouinEnglishkebhuti!

Tshin,cabasiza'xakwanguwe

kwesiskolo!"Ilaughedalittleatthe

wayshewasacting.

Busani:"AsenathiIwouldlikeitifyou

-"



Ase:"Haisuka!Giveussomespaceto

breathbhuti,yourpresenceis

pollutingtheair."Zintleburstoutwith

laughterwhileIwasstillmaintaing

mylittlelaugh,Asenathihadastraight

faceandBusanilookedpissedashell.

Heturnedtolookatme.

Me:"Youheardher,andifyoudon't

stopbotheringmeIwillfilea

harassmentcomplaint."

Ase:"Makeitasexualharassment

complaintbabesazonyanyi!Nxah!

Bloodyrichkids."



Busani:"Finethenbutterfly,Iwillleave

youalonefromnowon."

Zintle:"Hallelujah."Hegavemeone

lookbeforehedepartedfromour

table.

Ase:"Thatguyisobsessedandit's

notcute!IneedtotellMarktospeak

tohim,thisisnothealthy."

Me:"Atall.It'sdisturbingactually.I

needtotellSivuyileaboutthis."



Zintle:"Youshould.Wedon'tknow

whatthatcrazyheadmightdonext."

Me:"Don'tscaremeZintle.Youknow

howparanoidIget."

Zintle:"Sorry."MeandZintlewerea

bitokayafterthecall,shedidassure

methatwhateveris/wasgoingon

betweenhimandThaboisjustsex

anditwasover,I'mnotsureifI

believeherornot.IwillbehonestI

don'twantanyofmyfriendsdating

mybrothers,noIcan'thavethat



causewhentheybreakuporfight

withtheirpartnerIwillalsobe

affectedandtheywillexpectmeto

chooseasideandIdon'tturnon

bloodnomatterwhat,Ilovemy

friendswaytoomuchtolosethem

becauseofasenselessrelationship

withoneofmybrothers.Iwasstill

madthatshedidn'ttellmeabout

whatwasgoingonbetweenthem,we

wereandtobebestfriendsbutshe's

hiddingstufflikethisfromme.

Ase:"Whenisbhutileavingfor

Durban?"Ohyeahthere'sthat.

Sivuyiledidgetthedealtheywere



pitchingforinDurban,thismeanshe

hastogotoDurbanforafewweeks

toensurethattheprojecttakesoff

wellbeforehecansendtheproject

managertooverseeeverything,it

wassuchahardthingtoaccept.I

couldn'tcopewothhimbeinggone

foraweek,howmuchmoreisitgoing

tobewhenit'smorethanoneweek.

Howeverhedidassuremethathe

willbehomeeveryweekend,soI

guessthatdoesmakethongsalittle

better.

Me:"Idon'tknowhey,hehasn'tsaid

anythingaboutthistrip."



Ase:"Heshouldleavesoon,Iwantto

movein."Ichuckled,ifonlysheknew

howmuchIdon'twanthimtoleave.

Beep!Speakofthedevilandheshall

appear,ortextratherinthissituation.

"IhopeyoulikedthelittlesurpriseI

leftonyourfinger.I'llbehonestwith

youbabe,Iwastonervoustodoit

theproperwaysoIthoughtwhynot

doitthesimplestwaypossible.Ilove

youMrsDlaminiandIammorethan

blessedtohaveyouinmylife,enjoy

yourday."BythetimeIwasdone



readingthetextmycheekswere

burningfromalltheblushing.

Zintle:"Andthenwena?Letmesee."

Shesnatchedmyphonetheyboth

readthemessage."Ncoah!Won'tyou

lookatthatthePrinceoftheXhosa

Kingdomcanwriteasweettexts,

shocking."Ilaughedandtookphone

fromher.

Ase:"Heh!XhosaKingdommenare

veryromanticwenaZintle."Notmy

man,butke



Me:"TellhimAse.Theyaretheemost

romanticmenonearth."Don'tlookat

melikethat,Ihavetodefendmyman.

Ase:"YouknowIwantedtosee

Busani'sfacewhenhefoundoutyou

arethePrince'swifehewastalking

about."Shelaughedoutloud."ButI

didgettohearhisdisappointedslash

shockedvoice."Shelaughedagain,

musthavebeenafunnyhearing.

Me:"Howdidyouhearit?"

Ase:"YesterdayhecalledMarkand



Markwasoutoftheroom,soasa

sensiblegirlfriendIansweredthecall,

hedidnotevenwaitformetotalkhe

juststartingtalkingabouthowhejust

foundoutthatyouarethecrowned

princessandhowstupidhefeels.

Yeey!Itwasalot...Ijustdroppedthe

callandlaughedtillIcouldn't

anymore."Asenathiisararecrazy

breed."Damn!Ishouldhaverecorded

him!"Welaughedalongwithher.

Zintle:"BwhatdidyoufeedBusani?

Hecan'tstayawayfromyou."We

laughed.



Me:"IwishIknew."

Ase:"MaybeIshouldhookhimup

withoneofmyfriendsfromthe

village.Iseehelikestheminnocent

bantu."Welaughed.

Me:"Youarecrazy.Anywayladies,I

havetogoIneedtodosome

shopping."

Zintle:"Wearecomingwithyou."Ayy

no.



Me:"NotthatkindofshoppingZee."

Ase:"Itdoesn'tmatter,wearecoming

with."No!Ihavetodothisalone.

"Nisahleli?Let'sgo."Shewasalready

onherfeetwithherbag,IguessI

havenochoicebuttoallowthemto

comewithme.Wewentoutthe

campus,ItoldSizwetodriveusto

themall.

Zintle:"Sowhatareweherefor?"She

askedasweenteredthemall

Me:"Implanningaveryromantic



dinnerformeandSivuyile,justto

thankhimforthering."

Ase:"Girlyoudon'tneedtothankhim

withdinner.Allyouhavetodoisgive

himsexallnightlongthenyouare

done."

Me:"Wehavesexeverynight."

Ase:"Isaidallnightlong.AndI'mnot

talkingabouttheboringmarried

couplesex,Imeanthesexyslutty

kindasex.Theonethatwillmakehim

toneverthinkaboutcheatingonyou



everinhisentirelife!"Exaggeration!

Asifthereissomethingthatwill

makemennotcheat.

Zintle:"IagreewithNathionthisone.

Romanticdinnersarefor

anniversariesandstuff,notthis

particularsituation."Ishouldn'thave

broughtthemalong.

Ase:"Infact!Iknowtheperfectstore

tobuytheperfectaccessoriesfor

thisnight!Followmegirls."Nowthey

aretakingovermyplanning.We

hurriedbehindherassheledusto



theleftwingofthemalltoasmall

storewritteninboldletters"ADULT

STORE!"Ohhellno!I'mnotgoingin

there!MxmwhoamIkidding,

Asenathihasalreadypulledme

inside.

Me:"Whatarewedoinghere?"

Ase:"Gettingyouasexylingerie."

Me:"Imsurewewouldhavegotone

atVictoriasecret."



Ase:"WearenotlookingforTHAT

kindoflingerie.Youneedonewitha

specialtouchtoit."Wewalked

aroundthestoreuntilwereachedthe

roleplayingsection.Iwasjust

standingtherelookingatthesetwo

girlsgoinglookingthroughtheoutfits

there,Ididn'tknowwhattodo

becausethiswascompletelyoutof

mycomfortzone,andthiswasnot

theideaIhadinmindtothankmy

husband.Thesegirlaregoingtobe

theendofmeshame!

"Perfect!"Shehadaboxinherhand,I

didn'tevenknowwhatwasinthere



theboxlookedsmall.

Ase:"That'stheone!"Shesaidafter

checkingthe"product"inZintle's

hand."Nowweneedtoys."

Me:"Forwhatnow?"

Ase:"Toaddexcitementtothe

bedroom."WhyamIevenallowing

themtodothis.Wewenttothetoys

section,Iwassooutofplacehere,

theredifferentkindsofequipments

here,I'mtalkingfrom

dildos,vibrators,whips,handcuffsand



manyotherthings."Ithinkthesewill

do."Shepickedhandcuffs,ablind

foldandsomethingIdon'tevenknow

whatit'scalled.

Me:"Woah!Anditshoba?"They

lookedatmelikeIwascrazy.

Ase:"Thisisnotitshobawena

sbhanxa(fool.)It'sawhip."Wellit

lookslikeit,theonlydifferenceisthat

itwasmadeofleatheranditdidn't

reallyhave'hair'.OnethingIamsure

aboutisthatIamnotgoingtowhip

Sivuyile,helltotheno!



Me:"Iamnotgoingtousethaton

Sivuyile."

Ase:"Youdon'thavetowhiphimwith

it,justrunitonhisbodyslowly."

Me:"No!Weareleavingthatbehind."I

saidputtingmyfootdown.Iknew

thatifwetookit,itwasgoingtobe

usedonme.

Zintle:"ComeonB."



Me:"Imserious.Thecuffsandthe

blindfoldareenough.Nowhipsor

anythingmore."

Ase:"Mxm.Uyabhora."

Me:"Ndiright."Wewenttothecounter

andIpaidforthestuff,thecashier

keptongivingmelookswhile

scanningtheproducts.

Ase:"Khonaingxakisisi?(Istherea

problem?)"



Cashier:"Ohuhm...No."

Ase:"MmhIhope."

Cashier:"Imsorry."Sheputourthings

inapacketthenweleft.

Zintle:"Imhungry."

Me:"Metoo."

Ase:"Let'sgotoSpur."Wemadeour

waytospur.



•

°

Oneshot!Twoshotsoftequila!Why

doesheevenhavethisinhere?He

musthavecomeupwithitonthose

dayshewasdrinkinglikeafool.

FocusTumistopworryingabouta

bottleofalcoholinyourbathroom.

Whooosa!Alrightheregoesnothing.

Sexypositiononlockdown!Lights

off!Onlythesidelampsareon.Ican't

believeIallowedthemtoconvince

metowearsucharevealingthing.It

wasseethroughatitshighest

potential,Iwascompletelynaked.

Wait!Thedoorisopening.Hewalked



inandsatonthebed,goodhedidn't

evenseemestandingthereatthe

bedroomdoor.

Sivuyile:"Babe!"

Me:"Imrightherelover."Itriedto

soundasseductiveasIcould.Sexy

walktowardshim.Boom!Hiseyes

areallout,helookslikeahungrylion

lookingatitsmeal.

Sivuyile:"Woah!Wha-"fingeronthe

lips.



Me:"Shhh."Ipeckedonhislips.Play

pressedontheremote!TreySongs

playinglightlyinthebackground!This

isit!Iswayedmyhipssidetosidein

asexymanner,Imovedabitfurther

fromhimandstarteddancingas

exoticasIpossiblycan,I'mtouching

mybodyinasexualwayandtwerking

hereandthere."Sit!"Isaywhenhe

triestocometome,heobeys.Iwalk

tohimandsitrightonhisdick,Istart

grindingonhimandgrindingusing

myadsandhips.Icouldhearhim

breathingheavilyonmyearashis

handsrunthroughmybreastovermy



silkygown.WhenIfeelsatisfiedwith

hishardon.Istandupandwalkedto

thesideofmybed.

"Whereareyougoingbaby,weare

notdoneasyet."Hishoarsevoice

says.Ohyeswearenotmister.Itake

outtheblindfoldandthecuffsfrom

mydrawer.Igobacktohim,hiseyes

areslightlyopen.Istandbeforehim

andletthegownslideoffmybody

beforegivinghimthe360view.

"Shit!"Heswears.Ipushhimslightly

onthebedbeforegettingontopof



him,IgivehimafullFrenchkisson

hislips,hekissesmebackhungrily

withhishandsonmybutt.Okay!This

isnotpartoftheplan.Ipulloutofthe

kissandgetupslowlyfromhim.

"Don'tstop."

Me:"Followme."Heisquicktositup

andstraightandstandup,Itakehis

handandleadhimtothechairinthe

centeroftheroom.Handcuffsand

blindfoldintheotherhand."Sit."He

does.Isitonhislap,kissinghisneck

whiletalkingoffthehisshirtwithhis



help.I'msurprisedhehasn'ttriedto

takecontrolofthissituation.Vestis

alsooff!

Sivuyile:"Woah!Handcuffs?"Iwas

swingingthemintheair.

Me:"Iminchargemister."Iwalk

behindhim,gentlypullthearmsto

thebackofthechairbeforecuffing

them."Shh."Hewastryingtoprotest

abouttheblindfold.

Sivuyile:"ButIwanttoseeyou."



Me:"Notnowlover."Blindfoldon!I'm

onmykneesnowinfrontofhim,

unbucklinghisbelt,buttonoff,zip

down!Jamaout,andhisinmymouth

withinasecond!Hewasalready

hissing,mytongueismassaginghis

head,inandoutJamagoes,my

handsarealsodoingthebitinthis

department.RightnowIam

concentratingonthehead,my

tongueiswhirlingandtwirlingonthe

head.Thisgoesonforafewminutes

untilIfeelmymouthisabittired.I

getontopofhim,withbothmylegs

onthesides.ItakeuJamaanddirect



himintomyentrancebeforeIsit

comfortably.

"Fuck!"Istartedmoving.Upand

down!Rotation,upanddownagain.

Thismanrighthereisgroaninglikea

piginpain,andI'mmoaningand

sweating.Iamstillgrindingonhim.

Sivuyile:"Fuck!Shit!Iloveyouso

muchmyloveshitshitshit!"

Me:"Iloveyoutoomylove.Ahah

ahhhhh."Irelease,justasIamtaking

adeepbreathIfeelmyselfbump,this



manishelpinghimselftome.Icarry

ongrindingandmovingupanddown,

fewminuteslaterIfeelhishot

seamenburstintome.

Sivuyile:"Damn!!Whatareyoudoing

tomewomen."Myarmswerearound

himandmyfaceinhisneck.I

uncuffedhim,beforeIcouldeven

uncuffthesecondhandhehad

alreadypickedmeupupandwalking

tothebedwithme.Hepulledoutand

mademeleanoverthebed,whilehe

stoodbehindme.Idon'tknowhow,

butIfelthimrippingoffmylingerie,I

wonderwhyhedidthatbecausethis



thinghadaholeforaspecificreason.

"Ahhh!"Iscreamedasheslammed

himselfinme.Thiswasdefinitely

goingtobeanighttoremember.

AllIcansayis,afterthatroundwe

madeloveallnightlong,takingafew

breaksinbetween.I'veneverdoneso

manypositionsinmyonenight,by

thetimewesleptmybodywasin

knotsandIwastired,butIwasa

tiredhappylady.Iwenttosleepwith

asmileonmyface.

○



●

○

●

I'mabitoccupiedrightnowmy

lovings.HoweverIMIGHTblessy'all

withanotheronetonightsinceIfeel

likethisoneisshort.

#TCOB

[2/6,12:18PM]DeeBee:#Insert49

○

●

○

●

○



Themorningafter!AllIcouldfeel

werekissesonmymouth,that's

whenIwokeuptoseehimcloseto

myfacekissingme.

Sivuyile:"Morningsleepyhead."He

peckedonmylips.

Me:"Iwillalwayssaythis,youareone

creepyhuman."

Sivuyile:"Onlytomywife."

Me:"Andthat'ssupposedtomakeme



special?"

Sivuyile:"Ohyeswifey."

Me:"Woah!"Iexclaimedashepulled

meontopofhim."Whattimeisit?"

Sivuyile:"Timetogiveyourmansome

loving."

Me:"Mybodyisstillsorefrom

yesterday."Hesmiledverywidely.

Sivuyile:"Whateveritisthat



possessedyoulastnight,Iloveit!"

He'sbeingsillyasalways."Youreally

surprisedmetherewifey,Ishould

buyyouaringmoreoften."Irollmy

eyes.

Me:"Youonlybuyaringonce,and

thiswasaonceinalifetime

experiencedearhusband."

Sivuyile:"ohreally?Thatmeansyou

won'tdanceforme?Nomore

handcuffsandthatsexylingerie?"He

bithislowerlip.



Me:"Yes."

Sivuyile:"Neverbaby!Atleastoncea

monthke."Ilaughed.

Me:"SonnaIshouldspoilyouevery

month?Khanteisthisyoursalary?"

Heburstoutwithlaughter.

Sivuyile:"Thethingsyousaykodwa

wena."Ijoinedhiminlaughter.

"Honestlyspeakingmylove,Ireally

enjoyedmyselflastnight,I'mhappy

thatyouareabletocomeoutofyour

comfortzoneformemyloveandthat



makesmeloveyouevenmore.I

knowthatyouareaveryshy

person,butyouwereabletodoall

thatsexystuffformelastnight,it

wasthebestnightofmylifeIwill

neverforgetit."Hewaslookingdeep

inmyeyeswhilesayingthat,I

couldn'thelpbutgivehimandkiss,I

didn'tcareaboutanymorningbreath.

Me:"Weshouldwakeup,amsureit's

noonnow."Igotupfromhimandgot

offthebed."Wakeupmisterandgo

takeashower."



Sivuyile:"Iwillonlytakeoneifyoujoin

me."

Me:"Ifeelliketakingalooooongbath,

withbathsaltsandstuff.Ideserveit."

Hechuckled.

Sivuyile:"Wellyourwishismy

commandmadam.I'llgorunyoua

baththatyoudeserverightaway."I

smiled.

Me:"Thankyou."Hegotoffthebed

andwalkedtothebathroombutt

naked,uJamawasdanglingitwas



hardnottolook.MyGodwhendidI

becomesuchasexualperson,I

blameSivuyileforthisbehaviour.

Fewminuteslaterhecalledmetothe

bathroomandindeedthebathtub

wasfilledwithfoam,andbathsalts.

Me:"Aren'tyoujoiningme?"

Sivuyile:"Yohhaybaby,youknowI

don'tdobathtubs."

Me:"Justthisonce.Khantewhereis

yoursenseofromance?"Hechuckled.



Sivuyile:"Ileftitwithmyancestors."

Welaughed.Igotintothebathtub

whilehewenttotheshower,heleft

theshowerdooropenandhemade

suretostandbythedoor,soIhada

perfectviewofmyman.

Me:"Doyoumindmovingtotheother

side."IwasgettinghornyandIsure

didn'twanttohavesexthismorning,

mybodywon'tallowmeto.Hegave

measlysmile.

Sivuyile:"Why?Iwanttoseeyounje



baby."Iclearedmythroat.

Me:"Ohh*ahem*Okay."Hechuckled.

Sivuyile:"Youcanlookathimallday

longbaby,he'syoursandyours

alone."Idon'twanttolookat'him'

becausethemoreIlookthehornierI

get,butmyeyeskeeponbetraying

me."Youknowyoucouldjustcome

hereandgethim."He'stemptingme.

Me:"Getwho?"Iacteddumb,he

laughed.Ijustlaidmyheadand

closedmyeyesallowingthewaterto



soothemybody.

Sivuyile:"Ohyeah!Baby,abusiness

associateofmineinvitedustoa

Braai."Iopenedmyeyesandlooked

athim.

Me:"Us?Who'sus?"

Sivuyile:"Me,youandThemba."

Me:"OhandwhenisthisBraai?"

Sivuyile:"Thisevening."MyGod!Iwas



planningtorelaxandwatchplenty

moviestoday,butIguessIneverget

whatIwant.

Istayedinthebathforabout20

minutesorso,Sivuyilehadlonggot

outtheshower.Thismandoesn't

understandtheterm'relax',because

he'sbeentalkingtomeeversinceI

gotintothisbathtub,butthebathdid

helprelaxmybodyeventhoughmy

mindwasn'trelaxedbecauseofthis

guy.

WebothheadeddownstairsafterI

gotdressedinmysimpledress.

Whenwereachedthelounge,Igota

shockofmylife.Thereinthelounge



satThandiwewithanenvelopeinher

hand,theminuteshesawusshe

stoodonherfeetlookingnotso

happy.

Sivuyile:"Whatthefuckareyoudoing

here?!"Iheldhishand.

Thandi:"MmmhIseetheromanceis

boomingbetweenyou.Ididn'ttake

youforamanstealerBoitumelo."

Aibo!

Sivuyile:"Thandiwe!Ifyouhave

nothingimportanttosay,getthehell



outofmyhouse!"Shegavemean

uglylookbeforeturningherattention

toSivuyile

Thandi:"Mxm,Ijustcametogiveyou

these."Shehandedhimtheenvelope.

"Youknowyoudidn'thavetosend

yourthugfriendstomakemesign

thesedamnpapers!"

Sivuyile:"Ifyouhadn'ttriedtobea

parasiteandtakewhat'smineit

wouldn'thavegottenthere!."

Thandi:"Iwasn'tbeingaparasite,I



justwantedwhatIdeserve!"

Sivuyile:"Deserve?!Youdon'tdeserve

acentfromme!Letaloneasharein

mycompany!Youdeservenothing!

Whatdoesabitchlikeyouknow

aboutowningshares?!"Hewas

fumming."Idon'tevenknowwhyI

amwastingmybreathonyou.Get

thefuckoutofhereandneverset

yourstinkingfeetinthisyardever

againThandiweMsomi!!"

Thandi:"Thisishowyoutreatme

Sivuyile,afteralltheyearswe'vebeen



together?Idoonestupidmistake

andthisisthetreatmentIget?"

Sivuyile:"Ohshutupandstopacting

likeavictim!"Iwasjuststanding

therewithmymouthshut.

Thandi:"Andyouareactinglikea

saint!!YouSivuyileareaserial

cheater!HowmanytimesdidI

forgiveyouforcheatingonme?!

Huh?!AndthefirsttimeIcheat,you

throwmeoutlikearottenpotato."My

Sivuyileisaserialcheater?Andwas

itthefirsttimeshe'scheating?Lol.



Sivuyile:"Unlikeyou,Ididn'tmakea

sextape.Idon'tneedtoexplain

myselftoyou!Leavemyhouse!"She

turnedtolookatme.

Thandi:"Oncehegetscomfortable,he

willshowyouhistruecolours."She

tookherbagandleft.Iwon'tliewhat

shesaidreallygottome.Imeanshe

knowsSivuyilebest,theywere

togetherfor3wholeyears.

Sivuyile:"Baby."Isnappedoutofmy

thoughtsandlookedathim."Areyou



okay?"

Me:"Uh...I'mfine.Iuhneedtogo

checkonChulu."Hepulledmyhand

whenIattemptedtowalkaway.

Sivuyile:"Woahs'thandwa.Don'tlet

whatthatwitchsaidgettoyou,I

wouldneverdothattoyoubaby."I

wasn'tconvinced."She'sjustbitter

thatIleftherandI'mwithyou."The

factthatheisdiscrediting

Thandiwe'scharacterinsteadof

assuringmethatheisnothingthat

shesaidisveryalarming.



Me:"Ihearyou,whydon'tyousithere

whileImakeussomethingtoeat."

Sivuyile:"No,Iwillsitwithyouinthe

kitchen."Iwashopinghewasn't

goingtosaythat,Ineedtogathermy

thoughtswithouthiminthesame

room!Hefollowedmetothekitchen

andsatonthecounterwhileI

gatheredingredientsforour

sandwiches.

•

°

Afterspendingsomequalitytime



withChulu,Iwenttotakeaquick

showerbeforegettingreadyforthe

braai.TrustmeIdon'tlikebathing

twotimes,that'swastingwaterI

don'tunderstandpeoplewhobath

twotimes.Ionlytookthatshower

becauseofChulu,shemessedonme

andIcouldn'treallygominglewith

peoplewhilesmellingsour.

Iworemyblackrippedjeans,white

vestandablackdenimjacketwith

mywhiteallstarchucktaylors,it'sa

Braaimos,wedonotneedtodress

up,right?Right!Iputonmy20inch

curls,nolipsticktoday.



Sivuyile:"Canwegoalready!"He's

beensayingthatforthepast30

minutes.

Me:"Imdoneyoh."

Sivuyile:"Finally!"

Me:"YouhavenopatienceMr

Dlamini."

Sivuyile:"Ido,youjusttaketoolongto

getready."



Me:"Youaresayingthatbecauseyou

didn'thavetochooseyouroutfit,I

hadtochoosemineandyours."I

alwayschoosehisoutfitsandwhenI

askhimtochosemine,hejust

choosesthemosthideousclothes

frommywardrobe,welltheyarenot

reallyhideous,Ijustpreferothers

overthem.

Sivuyile:"Oho.That'snotanexcuseto

takesuchalongtimetogetready."I

laughed.

Me:"Ladiesneedallthetimetheycan



gettomakesurethattheylookpretty.

Ialwaystellyouthis."Heshookhis

head."AndIalwaysmakesurethat

youlookhandsome."Hewaswearing

awhitePologolft-shirtandblack

jeanswithhisallstars.AndnoIdid

notplantomakeuswearmatching

outfits,IonlyrealisedwhenIput

mineonthatwearewearingthe

samecolours,Lol.Butthere'snothing

wrongwithmatchingoutfitsneh.His

phonerangasIwaspackingmysling

bag.

Sivuyile:"Ntwana......Iwaswaitingfor

themadamtofinish.....whatareyou



doinghere?......youhaveyourown

car!.....mxmfine,wearecoming

downnow."

Me:"He'shere?"

Sivuyile:"Yep.Sayshetookhiscarfor

aservice,Iknowhelying."Ichuckled.

Me:"Letsgothen."

•

Wegottowherethebraaiwasbeing

held.Imustsaythiswasareally

porshplace,thehousewashugenot



tomentionbeautiful.

Sivuyile:"Ican'tbelieveyoubrought

themalong."

Themba:"Theyaremyplusones."I

laughed.Thembahadbroughtallhis

friendstothisBraai,includinghis

girlfriend.

Sivuyile:"Plusoneisoneperson

Thembanot4people."

Ayanda:"Weareblackpeople,thereis



nosuchthingasaoneplusone.Plus

onemeans,inviteasmanyasyou

can."Ilaughedagain.

Nka:"Uyibekilentwana."Theyfist

bumped

Lungani:"Andkebesingekesiphoswe

yinyamayamahala.Ihearthismanis

rich,I'msurehewon'tmind."

Sivuyile:"Youguysareso

embarrassing."



Lungani:"Suzenzancono."We

laughed.

Themba:"Andwhydidn'tyoutellus

thethemeisblackandwhite?"Mxm

Sivuyile:"Thatsbecauseyoudon't

haveawifetomatchwith.Thina

esitshatilesiyamatch(er)ke,andithi

baby?"Hetookmyhandandkissedit.

Iblushedandlookedaway.

Nka:"Stopbeingloveydoveyandlet's

getinsidethishouseandpartyuntil

wedrop."



Sivuyile:"Ifyoumustknow,people

whoinvitethemselvestoparties

don'tpartyuntiltheydropcause

iyajongisalonto.Youhavealimitto

everything,drinks,foodandtalking."

Welaughed.

Lungani:"Soze!Siziplusonekaloku,

thatmeansweareinvited."Wegot

outthecarandmadeourtothedoor.

Themba:"Letmeknock,mnamntu

whowasinvited!"He'sturningon

themnow!Lol,traitor.



Lungani:"Mxm."

Ayanda:"Whatifthere'saguestlist?"

Welaughed.

Sivuyile:"ThisisaBraainotacharity

ball."Thembaknockedonthedoor,

fewsecondsafamiliarbeautiful

youngladyopened.

Lungani:"Hellomylady."Hewas

alreadyholdingherhand.Whendid

hegetinfront.



"Andthen?"Saidabuffscarylooking

guy,wellhedidn'tlookTHATscary

buthedidhaveaheavyaura.Hewas

lookingatLungani'shand.

SG:"Getyourhandsoffmywifeman."

ThembaquicklyremovedLungani's

handfromthelady.

Themba:"mymanherewasabit

overtakenbythemissus'beauty."

SG:"Ihopethatneverhappensagain.



I'mgladthatyouguyscouldmake

it.....withanentourageeventhoughI

saidwithpartners."

Themba:"Ithoughyoumeant

partnersincrime."Theylaughed.

SG:"Comeonin."Weenteredandhe

closedthedoor."Welcometomy

humbleabode."Humble?Heh!"This

ismylovelywifePhilasande."The

wifegaveusasweetsmileasshe

greetedus.Sivuyilealsointroduced

ustothecouple,Igottolearnthat

thescaryguywasLuzukoand



Themba'sgirlfriendwasAnitha.

Philasandewasquicktopullmeand

Anithatothekitchenwheretheother

ladieswere,whilethemenwentto

othermen.Ithoughtthiswasjusta

Braai,butseemsliketheseladiesgot

adifferentmemo,theywereinheels

andtheyhadmakeupontheirfaces,

IfeltlikeIwasinawrongplace,it

was4ofthem.

Phila:"Helpmewiththepotatosalad,

andyouAnithacouldyoupleasedo

thegreensalad."Wegladlydidwhat

shewastellingustodo.



Girl1:"Luzukomustbespecialfora

wholecrownedprincesstoattend

thisbraai."Shewasn'ttalkingtome,

butshewasloudenoughformeto

hearher.

Phila:"That'sBianca,she'sLuthando

girlfriend."Shewhisperedinmyear.I

don'tevenknowwhothatLuthando

is.

Girl2:"Iseeshehasalreadymadeher

presenceinthePrince'slifeknown,

akaziukuthiuzosalanje



ngoThandiwe(shedoesn'tknowthat

shewillgetleftbehindlike

Thandiwe.)"Thelady'sfriendreplied.

Iwantedtolaughatwhattheywere

sayingbutbecausetheywerenot

talkingtomeIkeptmymouthshut.

Phila:"andthat'sPalesa,Lindani's

sidechick."

Anathi:"ohshe'sasidechick?No

wondershe'stalkingaboutpeople

gettingleftbehindshehas

experienceofhusband'schoosing

theirwivesoverher."Anithasaida



littlebitloud.

Palesa:"Uthiniwena?"

Anitha:"Iwasn'ttalkingtoyoubutif

youmustknow,Isa-"

Me:"Youweren'ttalkingtothem

Anitha,theyhavenorighttoaskyou

questions."

Palesa:"Nomotlohelaabolele(Lether

talk.)Icanseeshe'slookingfora

fight.Wellsweetythisisnotthe



ghetto,wepeoplefromheredonot

entertainsuchbehaviour."Whosaid

anythingaboutfighting?

Anitha:"sippingafewglassesof

champagneandwearingfancy

clothesdoesn'tmakeyou'people

fromhere'.Don'tletthosethingsfool

you."Whoisthisgirl?Imeanshewas

quietinthecarallthewaytohere

andnowallofasuddenshe'slike

this,myGod.Palesastoodupand

madeherwaytoherbutPhilasande

stoodinfrontofher.



Palesa:"Ketlaonyesawena(Iwill

beatyou),howdareyouspeaktome

likethat?DoyouknowwhoIam?"

Anitha:"Ah,someone'ssidechick."

Shesaidwhilerollinghereyes.

Palesawasfummingwithanger.

Me:"Whydon'twegogetsomeair

Anitha?"Iwastryingtodefusethe

situation.Ipulledherhandandwe

walkedoutthedoorleavingtheladies

talkingbehindus,busycallingAnitha

ahoodratbitch."Andthenwena?"I

askedwhenwesatonthechairs



placedbythepool,wecouldseethe

guysfromwhereweweresitting.

Anitha:"Ijusthatefakebitches!"O-K-

A-Y.

Me:"Youdon'tevenknowthemand

youhavealreadyconcludedthatshe

isfake."Idon'tevenknowwhyIwas

sayingthatbecausePalesaisasfake

astheycome.

Anitha:"Idon'tneedtoknowa

personainordertotellwhetherthey

arefakeornot.Andwenawhyare



younotfummingafterwhatshe

said?"

Me:"Idon'tlikedrama,IknewifI

entertainedshewouldhavecaused

drama."

Anitha:"Betteryouthanme.Ifabitch

comesuptome,Igladlygiveher

whatshewants."Ilaughed,IguessI

havejustmetAsenathi2.0."ThingisI

knowthatbitch.Sheisfriendswith

Thandiwe,everytimetheguyshosted

agettogetherThandiwewouldinvite

hertocome.Shewouldbeallover



theplacetryingtoseducealmost

everyguyshecomesacross.She

pusheditwhenshetriedtoseduce

Themba,Ilostmymarblesandbeat

thecrapoutofher."Ilookedatherin

shock,shedidn'tlooklikethe'beating

thecrapoutofsomeone'type.

Me:"Woah?Themba?Ithoughtyou

guysjuststarteddating?"

Anitha:"We'vebeenonandoffforthe

past2years."Onandofffor2years?

Haybayadlalaaba.



Me:"Why?Ifyoudon'tmindme

asking."

Anitha:"Thembaistooplayfulmarn,

he'snotreadytogrowupandcommit

tome.Anddon'taskmewhyIkeep

goingbacktohim,becauseIalso

don'tknow."

Me:"Joh.Thatmustbedrainingto

you?"

Anitha:"Youhavenoidea.ImeanI

amreadytosettledownnow,builda

homeandhavekids."Howoldisshe



kanti?

Me:"Howoldareyou?"

Anitha:"24"

Me:"Noway!Ithoughtyouwereat

least20yearsold."Shelaughed

Anitha:"Letsblamemyphysiconthat

part."Shereallyhadatinybodythat

madeherlookveryyoung.

Me:"Inallhonesty,Ithinkyoushould



notallowyourselftobetieddownto

someonewhodoesn'thavethesame

goalsasyou.Beforeyoucaneven

thinkaboutbuildingahomewith

someoneandgivingyourselffullyto

them,youneedtoknowiftheyfeel

thesamewayaboutyou.How'syour

relationshipwithThemba?"

Anitha:"It'sokayIguess."She

shruggedhershoulders."It'snota

normalrelationship.Imeanweonly

gettoactlikearealcouplewhenhe

feelslikeit,hedoesn'tcallmefor

days,Idon'twakeuptoanysweet

messages.Comingtothinkofit,he



hasneversaidhelovesme.Would

youbelievemeifIsaidhehasnever

introducedmetohismom."Iwould

actually.

Me:"Andyoustillstayedwithhim?

Girlyouhavesomuchpatience.I

wouldn'tstandforthatshit.If

someonelovesyou,okaylet'snotsay

lovesyou.Ifsomeonevaluesyour

presenceintheirlife,theywould

makeitapointtospendalotoftime

withyou,calltocheckuponyouand

alsobuyyougiftsfromtimetotime."



Anitha:"Wellhedoesn'tdoanyof

that."Shesaidinalowtone.

Me:"Areyousurehe'sina

relationshipwithyou?Oryouareina

relationshipwithhim?"Shesniffed

andsighed

Anitha:"IthinkIaminarelationship

withhimandheisnot.Ireallylove

himLuu,he'smyfirstineverything."

OhI'mLuunow?"Ithinkmylovefor

himisovercloudingmydecisionto

leavehim.Ican'tstayawayfromhim,

ithasgottentoapointwhereIcall



himwhenhedoesn'tcallme,yeahI

actlikeaclingygirlfriendandIknow

thatannoystheshitoutofhim."I

movedfrommychairtositnextto

her,Ipulledhertomychestand

comfortedher.

Me:"Youseethesameattitudeyou

hadwhenyouwerearguingwith

Palesa,channelthesameattitude

intogettingoverThemba.Havethat

samefierce,strongandindependent

womanattitudeIsawinthere.A

fearlesswoman.Youarebeautiful

AnithaandIamsurethatyouare

goingtofindamanwhowillloveand



cherishyouandgiveyouwhateverit

isthatyouwant.Justbecausehe

wasyourfirst,doesn'tmeanhehas

tobeyourlast."Shesniffedeven

more.

Anitha:"ThankyouLuu.Ireally

neededtohearthat."Shepulled

herselffrommeandstartedwiping

hertearyface.

MyGodIcan'tbelieveIjust

encouragemyhusband'sfriend's

girlfriendtobreakupwithhim.

What'swrongwithme!Whereismy

loyalty!Butno,Ican'tsitbackand



watchsuchabeautifulladyget

playedbythatdumbassnigga.

"Thereyouare!I'vebeenlookingfor

youallover."

Me:"Ohuhm,sorryIguesswejustgot

alittlebitcarriedawaywithour

chattingsession."

Phila:"Comeonin.It'stimetodish

up."Woahdishup?

Me:"Dishup?"



Phila:"Yes,Ineedyoutohelpme."

Me:"Uh,amsuretheladiesinthere

won'tmindhelping."

Phila:"WehaboPalesa?Theydidn't

helpmewiththesalads,whatmakes

youthinktheywillhelpmewith

dishingup?Infacttheyhavejoingthe

guysinpatio."Slayqueensnxah!

Me:"Oh,wewillbewithyouinabit."



Phila:"Okay.I'llbewaitingke."She

turnedonherheelsandleft.

Me:"MyGod!Whydowehavetobe

theoneshelpinghertodishup.I

can'tbedishingupforpeople,Ihate

beinginaspacefilledwithhuman

beings."Shelaughed.

Anitha:"Yourfacialexpression,my

God."Shelaughedagain.

Me:"WhydidIevencomehere."



Anitha:"Stopcomplainingandlet'sgo

help."Shestoodupandpulledmy

hand.

Ithoughtweweregoingtobedishing

upforeachpersonintheirplates,

turnsoutIwaswrong.Wejusthadto

distributeaplatterofmeat,papand

bowlsofsaladstotheguys,and

plentyofalcohol.Palesaandher

friendsdecidedtoexclude

themselvesfromus,theytoldPhilato

dishupfortheminaseparateplatter

fromus.Thenerveofthesegirls!I

thoughtIhadagood-pushover-heart,

butPhilatakesthecupshame!



By1amwhenthebraaiended,most

ofthesemenweredrunkashell,

includingmineandhisfriends.

Gettingthemtothecarwasa

struggle.

Guy:"Willyoubeabletocarrythem

insidethehouse?"NoIwon't,butthe

guardswillhelporIwillmakethem

allontheirown.

Me:"YesIwill.Thankyousomuch

forhelpingme."Hesmiled

Guy:"Lindaniisthename."Ohhhe



mustbePalesa'sLindani."Waka

Mkhawulo."

Me:"LunathiDlamini."Isaidwitha

smile.

Lindani:"NowIseewhySivuyilecan't

closehismouthaboutyou."Iblushed.

"YouarereallybeautifulMrsDlamini."

Ismiled

Me:"Thankyou."

"Mybackhurts!"ThatwasAnitha.



Lindani:"Ohwelltakecareladies,until

wemeetagain."Idoubtwewillcause

Iamnevereverattendinganyoftheir

braais,Ican'tdealwithboPalesa.

Anitha:"Bye!"Heleft."Whatdidhesay

toyouthathadyoublushinglikea

scholar."Ismiled.

Me:"Hewastellingmeabouthow

muchmymanalwaystalksabout

me."



Anitha:"Mxm,that'swhattheyalways

saywhentheywanttoscoretheir

friendssomepoints."Ichuckled.

Me:"Mxm,yourbitterassisdrivingus

homekedali."Shelaughed.

Anitha:"Youarecallingmebitteras

sweetasIam?"Shemadeapuppy

face.Ilaughed.

Me:"Justgetinthecaranddrive

lemon!"Welaughed.Wegotinthe

carandshedroveushomeusingthe

GPS.



•

°

•

°

Idon'tknowifamtheonlyone,butI

justloveBoitumelo'ssweetandkind

personality
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Iwasalreadyupmakingbreakfastfor

thedrunkards.Lastnightwhenwe

gothomewehadnochoicebutto

putthemallinoneroom,aroom

downstairssinceweweregoingto

struggletogetthemupstairs.Anitha

sleptinthespareroomupstairs.

Anitha:"Morning."Shewaswalkingin

throughthekitchenalreadydressed

inherclothes.

Me:"Morningboo."



Anathi:"Doyouneedhelp?"

Me:"Yesplease.Couldyoutakethe

platesandglassestothediningroom

please."

Anathi:"Alright."Shetooktheplates

andwentoutthekitchen.Icarriedon

fryingthemeat,Iknewthat'swhat

theyweregoingtoaskfortheminute

theywakeupandImadesurethatit

ishot.Anathicamebacktotake

morestuffthatweweregoingto

need.Idishedupthemeatinabowl

andtookittothedinningroom,the



tablewasalreadysetthanksto

Anathi,shewouldmakeagreatsister

wife-ornot!Idon'tthinkIwould

handlingsharingmyman,myGod!

Timetowakethefoolsup.

Me:"It's10o'clockandyouguysare

stillsleeping.!"Theyweresleepingin

veryawkwardpositions,luckilyfor

metheywerealldressed."WAKE

UP!!"Stillnothing.IshookSivuyile

andthisfooljustmumbled

somethingandturnedhisheadthe

otherway!WhatshouldIdo?MaybeI

cansplashthemwithwater?Nothat

willmakethemangry?Marawaking



themupina'civilised'wayisnot

working,andIhavetogovisitmy

familytodayIneedtomakesurethat

theyeat.Itookoutmyphonefrom

mypocketandstartedplayingmusic

loudlyonit.Thatseemedtomakea

differencecauseIwasgettingsome

reactionfromLungani.

Lungani:"hhmhmmmarn!"Igiggled.

Theother4wassleepinglikethey

weredead!"HaimarnLunathi!Turn

offthatmusic!"

Me:It'stimetowakeup!"



Lungani:"Soearly?"

Me:"Its10o'clockLungani.Foodis

ready,wakeyourfriendsup."Ileftthe

room.Anathiwassittinginthe

dinningroomwatchingTV.

Anathi:"Ohthere'sawomanwhowas

lookingforyou.Shesaidyouwillfind

herinthebaby'sroom."

Me:"Oh,thanks.Anywayhelpyourself

tosomefoodthere,thesemendon't



lookliketheyaregoingtowakeup

anytime.Letmegoandcheck

omamathatside."Imademywayto

Chulu'soldroom.Mam'Luvowas

therefeedingChuluherbottle.

Mam'Luvo:"Nkosazana."Shesmiled.

Me:"Mah,unjani?(Howareyou?)"I

returnedthesmile.

Mam'Luvo:"Ndiphilileenkosiunjani

wena?(I'mgoodthanks,howare

you?"



Me:"Ndiphililenam(I'malsogood.)

Unjaniusisizanamhlanje?"

Mam'Luvo:"Haynokoubhetere,

akatefangakakhuluizolonangoku

usaziphethekakuhle."

Me:"Kuhlekexakunjalo.Iheardyou

werelookingforme."

Mam'Luvo:"Haysisiakhontoembi,

bendimangazweyilantombazana

ebendiyibonaphakodwawena



ungekho,besendicingelaukuba

inkosanaiziseinkazanaaphaendlini

sobendibuzawenakwenzel'baazi

ukuthikukhonaumissusapha."I

laughedalittle,it'snicetoknowthat

shekindahasmybackinthis

house,thatmeansshelikesme.

Me:"Haymama,that'sThemba's

girlfriendAnathi.Wecamebackwith

herlastnight."

Mam'Luvo:"Ohkungconoke

xakunjalo.Besendithukile."Ilaughed

onceagain



Me:"Don'tworrymah,she'sjusta

friend."

Mam'Luvo:"Kuhlekentombi.Kaloku

mnandiqheleloudlangokuzanaye

aphaninoAse."

Me:"IunderstandMah.Ohandmama

pleasepackabagforChulutoday.

I'mgoingtovisitmymomforafew

hourstoday."

Mam'Luvo:"Ohokaysisi.Nihamba



nini?"

Me:"InanhourMah."

Mam'Luvo:"alright

toto,ndizamlungisela."Ithankedher

andwentbacktotheloungetojoin

Anithainthelounge.Shewasalready

eating,Iwenttodishupaplatefor

myselfandjoinedher,weatewhile

watchingKeepingUpWith

Kardashians-Oneofmyfavourite

realityTVshows.Theguyswerestill

sleepingIguesscausetheywerenot

here.MeandAnathiweretalking,



tryingtogettoknoweachotherandI

mustsayweclicked,shewasavery

niceladyacompleteoppositeofme,

herpersonalitywasalmostsimilarto

Asenathi'stheonlydifferenceisthat

shewasn'tasloudasshewas.She

wasanursebyprofession,hasnokid

andshestayswithherparentsand

siblings.Shemightbeolderthanme

byafewyears,butIthinkwewould

makegoodfriendsitwouldbeniceto

hangaroundher.Weendedup

exchangingnumbers,Iguessshe

alsolikedme.

Me:"Okaytheseguysarenot



seriouslynotwakingupandIneedto

go."

Anathi:"Whereareyougoing?"

Me:"Hometovisitmyfamily.Ihaven't

seentheminawhile."

Anathi:"Hah!Soyouaregoingto

leavemehereallalone."Ichuckled

Me:"Youarenotgoingtobealone.

Thembaandhisfriendsarehere

mos."



Anathi:"Mxm,don'ttellmeabout

thosedrunkards."Ilaughed.

Me:"Letmegoandwakethemupone

lasttime."Ireallyhadtoleave,butI

couldn'tleavewithouttellingSivuyile

whereIamgoingsoIamforcedto

goandwakehisassup.WhenI

openedthedoor,thesefuckerswere

alreadyup.Sivuyilewasonhisfeet

whiletheother2wassittingonthe

bedandAyandawaslayingonhis

back."Ohwon'tyoulookatthat.You

guysfinallydecidedtowakeup."



Sivuyile:"JustthepersonIwas

lookingfor.Iwasabouttogolookfor

you."Imentallyrolledmyeyes.

"Morningbaby."Hegavemeasmile

beforehegrabbedmywaistandgave

meamindblowingkiss,and

surprisinglyhisbreathdidn't

stink,phelathispersonwasdrinking

andsmokinglastnight.

Themba:"Haike!Mas'ngaqhelwa

kaloku."Ibrokethekissandhidmy

faceinhischest,Iwasshy.



Sivuyile:"thisismyhousegents!If

youdon'tlikewhatyousee,leavethe

room."

Themba:"Mxm."

Me:"Youalreadybrushedyour

teeth?"

Sivuyile:"Yep.Ididn'twanttogiveyou

amorningkissaccompaniedbya

stinkingbreath."

Me:"Howthoughtfulofyou."Isaidin



sarcasm.

Sivuyile:"Nowtellmemylove,whydid

Iwakeupnexttothesefoolsandnot

nexttoyourbeautifulface."

Me:"Causeyouweredrunkjustlike

them,andIthoughtyouguys

deservedtoshareabedformaking

meandAnathicarryyoualltheway

tothecar."

Aya:"HayLunathi,youdidn'tcarryus

don'tlie.Youjusthelpedustothecar.

KeywordHELPED."



Me:"Samethinghle."

Sivuyile:"WellImissedyou.Icould

feelthatIwasn'tsleepingnextto

you."Itwierdthathewassayingallof

thisinfrontofhisfriend."Imissed

feelingyouradsonmydick."He

whisperedinmyear!Mycheeks

heatedup,Iwasblushing.

Nka:"Getaroom!"

Sivuyile:"Weinitincaseyoudidn't



notice."

Themba:"That'sit,I'mleaving!"He

stoodupandleft,hisfriendsfollowed

behindhim.Thisgavemyhusband

theopportunitytodevourmylips,he

wentasfarasgrabbingmyass.

Sivuyile:"Nowmydayisalmost

made."

Me:"Almost?"

Sivuyile:"Yes.Somethingis



missing,makethattwothings."

Me:"Whatarethosethings?"

Sivuyile:"seeingmydaughter.PlusI

didn'tgetmymorningglorytoday."

Me:"andwho'sfaultisthatsir?"

Sivuyile:"Mxm."Ilaughedabit.

Me:"Anyway,I'mgoingtomom's

todayandIamtakingRatuwithme."



Sivuyile:"Yoh!Thatmeansyouwillbe

goneallday."

Me:"Uhyes."

Sivuyile:"WhoamIgoingtospendmy

Sundaywith?"Nothimto

Me:"Withyourboys."

Sivuyile:"ButIwanttospenditwith

you."Hewasbeingabigbabythathe

alwaysis.



Me:"Nolover.Ialreadypromisedmy

momthatIamgoingtojointhemfor

lunch,andlookatthatIamgoingto

belateforthelunch"

Sivuyile:"Youhaven'teaten?"

Me:"Ihave,anhourago."

Sivuyile:"andyouaregoingtoeat

again?"Ididn'tlikehistone.

Me:"YesSivuyile!Isthataproblem?"



Sivuyile:"Ididn'tsayitwas,Iwasjust

asking."

Me:"Mxm."Imovedhishandsfrom

mywaistandstartedwalkingaway.

Sivuyile:"WhatdidIdo?"Hewas

followingme."Wait!Babe."Istopped

onmytracksandlookedathim,he

analysedmybodyandsmiledabit.

"Areyousureyouarenotpregnant?"

Notthisagain!



Me:"Iamnotpregnant,getthat

throughyourthickskullyeer!"Iwas

irritated!

Sivuyile:"Okay,youarenotpregnant

mylove."Hegavemeabigsmile

whichannoyedmetothecore!I

furiouslywalkedtothelounge.

Chulu'sbagwasonthecouchand

shewassittinginthedinningtableon

Themba'slap,Sivuyilewenttothem

andtookhisdaughtermuchto

Themba'sdislike.

Anathi:"Andthen?"Iguessshecould



readmyannoyedfacialexpression.

Me:"Nothing.GirlIneedtogo.Itwas

apleasuremeeting,Ihopewewill

meetupsoon."

Anathi:"Definitelydoll."Shestoodup

andgavemeahug.Iwalkedtothe

dinningarea.

Me:"I'mleaving,canIpleasehavethe

baby?"Iwasstandingnexttothe

annoyinghusband.



Sivuyile:"I'lldriveyouonceIamdone

eating."

Me:"Iamalreadylate,I'llaskSizweto

takemethere."Hegavemeastare,

butIwasbackingdown.Iwantedto

gonow!

Sivuyile:"Fine,let'sgo."Hisfriends

weregivinguswierdlooks.Iguess

theywerewonderingwhat'sgoingon

becauseafewminutesagowewere

loveydoveyinfrontofthembutnow

wearegivingeachothercoldstares.

"Majita,ndiyabuyangoku.Ihaveto



takethemadamtoherhome."He

hasn'teventakenabathbuthewants

totakemehome,wow!Iwenttotake

Chulu'sbagwhilehegrabbedhiscar

keysamongstotherkeysonthe

'keystand'.Whenwegottothecar,he

buckledChuluinherseatbefore

goinginsidethecar,anddriveoutthe

thegate.

Me:"CanwepleasepassbythemallI

needtobuysomechocolateice

cream."Ihavebeencravingit!

Sivuyile:"No,yousaidyouarelate.So



wearedrivingstraighttoyourhome."

Ah!

Ithoughthewasjoking,butwedid

indeeddriveallthewayhomewithout

makingastopatthemall,noice

creamforme,whatacruelmanIam

marriedto.Mybrothers'carswere

alreadyparkedintheyard.Igotout

thecarandwenttounbucleChulu

outofherchair,Itookherbagbefore

bangingthedoorandwalkinginside

thegate!Theinsensitivebastard

didn'tevenwaitformetogetinside

thehousebeforedrivingoff,hedrove

offimmediatelyafterIgotinsidethe

gate!Bastard,Ican'tbelievehe



refusestoletmebuytheicecream,I

wasreallycravingit,myperiodsmust

benear.Thatcanonlybethe

explanationofmymoodandthe

craving.ImeanIknowIoverreacted

whenheaskedmeifIwasgoingto

eatagainandthewholepregnancy

bullshit.OnethingIamsureaboutis

thatIamnotpregnant.

Me:"Hellofamily!"Andjustlikethat

mymoodwasupliftedwhenIsaw

themsittingaroundthetable.

Mom:"Punkiewaka."Shestoodup



fromherchairandrushedtome

givingmeahugandapeckonthe

lips."I'vemissedyousomuchmy

baby."Ismiled.

Me:"Imissedyoutoomama."

Mom:"Iseeyou'vebroughtaguest."I

chuckledasshetookChulufrommy

arms.Iwalkedtomydadandgave

himahug.

Me:"Hellodaddy."



Dad:"Lastborn.I'msogladthatyou

couldjoinus."

Thabang:"Iforonedidn'tthinkshe

wasgoingtomakeit."

Thabo:"Saythatagain,phelait'sasif

theDlaminishaveherchainedor

something,weonlygettoseeher

afterweeks."Imentallyrolledmy

eyes.Ididn'tevennoticethatthewas

agirlsittingnexttohim.Iwon'tlie

thegirllooksonunus,shewastoo

cute,thetypethatyoujustcan'thelp

butwarmuptowhenyoumeet.She



wasreallybeautiful,shemustbethe

famousgirlfriend.

Mom:"Sitsitanddishupforyourself

baby."IsatnexttoBontlewhowas

alreadyhalfwaywithherfood.

Itookaplateandstarteddishingup,

momwaspreoccupiedwithChulu

andmybabywasbehavingabit.

Thapelo:"Ican'tbelieveSivuyile

fatheredsuchacutebaby,it'sso

unlikehim."



Me:"Haveyouseenhowbeautiful

Dlaminipeopleare?"

Bontle:"Hah!Hatsebenex(hedoesn't

knowanything.)"

Thapelo:"WenaBontleyouare

defendingtheDlaminisnow?"

Bontle:"Whywouldn'tI?Thosepeople

gavemealivesheepasanap...uhm

asagift."



Thabang:"Alivesheep?"

Bontle:"Yesofcourse."

Dad:"Agiftforwhat?"

Bontle:"Justtoshowappreciationto

me."

Dad:"Forwhat?"

Bontle:"Forappreciationdadhao."

ThatwasweakAF!



Dad:"WellI'veneverreceivedany

appreciationgiftfromthemandIam

thefatheroftheirchosenqueen."

Bontle:"WellIamspecial."

Thapelo:"Inwhatway?"

Bontle:"Ah!DoIreallyhavetoexplain?

Keyalebonalenalemona(Iseethat

youguysarejealous)thatIgotan

appreciationgiftfromourin-lawsand

youdidn't,that'swhyyouareasking



alltheseunnecessaryquestions."I

was

Thabo:"Jealousofwhat?Asmelly

sheep?Please."

Thabang:"Asheepoutofallthings

mara?Couldn'ttheygetyou

somethingmoresophisticated?Like

ahandbagorsomething."

Thapelo:"Nkusis?Isthathowlittle

theytakeyou?"



Thabo:"andoseriouswachomaka

Nkumoh(Andshe'sseriousbragging

aboutasheep.)Maybetheymistook

youforoneofthefarmgirlsinthe

XhosaKingdom."Theylaughed.

Thabang:"Iwouldn'tblamethem

though,youmysisterwouldfitin

perfectlywiththosegirls.Imeanyou

dolooklikeavillagegirl."They

laughedagain,mybrotherscanbe

annoyingattimes.

Bontle:"Farmgirlnna?Haveyouseea

farmgirllikeme?Doesafarmgirl



wearmakeuplikeme?Yeey!Leska

hlantsanna(don'tmakemecrazy.)"

Thabo:"Butsis,somepeoplewould

mistakethatfoundationonyourface

forthemudthatthosegirlsina

villageuseassunscreen."They

laughedonceagainmuchtoBontle's

annoyance.YoucancomeatBontle

withanything,butnotwithhermake

up!

Me:"Okayenoughguys,wehavea

guest."



Thabang:"Lewenawathola

marn(Youarealsotooquiet),Ieven

forgotthatyouarehere."Hewas

talkingtoThabo'sgirl.Shejustgave

usasweetsmile.

Thabo:"Youalrightmuntuza?"She

nodded.

Me:"Youdidn'tevenintroduceme

abuti."

Thapelo:"Phelawenayouareno

longerpartofthefamily."Stupid!



Thabo:"Sheknowsyou."Idon'tknow

her,butIwasn'tabouttosaythat,it

wouldrude.Ilookedatherwitha

smile

Me:"IamLunathi-"

Thabang:"Brika!Lunathikwa

hole(therefaraway),nothere.Here

youareBoitumelo."Drama!

Me:"WellIamBoitumelo,thelast

born."Shereallylookedshy!Heh!



Thaboisintroducinggirlstothe

familynow,Iwonderwhat'sgoingto

happenwithmyfriend.

Girl:"Iknowyou,youusedtogotomy

school."Shehadasmileonherface.

"NginguSlindileNtombela."Shehad

averycalmvoice.

Me:"Wellit'sapleasuretomeetyou

Slindile,Ihopeyouwilltreatmy

brotherwellandinreturnIwillmake

surehetreatsyouwelltoo."

Thapelo:"ReallyTumi?Welong



passedthatstageanhourago."

Dad:"Wellshewasn'there,solether

sayherpiece."

Me:"Tellhimdad."

Thapelo:"Mxm."

Mom:"Letmegoputthisoneto

sleep."

Thabang:"Hahmama,wehaven't

evenheldherandyouarealready



puttinghertosleep?That'snotfair."

Mom:"waratahocomplainermarn."

Thabang:"Iwasjustsaying,not

complaining.NowcanIholdmy

niecemomplease."

Mom:"she'ssleepy."

Thapelo:"Noshe'snot,she'swide

awake."

Mom:"Whatdoyouknowabout



babies?Youdon'thaveany

remember?"

Bontle:"Don'tbesosuremom,with

allthegirlsthathe'ssleepingwith

whoknowswhathehasleftthem

with."

Thapelo:"There'ssomethingcalled

protectionausi."

Bontle:"Andthatsomethingisnot

100%safeabuti."



Thapelo:"Whatareyoutryingto

imply?"

Bontle:"Thatmaybeyouhaveababy

andbabymamaouttherethatwe

don'tknowabout."Sheshruggedher

shoulders.

Thapelo:"wapotawena."I'msure

Slindilewasaskingherself,what's

wrongwiththisfamily.Wearealways

arguingaboutstupidthings,she

mustbeconfusedashell.Whenit

comestoherIdon'twannalieido

approveherrelationshipwithmy



brother,sheseemslikeanicegirl,too

niceifyouaskme.I'mscaredthat

Thabomightbreakherheart,butwho

knowsmaybeshe'snotasniceas

sheseem.Iturnedmyattentionto

herasIletmysiblingsarguewithmy

momaboutChulu.

Me:"SoSli,whatgradeareyouin?"

Sli:"Matric."Mmmmh.

Me:"Sohowdidyouandmybrother

meet?"Sheblushed.



Sli:"That'sastoryforanotherday."

Me:"ohfairenough."Ismiled."Sow-"

Mom:"Punkietellthemsheneedsto

rest."I'mnot.gettinginvolvedinthis.

Dad:"Comemywifelet'stakeherto

bed."Mydadissidingwithmymom

now.

Thabang:"Butwestillwanttoplay

withher."



Dad:"Youwilldothatsomeothertime,

likeyourmomsaidmy

granddaughterneedstorest."

Thabo:"Punkiesaysomething."Ijust

focusedonmyplateanddevoured

thefoodinfrontofme.

Me:"Momdoyouhaveicecream?"

Mom:"Checkinthefreezer."Withthat

saidshestoodupwithChuluandleft

uswithdadfollowingbehindher.



Bontle:"ReallyPunkie?Weareasking

youtostopmomfromtakingRatu

andwenayouarebusyaskingabout

icecream?HayoMabenastraight

wena!"Ijustlaughedandmademy

waytothekitchentogetmyself

someicecream.Istillcan'tbelieve

thatSivuyilerefusedtoletmebuyice

cream,hehasn'teventextedmeand

I'vebeenhereforalmostanhourbut

stillnotextorcall....mxm.

□

■

°•SIVUYILE•°



Wait!Whatdidthesalesladysay

again?Isclearblueorblueclear?But

Idoknowithasbluesomewhere.Oh

yesthereitis!ShesaidwiththisIwill

beabletotellhowfarsheis,well

that'sifsheispregnant.Iamhoping

thatsheispregnantthough,Ican't

waittohaveanotherminime.Iknow

IalreadyhaveChulu,butIwasn't

thereduringhermom'spregnancyso

thistimearoundIamhopingto

experienceeverythingwithLunathi,I

amreallyprayingthatsheispregnant.

Imeanthesignarethere,shehas

gainedabitofweight,sheisglowing

andshekindaeatsalot...wellIonly



noticedtheeatingalotandmood

swingsyesterdayandtoday,but

therecouldbeahighpossibilitythat

sheispregnantright?Right!

Aftergettingadozenpregnancytests

Iwenttothecashiertopay,she

laughedlittlewhenshesawthe

numberofpregnancytestsIwas

carrying.

Me:"Ijustwanttobesure."

Her:"OfcoursemyPrince."Ipaidand

tookmypacketfilledwithpregnancy

testsandlefttheshop.YeahIknowI



amadoctor,butsomehowIjustlost

mysenseofthinkingwhenIthought

thattheremightbeapossibilitythat

mywifeispregnantandIwanted

immediateresults,that'swhyIbought

thesepregnancytestsinsteadof

takinghertomysurgeryanddoing

bloodtestsmyself.AndI'venever

usedapregnancytestbefore,Ijust

knowthatsometimestheyshow

falseresults.

Itwasalreadylate,timeforherto

comebackhome.Myphoneis

ringing,it'sher.Ihopeshe'sstillnot

sulkingthatIdidn'twanttostopat

themallforicecream,it'sjustthat



shepissedmeoffbecauseofthe

wayShebehavedinfrontofmy

friends.

Me:"Baby."

Lunathi:"Heylover.Iwaswonderingif

youcouldfetchusfrommymom's?"

Lover?Iguessallisforgotten.

Me:"Ofcourses'thandwasam,I'mon

myway."

Lunathi:"I'mstillmadatyouthough."



ShehungupbeforeIcouldevensay

something.Ichuckled,mydarling

wife.

WhenIarrivedatherhouse,her

brotherswerestandingoutsidethe

gatesmokingandhavingachat.Igot

outthecarandwenttothem

Me:"AwwuTrippleT."

Thabang:"Holantwana."Wedidour

signaturegreeting.

Thabo:"Wherehaveyoubeenhiding



yourself?"Ichuckled

Me:"Yoursisteriskeepingme

occupiedgents."

Thapelo:"Ihopeyouarenot

murderingmysisterwithsexwena

Prince."Ilaughed.

Me:"Ofcoursenot,infactshe'sthe-"

Them:"Stop!!"Ilaughedattheirfacial

expressions.



Thabo:"Wedonotwanttohearabout

oursister'ssexdrive."Ilaugheda

littleasIthoughaboutthesurprise

shegavemetwonightsago.

Thapelo:"Andwenayoubrokeyour

promise."

Me:"Whatpromisenow?"

Thapelo:"Youpromisedtowaituntil

sheturns21andyoupromisednotto

getherpregnantwhileshe'sstillin

school."



Me:"ayymymanIdidn'tpromiseto

wait,she'sthereonewhopromised.

Andaboutthepregnancyitjust

happened."

Thabang:"Sovelesheispregnant?"

Me:"EyI'mnotsuregents,butwewill

findoutsoon."

Thabo:"Ihopesheisn'tpregnant,she

stillneedstofocusonschoolandget

herdegree,ngaphanaweyouare



busybuildingyourcompanyandyour

family'scompany.Youguysarenot

intherightspaceforababy,plus

Ratuisstillverymuchyoung."Ihear

theirconcerns,butIwantedababy

withmywife.

Me:"Yeah,Ihearyou.Andwena,I

heardyougotyourselfagirlfriend?"

Thabo:"Whotoldyouthat?"

Me:"Ihearditthroughthegrapevine."



Thabo:"Grapevineneh?"Helookedat

bothhe'sbrotherswholookedaway

immediately.YesIdidhearitfrom

them,wewerelaughingaboutita

fewdaysagowejustcouldn'tbelieve

thathefinallydecidedtotryoutthis

relationshipthing,eventhoughhe's

messingaboutwithZintle-YesIdo

knowaboutthatbutIvowednotto

tellmywife,brocode.

Me:"WhenamImeetingher?"

Thabo:"She'sinsidethehouseright

now."



Me:"Woah!Shemetthefamily

already?Thisisseriousmos."

Thabang:"Wadlalawena!Andmom

anddadlikeher,nottomentionthe

sisters."Thiswasshocking.

Me:"washa!Tmanisgrowingup!I

guessyourbrothershavetolearn

fromyounow."

Thapelo:"Wanyela!"Weshareda

laugh.



Me:"So?IthiniintongoZintle?"

Thabo:"Idon'tknowasyet."

Me:"Kanti?Doyouloveherorwhat?"

Thabo:"Imnotsure.Ijustcan'tstay

awayfromher.There'sjust

somethingaboutherthatdrawsme

toher."

Me:"uma'amyena?"Thegirlfriend



Thabo:"I'minthesameboatwithher

aswell.OnethingIdoknowisthatI

wouldgoinsaneifIwouldloseher."

Thiswasreallyconfusing.

Thabang:"suckstobeyoumy

brother."

Me:"Youcansaythatagain.Anyway,

letmegoinandgreettherents

beforetheysayIamdisrespectful."

Theychuckled

Thapelo:"Shoshoachuz."Imademy

wayinsidetheyardandinthehouse



afterknockingofcourse.

Me:"Dumelangkatloung(greetongs)"

MrsM:"Awwdumelangwanaka."I

wenttothemandgavethema

handshakebeforesettlingonthe

couch,nexttomywife.

"Ifitisn'tmyfavouritebrotherinlaw."

Shewalkedinfollowedbyabeautiful

girl,shemustbethegirlfriend.

Me:"Bontles."



Bontle:"Howareyou?Ihaven'tseen

youinawhile"

Me:"ImBontle,unjaniwena?"

Bontle:"ontopoftheworldasyou

cansee."Shegavemeabigsmile.

Me:"WhereisLizwi?"

Bontle:"He'sincapetown."



Me:"Andheleftyoubehind?"

Bontle:"Nahanafela!(Imagine!)He's

tellingmethatit'sacopthing,Ican

alsoholdagun,thatshouldqualify

metobeonthetripwithhim."I

laughedatthedramaqueen.

MrsM:"mokhwenyana,wouldyou

likesomethingtoeat?"Iwouldn'tsay

notoherfood.

Me:"YesofcourseMah."



MrsM:"Punkiegoanddishforyour

husband."

▪

▪

"Whatisthis?"

Me:"Pregnancytest."Wewerehome

andIhadjustgivenherapacketfull

oftestingkits.

Lunathi:"ItoldyouIamnotpregnant."

Me:"Wewon'tknowuntilyoudothe

tests."



Lunathi:"Tests?Asinplural?"

Me:"Yeswehavetobesure."

Lunathi:"I'mnotgoingtopeeonallof

these?"

Me:"Atleasttake3."

Lunathi:"Whydidyoubuysomany?"

Me:"Ijustwantedthemtobe



availablewheneverweneededone."

Greatsave!Iwasn'tabouttolether

laughatme,Iknowhowsheis.

Lunathi:"Wow.Sapha(Give)."She

soundssosexywhenshespeaks

Xhosa,sheturnsmeon.Ipassedher

3testsandfollowedhertothe

bathroom."YouareluckythatIneed

tourinatevele."

Me:"Iwasgoingtomakeyoudrink

waterphela."Sherolledhereyesas

shesatonthetoilet.



Lunathi:"Soyouarejustgoingto

standthereandwatchme."

Me:"Idon'tmind."Shesighed.She

peedonallthetests.Sheflushedthe

toiletandpulledherdressdownafter

wearingapanty.

Lunathi:"Ican'tbelieveyouare

makingmedothis.Doyouknowhow

uncomfortableitwaspeeingon

thosethreetests?IstillfeellikeI

needtopee.Sohowlongdowehave

towait?"Shecan'ttalk,yoh!



Me:"Idon'tknow."

Lunathi:"Youaretheonewitha

medicinedegreeheremister."

Me:"I'veneverusedapregnancytest

beforesmartmouth."

Lunathi:"Haywewillkeeponcoming

tocheckuponthem.Icanstandhere

nna,Ineedtosit."

Me:"Sitonthetoilet."



Lunathi:"No."Sheturnedonherheels

andleftmeinthebathroom.

AfewminuteslaterIstoodupto

check,muchtomydisappointment

theywereallnegative.

Me:"Babe."Shecametome.

Lunathi:"See?ItoldyouI'mnot

pregnant."Iwon'tlieIwasreally

disappointed,Ireallywantedherto

bepregnant.Iguessher

contraceptiveisworking.



Me:"Idon'tunderstand,IthoughtI

sawthesigns."

Lunathi:"Whatsigns?"Itoldhee

abouttheweightgain,theglow,the

eatingandthemoodswings."You

misunderstoodmylove.Undiphethe

kahle,that'swhyndityebile.AndIdo

getmoodandeatalotwhenam

abouttostartmyperiods."Iknowthe

'undiphethekahle'wassupposedto

makemesmile,butIcouldn't

becauseIwastoodisappointed."You

lookdisappointed?"



Me:"It'sjustthatIhadalreadyinstil

theideaofyoubeingpregnantinmy

head.Iwasreallylookingforwardto

dealingwithyourmoodswingsand

cravings."

Lunathi:"Whooo!I'mnotreadyforall

ofthat.Istillhaveschooltofocuson

andatoddlerthatneedsmy

attention."Ilookedatherandshook

myheadbeforeleavingthebathroom.

"Waitlover,youarereallysad?"Ilaid

onmybackonthebed,withmy

handsonmyhead.Shegotontopof

me,herlegsbentonthesides."Babe,

nowisnotthetimeforustobe



thinkingabouthavingababy.Ihave

schoolandyouhavetofocuson

buildingyourlegacy.Wearestill

enjoyingeachothermyloveandwe

haveChuluinthemix.YouandIboth

knowthatwearenotreadyforababy

Sivuyile,wearestillatapointof

gettingtoknoweachother,we've

beentogetherforafewmonths.We

arestucktogetherforlifeandthat

meanswehaveplentyoftimeto

makebabies,andIpromiseyouIam

gongtogiveyouasoccerteam."I

smiledalittle.It'samazinghowshe

canbematureandchildishatthe

sametime.



Me:"Iguessso."Shebenttomylevel

andgavemeakiss,myhands

automaticallymovedtoamy

favouritespot,herbutt.Shebrokethe

kissjustasIwasenjoyingit."Whydid

youstop?"

Lunathi:"Imstillmadatyou."MyGod

wearestillthere.

Me:"WhatcanIdotomakeitupto

youmybeautifulwife?"



Lunathi:"Getmesomechocolateice

cream."Ichuckled.

Me:"Yourwishismycommand

s'thandwasam."ShegotoffmeandI

gotuptogoandgetHerMajesty

whatherheartdesires.

○

●

○

●

Wherearethepeoplewhowanted

Tumitobepregnant,Lol!I'msorryfor

thedisappointment.
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Sofareverythinghasbeengoing

accordingly.Istartedwritingtestson



MondayandI'vebeenstudyinghard

forthosetests.TheDlaminiswere

informedabouttheringandthey

wereveryexcitedbutthefemalesin

thefamilyweredisappointedathowI

gotit.I'msurprisedthattheydon't

knowthattheirbrotherisnotavery

romanticperson,wellhehasno

senseofromancewhatsoever.Ihad

justreturnedfromschoolonaFriday.

Sivuyiletextedmeandtoldmethat

heistakingmeoutfordinnerandI

shoulddresstoimpress.Iwon'tlie

andsayIwasn'texcitedaboutthis,

eventhoughallowantedtodo

tonightwastoeatjunk,watchsome



Netflixwhilecuddlinghimwithhim

notpayingattentiontowhateverIam

watching,mxm.FirstthingIdidwhen

Igotbackwastogostraightto

Chulu'sroomupstairs,well

unfortunatelyformemybabywas

sleeping?Orisitfortunateforme

becauseIwasgoingtospendalotof

timewithher,forgettingthatIhaveto

getreadyfordinnerandyouknowI

taketimetogetready.

Iwentstraighttomybathroomto

takealongwelldeservedbath,I

deserveitafterallowingAsenathito

convincemetowalkaroundcampus

justforfun,imagine!Imeanwho



takeswalkshlebatho?!

"I'llbehomein20.Ihopeyouare

ready."That'sthetextIgotfrom

SivuyilewhenIgotoutofthe

bathroom.Ihaven'tevendoneface,

whatdoeshemeanIamready?It's

still18H00bathong!Wait!WhatamI

goingtowear?MyGodSivuyileis

goingtoeatmealivewhenhegets

here.Irantomyclosettolookfor

somethingthatscreams'dressedto

impress'.Asuitmaybe?No!Foundit!

Ioptedformymaroonbodydress,it

wasaonearmtypeofdressandit

hadanopeninginmy



chesting,showingoffthecleavage.

JustasIwassittingdowntodomy

makeup,theimpatienthusband

walkedin.

Sivuyile:"Ah!Youarestillinyourgown

baby."Therehegoes!

Me:"I'msorrylover,I'llbedoneina

fewminutes."

Sivuyile:"Igaveyou10minutesextra

njelove."DidIreallytake30minutes

tochooseanoutfit?WellIwas

choosinghisoutfittoo,that'sa



perfectexcuse!

Me:"I'msorrybaby,I'llbedonenow

now."Heshookhisheadwhile

walkingtothecloset."Whattimeis

ourreservation?"Ishouted

Sivuyile:"7."Heshoutedfromthe

closet.Iquicklyputonmymakeup,

simplemakeup.Iwasalreadylateso

Ididn'thavetimetolookfancy.Itook

offmygownandlookedselfinthe

mirror,Iwasrockingthisdressnolie!

"Wow!Youlookmagnificentbaby."

Hecameuptomeandgaveme



lingeringkiss.

Me:"Thankyoulover."

Sivuyile:"Idon'tknowifIwillbeable

tokeepmyhandsoffyoutonight."I

blushed.Hewasalsolookinggoodin

themaroontuxthatIpickedoutfor,

healsohadonablackshirtthatwas

notbuttoneduptothechest.

Me:"Ineedapictureofthis."

Sivuyile:"Ofwhat?"



Me:"Uswearingmatching

outfits,couplegoalsbaby."He

laughed.

Sivuyile:"Idon'tthinkSizwewillmind

beingourcameraman."

Me:"Istillhavetowearmyshoes."

Sivuyile:"Wherearethey?"

Me:"There."Iwentnexttothebedto

pickthemup,justasIsatdownon



thebedtowearthem.Hecametome.

Sivuyile:"Letmehelpyouwiththatmy

lady."

Me:"Youareontheromantictip

today,aren'tya?"Hechuckledand

helpedmeputonmyheels.

Sivuyile:"Done!Shallwe?"Ismiled

beforeItookhishand.Weleftthe

roomwithmyclutchbaginmyother

hand.Whenwegottothelounge

Sizwewasstandingbythedoor

waitingus."Sizwendoda,madam



herewantsyoutotakeafewpictures

ofus."IgavehimTHElook,itsme

nowwhowantshimtobeourcamera

man?Heh!Thisguy.Heshruggedhis

shoulderswhenhesawIwaslooking

athim.

Aftertakingcountlessofpictureswe

finallyleft.Youcanimaginehow

grumpySivuyilewas,hewantedusto

stopafterweonlytookfivepictures

butIwasnothavingitandSizwe

seemedtobemorethanhappyto

takemorepicturesowedid.We

finallygottothisfancyrestaurant,

whenweenteredwewerewelcomed

byachef,awaiter,waitressand



someonewholookedlikeamanager

Manger:"GoodeveningMrandMrs

DlaminiandwelcometoDior

restaurant.Itisapleasuretohave

youherewithustonight."Hesaid

withahumongoussmile,okaymaybe

itwasn'thumongous,buthewas

smilingtoomuchandsowerepeople

nexttohim."Pleasefollowme."We

walkedintotherestaurantand

surprisinglytherewasjustonetable

inthemiddleoftheroom,thefloor

wasscatteredwithdifferentkindsof

rosepallets,smallcandlesaroundus

creatingapathwaytothethetable.



Theroomwasabitdim,shocked

couldn'tevendescribehowIwas

feelingatthatmoment.Iwas

shocked/surprised,happy,emotional

andinlove.DidIsaythatmyhusband

isnotromantic?NomaybeIwas

talkingaboutsomeoneelse,notthis

guystandingrightnexttome.

Me:"Baby.Youdidallthisforme?"He

smiledandnodded.Igavehimabig

hugfollowedbyapassionatekiss.

Hewipedmytearsoffmyface.He

pulledthechairformeIsatdownand

healsowenttositonhischair.



Sivuyile:"So?Doyoulikeit?"

Me:"Areyoukiddingme?Iloveit.It's

beautiful."

Sivuyile:"I'mgladyoudo."

Me:"Didyousothisallbyyourself?"

Sivuyile:"Withalotofhelpfrom

Google,andtheseguysofcourse."



Me:"Thisisbeautiful.Whoknewthat

youhadaromanticgeneinyou."He

chuckled.

Sivuyile:"Ialsodidn'tknowIdid,Ialso

surprisedmyself."Ilaughed.The

waiterscamewithourstarter,Iguess

hehadalreadybriefedthemabout

whathewantedustoeat.Thiswas

reallywonderful,Icouldn'tstop

lookingaround.

Me:"Wow."

Sivuyile:"comeonbaby,Iamnotthat



badwhenitcomestoromanticstuff.

You'vebeensayingwoweversince

wegothere."

Me:"Ohbutyouaremylove,no

offence.Idon'tthinkIwilleverforget

thisnight."Hechuckled.

Sivuyile:"WellI'mgladImadean

impression."Welaughed,afterafew

secondsofsilenceheheldmyhand

andlookeddeepinmyeyes."Ididall

ofthisbecauseIwantedtothankyou

forbeingthewonderfulwifethatyou

are.Suresometimesyoupissmeoff



andmakememadwithyour

stubbornness,butthat'swhatmake

meloveyouevenmore.Youaretruly

oneofakindandIamblessedto

haveyouinmylife,Icanfullysay

oZizididn'tmakeamistakewhen

theychoseyouforme.Youarea

wonderfulwifeandagreatmotherto

ourdaughterChulu,yourmaturityis

beyondyouragemylove.Thelove

thatyoushowmeonadailybasisis

beautiful,eventhoughIamnotthe

perfecthusbandonearth,youstill

lookatmelikeIam.Idon'treally

havemuchtosayotherthan,thank

youforlovingmeandIloveyouso



muchmore.Youtrulyaremy

soulmate."Icouldn'tholdthemin,the

tearswereslowlygushingoutofmy

eyes.Hestoodupandcametokneel

onmyside,heusedhisthumpto

wipemytearsthenhekissedboth

myeyesbeforegoingtositdown.

Weird!

Ourmaincoursearrived,Iwas

drinkingjuicewhilehewasdrinking

hisCoronabeer,typicalSivuyile.The

convowasgoingsowell,wewere

laughingthroughoutourmaincourse.

IwassilentlythankingGodforgiving

methishandsomespecimenasa

husband.Hemightbeanass



sometimes,butIlovehimsomuch.

Whoknewthatinaspaceofafew

monthswewouldbehere,lookingso

happyandinlove?Godreallydoes

workinmysteriousways.

Sivuyile:"Uhbaby,youdoknowthat

wegottheDurbandealright?"

Me:"Yes."

Sivuyile:"AndthatIhavetogoto

Durbantooverlookeverythingfora

fewweeksright?"Notthisagain.



Me:"Ja."Isaidinalowtone.

Sivuyile:"Welltheprojectisofficially

startingonMonday,thatmeansby

MondayIhavetobeinDurban."My

heartbroke.Mondayisintwodays.

Me:"That'sin2days.Thatmeansyou

havetoleavethedayafter

tomorrow?"

Sivuyile:"Iknowmylove,butIam

goingtoleaveonMondaymorning.I



willusetheJet.Anddon'tworrybaby,

Iwillbebackeveryweekend."At

least.Inoddedtryingtopushthe

tearsback,thiswasnotthetimefor

crybabyBoitumelotosurface.

Me:"Ohwell.Iguessweshouldmake

thebestoftodaythen."Ismiled.

Sivuyile:"Areyouokay?"

Me:"Illbefine.Idon'twanttoruinthis

nightforus,whoknowswhenImight

getthisbeautifulsurpriseagain."He

laughed.



Sivuyile:"OhhandonTomorrowwe

aregoingtothecelebratorypartyat

theoffice."Idon'tlikeparties.

Me:"Nocandomylove,Ipromised

Asenathiamoviedate.She'skinda

goingthroughsomethingrightnow,

andIwanttocheerherup."Thatwas

thetruth.Asenathiwasn'therbubbly

selftoday,somethinghappenedwith

herMinisterofFinance.

Sivuyile:"Whatswrongwithher?Did

thatuselessboyfriendofhersdo



somethingtoher?"Bigbrothermode!

Me:"Ofcoursenot.Ican'treallytell

you,it'spersonal."

Sivuyile:"mmmh.ButIwantedto

celebratewithyounjebaby."

Me:"Whydon'tyoutakethisasour

veryownpersonalcelebration."He

smiledandleanedforward,Imethim

halfwayandwesharedakissed.

Sivuyile:"Comehere."Hepattedhis



lap.

Me:"No.Therearepeoplehere."

Sivuyile:"Comeon,theyarebusywith

theirownthings.Come."Istoodup

frommychairandwenttositonhis

lap.Hebroughtmyfacedowntohis

andwecarriedonwiththekiss.The

paceofofthekisswasincreasingby

theminute,itwasgettingabitsexual

now.Ibrokeitbeforewegotcarried

away,heburriedhisfaceinmybooks

andsighedmakingmegiggle."Ithink

weneedgethome."



Me:"I'mstillwaitingformydessert."

Hemovedabitonthechair,making

mefeelaveryhardJama."Ohhhh."

Sivuyile:"That'sgoingtobeyour

dessertbaby,let'sgo."He'salwaysin

themoodforsex.Hesignaledforthe

managertocome,Itriedgettingup

butheheheldmywaistmakingit

hardformetostand.

Manager:"YesMrDlamini."



Sivuyile:"Pleasethankyourstafffor

thelovelyserviceandthelovelyfood.

Wewilltakeourleavenow."The

managernodded.

Manager:"Itwasanhounorhaving

youhereMyPrince."Hebowedabit.

•

°

Theminutewegotintoourroom,he

didn'twasteanytime.Hegrabbedme

andpinnedmetothewallbeforehe

hadhiswaywithmymouth.He

wasn'trushingthistimearound,his

kisseswereslowandverytender.He



slowlywalkedmeclosetothebed

whilekissingme,heturnedmeover

thenheslowlyunzippedmydress

leavingtrailsofkissesonmyback.I

helpedhimwithpullingthedress

downdonw,asIbentovertotakeit

offhespankedmyass.Heturnedme

aroundandmademefacehim,again

hedevouredmylips,histongue

founditwayintomymouth.Afew

secondsoftonguewrestling,thebra

wasoff!

Theminutemybrafelloff,hecupped

bothboobsinhishandsand

whispered:"Perfect"hesuckedabit

onmyrightnipple,sendingashiver



downmyspine.Hegentlylaidmeon

thebed,kissingmylipsmovingall

thewaydowntomybellyandtighs.

Herubbedmycastleontopofmy

panty,hetookitoffswiftlyleaving

mecompletelyexposed.Hewent

downtomytighskissingthemallthe

wayuptothecastle,hestarted

kissingtheopeningofit,hemoved

ontolickingmyclit,Ifoundmyself

voluntarilyopeningmylegswiderasI

gasped.Hetenderlycaressedmy

breastswithalittlesqueezingatthe

nipples.Hewassuckingandlicking

thecastlethepleasurewastoomuch

andintense.Hesuckedonmylabia,



thensuckedmyalreadyswollenclit

thatsentmeovertheedge,Ifeltmy

bodystiffenandbeforeIknewitI

releasedthejuicesonhisface.Iwas

gaspingforairthinkingaboutthe

intensepleasureIjustfelt,thatwas

totallyoutofthisworld.

Sivuyile:"Didyouenjoythat?"He

askedashelaidnexttome.Ijust

lookedathimwithawidesmile.Igot

mynakedselfontopofhimand

startedkissinghim,thekisswenton

forawhile,beforeIstartedgrinding

onhiscrotch.Igotoffandkneeled

ontheside,Iunbuttonedhisjeans



andthethezipallthewaydown.I

slightlypulledthejeandown,Islidmy

handintohisunderwearandgota

holdofJama.Itookhimoutand

startedmovingmyhandupand

down,givinghimahandjob.Idirected

uJamastraightintomymouth,my

tonguewastwirlingaroundhisheadI

madesuretospendmorethan

enoughtimeontheheadandthaton

itsowndrovehiminsanebecausehe

wassoongroaninglikeananimal.I

startedbobbedmyheadupanddown

asIsuckeduJama,myhandsfound

theirwaytohisballsgently

massagingthem.Iuppedmypaceon



thesucking,myhandswentupand

downonhisbshaftwhileIwas

sucking.

Sivuyile:"Shit!Shit!Shit!I'mcumming

baby."Iamdoingthis!Iwastryingto

preparemyselfmentallyforhiscum.

Icarriedonsuckingandsoonhe

spilledhissemeninmymouth,I

almostswallowed!IswearItried,but

Icouldn'tkeepinmymouthsoIjust

spititout.Idon'tunderstandhow

peoplewhoswallowspermsdothis,

hayIneedtips."Damn!"Itookthe

tissuethatwasontheheadboardand

IwipedthesemenoffuJamabeforeI



threwmyselfnexttohim.Hepulled

myheadtoheadtohischestandkiss

meontopofthehead."Thatwas

wonderful.Whoknewmisslittle

innocentwouldbedoingthistome?

It'struewhattheysayaboutthequiet

onesneh?Icantestifytothat."I

laughed.

Me:"Youbringouttheworstinme."

Sivuyile:"AndIlikeyourworstmy

love."Igiggled.Herubbedmynanaa

bitbeforehegotonhisknees,pulled

metohimthenheguideduJamainto



hiscastle!Imoanedashethrustinto

me.

•

°

SIVUYILE

THENIGHTOFTHEPARTY!

Iwassittingwithsomeoftheguys

whoworkforme.Wewerechatting

aboutrandomthingsoverbeer.

Lawrence:"Tellmebossman,howdo

youmanageworkingwithsuch

hotnessthough?"Hewaslookingat

SandimyPA.Shereallywashot,I



won'tlieaboutthat.Butbeingfaithful

tomywifewasoneofthemost

importantthingstome,soImanaged

tostayclearoftemptationeven

thoughshekeepsontryingtotempt

meinaverysubtleway.She'sbeen

givingveryconfusingsignalsthese

days,wearingrevealingthingsto

work,getwaytoclosetocomfort

whenshe'sadressingmenot

forgettingthewayShesometimes

touchesmein.It'sisverydisturbing.

Me:"Wellifyouhaveawifelikemine

youwillsurenotbedistractedbyall

ofthat?"



Thato:"Tellthembrother!Onceyou

findthatonewomanthatmakesyou

feelcomplete,youdon'tcareabout

thesehoes."

Lawrence:"WellIwantallthesehoes,

especiallythathoe.Mmmhmmmh

thethingsIwoulddotothattinybody!

Godforbid!"Lawrencewastheplayer

atwork,healwaysmakessurethat

hesleepswitheverynewinternthat

weget.

Me:"itssurprisinghowI'venever



recievesasexualharassmentclaim

againstyou,thewayyouloveladies

isnothealthy."

Lawrence:"Thatwillneverhappenmy

man."

Chad:"Whathappenedtothatlady

fromFinace?"

Me:"Shequitafterthismoego(Fool)

sleptwithStellaonthesamedayhe

sleptwithher."Theguyslaughed.



Thato:"youarenonsensemarn

Lawrence!"Welaughed.

Lawrence:"Heyydon'thatethe

player,hatethegame....butnowallI

needistothatass,andMarkmy

wordsboys,Iwillgetit."

Lewis:"How?Thatchickhasthehots

fortheboss."Sothey'vealsonoticed,

IguessIwasnotbeingcrazy.

Me:"Noshe'sdoesnot."



Chad:"Trustmeshedoes.She'sbeen

lookingourwayeversincewesat

here."

Lawrence:"Maybeshe'slookingatme,

don'tbesoquicktojudge."They

laughed.

Thato:"Ifyouaresittingontheleft

side,thenyessheislookingatyou

myfriend."Welaughedcause

Lawrencewassittingontheright

side.

Lawrence:"Mxm.Thenmyman,you



shouldtapthat.Imeanshe'soffering

herselfonasilverplatter."

Me:"Hellno!Andrisklosingmywife?

Iwouldneverdothattoher."

Lawrence:"Neversaynever."

Chad:"Myman,haveyouseenhis

wife?Flamesboy!Whyonearth

wouldhecheatonherwiththat?"We

laughed.Idon'tgetwhyhe'ssaying

thatbecauseSandiisreallyhot.



Lawrence:"I'vereadaboutheronthe

newspaper,butherpicturewasn't

clear."

Lewis:"Tabloids?"

Lawrence:"Idon'treadthatshit.Let

meseeherbossman."

Me:"Hay!Why?"

Lawrence:"Ijustwanttoseewhat's

drivingyoucrazy,nothingmuch."I

tookoutmyphoneandshowedhim



myscreensaver.Itwasablackand

whitepictureofLunathiholding

Chulu."Ahhdieman(thisguy.)She's

lookingdownIcan'tseeher

properly."Thatoquicklyhandedhim

hisphone!Excuseme!Whyarethey

showingoffmywife?"Damn!Boss

thisisyours?"

Me:"Sheismine."Isidewithpridein

myvoice.

Lawrence:"Whydidn'tImeether

beforeyoumara?"



Me:"Shewouldstillbemineevenif

youmetherbeforeme."Isnatched

Thato'sphoneoutofhishandsand

gaveitbacktoThato

Lawrence:"Iwasstilllooking."

Me:"You'vedoneenoughlooking."I

canhavepeoplegawkingovermy

wifelikethat.StupidIknowbecause

herpictureareallover

Instagram,mxm.

Lawrence:"Sheisb-"myphonerang

interupptingmotormouth.Itwasone



ofbodyguards.

Me:"Usain."

Usain:"Boss!Theprincess,yourwife

hasbeeninvolvedinanaccident."I

swearIfeltmyheartpumpingputof

mychest!

Me:"What?!Where?Issheokay?!Did

youtakehertothehospital??!"

Usain:"Uhboss,sheuh....She's..."



Me:"Talkdammit!!"

Usain:"She'smissing!"

Me:"What?!"TheclothesIwas

wearingstartedgettingveryhot.

Usain:"Whenwegottothecar,she

wasnotthereonlySizwewasthere.

Seemslikesomeonetookher

becauseherbagswereinthecar."

Me:"Fuck!"Mymindwasgoingwild.

Whocouldhavetakenher?



●

○

●

○

●

Whodoyouthinktookourbeloved

Boitumelo?!
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°•SIVUYILE•°

It'sbeentwofreakendayssincemy

wifewastakenbyanunknown

person.Iamcluelessastowhotook

her.AllIknowisthatshewentto

meetwithAsenathifortheirouting

thensheleftwithSizwe.Sizweisin

hospitalrecoveringfromtheminor

woundsthathegotfromtheaccident.

Lulama:"Vuvuyouhavetoeat

something."

Me:"I'mnothungry."



Lulama:"Youhaven'teatenindays."

Me:"IsaidIamnothungry!HowcanI

eatwhileIdon'tknowwhethershe's

eatingwhereversheishuh?

KhawundehlemarnLulamanxah!"

Lulama:"YohIgiveup.Maybeyour

momneedstocomedownhereand

forcefullyfeedyou."Mxm.

Myphonerang.

Me:"Talktome"



Luzuko:"Wehavenewinfo."Thatgot

myattention.

Me:"great!Wherecanwemeetup?"

Luzuko:"Wearecomingtoyour

housein15minutes.Justmakesure

yourbasementhasspace."Hehung

up.Basement?What'sthatgottodo

withtheinfotheyfound.Itexted

Thapeloaboutthefindingsandasked

themtocometomyhouseright

away.

Thesepasttwodayshavebeenhard

onme,Ihaven'tsleptnorate.AllIdo



istakeashowerandstaywideawake

whilethinkingaboutwhocouldhave

kidnappedher.Atfirstwethoughtit

wasThandiwe,Bontlewenttoherto

askhersomequestionsbutshe

camebacksayingsheknowsnothing

aboutthekidnapping.

Lumka:"Didyouseethepapers

today?"Iwasnotinthemoodforthis.

Me:"Whatpapers?"

Lumka:"Wellthere'sanarticleondaily

dispatchaboutLunathi'skidnapping."



Me:"What?!Howdidtheygetahold

ofthatstory?"

Lumka:"Fromareliablesource.And

webothknowwhothatsourceis."I

sighed

Me:"Thandiwe.Ihonestlycannotdeal

withthemediarightnow.Ijustwant

tofindmywifeandmoveonwith

life."Shecametositnexttome,her

armwentaroundmyshoulders.



Lumka:"Iknow.What'sthelatest?"

Me:"Luzukosaidhehasnewinfo,

theywillbehereinafewminutes

actually."

Lumka:"Okay,that'sgreat.Right?"

Me:"Idon'tknowsis."

FewminuteslaterLuzukoand

Luthandoarrivedpullingsomeoneto

us,IwaswiththeMokoenabrothers.



Me:"andthen?"

Luzuko:"ourlead.Showmethe

basement."Wow!Iledthewaytothe

basement.Luzukoshovedtheguyto

thefloortheminutewegotthere.I

can'tbelieveamabouttobe

associatedwiththis,I'maPrincefor

ChristsakesbutformywifeIwilldo

anything.Luzukotookoffthe

blindfoldfromtheguy,helooked

scaredashell.Thisguylooked

familiar,IthinkI'veseenhim

somewhere.



Guy:"WhatamIdoinghere?Whatdo

youwantfromme?Ple-"

Thapelo:"Shutupwena!"

Luzuko:"youareherebecausewe

wanttohaveaharmlesschatwith

you.....wellitwillbeharmlessifyou

cooperate."Hecroucheddownnext

tohim."Nowtellmewhat'syour

name?"Really?!"Don'tbescaredmy

man."

Guy:"uh....B...usa..ni."ThatBusani!

Damn!



Luzuko:"Busanimmmh.Nowtellme

Sasa...youdon'tmindmecallingyou

Sasaright?"Busanishookhishead.

"Good.NowSasatellme,wheredid

youtakeherto?"

Busani:"Herwho?"

Luzuko:"Don'tplaywithmeSasa,I'm

beingfriendlyheretheleastyoucan

doismeetmehalfway.I'llaskagain,

wheredidyouherto?"



Busani:"Idon'tknowwhoyouare

talkingabout.Ididn'ttakeanyone."A

fistlandedonhisstomach.

Luzuko:"seewhatyouaremakingme

doSasa.Amaveryniceguyandnow

youaremakingmedobadthings."

Busani:"Isweart..oGodId..on.Idon't

k...nowwhoyo..ua..reta..lking

ab..out."

Luzuko:"Ohreallynow?Youdon't

knowwhoyoukidnappedjust2days

ago?Hehesothisisanormtoyou,to



apointwhereyoudon'teven

rememberthepeoplethatyoukidnap?

Wow!Iamshocked."Thebrothers

laughedabit.

Busani:"Idon'tkidnappeople.I'mjust

acheeseboy,Ican'tevenfightto

savemyself."Welaughed

Thapelo:"HaymarnSasa!Wedidn't

needtoknowallofthatmyman."

Thabo:"Youplayedyourselfbro."He

saidinamockinglyway."That'swhat

youskrrskrrssayright?"



Luzuko:"Ohshit!Heisoneofthose?

MaybeifIspeakinalingothatyou

understandyouwillgivemea

straightanswer.Helpmeoutguys

whereIgetstuckcauseIdon'tknow

thislingo."

Luthando:"Igotchyoumynigga."We

chuckled.

Luzuko:"Imfinnaaskyouthisagain

mynigga,wheredidyoutakethe

shawty?"Helookedatusforapproval

wegavehimathumpsup.Thiswas



stupid

Busani:"Idon'tknow.Idon'tknow

whoaretalkingabout."

Luzuko:"OkayIthinkI'veplayedwith

youforfartoolong.Youdon'tLunathi?

Huh?!Youdon'tknowtheCrowned

Princess?Ormaybeyouknowheras

Boitumelo."

Busani:"Waitwhat?!Butterflywas

kidnapped?"Thefuck?!



Thabo:"Lookatthatheevenhasapet

nameforoursister."Iwasannoyed

ashell.Wheredoeshegettheright

togivemywifeapetname!

Busani:"Wait!Youthinkikidnapped

her?Hellno!Iwouldneverdothat,I

lovehertoomuchtodothattoher."I

feltlikepunchingher,butLuthando

restrainedmewhenIwasaboutto

makemywaytohim.

Luzuko:"That'stheproblemmyguy.

Youlovehertoomuch,somuchso

thatithasturnedintoanobsession.I



heardthatsheturnedyoudowna

coupleoftimesbutyoucouldn't

acceptthat.Sonowmynigga,you

sawitfittotakehersothatshecan

beyoursforever.Wellthat'sifyouare

notplanningonkillingher."Myheart

sankwhenhesaidthatpart.Mywife

can'tdie,Ineedhertofunction.Iam

nothingwithouther.

Busani:"Iswearonmymother'slife,I

didn'ttakeher."

Luthando:"Don'tdothat.Don'tswear

onyourmother'slifecauseshemight



justloseitifyoudon'ttelluswhatwe

wanttohear."

Busani:"Pleasesirdon'thurtmy

mother.Ipromiseyouyou,Iknow

nothingaboutthekidnapping.I

wasn'tevenintownthisweekend,I

onlycamebacktoday."Ilostmy

hoperightthereandthen.

Thabang:"So?Thatdoesn'tmeanyou

didn'ttakeher.Youareafterallarich

kid,youcouldhavepaidsomeoneto

dothejobforyou."



Busani:"Ididn't.Idon'tknowany

thugssir.Iwouldneverdoanything

tohurtBut-Boitumelo."Luzuko

sighedbeforehestoodupandcame

tous.

Luzuko:"Hedoesn'tknowanything."

Me:"Whatdoyoumeanhedoesn't

knowanything?Hecouldbelyingto

usrightnow."

Luzuko:"Heisnot.IfhewasIwould

havecaughthim."Iwasgetting

frustrated.



Me:"Finenowwhat?"

Luzuko:"Welethimgoandwe

strategize."Irubbedmyhead

furiously.

Me:"Sharp."Iturnedandleftthem

thereinthebasement.Itwasstarting

tosinkinthatmaybemywifeisdead

whereversheis,shecouldbein

anothercountryaswespeak.Why

didn'tIforcehertocomewithmeto

theparty?Whydidn'twejuststayin

bedthewholedaymakingloveand



talking.Imissedhersomuch,I

missedhervoice,hertouch,herlaugh,

herlook.Imissedallofher,andit's

onlybeentwodaysandIdon'tthinkI

cansurviveanymoredayswithout

her.

IwentuptoChulu'sroom,wheneverI

amfeelingdownthat'swhereIgo.

She'smyreasontosmileatatime

likethis.

Mom:"Heybaby."Shewassittingon

thebigchairthat'sintheroomwith

Chuluinherarms.



Me:"Himom."

Mom:"Howareyoufeeling?"Really!

"Stupidquestion,Iknow.Yoursisters

tellmethatyourefusingtoeat."

Me:"HowcanIeatmama?Why

shouldIeat?"

Mom:"Whatdoyoumeanwhyshould

youeat?Don'tyouwanttolive?Don't

youhaveawifeandachildtolivefor?

Ungandiphambanisimna

Sivuyile(don'tdrivemecrazy).You

haven'thadfoodeversinceIgothere,



Idon'tknowifyouthinkLunathiwill

behappytocomebacktoathin,ugly

lookinghusband."Ichuckledatthat.

Me:"Mama!"

Mom:"Haisuka!Lookatyou,your

facialstructureisstartingtoshow.

Youlooklikeaskeleton."Ilaughedat

that.Mymomlikesexageratting

things."Rightnow,Iamgoingtocook

amouthwateringdinnerandyoumy

boyaregoingtoeat.Iwillmakesure

ofthat.Ngekendidlalewenamna."

ShestoodupandgaveChulutome



withherbottle,thensheleft.

Me:"Yourgrandmotherbaby."Iwent

tositonthechair."Sheisso

dramatic,shethinksIamugly.

Imagine,meandbeingugly.Doesn't

sheknowthatDlaminipeople

possesshandsomenessandbeauty

withouteventrying.Imeanlookat

you,yousuckingyourbottleyetyou

looksogorgeouswhiledoingit.Heh

nana."Ipeckedonherforehead.She

wasalreadyclosinghereyes,Iguess

Icaughtheratabadtime,lol.



"Sheisalwayssleepingwhenweare

here."Ilookedup,itwasThapeloand

theguys.

Thabang:"Iknowright!Lasttime

Punkiecamehomewithher,wedidn't

evengetthechancetoholdher

becausemomtookhertothe

bedroomto'sleep'"hemadeinverted

commasintheair.Ichuckled.

Luzuko:"Justacceptthattheprincess

doesn'tlikeyou,simpleasthat."We

laughed.I'mjustgladthatinatime

likethis,Icanstilllaughalittle.



Thabo:"Letmeholdherforabit.Let

hersleepinuncle'swarmarms."He

didn'tevenwaitformetoprotesthe

justtookthebabyintohisarms.

Luthando:"Nowthematterathand."

Hesaidafterafewminutesof

silenceandthemadmiringmybaby.

"Weneedtothinkhardaboutwho

couldhavetakenyourwife.Doyou

haveanyenemiesthatyoucanthink

of"Icouldn'tthinkofanyone.

Me:"NotthatIknowof.Theonly



enemyIhaveisThandiweandwe've

alreadyestablishedthatshe's

innocentinallofthis."

Luzuko:"Wecan'truleheroutasyet,

wedon'tknowifshewastellingthe

truthorwhat."

Thabang:"Trustmewedo."

Luthando:"howcanyoubesosure?"

Thapelo:"Letsjustsaywesentthe

perfectpersontogoandaskher



aboutthis."

Luzuko:"isyoursisterthatbadass?"

Me:"Youhavenoidea."Thelaughed.

Luthando:"IthinkIneedtomeetthis

sisterandhaveachatwithher."

Thapelo:"Hayhay!Nomeetings."We

laughed.

Me:"HasLizwifoundanythingonhis

side?"



Thabang:"No,nothingyet."Thabo

wasn'tevenpayingattentiontous,he

wassmittenbyChulu.

Me:"Ican'tthinkofanyoneI've

wronged.Lizwihaslookedintoallmy

businessassociatesandtheyareall

clean."

Luzuko:"Coulditbeourenemies?"

Luzukoandthebrotherwereinthe

samegang!SmallworldIknow.



Thabang:"PluswejusttookSnooker's

diamondsnotsolongago."

Luthando:"Yeah,butheowedussoI

don'tthinkhewoulddothistoget

revengeonus.Andifitwashim,he

wouldhavetakenourwivestoo."

Damn!Wearestuck.

Luzuko:"Tellyouwhat?I'llgospeak

tothedrivertonightandwewilltryto

retraceLunathi'sstepsmaybethere

issomethingthathenoticed."Ihighly

doubtit,butitworthatryright?.

•



Whenour'meeting'endedtheguys

werereadytoleavebutmomasked

themtostayoverfordinner,welllet

merephrase,sheTOLDthemtostay

fordinner.Iwon'tlieIwasreally

greatfullforLuzukoandLuthando's

help,Iknowtheyareinagangwith

thetrippleTbuttheywerenot

obligedtohelpus,theyarehelping

becausetheywanttoandforthatI

amgreatfull.

AfterdinnerIwentuptoourroomto

tryandgetsomesleep,aspermom's

orders.Ihaven'tbeeninthisroom

sinceshegotkidnappedreason

being,IcansmellherscentEvery



timeIgetinandthatonitowndrives

meontheedge,Ijustmisshereven

more.IfIcouldIwouldcryevery

nightforher,butunfortunatelyor

fortunatelyIamnotthecryingtype.I

laidonmybackandsighed!

Thoughtswererunningthroughmy

mind,Iwastryingsohardnotto

imaginebadthingshappeningtoher

butIcouldn't.Weliveinavery

dangerousworldandanythingcan

happen.Itookoutmyphoneand

lookedatthescreensaver.

Me:"Whereareyoubaby."Isaidina

lowvoice.Mythoughtsonceagain



trailedtothepossibilityofherbeing

murderedorworsera-.No!No!No!I

refusetothinkofthathellno!Istood

upfromthebed,Itookmycarkeys

frommyheadboardandleftthe

room.WhenIgotdownstairsnoone

wasinsight,Igotintomyi8andhit

theroadtothenearestbar.Ijust

wantedtobealoneandtodrownmy

sorrows.

Me:"Tequilashots!Keepthem

comingplease."Igavehimafew

notes.Hepouredmetheshots.The

firstshotwentstraighttomywonder

heart,exactlywhatIwashoppingfor.



AndasIhaverequestedthebarman

keptthemcoming,Ifeltmyself

gettingdrunkwhichiswhatIwanted

tofeel.

"OhmyGod.Bossisthatyou?"I

turnedtolookatthepersonwhohad

theirhandonmyshoulder.

Me:"OhheySandi."MyPA.

Sandi:"Areyouokay?Whyareyou

drowningyourselfinalcohol?"



Me:"Idon'tknow?Probablybecause

mywifeiskidnapped."Isaidinmy

drunkenspeech

Sandi:"What?Whendidthathappen?"

Me:"Idon'twanttotalkabout,just

leavemealoneandletmedrink."

Sandi:"NoIcan'tleaveyouallalone

here.Youneedsomecompany."I

wantedtoprotestbutIhadnoenergy.

"GirlsIwon'tbejoiningyouatthe

clubtonight,asyoucanseemyboss

needsme."



Me:"Idon'tneedy-"

Sandi:"Shhhit'sokay,Iwillbehere

withyou.Byegirls."Aftersome

mumblingheefriendsleft."Whatare

youdrinkingthere?"ThisiswhyI

wantedtobealone,Ididn'twant

anyonetalkingtome."I'llhavea

martiniplease."

Barman:"Comingrightup."

•

AtthispointIwassodrunk,Icouldn't



evenfeelmylegs.Iwastalkingnon

stopandmybloodwashot!Sandi

didn'thelpmakethesituationeasy,

shewasbusytouchingme

inappropriately,notthatImind.I

neededtoreleasesomesteam,she

wasgoingtobemystressreliever

tonight.

Sandi:"Whydon'twejustgobackto

myplaceandfinishoffthisparty."

Shewaswhisperinginmyear.Shebit

myearlobe.

Me:"Afteryoumylady."Shedidn't



wasteanytimetostandup.Itried

standingupbutIalmostfell.The

barmanquicklycametomyaid.

"Don'tworryIamfine.Andyoumy

ladywewillbehomeinnowtime,my

carisasfastasaplane."

Barman:"Nono.Ican'tletyoudrive

myman."

Me:"butwehavetogethome,and

weneedthecartogethome."

Barman:"Sisterdidn'tyoucomein

yourcar?"



Sandi:"Idid.I'lldrive."

Barman:"Letmetakethese."Hetook

outmycarkeysfrommypocket.

Sandi:"Excuseme,youarenot

allowedtodothat."

Barman:"Iamma'am.Ifyouneed

yourcar,youknowwheretofindme

Svitshmyman.OhmaybeIshould

callThembatocomeandfetchyou?"



Sandi:"he'swithmeasyoucansee.

I'lltakehimhome."Idon'tknowwhat

happenedbutSandiclickedher

tongueandtoldmewecanleave.We

walkedtohercarasdrunkasIwas,I

triedtomaintainmybalanceuntilwe

reachedhercar.Igotintothe

passengerseatandwedroveoff.

Onethingyoumustknowabouta

drunkSivuyileisthatheneverforgets

whathappenedthepreviousnight.I

knowallthethingsthatIdowhenI

amdrunk.

Wefinallygottoherflat,Ididn'teven

getthechancetolookaroundthe

house(notthatIwantedtoto.)Her



lipswerealreadysmashedintomine.

Brokethekissandledmeintoher

roomwherewecontinuedthekissing.

Sandi:"I'vebeenwaitingforthis

moment."Shesaidasshetookoff

herdress,shehadnounderwearon.

AtthispointIcouldfeelmyblood

rushingdowntouJama.Shecame

backtomylipsandkissedmeme

whileunbuttoningmypants,shegot

downonherkneestookoutJama

frommyunderwearandputhimin

hermouth.Asoundescapedmy

mouthasherwarmtongueworkon

myhead.Igrabbedherhairand



bobbedherheadupanddownmy

shaft,makingsurethatshedeep

throats.Icouldfeeltheintense

feelingbuildingup.Ipulledherand

pushedhertothewall,Iliftedherleg

andenteredherfrombehind.I

startedthrustinginher.

Sandi:"Yes....uh!Yes!Fuckme

daddy!Fuck!Ahhhhh,fasterfaster!"I

obeyedanduppedmypace,Ifucked

herasfastasIcouldandmerciless.

Allthepain,frustrationandangerI

hadIletitalloutonherandshe

wasn'tcomplainingaboutitatall.

ShecamemultipletimesbeforeI



couldreachmyendingpoint.Ipulled

outandshovedheedownonher

knees,IguidedherheadtouJama,

shesuckedhimandhardasshe

could,afewminutesofsuckingI

finallyreleasedallmysemeninher

mouthandlikeabadgirl,she

swallowedallofit.

○

°•UNKNOWNLOCATION•°

Man1:"WakeywakeyMrsDlamini."A

terrifiedLunathiabruptlywokeup



fromhernotsodecentsleep."Look

atthat,abeautysheisindeed.Iam

sogoingtohavefunwithyou."

Man2:"Sheisindeedbeautifuleven

withalltheyearsonhereyes."

Man1:"Thosetearsturnmeoneven

more.Ican'twaittoteachthatstupid

Sivuyilealesson!Nobodyfuckswith

meandgetsawaywithit."

•

•

•



•

•

#TCOB

Goodnewsismyhandisgetting

better.

[2/6,12:18PM]DeeBee:#Insert54

◇

◇

◇

◇

◇

°•SIVUYILE•°



Thetimetogoandrescuemyqueen

had.Itwasontheearlyhoursofthe

morningwhenLuzukowasfinally

abletogatheruppeopleandtoolswe

aregoingtoneedforthisrescue

mission.Wewereonourwayto

Bloemfontein,whichiswherethis

motherfuckerSthembisowas

keepingLunathi.

Thabang:"Tellexactlywhat'syour

beefwiththisMF?Heshouldbeover

thefactthatyousleptwithhiswife,I

meanhegothisrevengewithyour



sisters."Iwastravellinginthesame

carwithLunathi'sbrothers.

Thapelo:"Technicallyhedidn'tgethis

revengesincehedidn'tdoanythingto

them.Sohestillhasarighttogethis

revenge."

Thabang:"Wellhisgettingitonthe

wrongperson!Hisgoingtoregret

evermeetingmogwantiolebareng

keLusanda(thatbitchLusanda)."He

lookedmadfurious.

YesSthembisoisindeedLusanda's

husband,Lusandawhohappenstobe



Chulu'sbiologicalmother.Myaffair

withChuluwasmorethananaffair,

wewereinlovewithoneanother.At

firstIdidn'tknowshewas

married,shewasabitolderthanme.

WhenIfoundoutthatshewas

married,Ibrokeitoffwithheranda

fewmonthslaterofthebreakupI

foundThandiwe,shewasableto

makemeforgetabitaboutLusanda.

AsifDestinywantedustobe

together,ImetLusandastraightafter

Thandihadamiscarriage,shewas

thereformeshecomfortedmeand

helpedmegetoverthepainoflosing

achild.Obviouslythefeelingsstarted



comingback,sowestartedhavingan

affairbehindhishusband'sback,we

didn'tthinkhewasgoingtofindout

aboutit,buthedidandwhenhedid

hetookLumkaandNomthandazo,I

don'tknowwhatheplannedtodo

withthembecausewefoundthem

beforehecandoanythingtothem.

Afterthewholekidnappingsagamy

familybeggedmetostayawayfrom

Lusanda,Themba'smomtoo.They

wereafraidthatSthembisomight

comebacktofinishwhathestarted,I

didlistentomyfamilyandIstayed

awayfromLusanda.Butearlylast

yearwemetattheclubagain,she



waswithherfriendslookingassexy

asever.Webothcouldn'tkeepour

handsoffeachother,wewenttothe

bathroomanddidthedeedinthere,I

guessthat'swhereChuluwas

conceived.Basicallythat'sthereason

whyIcouldn'ttellmyfamilyincluding

Themba'smomaboutChulu's

biologicalmom,theywouldflipandI

wouldn'tblamethem,I'msuremy

dadwouldgivemeabeatingofmy

life.

Thabang:"ahmonawearenotthere

yet"hewasspeakingonthephone.

"Weareclose,thecarsaregoingfast



asitisThabo.....yeahsharp,I'llkeep

youupdated."

Thapelo:"Thabo.Whatdoeshewant

now?"Theocouldn'tcomewithus

becausehehadaveryimportanttest

today,hewantedtocomebutittook

alotofconvincingforhimtostay

behind,wellthankstohisgirlfor

comingthroughforus.

Thabang:"Hesayswearewasting

timebyusingcars,weshouldhave

usedajet."



Lizwi:"Thatwouldhavedrawn

unnecessaryattentiononus.I'msure

thatSthembisoguywouldhave

knownaboutustheminutewe

landed."

Bythetimewearrivedin

Bloemfonteinthesunhadset,which

meansthiswasgoingtobeabit

harderwecangoaroundshootingat

peopleinbroaddaylight.

Luzuko:"Thatistheplaceweare

goingto?"Hepointedatabuilding

thatwasastreetawayfromwhere

wearestanding."Iwasinformedthat



hedoesn'thavealotofmenwithhim

atthismoment,ithinkhe

underestimatedyourconnections

Sivuyile.Sohere'swhatwearegoing

todo,Thabang,Thapelo,Lizwiand

Sivuyileyouguyswillgointhe

buildingandrescueBoitumeloand

therestofuswilldealwiththemen

outsidethebuilding.Thisshouldn't

behard,30minutestopswewillbe

donewiththismission."

Lizwi:"Weneedsilencersforthese

guns.Wecan'taffordtomakenoise

withtheseguns."



Luthando:"HawuVoice,youknow

thatdrawingattentionisourmiddle

name."Ilaughedatthename

translation.

Luzuko:"Besidesthatbuildingisin

themiddleofnowheresoIdoubt

thereareanycopsnearby."

Lizwi:"Thisisapopularspotfor

murdersandrape,sotheremighte

copspatrollingaroundthisplace."



Luzuko:"Shit!Andwedidn'tbringin

anysilencers."Whatarewegoingto

donow.

Liziwi:"Letmecallafriendofmine

whoworksatanearbystation,I'lltry

tofindoutwho'sonthepatrolling

dutytoday."

Luthando:"won'tthatmakehim

suspicious?"

Lizwi:"Hisafriendofmine."He

walkedabutfurtherfromustomake

aphonecall.



Thabang:"Areyoualright?"Heheld

myshoulder.Inodded

Me:"Yeah,I'mjustanxiousaboutall

ofthis."

Thabang:"Don'tworrywewillbedone

innotime."Iwasn'tnervousabout

shootingsomeone,I'vefiredagun

before,I'mjustnervousaboutthe

conditionwearegoingtofindmy

wifein,Iwasprayingandhopingthat

hehadn'tdoneanythingtoher.

Lizwicamebackafterafewminutes.



Lizwi:"Iguessit'sChristmasdayfor

us,therearenocopspatrolling

today."Wecheered!

Luzuko:"Letsdothisboys!"Wegot

intoourcarsanddroveoff!

▪

▪

BLOEMFONTEIN

°•BOITUMELO•°

Icouldseefromthesunlightshining

throughthewindowthatitwas

morningalready.Ididn'twantthis



daytocome,butwhoamItocontrol

thetimes.Iwasanemotionalwreck,I

didn'tsleeplastnightthinkingabout

whatthisexcuseofamansaidtome.

Icouldn'tbringmyselftoacceptthat

anothermanisgoingtoshovetheir

disgustingpenisinmyvagina,it

didn'tregisterwellinmyheadandto

thinkhehastocomeinsidemeand

thatheisgoingtodothistomefor

numerousdays.Theuniverseis

definitelynotonmyside,Iwas

supposedtogogetmypreventing

shotthisMonday,butlookwhereI

amknow.Iamkidnappedbyaman

whowantstohaveababywithme



andhemightsucceedbecauseI

didn'tgotothedoctorearlier.Why

medearLordwhy?!

Iwasstillinmyfeelingswhen2

differentguyswalkedcameinthe

room,onewascarryingabigbathing

basinandtheotherwascarryinga

packet.

Guy1:"Here'syourwater,thebosssaid

youmusttakeabathrightnow."

Guy2:"Everythingyouwillneedisin

hereandyoumustwearwhat'sinside

here."Isatonthesamespotand



didn'tmobeaninch.

Guy1:"Youbettergetcracking,you

don'twanttoseethebossmad."

Me:"No."Theyturnedtolookatme.

Guy1:"Whatdidyousay?"

Me:"IsaidNo!Hemightaswellcome

inhereandkillme,Iamnotgoingto

getreadyforastrangertocomeand

havesexwithme,Iamnota

prostitute...hellhe'snotevengoing



topayme!SoNo!Idon'twantto!"

Guy2:"Youstupidgirl,doyouknow

whoyouaredefying?"

Me:"Idon'tcare!Idon'tcarewhether

helooksscaryandhasbigmuscles,I

donotcare!HecankillmeforallI

care!"

Guy1:"cicici!Youarediggingyour

owngrave."

Me:"itsbetterthanhavingthatrock



humpingontopofme!"Iwasreally

madIdon'tevenknowwhereIgot

thegutstosayallofthat.

Guy1:"Njayamawubize

iboss(dawg,goandcalltheboss.)"

Thefearstartedcreepinginonce

again,Ineedtogathermoreguts

becausethisbosstheirsisscaryas

fuck."What?Youscarednowms

mouthpiece!"

The'boss'walkedinlookingpissed

ashellandthatmadehimlookeven

morescary.



S'Guy:"WhatisthisIhear?Whyare

yourefusingtogetreadyforme?"I

laughed,Icouldn'tcontrolmyself.I

wasatapointwhereIwantedhimto

killme.It'sbetterthanhavingto

sleepwithhimandcarryinghisbaby.

Igotoffthebedandstoodonmy

feet.

Me:"Hayyouhavealivershame!You

havealivertotellsomeone'swifeto

getreadytosleepwithyou!What

kindofsickpersonareyou?!"Itwas

asifsomeonewastalkingthrough

me.



S'Guy:"Whatdidyousay?"He

furiouslymarchedtomeandgrabbed

mebythebeck."Howdareyoutalkto

melikethat?!Yourhusband

impregnatedmywifeit'sonlyfairIdo

sotohiswifeandruinhislegacy!

ThatsrightIamgoingtotakeaway

hisbirthright!"Heshovedmeonthe

bed.Icoughed

Me:"Wellseemslikeyourwifewanted

it!She'stheonewhowenttomy

husbandandgotpregnantforhim.

Whoknowsmaybeyouarefiring



blankshotsinthattinygunofyours."

WithinasecondIfeltmycheekburn,

allIcouldhearwas'zwiiiiiiiiii'I

couldn'tseeproperlywithmyright

eyes.

S'Guy:"JustbecauseIwanttosleep

wothdoesn'tmeanIcan'thityou.AllI

needfromyouisyourwomband

vaginanotyourface."Hepickedme

upandslappedmerepeatedlyevery

slapcamewithitsownburning

sensation,bythetimehewasdoneI

wasdizzyashellbothmyeyeshad

tearscomingoutof,mynosehad

bloodmixedwithsnot.Iamsuremy



faceisswollenrightnow.Iwas

cryinguncontrollably,whatwasI

thinkingtalkingbacktothismuscle

manandinsultinghim!Iam

ambitiousshame!

"Trytalkingtomelikethatagain,Iwill

breakyourarms!Nxah!"Hethrewa

napkinatme."Wipeyourface,I'mnot

abouttohavesexwithaweeping

person."Ididntprotest,Itookthe

napkinandwipedmyfacebutthe

tearswerestilltalkingbecauseIwas

crying.Hetoldmetostopcrying,I

couldn'tIjustoptedtocrysilently.



S'Guy:"Comeandtakeoffher

clothes."Thetwoguyswhowerein

theroomcameandtookofmydress.

Thewayheslappedme,myfacehurt.

IusedthelaststrengthIhadinmeto

fightthemoff,buttheyweretoo

strong.Theytookoffmydress,Iwas

leftinmyunderwear.Afterthatthey

lefttheroom,leavingmewiththis

monster.Iguessthisisit."Lieonyour

back."Ididn'tmove.Heshovedme

andIlaidonmyback.Hetookoffhis

tighttshirt,heunzippedhispants

andtookouthisdick.Hestarted

givinghimselfahandjobbecausethe

ticklerwassleeping,Nowonderhis



wifecheatedonhim,hisreallynot

giftedinthatdepartment.Iclosedmy

eyesandsaidasilentprayer,Iasked

forhelpfrombothGodandmy

ancestors.IwasatapointwhereallI

coulddowasprayandhopefora

miracle.

"Dammit!"Hesaidafterawhile.I

slowlyopenedmyeyesonlytofind

hisdickletstillsleeping.Icouldn't

believemyeyes,Iwantedtojumpup

anddownandrejoice,butmaybeit

wastoosoon.Maybeheneeded

moretime.Moretimepassedstill

nothinghappened."MaybeIneedto



touchyou."Hesatdownonthebed

nexttome.Ilookeduptheroofand

mouthed'Please!'Justashewas

abouttosqueezemybreastsgun

shotsstartedfiringoutside.Thedoor

burstopenasoneofhisguyswalked

in.

S'Guy:"Whydidn'tyouknock?!Can't

youseeIambusy?!"Isheserious?

Therearepeopleshootingoutside

andyenahecaresaboutcarryingon

withhisdeviousplan!

Guy:"Boss,kushubile!TheNorthGods



areoutsidecausinghavoc.Mostof

ourguysaredown."

S'Guy:"Wellgetmoreguys!Ineedto

finishwhatIstartedhere.Iwillnotlet

Sivuyileinterruptmyplanagain!GO!"

Herushedtothedoor.Hestoppedon

histracksandslowlymoved

back,Sivuyilewalkedinpointingagun

athim.Musclemanstoodupand

tookouthisgunfromhispants,just

ashewasabouttofireSivuyilehad

alreadyshothislackey,healsofireda

shotatMuscleman'sarm.Icouldn't

believemyeyes.Ididn'tknowthat

Sivuyilecanuseagun.Muscleman



wasgroaningonthefloorlikeabull

thatheis.Sivuyilewentontoshoot

theguyonhisheadbeforehemade

hiswaytomeandmuscleman.

Sivuyile:"Iseeyoudon'tgiveuphuh

Sthembiso."Somuscleman'sname

isSthembiso.

Sthembiso:"I'veneverbeenoneto

giveup."

Sivuyile:"Wellyoushouldbecause

thisisthelasttimeyouwilleverhurt

myfamily."Thegunswerestillgoing



offoutside,Iwasfrightenedashell.

"Comelet'sgobaby."Heheldouthis

hand,Istoodupandjumpedonhim,

myarmswerearoundhisneckand

myfacewasburriedinhim,Iletmy

tearsflowlikeawaterfall."It'sokay

myloveyouaresafenow."Hesaid

aswewalkedtothedoor.

Sthembiso:"It'snotoveruntilIsays-"

Bang!!Bang!!

Sivuyile:"Itisover!"Ididn'tevenwant

tolookathim,Iamgoingtohave

nightmaresasitis.Wewalkedout



theroomandintotheliftthatwasin

frontofdoor."It'sokaybaby,youare

safenow.Igotchyou.Nooneis

goingtohurtyouanymore.I'msorry

myloveI'mreallysorry."The

shootingoutsidewasnowquiet,I

guesstheyweredeadorsomething.

Theminutewegotoutthebuilding,

Sivuyileputmedownandmy

brothersattackedmewithhugsand

kisses.

Lizwi:"Princess.I'msohappytosee

youaliveandkicking."

○



●

BoywasIhappytoseeafamiliar

surrounding,Iwassohappytobe

backhomeImissedeverythingabout

thisplacehellIevenmissedthe

guards.It'sbeenafewdaysbutitfelt

likealifetime,consideringwhatIwent

through.Whenweparkedthecarmy

familywasalreadywaitingforus

outsidethedoor-thankGodSivuyile

gavemehistracktopandboxers

otherwisetheywouldhaveseenme

inmyunderwears.Hugsandkisses

followedbeforeIcouldevenenterthe

house,mymomdidn'twanttoletme

goshesatrightnexttome.



Me:"MybodyistiredIjustwantto

bathandsleep."

Sivuyile:"I''lltakeyou."Insteadof

helpingmeup,hecarriedmeas

heavyasIwas.Wegottoourroom

andhelaidmeonthebedwhilehe

wenttorunmeabath.Myfacewas

soreashell,I'mprettysureIhadfive

fingersonmyface.Themomentmy

brothersandSivuyileshowmyface

theyweremadepissed,butitwastoo

latebecausethemanwasalready

dead.Luzukoandhisgoonsstayed



behindtotakecareofthemessthat

wasthere.Hecamebackfromthe

bathroomandclimbedonthebed

thenhemademelayonhischest,he

keptonkissingmyheadfromtimeto

time.

Me:"Hewantedtohaveababywith

me."Isaidafterafewminutesof

silence."Hesaidyoumadehiswife

pregnantsoit'sonlyfairthathedoes

thesametoyoursanddestroyyour

legacy.IwassoscaredSivuyile,Iwas

terrified."



Sivuyile:"It'sokaybaby,youarehere

nowandyouaresafe.He'sdeadhe

won'thurtyouanymore.I'llmakesure

ofit."

Me:"Hewashurtingandhedida

stupidthingtogetoverhishurt.I

neverknewthatcheatingbreaksa

personlikethat,itcrushestheirsoul."

Ipickedmyheadupandlookedat

himintheeyes."Promiseme."He

lookedatmeconfused."Promiseme

thatyouwon'tcheatonme,Idon't

wanttolikethat."



Sivuyile:"Youneedtorestbaby.You

don'thavetostressyourselfabout

that,youheardwhatthedoctorsaid."

Bythewaywedidgopastthedoctor

beforecomingbackhome."Ithink

yourwaterisreadynow.Letmego

andcheck."Hestoodupfromthebed

andwenttothebathroom.

It'ssogoodtobehome!

▪

▪

▪

▪

DaddykaChuluisnotweakbethuna



HELLO
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°•SIVUYILE•°

"Morningsleepyhead."Islowly

openedmyeyesandmetabeaming

Sandiwearingonlyherunderwear(bra

andpanty).Atthatmomentmymind



startedreplayingallthemoments

fromlastnight.TosayIwasfeeling

guiltywouldbeanunderstatement,I

feltlikeshit!Iwon'tblameitonthe

alcoholbecauseIknewexactlywhatI

wasdoinglastnight,IknowI

shouldn'thavedoneit,thereisno

excuseIshouldn'thavedonethis.

Sandi:"Wow!Iamsooffended,hereI

amstandinginfrontofyoulooking

sexyandyouarenotevenpaying

attentiontome."Ididn'thavetimefor

this.Iquicklygotupfromthebedand

pushedherasidewhilelookingfor

myclothes.Theywerescattered



aroundtheroom,Istartedwearing

themwhileSandiwatchedme

bewilderment.Idon'twhyshe's

actingshocked,forshedidn'texpect

metohavebreakfastorisitbrunch

withherandactlikeacouple.

Sandi:"Wait!Whyareyouinsucha

hurry?"Shecamecloseandheldmy

armwhichIyankedoutofher.

Me:"Ihavetogo."

Sandi:"aren'tweatleastgoingtotalk

aboutlastnight?Youowemethat



muchSivuyile."FromBoss/Mr

DlaminitoSivuyile?Iguessogave

herthatprivilegewhenIshovedmy

stupiddickinsideher!

Me:"Sandilook,youarenotastupid

girl.I'm.sureyoudoknowthatwhat

happenedlastnightmeantnothingto

me,itwasjustacasualfucknothing

more.IhaveawifethatIlovevery

verymuch."

Sandi:"Iknowthat!Ijustthoughtthat

wewouldsitdownanddiscussaway

forwardfromthis."Ibuckledmybelt.



Me:"ThereisnowayforwardSandi.

Thiswasaonceoffthing,itwon't

happenagain."

Sandi:"WhatifIwantittohappen

again?"

Me:"Ihavetogo."Ididn'tevenwait

forhertoanswer,Itookmyphone

andwalletandlefttheflat.Shit!Ileft

mycaratthebar.Itookoutmy

phoneandrequestedanubertothe

bar.

•



"Wherehaveyoubeen!Doyouknow

howworriedwewere."Thatwas

mom.

Me:"Calmdownma,I'mherenow."

Mom:"Don'tyoudaresaythattome.I

nearlyhadaheartattackbecauseI

thoughtheyhadalsotakenyou.

Sivuyileyoucan'tbegalavantinglike

thiswhileyourismissingman!

Awunangqondonawena?!(don'tyou

haveabrain?!)"

Me:"Geezmama,I'msorryokay!"



Mom:"Ohhmybaby."Shegavemea

bearhug."Ireallythoughttheytook

youtoo."

Me:"I'mheremom,I'mfine."

Mom:"sies!Yousmelllikeatavern!

Hambo'hlambamarn.(goandtakea

bath.)"IlookedatherbeforeI

draggedmyselfallthewayuptomy

room.Itookoffmyclothesandleft

themonthefloor,Iwentstraightto

thebathroomtotakeashortcold

shower.IneededitafterthenightI



had.

Iwrappedatowelaroundmytorso

andwentbacktotheroom,tomy

surprisemysistersweresittingon

mybed,LulamahadtheTshirtIwas

wearinginherhand.

Me:"Whatareyoudoinghere?I

alwaystellyouthatmyroomisoff

limits."

Lumka:"Nottodayitisn't."

Lulama:"ReallySivuyile?Really?"



Me:"Reallywhat?"Shestoodupand

threwthetshirtinmyface."Whatthe

fuck?"

Lulama:"yourwifeismissingand

wenayougooutandpartyupa

stormwithsomehoe."Ohshit!Game

face!Ilookedatheranddidn'tblink.

Me:"Iwasn'tpartyingwithahoelast

night."

Lumka:"Thenhowdoyouexplainthat



freakenlipstickandcheapscenton

yourtshirt."Damn!Iquicklylookedat

myt-shirtandindeedtherewasred

lipsonit."Yourbitchdoesn'teven

haverespect,shejusthadtomake

herpresencefeltneh."

Lulama:"Well,Ihopeforyoursake

thatallyoudidwithherwasparty."I

involuntarilylookeddown."Rhaa

Sivuyile!Yousleptwithher?!"

Me:"Itwasamistakesis."

Lulama:"Amistake?Amistake?Sex



isneveramistakedumbass,

breakingaglassisamistake.

Steppingonsomeone'stoeisa

mistake,notfuckingcheatingonyour

missingwife!Howcouldyoudothat

toher?ToherofallpeopleSivuyile."

Me:"Iwasdrunkandangryokay!"

That'sallIcouldcomeupwith.

Lulama:"Wellyoubettercomeupwith

areasonableexcusewhenyou

Lunathigetsbackhere.Notthat

thereisanyreasonableexcusefor

cheatingonyourwifewho'sbeen



missingfor2freakendaysonly!"

Me:"No!Shecan'tknowaboutthis

pleaseshewillleaveme."

Lumka:"Isureashellhopeshedoes.

Youdon'tdeserveher.Nxah!"The

gavemedisgustedlooksbeforethey

leftmyroom,leavingmefeelinglike

apieceofshit,morethanIwas

feelinglikeonewhenIwokeupin

Sandi'sbed.WhathaveIdone!

•

•



UNKOWNLOCATION.

°•BOITUMELO•°

IwouldbelyingifIsaidIwasscared!

IwasnotscaredIwaspetrified!I

don'tevenknowwhatIdidtothese

menforthemtokidnapme.Iwas

worriedthatmyfamilymightnot

evenfindme,Ihavebeenherefor3

daysandthereisnohopeforme.I

don'tevenrememberhowtheytook

me,allIrememberisourcarcrashing

andIblackedoutonlytowakeup

hereinthisstrangeroomthatonly

hadabedandabucketwhichI



assumedwasformetouseasa

toilet.Ihaven'teateneversinceIgot

hereIrefusedtoeatanythingthey

broughtme,Iwon'tlieIwasstarving

andIdon'tknowforhowlongIam

goingtoholdthisout,Idon'twantto

die.Oneoftheguysthattookme

walked,heisveryhandsome,noI'm

notcheckinghimoutinjustsayinghe

istoohandsomeforwhatheisdoing.

Man:"Timetoeatprincess."Hesaton

thebedwiththefoodonhislap.

Me:"I'mnothungry."Ilied.Asifon



quemystomachstartedgrowling.He

chuckled

Man:"Really?Wedon'twantyouto

dieofhungernow,there'sstillalot

thatyouhavetodofortheboss."

Thatgotmyattentionandscaredat

thesametime.

Me:"Wh...whatdoyoumeanIhavelot

todoforyourboss?"

Man:"Youwillfindoutsoonenough.

Justeatyourfood."Heshovedthe

plateonmyhands.Hestoodupand



walked.

Me:"Whyareyoudoingthis?!"he

stoppedonhistracks.Iputmyplate

onthebedandrushedtohim,Istood

infrontofhim."Tellmewhyareyou

doingthis?Thisiscruelty,kidnapping

someoneisacrime."Helookedat

meforawhile,hisstaremademeso

uncomfortableIlookedaway.

Man:"Eatyourfoodprincess."He

pushedmeonthesideandwalked

outtheroom,Ihearditlock.Iwas

defeated,Iwenttositonmybedand



atemyfood.IwasstarvingandI

didn'twanttodie,Istillhadhopethat

Iwillbefound.

Iwonderwhatthatguywastalking

aboutwhenhesaidIstillhavealotto

doforhisboss.Wait!Didhemean

theyaregoingtosellme?AmIgoing

tobeforcedtoprostitutemyself?No

no!Itcan'tbethat,Irefusetobe

negative,maybehemeantsomething

else.Butwhat?!It'ssoconfusing

causeIdon'tevenknowwhythey

tookme,butIdoknowhehasbeef

withsomeoneclosetomeandthis

couldbehiswayofavenginghimself.

Iamcaughtinthecrossfire.Ican't



evensleepproperlycauseIam

scaredofwhatmighthappenwhileI

amsleeping,theymightkillmeor

worserapeme.I'dratherdiethanbe

raped,imaginehavingtolivewiththat

painandthosehorriblememories.

○

"HiBoitumelo."Abuffguywalkedin,

hewastheonethatwastalkingthe

mosttheotherdaysoIassumedit

the'boss'.Iwasalreadyshaking

whenhegottowhereIwassitting.

"I'mgladtoseethatyoufinallyate.I

wasstartingtogetworried."Icouldn't

speakbecauseIwassoscared.



Guy:"I'msureyoumustbewondering

whyyouarehere."DamnrightIam.I

nodded."Don'tbescared,Iwon'thurt

you."Asif!

Me:"PleasetellmewhyIamhere."

Guy:"Patiencedear,youwillfindout

soonenough."

Me:"Whydidyoutakeme?Ididn'tdo

anythingtoyou.Idon'tevenknow

you."



Guy:"Ohbutsomeoneclosetoyou

doesknowmeandhedidme

wrong,sobad.Andyoumydearare

goingtohavetopaytheprice."

Me:"Whyme?"

Guy:"Causeyouaretheperfect

candidatetogivemewhatIwant."

Me:"andwhatthehellisthat?!!"I

couldn'tcontrolmyanger.Hegave

meanamusedlooked.



Guy:"Whoknewthatyouhadsucha

burningfireinyou.Wellthisisgoing

tobeexciting.Icanwaittobeginwith

myplan."

Me:"Please,Iambeggingyou."He

sighed.

Guy:"Fine!Ifyoumustknow,meand

youaregoingtomakeababy

tomorrowandaftergivingbirthIdon't

knowwhatIwilldowithyou,Imight

killyouorsomething."Hesaidso

casuallyasifhedidn'tjusttellmethe



mosthorrificnewsever!Myheart

waspoundingandtearswererolling

downmyface.Mynightmareisabout

tocometrue,beingraped!

•

•

°•SIVUYILE•°

"What?!Whywouldhetakemywife?"

Luzukohadjusttoldmethathe

foundoutwhotookmybaby.

Fortunatelyforme,Luzukohasoneof

hisguysplacedineachofhisrivals

gang/crewjusttobeonthesafeside

ontogetsomeintel.Andthistime,



whenheaskedhiscrewtohelplook

formywife,oneofhismaninthe

gangthattookLunathigavehimthe

infotoday.

Luzuko:"Causeyoufuckedhiswife

andgaveherababy.Andnowshe's

gone."

Me:"Nononono.Whatdoeshewant

withmywife?He'sproblemiswith

meandnotLunathi.Whatishegoing

todowithher."

Luzuko:"Whatdoyouthink?"He



lookedatme.No!Isatdownonthe

sofa

Me:"No!Wehavetostophimman,

wehavetostophim!!"Ifeltmychest

tightening,Iwasfeelinghot.Iwas

angryandfrustratedatthesame

time.

Luzuko:"Wewill.Mymanisgoingto

sendmealocationofwheretheyare

keepingherthenwewillgothere."

Me:"Whenishesendingit."



Luzuko:"assoonashegetsan

opportunitytodoso."Iwantedtoget

thelocationASAP,Ineededtogetmy

wifeputoftherebeforethinggetout

ofcontrol."Whydidn'tyouthinkof

himasasuspect?Imeanhehas

donethistoyourfamilybefore."

Me:"Ithoughthewasoverme

sleepingwithhiswife,Ithoughthe

gothisrevengewhenhetookLumka

andNomthandazo(Themba'ssister)."

Luzuko:"Whatdidhedotothem?"



Me:"Nothing.Wewereabletosave

themrightontime.Ican'tbelievethis

weakmotherfucker!Howdarehe!I

amgoingtokillhimwithmybare

hands."

Luzuko:"wellyoubetterprepare

yourselfthenbecauseIjustgotthe

location.Suitup,Iamgoingtogather

upthecrew."Hedidn'thavetotellme

twice.Iwasalreadyuponmyfeet.

Timetogetmywifeback.

•

°



•

°

Isourprincessgoingtocomeback

intact?Mmmh

#TCOB

Iwillpostanotherone

tomorrow,becauseabantube25

bayahola avebebahleguysabantu

be25!Nibahleniyevaand

ndiyanithandamarn! JOKES...I

loveyouallpeeps.Butdoexpect

anotheronetomorrow
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°•SIVUYILE•°

Shewasfinallyasleep,wellIhadto

givehersleepingtabletstoensure

thatshegetsagoodrest.Islowlygot

offthebedandwentouttheroom

closingthedoorasgentlyasIcan

behindme.Iwentdowntothe



kitchenwheremysistersandBontle

werebusypreparingdinnerforthe

family.

Bontle:"Howisshe?"

Me:"She'sstilltraumatized,butIgave

hersleepingtabletsandthey

knockedheroutimmediately."

Bontle:"Ishouldgoandstaywithher

imcaseshewakesupfroma

nightmare."



Me:"Iwasabouttogobackup."

Bontle:"Nahit'scool,Ijustwantto

holdherandbeclosetoher."

Lumka:"Aibowearecookinghere."

Bontle:"I'vedonemybithlefriend,I'm

donenow."

Lumka:"Peelingonionsisyour

bit,wow!"

Bontle:"Eya(yes),thatrequiresa



specialkindofskillsoyoushouldbe

greatfullthatIwasavailabletodo

thatsinceAsehererefused."We

laughed.

Ase:"mandingafakwamnabo."

Lulama:"Hambaveleyouareuseless

vele."

Bontle:"Youarehurtingmyfeelings

friend,butsinceyouinsistonme

goingIwilldoexactlythat."She

quicklyexistedthekitchenleavingus

cracking.Thatoneisacharacter.



Lulama:"I'mgladtoseeherbackto

hernormalselfbeingstupidas

always.Shewasnotthesameever

sinceshefoundoutaboutLunathi's

disappearance."

Me:"Yeahneh.Thatdidtakeatollon

allofus."

"Asenathi!"

Ase:"Ndiyeza!"Shesaidirritatedas

hell.Welaughedatherassheleftthe



kitchenstompingherfeetlikealittle

kid.

Lumka:"didshejustsayndiyezato

mom?"IchuckledcauseIknowvery

wellwhatfollowswhenyousay

'ndiyeza'tomymominsteadof

answeringproperlywhenshecalls

you.

Lulama:"So?Didyoutellher?"She

saidafterafewminutesofsilence.I

knewwhatshewastalkingabout.

Me:"Ofcoursenot.She'sstillfragile



fromwhatshejustwentthrough,I

amnotthatinsensitivesisi."

Lulama:"could'vefooledme."

Lumka:"Youshouldhavetoldher

though,sothatshedealswith

everythinginbulk.Insteadofyou

waitingforhertohealbeforeyouhit

herwithanothermassiveblowthatis

goingtocrushher."

Me:"Look,I'lltellherokay!"



Lumka:"When?"

Me:"Attherighttime."

Lumka:"ThereisnorighttimeSivuyile!

Youhavetomakethetimeright."

Me:"OhIsee,youguyswantherto

leavemeneh?Whydoyouwantto

destroymyhappinesssomuch?"

Lulama:"ungakulingeusinyelethina

Sivuyile!(don'tyoudareshitonus!)

Didwesendyoutogoandshove



yourdickinthathoe'svagina?No!

Youaretheonewhoisdestroying

yourownhappiness.Rha

usiqhelakakubiyazi!"Iswallowed

hard.

Lumka:"Yaziuyasinyelanyani,nxah!"

Me:"I'mscaredokay,Idon'twantto

loseher.Shemightleavemeafter

shehearsaboutthisandyouknow

whatMaNdekasaidabouther."

Lumka:"wellshedoesn'tknowwhat

MaNdekasaidright?"Inodded"so



whyareyouworried.She'sgonna

staywithyounomatterwhat."

