
[1/10,23:26]Tatenda:Introduction

Nightshifts!Ireallyhateworkingatnight,that's

whenIgetmybeautysleep.8+hoursiswhatIneed.

Icannotsleepduringthedayformorethan5hours,I

justcompletelyfail.PlusEmihleneedshermommy

whenshegetsbackfromschool,sosleeping

doesn'thelp.ItrymybestnottofallasleepwhileI

workatnight,IneverforgettobuyPoweradeand

bioplus.Ipackedmybagandwenttocheckonmy

princessinherroom,shewassleepingpeacefully

andIleft.Thenannysleepsinaroomnexttohersso

shecanbeclosertoher.IliterallycriedwhenEmihle

saidshewantstosleeponherownaboutayearago,

Ijustwantedmybabytostayababy,butshe's

growing,toofastformyliking.Igottothehospital

andsignedbythereception,ihatesigningin.I've

workedhereforyearsandIstillhavetosignin,such

abore.

Nurse:DrKhoza

That'sme MynameisNayeAyabongaKhoza.A



28yearold,amother,asister,adaughteranda

gynecologist.I'mamothertomyoneandonly

princess,EmihleKhozawhois8yearsoldandthe

mostadorable,mosttalkactiveandenergeticchild

I'veevercameacross.Sheistheonewhoownsmy

heartandthereasonwhyIwakeupandgotowork

everyday.Havingherinmylifehasmademegrow,I

hadheratayoungageandIdon'tregretit.Sheis

thebestthingthathaseverhappenedtome.Her

fatherpassedawaywhenshewasjustayearanda

fewmonthsold.Shedidn'treallyknowhimthat

muchbecausehewasalwaysaway.Hewasinlove

withdanger,that'swhyhejoinedthearmyjustafter

hehadcameoutofthenavy,that'swherehemethis

end.Hisfamilyneveracceptedmydaughterandi

accepteditanddidn'tbotherthem,Icomefroma

lovingfamilyandsheneverlacksthepresencesof

anyonethatbelongstothatfamily.Idon'thate

Ndumiso,IlovehimandialwayscrywhenIthink

abouthim,andhowInevergottosaygoodbyeand

buryhim.Theyneverallowedmetoattendthe

funeralbutIwenttohisgravejustafterhewaslaid

torest.Enoughaboutthesadstuff.Icomefroma



verylovingfamilyasI'vesaid.MyparentswhomI'm

veryverycloseto,my2bigbrothers,Lwaziand

LungeloandmysisterNomkitha,I'mthelastborn

butNomkithaisjustolderthanmeby11months.

She'smarriedandstaysinCapeTownwithher

husbandand3babies MybrotherLwaziisalso

marriedbutLungeloisstilllivinghislifeasa

bachelor.Iamalsoastunningbachelorette Single

andnotlookingforanyman.Iamshort,tooshortfor

myliking.Iusedtobecalledshortbaseinhigh

schoolandwaswellknownforplayingnetball,which

wasweirdtomanybuttheydosaydynamitecomes

insmallpackages.Don'tthinkI'mshortasthe

womanonLittleWomanLA,I'mwaytootallerthan

them let'sjustsayI'mjustatadbitshortfora

28yearold.I'mgiftedintherightplaces,takingafter

myverycurviousmom.Iwearsize34onthewaist,

yetIfindithardtofindjeansthataccomdatemy

hips ihaveaflatstomachwhichI'vebeen

strugglingtomaintainforthepastfewdaysdueto

myeatinghabitsandmyboobsarejustaC-cup.I

felttheneedtorushtothebathroomandyup!



Mothernaturedecidedtocomeforavisit.Didit

havetobetonight? Ifixedmyselfupandwent

backtoworkwithahugesmileonmyface.I'm

abouttogodeliverababy,thiswomanhasbeen

screamingsoloud,she'sbeingverydramatic.Iget

thatshe'sinpainbutherscreamsaredeafening.It

washardbutwefinallydeliveredahealthybabygirl,

sheremindedmeofthetimewhenIhadEmihle,she

wasthemostprecious,yetsosmalllittlecreature.I

wasevenafraidtoholdhercauseIwasafraidshe

wasgoingtoslipandfall.Imadeapromisetoher

onthatdaythatI'dbethebestmothertoher,andI

amtryingtobethebestmotherandfatherasIcan

possiblybe.Beingasingleparenthasitsdays,it's

sometimesveryveryhard.TherearetimeswhereI

justsitandcrywishingIhadsomeonetohelpme

butGodneverlet'smedown.Ihavecomeacross

manychallengesandovercameeveryobstacle.I've

beenbeatdownbutwokeupmuchstronger.God

hasbeenwithmeeverystepofthewayandIknow

hewillalwaysbetheretoguidemeandprotectme.

Hewillnevergivemechallengesthatarewayabove

whatIcanhandle.Throughprayerandtheloveand



supportIgetfrommyfamilyandfriends,IknowI'm

secured.Myfriends,IhavewhatIcalltruefriends.I

knowthatdoesn'texistinmanypeopleslivesbut

Godgavemesisters.They'vebeenwithmethrough

itall,neverhavetheyturnedtheirbacksonme.

They'vebeenwithmeonmyworstdaysandonthe

greatestdays.Iappreciatehavingtheminmylife.I

havelotsoffriends,guysandgirls,weareafamily.

Theguyscameintoourlivesonenightwhenwemet

ataparty,they'vebeenaroundeversinceandwe've

justbeenonehappyfamily.Westickwitheachother

throughthickandthin.Timeflies,buttonight'sit's

walkingatapaceofatortoise.Itsonlyjust11:45pm

andIknockoffat6am,thisisreallyonelongnight

andmyperiodpainsaren'tshowinganymercy.Im

layingmyheaddownatmyofficeandfeelingmy

eyesgettingheavywhenAthibargesinwithouteven

knocking

Athi:Sleepingduringworkinghours

Me:Notagoodnight,amiloosingmyjob?

Athi:Youwillifyoudon'tgetthatprettyfaceup,you

looklikeuglyBetty.



Me:UglyBettyisverybeautifulbutjustgeekysoI

guessIamlookinggoodrightnowbutjustamess

Athi:ThenwhyissheuglyBettyifsheisn'tugly?I

betshelookslikeapig

Me:DoyouevenwatchuglyBetty?

Athi:Nop,Ialwayshearmysistertalkaboutit.

Me:Makessense.Whyareyouhere?

Athi:I'mworking.You?

Me:Duh,I'mworking.Ihatenightshifts.

Athi:Youdoknowyoudon'treallyhavetowork

Me:IhaveababyandmyselftotakecareoffsoI

gottadowhatagirlsgottado.

Athi:Youdohavesomeonewhocantakecareof

youwithoutyouhavingtowork.

Hesaidashestoodupandwinkedatme.Ithrewa

pencilathimandhelaughed

"You'reFiredDrKhoza"hescreamed thefriendsi

keepthough .Iknowverywellwhoheistalking

about,itsNkosi.Idon'tevenknowwheretobegin



whenitcomestoNkosinathi.Heis,heisamazing.

Veryhandsome,withaverygoodheart.Heistall

andbuff,hetakesgoodcareofhisbody.We'vebeen

friendsforawhilenow,weclickedtheveryfirsttime

wemet.Hehasconfessedhislovetomeandthe

wayhefeelsaboutme,twicebutthatwas2years

ago.I'mnotsureifhestillfeelsthesamewayand

itsalljustmyfault,Ipushedhimaway.Honestly,I

didhavefeelingsforhimbutIjustwasn'tready.A

hugepartofmefeltlikeIwasbetrayingNdumiso.

ButnowI'mokay,I'mreadyphysically,mentallyand

emotionally.Problemis,itstoolate.Hehasmoved

onwithhislife,lasttimewehadaparty,hecame

withhisgirlfriendandtomethatwasaconfirmation

thathewasdonewaitingupforme.AndIdon't

blamehim.Thatnight,hedidn'tevenlookatme.I

neverexistedinhislifesoIjustacceptedit.We're

justgoodfriendsnowandhestillhasagreat

relationshipwithEmihle.Otherthanthat,I'malso

donewithmyworkforthenight.Its4amandI'm

readytogo,Ican'tstayforanother2hours,I'll

suffocateandcollapse.
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Thedrivebackhomewasveryquickandmylegs

werefeelingreallynumb.I'veneverhadthose3days

cyclesorlightflowandnoperiodpains.Itsalways

justbeenaheavyheavyflow,periodpains!AndI

couldgoonfor2weeks,yepIhaveanirregularcycle

andIjusthatethattimeofthemonth.Itooka

showerandhadsupperandtuckedintomybed.

#AfterAFewHours

Emihle:Mom!Wakeup!

Imumbledandcontinuedsleeping

Emihle:I'mgoingtobelate!Wakeup



ShestartedjumpingonthebedandIwasvery

annoyed can'tIjustsleeppeacefully

Me:Emihle,stopit.OkayI'mwakingup.

Thesunwasshiningbrightlyandithurtmyeyesa

bit.

Me:Haveyouhadyourbreakfast?

Emihle:YesandI'mreadyforschool,I'llbelateifyou

don'tgetupnow.

Me:What'sthetime?

Emihle:07:50andIhavetobeatschoolin10mins

Me:Shit!

Istoodupandtookmycarkeys

Emihle:Youdidn'tevenshowerorwashyourface

mom

Me:Doyouwanttobelateforschool?

Emihle:No

Me:Thoughtasmuch.Besides,noonewillseeme.

Irolledmyeyesatherandshelaughed,MyEmihle



justamazesmeeveryday,sheisverybeautifuland

haslotsofhair,it'sverylong.Wealwaysfightwhen

wehavetocombit I'mjustgladshestillhasa

neatlyplaitedcornrowsorwe'dbemuchmorelate

thanthis.Igottoherschoolanddroppedheroff.I

cravedforsomefreshlybakedmuffinsanddroveto

muggnbean.Peoplewerelookingatmeweirdlyand

Ididn'tcare,Iwaswearingmyducksocks,pyjamas

andagown.Myhairwasalsojustamess.Igotmy

6muffinspluscoffeeanddrovebackhome.Igot

thereandZandywaslayingonmybedcomfortably.

Zandy:Iknewyou'dcomebackwithsomegoodies

Me:(yawning)Whatareyoudoinghere?Aren'tyou

supposedtobeatwork?

Zandy:YesbutI'llbejustahourlatesonotmuch

damagewillbedone

Me:Makespaceforme.

Zandy:What'sup?Youlooklikehell,I'msurethe

devillooksbetterthanyoudo

Me:Shutup.Itsjustthattimeofthemonth.



Zandy:Ohsorry,you'llbestrong.

Weatethemuffinsandsharedmycoffeewhile

havingacrazyconversation,Zandyisjustthe

craziestoutofallmyfriends,followedbySneh.I

havetosay,BelindaandIaretheonlycivilpeople,

theothersarejustnuts

Zandy:Imustgonow,youshouldbath,getsome

rest.I'llgetsomeonetobringyoulunchand

whateveryouneed

Me:Makesurethere'smoremuffinsthere.You're

suchasweetheart

Sheblowedmeakissandleft.WhatamIgoingto

donow Iscrolledtomybathroomandtookone

hotlongshower,Idon'tlikebathinginabathtub

whenI'minthissituation.Ifixedmyselfupandwore

newpairofpyjamas,andwentbacktobed.I

switchedoffmyphoneandputitonthecharger.

Tookmylaptopandwatchedamovie,watchingone

ofmyfavoritemoviesIjustcannevergetenoughof

it,NoStringsAttached.Idon'tknowhowmany

timesI'vewatcheditbutitfeelslikethefirsteach



timeIwatchit.ItendedaftertwohoursandIwas

veryhungry.ItextedZandytellingherI'mhungry.

She'stheonewhoofferedtotakecareofmesoI'm

usingthisopportunity,itonlycomesonceinalife

timeespeciallyfromZandy IwenttoEmihle's

roomandpackedafewtoysthatwereonthefloor

andwentbacktomyroom,whenyousickandbored.

Youjustdon'tevenkknowwhattodowith

yourself whenwillthisdayevenend?IthinkI

mightbelookingforwardtotonight'snightshift!I

wasjustlayingonmybedwhenNkosijustbardged

inmyroom,givingmesuchashock!

Me:NkosinathiMkhize!Areyoutryingtokillme?

Iscreamedandhejuststoodtherelookingatme,I

alwayshearmyheartbeatracingwheneverhelooks

deepintomyeyes,Ijustlookaroundtryingtoavoid

eyecontactwithhim.

Nkosi:I'msorryforscaryingyou.

Hewalkedaroundmyroom,likehewasinspectingit.

Itsthefirsttimeheisinhere,heopenedthecurtines

andonewindow.Ijustsatonthebedlookingathim.



Nkosi:Youweren'tansweringyourphone.

Me:Sorry,Iswitcheditoff.

Nkosi:Shesaidyou'reverysick

Me:Who?

Nkosi:Zandile

Me:Oh.

Nkosicanbesoweirdandscaryattimes.Theway

heislookingatmerightnow,itsmakingmeshit

scared.Heisjustunpredictable,there'sjust

somethingabouthimthatjusthassomuchdignity

andjustscreamsthatyoushouldrespecthimand

thatdemandingauraabouthim.Heisjustscaryyet

sohandsome,heisdarkwithaneatlytrimmedbeard.

Hiseyesarebrownandhisteetharejustsostraight

andwhite.Pureperfection.Ididn'tmeantostareand

drooloverhimbutIcan'thelpmyself.

Nkosi:Getup,Ibroughtyoulunch.You'renotgoing

tohaveithere.Igotoffthebedandfollowedhimto

thelounge.Myhouseisnotbiganditsnotsmall,its

justenoughformeandmydaughter.Itsa3bedroom



housewith2bathrooms,akitchen,pantryandlounge.

Isatdownandhebroughtmeanandoschickenand

salad.IthankedhimandIatewhilehewassitting

therestaringatme,hemadeitsouncomfortablefor

metoeatinfrontofhim,Ijustdon'tknowwhats

withhimtoday

Me:Areyouokay?

Nkosi:Yes

Iwasdoneandhetookthetraytothekitchenand

camebackwithpainkillersandabottleofwater.I

tookthepillsandwewentbacktomyroom,Hetook

achairandsatnexttomybed.Iwasn'tgoingtoask

himwhyheisnotsittingonthebedwithmecause

thatwouldjustbeweirdandmaybehewouldn'tbe

comfortablewiththat.

Nkosi:Yourmuffinsareinthefridge.ButIdon'tthink

itsgoodforyoutoeatsurgerythingswhileyou're

sick.What'swrongwithyoubytheway?

Me:Periods

Nkosi:Ohthat.



Inodded,thisisjustgettingtooweirdandawkward

forme.Ijustdon'tknowwhat'sgoingonwiththis

guy.Heisneverlikethis,todayheisverydifferent.

Maybeheishavingabadday,maybeI'malsobeing

aburdentohim.Idon'tknowwhyZandysenthimto

bringmylunch!

Nkosi:Naye

Me:Mmmh

Nkosi:Getsomerest.Ihavetogo.

Hestoodupandputthechairbackatitsplace.

Me:Okay,Thankyouforlunchandthemuffins

Hewasbythedoorandheturnedandlookedatme

Nkosi:Iloveyou

HeclosedthedoorandIwasleftstunned.Hehasn't

saidthatin2years.Ithoughthehasevenmovedon

andhadnofeelingsforme.Hestilllovesme?Iran

tothefrontdooryetIwastoolate.Hewasalready

drivingoutthegate,Ifeltthestingofmytears,

threateningtocomeoutyetIheldthembackand

tookadeepbreathe.Wentstraighttothefridgeand



therewereabout10bigmuffins,andthenhesaysI

shouldn'teatthem.Hemustbeloosinghismind.I

warmedoneupandwenttotakemyphoneand

calledZandy

Me:Youbitch

Linda:Iguessyoudidn'tlikethesurprise

"Shedidn'tlikethesurprise!!"Zandywasscreaming

atthebackground

Me:Belindayouwerealsopartofthisplan

Linda:ItwasZandyandNangamso'splan,notmine.

Ngamso:Wethoughtitwouldbegoodyouknow

Zandy:Likewhowouldn'tlikehavingtobetaken

careofbyhulk,heissexyandyummysowethought

you'dbehappy

Ilaughedatthemandthatshecalledhimhulk.We

continuedtalkingandlaughing,theyshouldbe

havingameetingbutihadtodisturb.Nangamso

tookBelinda'spositionandBelindatookSiya'swhen

sheresigned.She'sbeendoingwellforherselfand

wealsodohaveagoodfriendshipwithher.I



changedandworeanavydresswithslippersand

wenttopickupEmihlefromschool.Nomatterhow

tiredorsickImaybe,itneverstopsmefrom

parenting.Shewasalreadywaitingformeoutside

andiwenttohelpherwithherbagwhileshecarried

herhockeystick.Sheenjoyshockeysomuchand

she'salsoloveswatchingrugby,asportIdon't

understandatall.

Emihle:Mommy,maywepleasegotothecinema

andhaveicecreamafterwards

Me:Okaybaby,you'llfirsthavetochangeandthen

we'llgotopavilion

Emihle:Thankyou,Youshouldstopcallingmebaby

I'mgrownnow

Me:You'llalwaysbemybaby,evenwhenyouhave

yourownchildren

Emihle:Whenareyouhavingmorechildrenmommy?

I'mtiredofplayingalone

Me:ButyoudoplaywithLuthando,Thembelihle,

Juniorandthequads.



Emihle:Yesmom,butIdonthaveanylittlesisters

andbrothers,likeJunior.

Me:itwillhappenoneday,justnotnow.

Emihle:Okaymom

Wegothomeandshewenttoherroom,shewas

lookingabitsadandIjustdidn'tknowwhattosayto

her.HowwillIevenexplaintoherthatIcan'tjustbe

pregnantandhaveababy,Idon'tevenhavea

boyfriendforthatmatter.Iwenttoherandshewas

layingonherbedcrying

Me:ComeonEmihledon'tcry.Mommywillhavea

babysoon,justnotnow.Ipromiseonceihavea

baby,you'llgettobabysitandplaydollyhouseifit'sa

boy,you'llteachhimhowtorideabike

Emihle:JustlikeUncleNkositaughtme?

Me:Yes,nowgetdressedandwe'llgowatcha

moviethatmoviewetalkedaboutearlier.

Emihle:Yey!I'llpickamovie

Me:Whateveryouwantbaby

Emihle:Mom!Stopcallingme"baby"



IlaughedatherandalsowenttochangesoIcan

looksuitableforthemall Iworeblackpantsanda

bluetanktopwithblacksandals.Sheworeablue

dresswithblacksandlesandwebothgrabbeda

muffin

Emihle:Thesetastegood,whendidyoubuythem?

Me:Uhm..Earliertoday

Emihle:Somany

Me:Iknewyou'dalsowantone.Justdon'teatthem

tonight

Emihle:Okaymom

Wegottothemallandshepickedamovie,yepits

ananimationmovie.WewatchedforawhileandI

gotatextfromNkosi

Nkosi:"I'msorryabouttoday,areyouokaynow?"

Ijustdidn'tknowhowtorespondtoallthis.

Me:"YesI'mokay"

Hereaditanddidn'treply.

Emihle:Momdidyouseethat!!



Me:Yesthatwasawesome!

Idon'tknowwhatwasthatbutIlaughedalong.I

keptcheckingmyWhatsAppbuttherewasn'tany

responseback.Themovieendedandwewentto

Spur.Onourwayhomeweboughtsomeicecream

andslushpuppies.I'mnotahugefanofslush

puppiesbutIcouldn'tdisappointedmyprincess.We

gothomeanditwas5pm,Ihaveonehourtoget

readyforwork.I'mfeelingreallybetterandI'llbe

abletoworkallnight.Icouldhearmyphoneringing

butIjustdidn'tknowwhereitwas.Iwaslookingfor

itlikeaheadlesschickenandIfinallyfoundit!

Me:Hello

Caller:Hi

OhitwasNkosi,Ididn'tevenlookatwhowascalling

me.

Nkosi:Youokay?

Me:YesI'mfeelingbetterandyourself?

Nkosi:Yes,MayIseeyou?IpromiseIwon'tbeas

awkwardasIwasearlieron.



Me:I'mgoingtoworktonight

Nkosi:I'lldriveyoutowork.

Me:Okaythan.Seeyousoon,myshiftstartsat6pm

HedroppedthecallandIlaughedalittle.

Me:Emihle!Whereareyou?

Emihle:uhmthebathroom!

Icaughtherrunningtothebathroom

Me:Noyounot,Emihlewhatareyoudoing?

Sheshookherhead

Me:Turnaround

Shegiggledandherhandswerefullchocolateanda

muffin

Me:Itoldyoutostopeatingmuffins,chocolatesand

anyothersugaryfoods!

Emihle:Sorrymommy

Shestartedtocryandrantome,holdingmewithher

handsfullofchocolate.Yep!I'mamom,expectto

bedirtyatanyminute



Me:Stopcryingnowandgotakeabath.Iloveyou

Emihle:iloveyoutoomom.Shekissedmycheek

andrantothebathroom.

IguessIhavetochangeagain!Iworeablacktight

dresswiththesamesandals.

Emihle:Mom!UncleNkosiishere!

Me:I'mcoming!

Ilookedatmyselfinthemirroronemoretimeandi

wassatisfiedwiththewayIlook idohavetofix

myhairtomorrow.Igottotheloungeandtheywere

havingtheirownconversationwhilewatching

cartoons.Ismiledatthemandtookabottleofwater.

Nkosi:Shallwe?

Inoddedandkissedmyprincess.

Me:Makesureyougotobedstraightaftersupper.

Emihle:Yesmom

Wewalkedtohiscar,hewasdrivinghisX6andhe

openedthedoorforme hecanbequitea

gentleman.IjustlookedoutthewindowandIdidn't



knowwhattosay

Nkosi:Wannapassbythegarage?

Me:Yesplease.

Nkosi:Letmeguess,youwantPoweradeand

bioplus?

Me:Gotthatright

Heparkedandwenttogetthemforme.

Nkosi:So,aboutearlieron.I'msorryabouttheweird

wayIbehavedandmaybeitcreepedyououtcause

younotreallyusedtoseeingmelikethatandI'm

reallysorry.Itwasn'tmyintentiontomakeyoufeel

uncomfortable.

Me:It'sreallyokay,noneedtoapologize.Andyes,

I'mnotusedtoyoubeingthatway.

Nkosi:WhatI'mnotsorryaboutistellingyouhowI

feel.Iknowitwasunexpectedbutitwasreal.

Istutteredandlookedathim,hewasconcentrating

ontheroad.

Me:Honestly,I'mgladyou..



Mywordswerecutshortbecausehe'sphonerang

anditwasfromhismom

Me:Youshouldanswerit

Nkosi:Ndlunkulu,MaMkhizeomuhle

Ilaughedathowhecalledhismom Iloveitwhen

someonehasagreatrelationshipwiththeirparents,

itremindsmeofmyparentsandtherelationshipwe

have.Itsreallysomethingspecialthateveryone

shouldhaveachanceoffeelingthatlove.Wegotto

thehospitalandhewasstillonhisphone,heparked

Nkosi:Ma,I'llcallyouinafewminutes.Heended

thecalljustlikethat.Hereallydoesn'tgiveyouan

opportunitytosaysomethingback.

Nkosi:Sorryaboutthat,I'llpickyouuptomorrow

morning.

Me:Youdon'thavetoIcanjustgetaliftorcallacab.

Nkosi:Naye,i'llpickyouup.Justcallmewhenyour

shiftisover.Ismiledandgotoutthecar.Hewaved

andIwavedbackasIwalkedaway.Thesigningup

again!IneedtospeaktoAthiaboutthis,itsvery



annnoying
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I'vebeenhavingareallylonglongnight,beenonmy

feetsinceIgothere.Thehospitalhasbeenreally

busytodayandI'mjusthappyI'mabouttogohome!

Ineedtosleep.ItextedNkositellinghimtocome

fetchme.AnursewalkedinandsaidIwasneeded

attheemergencyroom.Aladywasshotand

bleedingsomuch,andshewaspregnant.I'venever

cameacrosssuchasituation.Seeingsomuchblood

mademeveryemotionalandIjustcouldn'thold

backmytears.Werushedherinandgotthego

aheadtodeliverherbabybeforeanydamage

happenstothechild.There'snowayshe'sgoingto



givebirthnaturally.

Athi:You'llbeokay?

Me:Yes.Let'sjustgetthebabyoutandthentake

careofthemother.

Itwasachallenge,ittookus2hourstodeliverthe

baby.It'sababyboyanditsahugemiraclethatthey

bothmadeitoutalive.Therewasjustsomuch

bloodthereitfreakedmeout.ImustsayI'mabit

traumatizedbythis.

Me:Whereisthefather?

Nurse:Alsointheater,hewasshottoo.Apparently

therewasarobbery.

Me:Whodoessuchacruelthing?Werethe

criminalsarrested

Nurse:Ithinkso.Ididn'tgetthefullstory.

IwentbacktomyofficeandIfoundNkosisittingon

theheartcouchwithhiseyesclosed.Ismiledand

stoleapicture,iwentclosetohimandheopened

hiseyes.

Nkosi:You'reback



Me:YesIam,sorryIkeptyouwaiting

Nkosi:Don'tworry,Athitoldmewhathappened.

Howisshe?

Me:They'reoperatingonhernow.Shewasstillalive

whenIlefttheroomandthebabyisokay.

Nkosi:Howareyou?

Me:I'mokay,Ijustneedtorest.

Hehasbeenlookingrightintomyeyes,heisreally

doingthatalotlately.Hetookmybagandheldmy

hand,Idecidedtojustlethimbeandwewalkedto

thecar,heopenedthedoorformeandIgotin.

#Nkosi

Themomentistartedthecar,shewasalreadyfast

asleep.Iputonherseatbeltandkissedherforehead.

Shelooksbeautifuleveninhersleep.Idrovewitha

smileonmyface,IhardlyevensmilebutwhenI'm

aroundher.IjustdothingsthatIalsodon't

understand,allIcanreallysayisthatshemakesme

happy,shemakesmereallyhappy.Let'sdothis

againshallwe?MynameisNkosinathiMkhize,29



yearoldmanwhoisanarchitectandownshisown

companies.Ihaveafamily,Idon'twanttosaymuch

aboutthemcausethatsjustyetanothercomplicated

storybutIdohaveabrotherthatIloveverymuch

andwe'reveryclose.I'mthefirstchildandIwishI

wasn't.IdohavealotofbaggageandiwishthatI

couldmakeitallgoawaybutitsnotthateasy.My

employeessayI'mverystrict,andscarybuthonestly

IbelieveI'mthekindestmanonearthbutIjustdon't

likebeingmessedwith.That'senoughforyouto

know,fornow.Idon'tlikebeinganopenbook,so

stickaroundsoyou'llknowmoreaboutme.Icarried

herandtuckedherinbed,shemumbledsomething

andIaskedthehelpertotakeoffherclothesand

makehercomfortable.ThelastthingIwantisfor

hertowakeupandthinkItookoffherclothesand

sawhernaked.ThoughIwouldlovethesightofthat,

butnotthisway.Emihlecameinlookingbeautifulin

herschooluniform,she'sthecutestchildI'veever

seen.

Emihle:Momisasleep,shelookstired.

Me:Yessheis.I'llbetakingyoutoschoolsogo



finishup,packyourbagsowecango.

Emihle:Okay,thankyou.

ItookmycarkeysandkissedNaye'sforehead.

Me:I'lltakeEmitoschool.

Imnotusedtothiskissingontheforeheadstuffbut

IlikedoingittoNayeitjustfeelslike,Idon'tknow

butitfeelsright.

Emihle:I'mready

Shesaidasshetookoutamuffininthefridge,I

warmeditupforherandputherbagsintheback

seatwhileshemunchedandhoppedinthecar

Me:Don'tmessyourself,youneedtolookcleanand

neatatschool.

Emihle:Ihavesomethingtoaskyou

Me:Youcanask

Emihle:Sostudentandfatherdayiscomingupthis

Fridayandmygrandpaalwayscomeswithmewhile

allthemyclassmatescomewiththeirfather's.Not

thatIdon'tlikebringingmygrandpa,Ilovehim



dearly.

Buthecan'tplaysoccerandparticipateontherelay

withmesoI'dlikeyoutocomewithme.

Me:Thatwouldbefun,I'dlovetocomebutwemust

askyourmotherfirst.

Emihle:Ihopeshedoesn'tsayno.

Me:Ihopeso,butI'llgowithyouanyways.We'llbe

introubleafterwards

Shegiggledandwegottoherschool.Hershoelaces

wereuntied

Me:Tieyourshoelacesoryou'llfall

Emihle:Ican't,momalwaysdoesitforme.

Me:Come

Ibentdownandtiedoneshoewhileshowingher

howitsdone.

Me:Nowtietheotherone

Shetiedandhuggedme

Emihle:Thankyouforteachingme.Itookherbags



andwewalkedintheschoolgateheadingforher

class

Emihle:PleaseremindmomthatI'msleepingoverat

Thembelihle'stonight.I'llseeyouafterschooluncle

Nkosi

Me:I'llremindher

Shesmiledandwavedgoodbye.Iwentbacktomy

caranddrovetomuggnbean.Ibought10muffins,

5blueberryand5chocolate.I'llputtheseinherfridge

causeI'veseenhowEmialsolikesthem.Idroveto

Naye's,whenIgotthereshewasalreadyup,looks

likeshejustfinishedshowering.

Naye:Youlikebargingin?WhatifIwasnaked?

WhatshesaidmademerealizethatIneverknock.

Me:Iforgotto,wellI'djustclosemyeyesandsmile

Naye:Likeyou'dreallydothat.

Me:Youneedtosleep,getenoughrestsoyoucan

getreadyfortonight.Emisaidyoushouldn'tforget

thatshe'sgoingtoKamo'stonight,sleepoverwith

ThembelihleandLuthando.Youshouldpackabag



forher,I'llpickitupwhenIfetchherafterschool.

Naye:Youreallydon'thavetodoallthisNkosi,plus

I'msureyouhavetobesomewhere.

Me:I'mrightwhereIneedtobe.Ilookedatherand

shesmiled.

Me:Youbeautiful

Okaywhat'shappeningtome?Iwasthinkingabout

itinmymindandIendedupsayingitoutloud.She

lookedatmeandsmiled

Naye:Thankyou

Me:Letmegiveyousomespace.I'llbegoingto

work.Seeyoulater.

#Naye

NkosihasbeengreathelpandImustsayIlove

havinghimaroundmoreoften.IguessI'vemissed

himandthefactthatI'mfallingforhimeachand

everydayjustmakesmewanthimclosetomeall

thetime.Ismiledandworeagreyjumpsuitand

slippers.IpackedabagforEmihle,Iknowshe'llstay

theretheentireweekendanddon'twanttocome



backsoipackedextraclothes.Ineedtogodomy

hair.ItextedSneh

Me:"Busy?"

Sneh:"Nope"

Me:"willbetherein2mins,we'regoingtothesalon"

IgotintothecarandcalledNkosi

Nkosi:MaKhoza

Me:I'mgoingoutwithSneh,you'llcallmewhenyou

onyourwaytomyhouse.I'llcomewithyouwhenwe

fetchEmihle

Nkosi:Okay.Drivesafely

Heendedthecall,NkosiisjustNkosi.IgottoSneh's

andshewasalreadywaitingforme.Shehoppedin

andherhairwasjustalsoamess

Me:Iguessthegodsweretellingmeyouneededto

gotothesalon.Girlmyhairiswaybetterthanthat

bush.

Sneh:TellmesomethingIdon'tknow! You're

glowing?



Me:NoI'mnot

Sneh:Yesyouare!You'resobusted!Havingyou

beengettingsome?

Me:No! can'tIjustbehappyandallsmiley

Sneh:Youcan,andthere'sareasonbehindallthat.

Tellmewhat'sgoingon.

Me:Nothingisgoingonreally,it'sjustthatI'vebeen

happylatelyandbeenspendingtimewithNkosi,well

hisbeenaroundmorethanbefore

Sneh:Soyouguysarebacktobeingcloseunlike

whenyoujustdidn'ttalktoeachother?Ortheres

moretoit?

Me:YeahwetalkingnowandI'mnotsureifthere's

moretoit.Theotherdayhetoldmehelovesmeand

justleft,Iranafterhimbutitwastoolate

Sneh:Whatwereyougoingtotellhim?

Me:ThatIdolovehimtoo.

Sneh:Whyhaven'tyoutoldhim?

Me:I'mscared,maybeifhebringsitupI'llthentell



himbutfornowIjustcan'tblurtitoutandtellhim.

Sneh:Igetyou

Ididlongbraidsandstyledthem,andshejust

relaxedherhair.

Sneh:LateLunch?

Me:Yeahlet'sgrabsomethingquickbeforeNkosi

calls

Sneh:I'mactuallywishingforpie,Ihaven'thaditfor

solong

Me:Pieitisthen

Webothgrabbedpiesandate.WedrovebackandI

droppedheroff.IwasspeedingontheroadcauseI

knewI'dbelate.Nkosiwillbethere,heisvery

punctualanddoesn'tlikebeinglate.Isawhiscar

speedingbehindmeandIdrovefaster.Iwas

gigglingtomyself,hecalledandIputitonspeaker

Nkosi:Iseeyouwannaracewiththebigguy

Me:ThinkIcan'tkeepup?

Nkosi:Youwon'tbeableto.Letthebestmanwin.I



justlaughed,hedidn'tdropthecallandIwasn't

goingtodosoeither.Icouldn'tseehimanymore,I

increasedmyspeedandsawhiscarfromafar

distance.Hetookashortcut!

Me:Hey!Youcheated!

Nkosi:Ididn'tknowwehadrules.

Igottomydrivewayandhewasalreadywaitingfor

mebythedoor.

Nkosi:IguessIwon

Me:No,Iwon.

Nkosi:ButIgothere5minsearlierthanyoudid.

Me:Causeyoutookashortcut

Nkosi:Okayfine,youwin.

Ijumpedupanddownlikeakidanddidmyvictory

dance,IlearneditfromEmihle.Helaughedatmeso

hard,itsthefirsttimeIseehimlaughlikethisina

while.Ienjoyedseeinghisteethshow,hedoesn't

reallyshowthemalotyettheyjustsoperfect

Nkosi:Stopstaringandlet'sgo.



Me:IguessIcouldsaywehavesomethingin

common,youalsostarealotandit'screepy

Nkosi:Youcrazy,let'sgobeforewelate.Youdon't

wantEmitostartcryingthere.

Wegotintohiscarandhedroveoff.

Nkosi:Sheaskedmetogotothefatherstudent

eventwithher.

Me:What,whydidn'tIknowaboutthis?Shealways

goeswithmydad

Nkosi:Shetoldme.Notthatshedoesn'twanttogo

withhimanymore,itsjustthathecan'trunanddo

therelayracewithherorplaysoccer.Yourfather

isn'tgettinganyyoungerNaye

Me:Ishould'vethoughtaboutthat.

Nkosi:SoI'mgoingwithher,shesaidshe'llaskyou

soI'mtellingyouthatI'mgoingwithher,wellthat'sif

youhavenoproblemwiththat

HelookedatmeandInodded

Nkosi:What'sthatsupposedtomean?



Me:ItmeansthatIdon'tmind.Youcangowithher.

Nkosi:ActlikeIdidn'ttellyou.

Wejumpedoffandsherantous

Emihle:Hello,momyoulookbeautiful

Me:Thankyou,excitedaboutgoingtoThembe's

Emihle:Yes!yes!yes!Let'sgo!Mom,meanduncle

Nkosihavesomethingtoaskyoupleasesayyes

Me:Dependsonwhatthatis.Youcanaskme

Emihle:CanuncleNkosigowithmetothestudent

andfatherevent?Sheaskedasshecrossedher

fingersandclosedhereyes

Me:Yeshecan,aslongashedoesn'tmind

Emihle:DoyoumindUncleNkosi?

Nkosi:NoIdon'tprincess.I'dactuallyreallyloveto

gowithyou,itsgoingtobefun.

Emihle:Canyouevenrun?

Nkosi:YesIcan.I'mnotthatold.

Me:AmIallowedtocomewatch?



Emihle:Nomommiesallowed.

WegottoKamo'sanddroppedheroff.

Nkosi:I'mgoingonadatetonight.

Ididgetabitjealouswhenhesaidthat.Idon'tknow

whybutIjustfeltlikeI'mgettingupset,mycheeks

wereeventurningred.Ilookedthroughthewindow.

Me:Goodforyou.Who'stheluckygirl?

Ididntmeantoaskthatbutitjustcameout.

Nkosi:You

Ilaughedalittle,notbelievingwhathehadjustsaid.

Ilookedathimandhewasalsostaringdeepintomy

eyes.

Me:Whatdidyoujustsay?

Nkosi:ThatI'mgoingonadate,withyou

Me:Butyoudidn'tevenaskme

Nkosi:ButIamtellingyourightnow

Ismiledandheparkedonmydriveway

Nkosi:I'llpickyouupat7pm,sharp.Don'tbelate



Me:ButI'mworkingtonight

Nkosi:Itookcareofthat.Justgetready.