Me:"Butwemighthavetogobackto

squareone."

Lumka:"thensobeit.Wenayouowe

ittothatgirltotellherthetruthand

starteverythingonacleanslate."

Lulama:"amarriagebuiltonliesisnot

healthy,trustmeIknow."

Me:"Iwilltellher."



Lumka:"Yousure?"

Me:"Yes."Iwasn'tsureaboutthis.I

didn'twanttolosemywife.Iknow

whatIdidwasstupid,onestupid

nightmightthatcostmemyentire

happiness,mywife.WhatamIgoing

todo.

●

○

FEWDAYSLATER

°•BOITUMELO•°



Thesepastfewdayshavebeenabit

hardforme,Iwasalwaysjumpyand

onhighalertIcouldn'trelaxatall.

EverytimeIwouldhearasoundI

wouldstartgettingscaredandjump

up,butSivuyiletriedhisbestto

assuremethatnooneisgoingto

hurtmeandthatSthembisoisdead.

Thenightmareswerenotreallyas

badasIthoughttheywould

be,maybesleepingnexttomyloved

onedoeshelpwiththat.Myfacewas

completelyhealed,nomoreblueeye

andtheswellinghadcompletelywent

down,Iwasbacktobeingflatface



Boity.

"Comeoncheerupyouaregoingto

befine."ThatwasSivuyiletryingto

givemea'pep'talk.Todaywasthe

dayformetogobacktoschool,I

wasnotreallylookingforwardtothat

part.I'vebeensulkingthewhole

morningandSivuyilehasbeentrying

togetmeinthatschoolspirit/mood

butitwasnotworking.

Sivuyile:"Doyouknowhowuglyyou

lookwhenyouaresulking?"Ilooked

athim."Youaregoingtobejustfine



baby."

Me:"NoI'mnot,I'msurepeopleare

goingtobetalkingaboutmeallover

campus,imsuresomeofthemhave

evenmadeupstupidscenariosin

theirheads.I'mnotreadySivuyile."

Sivuyile:"Youarebaby,youjustdon't

knowityet.Sowhatiftheymakeup

storiesaboutwhathappened,you

knowwhathappenedsopaynomind

tothem.It'snotlikewhattheysayis

goingtoaffectingyouinanywaynow

isit?"Ishookmyhead."Good.Now



getyoursexybehindtothatcarso

thatIcandropyouoffatschool."Ilet

outaheavysigh.

Me:"Fine."

Sivuyile:"Comeon,givemethat

beautifulsmileofyours."Ifakeda

smile."Ididn'tsayafakeone."I

shruggedmyshoulders."Youdon't

wanttosmileforyourhandsome

husband?"

Me:"There'snoreasontosmilefor."



Sivuyile:"YuuhIamhurt,soIamnota

goodenoughreason.Mmmhokay."I

wantedtolaughsobadbutIdidn't

wantto,Iwashoppingthatifhesees

thatIamunhappyaboutgoingback

toschoolhemightsayIcangoback

whenIamready."MaybeifIdance

foryou,youwillsmile."Heplayeda

songonhisphoneandstarted

dancing.Icouldn'tholditinanymore

Ijustburstoutwithlaughter.Hewas

doingthoseballetmovesandboy

washehorrible.



Me:"stop!Youaresobadatthis."

Sivuyile:"Ichosethewrongsong

baby."

Me:"Youcan'tdancetosaveyourlife

babe."

Sivuyile:"Heh!Awazinixwena,ndingu

majaivanawelastnumber(youdont

knowanything,Iamthebestdancer

ever.)"

Me:"Yeahright."



Sivuyile:"Youdon'tbeliveme?Me

andyoushouldhaveadanceoff

whenIamfree,wewillletChulube

thejudgeofthisdanceoff."Ilaughed

onceagain,hejoinedme."It'ssogood

toseeyoulaughlikethisagain.I

missedthis."Iblushed.

Me:"Yeah,I'mgladI'mback."

Sivuyile:"alrightmadam,let'sgo."I

tookmybagandheledthewayto

thecar,wegotintothecaranddrove

offwithSizwefollowingbehindusin



anothercar.

AsIhadpredictedpeoplewere

talkingaboutme,theminuteI

steppedfootintothecampusthe

whispersstartedtheywerelookingat

meinpityandIhatedit!Icouldn't

standthestares,Iuppedmypace

andrushedtoclassasIwasalready

lateforthecruellecturer'sclass.

Surprisinglyhedidn'tchasemeout

whenIgotin,hejustlookedatme

andsmiledbeforetellingmetogo

andtakeaseat.Isatnexttosome

girl,Itookoutmybooksandfaced

fowardtolectureronlytobemetby

hiseyes,hesmiledonceagainand



noddedthenhecarriedonwiththe

lesson.Thatwasweirdashell.

3hourslaterthelessonended,I

stayedbehindasMrIshwakgaveme

notesIwasgoingtoneedforthetest.

Heexplainedafewofthosenotes

tryingtogetmeuptospeedwith

everythingtheydidinclass.

Iwentouttheclasstogoandjoin

ZintleandAsenathi.

Zintle:"Imsohappytoseeyououtof

thehouse."

Me:"Yeahhey,itwastimetomove



on."

Ase:"Ithoughtyouweregoingtotake

afewweeksbreak."

Me:"Fewweeks?Hah!Istillhave

teststowrite."

Ase:"ifitwasme,Iwouldhavestayed

athomefor3wholeweeksuntilIfeel

likeIhaverecovered.Imaginebeing

kidnappedandhavingtogobackto

schooljustafewdaysafterbeing

found!Whuuuitcanneverbeme."

Welaughed.



Me:"Youaresodramatic."

Asenathi:"Woah!Didyouseethat?!"

welookedatwhereshewaspointing.

Me:"What?"

Ase:"Busani.Hewasabouttopass

here,buthesawusandimmediately

turnedback."

Zee:"What?Really?That'sashock."



Ase:"Tellmeaboutit.Iwonderwhat

happened,phelatheBusaniIknow

wouldbeherebeinganuisanceas

always."

Me:"Iwon'tsayIamcomplaining

abouthimturningbackshame,Iam

notinthemoodforhisnonsense

today."

Wesatinthecafeteriaconversing

aboutthingsImissedoncampus,not

thattherewasanythinginterestingI

missed.Theyalsogavemeanupdate

ontheirrelationships,Asenathiisstill

verymuchinarelationshipwithwith



MarkandherministerofFinance

whileZintleisstillgoingstrongwith

Thami.Iwasjustgladthatwhatever

nonsenseshehadwithThabo

ended,Thaboreallylookslikehelikes

hisnewgirlfriend.

Wehadtwomoreclassesbeforewe

weredonefortheday.Igotatext

fromSivuyiletellingmethatheis

goingtobelatetonight,Iwasn'tin

themoodofgoinghomeanywaysoI

toldSizwetodrivestraighttoZC.

IgreetedStellaatreception,Igotinto

aliftandwentstraighttohisoffice.

ThistimearoundhisPAwasinthe

frontdesk,it'smyfirsttimeseeing



herandImustsaysheisreally

beautiful.She'sthattypethatwould

makewomenfeelinsecurewithjust

sneezing,that'showbeautifulsheis.

Andshehasabangingbodytoo!

Damn!Iforgothername.

Me:"Hi,isSivuyilein?"Shehadher

backonme,shewasbusysortingout

filesinthedrawers.Shestopped

whatshedoingandturnedtolookat

me.Icouldn'treallyreadherfacial

expression,butitwasnotentirely

friendly.



PA:"Excuseme?"Pardonshemeans.

Me:"Sivuyile,isheinhisofficeright

now?"

PA:"Whowantstoknow?"Ibetyoua

milliondollarsthatsheknowsexactly

whoIam,butforsomereasonshe's

tryingtoactfreshwithme.

Me:"IsSivuyileinornot?"Ichanged

tomymeanface.Shelookedatme

withabitofattitudebeforeshetook

thetelephoneandpressedanumber.



PA:"MrDlamini,there'sagirlwho's

heretoseeyou.....ohokaysir."Girl?!

Heh!I'mjustgladthatsheaddresses

MYhusbandinaprofessionalway.

"Youcangothrough."Whatisthis

girl'sproblem.Imademywayto

Sivuyile'soffice,hewassittingonthe

couchandthecoffeetableinfrontof

himwaswhitewithpaperwork.

Me:"Hellobusybee."Helookedup

almostimmediately.

Sivuyile:"Baby."Isatnexttohim.



"Whatareyoudoinghere?"

Me:"Ididn'tfeellikegoinghome

withoutyou."Hechuckled.

Sivuyile:"Imustbespecial."

Me:"Onlytodaymister,don'tgettoo

excited."

Sivuyile:"Youenjoyhurtingmy

feelingsneh?"

Me:"alot,itgivesmepleasureseeing



youhurt."

Sivuyile:"Yoh!Womanyouaredark!"

Welaughed."Youdidn'tevengiveme

mykisswhenyouwalkedinhere."

Me:"Iwould,butyourPAspoiledmy

mood."

Sivuyile:"What?....Wh-whatdidshe

do?"Hepanicked.

Me:"calmdown,shedidn'tdo

anythingbad.Shewasgivingme



attitudethroughoutourinteraction."

Heseemedtorelaxabit.

Sivuyile:"Oh.Areyousureyouarenot

imaginingthings?"

Me:"Ofcoursenot.Sheevenpretend

likeshedoesn'tknowmeandshe

calledmeagirl!"Helookedatmeand

laughed.

Sivuyile:"Soyouareactuallymadat

thefactthatshecalledyouagirl?"



Me:"Imserioushere.Idon'tlikeher

attitude."

Sivuyile:"Ifyoudon'tlikeherattitude

thenIalsodon'tlikeit."Good!"Ineed

togetmyoldPAback."

Me:"Woah!Ididn'tsayfirethegirl,

justtellhertogetherselfinorder.

NexttimeIwon'tbesonicetoher."

Sivuyile:"I'lljustmovehertoanother

department,youareactuallynotthe

firstpersontocomplainabouther

attitude."Ohshemustbebadthen.



Me:"Oh,don'tsayI'mtheonewho

influencedyourdecisionheh."He

chuckled.

Sivuyile:"Comehere."Heheldmy

handandmademestandupandsit

onhislap."DoyouknowhowmuchI

loveyou?"Iblushed.

Me:"Idon't."Hetickledmemaking

melaughoutloud.

Sivuyile:"Iloveyoumorethanlife



itself.YouandChuluaremy

life,withoutyouIwouldn'tbeableto

function.Youaremyreasontosmile

andlaugh,thejoythatyoubringto

mylifeisunexplainable.Idon'tthinkI

wouldhandlelosingyou,you'vemade

mefalldeepinlovewithyouinsuch

ashortamountoftime.Iloveyouso

muchLunathiDlamini."Hewas

lookingstraightintomyeyes,I

couldn'thelpmyselfasmyeyesgot

alittlebitteary.Iwasalsofallingvery

deepInlovewithhimandIjustcan't

helpmyself.

Me:"Youdon'thavetoworryabout



losingme,Iamnotgoinganywhere."

Hebroughtmyheaddowntohislevel

asourlipscollided,somuchemotion!

"Babeareyoucrying?"IaskedasI

brokethekiss.Helaidhisheadon

myboobsashisarmswerearound

mywaist."Areyouokay?"Thiswas

shocking,I'veneverseenhimlikethis

before.

Sivuyile:"Idon'twanttoloseyou."

Whatisheonabout.

Me:"Youwon'tmylove,Ipromise

you."Ikissedhisheadbefore



brushingitgently.

Sivuyile:"Letsgohome,Ijustwantto

lieinbedwithyouandChuluforthe

wholenight."Hewasreallyscaring

me.

Me:"Babe,areyouokay?Youare

scaringme."Heraisedhisheadfrom

mybreasts

Sivuyile:"I'mfinemylove."Hepecked

onmylips."Let'sjustgetoutofhere."

Hemadestandup,thenhewentto



histabletotakehisbelongings.I

tookmybagandwewentoutofthe

office,theassistantwasstillsitting

onherdesk."Sandicleanupmy

office,I'mgoinghome."

Sandi:"Sir?"Shestoodupalmost

immediately."Ithoughtyouwere

goingtoworkuntillatetonight?"

Sivuyile:"Changeofplans.Andplease

setupaconferencecallwiththe

Durbanteamfortomorrowat12."

Sandi:"butsir-"



Sivuyile:"ThatwillbeallSandi."That

wascold,itmustbebecauseofwhatI

toldhimabouther."Comebaby."He

heldmyhandaswelefttheoffice.

●

Whenwegothome,heaskedfor

Chulufromomama.Wewenttoour

roomandchangedintocomfortable

clothes,beingpjamasforme,thenwe

spentthewholeeveningintheroom

bondingasafamily.Thiswasthe

highlightoftheyear,spendingquality

timewithmylittlefamily.WiththemI

feelcomplete,iknowit'sonlybeena



fewmonthsbuttheconnectionIhave

withSivuyileisdeeperthana

timeframeandtheloveIhavefor

Chuluisbeyondwords,that'swhy

theycompleteme.Ijustcouldn't

imaginelifewithoutthem,that'swhyI

praytoGodeverynightthathe

protectsandkeepmyfamilyatall

times,IalsoprayformymarriageI

praythatweovercomeanyobstacle

thatwecomeacrossandthatwedo

notlettemptationdestroywhatwe

have.OneobstaclethatIdoubtwe

wouldovercomethoughis

unfaithfulness,Idon'tknowwhatI

woulddoifIfoundoutthatmy



husbandhasbeenunfaithfultothat

wouldbreakme,butatthispointI

don'tthinkthatit'ssomethingthat

wouldhappenItrustmyhusband.

•

•

•

•

•

HeheUthiniuLunathingetrust,Lol.

☆

☆

SORRYGUYSFORTHEDELAY,IAM



GOINGTHROUGHTHEMOSTATTHE

MOMENT.STRESSLEVELSARESO

HIGHRNWHICHMEANMY

CREATIVEJUICESARENOT

FLOWINGASICAN'TTHINKOF

ANYTHINGBUTWHATIAMGOING

THROUGHRN.HOPEYOUWILL

ENJOYTHISONE♥

[2/6,12:18PM]DeeBee:#Insert56
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°•SIVUYILE•°

WhoknewthatmeSivuyileLeon

Dlaminiwouldbethiswhipped?That

isaquestionIgotfrommydear

friends,thatwasaftertheysawa

pictureIpostedonInstagram.We

tookalotofpicturesduringour

familytimeandIdecidedtoposta

fewonthegram.I'mnotreallya

socialmediaperson,butbecauseI

havetokeepmyimagerelevantand

poppingIhavenochoicebuttotryto

beasactiveasIcan-mypublicist's



advice.I'mjustgladthatLunathi

finallydecidedtobeonsocialmedia

fulltime,thatmeansIcantakeaback

seatandletherdoallthingsthat

havetodowithsocialmedia.

Ihadjustdroppedheroffoncampus

andIwasnowdrivingtowork

jammingtoAKA'salbum.Mydear

cousindecidedtodisturbmy

jammingsessionbycallingme.

Me:"mntasekhaya."

Ase:"bhut'wamomhle

endimthandayo.(myhandsome



brotherwhomIlove.)"Ohherewego!

Me:"Whatdoyouwant?"

Ase:"WhosaidIwantanything?Can't

agirlcallherbrotherandshowhim

somelovewithoutbeingaccusedof

wantingsomething."

Me:"Thatgirlisdefinitelynotyou.So

onceagain,whatdoyouwant?"

Ase:"nothing."



Me:"Ohokay.Byebyekesis'wam."

Ase:"Wait!"

Me:"Yintoni?(What?)"

Ase:"Okayfineyougotme,Ineeda

smallanyanafavourfromyou."

Me:"Yourfavoursareneversmall

Ase."

Ase:"Theyalwaysare.I'venever

askedforahugefavourfromyou."



Me:"ohhhreally?Soaskingmeto

hidethefactthatyoufailedgrade11

andyouwantedtobuyafakereport

cardwasnotahugefavour?"Imagine!

Ase:"Haybhutilet'sletbygonesbe

bygones."

Me:"OkayMrsBygone,whatdoyou

want?"

Ase:"Youthatweareclosetogoing

toourfirsttermbreakright?"



Me:"Trimesteryoumean?"

Ase:"Whatever!"

Me:"andyouthinkIwillhelpyouafter

youjustsaidthat?"

Ase:"iyohokay,uxolokebhuti."

Me:"mmmh."Iparkedmycarinthe

parkinglot."Thetha(talk)"



Ase:"okay,sohere'sthethingneh.I

don'twanttogobackhomengoku

ngoMarch,Ialreadyhaveplansfor

theseholidays."

Me:"somnandingenaphi?(wheredoI

gotinallofthis?)"Iknewwhatwas

coming.

Ase:"Iwaswonderingifyoucouldtell

dadthatIamgoingtostaybyyour

housetheseholidayswithNathi."She

saidsofast!

Me:"Eh!YouwantmetolietoTanci?"



Ase:"Pleasehlebhuti,it'sforagood

cause."

Me:"andwhatcauseisthat?

ShackingupwithyourIndianguy."

Ase:"FirstofallhisnotIndian,okay!

AndsecondlyI'mnotgoingtodothat.

IjustwanttoexploreDurbanbhuti."

Me:"Youknowhowyourfatheris,he

willjustsayyoucomewithLunathi."



Ase:"Youwillsayyouhavetogoout

oftownforabusinessmeetingso

youcan'tleavethehouseunattended

andyoucan'tleaveNathionher

own."Ilaughed

Me:"Yourstorydoesn'tmakesense

wena.Yourdadwilljustsayyouboth

shouldcomebackhomeorthatI

shouldtakeLunathiwithme."

Ase:"Yuuuh!Whyareyoushooting

downmysuggestions."Shesounded

irritatedwhichmademelaugh.



Me:"ImsorrysisiIcan'thelpyou.Ask

Likhotohelpyou."Likhoisherolder

brother.

Ase:"IwanttostayhereinJoburg

nje,notinCapeTown."

Me:"Aikeandazikenam."

Ase:"mxmthanksfornothing.Bythe

wayyourcaptiononInstagram

sucks!"Shehungup.Ilaughedather

dramaticass.Andhowdareshediss

mycaption,thatcaptionwasthe

sweetestshortcaptionever!



Iwalkedintothebuildingfeelingon

topoftheworld.

Me:"GoodmorningStella."

Stella:"Goodmorningboss."Shesaid

withthebrightestsmile.Istilldon't

getwhymostofthepeoplewhowork

herecallmeboss/bossman."You

lookveryhappytoday."

Me:"whatcanIsay,lifeisgood."

Stella:"Icanseethat."



Me:"CouldyoupleasecallPamand

askifshecouldcomebacktowork

early?"PamismyoriginalPA,she

tooka6monthsleavebecauseher

motherwassickbackhomesoshe

hadtogoandtakecareofher.

Stella:"Youareinluck.Shecame

backfromZimyesterday."Great!

Me:"That'sgreatnews.Callherand

tellherherjobiswaitingforher."



Stella:"Uhmsir,whataboutSandi?"

Me:"Placehersomewhereinthe

company.Maybegiveheran

internshiporsomething."

Stella:"Areyousure?"

Me:"YesStella.ImeanPamwas

boundtocomebackright?"

Stella:"Isuppose.Igetrightonitsir."

Me:"Good.Enjoytherestofyourday."



Isaidwithasmile."Holdthelift!"I

rushedintotheliftasIgreeted

peoplewhowereinthere.Mymood

immediatelychangedwhenIsaw

SandiasIjumpedofftheelevatoron

myfloor.

Sandi:"Morning."Shesaidinavery

seductivetoneandsmile.

Me:"Hi.Doyouhaveanymassages

forme?"Isaidwithastraightface.

Sandi:"YesIdo."Shefiddleonher

deskthenshegavemeacoupleof



notes.

Me:"Ihopeyoudidn'tforgettosetup

thatcall."

Sandi:"Boardroomwillbereadyfor

youattwelve."

Me:"I'llusemyoffice."Iturnedand

walkedstraighttomyoffice.I've

neverrealisedhowdullthisofficeis,I

needpicturesonthesewalls.Ijust

gotabrilliantidea!"Sandicould

pleasecomeinhereforasec."I

droppedthetelephone.Shecamein



Sandi:"Yessir."

Me:"Domeafavourplease,Iam

goingtoemailyoutwo

pictures,duringlunchgotothephoto

studioandenlargethosetwopictures

andframethem."

Sandi:"Ohalrightthensir.Iwillwait

foryouremail."

Me:"Good."Itookoutmylaptopand

placedonthewall.Thisgirlwasstill



standingthere."Istheresomething

else?"

Sandi:"Ohuh,Nosir.Iwasjust

wonderingifyoureadyour

messages?"

Me:"Ohthat,Iwillgettothemina

minute."Shesmiledandnodded

beforeshelefttheoffice.Iswitched

onmylaptopthenItookthesmall

papersthatshegavetome.Whatthe

fuckisthis?!"Myofficenow!"Click!

Shewalkedin,actuallyscratch

that,shedidacatwalkallthewayto



mydesk,butchevenhadthenerveto

lockthedoor.Icouldn'thelpbut

noticethatafewbuttonsofhershirt

wereundone,Icouldclearlyseeher

cleavage.

Sandi:"Youcalled,sir."Iswallowed.

Me:"UhWhatthefuckisthis?"Iheld

outthenot.

Sandi:"Amessagefrommetoyou."

Shewalkedtomysideandsatin

frontofmeonmydesk,herskirt

automaticallywentupexposingher



thighs."It'ssexy."

Me:"It'suhm...itsuhinappropriate."

Sandi:"Why?Iwasjustbeinghonest,I

domissyourbigjuicydick."Iswear

thiswasgettingmeabithot."Don't

youmissmynana?CauseIknowit

missesyourroger."

Me:"Nevereversendmethatkindof

messageeveragain!I'myourboss

andwhatyouaredoingisnot

professional."



Sandi:"Professional?Whydidn'tyou

thinkofthatwhenyouwerepounding

inme."

Me:"Itoldyoutoforgetaboutthat

night."

Sandi:"HowcanIdaddy.I'venever

beenfuckedlikethatinmyentirelife.

Youhadmetremblingwithpleasure.

InfactIwouldn'tmindarepeatof

thatnight."WhyamIevenlistento

this.



Me:"*ahem*likeIsaid,letitbethe

lasttimeyoudosomethinglikethis."

Sandi:"WhatyougonnadoifIdoit

again?Areyougonnapunishme?

Maybeyoushouldpunishmenow

causeI'vebeenaveryverybadgirl

daddy."WTFisthis,andwhyisuJama

gettingabithard.Shestartedmoving

herhandallthewaydowntoher

thigh.Iwasdumbstruck,Icouldn't

speakormove.Herhandslowly

movedinsideherskirtassheopened

herlegsabitwider,herhandstarted

moving.



Me:"Whatthefuckareyoudoing?"

Sandi:"Ifyouwon'tpleasureme,Iwill

doitmyself."

Me:"Notinmyoffice."Shestoodup

fromthedeskandstoodabitfar

frommeandIexhaled.Shewalked

aroundthedesk,Ithoughtshewas

leavingbutinsteadshewenttothe

couchandlaidonherbackopening

herlegs.Shewasn'twearingany

pantiesandIhadaviewofher

shavedvagina.Herhandmadeits



waytohervaginaandshestarted

rubbingherself.Thiswasturningme

oninawaythatIdidn'tlike,Ifeltlike

mythoughtswereblockedallIcould

thinkaboutwasherdrippinghot

vagina!

Sandi:"Don'tyouwantsomeofthis?"

Jamawasreactingdownthereand

theloudershemoanedtheharderI

got."Yes!Yesdaddy!Rightthere

ahhhahhhh.I'mcoming,I'mcoming

oouuuuhYessss!!"Jamawasrock

hardallIwasthinkingaboutwas

slammingmyselfintoher.



Me:"Getyourassoverhere."I

couldn'thelpmyself.Shewastedno

time,sherushedovertome.She

pushedmychairabitfromthe

desk,thesheundidmypants.Jama

sprungoutofmyboxer."Getthe

condomfromthedrawer."Shedid.

Sheopeneditandsliditonmydick.

Sandi:"Iseeyouready."Sheclimbed

ontopofmewithherlegsontheside.

SheslowlysatonJamaasweboth

gaspedoutloud.

☆



☆

°•BOITUMELO•°

Acrazydayithasbeentoday.Iwas

writing2teststhatIhave

missed,nowI'vecaughtupwith

othersandweonlyhave2moretests

towritebeforewegoona2weeks

break.I'vebeencoupedupinthis

roomstudying,Iwantedtograspas

muchasIcanbeforeSivuyilegets

here.

Afewhourslater,Sivuyilewalkedin

lookingastiredasever!

Sivuyile:"Heybaby."Hecametome



andpeckedonmylips.

Me:"Heylover."

Sivuyile:"Iseeyouhaveyourheadin

yourbooks,letmenotdisturbyou."

Me:"It'sfine.I'mdoneanyway."

Sivuyile:"Letmegoandtakea

shower."

Me:"Doyouwantmetojoinyou."I

winked.Hechuckled.



Sivuyile:"I'msotiredbaby,Ijustwant

totakeashowerandhavesome

dinnerthensleep."Thatwasweird,he

neversaysnotosex.Maybehereally

istired.

Me:"Okaybabe.Letmegodishupfor

you."Igotoffthebedandworemy

sleepersbeforeIlefttheroom.

●

○

°•SIVUYILE•°

OnceagainIfuckedup!Iamsuchan



idiot!WhydoIkeeponmessingup.

WhydoIallowmyselftobetempted

likethat,Sandiwillbethedoomofme

butsomehowIalwaysfindmyself

stuckbetweenherlegs.Theoffice

sexwehadwasmindblowing,the

waysheblewmejustwhenIwas

abouttocumandshemadesurethat

Icameinhermouthandshe

swallowed.

Icouldn'tevenlookatLunathiinthe

faceafterwhatIdidtoher.Sheisso

innocentandsheisdefinitelythelove

ofmylife,butsomehowIkeepon

messingup.MaybeIshouldtellher

aboutthis,maybeshewillforgiveme.



Iknowshewillforgiveme,butjustthe

thoughtofbreakingherheartis

breakingmyownheart.WhatdidIdo

Lord!!

Iswitchedoffthetapandgotoutthe

shower.Idriedmyselfwitha

towel,thenIwrappeditaroundmy

torso,thenIwenttothebedroom.

"Wellisn'tthatabeautifulsight."She

saidwalkingintheroom.

Me:"Likewhatyousee?"



Lunathi:"Always."Shecametome

andgavemeamindblowingkiss

whichIreturned.Iwantedtohaveher

rightthereandthere,butIcouldn't

disrespectherlikethat.ImeanIjust

hadsexwithmyPAafewhoursago.

Ibrokethekiss.

Me:"Dinnersready?"

Lunathi:"Ithinkmydinnerisrighthere

infrontofme."Ilookedatherwitha

smile.

Me:"Whathaveyoudonetomy



innocentwife?"Shegiggledwhile

hidingherfaceinmybarechest."Let

megetdressedbabe."

Lunathi:"Fine."Shemovedfrom

me,thenIwenttotheclosetand

pickedoutmyAdidastrackpantsand

alongsleevedvest.Igotdressed

thenwewentdownstairsfordinner.

●

Itwasafterdinner,Iwaslayinginbed

withbothmygirls.

Lunathi:"I'msohappyrightnowand

it'sallbecauseofyou.Ilikeitwhen



youareinaplacewhereyoucanbe

honestwithmeaboutyourfeelings."I

smiledbutmysmilewasshortlived.I

letoutaheavysighthenIsatup

straight.Thisisthetime!Ihaveto

confessrightnowwhenshe'stalking

abouthonesty.

Me:"Uhbabe,Ihavetotellyou

something."

Lunathi:"soundsserious."Myheart

startedpounding

Me:"Itis,uhshit!"Itookmyphone



fromtheheadboardanddialed

Mam'Luvo."Ahmama,celauzolanda

uChulu(couldyoupleasecomeand

fetchChulu.)"Shelookedatmewith

concern.Afewminutestherewasa

knockonthedoor,Istoodupwith

ChuluandwenttothedoorIgaveher

toMam'LuvothenIcamebacktothe

bed.ThistimeIsatrightnexttoher

ontheedgeofthebed.

Lunathi:"Whatisit?"Shesounded

nervousness.Iburriedmyfaceinmy

hands.



Me:"I-I-sl-shit!Ican'tdothis."

Lunathi:"Dowhat?Sivuyiletalkto

me."Iwasnervous.

Me:"Iamsosorrybaby."Istarted

withthat

Lunathi:"sorryforwhat?Whatdidyou

do?"Icouldfeelmyheartracing.

"Talk!!"Sheshouted

Me:"Ishouldn'thaves-".TheiPhone

ringtonejusthadtointerruptus.



"Ignoreit."Shedid,itstoppedringing.

Me:"carryon."Isighedonceagain.

Somehowtearswerenearingonher

eyes,Ican'tdothis.No!Ihaveto.

JustasIwasopeningmymouthmy

phonerangindicatinganincoming

call,Iswitcheditoffwithoutchecking

thecaller.

Me:"Baby,Iwantyoutopromiseme

somethingfirst."Iheldbothher

hands,Ineededassurance."Iwant

youtopr-"



"Nkosana!Nkosana!"Thatwas

Mam'Luvoknockingonourdoor.I

didn'tknowwhethertobeirritatedor

happy.Wecouldn'treallyignoreher

knock.Istoodupfromthebedand

attendedtoher.

Me:"Mah?"

Mam'Luvo:"NguChulu."Allisawwas

Lunathipushingmeoutoftheway

andrushingtowardsChulu'sroom.

Wefollowedbehindherinarush

also,whenwegotthereManxelewas

busywipingherface,Iquicklyrushed



toheronlytonoticethatshewas

wipingvomitoffhermouth.

Lunathi:"What'swrongwithher?"

Mam'Luvo:"Idon'tknowmntanam,her

eyesstartedturningwhiteandshe

wasburningupthenshe

vomited,that'swhenIstartedcalling

you."

Lunathi:"weneedtotakeherto

hospital."IgrabbedheroffManxele's

armsandrushedoutwithLunathi

followingbehindme.Wegotintothe



caranddroveoff.Iwaspanicking

andaskingmyselfwhatwas

happeningtomydaughter."Drive

fasterSivuyile!Hereyesareturning

white!"Shewasinthebackseatwith

Chuluonherarms.Iincreasedmy

speed.

Soonwearrivedatthehospital,luckily

whenwewalkedintherewasa

doctoronsight.Werushedtohim

andgavehimChulu,helookedather

oncebeforerunningwithherleaving

meandLunathidumbfoundedfora

secondbeforeweranafterhim.He

finallygotinaward,unfortunatelya

nursestoppedusatthedoorsaying



wecan'tentertheroom.Frustrated

waswhatIwasatthemoment!AllI

coulddowastohugLunathiandsit

onthechairs.

Me:"She'sgoingtobeokay,oZizi

bamjongile."Shesaidnothing,she

justcriedonmychest.

Fewhoursofwaitingandthedoctor

andnursespassedbyuswithout

givingusanyformofexplanation.

Finallythedoctorcametous.

Lunathi:"Soismybabygoingtobe

okay?"



Doctor:"ItshardtotellMrsDlamini,we

don'tknowwhatwearedealingwith

atthemoment."IwassofrustratedI

couldn'tevenusemymedical

expertise.I'malwayscomewhen

dealingwithapatient,butsomehowI

waspanickingthistimearound.Iwas

notcalmatall,thisismybaby!"We

arebusyrunningsometestsand

hopefullywewillbeabletofigureout

what'swrongwithher."

Lunathi:"Hopefully?!"



Me:"calmdownbaby."

Doctor:"Uhtellme,isyourdaughter

epileptic?"

Me:"Noshe'snot."

Doctor:"doesshegethermonthly

shotsintime?"

Me:"Ipersonallygivethemtoher.

AndIalwaysmonitorherhealth,soI

amshockedtoseeherlikethis."



Doctor:"Wellyourdaughterhada

seizurejustafewhoursago,itwent

onforafewminutes."No!Seizures

arenevergoodandshe'sjustababy!

Me:"Woahaseizure?"

Doctor:"Yessir,andasadoctor

yourselfI'msureyouknowhow

seriousaseizureisforatoddler."

Me:"Ido.Coulditbemeningitis?Or

maybeshehasepilepsyforreal?My

GodI'msofrustrated."



Doctor:"Itsnormal,Iunderstandsir.

Let'sjustwaitforthetestsandsee

whattheyreveal."

Lunathi:"Canweseeher?"Shehad

tearsinhereyes.

Doctor:"Yesofcourseyoucan,we

aredonewithher."

Lunathi:"Thankyoudoctor."He

lookedatherandsmile.



Doctor:"She'singoodhandsMrs

Dlamini."Heheldherhandfora

secondthensheturnedandleft.

Wemadeourwayinsidetheward

andwathIsawtherebrokemyheart.

I'veonlyseensuchasightbackwhen

Iwasstillintraininganditwas

usuallyoldpeople,notthesetiny

humanbeings.Shewasinherlittle

cotwithpipesalloverher.Lunathi

justbrokedownwhenshesawher.

Whatishappeningtomydaughter?

Lordpleasesavemydaughter.

•

•



•

•

•

NB❗❗❗

Iamdissapointedatallthosepeople

whotookitupontheirselvestoinbox

mewithruderemarks,Iamnothappy.

IdidexplainthatIamgoingthrough

somethingatthem9mentandyou

guysjustrefusetounderstand

that,insteadyouwantmetowrite

becauseit'sgoingtobenefityou.I've

neverbeenrudetoyouguys,soIdon't

understandwheretherudenessfrom

thosepeoplecamefrom.Imagine



gettinga"hawuawubhalingani

manje?""Youwantistobegyoufor

aninsert?""Yinmanje?"...Iamtruly

disappointed.Attheendofthe

day,thisstoryismyhobbysomething

tokeepmymindofthingsandatthis

pointit'snothelpingmewithwhatI

amgoingthroughrightnow,Idon't

getpaidtowriteonthispageso

whenyouthinkofsendingmerude

commentsonmyinboxthinkabout

that!

ENJOYTHISINSERTGOODPEOPLE.

ANDTHANKYOUTOTHOSEONES

WHOARENOTPUTTINGPRESSURE

ONMETOWRITEANINSERT.MUCH



LOVE
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Iwaswokenupbybabysounds,nota

cryingjustsoundsthatbabiesmake

whentheyplay.Iopenedmyeyesand

lookedaround,mymindracesbackto

lastnightandIrememberedthatIam

inhospital.Iturnedtolookatwhere



mysickbabywassleeping,tomy

surpriseshewaskickingherlegsand

clappingherhandsinaveryhappy

manner.Icouldn'tbelievemy

eyes,thisisthesamepersonthathad

whiteeyeandhadaseizurebut

somehowtodayshewokeupasif

shewasn'tsickatall.

"Sivuyile!Wakeup!"Hequickly

openedhiseyes.

Sivuyile:"What?What'swrongbaby?"

Me:"Look."Ipointedatourdaughter



infrontofus.Hewasalsoinawe.

Sivuyile:"Wait!Thatcan'tbenormal."

Me:"Itsnot?"

Sivuyile:"No,fromthestatethatshe

wasinlastnightandthefactthatshe

hadaseizure,I'mprettysureshe'snot

supposedtobeawakeforthenext

fewhours."Wewerebothshocked."

Letmecallthedoctor."Hewentonto

pressthebutton,anursecameafter

afewsecondsandheaskedherto

immediatelysummonthedoctorto



theward.

Me:"I'mconfusednow."Thiswas

reallysomethingweird.Imeanthis

girlwasliterallyplayingpayingno

attentiontothemedicalpipesthat

wereattachedtoherbody,shewas

evensmilingandtalkingwithher

imaginaryfriends.Afewminutes

laterthedoctorrushedintotheward

withthenurse.Hestoppeddeadon

histrackswhenhesawChulu,likeus

hewasshockedhismouthwaswide

open.



DR:"AmIinthewrongroom?"

Sivuyile:"Notatall.Thisiswhatwe

alsowokeupto."

DR:"Thiscan'tbe.She'salready

awakeandshe'splaying.

Scientificallyshe'ssupposedtobe

asleeprightnow,themedicationwe

gaveherwasverystrongandallthe

vomitingtheseizuretookatollonher

energy.Iwasexpectingtoseeavery

weakbabyinthenextfewhours."

Whatthehellisgoingonhere!"Nurse

couldyoupleasegoandgetthe



brownenvelopeonmydesk.It'sthe

labresults."Thenursenoddedand

walkedoff.

Me:"Soyouaresayingsheisnot

supposedtobelikethis?"

DR:"That'sexactlywhatIamsaying.

InallmyyearsofpracticingI'venever

comeacrosssuchquickrecovery

fromallthesymptomsshehadplus

themedicationshegotisverystrong.

Thisisamiracle."HewenttoChulu

andcheckedherbreathing,heartbeat

andtemperature."Everythingseems



finehere."

Sivuyile:"OZizi."Wow!TosayIwas

shockedwouldbeanunderstatement.

Thenursewalkedinandhandedthe

doctortheenvelope.

DR:"Theseareherresults,whichIgot

thismorning.Ihaven'thadachance

tolookatthem."Heopenedthe

envelopeandstartedreadingfora

fewseconds."Wellseemslike

everythingisfinewithlittlemisshere.

Infactshe'sashealthyasahorse."

What!That'snotwhatIsaw



yesterday.

Sivuyile:"Sothere'snothingwrong

withher?"

DR:"Nothingatall.Iguessyou've

beenmedicatinghertoowellmy

man."

Sivuyile:"Iguessso."

Me:"Soyoudon'tknowwhatcaused

hertobelikethatlastnight?"



DR:"Asfarasthebloodtestsare

concernedma'am.Maybeshewas

justreactingtosomethingthatshe's

ateormaybeshe'steething."

Seizuresandteething?Ayyno

Sivuyile:"She'sonlyfourmonthsdoc."

DR:"thenamafraidIdon'tknow

what'swrongwithherandlookather

shelooksbetterandhealthy.Iguess

thisisindeedamiracle."Wow!"Iwill

goandsortoutherdischarge

papers."



Sivuyile:"Letmegowithyou,Ineedto

goandsettlethebill."Theyboth

followedeachotherout.Iwentto

standnexttomydaughter.Ilowered

myselftoherlevelandkissesherlips,

sheheldherhandsoutIguessshe

wantedmetotakeher,butIcould

becauseshestillhadthepipesonher

bodyandhead.Justasshewas

makinghercryingfacethenurse

walkedin.

Nurse:"Morningma'am.Iamhereto

removethepipesoffyourdaughter."I

justnodded.Shedidwhatshehadto

doandsoonmybabywasfree.Itook



herpamperswearingselfandheld

herclosetomychest,Ikissedher

face.Iwassohappythatshewas

okay,eventhoughherrecoverycame

inaweirdwayIwasstillgladthatshe

wasokayandthatweweregoing

backhomewithher.

AfterawhileSivuyilecamebackwith

cleanclothesforChulusinceshe

pukedallovertheoneshewas

wearinglastnight.Afterbathingand

feedingher,weleftthehospitalwith

ourdaughter,everythingwasin!

○

●



2MONTHSLATER

Lifehasn'texactlybeenabedof

rosesthesepasttwomonths.Things

betweenmeandSivuyilehavetaken

averydrasticleft,Iguessthe

honeymoonphasewasover.Hehas

beendistanttowardsme,wheneverI

trytoreachouttohimhejustpushes

meaway,ithasgottentoapoint

whereIgottiredandstoppedtrying

tobegforhisattention,nowweare

likemarriedhousemates.Heno

longerkissesmelikethewayhe

normallydid,hellwedon'tevenhave

sexanymore.We'veonlyhadsex

twicethesepast2months,andit's



notthatmindblowingsexweusually

have,thisoneisdifferent.Hejustgets

ontopofmerubsmeforawhileand

whenhefeelslikeheisreadyhe

slidesinandstartshumpingupand

downthenreleaseshissemeninside

me.Hedoesn'tevencuddleme

afterwards,hewakesupandgoes

straighttothebathroomtotakea

shower.Ialwaysfeelcheapand

used,whichisweirdcausehismy

husband.Hisbehaviourchangehas

gottentoapointwherehedoesn't

spendsomenightsathome,Ihave

gottenusedtosleepingaloneonthat

massivebed.



Atfirstwhenhestartedshowing

signsofchanging,Ididn'treallypay

attentiontoit,Ithoughtthingswere

stressfulforhimatworksincehis

workingontheDurban

project(Rememberit?)Heendedup

notgoingtoDurbanbecause

unfortunatecircumstancesgotinthe

way,butnowhisworkingfromherein

Joburgandhehasaprojectmanager

onthegroundinDurban.AsIwas

saying,atfirstuthoughtitwas

becauseofworkstressandI

assumedeverythingwasgoingtoget

bettersayinthenexttwoweeksor

so.BoywasIwrong!Insteadof



thingsgettingbacktonormal,things

wentontotakeanofframp.The

behaviourstartedbeingconsistent,I

triedsomanytimestogethis

attentionbutitdidn'tworkinsteadit

mademelookandfeellikea

desperateperson.Myheartwas

slowlybreaking,Iwenttobedintears

andwokeupwiththesametears,but

ImadesurethatwhenIgooutofthe

houseIholdmyheadhighandmake

surethatnooneknowswhat'sgoing

oninsideme.Ihaven'ttoldanyone

aboutthis,mymomandtheQueen

oncetoldmethatyounevershare

yourmaritalproblemswithother



people,soIwasdoitexactlythat!

Dyingontheinside!Throughallthis

drama,Imadesuretomaketimefor

mydaughterandIspenteachand

everydaywithher,shewastheonly

thingthatwasmakingsenseinmy

liferightnow.

TodaywasaFridayandIdecidednot

attendmyclassesbecauseIdidn't

feellikeit.Itwasintheafternoonand

Sivuyilewasatwork.Iwasstanding

ontheveranderwithChuluinmy

armswaitingtowelcomemybrother

asthesecurityguardcalledmeto

warnmeabouthisarrival.Heparked

hiscaronthedriveway,thenmadehis



waytous.

Thabo:"Thischildkeepsonlooking

moreandmorelikeSivuyilebut

somehowsheisbeautiful."Hesaid

ashetookChulufrommyarms.

Me:"Maybethat'sbecauseshelooks

likeheraunts."

Thabo:"Still,boDlaminikedikobo(the

Dlaminisareugly.)"Ilaughed.

Me:"Wow!Youjustliedwithastraight



facebroh."

Thabo:"Whydoesshehavethislook

onherface?"

Me:"Shedoesn'tlikeyou."Igiggled.

Thabo:"Wellotlabastrong(shewillbe

strong)becauseI'mnotgivingherto

you."Mxm."Whyosayasgela?(Why

didn'tyougotoschool?)"Shit!What

doIsay

Me:"Ohuhm,I'mjusthaven'tbeen



feelingwellthesepastfewdays."I

toldhimthehalftruth,Ihavebeen

feelingsickthesepastfewdays.

"AndtodayIwokeupwithamother

ofallheadaches."Helookedatme.

Thabo:"mmmhokay.Nexttimeyou

shouldjustdrinkwaterandsuckitup.

Youcan'tbemissingclasses

becauseofamereheadache."Wow!

Howinsesitive.

Me:"Keaotlwaabuti(Ihearyou

brother)"Wesatdownonthecouch

thatwasoutsideintheverander.



Thabo:"Howhavebeen?Ihaven't

seenyouinweeks."

Me:"Comeonyousawme2weeks

ago."

Thabo:"exactlywhyIsaidweeks,

plural."Irolledmyeyes.

Me:"Thislittlemissherehasbeen

keepingmebusy."

Thabo:"andyourhusband."



Me:"Yeahhimtoo."Isaidinanotso

suspicioustone.

Thabo:"areyouguysokay?"

Me:"Yeahweare,he'sjustbeenbusy

withtheDurbanproject."

Thabo:"letmeguessandhehasn't

beengivingyouanyattention?"I

turnedtolookathim

Me:"Areyoupsychic?"Hechuckled.



Thabo:"Hiddenpowerssis."We

laughed."Butonaseriousnote,I

knowyou.Iknowhowyouactwhen

youdon'tgetwhatyouwant.Ican

onlyadviceyouthatyoumust'ntpush

himaway,heisworkingforyou,heis

workingforyiurfamily.Soyouneed

tounderstandthat,insteadofsulking

herejustshowhimsupportandtreat

himgood."

Me:"I'mnotsulking."

Thabo:"Youare.Iknowthatyouused



togettingattentionfromyour

family,butwearedifferentfrom

Sivuyile.Wehaveallthetimeinthe

worldtoshoweryouwithattention

andheontheotherhandhastwo

businessesthatheneedstomake

surethathekeepsafloatforhis

family.Understandwhereheis

comingfromandbepatientwithhim,

aslongasheisstillshowingyou

appreciationandlovethenhedoesn't

deserveyoursulking."Heh!He

doesn'tknowanything!

Me:"Yeahneh."Ididn'tknowwhatto

say.



Thabo:"I'msureyouhavestopped

reachingouttohim?"

Me:"Howdoyouknow?"

Thabo:"Iknow.Rememberwhen

ThabangandThapelohadtoprepare

fortheirfirstcases?"Inodded."They

weresobusytoapointwherethey

hadnotimeforanyone.Everyone

understoodbutyou,youkepton

pushingandtryingtogettheir

attentionandwhentheystillcouldn't

giveyou,youstartedpushingthem



away,givingthemsilenttreatment."I

chuckledasIreminiscedaboutthose

days.Iamsoneedy,thatIwilltellyou.

Me:"Maybeyouareright.Ishould

stoppushinghimawayandstart

showinghimsupport."WasIpushing

himawaythough?

Thabo:"That'smyPunkie."

Me:"Thankyoubroh.Ineededthat

talk."



Thabo:"I'mgladIcouldhelp.ButI'm

notsayingstandforhisbullshitheh

Punkie,ifhestartsbullshittingyou

tellmeandIwillsorthimout."Okay

thatwasquickchange.

Me:"Bullshit,how?"

Thabo:"Wecouldbesittinghere

th8nkingthatheisbusywithhis

businesseswhileinactualfacthis

busypleasinganotherwoman!"

Me:"HaymarnThabo!Whywouldyou

saythat?"



Thabo:"I'mjuststatingthepossibility.

ButIknowhewouldn'tbedumb

enoughtocheatonyou.Heknows

what'satstakeandwhat'sgoingto

happenwhenhedoes."Iwon'tlie

whathesaidreallygottome.Couldit

bethatSivuyileischeatingonme?I

meanthatwouldexplainthenight

outs,thealwaysbeingtiredandof

coursehimnotbeinginthemoodfor

sexeverydamntime!"Eyysanlookat

thetime,IhavetogofetchSlindile."

Me:"mmmh!How'sitgoingwoththe



twoofyou?"Hesmiled"lookatthat

smile!"

Thabo:"Itsbeengood,greatactually."

Me:"andZintle?"

Thabo:"Icuttieswithher,Ican'thurt

Slilikethat."Iclappedmyhands.

Me:"I'mproudofyoubrother,Sliisa

verynicegirl."

Thabo:"MxmyouarejusthappythatI



amnotshaggingyourfriend

anymore."Ifrowned.

Me:"ewue!"

Thabo:"Don'tactlikeavirgin!"My

eyeballswentallout."Youreally

thoughtwedidn'tknow?Yoursister

can'tkeepasecrete,Ithoughtyou

knewthatbyknow."DamnBontle!

Me:"Ibelieveyouwereonyourway

brother."Hechuckled.



Thabo:"andthiscutieissleeping."He

stoodupandkissedChulu'sforehead

beforehegavehertome."Bye

Punkie,IwillseeyouwhenIseeyou."

Hegavemeakissonthecheekthen

heleft.Iwentbackinsidethehouse.

Mandeka:"Urightsis?"

Me:"ewemah,I'mfine."

MaNdeka:"Okaybhabha."

IamIfinethough?ThiswhileSivuyile

issuewasweighingdownonme.I



amusedtobeingwithhimalmostall

thedamntime,I'mnotusedtomy

phonenotbeingfloodedwithhis

callsandtexts!Ihavetodo

somethingaboutthis,Ican'thave

thingsfallingapartlikethis.Maybe

it'stimeIfightextrahardformy

marriage,attheendofthedayIam

stuckwiththishumanbeingforlife!

MaybeIshouldpreparearomantic

dinnerforthebothofus?Thatcould

work!

•

Everythingwassetforthedinner,I

specificallytoldMaNdekaand

Mam'Luvotopleasekindlyremain



upstairsforthedurationofthis

dinner.Myoutfitwasonpoint,Iwas

wearingareadlingeriewithablack

silkgownthatwasn'treallytied,Ifelt

sexyandIknewthathewouldn'tbe

abletoresistmeinthisoutfit.

Iheardthedoorclosingand

footstepswalkingin.

"Thissidelover."Isaidashewas

abouttopassthelounge.Hestopped

andlookedforawhileasthoughhe

wasdebatingwhethertocometome

ornot.Thatstungabit.Ismiledashe

madehiswaytome.



Sivuyile:"What'sthis?"Heaskedina

notsoappreciativetone.

Me:"dinner."

Sivuyile:"Where'severyone?"

Me:"Upstairssleeping.Letmetake

thatforyou."Itookhisbriefcaseand

putitonthechair.Itseemslikemy

outfitwasdoingthetrickbecausehe

grabbedmeandstartedkissingme,in

aninstantIfelthornyIwantedhimso



bad."Sitdownandlet'seat."He

grabbedmyassandsatdown.Ialso

settlednexttohim.Idishedupfor

thebothofusthenweatein

completesilence.

Sivuyile:"Thisisnice."Hesaid

breakingoursilence.

Me:"Thankyou."Isighed."Sivuyile

what'sgoingon?"

Sivuyile:"Whatdoyoumean?"



Me:"What'sgoingonwithyou,us?I'm

sureyouhavealsonoticedthat

thingsarenotthesame."Hekept

quietandlookedatme."AtfirstI

thoughyouwerestressedatwork,but

nowIhavemorereasontobelieve

thatit'smorethanthan.DidIdo

somethingthathasupsetyoumaybe?

IfIdidpleasetellmecauseIcan't

takethistreatmentanymore."He

gavemeablankstare.

Sivuyile:"stopbeingdramatic

Lunathi,nothingiswrong.Youarejust

imagingthingsasalways."Herubbed

hisface



Me:"amI?AmISivuyile?Areyou

cheatingonme?"Helookedatme

withashockedexpression."It'sfine

youcantellme.Areyoucheatingon

me?Ifyouareyoucantellmethe

truthsothatwecanmoveonfrom

this.Iamwillingtoforgiveand

forget."AmI?Ican'tbelievethisis

me,Bontlewouldsodissapointedin

merightnow.I'msureshewouldslap

merightacrossthefaceifItoldher

aboutwhatIjustsaid.Tearswere

wellingupinmyfaceasIcouldn't

reallyreadhisface.



Sivuyile:"What?Ofcoursenot!Why

wouldyoueventhinkofthat!Isthat

whatyouseewhenyoulookatme,a

cheater?Huh?!HaimarnLunathibe

serious!"Whyisheshouting.He

sighed"Comeherebaby."Hepulled

metohislapthenhewipedtearsoff

myface."Iwouldneverinamillion

yearscheatonyou.I'vejustbeen

extremelybusyatwork.I'mreally

sorrythatIbroughtthestressback

hereathome.Ipromiseyou,things

willgetbetterfromnowon."He

kissedmytears."Iloveyouyou."He

waslookingatmestraightinthe

eyes.Inodded



Me:"Iloveyoutoo."Isaidthrough

tears.Iwassoemotionalthese

days,yesI'macrybabybutthese

daysit'sbeenextreme.

Hepickedmeupandcarriedme

upstairs.

Theminutewegotintotheroomhe

putmedownanddevouredmylips.

Soonwewerebothnakedandonthe

bedmakingsweetlove.Imissedthis,

Imissedfeelingoursoulsconnect

whenwemakelove.Hewasgivingit

hisallandIwasoncloud9,itfeltlike

theheavenswereopeningupthat's



howgooditwas,ormaybeIfeltthat

waybecauseIhaven'thadsome

goodloveinweeks.

Ihadalreadyreleasedwhenhe

followedaftermeafewseconds

later.Thistimearoundhemademe

lieonhischestwhileheplayedwith

myhairandkissingmyforehead.I

wasenjoyingthemoment,Iwantedit

tolastforever.Foroncein2months

Iwashopefully,IwashopefullythatI

wasgettingmyhusbandbackand

thatmademesmileridiculously.

IwasdosingoffwhenIheardhis

phonebeep.Islightlyopenedmy

eyesandIsawhimreachingforhis



phoneonthesideofthebed.Next

thingIknowIwasslowlybeing

movedfromhischestasIpretended

tobeasleep.Hegotupfromthebed

andwenttothebathroom.Iopened

myeyesasIwonderedwhowas

textinghim.Isatupstraightonthe

bedasIheardtheshowerrunning!

Thathadmeonhighalert,wherewas

hegoing.Myeyeslandedonhislight

upphone,wellitwasclosetoswitch

off.Iquicklygrabbeditandpressed

onthescreen,itlitevenbrighter.I

wasdebatingwithmyselfwhetherto

gothroughitornot.WhatifIfind

somethingIdon'tlikeinthere?What



ifIgetmyheartbroken?Whatifhe's

reallybusywithwork?FuckitIneed

toknow!Ipressedonthescreen

againasIdidn'twantittolock

becausehenowhadapasswordon

hisphone,whichwasnewandIdidn't

knowthatpassword.AsIwasinmy

thoughts,aWhatsApptextfromSandi

camethrough.Itreadasfollowers:"I

hopeyouareonyourway."That

caughtmyattention.MaybeifIread

theirtextsthenIwouldfindoutwhat

theyareworkingonandwhat's

makingSivuyilesostressedout.I

openedtheirchatsonWhatsapp.I

wasmetbyaavideothatSandisent,I



pressedonit.WhatIsawthereleft

mymouthdry,itwasavideoofher

playingwithherselfandmoaning

Sivuyile'sname.Iwasmad!Iwas

pissedthatthisstupidPAwas

sendingmyhusband,herBOSSsuch

inappropriatethings.Iwantedtogo

toSivuyileinthebathroomandtell

himaboutthis,butIdecidedagainst

it.Somethingtoldmetoscrollupand

readmoreofftheirchats.TosayI

wasshockedwouldbean

understatement.Thethingsthey

weresendingtoeachotherwereso

inappropriate,I'mtalkingnudesfrom

Sandi,dickpicsandpussypictures.



MyheartkeptonbreakingasI

scrolledupfurther,itwasclearas

daylightthatthesetwoweredating.

Sivuyilewasindeedcheatingonme

withhisPA.Iheardtheshowerstop

running,Iquicklyloggedoff

WhatsAppandlockedhisphone

puttingitinitsplace,Iwentbackto

mysleepingpositionandpretended

tobeasleep.Icouldhearhimmoving

aroundtheroom,Iguesshewas

gettingreadyforhismistress.Ittook

alotinmetonotscreammylungs

outwithtearsstreamingdown.Iwas

stillinshockandtryingtoprocessall

ofthis,Ididn'thavethestrengthto



confronthimbutIknewthatIdidn't

wanthimnexttome.

Afewminutesofmovingaroundhe

walkedouttheroom,wellhetriedto

leaveasquietlyashecouldbut

becauseIwasawakeIcouldhear

him.IletthetearsthatIhavebeen

holdingforsolongfall.Icried,Iletit

allout.Iwasfeelingsomany

emotionsatthemoment.Iwas

mad,hurt,confused,sadmost

importantlyheartbroken.Whydidn't

anyonetellmethatcheatinghurtsso

bad?IcriedtillIcouldn'tbreath

anymore.Ididn'tknowwhatdo,I

wantedtocallBontleforcomfortbut



atthesametimeIdidn'twantherto

knowwhatIwasgoingthrough.Iwas

finished,myheartwasbrokeninto

pieceslikeamirrorscatteredonthe

fall!WhymedearLord?Whydidhe

havetogoandbreakmylittlefragile

heart?

▪

▪

▪

▪

▪
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Iwasbeyondthewordbroken.Iwas

confusedandhurt,Ididn'tknowhow

toreactinthissituation.Iremember

backinhighschoolwhenZintle

wouldcometomecryingtellingme

thatherboyfriendcheatedonher,I

wouldencourageherandtellherto

leavehimashe'sgoingtodoitagain,

shewoulddisagreeandgetbackwith



herboyfriendandIwouldpissedat

herandcallherstupid.Isitstupidof

methatIstilllovehim?

Isleptwithaveryheavyheartlast

night,Idon'tevenknowwhenIslept.I

wokeupatmiddayandthebastard

wasstillnotbackfromhis

mistress,thatonitsownkilledmeto

thecore.WhatdidIdotothismanto

deservesuchdisrespect?InsteadI

woketoamessageofhimtellingme

aboutanurgentmeetinginDurban

andthathewillonlybebackon

Sunday.Iknewexactlywhich

meetinghewastalkingabout,hewas

talkingaboutthemeetingofhispenis



withSandi'svagina.I'veneverbeen

onetolikeconfrontation,whena

situationrequiresaconfrontationI

justletgoandmoveon.Butthis

particularsituationwasdifferent,I

wantedtospeaktohim,Iwantedhim

tolookmeintheeyeandtellmewhy

didwhathedid?TurnsoutIwon'tbe

gettingthatsincehe'sgoingtobe

spendinghisweekendwithhis

mistress.Thatwasthefinal

straw,thatwasthehighestlevelof

disrespectibeeverencountered.I

couldn'tsitandwaitforamanwho

decidedtoleavemeonthebedand

goouttheretocheatonme.Hasn't



helearnthislessonaboutcheating?

Whatmoredoeshewant?

Igotupfromthebedandwentto

takeawarmshower.Icouldfeelthat

myeyeswereswollenandpuffyall

becauseofaman.Wherearethe

ancestorswhenthingsarelikethis?

Didtheychoosemetostayinthis

kindofpain?Wellnotme,not

BoitumeloMokoena!

Igotouttheshowerandwrappeda

towelaroundmybody,Iwentstraight

tomyclosetandtookoutmy2

suitcases.Istartedpackingallmy

clothesinthesuitcases,everythingI

ownedwentstraightin.WhymustI



stayinthisshamofamarriage?It

clearlyseemslikehedoesn'tneed

meanymore,hehasgotsomeone

better,someonethatheiswillingto

sacrificeeverythingfor.Ijusthateit

thatnomatterwhat,Iamboundto

thissoulforlife.IfitwasuptomeI

wouldasktheDlaministosetme

free,butIcan'tbecauseifIdothe

Dlaminifossilswillcapturemysoul

andIwilldie.Idon'twantyoputmy

familythroughsuchmisery,theonly

optionIhavenowisleaving.

AssoonasIwasdonewithpacking,I

woremyblackAdidastracksuitand

sneakers.Ilookedhorriblebecause



ofallthecryingI'vebeendoing.I

draggedmybagsoutofthecloset

andplacedthemnexttothebed.I

tookoutapenandpaperfrommy

schoolbagandstartedwriting.

"DearHusband.

Iamwritingthisletterwithaheavy

soul,myheartisbrokenbeyond

repairs.Ididn'tthinkyouofallpeople

woulddothistome,Igaveyoumyall

andwhatdidIgetinreturn?

Unfaithfulness.IguessThandiwedid

warnmeaboutthis,butthewarning



camealittlebittoolatebecauseI

hadalreadyfallenforyou.Igaveyou

chancetoconfessyoursins,but

insteadyouliedtomyfaceandtried

tomanipulatethesituation.

You'vemademecompetewith

Thandiweforaslongaswe'vebeen

married,whenyoufinallydecidetolet

hergoyoudecidetoaddanother

womanintoourunion.Iguessyoudo

enjoyhavingyourbreadbutteredon

bothsidesneh?Wellnotthistime

aroundmister,Iamnotgoingtobea

pushoverandletyouwalkalloverme.

Iamleavingyou.Iwillnotbe

disrespectedbyyouafterthe



sacrificeImade.You'vemademea

laughingstockinyourworkplace!No

wonderyourPAalwaysgavemean

attitudewhenIcameby,it'sbecause

sheknewthatweweresharingadick!

Ihateyousomuchrightnow!Donot

contactme,Idon'twantanythingto

dowithyourevilself!

Ihopeyouhaveahappylifewithyour

hoe!!."

Ifoldedthepaperandplacediton

thebed,Itookofftheringandoutin

ontopofthepaperasIletouta



heavysigh.

WheredoIgonow?Idon'twanttogo

hometomyparents,mymommight

tellmethatIhavetofightformy

marriageandIamnotreadytoface

mysiblingscauseIknowthatthey

wouldcausedrama-notthatSivuyile

doesn'tdeserveit,butI'mjustnot

ready.

IwenttoChulu'sroom,justtobidher

farewell.IfIcouldIwouldleavewith

herbutIcan't,she'snotmybiological

daughterandIwon'tbeabletotake

careofhersinceIhaveschoolandI

practicallydon'thaveaplacetostay.

Igotintheroomandunfortunately



shewassleeping,Ijustkissedher

lipsandwhisperedagoodbyeinher

ear.

Iwheeledmybagsdownstairsasmy

uberappnotifiedmeofmydriver's

arrival,noonewasinsightsoIdidn't

needtobeawkwardlyexplainingmy

selftoanyone.Icalledthesecurity

guardinforminghimtoletthedriver

in,hedidafterIspunastoryofwhyI

amnotcallingSizwetocomeand

fetchmeinsteadofusinganuber.

Thecararrivedandstoodinfrontof

theporch,thedrivercameouttohelp

mewithmybags.Igotintothecar

andwedroveofftotheonlyplaceI



couldthinkoftolielow.

•

•

°•SIVUYILE•°

AblissfulStaturdaynightitis.Iwas

lyinginbedwithSandionmychest

sleeping.Icouldn'tsleep,Iwaswide

awakethinkingaboutLunathi.Would

sheforgivemeforthis?Iknowshe

saidshewouldifIjusttoldherthe

truth,butsomehowinmyheartIknew

thatshewouldn'tthat'swhyIchose

tolietoher.Yes,IloveLunathishe's

ablessinginmylifeandshe'sthe

onlywomanIwanttobewith,but



somehowthereissomethingthat

keepsondrawingmebacktoSandiI

don'tknowwhetheritsthewayshe

liveslifeontheedgeandisalways

willingtoexplorenewthings,she's

adventurousandthatonitsown

makeshersodamnattractive,while

Lunathiontheotherhandismoreof

aboxedinperson.She'scomfortable

inhercomfortzone.AtfirstIwas

okaywiththat,butthatwasuntilIgot

toknowSandi,shemakesmy

adrenalinerush,Inevergetbored

whenI'mwithher-notthatIget

boredwhenI'mwithmywife,no!

Sandiisjustdifferentfrom



Lunathi,she'slikeanewexcitingtoy

thatIjustgotandsomehowI'velost

attractionformyoldtoy.

Thisaffairhasbeengoingonfor2

fullmonths,atfirsteverytimeafter

havingsexwithherIwouldfeelso

guiltyaboutbetrayingmywife,butas

timewentonIstartedfeelingless

andlessguilty,butyesterdayafter

makinglovetoLunathitheguilt

surfacedagain,thistimearound

hittingmeharderthanusual.I

realisedmywrongdoing,that'swhyI

decidedtoendmyaffairwithSandi

thisweekend.Itookhertoahotel

justtobreakthingsoffwithher



gentlyasIdon'twanthertocause

dramainmylife,tomethiswasour

goodbyeweekend.Ihaven'ttoldher

yetthatIwanttoendouraffair,the

firstthingwedidwhenwegothere

washaveamindblowingsession,or

sessionsrather.Iwasreadytogo

backtothehusbandIwasbeforethe

Sandisaga,andendingthisaffairis

thefirststepstowardsthat.

Mytrailofthoughtswasdisturbedby

myringingphone,itwasMaNdeka.

Me:"eweMah?"



Mandeka:"Nkosanacelaukhawuleze

useendliningoku.(easehurryback

home.)"

Me:"Yintoniingxakima?(Whatisthe

problem?)"

Mandeka:"NguChulumancooko

ekhalaandakathuli(it'sChulushe's

beencryingandshe'sdoesn'tstop.)"

Mybabymustbesuckagain,shit!

Me:"Okaymahndiyeza(I'mcoming),in

themeantimecouldyoupleasego

andwakemywifeupuzakwazi



ukunceda(shewillbeabletohelp

you.)"

Mandeka:"Akekhoaphaendlini,iroom

yenuiempty.Yilontonditsalele

wena(she'snotinthehouse,your

roomisempty.That'swhyIcalled

you.)"

Me:"Intoni?!(What?!)OkayI'monmy

way."Ihungup!Iwasangry,Iwas

angryatLunathiforgalavabtingat

night.I'vetoldhercountlesstimesto

neverleavethehouseatnight

withoutinformingmebutnoyena



shedoesn'tlistentomyinstructions.

Ihopesheisnotouttherepartying

upastormwithherfriendsorsohelp

meGod!

Ididn'tevenhavetimetowakeSandi

upthat'showpissedandworriedI

was.IwaspissedoffatLunathiand

worriedaboutmydaughter,she

hasn'thadtheseepisodesin2

months.Thelastepisodeshehad

waswhenshewenttohospital,Iwas

reallyworried.Idrovelikeamanicon

theroad,Ididn'tcareabouttraffic

camerasallIwantedtodowastoget

hometomydaughter.

IcouldhearherscreamasIwentup



thestairs.Mam'LuvoandMaNdeka

wereontheirfeettryingtocalmher

down,Mam'Luvowasbusysinginga

killanywhileMaNdekawasbobbing

herbackandforth.

Me:"Utheni?(What'swrongwithher?)"

Mandeka:"Andazinamnondoda."She

handedhertome,Ifelther

temperatureanditwasweirdly

normal.

Me:"akatshisi(she'snotburningup)."I

triedtocalmherdownbyplacingher



onmyshoulderandrubbingher

back,butshewasnotsettlingdown.

Mam'Luvo:"kukhointoumamakhe

adlangoyenzaxakebanje(theis

somethingthathermomusually

doeswhenshegetslikethis.)"She

tookChuluandstrappedherinher

carrierthenshewentoutwithher

afterinstructingustofollow.We

followedhertothebathroomdown

thecorridor,sheputthecryingChulu

downandopenedtheshowerwater.

I'veneverseenLunathidoingthis

before,itmustbeoneofthenew

tricksthatshealwayscomesupwith



tokeepthescreamingprincesscalm.

Withinafewminutesoftherunning

waterChuluwasstillcrying,the

showertrickwasnotworkingout.

Mam'Luvo:"Hay

ndoy'sakela,iqhelu'ksebenza

kumamakhelento.(I'mdefeated,it

usuallyworkswhenhermomdoes

it.)"Shemovedthecarrierbackand

forth.Itookoutmyphoneanddialed

Lunathi,itrangunanswered.Itried

again,itthrewmetovoicemail.Iwas

gettingevenmoreangry.



Mandeka:"Inobalomntanakhona

umoyaombiamvayo(maybeshe's

sensingaabadspirit.)."

Mam'Luvo:"inoba(maybe.)"Atthis

pointIwasclueless.

Mandeka:"nondoda,khawuzame

ukuqhumisaimpephoumthuthe

umntana.(boytryburningtheincense

andpraiseherwithyourclan

names.)"Iquicklyrushedtomy

parents'roomandgottheincense

andmatches.Mam'Luvonowhad

Chuluinherarms.Iburnttheincense



andstartedrecitingtheDlaminiclan

namestoher,itwasworkinglikea

charm.Soonshewascalm,sheonly

hadtearsinhereyes.

Me:"HekeMadlaminiwam(that'sit

Madlamini.)"Iplacedtheplatewith

burningincensedownthenItookher

intomyarms."Whydoyoulike

gettingdaddyworried?Lookathow

cuteyoulookwhebyouarequiet,a

realprincess.Uhlaleunje

mntanam(staylikethismychild.)"I

kissedherforehead,shelookedat

mewithherglisteningeyesthenshe

gavemeabeautifulsmilethat



warmedmyheart.

Mandeka:"Ithindiyomlalisa,ixesha

lakhelokulalakdalalidlulile.(letme

goandputhertosleep,herbedtime

longpassed.)"Ikissedherforehead

onemoretimebeforehandingher

over.Iwentouttomyroomand

indeeditwasempty,Lunathiwasnot

hereanditlookslikesheleftinthe

afternooncauseIhadtoturnonthe

lightswhenIwalkedit.Itookoutmy

phoneandtriedheronemoretime,it

wentstraighttovoicemail.



Me:"LunathiIhopeforyoursakeyou

arenotoutpartying.Getyourass

homebeforeIcameandfetchyou

whereveryouare!Nxah!"Idropped

thecall.

Somethingcaughtmyattentionwhen

Ithrewmyphoneonthebed.Islowly

satdownonthebedasIsaw

Lunathi'sringontopofapaper.Have

Ipushedherthatfar?Itookthe

foldedpaperandopenedit.

"DearHusband......"myfearscame

true!

•



•

•

•

Ashortsomethingformyloyal

people
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°•SIVUYILE•°

Myheartwasbeatingoutofmychest



,Iimmediatelyfeltmyheadspinning.

Icouldn'tbreath,Ihadchestpains,I

wassweating,everythingwasamess.

Isliddownonthebedandsatonthe

floorwiththeletterinmyhand.She

wasgone,sheleftme,Iwasstillina

bitofadaze,thisfeltlikeanightmare

Iwasgoingtobewokenupfrom-but

whoamkidding,herclosetisempty

thatmeansshe'sgoneforgood.

WhatamIgoingtodo?WhatamI

goingtotellmyfamilyaboutthis?My

fatherisgoingtobesodisappointed,I

couldn'tkeepaveryimportantjewel

inourfamilyhappy.Ican'taffordto

loseher,notforthefamily'ssake,but



formysake.Ineedherinmylife,I

amnothingwithouther,sheistheyin

tomyyang.Shewasthatoneperson

whomademesmilewithouteven

trying,shecouldstandmyjerkass

personality,shelovedmeforwhoI

amnotwhatwhatIam,shelovedmy

daughterunconditionallyeventhough

shedidn'tknowwhohermotheris,

she'stheonlygirlI'vehadthat

believesinmydream,shehelpedme

withsomeofthebusinessplansI

had.Insteadofappreciatingherwhat

didIdo?Iwentoutthereand

betrayedherintheworstway

possible,Ihavenoonetoblamebut



myself.Ithasn'tsunkinasyetthat

sheleftme,Ikeptonhoppingthat

thiswasoneofhersillypranks.How

didshefindoutaboutSandi?Who

toldher?MaybeIshouldhave

confessedwhenshegavemethe

plartform,butinsteadIdidn't.Icould

feeltearsthreateningtofalldown,I

justblinkedandletthemfall.If

someonetoldmeayearagothatone

dayIwillcryforawoman,Iwould

havelaughedstraightintheirface,but

lookatmenow.

Ineededtotalktoher,Ican'tlether

go.InfactIwon'tlethergo,Irefuseto

lether.HopefullyifItalktoherand



pleadwithhershemighttakeme

back.WhydidIallowmyselftobe

temptedlikethat,Imeanshewas

enoughforme.Thefactthatthe

ancestorschosenherformemeans

thatshe'stheperfectwomanfor,butI

tookthatforgrantedandwentto

shovemydockinthenextavailable

hole!Iwassomad,Iwasangryat

myself.InasplitsecondIwasup

fromthefloorandtrashingtheentire

room,Ineededtoblowofsome

steam.Isawhergownhangingnext

tothesideboard,Itookitandhugged

ittightlyasIletthetearsflow.Her

scentwasstillthereanditmademe



picturehersmileandthinkingabout

howImightnotseeitagaindroveme

insaneasIletoutabitsosoftcry.I

wasangryatmyself,Iwashurtthat

sheleftme-IknowIdidher

wrong,butIdidnotexpectherto

leaveme.

Ican'tstayinthishouseanyminutes

longer.WhodoIturntowhenIam

feelingthishopeless....

•

•

°•BOITUMELO•°

"Comebackhomebabypleasemy

love.I'msorry,forgiveme."thatwas



thehundredthofSivuyile'sdrunk

voicemessagesIgotwhenIturned

onmyphonethismorning,okay

maybenotnothundredthbuthelefta

lot.Insomehesoundssoberjust

wantingtotalkandinothersheis

drunkandspewingnonsenseoutof

hismouth.

TheVusiNovasongsplayingonthe

radiorightnowweren'tmakingthings

easierforme,especiallytheIntliziyo-

Ifeltitdeepwithinmysoul.

"Ingathiuy'bambe

ngesandla,uyinqinisiliintliziyoyam.

Ingathindawuboniigazilishishla



nengaloyakho..

Ingathiuy'bambe

ngesandla,awuy'cingeliintliziyoyam.

Intlungundiyayiva,ithiwani

intwenjwena."-Thatversewas

speakingtomysoul,Ifeltitdeep

within.ThepainIwasfeelinginmy

heartwasunbearable,Iwastryingto

understandwhatisitthatIdidwrong

tothisman,whatIdidtodeserve

suchtreatment,butnothingcameto

mind.Ispentmyweekendinthis

hotelroom,wellit'smorelikealodge

becauseitwhatIcanaffordatthe

moment.Ican'treallyaffordtospend

moneyrecklessly,Istillneedtofinda



permanentplacetostay.Goingback

hometomyparents'housewas

definitelynotanoption,itwasabitfar

fromschoolandgoingbacktothat

bastard'shousewassomethingthat

wasnotgoingtohappen.

Myphonewasbuzzingwith

messages,WhatsAppandtext

messages.WhenIgothereon

SaturdayIdecidedtoswitchitoff

becauseIwasinnospaceto

interactingwithpeople,evenon

Sundayitwasoff.Ifirstopened

Thabang'smultiplemessages,he

wasworriedsayingthatit'sunlikeme

notbeonWhatsApp,Ialsoread



somefrommysiblingstheywereall

sayingthesamething.Ianswered

themandsaidIlostmyphoneon

Saturday,IjustfoundtodayandI

apologisedfordisappearing.Iwent

ontoreadothermessages,some

werefromZintleandAsenathi.Ase's

messageistheonethatcaughtmy

attention,shewasaskingwhereIwas

andthatsheneededtoseeme

beforeMonday.Wellitwasalready

MondaysoIguesswewillmeetin

school.Itookmybagandleftthe

room,thelodgeIwasstayinginwas

notthatfarfromschool,therewere

taxisusingthatroutesoitwasan



advantageforme,eventhoughIhad

towearahoodyandsunglasses

becauseIdidn'twantpeople

to.recogniseme,nextthingyouwillI

willbemakingheadlinesinthe

tabloids.Thetaxijourneytoschool

wasa5minutesride,Ijumpedoff

andwalkedstraighttoclass.

IwouldbelyingifIsaidIwas

concentratinginclass,mymindwas

allovertheplaceandIwastryingso

hardtonotcryinfrontofpeople,

maybecomingtoclasstodaywasa

badideabutIcouldn'tstandbeingin

thatroomanymoreIjustneededa

changeofsceneryandtobearound



people,ifIstayedinthatroomI

would'vedrainedinmyowntears.

Zintle:"Andthenwena?What'sup

withtheoutfit."Sheaskedaswesat

downonthecafeteria.

Me:"What'swrongwithmyoutfit?"

Zintle:"It'shorrible."

Me:"mxm."Asenathiwaslookingat

meandnotsayinganything.



Zintle:"Letmeguess,Sivuyilechoseit

foryou."Thatname!!Outoftheblue

Asenathijumpedonmeandgaveme

amassivehug.

Ase:"Whydidn'tyoucallme?"She

askedstillhuggingme.Iguessshe

knowswhatwentdown.

Zintle:"kwenzenjanimanje?"Shelet

goofthehugandlookedatmewith

eyesfullofpith.

Me:"Howdidyouknow?"



Ase:"Icamebyyourhouseyesterday

andyouweren'tthere,hewasdead

drunkandheletitslipthathe

cheatedonyouandyouleft."My

heartbrokeevenmoreattheword

"cheatedonyou"

Zintle:"Waitwhat?!!Hedidwhat?!"

Ase:"Calmdown!"

Zintle:"Calmdown?!Bootywhydidn't

youtellmeaboutthis?Igetwhyyou



didn'ttellAsenathi,butme?"Iwasnot

inthemoodforherdrama.

Ase:"Khaumewena.Howdidyour

siblingstakethis?Forsurethey've

alreadyattackedubhuti."

Me:"Theydon'tknow.Ihaven'ttold

anyoneaboutthisyet."

Ase:"sotheeldersdon'tknowabout

this?Theyaregoingtoflipwhenthey

findout."Ididn'tanswer."Howare

youthough?"



Zintle:"Wheredoyoustay?"

Me:"I'mnotokayatall,Idon'tknow

howtoreacttothissituation.Imean

thisismyfirsteverrelationship,I'm

confusedrightnow."Ijustwantedto

gobacktothelodgeandburymyself

undertheblankets."AndIstayatthe

PhilipianLodge."

Zintle:"ThatcheapmotelBoity?!"She

wasshocked.



Me:"It'snotamotelZintleandit's

suitableformeatthemoment.Idon't

havemoney."

Zintle:"Uyahlanyawena.Youhave

thousandsinyouraccount,fromyour

husbandandthebursaryplusyou

haveemployedsiblingswhowould

killforyou."

Me:"Idon'twantthemtoknowas

yet."

Zintle:"thencometomyhouse."I

shookmyhead



Me:"NotwithThandiwethere."

Asenathisighed.

Ase:"YoucanmoveinwithmeNathi."

Me:"Really?Areyousurethatyou

won'treyourbrother?"

Ase:"ofcoursenot.Iknowhowyou

arefeeling,he'sthelastpersonthat

youwanttosee."

Me:"I'llbefineguys,I'vealready



startedlookingforaplacetostay.I'm

justwaitingforaresponsefromthe

personwhopostedaboutlookingfor

aflatmate."

Ase:"Thenyouwillwaitwhilestaying

withme."

Me:"Youarenotgoingtotakenofor

ananswerneh?"

Ase:"Youknowmetoowell.Afterour

lastclassnje,wearegoingbackto

thatragidymotelandwearemoving

youtomyflat."Ikeptquiet.



Zintle:"PleaseBooty,atleastwewill

sleepbetterknowingthatyouarenot

inthatmotel."

Me:"Itsnotamotel."

Them:"Whatever!"

Me:"Fine,I'llmoveinwithyou.BUT

onlyuntiltheguyrespondstomy

inbox."

Ase:"Guy?Youarepotentiallygoing



tobelivingwithaguy?"

Me:"Yeah.That'stheonlyavailable

flatthat'snearby.AndnooffenceAse,

Idon'tthinkmovinginwithyou

permanentlyisagoodidea."

Ase:"it'sfineIunderstand."

Timewentbyandsoonourlastclass

wasout.Wewereoutsidewaitingfor

Marktocomeandpickusup,hewas

goingtodropusoffatthelodge.As

wewerestandingthere,Isawa

ratherfamiliarcarparkingabitfather

fromus.Amangotoutofthedrivers



sideandcametostandonthe

passengerssidewhilelookingaround.

Me:"Youhavegottobekiddingme!"

Myheartratewasincreasing.They

lookedwheremyeyesweresituated.

Ase:"Whatthehellishedoinghere?!"

Shesaidalittlebutloudgrabbinghis

attention."Ohshithesawus!He

betterbotcomenearusbecauseI

amreallymadathim,he'sluckyI

didn'tbeathisassyesterday."He

joggedtous,Isowantedtoleave,but

Zintlehadwasholdingmyhand



tightly.Hereachedus.

Sivuyile:"Uhmheyguys.CanIplease

stealherforaminute."

Ase:"No."Hewasshocked

Sivuyile:"ComeonIjustwantto

speaktomywifeAse,please."

Ase:"andIsaidno."

Sivuyile:"Please."Hesaidinabegging

tonewhilehelookedatmewithsad



eyes.IlookedawayasIalmostfelt

sorryforhim."Lunathibaby,Ijust

wanttoexplaineverythingtoyou."

Me:"Iamnotinterested."Myvoice

cameoutshaky.

Sivuyile:"Please,Iambeggingyou."I

didn'twanttoblinkbecauseIknown

ifIdid,tearswouldcomeoutgushing.

Ase:"Ohlookatthat,Markishere."

Sivuyile:"Atleasttellmewhereyou



arestayingthen.Ijustwanttoknow

ifyouaresafe."

Ase:"Asyoucansee,she'sfine."She

pulledZintle'sarmandIalso

automaticallygotpulled.Icouldn't

helpbutlookbacktoahumanbeing

whooncemademyheartfillwithjoy,

hewasjuststandingtherelookingat

megoallthewaytothecarwhilehe

lookedlikehehadaworldonhis

shoulders.Ihadtoremindmyselfof

whathedidtoandthepromiseI

madetomyself,itwashard.Howisit

thatIamstillyearningforhislove,I

meanhehurtmebeyondimagination.



Thisismyfirstheartbreakandit

hurtssobad,Idoubtthisis

somethingIwillgetoveranytime

soon.

▪

▪

°•SIVUYILE•°

Ijuststoodthereandwatchedthe

loveofmylifewalkaway,itwasasif

shewaswalkingawaywithmyheart.

Iwasdefeatedbutthatdidn'tmeanI

wasgoingtogiveuponher,I'mgoing

tokeepontryingandtryingtogether

back,sheismylife.



These2dayswithoutherehavehad

megoingonadrunkspree.Saturday

andSundayIsleptdrunk,I'malways

inmyroomdrinking.ButIonlystart

drinkingatnightbecauseIcan't

affordforChlutoseemedrunk.

Speakingofthatone,Ihaveafeeling

thatshemisseshermomtoo,she's

beengivingabitofa'coldshoulder'

lately,shedoesn'tsmilewhenIplay

withhershejuststaresatmeand

that'sit.

Iwasdeterminedtotryandwinmy

wifeback,atwhatevercost.I'm

actuallysurprisedthatIhaven't

receivedanythreateningmessages



fromasiblingsorabeating,they've

beenquiet.Infactherbrothershave

beenhittingmeuponWhatsApp

aboutagettogetherandIjustchose

toignorethembecauseIdon'tknow

whetherthat'stheirwayoftryingto

trapmeorsomething.

IdrovetoSandi'splace,itwastimeto

endthisonceandforall.Ididn'tget

timetodoitovertheweekend,soI

havetodoitnow.Iknockedonthe

doorandsheopened,shehadalready

toldmethatshe'snotgoingtowork

today.



Sandi:"Heyloverboy."

Me:"Hi."ShemadewayformeandI

entered.

Sandi:"Whatbringsyouhere,Ididn't

knowweweremeetingtoday."

Me:"Uhmthat'snotthereasonwhyI

amhere."

Sandi:"okay...isitworkrelated."

Me:"Letmebotbeataroundthebush.



Lunathifoundoutaboutusandshe

left,I'mjustheretoendthingswith

you.Ican'taffordtoloseher,Ilove

hertomuch."

Sandi:"Wait,areyoudumping?For

someonewhohasalreadyleftyou?!

Sivuyile,can'tyouseewhatthisis?It's

ablessingindisguise.Thismeanwe

canbetogetherwithoutworrying

aboutwhatpeoplearegoingtosay."

Me:"Justbecausesheleftdoesn't

meanI'vestoppedlovingherorthat

she'snotgoingtocomeback.When



shefinallydecidestoforgiveme,I

wanthertocometoafaithful

husband,ahusbandthatlovesher

unconditionally."

Sandi:"Whataboutme?"Shesaid

soundingheartbroken.Ichuckled

Me:"ComeonSandi,youknewthis

wasgoingtobeoverbeforeiteven

started.I'mamarriedman,aman

whoiscompletelyinlovewithhis

wife.Youknewwhatyouweregetting

yourselfinto,whyyouactingsuprised

now?"



Sandi:"comeonSivuyile,youcan't

justdropmelikeahotpotato."

Me:"We'vespokenaboutthisbefore,I

askedyouthatwhenthetimecomes

forustostopthisyouwon'tgiveme

anyproblems?Whatdidyousay?"

Shelookeddown."Yousaidyouwon't

andthatyoucompletelyunderstand

ourarrangement,didn'tyou?"

Sandi:"ThatwasbeforeIfeltthisway

aboutyou.SivuyileIl-"



Me:"Woah!!Don'tevensaythatword.

Iwasjustdoingyouafavourby

cominghereandinformingyouabout

theneedofour'friendship',ifitwas

anotherpersonhewouldhavekept

quietandmovedonwithhislife.So

pleaseappreciatethecourtesy."Her

mouthwaswideopen."Ohand

tomorrowyouarestartingan

interntion,Pamelaiscomingback

permanentlytoherPAposition."I

turnedandandheadedforthedoor.

Sandi:"ohnowthatyouhaveusedme

toyoursatisfactionyouaregoingto

dropmelikethis?!!BecauseIamno



usetoyouanymore!!Wellguess

whatmyPrince,nooneandImean

onedoesthattoSandisiweMhlongo!!

Ifyouknowwhat'sgoodforyou,you

willtakebackwhateveritisthatyou

saidthere!"Shelookedandsounded

crazy.I'veneverseenthissideofher

before,hellwhatamIsaying,I'veonly

knowthisgirlforafewmonths.I

walkedclosetoherandlookedather

deadintheeyes,thatseemedto

shakeherupabit.

Me:"listenherecrazyhoe,no

threatensmeandlivestotellthetale.

Ifyouarethinkingofdoing



somethingtobreakmyfamily

apart,thenyoubetterthinkagain.If

youdaretryanddosomethingstupid,

I'llmakesurethatyoudisappearfrom

thefaceoftheearth.Don'tletthese

fabcyclothesandsuitsfoolyou,you

don'tknowmegirlyandtrustmeyou

donotwanttoknowme.Nowstay

thehellawayfromme,orelseyou

won'tlikewhatwillhappentoyou.

Nxah!!"WiththatsaidIlefther

shakinginherapartment.

IwasdrivinghomewhenIreceiveda

callfrommymom.



Mom:"Sivuyile,urightsanalwam?(Are

youokaymybaby.)"Shesoundedlike

shewaspanickingabit.

Me:"I'mfinemama."

Mom:"Areyousure?ULunathino

Chulubona?"Shit!

Me:"Uhbarightmama."

Mom:"Manxeleishadoneofher

episodesagain.Shesaysshecan't

seethechosenoneandit'syourfault.



Shesaidifyoudon'tgetthingsright

everythingisgoingtofallapart."Shit!

Shit!

Me:"Whatdoyoumean?"

Mom:"WhatdoyoumeanwhatdoI

mean?!"Thatdidn'tsoundright.

"Yeahwenamntanandini,whatdid

youdo?!"Yoh!Fromsanalwam(my

baby)tomntanandini(youchild)in

suchasplitsecond."Phendula

marn!!"Sheshouted.

Me:"Nothingmom,Idon'tdo



anything."

Mom:"areyousure?Manxeleisnever

wrongaboutthesethingswena!"

Me:"Mom,I'mdrivingcanwetalk

aboutthiswhenIgethome?"

Mom:"YewenaSivuyile!"Shewarned.

Me:"Seriousmama."

Mom:"Fine!Callmeassoonasyou

gethome,notaminutelater!Infact



callmetheminuteyouparkyourcar.

Uyandiva?(doyouhearme?)"

Me:"EweMah.(yesmom)"shesighed

andendedthecall.

WhatdoesshemeanManxelehas

hadoneofherancestralepisodes?

Doesthatmeantheancestorsare

alreadysensingwarningsabout

Lunathi?!WhatamIgoingtodo?I

didn'texpectthemtogetangryso

fast!Iamstillinthefirststepof

tryingtogettheirchosenoneback.

I'mprettysureallmyfamilyis

worriedaboutthe'thingsaregoingto



fallapart'part.Ihavetofixthis.

•

•

•

•

•
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°•SIVUYILE•°

IdidcallmymomtheminuteIgot

home,Ididn'twanttobeatthe

receivingendofherinsults,mymom

isafierceXhosaladyumnqundu

ngumnqundukuye,soIhadtoadhere

byherrules.Iendeduptellingher

aboutmysituationbetweenmeand

Lunathiandboywasshepissedoff,

shesworemeandthreatentotake

mebackinsideherwomb,shesaid

sheisgoingtobeatmeupuntilI

swallowmyownteeth-thatwas

brutal.Ihadtobeghernottotellmy

fatheraboutthisthough,atleastuntil



IfindacommongroundwithLunathi,

she'swasreluctantasshewantedto

tellmydadabouttheaffairright

thereandthenbutIwasnotreadyfor

mydad'sdisappointedlecture.My

momcouldn'tevenexpresshow

disappointedshewasinme,shesaid

shedoesn'tevenwantyoseemy

face.Iunderstood,Ididdisappoint

them.Imeanmydadworkedhardfor

thethrone,eventhoughatfirsthe

didn'twantitbutbecauseitwashis

birthrighthesatonitandheruledhis

kingdomintoprosperity,heuplifted

thecommunityanddevelopeditinto

somethingverybeautifulasitisthe



Kingdomisoneofthemost

developedKingdomsinthe

world,that'showwebecamefamous.

AndthenhereIammessinguphis

hardwork.

JustbecauseIcheatedonLunathi

doesn'tmeanIdon'tloveher,Ilove

herbeyondimagination.YesIknow

thatshewasforcedintomebythe

ancestorsbutsomehowIfoundmy

selfdrawntoher,Ifelldeeperand

deeperforher,itwasasifIhadno

controlovermyemotions.Iquickly

learnttoloveher,butonethingthatI

forgottodo,somethingvery

important,Iforgottoshowher



appreciation,Ididn'tappreciateher.

Thatiswhatdrovemetocheaton

her,itwasn'therfault,itwasallme!

Lunathiiseverythingthataman

needsinawoman-she's

beautiful,smart,respectful,humble,in

factshe'saexactlywhatIwouldpen

downasmyperfectidealwoman.But

again,Itookthatforgranted,Ifailedto

maintainmylustfuleye,IforgotthatI

amnolongerwithThandiwe,Iam

nowwiththemostperfectwifeI

couldeveraskfor-Iforgottoremind

myselfofthatverysingleday.One

thingaboutmostmenisthattheyfail

toseethebeautyinfrontoftheir



eyes,theyonlyrealisewhattheyhave

whenit'sgone,Iampartofthat'men

organisation'.Ishould'vehave

focusedonmywifeinsteadofliving

lifeashowIdidbeforeImarriedher,I

won'tblameanyonebutmyselffor

whateverishappeningrightnow.I

justhopethatshewillfinditdeepin

herwouldtoforgivemeforwhatIdid

toher,andthatshewillonceagainbe

backinmylifeasmywife.Ireally

fuckedupthistimearound.

°•BOITUMELO•°



Ihaveofficiallymovedinwith

Asenathi,andImustsayherflatis

reallybeautifulIdoseemyselfliving

hereforalongwhile,but

unfortunatelyIneedmyownspace.I

knowifImoveinhere

permanently,Sivuyilewouldbehere

allthedamntimepesteringmeabout

hischeatingnonsense.

Iwasinthekitchencookingdinner

formeandAsenathiwhenIreceived

acallfromthequeen.ImustsayI've

beenavoidinghercallslately,Idon't

whattosaytoher,isshegoingto

empathisewithme?Orusshegoing

totakeherson'ssideasshenormally



does?What.Thephonestopped

ringing,Iletoutasighofrelieve.Not

asecondafterbreathing,itstarted

ringingagain,Igatheredmygutsand

answered.

Me:"HelloMah."

Mrs'D:"Lunathi,finallymybaby."

Maybeshedoesn'tknowwhat

happenedbetweenmeandherson,I

cannotbelieveSivuyilerightnow!

Me:"hiMah,howareyou?"



Mrs'D:"Ishouldbeaskingyouthat

questionmybaby.Iheardwhatthat

bigheadedsonofminedid,areyou

okay?Whereareyoustaying?"Ohh

hedid!

Me:"ImfineMah,I'mjusttaking

thingsastepatatime.I'mcrashing

withafriendatthemoment."

Mrs'D:"Ican'tbelievethatboy!Why

wouldhelethissmallheadcontrol

himinsteadoflettingthebigone

controlhim.Idon'tknowwherehe



learntthisnonsenseofcheating

causenoonehasdoneithereinthis

family!"Ihonestlydidnotwanttotalk

aboutthisbecauseitwasonly

openingupwoundsthataretryingto

heal."IsweartoGodIamgoingto

dealwiththatchildassoonasIland

inJoburgtoday!"

Me:"Today?Youarecominghere?"

Mrs'D:"Yes,I'monmywaytothe

airportaswespeak."Ijusthopeshe

won'taskmetomeetupwithher!I

can'tsaynotoher,actuallynoone



cansaynotoher."Didyouhearme

Lunathi?"Shoot!

Me:"EhMah?"

Mrs'D:"Hehlomntwana!Ndithi,Ihope

Iamgoingtoseeyouinthehouse

tomorrowforLunch."OhNo!

Me:"I'msorrymah,Ican'tdolunch

tomorrowIhavelateclasses."

Mrs'D:"Haysuka!It'sFriday,Iknowyou

onlyhave1classonFridaysandI



knowby12pmyouwillbedone."

ThishadSivuyilewrittenalloverit!I

can'tbelievehe'sbringinghismomto

fighthisbattles,howpathetic!

Me:"Uh...yeah."

Mrs'D:"Iknowyoudon'twanttocome

becauseofthatrottenpotato,butyou

won'tbetherehim,youwillbethere

forme.Pleasemybaby."Ohshit!I

sighed.

Me:"OkayfineMah,I'llcome."



Mrs'D:"Great!I'llmakesurethatI

prepareyourfavouritemeal."Ismiled.

Me:"Doyouevenknowwhatitis?"

Mrs'D:"OfcourseIdo.Undithatha

kanjani."Webothlaughed.Ican't

believeI'mlaughingwiththat

cheatersmom,butshedidn'tdome

wrongafterall-eventhoughour

'relationship'didtakeaknockdown

afterthewholesextapesaga."I'llsee

youtomorrowkentombam."Isaid

mygoodbyesasshehungupthecall.



"Andthatsmile?"Iquicklyturned

onlytoseeAsenathistandingbehind

mewithaninquisitivelookonher

face.

Me:"OhhthatwasyourAunt."

Ase:"Who?Nomzwakhe?"

Me:"haymarn!Whywouldthatone

callmeandleavemewithasmile."

Ase:"Whoknows?Phelawenayou



arethefavouriteDlaminiMakoti."As

if!

Me:"mxm.ImeantSivuyile'smom."

Ase:"Ohh,whatdidshewant?"

Me:"Shewasjustinvitingmefor

lunchtomorrow."

Ase:"andwenayouweresmiling

because?"

Me:"It'sjustsomethingshesaid.You



won'tgetit."

Ase:"Mmmmh.Sowhatdidyousay?"

Me:"Isaidyes,obviously.Youknow

howyourAuntis."

Ase:"Idoyoudon'thavetoexplain."I

wasexpectingabitofjudgement

there."Weneedtomakesurethat

youlookbombtomorrow!"

Me:"ayywhy?"



Ase:"ahhbecauseyouaregoingto

seeyourmotherin-lawandIam

prettysurethatbhutiisalsogoingto

bethere,soyouneedtoslayand

showhimwhathismissingouton."

Me:"wouldn'tthatbeextra?Imean

it'sjustlunchathomenogal."

Ase:"thereisnosuchthingasextra

sisi.Especiallywhenitcomesto

showingoffyouyourenemies."

Wheredidtheytakethisonethough?

Me:"SoIshoulddressupforSivuyile



justtoproveapoint?"

Ase:"yesdear!Heshouldknowknow

thathelostoutonsomething

precious!Infactweshouldjustgo

andattackthatbitchasssidechick

ofhis."Ichuckled.

Me:"yano,wearenotdoingthat."

Ase:"Youaresuchapartypopper.

Butyouarestillgettingprettyforthat

lunch.Iamnottakingnoforan

answerlikeyourmom!"Ilaughed.



Me:"Fine!"

Ase:"Andwearegoingouttomorrow

night."

Me:"No!"

Ase:"Yes!"

Me:"No!"

Ase:"Yes!Aren'tyoutiredofmopping



around,I'mprettysurethedairy

familyistiredofmovinginyourtaste

buds."WTF!

Me:"FYI,eatingicecreaminbedis

muchbetterthanbeingoutthereand

dancingwithstrangers."

Ase:"ohcomeon!Youneedtoget

yourlifebackinorder.Eversinceyou

movedinhere,you'vebeeneatingice

creamandcrying!YeahI'veseenyou

crymultipleoftimes,Istilldon'tget

whyyouhidewhenyouarecrying.

OneofthereasonswhyIaskedyou



tomoveinherewasformetogive

youmoralsupportNathi,Iwantyou

toknowthatIamherefor.Ifyou

wanttocry,myshoulderisavailable.

Youdon'tneedtocryincornersand

hideawayyouremotions.I'mherefor

youbabes."Ismiledandgavehera

hug.Ididn'tthinkthatshewould

noticemypitypartysessions,I

alwaysthoughIwasdoinggoodat

hidingfromher.Iguessshereallyis

agoodfriend.

Me:"Thanksbabe.Fromnowon,Iwill

cometoyouwhenIfeellikecrying."



Ase:"Haysisi!Nomoretears.I'll

nameyouDikelediifyoukeepon

crying.Youneedtomoveonfrom

this,yesIknowithurtsandthisis

yourfirstheartbreak,butthat's

doesn'tmeanyouhaveto.letit

consumeyou.You'vecriedenough

sis,itsnotyiurfaultthathecheated

onyousoyoucan'tbesittinghere

andcryingasifyoudidsomeone

wrong.Youdidn'tdoanything

wrong,youshouldfocusonthatand

moveonwithyourlife.I'mnotsaying

moveonfrommybrotherthough,I

dowantyoutogetbacktogether,you



guysaresoulmatesBUTyoudoneed

toteachhimalessonaboutthis!You

needtolethimknowthathecan't

cheatonyouandgetawaywith

it,onceyou'vetaughthimthatlesson

onlythewillIencourageyouto

forgivehim.Fornowsis,liveand

enjoyyourlifetothefullest!Enjoy

yourfreedom,whoknowswhenyou

willgetitagain!"Ismiledwithtears

forminginmyeyes."Haike!Dikeledi!"

Ilaughedatthat.

Me:"Whoknewthatyouhadsomuch

senseinyou.Heh!Umsabeumntu."

Shechuckled.



Ase:"Haibo!Whatdoyoutakeme

for?"Asenselesspartyanimal."So

wearegoingouttomorrow?"

Me:"Thanksforthepeptalkbabe,but

it'sstillanoforthenightout."

Ase:"mxm.Youaresuchabore.Dish

upinhungry!"Howrude!Shewalked

totheloungeandsatdowninfrontof

theTV.

•

•



ItwasFriday,thedaytomeetwithmy

motherinlawfinallyarrived.Iwas

nervousbecauseIdidn'tknowwhat

toexpect,Imeanwasshegoingto

receivemewell?YesIknowshe

soundedokayoverthephonebutyou

neverknowhey!

UnfortunatelyIdidtakeupAsenathi's

ideatolookpretty,sheeventookit

uponherselftochooseaoutfitfor

meandtomyface-whichbytheway

Ifeltwastotallyunnecessary.She

wantedtogooverboardwiththis

wholedressingupthing,Ihadto

remindherthatIamnotdramaticlike

her.Sheendedupsettlingforashort



bodyhuggingdress,itwasgreyin

colourandithadshortsleevesI

paireditupwithmyblacksandles,

shewentforthealmostnaturallook

formyface,butshedidinsistona

pinkcolouredlipstickasshedidn't

wantmetolookdull-herwords,not

mine.Shereallyturnedmeintoher

dolltodayshame,notthatIam

complainingthoughbecauseIdid

lookgoodorshouldIsay'pretty'.

Ase:"yaaaasQueen!!"Shecheeredas

Itwirledinfrontofher."Nowgoand

showhimwhathe'smissingouton!"I

smiledasItookmyslingandexiting



thedoortothecar..theQueen

insistedonSizwefetchingmetoday.

ThedrivewasbitshortasIwas

focusedonmyownthoughts.I

jumpedoffthevehicleandmademy

waytothefrontdoorSivuyile'scar

wasonthedriveway.Icouldn'tbring

myselftoknockonit.Ilookedand

feltstupid,Ican'tbelieveIletAsenathi

talkmeintocomingherelookinglike

this,damn!Okayyoucandothisgirl!

YouareBontle'ssisterafterall!I

meanyoudidn'tleaveschoolearly

juststandonthedooranddonothing!

Okayheregoesnothing!

●



°•SIVUYILE•°

Knock!Knock!

Me:"Momyouexpectingvisitors

kanti?"

Mom:"Justgetthedoorwena!"Wow!

Ican'tbelievethatshedidn'ttellme

thatweweregoingtohavevisitors.I

stoodupfromthecouchandwentto

openthedoor.TheminuteIopenedit,

myeyeswentbigasgolfballs.There

shewasstandinginfrontofme

lookingasenticingasever,mymouth

wasslightly.Ihaven'tseeherindays,



sheblockedmeonallsocialmedia

platformsbutshehasn'tblockedmy

callsbecausetheydostillgothrough

whenIcallher.

Me:"Hey."Ifinallymanagetosay.All

ofsuddenIwasfeelingnervous,my

palmsweresweatyandmyheartwas

beatinginitsownrhythm.

Lunathi:"Hi.Isyourmomhere?"Well

thatwascold.Icouldn'thelpbutkeep

mystareonher,myeyesranthrough

herbodyandbacktoherchin.I

missedherwithmyall,Imissed



everythingabouther,Imissed

runningmyfingerthroughthatlittle

scaronherchinaftermakinglove.I

missedfeelingherbodyonmybody,I

missedherstupidjokesnot

forgettinghermadeupwords.Iwas

notcopingatallwithouther,I'vetried

todistractmyselfwithworkand

alcoholbutIwouldalwaysfind

myselftextingorcallingher.Imissed

hersweetlaughandsweetvoice,I

missedhowhereyeswouldglow

withtearswhenIteaseherabout

something,myveryowncrybaby.

"Uhmhello!"Shebroughtmebackto

tothelandoftheliving.



Me:"Ohyeah,uhmcomein."Imade

wayforherandsheentered.The

dresswasnicelyhuggingherbody

andexposingallherassets."Uhm

she'sinthekitchen.Youcansitthere

andwaitforher."Ipointedhertothe

lounge,Ican'tbelieveI'mleadingher

totheloungelikeshe'sastranger.

Shedecidedtositabitfurtherfrom

me."Souhm,howhaveyoubeen?

School?"Damn!Isoundedlikea

nervoushighschoolkidgivinga

speech!



Lunathi:"Imfine."Ohshedoesn'task

me

Me:"That'sgood.So-"

Lunathi:"Sivuyile,I'mnothereto

makesmalltalkwithyou.I'mjust

herebecauseyourmomaskedmeto

comehere,ifIknewyouweregoing

tobehereIwouldhavedeclined

becauseyourpresencesickensme!"I

won'tlie,thatreallyhithard.Icouldn't

believethatthiswasherspeaking

likethistome.ItsoundedlikeBontle

wastheonetalking.



Me:"oh."Iunderstoodwhereshewas

comingfrom,ofcourseshewasn't

goingtoforgivemejustlikethat,I

neededtoearnherforgivenessand

hertrust.AtthispointallIhavetodo

istokeepquietandfighttheurge

thatIhavetohugherandkissthe

livingdaylightsoutofher,Ihadto

restrainmyselfandmyemotions.My

momwalkedin,blazingtheawkward

roomwithhersmile.

Mom:"Lunathi,I'msogladthatyou

arehere.Comeandgivemeahug."



Shestoodupandmetmomhalfway

asshegaveherahug.AtthatpointI

wishedIwastheonegettingthehug.

Theysatdown.I'mreallynotmadat

mymomfornottellingmeaboutthis

lunchwithLunathi,maybeshe

thoughtIwasgoingtotryandavoid

beinghere,butIwasn't.Infactifshe

toldme,Iwouldn'tevenhave

botheredtogotoworktoday.

Lunathi:"UhIdidn'tknowthatSivuyile

wasgoingtohere."Shereallydoesn't

wantmehere.



Mom:"Iknow,IfiguredifItoldyou

abouthimyouweregoingtorefuse

tocome.Ijustwantedtohaveyou

bothheresothatIcantalktoyou

guysaboutthesituationthatyouare

in."

Lunathi:"Withallduerespectmah,I'm

nottheonethatneedstobetalkedto.

Ididn'tdoanythingwrong,itwasin

factyoursonwhodecidedtogoout

ofourmarriageandhaveanoffice

affair."

Mom:"Iknowmybaby,Iknow.Ijust



wantedyouguystotalkyourissues

out.Youbothknowwhat'satstake

here,eventhoughyouLunathiareat

anadvantage."Ohshit!"Youguys

knowverywellthatyourmarriage

bindsalotofpeople."

Lunathi:"WhatdoyoumeanI'matan

advantagemah?"Ohshit!Ohshit!

Heregoesmychanceofwinningher

back.

Mom:"Imeanyouknowthewhole

thingaboutancestorsbeingonyour

sideshouldyoudecidetoleavethe



marriagebecauseofoursons."

That'sit!Iamdone!Thatwasthe

finalnailtothecoffin.

Lunathi:"Waitwhat?!Ididn'tknow

aboutthat."

Mom:"Wha-youdidn'tknow?He

didn'ttellyou?"Iknowthatmymom

istryingtohelpme,butrightnowshe

isdiggingmygrave.

Lunathi:"No,Iguessheforgotto

mentionthatpieceofinformation

becauseheknewhewasgoingto



hurtmelikethis."

Me:"Babythat'snottr-"

Lunathi:"Shutup!Youknowwhat,I

amdone!Iamdonewithyou,Iam

donewiththisfamily.Youkeptthis

frommebecauseyouwantedmeto

beastupidwifewhowouldstaywith

younomatterwhatyoudobecause

shehasafearthatifsheleavesshe

willbeseverelypunishedbytheGods!

Youwantedtokeepmeinthedarkso

thatyoucanusemetothebestof

yourability!Youareaselfishman



SivuyileDlamini!Ihateyousomuch

rightnow,Idon'teverwanttoseeyou

again."Shewasonherfeetastears

streameddownherface,myheart

bledasshesaidallthosewordsto

me.

Mom:"WoahLunathisisiclam

down,calmdownmntanam."

Lunathi:"Nomah.AllalongI'vebeen

stupidthinkingthatSivuyileloves

me,kantinohewaswithmebecause

ofhisfamily.Ifhereallylovedhe

wouldhavetoldmeaboutthisthe



minutehefoundoutaboutit,but

insteadhekeptquietaboutit

becauseheknewthathewasgoing

tomessupasusualandIwould

leavehimandthatwouldmakethe

Kingdomcrumble."Sheturnedto

lookatme."Youwerewithmeforthe

beneficialofyourfamily."

Me:"Ofcoursenotmylove.Idolove

you,youknowthattoo."

Lunathi:"Saveit!YouknowIknowat

thebeginningthiswasamarriageto

appeasetheGods,butIthought



alongthelinewefoundlove.ButI

waswrong,inyourmindyoustillhad

thethoughtthatIwasonlymarried

intothisfamilyforitsbeneficial,you

claimtolovemebutyoukeepon

hurtingmeandbreakingmytrust!"

Me:"Okaybaby,listen.Letmeexplain

mylove."Iwasnowalsoonmyfeet

gettingclosertoher.

Lunathi:"Don'ttouchme!"Shesaidas

Itriedtoholdherhands."MrsDlamini,

thankyouforhavingmebutIwillbe

onmywaynow.Myfamilywillbein



touchwithyoursaboutendingthis

marriage."Itriedtoholdherhand

again,sheyankeditoffandrushed

outthelounge.

Mom:"HayusibuleleSivuyile,usibulele

mntanam.(Youhavekilledus

Sivuyile,youhavekilledusmychild.)"

Shesatdownonthesofalooking

defeated.Iwasstillshockedatthe

factthatLunathiwantedtoendour

marriageforgood.Iwasindisbelief.

○

°•BOITUMELO•°

Iwascryingallthewaytotheflat.



Sizweendedupgivingmeawhole

boxoftissuesbecauseIkepton

sniffing.Iwasreallyhurt,Sivuyilehas

onceagainstompedonmytrustand

onmyheart.Heknewthathewas

goingtohurtmeintheendand

becausehe'saselfishguyhestill

wantedmeinhislifeforhisown

beneficial,that'swhyhedidn'ttellme

thatIcanleavethismarriageifhe

treatsmelikeshit.Hewantedmeto

staywhilehetreatsmelikea

worthlesspieceofgarbage,heisa

disgustinghumanbeing!Ihatehim

somuch!Iamangryathim,Ijust

wanttoscreamathimandbeathim



up!Ifhe'smomdidn'ttellmeabout

this,Iwouldhavewentbacktohim

andhewouldcarryonandcheaton

mewothmultiplegirlsandIwouldbe

forcedtostayallinthenameofthe

Gods!Heplayedmeforafool!He

longplannedtobreakmyheart!Was

thisrevenge?Wasitbecausethings

betweenhimandThandiwedidn't

workout?Didhewanttohurtmethe

samewayThandiwehurthim?Does

hemaybeblamemeforThandiwe's

infidelity?Maybehedoes,Imeanwhy

elsewouldhewanttobesocruelto

me?

Thecarcametoahaltattheparking



lot,Iquicklygotoutthecarand

rushedinsidetheflat.TheminuteI

gotinsideAsenathi'sflat,Iruntoher

intheloungeandwailedmytearsout.

Ase:"Whathappened?"Sheasked

afterlettingmecryinherchestfora

fewminutes.Istartednarratingthe

wholestorytoher."Waitbabe,don't

youthinkyouareblowingthingsway

outofproportion?Iknowforsure

thatmybrotherlovesyou.Maybehe

hadvalidreasonwhyhedidn'ttellyou

aboutthis,I'mprettysureusingyou

isnotoneofthem."



Me:"ThenwhydoIfeelsoused?"

Ase:"Youarestillhurtbabe,youare

confused.Justdon'tmakeanyrash

decisioninthisstate,please."Ikept

quietforawhile.

Me:"Iwanttogoouttonight."

Ase:"Areyousure?"

Me:"Yes.Ineedtoforgetaboutallof

this."



Ase:"Alrightythen!LetmetextMark!"

Wewereintheclubdancingand

drinkingthenightaway.Iwasinthe

partymode,myproblemsseemed

minorbecauseIwasdrunkandnot

thinkingaboutanything.

Busani:"Areyouokay?I'veneverseen

youdrinklikethisbefore."Yeshewas

alsohere,hetriedtoignoremewhen

wefirstgotherebuthefailed

dismallyatit.



Me:"Youdon'tknowhowIdrink."

Busani:"Woah!Easy!"Heraiseduphis

handsinsurrender.Hewassuddenly

lookingrathercute.

Me:"Wannadance?"

Busani:"Who?Me?"

Mark:"Ofcourseshesaidyou

dummy."

Busani:"Mxm.Leadthewaymylady."



Istoodupandledthewaytothe

dancefloorwithadance.Hejoined

me,andwestarteddancingwith

eachother,hewasprettyclosetomy

bodyandwemovedalongtothe

rhythmofthesong.Iwasinthezone

ofthedancing,Ifoundmyself

grindingandtwerkingonhim,hewas

enjoyingitbecauseheheldmetightly

asIdidthat.Alittlevoicewas

whisperingthatwhatIwasdoingwas

wrong,whiletherewasthisloudone

screaming'YOLO'-Ilistenedtothe

loudonandcarriedonwiththe

dancing!Thiswasmelooseningup.

▪



▪

▪

▪

▪
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Thenightwasstillgoingverywellfor

me.Iwasdrinkingthenightawayand



dancinglikemylifedependedonit.

Busaniwasstilltryingtokeepupwith

meinthedancefall,eventhoughI

hadstoppedthe'erotic'dancemoves.

Hetriedmakingmovesonmeby

kissingme,butIkeptonpushinghim

away.AsmuchasIwouldloveto

hurtSivuyile,Iwouldn'tdoitthatway.

I'mnotthatkindofaperson,I'mnot

that'sspiteful.Mark,hisfriendsand

Asenathijoinedusonthedancefloor

andwedancedalongtothemusic.

Forthefirsttimeever,Iwasdrunk!

MyphonevibratedinmypocketasI

wasdancingtomyfavouritesong,I

answereditwithoutlookingatthe



callerid.

Me:"What?"Isaidinmydrunken

speechasImovedabitfurtherfrom

thecrowd.

"Punkie!Whereareyou?"Iquickly

lookedatthescreenasIcouldn't

recognisethevoiceofthecaller.

Me:"Bontle?"

Bontle:"Yesdummy!Areyouhavinga

partyatyourhouse?Andyoudidn't



inviteme,yourfavouritesister?Wow!"

Me:"There'snopartyhere!"Isaid

loudly.

Bontle:"Wait!Don'ttellmeyouare

outpartying.It'slateatnightmarn

Boitumelo.Youshouldbehomewith

yourchildandhusband."

Me:"Thesamehusbandwhowas

fuckinghisPAbehindmyback?"

Bontle:"WHAT?!Hedidwhat?"



Me:"Youheardme.Hewentout

thereandfuckedhisPAfor2whole

months,whilemyhornyasswasat

hometakingcareofhischildand

makingsurethathedoesn'tgotobed

hungry!IamdonennaBontle!Iam

goingtomarryaPrinceofEngland

notaPrinceofXhosaKingdom,who

doeshethinkheis?!"

Bontle:"Tumibaby,youaredrunk

rightnowandyouarenotmaking

sense.Whoareyouwithrightnow?"



Me:"Asenathiandherman."Beep!

"Bontle?Hello?Hawu!Iwasstill

tellingyouaboutmyaboutSivuyile's

hoeingwaystje.Tjoshe'sdropped

thecall,mxm."Imovedthroughthe

crowdandwentbacktoourbooth.

Asenathiwasalsosittingthere

talkingonherphone.Itookaglassof

champagneonthetable,justasIwas

abouttoplaceitonmymouthand

drinkAsenathisnatcheditandputit

backonthetable.Sheshookher

head.Shetookherphoneoffherear

andlookedatme

Ase:"wearegoinghome."



Me:"Hayywhy?Thenightisstill

young,andsoarewe."Isang.

Ase:"Yoursisterwantsyouinbed

ASAPandsheneedsyousober

tomorrow."

Me:"Partypoopers!"Asenathistarted

gatheringourbelongings.Shetook

myhandandhelpedmethroughthe

crowdandoutthedoorwewent."We

areleavingtheguysbehind?"



Ase:"Yes....Shit!Bhutiishere."

Me:"Where?"Shepointedatthe

parkinglotandIsawSivuyileandhe's

friendsmakingtheirwaytothe

entrance."Iwanttoconfronthim."

Ase:"No!"

Me:"Please,I'mfeelingsabitgutsy

rightnow."

Ase:"No!I'msurehecamehere

causeheknowsthatyouarehere.



Let'sGo!"Sheshovedmetothecarin

frontofus,shepushedmeinand

wentaheadtogetinthefront."Hey

baby."Shekissedthedriver.Whatthe

actualfuck?ImeanwejustleftMark

intheclubandheresheiskissing

anotherman?Iwastoodrunktosay

anythingaboutwhatwashappening.

○

○

°•SIVUYILE•°

AfterLunathileftmyhouse,mom

startedlecturingmeabouthow

wrongIwasfornottellingLunathi

truth,shetoldmethatIneededtodo



everythinginmypowertogether

backbecausetheKingdom'sfuture

dependsonher.Icouldn'tevengoto

workafterthelunch,Iwentstraight

tomyroomandstayedinthere

thinkingaboutwhatshesaid.

"Iamdonewithyou!"

"Myfamilywillbeincontactabout

endingthismarriage."

Myhappylittlelifewascomingtoan

endbecauseofmystupidity,because

IassumedthatLunathiwasn't

enoughforme-whichwaswrong.I

reallyfuckedupandIreallywantedto

fixthingswithher,theloveIhavefor



heristoomuchtoletgoofwhatwe

have.

Iwassittingintheroomlookingat

herpicturesonmyphone,Ichuckled

asIrememberhowshealwayssent

mefewofherpictureseveryday.My

phonewasfilledwithherpictures,you

wouldswearthatshedidn'thaveher

ownphone,she'salwaystaking

selfiesinherownwords:"Selfiesare

life."Ipostedoneofmyfavourite

selfieofheronmyInstastory.Ireally

fuckedup,honestlyspeaking.

MyphonerangwasIwasstill

admiringherpictures.



Me:"Tata."

Dad:"Sivuyilendiyintonikuwe?"

Me:"Huh?"

Dad:"Iaskedyouquestion,whatamI

toyou?"

Me:"Mydad."Iansweredunsure.

Dad:"AfterthatwhatamItoyou?"



Me:"Myfather."

Dad:"Nowtellmehereson,whyisit

thatIhavetohearfromsomeone

elsethatyouyouhaveputmy

kingdominjeopardy?"Ikeptquiet.

"I'mtalkingtoyou."Hewassocalm

unlikemymom.

Me:"Imsorrytata."

Dad:"Sowenayoudecidedtokeep

thisfrommebecause?"



Me:"Idon'tknow."

Dad:"Youdon'tknow?I'msureyou

know."

Me:"Iwasgoingtotellyou."

Dad:"Whydidyoudoit?"Iknow

exactlywhathewastalkingabout.

Me:"Igottemptedtata.Ididn'tmean

tocheat,I'mreallysorry."



Dad:"Youareapologisingtothe

wrongpersonson."

Me:"She'snotreturninganyofmy

callstata.Idon'tthinkIhaveany

chanceofgettingherback,especially

aftertoday."

Dad:"Whathappened?"Itoldhim

aboutthewholeincidentthattook

place."Sowhat?Youaregoingto

giveuponherbecauseofthat?"

Me:"No."



Dad:"Iknewthatitwastoomuchofa

responsibilityforyoutogetyour

chosenoneattheageyouareat,and

consideringthelifestyleyouwere

living,butIguesstheancestorshad

theirreasonforshowingusyour

chosenoneatsuchanearlystage.I

knewyouwerenotreadythen,butifI

remembercorrectlywhenyoucalled

me4monthsagotellingmethatyou

andLunathiaresolidifyingyour

relationship,didInotaskyouifyou

arereadyforthatkindof

commitment?"



Me:"Iremember."

Dad:"Yousaidyouwereready.SoI

don'tunderstandhowamanwho

soundedinlovelikeyoueasilyturned

toanotherwomanforsex.Howdoes

thathappen?"Ikeptquietnot

knowingwhattosay."Iwillaskyou

thisagainZizi,doyouloveLunathior

areyouwithherforthebenefitofthe

throne?"

Me:"Ilovehertata,Ilovehervery

much."Iansweredinaheartbeat.



Dad:"Iwantyoutothinkaboutthis

carefullymntanam.Doyoureallytruly

loveher."

Me:"I-"

Dad:"Takeyourtimeandthinkabout

it,I'llwait."

Me:"Idon'tneedtothinkaboutittata,

Iknowwhatmyheartwantsandit's

herthatIwant.Iloveher,Iknowit'sa

bitprematurebutIhavecompletely

fallenforher.Ican'thelpmyselftata,

Ifallforhereachandeverythingday,



Iloveeverysinglethingabouther.I

wasjuststupidbygoingoutand

cheatingonher,Ishouldn'thavelet

temptationsgetinmywaytata

becausenowI'velostarealdiamond

tataandIdon'tknowwhattodoto

getherback."Tearsmadetheirway

downmycheeks,Iquicklywiped

themandsnifed.

Dad:"mmmhIhearyou.Nowlistento

meson,ifyouloveherasyousay

thenfightforher,don'tgiveup.And

pleasedon'tfightforherbecauseof

thethrone,fightforherbecauseyou

wanttonotbecauseyouhaveto.



Fightforherbecauseyoulovehernot

becauseshe'sbeneficial.Doyouhear

meSivuyile?Don'tworryaboutthe

throne,worryaboutgettingthelove

ofyourlifeback."IsnifedasIwiped

mynose.

Me:"Ihearyoutataandthankyoufor

thewordsofencouragement."

Dad:"Anddon'tcrowdher,giveher

herspacetoprocessthiswhole

thing,thenstartdoingdamagecontrol.

Thingswillhappenonhertermsnot

yours,youaretheonewhofuckedup



nother."Woah!Mydadjustcursed!

"Anddon'tletyourmotherput

pressureonyoubecauseyoumight

loseLunathiforgood."

Me:"Momisjustworriedaboutthe

throneandtheancestors'

punishment."Hebreathedoutloud.

Dad:"I'mstillaliveandsittingonthe

throne,Iwilltryandreasonwiththem

aboutthiswholesituation.Butyou

alsohavetodosomethingonyour

end.Burntheincenseandspeakto

them,apologiseandseekhelpand



timeyofixthings."

Me:"Doyouthinkthatwillwork?"

Dad:"Idon'tknowson.Itworkedfor

mewhenIwrongedyourmom.But

asyouknowLunathiisaspecial

chosenone,soIdon'tknowwhat's

goingtohappen."IsighedasIfelt

defeated."Don'tlosehopeson,it

mightwork.I'llaskManxeletodoher

bitthissideandyouwilldoyoursthat

side.Rememberyouarenotdoing

thisforthethrone,youaredoingitfor

yourself."



Me:"Yestata,Iwon'tforgetthat.At

thesametimeIdon'twantyoulose

whatyou'veworkedsohardfor

becauseofme."

Dad:"IhopeIwon't.Ithinkthisisyour

test.TheGodsaretestingyourlove

fortheirChosenOne,andifIam

right,ifyoutrytogetbackwithher

becauseofthethronenothingwill

workoutIamtelling."

Me:"Iamnottata."



Dad:"Goodboy.Andtellyourmom

thatIwantherbackinthispalace

tomorrow.Shecan'tbeleavingher

husbandtogoandsortoutagrown

man'sproblems."

Me:"Hahtata"

Dad:"Hayndinyanisile."

Me:"tjoh!I'lltellyourwifetogoback

me."

Dad:"Excellent.Alrightkenyana."



Thatwashisgoodbye

Me:"Sharptaima."

Dad:"RememberwhatIsaid,giveher

herspace."

Me:"Eweta."Hehungupthecall.

ImustsayIreallyneededtospeakto

mydadaboutthissituation,Ishould

havetoldhimbeforeItoldmymom.

Wellifonlyiknewthathewasgoing

tobethischilledaboutthissituation

andgivemeadvice,Iwouldhavetold



himsooner.Kwonderwhotoldhim

aboutthis,wellwhoeveritisIam

greatfulltothatpersonbecausenow

Ifeelrevived,myfightingspiritisten

timesbetternowafterthatcall.

LaterthatnightIsawAsenathi's

WhatsAppstatus,sheposteda

pictureofherandLunathicaptioned

:"Nightoutwithmydarlingsister."I

knowmydadsaidIshouldgiveher

space,butthatdoesn'tmeaninthat

spaceIcanletmenswoopinand

touchmywife.IknowImessed

up,butsheisstillmywife.Itextedmy

friendsinourgroupchat,yeswealso



haveagroupchatnothingwrongwith

that.AnywayItextedthemtelling

themaboutmyidea,ittookalotof

persuadingbeforetheyagreedto

comingwithmetotheclub.Thingis

theywerealsostillmadatmefor

whatIdidtoLunathi,theyhadgrown

asoftspotforherandIdon'tblame

them,she'ssoeasytolove.Ithink

Lunganionlygreedbecausehewas

goingtogetachancetosee

Asenathi,God!

Themba:"Sowhichclubdidtheygo

to?"



Me:"Idon'tknow."

Ayanda:"Areyourserious?Sowe

cameherefornothing?"

Me:"Wewilllookaroundinnearby

clubs,amsurewewillfindthemin

oneofthem."

Themba:"Areyouseriousrightnow?

Sowearegoingtoturninto

investigatorsbecauseyoudon'twant

yourwifetodothesamethingyou



did?"Hewastheonemoremadat

me.

Me:"ComeonThembabro."

Themba:"mxm."

Lungani:"Letsjusttakeitasaroad

tripnyanaguys."

Nkazi:"Weallknowwhyyouareon

hissiderightnow."

Lungani:"Shutup!I'mjusttryingto



helpafriend."

Ayanda:"Yeahright.Whydon'tyou

callAsenathiandaskherwhereshe

is?"

Me:"She'snottakingmycalls."

Nkazi:"Whatiftheydidn'tgo

clubbing?"

Me:"Asenathidoesn'tdorestaurants

onaFridaynighthle."



Themba:"Fine.Let'scheckoutthe

clubsnearherflat."

Lunga:"Yoh!There'saboutfour

there."

Me:"Wait!Howdoyouwhereshe

stays?"Wealllookedathim?

Lungani:"Uhuhm...I'vepickedupon

itintheconversationsthatwehave."

Me:"mmmh."Iwasseriousaboutnot

wantingmysister'sdatinganyofmy



friends,theyarebadnews!

Themba:"Letsgo!"

Westartedcheckingouttheclubsin

Asenathi'sarea,andunfortunatelywe

didn'tfindtheminthefirstwoclubs.

Nkazi:"I'mhungry."Hesaidasweleft

thethirdclub.

Ayanda:"Letshopewewillfindthem

inthelastone."Wedroveofffor.10

minutesuntilwereachedthelast

clubinthearea,Iwassilentlypraying



thatwefindtheminthisone.Iwasn't

goingtobotherher,Iwasjustgoing

towatchherfromafarandmaybe

reactwhenIseesomethingIdon't

likehappening.

Themba:"ThisiswhatLuzukodoes

whenhe'swifegoesout,andbythatI

meanonlygangstersdowhatweare

doing."Iwasnotinthemoodforhis

negativity.

Lungani:"Letsgoin."Wewalkedto

theentrance."Damn!That'sagreat

asscolour."Hewaslookingatthe



mattegreenBMWinfrontofus.We

allmumbledinagreementasthecar

droveoff.Wewentstraightinthe

club.Weorderedafewbeersand

wenttositatthetopareaoftheclub,

Istooduponmyfeetandstarted

lookingatthegroundfloorhopingto

spotmywifeandmysister.

Themba:"Wait!Isn'tthatthekid

who.isheadoverheelsLunathi?"He

pointedinthecrowd,Ilookedat

wherehewaspointing.Andindeedit

wasthecheeseboy,hewassitting

withsomeguysandoneofthose

guyswasaguyI'veseenwitharound



Asenathi.

Me:"Theymustbehere."

Themba:"Howdoyouknow?"

Me:"That'sAsenathi'sboy."

Lungani:"Where?"Hecametostand

nexttous."Where?"Ijustlookedat

himandsaidnothingthiswasnotthe

time.tobeentertaininghisuseless

crushonAsenathi.

Westoodthereforabout15minutes



waitingforthemtoshowup,butthey

didn't.Igaveupandtoldtheguys

thatwecanleave,theydidn'tprotest

eventhoughAyandahadalready

foundhimselfagirlkeepinghim

company.Welefttheclub,out

missionwasfruitless.

Ayanda:"YouknowIhadthatinthe

bag?"

Nkazi:"Yourdickneedstorest

ntwana,wedidyouafavour."

Ayanda:"Mxm.Bloodycockblockers."



○

Iwasintheofficeworkingona

proposalforapotentialclient.This

wastheonlythingkeepingmemy

mindoccupiedwithanythingelsebut

Lunathi,that'swhyIcametoworkon

aSaturday.MymomleftforECearly

thismorning,andIwasglad.Ineeded

myspacetoworkthroughmy

problemsonMYOWN.Iwasabit

disappointedthatwedidn'tfind

LunathiattheClublastnightatthe

sametimeIwashappy,happythatI

didn'tgettowitnessherbeing

touchedbysomeoneelse-ifthatdid

happen.



Asecurityguardwalkedintomy

officepantingandsweating.

Me:"Josephyini?(Whatisit?)"

Joseph:"mnumzane,phuthuma

khonaintokaziemoshaimotoyakho

langaphandle(Sir,hurrythere'salady

ruiningyourcaroutside.)"

Me:"Ini?!(What?)"Irushedoutthe

officewithhimfollowingme.

Joseph:"Yenzakancanenayolento



marn!(Thisthingistakingtoolong.)"

I'massuminghewastalkingabout

thelift.Wereachedthegroundfloor,I

couldhearmycaralarmgoingcrazy.

IranoutsideasIhadparkedthecar

rightinfrontofthebuilding."Uphi

manje?(Whereisshe?)"Ididn'tcare

abouttheperson.Iwasgobsmacked

whenIsawwhatstoodinfrontofme.

MycarBMWi8wascoveredinRed,

nothat'snotit'soriginalcolour.

Someonedecidedtodecorateitby

pouringredpaintallovermycar.I

heldmyhardwithbothmyhands,my

mouthandeyeswerewideopen,I

wasindisbelief!Mycarwasruined!



Thiswasnotjustacar,itwasvery

special.Itwasagiftfrommyparents,

myheadwasspinning!Iwas

sweating.

"Yeahjounonsense!"IsawBontle

comingupfrombehindthethecar

withaknifeinherhand.Shesaw

me,shewalkedtomepointingthe

knifetome,Josephquicklystoodin

frontofme,Irealisedshehada

sjambokinherotherhand.

Me:"Whatdidyoudo?"Isaidinalow

tone.ImovedbehindJosephand



startedwalkingaroundthecar."What

didyoudomarn?!!"Ishouted.

Bontle:"Yey!Ididtheexactsame

thingyoudidtomysister.Yousee

thatred,itrepresentsthepainmy

sisterisfeelingrightnowbecauseof

you.Howdareyoucheatonmysister

youcow?!!"Shetriedgettingcloserto

mebutJosephheldherback."Hay

voetsekwena!"

Joseph:"Ntombazana!!"

Ilookedatmycaronceagainbefore

lettingoutaloudscream.Bontle



shruggedherselfoffJoseph.She

pointedmewiththesjambok.

Bontle:"YoubrokemyPunkie'sheart

wenaassehole!YouareluckythatI

amaverykindheartedperson,ifI

wasanotherpersonIwouldhave

donefarworsethanthis."Kind

hearted?Whatcouldbeworsethan

this?"InfactIamnotdonewithyou!

Myarmsarejusttiredfromallthe

artwork,ifbitIwouldhavewhipped

yourassuntilyoucallallyourfamily

membersincludingyourancestors."



Me:"WhatthehellBontle!Ithought

meandyouhadanunderstanding."

Bontle:"Understandyamasepa.Just

becauseyougavemeasheepyou

thinkIwilllookawayatthehurtyou

causedmysister?!Unyile!Nosheep

orcowwillmakemeforgetwhatyou

did.EvenifPunkieforgivesyou,nnaI

won't.IwillmakesureIwhipyourass

everytimeIseeyou.Haobapalweha

Mokoena!Otlatsha!(Youdon'tplay

attheMokoenas!Youwillgetburnt!"

Shewalkedawaytohercar,she

stoodbythedoor."Iamnotdone

withyouwena!"Sheshowedmethe



knife,thenshewhippedthefloorwith

thesjambokbeforeshegotintoher

caranddrivingoff.

Iwasshockedandhurtatthesame

time.Thiscarwasapartofme,I've

onlyhaditfor5months.Bontlereally

didhurtmewhereithurtsthemost.

Thiswaspurebadluck,theonetimeI

decidetocometoworkwithoutmy

bodyguardsthishappens.Iwalked

aroundthecaronemoretime

inspectingitthoroughly,everything

wasred!Thetyreswereslashed,soI

hadnotransporttotakemehome.

Myprizedpossessionisruined!



•

•

•
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°•BONTLE•°



Me:"Bontlecalmdownhle."

Bontle:"Calmdown?Whydidn'tyou

tellmethatbastardcheatedonyou?"

She'sbeenpacingupanddownever

sinceshegothere,andsheislivid

andshehadthesjambokinherhand.

Me:"Iwantedtoprocessthiswhole

thingbymyselfbeforeIinvolveother

people."

Bontle:"SoIam'otherpeople'now?"



Shemadeinvertedcommasintheair.

"Iamsoangryrightnow!EntlekI

shouldhaveburnthiscarinsteadof

pouringpaintoverit."What!

Me:"Wait!Youdidwhat?"Asenathi

cameintotheloungelaughing.

Ase:"awwthathaBontles!"She

laughedevenmore.TosayIwas

shockedwouldbeunderstatement.

Bontle:"Yes!Irepainteditwitharead

paintandIslashedhistyres.Ifit

wasn'tforthesecurityguardmaybeI



wouldhavewhippedhimtoo."Ohmy

God!Iknowthatmysisteris

crazy,butIdidn'tthinkforasecond

thatshewoulddosomethinglikethis

especiallytoSivuyileseeingthathe

automatically

Me:"Bontle!Whatifhegetsyou

arrested?"

Bontle:"akanyela!TheminuteIget

releasedIwouldgostraighttohim

andwhiphisass!"Isigheddefeated.

Asenathiwaslaughingherlungsout.



Ase:"Nathilet'sswapsisters

please,takeNomazweandIwilltake

Bontle."Sheisdumb.

Me:"Ican'tbelievethatthisis

crackingyouup,that'syourbrother."

Ase:"Haysukahedeservesit!What's

leftforyoutodonowistotellyour

brothersaboutthis."

Bontle:"Imonit!"Ikeptquiet.

Ase:"SoB,whichcardidyouruin?"



Bontle:"Thei8."Asenathistopped

laughingforsecondbecauseshewas

asshockedasIwas,butshestarted

laughingagain."Sisiyouhaveballs!I

willgivethattoyou.Doyouknow

howspecialthatcaristohim?"

Bontle:"Doesheknowhowprecious

Punkieistome?Idon'tcarabouthis

car,heismoniedhecangetitfixedat

anytime,mysister'sheartis

damaged."Ncooh,Iwantedtogive

herabearhugafterhearinghersay

thatbutIwasstillinshock.



Ase:"IstanBontle!Youareleadership

mysister!"Sheboweddowninfront

ofBontle.

Bontle:"WenaBoitumeloyoushould

havetoldmetheminutethis

happened!Ebile,whydidn'tyoumove

backhome?"

Me:"Homeistoofarfromschoolhle

ausi.PlusIneededmyspace."

Bontle:"Yourspace?Butyouarehere



squattingwiththislunatic."

Ase:"Hawuk-"

Bontle:"Shutup!"YohtheadultBontle

isresurfacing.

Me:"Iwasstayinginahotel,thenshe

convincedmetocomeandstayhere

withher."

Bontle:"Andyoutoldheraboutthis

beforeme?"



Me:"Ididn't.Shefoundoutfromher

brother.Bontlepleasesitdown,you

arescaringmewiththatsjambokin

yourhand."Shelookedatitandback

atme.

Bontle:"Whydidn'tyoutellus?"

Me:"Iwantedtodealwiththisonmy

own."Shesighedbeforesittingdown

nexttome.

Bontle:"Why?"



Me:"You'vealwaysshelteredmeso

muchandyoualwaysfightmy

battles.Ijustwantedtofacethis

battleonmyown."

Bontle:"Iamyoursisternana,I'm

allowedtofightyourbattles."

Me:"Notthisoneausi.Ineedtoface

thisonmyownandmakeadecision

onmyownwithoutanyinfluences."

Bontle:"Ihearyou.Butyouknowyiur

brothersaregoingtobeangrythat

youdidn'ttellthemaboutthis."



Me:"uhmmaybeweshouldn'ttell

them."

Bontle:"Yohtoolate,I'vealready

askedthemtomeetusathome."My

eyeswentwide.

Me:"Bontle!"

Bontle:"keng?Theyneedtoknow."

Me:"I'mnotreadytotellthem."



Bontle:"Whyweyouactinglikeyou

aretheonewhocheated?"

Ase:"I'vebeensayingthattoher."

Bontle:"TheyneedtoknowPunkieso

thatwhenyoudecidetoleavethis

marriage,theyknowwhyyouare

leaving.Wellleavingisimpossible

buthehyougetwhatImean."

Me:"Yeah."

Bontle:"Sotheyneedtoknow."



Me:"Ijusthopetheywillhandlethis

rationally,Idon'twantthemto

slappedwithalawsuitbecauseof

me."

Bontle:"OhIhopetheyhandleit

irrationallylikeIdid."Ilookedather.

"What?"Sheshrugged.Wow!I

officiallygiveuponher.

Ase:"ineedtocomewithyouthis

meeting,Ijustwanttoseethe

brothers'reaction."



Bontle:"noDlaminisallowed."

Ase:"hawu,I'magoodDlaminimos."

Bontle:"sayswho?"

Ase:"Nathihelpmeouthere."Ijust

stoodupandwenttothebathroom

whilelaughingatthetheirsillines.

○

Weweresittingintheloungewithall

myfamilymemberspresent.They

seemedworried,mybrotherskepton

callingmebeforethismeetingthey



thoughtmaybeIwassickor

something.WellintheirmindIam

suretheythinkamabouttosayIam

dyingin5months,judgingfromthe

waytheyarelookingatmetheyare

expectingtheworst.

Bontlenudgedme,Iguessshewas

tellingmetostartedtalking.

Me:"uhmfirstoffallIwouldliketo

apologisefornotcomingtoyou

aboutthisearlier.Ijustwantedto

processthesituationonmyowna-"

Thabang:"Areyoupregnant?"



Me:"What?No!"

Thapelo:"Youhavecancer?"Igave

himthelook.

Lizwi:"justletherfinish."Thankyou!

Me:"asIwassaying.Iwantedto

figurethingsoutonmyow-"

Thabo:"Yeahwegotthat,justgetto

whatyouwanttotellus."Wow,how

rude!Myfamily'simpatiencehas

rubbedoffonme.



Me:"about2weeksago,Ifoundout

thatuh"justtalkingaboutthiswas

heartbreaking,IwasstillhurtingandI

wasnotreadytotalkaboutit.Bontle

heldmyhandandrubbedit."Ifound

outthatSivuyilehasbeenhavingan

affairwithhisPA."

Brothers:"WHAT?!!"

Thabo:"Whatdidyousay

Boitumelo?!"



Thapelo:"Iamgoingtokillhim!"

Dad:"Calmdownguys,letherexplain."

Me:"uhhetheaffairhasbeengoing

onfor2months.Ithoughthewas

busyatworkbutlittledidIknowthat

hehadsomeoneontheside."

Mom:"areyousureaboutthisbaby?

Didheconfess?"

Thapelo:"ofcoursesheissure

mama!"



Mom:"I'mtalkingtoBoitumelo."

Me:"Yesmama,Isawtheirtext

messagesanditjustprovedthathe

cheatedon."

Mom:"Didyouconfronthimabout

this?"

Lizwi:"Whyshouldshe?"

Mom:"SomanyBoitumelosinone

household."Ifitwasunderdifferent



circumstancesIwouldhavelaughed

atthat.

Me:"No.Ijustpackedmybagsand

writehimaletterthenIleft."Mymom

shookherhead.SeethisiswhyI

didn'twanttotellmymomaboutthis.

Sheistooold-fashioned,sometimes.

Thabo:"Good!!Howdarehecheats

onyou!Doesheknowhowprecious

youare?Ifhedidn'twantyou

anymoreheshouldhavecalleddad

andtoldhiminsteadofstickinghis

dickinso-"



Mom:"Language!"Doessheeven

knowwhatadickis?Yoh.

Thapelo:"Idon'tevenknowwhywe

arestillsittinghere,weshouldbein

hishouserightnowbeatingthesh-

crapoutofhim!Watellamshanao."

Thabang:"Isecondthat!"HowamI

relatedwiththesepeopleagain?All

theyeverwanttodois

attack,everytimetheyattack.



Dad:"Wait!Beforeyoucarryyourbig

headstothathouse,wealsoneedto

considerthatyoursisterisboundto

thatfamilyforlife.Youcannotbe

reactingbecauseifwhat'shappening

bow,youneedtothinkaboutthe

future.Yoursistersisgoingtospend

therestofherlifewiththat

family,howdoyouthinktheyare

goingtotreatherherafteryou've

panelbeattheirson?Mmmh?Hay

marnsitdownandlet'sthink!"My

father!Thevoiceofreason.

Lizwi:"Marriedforlifeornot!Hestill

needstoknowthatourprincessis



notaplacetopisson!Heneedstobe

taughtalessondad."MyGodIcan't

believethatLizwiisalsoagreeing

withthem.Lizwiismorelikemy

father,heisthereservedtype,well

that'suntilyougetonhiswrongside.

Me:"Yeahaboutthat,Ijustrecently

foundoutthatifIwanttoleavethe

marriageIcan.Theancestorswon't

punishme,theywillonlypunishthe

royalfamily.Sivuyilekeptthatfrom

meforhisownselfisgreasons."

Them:"What?!"



Bontle:"waithow?I'mnotfollowing."

Me:"Ialsodon'tknow.Thequeenjust

saidIhaveanadvantageinthis

marriage,shouldIleavethismarriage

becauseoftheirson'swrongdoings

nothingbadisgoingtohappento

me."

Thapelo:"Thenwhyarewestillsitting

heregents!"

Dad:"Thapelo!"Hewarned."There



mustbeacatchtothis.Maybethey

mightnowhurtyouphysicallybutI'm

suresomethingwouldhappen.Phela

youandSivuyilewereboundtogether

bytheancestorsandGod,youare

soulmatesandnothingcanbetween

souldmates."

Bontle:"wellnoteveryonehasto

marrytheirsoulmatesdad."

Dad:"Notinthiscasengwanaka.This

isasensitivecase,it'sverydifferent

fromanyscenariooutthere."



Mom:"sowhatareyougoingtodo

thenPunkie?"Ibreathedoutloud.

Me:"Ihaven'tdecidedasyet."

Thabang:"whatdoyoumeanyou

haven'tdecidedasyet?Thedecision

isveryeasyPunkie."