Me:YesSir

WesaidourgoodbyesandIrushedtothehouse,

takingoutatuboficecreamandthrowingmyselfon

thecouch.ItextedmygirlsonourWhatsAppgroup

Me:Emergency!!GoingonadatewithNkositonight

andIdon'tknowwhattowear!

Linda:Willbetherein10mins!

Theyalltextedbacksayingtheyontheirway

besidesKamo,she'sentertainingthekidsthis

weekend.Nextmonthitsmyturn,wealwayshost

sleepoveronweekends,onceamonthforour

babiesandwetaketurns.Mphooncehostedasleep

overforthemandourbabiescamebackas

Spiderman's,thesugarrush!Theywereso

hyperactiveandallovertheplace.Hehadbeen

feedingthemcandyallweekend!Hedidn'tseeany

problemwiththatbecausehethoughtthat'swhat

youshoulddoforkids Dannycouldn'tevenwalk,



hewassotiredtheysworetheywereneverdoing

thateveragain.Itwasgreatbecauseitgaveusa

chancetojustgooutandhavefun.Zeewasthefirst

toarriveandtheothersfollowed

Bee:Ifiguredwe'dallneedthis!Shescreamedas

shetookout2winebottlesfromherbag

Sneh:I'llgettheglasses!

Weallwenttomyroomandsatdownnearmy

closet

Siya:Soo,whereishetakingyou?

Me:Ihavenoidea.

Zee:Whatdidyousaywhenheaskedyou?

Me:Hedidn'taskme

Zandy:Mayeh!Sowecameherefornothing?Dololo,

don'ttellmeyoujusthaveafeelinghe'llaskyouona

date.Shesaidasshethrewherselfonthefloor

Me: Noman,that'scrazy.Hejusttoldmehe's

goingonadate,andhisgoingwithme.Ireallydidn't

evenhaveachoice.Itoldhimongoingtowork



tonight,hesaidhehassorteditout.

Zandy:Yes!!Mmmhhemakesthingshappen!

Linda:UyaDemander (Hedemands)

Welaughedatherandcontinuedsippingonour

wine.

Me:Youladieswantmetobedrunkonourdate.

Siya:Wehavetolookforsomethingtowear,sosince

hedidn'ttellyouwhereyou'regoing.Ithinkyou

shouldn'tbetooformalortoocasualjustabitof

both.

Sneh:Thatwouldwork,takethosetightjeans.

Zee:Thist-shirts,andyou'llneedapairofthese.

Linda:Andthis.

Me:Thankyou!Iwouldn'tevenhaveputtheseall

together.

Theypickedgreyishjeans,abitwrippedononeknee,

blacklongsleevetightT-shirt,it'snotthatwarmand

anavynosleevekneelengthcoatwithblackpencil

heels.



Linda:Hurryweonlyhaveanhourleft.

Me:I'malmostdone.Iwastakingashower.

Zandy:MakesureyoushaveyourNana!Wedon't

knowwhatmoreNkosinathiiscapableof

Sneh:Helookslikethetypewholikespinningyouon

thewall

Me:Stopityouidiots!

Zee:What?It'strue.

Me:Youguysarejustdrunk.

Bee:Theysaythemosthonestpersonisadrunk

person.Sowhateverwesayistrue.

WelaughedasIgotdressed.Iwasreadyyetsoso

nervous,Icouldfeelmyhandssweat.Ineedanother

glassofwine,onewasn'tenough.Ineedtocalmmy

nerves
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[1/10,23:27]Tatenda:Insert3

Iwaswaitingthereanxiouslyandmyfriendskepton

laughingatme.

Ntoko:He'shere!!

Zee:Damn,hispunctual.Rightontime!Notevena

minutelate.

Zandy:Damn!Hisfine!

Siya:Youbothwearingnavy!

Heknockedandtheyallrushedtoopen,reminding

meofthedaywewenttoopenforLyanda we

weregluedtothedoor.Heseemedshockedatfirst

andthenhelaughed

Nkosi:Ladies

Hesmiledandtheyscreamed,you'dswearitsthe

firsttimetheyseeingNkosi.



Hecameclosertomeandlookedatme

Nkosi:Youlookbeautiful.

HekissedmyforeheadandIgiggled

Me:Notbad,youlookhandsome

Nkosi:Itried Shallwe?

Me:Yes ,youmonkey'sgetoutsoIcanlock.

Bee:Oh,uhmwherearemyshoes.

Nkosi:You'realldrunk,youcan'tdriveatthisstate.

Ntoko:You'reverysmartNkosi,Ididn'tevenrealizeI

wasdrunk.Howdumbisthat!

Theyallscreamedandlaughed.Icouldn'thelpbut

justalsolaughandmakeavideooftheircraziness.I

sentittoKamo.Nkosicalledacabforthemand

they'dfetchtheircarstomorrow.

Zandy:Byeee!!You'realifesaverNkosi.

Siya:Takecareofourbaby!

Zee:Havefun!

Theyshoutedasthecarleft.



Nkosi:Yourfriendsarenuts

HelaughedasIwaslockingthedoor.

Me:Yep! andtheyarethebest.

Nkosi:I'veseenhowyouguysloveandstandupfor

eachother,I'veneverevenseeyoufight.

Me:Wehardlyeverfight,wedohaveourlittle

argumentshereandtherebutitendsinafew

minutes.They'relikemysisters.

Wegotintothecarandwedroveoff

Nkosi:IhopeyoulikewhereI'mtakingyou.Whatare

youallergicto?

Me:Flowersespeciallysunflowers.Ijustcan'tdeal!

Nkosi:Wow,sowhatdoesaguygetyouifyou're

allergictoflowers.

Me:Anythingjustnotflowers.

Nkosi:Noted.

Me:Whereareyoutakingme?

Nkosi:You'llsee



We'vebeenontheroadforquietsometimenowand

Idon'tevenknowwhereheistakingme.After

another30mins.

Nkosi:Ihopeyou'lllikeithere.

Heopenedthecardoorformeandleadtheway,

honestlyI'venevereverbeentothisrestaurantandI

didn'tevenknowitexists.Heopenedthecarforme

andIsatdown.

Me:Thisplacelooksreallybeautiful.

Itwasreallyreallybeautiful,ithadaperfectview,

therewasalakeandawaterfountain.Thebreeze

wasfreshandeverythingaboutthatplacewas

soothing.Awaitresscametousandputabucketof

iceandchampagneinit.Shefakedasmileand

walkedaway.

Nkosi:Wecangoseethelake,afterwehaveour

dinner.

Me:I'dlovethat

Hetookmyhandandkeptonrubbingit,itsent

shiversdownmyspineandmycheekswereturning



red,I'msuretheylookliketomatoesnow.HowI

wishIwasn'tsolightincomplexion,I'mwhatthey

callyellowbonebutIactuallydon'tlikebeingcalleda

yellowbone.Ifinditjustso,Idon'tknow,maybeI

justdon'tlike.Idon'tlikehowsocietyhasjust

decidedtogroupushumansintothewaywelookall

thatdarkbone,caramelbone,yellowbonenonsense.

Wefoughtagainstapartheidforareason,sowe'dbe

treatedfairlyanddon'tbegroupedaccordingtoour

raceorandthewaywelook.JustbecauseI'mlight

incomplexiondoesn'tgiveanyonearighttocallme

yellowbone.Mxmenoughaboutthat,backtomy

handsomeguyrightinfrontofme.YepIdidsay"My"

Nkosi:I'veknownyouforalmost4yearsnow,butI

don'tknowyou,therealyou.Apartfromtheyouthat

Iknowwhenwealltogether.

Me:Igetyou,sowhatdoyouwannaknow

Nkosi:Justthebasics,Iknowitshardtoexplain

yourselftosomeoneandtellthemhowyouare.

Otherpeoplejustendupsellingthemselvesyet

whenyougettoreallyknowthem,youfindthatthey

completelydifferentfromwhattheysaid.



Me:That'strue,wellIamNayeAyabongaKhoza,I'm

amotherasyouknow.Iam28,okayabouttoturn

29in4months.Myfavoritecolorisblue,Ilove

muffins,lunchbar,pizzaandcaramelcake.Ihate

peanutbutter,jam,olives,andI'mallergictoflowers.

IlovelookinggoodandI'mlazy.That'sabout

everythingthatIcantellyou,therestyou'llfindout

Astimegoesby.

Nkosi:Interesting

Me:Yourturn

Nkosi:WellI'mNkosinathiMkhize,29willbeturning

30inDecember.Idon'thaveafavoritecolor.I'mjust

meandthat'swhatmattersandthat'sallyouneed

toknow.Stickwithmeandyou'llfindoutmore.

Me:Wow,nofavoritefoods?Likesanddislikes?

Nkosi:Ihavemanyfavoritefoodsandmanylikes

anddislikes.ThoughIcantellyouthatmyfavorite

personisyou.Hesaidashelaughedatmeandthe

waitertookourfoodorders,shejusthadabad

attitudeandkeptonlookingatmeinabadway.The

foodarrivedwithanotherwaiter,thankfullyitwasn't



thatgirl.Weateincomfortablesilencewithafew

wordhereandthere.

Nkosi:Ilovethewayyouchew

Okaythatwasveryunexpectedandveryodd,weird

andrandom.

Me:(giggles)Thankyou,whyareyoulookingatthe

wayIchew?

Nkosi:Couldn'thelpbutlook,everythingaboutyou

justamazesme.

Me:StopmakingmeblushNkosinathi

Nkosi:Ialsodidn'tknowIwascapableofmaking

youblush,seeNayeI'mnotreallyanaffectionate

person.I'mnotgoodatshowinghowIfeelor

expressingmyfeelings.Isuckatwritingpeoms,

doingromanticthingsandcomplimentingwoman

butforyou,I'dtryanyofthosethingsjusttomake

youhappy.

Ijustlookedintohiseyes,Idon'tknowhowto

respondtowhathejustsaidbutyoucouldseethat

heisbeingveryhonestandsincere.



Me:Youcanneverchangeyourselfformebutthere

arethingsthatyou'll...

Iwasdisturbedbythisgirlagain!Shebangedthebill

onthetableandNkosilookedather,hewaslooking

veryangry.

Waitress:NkosinathiMkhize,youreallyhaveballs.

Youbringingyoursluthere,whereIwork!Youhave

norespectforme,youhavenorespectforwoman!

AfterallIdidforyou,youjustleavemelikesome

rubbish!

Shewascausingascene,mostpeoplewerenow

lookingatus.Ilookeddownandtookmynapkin,

wipingmymouththengulpedonmywine.

Nkosinathi:Siwa,shutupandgobacktoyourwork

beforeIdosomethingI'llregret.

Siwa:Oh!Reallywhatareyougoingtodo?Comeon,

showhertherealyouandstoptryingtoimpressher!

Nkosi:Excuse,me.I'msorryyou'llhavetoseethis.

Hestoodupanddraggedherbythecheapweave

shehadon,shewasscreamingthroughhertears.



Siwa:Itwon'tbelongtillyouseetherealNkosinathi!

Hewillsleepwithyouandthrowyouliketrash!You

willremembermywords.Themanagerfollowed

themandIjustsattheandwastorturedbythelooks

Iwasgettingfromeveryoneelse.Nkosicameback,

hewasfuming.HewasabitscaryItellyou,the

managerwasfollowinghimlikealostpuppy.He

tookouthiswalletandthrewabout5or6R200

notes.

Nkosi:Let'sleave

Hesaidashetookmybagandheldmyhandabit

tooroughly.

Nkosi:Makesureshe'sfired!

ThemanagernoddedandIshookmyhead.Hewas

walkingustowardstheparkinglot.

Me:Istillwanttoseethelake

Nkosi:Weshouldleave,thisisnothowIplannedfor

thisnighttobeandeverythingisjustruined.I'mvery

angryrightnowanddefinatelynotthebestcompany

youneedrightnow.



Thistime,hespokereallyreallyfastandIlaughedat

him.HelookedatmelikeIwascrazy.Itookthecar

keysfromhim,openedthecarandputmybagin

andlockedagain.

Me:We'regoingtoseethelake,I'mnotaskingyou.

I'mtellingyou.

Iwinkedathimandleadtheway.Icouldfeelhis

eyeswereonmeandtherewasjustsomuch

heavinessbehindme,youknowthatfeelingwhen

youreallyfeelthatthere'ssomeonelookingatyou

behindyou,yepthat'showIfelt.

Me:Stoplookingatme,Idon'twanttotripandfall.

Nkosi:Sorry.

WefinallystoppedandIbreathedinandout,I'mnot

reallyapersonwholovesoutdooractivitiesornature

butthislakewasreallybeautifulandIfeelinlove

withit.ItjustcalmsmedownandIhopeitwilldo

thesameforthishulknexttome.

Nkosi:Iusedtosleepwithher,weweren'tina

relationshipandsheknew.



Me:Whatdidshemeanwhenshesaidyouthrewher

outliketrash?

Nkosi:Therewasatimewheresheneededaplace

tostaysoIlethermoveinoneofmyflats.They

havecamerasystemsandIsawshehadbeen

bringinginmultiplemenandsleepingwiththemfor

money.LikesheranabrotheltheresoIthrewher

out.

Me:Okay

Nkosi:Whyareyounotangry?

Me:WhyshouldIbe?

Nkosi:Wellmostwomenwouldbeangryandgoing

crazyifthishadhappenedtothem.Shehumiliated

usandyou'resochilledaboutit.

Me:I'mnotmostwoman,plusit'snonofmy

business.

Ilookedathimandhenodded,hedidlooklikehe

hadalotinhismind.Idon'treallygetangryandboil,

throwtantrumsandbeallcrazy,Ireallycan'tdothat.

IbelieveI'mthemostrelaxedpersonanyonewould



evermeet.ButwhenIdogetangry,youmustknow

thatyou'vereallypushedit.AndIreallydon'tlikethe

wayIamwhenI'mangry.That'swhyIchoosetojust

breathewheneverIfeelmytemperrising.

Me:Wannagetoutofhere?

Nkosi:Yes.

Me:Dude,relax!Whathappenedthereisovernow

andforgotten.

Ilaughedathimandwalkedtothecar,thekeyswere

stillwithmesoIthrewthemathimandhedidn't

catchthem.

Me:Butterfingers

Nkosi:Ijustwasn'texpectingit.

Me:Lameexcuse.

Helaughedandwedrovebacktomyhouse.The

drivebackwasquickerandImemorizedtheway,I'll

bedefinatelytakingmygirlsthereoneday.He

parkedonmydrivewayandIwasactuallysadthat

thisnighthascometoanend.

Nkosi:Iguessthisisgoodbye



Me:Yepitis,ireallyhadfuntonight.Nevermind

whathappened,butIreallyenjoyed.

Nkosi:I'mgladyoudid.

Me:Nkosinathi

Nkosi:Ayabonga

Ilaughedathimabitandsmiled

Me:Makesurethatgirlkeepsonworkingthere,we

wouldn'twanthertogobacktosellingherbodyjust

tomakemoney.

Nkosi:ButNayeIcan'tdothatshe....

Icuthimoff

Me:Sheneedsherjob,whatifshehasababyto

takecareof?Justthinkaboutthatandmakesure

shedoesn'tlooseherjob.

Hehuffedandgotoutthecar.Hecamebymyside

andhuggedme.Thehugturnedintoonelovely

passionatekiss.Wewerebothbreathingheavily

whenwebrokethekiss.

Me:Goodnight



Nkosi:Goodnight

Ikissedhimonemoretimeandwentinsidemy

house.Ileanedagainstthedoorandletoutalittle

scream.Iwasveryhappy Ifeltlikealittle

teenagergettingherfirstkiss!

Me:Naye,breathe.

Ithrewmyshoesonthefloorandwenttomyroom,

tookoffmyclothesandworemynightdress,its

black,silkandtightplusitsshortandIloveit.Iwent

tothefridge,tookoutacupcakeandwarmeditup,

notthatI'mhungryoranythingbutIjustwannaeatit.

Itookmyphoneandthereweresomanytextsfrom

myfriendsaskingwhereamIandwhathappened.I

replied"Agirldoesn'tkissandtell"Igotatextfrom

Nkosi"Imissyoualready"

Me:"Imissyoutoo"

Nkosi:"Pleasecomeover,Icanfetchyou."

Me:"Noneed,i'lldrivetoyourplace."

Nkosi:"BeSafeandDrivecarefullyNaye"

Me:"Yesdad"



Iquicklytookmycarkeys,lockedanddrovetohis

place.IhadthissillysmileonmyfaceandIstopped

bytheSasolgarageandboughtmyselfsome

Powerade.Ikeptgettingsomewhistlesfromthe

menthereandIdidrealizeI'mstillinmynightdress!

Whydidn'tIchange?!

IgottoNkosi'sandthegateopened,I'mstilljust

alwaysamazedabouthowhugehismansionis.He

wasalreadywaitingformebythemaindoor.

Nkosi:Uhm,comein

Idon'tknowwhybutallofasuddenIwasjustso

nervous.Iwenttoloungeandhewasfollowing

behindme,Iwasjustcarryingmyphone,carkeys

andpowerade.

Nkosi:Wannawatchamovie,sitandtalk,sitbythe

fireplaceor?Whatdoyouwannado

Me:Justsitbythefireplaceandtalk

Hesetupwhereweweregoingtositandtookmy

hand.Welayeddownandwaslookingontheceiling,

I'veneverreallynoticedthatthereweredesignson

theceiling.



Nkosi:Naye,Iloveyou.

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Helookedatme,he'seyeswerealloutandlikehe

didn'tbelievewhatIhadjustsaid.

Me:IloveyoutooNkosi,andImeanit.Hesmiledand

heldmyhand

Nkosi:AsIhadsaidearlier,I'mnotgoodwithwords,

I'mnotaffectionatenorromantic.I'mjustmeandI

cannotbesomethingI'mnot.Icanbeajerkattimes,

imakemistakesandhonestlyIamjustamess.

TherewillbetoughtimesbetweenusandIjustneed

toknowifyou'llstickaround.Thatyou'llalwaysbe

withmeandbymyside.

Me:okaywait,doesthatmeanwe'retogether?Like

together

Nkosi:Yes.

Ismiledandnodded

Me:Yes.I'llstickbyyou.Ialsowanttoknowifyou'll

bebymysideatalltimes

Nkosi:Iwill.WheredidyougetthatPowerade?



Me:PassedbythegaragewhenIwascominghere

why?

Nkosi:Andyouwereonlywearingthis?

Me:Yes

HeclearedhisthroatandlookedatmelikeIwasn't

gettingthepicture,honestlyIreallywasn't.

Me:What?

Nkosi:Idon'twantothermenseeingwhat'smine,

that'sall.

Ijustlaughedathimandmademywaytothe

kitchenandhewasfollowingme.

Me:IknowthewaytothekitchenNkosinathi

Nkosi:Iknow,Ijustdon'twantyououtofmysight.

YoulookverysexyNaye

Me:Thankyou.

Itookoutsomestrawberriesandchocolatesyrup,

whenIturnedhewasrightbehindme.Hetookwhat

Iwascarryingandputitaside.Hecarriedmeand

putmeonthekitchencounter.Hekissedmyneck,



dude!That'smyweakspot! hewascaressingmy

thighsandmakingmefeelallsortsofbutterfliesin

mytummy.Wekissedforawhileandhecarriedme

backtothefireplace.Iwasveryhesitantabouthim

carryingme,Iamabitofabiggirl.

Nkosi:Don'tworry,Iwon'tletyoufall.

Me:Itrustyou

Nkosi:Thankyou,andIwon'tbreakyourtrust.

#NNBBF

Hopeyouenjoy!

Pleaselikeshareandcomment

Mentionfriends,helpothersaccessthepage.

#LetsGrow

[1/10,23:27]Tatenda:Insert4

ItsbeenamonthsinceNkosiandIstarteddating

WellIhavenowaytodescribehowthingshavebeen,

youknowwhenyou'vecravedforsomethingfor

daysandwhenyoufinallygetit,thefeelingyouget



whenyouhaveyourfirstscoopoficecreamorfirst

biteofwafflesfilledwithchocolatesyrupand

whippedcream,nowthat'sthefeelingI'mtalking

about!Thingshavebeengreat! We'vebeenseeing

eachother,hecomesoverbitneverspendsthenight.

Ispendthenightathishousethough,I'veaskedhim

whyhedoesn'tspendthenightatmyhouseandhe

justsayshewillneverdothat,itsdisrespectfulanda

manshouldneversleepinawoman'sbed/house

whichIfindnoproblemwithitbutthere'snothingI

candoaboutthat Hesometimesfetchesmefrom

workifheisn'tbusy,hecallseveryhoursayingheis

justcheckinguponmeandhetriestoberomantic

andall,there'sthisonetimehewrotemealovenote,

itmademelaughsomuch.Welltheaimwasto

makemelaugh,causewhowriteslovelettersat

thesedaysandage?Heistoooldforlovenotes

andheinsistedthatIwroteoneback.Theywentto

thefatheranddaughtereventatEmihle'sschooland

Emihlecouldn'tstoptalkingaboutthatday,shewas

amazedbyhowfastNkosicanrun.I'veneverseen

hersoexcitedandtheywon3races,tookpictures

andwentforicecreamandburgersafterschool.



Theygetalongverywell,it'salwaysafearforus

singleparentstobeinasrelationshipbecauseyou

alwayswonderhowitaffectsyourchildeven

introducingsomeonenewtoyourchildisahuge

step.I'mluckythattheygotalongsowelleven

beforeNkosiandIwereanitem.Iknewshe

suspectedsomethingwhenevershecaughtus

kissingandI'djustlaughather,todayisSaturday

andI'llbespendingthedaywithherandtalkingto

her,Ihavetoknowhowshefeelsaboutour

relationship.I'mswayingmywayinthekitchen

makingbreakfast,Imadesurepancakesareonmy

menu.Nkosiwillcomefetchhisbreakfastandleave

us.Hedoesn'tlikethathewon'tbespendingtime

withmetodaybutheunderstands.Healsodidtell

metoneverneglectmychildandhisright,mybaby

ismynumberonepriority,shecomesfirst.I'drather

looseeverythingelsethanloosingmyoneandonly

daughter.Ipackedhisbreakfastandcalledhimto

comefetchit.IwenttolookinEmi'sroomandshe

wasstillfastasleep.IheardthecarpulloverandI

rushedtothekitchenandtookthelunchbagpackI

packedhisfoodin.HeopenedthecardoorandI



wentin.

Me:Morning

Ikissedhischeekandhejustlookedatmeblankly.

Nkosi:Youlookbeautiful.

Hejustalwayssaysthatrandomlyandeachtime

seemslikethefirst,Icannevergetenoughofit.Its

justthewayhesaysit,itmakesmefeelhotdown

there

Me:ThankyouNkosinathi.Wellihopeyou'llenjoy

yourbreakfast,Imustgonow.

Nkosi:Already?butIjustgothere.

Me:Iknow,EmihleisabouttowakeupnowsoI

havetobethereorshe'llpanickifshedoesn'tfind

meanywhereinthehouse.

Nkosi:Icanalsojoinyou,justforbreakfastortake

youguyswhereveryouwanttogo.

Me:Itsagirlsday

Hejustlookedatmeblankly,itsreallyhardtryingto

figureouthisemotionsjustbylookingathisface.



Hekeepsastraightfacemosttimes.

Nkosi:I'llmissyouguys

Me:We'llmissyoutoo nowstopsulking,itdoesn't

suityou.Helaughedatmeandwekissed.Iwent

overtohisseatandsatonhim.Heopenedmylegs

andkeptongrabbingmybutt,hewaskissingand

bitingmyneckIcouldn'thelpbutletmymoans

escape.

Nkosi:Yourmoansdrivemecrazy!

Hesqueezedmyboobsandputinsertedtwofingers

inmyveejayjayandpounded.Thethingshedoesto

mybody! ijustcannotexplain."Ihavetogo"I

mumbledandhepoundedharderandquicker,while

kissingandbitingmyneck.HestoppedandIsighed

thenkissedhimonemoretime.

Nkosi:ThethingsI'lldotoyouNaye.You'llpayfor

drivingmethisinsane.Ilaughedathimandgotout

thecarwhilefixingmyself.

Nkosi:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo



HespankedmybuttandIlaughedathimand

watchedashedroveoff.

Emihle:Whowasthat?

Shealmostgavemeapanicattack,Iwasstillday

dreamingandshefrightenedme.

Me:ItwasuncleNkosi.Hehadtofetchsomething.

Gowashyourfacesowecanhavebreakfast.She

rantothebathroomandIdishedupforus.Wesat

onandate.

Me:DoyouloveuncleNkosi?

Emihle:Yes!Heisthebest

Me:Okay

Emihle:Whyareyouasking?

Me:Just,wellitsbecauseuncleNkosiandIareina

relationshipandIjustwantedtoknowifyou're

comfortablewiththat.

Emihle:Oh,ifyouaskingformypermissionthen

okaymotherdearest.AndyesI'mcomfortablewith

that,justdon'tkissinfrontofme.Kissesare

disgusting!



Shepulledadisgustedface,sometimesijustdon't

believemydaughterisjustgoingtoturn8years.She

knowstoomuchforsomeoneherageandshe's

growinguptoofast.

Emihle:Ihaveaquestion

Me:Ask

Emihle:DoesthatmeanIcanfinallycallhimmy

father?

Ialmostchocked,idrankwaterandlookedather.I

neverthoughtshe'dwanttocallhimfather.

Me:Uhm,Iguessso.Wellyes.Doyouevermiss

yourfather?

Emihle:Idon'treallyknowhimmomsoIhardlymiss

him.ThoughIdoalwayscreateapictureofhimin

mymind.ThepictureIhaveofhim,hewasyoungso

I'msurehewould'vechangedbynow.

Me:Gotakeabathandwe'llgovisithim.

Emihle:Really!

Me:Yesbabygirl.



Ihaven'tbeenthereinawhile,thelasttimeIwent

therewasayearago.Thedriveislongbutworthit.I

don'tknowwhybutIjustfeellikeIneedtotalkto

him,thoughIwon'tgetaresponsebackbutIjust

needthisandEmihleneedsittoo.Ichangedintoa

longdress,putascarfovermyshouldersandtied

upmybraids.Shewasalsowearingalongpink

dressandhadadoekonherheadandIlaughedat

herandshookmyhead.WegotintotheandIsighed,

Iwasalreadyfeelingnervous.

Emihle:Weshouldbuyflowerstolayonhis

tombstone.

Me:YouknowI'mallergictoflowers

Emihle:That'swhywe'regoingtobuyartificial

flowers

Me:Oh

Weboughttheflowersanddrovesilently.I'msure

shecouldseeIjustneededsilence.Ireallyloved

Ndumiso,hewasasweetheartandheownedmy

heart.That'swhyIfeltguiltywheneverIthoughtof

Nkosinathi,itwouldreallyfeellikeI'mbetraying



Ndumiso.Helovedadventure,helovedtakingrisks

andlivinglifethewayhewantedto,todothingsno

onehaseverdoneandheloveddanger.Hewas

humble,andhelovedme,hereallydid.After2hours

ofdrivingwefinallyarrivedatthecemetry.We

walkedtohisgraveitwasabitdirtyandwecleaned

itup.

Emihle:Hellodad,itsEmihleyourdaughter.Mommy

saidweshouldcomevisityou,Iwassoexcitedand

itwasevenhardtodecidewhatIwasgoingtowear.

ButIknowyouwon'tseewhatI'mwearingand

maybeyoucan'tevenhearme.IloveyouandIknow

youlovedmetoo,Ihopeyoustilldo.

Me:He'llalwaysloveyou.

Shenoddedandcontinued

Emihle:IwishIknewyou,IwishIrememberedhow

youlaughedorhowyoucarriedmeandputmeto

sleep,momsaidyouwereaterriblesinger.I'mdoing

wellatschoolandIloverunning,watchingrugbyand

swimming,justlikeyoudidwellbesidestherugby

partcausemomtellsmeyouwerecluelessabout



thatsport.There'sthisawesome,lovingandcaring

guythatlovesmomandmetoo,Ilovehimtoo.He

takesgoodcareofmommyandIandI'dlovetocall

himdaddybutI'mscaredI'llscarehimoff.Youdon't

mindright?I'vealwayswantedtocallhimdaddy,he

hasreallybeengoodtomeandItalktohimabout

everything!Iloveyoudad,you'llalwaysbemy

numberone.

Iwassittingtherelisteningtoher,Ididn'tknowshe

couldspeaksuchwords.IhadtearsandIcleared

mythroat

Me:Ndumiso,shesright.We'llalwaysloveyou.I've

spentmylifeholdingontoyouandhopingyou'd

comeback,atfirstIwasangryatyouforgoingto

thearmyandloosingyourlife.Butyoudieddoing

whatyouloved,itssadthatithadabrutal

ending.Andyes,there'samaninmylifeandIlove

himandIwanttolovehimwholeheartedlywithout

havingtofeelguiltyofthatI'mbetrayingthelovewe

shared.Itwasboundtohappen,I'mstillyoungand

onedayIwanttobemarriedandhaveafamily.I

needyoutoletmegoandI'llbeabletomoveon.I



guesscominghereIjustwantedtotellyouabout

him.Yesyouownedmyheart,butitstimeIhandedit

overtohim.He'lltakecareofit,don'tworry.Itrust

himandIknowyouknowheisagoodguy.Hewas

withyouinthearmy,withhisfriends.Youall

escapedtogetherbutyouwereshot,heneverleft

youtherecausehehasagoodheartandcaresfor

you.Wemetandhefellinlovewithme,Ifellinlove

withhimtoo,Ididntknowheknewyoutilltheytold

thestoryandIconnectedthedots.Wewerebound

byfate,weweremeanttofallinlovewitheachother

andiffeelsgood,wheneverI'mwithhimitfeelsso

good.IfeellovedNdumisoandIdohopethatyou

knowheisn'ttheretoreplaceyoubuthecan'tshare

myheartwithanothermannorcanhebesecond

best.Helovesourdaughterandtreatshimlikehis

own.Iknowwe'reingoodhandsandIdohopewe

haveyourblessings.Webroughtyouflowers,they

artificial.Yourdaughterinsisted,andshehasadoek

onherhead,Idon'tknowwhy.She'sverydramatic,

andshetakesafteryou.Asmuchasyoudeniedthat

youweredramatic,webothknowthetruth.Andshe

loveshavingaeroswithpeanutbutterjustlikeyou



did.Andyes,shelicksherhandslikeyoudid.

Itstartedtorain,outoftheblue.Thesunwasstill

outthough,Iguesssomeluckymonkeysaregetting

married.

Me:Let'sgo.GoodbyeNdumiso

Emihle:ByeDaddy.

WegotintothecarandIdrove.

Emihle:Youhave9missedcallsfromNkosiwitha

HEARTnexttoit

Me:Didyouhavetoemphasizethat?Callhim.

Shelaughedandcalled

Nkosi:Ayabongawhyhaven'tyoubeenanswering

yourphone?

Me:Hellotoyoutoo

Emihle:Heeeeeey

Helaughedandtheyhadtheirownconversation

withEmihlewhileIdrovecarefully.

Nkosi:Nayeareyoudrivinginthisrain?



Me:Uhm,yes.

Nkosi:Drivecarefully,I'llbewaitingforyou.I'mat

yourdriveway.

Me:We'lltakeawhiletogetthere.Bye

Iswitchedoffmyphonebeforehecouldaskmany

morequestions.

Emihle:Areyouokaymom?

Me:BetterthanI'veeverbeen

Ittook3hoursforustogethomeduetomedriving

slowlyandtraffic.Ionlyspedonthefreewayroad,i

parkednexttoNkosi'scarandhequicklycameout

withanumbrellaforus.Wegotinsidethehouseand

Emihlewenttochange.

Nkosi:Wheredoyoucomefrom?

Me:WewenttoMarburg

Nkosi:YoudrovetoandfromMarburginthisrain

Naye?Whydidn'tyoucallme?

Me:Yes,butitonlyrainedwhenwecamebackplus

thesunisshinningbrightly,thereisn'theavystorms



orthunder.WewenttoNdumiso'sgrave.

Henoddedandmadehimselfcomfortableonthe

couch,Isatnexttohim.

Me:Itoldhimaboutyou,thatItrustyouandIlove

you.ItoldhimhowIfeelsafewhenI'mwithyouand

Iknowyoulovemeandmydaughter.Iknowthat

you'lltakecareofus.IaskedhimtoletmegoandI

guessIjustneededclosureandtojustallowmyself

toloveyouwholeheartedlywithoutfeelingguilty.

Nkosi:Idoloveyoutoo,andIloveEmihleasmuch

asyouloveher.Idon'twantyoutofeelpressuredof

feelthatyouhavetocompletelyforgetabout

Ndumiso.AndIdon'twanttobehisreplacement,I

wantyoutolovemeforwhoIamandI'lldothe

same.Iknowwe'llhavetoughtimes,everycouple

doesbutwe'llgothroughthem.Idon'twantusto

fightandscreamatthetopofourvoices,whenever

wehaveproblemswetalkaboutitpeacefully.We

haveachildtotakecareofandshedoesn'tneedto

behearingusshoutingandfighting,itwon'tseta

goodexampleonher.Andfromnowonwards,you

tellmewhereyougoinganddon'tdrivetofarplaces



withoutmeknowing.

Me:YesSir

Helaughedatmeandwekissed

Emihle:Mom!!!Argh!Disgusting.Shecoveredher

eyesandlaughed.

Nkosi:Itsgoodthatyouhaveyoureyesclosed

PackabagEmi,you'resleepingoveratmyhouse

Emihle:Yey!There'sthismovieIwannawatch

Shesaidassherantoherroom

Nkosi:Samegoesforyoumylady.

Me:Iwasn'ttoldaboutthat

Nkosi:ButnowI'mtellingyou.Nowgetyourfineass

tothatroom,plusthisdresslooksamazingonyou.I

wouldn'twanttowrippitoff.Ilaughedathimandhe

wenttohelpEmihlepack.NkosiandIhaven'thad

sextogetheryetandIdon'tknowwhy,I'malsoinno

rushforit.Zandydidn'tbelievemewhenItoldher

this,Snehalsohassomeweirdsceneriosinher

headaboutmeandNkosimakinglove,shedoes



haveafantasyofhavingsexinthepool.Its

somethingthat'sonhertodolist shesays.We

lockedupandwenttoNkosi's.

Me:Ijustwannalaydownandrestforawhile.I'm

tired

Nkosi:You'lldothatwhileEmihleandIwatch

movies.Wannaorderfood?

Emihle:Yesplease.

Nkosi:Let'sfirstputtheseinyourroom

Emihle:Ihavearoomhere?Yey!Ihaveanewroom,

whichmeansInowhavetworooms!

WelaughedatherandfollowedNkositohernew

room.Itwasbeautiful,decoratedwithEmihle's

favoritecolorsandhadherpicturesonthewall.

Emihle:Thisisbeautiful! sherantoNkosiandhe

carriedher.

Emihle:ThanksDad,Iloveit.

Helookedatmeandsmiled.

Nkosi:I'mgladyouloveit,MyDaughter.
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#Nkosi

Itsbeenwonderful,I'mlearningmoreaboutNaye

andnewthingsaboutme.Beingwiththiswonderful,

amazing,kindandgentlewomanjustmakesme

crazy,shelovesmeandIloveher.Thatssomething

I'vehardlyevergotbefore.SomethingIdon'tknow,I

didn'tknowhowitfeelstobeloveduntilImether.

I'mlearningaboutcommitmentandbeingall

affectionate.Sofar,sogood.I'veneverbeenina

committedseriousrelationship.I'vejustbeena

meanfuckboywhodoesn'treallyhavefeelings.I

justhopeIdon'tscareheraway,thatshedoesn't

leavemewhenshefindsoutthetruthaboutme.I

don'tknowwhenwillbetherighttimetotellherbut



eventuallyIwill.Theysaythere'sneverarighttime,

youshouldjustgoforit.Butinallhonesty,I'mafraid

I'mgoingtolooseherjustwhenI'vefoundher.She's

everythingIneed,andIcan'tlooseher.IhopeIfind

thecouragetotellhersoon.Don'tworry,there's

nothingwrongwithmymanhood,itworksperfectly.

AndI'vebeenfindingitveryhardtokeepMkhize

down,Naye'sbodyisoffperfection Iamaman,of

causei'lllookatthatasseverytimeandchanceIget.