Me:"Itsnotabuti."

Thabang:"howso?Explaintome

causeIdon'tunderstand."



Me:"IfellinlovewithSivuyileabuti,I

lovehim.Ican'tjustdecidejustlike

thattowalkawayfromhim,plusthere

isChuluinthepicture."

Thapelo:"Loveisnotenoughbaby.If

Sivuyilereallylovedyouhewouldn't

havecheatedonyou.Realmendon't

cheatonthewomantheyclaimto

love!"

Lizwi:"Exactly!"ThisiswhyIdidn't

wanttotellmyfamilyaboutthis,they

aregoingtopressurisemetotakea

decisionandnotjustanydecisionbut



adecisionthatisbefittingforthem.

Mom:"Yey!WenaThapeloo

thule(keepquiet.)Aren'tyouthe

samepersonwhochangesgirlsevery

month?Isn'tthatcheating?"

Thapelo:"HenceIsaidthewoman

thatyouclaimtolovemama,Idon't

loveanyofthosegirlsthatIchange."

Mom:"didyounotcheatonDipolelo?

Didyounotaskforforgivenessfrom

heraftercheatingonhermultiple

times?Didshebotforgiveyouand



takeyouback?Huh?"Yoh!

Thapelo:"Whyareyoueven

advocatingforSivuyilemama?Your

daughterisrighthereinfrontofyou

intearsbecauseofthatuseless

Prince!Marawenayouarebusy

actinglikehisdefenceforce."

Thabang:"Allofasuddenmomhas

joinedtheDlaminidefenceteam."

Mom:"leyatellamarn!(Youare

disrespectful!)I'mamarriedwoman,

I'mtheonewhoshouldbegiving



Boitumeloadvicesnotyou!AndIam

notdefendingSivuyileIamjusttrying

tolookatthisfromamature

perspective."

Thabo:"Morelikeanold-fashioned

perspective.Youareabouttotellher

tostayforwhatevershitSivuyile

doestoher?ha.ahmamathatisnot

fair!"

Mom:"Iwon'tdothat!Shewillmake

herowndecision.AllthatIamsaying

is,shemust'ntmakeanyhasty

decisions."



Thabang:"mxm."Hetookhiscarkeys

andmadehiswaytothedoor."Are

youguyscoming?"I'massuminghe

wastalkingtotheguysbecausethey

stoodupandfollowedhimoutthe

door.

Mom:"Didhejustsaymxmme?Ho

nnaMathabiso?Heh!"Sheclapped

herhandsonce."Ntate,theyaregoing

toSivuyile.Pleasecallthemandtalk

tothem."

Dad:"andsaywhatmylove?You



knowyoursonsdon'tlistentoanyone

whenitcomestoBoitumelo."Hesaid

inasofttone.

Mom:"Boitumelodosomething!I

don'twantmysonstoendupinjail!"

Bontle:"theywillbefineMah.Justlet

thembe."

Mom:"Igiveuponthisfamily.Hale

mamele(youdon'tlisten)thewayyou

loveviolenceyouwouldswearyou

grewupinanabusivehome,nxai

marn!"Shestoodupandleftthe



room.Bontlecrackedupwith

laughed.

Bontle:"yourmomissodramatic!An

abusivehome,really?"Ijustshookmy

head."Comelet'sgo,Iamtakingyou

out."Westoodupandtookourbags

Dad:"hah!Youwanttoleavemehere

withyourangrymom?"Welaughed.

Bontle:"she'syourwifeinsureyou

canmakeherfeelbetter,ifyouknow

whatImean."Shewinked,Euw!



Dad:"HehwenaBontle!"Heshouted

aswewentoutthedoor.

Bontle:"Byedad!"Wegotintohercar

anddroveoff.

Alongthewayweplayedsomesong

anddancedalongtothebeatwhile

makingvideos.Iwashappy,foronce

myheartdidn'tfeelheavy,Iwasat

peace.Wegottothemallandthe

firstthingwedidwastogotothe

gameshop,weplayedalotoffun

games,thenwewentbowlingafter

makingabetthatwhoeverwinsgets



yochoosethenextactivity.LuckilyI

wonandIchosemovies,muchto

Bontle'sannoyanceshewantedusto

gotoanicerink!Imagine!Wechose

acomedy.

Attheendofthemoviewewentto

havesomedinner,sinceitwas

alreadylate.Ireallyenjoyedmyself.

I'mreallygreatfulltohavesuch

siblings,Bontletookmeoutforafun

dayjusttogetthingsoffmymind

whilemybrotherssentmemoneyto

goforsometherapeuticshop.Isn't

thatthedream?Imeanwealways

seehousewivesgoingforshopping

whebtheyarehurtmos,andtheysay



it'stherapeuticsowhynotdoit,even

thoughIamnotahousewife.But

sinceitwasalreadylate,wedidn'tdo

theshoppingwejustwentaheadand

haddinner.

Bontle:"Sowhatareyougoingtodo

aboutthis?"

Me:"honestlyspeakingIdon'tknow.

I'mcaughtbetweenmyloveforhim

andthehurtthatIamin.Idon'twant

totakeadecisionbasedonwhatI

amfeelingrightnow."



Bontle:"sointhemeantimeyouare

goingtostaywithAsenathi?"

Me:"yes,wellthat'suntilIgetmyown

place.I'vealreadystartedlooking."

Bontle:"Okay,onceyou'vefoundit

sendmethedetailsandIwillmakea

plantopayforyourrent."

Me:"ahhBontle,youdon'thaveto

ausi.Idohavesomemoneyinmy

bankaccount."



Bontle:"I'msureyoudo,butletmedo

thisforyounana.Keepthatmoney

foryourownpersonaluse,youare

stillakidyoucan'tbeworryingabout

rentatthisage."Ismiled.

Me:"Thankyousomuchausi,Iam

reallyblessedtohaveyouasa

sister."

Bontle:"Youmostwelcome.Iknow

meandyourbrothersalwaysact

crazy,butitcomesfromagoodplace

neverdoubtthat.Wedothisbecause

wedon'twantyoutobeapushover,



weactuallystillgetsuprisesthatyou

didnotturnoutlikeus.Iknowyou

wanttogrowandtofightyourown

battlesandtrustmetimewillcome

foryoutodothatandwewillalsobe

theretohelpyoufightthose

battles,butfornowletusfightthis

oneforyou.AndI'mnottalkingabout

emotionallyfighting,Imean

physically."Icouldn'thelpbutlaugh.

Me:"Momwasright,youguysdoact

likeyougrewupinawarzone."We

laughed.



Bontle:"onthelighternote.Meand

Lizwiaretryingforababy."Istopped

eatingforasecondandlookedather,

Inoddedmyheadindicatingthatshe

shouldcontinue."Wearegoingtotry

thesurrogacyroute."Ismiledather,I

wasgenuinelyhappyforher.

Me:"That'swonderfulnewBontle.I

knowyouguyshavealwayswanteda

babyofyourown."Shechuckled.

Bontle:"Butyouwillalwaysbeour

firstborn."Ismiledwithabittearsin

myeyes.



Me:"Itmusthavetakenalotof

convincingforyoutoagreetothis?"

Bontle:"Yeah,althoughitwasalready

onthecardsafterourlast

miscarriage.KodwaatriptoDubaika

Decemberdidthetrick."Bontle!I

laughed

Me:"Wow!Sohebribedyou

basically?"

Bontle:"No,hewasjustsofteningme



up."Sheshruggedwithasmileonher

face."Ican'twaittohavealittle

humanbeinginmyhands.Whenyou

werebornIwastooyoungtocarry

you,momdidn'twantmeanywhere

nearyoucauseshewouldalways

findmetryingtofeedyouevenwhen

youhadjustbeenfedortryingto

carryyou.Thisonetimeshewalked

inonmetryingtooutyouonmyback,

IgotstartledandIaccidently

droppedyou."Welaughed.

Me:"Youdidwhat?!Bontle."



Bontle:"Itwasamistake.Fromthere

onwardsmomdidn'twantmetolay

handsonyou.Iwasalwaysunder

supervisionwhenIhadtospendtime

withyou.YouwouldswearIwasina

custodybattle,orIjustcameoutof

prison."Ilaughed."Ifellinlovewith

youthemomentmomcameback

fromthehospital.AfterIletyoufall,I

vowednevertoseeyouhurtagain

becausethewayyoucriedthatday

brokemyheart."Shewas8/9years

oldwhenIwasborn.

Me:"Iguessyouarestillstatukgtrue

toyourvowthensister."Shesmiled.



Bontle:"ForeverPunkiewaka."

Me:"Iloveyousis."

Bontle:"Iloveyoumoremybaby."

Ouremotionalmomentwascutshort

byBontle'sringingphone."Ayywhat

doesshewant."Sheanswered.

"Lulama.....why?......fineIwill!....Ayy"

shehungup."Thenerveofthisgirl."

Me:"Whatdidshedo?"



Bontle:"She'stryingtomakesmall

talkwithmeaftershehidthather

brotherwashavinganaffair."

Me:"Idon'tthinksheknewB."

Bontle:"WellI'mgoingtoassumethat

veryDlaminiknewaboutthisaffair

beforeyoudid."Wow!WhatamI

goingtodowiththisone.

Me:"baonkakaemara?(Wheredo

theytakeyouthough?)"



Bontle:"Mpengyamama(mymom's

stomach)."Ilaughedsohard,she

endedupjoiningmeinlaughter.

Me:"Youarecrazy!"Welaughed

somemore.

Bontle:"anywayLulamasaidyou

mustcallher,she'sbeentryingtocall

you."

Me:"shoot!Mybatteryislow."

Bontle:"Youwillcallherbackwhen



wearedrivinghome."

Wecarriedoneatingoveradecent

conversation.Iwaslaughingnon

stopbecauseofherstupidremarks,

Bontlereallygivesmelife.Mylife

wouldbemiserablewithouther.

Aftereatingwepaidthebillandwent

home.Itookmyphonefrommy

pocketandchargedit.Ihadsomany

missedcalls.AllfromMr

Dlamini,Sivuyile'ssisters,Asenathi

andhismom.Iwaitedafewminutes

forittogainsomebarsbeforeIcan

actuallycallsomeone.



Lulama:"Lunathi!Finally."O'KAY!

"Sisipleaserushtothehospital

Sivuyilehasbeenadmitted."

Zzzzzzzz-that'sallIcouldhearafter

shementionedSivuyilebeingin

hospital.Idon'tknowwhenBontle

tookthephonefrommyhand,butI

couldhearhertalkingtoLulamaon

thephone.

Bontle:"Punkie!"Sheshookme.I

blinkedtearsescapedmyeyes.Why

amIevencryingforhim?Whydoesit

feellikemyheartisintheoutofmy

stomach?AmInotsupposedtobe

happy?Thisiskarmaright?Butwhy



amIscaredforhislife?"Don'tworry

sweetheart.I'msureit'snothing

major.Calmdownbaby.Boitumelo

breath."IletoutabreaththatIdidn't

evenknowIwasholdingin.
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[FLASHBACK]

Theminutewewalkedintothe

waitingroom,theDlaminisisters

rushedtousandgaveustight

hugs,welltheygavemeatighthug.I

knewrighttherethatwhateveritis

thathappenedtoSivuyilewasbig,I

hadsuddenlylostmyvoice.His

friendswerealsohere.

Bontle:"Whathappened?"Iguessshe

sawIcouldn'tspeak.

Lumka:"Hegotintoacaraccident.



Nooneknowswhathappened,buthis

carisawriteoff.It'sbadguys."She

hadtearsinhereyesandyoucould

clearlyseethatshe'sbeencryingfor

alongtime.

Me:"Isheokay?"Iaskedinashaky

voice.

Lulama:"He'sintheaterrightnow,we

willknowoncetheiraredone."

Me:"Howdidthishappen?"



Lumka:"Idon'tknowLunathi,buthe's

beenonadrinkingspreethesepast

fewdays.Hemighthavebeendriving

whiledrunk."No!Ijustsatdownon

thesofafeelingdrainedanddefeated.

Thembacametositnexttome,he

placedmyheadonhischest,itwas

asifhewassayingletitallout,and

boyIdid.

Themba:"Pleasegethersomewater."

Fewhoursofsittinginanxious

silenceandtearsthedoctorfinally

cametogiveusanupdated.



Doctor:"He'soutofdanger,however

hedidsuffersomeserioushead

injuries.Hemightbebraindamaged

whenhewakesupfromthe

comma,andheisparalysed."After

braindamageandparalysed,mybrain

justshutdownIdidn'thearanything

elsethathesaid.Iwasalsosilently

hopingandprayingthatmybrothers

hadnothingtodowithaccident.

[ENDOFFLASHBACK]

Thesepastfewmonthshaven'treally

beeneasyonanyone,I'vebeen



havingconflictswithSivuyile's

motheraboutcomingbackhometo

Sivuyile.Sivuyilegotdischargedafter

twomonthsofbeinghospitalised,and

hecamebackwithnomemory,he

onlyknewhisname,surnameand

familymemberstherestofuswere

allforgotten,evenhisfriends.Now

thethingthat'scausingconflict

betweenmeandhismotheristhat,

shewantedmetobelittlemiss

perfectwifeandcomebacktonurse

Sivuyilebacktohealth,Iobviously

refusedbecausethispersonthat

she'saskingmetocomebacktohas

nomemorywhat'ssoeveraboutme,



sofromthereshe'sbeensendingme

veryheartbreakingsms.

WhenSivuyilereturned,hewasona

wheelchairforafewweeksbecause

ofhistemporarilyparalysis.Ispent

timeawayfromthehousebecauseI

didn'tfeeltheneedtogothereand

seesomeonewhodoesn'tevenknow

me,butBontlemanagedtoconvince

metogoandatleastcheckonhim.I

didgotocheckonhimonaregular

basis,eventhoughwhenIgottothe

houseIwouldspent95%ofmytime

withChulu.Weirdlyenoughthe

Queendidn'thaveaproblemwithme

spendingtimeattheirhouse,butshe



wouldalwaysmakeitapointtotext

meofherdisappointmentwhenIget

home.

TodaywasoneofthosevisitsthatI

doatthemansion.MeandSivuyile

havebeentryingtogettoknoweach

otherthesepastcoupleofweeks,

wellshe'sbeentryingtogettoknow

me.

Iarrivedatthemansionandluckily

formetheQueenwasonherwayout.

Me:"Morningmah."Istillhadto

respecther,eventhoughshewas



givingmebadattitude.

Mrs'D:"yeahntombazana."See?I've

beendemotedfrom'mybaby'to

'ntombazana'now."I'mgladtosee

youback,Iseeyouarealsomaking

aneffortwithSivuyilewhichis

somethingyoushouldhavedonea

longtimeago."Thenerveofthis

woman!

Me:"ewemah."

Mrs'D:"EventhoughIwashoppingto

seeyouwalkinginwithyourbags.I



meanyou'vebadenoughtimeto

grieveandgetoverthehurtmygirl,its

timetoputyourbiggirlpantieson

andworkonyourmarriage."Iwas

morethanshockedtohearhersay

thattome."Doyouknowhowlucky

youaretobemarriedintothisfamily?

Alotofgirlswouldkillforthis

opportunityandwenayouare

messingitup.USivuyilewillfind

anothergirlusabusyunursana

nentliziyoeb'hlungu.(whileyouare

stillbusynursingyourbrokenheart).

Me:"ThenIguessheshouldgoout

thereandfindthatgirlwhowouldkill



forthisopportunity.MyQueenyou

seemtoforgetthatIwasforcedinto

thissituation,Ididn'twanttobein

thismarriageandsincetherearegirls

whowouldkilltobemarriedintothis

family,nnaIwouldkilltobreak

whateverbonditisIhavewiththis

family."WiththatsaidIturnedonmy

heelsandenteredthehouse.How

dareshespeakstomelikethat?She

waschangingfortheworst,sheis

notthesamepersonImetthefirst

dayIgotintroducedtoher.

Sivuyile:"AhhhIthoughtyouweren't

cominganymore?"Hesaidwitha



hugesmile.

Me:"TrustmeIwishIdidn't."Ino

longerwantedtobethere."Where's

Chulu?"

Sivuyile:"Don'ttellmewearebackto

whereyouspendmostofyourtime

withherandnotme."Ijustgavehim

ablankstare."AwwcomeonTumi,I

didn'tdoanythingtoyoumosI've

beenbehaving."

Me:"Ohyou'vedoneawholelotmy

brother."



Sivuyile:"What?"

Me:"uhmnevermind."

Sivuyile:"What'sgoingonwithyou?"

Me:"Nothing."

Sivuyile:"Yousure?"

Me:"Yeah."HowdoItellhimthathis

mothermightruinwhateverchances



hehasofusgettingbacktogether.

Sivuyile:"Thencomeandsitdown

herenexttome,therearesomethings

I'vebeenmeaningtoaskyou."Iwas

notinthemoodforSivuyile.

Me:"SivuyileIjustwanttoseeChulu

andleave,Ihavetobesomewherein

anhour."Iliedaboutthat.

Sivuyile:"Comeon,Iwon'ttakeup

muchofyourtime."Isighedandwent

tositonthecouch."Hawuwhyare

yousofar?"



Me:"Iamnot.Icanhearyoufrom

hear."

Sivuyile:"Yohokay.Areyoufree

tonight?"Huh?

Me:"Huh?"

Sivuyile:"Areyoufreetonight?"

Me:"Why?"



Sivuyile:"BecauseIwanttotakeyou

outonadate."Hebana!"I'msure

you'venoticedthatIlikeyou,andI

wouldliketogettoknowyoumore

outsidewithoutanydisturbances."

MyGodthinksfunny.Myown

husbandisaskingmeoutonadate!

IfIdidn'tknowhissituation,Iwould

belaughingmylungsoutrightonthe

spot!

Me:"haymarnSivuyile,wenayou

shouldfocusongettingbetteryou

shouldn'tbeaskingmeoutondates.

Whatifyouhaveagirlfriendoutthere?

Thenwhat?"Idon'tknowwhyIsaid



that,butallIknowisIwasgoingto

avoidthisdateatallcosts.YesIstill

hadfeelingsforhim,it'sbeenmonths

sincehimanIhada'romantic

conversation'andthefeelingswere

slowlyfadingaway,butwheneverI

amwithhimtheywouldcomeback,

soimagineifIwentonanactualdate

withhim,IwouldfallInlovewithhim

alloveragain.

Sivuyile:"WhoChulu'smother?Ifshe

wasreallymygirlfriendshewouldbe

hererightnow,butsheisnothere."I

don'tknkwwhySivuyile'sfamilyis

nottellinghimabouthisoldlife,I



meanmaybethatwouldhelphim

regainhismemoryquicker.

Me:"Idon'tknowke."Heletouta

deepsigh.

Sivuyile:"Fineke,canIatleasthave

yournumbersothatIcancalland

checkuponyou."Haibo!Thisis

serious.

Me:"Youdon'tevenhavea

phone,howareyougoingtocallme?"

Hechuckled.



Sivuyile:"Wedohaveahouse

telephonehere."HowdoIescapethis

one?

Me:"Uhm,Idon'tknowitoffbyheart

andmyphoneisoff."

Sivuyile:"Ohh?Isthatyourwayof

rejectingme?Awundiqomibasically?"

Thelookhewasgivingmebadmy

stomachinknots,thebutterflieswere

floatinginmystomach.



Me:"uh,IthinkIshouldgoandcheck

onChulu,yeahletmedothat."Istood

upfromthecouchandrushed

upstairs.

○

●

°•SIVUYILE•°

I'vebeenoutofthehospitalfor3

monthsnow,IcansayI'vebeen

havingithardsinceitthen.It'sreally

frustratingnotknowingpeoplewho

wereinyourlifebeforeallofthis

happened,mysupposedlyfriends

werereallyhurtwhenIdidn'tknow

theirnameswhentheycametosee



me,theytriedremindingmeofour

good'oldtimes'butnothingcameto

mind.TheonlypeopleIrememberis

myfamilymembers,exceptmy

daughterofcourseandthatisvery

heartbreaking.

ThenthereisBoitumelo!MyGod!

Whatalady!She'sbeenavoidingme

everytimeshecomeshere,Ialways

thoughtshewasmydaughter's

motherseeingthatshehada

connectionwithherandshespent

mostofhertimewithherwhenshe

washere,butmymomdidtellme

thatsheisn'tmydaughter'smother.

Itwasabummer,Iwouldhaveloved



hertobethemotherofmychild,

she'sverygoodwithher.Chuluhardly

smileswhenIplaywithher,butwhen

Boitumeloarrivesyoucanseethe

happinessrightacrossherface.With

allheravoidance,Imanagedto

convincehertospendalittlebitof

timewithme,Igottoknowheralittle

butandIcansafelysayIlike

her,she'sverybeautifulandshehasa

bodytodiefor.Ilikehowshegives

methatnervoussmilewhenIaskher

uncomfortablequestions,ohhowI

enjoylookingintothosebigeyesof

here'swithoutblinkingeventhough

shealwayslooksawaywhenshe



feelsuncomfortable,she'salways

uncomfortablearoundmeandthat

canonlymeanthatshelikesme

right?.Ican'thelpbutfeelafamiliar

feelingwhenIamaroundher,andIdo

enjoythatfeeling.Myheartalways

beatsfastwhenshe'saround,Idon't

knowwhy.Itoldmymomaboutthis

andsheadvisedmetoaskherouton

adate,that'swhyIshotmyshot

todayonlytoberejectedinapolite

way,Lol.Somethingwasdrawingme

toher,whenevershevisitsIwould

juststandbythedoorofChulu's

roomandwatchherplaywithher,it

wasaverycutemomentonethat



warmedmyhearteverytimewhenI

seeit.Iknewrightthereandthenthat

Boitumelowouldmakeapotentially

goodlifetimepartner,orsomething.I

stilldon'tknowwhatherrelationto

myfamilyis,Itriedaskingmysisters

andmymombuttheybrushedmeoff

soIalsoletitgo.TheonlythingI've

gotfrommyfamily,wasthemtelling

meaboutmychildhoodwhichis

somethingIremembervery

vividly,theydidn'twanttotellme

aboutmylifebeforetheaccident,I

don'tknowwhy.

Boitumelohasbeenlockedupinthe

roomwithChulufor2wholehours



now,I'mprettysureshe'savoidingme

becauseIaskedshe'soutonadate.

Wellunfortunatelyforher,Iamgoing

toaskheruntilsheagreestogoout

withme,Iamnotgoingtogiveup,I

haveagoodfeelingabouther.

Itookmycrutchesandwentto

Chulu'splayroom,luckilyitwas

downstairs.Thedoorwasslightly

open,Iopeneditwiderandwalked

in,theywerebothsleepinginthe

cutestwayever.Chulu'sheadwas

restedonBoitumelo'sarm,itWasa

pictureperfectmoment,ifIhada

phoneIwouldtakeapicture.

Boitumelo'sphonerangasIwasstill



staringatthem,shemumbled

somethingbeforewakingupand

answeringthecall.

Boitumelo:"What?!"Woah!That'show

sheanswerherphone?"Reallyyou

disturbedmysleepforthat?.....Idon't

carehle....I'mbusyrightnowcallme

inanhourorso....bye!"

Me:"Busywithdreamsneh?"Shegot

startledandlookedatme.

Boitumelo:"Whendidyougetin

here?"



Me:"Fewsecondsago."Isaidwitha

smile."Iseeyoulikeyoursleep."

Boitumelo:"Iamaprofessional

sleeperatall."

[FLASHBACK]

"Youareaprofessionalsleeper."

Laughs

"Thereisnosuchthingasa

professionalsleeper."

[END]

Wait!Thatvoicesoundedfamiliar.



"Areyouokay?"

"Sivuyile!"Isnappedoutofit.

Me:"Uhm,yeahI'mfine."

Boitumelo:"Areyousure?"SeewhyI

likeher?She'sverycaring.

Me:"Yeah,IthinkIjusthadamini

flashback."

Boitumelo:"Really?That'sgoodnews.

Thatmeansit'sonlyamatteroftime

beforeyouregainyourmemory."I



smiled.

Me:"Iguessso.Thisismyfirstone,

I'veonlyhadvividdreamssofar."

Boitumelo:"Wellbepatientwith

yourself.Youwillbebacktonormal

innotime."

Me:"SoyouaresayingI'mabnormal?

That'snotanicethingtosayMiss

Boitumelo."Sheletoutasweet

giggle,Icouldn'thelpbutsmile.



Boitumelo:"YouknowwhatImean."

Me:"Nostress."Istillhadasmile

plasteredonmyface.Ithinkshe

blushedbeforelookingaway.

Boitumelo:"*ahem*Ishouldget

going."

Me:"Already?"

Boitumelo:"Yes.I'vebeenherefora

verylongtime."



Me:"Comeon."

Boitumelo:"Ihaveanassignmentthat

Ineedtotypeout."Isighed.

Me:"Okayfine,canIatleasttakeyou

home."Shegiggledbeforelettingout

aloudlaughter,Iwassoconfused.

Boitumelo:"Takemehome?How?

Youcandrive."Ilookedather

laughing,Ialsoletoutalaughterof

myown.



Me:"Damn!Iforgotaboutthat."We

laughedsomemore.

○

●

°•BOITUMELO•°

TheangerthatIhadforSivuyile

cheatingonmevanishedontheday

oftheaccident.I'mnotsayingIhave

forgivenhimforwhathedidtome,

andIamnotsayingIamgoingtoget

backwithhim,no!AllIamsayingis

thatIwasnolongerangry,what'sthe

useofholdingagrudgeagainst

someonewhodoesn'tevenknow

thattheywrongedyou.



AfterlivingtheDlaminimansionI

wentbacktomyflatwhichIshare

withMuzikayise,butwecallhimKay

becauseheisgay.Don'taskmehow

hecameupwithKaybecausethe

onlynicknamesthathequalifyforare

'Muzi,Mzi&Kayise'.He'sbeenagreat

roommatesofar,nounnecessary

dramaeventhoughheisvery

dramatic.

Me:"Mylove!"

Kay:"AwwubabeswePrinceubuyile."

Irolledmyeyes.



Me:"Don'tcallmethatplease."He

laughed.

Kay:"Whereveryougoyouwillalways

bebabeswePrince."

Me:"unesdinayazi!"

Kay:"IfIgotacoineverytimeanyone

saysthat,Iwouldbeamillionaire

doll."

Me:"mxm.UphiuSam?(Whereis



Sam?)"Samishisboyfriendthats

been'visting'usforaveryverylong

timeifyouaskme.

Kay:"ahngimxoshileloyo.(Ikicked

himout.)"

Me:"Aibowhy?"

Kay:"Haysisi,I'mabrokestudent,I

can'tbedatingabrokeguy."

Me:"Whosaidheisbroke?"



Kay:"Becausehe'sbeenvisitingfor2

monthsandhe'sneverboughta

singlethinginthishouse."

Me:"Umqomewaziukuthiheis

broke.(youdatedhimknowingthathe

isbroke."

Kay:"Ididn'tknow.Ijustfoundout

thathelosthisjob,that'swhyIkicked

himout."TosayIwasshockedwould

beanunderstatement."Valaumlomo

kuzongenaimpukane.(Closeyour

mouthaflywillenter.)"



Me:"Ukhohlakeleshame.(Youare

cruel.)"Iclappedonce!

Kay:"isemhlabenilasisi,mawubhayiza

uzodliwa!"Haibo!Thisguyis

somethingelse.

Me:"Letmegoandworkonmy

assignmentandleaveyouwithyour

deviousmind."Helaughed.

Kay:"Iloveyoutoo."

Igotintomyroomndthrewmyself

onthebed,Ireallywantedtosleep



butbecauseoftheassignmentthatI

havetosubmittomorrowIcouldn't

sleep.HayIamuselessshame!I

meanwegotthisassignmenta

monthagoandI'monlydoingitnow

thedaybeforetheduedate.My

motherwouldslapthelivingday

lightsoutofmeifshefoundout

aboutthis.It'sdaysliketheseImiss

Sivuyile,withmyfirstsemester

assignmenthemadesureIfinishedit

onthesameweekitwashandedto

us,lookatmenowslackingoffmy

schoolwork.Itookoutmyphone

frommyslingbagandwentthrough

mywhatsappmessages,Iendedup



chattingwithmysiblingsforafew

minutes.Theyaskedmeabout

Sivuyile'sprogress,Itoldthem.Thisis

soweirdbecauseIwassuspecting

themforthecauseofthe

accident,buttheyassuredmethat

theyhadnothingtodowithit.They

evenwentasfarasgettingtheir

friendstoconfirmthattheywerewith

themthetimetheaccidenthappened,

andIobviouslybelievedthem.They

wouldneverkillapersonformeright?

I'dliketothinkthat.

•

•



•

•

•

#TCOB.

MypeopleIamstudyingformy

exams,butIwilltrytosticktothe

scheduleeventhoughthelengthsof
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•



Iwokeupwithabangingheadache

andsoreeyes,Ihardlysleptbecause

oftheassignment.Itookalong

relaxingbath,Ineededitmybodywas

instrain.IworewhateverIcouldfind

inthewardrobe,Ididn'thavethe

energytolookforsomethingniceI

wasonthatIDGAFtiptoday.Itook

mybagandwalkedouttothe

kitchen,Kaywasalreadymaking

breakfastforthebothofus.

Kay:"Mylove."Ismiled

Me:"S'thandwaseheart."



Kay:"Iamsolate.Doyouneedalift

oruzozihambela?"

Me:"l'llcomewithyou,veleI'malso

late."Isatdownonthechairandate

afewspoonsofmycereal.Weleft

immediatelyaftereating.Oneofthe

advantagesofstayingwithKayis

thatIdon'treallyspendmuchon

transport,it'skindalikeI'mstill

stayingwithSivuyile,Lol.

Kay:"Myparentsarecomingdown

thisweekend."Hedidn'tsoundhappy.



Me:"Whyaren'tyouexcited?"He

sighed.

Kay:"Theyhaven'treallyacceptedthat

Iamgay."

Me:"Idon'tunderstand."

Kay:"TheyknowthatIamgaycause

I'vetoldthem,buttothemtheythinkI

ampossessedorthisisaphasethat

willpass.Theyareconstantlytrying

tohookmeupwithgirlswheneverwe



attendfunctionstogether,andthey

monitorthewayIdress."Herolled

hiseyes."Nowthattheyareherethat

meansnocolourfulclothesforme

andnoshorts!AndyouknowIlove

myshortsandcolour!"Ilaughedat

hisfacialexpression.

Me:"Howlongaretheygoingtostay

for?"

Kay:"Idon'tknow.I'mnoteven

interested,allIknowisthatbythe

timetheyleaveIamgoingtohate

cowsandsheepsforquite



sometime."Ilaughed.

Me:"Cows?"

Kay:"Yeah.Mydadhasafarmandhis

alwaystalkingabouthowhewants

metotakeoveritwhenheleavesthis

world.He'salwaystalkingaboutit

claimingthatheisgroomingme!

WhatthefuckdoIknowabout

animalsmina!"Iknowthisisa

seriousmatter,buthisfacial

expressionsandthewayhe'stelling

thisstoryisnothelpingme,injust

wanttocrackupandlaugh."Imagine



memilkingacowwiththisexpensive

manicure!Never!"

Me:"Maybeyoushouldsitdownwith

themagainandclarifythatyouare

gayandnothingisgoingtochange."

Kay:"Heh!AsifIwillhaveachance.

TheminuteIstarttalkingaboutmy

sexualitymymomjustclosesher

eyesandsay'askhulekeni'(let'spray)

I'vedecidedtostoptryingtomake

themunderstandthis.I'lljustletthem

bewiththeirruralminds."Ilaughed.

Wearrivedinschoolontime,Irushed



toclass.ZinhleandAsenathiwere

alreadysittingattheback.

Ase:"Lookwhodecidedtocomeearly

today!Whenwasthelasttimeyou

wereontimeforclass.MrsIshwakis

eventiredofreprimandingyou."

Me:"Goodmorningtoyoutoo

Asenathi."

Ase:"morningdoll."Mxm.

Zintle:"Whathappenedtoyoureyes?



Wereyoucrying?"

Me:"No!Iwasupallnightworkingon

Govendor'sassignment."

Ase:"Ialsodiditlastnight,well

Busanididitforme."

Zintle:"Hawu!Youandhimarefriends

now?"

Ase:"No.Markcamebywithhimlast

nightandIwasbusywithitandhe

offeredtodoitforme.Andkeshame



Iwasn'tgoingtosayno."Zintleshook

herhead.

Zintle:"Youguysarehopeless.Idid

mine2weeksago."

Ase:"awwMsResponsibleplease

don'tjudgeus."Zintlerolledhereyes.

"Anywayonal-"

"Goodmorning,pleasetakeyour

seats."-MrIshwak.

Ase:"agggr!I'lltellyouafterclass."



Wetookoutourbooksandprepared

tolearn.

MrIshwak:"Won'tyoulookatthat,Ms

Universeisearlytoday."Iknowhe

wastalkingaboutme,Zintleand

AsenathigigglednexttomeIrolled

myeyes.

After3longhours,thelecturewas

finallyover.

Ase:"MrIshwakhasasoftspotfor

you?"



Me:"Whome?"

Zintle:"I'vealsonoticed.

Wawunyaka(hewantsyou.)"

Me:"Euw!!"

Ase:"Yes!Andhe'sasexyass

motherfuckathatone!Ifonlyhewas

givingmetheattention,Iwouldhave

longgothim!"Whatthehell.

Me:"SiesmarnAsenathi!He'soldand

married!"



Ase:"He'sasexyoldman!Haveyou

seenhowhothelookswiththat

trimmedgreybeard?"

Zintle:"Girl!!"Theyhighfived!

Me:"Youguysaresick."

Ase:"Stopbeinguptightmarn!I'm

sureyou'vealsonoticedthathe'sa

walkingflame."

Me:"Whatever."Theybothlookedat



me

Zintle:"Admititbabes!"

Me:"What?"

Ase:"Admitit!He'shot!"

Me:"No."

Zintle:"comeon!"Isighed.

Me:"Fine!Heishot.Happy?"They



cheered."Youguysarenuts."

Zintle:"Guys!Iamhomealoneforthis

entireweekend,soI'mhostinga

chilledonSaturday."

Ase:"Saynomore!Ndiyeza(I'm

coming!)"Welaughed,Asenathiisa

truepartyanimal.

Me:"I'llalsocome."

Them:"Waitwhat?!"Inodded.



Zintle:"Youdon'twantustoconvince

you?"Ichuckled.

Me:"No."

Ase:"Areyousure?CauseIhavemy

beggingskillsonlockdownmtshana!"

Me:"I'msurehawu.AkereIneedto

stopbeinguptightandletloose?"

Them:"Yes."

Me:"thisismelettinglooseheh."



Ase:"Yessssss!!"

○

●

°•SIVUYILE•°

ThisismylifenowIsuppose,allIdo

issitwatchTV,eat,playwithChulu

walk,aroundtheyard,watchTV

again,I'mreallygettingboredofthis

lifestyle.IknowImightnot

rememberwhatIwasdoingwithmy

lifebeforethiscaraccident,butI'm

sureitwasn'tsittingaroundathome

anddoingnothing.



I'vebeentryingtosohardto

rememberthingsbutit'sbea

fruitlessattempt,allIhavefornowis

thatflashbackIhadyesterday.I've

optedtolookingaroundthehouse

maybeIwillfindsomethingthatwill

helpjogmymemory,aphotoor

something.Iwenttomymom'sroom

andlookedthroughherdrawers,I

stubbleduponadiamondring,itwas

abitdirty.Ihelditandlookedatitfor

awhile,itwasasifmyeyeswere

stuckonit.

[FLASHBACK]



"Lunathiisdefinitelygoingtolove

that."Istaredatitandsmiled.

Me:"Youthinkso?"

"Iknowso.Whoknewthatyoumy

stupidfriendhadataste!"We

laughed.

Me:"Itsloventwana,Ilookedatitand

Iknewthatitwouldbeperfectformy

Lunathi."

[END]



WhoisLunathi?Couldshebemy

fiancemaybe?IsshemaybeChulu's

mom?Whereissheifshe'snothere?

Isshedead?Ihadallthosequestions

runningthroughmymind.

"Bhabha,whatareyoudoinghere?"I

turnedtoher,hereyeslandedonmy

hand.

Me:"WhodoesthisbelongtoMom?

WhoisLunathi?"Shesighedandsat

downonthebed.

Mom:"Come,sithere."Shepattedthe



spaceonthebed,Isatdown.

"Lunathiisyourwife,she'sInfactyour

chosenone.Thatisherring,itwas

retrivedfromtheaccidentscene."

Me:"What?Whydidn'tyoutellme

abouther?"

Mom:"Iamnotsupposedtotellyou

anythingaboutherbecauseitmight

stressyouanddelayyourprogress."

Me:"Whatdoyoumean?Did

somethinghappentoher?"



Mom:"No,notatall.Youguysarenot

reallytogetheranymoredueto

unfortunatecircumstancesbutwe

areworkingonthatasafamily."

Woah!

Me:"Whathappened?Whydidwe

divorce?"

Mom:"Youarenotdivorced,just

separated."

Me:"Why?Mamawhathappened?"



Mom:"UnfortunatelyIcan'ttellyou

mybaby.PersonallyIwanttotell

you,butthedoctorsandyourdad

thinkitwouldbestifwedon'tsay

anythingaboutwhathappened

betweenyouandher,it'sbetterifwe

justkeepitlikethat."

Me:"Whereisshe?Canyouatleast

tellmethat?"Sheshookherhead.

Mom:"I'vealreadysaidtoomuch

baby."Isighedindefeat.



Me:"Wellthankyouforthelittlethat

you'veshared."

Mom:"It'sgoingtobefine

mntanam,youaregoingtogetyour

memorybackandeverythingisgoing

tofallintoplace."

Me:"Canyouatleasttellmeabout

mylife.Youdon'thavetomention

Lunathi."Shesmiled.

Shestartedtellingmenutsand

piecesaboutmylifeforthepastfive

years.IalsodidfindoutthatIhada

wifebeforeImarriedLunathi,



soundedlikeshewastroubleandmy

momdidnotlikeheratall.Mymom

reallypaintedabeautifulpictureof

mylifeinmymind,Iwasreally

impressedwithmyselfeventhoughI

hadmyfaultshereandthere.

LaterthatafternoonBoitumelo

decidedtodropbyjusttocheckon

Chulu-Soshesays.Imustadmitthis

girlisreallybeautiful,she'sadream

unfortunatelyI'mamarriedman,that

meansIcan'treallyattempttohave

somethingwithher,thatwouldbe

rightatall.



Boitumelo:"Whathaveyoubeenup

to?"

Me:"Nothingmuch,justtryingto

piecemymemorytogether."

Boitumelo:"How'sthatgoingforyou?"

Me:"Ifoundaringtoday."Hereyes

widened."Apparentlyitbelongedto

mywife."

Boitumelo:"Oh."



Me:"Yeah."Ilookedatherfora

while,hereyesarereallybeautiful.

Damn!WhyamIevenadmiringher,I

justfoundoutthatIammarriedfor

heavenssake.

Boitumelo:"UhmSivuyileI'm-"

"Tshinmolosisisisi."Thatwas

Mam'Luvo.

Boitumelo:"Molomah."Shesaidwith

asweetsmile.



Mam'Luvo:"mandiyokulandela

uChulu,uzavuyelaukubona(letmego

andfetchChulu,she'swillbehappyto

seeyou.)"

Boitumelo:"AndIjustsawher

yesterday,she'scan'tgetenoughof

hermo-*ahem*ofme."

Mam'Luvo:"Uyakuthanda(sheloves

you.)"SheleftforChulu'splayroom.I

needtoclearthingsoutwithher

beforeChulugetsherebecauseI

knowshewillcompletelytakeallher

attention.



Me:"UhmBoitumelo,aboutthedate.

Idon'tthinkitwillagoodideaforme

andyoutogoout.ImeanI'ma

marriedman,eventhoughweare

separatedIstillfeellikeIhaveto

respecther."Shelookedshockedfor

asecond,thesheletouthersweet

smile.

Boitumelo:"Itsokay,Iunderstand.

Youdon'thavetoexplain."Ismiledat

her.

Me:"Youarereallyagoodpersonyou



know."

Boitumelo:"Thankyou."Shesmiled.

Mam'LuvocamewithChuluandasI

hadpredictedshetookallher

attention,Iwasmorelikefurniturein

thatroom,I'mjokingshedidmakea

conversationwithmehereandthere.

Ienjoyedwatchingherplaywithmy

daughter,itwasindeedabeautiful

sight.

•

•

•



•

Hecticdaysahead!!!!!

#TCOB

[2/6,12:18PM]DeeBee:#Insert64

•

•

•

•

•

MyheartsmiledwhenIheardhim

sayhedoesn'twanttogooutona

datewithmebecauseheismarried.

Itmighthavebeennothingmajorbut

myheartmelted,howIwishhecan



keepupthisattitudewhenhegets

hismemoryback.

Chuluwaspeacefullysleepingonmy

lap,afterplayingwithher,sheisso

energeticIwonderifIwillbeableto

keepupwhensheturnsayearold.

Me:"Shealwayshasenergyandthe

factthatshe'scrawlingnowisnot

helpingatall."Hechuckled.

Sivuyile:"She'salwaysexcitedtobein

yourpresence."



Me:"Idon'tthinkIwillcome

tomorrow."

Sivuyile:"ohGod,soIhavetodealwith

grumpyChulu."Ilaughed.

Me:"Don'tsaymybabyisgrumpy

hawu.She'salittleangel."Ismiled.

AsifoncueMam'Luvowalkedin

Mam'Luvo:"sekelele?(She'ssleeping

already?)"Inodded.Shecametoand

tookher."Haysanalwambuyangoku,

nokoselilideelixeshauhambile(No

mychildcomebackhomenow,it's



beenalongtimesinceyouleft.)"Ilet

outafakelaugh-

Me:"HaywethuMah."That'sallI

couldsay,Ididn'tknownhowto

respondtoher.Shesmiledand

shookherheadbeforeleaving.

Sivuyile:"Youusedtolivehere?"

Me:"Yeahuhm...Ihavetogo."Ididn't

wantyogetintotroublewithThe

Queenespeciallyafterwhathetold

me.



Sivuyile:"Ohokay.Thankyouonce

againforspendingyourtimewith

Chulu."

Me:"She'sm-she'sasweetheart,I

adoreher."

Sivuyile:"I'msureshedoestoo."I

smiled.Hewalkedmetothedoor,I

gotintothecarandSizwedroveme

tomyflat.

Kaywassittingwithacolouredguy

whenIwalkedintotheflat.



Kay:"UbabeswePrinceubuyile!"

Me:"Yeslove."I'vegivenupontelling

himtostopcallingmebabes

wePrince."Hi."Igreetedtheguy.He

lookedatmeandletoutawidesmile.

Him:"Hi,OMGfriend!Whydidn'tyou

tellmethatshe'syourflatmate?"My

God!Heissogay!

Kay:"whyshouldI?"He'srude!



Me:"uhI'mBoitumelo."Iextendmy

handforahandshake.

Guy:"Honey,almosteveryoneknows

whoyouare.I'mLusciousbutmy

friendscallmeLucy."

Me:"NicetomeetyouLuscious."I'm

nothisfriendmos.

Lucy:"Nodoll,callmeLucyplease!"I

smiled.

Me:"ohkay,Lucy.Didthisfriendof



yoursofferyousomethingtodrink?I

knowhedoesn'thavemanners."

Lucy:"Hedidn't.Heneedstogoback

toschoolandlearnsomemanners."

Kay:"Reallyguys!ThefactthatI

openedthedoorforyoumeanIhave

mannersandIletyousitonmy

couchandnotonthefloor."

Lucy:"mxm!"

Me:"I'llpouryousomethingto



drink,thenIwillstartwiththepots."I

wenttothekitchenandpouredhima

glassofCoke.

Lucy:"Thankyoubabe."Iwentbackto

thekitchentostartondinner.Ididn't

wanttogotomyroombefore

cookingbecauseIknowonceIgetin

thereitwillbehardtocomeout

insteadIwilljustfallasleeponthe

bed.ThenKaywillcomeintothe

roomanddragmeoutofthebed,

muchtomyirritationbecauseIlove

mysleep.

IthoughtKaywasflamboyant,butI



waswrong.Lucytakesthecup,heis

verymuchintouchwithhisfeminine

side,heisloudandverydramatic,not

forgettingtalkative.Hewasasking

mestupidquestionsaboutbeing

marriedintoroyalty,healsoaskedme

aboutThandiwe.Hebasicallyknew

almosteverythingabouttheDlamini

family,andthat'swasthetopicofthe

night,theDlaminifamily.Kaytriedto

changethesubjectbecausehesawI

wasabituncomfortableaboutthis

buthefailed,IguessLucy'smind

can'tbechanged.Heevenaskedwhy

I'mstayinghereinaflatinsteadof

theDlaminimansion,Ihadtolieand



sayIneededspacetofocusonmy

studiesbutIdovisitthemfromtime

totime,heseemedtobelieveme

causehequicklymovedoninto

anothersubject-oftheDlamini

familymindyou!Hewasreallyafan

oftheroyalfamily.

○

ThefollowingmorningIwaswoken

upbymyringingphone.

Me:"What?!"

Bontle:"wakeupandcheckyour

socialmedia!"Whydoesthissound



familiar.

Me:"HaymarnBontle,justtellme

what'sgoingon."

Bontle:"Babyyouaretrending!"Sleep

immediatelyvanished!

Me:"What?!Trendingforwhatnow?"

Bontle:"YouandtheDlaminifamily

aretrendingonsocialmedia.

Apparentlysomeonetweetedabout

youstayinginaflat,thenextthingI



seethere'sa#CheatingPrinceanda

#Boitumelo."Isatupstraight.

Me:"Younotplayingwithmeright

now?"

Bontle:"No!Peopleareattackingthe

Dlaminifamily,theyaregetting

draggedbecauseofSivuyile's

cheating.WenajustcheckonTwitter

otlabona(youwillsee.)"I

immediatelydroppedthecalland

loggedintoTwitterandindeedwe

weretrendingatnumber1and2,this

wasnotgoodatall.Peoplearemean



outthere,someofthemwerefeeling

sorryformewhileotherswerenot.

Buhle_beauty-'shamepoorchild.

#Boitumelo'

Blackangel45-'Ialwaysknewthat

theXhosaPrincewastrash!

#CheatingPrince.'

Goliath-'Sheshouldhaveseenit

comingthough,Imeanshe'sjustan

ordinarygirlandheisafamous

Prince.Hewasobviouslygoingto

cheatonher.#Boitumelo.'



King262-Whowouldcheatonsucha

hotbeaut.Somemenareblind.

#Boitumelo.'

Masa_Masa-'Thewholefamilyis

trash.I'msuretheyknewaboutthis

buttheykeptquietanddidn'tsay

anything.#CheatingPrince.'

Thatwassomeofthefewcomments

Ireadunderthehashtags.Iwas

shocked,howdidthestorycomeout!

Noelseknewaboutmymarital

problemsapartfromthefamilyandI



knowtheywouldneverdothis,not

evenmybrothers.Whocouldhave

leakedthestory?Ihadnoonein

mindright.Myphonerangdisturbing

atrailofmythoughts.

Me:"Ase."

Ase:"babe,didyouseeTwitter?"

Me:"Yeah,Ijustcheckedrightnow.

Howdidthisgetout?"

Ase:"isthereanyoneelseyoutold



aboutthis?"

Me:"No!OnlypeopleIamclosewith."

Ase:"whataboutyourflatmate?"

Me:"Kay?Hewouldneverdothat."

Ase:"neversayneverbabe.Youdon't

knowhimthatwell."

Me:"NoAse!"



Ase:"wellaskhimaboutthis,there's

nocrimeindoingthat."

Me:"N-"Thedooropenedandjay

walkedin."Look,wewilltalklater

aboutthis."

Ase:"Isupposeyouarenotcoming

toclass."

Me:"I'malreadyanhourlateAse."I

overslept.

Ase:"Okay.I'llcomebyyourflatafter



class."

Me:"Sho."Ihungupandsighed.Kay

satdownonthebedandlookedat

me.

Kay:"IamsosorryTumi."

Me:"Youdon'thaveto

apologise,peoplewillalwaystalk."

Kay:"Youdon'tknowdoyou?"I

lookedathim,hehadaguiltylook.



Me:"wait!Youaretheonewhoposted

aboutmystayhere?!"Iwasso

shocked."Howcouldyoudothatto

meMuzikayise!"

Kay:"What!Noitwasn'tme.Itwas

Lucy,I'monlyapologisingbecause

he'smyfriendandIdon'twantyouto

assumethatIhelpedhimwiththis."

Me:"Lucy?Whywouldhedothisto

me?Idon'tevenknowhim."

Kay:"hewasjustexcitedaboutseeing

yousohepostedapictureofyouand



himbraggingthathesawyouand

thatyouarehisbestfriend'sflatmate.

That'showeveryonefoundout,and

youknowhowTwitterpeopleare

theystarteddoingtheirowndigging

andtheyfoundoutthewholetruth."

Me:"ThisisadisasterKay."

Kay:"Imreallysorrymyfriend."

Me:"WhatamIgoingtodo."

Kay:"Whyareyoustressing?They're



notdyinganythingbadaboutyou,in

factsomeofthemarecommending

youforleavinghisass."

Me:"whileothersaresayingIdeserve

itbecauseImarriedhimwhilehewas

stillmarried.TheyaresayingIstole

himfromThandiandIamgoingto

losehimthesamewayIgothim."

Kay:"okaymaybe20percentofthe

commentsarebad,butlookatthe

brightersidebabe,whichisthe80%."I

sighedasIburriedmyheadinmy

hands.



Me:"Thequeenisgoingtoblameme

forthismess.She'sbeentellingme

tomovebacktothemansion,butI've

beenstubbornandadamantabout

beingindependent.ForwhatKay?

Huh?Looknowtheirnameis

splashedallovertheinternetand

theyaretrendingforthewrong

reason."

Kay:"noneofthisisyourfaulthoney.

Youdidn'tknowthatthiswasgoing

tohappen,andyouhadtherightto

leavehercheatingson.Ifshegives



youanyproblemstellmeandIwill

dealwithherforyou!"IguessIgot6

fightersinmycorner.

Me:"Iamsoembarrassed."

Kay:"Whatareyouembarrassed

about?"

Me:"Whatdoyoumean?Iam

humiliatedonsocialmedia,that

meansIwon'tbeabletowalkaround

themallwithoutpeoplegivingme

pitylooks.Myenemiesarerejoicing

rightnow,enemiesIdon'tevenknow!"



Thetrollsonsocialmedia!

Kay:"Hey!Youdidn'tdoanything

wronghere,there'snothingtobe

humiliatedabout.Infactyoushould

behappy,youshouldbeproudof

yourself.Proudthatyouwereableto

leavehimwhenhedidthis

nonsense,somepeopledon'tleave

theystayandallowtheirmento

makethemtheirdoormats.Ifyou

didn'tleaveyouwouldhavemade

himthinkthatit'sokaytocheatand

hewasgoingtodoitagain,whatyou

didwastogivehimalessonthathe

willneverforget.You'vebeenacting



strongforfartolongmylove,solet

peoplepityyou!There'snothing

wrongwithbeingpitieditshowsthat

peoplehavehearts.Evenifyouget

backtogetherwithhimnowpeople

won'tjudgeyoubecauseyoudid

leavehimtheminuteyoufoundout

abouttheaffair."Ilookedathimand

smiled.

Me:"MysisterandAsealwaystellme

IshouldstopactinglikeI'mtheone

whocheated."

Kay:"Andtheyareright!Actuallywe



aregoingoutforlunchtoday!"

Me:"Kayno,I'mnotreadytoface

people.Thisthingisstillfresh."

Kay:"thetrendsarefresh,butthe

cheatingisoldfriend.Youcan'ttell

meyouaregoingtobebothered

aboutsomethingthathappenedso

longago."

Me:"I'mnotlikeyouKay,Iamnot

stronglikeyou."



Kay:"ThatIknow,that'swhyIwant

youtoleanonmystrongsothatyou

canbuildyourownstrong!"TF?"I

wantyoutofeedonit.Youare

actuallystrong,youjustneedcourage

andtostoplettingthingspeoplesay

gettoyou."

Me:"Youthink?"

Kay:"Iknowso.Whilewearestill

talkingaboutyourpersonality,there's

somethingthat'sbeenbotheringme

sinceImetyou,somethingyouneed

toworkon."



Me:"Whatsthat?"

Kay:"Stopbeingapushover."Ilooked

athim."Yeah!I'mnotsayingstop

beingkind,I'mjustsayingyouneedto

learnhowtostandyourground!Alot

ofpeopleplayonyiurheadbecause

theyknowyouwillallowthemand

youwon'tsayanything.Stopletting

peoplewalkalloveryou!"

Me:"Idon'tdothat!"Idefended.



Kay:"Youdo.EvenImyselfusedwalk

alloveryoubecauseofyourkind

personality.Youdon'tevennotice

whenpeopledothat,that'shownice

youare.Itfrustratesthehelloutof

me!"Ichuckled"seriously!Youneed

towomanup!Andwiththefamily

thatyouaremarriedinto,youneedall

thebackbonethatyoucangetmy

friend.I'veheardhowyouletthat

womansaywhatevershepleases."

Me:"Youareright!Idoneedto

womanup."



Kay:"Yes!Andrightnowwearegoing

outandyouaregoingtoholdyiur

headhighandwalkwithprideinthat

mall,ifanyonegivesyoushitabout

todayshitonthemtoo!Iftheyshow

yousupport,smileandthankthem.

BasicallyIwantyoutohavetwo

personalitiestoday,actuallyeveryday.

AmIclear?"Inodded."Ican'thear

you!"

Me:"Yes!"

Kay:"Goodgirl!Iwillofficiallycallyou

badassonceIseesomechangein



you."Ilaughed.

Me:"Thankyoufriendforthat."

Kay:"I'vebeenwaitingtotellyou,Ijust

didn'twanttooverstepany

boundaries,butIfelttheneedtosayit

today."Ismiledaswehugged.

Everyoneneedsfriendsguys!AndI

amblessedtohavepeoplelikeKay

andAseinmylife,theyalways

encouragemetotakeastandand

stopfeelingsorryformyself.

□

□



°•NARRATED•°

"DidInottellthatgirltocomeback

home?!Lookatthisnow!Peopleare

sayingallthehorriblethingsabout

myfamily."MrsDlaminiwasfuming

afterherdaughtershowedherthe

trendsonTwitter.

Lumka:"Mamacalmdown,it'snother

fault."

Mrs'D:"UthiniLumka?(Whatdidyou

say?)Didn'tthiswholethingstartof

ngeTweetaboutherlivinginaflat?



Tellmeexactlyhowisthisnother

fault?"

Lumka:"She'snottheonewho

tweetednjemama."

Mrs'D:"nowdoyouknow?Whatifshe

wassittingwiththepersonwho

tweeted?Huh?Youwerenotthereso

youdon'tknowwhathappened

behindthescenes."

Lumka:"Kodwama-"



Mrs'D:"Yeeey!Valalomlomo

wena!(Shutthatmouth!)Yeses

marn!"Shewasreallyangry."Ijust

hopethisdoesn'tmakeittothe

newspapersandpeoplemustfind

outwhothewomanbehindtheaffair

is.Wewouldlosedealsiftheyfound

outhewascheatingwithhisPA!"

"That'swhymywifeleftme?"Sivuyile

askedashewalkedinthedoor.His

motherandsisterlookedathim

shocked,hewasnotsupposedto

knowthat.



Sivuyile:"Well?"Lumkaclearedher

throat.

Lumka:"Youdon'tneedtoknowallof

thisVuvu."

Sivuyile:"Whynot?"

Mrs'D:"becausethedoctorsaidso

dammit!"Shesnappedmuchtothe

shockofherkids."Listen,youneedto

rememberallofthisonyourown

baby,especiallythestressfulevents

ofyourlife.Ifwetellyouaboutthem

youmighttrytoblockeverythingout



becauseyoudon'twanttorelivethe

hurtyou'vebroughtuntosomeone."

Sivuyile:"thatsomeonebeing

Lunathi?"Hismomnodded."Iwantto

seeher."

Mrs'D:"No!"

Sivuyile:"Pleasemah,Ijustwantto

talktoherandapologiseforhurting

her."

Lumka:"howareyougoingto



apologiseforsomethingyoudon't

evenrememberdoing?"Hesighed.

Sivuyile:"Idon'tknowokay.MaybeifI

apologisetohershemightforgive

meandhelpmeremember."

Lumka:"how?That'sverydumb

Sivuyile."

Sivuyile:"Yousaidourancestorsare

powerfulright?Maybetheyarethe

onesblockingmymind,maybeIneed

toapologisetotheirchosenoneand

maybeIwillgetmymemoryback."



Lumka:"Ifthatwasthecase,whichI

don'tthinkisbytheway,thenthey

wouldwantyoutoapologisefromthe

bottomofyourheart,notbecauseyou

haveto.Andhowistheapology

goingtocomefromthebottomof

yourheartifyoudon'tremember

whatshedid?"

Mrs'D:"Wait!Maybehe'srightLumka.

Youknowhowtheyoverprotective

theyareoftheirChosenOne.Maybe

hedoeshavetoapologisetoher."



Lumka:"Theapologywon'tbe

genuinemama!Hedoesn'tremember

anything!Maybeifhe'shadanimage

orflashbackofhowmuchshebroke

Boi-..uhLunathi'sheartthenmaybe

justmaybetheywouldforgivehim.

Buthehasnoidea!"Lumkawas

gettingannoyed,shewastiredofher

mothertryingtouseBoitumelo.

Mrs'D:"Youhaveapointthere.But

maybewecantrytomanipulate

them,burntheincenseandapologise

tothemfirstbeforeapologisingto

Lunathi."



Lumka:"Mama!"

Mrs'D:"What?Mysonneedstoget

hismemorybackatwhatevercost!

Andthatgirlneedstocomeback

hereandworkonhermarriageso

thatthingscangobacktonormal!

Thewellsaredryingupbackhome

whileshe'ssulkingoversomething

thathappenedmonthsago.She'snot

thefirstpersontobecheatedonand

she'scertainlynotgoingtobethe

last!"Indeedtheproblemshadstart

showingintheXhosaKingdom,the



wellsweredryingupandtherivers

werealsoslowingfollowing.They

haven'thadanyraindropinthelast

fivemonths,andthingswerenot

lookinggoodatall.

Lumka:"Wowmama!Whoknewyou

hadaladyMacBethgeneinyou!"

Mrs'D:"ndakuqhwabawena!(Iwillslap

you!)"Lumkalookedawaywhile

rollinghereyes.

Sivuyile:"MomIwanttodothisright.I

willwaituntiltherighttimearrivesfor



metoapologise."

Mrs'D:"Whenistherighttime?!"

Sivuyile:"Theancestorswillrevealit

allinduetimemom,wejustneedto

bepatient."

Mrs'D:"There'snotimetobepatient

Sivuyile!What?Youwantustosuffer

fromdraughtbackhome?Andifthat

happenspeopleandthelivestockare

goingtostartdying!Isthatwhatyou

want?Peoplemuchdieinorderfor

youguystorealisetheseriousness



ofthisissue?"

Sivuyile:"Ofcoursenotmom,butright

nowweneedtodothingstheright

way.Whoknowswhatmighthappen

ifwecutcorners?"TheQueenclicked

hertonguebeforewalkingoutthe

room.

Lumka:"Youmadeagreatdecision

Vuvu.Mamauzobastrongqhayena!

I'mproudofyou."

Sivuyile:"Wereweinlove?"She

lookedathimandsmiled.



Lumka:"Kakhulu(toomuch).Itwasso

weirdbecauseyouguysfellforeach

otherquickerthanwethought.You

actuallylikedherthefirstdayyou

sawher.Youweretheperfect

couple"shechuckled."Therude

arrogantPrinceandabeautifuldown

toearth,kindPrincess.You

complimentedeachother."Hesmiled

tryingtoimagineherface.

Sivuyile:"thenwhydidIcheat?"He

askedinsadtone.



Lumka:"Onlyyouknowbro.Noone

canneveranswerwhymencheat."

Sivuyile:"Doyouthinkthatwewill

evergetbacktogether?"

Lumka:"Maybe,youguysaresoul

mates,youweremeanttobe.You

mightfindyourwaybacktoeach

otheragain."

Sivuyile:"might?"

Lumka:"She'sstubborn,her



stubbornnessmightstandintheway

ofherfeelings."Hesighed.

Sivuyile:"waytopickherboZizi."

Lumka:"theydidyouafavour.She'sa

beaut."Shechuckled."Astubborn

beaut."

Sivuyile:"IhopeIregainmymemory

soon."

Lumka:"Youwillmntasekhaya,don't

worry."Shewenttohimandgavehim



abearhug.

●

○

°•SIVUYILE•°

WhatdoIdonow?DoIwaitforthe

ancestorsandGod'sperfecttimeor

doIdowhatmymomsuggested?I

wanteverythingtoworkoutwell,so

waitingisthebestdecision.

Iwonderhowshelooked,howher

voicesounded.Wasshesoftspoken

likeBoitumelo,orabitloudlikemy

sisterLulama?Hersmile,wasit

beautiful?Didourdaughterlooklike

her?Ineedtoseeherpicture,Imust



seeherpicture.IfonlyIhadher

phoneIwould'vehavewenttosocial

media,I'msureIwouldfindher

picturethereseeingthatweare

trending,Iwouldn'tevenneedto

searchthatfar.Ineedaphone,ASAP.

MaybeIshouldaskthedrivertobuy

oneforme.Bingo!I'llstealLumka's.

Iwassittingintheloungethinking

abouthowIamgoingtogainaccess

toLumka'sphone,Ineededtocome

upwithasolidplan,worstparther

phoneisalwaysonhershenever

leavesitlyingaround.

Iheardsomeoneburstingthroughthe

doorswhileIwasstillinmyplaning.



Boitumelowalkedstraighttome,she

lookedlikeshe'sbeencrying.

Me:"Hey!What'swrong?"Istoodup

andtriedtohugher,shemovedback.

Boitumelo:"Youjustbrokeme!"

Me:"Me?"Iwasconfused."Isit

becauseIcancelledthedate?I

explainedmysituationtoyoumos

Boitumelo."Shelookedatmeand

tearsfelloffhereyes.Wasshereally

thathurtthagIcancelledourdate?I

meanshedidn'tevenlookinterested



whenIaskedherout.

Boitumelo:"Itsnotaboutthestupid

date!"

Me:"Thenwhatisitabout?"

Boitumelo:"itsaboutthefactthatyou

brokemyheart!Youbetrayedme!

Youcheatedonme!Justwhenam

abouttoforgiveyouandgiveourlove

anothertry,Ifindoutthemost

heartbreakingthingever!Sheisgoing

togiveyoutheonethingyouwanted

themost,onethingyouknewuwasn't



readytogiveyou!Youbetrayedmein

theworstpossiblewayever!How

couldyouimpregnateyourmistress

Sivuyile?DidImeanthatlittletoyou

thatyoudecidedtosleepwithher

withoutprotection?"Shebrokedown,

Ididn'tknowwhattodo.Iwasso

confused,whowasshetalkingabout?

WasIdatinghertoo?MyGodhow

manypeopledidIcheatonmywife

with.

"What'sallthisnoisefor?"Mom

askedassherushedtous.



Boitumelo:"CongratulationsMa,you

aregoingtobegrandmotheragain."

Mom:"What?Whatareyoutalking

about?"

Boitumelo:"Yourson'smistressis

pregnant."

Mom:"Intoni?!"Shelookedshocked.

Boitumelo:"Iamdonewiththis

family!"Sherushedoutthelounge.



Mom:"Lunathiwait!!"Weheardthe

sortslamming!Wait!Lunathi?!Isshe

mywife?

Me:"Lunathi?She'sLunathi?"Mom

slowlynodded.Ifeltdizzyfora

second.Whatthehellisgoingonin

mylife?"Ineedtositdown."Itried

sittingdown,butsomehowImisseda

step.AllIheardwasmymom

shoutingmynamebeforeIblacked

out!

•

•

•
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°•BOITUMELO•°

Ididn'twanttobelievethatthePA

wasreallypregnant,whenAsenathi

showedmeherpictureson

Instagramyesterdaywhenwewere

havinglunchIwasindenialbutwhen

Isawherbrushinghertummyatthe

mallwalkingtowardsmeandmy

friends,Icouldn'thelpbut

acknowledgeit,sheevenhadthe

nervetostopandgreetwiththe

fakestsmileever.Iwasshockedto

saytheleast,mostimportantlyhurt,

shewasgoingtogivehimsomething

thathewantedwithallofhisheart,I



wasn'treadytofulfilhisdreamand

heresheisdoingwhatIcouldn't.It

wasasifsmallneedleswerepiercing

myheart,Iwantedtobreakdownand

cryrightthereonthespot,butIcould.

Ididn'twanttogiveherthe

satisfaction.Theminuteshewalked

awayIorderedKaytodrivemeto

Sivuyile'shouse,Asenathitried

disputingbutIwasadamantabout

goingthere.

Justsittinghereinmyroomthinking

abouthowthatslutwasshowingoff

hertummytomeirksmeup,Ihaveno

moretearslefttocryforthisissue.I



havecriedenoughaboutSivuyile's

affairwithhisPA,thisdoesn'tdeserve

mytearsanymore.Icriedebough

yesterdayaboutthispregnancy.Iwas

reallyhurt,moreespeciallybecauseI

wasreadytotakehimback,but

somehowthispregnancytookme10

stepsback,itrevivedtheemotionsI

feltwhenIfirstfoundoutaboutthis

affair,feelingsofhurt,betrayal,anger

anddisappointment.Acceptingthat

hecheatedisonething,butaccepting

thatheisgoingtohaveababywith

thesamewithhecheatedwithisto

toomuchtobare.WithChuluitwasa

biteasybecausewewerenotreally



inloveplushesleptwiththemother

waybeforeIcameintothepicture,

butwiththis....Ijustcan't.HowIam

goingtoacceptthebabyknowing

verywellthatIhatethemother?How

doIdothat?Ican'tIreallycan't.It's

goingtotakesomeserious

convincingformetochangemy

decisionandgetbacktogetherwith

him.

"Knock!Knock!"Isighedbefore

tellingthepersontoenter.ItwasKay

andhewaswithAsenathiandZintle.

Theyallhadlooksofpityintheir

eyes,whichissomethingIdon'tneed



rightnow.Idon'twanttobemore

depressed.Theyallgotcomfortable

onthebedaroundme.

Kay:"It's12wakeup!"

Zintle:"Howareyoufeeling?"

Me:"I'mfine."

Zintle:"Youdon'thavetolietous

Booty,wejustwanttosupportyou."I

breathedoutloud.



Me:"I'mconfused,I'mhurtZintle.I

don'tknowwhattodorightnow,the

samepersonthatIneedanswers

fromdoesn'trememberanything,he

doesn'tknowmeashiswifehell,he

doesn'tevenknowSandi!"

Ase:"Wereyouwillingtoforgivehim

forthecheating?"

Me:"Yep.Iwasjustwaitingforhimto

gainhismemoryback,thenwewould

startallover.I'mnotsosureabout

thatanymore."



Kay:"Whynot?"

Me:"There'sababyinthemixnow."

Ase:"Youdoknowthatyoudon't

havetoacceptthebabyright?You

don'thavetohaveanyrelationship

withher."

Zintle:"Orhim."

Ase:"Her.That'swhatwewillreferto

itas.I'mspeakingthingsinto

existenceherepeople,workwithme!"



Ichuckled.

Me:"Butthefactisshewillalwaysbe

apartofourlivesandsowillthe

mother.AndI'mnotsureifIwantthat

kindoflife."

Kay:"Itsstressfultrustmedear."

Zintle:"andhowwouldyouknow?"

Kay:"I'velivedgirl!That'sallIam

goingtosay."Welaughed.

Asenathi'sphonerangwhilewewere



stilllaughing.

Ase:"Dabs.....What?.....yeahI'mwith

herrightnow.....okayIwilltellher....

yesandaskherdabs....Alright,bye."

Shehungupandlookedatme.

"Ubhutihasbeenadmitted."Myheart

skippedabeat.

Me:"Whathappened?"

Ase:"Apparentleyhecollapsedafter

y9uconfrontedhim."Mymouth

formedand'O'"thatcouldbealie

thoughyouknowhowmyauntlikes



exaggeratingthings."

Me:"Whatdoesshewantfromme?"

Ase:"Uhm,bhutiwokeupcallingout

foryousoshewaswonderingifyou

couldpopbythehospital."

Me:"No."Ifelttheireyesmovetome.

"I'mnotgoing."

Zintle:"OhcomeonBooty,whatifhe's

memoryisback?"



Me:"So?"IwastryingtoactlikeI

didn'tcarebutdeepdownIwantedto

gothereandseehim.

Kay:"Stopactinglikeyoudon'twant

togo.Justgoforyourownsake."

Ase:"PleaseNathi,plusMaNdekais

alsothere,shewantstoseeyoutoo."

Me:"MaNdeka?Whendidshearrive?"

Ase:"Idon'tknow."Ithoughtaboutit

forasecond.



Me:"fine,I'llgo.Butonlyfor

MaNdeka'ssake."WhoamIkidding?

"Shit!NowIhavetotakeabath."

Kay:"Youaresolazy,yohareevenlazy

totakeabath,wow!"Ilaughed.

Me:"Ididnotsaythathawu."

Zintle:"Justgobath,wewillbe

waitingforyourighthere."Igotoff

thebedandwentouttheroomtothe

bedroom,there'snoensuitehere,Lol.I



tookalonghotshower,asthewater

ranthroughmybodyIcouldn'thelp

butwonderwhatMaNdekawasdoing

here,wasthesomethingwrong

happeningbackintheKingdom?Or

isSivuyile'ssituationgettingserious?

TheminuteIthoughtaboutSivuyile's

situation,Icouldn'thelpbutpanica

bit.Iswitchedoffthewaterandgot

outtheshower,Iwrappedthetowel

aroundmybodyandlefttomyroom.

Myfriendswerestillthere,waitingfor

Godknowswhat.

Me:"hello,Ineedsomeprivacy."



Ase:"Ohpleaseyoudon'thave

anythingwedon'thavesis."Ilooked

atKay.

Kay:"What?Idon'tplayforthatteam

nje."Ishookmyhead,I'veneverbeen

comfortablewithgettingnakedin

frontofpeople,beitagirlorguy,that's

justhowIam.Itookmylotionand

lotionedtheexposedpartsofmy

bodythenIworemyunderwear.

Ase:"RememberMaNdekaisalso

goingtobethere."Iknowwhatthat



means.Iworemyblackbelowthe

kneedressandIcoveredmyhead

withablackscarf.

Zintle:"Whodied?"Theylaughed.

Me:"mxm."Within5minutesIwas

readytoleave,Kayofferedtodriveme

tothehospitalandthegirlswanted

totagalong.

WhenIarrivedatthehospitalthey

showedmetohisroom,hismomand

MaNdekaweresittingaroundhim

andhewasasleep.Iclearedmy

throatbeforegreetingthem.Iwent



andbowedinfrontofMaNdeka,she

smiled.

MaNdeka:"Iwouldbetheonedoing

thattoyou,youknow?"Shesaidin

Xhosa,that'sallthatsheeverspeaks.

Ismiled.

Me:"Ohpleasedon'tgogo.That

wouldbesohumiliating."Shesmiled.

MaNdeka:"Stillrespectfulasever.No

wonderyouareourspecialchosen

one."Icouldn'thelpbutblush.



MrsD:"Whattookyousolong?"

Me:"IcameasfastasIcouldMa."

Shenodded,Iguessshedidn'twant

togivemeattitudeinfrontof

MaNdeka."Howishehedoing?"

Mrs'D:"He'sfine,hejusthasabump

onhishead."Morebumps!This

wouldbefunnyifthingsweren'tso

tensebetweenmeandtheQueen.

Aftertheaccident,Sivuyilehadafew

bumpsonhishead,hehadtocuthis

hairbecauseofthebumpsandthe



wounds,hisheadlookssofunnywith

thebumpsandwithnohair,butthey

werehealedwhenIlastsawhim,I

guesshehasonemoretoworry

aboutnow.

MaNdeka:"Makoti,givemesome

spacewithLunathi."Shewantedto

protestbutdecidedagainstitwhen

shegotastare."Comeandsithere."

Shepointedthechairnexttoher,Isat

down."Doyouknowwhatitmeansto

bethechosenone?Yourkindof

chosenonerather?"



Me:"No."

MaNdeka:"Itmeansyouhavethe

responsibilityofourinyourhands.

Younolongerlivelifeforyourself

anymore,youliveforotherpeopleand

youtakedecisionsthatwillbenefit

thepeopletoo.Youasthespecial

chosenonearethesourceofliving

fortheXhosaKingdom,youbringrain

andgoodlucktoourpeople,toour

village.Doyouknowhowspecialthat

poweris?Youareourbridgewiththe

ancestors,theygrantuswhatwe

wantforourkingdombecausewe

haveyouinourKingdom."



Me:"Idon'tunderstand,howwereyou

copingwithoutme?"

MaNdeka:"Becausewedidn'tknow

youthen,wewerecopingfine.Even

thoughweonlyhadrainlike5times

inayear,itwassomethingthatwas

abletosustainusandourlandfor

sometime."Inodded.

Me:"Sowhyareyoutellingmethis?"

MaNdeka:"Theancestorsarenot



happymychild.Theyarenothappy

withthewaythatweasafamilyhave

treatedyou,theyarenothappywith

ourson'sdoingsandtheyarenot

pleasedthatyouhaveleftpalace."

Me:"Ihaven'tcompletelyleftnje

gogo."

MaNdeka:"Butyoustillleftyour

maritalhome."

Me:"Ithoughttheyweren'tgoingto

doanythingifIleavebecauseof

him."IpointedatSivuyilewithmy



head.

MaNdeka:"Toyouyes.Butto

everythingassociatedwiththe

Dlaminis,theyaredefinitelygoingto

dosomething,andtheyhavedonea

numberofthingsnow."

Me:"Like?"

MaNdeka:"Chulumanco's

sickness,yiurhusband'saccident,the

drylandsbackhome,thedraughtwe

areexperiencing.Soonthelivestock

willperish."What?Myeyeswereall



out,Iwasshocked.

Me:"Thatcan'tbetrue."

MaNdeka:"itismychild.That'swhyI

amheretourgeyoutorethinkyour

decisionofleavingyourhusband."

Me:"HewrongedmeMah."

MaNdeka:"Iknowmychild.ButI'm

sureyoucanfinditdeepinyourheart

toforgivehim."



Me:"IhadforgivehimMaheven

thoughhehasn'tapologisedproperly

tome."

MaNdeka:"Had?"Isighed.

Me:"Yes,thatwasuntilIfoundout

thathe'smistressispregnant."

MaNdeka:"Soyourevokedyour

forgiveness?Isthatevenpossible?"I

keptquiet."Mychild,lifeinmarriage

isnevereasy,youasawomanhaveto

remainstrongandkeepyour

householdstanding.Youcannot



affordtobeshakenbysmallthings

likepregnancy,whatwillhappenwhen

youfacebiggerproblemslikemaybe

yourhusbandlosinghisRoyal

birthright,orwhehhelosesmoney."

Me:"Itsnotthesamemah,he

betrayedme."

MaNdeka:"Itsallthesamemychild.

AllIamaskingfromyouisthatyou

comebackforthesakeofyour

people,notforhim.Youhavea

Kingdomfullofpeoplerelyingonyou.

Youdon'thavetolovehim."Isighed.



Me:"Howisthisgoingtowork?Won't

theancestorsbeangry?"

MaNdeka:"No,notifthingsaredone

inyourway."

Me:"SayIagreetothis,whatwouldbe

requiredofme?"

MaNdeka:"Youhavetomovebackto

yourmaritalhome."

Me:"That'sall?"



MaNdeka:"Yes.Thehardworkwill

comefromus,wewillhavetodoa

ceremonyforyoutoapologisetoyou

andtheancestorsthenthingswillgo

backtonormal."Isighed!

Me:"Iwi-"

"Lunathi....Lunathi."Iquicklystood

uponmyfeetandstoodnexttothe

bed.

Me:"Hey."Ibrushedhishand.This



wasnotthetimeformetobe

throwingtantrums.

Sivuyile:"baby,I'msorry.I'msosorry."

Heremembers?!Hewasabit

hysterical

Me:"shhhdon'tsayanything."

Sivuyile:"Forgivememylove,please

forgiveme."

Me:"Nurse!"Ipressedthebutton.A

nurseimmediately.Ididn'tlikethe



wayhewasbreathing.Thenurse

quicklywalkedin."Ithinkhishavinga

panicattack."Shewentoutandcame

backafterafewsecondswitha

syringeinherhand,sheinjectedhim

withitandheslowlycalmeddown

andmumble'I'msorry'beforehe

closedhiseyes.

Hismotherwalkedinrushing.

Mrs'D:"Whatthehellhappenedhere?

Whatdidyoudotohim?Hewasfine

beforeyougothere."

Nurse:"He'sgoingtobefinema'am.



He'sheartwasjustbeatingfast,he

justneedstocalmdownandhewill

befine.Igavehimamildsedative,he

shouldfine."

Me:"Iuh,IthinkIshouldgetgoing."

MaNdeka:"Pleasethinkaboutwhat

wetalkedabout."

Me:"IwillMah."Sheheldmyhand.

MaNdeka:"Whateverthathappens

fromnowon,juststaystrongand



don'tloseyourway.Rememberthat

everythinghappensforareason."

Me:"Whatareyoutakingabout?"

MaNdeka:"Justrememberthose

words."Thatleftmeconfusedand

scaredatthesametime.Isaidmy

goodbyesandleft.

□

□

°•SIVUYILE•°

ItwasasifIwasdreaming,Iwas

dreamingaboutamylife.Itwas



almostasifIwaswatchingamovie

ofmylife,everythingcamebackto

measaflood.

"Lunathi!"Ishotmyeyesopen.I

lookedaroundandsawMaNdeka

lookingatme,sheshookherhead.

Whendidshegethere?Andwhereis

Lunathi?Irememberseeingherand

hearinghervoicecallingforthenurse.

WasIdreaming?

MaNdeka:"Shelefta2hoursago."Oh

shewasindeedhere."Youlosta

goodwomanson,andnowweare



sufferingforyoursins."

"Mah,pleasedon'tstresshimout

aboutallthosethings."Mymomsaid

walkingintheroom.

Mom:"Howareyoufeeling?"

Me:"I'mfinemom.AllIneedright

nowistoseemywife."

Mom:"Itoldyouaboutthewife

situationSivuyile."



Me:"ImeanLunathiMah,Boitumelo.I

needtoapologiseforwhatIdidwith

Sandi."

Mom:"Sivuyilend-Wait!You

remember?!Yourmemoryisback!!"

Shescreamedshockingusand

herself,shegavekissedmeallover

myfaceincludingmylips,I'mpretty

sureLunathiwouldbelaughingright

now."OhThankyouLordnaniboZizi!

Thankyousosomuch!"Shehad

glassesinhereyes.Shekissedme

onceagain."I'mgoingtolookforthe

doctor."Shequicklyexistedtheroom.



MaNdeka:"Thepowerofourchosen

one."Ilookedatherasshesmiled

lookingup.Wesatinsilencefora

fewminutesuntilthemomcame

backwiththedoctor.Hedidafew

checkupsandaskedmeafew

questions,whenhewasfinally

satisfiedheagreedtodischargeme

onaconditionthatifIexperienceany

serveheadache,Ishouldcomesee

himimmediately.

Hegavemesomemedicationfor

pain,thenhesignedthedischarge

papers.



Mom:"Yourdadissoexcitedabout

this,yoursisterispreparingafeastas

wespeak."Iwasinnomoodtohave

dinnerwiththem,Ineededtofix

thingswithmywifebeforeanything

else.

Me:"Ineedtoseeher."

Mom:"Areyoureallygoingto

disappointyoursisterlikethat?You

canalwaysseehertomorrow."I

lookedatherforamovementbefore

lookingoutsidethewindow.



○

○

°•BOITUMELO•°

Iwasathomewithmyfamily.Bontle

wasbusyhelpingmymomget

dressedforheranniversarydinner

datewithdad.

Mom:"Doyouhavetopaintmyface?"

Bontle:"Yesmama.Youneedtolook

likeabombassqueen."

Mom:"Language!"Ilaughed.Iwanted



totellthemaboutSandy's

pregnancy,butIdecidedagainstit,I

didn'twanttoruinmomanddad's

specialday.

Bontle:"Done!Perfect.Youlooklikea

bomba-"

Mom:"Yey!"

Bontle:"Iwasgoingtosayattractive

mama."

Mom:"I'mstillattractivewithor



withoutmakeupwena!"

Bontle:"Wenana!"

Mom:"Wadlalawena.Backinmy

days,Iusedtodrivemeninsane.IfI

didn'thavestrictparents,maybeI

wouldhavemultiplechildrenfrom

differentfathers."Icouldn'thelpbut

laugh,Bontlealsojoined.Ijustcan't

imaginemymombeingthattypeof

girl."I'mjustgladIwasabletoraise

withthesameprinciples,lookatyou

now.Youarebothmarriedandhave

verybrightfutureaheadofy'all.Iam



veryproudofyouboth.Allofyou

actually,it'swondergivingbirthto

suchfruitfulseeds."

Me:"Ahhmama."Wesharedagroup

hug.

"Mamadadsaysit'stimetogo!"

Mom:"Okay."Shelookedatus"Ilove

youmykids,IknowImaybehardon

yousometimes,butit'sbecauseIlove

yousomuch."



Us:"Weloveyoutoomama."

Mom:"andwenawearegoingtotalk

tomorrow,becauseI'msureIam

goingtocomebackprettylate

tonight."

Me:"Noproblemmah,plusIalsohave

togoandmeetKay'sparents

tonight."Shelookedatherselfinthe

mirroronetime.

Mom:"Alrightgirls,letmegohavefun

withmyman."Sheturnedandwalked

outtheroom.



Me:"Tshisamama!"Wefollowed

behindher.Dadwaspatientlywaiting

forheroveraconversationwithhis

sons.

Mom:"keready."Dad'seyeslitupas

he'slipsmovedformingabeautiful

smile.

Dad:"Awwcherryyakabanna!(My

woman!)"Momblushed,itwasso

weirdtowatch.I'veneverseenthem

likethisbefore.Iknowthattheylive

andrespectoneanother,butthey



neverdisplaytheirlovethatmuchin

frontofus.Theywereoldfashioned

likethat.

○

IneverknewthatKay'sparentswere

likethis,Ithoughthewas

exagerattingwhenhealwaystoldme

aboutthem.MrandMrsSithole,a

veryweirdcombinationifyouaskme.

Themotherisadevoted

Christian,whilethefatherisadown

rightZuluman,withgoatskinsonhis

wristsandallofthat.Iguessit'strue

whentheysaytrueloveconquersall,

Imeanlookatthem,theirbeliefs

clashbutsomehowtheyarehappily



marriedandtheyhaveagayson,this

wouldmakeagreatrealityTVshows.

Mr'S:"Whydidn'tyoutellmethatyou

hadagirlfriend?HehMuzi?Iwouldn't

havebotheredandbrought

Zekhethekohere."Hesaidindeep

Zulu,Kaywasannoyedtothecore.So

MrSitholehere,decideduponhimself

togethissonagirlfriendhopingthat

itwillhelphimgetoverthefeelings

thathehasforboys.Hebroughtagirl

allthewayfromBergvillewiththem

andshe'srightheresittingacross

Kayandtryingtoseducehimwithher

eyesandsmile.Ihadtosuppressmy



laughsbecauseIdidn'twantthe

SitholestothinkIamillmannered

youknowhowthesevillagefolksare.

Itwashilarioustowatchherdoall

thosethings.Apparentlythegirlis

theonewhoprepareddinner,which

meanstheminuteshegothereshe

wentstraighttobusinessanddidher

'wifelyduties'.

Kay:"Sheisnotmygirlfriend."

Mr'S:"kambeusuwumlungu

omnyamamanje,uyabonalento

yakhoyobugayikushintsha



inqondo?(Iforgotyouareawhite

blackpersonnow.Youseethisgay

thingofyoursischangingyour

mindset?)"

Kay:"Akunjalobaba(it'snotlikethat

dad.)"

Mr'S:"I'maskingagain,whydidn'tyou

tellmeaboutyourgirlfriend?Youare

evenlivinginsin."Hesaidinhisdeep

Zulu

Kay:"she'snotmygirlfrienddad."He

answeredinZuluthistimearound



Mr'S:"Sowhatisshedoinghere?"

Kay:"She'smyflatmate,weare

sharingaflat."

Mr'S:"Youtryingtotellmethatyou

aresharingaflatwithsucha

beautifulgirlyetthere'snothinggoing

onbetweenyou?Hayyoudisappoint

memyson.Youshouldhavelong

madeyourmoveonher,bynowwe

wouldbesendingcowstoher

family."IseeKayrollinghiseyes.

"Thisgirlisbeautifulmarn



Muzikayise,shewouldbrightenupour

homestead."Iyoh!Thisisawkward

causeZekhethekolooksabit

disappointedbyallthesecomments.

Mrs'S:"WhataboutZekhetheko?"

Everyoneinthistableisspeaking

Zulu,notourJoburgZulu,butthat

deepruralZulu.

Mr'S:"Secondwife,that'sobvious."

Haibo!Zekhethelo'ssmilecameback.

Myphoneranginmy

pocket,attractingtheeyesofthe

family.Iexcusedmyselfandwentto



answerinmyroom.

Ase:"Alert!Bhutiiscomingthereto

seeyou!"Andjustlikethatshehung

up.Hawu!Thatwasweird.Why

wouldSivuyilecomehereinthe

middleofthenight,whatareKay's

parentsgoingtothinkofme.

Asharppainwentthroughmychest

veryunexpectedly,Iscreamedalittle

asIsatdownonthebed.Itriedto

composemyselfforaminute,and

thepainvanishedbutsomehowitleft

mewithaheavyfeelinginmyheart.I

hadtheurgetocry,Idon'tknowwhy.



Allofasuddenmymoodchanged

completely.KaywalkedinwhileIwas

sittingonthebedtryingtofigurethis

feelingout.

Kay:"Areyouokay?"

Me:"Idon'tknow.Iwanttocry."He

laughed.

Kay:"Youwanttocry?Why?Isit

becauseofmydad?"Ishookmy

headastearsfilledupinmyeyes.

"Hey,what'sgoingon?"Hepulledme

intohisembrace,itwasasifhewas



sayingcrymeariver."What

happenedboo?Youarescaring."

Me:"Idon'tknow.Ijustfeelsadand

myheartisheavy."

Kay:"Okay,letitalloutbaby."

Afterafewminutesofcryingand

nowtryingtocomposemyself,my

phonerang.Kaytookituponhimself

tousseeingthatIwasinnostateto

talk."She'snotokayatmoment,butI

canpassonthemessage.....Oh?

UhmI'll-I'llletherknow....I'llbring

her....okaybye."



Me:"Whatdidtheywant?"

Kay:"Baby."Hesatnexttomeagain.

"OhGodhowdoIsaythis!I'm

there's...Jesus!"Helookedlikehe

alsowantedtocry.

Me:"What?"Helookedatmewith

glossyeyes."Justtalkdammit!"I

didn'tmeantosnap.

Kay:"OhMyGod.There'sbeenan

accident!"



Me:"What?!"Assoonashetoldme

whowasinvolvedonthecarcrash,I

screamedmylungsout.Itcan't!It

cannotbe!WhenwillIeverfindpeace?

When?!It'struewhattheysay:'when

itrainsitpours.'That'showIfeel

rightnow.Mylifewasnevergoingto

bethesameafterthis.

•

•

•

•

•
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2daysagomylifechanged,myheart

wasbrokenintopieces,thingswere

nevergoingtobethesameever

again.Withjustonecrashwewere

orphans.ThisistheworstpainI've

everfeltinmyentirelife,Iwasstill

youngtolosebothmyparentslike

that.JustwhenIthoughtthingswere

gettingbetter,lifehadtotakeanoff

ramp.WhenIfoundoutaboutmy

parentscarcrash,Iwasdevastated

butnothingcomparedtohowIfelt

whenthedoctorcameandtoldus

thattheywerebothnomore.It'sbeen

2days,butIcan'tseemtostopcrying

andthepeopleherearoundthe



housearenotmakingthingsany

betterwiththeirsadsongsand

meaninglesswordsof

encouragement.Itwouldhavebeen

betteriftheyweresickor

something,theydidn'thavetoJust

diesounexpectedly.Couldn'tGodat

leasttakeoneparentinsteadof

takingthemboth?Why!Whydidhe

choosetomakeusorphans?

"Punkieopenup."Myheadwas

burriedunderthecoversandasusual

Iwascrying,asilentcry.



Bontle:"Punkiepleasebabyopen."I

wasbackathomeinmyroom,I've

beeninthereforthepasttwodays,I

haven'teatenbathedorspokento

anyoneasyet.Howevermyauntdid

comeknockuntilIopenedthis

morning,shegavemeabowlofsoft

porridgethensheleftwithmykey,so

thedoorwasn'tlockedanymore.

Bontle:"Ifyoudon'topen,I'llask

Thabangtobreakdownthedoor."

Imaginesleepinginaroomthathas

nodoor.Iuncoveredmyhead



Me:"Itsnotlocked."Sheopenedand

lookedatmewithsadnessallover

hereyes,hereyeswerealsopuffy.

Bontle:"Youneedtogetoutofthis

roomandinteractwithpeople

Punkie."

Me:"Idon'twantto."

Bontle:"Youneedyourfriends.They

areoutsidewaitingforyou."

Me:"BontleIjustwanttosleepand



nottalktoanyone."

Bontle:"Baby.Youcan'tbealoneata

timelikethis.You'vehaven'tsaid

anythingtoanyofuseversincethat

day.WealsolostthemPunkie,we

arealsohurting."

Me:"Peopledealwithhurtindifferent

ways,Idon'twanttobearound

people."

Bontle:"Punkie-"



Me:"JustleavemealoneBontle."I

saidinthelowesttoneever.

Bontle:"Atleastcomeandsayhito

them,youcan'tletthemleavewithout

sayinganythingtothem."Iwantedto

screamandtellhertogetthehellout

ofmyroom,butIcouldn'tshewas

alsogrieving.Shelefttheroomafter

afewminutesofnoresponsefrom

me.AllIwantedtodowastocurlup

inaballandcrymylungsoutinthe

comfortofmyblankets,Iwantedto

bealone.Ididn'twantseeorhear

anyone,theywereallgoingtotellme

thesamethingthattheyarestillhere



withme,howbecauseIcan'tsee

them.AllIwanttohearismymom

shoutingatmetowakeupormydad

lookingatmewithasmileandcalling

hisprincess.Iwantedtoheartheir

voicesandfeeltheirtouch,Iwanted

toseetheirbeautifulfacesevenifit's

forashortwhile,butIwantedthem

here,herewithmetalkingtomeand

laughingwithme.WhyLord?Whyme?

Couldn'tyouchooseanothertimeto

takethemawayfromme?Myheart

wasbrokenbeyondimagination,Iam

numbandallIcandoiscryandbury

myselfundertheseblankets.



"Nathi?"Whataretheydoinghere?I

feltmybedmove,Iguesstheysitting

down.

Ase:"Nathibaby."Isniffed."I'mso

sorrymylove."Iletoutacry.

Someoneremovedtheblankets,they

wereluckyIwasn'tholdingthem

becauseifIwas,Iwasn'tgoingtolet

go.Isatupstraightandlookedat

them,theirlookswerenotmaking

thingsanyeasier.Ijustbrokedown

evenmore,realitywasslowlysinking

inonceagain.



Zintle:"Ahhbaby."Shehadtearsin

hereyes.Shecametomeandpulled

meintoherembrace.Icriedonher

chestforafewminutes,itwasnot

reallyasilentcry.

Kay:"Mylove,Idon'tknowwhatto

saytoyourightnow.Icanonly

imaginethepainyouarein,Iamsure

it'snoteasylosingbothparentsat

thesametime,I'mreallysorryfor

yourlossandIjustwantyoutoknow

thatwheneveryouneedtotalk,I'm

justaphonecallaway."Idon'twant

totalk,whatamIgoingtosaywhenI

talk?



Ase:"Yesbaby,wewillalwaysbehere

foryou."

Me:"Thankyouguys."Isaidina

shakyvoice."Ijustcan'tbelievethat

theyaregone.Ikeeponhopingthat

oneofthemwillbustthroughthe

doorandshoutatmeforstill

sleepingatthistime."

Zintle:"Yourmom.Yourdadwould

neverdothathewasasweetheart."I

smileabit



Me:"Onlywhenhewantedto."They

laughed.

Zintle:"Rememberwhenwesnuckout

ongrade8andwenttoSbu'shouse

party?"Inodded"Hefoundoutabout

itandgaveusabeatingofour

life,thenhetoldmyparentswhoalso

whoopedourasses."

Me:"Thenhedecidedtomakeus

workathisworkforawholemonth

withnopay."

Kay:"What?Yourdadwascold."They



laughed.Iwantedtolaughtoo,butI

couldn'tespeciallyafterhearingthat

'was'.

Zintle:"Hewasthebestdadever

though,alwaysputhisprincessfirst.

Andhewasveryoverprotective."

Me:"HowIwishBontledidn'tget

marriedearly,maybethe

overprotectivenesswouldbeshared

betweenthebothofus,becauseit

wasbittoomuch."Theylaughed

again."Buthe'sgonenow.Iwon'tbe

gettinganymoremorningcallsfrom



himtellingmehowmuchhemisses

mybreakfast,andhowmomis

abusinghimwithsoftporridgeevery

morning."Ichuckledwithtearsinmy

eyes."Nomorehearingabouthis'in

mytime'stories,andhiswisewords."

Ididn'tlaughatthat,tearsstreamed

downmyface."Hewasthepillarof

mystrength,healwaysliftedmeup

whenIfell.Mytrueknightinshining

armour."Don'tgetmewrong,Iloved

mymomalot,butIlovedmydad

more.WeirdIknow,butdadwasthat

onepersonwhowantedto

understandmyproblemsbefore

reacting-IrememberwhenIgotinto



afightinprimary,theteachercalled

themandinformedthemaboutmy

fightandIwassuspendedfor3days.

InsteadofbeatingmeasIthoughthe

would,hesatmedownandaskedme

whathappened,Itoldhimthewhole

storyonceheunderstooditonlythen

didhepinchmytighs.Whilemomon

theotherhanddidtheopposite,she

gavemehiddingbeforeaskingmeto

explainthewholesituationtoher.My

dadalwaystooktimetounderstand

thesituationbeforereacting,andhe

wasalwaysthereformewheneverI

neededhim.Yeshewasstrict,butat

thesametimehewaslikemyown



personaltherapist,hewastheonly

personwhopaidattentiontomy

storieseventhoughhedidn'tknow

anyofthepeopleIwastalking

about,buthealwaysseemed

interestedtolistentome.That's

whatIlovedabouthim,hegaveme

histime.Icriedjustthinkingabout

themomentsIsharedwithwiththem

both,theirvoiceswereechoinginmy

head.That'sallIwasleftwith,just

memoriesandthesoundoftheir

voicesinmyhead.

Zintle:"Don'tcrybaby."Ievenforgot

theywerestillintheroom."Justbe



strongandthistooshallpass."

Me:"HowZintle?Ihaven'taccepted

thattheyaregone.Iknowtheyare

gone,butithardtobelieveandto

acceptit,ithurtsZintleandtheonly

waytonumbthepainistocry.How

amIgoingtolivewithoutthem,who's

goingtoguidemeinthisthingcalled

life?Iamnothingwithoutthem."Just

thinkingaboutitbrokemyhearteven

further.

Ase:"Youhaveyoursiblingsbaby."



Me:"Theyhavetheirownlives.At

leastiknewthatnomatterwhatI

needmyparentswillnevergettired

ofme,theywillalwaysbeavailable

andreadytohelpmewithanything."

Ase:"Sameapplieswithyour

siblings."

Me:"Theyarenotalwaysavailable

youknow.Whenwasthelasttime

theycalledmeforalongdecent

conversation?Idon'tremember.I'm

notmadatthem,theyalsohavetheir

ownlives.I'mscaredthatwithoutmy



parents,Imightnothaveany

emotionalsupportinthisworld."

Kay:"Don'tsaythatmylove."Theyall

camecloserandhuggedme.Howdo

Igetoverthishurt?Isthereamanual

ofgettingoverpain?

○

Whoeversaidtheseslowgospel

somgswereperfectforafunerals

waswrong,theydomoreharmthan

good.SohereIamsittinginthe

loungewiththefamily,they'resinging

theseslowsongsandprayingin

between-thisdampensmymood



evenmore,insteadofsingingand

prayingIfindmyselfcryingand

beggingGodtobringbackmy

parents,that'sall.Iwantedthemto

wakeupfromthatmortuaryand

comehere.Idon'twanttobehere

sittingandcryingmylungsoutasI

lookattheelderssittingonthe

mattressqithlitcandles,Idon'twant

that.Iwantmyparents,Iwantmy

mom!Iwantmydad!

Ididn'tevenrealiseIwascryingout

louduntil3womanwerearoundme

holdingmeandtryingtomakeme

drinkwater.



Woman1:"Phuzaphuzasisi."Igulped

abit."Nazoke."

Woman2:"Konkekuzolunga

mntanam(Everythingisgoingtobe

alright).Alehangalugehlanga."I

wantedtoscreamafteehearingher

saythat,Ihatedthatthatsaying.My

brotherscametous,theytoldthey

womentheywilltakeoverfromhere.

Thabang:"shhhh."Myfacewas

burriedinhischestassobsescaped

mymouth."I'msorryPunkie,I'm

reallysorrylilsis."Iheardhimsniff.



Me:"Ithurtssobad,whydidtheyhave

toleavesosoon?Huh?Couldn'tthey

waituntilIwasoldenough,Idon't

thinkIcangetoverthishurtabuti.We

areorphansnow."Icriedeven

more,he'st-shirtwaswetwithtears.

Thabojustshookhisheadqithtears

inhiseyesthenhewalkedoutthe

lounge.Thesinginghadn'tstop,they

werestillcarryingonandsinging

theirheartsout.

Thapelo:"Youarenotanorphan

Punkie,youhaveus."



Thabang:"shhhh,it'sgoingtobefine

Punkie.Weareallhereforeach

other."Iburriedmyfaceinhischest

againandcriedashebrushedmy

back.

●

°•SIVUYILE•°

Lifeisunpredictable,andit'sshort.At

somepointweareallgoingtodie

andleaveourlovedonesbehind.As

muchasit'sunpredictable,Iwasn't

expectingfortheMokoenastodieoh

sosuddenly,tomakemattersworse

theybothdiedatthesametime



leavingtheirchildrenbehindtodeal

withlifeontheirown.Iwasmore

worriedaboutLunathi,mywifeisnot

thatstrongandIamsurethatsheis

brokenrightnow.Iknowtheothers

theyarealsoinpainbutIknowthey

areverystrongindividuals,while

Lunathiontheotherhandisvery

fragile.Ididgotopassmy

condolencesyesterdaywhenIfound

outabouttheunfortunatepassingof

theparents,Iwenttherewithmy

family.Unfortunatelywedidn'tgetto

seeLunathiinthecrowd,apparently

shehadn'tlefttheroomeversince

theycamebackfromthehospital.I



won'tlieIwasexpectingthesiblings

toreactbadlyaboutmypresence,but

somehowtheyseemedpleasethatI

cametoshowmysupport,Iguess

theyweretohurttothinkaboutthe

past.

Me:"I'mgoingtoseeLunathi."

Mom:"Youcan'tdrivenjebaby."My

legwasstillactingupandIwasstill

usingcrutches.

Me:"Sizweisstillhere,he'sgoingto

driveme."



Mom:"Whatifshedoesn'twantto

seeyou?"

Me:"Reallymom?"Whatthehellis

goingonwithmymom?She's

changingandIdon'tlikeit.

Mom:"I'mjuststatingthepossibility.

Shedidn'twanttoseeanyone

yesterdaywhatmakesyouthinkshe

wantstoseeanyonetoday?"

Me:"I'lldealwiththatwhenIgetthere.



Seeyoulater."

Mom:"hayokay.Sendmyloveto

her."Lumkacoughed,Iknowwhy.

Lumka:"I'mcomingwith."

Mom:"Hebethun!WhoandI'm

supposedtositherealone?"

Lumka:"Youhaveahousefullof

woman,pickonetokeepyou

company."Shewasalreadydressed

appropriately.Itookmyphoneand



weheadedout.Sizwewasalready

waitinginthecar,wegotinandwe

left.

Sizwe:"Howissheholdingup?"

Me:"EyyIdon'tknowmyman,I

haven'tseenher.I'msureshe'snot

copping."

Sizwe:"There'snopainthatcompares

tolosingaparent,imaginehowitis

losingtwoatthesametime."



Lumka:"Itmustbeawful."

Sizwe:"Itis.Thisgirlhasbeen

throughalotinsuchashortspaceof

time."Isighed

Me:"Tellmeaboutitandshe'svery

fragileIdon'tknowhowshe'sgoing

tocomebackfromthis."

Lumka:"Youjustneedtobetherefor

herandsupportather."

Me:"Iwilldefinitelydothat.I'veput



herthroughalot."

WearrivedattheMokenahomestead,

afewcarswereparkedoutsidethe

yard,itwasalreadydarkoutside."You

comingin?"

Sizwe:"Yeahsure."Wegotoutandhe

lockedthecarbeforeweenteredthe

yard.IspottedThabostandingbit

fatherfromthehouse,Ididn'tknow

whethertogotohimorcarryonand

getinthehouse.

Me:"Uhyouguyscangoin,Ijustneed

totalktosomeoneforabit."Iwalked



tohim,hewasstaringintospaceand

smoking.Ijuststoodthereand

staredintotheairwithoutsaying

anything.

Thabo:"Youknowwhathurtsmethe

most?"Hesaidafteralongsilence.

Me:"What?"

Thabo:"ThefactthatmyPunkie

thinksshe'sgoingtobealoneinthis

world."



Me:"Whywouldshethinkthat?"

Thabo:"We'vebeenneglectingher

thesefewmonths.We'veallbeento

busywithourlivestojustcalland

checkuponourlittlesister."He

sighed."Idon'twanthertofeellike

that.Ifshefeelsthatway,thatmeans

shewilldefinitelyfeeltheabsenceof

ourparentsandthatwillmakeithard

forhertomoveon.Idon'twantthat

forher."It'samazinghowheonly

caresabouthowhe'slittlesisteris

goingtocopewiththeaftermath.



Me:"Shewon't.Youwillbethereto

makesurethatshedoesn'tfeelthat

way."

Thabo:"Howwhenwe'vealready

failedtodothatwhiletheparents

werestillalive."

Me:"Iknowyouwillmakesurethat

sheneverfeelsneglectedandalone.

Youguyslovehertoomuchto

neglecther."

Thabo:"Yeahneh.Tothinkdadwas

reprimandingusaboutthatonthe



nighttheydied.Iguesstheprincess

complainedtohim."Hechuckled."

Hedidn'twanttohearherprecious

jewelcry."IsmiledasIthoughabout

thatman'sloveforhiskids."Littledid

Iknowthattheyweregoingtoleave

us.Maybethatwashislastwish,for

ustoneverabandoneachother,to

neverneglectoneanothernomatter

howbusyweare."

Me:"Itwasdefinitelyhiswish."

Thabo:"Questionis,howdowemove

onfromthis?"



Me:"Together.Withfamilyand

friends."Helookedatme,thenlooked

forwardagain.

Thabo:"Youareright,Iguess."

Me:"Howisarethey?"Icouldseethat

hewasnotokay,buttryingtoact

strong.

Thabo:"Notokay,weareallnotokay.

Wearejusttryingtoactstrongfor

thesakeofoursisters,eventhough



Bontleisn'tcryingthatmuchbutIcan

seeandfeelherhurt.ThepersonI

ammostworriedaboutisPunkie,she

hasn'teatenin2daysandshe's

shuttingeveryoneout.Sheonlycame

outofherroomtodaybecausemy

auntforcedher,ittookherthreathing

tobeatherup."

Me:"She'sverystubborn."He

chuckled.

Thabo:"Tellmeaboutit.Idon'tknow

howyoudealwithherstubbornness."

Ihaven'tdealtwithitinalongtime.



Me:"Imissit."Thewordsflowedout

ofmymouth.

Thabo:"Youfuckedup."OhGod,are

wereallygoingtotalkaboutthat.

Me:"Iknow.I'mwillingtomakeupfor

it,fortherestofmylife."

Thabo:"Youareluckywelike

you,otherwisewewouldhavelong

brokeyourkneesforbreakingour

sister'sheart.Nexttimeyouwon'tbe



solucky."

Me:"Therewon'tbeanexttime."

Thabo:"Ihopeso."

Westoodthereforafewminutesas

wesmokedthenweenteredthe

house.Abunchofwomanwere

sittingtheretalkingwhilesomewere

singing.Achubbywomanmadeher

waytous.

Woman:"Helang!Helang!Ke

mokhwenyanaeo?(OhMy!Isthisour



soninlaw?)"

Thabo:"Eyarakhadi(yesaunt.)

Sivuyilethisismyfather'ssister

rakhadiSelome,rakhadithisis

SivuyileBontle'shusband."Iextend

myhandforashake,insteadshe

engulfedmeintoanembrace.

Aunt'S:"FinallyIgettoseeyoulive!

Youaresohandsome."Iletoutan

awkwardlaugh."I'msureyougotthe

looksfromyourdadneh?"

Sivuyile:"Y-"Thabojumpedin



Thabo:"Rakhadi,he'sactuallyhereto

seehiswife."

Aunt'S:"Hewillseeher.Boitumelois

notgoinganywhere."

Thabo:"Hehasaflighttocatchinan

hour."

Aunt'S:"Ohalright.Iguesswewill

talksomeothertime."Sheexcuses

us.



Me:"Thankyouforsavingme."He

chuckled.

Thabo:"Youwillneedmoresaving

thenexttimeyouseeher.Justtry

stayingclearofher."Ilaughed.

Me:"Isshethatbad?"

Thabo:"Wayworse!"Wemadeour

waytothesittingroomwherehis

siblingsweresittingwithSizweand

Lumka.Ispottedheesittingonthe

cornerstaringintospace.Igreeted

everyonebeforesittingdown.



Thabang:"Youcansithere,I'llsit

there."HewassittingnexttoLunathi.

Ididn'tknowwhattosayuntilLumka

pointedmetothechairwithhereyes.

Weswappedplaces,shedidn'teven

realisewhatwashappeninginher

space.Shelookedlikehersoulhas

beensuckedoutofherbody,hereyes

wereswollenandred.Iwantedto

grabandbringherclosetomeand

lethercryonmychest,Iwantedto

transferherhurttome.Icouldn't

bareseeingherlikethat,itjust

broughttearstomyeyes.Herbright

smilewasgone,itwasreplacedwith



sorrow.Ididn'tevenrealiseIwas

staringuntilThapelopokedme.

Me:"*ahem*"

Thapelo:"Wearealsohere,youknow."

Ichuckled.

Bontle:"Dilevhaditshwaneabuti(the

levelsarenotthesamebrother.)You

arelevel1andsheislevel10."We

laughed.Atleasttheyarestillableto

crackupjokes.



Thapelo:"Attentionnyanaatleast,he

willhavehistimewithPunkie."

Thabang:"Mybrother,geta

girlfriend,youarescaringus."We

laughedagain

Thapelo:"excuseme?Whatdoyou

mean?"

Sizwe:"Ithinkhe'sscaredthatyou

mightbeplayingfortheotherteam."

Laughteragain



Thabang:"Excuseme,what?"Heheld

hischestinadramaticmanner

crackingusup.Wespokeforabit,as

muchastheywerelaughingyou

couldseethesadnessintheir

eyes,theywereusingthejokesto

musktheirhurtandkeeptheir

thoughtspreoccupied,whichis

exactlywhatIwoulddotooifIwasin

theirshoes.Howevermywifewas

notgoodathidingheremotions,you

didn'thaetoaskhowshefeelsyou

couldclearlysee.

Me:"CanItalktoyou."Iwhisperedin

herear,Iwasprayingthatshedoesn't



decline.Shelookedatmeandstood

up,IstooduptooandSizwehanded

methecarkeys.Wewalked

outside,wellIwaslimping,Idecided

toleavemycrutchesathomeandI

knowIamgoingtofacethe

consequencesofthatwhenIget

home.Iunlockedthecarandopened

thebackseatwebothentered."How

areyoufeeling?"

Lunathi:"Idon'tknow,Ireallydon't

knowhowtoexplainmyfeelingsright

now.I'mjustnumb,Iwantsomeone

towakemeupfromthisnightmare."

Hervoicewasbreaking."Iambroken



Sivuyile,brokenbeyondtheword

broken.Idon'tknowwhattodowith

myself.Istillcan'tbelievethatthey

aregone,bothofthem."Ibroughther

closerandlaidhertomychest.

Me:"I'msosorrybaby,I'mreallysorry

mylove."Shesnifed,Iguessshewas

cryingagain.

Lunathi:"Thankyouforcomingtosee

me."Shesaidinbetweencries.

Me:"Ididn'tknowwhetheryouwould

wanttoseemeorchasemeaway."



Shesighed.

Lunathi:"Iwouldn'tdothat.I've

forgivenyou."Imovedherfrommy

chestandmadeherlookatme.

Me:"Seriousmylove?"Shenodded.

Lunathi:"CanIgobacktomyresting

placenow."IchuckledasIlaidher

backonmychest.Wesatinsilence

andlistenedtoeachother'sbreathing

sounds,asweirdasthatisIwas

enjoyingit.Ienjoyedhavinghersleep

onmychestlikethis,it'ssomething



I'vebeenlongingfor.Iplayedwithher

hairsoftlyuntliIheardhersnoring

lightly,shewasasleep.Ikissedheron

topoftheheadandcarriedon

playingwithherhair.Consideringthe

circumstances,Iwasatahappy

place.
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°•SIVUYILE•°

Knock!Knock!

Islowlyopenedmyeyes,Lumkawas

standingoutsidethecarand

knockingonthewindow.Idon'teven

knowwhenIfellasleep,lasttimeI

checkedIwaswatchingLunathi

sleepingonmychest.

Iopenedthewindow.



Lumka:"Timetogobroh."Dowehave

to.

Me:"Alright."Iclosedthewindow.

"Babe."Ishookhergently."Baby

vuka."

Lunathi:"Mmmmh."

Me:"WakeupIhavetogo."Shewoke

upandsatupstraightwhilerubbing

hereyes.



Lunathi:"Whattimeisit?"

Me:"It's22:00."Isaidafterchecking

mywristwatch.Shesighedandlaid

herheadback.

Lunathi:"I'msotired.Ihaven'tsleptin

days."

Me:"Youshouldgoinandsleepthen

mylove."

Lunathi:"Ican't,everytimeIclosemy

eyestheyareallIsee.I'mactually



surprisedthatIslepthere."That

brokemyheartabit."MyheadGod."

Me:"Thenmaybeyoushouldcome

homewithme."Shesmiled.

Lunathi:"TemptingbutIcan't."

Me:"Whynot?"

Lunathi:"Myauntspecificallytoldme

nottoleavetheyard,I'msureonce

shefindsoutthatIleft,she'sgoingto

flip."



Me:"Notifyoutellherthatyouwere

withme.Ithinkshehasasoftspot

forme."Shechuckled.

Lunathi:"Youwish.ButIcan'tcome

withyou.Iwilltrysleepingtablets,

theygavemethoseinhospitalthey

haven'tbeenworkingthough.MaybeI

shouldincreasethedosage."

Me:"No!Sleepingtabletsarevery

addictivebabe.Youdon'twanttofind

yourselfneedingthemtosleepevery

time."



Lunathi:"Yeahhey,butIneedthem

now."

Me:"Whydon'tyousleepwithoneof

yoursiblingstonightandseehow

thatgoes."

Lunathi:"I'llsee."

Me:"Tellyouwhat,I'llsingyoua

lullaby."Shesmiledandagainher

smiledidn'treachhereyes.



Lunathi:"Letmegobackin.Thank

youforcoming."Ismiled.

Me:"Youdon'thavetothankme.I'm

yourhusbandandIwillalwaysbe

hereforyou."

Lunathi:"Goodnight."What?Already?

Sheattemptedtoopenthedoor,I

heldherhand.

Me:"Areyoureallygoingtoleavejust

likethat?"



Lunathi:"Whatdoyoumean?"

Me:"Ahbaby,nogoodbyekissfor

yourhusband?ComeonImissed

yourlips."Sheblushed.

Lunathi:"Idon'tthinkIamallowedto

beintimatewithanyoneinatimelike

this."Ilookedatheramused.

Me:"Don'tlie."

Lunathi:"Doyouevenstillknowhow

tokiss?"Ilaughed



Me:"Ohwow!Areyoureallygoingto

dissmelikethat?"

Lunathi:"Imeanyou'vebeenoffthat

radarforquitesometimehey."I

laughedagain,thenIgrabbedherand

laidmylipsonhers.

Me:"GodknowshowmuchImissed

you."Isaidafterbreakingthe

kiss,sheblushedandlookedaway.

Lunathi:"Ireallyhavetogo."Ismiled



andsheopenedthedoorandleft.

MinuteslaterLumkaandSizwe

enteredthecarandwedroveoff.

Lumka:"Sooooo?"

Me:"Soooowhat?"

Lumka:"YouknowwhatIwantto

know."

Me:"I'mnotpsychic."

Lumka:"Mxm.Areyouguysback



togethernow?"Ismiled.

Me:"Uthandaindaba."

Lumka:"Ohcomeon.Tellmeplease

Vuvu."

Me:"Forcallingmethat,I'mnotgoing

totellyouanything."

Lumka:"OkayI'msorrykeV-."

Me:"mandizithulelemnamntakaZizi."



Lumka:"Comeonmntasekhaya."

Me:"Imnottelling."

Lumka:"Okay,atleastgivemeahint

nyana."

Me:"No."

Wespentthewholejourneywithher

beggingmetotellherwhathappened

betweenmeandLunathi.Iwasnot

readytosharewiththefamilythatwe

arebacktogether,Iwantedustodo



thingsinourownpacewithout

anyoneputtingpressureonus.

Whenwegothome,momwasno

whereinsightwhichmeansshewas

alreadyinherroom.Iwentstraightto

mineleavingLumkacallingmyname.

AndasIhadpredictedmylegwasin

pain,IfeltthepainassoonasIsat

downonthebed.Iwenttothe

bathroomtodrinksomepain

medication,IguessIhavetoendure

thepainuntilthetabletskickin.I

tookoffmyclothesandgotintothe

bedinonlymyboxers.Itookmy

phoneanddialedanumber.She

answeredafterafewrings.



Lunathi:"Hey."

Me:"Areyouinbed?"

Lunathi:"UhmyeahId-"

"SilenceinmyroomPunkie.Iwantto

sleeptuu."

Lunathi:"Idecidedtosleepwith

Thapelotoday,hehasrules.SoIcan't

reallytalkrightnow."Ichuckled.

Me:"IguessIwon'tbesinging



anymore.Luckyme."

Lunathi:"Luckymeyoumean.Iknow

youweregoingtodestroymyears.

Goodnight."Shehungup.Ilaughed

aloneforasecond.Ican'tbelieveI

almostlostmywifeforgood

becauseofmystupidity.

Iendedthenightwithasmile

plasteredonmyface.

○

WhydoIalwayshavetobewokenup

byknocks.Can'tpeoplewaituntilI

wakeuponmyown,dotheyalways

havetodisturbmypeace.



Iwokeupandwenttoopenthe

door,andtherewasLumkastanding

therewithanunreadableexpression.

Me:"Ihopeyouarenothereabout

LunathibecauseIamstillnottelling

youanything."Sheshookherhead.

Lumka:"Yourmistressandherfamily

arehere."What?!

Me:"Youhavegottobekiddingme."

Lumka:"I'mserious.Momand



MaNdekawantyoudownstairs

ASAP."Sheturnedandleft.Iclosed

thedoorandsatonmybed.This

cannotbehappeningrightnow.What

isshedoinghere?She'sgoingtoruin

thingsformeandmywife.Iwentto

thebathroomandtookaquick

shower,Idressedinmycasual

clothesthenIwentdownstairs.

Indeedtherewas2unknownwomen

andthereshewassittinginthe

middlewithherheadbowed.IfI

didn'tknowbetterIwouldswearshe

wasamakoti.Igreetedeveryone

beforesittingdownnexttomysister.



Mom:"Whattookyousolong?"

Me:"Iwasshowering."Isaidwithno

care.

Mom:"Sivuyiletha-"

MaNdeka:"Masithethengento

esiy'bizelweapha.(canwepleasetalk

aboutwhyweareallhere.)"The

womanclearedherthroat.

Woman1:"Uhmwehavealready

introducedourselvesandaswehave



saidwehavebroughtourdaughter

herebecauseyoursonimpregnated

her."Ifrowned.

Mom:"Sowhatdoyouwantfromus?"

Theylookedatmymomshocked.

"Noit'sasimplequestion."

Woman2:"Wewouldlikeyoursonto

takeresponsibilityofthepregnancy.

Andasthetraditonstipulates,hehas

topaydamagesatourfamily."

Woman1:"Ourdaughterhereisalso

quitecertainthatshe'scarryingaboy



andweknowhowimportantaboyis

inroyalty,Ithinkitwouldalsobein

yourbestinteresttopaylobolafor

herandma-"

Me:"Excuseme?!"

Woman1:"Wearedoingthisforyour

familyson."

Me:"Incaseyoudidn'tknowIalready

haveawife,Icertainlydonotneeda

secondone."



Woman2:"Likeshesaid,wearedoing

thisforyourfamilyson."

Me:"WellhardluckbecauseIamnot

goingtotakeherasmysecondwife.

Neverinamillionyears.I'mnoteven

sureifthatbabyismine."

Sandi:"What?Sivuyilehowcouldyou

saythat?"Isn'tshesupposedtobe

mute?

Me:"Don'tactsurprised.Yousaidyou

wereonthepillandifIremember

correctlywe'veneverfuckedraw!"



Mom:"Idon'tthinkwehavetobe

subjectedtothatkindoftalkSivuyile.

Ntombazanahowfaralongareyou?"

Sandi:"I'm6monthsmah."Thisbitch!

Me:"Thenit'snotmine."

MaNdeka:"Sivuyile!"

Me:"NoGogo!We'veonlyhad

unprotectedsexonce!Andthatwas

what,7monthsago.Soifitwasmy



babyshewouldbe7months

pregnant."

Sandi:"Foradoctoryouarereally

stupid!Don'tyouknowthatcondoms

arenot100%safe?"

Me:"UnlessyouusedtotipforwhileI

wassleepingandmadeholesonthe

condom.ThatbabyisnotmineandI

standbymyword!"

Mom:"Youheardtheman,hedoesn't

acknowledgethispregnancyand

there'snothingwecandountilhe



acknowledgesit."

Woman1:"Soyouaredenyingyour

baby?Andyouarealsogoingtoallow

himtodenyyourgrandson?What

kindofpersonareyou?"

Mom:"Yeey!Ungakulinge!Iwasn't

therewhentheyweredoingwhatever

itisthattheyweredoing.Sowhy

shouldIbelivethatgirloverthere

insteadofmyson?

Ungazondihlanyelawena."

MaNdeka:"Calmdownpeople.



I'm.surewecanallcomeupwitha

amicablesolutionforthis."

Me:"Gogo,I'msuretheancestors

wouldhaveshowedyousomethingif

thebabywasmine,right?"

MaNdeka:"Justliketheywouldhave

showedmesomethingifthisgirlwas

lying.Unfortunatelythistimearound

theyarequiet.Yougotyourselfinto

thismess,youhavetotakeyourself

outofit.Andthisisnothowwedo

thingshereintheZiziclan,wedon't

denypregnanciesevenifyouthink



it'snotyours.Youwaituntilyouget

theproofyouneedbeforeyoucan

takethedecision."Ilookeddownin

shame."Youkeepondisappointing

meSivuyile!Thecitylifehaschanged

youfortheworst.Getyouract

togetherandstopactinglikea

lawlessboymarn!"

Me:"I'msorrygrandma."

MaNdeka:"Don'tapologisetome.

Apologisetothisyoungladyandher

family."What?!Shekepthereyeson

me.



Me:"Iapologise."Ididn'tevenmean

it.Thewomennoddedin

amusement,mxm.

Woman2:"Nowthat'soutoftheway.

I'massumingsinceyouare

apologisingyouaregoingtotake

responsibilityasafather?"Ikept

quietandlookedaway."I'lltakethat

asayes.Wellshehastomovein

withyoutoday,wehavealready

broughtherbagsandeverything."

WTF?



Me:"Excuseme?"

Woman:"Yes.Shehascomplications

withthispregnancysoshecan'tstay

alonebecausesomethingbadmight

happentoherandthebaby."

Me:"Thenwhydon'tyoustaywith

her?"

Woman:"Wehaveourownfamiliesto

takecareoff."

Me:"Welltakecareofhertoo



becauseshe'snotgoingtomovein

here."

Mom:"andthat'sfinal!"Good!

Woman:"Bu-"

Me:"Nobuts.I'vealreadyrisked

losingmywifeonceI'mnotgoingto

doitagain.She'snotmovinginher."

Woman2:"Butsheneedsspecial

attention."



Me:"Specialattentionmyleftarse.

Wearenotgoingtodebateabout

this,she'sbotgoingtomoveinhere.

IfanythingIwouldratherhireamaid

forherthanhercomingtolivehere."

Wesattherearguingbackandforth

aboutthemove.Iwasstandingmy

groundabouthernotmovinginhere

whileherauntswerealsonotbacking

down.MaNdekawassittingquietly

andwatchingthisbackandforth

argument.Mymomendeduptelling

themthatSandiwasnevergoingto

moveintothishousebecauseisroyal

peoplehaverulestofall,whichwas



partlytrue.Theyhadnochoicebutto

settleforwhatmymomsaid.Idon't

evenbelievethatlittlewitchhasany

complications,she'sjusttryingto

wormherwayintomyfamilyusing

thispregnancyandthatannoyedthe

helloutofme.

Ijustgotmywifebacknowthis?This

bitchisgoingtomakemelose

everythingifIamnotcareful.I'mjust

scaredofthelengthsshewouldgoto

justtogetmecauseit'sprettyclear

thatshewantsmetomarryherand

makehermywife,whichissomething

thatwon'thappen,nomatterwhat!

○



°•BOITUMELO•°

Thingswerenotgettingbetterat

all,thehousewasgettingfullerbythe

minute.Morefamilymembersarrived

todayinthemorning,itwassadder

thanbefore.Allthosewhoarrived

latecameintheyardcryingandthat

alsoevokedemotionswhichledto

crying.Idecidedtositbehindthe

housetoavoidhearingpeople

cry,moreandmorepeoplewere

coming.Itwasjustasadrealitythat

wewerenearingtothedaywherewe

weregoingtolaythemtorest.Iwas

certainnotreadyforthatday,laying

themtorestmeantlettingthemgo



forgoodandIwasnotreadytodo

that.Butwiththewaythingsare

going,wewillbedoingthatsoon.The

funeralarrangementswerealready

ontheroll.

"Whyareyousittinghereallalone?"

Me:"Ican'ttakethecryinganymore.

It'stoomuch."Hesatdownnextto

me.

Sivuyile:"Soyoudecidedtocomeand

hidehere?"



Me:"Itsbetterthanstayinginthat

stuffyroom.YoudidsayIneedsome

sunlightright?"Hechuckledand

nodded.

Sivuyile:"Haveyoueaten?"I

nodded,whichwasalie.Ihonestly

cannotstomachanyfoodrightnow.

"Idon'tbelieveyou."Ikeptquiet."I'll

berightback."Hestoodupandleft.I

knewexactlywherehewasgoing,I

hadamindtostandupandgoand

hidesomewherebutIhadnoenergy,

Iwasdrained.Ijustsatthereonmy



ownandwaitedforhimtoreturn.AsI

hadsuspectedhecamebackwitha

plateoffood.Ilookedathimashe

satdown,ifhereallythoughtIwas

goingtoeatthatthenhehadanother

thingcoming.

Me:"Imnothungry."

Sivuyile:"Ohyesyouare.Iaskedyour

auntandshetoldmethatyouhaven't

eaten."

Me:"Andthat'sbecauseIamnot

hungry."



Sivuyile:"You'vealreadylostweight

baby,Idon'twantyoutolosemore.

Infactyoushouldgainmore."

Me:"Perksofhavingacheating

husband."Silence!Ohshit!DidIjust

saythat."I'msorryI,Ididn'tmeanto

saythat."I'msostupid.

Sivuyile:"Nahit'sfine.Ithappened

andIknowit'sgoingtotakeyoua

longtimetoforgetaboutit."IdoubtI

will."Iwillforeverberegretfulfor

whatIputyouthrough.I'mreally



sorry."

Me:"ItsfineSivuyile.Ishouldn'thave

broughtitup,weshouldmoveon

fromthat."

Sivuyile:"Don'tforceyourselftomove

on,letithappennaturally."Isighed.

Me:"Sincewearetalkingabout

this,haveyouspokentoheraboutthe

pregnancy?"Asmuchasthisisavery

hardtopic,it'sactuallybetterthan

thinkingaboutmyparentsdeathor

eatingfoodwhileI'mnothungry.He



clearedhisthroat

Sivuyile:"Sheuhm,sheactuallycame

tothehousetodaywithheraunts.

Theyweretheretoreportthe

pregnancy."Thatstungabit.

Me:"Whydidn'tyouuseprotection

Sivuyile?"Ihadtoaskthat.

Sivuyile:"Ididbaby,IpromiseyouI

did."

Me:"Butheresheispregnantwith



yourbaby."

Sivuyile:"Iknow.Worstpartherfamily

wantedhertomoveinwithme."

Me:"What?!Inwho'shouse?CanInot

betestedplease!"Isawasmileon

hisface."Andwenadidyouagreeto

that?"

Sivuyile:"Ofcoursenot."

Me:"Good!Whatyouneedtodonow

istodoaDNAtesttoseeifthatchild



isyoursornot."

Sivuyile:"Ididthinkaboutthat,but

apparentlyherpregnancyhas

complications,sodoingaDNAtest

nowwhileshe'spregnantisvery

risky."Wow!Howconvenient.

Me:"Sowhatnow?Wewaitforherto

pullastuntthatwillmakeyouagree

tomoveintothehouse?"

Sivuyile:"Thatwon'thappenmylove."



Me:"Itbetternot."Wesatinsilence

forafewminutes,Iguesshewasno

longerinterestedinforcingmetoeat

anymore.

Sivuyile:"Uhmbaby."

Me:"mmmh."

Sivuyile:"Wemightactuallyhavea

hugeproblemaboutthispregnancy."

Me:"Whatnow?"



Sivuyile:"MaybeIshouldn'ttellyou

now.Imeanyouaregoingthrougha

lotatthemoment.Thiscanwait."

Me:"JusttellmeSivuyiletuu.It's

betternowthanwhenI'vehealed

fromAllthehurt,thatwillsetmeback.

Solayitonme."Helookednervous

forsomereason.

Sivuyile:"Idon'twantyoutooverreact

orsomething.Justpromisemethat

youwon'ttakeairrationaldecision."

Hewasannoyingmenow!



Me:"Justtalk!"

Sivuyile:"Okay!SoafterSandileftthe

house,MaNdekasatmedownand

toldmethatImighthavetotake

Sandiasmysecondwife."Shootme

now!

Me:"What?"Isaidinalowtone.I

didn'thaveitinmetoshout.

Sivuyile:"Sandisaidsheiscarryinga

boyandaccordingtoourtraditionno

boymustbebornoutofwedlockin

theDlaminifamily.Especiallyin



royalty."I'mgettingsickandtiredof

thisroyaltybullshit.

Me:"Wow!ThisexplainswhyAsenathi

iswishingforthebabytobeagirl.Do

youseethemessthatyouhave

createdSivuyile?Whatnow?CauseI

amdefinitelynotgoingtoshare

you,especiallynotwiththatlady."I

didn'thaveitinmetoraisemyvoice.

Sivuyile:"Imsorrybaby.Pleasedon't

allowthistotakeusback."

Me:"How?HowdoInotallowit?I'm



notgoingtoshareyouSivuyile,I've

donethatandI'mnotgoingtodoit

again."

Sivuyile:"Iknowmylove,Ialsodon't

wantthingstogothatway."

Me:"Ifyoudon'tthenwhatareyou

doingtostopthiswholesham?"He

keptquiet."Nothing?Wow!Leave."

Sivuyile:"BabyIjustfoundoutabout

this,I'mstilltryingtofigurethings

out."



Me:"Wellgoandfigurethemout

elsewhere.Comebacktomeonce

youhavefiguredthingsout.Icame

backtoyoubecauseIthoughtyou

knewwhatyouwanted,rightnowIam

notsosure."

Sivuyile:"IdoknowwhatIw-"

Me:"Leave!"

○

°•SIVUYILE•°



Me:"Ba-"

Lunathi:"Isaidleave!Pleasedon't

makemeraisemyvoice."She

soundedhurt.

Me:"Myl-"Itriedtouchingherbutshe

pushedmyhandoffher.

Lunathi:"Isaidleave!"Shehadtears

inhereyes.AllIwantedtodowasto

hugherbutIhadtorespecther

wishes.Iplacedtheplateonthefloor,

IhadevenforgottenthatIwantedto

feedher.Istoodupandlimpedaway



slowly.Luckilyformethebrothers

werenotinsight,Ididn'twantthemto

knowthatIjustmadetheirsistercry.

OnceagainI'veallowedSanditoruin

mymarriage,maybeIshouldn'thave

toldheraboutwhatMaNdekasaid.If

Ididn'tmaybeIwouldbefeedingher

rightnow,ortryingtocheerherup.

DamnyouSivuyile!Iwonderwhere

doesthisputusnow?Arewebackto

squareoneorwhat?

IgotintothecarandtoldSizweto

drive.

Sizwe:"Youokay?"Ishookmyhead.



Me:"IthinkImessedupmymarriage

onceagain."

Sizwe:"What?How?Whathappened?"

Me:"Ito-"Beep!

"TellyourfamilythatIknowmyrights

undercustomarylaw.Youarenot

goingtotakeasecondwife.Thatwill

happenovermydeadbody!"Woah!A

smileautomaticallyappearedonmy

face.



Sizwe:"Andthen?"

Me:"Ijustgotaverywelcomed

surprise."

Sizwe:"Fromwifey?"

Me:"Yeah."Isaidwithasmile.That

wasindeedaverysurprisingtext.I

reallydidnotexpectthatfromher.

DidBontlemaybepushhertowriteit?

NahIdon'tthinkso?Itdoesn'treally

matter,thismeansthatsheiswilling



tofightforusandsoamI!

Wearebackbaby!

•
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°•BOITUMELO•°

Ithoughtafterwehadlaidthemto

restmyheartwasfinallygoingtobe

atpeace,IthoughtIwouldcometo

termswiththeirdeathoritwillhurt

less,butIthoughtwrong.AllIam

feelingrightnowistheemptinessin

myheart,Iamyearningforthem.I

stillwantthemtocomeback,Idon't

knowhowtoleavelifewithoutthem.

It'sbeenaweeksinceweburried

them,butitstillhurtsasiftheyjust



diedafewhoursago.HowdoImove

onfromthispain?Ican'tmoveon.

It'ssosadhowpeoplehavemoved

onwiththeirlivesasifnothing

happenedwhilstmeandmysiblings

arestrugglingwithourloss,but

hey,it'slifeIguess.

TodaywasthedayBontleandLizwi

weremovingbacktotheirhouse,I

wasalsogoingbacktotheDlamini

residencewhilemybrotherswere

movingbackhome.Thatwasthe

decisionwetookassiblings,the

houseneededtobeoccupiedsince

wewerenotplaningonsellingit.The

factthatIwasmovingbacktothe



Dlaminiresidencedoesn'tmeanI

wasoblivioustothefactthatmy

husband'smistressispregnantwith

whatmaybehischild,whatIplanned

todowhenIgettherewastostand

mygroundandnotallowpeopleto

makedecisionsonmybehalf,my

parentsarenotheretofightmy

battlesanymore.Ihavealsodecided

tonotplayanypartinthebaby'slife

shouldheorshebeSivuyile's.Iam

notgoingtohaveanysortof

relationshipwiththebaby.Even

thoughthebabyisinnocentfromall

ofthis,it'sstillgoingtohurtseeing

thebabyandIdon'tthinkIwillbe



abletoloveandnurtureitlikeIdid

Chulu.

Sivuyilewasalreadyheretofetchme,

iwaspackedandreadytogo.

Thabang:"Rememberwhatwespoke

about."

Me:"YesabutiIwon'tbeastranger

andIwillcallifIneedsomeoneto

talkto."

Thabang:"Goodgirl,pleasePunkie

don'tshutusout."



Me:"Iwon't."

Thabang:"Wewillmakesirethatwe

seeyoueveryweek.Infactwewillbe

atyourhouseeverynight."

Sivuyile:"Everynight?"

Thapelo:"Noonewastalkingtoyou."

Ilaughed.

Me:"Youarealwayswelcomedto

dropbyanytime."Sivuyilemumbled



something.

Thabang:"andwena!"Hewaslooking

atSivuyile."Youbettermakesure

thatshedoesn'tcryorgethurt.The

factthatshe'sgettingbackwithyou

doesn'tmeanthatshe'sstupidor

anything,she'sdoingthisforthesake

ofyourpeoplesodon'ttake

advantageofthat."

Sivuyile:"Iwon't."

Thabang:"Good!"



Me:"Okayhehabuti,weneedtogo

now."Hesmiled.Theyallgavemea

hugasIbidfarewell,Sivuyilecarried

mybagstothecarasIwalkedbehind

himfreehandlikeamadamthatI

am,Lol.Wegotintothecaranddrove

off.I'mgladthatSivuyileusnotthe

onewho'sdrivingeventhoughhe

wantedto,imaginesomeonewhohas

aproblemwithhislegdrivingyou-

thatisacallstraighttoheaven!

20minutesmaxwearrivedatthe

house,Iwassoexcitedaboutseeing

mybaby.Ihaven'tseenherinavery

longtimeandImissedhersomuch.



Sivuyile:"WoahMiss!"HesaidasI

rushedtothedoor."Atleastcarrythe

smallbag."

Me:"I'msureyouwillmanage.Right

nowIneedtoseeChulu."

Sivuyile:"She'snotgoing

anywhere,justhelpwiththebags."

Me:"Youknowagoodhusbandwould

havecarriedthosebagswithno

complains."



Sivuyile:"I'llgladlytakethebad

husbandtitleifitmeansyouhelping

withthebags."

Me:"Yoh!Youaresowicked."He

chuckled.

Sivuyile:"Justtakethebagandstop

wastingtime."Itookthesmallbag

andwewentintothehouse.His

motherwasalreadystandingatthe

laststeplookingatuswithasmile

whichIdidnotreturn.Thiswoman

hasbeenverymeantomeandIwill



neverforgetthat.

Mrs'D:"senifikilebantwanabam(you

havearrivedmychildren.)I'mso

happytoseeyouLunathibaby."My

Godthelovethatsheisshowingme

isfakerthanNickiMinaj'sass."Come

onputyourbagsdown,Lulamahas

preparedafeastforusall."Sivuyile's

wholefamilywashere,theyallcame

downforthefuneralwhichwasreally

lovelyofthem.Someofthemthough

hadtogobacktoECastheyhave

livesbackthere,theonlypeoplewho

remainedwerehisparentsandhis

siblings,Asenathiwasalsohere.



Me:"UhmnoThankyouMah,I'mnot

hungry."Iwasnotinthemoodfor

peopleandtheirsmalltalks,not

forgettingtheireyesfullofpity.

Mrs'D:"awwcomeonLunathi,wejust

wanttocheeryouupandwelcome

youbackhome."Hehthiswoman!

Youwouldswearthatshecares

aboutme.

Me:"NoMah,Ijustwanttobealone,I

don'twanttoseeanyone."



Mrs'D:"B-"

Sivuyile:"Mama!Weneedtorespect

herwishes."Shenoddedslowlybut

youcouldseethatshewantedtosay

something.

Me:"I'lljustgreetthefamilyandgoup

totheroom."

Sivuyile:"Where'severyone?"

Mrs'D:"Inthedinningarea.Wewere

waitingforyou."Wemadeourwayto



thedinningareawheretheywereall

sitting,theyweresoquiet.Indeedit

wasafeast,thetablewasfilledwith

allsortsofdifferentfood,Iactually

kindoffeltbadthatIwantedtostay

intheroomallalone.

Ase:"Chomi!"Sheshoutedwith

excitement.Ihaven'tseenhersince

thedaysafterthefuneral,she'sbeen

busywithherschoolwork.Which

remindsme,Ihavealotofcatching

uptodowhenitcomestoschool

work."Girl!There'salotIhavetotell

you!Youmissedoutshame!"



Mr'D:"Asenathi!"

Ase:"Yohsorry."Shetalkstoomuch.

Mr'D:"Uhmnokontombam(hellomy

girl.)Wearehappytoseeyouback

herewithus."Iletoutalightsmile.I

returnedthegreetingandextendedit

toeveryone.

Sivuyile:"Tatasheneedstoliedown

soI-"Iinterrupted



Me:"Noit'sfine,I'llsitwitheveryone."

Sivuyile:"Areyousure?"Inodded.I

wentontositonthevacantchairthat

wasnexttoLumkaacross

Asenathi,Sivuyilesatnexttome.

Ase:"babe,youlooksoweirdwiththat

shorthair."Yes!DuetotraditionIhad

tocutmyhair,Ihadabrushcut

whichIdespisedsomuchbecauseit

showedoftheshapeofmyheadand

Iwasn'treallyimpressedwithit,butI

hadnochoiceinthismatter.

Traditionistraditionandwehadto



adherebyittoshowrespecttoour

ancestors.

Sivuyile:"Noshedoesn't.Iactually

likeherlikethis."Ilookedathimand

slightlyrolledmyeyes.

Ase:"ThankGodtothepersonwho

inventedwigs!Imaginewalking

aroundcampuslookinglikethat."I

laughedalittle,I'malsogreatfullto

thatperson.

Sivuyile:"There'snothingwrongwith

her."Helookedatme"there'snothing



wrongwiththishairstylebaby,youare

actuallyrockingit."

Ase:"Don'tbelievehimfriend,hejust

wantstobeinyourgoodbooks."

Mxm.

MrDlaminiclearedhisthroat.

Mr'D:"Howareyouholdingupmy

child?"Ihatethatquestion.

Me:"I'mtakingitonestepatatime

Tata."



Mrs'D:"Youwillbefineastimegoes

bymychild.Wearealsoheretohelp

youthroughthistryingtime."Ifaked

asmileandnodded.

Wecommencedwiththe

lunch,everyonedishedupfor

themselvesandtheystartedeating

withconversationshereandthere.I

wishIwasalsointhemomentwith

them,butIwasn't.Mymindfarfar

away,itwasbackhomeduringour

familydinner.

[FLASHBACK]

Bontle:"Mmmmhodihatiletoday



mamaneh?(Youreallyputyourfoot

inittodaymomneh?)"Shesaidas

momplacedabowlfullofmeaton

thetable.

Mom:"Phelawearecelebratingyour

sistersachievement."Iblushed.Ihad

passedGrade9withflyingcolours

andthatmademymomveryhappy

toapointwhereshethoughtwe

neededtohaveaminidinner

celebration.

Me:"Itsjustgrade9mama,it'snota

bigdeal."



Mom:"Tomeitis.Withthese

excellentresultsHazelViewHighwill

havenochoicebuttotakeyouoffthe

waitinglistandgiveyouaspotin

theirschool."

Me:"Youthinkso?"

Mom:"Iknowsomybaby."Shegave

mehergorgeoussmile.

[END]

"Lunathi!Lunathi!"Someoneshook

me.Isnappedoutofmythoughts!



Sivuyile:"Areyouokay?"Iclearedmy

throat,Ilookedaroundthetableand

everyonehadlooksofpityonme.I

feltatearfalldownfrommyeye,I

quicklywipedit.

Me:"I'mfine."Itcameoutasa

whisper,Iclearedmythroat."CanI

pleasebeexcused."Ididn'tevenwait

forthemtosayanything,Ijuststood

upandranoutthediningarea.Iwent

upthestairsandstraightintomy

room,Iclosedthedoorbeforesliding

downonittothefloor.Icried.It's



funnyhowsuchabasicmemoryof

mymomcanwakeupsuchemotions.

Itwasbasicyesbutithadalotof

meaning,mymomalwayshada

mentalityofcheeringusonnomatter

howsmallsomethingis,sheusedto

celebrateeverymilestoneinour

lives,nomatterhowsmallitwas.She

wasanamazingmotheranddadwas

anamazingfather,itisso

unfortunatethatGodtookthemaway

frommebeforeIcouldevenshow

themhowgreatfulIwasforwhat

they'vedoneforme.Whydoesithurt

somuch?Willitevergetbetter?It's

beenaweekbutthehurtisstillthe



same.

"Baby?Openup."Isnifed.

Me:"I'mfineSivuyile,justgobackto

yourfamily."Isaidwithablocked

nose.

Sivuyile:"Youarenotfinebaby,open

thedoor."Ishookmyheadforgetting

thatbecan'tseeme."Sthandwa

sam,letmein.Please."Ididn'tmove.

"Don'tshutmeoutbaby,letmebe

thereforyou.Letmehelpyou

throughthepain.Ijustwanttohold



youletyoucryinmyarms,please

baby."Tearswerestreamingdown

myface."Openthedoor."Ikeptquiet.

"I'mnotleavinghereuntilyouopen

thisdoor."Istoodupandwipedmy

facewithmyhands,Itookadeep

breathbeforeopeningthedoor.

Me:"SeeIamfine."Itriedfakinga

smile.Hewalkedinandclosedthe

door.

Sivuyile:"Don'tdothat.Whydon'tyou

wanttoshareyourpainwithme?

You'veonlycriedonceinmy



arms,wheneverIamaroundyoujust

pretendtobeokay.Isawthrough

yourfakesmilesthatyouwerenot

okay,Iknewthatwhenyouwere

aloneyoucriedtillyoucouldn't

anymore.There'snotneedtohide

yourpainfromme,letmebeyour

shouldertocryon.Iwanttobethere

foryouinthisdarktime.Letmebe

thereforyou."Icouldn'tholdthe

tearsbackanymore,Ithrewmyself

onhimandletoutquietsobs.He

heldmetightandbrushedmyback

hekeptonsaying"Letitallout."

Me:"Whydidithavetobethem?



Whatdidwedotowhosomuchso

thatwedeservedtoloseboth

parentsatthesametime.Whyus?"

Sivuyile:"Shhhbaby,it'sgoingtobe

alright."

Me:"When?Whenisitgoingtobe

alrightbecauserightnowithurts.It

hurtssobad,Idoubtitwillbealright.

Idon'tthinkIwillbeabletomoveon."

Sivuyile:"I'llhelpyousthandwasam.

I'llbeyourpillarofstrength,I'llbeyour

shouldertocryon.I'llbewhatever



youwantmetobejusttohelpyou

getthroughthis.It'sgoingtotake

time,buteventuallythingswillbe

alright.Timehealsmylove."Iquietly

criedonhischest.

○

°•SIVUYILE•°

Afteralongtimeofhercrying,she

finallycalmeddown,wehafachat

forawhilejusttokeephermind

occupied,iguessshefellasleepwhile

weweretalking.Shewasquietly

sleepingonmychest,Igentlymoved

herfrommychestandlaidherhead

onthepillow.Igotupfromthebed



makingsureIdon'twakeher,Itook

thethrowandcoveredherwithit.

Seeingherlikethatbrokemyheart,

shehasbeentryingtoactsostrong

afterherparents'funeralbutshe's

beenfailingdismallyatthatandI

don'tblameher,sheneedstocryuntil

shefeelsbetter.Sheneedstoheal

fromthisinherownpace,shemusnt

rushherselfthough.Ikissedher

foreheadbeforequietlyleavingthe

room.

Myfamilywasnowsittinginthe

loungewatchingthehalfpast5news,

AsenathiwassoirritatedIcouldhear

hercomplainasIwaswalkingdown



thestairs.

Me:"Youareforevercomplaining."I

satnexttoLumka.

Ase:"Butbhutiwhyaretheymaking

uswatchnewsknowingverywellthat

theyarestillgoingtomakeuswatch

the7o'clockones.Wedon'teven

understandSwati."

Dad:"speakforyourself,I'vebeento

eSwaziniacoupleoftimes.Myears

havemasteredtheartoflisteningto

it."Aserolledhereyes.



Ase:"Listening,notunderstanding.

There'sadifferenceTata."

Lumka:"Howisshe?"Isighed.

Me:"She'snotokay,she'snotcoping

withthisatall."

Mom:"Whereisshenow?"

Me:"She'ssleeping."



Mom:"shamemntanabantu(poor

child)."

Ase:"Letmegocheckuponher."

Shestoodup

Me:"Yeey!Myroomisofflimitsto

you."

Ase:"Thisisnotimeforyourlimits

bhuti."

Me:"Youbetterstayawayfromcash

drawerAsenathi."Shewalkedaway.



"I'mserious!"Sheignoredme.She's

definitelygoingtotakemymoney,I

knowher.Shelovesmoneywaytoo

much.

Dad:"Don'tyouthinksheneeds

professionalhelp?"

Me:"Ithinkso,butIwillhavetospeak

tohersiblingsaboutthatfirst.Maybe

theyallshouldgoforcounselling."

Lulama:"Thoseguysandcounselling?

Idoubttheywouldagreetothat."



Me:"It'sfortheirowngood."

Lulama:"Asifyouwouldagreeto

attendcounseling."

Me:"Thisisnotaboutme."

Lulama:"mmmh."

Lumka:"Poorchild,firstshehadto

dealwiththefactthatherhusband

cheatedonher,herparentspassedon

andnowthemistressispregnant.



Haythisisalotforateenager."

Dad&Lulama:"What?!"

Lumka:"Ohyoudidn'tknow?Ithought

momtoldyou."Dadlookedat

mom,shelookedaway.

Lulama:"Yougotyoursidechick

pregnant?!Howstupidareyoumarn

Sivuyile?Whateverhappenedto

usingprotection?"

Me:"Wewereusingprotection.Idon't



knowhowshegotpregnant."

Lulama:"HayundohluleSivuyile."She

clappedonce.

Dad:"Doyouhaveanyideathemess

youhavecausedboy?!"Heroared.

Mydadrarelyshouts,thisisareally

tensesituation.Hestoodupfromthe

couchandmadehiswaytome."I'm

talkingtoyoumarn!!"Ijumpedinfear.

MyphonerangasIwasabouttorun

formylife.



Me:"Eita!"Myvoicewasshakingabit.

Luzuko:"Ineedyourightnow!"

Me:"What?"

Luzuko:"Cometoyoursurgery,it'san

emergency."

Me:"AlrightI'monmyway."

Luzuko:"Hurryup!"Hehungup.



Me:"Ihavetogo."

Dad:"Yeeywena!I'mstilltalkingto

you!"

Me:"There'sanemergencyatthe

surgerydad."Ididn'twaitforhimto

respond,Iliterallyranfromthehouse!

IcalledSizwefromoutsidethehouse,

Icouldn'tstayinthathouseany

longerorelsemydadwouldhave

doneanumberonme.Talkabout

reallybeingsavedbythebell.
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Iwokeuptoaheavyhandonmy

waist,helookedcompletelyout.Igot

offthebedandwenttothetoiletto

pee.HowIhatewakingupinthe

middleofthenighttogotothetoilet.

IwipedmyselfthenIwashedmy

handsbeforegoingbacktobed.

ThisisexactlywhyIhatewakingup

inthemiddleofthenight,lookatme

nowIcan'tgobacktosleep.PlusI

sleptawhileago,nowonderI'veran

outofsleep.Isatupstraightand

decidedtowakeSivuyileup.There's

nowayIamgoingtouponmy

own,healsoneedstowakeup.



Sivuyile:"What'swrongbaby?"He's

sleepytoneisstillsexyashell.

Me:"Openyoureyes."Hechuckled

beforeopeningthem

Sivuyile:"Hi."Iblushed,Ihadforgotten

howbeautifulhissmileis.

Me:"Ican'tsleep,soyouhavetowake

up."

Sivuyile:"Whereintheworldisthat

fair?"



Me:"Inthisworld.Youcan'tletyour

wifestayuponherownwhileyouare

sleeping.ItwillbelikeIamguarding

yousleepwhileit'ssupposedtobe

theotherwayaround."Hiseyeswere

closed."Sivuyilemarn!"

Sivuyile:"Icanhearyoubaby,I'mjust

restingmyeyes."

Me:"YouaregoingtosleeptjeIknow

you."



Sivuyile:"Iwon't."Hemumbled.

Me:"Sivuyile!"Ishoutedwhile

clappingmyhands.

Sivuyile:"Amnotsleepinglove."

Me:"SitupstraightsothatIcansee

thatyouarenotdosingoff."

Sivuyile:"Yohubaby.OkayIamdosing

off,that'sbecauseIamtiredmylove.

Ijustgotbackafewhoursago,I

needtorest."Afewhoursago?



Me:"Wherewereyou?"Ihopehe

wasn'touttheredoingsomething

thatwillbreakmyheart.

Sivuyile:"Iwasatthesurgery

operatingononeofLuzuko'sguys."

Thegangster?Whatishedoing

mixingwithgangstersnow?Washe

reallyoperatingonthatperson,orus

itjustcodeforhischeatingways?

Wouldbedothattomeagain?

"Baby?"Hewouldnevercheatonme

again,right?"Iwasreallyatthe

surgerymylove,youcanevencall



Luzukoandconfirmwithhim."I

clearedmythroat.

Me:"It'sfineIbelieveyou."Isitalways

goingtobelikethis?Menotbelieving

himwhenhesayshewas

somewhere?What'snext,going

throughhisphonemaybe?Idon't

wanttobethatkindofawife,butI

don'ttrusthimanymore.IfeellikeI

amalwaysgoingtowonderingwhat

he'sdoingwithwhoifhe'snotnextto

me,andthatisnothealthy.

Whendidhesitup.Hebroughtme

closertohim



Sivuyile:"babyIknowit'sgoingtobe

hardforyoutotrustme,it'sgoingto

takemealongtimetoearnyourtrust

butIpromiseyouIwillneverever

hurtyoulikethatagain.Iwantyouin

mylife,youaretheoneformeandI

willnevermessthatup.I'msorryI

leftwithouttellingyou,youwere

sleepingpeacefullyandIdidn'twant

towakeyouup.Pleasebelieveme

whenIsayIwon'thurtyoulikethat

anymore."Isighedandrestedmy

headonhisshoulder.



Me:"Idon'twantthingstobelikethis,

Idon'twanttoaskmyselfwhatyou

aredoingwhenyouareoutandabout.

Idon'twanttobeawifethatcallsyou

everyminutewhenyouarenotat

home,Idon'twanttofeelthis

insecureaboutmyself."

Sivuyile:"There'snothingtofeel

insecureabout.Youaretheonewho

hasmyheartandI'velearntmy

lesson."Iliftedmyheadabitand

lookedathim

Me:"Haveyou?"



Sivuyile:"Ihave,Ipromiseyou.The

minuteyouleftmeIknewthatI

couldn'tlivewithoutyou,youleaving

mademerealisewhatIhadinmy

life."

Me:"Whydidyoudoit?"Ihavebeen

dyingtoaskhimthat.

Sivuyile:"Honestlyspeaking,Idon't

know."Whydofeelpissedoffafter

hesaidthat?



Me:"Youdon'tknow?Youdo-soyou

aretellingmethatyoucheatedfor

absolutelynoreason?Youdecidedto

hurtmefornoreason?Areyou

serious?"Myvoicewasgetting

slightlyhigher.

Sivuyile:"Let'snotfightbaby.Let's

justmoveonfromthisandnottalk

aboutiteveragainbecauseIhavea

feelingthatitwilltakeusrightback

wherewestarted."Isighed.

Me:"Atleasttellmethatthethroneis

nottheonethatmadeyouwantto



getbackwithme."

Sivuyile:"Ofcourseit'snot.Iwanted

youbackbecauseofwhatIfeelfor

you,notbecauseofthebenefits.I

loveyouBoitumelo,alot.AndI

realisedthatwaybeforethe

ancestorspunishedme.AndIam

genuinesorryforwhatIdidtoyou."

Me:"Itsfine.YouknowwhenIfound

outabouttheaffair,Iquestionedmy

selfasawoman.Somanyquestions

weregoingthroughmymind,Ieven

feltlikeIwasn'twomanenoughfor



youmaybethat'swhyyoucheated."

Sivuyile:"Youarewomanenoughand

everythingforme.Youarean

amazingwoman,neverdoubtthat.

Nomatterwhathappens,neverlet

anyonemakeyouquestionyour

womanhood,especiallynotme.You

arephenomenal,I'venevermet

anyonelikeyou."Ismiled.

Me:"AndI'msorrythatyouhadto

feeltheancestorswrath."

Sivuyile:"YouknowwhenMaNdeka



toldmeabouthowIwouldbe

punished,Ithoughshewasjoking.

Buttheaccidentprovedtomethat

shewasn'tjoking."

Me:"Wereyoudrunkonthatday?"

Sivuyile:"No.Iwassoberasajudge.I

don'tknowwhathappened,allI

rememberwasseeingdarkness,then

IhadwhatIassumedwasvision.I

sawthethronewithacrown,next

thingIhearisacrashingsound

followedbythepainIfeltinevery

partofmybody,thenfromthereI



don'trememberwhathappened."

Me:"Yohandyourmom,thoughtyou

weredrunk."

Sivuyile:"Iwasn't.Ireallydidfeeltheir

wrath.Theparalysis,thememoryloss

nottomentionthesufferingofour

peoplebackhome.Theywerereally

angry."

Me:"Letshopethatthingswillgo

backtonormalnow."



Sivuyile:"Notuntilwedothe

appeasingceremony."

Me:"Ohthere'sthat."

Sivuyile:"Yeah."Wekeptquietfora

while.

Me:"Wellyoucangotosleepnow

lover."

Sivuyile:"Whataboutyou?"

Me:"I'llbefine,youneedtogetsome



rest."

Sivuyile:"Youknowthereis

somethingthatcantireyououtand

makeyousleepy."

Me:"Whatisthat?"Heliftedmychin

andmademelookathim,thenhe

devouredmylipsinsmoothrhythm.

Hemovedontokissingmyneck

leavingmarks,hishandmadeitsway

tomyboobsandImoanedoutof

pleasure.Iquicklypushedhimoffas

IthoughtofapregnantSandi.



Sivuyile:"Whatwrongbaby?"Ican't

believeheisalreadyhorny.

Me:"Wecan'thavesexrightnow."

Sivuyile:"Whynot?"Youcheatedduh!

Me:"Youmistressispregnantsowe

needtogettestedbeforewecanget

downanddirty."

Sivuyile:"BabyItoldyouwealways

usedcondoms."Sting!



Me:"Itdoesn'tmatter.Westillhaveto

test."

Sivuyile:"Fine!"Hesoundedannoyed.

ThenervedearLord!Hewentbackto

hissleepingpositionandcovered

himself.

Me:"Haibo!Don'tfightthebed."He

carriesonwithwhathewasdoing.

"I'lljustgowatchsomeTVinthe

lounge."Voicemail,mxm.Igotoffthe

andworemygownandsleepers,I

tookmyphoneandlefttheroom.

DamnI'mhungry!Iwenttothe



kitchenfirsttolookforsome

leftovers.ThefoodLumkacooked

lookedreallyappetizingandIhaven't

hadfoodinasometime,actuallyI

haven'tbeenhungryinalongwhile.I

dishedupformyselfandwarmedthe

foodinthemicrowave.

Isatdownonthecouchwithmy

plateandwatchedamoviethatwas

playing.Mysiblingswouldbesoglad

toseemeeatrightnow,Ihaven't

beeneatingrighteversincemy

parentspassedon.Itookapictureof

thefoodandsentittoourWhatsApp

groupcaptioned:"Yourlittlesister's

stomachdecidedtoopenup!"



Afewminutesofeatingmyphone

rang,itwasmybrotherThapelo.

Me:"Thaps."

Thapelo:"Haywena!"Ilaughedabit.

"Whyareyouupka4am?"

Me:"IranoutofsleepsoIdecideto

comedownstairstowatchamovie

andgetsomethingtoeat."

Thapelo:"I'mnotcomplainingthat

youareeating,I'mveryhappyabout



that.ButPunkieyoualsoneedtoget

somerest,whenwasthelasttime

youhadpropersleep?2weeksago?"

Me:"Don'tstressyourselfhle,Iran

outofsleepbecauseIwassleeping

intheafternoonandIonlywokeupin

themiddleofthenight."Hesighed.

Thapelo:"Ohthat'sbetter.Iam

worriedaboutyouPunkie."

Me:"Iamfineabuti.Whyareyou

awake?"



Thapelo:"Iambusywithsomething

here."

Me:"Somethingorsomeone?"

Thapelo:"ByebyePunkie."Ilaughed.

Me:"Wait!"Hechuckled

Thapelo:"Hay!"Hehungup.Trustmy

brothertoleaveagirlhangingjustto

checkuponme,howsweet!

○



"Nathi!Wakeup!"Sheshookme

again."Wakeupmarn!"OhGod

Asenathi!

Ase:"Hayhay!It'stimetowakeup

Makoti!"Iopenedmyeyesand

lookedather.

Me:"Youdon'tlikepeaceneh?"

Ase:"amakotidoesn'tsleepuntilthis

timesisi.IwokeupbeforeyouandI

amdaughterinthisfamily,wenayou

shouldhavebeenupby4am

preparingbreakfastforthewhole



family."

Me:"Youaresoannoying,whenare

youleaving?"Shelaughedandsaton

thecouch.

Ase:"leavetowhere?Thishouse

wouldbeaborewithoutme.You

knowthat."Ichuckled.

Me:"Whereareyougoingalldressed

up?"

Ase:"WEaregoingoutwithZintleand



Kay."

Me:"Whoiswe?"

Ase:"Meandyou."

Me:"HayI'mnotgoinganywhere."

Ase:"I'mnotaskingyou.Girl!Ididn't

usemyenergytowakeyoufor

mahala!Sogetyourbehindinthat

roomandgetyourselfprettyforour

day."



Me:"Youaresuchabully."

Ase:"ItrunsintheDlaminiblood

darling."

Me:"I'venoticed.Youguysneeda

mannersschool."

"Whatwasthat?"Ohshit!

Me:"Ididn'tanything."

Mr'D:"ThatsnotwhatIheard.What

didyousayabouttheDlaminisMrs



DLAMINI."OhLord!Iamterrifiedof

thisman,isheangry?

Me:"UhI..I..."Thewordscouldn't

comeout,Ifuckedup!Helookedat

mewaitingforaresponse,Asenathi

wantedtolaughatmerightthereon

thespot."WhatImeantisth...th."He

burstoutwithlaughter.Iletouta

sighofrelief.

Mr'D:"Youarerightthough,theydo

needthatschoolstartingwiththat

husbandofyours."Iletoutachuckle.

Helookedatmewithsofteyes."Did



yousleepwell?"

Me:"IdidTata."

Mr'D:"Thisoneoverherewantedto

wakeyouup2hoursago.Itoldthem

toletyourest."Awwhowniceofhim.

Me:"Thankyou."

Mr'D:"Itsalright.Youneedallthe

sleepthatyoucanget,I'veheardthat

you'vebeendeprivingyourselfsome."



Me:"Mythoughtshavebeendepriving

mesomesleep.IwishIknewhowto

switchthemoff."

Mr'D;"Weallneedthatoffbutton.

Maybeyoushouldgooutandkeep

yourmindoccupi-"

Ase:'THANKYOU!!"Webothlooked

ather.

Mr'D:"Youdidn'tevenletmefinishmy

sentence."



Ase:"That'sbecauseyouhadalready

saidsomethingIliked."Thisgirldear

Lord!Heturnedhisattentiontome

again.

Mr'D:"Iwouldliketoapologiseforthe

hurtthatmysoncausedyou,andalso

tothankyouforcomingbacktoour

family.Youdon'tknowhowmuch

thatmeanstous."Ismiled.

Me:"Youcan'treallyrunawayfrom

Destinynowcanyou?Itwas

eventuallygoingtocatchupwith

me."Hesmiledandnodded.



Mr'D:"OnFridayweareallleavingfor

theKingdomfortheceremony.

Pleaseinformyoursiblingsandwe

aregoingtoneedanelder

representativeoftheMokoenafamily

nowthatuhm,thatyourparentsare

nomore."Helookedsadashesaid

that.Ismiledalittle

Me:"Iwillletthemknow.I'msuremy

auntwillbeavailableforthatpart."

It'ssadthatnowwheneverweneed

todoceremoniesmyparentswon't

beavailable,wehavetobeandplead



withsomeoneinthefamilytocome

with.Choosingmyauntisbothan

advantageandadisadvantage.I

knowforafactthatshewon'trefuse

aninvitefromtheroyalfamily,BUT!I

amveryworriedabouther

behaviour,myauntisvery

scandalous,dramafollowsher

wherevershegoes.IguessIwilljust

havetohopeandpraythatshewill

behaveinthisceremony.

Mr'D:"That'sgood.Nowgooutand

havefunwithyourfriends,youneed

it."



Ase:"Shereallydoes!"

Mr'D:"Mxm.HaveyouseenSivuyile?"

Ase:"Yes,hewenttothemallearlier.

Heshouldbebackinashortwhile."

Mr'D:"Tellhimtocomeandseemein

thestudytheminuteheshowsup."

Heturnedandleft.

Ase:"Ohhe'sintrouble."



Me:"Why?Whathappened?"

Ase:"Hefoundoutthatthemistress

ispregnant.He'snothappyatall."

Me:"Didyouhearthatthebabyisa

boy."

Ase:"What?!Nofreakenway.That

bitchislying."

Me:"Wedon'tknowaboutthat."

Ase:"I'mtellingyounow,she'slying!"



Me:"Stopbeingindenial."

Ase:"Goandgetreadykesisi."

Me:"I'mnotgoinganywhere."

Ase:"Yuuhuyathandaukuncengwa.

Youhavetocomewithus.Utatais

goingtogivemesomemoneyifyou

comewith,ifyoudon'thewon't."I

laughed

Me:"sobasicallyyouareusingmeto



getmoneyfromyouruncle."

Ase:"Yes!"

Me:"Wow!"

Ase:"comeonfriend.UTatomdala

canbeverystingy,thelasttimehe

gavememoneywasamonthago."

Me:"andIamsureitwasahefty

sum."

Ase:"welliphelilengoku.Ineed



more."

Me:"Where'sMrFinance?"

Ase:"Shhh!Theywillhearus.Wewill

talkwhenwegettowhereweare

going."

Me:"Somethinghappened?"

Ase:"Yeah.Dramafriend!Ifyouwant

tohearallaboutit,youhavetocome

withustoday."OhGod!Whydoes

shehavetoplayonmyweaknesslike



that.SheknowsverywellthatIlike

news,especiallywherethereisdrama

involved.

Me:"Fine!"Istoodupandleftformy

room,shewasfollowingbehindme.

Ase:"Iamchoosingyouroutfit."

Me:"Whatever."

Wegotintomyroomandshewent

straighttomycloset."I'mgoingto

takeabath."



Ase:"Showerplease.Aquickone.We

arealreadylate."Weareforever

late,especiallyher.IfAfricantime

wasaperson,itwouldbeher.

Iwenttothebathroomanddidas

shesaid,Itookaquickshower.When

Icameoutshehadalreadylaidmy

outfitonthebed.

Me:"Weave?Iamgoinglikethis."I

joked.

Ase:"Withwho?"



Me:"Withyouduh."

Ase:"Ican'tbeseenwithyoulooking

likethat."She'srudeashell.

Me:"ThenIamnotgoinganywhere."

Sheletoutanannoyedscream.

Ase:"FinekeNathi!Wewillgoout

withyoulookinglikeapotato!"I

laughed.IputonthelotionthenI

woretheoutfitshechooseforme,it

wasasimpleshorttightdress.This

isAsenathi,soitwasobviouslygoing

tobeshort,shewasalsowearinga



veryshortjumpsuit.Itookthecurly

weavethatwasontopofthebed.

Me:"Ormaybenot."Hersmile

immediatelydissappered.

Ase:"Please!"Ilaughed.

Me:"Doesmyheadembarrassyou

Asenathi?Causeit'snotthatbad."

Ase:"Girl,thenyoushouldseeit

throughmyeyes.Itlookslikea

peeledpotato."Ididsayshewas



rude.

Iputontheweave,thenIappliedmy

nudelipstick.Iamnotfeelinggood

ontheinside,butitdoesn'tmeanI

shouldlookhorribleontheoutside

too.WeleftandwentwhereKayand

Zintlewerewaitingforus.

Theywerealreadywaitingforusin

Kay'scarwhenwegotthere,asusual

wewerelate.Iwasreallysurprisedto

alsoseeLucy,Ididn'tknowhowto

reactwhenIsawhimImeanthisis

thesamepersonwhomademetrend

becauseofmyprivateissues,surehe

meantnoharmbutheshould've

knownbetter.Weexchanged



greetingsthenwemadeourway

insidethemall.Wewentstraightto

thecinematowatchamovie.

Afterthemoviewedecidedtogoand

grabsomethingtoeat.

Lucy:"UhmTumi,Iamreallysorryfor

thedamageIcaused.Itwasnotmy

intention,Iwasjustsohappytosee

andIpostedapicture,butI'mnotthe

onewhosparkthecheatingfiles."

Me:"ItsfineLucy.Kaydidexplain

everythingtome.Itswaterunderthe

bridge."



Lucy:"ThankGod.YouknowIwanted

tospeaktoyouaboutthisatthe

funeral,butIrealiseditwasnotthe

righttimeandplace."

Me:"Funeral?Youwereatmyparents'

funeral?"Henodded."Wow.Thanks

forthesupport."Hesmiledwhile

nodding.

Ase:"AndIwasreadytogiveyoua

bitchslapkeLucy.Youareluckythat

myfriendhereisveryforgiving,I'm

notsosureaboutmysisters."



Lucy:"Sisters?"

Kay:"Sheishersisterinlaw."

Lucy:"Ohmy!Youarealsopartofthe

royalfamily?Wow!"

Me:"I'msurprisedyoudon'tknowthat

sinceyouareobsessedwiththe

Dlaminis."MeandKaysharedalaugh.

Ase:"Iamunknownmntase."We

laughed.



Me:"wenaMsunknown.Yousaidyou

weregoingtotellmeaboutyour

dramawithMrF."

Ase:"Nothinghappened.Ijustused

thataploytogetyouhere."Ishould

haveknown.

Me:"Youdirtydog!"Shelaughed.

Zintle:"Shedidn'twanttocomehere?"

Asenodded."Uyathandaukuncengwa

B."



Me:"mxm."

Wecarriedonchattingaboutalmost

everything,thejokeswerewildandI

managedtocrackagenuinelaugh.I

reallyenjoyedmyselfandIwashappy

thatmyfriendsdecidedtocheerme

uptoday.

Welefttherestaurantataround

7,Sizwewasalreadywaitingforusat

theparkinglot.Wesaidourgoodbyes

anddrovehome.

Ase:"Ineedashower."Wewere

enteringthehouse."Iwa-"



"HayTata!!"-thatwasdefinitely

Sivuyile'smom,beforeIcouldeven

turntolookatAseshehadalready

rushedtothelounge.Ifollowed,the

wholefamilywasinthelounge.

Sivuyileandhisparentswereontheir

feet,hehadahandonhisjaw.I

wonderwasgoingonhere.

Mr'D:"Howmanytimesareyougoing

todisappointmeSivuyile!!Doyou

wanttoruineverythingthatIhave

workedsodamnhardfor?!Huh?

Phendulamarndammit!!"Heraised



hisfistbutstoppedmidwayassoon

ashiswifescreamed."Yesesmarn

kwedini!!RightnowIwishoneofyour

sisterswasthesuccessorandnot

you!!"

Mrs'D:"Haytatadon'tsaythingslike

that,youarewoundingthechild."

Mr'D:"Haysukahedeservesit!"

Sivuyile:"TataIamso-"

Mr'D:"Hayshutupmarn!!"I'venever



seenhimlikethis."Doyouknowhow

muchyou'vehurtthatpoorgirl?!"He

waspointingatme."Howmanyof

yourkidsmuchsheraisebeforeshe

actuallyraisesherown?!Myboyyou

needtolearnhowtokeepitinyour

pantslikearealman!!Uyandiva

Sivuyile?!"Henodded.Theystoodon

thesamespotwithoutsayingaword,

Iwasstillstandingonthesamespot

shockedatwhatIjustwitnessed.

Mrs'D:"Canwejustsitdownandcalm

down."MrDlaminilookedatherfora

secondbeforesittingdown.Theidiot

Sivuyilecamestraighttomeand



pulledmedownonthenearestcouch,

Idon'twanttositnexttohim,whatif

hisdaddecidestopounceonhim?

Hekeptonrubbinghisjaw,Asenathi

wassilentlylaughingnexttous.

Me:"Areyouokay?"Iwhispered

Sivuyile:"Ithinkhebrokemyjaw."

Awwmypoorbigbaby.

Me:"Letmesee."Heturnedhisface.

Itouchedhisjawgently."It'snot

broken."Isaidwithalightchuckle

"Youarejustbeingababy."



Sivuyile:"Ithurts.Pleaserubit,maybe

yourtouchwillsoothit."Ididashe

saidarubbeditforafewseconds.

"Feelsbetter."Hekissedmycheek

Ase:"Haymntakabawo

kumnandi,kusweetkunjeya!"Snap!I

forgotthatwearenotalone.We

lookedateveryone,alleyeswereon

us.Hissisterswereevensmiling.

Mr'D:"AreyoudonewithTheBold

andTheBeautiful?"What'swrong

withhimtoday?



Ase:"HopenoLiam."Sheclapped

handswhilelaughing,it'sfunnyhow

shelaughsatherownstupidjokes.

Mr'D:"Iwantustodiscussthisissue

rightnowSivuyile.Whatareyou

goingtodoaboutthisbaby?"There's

stillthat!Heclearedhisthroat

Sivuyile:"UhmI'mgoingtotake

resposi-"

Mr'D:"SpeakupboyIcan'thearyou!"



Heishulktoday,hejustwantsto

smash.

Sivuyile:"Iamgoingtotake

responsibilityforit."

Mr'D:"Morekidsformakotitoraise?

Youdon'tcaremoswena!Uhamba

ulalanabantu(yousleeparound)"he

lookedatme.

Mr'D:"Makoti,howdoyoufeelabout

thisbaby?"Ohit'smyturnnow.



Me:"InallhonestyTata,Idon'tthinkI

canacceptthebaby."Icouldfeel

theirstares,butIchosetofocuson

MrDlamini'samusedface."Ican'tdo

it."

Mr'D:"Hekemntanam!Idon'tblame

youatall.Ifapersondecidestofuck

aroundtheyshouldfacethe

consequencesontheirown."Didhe

justusetheFword.

Mrs'D:"Whatdoyoumeanyoucan't

acceptthebaby?Youarehiswife

andyoushouldsupporthimatall



times."

Me:"IunderstandthatMah,butIcan't

acceptthebaby.I'msorryIjustcan't."

Mrs'D:"Thatsnotagoodenough

reason."

Mr'D:"Shedoesn'tneedanyreasonto

notacceptthebaby.It'sherchoice

andwearegoingtorespectit."

Mrs'D:"KodwaTata,Sivuyilemight

havetomarrythisgirl.Whatisshe



goingtodothen?"

Sivuyile:"Iamnotgoingtomarryher."

Goodman!

Mrs'D:"Wecan'tchangetraditionfor

youSivuyile."

Sivuyile:"Idon'twanttomarryher

mama."

Mr'D:"Youshouldhavethoughabout

thatbeforeyousleptwithher.You

aregoingtomarryher."



Lulama:"youneedLunathi's

permissiontogothroughwiththis

weddingmos?"

Mr'D:"Yes."

Lulama:"Whatdoyousayaboutthis

Lunathi?"Ididn'tevenhavetothink

aboutit.

Me:"No."Asenathicheered!

Mrs'D:"Wedon'tnecessarilyneedher



permission.Wehavetofollow

traditionattheendofthe

day,whethershelikesitornot."

Me:"WithallduerespectMah,Ido

notpermitthismarriage.AndunlessI

givepermissionSivuyileisnotgoing

totakesecondwife,likeIsaidtohim

beforeIknowmyrightsunder

customarylaw.Donotmakemego

thatrouteplease."

Lumka:"Yoh!"

Mrs'D:"Hehmntanandini!Whodoyou



thinkyouaretodictatedtouswhat

todo?"

Me:"Iamthechosenonemah!It's

timethisfamilystartstreatingme

likeoneinsteadofexpectingmeto

makesacrificesallthetime.Iam

tiredofcompromiseallthetimefor

thismarriage,forthisfamily.I'mnot

thewhoneedsSivuyilesothatmylife

cangosmooth,it'sactuallytheother

wayaroundandthesoonerpeople

cometotermswiththat,thebetterit

willbeforeveryone."Iheardhands

clappingnexttome.Itwas

Asenathi,shewasonherfeet



clappingandsmiling.

Mrs'D:"Hlalaphantsiwena!(sit

down!)"Asequicklysatdown.

Mr'D:"TheChosenOnehasspoken!"

Helookedamusedforsome

reason,unlikehiswifewhowas

fuming.

Ase:"Whathaveyoudonetomyquiet

friend?!"Sheshoutedinexcitement.

Me:"Shefoundavoice.Nowifthat



wasall,TatamayIpleasebe

excused?"

Mrs'D:"asikako-"

Mr'D:"Youcangomntanam."Istood

upandleftformyroom.

TheminuteIgotthereIletouta

breathIdidn'tevenknowIwas

holdingin.MyGodwhyamIcrying?I

wasshockedandsurprisedatmyself

forsayingallofthatinfrontof

everyone.Wheredidthatcourage

comefrom?Myfamilywouldbeso

damnproudofme.



ThedooropenedwhileIwasstill

doingthebreathingexercise.

Sivuyile:"Whatwasthat?"Isheangry?

Hecametomeandmademestand

up.Icouldn'treallyreadhisfacial

expression.Helookedatmefora

secondbeforesmashinghislipsinto

mine."Thatwasfuckenhot!"Hesaid

afterbreakingthekiss.

Me:"Younotmad?"

Sivuyile:"Forwhat?Iwouldneverbe

madatyouforstandingupfor



yourself.Iactuallylovedeveryminute

ofit."Ichuckled."Whyareyou

crying?"Hewipedmytears.

Me:"Idon'tknow.Theystarted

pouringtheminuteIgotinhere."He

laughed.Hebroughtmyfacecloseto

him,thenhekissedmeagain.The

kisswasn'tassmoothastheonewe

sharedinthismorning.Thiswas

moreintenseandithadamessageto

it,hewantedtohavemerightthere

andthen.Iwon'tlieIwasalsofeeling

hotdownthere,Ialsowantedhimso

bad.



Me:"mmhmmh."Ibrokethekiss.I

hadtoo

Sivuyile:"Fuck!"He'sfacewasonmy

neck."I'lluseacondommylove."

Me:"No."Himbreathingonmyneck

wasn'tmakingthingseasier.

Sivuyile:"Pleaselove.Areyoureally

goingtoletmesleepwiththis?"He

mademetouchhisboner.



Me:"Takeacoldshower."

Sivuyile:"Wearegoingtothedoctor

firstthingtomorrow!"Hepeckedon

mylipsthenhewentstraighttothe

bathroom.IlaughedwhenIheardthe

showerrunning.

Hewillsurvive.Hecan'treallyexpect

metosleepwithhimbeforeweget

tested,especiallybecausehis

mistressispregnant.Theremaybea

possibilitythattheywerenotusing

condomsallthetime,Ican'tput

myselfatrisklikethat.Whoknows

whatSandihasbeenuptobeforeshe



metSivuyile.
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°•SIVUYILE•°

Wakingupnexttomywifehastobe

oneofthemostheartwarmingthings

ever.Ienjoywatchinghersleepand

alsothefeelingofherbreathhitting

againstmyneck.Iwilladmitit,Ilove

thisgirl.Ihaveneverlovedanyone

likeIloveher,wellLusandacane

prettyclose,butwithLunathiit's

differentit'slikeIamcomplete.It'sa

wholenewfeelingandIamenjoying

it.EventhoughImessedthingsupby

cheating,Iampreparedtoworkhard

toearnherloveandtrustback.I

missedher,Imissedhavingherinmy

armslikethis,kissingherforehead



whileshe'sfarawayindreamland.I

alsomissedbeingburriedinsideher,

I'msureJamaalsomisseshis

home,butIwillrespectherdecision

andgettestedbecauseattheendof

thedayamtheonewhomessedup.

I'mjustprayingandhopingthatwe

willgetthroughthisandthatshewill

letmein,andallowmetobeher

comforterinhertryingtimes.Ifeel

likeshe'sholdingbackwhebitcomes

tothedeathofofherparents,she

hasn'treallyspokenaboutthemto

meeversinceshe'sbeenhere,

wheneverItriedinitiatingthat

conversationlastnightbutshe



brushedmeoffbyspeakingabout

mydadbeatingmeup.Speakingof

that,Iamsurprisedthatmydad

punched,thelasttimeheeverlaida

handonmewasbackinhighschool,

afterthathehasneverlaidhishands

onme.IguesswhatIdidreally

angeredhim,ImeanSandiandher

childmightbringunnesecaryconflict

tothefamilywhichmightleadtothe

Kingdom'sdoom.Withjustone

mistakeI'vemanagedtomessupa

bunchofthings,IsweartoGodIam

nevercheatingonmywifeeveragain.

Ijumpedofthebedandwenttothea

quickshower,Iwasstilllimpingbut



mylegwasn'tthatpainfulanymore.

Iwentdownstairstomakemyselfa

healthysmoothie,sinceIcan'tgoto

thegymbecauseofmykegI'veopted

toeatinghealthyallthetime,okay

maybenotallthetimebutevery

morningwhenIwakeupIdrinka

smoothie.

Mymomwasalreadyinthekitchen

cookingupastormwhichwasa

surprise,sheonlydoesthison

Christmasdayorwhenwehave

visitors,onanyotherdayit'severy

manforhimself-wellapartfrommy

dadofcourse.



Me:"andthen?Whatstheoccasion?"

Mom:"Goodmorningtoyoutoomy

child."

Me:"Morningmom.Arewehaving

peopleover?"

Mom:"Maybe"

Me:"Maybe?"



Mom:"Stopaskingmequestionsand

starthelping."

Me:"Istillneedtotakeshower."

Mom:"Sivuyile!"Shewarned.

Me:"Whatdoyouneedhelpwith?"

Mom:"Thesausages."

Me:"Whatiftheoilburnsmemom?"



Mom:"Stopbeingstupidandstart

fryingmarn."

Me:"Yoh."Ididasshetoldme.She

wasinaweirdlyhappymood,shewas

hummingherfavouritetuneand

swayingherhipssidetoside,itwas

weirdconsideringwhathappened

betweenherandLunathilastnight.

"Youareinajollymoodtoday."

Mom:"Wehavealottocelebratemy

boy."

Me:"Like?"



Mom:"andadditiontoourfamily."

Addi-"Sandi'sbaby."Shemusthave

seentheconfusedlookonmyface.

Me:"MomSandi'sbabymightnotbe

mine.AndIdon'tgetwhywehaveto

celebratethisbabywhileyouknow

verywellthatwhathappened

betweenSandiandIbrokeLunathi's

heart.Whereisyourloyaltymom?"

Mom:"YouandSandibrokeherheart

notthebaby.Sheneedstosuckitup

andacceptthatthebabyiscoming."



Me:"Thatsnotfairmom.Whyareyou

actinglikeyouareapersonwho

forgiveseasilyandmoveson?Doyou

wantmetoremindyou?"

Mom:"Thisisnotaboutme.Lunathi

shouldhaveexpectedthisinthistime

andday.Everymencheats

nowadays."

Me:"Butthatdoesn'tmeanawoman

shouldforgiveandforget.Iwon'tbe

thatselfishtoforcehertoacceptthis

baby,ifshecan'tthenshecan't.She



willdosoinherowntime."

Mom:"Idon'tevenknowwhyyouare

nursingthisgirl'sfeelings.Backinmy

daysifyourfathermadeawoman

pregnantIwouldhavenochoicebut

toacceptthebabyandthewomanas

hissecondwife."

Me:"Likeyousaidinyourdays,not

now.Thesehavechangednow.

Womanknowtheirworth,andthey

don'tstandformistreatment."

Mom:"AreyoutryingtosayIdon't



knowmyworthSivuyile?"

Me:that'snotwhatIsaidmom.You

tryingtorunawayfrommypoint."

Mom:"AllIamsayingmnaisthatthe

sooneryourwifeagreeforSandito

beyoursecondwifetheeasieritwill

beforhertoacceptherandthe

baby."Whoisthiswoman.

Me:"Wheredidmysweetcaring

mothergo?Idon'tknowthiscold

womanstandinghere."Shelookedat

mewithasterneye.



Mom:"Sandishouldbearrivingina

fewminutes."

Me:"What?!"

Mom:"Howaregoingtocelebrate

withoutthepersonwearecelebrating

beingpresent?"

Me:"ThenYOUshouldhavewaited

untilthebabyisbornbeforedoing

thisstupidcelebration!"



Mom:"NdakuqhwabaSivuyile!(Iwill

slapyouSivuyile!)Whoareyou

callingstupid?"

Me:"Isaidthecelebrationisstupid

notyou."

Mom:"Futsek!"Yoh!"Youaregoingto

betheonewelcomingSandiintothis

home,siyevana?"Ididn'tsayanything.

Me:"Letmejustgotomywife."I

haveyotellheraboutmymom's

plansbeforeSandiarrives.



Mom:"Haisuka!She'snotsickisshe?

Ifshewantedtoseeyoushewould

havelongcamedownstairs.Goput

theplatesonthetable."Fromfrying

sausagestodeckingtablesforSandi

outofallpeople?Mymomhasreally

outdoneherselfthistimearound.

Thisisreallyunacceptable,Iwonder

whereherhusbandiswhenthings

arelikethis.Ifhewasn'tsoangryat

meIwouldaskhimtotalkheroutof

thisstupidcelebration.

'DingDong!'Thatmustbetheshe

devil.



"I'llgetit."Whendidshecomedown.

Me:"Babywait!"Shelookedatme.

Lunathi:"What?"

Me:"Ihavetotellyousomething?"

Lunathi:"Noneed,Iheardeverything

yourmomsaid."Shegracefully

walkedtothedoor.

○



°•BOITUMELO•°

Ican'tbelievethewomanwhomade

feelwelcomewhenIfirstgotmarried

intothisfamilyisthesamewoman

whosaidallthosethings.Whatever

happenedtoSivuyile'smom?I

thoughtshelikedmeandwehada

solidrelationship,IguessIwaswrong.

Me:"Hi."Isaidwiththebiggestfake

smilewhichwasreturnedbyaheavily

pregnantSandi-isshereally6

monthspregnant?

Sandi:"Heysisterwife?"Sincewhen?I



rolledmyeyes.

Me:"Welcometoourhome.Ihope

youwillenjoyyourtimeherewithus."

GodIsoundlikethoseHotel

receptionists.

Sandi:"SoonIwillbetheonesaying

thattoourguest.Thisisgoingtobe

ourhometoosoon."Sherubbedher

tummy.MythroatwentdryandIheld

backtears.

Me:"wellcomein.I'llshowyoutothe

dinningarea."Iclosedthedoorand



followedhertothedinning

area,imagineI'mtheonebeingledin

myownhome!TheQueenemerged

fromthekitchenandbeamedwith

excitementassoonasshesaw

Sandi,shock!

Sandi:"Mah!"ShecallsherMahnow?

Imeantheyjustkneweachothera

fewdaysago.

Mrs'D:"Ihopethedrivertookcareof

youonyourwayhere."Sheevensent

thedrivertofetchthem?Wow!"Little

DlaminiistreatingyouwellIcansee,



youareglowing."

"Isshereallyglowingorshe'sjust

oily."

Mrs'D:"Asenathi!"

Ase:"I'mjustasking.Thesedays

peopleconfuseglowwithoilyness.

Andthatdabawodoesn'tlooklike

glow."HowIwishIcanberudelike

Asenathi.IknowtheQueenexpects

metoreactinabadwaytowards

SandibutIwon'tgiveherthe

satisfaction,IhateSandiyesbutI



won'tshowherthat.

Mrs'D:"Don'tmindherSandi,she'sjust

jealousofyourlovelyskin."

Ase:"Hah!Notinthislifetime,herskin

isnotgoalsshem.Maybeifyouwere

talkingaboutLunathiIwouldhave

keptquiet,butnotthisone'sskin."

Mrs'D:"Asenathi!Youwillrespect

Sandi,she'swayolderthanyou."

Ase:"Butshewasabletosleepwitha



18yearold'shusband,whydoesshe

playaroundthekidsterritoryifshe

wantstobetreatedlikeanadult."

Mrs'D:"Sivuyileisold.Justbecause

heismarriedtoakiddoesn'tmean

he'sofflimitstogirlshisage."Aibo

thiswoman!

Ase:"Heh!Sot-"

Mrs'D:"Justshutupandsitdown

marnbeforeIgiveyoubackslap!"

Asenathimumbledsomethingbefore

sittingdown.Ialsosatdownnextto



herandSivuyilesaydownnexttome

leavingachairvacantnexttohim.

"Goandsittheresisi."Shepointedat

theemptychairnexttoSivuyile.He

didn'tevenwaitforhertocomeand

sitnexttohim,heimmediatelystood

upandwenttositontheemptychair

nexttoAsenathi.Sandi'ssmile

dissapperedinaninstant.

Ase:"Hehe!"Sheclappedonce.

"Awufunwasisi!"Shelaughedout

loud.

Mrs'D:"Sivuyileutheninawena?"



Sivuyile:"Mompleasedon'tstart

dramainthemorning."

Ase:"Andsanashe'sinthatmood

today!"

LumkaandLulamacameintothe

dinningroom,theywereshockedto

seeourpregnantvisitor.

Lumka:"Andthen?"

Sivuyile:"Yourmominvitedher."



Mrs'D:"Kakadeshe'smyguest."

Lulama:"Inwho'shouse?Mamayou

areonlyallowedtoinviteguestsback

homenothere.Ican'tbelieveyou

broughtthiswomanisLunathi's

space,howcruelcanyoube?"

Mrs'D:"Thisisnotbeingcruel.Ijust

wantLunathitogetusedtotheidea

ofhavingheraround."

Me:'Havingheraround?Where?"



Mrs'D:"She'smovinginlatertoday.

Thisisherwelcomebreakfast."

Sivuyile:"Movinginyourroom

perhaps.Idon'twantherinmyhouse

mama."

Mrs'D:"HowcanyousaythatSivuyile.

Thischildisheavilypregnantshe

can'tbealone."

Sivuyile:"ExactlywhyIamdoubting

thebaby'spertanity.She'stooheavily

pregnantfora6monthspregnancy."



Mom:"Maybeshe'scarryingtwins."

Lumka:"Where'sdad?Weneedto

haveadiscussion."

Me:"Wedon'tevenhavetohavea

discussion.Thatwomanisnot

movinginhere."

Sandi:"Excuseme?Thisisnotyour

house,youareasmuchofavisitoras

Iam."



Lulama:"Haibontomabazana!Lunathi

isSivuyile'swifewhichmakesthis

herhouse.Wenayouarejustapass

byfuckwhounfortunatelygot

knockedup.Nevereverinthis

lifetimecompareyourselftoher."

Me:"Mywordisfinal.She'snot

movinginhere."Ididn'tevenwant

entertainthisfurtherbyarguing

aboutthis.

Mrs'D:"Wewillseeaboutthat."

Me:"Thatwewill."Thereisabsolutely



nowayIamlettinghermoveinhere.

Wecarriedonwithbreakfast,Mrs

DlamininandSandiwereengagedin

theirownconversation,whilewere

havingourownconvo.Iwonder

whereMrDlaminiis,I'mprettysurehe

wouldhaveoutastoptothis

nonsensehappeninghere.

Afterbreakfastmeandthegirls

clearedthetableandwashed

dishes,theywerecommendingmeon

standingupformyselfagainsttheir

mother,theyneverknewtheday

wouldcome.Afterwashingthe

dishesIwenttotakealongrelaxing

bath.Wellitwasn'tarelaxedbath,it



wasmoreofmycryingsession.I

missedmyparents,rightnowIwould

beonthephonecryingandtellingher

allaboutMrsDlamini'sdoingsI'm

sureshewouldhavesaidsomething

tomakemefeelbetter.Ineeded

someonetocalmmedownbecauseI

wasfuming,Icouldn'texatytalkto

BontleaboutthisbecauseIknewshe

wasgoingtofueltheanger.Maybe

that'swhatIneed?Anger,maybethen

peoplewillhearwhatIhavetosay

andrespectit.MaybeMrsDlamini

doesn'trespectmyviewsbecauseI

amalwayscalm,maybeIneedtoturn

thingsupforherthatwillsurelymake



astatement.Igotouttheshower

quicklyanddriedmyself,Iwrappeda

towelaroundmybodyandwentback

totheroom.Itookmyphoneandsat

downonthebedandstarteddialing

myfuel.

Bontle:"Nana."

Me:"Ausi.Thingsareescalatingin

thishouse."Ididn'thavetimeforthe

pleasantries.

Bontle:"Tellmemore."Inarratedthe

wholestorytoher,fromlastnight's



eventsuntilthismorning."Firstofall

babyIamsuperproudofyoufor

standingupforyourself,youlearnt

fromthebest!"Isshereallygoingto

giveherselfcreditforthat?"You

knowafterthefuneralIpromised

myselfthatfromnowonIamgoing

tobeamothertoyoumorethana

sister,IpromisedmyselfthatIwould

guideyouintotherightpathandstop

youfromdoinginsanethingslikeI

didwhenIwasyourage.Ipromised

myselfmaturity."OhGod!Isshe

reallyswitchinguponmenow?"But

nobabygirl!Thisonedoesn'tneed

Bontlethemother!Thisoneneeds



Bontlethesister.Listen!Youneedto

showsthisebitcheswho'ssisteryou

are,youcannotallowtofakebitches

tocontrolyouinyourownhouse.

Fightbabes!Fightwhoeverwantsto

playontopofyourhead."Iknewthat

shewasn'tgoingtodisappointme.

Me:"ThatswhatIwasthinkingtoo!"

Bontle:"IwantyoutobeaBontle2.0

ifthatpregnantbitchdarestomove

intothathouse,showherwhatyou

aremadeoff.RebaKoenarona,hare

tlwayelwekebatho.Showthemhow



savageyoucanbe.There'snotimeto

bedealingwiththisrationally.

Irrationallyallthewaybabes!!Show

themwho'stherulerofthathouse.

Andstartwiththepregnantoneand

endwiththemonsterinlaw."

Me:"Ihearyousisi.Iamgoingtodo

exactlythat."

Bontle:"Iwanttoseehowyouare

goingtohandlethis.Idon'twantto

beinvolvedthistimearound,Istill

haveani8issuetosortout."I

laughed."Byeboo,Iambusymarking



scriptshere."

Me:"Byesisi,andthankyou."

Bontle:"Don'tdisappointmeplease

Boitumelo."

Me:"Don'tworryIwon't.Theymust

justtryme!Habantekabatlabona

mehlolo."

Bontle:"That'smygirl!"Ilaughedthen

shehungup.Iwasfueledupand

readyforabattle.Iwasjustwaiting



forthemtomakeamove,Iwasready.

"Younotreadyyet."

Me:"Forwhat?"

Sivuyile:"Ourdoctor'sappointment."

Me:"Ididn'tknowwehadadoctor's

appointment."

Sivuyile:"Itoldyoulastnight."



Me:"HawuIthoughtyouwere

kidding."

Sivuyile:"Iwasn't.Hurryupbaby."

Therehegoesrushingme.Ilotioned

mybodythenworemycasualclothes.

Sizwedroveustothedoctor,who

happenstobeThembabytheway.I

wouldhavetakenmytimetodress

upifIknewwewerecomingtohis

surgery,justtointimidatethe

receptionistsothatsheseethatmy

manistakebyabeautifulwoman.

MyGodwhyamIeventhinkingabout

this.



Themba:"Thecoupleofthehourhas

arrived."

Sivuyile:"Centuryyoumean."

Themba:"Keepfoolingyourself.

Makotiit'ssonicetoseeyouafter

suchalongtime."Ihaven'tseenhim

sinceIbrokeupwithSivuyile,they

wereallthereatthefuneralbutI

didn'thavetimetosocialisewith

them."Let'sgetstraighttobusiness."

Wesatdownandheexplainedthe

wholeproceduretous,welltome



becauseSivuyileobviouslyknows

everythingaboutthis."ImustsayLuu,

Iamreallyproudofyoufor

persuadingthismantocomeand

checkhisstatus."

Me:"Forcedbycircumstances."He

chuckledthenhenodded.Heused

thetestingkittotestus,healsodrew

somebloodtotaketothelab.Wesat

thereforafewminuteswaitingfor

theresultstocomethrough.

Themba:"Nomatterwhathappens

rememberyourvowstoeachother.



Insicknessandinhealth.Ev-"

Sivuyile:"Shutupdude!"Whyishe

stressing,Imeanhesaidheuseda

condomwithSandimos.

Themba:"RememberwhatIs-"he

waslookingattheresults.

Sivuyile:"Justgiveustheresults

man!"Thembaswallowedthenhelet

outaheavysigh.Iwasn'tnervous

before,butseeinghisreaction

towardstheresultsismakingme

nervous.



Themba:"Ntwanayam.Nomatter

yourHIVstatusIwillalwaysbeyour

friend,Iwillbebyyiursideatall

timesuntilyoudie.Iloveyountwana

don'tforgetthat,it'snottheendofthe

world."OhmyGod.

Sivuyile:"Itspositive?"Thembalooked

down."How?!Nothat'simpossible.

Letmesee.Noit'scan'tbe."Whatthe

hell!TosayIwasdistraughtwouldbe

understatement.HowamIgoingto

staymarriedtoanHIVpositivemen.

Itwouldhavebeenbetterifhe



contracteditbeforewemet.Themba

lookedatbothofusbeforebursting

outinlaughter.

Themba:"OhMyGod!Yourfaces

guys,priceless!Ishouldhavetakena

picture."What!Whatthehelliswrong

withthisguy."Youarebothnegative

guys."

Sivuyile:"Fuckmarn!"Herubbedhis

handsonhisface.

Themba:"Igotyouguys!Igotyou

good."Helaughedsomemore.



Sivuyile:"Ishouldbepunchingyouin

thefacerightnow."

Themba:"Notunlessyouwanttoget

avisitfromtheHRmanager."Wow!

Thembaisfullofgamesevenin

serioussituations.

Me:"Youaresoannoying."He

laughedagain.

Themba:I'msorryIhadtodoit.I

shouldhavewaitedmaybeadayor



toobeforegivingyouyourrealresults

justtotestyourloveforeachother."

Sivuyile:"Whodiedandmadeyouthe

loveexaminer."Helaughedagain.

Themba:"Onaseriousnoteguysyou

arebothHIVpositive.Butbecauseof

awindowperiod,youshouldcome

backagainin3monthstotest.And

Luuifyoudon'tknowwhatawindow

periodis,askyourhusbandhewilltell

you."

Sivuyile:"Ihateyoubroh."



Themba:"Youknowyoudon't."He

laughedagain.

•

AfterThemba'svistwestayedfora

bitandchattedwithhimthenSivuyile

suggestedwegooutforlunchjust

thetwoofus.Wehadabeautiful

lunch,overlaughterandchatswhile

staringintoeachother'seyes.He

apologisedagainforthecheating.

Afterlunchwedrovetoanopenvele

andsatinthecarandspokeabouta

wholelotofthings,itwasreallyan

amazingday.Wehadtocutourtime



shortbecausehismomkepton

callingforGodknowswhat.

Whenwegothomehismomwas

sittingintheloungeonherown.

Sivuyile:"Andthenmamawhat'swith

thecalls?"

Mom:"Wherehaveyoubeen?You

weresupposedtomeetSandiatthe

gynecologist2hoursago."

Sivuyile:"ItoldyouIamnotgoing

there."



Mom:"She'scarryingyourbabyfor

heavenssake."Ididn'thavetimeto

listentothis,Iwentupstraighttomy

room.

Whatarethesebagsandsuitcases

doingallovermyroom?Waita

minute,thisisnotmine!Thisisthe

highestlevelofdisrespect,howdare

they.

"Girl!Theshedevilhasmov-What's

goingonhere?"

Me:"Whyareherbagsinmyroom?"



Ase:"Ididn'tknowshemovedinto

yourroom."

Me:"Nothisisdisrespectmos."Itook

thebagsonebyone.

Ase:"Letmehelpyouwiththat."She

carriedsomeofthebags."Whereare

wetakingthem?"

Me:"Outsidewheretheybelong."She

wassoexcitedtohelpmewiththis

job.Wecarriedthebagsalltheway



downstairstooutsideinthepatio.

"Thenerveofthisgirl!Theyaregoing

toseemetoday!"

Ase:"Ilovethenewyou!!"Stupid

thingsexciteher.

Wewentontotheloungetojoin

Sivuyileandhismom,theywerestill

talkingaboutSandi.Ichangedthe

channeltochannel124andImade

suretoincreasethevolume.

"Whataremybagsdoingoutside?!"

Thepregnantpenguinshoutedallthe



wayfromthedoortothelounge.

Mrs'D:"Whatdoyoumeantheyare

outside?"

Sandi:"Theyareatthepatioaswe

speak."MrsDlaminijumpedonthe

sofaandwentout.Iguessshewas

goingtocheckherfavouritedaughter

inlaw'sbags.

Fewminuteslatershewalkedinwith

twobodyguardscarryingthem,she

orderedthemtogoandputthemin

themasterbedroom.



Me:"Soyouaretheonewhotoldthis

onetomoveintoMYroom?"

Sandi:"Youaretheonewhothrewmy

clothesout?!"

Me:"Whatweretheydoinginmy

room?"

Mrs'D:"That'swhereshe'ssupposed

tosleep.Sheneedsacomfortable

bed."

Sivuyile:"Mama!WhatdidIsayabout



hermovinginher?!"Helookedangry.

Mrs'D:"I-"

Sivuyile:"Nomamamarn!!Whycan't

yourespectmywife'sdecisions?!

HaynoI'vehaditwithyourattitude

mom!Itendstoday!Where'sdad?"

Ase:"He'sattheoffice.Heshouldbe

backsoonthough."

Mom:"Sivuyile,whoareyoutalking

toolikethat?!I'myour



mother,nonsense!"

Sivuyile:"Youarenotbehavinglikea

motherrightnow!Iwantheroutof

myhouse."

Mrs'D:"Whereisshesupposedtogo?

It'salreadylate."

Sivuyule:"Figureitout!Bookherintoa

hotelorsomething.Thisisyiur

problemnotmine!"

Mrs'D:"Areyoureallygoingtodothat



tothemotherofyourchild?!"

Ase:"Youheardhim."

Mrs'D:"Wellshe'snotgoing

anywhere.Ifanyonehasaproblem

withthat,there'sthedoor,theycan

leave."Sivuyilesighed.

Sivuyile:"Babylet'sgo."

Me:"towhere?"

Sivuyile:"Tothehotel.Wewillsort



thisouttomorrow."Ohhellno!

Me:"Iamnotsavingmyhouse

becauseofher!Never!"Istoodup

abruptlyfromthecouchandranupto

myroom."Bayanyela!"Herclothes

werereallyoutsidemyroom.

Ase:"Whatarewegoingtodonow?"I

tookonesuitcaseandwenttothe

guestbathroom,Iemptieditoutin

thebathtub.Asenathiwasalready

behindmewithanotherone,shealso

emptieditout.Wedidthesamething

withtheothersuntilallherher



clotheswereinthere."Thisisso

exciting."Iwasfumingwithanger,allI

couldseewasred!Ifilledthebathtub

withwater.

Me:"Ineedbleach."Sheranoutofthe

bathroomandcamebackafew

secondslaterwith3litersofjik.I

startedpouringallthejikintothe

bathtub."More!"

Ase:"Whereisit?"

Me:"Gocheckinthekitchenwhere

wekeepthesoap."Sheranoutagain.



Theyshouldn'thavepushedmeto

thislimit.SomehowIfeltlikeIhad

lostcompletecontrolofmysense,I

wasangryandIwantedtodestroy.

Asenathicamebackrunningagain.

Ase:"Hurryshe'sonthewaywithher

teammate."Idon'tknowhowI

managedtolaughatthat.Ipoured

thejikagain,thenIstartedmixingthe

clothes."Theyaregoingtotaketime

togethere,thehippoistakingsmall

steps."Isatonthebathtuband

waitedforthem.

Fewminuteslatertheywalkedin,the



firstthingtheysawwasanempty

himbottleinmyhand.

Mrs'D:"Whatdidyoudoyouill

manneredchild?!"

Sandi:"No!No!No!Myclothes!"She

washysterical.

Mrs'D:"Areyoucrazy!!"Sandi

screamed.

"What'sgoingonhe-ohhh!"Hesaw

theclothesandthejik.



Sandi:"allofthisbecauseofaman?!

Wowyouarereallychi-awwwww!"

Shescreamedinagony."Ithinkthe

babyiscoming."

Ase:"Haydon'tlientombazanendini.

It'stooearly."

Sandi:"I'mnotly-awwwwawwww!

He'scoming!"

Mrs'D:"Okaycalmdown,breathinand

out."Shelookedatme."Canyousee



whatyouhavedoneyoudevil'schild!

Nowamgoingtohaveapremature

grandchild!"Sandiscreamedagain.

"Sivuyilegetthecar."

Ase:"Mxm."

Sivuyile:"Aibo!"

MrsDlamininkeptondoingthe

breathingexerciseswithher,she

screamedonemoretimethenwe

heardasplash!

Sandi:"Mywaterjustbroooooooke!!"



Ohshit!

Mrs'D:"Callanambulancemarn!!"I

quicklyrushedouttogogetmy

phone!WhathaveIdonedearLord.

•

•

•

•

•
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Imightpostaninserttomorrow

becauseIdon'tthinkIwillbe

availableonTuesday.
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ATTHEHOSPITAL

Sandiwasrushedintothedelivery

roomandinthemidstofherpains

shewasabletoblantatlyrefusefor

theQueentobepresentinthe



deliveryroom.

MrsDlamini'sstareswerebeingtoo

muchforLunathi,shewasmadand

pissedoffatherbecauseinhermind

Lunathiwastoblameforwhatwas

happening.IfLunathihadn'tdecided

tofightSandi'smovethennoneof

thiswouldbehappeningright

now,that'swhatshethought.The

hateshehadforLunathiwasslowly

brewingupinsideher,shedidn'tlike

her,shedidn'tlikehowperfectshe

was,shedidn'tlikethefactthateven

theancestorsbowtoher,shedidnot

likethefactthatsheisanordinary

chosenonewhileLunathiisthe



specialkind.Yearsagowhenshe

wasthechosenoneshewashappy

andsatisfiedwithherposition.That

wasuntilshefoundoutthatthereare

twokindsofchosenones,sheprayed

andhopedtobethespecialonelike

thegreatgrandmaMmaDlamini,but

allthatwasinvain.Whenshefound

outthatLunathiwasthespecial

chosenone,shelosthermind.She

wassoyoungyetshepossessed

suchgreatness,greatnessthatshe

hasenviedforhalfherlife.Herenvy

developedintohatredforLunathi.

ShewantedtoseeLunathihurt,that's

whyshewantedSanditomoveinand



getmarriedtoherson,sothatshe

canseeLunathihurtwhenevershe

seesthemplayinghappyfamily.

Asmuchasshewasangrythatthe

babycameearly,shewasalsohappy

ontheotherside.Thismeantthat

theycanspeedupthemarriage

processandshewasgoingtohave

herfirstgrandchild.

Mrs'D:"Thisisallyourfault.That

childbettermakeitorelseweare

goingtohaveaproblem."Lunathi

didn'tpayanymindtoher,shewas

panicking.Shewasworriedthatthe



babymighthavecomplicationsince

itwasa6monthspregnancy.She

blamedherselfandshedidn'tlike

howshewentaboutthewhole

situation.

Herphonevibratedinherpocket,it

washerhusband.

Lunathi:"Hey."Shesaidinraspyvoice.

Sivuyile:"Whereareyou?"Hesaidina

serioustone.

Lunathi:"Whatdoyoumeanwhere



amI?YousawIleftwithyourmom

forthehospital."

Sivuyile:"Whatareyoudoingthere?"

Lunathi:"Yourmistressisaboutto

givebirthtoyourprematurebaby

becauseofme!!Youshouldalsobe

here!"

Sivuyile:"Lunathi,I'mgoingtosaythis

once.Getyourselfbackhere."He

hungup.Lunathihadnochoicebutto

obeyherhusband.



Lunathi:"MahIhavetogobackhome.

Youwillbefineonyourownright?"

Mrs'D:"HambaKakade,Idon'teven

knowwhatyoucameherefor

becausethisisallyourfault."

Lunathi:"Whydoyousuddenlyhate

memah?"TheQueenjustlookedat

her.Lunathigatherherherselfand

leftthewaitingroom.

○

°•SIVUYILE•°



Iwassittingintheloungewithmy

sister'swaitingformywifetoreturn.

Lunathiistooniceforherown

good,therewasabsolutelynoreason

forhertogotothehospitalwithmy

momandSandi,shecouldhave

stayedhereathomewiththerestof

us.Asenathiwasfillinginmysisters

aboutwhattranspiredwhilethey

werenothere.

Lumka:"Iamstillshockedthat

LunathisoakedallSandi'sclothesin

bleach."Sheclappedonce.



Lulama:"IwishIsaweverything,nowI

havetorelyonAsenathi'sdramatic

storytelling.I'msureitwasnotas

extremeasshemadeitoutto

be,Lunathiiswaytooreservedtodo

allofthat.Maybeyouaretheone

whosaokedtheclothes"

Ase:"Iamtellingyousisi.Itwasall

Lunathi,mnaIwasjustan

accomplicehelpingwhereIcould."

Lumka:"Thepoorgirlistired.Ialways

knewshehadthatMokoenacrazy



boneinher."

Lulama:"Yourmompushedhertoo

far."

Ase:"Itwasasifshewaspossessed.

Ifeltlikeaproudmotherwatching

herdestroyallthewitch's

belongings."Theylaughed.

Lunathireallysurprisedmetoday,I

didn'texpectthatkindofreaction

fromher.

Mydadwalkedinwhilewewerestill

talkingabouttheeventsoftoday.



Dad:"andthenwhat'swiththenoise?

Where'smywife?"

Ase:"Hospital."

Dad:"What?Whathappenedtoher?"

Hewasinfullpanicmode.

Ase:"Nothingiswrongwith

her,Sandi'swaterbroke."

Dad:"Herwaterbrokeat6months?"



Me:"Askagaindad."Iwasalready

suspiciousofSandi'spregnancy,but

aftertodaymysuspicionswere

confirmed.Thebabywasn'tmine,I

don'tknowhowshethoughshewas

goingtofoolmeknowingverywell

thatIamaqualifieddoctor,she

playedherself.

Dad:"Where'sL-ahhtheresheis."She

lookeddistraught."What'swrong

ntombam?"

Ase:"Hehlo!Kalokushe'stheone

responsibleforSandi'swater



breaking."Shelaughed."Myfriend

ndiyakuvumashem!Youareatop

dog,youmakepeoplebeinlabour

rightonthespot."Shelaughedagain.

Lunathididn'tfindthatfunny,she

didn'tlookgood.

Me:"areyouokay."Sheshookher

headbeforesittingdownnexttome.

Dad:"NgathiImissedoutonalot."

Lunathi:"YourmomhatesmeandI

don'tknowwhatitisthatIdidtoher.

SheblamesmeSandi'searlybirth."



Me:"Youdidn'tdoanythingtohermy

love.Andnothingisyourfault,Sandi

wasboundtogivebirth."

Lunathi:"Butnotthisearly."

Me:"Herwaterbrokemylove,which

meansshehadreachedherfullterm

ofpregnancy.Thebabyisnotmine."

Lunathi:"What?How?"

Ase:"Itmeanshewasalready



pregnantwhenshesl-shegotwith

bhuti."

Lunathi:"Soshe'sinlabourbecause

shewasstressedout?"

Me:"No."

Dad:"Wait!Sowhereismywife?"

Lunathi:"ShestillbelievesthatSandi

ispregnantwithhergrandchild."

Lumka:"Letmecallherandtellher."



Dad:"No,letherfindoutonherown."

Lulama:"Butdadthewaitingrooms

arecoldespeciallyatnight.Momis

goingtospendhoursthere."

Dad:"Sheneedstolearnherlesson."

Ase:"Andshedoestata!Shewanted

SanditomoveintoLunathi's

room,imagine!"

Dad:"Shedidwhat?"



Ase:"Yes!That'swhyLunathi

bleachedtheshedevil'sclothes."

Dad:"Startfromthebeginningmy

child,Iwanttohearthewholestory."

Utshokuba?Asenathiisalways

willingtofillpeopleinwithstories.

Shetolddadexactlywhathappened.

"Whatisgoingonwithmywife?"

Lulama:"ThatswhatIwouldalsolike

toknow.Umamahassuddenly

changed,especiallytowardsLunathi.I

don'tunderstandherbehaviour."



Lumka:"Theremustbeareason."

Dad:"Thatwon'tjustifyherbehaviour.

She'saroyalwife,achosenonefor

goodnesssakeshe'snotsupposed

tobebehavingthisway."

Lumka:"She'slosingherself."

Me:"MnaIwanthertogobackhome

firstthingtomorrow.Mywifecannot

beuncomfortableinherown

home,she'sgoingthroughalotasit



isshedoesn'tneedmomaddingonto

herstress."

Lulama:"Iagree.Shedoesn'thaveto

waitforFriday."

Dad:"I'lltalktoherassoonasshe

getsbackhere."

○

Thenightwentbyandmymomwas

stillnotbackfromthehospital,Idon't

knowwhatherobsessionwithSandi

is?It'snotlikeshe'sabouttohave

herfirstgrandchild,ifthatwasthe

casemaybeIwouldunderstandwhy



she'sactinglikethis.

Lunathi:"Morning."Ikissedher

forehead

Me:"Morningbaby."

Lunathi:"Yourmomisstillatthe

hospital?"

Me:"Ithinkso.Ihaven'tcalledheras

yet."

Lunathi:"Ineedtogoprepare



breakfast."

Me:"It'sstillearlylove."

Lunathi:"Noit'snot,I'mprettysure

yourdadisawakenow."

Me:"Iftheyarehungrytheywillmake

themselvessomethingtoeat."

Lunathi:"Aren'tyouhungry?"

Me:"Ihavemyfoodrighthere."Isaid

inaseductivevoicewhilesqueezing



hertight.

Lunathi:"That'smyquetogetup!"

Shejumpedoffthebedandrushedto

thebathroom.

○

°•BOITUMELO•°

Irinsedmyfaceandbrushedmy

teeth.Ihadtorunawayfromthat

hornymaninthere,yesterdayIturned

himdownwhenhewantedtosleep

withevennowIamturninghimdown.

Idon'tknowhowlongitwilltakeme

tobecomfortableenoughtohave



sexwithhimagain,Ijustdon'tfeel

comfortableasyet-Idon'tknowwhy.

Iwentbacktotheroomandchanged

intomydressthenIwentdownstairs.

Mam'Luvowasinthekitchen

preparingfoodforChulu.

Me:"She'sawakealready?"

Mam'Luvo:"Yes,shejustwokeup."I

grabbedtheingredientsIwasgoing

toneedformybreakfast.

Me:"shesleptlatelastnight."



Mam'Luvo:"Itwasexcitement.She

wasreallyhappytoseeyou."

Me:"Awwmycrawlingprincess.She's

growingupsofast,it'sonlyamatter

oftimebeforeshestartswalkingand

breakingeverysinglethinginthis

house.Idon'tthinkIamreadyfor

that."Welaughed.

Mam'Luvo:"That'swhereyouwill

havetostartenforcingdiscipline."



Me:"Likebeather?"Shelaughed.

Mam'Luvo:"Noofcoursenot.Justbe

sternwhenyoutellherno,andyour

facialexpressionhavetorelaya

messagetoherthat'swhatmostkids

understand."

Me:"Iyoh.Iamreallycluelesswhenit

comestokids."

Mam'Luvo:"Noyounot.Youarea

natural.YouknowwhenIfirstcame

here,IthoughtyouwereChulu's

mother,youlovehersoeffortlessly



anditshowsinthewayyoulookat

herandhowmuchyoucareforher."I

smiled.

Me:"WhatcanIsay,thatchildhas

givenmesleeplessnightssinceshe

wasjustamonthold."Shelaughed.

Icarriedonwiththebreakfast

makingwhileshewastellingmeall

aboutmotherhood,Manxelealso

joineduswithChuluandtheyboth

gavemeadvicesonwhattodoand

whatnottodo,Iwasreallyenjoying

thetalkbecauseIwaslearningso

muchfromwhattheyweretellingme.



•

TheQueenonlycamebackhomean

hourafterwehadbreakfast,she

didn'tlooksogood.Ifshehadaheart

Iwouldsayshewascryingher

eyeballsout,butsinceshe'sthecold

personthatsheisIwilljustsay

maybeshehasaproblemwithher

eyes,becausetheywereredandpuffy.

Ase:"Awwwdabsthedabs!Howare

youfeelinginthisbeautifulmorning."

Mrs'D:"NotnowAsenathi,Iamnotin

themood."Hervoicewaslow.



Ase:"Ohwhy?Whathappenedtomy

favouriteaunt?"

Mrs'D:"Isaidnotnowdammit!!"

Mr'D:"Youwillnotcomebackfrom

whereveryoucamefromandscream

atachild.What'swrongwithyou?"

Mrs'D:"Buch-"

Mr'D:"Uvelaphi?(Wheredoyoucome

from?)"



Mrs'D:"Didn'ttheytellyou?"

Mr'D:"I'maskingyou.Wheredoyou

comefrom?"

Mrs'D:"Iwasatthehospital."

Mr'D:"Why?Wazibaniapho?(whodo

youknowthere?)"

Mrs'D:"Sandiwa-"



Mr'D:"Tshinmadoda!Youknow

Sandi?"

Mrs'D:"Letmeexplaintatabo."

Mr'D:"ExplainIamlistening."

Mrs'D:"Sandiwasabouttogivebirth,I

panickedthinkingthatitwasgoingto

beaprematurebabysoIhadtorush

hertothehospital."

Mr'D:"Thenwhydidn'tyoucomeback

afterdroppingheroff?"



Mrs'D:"Iwaswaitingforhertogive

birthsothatIcanseemygrandson."

Sivuyile:"Yourgrandson?Hehe

umama!"

Mr'D:"Sodidyouseeyourgrandson."

Hemadeinvertedcomason

grandson.

Mrs'D:"Yes."

Mr'D:"Andwhatdoyouthinkofhim?"



Mrs'D:"He...uhm....she...I..."

Mr'D:"Talk!"

Mrs'D:"It'sactuallyasheandshe's

notours."Lowtone

Mr'D:"Whatwasthat?"

Mrs'D:"She'snotourTata."

Mr'D:"Soyouletmesleepaloneto



seesomerandomstrangergivebirth

toanotherrandomstranger?Does

thatmakesensetoyou?"

Mrs'D:"I'msorryTata."

Mr'D:"WhatdidItellyouabout

involvingyourselfinthekids'

matters?"Shekeptquiet."Theta!"

Youwouldswearhewastalkingto

oneofhiskids.

Mrs'D:"YousaidIshouldn'tinvolve

myself.Ishouldwaitforthemto

cometome."



Mr'D:"UzeumemeuSandi,didtheyask

youtodothat?"Sheshookherhead.

"Ididn'tknowImarriedamute."

Mrs'D:"No."

Mr'D:"YouknowIshouldn'tbedoing

thisinfrontofthekids,butIwill.So

tellmemydarlingwife,howdidyou

findoutthatthebabywasnotours?

Bytheway,weallknewthatthekid

wasn'taDlamini.Idon'tknowwhat

blindedyou."



Mrs'D:"Iwasexcited."

Mr'D:"Aboutagrandchild?Youhave

twoalreadysowhat'ssospecial

aboutthisone?"Shekeptquiet."Heh!

So...Youweretellingmeabouthow

youfoundout."

Mrs'D:"UhmIfoundoutwhenIasked

thedoctorifeverythingwasokay

withthebabysincehe'sapremature,

shesaidthebabywascarriedtofull

termitwasnotapremature."Icould

hearthedisappointmentinhervoice.



Mr'D:"Whatwereyouhopingto

achievebybringingthatgirlintothis

houseandmovingherintoMakoti's

room?"Shekeptquiet.

Sivuyile:"Iwouldalsoliketoknow."

Mr'D:"DidyouthinkLunathiwas

goingtopackupandleave?Didyou

actuallystopforasecondand

thoughtaboutwhatthiswasgoingto

dotomykingdom?Oryouwere

blindedbyyourhateforLunathi?"

Mrs'D:"Idon'thateLunathi!"



Lulama:"Thenwhyisitthatyouwent

outofyourwaytoprovokeher?"

Mrs'D:"I'mreallysorryTata.Ijust

wantedhertoacceptthechildand

themarriage."

Mr'D:"Thesamechildwho'sagirl

andnotours?"

Mrs'D:"Ididn'tknowthatbackthen."

Mr'D:"MaybeIshouldgetanother



womanpregnantandtakeherasmy

secondwife,I'msureyouwillforgive

veeyquicklyandmove

on,consideringhowyouareacting

towardsLunathi."Sheshookher

head."Uyala?Ijustassumedthat

sinceyouwantedLunathitoforgive

andforgetmaybeyouwouldalsodo

thesameifthethetableswere

turned."

Mrs'D:"I'mtrulysorryTata."

Mr'D:"Imnottheonewhoyoushould

beapologisingto."Shelookedatme.



Mrs'D:"Imsorry."Thatwasn'tsincere

atall.

Mr'D:"Toolatedear,yoursonhas

alreadykickedusoutofhishouse.

Goandpackyourbagsweare

leavingsoon."

Sivuyile:"Isaidmom,notyoudad."

Mr'D:"Iknowson.Ican'tlethergo

alone,asmuchasshewaswrong

sheisstillmywife,Ihavetobewith



heratalltimes."Howcuteisthat?

Mrs'D:"Sivuyileyouarekickingmeour

becauseofonelittlemistake?"

Sivuyile:"Itmighthavebeenlittleto

you,nottome.Thiswhilesituation

justprovedwhereyourloyaltieslie.

Andifyouareagainstmywife,that

meansyouareagainstmetoo."

Mrs'D:"Iamnotagainstanyone.Iwas

wrong,Iamsorry.Itwillneverhappen

again.Imadeamistakeoftrustinga

stranger,I'mreallysorry."



Sivuyule:"YoubarelyknewSandi,but

theminuteshecriedpregnancyyou

werequicktojumptoherside.Which

makesmewonderwhatyouwould

doifsomeoneelsecamehereand

saidIshotthem."

Mrs'D:"Thosearetwodifferent

things."

Sivuyile:"Aretheymah?Arethey?I

toldyouthatSandi'sbabywasnot

mine,butyouinsistedthatIshould

takeresponsibilityforittoavoid



drama,Ididthat.Herwaterbrokein

frontofyou,whichclearlyshowsthat

herpregnancywasfullterm,youstill

didn'tbelievethatinsteadyou

insultedmywife.Inwhichworldis

thagacceptable?"

Mrs'D:"I'msorrymyson."Sivuyile

justshookhisheadandlookedaway.

Mr'D:"Idon'tunderstandthepeopleof

thisfamily.Onedecidestoquither

jobfornoreason,theotherhasleft

herhusband.Ontheotherhandwe

haveacheaterwhowantsmultiple



kidsandfinallythemotherwhohates

herdaughterinlaw.Thisisone

messedupfamily,andifyoudon'tfix

yourselvesyouwillgetintoawhole

lotoftrouble."Wait!Lulamalefther

husband?"Khawuthindihambemna

mnatanakaZizi."Hestoodupandleft

usinawkwardsilence.

Ase:"UhmNathi,Ithinkweshouldgo

andstartwithourschoolwork."She

wasgoingtohelpmecatchupwith

alltheschoolworkI'vemissedinthe

past2weeks.Ihadtobeprepared

becausetomorrowIwasofficially

goingbacktoschool.



○

°•SIVUYILE•°

Me:"What'shappeningtoyou

mama?"Iwasreallyconcernedabout

herbehaviour.

Mom:"Whatdoyoumean?"

Lumka:"Youarechanging.What

happenedtooursweetloving

Bhelekazi?"

Lulama:"Theattitudeyouaregiving



Lunathiisdifferentfromhowyou

werewhenyoufirstmether.Youare

treatinghertheexactsamewayyou

treatedThandiwe,andthat'snotfair

becausesheisnothinglike

Thandiwe."

Mrs'D:"Ididn'trealiseIwasbeing

awfultoher."

Lumka:"Wellnowyouknow.You

needtochangeyourattitudemah,the

poorgirljustlosthermom,she

doesn'tneedamonsterinlaw.If

anythingsheneedsamother



figure,sothatshedoesn'tfeelthe

emptyspacehermomleftinher

heart."Sheslowlynodded.

Mrs'D:"Ihearyou.Iwillapologiseto

Lunathi,Iwillmakeituptoher,I

promise.Iwillchangemyattitude."

Me:"That'sallIamaskingfor."

Mrs'D:"Areyoustillkickingmeout?"I

chuckled.

Me:"No,youcanstay....providedthat



youmakethingsrightwithmywife."

Mom:"IpromiseyouIwill."

Lumka:"SohowdoesThandiwe'skid

looklike?"

Mom:"Don'taskmeaboutthatwitch."

Lulama:"awwwyouarecallingyour

newfriendawitchnow?"Welaughed.

Mom:"Iwaswrongfortrustingthat

girl.Shereallyplayedme."



Lulama:"Servesyouright.You'veonly

knowherforafewdaysandalready

yougaveheryourfulltrust."

Mom:"Nxah!Ican'tbelieveher.You

knowIwalkedintothatnursery

lookingforwardtoseeatinydark

warrior.Onlytobemetbyadoctor

tellingmewhatshetoldme.When

shetoldmeaboutthebabybeing

bornontime,Ithoughayynothat

meansSivuyilelongstarted

slwwpungwiththisgirl.Sheledmeto

thenursery!Yoh!Sheshowedthe



pinkestbabyever!Shewaschubby

andpink,herhairdearLord!"

Lumka:"Whataboutit?"

Mom:"Itjusthaveitawaythagthe

fatherisnotblack.I'veneverbeenso

disappointedandhurt,Iliterallycried.

Thedoctorthoughtitwastearsof

joy,kantinoIwashurtbecausethat

witchplayedme."

Lulama:"nawemamauyazithanda

izintoyeer.(Youaresofowardmom)"

Welaughed.



Mom:"Fromnowon,Iamdonewith

involvingmyselfinyourbusiness."

Lumka:"Wewillseeaboutthat.You

arealwaysthefirstpersontojump

intoourbusiness."

Mom:"plusIstillhavetheLulamaand

Lerekosituationtojumpinto."

Lulama:"Hayhaymama.There'sno

needforthat.I'magrownwoman,I

canhandlemybusiness."



Mom:"Howwhenyouarehere

insteadofatyourhousewithyour

family."

Lulama:"I'mtakingabreakmama."

Mom:"Abreakinamarriage?Heh!

Sokhesibone?(Weshallsee.)Don't

comebackcryingherewhenhefinds

himselfanewwoman."

Lulama:"Overmydeadbody!Lereko

ismine,andminealone!He'snot



goingtofindanybodynew."

Lumka:"Psychoalert."

Lulama:"andIwillgoonfullpsycho

modeifhedarestolookatanother

woman,letalonetouchhere.

Kunganyiwa!"

Mom:"Gobacktoyourman!"

Lulama:"VeleIamleavingtomorrow.

No,infactletmeleavetoday."I

laughed.thethoughtofLerekowith



anotherwomanistheonethatmade

hercutherbreakshort."I'mgoingto

pack."Shestoodupandleft.

Myphoneranginmypocket.

Me:"Luzuko."

Luzuko:"Heyman.Ihavetheguys

overhereforaminicelebration,you

shouldcomethrough."

Me:"Whatarewecelebrating?"



Luzuko:"Carlos'girlfriendgavebirth

toahealthybabygirllastnight."

Me:"Ohwow,congratulationstohim.

I'llbethereinanhour."

Luzuko:"Alrightseeyouthen.Ohh

andbringyourfriends,notyourwife

though."Ilaughedatthat.Wehung

up.

Itextedmyboysonwhatappabout

theinvitation.

Lumka:"Andthen?"



Me:"aninvitationtoacelebration."

Lumka:"Whatkindofcelebration?"

Me;"Khayekeukuthandaindaba(stop

likenews)youarenotmywife."

Lumka:"Mxm!"

Ididn'tknowCarlosonthatpersonal

level,butIwasdefinitelygoingtothat

celebration.Ihaven'tbeenoutina

veryverylongtime,Ineedthis.

•



•

•
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°•SIVUYILE•°

Luzuko'shouseisverybeautiful,ifI



wasawomanIwouldbewalking

aroundtakingatourandtakingnote

ofeverydetailofthatIlike.ButIam

notheretoadmiretheplace,I'mhere

tocelebratesomeonebecominga

fatherandtoalsohavefunwiththe

guys.Lunathididn'tevenpay

attentiontomewhenItoldherIwas

leavingforLuzuko'shouse,shewas

toofocusedonherschoolwork.

Theguyswerealreadyinthemiddle

ofthecelebrationwhenwearrived,I

greetedeveryonethenItookabeer

fromthecoolerboxbeforesitting

down.



Me:"Carlos,congratulationsonthe

firstborn."Hesmiled.

Carlos:"DankieMahsekind."Carlos

hasadeepcolouredaccent.

Lungani;"Sowhereisthebaby

mama?"That'sdumbquestion

Me:"She'sobviouslystillatthe

hospital."

Lungani:"Ohyeah.Isshealso

coloured?"



Carlos:"nomybruh.Idon'tdate

colouredgirls,Istillvaluemylife."We

laughed."She'sblackandshe'snot

reallymygirlfriend,she'sjust

someoneIgetwithfromtimetotime

whenIneedtorelease.Unfortunately

Iforgottouseacondomonceand

nowhereweare."Welaughedagain

Luzuko:"Youhavedaughter

now,there'snothingunfortunate

aboutthat."

Carlos:"Itisifhermotheristhat



looney."

Themba:"Looney?"

Carlos:"She'sfuckingcrazy."

Me:"Whydoyoukeepongoingback

toher?"Hechuckled.

Carlos:"Sheknowsherbusiness

underthesheets."Weallcheered

whilelaughing."Mybras,she'sthe

bestI'veeverhadthat'swhyIkeepon

goingbacktoher.Butshe'sapsycho



that'sallIamgoingtosay."

Ayanda:"Andhereyouarehavinga

babywiththesamepsycho."

Carlos:"Ican'tbelieveIamnow

boundtoherforlife.Whowantsusto

exchangelives?ButIwilltakemy

daughterwithmeofcourse."We

laughed.

●

Igothomeverylatelastnight,

Lunathiwasalreadyasleep.Today

wasaMondayandIhaddecidedto

gototheoffice,Ineedtocheckon



thefamilybusinessjusttoseeif

everythinghasbeengoing

well,especiallywiththeDurban

projectsinceI'mtheonewholanded

it.Eventhoughmydadhasbeen

checkingontheofficesincehe's

here,butIstillneedtogoandcheck

onitmyselfjusttoalsoseeofthe

interimCEOisdoingagoodjob.

"Morning."Herangelicvoicewarmed

myheart.

Me:"Morningbaby.Didyousleep

well?"



Lunathi:"Kindof.I'mabitstressed."

Me:"What'sstressingyou?"

Lunathi:"School.Wearestartingwith

examssoonandIambehind."

Me:"Iamsureyourlectureswillhelp

youwitheverything,plusyouhave

yourfriendsandmetohelpyou

study."

Lunathi:"Whatdoyouknowaboutlaw



wena?"Ichuckled.

Me:"Alot,don'tunderestimateme."

Shesighed.

Lunathi:"Iamreallyworriedabout

theseupcomingexams.Idon'tthinkI

willcope.AtthesametimeIwantto

makemyparentsproud."

Me:"hey."Ibroughtherclosertome.

"Youdon'thaveanythingtoworry

about.Youaregoingtomakeyour

parentsproud,youaregoingtopass

thoseexamsnomatterwhat.You



knowwhy?"

Lunathi:"Why?"

Me:"BecauseyouaresmartandI

believeinyou.Andalsobecauseyou

aremywife,Ididn'tmarryadumb

wife."Shegiggled,mission

accomplished.

Lunathi:"Sivuyile!Don'tletmeremind

youthatyouwereoncemarriedtoa

Barbiedoll."Ilaughedoutloud.



Me:"Wearetalkingaboutthepresent

rightnowmylove."Shegiggledagain.

Hergiggleaaresomelodicinmyears.

Makingherhappyismypriority.

"Baby."

Lunathi:"mmmh?"

Me:"Whydon'tyoucallmewithpet

namesanymore?"That'ssomething

I'venoticed.

Lunathi:"Ido."



Me:"Noyoudon't."

Lunathi;"OhhuhIthoughtIdid."

Me:"Youdon'tandIwouldliketo

knowwhy?"

Lunathi:"Idon'treallypayattentionto

whatIcallyouSi-*ahem*babe,soI

don'tthinkIhaveavalidreasonfor

that."Yeahright

Me:"Mmmh."FrommyperspectiveI

feellikesheisnotcompletelyover



theaffair,IguessIneedtogiveher

moretimeandletthingshappen

naturally."Youaregoingtobelatefor

yourclassifyoudon'tgetreadynow."

Lunathi:"OhGodthere'sstillthat!"

Me:"andIalsohavetogotowork."

Lunathi:"ohwow,really?"

Me:"Yeah,Iwanttocheckonthings

there."



Lunathi;"Thenletmegoandtakea

showerbeforeyou."

Me:"Orwecantakeoneboth,save

waterbabe."Inibbledonherear.

Lunathi:"mmh."Ireallywantedtofeel

hernakedness.She'sbeensleeping

inonesieseversinceshecame

back,shedoesn'tevenwantmetoget

thesmallestloophole.

Imovedmylipsfromhereartoher

mouth,Iwashungrilykissingher,I

washornyandIwantedher.Blue

ballsaren'tajoke!



Lunathi:"mmhmmh."Shebrokethe

kissasIwasunzippingheronesie.

Frustration,that'swhatIfelt.

Me:"Lunathiwhatisitnow?"She

lookedatmewithherbigeyes."We

didthetestalreadyandweareboth

negative.Whatmoredoyouwant?"I

wasirritated.

Lunathi:"Windowperiod,westillhave

togobackin3monthstotestagain."

Ohhellno!



Me:"soIshouldwaitfor3months

beforeIcanhavesexwithmywife?!

Areyoufuckingkiddingme?!"

Lunathi;"Don'tyell."

Me;"Whyshouldn'tI?Iamsexually

frustratedbecauseyouaredenying

memypussy!"Shekeptquiet"Baby

thisisnotfair,youpromisedtogive

mesomeaftertesting."Myvoicewas

softernow.

Lunathi:"ThatwasbeforeIknew

aboutthewindowperiod."



Me:"IamnotHIVpositivemntu

wabantu!"

Lunathi;"Youcanneverbetosure."

Hercalmvoicewasirritatingmeeven

more.

Me;"HaysukaLunathi!Youpromised

memarn!Thisisnotfair,ifthiswas

megoingbackonmywordyou

wouldbeangryatmeandgivingme

silenttreatment."



Lunathi:"Notunderthese

circumstances.Iwouldunderstand

andrespectyourdecision."

Me:"WellIamnotyou!!"

Lunathi:"Stopyelling."Ican'tbelieve

shefindsthisamusing.

Me:"Nxah!"Iangrilygotoffthebed

andwenttothebathroom.Icame

backoutagaininafew

seconds,there'snowayIamgoingto

takeacoldshoweragain,notwhileI

haveawife."Babypleaseke,I'llusea



condomkelove."Sheshookherhead.

"Canyouatleastgivemehead."She

shookherheadagain."Pleasemy

love,Zizimisseshishome."Iam

reallybeggingmywifeforsex,how

funnyisthis?Thisiswhattheymean

whentheysaythepowerofpussy.

Insteadoflisteningtomyplea,my

wifejustgotoffthebedandstarted

makingitwhilehummingatune.I

knewwhatthismeant,itmeantshe

wasn'tgoingtolistentomeanymore,

Ihadnochoicebuttotakethewalk

ofshametothebathroom.Iguess

myhandandmyimaginationwilldo

thetricktoday.



○

°•BOITUMELO•°

Sivuyiledecidedtoleavemebehind

becausehewasmadatmefor

denyinghimsex,Iwasfeelingbada

bitbuthebroughtthisontohimself.I

haveforgiventhecheating,but

somehowIfeellikeIamnotreadyto

sleepwithhimasyet.

Iwentdownstairswithmybagready

toleaveforcampus.MrsDlaminiwas

standingbythekitchenentrancewith

whatlookedlikeasmileonherface.

Mrs'D:"Morningbaby."Iambabynow?



Me:"Morningmah."

Mrs'D:"Comejoinmeforbreakfast,I

madeyourfavourite."Didshenow?

Me:"uhunfortunatelyIcan'tMah,I

uhmI"Ididn'tknowwhatlietocome

upwith

"Wearelateforourfirstclass."That

wasAsesavingmybut.

Me:"Yes!Wearelate."



Mrs'D:"Oh?Thenmaybewecango

outforlunchjustthetwoofus."

Ase:"tellusthetimeandplaceand

wewillbethere."

Mrs'D:"Isaidjustthetwoofus."

Ase:"Iheardthat,butIaminviting

myself.Ican'tmissafreelunchat

yourfavouritefancyrestaurant."This

childLord.



Mrs'D:"wewillgonexttime,fornowI

wanttospendtimewithLunathi."

Ase:"Weeehshewon'tagree,notafter

howyou'vebeentreatingher."True

butshedidn'thavetobethathonest.

"BUTifyouallowmetotagalong,I'll

beabletoconvincehertoagree."Mrs

Dlaminisighed.

Mrs'D:"FineAsenathiyoucancome.

OnlybecauseIwanttofixthingswith

Lunathi."

Ase:"Great!Wehavetogonow.Bye



Dabs."Shekissedhercheekandwe

leftthehouse.

Me:"Ithoughtourfirstclasshasbeen

cancelled?"

Ase:"Ithasbeen,Iwasjustsaving

yourass,youoweme.Breakfaston

youatJoe's."

Me:"Youareexploitingme."

Ase:"Isavedyoufromanawkward

breakfastwithyourmotherinlaw.I



deservethis."

Me:"Mxmfine."Wetoldthedriverto

passbyJoe'sforourbreakfastwith

myGolddigger.

○

°•SIVUYILE•°

WhenIarrivedattheoffice,everyone

washappytoseeme,theywereall

justgladtoseemerecoveringfrom

theaccident.

Vincent:"Don'tyouwantmetopinp

thatstickupforyou?Causeright



nowyoulooklikeanoldmanfrom

theruralarea."Iwasusingacane

insteadofcrutchestoday.We

laughedathiscomment.

Me:"SoonIwon'tbeneedingthis,soit

doesn'ttobepimpedup."

Vincent:"Ifyousaysobossman."

Stellawalkedintomyofficewiththe

filesIhadrequested,shealsohasa

bunchofflowersinherotherhand.

Me:"Mmmhisthatforme?"



Stella:"Iwish.TheseareforSandi,we

aremakingheracongratulations

packageforher.Shegavebirth2

daysago."

Me:"aawwhataboutme?ImeanI

washospitalizedforseriousstuff

andforalongtimebutdolologift

frommystuff."

Stella:"Givingbirthisalso

serious,besidesthisisnota

competition."Mxm"Ineedyouto

signthecard.'



Me:"Whatcard?"

Stella:"Sandi'scard."

Me:"Why?"

Stella;"Youarethebosssothiswill

makeitextraspecial....andyouare

thef-"Vincentclearedhisthroat.

"Justwriteasweetmessageand

sign."

Me:"asweetmessageforSandi?



Niyandiqhelayazi.I'mnotdoingthat."

Stella:"Comeo-"

Vincent:"Hesaidhe'snotdoingthat

soleavehimalone."Imagineme

writingsomethingsweetforSandi?

Never!Wait!IthinkIknowwhatto

write.

Me:"Onsecondthoughts!"Shewas

alreadyonherwayout."Iknow

exactlywhattowrite."Shehanded

methecardandapen.Iquickly

wrotemymessage."Done!"Igave



herthecard.

Stella:"Whatdidyouwritehere?"

Me:"Somethingsweet.Don'treadit!

It'smeantforhereyesonly."She

lookedatmeforawhile."Ialsowant

myflowersandcards,Iwas

hospitalizedguys."Theylaughed"I'm

serious."

Stella:"Youwillgetitboss,don't

worry."



Me:"Ihopesooryouareallfired."

Stellalaughedassheleftmyoffice.

Vincent:"ManIamgladtohaveyou

back,Idon'ttrustthisnewCEO."

Me:"Why?Whathappened?"

Vincent:"Imnotsureasyet,butIhave

abadfeelingabouthim."

Me:"Youarejustbeingparanoid."

Vincent:"Idon'tthinkso.Speakto



accounts,andcheckthebooksmaybe

there'ssomethingyoumightfind

there."

Me:"Areyousure?"

Vincent:"Iamnot.ButIheardSibuthe

accountantsayingsomethingabout

miscalculations,andthathasnever

happenedbefore.Isuspectsomeone

isstealingfromthecompanyand

theyaretryingtocoveritup."

Me:"Nomanyoucan'tbeserious."



Vincent;"Checkeverything

broh,somethingisgoingonhere."

Me:"ThismeansIhavetocomeback

toworksoonerthanIhad

anticipated."

Vincent:"Please!"

Whatthehellisgoingoninmy

father'scompany.IhopeVincentis

wrongbecauseIworkedtoohardfor

thiscompanyforsomerandom

persontocomeandstealit.



Me:"TellSibutobringmethe

financialstatementofthepasttwo

monthsrightnow!"Hestoodup

immediatelyandleft.

•

Anhourofgoingthroughthe

financialstatements,Irealisedthat

indeedtherewasaprobleminthe

books.Thingswerenotaddingup,it

wasprettyclearthatsomeonewas

cookingthebooks.Iquicklydialed

mydad

Me:"Dadwhereareyou?"



Dad:"I'mattheofficeinthe

boardroom."

Me:"WaitthereIamcoming."Itook

thepapersandrushedtothe

boardroom,greetingeveryoneImet

alongtheway.Ididn'thavetimeto

stopandchataboutmyhealthwith

them,Iwantedtodiscussthiswith

mydadASAP.

Dad:"What'sgoingon?"HeaskedasI

walkedin.Ihandedhimthepapers.

"WhatamIlookingat?"Hesaidafter



afewminutes.

Me:"Theamounts.Theydon'tadd

up."

Dad:"Idon'tunderstand."

Me:"Dadthisisbasicaccounting.

LookattheJanuarymonthandlook

atlastmonth.Thefundsallocatedto

eachdepartmenthaveincreased

drasticallyandthat'snotright.Look

carefullydad,I'vemarkedeverything."

Helookedthroughthepapersagain.I

satdownwaitingforhimtosay



something.Hesighedandputthe

papersdown.

Dad:"Iseewhatyouaretalkingabout.

I'llsortthisout."Hewassochilled

aboutthiswhyIwasfuming.

Me:"Whyareyousocalmaboutthis?

YoushouldbeangrylikeIam.Where

isthisinterimCEO?Iwanttotalkto

himnow!"

Dad:"Sonthere'snoneedforthat,I'll

talktohimmyself."



Me:"No!Iwanttodoitmyself,you

aretoochilledaboutthissituationI

don'tthinkyouwillhandleitthewayI

wantithandled."

Dad:"Sivuyile!IsaidIwillhandleit.

Justgohomeandrest."

Me:"No!"Iwasnotgoinganywhere.

Mydadisactingverysuspiciousright

now,andIwanttogettotothe

bottomofeverythingthisinstant.I

hopehisnottheonemisusingthe

companyfunds,butwhywouldhedo



that?Thisdoesn'tmakesense.

Dad:"Listen,Ihaveameetingwith

himtoday.Iwilladdressthiswith

him."

Me:"WellIwillwaitforhimrighthere.

Iwanttobepresentinthatmeeting."

Dad:"Whyareyousostubborn?!"

Woah!Whyisheangryallofsudden.

"I'msorry."Hemusthaveseenmy

shockedlook."Iwillsortthisout,yo-"



"SorryIamlateIhadtopass

somewhere."Iturnedtolookatthe

ownofthevoice.

Me:"WTF?!"Shockcouldnoteven

describewhatIwasfeelingafterI

sawtheface."Dad!Whatthehellis

this?!"Thelookofshameonhisface

gavehimaway.Whywouldmydad

dothis!

•

•

•

•



•
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°•SIVUYILE•°

Me:"Tatawhatthehellisgoingon

here?!"Iwaslookingataphotocopy

ofmydad,ayoungerversionofhim.



Him:"IthinkIshouldgiveyouguys

somespace."Hedidn'tsound

botheredatall.

Dad:"sonIcanexplain."

Me:"explainwhat?Andwenastay

rightthere!"

Him:"Wena?Yoh.Letmetakeaseat

andwatchthisunfold."Hewasso

arrogant.



Dad:"SonIwantedtotellyouabout

this,Ijustcouldn'tfindtherighttime

todoit."

Me:"Therighttimetotellmewhat?"

Dad:"Promisenottotellyourmother

aboutthisfirst."

Him:"JustwhenIthoughtIwasno

longergoingtobeasecrete."

Me:"Shutupmarn!"



Him:"Don'tyoudaretalktomelike

that,Iamolderthanyou."

Me:"Excuseme?Whodoyouthink

youare?"Istoodupandwentto

standinfrontofhim,hewasabit

tallerthanme.Hechuckledand

lookedatmyfather.

Him:"Dadtellyoursontocalmdown,

Idon'twanttomessuphisprettyboy

image."Imovedawayfromhimand

lookedatdad

Me:"Dad?!Sohisyourson?"Iwas



shockedtothecore.Ineverthought

ofmyfatheryobesomeonewho

wouldhidesomethingsobigfrom

us,fromme.

Him:"OopsIguessthecatisoutof

thebag."Hewasnotbeingsincere

Dad:"Iamsorryson."

Him:"Whichsonareyoutalking

referringto?Causeyouoweusboth

anapology."



Me:"Whydidyouhidehimawayfrom

us?"

Him:"That'saverygoodquestion."

Canhejustshutup!

Dad:"Ihadtoo.Ihadjustfoundout

aboutmychosenone,Iwentoutthat

nightanddrankthenightaway.

That'swhenImetSiphosam'smother,

wespentthenighttogetherwhich

resultedinyourbrotherbeing

conceived."

Sipho:"basicallyIamaonenight



standchild."Heshruggedhis

shoulders.

Me:"Istilldon'tunderstandwhyyou

hidhim?"

Dad:"Ididn'tknowabouthimbythe

timeIfoundoutabouthim,Iwas

alreadymarriedtoyourmother.I

couldn'tbreakherheartbymarrying

anotherwomansosoonafter

marryingher."

Me:"Soyourstupidtraditionmadeus

loseoutonhavingabigbrother?You



didn'thavearelationshipwithyour

sonbecauseofthestupidtradition!

Doesmomknowabouthimnow?"He

shookhisheadno.Ofcourseshe

doesn'tknowaboutthis."Youhaveto

tellher."

Dad:"No!"

Me:"Whatdoyoumeanno?Youcan't

hidethisforever.He'sagrownass

man,youcan'thidehim."

Dad:"IwilltellyourmotherIam

ready."



Me:"Youhadsomanyyearstobe

readydad!It'stimetocomeclean."

Dad:"DammitSivuyile!IsaidIwilltell

herwhenthetimeisright!Unlikeyou,

Icareaboutmywife'sheart."

Me:"Ifyoudidyouwouldhavelong

toldherabouthim!"

Dad:"I'lltellher."

Me:"Fine!Nowcanwediscussthe



moneyissue!"Siphoclearedhis

throat."TalkIamlisteningBIG

BROTHER."

Sipho;"Idon'tneedtoexplainmyself

toyou."

Me:"Ohyesyoudoifyouarestealing

fromthecompany."

Sipho;"Stealing?Iamnotstealing.

EvenifIwas,itwouldn'tbeaproblem

consideringthatitisafamily

businessandIdeservetogetapiece

ofthepie."



Me:"Isthatyouconfessingto

stealingfromus?"

Sipho:"ChillI'mnotstealing.The

businessisjusthelpingmewith

somethingontheside,ifanythingI

ambringmoreincometothis

income,youwillbeabletogiveyour

employeesaraise."

Dad:"Helpingyouwithwhat?"

Sipho:"Nothingtoworryyouroldself



about.ItssimilartowhatSivuyile

doesonthesideusinghissurgery."

OhShit!Heknowsaboutmydealings

withLuzuko.

Dad:"What'sthat?"Hereallywanted

toknow

Sipho:"Maybelittlebrotherwouldlike

toexplainittoyou."Ihatethewayhe

saidlittle.

Me:"Ohhuhmnoman,it'snothing

majordad.ItrustSipho,Idoubthe

wouldstealfromthiscompany."



Dad:"Areyousure?Becauseyouwere

fumingwhenyoushowedmethese

papers."

Me:"What?Mefuming?Never!"

Dad:"Whatareyouhidingfromme

thebothofyou?"

Us:"Nothing!"Welookedateach

other.

Dad:"mmmhIhopeso."



Sipho:"SowhenamImeetingthe

sisters?MaybeIwilllikethemmore

thanIdothisfool?"

Me:"Areyoucallingmeafool?"Iwas

calmnow.

Sipho;"Dad?"Dadlaughedalittle.

Dad:"YouwillmeetthemassoonasI

explaineverythingtomywife."

Sipho:"Doyouthinkshe'sgoingto



likeme?"

Me:"Who?Mymom?"Henodded.I

justlaughed.

Sipho:"Itakeitthat'sano."

Dad:"Ofcoursenot.Sivuyileisjust

playingwithyou.Mywifeisthenicest

personyouwillevermeet."

Me:"Maybeayearago,shehas

changed.She'sacompletelydifferent

personnow.Idon'tevenknowhow



youaregoingtotellherthis.Whereis

yourmom?"

Sipho:"ShepassedonsoonafterI

metdad."

Me:"Woah!I'msorry.Wasshesick?"

Sipho:"Shewas,Ijustthankthelucky

starsthatdadfoundmethetimehe

did,becausemomwasalreadyonher

deathbedbythen."

Me:"I'msorryman.I'msorrythatyou



hadtogrowupwithoutafamily."

Sipho:"Ohno,Ididgrowupwitha

family.Iwasadoptedaftermymom's

funeral,butdadusedtocome

regularlytovisit.Ineverreallyfeltthe

spaceofnothavingafamily."

Me:"nonethelessIamsorry.Sodad

whenarewetellingmom?"

Dad:"Hayndiyekewena."Hepacked

uphisthingsandlefttheboardroom.



Sipho:"IguessI'mstillgoingtobea

secrete."Ilaughed.

Me:"Letsgograbsomedrinks."

Sipho:"Ithoughtyouwouldnever

ask."Hesaidwhilestandingup.

Me:"Westillhaveworktodothough."

Sipho:"Haylater.I'mtired."

Me:"Butyoujustgothere."



Sipho:"YesandI'malreadytired.

Comelet'sgo,Iwantyoutellmehow

yougotmixedupwithLuzuko's

gang."

Me:"DoIhaveto?"

Sipho:"Tellbigbrothereverything."IfI

wasLunathiIwouldberollingmy

eyesrightnow.

○

°•BOITUMELO•°



Itwastimeforme.tohavelunchwith

mymotherinlaw,honestlyIwanted

tocancelandstayinschool,but

Asenathiconvincedmeotherwiseso

Ihadtodothisforher.

WearrivedatthelocationthatMrs

Dlaminisentus,itwasindeedafancy

placelikeAsenathihassaid.

Ase:"Tothinkyouwantedtocancel

onthis."

Me:"stopsayingthat,youwillevensay

itinfrontofyourauntandshewon't

bepleasedwiththat."



Ase:"Haisukashewon'tsayanything

causesheknowsthatshe'stheone

inthewronghere."WespotMrs

Dlaminiinafarendtablewavinga

handforustoseeher

Me:"behavekesinceyouaretheone

whowantedustocomehere."

Ase:"Don'tIalways?"

Me:"mxm."



Mrs'D;"Girls!Iamsogladthatyou

couldmakeit."Shebeamedwith

excitement."Comeonsitdown."We

satdownoppositeeachother."How

wasschool?"Isshereallygoingto

startwiththat?

Me:"Uhmitwasgood.Thelectures

arereallyeagertohelpmecatchup

withthework."

Mrs'D:"That'snicetheymust

understandyoursituation."

Me:"Yeah."IfakedasmileThewaiter



cameandgaveusourmenusthehe

tookourdrinkorders.

Mrs'D;"Sowhenareyoustartingwith

yourexams?"Ihaveafeelingthat

thislunchisgoingtobeboring.

Me:"In2weeks.time."

Mrs'D:"Ihopeyouwillbereadyby

then."

Me:"Ihopesotoo."Thewaitercame

backwithourdrinksandtookour



mealorders.Wesatthereinsome

awkwardsilence.

Mrs'D:"Lunathimntanam,Iwantto

sincerelyapologisetoyou.Ishouldn't

havetreatedyouthewayIdid.Iwas

justtryingtoshowmysonsupport."

Me:"bybeingmeantome?"

Mrs'D:"Forgivememychild."Inodded.

Me:"ItsfineIforgiveyouMah."I

haven'tcompletelyforgivenher,butI



justwantedtogetheroffmyback.

Asenathiwastooquietformyliking.

Asthefoodarrived,MrsDlamini

recievedacallfromafriendneeding

herurgenthelp,sheapologised

beforesheleftus.Ofcoursesheleft

somemoneyforustopaythebill,I

can'tsaythatIammadthatsheleft

thoughthiswassurelygoingtobean

awkwarddinner.

Me:"andthenwena?"

Ase:"yousaidImustbehavemosand

that'sexactlywhatIdid."Wow!



Me:"mxm.Ididn'tsaygoall.mute."

Ase:"That'showIbehave,causeonce

IstarttalkingIcan'tstopandIalways

saybadthings."Tellmeaboutit.

Beep!Thatwasmyphoneindicating

atext."Ihaveasurprisefordinner

tonight,pleasewaitformebythe

patioathalfpast6."Itwasfrom

Sivuyile.

"WhyshouldIwaitforyou?"Ireplied.



"BecauseImightneedbackup."

WTF?!Iwasabouttocallhimbutthe

lookIgotfromAsenathistoppedme.

Ase:"IfIlikeIcantakeoutmyphone

andFaceTimemyboyfriend

throughoutthiswholelunch,unye

nyi!"Yoh.

Me:"I'veputthephonedownnjeAse."

Ase:"Iwasjustsaying."

Wecarriedonwithourlunchovera

lightconversation.Iamsogladthat



MrsDlaminileftbecauseIwasn't

goingtoenjoymyselfifshewashere.

○

Atexactlyhalfpast6Iwassittingat

thepatiowaitingformyhusbandto

arrivewithhissurprise,Ihope

whateverheisbringingisedibleand

nice.

Fewminuteslaterthecarparkedin

frontofthepatio.Averytallfigure

walkedoutofthecar,Sivuyilealso

followedfromtheotherside.I

openedmymouthslowlyasthey

walkedtowardsme,bythetimethey

gottomemymouthwaswideopen.



WhatamIseeinginfrontofme.

TallGuy:"MyMy!Pleasetellthisisa

familyfriendandnotoursister.I

don'twanttocommitincest."Our

sister?MyGod!

Sivuyile:"Haybhuti!Thisismywifeso

eyesoff!"Andhecallshimbhuti.

"Closeyourmouth."Hewhispered

beforekissingmycheek.

TallGuy:"Nowonderyouarecalling

mebhuti,youaretryingtoscore

pointsusingme."



Sivuyile:"I'vealreadygotthewifesoI

don'tneedtoscoreanymorepoints."

Cansomebodyfillmeinaboutwhat's

goingonhere?Please-Iwantedto

tellthatout.

TallGuy:"Abeautifulwifeyouhave

herebrother.SoItakeitshe'sthe

chosenone?"

Sivuyile;"Intheflesh!"

TallGuy;"MynameisSiphosam,Iam



thisidiot'sbigbrotherIguess."I

clearedmythroat.

Me:"Lunathi."Iofferedhimahand

shake,insteadhejustengulfedmein

ahugmuchtoSivuyile'sannoyance

becausehepulledhimoffme.

Sipho:"Relax!"

Me:"Brother?How?"

Sivuyile:"He'sdad'ssonthatIjust

recentlyfoundoutabout."Heishis



father'sduplicate.

Me:"Doesyourparentsknowabout

him?"

Sivuyile:"Onlydadknows....buthe

doesn'tknowthatIbroughthimhere

today.Hesaidhe'snotreadyto

introducehimtothefamilyyet."Yoh!

DidtheKingcheatonhiswife?

"That'swhyIneedyouasbackup."

Me:"WhatamIgoingtodo?"



Sivuyile:"ProtectmefromDad's

punches."

Sipho:"Healsopunchesyou?"

Sivuyile:"Herecentlydid.AllIcansay

ismyjawhasn'trecovered."

Sipho:"I'vebeentherebefore."

Me:"ExactlyhowamIgoingto

protectyou?"

Sivuyile:"Byjuststandingnexttous.



Hewon'tpunchusifyouarenextto

us."

Me:"Eh!That'srisky.

Sivuyile:"Nothingbadisgoingto

happen."

Me:"Okayfinelet'sgo."

Sivuyile:"Youreadybro?"

Sipho:"Iwasbornready."



Ican'tbelievetheKinghasachild

outsidehismarriage.Iwonderhow

thequeenisgoingtoreceivethese

news.WemighthaveanotherSandi

situationinourhands.

•

•

•

•

•
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Iwasstilltryingtorecoverfromthe

shock,Icouldn'tbelievethatMr

Dlaminihasanoldson,onethatlooks

likehimexactly!Youwouldswearhe

deniedatbirththewayhelookslike

him.Wewereapproachingthe

dinningroomwhereeveryonewas

sittingandeatingtheirfood.

Mrs'D:"Wheredidyougocauseyou

wereherejustaminuteago."



Me:"OhuhmIheardSivuyile'scar

outsidesoIwenttohim."

Mrs'D:"Whereishe?Hewas

supposedtobebackhoursago,I

don'tlikewhathe'sdoingcausehe

hasn'treallyrecoveredfromthe

accident."Shelikesbabyinghim.

Me:"Hisrighthe-"Iturnedandthey

werenotbehindme."Excusemefor

asec."Iwalkawayfromthedining

area."Reallyguys!"Theywere

standingabitfurtherfromthelounge

arguing,theyimmediatelystopped



whenIgottothe."Andthen?"

Sipho:"canyoubelievehewantsme

toenterfirstwhilehe'stheonewho

cameupwiththiswholeidea.AndI'm

astrangerhere."Isighed.

Me:"I'llgoinfirst,akerethat'swhatwe

agreedon."

Sipho:"YouareSotho?"

Sivuyile:"That'saveryirrelevant

question.Canwegoplease."Iledthe



waytothedinning.Judgingbythe

wayMrDlaminiAndabruptlystood

upfromthechairwhenIwalkedit

meansthattheydidnotstaybehind

likethefirsttime.

Mrs'D:"Loveuright?"Shelookedat

him.

Mr'D:"Why?"Hesaidinalowtone

whilelookingathisboys.MrsDlamini

followedhisgazeandjustlikemeher

mouthwaswideopenwhenhereyes

landedonSipho.



Lulama:"Whatthehell?!Who'sthis?"

Lumka:"OhMyGod."Shesaidslowly.

Mr'D:"Icanexplain."

Ase:"Yoh!"

Mr'D:"Whatareyoudoinghere?!"He

waswalkingtowardshisboys,this

wasaclearsignformetomove

away,butIdidn't.Thetwofools

decidedtostaybehindme."Youthink

becauseyouarehidingbehind



LunathiIwon'tbeatyou?"Eh!

Mrs'D:"Nooneisbeatinganyonehere!

Explainthisrightnow!Whoisthis

boyandwhydoeshelooklikeyou?"

Ase:"Ithinkit'sprettyobvious."

Mrs'D:"Asenathi!Don'tmakemesend

youtoyourroom."

Ase:"ndiphoswezindaba?Soze!(and

missthedrama?Never.)"Thetwo

idiotslaughedbehindme.



Mrs'D:"ThethaTata!"

Mr'D:"He'smyson."Hesaidinalow

tone.

Lulama:"Youcheatedonmy

mother?!"

Lumka:"Wow!Likefatherlikeson."

Me:"Aibo.ThisisnotaboutSivuyile."I

defended.



Mr'D:"Mantombazana!Niqalenini

ukuthethanamngolohlobo?!(Girls!

Sincewhendoyoutalktomelike

that?!)"

Lulama:"Thisisnotimefory-"

"Yeeey!"Hebangedthetable

shockingeveryone.

Lulama:"xoloTata."

Mr'D:"Ididn'tcheatonyourmom.

SiphowasconceivedafterIfoundout



aboutmychosenone.Ihadonlymet

yourmotheroncebythen.Ididnot

cheatonher."

Mrs'D:"thenwhydidyouhidehim

fromusalltheseyears?"Isshereally

askingthatquestion.

Mr'D:"BecauseIdidn'twanttobreak

yourheartmylove.WhenIfoundhim

IknewIhadtokeephimasmy

secretecauseIknewtheelders

wouldwantmetomarryhismother

andIcouldn'tdothattoyou."



Mrs'D:"whereishismothernow?"I

wouldalsoliketoknow.

Mr'D:"ShepassedonshortlyafterI

foundthem."

Mrs'D:"mmmh.Andyoustilldidn't

bringtheboyhome?Whatkindof

manareyou?!"

Mr'D:"bythenyouwerepregnantwith

Sivuyileandyouknowhowfragile

thatpregnancywas."



Mrs'D:"WowDlamini!Ican'tbelieve

youhidsomethingsobigfrommeall

theseyears.HowdoItrustyounow?"

Mr'D:"I'veneverliedtoyoumylove.

Thisisthefirstandlasttime."

Mrs'D;"Yousaidyoufellinlovewith

methefirsttimeyoulaidyoureyes

onme,butherewearestandingina

roomwithyoursecretechildthatwas

conceivedaftertheveryfirstyousaw

me."WasIsensinghurtinhervoice?

Ase:"Amadoda!"Sheclappedonce.If



thequeenwasn'tsocaughtupwith

theKingoswearshewouldhave

shoutedather.

Mrs'D:"Ineedtimetomyself.Excuse

me."Sherushedouttheroom,hertwo

daughtersfollowedbehindher.

Ase:"Welllet'ssitdownandeatthina

abalambileyo(uswhoarehungry)."

Unbelievable.Isatdownnexttoher.

"Dabswentallouttonightonlytoget

thesurpriseofherlife."

Mr'D:"Sivuyileareyoutryingtoruin



mymarriage?"

Sivuyile:"WhywouldIdothat?"I

handedhimhisplateoffood.

Mr'D:"Idon'tknowyoutellme."

Sivuyile:"Iamnottryingtoruinit.Iam

justtiredofallthesecretes,mom

deservedtoknowthetruthandSipho

alsodeservestohavearelationship

withhisfamily.IfanythingIdidyoua

favour."



Mr'D:"WhatdoIdonow?HowdoIfix

this?"

Sivuyile:"Aibo!HowwouldIknow?"

Mr'D:"Youhaveexperienceinthese

kindofthings."Igiggled.

Sivuyile:"Justapologisetoherand

reassureherofyourlove,shewillbe

fine."

Mr'D:"Mxm."



Sivuyile:"Youalrightman?"Hewas

lookingatSiphosam

Sipho:"Yeah.IthinkIshouldgonow."

Mr'D:"Nonsense.Sitdownandhave

dinneratyourbrother'shouse."

Sivuyile:"Yeahsitdown!"

Ase:"Andpleasedosleepoversothat

wecanhavecelebrationntonnton

tomorrowmorning."Weallbrokeout

inlaughter,exceptforSiphoofcourse



becausehedidn'tgetthejoke.

Mr'D:"Sugezelaumfaziwamwena

Asenathi(don'tdissmywife)"

Ase:"It'sonlyfair.That'showwe

welcomenewfamilymembers

mos,doublestandardszezantoni

ngoku?AnywayBhut'Sipho

ndinguAsenathimna(BrotherSiphoI

amAsenathi)yournewfavourite

cousin/sister."Siphochuckled

Sivuyile:"eshee!Whotoldyouthatyou

arehisfavourite?"



Ase:"Iameveryone'sfavourite."

Sivuyile:"Youwish."

"Dad!Areyouserious?"Thatwas

LulamaandLumkawalkingin.

Mr'D:"What?"

Lulama:"Yourwifeiscryingher

eyeballsoutinthatroomandyouare

sittinghereandeating."MrDlamini

lookedatthem."Wow!Iam



defeated."Heputthespoon

down,stoodupfromthechairthenhe

walkedout.Theybothsatdownon

theirseats.

Lumka:"Whatwereyouguystalking

about?Icouldhearyourlaughter

fromupstairs."

Ase;"Iwasjustsayingweneedto

hostacelebrationbreakfast

tomorrowforBhut'Sipho."

Lulama:"HaymarnAsenathi!Momis

hurtrightnowyoucannotbethinking



aboutspitefulthings."

Ase:"AndNathiwasn'thurtaboutthe

Sandiissue?Hehakemhlola!"Lulama

shookherhead.Sivuyile'sarmwas

aroundme,heleanedoverandkissed

mycheek,howrandom.

Lulama:"Igiveuponyou."

Ase:"uright!"

Weateandconversed,tryingtogetto

knowSiphosammore.Hewasa

reallycoolguy.Hewas30yearsold,a



2yearoldsonwhichstayswithhis

babymomma.Healsohashe'sown

housewhereheleavesonhisown

sincehe'ssingle,hedidn'treally

wantedtodiscloseabouthis

occupationbeforehebecameinterim

CEOforthefamilybusiness.

AfterhoursoftalkingSiphohadto

leave,wealsowenttoourseparate

bedrooms.

Me:"So,howdoyoufeelabouthaving

abigbrother?"Wewereinbedandhe

waslayingonmybreastswhileIran

myhandsthroughhisfade.



Sivuyile:"Idon'tknowhey.Iamso

usedtobeingtheonlyboykumama

noTata,butnowthingsareaboutto

change.IthinkIamgoingtolike

havinghimaround,andIamlooking

forwardtohavingarelationshipwith

him."

Me:"Itisgoingtotakesometime

gettingusedtothischangethough."

Sivuyile:"Yeah,buthe'sacool

dude,veryeasygoingsoIthink

everythingwillbesmoothsailing."



Me:"Ihopeso,we'vehadenough

problemsfortheyearweneeda

break."

Sivuyile:"True.Weshouldgoawayfor

sometime."

Me:"Away?Towheremaybe?"

Sivuyile:"Idon'tknow.Youpicka

placeandthedatethenwewill

leave,weneedabreakfromevery

one."



Me:"Stopit."Igiggled.Hewas

suckingonmybreast,definitely

leavingalovebite."Youcan'tjust

leave.Youhavetwobusinessesto

takecareoff."

Sivuyile:"WehaveThembaforthe

surgery,andSiphoisheretotakecare

ofthefamilybusiness."

Me:"mmmhalright.Iwilllookatsome

places,wewillprobablygoaftermy

finalexams."



Sivuyile:"Great."Iyawned.

Me:"I'mtired!Goodnight."

Sivuyile:"Waitbabe.Iboughtyou

something."Thedrowsiness

immediatelydissappered,whodoesn't

likegifts?

Me:"Really?"Iwasexcited.Hegotoff

meandjumpedofthebed,hewalked

tothecouch.

Sivuyile:"Closeyoureyes."



Me:"Wuuuuh!Howexciting."Iclosed

myeyes.Ifeltthethebedmoveashe

didclimbedOn,I'massuming.

Sivuyile:"Openyourhands."IdidasI

wastold.Heplacedasmallboxinmy

hands.

Me:"What'sthis?It'ssosmall."Maybe

it'sanecklace.Youknowthosecute

'myotherhalf'necklaces.

Sivuyile:"Openyoureyes."Iopened



themslowly.Ilookedatthebox,thenI

lookedathim,theboxagainthenhim.

Hehasasmileonhisface,thenerve!

Me:"Condoms?Really?"

Sivuyile:"Tada!"Ithrewtheboxof

condomsonhischest."Hawubaby."I

laidonmysideandcoveredmyself

withthecovers."Mylove,whyareyou

angry?Iboughtthecondomswhich

meanswecanhavesafesexwhichis

whatyouwanted."Iignoredhim.

"Baby?"Silence."Sthandwasam?

What'stheproblemnow?"I



uncoveredmyselfinanger.

Me;"Theproblemthateverythinghas

tobeaboutsexwithyou!Eversince

wegotbackthat'sallyou'veever

wanted.Insteadoffocusingon

physicalthingsyoushouldbepaying

moreattentionontheemotional

aspectsofourrelationship.You

shouldbetryingtoregainthelove

lostbetweenus,revivetheromance

andthespark!RightnowIfeellikeI

ammorewithmyoldboyfriendthanI

amwithsomeoneIlovewithmy

wholeheart.Idon'tcallyouwithpet

namesanymorebecauseIcan'tfeel



thesparkweusedtohave!Now

wenainsteadofwantingsexthe

wholedamntime,youshouldbe

makingmefallinl9vewothyouall

overagain!YoucheatedSivuyile,and

thatisnotsomethingtoeasilyforgot!

Nowifyoudon'tmind,Iwantto

sleep!"Ifeltlikeahugeweighthas

beenliftedoffmyshoulders.I've

beenkeepingallofthisinforsome

time.

Sivuyile:"Iyoh!"

○

°•SIVUYILE•°



IwokeupveryearlytodaybecauseI

couldn'tsleepafterallthethings

Lunathisaid.Whatdidshemean

whenshesaidshenolongerfeelsthe

sparkbetweenus?Doesthatmean

shedoesn'tlovemeanymore?Ijust

can'tbarethethoughtofhernot

lovingmeanymore,thatwouldbreak

myheartinhalf.Iknewthatthings

werenotgoingtobefine

immediately,butIwashopingthat

maybebeingintimatemightbeing

backtheconnection,Ineverknew

thingswouldescalatetothispoint.I

shouldhavenevercheated,thisisa

lessonlearnt.



Itwasnousegoingbacktosleep

now,Iwenttothebathroomtotakea

shower.

"Youshouldbetryingtoregainthe

lovelostbetweenus."Herwords

wereringinginmyheadasthecold

waterrandownmyhead.Thisclearly

meantshedoesn'tloveme

anymore,howdoIgethertoloveme

again?CauseIcan'tloseher.When

sheleftmeIdidn'tknowwhattodo

withmyself,IfeltlostallIcoulddo

wastoblowherphoneupanddrink

myselftosleep.Iwantedtotouchher

andhearhervoice,butIcouldn't



becauseshewasgone.Nowimagine

ifshesaysshedoesn'tloveme

anymore,thatmeansshewon'tallow

metotouchherandfeelherwarm

skinagainstmine,thatalonewillbea

torture.Ireallylovethisgirl,there

mustbesomethingIcandotofix

this,Iamnotgoingtolosemywife

becauseofastupidmistakeIdid.

YesIwaswrongforcheating,maybeI

don'tdeserveherlove,butIneedit.I

lovehermorethanlifeitself.

○

°•BOITUMELO•°



Iwokeuptoanemptysideofthebed,

IamnotcomplainingthoughIdon't

thinkIwasgoingtobeabletoface

himafterwhatIsaidyesterday.Yesit

ishowIfeel,butmaybeIshouldn't

havetoldhimlikethatespeciallyin

anger.MaybeIshouldhavesathim

downandtoldhimproperly,somehow

IfeelguiltyforeverythingIsaid,ithad

tobesaidthough.ButIwasbeing

honest,there'snothingwrongwith

thatright?AllIwantisforhimtotry

andbuilduptheromancebetweenus

insteadoffocusingonintimacy.I

lovehim,yesbutheneedstoprove

hisloveforme,heneedstoassure



methathelovesmetoo.Andonthe

sexside,Iamnotcomfortableasyet.

WhatofIdon'tsatisfyhimasSandi?

WhatifhethinksIamboringinbed

anddecidestocheatagain.Hemight

havenotsaidit,butIfeellikehe

cheatedonmebecauseIdidn'treally

satisfyhiminbed,Imeanthat'sthe

onlyexplanation.Maybehedidn'ttell

mecausehedidn'twanttobreakmy

heartorknockmyselfesteemdown,

Idon'tknow.HonestlyspeakingI

don'tfeellikebeingintimatewithhim

anytimesoon,myinsecuritiesareon

askyhighlevel.

Itookalongrelaxingbathbefore



changingintomycasual

clothes,luckilyformewedidnothave

anyclassestoday,butIstillneededto

study.

IfirstwenttoChulu'sroombecauseI

washopingthatherfatherwasgoing

toworktodayandhopefullybythe

timeIdecidetogodownstairshewill

begone.ShewasawakeasIhad

expected,asalwaysshewasinher

ownworldtalkingtoherpeopleand

playingwithhertoys.

Me:"There'smommy'sprecious

jewel."Shelookedupandsaw



me,sheclappedherhandsand

movedinexcitement."Hellobaby."

Shecrawledtome,Ipickedherup

beforekissinghercheek."Morning

Mah."

Manxele:"molosisi,uvukenjani?"

Me:"Hantlemah,wena?"

Manxele:"kakhlekakhulusisi.Awuyi

eskolweninamhlanje?(Youarenot

goingtocampustoday?)"



Me:"Nope.Ourclasseswere

cancelledtoday."

Manxele:"kuhleke.Thatmeansyou

willbespendingtimewiththelittle

onetoday?"

Me:"Iwish,Ihavetostudy."She

chuckled.

Manxele:"hayokaysisi."Iturnedmy

attentiontoChuluandstartedtickling

her,shelaughedherlungsout

bringingawarmfeelingtomyheart.

It'sfunnyhowshecapturedmyheart



andsoulsafewdaysafterImet

her,she'sabeautifulsoul.Iwonder

wherehermotheris?Doessheknow

whatapreciousjewelsheleftbehind?

"Youknowforyourageyouarereally

strong."Shesaidoutoftheblue.I

lookedather."Lookatyousmiling

afterallthethingsyou'vebeen

throughthesepastfewmonths.You

arereallystrongmychildandyouare

fittobeaQueen,theDlaminisare

blessedtohaveyouintheirlives."I

wasgettingemotional.

Me:"Thankyousomuchforyourkind

worksmah."Shesmiledand



nodded,thenshelefttheroom.

Iwasreallysurprisedatherwords,I

didn'treallyexpectthemfromher.

Shedoesn'treallyinteractthatmuch

withthefamilyunlikeMam'Luvo.Iam

gladsomeoneacknowledgesmy

strength.Ihavereallybeenthrougha

lotthisyear,Imeaninthefirstfew

weeksofmymarriageIfoundoutmy

husbandhadakidwhichIhadtohelp

raise,thenIwasaccusedofcheating

andchasedoutofthehouse.Ontop

ofthat,Iwaskidnappedbyapsycho

aspartofhisrevengeplan,asifthat

wasn'ttheworstmyhusbanddecided

tocheatonme.Thatbrokemyheart



inhalfcauseIreallydidn'texpectit.

JustasIwasabouttoworkonmy

marriage,theworstthingever

happened,Ilostmyparents.That

wastheworstthingever,myheart

wasbrokenintopieces,Iamstill

tryingtopickupthosepieces.What

amIforgetting?Ohhhthemistress

camebackwithafakepregnancy.

Howmuchcanonetakeinayear?

Foran18yearold,Ihavereally

enduredtoomuch.IfIdidn'tknow

betterIwouldsaytheDlaminis

cursedme,becauseIfacedallthese

challengesafterIgotmarriedinto

theirfamily.IamsurprisedthatIam



notanalcoholic.

Me:"Hehbaby!Mommyneedsa

breakfromthengeke.Whatdoyou

thinkaboutthat?"

Chulu:"Dadadadadadada."Shehada

toyinherhandwhichwasplaying

with.

Me;"Itakeityouagreewithmommy."

Ikissedhercheek."Let'sgoandjoin

everyone.Youaresoheavyyoh."I

carriedherheavyselfalltheway

downstairstothedinningroom,she



wasgrowinguptobeachubbybaby.

Ase:"Finally!Ithoughtyouwere

dead."

Me:"Drama!I'mactuallysurprised

thatyouareawakeatthistime."

Ase:"Ishouldsaythesameabout

you."

Me:"mxm."

Lulama;"Youguystiremeshame,you



arealwaysbickering."

Ase:"That'showweshoweachother

love."

Me:"Goodmorningfamily.Yousee

AsenathiIdidn'tevengreetbecause

ofyou."

Ase:"It'snotmyfaultthatyouleft

yourmannersinyourroom."

Isatdownnexttothemotormouth

whichwasoppositeMrsDlamini,she

didn'tlooklikeherusualself.She



wasinhergown,whichwas

disturbingcauseshe'salways

properlydressedeverymorning.

"Bhut'Siphoishere."Shewas

whispering.

Me:"Whereishe?"

Ase:"He'soutsidewithyourhusband.

Madamheredoesn'tknowhecame."

SivuyileisstillheremyGod!"Seeif

youwokeextraearlyyouwouldhave

preparedaveryveryscrumptious

breakfast."Igiggled



Me:"IamnotpettylikeyouAse."

Ase:"Youshouldtakenotessisi,this

wasaperfectopportunityforyouto

getevenwothyourmotherinlaw."

Shewasstillwhispering.Sivuyileand

Siphowalkedinlookinglike

twins,eventhoughSivuyiledidn'tlook

thatmuchlikehisfather.

Sivuyile:"Morning."Hecameand

kissedmycheek.Iguessweare

goingtopretendinglikeeverythingis

fine.



Lulama:"Haike!"Sheclappedonce.

Sivuyile:"umonasisi."Theylaughed.

Sipho:"Goodmorningeveryone."We

allgreetedback.JustasSivuyileand

Siphosatdown,MrsDlaministoodup

andlefttheroom.

Sivuyile:"Andthen?"MrDlaminishook

hishead,thenheexcusedhimself.I

couldn'thelpbutnoticeSipho'shurt

face.

Ican'tbelieveMrsDlaminididthat,



shewastheonepreachingabout

forgivenessandacceptancetome

whenIlefthersonbecauseofSandi.

SheevenwentasfarasforcingSandi

downmythroatbywantingherto

l9veinandmarryhersonbecause

'theycan'tchangetraditionforme'.

Nowthatthetablesareturnedshe

can'tpracticewhatshepreaches?

Thesearethedoublestandardsthat

Asewastalkingabout.

•
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"Youcan'twearthat."Hewaswalking

infromthebathroom.

Me:"Whynot?"



Sivuyile:"Itstoomuch,especiallyfor

dinnerwithmybrother."Wewere

gettingreadyforafamilydinnerata

restaurant,thiswasSipho'sidea.I

don'tknowwhyhewantedustogoto

therestaurantinsteadofhaving

dinnerhereathome.

Me:"There'snothingwrongwiththis

dress,it'sperfect."Itwasashorttight

dress,itshowedoffmycleavage.

Asenathiactuallychoseitforme.

"Besidesit'snotlikeyourmomand

dadwillbethere."Yep,Siphodecided

ona'siblings-only'dinner,maybehe

didn'twanttomakeMrsDlamini



uncomfortablehencehesaidwe

shouldgotoarestaurant.

Sivuyile:"Takeitoff."

Me:"No."Thingswereabitsomber

betweenus,wehaven'treallyspoken

aboutwhatwentdownlastnight,well

hehasn'tcometometoaddress

whatIsaidtohimandIwasn'tabout

toforcehimtotalktome.He'sbeen

avoidingmethewholeday,I'monly

seeinghimwhenhecametotakea

showerandnowhe'scomplaining

aboutmydress,howamazingis



that?*rollingeyes*

Sivuyile:"Youarenotgoingout

lookinglikethat,therewillbeabunch

ofthirstymeninthatrestaurantand

theywillbelookingatyou."

Me:"Itwon'tbemyfaultmos.It'snot

likesthere'sanythingelsetheycan

doapartfromlooking."

Sivuyile:"Goandchange,please."

Me:"Idon'thaveanythingelseto



wear."Iwasn'tgoingtochange,this

waspunishmentforhimavoidingme

thewholeday.

Sivuyile:"Thenwearenotgoingto

thisdinner."

Me:"Suityourself,nnakatsamaya(me

Iamgoing)"

Sivuyile:"Whydoyouhavetobeso

stubborn?Allyouhavetodoisto

changethefreakendress."Ihummed

mytunewhilecombingmyweave.

"Lunathi!"



Me:"keng?(What?)"

Sivuyile:"Changethatdress."

Me:"itsgoingtotakemetimetolook

foranotheroutfit."

Sivuyile:"Ohnowitsgoingtotakeyou

time?"Ilookedathim."Change!Iam

leavingnow."Hewasalreadydressed

andready,whileIwasstillbusywith

myfacecausehewastalkingtome

nonestop.UnlikehimIcan't



multitask.

Me:"Bye."Hewaswalkingtowards

thedoor.

Sivuyile:"andifuniukuxabanaplease.(I

don'twanttofightwithyou.)"Hesaid

beforeleavingtheroom.Aww

shame,he'sfoolinghimself.Iamso

notgoingtochangethisoutfit,I

actuallyloveitandIlookhotinit.

Isatdownonthedressingtableand

carriedonwithmyface.Ican't

believeIstillhavetodrivewiththis

persontothevenue.MaybeIshould



change,justtoavoiddrama?Neh?

Makeupdone!Timetochangethe

dressasperthebullyhusband

requested.

Thisoneisperfect,ifhecomplains

aboutthisthenuyahlanya(he'scrazy).

Iwalkeddownstairsandasalways

theywerewaitingonmeand

Lumka,thatoneisforeverlate!If

Africantimewasaperson,itwouldbe

her.

Me:"Where'syourbrother?"

Lulama:"Hedecidedtogo,hesaid



somethingaboutustakingtimeto

getready."Wow!Thathurtsabit.

Me:"Oh?"Iwasabitdissapointed

Ase:"What'swrongwithgoingwith

us?"

Me:"Ididn'tsaythere'sanything

wrong."

Ase:"Yousoundeddisappointed."

Me:"No-"



"Theprincessisherewecango!"

Lulama:"Mxm."

Me:"Waitasec,Iforgotsomethingin

myroom."Irushedupthestairs.

Lulama;"Haike!"

Ase:"Iwonderwhatthatsomething

is."

Igotintomyroomandrushed

straighttothecloset.ThankGodIdid



notreturnitintheshelf,Iwouldbe

screwedrightnow.Itookofthedress

Iwaswearingandchangedintomy

previousone.Sivuyileneedstobe

taughtalesson,hecannotavoidme

alldaylongandexpectmetotakehis

orders.Whatmadehimtodriveto

therestaurantwithoutus?Meinfact?

He'sreallyavoidingme.

Me:"Letsgogirls."IsaidasIreached

thelaststep.

Lumka:"Girl!!Flamesiswhatyouare

rightnow.Nosexy!Infactevery



compliment!AndhereIwasthinkingI

wasn'tgoingtohavecompetition."

Shetalksalotsometimes.

Ase:"Ayeye!Iwasactuallywaiting

untilwegettotherestaurantsothatI

cantellyouwheretogetofffornot

wearingthedressIpicked."

Me:"uyayithandaiattention(youlike

attention.)"

Ase:"Kakade,Igrewupwithalotof

siblingsIdidn'tgetenoughattention

growingup."



Me:"Youaresounnecessary.Canwe

goplease."

Lulama:"Aftertakingpicturesplease."

Wetookmultiplepictures,weonly

leftthehousewhenSivuyilecalledto

tellustheyarewaitingonus.

"Andtheyfinallydecidetograceus

withtheirpresence."Wesatdown.

Sipho:"We'vebeenwaiting,and

waitingandwaiting."



Lulama:"Goodthingsareworththe

waitbhuti."

Sipho:"Toyourmenmaybe,nothere.I

actuallywouldhavepreferredyouin

pjaysorlongassdresses,lookatthe

attentionyouareattractingtoour

table.Thewaitersareevenhuddling

up,amsuretheyarediscussingyou."

Lumka:"Whowouldn't,Imeanhave

youlookedatus?AndImean

properly,unganxami(don'trush.)"



Sipho:"mxm."

Ase:"Theyshouldbetakingour

ordersinsteadofdiscussingus."

Sipho:"Yazinje.(Youknow!)"He

raiseduphishand,onewaitercame

toourtable.

Waiter:"Goodeveningmynameis

Musa,I'llbeyourwaiterforthenight."

Hehandedusthemenus."CanIget

youdrinks?"



Ase:"Yesplease.I'llhaveaglassof

redwi-"

Sipho:"excuseme?"HislookmyGod!

Ithinkwehaveastrictbrotheronour

hands.

Ase:"UhmI'llhaveapplejuice."I

giggled.NowIknowthatthereisa

personthatcanintimidate

Asenathi,howamazingisthat?It's

morethanamazing.

Me:"I'llhavethesame."Iwascraving

acocktail,butafterthelookAsenathi



gothayI'llpass.

Theoldersistersorderedabottleof

winewhilethebrothersoptedfor

whiskey.

Sivuyile:"Asepleaseswapplaceswith

Boitumelo."I'mBoitumelo?

Ase:"AscomfortableasIamyou

wantmetostandupandmovetothe

othersideofthetableandswap

places?Yohha-"

Sipho:"SukaAsenathi(move



Asenathi)"

Ase:"hayveleIwasgoingtomove,I

don'tlikethelightingofthisside."

Thetableeruptedwithlaughter.She

wasnotgoingtomoveifSiphodidn't

sayanything.Outofrespectforhis

siblingsIdecidedtoswapplaces

withAsenathi.

Sivuyile:"Ithoughtweagreedonyou

changingthedress."Youthought

wrongMr.

Thewaiterarrivedwithourdrinks.

"I'mtalkingtoyou"Hewasn'treally



whisperingbutthetonewaslowyet

stern.

Me:"Youleftme."Helookedatme

confused."Youdrovetothe

restaurantonyourownandleftme

behind."Isawasmilecreepingupon

hismouth.

Sivuyile:"Youwantedtodrivewith

me?"Ishestupidorwhat?"WellI'm

sorrybaby,Ijustwantedtospeakto

Siphoaboutsomethingbeforeyou

arrived."Iwonderwhatthatis.



Me:"Youshouldhavetoldme."

Sivuyile:"Areyoumad?"Hehadasilly

smileonhisface.Hepeckedonmy

lips.

Sipho:"Wearestillhereyouknow?"I

blushedandlookedaway.Notso

longagoIwasmadthathewas

avoidingme,butlookatmenow

blushingbecauseofhim.