There'snoreasonbehindusnothavingsexyet,Ijust

feellikeitwillhappenforitself,Idon'twanttorush

herintosex.Shehastobeready,physicallyand

emotionally.Shetoldmeshe'sneverhadsexafter

Ndumiso,she'sbeenclosedforawhile.Shejust

openedupandletgoofNdumiso,Ican'tberushing

herandgettinginbetweenherthighs.She'sbeen

sleepingforawhilenow,Emihlehasalsofallen

asleepwhilewatchingthesecondmovie.Iputher

intoherbedandsmiled,todayshecalledmedad

itfeltsonaturalandIwasveryhappy,she'smy

daughterasmuchasshe'sNaye's.IloveherandI'm

happyshe'scallingmedad.Idon'thaveachild,but

beingafathertoherissomethingI'dlove.NowIsay,



Iamafather.Maybethey'llbehungrywhenthey

wakeup,Icoulddosomethingspeciallikecooking,

problemis,ican'tcook.AndI'mnotgoingtostart

now,that'sreallyonethingI'llneverdo,cookingisn't

mythingatall.Itoldmycheftopreparedinner,I

hardlyevercallhimbuttodayIneedhim.Hearrived

afterafewminutesandIlefthimdoinghisthingin

thekitchen,goinguptomyroom.Nayewasinthe

bathroomandIthrewmyselfonthebed.Shecame

outwrappedinatowellookingstunning.Shereally

hasagoodcurvybody.

#Naye

Me:Stopstaring

Nkosi:ican'thelpmyself.

Ilaughedathimandwenttothecloset,Ihaveput

someofmyclothesinhere.Thisguyhasawalk-in

closetyethedoesn'tuseitproperly.Justonesideof

itisused,notevenfilledupandheownstoomany

sneakersandIlovethemall,mostofthemaren'tmy

size.Isatdownandlookedatsome



Nkosi:What'stakingyousolong?you'vebeenin

therefortoolong.

Me:Lookingatyoursneakers,Ilovethem.

Nkosi:Takesome,justnotthepairsonthetop

shelves.

Hesaidashecametositnexttomeandhekepton

lookingatme.

Nkosi:You'renotdressed.

Iwasjustwearingmyunderwear(thongandbra)

Me:Iwasgoingtogetdressedbutthesebabies

caughtmyeyes.Youneverwearthese

Nkosi:Ijustlikehavingthemthere.

Me:Theystillhavepricetags!

Nkosi:Yes

Me:Wow

Ireallylovedhiscollection,Istoodupandwalked

around.Istoodtherenotknowingwhattowear

Nkosi:Soo,willyougetdressednow?



Me:Yes.Ijustdon'tknowwhattowear.

Nkosi:Thebluemaxidress.

Me:Thankyou.

Nkosi:I'llmeetyoudownstairs.

Me:Helpmewiththezipplease

Hehesitatedabitandcamecloserbreathingheavily.

Histouchmademeshiver,heclosedthezipperand

cameclosertomyneck,Icouldfeelhisbreath.He

kissedmynecksoftly,kissing,biting,kissing,biting.I

closedmyeyesashesqueezedmybreasts.His

handsallovermybody.Iwasgettingweakerand

weaker,hetookofmydress,turnedmearoundand

watcheditasitfellonthefloor.Helookedatmy

body,likeitwasthelastthingonearth.

Nkosi:You'rereallybeautiful,MaHlase.

Withthatsaid,hecamecloserandpickedmeuplike

Iwasjustapieceofpaper,Ilovethewayhecanjust

carryme,I'mabiggirlandallthatdoesn'teven

botherhim.IhaveahulkheresoItrustthathewon't

letmefall.Hewalkedtothebedandputmethere.I



helpedhimtakeoffhisT-shirtandhewaskissing

myneck,hereallylovestheneck.Orhehasnoticed

thatitsoneofmyweakspots.Heopenedmylegs

andkissedmythighs,rippingoffthetinyLacey

materialthongIwaswearing.ThankGodIshaved.

Thesmileonhisface,likeachildgettingsome

candy.

Nkosi:She'sbeautiful,allowmetoworshipher.I

laughedalittleandnodded.Hewasdoingthingsto

mybodythatI'veneverexperiencedbefore,Icouldn't

helpbutallowmymoanstoescape.Iwasmoaning

andcouldn'tkeepstill.Thepleasure hewasreally

workingwondersdownthere,histonguelickingand

suckingmedry,henibbledandlicked.Ifeltmyself

buildingupandIwasabouttoreachanorgasm.It

feltsogoodandafeelingIhaven'tfeltinyears,I

couldsayI'vegotmyvirginityback,Ihaven'tgot

someonsolong.Icameandhelickeditalloff,Iwas

breathingheavilyandmyeyesclosed.Hekissedmy

forehead.

Nkosi:Youtastegood.

Iopenedmyeyesandsmiled.Hewalkedtothe



bathroomandIjustlaidinbednotbelievingwhat

justhappened.AndIcouldn'tbelievethathealso

didn'thavesexwithme,Ithoughtitwasgoingto

happentoday,butIguessnot Istoodupandput

onmyunderwear,wentbacktotheclosetand

pickedupmydressandworeit.Istillneedhelpwith

thezipper.Iwasjumpingupanddowntryingtogetit

up,rubbingmybackonthewallhopingsome

miraclecouldhappenandthiszipwouldjustclose.I

wassofrightenedwhenNkosijustclearedhisthroat.

Helaughedatmeandclosedthezip.

Me:Thankyou

Hewinkedandleftmestandingtherelikealost

puppy.Iwalkeddownstairs,thesestairsarejusttoo

much.Thesmellwassoinvitingandmademe

realizethatIwashungry.Nkosiwassittingbythe

dinningtabletalkingonthephone,Iguessheheard

myfootstepsandheturnedandsmiledatme.Itook

aplateanddishedupforhimandmyself.Heended

hiscallandsaidthankyou

Nkosi:Emihleisstillfastasleepsowe'lljustwarmit

upwhenshewakesup.



Me:Youcooked?

Nkosi:No,Ican'tevenfryanegg.

Me:Tellmeyou'rejoking

Nkosi:Notatall,Ijustalwaysburnit.

Me:I'llteachyou.

Nkosi:I'dlovethat.

Hegotanothercall

Nkosi:Sorry,Ihavetotakethisorshe'llkillme.

Me:Goahead

Nkosi:Ndlovukazi.

Hesaidashewalkedaway.Ihavetoaskhimwhyhe

callshismotherNdlovukaziandwhereishe

originallyfrom,we'veneverreallytalkedaboutour

backgroundsandourfamilies.Iguesswe'lldoso

todaysinceI'veremembered.Ifinishedmyfoodand

cleanedupmyplatewhilecoveringhisfoodforhim

causeitseemslikehe'llbeonthephoneforawhile,

30minshavepassedalready.He'lljustwarmitup

oncehe'sdone.Icleanedupthekitchenandwentto



watchTVwith2muffinsonasaucer.Iguesshelikes

havingmuffinstoonowcausetherearesomanyin

thefridgeandtheyareallmyfavorites.Iwas

watchingBlackish,Ireallylovethisshow.Hecame,

lookingangryandhewentstraighttothefridge

grabbingabottleofHeinekenandbangedthefridge.

Iwenttohimandhejuststaredatmeandgulped

hisbeer.

Me:What'sgoingon?

Nkosi:Nothing!

Me:Okay.

Ilefthimthere,andcontinuedwatchingblackish.

He'lltalktomeoncehe'scalmeddown.Hecameto

sitnexttomeandlookedatmelikeIwassome

ghost.

Nkosi:I'msorryforshoutingatyou.

Me:Itsokay.

Nkosi:MymotherjustupsetmeandIshouldn'thave

beencoldtoyou.

Me:Wannatalkaboutit?



Nkosi:Itsalongstory,butshewantsmetocome

hometomorrow.There'salotweneedtodiscuss

wellthat'swhatshesaidbutIjustdon'tgetwhywe

can'ttalkaboutitonthephone.

Me:Maybeshemissesherson.Whydoyoucallher

Ndlovukazi.

Nkosi:She'smyqueen,eventhoughsheupsetsme

sometimes.

Me:Weallhaveourupsanddownswithourfamilies,

speakingaboutfamilies,weneverreallytalkabout

them.Idon'tevenknowwhereyou'reoriginallyfrom.

Nkosi:I'mfromaplacecalledLangelihle,Igrewup

thereandleftfortheFreeStatewhenIwasgoingto

university.I'mtheeldestson,andIhaveonebrother

and3sisters.BothmyparentsarestillaliveandIget

alongverywellwithmybrother,we'rereallyclose.

Heis25,thethirdborn.Andyourself?

Me:I'mthelastborn,2brothersandasister,she's

justafewmonthsolderthanmethough.Ilovemy

family,theyareallIhaveandmyparentsaresuper

supportive.Howwasit,likegrowingup?



Nkosi:Goodandbad,Ineverreallygottobeachild.

Mylifewascomplicatedandcamewithgreat

responsibilities.Yeswehadeverythingweneeded

andwantedbutIdidn'tgettobeachild.

Igavehimaninquisitivelook,Ireallywantedtoknow

morecausehewasjusttellingmeapuzzledup

story,IwaseagerformorebutIcouldseethat'sall

hewasgoingtosay.

Me:Doesthateffectandimpactthewayyouare

today?

Nkosi:Iguessso.Canwetalkaboutthissomeother

time?

Me:Yeahsure

Helookedlikehewasjustinhisownworldand

thinkingpensively.Istoodupandtookhisempty

bottleofbeerandwenttothekitchen.There'sso

muchIdon'tknowabouthim,andIknowoncehe's

readyhe'lltalkaboutit.Ican'thelpbutwonderwhat

itis,butI'llstickmynoseinmyownbusiness.Iwent

tohisroomandtookoutabag,Ididn'taskhowlong

willhebegonefor.Itookout5shirts,3jeansand



2shorts.2pairsoftracksuitsandpackedforhim.He

cameinwhileIwaspacking.

Nkosi:Whatareyoudoing?

Me:Packingforyou,Idon'tknowiftheseareenough,

howlongwillyoubegonefor?

Nkosi:Thankyou,youreallydidn'thaveto.I'llbe

goneforjustaweek,bySundayI'llbeback.

Myheartsankalittle,he'llbegoneforanentireweek!

I'llmisshim inoddedandwalkedaroundthe

roomnotknowingwhatI'mevenlookingfor.

Nkosi:Areyouokay?

Me:Yes

Nkosi:Naye,whatareyoulookingfor?

Shit!Ialsodon'tknow.

Me:Uhm,myphoneIdon'tknowwhereIleftit.

Nkosi:Youleftithere,onthebedjustnow.

Hecametomeandcuppedmyfacewithhisbig

hands.



Nkosi:Iknowyou'renotokay,andifitsaboutearlier.

I'mreallysorryNaye,Ireallyam.

Me:Itsnotthat,I'lljustmissyou.

Nkosi:I'llmissyoutoo.Comehere

HehuggedmeandIfeltsafeinhisarms,Ireallylove

thewayhesmells.I'mnotthetypethatgetsall

clingyandemotional,butrightnowIfeellikeI'llbe

likethat.IlovehimandI'mgrowingtodothingsthat

I'veneverdonebeforeandfeelthingsIhaven'tfelt

before.HereIamsulking,yetheisn'tevengoneyet.

HowwillIbewhenhe'sleft?

Me:Whenwillyoubeleaving?

Nkosi:Themorning,afterwehavebreakfast.It'sa

longdriveandIhavetomakeitintimeforthefamily

meeting.

Me:Okay.Let'sgetyourshoesandpackyour

toiletries.

Nkosi:Yesmam.

Ilaughedathimandhefollowedme,hekepton

followingmearoundlikehedoesn'tknowhisway



aroundthehouse.

Nkosi:Ilovehavingyouhere,itmakesthishousea

home.

Me:Maybeit'sbecauseyou'vestayedalonefora

longtime.PlusthishouseishugeNkosinathiI'm

sureyougetlonely.

Nkosi:Yes,Ido.Iloveitwhenyoucallmyfullname,

itssexy.

Me: you'recrazy

Nkosi:Itstrue.

WefinishedpackingandEmihlewokeup,shewent

toherfatherandtalkedaboutthemovietheywere

watching.Seeingthemtogethermademereally

happy icouldn'tstopsmiling.Iwenttowarmup

theirfoodandcalledthemtocomeeat.Theywere

talkingmorethaneatingandIjustsatthere

watchingthem.I'mluckytohavesomeonelike

Nkosinathi,noguywould'vejustacceptedmewith

mychildandlovedusbothunconditionally.Itsrare

tofind.



Nkosi:Stopstaringandcomejoinus.Wewere

playingpuzzles,that'sjustwhatNkosiis,heisa

puzzle,Ineedtofindthepuzzlepiecesandputthem

alltogetherbythenI'llknowtherealstorybehind

thisman.Emihlewenttowatchhercartoonswhile

wesattogetheronthecouchatthelounge.

Nkosi:Moveinwithme

Me:What?

Nkosi:Yes,Moveinwithme.Ilovehavingyouguys

hereandalwaysseeingyoubymyside.

Me:IlovebeingwithyoutoobutI'mnotgoingto

moveinwithyou,andI'mnotabouttotakepartin

cohibatingwithyou.

Nkosi:Marrymethen.

Ilookedathim,isthisguyoutofhismind

Me:Nkosinathi

Nkosi:Naye

Me:Marriageisnotagame,wejustgottogether.I

loveyouandIalsolovebeingwithyou.Iwillmovein

withyoubutjustnotnow,andIwon'tmarryyoujust



becausewewannahurryandmoveintogether.I'd

lovetostaywithyouanditwillhappen,justnotnow.

NotnowNkosinathi.

Nkosi:Iunderstand.

Hestoodupandwenttoupstairs.Isighedandthrew

myheadonthepillow,okaythathurt.Whatjust

happened!
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Finally,Igetsomerest!IsighasIputmylegsonmy

deskandjustbreathealittle.Iwokeuplatethis

morning,EmihlerushingmesoIcoulddropheroff

atschool.Idideverythingontherun,whenIgotto

workitwasveryhectic.I'vehadtodeliver3babies

todayandI'mreallydonefortheday,Iknowit'sjust



lunchtimebutI'mtired.They'llhavetoforgiveme.

Justwheniwasabouttoclosemyeyes,therewasa

knockonthedoor.ItwasSiyaandthequads

Me:Aaah!Mybabies.

Siya:HellotoyoutooNaye

Me:Whatever,I'vegreetedyouathousandtimesin

mylife.Thelittleonesdeservemygreetingsnow.I

saidasIcarriedMnqobiorNgceboorMasande,

yeahIjustcarriedaboy.Theyarejusttooidentical,i

can'ttellthemapart.

Me:Helloboykaaunty.SiyaIdon'tevenknowwhich

oneI'mcarrying

Siya:(laughs)ItsNgcebo.Howhaveyoubeen?

Me:I'vebeengreatandyourself??Theygrowingup

sofast,Ididn'twannataketheotherscausethey

werefastasleep.Idon'tlikeitwhensomeone

disturbsmefrommysleepsoI'mdefinitelysure

theyalsofeelthesameway.

Siya:I'vebeengood.SoanyjuicydetailsIneedtobe

filledinwith?



Me:Nope,justthatlifeisgreat andthingsarefine

IguesswithmeandNkosinathi,hecallsandwetalk

hereandtherebutit'sjustawkwardeversincewhat

happenedplushisbeenaway,sincehe'scoming

backtodayIdon'tknowifwe'lladdresstheissue.

Siya:Whatissue?

Me:Ididn'ttellyou?

Siya:Iwouldn'tbeaskingifIknew.

Me:Whatever.So,longstorycutshort.Wewereat

hishousesittingonthecouchcuddlingandtalking

whenhesuddenlyjustblurtsoutthatIshouldmove

inwithhim.AndthenIsayno,Iwon'tbecohibating

withhim.Andboom!Hesays"Marryme"andinmy

mindI'mlikehereallyhastobejoking.SoIsayno,

wejustgottogetherandhecan'tbemarryingme

justbecausehewantstomoveinwithme.I'dloveto

staywithhimbutjustnotnow.Andhesayshe

understandsthengetsupandleaves.Wedidn'ttalk

afterthat,sleptonthesamebedlookingdifferent

directions.Wokeupthenextday,madebreakfastfor

him.Weate,kissedandheleft.



Siya:What!Atleastyoukissedthoughandyou're

stilltalking.Nkosiisreallycrazyaboutyou,I'msure

there'sareasonwhy.I'msurehegothurtbecause

yousaidno.

Me:OfcauseIwould'vesaidno,itstooearly.

Siya:Formarriageorformovingin?

Me:Both

Siya:Why?

Me:It'stoosoon,I'mnotreadyformarriageor

movinginwithhim.Itwouldmakesenseifheasked

maybelikeafterayearofusbeingtogetherI

would'veconsideredthemovinginpart.

Siya:Andthemarriagepart?

Me:Idon'tknow.

Siya:Didn'tyousayyouwanttosettledown,get

marriedandhavemorekidscauseyou'renotgetting

anyyounger?

Me:Yes!Isighed

Siya:Now,yougetthisamazingguywhomyou've



knownforyearsandyouknowheisheadoverheels

foryouandlovesyouandyourdaughter

unconditionally,hesayshewantstomarryandnow

itstoosoon?

Me:Idon'tknow,Ijustdon'tthinkI'mready.Plus

maybehewasn'tbeingserious

Siya:Keeptellingyourselfthatliesweetie.LookI

havetogonow,Philaiswaitingforme.IsaidI'djust

comeinandgreet.

Me:Thanksforcoming Takecare

Siya:I'llseeyousoon,Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Wehuggedandiwalkedhertohercar.Igotbackto

myofficeandgotacallfromNkosi

Me:Hello

Nkosi:Areyouokay?

Me:YesI'mfine,justtiredandyourself?

Nkosi:I'mokay.We'reattheairportnowwe'llbe

flyingback.I'llneedyoutocomepickusupplease,if



youdon'tmind.

Me:Noproblem,whatdoyoumeanby"we"?

Nkosi:Ohsorry,mybrotherandI.

Me:Okaycoolyou'lltellmewhenyou'rehere.

Nkosi:Okay,thankyou.IloveyouAyabonga

Me:IloveyoutooNkosinathi

Iendedthecallandputmyheadonthedesk,what

Siyasaidgotmereallythinking,Idowanttoget

marriedandhavemorekids,I'mnotgettingany

younger.Butitsjusttoosoon,IknowI'veknownhim

foralongerperiodoftimethanthetimewe'vebeen

dating.Itsnotonlybecauseofthat,butIjustdon't

thinkI'mreadyforustogetmarried.Itisreallytoo

soon.Ididsomepaperworkandorderedlunchand

atejusthalfofit,Iwasn'treallyhungry.Igotatext

fromNkositellingthattheyareherealready.I

packedmybagsandwenttothereceptionist.

Nurse:DrKhoza,howmayIhelpyou?

Me:I'mtakingtherestofthedayoff.DrSangweni

willbeattendingthe4o'clockmeetingonmybehalf.



Nurse:YesDoc.

Me:Thankyou.Iwavedatmycolleagueandmade

mywaytotheparkinglot.IdrovetoKingShaka

InternationalAirportandparked.Igotin,looked

aroundyetIdidn'tseeNkosi.Myfeetreallyhurt

today,Ineedtotakeofftheseheels.Afterafew

minutesIsawthemapproaching,hisbrotherreally

doeslooklikeNkosibutheisskinny.Hedoesn't

havethebigbuiltupmuscularbodythathisbrother

has.Ismiledashehuggedmeandkissedmycheek.

Icouldfeelthetensionbetweenus,itwasreally

strong.

Nkosi:Naye,thisisMayibongwe,mybrotherand

MayithisisNaye,motherofmychildren.Ismiled

andlaughedwhileshakingMayi'shand.Healsohas

beautifulwhiteteethjustlikeNkosi.

Mayi:Makoti,itsapleasuretomeetyou.

Iwastakenbythewayhecalledme,Ijustlaughedat

himandsmiled

Me:Itsapleasuretomeetyoutoo.

IgaveNkosimycarkeys,tookofthestilettoIwas



wearingandwalkedbarefoot.Idon'tcareifthese

peoplelookatmelikeI'macrazywomanwalking

barefootattheairport,I'msureI'mnotthefirstnor

thelast.Theyjusthavetodealwithit.Wegottomy

carandIsatatthebackseats

Mayi:Takethefrontseatplease

Me:Nothankyou.YouorNkosiwilldrive,I'mtoo

tired.

Isatandclosedmyeyes,iknewNkosihadhiseyes

onme,Icouldjustfeelit.Itwashardtokeepmy

eyesclosedbutIdidn'tgiveup,Ikeptthemclosed

andthecarstartedmoving.Iwokeup,Ididfeelthat

someone'scarryingme,itwasNkosi

Nkosi:You'reup,Iwasabouttotuckyouin.

Me:Noneedto,I'mawakealready.AndIlovethe

wayyoucarryme,itsmakesmefeellikeababy .

Nkosi:I'mgladyoudo.Ilikehavingyouinmyarms.

Helookeddeepintomyeyesandkeptonmovingthe

braidsonmyface.Ihuggedhimandjustsatatthat

positionforawhile.



Nkosi:Areyouokay?

Me:That'swhatIshouldbeaskingyou.Youweren't

okayafterwhathappenedandwe'vebeenlikethis

eversince.

Nkosi:Naye,itsjustthat..

Icuthimoffandspoke,Ijustneededtogetitallout

andforhimtoknowthatIunderstandthewayhe

reacted

Me:I'mnotangryatyouforthewayyouacted,I

would'vealsodonethesame.ButIneedyouto

understandthatitalljusthappenedtoofastandI

wasn'treadyandI'mnotready,iloveyoualot

NkosinathiandI'dlovetobeMrsMkhizeonedaybut

justnotnow,maybeinayearortwo.We'vejustgot

togetherandidon'twanttorushintothings,

marriageisabigstepandifit'smovinginwithyou

thatyouwantthenokayI'llmoveinwithyou.Just

don'trushintorationaldecisionsplease.

Nkosi:I'msorryNaye,Ialsojustdidn'tputmuch

thoughttoitandIjustspokewithoutthinking.I

guessIgotcarriedaway.NayeI'mnewatthisandI



lovewhatwehave,idon'twanttoruinitorforitto

cometoanend.Andit'sallnewtoEmihleaswell,I

don'twanttobejumpingintothingsandconfusing

herorjustgivingheracollidedimageofthings.I'll

waitandmakeyoumywifeoneday,Ipromiseyou

that.IloveyouNayeandIneedyouinmylife,Idon't

wantyoutofeelpressuredintotakingbigdecisions

too.We'lltakethingsslowly,justpromisemeyou'll

stickwithmeandneverleaveme.

Me:Ipromise.Iloveyou

Nkosi:Iloveyoutoo.NayeI'mnotusedtofeeling

thisway,beingemotionalandexpressingmy

feelings,itsjustallweirdtome.IamwhatIamand

thisishowIam,yesIcomewithalotofbaggage

andasthiscomplicatedpersonIam,butinall

honesty.ThisweirdonowbelievesinloveandI'm

crazyinlovewithyou.

Me:AndNayeKhozaisalsocrazyaboutyou.Ilove

youNkosinathiMkhize

Nkosi:Saythatagain

Me:(laughs)IloveyouNkosinathiMkhize!!I



screamedandhelaughedatme.Helaidmedown

onthebed

Nkosi:Sowe'reokaynow?

Me:Yesweare

Nkosi:I'vemissedyou

Hesaidashekissedmyneckandlaidonme,heis

notasheavyasIhadthoughthewouldbe,orisit

becausehehasn'tlaidhiswholebodyonme,I'dbe

suffocatingifhedidthat.

Me:Where'sMayi?Weshouldn'tleavinghimalone

Nkosi:Hisanoldman,he'llmanage.Plushis

catchinguponsomegirlyshowhelikes.Ithinkits

RealortheReal,somethingthere.

Me:ItsTheReal,andIlovethatshow.Weshould

watchittogether

Nkosi:Iwon'tbewatchingsomeshowwithwoman

gossipingoneway.

Me:Theynotgossiping,itsatalkshow.

Nkosi:What'sthedifferencethereNaye?Theyjust



getpaidtomindotherpeople'sbusinessandgossip.

Thisguy,IhavenoresponseforthisandI'lljustkeep

quiet.HeisjustNkosinathiMkhize,you'llneverfind

anyonelikethisguy.AndIlovehimandhisweird

ways.WekissedandwenttojoinMayi,sadlyhewas

nowwatchinganothershow.Nkosiwasnexttome,

playingwithmyhair.Mayiwaslookingatuslike

we'reatreasurehejustfound.

Mayi:You'rewhipped! Mybrotherisinlove,thisis

justamazing.Miraclesreallydohappen.

Nkosi:Shutup Andyes,I'mdeeplyinlove.

Hecamecloseandwhisperedtome

Nkosi:Andtonight,I'llshowyou.Betterpraythese

wallsaresoundproof.

Ilaughedsohardandkissedhischeek,Ihonestly

didnotevenhavearesponseforthattoo.

Mayi:Youlovelaughing

Me:YesIdo,mylaughterismysmileandsignof

happiness.



Mayi:Ihopeit'scontagioussothatbigmanthere

shouldlaughmore.

Me:Ihopeitis,heshouldshowhisbeautifulteeth

more.Sohowwasthefamilymeeting?

Theybothlookedateachotherandkeptquietfora

while,liketheyweretalkingthroughtheireyes.

Nkosiclearshisthroat

Nkosi:Uhm,themeetingwasfine.

Mayi:Yes.Itwasjustfine,anditwasgreattohave

theentirefamilytogether.

Me:Ohokay,wellI'mgladallwentwell.

Iwasn'tabouttoaskwhatwasitabout,Icouldsee

itsnotsomethingtheywanttotalkaboutandIdon't

wanttobethenoseygirlfriend.

Nkosi:I'llgofetchEmihle,it'salmost5.I'msureher

hockeypracticeisovernow.

Me:Thankyou,Icancomewithyou

Nkosi:Youcanstay,sitdownandgetsomerest.

You'regoingtoneedit



Thatjustmademeblush,hetookmycarkeysand

left.

Mayi:Youmakehimhappy

Me:I'mgladIdo

Mayi:Irememberthefirsttimehetoldmeaboutyou,

I'veneverseenhimsmilesomuch.Hereallyloves

you,hisbeeninlovewithyoufromthedayhemet

you.Nkosihasneverbeeninlovebefore,he'sbeena

lotofthingsbutbeinginloveisn'toneofthem.He

neverbelievedinloveandhejustneverputhisheart

inanyrelationshiporanygirlbefore.Ialways

wonderedhowhe'dturnoutcauseweallneedlove.

Andhejustdidn'tseemlikehecared,henever

showedemotionevenathisweakesttimeshejust

nevershowsit.Hisaman,hisgoingtomake

mistakes,he'sgoingtobeoverprotectiveofyouand

he'sgoingtodothingshe,himselfdoesn't

understand.Nkosinathiisacomplicatedandweird

guy,I'msureyouknowthatbynow.He'svery

unpredictableandyoujustneverknowwhat'snext

withhim.Allinall,heisagreatguyandIknowhe

lovesyou.Heneverstopstalkingaboutyou,hewas



veryexcitedaboutmecomingtomeetyou.Heis

reallyhappywithyou,ihopeitstaysthatway.

Me:Ilovehimtoo ,Ihopeitsgoodthingsthat

you'veheardofaboutme.

Mayi:Heactuallydidsaysomethingthatmademe

laughandwascuriousaboutyou Hesaidyou

scarehim,thatisahugeaccomplishment!Noone

scaresNkosinathiMkhize,asinnoone!

Ilaughedsohardandcouldn'tbelievewhat

Mayibongwejustsaid

Me:You'vegottobekiddingme Nkosican'tbe

scaredofme that'salie.

Mayi:Okay,hedidn'texactlysayhisscaredofyou

Me:Whatwerehisexactwords?

Mayi:Hewaslike"Mayi,Nayenevergetsangryand

thatscaresme.She'sscaresme!Shedoesn'tget

angry"

Me:Thatshouldn'tscarehim butheshouldn't

takeadvantageofthat.



Mayi:Hewon't Andifhedoes,callmeandI'llkill

him.

NkosiandEmihlewalkedin,sheranupstairsandi

stoodupthinkingthere'ssomethingwrong.

Nkosi:Shesayssheneedstooweewee,don'tpanic.

Me:Oh,Ithoughtthere'ssomethingwrongwithher.

I'llgohelpherchange.

Ileftthemandwenttomysweetheart

Me:Baby

Emihle:Mom,I'mnotababyanymorecomeon.

Me:Okaysorry

Wetalkedaboutherday,whileshewaschanging

andwewenttothekitchenandIprepareda

sandwichforher.Shewastalkingonandonwith

Mayibongweaboutsomesportcarwhilemynew

baby,Nkosiwasholdingmeonmywaistwithno

intensionsoflettingmego.Hekeptonkissingmy

neckandwewerejusthavingalovelycuddling

momenttogether.Ireallylovethisguy andI'm

gladhelovesmetoo.IfelthismanhoodmoveandI



laughedalittle.

Nkosi:Seewhatyou'redoingtome?

Me:AndifIdothis?

Ismiledandrubbedhisdickoverhistracksuit.Iheld

itabitharderandkeptonmovingupanddown,

goshhehasabeastandIloveit.Hekepton

groaningsoftlyandhiseyesweregettingsmaller.I

kissedhisneckandbithimalittle.Ilaughedandleft

himstandingthere.Iwinkedathim

Nkosi:Youdon'tknowwhatyoujuststarted.Ihope

you'llbeabletofinishit.

#NNBBF

Hopeyouenjoy!

Pleasedosuggestpagetofriendsandletsgrow

250+likes!

Pleaselikeandcomment!

[1/10,23:28]Tatenda:Insert7

Wealldecidedtochilloutsideandplaycards,



monopolyand30seconds.IwaswithMayi,Nkosi

withEmihle.Itwasagreatafternoonfilledwithgreat

laughterandMayitellingtheirchildhoodstories,

mostofthemstartedwithMayicausingtroubleand

Nkosibeingtheretosavehim.Hewasalwaysthe

protectinghissiblings,especiallyMayi.Iguessthat's

whyMayiloveshimsomuchandlooksuptohim.

HewouldopenuptoNkosiandtalkabouteverything

heneededtotalkabout,hewasalwaysthereto

listen.ButwhowasthereforNkosi?Wholistenedto

himwhenheneededsomeonetotalkto?Ifearthat

that'sthereasonwhyhecan'tcommunicateand

openuptosomeone.Heisnotusedtohavinga

shouldertocryon,I'mgoingtotrymybesttolethim

beandforhimtolearnthathehassomeonenow,

someonewhocanbehisconfidanteandhecan

openuptomeaboutanythingandeverything.He

justhasalotonhischestandIhopeonedayhe

clearsitallandtellsmeaboutit.Thechefcalledus

in,supperisready!Iwould'vecookedbutI'mtired

andIamverylazy.MymomusedtotellmethatI'll

nevergetmarriedifI'mthislazyandI'djustgo

embarrasshertoherin-laws.They'dsendmeback



homejustadayafterI'mpartoftheirfamily.Idished

upforeveryoneandweate,Emihlewastalkingnon

stopandmadefunnyjokes.WeweredoneandI

packedthedishesandputtheminthedishwasher.

Nkosikeptonbrushingmythighsunderthetable,

hishandkeptonmovingupanduptillitreachedmy

Nana,herubbeditandpushedmythongasideand

herubbedmyclit.Igulpedonsomewaterand

pinchedmythigh,IwantedtolaughbutIhelditback.

Isluntedandsatproperlysohecouldaccesswhat

hewants.HeinsertedhisfingerandIjustwantedto

scream.Hewasworkinghismagicandifhedoesn't

stoprightnow,I'lljustmoan.

Emihle:Mom,Iwannasleepnow.Pleasecometuck

mein.

Me:OkayPrincess

ThankyouEmihle,yousavedme.Hepinchedmy

thighagainandIsmackedhishand.Ileftthetable

andwenttoEmihle'sroom.Shebrushedherteeth

andItuckedherin.

Me:GoodnightEmihle



Emihle:GoodnightNaye

Me:Hey!I'myourmother

Emihle:Andyou'rethebestmomever!

Ikissedherandshewipedherlips.Ilaughedand

closedthedoor.Nkosiwasalreadywaitingforme,I

laughedandwalkedpasshim

Nkosi:Andwheredoyouthinkyou'regoing?

Me:TosaygoodnighttoMayibongweandyou

shouldcometo.Ipulledhishandandhekepton

mumblingthingsandIlaughedatthewayhe'sbeing

rightnow.

Me:GoodnightMayi,I'mofftobednow

Mayi:Goodnight,sleepwell.Heybrothere's

somethingIneedtotalktoyouabout.

Me:I'llleaveyoutwoatit,seeyouinthemorning.

Nkosiseemssofrustrated,wellactuallyheisjust

sexuallyfrustrated.Whichgivesmetimetochange

tomysexyblacknumber!Victoria'sSecretwillnever

disappoint Ichangedquicklyandtiedmybraids



upandgotintobed.I'llpretendtobeasleep.Aftera

fewminutesIcouldhearhisfootstepsandhegotin

andlockedthedoor.Heneverlocksthedoor!

Nkosi:Youcan'tbesleepingalready,youneedto

takecareofwhatyoudid.

Iturnedandfacedhim,hewasstandingtherewith

hishugebonershowingfromhistracksuitbottom.

Me:You'llneverknowwhatyou'remissingouton,if

youdon'tgetunderthesesheets.

Hequicklytookofhisshoesandmovedtheblanket.

Nkosi:Fuck!Whatareyoudoingtome? Youlook

amazing.

Hetookoffhisclothesandwasleftwithhisboxer

shorts,mymanhasagreatbody heopenedmy

legsandlaidonmewhilekissingmyneck.Hewas

rubbingonmyclitandIkeptonmoaning.

Nkosi:Youdrivemecrazy,whendidyouchange?

Me:WhileyouwerewithMayi

Nkosi:MayIhaveaperfectview,360spin?



Me:Thoughtyou'dneverask

Iwalkedaroundtheroomlaughingandposing

Me:Howdoyoulikethis?

Nkosi:Iloveitverymuch,comecloser.

Me:You'llhavetocatchmefirst.Iranaroundandhe

caughtmeintheclosetroom.

Nkosi:Youthoughtyoucouldrunfromme?Think

againsweetheart.Hecarriedmeandlaidmeonthe

bed.Herippedoffmylacelingerieandstarted

kissingandsuckingmybreasts.Hewentdownto

myvirginaandjuststaredatit.

Me:You'remakingmeshy

Nkosi:Youshouldn't.Youhaveabeautifulvirgina

andittastesgoodtoo

Withthatsaidhewastakingmetocloudnine.These

wallsreallyneedtobesoundproofcauseIcan't

keepmyvoicedown.Icameandhelickedmedry.I

wasbreathingheavilyandsowashe.Hekissedme

andIputmyhandonhismanhood,hejusttookit

outandIregrettedmymove.Itwashuge!I'm



actuallyscaredthatthisbeastwillpenetratemy

vjayjay.Ikeptonmovingmyhandupanddown,

givinghimahandjobandhekeptongroaning.I've

neverdonethisbeforeandI'mabouttodoit,IhopeI

don'tbitehispenisoff.HestaredatmeasIwent

downandclosedmyeyes,Ithoughtofallthetimes

thegirlstalkedaboutthissoImightjustsayIdo

haveaslightideaofwhatI'mgettinginto.Ilicked

andsucked,thesoundshewasmakingmademe

pleasedandhappywithmyself.IwashappythatI'm

capableofmakinghimfeelthisway.Isuckedand

sucked,hewasrightdownmythroatandhewas

holdingmybraidsupandIsuckedhisballs,helet

outalittlescreamandgroan.Isuckedandsucked

quickeningmypaceandhecamerightinmymouth.

TheysayyouglowwhenyouswallowsoIswallowed

andwipedmymouth.Inablink,Iwaspinnedtothe

wall.HeinsertedhismanhoodandImoaned,he

penetratedandlaidmeonthebed.Hewassogood

andgentletome.Itrulyfelthisloveandmademe

feellikeawoman.Ihaven'tbeensexuallyactiveina

verylongtime.Iwasscratchinghisbackandwith

thelongnailsIhave,there'llbealotofmarksonhis



backtomorrow.Heturnedmearoundandfucked

me.HewasdrivingmecrazyandIwasscreamingat

thetopofmyvoice hespankedmeandwe

reachedanorgasmtogetheratonce.Icatchedmy

breatheandlaiddownwithhimontopofme,after

aboutfifteenminuteshewasonmeagain.Wewent

onandonforhours.Hekeptonthrustingand

thrusting,hewasmakingupforallthedayswhere

helongedformebutnevergottobeonewithme.I

lovethisguyandImustsayhe'sdamngoodatwhat

hedoes.WelaidthereandIhadmyheadonhis

chest.

Nkosi:Thankyouforthat Iloveyou

Me:IloveyoutooKhabazela

Nkosikeptonplayingwithmybraidsandwelaid

thereincomfortablesilence.

Nkosi:Where'stheoneplacewhereyou'vewishedto

havesexat?Thatyou'veneverdoneitatbefore.

Me:Swimmingpool.

Nkosi:Let'sgothen



Me:Now?

Nkosi:Yesrightnow

Me:Okay,let'sgo

Ilaughedandwewrappedourselvesintowelsand

wenttotheswimmingpool.