Sivuyile;"Sorryaboutthat,Itendto

getcarriedawaysometimes."He's

handlandedonmybarethigh."I'm



stillnothappyaboutthisdress."He

whisperedinmyear.

Me:"uzoqina!(Youwillbestrong)"He

gavemealookwhichIcompletely

ignored.

"Sowhenarewemeetingyourson

bhut'Sipho?"He's11yearsolderthan

mesoIhavetorespecthim.Wewere

devouringourmeals.

Sipho:"Assoonashismothergets

backtohersense."



Lumka:"Whatdidshedo?"

Sipho:"ayyshe'scausingunnecessary

drama.Shefoundmewithagirlat

myplaceonSaturdaymorning,now

she'skeepingmysonawayfrom.I

don'tevenknowwhyshe'sactingup

causewearenottogetheranymore."

Lulama:"Doyouwantustoattendto

her?Maybehaveawomantowoman

talkwithher."Iknowexactlywhat

shemeansbywomantowomantalk.



Sipho:"youwoulddothatforme?"He

hadasmileonhisface,heclearly

doesn'tknowthatviolencewillbe

doingthetalkinginthattalk.Thisis

Lulamawearetalkingabout,she

hangsoutwithBontle.

Lulama:"Ofcourse.Youareour

brother."

Sipho:"Iwouldlovethat."

Lulama:"sendmeheraddressand

tomorrowyouwillseeyourson."



Sivuyile:"Iwonderhow."

Ase:"Doyouevenhavetoask."We

laughed.

Lumka:"Thisfoodisdelicious.Thank

youforbringingushereSipho."

Sipho:"Ihadtoo.Iwantedtobond

withyouguyswithoutmakingyour

momuncomfortable."Awwshame.

Lumka:"Whywouldyousaythat."



Sipho:"Comeon,you'veseenher

behaviourtowardsmeinthosetwo

occasionsI'vebeeninherpresence."

Ase:"Ihaveshameandit'snot

nice,especiallycomingfromaperson

whowaspreachingabout

acceptanceandforgivenessto

someonewhowasinasimilar

situation."

Lulama:"Ase."



Ase:"NoLama!Let'sbehonest,notso

longagodabswantedLunathito

acceptSandiasBhuti'ssecondwife

knowingverywellthatbhuticheated

onLunathiwithher,nottomention

acceptingthepregnancythatwas

conceivedinthatcheatingperiod."

Sivuyiletightenedhisgriponmy

thigh

Sipho:"What?"

Ase:"imagineacceptingabetrayal

child.SheevenforcedSanditomove

intothemansion,inLunathi'sroom



nogal!Andyenashecan'tacceptan

oldchildthatwasconceivedway

beforeshewasinthepicture?Hayno!

Sheneedstopracticewhatshe

preaches.Qhaqwaba!"

Sipho:"Iguesspeoplereact

differentlywhentheyaretheonesin

thesituation."

Ase:"Saythatagainbrother!"

Lumka:"Momjustneedstime.She

willsooncometotermswith

everythingandgiveyouthewarm



welcomethatyoudeserve."

Sipho:"SointhemeantimeImust

havesecretemeetingswithmydad

andsiblings?"

Sivuyile:"nobroh,there'snoneedfor

that.Youaremorethanwelcometo

comeatmyhouseanytimeofday.

Youareourbrotherthere'snoneed

tohide."

Sipho:"Idon'twanttomakeherfeel

uncomfortableinherownhouseor

makeherfeellikeIamforcingmyself



intothefamily."

Sivuyile:"Itdoesn'tmatter.Youare

ourbrother,weneedtohavea

relationshipwithyou.Mamayenawill

justhavetobestrong."

Lulama;"HaySivuyile!It'snoteasyfor

awomantoacceptasecretechild."

Ase:"asifitwaseasyforLunathito-"

Lulama:"khathule!(shutup!)"



Ase:"No.Don'tgetmewrongIlove

youdabs,butIdon'tlikethewayshe

wentaboutthewholeSandisituation

andthewayshehasbeentreating

Lunathi."

Lumka:"sheapologisedthough."

Ase:"Didshemeanitthough?"

Silence"exactly!Actually,talking

aboutthisismakingmethirsty,I

needmeastrongdrink."

Sipho:"Haikewena!"



Ase:"kancincinjebhuti.Justone

glass."

Sipho:"No."

Ase:"Please."Helookedatherfora

whileasshegavehimpuppyeyes.

Sipho:"Fine!Justoneglassonly

becauseIalsoneedit,let'sgotothe

bar."Thebarwasn'treallyfarfrom

whereweweresitting.Wecould

actuallyseethemfromhere.



Lulama:"Ifeelsosorryforhim.It'sas

ifhe'syearningforamother'slove

andhewashopingtogetitfrom

mom."

Lumka:"Yeahneh.Maybeweneedto

talktomomandmakeher

understandtheimportanceof

acceptinghimandmakinghimfeel

welcomed."

Sivuyile:"Buthesaidhewasfinein

thefamilydepartment,hegotallthe

loveheneeded."



Lulama;"andyoubelievedhim?"

Sivuyile:"Ihadnoreasonnotto."

Lulama:"Idon't.Whyelsewouldbebe

sobotheredaboutmomnot

welcominghim?"

Lumka:"Yeahneh."

Me:"Maybehefeelslikehebrokea

familyapart.Hedoesn'twantyour

momtobeunhappybecauseof



him,thatcouldbethereason."

Lulama:"Ma-"

"Stopitmarn!!"Weturnedoureyesto

thebar,itwasmayhem.Siphoand

someguyweregrabbingeachother

bytheirnecksandAsenathiwas

tryingtobreakthemapart.We

immediatelyrushedtothebar,

Sivuyilecametotherescueandwas

abletobreakthetwomenapart.

Guy:"Thisishowyoudome

Asenathi?!!AftereverythingI'vedone



foryouthisishowyouthankme?!!"

Ase:"Itsnotwhatyouthink

Thandazani."Ohhhthisisthe

MinisterofFinance,myGodhedoes

lookabitold...notoldold,maybe35

yearsold.

Thandazani:"Youfuckinghimnow?!!

Couldn'tyouhavechosensomeone

else?!Whydidyougoformyenemy

marnAsenathi!!"

Sipho:"Hayfutsekwena!Howdare

youspeaktomelikethat,haveyou



forgottenwhoIamBOY?!!"Minister

ofFinancethrewapunch

unfortunatelyitlandedonSivuyile.

Mypoorhusband'sface.

Sivuyile:"Ekse!"Healsothrewhisown

punch,thenthemayhemstarted

Siphojoinedinonthefight.Wecould

reallydoanythingapartfromscream

forhelp.Afewwaitersranuptous

andtriedtheirbesttobreakthe

fight,allthesemenwerestrongand

veryangryanditwasamission

gettingthemtostop!Everythingwas

amess,thewerescreamsfromus

andgrowlsfromthesemen,mymind



wasinadazeanditstoodstillwhenI

heardagunshot.Afreakengunshot

inarestaurant.Iheldbothmyears

andwentdownasI'veseenthemdo

inmovies.Itwasscreams

everywhere,theothercustomerswere

alsoscared.

Sipho:"Areyoureallygoingtopull.out

aguninpublic?!"Myeyeswere

completelyshut."Youmightwantto

pointthatgunsomewhereelseBOY!"

Iwasscaredformylifeatthesame

timeIwantedtogetupandcheckif

Sivuyileissafe.



Thandazani:"Whoareyoucallingboy?!

Youthinkfuckingmygirlfriendmakes

youaman?"

Ase:"Thandazanipleaseputthegun

down.Iamnotcheatingonyou

okay!"ThefowardAsenathiwas

gone,thisonerightherewasafearful

Asenathi."Heismybrother"

Thandazani:"Stoplyingtome!"

Ase:"Iamnot!!Thisismybrotherand



wewereallhereforafamilydinner.

Putthegundownandstopactinglike

afool!!"Shewastryingtoactfearless

butitwasnotworkingcauseher

voicewasshaking.

Thandazani:"Asenathi!Justshutup!"

Sivuyile:"Don'tyoudarescreamather

wena!!"

Sipho:"Futsekmarnwena!Isaidpoint

thatgunsomewhereelse."Icouldn't

bringmyselftoopenmyeyes,tears

offeararestreamingdownmyface.



Thandazani:"Youknowhowitgoes

inthegameSniper!Youdon'tstep

intoanotherplayer'sterritoryand

expecthimtoletyouwalkaway."I

heardhimcockingthegun.

Ase:"ThandazaniNooooo!!!"Iopened

mytearyeyes,theylandedonthegun

whichwaspointedtoSiphowho

didn'tevenseemtobebothered.

Thandazimovedthegunfrom

Sipho'schesttohishead,Asenathilet

outaloudscream.Iwassoscared,I

wantedtopeerightthereonthespot.



IletoutasighofreliefwhenIheard

policesirensnearingtheresturant.

Someonemusthavebeenbrave

enoughtocallthem.

Thandazani:"Thisisnotover!!"Heput

thegundownandrushedoutofthe

restaurant.

Sipho:"Let'sgetoutofherenow!"

Asenathiwascryinghereyeballsout.

Sivuyilecamemeandhelpedmeto

standup,assoonasheplacedhis

armaroundmywaistIletthetears

out,myheartwasbeatingoutofmy



chest.Werushedoutofthe

restaurant,wellhewasrushingand

becausehisarmwasaroundmeI

hadnochoicebuttomatchhispace.

Weallgotintothecarsandspedoff

theparkinglot!

○

"Youdatingolderguysnow

Asenathi?!"-Sivuyile.Wewerein

Sipho'slivingroom,hesuggested

thatwedrivestraighttohishouse.

LulamaandLumkawereflatout

asleepintheguestroom,Iguess

thosetwobottlesofwinetheyhad

showedthemflames.HowIwishI

canbethem,IdoubtIwillfallasleep



tonight,bitafterthattraumatic

experience.

Sipho:"Whateverhappenedtoboys

yourage?!Doyouknowwhothat

manis?!"Asenathinodded."Noyou

don't!Youthinkyoudo,butyoudon't!"

Sivuyile:"YouareluckyIamnot

wearingabeltrightnow,otherwiseI

wouldhavewhippedyourasswithit!"

Theywerefuming,understandably

though."Whatisthatyoudon'tgetat

homethatmadeyougoforanold

guy?!Huh?!"Asenathishookherhead.



Sipho:"Ihavealotofbeltsinthis

housemninawa(littlebrother)maybe

alashortwomightmakeheropen

hermouthandtalk!"

Me:"Canwedothisinthemorning?

We'veallhadatraumaticnight!All

weneedissomerestandtocalm

down."YesIamprotectingmyfriend.

She'snotabouttogetahidingwhileI

amhere,I'msurebytomorrowthey

willwakeupcalm.

Sivuyile:"Seemywifeistraumatised



nowbecauseofyourstupidshit!!"

Haike!

Me:"Canwegotosleepnowplease."

IwaslookingatSivuyile.Wewere

goingtospendthenighthereat

Sipho'shouse.

Sivuyile:"Yougomylove,Iwillfollow

youaftertalkingtothisone."Nomy

friendhashadenoughtraumaforthe

day.

Me:"I'mscared,Ican'tgointhere

alone.Let'sgoplease."Iletthe



waterworksdothethings.Helooked

atmeandsighed.

Sivuyile:"Alrightbaby.Wena!"He

pointedatAsenathi"wewilltalk

aboutthisinthemorning.Let'sgo

babe."

Sipho:"Itstheroomatthefarend.

Andwenablesseeyoursisnextto

mine.Comelet'sgo."ThankGodthey

agreedtogotobed,hopefullythey

willbecalmtomorrow.

Idon'tknowhowIamgoingtosleep



withmyheartbeatingthisfast,but

beingonhisbarechestandhisarms

tightlywrappedaroundmeismaking

mefeelwaybetter.Foronceweare

goingtosleepwithoutsextalkseven

thoughIamnakedandsocloseto

him,Iguesshedoesrealisethatthis

isnottherighttime.
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IdonotknowhowIendedupfalling

asleeplastnight,maybebeingheldby

myhusbandhelped.I'mactually

regrettingsleepingnaked,wellit'snot



likeIhadachoice.Itwashard

ignoringhistent,Ifeelsoselfish

becausehe'snotgoingtogetany

morningglory.Iamgoingtopretend

tobeasleepuntilhewakesupand

getsoutofthebedjusttoavoidany

conflictsorawkwardmoments.

Ifeltwetlipslandingonmyforehead,

Istillstayedincharacter,hedoesn't

knowIamawakemos.

Sivuyile:"Goodmorning."Busted!

Anotherkissfollowed.

Me:"HowdidyouknowIwas



awake?"

Sivuyile:"Ididn't,Iwasactuallywaking

youup."

Me:'Couldn'tyouwakeuponyour

ownandletmesleep."

Sivuyile;"Ilearntallofthisfromyou."I

chuckled.

Me:"Morninghusband."Heliftedmy

chinandplasteredhislipsonmine

givingmeaheartfeltkiss.



Sivuyile:"nowmydaycanofficially

start."Iblushed."Howareyoufeeling

thismorning?"

Me:"I'mfineIguess.Iwasjustscared

lastnight."

Sivuyile:"Understandably.I'mstill

confusedastowhyAsenathidecided

todatesuchanoldguy."

Me:"He'snotthatold."Ihadnodoubt

thathewaslookingatmeinanotso



friendlymannerrightnow.

Sivuyile:"HeisoldLunathi."

Me:"Iamwithyou,andyouareway

olderthanme."Thandazaniisvery

old,Iwasjusttryingtodefendmy

friend.

Sivuyile:"It'snotthesame,thatguyis

wayolderthanme,he'sprobably

Sipho'sageandthatold!"Ishrugged.

"Asenathigetseverythingthatshe

wantsfromherfamily,sureher

parentsarestrictbutbecauseshe's



theonlygirlandthelastborn,they

givehereverything.Includingmeand

herbrother,soIdon'tunderstandwhy

shewoulddothis."

Me:"Maybesheisinlovewiththe

guy."

Sivuyile:"Bullshit!Shewasnoteven

supposedtolookhiswayinthefirst

place!"Ohohhe'sgettingangryagain.

Me:"calmdown."Ibrushedhischest.

"Themustbeareasonwhyshe'sina

relationshipwithhim."



Sivuyile:"Ineedtotalktoher."He

attemptedtositup,butmyheadwas

onhischest.

Me:"mmmhmarn.Youneedtocalm

downandapproachthismatterwith

acoolhead.Youguyscannotbe

threateningtobeatherupwitha

belt,thatwillonlypushherstraight

intohisarms.Whatyouneedtodois

sitherdownandtrytounderstand

thereasonfortheirrelationship,then

bhut'Siphocantellheraboutthekind

ofmanThandazaniis.Makehersee



thatyouareonhersideandyouwant

what'sbestforher."Afterseeing

Thandazani,Iamalsoagainsttheir

relationship.

Sivuyile:"Sondimtotobisemnawhile

enzalamanyala?"

Me:"Ifyoudon'twanttoloseherto

Thandazani,thenyes.Youknowhow

stubbornAseis,shedoesasshe

pleasesespeciallyifyoucomewith

thatattitudeyouhaverightnow.She

willdateThandazanijusttospiteyou.

Areyougonnakeeponbeatingher?



Mmmh?"Hesighed

Sivuyile:"Hayndiyakuvababy(Ihear

youbaby)I'llspeaktoSiphoandhear

whathehastosayaboutthis."I

smiledproudly."Sodidyouknow

aboutthisguy?"OhGOD

Me:"Idid,butIdidn'tknowhewas

thatold."

Sivuyile:"Soyouadmitthatheisold."

Me:"mxm."Hechuckled.



Sivuyile:"DoyouknowhowmuchI

loveyou?"Butterflies!Whenwasthe

lasttimeIfeltthem.

Me:"NoIdon't."

Sivuyile:"IloveyouMaDlaminiwam.

Youarethebestthingthathasever

happenedtome.YouknowIamnot

reallyaromantic,butIamwillingto

tryjusttogetthatsparkback.You

mightthinkwelostit,butIstillfeelit

everytimeIlookatyou.IknowIamto

blameforthewayyoufeel,andItake



fullresponsibilityandIamreally

reallysorryforthepainIcausedyou."

Ismiledashestareddeepintomy

eyes."Iloveyou,nevereverdoubt

that."Heplacedakissonmylips.It's

amazinghowweweretalkingabout

Asenathiaminuteago,butnowhe's

expressinghisloveforme.

Me:"IloveyoutooJamakaSjadu."

Helookedatmeamused.

Sivuyile:"Howdoyouknowmyclan

name."



Me:"Igoogleditbeforewegot

married.BontleliedandsaidIwill

havetoreciteittoyouwhenIwalk

downtheaislebecausethatshow

youdoitinroyalty."Helaughed.

"Don'tlaugh,Ididn'tsleepfordays

tryingtomemorizethem."He

laughedagain.

Sivuyile:"Bontleisboss!!"

Me:"Sheplayedme!"

Sivuyile:"Shekindahelpedyou

though,causenowyouknowmyclan



names.Youknowhowtosoftenme

up."

Me:"ahh!That'sthetheonlyoneI

remember."

Sivuyile:"Youarehopeless."

Wespentaboutanhourinbed

talkingaboutalotofthings,Iwon't

liemyheartwasatahappyplace.I

wasfallinginlovewithhimaseach

minutepassed.

Afterourbondingsessionwetookan

innocentshowertogetherandwore

ourlastnightclothes,becausewe



didn'thaveachangeofclothes.

Thesiblingswereallsittinginthe

lounge,wellexceptforAsenathi.

Sivuyile;"morningfam."

Lulama:"Morninglovebirds."Wesat

down.Yano,Sipho'shouseis

massiveandit'sasinglestorey

house.

Me:"Where'smyfriend?"

Sipho:"Theblessee?She'snotinher



room,Iguessshewokeupearlyand

ranaway."Ichuckled,that'smyfriend!

Sheknewshewasinhotwatersand

thebestwaytoavoidconfrontation

wastorunaway.Speakingof

confrontation.....

Me:"Whenareyoupayingthebaby

mommaavisit?"

Lulama:"Afterbreakfastandyouare

comingwithus."

Me:"Huh?"



Lumka:"Yes."Hayno,Idon'twantto

gowiththem

Me:"Ngeke,Ican't."

Lulama:"Youcanandyouwill.Thisis

asisters'job,remember?Andyouare

partofthesisters."

Me:"yoh!Finethen."Iwasnotreally

upforthatchallenge,Idon'twantto

associatemyselfwithtrouble,and

troubleiswhattheyweregoingto



causeatthebabymomma'shouse.

○

Iknowthishouse,thisisactually2

streetsawayfrommyhome.Ican't

believethesegirlsbroughtmehereto

attacksomeoneIknow,wellIdon't

knowherpersonallybutI'veseenher

standingatherhouseandatthe

storeafewtimes.Yeswewereatthe

babymomma'shouse.Wehadtogo

backhometogearupwhichmeant

theywereheretofight.

Lulama:"IwonderhowSiphoended

upwithagirllikeher."Wewere



parkedahouseaway,butwecould

seeherfromwherewewereparking

becauseshewassittingoutside.

"Let'sgo!"Wejumpedofthecar.

Me:"Andthen?"Ipointedatthe

sjambokinherhand.

Lulama:"What?Wemightneedit."

Wow!Wewalkedtowardsthehouse,

Iwasnotreadyforwhatwasgoingto

godownthere.Weopenedthegate

asthegirlstoodupandwatchedus

walkin,shelooksabitdifferentfrom

thepictureswewereshown-I'mnot



judgingthough.

Linda:"OhGod,hello."Shehaswide

smileonherfacewhichwasnot

returned."Tumi,usungaka?"Ismiled

awkwardly.Ineverknowhowto

respondtothe'Youhavegrown'

statements,besideswewerenothere

onafriendlyvisit.

Lumka:"Hello."

Linda:"Hii."Shegreetedagainwith

enthusiasm,shedoesn'tknowthat

theyareheretofighttheirbrother's



battle."Kazengigezengani

namhlanjeukuzovakashelwa

abasebukhosini(IwonderwhatI

bathedintogetavisitfromroyalty

today.)"

Lulama:"Weareheretodiscuss

somethingseriouswithyouLinda."

Linda:"OhmyGod,youknowmy

name."Ifonlysheknew."Letmego

getyouchairstositon.Wouldyou

likesomethingtodrink?"

Lumka:"Nowearefine."Shenodded



anddissapperedtothehouse.

Me:"Where'sthesjambok?"

Lulama;"Ileftitatthegate."Good.

Me:"she'sanicegirl,wejusthaveto

talktoherinacalmmannerand

makeherseereason-"

Lumka:"hayshutup,uyabhuda!Ifshe

wasanicepersonasyousayshe

is,doyouthinkshewouldhavekept

awaythekidfromhisdad?"Ididn't



haveacomebackfromthat."Exactly!

Soshush!"Lindacamebackwith3

chairs,wesatdown.

Linda:"SowhatcanIdoforyou."

Lulama:"Weareherebecauseofa

delicatematter,wewouldlikeyouto

giveourbrotheraccesstohischild."

Okaythat'sagoodstart.

Linda:"Yourbrother?"Confusion

overcameher."Idon'thaveachild

withthePrince."



Lulama:"Wearetalkingabout

Siphosam."

Linda:"Samisyourbrother?Since

when?"Sheevenhasanicknamefor

him,howcute.

Lulama:"That'snoneofyourbusiness.

Wearejustheretofetchthechildso

thathecanspendtimewithhisdad."

It'stakingaleftturn.

Linda:"Excuseme?"



Lulama:"Youwillbeexcusedassoon

asyougiveusourson."

Linda:"Lalelalawena!(Listenhere

you!)Youwon'tcomehereatmy

hometodisrespectmelikethat,you

don'tknowmeandIalsodon'tknow

you,solet'snotdisrespecteachother

orelseyouwon'tlikewhatyouwill

get."Thehumble'fan'wasgone.

"Nowtakeyourflatassesbackto

whereveryoucamefromandtellthat

spinelessbrotherofyoursthathe's

notgoingtoseehissonuntilIfeel



likeit."

Lumka:"Haysisi

unengxaki,awusafunwa!Shiyeka

mntase!(girlyouhaveaproblem.You

arenotwanted!)Getthatthrough

yourthickskullandstopcausing

unnecessarydramaRha!"

Lulama:"Exactly!Whyareyouforcing

yourwayinsomeone'slife,someone

whodoesn'tevencareaboutyou.

Youaredegradingyourselfasa

woman.Hayawuzithandishame(You

don'tloveyourself.)"



Linda:"Haibo!Ngiyalingwayini?(Haibo!

AmIbeingtested?!)Youhave

insultedmeenough,pleasegetthe

helloutofmyyard!"

Lumka:"Wearenotgoinganywhere

untilyougiveusthechild!"

Linda:"Niyanginyelanina!Akhongane

enizoyitholala,ngabe

ngiyasagana!(Youareshittingme!

Thereisnochildyouaregoingtoget

here,Iwouldbecrazytodothat!)

Yourbrotherthinkshecan



impregnateme,ruinmylifeandleave

metoraisethisbabyalonewhilehe

galavantsouttherewithbitches?!

Never!Heneedstogethisactright!

Theonlywayhecanseehisbabyisif

wegetbacktogetherandthat'sit!"

Yoh!

Lumka:"Youareapsychoyouknow

that!"

Linda:"callmewhateveryou

like,oksalayoyouarenotleavingwith

myson!!NowIsaidgetthehelloutof

hereorelse...."



Lulama:"Orelsewhat?"

Linda:"Youdon'twanttofind

out,trustme."

Lulama:"Maybeyouareusedto

scaringpeoplewiththat,butnotus.

Wearenotgoinganywhere!"

Linda:"Haibosisingiyakukhuza(Iam

warningyou.)"

Lulama:"mxm."



Linda:"Hehe!"Sheclappedoncethen

sheturnedonherheelsandwent

insidethehouse.

Me:"Maybeweshouldleave."

Lumka:"Stopbeingacoward,she's

notgoingtodoanythingtous."I

heardthegateopening.Anelderly

womanmadeherwaytous.

Woman:"Sanbonani?(greetings)"we

greetedback."AreyouLindaor



Nompilo'sfriends?Hayanginazi

kodwanina(Idon'tknowyouthough)"

Me:"NoMah,weareSiphosam's

sisters."

Woman:"Ohhhumkhwenyana."

Lulamascoffed.

Lulama:"Hehake."

Woman:"AreyouwaitingforLinda?

Letmegogetherforyou."She's

beeninthehouseforawhilewhich



makesmeworried.

Me:"Guysweshouldgo."Iwhispered

Lulama:"HaymarnLunathi!"Wewere

sittingonthesideofthehouse,not

farfromthedoor.Themotherwas

abouttoleavewhenwehearda

splashassheturned!

Linda:"Mah!"

L'mom:"Linda!!Ungithelelani

ngamanziwenamarn!(Whydidyou



splashmewithwater?!)"

Linda:"Iamsosorrymom,Ididn't

knowyouwerehere.Bengithi

ngithelalaba(IthoughtIwas

splashingthem.)"

L'mom:"Hayvoetsekmarn!!The

waterisevendirty!!Yazi

uyangijwayelawena!!Zizowashwa

uwenalezimpahla!Rha!Suka

endleleniyam.(Youaregoingtowash

theseclothes!Moveoutofmyway)"

Shepushedheroutoftheway!Linda

lookedhorrified,shemustbereally



afraidofhermom.

Lulama:"Onsecondthoughts,Ithink

weshouldletthelawyersdealwith

this."Shestoodup,whichmeantwe

shouldstandupto.

Linda:"Lawyers?"Wewalkedaway

fromher"Woah!Wait!"Shecatched

uptous."Youcan'ttakemetocourt,

Siphowouldneverallowyoutodo

that."

Lulama:"Thatwasbeforeheknewthe

kindofpsychoyouare."Sheshowed



herherphone."Irecordedour

conversation,I'mprettysurethatmy

brotherandthejudgearenotgoingto

behappyaboutthis.Amother

keepingawayachildfromhisfather

forherownselfishreasons,thejudge

isnotgoingtobeimpressedwith

you."Hermouthwaswideopen.

Linda:"Pleasedon'tdothat!Ifyou

takemetocourtImightneverget

seemychildagain."Lulamaletouta

smirk."Please,I'llallowSamtosee

hischild."



Lulama:"Areyousureyoudon'twant

himtomarryyoufirst?"

Linda:"Yes!"

Lulama:"Perfect!Wewilltakeourson

nowthankyouverymuch."

Linda:"I'llbringhimtomorrow."

Lulama:"Nonow."

Linda:"Okayfine.Givemeafew

minutes."Sheheadedinsidethe



house.

Lulama:"Andthat'showyoudoit!"

Me:"What?Thatwastheplan?"

Lulama:"Yep!"

Me:"Butyouwereallgearedupand

armed,Ithoughtyouwerehereto

fight."

Lulama:"That'swhatIwantedherto

think.Iknewsomehowshewas



goingtodiscreditherself,henceI

recordedourwholeconversation.

ThereisnowayIwasgoingtobeat

upmynephew'smom."Wow!Iam

defeated.

Lumka:"andhereIwasreadytofight."

Ilaughed.

Me:"Youalsodidn'tknowaboutthis

plan?"

Lumka:"No!Ievenwarmedupforthis

fight."Welaughedather!



Lindawalkedtowardsuscarryinga

sleepingbabyandabag.

Linda:"Thereyougo."Shehandedthe

babytoLumkaandItookthebag.

"Whenareyougoingtobringhim

back?"

Lulama;"We'llcallyou."

Linda:"Bu-"

Lulama:"Bye."

Wewalkedouttheyardandwalked



tothecar,thegirlswerehappythat

theirmissionwasasuccess.Iam

sureSiphoisgoingtobeecstaticto

hisson,hewassocute.I'mnot

surprisedthough,theDlaminigenes

aregorgeous.

Wepassedbymyhomejusttocheck

onmybrotherssincewewereinthe

neighbourhood,unfortunatelythere

wasnoonehome,sowedrove

straighttoSipho'shouse.Icouldn't

reallystaybecauseIwasmeetingup

withmyfriends.

○

IarrivedatMac'Dswherewewere



meeting,wewereonastudent

budgetsowecouldn'treallygo

anywhereelse.

Me:"Givememyfoodplease!"Isaid

theminuteIsatdown.

Kay:"Hellotoyoutoo."

Me:"Girl!Iamwaytohungryfor

greeting."Asenathipassedmemy

food,yestheblesseewasalsohere.

"Thankyou!"Iindulgedinmy

burger,theywatchedmeeatuntilI

finished."I'mnotfull."Theylaughed.



Zintle:"Youarepregnant!"Ilaughed

outloud.

Me:"Youwish!"

Kay:"Yes!Thatwouldexplainyou

insistingonuscominghereandnow

youwantanotherburger."Ifonlythey

knew.

Me:"Becauseyouguyssaidyouare

broke."



Ase:"Wewouldhavemadeaplan."

Me;"HowwhenyouandThandazani

arenotonspeakingterms."

Ase:"Eyy!Andhewassupposedto

transfermesomemoneytoday!"

Zintle:"Wenayouarepregnant,insuch

ashortspaceoftimehayyoudon't

wastetimegirl."

Me:"Howdoesonefallpregnant

withouthavingsex.IamnotMary



guys."

Ase:"Woah!Youmeanyou'vebeen

starvingmybrothereversinceyou

gotback?"Haike!

Zintle:"Haywenayoudon'tdothat!"

Me;"Ican'thelpmyself."

Kay:"Whyareyoustarvingthepoor

man?Blueballsmustbekillinghim."

Me:"I'mnotreadytohavesexwith



him."

Zintle:"Ha.ah!Stopactinglikea

virgin."

Kay:"Ifyoudon'tgivethatman

some,he'sgoingtogetitsomewhere

else."

That'sexactlywhatIamafraidof,I'm

scaredthathemightgetsomeoneto

satisfyhisneeds.AtthesametimeI

amafraidthatifIhavesexwithhim

hemightnotbesatisfiedandstillgo

outtheretogetsomeonetosatisfy

me.AttheendIamafraidofgetting



thesameresultsnomatterwhatIdo.

•

•

•

•

•
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°•SIVUYILE•°

SpendingtimewithSipho'schildwas

anextremesport,heistooenergetic

fora2yearold,Ithinkallthesweets

wegavehimmadehimsuperhyper

active!Iwastired,I'veneverhadto

runaroundthehousethatmuch

beforeanditdidn'thelpthatSipho's

housewasmassivewithalotof

corners.BythetimeIwentback

home,mybodywastiredIneededa

hotshower.

Iwalkedinthroughthedoor,andthe



onlythingonmymindwasthat

showerinmyroom.

"Sivuyile."MomcalledasIpassedby

thelounge.Istoppedandsighed

beforegoingtoher.Isatdownona

couchnexttoher.

Me:"Himom."Shesmiled.

Mom:"Hellomybabywho'sbeen

avoidingme."Herewego.YesI've

beenavoidinghereversinceSipho

showedup."Eversincethatboy

arrivedyou'vebeentiedonthehip



withhim,youdon'tcareaboutme

anymore."

Me:"Ohcomeonmama,it'sonlybeen

4days."

Mom:"4daysofyounotcheckingup

onmeandcompletelyavoidingme

likeamastranger."Wow

Me:"Youaretheonewhohas

distancedherselffromthefamily.

Lastnightyoudidn'tcomedownfor

dinnerandIdon'tknowwhy."



Mom:"Ithoughtthatboywasher."

Me:"Siphomom,hisnameisSipho.

Hewasn'ttherelastnight,evenifhe

wasyoushouldhavecameandhad

dinnerwithus.Doyouknowthathe

doesn'twanttocomehereanymore

becausehedoesn'twanttomakeyou

uncomfortable?"

Mom:"That'sagoodthingmos."

Me:"Noit'snotMah.He'sbeena



secreteallhislife,andnowthathe

finallyhasachancetohavea

relationshipwithhisfamilyfreelyyou

aredenyinghimthatchance."

Mom:"Youcan'texpectmewelcome

himopenarms."

Me:"ActuallyIcan.Youwanted

Lunathitodothesame,andIcan't

compareyoursituationtohers

becauseherswastheworstbutyou

stillexpectedhertoacceptSandiand

thepregnancy.Inyoursituationthere

wasnobetrayalinvolved,theonly



betrayalwasdadlyingtoyou.Sipho

didn'tasktobehidden,hedidn'tdo

anythingtoyousoyouhavenoright

tobeangryathimandnotwanttobe

inthesamespaceashim."Shewas

gettingteary.

Mom:"Ican'tbelieveyoumyonlyson

areaskingmetoacceptanother

woman'sson.He'sgoingtotake

everythingawayfromyou.Howdo

youwantmetoacceptthat?"Thereit

is.

Me:"Whatthehellmom?!Isthatthe



onlythingyoucanthinkabout?

Siphosamneedsafamilyandwena

allyoucanthinkaboutisthe

inheritance?Wow!Idon'tknowwho

thispowerhungrywomansittingin

frontofmeis,causeit'sdefinitelynot

mymom."Iwasdisappointed.

Mom:"Doyoublameme?!"

Me:"FYImamaSiphohashisown

shit.AndsodoI!Andhimbeinghere

andbeinginvolvedinthefamily

businessisactuallyagooddamn

thing!ThatmeanIcanfocusonmy



surgerywhilehefocusesonZC."

Mom:"Iamafraidokay!Iamafraid

thatyourdadmighttreathimbetter

thanyou,hemightlovehimmorethan

you."

Me:"Youknowthekindofmandad

is,andyoushouldnevereverdoubt

hisloveforhischildren.Youshould

knowbetter."Shesniffed."Tomorrow

weareleavingforECandSiphoand

hissonarecomingwith,youneedto

getoverwhateverissuesyouhave

overhim."Istoodupandlefther



weeping.

AsIwalkedintomyroom,Iwasmet

byabeautifulsight.Twoofmy

favouritepeoplesleepingonthebed

lookingallkindsofcute.Itookout

myphoneandquicklycaptured

them,thenImadeitmywallpaper.

Afteradmiringmypeopleforafew

minutes,Itookoffmyclothesandhit

theshower.

Iwasenjoyingthehotwaterhitting

mybodywhenIsuddenlyfeltsoft

handssneakinguponmystomach,I

alreadyknewwhoitwas.Iturnedand

peckedonherlips.Wetookashower

together,itwasn'taslongasIwanted



ittobecauseIknewthelongerIstay

intherethelittlewasgoingtowake

up,andIknowshewon'tlikethat.We

gotouttheshowerandwenttothe

roomintowels.

Me:"Youdisturbedmyrelaxation

sessionyouknow."Shegiggled.

Lunathi:"itwasaromanticgesture."I

chuckled.It'samazingthatsheis

comfortableenoughtotakeashower

withme,it'stwoshowersnow.That

meanswearemakingprogress,right?

Iturnedandgrabbedherbythewaist



bringherclosertome.

Me:"Hellobeautiful."Ihaven'tseen

hertoday,whenIwokeupshewas

alreadygoneforcampus.Igavehera

lingeringkisswhichwokeup

feelings,includingacertainbodypart.

Lunathi:"Hellosleepyhead."I

chuckled.

Me:"SoIamsleepyheadbecauseI

decidedtowakeuplateforoncein

myentirelife."Shelaughed.



Lunathi:"Once?!Don'tmakeme

remindyoubhutiplease."Ilaughed.

Me:"Itsaonceoffthing."

Lunathi:"Mmhmmh.Letmekeep

quiet."Iliftedherchinupand

smashedmylipsonhers.Iwas

Frenchkissingher,Ihaven'tdonethat

inawhile.It'salwaysbeenlipsand

notongueinvolved.Thiskiss

definitelygotthelittlemanexcited,

shefeltittoobecauseshewasclose,

shepulledoutofthekiss."Weshould



getdressedbeforethingsgetoutof

control."Iwantthemtogetoutof

control.Irestedmyheadonher

shoulders.

Me:"WhatdoIdowiththis."She

giggled.

Lunathi:"Iwouldhelpyoubutwehave

achildintheroom."

Me:"She'ssleepingandshedoesn't

understandthis?"



Lunathi:"Youareadirtyparent,we

can'tdothat."Ichuckled.

Me:"Ohhh"Igaspedasherhand

toucheduZizi.

Lunathi:"Turnyourbackonthebed."

Shesaidinsexyvoice.Shedidn't

needtotellmetwice.Shegotdown

onherknees,Ithankedthegodsas

sheinsertedZiziinherwarmmouth.I

wasmoaningandgroaningasshe

workedhermagictongueonuZizi,I

knewIwasn'tgoingtolastfortoo

long.AfewsucksandlicksI



explodedinhermouth,IknewI

wasn'tgoingtolast,youcan'tblame

thoughIhaven'thadsomeinmonths.

Thebucketsweretoofull.

Me:"Shiit!"That'sallIcouldsayafter

thatmuchneededclimax.Shegotup

onherkneesandwipedthesidesof

hermouth.

Lunathi:"Satisfied?"Ilookedherand

smiled,ifshehadn'tjustswallowed

mycumIwouldkissherrightnow.

Me:"Morethananything."Shesmiled



andmadeherbacktothebathroom.I

tyremyselfonthebedtryingto

recoverfromthatmarvelousmoment.

"Sivuyilemarn!Getdressed."IforgotI

wascompletelynaked,whydidChulu

havetobeintheroom,maybeIwould

begettingfuckedrightnow.

Me:"Ineedtogathermysenses."

Lunathi:"NotnakedwithChuluinthe

room."Sheissuchamom.Isighed

anddraggedmynakedselftothe

closet.IworemyNikeshortsanda



vest.

Me:"Howlonghasshebeen

sleeping?"Iaskedasshewalkedin

thecloset.

Lunathi:"Nottoolonghey.Ineedto

wakeherupsoonthough,causeifI

don'tshewon'tsleepatnight,andwe

can'ttravelwithacrankybaby."

Me:"Speakingoftraveling,haveyou

packedyet?"



Lunathi:"No."Igaveherthelook."I

wastiredwhenIgotbackfrom

campus,I'llpacktonight."

Me:"MhmIhopeso.Justremember

weareonlygoingthereforthe

weekend,sodon'tbringyourbigbag.

YouknowwhichoneIamtalking

about."Shelaughed.

Lunathi:"Iwasactuallyplaningon

packingallofourclothesinthatbag.

Lessbaggage."

Me:"Okay,aslongasitwon'tbeyour



clothesonly."

Lunathi:"Don'tworry."Shetookouta

dressandworeit.

Me:"Seethisisthedressyoushould

havewornthatnight."

Lunathi:"Youarestilloverthat?"

Me:"No,andIwon'tbeuntilIpunish

you.AndyouknowhowIwillpunish

you."Iwinkedather.Shesmiledand

pushedmeoutoftheway."Ispoketo



mymomandtoldheraboutSipho

comingalongwithus."Wewalked

intotheroomandsatonthecouch.

Lunathi:"Andwhatdidshesay?"

Me:"Ididn'tgiveherachancetovoice

heropinions.Ijusttoldhertosortout

herissues."

Lunathi:"Haynnayourmombaffles

me,Idon'tevenwanttogetinvolved

inherissuesbecausewearestill

tryingtosortoutourown."True

that,henceIalsochosetoavoidmom.



Me:"Yeahneh."Silence."Whendoyou

thinkyouwillbereadytobeintimate

withme."

Lunathi:"Wejustgotintimateafew

minutesago."She'ssmart.

Me:"YouknowwhatImean."Shelet

outabreath.

Lunathi:"Idon'tknow."Silence.

"SivuyileI'msacred."



Me:"scaredofwhat?"

Lunathi:"ThatIwon'tsatisfyyouand

youwillrunbackintoherarms."

Me:"What?That'sbullshit."

Lunathi:"isit?Canyoulookmeinthe

eyesandtellmethatsexwasn'tthe

reasonwhyyoucheated?"Ohshit,do

Ilieortellherthetruth?WhatdoIdo?

"Exactly!Sheknewherwayaround

thebedroomandIdon't,henceyou

cheatedonme."



Me:"That'sbullshitbaby.Yousatisfy

meinallwayspossible.Yeahsure

she-uhmshe."Ididn'twanttohurt

her.

Lunathi:"Youcansayit,weare

clearingtheairrightnowsoit'sbest

tobehonest."

Me:"Okay.Shediddothingsthatyou

didn'tdoinbed,thingsIneverthought

Icouldexperience.Butthatdoesn't

meanyoudidn'tsatisfyme,youdo.I

didn'tstarttheaffairwithher



becauseofthat,itwasbecauseof

mygreedandstupidity.IthoughtI

couldhavethebothofthebestworld,

loveandexoticsexandIwaswrong.

Youareenoughformebaby,andyou

willalwaysbe,yoursexisthebomb

dotcom!Youshouldneverdoubt

yourskillsbecausetheyalwaysleave

mebeggingformoreandyouknow

thattoo."

Lunathi:"Really?"

Me:"Yesbaby.Justthinkingabout

themgetsmeexcited,likenow."She



giggled.

Lunathi:"Iwantyoutopromiseme

thatnomatterwhathappensyou

won'tcheatonme!Promisemethat

youwillteachmewhatyoulike

insteadofgettingitsomewhereelse.

Tellmeallyourfantasiesbaby,Iam

heretofulfilthem."Myheartjumped

withjoy.

Me:"Youcalledmebaby."

Lunathi:"PromisemeSivuyile."



Me:"Ipromisebaby.Iwillneverhurt

youlikethateverinthislifetime."

Lunathi:"thankyou."

Me:"doesthatmeanthegatesare

openedforZizi?"Shegiggled.

Lunathi:"Yes,allgatesareopened."

Me:"All?Asinlikeallall?"She

laughedandhitmyleg."OhhLord!My

wifeisabully!Somebodypleasehelp



me!"Ishouted.Shelaughed.

Lunathi:"Shhhyouwillwakethekid

up."

Me:"Yousaidyouaregoingtowake

herupanyway,soIamhelpingina

way."

Lunathi:"mxm."

Me:"Butyouareabullybabe."

Lunathi:"Iamnot."



Me:"Youare.Likenowyouare

bullyingme,lookmyfeetareonthe

floorwhileyoursareonthecouch."

Scratchthat!Herfeetwereactually

ontopofme.

Lunathi:"That'snotbullying,that's

actuallyyouportrayingagentleman-

likebehaviour."Ichuckled.Ididsay

thatshe'ssmart.

Me:"Yo-"Mwaaaa!Greattheprincess

wasawake.



Lunathi:"ThankGodshewokeupon

herown,Iwouldhavefeltbadfor

wakingherup."Imovedherfeetand

gotuptoattendtothecrying

princess.

Me:"Hellouglymonkey."Ikissedher

cheekshesmiled."Lookathow

prettyyouarewhenyousmiling."

Chulu:"bababa"

Me:"Wait!IsthatbabaIamhearing?

Babeshejustsaidbaba.Ifeel

honouredthatthefirstwordthat



cameoutofhermouthisbabawhich

meansdad."Lunathilaughed.

Lunathi:"ChuluisnotZulu."Shejust

hadtoburstmybubble.

Me:"Youjusthadtoruinmyhappy

momentdidn'tyou?"

Lunathi:"Ihadto,beforeyougotabig

head."Mxm,welaughed.

Me:"Yourmomisjealousbaby."

○



°•BOITUMELO•°

IwashonestlyhappythatIwas

finallyabletovoiceoutmyfearsto

Sivuyileandhewasalsoableto

reassuremeandpromisemetobe

faithful,Ijustprayandhopethathe

staystruetohisword.AfterthetalkI

hadwithmygirlsyesterdayIfeltit

wasbesttogivehimatasteof

somethinggood,hencethesession

aftertheshowerandIalsofeltthe

needtotalktohimafterthegirls

advisedmehaveasitdownwithand

lethimknowhowIfeel,

communicationiskeyright?



TomorrowwewillbeleavingforEC

fortheceremonythattheywillbe

performingforme,fromwhatI've

heardit'snothingbigjustaceremony

thatinvolvesclosefamilymembers.

Mysiblingswerecomingwithof

course,theyaretheonlyclosefamilyI

amleftwithafterall,andmyauntwas

alsogoingtobethereasshewas

representingtheMokoenaelders.I

wasn'treallyexcitedaboutthe

ceremonybutIwashoweverexcited

aboutbeingbackintheXhosa

Kingdomandwakingtotheamazing

view.IzippedupthesuitcaseasI

hadjustfinishedpacking.Ipackedall



theclothesonmyowneventhough

Sivuyilepromisedtohelpme,the

minuteItookoutthesuitcaseand

toldhimtopickouthisclothes,he

wentoutsidetoanswera"phonecall"

whichwasaliebecausehisphone

didn'tevenring,butIlethimbe.

Idecidednottogodownstairsfor

dinner,ImeanifMrsDlaminicando

it,whycan'tI?I'mkidding,Ijust

wantedtogivethemtimeasafamily

totalkthingsthrough.Iknowthey

haven'treallyspokenaboutthisSipho

issueandsincewewereallgoingto

ECtomorrow,theymightaswellsort

thingsouttodaybecauseotherfamily



memberswilldefinitelypickupon

thetension.Isnuggleduptomy

beautifulprincessandclosedmy

eyespreparingtopray.

Iwasinthemiddleofmyprayer

whenIheardthedooropening.

"Baby."Silence,I'mstillpraying.

Sivuyile:"Lunathibaby."Sheshookme.

Iwasfinishingoffmyprayer.

Me:"Amen."Iturnedonmyotherside

andlookedathim."Whyareyou



disturbingmyprayer?"

Sivuyile:"Youwerepraying?Butyou

werelayingonyoursideandquiet."

Me:"everheardofasilentprayer?."

Sivuyile:"Youshouldhavekneeled

thenbaby."Ishookmyheadathis

stupidity.

Me:"WhatdoyouwantSivuyile."

Sivuyile:"Whyareheresleepingwhile



wearedownthereeating."

Me:"I'mgivingyouguysspaceasa

familytosortthingsout."

Sivuyile:"Youarealsopartofthe

family."

Me:"YouknowwhatImean.Sipho's

existencedoesn'treallyaffectingme

likeyouguys."

Sivuyile:"ThenI'malsostayinghere

causeIamdonetalkingaboutthat."



Hewasabouttotakeoffhisshoes.

Me:"HaymarnSivuyile!Youneedto

talkwithyourmomaboutthis.

Tsamaya(Go.)"Helookedatme.

"Hamba(Go)."

Sivuyile:"Fine!Idon'tseetheuse

though."

Me:"Youwillonceyousortthingsout

withyourmom."

Sivuyile:"Ihateitwhenyougetlike



this."Ilaughed.

Me:"Justgo."Hechuckledbeforehe

lefttheroom.

○

Thefollowingmorningwewokeup

andpreparedforthejourney.We

weren'tgoingtoleaveinthemorning

perse,butwehadtocleanuparound

thehousesinceMam'Luvoand

Manxelewerecomingwithus,they

werefromtheKingdomafterallso

thiswasmorelikeaweekendofffor

themtoseetheirfamilymembers.

Everyonewasupandaboutthe



house,exeptforLulamawhowasstill

packing.Asenathiwasnothere,she

sentmeatextmessagetellingme

thatshe'snotcomingwith

us,unfortunatelyherbrothersawthe

textfirst,nowhe'sonhiswaytofetch

her.Itriednotifyingherbutherphone

wasoff,sowhateverhappenswas

noneofmybusiness.

Mr'D:"Alrighteveryone,gogetready

thedriverwillbehereinanhourto

takeustotheairport.Makoti,areyour

siblingsgoingtomeetusatthe

airport,ortheyarecominghere?"



Me:"Theywillmeetusattheairport."

Mr'D:"Alright.Getreadypeople!And

don'tbelate,thisdriverisvery

punctual."

Mrs'D:"WenaTatauzohamba

ngantoni?"

Mr'D:"sizodibanaphambili(wewill

meetattheairport).Ihavesomething

totakecareofattheoffice."



Mrs'D:"USiphoyenauphi?(Whereis

Sipho?)"Woah!

Mr'D:"He'smeetingmeattheoffice,

wewilldrivetogether."

Mrs'D:"OhokaykeTata."Iguessthe

reachedalevelofunderstandinglast

night.

○

°•SIVUYILE•°

Me:"Getdressedsisiwedon'thaveall

daysisi."IwasatAsenathi'sflat,she



knewhowimportantitisforallofus

tobepresentforthisparticular

ceremonyevenhersiblingsare

comingandshethinksshecanstay

behind,why?

Ase:"Idon'twanttogobhuti."

Me:"Whynot?"

Ase:"BecauseIknowhowyouare,you

aregoingtotellobhuti'Spheloabout

thisandyouknowhowtheycanbe."



Me:"veleIwilltellthem."

Ase:"ThenIamnotgoinganywhere."

Me:"Ohyesyouare,evenifitmeans

mecarryingyououtofthisflat."

Ase:"kodwabhutithat'snotfair,I

shouldbeallowedtohaveachoice."

Me:"Notinthisfamilyyouarenot.

Hambohlamba(goandtakeabath)"

Ase:"yohubhuti!"Shedraggedher



feetanddisapperedthroughthe

passage.

Shehasanotherthingcomingifshe

thinksIamgoingtoleaveherhere.I

knowIsaidIamgoingtotellher

brothersabouttheblesser-blessee

situation,butIdon'twanthertodieso

IwillkeepittomyselfIalsohaveto

speaktoSiphoaboutthat.

Afewminuteslatershecameout

dressedandcarryingabag.

Me:"Goodgirl!Masambeke."Itook

thecarkeysandweleft.



Ase:"H1?Whendidyoubuythis?"

Me:"it'snotmine,it'sLungani's."

Ase:"mmmh,Lunganineh."Ididn'tlike

thelookonherfacewhenshesaid

that.

Me:"Eyy!Don'teventhinkaboutit."

Ase:"what?Ididn'tdoanything."



Me:"Mmmmh!"Wedrovealltheway

toTripleT'shouseinsilence,Iwasn't

inthemoodtoconversewithher

becauseIknowifIdid,itwasn't

goingtobepretty.I'mstillmadabout

theThandazaniissue,wedidn'treally

getachancetotalkaboutitbecause

shechosetorunawaybeforewe

wokeup.LunathisaidIshould

approachthismatterwithacool

head,butmyheadisnotcoolright

nowespeciallyafterthisidiothere

triedtostaybackhereinJoburg

whileweareallsupposedtogo

home,howdareshe?

WearrivedatthetripleThouse,they



werejustchillingoutsideanddrinking

beer.

Me:"Ihopeyouareallreadytogo.We

haveaplanetocatch."

Thabang:"Allready.Wejustwaiting

onyou."

Me:"Igotdelayed,Ihadtogopickup

sometrash."

Ase:"Haibo!"



Thabo:"trashentleso?(suchbeautiful

trash.)"Asenathiblushed,what

wrongwithher?Whydoesshelike

menthismuch?

Me:"Where'sBontleandyouraunt?"

Lizwi:"lasttimeIcheckedshewas

tryingtostoptheauntfrompackinga

cookedchickeninherbag."

Thabang:"Apparentlyeveryoneneeds

askhaftinwhenwearetravelling."



Thapelo:"can'tweleaveherbehind?"

Me:"Nowecan't.Doessheknowthat

weareflying."

Thapelo:"shedoes,butshe'sstill

insistingonthechickenandsteamed

bread."Ilaughed.

Me:"We'llmakeaplan."

Thabo:"Itsalreadyonlockdowndon't

worry."



Me:"Canwegoplease,becausemy

dadandSiphowillsoonbe

bombardingmewithphonecalls."

Liziwi:"Sipho?Who'sthatnow?"

Me:"mynewlydiscoveredbig

brother."Isaidwithpride.

Thabang:"Waitwhat?!Woah!Your

dadhasanotherson?How?"

Thapelo:"heobviouslyhassexwith

someoneandthesonwas



conceived."

Thabang:"hayfutsekwena!Youknow

whatImean."

Me:"Werecentlyfoundoutabouthim,

4daysagoIthink?4daysright?"

Ase:"5."

Me:"Yeah5daysago."

Lizwi:"Whereweretheyhidinghim?"



Me:"he'sactuallymydad'sson."

Thabo:"Woah!Anditgetsworse.The

KlngcheatedontheQueen?"

Me:"Fuckno!"

Thabang:"Areyousure?Causeit

wouldexplainyourcheatingway.Le

futsontate."

Me:"Haymarn!It'snothinglikethat.

Siphowasconceivedbeforemymom



wasinthepicture."

Ase:"butsomehowshecan'taccept

him,mmmhmandithule."Sheputher

sunglasseson

Thabo:"Dramainthepalace.Ican't

waitforthisweekend."Mxm.

Me:"There'snodrama.Thegood

thingaboutalloverthisisthatIhave

abigbrother,anddoyouknowwhat

thatmeans?"



Lizwi:"What?"

Me:"Nomorebullshitfromyouguys!

Causehewillfuckyouupwithhis

gun."

Thabang:"andwhodoesn'thavea

gun?Heeh!Dieman!"

Bontleandtheauntcameoutofthe

housecarryingbags.

Aunt:"Thabo!Potlakaolatetseding

dikhwama(Hurryupandfetchother

bags.)Boitumelojustcalled,theyare



alreadyattheairport.

Thabo:"hahwhyme?"

Aunt:"Stopcomplainingandjustfetch

thebagshle!"

Hewentinsidetofetchthebags

whilewemadeourwaytothecar.

Thabocameoutafterafew

minutes,hepackedthebagsinthe

bootandgotinsidethecar.Wedrove

offtotheairportwhilelisteningto

gospel,itwastheaunt'schoice.

•



•

•
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TouchdownXhosaKingdom!Iam

stillamazedbythebeautyofthis

place,Iamnotsurprisedthatthis

placehasbecomeoneofthefamous

touristdestinationsinSouthAfrica,it

isbreathtakinglybeautiful.

Assoonaswearrived,everyone

rushedtowelcomeuswithsinging

andululuating,itwasabeautiful

thingtoexperience.Iwastiredfrom

thejourney,ImeanIhadtowakeup

earlyandclean,thenIhadtotakea1

andahalfhourflight,nottomention

thetwohourdrivetofromtheairport

tohere.Ijustwantedtolayinmybed



andsleep,maybewakeupwhenit's

timefordinner.

Knock!Knock!Iopened,itwasa

womanIdidn'tknow.

Me:"Hello,howcanIhelpyou."She

lookedatme.

Woman:"Iwantedtoseewhat's

takingyousolonginthisroom."

Me;"OhIwasjustabouttorestand

recoverfromthetrip."



Woman:"Haibomakoti,youcan'tdo

that.Nothere.Youareabrideinthis

family,youshouldbegoingupand

downthisyardandhelpingother

womenprepareforthisceremony."

Theregoesmyrestingtime.

"Tshintshasisi,zikulindile

iveg(changesisi,thevegesare

waitingforyou)"

Me:"Ohokaymah."Shelookedatme

onemoretimeandshookherhead

beforeleaving.IwasmadIwantedto

cry,IwassotiredandallIwantedto



dowassleepbutIcan'tnow,orelse

alltheseauntiesaregoingtocome

forme.

Itookmyapronfromthedrawerand

lefttheroom,there'swasnoneedfor

metochangeIdon'tknowwhyshe

saidIshouldchange,becauseIwas

wearingalongdressandmyhead

wascovered.WhenIgotoutsidethe

womanwhowasinmyroomwas

standingnexttoapileofvegetables,

therewasnowayShewasexpecting

metodothisonmyown,wasshe?

Me:"sendilaphaMah(Iamheremah)"



Woman;"Heke!Thesearethebuckets

youaregoingtousewhenyouare

donepeelingthevegetables.Each

vegetablehasit'sownbucket."She

showedmeabunchofbuckets.

Me:"MahamIgoingtodothisonmy

own?"

Woman:"Yes,abanyeomakoti

abakofiki,nguwewedwaokhona(the

otherbrideshaven'tarrivedasyet,you

aretheonlyonewho'shere.)"Shoot

menow."NdingumamuNosikomna(I



amNosiko)IamtheKing'saunt,your

husband'sgrandmother.Youcancall

meGog'Nosi"Ismiledandnodded.

Me:"Itslovelytomeetyougogo."It's

not.

Gog'Nosi:"hekentombi.Nowstart

withthevegetables,wearegoingto

needthemsoon."Inodded,shegave

meaknifethensheleft.Istoodthere

forasecondnotknowingwhereto

startwiththismountaininfrontof

me.Itookthepotatosackand

startedpeeling,whereismysister



andsistersinlawwhenIneedthem.

HowIwishIalsoarrivedlatelikethe

otherMakotis,thisismyceremony

buthereIamworkinglikeaslave,

wherearethemaidsofthispalace?

Maybetheycanhelpme.Ohhyes

there'sone!

Me:"Sorry,hi!Excuseme!"Sheturned,

Iwavedathershecametome.

Maid:"nkosazana(princess)."Iwill

nevergetusedtobeingaddressed

likethat.



Me:"Hi."Isaidwithapolitesmile."I

knowyoumustbebusywith

somethingatthemoment,butcould

pleasekindlyfindmesomeonewho

canhelpmewiththis."

Maid:"Icanhelpyouwiththat

nkosazana,youdon'thavetoask.We

arehereforthat."Ismiled.

Me:"Thankyouuh..."

Maid:"Sine."



Me;"ThankyouSine.Wellyoucango

insideandgrabachairandaknifeso

wecandothis."Shesmiledlightly

beforerushingintothehouse.Thank

Godsomeoneisgoingtohelpme

withthis.Sinecamebackinafew

seconds,westartedpeelingthe

potatoesoveralightconversation,at

firstitwasawkwardbecauseshe

wasscaredofmeandshefeltshe's

notsupposedtohaveafriendly

interactionwithme,butafterI

assuredherthatIamjustanormal

person,theconvostartedflowing.We

spokeaboutthecruelandsweet

auntsofthefamily,theslayqueen



wivesofthecousinsandthemischief

oftheprincesandprincesses.Imust

admitthisDlaminifamilywasalarge

family,peopleinthisfamilysuredo

givebirth.Ievenforgotsomeoftheir

names.

Sine:"Gog'Nosiyenaisnotcruel."Oh

reallynow?"She'sjuststrict,butshe

isasweetheart."

Me:"Could'vefooledme."Isaidina

lowtone.

Sine:"Huh?"



Me:"Ohnothing,I'mjuststressing

aboutthesevegetables.Iwonder

whentheotherMakotisare

coming,theirhandsaredefinitely

neededhere."

Sine:"Hah!Idon'tthinktheywilleven

botherwiththis,maybeLiyemaand

AyakhamightbutI'mnotholdingmy

breathontheotherones."Wow!

"Lookatyoudoingyourwifely

duties."Heplacedhishandsonmy

shoulders.



Me:"I'maperfectmakotineh?"

Sivuyile:"morethanthewordperfect."

Mxm.

Me:"Wherearethegirls?"

Sivuyile;"Ohhtheydecidedtogoto

themalltoshopforoutfitsfor

tomorrow.TheysaidImust'nttellyou

though,soShhh."ThehusbandIwas

given,Ididn'tevenhavetobeghimto

tellmethetruth.



Me:"Hah!Andtheyleftme?"

Sivuyile:"Gog'Nosi'sinstructions."

Wow!AndthenSinesaysthatwoman

isnotcruel."Doyouneedhelp?"

Me:"Yes,canyouseehowmany

thesevegetablesare?"

Sivuyile:"Doyouhaveanextraknife?"

Ishookmyhead."Givemyyours

then."Ihandedittohim.Hetookone

potatoandstartedpeelingit,how



sweetismyhusbandthough?He

wasnotpeelingitproperlythough,but

whocares?Hewashelpinghiswife

inneed.

Hewasonhisthirdpotatowhenhe's

brothercamechargingatus,Lizwi

wasbehindhim.

Sipho:"Wenzaninawena?(Whatto

areyoudoing?)"

Lizwi:"Areyouseriousdude?Youleft

usinthekraaljusttocomehereand

peelpotatoes."



Sivuyile:"What'swrongwiththat?"

Sipho:"Everything!Youshouldbein

thekraalwithothermeninsteadof

peelingpotatoeshere.Uyagebhula

nokugebhula(youarenoteven

peelingproperly.)"

Me:"Leavemyhusbandaloneplease."

Sipho:"Haikehusband,weneedyour

card."

Sivuyile;"Forwhatnow?"



Lizwi:"Weneedtobuymorealcohol

fortomorrowandyourfathersaidwe

shouldaskforyourcardsincethisis

yourwife'sceremony."

Sivuyile:"hayhay!Andinamalimna(I

don'thavemoney.)Goandtellhim

that."

Sipho:"khasapheikhadimarn.(just

give.usthecardmarn.)"

Sivuyile:"Butdadisnotbeingfair,why



mustweusemymoney."

Sipho:"sapha.(give.)"

Sivuyile:"AndIknowyouguysare

goingtobuyexpensiveshiitand

leavemebroke."Theylookedateach

otherandsmiled."Hay!Iamcoming

withyou."

Sipho:"youwerenotinvited.Justsit

downandcarryonwithpeeling

potatoesandleaveustodothe

men'swork."Ishedissingmy

husband?



Sivuyile:"HayIamdone.Inathatha

baby(here,takebaby)"thetraitor

handedmebacktheknife."I'mdone

peeling."Theguyslaughed."BabyI

amsorryneh,butyouheardtheguys

needmyhelp."Thismotherfucka.

"Mba?"HepoutedIlookeddownat

thepotatoinmyhandmakingthe

guyslaugh.Hecan'tbetraymeand

expectmetokisshim,he'scrazy,he

justditchedmeforalcohol.

"Ndakthandavamfaz'wam(Iloveyou

mywife,youhear?)"Mxm.Theyleft.



Sine:"Youguysaresocutetogether."

Ohwow,Ievenforgotshewashere

thewayShewassoquiet.

Me:"Thanks."Ismiledwarmly.

○

Wefinallyfinishedpeelingallthe

vegetables,theotherbridesdidarrive

aboutanhouragobuttheydidnot

bothertocomeandhelpusasSine

hadsuspected.Iwascompletely

finished,mybuttwassorefrom

sittingdownforsuchalongtime.It

wasalreadydarkoutside,wemoved

allthebucketstotherondavellasper



Gog'Nosi'sinstructions.

Gog'Nosi:"Youcanstartcrackingwith

thesaladskesisi.Here'salistofthe

saladsIwant."Shehandedmea

pieceofpaper."OnceyoudoneSine

willshowyouthecoldroomwhichis

whereyouwillputthem."Whyme?I

amquitecertainthatthiswoman

hatesme.Shelefttherondavell.

Sine:"UnfortunatelyIhavetogo

preparetheroomsforourguests."

What?!"Sorry."Shealsoleft.Thereis

nowayIamdoingthisworkalone.I



tookoutmyphoneanddialeda

number.

Bontle:"Punkie."

Me:"Ineedyourhelpinthefarleft

hut."Ihungup.Afewminuteslater

theyshowedup."Chooseasalad

ladiesandlet'sgetcracking."

Lumka:"Haibo,whereareyourfellow

Makotis?"

Me:"Nowheretobefound



apparently."

Ase:"They'reprobablyatmydad's

house."

Bontle:"andtheyarelettingmylittle

sisterdoallthisworkonherown?

That'snotfair."

Me:"Canwejustdothisandforget

aboutpeoplewhoareanothere."

TheymumbledbutIdidnotcareIjust

neededtheirhelp.



Lumka:"Howareyoufeelingabout

tomorrow?"

Me:"Idon'tfeelanythingtobequite

honestcauseIdon'tknowwhat's

goingtohappen."

Bontle:"Iknow.Apparentlytheyare

goingtogiveyouacowasa

forgivenessgift,andyouhaveto

slaughteritInfrontofeveryone.Get

this,ifitdoesn'tmakeasoundwhile

youstickyourknifeinit,itmeansyou

haven'tcompletelyforgiventhe

Dlaminis."



Me:"Iknowbetterthantobelieve

anythingyousay."

Bontle:"I'mserious.Tellherguys."

Ase:"She'stellingthetruth."Aseand

Bontleareliars,Idon'tbelieve

anythingtheysay.

Me:"No.Sivuyilewouldhavetoldme."

Lulama:"Iguesshedidn'twantto

scareyou."



Me:"Wait!They'retellingthetruth?"

Lulama:"Yep."Ilookedatallofthem

theyweresoserious.

Me:"No,Idon'tbelieveyou."

Lumka:"Haike?suityourself.Don'tsay

wedidn'twarnyou."Nahtheymust

bepullingmyleg,there'snowayin

hellIamgoingtoslaughteracow.

WhatdoIknowaboutslaughtering

ananimal?Acowofallanimals.



Wecarriedonwiththesalad

preparation,bythetimeweweredone

witheverythingIwasdogtired.AllI

wantednowwasmybed,Ican

officiallysayIhavehadmyfirstworst

makotiexperience.

Sivuyilewaslayingonthebedbusy

onhisphone.

Me:"Heytraitor."

Sivuyile:"WhatdidIdonow?"

Me:"Youditchedmeforalcohol."



Sivuyile:"theybeggedmetogowith

thembaby."Wow,Iammarriedtoa

pathologicalliar.

Me:"Yeahright.Iamsotired."Itook

offthedressIwaswearingandgot

intothebed.

Sivuyile:"Youlooktired."

Me:"Tellme,what'swrongwithyour

brothers'wives?Noneofthemhelped

outwithanythingtoday."



Sivuyile:"Ayytheyarelikethatvele,

theythinkhighlyofthemselves.They

neverattendfamilyceremonies."

Me:"Thenwhydidtheycometothis

one?"

Sivuyile:"Maybetheirhusband's

forcedthemtocome,sinceeveryone

hastobepresentforthisparticular

one."Iyawnedandnodded.

Me:"Idon'tthinkIamgoingtolike



them."

Sivuyile:"Youwon'tbethefirstone.

Getsomesleeplove,youhavean

earlymorningtomorrow."

○

Ihaveconcluded,Iamthemost

hatedpersonintheDlaminifamily.I

waswokenupintheweehoursofthe

morning,okaynotmealoneSivuyile

wasalsowokenup,butthat'snotthe

point...thepointistheyhateme..We

wereledthroughthedarkto

MaNdeka'shut,shewassittingona

mattressalreadywaitingforus.This



hutwasscary,itwasatrue

sangoma'shut.Myauntshowedupa

fewminuteslater,notlookingpleased

atallmightIadd.

Aunt:"Jowwe!"Sheexclaimedasshe

lookedaroundthehut."Boitumelodid

youbringmeheretomakemea

sacrifice?Ah.ahhleBakoena,areyou

suretheyarejustheretoappeasethe

ancestorsortheywanttokillus?

Maybethat'showtheyhaveallthese

riches.No,getmeoutofhereplease."

AuntMapasekaisalot,thisiswhyI

wasworriedabouthercominghere.



MaNdeka:"Canwebegin."

Aunt:"begin?HowwhenIamnotat

ease."

Me:"rakhadihle(auntplease)"

Aunt:"Keng?Iamnotcomfortable

andIhavetovoicethatout.Iwantto

dieanoutspokenwoman."Sivuyile

laughednexttome.

Me:"Nooneisgoingtodiehere



hle,stopit."

Aunt:"IfwegetkilledhereBoitumeloI

swearIwillmakeyourgraveyardstay

uncomfortable."Lordhelpme.

Me:"Stoplaughing."

Sivuyile:"I'msorry."

Me:"Wecanstartmah."

Aunt:"Heh!"



MaNdekatookoutallthenecessary

thingsthatshewasgoingtoneed.I

panickedwhenIsawarazor,arethey

goingtocutapieceofmyflesh

maybe.

MaNdeka:"Kneel!"Weallkneeled.

"Givemeyourhands."Wedidas

instructed.Sheslightlycutbothof

mywriststwice,alittleblooddripped

intotheplatethathadincenseinit.

Shedidthesamethinggo

herself,Sivuyileandmyaunt.She

tookaredointmentandputitonour

cuts.Shetookamatchandlitthe

incese,hergrowlingsoundswere



slowingbecomingaudibleshocking

myaunt.Shespoketotheancestors

urgingthemtoforgivethemfor

wrongingtheirchosenone,shealso

promisedtokeepmeprotectedand

lovedatalltimes.Sivuyilealsoasked

forforgivenessforhimselfand

thankedthemforchoosingmeashis

wife,healsovowedtokeepmesafe

andlovedatalltimes.

Sivuyile:"nowwhat??"

MaNdeka:"wewait!"



Aunt:"For?"

MaNdeka:"Asignof

acceptance,whichisrain.Ifitdoesn't

rainonceyouleavethishut,justknow

thattheapologywasrejected."

Aunt:"Yoh."Sheclappedonce.

MaNdeka:"butIdon'tseeanyreason

forthemnottoacceptthis

apology,youhaven'tdoneanythingto

upsetthechosenonehaveyouson?"



Sivuyile:"No."

MaNdeka:"Thenyouhavenothingto

worryabout."

Westayedforacoupleofminutesin

thehutmuchtomyaunt'sannoyance,

shewantedtogetoutofthathutas

soonaspossible,butMaNdeka

advisedustostayforafewminutes.

MaNdeka:"Youcanleavenow."

Aunt:"finally.Helpmeup

wena...ntho(You...thingy),Sivuyile."



Sivuyilestoodupandhelpedherup

too,Ihadtostanduponmyownno

helpfromhusband.Myauntwas

quicktoleavethehut,Iwasaboutto

followwhenSivuyilegrabbedmy

hand.

Me:"Whatisit."Hehadaworriedlook

Sivuyile:"Wha...whatifitdoesn't

rain?"

Me:"Itwillrain,stopworrying."He

sighed.



Sivuyile:"Iloveyous'thandwasam."I

blushed.

Me:"Iloveyoutoolover."

Sivuyile:"Let'sdothis."Wewalkedout

ofthehuthandinhand."Nothingis

happening."Wewerewalking

towardsthemainhouse.

Me:"Patiencebabe."Iwasalso

worriedbuttryingtoplayitcool.We

walkeduntilwereachedthehouse



andtherewasstillnorain.Westood

infrontoftheporch

Sivuyile:"Iamdefeated."

Me:"Hey,everythingisgoingtobe

fine.Iforgaveyouandthat'sallthat

matters."Helookeddeepintomy

eyes,Iembracedhiminahug.We

heldontoeachotherforawhile,until

amiraclehappened.Adropfellon

myface,adropofrainwhichwas

soonfollowedbyshowersofrain.

Sivuyile:"Yeeeeeees!!"Heshoutedlike



amanwhohasjustwonalottery.He

peckedonmylipsmultipletimes.

"Ourapologyhasbeenaccepted."He

pickedmeupandspunmein

excitement.

Me:"seeItoldyoutherewasnothing

toworryabout."Itisgoingtobea

wonderfulday.

○

°•SIVUYILE•°

Todaywasthehappiestdayofmy



lifeeversincetheaccident.The

ancestorsandmywifehaveforgiven

meproperly,andallisgoingtobewell

now.

Iwassittingbehindtherondavellwith

mybrothersandtheMokoena

brothersjusthavingacasual

conversationoverdrinks.

Thabo:"Nomorecheatingonmy

sisterwenaorelsethatlittlefistfight

weoncehadwillbenothing

comparedtowhatIwilldotoyou."

Me:"relax!Iwon'tdoitagain."



Sihle:"Howlongdidittakeherto

forgiveyou?"

Me:"Don'tevenask,itwastoolong."

Sipho:"Sheshouldhavewaitedat

leastayearbeforeforgivingyou."

Me:"Ayear?"

Sipho:"Yes.Andhaveasidenigga

duringthatyear."



Me:"ThenIwouldbelockupfor

murderrightnow."Theylaughed.

Sipho:"Howdoyoucheatonthat

naweSivuyile?"Ilookedwherehe

waspointing,mywomanwaswalking

pastwithatrayofmeatlookingas

beautifulasever.

Me:"Dudestopcheckingmywife

out."

Thapelo:"Iwasabouttosaythesame

thing."



Sipho:"Ohchill,Iwasjustadmiring

God'screation.BesidesIhavemy

ownwoman."

Me:"Youdo?Ithoughtyoudidn't

haveagirlfriend."

Sipho:"Ididn'tvele,wejustofficialised

everythingyesterdaybeforeIcame

here.Soyoucanrelax,I'mnotafter

yourwife."

Me:"Iknowyouarenot,evenifyou



wereyouwouldn'tsucceedbrother."

Welaughed.

Sphelo:"Uzithembileneh?"

Me:"NahItrusther."

Sihle:"Icheatedonmywife."Hesaid

randomlywhiledrinkinghisbeer.Me

andmycousinswereshocked

becauseSihleisMrGoodygoody,he's

whatyoucallaperfectguy.

Zolani:"Wait!What?!"



Me:"You?WenaSihlecheated?Hay

nothedevilisaliar!"

Thabang:"Whyareyouguysshocked?

Guyscheatallthetime."

Sphelo:"Yeah,butnotguyslikeSihle."

Sihle:"WellIdid,andIthinkaminlove

withthegirl."

Lizwi:"Ahh!"



Thabo:"Rulenumber1ofcheating

bro,neverfallforthesidepiece."

Sphelo:"asinever!"

Sihle:"Ican'thelpmyself.Doyou

knowthatwhenAyakhafoundout

abouttheaffairshedidnotreact?

Sheactedlikeeverythingisnormal

andcarriedonwithherlife."

Me:"Maybeshecriesinprivate."

Sihle:"Shedoesn't.Shedoesn'thave



timeforanythingthathastodome

withme,whichisthereasonwhyI

cheatedinthefirstplace.Shedoesn't

lovemeanymore."Hehadablank

expressiononhisface."Youguys

areluckytohavewivesthatcare

aboutyou,Idon'tknowhowawife's

lovefeelslike.Appreciateyourwives

allthetime."Heraiseduphisbeer

bottle.

○

°•BOITUMELO•°

I'vebeenmovingupanddownthis



yardsincemorning,luckilyI'vefinally

foundtimetojustsitandrelaxwith

mygirls.

Me:"Iamsodonewiththisplace,can

weleavealready."Theylaughed."I'm

serious,Ididn'tknowthatthisfamily

hassomanyrudepeople."

Bontle:"Tellmeaboutit.Iguesswe

metthebetterhalfonyourwedding."

Me:"Iamnotimpressedshame.Isit

toolatetogetadivorce?"They

laughedagain



"Divorce?Eh.ehngwanaka(nonomy

child.)Nodivorceforyou.Ifyou

divorcewhereamIgoingtogeta

traditionalceremonythathas

champagne?"Thatwasmyaunt.

Me:"I'mjo-"

Aunt:"Shhhh!Wenayoujustneedto

maintainthismarriagebyimproving

yourskillsinthebedroom,wecan't

affordtoloseourconnectiontosuch

afamily."Shethoughttheywantedto

killherawhileago,nowshedoesn't



wanttoloseanyconnectionwith

them.

Me:"Hawurakhadihaveyouforgotten

thattheywantedtomakeyoua

sacrificeafewhoursago?"Ipulled

herleg.

Aunt:"Allthathasbeenwashedaway

bythischampagne!Pleasemy

daughter,dowhateveryourhusband

saysyoumustdo.Phelathisisthe

lifeIwasmadefor,andnowIam

experiencingitallbecauseofyour

marriage.Makesureyouholdonto



thismarriage."

Me:"Becauseofthewealth?"Iasked

himjokingly

Aunt:"Yousaiditmygirl!Otshwere

lottomo.(You'vehitthejackpothere.)

AndIheardthatheoncecheatedon

you,cometomewenangwanakaI

willteachallthatyouneedtoknowin

thebedroom,Ipromiseyouhewill

thinktwicebeforegettinginbedwith

anotherwomanagain."OhmyGod!

LulamaandLumkawereinstitches.

"Letmegoandgetanotherbottleof



champagne."Sheleft.

Bontle:"ImaginedadusedtosayI

takeafterher!Haynonever!"We

laughed."Sheistoomuchshame."

Lulama:"Hehelookwho'stalking!"

Bontle:"Iamnotevenclosetobeing

likethatyoh."

Lumka;"Yeahright!"Welaughed.

•

•
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3WEEKSLATER

°•BOITUMELO•°

Thepast3weekshavebeensmooth

sailingforallofus,meandSivuyile

werestillworkingonour

marriage,andnowehaven'tbeen

intimateasyetsimplybecausehe

hasn'tbeenaskingforsex.Hesaid

wewillhavesexwhenthetimeis

rightforme,Iamalsostillworkingon

buildingmyconfidence.Siphohas

kindoftakenovertheZCcompany

whileSivuyileisfocusingmoreonhis

surgery,whichisbringinghimmore



moneythanexpected...Isawthe

surgery'sfinancialstatementontop

ofhisstudydeskandIdecidedtogo

throughit,he'sgettingalotofmoney

forastartupbusiness,butthat's

noneofmybusiness,right?

Lulamafinallydecidedtogobackto

herfamilyandfixthingswithher

husband,whichwaslongoverdue.

Lumkaalsomovedbacktoher

flat,sinceherbrotherhascompletely

healed.

Todaywasthe25thofNovember,it

wasChulu's1stbirthday.Iwasso

excitedthatmybabyhasgrownso

much,eventhoughshewasstilllazy



towalk,butatleastshecanstandup

usingthetableasasupportsystem.

Herfirstclearwordshesaidwas

"mama"whichgotmeandSivuyile

arguing,wellnotreallyarguingbut

debatingoverit.Hestillbelievedthat

Chulu'sfirstwordwas"baba"which

isdadinisiZulu,IarguedthatChulu

isnotZuluandshedidn'tevensay

"baba",hewasjustjealousthat

"mama"wasourbaby'sfirstword.I

wasworriedthoughthatittookher

solongtosaythebasicwordslike

'mamaordada'butMrsDlamini

assuredmethatit'snormalbecause

Sivuyilealsotookaslong.



Ifinishedmyexamsaweek

ago,whichgavemetimetofocuson

theplanningofChulu'sparty,Iwas

gratefulthatthischildhadworking

auntswhowerewillingtopay

whateveramounttomakeitaspecial

day,Istilldon'tgetthefussaround

1stbirthdays,Imeanthesepeople

won'tevenrememberitoncetheyare

grown...butwhoamItocomplain?

Notwhilethisonehasdramatic

aunts.

Everythingwassetfortheparty,the

decor,thecakeandfoodwerealready.

IdecidedtogofortheSofiaTheFirst

theme,she'saprincessandsois



Chulu,itmakessense.

Theguestsstartedarrivinginbulk,

youhowsmallkidsneedtobe

accompaniedbytheirparentstoa

partymos,soIhadtomakeprovision

fortheoldies.

Siphowalkedinhandinhandwitha

veryprettypetitewoman,ontheother

handhewasholdinghissonwho

immediatelybrokefreewhenhesaw

meandrantome.

Me:"Heyboyboy."Heshookhishead

pretendingtobesad."Ohhheybig

boy."Henoddedwhilesmiling.I



pickedhimup."Imissedyou.Didyou

missmetoo?"Henodded.That's

howwealwayscommunicate,Iask

questionandhealwaysanswerwith

hishead,unlesshe'sinthemoodto

talk.He'sacleverchildthough,Ihear

hedidn'ttakelongtostarttalking.

Siphoandhisladyfinallyreached,a

ladywhowasnotLindabytheway.I

putSphadownandherantothe

groupofkids.

Sipho:"Whydidn'tyoutellmethat

adultshadtowearagown."I

chuckled.Hewasmockingme.



Me:"Youmusthavemissedthe

memo,it'snotmyfault."Helaughed

andwesharedahug.

Sipho:"HowareMrsDlamini."

Me:"Tiredandsonotreadyforthis

party."

Sipho:"soamI.Somanykids?Where

didyougetthem?"

Me:"Askyoursistersassoonasthey



gethere,theywereresponsiblefor

distributinginvites."

Sipho:"Iwouldn'tbesurprisedifthey

postedthisonInstagram."We

laughed,theladyclearedherthroat.

Shelookedabitfamiliar."Ohhhthis

ismyladyLusandaMbokazi,Baby

thisistheladyofthehouseLunathi

Dlamini."Shesmiledandgavemea

handshake.Lusanda?Don'tIknowa

Lusanda?Andshelooksfamiliar.

Lusanda:"NicetomeetyouLunathi."



Me:"Likewise."

Lusanda:"aren'tyouabittooyoungto

ownsuchamassivehouse."I

chuckled.

Me:"Igetthatalotyouknow.BhutiI

needtogoandchange,yoursisters

promisedtogethereearlybutas

alwaystheyarelate,soyouarein

chargeofeverything."

Sipho;"Hah!Where'sSivuyile?"



Me:"Hesaidhe'sgoingtobuyadult

beverages."

Sipho;"withoutme?"

Me:"Ahhdon'tbesad,Itoldhimtogo

withoutyou."

Sipho:"ExcusemeMrsDlaminiare

youtryingbreakmeandmybrother

up?"

Me:"Thatwouldgivemesuchapiece

ofmindifyouguyswouldbreakup."



Welaughed.

Sipho:"Don'tworryI'lltakecareof

thingshere.UncleSiphotothe

rescue."

Me:"Andnosweets!"Theyalways

giveSphaandChulusweetswhen

theyarebabysitting.

Sipho:"Hawu!HowamIsupposedto

getthemtolikeme?"

Me:"Figureitout.I'msureLusanda



herewillhelpyouout."

Lusanda:"ohhno,Idon'tknow

anythingaboutkids."Ohhhkay.

Sipho:"where'smissparty?"

Me:"Don'tcallmydaughterthat."

Sipho:"it'sherpartymos."

Me:"she'sgoingtomakeagrand

entrance."



Sipho:"Iwonderwho'sideathatwas."

Me:"Youknow.Letmego."Iturned

onmyheelsandrushedintothe

house.

AssoonasIgotintomyroomI

quicklychangedintomyoutfitand

wenttothespeciallady'sroom.

Mam'Luvo:"tshin

sisi,awusemhle(Wowyoulook

beautiful)"Ismiled.



Me:"Thankyoumah.Hellobaby."

Chulu:"mama!Mama!"Shewasso

excited.Ipickedherupandkissed

hercheeks.

Me:"HappyBirthdaysweetheart.You

arejoingthepartyrightmah?"

Mam'Luvo:"ofcoursesisi.We'llbe

downinasec."Inoddedthenleft

withmyprincess.WhenIstepped

outsideSivuyilewalkedstraightto

me,hedidn'tlookhappy.



Me:"Youareback.What'swrong?"

Sivuyile:"Whatisshedoinghere?"

Me:"Who?"

Sivuyile:"Lusanda.Whoinvitedher

andhowdidsheknowaboutthis

party?"

Me:"Lusanda?Ohhhshe'sherewith

Sipho."



Sivuyile:"What?!That'shisgirlfriend

hecan'tstoptalkingabout?"

Me:"yep."

Sivuyile:"Noitcan'tbe."

Me:"Howdoyouknowher?"

Sivuyile:"NevermindIsaidanything."

Me:"Wait!"Hehadalreadyleft."We

aregoingtohaveagrumpydaddy

today."



Thepartyfinallystartedwhenthe

familyarrived.Thekidswereeating

andandplayingwithgamesthatwe

hasprovidedforthem,alsojumping

onthejumpingcastles...Asenathi

andKaywerealsopartofthekids

becausetheywerealsointhejunping

castle.Wetookahundredsof

pictures,Lumka'hired'a

photographer,buttheyweretoocosy

withhimwhichwassuspicious.

Soonthekiddiespartywasdone,it

wastimefortheadultstohavetheir

moment.Everykidleftwithaparty

pack,justtothankthemfortheir



presence,theyleftwiththeirparents

andonlyclosefriendsandfamily

wereleftbehind.

Ase:"Iamsotired."

Me:"Notmorethanmspartyhere."

Ase:"haska,khathazweyinna

lo?(Mxm,whatmadehertired.)All

shedidwassitonthatchairofher

andstuffherfacewithwhateverwas

infrontofher."



Me:"Shewasposingforthe

camera,thatshitistiringashell."

Ase:"Mxm.Sowhatdoyouthinkof

Bhut'Sipho'sgirlfriend?"

Me:"She'spretty."

Ase:"Idon'tlikeher."

Me:"Youdon'tknowher."

Ase:"Idon'thavetoknowhertonot

likeher.Idon'tknowKhloe



KardashianbutIadoreher."

Me:"Itsnotthesamething."

Ase:"Itis."

Me:"Letmegoputmybabytosleep,I

don'thavetimetoarguewithyou."

Ase:"CauseyouknowIamright."

Me:"mxm.Spha,comebaby."Hetook

myhand,wewentupthestairs,with

Chulurestingonmyshoulder.



"Bringthemthisside,Iwillsleepwith

themtonight."

Me:"AreyousureMah?"

Manxele:"yesntombi.Youaregoing

tomakenoisewithyourfriendsso

theyhavetobeclosesoIcanhear

themcry."

Me:"Theroomsaresoundproofnje

mah."



Manxele:"whichisexactlywhythey

needtobeclosetome."Ismiled

Me:"Okay,ifyouinsist."Wewentto

herroomandIplacedChuluonthe

bedcauseshewasalreadyasleep.

Sphaontheotherhandwasjust

beingstubborn,hewassleepybuthe

didn'twanttosleepforwhatever

reasononlyknowntohim.Afew

walksaroundtheroomworkedlikea

magic,hewassoonfastasleep.I

placednexttohissisterandplanted

akissonboththeirforeheads,Isaid

goodnighttoManxelebeforeleaving

theroom.



"Leave!"

Me:"What'sgoingonhere?"Istopped

onmytrackswhenIsawSivuyile's

handgrabbingLusanda'sforearm,it

wassuspicious.

Sivuyile:"Heybaby."Hequicklyletgo

ofherforearmlettingmyimagination

runwild.Hecametome."Iwasjust

welcominghertothefamily."Whyis

helying?CauseIheardhimclearly

tellinghertoleave.Isthishis

sidechick?



Me:"I'llaskyouagainSivuyile,howdo

youknowher?"

Lusanda:"Iam-"

Sivuyile:"Justgetthefuckoutof

here!!"Ididn'twanttocauseascene.

Shelookedatmewithasmilebefore

sheleft.

Me:"What'sgoingonhereSivuyile?"

Sivuyile:"Nothingbaby."



Me:"Areyoucheatingonmeagain?"

Sivuyile:"What?Ofcoursenot!That's

absurd!Whywouldyoueventhinkof

that?"

Me:"Ohhlet'ssee,becauseyouwere

standingwithawomannexttoour

room,awomanwhoyouareclear

uncomfortablewithherpresence

here.WhatelseamIsupposedto

think?"Hepulledmeintotheroom

andclosedthedoor.



Sivuyile:"Iamnotcheating."

Me;"Thenwhywereyoutellinghereto

leave?!Whatareyouhiding?"

Sivuyile:"Iwasjusttellingherthatif

shedoesn'thavegoodintentions

aboutSiphosheshouldleave,Iwas

beingaoverprotectivebrother."I

lookedathim."Iwouldnevercheat

onyoubaby."Hepushedmetowards

thedoorthenheloweredhislipsto

mine,ourlipsmovedinsyncasour

tonguesdancedwitheachother.He

pulledoutafteraminuteorso,Iwas



stillyearningformore.Hetookmy

handandplaceditonhisharddick.

"Thisisallyoursbaby."Iwasflushed.

Inodded."Ifyouwerenotwearing

jeansIwouldbeeatingyououtright

now."WhyamIwet.Damnjeans!

Me:"Icantakethemoff."Hechuckled.

Sivuyile:"Wecan'tleaveourguests

unattended."

Me:"They'renotguests.Theyare

comfortablemorethanweareinthis

house."Hechuckledagain.Hekissed



meagain,bittingmylowerlip.

Sivuyile:"Let'sgo."Mxm.Howdoes

heexpectmetoentertainpeople

whileIamthishorny.

Me:"Youaresoboring."Helaughed.

Sivuyile:"Youarethefirstpersonto

saythataboutme."Hemovedme

fromthedoorbeforeopeningit.We

walkedouttheroomandwenttojoin

theothers."Tonight,it'smeandthat

ass."Hespankedme.Igiggledabit

embarrassedbecausewewere



alreadyintheloungewhereeveryone

wassitting.

Lizwi:"respectusplease.Youcan'tbe

spankingourlittlesisterinfrontof

us."Sivuyilelaughedandgrabbeda

beerandsatdown.

Sivuyile:"Comeandsitnexttodaddy

baby."Heheldouthishandforme.

Thabang:"Haymarnwena!"We

laughed.Iwenttositnexttohim,he

peckedonmycheek.



Ase:"worsekuthweniyaxabanake

phaphezulu(theysaidyouare

arguingupthere.)"

Sivuyile:"Whosaidthat?Ohhhmxm."

Themba:"Iexpectedtoseeagrumpy

Sivuyilecominginhere."

Lungani:"IthinkwhateverLunathidid

togivehimthathard-oncalmedhim

down."OhGodthenoticed.Theguys

laughed.



Sivuyile:"Whatwereyoureyesdoing

onmydick?"

Thabang:"Canwestoptalkingabout

mysister'ssexuallife."

Sipho:"Wehaven'tevenstartedmos.

Sivuyilewhichpositiond-"

Mybrothers:"Haymarn!"Everyone

laughed.

Thapelo:"IswearIamgoingtoshoot



someonetonight."

Lizwi:"NotbeforeIdo."

Lungani:"Thenyouwillloseyour

badge."

Bontle:"Don'tworryIwillshootthem

foryoubaby."

Theguys:"Wooooooo!"

Lulama:"Howromantic."Welaughed.



Lumka:"Lusandayoulooklike

someoneIknow,don'tIknowyou

fromsomewhere?"

Lusanda:"Idon'tthinkso,Iwasinthe

statesforawhile."

Ase:"Explainsthefakeaccent."She

sippedonherdrink.

Sipho:"Bekaobotywala(putthat

alcoholdown.)Goandpouryourself

somethingwithnopercent."



Ase:"That'swater."

Sipho:"Exactly."

Ase:"Yohuxolokebhuti(sorrybrother)

Iwillkeepquietfromnowon."

Sipho:"Goodblessee."Ohwow!

Lulama:"Whatwereyoudoinginthe

states?"



Lusanda:"Ohuhm...I..."

Sipho:"Shewasdoingnoneofyour

business."

Thabang:"Theyarejusttryingtoget

toknowtheirnewsisterinlaw,why

areyoubeingdefensive?"

Lumka:"it'snotinlawasyet,let'snot

claimplease."Theguyslaughed.

Sipho:"That'sit!Babeweareleaving."



Sivuyile:"Goodidea."Ilookedat

him,heshruggedhisshoulders.He's

hiddingsomethingfromme.

Lulama:"Calmdown,shedidn'tmean

itinabadway.Wejustwanttohave

agirlschatwithher."

Lungani:"Wearealsoheresoitwon't

beagirlschat."

Lumka:"Usathandaindabanangoku

wena?(Youstilllikenewsevennow?)"



Lungani:"Mxm."

Zintlewalkedinlookingdifferent,she

wasfollowedbyThabo.Ididn'teven

noticethathewasnothere.Ihope

theywerenotfuckinginmyhouse!

Ayanda:"zangeneey'nkulumadoda!"

Theguyscheered.Boysareso

childish,wellinthiscasethey'remen

whoareactinglikeboys.

Thabo:"Stopit."IgaveZintlealookas

shewenttositnexttoAsenathiwho

wasalsolookingatherin

disappointment.Ifshereallydid



sleepwithThaboasIam

suspecting,thenIamtruly

disappointedinher.

Themba:"HehZintleuphi

uBarbie?(WhereisBarbie?)Ihaven't

seenherinawhile."

Ayanda:"Areyoukeepingtabsonher

na?"

Themba:"Who?Me?OnBarbie?Never

inamillionyears!"



Bontle:"Mmmmm!"

Themba:"What?Iamjustasking

abouther."

Zintle:"She'sinCapeTown,she's

tryingtogetherbusinessoffthe

ground."Everyoneburstin

laughter,expectforme,Zintle,Sipho

andLusanda.

Thabang:"She'stryingtodowhat?"

Helaughedagain.



Thapelo:"Whatbusinessisthat?

Prostitution."OhGod!Theylaughed

again.

Me:"That'snotnice."

Zintle:"No!It'sactuallyamodeling

agencyforyourinformation."

Themba:"ohhhshe'spimpinggirlsout

now?Ohhokay."Theylaughedagain.

Lungani:"Itsbetterthanher

prostututingherself."Theywerestill



laughing.What'swrongwiththese

guys.

Sipho:"Iamsolost.WhoisBarbie?"

Thapelo:"Sivuyile'syin."Theylaughed.

"SheisSivuyile'sexwife,areallife

Barbiegirl."

Lungani:"Lastnumberyamaslay

queen."

Zintle:"Mysisterisnotaslayqueen!"

O-kay.



Bontle:"HaiboZintlegirl!Youare

teamBarbienow?"Iwasalso

surprised.

Zintle:"She'smysister,whyareyou

talkingshitabouther."

Lizwi:"Thabogetyourgirl."

Thabo:"Hayshe'snotmygirl."Eyy

san.Sivuyilenudgedme,Iamnot

gettinginvolved.



Lungani:"AsIwassayingkeSni-

Sipho.ShemarriedSivuyileforhis

money,andwhenheaskedfora

divorceshetriedtoextorthimforhis

assets.Youcan'ttellmethat'snota

slayqueen."

Sipho:"Throughout."

Lungani:'Thankyou!"Theyclicked

theirbottles.Zintlestoodupclearly

angry.Shewalkedout.

Lumka:"Don'tforgetyoubag!"What's

wrongwithher?



Lizwi:"Aren'tyougonnagoafterher?"

Thabo:"No."Hesippedonhisbeer.

WTF?Mybrotherisanassehole.I

stoodup"oyakae?(Whereareyou

going?)"

Me:"Tocheckonmybestfriend."

Thabang:"Mxm."Iwalkedout.Iwas

abouttoexisttheloungewhenshe

shootpastmepushingmeinthe

process.



Zintle:"Thabotakemehome."

Thabo:"Askies?"

Zintle:"Takemehome!Now!"Haibo.

Thabo:"Hehe!There'ssomething

calledanUBERsisi.Requestaand

stopactinglikeyoucameherewith

me."

Zintle:"Wow!IseehowmuchImean

toyou."Sheturnedandwalkedout



bumpingonmeagain.

Me:"WhatdidIdo?"

Thabang:"Waphapha,that'swhatyou

did."Theylaughed.Mxm.

Ase:"Iwasabouttofollowher,but

aftershepushedNathiIsatright

backdown.ThankGodIamnotthe

onewhostoodupfirst,youtookone

fortheteamNathi."

Iwentbacktomyseat.



Lulama:"Whatthehelljust

happened?"

Me:"I'malsoaskingmyselfthesame

thing."

Lulama:"Hawu,IthoughtZintlewas

alsoanti-Barbie.Andthennow?"

Lumka:"Metoo."

Bontle:"Youcan'texpecthertobe

anti-Barbiewhenshe'sdoingthe

exactsamethinghersisterdid."



Lumka:"Whichis?"

Bontle:"Fuckingotherpeople'smen.

AndwenaThaboIsurehopetheday

Slindilefindsoutaboutthisshe

leavesyoursorryass.Whycan'tmen

keepitintheirpants?!Leyatena

marn!(Youareannoying.)"

Lulama:"Saythatagain!"

Lungani:"Don'tattackallofus

becauseofThabo'sinfidelity.Some



ofusdon'tcheat."

Themba:"Yeahright."Theylaughed.

Bontle:"I'vebeentellingyouThaboto

stopfuckingwiththatMsomigirl."Ah

Zintlehasbeenreducedtoamere

Msomigirl."Ifyoudon'tloveSlindile

thenleaveherthefuckalone,she's

tooyoungtobedealingwithyour

bullshit."

Lulama:"Zintledoesn'talsorespect

herself.SheknowsThaboisina

relationshipbutshekeepson



openingherlegsforhim."

Bontle:"Whatdoyouexpectfroma

Msomi."

Me:"Ah.ahBontle.Zintleisnothing

likeThandiwe.Thaboistheone

who'sleadingheron."

Thabo:"Hellno!Zintleisanadultwho

knowswhatshe'sdoing,andshe'sin

arelationship."

Me:"Ohwow!Youguysaredi-"



Thabo:"Arewhat?"Yoh.

Me:"Letmegothrowtheseaway."I

stoodupquicklyandstartedpicking

uptheemptybottleonthetable.

Lusanda:"Letmehelpyou."Ohshe's

stillhere.Shepickedupafewbottles

andfollowedmetothekitchen,we

puttheminsideablackdustbinbag.

Sheaskedforaglassofwater,I

pouredforher."Sohowoldareyou?"

Random.



Me:"Iamturning19nextmonth."

Lusanda:"Mmmh."Ididn'tlikethat

mmmh."Andyouarealreadyalady

ofthehouseandmotheringtwo

kids?"

Me:"onlyone.Sphastayswithhis

mom,I'msureyouknowthat."

Lusanda:"Buthespendsmostofhis

timehere?"

Me:"Nonotreally."



Lusanda:"Soyouarethatlittlebaby

girl'smother?"

Me:"Yes."Ilookedather.

Lusanda:"What'shername?"Whythe

suddeninterest?Didsheseethe

cake?

Me:"Chulumanco."Shesmiled.

Lusanda:"Happiness?That'sanice

name.Younamedher?"



Me:"Iwould.Herdaddid,Ikinda

namedherMoratuwa..."

Lusanda:"ShehasaSothoname?"

Me:"Yes."Shetriedtohidehershock

asIlookedather.

Lusanda:"Ohhh.Youguyslooklikea

happyfamily."Ismiled.

Me:"Weare."Shefakedasmileand

nodded.



Lusanda:"Nicehousebytheway."

Me:"Thanks."

Lusanda:"Letmegetbacktothe

group."Inodded.Sheturnedandleft.

Thatwasweird.Thesuddeninterest

onChuluwasweird.Whatifsh-Wait!!

Couldit?!No!Ifshewasshewould

havesaidsomethingright?Ineedto

askSivuyile.

○

Thenightwasover.Ourguestshave



finallyleft,wellnotallthem.His

friendsaskedtotalktoSivuyile,soI

leftthemandcameuptomyroom.I

neededtoknowwhothisLusanda

ladyis,ifit'swhoIthinkitisthenwhy

didn'tshesayanything?Sivuyile

knowssomething,andIknowexactly

howtogetthetruthoutofhimsince

hisbeingshady.

Icouldherehimwalkingtowardthe

roombecausethedoorwasopen.

"Woah!"Hestoppedonhistracksas

hesawme.



Me:"Closethedoorlover."Heclosed

itquick.

Sivuyile:"Hah!"Hewasatalossof

words.Icalledhimusingmyindex

finger.

Me:"Likewhatyousee?"Henodded.

Hegrabbedmywaistandgavemea

lingeringkisswhichleftme

breathless.

Sivuyile:"I'vebeenwaitingforthis

momentformonths."Hesaid

gaspingforair,Igiggled.



Me:"Takeoffyourclothes."

Sivuyile:"Withpleasure."Hetookoff

hisclothesuntilhewascompletely

nakedlikeme.

Me:"Lookwhocametotheparty?"I

strokedZizi-ashecallshim.

Sivuyile:"Mmmmh!"

Ipushedononthebedandclimbed

onhim.IkissedhimwhilegivingZizi

ahandjob."Ohshit!"HesaidasIsat



onZizi.

Me:"Youlikethat?"

Sivuyile:"Yes!"HegroanedasImoved

inaslowpace."Shit!Iloveyoubaby!

Youaremyworld."Iwasuppingthe

pace.

Me:"WhoisLusanda?"

Sivuyile:"What?"Imovedfasterhe

groanedloudly."Damn!"



Me:"WhoisLusanda?"Istopped

moving.

Sivuyile:"Don'tstopbabyplease."I

movedslowlyinacircularmovement.

Me:"WhoisLusanda?"

Sivuyile:"SheisSipho'sgirl.Shit!!"I

wasmovinginasteadypace.

Me:"Beforethatwhatwassheto

you?"Iwasalsofeelingthe

pleasure,butIwasonamissionI



couldn'taffordtomoaninpleasure.

Sivuyile:"Nothing."ItwerkedonZizi

anduppedmypaceagain,Icouldn't

helpbutmoanto."Don'tstop!Don't

stop."

Me:"TellmewhoLusandaisandI

won'tstop."Imovedashegroaned.

"IssheChulu'sbiologicalmother?"

Noresponse.Imovedfasteragain.

"Ahhhh!AnswermeorIwillstaaaap!"

Sivuyile:"Mmmhyes!Yessheis!"

That'sallIwanted."Waitbaby,why



didyoustop?"Igotoffhim"where

areyougoing?"Igrabbedmygown

onthebedsideandworeit.He

jumpedoffthebedasIstoodup.He

stoodinfrontofmewithhisrock

harddickondisplay."Woah!"

Me:"MoveSivuyile."

Sivuyile:"Butbaby..."

Me:"Aren'tyoutiredofsecrets??"

Sivuyile:"Whatsecretsnow?"



Me:"Whydidyoutellmeabout

Lusandatheminuteyousawher?"

Sivuyile:"IwasgoingtotellyoubabyI

swear."

Me:"When?!"

Sivuyile:"Tomorrow."Iheldmestillas

Iattemptedtoleave."IsweartoGod.

Ididn'twanttoruinourdaughters1st

birthday.Iknewyouweregoingto

wantmetotelleveryonewhoshe



is,andthatwasgoingtocause

unnecessarydrama,youknowhow

mysistersare."

Me;"Don'ttheyknowthatshe'syour

ex?"

Sivuyile:"Idon'tthinkso.Theymight

havemethersomewherearound,only

Themba'smomhasmetherthrough

me,andshelooksdifferentnow.

TheyknowthatIhaveanexnamed

Lusandawho'shusbandkidnapped

LumkaandThandaza,buttheydon't

knowthatLusandaisChulu'smom,if



theyfindout,allhellisgoingtobreak

lose."

Me:"Youneedtotellthem!"

Sivuyile:"Iwill."

Me:"Iamserious!Tomorrow!"

Sivuyile:'"trustmeIwill."

Me:"Howdidn'ttheyrecogniseher?"



Sivuyile:"LikeIsaidshelooks

differentnow.Ithinkshegotsome

workdoneonherface."

Me:"Asinplasticsurgery?"

Sivuyile:"shefixedherfeatures."

Me:"ohhthat'swhyshestilllooksa

bitlikeChulu."

Sivuyile:"Notheydon't."

Me:'Isaidabit.Ialsowanttodomy



nose."

Sivuyile:"Canwetalkaboutthislater.

Zizineedssomeattention."Ican't

believehewasstillhard.

Me:"Ineedtousethetoilet."Iwas

pullinghisleg.

Sivuyile:"Hah!"Ilaughed.

Me:"I'mkidding."

Sivuyile:"Yougotjokesneh?"He



pushedmeonthebedandgotontop

ofme.
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Awonderfulmorningitistoday.Iam

veryhappybecauselastnightIwas

thoroughlyserviced,Iwasreminded

ofwhatI'vebeenmissingouton.

Sivuyile:"Morningbaby."Iblushed

Me:"Morninglover."Wekissed.Itook

myphonefromthebedsideand

checkedonmyWhatsAppasSivuyile

madehiswaytothebathroom.There



wasnothingfromZintle,therewasa

textfromKayandAsenathi.

"Whatthehellisgoingon?Whydid

Zintleleavethegroup?"-atextfrom

Kay.Sheleftthegroup?Whatthehell?

"Checkyourbestie'sstatus."-

Asenathi.Iimmediatelyviewedthe

statuses.Zintle'sstatuswasallabout

fakefriends,allthosequotesyouget

aboutfakefriends,shepostedsome

ofthat.Iwasreallyconfusedasto

whatisgoingonwithher,firstthe

outburstfromlastnight,nowthis?I



don'thavetimetodealwithallof

this,ifshewantstoactlikeachild

thensobeit.

Sivuyile:"Whoruinedyourmorning?"

Me:"Justchildishgirls'stuff."He

chuckled.

Sivuyile:'Tellmemore."

Me:"ItsZintle,she'sactingup.Sheleft

ourWhatsAppgroupchatandnow

she'sbusypostingaboutfakefriends.



Ididn'tevendoanythingtoherlast

night,ifanythingItriedtobeafriend

toher."

Sivuyile:"shereallyshockedmelast

night.Imeanshealwayscontributed

whenyouguystrashed

Thandiwe,nowallofasuddenshe's

growingaconscious."

Me:"Hayakedikenenna(Iamnot

gettinginvolved.)"

Sivuyile:"She'syourbestfriend,you

shouldbebothered."



Me:"OfcourseIambothered,she's

callingmeafakefriend."

Sivuyile:"maybeshewasn'ttalking

aboutyou."

Me:'Heh!Youdon'tknowhowgirls

rollwenaneh."

Sivuyile:"Tryandfixthingswithher."

Me:"HowwhenIdon'tevenknow

whatIhavedonewrong?IfanythingI



amtheonewho'ssupposedtocall

herafakefriend."

Sivuyile:"Justtalktoherandgetto

thebottomofthis."

Me:"No."Igotupfromthebedand

mademywaytothebathroom.

Sivuyile:"Youaresostubborn!"I

laughed.Itookaquickwarmshower.

Sivuyilewasstillinbedgoingthrough

myphone,forGodknowswhat.Iwent

intotheclosetandchangedintomy

sweatpantsandacroptop,itwas



goingtobeachilleddayforme.

Me:"Areyoudonegoingthroughmy

phone?"Iheldoutmylefthand.He

lookedatitforawhile."What?"

Sivuyile:"Something'smissing."I

lookedatmyhand.Hegotupfrom

thebedandwenttothecloset

leavingmeconfused,Isatdownon

thebedandwaitedforhim.Hecame

backafewminuteslaterwithhis

handbehindhisback."Tada!"He

openedhishandrevealingmyring.I

laughed."Whatisit?Whyareyou



laughing?"

Me:"I'mjustthinkingaboutthatday

youdecidedtosurprisemewitha

boxofcondoms."Welaughed."Were

youthatdesperateforsex?"We

laughedagain.

Sivuyile:"Canwefocusonthis

momentpleaseandforgetaboutthe

embarrassingpast."Ilaughed.

Me:"Okay."Icomposedmyself."So?

Areyougoingtoaskmetomarryyou

again?"



Sivuyile:"Hellno!Givemeyourhand."

Ihelditouttohim,heputonthring

onmyfinger."Thereyougo!Perfect!

Rightwhereitbelongs."Irolledmy

eyes.

Me:"Thisisnotromanticatall."

Sivuyile:"Itis."Mxm.

Me:"Wellthankyouforgivingme

backmyring."



Sivuyile:"Promisetonevertakeitoff

again?"

Me:"Onlyifyoudon'tgivemea

reasonto."

Sivuyile:"Iwon't.Ipromise."We

sharedadeepkiss."Iloveyou."

Me:"Iloveyoumore."Hepeckedon

mylipsmultipletimes.

○

2dayslater,Istillhaven'tspokento

Zintle,she'sbeentakingjabsatme



throughherstatuses.I'vetriedtoact

likeIwasnotbothered,butIwas.It

hurtswhenyourfriendyou'veknow

almostallyourlifecallsyouafake

friendforsomethingyoudon'tknow.

Aschildishasthisfightis,Istillhad

tosortthingsoutwithhersheismy

bestfriendafterall.

Me:"Youarereallynotcomingwith

me?"

Ase:"No.Ididn'tdoanythingmos."

Shepagedthroughthemagazine.



Me:"ComeonAse,she'sangryatthe

bothofus."

Ase:"Ididn'tdoanythingtoher.

Hambawedwasisi(Goalonesisi)"

Me:"Please?Forme?"Shelookedat

meforawhile.

Ase:"Fine!Onlybecauseyouare

annoyingmewiththebegging."

Me:"Yeeey!"



Ase:"Sowherearewemeetingher?"

Me:"Atherhouse."Shesighed.

Ase:"Wearedrivingourselvesthere

right?"

Me:"Ican'tdrive."

Ase:"Ican."

Me:"Doyouevenhavealicense?"



Ase:"whatdoyoutakemeforkanti?"

Me:"Letsjustgo.TaketheCruze

please."

Ase:"WhatifIwantedtheRange?"

Me:"Haike!Don'tstarttroubleplease."

Shelaughed.

Ase:"Chill."Iwenttothedrawertoget

thecarkeys,Ithrewthemather.

"Let'sgosortthischildishmessout."

Saythatagain.Wegotintothecar



anddroveofftoZintle'shome.

Ase:"Whatifshesetsdogsonus?"

Me:"Therearenodogshere,and

pleasestopwithyourwhatifs."She's

beenspeculatingonwhatZintleis

goingtodotouswhenwegettoher

house.

Wewalkedinsidetheyardandwent

tothefrontdoor."Youknock."

Ase:"Uphambene(youarecrazy.)

Theydon'tevenknowmeinthis



house."Mxm.Iknockedonthedoora

fewtimesuntilMrMsomidecidedto

openthedoor.

Me:"San'bonababa(greetingssir.)"

Hegreetedusback.Hewashappyto

seemeasalways,hetoldusthat

Zintleisinherroom.Iledthewayto

theroomassinceIknewit."Knock

knock?"Iwaswonderingifshewas

goingtoopen.

Ase:"Whatifs-"

Me:"Shutup!"Iwhisperedback.Afew



secondslaterthedooropened."We

comeinpeace."Isaidwithasmile.

Shelookedatmeunfazed.

Zintle:"Saywhatyouwantandleave

please,youaredisturbingmypeace."

Ase:"Aibosisi,what'swiththe

attitude?"

Zintle:"Getoutofmyhouse."

Me:"Zintlecomeon,wejustwantto

talk."IgaveAsenathiawarning



eye,sheshruggedhershoulders.

Zintle:"Youhavefiveminutes."

Me:"What'sgoingonZee?WhatdidI

dotoyou?"

Zintle:"Ithoughtyousaidyouwanted

totalk,notaskquestions."Haibo

Me:"Zintletalktomebabe,tellme

whatIdidtohurtyou?"

Zintle:"Ifyoudon'tknowwhatyoudid



thenwhyareyouhere?"

Ase:"Tofindoutwhatwentwrong?"

Zintle:"Wellyoucametothewrong

place.I'veneverbeenonetorelive

thepast."

Ase:"Hehakesisi!"Sheclappedonce.

Zintle:"Yourfiveminutesisup,please

leave."

Me:"ZeeYoudon'tmeanthat."



Zintle:"Closethedoorbehindyou

please."Mymouthwaswideopen.

Ase:"masambeNathi(let'sgoNathi.)"

IlookedatZintleonemoretimeas

tearswelledupinmyeyes,sheplayed

withhernailsandignoredme.Ihad

nochoicebuttoleavetheroom.

Me:"Whatjusthappenedinthere?"

Ase:"She'sjustgoingthroughsome

stuff,shewillcomearounddon't



worry."

Me:"Zintlehasneverbeenonetoshut

meout.Shetalkstomeaboutabout

everything,soifshewasgoing

throughsomethingshewouldhave

toldme."

Ase:"Sulilanaweyuuh(don'tcrymarn)

Youwillgetyourbestfriendback."

Me:"Whatifudon't?"Sheshrugged.

Asenathihasneverbeenagood

comforter,IneededKayatthis

moment.Iwasbeyondthewordhurt.



Losingafriendhurts,butlosingabest

friend,onewhowaslikeasisterto

youistheworst.Ithurtsmorethan

breakingupwithaboyfriend.Iwas

losingmybestfriendandithurtnot

knowinghowtofixthingswith

her,thingsjustdrasticallychanged

betweenus.IknowIfeltherpulling

awayfrommethepastfewweeks

butitdidn'tthinkitwouldleadtoher

cuttingmeoffjustlikethat.

Ase:"Whatdoyouwanttodotocheer

youup?"Ishookmyheadwhile

wipingmytears."Stopbeingacry

baby,uzabuyauZintlewethu(Zintle



willcomeback)she'sjustbeingextra

fornoreason.Maybeshe'sPMSing."

Ohwow!"Aike!Andizuhlalanesmumu

mna(Iamnotgoingtositwitha

mute.)Iamtakingyoubackhome

andIamgoingtoseemyman."Ijust

lookedoutsidethewindowandpaid

nomindtoher.Wedrovethecarin

silence,justthemusicfeelingupthe

atmosphere.

WhenwegothomeIgotoutthecar

assoonassheparked,Irushedinto

thehouse.

"Woah!Whereareyourushingto?"He



heldmyhand.

Sivuyile:"Heyyy.Whyareyoucrying?

Whohurtyou?"Asenathiwalkedin.

"Asenathiwhatdidyoudotomy

wife?"

Ase:"Haibo!Me?Shejustbrokeup

withsomeone."

Sivuyile:"What?Youweredating

someoneLunathi?!"Ididn'thavetime

forthis.Iyankedmyselfoutofhis

gripandrushedupstairsleaving

Asenathitoexplaintohimwhat



actuallyhappened.Igotintomyroom

andthrewmyselfonthebedand

criedmyeyeballsout.Thishurts

morethanitdidwhenwehadour

firstseriousfallingoutingrade5.I

don'tunderstandwhatisgoingon

withher.

"Baby,areyouokay?"

Me:"I'llbefine."Isniffed.Heclimbed

onthebed.Imoveduptohimand

laidonhischestwhilehisarmswere

aroundme.



Sivuyile:"Don'tworryyourselfabout

uselessthingsmylove.OnceZintleis

readytotalkandsolvethingswith

yousheknowswheretofindyou."

Me:"IthurtsSivuyile.Zintleislikemy

sister,andIdon'tlikefightwithher."

Sivuyile:"Giveherspace.Maybeshe

hasagoodreasonforactinglike

this."

Me:"IfanythingI'mtheonewho's

supposedtobeactinguponherafter

whatshedid,butIchosenottoandI



movedonfromthat."

Sivuyile:'Shhh,it'sokaybaby."

Westayedinthesamepositionfora

fewminutesincompletesilence,only

mysniffsweremakingasound.

Me:"Where'sAsenathi?"

Sivuyile:"Inthedinning.Itoldherto

stayfordinner."Ikeptquiet."Iwant

totellthemaboutLusanda."

Me:"Good!"



Sivuyile:"ahh,youarenotevengoing

toaskmeifIamsureIwanttodo

this?"

Me:"thishastobedone.Iamtiredof

secretsSivuyile,andthat'sallthisyear

hasbeenabout,secrets."

Sivuyile:"Youareright.Iamjust

worriedaboutwhatthisisgoingtodo

tomyrelationshipwithSipho."

Me:"Itisgoingtobeawkwardsince



he'sdatingyourexwhohappensto

bethemotherofyourchild."

Sivuyile:"Don'tremindmeplease."

Me:"Doyoustillloveher?"

Sivuyile:"Who?Lusanda?Hellno!"

Me:"Thennothingisgoingtoruin

yourrelationshipwithyourbrother."

Sivuyile:"Youareright.Ijusthaveyo

assurehimthatnothingisevergoing



tohappenbetweenmeandthat

woman,plusIdon'twanther

anywherenearmydaughter."

Me:"wellthat'simpossiblesinceshe's

goingtobeherequiteoften."

Sivuyile:"Noshewon't.Shedoesn't

haveanyrelationshipwithpeople

whostayheresothere'swillbeno

needforhertohangaroundthe

house."

Me:"Siphoisalwayshere."



Sivuyile:"andhewillcomealone,not

withthatwoman."

Me:"mmmhasazi."

Ihopetherewon'tbeanydrama

tonightatthedinnertable.Iamjust

hoppingforgoodvibesandagood

conversationjusttoforgetaboutthe

Zintlesaga.

○

°•SIVUYILE•°



Sensitive!That'stheperfectwordto

describemywife.Ican'tbelievea

merechildishfuedbetweenherand

herbestfriendhadherintearsand

stuff.ImeanifIwasherIwasjust

goingtoletthingsbeandjustmove

onwithmylife,butthenagainIam

notafemalesoIdon'tknowhow

thingsworkintheirregion.I

remembergrowingupwithmy

sisters,I'veneverseenthemcrying

overafailedfriendship,notevenonce,

ormaybeit'sbecausetheywere

friendswithguysandyouknowguys

havezerodrama.

Speakingofmysisters,Iamworried



abouthowtheyaregoingtotakethe

Lusandanews.ForSipho'ssakeI

hopetheywon'tbedramaticaboutit

causeitlookslikethebigbrotheris

smittenbythegirl,thelastthinghe

needsishissistershatingthe

womanheloves.

Boitumelowasinthekitchencooking

dinnerwithAsenathi,Iwasinthe

loungewatchingthesportschannel.I

receivedacallfromLuzuko,Ihope

andprayhedoesn'tneedmyservices.

Me:"PleasecallThemba,yoh!"He



chuckled.

Luzuko:"mxm.Iamnotcallingabout

that."

Me:"Whatdoyouwantke?"

Luzuko:"Whyareyousogrumpy?Did

Idisturbahotsessionbetweenyou

andthemadam?"

Me:"WhatdoyouwantLuzuko."He

laughed.



Luzuko:"Nahman,Carloswantsto

meetwithyou."

Me:"Carlos?Why?Ishesickor

something?"

Luzuko:"Apparentlyit'snotbusiness

related."

Me:"Idon'tevenknowhimthat

well,whywouldhewanttomeet?"

Luzuko:"Idon'tknow,I'mjusta

messager."



Me:"When?"

Luzuko:"Tonight,around7?"

Me:"Ican'tdotonight,Ihave

somethingimportanttodo.Maybe

tomorrow."

Luzuko:"Sho,I'lllethimknow."

Me:"Alrightthanks."



Luzuko:"Nowletmegoenjoymyse-"

Me:"Fuckoffbruh!"Helaughed.I

hungupwhilelaughing.Thephone

callleftmeconfused,Carlos?Why

wouldhewanttomeetwithme?I've

barelyheldadecentconversation

withthedudeandnowhewantsto

seeme?Iwonder!

Thedinnertablewassetandmy

sisterwereallheresittingonthe

table,wewerejustwaitingonSipho

toarrive.



Lumka:"Iwonderwhat'stheoccasion.

Phelayouguysdon'tlikehostingus."

Me:"Don'tlie,youalwayseathere."

Lumka:"HahVuvu,eversinceImoved

backtomyplaceI'veneverhad

dinnerhere."

Me:"Iamsureyourplaceisfilledwith

takeaways."

Lumka:"Youknowmetoowell."She

rolledhereyes.



Lulama:"KantiwhereisSipho?Am

hungryashell."

Ase:"Youarealwayshungry."

Lulama:"ndakuqhwabawena!(Iwill

slapyou.)"

Ase:"Hawu!Fortellingthetruth?Hay

sisiphola."

Lulama:"Mxm."Lunathiwalkedin

withabowlofdessert,shewasn't



alone,ShewasfollowedbySipho.My

smileimmediatelydissapperedwhen

IsawLusandabehindme.

Ase:"Ithoughtthiswasafamily

dinner."Shewhisperedloudlyforus

peoplearoundthetabletohearher.

Lulama:"I'malsosuprised."

Sipho:"Heyguys.SorryIamlate."He

pulledachairforhisladybefore

sittingdownnexttoher."Ihopeyou

guysdon'tmindIbroughtaguest."



Lumka:"Wecansee.Asurprise

guest."Sheletoutanawkwardgiggle.

IthoughtIspecificallytoldSiphothat

thiswasafamilydinnerandIhave

somethingtosharewiththem,why

thetellwouldhebringLusandahere?

WhatifIdon'twanttosharemynews

withher,didn'thethinkofthat?

Sipho:"sheinsistedoncoming."

Ase:"nosurprisethere."Sherolledher

eyes.Asenathiclearlydidnotlike

Lusanda,IamprettysureafterItell



themwhoshereallyissheisgoingto

hateher.

Wedishedupinsilenceandateinthe

samesilence.

Sipho:"Whyareyouguyssoquiet?

Youareneverthisquiet."

Ase:'Tablemanners."

Sipho:"sincewhen?Khanimeninina."

Helaughed.

Lulama:"Lunathiwhenwasthelast



timeyouspoketoZintle?"Iguess

shewastryingtobreakthe

awkwardness.

Lunathi:"Canwepleasenottalkabout

her."Shamemanmypoorcrybaby.

Lulama:"Ohokay."Wefellintothe

awkwardsilenceagain.

Ase:'HehLusandad-"

Sipho:"Sisi!"



Ase:"Ohh.SisiLusanda."She

emphasised."Didyoudoyournose

jobbackintheUS?"Lunathichoked

onherdrink.

Lunathi:"OhmyGodAsenathi."

Ase:'What?Ijustwanttoknow."

Lusandafakedasmile.

Lusanda:"Itsokay.Ididn'tdoanose

job.Thisismynaturalnose."

Ase:"Ohmybad."Weallsippedon



ourwines.Asapersonwhoknows

Lusandaverywell,shedidgetanose

job.Idon'tknowwhyshe'slying

aboutit.

Lumka:"Sowhereareyoufrom

Lusanda."

Lusanda:"OhhI'mfromPort

Elizabeth."

Lulama:"Whatdoyoudoforaliving?"

Lusanda:"RightnowIamstilljob



hunting,I'vebeenstrugglingwith

gettingajobeversinceIcameback."

Lunathi:"andwhenwasthat?"

Lusanda:"3monthsago."

Lunathi:"August,Isee."Iwonderwhat

she'sthinkingabout.

Ase:"Wheredidyouandbhutimeet?"

Sipho:"Whydidn'tanyonetellmethat

thiswasgoingtobeaninterview



dinner."Welaughed.

Lulama:"Wearejusttryingtogetto

knowournewestadditionabit

better,kalokuwenayoudidn'tgiveus

achancethelasttimeshewashere."

Sipho:"Haikecarryon."

Lusanda:"Hahbabe,Ithoughtyou

weregoingtorescueme."

Sipho:"Sorrybaby."Theylaughed,he

tookherhandandkissedit.My



brotherwastrulysmitten,howdoItell

herthatheissmashingthesamegirl

Iwassmashingandendedup

knockingherup?Orthatherpsycho

exkidnappedhissister?Idon'twant

tostealmybrothershappinesscause

hegenuinelylookshappy.

Ase:"Howlongwereyouinthestates

for?"Iguesssheforgotabouther

firstquestion.

Lusanda:"Mmmh,7or8monthsI

think."



Ase:"andyoualreadyhaveanaccent?

Haythathagirl!Icoulduseyourbrain

whenIamstudyingformyexams

yazi."

Lusanda:"meaning?"

Ase:"unentlokoethambilesisi."She

fakedasmile

Lusanda:"thankyou."

Lunathi:"now'sthetimetotellthem."

Shewhisperednexttome.



Me:"Notyet."Iwhisperedback.I

couldfeelhereyesonme,butIdared

nottolookather."Howarethings

goingatZCbhuti?"Ichangedthe

subject.

Sipho:"it's-"

Lunathi:"Ohcomeonnow,wedon't

wanttolistentoyouguysgoingon

andonaboutbusiness.Wearestill

tryingtogettoknowLusanda,right?"

Thegirlsagreed.



Lumka:"Wedon'twanttohearabout

yournewboringdealsplease."

Lunathi:"SoLusanda,doyouhaveany

miniyous?"Lusandalookedathera

bitconfused."KidsImean."Who's

childisthis?

Lusanda:"Ohhkids...ohuhm.....not

really....yeah."

Lulama:"Whichoneisit?Notreallyor

yeah?"Ohshit!



Me:"she'sChulu'smother!"Iblurtit

out.

Them:"What?!!"

Sipho:"Woah!Whatdoyoumean

she'sChulu'smom?Whatdoesthat

makeLunathiifshe'sChulu's

mother?"

Me:"She'sthebiologicalmotherof

Chulu."

Sipho:"No!"



Me:"I'msorrybroh,it'sthetruth."

Lusandalookedatmepissed.

Sipho:"whydidn'tyoutellmeabout

thisyesterday?!HuhSivuyile?"

Me:"Iwantedtookay!ButIcouldn't!I

didn'twanttoruinthemood!"

Sipho:"Soyoucaredmoreaboutthe

moodthantellingmethatIam

fuckingyourbabymomma?!What

kindofstupidityisthat?!"



Sivuyile:"I'msorrymkhuluwa."That's

allIcouldsay.

Sipho:"Andwenawhatdoyouhaveto

sayforyourself?"

Lusanda:"Iwasgoingtotellyou,inmy

owntime."Shehadtearsinher

eyes,howdramatic."Sivuyileyouhad

norighttogoabouttellingmy

businesslikethat!"

Lunathi:"excuseyou!Thisisabouthis



daughter,hesurehashellhaveevery

righttotellthemaboutthis."

Lusanda:"shutupmarnwena!This

hasnothingtodowithyou!"

Ase:"Rha!Awucingikaloku!"

IlookedatLumkaandLulamathey

werebothstillshocked.

Sipho:"whenwereyougoingtotell

me?Youliedtomeandsaidyou

don'thavekids!!Whywouldyoudo

that?!"



Lulama:"causeshe'sahorrible

motherthat'swhy!"Shefinallyspoke.

"Shelefther1montholdbabyatthe

doorstepexpectingSivuyiletotake

careofher!WhatdidSivuyileknow

aboutbabies?!Youareaselfish

humanbeing!Youdisgustmemarn!"

Shespit.

Lunathi:"Whydidn'tyoucomeand

checkuponherwhenyoucameback

fromthestatesatleast?"

Lusanda:"Justshutup!Iamstill



talkingtomyman."

Lulama:"That'sallyoucareaboutvele!

Amadoda!Idon'tknowwhetherto

giveyouabitchslapforabandoning

mynieceortopunchyouforgetting

mysisterkidnapped."

Sipho:"What?!"

Lulama:"Yes!Thishoeofyourswas

marriedtoapsychoticgangster,she

cheatedonherhusbandwithSivuyile

evenafterbeingwarnedbyher

friends,herhusbandthendecidedto



kidnapLumkaandThandazaaspart

ofhisrevengeplan!"

Lusanda:"Ididn'tknowaboutthat,I

sweartoGod."

Lumka:"Butyouknewthatyour

husbandwasapsycho,yetyou

carriedonsleepingwithmybrother

endangeringhislife!"

Lusanda:"Healsowantedme!Iwas

nottheonlyoneatfault."



Ase:"NowonderIdidn'tlikeyoufrom

thegetgo."

Lumka:"Ifeellikeslappingyouso

hardrightnow."

Lunathi:"Nonoguys.Canwejustsit

downandtalkaboutthiscalmly."

Lulama:"HayiMotherTeresa!This

bitchneedsaslapthatwillbringher

backtohersenses."

Ase:"Hayunesbindisisi!(Youhave



guts!)Youcometothishouseacting

likeMissinnocentyetyouknowvery

wellthatyouleftababyhere?!Hay

ungcolileshame!(Youarecruel).A

disgracetowomen!"

Lusanda:"SiphoIamsorrybaby,can

wejustgohomeandtalkaboutthis

properlyplease."

Sipho:"Iamnottheonewhoyouowe

anapologytoo.Youoweittothat

littleupstairsthatyouabandoned.

Youalsooweittomysister."



Lusanda:"Ididn'tknowmyex

husbandwasgoingtokidnapher.I

havenothingtodowithher

kidnapping."Shetriedtoholdhim

Sipho:"Getoffme!"Heroared."Ican't

evenbaretolookatyourightnow.

Youdisgustme!"Hepushedthechair

andstoodup.

Me:"Woahbhuti.Arewecool?"He

lookedatme.

Sipho:"Wewilltalk."That'shopeful

right?"Masambewena!(Let'sgo



you!)"Lusandaquicklystoodupand

followedSipho.

Ase:"Aibosisiwearenotdone

talking!"Theyweregone."Hayguys

niyamyeka?Areyoureallygoingtolet

hergetawayjustlikethat?"She

seriouslywantedtofight.

Lunathi:"Eyyoulikeviolence."

Ase:"UthulekewenaMaria."

Lunathi:"FirstIammotherTeresa



nowIamMaria?Haynoguys."They

laughed.

Lumka:"Don'tworrywenamntase

tomorrowisstillanotherday.She's

goingtopayforthepainshecaused

thisfamily."

Ase:"Good!That'sthespiritwena

siswam(youmysister.)Sheneedsto

paytoapointwhereshewillneedto

getanothernosejob!"Theylaughed.I

couldn'tjointhem,Iwasworried

aboutmybrother.Hewassoangry

whenhelefthere.Eventhoughhe



saidwewilltalk,Idon'tthinkwewill

fixthingsalmostimmediately.Iam

surehe'sangrythatIdidn'ttellhim

aboutLusandaimmediately,butinmy

defenceIdidn'twanttoruin

everyone'snight.Iwasgoingtotell

himeventually.

Lulama:"Wenahowlongwereyou

goingtohidethisfromus?"

Me:"Iwasn'tgoingtohideit.Iwas

goingtotellyouaboutit

tonight,henceweinvitedyouguys

herefordinner."



Lulama:"Howlonghaveyouknown

thatsheisback?Konawhydidyou

lieaboutChulu'smombeingaone

nightstand?"

Me:"Thedayoftheparty.AndIlied

aboutChulu'smombecauseIdidn't

wantyouguystohatemydaughter."

Lumka:"youthoughtwewouldhate

herbecausehermotheristhatthing?

Hayuphambeneshame(Youat

crazy.)Chuluisourfleshandblood,

wewouldneverhateoneofourown."



Me:"Iknow."

Lulama:"Youshouldhavetoldus

kodwanaweVuvu,justtoavoidall

thisdrama."

Ase:"Nowwhat?Bhutiisdatingyour

ex,andkeshamethat'sanono."

Lumka:"Ohplease!Thatrelationship

isoverIamtellingyou."

Ase:"Areyousure?Bhutiseems



takenbyMissbotchednose."They

laughed.

Lulama:"Didyouseeitthough?It

lookedawful."

Lunathi:"Ithoughtshewasoneof

thoseTLCpatients."Theylaughed

again,Ijustchuckled.Yeah,my

familyischaotic!
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"Thatwasadramaticdinner."Isaid

asIgotinbed.



Sivuyile:"Areyousurprised?"I

snuggleduptohim.

Me:"Notreally,Iwasjusthopingthag

foroncetheywon'treactinthat

manner."

Sivuyile:"Hah!Iwish."Ichuckled."Do

youthinkSiphotookthiswell?"

Me:"Idon'tknowbabe,heseemed

prettyangryandhurtwhenheleft."



Sivuyile:"Iknow.Hehasn'tevencalled

meyetandwealwayscalleachother

beforewegotobed."Ichuckled

Me:"Istillfindthatveryweird."

Sivuyile:"nothingwrongwithbrothers

showingeachotherappreciation."

Me:"YeahIknow,butyoudon'tcall

yoursisterseverynight."

Sivuyile:"Youknowhowtheyare,I

wouldhavenightmareseverynight."I



laughed."Siphoistheonewho

startedthiswholecallingthing.At

firstIfounditweirdtoo,butnowIam

usedtoit."

Me:"Maybehe'stooexcitedabout

havingabrother.Didhegrowupas

anonlychild?"

Sivuyile:"Idon'tknowhey,henever

talksaboutthefamilythatraised

him."

Me:"Hedoesn't?That'sweird."



Sivuyile:"Ormaybehe'snot

comfortableasyet."Idon'tthinkso.

Me:"mmmhmaybe."

Sivuyile:"EnoughaboutSipho

now,timetogetdowntosome

seriousbusiness."Hewentdownto

myneckandsuckonit,Igiggled.

Me:"Stopit."Igiggled."Iamstillsore

fromlastnight."Turnsoutifyou

spendalotoftimenothaving



sex,youvirgingetstightagain,who

knew?Lol.Plusitdidn'thelpthatthis

manwashavingatimeofhislifewith

mybody.

Sivuyile:"Icankissitbetter."Igiggled

somemoreashislipslandedon

mine.Wesharedaslowdeepkiss.

Hegrabbedmyboobandgaveita

squeeze,Imoaned.Hemovedthe

handtomytighs,slowlymovingitup

thethighuntilhereachedmy

paradise.Mylegsautomatically

openedwide,hestartedrubbingon

mycastleslowlywithmypantieson.I

wascompletelyturnedon.Hebroke



thekissandgotonhisknees.He

pulledmedownandheldmyknees

upbeforetakingoffmypanty,he

sniffedit."Damn!"Hewentdownon

mekissingmyinnerthighswithhis

wetlips,untilhereachedmycastle.I

moanedoutloudasIfelthislips

comeincontactwithmyvirginallips.

Imissedhavinghisheadstuckin

betweenmylegs.

○

°•SIVUYILE•°

Theannoyingsoundofanalarm



wokemeupfromthedepthofmy

sleep.Ihatewhoeverinventedthis

noisything,whatwasheorshe

thinking.Iwokeupandkissedmy

sleepingwife'scheek,shegetsto

sleepalldaybecauseshe'sdonewith

herexams,whileIhavetogotowork

anddealwithannoyingpatients.As

muchasIenjoymywork,Istillenjoy

lazingaroundthehousewithmywife.

Ithinknotgoingtoworkformonths

mademelazybecausewakingup

thispastweekhasbeenastruggle.

Igetoffthebednonethelessandgo

straighttothebathroomtotakea

quickshower.Lunathiisstillasleep



whenIgetbackintheroom,Igoto

theclosetandweartheclothesthat

shepickedoutandironedformethe

previousnight.It'samazinghoweven

thoughwehavehelpers,shestilldoes

thesekindofthingsforme.

BythetimeIamdonegettingready

forwork,she'sstillfarfarawayinher

sleep,andthenshewillcallmea

sleepyhead,yetshesleepslikealog

ofwood.Ikisshergoodbyeandleave

theroom.

Mam'Luvowascleaningupinthe

lounge,Igreetandbidherfarewell

thenIwalkoutthehouse.Igotinside

mycaranddroveofftoworkwhile



jamingtorandommusicplayingon

theradio.ImustsayonethingI

missedwasdrivingmyselfaround,

theleginjuryreallyfuckedmeupfor

monthsandIhadtoputupwith

beingdrivenaroundtown,which

annoyedthehelloutofme.

Iwalkedintothereceptionarea,and

asalwaysThembawasflirtingwith

ourreceptionist,I'mprettysureifshe

wasn'tmarriedshewouldhavelong

gaveintohim,thewaysheblushes

Thembastartshisshenaniganson

hermyGod.



Me:"Morningguys."Thegreetback

cheerly."CanIpleasehavemycoffee

inmyofficeplease,Ihaveapatient

cominginsoon."Isaidwhilewalking

tomyoffice.

Thoko:"Comingrightupsir!"

Afewminuteslater,Thembawalked

inwithtwocupsinhishand.He

placedoneonmytable.

Themba:"Andthenwena?Didyou

wakeuponthewrongsideofthebed

today?"



Me:"Whatdoyoumean?"Iputthe

patientsfileawayandtookmycoffee.

Themba:"Yougrumpyandthatmakes

youlookmoreugly."Wow!

Me:"I'mnotgrumpy."

Themba:"Ohhreally?Thenexplain

thatlookonyourfaceandyour

attitude."

Me:"Firstofall,getyourassoffmy



desk.."Ihithimwiththefile.

Themba:"SeewhatImean?"Hesat

onthechair."Comeon,outwithit."I

sighed.

Me:"ItoldthemaboutLusandalast

night."

Themba:"Ohshit!Howdidtheytake

it?"

Me:"mysisterstookitwellI

guess,seeingthattheyarestilltalking



tome.Siphoontheotherside...Iam

notsosure."

Themba:"Didhesaysomethingto

you?"

Me:"That'sthething,Ihaven'tspoken

tohimeversinceheleftthehouse

lastnight."

Themba:"Hah!Kanti!It'sonlybeena

fewhoursman,soyoucan'treally

concludethathe'sangryatyouyet."



Me:"Youdon'tunderstandhowmy

relationshipwithSiphoisntwana,and

youdidn'tseehowlividhewaslast

night."

Themba:"it'sunderstandablethough,I

meanhejustfoundoutthathe's

fuckinghislittlebrother'sbaby

mommaandthathe'sgirlfriendlied

tohim.Unlessshedidtellhimthat

shehasakidsomewhere?"

Me:"Nahshedidn't."

Themba:"ThenSiphohaseveryright



tobeangry,notatyouthough.Maybe

he'sstilltryingtosortoutwithhis

missus,givehimtime."

Me:"Sortthingsout?Hewouldn'tdo

that."

Themba:"Ibetyouhewould.That

manistakenbyLusanda,andyouof

allpeopleknowhowstrong

Lusanda's"spell"is."Hemade

invertedcomasintheair."Thatman

issmitten.Iwouldn'tbesurprisedif

heforgivesandforgets."Wouldhedo

that?



Aknockonthedoordisturbedmy

thoughts.

Me:"comein."

Thoko:"DrDlamini,yourpatienthas

arrived."

Me:"Lethiminplease."Shenodded

andclosedthedoor.

Themba:"Ntwana,letmeleaveyouto

it.I'malsoexpectingoneofLuzuko's

guysinafewminutes."



Me:"Alrightsho,welltalklater."

Themba:"Sharpsharp."Hestoodup

andwalkedoutthedoorbumping

intomypatient.

Me:"GoodmorningMrMoloi."Istood

upandwalkedtowardshim.

○

ItwasfinallyLunchtime,Iwasonmy

feetforhours.Oursurgerywasvery

busytoday,wehadalotofpatients

comingin.There'swasstillmorein



thereceptionarea,butIwastoo

hungrytoattendtoasickperson.I

willonlyattendtoalifeordeath

matteratthispoint.

AsalwaysThembawalkedinmy

officelikeitwashis,hewascarrying

bothourtakeaways.

Themba:"todayyouareeatinglikea

singleman.Didyoufightwith

Lunathi?"

Me:"Hellno,shewasasleepwhenI

leftandIdidn'twanttowakeher."

Lunathialwayspackslunchfor



me,it'sthesweetestgestureever.

Themba:"Hehe,youworeheroutlast

nightneh?"

Me:"Fuckoff,I'mnotgoingtodiscuss

thatwithyou."Helaughed.

Themba:"YouknowyouandLunathi

inspireme,maybesomedayIwill

alsofindmyselfaMrsmesomeday."

Me:"Awwuwena?Itwouldbehellon

earth."Helaughed.



Themba:"What'sthatsupposedto

mean?"

Me:"Thembawenayouarescaredof

commitment."

Themba:"Iamnot!"Hedefended.

Me:"Dude!Whathappenedto

Anathi?"

Themba:"Webrokeup."



Me:"Why?"

Themba:"Shewastooserious,can

youimagineshewasalreadythinking

aboutourfuture?"

Me:"Yesucandefinitelyimaginethat.

Thatgirllovedyou,andIbelieveyou

lovedhertoo,wenayouarejust

scaredtocommit."

Themba:"nahntwana,itwasnotthat

deep."



Me:"DoIneedtoremindyouofhow

manytimesshebrokeupwithyou

andyouwenttobeghertotakeyou

back?DoI?"

Themba:"Thatdoesn'tmeanIloved

her,itsimplymeansthatIenjoyedher

company.That'sall."Ilaughed.

Me:"Yeahthat'sright!"Ishouldbe

rollingmyeyes,butIwon't.

Themba:"Okay,maybeIamnotready

tocommittoaseriousrelationship

rightnow,BUT!Thatdoesn'tmeanI



haveacommitmentphobia."

Me:"Alrightntwana,whatevermakes

yousleepatnight."Iwinkedathim.

Afterlunchwewentbacktowork,I

wasalreadytired.Ijustwantedto

relaxonmycouchanddrinkanice

coldbeer,that'sallIwantedtodo.My

planswereruinedbyatextfrom

Luzukoremindingmeofmymeeting

withCarlosat7,Isowantedto

postpone,butIwascuriousastowhy

hewantedtomeetwithme.Ihope

theydon'twanttoincludemeinto



moreoftheirgangstershit,causeI

amnotinterested.Butifthatwasthe

case,thenLuzukoandLuthando

wouldhavedonethatthemselves.I

wonderwhat'sthisabout.We

knockedoffworkatexactly7o'clock,

wehadaverybusyday.

Themba:"IfIwasmarriedIwouldbe

sayingIcan'twaittobewelcomedby

ahomecookedmeal,butbecauseI

amsingle,Ican'twaittotastethat

coldbeerinmyfridge."Ilaughed.

Me:"Youwerebittenbyamarriage



bugtoday,Iswear."Helaughed.

Themba:"Mxm,seeyoutomorrow

ntwana."

Me:"Sure."Wegotintoourcarsand

droveoff.Iconnectedmyphoneto

theBluetooththendialedmywife.

Lunathi:"Lover."Ismiled.

Me:"Iamgoingtobehomelate,what

shouldIbringyou?"Iwastryingto

softenherupsinceIforgottotellher



thatIwillbecominghomelate.

Lunathi:"Nobayintonibabe(Anything

babe)"Ichuckled.

Me:"Ithengiswaphilonobayintoni

s'thandwasam(Wheredotheysell

thatanythingmylove)"shegiggled.

Lunathi:"Nobakuphilove(anywhere

love.)"Ilaughed.

Me:"IguessthatmeansIshould

comehomeemptyhanded,alright



thanksmadam."Shelaughed.

Lunathi:"Areyoustillatwork?"

Me:"Nah,I'mdrivingtoLuzuko's

houseforasmallanyanameeting."

Lunathi:"Ohokay,sendmyregardsto

Philasande."

Me:"Willdobabe.Iloveyou."

Lunathi:"Iloveyoutoo."Ihungup

withasmileonmyface.Loveistruly



abeautifulthing.

IreceivedacallfromSipho

immediatelyafterhangingup.

Me:"bro?"

Sipho:"Whereare?"No

greetings,nothingvele?

Me:"I'monmywaytoameeting."

Sipho:"Thislate?"



Me:"Yeah."

Sipho:"dlulangam,Iwantustotalk."

Me:"Tomorrowbro.I'mtired,afterthis

meetingIjustwanttogohomeand

cuddlewithmywife."