Me:Thisiscrazybutiloveit.

Nkosicarriedmeandwegotin,thewaterwasabit

coldandheheldmecloselyandputhispenisinmy

virgina.Itfeltsogood,sexisgreat.Weweremaking

loveoncemore Ilovethisguyandthewayhe

makesmybodyfeel.Weweredoneandweswam

forawhileandwentbacktoourroom.

Me:Iwannatakeashower.

Nkosi:MayIjoinyou?

Me:No

Nkosi:Fine!

Igotintotheshowerandthehotwaterwasrunning

allovermybody,Iclosedmyeyesandthoughtof

thepasthours.Ifelthishandssqueezemyboobs



andhismanhoodticklingmyass.Hewashedmy

bodywhilelookingdeepinsideeachotherseyes,it

wasclearandvisiblethatthisguylovesmeandonly

me.Thathisheart,body,mindandsoulbelongsto

measmuchasminebelongstohim.Iwashedhis

backandwentallthewaydown.HelaughedwhenI

washedhismanhood.

Me:Ialwayswonderedhowguyswashtheirpenis

Nkosi:Thesamewayyouwashmynana.

Heansweredwhilehewasplayingwithmyclit.

Me:(laughs)ohsoitsyoursnow?

Nkosi:Itbelongstome minetookeepand

makelovetoo.Ilovethewayyoudrivemecrazy.

Me:Let'sgettobednow.I'mtired

Nkosi:Okaymyqueen.

Wedriedourselvesandgotintobed,buttnaked.He

washoldingmetightlikeIsaidI'dwakeupandrun

awayfromhim.Itwasaround2amAndwewerestill

wideawake.HestartedsingingMyEndlesslove,I

wassoamazedandshockedthatNkosicansing.I



neverreallythoughtNkosicansing,Ididn'tthinkhe

isthetypethatsings.Hesangsobeautifullyandhe

remindedmeofmyfather,helovessingingformy

mother.Isangalongwithhimandhesmiled.

Me:Yousingsowell,Iloveyourvoice.

Nkosi:Thankyou,Ihardlyeversingthoughmaybe

thisisthefirstandlasttimeyouhearmesing.

Me:Why?

Nkosi:Ijustdon'tlikesinging.Ijustneversing.

Ihaveaconfessiontomake,I'maddictedtoNkosi's

gooddick.Isatontopofhimandinsertedhisdickin

meandstartedridinghim.

Nkosi:Fuck!Naye!

Hekeptonsqueezingandspankingmybutt.Hetook

controlofmeandputmeontheedgeofthebed,I

washoldingontothecornerofbedwhilethrusted

andpenetrateddeeperandfaster.

Me:IloveyouNkosinathi!!

Webothreachedanorgasmandcollapsedonthe

bed.HewasstillcatchinghisbreatheandIwas



gettingreallysleepy.

Me:Goodnight

Nkosi:SleeptightmyQueen

#Nkosi

Iwatchedasmyqueenwasfastasleep.Shelaidon

mychestandwasbreathingslowly.Ireallylovethis

womananditstrue,I'veneverbeeninlovebefore

anditfeelsgood.Iwannabewithherforever,I

intendonmarryingher,Idon'tknowwhenbutIwill.I

don'twannalooseherandI'llmakesureofthat.

Tonighthastobethebestnightofmylife.Itis

definatelythebest,thewaywemadelove.Ifeltlike

itwasmyfirsttime,Ipouredmyhearttoherandlet

herfeelmyloveandeveryemotionIhave.ThewayI

feelabouthercanneverjustbedescribedinwords.

IfIweretowritedownandexplainhowIfeelabout

herI'dhavetowriteabook.Shehaseverythinga

mancouldeverneedfromawoman,herfeatures,

herkindnessandthewayshelaughs.Shejust

makesmehappyandmyheartjumpandbeatfaster.



Shedoesmanydifferentthingstomeinjustanhour.

MyemotionsjustswitchandIjustcan'tdescribeit.I

wishtohaveherinmylifeforeverandIwill,nothing

willstandinmyway.Itsalready4am,Iwon'tbeable

tosleepatall.Ikissedhercheekandworemygym

clothesandwokeMayiup.HehatesitwhenIdrag

himalongwithmetothegym.Itsjustdownstairs,he

muststopbeinglazy.Istartedgoingtothegym

whenIwas12,itwasmystressrelieverandIgot

moreandmoreaddictedtoworkingoutandbecome

myeverydaylife.Mymotheralwaystoldmetostop

butIjustcouldn'tstop,itwasmyonlyplaceofpeace

andwhereIcouldhideoutandbestressfree.

Mayi:Thisisnonsense,I'mdone.

Me:Wehaven'tevenstarted

Mayi:Yeahwhatever,I'llsithereandwatchyoudo

yourthing.I'mnottakingpart.

Me:That'swhyyousoskinny,haveyoustopped

smokingweed?

Mayi:No,Idon'tthinkI'lleverstop.Me:Youshould,

it'snotgoodforyou.



Mayi:Itsmylife.Sowhenareyouplanningontalking

toher?Youdoknowthingsaregettingworseand

yourrelationshipwithherseemstobegettingmore

serious.Shedeservestoknow.

Me:Iknow,I'lltellherdon'tworry.Ijustdon'twantto

looseher.

Mayi:Idon'tthinkyouwill,shereallylovesyou.

Me:Iwon'tonlybeloosingher,I'llalsoloosemy

daughtertoo.

Mayi:You'rereallyagoodguy.Idon'tthinkI'lleverbe

readytohavekids,awifeandsettledown.Thatwas

justnotmeantforme.

Me:You'llmeettheonethatyourheartlovesandall

thatwillchange.

Mayi:Ihopethatdaynevercomes,I'mstillfinewith

having4girlsatatimeorevenmore.Itsthebestlife.

Justhavingnostringsattachedrelationships,where

noonewillbotheryou.

Me:Igetyou,Iwasoncetheretoo.

Ididmydailyworkingoutroutineandhesatthere



watchingmewhilemunchingonsomesnacks.Who

hasapacketofdoritozforbreakfast?Onlyhe

decidestodothatnonsense.Iwenttotakeashower

andwhenIwasdonemyqueenwasawake.

Me:Goodmorning

Naye:Goodmorningtoyoutoo.

I'mbecomingveryattachedtoherandIlovefeeling

hersofthandsonme.Ilaidnexttoherandkissed

her.

Naye:Whendidyouevensleep?

Me:Ididn't,Icouldn'tsleep.

Naye:That'snothealthy,youneedtosleepbabe

Me:YesDoc.Naye,Ihaveangerissues

Naye:Huh?

Me:Yes.IhavemajorangerissuesandIdidattend

angermanagementsessionsandIreallydon'tthink

theyhelped.Itrytocontrolmyselfanditusually

helps.I'mjusttellingyouthissoyoucouldknow.I'm

notalwaysangryandabeast.ButIbegyoutojust



leavemeinpeacewheneverIjustgetangry.Idon't

wantyoutoseethatsideofme.

Naye:You'rescaringme.

Me:I'msorry.Ididn'tmeanto.I'mgoingtpreparea

warmbubblebathforyouandwe'lltalkaboutthis

moreafteryouhavebreakfast.

WekissedandIwatchedherasshewalkedaround

buttnaked.I'mtrulyenjoyingthisview Ican'twait

forhertomoveinwithme.

#NNBBF

Hopeyouenjoy!

Pleasesuggestpagetofriendsandfriendsof

friends

Pleaselikeandcomment

[1/10,23:28]Tatenda:Insert8

Momscomingovertoday,iwon'tbeabletotakethe

dayofforleaveearlycauseIhaveameetingto

attendto.IhopeZee,BeeandAthiwillbecoming.I



can'tbeboredtherealone.IwasdrivingtoMuggn

Beanandboughttwomuffins,blueberryandtriple

chocolate.IsmiledandthoughtofNkosi.Icannot

takethesmileoffmyface,heisacomplete

gentleman.Yesterdaywestayedandtalkedalmost

alldayabouthisangerissues.Apparentlyitstarted

whenhewas15yearsold,that'snotnormalforany

teenager.Hetoldmeabitofwhatstartedit,heused

togetangryespeciallywhenhisparentsexpected

moreofhim.Wellthat'swhathesaid,Idon'treally

knowwhatthatmeansbutIjustdidn'tevenask.I've

decidedtojustletitallgoandwait.Iknowhewill

tellmeeverythingonceheisreadyandtrustsme

enoughtoopenupandletitallgo.Ijusthopehecan

reallycontrolhisangeranddoesn'tdoanything

stupidaroundmeorEmihle.Hehasbeenwelllately

andIhopeitcontinuestostaythatway.Hedidtell

mewhathelpshimrelaxifhehasoneofhis

episodes,I'lljusthavetolookhimupinthegym

roomandhopehedoesn'thurthimself.That'smy

strategyfornow.Otherthanthat,thesexlifehas

beenheated!We'recompletelyinloveandgluedto

eachother,hedoesn'tknowhowhe'llkeepaway



frommewhilemomishere.Beecametomewhile

shewasdancingandlisteningtoClubControllerwe

dancedinmyoffice

Bee:Whenlastdidwegetdownandparty!!!Like

reallypartyallnightlong

Me:Itsbeenawhilemanitreallyhasbeen.

Bee:We'regoingtopartythisweekendfromFriday

toSundayitson!I'llSMSeveryonethedetails.We

justneedtogetthegroovebackon.

Me:I'llbethere! Theoldladyiscomingtoday,

hopefullyshe'llleavebeforeFriday.Wouldn'twanna

sneakoutofmyownhouseandgopartywhilemy

mammaissleepingintheotherroom.

Bee:Meetingisabouttostartlet'sgo

Me:Ididn'tsignupforthis Ihatemeetings.

Especiallythisone,IhopeIdon'tfallasleep.

Shelaughedandwesatnexttoeachother.

IgotantextfromNkosi

Nkosi:"Imissyou"



Me:"Imissyoutoo,Iminameetingnow"

Nkosi:"I'llsendsomeonetogetyoulunch,justtext

mewhenitsover.I'malsoattendingoneinafew

minutes"

Me:"Goodluckwiththepressconferencelater,and

thankyou"

Hedidn'trespondsoIfiguredhe'satthemeeting

now.Hehasapressconferenceat6pm,hethinksI

won'tbetherebutIwill.Isupporthimineverything

hedoes,itwillbethefirsttimeIattendsomething

workrelatedwithhim.Ihopeallgoeswellwiththe

latestbusinessdealhe'sbeensoeagerongetting.

Hesaysitwilltakehiscompanytoawholenewlevel

notonlyinthecountrybutmakehimknown

internationally,itsreallyabigdealforhimandI'dbe

gladtobethereandshowmysupport.Themeeting

wentonandon,itwasabitbetterthananyother

meetingwe'vehad.GrowingupIneverimaginedthat

doctorsalsohavemeetings,ifIknewIwould've

changedmycareerpath.Boohoo,whoamItryingto

fool,I'vealwayswantedtobeagynaecologist.Itwas

mydreamsinceIwasveryyoung,Iwasvery



passionateaboutitandIlovemyjobanditalso

doespaywell.IstudiedhardjustsoIcangettodrive

mydreamcar,beabletobuywhatIwantandtake

careofmyselfandmydaughter.NowI'vemeta

mamwhoissodrivenandalsoveryverypassionate

abouthiswork.Tonightisreallyabigdealforhim

andIwouldbeareallybadgirlfriendifIdon'tshow

up.ThemeetingwasoverandItextedNkositelling

him,IgotadeliveryfromNandosandBeejoinedme

forlunch.Wetalkedandtalkedwhileeatingandtime

didgobyreallyfastormaybeitsjustthelong

meetingthattookupmostofmytimetoday.Ihadto

gofetchmymomfromtheairportandpickupmy

dressfrommydesigner,IhardlyeverneedherbutI

justneededherfortonight.Andyep,I'llbedriving

Nkosi'sBentley,Mkhize15.Ilovethatcar sodoes

he.Hedecidedtouseisi8tonightsoI'llbetaking

theBentley.

Me:Mom

Mom:Mybaby,youlookbeautiful

Me:Thankyou,youlookbeautifultoo.Howwasyour

flight?



Mom:Itwasgood.How'smylittleangel,I'msure

she'sgrownalotnow.Ihaven'tseeherinawhile.

Me:Itsjustbeenafewmonthsmom.I'llbebackjust

now.Iparkedandrantothe2cndfloorofthis

buildingandpickedupmydress.Itsnotallwowand

redcarpettypeofdress.Itsjustasimpleknee

lengthdress.

Mom:Goingsomewheretonight?

Me:NkosinathihasapressconferenceandI'm

goingthere.Hedoesn'tknowsoit'ssortofa

surprise.

Mom:You'rereallyinlovewithhim.Icanseeitin

youreyes.I'mgladyou'refinallyhappy.

Me:Iam

WepickedupEmihleandheadedhome.Ihadjustan

hourtoprepareandgetthere.Itookabathand

shavedmylegsandarmpits.Mydressisburgundy

andIputonsomemattelipstickandthenecklace

Nkosigotme.I'veneverreallyworeitafterhegave

me,Ilovestaringatitalmosteverydaywellthat'sifI

sleepatmyhouse.I'llbeleavingmymomwith



Emihle,theydoneedtohavetheirownbonding

session.IwasdoneandIlookedgoodandsatisfied

withthewayIlook.IdrovetoNkosi'sthesecuritylet

mein,wellIcomeandgoasIpleaseinthishouse

you'dswearIownit.ItooktheBentleyanddroveto

Nkosi'sworkplace.ThereweremanycarsandI

parkedathisreservedparkinglot,I'veneverbeen

herebeforeandI'msureIwaseasilyletinbecause

theysawthenumberplateandit'stheirbossescar.I

walkedinandhewasstandingthereatthepodium

speaking,helookedsoformal,therewassomething

abouthim,thatdemandingandcommandingaura

abouthim.Thedriveandpassionforhiswork,the

wayhespokeandpresentedhimself.Hedoescarry

alotofdignity.Itookaseatrightattheback,he's

eyesmetmineandhecouldn'tstoplookingatme

andcontinuedwithhisspeech.Hedidn'ttakehis

eyesoffme.Ismiledathimandhesmiledback.

Someofthejournalistssawthathewaslookingat

meandstartedtakingpicturesofme.Ifeltalittle

uncomfortable.Awomancametomeandwantedto

makemesitonthefrontrowbutIrefused.



Nkosi:MaHlase,youdon'twantmetocome

personallyandcarryyou.Mybeautifullady,mayyou

pleasetakethefrontseat.

Ilaughedandjuststoodupandwalkedtothefront

rowandtookaseatnexttohis.Hesmiledand

continued.Itwasquestionandanswertimeand

eachjournalistwasgivenachancetoaskonlytwo

questions.

Journalist:MrMkhize,areyousingle?

Nkosi:NoI'mnotyounglady.

Journalist:Andwhoistheluckylady?Isitthe

womanyouaddressedandMaHlaseearlieron?

Nkosi:Yes.ToyouthatwouldbeDrKhoza.Andiam

theluckyman.Ladiesandgentlemanallowmeto

introducetoyou,theownerofmyheart,theonewho

carriesallmyjoy.DrNayeKhoza.What!Hedidnot!I

wasbetterofjustsittingbytheback!Ohno,Ifeel

dizzy.PeoplestartedclappingandIstoodupand

walkedtothepodium,hetookmyhandandkissed

me.Heheldmeclosetohimandcouldn'tevenstop

smiling.



Me:I'llgetyouforthis!

Nkosi:Iloveyoutoo.

Journalist:DrKhoza,wouldyousayafewwords

aboutyourpartnerandhislatestbusinessdeal?

Me:WellIhadn'tpreparedanythingandIdidn'teven

thinkI'dstandhereinfrontofallofyoutonight.Mr

Mkhizehasbeenworkingdayandnighttryingtoget

thisdeal,anditisanhonourandprivilegethatnow

allhishardworkispayingoff.Iknowheismorethan

capableofmakingthisasuccessanddoingwhathe

hasalwayswantedtodo.I'msurehethinksInever

payattentiontohisworkorwhenhegetsfrustrated

fornotgettingananglerightnowhehastoredraw

theentirepiece,wellIpayattentiontoeachand

everydetail.Heisverydevoted,passionateand

commitedtohisworkandIhavetosay,I'mreally

proudofyou Ireallyam.That'sallIhavetosay

andIdohopeeverythinggoeswell,onceagain.

CongratulationsMrMkhize helaughedandkissed

mycheek.Iwalkedbacktomyseatandtheyspoke

moreaboutthebusiness.Inanhourallwas

done.Everyonewasnowdoingtheirownthing.Nkosi



cametomeandhuggedme,carryingmeand

spinningmearound.Ilaughedandkissedhim.

Nkosi:IwassohappywhenIsawyousittingthere,I

didn'tknowyouwerecoming.

Me:Iwouldn'tmissthis.Thisisahugestepand

elevationofyourcompany.Ihadtobehereto

supportyou.

Nkosi:YouarelookingverybeautifulDrKhoza

Me:Youshouldn'tbecallingmeDrKhoza I'mnot

atwork.

Nkosi:SotheycouldrefertoyouasMaHlase?You're

myMaHlaseandDrKhozatothem.

Me:YesMrMkhize

Nkosi:IhavetogodoafewthingsandI'llbackso

wecangohome

Me:ButIwon'tbesleepingover,momshome

remember.

Hefrownedandnoddedthenwalkedtohis

colleagues.Isatdownandtookmyphone,there



weremanytextsfromthegirlsgroup.

Sneh:"JustsawyouonTVwithNkosi!Youguyslook

amazing"

Kamo:"She'sonTV!"

ImyselfwereshockedcauseIdidn'tknowthiswas

streamingliveontelevision.

Me:"Ialsodidn'tknowitwasgoingtobeonTVor

getachancetospeak"Iresponded

Zandy:"itsgoodthatnowtheyknowhe'syourman

andtheyshouldstayawayorwe'llkicktheir

arrssses!"

Ilaughedaloneandsomeonespokebehindme

Man:Lookslikesomeone'sticklingyouthere.You

dohaveanicelaugh,Icouldlistentoitallday.

Me:Thankyou.

Man:Sorry,I'mStevenShabangu.OneofMr

Mkhize'sclients.

Me:DrKhoza,pleasedtomeetyou

Weshookhandsandhesatnexttome.



Steven:Youlookverybeautiful,Mkhizeisalucky

man

Me:ThankyouMrShabangu.

Steven:CallmeSteven,Iwouldliketohaveyour

number.Justsowecouldbefriends,Idon'thave

manyfriendshere.

Me:I'dliketokeepthingsstrictlyprofessionalhere

andaddressyouasMrShabangu.Otherthanthat,I

didn'tcomeheretomakefriends.Excusemeplease.

Itookmybagandwalkedtotheladiesrestrooms

andfixedmyselfanddidafewtouchupswithmy

makeup.IcameoutandthisShabanguwaswaiting

formeatthedoor.

Steven:You'llneedmynumberoneday,oncehe

showsyouwhohereallyis.It'sagoodthingyou'rea

doctor,you'llbeabletodressthewounds.

Nkosinathiisawomanbeater.Withthatsaidhejust

leftmestandingthere.He'swordskeptonplayingin

myhead.IsawNkosicomingmywayandIputona

fakesmile,honestlywhatIhearddidn'tsitonme

wellanditgotmewonderingwhatamIgetting



myselfintoorisiteventrue.

Nkosi:Mylove,wannagohomenow?

Me:Yes

Nkosi:We'llleavewiththeBentleyandmydriverwill

followwiththeothercar.You'redrivingthoughI'm

tired.

Me:Noproblem

Nkosi:Imustsayyoulookverysexytonightplus

thatcarsuitsyou.Youshouldkeepitforawhile

Me:Wow Thanks

Nkosi:You'renotasexcitedasIthoughtyou'dbe,is

everythingokay?

Me:Yes

Nkosi:Webothknowthat'snottrueAyabonga,will

youtellmethetruth?HeclenchedhisjawandI

lookedstraightintohiseyes.

Me:We'lltalkaboutitwhenwegethome.Wewalked

tohisparkinglotandIdroveoff.Thejournalists

werestilltakingpicturesofusasIdroveoff.Isped



downtheroadanddidn'tevencheckmyspeed.

Nkosi:Areyoutryingtokillme?

Me:No

Nkosi:Slowdownplease.

IdidashesaidandwegottohishouseandIparked

outsidethegarage,I'mgoingtoleavewithitsoits

nouseparkingitinthegarage.Nkosiheldmyhand

aswewalkedtohisroomandItookoffmyshoes

anddressthenchangedtothepyjamasIkeephere.

Nkosi:Comehere

Iwalkedtohimandheheldmeclosetohischest,I

feltsoshortandlittle.

Nkosi:Nowwillyoutalktome?

Me:Let'ssitdown.HesatandIsatontopofhim

withmylegsfoldedaroundhiswaist.

Me:Sothere'sthisguywhocameuptomeandtried

tobeallfriendlyandIdidn'tentertainhim,heasked

formynumberandIsaidno.Iwenttothebathroom

andcameouthewaswaitingforme.Hesaid

somethingthatjusthurtmeandIguessitjustdidn't



sitwellwithme.

Nkosi:Whatdidhesay?

Me:Thatyou'reawomanbeater.ThatI'llneedhis

number.Andit'sagoodthingthatI'madoctorI'llbe

abletodressmywoundswhichIsupposeI'llget

whenyoubeatmeup.

Icouldseehewasgettingangryandfrustrated

Nkosi:StevenShabangu,he'stheonethatsaidall

thistoyou?

Me:Yes,howdidyouknowcauseIdidn'ttellyou

Nkosi:IhaveabadpastandyesI'vebeatupafew

womanI'vebeenwith.Iwasfuckingwithsomegirl

whowasasecretaryatmycompanyandthingsgot

outofhand,shefellinlovewithmeandwasall

clingingandattached.ShebeguntotalkmeandI'd

findherinmyhousewhenIcamefromwork.We

arguedandIendedupbeatingher,itwasreallybad

andIkickedheroutfeelingnoremorseofwhatIhad

donetoher.ApparentlyshewasShabangu'sclose

friendandthat'showheknew.Hetriedbringingme

downmanytimesandhedidn'tsucceed.Iseeheis



stillatit.

Me:Idon'tknowwhattosay.

Nkosi:Youdon'thavetosayanything.I'mamonster

andIdon'tdeserveyou.I'vedonemanymistakesin

mylifeandI'mnotperfectandwillneverbeperfect.

WhenI'mangryIgetreallyangryanddothingsI

regret.OnethingIknowandIpromiseisthatI'll

never,neverlaymyhandsonyouNaye.

Me:Itrustyou

Ikissedhimandwemadelove.Tookashower

togetherandIgotdressedandhewalkedmeout.

Nkosi:Youshouldn'tbedrivingthislateNaye

Me:Itsnearby,I'llgettherein10mins.

Nkosi:Don'tspeed.Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

#NNBBF

Hopeyouenjoy!



Pleasedosuggestpagetofriendsandfriendsof

friends

Pleaselikeandcomment!

[1/10,23:29]Tatenda:Insert9

Havingmymomaroundisthebest!ButI'malsohurt

thatshe'sleavingtoday,we'vehadsomuchfunin

thepastdaysandIcouldn'tbehappier sheinsists

onmeetingNkosisotodayistheday,Nkosiis

comingovertodaytomeetmommydearestbefore

sheleavesthisafternoon.Iwonderhowitwillbe.I

tookashowerandgotdressed,iworeabeigeknee

lengthpencilskirtandawhitevestwithsandalson.I

letmybraidslooseandwenttomakebreakfast.I

gotatextfromNkosisayinghedoesn'tknowwhat

towear orhowtobehavetoday.Allinallheis

scared.Iwenttomyroomandcalledhim

Me:Nkosinathi

Nkosi:Mylove,Idon'tknowwhattodohere.What

arethesymptomsofhavingaheartattack?Ithink

itsallleadingtothat

Me:(Laughs)You'rejustoverreactingNkosi.Wear



whateveryouwanttowearandcome.You'rejust

comingtohavebreakfastthere'snothingmuchtoit.

Nkosi:Havingbreakfastwithyourmom!Thewoman

whoraisedyouandgavebirthtoyou.Ihavetobe

thisway.

Wecontinuedtalkingandhecalmeddownabit.

MomcalledmeandIdroppedthephone

Mom:IwonderwhatyoufeedNkosinathi.Youburn

baconNaye.

Me:IwasstillonthephoneandIforgotaboutit.

Shetookoverandpreparedthebreakfast.There

wasaknockonthedoorandEmihlerantoopen

Emihle:Daddy!

Hecarriedherandtheytalkednonstop.Hecame

overtothekitchenandhelookedreallynervous.

Nkosi:GoodMorning

Mom:Morningson,howareyou?

Nkosi:I'mgoodthanksandyourselfMrsKhoza

Mom:Alliswell,pleasecallmeMam'Linda.



Nkosi:YesMrsKho..ImeanMamLinda.

HelookedatmeandIsmiled.Helookedgoodand

simple.HewaswearingjeanswithaPoloT-shirtand

sneakers.Hekissedmycheekandsatnexttome.

Emihle:Dad,mommydidn'twantmetohaveice

creamfordesertlastnight.

Nkosi:Youdoknowyouneversleepifyouhaveice

creamwhenitsbedtime.Don'tworry,we'llhave

plentyoficecreamtoday.

Me:Aren'tyougoingtowork?

Nkosi:Itookthedayoff.

Mom:Somydaughterherehasn'ttoldmemany

detailsaboutyouandhedidn'ttellmewhatafine

handsomeyoungmanyouare.

Nkosilaughedandresponded

Nkosi:Thankyou.WellI'mjustanordinaryguy,born

andraisedinLangelihleandIstudiedtheretillIwent

tofurthermystudiesintheFreeState.Graduated

andstartedmyowncompany.

Mom:IdidseeyouonTVandImustsayyou've



donereallywellforyourselfandI'msureyour

parentsareproud

Nkosi:Yestheyare.Andyoumustbeproudofyour

daughter,she'sawonderfulwomanandagreat

mother.

Mom:Iamproudofmylittleone.Iwasalways

worriedaboutherwatchinghergrowup,shewas

reallyshyandneverreallytalkedtoanyone.She

startedopeningupandshowinghertrueselfwhen

shewasinuniversity.Iwasnervousaboutsending

herallthewaytoCapeTownbutItrustedshe'd

figureherwayandknowwhatshewantstodowith

herlife.

Nkosi:Iguessshereallydidgrowupandfigureher

lifeout.

Mom:Icriedwhenshetoldmeshe'spregnant,she

wasonly19andshewasachildherself.Still

discoveringwhosheis.

Nkosi:Butheresheis,thebestmomandshe'shad

togothroughmanythingsbutshe'sokay

Mom:TakecareofmychildNkosinathi,Itrustyou.



Nkosi:IwillMamLinda,Igiveyoumyword.

TheytalkedaboutmeasifIwasn'teventhere.Nkosi

keptonholdingmyhandandmakingeyecontact.

Nkosi:Iloveher.

IleftthemastheycontinuedtalkingandIwashed

thedishesandcleanedthekitchen.

Mom:You'reawealthyyoungman,mydaughteris

drivingexpensivecars.Icanseethey'llbetakencare

ofsoIhavenoworries

Nkosi:It'sallhardworkMa,andyesthey'llbetaken

careoff.

Mom:Myflightisinanhour,weshouldgetgoing

Naye

Nkosi:I'lldriveyoutotheairport.

Mom:Thankyouson.

Hetookherbagandputtheminhiscar.

Mom:Whatanicecar,howmanycarsdoyouhave

Nkosinathi

Nkosi:15Ma



Mom:Wow,I'mimpressed.Don'tlethimgoNaye.

He'stobekept.

Me:Iwon'tmom

Ey!Myoldladylovesnicelavishthings.I'dlove

Nkosievenifhewasn'tthiswealthy.Iloveforwho

heisandnotwhathehas.I'mnotamaterialistic

person,he'swealthjusthadtobeabonus.We

droppedofmomandthenwenttogateway.

Me:Whatarewedoinghere?

Nkosi:Ihaveameeting,you'llbedoingsome

shoppingorwhateveryouwanttodo.

Emihle:Iwanttohaveicecream.

Nkosi:Andyou'llhaveitwhenI'mbackprincess.

Takemycardandthere'snolimit.

Me:Neversaythattoawoman.You'llbeleftwith

onlyarandtoyourname.

Nkosi:Iwouldn'tmind.

Wekissedandheleft.

Me:Let'sgogetyousomeclothesbabygirl.



Emihle:Yey!

Wewentaroundlookingandherchoosingwhatever

sheliked.Shehadmewalkingaroundendlessly.I

alsodidsomeshoppingandIevenboughtthingsI

don'tevenneed.Wewenttoputourfirstloadinthe

carandwentshoppingagain.

Emihle:Mom,youhavetobuythatdress.

Me:Wowitlooksbeautiful.Itwasablackdresswith

sparklesandanopenback.Itwasjustsimpleyetit

screamedtobenoticed.ItwasR15000!Foradamn

dress!Mymandidsaythere'snolimitbutthisisway

toomuchbutalsoworthit.Therewerejust2dresses

andIwasluckymysizewasthere.Weboughtitand

itfeltreallygood wecontinuedwithourshopping

spreeandigotacallfromNkosi,probablyhe's

abouttogomadatmeforfinishinghishardearned

money.

Nkosi:Themeetingisover,whereareyouguys?

Me:NearSpur.

Nkosi:I'mcoming.



Hedroppedthecallandisawhimapproaching.

Nkosi:Havingagoodtime?

Emihle:Yesdad!Ican'twaittillwegethomeandI

showyouallmyclothes

Nkosi:Ialsocan'twaitmybaby.Wheretofromhere?

Me:You'regoingshopping,we'vedoneourfairshare

nowitsyourturn

Nkosi:ButIhateshopping

Me:Ididn'thearyou.

Men'sclothingissoexpensiveanditdoesalsolook

reallygood.Hewassulkingatfirstbuthealsoended

uptakingafewthingsforhimselftoo.Iwastaking

hisgolft-shirtsandhehashisfocusonwatches.He

boughtabout3RolexwatchesandIdecidednotto

comment.

Nkosi:TotalSportiswherewe'reheadednow.

Me:Okay

Wewentthereandhetook3pairsofAdidasZxFlux

EIInfantEuindifferentcolors.



Me:Butyouhavetheblackone.

Nkosi:Ihaveallthese,I'mtakingthemforyou.

Me:Oh

Nkosi:Ican'thaveasneakercollectionalone.

Me:Thatmeansyoushouldalsohaveacollectionof

stilettos

Nkosi:Nothappening!

Welaughedandhepaidforthem.ItookaPuma

SelectBasketHeartPatentEUwhiteincolorfor

Emihleandshewasdeeplyinlovewiththemtoo.We

paidandwenttoputthebagsinthecaranddrove

off.

Nkosi:We'rehavinglunchatCaliforniaDreaming.

IgotanSMSfromBee.Itsaboutthepartyandit's

happeningatNkosi's Iwonderifheevenknows

aboutit.

Me:There'sapartyhappeningatyourhouse

tomorrow.

Nkosi:Whatparty?



He'sphonealsobeepedandItookit.

Me:Pin?

Nkosi:Emihle'sbirthday.

Me:Whydoyouevenhaveapin?

Nkosi:Myphonehasimportantinformation.

Me:Okay.WellyepitsthesameSMSIgotfromBee.

Nkosi:Yourfriendiscrazy.Plusit'sagoodthing

causewehaven'thadthoseinawhile.

Wesatdownandthewaitertookourorders.

Me:Yeswewerespeakingaboutitafewdaysago

butIdidn'tthinkshewasserious.

Nkosi:Itsgoingtobesomuchfun.I'mactually

gettingexcited.Andthekids?

Me:SleepoveratPhila'swiththeirnannies.

Nkosi:Great

EmihlehadhericecreamwhileIhadachocolate

cakeandNkosihadabeerfordesert it'sbeena

reallygooddayandImustsay,I'mfallinginlovewith



familyoutings.

Nkosi:Weshoulddothisagainsoon.

Me:Yeswewill.

Nkosi:I'llbegettingreallybusyinthenextfew

monthsandIdohopewe'llbeabletomaketime.I

don'twantmyworktoaffectmyfamilytime.

Me:Imsureitwon'tandIunderstandthatyou'llbe

busy.AndEmihlewillunderstandtoo.

WefinishedupandNkosipaidthebill.Igavehim

backhiscardbuthesaidIshouldkeepit.

Emihle:Mom,itsalmost3o'clockI'llbelatefor

rehearsals.

Me:Ohsorrymybaby,ithascompletelyslippedmy

mind.Let'sgotoEmihle'sschoolplease.Shehas

dancerehearsals.

Nkosi:Okaycool,we'lldropheroffandgodosome

groceries.

HedrovetoEmihle'sschoolandwewerethereon

time.Theteachersaidthey'llbedismissedat6pm.

WedroveoffandwenttocheckersatDavenport



square,Nkosilikescomingtodogrocerieshere

causehesaysitsnotasfullasthemall.Wewentto

checkersandhetooktwobigtrolleys

Me:Whytwo?

Nkosi:Wehavetwohouses,unlessyou'removingin

withme.

Ijustkeptquietandfollowedhimwithmytrolley.All

hejusttookwasmashmellowsandjam,that'sallhe

needs itookallthenessesarythingsandfoods.

Nkosi:Ishouldstoptakingmyclothestothe

laundromat.

Me:Why?

Nkosi:Youcanstartwashingmyclothes.

Me:I'mnotdoingthat

Nkosi:You'llbemywifesoonsoyoushouldstart

training.

Me:Iwon'tsayanythingtothat.Icontinuedashe

followedmearoundandhekeptonlookingatme.I

walkedtothecosmeticssectionandhewas



wonderingabout.Someguyapproachedme

Guy:SexyLady

Me:Hi

Iignoredhimashecontinuedtospeak,Ididn'teven

hearwhathewassaying.Hethencameclosetome

andspankedmyass.Iturnedaroundandslapped

him!Nkosiwasstandingtherelookingveryangry

likehewasabouttoburst!Hethrewthefirstpunch

whichwasfollowedbythreemorepunches!Andthe

guyfellonhisfacebutthatdidn'tstopNkosi

Me:Nkosinathistop!

Hedidn'tlistenbutcontinuedbeatinghimup.

Securitycameandwasabletopushhimoverand

stophim.Icouldn'tbelievemyeyes,theguywas

reallybeatenup.

Nkosi:Let'sgo!

Me:Thegroceries

Nkosi:Let'sgoAyabonga!

Hehasatendencyofcallingmebymysecondname

whenheisdamnserious.Ijustlookedathimand



pushedthetrolliestothecashier'scounterand

startedemptyingthetrolley.Hekeptquietand

startedhelpingme.Hecanbeabeastandgetmad

butIwon'tjustleaveallthesegrocerieshere,that

wouldbewastingtime.Itookouthiscardandpaid.

Hepackedtheplasticsseparatelyinthecarboot,for

myhouseandhis.Icouldseethathewasstillangry,

Igotinthecarandjustfocusedonmyphone.He

droveoffanddidn'tsayanything.Westartedatmy

houseandthehelpertookthegroceries.Hedroveto

hishouseandwebothunpackedthegroceries.He

wasstillquietsoIfiguredIwouldjustkeepquiet

anditooksomemuffinsandwatchedTV.Hewent

tothegymroomandlockedthedoor.Seemsasif

heisfightingwiththeequipment.Iknockedhardon

thedoorandtherewassilence

Me:Openthedamndoor!

Heopenedandhishandwasbleeding.Thisguyis

completelyoutofhismind.Helookeddeepintomy

eyesanddidn'tsayaword.Itookafirstaidkitand

bandagesinthemedicalcupboard.Hefollowedme

tothebathroomandIwashedhisbruisedhands



withhotwateranddetol.HejustlookedatmeasI

appliedmethalatedspiritandbandagedhishand.I

lefthimstandingthereandIputthekitback.

Nkosi:Comehereplease

Iwenttohimandheledmetothebedroomandwe

laidtherestaringintoeachotherseyes

Nkosi:Idon'tknowhowyoudoit

Me:Dowhat?

Nkosi:Howyoujuststaycalmanddon'tgetupset.

Howyoujustfindpeaceanddon'tevenarguewith

me.Howyoujustkeepquietandfindyourself

helpingme.Howyoujustbareallthis.I'mjusta

beastwithsomuchangerandican'tcontrolitandI

pushyouawayyetyoustillacceptmeandhelpme.

It'sstillveryearlyinourrelationshipyetI'mmaking

youputupwithallthiswhichmakesmewonderlong

you'llbeabletoputupwithit.IknowIshouldn't

haveoverreactedbutIjustfeltveryangrywhenhe

spankedyou,heshouldn'thaveevenspoketoyou.

Eventhinkingaboutitmakesmybloodboil.

Me:You'retellingmethateveryguywhocomesto



talktomeorwhoItalkto,you'llbeangryandbeat

up?