Sipho:"Yourwifewillstillbethere

whenyougetbackmarn."Yoh.

Me:"Fine.Whereareyou?"Hetoldme.

LuckilyhewasnotfarfromwhereI

was,andtheroadtoLuzuko'shouse



passedbythere.Ihopehehas

calmeddown,Icouldn'treallyread

hisemotionsoverthephone.

Hewasalreadystandingbytheroad

whenIgotthere,hegotintothecar

andwecarriedonwiththejourney.

Sipho:"Whereareyougoing?"

Me:"Tomymeeting."

Sipho:"Yourlatenightmeetingat

someone'shouse?Mmmh."We

alreadyenteringLuzuko's



neighbourhood.

Me:"Yeah,what'swrongwiththat?"

Sipho:"Nothing,nothingatall."Mxm.

Wedroveincompletesilenceuntilwe

reachedLuzuko'shouse.

Me:"Areyougonnawaitformehere

or?"IaskedasIparkedthecar

Sipho:"Fuckno,I'mcomingwithyou.

Maybeyouareheretomeetyour

mistress,whoknows."



Me:"Mxm.Let'sgo."Webothgotout

thecarandwalkedtothedoor.I

knockedafewtimesonthedoor.

Philasandewastheonewhoopened.

"Heyy."Shesmiled

Philasande:"Hii.Longtimenosee."

Me:"Yeahhey,unfortunate

circumstancesdidn'tallowmeto

comethrough."

Philasande:"iheardaboutthe



accident,I'msosorry."

Me:"Itsfine."

Philasande:"Howareyoufeeling

though?Havecompletelyhealed?"

Me:"I'dliketothinkso."Shesmiled

politely.

Philansande:"That'sgoodtohear.

How'sLunathiholdingupafterher

parentspassing?"



Me:"She'sdoinggoodhey,she's

healing."

Philasande:"Well,tellhermythoughts

arewithher."Inodded.

Me:"Ohhshesendsherregards."I

almostforgot.

"Hawu!Whataboutme?"Thatwas

LuzukowalkingfollowedbyCarlos.

Me:"Whataboutyou?"Philasande

laughedalittle.



Luzuko:"mxm."

Philasande:"Letmeleaveyouguysto

haveyourdiscussion."Sheleft.

Luzuko:"Wellwellwell!Whoknew

thatthemightySniperwouldbe

standingrighthereinmyhouse?How

doyouknowthismanSivuyile?"Oh

he'stalkingaboutSipho?

Me:"OhhhthisismybigbrotherSipho.

SiphothisisLuzukoandCarlos."



Luzuko:"Itsapleasuretofinallymeet

youinperson."Heextendhishand

whichSiphodidn'tnotshake.I

clearedmythroat.

Me:"Carlosmyman,Ihearyouwant

totalktomeaboutsomething."

Carlos:"Ja!Canwemovetothe

study."Hesaidinhisdeepcoloured

accent.Luzukoledthewaytohis

study.

Assoonaswesatdown,Carlostook

outhisgunandplaceditonthetable.



Me:"O-kay!"Iwasconfused.

Carlos:"DoyouknowwhoIam?"He

waslookingstraightatme.

Me:"Whatkindofstupidquestionis

that?"

Carlos:"Answerme!"

Me:"YesIobviouslyknowwhoyou

areCarlos."Isaidinanannoyedtone.



Carlos:"wrong!Youdon'tknowwhoI

am.Becauseifyoudidyououldnt

havefuckedwithmygirl!"What?

Me:"Yougirl?Thefuckyouonabout?"

Carlos:"Yesmygirl!Youfuckedwith

mygirl,andnoonedoesthattome!"

Hetookhe'sgunandpointeditatme.

"Jyhoore?!(Youhear?!)"

Sipho:"Don'tyoueverinyourlife

makethemistakeofpointingoneof

myownwithyourgun."Hesaidina

cooltone.Carlosslowlyputthegun



down."Goodboy."

Me:"CarlosIamnotpsychic.Either

youtellmewhothisgirlyouare

talkingaboutis,orIamgettingthe

fuckoutofhere."Iwasreally

annoyed.

Carlos:"Youdon'tknowwhoyouwere

fuckingotherthanyourwife

recently?"

Me:"That'sit,I'mleaving."Istoodup.



Carlos:"Sit!"

Me:"Lookman,Iamtired.I'vehada

longday,thelastthingIwanttobe

doingislisteningtothisbullshit."

Carlos:"Isaidsityourmotherfucking

assdown!"IlookedatLuzukowho

wasonhisphonenotevenbothered

aboutwhatwasgoingon.

Me:"Saywhatyouwanttosayman!"I

wasslowlygettingpissed.



Carlos:"Sandi!That'smybaby

momma'sname."Ohwow!"You

fuckedherandwantedtoforceher

intomarryingyou!Youwantedto

keepmeawayfrommydaughteryou

pieceofshit!!"Hestoodupand

glaredatme.Icouldfeelhisbreath

hittingmyface,that'showclosehe

wastomyface.

Me:"isthatwhatshetoldyou?"Isaid

inachilledtone."Andyoubelieved

her?"

Carlos:"OfcourseIbelievedher,she's



themotherofmyfuckingchild!"

Me:"Wouldyoucalmdownbeforeyou

giveyourselfaheartattack."

Carlos:"Sarnie,whoareyoutalkingto

likethat?!"Hemovehisfacecloser.

Me:"Iamtalkingtoyou.Youcalled

meheretotalknotforascreaming

contest.Nowsityourmotherfucking

assdownandcalmyourselfsothat

wecantalklikerealman."Iwasnot

shoutingbutmytonewasverystern.

Helookedatmeoncebeforesitting



downandbreathingoutloud.Isat

downtoo."Now,tellmewhatshetold

you."

Carlos:"Shetoldmethatyouguys

fuckedwhilewewerefucking,shegot

pregnantandyouassumedthatthe

babywasyours.Shesaidyouforced

hertomoveintoyourhouseafter

youraccident,andyouthreatenedto

takeherchildawayifshedoesn't

marryyou."What?Whatkindofsick

personisSandi.Icouldn'thelpbut

laugh."Ohhthisisajoketoyou?!It's

ajokeneh?!"



Me:"Whyareyouevengettingworked

up.Ithoughtyouwerenotina

relationshipwithher."

Carlos:"Yeah,butthatdoesn'tmeanI

willletsomeonehurther.You

actuallydisrespectedmebytapping

herwhileIwastappinghertoo!You

don'tdothat!Nomatterthenatureof

myrelationshipwithher!"

Me:"Ididn'tevenknowshehad

someoneinthepicture."



Carlos:"Youarelyingmarn!"

Me:"WhywouldIlie?"

Carlos:"Whywouldshelie?!"

Me:"Becauseshe'saconniving

psycho,that'swhy!"Iraisedmyvoice.

"Thatbitchistheonewhowas

forcingherselfintomylife!Why

wouldIwannamarrythat,whileI

alreadyhaveaqueenforawife?!"

Carlos:"Becauseyouareagreedy



bastard!That'swhyyoucheatedon

yourwife!Becauseyouarenever

satisfied!"Istoodupandheldhimby

hisneck.

Me:"Speakaboutmywifeonemore

timeandIwillmakeyoumeetyour

makertonight!"

Carlos:"Getyourfuckinghandsoff

me."Hewasstrugglingtospeak.

Me:"Nowlistenhere!Iamonlygoing

tosaythisonce.Ididn'tknowshe

waswithyoubackthen!Inever



forcedhertodoanything.She'sthe

onewholiedtomyfamilyandtriedto

pinthepregnancyonme!Shewas

justameaninglessfuck,nothing

more!"

Carlos:"L...e..tg...oo...fm...e!"

Me:"Letmethelasttimeyouaskto

meetupwithmetotalkaboutthis

kindofshit!Ithappenedandit

passed,sogetoverit!Andtellthag

bitchofyoursthatifshecarrieson

spreadingliesaboutme,Iwillmake

surethatshegetsburriedsixfeet



under,farawaywherenoonewillfind

her.Verstaanjy?(Doyou

understand?)"Henodded.Iletgooff

hisneck,hecoughedveryhard."Let's

broh."Siphostoodupwithan

amusedlookonhisface.

Luzuko:"Whatthefuckjusthappened

here?Man,wherehaveyoubeen

hidingthisSivuyile?"Hewasalso

amused.

Me:"Somewherefarfaraway.Idon't

likebeingprovoked.Letthisbea

lessontoyouCarlos."Luzuko



clappedhishands!

Carlos:"W..a..t..e..r"

Luzuko:"Yano,todayhasbeenfilled

withsurprises."Iamreally

surroundedbystupidpeople.

Me:"Man,Ihavetogo.Saygoodbye

totheladyofthehouseforme."

Luzuko:"Willdo."Wefistbumped.

"AndSniper,IhopeIwillseeyou

againsoon."Siphojustlookedathim



andwalkedoutthedoor,Ihadto

followbehindme.

Me:"Thatwasveryrudeofyou."Isaid

asIstartedthecar.

Sipho:"What?"

Me:"thewayyouactedtowards

Luzuko."

Sipho:"Ijustdon'tlikepeoplewhoact

liketheyknowmewhiletheydon't."I

chuckledaswedroveoff.



Me:"Sowhatdidyouwanttotalk

about?"

Sipho:"Lastnight."Ohboyhereitis.

"We'reyouandLusandaever

serious?"

Me:"Atsomepointwewere,thatwas

untilIfoundoutthatsheismarried."I

couldfeelhiseyesonme."Butwe

weren'texclusivewhenChuluwas

conceived.Iwasalreadywith

Thandiwebythen."Iwastryingto

makehimfeelbetter.



Sipho:"Thatdoesn'treallychange

things."Itdoesn't?Haike."Isitso

wrongformetofallforher?"Ohshit!

Me:"No,"Isaidafterafewsecondsof

silence."It'snotwrong."

Sipho:"SheisyourexSivuyile!My

niece'smotherforfucksakes.What

isChulugoingtothink?I'mheruncle

slashstepfather?Whatisourfamily

goingtosay?"



Me:"Youshouldn'treallycareabout

whattheythink.Youshouldoutyour

feelingsfirstbeforeanyoneelse's."I

wasn'tabouttoadvicemybrotherto

leaveLusandaalone.WhywouldIdo

that?Forwhatgoodreason?Itwould

bereallyselfishofmetostand

betweenwhatcouldpotentiallybe

truelove.

Sipho:"Idon'tcareaboutrandom

peoplerunningtheirmouths,but

familybro?That'sdifferent."

Me:"Igetthat,butattheendofthe



dayyouarenotgoingtomarryyour

family.Soyoushouldlettheir

thoughtsbethereasonwhyyoulet

goofsomeonethatyoulove."

LulamaandLumkawouldskinme

aliveiftheirheardmeencouraging

SiphotogoafterLusanda.

Sipho:"Butsheliedtome,howdoI

trustheragain?"

Me:"Wellthat'suptoyouguystofix

that."

Sipho:"oursistersdon'tlikeher."I



chuckled

Me:"Thattheydon't,andforagood

reason."

Sipho:"Iamsoconfused."

Me:"Itsunderstandable,youdidn't

knowIwaswithherbeforeyoudated

herandfellforher,sonoonewould

blameyouforcarryingonwithher."

Sipho:"Idon'twanttoruinmy

relationshipwithyouguys.Youare



thefirstandonlyfamilyIhave."First?

Ithought...?

Me:"Youwon't.Wewon'tloveyouany

lessbecauseyouchosetofollow

yourheart.Suretheyaregoingto

hateLusandaandmakeherlifea

livinghellmaybe,butthatdoesn't

meantheywillhateyoufordating

her."

Sipho:"Howisitthatyouareso

understandingaboutthismatter?I

meanthispersonisyourex."



Me:"Keywordisex.WhatwouldI

gainfromstandinginyourway?

Nothing.Idon'tevenhavefeelingsfor

her,sothatwouldbeselfishand

childishofme."

Sipho:"Iwishyoursisterswouldbe

thisunderstandingtoo."

Me:"Don'tworryaboutthoseones."

Sipho:"Youknowhowtheyare."I

laughed.



Me:"Yeah.Buttheyaresoftiesat

heart,theywillunderstand.ButIdon't

thinktheywilllikeyourgirlfriend

though,thatIcantellyou."He

chuckled.

Sipho:"OhGod!Don'tremindme.And

there'syourmotherngapha(this

side.)"Hesighed."She'sgoingto

hatemeforeverifIdothis."

Me:"Shewon't.Stopworryingabout

thisman,justtaketheleapoffaith

andyouwilldealwiththefallingout

later."



Sipho:"Idon'tknowbro."Isighed.

Me:"Takeyourtimeandthinkabout

thisbeforeyoumakeadecision.Just

knowthatyouhavemyfullsupport

onwhateveritisthatyoudecideon."

Helookedatmeandsmiled.

Sipho:"Thanksbro."

Me:"Whereto?"

Sivuyile:"Youcandropmeoffatmy



house."

Me:"Alright."Iturnedontheroad

leadingtohisarea.Fiveminuteslater

wearrivedathishouse.

Sipho:"Thanksforthetalkman."

Me:"Anytime."

Sipho:"callmewhenyougethome."

Me:"Sho."Iwaitedforhimtowalk

insidehisgatebeforedrivingoff.I



hopeLunathiisstillawake,Ican't

believethesepeoplekeptmeaway

frommywifeformeaninglesstalks.

WellCarlosdid,becausethetalkIhad

withSiphohadtobehad.AlthoughI

stillfeellikewehavestillhavetotalk

abouthischildhood,andhedoesn't

reallyliketalkingaboutthat.

Iarrivedathomearoundhalfpast10.

I'mprettysuremywifewaslong

asleep.IcalledSiphoinforminghim

aboutmyarrival,wespokeforafew

minutesthenIhungupandwentto

myroom.IndeedasIhadsuspected,

mydarlingwifewasindreamland.I

tookoffmyclothes,andgotinbedin



onlymyboxers.

"Youback?"Iguessshewasnot

reallyasleep.

Me:"Yeah."Shesnuggleduptome

andplacesheadonmychest.I

kissedherhead.

Lunathi:"Goodnightbabe."

Me:"Goodnightmylove,Iloveyou."

Lunathi:"Loveyoutoo."Ifshewasso



sleepyIwasgoingtoaskherwho

loveswhosinceshedidn'tsay'I',butI

willletherbe.

Istillcan'tbelievethatSandiactually

toldCarlosthatIwasforcingherto

marryme!Imagine!Evenwhenshe's

outofmylife,she'sstillcausing

dramaforme!Ican'twaittotell

Lunathiaboutalloft-OrmaybeI

shouldn't,Idon'twanttohurtherby

mentioningSandi'sname.
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Thingshavebeengoingswiftly

well,SivuyileandSiphoaregood



now,thesistershavealsoforgiven

himforhidingLusanda'sidentity.I

don'tknowaboutSiphoand

Lusanda'srelationship,eventhough

Sivuyilegavehimagreenpassonhis

babymomma,westilldon'tknow

whatisgoingon.Siphohasbeenvery

secretiveabouttherelationship.

"YouhaveatextfromZintle."Hesaid

ashewalkedinthekitchen.Myheart

smiledabit.

Me:"Whatdoesshewant?Ihope

she'snotinsultingme."



Sivuyile:"Ohhcomeonshewould

neverdothat."Iwipedmywethands

withacloth

Me:"Withthewayshe'sbeen

behavinglately,anythingispossible."

Hehandedmethephone.Iviewed

myWhatsAppandwentstraightto

hertext,shewasaskingtomeetup

withme.Iwonder.

"Whenandwhere?"Iresponded.



Sivuyile:"Letmeloveandleaveyou

baby."Hecametomeandpeckedon

mylips,thenheleft.

Me:"Yourlunch!"Herushedbackin

andtookhislunch,thenleftagain.I

carriedonwithmycleaning.Atext

camethroughmyphone,itwasZintle

informingmeaboutthemeeting

placeandtime.

Iwon'tlieIamkindofgladthatshe

reachedouttome,wedoneedto

sortoutsomeunderlyingissues

betweenus.

AftertidyingupthekitchenItookmy



phoneanddialedAsenathi.

Ase:"Bitch."

Me:"Hey.DidyougetZintle'stext?"

Ase:"Text?Nope."Ohshit!

Me:"Ohhokay.Bye!"

Ase:"Wait!Shesentyouatext?But

shedidn'ttextme?Why?"



Me:"Idon'tknow.GirlIhaveto

go,Chuluiscrying."Ihungupbefore

shecouldevensayanything.Iwas

surprisedthatZintledidn'tfeelthe

needtotextAsenathiandaskto

meetupwithher.Imeanifshe

wantedtoapologiseshewouldhave

invitedAsenathitooright?Right!

Whatdoesshewant?

○

Iwassittingintherestaurantwaiting

forhertoarrive,becauseIwas

anxiousaboutthismeetingIdecided

tocomeearlyanddownsome

cocktailbeforeshegetshere,Idon't

needasobermindtodealwith



her,shemightbeinoneofhermoods

whoknows.

Isawherwalkingtowardsme,I

couldn'treallyreadherbutIdidn't

noticethatshehasgainedweight

andherskinwasglowing.

Zintle:"Hey."Ohhwearesmiling

today.Shesatdownacrossme.

Me:"Hi."Ireturnedthesmile.

Zintle:"Ihopeyoudidn'twaitfortoo

long."



Me:"Notatall,I'mearly."Shenodded

withasmile.Wesatinanawkward

silenceforafewseconds.Whoknew

thatmeandZintlewouldbeinthis

kindofsituation.

Zintle:"Whydon'tweordersomething

toeatbeforewestarttalking?"

Me:"Sure,noproblem."Isignalledfor

thewaitertocome.Iplacedmyfood

order.



Zintle:"AndIwillhaveporkribsand

buffalowingsplease."Thewaiter

noddedwhilejottingdownonhis

notepad."Andacranberryjuice."

Waiter:"Alrightladies."Hesmiledand

walkedaway.

Me:"Pork?"Shedoesn'treallylike

porksoIwassurprisedatherorder.

Zintle:"I'vebeencravingit."

Me:"That'snew."Shegiggled



nervously.

Zintle:"Iknowright."

Inafewminutesthewaitercame

backwithherjuice.Ican'thelpbut

feellikeadrunkard,hereIamsipping

onanalcoholbeveragewhileshe's

havingjuice,howawful."So...."

Me:"So...?"welaughed.

Zintle:"Howhaveyoubeen?"

Me:"I'vebeengoodIguess.Lifeis



goingwellforme.Andyou?"

Zintle:"Iamgoodtoo,Ijustgotsome

shockingnewsyesterdaythough."

Me:"Shockingnews?"

Zintle:"I'lltellyouallaboutitlateron."

Wewaitedforourfoodwhile

engaginginameaningless

conversation.Ourfoodfinallyarrived.

Shewasreallydevouringtheplateof

ribsinfrontofher.Shemusthave

beenreallyhungry.



Me:"SowhyamIhere?"

Zintle:"OuchBooty,that'sabitharsh."

It'snot.

Me:"I'mjustasking.Imeanthelast

timeIsawyou,youwerenotwilling

totalktomeforsomereason

unknowntome."Shesighed.

Zintle:"Iwasgoingthroughsome

emotions,andIdoapologiseforthat."

Inodded.



Me:"Whathappenedattheparty?

Whatmadeyoufliplikethat?Atme

infact?"

Zintle:"Ididn'tlikethethingsthey

weresayingaboutmysister,andI

expectedyouasmybestfriendto

sidewithmewhenItoldthemIwas

notcomfortablewiththeThandiwe

topic."Excuseme?

Me:"What?Youexpectedmetocome

toThandiwe'sdefense?"Thatdidn't

makesenseatall



Zintle:"Nothers,butmine.Bootyyou

sawthatIdidn'tlikewhattheywere

saying,andIeventoldthemtostop.

Wenainsteadofalsotellingthemto

stopyoujustcarriedonandlaughed

attheirstupidjokes."Hebana!

Me:"FirstofallIwasn'tlaughingat

whattheyweresaying.AndIdo

remembertellingthemtostoptalking.

WhatIdon'tunderstandiswhyyou

aresuddenlygrowingaconscience

ontheThandiwetopic,weren'tyou

thesamepersonbadmouthingherto



thesamepeopleyouexpectedmeto

defendyoufrom?Youaretheone

whomadethemthinkit'sokaytotalk

aboutyoursisterhoweverthey

want,that'snotmyfault."

Zintle:"Iknowokay.Wearetryingto

rebuildourrelationship,Iguessthat's

whyIgotworkeduphearingthem

sayallofthosethingsabouther."

Me:"Youshouldhavetoldthemthat

insteadoflashingoutoneveryone

forabsolutelynoreason.Theydon't

knowthatyouarefixingthingswith



yoursister,theydon'tknowthatyou

arenowuncomfortablewhenthey

saybadthingsabouther.Wenanje

youshouldhavetoldthemthatandI

guaranteeyoutheywouldhave

respectedyouenoughtostop

talking,butwenayoujuststarted

screamingandshoutingateveryone

whichwasnotcoolatall."Shelooked

down."Andyoustartedcallingmea

fakefriendoverthatbullshit?Wasn'tI

thesamepersonwhowasurgingyou

tofixyourrelationshipwithyour

sister?Mmmh?"

Zintle:"Youwere."



Me:"AllthatIamsayingis,youshould

havetoldtheminapolitemanner

thatyoudon'tlikewhattheyare

sayingsinceyouareonadifferent

pathwithyoursisternow."

Zintle:"Iunderstandfriend,andI

acknowledgemywrongdoing.ButI

feellikeyoushouldtoo,whatyoudid

thatnightwaswrongandshadyas

hell."Haibothisgirl.

Me:"Wrongandshady?"



Zintle:"Yes!HenceIcalledyouafake

friend."Ithoughtweweregoing

somewherewiththistopic.

Me:"Iwaswrongandshadyfor

keepingmymouthshutwhenpeople

werediscussingthingsthatdon't

concernme?"

Zintle:"WellIgettheThandi

situation,butwhataboutwhenyour

brotheractedlikeajerkinfrontof

everyone?Yousawmestormingout

intears."



Me:"AndIfollowedyou!Youwalked

rightbackinandpushedmeoutof

theway,whatdidyouexpectmeto

do?"Silence."AndIlongtoldyouto

stayawayfrommybrother,butyou

didn'tlistentome."Silence."Youare

callingmefakehuh?Whataboutyou

Zintle?Huh?WherewereyouwhenI

neededyouthemost?Wherewere

youwhenmyparentshadjustpassed

on?Mmmh?Irecallseeingyouonly

oncebeforethefuneral,afterthatyou

wentMIAandonlyshoweduponthe

dayofthefuneral.Youweren'tthere

forme,youweren'ttheretocomfort

andsupportmeonmyworstdays.



Insteadyouwerefussingovermy

brother,thesamepersonwhotreated

youlikeanobodyinfrontofpeople."

Shewasgettingemotional.

Zintle:"IwastherenjeBooty."

Me:"Notformeyouweren't.Yesyou

werearoundtheMokoenayard,but

youwerethereforThabonotme.You

spentdaysandnightswithhimand

youforgotaboutlittleoldme.There

arealotofthingsthatyoudidtome

Zintle,thingsthatIhavenot

confrontedyouabout,butnoteven



oncehaveIcalledyouafakefriend.I

thinkyoudoallthesethingsthathurt

mebecauseyouknowamagood

person,youknowIwilljustmoveon

withoutaddressingthemwithyou.

Kodwawenaontheotherhand

sisi,onesmallthinghappens,your

fingersstartdoingtheworkonsocial

media.Idonotappreciatebeing

calledafakefriendforsomethingI

hadnobusinessbeinginvolved

in,wenayouhadissueswiththose

peoplenotme!Soyouweretheone

wronginthisscenario,notmebabes."

Ihonestlydidnotplantostarttalking

aboutthingsthatIhavemovedon



fromonthismeeting.Iwasreally

hurtwhenZintledecidedtosupport

mybrotherovermeaftermyparents'

passing,Icrieddayandnightandmy

friendwasn'ttheretocomfortmeasI

thoughtshewouldbe.Thatpissed

Bontleoff,shewasmadatZintlefor

quietsometime,Ithinkshestillis

mad.Likeme,sheexpectedZintleto

bebymysideallthetime,butkethe

girlchooseadickoverme.IknowI

pushedthemawayatfirst,but

eventuallyIpulledthembackinand

allowedthemtocomfortme,butshe

onlyshoweduponce.She,ofall

peopleknowsthekindofpersonI



am,sheknewforsurethatIneeded

herinmycornerduringthattime,but

shewasn'tthere,butwhoamIto

complain?IamMariamos?Iforgive

andforgetquicklyevenwhenpeople

don'taskforforgiveness?Yepthat's

me,theMariaoftheworld.

Zintle:"Iamsosorrybooty.Ididn't

meantodoallofthat,Ididn'tmean

tohurtyou.IthoughtIwasgivingyou

spacetogrieve,andyouknowhow

yougetwhenyouareheartbroken.I

thoughtitwaswhatyouwanted."Is

thisgirlhearingherself?"Forgiveme

myfriend.Canwejustmoveonfrom



this."Ilookedatherforawhile.

Me:"Iguesswecan."Shesmiled

throughhertears.Shestoodupfrom

herchairandcametogivemeahug

whileIwasstillsittingdown."Andlet

itbethelasttimethatyoucallmea

fakefriendke,causenexttimeIwon't

besoforgiving."Shelaughedandsat

downonthechairnexttome.

Zintle:"Ohhplease,yourheartistoo

purenottoforgive."

Me:"that'swhypeopletakeadvantage



ofme."Hersmiledissappered."I'm

kidding.Lightenupman."Shegiggled.

"Lookatyou.Youareacryingmess,

wipeyourfacepleasebeforepeople

sayIamabusingyou."She

laughed,beforetakingoutatissue

fromherbagthenshestarted

wippingherface.

Zintle:"YousoundlikeAsenathi."

Me:"OhGodno!"Welaughed.

Zintle:"Iamabitdisappointedthat

shedecidednottopitch.Iwas



hoppingtosortthingsoutwithher

too."Hawu!

Me:"Icalledherandshesaidshe

didn'treceiveanytextfromyou."

Zintle:"What?Isentheratextnje."

Me:"YouknowhowAseis,shenever

lies.Ifshedidn'twanttocomehere

shewouldhavetoldmestraightup

insteadoflyingaboutnotreceiving

thetext."Shetookoutherphoneand

startedpressingonit.



Zintle:"IswearIse-OhShit!"

Me:"What?"

Zintle:"IthinkIfellasleepbeforeI

couldpresssend."Shehitherhead

withherhand."OhGod!I'msureshe

hatesmerightnow."

Me:"ShewasmadwhenItoldher

aboutmytext."

Zintle:"MyGod!Thisbabyisnoteven



herebutit'salreadyruiningthingsfor

me."Shesighed.Wait!Whatnow?A

baby?!

Me:"Didyoujustsayababy?"Iwas

shocked.Shelookedatmewithher

eyeswideopen."Zintleareyou

pregnant?"Sheslowlynodded.Shock!

"Thatexplainstheglowandthewe-

*ahem*thecurves."Youdon'ttella

pregnantwomanthatshehasgained

weight.

Zintle:"Yep.Threemonths."Ohshit

she'scrying.



Me:"Heyyyy,don'tcry."Iwipedher

tears."Ababyisabeautifulblessing."

Zintle:"Itisifyouaremarriedand

financiallystable.Iamstillinschool

B!WhatamIgoingtodowithit?"It?

Yoh!

Me:"Doyourparentsknow?"Iasked

whenshefinallycalmeddown.She

nodded."Andwhatdidtheysay?"

Zintle:"Dadflippedoutcompletely.He



gavemeaverypainfulhidding."Oh

God!AndIknowexactlyhowMr

Msomirolls."Momwasobviously

mad,shesaidafewhurtfulwords.

EspeciallyafterfindingoutthatI

don'tknowwhothefatheris."Andit

getsworse.

Me:"Whatdomeanfriend?"

Zintle:"Thabowasalreadyinthe

pictureduringthattime."Woah!

Me:"Andyoudidn'tuseprotection?

Zintlehowcouldyoubesocareless?"



Zintle:"Iwasnot.Iusedcondoms

withbothofthem,Iguessitburston

someoneandhekeptquietaboutit."

Howselfish!Thissureashellsounds

likesomethingmybrotherwoulddo.

Hewastheoneactingallcrazyabout

Zintle.Butthatwasmonthsago,he

hasSlindilenow,right?

Me:"Sowhatareyougoingtodo

now?"

Zintle:"Idon'tknow.Ineedtodomy

researchaboutDNAtesting."



Me:"Youaregoingtodoitwhileyou

arestillpregnant?Zintlethat'srisky!"

Zintle:"Idon'tcare!"

Me:"WellIdo.Thatcouldpotentially

bemynieceornephewinthere,andI

amnotgoingtoallowtoputthat

childatrisk."

Zintle:"ItsmychoiceLunathi!"Wow!

Me:"Finethen."Iraisedmyhandsin



surrender.

Zintle:"Ineedtoknowokay,before

thisbabyisevenborn."

Me:"Evenifitmeanputtingthebaby's

lifeatrisk?"

Zintle:"whateverittakes."Wow,letme

keepmymouthshut."Andplease

don'ttellyourbrotheraboutthis."

What?!

Me:"HahZintle!Youknowthat's



goingtobeahardchallenge.Ican't

lietosavemylife,especiallytomy

brothers."

Zintle:"Youcanifyoudon'ttalkabout

me."

Me:"Yoh,whatyouareaskingfrom

meisveryhardZeeandyouknowit

to."Isighed."FineIwon'ttellhim."

Zintle:"Thankyou!Andthankyoufor

forgivingme."



Me:"YouknowhowIam,Idon'thold

grudges."

Zintle:"Youarepayingthebillright?"

Me:"What?"

Zintle:"Yes,takeitasyourfirstgiftto

yournieceornephew."

Me:"Youarereallyusingthebabyto

scamme?Howcruel."Welaughed.

○



"Areyousureshe'snotgoingtokick

meout?"

Me:"Shewon't."Wewerestanding

outsideAsenathi'sflat.

Zintle:"Youknock,I'lljuststandhere

behindyou."Irolledmyeyes.

Me:"Fine."Iknockedonthedoor.

"Ngubani?(Whoisit?)"

Me:"It'sme."



Ase:"Hayandimazimnau-it'sme(Hay

Idon'tknowanyit'sme)"the

bitch,sheknowsmyvoice.

Me:"Justopenthedoorman."

Ase:"Whatifyouareakilleror

something?"

Me:"Bulamarn!(Openman!)"Iheard

thekeyturningthenthedooropened

slowly."Whatwereyougoingtodo

withthat?"Shehadawoodenspoon



inherhand.

Asi:"noneofyourbusiness."Ientered

andZintlefollowedswiftlybehindme.

"MmmhIseeyoubroughtaguest

withyou.Anunwelcomedguestat

that."

Me:"Stopbeingmean,please."

Ase:"I'mjustsaying."Mxm.Iwent

straighttothekitchentogetwhatI

wanted."Don'ttouchmysweets

please!"Sheyelledfromthelounge.

Toolatefriend.Asenathihadajarof



sweetsinherkitchen,andIalwayseat

themwhenIamhere,it'sapitythat

theyarenotsourthough.Iwentback

tothemwithahandfulofsweets,I

satdownnexttoZintle."Doyouknow

thateverytimeyouarehereIhaveto

restockmysweets?"

Me:"Youarelying."

Ase:"Nyaniketana(serious).Youare

asweetmonster,andit'snotcute

causeyouarefinishingmymoney."I

chuckled.



Me:"Stopcomplainingandjustbuy

sweetsqhawena."

Ase:"Mxm.Tellyourhusbandtobuy

youastockofyourown,please."

Me:"that'snotabadidea."

Ase:"Speakingofbadideas,Inearly

calledThandazanitoday."

Me:"Ihopeyoudidn't."

Ase:"Awuvakewena(Youdon'tlisten)



Isaidnearly!Keywordnearly!That

meansIdidn't!"Ilaughed.

Me:"Geezcalmdown!"Sherolledher

eyes."Beforeyoutellmeaboutyour

Thandazaniissue,canyouatleast

sortthingsoutwithZintle."

Ase:"There'snothingtosortouthere.

Shecalledusfakefriends,even

thoughshe'sthefakestamongus.

Asilibalanga(wehaven'tforgotten)

thatyouchoseadickoveryour

friend,butyoudidn'tseeusrantingon

WhatsApp.Wenayouwerejustbeing



dramaticthatnight,there'swas

absolutelynoreasonforyoutoact

thewayyoudidandthewas

definitelynoreasonforyoutoattack

Lunathi.Incaseyouwerewondering,

Bontleisnotpleasedwiththeway

youcarriedyourselfafterthepassing

oftheirparents,soamI."

Me:"Asewehavemovedonfromthe

funeralsituationhle."

Ase:"NoIwasjustgivingheraheads

upsothatshedoesn'tactsurprised

whensheseesBontlegivinghera



coldshoulder."Irolledmyeyes.

Me:"WearenothereforBontle,we

arehereforyouke.Areyouwillto

forgiveandforget."

Ase:"Myapologyisveryexpensive

sisi,itisevenmoreexpensiveifIwas

calledafakefriend."OhMyGod.

Me:"Canyouatleastletherexplain

whysheactedthewayshedid?"

Ase:"mmmh."ShelookedatZintle.



Zintle:"MysisterandIareworkingin

rebuildingourrelationship-"

Ase:"Ngokuthinasingenaphi?(so

wheredowefitit?)"

Me:"letherfinish."

Zintle:"Iwasabithurttohearthem

sayallofthosethingsabout

her,henceIwasdefendingher.AndI

expectedyouguysasmyfriendsto

beinmycorner."



Ase:"Heeeeeh!"Sheclappedonce.

"Youexpectedustodefendyour

sister?Thesamepersonwhomade

ourlivesajoke?Hayithiuyadlala

babes(tellmeyouarejoking)."

Zintle:"Nother,me."

Ase:"Haysisi,theywerenottalking

aboutyou.Theyweretalkingabout

yoursister,thesamepersonthatyou

alwaystrashtalknaweokukwakho!

Nowyouwantpeopletosuddenly

stoptalkingaboutherwhileyouare



theonewhoenabledthemtotalk

aboutherhowevertheywantinyour

presence?Ungasiphambaneli

thina.(don'tbecrazy)"

Zintle:"Lookugetwhereyouare

comingfrom,Lunathialsosaidthe

samethingandIunderstood.Iacted

outofcharacterthatnight,Imade

impulsivemovesandforthatI

humblyapologisetoyouAse."

Ase:"I'msureMariahasforgivenyou."

Me:"Voetsek!"Shelaughed.



Ase:"LikeIsaid,myforgivenesscome

ataprice,averyexpensiveoneat

that."

Zintle:"I'llbuyyousomething,butit

won'tbeexpensive."

Ase:"Haike!Masiyekekesisi(let's

leaveit!)"Sheissodramatic.

Zintle:"ComeonAse,Ineedtosave

thelittlemoneyIhaverightnow."



Ase:"wena(you)plussaving?Don't

makemelaughplease."

Zintle:"Idon'treallyhaveachoice."

Shesighed."Iampregnant."Icouldn't

helpbutlaughatthelookon

Asenathi'sface.Forthefirsttime

ever,myblubbermouthfriendwas

speechless."Saysomething."

Ase:"Yoh!"Welaughed."Sowho

scoredbetweenthetwoofthem?"

Zintle:"Idon'tknow."



Ase:"Hah!Kwanyukelabawo(andit's

getsworse.)"

Zintle:"Iknow."

Me:"shewantstodoaDNAtestas

soonaspossiblethough."

Ase:"Youshouldbabe,youcan'twalk

aroundwithanunknownseed."What

iswrongwiththisgirl."Nowthat

explainsyourmelodramatic

tantrums."



Me:"It'sgoingtobealong6months."

Ase:"Iamnotpreparedbethuna."

Zintle:"Ifyouguysare

complaining,justimaginehowIfeel."

Welaughed.

Ase:"onaseriousnote,areyouready

forthisjourney?"

Zintle:"Idon'tthinkso.Itstillhasn't

sunkinthatIampregnant,IguessI



willacceptasthetimegoesby."

Ase:"Soareyougoingtotellthebaby

daddies?"

Zintle:"No!Ineedtoconfirmwhothe

fatherisfirst."

Ase:"How?"

Zintle:"OnceI'vedonemyresearch

aboutthetesting,Iwillgettheir

samplesandthenwewilltakeitfrom

there."



Me:"Don'tworry,Igotchyouwith

Thabo'ssample."

Zintle:"howamIgoingtogetThami's

though?"

Ase:"Youdon'tneedit,aslongasyou

haveThabo's.Weknowthatifhe's

notthefather,thenThamiis."

Zintle:"Ohyeah!"

Me:"Nowthebigissue,howareyou



goingtohideyourstomach?"

Zintle:"Shit!I'mhopingtodothetest

beforeIstartshowingforreal."

Ase:"Heyy!Wehaveadoctoron

standbymos,wecanask

bhut'SivuyileaboutthisDNAtesting

amsureheknowssomething."

Me:"Yes!Whydidn'tIthinkofthat."

Zintle:"Noguys,Idon'twanthimto

knowaboutthis.Becauseifhe



knows,it'sonlyamatteroftime

beforeThaboknows."

Me:"excuseme,whatareyoutryingto

sayaboutmyman?"Theylaughed.

Ase:"akanasifuba(hecan'tkeepa

secret)"

Me:"ofcoursehecan."Idefended.

Mymancankeepasecrete.He'sa

verysecretivehumanbeing,Iknow

thatforsure.



Zintle:"okaykeBooty,hecan.ButI

stilldon'twanthimtoknow."

Ase:"Don'tworry,Nathiwillcomeup

withsomethingwithoutmentioning

yourname."

Me:"Whyme?YousaidWEaregoing

toaskhim.WE,asinmanypeople."

Ase:"He'syourhusband,I'msurehe

willansweryouwithoutgetting

suspiciousmarn."



Me:"Ican'tlie!"

Ase:"Wellyouneedtolearnhow

to,causeyourbestfriendneedsthis."

Lordhavemercyonme.

Me:"Yohmaraguys!"

Zintle:"PleaseBooty."

Me:"Fine!I'llseewhatIcando."

Zintle:"Justmakesurethatyoudon't

mentionmyname,orsomethingthat



willmakehimsuspicious."

Me:"HowthehellamIsupposedto

dothat?"

Ase:"Youwillfigureitout.Youhave

theMokoenagenesafterall,Itrust

you."Mxm,Iamnotmysiblings.

Wespentthedaytalkingand

laughing,wehaveforgiveneachother

anditfeltgoodtohavemyfriends

togetheronceagain,eventhoughKay

wasmissing.Asenathiwasstillon

Zintle'swasaboutherdramatic



moments,shekeptonmakingfunof

hernowandthen,itwashilarious

especiallywhenhemimicsher.

○

Iwassittinginmyroomonmybed

updatingmystatus,Ireallyhada

wonderfuldaywithmygirls,Iamglad

wefinallyironedthingsout.Wealso

addedZintlebackintothegroupand

explainedtoKaywhathad

happened,helaugheditoffandcalled

uschildish,imagine!

"SoyouaretellingmethatZintleis

workingonbeingaperfectlittlesister



toThandiwe?"Mymanlikesto

gossip.

Me:"Yes."

Sivuyile:"hehIwonder."Hegotonhis

kneesbehindmeandstarted

massagingme."I'mjusthappythat

youarehappy."Hekissedmy

shoulder.

Me:"andIamshame.Ididn'tlikewhat

washappeningbetweenus."His

kissesmoveduptothebackofmy

neck."Baby."



Sivuyile:"Mmmh?"

Me:"You'readoctorright?"

Sivuyile:"lasttimeIchecked,yes."I

chuckled.

Me:"Wewerewatchingthisseries

neh,sointhisseriesthewomanis

pregnant,nowtheproblemisthis

womanhasahusbandandaside

niggaandshesleptwithbothof

themaroundthetimethebabywas



conceived."Thisisnotgoingwell

Sivuyile:"So?"Hewasstillmassaging

meandkissingmyneck.

Me:"SoIwanttoknowwillitbe

possibleforhertogetaDNAtest

doneonherunbornbaby?"

Sivuyile:"BabyI'mtryingtogetfrisky

withyouhere,andwenayouarebusy

askingmeaboutsomewomanIdon't

know."



Me:"Ijustwanttoknowhawu,phelaI

mightnotgetachancetowatchit

again."

Sivuyile:"Yohbaby."Lol."Yesshe

can,butit'sriskyespeciallyifshe'son

herfirsttrimester."Hesoundedabit

irritated,butIneedthisinformation

formyfriend.

Me:"Soexplainthewholetesting

proceduretome."

Sivuyile:"Hayhay!Ifyouwanttoknow

I'lltellAsenathitosendyouthe



series,ngekekaloku,yoh!"What's

wrongwithguy,sexisnotgoingany

where.

Me:"ButIwanttoknownje."

Sivuyile:"AndIwanttogetfed

s'thandwasam."

Me:"Yo-"heshutmeupwithaFrench

kiss."Mmmh."

IguessIwillhavetodomyresearch

someothertime,Zintlewillforgiveme,

Ihavetotakecareofmyman.



•
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°•ZINTLE•°

Thingsinmylifewerespiralingoutof

control,everythinghasbeentakinga

leftturnlately.Myfriendshave

abandonedme,IknowIamtoblame

forthewaytheyareacting.Ihonestly

don'tknowwhyIlashedouton

everyoneatthepartythatnight,but

whentheyspokeaboutmysisterthat

waysomethinginmejustmovedand

Iflipped!AndThaboalsoactedlikea

jerkwhichreallybrokemyheart.I

knowmyrelationshipwithhimisano

stringsattachedrelationship,whichI

wastheonewhosuggestedit.But



somehowIfoundmyselffallingfor

him,Imeanhe'sahotguy,youcan't

blameme.Ihadalsohoppedthathe

wasfeelingthesamewayaboutme

butIguesshewasnot,heconfirmed

thatonthenightoftheparty.Seethe

thingwithmeandThaboisthathe

askedmeoutafterLunathi'swedding,

Ilaugheditoffthinkinghewas

joking,buthewaspersistentandwas

notgivingup.BecauseIwasstill

madlyinlovewithThamimy

boyfriend,Ididwhatanysensible

personinarelationshipwoulddo,I

rejectedhim.Astimewentbyhegot

mynumberandwestartedtalking



overthephone,Iwon'tlieIdid

developsomesortoflikingtowards

himbutbecauseofmyboyfriendI

keptourrelationshipatastrictly

friendslimit.ThingschangedafterI

wenttosomepartyinthe

neighbourhood,hewasalsotherewe

partiedandspokethewhole

night,onethingledtoanother,we

fucked.Thefollowingmorningwe

discussedtheissue,hestillwantedto

pursuearelationshipwithme,butI

stillrejectedhim.Ithendecidedthat

weshouldhaveanostringsattached

relationship,becauseIhadfunwith

himandhereallyknewhisbusiness



inthebedroom.Wehidthisfrom

everyone,includingLunathi-Ididn't

wanthertoknowaboutitasIfeltit

wouldstrainourfriendship.Ididn't

plantofallforhim,butwehadspenta

lotoftimetogetherformonths,soI

keptondevelopingfeelingsforhim

whichultimatelyledtolove.Whichis

whyIwashurtwhenhesaidallthose

thingstomeattheparty.With

Lunathialso,Iwashurt.Ifeellikeshe

didn'tdoanythingtodefendmefrom

herfamily,whichwasreallywrongof

herasafriend.Ireallydon'tmindAse

notsayinganythingbecauseIknow

howsheis,butwithLunathiit'sa



differentstory.Ifeellikeshecould

havedoneorsaidsomethingtomake

themstoptalkingtheminuteIvoiced

outthatIwasnotcomfortablewith

themtalkingaboutmysisterlike

that,insteadshejustkeptquietand

laughedwiththerestofthem.Iamin

theprocessoffixingthingswithmy

sister,wearetryingtorebuildour

relationship,henceIwassensitive

aboutthemmakingheranegative

topic.

Iwillsay,IwishIhandlethingsina

differentmanner,butIwastooangry

tocontrolmyself,andthesedays

onceIgetangryIjusttakeimpulsive



decisions,likingleavingthegroup

chatforinstance.AllIamsayingisI

missmyfriends,andIwantyosort

thingsoutwiththem.

"Zintle!Vuka!"-Thatwasmymother

bangingonmyroomdoor.

Mom:"Yeeeeywena!Ukhiyeleni

la?(Whydidyoulock?)"BecauseI

didn'twantanydisturbancethat's

why!"Zintle!"

Me:"Ngiyezamah(I'mcomingmom.)"

Igotoffthebedandwenttoopenthe



door.

Mom:"Ya!Kwenzenjanikwakhiywa

iminyangokwami?(Whatsgoing

on,whyareyoulockingdoorsinmy

house?)"

Me:"Itsmyroomnjemah."

Mom:"kodwakethisentirehouseis

mine,andtheonlydoorsthatwillbe

lockedarethefrontandback

door,notroomdoors."



Me:"ButMahIneedprivacynje."

Mom:"Privacykwami?Haysisi

leyontouzoyitholamhlazane

wathuthalakaMsomi.(Privacyinmy

house?Youwillgetthatthingtheday

youmoveoutofmyhouse.)"Wow!

WhydidIhavetobeblack?"Vuka

ugeze,siyakadokotela.(Wakeupand

takeabath,wearegoingtothe

doctor.)"

Me:"Doctor?I'mnotsicknje."

Mom:"Youarenot?Hehe!Gezawena



uyekeukungibhedela(Takeabath

andstopyournonsense.)"Whywould

mymotherwanttotakemetothe

doctor?OkayfineIknowI'vebeen

moaningaboutaheadacheand

vomitinglately,butIassuredherthat

it'snothingmajor.

Me:"Mahnginenyongo,there'sno

needtogoseeadoctorforthat.We

canbuysomethingtocleanmy

systemandIwillbebetterinno

time."Somethingwascomingup

Mom:"Inyongoyaseksenikphela



Zintle?Awuyekeukuzenzaisli-.(You

onlygetitinthemorning?Stop

actinglikeafo-)"Ipushedheroutof

thewayandrushedtothe

toilet,luckilyImadeitontimetothe

toiletseat.Irinsedmymouthand

walkedbacktomyroom,mymom

wasstillstandingnexttothedoor.

"Inyongoneh?Heh!"Sheclapped

once.Iknewmymomwasn'tgoingto

letthisdoctorvisitgo,especiallyafter

that.

Me:"Finekemah!Butjustknowthat

youarewastingyourmoneyon

somethingthatcanbetakencareof



righthereathome."

Mom:"Mxm!"Sheleftmyroom.I

lazilywalkedtowardsthebedand

startedmakingit.Iwasinnomood

togoanywheretoday,Ijustwanted

tohavealazydayinmyroom,reada

novelorwatchamovie,probably

sleepwhichissomethingIdoalot

thesedays.Itidiedupmyroom

beforegoingtothebathroomtotake

abath.

"Usheshelapho(hurryupinthere.)"

Mymomsaidasshepassedmein



thepassage.

Ididn'teventakethatmuchtimeto

bath,butmymomwasalready

knockingonthedoortellingmewe

don'thaveallday.MyGodthis

womanneedsaclassofpatienceI

swear!

Ilotionedmybodyandworemyblack

jeans,whichwasabitofastruggle

pullingthemupmybutt.Thiswas

wierdbecauseIdon'thaveabig

butt,that'sLunathi'sbusiness,Ohh

howImissher.Shewouldbe

laughingherheadoffrightnow

seeingmestrugglewithfittinginto

myjeans,Asenathiwouldstraightup



tellmethatIamfat.Wait!AmIfat?

DidIjustgainweightovernight?

Finally,theJeanwentup.Nowthe

strugglewasbuttoningit,itjust

wouldn'tbuttonup.Thereis

absolutelynowaythatIgained

weightjustlikethat!Iboughtthis

jeanamonthagoandIhaven'teven

woreitandalreadyitdoesn'tfitme?

HaythisiswitchcraftIswear!I

screamedinfrustration

"KwenzenjanimanjeZintle?!(Whats

wrongnow?!)"Irushedouttheroom

andwenttohers.



Mom:"Yini(Whatisit?)"

Me:"MyjeansMah!Theydon'tfitme!"

Iwantedtocry.

Mom:"Manjeiyonalento

ekukabalazisayo(sothat'sthething

that'smakingyouscream?)"Trusta

blackparenttoactlikethisinyour

timeofneed.

Me:"Mah!IfittedthisbeforeIbought

it,anditforperfectly.Nowitdoesn't!



Thisiswitchcraftmahngeke!"

Mom:"Witchcraftiswhat'sgrowing

insideyourstomachrightnow."What?

"Justgoandlookforsomethingelse

towearmarn,wearerunningoutof

time."Ilookedatheronce."Ungazi

amajeananiumuntuezokinya

ingane."IheardhermumbleasI

walkedout.Ababy?Whatbabyisshe

talkingabout?

Ipickedoutalosefittingdressinmy

wardrobe,eventhoughIdidn'tfeel

likewearingadress,Ihadnochoice.



Mom:"Idon'tknowwhyyoudidn't

wearthisinthefirstplace.

Ukuphaphanje!"Ididn'tanswerher.I

wasstillheartbrokenaboutmynew

jeans.WetookThandiwe'scarand

lefttotown.Thedrivewas

silent,mompaidnoattentiontomy

sulkingshejustsanghergospel

tunesandmindedherownbusiness.

Wefinallyarrivedatthedoctor,she

wenttospeaktothereceptionist

whileIsatdownandlookedaround

thearea.

Mom:"Woza!(Come!)"AwwIwasstill



enjoyingsittingdownnje.Istoodup

andfollowedherthroughthe

corridor,until.wereachedanopen

door,sheenteredwithoutknockingI

followedsuit."Goodmorningdoctor."

TheDoctorsmiled

Dr:"MrsMsomi,howareyou."

Mom:"EyyIamnotgooddoctor,Iam

notgoodatall."Iwonder.

Dr:"What'swrongdear?"



Mom:"Mydaughterhereissick."I

rolledmyeyes,luckilyshedidn't

noticeorelseIwouldhavegottena

backslap."She'svomitingevery

morning,she'salwayssleepingand

alwayscryingaboutaheadache.I

suspectthatsheispregnant."

Me:"What?!"Icouldn'tcontainmy

shock."MahIamnotpregnant."

Mom:"Shutupwena!Iamnottalking

toyou."Iamnotpregnant."Youknow

thesesymptomsdoctor.SoIbrought

herheresothatyoucandoa



pregnancytest."What?!Ifshereally

thoughtuwaspregnantshecould

haveboughthomepregnancytests

insteadofbringmehere.

Dr:"That'sallyouwant?"

Mom:"andanultrasound,Iwantto

knowhowfarsheis."JesusChrist!

ThiswomanIcallmymotherreally

believesthatIampregnant.

Dr:"Okay.Let'sgetstarted."Istillcabt

believethatmymomthinksIam

pregnant.Iamnotpregnant.



TheDoctorgavemeacupandtold

metogopeeinit.

Me:"Justgivemethetest,I'lldoit

myself."

Mom:"Haibo!Youevenknowhow

howtouseit?!Hayimhlola!"Mymom

isatypicaldramaticblackparent.

Me:"I'veseenLunathiuseitonce."

Lies!ButIknewshewouldn'tsay

anythingbadsinceLunathiis

married,she'sboundtobepregnant.



Mom:"Ohhh."Thedoctorhandedme

thesmallstick.Iwenttothe

bathroomanddidmybusiness,Iwas

stillcertainthatIwasnotpregnant.I

amjustdoingthistestjusttorejoice

inmymother'sfacewhentheresults

comebacknegative.Iwalkedback

intotheroomandplacedthestickon

topofthetablebeforesittingdown.

"Howlongarewesupposedtowait

doctor?"

Dr:"Let'swaitgivejusttobeonthe

safeside."LordIcan'twaitforthese



results.Iamnotreallynervous

becauseIknowIamnotpregnant,I

amonthepillforheavenssake!

"Alright,wecancheck!"Shetookthe

stickandlookedatitforawhile.She

lookedatmethenmymother,then

shelookedatmeagainwithasmall

smile."Congratulation,youaregoing

tobeamother."Waitwhat?!

Mom:"Amen!NgafauMsomi!(Msomi

isgoingtokillme.)"Iwasstuckon

theseatwithmymouthwideopen.

How?When?Why?AmIevenready

forthisbaby?Hellno!Ihavemy

wholelifeplannedoutandababyfits



nowhereinmyplans.

Me:"Iamnotkeepingit."Thwaaaa!A

slaplandedonmycheek.

Mom:"Youarenyotnyeepingnyit

makwenzenjan?Whoaskedyouto

gooutthereandopenyourlegsfor

bigaandnotuseprotection?Didthis

babyasktobemade?Notkeepingit

yamasimba!Youmadeyourbednow

lieinit!"Iwasstillinshock.Mymom

justslappedmeinfrontofadoctor

andontheotherhandIampregnant.



Dr:"MrsMsomi,Ithinkthisshouldbe

herchoice."

Mom:"Choiceyani?Theonlychoice

sheshouldhavethoughtaboutwas

thecondombrand!"Itsmaxnownot

choice,Iwantedtosay.

Dr:"Okaylet'scalmdown.Thestress

isnotgoodforthebabyMrsMsomi."

OhGodthere'sababynow!Iam

pregnant!"Canwecarryonwiththe

scan?"

Mom:"Yah!"Mymomissuddenly



pissedoffbutshewasokaywhenwe

leftthehouseandwhenshewas

tellingthedoctorthatIam

pregnant,butnowshe'slookingatme

likeabullseeingapersonwearing

somethingred.

TheDoctorinstructedmetogoand

lieonthebed,IdidasIwastold.She

liftedmydressupandplacedpaper

towelsonmytighs,thensheapplied

thecoldgelonmystomach.Shetook

hertoolandstartedmovingitaround

mystomach.

Dr:"There'sourtinybaby."OhGodI



amreallypregnant."Everythingis

perfectlyfinewiththelittleone."She

saidafterasecondsofmoving

aroundmystomach.Icouldn'thelp

butletthetearsfalloutofmyeyes.

Shetookthepapertowelandwiped

thegeloffmystomach.Igotoffthe

bedandwenttositnexttomy

motheragain.

Mom:"Ukhalelaini?(Whatareyou

cryingfor?)"

Dr:"Everythingisperfectlyfine,Iwill

drawsomebloodjusttotakeittothe



labfortestingbeforeIcanprescribe

medicationforher."

Mom:"Howfaralongisshe?"

Dr:"13weeks."That's3monthsanda

week,howthehelldidImissthis?

Mom:"Haike!Welcometo

motherhoodsisi."OhGod."Hayhay!

Ungakhali.Angithibekumnandi

umfanaelelephezukwakho?Suka

lezozinyembezike.(Nono!Don'tcry!

Itwasnicewhentheguywasontop

ofyouright?Wipethosetears)"What



amIgoingtodo?WhatamIgoingto

tellmydad?Ohmydad!He'sgoingto

murderme.

TheDoctordrewsomebloodbefore

weleftthesurgery.Iwasnothappy

atall,Iwasanemotionalwreck,my

momdidn'tseemtocareabout

that,insteadshekeptonmaking

jokesabouthowIamnolongergoing

togoout,howIamgoingtodropout

ofschoolandtakecareofthebaby.

Shewasjustaddingontothestress.

Sheevenwentasfarasbuyingalot

offruits,sayingthatshe'spreparing

metostarteatinghealthysothatI

don'tgainmoreweight,whatkindof



motheristhisthough?Ifitwas

someoneelse,Iwouldhavelaughed

mylungsoutbutbecauseit'sme,I

amupsetandcrying.

Mom:"Nowtellme,who'sthefatherof

thischild?"Ohshit!Wewereathome

inthekitchen."Yiniwathukangathi

awumazi(Whyareyouscaredlikeyou

don'tknowhim)"silence."Zintle!"I

lookeddownandfiddledwithmy

fingers."Haywena!Youdon'tknow

thefatherofyourchild?!"Sheraised

hervoice."Msindisi!!WhatdidIdoto

deservechildrenlikethismyLord.

Whyme?!Zintleyouarealsosleeping



aroundlikeyoursister?HuhZintle?!"

Whyisshecomparingmeto

Thandiwe.

Me:"Chamah(nomom)"

Mom:"Pho?(Then?)"Silence."Iswear

Iambeingpunished!Hayngabola

amathumbominastrunasi!Thereis

nowayIgavebirthtotwogirlswho

arebitches!!"Thathurtstothecore.

Nothingismorehurtfullikebeing

insultedbyyourownmother."So

whatdoItellyourfatherZintle?Huh?

DoItellhimthatyouarepregnantbut



youdon'tknkwwhothefatherofyour

childis?"Silenceagain!"Phendula

marn!"Shehitthecountershocking

me.

Me:"I'msorryMah."

Mom:"nyamnyorrynyah!Isthatwhat

youaregoingtosaytoyourfather?"I

shookmyhead."Hayungehlulile

Zintle!Notonlyareyoupregnantat

theageof19butyoualsodon'tknow

whothefatherofyourchildis.Hay

ungiphoxilemntanam(Youhave

disappointedmemychild.)"Ifeltmy



heartsinkingtothepitofmy

stomach.Thatword!Thatwordhasa

verydeepimpactonachild'slife.

Onceaparentsaysthatword,just

knowthatyouhavereceivedthe

worstpunishmentever.

Me:"I'msorrymah."

Mom:"angifunuamsorrywakho

mina(Idon'twantyourapology.)Ijust

wantthenameofthefather."

Me:"Iamnotsuremama."



Mom:"NaniZintlenihambanivula

imlenzemarnnivulelawonke

lamadodala!(Zintleyougoaround

openingyourlegsforeveryman!)"

HowdidIgethere?"Howmanyguys

couldpotentiallybethefather?"

Zintle:"Two."IsaidshamefullyShe

clappedonce.

Mom:"Ungehlulesisi!NowwhatdoI

tellyourfather?"



Zintle:"Pleasemahdon'ttellhimas

yet."ShelookedatmelikeIwas

crazy."JustuntilIfigureoutwhothe

fatheris."

Mom:"andhowexactlydoyouplan

ondoingthat?"

Me:"Idon'tknow,butIwillfinda

way."Shelookedatme."Pleasemah."

Mom:"2daysZintle!That'sallIam

givingyoutocomeupwithaname."

Shestoodupandleftthekitchen.I

amofficiallyscrewed!Mydadisnot



goingtobehappyaboutthis,Iam

reallyscaredabouthowhe'sgoingto

reacttothesenews.Mydadisreally

strict,hestillliveshislifeaccordingto

theancientways,althoughhe'scalm

andcollected,butheisaveryvery

cruelman,whichiswhyIamshaking

inmyboots.

○

2DAYSLATER.

Itriedfiguringoutwhothefather

couldbe,butIcouldn't.Turnsout

duringtheweekIconceivedthebaby

IhadsexwithbothThaboand



Thami,andIusedacondomwithboth

ofthemsinceIwasn'tonthepillback

then.Iguessbetweenthetwoof

them,acondomburstandwhoeverit

burstonkeptquietanddidn'ttellme

aboutit,howselfishisthat?!Iwas

stressedoutofmymind!Mymother

wasexpectingananswerfromme

soonandIdidn'thaveit.WhatdoI

tellher?Andshe'splanningontelling

mydadaboutthepregnancytoday!

Fuckmylife!

Ihavebeenavoidingmymomever

sinceshecamebackfromwork

today,Iwasinmyroomlisteningto

musicandunderthecovers.Ihad



absolutelynointentionsofgetting

outofthisroom,ifmymomwantsto

talktome,shewillcomeandgetme

herself.Iamactuallysurprisedthat

shehasn'tbangedonthedoor

screamingmyname.

Thismusicwasmakingmedrowsy,I

wasslowlydriftingofftosleep.I

couldfeelmyselfreachingthedepth

ofmysleepwhenIsuddenlyfeltcold

aironmybody,nextthingIfelta

stingonmythigh.Ijumpedoffthe

bedinshockandreadytoattack

whoeveritisthatbeatme.IfrozeasI

sawmyfumingdadinfrontofme

withabeltinhishand.



Dad:"Usuyalalawenahuh?!(Youhave

sexnowhuh?!)""Anothersting

landedonmyarm."Umithi

Zintle?!(youarepregnabtZintle?!"

Me:"Ngiyaxolisababa.(Iamsorry

dad)"Isobbed.

Dad:"Uxoliselani?!(whatareyousorry

for?!)"Twomorelashesonmythighs.

Itstinglikehell,Icouldn'thelpbut

screamintears."Fusegmarnubanga

umsindo!!(Voetsek/Pissoff!Youare

makingnoise!)"



Me:"Ngiyaxolisababa!(Iamsorry

dad!)"Iwasonthefloorcurvedlikea

ballashewhippedme.

Dad:"usukwaziukulalawenamanje

Zintle!(Youcanhavesexnow

Zintle?!)"Moreandmorelashes

landedallovermybody."Awuyazi

iclinicukuthiingakephi?!

AwuyenzangaiLOeskoleni?

Huh?(Don'tyouknowwheretheclinic

is?!DidntyoudoLOinschool?!)"I

wascrying."Phendulamarn!

AwuyenzangaiLO?(Answermeman!



DidntyoudoLO?!)"

Me:"Ngiyenzilebaba.(Ididdad)"I

repliedinmycryingvoice.

Dad:"Pho?Konakalekephi?!

Nosiswakhowesilimaubeazi

ngokuzikhuselamarn!!Wenauhlulwe

yini?Huh?!(So?Whatwentwrong?!

Evenyourstupidsisterknewabout

protectingherself.Wasthatdifficult

foryou?!)"

"Babahaysekwanelemanje!(My

husbanditsenoughnow!"



Dad:"Kwaneleini?!Faneleafunde

isifundolomarn!(Enoughwhat?!She

needstolearnherlesson!!)"

Mom:"Haykanjebaba.

NgiyamxoliselaMsomi.(Notlikethis

myhusband.Iapologiseforher)"My

daddidn'tlisten.Hewhippedmewith

thebeltagain."Baba!Hlisaumoya

ngiyakucela....YobeNomndayi!(My

husbandcalmdownplease!

ApologiesNomndayi!"Hestepped

awayfrommehuffing.



Dad:"Ngizokubulalawena!!(Iwillkill

you!!)"Hepointedatmewiththe

belt,thenhelefttheroominanger.

Mymomrushedtomeandhelped

meup.

Mom:"Areyouokay?"Ofcoursenot!

I'vejustbeenwhippedwithabeltall

overmybody."Areyoufeelingany

pains?"

Me:"Yes,mybodystings."

Mom:"Yourstomach?Anycramps?"I

shookmyhead.Shesighedinrelief.



"AyynaniZintle!Niyamkhathaza

umuntu."IguessIamgoingto

apologiseforthisfortherestofmy

life."Youareluckyyourfatherdidn't

sendyoupacking."Ididn'tsay

anything,mybodywasinpain.

"Ngiyabuya.(I'llbeback)"

Isitcruelofmetowishthatthe

woundsIsufferedareenoughto

makememiscarry?Idon'twantthis

baby,andsinceIcan'ttakecareoffit

myself,Iwishnaturedoes.

Mymomcamebackwithabasinthat

wasfilledwithwater,ithadweird

leaves.Shestartedcleaningmy

bruiseswiththewarmwater,after



thatsheappliedanoniamentonmy

bodywhichkindofsoothedthe

burningsensationonmybody.

Mom:"IcanonlygiveyouPanado

rightnow."Itookitandgulpedit

downwithwater."Havesomerest,I

willwakeyouupwhenit'stimeto

eat."Shetuckedmeinthebedbefore

leaving.Thiswassoweird,mymom

isneverthiskindespeciallyifwegot

punishmentthatwedeserved,

insteadshejusttellsustostop

cryingortomoveawayandgocry

somewhereveryfarfromher.This

wasadifferentsidetoherthatIam



witnessing,thesoftandgentleside,I

amnotcomplainingthough.

It'sdayslikethisthatImissLunathi,if

wewereontalkingtermsshewould

callmeandtrytocheermeupright

now,whichissomethingIneed.I

havebecomeanemotional

wreck,andIamblamingitonthis

pregnancy.Rightnowmypillowis

wetwithtearsandsnot,becauseI

can'tseemtostopcrying.Mylifeis

fallingapart,IampregnantandI

don'tknowwhothefatherofthebaby

is,oncemydadfindsoutaboutthis

heusdefinitelygoingtokickmeout

ofhishouse.WhereamIgoingtogo?



Ican'tgothroughthisalone,Ineed

support.

"Canwemeetupandtalk?"-Sent!

Letmejustsleepandletmywounds

heal.Iwillworryabouteverything

elsetomorrow.
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SolastnightIgotderailedfrommy

mission,asmuchasIwantedtofind

outabouttheDNAtesting,Ienjoyed

themultipleorgasmsIgotlastnight.

Todayisanotherday,Icanstilltryand

domyresearch,butIthinkhewillbe

suspicioussoIguesswewillhaveto

relyontheinternetasalways.

Sivuyile:"Heybaby."Mindyouhewas

stillinsideme,wasIfeelingthatmuch

pleasurethatIdidn'tfeelhis

heaviness.Hegavemeakiss

Me:"heylove."Ithinkit'swaypastthe



morning.

Sivuyile:"where'smysmile?"Igiggled.

Me:"howdoyouexpectmetosmile

whenthereisaheavyloadontopof

me."Hechuckled.

Sivuyile:"Youweren'tcomplaininglast

nightnje."

Me:"Lastwaslas-mmmmh"hewas

moving.



Sivuyile:"Youweresaying?"

Me:"Ahhhnothing."Iletmyeyesslip

closetakinginthepleasurethat

camewitheachthrust.Afewmore

thruststheintensepleasurestarted

buildingup,soonwebothexploded.

Sivuyile:"Damn!"Hekissedmethen

hepulledoutwhilepanting,helaidon

hisback."Iloveyousomuch."I

laughed.

Me:"Youlovemeormycastle?"He

chuckled.



Sivuyile:"Both,butyoumore."

Me:"weneedtogetup."

Sivuyile:"Nowedon't.It'sthe

weekend,wecanstayinbedthe

wholedayanddowhatwedobest."

Hebitmyshoulderlightly.Imarrieda

sexaddict,Iswear.

Me:"Nothankyou.Youwanttoripmy

pussyapart."



Sivuyile:"It'snotmyfaultthatit's

sweetandwarmandIcan'tget

enoughofit."Igiggled.

Me:"Youareasexaddict."

Sivuyile:"Onlywhenitcomestoyou."

Hesuckedonmyneck,mybreath

hitched.

Me:"mmhmmbaby,Ineedtogetup."

Sivuyile:"Whymylove?"



Me:"Ihaveplanswithmyfriends."

Sivuyile:"Soyouarechoosingyour

friendoveruZizi?"Ilaughed.

Me:"Whydoyouhavetoinvolveyour

dick?"

Sivuyile:"causeheneedsyour

attentiontoday."

Me:"don'tworry,tonightIamall

yours,asalways."Hechuckled.



Sivuyile:"Hayokaykebaby.

Khandiphefuthi(givemesomeagain)

beforewewakeup."Haike!

Me:"No!"Iuntangledmyselffromhis

grip

Sivuyile:"Babymarn."

Me:"ah.ah."Imovedawayfromhim

andendedupfallingonthefloor,he

laughed.

Sivuyile:"uncamelaukuwakunokuthi



undiphe?(soyouwouldratherfall

thantogivemesome)"Welaughed.

Me:"Leavemealonetuu."Hegotup

fromthebed,Iknewhewasgoingto

cometome.Istoodupandrantothe

bathroomwhilelaughing,Ilockedthe

door.

Sivuyile:"Iwillcatchyou."Ilaughed.

Thisguy'ssexdriveistoomuch,I

can'tkeepupwithhim.Wemadelove

lastnightandthismorning,buthestill

wantsmore?HaynoIcan't.

Idecidedtotakealongbath,justto



makesurethatwhenIgobacktothe

roomhe'snotthere.Aftermylong

relaxingshower,Iwrappedmybody

withatowelthenwentbacktothe

room,wellItiptoedintotheroom

checkingwhetherhe'sintheroomor

not,luckilyhewasn't.Ilotionedmy

body,thenIcheckedmyphone.Ihad

amessagefromAseinformingme

thatwearemeetingatKay'sflat.The

sunwasblazinghotoutside,sowhy

notshowoffsomeskin?Sivuyilewill

havetoforgivemeshame.Iworemy

blackminiskirt,alimebratopandI

toppeditoffwithablackdenim

jacket.Everyoneshouldshowoff



someskinnowandthenright?

BesidesI'llbeindoors,noonewillbe

looking.Myhairwasgrowingshame,

butitwasstilltooshortformy

liking,mybobweavewilldofortoday.

Ilookedreallycute,Ihardlywear

thesekindofclothes,buttodayIjust

feltlikewearingthem.NowIneedto

figureoutawayofleavingthishouse

intheseclothes,Iknowforsurethat

Sivuyilewon'tbehappywiththis

outfit,soIhavetotryandsoftenhim

upsomeway-NoIamnotgoingto

offerhimsex,Ican't.Okay,heregoes

nothing!Itookmyalreadypacked

slingbagandlefttheroom.



○

IarrivedatKay'sflat,mygirlswere

alreadyherecauseIcouldherethe

noisefromoutside.Ididn'teven

botherknocking,Ijustentered,they

weresittinginthelivingroomwitha

coolerboxonthefloor,musicblasting

throughthespeakers.

Me:"Hehe!Whydidn'tanyonetellme

thatwearehavingaparty!!."The

cheered!Kayloweredthevolume.

Kay:"Wedidn'thearyougetin."



Me:"Withthemusicblastingsoloud,I

amnotsuprised."Isatdownnextto

Lucy,Ididn'tevenknowthathewas

goingtobehere,notthatImind

though.

Kay:"It'snotthatloud."Couldhave

fooledme.

Me:"andthen?Whatarewe

celebrating?"Everyonehadadrinkin

theirhand.

Ase:"morelikewearedrowningour

sorrows."



Me:"Whathappened?"

Ase:"Markischeatingonme."

Kay:"Myparentswanttopaylobola

forZekhetheloonmybehalf."

Zintle:"IampregnantandIdon'tknow

whothefatheris."

Me:"AndwenaLucy?"



Lucy:"Iamdrinkingformoral

support."Ilaughed.

Me:"Youguysaregoingthroughthe

mostneh?"

Zintle:"Youhavenoidea."

Me:"WenaZintleyouarenoteven

supposedtodrink."

Zintle:"oneglassofwineisnot

harmfultothebaby."



Me:"Andthat'syourfirstone?"

Zintle:"Yes."

Me:"anditbetterbethelastone."

Zintle:"Yesmom!"

Me:"Asehowdidyoufindoutthat

Markischeatingonyou?"

Ase:"Isawhimwithmyowntwoeyes.

Ihaveneverbeensohurt."



Kay:"Whyareyouhurt?Youwere

cheatingonthepoorguytoo."

Ase:"AndImadesurethathenever

foundout.Yenahecouldn'tevenbe

carefulwithhissidepiecetomake

showthatIdon'tfindout.Theywere

makingoutinpublic,Ineverdidthat

withThandazani.InfactMarkwasthe

sidepiece."Shesippedonherbrutal

fruit."IdidnotexpectthisfromMark,

Ithinkthat'swhathurtsmemore."IfI

couldIwouldlaughatAsenathi's

hypocrisy,butIcanseethatmypoor



friendisreallyhurtsoIwon'tlaugh.

Me:"Askiesfriend(sorry),Markisa

loser.Helostoutonagoodgirl."I

hadtocomforther

Ase:"Ohhhellno!Iamnotgoingto

breakupwithhim."

Me:"Youarenot?"

Ase:"No!ThereisnowayinhellIam

goingtoallowanothergirltopush

meoutofmyboyfriend'slife,nono



nono.Thatwon'thappen,notto

Asenathi.Besides,Idon'tthinkIcan

survivebeingman-less"welaughed.

"Idon'twanttowakeupavirgin

mna,yohsoze."She'scrazy.

Lucy:"Andgirlyoudoneedsomeone

todrillyoueveryflippentime!"

Zintle:"Exactly!Imaginehowawfullife

wouldbewithoutsex."

Lucy:"GeezIdon'tevenwantto

imagineit!"



Zintle:"Ihaven'thadsexindaysandit

alreadyfeelslikealifetime."

Kay:"Hah!Igotservicedlastnight."

Wecheered.

Me:"ooolala!Whowasit?"

Kay:"SomeguyImetlastnight."

Me:"Andyouhadsexwithhim?You

don'tevenknowhim."



Kay:"Idon'tneedtoknowhim,aslong

ashisdickcandothejobthenIam

cool,andboydoesheknowhisjob!

Damn!I'mgettinghornybyjust

thinkingaboutoursession."

Lucy:"Washethatgoodfriend?"

Kay:"Youhavenoidea!It'sapityI

don'thavehisnumber,causeifIdid

mmmhhewouldbedrillingmeright

now."Remindwhyarewetalking

aboutsexagain?

Ase:"Youarebusythinkingabout



beingdrilledwhileyourparentsare

abouttogetyouabride."Welaughed.

Kay:"Don'tboremeplease."

Ase:"Poorgirlisinforatreat."

Kay:"Canwenottalkaboutthings

thatmadeusbuythisalcoholinthe

firstplace?"

Us:"Agreed!"

Ase:"Heh!Ididn'tnoticethatMariais



showingoffsomeskintoday."

Kay:"Who'sMariaagain?"

Ase:"Lunathi.Standupandletme

seeyouproperly."WhyamIstanding

upandstrikingaposenogal?"Girl!

Whatdidyourhusbandsaywhenhe

sawyouwearinglikethat?"

Me:"Nothing."Shelookedatme.

"Okay,Isnuckoutbeforehecaneven

seeme."Theylaughed.



Kay:"Heisthecontrollingtype?"

Me:"No."Isaiddefensive

Ase:"Yes!MyGodheisgoingtokill

you."Shelaughed.

Me:"Hewon't.Ijusthavetomake

surethathedoesn'tseemewearing

likethis."

Lucy:"Youlooksexy."

Me:"Thankyoudoll."



Lucy:"I'msureifyousenthimapic,he

wouldloveit."

Me:"Ahhnohewon't!"Theylaughed.

Ase:"Youshouldwearlikethismore

often,youlookcute."

Me:"Istillvaluemylife,thankyouvery

much."

Kay:"Doyouknowwhattheysay

aboutthecontrollingtype?"



Zintle:"What?"

Kay:"Theyareveryverygoodinbed.

Sotellme,ishegoodinbed?"Iletout

anaughtysmile.

Me:"Letsjustsay,Igetthoroughly

servicedeverynight."Iwinked,they

screamed.

Lucy:"Hedoeslooklikethetypethat

cangiveittoyouallnightlong."



Me:"Youhavenoidea!"Cheersagain!

Ase:"It'ssoweirdtalkingaboutmy

brother'ssexlife."Welaughed.

"Speakingofmybrother,didyouask

himaboutthetesting?"Ohshoot.

Me:"I...uh...Itried."

Zintle:"Whatdoyoumeanyoutried?"

Me:"Iaskedhimneh,hetoldmethat

youcangetitdonebutit'squiterisky

inyourfirsttrimester.BeforeIcould



gethimtotellmeaboutthe

procedureandthedifferenttests,shit

happenedanduhIcouldn'taskhim

anymore."

Zintle:"Whatdoyoumeanshit

happened?"

Me:"Hejustwasn'tinterestedin

hearingmetalkaboutawomanina

series."

Ase:"Womaninaseries?"



Me:"YousaidIshouldn'tmention

Zee'sname,soImadeupsomething.

Itoldhimwewerewatchinaseries

andthewomanwasinZintle's

posion."

Ase:"Youshouldhavepushedtoget

moreinfo."

Me:"Icouldn't."

Ase:"Whynot?"

Me:"Because....."Ilookedaway.



Zintle:"That'snotananswer."

Me:"Igotdistractedfromthemission,

okay."

Ase:"Bywhat?"Haike!Whatwiththe

3rddegreequestions

Me:"Canwetalkaboutsomething

else?"

Kay:"Shegotdistractedbythedick

guys."I'mprettysuremycheekswere



red.

Ase:"No!"Ishrugged.

Me:"I'mprettysurewecangetthis

informationfromtheinternetguys."

Lucy:"I'malreadyonit."

Zintle:"Wewantedadoctor'sopinion."

Me:"sorry,Ihadtoattendtomy

man'sneeds."



Ase:"Traitor!"Ilaughed.

Lucy:"Igotsomethinghere.There'sa

testcalledtheNon-InvasivePrenatal

paternitytest."

Zintle:"Howdoesitwork?"

Lucy:"accordingtothis,youjustneed

abloodsamplefromthemotherand

acheekswabfromthepossible

father.Sendthosesampletothelab

andwaitforyourresults."



Zintle:"WhencanIdoit?"Thatwas

quick.

Lucy:"asearlyas7weeksintothe

pregnancy.Youare3monthssoyou

candoitrightaway."

Zintle:"Where?How?"

Lucy:"Youcanorderthekitonline.Let

mecheckforasec."

Zintle:"Shit!Howarewegoingtoget



Thabo'scheekswabwithouthim

beingsuspicious."

Me:"Thatwillbeimpossible."

Ase:"maybeyoushouldtellhim.I

meanheknowsaboutThami,hewill

surelyunderstandwhyyouneedto

dothis."

Zintle:"No.Hewillthinkamabitch."

Me:"Ofcoursenot."



Lucy:"Yepthere'sakityoucanorder

online."

Zintle:"Wait!IneedtotellThabofirst."

Kay:"Areyousureyouwanttodo

that?"

Zintle:"WhatdoIhavetolose,right?"I

nodded"Canyoucallhim?"Whyme?

"Ithinkitwillbemuchbettercoming

fromyou."

Me:"HahZintle!Ithinkheshouldhear



itfromyou."

Ase:"Ayymarn!Itdoesn'tmatterwho

hehearsitfrom,aslongasheknows

qha!Wejustneedthatsample."How

rude.

Me:"Fine."Itookoutmyphonefrom

mybaganddialedhisnumber.

Ase:"Loudspeakerkaloku."Iputiton

speakerasitrang.

Thabo:"Punkie."



Me:"Ohhhelloabuti."

Thabo:"Heysweetheart,iseverything

okay?"

Me:"Yeaheverythingisfine."

Thabo:"Areyousure?Youdon't

soundokay."Maybethat'sbecause

amabouttotellyouthatyouare

goingtobeafather,wellpossibly.

Me:"I'mfineabuti.Areyoualone,can



youtalk?"

Thabo:"I'mwithSlindile,butyesIcan

talk."He'swithhisgirlfriend?

Me:"Ican'tdothis."Imouthedtomy

friends.Asesnatchedmyphoneand

coveredthemic.

Ase:"Youhavetodothis."Icould

hearmybrothercallingmyname

Me:"He'swithhisgirlfriend,didn'tyou

hearthat?"



Zintle:"Wedon'tcareaboutthat,just

doit."Haibo.

Me:"Youdoit."

Zintle:"PleaseBooty."Isighed.

Me:"Fine!"Arehandedmebackthe

phone,Ican'tbelievetheyaremaking

medothis."Abutiareyoustillthere?"

Thabo:"Yes,whathappened?"



Me:"Networkproblem,sorryabout

that."

Thabo:"Alright,sowhatcanIdofor

myPunkiepie."OhGod.Heregoes

nothing.

Me:"Zintleispregnantandshe

doesn'tknowwhothefatheris

betweenyouandherboyfriendnow

shewantstodoatesttofindout

whothefatherissinceyouknow

abouthersituationwewerehopping

thatyouwouldbewillingtodothe

test."Iwasrumbling,onceIstarted



talkingIcouldn'tstop,Iwastoo

nervous.Iwasexpectingsome

responsefromhimbuttherewas

silence,IcouldseeZintle'seyes

gettingteary."Abutiareyoustill

there?"

Thabo:"Yeah,*ahem*I'mstillhere."

Me:"DidyouhearwhatIsaid?"

Thabo:"YeahIdid."O-kay."Whereis

Zintlerightnow?"Zintlemotionedfor

menottotellhim.



Me:"Uhmshe'snothere."

Thabo:"nanayou'veneverbeena

goodlie.Putheronthephone

please,andleavetheroom."Excuse

me?Thisismyphonemos.

Me:"Ohh."Igaveascaredlooking

Zintlethephone.

Zintle:"Hello."Shestoodupandwent

downthepassage.



Ase:"whereisshegoing?Wealso

wanttohear."Lol.

Lucy:"Yourbrotherissosweet.You

arethelastbornright?"Inodded.My

mindwasonthephonecallwith

Zintle."Hetreatsyoulikeababy."

Ase:"Tellmeaboutit."Sherolledher

eyes."Iwishmybrothersalsoloved

melikethat."

Me:"Whatareyoutalkingabout?Your

brothersloveyou."



Ase:"Iamtalkingaboutmyreal

brothers,notmycousins.Sivuyile

lovesmemorethanmybrothers

do,alltheydoisthrowmoneyatme

andremotelycontrolmylife.Have

youeverheardmesayIwasonthe

phonewithanyofmybrothers?"I

shookmyheadno."Exactly!They

don'tcareaboutme."

Me:"TheydoAse."

Ase:"Notheydon't,andpleasedon't

tryandconvincemeotherwise."Hay



letmeshutmymouth.Wesatin

silenceanddrankouralcohol.Afew

minuteslaterZintlecamebackwith

thephoneonherhand,Icouldn't

reallyreadher.

Lucy:"Well?Whatdidhesay?"

Zintle:"Hesaidhewilldoit."We

cheeredinhappiness.

Kay:"Whydon'tyoulookhappy

though?"



Zintle:"Iam."Welookedather."I'm

justsadthatifthebabyis

Thabo's,thenmybabyisgoingto

growupwithtwoseparateparents."

Duh!

Me:"obviously."

Zintle:"Idon'twantthatformychild."

Haike!Isatbackonthecouchand

downedmyBernin,Iamnotaboutto

entertainthisconversation.

Ase:"Youdon'treallyhaveachoiceIn

thissituationmylove.Ihatetobreak



ittoyou,butThaboisintohis

girlfriendunfortunately."Thankyou

Ase!

Zintle:"Wedon'tknowthatforsure."

Ase:"Ido.Andyouneedtosave

yourselffromaheartbreakandstop

imaginingyouandThabotogether."

Zintle:"Whoknows,maybethisbaby

mightbringustogether."

Kay:"Ifit'shis."



Zintle:"Ithinkit'shis,Icanfeelitin

mybones."

Ase:"Hehakesangoma!"Welaughed.

Zintle:"isitwrongformetobeinlove

withThabo?"Shewaslookingatme.

Me:"Iamnotgettinginvolvedsisi.I

warnedyoumultipletime,Iamnot

doingitagain."

Zintle:"Youdon'tknowmy



relationshipwithThabo,he'sprobably

withthatgirljusttogetoverthehurtI

causedhimwhenIrejectedhim."

Me:"right!"Ican'tsayanythingcauseI

don'tknowwhat'sgoingoninmy

brother'shead,butIdostrongmy

believethatmybrotherisoverZintle.

Shejustneedstoacceptitandfocus

onThamiandherbaby,infactshe

shouldjustbesinglebecauseit

seemslikeshe'snolongerintoThami

now.

Kay:"Canwejustdrinkandbemerry?



Wewilltalkaboutthisbabyissue

someothertimehle.Wearetoo

stressedtobediscussingthatkindof

topic."

Ase:"Yes!Makunxilwe!(Let'sget

drunk.)"Sheraisedupherbottle.

Lucy:"bumpthemusicupplease!"

Kayincreasedthevolume,we

screamedasDJZinhle'sUmlilocame

on.

○

"Babe!Whereareyou?"IshoutedasI

enteredthehouse.Iwasalittlebit



tipsy,hencetheshouting,Ijust

wantedmymannexttome.

Someonewasdefinitely

cooking,maybeitwasMam'Luvoor

Manxelecausemyhusbandcan't

cooktosavehislife.Imademyway

tothelounge.

Me:"Lover."Hewassittingonthe

couchwithSipho,thatexplainsthe

unfamiliarcarinthedriveway."Ohh

hello."Iwenttositnextto

Sivuyile,whoimmediatelyputhis

handonmythighasIsatdown.He

squeezeditsendingasensational

feelingdownthere.Itriedkissing



him,helookedawayanditlandedon

hischeek.Iamnotafanofkissingin

frontofeveryone,buttodayIjustfelt

likedoingit,Ithinkit'sthealcohol.

Sipho:"Heyyou.Wherehaveyou

been?"

Me:"Atafriend'shouse.Whendidyou

arrive?"

Sipho:"AboutanhouragoIthink."

Me:"Where'smychamp?"



Sipho:"He'swithhismother

unfortunately.I'llbringhimtomorrow

though."

Me:"Yeey!Ican'twaittoseehim."

Sipho:"He'sbeenaskingaboutyou."

Me:"Akereyouarekeepinghimaway

fromme."Hechuckled.

Sipho:"itsnotme,it'shismother."

Sivuyilewasoddlyquiet.



"Foodwillre-ohhhhithere."She's

alsohere?Andshe'scookinginmy

kitchen?!Idon'tthinkIlikethat.

Me:"HiLusanda."Ismiled.

Lusanda:"Hey."Shesatdownnextto

herman,Iguesstheyhavefixed

things."Foodwillbereadyinafew,I

knowyouguysmustbestarving."

Me:"Ohhyouaretheonecooking?"



Lusanda:"Yes.Isawthatyouwere

nothereanditwasgettinglate,soI

decidedtocook.Ihopeyoudon't

mind."DoImind?IthinkIdo.

Me:"Noatall."Ismiledalittle.Wesat

insilenceforafewminutes."Excuse

meguys,Ineedsomewater."Istood

upandwenttothekitchen.Iwent

straighttothefridgeandtookouta

bottleofwater.Owon'tlieherfood

smeltniceshame,Iwassotempted

toopenthepotsandseewhatshe

wascookingbutIdecidedagainstit.I

wonderwhogaveherper-



Me:"WTF?!"Thebottleslippedoffmy

handassomeonegrabbedmywaist,

thepersonturnedmearound."Geeez

youscaredmeman!"Isighedinrelief.

"What'swrong?"Helookedmad.

Damnhe'ssodamnsexyevenwhen

heispissedoff

Sivuyile:"Youlikedefyingmeneh?"

Me:"WhatdidIdo?"

Sivuyile:"Whatthehellareyou



wearingLunathi?"Ohhshoot!Iforgot

aboutthat."TonightIamgoingto

teachyoualesson."Hepushedtothe

counter.Heroughlykissedmy

lips,hishandsweresqueezingmy

waist,Icouldn'thelpbutmoan.I've

beenhorny,Ithinkit'sbecauseofthe

wine.

Me:"Ouch."Isaidashebitmylip.He

turnedmearound,Icouldfeelhis

bulgeonmyass.Hehandmovedup

mythigh,hetouchmyalready

drippingwetcastle.Herubbeditfora

fewseconds,hepulledthepantyto

theside,IfeltZiziknockingatmy



entrance.Herubbedmyvaginalips

withZizi,Iwantedhiminsideme

already.Iwasstillenjoyingthe

feelingwhenheslammedZiziinside

me."Ahhhh."

Sivuyile:"Shhhh."Ican'tshhhwhile

he'sslamminginsidemelikethis.

Me:"OhGod."Heclosedmymouth

withhishand,hebitmyshoulderto

preventhimselffrommakingnoise.

Heuppedhispace,eachstrokecame

withitsownmindblowingpleasure.

I'veneverdoneitlikethis



before,especiallywithpeopleinthe

nextroom,andtheycouldwalkin

anytime."Mmmmh."Hebitmy

shoulderharder,itwaspainand

pleasureallinone.Wait!He'sabout

tocum"mmmhmmmh."Iwantedto

tellhimtowaitforme,butIcouldn't

becauseofhishandonmymouth.

Hewasn'tgentleatallwithhis

thrusts

Sivuyile:"Shit!"Hereleasedhissemen

inme,thenhepulledout."Goand

changethisoutfit."Heleft.Didhe

justleavemehanging?Ididn'teven

reachmyclimax,howcouldhebeso



selfish?Ifthisishispunishmentthen

hehassucceeded.Istoodtherein

thekitchentryingtogathermy

strength,Icouldfeelanitchdown

thereanditneededtobetakencare

ofsoon.

"Areyouokay?"Ilookedather

Me:'Yeahuhm,uhI'mfine."NoI

wasn't!Myhusbandjustdeprivedme

anorgasm.Icouldfeelhereyeson

me,maybesheheardthenoiseofshe

sawsomething.Iquicklyexistedthe

kitchenbecauseIcouldn'tstandher



stareanylonger.Itookmy

unsatisfiedselftomyroom.

Istillcan'tbelievethatSivuyiledid

thattome,Iwassoclosetogetting

myhappyendingbuthehadtodeny

methatchance.Ifthisisn'tcruel,then

Idon'tknowwhatitis.Ichangedinto

mysweatpantsandhist-shirt,thenI

joinedtheminthedinningarea.

Theconversationwasn'tthatexciting

onthetable,itwasokay.Thepeople

whoweretalkingthemostwasSipho

andSivuyile,meandLusandawould

justpitchinhereandthereandthat's

it.Wedidn'tevenhaveaconversation

amongourselves,weabsolutelyhave



nothingincommon,wehavenothing

tosharewitheachotherandI've

beensensingabitofhostilityfrom

heretonight,Idon'tknowwhat's

wrongwithher.

○

Theboringdinnerwasfinallyover,

Lusandatookituponherselftowash

thedishesbeforetheyleftthehouse.

Idon'tknowwhoshewastryingto

impressbyactingliketheladyofthe

house,maybeshewantedtoshow

Siphothatsheisawifematerial.Her

foodwasniceshame,Iwon't

lie,Siphowilldefinitelygetfatoncehe

startslivingwithher.



Sivuyile:"haveyouseenmyphone?"

Okeptmymouthshut."Awwusoyou

arenotgoingtotalktomenow?"

Silence"Baby?"Itookoffmysleepers

andgotinsidethecovers."Hawuyou

aresleepingalready?Ithoughtyou

wereallminetonight?"Hewishes!

Notafterwhathedidtome."Kodwa

Lunathiyouarewrong.Iwasjust

punishingyoufordefyingmyorders.

Youcan'tgooutthereinpublic

wearingwhatyouwerewearing,and

we'vespokenaboutthisbeforebut

wenayouchoosenottolisten."He

movedtheblanketsoffme.



Me:"I'mtryingtosleephere."

Sivuyile:"NotbeforeyoufeedZizi."I

wantedtolaugh."Pleasebaby,you

knowIcan'tsleepwithoutsaying

goodnighttomyspecialplace."I

couldn'thelpbutlaugh.

Me:"Leavemealonetuu."

Sivuyile:"Pleasebaby,letmetake

careofthatitch."Heloweredhis

head,Imethimhalfway.Ourlips



collided.Hebrokethekiss"Youare

evenwearingaonesie,baby.You

werereallygoingtoletmesleep

withoutagoodnight."Igiggled.He

kissedmeagain,thistime

hungrily,indicatingthathewasready

tomovetothenextlevel,andsowasI,

Ihadanitchthatneededtobetaken

careoff.Hismouthwasonmyneck

kissingandlickingwhileheunzipped

myonesieandtriedtotakeitoff.I

liftedmyhipstohelphimpullifoff.

Hewedgedhisshouldersbetween

mylegstoholdthemopen,anddove

rightin.Ifelthistongueswirling

aroundmyclit,licking,lapping,



tasting.

“OhmyGod"Imoanedinpleasure.

Heteasedmebypullingthefolds

backandflickingthenubthatwas

exposedwithhistongue,thenby

nibblinglightlyonitwithhisteeth.I

wantedmore.Heslippedafingerinto

mywetcastle,thentwo,thenhe

startedhumpingthefingersintome,

hard.Theorgasmrolledthroughme

likeawave,justagentleswellthat

leftmeempty.“Youtastesosweet,”

hesaidwhilemovinguptomylips,

hepressedhislipsagainstmine,

slippinghistongueinsidemymouth

soIcouldtastemyself.Ididn’tmind



thetasteofmyowncumatall,

especiallynotwhenitwasmixedwith

thetasteofhim.Hestoodup,he's

boxerswerestrainingagainsthis

harddick,Iwantedtopounceonhim

rightthereandthen,Ilikehowhewas

slowlyturningmeintoasex

addict,onlyforhimthough.

Me:"Letmetakecareofyou."Isaidin

avoicefulloflust.Igotupfromthe

bedandstoodinfrontofhim,Igot

andpulledhisboxersdownandZizi

sprangoutwithexcitement,I'llnever

getoverthesizeofhim.Ipushedhim

onthebedthenIleanedforwardto



lickthedropofpre-cumfromhis

cock.Itwasslightlysalty,Istarted

myassaultonhisdickwithmylips

andtongue.Ilickedaroundthehead

afewtimesbeforeslippingmy

mouthoverhimandsuckinghim,I

heldhimsteadywithmyhandand

startedbobbingmyheadasIjerked

him,myotherhandcuppinghisballs

andshakingthemlikeapairofdice.

Hemoaned.

Sivuyile:“Ohyeahbaby,that'sitright

there."Hegroaned.

Iobliged,takinghimdeeperintomy

mouth.Ifelthishandsonmyhead.I

stoppedasheshiftedupthebed.



"Let'strysomethingnewtonight."

Me:"Andwhat'sthat?"Hetoldmeto

climbonthebed,Ididthat.Hemade

melieoftopofhim,myfacewason

hisdickwhilemymyvaginawas

almostonhisface,thiswasindeed

somethingnew.Hebroughtmyhips

downandstartedeatingmeout

again,Iletoutaloudmoan.Igrabbed

hisdickandstartedsuckingonit.We

stayedlikethatforawhile,pleasuring

eachother.Hepushedastifftongue

insidemycastle,andImaintainedmy

suckingonhisdick.



Sivuyile:"Ohshit!I’mgettingreally

close,baby.AndIdon'twanttocum

inyourmouth.”

Iswungmylegoverandturned

around.Iwasstillstraddlinghim,but

Iwaslookingathisfacenow.Iheld

Zizisteadywithonehandand

loweredmyselfontohim,lowering

myselfonhim.Webothmoanedat

thesensations.Heheldmyhandsas

Istartedtomoveslow,justshifting

forwardandback,gettingusedtothe

feelofhiminsideme.Iwantedto

takecontroljustincasehedecides

todenymemyhappyendingagain,I



uppedthepacealittle,movingup

anddownhisbody,untilIwas

bouncingonhim.Isloweddown

again,grippinghimtightwithmy

innermusclesandjustmovingmy

hipsinaslightlycircularway,grinding

downonhimhard.Hegroanedand

pulledmedownforakiss.

Heheldmecloseandflippedmeover

unexpectedly,landingmeonmyback.

Sivuyile:“Iamgoingtofuckyou

now.”Somuchfortakingcontrol,how

amazing*eyesrolling*

HepumpedinandoutofmesofastI



couldbarelykeepup.Withevery

thrustapowerfulsensationwas

buildingup,moanswerefillingupthe

room.Heslowedthepaceaftera

whiletogiveusbothtimetocatch

ourbreath.Ourbodieswereslickwith

sweat,andmycumhaddripped

betweenmybuttcheeks.Heground

hishipsonmine,justholdingitthere

whilewetookafewdeepbreaths.

Andthenhepulledoutalmostallthe

way,beforepumpinginagain,going

deepandsureandfast.Hedidthis

overandover,everythrusttakinghim

deeperinsideme.Hequickenedthe

paceagain,andIcouldfeelthe



orgasmbuildingup,Hegrabbedmy

legupoverhisshoulder,thenew

angledeepeningthepenetration.I

couldn'tholditanymore,Iscreamed

louderasIletgo,lettingnaturetakeit

course.MybodywastwitchingasI

camehard!

Hegaveafewlaststrokesandthehe

trembledandlungeddeepinsideme,

cryingoutaspleasurealsoovercame

him,Ifelthiscumcoatingmywalls

warmly.“Iloveyou"Hewhisperedin

ahoarsevoice.Icouldfeelthewalls

ofmyvaginaclenchinghim

rhythmically,milkinghisdickfluids.

Mymuscleswerequiveringaround



him,andhewassodeep,IswearI

couldfeelhistipinsidemystomach.

Whenitwasover,heputmylegdown

andhelaiddownnexttome."I

fuckenloveyousomuchbaby."

Me:"Iloveyoumore."Hekissedmy

shoulder.Whataperfectwaytoend

mynight.We'veneverdone

somethinglikethisbefore,Iwas

happy.Isleptwithasmileacrossmy

face.

○

UNKNOWN

Sheparkedhercarinthemiddleof



thetrees,thensheembarkedonthe

shotjourneytothesmallhutupthe

hill.Shewantedtodothis,henceshe

travelledsofartogetthehelpthat

sheneeded.Shehadnochoice,orso

shethough.Shewasawomanin

love,orisitawomaninfatuated.All

shewantedwastobewiththeman

thatshelovesandherchild,andno

onewasgoingtostandinherwayof

gettingthat,shewasdeterminedto

dothis.Shefinallyreachedthehutup

thehill,therewasnooneinsight.She

knockedonthedooronce,allshe

heardwasloudnoiseswhichscared

thehelloutofher,thedooropened



buttherewasnooneinfrontofher.

Shecheckedthecoastonemore

timebeforeenteringthehut.Shewas

goingtogetwhatshewanted,no

matterthecost.

•

•

•

•

•
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UNKNOWN!

Shecouldn'tbarestayinginthathut

anyminutelonger.Assoonasshe

gotwhatsheneeded,sheleft

immediatley.Herbodywas

cringing,butshehadtodothis.She

believedthathewastheloveofhis

lifeandthisistheonlywaythatthey



weregoingtoenduptogether.She

gotintothecaranddroveoffasfast

asshecan.Shehadtoreturnthecar

beforetheownernoticesthat'sit's

nothere.

Assoonassheparkedthecarwhere

itisusuallyparked,shegotoutand

rushedinsidethehousewhile

checkingthecoast.

ZINTLE

MONDAYMORNING

Wakingupinahousewhereeveryone

isgivingyousilenttreatmentisa



torture,yepmyparentsdecidedto

actlikeIdon'texistinthisworld,well

mydadtoexact.Mymomismad

thatIampregnant,andshe'sgiving

meacoldshoulder,butatleastshe

doesanswermewhenIaskher

something.Unlikemydadwhojust

leavestheroomwhenIenter,that

justfeelslikeastabinmyheartevery

timeithappens,butIunderstandthat

heisangryandheneedstimetoget

usedtothefactthatIampregnant.I

amgreatfulthoughthattheydidnot

chasemeoutofmyhome,I'mpretty

suremomhaseverythingtodowith

this,phelatheMsomiIknowwould



havelongsentmepacking,butI

guesshiswifetriedtosoftenhimup.

Icansafelysayhomewasnotthe

bestenvironmentformetobein,ifI

couldIwouldmoveoutbutIcan'tdo

thatcausethatwouldbe

disrespectfultomyparents.

"MorningMah."Isaidwhilesitting

downonthechair.

Mom:"Morning."Sheplacedabowlof

softporridgeinfrontofme.

Me:"CanIpleasehavesome



vinegar?"Shelookedatme,I'venever

beenafanofvinegarbutI'vebeen

cravingsomethingsourlately.

Mom:"Youknowwedon'tbuyvinegar

inthishousehold."Ohshucks!

Me:"Mayonnaisethen."Shelookedat

melikeIamcrazy."What?"She

shookherheadbeforeshewentand

gotmemymayo.Itookaspoonful

andputitinsidemyporridge,Iwas

abouttotakeanotherwhenmymom

stoppedme.



Mom:"Ngathilomuntuwakho

uzosiqedelaigrocerengakofiki

nokufika.(Seemslikethispersonof

yoursisgoingtofinishourgrocery

beforeheevenarrives)"ohwow!

"Whowasusingmycaryesterday?"

Hewalkedinthekitchen.Ohshit!

"Nkosokazi?"Mymomlookedatme

asIswallowedhard.I'mtheonewho

usedhiscarwhilehewenttovisithis

friendintheneighbourhood,Ididn't

thinkanyonewouldnoticeandrunto

goandtellhim



Mom:"itwasme,Ihadsomeerrands

torun."Dadnodded.Thankyoumom

forthesave.Ifmydadweretofind

outthayIwastheonewhowas

drivinghiscar,hewouldn'thesitateto

givemeanotherbeating.

Dad:"Ithoughtitwasthis

disrespectfulchildofyours."Hegave

meanastylook."Sowhenisthisboy

ofcomingheretofacehismusic?"

He'stalkingtometoday?That'snice.

Me:"Uhm...he...uh...he*ahem*

doesn'tknowaboutthepregnancyas



yet."

Dad:"Hedoesn'tknow?Thisjustgoes

toshowthatheisstillaboy.Indoda

yangempelaiyaziimichameleumuntu.

Iyazizwamayimithisile(Arealman

knowswhenhehasejaculatedin

someone.Hecanfeelitwhenhehas

madeagirlpregnant.)"Icringedat

theword"chamele(ejaculated)"Yini?

Ungazozenzamsulwala.Angithi

wenausuyakwaziukuvulelaamadoda

amathanga?(What?Don'tact

innocenthere.Isn'titnowyoucan

openyourlegsformen?)"Iamnever

goingtoheartheendofthis.



Me:"Ngiyaxolisababa(Iansorrydad)"

Dad:"Changaneyam,ugayixoliseliinto

ukuthandaukuyenza(Nomy

child,don'tapologiseforsomething

youenjoyeddoing.)"Ikeptquietand

playedwithmyporridge."Ngifuna

ukumbonalomfananynawakho

kungekudala,siyezwana?(Iwantto

seethatsmallboyofyourssoon,do

youherame?)"Inodded.Helooked

atmeoncebeforeshakinghishead

withalookofdisgustonhis

face,thenheleftthekitchen.



Mom:"Whatareyougoingtodo?You

don'tknowthefatherofthebaby

mos."

Me:"Iwillsortthatoutsoonmah."

Mom:"Youbetter,causeyouknow

yourfatherdoesn'tplay."ThatIdo

knowwell.

LuckilytodayIwasmeetingupwith

ThabofortheDNAtest,I'mstill

surprisedthathetookthese

pregnancynewssowell.Hesounded

calmonthephonewhenIspoketo



me,whichgivesmeasenseofhope

thatmaybehe'stheoneresponsible

forthispregnancy.Justthinking

abouthowmuchofagoodfatherhe

willbetothiskidwarmsmyheart,he

agreatbigbrothertoBhetreatsher

likehe'schild,sothatmeanshewill

beaperfectfathertohisownchild.

Hehadanightshift,sohesaidhe

wantedtosleepabitbeforewecan

gotothedoctor.Iwassoexcitedto

seehim,Ievendressedupjustfor

him.Ihadtoshowwhathecould

have,insteadofbeingwiththathigh

schoolgirlfriendofhis.

At2intheafternoonIrecievesatext



fromhimtellingmethathe'satthe

shop.Igotupfromthecouchin

excitementandtheleftthehouse,I

hadtolockupsincemomanddad

werealreadyatwork.Icouldn't

containmysmilewhenIsawleaning

onhiscar,thisguywasreally

handsomethatiswhyIamsocrazy

overhim.

Me:"Hey."Isaidwiththebiggest

smileever.

Thabo:"Sho."Iwasexpectinghimto

hugme,Idecidedtodothehonours.



"Arevayajoe(let'sgodude),Ihave

someplacestobeatafterthis."SoI

am'joe'now?Okay.Iwentaround

andgotintothepassageseatashe

gotinhissideanddroveoff.One

thingaboutThaboisthatheisa

typicalghettoguy,heneveropens

doorsorchairsforalady.

Me:"Howdoyoufeelaboutallof

this?"Heshruggedhisshoulders.

Whatthehell?Thisisn'tthesame

ThaboIspoketoonthephone.

Thabo:"Itiswhatitis."



Me:"Wellwhatyouhoppingforthe

resultstosay?"Iwasobviously

hoppinghewouldsayhewantsthem

tocomebackpositive.

Thabo:"I'mnotexpecting

anything,youneverknowwiththese

kindofthings."O-kay!

Me:"WellIwantthebabytobeyours."

Isaidwithasmile,heclearedhis

throat.



Thabo:"I'llacceptanything.Ifthe

babyismine,coolIwillsupportand

bethereforhimorher."Whatabout

me?

Me:"andwillyourlittlegirlfriendbe

happywiththat?"

Thabo:"HernameisSlindile.Andno

sheobviouslywon'tbehappy

becausethischildwasconceived

whenshewasalreadyinthe

picture,butIwilltryandconvinceher."

Me:"andifshedecidestowalkouton



you?"

Thabo:"Shewon't."Hesoundsso

sure.

Me:"butwhatifshedoes?Youknow

howgirlsare."

Thabo:"Shewon't!Canwedropthis

topicplease."Yoh

Me:"Wow,okay."Westayedinsilence

forawhile.



Thabo:"Haveyoutoldhimabout

this?"Iknowwhohimis.

Me:"No,notyet."

Thabo:"It'sprobablybestthatyou

didn't.Imeanyoudon'twanttobreak

thepoorboy'sheart."See?Healso

believesthatthischildishis.

Me:"Yeahneh,especiallywiththe

resultsandstuff."Heclearedhis

throat



Thabo:"Yeah."See?

Me:"WeareseeingSivuyile?"Wewere

parkingathissurgery.

Thabo:"Yeah,he'stheonlyoneI

trust."Fairenough.Wejumpedoff

thecarandwalkedintothesurgery.

I'veneverbeenherebefore,butthis

surgerylookslikeheaven.Itmust

havecostthemafortunetobuildthis.

Wearegoingtobehereforawhile

judgingbythelineIseeinfrontofme.

"Hello."Hesaidtothereceptionist



Receptionist:"Goodafternoonsir,how

mahIbeofassistance."

Thabo:"Ihaveanappointmentwith

Sivuyile."

Receptionist:"OhhDrDlamini?CanI

pleasehaveyournameandsurname

please."Hetoldher.Shetypedinto

hercomputerforawhile."OhhIsee,

youweresupposedtoseehim15

minutesago,youarelatesoyouwill

havetowaitinline."

Thabo:"askies?(excuseme?)"She



clearedherthroat.

Receptionist:"Uhmthosearetherules

ofthesurgerysir."

Thabo:"Stopwastingmytimewena,

gointhereandtellSivuyilethatIam

heretoseehim.Busytellingme

aboutstupidrules."TherudeThabo

isheretoday.

Receptionist:"UnfortunatelyIcan'tdo

thatsir."



Thabo:"Ifyoudon't,Iwill.AndIwill

takeoutanyonewho'sinthereright

nowandthatwillbeyourfault."She

lookedathimsuprised."Okay.Looks

likesomeoneisnotgettingtheir

injectiontoday."Heattemptedto

walktotheconsultingroomdirection

Receptionist:"Nowait!I'lllethim

knownthatyouarehere."

Thabo:"Great!"Thepoorladygotup

fromherchairandleftus.

Me:"Yourdramaissounnecessary



sometimes."Hegavemealook.The

receptionistcakebackafterafew

minutes.

Receptionist:"Hesaidhewillseeyou

afterthepatienthe'swithrightnow."

Thabo:"Thatwasn'tsohardbowwas

it?"OhGod.Wewenttositdownthe

chairs.

Me:"Iamsohungry."Ireallywas.He

lookedatme.



Thabo:"Haveyouwentforyourfirst

scan?"

Me:"Yep,thedayIfoundoutIwas

pregnant."Henodded.

Thabo:"Sowhenwillyoustarteating

soapwithrice?"

Me:"Soapwithrice?"

Thabo:"Yeah,Ihaveheardthat

pregnantwomengetweirdcravings

andstuff."Icouldn'thelpbutlaugh.



Me:"Yestheydo,buttheycraveedible

things,thankyouverymuch."Soap

andrice,imagine."Butnotall

pregnantwomangetweirdcravings."

Thabo:"Wenawhatofcravingsdoyou

get?"Ahhlookathimbeingan

interestedbabydaddy.

Me:"Normalcravings.I'malways

cravingforsettingsour,andpork."

Thabo:"Weneedtofindoutfromthe



doctorifthat'shealthyornot."Ishe

thesweetest?

"Wellwellwell.Ifitisn'ttheIT

couple,orshouldIsaytheIT

shaggingbuddies."OhThembaisso

annoyingGod.

Thabo:"Exentwana."Thefistbumped.

Themba:"Isn'tthiscozy?"Ihadmy

headlaidonThabo'sshoulder."To

whatdoweowethepleasure?"Dowe

tellhimthatwearepregnant?



Thabo:"Ijustcametocheckupon

thatstupidfriendofyours."Iguess

not.

Themba:"Isitnow?"Ithought

Lunganiwastheonlyonewholiked

news."Hayokay!Letmeleaveyou

guystoitthen.AndwenaThabo,we

haveapoolmatchonSaturday."

Thabo:"Ihaven'tforgotten."

Themba:"Alrightsurentwana.See



youguysaround."Hewentonand

pickedapatientfromtheline,thenhe

disappearedintothecorridorwithher.

Me:"Wherewe-"he'sphone

interupptedme.Hetookitout,I

couldn'thelpbutnoticethesmilethat

formedinhislipsashesawthecaller

id.

Thabo:"Baby?.....ofcourseweare

stillon.....nah,Ididgetsomesleepin

themorning.....don'tworrymybaby

I'llseeyouin2hoursmax....oright

mabhebeza(mybaby)"Hehungup



withasmilestillplasteredonhisface,

apangofjealousyhitme.Washe

reallyoverme?Didhereallylovethis

littlegirlfriendofhis?No,itcan'tbe.

Maybehejustwantstomakeme

jealous,henceheansweredthecallin

mypresence,right?Right!

Ourturnfinallycame,wewalkedinto

theconsultingroomandsatdownon

thechairs.

Thabo:"Ifthatpatientwasn'taman,I

wouldhavesaidyouwerefuckinga

patient."Helaughed.



Sivuyile:"IamnotlikeyouThabo."

Thabo:"What'sthatsupposedto

mean?"Theybothlaughed.

Mxm,boys.Iwassoannoyedwith

Thabo,Ididnotevenwanttobeinhis

presencerightnow.Howdarehe

answershisgirlfriend'scallinfrontof

me?Whatkindofdisrespectisthat?

"SodoyouhavewhatIaskedyou

for?"

Sivuyile:"Yep,hereitis."Hepointedat

somethingonthetable.



Thabo:"Alright,let'sdothisthen."

Sivuyiletookthekitthatwasonthe

table,heopeneditandtookoutalong

bigearbud.HeinstructedThaboto

openhismouth,heputitinsidehis

mouthforafewsecondsthenhe

tookitoutandputitinanenvelope

themsealedit.

Sivuyile:"ZintleIneedyoutogosit

overthere."Hepointedmetothebed.

Isatonit,hecamewithhis

equipmentanddrewmybloodintoa

smalltube,thenhealsoputitinits

ownseparateenvelope."Iwillmake



surethatthesegetdeliveredtothe

labASAP."

Thabo:"Whencanweexpectthe

results?"

Sivuyile:"7workingdays."

Thabo:"That'stoolongbro,can'tyou

speeduptheprocess?"

Sivuyile:"I'llseewhatIcando.I'mnot

promisinganything."



Thabo:"Alright,thanks."

Sivuyile:"Sodoesmywifeknowabout

this?"Inodded."What?Andshekept

itfromme?"

Me:"Iaskedhernottotellanyone

aboutthis."

Sivuyile:"Ican'tbelievethatmysweet

innocentwifewasabletokeepsuch

athingfromme."Welaughed.

Me:"It'scalledloyalty."



Sivuyile:"Mxm.Alrightguys,Ihave

patientstoattendto,I'llcallyouas

soonasIgettheresultsback."

Thabo:"Thankyouonceagainman."

Theyfistbumped.Westoodupand

saidourgoodbyesthenleft.

Me:"I'mhungry."Iwastryingtostall

himsothatheforgetsabouthisdate

withhisgirlfriend.

Thabo:"Youwilleatathome."



Me:"Hah!Butthebabywantspork

ribs."

Thabo:"sincewhendoesthebabytalk?

HaymarnZintle."

Me:"canwepassbyspur,please."I

begged.

Thabo:"No."

Me:"Please!"Ipulledaface



Thabo:"Thatshitonlyworksonmeof

mysisterdoesit."

Me:"Pleasebabe,IswearIwillnever

everaskyouanythingagain.....this

week."

Thabo:"Fine."

Me:"Yeepy!"Iwassoexcited.I'm

abouttohavelunchwithmypotential

babydaddy,Iamgoingtousethisto

tryandgethimtotalkabouthis

feelingsforme.Wedroveforafew

minutestoanearbyspur.Ijumped



offthecarexpectinghimtodothe

samebuthejustsatthere."Younot

coming?"

Thabo:"No,Iwasjustdroppingyou

off."What?

Me:"Ohcomeonbabe."

Thabo:"Comeonyang?ItoldyouI

havetobesomewhereafterour

appointment,andwenayouwanted

spursoIamdrippingyouoffhere

youwillgoinandhaveyourporkribs

whileIattendtomymatters."



Me:"Itwon'tbethesamewithoutyou.

Idon'twanttoeatalone."

Thabo:"Don'tworryyouwillfind

friendsinthere.Ihavetogo."I

thoughthewaspullingmyleg,butno

hewasn't.Hestartedthecarand

droveoff,myeyesfilledwithtearsas

Iwatchhimdriveaway.Hedidn't

evenleavemesomemoneytobuy

thoseribs,howcruelcanonebe?I

don'thavealotofmoneywithme

rightnow,maybeIcanonlyaffordto

Uberhomethat'sit,Iguessnopork



ribsforme.Tothinkmythroatwas

alreadyreadytowelcomethose

ribs,myGod.Ihadnochoicebutto

requestanuberhome.

Myparentswerestillnotbackfrom

work,Imademyselfamayo

sandwichwithjuice,Isatdownand

devouredmylunch.Myphonerang

asIswallowedmybread.

Me:"Heysis."

Thandi:"Heyyou.Howareyou?"



Me:"Imgoodandyou?"

Thandi:"I'mgoodtoo."Silence,it's

alwayslikethiswhenweareonthe

phone.Weneverknowwhattosayto

eachother,butatleastwearetrying

bycallingeachotherregularly.

Me:"uhmso...how'sisitgoingwith

thebusiness?"

Thandi:"sofarsogoodhey.I've

signedafewmodelsalready,andone

ofthemgotthisbiggiglinedup."



Me:"Ohwowthat'sgood.Haveyou

foundaninvestoryet?"

Thandi:"Notyet.Myallowancefrom

Sivuyileisstillmaintainingmy

businessfornowandit'snot

enough."

Me:"Hestillsendsyoumoneyevery

month?"

Thandi:"Yes.It'spartofourdivorce

settlement."Ohwow."Buthehasn't



sentmeanymoneythismonth....

whichistherealreasonwhyIam

callingyou."Ohwow.

Me:"Whatdoyoumean?"

Thandi:"Iwantyoutotalktohimand

askhimwhyhehasn'tsentmeany

moneythismonth."What?

Me:"Ohhellno!Idon'tfitinanywhere

inyourissueswithhim."

Thandi:"ComeonZee,Iwouldn'tbe



askingyouifIwasn'tsodesperate."

Me:"Whydon'tyoucallhimandask

himyourself?"

Thandi:"IwouldifIhadhisnumbers.I

deleteditafterthedivorce,Iwastoo

mad."

Me:"Andyoudon'tknowitoffby

heart?"

Thandi:"No!"



Me:"How?!Youwerewiththisguyfor

yearsandyoudidn'tmemorizehis

number?"

Thandi:"Yeah.Ididn'tseetheneed

to."OhmyGod!Whatiswrongwith

her?Whodoesn'tknowtheir

boyfriend'snumberoffbyheart?Even

IknowThabo'snumberoffby

heart,andhe'sjustmysidepiece.

Me:"Youaresoweird."

Thandi:"canwefocusontheserious

matterplease...Soareyougoingto



talktohim?"

Me:"Hellno."

Thandi:"ComeonZee.Dothisfor

yourbigsister.I'mdesperateandI

needthatmoney."Isighed.

Me:"Fine!"Shescreamed."Wait!

Beforeyougettooexcited,Iamnot

goingtotalktohim,Iwilljustgetyou

hisnumberthenyouwillaskhim

yourself."



Thandi:"That'sfinetoo."

Me:"Good."

Thandi:"Thankyou."Ohshecansay

thankyounow?Awwmysisteris

reallychanging.

Me:"Don'tsweatit."

Thandi:"Ihavetogo,myclientis

waitingforme."

Me:"Alrightbye."Shehungup.My



sisterisreallyseriousaboutthis

businessthing,Ireallyhopeandpray

thatitsucceedssothatshecan

provesomepeoplewrong.Iknow

shehasmadealotofmistakesinthe

past,butatleastsheworkingon

rightingherwrongsandgettingher

lifebackontrack.Iknowforsurethat

myparentsareproudofherandso

amI.

•
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Thesunwasshiningthroughthe

windows,myplanstogoshopping

todaywereslowingbeing



discouraged,especiallybecauseI

wantedtogowithChulu.

Iwassittingintheloungetryingto

feedChuluherlunch,I'msayingtrying

becauseshewasnotmakingiteasy

forme,shewantedtofeedherselftoo

anditwasastrugglefightingovera

spoonwithher.

Me:"nobaby,youaremakingamess."

Shehadjustpulledthespoonoutof

myhand.Hasanyonerealisedhow

tightababy'sgripis?Idon'tknow

wheretheselittlerascalsgetthe

strengthfrom.



"Ohheyunloyalwife."Irolledmyeyes

ashecamein.That'swhathe'sbeen

callingmeeversincehefoundout

aboutZintle'spregnancyyesterday.

Accordingtohim,Iamsupposedto

tellhimeverything,nomatterhow

smallorsecretiveitis.Myhusband

likespeoplenews,Ithinkit'ssafeto

sayheisagossip.Hekissedmy

cheekthenkissedChulu'scheek.

Me:"Hi.Whyareyouhere?"Chulu's

armswerealreadyoutforherdaddy

totakeher."Don't!"Isaidashe



reachedforher.

Sivuyile:"Whynot?"

Me:"shehastofinishherfood

first,thisisoneofhertacticsofnot

eating."Helaughed.Chulu'sistoo

clever,itbafflesmesometimes,her

tricksaresoweird.

Chulu:"dada."

Me:"no!Nodadauntilyoufinishthis

food.Don'ttellmeyouareherefor



lunchcauseIgaveyousomethingto

eatduringlunchtime."

Sivuyile:"I'mhungryforsomething

else."Hetouchedmythigh.

Me:"Hah!Fromwho?Yourunloyal

wife?Forgetmybrother."Helaughed.

Sivuyile:"I'mjoking,Thembahadan

emergencytoattendto,Idecidedto

makeitmyownemergencyand

closedthesurgeryjusttocomeand

spendthedaywithmygirls."I

laughed.



Me:"Whywouldyoudothat?You

havepatientsthatneedyou."

Sivuyile:"HayI'mtired.Theywon'tdie

justbecauseweareunavailablefor

justoneday."

Me:"Youaresolazy.Youareeven

willingtousesomeone'semergency

justsoyoudon'tgettowork."

Sivuyile:"Leavemealonetuu."I

laughedagain.



Me:"Sinceyouarehere,wecangoto

themalltogether."

Sivuyile:"Forwhatnow?"

Me:"Manxelegavemealistofthings

thatIhavetobuyforthehouse."

Sivuyile:"Yoh.WhydidIcomeback

herethough.Thisissupposedtobe

myrelaxingday."

Me:"mxm."IfedChuluthelastspoo



ofherfood."Missionaccomplished!

Youcantakehernowdada."He

removedthebibfromherbefore

takingherfromherfeedingchair.

Sivuyile:"Heyprincess."Chulusmiled

recallinghersmallteeth."Arewe

takingherwithus?"

Me:"Yes,akereyousaidyouwantedto

spendthedaywithyourgirls.PlusI

needsomeonetocarryher,whileI

shoparound."

Sivuyile:"SoIambasicallybeingused



inthissituation."

Me:"usedforyourfatherlyduties."He

chuckled."Letmeclearupherethen

wewillgo."Iclearedeverythingup

andwenttoputinthekitchenthenI

wentbacktothem."Done?Let'sgo."

Sivuyile:"Areyougoingtowearthat?"

Iwaswearingashotsummerdress

thatrevealedmyback.

Me:"Don'tstartplease,it'stoohot."He

chuckledandstoodupwithChulu.I

tookmybagandweleftthehouse.



HebuckledChuluinherseat,wegot

inthecaranddroveoff.

Sivuyile:"Seeifyoucoulddrive,you

wouldbedrivingnowsinceIamso

exhausted."

Me:"Youarealwaysexhaustedwena

ay."Helaughed.Theguardopened

thegateforusandwejoinedthe

roadanddrovetothemall

Sivuyile:"onaseriousnotebabe,you

needtolearnhowtodrive.I'mpretty

sureallyourfriendscabdriveand



theyhavelicenses."

Me:"Asenathican't."

Sivuyile:"ButZintlecan.Whendidshe

getherlicense?"

Me:"Earlythisyear,Ithink."

Sivuyile:"Youneedtogetyourstoo."

Me:"Why?Ihaveachauffeurthat

drivesmewhereeverIwanttogo."



Sivuyile:"Ihopeyouarenottalking

aboutmekesisi."

Me:"Okay."IlookedawayHelooked

atmeonceandshookhishead,he

turnedhiseyesbacktotheroad.

Sivuyile:"Wearestartingwithyour

drivinglessonsthisweekendbaby."

Me:"Why?"

Sivuyile:"BecauseIwantyoutolearn



howtodrive."

Me:"AndifIdon'twantto?"

Sivuyile:"Haikebaby."Ichuckled.

Me:"Finewewillstartwiththe

lessonskaweekend."

Sivuyile:"Good."

Wegottothemallandshoppedfor

whatweneeded.Ialsodecidedtodo

someclothesshopping,muchto

Sivuyile'sirritation.Hewasnothappy



atall,butatthesametimehedidn't

wanttoleavemealoneinthestoreto

goandsitinthecar,sohehadto

followmearound.

○

"Ididn'tknowSiphowascoming

today."Isaidasweparkedinthe

driveway

Sivuyile:"Metoo.Lusandaiskeeping

himbusythesedays."IpraytoGod

thatshe'snotheretoday.Wegotout

thecarandoffoffloadedsome

plastics,Sivuyileaskedoneofthe

guardstohelpwiththeremaining



bags.Wewalkedinthehouseand

placedtheplasticsontopofthe

kitchencounter.Siphowasthere

drinkingjuicefromthejug.

Me:"LasttimeIcheckedwehad

glassesinthishouse."

Sipho:"Shit!"Heplacedthejugback

inthefridge."Heyguys."

Me:"YaziIthoughtyouweredifferent

fromyourbrother."



Sipho:"I'msorry."Sivuyilechuckled.

Me:"Iwillacceptyourapologyifyou

helphimtounpackthegrocery."They

bothlookedatme.

Sivuyile:"Ididn'tsayIwasgoingto

unpackthese."

Me:"Youdidn'thavetomylove.Get

onitkeboDlamini."Itookmy

shoppingbagsandwentuptomy

roomwiththem.LookslikeLusanda

isnotheretoday,boyamIgladabout

that.Idon'twhatitisabouther,but



somethingisveryunsettlingabout

herauora.Iplacedthebagsontopof

mybedthenIwentbacktothe

kitchen,wheretheguyswerestillbusy

withunpackingthegrocery.

Sivuyile:"thisisallyourfaultbro."

Sipho:"Stopcomplainingandjustdo

thework."

Ifeltsomethingpullingmyleg,well

someonerathersinceitwasChulu

tryingtousemylegashersupport

structuretostandup.



Me:"Whyissheonthefloor

unattended?"

"Ohsorry."OhGod!"Iwasbusy

puttingtheseaway,Ididn'tthinkshe

wouldleave."Whydon'tmywishes

evercometrue?Doesshealways

havetotagalongwithSipho?

Me:"Ohh.Idon'tlikehercrawling

around,especiallyinthekitchen."I

saidasIpickedChuluup.

Lusanda:"I'llkeepthatinmindfor

nexttime."Nexttime?Bitchplease.I



lookedatSivuyile,whowasalso

lookingatme.Siphoclearedhis

throat.

Sipho:"Uhmguys,thereissomething

wewouldliketodiscusswithyou."

Sivuyile:"Soundsserious."

Sipho:"Itis."

Sivuyile:"Welllet'sgositdowninthe

loungeandtalk."



Me:"Ah.ah!Finishupherefirst."

Sivuyile:"Hahbaby!Wewillfinishup

later."DidImentionthatmyhusband

likesnews?Wellhedoes.

Me:"Siphoisnotgoinganywhere,I'm

prettysurethatwhateverhewantsto

discussneedsourfullattention."It's

timeSivuyilehelpsaroundthehouse

too.Siphochuckled.

Sipho:"Themadamofthehousehas

spokenbro."Siphoisagood

influencemos?



Itookmybabyandwenttothe

loungetowatchsomeTV,notthatI

paidattentiontoitbecausethelittle

princesswantedalleyesonher.

Afewminuteslaterthethreeofthem

walkedinandsatonthe

couch,Sivuyilesatnexttome.

Lusanda:"CanIholdher?"Isshe

talkingtome?

Me:"Uhm,shedoesn'treallylike

strangers."



Lusanda:"Strangers?I'mherm-I've

beencomingherefordaysnow,I'm

prettysureshe'susedtome."The

attitude,myGod!

Me:"Youdon'treallypayattentionto

herwhenyouarehere,sothat

technicallymakesyouastranger."I

hadaseriousfaceon.

Lusanda:"Areyouseriousshe'smy-"I

gaveherastare.Shewasn'taboutto

saythatnowwasshe?

Sivuyile:"Yeeey!"



Sipho:"Babecalmdown."Heheldher

hand,mxm.

Sivuyile:"Canwegetthisoverand

donewithbrother,causeIseeyour

girlovertherehassomeissuesthat

wearenotabouttoentertain."Sipho

clearedhisthroat

Sipho:"Wewerewonderingifyou

couldgiveChulutousforaweekend

getawaythisweekend."



Me:"Excuseme?"MaybeIdidn'thear

himproperly.

Sipho:"UhmwewanttotakeChuluto

aweekendgetawaywithus."Hehe!

Me:"byus,whoareyoutalkingabout?"

Sipho:"Me,LusandaandSpha."Oh

theywanttoplayhappyfamilynow.I

chuckledandplayedwithmybaby.

Sivuyile:"I'mconfusedastowhyyou

wouldaskussuchathingknowing



verywellhowLusandafeelsabout

mydaughter."

Lusanda:"What'sthatsupposed

mean?"

Me:"Itmeansyoudon'tcareabout

thisbaby."

Lusanda:"Idocareabouther,that's

whyIamtryingtobuildabondwith

herbutyouwon'tletme."

Me:"DamnrightIwon't!"



Lusanda:"BabeIthoughtyousaid

Lunathiisareasonableandnice

person?Sheisn'treallyportraying

thatpersonarightnow."Sotheywere

expectingmetojustsayyestothem

takingmybabyonaweekendaway?

Never!

Sipho:"Letmedothetalking

babe,please."

Lusanda:"B-"



Sipho:"Lusanda!"Hewarned.

Lusanda:"Fine."Sivuyilerelaxedon

thecouchandcrossedhislegsthen

heputhisarmaroundme.

Sipho:"GuysIgetwhereyouare

comingfrom,butrightnowyouare

notbeingfair.Lusandaistryingto

buildabondwithherdaughterand

youguysarestandinginthewayof

that.Wearenotaskingyoutogiveus

Chulupermanently,wejustwanther

fortheweekendnothingmuch.

BesidesasheruncleIthinkIalso



deservetospendtimewithherjust

asmysonalsospendstimehere

too."

Sivuyile:"Sipho,asmybrotherI

respectyou,butrightnowyouare

wrong.YoucannotuseSpha's

situationasbaitforustogivethat

womanourdaughterforthe

weekend,thisisnotaboutyou,it's

abouther.Lusandahasnotmadea

singleeffortwithChulu,andnowallof

asuddenshewantstogoon

vacationswithher?Doesthatmake

sensetoyou?Iamnotevengoingto

lietoyouandsayIamnotprohibiting



hertohavearelationshipwithhe

daughterbecausethat'sexactlywhat

Iamdoing.Thatwomannexttoyou

abandonedeveryrightshehadtothis

childthedaysheleftheronmydoor

stepandchosetoflybehindaman!

ThereisnowayinhellIamgoingto

allowhertohaveanyformof

relationshipwithmydaughter."

Sipho:"andIunderstandthatbro,but

rightnowdon'tviewherasthatkind

ofawoman.Takeherasyour

brother'sgirlfriend,awomanwhois

tryingtorightherwrongs."



Me:"rightherwrongs?Where?When?

Idon'trememberhertryingtoright

thosewrongs.Eversinceshe'sbeen

here,she'sbeenhunguponyouand

thisfamily,butnotonChulu.Noteven

oncedidsheapologiseforleaving

Sivuyilestrandedwithamonthold

baby."Thisissuewasupsettingme.

Sipho:"Okaylet'sdothis,Sivuyiletake

itasifyouaregivingChulutomefor

theweekend."Didhejustlowkey

dismissmefromthisconversation?



Me:"No!"Theythinktheyknowme.

Lusanda:"hewastalkingtothefather

ofthebaby."

Me:"AndastheMOTHERofthebaby

Iamsayingno!"Iamtiredofpeople

takingmeforap***s

Lusanda:"Psssh!"Sherolledhereyes.

Iguessshecan'tpretendwithme

anymore.

Me:"rollyoureyesuntiltheyfalloff,I



don'tcare.FactofthematteristhatI

amChulu'smother,andyouarejusta

glorifiedcarrier."

Lusanda:"Child!Don'tyoudaretalkto

melikethat!Iamwayolderthan

you."

Me:"Yetyouactlikeyouareyounger

thanme."Irolledmyeyes

Lusanda:"Youareluckyyouare

carryingmydaughter,orelse...-"



Sivuyile:"Orelsewhat?"Sheclosed

hermouth."Thoughtso!"

Me:"alright!Thisconversationisover.

SISLUSANDAyouarenottakingmy

daughteronanygetawayandthat's

final."Istoodupwithasleeping

Chuluinmyarms.

Sivuyile:"Likeyousaidbrother,the

madamofthehousehasspoken."He

sighed

Sipho:"IhearyouguysandIrespect

yourdecision."Ineedthemtoleave



myhouserightnow!

Lusanda:"Youun...-"

Sipho:"Wouldyoushutup!Damn

woman!"

Sivuyile:"Areyoustayingfordinner?"

Sipho:"Letmetakethisonehome

andIwillcomebackfordinner."I

don'twanttoseehimhere!I'mstill

madathim.



Sivuyile:"Alright."Mxm,Irolledmy

eyes.Idon'tthinkIlikeSipho

anymore.

Sipho:"masambe!(Let'sgo)"

Lusanda:"No,Iamnotgoing

anywhere.Westillhavealotto

discuss!"

Sipho:"Lusanda!!"Hewarned!

"Ndithi,masambe!(Isaidlet'sgo.)"

Lusanda:"mxm!"Shestoodupand



sheangrilystormedoutofthe

lounge,weheardthefrontdoor

bangingasshewentout.

Sivuyile:"Youaregoingtopayforany

damageshecauses."

Sipho:"mxm.I'llseeyouguyslater."

HowIwishhedoesn'tcomeback.He

tookhiscarkeysandleft.

Me:"I'mnotcookingtonight,Idon't

knowwhatdinneryouwereinviting

himtoo."



Sivuyile:"Don'tstartwithyourdrama

please.Siphodidn'tdo

anything,Lusandawastheonein

wrong."Mxm."Letmegoputher

bed."

Me:"I'lldoitmyself."Hegaveanasty

stare."Fine!"Ihandedhimthebaby.

Sivuyile:"Nxah!"Whatarewefighting

aboutnow?Heturnedandleftwith

hischild.Igetthatheispissedoff

aboutwhatjusthappened,soamI,but

thaydoesn'tgivehimtherighttobe



rudetome.Heshouldbeportraying

theseemotionstohisbrother,instead

ofsuckinguptohim.
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Iwassittinginthebedroomchatting

withmyfriendsonthephone,Chulu

wassleepingbesidesme.Sivuyile

walkedinandlookedatme,Ilooked

athimonceandbackatthephone.

Sivuyile:"Whyareyousittinginhere?"

Me:"I'mgivingyouandyourbrother

spacetocatchup."Asif!



Sivuyile:"Foodisready."

Me:"Whocooked?"

Sivuyile:"Manxele."

Me:"Okay,butI'mnothungrysoyou

cangoonandeat."

Sivuyile:"DidIdosomething?Cause

youseemmad."Ishruggedmy

shoulders."Okaykes'thandwa

sam,I'msorryforwhateveritisthatI



didtoyou.Bowcanwegoeat?"Ishe

serious?

Me:"IsaidI'mnothungry."Hecame

andsatonthebed.

Sivuyile:"What'swrongbabe?"Heput

hishandonmyknee

Me:"NothingiswrongSivuyile,I'mjust

nothungry."

Sivuyile:"Wepromisedto

communicatewitheachother



babe,remember?Nowtellmewhat's

wrong?"Isighed

Me:"Itsyourbrother,okay!Didn'tyou

hearthewayhedismissedfromthe

conversationearlier?Hewaslowkey

tellingmethatIhavenosaywhenit

comestoChulu."

Sivuyile:"Ohcomeonbaby,I'msure

that'snotwhathemeant."

Me:"mxm,whatdidIexpectfromyou

mara."



Sivuyile:"What'sthatsupposedto

mean?"

Me:"Sivuyilekopaotswetuu(Please

leave.)Yourpreciousbrotheris

waitingforyou."

Sivuyile:"NoI'mnotgoinganywhere

untilwehavethisconversation."

Me:"WellIamnotinthemood."

Sivuyile:"HaiboLunathi."Ishrugged



myshoulders."What'swrongwith

youthesedays?Youare...different."

Amdifferent?

Me:"Leavemealone,please."He

lookedatmeoncethenstoodupand

lefttheroom.Sivuyilereallyneedsto

learnhowtostanduptohisbrother,

everythingSiphodoesorsaysisright

inhiseyes,nomatterhowwrongitis.

Heneedstostopbeinganasslicker,

Igetthathisexcitedabouthavinga

bigbrother,butSiphohasbeenhere

forweeksnowtheexcitementshould

havealreadydieddown.



○

2DAYSLATER

ThingsbetweenmeandSivuyilehave

beenabitsombre,hestilldoesn't

findanythingwrongwithwhathis

brothersaidandherefusestotalkto

himaboutit.I'vedecidedtoletitgo

andcarryonwithlife,I'mstillnota

fanofSiphoatthemoment,whatshe

andhergirlfrienddidwastotallyout

oforder.Lusandahasnoclaim

whatsoeveronChulu,sothemasking

totakeheronaweekendgetaway

withthemwastotallywrong,firstof



allthisgirlhasn'tevenacknowledged

hermistakes,shehasn'tapologised

toanyoneforwhatshedid,andshe

expectsustogiveherourbabyjust

likethat?Never!WhatIamhappy

aboutthoughisthatSivuyileis

adamantthathedoesn'twant

LusandaanywherenearChulu,Idon't

knowhowheexpectsthattohappen

whileLusandaisdatingSipho,and

Siphoalwaysspendshisfreetime

hereandLusandaisalwaystagging

along.Nowifitwasuptome,Iwould

havelikedforhertoneversether

footinthishouseeveragain,butI

knowthatwouldkindofaffectSipho



andifitaffectsSiphothatmeansit

willaffectSivuyile,it'sjustamess.I

amgladthattheyhaven'tbeenhere

thoughthesepasttwodays.

IwasonmywaytoSivuyile'soffice.

Sincethingshaven'treallybeenokay

betweenus,Idecidedtohithimwith

asurprisevisit,Imissedhim.

Ijumpedoffthecarandwentinside

theoffice,thereceptionistwastedno

time,sheshowedmetohisoffice.

Therewerenopatients

today,fortunately.Iwalkedintohis

office,hewasbusywithsomething



onhislaptop.

Me:"Hey."Iwalkedtohimandbend

overtokisshischeek,helookedat

mewithasmile.

Sivuyile:"Hibaby.Whenwasthelast

timeIgotoneofthose."Irolledmy

eyesandwalkedaroundandsaton

thechairacrosshim."IthinkI

deserveaproperkiss,these2days

havebeenhellwithoutit.Icouldn't

evenconcentrateatwork."

Me:"I'msureyougavealotof



patientswronginjectionsneh?"

Sivuyile:"Youhavenoidea."I

chuckled

Me:"Youaresodramatic.Anyway,I

broughtyoulunch."Iplacedthefood

onhisdesk

Sivuyile:"Ohsweet!Thankyou

baby,youthebest."

Me:"Iknow."Helaughed."Love,I

havetogo."



Sivuyile:"Gowhere?Ithoughtyou

weregoingtostayforafew

minutes."

Me:"Nah,Ihavesomethingstotake

careof."

Sivuyile:"I'msurethosethingscan

wait,Imissedspendingtimewith

you."

Me:"Andwewillbabe,Ijustneedto

sortthisoutquickly."



Sivuyile:"Ohwow,theregoesmy

quickywish."Ilaughed.

Me:"Iknewit!That'swhatyou

missed."Welaughed.

Sivuyile:"Youcan'tblameme,it's

been3days."Ilaughed."Don'tlaugh

baby,thisisserious.Idon'twantus

tofightanymore,hayit'storture."

Me:"Wewerenotfighting,Iwasjust

tryingtoteachyoualesson."



Sivuyile:"Lessonlearntkebaby!"

Me:"mxm,asif."Istoodupfromthe

chair."I'llseeyoulater."Iwalkedto

thedoor

Sivuyile:"Nogoodbyekissvele?"I

blewhimakissthenlefttheoffice

immediately.Ibidfarewelltothe

receptionistandwentout.Igotinto

thecarandSizwedroveoff.

"I'mgoingtotearthatp**syapart



tonight."-IblushedasIreadthetext.

IinstructedSizwetodrivestraightto

Zintle'shome,Ihadtoseeherabout

somethingimportant.AsafriendI

havetoshowherthatIwillalwaysbe

theretosupporther,butatthesame

timeIneedtocheckherwhensheis

doingsomethingoffish,that'swhat

realfriendsdo.

Thecarcametoahaltinfrontofthe

gate,IjumpedoffandtoldSizwethat

IwillcallhimwhenIamdone.Her

father'scarwasnotintheyard,which

meansherparentswereatwork-



perfectforme.

IknockedoncethenIletmyselfin.

"Zintle!"IshoutedasIstoodinthe

middleofthehouse."Zintlemarn!"I

heardadooropening.

Zintle:"Yini?!(What?!)"Sheemerged

fromthepassage."Ohhit'syou."She

wasstillinherpajamas.

Me:"Hellotoyoutoofriend."

Zintle:"sorryheybabe."Weshareda



hug.

Me:"Andthen?Youstillsleepingat

thistime?Andthefrontdoorisnot

evenlocked,youknowhow

dangerousthisneighborhoodisNtle."

Shesmiled.

Zintle:"Ihaven'theardthatnameina

longtime."Ireturnedthesmile."I'm

stressedfriend,Ididn'tfeellike

wakinguptoday."

Me:"Stressedabouttheresults?"



Zintle:"Nah,it'ssomethingelse."I

sighed.

Me:"Canwesitdownandtalk?"

Zintle:"Letmegoandfreshenup

first."Inodded.Sheturnedand

walkedintothepassage.Isatdown

onthecouchandturnedonthe

TV,justtopasstimewhileshe'sin

there.

Afewminuteslatershecameback

lookingfreshinhercasualclothes.

"Whereistheloudmouth?"Shesaid



shesatbesidesme.

Me:"Idon'tknow,Ihaven'tspokento

hertoday."

Zintle:"Shecalledmethis

morning,shesaidshewaschecking

uponherbaby.ApparentlyIamno

longerrelevantinherlifenowthat

thereissomeonenewcoming."I

laughed."Andshestillwantsher

apologygift!ThatchildLord!Where

didtheygethermara?"

Me:"Sheisararebreed."Welaughed.



"Canyoubelievethatshe'sstill

avoidingherbrothersafterthe

Thandazanisaga."

Zintle:"Yoh,Iwouldtoo.Theolder

brotherseemsscaryashell."

Me:"Iknowright!"Isighed."AnywayI

wantedtotalktoyouabout

somethingimportant."

Zintle:"Andwhatisthat?"

Me:"I'mhereasafriendbutonanot



sofriendlymatter."

Zintle:"Whichis?"

Me:"Mybrother."Shelookedatme

confused."Hecalledmethismorning

andaskedmetotalktoyouaboutthe

wayyouhavebeenbehavingthese

pastfewdays.Apparentlyyou've

beencallingandsending

inappropriatetextmessagestohim.

Pleasetellmethat'snottrue?"She

lookedaway."Look,initiallyIdidn't

wanttobeinvolvedinwhateveritis

thatyouguyshadgoingon,because



honestlyIdon'tlikeit.BUTrightnow,

thewayyouarebehaving,Iamforced

toinvolvemyselfinthis.Zintle,my

brotherhasagirlandhelovesthat

girl,surehewasintobutyoukepton

blowinghimoffobviouslythatwas

goingtomakehimloveyoulessand

eventuallymoveonfromyou,andhe

hasfinallymanagedtodothat.He

hasseriousfeelingsforSlindile,that's

whyheaskedmetotellyoutostop

withthetextsandthecalls."She

lookedatme

Zintle:"Whydidhekeeponcoming

backtomethenifheissoinlove



withhisgirlfriend?Mhm?"