Nkosi:Nothat'snotwhatImeanNaye

Me:Youmustknowandputthisinyourhead.You

can'tjustgetangryandbeatuppeople.Yeshedid

somethingwrong.Justonepunchwould'vebeen

enough.Nkosinathiyouhavetolearntocontrol

yourselfandyourtemper.Youhaveanimageto

worryabout,weseeyouonTVandyou'llbeworking

overseas,whatdoyouthinkyourpartnerswillthink

iftheyseeyourbehavior?Whatifsomeonetooka

videoofyouanditsoutthereanditruinsyourcareer.

Youneedtothinkthingsthrough,justonelittlemove

andruinyourowncareer.Idon'twanttorepeat

myselfandtellyouthisagain.Idon'twantwhat

happenedtodaytohappenagain,amImaking

myselfclear?

Nkosi:Yes

Me:Thankyou.

Nkosi:Iloveyou

Me:IloveyoutooNkosinathi.Ireallydidn'tlike



seeingyoulikethatandyoushouldn'tgetangryand

enduphurtingyourself,allthiswillleadtosuicide

oneday.I'llkillyouevenwhenyou'redead.Just

learntocontrolyourselfplease.

Nkosi:I'msorry.Andwehaveachildtothinkof,I'll

controlmyselfandstopthisnonsense.I'mreally

sorry.

#NNBBF

Hopeyouenjoy!

Pleaselikeandcomment

Letsgetto300likes!

[1/10,23:29]Tatenda:Insert10

Today'sthedayweparty!!!Wehaven'tdonethatin

suchalongtime.Theotherstookdaysoffbesides

me,DannyandNkosi.Ihave2babiestodelivertoday,

NkosihasanimportantmeetingandDannyhasto

beatwork,that'swhathesaid.He'salsobeenavery

busymanlatelywehardlyevenseehim.Ihaven't

seentheguysinamonthwellbesidesNkosi,Athi



andPhila.TheresthavebeenAWOL!Buttonightit's

hypeandhappening!ItooktheBentleytowork,yep

mostpeoplewerelookingatmeespeciallythe

noseyreceptionistwhocan'tsticktotheterm"Mind

yourownbusiness"I'msurethosewordsdon'teven

existinherdictionary.Iwalkedtothereceptionand

signed.HernameisLydiabutwecallherLayLay

Lay:You'redatingahotshot!Billionaire,wellheis

justmorethanabillionaire!

Me:MorningtoyoutooLayLay

Lay:Wheredidyoumeethim?WellI'veseenhima

fewtimesherebeforeifhecametoAthiornow

maybehecomestoyou.Eish!Ishould'veconnected

thedots.WhenIsawyouonTVwithhimIknew

you'vemadeitinlife!

Me:WhateverLydia,I'mout.

IleftherstandingtherewithherarmscrossedandI

justlaughedather.Seemslikemanypeoplesawme

onTV.Ichangedandgotreadythenwenttomyfirst

patientoftheday,shewasstillinlabourpainsbut

notreadytogivebirthasyet.Afteranhourshewas



pushingoutalittlebabyboy.HewassotinyandI

gavehimtothenursessothey'dcleanhim.I've

gottenusedtoseeingVirgina'sstretchingand

poppingbabyheads.It'swhatIdoforaliving.Hours

pastandIalsohelpeddelivertwins,boyandagirl.I

wasdonefortheday!Anditwas1o'clock.Ichanged

backintomyNavydressandstilettoheelsandleft

myworkplace.ItextedNkosicauseIwasgoingto

pickhimup

Me:"I'moutside"

Nkosi:"Gotomyoffice"

Iwenttoparkathisparkinglotandusedhisprivate

elevatorwhichwillgetmestraighttohisfloor.I

haven'tbeenlikeinsideNkosi'scompany,I'vejust

seentheoutsideandthefirstfloorwherethepress

conferencewas.Iwalkedinsideandeveryone

quicklywentbacktotheirdesksandpretendedtobe

busy.Iwenttothereceptionist

Her:GoodDayDrKhoza,howmayIhelpyou?

IhavetogetusedtopeoplecallingmeDrKhoza

evenoutsidemyworkplace.



Me:GoodDay,MrMkhize'sofficeplease

Her:Walkstraightandtakeyourrightandit'sthelast

bigbrowndoor.Me:Thankyouverymuch.

Peoplegreetedmeandsomepulloutfakesmiles

forme.Ijustignoredthemandwalkedintohisoffice.

Itwasbig,theinteriordesignwasbeautiful.His

officewasbrown,peachandabitofgrey.Itwasso

organizedandclean.Therewasajointofficedoor

forhisPA.Imademyselfcomfortableonthecouch

andplayedagameonmyphone.Abeautifulyoung

ladycamein

Her:DrKhoza,I'mMsFunwayo.MrMkhize'sPA

SheshookmyhandandIjuststaredather,sheis

justsobeautifulIfoundmyselfgettingjealousthat

sheworkscloselywithNkosinathi.

Her:HesaidIshouldorderacupofcoffeeandtwo

muffins,blueberryandtriplechocolate.Itsonitsway

mam.

Me:Thankyouverymuch

Her:I'llhavetogetbacktothemeeting,we'llbeout



inanhourorless.

IsatonNkosi'schair,itwaswrittenP.NMkhize.I

didn'tknowNkosinathihasanothernamethatstarts

withaP?IthoughtNkosinathiishisfirstandlast

name.Ihavetoaskhimaboutthis.Therewasa

knockonthedooranditwasadeliveryforme.Ihad

mylovelytreatwhilelisteningtomusiconmyphone,

IjustneededsomethingtokeepmecompanywhileI

wait.IlookedatsomeofNkosinathi'ssketchesand

theywereveryimpressive.Iusedtobeabletodraw

wellIstillcanbutIhaven'tdonethatinyears.Itook

apencilandcontinuedwithhisunfinishedsketch.

HecameinwhileIwasbusyandhejustsatthere

andlookedatmehehadabigsmileonhisfaceand

Iblewakissathim.OnceIwasdoneIshoweditto

him

Nkosi:Veryimpressive.Iwasstuckanddidn'tknow

whattodonext.

Me:Iguessyouneededyourwomantohelpyou.

Nkosi:Youdidn'ttellmeyoucoulddraw?

Me:ItsnotsomethingIpaidmuchattentionto.I



usedtodrawinhighschool,Ihaven'tdrawnina

whilebutIcanseeIhaven'tlostmytouch.

Nkosi:Comehere

Isatonhimandhekeptonspinningthechair.

Me:We'regoingtofall

Nkosi:I'llneverletyoufall.

Wekissedandhewasgrabbingmyass.HisPA

walkedinandclearedherthroat.

Her:MrMkhizeI'mdonefortheday,willtherebe

anythingelseyouneed?

Nkosi:No

Shenoddedandleft.

Me:She'sbeautiful

Nkosi:Who?

Me:YourPA.She'sverybeautiful

Nkosi:Ohyeahshe'sfine.

Heputhishandundermydressandmovedmy

underwear.Herubbedmyclitandinnotimehis



peniswasinsideofme.

Me:Nkosinathi,whatifsomeonewalksinonus

Nkosi:Noonewill,don'tworrynoonecansee

throughthesewallsnorhearanything.Soyoucan

screamasloudasyouwant.Ilaughedathimand

rodehim.Hewasgroaningandbitingmynecklike

itsthelast.Webothcameatthesametimewhile

screamingeachothersname.Myneckwasredand

swelling,thisguywaskillingme.

Nkosi:WowNayewhyareyousolightincomplexion

nowtheseareshowing.

Me:Youshouldn'thave,nowIhavelovebitesallover

myneck.Yourstaffwillseewhattheirbossdoes.

Nkosi:Let'sgetgoing.

Me:ithinkIhaveascarfinmybag.Itookmybag

andluckilythescarfwasreallythere.Iputitaround

mynextandovermyshoulders.Wewentoutandit

wasjustsoquieteveryonewasjustfocusingon

whatthey'redoing.Ismiledhereandthereand

wavedgoodbyetothereceptionist.Theyalllookso

terrifiedandscaredofNkosinathi.



Me:Doyouhaveanyfriendsthatworkforyou?

Nkosi:No,ImakesureIdon'tmakeanyfriendship

withmyemployees.Everythingisprofessional

Me:Youdon'tevenlaugh,wellyouhardlyevenlaugh.

Hejustsmiledanddroveoff.Wegottohishouse

andIchangedintoAdidastracksuitspants,Adidas

tanktopandAdidasFlux.Allblackandwhitestripes.

Nkosi:Youlookgood.

Me:Youlookgoodtoo.Hewaswearingablack

Kappatracksuitbottom,whiteKappaT-shirtand

blackFilasneakers.

Me:Snehwillfetchthekidsandwilldropthemofat

Lubah's.Wehavetogobuythemeatandbooze.

NtokozoandLyandawillcomewitheverythingelse

we'llneedcausesheknowsthemenu.ThenSiyais

inchargeofthecookingdepartmentwithThabo.So

weshouldgetgoing.

Nkosi:Nostrangers?

Me:Wellthereis,it'sZeeandSneh'scousinsister

andJabulaniandNangamsowillalsobejoiningus.



Nkosi:ohgreatthen,we'llusethePorsche.

Me:I'llbewithyoushortly.

Nkosi:Whereyou'regoing?

Me:Bathroom

Icamebackandhewaswaitingformeatthedrive

way,heopenedthedoormeanddroveoff.He

playedthemusicloudlyandhewassingingalong.It

wasthefirsttimeIseehimthishappyandrelaxed.

Hewasevensingingalong,ilovehisvoicebuthe

doesn'tsingoftenly.Justlookingathimandseeing

himsmilemakesmyheartjump.Wegottobluffand

heopenedthedoorformeandwewalkedholding

eachothershands.Hetookatrolleyandboughtso

muchmeat.

Me:Idon'tthinkwe'llneedallthis

Nkosi:Wedidn'tgettobuymeatwithyesterday's

groceries.SoI'maddingtheseforourhouses.He

saysthatwithsomuchpassion"Ourhouses"I

guessIshouldgetusedtosayinghishouseismy

house.



Nkosi:Weshouldpassbypicknpaysowecanbuy

sausagerolls,fishcakesetcinbulksoitcouldlast

thewholemonth.ForEmihle'slunchbox.Andadd

morefruit.Iactuallythinksheshouldcarrytwolunch

boxesaday.

Me:Why?

Nkosi:I'msureshegetshungrywhenshegoesto

hersportpractices.

Me:Iusuallygivehermoneysoshebuysatthe

schooltuckshop.

Nkosi:Okay.

HepaidandwewereofftoSparTops,heboughtall

theliquortheydrinkandIboughtwhatmygirlsdrink.

Wethenwenttopicknpayandhewasjustincharge

ofthegroceriestoday

Me:Whydidn'tyoutellmetotakeallthisyesterday?

Nkosi:Itonlycameintomymindtoday.

Me:I'llgogetthefruits

Wepackedourplasticsneatlyanddroveoff.



Me:Wherearewegoing?

Nkosi:You'llsee.I'mtakingyoutoaminidate.

Me:That'scute

WegottoDinkyDoughnuts!AndIscreameda

little whenlastdidIevencomehere.Ihuggedhim

andwebought5traysofdoughnutswithdifferent

dips.Wesatdownandate,hedoesn'treallylove

themandiatemost.

Me:Youdon'tlikethem?

Nkosi:They'retoosweet.Iknewyou'dloveithere.

Yourmomtoldmehowmuchyouusedtolove

doughnutssoIthoughtthiswouldbeagoodidea.

Me:Thankyouverymuch Istoppedbuyingthem

causeEmihlealsohatesthem.

Wesatandhewatchedmeeatlikeababyandwe

wentbackhome.Yeswewenthome Istarted

spicingandmarinatingthemeatwhileNkosiwas

takingoutthecharcoalfromthegarage.

Danny,Bonga,JabuandAthiarrivedfollowedby

KamoandThabo.Theboyswenttothebraaiarea



withbeersandthereweremakingsomuchnoise.I

guessthey'vereallymissedeachother.Philaand

MphocamewiththegirlsexceptSnehandthe

cousinthat'scoming.Siyawasgettingonwiththe

potswhilewealsohelpedwiththesalads.

Zandy:WhereisSneh?She'srunninglate,that'sso

notlikeher

Zee:ShewenttofetchZimi,Idon'treallylikeherI

don'tknowwhyshedecidedtocomevisit.Shesaid

withanannoyedface

Siya:Why?

Zee:She'sannoyingespeciallyhervoice.

Me:Itcan'tbethatbad

Zee:Justwaitandsee.

TheypouredglassesofwineandIwenttochange

intoashortdenimskirt.IcamebackandNkosiwas

lookingatmeasIwalkeddownthestairs

Nkosi:Areyousureyouwanttoshowofyourthighs?

Me:Yes



Ikissedhimandlefthimstandingthere

Zandy:It'ssogoodthatyouguysarefinallytogether.

Nkosifollowedmetothekitchenandheldmywaist

whilekissingmycheek.SnehandZimicamein

Sneh:Heygirls!

Kamo:HeybabygirlweallgreetedandZimialso

greetedus.Shecameovertojusthugmerandomly

outofallthegirls.IhuggedherbackandSnehgave

meacuriouslook.ShealsotriedtohugNkosibuthe

justlookedherwithaverybadeyeandalsowentto

hugKamowhowasnexttous.Nkosiwalkedoutand

wenttotheguys.Theyclosedtheslidingdoorandit

looksliketheyarehavingsomesortofmeeting.

WesattherewhilesippingoncocktailsandZee

takingshots!

Ntoko:Sohow'sthesexwithNkosi?

Me:Whatthefuck whosaidwe'rehavingsex

Belinda:You'redefinatelyhavingsex,you'rejust

glowingandveryattachedtooneanother



Bee:Nkosilooksveryhappy,hewasalways

depressedbeforecausehewouldhavetospend

timewithyouasjustafriend

Zandy:Rememberwhenhejustwalkedoutafterhe

toldyouhelovesyou,nowthatwasthesweetest

momentever.

Nangamso:Ijustmissthefreelunchwegotwhen

Nayewouldvisitattheoffice,youshoulddothat

again.

Me:Andyoushouldstartbytellinguswhat's

happeningbetweenyouandJabulani?

Ngamso:Nothingreally,we'vewentouttogetherlike

onceortwice.Iwouldn'treallysaywewentoutona

dateorsomething.Shesaidasshetookoutplates.

Siya:I'llgogetthemeat

Shecamebackwithabowlofmeatandwors.

Siya:Willsomeonepleasefetchthepork?

Zimi:Iwill.

Shehasareallysqueakyvoiceandit'sreally

annoying.



Me:YouwererightZee

Zee:Toldya

Theguyscameinandsatattheloungewhilehaving

averyverylouddebatewithZandy.Thisalways

happensandtheyjustneverend idishedupthe

saladsandafterweweredoneandIputitonatray,

chilisauceandtoothpicksforNkosinathi.And

servedhim

Mpho:Koti,whatalovelypresentation.Ireallyneed

awife

Me:ShutupMpho

Mpho:Zandywilldothisformeoneday

Zandy:Itmightaswellbetoday

Shereallydidservehimhisfood,wewereall

amazedandlaughed.She'sreallysofteningup!I'm

sohappyIfeellikeI'mmuchmorehappierthan

Mphorightnow.It'sstilljustMarchandwe're

alreadyseeingsuchthings!Iwonderwhatthisyear

hasforus.

Zimi:Ifeelleftout,likeyouguysarejusttwobytwo



andI'malone.

Athi:Sorrygirl,callyourman

Nkosi:Provesthatyoushouldn'tevenbehere

IlookedatNkosi,thatwasveryrudeofhim.Sneh

andZandylaughed,thisisn'tfunny.Nkosiwasbeing

rude.Hejustcontinuedeatinglikehedidn'tevendo

anythingwrong.Hefedmeandsmiled,hewasjust

sooverthewhathesaid.

Zimi:Doyouhaveaproblemwithmebeinghere

Nkosinathi?

Sneh:Wait,Wait,howdoyouknowhe'sNkosinathi

causeIdon'trememberhimtellingyouhisfullname?

Zimi:IjustguessedsinceyoucallhimNkosi

Zee:HecouldbeNkosi,orNkosikhonaor

Nkosingiphileorsomething.

Nkosi:Sheknowsmeandsheknowssheshouldn't

behere.

Me:Ohsothere'smoretothis?

Zimi:Yes



Nkosi:We'lltalkaboutthislater.

Mpho:Let'sgetdrunk!!!

EveryoneshoutedandscreamedoutloudwhileAthi

turnedonthemusic.I'mdefinitelygettingdrunk

tonight!

#NNBBF
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[1/10,23:29]Tatenda:Insert11

Thepartystartedandthemusicwasreallylit!!We

weretakingshots!AndIwasgettingabittipsy.

Nkosi:Youshouldslowdownonthedrinkingnow

Me:Why?

Nkosi:Idon'twantyoutogetdrunk.

Me:Iwon't

Nkosi:Thankyou.Maybeyoushouldstopdrinking



alcohol

Me:Let'sjustenjoythepartyplease.IIefthim

standingthereandwenttodancewithmyfriends.

Maradonaplayedandwewentcrazy,wewere

dancingandtwerkingthenIfeltahandgrabmeand

itwasNkosi,wewentupstairs.

Nkosi:Youcan'tbedoingthat

Me:DoingwhatexactlyNkosinathi?

Nkosi:Yourthighsarealloutandnowyou're

twerkingyourassoutandtherearemaleshere!

Me:You'regettingreallydrunk.Iwenttothe

bathroomandpee'dhewastherewatchingme.

Nkosi:Don'ttellmeI'mdrunk.

Me:Wellyouare

Hegrabbedmeandpinnedmebythewall

Me:You'rehurtingmywristsNkosinathi

Nkosi:Shutup!

Ijustlookedathim,hehadsomuchangerinsideof

himandIdidn'tknowwhathascomeoverhim,heis



nottheNkosiIknowandthatI'veseen.HonestlyI

gotscaredandcontinuedlookingintohiseyes

Nkosi:Ayabonga,stopshakingyourassinfrontof

myfriendsandit'sworseyou'rebarelycoveredup.

WhatamIsupposedtothinkandhowshouldIeven

lookatthatandbeokaywithit.Menaremen!They

areeasilytempted.

Me:Youdon'tdictatemylifeandtellmewhattodo,

whattowearoranything.You'vegotnoright!

Nkosi:Don'traiseyourvoiceatme!

Me:IwillraiseitashighasIwantto!Youcannot

andwillnevercontrolme.Stopthisnonsenseand

leavemealone.You'rehurtingmeNkosinathi

Hewasreallyhurtingmywristsandtheyareturning

red.

Me:Whoareyou?

Nkosi:Whatthehellisthatsupposedtomean?I'm

Nkosinathistandingrighthereinfrontofyou.

Me:Noyou'renot.TheNkosinathiIknowwould

neverdothistomeandwon'tevenhurtme.The



NkosinathiIknowisn'tthisstrangerstandinginfront

ofme,Idon'tknowyouwhenyou'relikethisandI

don'twishtoknowthisman.Nowletgoofme

Khabazela.

Helookeddownandletgo.Iwasn'tgoingtoleave

himherealone,Iknowhemightstartsmashing

thingsandhurtinghimself.Iwashedmywristsand

hewaslookingatmewithregretinhiseyes.

Me:Let'sgo

Ikissedhimandheldhishandaswewalkeddown

thestairsgoingtojointheothers.Wewereall

talkingandlaughingwellbesidesgrumpyNkosi.I

satontopofhimandwesharedabeer.SeeNkosi

needssomeonewho'llchallengehimandbeableto

standuptohim,hecan'thavehiswaythrough

everythingandyouhavetolearntoputyourfoot

down.Idon'tgetangryquicklyanddon'targueover

unnecessarythings.Thepartywassomuchfunand

it'swhatwereallyneeded,tojustloosenupand

enjoyeachotherscompany.Idon'tknowwherethis

ZimiendedupandIaskedSneh



Sneh:Shegotboredandwenthome.

Me:Ohokay

Shedidwell,wedon'twantanydramaandIknowfor

sureshe'soneofthegirlsNkosinathihasfucked.

Mpho:Let'sgochilloutside,it'sgettingreallyhotin

here

Athi:Greatidea.Nkosiyougood?

Nkosi:Yeah

Iwhisperedtohim

Me:Stopbeinggrumpyandlivealittle,it'saparty

afterall.Iwenttodancewithmyfriendsand

Nangamsosawmywrists

Ngamso:Whathappenedhere?

Me:Handcuffs

Zandy:Mmmhhelikestakingcontrol

Me:Gotthatright

Weallcheeredandlaughed.Icouldn'ttellthemthat

Nkosihurtme,soIjustcameupwithawhitelie.



Peopleshouldn'tknowwhathappensbehindclosed

doorsinyourrelationshipandtheyshouldn'tknow

yourdownfallssomewhereinlifetheymightendup

usingitagainstyou.Iloveandtrustallmyfriends

butthisisn'tanissueIwouldtellthenaboutbecause

duetotheiroverprotectivenessthey'dbeonNkosi's

case.Hewasn'tenjoyinghimselfanymore,hewas

justlaughingalittle.Ijustwanthimtoforgetabout

whathappened,Iknowhewon'tandwe'restillgoing

totalkaboutthisbuthejustneedstoforgetfornow

andenjoythemoment.Ishouldn'tevenbeworried

orcareabouthimorIshouldbeangryathim

ButIjustcan't.Ilovehimandwanttoseehimhappy,

Iwanthimtoliveandovercometheseangerissues

ofhis.Iknowitwon'tjusthappenovernightbutits

worthatry.Iwenttohimandsatonhimwithmy

legsaroundhiswaist.

Nkosi:Doyoustillloveme?

Me:Yes

Nkosi:Doyoustillwanttobewithme?

Me:Iwouldn'tbehereifIdidn'twantto.



Nkosi:I'msorryNaye,Ijust..

Icuthimoffwhilehewasspeakingwithakiss

Me:We'llspeakaboutthiswhenwe'retogether.For

nowIjustwantmyNkosibackandforhimtoenjoy

theparty.

HenoddedandIgotoffhim.Hepoured20shots

andgulpedtheminaminute

Bonga:More!!!

Thabo:We'regettingsmashedtonight!IfNkosican

doit,socanwe

Lubah:I'min!!

Zee:SoamI!

Wealllaughedandtheytooktheirshots.Zeewas

reallydrunkandDannytookhertotheirroomwhich

theyusewhentheyarehere.

Phila:I'malsogoingtosleepnow,itsbeenfun.

Zandy:Iwantedtoseethesunrisebutno,I'mdamn

drunkandIneedtosleep.

Peoplestartedgoingtotheirrooms,itwasaround



3amandwealsowenttoourroom.Itookofmy

clothesandwenttotakeashower,Iheardthedoor

openandNkosiwasnaked,comingintojoinme.I

stillcan'tgetusedtoseeinghimnakedandhishuge

dick.Hestartedkissingmyneckandsqueezingmy

boobs,yuphe'sabouttodestroymyvirgina.Iturned

aroundandfacedhim.I'mreallyshort Ihaveto

tiptoesoIcanatleastreachhislips,wellhehasto

lookdownandnotstandupstraight.Helaughedat

meandcarriedmewithmylegsaroundhiswaist.

Thewarmwaterrunningalloverourbodiesasour

lipscollided.Heinsertedhislargemanhoodand

startedpounding.Wemadeloveandthentooka

shower.Wedriedupandcarriedmetobed.

Nkosi:Wanttowearyourpyjamasoryournight

dress?

Me:Nightdressplease.

Hetookanddressedme,Ifeltlikeababy Ilove

thegentleandsoftsidethatNkosihas.Heisjustan

amazingguy.WegotintobedandIlaidonhimwith

myheadonhischest.Weweresilentforawhileand

Iwasjustlisteningtohisheartbeat.



Nkosi:ImetZimiinaclubwewenttowithMpho,

AthiandBonga.Shecameuptouswithherfriends,

weboughtdrinksandgotdrunk.Shewantedtogo

homewithmesoItooktheopportunityofgetting

freepussy.Itookherwithmeandwefucked.She

wantedmetopayhersoIdidsobasicallyshesold

herselftome.

Me:Howmanyfreepussy'shaveyougot?

Nkosi:Fromherorothergirls?

Me:You'vesleptwithhermorethanonce?How

manygirlshaveyoushaggedNkosinathi?

Nkosi:Sleptwithhertwice.Theothersgirlsitwas

justaonceoffthingsometwice.ItwouldbealieifI

saidtherewereafew.

Ijustlookedathimandnodded.HedidnoticeI'ma

bithurtbythisandIdon'tknowwhycauseheisa

guyandhehasneeds.Thismandowntheresurely

doesn'ttakeDIYsandcoldshowersverywell.

Nkosi:I'msorryNaye

Me:Youdon'thavetobesorry,you'reaguyandI



understand.Didyousleepwiththemonthesame

bedyou'rewe'resleepingon.

Nkosi:No,Ididn'tevenbringthemhome.Itook

themtooneofmyapartments

Me:Youhaveapartments?

Nkosi:Yes,Ihave5.I'mrentingthemoffnow.

Me:Whatelsedoyoudo?

Nkosi:Ihavemycompany,theapartmentsandsmall

businessesinLangelihle,PanelBeating,Shisanyama

andBottlestore.TheShisanyamawas

Mayibongwe'sidea.Sowewentonwithit.

Me:Ohthat'sgood.

Nkosi:IloveyouNaye,IknowIscrewupandIhurt

youbutI'mreallyreallysorry.Mybiggestfearis

loosingyouandIkeepondoingstupidthingsthat

couldmakeyoujustleaveme.

Me:Iwon'tleaveyou.Butyoudoknowthatyou

cannotjustthinkyoucancontrolmeandtellme

whattodoandwhatnottodo.

Nkosi:I'lltry.Igetjealous,reallyevenoverlittle



things.ItendtogetoverprotectiveandI'macontrol

freak.I'mreallysorryIhurtyou,IknowIscaredyou.

Me:Youdid,forasecondthereIthoughtyou'dbeat

meup.

Nkosi:I'llneverdothattoyou,I'dkillmyselfifI'ddo

that.I'mreallysorry

Me:Itsfine.

Nkosi:Youshouldsleep

Me:I'mnotsleepy.Iwannastayupwithyou

Nkosi:I'vebeenmeaningtoaskyousomethingbutit

completelyslippedmymind.

Me:Whatisit?

Nkosi:IhavetogotoLosAngeles.

Me:Wow!That'sawesome wait,thatwasn'ta

questionthough

Nkosi:Ineedyoutocomewithme,willyouplease

comewithme?

Me:oh



Nkosi:I'llunderstandifyoucan'tbutI'dreallyloveit

ifyoucamewith.

Me:I'dlovetogowithyou,when?

Nkosi:Monday

Me:What!Whydidn'tyoutellmeearlier?Howmany

days?

Nkosi:Aweek

Me:Aweek!Emihlestillneedstogotoschool,I've

neverleftherforaweek

Nkosi:I'msorryIshould'vethoughtaboutit.Ineeda

partner,likeaplusone.Idon'tknowwhoI'lltakenow.

Me:Wecanworkitout.Thenannywillstaywith

Emihle,she'susedtoherbutshedoesn'twork

duringweekends.

Nkosi:Itsjustthisoneweekend.I'llpayherdoubleif

Ihaveto.

Me:We'lltalktoEmihleaboutitokay.Ifshe'ssad

anddoesn'twantmetogo,thenIwon'tgo.Ifshe

doesn'tmindthenI'llgo.



Nkosi:Thankyou.

Me:Sowhatwe'llwebedoing?

Nkosi:Wellyou'llaccompanymetomeetings,press

conferencesandthere'llbeaneventwehaveto

attend.Mostlyworkrelatedthings.

Me:WhyshouldIattendmeetingswithyou?

Nkosi:I'mnottakingmyPAwithmesoyou,Dr

KhozawillhavetobemyPA.

Me:FrombeingaDoctortobeingaPersonal

Assistant,mylifeissointeresting.

Welaughedandkissedforawhile

Me:You'rereallygoingplaces,I'mproudofyou.

Nkosi:Thankyou.There'llbealotoftravelingforthe

firstfewmonthssinceI'llbeworkinginternationally

withmyteam.Itslikeinstartingeverythingfrom

scratchjustinadifferentplace.Ourfirstprojectisin

LosAngeles,thenextwillbeinCanada.

Me:You'restickingtoyouremployeesright?

Nkosi:YesbutalongthewayIwillhavetohirenew



people,therewillbealotofworksoweneedmore

workers.Especiallytheconstructorsanddesigners.

Itwillbealotofhardwork,butitsworthit.

Me:Iknowyou'lldoagreatjob.Youhavemy

support.

Nkosi:Ican'tdothiswithoutyouNaye,I'llneedyou

bymyside.

Me:Andthat'swhereI'llbe.Byyoursideatalltimes.

Wellmaybenottherephysicallyattimesbutyou

knowwhatImean.Icantalwaysbetravelingwith

you,Ihaveajobandachildtotakecareof.

Nkosi:Iunderstand.IwillmakesureIdon'ttraveltoo

much.Emihleneedsbothherparentsbyherside.

WhyhaveIbeensoblind?Thisguylovesmeandmy

daughter,hehasacceptedherandtakesherashis

ownchild.IamveryluckytohaveNkosinathi.

Me:Iloveyou

Nkosi:Iloveyoutoo

Ikissedhischestrightdowntohismanhood,yepI

wasbeingabadgirl andhewaslovingit.



Sometimesyoujusthavetogotheextramileand

destroythe"I'llneverdothatlist"Makeyourman

feellikeamanandtakecontrol.Showhimthatyou

cantakechargeandmakehimloosehissenses.He

wasgroaningoutloudandthatmademepleased

withmyself.There'snogreaterfeelingthanhearing

himgroanandknowingyou'rethereasonbehindit

andthatyou'resatisfyinghimineverypossibleway.

Iwipiedmymouthandlaidbesidehim,hewasstill

pantingandcatchinghisbreath.Hismanhoodwas

stillashardasarock.

Nkosi:Seewhatyoudidtome?

Me:Itsnotlikeyoudidn'tenjoywhatIdid.

Nkosi:Ilovedit.You'reanaughtygirl,andnaughty

girlsgetpunished.

Me:Isthatso?

Nkosi:Yesitis.

Me:Let'sseeyoutry.

Helaughedatmeandleftthebed.Whatishedoing?

Hewenttohisdrawerandicouldn'treallyseewhat



hehadinhishands.Hekissedmeandtookmy

hands,hehandcuffedme!Andchainedmetothe

bed.Ohmyword!He'llreallypunishme.Heinserted

hismanhoodanddiditniceandslowly,he'space

gotquickerandthrusteddeeperanddeeper.

Me:Aah,Nkosinathi..Iwanttotouchyou.

Nkosi:Youhavetofreeyourselfifyouwanttodo

that.

Hefuckedmeharderandharder,whilebitingmy

neck,suckingmyboobsandpenetratingdeeper,

hittingalltherightplaces.Thewayhe'smakingmy

bodyfeel,Iloveeverypartofthispunishment.This

can'tbecloudnine,IthinkI'moncloud18 Double

thepleasure.

Nkosi:Waitforme.

Hequickenedhispaceandwebothreleasedatthe

sametime.Hetookoffthehandcuffsandlaidonme.

Iturnedhimaroundandhandcuffedhim.Iwason

himwithinafewseconds

Nkosi:Sothisishowyouwannaplay?



Me:Playingdirtyismything.Iwinkedathimand

rodehimlikeneverbefore.Iwasfightingforcontrol

andIkeptgoingandbitinghisneck.Hebroke

throughthehandcuffs!Whatthehell!?Howdidhe

dothat!Heturnedmearoundandhadmefromthe

back.Hereallywasn'thavinganymercyonme.

Nkosi:I'llshowyouhowtoplaydirty,MrsMkhize.

#NNBBF
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ItsMonday We'reofftoLosAngeles.Yesterday

weaskedEmihleifshehadaproblemwithus

leavingforaweekandshesaidno.Shewasactually

veryhappythatI'mleavingcauseshenevergetsto

tellherfriendsthathermomistravelingoverseas.

Sheisjustasweetheart,wespentthedaywithher



andshehadsomuchfun.Nkosipromisedhera

vacationonceschoolscloseandtheyhadagreat

agreement.ShehelpedmepacklastnightandI

droppedheroffatschoolthismorning.Nkosihireda

driverthatwoulddrivehertoandfromschoolwith

thenannythereandwoulddrivethemanywherethey

want.I'mallreadyandpacked.Nkositoldmeto

packafewthingscauseourwardrobesaresorted.I

don'tknowwhatthatmeansbutIchoosetotrust

him.Ipackedmysexynumber,the15thousandrand

dress.NkosihasneverseenitbeforeandI'm

planningtowearitatthatsocialeventwe'regoingto.

I'msurebeingaPAforjustoneweekwon'tbethat

hard.Nkosiwillbemeetingmebytheairport.The

driverdrovemetoKingShakaandhewasalready

therewaitingforme.Myfriendsaresoexcitedabout

meandNkosigoingtoLA,IpromisedI'dsendthem

picturesandvideos.Itsmyfirsttimetravelingoutof

thecountryandIbesthopeitwillbeagreat

experience.

Nkosi:Youlooksimple,yetsobeautiful

Me:You'remakingmeblushdude.Helaughedand



wekissed.Wegotontheplaneanditwasjustthe

twoofus.Ithoughtwe'retakingtheeconomicflight,

noharmdonethough.Wewereserveddrinksand

Nkosiwasonhislaptop.

Nkosi:Herearesomenotesyoushouldreadupon

justsoyoucangetthepictureandknowwhatwe're

onabout.It'sthebasics,thevisionandmissionof

thecompany.Whywedecidedtotakeupthehuge

dealofworkinginternationallyetc.

Me:OkayI'llgetonwithit,we'regoingtoameeting

today?

Nkosi:Yeslove.

Ismiledandstartedreading.Ilovebeingapartof

thisandhavingtohelphim.IreadupandIwasdone,

hetoldmeaboutsomeotherbusinessdeals.What

theybasicallydoisthattheydesignhotels,buildings,

interiordesignetctheniftheclientishappy.They

nowcreatetheirdesignsandthat'swherethe

constructorscomeinandifit'sinterior,theinterior

decoratorstakeupthejob.Inthiscase,itsrebuilding

anoldhotelandmakeitbiggerandbetter.New



building,newinterioranditsjustahugeprojectand

whatmakesitmoredifficultisthatitsoverseas.

Nkosinathiwasveryluckyanditshowsthathard

workreallypaysoff.Heisnowgoingtobeawell

knownarchitectandhiscompanywillbeknown

internationally.Hehastogoalloutanddohisbest

withthisproject.Therestoftheflightwasspent

learningmoreabouthiscompanyandIgottoresta

little.Wegotthereanditwasalreadyanoon,15mins

to6pm.Itwasreallybeautifulandweweredrivento

thehotelwe'dbeusing.Everythingseemstobe

sortedout.Thisplacelooksamazing!Thehoteljust

tookmybreatheaway.WewereatWestin

BenoventureHotelitlookedreallybeautiful.Alady

approachedusandshewasalsojustsobeautiful.

Her:MrMkhize,DrKhoza.Pleasedtomeetyou,I'm

KaylaandI'llshowyoutoyourrooms.We'lllet'sjust

sayyou'restuckwithmeforaslongasyou'rehere.

Welaughedandwewenttooursuite.Itwasreally

biganditwasactuallylikeaminihouse.

Kayla:Everythinghasbeensortedoutasyouasked

MrMkhize,yourdinnermeetingwillbein2hours.



ThedriverwilltakeyoutoChiSpaccawereyou'llbe

havingdinner.DrKhoza,yourhairstylistandmakeup

artistwillarriveinanhour.Doenjoyyourevening.

Withthatsaidsheleft.

Me:Makeup?Hairstylists?

Nkosi:Yes.

Healsojustleftmestandingthere,wowthiswillbe

onelongweek.Ipouredaglassofwineandwentto

takeabath,Ishavedmyarmpits,virginaandlegs.

Afteriwasdonepamperingmyselfiwenttolookat

whatseemstobemywardrobe.Therewereso

manyclothes,alljustsobeautifulandtheywereall

mysize.Theshoes!!!Werealljustbreathtaking.Ifell

inlovewithallthedressesanditwillbehard

choosingwhattoweartonight.Nkosinathididall

thisforme?I'mfeelingabitoverwhelmednow.

Me:Nkosinathi,allthisisforme?

Nkosi:Yes,itallbelongstoyou.That'swhyIsaid

youshouldpacklight.

Me:I'msureallofthiswasreallyexpensiveNkosi

andwecantakeallthesebackandjustleaveafew.I



justdon'tknowwhattosay

Nkosi:Youdon'tlikethem?

Me:IlovethemNkosinathi,Ilovethemall.

Nkosi:Thenyou'rekeepingthemall.

Me:Youshouldn'tbespendingsomuchonme.You

workhardforthemoneyyoumakeandnow

Nkosi:AndnowitstimeIspentitonthepeopleI

love.IworkhardsoIcanbeabletotakecareofmy

family.You'remyfamilyNaye,you'remyheartand

takingcareofyoumakesmehappy.Iknowyou're

usedtobeingindependentandprovidingforyourself

andIlovethataboutyou,Ilovethatyoudon'tneeda

manandhismoneysoyoucansurvive.Ilovethat

you'reahardworkerandverystubborn.Butplease

justletmeloveyouandtakecareofyou.Iknowyou

don'tlovemeformymoney.

Hecuppedmyfaceandkissedmycheeks.

Me:Thankyou,whatshouldIwear?

Nkosi:Idon'tknow.Pleasedoalsopickasuitforme

afteryou'vedecidedonwhatyou'llwear.I'mgoingto



takeashower.Iloveyou

Me:Loveyoumore

Okay!Nowthiswillbehard.Ilookedaroundapicked

aredbelowthekneedress.Itshowssomecleavage

andithaslongsleevesanditsverytight.Ipickeda

blackshirtforNkosi,itwasatightfitandblack

shoes,notie,whiteshirt.Therewasaknockonthe

dooranditwasthehairstylistandmakeupartist.

TheyintroducedthemselvesasAshley(makeup)

AndLloyd(Hairstylist)

Theystartedandworkedtheirmagiconme.Imust

say,Ilookedverybeautiful.Itookapictureandsent

ittothegirls.TheyleftandIwenttoNkosi.

Nkosi:Youlookbeautiful

Me:Thankyou getdressedorwe'regoingtobe

late

Nkosi:Yesmam

Igavehimhisclothesandwatchedhimashegot

dressed

Nkosi:Aren'tyousupppsedtobealsogetting



dressed?

Me:Yesbutijustwantedtojustwatchyouget

dressed

Nkosi:You'reweird

Ialsogotdressedandhecouldn'ttakehiseyesof

me.Itwastimeforustoleavenowandheheldmy

handaswewalkedtothecar.Wegottothe

resturantanditwasbeautiful.Ididn'tknowwho

we'remeetingwithbutseemslikeheknowssince

he'sleadingtheway.Wejoinedtwocouplesand

theystoodandweallshookhandsandhugged.

Nkosi:MrandMrsAdams,MrandMrsPillay,it's

goodtoseeyouagain.ThisisDrKhoza,sheowns

myheart

MrsA:Pleasedtomeetyou,Imustsayyou'rereally

beautiful.Suchfineskin,whatdoyouuse?

Me:Thankyou Ijustusecoconutoil.

MrsP:I'llsuretrysome.

Weallsatdownandordereddrinks,Iorderedorange

juiceandNkosilaughedalittle.Hecamecloserand



whispered

Nkosi:Thankyou.

ThisguythinksIhaveadrinkingproblemorwhat?

I'msurehereallydoesn'tlikeitwhenIdrinkalcohol.

Tough,causeIwon'tstop.Themendiscussed

businessandweladiesweretalkingaboutclothes

andthelatestcelebritynewstheyweretellingme

about.Theyarebothhousewivesandenjoy

spendingtheirhusbandsmoney.

MrsA:Sowhatdoyouspecializein?

Me:I'magynaecologist.

MrsP:Wowthat'samazing,Iwasonceaveterinarian

butaftergivingbirthtomysecondbornIdecidedto

stayathome.

Me:Idon'tthinkI'denjoystayingathome.Ilove

whatIdo.

MrsA:Doyouhaveanychildren?

Me:Yes,onedaughterandyourself?

MrsA:Ihavetwodaughters



MrsP:Ihavetwosonsandonedaughter.Shaun

wantsmorebutIdon't.Ican'tgothroughgivingbirth

again.

MrsA:Wouldyouliketohavemore?

Me:YesIwould

MrsP:HowlonghaveyoubeenwithMrMkhize?

IlaughedathowshepronouncesMkhize

Me:Beentwomonths

MrsA:Butyoualreadyhaveadaughter?

ShewasdefinitelyshockedandIlaughedather.

Me:No,mydaughterwillturn8thisDecember.Igot

herfrommypreviousrelationship,herfatherpassed

awaywhenshewasalmosttwo.

MrsP:OhI'msosorryaboutthat,I'msureitmust

havebeenhard.

Me:YesitwasbutIpulledthrough.I'mhappynow

andMrMkhizelovesherlikehisown.That'swhatI

wasalwaysafraidof,thatmaybeI'dbeinvolvedwith

aguythatwon'taccepthim.SoIstayedsingleall



thistime.

MrsA:AndMrMkhizecamealong

Me:Yesthanhecamealong,heactuallycamealong

3yearsago.HelovedmefromthenbutIjustwasn't

readyandhewaitedforme.

MrsP:Suchalovelylovestory imetShaunata

coffeeshop.

MrsA:Willwasmyannoyingneighbor,wefellinlove

aftermanyyearsofknowingeachother.Heactually

bulliedmewhenwewereyoung.

Wealllaughedwhilehavingourfood.Ittastedreally

goodandIgotalongwellwiththeseladies,Mrs

Pillayisyoungerthanmebyayearandwe'rethe

sameagewithMrsAdams.Wewereallhavingone

conversationandNkosiwasbeinghimselfand

laughingmore,hekeptonholdingmyhandand

smilingatme.

MrA:IlookforwardtoworkingwithMrMkhize,heis

agreatmanandshowsthatheispassionateabout

hiswork.Andagreatmanleadswithasmartand

beautifulwomanbehindhim.Neverleavehisside



Me:Thankyou,andIwon't

MrP:I'mshockedandimpressedbyhowmuchyou

knowabouthiscompany,itsagoodthingandyou

shouldkeepitup.

Me:Iwill

Wesaidourgoodbyesandtheladiesinvitedmeto

havelunchandshoppingwiththemonThursdays.

Nkosi:Youwereamazingtonight,thankyou.

Me:Mypleasure.

Wegottothehotelandhewastalkingnonstopand

filledwithexcitement.Iloveseeinghimthishappy

andwe'rejustlostinourhappybubble.Itookofmy

shoesanddressthenworemypyjamas.Nkosicame

tositnexttomeandwewatchedamoviecalledMe

beforeYou.ItwasagreatyetsosadattheendI

endedupcrying.

Nkosi:Idon'tgetwhyyou'recrying,Iwould'vedone

thesame.

Me:That'sjustsuicide



Nkosi:Itsnot,thisguywantedbackalifethathewill

neverhavebackandstayingjusttobeaburdento

peopleisn'twhati'dwant.

Me:I'dloveandtakecareofyouevenifyou're

paralyzed

Nkosi:Iknowyouwouldbutthatwouldlimityouand

won'tbeabletoliveyourlifefully.

Me:Iunderstand,wantsomemuffinsandicecream?

Nkosi:I'lljusthaveabeer.

Me:Comingrightup!

IgavehimandwesatandhewatchedmeasIate.

Nkosi:Youlovejunkfood,youhardlyeatvegetables.

Me:Idon'tlikethem

Nkosi:Buttheyarehealthy,youdon'tevenworkout.

Howdoyoukeepyoursexybodyshape?

Me:Idon'tknow,Idon'thavetimetoworkout.

Nkosi:You'rejustlazy

Me:I'mgladyouknow,sowhatarewedoing



tomorrow?

Nkosi:YourjobasaPAbegins,we'regoingtoa

boardmeeting.Itstartsat10am.Iwasthinkingof

gettinganapartmenthere,Ican'talwaysbeina

hotelwhenIcomehere.

Me:Ifyouwanttothenyoucangoaheadandbuyit.

ItsyourdecisiontomakeandIdothinkit'sagood

ideasinceyou'llbecomingbackhereforsometime.

Nkosi:Andwheneverwecomeforavacation.

EmihlestillwantstoalsocometoLA,sohavingan

apartmentwithherownroomwouldbegreat.

Me:Yesitwould.

Nkosi:I'mgladyoucamewithme,ireallydidneed

you.ImagineifIhadwentaloneandtheycamewith

theirwives.Thesemenusuallydon'ttakeyou

seriouslyifyou'rejustabachelorandit'sactually

verytrue.Amanneedsawisewomanbyhissidein

ordertosucceedandachievemore.

Me:Iguessyou'reright.Menwouldbenothing

withoutwomen.



Nkosi:Wewouldn'tevenexist.AndIwouldbe

nothingwithoutyou.Mylifehasbeengreatforthe

pasttwomonthsandyou'vemademehappierthan

I'veeverbeen.Ireallyappreciatehowyou'vegave

mylifeameaningandareasontolookforwardto

eachday.

Me:I'mgladandseeingyouhappymakesmehappy.

You'vechangedmylifeforthebetterandI

appreciateyou.

Nkosi:Iknowyoumightsaynotothisbutit'sworth

atry.IreallylovehavingyouandEmihleoveratmy

houseandIlovewakingupnexttoyouevery

morningandit'ssomethingIwanttodofortherest

ofmylife.Nayewillyoupleasemoveinwithme.

Istoodupandwenttothrowawaythetubofice

cream.Hewasalreadygettingsad,Nkosinathiisan

emotionalwreckandhe'sverysensitive.Asmuchas

heactsallstrongandallcontrolling,heiseasilyhurt.

Isatontopofhimandsmiled

Me:You'reright,Imightsayno.Butyou'realso

wrongcauseIwon'tsayno.I'dlovetomoveinwith



youNkosinathi

Nkosi:What!Really?Hewassohappy Icouldn't

helpbutlaughathisfacialexpression.

Me:Yes,don'tmakemechangemymind

Nkosi:You'vemademethehappiestmanalive.

Thankyou

Me:I'mgladIdid.

Nkosi:WhenwegetbacktoSA,you'removingthe

sameday.

Me:Andmyhouse?

Nkosi:Wewon'tsellit,we'llrentitout.

Me:Youhadallthisfiguredout.

Nkosi:Iguessso.ThankyouNaye

Ismiledandkissedhim

Me:Mypleasure,MrMkhize.

#NNBBF
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Hewasright,wakingupnexttohimisthebest

feelingever.IlovehowIfallasleepinhisarmsand

wakeupstillthere.Hemakesmefeelsafeand

protected.AllinallI'mjustdeeplyinlovewithhim.I

tookmyphoneanditwas8:30am!Ourmeeting

startsat10am,we'regoingtobelateifwedon't

wakeupnow.

Me:Nkosinathiwakeup

Nkosi:Okay,I'llwakeupin5mins.

Ikissedhimandwenttotakeashower.Hewasstill

sleepingwhenIwasdone.

Me:Nkosinathi!

Nkosi:I'mup.

Helookedannoyedandstrolledtothebathroom.I

laughedalittleandtookoutagreyslimfitsuit,white



shirtandbrownshoes.Notie,helikesopeningthe

firsttwobuttonsofhisshirt.Iloveitwhenhe

doesn'twearacoatandfoldshissleeves he

lookssohandsome.Enoughdaydreamingabout

Nkosi Itookoutagreysuitwithwhiteshirtand

blackstiletto'sformyself.Roomservice!They've

broughtourbreakfast.Ithankedthemandsetitup

onthetable.NkosicameandIdishedupforhimand

myself

Nkosi:Thankyou

Weateinsilencewhilehewasstaringatme.As

weirdasitis,heloveswatchingmechew.Afterwe

weredoneIwenttobrushmyteethandmy

hairstylistandmakeupartistarrived.Theyworked

theirmagicandIwasallsetandready.Gotdressed

andwaitedforNkosi.Heissoslowandtiredtoday

andhiseyesareabitred.Maybehe'sgettingafever

oritsjustflue.

Nkosi:Doyouhaveanypainkillers?

Me:YesIdo.

Itooktwoandgavehimwithaglassofwater.



Nkosi:Thankyou,I'mfeelingreallytiredandhavea

massiveheadache.

Me:Willyoubeokayfortoday?

Nkosi:YesIwill.

Hekissedmycheekandgothisbriefcaseandlaptop

bag.Itookmybagandwewenttothecarwe're

usingsincewhilstwe'rehere.Thedriverdroveusto

wherethemeetingwillbeheldandwewerejuston

time.MrPillayandMrAdamsintroducedustothe

othersandthemeetingstarted.Iwastakingdown

notesandrecordingwithmyphonejustincaseI

leaveoutsomethingimportant,I'llhavethetapeon

myphone.Themeetingcontinuedwithallthese

businessmantalkingandpresentingtheirbusiness

plans.Hourswentbyanditwaslunchtime.Nkosi

willpresenthisbusinessplanafterlunch.Hewas

gettingworseandheaskedtobeexcused.Hewas

goneforawhileandsomeguycametocallme

sayingMrMkhizeiscallingmeoutside.Iwentthere

andNkosiwasinthecarwithhisshirtoff.

Nkosi:Idon'tknowwhyI'mfeelinglikethisbutI



won'tbeabletodothis.Ineedyoutostandinforme.

Me:What!Areyoucrazy?Noonewilltakeme

seriouslyinthere

Nkosi:Theywill.

Me:Ican'tdothatNkosinathi,whatwillIevensay.

Nkosi:Youknowaboutthebusinessandyouknow

everythingaboutthisproject,Iknowyou'venever

donethisbeforebutItrustyou.AllI'vetaughtyouis

beingtestedtoday.Don'tletmedown,Iloveyou.

Me:I'lldomybest.

WhatthehellisNkosinathidoingtome I'm

actuallygoingtodamnpeeonmyself.HowwillI

evenstandinfrontofallthesemen,whomightnot

eventakemeseriously.Youknowhowtheysayit'sa

mansworld.PlustheseareAmerica'sbig

businessmenandhotelownerswhowantthebest

forthemselvesandtheirbusinesses.Nkosiisnow

dependingonme,Imustatleastget2ormore

clientsinterested.MaybeIwon'tevenwinover

one there'sjustsomuchpressure!Idon'tthinkI'll



beabletodothis.

MrA:Iseverythingokay?IjustsawMrMkhizeleave.

Me:Heisnotwell,hehadtogo.

MrA:That'sbadandevenworseforhiscompany,

whatwillhedoknow?

Me:I'llbefillingupforhim.

MrA:Goodluckonthat,you'llbethefirstwomanto

eventakeastandinfrontofthesemen.Allthebest

Thatdidn'tmakemefeelanybetter,insteadIwas

gettingreallyreallyscaredIwishIcouldjustvanish.

Everyonewasnowcomingbackfromlunchand

gatheringonthetable.IgotatextfromNkosi

Nkosi:YoucandothisMaHlase,you'restrongerthan

youthink.

Mc:MrMkhizepleasecomeforward.

Itookhislaptopandwentforward.Theygaveme

strangelooksAndthenerveswerestartingtokickin.

Mostwomansittingbesidestheirmenortheir

bossesweresmilingandsomeweregivingmethe

badeye.



Me:GoodDayLadiesandGentlemen.I'msureits

comingoffasasurprisetoseemestandinghere

insteadofMrMkhize.Unfortunatelyhecouldn'tstay

anylonger,hewasn'treallyfeelingwell.I'llbe

presentinghisbusinessplanonhisbehalf.

Man:AreyouhisPAorhisWife?

Iwasn'texpectingthisquestion,Idon'tknowwhatto

say.WhileIwaslookingaroundMrPillaymouthed

"SayYes"Iclearedmythroatandnodded

Me:Yes,YesI'mhiswife.

Man:YouwereintroducedasDrKhoza,amIright?

Fuck!Whydidn'tIrememberthat.

Me:Yes,Iwas.ByprofessionIamaDoctorand

mostpeopleknowmeasDrKhoza,wellthatwasmy

surnamebeforeIgotmarried.We'veonlybeen

marriedtraditionallysothestatestillusesKhozaas

mysurname.Willsurelyinviteyoutothewhite

wedding.Iwouldliketostoptalkingaboutmy

privateaffairsandpresentthiswithoutany

disturbancesjustliketheothermenhavebeengiven

anopportunitywithoutbeingdisturbed.Let'streat



eachotherfairlyandequallyplease.Thankyou.

Iturnedontheprojectorandstartedpresenting.I

talkedaboutthebusiness,howitworks,thebenefits

ofworkingwithusetcbasicallyeverythingthat

Nkositaughtmeandwhatwasonthebusinessplan.

Ishowcasedsomeofthepreviousworksandtheir

biggestprojectsetcandsomeoftheirdesignsIwas

shockedwhentwoofmydesignsshowed.I'llget

Nkosiforthis!AfteranhourIwasdoneandI

thankedeveryoneandstartedpacking.Peoplestood

upandstartedclappingtheirhandsasIwenttotake

myseat.Iwassmilingandstillverynervous.Itexted

NkosiandtoldhimIwasdone,IthinkImesseditup.

MrP:Youdidverywell.Ithoughtyouwouldn'thear

mewhenIsaidsayyes.Theyonlytrustmarriedman

andifyouwerejustaPA,theywouldn'thavetaken

youseriously.Imsuretheywould'veaskedyouto

stepoffthepodium.

Me:Wow,it'sreallytoughoutthere.Thankyouvery

much,Idon'tknowwhatIwould'vedoneifIhad

messedthisup.ItmeansalottoNkosi.



MrA:Youdidwell,I'msureheisproudofyou.He

smiledandwesatthereasthemeetingcontinued.

Whentheofficialsspoke,Itooknotesandafter

anotherthreehours.Themeetingwasover,itwas

nowtimetoseeifyourpitchwasimpressiveornot.

Thatwillshowbythenumberofclientsyou'regoing

tomake.Weweregivenanhourtomingleanddine

whiletheyweresortingoutthepaperwork.Itwas

thenannouncedhowmanyclientseachcompany

got.

MC:MkhizeKhabazelaPtyLtdhasmade17clients.

Thiswasthecompanywiththemostclients,

Congratulations.Iwantedtojumpandscream!!

17clients!DidIhearthatcorrectly?Igotatextfrom

NkosisayingCongratulationsMrsMkhize.Ilaughed

andotherpeoplealsocametocongratulatethe

company.IwishNkosiwashere.Isaidmygoodbyes

toMrAdamsandMrPillay,theyareindeedgreat

people.

MrP:CongratulationsDrKhoza,docongratulateMr

MkhizeandIhopehegetswellsoon.Hehasalotof

worktodo.



Me:Iwillmakesurehegetsbetter.Thankyouvery

much.Itookmybagandlaptopbagthenfetchedthe

paperworkfromthenewclientsandthedriverwas

alreadywaitingforme.WedroveoffandIwas

feelingveryexcitedtoseeNkosinathi.Igottothe

hotelandtheelevatorwasjusttakingitstime.I

openedthedoor,kickedoffmyshoesandtookoff

mycoat.

Me:Nkosinathi!!

IscreamedasIrantothebedroom.Ithrewmyself

onthebedandhewasveryexcitedtoseeme.

Nkosi:Naye,Icannotthankyouenough.Youdid

beyondwhatIexpected.Thankyouverymuch.Iwas

watchingyou,IaskedShauntomakeavideo.

Me:Yousneaky!Andwhydidyouputmydesigns

there!

Nkosi:Iwantedtosurpriseyou.Itsoundedsogood

whentheycalledyouMrsMkhize

Me:Whatever Areyouokay?

Nkosi:I'mabitbetter,Ihardlygetsickandthisis



strange.Iwasevenvomiting.

Me:MaybeyourbodyistryingtogetusedtoLA's

weathercondition.Justseasonalflu.I'llmakehot

waterandlemonforyou.

Nkosi:Thankyou,Idon'tknowwhatwouldIhave

donewithoutyou.I'mtheluckiestmanalive.Ireally

appreciatewhatyoudidformetodayandhowyou

stoodupandshowedyourstrength.You'reare

indeedawonderfulwomanwithmanyhiddentalents.

Me:You'remakingmeblush andhere'sthe

paperwork.Ievenknowwhat'sallthatfor.

Nkosi:17clients,thisisgoingtobesomuchwork

andtheyareallfromdifferentplaces.Itsallworthit

though,thecompanywillhaveabigname.Allofthis

wouldn'thavehappenedwithoutyou.

Me:EnoughpraisesalreadyNkosinathi.

Nkosi:Ihopethisonewillbedonewithin3months

sowecouldmovetothenextbigone.We'llwork

with3projectsatatimethat'swhyI'llneedtostart

hiringmorepeople.Naye,theseareworthbillions.



HewasreallyexcitedandIwasjustgettingonwith

myownstuff.Mygirlsweretextingmeonewayand

Iwasn'tpayinganyattentiontoNkosigoingon

aboutwork.HonestlyIwouldneversurviveasa

businessperson,itstoomuchpressureandalotof

work.Yesitmakeslotsofmoneybutitsjustnotfor

me.IworemybikiniandNkosilookedatmeweirdly

Me:What?

Nkosi:Youlooksexy.

Me:Thankyou Myjobisdonefortheday,nowI'm

goingtoenjoyLA.Ilefthimintheroomandwentto

theswimmingpoolarea,itwasntthatfullbutthere

werepeoplethere.AfteraswimIcameoutand

Nkosiwasalreadysittingonthebeachchairsonthe

side.Thisguy!Wasn'theworking?Hewaswatching

overmeandIjustsmiledathim.Iwentforanother

swimandIwasdonefortheday.Hefollowedmeas

hesawmeleaving.

Me:Didn'tyoucomedowntoswim?

Nkosi:Icametowatchoveryou.Idon'twantanyone

messingwithyou.



Me:I'mnotachild

Nkosi:Iknow,butmanymenwouldn'tbeableto

resistthatbodysoIhadtocomewatchoveryou.I

don'twantanyonetouchingyouinappropriatelyor

eventouchingyouatall.

Ilaughedathimandwrappedatowelovermybody

Me:Happynow?

Nkosi:Yes

WegottoourroomandItookashower.WhenI

cameout,itwasdarkandthelightswereoff.

Me:Nkosinathi,what'sgoingon?

Ifelthimholdmyhandandblindfoldedme.

Me:OkayI'mgettingcurious.

Nkosi:Curiositykilledacat.Don'tworrywe'rejust

goingtosithere.

Me:I'mnotevendressed.

Nkosi:ohIforgotaboutthat.Waithere.

Hewasgoneforawhileandthenhecameback.



Nkosi:I'llhelpyougetdressed.

HeputonmyunderwearsandIgiggledbecausehe

keptonkissingmyclit.Thenhehelpedmeintomy

pyjamas.

Nkosi:Sitdown

Me:WhatifIfall?

Nkosi:Youwon't.

IsatdownandwhatIsatonwasfluffy.Hetookof

theblindfoldanditwasamazing.Thesetupwas

neartheTVstandandtherewerefluffypillowsthat

wesatonandaindoorpicnicsetup.Allmyfavorite

foodsandjunkieswerethereandwine.Withabunch

ofmovieswe'dwatch.

Me:aaahthisissocute

Nkosi:Youlikeit?

Me:Iloveit

Igrabbedsomepizzafirstwhileheputonamovie

andhecametositnexttomeandweatetogether.

Nkosi:Iwantyoutohave25%sharesofmy



company.

Me:What?Nothat'scrazy

Nkosi:Iknewyou'dsayno.

Me:Ican'thave25%sharesNkosinathi.Ican'teven

havesharesofyourcompany.You'veworkedtoo

hardforitandforyoutojustthrowaway25%to

someoneelse.

Nkosi:You'renotsomeoneelse,you'remygirlfriend

andmypartnerinthis.Whatyoudidtodaygotthe

companymanyclientswhichwillbringinbillionsand

makeahugechange.Youdeserveitandworked

hardwithme.IknowyouthinkI'mcrazybutIwhat

youtohavethem.

Me:Ican'taccept25%Nkosinathi.PlusIjustdid

whatyoutoldmetodoandallthisisyourhardwork

andwhatyoutaughtme.Iknownothingabout

havingabusiness.

Nkosi:ButIwantyoutohavethesharesNaye.

Me:Let'smakethingseasier,I'lltake5%ofthe

moneyyoumakeoneachoftheseprojectsthatI



helpedsignup.Willthatmakeyouhappy?

Nkosi:15%

Me:Nkosi,you'rebeingimpossiblerightnow.10%

andthat'sit.

Nkosi:Fine10%itis.Andyouwillreceiveamonthly

allowance.

Me:Nkosi,IgetpaidverywellatworkandIdon't

needamonthlyallowance.

Nkosi:TheallowancepartisnotfordiscussionNaye.

Ijustlookedathimandwatchedthemovie.Arguing

withhimwon'tchangehismind.

Nkosi:Iloveyou

Iignoredhimandcontinuedeatingmyyummyfood.

Nkosi:Naye

Icontinuedignoringhim.

Nkosi:Nottalkingtomewon'tchangemymind.And

Iknowyoulovemetoo.Hekissedmycheekand

laughed.



Mxm!Thisguyisreallystubborn! butIlovehim

anyway.
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Nkosinathigotbetterandtherestoftheweekwas

spentattendingmeetingsandfunctions.Tonight

we'regoingtoourlastevent,itsSaturdayand

tomorrowwe'reflyingbacktoSouthAfrica.Ihave

removedmybraidsandhadmyhaircutandstyled,I

lookpretty gotmerockingEmeliSande'sstyle.

Fullbodywaxandtrustme,itwasnofun!Fullbody

massageandhadmynailsdone.Ithasbeenagood

day,nowwe'reofftolunch.We'vebeenbusyall

morningandtheseladiesshoppinglikecrazy.

MrsP:Let'sgohavelunchatOsteriaMozza.We're

usingalimoandittookusthere.Itwasaveryfine

andbeautifulrestaurant.Weorderedfruitcocktails



whilstwewerewaitingforourfood.Wehadasmall

conversationandourfoodarrived.Igotatextfrom

Beeaskingmetosendpicturesoftonightandthat

they'llbewatching.Ididn'tknowthatitwouldalso

beshowcasedliveontelevision.Afterlunchweall

wentbackandIwasdroppedoffatthehotel.We

needtopreparefortonight.

Nkosiwasamazedwhenhesawme.

Nkosi:Everyhairstylelooksperfectonyou.Youlook

beautiful

Me:Thankyou

HewashavinglunchandIwenttojoinhim,ijustate

butIwantmorefood.

Nkosi:Sohowwasyourday?

Me:Itwasfun,Ireallyenjoyedmyselfespecially

afterthatlongmeetingwehadyesterday.Idon't

knowhowyougetusedtosuchmeetings.

Nkosi:Itcomeswiththejob,I'veattendedmanysoI

gotusedtoit.

Me:Thistastesgood



Nkosi:Youhatefetacheese

Me:Yeahbutthisonetastesgood.Strangehey?

Nkosi:Verystrange.HelookedatmeweirdlyandI

shrugged.Icontinuedeatingthecheesewith

provitas.Itdoesreallytastegood.

Nkosi:Willyoubedrinkingalcoholtonight?

Me:NoSir.

Nkosi:(laughs)Thankyou

Me:IdranksomeearlieronsoIwouldn'tbethirsty

andcravingforwinetonight.

Nkosi:Whatexactlydidyoudrink?

Me:Fruitcocktailandredwine.

Nkosi:Howmanyglasses?

Me:Oneofeach,whyareyoumonitoringmyalcohol

intake?

Nkosi:Justdon'twantyouturningintoanalcoholic.

Ilaughedathimandtookoutmydress.Wedon't

havemuchtimeleft,just2hourstoprepareandI'll



bedoingmymakeuponlysincemyhairisalready

done.Icalledmyprincessandshewasexcited.

Emihle:Momlet'sSkypeplease.

Me:okayfine.

WewereonSkypeandNkosicametojoinme

Emihle:Wow!Momyoulookbeautiful.Heydaddy!

Nkosi:Shelooksreallybeautifulhey.Heymy

daughter,howwasschool?

Emihle:Itwasokay,wehadhockeypracticethis

afternoon.

Me:Ihopeyoudidn'tgethurt

Emihle:NoIdidn'tmom.Whenareyoucomingback?

Imissyoualready

Me:Tomorrowbaby,uhmthere'llbesomechanges

though

Emihle:Whatdoyoumean?

Me:WouldyouliketostaywithDaddy?We're

movinginwithhim,onlyifyouagree.



Emihle:Yes!!I'dloveto!DoesthismeanI'llstayin

mybigroomforever?

Nkosi:Yesyouwill andyou'llgettowatchyour

moviesonweekends.

Emihle:I'msoexcited!WillauntyNandistilllook

afterme?

Me:Yesbaby.

Emihle:Yes!Momstopcallingmebaby,I'moldnow.

Me:You'llalwaysbeababytome.Iloveyou

Emihle:Iloveyoutooguys.Bye,Ihavetodomy

homeworknow.

Nkosi:Goodbye.

Wesaidourgoodbyesandwenttochillatthe

balcony.

Me:Haveyoursuitready?

Nkosi:Itwillbeherein30mins.Andyourdress?

Me:Sorted.

Nkosi:Ididn'tseeanydressfromthebagsyouhad



today.

Me:IboughtitinDurban.Ihaven'thadachanceto

wearitbeforesoI'mwearingittonight.Weheardthe

dooropenanditwasKayla.

Kayla:MrMkhize,yoursuitisready.Soisyour

speech,yourcompanygotthemostclientssoyou're

expectedtomakeaspeech.DrKhoza,wellMrs

Mkhizeyouneedtolookbeautifulnexttohim.

Me:I'lllookbeautifulinmyseatthankyouverymuch.

I'mnotabouttostandinfrontofthousandsof

people.

Kayla:Yourseatsareatthefrontrowanddon't

worryyouwon'tbeseatedwithstrangers.MrAdams

andMrPillaywillalsobeonyourtablewiththeir

wives.

Me:Great Iwon'tbebored.

Kayla:Here'syourspeech.Andyou'llhave4

interviews,2beforetheeventbeginsand2after.

Don'ttakeanyotherintervieworanyotherquestions

fromthepaparazzi.You'llbeinthenewspapersby

tomorrowmorningandyourlifeisabouttobeinthe



open.

Me:Can'twaittogetbacktoSA.I'vehadtoomany

camerasflashingatme.

Kayla:I'msureitwillbeworsethere,you'vemadeit

internationallysotherewillbecamerasflashingat

youeverywhereyougo.It'simportanttokeepagood

imageallthetime,don'tgivethepresssomething

badtowriteaboutyou.

Nkosi:ThiswillbeharderthanIthought

Kayla:Itallstartsnow.

Nkosi:We'releavingtomorrow.I'llbebackintwo

weeks,Ineedyoutogetmethebestconstruction

workersandinterviewthem.I'llmakethefinal

decisiononceIseetheirwork.Makesureall

equipmentweneedisorderedandpaidfor.

Kayla:Thatwillallbesortedwhenyougetback.

TheycontinueddiscussingbusinesswhileIwas

doingmymakeup.Kaylaleftandwebothgotready,

Igotdressedatthebathroomsohewouldn'tseeme.

Nkosi:I'llleaveyouhereifyoudon'tfinishupright



now.Youdon'twantustobelate.

Me:Relax,I'mdone.

Iopenedthedoorandcameout.Hecouldn'tstop

lookingatme,heblinkedtwiceandcamecloser.He

heldmywaistandkissedme,hekeptongrabbing

myass,ifelthimashepulledupmydressgently.

Me:We'llbelate.

Nkosi:Itcanallwait.Fuckyou'renotwearingany

underwear!You'redrivingmecrazy.

Ilaughedathimandtouchedhishugedickwhich

hadahugeboner.Hecarriedmeandpinnedmeby

thewall.Heinsertedhismanhoodandstarted

thrusting.Iwasmoaningandholdinghimclosely.

After10mins,he'sphonerangandIanswered

Kayla:Whereareyou!

Me:We'recoming.Idroppedthecallandlaughed

Me:Wehavetogo

Nkosi:5moreminutes.

After10minsweweredoneandcleanedeachother



upthenIfixedmyhair

Nkosi:Whenwillthisfunctionend.Idon'tevenwant

togoanymore

Me:Wellyouhaveto.

After15minswearrivedatthevenue.

Nkosi:Areyouready?

Me:Yes

Hegotoutandcameovertoopenthedoorforme.

ThelightsweretoomuchformeandIclosedmy

eyesabit

Nkosi:Areyouokay?

Me:Yes.

Ismiledandhehadhishandonmybackaswe

walked,stoodandsmiledforafewcamerasand

Kaylacamelookingstunning.

Kayla:Followmeplease,yourfirstinterviewwillstart

now.Theinterviewswereshortandsimplebasic

questionsaboutthebusinessandsomeabouthis

personallifeandwhodressedusandwhatwasthe



inspirationbehindmyhairstyle likewhoaskssuch

aquestionwhenIhavenocluewhatinspiredmy

hairdo.Ijustlikedit.

Wewenttoourseatsanditallbegun.Afew

speechestookplaceandstarterswereserved.It

waslobsters,creamcheeseandvegetables Ijust

hadtwolobster.Nkosilaughedatmeandhetalked

tooneofthewaiters.IwasservedsushiandI

thankedthem.

Me:Youdidn'thaveto,butthankyou

IdrankmyvirgincocktailandNkosiwascalledto

thestage.Westoodupandapplauded.Helooked

reallyhandsomeandhe'ssuitlookedgoodonhim.

Nkosi:Eveningladiesandgentleman,I'dliketofirst

startofbysayingyoualllooklovelytonight.Iwon't

betoolong,goingtostudyarchitectureinthe

UniversityofFreeStateIjusthadthepassionand

drivefordrawinganddesigningbuilding's,bridges,

housesyounameit.AfterIgraduatedIwantedto

workandbeabletodoitall,eveninteriordecorating

andconstructingmyowndesignsalltogether.No



companyhadthatandIdecidedtostartmyown

company,noonetookmeseriouslybecauseIwas

justayoungmanwhohadamixedupvisionand

couldn'tevenexplainitonpaper.Itwasalljustinmy

head.

Kayla:AllhejustsaidisnotonthespeechIgavehim

Me:That'sNkosinathiforyou,hedoeshisownthing.

Nkosi:Myfathertoldmehe'dgivememoneytostart

mybusinessbutIrejectedhisoffer,Iwantedtowork

formyselfandmakeitallthewayup.Iworkedfora

companyinFreeStatefortwoyearsandthenI

startedmyowncompany.Itgrewandgrewandtill

thisdayitisstillgrowing.NeverhaveIeverimagined

thatthiswouldhappen,IneverthoughtI'dbe

standinginfrontofmanybigbusinessmanand

havingtoworkwithsomeandmycompanybeing

knownworldwideandworkinginternationally.Itis

unbelievableandI'mveryhonoured.Standinghere

andhavingtohave17clientsfromallovertheworld

isagreatprivilegeandIwouldliketothankmy

beautifulpartner,shesupportsmeineverythingIdo,

she'swithmeandbelievesinmemorethanIdo.



TherearetimeswhereIfeellikegivingupbutshe's

alwaysthereforme.She'severythingIneedina

womanandI'mluckytohaveher.Ladiesand

Gentlemanpleasewelcomemybeautifulwife,Dr

NayeMkhize.

Whatisthisguydoing! Istoodupandpeople

wereclappingtheirhandsandcheering.Heheldmy

handandistoodnexttohim

Me:Thisguyisfullofsurprises,ididn'tknowthis

wouldhappenandIwouldliketothankMrMkhize

forgivingmetheopportunity.I'dliketocongratulate

himonhisnewbusinessventures.Watchinghim

workanddowhathelovesmakesmehappy,I've

learntsomuchthatIhadn'tknownbeforeandI

thankhimforthat.Heisreallypassionateandhas

somuchdeterminationandisahardworker.Ihave

nodoubtthathewillexceedyourexpectationsandI

thankyouallforgivinghimthiswonderful

opportunity.Doenjoyyournightandthankyouonce

again.Wemadeourwaybacktoourseatsandthe

MCtookthestageagain.

Nkosi:IlovehavingtocallyouMrsMkhize,itsuits



you.

Me:Thankyou

Ijustdidn'tknowhowtorespondtothat,like

honestlyIdidn't.Sothat'swhyIjustsaidthankyou.

Themainmealwasservedanditwasdelicious.We

stayedforawhileandNkosiwentfortheothertwo

interviews.Myfeetwerekillingme!Theyareitchy

andswelling,maybeI'vebeenstandingalotlately.

Hecamebackandwestayedforawhile

Nkosi:Wannagohome?

Me:Yesplease,I'mtired.

Wecalledourdriverandhedroveusbacktothe

hotel.IsatonthebedandNkositookofmyshoes

andmassagedmyfeet.

Me:Thatfeelsgood

Itookofmydressandchangedintomypyjamas

whenhewasdone.

Me:Ineedtopackallthoseclothesnow.

Nkosi:I'llalsopackmysuits,whenIcomebackhere



i'llbestayingattheapartment.

Me:Yougotitalready?

Nkosi:I'veseenoneIlike,wellIneedyourinputon.

HegavemehisphoneandIsawitspictures

Me:It'sbig

Nkosi:Yesitis.

Me:ButIloveitanditsclosetowhereyou'llbe

working.

Webothpackedandiorderedsomefood

Nkosi:You'rehungry?