Me:"Idon'tknowZintle,I'monlyhere

totellyouwhathetoldme.Andright

nowwhatyouaredoingisdegrading

yourself,youmakingyourselfseem

desperateandthat'snotattractiveat

all."

Zintle:"YouaresayingIamdesperate?

Me?"

Me:"Yes!Whatdoyoucallwhatyou

aredoingrightnow?Icamehereto

talktoyoubecauseyouaremyfriend



andIloveyou,Iwouldnotwantto

seeyoubecomingsomeonethatyou

arenotbecauseofmybrother."

Zintle:"ButIlovehim."

Me:"It'stoolatenow.Mybrotheris

notintoyouanymore,hehasmoved

on.Acceptitandfocusonyour

boyfriend,foryoursakeplease."She

hadtearsinhereyes."Babe,ifThabo

stilllovedyou,trustmehewouldtell

you.Idon'tknowwheretheseThabo

feelingscamefrombecauseyou

weresoadamantthatyouareinlove



withThamiandyoudon'tlovemy

brother,nowallofasuddenyouare

actinglikeanobsessedgirlfriend.As

friendIamtellingyoutoletgo,for

yoursake.Youaregoingtogethurt

mylove."

Zintle:"Idon'tthinkIcan,I'vefallen

waytoodeep."OhGod.

Me:"Youhavetotryharderlove.

Honestlyspeakingyouarebeing

selfish,Thabogaveyouallthespace

youneededwithThami,he

understoodwhenyoublewhimoff



forhimandnowwhenhehasfinally

gotagirlthathecancallhisown,you

areprophesingyourloveforhim?

That'snotfairZintle.Mybrother

lovedyoumaybehestilldoes,buthe

isnolongerinlovewithyou.AndI

knowhim,oncehesayssomethinghe

meansit,andthat'swhathetoldme."

Zintlewascryinghereyeballsout.I

grabbedherandputherheadonmy

lapwhilebrushingherback."AndI

amgoingtoadviceyoutobreakup

withThamisinceitsprettyclearthat

youdon'tlovehimanymore,youcan't

stringhimalongthatwouldn'tbefair

onhim.Nothinghurtslikeloving



someonewhodoesn'tloveyou,so

sparehisheartandsethimfree."

Zintle:"Ican't,whatifthebabyishis?

Idon'twanttobeasinglemother."

Shesniffed

Me:"Youwon'tbe.Whosaidbreaking

upwiththefatherofyourchild

makesyouasinglemother?The

fatherwillstillbethereinthebaby's

life,buthewon'tbeinvolvedinyour

life.AndIdefinitelyknowthatThami

won'tforsakehischild."Shegotup

frommylapandwipedhertears



Zintle:"I'veneverbeensinglebefore."

Ilaughed.

Me:"Nowthat'salie,youcameinto

thisworldsingle."Shegiggled.

Zintle:"YouknowwhatImean."

Me:"Wellthereisafirsttimefor

everythingIguess.Don'tworryonce

thebabyisborn,youwon'tevenfeel

thevoidofnothavingaman."



Zintle:"Youthinkso?"

Me:"Iknowso.Thatbabyisgoingto

requireyourfullattention,youwon't

havetimeforanyoneelse."She

sighed.

Zintle:"ButwhatdoIdowithallthese

feelingsforyourbrother?"

Me:"Takeitonestepatthetime,they

willeventuallydisappear."

Zintle:"Youthinkso?"



Me:"Iknowso."

Zintle:"Whydoesyourbrotherhaveto

besoloveablethough?"Shesaidin

frustration,Ilaughed."IguessIwill

havetotryandmoveonfromhim.I

willcallhimandapologiseforthe

wayIhavebeenbehavinglately."

Me:"Nahdon't,I'llpassonthe

message.Thesooneryouminimise

communicationbetweenthetwoof

youthesooneryouwillgetoverhim.

Andyouneedtorespecthis



relationshipwithSlindile."

Zintle:"AyyyIamgoingtomissour

sessionsthough.Yourbrothersure

knewhowtopleasealady."

Me:"euw!"

Zintle:"I'mserious.ThewayIwasso

hurtwhenherefusedtofuckmethat

nightofChulu'sparty,yohwena!"

Me:"Ithoughtyouguyshookedup."



Zintle:"Iwantedusto,buthepied

me,imagine!"I'mshocked."That's

actuallythenightheendedit.Wellhe

endeditafewhoursearlier,Ithought

ifIgavehimsomehewouldchange

hismind,buthedidn't."

Me:"andthatstilldidn'tgiveyouan

impressionthathedidthatforhis

girlfriend?"

Zintle:"ayyIdidn'tcareaboutthat,

quietfranklyIdon'tcareaboutthat

girl."



Me:"Welldon'tletthatmotivateyou

totryandruintheirrelationship

please."Shekeptquiet."Zintle!"

Zintle:"Chill!Iwon'truinyourprecious

brother'srelationship!"

Me:"Youbetternot.Don'tbethatgirl

please,thatwilldefinitelymake

Thabolosealltherespectthathehas

foryou,metoo.AndThaboishappy

withthatgirl,I'mprettysurehewas

hurtwhenhecouldn'thavesomeone

hewanted."



Zintle:"IsaidIwon'tdoanything."

Me:"Youbetternot."

Zintle:"Youaresouptightgeez.Ineed

Ase,I'mprettysureshewouldhave

encouragedmetogoaftermyman."I

rolledmyeyes.

Me:"Don'tstartplease,afterallmy

serioustalkyouarestillgoingtocall

himyourman?"Shelaughed.

Zintle:"I'mkidding.LookB,I



appreciateyoufordoingthis,Iknow

youdon'tlikethesekindofthingsbut

Iwanttothankyou.Youareright

abouteverything,Ineedtostop

actinglikeadesperategirl,Ialso

needtorespectThabo'sdecisionand

hisrelationship.Youarealsoright

aboutlettingThamigo,it'sunfairto

stillbewithhimwhileI'mnolongerin

lovewithhim.Ijustneedtofocuson

myselfandmybaby,therestwill

follow."Ismiled.

Me:"Nowthat'smyfriend!"She

smiledandhuggedme.



Zintle:"Itsgoingtobehard

though,consideringthatImightbe

pregnantwithThabo'schild.IguessI

willhavetomakeitwork."

Me:"Welllet'sjustpraythatit's

Thami'skid."Shedidn'tsayanything.

"Oryouwantittobemybrother's

baby?"Sheshruggedhershoulders.

"Wellwhoeveristhefather,I'mpretty

surethatthebabywillbeloved."

Zintle:"True."Shesaidwithasmile.

"Wait!I'mjustworriedthatifthebaby



turnsputtobeThami's,hewillhateit

becauseIcheatedonhimwith

Thabo."Isighed.

Me:"There'sstillthat.Wellhedoesn't

reallyhavetoknow,sinceyouare

goingtobreakupwithhim,doeshe?"

Shelaughed.

Zintle:"Lookatthat,Mariaherself

teachingmedishonesty."Ilaughed.

Me:"Futsek!"



Zintle:"ButIfeellikeifIamgoingto

breakupwithhim,heneedstoknow

thereasonwhy."

Me:"Wellyouarenotbreakingupwith

himbecauseofmybrother,sohe

doesn'tneedtoknowabouthim.You

arebreakingupwithhimcause

you'vefallenoutoflove,that'swhat

youhavetotellhim."

Zintle:"Neh?MmmhI'lljustsaythat.I

can'tI'mtakingrelationshipadvice

fromyou!Phelawenayou'veonly

beeninonerelationship!"Welaughed.



"Ohshit!WhatamIgoingtotellhimif

thebabyturnsoutnottobehis?He

willknowthatIcheatedonhim."

Me:"Wewillcrossthatbridgewhen

wegetthere."

Zintle:"We?"

Me:"Yesgirl!Igotchyou!"Shesmiled!

Zintle:"Bestfriendsforever?"

Me:"Forevereverevereverever!"We



laughedaswehugged."Anyways,I'm

hungrysopleasemakeme

somethingtoeat!"

Zintle:"ohbetteryet!Youmyfriend

cantreatmeandmybabybytaking

usouttospur."Ilookedather.

Me:"Thatbabyisn'tevenhereasyet

butshe'salreadymakingmebroke."

Shelaughed.

Zintle:"YouarepracticingyourGod

motherdutiesmarn!"



Me:"Mxm,dutiesmyleftfoot."

Zintle:"So?Areyougoingtotakeus

out."Ilookedather."Don'tactlike

youdon'thavemoney,yourmangives

youmoneyeverytime."

Me:"Formyself,nottofeedpregnant

teenager'scravings."Shelaughedout

loudIjoinedher.

Zintle:"uyinjaBootyyezwa!Nawe

uzomithaandngizokuncishaimalika



girlyeqolo(Youaresuchadog.You

arealsogoingtofallpregnantandI

won'tusemybaby'sgrantmoneyon

you)"Welaughed.

Me:"How?I'mtheGodmothermos,

soIamentitledtothatmoney."

Zintle:"Udakiwe!"Welaughedsome

more."Letmegoanddressup,you

aretakingmetoSpurandthat's

final."

Me:"Youaresuchabully."She

laughedasshewenttoherroom.



Itookoutmyphoneandtexted

Asenathitocomeandjoinus,Kay

wasunavailablehewasalreadyin

KZNfortheDecemberholidaysand

hehadawifetopreparefor,which

remindsme,Ineedtoaskhimifhe

wasabletostophisparentsfrom

payinglobolaforZekhethelo."Hurry

up!"Iwasalreadyonmyfeet

Zintle:"Bitchstopshouting!"She

walkedinwearinghercutedress.

Me:"Idon'tevenknowwhyyouare

carryingabagbecauseyouarenot



goingtopayforthemeal."Shethrew

theslingbagatme,Iduckedandran

outthedoorlaughing.

Zintle:"unesdinashame(Youareso

annoying.)"

Me:"andyoulovemelikethat."

Zintle:"Unfortunately."

Me:"Asenathiisgoingtomeetus

there."



Zintle:"halala!I'mgoingtohavetwo

meals."Ilaughed.

Irequestedanuber,wetookpictures

forthegramwhilewewaitedforthe

drivertoarrive.
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Asenathiwasalreadysittingatthe

table,sippingonherglassofwine.I

slowlysneakeduponherasherback

wasturnedtotheentrance.

"Uselautywala?(Youaredrinking

alcohol?)"Isaidinadeepvoicenext

toherear.Shejumpedupstartled,



andturned

Ase:"Shit!!"MeandZintlediedwith

laughter."FuckmarnLunathi!!I

thoughtyouwereSipho!Youareso

annoyingyeeermarn!Nxah!"Shewas

sopissedanditmadethesituation

evenfunniertome.Isatdownwhile

stilllaughing."Uphambenena

wena?!(Areyounuts?)"

Me:"I'msorry,Icouldn'thelpmyself."

Ase:"Youaresoannoyingshame."



Zintle:"she'sondrugstoday,Iswear."I

laughed.

Ase:"IsweartoGodIthoughtitwas

Bhut'Sipho.Inearlypeedonmy

pants."

Me:"Youaresuchacoward."

Ase:"Don'tactlikeyouarenotscared

ofhimtoo."

Me:"Notreally."Ishruggedmy



shoulders.

Ase:"Mxm."Thewaitercametoour

table,weplacedourordersandheleft.

"SomuchfoodZintle,yuuhha.ahsisi."

Zintle:"awung'yekewena(Leaveme

alone.)"

Ase:"Don'tcrytomewhenyoucan't

fitintoyourjeanskesisi,because

withallthiseatingthat'swhereit's

goingtolead."



Me:"Asenathi!"

Ase:"Ohhkanene,wehaveasensitive

Zintleforthenextcoupleofmonths,

howboring."Sherolledhereyes.

Zintle:"Mxm."

Ase:"So,howdiditgowiththetests?"

Zintle:"Itwentwell,allwehavetodo

ishopeforthebest."

Ase:"WhichisThabobeingthe



father."Welookedather."What?

Thatwouldbethebestthingever.We

don'twantanuglychildhere,and

that'sexactlywhatThamiisgoingto

giveyou.MbiuThami(Thamiisugly.)"

Me:"YouarelyingmarnAse.Thamiis

reallyreallycute."

Zintle:"Yaziuyabhedalo."

Ase:"Eny'into,Idon'tfindbrokeguys

cute."



Zintle:"Golddiggervibes."

Ase:"AndIdigdeepshame."She

sippedonherwine.Welaughed.

Me:"Howarethingsbetweenyouand

Mark?"

Ase:"bad!Ihaven'tspokentohim

eversinceIfoundhimwiththatgirl.

He'sbeencallingnon-stop,butI'mnot

therewethu."

Me:"Hawu,wenafuthi?What



happenedtonotlettingameregirl

getinbetweenyouandyourman?"

Ase:"Iwasdrunkinlove."Shesaid

carelessly."ThemoreIsataloneand

thoughtaboutthis,themoreIsobered

upfromthatlove.Itwouldreallybe

stupidofmetotakeMarkback

immediatelyafterhebrokemyheart."

Zintle:"ncoohshame,youhaveaheart

kanti?"

Ase:"Tsek!"Welaughed



Me:"Soyounotgettingbackwith

him?"

Ase:"atleastnotnow.Heneedsto

learnhislesson,ndinguAsenathi

kay1mnakaloku,nobodycheatson

meandgetsawaywithit.Markwon't

knowwhathithimonceIamdone

withhim."

Zintle:"Iwonder."

Ourfoodcame,andwedugin.



"Ay'suka!"Shesaidasshesilenced

herringingphone.

Me:"isitMark?"

Ase:"no,it'sbhut'Sipho."

Zintle:"forhowlongareyougoingto

avoidthem?"

Ase:"untiltheyforgetaboutthe

Thandazanidrama."

Me:"Goodluckwiththat."



Zintle:"Ithinkyouneedtosee

them,justtogetthismessoverand

donewith."

Ase:"Ay."

Me:"SpeakingofSipho,hewantsto

takeChulutoafamilyweekend

getaway."

Ase:"ooouthat'snice."

Me:"Noit'snot,Lusandisalsogoing



tobethere."

Ase:"What?!Ihopeyoutoldhimtogo

hell."

Me:"Weeeh!Asifyouwoulddothat."

Ase:"tellmethewholestory,howdid

heaskyou."Inarratedthewhole

storytothem,includinghow

disrespectfulLusandawastome.

"Goodgirl!Kudostoyouforstanding

upforyourselfbabes.Whodoesshe

thinksheis?Thenerveofthatgirl!"



Zintle:"Youdidgoodbabe,theyneed

toknowthatyouain'tnowalkover."

Ase:"HowIwishIwasthere!Iwas

goingtotellheroff,andgivehera

slapasabonus!"

Me:"Musttherealwaysbeviolence

whenyouareinvolved."

Ase:"Somepeopleonlyunderstand

thatlanguage.Somethingisfishy

aboutthatgirlIswear,Idon'tlikeher



andIneverwill.InfactIamgoingto

doeverythinginmypowertobreak

themup,mncwistrue!"

Zintle:"Haywena,don'tdothat.She

makesyourbrotherhappy."

Ase:"Idon'tcareaboutthat.His

happinessisdisruptingthepeaceof

thefamily.Hewillfindanothergirl

thatwillmakehimjustashappy,if

notmore."

Me:"Iamsotiredofher,sheisalways

aroundSipho.Whereverhegoesshe



isthere,she'salwaysaroundmy

house."

Ase:"Youneedtoputyourfootdown

andtellubhutithatyoudon'twanthis

girlfriendhangingaroundyourhouse

anymore."

Me:"nahIcan'tdothat,thatwillsurely

messupSiphoandSivuyile's

relationship."

Ase:"Ifbhut'Sipholovesbhut'Sivuyile

asmuchashedoes,thenhewon't

allowastupidplasticgirltocomein



betweenthem.AndIdon'tthinkhe

willdothat,helookslikesomeone

whovaluesfamily."

Me:"butwon'titseemlikeIam

standinginthewayofLusanda

buildingarelationshipwithChulu?"

Zintle:"Shedoesn'tevendeserveto

havearelationshipwithher.IfIwere

youIwouldkeepherasfaraway

frommydaughter."

Ase:"Exactly!Andyourhusband

madeitclearthathedoesn'twant



LusandaanywherenearChulu,so

whoareyoutodisputethat?Youare

theonlymotherChuluknowsandhas,

ifLusandawantstobuildabondwith

Chulusheneedstowaituntilshe

turns18,whenshecanfinallymake

herowndecisions.Rightnow,you

havetherighttomakedecisionsfor

Chulu."

Me:"Right!Thatmakessense."

Ase:"ImagineLusandaspending

qualitytimewithChulu.She'sgoing

toteachmynieceplasticsurgeryat



suchayoungage,myGod!"We

laughed.

Zintle:"HernoseisthefirstthingI

noticedwhenIfirstsawher."

Ase:"Howcouldyounot,it'sthefirst

thingthatgreetsyoubeforesheeven

does."Welaughed.

Me:"Iamsodonewithyouguys!"We

laughedsomemore.

○

Ihadjustgotbackfromthedatewith



mygirls,itlastedforhoursasusual,

timereallyflieswhenyouarehaving

funandit'salwayslikethatwhenI

amwithmygirls.Sivuyilewasalready

backfromwork,hewassittinginthe

loungeplayingwithhisdaughter.

"Lookwho'sback...It'smommy."I

walkedtothemandsatdownonthe

couch.Chuluimmediatelyheldout

herhandstomeasIsatdown,Itook

her.

Sivuyile:"Chuluissuchatraitor,we

werebondingjustnowandnowshe's



turningonmebecauseyouarehere."

Ilaughed.

Me:"Youshouldbeusedtothisby

now.She'samomma'sgirlthisone."

Ikissedherlips.

Sivuyile:"Wherehaveyoubeen?"

Me:"IwenttoseeZintle,thenwewent

outforlunchwithAsenathi."

Sivuyile:"Seeher?Isshenotfeeling

well?"



Me:"Nahshe'sfine.Ihadtogotalkto

herabouthersituationwithThabo."

Sivuyile:"Ithoughtyoudidn'twantto

involveyourselfinthat."

Me:"Idon'tvele,butnowthingshave

escalatedtoapointwhereIhaveto

intervene."Helookedconfused.

"Thabocalledmelastnightandhe

toldmeaboutcertainunusualthings

thatZintlehasbeendoing,hethen

askedmetotalktoher."



Sivuyile:"Whywouldheaskyouto

talktoherknowingverywellthatyou

werenottoohappyabouttheir

'relationship'?"

Me:"Hesaidmaybeshewilllistenifit

comesfromme."

Sivuyile:"andnaweyouwentahead

andspoketoher."

Me:"Ihadtobabe,Zintleismybest

friendandIdon'twanthertocome

acrossasapsycho,alsomybrother's

happinessmeanstheworldtome



andrightnowheisveryhappywith

Slindile."

Sivuyile:"True.Hedoesn'tstoptalking

abouther.JustlikemewhenIfirst

metyou."

Me:"Don'tliebabe.Youdidn'tlikeme

whenyoufirstmetme,youtreated

melikeshit."

Sivuyile:"Ididnosuchthing!"Ilooked

athim."ThefirsttimeIsawyouthe

firstthingthatcameintomymind

was,'Iamgoingtotapthatass'.I



actuallylikedyou,Ievenwentasfar

asgettingyournamefromZintle."

Me:"Youwerelustingoverme,there's

adifference.ButafteryoufoundoutI

wasyourchosenone,youwerenot

happyaboutthat.Admitit?"

Sivuyile:"Iwas."Ilaughed.

Me:"Youaresuchaliar.Icouldsee

thehatredthroughyoureyes.And

whenwefinallygotmarried,you

treatedmelikeshit."



Sivuyile:"Nowyouarelying.Iwasso

nicetoyou,evenafteryouusedme

forsex."Icouldn'thelpbutlaugh.

Me:"Youknowwhat,let'sstopthis

conversation."Helaughed.

Sivuyile:"No,I'menjoyingit."

Me:"WellI'ms-"myphonerang

interupptingme."Babe?"

Zintle:"Hey,Iforgottoaskyou



somethingyazi."

Me:"Whatisit?"

Zintle:"Couldyoupleasesendme

Sivuyile'snumber?"

Me:"Huh?"Idon'tthinkIheardher

correctly."YouwantSivuyile's

number?"Sivuyilelookedatme

Zintle:"yesgirl."

Me:"Why?"



Zintle:"OhThandiweneedsthem,he

needstotalktohimabout

something."What?!IsZintleseriously

doingthis?

Me:"Areyouserious?"

Zintle:"Yes."Soshedoesn'tsee

anythingwrongwiththis?Wow!I

hungupwithoutevensayingaword

toher.

Sivuyile:"Whowasthat?"



Me:"Zintle.Shewantsyour

number,forhersisterimagine.

Apparentlysheneedstotalktoyou

aboutsomething."

Sivuyile:"OhGod,itmustbebecauseI

forgottosendherhermonthly

allowance."

Me:"Allo-What?!Youaretellingme

thatThandiwegetsmoneyfromyou

everysinglemonth?Why?"



Sivuyile:"Itwaspartofourdivorce

settlement."

Me:"Heh!"Iclapped"Partofyour

divorcesettlement.Whywouldyou

dothatthoughSivuyile?Youare

basicallystilltakingcareofyourex

wife,inwhatworldisthatokay?To

makemattersworseyoudidnoteven

tellmeaboutthis!"

Sivuyile:"WhyshouldI?It'smymoney

mos."

Me:"Oh?It'slikethatnow?Wow!"



Sivuyile:"NobabeIdidn'tmeanitthat

way."Istoodupandwalkedaway.

Sivuyilecanbeanasssometimes.All

hehadtodowasinformmeabout

thedivorcesettlement,that'sall.One

thingIhateabouthimishissecrecy

andlackofcommunication,buthe's

alwayspreachingthatweshould

learnhowtocommunicate,asifhe

practicesthat.

Me:"Yourdadisanass."Isaidaswe

walkedinManxele'sroom,shewas

sittingonthebedandpackingher



clothes."Ohhsorry,Ididn'tknowyou

werebusy."

Manxele:"Ohnoit'sfinemntanam.

Didyouwantmetotakeher?"

Me:"yes,butIwillaskMam'Luvo."

Manxele:"She'salsopackingher

clothes.It'sokayIwillmanagewith

her."

Me:"OhthankyouMah."Shelaida

smallblanketonthefloorwithtoys,I



placedChuluthere."I'msureyou

can'twaittogohomeneh?"She

smiled.

Manxele:"Icannotwaittoseemy

babies,butIamgoingtomissyou

andChulu."Ismiled

Me:"Wewillmissyoutoo."Isatdown

andhelpedherpackherclothesover

alightconversation.

Iwasinthekitchencookingdinner

whilelisteningtomusicwhenSivuyile

decidedtowalkinanddisturbmy



peace.

Sivuyile:"Babywam."Icarriedonwith

whatIwasdoingandpaidno

attentiontohim."Undiqumbele?(Are

youangryatme?)"

Me:"WhatdoyouwantSivuyile?"

Sivuyile:"Iwanttospendtimewithmy

wife."

Me:"WellI'mbusy."Hesighedand

walkedtowardsme.Hehuggedme



frombehind.

Sivuyile:"Lookbaby,I'msorryforwhat

Isaidearlier.Youtookitthewrong

way."Itriedtomoveawayfromhim

butheheldontight

Me:"HowwasIsupposedtotakeit?

Youwerenotsupposedtosaythatin

thefirstplace.Igetthatit'syour

moneyandyoucanspendithowever

youlike,allIwantedfromyouwasto

tellmeaboutthis,butkeit'syour

moneybosssocarryonandspendit

onyourexwife.Idon'tcare."



Sivuyile:"Comeonbaby,I'msorry."

Me:"Don'tyougettiredofalways

apologising?Youaretheonewho's

alwaystalkingaboutcommunicating

butitseemslikeyouarefailingtodo

that.SometimesIhonestlydon't

thinkyouarereadyformarriage

Sivuyile,youstilldothingsasifyou

aresingle."Heletgoofme

Sivuyile:"Hayuyabhudakengoku(Now

youaretalkingnonsense.)Whatdo

youmeanIamnotreadyformarriage?



I'malsotryinghereokay!"

Me:"That'sthething,youaretrying

andnotdoing."

Sivuyile:"Whatdoyouwantmetodo

keLunathi?"

Me:"Beabetterhusband!"Iswitched

offthestoveandwalkedawayfrom

him.

Sivuyile:"Whythehellareweeven

fighting?"Iwalkedout.Sivuyile



makesmesomadsometimes,he

actslikehe'sachildinthis

relationshipwhileIamtheyounger

one.Iwasmorehurtaboutwhathe

saidearliertoday,thismeanshe'snot

goingtoconsidermyopinionwhenit

comestomoneymattersbecauseI

don'tbringinanyincomeinthis

house.Thisjustgoestoshowthat

Thandiwewillalwayshaveaplacein

Sivuyile'sheart,whyelsewouldhe

careaboutherwell-beingifhe

doesn'tloveherstill?

IlockedmyselfinChulu'sroom,I

didn'twanthimtofollowmearound

andannoymewithhisstupidapology.



Myphonebeepedindicatingan

incomingtext.

"I'mstillwaitingforthenumber

Booty."-thisoneisalsopissingme

off.Iputmyphoneonsilentandlaid

onthesinglebedthat'sintheroom.

○

IendedupfallingasleepinChulu's

room,IguessManxeleorMam'Luvo

decidedtosleepwithhersincethe

doorwaslocked.Ipulledoutmy

phonetocheckthetime,Ihada

dozenmissedcallsfromSivuyileand

2fromZintle.Thetimewas1am,I



can'tbelieveIsleptforthatlong.I

wishIcouldsleephereuntilthe

morning,butIcan'tthebedisnot

comfortable,itdoesn'tevenhave

pillows.Igotoffthebedand

unlockedthedoor,thenIwalkedto

mybedroom.Thelightswerestill

on,buthewassleepingfacingthe

otherway.Itookoffallmyclothes

andswitchedoffthelights,Igotinto

bednaked.

"Wherewereyou?"Ohhe'sstillawake.

Me:"IwasinChulu'sroom."



Sivuyile:"canwetalk."

Me:"Notnow."

Sivuyile:"Okay."Heputhisarm

aroundme,Iturnedandlaidmyhead

onhischest.

•
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HereIamsittingonthisbed

pretendingtobeasleepbecauseI

don'twanttofacehim.We'vebeen

havingalotoffightslaterandIam



honestlytired,butIstillcan'tmove

pastwhathesaidtome.He's

awake,he'sbeentossingandturning

foranhournow,Iheardhimletouta

loudsighafewminutesago.He's

probablywaitingformetowakeupto

sothatwecan'talk',I'mdreadingthis

talkIdon'tthinkIcanlistentoany

moreofhisstupidapologies.Foras

longaswe'vebeenmarriedhe'sbeen

apologisingforwrongingme,whenis

hegonnachange?I'mhonestlytired

ofthiskindofbehaviour,justthinking

aboutourmarriage'sfutureweighs

medown,howisourfuturegoingto

beifhekeepsondoingoneandthe



samethings?He'svery

secretive,cannotcommunicateworst

ofallhejustspewshurtfulwordsout

ofhismouthwithouteventhinking

howIamgoingtotakethem,he's

basicallyinsensitive.

"Baby."Busted!Iopenedmyeyes

Me:"mmmh."Hesighed

Sivuyile:"Canwetalk?"

Me:"Soearlyinthemorning?"My



backwasagainsthim,Idon'teven

knowwhenImovedfromhischest.

Sivuyile:"Please."Ishutmyeyesfora

fewseconds,Iturnedtofacehim.

Me:"Talk."Myeyeswereonhim

Sivuyile:"I'ms-"Icuthimshort.

Me:"Ifthat'showyouaregoingto

startthisconversation,Imightaswell

getoutofthisbed."Helookedatme

astonished."Youareforever



apologisingandwhatpissedmeoff

themostisthatyouareapologisefor

somethingthatyoudidonpurpose."

Helookeddown.

Sivuyile:"Love,IknowIamassandI

knowIcomeacrossasarrogant

sometimes,butthatdoesn'tmeanam

abadperson.Iadmittherearesome

thingsthatIneedtounlearn,I

promiseyouIamworkingonthem.A

personcannotchangehischaracter

overnight,andIamworkingonthat

change.IknowthatIdon'tdeserve

you,butbelievemewhenIsayIwill

worktwiceashardtobethemanthat



youdeserve.Iamsosorryforallthe

stupidthingsI'vesaidtoyou,I'm

sorryformakingyoufeellikeyouare

inthismarriagealoneandI'malso

sorryformakingyoufeellikeIamnot

readyforthislifethatweareliving.

Forgivememylove."Ilookedathim

Me:"Ididnotsayyouareabad

person.IjustwaswanttofeellikeI

aminamarriage,rightnowthisfeels

likeamererelationship.Yesyoudo

showmeloveandwehavefun

together,butyouneverincludemein

thedecisionmaking.AllthatIam

askingforisthatyoukeepmeinthe



loopaboutthingsgoingoninyour

life,alsomakemefeellikemyopinion

matters,Iwanttobetreatedlikea

wifenotatrophygirlfriend."

Sivuyile:"Iunderstand.Ididn'tknow

that'showyoufelt,I'mactuallyglad

thatwehadthisfight.NowIknow

whattoworkonandfix."Ismiled."I

loveyouMamokoena!Andlosingyou

wouldcrushmysoul."Hebentdown

andpeckedonmylips.

Me:"Youshouldworkonyourself,we

don'twanttoseeyoucrushed,now



dowe?"Ichuckledbuthedidn't"I'm

kiddinghawu."

Sivuyile:"Don'tjokelikethatplease."I

laughed.

Me:"So?Areyougoingtotellme

abouttheThandiweallowance?"

Sivuyile:"Ohhyeah.Shewantedhalf

ofmyassets,soIofferedhera

monthlyallowancetostopherfrom

fightingformyassets.Itdidn'twork

though,soIhadtotakeother

measurestogethertobackdown."



Me:"Butyoustillcarriedonandgave

hertheallowance?"

Sivuyile:"Yep."

Me:"Why?"

Sivuyile:"Idon'tknow,Ijustthoughtit

wastherightthingtodo."Ilooked

away."What?Whatisit?"

Me:"IjustfeellikeThandiwestill

holdsaspecialplaceinyourlife.I



meanwhyelseyouwouldtakecare

ofhereverymonthforabsolutelyno

reasonifshedoesn'tmean

somethingtoyou."

Sivuyile:"What?!Fuckno!Idon'tgive

adamnaboutthatgirl.Specialplace

inwho'sheart?Myheartonlyhasone

rulerandthatpersonisyoubaby.I

don'thavespaceforbitches."

Me:"Promise?"

Sivuyile:"Ipromise."



Me:"Thenthismeansnomore

allowanceforThandiwe."

Sivuyile:"done!I'vebeenthinking

aboutstoppingitforawhilenow."

Me:"Good!Idon'twantyouinvolved

withyourex."

Sivuyile:"Youdon'thavetoworry

aboutthatbabe."

Me:"Whichbringsmetothis,Idon't



wantLusandatocomehere

anymore."Helookedatme."I'm

serious.Tellyourbrothertostop

comingwithherhereanymore,Idon't

trustheraroundmyfamily."He

chuckled.

Sivuyile:"Youandmebothbaby.

Problemissheisalwayshanging

aroundSiphoandifIstopherfrom

comingherSiphowillalsostay

away."

Me:"Ifhevaluestherelationshipthat

youguyshavethenhewon't.Just



talktohimandmakehimunderstand

whywedon'twantthatgirlhere."

Sivuyile:"I'llseewhatIcandoabout

that."

Me:"Youbettercomeupwithaplan

fast,orIwillaskAsetoassistme

withbanningLusandafromthis

house."

Sivuyile:"Heh!Wherehasthatone

beenhidingherself?"



Me:"ahhshe'saround."

Sivuyile:"Istillneedtohaveatalkwith

her."

Me:"OhGod,haven'tyoumovedon

fromthat?"

Sivuyile:"NotuntilIhaveapropersit

downwithher.Andyouaregoingto

setitup."

Me:"Me?Whyme?"



Sivuyile:"Causeyouareherfriendand

shetrustsyou."

Me:"HowexactlyamIgoingtoset

thisup?"

Sivuyile:"Callherhereforavisit,tell

herI'mnothereIguaranteeyoushe

willcome."

Me:"Andwherewillyoube?"

Sivuyile:"Hidingbehindthesofa

waitingtomakemygrandentrance."I



laughedasIimaginedhimhiding

behindthesofa.

Me:"Soyouwantmetotrickmy

friendandbreakhertrust?"

Sivuyile:"Exactlymylove."Hesays

casuallybeforegettingoutofthebed.

"Joinmeintheshower?Please?"I

draggedmyselfoutofthebedand

followedhimtothebathroom.We

gotintotheshowerandhad

steamingshowersession.

"She'sontheway.Istilldon'tgetwhy



youhadtoinviteSipho.She'sgoing

tohatemeafterthis."Weweresitting

intheloungewaitingforAsenathito

arrive.Ifinallygaveintomy

husband'splantotrickAsenathi,I

wasslightlyregrettingthisbutatthe

endofthedaysheneedstofaceher

brothers.

Sivuyile:"Calmdown,shewon't."

Me:"ForyoursakeIhopeso,causeif

shedoesyouwon'tbegettingany

sexfromme."



Sivuyile:"Hahbaby!"

Me:"I'mt-"

"Isshehereyet?"Siphoaskedashe

walkedinthelounge.

Sivuyile:"Notyet,butshe'sonthe

way."

Sipho:"Iwonderwhatmadeherstay

awayforsuchalongtime."Ishe

serious?"HeyNathi."



Me:"HelloBhut'Sipho."

Sipho:"Uhmlook,I'dliketoapologise

forwhathappenedtheotherday.It

wasnotmyintentiontodismissyou

fromtheconversation,itwaswrong

ofmeandI'msorry."Iguesshis

brotherspoketohim.

Me:"It'sfine,Iacceptyourapology."

Sipho:"AndIrespectwhatever

decisionsthatyoutakewithregards

toChulu,youarehermotherafterall."

Ismiledandnodded.Sivuyile'sphone



rangbeforeIcouldsaysomething.

Sivuyile:"Jobe?"Oneoftheguardsat

thegate."Ohokay.Thankyoufor

informingme."Hehungup."Shejust

walkedinthegate."

Me:"andrememberguys,don'tbe

hostile.She'syoursister,shejust

needsyoutoshowherthewayina

politemanner."Sipholookedatme

likeI'vegrowntwoheads"I'm

serious,youdon'twanttopushher

away."



Sipho:"Fine,wewilltrytobegentle."

Me:"Areyoustillgoingtohidebehind

thecouch?"Ilaughed

Sipho:"What?I'mnotdoingthat."

Me:"Itwasyourbrother'sidea."

Sipho:"Hellno!"

Sivuyile:"Wellyoucomeupwitha

betteronesmartypants."Ilaughed



Sipho:"Wewillhideinthe

kitchen,thankyouverymuch!"He

walkedaway,Sivuyilefollowedbehind

him.

AfewsecondslaterAsenathiwalked

in,shedidn'tevenknockonthefront

door.

Ase:"Helloskwiza!"Shesaidloudly!

Shenevercallsmethat.

Me:"Doyouhavetobesoloud?"



Ase:"Whynot?It'sabeautifulday!"

Me:"Youhavenomannersmara

wena,youdidn'tknock."

Ase:"Thisismybrothershousewhich

technicallymakesitaDlamini

householdwhichmeansit'safamily

housewhichmakesitmyhome,I

don'tneedtoknock."Wellthatwasa

lot."Stopaskingmestupidquestions

andpourmeaglassofwine,Iknow

youhaveastashhiddensomewhere."

Me:"Mustyoushout?"



Ase:"It'snotlikeSivuyileishere,sohe

won'thearme."Ifonlyheknew.

"Winekaloku!"Sheclappedherhands.

"Ididn'tknowmywifehasawine

stash!"Great!Sheabruptlystoodup

fromthecouch.

Ase:"Bhuti!"Shesentawarningstare

tomeasshesaidthat."Ididn'tknow

youwerehere."

Sipho:"Wearebothhere."Hewalked



in,iflookscouldkillIwouldbesixfeet

underrightnow.

Ase:"Wellthisisanicesurprise."

Sipho:"Itsureis.Andithiwena

uyasibaleka(isn'tityouareavoiding

us)sowehadtocomeupwithaplan

toseeyou.Imagine,havingtogo

throughallthistroublejusttoseeour

littlesister."Asenathilookeddown.

Me:"uhhletmeexcuseyouguys."I

quicklywalkedoutbeforeanyone

couldprotest.Ididn'twanttobea



partofthatconversation,with

Asenathi'sstaresandall.Idecidedto

killtimeplayingwithmybabyinher

room.

AfteranhourorsoAsenathiwalked

in,hereyeswerebloodred,wasshe

crying?

Ase:"Youaresuchawitchyaz!"I

laughed."ButThankyoufordoing

this.Idon'tknowhowlongIwasgo

intoavoidthem."OhIgetathank

you?Howwonderful.

Me:"Wereyoucrying?"



Ase:"No!Ijustgotabuta

emotional,that'sall."Ichuckled.

Me:"abitemotional,Isee."Shesat

downnexttome."Sowhatdidyou

guystalkabout?"

Ase:"Thedangersofdatingoldguys."

Sherolledhereyes."Canyoubelieve

theyhadthe'talk'withme?Imean

amI12yearsold?"Ilaughed."Ican't

beli3veSivuyilestillexpectsmetobe

avirginwhilehe'sstickinghisdickin

an18yearoldeverynight."



Me:"excuseyou,soontobe19."

Ase:"mxm."

Me:"Sowhywereyoucrying?"She

gavemeastare."Ohsorryletme

rephrase,whydidyougetalittle

emotional?"

Ase:"Whattheydidintherejust

showedmehowmuchtheycare

aboutme."Ilookedather"StupidI

know!Buttheymademerealisehow



lovedIam,Idon'tneedtogoout

thereandlookforattentioninthe

wrongplacesbecauseIhavethemin

mylife."Ismiledather.

Me:"That'snotstupid."

Ase:"Youknowmysiblingswould

neverdothis,insteadtheywouldjust

letmebeandjudgemefromafar.

They'veneverreallyshownmelove,

evenmyparents,they'realwaystoo

busyfocusingontheirolderkids

insteadofpayingattentiontome,I

don'tknow,maybeit'sbecauseI'ma



girlandthatmakesmeless

important.TheonlyrealloveI've

experiencedisfromuncleBavuyise's

family,asmuchastheQueenisashe

-devil,shegavemethemotherlylove

thatIneededbutitwasneverenough,

allIwantorwantedratherwastoget

attentionfrommyimmediatefamily.

Butnotanymore,whathappened

todayjustshowedthatmycousins

aretheonlysiblingsIneedinmylife."

Wewerebothgettingemotional,I

couldn'thelpbutgiveherawarmhug.

Me:"Youareimportantmylove,don't

everforaseconddoubtyour



importance.Therearepeoplewho

valueyourpresenceintheirlives,me

included.Yourbrothersareso

unfortunatetonotexperiencethe

kindofpersonthatyouare,youarea

truegem!AndIamsoluckytohave

youasafriendandasister,Ilove

you."

Ase:"IloveyoutooMariawam."I

pushedherfromme

Me:"Yousuredoknowhowtoruina

moment."Shelaughed."Wipeyour

tearsyoulooklikeamonkey."



Ase:"Agorgeousmonkeyatthat!"

Andshe'sback!Shewipedhertears.

"Ouch!YohChulu!"Whendidshe

evengethere,lasttimeIcheckedshe

wasplayingwithhertoysonthefloor.

"Doesthischildknowhowexpensive

thishairis."Ilaughed.

Me:"Leavemychildaloneplease."I

pickedherupplacedheronmylap.

"Baby,stop!"Shewasplayingwith

Asenathi'sweave.

Ase:"potentialweavesnatcher



spotted!"

Me:"Yeey!Don'tyoudare!Herfather

willbuyheralltheweavesinthe

world."Chuluwassofascinatedby

Asenathi'sweave,shecouldn'tstop

touchingit.

Ase:"I'mkidding!She'sgoingtohave

taste,justlikeheraunt."

Me:"Mybabyiswaytoyoungtobe

intoweaves."



Ase:"Wellshecan'tstoplookingand

playingwithmine."

Me:"So?Areyousinglenow?"

Ase:"Assingleas70yearoldwidow."

Ilaughed"it'sgoingtobealongdry

season."

Me:"PityIcan'trelate."Shepunched

myarm,Ilaughedoutloud.

Ase:"Youaresuchabitch."



Me:"Ilearntfromthebest."

Ase:"BeforeIforget,Ineedyoutohelp

mepack."

Me:"Packwhatnow?"

Ase:"Mystuff,Iammovinginwith

bhut'Sipho."

Me:"Huh?Why?"

Ase:"Hesaidhishouseiswaytobig

forustobewastingmoneyon



rentingaflatforme.Ijustthinkhe

wantstokeepacloseeyeonme

becausehedidn'treallygivemean

optionaboutthismovingthing."I

don'tblamehim,Aseistoowildshe

needsadultsupervision.

Me:"Whataboutyourflat?"

Ase:"Thecontractisendingendof

Feb,andtherenthasalreadybeen

paidfor,butlikeIsaidhedidn'tgive

meachoice."

Me:"Youdoknowthatwearegoing



homesoonright?Soyoucanmove

nextyearwhenwecomeback."

Ase:"Hewantsmetomoveinasin

now."

Me:"ohokay,butwhydoIhavetohelp

you?"

Ase:"BecauseIsaidso,tshin!"Mxm.

Me:"Fine!"

Ase:"Getup,weneedtogetgoing."



Me:"wait,youmeanttoday?"

Ase:"Yes!Whatdidyouthink."

Me:"Idon'tknow,tomorrowmaybe?"

Ase:"Idon'tdohardlabouron

Saturdays."Thenerveofthisgirl!"Put

thebabydown,andlet'sgo."Chulu

wasalreadysleepinginmyarms,she

issuchalazybabysometimes.I

stoodupandputherinhercot.



Me:"Youareruiningmyplansforthe

dayyaziwena!"

Ase:"Don'tactlikeyouhadexciting

planssisi."Thisisthesameperson

thatwascryingnotsolongago,but

nowshe'sbeingherusualannoying

self.

○

WearrivedatAsenathicomplex.I

spottedZintleassoonaswegotof

theliftonAse'sfloor.Ihaven't

spokentohertoday,Ijustfoundit

weirdthatshewouldaskforMY

husband'snumbertogivetoHER



sistertowhohappenstobeMY

husband'sex-wife,noitwasactually

disrespectful.

Me:"Youdidn'ttellmethatshewas

coming."

Ase:"IneedallthehelpIcanget."I

scoffed."Wait!Don'ttellmeyouguys

foughtagain?Youknowwhat,Idon't

evenwanttoknow.Youwillsortthis

outyourselves,Iamnotgetting

involved.

Zintle:"Heyguys."Shegreetedwith



excitement,Asereplied."Ihopeyou

aregoingtopayusforallthiswork

wewillbedoinginhere."

Ase:"AndhereIwasthinkingyouare

doingthisoutofthegoodnessof

yourheart."

Zintle:"Youwish!Openup,Ineedto

pee."AseopenedthedoorandZintle

rushedin.

Ase:"I'mjustpackingmyclothes,the

restleaveithere."Shewasrentinga

fullyfurnitureflat,theonlythingthat



sheboughtwasthecutleryand

plates.

Me:"Wedidn'tneedanextrasetof

handsforthatyouknow?"Sherolled

hereyesandledthewaytoherroom.

Wewereinthemiddleofpacking

whenZintledecidedtofinallyjoinus.

Ase:"uyadojabutyouwillwantmeto

payyouinfull."

Zintle:"Sorryaboutthat,Iwasonthe

phone."



Ase:"With?"

Zintle:"Youlikenews."Asethrewat-

shirtather,shelaughed."I'mkidding,

itwasThami.Hewantsustomeet

tomorrow."

Ase:"Ahhkanti!"

Zintle:"I'mgoingtousethis

opportunitytobreakupwithhim."

Ase:"Ooouuu!Why?"



Zintle:"Idon'tlovehimanymore."

Ase:"Areyousireyouarenot

breakingupwithhimforacertainhot

Sothobrotherwhohasagirlfriendby

theway!"Ichuckled

Zintle:"No!I'mdoingthisformyself.I

hadatalkwithByesterdayandItook

ineverythingthatshesaid."

Ase:"mmmh,hayokay."



Zintle:"Booty,areyouokay?"Ijust

lookedatherandcarriedonwith

whatIwasdoing.

Ase:"Apparentlyyouguysfought,I've

alreadytoldherIamnotgetting

involved."Thisishernotgetting

involved?Ohwow!

Zintle:"Fought?Idon'trememberany

fightbetweenus,asfarasIam

concernedweareokay."

Ase:"HaikeTshawe!"Icouldn'thelp

butbreakintolaughter.



Zintle:"TsekAsenathi!...Bootywhat

didwefightabout,pleaseenlighten

mesinceI'minthedark."

Me:"Whatwasthelastthingwe

spokeabout?"

Zintle:"Idon'tremember.OhhIasked

youforSivuyile'snumbers."

Me:"Forwho?"

Zintle:"ForThandiw-ohhh."Ase



gasped."Ishouldhavethoughtthat

through,damn!I'msosorryBooty."If

sorrywasworththousands,Iwould

havemadeakilling,todayonly."I

reallyreallymeantnoharm.Nowthat

Ithinkaboutit,itwasreallywrongof

metodothat,nomatterwhatthe

circumstanceswere."Inodded."AmI

forgiven?"Ishrugged."Comeonlove

ofmylife."Shegrabbedmycheeks

"Pleaseforgiveme?"

Me:"Stopit!"Ilaughed."Iforgiveyou

ifitwillmakeyoustopplayingwith

mycheeks."



Zintle:"I'lltakethat."

Me:"SoAsenathi,howmuchareyou

goingtolayus?"

Ase:"Howdoyouexpectmenothave

ablesserwhenIhavefriendslike

you?"Wecrackedupinlaughter.

Zintle:"Youar-"Herphone

rang,interupptingher."It'syour

brother....Hello....already?Whydidn't

youtellme?....OhIunderstand....no



youcantellmenow.....Oh!."

MeanwhilemeandAsenathiwere

quiet."Sure,bye."Shethrewthe

phoneonthebedbeforeslidingdown

onthefloor.

Me:"Hey,what'swrong?"Irushedand

kneeledinfrontofher.Shelooked

defeated.

Ase:"Didyoureceivebadnews?"She

shruggedhershoulders.Shewasnot

okayatall.

Me:"Talktousbabe."



Zintle:"Hego-"Herphonebeeped.

"Pleasepassittome."

Ase:"Youwilldealwiththatlater,tell

uswhatwassaidinthatphonecall."I

guesslikingnewsrunsintheDlamini

family.IgotupandgotZintle'sphone.

SheimmediatelytookitwhenI

handedittoher,IlookedatAsein

confusionasZintlefiddledwithher

phone.Sheletoutadefeatedsigh

beforehandingthephonetome.

Me:"What'sthis?"Itwasapictureofa



document.

Zintle:"Read."Izoomedintothe

picturetogetaproperlook,Istill

wasn'tge-....ohhh

Me:"IsthiswhatIthinkitis?"She

nodded,Asesnatchedthephoneout

ofmyhand."Hey!Iwasstillreading."

Ase:"Uyacothanawemarn!(Youare

tooslow)."Shereadthroughitfora

fewseconds."Sohe'snotthefather?

Eish!"Itookthephoneandlookedat

thepictureagain,indeedmybrother



wasnotresponsibleforZintle's

pregnancy.

Zintle:"Yep!0.0%possibility."Shesaid

inalowtone.

Me:"Wow!"That'sallIcouldsay

Ase:"Wellwhydoyousoundsosad?

Youshouldberejoicingthatyou

finallyhaveanametogivetoyour

dad!"Shesaidcheerfully.

Zintle:"Right!"



Me:"Zintlewespokeaboutthis."

Zintle:"Iknow,butyoucan'texpectme

toswitchofmyfeelingsinjusta

day."Right!

Me:"Wellnowyouknowthemost

importantinformationyouneeded.

Justbehappyaboutthat."

Ase:"Stopfrowning."Shefakeda

smile."Mxm!Let'sgetbacktowork

ladies!Theseclothesarenotgoingto



packthemselves."

Zintle:"IthinkIshouldgohome."

Ase:"Phambene!(Youarecrazy!)We

arenottheoneswhosaidyoumust

beasangomaandconcludethat

Thaboisyiurbabydaddy,soplease

don'tyoudareswitchuponusright

now.Wecameheretopackmy

clothes,andthat'swhatwearegoing

todo,whetheryouarecryingor

laughing,Idon'tcare."Zintlelaughed

indefeat.



Me:"Youaresoinsensitive."

Zintle:"WhatamIgoingtodowith

youthough?"

Ase:"Youwillfigurethatoutonce

we'vefinishedpacking."

Asenathiissomethingelse!

•

•
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WetriedtocheerZintleupsinceshe

waskindofsadaftergettingthe

results,Ihonestlydon'tknowhowto

feelabouttheresults.Ifitwas



Thabo'sbabyIwouldhavebeen

happy,sameasIamhappythatit's

nothis.Zintleneedstomoveonfrom

mybrotherandfocusonherselfand

herchildthat'sontheway.

WedroppedZintleoffatherhouse

beforewewenthome.

Ase:"Homesweethome!"DidI

mentionthatshe'salwaysloud?We

walkedinthroughthelounge,itwas

empty.IwonderwhereSivuyileis."I

amsohungry,makotifixme

somethingtoeatfastfast."



Me:"LasttimeIcheckedyouhad

hands."

Ase:"LasttimeIchecked,youwerea

Dlaminimakoti.Somakefast

ntombazana(girl)"

Me:"wahlanya(youarecrazy),I'malso

tiredandhungry."

Ase:"ItsdayslikethesewhereImiss

dabawo(aunty)."

Me:"Mxm."Irolledmyeyes.



"Ohhyouareback."Sivuyilewalkedin

followedbymybrother,Thabo

Ase:"No,thisisnotus,it'sa

hologram."

Me:"Abuti!Ididn'tknowyouwere

here."Irushedtohimandgavehima

hug,hekissedmyforehead

Thabo:"I'mgladtoseethatIwas

missed."



Me:"Youhavenoidea.Youstaying

fordinner?"

Thabo:"Ican'tPunkie,Ihavesome

matterstoattendto."Ipulledasad

face."Howaboutadate?Justme

andyoutomorrow?"Ismiled.

Me:"Soundsgreat."

Ase:"AndwhoamIgoingtobeleft

with?"

Me:"withyourbrother,obviously."



Ase:"No!Youcan'tleavemewiththis

boringhumanbeing."

Me&Sivuyile:"Excuseme?"

Me:"Myhusbandisnotboring,thank

youverymuch."

Sivuyile:"Tellherbaby."

Ase:"Ofcourseyouwillsaythat

becausehegivesyoudi-"



Sivuyile:"Asenathi!"Hewarned.

Ase:"Iwasgoingtosaydelicious

food!Eyybhutiyoulikejumpinginto

conclusionsneh?"Thabolaughed.

Sivuyile:"Youarestupid."

Thabo:"EyyPunkie,letmeleaveyou

guys."Iremovedmyarmsfromhis

waist."I'llseeyousoonneh?"I

nodded.Hekissedmegoodbyeand

bidfarewelltoAsenathiandSivuyile.



Ase:"Youaresuchababyyoh!"

Me:"ndiright!"Istuckoutmytongue

ather,sherolledhereyes.

Ase:"Youstilldon'twanttomakeme

somethingtoeat?"

Me:"Yep."Isaidwhileconcentrating

onmyphone

Ase:"Ithink2cowsshouldbebrought

backfromyourhome."



Me:"Justgomakeyourselfsome

foodandstopannoyingme."

Ase:"Mxm."Shestoodupand

left,Sivuyilewalkedinandcametosit

nexttome.Icouldfeelhiseyeson

me.

Me:"Youarestaring."

Sivuyile:"I'madmiring."Iblushedand

movedmyeyesfromthephoneto

him."Youaresobeautifulmfaz'wam

yeses!YouaretheLord'smaster

piece!I'mprettysuremanenvy



me,youaresodamnbeautiful!"My

cheekswereburning

Me:"Stop."

Sivuyile:"Umhlerhaa!"Ilaughedwhile

blushing."Ifitwasuptome,I

wouldn'tevenletyououtofmysight.

Yourbeautyisoutofthisworld.I'm

justhappythattheancestorsandthe

Lordblessedmewithsucha

beautifulkindandlovingsoul."Ihid

myfaceinhischest."Umhle(youare

beautiful)babywam."Hislipslanded

onmyhead.



Me:"Thankyou,Iguess."Hechuckled.

Sivuyile:"Youguess?"

Me:"stopitplease."Helaughed.

Sivuyile:"YoustillhaveyourshynessI

see.Ihardlyseethatsideofyou."

Me:"I'musedtoyounowphela."

Sivuyile:True.EyybeforeIforget,your



brothergottheresultstoday."

Me:"YeahIwaswithZintlewhenhe

gotthem."

"Whydidhegetthemalone?Wasn't

hesupposedtogetthemwithZintle?"

Shehadaplateoffood.

Me:"I'malsoconfused."

Sivuyile:"Welltheresultswere

deliveredtomysurgery,Ifetched

themandcalledthebothofthemto



informthemaboutthis.Zintle's

phonewasoff,Thaboansweredand

hecamebytothesurgeryonhisown.

Hepleadedwithmetolethimhave

theresults,Iagreedonthecondition

thatheopenstheminfrontofme."

Ase:"Sowereyoutherewhenhe

calledZintle?"

Sivuyile:"Yes,I'mtheonewhoeven

tookapictureofthoseresults."

Ase:"Youshouldhavetoldhimwhat

hewadoingwasinsensitive.Hecan't



tellsomeonethosekindofnewsover

thephone."

Me:"Haibo!ThelesscontactZintle

andThabohave,thebetter."

Ase:"Ohreallynow?"

Me:"Yes.Look,ifZintlegottheresults

togetherwithThaboshewouldhave

beendisappointedwhichwouldlead

tomybrothercomfortingher,which

mightleadtoZintletakingthat

gesturethewrongway.LastthingI

wanttoseeismyfriendhurtovermy



brother,she'sonthepathofmoving

onandgettingherlifetogethershe

doesn'tneedmybrotherasa

distructionfromthat."

Ase:"mmmh.Doyouhonestly

honestlybelievethatZintleisgoing

tostayawayfromThabo?"

Me:"Yes,Ihavefaithinher."

Ase:"Haywewilljusthavetowaitand

see."



Me:"Don'tdothatplease."

Ase:"What?Look,I'veseentheway

ZintleiswhenitcomestoThabo,she

hasrealgenuinefeelingsforhim

whichcomeacrossasbeing

obsessed,I'vetoldherthisbefore.It's

notgoingtobeeasyforhertolet

go,it'sasifZintleisaddictedtoyour

brotherandweallknowthatfighting

addictionisnotveryeasy."Isighed.

Me:"Iguessyouareright,butIjust

havehopethatshewillmoveon."



Ase:"Wenabhutihaveyouspokento

Thaboaboutthis?"

Sivuyile:"AboutZintle?Yes,butnotin

agoodlight."

Ase:"Sothatmeanshe'sreallyover

her?"

Sivuyile:"Icanconfidentlysayso."

Ase:"Iguesstherereallyisn'thopefor

thetwoofthem."ThankyouLord!

"Letmeeatmyfoodandstoptalking



aboutotherpeople'sbusiness."

Sivuyile:"Pleasegoandmakeme

somethingtoeatmntanasekhaya(my

sister)"Aselookedathimasshe

chewed."Hayyintoni?Phakama

uyokwenzelaubhut'wakho

ukutya(What?Standupandgomake

yourbrothersomethingtoeat)"

Ase:"Thesamebrotherwhohasa

wifewithhands."

Sivuyile:"Asenathiawufuni

ndikuthumendimdalakuwe?(You



don'twantmeinstructyouasyour

olderbrother?)"

Ase:"Yohkodwabhuti!"Shelooked

irritated,Sivuyilejustgaveherastare.

Sheputherplateonthetableand

stompedallthewaytothekitchen

likeanirritatedtoddler.Ilaughed.

Me:"Bigbrotherisabully."He

chuckled.

AfewminuteslaterAsenathicame

backwithasandwichforSivuyile.



Sivuyile:"Lunathiisalsohungry.

Andithibaby?(rightbaby)"Inodded.

Asenathilookedlikeshewantedto

explode,Iwaslaughingsilently.

Ase:"Kodwabhutiyouarenotbeing

fairrightnow."

Sivuyile:"Don'tbedisrespectful

Asenathi,ifIsendyoutogoanddo

somethingyoumustdoitwithout

complaining,I'molderthanyou

kaloku."Shelookedlikeshewas

abouttocry,oneyoumustknow



aboutAsenathiisthatsheloves

food,soyoumustneverdisturbher

whenshe'seatingorelseitwon'tbe

nice.

Me:"Sitdownandeatmyfriend,I'm

nothungry."Isaidasshewasabout

toleave.Shetookherplateandsat

downimmediatelyandstartedeating.

Sivuyile:"Uyakuthandaukutya

yeeer!(Youlovefood.)"Ilaughed.Ase

keptquietandfocusedonherfood.

Theycarriedoneatingtheirfoodand

IwatchedTV."Ha.hababy,yousaid



youarenothungry."HesaidasItook

abiteofhissandwich.

Me:"Iamnotvele,butthatdoesn't

meanIdon'twanttotasteyourfood."

Sivuyile:"woman."Hemumbled,I

giggled.

Theyfinishedeating,wesatdown

andwatchedTVtogether,notthatwe

wereconcentratingonitbecausewe

weretalking.Ihadmyfeetontopof

hislap,andIrestedmyupperbody

onthearmrestofthesofa.



Ase:"DoyouthinkLusandastayswith

bhuti?"

Sivuyile:"I'dliketothinkso."

Ase:"Great!"Ilookedather"What?"

Shehadasmirkonherface

Me:"Great?Whyisitgreat?"

Ase:"It'sgreatthatBhuti'sgirlfriend

stayswithhim,thatmeanshewon't

beonmycaseallthetime."Idon't



likethelookonherface.

Me:"Whatareyouplanning?"

Ase:"Who?Me?Whatmakesyou

thinkIamplanningsomething?"

Me:"Thelookonyourfacesaysitall."

Ase:"Wellyouareinterpretingit

wrongdear."

Me:"Mmmh!"Shegavemean

innocentsmile.



Sivuyile:"Ihopeyouarenotgoingto

causedramathere."

Ase:"Whatisdrama?Isitaperson?If

itiswhereisthatpersonfrom,Iwould

liketomeethercauseshesure

soundsinteresting."

Sivuyile:"babe,doyouknowanysite

whereyoucansellahumanbeing?"I

laughed

Me:"Itdoesn'texistmylove."



Sivuyile:"pity,Isurecouldusesome

extrabucksandsellingAsenathi

wouldcomeinhandy."

Ase:"Excuseme!"Ilaughed.

Sivuyile:"Youareexcused,veleIcould

usesometimealonewithmywife."

Ase:"YazibhutiI'velongnoticedthat

youdon'tloveme,it'sfineI'llmake

thingseasierforyouandleaveyou

withyourpreciouswife."



Sivuyile:"Mxmdon'tactlikeyouare

doingmeanyfavours,youareonly

leavingbecauseofthatphonethat

keepsonflickering.Goandtalkto

yourboyfriend,he'sbeencallingfora

whilenow."

Ase:"I'mnotleavingbecauseofthat."

Sivuyile:"mxm."

Ase:"Anyways,goodnightfamily."She

stoodupandranoutofthelounge,



soonweheardaloudslam!Sounded

likeabodyhittingthefloor

Sivuyile:"Tshotsho!(Servesyou

right!)"

Ase:"Nothinghappenedkenawe!"

Sheshoutedfromthestairs.

Sivuyile:"Shefell."Icouldn'thelpbut

laugh."Ithinkweshouldalsogoto

bed."

Me:"Notnow,there'samovieIwantto



watch."

Sivuyile:"Howaboutwegoandmake

ourownmovie."Hishandwentunder

mydressandmovedallthewayup.

Me:"Staap."Isaidwhileopeningmy

thighs,heplacedhishandonmy

coochie,thewayIwassittinggave

himagoodaccess.

Sivuyile:"It'sbeenawhile."It'sonly

beenafewdays."I'vemissedputting

myhandthere."Igaspedashe

gropedmypussy."Don'ttellmeyou



don'tmissthat."Inodded.Hemoved

thepantytothesideandstarted

massagingmypussywithhisthumb.

"Nkosazana!"Iquicklyclosedmylegs

withSivuyile'shandstillinbetween

mythighs.Mam'Luvowalkedin.

Mam'Luvo:"OhhIjustwantedtotell

youthatI'veputChulutobedinyour

room."Ohshit!Iforgotwewere

sleepingwithhertonightsincethe

twowomanwereleavingfirstthingin

themorningtomorrow.



Me:"Alright,thankyoumah."She

nodded."Andhaveasafejourney

tomorrow,I'mprettysureyouare

goingtoleavebeforeIevenwakeup."

Mam'Luvo:"Thankyousana'lwam."

Shebowedbeforeleavingus.

Sivuyile:"That'swasclose!"

Me:"Tellmeaboutit,doyouthinkshe

noticedsomething?"

Sivuyile:"Idon'tthinkso.Yourdressis



toolong."Ihopeso.Helookedatme

andsmiled."HaveItoldyouhow

amazingyouare?"

Me:"What'swrongwithyoutoday?

Areyoudying?"Hechuckled.

Sivuyile:"SoIcan'tcomplementmy

wifenjeoutoftheblue?"

Me:"Somanycomplimentsonone

day,youarescaringme."Helaughed

Sivuyile:"Youaresuchablackperson



mylove.Anyway,youareamazing.I

lovethewayyoutreatomama,you

don'ttreatthemliketheirareyour

helpers,yourespectthemlikeyour

mothersandthatisanamazingthing.

Youaretrulyablessingandthemost

perfectchosenone."Icamecloserto

himandgavehimakiss.

Me:"Nowlet'sgojoinourdaughterin

theroom."

Sivuyile:"Can'twehaveaquickie

beforewegothere,Ziziisawakemy

love."IgiggledasIranmyhandon



hisbulge.Helaunchedatmeand

gavemeaFrenchkiss,andbeforeI

knewitwewerehavingaquickieon

thecouchinthelounge.

○

Iwaswokenupbysomeoneplaying

withmynose,itwasnoneotherthan

thepreciousdaughter.Thenerveof

thislittlegirl,she'savisitorinthis

roombutshehasthegutstowake

meupinmyownroom.

Me:"Youlikepullingmommy'snose



don'tyou?"

Chulu:"mama!Mama!"Shesmiledin

excitement,Icouldn'thelpbutsmile

too.

Me:"Morningcutebaby."Isatup

straightbeforetakinghere."Lookat

thatcutelittlesmile.Mommy'sbig

girl."Hersmileisjustgorgeous."You

abiggirl,aren'tyou?"Itickledher,she

letoutacutelaugh"Yesyouare."She

laughevenmoreasItickledher.

Sivuyilewalkedinwhilewewerestill

inthemiddleofour'ticklingsession'



hestoppedandwatcheduswitha

smileonhisface."Okaylet'sstop,

yourdaddyisstaring."

Chulu:"Dada!"

Sivuyile:"Dadaisherebaby."He

joinedusonthebed."Iseethelittle

misswokeyouup."

Me:"Idon'tknowwhotoldherthat

whenshe'sawakeshemustwakeup

everyonethat'saroundher."



Sivuyile:"Shejustmissedhermommy.

Didn'tyoumylove?"

Chulu:"oww."Ilaughed

Sivuyile:"Whatisshesayingnow?"

Me:"Probablytryingtosaymylove."

Sivuyile:"Thischildisforwardmarn

yeer."Ilaughed.

Me:"ProbablytakesafterAsenat-.."



Sivuyile:"Nooooooo!"Ilaughedeven

more."OhLordshecan'tdothatme.

Wecan'taffordtohaveanother

Asenathiinthefamily."

Me:"I'mkidding!"

Sivuyile:"Ihopeshedoesn'ttakeafter

herforreal."

Me:"Shemight!"

Sivuyile:"ah.ahnana,don'tsaythat



please."Ilaughed."Ican'traisea

Asenathi."

Me:"Ifit'syourdaughteryouwon't

haveachoice."

Sivuyile:"Stopsayingthat,Idon'twant

acrazydaughter."Ilaughed."I'mjust

gladthathertalkingisnotasslowas

herphysicalmovements."

Me:"Apparentlyyouwerealsolike

thatasatoddler,ubuxoxauhleli

phantsi(youusedtotalkwhilesitting

down)."



Sivuyile:"Ohwow,likefatherlike

daughterIguess."

Wetalkedforafewminutes,theni

hadtobathChulubeforegoing

downstairstohavesomebreakfast.

Asenathiwasalreadyawakeand

sittinginthelounge.

Me:"Morning."

Ase:"Heyguys."

Me:"Ohmy,didyoucleanthehouse?



Itsmellsfreshinhere."

Ase:"Theloungeandafewrooms.

Thishouseistoobig,Iwasalready

tiredbeforeIcouldevenfinishit."

Sivuyile:"Atleastyoutriedwena

mntase."

Me:"WhendidMam'Luvoand

Manxeleleave?"

Sivuyile:"It'sbeenhoursnow,Itook

themtothebusstation."



Me:"Ohokay."

Sivuyile:"anywaybabe,I'mgoingto

seeThembaandhismomandI'm

takingChuluwithme,couldyou

pleasegetherreadyforme?"

Me:"surenoproblem."

Ase:"CanIdoit?"Webothlookedat

herinshock."What?"

Sivuyile:"Whatiswrongwithyou



today?"

Ase:"Hayyouguysneedhelp.WhenI

don'thelparoundthehouseyou

complain,andwhenIdoyoustill

complain?Youarenotseriousyazi."

Me:"Wearejustshocked,you'venever

offeredtogetChuluready."

Ase:"andnowIam."Inodded."Now

givehertoaunty."Shesaidaswalked

towardsme.IhandedoverChuluto

her"bythetimeIamdonewith

her,shewillbelookingfabulous."



Sivuyile:"Pleasedobareinmindthat

ourdaughterisnotadoll."

Ase:"Chillbhuti!"Sheleftthelounge.

Sivuyile:"Thatwassurprising."

Me:"Tellmeaboutit."

○

SivuyileandChuluhavebeengone



forahoursnow,Itookandanap

afterAsenathidecidedtoditchme

andgooutwithwhoevershewas

goingoutwith,maybeshehasanew

boyfriend,butit'stoosoon.Iwas

basicallyhomealone,soIhadno

choicebuttosleepsinceIwasbored.

Itookoutmyphoneanddecidedto

callBontle,Ihaven'tspokentoherin

awhile.

Me:"Ausi!"

Bontle:"Heybaby."



Me:"wenaong'lahlileshame(youhave

abondendedme."

Bontle:"Iwouldneverdothat,youalso

knowit."

Me:"I'mkidding.Areyougood?I

haven'tseenyouinawhileandyou

don'tsoundwell."Shereallydidn't

soundlikethebubblyBontle

Bontle:"EyyI'mfinesis,nothingIcan't

handle."



Me:"What'sgoingon?"Shesighed

Bontle:"Lizwi'sauntsdecidedtoshow

uphereatourplace."

Me:"What?Aftersomanyyears."

Bontle:"Iknowright."

Me:"I'mprettysureabut'Lizwiis

ecstatic."

Bontle:"Hewas,untilhefoundoutthe

realreasontheyarehere."



Me:"andWhatisthatreason?"She

keptquietforawhile."Ausi?"

Bontle:"agrandchild,somethingIcan't

givethem."Myheartsank.

Me:"OhmyGod,Ithoughttheyknew

aboutyourcondition."

Bontle:"Theydo,Idon'tknowwhat

theyaretryingtoachievewiththis

unnecessarymesstheyarecausing

rightnow.Ioverheardthemtalking



aboutgettingLizwiasecondwife,I

don'tevenknowwhattodo."

Me:"Whatishesayingaboutthis?"

Bontle:"He'sobviouslymadaboutit."

Mysisterwasnotokay.

Me:"They'rebeingselfishnow.Abuti

toldthemnottoexpectanychildren

inthisunionandtheypretendto

agreewiththat,nowtheyarecoming

withthisbullshit!Whodotheythink

theyare?!"Iwasreallymad.



Bontle:"EyyTumi,Idon'tevenhave

theenergytofightthem.Whenit

comestothechildrentopicyouknow

howIfeel,andthembeinghereisjust

likeaddingsalttoanopenwound."

Myheartbrokeevenmore.

Me:"NoBontle,youneedtokickthem

outofyourhouse."

Bontle:"Ican'tBoitumelo,thatwould

bedisrespectful."



Me:"Theyarealsodisrespectingyou

inyourownhouse!"

Bontle:"I-..."IheardLizwicallingher

inthebackground."Ihavetogo

Punkie."

Me:"Okaywewillt-..."tututu,shehung

up.I'veneverheardmysister

speakingwithsuchhurt,itbrokemy

hearttothecore.Onethingthat

Bontlehasalwayswantedistohave

herownkids,itbrokeherfindingout

thatshecannothavebabiesbothhim

andLizwi,butshemovedonfrom



thayandshefocusedonthepositive

sideoflife.Nowthoseoldhagsare

heretoopenupoldwoundsagain!

It'sreallyreallysad,IhopeLizwiwill

standbyhernomatterwhathappens.

"Heyy,areyouokay?"Iwasdeepin

mythoughtsthatIdidn'tevennotice

himentering.Iquicklywipedatear

thatwasalmostfalling.

Me:"I'mfine."Isaidafterclearingmy

throat.

Sivuyile:"Noyouarenot.Talktome."



Hecametositnexttomeand

broughtmeclosertohischest.

Me:"I'mjustthinkingaboutmy

parents,nothingmuch."Ihadtolie,I

can'tputoutmysister'sbusinesson

blastlikethat,evenifit'stomy

husband.Thismatterisjusttoo

sensitive.

Sivuyile:"Iknowyouarelying,butit's

fine.Wewilltalkaboutthiswhenyou

areready."Imovedfromhischest

Me:"WhereisChulu?"



Sivuyile:"OhhIleftherwithThemba's

mom,Isentyouamessage."

Me:"Ijustwokeup."Henodded."Is

shesleepingoverthere?"

Sivuyile:"Yep,whilemeandyougoout

tohavesomefun."

Me:"Out?I'mnotreallyinthemood

babe."

Sivuyile:"Ohhcomeon,wehaven't



beenoutinalongtimelove."MaybeI

shouldgoout,justtotakemymindof

myworryaboutmysister.

Me:"Okayfine,wewillgoout."

Sivuyile:"LetmegoandtellAse."Oh

she'sback?Hegotupfromthebed

andlefttheroom.

•

•

•

•

•
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Ihopeyouareenjoyingyourfestive

season.Remembertoalwaysbesafe.

Muchlove
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YouknowwhenSivuyilesaid'let'sgo

outtonight'Ithoughthewastalking

aboutgoingtoarestauranttohave



somenicedinner,butnothebrother

wastalkingaboutaclub.Asenathi's

excitementwasonanotherlevel,she

didnotevenwaittobetoldtwice

beforepickingoutanoutfitforthe

night.

Ase:"Ican'twaittogetdrunkuntilI

can'tremembermynametonight."I

laughed.

Sivuyile:"Haike!Yourdrinksaregoing

tobemonitored."Ilaughed

Ase:"Hahbhuti!It'sDecemberallow



ustohavefunplease!"

Sivuyile:"Decemberisjustanordinary

month,there'snothingspecialabout

it."

Ase:"itsJesus'birthdaymonth,what

doyoumeanthere'snothingspecial

aboutit?"

Sivuyile:"anddrinkingisasin."

Ase:"Jesusturnedwaterintowine

bhuti,whichmeansbraGapprovesof



alcohol."Sivuyilejustshookhishead.

"Sowhenareweleavingforthe

Club?"

Sivuyile:"Soon!"

Ase:"Howsoonissoonbhuti?Ineed

togetreadykaloku."

Sivuyile:"Youguysshouldactuallygo

getreadyrightnow,Idon'twantto

waittonight."Ilaughed.

Me:"Youneedtoattendpatience



classes."

Ase:"Don'tworryI'llwillteachhim,ata

feeofcourse."Ilaughed.

Sivuyile:"Asifthoseclassesexist."

Ase:"I'veopenedthemup."

Sivuyile:"Shutupandgogetready!"

Me:"Justsoyouknow,Iamgoingto

wearsomethingshorttonight."He

gavemeanunimpressedlook."I'm



justinformingyou."

Ase:"Loosenupbhuti,youaregoingto

bearoundherallthetime.Lether

be."

Me:"Exactly!"

Sivuyile:"Fine!ButIwon'tletyouout

ofmysight."

Ase:"Youaresodramatic."Sherolled

hereyes.



Wewentontoourroomstogetready

forthenight,Iwasreallyexcited

abouttonight,Ihaven'tbeeninclubin

ages!Andtotopitalloff,Iwillbewith

mydarlinghusband,I'veneverwentto

aclubwithhim.Iwon'tlieIdomiss

Chulu,Iwantedtocallandcheckup

onherbutI'mnotreallyusedto

Themba'smother,soIdon'twantto

comeacrossasifIdon'ttrusther

withmychildorsomething.

Myfacewasdone!Timetochoose

anoutfit,wellIalreadyhadanoutfitin

mind,sotherewasn'tmuchstruggle.I

woremywhitebacklessdressthat

hadtasselsontheentiredress,I



paireditwithmyGoldstilettos,I

wantedtowearmysneakersbutthey

wouldn'tgowellwiththedressIam

wearing,plusI'mprettysureAsenathi

wouldforcemetotakethemoffand

wearheels,soIsavedmyselfsome

trouble.Ilookedsexywithmybob

weavefinishingoffthelook.Iwent

downstairstojoinmyhusbandwho

wasalreadydressed,heactually

changedwhileIwasstilldoingmy

face.

Me:"Alldonebaby!"Thelookonhis

facewasenoughformetogive

myselfaninvisiblepatonthe



shoulder.Hetookasipofhiswhisky

Sivuyile:"Ithinkweshouldstayin."I

laughedwhilethrowingmyhead.

Me:"Don'tbesillyplease."

Sivuyile:"Baby,haveyouseenhow

sexyyoulook?"

Me:"Themirrorneverlies."

Sivuyile:"Youlookabsolutelyhot!I

couldeatyouuprightnow!"Ilaughed.



Me:"Stopit!"

Sivuyile:"I'mdefinitelynottakingmy

eyesoffyoutonight."

Me:"Where'syoursister?"

Sivuyile:"She'sstillupthere,andI

alreadytoldherthatweareleavingat

8whethershe'sdoneornot."

Me:"justafewminutesleft."He

lookedatme"What?"



Sivuyile:"Areyousureyouwanttogo

totheclubwearinglikethat?"

Me:"Yes."Hesmiledalittle.

Sivuyile:"I'mgoingtofindithardto

concentrateonanythingtonight."He

bithislowerlip,Iblushed.

Wespentthelastfewminutes

kissingandtouching,Asenathiwalked

inonuskissing.



Ase:"getaroomplease!"

Sivuyile:"Inourhouse?"Sherolledher

eyes."I'mgladtoseethatyoucanbe

punctualsometimes."

Ase:"wereyougoingtoleaveme

behindifIwaslate?"

Sivuyile:"Yes."

Ase:"ButbhutiifitwasLunathiyou

wouldhavewaitedforher."



Sivuyile:"She'smywifekaloku."

Ase:"andwhatamI?"

Sivuyile:"JustsomeoneIknow."I

laughed.

Ase:"Hahbhuti!Youarehurtingmy

feelingsyouknow?"

Sivuyile:"ndiyadlalawena

nomdade(I'mjokingmysister.)Wena

youaremybestofthebestsister."

Shesmiled.



Ase:"I'monthehighestrankof

sistersright?"

Sivuyile:"Youknowit!"

Ase:"Good!"ThesetwomyGod!

Me:"Canwegoplease."

Sivuyiledownedthelastbitof

whiskeyhehadinaglass,hetookthe

carkeysandweleftthehouse.We

gotintothecaranddroveofftothe

club.



WhenwegotthereSivuyile'sfriends

werealreadyseatedonVIPbooth,

theyallhadgirlsontheirlaps,well

Thembawasnothereasyet.Assoon

aswegottothem,Lungani

immediatelymovedthegirlfromhis

lap.

Girl:"Ouch!"

Sivuyile:"Gents!"Hegreetedthem

givingafistbumptoeachand

everyoneofthem,exceptthegirlsof

course.Wealsogreetedbefore



sittingdownonthecouch.

Lungani:"Ididn'tknowAsenathiwas

goingtojoinus."

Ase:"Yintoni?Areyoumarkinga

registerofpeoplethatcometoa

club?"Theguyslaughed.

Lungani:"No...uhIwasjustsaying."

Sivuyile:"Where'sThemba?"

Ayanda:"Heshouldbehe-....ahh



speakofthedevilandheshall

appear."

Themba:"IhopeI'mnotthedevil."He

greetedeveryone."Andthen?"He

waslookingatthegirlsontheboys'

lap.

Nkazi:"Longstoryndoda."

Sivuyile:"Ithoughtweweremeeting

yournewchicktoday."

Themba:"EyyIwastoobusywith



momandChuluIlosttrackoftime,so

shecancelled,onsomeshecan't

leavethehouseafter8shit."The

guyslaughed.

Lungani:"Wait!Howoldisyourgirl

kanti?"

Themba:"Ayygents,Ihaven'teven

hadaproperdrinkandyouguysare

alreadybombardingmewith

questions.CanIhaveadrinkfirst!"

Ase:"Ialsohaven'tbeenoffered

anythingtodrinkwenaThemba.



Thesepeopledon'thavemanners."

Lungani:"Whatwouldyouliketodrink

babe?"HewaslookingatAse

Ase:"Haysisi,nantsiindodayakho

imka(Yourmanisleaving).Hejust

calledmebabe."Welaughedexcept

forthegirls.

Themba:"Mbambeni!Mbambeni

fast!(Grabhimgrabhim!)"We

laughedagain



Ase:"Andmakabanjwe,nzomthatha

mna(andheshouldbegrabbedcause

Iwilltakehim)"

Lungani:"Iwouldn'tmindyazi."

Girl:"Excuseme?"

Sivuyile:"Whatdoyouwanttodrink?"

Hewhisperedinmyear

Me:"Ginandpinktonicplease."

Sivuyile:"DoyouknowwhatIwantto



drink?"

Me:"What?"

Sivuyile:"Yournaturaljuices."Iwas

flushed.

Me:"Later."Iwhisperedback

Ayanda:"Excusemelovebirds!We

areallhavingaconversationhere,all

ofus."Sivuyilekissedmycheek

beforehemixedmeadrink.



Sivuyile:"Whatwereyouguys

saying?"Hegavememydrink,Itook

asipandsmiledinsatisfaction.Il0ve

myginwithpinktonic.

Themba:"Theladieswereaboutto

introducethemselves."

Ase:"Dowereallycarethatmuchto

knowtheirnames?"Hereyeswere

fixatedonLungani.Theguys

laughed,I'mconvincedthatthese

guysaregoingtolaughateverything

Asesays.



Themba:"No,butIjustwanttoknow.I

don'twanttofindmyselfcalling

themwithsomethingthatIseeon

them."

Ase:"Forinstancecallingher

'nompumlwana'becauseofhernose,

yeahIgetyou."Shepointedatthe

ladysittingnexttoLungani.

Girl:"What'swrongwithmynose?"

Ase:"Nothing,nothingatall,it'sjust

breathtaking.Literally."Theguys

weredeadwithlaughter,Icouldn't



helpbutjoinin.

Ayanda:"Sivuyilekhuzaumntanakini

tuu(Sivuyilereprimandyour

sister,please)."Hesaidwhile

laughing.Sivuyilejustshruggedhis

shoulders.

Girl:"Ohthankyou."Shedidn'tgetthe

joke.Welaughedevenmoreasshe

gaveusaconfusedlook.

Themba:"Hayguys,wheredidyouget

thesegirls?"



Lungani:"Itdoesn'tmatter.Cabwe

justdrinkandbemerryplease!"

Ase:"Youdon'thavetotellmetwice."

Shetookashotanddownedit.Weall

starteddrinking,themorewedrank

thelouderwegot.Thealcoholwas

kickinginthesystem.Asenathipulled

metothedancefloor,wejoinedother

peopleanddanced.Iwasenjoying

myselfwaytomuch.Aswewere

dancingIfelthandssnakingaround

mywaist,Iwasabouttoturnwhen

Sivuyilewhispered'relax'inmyear.



Wedancedtogether,Iwasdefinitely

on'Boitymode'Iwastwerkingand

grindingonhim,wedancedvery

intimately.Wedanceduntilwe

couldn'tanymore.Ipulledhimback

tothebooth,Isatonhislap.

Sivuyile:"Pleasepassmemybeer."

Hisvoicewasdifferent.Igrabbedhis

beerandabottleofwaterforme.

"Thanks."HesaidasIhandeditto

him.

Ayanda:"Urightntwana?"



Sivuyile:"Uhm,yeahsure."Theguys

laughed,Iwastotallymissingthe

joke."Babydon'tyouwanttostep

outsideforawhile?"Hewastalking

closetomyear.Istoodupandgave

himmyhand,hegotupbeforetaking

itandwedisappearedthroughthe

crowd.

Hislipslandedonmetheminutewe

gotoutside,wesharedanintensekiss.

"Shit!Baby,Iwantyou."Iwantedhim

too,but...

Me:"Now?Babewearenotev-..."He

shutmymouthupwithakiss."Wow!"



Iexclaimedashemademetouchhis

harddick,Icouldn'thelpbutsqueeze

it.

Sivuyile:"Don'tdothat,damn!"He

grabbedmyhandandpulledmeto

thecar.Heunlockedandwegotin

thebackseat.Hewastednotime,he

wasalreadykissingmewhile

caressingmybody.Wewastedno

timewithforeplay,wejustjumped

straightintobusiness.Thecarwas

filledwithourgroans,Iwasn'teven

worriedaboutpeoplewhowere

passingthrough,thepleasurewastoo

much.Bythetimeweweredonethe



carwasfilledwithadifferentscent

andthewindowsweresweaty.

Me:"Wow!Thatwasfun."Isaid

breathlessly.Hegrabbedahandfull

oftissueandwipedmecleanbefore

wipinghisdick.

Sivuyile:"Ithinkweshouldjustdrive

backhomeandfinishup."Ialsostill

yearnedformoreofhim.

Me:"Wecan'tleaveAsebehind."



Sivuyile:"Damn!Iforgotabouther.I

don'twanttogobackinside,Ijust

wanttositherewithyou."Ismiled.

Me:"Wecabheretohavefunand

that'sexactlywhatwearegoingto

have,let'sgoback."Hesighed

Sivuyile:"Fine!Butweneedtogetrid

ofthissmell."Igiggled.Weopened

thedoorsjusttogetsomefreshairin.

Afterafewminuteswewentback

insidetojointheothers.



Nkazi:"Sivuyilemyman,whydoyou

looksodifferent?Whatwereyou

guysdoingoutside?"OhGod.

Sivuyile:"Hayshutupwenaandfocus

onthechickenonyourlap."Theguys

laughed.Ididn'tfeellikedrinkingany

more,soIoptedfordrinkingwater.

SurprisinglySivuyilewasalso

drinkingwater.Wedancedsome

moreandhadanepictime.

Wedrovebackhomearound3

o'clockinthemorning,Asenathiwas

papdrunk,sheevencriedforLungani



sayingshewantstogohomewith

him,itwassofunnytowatch.

Wewentstraightintoourrooms

whenwearrived.Thepaininmyfeet

isprovethatIhadsomuchfun

tonight,thoughIdoregretwearing

stilettosthewholenight.

Ithrewtheshoesthatwereinmy

handonthefloor,Itookoffmydress

andgotintobed.

Sivuyilecamebackfromthe

bathroomandjoinedmeinbed.

Sivuyile:"Tonightwasawesome."



Me:"Youcansaythatagain."

Sivuyile:"Whoknewthatyoucanget

downlikethat."Iletoutachuckle

Me:"Ihavealotofhiddentalent

mister."

Sivuyile:"Whydon'tweputsomeof

thathiddentalentingooduse."He

removedthecoversfromme"and

lookatthat,she'scompletelynaked.

AreyoutryingtotempmeMrs



Dlamini?"

Me:"Onlytheweakgettemptedby

thisMrDlamini."Hegotontopofme

Sivuyile:"IguessIamoneoftheweak

then."Igiggledashelaunchedhis

lipsonmyneck,hesuckonitleaving

amarkthere.Hislipscamein

contactwithmine,hemaneuvered

histongueinsidemymouth,our

tongueswereinsyncaswekissed

passionately.Hisonehandwas

squeezingonmybreast,sendinga

sensationdownthere.



Ifelthishandonmythigh,hishand

wasmovingbetweenmythighs,all

thewayuptomypussy.Hisfingers

movedfrommyclittothefoldsofmy

pussy.Hepulledonmypussylips,

movingthemtothesideasheused

hismiddlefingertorubaroundthe

openingtomypussy,dippinghis

fingerinonlyasfarashisfingernail.

Sivuyile:"Youlikethat?"Inoddedwith

myeyesclosed"You’resowet,”he

saidwithasmileinhisvoice.

Iletoutalittlemoanashepushed



hisfingerfurtherintome.

Sivuyile:“Tellmeyoulikeit,”hesaid,

usinghisthumbtorublightlyonmy

clit.

Me:“I…Idolikeit,”Ianswered.

Ifelthishandabruptlymoveaway

andcomedownhardwithasmack

onmysensitivepussy.Iscreamedin

pleasure.Heopenedmylegsandgot

inbetweenthem,IfeltZiziknocking

attheentranceofmypussy,Ididn't

evennoticethathewasalsonaked,I



wasjustreadytowelcomehim.He

rubbedmyfoldsandmyclitwithhis

tip,herubbedevenfasterwhichdrove

meinsane.Iwantedhiminsideme

immediately.

Me:"Iwantyounowbaby!"

Sivuyile:"Youwantit?"Inodded."Tell

mehowmuchyouwantmetofuck

you."OhGodIamsoturnedonright

now.

Me:"Iwantyoutofuckme."



Sivuyile:"How?"Hewasstillrubbing

myclitwithhisrockharddick

Me:"FuckmeuntilIcan'tfeelmy

legs!"

Sivuyile:"Yourwishismycommand."

Heslowlyenteredhisdickintomy

paradise,Imoanedashestarted

movinginasteadypace....Soonhe

wasonbeastmode,andIwas

screaminginpleasure.



○

Iwassleepinginthecomfortof

Sivuyile'schest,whenmyphone

decidedtoringanddisturbmy

peacefulsleep.Itookitandcheck

thecallerid,itwasanunsaved

numberIputthephoneonsilentand

wentbacktomysleepingplace.

"Whowasit?"Andhisawake.

Me:"Idon'tknow,itwasanunsaved

number."



Sivuyile:"mmmh."Hekissedmy

forehead."Howareyoufeelingthis

morning?"

Me:"I'mtired,Ican'tfeelmylegs."

Sivuyile:"I'mgladIcoulddeliver."I

couldhearthesatisfactiononhis

voice.Wehadcountlessroundsat

theweehoursofthemorning,you

wouldswearweweremakingupfor

thetimewewerenothavingsex.I've

neverbeenpleasuredlikethatbefore,

seeSivuyile'ssexgameisonpoint



butearlythismorning,itwasjuston

anotherlevel.Iftheroomswerenot

soundproofI'mprettysureAsenathi

wouldhaveheardmyscreams,Iwas

reallyreallyloud.

Me:"Idon'tthinkIcan'tgetupfrom

thisbed."Hechuckled.

Sivuyile:"Youhavetoo,Themba's

mominvitedusforSundaylunchplus

wehavetogofetchChulu."Dowe

havetogo?

Me:"Sheinvitedus?Asinmeand



you?"

Sivuyile:"Yep.She'sbeendyingto

officiallymeetyou."

Me:"Ohwow,that'sniceofher."

Sivuyile:"Yeah,sowehavetoget

readyandleave.Thembahasleftme

3messagesalready."

Me:"Wedidn'tevengetmuchsleep."

Sivuyile:"wewillsleepwhenweget



back."

Me:"withyourdaughteraround?

Forget!"

Sivuyile:"Sheissuchanuisance

thesedaysneh?"

Me:"Hey!"Ihithischest,helaughed.

"Don'tsaythataboutmydaughter."

Sivuyile:"I'mkidding."

Me:"Butsheisanuisanceshame."



Webothlaughed."Likefatherlike

daughter."

Sivuyile:"Excuseme?"Ilaughed.

Me:"ButIloveyouboth,withyour

nuisancebehaviours."

Wewerenowreadytoleaveandgo

toThemba'shouse,Asenathidecided

toinviteherselfalong.

Sivuyile:"Asenathimarn!"



"I'mcominggeez!"Sheshoutedfrom

upthestairs

Sivuyile:"Firstsheinvitesherself,and

nowshe'smakinguslate."Asenathi

camedownthestairsrushing.

Ase:"I'msorrykalokubhuti."

Sivuyile:"Mxm."Hewalkedtowards

thedoor,wehadnochoicebutto

followbehindhim.Asheopenedthe

door,therewasSiphostandingin

frontofit,helookedlikehewasabout

toopenittoo."Awwmkhuluwa(big



brother)"theygreetedeachotherin

theirownway.

Sipho:"Canwecomein."

Ase:"thelittleshedevilishere."She

whisperedtome.

Sivuyile:"Weareactuallyonourway

outbhuti.Canwedothislater."

"Please,wewon'ttakeupmuchof

yourtime."Ohshe'sreallyhere.



Ase:"Itoldyou."

Lusanda:"Ijustwanttosayafew

things,please."Sivuyilesighedand

lookedatme,Iwascuriousasto

whatshewantstosayus,soInodded.

Hemovedawayfromthedoorandlet

themin.Lusandahadacakeinher

hand.

Ase:"Iwonderwho'sbirthdayisit."

Shewasstillwhisperingtome.

Lusanda:"Canwepleasegoandsit

down."



Sivuyile:"sisiweh,wearerunninglate

thina."

Me:"Babe,I'msurewecansparea

fewminutes,akere?"Hesighed

Sivuyile:"Fine!"Heledthewaytothe

lounge."Whatdoyouwanttosay?"

Lusanda:"uhuhm....Ijustwantto

apologisetothebothofyou,I

shouldn'thavespokentoyoutheway

Idid.I-..."Anotherapology,myGod.



Thisonedidn'tevenseemsincere,I

actuallydon'tevencareabouther

Stupidapology,Idon'twanther

anywherenearmyhouse."Lunathi."

Everyonewaslookingatme,Ididnt

evenhearwhatshewassayingI

completelyzonedout.

Me:"Yes."Shesmiled.

Lusanda:"Thankyou."

Sivuyile:"Wealsohavesomethingto

say,Idon'tmeanthisinabadway

butIwouldlikeforyouLusandato



stopcomingtoourhousefromnow

onwards."

Sipho:"What?Why?"

Lusanda:"Itsokaybabe."Sheheld

Sipho'shand."Iunderstand

Sivuyile,andIrespectyourdecision."

Sivuyile:"Good!Nowthatallussorted

out,cabyoupleaseexcuseus,we

havesomewheretobe."

Sipho:"Wait!Istilldon'tgetwhyshe



doesn'thavetocomehereanymore."

Sivuyile:"Youdon'thavetogetit

brother,it'smydecision."

Sipho:"ifshe'snolongerwelcome

herethatmeansI'malsonot

welcomeherethen."

Sivuyile:"Dowhateversuitsyou

mkhuluwa."Ohwow!Iwassoproud

ofmyman,foroncehestoodupto

hisbrother."Canwegoplease."He

waslookingatmeandAsenathi



Lusanda:"CanIatleastgoandput

thiscakeinthefridge,it'smypeace

offering."

Sivuyile:"Hurryup."

Me:"WhatwasIyesingto?"I

whisperedtoAsenathi,shelaughed.

Ase:"Youjustsaidyeswithouteven

hearinganything?"

Me:"Izonedoutwhileshewas



talking."Shelaughedsomemore.

Ase:"Whatifshewasaskingtoshare

yourhusbandwithyou?"Irolledmy

eyes."I'mkidding.Shewasjust

askingifyouacceptherapologyor

not."

Me:"mxm,ka-.."Iwasinterruptedbya

loudscreamcomingfromthekitchen.

Welookedateachotherbefore

rushingtothekitchen.Weweremet

byadisturbingsight,Lusandawas

flatonthefloor,movingherhands

aroundheronthefloor.Itlookedlike



shehadgonecrazy.Asenathiletout

aloudlaughter.

Lusanda:"Whoisthere?"

Sipho:"babe,areyouokay?"He

crouchednexttoher.

Lusanda:"Ican'tseeSipho!!"

Us:"What?!"

Sipho:"Whatdoyoumeanyoucan't

see?"



Lusanda:"Iamblinddammit!!"That

explainswhyshewasfiddlingwith

thefloor.

Sipho:"Nonono!Baby,areyousure

aboutthis?"

Lusanda:"Yes!Ican'tsee,Ican'tsee

anything."Shesobbed."OhmyGod!

Whatisgoingon?!."Wewereall

shocked.Sheletoutanotherloud

scream.



Asenathi:"Haibosisi!"

Sipho:"Brohyouhavetohelpme."

Sivuyile:"What?How?I'mnotan

optometristdude!"

Sipho:"Comeon."

Sivuyile:"Ican'thelpyou."

Ase:"Bethunaaren'twelateforthe

lunchna?"



Sivuyile:"Infactweare."

Ase:"Thenlet'sgo,usisiwillbefine

wethu."Shewalkedtowardsthedoor.

"Areyouguyscomingorwhat?"

Sivuyile:"Rightbehindyousis."

Sipho:"areyouserious?!Mygirlfriend

isblindandallyouguyscareaboutis

yourstupidlunch?!"

Ase:"Haybhuti,wehadplansbefore



youguyscamehere.Wecan'tchange

themnowbecauseyourgirlfriend

suddenlywent'blind'."

Sipho:"Youthinkshe'sfakingthis?"

Asenathishruggedhershoulders."I

can'tbelieveyou!Youknowwhat?I

don'twantyouinmyhouseanymore!

Youarevilechild,nowonderyourown

siblingsdon'tloveyou!Ubolilemarn

yeses!"

Sivuyile:"Don'tyoudaretalktoherlike

that!"



Sipho:"Masambebaby."Hehelped

hisgirlfriendstandup.

Ase:"Youaresayingallthosethings

becauseofthisevilgirlfriendofyours?

OhwowbhutiandhereIwasthinking

youlovedme,butit'sfineifyouare

choosingthathoeov-..."Thwaaa!A

slaplandedonhercheek.Sivuyile

quicklyreleasedapunchonhisjaw.

Afightbrokeoutbetweenthetwoof

them,fistswereflyingallover.

Me:"STOPIT!!!"Sivuyilepushedhim

offhim.



Sivuyile:"Allthisbecauseofagirl?!!

Youareweak!I'mevenashamedto

callyoumybrother."Hespitonthe

floorinfrontofhim."Getthehellout

ofmyhouse!Now!!"Siphotool

Lusanda'shandandledherout

Ase:"Uzozisolabhuti(youaregoingto

regretthisbrother.)!"Sheshouted

Me:"Whatthehelljusthappened?"I

saidinashockedtone.



Sivuyile:"Nxah!"Hewasfuming."Lets

go!"Wearestillgoingtothelunch?

Me:"Baby,youstillwanttogo?"

Sivuyile:"Yes."Hewalkedoutthedoor.

Me:"Areyouokay?"Shesmiled.

Ase:"I'mfine."

Me:"Areyousu-..."piiiip!'Thatwasa

carhoot.



Ase:"Let'sgobeforehecomesand

fetchus."Werushedoutthekitchen

andoutthefrontdoorwewent.I

lockedthedoor,thenwegotinthecar

anddroveoff.

Theridewastooquiet,I'mguessing

theywerealsostillbattleqiththeir

thoughtsaboutthefight.Iforone

cannotbelivethatbithappened,I

can'tbelievethatSiphoslapped

Asenathiandsaidallthosemean

thingstoher,heevenfoughtwith

Sivuyileallbecauseofthatgirl,well

thatwoman!Thatwasdefinitelythe

biggestfighttheyhaveeveryhad,I



wonderhowtheyaregoingtocome

backfromthatone,*sigh*.AllIneed

rightnow,isjusttoseemydaughter,I

desperatelyneedoneofherwarm

hugsrightnow.Thisisafuckedup

situation!
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Wedidnotreallyspendalotoftime

atThemba'shome,Sivuyilewasnot

okaysowehadtocutthelatelunch

short.Ihadagreattime



though,Themba'smomisa

sweetheartanditturnsoutsheused

toworkwithmymom.I'mjustglad

thatshedidn'tbringherupalotinour

conversation,otherwisethelunch

wouldhavebeenruined.

Ourdrivebackhomewasassilentas

theonewetooktoThemba's

mom,onlyChuluwasmakingnoise

withhertoyandmypoorbabywas

talkingalone,it'sonlyamatteroftime

beforeshecriesbecausenooneis

payingattentiontoher,andmybaby

lovesattention.Luckilywearrived

homewithouthercrying,Ibuckled

herfromherseatandfollowed



Asenathiintothehouse.Sivuyile

followedshortlyandjoinedusinthe

lounge.

Me:"Areyouguysokay?"WhatamI

asking,Imeantheyjusthada

massivefightwiththeirbrother.

Ase:"I'llbefine."

Me:"Baby?"Helookedatmebefore

givingmeafaintsmile.

Ase:"I'mjustshockedthatbhuti



reactedthatwaybecauseofthat

plasticdoll!"

Sivuyile:"I'venevertakenhimtobea

personwhowouldturnhisbackon

hisfamilybecauseofagirlhejust

met.I'vealwaysviewedhimas

personwhovaluedfamily."

Ase:"That'stheimpressionhegave

us."Ikeptquietforawhile.

Me:"Guys,don'tyouthinkthere's

somethingwrongwiththewayhe's

behaving?"



Ase:"ofcoursethereisheslapped

me!Thatwaswr-"

Me:"No,Imeandon'tyouthink

somethingisinfluencingthewayhe

isbehaving?"Theylookedatme

confused.

Sivuyile:"HisloveforLusanda,of

course."

Me:"No,ImeanwhatifLusandafed

himsomething,youknow...



korobela(lovepotion)"

Ase:"Shewouldn'tdare!"

Me:"Imeanthinkaboutit,theSipho

wesawtodayisnottheSiphowe

know."Theykeptquietfora

while,theylookedliketheywere

thinking.

Sivuyile:"Youcouldberightyazi

baby."

Ase:"Ifshereadydidfeedhimalove



potion,I'mgoingtokillhermyself!I

wasslappedbecauseofher!My

cheekisstillburningevennow

becauseofthatkorobela!"Ichuckled.

Me:"ThisisnotaboutyouAse.

Besideswearenotevensureifshe

reallyfedhersomething,shedoesn't

looklikethattype."

Ase:"Haisuka!Shedidwethu!Iamso

lividrightnow,Iwanttogostraightto

thathouseandshowherwhatIam

madeof!"



Me:"Calmdown,willyou?"

Ase:"Calmdown?Excuseme,youare

nottheonewhoreceivedahothard

clap!Ihaveeveryrighttobelikethis."

Me:"She'snottheonewhoslapped

youthough."

Ase:"It'sherfaultthatIwasslapped!"

Me:"AyyIgiveup."Iraisedmyhands

insurrender."Baby,couldyougoand

putthisonetosleep."Hestoodup



andtookasleepingChulufrommy

arms."I'mcravingforsomething."

Ase:"somethinglike?"

Me:"Idon'tknow,Ijustwanttochew

onsomething."

Ase:"hayNathiyouarealwayseating

thesedaysmarn,maybeyouhave

wormsorthere'sabunintheoven."

Me:"Uyahlanya?(Youarecrazy.)I'm

notpregnant."



Ase:"Thenwhydoyoueatsomuch?"

Me:"I'mclosetomyperiods."

Ase:"Mmmmh."

Me:"EyyyouDlaminisloveassuming

thatI'mpregnant,yoh!"

Ase:"WewanttoseelittleSivuyiles

runningaroundthishouse,tshii!"



Me:"Inthenextfiveyearsor

so,definitelynotnow."

"What'shappeninginfiveyears?"

Ase:"Uthishewillonlystarthaving

babiesafter5years."

Sivuyile:"Oh?"Hesaidinalowtone.

Ase:"Tellherthatwewantkids

bhuti,please."

Sivuyile:"Hay,Ihavenosayinthis



mna.It'sherbodymos."Irolledmy

eyes.Whyareweeventalkingabout

babies.Istoodupandmademyway

tothekitchen.Iwasreallycravingfor

something,Ijustwantedtoeat.I'm

prettysureit'sbecauseIamcloseto

myperiods.MaybeIwillfind

somethinginthefridge.Oh

great,Chocolatecake.ExactlywhatI

needtofeedmycraving.Itookitout

ofthefridgethenIcutmyselfaslice

beforeputtingitbackinthefridge.I

atethesliceofcakeandpoured

myselfaglassofjuicetowashit

down.Imustsay,itwasverytasty.I

walkedbacktotheloungeandsat



downnexttoSivuyile,Iplacedmy

feetontopofhim.

Sivuyile:"Whatwereyoueatingin

there?"

Me:"Cake."

Sivuyile:"Uyavimbababe,whydidn't

youcutusaslice?"

Me:"Youdon'tlikecakenjebabe."

Ase:"Yeeey!Speakingofcake,we



needtogetridoftheoneLusanda

bought.Idon'ttrustthatgirl."

Sivuyile:"True."Shegotupandwent

tothekitchen."So,in5years,huh?"I

lookedathimconfused."Thebabies."

OhGod

Me:"Ohhh!That."

Sivuyile:"Yes,that.Whywasn'tI

includedinthedecisionofhaving

babiesin5years?"



Me:"OhcomeonSivuyile,it'snotabig

deal."

Sivuyile:"notabigdeal?Baby,you

knowhowmuchIwanttohavekids

withyouandwenayousuddenmy

decidedthatwewillhavethemata

laterstageinourlife?How'sthat

supposedtomakemefeel?"

Me:"I-.."Istoppedmidsentenceas

walkedin

"HeeehLunathisisi,whichcakedid

youeat?"Shehadtwocakesinher



hands,bothchocolate.

Me:"Theonethatiscut."

Ase:"boththesecakeshavebeen

cut."

Me:"AyyIdon'tknowheh."Isaid

carelessly.

Ase:"Haibosisi,aren'tyouworried

thatyoumighthaveeatentheshe

devil'scake?"



Me:"Whatdidsheputinit?Poison?"I

laughed,theywerenotlaughingwith

me."Chillguys,I'msurethere's

nothingwrongwithLusanda'scake.If

therewas,Iwouldhavefelt

something."Theybothlookedatme.

"I'mfine!"

Sivuyile:"Areyousure?"

Me:"Yes."

Ase:"justtobesafe,I'mgoingto

throwboththesecakesaway."



Me:"No!"Theycan'tdothat,Ilove

chocolatecake."WhatamIgoingto

eatifyouthrowthemaway?"

Sivuyile:"I'llbuyyouanotherone."

Me:"YoubetterSivuyile."

Ase:"HaynoziPeriods!"Sheturned

andleft.

Sivuyile:"Areyousuresuresurethat

youfine?"



Me:"poisontakestimetowork,I'm

sureIwillfeelsomethingabitlater."

Hegavemeaseriouslook."I'm

kidding,geez!"

Sivuyile:"Youarenotfunny."Ilaughed.

Me:"Chill.WhywouldLusandawant

topoisonallofus?Shegotwhoshe

wantedmos."

Sivuyile:"eish,kanenethereisthat

problem.IneedtospeaktoMaNdeka



aboutthis."

Me:"Youwilltalktoherwhenweget

homenextweek."Hesighed."Stop

stressingaboutthis,wearenoteven

sureifSiphohasbeenfedthelove

potionornot."

Sivuyile:"True."

Me:"Sofornow,pleaseturnyour

attentiontomyfeet."Igavehimabig

smileashelookedatmewitha

boredexpression."Prettyplease."He

chuckled,beforeputtinghishandson



myfeetandstartedmassagingthem.

○

Iwaswokenupbyasharppaininmy

abdominalarea.Iopenedmyeyes

andlookedaround,noonewasin

sight.Isatupstraight,Icouldfeel

thatmypantywasdamp,Iguessmy

periodsdecidedtofinallycome.Iwas

abouttostandupwhenanotherpain

camethrough,thistimeitwasmore

painfulthantheother,Iscreamed

lightly.Isatbackdown,waitingforit

topassbylikethefirstone.Instead



ofpassingby,anotheronecame!It

wasveryintense,itfeltlikesomeone

wasintentionallysqueezingmy

uterus,Icriedoutloud.Thesecannot

possiblybeperiodpains,they'venever

beenthispainful.

Me:"Sivuyile!!"Ishouted."Asenathi!!"

Stillnoanswer.Theymusthavegone

out.OhGod,whatamIgoingtodo?

Thispainistoomuch.Imanagedto

standup,thepainsweregettingmore

andmoreintenseandIwasfeelinga

bitlightheaded.AsIwalkedtowards

thekitchen,Inoticedthatmyskirt

wasabitheavierthannormal,I



touchedthebackofitandmyhand

camebackfullofblood.Another

sharppaincomethrough,Iscreamed

asIfelldownthefloor.Icouldfeel

myselflosingstrength."Sivuyile!"I

usedthelastbitofstrengthIhadto

shout.Myeyesweregettingheavier

bythesecond,Icouldn'tkeepthem

openanymore,therewasliquid

runningoutofmynose.

"Si...vu..yi..le."Ifeltmyeyesclosing

slowly,thelittlelightIcouldn't

see,turnedintodarknessinasplit

second.

○



°•SIVUYILE•°

Wewereonourwayfromthe

shops,myself,AsenathiandChulu.

LunathifellasleepwhileIwasstill

massagingherfeet,Ifiguredthatby

thetimeshewakesupshewillbetoo

tiredtopreparedinnerforus.SoI

decidedtogobuysomethingtoeat

forus,andherfavouritechocolate

cake.

Ase:"Canwepleasepassbyat

tops,please."Topswasnearbymy



house.

Me:"HayhayAsenathi!Youwere

drinkingyesterday,andyoustillwant

todrinktoday?Hayno."

Ase:"Ineedtodistressbhuti,please."

Me:"Disstressyaninawena?"

Ase:"TheBhut'Siphodrama.My

cheekisstillpainful,andonlya

specificwinecanhealit."Ichuckled.



Me:"Wenayouwilluseeveryexcuse

todrink!"

Ase:"Pleasehlebhuti,justonebottle."

Me:"YouareluckybecauseIhaverun

outbeersathome."

WemadequickstopattopsandI

boughtwhatweneeded,Iadded

chipsformylovelywife,herfavourite.

Wedrovebackhome.

Ase:"Ibetyoushe'sstillsleeping."

Shesaidaswewalkedtowardsthe



frontdoor.Ichuckled.

Me:"Iwouldn'tbesuprised,sheloves

sleeping."

Ase:"Yohndoda,Chuluisheavyyeer!

Whatdoyouguysfeedher?"Shewas

behindmeaswewalkedinthehouse.

Me:"Askhermother."Sheputheron

thefloor.Wewenttoputour'stuff'in

thekitchenandwenttothelounge.

"Whereissh-...."



"OhMyGod!"Sheyelled!

Mywifewaslyinglifelessonthe

floor,withbloodalloverherwhite

skirt.

Ase:"Bhuti!!"Sheyelledagain.

Me:"Asenathi,takeChulu!."Chuluwas

sittingnexttohermother,playingwith

hernoseasshenormallydoeswhen

shewantshertowakeup.Asenathi

stoodfrozenonthespot"Now

Asenathi!"Ishouted.Shegot

frightenedandquicklytookChulu

awayfromLunathi.Irushedtoher



andcheckedherpulse."Herpulseis

faint.Weneedtogethertothe

hospital."

Ase:"I'llcallanambulance."

Me:"itwilltaketime.Getmycar

keys,Now!"Iscoopedherupand

rushedoutwithher.Mybrainwas

fullyondoctormode,that'swhyIwas

socalm.IfIhadfocussedonthefact

thatshe'smywife,Iwouldbe

panickingrightandthatwouldmake

thesituationeverharder."James!!"I

yelledforoneoftheguardsthatwas



nearby.Heranuptomeashe

noticedthelifelessbodyonmyarms.

"Takeustothehospital."Asetossed

Jamesthekey,Igotinthebackwith

LunathiasJamesgotintothedriver

seat,wespeedoutoffthepropertyall

thewaytothehospital.OnthewayI

wassilentlyprayingforGodtosave

her,Ican'timaginewalkingonthis

journeyoflifewithouther,lifewithout

herwouldbemiserableandit's

somethingIamnotlookingforward

to."Staywithmebaby,don'tleave."I

whispered.

Wearrivedinhospitalinnotime,Igot

outthecarwithherandraninsidethe



hospital."Help!Help!"Thenurseran

tome,aportercamewithabed,Iput

heronit.

DR:"Whatdowehavehere?"Idon't

evenknowwherehecamefrom.

Nurse:"Shejustgotindoctor,she

bleedingheavilyonherlowerbody."

Theyrandownthepassagewiththe

bed,Iwasbehindthem.

DR:"Sir,Ineedyoutowait

here,please."



Iwatchedthemdisappearintothe

doubledoorswithhandsonmyhead.

Isankdownonthefloorandburied

myheadinmyknees.Itallcame

crushingdownonme,myheadwas

spinningasIthoughtofthe

possibilityoflosingher.Ifeltlikethe

worldwasclosinginonme.Iletouta

loudscream,thetearswerenot

comingout.Ifeltlikecrying,butIhad

notearsandthatfrustratedmeeven

more.WhatamItobecomewithout

her?Shecan'tleaveme,Ineed

her,shemakesmeabetterman,a

betterhumanbeingingeneral.The

Godscan'ttakeherfromme,theyjust



cannotdothattome.

Isatthereforanhour,therewasstill

noonecomingouttotellmewhat

wasgoingon.Iwaslostinmyown

thoughtswhenIheardnoisecoming

towardsme,itwastheMokoena

siblingsandtheywereqithAsenathi

andChulu.

Thabang:"Howisshe?"Ishrugged

myshoulders."Whatdoyoumean

youdon'tknow?!"

Bontle:"Thabang!"Hesighed.



Thabang:"sorrymyman.Howareyou

holdingup?"Ishruggedagain.

Lizwi:"She'safighter,don'tworry

she'llbefine.Iknowshewillbe."It

soundedlikehewastryingto

convincehimselfthanme.

Me:"I'massumingAsenathitoldyou

aboutthesituationwefoundherin?"

Theynodded."Iguesswewillhaveto

waittohearfromthedoctorwhat

causedhertobleedsomuch."I

alreadyhadanideainmyhead,but



somehowIrefusedtobelieve.Ifit

wastrue,thenhowdidwenotnotice

anything?Plusthebloodwaswayto

muchforittobewhatIthinkitis.

Wesatandwaitedforanupdatefora

while,butnoonewascomingout.I

keptonlookingatthedoubledoors

theydisappearedintoearlier

on,hopingthatsomeonewillemerge

fromthemandtelluswhatthehellis

goingonwithmywife.Thewaiting

waskillingme,butnonewsisgood

news,right?



Ase:"maybeweshouldjustgohome

andcomebacktomorrow.I'mpretty

surewewillgetanupdatebythen."

Noonemoved."Guys!It'snouse

sittinghereinthiscoldhallway,wem

-..."

Me:"Asenathiifyouwanttogo,you

cango!I'mnotabouttoleavethis

placewithoutknowingwhatthefuck

iswrongwithmywife!"Iwasgetting

workedup

Ase:"Haibobh-..."



Me:"Hayfutsek!Justshutupandsit

downliketherestofus!Wedon't

needyoursmartmouthrightnow!

Yeses!"

Bontle:"CalmdownSivuyile."

Me:"I'msorryAse,I'mjustso

frustratedrightnow."Atearescaped

myeye,Iwipeditquickly.

Ase:"It'sokaybhutiIunderstand."I

smiledalittleandnodded.

Adoctorcameoutofthedoors,we



stoodupimmediatelyandfocused

onhim.

DR:"Eveningeveryone."

Me:"How'smywifedoing?"Helooked

ateveryone."They'refamily."

DR:"MrsDlaminihaslostalotof

blood.Wearestilltryingtofigureout

whatcausedthebleeding,b-..."Icut

himshort.

Me:"Ijustwanttoknowhowsheis?"



DR:"Sheisstillinacriticalcondition

rightnow,buttheprocedurewent

well."

Thabo:"Procedure?"

DR:"Yes,uhmwehadtocleanher

womb,sheuhm...Sheunfortunately

sufferedamiscarriage."

Me:"No!No!Youaremistaken!My

wifewasnotpregnant!Shewasnot!!"

Ishouted.



DR:"Sheactuallywassir."

Me:"Howfaralongwasshe?"

DR:"3weeks."

Me:"Dammit!!"Ipunchedthewall.

HowcouldIhavemissedthat?How

didInotnoticethatshewaspregnant.

Thesignswerenotthere,orwasit

stilltoearlytopointoutthesigns?

HowamIgoingtotellheraboutthis?



"Sivuyile!"Isniffed.

Me:"Ya."

Thabo:"Bestrongman."Hetouched

myshoulder.

Me:"WhereisBontle?"

Thabang:"She'sgoingtodonate

bloodforPunkie,apparentlyshelosta

lotofblood."Irubbedmyfacein

frustration.



Me:"HowamIgoingtobreakthisto

her?Sheisgoingtobeshuttered."

Thapelo:"Thedoctorsaidthey'veran

sometest,wewillsoonknowwhat

causetheuhm....themiscarriage."

Thewordonitsownfeltlikeastabin

myheart.

Me:"Ihavetoseeher."

Lizwi:"Notnow."

Me:"Ijustwanttotouchher



hand,please.Iwanttoseeher."

Feelingherhandagainstminewould

certainlymakemefeelabitbetter,I

justwanttotouchher,that'sall.Iwas

breakingdownontheinside.

Ase:"Thedoctorsaidwecanonlysee

hertomorrowbhuti."Isatdownon

thechairfeelinglikeIhadtheworld

onmyshoulders.

Me:"Youguyscango,I'llwaithere

untilit'stimetoseeher."

Thapelo:"Alright,wewillsitherewithy



-..."

Me:"No!Iwanttobealone."

Thabang:"Si-..."

Me:"Please."Isaidinalowtone.

Chulu:"Mama!"Iraisedeyesand

lookedather.HowIwishIwas

her,clueless.Iheldmyhandsout,Ase

hesitantlyhandedhertome."Dada!

Mama?"Tearsstartedwellingupin

myeyes.Shewasgoingtohavea



littlesibling,shewasgoingtohave

someonetoplayaroundwith,not

anymore.Ibroughthertomychest

Me:"Daddylovesyou."Ikissedher

head.Ikeptonrepeatingthosewords

untilasobescapedmylips.

Thapelo:"Sivuyile,nonono.Youare

scaringher."Hetookherawayfrom

me.Iburiedmyfaceinmyhandsand

whispered'whymeLord'.

Bontlecamebackafterafew

minutes,Itoldthemtoleave,she

protestedatfirstbuteventuallyher



husbandwasabletoconvinceherto

go.AssoonasIwasleftalone,tears

camegushingoutofmyeyes.The

hurtIwasfeelinginmyheart,was

beyondexplanation.Thetearswere

falling,butnosoundwascomingout

ofmymouth.

•

•

•

•

•

#TCOB



Hello

[2/6,12:19PM]DeeBee:#Insert93

•

•

•

•

•

"Sivuyile!"

"Mhmh"

"Sivuyile,wakeupman!"Theyshook



meharder.

Me:"Eish."Islowlyopenedmyeyes.I

actuallydon'tknowhowIendedup

fallingasleepintheseuncomfortable

chairs.Irememberthenurseoffering

metomovetothewaitingroom

sinceitwasmorecomfortable,butI

refusedbecauseIdidnotwanttobe

farawayfromLunathi.

Thabo:"Gohomeandhavesomerest

dude."Ishookmyhead."Si-.."

Me:"No!Iwon'tleavethisplace



withoutseeingher."

Thabang:"Idon'tthinkshewould

appreciateseeingyouinthisstate.

Comeonbro,justgohomeandtakea

nap,thencomebackallfreshened

up."

Me:"Isaidno."

Thapelo:"Youareonestubborn

motherfucker."

Me:"Ilearntfromthebest."



Them:"Punkie."Wechuckled.

Me:"Sheisatoughcookiethat

one,andshealwaysdeniesthatsheis

stubborn."Isaidwithasmile

plasteredonmyface.

Thabo:"Tellmeaboutit."

Thabang:"Howdoyouthinkshe's

goingtotakethenews?"Heasked

afterafewsecondsofsilence.



Me:"Idon'tknow."

"Goodmorning."Wegreetedback.It

wasBontleandshewaswith

AsenathiandZintle.

Zintle:"Weboughtyouguyssome

coffee."Theyhandeduseachacup.

Thabang:"AhhZintlekhanteubun

kannete?(Youarereallypregnant?)"

Shenoddedwhilerubbinghervisible

tummywithasmile.Herstomach

wasn'treallythatshowing,but

becauseshewaswearingatightt-



shirtyoucouldnoticeit.

Thapelo:"Thabo,youdon'tsaythat

you'veplacedabunintheoven?"

Thabo:"It'snotmine."

Thapelo:"Ohhhhh!Youdon'tsay

brother,wh-..."

Bontle:"Wearenothereforthat

Thapelo,soshutit!"

Thapelo:"AwuIjustwantedto



know,that'sall."

Bontle:"Thapelo!"

Thapelo:"Mxm."

Thedoctorwalkedtowardsus.

DR:"Goodmorningeveryone."We

greetedback."Iheardfromthe

nursesthatyouguysareherealready

soIfiguredIshouldgiveyouthetest

results."

Thabo:"Whatdotheysay?"



DR:"Nothing."Welookedathim

confused."Theresultsallcameback

clear.IfanythingMrsDlaminiwas

perfectlyhealthytocarryababyfull

term."Isatdownconfused.

Ase:"Whatifitwassomethingshe

atethatcausesit?"Thesiblings

lookedather."Thecake."Shesaid

whilelookingatme.Istoodup

immediately.

Me:"YesDoc!Mywifeateacakethat

wesuspectmighthavebeen



poisoned."

Thabang:"What?!"

Thabo:"Whatcake?!"

Thapelo:"Howcouldyouletmysister

eatapoisonedcake?"

Bontle:"Nowisnotthetimeguys."

Me:"Doc?"



DR:"Wedidnotdetectanypoison

fromhersystemoranythinglike

that."

Me:"Thenwhatthehellhappenedto

her?!"

DR:"MrDlaminicalmdown,

miscarriagehappenallthetime,some

arecausedbysomethingwhole

othersjusthappen.I'mnotareligious

personoranything,butIwouldliketo

thinkyouare.MaybeGodfeltlikeit

wasnottherighttimeforhertohave

ababy."



Me:"CanIseeher?"

DR:"Shehasnotwokenupasyet.I

suggestyougohomeandgetsome

rest,wewillcallyouassoonasshe

wakesup."Inodded."Pleaseexcuse."

Inoddedagain,heturnedonhisheels

andleftusinourfeelings.

Thabo:"Babebaqadilehapebaha

Dlamini!(TheDlaminishavestarted

again!)"



Me:"What'sthatsupposedtomean?"

Thabo:"Itmeansthismiscarriagehas

yourGodswrittenalloverit!"

Bontle:"Ah.ahThabo!"

Thabo:"NoBontle,howwouldyou

explainwhatjusthappenedtoPunkie?

TheDoctorhimselfcannotexplainit!

Thisjustgoestoshowthatboloiba

haDlamini(theDlaminiwhichcraft)

hasstruck!"Igavehimadeadlylook



Bontle:"Thabo!"

Thabo:"I'mj-...."

Bontle:"Shutup!Justshutupokay?!

Can'tyouhearhowstupidyousound?

Whythehellwouldtheancestors

takeawaysuchabeautifulblessing?!

Stopbeingdumb!Yeses!"Thabo

sighed

Thabo:"I'msorry,I'm.justfrustrated

that'sall."



Me:"Weallare,butyoudon'thearus

callingotherpeoplewitches."

Thabo:"I'msorry."Ishruggedmy

shoulder

Me:"Sho!"

Thabang:"Istillwanttoknowabout

thepoisonedcake."

Me:"Wewilltalkaboutthatlater,Ijust

wanttohomeandgetsome.rest."



Ase:"Aibo!Laterforwhobhuti?Idon't

mindtellingthestory."Ishookmy

head

Me:"Youalwaysreadytotalkneh?"

Ase:"Forever!"

Thapelo:"TellusAse."

Me:"YouwillfindmeinthecarAse."I

stoodupandleftasshestarted

narratingthestorytothem.Iwas

certainlynotinthemoodtoseethe



Mokoenasiblingsreacttowhatever

Asenathiisgoingtotell

them,becauseIknowforsurethatit's

goingtobedramatic.

Isatinthecarwaitingfor

Asenathi,sheandZintleshowedup

afteragood15minutes.Theygotin

andIdroveoffimmediately.

"Bhuti!"Isnappedoutofit"Areyou

okay?"Iclearedmythroat

Me:"yeahI'mgood."Iwasstandingin

thespotwherewefoundLunathiin.I

wasthinkingaboutthestatethatwe



foundherin,itbrokemyheartasI

imaginedit.Istillcan'tbelievethat

wehavelostourfirstborntogether.

Ase:"Areyousure?"Inodded

Me:"Ijustneedtotakeanap,that's

all."Shelookedatmeworryingly"I

willleavemyphonewithyoujustin

casethehospitalcallswhileIam

napping."

Ase:"Alright."Itookoutmyphoneand

gaveittoherbeforeheadingoutto

myroom.IdoubtIwasevengoingto



nap,Ihadalotrunningonmymind.

○

"BhutiVuka!"Sheshookme.

Me:"mmmhwhat?"Iopenedmyeyes

andmetherwidesmile

Ase:"Lunathiisawake!Getupwe

needtogettothehospital!"Ijumped

upthebedimmediately

Me:"Weneedtogotherenow!"Igot



offthebedandrushedtothe

door,shelaughed."What?"

Ase:"Youneedbathfirstandwear

decentclothes."Ilookeddownon

myselfandrealisedIwasstillinmy

bloodyclothes.

Me:"Right!"

Ase:"Wellhurryupandgetready.I'll

gocalltheothers."Shelefttheroom.

Itookoffmyclothesandrushedto

thebathroom,thenItookaquick

shower.Ichangedintomytracksuit



thenIwentdownstairstomeet

Asenathi.

Me:"I'mready!"Icalledout.She

emergedfromtheloungewithher

bag.

Ase:"Thatwassuperquick."

Me:"Idon'thavetimetowaste."

Ase:"Bontleandthemarealreadyon

theirwaytothehospital."Weleftthe

house.



"WardD16"wethankedthenurseand

madeourwaytoLunathi'sward.

Whenwegotin,shewaslooking

outsidethewindow,myeyesdarted

tothedripinsertedonherarm,she

turnedandgaveusafaintsmileas

shefeltourpresence

Me:"Heybaby!"Iplacedtheflowers

thatweboughtonthewayhere,on

thebedside.Iheldherhand."Doyou

haveanyideahowworriedIwas

aboutyou?"Ididn'twaitforherto

answer,Iplacedalingeringkisswhich



sherespondedto

Ase:"Hello!I'mstillhereyouknow!"I

brokeit.

Me:"IthoughtIwasgoingtolose

you."

Lunathi:"Thatwon'thappen."

Ase:"I'mjustgladtoseeyouokay."

Lunathi:"Whathappened?WhywasI

blessingsomuch?"Aselookedatme,



Iclearedmythroat.

Me:"Uh...uhmwel-..."

"Punkie!!"Theyallrushedtoher.

Bontle:"OhMyGod!I'msogladto

seeyou!"

Lunathi:"Ican'tbreathe."Thabo

quicklyletgo

Thabo:"I'msorry,I'mjustgladtosee

youalive."



Lunathi:"Youarenotgoingtogetrid

ofmethateasily!"Welaughed.

Thabang:"Howareyoufeeling?"She

shrugged

Lunathi:"Idon'tknow,weird."

Thapelo:"HasSivuyileorthedoctor

informedyouaboutwhathappened?"

Sheshookherhead

Me:"Iwasabouttowhenyouwalked



in."IsaidasInoticedthelookthey

gaveme.

Lunathi:"what'sgoingon?"Iletouta

hugesigh

Me:"Uhmbaby,Ithinkyouremember

thestateyouwereinbeforeyou

wokeuphereinthehospital."She

nodded."Webroughtyouinherelast

nightafterwefoundy-..."

Lunathi:"JustgettothepointSivuyile

please!"



Me:"Woah!Thedoctorinformedus

lastnightthatyoumiscarried."

Lunathi:"Miscarried?HowcauseI

wasnotpregnant?"

Me:"Apparentlyyouweremylove,it

wasstilltooearlytonotice."

Bontle:"I'msosorrynana."She

embracedher.

Lunathi:"Whatcausedit?"Sheasked



calmly.

Me:"Wedon'tknow.Thedoctorran

sometest,buthecouldn'tfindthe

cause."

Lunathi:"Soitwasnotmyfault?"

Thapelo:"OfcoursenotPunkie!Even

ifsomethinginternallycausedthe

miscarriage,itwouldn'tbeyourfault."

Shesmiledfaintlyandnodded.Weall

lookedatherinsilence



Lunathi:"Whatdidyoubringmetoeat?

Iamstarving!"Shebrokethe

silence,welaughed.

Ase:"Ibroughtyouyourfavourite."

Shehandedherapacketoffood

Me:"Whyareyoustealingmyshine?

I'mtheonewhoboughtthat."

Ase:"I'mtheonewhocameupwith

theideaofbuyingfood."

Lunathi:"Okay!Thankyoutoyouboth



guys."TheMokoenasiblingslaughed.

Wesatandwatchedhereatovera

lightconversation,westayedforan

hourkeepinghercompany.

○

°•BOITUMELO•°

Myfamilyfinallyleft,butSivuyile

decidedtostaybehind.

Me:"Youdoknowthatvisitinghours

areoverright?"



Sivuyile:"Idon'tcareaboutthat,Ijust

wanttositherewithyouandlookat

you."Ismiled.

Me:"Soyoujustwanttostareatme

andnotsayaword?"

Sivuyile:"Yep,that'smyfavourite

hobby."Hesaidwithafaintsmile.I

couldtellthathewasnotokayashe

waslettingon,themiscarriagereally

hurthimbutIontheotherhanddon't

knowhowtofeelaboutit.Iamkind

ofhurtthatIlostmyfirstbabybuton



theotherhandIamrelieved,don'tget

mewrongIwasnotreadytohavea

babysosoonintomymarriage.Istill

haveschooltoworryabout,Ihave

Chulutotakecareof.Ababyreally

doesn'tfitanywhereinmylifeplans

atthemoment.

"Don'tthinktoomuchaboutitlove,we

willgetthroughthistogether."

Me:"Huh?"

Sivuyile:"Wecanalwaystryfor

anotherchild."Ohhhe'stalkingabout

that.Inodded.



Me:"Howareyoufeeling?"

Sivuyile:"Ishouldbeaskingyouthat."

IcannottellhimhowIreallyfeel,he

willbemorehurtandprobablyvery

angry

Me:"No,Iwanttoknowhowyoufeel.

Peopletendtobotcareabouta

man'sfeelingswhenitcomesto

thingslikethis.Itwasyourbaby

to,youareallowedtoexpressyour

feelings."



Sivuyile:"Youarematuredforyour

age."

Me:"Talktome."Hesighedwhile

rubbinghisfacewithhishands.

Sivuyile:"Idon'tknowhowtoexpress

howIfeel.IjustfeellikeIhavethe

wholeworldonmyshoulders,Ifeel

broken,hurt,angry.I'mabunchof

mixedemotionsrightnow."Atear

escapedhiseye,hequicklywipedit.

Me:"Youareallowedtocryaboutit

mylove."



Sivuyile:"Ican'tletmyselfcryinfront

ofyou,thatwouldbeselfishofme."I

shookmyhead

Me:"Comehere."Iopenedmyarms

forhim.Hestoodupandlaidhis

headonmybreastsashehuggedme.

Ibrushedhisbackslowly,soonhis

shouldersweremovingandfaint

soundswerecomingoutofhis

mouth.Seeinghimlikethatevoked

sademotions,Icouldn'thelpbut

shedtearstoo,butmycrywassilent.

"Letitallout."Isniffed.
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2DAYSLATER

°•BOITUMELO•°

Iwasfinallydischargedfromthe

hospital.Sivuyileinformedhisfamily

aboutwhathappened,hismother

immediatelysaidwemustcome

homebecauseweneedtobearound

peoplewholoveus.Iwasreally

scepticalaboutgoingtotheEC,I

wantedtospendChristmaswithmy

siblingssinceitwasgoingtobethe



firstChristmaswithoutourparents.

Me:"Ican'tbelievewehavetogoto

EasternCape."

Sivuyile:"Butyouknewthatwewere

goingtogohomeforChristmas."

Me:"Ididn'tthinkwewould,Iwantto

stayhereandbeclosebymysiblings.

IwantustohaveaspecialChristmas

togetherjustthewaymymomused

toplanit."Hesatdownnexttome.



Sivuyile:"Igetitbabe,butyouare

marriednowandyourhomeisinthe

Kingdom."

Me:"Bu-..."

Sivuyile:"NobutsLunathi.Weneedto

behomearoundfamily,youalsoneed

tobecleansed."

Me:"Cleansed?Ididn'tknowabout

that."

Sivuyile:"Yes,MaNdekaneedsto



cleanseyou."Isighed.

Me:"IsSiphocomingwith?"Ichanged

thesubject

Sivuyile:"Idon'tknowandIdon't

care."Ilookedathim."What?Sipho

madeitclearthathedoesn'tvalue

family,sowhyshouldIcareabout

him?"Hesaidcoldly

Me:"Youcareaboutyourbrother,stop

tryingtoconvinceyourself

otherwise."



Sivuyile:"Canwestoptalkingabout

him,please."

Me:"No,whatareyougoingtotell

yourdad?"

Sivuyile:"LunathiIjustlostachild,i

donthavetimetobethinkingabout

uselessthingslikeafightIhadwith

mystupidbigbrother!"Hesnapped

Me:"Butba-..."



Sivuyile:"Youknowwhat?I'mgoingto

excusemyselfandgofetchChulu."

Me:"AwuIthoughtweweregoing

together?"

Sivuyile:"Nah,youneedtorest.Bye!"

Hetookhisphoneandcarkeysthen

heleft.

"Andthen?"Sheaskedassheentered

thelounge.

Me:"He'sangry."Shejoinedmeon



thecouch.

Ase:"He'sreallytakingthis

miscarriagethinghardman."

Me:"Iknow,butwhatactuallypissed

himoffmoreistheSiphotopic."

Ase:"Ohhh,Idon'tblamehimthough.

Whatbhutididwasunacceptable."

Me:"YeahIknow,butyouguysare

familyandSiphoalsoneedstobe

homeforChristmas.Howisthat



goingtohappenwhenthereis

tensionbetweeny'all?Sivuyilesaid

hedoesn'tcare."

Ase:"It'stheangertalking,nothim.

Plusthehurtthatheisfeelingright

now."

Me:"Iguess."

Ase:"Howareyoufeeling?"

Me:"I'mfine."Ismiledalittle.



Ase:"I'mseriousLunathi,howareyou

feeling?"

Me:"LikeIsaid,Iamfine."

Ase:"Lunathiyoujustlosta

child,th3reisnowaythatyouare

fine."

Me:"WellIam."Shelookedatmewith

whatlookedlikepity."Haveyou

packedyourbagsyet?"Silence

"Asenathi?!"Shesnappedoutofit.



Ase:"Ohwhatwereyousaying?"

Me:"Yourbags?Aretheypacked?"

Sheshookherhead.

Ase:"NathiIamreallyworriedabout

you.EversincethemiscarriageI

haven'tseenyoushedatear."

Me:"I'mfine!"Shelookedatme

shocked."Sorry.I'mfinebabe,it'sno

usemoppingaroundbecauseof

whathappened.Atsomepointwe

havetomoveon,andIchoosetodo

thatnow."



Ase:"Butyouhavetomournforyour

loss."

Me:"AndIhave."

Ase:"Na-.."

Me:"Canwejustdropthis?Please."

Me:"Good."

Ase:"Fine,I'llstoptalkingaboutit."



Me:"Whereareyoucomingfrom?"

Ase:"Iwenttogetmyselfsome

goodbyedick!"WTF?

Me:"Hawu!FromThandazani?"

Ase:"Ayyy!Don'ttalktomeaboutthat

grandpa.Ifoundmyselfanewdick."

Shestuckhertongueout.

Me:"Awwuhe'sagrandpanow?Who

isthisnewman?"



Ase:"Ican'ttellyou."

Me:"Whynot?"

Ase:"becauseit'snotserious."

Me:"Idon'tcare!Iwanttoknow."

Ase:"Hay"

Me:"comeon."



Ase:"No."

Me:"Please."

Ase:"No."

Me:"Fine,ifyoudon'twanttotell

me,I'lltellSivuyilethayyouhavea

newman.Amprettysurehewon't

havetroublewithgettingthename

outofyou."

Ase:"Youarewitch!YouandLusanda

sameWhatsAppgroup!"



Me:"I'mfuckingthesameguysshe

usedtofuck,nosurprisethere."She

laughedoutloud."Stoplaughingand

tellmewhoyournewmanis?"

Ase:"He'samanandhe'snew."

Me:"Ase!"Iwhined.

Ase:"Promiseyouwon'ttellanyone....

andbyanyoneImeanSivuyile!"I

nodded."Promise!"



Me:"Ipromise."

Ase:"it'sLungani."Ittooktimeto

registerinmymind

Me:"What?!LunganiasinSivuyile's

friend?"Shenodded."Wait!How?I

didn'tevenknowyoulikedhim!"

Ase:"Aibo!It'snotthatdeep,it'sjust

sex."

Me:"Youcan'thavesexwithsomeone

youdon'tlikeAse.How?"



Ase:"Itjusthappened."

Me:"MaraAseyouaresuchahoe!"

Ase:"I'llgladlyacceptthattitle."

Me:"Iwantdetails!Howdidit

happen?"

Ase:"Apparentlyuguyhasbeen

crushingonmeeversincehemet

me,sothedaywetookyouto

hospitalhecameherelookingfor



ubhutiandhewasnothere.Whenhe

wasabouttoleaveIaskedhimto

stayforabitandhavesomethingto

eat.Weorderedfoodanddrankover

agreatconversation,andtherestis

history."

Me:"Ase!"Isaidindisbelief

Ase:"What?"

Me:"Youseducedyourbrother'sbest

friend."



Ase:"Ididnosuchthing,ifanything

he'stheonewhoseducedme."

Me:"Pleasedon'ttellmeyouhadsex

inthishousethatnight?"

Ase:"No.Ourfirsttimewastoday."

Shesaidwithasmilestruckonher

face

Me:"so....Howwasit?"

Ase:"Child!Can'tyouseethesmileon

myface?"



Me:"Heeeh!AwuAse!"Wehighfived.

Ase:"Please,don'tsayawordtobhuti

orelsehewillmurderme."

Me:"Mylipsaresealed."

Ase:"It'spitywehavetogohome

tomorrow,otherwiseIwouldhave

spentthenight."

Me:"Haikewenayoutendtotakeit

toofar.Howwereyougoingto



explainthattoyourbrother?"

Ase:"Ohhhkanenethere'sthat."

Me:"Thisishowyoualwaysget

yourselfintrouble,youoverdo

things."

Ase:"Areyougivingmeamischief

lesson?"Ichuckled.

Me:"mxm.Ihopewewillleaveearly

tomorrow,Ineedtoseeadoctoras

soonasweland."



Ase:"What?Why?Areyounotfeeling

well?"

Me:"NahI'mfine,there'sjust

somethingIuhm...needclarification

on."

Ase:"Whydon'tyougetthatclarity

fromubhuti?"

Me:"No!"Iclearedmythroat."No,I

don'twanttostresshimandhe's

stressedasitis."



Ase:"MmmhIhearyou.Wellwecan

leaveearlytomorrow,velenooneis

usingthejet."

Me:"Canwejustbookourselvesa

flight?Imeanit'sjustthetwoofus."

Ase:"Goodlucktryingtoconvince

yourhusbandtodothat."Isighed.

Me:"aiithatone!"Irolledmyeyes.

Ase:"Youknowhowyourmanis."



Me:"I'mjustgladthathe'snotcoming

withustomorrow.I'mgoingtomiss

himthough."

Ase:"Itsjustgoingtobeoneday

dude."Sherolledhereyes.

Me:"Idon'texpectyouto

understand."

Ase:"Excuseyou,Ihaveamantoo!"

Me:"Awwhe'syourmannow?"



Ase:"Shutup!"Ilaughedasshestood

upandleft

Me:"Bringmesomeicecream

please!"Icalledout

Ase:"Uyanya!"ThischildLord!

○

Thefollowingmorningwewokeup

earlyinthemorningandpreparedfor

thetrip.Iwasworriedabout



Sivuyile,hedidn'ttouchmethewhole

nightnotthatIwantedhimto,but

knowinghimasa'sexaddict'I

expectedhimtomakeamoveonme

buthedidn't.Infacthedidn'teven

cuddlemethewholenight.The

miscarriageisreallyhittinghimhard

andit'ssomehowmakingmefeel

guiltythatIamfeelingthisway.I

wanttosharehispain,butIcan't.I

can'texpresshowIamfeeling,Iwant

tocryaboutthisbutthemomentI'm

abouttoIcomfortmyselfwiththe

factthatIwasn'treadyforachildand

thesadnesswouldimmediately

dissappered.



Me:"I'mgoingtomissyou."

Sivuyile:"Comeonbabe,I'llbethat

sidetomorrow."Ismiled."CanIget

mygoodbyekissnow?"Atleasthe

stillwantstokissme.Ileanedover

thenheplacedapeckonmylips.

Me:"Babeareyoualright?"Henodded.

Sivuyile:"I'mjustnotlookingforward

tobeleftallaloneinthishouse."



Me:"YouknowIcanstaybehindwith

youright?"Heshookhishead.

Sivuyile:"No,momisalready

expectingyou."Sivuyilewasstaying

behindtosortthingsoutattheir

surgery,thenhewillbehomethe

followingday.

Me:"Youwillbeokay?"

Sivuyile:"I'llbefine,it'sjustoneday."

Me:"Alright.CanIgetaproper



goodbyekiss?"Hechuckled.

Sivuyile:"I'mtheonewhousuallysay

that."Hekissedme,itwasn'tthe

normalkissesthatweusuallyshare.

Thisonewasdifferent,Icouldfeel

theemotionaldetachment,butIwent

alongwithit.Iwasnotsatisfied

though

Me:"Alright!I'mallreadytogonow."I

fixedmylipgloss.

Hetookmyluggageandcarriedit

downstairs,whileIcarriedChulu's.

Asenathiwasalreadydonewith



everything,wewastednotimeand

loadedthebagsinthecar.

Ase:"Howlongarewegoingtostay

therefor?"

Me:"Thisiswhathappenswhena

villagegirlgetsatasteofthecity

life,theyforgettheirroots."Sivuyile

chuckled

Ase:"Uyaspeedayoh!(Youare

forward.)"



Me:"Ngenaemotweni(getinthecar)

farmgirl."

Ase:"Wena!"Shepointedatme."One

dayisoneday."

Me:"mxm."Wegotinsidethecarand

droveoff.

Wegottotheairportandbidfarewell

toSivuyile,weboardedtheplaneand

offwewenttotheEasternCape.

○

EC



AssoonaswearrivedIwenttosee

thedoctorandsortedoutmy

affairs,whichwasgettingabirth

control.Yes,IdidnotinformSivuyile

aboutthis,Ithinkit'stoosoontobe

talkingaboutanythingtowith

babies,butIwilltellhimwhenthe

timeisrightofcourse.

Afterhoursoftravellingwefinallygot

totheXhosaKingdompalace,and

boywasItired.Travellingwitha

toddlerisnojoke,andnoonecared

toinformmeaboutthat.



Mrs'D:"halalmykidsarehome!"She

saidexcitedlyasshemetuponthe

driveway."Anisebahlebantabam(You

aresobeautifulmykids.)"Asegave

meashocked/confusedlook,Ijust

shruggedmyshoulders.Shegaveus

bothhugs,butminelastedabit

longer.Itwasactuallyasqueeze

morethanitwasahug."Howareyou

feeling?"Ihatethatquestion

Me:"I'mfineMah."

Mrs'D:"Youdon'thavetoactmy



child,ifyouarenotfinetellme,weare

hereforyou,youdoknowthatright?"

Me:"Iknowmah."

Mrs'D:"Good!Rightnowwhatyouare

goingtodoisgouptoyourroom,get

inunderthecoversandsitthere

comfortably,wewillcatertoyour

everyneed."

Me:"Ohno,Ican'tallowyoutodo

that."



Mrs'D:"It'snotupfordiscussion

Lunathi."Isighed

Me:"OnlyifAsewillstayuptherewith

me."