Me:Yes,Ineedsomedecentfood.Idon'tlike

cookingbutimisshavingahomecookedmeal.

WhenwegethomeI'llmakedumplingsandlamb

stew.

Nkosi:That'ssoundslovely,youhardlycooksoI'm

lookingforwardtoit

Me:Ihatecooking

Nkosi:Ican'tevencook.Welaughedandthefood



wasdelivered.Weatewhilewatchingamovie.He

gotacallfromhismother.

Nkosi:Ndlovukazi,sorryIignoredyourcallsearlier

onIwasbusy.

Hewenttothebalconytocontinuewithhiscall.I

textedwithmyfriends,tellingmehowbeautifulI

lookedandtheylaughedatmebeingcalledMrs

Mkhize,theyarealreadyplanningaweddingthat

won'thappenyet.Ourliveswillbebeginninganew

chapterfromtomorrow,Idon'tknowifI'mreadyto

behavingjournalistswantingtointerviewmeor

eventakingpicturesofoureverymove.Butifthisis

whatNkosi'ssuccesscomeswiththenwe'llhaveto

barewithitandgetusedtoit.Nkosicamebackand

atemyFrenchfries

Me:No!Youhaveyourown

Ismackedhishandandhelaughedatme

Nkosi:ButIwantyours

Me:Okayfine.Let'sputthemononeplateandthen

sharethem.



Nkosi:Greatidea.

Weputthefoodinoneplateandweshared.

Nkosi:I'mhappyyou'llbemovinginwithme.

Me:Metoo,I'mveryexcited.

Nkosi:I'mgladyouare.You'llmakethathousea

home.

Me:Youmeanmansion

Nkosi:Itsnotamansion,itsjustahouse.

Me:Justahousewith4floors,4bedroomseachwith

ensuitebathrooms.Kitchenoneachfloor.Agym

room,cinemaplusplayroom.Astudy,Jacuzzi,

swimmingpoolarea,braaiarea.Tennisandbasket

Ballcourt.Amassivegardenandwaterfountain.

Hugegarageswith15cars?Thatdeservestobeon

TopBilling.

Nkosi:You'rejustmakingitabigdeal.

Me:Howmuchdiditcostyou?

Nkosi:8million

Me:8million!Nowthatscrazy!Iwouldneverbuya



housefor8million,thatestateagentwouldkissmy

ass!8milliononahouseNkosinathi,you'recrazy.

Nkosi:Ilovehavingmyownspaceandhaving

everythingIneedinmyhouse.

Me:Canyouevenplaytennis?

Nkosi:Yes

Me:I'dlovetoseeyouplay

Nkosi:I'llteachyouandEmihle,Ilovehowsheloves

differentsports.Unlikehermother,whatsportdo

youevendoNaye?

Me:Youunderestimateme,Iusedtoplaynetball.

Beencaptain3times,wascaptaininmyteamat

varsity.IusedtoplayeverypositionandIstilldo

playverywell.

Nkosi:I'dalsolovetoseeyouplay.

Me:Onedayyouwill

#NNBBF

Hopeyouenjoy!



Getready!Ksazoshuba

Pleaselikeandcomment

[1/10,23:47]Tatenda:Insert15

It'sbeenamonthsincewemovedinwithNkosi.To

saywe'vebeenhappywouldbejustan

understatement,whatwefeelisbeyondhappiness.

BeyondwhatIthoughtIcouldevergettofeelinlife.

We'vearguedhereandtherebutwenevergotobed

angrywitheachother,I'mjusthappyhehasn'thad

hisangerepisodesbutheisverycontrollingand

lovesbeingoverprotective.Hisrelationshipwith

EmihlegrowsstrongereachandeverydayandIlove

howheissuchagreatfathertoher.Hespoilsher

butnottoomuch,sheknowswhat'srightandwrong

andhehatesitwhenIshoutatEmihle.HetoldmeI

shouldneverlayahandonher,ifshedoes

somethingwrongIshouldtalktoherorgivehera

smallpinch.HehatesitwhenEmihlecries,he'sjust

beingsoftonher.WhenIgrewupmymomusedto

hitmewithawettowel orwouldsendmetogo

pickmyownstick.Iwassoscaredofgettinga



hidingthat'swhyIusedtodoeverythingshetellsme

todoandallmychoresbeforeshegotbackhome

fromwork.Wellsometimesmysisterusedtodo

themforme.I'vebeencookinglately,what

encouragesmetocookisthatNkosilovesmy

cookingotherthanthat,Iwouldn'tbecookingatall.

Workhasalsobeengood,IgetpaidmoneythatI

don'tneed.I'vebeensendingsometomyparents

andothermoneyisputonmysavingsaccount.

Nkosihasbeengivingmeamonthlyallowanceof

R30000plusR20000forhousegroceries.Hepays

thehelpersandthenanny,Ijustusesomeofthe

moneytospoilmyselfanditsshowing.I'vebeen

gainingsomeweight,goingtothegymisnotonmy

plans.Ididendupbuyingmyselfanewcar BMW

X6,I'vealwayswantedtobutIjustdidn'thave

enoughmoney.IchoseadifferentcolortoNkosi's

oneandIlovedrivingit.Itssocomfortableand

Nkosisaysit'ssafer,hedidputbulletproofwindows

onmycar.HewentbacktoLAaftertwoweeksand

2projectsareupandrunning,yesIdogetpaidfrom

themtoo.ItsmuchmorethanIexpectedbutthere

wasnotakingitbackorarguingwithNkosinathi.My



closethastoomanyclothesthatIdon'twearbutI

justlovehavingthemthere.Nkosihasgotmeinto

havingawatchandsneakercollection,hesmiles

eachtimeIgetanewpairsneakersorawatch.We

havealotincommonandwedohaveour

differences,I'minlovewithhimandifitcanget

deeperthanthis,Iwouldlookforanktherword

strongerthanloveitself.Emihlewenttoaschool

campandthey'llbecomingbackonSunday

afternoon,Iwasscaredofallowinghertogobutshe

spentweekstryingtoprovethatshecantakecare

ofherselfandIshouldn'tworry.Icalltheirteacher

everydayandImadesureIpackedeverythingshe

wouldneed.We'vemadeitonthepapersmorethan

twice,therewasthisonetimewhereIwasshopping

withZandyandtheheadlineswere"EnjoyingMr

Mkhize'sMoney"IwassoannoyedandZandywas

justhappyshewasonanewspapersheeven

framedit.MycrazyfriendthoughwhatwouldIbe

withouther.Siyahasbeenlookingatmeweirdlyand

theylovelaughingatmyeatinghabits.Idoeatalot

nowdaysbutit'scompletelynormal,Ijustlovegood

food.I'mdrivingtoNandosrightnow,I'vebeen



wishingforitalldaylong.

Me:Fullchickenwithsaladandthreepacketsof

friesplease.Takeaway

Cashier:Willbereadyin15minsmam.Iwalkedto

MuggnBeanandorderedtheirmilkshakeand

4muffins.Itookthemandalsofetchedmyorderat

Nandos.Idrovehomewhileeatingmymuffins.

WhenIgothomeiswasonmylastmuffinanddrank

mymilkshake.Itookofmyclothesandchangeinto

ashortandKappaT-shirt,itsoversizeandbelongs

toNkosi.Isatdownonthekitchencounter,Ididn't

evendishupIjustwentstraightatitandenjoyedmy

meat,nothingtastesgoodlikelemonandherb

chicken.Theleghastobethebestpartofthe

chickenpiecesthathaseverexisted.Nkosiwalked

inwhileIwaseating.

Nkosi:Wow,whatafeast.Wereyouthathungry?

Me:Yes,whatareyoudoingheresoearly?

Nkosi:Camebackforlunchandtofetchsomefiles.

HejoinedinandWeatetogether,wellhejustatethe

meatandfries.Hedoesn'tlikethesaladstheymake



atNandos.

Nkosi:I'llbehomearound5pm,Ihaveameetingto

getto.

Me:okaybabe,I'mnotgoingbacktowork.I'mdone

fortheday.

Nkosi:Seeyoulater,Iloveyou.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Iwalkedhimoutandwavedgoodbyetohimand

wentbacktomyfood.WhenIwasdoneIdrank

somePoweradeandwenttowatchTV.Icouldhear

someshuffling,iopenedmyeyesanditwasAunt

Bongi,shecomesineveryMonday,Wednesdayand

Fridayforcleaning.Imusthavefallenasleep,itwas

4:30pmalready.Istoodupandwashedmyfaceand

strangelyijustvomited.Ibrushedmyteethandwent

tostartcooking.Itookthechefsrecipebookand

lookedforthesimplestmealyetallthiswasjust

complicated.SoI'lljustcookspaghettiand

meatballswithspaghettisauce.WhileIwascooking

Nkosinathicamein,helookedabittenseandhada

lotonhismind.Hewasspeakingonthephoneand



hewentstraighttothestudy.Itookhisbriefcase

andblazertoourroomandwentbacktomycooking.

Afteranhourhewasdonewithhiscallandpassed

bytogochange.Hegavemeafakesmileandwent

tothegymroom.Idon'tknowwhyNkosijustbottles

everythingupbuthe'lltalktomewhenheisready.

Thatwasquickandeasy!Iwasdoneanditsmelled

devine ItookashowerandwenttowatchThe

Real.Mayitoldmetowatchittodaybecausehe

won'tbeabletosoI'lltellhimallaboutitlater.Idon't

getwhyhedoesn'twatchitonhisphone.I'll

downloadtheepisodeforhimsohe'llwatchit.Isent

ittohimandhecalled

Mayi:You'reasweetheart,Icouldn'twastemydata

onit.

Me:Andmydatagotwasted.

Mayi:Mybrotherwillpayitback.Whereishe

anyway?I'vebeentryingtocallhimbuthe'signoring

mycalls.

Me:Maybehe'sphoneisoff

Mayi:Noitsnot,hejustdropsthem.Isheokay?



Me:Idon'tknow,hehasn'tspoketomesincehegot

back.Helockedhimselfupatthegym.

Mayi:Mybrotherthough.Tellhimtocallmeoncehe

stopsbeinginhisownworld.

Me:Willdo.

WesaidourgoodbyesandIcontinuedwatchingTV.

Ican'tpayfullattentioncauseatthebackofmy

headI'mthinkingaboutNkosi.Therehasntbeenany

crashingsoundssoIguessit'sstillsafe.Ihopehe's

stillalive.Wellyesheis.Hecameoutandhewentto

takeashower.Iwasjustalostpuppyfollowinghim

andpickinguphisclothes.Iputtheminthebasket

andtoldhimtocomedownforsupperonceshis

done.Iwarmedupthefoodanddishedupforhim

oncehesatonthedinnertable.

Nkosi:Thankyou.

Idon'tknowwhybutIjustcried,thosewerethefirst

wordshesaidtomesincehecameback.WhyamI

beingsoemotionalaboutit.HesawthatIcriedand

stoodup.

Me:Excuseme



Iranoutsideandhefollowedme,Isatonthedrive

wayandhesatnexttome.

Nkosi:I'msorry,Idon'twanttohurtyoubutIalways

do.I'mnotwhoyouthinkIam,Ipushyouaway

becauseI'mafraidofyoufindingoutthetruthabout

me.I'msorry,it'sthefirsttimeIseeyoucrysince

twoyearsago.Ithurtsthatyouhavetocrybecause

ofmebutapartofmeishappybecauseyoucan't

keepholdingbackyourtears,itwillhurtyoumore.

Ijustlookedathim

Me:Talktome

Nkosi:Let'sgobackinsideandhaveoursupperthen

we'lltalk.I'mkindahungryandI'msureyouaretoo.

Hecarriedmebacktothedinningtableandweate

insilence.Hewaseatingslowly andtakinghis

owntimewhileI'msocuriousaboutwhatwe'lltalk

about.Idishedupmysecondplateandhelaughed

atme

Nkosi:I'veneverseenyoueatthismuch

Me:I'mnervous



Nkosi:Soyoueatalotwhenyounervous?

Me:No I'mjustusingitasanexcuse.I'mjust

hungry

WeweredoneandIputthedishesinadishwasher.

Wewenttotheloungeandhemademesitontopof

him.Hehadasmallblackboxinhishandsandhe

openedit.Therewasabeautifuldiamondringand

heputitonmyfinger.Ijustsmiledanddidn'teven

knowwhattosay.

Me:NkosiIdon'tknowwhattosay,I..

Hecutmeoffandputafingeronmylips

Nkosi:Ssssh.

Hekissedmylipspassionatelyandtookoffmy

shorts.Hewantedmetoridehim,heletlooseand

closedhiseyes.Ididasheaskedandhewas

groaningoutloudandholdingmeroughly,Ilikedit.

AfterhalfanhourwebothreachedanorgasmandI

wentdownandsuckedhisdick.AfterIwasdonewe

kissedforawhileandIwaslostinhiseyes.There

weresomanyemotionsIcouldn'tpointoutwhathe

reallyfeltdeepinside.



Nkosi:Iplannedontakingyououttoaromantic

dinnerandI'dproposetherebutIrealizedI'dbea

selfishandcruelmanifIdidthatwithouttellingyou

thetruthaboutme.Idon'tdeserveyouandI'll

understandifyouneverwantanythingtodowithme

aftertonight.Iknowyou'reconfusedandhavealot

ofquestionsaboutwhyI'meventalkinglikethisbut

pleasejustlistentome.I'msosorrythatI'vekept

thisfromyoubutI'vealwaysbeenafraidofloosing

youandIdon'twanttolooseyou.Iwantedtotellyou

beforeweweretogetherbutformyselfishreasonsI

didn't,Icouldn'tlooseyouevenbeforeIgotyou.My

heartbelongstoyouandyouonly,Iloveyou

AyabongaandIdon'tseealifewithoutyouandmy

daughter.There'sjustnolifeatallifIdon'thavethe

twoofyou.I'velovedyoufromthedayImetyou,I'd

dieforthetwoofyou.TakingabulletforEmihlethat

daywasn'tsomethingIneverthoughtI'ddoinmy

lifebutthemomentIsawthatguypullthetriggerI

nevereventhoughttwice,I'ddoitagainandagain.I

loveherasmyownandIdon'twanttolooseher.

Whatamabouttotellyouwillchangemanythings

andIdohopeyou'llfinditinyourhearttoforgiveme.



Me:You'rescaringmeNkosinathi

Nkosi:I'msorry,Idon'twanttohurtyou.Butme

keepingthisfromyouwillhurtyouevenmore,

especiallyifyoufindoutfromsomeoneelse.Naye

I'mroyalty,IamPrinceNkosinathiMkhizeofthe

KingdomofLangelihle.Iamacrownedprince,I'm

thefirstsonandonedayi'llbeKing.

IfeltlikeI'vebeenhitbyahugebrick!Whatdidhe

justsaytome whydidn'tIputthisalltogether?

Heneverspeaksmuchabouthisfamily,hecallshis

motherqueen,hesaidhe'schildhoodwas

complicatedandhard,hehadmanyresponsibilities

anddidn'tgettobeachild.Hischairhasinitialsof

P.N.M,whichstandsforPrinceNkosinathiMkhize!

WhyhaveIbeensuchadummy!There'vebeen

somehintsbutIdidn'tputitalltogether.

Nkosi:Saysomething

Me:I'mshocked,Ineedtopee.Iwenttothe

bathroomandIcouldn'tevenpee,whydidIeven

comehere.Iwashedmyhandsandwenttotake

somestrawberriesinthefridgethenwenttohim.I



ateoneandgavehimonetoo.

Me:You'reroyalty,I'mwonderingwhyIdidn'tputit

alltogether,causeyoucallyourmotherqueen,your

officechairiswrittenP.N.Mandthestoryaboutyour

childhooddoesn'taddup.

Nkosi:Growingup,IlovedmyfamilysomuchandI

stilldo.ButIalwayswishedwe'djustbeanordinary

family,thatmyparentswouldntbesobusyandthatI

wouldn'tbeattendingallthesecouncilmeetings

withmyfatherandbeinggroomedtobeKing.Itall

justcamewithtoomanyresponsibilitiesandI

couldn'tcopeandIhadnoonetotalkto.FinallyMayi

grewupandcouldseethingsfrommyperspective.I

wantedtostudyattheFreeStatebecauseit'sfar

fromhomeandIwouldn'tcomebackoften.Ijoined

thearmyandbecameagangsterbecauseIlovedthe

dangerinitanditwassomethingIcouldn'tdowhen

Iwasathome.Icouldn'tdonowrongbecause

everyonewaswatchingmeandIkeptagoodimage

asI'dbethefutureKing.Myfatherdidlikethefact

thatIwantedtogomyownwaybuthegavemea

choicethatIstayedinLangelihleandfocusedonthe



KingdomorIwenttomakemydreamscometrue

andbutnotforgetwhereIcomefromandwilltake

thethroneasKingoncehestepsdown.Thattome

wasnotreallyachoicebecauseI'dendupbeing

Kinganywaysbutiwashappytojustleavehome

andlivemyownlife.SomeofthethingsIlearnt

growinguphaveshapedmeintowhoIamtodayand

I'vebeenaleaderallmylifeanditseemstobe

somethingIwasbornwith.IappreciateitbecauseI

wouldn'thavethismuchknowledgeandgreatnessif

Ihadn'tbeengroomedtoleadakingdom.ButIjust

wishIwasanormalmananddidn'thavemuch

baggage.

Me:Whyhaven'tyoutoldmeallthisbefore

Nkosinathi?

Nkosi:JustmyfriendsknowaboutthisandIdidn't

wantanyoneelsefindingout.IguessIthoughtIwas

runningawayfrommylifebutthere'snowayof

doingthat.

Ishowedhimtheringonmyfinger

Me:Whatdoesthismean?



Nkosi:Iwantyoutobemywife,marrymeNaye.

Me:HowdoImarryyouwhenyou'vekeptsuchabig

secretfromme?HowdoItrustyou?

Nkosi:iknowI'maskingtoomuchfromyouandthis

isallashocktoyoubutIloveyouNayeandIcan't

looseyou.Ididn'tplanonfallinginlovewithyoubut

thedayIlaidmyeyesonyou,IknewIwantedto

spendtherestofmylifewithyou.

Me:Idon'tevenknowwhattosay

Nkosi:There'smore.

#NNBBF

Hopeyouenjoy!

Pleasesuggestpagetofriendsandfriendsof

friends

Pleaselikeandcomment

[1/10,23:49]Tatenda:Insert16

Everythingisjustsohardtotakein.Mymindisjust

onanotherworld.IcannotevenexplainthewayI



feelrightnow,itsamixtureoffeelingbetrayed,hurt

andveryverylost.IfeellikeI'mjustsittingnexttoa

stranger.Heisroyalty,heisthefutureKingof

Langelihle,Idon'tevenknowwhereisthat.Soheis

aPrince,likewowI'mstillveryshocked.Istoodup

andwenttopeeforrealnow,Ijustcan'tdealwithall

I'veheard.MaybeI'mloosingmymind,surelyhe

thinksoflostit.Idealveryveryweirdlywithshock

andIneverknowhowtotakeshockingnews.He

saidthere'smore,Iwannahearallaboutitandido

hopeit'snotbiggerthanthis,Ihavenostrengthin

metotakethis.Iwenttohimandthenhehadhis

handsonhisface.HelookedatmewhenIcame

Me:Talk

Nkosi:Pleasecomeseatnexttome.

Isatnexttohimandheheldmyhand.

Nkosi:WhatI'mabouttosaywilltotallymakeyou

hateme.

Me:Talk

Nkosi:I'mmarried,Ihaveawife.



Myheadwasliterallyspinning,likeit'sabouttodrop

onthefloor.IfeltmytearsdropandIjustletthem

Me:Whatdidyoujustsay?

Nkosi:Idon'tloveheratall,shewaschosenforme

anditwasanarrangedmarriage.Wegotmarried

twoyearsago,rememberthetimeIwasnever

aroundandstoppedtalkingtoyou,she'sthegirlI

camewithtotheparty.

Me:I'vebeenfuckingwithamarriedman!

Someone'shusband!Doyoudespisemethatmuch

thatyou'dfuckenturnmeintoahomewreker!You

watchedmeasifellinlovewithyouandopenedup

mydamnlegsforyouyetyou'remarried!Iletyouin

mylife!Youaremarried!

Nkosi:I'msorry,I'msorrylikeIreallyamverysorry

Naye.Idon'tknowwhatmoretosayorhowtoeven

apologize.Ihadtogetmarriedtoroyalty,mydad

gavemeatimeandthattimewasover.Ihadtoget

marriedandIcouldn'tfightitnolonger.I'minlove

withyouandonlyyou,Idon'tdothethingsIdowith

you,Ican'tevenloveherandI'llneverdo.Thelast



timeItouchedherintimatelywasonourwedding

night,causeIhadtobreakhervirginityandthe

Kingdomwantsanheir.

Me:Youhaveachild?

Nkosi:TheonlychildIhaveisEmihle.

Me:Thechildthatyou'llnevereverseeagain.

Iwalkedawayandheshouted

Nkosi:Youcannotkeepmeawayfromher!

Me:Iwill!

Itookoutmysuitcaseandthrewmyclothesin.

Nkosi:You'renotdoingthat!Youwon'tleavethis

house

Me:WhatwillstopmeNkosinathi!

Nkosi:Iwill.Younotleavinghere,I'llleaveifyou

wantsomespaceandwanttobeonyourown.Ilove

youNaye

Me:Don'ttellmethatshit!Don'ttellmethatlie!You

keptsuchthingsfromme!Youmademefallinlove

withyouandmademesleepwithamarriedman!



Youcheatedonyourwifewithme!I'mahome

wrecker

Nkosi:She'sonlymywifeonpaper!Idon'tloveher

atall,Ihardlyeverseeher!Iloveyou!Andshe

knowsthat.She'sseenhowmuchIloveyouand

careforyou,I'madifferentmanbecauseofyouand

Icanneverlooseyou.

Me:Justleavemealone,I'llbeoutofyourhouseby

theendoftheweek.

Nkosi:You'rerentingouttheotherhouse,wherewill

yougo?

Me:I'llfindahousedamnit!!Ihavefriendsand

parentsandahome.Ihavepeoplewholovemeand

arehonesttome!Theylovemeandwouldn'tnever

liethismuchandplaywithmyfeelingslikethis.

NkosinathiIhateyourightnow!Ihateyou.Iwas

cryinguncontrollablyandwasloosingmybreath.

Nkosi:Nayepleasecalmdown,you'reloosingyour

breath.Breatheinandoutslowly.Ididashesays,

honestlyI'mmorehurtthanangry.I'minlovewith

someoneelse'shusband.Howcouldthisbe.



Me:Ineedtowater

HewenttogetmewaterandIranthebathroomand

vomitted.

Nkosi:You'revomitingNaye

Me:Yescauseyoudisgustme,Ican'tevenlookat

yourface.

HewashurtbutwhatIsaidbuthehashurtmeeven

more.HekeptonfollowingmeandIlookedathim.

Nkosi:I'mjusttryingtomakesureyou'reokay

Me:Itsnotlikeyouevencare.Ifyoureallylovedme

youwouldn'thavemademegothroughthis.You

should'vefocusedonyourwife.What'shername?

Nkosi:Noluthando.

Me:NoluthandoMkhize,itsuitsher.Youwhenhave

thesameinitials.Perfectroyaltymatch.

Nkosi:That'snonsense,you'remysoulmate.We

wereboundbyfate.

Me:Keeptellingyourselfthatlie,wedon'tstanda

chance.



Nkosi:That'snottrue

Me:Tellme,whatwasyourintentionwiththis?

Ishowedhimtheringonmyfinger

Nkosi:Foryoutomarryme,Ineedyouinmylife.

Me:You'remarried!Howcouldyoufuckenpropose

toanotherwomanwhenyoumarried,don'tfucken

tellmeyouthoughtI'dbeyoursecondwife.

Helookeddownandwipedhisface.

Me:You'velostyourdamnmind.

Nkosi:You'veneverusedthatlanguagewithme

before.

Me:ThatwaswhenIusedtorespectyouandyou're

mostdefinitelynotgoingtotellmehowtotalkto

you.I'mnotyourwife,willneverbeyoursecondwife

andwillnotevenbeyourgirlfriendandnotevenyour

friend.

Nkosi:You'retheonlywomanI'veeverlovedandthe

onlyonethat'sworthtobemywife.Youownmy

heartNaye.IknowI'vemessedupandyou'llnever

forgiveme.ButyouandIcanneverdenythatthe



loveweshareisstong,thatforthepastfewmonths

havebeenthegreatestmonthsofourlivesandour

loveisbeyondeverythingelse.Youknowverywell

thatIloveyouandonlyyou!Youdrivemecrazy

woman!AndIknowyoulovemetoo.You'vemade

meabetterpersonandI'veneverbeenhappier.I

loveyouandI'llalwaysloveyou.

Me:Ifyoureallydoloveme,you'llleavemealone.

Hecameclosetomeandkissedmyforehead.

Nkosi:Iloveyou.

Withthatsaidhepackedafewclothesandleft.I

heardhiscardriveoffandIcried.Imadeavoice

notetomyfriends,Iwasliterallycryingandtold

themit'sanemergency.Ijustneedmygirlswithme

now.MydaughterisnothereandI'mgladshesnot

heretoexperiencethis.Whenshecomesbackshe'll

wanttoseeherfather,whatwillIeventellher.This

iswhyIavoidedevendating,Ican'tbeintroducing

differentmentoher.ShereallylovesNkosi.They

cameinafewminutesandKamocamewithwine,

justwhatIneedrightnow!Siyahadthreetubsof



5litreicecreamandBelindahadmuffins.Ilovemy

girls!

Zandytooksomeglasses.

Zandy:Whythehellisthiswine0%alcohol!You

havebadjokesKamo.

Siya:Shecan'tdrinkalcohol

Me:Why?

Kamo:Howwillyoutelluswhat'swrongifyou're

drunk?We'realldrinkingthenonalcoholicwine

Zandy.Allofus.

Zandy:Fine.Sowhat'sgoingon?

Me:SowhatI'mabouttosaywillshockyousoI

suggestyousitdown.

Ntoko:Shoot!

Me:Nkosinathiisroyalty,heisaprinceandwillbe

Kingoneday.

Linda:Whatthehell,that'sgoodandbad

Siya:Wow,whydidn'tweknowaboutthat?



Zee:Wow,I'veneverhadaroyalfriend.

Me:There'smore

Sneh:Thereis?

Me:Heismarried,hasbeenmarriedforalmosttwo

years.

Zandy:Ineedwhiskey!I'mjustdrinkingwaterright

now!Ineedvodkatoo!

Kamo:Idon'tknowwhattosay

Me:Look,hewasgoingtopropose,maybehedid

proposebutIjustdon'tknowwhatexactlywashe

doing.

Siya:I'msoconfusedrightnow.Hewantsyoutobe

hissecondwife?

Me:Hesayshedoesn'tlovehiswife.GuysI'vebeen

sleepingwithamarriedman.Iminlovewith

someoneelse'shusband

Zee:Whoisshe?

Me:NoluthandoMkhize

Bee:ThegirlhecamewithatMpho'sparty?



Me:Yes,she'sbeautiful.

Kamo:Buthe'sheartisnotwithher.Whathedidand

himkeepingthisfromyouisreallyfuckedup.Maybe

youdon'twanttohearthisrightnowbutweallknow

thatmanlovesyou.

TheynoddedanditstruebutIdon'tknowifIcan't

stillbewithhim.

Ntoko:That'strue.Hereallydoesloveyoubutyou

shouldntbefooledbythat.Allmattersandcomes

firstiswhatyouwantandwhatyoufeel.Dowhat's

bestforyouandyourdaughter.

Me:Ihavealottothinkabout.IlovehimbutIhate

himsomuch

Bee:Whereishe?

Me:Iwantedtopackandleavethenhestoppedme.

Heofferedtoleaveinsteadofme.

Belinda:Wouldyoulistentothat.Heisstillsweet

eventhoughhefuckedup!Whatyougoingtodo?

Me:WhenEmicomesbackfromcamp,Ijustwantto

goseemyparentsmaybeforjustaweek.Then



comebackandsettledown.Justbymyselfandmy

daughter.

Bee:That'sgood.

Sneh:Areyouokaythough?Likereallyokay

Me:Idon'tknow

Siya:Ihavetogoguys,mybabiesneedtobeinbed.

Kamo:Samehere,i'llcheckonyoutomorrow.

Sneh:Icannotleaveyouherealone.

Me:There'snoneedtoI'llbeokay.Ijustneedtobe

aloneandthink.

Sneh:Areyousure?

Me:Yes.

Wesaidourgoodbyesandtheyleft.Ilockedthe

doorandwenttobed,Igotthereandcriedthen

closedmyeyes.

#Nkosi

I'veneverbeensolostinmylife.Ifeelsohelpless

andihatemyself.Iamacruelguywhoisjustselfish.



I'mnevergoingtogetherback.I'vebeenkeeping

thishugesecretfromher,allItoldherandtheloveI

haveforheristrueandIwillalwaysloveher.I'm

givingherthespaceshewantsbutIwillnevergive

uponher.IboughtafewbeersandwenttoDanny's.

Me:Ifuckedupman.

Danny:Whathappened?

Me:Itoldherthetruth

Danny:Finally,it'sbeenhardkeepingitallfromher.

YouknowhowIsuckatkeepingsecrets.Let'ssit

down

WesatdownandgulpedatthebeersIbought.

Danny:Bongatheadvisorisherebuthewenttobuy

hiscigarettes

Me:Ineedonetonight

Danny:Butyoudon'tsmoke.

Me:Iknow.

WesatthereandBongacamebackwiththe

cigarettesandittastedbad.



Me:Howdoyousmokesuchthings,ittastesbad.

Bonga:I'vegottenusedtoitanditdoesn'ttastebad

asyoumakeitseemtobe.

Danny:Idon'tevenwanttotry.Sowhatwillyoudo

Nkosinathi?

Bonga:Istillthinkyoushould'vetoldherbefore

thingsgotseriousbetweenyoutwo

Danny:Andwhenwouldbethat?Thesetwofellin

lovefromfirstsight,theywerelikelovestuck

puppiesanditgotworsewhentheyfinallygotintoa

relationship.

Me:Anditsevenworsenow,Idon'twantalife

withoutherman.Iloveherdeeply

Bonga:DoesNoluthandoknowaboutNaye

Me:Yesshedoes.Likeshe'sthelastpersonIcare

aboutrightnow.Myparentsarejustmakingafuss

outofthisandIjustdon'thavetimeforthem.I'm

focusingonfixingmyrelationshipwithmyloveand

I'lldealwiththerestlater.

Danny:Doyouthinkitcanbefixed?



Me:Idon'tknowman

Bonga:DoyouthinkNayewouldagreetobesecond

wife?Ireallydon'tthinkso.

Me:Thanksforthemotivationman

Bonga:Youjustneedtoknowthetruth.

Me:Iguessso.Ishould'vestoppedpursuingher

whenIgotmarried,itsjustthatIneededherinmy

lifeandIstilldo.Thatwomanwasmadeformeman,

shemakesmefeelthingsI'venevereverfeltbefore.

Shedrivesmecrazyandtakesmetoanotherworld

whenwemakelove.I'vefuckedalotofgirlsbutI've

nevermadeloveandopenedmyhearttoanyof

them.I'minlovewithhermanandIdon'tseealife

withouther.Iloveherdaughterandshe'sbecome

myveryown.Idon'tthinkI'llbeabletonotsee

Emihleeveragain.She'smydaughterasmuchas

sheishers.

Danny:You'velovedherandbeenafathertoher

sinceyoumether.Youguyshaveafatherand

daughterbondanditjustallcamenaturally.

Bonga:Youwereboundbyfate.Youwereboundto



loveoneanotherandbetogether.Butthe

circumstancesjustdon'tallowitfornow.You'reina

fuckedupsituation.Howwasshe?

Me:Bad,shewasloosinghermindandsaidmany

hurtfulthings,shewasreallyhurtandshesaidshe

hatesmeandwillnevertrustmeagain.Thatshe

won'teverevenbeafriendtome,shecutalltiesand

she'smovingbytheendoftheweek.I'mloosingher.

ShesaidImadeherafuckenhomewrecker.There's

nohome,Idon'thaveahomewhenI'mwithouther.

WhatIdidwaswronganddamnfoolishandithurt

herbigtime.ButIloveherman,likeIreallydo.She's

myheartandmylifeisjustfuckedup!AndIhaveto

gohome,myfatherhascalledmesincehesawon

thenewspaperthatIhaveaMrsMkhize.Idon'teven

loveNoluthando.

Andmostdefinitelydonotseeherasmywife.

Danny:Iknow,Isawthatyoudon'tevenlookather.

Thisisalljustahugemess.Idon'twishtobeinyour

shoes.

Me:IwishIwasjustanordinaryman.Noneofthis



wouldbehappeninginmylife.WhydidIhavetobe

bornoutofRoyalty?

Bonga:Youcanneverchooseyourfamilyman.

WedrankinsilenceforawhileandIgotatextfrom

Sneh

Sneh:Weleftheralone,makesureshe'ssafe.

Me:Thankyou.

IrepliedandborrowedDanny'slaptop.I'llwatchher

onmycamerasystemallnightlong.She'scrying,

damn!Icannottakethis.IlovehersomuchandI

hatetoseehercrylikethis.Thiswomanismylife.

#NNBBF

Pleasesuggesttofriendsandfriendsoffriends

Pleaselikeandcomment

[1/10,23:54]Tatenda:Insert17

ItsbeenaweeksinceIdiscoveredthetruthabout

Nkosinathi.TodayEmihleisgoingtoJo'burgwith

Nkosinathi.She'svisitingmyparentsandNkosinathi



hasameetingtoattendsothey'llflytogetherand

he'llmakesureshe'shomesafely,Ididn'twantthat

tohappenbutit'sschoolholidaysandshewantsto

go,Icannotstopher.I'veseenNkosinathitwicebut

wejustneverspeakaboutthesituationathand.

WhenEmihlecamebackfromcamphewantedto

seeher,wearguedtillIgaveinbecausehewasnot

leavingwithoutseeinghisdaughter.SoIendedup

allowinghimbecauseEmihlealsomissedhim.They

spentthedaytogetherandIjustwenttowork,i

didn'twanttotakepartinhappyfamilytimewith

Nkosiaround.Iwasstillveryangryathim.Rightnow

Ijustdon'tknowhowIfeelaboutthis.What'sfunny

isthatIstillhavetheringonandIdon'tknowifI'll

takeitoff.EmihleisallpackednowandI'mjust

waitingforNkosinathitocome.

Emihle:Daddyistakinghisowntimenow.Iwantto

leave,Imissgrandpa

Me:Andyoudon'tmissme?Emihleyoujustcame

backandyou'releavingmeagain

Emi:Momwespokeaboutthis,Istaywithyouallthe

timeandIjustwanttoseemygrandparents.I'llmiss



you

Me:Finemybaby,I'llmissyou.Thishouseislonely

withoutyou.

Emi:Daddywillbehere,hepromisedtolookafter

whileI'mgone.

Me:Yeshewill

Ifonlyyouknewthatyourfatherissomeoneelse's

husband.Noluthandoisbeautifulandshe'salawyer,

oneofthebestlawyersinherfirmandshesnever

lostanycasebefore.She'sfromaveryrespected

royaltyfamilyandIdon'tseewhyNkosiwouldwant

tobewithme.She'sskinnierandtallerthanme,yes

Zandy,BeeandItookituponourselvestodoalittle

researchonher,wewereverycurious.I'vebeen

feelingtiredandgettingnauseaandvomitinglately

andithappensmostlyduringthemorning.Ihatethe

smellofeggsandIeatalot.Thiscanonlyaddupto

onething.I'veaskedKamotomeetupwithme,I'll

pickheruponceIdropoffNkosiandEmihle.Iheard

Nkosi'scarpulloverandItookadeepbreath.He

walkedinhelookedsodifferent,hisfacialhairisnot



neatlytrimmed,hishairisnotevencombed,he

lookslikehisbeenhitbyatruck.Hedidn'teveniron

hisshirt.ThisisnotlikeNkosinathi.

Nkosi:Morning

Emihle:Daddy!

TheyhuggedandNkosiwenttoputEmihle'sbagsin

thecar

Me:Emihle,finishupyourbreakfastandbrushyour

teeth.I'llbetalkingtoDaddyupstairs.

Nkosi:Youwill?

Me:Yesnowfollowme.

Hefollowedmeandwegotintotheroom.

Me:Whatiswrongwithyou?Didyouevenlookat

yourselfinthemirror.

Helooksdownandrunshishandthroughhishair.I

wenttothebathroomandtookhisshavingcream

andblade

Me:Comehere.

HesatdownandlookedatmelikeI'mcrazy



Nkosi:Don'tcutmyskin.

Me:Whatever.

Ishavedhisbeardandneatlytrimmeditonthesides.

HewaslookingliketheNkosiwillallknow.NowI

havetogetridofthebushafroonhishead.Itook

thecuttingmachineandhelookedatmelikeI'm

crazy

Nkosi:Iwon'tallowyoutodothat

Me:Youcouldn'tdoityourselfandIdon'tremember

askingforyourpermission.