Mrs'D:"Nono!Iwantthisonecloseto

mesoIcansendheralloverthis

palace."

Ase:"Hahmah!"

Mrs'D:"Yintoni?(What?)"Aremumbled

something."Ufane



wambomba,ukuk'thumakona

ndizokuthuma."

Ase:"Yohkodwamama!"

Mrs'D:"Akhokodwaapha!(Nobuts!)

KonawhyareyoumakingLunathi

carrythebaby?Awunangqondo

kodwaAsenathi!(Youhavenobrains

Asenathi!)"

Ase:"MamawhatdidIdotoyou

today?WasIinyournightmare

maybe?"



Mrs'D:"Khawuyekeukundibuza

bubhanxawena(stopaskingme

stupidquestions)Youneedtogoand

checkuponyourbrother'sgirlfriend."

ShetookChulufromme.

Ase:"Whichbrother?Causetheyare

allmarried."

Mrs'D:"USipho,uzenalantombazana

uLisanda(hecamewiththatgirl

Lisanda)"



Ase:"Lusandamama!"

Mrs'D:"samething,justwithdifferent

vowels!"

Ase:"Heh!TshisaMambhele!"

Mrs'D:"Mxm.Let'sgoinside

bantabam(mykids)"

Me:"MahwhendidBhut'Siphoarrive?"

Mrs'D:"Lastnight.Eyythatoneisjust

bringingusproblemsmarnayy!"She



turnedonherheelsandleft.

Me:"Ican'tbelievethatSiphoishere!

WithLusandanogal?"

Ase:"mnaI'mstillshockedbyyour

motherinlaw'sbehaviour.Ihaven't

seenthissideofherinmonths."

Mrs'D:"Izanimarn!(Comemarn!)"We

quicklyrushedbehindher.

○



°•SIVUYILE•°

AsthenightfallIbegantodisappear

moreandmoreintomyownworldof

thoughts.AllIcouldthinkaboutwas

thechildthatIlost,thechildInever

gottoholdwithmyhands.Iwas

nevergrantedtheopportunitytobea

fathertothatchild.Iwouldhavebeen

thereeverystepofthewayduring

Lunathi'spregnancy.Iwouldhave

beentheretofeedhercravings,listen

tohertantrums,beherpunchingbag,

catertoherhighlibido.Everything

sheneededwasgoingtobeprovided

forherduringthepregnancy!ButI



nevergottheopportunityto

experiencethat.WhyLord?

Me:"Why?!KutheninindijikeleMazizi

amahle?!(Whyhaveyouturnedyour

backsonmemybeautiful

ancestors?!)"IthrewtheJohnnie

walkerbottlethatwasinmyhandon

thewall,Istaggeredbackwardsand

fellflatonmyass,beforeIknewit

loudsobsescapedmymouthas

tearsflowedlikeariver.

ThisisworstpainIhaveeverfelt!

•

•
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Asperthequeen'sinstructionIwas

coopedupinmyroomunderthe

coversthewholefreakenday,Iwas

soboredbecauseAsenathiwasno

wheretobefoundandChuluhas

officiallyturnedonme.Imeanthe

girlhasbeenstucktoher

grandmother'shipsincewegothere

andIhaven'theardanycomplains

abouther,whichmeanssheis

behavingherself.Thisisnoton,Iam

boredoutofmymindandnoone

seemstocareaboutme,wellexcept

thequeenwhokeepscomingto

checkuponmeeverysecond,I'm

sayingeverysecondcauseshe's



beeninhereformorethantentimes.

Imustsayhernicebehaviourisreally

freakingmeout.

"Kothikothi(knockknock)"she

alwaysknocksbeforeshecomesin.

Me:"Comein."Sheenteredwithatray

offoodandajugofjuice.

Mrs'D:"Ibroughtyoudinner."

Me:"ThankyouMah."Sheplacediton

thesideboard.InsteadofleavingasI



hopedshewould,shesatdownonthe

bed.

Mrs'D:"Lunathimntanam,IknowI

haven'tbeenagoodmothertoyou

especiallyafteryoulostyourown

mother.Iwassoconsumedwithmy

ownjealouslythatIlostsightofthe

factthatyouarehurtingandthatyou

needamothernotamonsterinlaw,

andforthatIdoapologisemychild.I

shouldn'thavecarriedmyselfinthe

manner,itwasinappropriateandvery

unforgivable.Ihopeyouwillfindin

yourhearttoforgivethisbitterold

cow."Ichuckled.



Me:"YouarecertainlynotacowMah.

Ifyoumustknow,Ilongforgaveyou.

I'veneverreallybeenonetoholda

grudge."

Mrs'D:"OhtrustmeI'macow.The

wayItreatedyouwashorribleand

that'snotthekindofpersonIam.

LikeIsaidIwasconsumedby

jealousy,butI'velearntmylesson

now."

Me:"Jealousy?Whatwereyoujealous

about?"



Mrs'D:"Youmychild.Iwasjealous

thattherewasanotherchosenonein

thepalace,notjustabasicchosen

butonewhocomeswithgreatness.

Satanhadmebythewashingmy

child."Ilaughedalittle"Hehdon't

laughmychild,Iwaspossessed."I

laughedagain

Me:"Ifthat'sthecasethen,IguessI

willexcuseyourbehaviourthenMah."

Shelaughed.

Mrs'D:"Butjokesaside,Idohumbly



apologisemychild.Ipromisefrom

nowon,Iwillbethemotherthatyou

deserve.IknowIwon'treplaceyour

momorfeelinthevoidthatshehas

left,butIwilltrymybesttogiveyoua

mother'slove."IsmiledasIsawthe

sincerityinhereyes.

Me:"ThankyouMah."

Mrs'D:"Ih-..."

"Heh!Wondersshallneverend!"She

saidasshebudgeintotheroomwith

aplateoffoodinherhand.



Mrs'D:"Yeeyewena!Whatever

happenedtoknocking?"

Ase:"SorryMah,therewasnotimefor

that.Ijustsawsomething

disturb,wellrathersmeltit."

Me:"Whatareyoutalkingabout?"

Ase:"Mamzowhydidn'tyoutellme

thatyouareharbouringahomeless

personinthathutnextto

MaNdeka's?"



Mrs'D:"Homelessperson?"

Ase:"Yes,thewayitstinksinsidethat

hut,Lordhavemercy!Doesn'tthe

personintherebath?"

Mrs'D:"HaiboAsenathi!Iput

airfreshnersintherenje."

Ase:"Welltheyarenothelpingkesisi.

Kona,sincewhendoyoutakein

homelesspeoplethatstink?"



Mrs'D:"That'snotahomelessperson

wenamarn!It'syourbrother's

girlfriendLisanda."

Me:"LusandaMah."

Mrs'D:"Mxm!"

Ase:"That'sLusandainthathut?Hay

mamayouarejoking!"

Mrs'D:"Iamnotketana."

Ase:"What'sgoingonwithher?"



Mrs'D:"Eyywedon'tknow.

Apparentleyshe'ssick."

Ase:"Kengoku,whydidbhutibringher

here?Thisisnotahospitalmos!"

Mrs'D:"Ayymntanam!"Sheshrugged

Ase:"Comeonmama,Iknowyou

know.Sospillthebeanswoman!"

Mrs'D:"Youdidn'thearthisfromme

ke."Wequicklynodded."Kalokuusisi



loshewasinadisturbingcondition

whentheyarrivedherelastnight,well

shestillisinthatcondition."

Me:"Whatconditionisthat?"

Mrs'D:"Shehassoresalloverher

body,andontheotherhandshe's

blind."Weexclaimedinshock.

"Niyadlalanina!SheisrottenIam

tellingyou!Shehassmallworms

comingoutofthosesoreandbythe

looksofthingstheyareeatingherup

thewayshe'sinagonyngakhona!"



Ase:"MyGod!Whendidallofthis

happencausethelasttimewesaw

hershewasokay,wellmaybenot

okaybecauseshewasblindbutshe

didn'thaveanysores."

Mrs'D:"AccordingtoSiphowhenthey

wokeup3daysagoshehad

sores,thenthenextdaysshehad

thosewormscomingoutofher.

Yuuuhakanukibantabam!(theway

shesmells!)"

Me:"Thisisbadyoh!"



Ase:"It'skarma!"

Mrs'D:"Karmayantoninawena?(What

karma?)"

Ase:"Thatwomanisveryevilmama,I

wouldn'tbesurprisediftheseareher

sinscatchingupwithher."Mah

clappedonce!

Mrs'D:"Yoh!I'veneverseen

somethinglikethatinmyentirelife.

Shelookshorrible,shedoesn'teven

havestrengthtotalk."



Ase:"I'mstillaskingthesame

question,whyisshehere?"

Mrs'D:"YesterdaySiphocalledthe

Kinginforminghimaboutthe

situationthatthegirlisin,theking

theninsistedthathebringsherhere

sothatMaNdekacanhelphersince

hethinksthishassomethingtodo

withwitchcraft."

Me:"MyGod!I'mjustimagininghow

herbodylooks."Mybodyshookas

mybloodwentcold.



Mrs'D:"Itsasightthatyoudon'twant

toseemntanam."

Me:"SowhenisMaNdekagoingto

attendtoher?"

Mrs'D:"Assoonasshecomesback

fromtheforest."

Ase:"Andwhenwillthatbe?CauseI

can'tstandthefactthatIam

breathingthesameairwiththat

plasticgirl."



Mrs'D:"She'scomingbacktomorrow.

Hopefullyshewillattendtoher

tomorrow.Ialsodon'twantherhere

inmypalace!Butbecausesheis

Sipho'sgirlfriendanduhm..shegave

birthtomygrandchildwehadto

assisther."

Ase:"Icannotbelievethatthisis

happening."

Me:"meeither."



Mrs'D:"Speakingofwhich,Ineedto

ensurethatthemaidshavesenther

food."

Ase:"Haibomama?"

Mrs'D:"Yintoni?(What?)OrDidyou

wanttotakeittoheryourself?"

Ase:"Hellno!"

Mrs'D:"Thulakeuyekeuku'nyaboza'.

Futhithedayaftertomorrowyour

brothersarecominghome."Ase



rolledhereyes.

Ase:"Youdidn'thavetotellmethat."

Mrs'D:"Ijustwantedyoutoknowso

thatyouprepareyourself

emotionally."

Ase:"Idon'tneedto.Iamdonetrying

toimpressthosepeoplemnadabs."

Mrs'D:"Hah!I'mbacktobeingdabs

nowthatIamtellingyouaboutyour

brothers?"



Ase:"Icallwithwhatevercomesfirst

tomymind,naweuyazi(youknow

that)"

Mrs'D:"Youneedtocorrectthatke

sisi,sticktoonetitle.AndifIlike

'mama'."

Ase:"YouwantMaNdlovutoskinme

alivendiyabona(Isee).Icanonlycall

youthatijprivate."MaNdlovuisher

mother.



Mrs'D:"Ahhh!Mandikuyeke

mntanam(letmeleaveyoualonemy

child)"

Ase:"Youknowhowdramaticsheis."

Mrs'D:"Ido.Letmegoback

downstairsandseeifSiphoandhe's

fatherarenotbackyet."Shestoodup

andmadeherleave.Shestoppedat

thedoorandlookedatAse"and

wenamakesurethatyoudon'tdirty

Lunathi'sroomwiththatfood."She

leftandclosedthedoorbehindher.



Ase:"What'swrongwithhertoday?

She'steamLunathinowallofa

sudden."

Me:"Shedidapologisefortheway

she'sbeentreatingme,andshewants

ustostartonacleanslate."

Ase:"Finally!Iwasgettingtiredofthe

animosityshehadtowardsyou."

Me:"MetooI'mgladshe'sbackto

beingthewomanshewaswhenI

firstmether."



Ase:"Ithinkthemiscar-..."

Me:"Geezdoeseverythinghavetobe

aboutthestupidmiscarriage?!"I

snapped.

Ase:"HaiboLunathi."Isighed.

Me:"Sorry,Ijustdon'tlikehowyou

alwayswanttoincludethe

miscarriageineverysinglethingthat

wetalkabout."



Ase:"Lunathiyousaythatyouare

fine,butthewayyousnapwhenI

bringITupspeaksvolumes.Maybe

youshouldtalktosomeoneabout

this,nextthingweknowyouwill

snappingateveryoneforeverylittle

thingtheysay."

Me:"Thatwon'thappen.Idon'tneed

totalktoanyoneaboutanything.I've

movedonfromthisandI'd

appreciateitifyoudothesame."She

lookedatmeandshookherhead.

Ase:"Fineifyousayso."



Wesatinsilenceassheateherfood,

Iwasn'thungryanymoresoIjustsat

thereandwatchedhereat."Doyou

wantmetobringChuluhere....or?"

Me:"No,she'sfinewithher

grandmother."

Ase:"Alright,goodnightthengirl."

Me:"Night."Shestoodupandleft.It's

goingtobealongnight,I'mallalone

inthismassivebed...whichreminds

me,Ihaven'tspokentoSivuyileever

sinceIgothere.Ineedtocalland



checkuponhim.Itookmyphone

anddialedhisnumbers,itrangto

voicemail.Maybehe'salready

sleeping,butnoitcan'tbehedoesn't

usuallysleepthisearly.Itried

again,andtherewasstillnoanswer.I

couldn'thelpbutletmythoughts

wondertoanawfulplace.Whatif

he'swithawoman?No!Hewouldn't

dothattomeagain,right?"Okaylet

metrythehousephone."Icalledthe

housetelephonebutitrang

unanswered,Itriedacoupleoftimes

butIstillgotthesameresults."He

promisedhewon'tdoitagain."My

thoughtswerewhylingoutofcontrol.



Idecidedtosendhimatext.

"Ihopeyouarenotouttherecheating

becauseifyouare,Iamgoingtokill

you!"Iswitchedoffmyphoneand

threwitonthebed.

○

"Wakeywakeysleepyhead."

Me:"Haimarn!"ImoanedasAse

openedupthecurtains.



Ase:"Wakeup!"

Me:"Whatdoyouwant?"

Ase:"Yourcompany."ShehadChulu

onherwaist

Me:"It'ssoearlyinthemorning

Asenathi,gobothersomeoneelse

tuu."

Ase:"Youarecrazy,it'shalfpastone

intheafternoon."Ijumpedup



Me:"What?!Whydidn'tanyonewake

meup?"

Ase:"Asifyourselfappointedbody

guardwouldallowustodothat."I

lookedatherconfused.

"Dabawo(Sivuyile'smom)"

Me:"Ohhh.Youshouldhavewoken

meupthough.Ican'tbesleeping

untilthistimeinmyhusband

home,Gosh!Mymomwouldbeso

disappointedinmerightnow."Iwas

makingthebed.



Ase:"Calmdown,youneededtorest."

IknowIdid,butit'sembarrassing.I

onlymanagedtosleepat5o'clock

thismorning,mymindwastoo

occupiedformetosleep.

Me:"I'msoembarrassedrightnow."

Ase:"There'snothingtobe

embarrassedabout.Ifitwasupto

dabsyouwouldsleep-inthewhole

entiredaywithnodisturbance.She

onlyallowedmetocomeuphere

becausethelittlemissherewas

cryingforyou."Ilookedatlittle



toddleronherhipandsmiled.

Me:"Ithoughtshewasstillenjoying

beingwithherGranny."

Ase:"Thatdidn'tlastlong."Chuluheld

outherhandstome,Imovedtothe

othersideofthebedandfixedit.

"Takeher."

Me:"uhm...youcanputheronthe

floor."Shegavemeaweirdlook.

Ase:"HaiboNathi,sincewhenyou



don'tlikecarryingChulu?"Icleared

mythroat.

Me:"It'snotthat,I'mjustbusyfixing

thebed."

Ase:"Themaidscandothat."

Me:"Ihavetogotakeabath."She

lookedatmeforawhile

Ase:"Okay."Iquicklyrushedtothe

bathroomandclosedthedoorbefore

lettingoutahugebreath.Istood



thereforaminutegatheringmy

thoughts.

Itookoffmyclothesandgotintothe

shower.

"Ohhyouarestillhere?"Iwaswalking

infromthebathroom.Itookoutmy

toiletriesandlotionedmybody.She

wassittingontheedgeofthebed

withChuluonherlap.

Ase:"NathiamIcrazyoryoudon't

wanttocarryyourchildforreal?"I

chuckled.



Me:"Youarecrazy.Iwascarryingher

yesterdaymos."

Ase:"Onlybecauseshewascrying.

Shesatwithmethroughtheentire

triptohere,youjustkeptonignoring

her."

Me:"that'snottrue."

Ase:"Isn'tit?"

Me:"It'snot.Whywouldn'tIwantto

carrymydaughter?"



Ase:"Idon'tknow,youtellme."I

swallowedhard.

Me:"Youarejustbeingcrazy."

Ase:"AmI?Lunathiyouneedtodo

somethingaboutthisbeforethings

getworse."

Me:"Fine,I'lltakeherwhenwego

downstairs."

Ase:"I'mnottalkingaboutthat.Iam



talkingaboutyourbehaviourin

general."

Me:"There'snothingwrongwithme."

Ase:"Soyoukeepsaying."Shestood

upwithChuluandwalkedout.I

sighedoutofrelief.

○

°•SIVUYILE•°

ThismorningIwokeupwitha



poundingheadache.Idon'tknowhow

muchIdranklastnight,butjudgingby

thelooksofthingsIreallywenthard

onthebottle.IfitwasuptomeI

wouldstillbesleepingrightnow,but

becauseIhaveaflighttocatchIhave

togo.ThankheavensthatJohnmy

bodyguardwasabletowakemeup

ontime.

IleftthekeywithJohnbeforedriving

offtotheairport.

FewhourslaterwegottotheXhosa

Kingdom,Iwasreallyhappyabout

beingathome.Thisisplacehas



somethingpeacefulaboutit,and

that'sexactlywhatIneedright

now,peace.Peaceofmind.Ijumped

offthecarandlookedaroundfora

bit.BeforeIknewitmomcameout

thepalaceululuating.

Mom:"Thizauthunjanawam

bethuna!(mylastborn)!"Shecameto

meandgavemethewarmesthug

ever,Ifeltlikecryingmyeyeballs

out,butI'vecriedenough.Fora

man,yesI'vecriedenough."Unjani

Toto?"Ilookedather."HayYintoni?

Tomeyouarestillababy."Ismiled



Me:"I'mfineBhelekazi,howareyou?"

Mom:"Couldyouandyourwifestop

withthisIamfinebusiness?It's

reallyirritatingthelifeoutofme!"I

haven'tevensetfootinsidethe

palaceandI'malreadybeingshouted

at,welcometomylife!"Youneedto

learnhowtotalkaboutyourfeelings

marn!Notthis'Iamfine'bullshit."

Hawu.Silence!

Me:"Doyouthinkthatsheisfine?"I

askedafteracoupleofsecondsof



silence.

Mom:"No,shesaysthatsheisfine

butfromwhatIgatheredfromAse

sheisnotfine."

Me:"Idon'tthinkthatthismiscarriage

hasaffectedher,ifanythingshe

seemscoolwiththefactthatwe

havelostachild."

Mom:"Nowomaninthisentireworld

iseverhappyaboutmiscarryinga

baby.She'sbuildingupawalltohide

herrealfeelingsandIamafraidthat



whenthatwallcomescrashingdown,

wewon'tbeabletohandleher."

Me:"Mama,Ihavenotseehersheda

tear,notevenonce.She's

smiling,laughingandtellingjokes.

That'snotsomeonewho'sgrieving."

Mom:"Wegrieveindifferentways

son.Thatmightbehercoping

mechanism.Ifeellikethatchildhas

beenthroughsomuchandIam

talkingaboutthisyearonly,shehas

beenthroughalottoapointwhere

shefeelslikeshe'simmuneto



sadnessorheartbreak.Andnooneis

immunetothat,henceIamsaying

whenthegrieffinallybreaksthrough

thewallsthatsheisbuilding,it's

goingtobehardtocomforther."I

sighed.

Me:"Ididn'tthinkofitthatway."

Mom:"It'sunderstandble,youjust

tookwhatshe'sgivingyou.Youare

alsofocusingonyourownpainthat

youarefailingtoconfrontherown

painthatshe'shidingbehindthose

smilesandlaughs."



Me:"Ithinksotoo,I'mjustsobroken

Mah.Myheartisbleeding."

Mom:"Iknowmybaby,andit'sstilla

freshwound.ButIneedyoutotalkto

yourwife,forcehertoconfrontthe

painthatsheisfeeling.Sheneedsto

cryandgrieveaboutthis,sothatshe

canbeabletomoveonfromit."

Me:"HowMah?"

Mom:"Youwillfigureitoutson."I



sighed

Me:"Whereissherightnow?"

Mom:"Inyourroom,shejustcame

backfromthemallwithAsenathi."

Me:"Alright,letmegoseeher."

Mom:"Okaybaby."

Me:"Ohhhandcanyoupleasecharge

myphone."Ihandedhermyphone

andthecharger.Wewalkedinside



thehouse,Iwentstraightuptomy

room.Ienteredwithoutknocking,she

wassittingonthebedwithherback

facingthedoor.Shehadaphoneon

herear,indicatingthatshewas

makingacallorshewasonthe

phonewithsomeone.

Lunathi:"Sivuyileweh!Ifyoudon't

wanttobemarriedanymorewhy

don'tyousaysoinsteadofswitching

ofyourdamnphone!Callmeassoon

asyougetthismessageorelseyou

won'tfindmeherebythetimeyou

decidetoshowup.Nxah!"Shestood

upandthrewherphoneonthebed,



sherubbedherfacewithherhands

beforeshelookedupandnoticed

thatIwasintheroom.

Me:"Heybaby."ThestareIgotcould

easilysendmetothegrave.

Lunathi:"Sivuyile?"

Me:"Baby?"

Lunathi:"Sivuyile?"

Me:"Babe?"



Lunathi:"Doyoustillwantmeasyour

wife?"

Me:"OfcourseIdo."

Lunathi:"Thenwhythehellwereyou

notansweringyourphonelastnight?!

AndwhenItriedcallingagainthis

morningitwasoff!Evennow,it'sstill

off!"

Me:"Baby,Ihadmisplacedmyphone

lastnight."



Lunathi:"Stoplying!Sivuyileareyou

cheatingonme?"Shewasmad

pissed.

Me:"What?Lunathihowcouldyou

askmethat?"

Lunathi:"Areyou?"Ichuckledin

disbelief."Youareevenlaughing!It's

niceneh?Youjustgotanewpussy!

WhySivuyile?Howcouldyoudothat

tome?Why?IsitbecauseIwasn't

womanenoughtocarryyourbaby?Is

itbecauseofthemisca...-"She



swallowed,astearsstartedcoming

downherface.

Me:"Hehhaywenauphambene

struu(Youarecrazy!)"Iwaspissed

off.Pissedthatshewouldthinkso

lowofme.

Lunathi:"I'mcrazy?!Whataboutyou

whogoesoutthereshovingyourdick

ineveryvaginathatyoucome

across."

Sivuyile:"FutsekLunathi!Futsek

uyeva?!(Youhearme?)IfIcheatedon



youasyousay,maybeit'sbecauseI

wanttoforgetaboutthepainthatI

amfeeling!Iwanttodistress!"

Lunathi:"Ididn'tknowthat'showwe

dealwithpain!Ifthat'sthecasethen

maybeIshouldalsogooutthereand

getmyselfsomerandomdicksince

youarenottheonlyonewholosta

child!!"Bothourvoiceswerehigh.We

werebothbeingtakenbythe

emotions.

Me:"ButIamtheonlyonewho's

feelingthepain!!"



Lunathi:"Excuseme?AndIamnot?!"

Me:"Youarenotactinglikesomeone

whojustlostachildLunathi!Youare

somewhathappythatthishappened!

Iknowthatyoudon'twanttohave

kidsyetbutIdidn'tthinkitwouldget

toapointwhereyoudon'tevenfeel

botheredbymiscarryingone!What

kindofpersonareyou?!Youareone

fuckedupheartlesshumanbeing!!"I

yelled.

Lunathi:"Takethatback!"Shewalked



uptome."Isaidtakeitback!!"She

startedpunchingmychestwhile

crying."Takeitback!!Iamnot

heartless!Iamnotheartless!"I

grabbedherhandsandbroughther

tomychestandshewailed.Ibrushed

herback.Icalmeddownabit

Me:"That'sit,letitalloutbaby."Her

crywascalmingmedown.

Lunathi:"WhydidGodtakehimaway

fromus?IsitbecauseIsaidIwasnot

readytohaveababy?OrwasInot

womanenoughtocarryit?Why?!



Why?!"Shecriedsomemore.Iledher

downtothefloorandsatflatonmy

buttasIhuggedhertight."Iwas

goingtolovehimeventhoughI

wasn'treadyforhim.Iwasgoingto

protecthimandcareforhim.I

wantedhim,IknowIsaidIdidn't,butI

did."

Me:"Shhhhit'salrightbaby,

everythinghappensforareason."I

saidwithabreakingvoice.

Lunathi:"IthurtssobadSivuyile!It

hurts!"



Me:"Iknowbaby,Iknowmylove."I

wipedthetearsthewereaboutto

flowdownmyface."Wearegoingto

getthroughthis,together.There'sno

needtoactstrongnowmylove."She

carriedoncrying.

ThisisallIwantedfromher.Herto

showemotion.Iwantedtoknowand

feelherpain,andthat'sexactlywhatI

amfeelingrightnow.Ifeellikewe

sharethesamepain,unlikethelast

fewdays,itfeltlikeIwasaloneinall

ofthisbutnowIknowweare

together.



Aftercryingforawhile,shefinally

calmeddown.Wejumpedonthebed

andIspoonedherfrombehind.

Me:"I'msorry."Isaidafteralong

silence.Ikissedthebackofherneck.

Lunathi:"No,I'mtheonewho'ssorry."

Shehadablockednoseandhiccups.

"Andthankyou."

Me:"Forwhat?"



Lunathi:"MakingmerealisethepainI

wasrunningawayfrom.Itwasgoing

tocatchupwithmesoonerorlater."

Me:"I'mjustgladthatyouarefinally

grieving."

Lunathi:"I'vebeenavoidingit.Ikept

ontellingmyselfthatIamokayand

thatiwasn'treadyforachildanyway

andmaybethatthisisablessingin

disguise,butthepainwassilently

eatingmeaway.DoyouknowthatI

haven'tbeenabletoholdChulu?And

it'sallbecauseofmyselfishness."



Shesniffed.

Me:"Nobaby,wealldealwithpainin

differentways."

Lunathi:"Iknow,butthiswasgoingto

affectus,itwasgoingtoaffectour

daughterandthat'snotright."

Me:"Let'sletallofthatgo,andfocus

onthepresent.Wearegoingtoget

throughthistogetherasaunit.God

willblessuswithmorebabiesinthe

future,maybeinthenextcoupleof

monthsyouwillbepregnant



again,whoknows?"Sheclearedher

throat.

Lunathi:"uhmSivuyile,there's

somethingIneedtotellyou."

Me:"I'mlistening."

Lunathi:"I'monbirthcontrol."

Me:"What?!"

Lunathi:"BabyI'mnotreadyforababy.

Especiallyafterthemiscarriage.



WhatifIhaveanotherone,then

what?"Iclearedthelumpinmythroat

Me:"It'salrightmylove,Iunderstand."

Idon't.

Lunathi:"Iknewyouwould."Ineedto

dosomethingaboutthis.

Me:"Uhmletmegoandcheckupon

Chulu,Ihaven'tseenhersinceIgot

here."Iattemptedtogetup

Lunathi:"No!Pleasedon'tleave



alone....justholdmeforawhile,will

you?"

Me:"Gladly."Ibroughthercloseme

againandheldherfordearlife.We

weregoingtobejustokay.Myheart

wasatpeace.
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°•SIVUYILE•°

IsmiledasIlookedather,hereyes

wereclosedandshewassnoring

lightly.Shelookedgorgeous,my

gorgeousstubbornwife,soontobe

motherofmychild.Iknowshe'son

birthcontrolbutsoonshewillbe



carryingmyseedcomehellorhigh

water.Ileanedinaplantedakisson

herlips,shemoanedalittlebefore

openinghereyesslowly.

Lunathi:"Thereisnopeacewhenyou

arearound."Ichuckled.

Me:"Iwasn'twakingyouup.Youare

theonewhochosetowakeup."

Lunathi:"Whatdidyouthinkwas

goingtohappenwhenyoukissed

me?"



Me:"nothing,becauseyousometimes

sleeplikeadeadperson."She

laughed.Ismiled.

Lunathi:"Quitstaring."

Me:"ILoveyou."Sheblushed.

Lunathi:"Iloveyoumorebaby."We

sharedabriefkiss."Sowhendoes

thecleansingtakeplace?"

Me:"Idon'tknow,maybetomorrow.I



didn'tseeMaNdekawhenIarrived

yazi."

Lunathi:"Ohhshe'sattheforest,well

she'ssupposedtobecomingback

today."

Me:"Maybeshe'salreadybackcause

it'slatenow."

Lunathi:"Iwonderifshe'sgoingto

attendtomefirstorLusanda."

Me:"Lusanda?WhichLusandaare



youtalkingabout?"

Lunathi:"Yourbabymomma."Igave

herastare."Sipho'sgirlfriend."She

saidwhilelaughing.

Me:"Whatdoesshewanthere?

Matteroffactwhogaveher

permissiontocomehere?"Iwas

gettingangry.

Lunathi:"ShecamewithSipho."

Me:"What?"Igotoffthebedandwore



myshoes."Theyaregoingtoknow

mewelltoday!"Iopenedthedoorand

gotoutbeforeslammingitclose.

○

°•BOITUMELO•°

Mymindwasstillindazeafterthe

wayheleftthedoor.Ididn'twantto

followbehindhimbutthewayheleft

IknewIhadto.Ijumpedoffthebed

andworemysleepersandleftthe

room.Iranallthewaydownthe

stairsandrushedtowhereIcould



hearvoices.

"Sivuyilestopit!"MrsDsaidasI

walkedinthedinningarea.

Sivuyile:"Nomama!Iwanttoknow

whatishedoingherewithher?!Why

didhebringherhere?"

Sipho:"Sheismygirlfriend,shegoes

whereverIgo!"

Sivuyile:"Nothere!!"Hewasfuming

andIwassoconfusedwhyhewas



soangry."Iwantheroutofthis

Kingdom,nottomorrowtonight!"

Mr'D:"Sivuyile,yihlanyana(calmdown

son)wecan'tkickherout."

Sivuyile:"Whythehellnot?!"Iwalked

towardshim

Me:"Sivuyile!What'sgoingon?"

Sivuyile:"Stepasidebaby.Iwantthat

witchoutofhere!Ifyoudon'tgether

outin5minutesIwilldoitmyself!"



Me:"Sivuyilesheissick!Shecannot

leave."

Sivuyile:"Idon'tcare!Idon'twanther

anywherenearmyfamily!"

Sipho:"She'salsopartofthisfamily!"

Sivuyile:"Inyourdreams!Sheisnota

partofitandshewillneverbe!"

Mrs'D:"What'swrongwithyouwena?!

Whyareyousoangryatyour



brother?"

Sivuyile:"Hebroughtthatbitchhere

mama!"MrsDslappedhisshoulder

Mrs'D:"Whereyourespect?Rha!That

girlisnotgoinganywhereuntilsheis

healed."

Sivuyile:"Oh...wewillseeaboutthat."

Hestompedout.

Mrs'D:"Whatiswrongwiththatboy?"

Siphostoodupandranafterhim."Go



talktohimmybaby."Isighedbefore

runningafterthem.Theywere

outside.

Sivuyile:"Whereisshe?!"Hewas

walkingaroundtheyard."Wherethe

fuckisshe?!"Helookedlikeamad

person,Iwasgettingscared.He

walkeduptohisbrother."Wheredid

youhidethatwitch?"

Sipho:"Don'tyoudarecallherthat!"

Sivuyile:"Youareright,she'snota

witchshe'samurderer!"Apunch



landedonhisjaw."That'smygi-..."

Sivuyile'sfistcollidedwithSipho's

face.BeforeIcouldblink,itwasafull

onwrestlingmatch.Ikepton

screamingforthemtostopbutitwas

allinvain.AllIcouldseewerefists

flyingacross!

Me:"Tata!!"ForthefirsttimeeverI

calledtheking'tata'"Stopit!Stop

fighting!"Theykeptonthrowing

blowsateachother."Guards!

Guards!"Iscreamedmylungsout.

Theguardsfinallyarrivedand

managedtobreakthefight.The



parentswerealreadyoutsidestaring

attheminshockandanger.

Mr'D:"Whatthehelliswrongwithyou

makwedini?!(boys)"heroaredin

anger.Thetwoguyswerebreathing

heavilyinthearmsoftheguards.

"Niphambene?!Sivuyile!(Areyou

crazy?!Sivuyile!Sipho!)WhoI'mtheir

rightmindsfightinapalace?!Have

younorespectforroyalty?!Wheredo

youthinkthisis?!WWE

smackdown?!"I'veneverseenhim

thisangrybefore,hellI'veneverheard

himraisehisvoice.



Sipho:"uxolotata(sorrydad)"

Mr'D:"Niyandiqhela

makwedini!NizenzaoJohnCena

noRomanReignskwam?!(Youare

gettingfamiliarwithmeboys!You

areturningtoJohnCenaandRoman

ReignsinmyPalace?!)"Iheard

giggles,Iturnedonlytofindthesister

standingafar.

Mrs'D:"nilwelwantoninanina?!(Why

areyoufighting?!)"Theykeptquiet.

"Ndiyathethaandisuzi!(I'mtalkingnot



farting!)"

Sivuyile:"Uxolomama(sorrymom)"

Mrs'D:"ndibuzeumbuzo,andifunanga

xololwakhomna!(Iaskedaquestion,

Ididnotaskforyourapology!)"

Mr'D:"Kuthindibavuthululenge

mvubukungoku!(Ifeellikehitting

themwithasjambokrightnow!)"

Sipho:"HaiboTata!"



Mr'D:"nyaibonyanya!Futsek!!"He

wasreallypissed."Isthisawayto

conductyourselvesasDlamini

men?!"Theyshooktheirheadsno.

"Kengoku?!Kutheninisilwa?!(So?

Whyareyoufighting?!)"Theykept

quiet."Iwillnotaskagaindammit!!"

Sipho:"Hecalledmygirlfriendawitch

andamurderer."

Mr'D:"Sivuyile?Didyoudothat?"

Sivuyile:"YesIdid!"



Mr'D:"Whywouldyousaythat?"

Sivuyile:"Becausesheisamurderer."

Siphoattemptedtobreakfreefrom

theguards'hold,buttheyheldhim

tight.

Mr'D:"Whodidshemurder?"

Sivuyile:"Mychild!Shemurderedmy

unbornchild!"Hesaidwithabreaking

voice.Weallexclaimedinshock.I

can'tbelievehe'smakingsuch



allegations.

Me:"Baby!"Myvoicewasalso

breaking.Iwalkedtowardshim.

Mr'D:"Makoti!"

Mrs'D:"MyekeTata."

Me:"Lethimgo."Theyreleasedhim.I

heldhischeeksandlookedintohis

glossyeyes."Baby,youcannotsay

thingslikethis.Iknowthatyouare

stillhurtandtryingtoacceptour



loss,andmaybeyouthinkblaming

someoneforitwilleasethepainbut

itwon'tmylove.Ifanythingitwill

makemattersworse,youcan'tblame

yourbrother'sgirlfriendforthis,I

won'tallowyoutoruinsucha

beautifulbrotherhoodthatyouhave

allbecauseofheartbreak.Ifyouwant

toblamesomeoneforthis

miscarriageblamemebaby,I'mthe

onewhowascarryingthechild.

Blameme,don'tbreakthefamily

apartbecauseofthis.Blameme

please."Ibrokedown.Hepulledme

intoahug.



Sivuyile:"Itwasherbaby,Ipromise

you.She'stheonewhokilledour

child!Iswearonmylife!"Ipushed

him

Me:"Sivuyilestopit!Juststopokay!If

wewanttohealandmoveonfrom

this,youneedtostopallofthis!"

Sivuyile:"I'msorry,Ican't.Sheis

responsibleforthemiscarriage!

Believemesheis!"Ilookedathis

tearyeyesagain,hereallybelieved

whathewassaying.



Me:"Buthow?"

Sivuyile:"Thecake."Iopenedmyeyes

wideasIcametotherealisation

Me:"No!"Henodded.Ishookmyhead,

Ididn'twanttobelievethatmybaby

wasmurdered.

Sivuyile:"NowyouunderstandwhyI

amangry?"Inoddedslightly

Me:"Whatdowedo?"



Sivuyile:"I'mgoingtomakeherpay!

NoonespillsaDlaminibloodandget

awaywithit!"Hesaidalittlelouder

Mr'D:"Son!Thoseareserious

allegationsthatyouarethrowing

around."

Sivuyile:"IknowTata!Iwouldn'tbe

sayingallofthisifitwasn'ttrue."

Mr'D:"Canwejustgobackinsideand

talkaboutthiscalmly."



Sipho:"Talk?TalkaboutwhatTata?!

Don'ttellmeyoubelievethebullthat

iscomingourofhismouth?!"

Mr'D:"Son,Ijustwanttogettothe

bottomofthis."

Sipho:"Bullshit!Youbelievehim!Why

amInotsurprised!Youalways

choosehimoverme!You'vechoosen

himwhenwewereyoungandyouare

doingitagainevenwhenIampartof

thefamily!Whenwillyoueverputme

first?Huh?You'vealwayslovedhim

morethanme!"



Mr'D:"Sonthat'snottrue!"

Sipho:"WhatdoIhavetodotoearn

yourloveandloyalty?Huh?!...you

knowwhat?Iamdone!Iamdone

withyou!AndIamdonewiththis

family!AllIeverwantedwastohave

abiglovingfamily,butIguessI'mnot

goingtogetthathere!"Hebrokefree

fortheguardandwalkedaway

Mrs'D:"Sipho!Sipho!"Heignoredher

andwalkedtowardsMaNdeka'shut.



Lulama:"Whatthefuckjust

happened?"Ialsodon'tknow.

Mrs'D:"Tatamlandeleplease!(Follow

himplease!)"IlookedatSivuyilethe

angerhadvanished,helookedsad

andhurt.

MrDranafterSipho,Sivuyilelooked

atmebeforeheranafterthem.I

hopehewasgoingthereforhis

brotherandnottoattackhis

girlfriend."Let'sgoinsidemy

children."Wewalkedinsideandwent

tositatthelounge.Thisisavery

emotionalnight.



Lumka:"idramaengaka

kwaDlamini(Somuchdramainthe

Dlaminis)"tellmeaboutit.

Me:"Whendidyouguysgethere?"

Lulama:"Soonafteryourmanarrived.

Wewa-..."

Lumka:"HaiboAse,areyoucrying?"

Sheinterrupted.

Ase:"No!"Shequicklywipedherface.



Mrs'D:"Ndondo?Youarecrying.

Kuthenisisi?(What'swrong?)"She

shookherheadandranout."What's

goingoninthispalacetoday?!"

Lulama:"Namndixakekile(I'malso

confused.)"

Wesatintheloungeforsometime

waitingforthementocomeback.I

foronewashoppingthattheysort

outtheirdifferencestonight,Idon't

wanttheirrelationshiptoberuinedall

becauseofmeregirl,agirlfriend

nogalnotevenawife!WhenSipho



saidallofthosethingsifelthim,I

couldfeelthattheywerecoming

fromdeepwithinhim.Hewasvoicing

outabitofwhathe'sbeenfeelingfor

almosthisentirelife.

Theyfinallycamebackafter30long

minutes.Siphodidnotevensaya

wordhejustwentuptohisroom,I'm

assuming.

Mrs'D:"Andthen?"Thetwomen

joinedusinthelounge.

Mr'D:"Ispoketohim."Hesighed.



Mrs'D:"And?"

Mr'D:"Thatboyishurting.Heisreally

hurtingandIhaven'tbeenpaying

attentiontohishurtandhisissues.

HethinksIdon'tlovehimmfaz'wam."

Hewasgettingabitemotional,butwe

allknowthatAfricanmenbelievethat

cryingisasignofweakness,andhe

wasn'tabouttodothat.

Mrs'D:"OhmyGod!Didyoutellhim

that'snottrue?"



Mr'D:"Itried,buthe'semotionsare

runninghighatthemoment.Iwilltalk

tohimtomorrow."

Sivuyile:"WealsosawMaNdekawith

regardstotheLusandasituation.She

saidallwillberevealedtomorrow."

Mrs'D:"Doesthatmeanthatgirlkilled

mygrandchild?"

Sivuyile:"wedidnottalkaboutthat

withher,SiphowasalsothereandI

didn'twanttofight."Ohhthat'sgood.



Mrs'D:"Thenwhatisshetalking

about?"

Sivuyile:"AyyIdon'tknowmama!

Maybesheistalkingaboutthe

miscarriage."

Mr'D:"Sonpleaseletthisgo,please."

Sivuyile:"Never!Let'sgobabe."He

heldouthishand,Itookit.

Me:"Goodnighteveryone."



Them:"Goodnight."Wewentuptoour

room.Wedidn'tsayanythingtoeach

other,wejustgotinbedandslept.

○

THENEXTDAY

Themoodwasabitsombrearound

thehouse.IguessMrDlaminiandhis

sons'moodwasrubbingoffon

everyone.Wehadthequietest

breakfastinthehistoryofbreakfasts



inthisfamily.

Duringlunchthemendecidednotto

joinusandthatdidlightenupthe

moodabit.

Lumka:"SoAse,whatwereyoucrying

forlastnight?"

Ase:"Iwasn'tcrying,stopsayingI

was!"Shesnapped.Aseisneverone

totalkaboutthingsthatbotherher.

Lumka:"Yoh!Shootmeforcari-..."



"Hellohellofamily!"ThatwasAse's

momwalkinginwithoneofher

daughterin-laws.

Mrs'D:"Hellosisi."Weallgreetedback.

Theysatdownafterexchanging

pleasantries."Wedidn'thearyou

arriving.HowwasMargate?"

Ase:"Margate?"

Ase'sM:"Itwasfabuloussisi,thesea

wasallIneededtofeelbetter."



Ase:"Butwedohaveabeachherein

PE."

Ase'sM:"Kuthethaabantuabadala

Asenathi!Yibanembeko!(Adultsare

talkingAsenathi!Havesome

respect.)"Aserolledhereyes.

Mrs'D:"Uphiusbariyena?(Whereis

yourhusband?)"

Ase'sM:"Hesaidhewantedtohavea

wordwithhisbrotherabout

something."



Mrs'D:"OhOkay.SootomorrowI'm

supposedtotakeAseforsome

shopping,butsinceyouarehere

maybeyoucantakeher."

Ase'sM:"Ohhhnosisi,Ialreadyhave

plansfortomorrow."

Lulama:"Can'tyoucancel?"

Ase'sM:"unfortunatelyIcan't.Siba

hereispregnantandIneedtotake

hertothedoctorforacheckup."



Mrs'D:"Istheresomethingwrongwith

thebaby?Didshehaveanycramps

onthewayhere?"

Ase'sM:"No!Ofcoursenot.Ijust

wanttoseemygrandchild'sscan

thatsall."

Lulama:"Don'ttheyhaveanythatthey

canshowyou?"

Ase'sM:"Noth-..."



Ase:"Youcanstopmakingexcuses!I

don'twantyogoshoppingwithyou

either!"Shestoodupandstomped

outtheroom

Ase'sM:"HeeywenaAsenathi!"She

waslonggone."What'swrongwith

thatchild?"

Lumka:"You."Shemumbled.

Idecidedtoexcusemyselffromthe

awkwardmoment.Iwenttomyroom

andlaidinthereuntilIfellasleep.



"Nathi!"Shake!"NathiVuka!"

Me:"mmmh!What?"Iyawned.

Ase:"There'sameetingdownstairs

andyouareneeded."Meeting?

Me:"Ohokay.I'llbethereinaminute."

Ase:"Nope.Let'sgonow,knowing

you,youmightgobacktosleep."I

sighedandstoodup."MaNdekais

alsothere,youknowwhatthat



means."Iwenttotheshelveandtook

outaheadscarf."Addthree

more,somepeopledecidedtoshow

upwithoutcoveringtheirheads."I

tookthescarfsandwewalked

downstairs.

Wemethersister-in-lawsonthe

staircase,Igavethemthescarfs.

Wewalkedintheloungeand

everyonewasseated,whenIsay

everyoneImeaneveryone!The

uncles,aunts,thechildrenandthe

wivesoftheDlaminifamily.MaNdeka

calledmetocomeandsitnextto



her,Idid.Myheartwasbeatingoutof

mychestthewayIwassonervous.

MaNdeka:"Right!Weareallhere.

Nowwecanbegin."Oneuncle

clearedhisthroat.

Uncle1:"ahhMah,I'mstillconfusedas

towhythismeetingwascalled."

MaNdeka:"Keepquietandyoushall

knowsoon!....Siphogoandfetchthe

girl."Siphostoodupandexcused

himself.Theunclesstarted

whisperingamongthemselves.



"Silence!"Theyimmediatelykept

quiet.

SoonSiphoreturnedwithLusanda.

Ase'sM:"Yuuhyuuh!Mbekengase

mnyangoplease!(Putherbythe

door!)"Shesaidcoveringhernose.

Everyoneelsefollowedsuitasthe

foulsmellfilledthehouse.

Aunt1:"BhelekaziIknowyouhavean

airfreshenersomewhereinthis

house."



Aunt2:"Yeeerbawosafa!(Lordweare

dying)"

MaNdeka:"Thulani!(Silence!)Don'tact

likeyou'veneversmeltthisbefore.

AndnditshowenaNomakhwezi!(I'm

talkingaboutyouNomakhwezi)"the

auntlookeddowninembarrassment.

Mr'D:"Mahcanwegetthisoverand

donewithsothatwecan

leave,please."

MaNdeka:"Thischildbeforeyouis

LusandaMbekweni.Shehappensto



bethemotherofyourgrandchildand

sheisalsoyoursonSipho'swoman!

AssomeofyouknowSiphobrought

thischildherebecausehewantedme

tohealher.UnfortunatelyIcan'tdo

that."

Sipho:"What?"

MaNdeka:"Ican'tdothatbecauseI'm

nottheonethatbroughtthisupon

her."Everyonelookedatherin

confusion."Thiswascausedbythe

angerofourancestors.Shewronged

oneofus."Everyoneexclaimedin



shock

Sipho:"Makhulu!Whatareyoutalking

about?"

Mr'D:"Letherfinishson."

MaNdeka:"AsIwassaying,thischild

rightheredidsomethingsinister

againstourown.Welltwoof

them,butallofthiswasishappening

becauseofthatonespecialhuman

beingshecausedpainto."



Mr'D:"Mamacouldyoustoptalkingin

riddleshle!"

MaNdeka:"IwillnowallowLusanda

thestandtotelleveryoneherewhat

happenedandtoalsoapologiseto

thepersonsheneedstoapologise

to."Shewalkedtothemiddlewhere

Lusandawaslaying."Standupchild!"

Lusandaslowlystoodup."Talk!"

Lusanda:"uhmmonthsagoImet

Siphoatt-..."

Uncle1:"Yeeeyntombazana!Wedon't



havetimeforhistory,justtelluswhat

weallwanttohear."Lusandacleared

herthroat.

Lusanda:"Ididsomethingbad,Ididn't

meantobutIdidit.Iwasdrivenby

greed,envyandjealousy.Iallowedall

thoseemotionstotakecontrolover

meandthatledmetodoing

somethingIdidnotthinkIwoulddo

inmyentirelife."

Ase'sDad:"Khawuthethemarn

ntombazanandini(talkyougirl!)"



Lusanda:"IfedSiphoalovepotion."

Everyoneexclaimed."Itwasnot

meantforhim,itwasmeantfor

Sivuyile."Thereweremoreshocked

exclaims."Iwantedtohaveafamily

withSivuyileandourdaughter,I

wantedustoraisehertogetherasa

couple.AfterSiphoconsumedthat

lovepotion,IdecidedthatIneededto

workonanewplan.Iknewthat

SivuyileismarriedtoLunathiandthat

helovesher,whichmadehermy

competition."Shesniffedastears

weregushingoutofhereyes."I

assumedthatinordertogetSivuyileI

hadtogetridofthecompletion.I



thencameupwithaplantopoison

Lunathi.Itookacaketotheirhouse

andsaiditwasapeaceoffering,but

itwasn't.Thecakehadvery

dangerousherbsinitwhichwere

goingtokillLunathi.Iknewthat

chocolatecakewasherfavouriteand

Iknewforsurethatshewasgoingto

eatthecake."Shebrokedown

Uncle2:"Don'tyoudaremakenoise

forus!Tellme,wherethehelldidyou

getallthoseherbs?!Whointheir

rightmindshelpedyoutotryandkill

ourchosenone?AwholeDlamini?!"

Lusandcarriedoncrying."Phendula



marnswine!"

Lusanda:"ItwasawitchdoctorImet

throughafriend.Hedidwarnme

againstdoingitbutIdidnotlisten."

Lulama:"WhatifSivuyilealsoatethe

cake?!"

Lusanda:"Iknewhewasn'tgoingto

eatitsincehedoesn'treallylike

chocolatecake."

Lulama:"Rhaungcolilentombazane



ndini!(Youareevil!)"Shespit.

Shelookedatmeandwalked

towardsmeslowly.

Lusanda:"I'msosorryLunathi!Please

forgiveme.Iamreallyreallysorry."

Shekneeledinfrontofme."Forgive

meplease!Iambeggingyou.Iwill

anythingthatyouwantmetodo,just

forgivemeplease.Ihaverealisedmy

errorsandI'maskingyoutoforgive

me."Ilookedatherwithtears

streamingdownmyface.

Me:"WhatdidIeverdotoyou

Lusanda?Huh?I'vewelcomedyou



intomyhome!Itreatedyouwell!I

waskindto!Idon'tremember

offendingyouinanyway!Why?!"

Lusanda:"I'msorry.."Shesobbed

Me:"Why?!"Alleyeswereonus.

Lusanda:"YouhadeverythingI

wanted.Theman,thehouse,the

family,thelifestyle.Ienviedyourlife."

Me:"Youdidallofthatforamanwho

doesn'tevenloveyou?"



Lusanda:"Ihadhopethathewas

goingtolearntoloveme"

Me:"Youarenotsorry."Ishookmy

head.

Lusanda:'Iam."

Me:"Noyouarenot!Youarejust

apologisingbecauseyouneedmy

apologytoheal!!Youbrokeme

Lusanda!Youtookawayalifethat

wastiedtome!Youtookaway



someonethatwasgoingtolove

forever.AndforthatIwillneverever

forgiveyou!Notinthislifetime!"

Lusanda:"No!No!Lunathiplease!I

ambeggingyou!"

Me:"Youdon'tdeservemyapology.

Thephysicalpainthatyouarefeeling

isnothingcomparedtothepainIam

in.Nothingwillbringbackmychild!"

Lusanda:"I'mso-...."withinablinkof

aneyeSiphowasontopofher

stranglingher.Everyonescreamed



forhimtostopbuthedidn't.Sivuyile

pushedhimoffher,aseveryonewas

startingtobecalmhestarted

stranglingher.

Me:"Sivuyilestop!Stopit!"He

squeezedherneck."PleaseDlamini.

NdiyakucelaZizi,lethergo.She'snot

worthit.Pleases'thandwasam!"

Sivuyile:"Shedoesn'tdeservetolive."

Me:"Andyoudon'tdeservetogoto

jail.Pleasebaby."Isaidwithtears."I

can'tloseyoutoo,Ican't."He



stoppedsqueezingasIsaidthat.He

letgoofherneck,Lusandacoughed

uncontrollably.Sivuyilecameto

me,andgavemeahugehug.

Sivuyile:"Youarenotgoingtoloseme.

Youhearme?"Inoddedinhisarms."

Youarenotgoingtoloseme!"He

kissedmyhead.

Lusanda:"Sipho...."Shesaidina

crackingvoice."I'msorry."

Sipho:"Getthefuckawayfrommy

face!GetthefuckoutofherebeforeI



killyou!"

Lusanda:"Siph-..."

Sipho:"Fuck!!"Hescreamed!"You

bitch!Youalmostcostmemyfamily!

Whatkindofapersonareyou?You

killedmyunbornnephew!Youused

metofulfilyourevilplan!!Ihateyou!I

hatewitheveryfibreinmybody!You

disgustme!Rha!"Hespit.

Me:"Itwasn'tmyfault."IsaidasI

lookedintohiseyes."Ididn'tkillhim."



Sivuyile:"Noonethoughtitwasyour

faultmylove."

"Cansomeonetakeawaythiswitch!"

Thatwastheking."Guards!!"

Sivuyile:"Iloveyou."

Me:"Iloveyoutoo."

Isobbedinhisarms.
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ItwasChristmasday.Daysafterthe

wholeLusandaordeal,everyonewas

stilltalkingaboutthatdrama.They

werestillreelinginfromtheshock,I

guess.

Ihavemixedemotionsaboutit,butI

doknowthatsadisoneofthe

feelings.Onequestionthatkeeps

poppingupinmyheadiswhatdidI

everdotoherthatmadeherchoose

tohurtmethisway?Iknowshe

wantedSivuyilealltoherself,butshe

couldhavetriedotherwaystoget

himwithoutkillingme.Thisjusttells

methatshehatedme,shedidnot

onlyenvymylifebutshealsohated



me,foramannogal?It'ssadthat

womendosuchevilthingsjusttoget

aman,Imeantheworldisfullof

thesespeciesbutagirlwillgoonfull

she-devilmodejusttogetthatONE

guyasiftherearenootherguysin

thisworld.ImeanLusandahad

Sipho,Siphowholovedherdearly,but

shechosetoignoreallofthatand

wentoutofherwaytogettheman

thatSHEwants!Amanwhoistaken

bytheway!Iwillneverunderstand

mygendershame,itdissapointsme

sometimes.

"Nothingstill!"Hesaiddefeated.



Me:"Don'tworrybabyhewillshow

up."Wewereinourroomgetting

readyforthefamilyChristmasdinner.

Apparentlythisiswhattheynormally

dohereforChristmas,coolafeast

anddressupfancyforthedinner.I

thinkthistimearoundit'sjusttolift

upeveryone'sspiritbecauseofwhat

happenedafewdaysago.

Sivuyile:"It'sChristmas,ourfirst

Christmaswithhim.He'ssupposed

tobehere,enjoyingallthese

festivitieswithus."Sipho!Sipho!Well



SiphohasbeenMIAeversincethat

night.Hejustleftwithoutsaying,and

heisnowheretobefound.Heleft

withoutatrace.

Me:"Hejustneedstimetohimself.I

meanthispersonjustfoundoutthat

theloveofhislifewasusinghim.

He'sallowedtoreactthisway."

Sivuyile:"Iknowbaby,it'sjustthatI

waslookingforwardtothisday.Once

again,Lusandahasruinedeverything!

Damn!"



Me:"Calmdownlove."

Sivuyile:"Iwanttokillher!Iwantto

killherwithmyownbarehands!"

Me:"No!No!Donotletthatwitchturn

youintosomethingthatyouarenot."

Sivuyile:"Shedoesn'tdeservetolive

babe!"

Me:"Iknow.Butherthingswilleather

upuntilsheeventuallydies.Lether

suffer,killingherwillbelikeyou



givingheraneasywayout.She

deservestosuffer."Hesighed.

Sivuyile:"Youarerightbabe."

Me:"Letitbethelasttimethatyou

arethisworkedupoverthatgirl.

She'sanon-factorinourlives.Let's

moveonandbehappy,thatwill

surelyaddtohersuffering."He

smiled

Sivuyile:"Youareright.She'sa

nobody."Hewalkeduptomeand

peckedonmylips.



Me:"Right!Youready?"

Sivuyile:"Istilldon'tgetwhywehave

todressup,momisjustbeingextra."

Me:"You'vebeendoingthisforyears

andyouareonlycomplainingnow?"

Sivuyile:"THEYhavebeendoingthis

foryears,thisismyfirsttime

dressingup.Sheusedyoutogetme

todressup."IlaughedasI

rememberedhowthequeenasked



metoconvincehimtodressupfor

thedinner.

Me:"SheknowsIknowwhichbuttons

topress."

Sivuyile:"Andthat'snotfair.Idon't

likedressingupjusttostayathome

andbearoundpeoplewhoareused

toseeingmeinsweats."Ichuckled.

"Atleastlastyearwewerehosting

otherpeople."

Me:"Wouldyoustopcomplaining!"



Sivuyile:"Ayy!"Ilaughedatthefrown

onhisface.

Me:"Smilelove,it'sahappyday

today."Helookedatmeforawhile.

"What?"

Sivuyile:"Areyouokay?"

Me:"Yeah,I'mfine."

Sivuyile:"Babewespokeaboutthis.

Don'thideyourfeelingsfromme."I



sighedandsatonthebed,hejoined

me.

Me:"I'mnotokay.InawayIamhappy

thatIdidnotmiscarrybecausethere

wassomethingwrongwithmebut

thatstilldoesn'tchangethefactthat

welostachild.Thereisstillthat

sadnessinmyheart,everytimeI

comeacrossapictureofascanora

pregnantwomanIjustwanttotear

up."Helookedatmeandsmile.

Sivuyile:"It'sokaytofeelthatway

baby.ButIdon'twantyoutofeelsad



orhurtwheneveryouthinkofour

baby,Iwantyoutosmileandbe

happy."Ilookedathim."Hislifewas

sacrificedtosaveyours.Ifhedidnot

die,youwouldn'tbeheretoday.We

wouldbepreparingforyourfuneral,I

wouldbeinmyroomcryingwith

snotscomingoutofmynose."

Me:"Euw!"Ilaughed.

Sivuyile:"Mypointis,youshould

spendyourtimemoppingaround.Be

happyandliveyourlifetothefullest,

liveforhim!Wearestillgoingto



makeamillionsbabiestogether.Not

thatwewillbereplacinghim."I

smiled.

Me:"It'sfunnyhowweallrefertohim

as'him'yetwedidnotevenknowthe

sexofthechild."Hechuckled

Sivuyile:"Itwasgoingtobeabit,I

guess."Isighed

Me:"Sowhatnow?"

Sivuyile:"Wemoveon.Welive,we



laughandbehappy.Nomorecrying.

Ithurtsyes,butwenowknowthe

reasonwhywelosthim."Iwipedmy

littletears

Me:"Right!"Itookadeepbreath."Lets

gojoineveryone."Istoodup

Sivuyile:"Letsgo."Healsostoodup.

Weheldhandaswewentoutthe

room.

Me:"HowIwishmysiblingswerealso

heretoday.ThisisourfirstChristmas

withoutmomanddad,itwouldhave



beenlovelytospendittogether."

Sivuyile:"Yeahhey.YoucanFaceTime

themafterdinner."

Me:"YeahIwill."

Wegottowherethefamilywas

sitting.Thesetupwassolovelyand

everyonewasthere,itwasawhole

lotofpeople,youwouldswearthis

wassomesortofminifunctionor

something.Therewere3longdinner

tablesoccupiedbyfamilymembers.

"Woah!Thisisbeautiful."



Sivuyile:"Yeah,Iguess."Hesaidina

not-so-interestedtone.

Mrs'D:"Finallythedivacoupleshows

up!"Theylaughed.

Sivuyile:"Diva?Haibomama!"

Mrs'D:"Ewediva!You'vebeeninyour

roomforsolongnizithithivata,diva

tendenciesndikuxelele(Itellyou!)"

Everyonelaughed."I'mprettysureour

guestsaretiredofsittinginthe

car,yohkuninisinilindile!(We'vebeen

waitingforyou.)"



Me:"Guests?"

Sivuyile:"Firstofallmamawedidn't

takethatlong.Secondly,I'mtheone

who'ssupposedtoannouncethe

guests.Youarestealingmyshine

Queen!"

Mrs'D:"Thewayyoutooktimeinthat

room,Ievenforgotaboutallofthat.

AndI'mtheonewhoplannedthis

whothingsoIcandowhateverIlike.

Ifanythingyouaretheonewho

wantstostealmyshine."



Mr'D:"Mxelelewenamfaz'wam!(Tell

himmywife.)"Welaughed.

Zolani:"Theoldmanisstickupforhis

wife,halala!"

Me:"Sowherearetheguests?"

Sivuyile:"Patiencedarling."

Mrs'D:"Akhopatienceyanixapha!

SphelogoandfetchMYguests

please."



Sivuyile:"Eshe!Amabhongontombi."

Mrs'D:"EweIneedtospecifythatthey

areMYguests."

Lulama:"Therewasreallynoneed

causetechnicallytheyarenotreally

yoursmom."

Mrs'D:"Ungenaphikewena?(Where

doyoufitin?)"Wealllaughed.My

GodwhenwasthelasttimeIsawthe

Queenthisplayful?It'sbeensolong.



Lulama:"Yohmama!"

Mrs'D:"Heke!"Shegotupfromher

chairIfollowedherwithmyeyesas

shewalkedtotheentranceofthe

room.MyeyesglowedasIrealised

thatthegueststhatshewasgoingto

welcomewereactuallymysiblings.

Bontle:"Suprise!"TheQueensmiled

andwalkedawayfromus

Me:"Youguys!"Irushedtothem.I



gavethemalltightsqueezes."Ohmy

God!Whydidn'tyoutellmeanything

whenwespokeonthephoneearlier."

Thabang:"Andruinthesurprise?

Never!"

Me:"OhMyGod!"Iwassohappy

Thabo:"Damn!Areyoucrying?"

Me:"Noamnot!"

Thapelo:"Youaresuchacrybaby."



Hewipedmytears.

Me:"Where'sabut'Lizwi?"Hewasnot

amongthem

Bontle:"Ohhhe'soutsidewithS-.."

"Princess!"Ismiledandjumpedon

him!

Me:"Abuti!"

Lizwi:"Carefulnow!Youaregrown

now."



Me:"What'sthatsupposedtomean?"

Hechuckled.

Lizwi:"Nothing."Heputmedown.

Me:"I'msoha-...OhmySipho!"Isaid

inashock.SiphowasbehindLizwi.

Sivuyile:"Where?"Hewalkedtous,he

stoppedonhistracksashesawhim

"Bhuti!"Awu!He'sbhutitoday!Sipho

gavehimafaintsmile."Mamahe's

back!"Boththeparentswalkedupto



him.

Mrs'D:"Sipho!Wherehaveyoubeen?!

Doyouknowhowworriedwewere?!

Uphambenenawena?!(Areyou

crazy?!)"

Sivuyile:"Mamacanwejustbehappy

thatheisback?"Shegavehiman

hug,whichcameasasurpriseto

us,especiallytoSipho.

Mrs'D:"I'msogladthatyouareback

homesafe!"



Sipho:"uhmthanks."Hesaidina

weirdtone.Sheletgoofhim.

Mr'D:"Son!"Sipholookeddownbefore

shakinghishand."I'mhappyyouare

home."

Sipho:"I'msorryforcausingallthe

unnecessaryworry."

Mr'D:"It'sokayson,aslongasyouare

back."Henodded.Thiswassucha

beautifulmoment.



Mrs'D:"Enoughwiththesoapystuff!

Siphogotoyourroomandchange

intosomethingnicesothatwecan

startwiththedinner."

Sipho:"Somethingnice?"Heasked

confused

Mrs'D:"Yes!Hurryup."Sheclapped

herhands.

Sipho:"Okay."



Mrs'D:"Andplease!Donotwear

jeans!"

Sipho:"AhhMrsDlamini!"

Mrs'D:"Yeeey!"Siphosighedbefore

heturnedonhisheelsandleft.

Sivuyile:"I'mcomingwith!"He

shoutedfollowingbehindhisbrother.

Mrs'D:"Mxm."Sheturnedtomy

siblings."Comelet'sgositsitdown."

Igrabbedherhandasshewas



leaving."What'swrong?"Mysiblings

andthekingwentaheadtositdown

onthetable.

Me:"uhmMah,Ijustwanttosay

thankyouforinvitingmysiblings

over.Ireallyreallyappreciateit."

Mrs'D:"Youdon'thavetothankme

dear,theyarefamily.Theywere

actuallysupposedtobeherewhen

youarrived."Ismiled."MaThabiso

wasmyfriend,andIknowforsure

shewouldhavelovedmetotakecare

ofherkidsforher."Igotemotionalat



thementionofmymom'sname.

Me:"Thankyou."

Mrs'D:"Stopthankingmemarn

mntanandini!"Ichuckled."Asa

motherit'smydutytoensurethatmy

childrenarehappy,andIknewyour

siblingsbeingherewouldmakeyou

happy."

Me:"Idon'tknowwhattosay

anymoresinceyoudon'twantmeto

sayThankyou."Shelaughed.



Mrs'D:"Justgoandsitdownwithyour

siblingsandenjoythenight."

Me:"Iwilldefinitelydothat."We

walkedbacktoeveryonehandin

hand.

○
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Isatonthebedashewasinthe

closet.



Sipho:"Ionlybroughtjeansanda

tracksuitbroh!"Heshoutedfromthe

closet.

Me:"Don'tyouhaveadarkjeanthat

shewon'tnotice?"

Sipho:"Gotit!"IkeptquietasIwaited

forhimtofinsh.

Afewminuteslaterhecameout

dressedonblackpantsandawhite

shirt.



Me:"Youneedajacket."

Sipho:"Idon'thaveit.Ididn'tknowon

thisfamilyyouguysokaydressupon

Christmas."Ichuckled.

Me:"I'llgiveyouone.Youdon'twant

togetonmom'swrongsidetoday."

Sipho:"What'supwithherand

Christamsvele?Sheseems

obsessedwithit."

Me:"Idon'tknow,Iguesssheloves



it."

Sipho:"Neh?Whichexplainsthehug

shegaveme,she'sinagoodmood."

Me:"shehasacceptedyou."He

lookedatme.

Sipho:"Youthink?"

Me:"Iknowso."

Sipho:"Maybe.Imeanshe'sbeennice

tomeeversinceIgothere,somaybe



shehas."Hesmiledalittle.

Me:"Anyway,howareyoufeeling?"

Hesighed

Sipho:"Fuckedup."Heleanedonthe

wall."Ican'tbelieveIwasfooledbya

meregirl."

Me:"Youwereinlove,noonecan

blameyou."

Sipho:"That'sbullandyouknowit.I

shouldhaveknownthattherewas



somethingwrongwithher!"

Me:"Comeonbroh,shehadyou

underaspell."Heclenchedhisjaws

inanger.

Sipho:"Sheisgoingtodieaslow

painfuldeath,I'mgoingtomakesure

ofthat!"

Me:"Pleasedoinvitemetothe

killings!"ThereisnowayIamgoing

tomethergetawaywithkillingmy

unbornchild.



Sipho:"Yougotit."Wesatinsilence

forafewminutes.

Me:"So?Hasthespellwornoffyet?"

HelookedatmelikeIwasbeing

stupid.

Sipho:"HowamIsupposedtoknow

that?"

Me:"Welldon'tyoufeelanylovefor

heranymore?"



Sipho:"No!"

Me:"DidMaNdekagiveyou

somethingmaybe?"Iwascurious.

Sipho:"Yeah,butthatwasbeforethe

confession.Shesaiditwasfor

inyongo,sinceItoldherthatIhaven't

beenfeelingwell."

Me:"Whatdidshegiveyou?"

Sipho:"Muthibroh!Shemademe

vomitwiththatMuthi.What'swiththe



3rddegreenawena?"Heasked

irritated.

Me:"Ijustwanttoknow,that'sall."

Sipho:"Knowwhat?"

Me:"Thatyouweregivensomething

togetridofwhateverthatwitchput

insideyou.Wedon'twanttoseeyou

actingcrazyoverheragain."

Sipho:"Believethatwon'thappen.I

amdonewithlove!"



Me:"Don'tsaythat.I'mprettysureyou

willfindsomeonewhoisrightfor

you."

Sipho:"No!Iamdonewithwomen!"

Me:"Doesthatmeanyouaregay

now?"Hegavemeasternlook.

"Wrongjoke,sorry."

Sipho:"I'vetriedthislovethingmore

thanonceanditdidn'tworkout.I

alwaysattractfuckedupwomen!I



amdone!I'meventhinkingofasking

dadtohookmeupwithmarriage

withoneofthesevillagegirls."

Me:"Ithoughtyouweredonewith

women"

Sipho:"I'mdonewithlove,not

women."

Me:"Bu-..."

Sipho:"Wouldyoushutup?Damn!"



Me:"Yoh,okay!"Heshookhishead.

Sipho:"Let'sgo."

○
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Sivuyileandhisbrotherfinallycame

back.Thedinnercommenced.Itwas

suchabeautifulday,filledwithfood,

laughterandsmileseverywhere.

Ase:"Mystomachisabouttobust!"



Sphelo:"Servesyourightforeating

everythingonthetable."Sherolled

hereyes."Uyadelelawena,yeer!(You

aresodisrespectful.)"

Ase:"Mxm."Sphelolookedatherwith

whatwouldpassashurt."Sowhat

arewelatertonight?Cluborarewe

beingthevibebackhere?"

Sipho:"Nothing!Wenayouaregoing

tobedassoonaswearedonehere!"



Ase:"Andhe'sback!"Welaughed.

Bontle:"Andyouguysneedtodecide

fastorelseI'mtakingmattersinto

myownhandsandyouwon'tlike

whatIdo."

Thabang:"Ifeellikehittingtheclub.

Lasttimewewereherewedidn'tstay

forlonginthatclub."

Sivuyile:"True."

Lumka:"There'stoomanyofus,and



clubsarealwayscrowdedduringthis

timeoftheyear.Ijustthinkwe

shouldgetourownsupplyofalcohol

anddoourownlittlethinghereat

home."

Lulama:"Hah!Withyourmomaround?

Shewouldneveragreetothat."

Sivuyile:"Yourdadtoo.Hewillaskus

wherehaveweeverseenapartyat

theroyalhouse?"

Sphelo:"Ihaveahousewecangoto!"



Bontle:"Great!That'ssettledthat's

wherewearegoing."

Thapelo:"Youdon'tevenknowthe

househeistalkingabout,butalready

oreyes."

Bontle:"Youcan'tblameme.Ijust

wanttohavefuntonight!Iwanttolet

looseandforgetaboutallmy

troubles!"Ohhhthein-laws.

Lizwi:"Youandmebothbaby."



Sphelo:"So?Doweallagreetogoing

tomyhouse?"Weallagreed.

"Awesome.Nowwehavetosortout

thealcoholandeverythingweare

goingtoneed."

Sihle:"Andit'sChristmastoday,there

arenoliquorstoresopen."

Zolani:"Ihaveafriendwhocanhelp

usoutwiththat."The'Dlaminis'

lookedathim."What?"



Ase:"EvenMrUptightispartying

tonight?Hayit'sgoingtorain

fatcakesIamtellingyou."She

clappedonce.Welaughed.

Zolani:"YouguysgotoSphelo's

houseandIwillsortthealcoholissue

out."Hestoodup.

Sipho:"I'llcomewithyou."

Lizwi:"Metoo."

Zolani:"Ineedtochangefirst."Ohh



theformalclothes.Thegotupfrom

thetableandwalkedaway.

Mrs'D:"Yeeey!Whereyougoing?"

Zolani:"Wewillbebackdaps!"

Mrs'D:"That'snotwhatIasked!"And

theyweregone!"Wherearethey

going?"Shelookedatourtable.We

allshruggedourshoulders."Mmmh."

Lulama:"Wealsoneedtochange."

Sheattemptedtogetup



Sihle:"Woah!Waituntilthedinneris

finished.Youknowhowyourmom

gets."Sherelaxedonherchair.

Wecarriedonchattingabout

whateverwecouldtalkabout.Soon

thedinnerfinished,theeldersall

madetheirwaytotheloungetorelax,

Iguess.Weallgotupandwenttoour

separateroomstochange.After

changingwebidfarewelltothe

adultsandgotintothecarsand

droveofftoSphelo'shousefora

goodtime.

•



•

•

•

•
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(2insertstomorrow)

-ThankyouLuthandofortheairtime

gift,Ireallyappreciateit.Cheeredme

up!

-Slindo!Alsothankyouforalways

buyingmedatawhenIneedit.

Shoutouttothosetwobeautiful

ladies!

-Firsttimethisyeargettingagift



frompeopleonthispage!
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ThehousethatSphelotookustoo

wasn'tthatbig,itwasperfectforour

crowd.Thebigbrothers(Zolani,Sipho

andLizwi)finallycametothehouse



withacarfilledwithalcohol,whoever

thisZolanifriendishereallycame

throughforus,orthemrathercauseI

wasn'tplanningondrinkingtonight.

Thepartywascomingalongjustfine,

itwasreallyapartybecauseAse's

brothersdecidedtoinvitesomeof

theirfriendsandthefriendscame

withfriends,eventuallywehadalotof

peopleinthehouse.

Iwassittingoutsidewith

Sivuyile,whileotherweresettingthe

roofonfireinsidethehouse.



Me:"Woah!Ididn'tknowthatitwas

goingtobesuchaturnup."

Sivuyile:"KnowingSphelo,I'mnot

suprised.Hehasalwaysbeenaparty

animal."

Me:"Mmmh.Heseemslikeapeople's

person."

Sivuyile:"Ohheis."

Me:"Iwonderwhytheyareallso

distantfromAse."



Sivuyile:"She'stheonlygirlathome

babe."

Me:"Stilldoesn'texcuseanything.She

shouldbetheAppleoftheireyes,their

littleprincess."

Sivuyile:"Iknow.Iguessit'sbecause

theparentsalsotreatherthesame

waysotheypickeduponthe

behaviourandfollowedsuit."Ishook

myheadindisappointment.



Me:"MyGod!Ase'smomistheworst!

Sheoncerefusedtogoshopping

withherjustbecauseshehadtogo

forascanwothAlakhe."

Sivuyile:"I'mnotsuprised.Shehas

bailedonsomanyoutingswithher

daughter.I'mjustgladthatmymom

steppedinandtriedtoplaytherole

ofamotherinherlife."

Me:"butthatdoesn'tchangethefact

thatAseneedsherownmom!"Iwas

gettingpissed



Sivuyile:"Yohbaby,calmdown."I

sighed.

Me:"Itjustmakesmesomadethatall

thesepeoplearesodistantfrom

her,theyareheefamily."

Sivuyile:"Theyareactuallydistant

fromeveryone.Theydothingson

theirown,I'mactuallysuprisedthat

theyarepartyingwithustonight."

Me:"IthoughtSphelowasaparty

animal."



Sivuyile:"Yeahheis,buthealways

partywithhisfriendsorhistwinSihle.

Butneverwithus."

Me:"Theythinktheyareallthatneh?

Allhighandmighty,tooPorscheto

breakbreadwithfamily."

Sivuyile:"It'showtheirmotherraised

them.Aseisdifferentbecause,well

youknowthesituation."

Me:"Wellsheraisedho-..."



"IseeI'mnottheonlyonewho'snot

inthemoodforaparty."Wequickly

turnedandweweremetbyZolani's

wife.Shepulledachairandsatnext

tous.

Sivuyile:"Heymommytobe."She

smiled.

Alakhe:"PleasecallmethatwhenI

amshowing,notnow."Theylaughed,I

fakedasmile."Whyaren'tyouguys

partyingitupliketherestofthem."

Shelookedatme.



Sivuyile:"Hah!Whatdoyoucallthis?"

HeraisedhiscanofHeineken.

Alakhe:"Wellyouaresittingherefar

fromthepeople,thatisnotpartying."

Sivuyilechuckled

Sivuyile:"Wearestilltryingtogetin

themood."

Alakhe:"Iseeyouarenotdrinking.Are

youalsoexpecting?"Ohwow!Whata

waytoruinmymood."What?DidI



saysomethingwrong?"

Me:"No!"Ishookmyheadwithafake

smile."UhmI'mgonnagofind

Asenathi."Itookmyjuiceandwalked

insidethehouse.

Themusicwasblastingthroughthe

speakers,peopleweredancingand

screamingoutloudcheeringfor

whoeverwasontheir'stage'.Ilooked

aroundsearchingforAsenathi.

Thabo:"Punkie!"



Me:"Hey!HaveyouseenAsenathi

anywhere?"Ispokeabovethemusic

Thabo:"Isawhermakingherwayto

thekitchenafewminutesago!"He

yelled.Inoddedandmademywayto

thekitchen,leavinghimtojointhe

party.Iturnedonthehallwayand

wenttothekitchen.Icouldhear

voicestalkingasIgotcloser.Istood

bythedoorasIrealisedwhothose

voicesbelongedto.ItwasAseand

hersiblings,theylookedlikethey

werehavingaveryintense

conversation.Iwilljustwaitforthem

tofinishthistalk,Ithoughttomyself.



"ThankyouLordthatyouarehere

girl!"Ase'svoicesaidasIwasturning

toleavethekitchen.Iturnedback.

Me:"Ohno!Iwasjustleaving,Ididn't

meantodisturb."Shejumpedoffthe

kitchencounter.

Ase:"TheLordsentyoutosaveme

fromallofthisnonsense,sodon't

turnawayfromyourpurpose."I

wantedtolaugh,butIheldmyself.



Zolani:"Asenathiwearestilltalking!"

Ase:"WellIamdone!"Shegrabbed

myhandandpulledmeoutofthe

kitchen.Iwonderwhatwasthatall

about.Shegottothealcoholsection

andtookasixpackofBelgravia,then

shepulledmeallthewayoutside.

Sivuyilewasstillsittingtherewith

Alakhe.

Sivuyile:"Haibo!Andthen?Asewhy

areyoupullingmywifelikethat?"Ase

ignoredhimandpulledmealltheway

tothepoolabitfarfromthenoise.



Shesatdownandputherfeetinthe

pool,Ilookedatherforawhilebefore

doingthesamething.

Shelookedinthewaterforafew

minutes,beforeIknewittearsstarted

gushingoutofhereyes.Ididn'tknow

whattodo,Ijustgrabbedherand

comfortedher.Iheldherinthat

positionforafewminutesasshe

cried.ForthefirsttimeIwasseeing

hercrygenuinely,Imeanrealtears.

Thelasttimeshewasthisemotional

waswhenSiphoandSivuyilewere

having'thetalk'withher,andIdidn't

reallyseehercrysheonlycameto

theroomwithredeyesandnotears.



Shebroketheembraceandwiped

tearsoffherface.Sheletoutahuge

sigh.

Me:"Talktome."Shetookouttwo

cansofBelgraviaandhandedmeone.

"No,I'mnotdrinkingtonight."

Ase:"Please,Idon'twanttodrink

alonerightnow."

Me:"As-..."

Ase:"Comeon,MaNdekahasalready



cleansedyou.Youcandowhatever

youwantnow."Ishookmyheadand

tookthebeverage.Sheopenedhers

andtookahugegulp.Iopenedmine

andtookasip,ImustsayIneedthis

drink!

"YouknowI'velongedformyfamily's

loveandattentionforsuchalong

time,buttheyneverreallycaredabout

me.Alltheydidwastoshipmeoffto

boardingschool,throwmoneyatme

andexcludemefromfamilyactivities.

Thatusedtohurtmesomuch,Ihated

beingaexcluded."Shetookadeep

breath."EventuallyIgotoverthat,and

nowtheyarecomingtomesaying



theywanttoknowwhyIhatethemso

much.Theyareactingliketheydon't

knowwhattheydid,theyareacting

liketheydon'tknowthatthey'vebeen

treatingmelikeanoutcastformany

years!"

Me:"Heyyy,calmdown.Don'tletthem

gettoyou."

Ase:"OhnoI'mnotgoingtoletthem

darling.I'mnotcryingbecauseIam

hurt,IamcryingbecauseIampissed.

Iampissedthattheydon'twantto

acknowledgetheirwrongs.Theyare



makingitseemlikeit'smyfaultthat

thingsarelikethis."Ilookedather

sadly.

Me:"Aselikeyousaid,youdon'tneed

them.Theydon'tdeserveyour

tears,helltheydon'tdeserveanysort

ofreactionfromyou."

Ase:"Youareright!Ican'tletthem

breakmeagain!Andthisisaparty,

weareheretogetdrunkuntilwe

forgetournamesnottofocuson

narcissisticbrotherswhodon'tlove

me!"



Me:"Idon'tmeanyoushouldbottleup

yourfeelingsthough.Ifyouwantto

talkaboutthis,pleasedo.Don'tlet

thisturnyouintoaballofnegative

feelings,please."

Ase:"Don'tworry,Iwon't.Thosedon't

havetheprivilegetobreakme."I

chuckled.

Me:"That'smygirl."

Ase:"Enoughofthispityparty,we



needtogobacktotherealparty!"

Shegotup

Me:"Wait!Let'sfinishthesedrinks

beforewegoback,becauseoncewe

gobackinthere,Iamnotdrinking."

Ase:"Ahh,youaresuchabore."

Me:"You'vetoldmethatplentyof

timesbeforedarling."

Shesatbackdownandwecarriedon

withourdrinking.Wesatthereforan

hourtalkingaboutstupidthings,we



shewastheonesayingthestupidest

things.Wewerelaughingnon-stop,

untilwedecidedtogobacktothe

houseandjoinintheparty.

○

Thefollowingmorningwewokeup

andcleanedaroundthe

house,everyoneelsewhowasnot

familydidnotsleepover,theyhadto

leaveasdrunkastheywere.The

wholewaswasamess,therewere

bottleeverywhereandsomeofthe

foodwasscatteredonthefloor,talk



aboutungratefulpeople.

Aftercleaningthehouse,ofwhichwe

didn'tgetmuchdonebecausethe

peopleIwassupposedlycleaning

withwerehungoverashell.They

couldbarelypickup5bottleswithout

complainingaboutaheadache.

Wejumpedinourdifferentcarsand

drovebacktothepalace.

Whenwegotthereeveryonewentto

theirroomstosleepoffthehangover,

becauseIlovesleepingIalsodecided

tojoinin.

•

•



•

•

•
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-Lastonetomorrow!!!(Idon'twantto

postittonight)
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Thingswerefallingintoplacebitby

bit.Siphowasdoingokay,Iguess.He

hadresignedfrombeingtheCEOof

thefamilycompany,hesaidhewants

tofocusonhisbusinessthathe's

beenworkingonontheside.He

spendsalotoftimeatthehouseas

perSivuyile'sinstructions.Ithinkhe

wantedtokeepaneyeonhimand

alsomakesurethathedoesn'tfeel

alone,eventhoughAsenathihas



officiallymovedinwithhim.Speaking

ofAse,hersiblingsdramahas

followedhertoJoburg!Apparently

herbrotherswanttofixthingswith

her,butsheisnothavingit.She

doesn'twantanythingtodowith

them,it'sevenworsenowthatSphelo

andSihlearemovingtoJoburg.I

don'tknowwhetherit'sbecausethey

wanttofixthingswithherforrealor

maybetheygotnewjobsthisside.As

soonastheytoldusthattheywere

movingthisside,theyaskedAsenathi

tomoveinwiththem,ofcoursemy

girldeclined.Idon'tevenknowwhat

theywerethinkingaskingherthat



whileknowingverywellthattheir

relationshipisveryrocky.There'sjust

somethingaboutthoseguys,some

sortofarrogance,tillthisdaythey

haven'tproperlyapologisedfor

everythingtheyhavedonetoherbut

somehowtheyexpecthertoforgive

them.Itreallydoesn'tmakesense.

OntheotherIhaveproblemsofmy

own,thingsbetweenandSivuyileare

fine,Ithink.Ohwhattheheck!They

arenotfine,atall.Sivuyileis

somehowdistantfrom,wellnotreally

distantdistant,Imeanhisdickis

distantfrommypussy.Myhusband

isaverysexualhumanbeing,soit



worriesmewhenhegoesfordays

withoutaskingforsex,andthat's

exactlywhat'sgoingonrightnow.It

hasactuallybeenweekssincewe've

beenintimate,amonthandweekto

beprecise.Actuallythelasttimewe

madelovewasthenightbeforeIwas

admittedatthehospital.Idon'tknow

what'sgoingonwithhim,I'vetried

makingadvancesathimbutnothing

seemstobedoingthetrick,Itried

seducinghim...yesItriedseducing

myownfreakenhusband!Allweever

doiscuddleandtalk.Whatpisses

meoffthemostisthatIcanseethat

hewantsme,butsomehowhefindsa



waytoturnmedownandleaveme

lyingonthebedlikeawetchicken.I

haven'thadthecouragetotalktohim

aboutthis,andtobehonestIam

sexuallyfrustrated.Sivuyileisthe

samepersonwhomademegetused

tohavingsexallthedamntimeand

nowhecan'tfeedmyaddiction!That

isnotfaironme!

Iwastryingmybesttokeepmy

feelingsincheckaboutthis,butI

can'tdoitanymore.Iamgoingtotry

onelasttimeandifitdoesn'twork

out,Iamconfrontinghimaboutthis.



AsIhavementionedthatSipho

resignedfromtheCEOpositionat

ZH,Sivuyilehadtostepbackinas

CEO.Imustsayhewasreallyhappy

tobebackatZH,apparentlyworking

atthesurgerydoesn'texcitehim

anymore.Istilldon'tgetwhyhedida

Medincinedegree,hecouldhave

chosenabusinessmajorsincehe

enjoysworkingathisfamilycompany

somuch.

"Baby!"Isnappedoutofmythoughts.

Me:"Mmmh!Ohsorry,didyouneed



something?"

Sivuyile:"Yeah,myshirt....it'sinyour

hand."

Me:"Ohhhyeah!Thereyougo."I

handedittohim.HeputitonandI

helpedhimtobuttonitup.Iplaceda

kissonhislips,herespondbutbroke

itquickly.

Sivuyile:"eishbabe,I'mgoingtobe

lateformyfirstdayatwork."He

clearedhisthroat.



Me:"Howareyoufeeling,nervous

or...?"

Sivuyile:"I'mexcited,eventhoughIam

goingtomissworkingwithThemba."

Me:"Butyouwillstillseehim

wheneveryouwant."

Sivuyile:"Yeahandwewillwork

togetherwithhelpingLuzukoandhis

ga-*ahem*histeam."



Me:"HelpingLuzuko?Whatareyou

helpinghimwith?"

Sivuyile:"Uhm...it'sjustaprojectthat

hehiredustodo."

Me:"Aproject?Youmeanagangster

project."

Sivuyile:"what?Gangster?What

makesyouthinkLuzukoisa

gangster."Ishebringforreal?

Me:"Areyouserious?"



Sivuyile:"Howdidyouknowabout

that?"

Me:"Heworkswithmybrothers."

Sivuyile:"Youknowaboutyour

brotherstoo?How?"

Me:"Theytoldme.HehSivuyilewhat

happenedtonotkeepingthingsfor

eachother?"

Sivuyile:"Ahhbabyyoualsokeptquiet



aboutyourbrothers'gangsterism

nje."

Me:"It'snotthesame,wenayoudidn't

tellmeaboutyoubeingassociated

withthegangsters."

Sivuyile:"Iamnotassociatedwith

them,Ijusthelpthemouthereand

there."

Me:"Thatisbeingassociatedwith

them!Youshou-...youknowwhat,you

goingtobelateforwork,soyou

bettergetgoing."



Sivuyile:"Butbabywearestilltalking."

Me:"Youaretheonewhosaidyou

don'twanttobelateonyourfirstday

back,sotsamaya(go)."

Sivuyile:"Arewefightingrightnow?"

Me:"No."

Sivuyile:"Good!CauseIdon'tneed

thistoday."Ilookedathimin

disbelief.Howdarehesaythattome?



"Gottogo."Hekissedmycheekand

lefttheroom.Isatdownonthebed

andlookedatthedoor.Whatthehell

iswrongwithhim?

Istoodupandcleanedtheroom

beforegoingdownstairs.Igot

suprisedwhenIsawAseinthe

loungewatchingTV,welltheTVwas

watchingherrather.

Me:"Hey!Ididn'tknowyouwere

here."Isatdownnexttoher.She

snappedoutofherownworld.

Ase:"Hey.UhmIaskedbhutitodrop



meoffheresincehe'sgoingoutof

town."

Me:"Areyouokay?"Shegavemea

faintsmile."Ase,talktome."

Ase:"SpheloandSihleareofficially

movingthissidetomorrow."

Me:"Ohhreally?Howdoyouknow

that?"

Ase:"Sihlecalledmetodaytotellme

thebignews."Sherolledhereyes.



Me:"Howdoyoufeelaboutthat?"

Ase:"Idon'tcare,honestlyIdon't.I

justdon'tgetwhytheywouldchoose

tocomehereofallcities.Theyjust

enjoyruiningmylife!"

Me:"Whatdidwesayaboutgiving

thempower?"

Ase:"YeahIknow,Iknow."

Me:"Youknowwhat!Weshouldgo



outforlunchtoday,me,youand

Zintle."

Ase:"Youpayingright?"Irolledmy

eyes.

Me:"Asusual!"Shelaughed.

Ase:"Let'scallZintlethen."Shetook

outherandstarteddialingZintle.

Zintle:"Bitch!"

Ase:"Cancellinganyplansyouhave



today,wearegoingout."

Zintle:"Youpaying?"Ilaughed

Ase:"Hellno!Nathiis."

Zintle:"Awesome!Andcanweplease

gotoSPURI'vebeencravingtheir

ribs."

Me:"Aibosisi!Youarenotpayingbut

youhavethelivertochoosea

restaurant."



Zintle:"Don'tbecruelBooty,allowme

tofeedyourGod-child.It'swhatshe

wants."Ilaughed

Me:"Manipulation!Finewewillgo

there.Bereadytobepickedupat1

ke."

Zintle:"Makeit2please.Ihavean

appointmentat1withmygyne."

Me:"Oh-..."

Ase:"Cancelit!"



Me:"Arecrazy?"

Ase:"What?"MeandZintlelaughedat

her.

Zintle:"Ineedtocheckonhowmy

babyisdoingAse."

Ase:"Ourbabyyoumean.CanIcome

with?"

Zintle:"I'mactuallygoingwithThami."



Ase:"Ohhhthat'snice."

Zintle:"YeahIknow.Guys,wewilltalk

laterneh."

Me:"Alrightboo,bye."Shehungup.

Ase:"SeemslikeThamiisstepping

up."

Me:"Ialwaysknewhewould.He'sa

goodperson."

Ase:"Doyouthinkyourbrotherwould



havedonethesame?"

Me:"Definitely.Mybrotherisvery

responsible."

Ase:"True.Doyouthinkshe'sfinally

overhim?"Ishookmyhead

Me:"Idon'tthinkso.Aweekdoesn't

gobywithoutheraskingmeabout

him.Butsheistryingtomoveon

though."

Ase:"YeahIknow.Wehavetalked



aboutit."

Me:"Wewillaskherallaboutit

today."Shenodded.Herphone

beeped.Herlipsformedintoasmile

asshereadwhatevershewas

reading.

Ase:"Babes,Ihaveyogo

somewhere."

Me:"Where?Withwho?"

Ase:"somewheremom!"Mxm



Me:"Butwehaveplansnje."

Ase:"Westillhaveplentyoftime

before2."

Me:"Youbetterbebackbeforethatke.

Iknowhowwegetwhenweare

aroundadick."

Ase:"Whosaidthispersonhasa

dick?"

Me:"Mxm.Onlyadickappointment



canmakeyousmilelikethat."

Ase:"Seeyouinafewbabes."She

worehershoesandranout.

Iwonderwhoshe'sgoingto?She

hasn'tsaidanythingaboutanewman

inherlife.Thesmileshehadonher

facejustshowedthatwhatevershe

hasgoingonwiththatpersonis

morethanjustsex.Ineedtoknow

whothatpersonis,andsheisgoing

totellmetoday!I'llmakesureofit.

Igotupfromthecouchandmademy

waytoChulu'splayroom.



○

AfewhourslaterAsenathifinally

cameback.Weimmediatelyleftfor

our'date'whenshearrived.We

passedatZintle'shousetopickher

upthenwedrovetothemall.

Zintle:"LordI'msogladwearefinally

here!"Shesaidaswesatdown.The

waitercameandgaveusmenus.

Ase:"whydidn'tyouaskyourbaby

daddytobuyyousome?Orhe

doesn'twantyoinvolvehimselfinthe



cravingssection?"

Zintle:"Ohnohedoes.Heactually

wantstobeinvlovedineverything,he

saidhewantstotakecareofmy

everyneed.Hedidaskmeaboutmy

cravingsandItoldhim,helaughed

andsaidhisbabyhasanexpensive

taste."Welaughed.

Me:"Heisright.Otherpregnant

womancraveforthingstheyhaveat

homeandwenayouwantrestaurant

things."



Zintle:"It'snotmyfault."Thewaiter

camebackandtookourorders.

Ase:"Stopusingmychildasashield

foryourcravings."Shelaughed.

Zintle:"Iamnot,thebabyistheone

whomakesmecravetheseribs."

Ase:"mxmoho."

Me:"So,howarethingsathome?Your

dadstillgivingyouthesilent

treatment?"



Zintle:"Yep.He'sastubbornmanthat

one.Butatleasthedoesn'tleavethe

roomwhenIenteranymore,sothat's

progress.MomsaysIshouldgive

himmoretimehewillcalmdown."

Ase:"Butit'sbeenoveramonth,that's

alongaddtime."

Zintle:"Iknow,butI'llbepatient."She

smiledalittle.

Ase:"Yeah,andyoushouldn'tstress



aboutthis.Apparentlystressisnot

goodforthebaby."

Zintle:"I'mtryingnottostress,butI

can'thelpit.ImeanIstaywiththis

personinthesamehouse.Even

thoughthedisgustedlooksandhim

leavingtheroomhasstopped,the

factthatheisstillnottalkingtome

hurts."

Me:"Awwbabe.Look,whydon'tyou

moveinwithusforthetimebeing.

Justuntilhecomesdownandaccept

thispregnancy."Sheshookherhead



Zintle:"Nah,Ican'tdothat.That

woulddefinitelymakehimmore

angry."

Me:"tjoh!Sowhatnow?"

Zintle:"Idon'tknow.IguessIjust

havetotryandfocusonthepositive

things,justformybaby'ssake."I

smiled

Me:"Youstilldon'twanttoknowthe

gender?"



Zintle:"Yeah,Iwantittobeasurprise

andsodoesthedaddy."

Ase:"Hambadaddy!"Welaughed.

Zintle:"Ohyes!"Shecheeredanddida

minidanceasourfood

arrived,makingthewaitresslaugh.

Waitress:"Sorryformakingyouwait

mommy."Sheleft.

Ase:"Speakingofdaddy,howdidhe



takethenewswhenyoutoldhimyou

werepregnant?"

Zintle:"Hewasweirdlyexcited,asif

hewasexpectingthenews."

Me:"Woah!Thatmeansheplanned

this!"

Zintle:"That'sexactlythesamethingI

saidtohim,buthedeniedit.Hesaid

heissuprisedbuthappyatthesame

time."Aseshookherhead



Ase:"Helied.Heplannedto

impregnateyou."

Me:"Aren'tyouangry?"

Zintle:"atfirstIwas,butImovedon

fromthat.Idon'thavetimetobe

angryoversomethingIcan'treally

change."

Me:"Heh!You'vereachedthematurity

level."

Zintle:"Uyangi'jwayelekemanje!"We



laughed.

Ase:"Thamisaidthathewilltakecare

ofyoureveryneed,right?"Zintle

nodded."Doesthatmeanhewillalso

takecareofyourhorniness?Cause

I'vehadthatpregnantwomanare

alwayshorny."

Zintle:"Noooooo!Thatwon'thappen,I

can'tallowhimtodothat."

Me:"Whynot?He'sthebabydaddy

mosnothingwrongthere."



Ase:"IbetifitwasThabo,you

wouldn'teventhinktwiceaboutit."

Zintlegiggled."Ah!Youstillgiggleat

thementionofhisname?That'snot

good."

Zintle:"No!Ijustfindwhatyousaid

funny."

Ase:"Don'tlietome,youarestillnot

overtheMokoenabastard?"

Me:"Aibo!Whyisheabastardnowall



ofasudden?"

Ase:"Hebrokemygirl'sheart,soI'm

onherside."Irolledmyeyes."Roll

themallyouwant,hedidit."

Me:"mxm."

Zintle:"Hedidn't,Ishouldn'thave

caughtfeelings."

Ase:"Xa'icatchisaiyacatchisasisi,you

didn'tdoanythingwrongwena."



Me:"Right!"

Ase:"HehNathi,tellmeexactlywhy

don'tyouwantyourbrothertodate

Zintle?Doyouthinkyouaregoingto

marryyourbrotherifyoukeep

pushinggirlsawayfromhim?"

Me:"FirstofallIdon'tpushgirlsaway

fromhim,mybrotherscandate

whoevertheywant.SecondlyZintleis

myfriend,mybestfriendrathersoI

wouldn'twabttoseeherheart.I

warnedheraboutdatingmy

brother,becauseIknowhim.Ihave



neverinmyentirelifeseenThabo

faithfultoagirl,soIknewhewasn't

goingtobefaithfultomyfriend,Ihad

towarnherofftherelationship.Not

becauseIdidn'twanthertodatemy

brotherbutbecauseIdidn'twabtto

seeherhurt.Evenaftertheirlittle

situationshipcametomyattention,I

warnedherbutshedidnotlistenand

Ileftitlikethat.Nowlookathow

thingshaveturnedout?OnethingisI

knowmybrother,andIwaslooking

outforafriend."

Ase:"Woah!CalmdownIwasonly

kidding.Idoknowthatyour



intentionswerepure."

Me:"Idonotappreciateyoucalling

mybrotherabastardora

heartbreaker,hedidn'tbreakanyone's

heart.MybrotherlovedZeebutshe

didn'tfeelthesameway,heagreedto

whateveragreementhehadwith

Zintlebecausehewantedherinhis

lifebutshestillwasn'tbudging.Now

thathehasmovedonandfoundlove

withsomeoneelse,it'sacrime?

Kahlenibo!IfanythingZintleisthe

onewhobrokemybrother'sheart.

Womenneedtotakeaccountability

fortheiractionsandstopblaming



menforeverything!"Iwaspissedoff.

Idon'tknowwhetherit'sbecauseAse

calledmybrotheraheartbreakerand

worstofallabastardorit'sbecause

oftheproblemsIhaveinmyown

homewithmyhusband.

Ase:"HaiboNathi,Iwasonlyjoking

girl.I'msorry,Ididn'tmeantocall

yourbrotherabastard.Ithoughtyou

weregoingtotakeitasoneofmy

jokes,I'msorrygirl."Ilookedather

andblinkedawaytears."Babeare

youcrying?IsaidI'msorry."



Me:"Nonono,I'mnotcryingbecause

ofthat."Iwipedawaymytears."I'm

alsosorryforlashingoutonyou,I

shouldn'thavedonethat."

Ase:"Thenwhyareyoucrying?Isit

Sivuyile?Whatdidhedothistime?"

Me:"Nothing."

Zintle:"Doesn'tlooklikenothing.Talk

tous."

Me:"Ithinkhe'scheatingonme.".



Zintle:"What?!Again?!"

Ase:"Woah!Whatmakesyousaythat?

Idon'tthinkbhutiwouldeverdothat

toyouagain."

Me:"Hehasn'ttouchedmeinamonth!

Whatdoesthatmean?"

Ase:"itcouldmeanalotofthings,

maybehe'sstressedoutatworkor

something."



Me:"Ijustdon'tknowwhattomake

outofthis.I'mnotusedtoacelibate

Sivuyile,onewhojustcuddlesat

nightandnotdoanythingsexualto

me."Theystartedgigglingbefore

burstingoutwithlaughter.

Zintle:"Girlyouaresexuallyfrustrated!

Sivuyileisnotcheatingonyou.Have

younoticedanychangefromhim

otherthanhimdeprivingyousome

dick?"Ishookmyhead."Thenheis

notcheating.Ifhewasyouone."I

sighed.



Me:"Iknow,Ijustdon'tknowwhatto

think."

Ase:"Justdon'tthinkaboutcheating."

Ilaughed

Me:"Iwon'tsis'wakhe!"

Zintle:"Yeahlet'seatandstoptalking

aboutheavystuff,please."

Ase:"Isecondthat!"

Me:"Wenakemisssecondthat,who's



thenewmaninyourlife."She

blushedandlookedaway.

Zintle:"heeeh!She'sevenblushing!

NowI'mmorethaninterested."

Ase:"Thereisnonewmanguys."

Me:"Liar!"

Zintle:"Icanseeitinyoureyes,

usemathandweni,usemathandweni

wena!"Shesang



Ase:"Stopit!"Sheblushedsomemore.

Me:"TellushleAse."

Ase:"Fine!Andthisthinghasbeen

burningmeinside.So....meand

Lunganidecidedtopursuea

relationship."

Me:"What?!"Wescreamedin

excitement,butsoontoneditdown

whenwerealisedpeoplewere

watching."Whendidyoudecide

that?"



Ase:"Whenwerealisedthatwehad

feelingsforeachother."

Me:"Soyouguysareacouplenow?"

Ase:"Yep."Sheblushed."Heisso

sweetguys,hegetsmeandhe

makesmefeelreallyspecial."

Me:"Ayeye!"

Zintle:"SowhataboutMark?



Ase:"Who'sthat?Whereisheeven

from?"Welaughedandhighfived

eachother.

Weateourlunchwhiletalkingand

laughing,itwasreallyfun.Kaywas

theonlyonemissing,unfortunatelyhe

isstillnotbackfromKZN.

AfterourlunchAseconvincedusto

goto'ourstore',yourememberthe

sexshopwewentto,whereIboughta

littlenumbertosuprisemyhusband?

Yepthatone.ShesaidIneedtobuy

somethingtorevivethefireinmy

bedroom,shealsoboughtsomething

forherself.



○

SohereIamnowsittinginasexy

poseonmybed,wearingavery

skimpyoutfit.Iamwaitingfor

Sivuyiletocomebackfromwherever

heisheldupashesaidonthetext.

I'mnotasnervousasIwaswhenI

firstdidthis,theonlythingthatis

makingmenervousrightnowishim

possiblyrejectingme.Theoutfitthat

Asechoseformeisanotreallythat

differentfromthefirstoneIhad,well

thisisashortnetdress,itisvery



tightandunderneathIamnot

wearinganything.ThebestreactionI

amhopingforishimdroppingthis

briefcaseandtearingthispieceof

clothingoffofme.

Iheardthedoorslowlyopening,

maybehethoughtIwasalready

asleep.

Ipullmysexylookashewalksinthe

room.Iwatchedhimashetriesto

closethedoorslowly,hedidn'teven

noticemesittingonthebed.

Me:"Heyloverboy."Hejumpsin

shock.



Sivuyile:"Shit!Youscaredme.I

thoughtyouwerealreadyasleep."Oh

wow.Heputhisworkbagandhis

blazeronthefloor.Ifitwasanother

dayIwouldscoldhimfordoing

that,butmyfocusisnotonthatright

now.

Me:"Ofcoursenot.I'vebeenwaiting

foryou."Istoodupandmademyway

tohim.Heclearedhisthroat

Sivuyile:"Uhmwhy?"



Me:"CauseIhaveasupriseforyou."

Sivuyile:"Su....su...suprise?"

Me:"Yes."

Sivuyile:"okay,whatisit?"Ishe

serious.

Me:"Suprise!"Itwirled."Doyoulike

it?"Henodded."Don'tyouwanna

takeitoffme?"Isaidseductively.Ibit

hisearlobealittle."I'mallyours

tonight."Ismashedmylipsonhis.



Wekissedforafewseconds,thenI

brokeit."Letmetakecareofyou."I

unbuttonedhisshirtandtookitoff.I

ranmyhandsdownhisupperbody

untiltheywereonthebelt.I

crouched,andstartedunbuckleling

hisbelt.JustasIwasabouttounzip

hispantshestoppedme."Relaxbaby,

I'mgoingtotakecareofyou."I

unzippedhispants.

Sivuyile:"Stop."Icarriedonwithwhat

Iwasdoing."Lunathistop,please."

Me:"there'snostoppingtonightbig



daddy."Igrabbedhissemiharddick

andtookitoutofhisboxers.

Sivuyile:"Damn!Isaidstop!"He

pushedmeoffhim.

Me:"WhatthefuckSivuyile?!"Igotup

fromthefloor."Whatthefuckis

wrongwithyou?!"Heputhisdick

backinhispants.

Sivuyile:"No!Whatthefuckiswrong

withyou?Youwerereadytorapeme

woman!"



Me:"Rapeyou?!Areyouhearing

yourself?"

Sivuyile:"Itoldyoutostop!"

Me:"Why?Why?!"

Sivuyile:"BecauseIamnotinthe

mood,geez!"

Me:"MaybethisiswhyIwantedto

takeyouasyousay!Youarealways

notinthemood."



Sivuyile:"That'snottrue."

Me:"Itis!Youaresayingonething

whileyourdickissayinganother.

Whatiswrongwithyou?Whydon't

youwanttohavesexwithme?!"

Sivuyile:"Canyoustopwiththe

theatricsplease!I'vehadalongday

andIjustwanttosleep."

Me:"Whoisshe?"Iaskedcalmly.



Sivuyile:"What?"

Me:"Thebitchthat'smakingyoulose

interestinme,whoisshe?"

Sivuyile:"Thereisnobitch."

Me:"Don'tplaywithme.Whothehell

isshe?!"

Sivuyile:"ThereisnooneLunathi.I

amnotcheatingonyou."

Me:"Ifyouarenot,thenwhydon'tyou



wanttosleepwithme?Yougottobe

gettingitsomewhereelse."

Sivuyile:"That'snottrue.Thereisno

one.I'mjustnotinthemood."

Me:"Notinthemoodforawhole

month?!Hehwenadon'tplaywith

me!"

Sivuyile:"Jesus!Allthisnoisefordick?

Brownmeat?Areyouserious?!

LunathiIamnotcheating.Youneed

tostopthisthingofyoursof

accusingmeofcheatingevenwhenI



amnot."

Me:"Welldoyoublameme?You've

doneitbefore."

Sivuyile:"Youknowwhat?Idon'thave

timeforthis."Hewalkedawaytothe

bathroom.

Me:"Hejustturnedmedown!He

turnedmedown!"Iwaspacing

aroundtheroom."No!Heisdefinitely

cheating.That'sgottobeit!"Icould

feeltearsbuildingup."Nononobaby

girl,heisnotcheatingonyou.He



promisedhewouldn'tdoitagain.Let

mecalmdownandspeaktohim

aboutthiscalmly."Itookdeep

breathstheIwalkedtothebathroom.

Islowlyopenedthedoor,asIwalked

inIcouldhearmoaning.Iwalkedin

futher.MymouthhungopenasImet

amustarbatingSivuyile.Igaspedin

shock.Hequicklyopenedhiseyes

andsawme.

Sivuyile:"Baby!"Ishookmyheadand

leftthebathroom.Iwentstraightto

theclosetandchangedintomy

onesie.Iwentbacktotheroom,and

themasturbaterwassittingonthe



bed."MyLove."Iignoredhim,and

removethepillowsoffthebed.Igot

inthebedandsatonmybumwhile

lookingathim.

Me:"allthistimeIthoughtyouwere

cheatingonmewithaperson,khante

noyouarecheatingonmewithyour

hands."Helookedatmeweirdly.

"Mothoojeswamapipekematsoho!

Wow!"

Sivuyile:"That'snotcheating."

Me:"Itisifyouaregoingtoleaveyiur



wifewhoisreadytohavesexwith

youtogoandmasturbateinthe

bathroom."Mytonewaslow.

"WatsebaSivuyileyouhavedefeated

me.Youseetonight,ong'hlotse

shame."

Sivuyile:"CanIjustexplainwhyIdid

this?"

Me:"Idon'tthinkitwillmakeany

difference,butcarryon."

Sivuyile:"Afteryoutoldmethatyou

arepreventing,youdon'twantany



kidsIwashurt.Yououtofallpeople

knowhowmuchIwantkids,soIfelt

likeitwasuselesshavingsexwith

someonewhodoesn'twanttohave

kidswithmeanytimesoon.Ididn't

wanttowastemyspermsonyou."

Me:"Soyouwouldratherwastethem

onyourhandsandthefloor?Canyou

hearhowstupidthatsounds?"

Sivuyile:"Lunathiareyoucallingme

stupid?Don'tdisrespectmeplease!"

Me:"Ididnotsayyouarestupid,Isaid



whatyouaresayingisstupid.Heeh

motho!Wespokeabouthavingkids

waybeforeIhadamiscarriage.Itold

youthatIwanttofocusonmy

studiesandChulu,soIcannothave

kidsfornow.Wenayouareacting

likeit'ssomethingnew,it'snot!You

knewaboutthisandyou

understood,sowhatchanged?"

Sivuyile:"Ithoughtafterthe

miscarriageyouwouldwanttohave

morekids."

Me:"Why?"



Sivuyile:"BecauseIwantmorekids."

Me:"That'stheproblem,youare

makingdecisionsbasedonwhatyou

wantandyouwantmetodothe

same.Wetalkedabouthaving

childrenandweagreedthatIcan't

carryonwithbeingonthepill,right?"

Henodded."Sonowbecauseyou

wantkidsIshouldalsowantkids?

Worstpartwehaven'tevenhadatalk

abouthavingkids.Evenbeforethe

miscarriage.Iknowyouwant

children,butweneverspokeabout



havingthem!Yourproblemisthat

youwanttodothingswithouttalking.

YesIwaswrongforresumingthe

contraceptivewithouttellingyou,I

apologisedforitandIthoughtyou

forgavemeandwemovedon.Clearly

notcausehereyouarepunishingme

kasex,andsatisfyingyourselfwith

yourhands."

Sivuyile:"I'msorry."

Me:"Sivuyilewang'khathatsa

marn(Youtireme)Iamtooyoungfor

this.Whatdoyouwant?Tellwhatyou



want."Myvoicewasstilllow.

Sivuyile:"Iwanttohavekids,asin

rightnow."

Me:"AndIdonotwanttohaveany

childrenatthemoment.Chuluis

enoughfornow.Nowwhat?"

Sivuyile:"WhatIknowisthatIwantto

haveakidatleastbytheendofthis

yearorearlynextyear.Whetherthe

kidisfromyouorsomeoneelse,I

don'tcare."Whatquickchange,from

anapologeticpersontoanasshole.



Me:"Ohhthat'showit'sgoingtobe

now?"Heshruggedhisshoulders.

"Wellyouhavejustdecidedthefate

ofthismarriage.Switchoffthelights

onyourwayoutplease."Ilaidonmy

sideandpulledthecoverovermy

head.AssoonasIcoveredmyself

tearsstartedspilling.IwaiteduntilI

heardhimleavebeforeIletoutasob.

Justlikethatmymarriagewasclose

tobeingover,orisitover?
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Wakingupthefollowingmorning,I

satonthebedandthoughtaboutour

exchangeofwordslastnight.My

heartbledasIthoughtabouthowmy

husbandtoldmeonmyfacethathe

goingtocheatonmejustsohecan

getachild.Idonotgetthisfuss

aroundhimhavingakid,wealready

haveChuluwhoisnotevenmy

biologicalchild,andnowhewantsto

gooutthereandmakeanotherchild

outsideofourmarriage,andI'm

supposedtostandforthat?Why

can'theunderstandandrespectmy

decisions?BecauseIamnotsayingI

willnothaveachild,I'mjustputting



thatonholdbecauseIhavetofocus

onmystudiesandgetmydegree

thenonlythenwewillplanforababy.

Iamreallynotaskingforalot,oramI?

Ihaveneverfeltsodisrespectedin

myentirelife,onceagainSivuyilehas

managedtobreakmyspirit.One

thingIwillnotstandforisbeing

disrespected,andthat'swhathedid

lastnight.Asawifehedoesn'tsee

me,hellhedoesn'tevenseemeasa

merehumanbeingandthatis

somethingIcannotdealwith.

Me:"hediddecidethefateofour

marriage,didn'the?"Iwipedofthe



tears."Timetotakeastandbaby

girl."Igotupfromthebedandwent

tothebathroom,passingthroughmy

bagsthatwerealloverthefloor.I

couldn'tsleeplastnight,soIstarted

packingmyclothes.YesIam

leaving,it'snousestayingwithaman

whodoesn'tlovenorrespectme.I

wasraisedbetterthanthis,Iamnot

desperateforlove.

Igotintheshowerandtookalong

hotone.Iletthetearsflowalongwith

thewater.Ijustcouldn'tbelievethat

onceagain,Iamleavingthishouse

becauseofhisselfishness.Ithurt,it

hurtsobad,ImeanIlovethisman,I



ammarriedtothisman.ButIguessit

iswhatitis.

Igotouttheshowerandwentbackto

theroom,Ilotionedmybodyand

changedintomyblacktracksuitand

myblacksneakers.Icombedmy

shorthairandputabeanieon.Ididn't

havetimetodressupandlook

cute,withweavesandall.

Ipulledmysuitcasesdownstairsone

byone.It'sfunnyhowIonlycame

herewith1bigsuitcaseandasmall

bagandnowIamleavingwith2big

ones,allthankstoAseandher

shopoholictendencies.IsmiledasI

thoughtaboutthat.



Me:"Damn!"IexclaimedasIputmy

lastsuitcasenexttothedoor.Iwent

backuptoChulu'sroom,hopefully

she'sstillsleeping.Iwon'tbeableto

dowhatIwantquicklyifshe'sstill

awake.Iopenedthedoorslowlyand

walked,luckilyshewasstillsleeping.

Iquietlytookherbagandplacedon

thefloor,thenIstartedemptyingout

herclothesfromtheshelvesandinto

thebag.Icouldn'tleaveherlikeIdid

thelasttime,atleastnowIamnot

goingtothehotel,Iamgoingbackto

myparents'house,myhome.Sowe

willbeinachildfriendly



environment,andIamsurethatmy

brotherswillhelpmewithher.

Me:"ohhh!Lookwho'sup!"She

smiledrevealinghertinyteeth.

Chulu:"mama!"

Me:"hellomylove."Iplantedakisson

herlips.

Chulu:"Thathe!"Sheheldouther

hands.



Me:"Youaresuchalazychild."I

madehersitonherbutt."Sitstill,I'll

bedonejustnow."

Iwentbacktothepacking.Ifinished

upandzippedthebag."Alright

booboo.Let'sgo."Itookherfromthe

bedandwalkedoutwithheronmy

hipandthebagonmyotherhand.

"Haibontombi!Kuthenina

ngoku?(Haibogirl,what'swrong

now?)"Iplacedthebagnexttomy

bagsandturnedtolookather.

Me:"UhmmorningMah."



Manxele:"Hellosisi.What'swiththe

bags?"Ishrugged.

Me:"UhI'mmovingbackhome."

Manxele:"Intoni?!(What?)Why?What

happened?"

Me:"Ican'treallytalkaboutit,butI'm

goingbackhome."

Manxele:"NoChulu?"Inodded."Ohh.

DoesthePrinceknowaboutthis?"I



shookmyhead."Youshouldtalkto

him,youcan'tleavewithouthim

seeingyou."

Me:"I-...he'satworkrightnow,andI

don'thavetime,Ineedtoleaveright

nowasIhavealongdayaheadof

me."

Manxele:"Noheishere,Ididn'tsee

himleaveforworkandI'vebeenup

since6int-.."

"What'sgoingonhere?"



Me:"speakofthedevilandheshall

appear."Imumbled.Manxelequickly

bowedandexcusedus,takingChulu

withher.Iguessshenoticedthatit

wasn'tgoingtobeaprettytalk.

Sivuyile:"What'swiththebags?"

Me:"I'mleaving."

Sivuyile:"Leavingtowhere?Areyou

goingonvacationorsomething?"



Me:"something."

Sivuyile:"Stopwithyourchildish

games.Whereareyougoing?"

Me:"Home."

Sivuyile:"Todowhat?"

Me:"Tostay,duh."

Sivuyile:"Butthisisyourhome."



Me:"Notanymore."

Sivuyile:"Whatdoyoumean?"

Me:"I'llsimplifythisforyou.Iam

leavingyou.Weareover,andIam

goingbacktoMYhome."

Sivuyile:"What?!Youcan'tdothat.

Lunathiyoucannotalwayspackup

andgoeverytimewegetintoalittle

sillyargument,that'snothow

marriageworks."



Me:"Sillyargument?!There'swas

nothingsillyaboutthatargument

Sivuyile!Youtoldmestraighttomy

facethatyouaregoingtogoout

thereandhaveachildwithsomeone

else.Iamnotgoingtogothrough

thatpainagain,painofbeingcheated

on.Worstpartnowtherewillachild

involved.Never!"Iyelled.I

sighed,calmingmyselfdown."You

knowwhatyoudidyesterdayproved

tomesomethingthatIhavealways

knownbutI'vebeenindenial.Youdo

notrespectmeSivuyile,youdonot

valueyou.Youdon'tcareaboutme

asperson!"



Sivuyile:"That'sbullshit,andyouknow

it!Whatdidyouwantmetosayordo?

Ishouldfollowwhatyousayknowing

verywellthatIdonotagreewithit."

Me:"Yourproblemisthatyoucannot

listen!Assoonasyouhear

somethingthatyoudonotagree

with,yourearsautomaticallyclose.I

didnotsayIdonotwanttohavea

babywithyou!IsaidIwanttofinish

mydegreebeforeIhaveafreaken

child!Wejustlostachildamonth

agoandalreadywenayouwantto



makeanotherone!What'swrongwith

you?"

Sivuyile:"Iwanttohaveachildwith

mywifegoddammit!Isthatso

wrong?!"

Me:"Itisifyouaregoingtoforceme

tohaveone,Iamnotready.Iamnot

abouttobringachildin-...youknow

what,Iamdonewiththis

conversation."

Sivuyile:"Soyouareleavingme

becauseIwantachildandyoudon't?



Howstupidisthat?!"

Me:"Onceagainyouandthepointare

strangers.Iamnotleavingyou

becauseofthat,Iamleavingyou

becauseofwhatyousaidandhow

youmademefeel.Youdisrespected

meSivuyile!Youhurtmyfeelings!

AndIwillnotstaywithamanwho

makesmefeellikeIamnotwoman

enoughjustbecauseIwanttopursue

mydreamfirst!Ifyoudonotsupport

mydreams,theitmeanyoudon't

love,itmeansyoudon'tcareabout

me."Isaidinabreakingvoice."You

hadthenervetotellmeinmyface



thatyouaregoingtosleepwith

anotherwoman,makeababywithher,

andamsupposedtostaywithaman

whodoesthat?Whatkindofwoman

wouldthatmakeme?Iwillnotallow

youtodestroymeagain,you'vedone

itoncebutnotagain!Iamsettingyou

free.Youarefreetogooutthereand

sleepwithwhoeveryouwanttosleep

withandmakeasmanybabiesas

youcan.Iamdonewithyou,forgood

thistime."

Sivuyile:"Lunathiyouarebeing

unreasonablerightnow."



Me:"amI?AmIreally?"

Sivuyile:"Youareleavingmeforthe

secondtime?"

Me:"andwho'sfaultisit?"Iturnedon

myheelsandwalkedtowhere

Manxelewas,withChulu.Iquickly

wipedmytearsbeforetheysawme.

"UhmMah,it'stimetoleavenow.I

needthelittlemisus."Shelookedat

mesadly.



Manxele:"Mntanam,akwenziwakanje

emendweni(mychild,thisisnothow

thingsaredoneinmarriage.)Asa

wifeyouneedtobethepillarofa

home,ifyoukeeponleaving

everytimehedoessomethingwrong

whodoyouthinkwillbuildthisfamily?

Kuyanyamezelwaemtshatweni

mntanam."

Me:"WithallduerespectMah,thisis

notthe1960s.Thatkuyanyamezelwa

sh-..statementdoesn'tworkinthis

era.Iknowmyworth."Sheshookher

headindisappointment."Idon'tknow

iftheroyalfamilywillallowmeto



enlistyourservicessincetheydonot

wantanyonelookingafteruChulu.I

willtalktotheQueenandfind

out,thenIwillcontactyouor

Mam'Luvo."

Manxele:"Haykulungilesisi."

Me:"Baby,izamasambe(comelet's

go)."Shedroppedwhatshewas

doingandcametome.Itookherinto

myarms."Usalekakhlemah(stay

well)andpleasedosaymygoodbyes

toMam'Luvo."



Manxele:"Alrightsisi.Byebyesisiza."

SheplayedwithChulu'scheek.

Iwentbacktowheremybagswhere,

Sivuyilewasnolongerthere.That

kindofstungabit,maybealittlepart

ofmewantedhimtobegmetostay,

butIguesshedoesn'thavetimefor

that.

Me:"Thisisitbaby!"

○



It'sbeenamonthsinceI'vebeen

backathome,Ihaven'theard

anythingfromSivuyile.Well,hedoes

callonlytospeaktohisdaughter.At

firstwhenhecalledIthoughthe

wantedtotalkaboutus,ortobegme

tocomeback,soIignoredthecall.

Onlyforhimtomessagemeafew

minuteslatersayinghewanttotalk

tohisdaughter.TheyFaceTimeevery

night,andhearinghisvoicejustfeels

likeastabtomyheart,butIlistento

theirconversationbecausesomehow

hisvoicealsosoothesthepain.

Weird,right?

Hehasn'tspokentomeaboutour



break-hehasn'tmadeanymeansto

tryandgetbackwithme.I'mactually

suprisedthatnoonefromthe

Dlaminifamilyhascalledtofindout

whatisgoingon.Ormaybetheydo

know?Butthat'simpossiblebecause

thelasttimeIleftthehousethey

knewaboutitimmediately,Iwonder

whatdifferentnow.Ormaybethey

justdon'tcare?

Myringingphonedisturbedthetrail

ofmythoughts.Iansweredwithout

checkingthecaller.

Me:"Hello."



Caller:"Hekesisi!I'vebeentryingto

getaholdofSivuyileandhe'snot

takinganyofourcalls.Canyou

pleasegivehimthephone."Itwashis

mom.Wait!WhatdoesshemeanI

shouldgivehimthephone?Don't

theyknowaboutourseparation?

Me:"uhhhhhe'snothereatthe

momentMah,canItakeamessage?"

Mrs'D:"Notreally,Ijustwantedtofind

outifhe'sokayna,actuallyallofyou.

Wehaven'theardfromyouguysina



month."

Me:"Ohhsorry,we'vejustbeenabit

preoccupiedthat'sall."WhyamIlying?

Mrs'D:"Toapointofnotcheckingup

onyourfamily?That'snotgoodmarn

bhabha."

Me:"IknowmahandIapologise,on

Sivuyile'sbehalftoo."

Mrs'D:"Hayalright.Ihopeyouwill

changethisbehaviour."



Me:"Definitelymah."

Mrs'D:"Ihavetogokebhabha.Kiss

mygranddaughterformeplease."

Me:"Willdo,bye."Shehungup.I

sighedinrelief.

"Whydidn'tyoutellyourfamilyabout

us?"-sent!

Ithrewthephoneonthebedin

frustration.



"Andthen,wena?"Shewalkedinand

satonthebed.

Me:"Keng?(Whatisit?)"

Bontle:"Ishouldbeaskingyouthat."

Me:"Ijustgotoffthephonewith

Ma'Dlamini."

Bontle:"Eh!Whatdidshesay?Isshe

backtobeingheroldbitchself?"

Me:"No.Shewasactuallyverynice."



Bontle:"Awu!She'sstillnicetoyou

eventhoughyouhaveseparated

fromherson?"

Me:"That'sthething,shedoesn't

knowaboutit."

Bontle:"What?!How?Didn'tSivuyile

tellthem?"

Me:"Iguessnot."

Bontle:"Iwonderwhy."Ishruggedmy



shoulders."Punkie,don'tyouthink

you'vepunishedhimenoughalready?

Maybehehaslearnthis

lesson,maybeyoushouldgobackto

yourhouse."

Me:"Mang?Sivuyile?Hedoesn'teven

feelguiltyaboutwhathesaid.Till

today,Ihaven'tgotanapologyfrom

him.MaybeifhedidapologiseI

wouldconsidergoingbackto

him,otherthanthatsorryshame.That

manneedstoknowthatwhathedid

wasunacceptable,healsoneedsto

learnhowtorespectmenotonlyas

hiswifebutasahumanbeingalso."



Bontle:"Soifhewouldcomehereand

apologise,youwouldforgivehimand

gobackhomewithhim?"

Me:"No.It'stoolate."

Bontle:"HaiboPunkie."

Me:"I'mserious.NnaausiIamdone

withSivuyile.Iamdonewiththe

marriage,Iwanttobefreeanddomy

ownthingswithoutworryingabout

whatwillsoandsosay.Iamtiredof



livingforotherpeople,Iamtiredof

doingthingstopleasepeople,Iam

tiredofbeingthislittleperfectwife

thatsaysyestoeverythingthat

peopleask,yohIamtiredausi!Iwant

tobeappreciated,Iwanttobeloved

fully,Idon'twantsomeonetomake

mefeelliketheyaredoingmea

favourbybeingwithme,Iwantto

fulfilmydreamsandmakeourlate

parentsproud.Iknowforsurethat

ourmotherwouldnotliketoseeme

pregnantwithoutfinishingschool."

Bontle:"Igetlilsis,andIunderstand

whereyouarecomingfromandyour



pointsarevalidausiwaka.Butdon't

youlovethisguy?"

Me:"Ido,trustmeIdo,butsometimes

loveisjustnotenough.Sivuyile

doesn'tseeanythingwrongwithwhat

hedid,hedoesn'tgetthathehurt

me."Iswallowedalumpinmythroat.

"I'mprettysureheishappywherever

heis."

Bontle:"Youdon'tknowthat."

Me:"Ido.Ifhe'snothappyaboutthis

separationthenwhydidhenottryto



convincemetostay.I'mprettysure

hethinksIwillgobacktohim

crawling,that'showweakhethinksI

am.Wellhe'sgotanotherthing

coming."

Bontle:"AyyIdon'tknowwhattosay

anymore.Youaresostubborn

Boitumelomarn."Ishrugged."Ineed

togonnajwale,Lizwiisaboutto

knockoff,soIneedtogoandcook."

Me:"Wait,beforeyougo.How'sit

goingwiththeadoptionprocess?"



Bontle:"ohhh,theyareinterviewing

familymemberstomorrow."

Me:"Ohwow!Soonyouwillbe

approvedtoadoptyourlittlebundle

ofjoy."

Bontle:"Hopefullyhey."

Me:"Don'tworry,youtickeveryboxin

thatcriteriathattheyhave."

Bontle:"Eyyletmegomylove.Iwill

seeyoutomorrowafterschool."



Me:"Alrightsis,bye."Shegotupand

lefttheroom.

○

LaterthatnightIwassittinginthe

loungewatchingTVwithmybrothers

andmydaughter.

Thabo:"Youneedtoteachthischild

Sesotho,please.I'vebeentryingto

talktoherinSesotho,shejustlooks

atmelikeIamcrazy."



Thabang:"That'sbecausesheisnot

Sotho,she'sXhosa."

Thabo:"Butshehasuncleswhoare

Sotho,sosheneedstolearnASAP."

Thapelo:"Youjusthadtoinclude

yourselfinthatequationneh?"Icould

hearwhattheyweresayingbutmy

mindwasnotcompletelyhere.

Thabang:"Punkie!"



Me:"Mmmh?"

Thabang:"Osharp?(Areyouokay?)"I

nodded.

Me:"YeahI'mfine."

Thabang:"Areyousure?"

Me:"Yeah."

Thabo:"Hayokay.Nnabahaeso(my

people)Ihavetogocheckonthe

misus."



Thabang:"Istillcannotbelievethat

youhaveonegirlfriendwatseba?

WenakaofelaThabo!(Youofall

people)"

Thabo:"I'vealwaysbeena

monogamist."

Thapelo:"Yeahright.You'venever

beenloyaltoanygirlwena."We

laughed.

Thabo:"That'snottrue,Ihavealways



beenloyaltoeachofthegirlsthatI

wasdating...atthesametime."We

laughedevenmore.

Me:"That'swhatyoucallbeingloyal?

Yeahright."

Thabo:"Atleasttheyknewthatwe

werenotexclusive.Unlikewena

Thabang,youliartopoor

girls,promisethemheavenandearth

onlyforyoutobreaktheirhearts."

Me:"RemeberMapule?"



Them:"Mapulethepsycho!"We

laughed.

Thabang:"Damn!Istillhavethatknife

scar!Thatgirlwasloco!"

Thapelo:"Idon'tblameher!Youslept

withhertwobestfriendsontheother

sideyouaremakingherthinkshe's

theonlywomaninyourlife."

Me:"Youplayedthepoorgirls

shame!"



Thabang:"ButI'vechangednow."

Me:"Yeahright.Istillhaven'tmetyour

1stablegirlfriend."

Thabang:"Don'tworryyouwillmeet

hersoon."

Thapelo:"Ihopeshe'snotapsycho,

wenayouhaveatendencyof

attractingpsychos."

Thabang:"NoIdon't."



Thabo:"IwishIhadtimetolist

them,MaraIdon't.Ihavetogo."

Thapelo:"Givehertome."Hehanded

Chulutoher.

Thabo:"Seeyousuckers.ByePunkie."

Me:"Bye."Heleft."DoyouthinkSliis

theonlygirlinhislife?"

Thapelo:"Yeah.Helovesthatgirl."



Me:"Areyousure?"

Thabang:"Isthatyourwayofaskingif

he'soveryourgirl?Ifyoumust

know,yesheis.Hedoesn'ttalkabout

heranymore,andyouknowonce

Thabomovesonfromsomethinghe

doesn'tlookback."

Me:"That'snotwhyIwasasking,Iwas

justmakingsurethathewon'tplay

thatlittlegirl."

Thabang:"Ayywedon'tknowabout

that,butsofarhe'sbeenacting



accordingly."

Me:"MmmhIh-..."myphonerang,

disturbingourconvo."giveme

strengthLord!"Itookadeepbreath

beforeanswering.

"I'moutside,Ineedtoseeyou."Tutut.

Justlikethat.

Thabang:"Closeyourmouthbefore

youdroolalloverthefloor.Whowas

that?"



Me:"Thedeviltestingme."Igotup

thecouchandworemyshoes."Kea

khutla(I'llbeback)"

HegotoutthecarassoonasIcame

outthegate.Myheartskippedabeat

asIlaidmyeyesonhim.Ihaven't

seenhiminawholemonth,allI've

beenhearingishisvoicethroughthe

phone.SometimesIfindmyself

goingthroughhispicturesonmy

phone,butseeinghimrightnow

standinginfrontofmeisgivingmea

wholedifferentfeeling.Ihad

forgottenhowhandsomeheis,well

maybenot.Hislipslookedasjuicyas



ever,ormaybeit'sbecauseIhaven't

kissedtheminawhile.

IquicklyclearedmythroatasI

realisedIwasdrooling.

Me:"Hi."

Sivuyile:"Hey."Iwantedtojumpon

himandgivehimahug,butmaybe

not.

Me:"Heyy."Isaid,again!

Sivuyile:"UhmI'msureyouare



wonderingwhyIcalledyououthere."

Isthisit?IsthiswhatI'vebeen

waitingtohear?

Me:"Uhmyeah."

Sivuyile:"Iwantedustocomeupwith

astorytotellourfamilyaboutwhat's

goingonbetweenus."Ornot!Wow!

Me:"ahhh,what?"

Sivuyile:"Yes.Weneedtotellthem

somethingjustsotheydon'tget



suspiciousaboutthedramathat's

goingonbetweenus."Ilookedathim

tryingtoprocesswhathewassaying.

Ithoughthecameheretoapologise.

"Maybewecantellthemthatyou

movedouttoaplaceclosertoschool

forawhile,becauseyouhavelate

classesorsomething."Howdumbis

thisguy?

Me:"Areyouseriousrightnow?Do

youhonestlythinktheiraregoingto

believethatcrap?"

Sivuyile:"Itwillatleastbuyussome



timeforyoutogetoverwhateveritis

thatyouaregoingthroughandcome

backhome."TF?!

Me:"OhmyGod!Ican'tbelieveyou

rightnow.Youknowwhenyousaid

youareoutside,Icameouthere

hopingthatyouaresomehowyou

weregoingtoapologiesforwhatyou

said.Ithoughtyoutooktimeto

yourselftounderstandwhyIleftand

whyIamfeelingthewayIfeel?Iwas

evenpreparedtoforgiveandcome

backhomewithyouifyouapologised.

ButIguessIwasafooltothinkyou

woulddosomethinglikethat."



Sivuyile:"Whatdoyouwantmetodo

Lunathi?Apologiseforwhat?"

Me:"Youjustdon'tgetit,doyou?"I

shookmyhead."Youknow

what,thereisnoneedtocomeup

withalieforyourfamily,Ithinkit's

timewetellthemthetruth."

Sivuyile:"Whichis?"

Me:"Thatweareover!Done!Finito!

Callameetingwithyourfamilyas



soonaspossible,I'llspeaktomy

auntsothatwecanputanendtothis

marriage."

Sivuyile:"HaiboLunathi,nowyouare

beingcrazy."

Me:"Ifthisisbeingcrazy,thenIguess

Iambipolar.YouknowSivuyilehad

yourespectedme,nonofthiswould

havehappened.Youknowwhat's

goingtohappennow,Iamgoingto

findmeahandsomemanwho's

goingtoloveandappreciateme,he's

goingtorespectmeandvalueme



andheisdefinitelygoingtosupport

mydreams,allthethingsthatyou

failedtodothroughoutourmarriage."

Sivuyile:"Fine!Ifthatwhatyouwant

thensobeit!"

Me:"Good!Myfamilywillbein

contactwithyours."

Sivuyile:"CanIatleastseemy

daughter."

Me:"Noyoucan't.Nexttimemakean



appointmentbeforeshowinguphere

likethisisyourhouse."

Iturnedonmyheelsandlefthim

standingtherelikeafoolthatheis!

Sivuyileneverceasetoamazeme!

Thatbigassheadofhishasnothing

butunpluggedwires.

IbangedthedoorasIgotinthe

house.

Thabang:"Yeeey!Youwillwakeherup

wenamarn!"

Me:"sorry."Ifuriouslysatonthe

couch.



Thapelo:"keng?"

Me:"WatsebaSivuyileissofullof

himself!Icannotbelievehim!"

Thapelo:"Whatdidhedothistime?"

Me:"NotwhatIexpectedhimtodo!"

Thabang:"Whichis?"

Me:"Itdoesn'tmatternow.Meand



himareover.Ineedyouguysto

contactboRakhadile

boMalome(auntsanduncles)Iam

officiallyendingthismarriage."

Thabang:"Ah.ahboBoitumelo."

Me:"What?"

Thabang:"Whatdidweteachyou

aboutmakingdecisionsinanger?We

alwaystellyounottomakeany

decisionswhileyouareangry,akere?"



Me:"Iamnotangryabuti.Iamhurt

morethananything."

Thapelo:"Pride."hesaidrandomly.

"That'swhatyoubothhave,noneof

youiswillingtobethebiggerperson

andmakethefirstmovetofixthis

mess.Youwouldratherdivorceeach

otherthantoswallowyourprideand

moveonfromthispettyfight."

Me:"Prideabuti?Thisisn'taboutpride.

YouofallpeopleknowthatIam

alwaysthebiggerperson,Iapologise

first,evenwhenIamnotatfault.But



notthistime.WhatSivuyilesaid,I

cannoteasilyforgetit.Hehurtme

abutiandhedoesn'twantto

acknowledgethat.Sesothosere

lesenyoakamolomolelokiswaka

molomo(amouthcandestroyand

fix),allhehadtodowastoapologise.

He'stheonewithpridemoh.Notme!"

Thapelo:"Pu-.."

Me:"Noabuti!Iamdonetalkingabout

this.Actuallyletmejustgotobed.

Kopangwana."IgotupandItookthe

sleepingChulufromhisarms.



"Goodnight.

Them:"Night."

Iwentstraighttomyroom.Itucked

Chuluin,Ichangedintomypajamas

andgotinunderthecoverswithmy

baby.

Mythoughtstrailedbacktothe

conversationIhadwithSivuyileafew

minutesago.Thenervehehad

expectingmetoforgivehimand

forgetabouteverythingwithouthim

evenaskingformyforgiveness.This

isthesamethingAsenathi'sbrothers



wantedfromher!Iguessthiskindof

behaviourrunsinthefamily.

○

18MONTHSLATER

°•BOITUMELO•°

Thisisit!ThemomentI'vebeen

waitingfor,forthepast2months.

HereIamwearingawhite

dress,waitingtowalkdowntheaisle

towedtheloveofmylife.2years

agoIthoughtIwasdonewith



love,butIguesslovewasn'tdonewith

measyet.

"Tumi,it'stimetogo."Itookadeep

breath.

Me:"Let'sdothis."

Zee:"Let'shopethesecondtimewill

beacharm."Ilaughed.

Me:"Ibelievethethirdoneisa

charm."Shelaughed.



Zee:"Hellno!Youcan'tgothrough

thisagain."

Me:"Youareright,thistimeit'sgoing

toworkoutperfectly."

Zintle:"Notnecessarilyperfectly,

becauseyouknowmarriagesarenot

perfect."

Me:"noneedtotellmeaboutthat,I

knowthatverywell."Shegiggled.

Zintle:"Youlookstunning."Ismiled.



"Whowouldhavethoughtthatyou

wouldhavethisbeautifulfairytale

weddingthatwealwaysspokeabout

beforeme?Phelawenayouwere

afraidofboys,Ieventhoughtyou

weregoingtogetmarriedattheage

of30."

Me:"Iwasn'tthatbad."

Zintle:"Ohhplease!Youusedtorun

awayeverytimeaboyapproached

you."

Me:"That'snottrue."



Zintle:"Itis.RememberThoriso?"I

couldn'thelpbutlaughasIremember

runningawayfromhimbeforehe

couldevensay'Hello'

Me:"HewasinmatricandIwasin

Grade8!"

Zintle:"Child!Don'tletmeremindyou

aboutalltheotherboys,please."We

laughed.

Me:"Okay,youareright.Iwasafraid



ofguysbackthen."

Zintle:"Andlookatyounow,alldolled

upandlookingamazing,readytowed

yourdreamman."Iblushed.

Me:"Youknowafterwhathappened,I

vowednevertowalkdowntheaisle

everagain.ButhereIam,doingit

again."

Zintle:"Itoldyouthatlovewasn't

donewithyouasyet.Justbecause

youhadonebadexperienceina

marriage,doesn'tmeanyoushould



giveuponit."

Me:"Iwasbroken...Iwasn'treally

loved.Theonlythingthatwascared

aboutwaswhatIwasbringingonthe

table."

Zintle:"Ngaphahewantedbabiesand

youwerenotready."

Me:"Eyyydon'tbringbackold

memories,please."

"Knock!Knock!Timetogoladies."



Zintle:"Letmegototheother

bridesmaids.Youlookgorgeous

bride!"

Me:"Sodoyoumaidofhonour."

Zintle:"Ohsnap!Ihopethekidsare

stilllookinggood,youknowhow

thoserascalsare."

Me:"EspeciallyTJ."

Zintle:"Don'tremindmeaboutthat



one,theonlythinkhegotfromus

fatherishislooks.Heisso

problematic.Thami'smothersaid

Thamiwasnothinglikethatgrowing

up"

Me:"Hecopiedthelooks,butnothis

behaviour."Welaughed

Thabang:"Haibo!Nako

bathong!(Time!)"Heshoutedfrom

outside.

Me:"MrPuntcualishere."



Zintle:"Letmegobeforehemurders

us."Sherushedtothedoorand

opened."Sorryaboutthat."

Thapelo:"Nowwedon'thavetimeto

giveherourownpeptalk."Zintle

laughed

Zintle:"I'msorry,yoh."Shewalked

away.

Thabo:"Wow!Punkie,youlook

stunning."Ismiled.



Me:"Thankyoubrother."

Thabang:"Momwouldbesoproudto

seeyouinthisbigwhitedress."

Me:"Definitely.Irememberhow

happyandproudshewasonBontle's

weddingday."Iblinkedawaythe

tears.

Thapelo:"Heyy,thisisahappyday.No

tearsplease."Ichuckled.



Me:"Notears.Idon'twantruinmy

makeupbeforethedayevenends."I

fannedmyeyes."Right!Areyouready

todothisforthesecondtime

brothers?"

Thabang:"Wewerebornready.Even

whenwedoitforthethirdtimewe

willstillbeready."Welaughed

Thabo:"Thatwasunnecessary."

Me:"Yeahno,therewon'tbeathird

time."



Thapelo:"Please!"Ilaughed.

Me:"Where'sabutiLizwi?"

Thabang:"He'ssu-..."

"SorryIamlate!"Ismiledwhilerolling

ymeyes.

Me:"Asalways."

Lizwi:"Kopanodidn'twantmetoleave



herwithhermom."Kopanoistheir

sonthattheyadopted.

Me:"Heissuchadaddy'sboy."

Lizwi:"Youknowit."

Me:"Letsdothisboys!"

Thabang:"boyskemang?(Whoare

boys?)"Ilaughed

Me:"YouknowwhatImean."



-------------------

Thegroup047startedperforming

theirhitsong'Wen'ungowam'asI

walkeddowntheaislewithmy

brothers.Iwassonervous,myheart

wasbeatingfastandmypalmswere

sweaty.Iheldontighttothebouquet

andsmiledasIrememberedthatI

amnotwalkingalone.Lizwiand

Thabangwerewalkinginfrontof

me,whileThaboandThapelowere

walkingbehindme.

Whenwegototheendofthe

aisle,theyallgavemehugsbefore



goingtositattheirrespectiveseats.

Ilookedathimandsmiled,heblinked

awaythetearswithasmileonhis

face.Thatwasjustconfirmationthat

myheartneeded,thiswasdefinitelyit!

Him:"Areyoureadytodothisone

moretimewithme?"Inodded.

Me:"Iwasbornready."

Him:"IloveyouBoitumeloMokoena!"

Me:"IloveyoumoreSivuyileDlamini."



Sivuyile:"Letsdothis!"

Weturnedandfacedthepastorhand-

in-hand.

•

•

•

•

•

THEOFFICIALEND!!