HejustgaveinandIcuthishair

Nkosi:Whotaughtyouthat?

Me:MyfathertaughtmewhenIwas15,Iusedtocut

hishairandmybrothers.

Nkosi:You'regoodatit.AndthankNaye.

Me:Iwasn'tabouttoletyoubealaughingstockin

frontofyourbusinessassociates.Takeoffthose

clothes,youlooklikeyou'vebeendumped.

Nkosi:Ihavebeendumped



Ilaughedathimandhesmiledabit.

Itookouthisjeansandlacostegolfshirtand

timberlandboots.

Me:Itsnotaformalmeetingright?

Nkosi:No,Ijustneedtosignafewpapers.

Inoddedandwewentdownstairs.Idroveoffand

theywereonaboutlastsnightsrugbygame,Ireally

don'tknowwhyEmihlelovessportthismuchbutits

alsoagoodthing.Wegottotheairportandwesaid

ourgoodbyes.ItextedKamotellingherI'monmy

way.Igotthereinabout15mins.

Kamo:Heygirl,youokay?

Me:YesIamandyou?

Kamo:I'mgood,sowhatsup?

Me:IthinkI'mpregnant

Kamo:You'reonlyseeingthatnow?

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Kamo:You'vebeenpregnantforadamnmonth,why

doyouthinkwedon'tallowyoutodrinkalcohol?



Whyareyougainingsomuchweightandthose

boobsofyoursjustenlargedmiraculously?

Me:NkosiandIhaveneverevenusedacondom

before,shit!Imightbepregnant.

Kamo:Let'sgogetyouahomepregnancytestthen

we'llconfirm.

Idrovetothechemistandwebothwentinside.I

sawcamera'sflashingatus

Me:Really?Evenatthechemist,thesepeopledon't

havealife.

Kamo:Perksofbeingacelebrity

Me:I'mnotacelebrity.

Webought3pregnancytestskitsandleft.Wegot

homeandIrushedtothebathroomandtookthe

test.Wearesupposedtowaitfortwominutes

Me:Thisistakingtoolong.

Kamo:It'sonlybeenjustoneminute.

Me:Whatdoesitsay?

Kamo:Itstwolines!You'repregnantanditsamonth



Webothscreamedandranaroundthehouse!!!

Whilewewerescreamingrealitykickedin.

Me:I'mpregnantandthefatherofmybabyisa

marriedman.

Kamo:Whatareyougoingtodo?Youshouldtellhim

Me:WhatthehellwillIsay?"NkosiI'mpregnant"

Kamo:Exactly

Me:You'renothelping

Kamo:Comeupwithabetterwaythen.Idon'tsee

anyotherwayyou'dtellhim.

Me:Thisissuchamess.

Kamo:Whereishe?Callhimandtellhimtocome

over

Me:He'sstillinJo'burgbuthe'llcomebacklater

today.I'msonervous,whydidn'tIevenseethatI'm

pregnantearlieron?

Kamo:Wedon'tknow,butwecouldsee.

Me:Idealwithpregnantwomenalmosteveryday,

nowthatI'mpregnantIdon'tevennotice.Ididn't



evennoticethechangesinmybody,themorning

sicknessesandNkosibeingsick!Whydidn'tIput

thisalltogether!?I'msoslow,likemybrainfunctions

onlevelone.

Kamo:Congratulations!You'regoingtobeamother

onceagain!

Me:Thankyou

Kamo:Ihavetoloveandleaveyou Ineedtobeat

worknow.

Me:Thankyouforbeingwithmeasembarkonthis

discovery!Iwouldn'thavebeenabletodoitalone

I'dreallyfreakout

Kamo:Itsapleasure,that'swhatfriendsarefor

honeyboo.Wesaidourgoodbyesandsheleft.I'mall

aloneleftwithmythoughtsandthelittlefetus

growinginsideofme.I'mpregnant,Ijustcan't

believeit.Ihopeit'saboy,Emihleneedsabrother.I

justhavetofigureoutawayinwhichI'lltell

Nkosinathiandhowwe'lldothis.Iguesswe'llhave

shiftsandoncethebabyisfullygrownhe'lltake

him/herduringweekends.Butmybabywillstaywith



mefulltime,ifhecan'tsticktothatthenhe'lljust

havetodealwithit.Ihopehedoesn'tgivemeahard

timeorI'lldraghimallthewaytocourt.Iwonderif

he'lltellhiswifeandhisfamilyaboutthebabyor

he'llkeptitasecret,wellheisverygoodatthatso

nodoubt.Plusthere'snoneedforhimtotellhis

familybecausethischildwillnotbeseenasroyalty

soI'djustsavemybabyfromalltheheartacheof

beingsecondbestfromNoluthando'schildren.Yes,

keepingthischildasecretcanalsobeagoodidea.

Mysonwillhaveeverythingheneeds,I'mmorethan

capableforprovidingforbothmychildrenwithout

Nkosinathi'shelp.Ijusthopetherewon'tbetrouble

inparadieforhimandhiswife,wellIhopethereis.

Youcan'tblamemeforhating,Nkosinathimademe

afoolandIhatehimforthatbutIstilllovehim,I

reallyreallydo.Fallinginlovewithamarriedman

eachandeverydayofyourlifereallyhurts.Ifhehad

toldmebeforeorsoonerbeforeweevenslept

together,beforethingsgotsoseriousbetweenus

beforeeveryoneevenknewaboutus,itwould've

beensomucheasiertowalkawaybutIwouldn't

havegottensomuchhappinessthatI'vefeltandthe



loveI'vefeltforthepast3months.IfIhadn'tbeenin

arelationshipwithNkosinathi,Iwouldn'thaveknown

howitfeelstobelovedthismuchandfeelthiskind

ofhappiness!Ilovehimbutourloveisforbidden.I

gotacallfromhim

Nkosi:MaKhoza,she'sarrivedsafelyandwithyour

momnow

Me:Thankyouverymuch,I'llcallmominafew

minutes

TherewasamomentofsilenceIcouldonlyhearhis

breath.

Nkosi:Okaygoodbye

Me:Nkosinathi

Nkosi:Ayabonga

Hecallsmynamewithsomuchperfectionandit

soundssogoodlikeit'stheveryfirsttimehesaysit.

Me:Weneedtotalk

Nkosi:I'llcomebyonceI'minDurban.

Me:Thankyou.



Nkosi:Iloveyou

Ijusttookadeepbreatheanddroppedthecall.How

canhesaythat?Hecannottellmethat,notwhenwe

stuckinthissituation.Notwhenhehidthathis

marriedandbeenmarriedfortwoyears!Hisfriends

evenknewaboutitbuttheylethimplaymelikethat

andIwasafoolinlovewithadamnmarriedman.

NeverhaveIeverthoughtthatI'dexperiencesuchin

mylife.Lifereallydoestheunexpected.Ithastoo

manysurprisesandsomearejustshit.Ifthisisalso

partofbeingalifelessonthenIlearntthehardway.

MaybeI'mbeingpunishedforsomething?Ormaybe

fallinginloveandhavingthehappyeverafterlife

wasjustnotforme.MaybeI'mjustmadetostay

singlefortherestofmylife.Wellthat'swhatI'm

goingtodo,I'llbesingle.Noguywillwantawoman

withtwochildrenwhohavetwodifferentfathers,

wellonefatherbuttwo,wellyouknowwhatImean.

I'mslowlyrealizinghowmuchmylifeisfuckedup.I

calledmymomandshesaidtheyareatthemallI

shouldcalllater.Imovedaroundthekitchenand

madefoodformyself.Isatdownandheardacar



pullupandNkosirushedin

Me:Areyoubeingchasedbydogs?

Nkosi:No

Me:Then?

Nkosi:Yousaidyouwantedtotalk.

Me:Sothat'smakingyourunlikeaheadlesschicken?

Nkosi:Ifthat'showyouwanttoputit.Hewent

upstairsandIcontinuedeating.Thisishishouse

anywayssohecandowhateverhewants.Itookout

porkmeatinthefreezeranddefrostedit.Hecame

downwhileIwaschoppingsomegreenpeppers.He

wasdrippingwetandhadatowelwrappedaround

hiswaist.Ohlord!He'scomingclosetome!

Nkosi:Ican'tfindmydeodorant,doyouknowwhere

itis?

Me:Bathroom,topdrawernexttothesink.

Nkosi:IlookedbutIcan'tfindit.Willyouhelpme

lookforitplease?

Inoddedandledtheway,hewasfollowingme.He



lookssosexy!ButI'mstillmadathim.

Me:Thereitis

Hecamecloserandhislipswereonmyneck

Nkosi:Thankyou.

Ilefthimandwentbacktothekitchen.Idon'tknow

whyIjustgotsoemotionalandstartedcryingwhile

chopping.

Nkosi:Whyareyoucrying?Stopchoppingthatway

you'llhurtyourselfNaye.

Me:I'mnotcrying,it'stheonions

Nkosi:Butyou'rechoppingpeppers.

Hecamecloser

Me:Don'tcomecloser!

Nkosi:Puttheknifedown.You'llhurtyourself.

Idon'tknowwhathappenedbutIendedupcutting

myfinger.IcriedlouderandNkositooktheknifeand

camewithafirstaidkit.Hetookmyhand

Me:Don'ttouchme!Icandoitmyself



Nkosi:RightnowIwon'tlistentoyou.Youhurt

yourselfandI'mtryingtohelpyourightnowand

you'rebeingstubbornfornoreason.

Ijustkeptquietandlethimbe.Oncehewasdonehe

putthefirstaidkitawayandwewenttositonthe

couch.

Nkosi:Whyareyoutryingtohurtyourself?

Me:Ididn'thurtmyselfonpurposeNkosinathi.I'm

notcrazy.

Nkosi:Ididn'tsayyou'recrazy.I'veneverseenyou

likethis,hurtingyourselfisn'tsomethingyoushould

doNaye.

Me:Stopshoutingatme!

Nkosi:I'mnotshoutingatyou.Nayewhyareyoulike

this?

Me:Youmademelikethis!

Nkosi:NayeI'msorryokay,I'mverysorryforwhat

I'veputyouthrough.

Me:Youfuckedup!You'remarriedandIloveyou!I

thinkaboutyoudayandnightbutallIwanttodois



hateyou!ButIcan't!Youfuckedme!NowI'm

pregnant!There'snowayofgoingback!AndIdon't

regretorfeelbadaboutbeingpregnant,Ilovemy

childandI'lltakecareofhimorheralone!

Helaughedandstoodup

Me:Youlaughing?Youthinkwhatyoudidisfunny!

Ithrewpillowsathim!Andhecaughtthemand

threwthemback!You'regoingtogetapieceofme

Nkosinathi!

Nkosi:Iloveyou,you'vejustmademethehappiest

manYou'repregnant!That'swhyyou'vebeeneating

somuchandcryingfornothing!

Me:I'vebeeneatingsomuch?You'retellingme

aboutmyeatinghabitswhileI'mcarryingachildofa

marriedman!

Nkosi:Calmdown,shoutingisnotgoodforthebaby.

Youlookcute,cabIholdyourtummy?

Me:Canyoubeseriousforjustoneminute?

Nkosi:I'lltakethatasayes.

Hecamecloserandkeptonrubbingmybelly.



Me:Youwon'tfeelanything,it'sjustbeenamonth.

Nkosi:Whendidyouknowaboutthis?

Me:Today,weshouldtalkabouthowwe'llraisethe

baby,Iwasthinkingoncehe/she'sayearoldyou'll

takehimonweekendsandyou'llseehimduringthe

weekwhilehisyoungerthanthat.Youshouldn'ttell

yourwifeandfamilyaboutit,Idon'twantmychildto

growupandberemindedthathe'sadisgraceto

yourroyalfamily.Areyouevenlisteningtome?

Nkosi:Yesandwhatyou'resayingisnonsense.Now

you'rebeingreallycrazybutIdon'tblameyou.

Maybeitsthehormones.Iloveyouthough.

#NNBBF

Hopeyouenjoy!

Pleasesuggestpagetofriendsandfriendsof

friends

Pleaselikeandcomment
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#Nkosi

Idon'tthinkI'veeverfeltthismuchhappinessbefore.

Icouldn'tbelievewhatNayejusttoldme,I'mgoing

tohavemyfirstchild.Iwantittobeagirl,Emihle

needsalittlesistertoplaydollyhouseandsports

with.IknowNayeisstillveryhurtandangryabout

whatIdidbutIdohopeonedayshe'llforgiveme.

She'salreadystartingtobemoody,tooemotional

andeatsalot,there'sstillanother8monthstogo

andIwanttobebyhersidealltheway,whethershe

allowsmeornot.

Me:Weshouldgoseeadoctorsowecangetthe

progressofthebaby

Naye:Iamthedoctor.

Me:Iknowbutweneedanothergynae,you'rea

gynaetoothersandnotyourself.

Naye:I'vedonethisbeforeandI'vebeendoingitto

otherwomanforsomanyyearsnow.Icantakecare

ofmyselfwhilebeingpregnantandIcansure

monitormyself

Me:Andwhenyouneedtoscan?



Naye:You'llassistme,I'lltellyouwhattodo.

Me:That'snothappening.We'regoingtothedoctor

tomorrowwhetheryoulikeitornot.IfIhavetodrag

yououtofherthensobeit.

Shestartedcryingandwenttothekitchen,shetook

outamuffinandatewhilecrying.Thisisgoingtobe

alongroadofendlesstears.

Me:Motherofmychildren.I'msorryifwhatIsaidis

makingyoufeelsad,itwasn'tmyintentiontohurt

you.Iknowyou'reagreatgynaeandyou'vehelped

manywomanandyou'remorethanqualifiedtobut

youalsoneedhelpandsomeoneelsequalifiedas

youaretohelpyoutoo.Ihopeyoudounderstand

whyI'msayingthisplease.

Naye:Iunderstandbutstopcontrollingme!Stop

tellingmewhattodoNkosinathi.

Me:I'msorryI'llstop.WhatdoyouwanttodoNaye?

Naye:Iwantyoutositdownandlistentome.

Wewenttositdownandshesatnexttome.

Me:WouldIbepushingitifIaskedyoutocome



closer?

Naye:Yes

Me:Okaysorry

Naye:Nkosinathiwe'regoingtohaveababyin

8months.Itwouldbewiseifwestartedplanning

beforehe/sheisevenborn.Iwasnotjokingabout

whatIsaidearlieron

Me:ThatIwon'tdo,Iwon'tkeepmychildasecret

likehim/herbeingconceivedwasamistake.My

familywillknowaboutmychildsowillmywife.This

childismybloodandmyfirst,Iwillnotletanyone

makehimfeelless.

Naye:Thingsaredifferent,thischildwillnotbean

heirandnotbornoffullroyalblood

Me:So?Thatalldoesn'tmattertome.Nayestop

stressingyourselfaboutsuchthings,it'snotgood

forourbaby.

Naye:FineNkosinathi,anotherthingpleasestop

comingsoclosetomeandtouchingmewithoutmy

permission.JustbecauseI'mpregnantwithyour



childnowdoesn'tmeanthatwe'retogether,

rememberwe'renotevenfriends.You'llcomesee

meifitsnecessary,we'lldrawupatimetableforthe

dayswhereyou'llgettoseeyourchildren,that's

includingEmihle.

Me:I'mnotgoingtofollowsometimetableforwhen

andwhennottoseemykids.

Naye:We'llseeaboutthat.

Me:WhatshouldIdoforyoutoseethatI'mreally

sorryandthatIloveyou,onlyyouNaye.

Naye:Youcanstartbystayingawayfromme.I'llbe

movingoutsoon,I'mstilllookingforahouse.

Me:Youcanstayhereforaslongasyouneedto.I'll

pickyouuptomorrowat11,afterthedoctors

appointmentI'llbegoingtoLangelihle.Goodbye

Naye

Naye:Whereareyougoing?

Me:I'mleavingyoualone,I'mstayingawayfromyou

justlikeyouwantmeto.I'llonlycomeseeyouwhen

itsnecessaryandyou'llsendmethetimetable.



Everythingwillgoyourway.

Naye:Oh,soyou'rejustleaving?

Me:YesIam.

Itookmycarkeysandwentupstairs,Ipackedafew

clothesandleftherstandingbytherefrigerator,it

seemstobeherfavoritethinginthishouse.Ijust

feellikegivinguponNayenowandIknowthere's

literallynochanceofusbeingtogetheranymore,it

hurtstonottouchher,holdherandkissher.Imiss

makinglovetoherandhearingherlaughnonstop,

sheevenlaughswhenthere'snoneedforherto

laugh.Shelightensupmymoodandalwaysmakes

mesmile.Ievendotheunthinkable,Isingforher.No

onehaseverheardmesingbesidesherandmy

siblings.IjustlovebeinglovedbyNayeandifIcan't

getthatlove,Idon'tknowwhatI'llbe.ItslikeIdon't

havethestrengthtogoon.She'scarryingmybaby,I

wonderwhothebabywilllooklikeandwhathisor

herinterestswillbe.Ihopethey'llgetalongverywell

withEmihle.I'msureshe'llbeveryexcitedtohear

thatshe'llbeabigsister.Igotacallfrom

Noluthando,thelastpersonIwanttohearfrom.



Me:Thando

Nolu:Nkosinathi,somejournalistcametoseeme

today.

Me:Whatabout?

Nolu:Mebeingyourwife,it'slikesheknowsbutshe

isn'tsure.Ifyoudon'tsortthisoutitwillbe

publishedandmightcausealotofdamage.Dothis

correctlylikeyousaidyouwould.

Shedroppedthecall,Noluthandolikesdemanding

andcallingtheshots.Shelikesgoingalllawyeron

meandwearguealot.Wejustlikefriends,I'venever

touchedhersinceourweddingnorhaveIevereven

toldherIloveher.Idon'tseeherasmywifeandI

don'tthinkIeverwill.Thepressisstartingtogeton

mynerve,theylikesnoopingaround.I'llcallZeeso

shecouldsortitout,weneedtomeetatTongaat

soon.IcouldsayZeeistheoneI'mclosesttofrom

thegirlswellthat'sbecauseshe'sreservedandloves

livingontheedge.She'sveryobservantandKamo,

justalwaysknowsandalwaysfindsout.Shedoesn't

stopuntilshegetswhatshewants,shelistensto



hergutandplayswithfirenomatterhowmuchit

burns.She'stoomuchofaPIandifThabothinksof

cheating,heshouldthinktwice.I'llneedthesetwo

girlsclosetomeandtheyneedtostartlookingand

wehavetowatchourbacks,withmylifeoutthere

andmycompanydoingsowellandmakingbillions,

itsalsomakingenemies.

#Naye

DamnyouNkosinathi!Hedidn'teventhinktwice,he

juststoodup,packedandleft.Hedidn'tevenargue

withmeorbegme.I'msurehisdamnwifegavehim

somepussylastnight.I'mangryandsadbecauseI

misshim,imissitwhenhetouchesme,whenhe

holdsmeandcarriesmelikeI'mababy.Imissit

whenhemakeslovetomeandImissitwhenIlay

onhischestandwespeakallnightlong.Imiss

wakingupnexttohim,Ievenmissmakingbreakfast

forhimandcookingforhim.Imisshavinghim

aroundandhearinghisvoice.Imissfeelinghis

presence,Imissitwhenheholdsmyhandwhilewe

walkatthemall.Imisshowheprotectsmeandgets



angrywheneveranotherguyisstaringatme.Ijust

misseverythingabouthim!Whydidhehavetobe

marriedandbreakmyheartthisway?WhydidIhave

tolovehimthismuchandcannotstopthinking

abouthim?IhopeNoluthandoknowshowluckyshe

istobemarriedtothislovingguy,heisanamazing

guyandIneedhiminmylife.AsmuchasItryto

convincemyselfandsaythatI'llbefinewithouthim

andthatI'llgetoverhimisthemoreliesItellmyself

andthemoreIhurtmyself.Maybeitspride,maybe

it'sfear.MaybeIjuststillwanttopunishhimand

makehimfeelthepainhemademefeelbutthats

justmewastingtime.HowlongwillIholdontothis

paincausethemoreido,themoreithurts.Whereas

ifhewerewithmeIwouldbefeelingahundred

timesbetterthanbeinglonelyandtheonlypain

that'sleftdeepinsideofmeisthepainoflongingfor

him,ofwantinghimnexttomeandhearinghimtell

mehelovesme.IsthisevenlovecauseI'mafraidits

toxic,itsreachedapointwhereIfeelthatwhatwe

haveforeachotherismorethanlove.Idon'tknow

there'sawordmuchstrongerandmeaningfulthan

loveitselfbutifthereis,thatworddescribeswhat



webothfeelforeachother.Idon'tknowhowmuch

I'mwillingtodoforthesakeoflovebutwhatIdo

knowisthatIdon'twanttobelovedbyanyoneelse

otherthanNkosinathi.Justbecauseshitisfuckedup

rightnowdoesn'tmeanheshouldstoptrying,ishe

reallygivinguponme?MaybeI'vebeentoohardon

himbuthealsofuckeduprealbad.MaybeI'vebeen

pushinghimawaywhilehe'stryingtofixthingsbut

whatamIgoingtobegettingmyselfinto?Iknow

thatwishingtobehisoneandonlywifeis

somethingthatwillnevereverhappen.WhydidGod

allowmetofallinlovewiththisguyandmakethings

allperfectbetweenus,couldn'theshowmeasignat

least.Ormayberightnow,dearGodpleasetellme

whattodo?I'minlovewithamarriedmanandI

knowbelovesmetoo.I'mpregnantandit'shisbaby,

Iknowyou'rewatchingovermeandyouhearallmy

cries.Givemethestrengthtogoon,makemewise

andknowhowtohandleallofthisforIknowthat

you'llnevergivemewhat'smorethanIcouldtake.I

knowIhaven'tbeentochurchforawhile,thatIdon't

saymynightprayerseverynightandIdon'treadthe

bibleeverydaybutdearlordIneedyourightnowand



Iknowyou'llneverforsakeme.Dearlord,hearmy

voice.Ihuffedandwenttobed.Ijustneedtolay

downhereandthink.I'msureI'mthemoststressed

persononEarthrightnow.Itookmyphoneand

lookedatourpictures.There'sthisonepictureilove

best,itwaswhenIwasspeakingatthepress

conferenceinLAandhewaslookingdeeplyintomy

eyes,thesmileonhisfaceispriceless.Ishethis

happywhenheiswithNoluthando?Isitokayforme

tocompare?OkayImuststopbeinganidiot,

ofcauseheishappywithherwhoamIkidding.They

can'tbemarriedfortwoyearsandnotbehappy

together,evenifitsanarrangedmarriagetheydofall

inlovewithoneanothereventually.WillIeverbe

abletoacceptthathehasawifeandmoveonwith

mylifewithouthim?No,butWillIeveracceptthat

hehasawifeandstillbewithhimashissecond

wife?ThosearethequestionsIhaveinmyheadand

onlyhavetheanswersto.Ilovethismanandmaybe

he'srightwhenhesayswe'reboundbyfate.Letme

stopstressingmyselfandcallmyoldman,IknowI'll

feelalotbetteronceI'veheardhisvoice.



Dad:Ayabonga

Me:Daddy,howareyou?

Dad:I'mokaybutIcan'tsaymuchaboutyou.Is

everythingokay?

Me:Yesitisdad,imjustmissingyou.IsEmihleokay

there?

Dad:IknowyouNaye,Icanhearbythesoundof

yourvoicethatyou'renotokay.ButI'mtrustingthat

you'reoldenoughtomakegooddecisionsanddon't

letanysituationbringyoudown.We'realwaysgoing

tohavebadmomentsbutneverdwellinthem

becausetheywillturnyouintoabitterpersonand

youwon'tbeabletoloveorreceivelove.

HespeakingasifheknowswhatI'mgoingthrough.

WhatwillIeverbewithoutmyfather.

Me:Daddy,whatifI'mnotsureaboutthedecision

thatIneedtomake?WhatifIcan'tdecide?

Dad:There'snosuchmyangel.Justthinkaboutit

andchoosetheonethatwillmakeyouhappyevenif

youseethatrightnowthingsarenotworkingoutor



goingyourway.Takeastepaheadandthinkahead,

willyouforeverbehappywiththedecisionyoumake

oryoujustdoingittoconsoleyourself.Feelingsare

realandcanneverbechanged,youdon'tchoose

whoyoufallinlovewithbutlovechoosesyoufor

thatperson.Mychild,letlove,loveyouandlet

yourselfbeabletolove.I'veseenhowthatMkhize

boymakesyouhappy,nomatterwhatthesituation

isthatyou'refacing.Don'tlethimgo,helovesyou.

Me:Thanksdad.AndhowdoyouknowthatwhatI'm

goingthroughhastodowithlove?Andhowdoyou

knowhelovesme?

Dad:I'mveryoldmydaughterandmoreexperienced

thanyou.Icantelllovebyjustlookinginsomeone's

eyes.Thewayhelooksatyousaysitallanddotell

himI'llkillhimforhurtingmydaughterandfor

callingherMrsMkhizebeforehehasevenpaid

lobola.

Me:I'lltellhimDad,andhowdoyouknowabouthim?

Momtoldyou

Dad:YesshedidandIwaswatchingyouonTV.You



lookgoodtogether.ThanksforthecallbutIhavean

importantcallcomingin.Bye,Iloveyouandstop

sulkingandmakewisedecisions,Itrustyou.

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Idon'tthinkheevenheardthatcausehe

immediatelydroppedthecall.Myfatherswordskept

onechoinginmyheadandrepeatedly.WhatwillIdo,

howdoyoutellsomeonethatyoustilllovethem?I

lookedattheringonmyfinger.Whyhaven'tIeven

takenitoff?Itsbeautifulthough,Nkosihasgreat

tastewellthat'sifheevenpickedit.I'msureitwas

expensivebutIguessitsworthit.NkosinathiMkhize,

Ithinkyou'veputalovepotionforme.WhydoIlove

yousomuch,evenwhenyou'vefuckedup.Letme

justsleep,tomorrowisstillanotherday.

#NNBBF

Hopeyouenjoy

Let'sgetto350likes!

Pleaselikeandcomment!
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Iwokeuplateandtookthelongestshowerever.

OnceIwasdoneIgotdressedintoamaxifloral

dressandflip-flops.Iwentdownstairsandthechef

hadalreadymadebreakfast,maybeNkositoldhim

tocome.IthankedhimandheleftwhileIwas

munchingonthedeliciousbreakfasthehasmade.

WhileIwaswashingthedishesNkosicamein,he

lovesusingthekitchendoorlatelyorisitbecausehe

knowsthat'sthefirstplacehe'dfindmenowdays.

Nkosi:Morning,youreadytogo?

Me:Letmefinishupandgetmybag.

HesatonthekitchencounterandwatchedmeasI

cleanedthekitchen.Ikeptonwipingthesamespot

forawhile

Nkosi:I'msureitscleannowNaye,areyouokay?

Me:Nkosi,IfeellikeI'mloosingmymind.Like

literally

Helookeddeepintomyeyesanditseemedasif

he'swaitingforanexplainationaboutwhyI'msaying



this.

Me:Nevermind,I'llgogetmybag.

Itookmybagandwewenttothegarage.Heopened

upadoorthat'salwaysclosed,evenIdon'tknow

what'sinthere.Therewere3beautifulcarsthatI've

nevereversawhimdrive.Hedroveoneoutofthe

garageanditwasasilverMercedesBenzAMGC63.

Iwasstandingwithmyeyesfoldedandinawe!

Wheredoesthisbeastcomefrom ilovethis

car

Me:Youhavealotofhiddentreasures.

Nkosi:Thisisoneofmyfavoritecars.

Me:Butyouneverdriveit

Nkosi:I'veonlydrivenittwice,todayisthethirdtime.

Hesaidashedroveoff.

Me:Wherearewegoing?

Nkosi:DrKhanyile

Me:Butthat'sinMhlanga

Nkosi:Yesandthat'swherewe'regoingto.



Me:Fine.Wedidourpracticalstogether,butI

haven'tseenhereversince.

Nkosi:You'llseehertodaythen

HisphoneranganditwasNoluthando.Heanswered

thecall

Nkosi:Thando

HecallsherThando,that'ssweet.Myheartsanka

littlebutItoldmyselfIshouldn'tbehurtbythis,heis

talkingtohiswifeandIasthesidechickshould

respectthis hahame,asidechick?That'svery

funny.I'drathersayI'mthemainchick,undercover

though Imjusttalkingcrap.

Nkosi:YesItookcareofitMaKhumalo.I'llbethere

tomorrowmorning.

HeputhisphoneonmylapandIlaughedalittle

Nkosi:Whatareyoulaughingat?

Me:Nothing.Soyou'regoinghometoday

Nkosi:Yes.

Me:Whenareyoucomingback?



Nkosi:Idon'tknowmaybenextweek

Me:Okay

Ilookedoutthewindowandjustkeptquiet.

Nkosi:What'sup?Youdon'tlooklikeyou'reokay

Me:Don'tworryyourself,I'mokay.Howisshe?

Nkosi:Who?

Me:Noluthando

Nkosi:OhThando,she'sokay.Shewasjustworried

becausesomejournalistwasaskingheraboutour

marriage.SoIsortedthatout,itwon'tbepublished

Me:Why?

Nkosi:BecauseeveryonethinksI'mmarriedtoyou,it

willalljustbeaconfusion.

Me:Whatabouther?Don'tyouthinkshewants

peopletoknowthatshe'syourwifeandnotme?I

knowI'dwantthat.

Nkosi:Sheknowsyou'retheoneIlove

Me:So?



Nkosi:Sosheagreestolaylow

Me:Whataboutherfeelings,doyoueverevenask

herhowshefeels?

Nkosi:No,ifshehasaproblemshetellsme.Sofar

shehasn'thadanyproblem.

Me:Mmmh

Nkosi:What'sthatsupposedtomean?

Me:Nothing.

WegottoDrKhanyile'sworkplaceandsignedupat

thereception

Dr:DrKhoza,it'sapleasuretoseeyouagainafterall

theseyears

Me:Yeahhey,it'sbeenawhile.Iseeyou'redoing

verywellforyourself.I'mproud

Dr:Thankyouandsoareyou,we'renowseeingyou

onTV,myfriendsdon'tbelievemewhenIsaywe

usedtosharebunnychowstogether.

Me:Especiallyaftertraumatizingdays.That'sallmy

husbandshardwork,that'swhyyouseeingmeon



TV.

Dr:Howrudeofme,MrMkhize,it'sapleasuretosee

you.

Nkosi:Samehere.

Wesatdownandhadasmallconversationthenshe

scannedandgaveusacopy.Shebasicallydid

everythingIwould'vebeenabletodomyselfbut

Nkosiisstubbornandwillnotletme.Wesaidour

goodbyesandwentbacktothecar

Nkosi:Wantsomethingtoeat?Abunnychowmaybe?

HewinkedatmeandIlaughed

Me:NoI'mfine.

Nkosi:YousaidI'myourhusband

Me:TheringIhaveonisn'tfordecoratingpurposes.

Thoughyoudidn'tproposelikeanynormalguy

would.

Nkosi:Ayabongawhatareyoutryingtosay?

Me:You'reamanwithtwowives,I'msureyou're

smartandcanfigureitout.



Hestoppedthecarandlookedatme

Nkosi:AreyousayingwhatIthinkyou'resaying?

Me:Idon'tknow,maybe.Dependsonwhatyouthink

I'msaying.

Nkosi:I'veneverbeensofrustratedinmylife

Me:Nkosinathi,I'veforgivenyou.WellIforgaveyou

awhileagobutIwasstilljustscaredandmymind

wasallovertheplace.IloveyouandIwanttospend

therestofmylifewithyou.

Nkosi:NayeAyabongaKhoza,mayIsendaletterto

yourparentsaskingforyourhandinmarriage?

Me:Yes,onlyifNoluthandohasagreed.

Nkosi:Shehas,Ispoketoheraweekbeforewe

talked.NayeI'msorryaboutthewaythingsturned

out,IftherewasawaythatIcoulddothings

differentlyIwould.Ireallywouldbutthereisn't.I

knowitwillbehardforyouandforusbutIpromise

thatyouwon'tregretyourdecision.Marriagesare

hardandIwantustostickbyeachothersside.I

knowitmightbehardforyoutoadjusttonotbeing



aloneasmywifebutIneedyoutoknowthatIlove

youandonlyyou.IwillneverhurtyouthewayIdid,

I'msorry.

Me:It'sokayNkosinathibutIneedyoutodomea

favor.

Nkosi:Anything,I'lldoanythingforyou.

Me:Iwantyoutoloveherlikeyouloveme.

Nkosi:I'vetried,I'vereallytriedtoloveherbutIcan't.

Ifeltguiltyfornotlovingherbecauseshe'smywife

butitsjustnotthere.ButI'lltryagain,justforyou.

Me:Doyouthinkshe'llhateme?

Nkosi:Idon'tthinkThandoisabletohatesomeone,

she'stoosoftandkindbutalsodemanding.Hating

youwouldbethelastthingshe'ddo.

Me:Howisshe?Likedescribeherpersonality

Nkosi:She'shumble,kindandquiet.Shehasasoft

voiceandshegetsboredsoshereadsandshe'sa

workaholic.Sheisveryhonestanddoesn't

sugarcoatsomething.Iguessshe'sjustThando,

you'llgettoknowher.



Me:YoucandrivenowNkosi,Idon'twanttobe

stuckinMhlanga.Plusyoustillneedtogoto

Langelihle.

Hestartedthecaranddroveoff.Hehadahuge

smileonhisface,I'vetrulymissedit.

Nkosi:Comewithme?

Me:Whereto?

Nkosi:Langelihle,comewithmeplease.I'llintroduce

youtomyfamilyandyou'llgettoknowNoluthando.

Pleasecomewithme

Me:NkosiIdon'tknow,isn'tittoosoon?

Nkosi:Noit'snot,pleasecomewithme.

Me:Okay,haveyoutoldyourparentsI'mpregnant?

Nkosi:OnlyNoluthandoandMomknow.Itsalways

goodtotalktoThando,she'salistenerthat'swhy

sheknowsalot.Weonlystartedtalkinglikereally

talking,thisyear.

Me:Idon'tknowanythingaboutpolygamy.Idon't

knowhowitworks



Nkosi:Mygrandfatherhad6wives,Idon'tknowhow

hemanaged6wives.Everythingwillworkout,don't

worry.

Me:Ihopeso

Nkosi:CallThandoandtellherwe'rebothcoming

Me:You'recrazy,I'lljustdialthenumber,putiton

loudspeakerthenyou'lltalk.

Nkosi:That'sfine.

Idon'tknowwhybutIwasjustfeelingverynervous.I

hopeI'llbeabletocopewithwhatI'mputtingmyself

into.Sheanswered

Nolu:Nathi

ShecallshimNathi,itsweirdtomecauseInever

callhimthatnorhaveIeverthoughtaboutthat.It

seemsasifshe'stalkingtoastrangernowbecause

I'musedtosayingNkosiorNkosinathi.

Nkosi:Whereareyou?

Nolu:Myoffice

Nkosi:Okayyou'reheadinghomeat4right?



Nolu:No,I'mgoingout

Nkosi:Wellthatwon'thappen.ListenIneedyouto

gohomeandpreparemyroomandanotherroomfor

Nayeshe'salsocoming.

Shewassilentforawhile

Nolu:OkayIwill,IguessI'llfinallymeether.Im

excitedandnervousatthesametime.Doyouthink

she'llhateme?

Nkosi:She'sheresoshecanansweryouherselfplus

sheaskedmethesamequestion.

Nolu:Nathi!Whydidn'tyoutellme,ohlord.UhmHi

Naye

IlookedatNkosiwithmyeyesallout,I'mgoingto

murderhim!

Me:HiNoluthando

WeweresilentafterthatandNkosiburstoutin

laughter.Idon'tgetwhat'sfunnyhere.

Nkosi:Willyougettheroomsready?

Nolu:YesIwill.



Nkosi:Telldadwe'recoming

Nolu:I'mnotdoingthat,Iwon'tbesteppingintothe

royalhousetoday.Idon'tevenwanttoseeyour

father.I'llbeinmyhouseallafternoon

Nkosi:HowwillyougetwhatIwantdone?

Nolu:Nathilearntobemorespecificwhenyou

speak.IthoughtI'dbedoingthatinyourhouse.If

youwantthatdoneintheroyalhouse,yourservants

willdoitforyou.NowbyeIhavetowork.She

droppedthecall

Wowthatwasthelongest10minsofmylife.

Nkosi:See,she'skind.

Ismiledandheheldmyhand

Nkosi:Everythingwillbeokay,pleasetrustme.

Ijusthavetoputmytrustinhimandhopeforthe

better.Wegothomeandwestartedpacking.Itook

manyskirtsanddressespluslongsleeveshirts.I

don'tknowhowtobehavearoundRoyalty,I'venever

evencameacrosssuchsituationsnowI'maboutto

bearoyalwife.YetI'mclueless,Istillhavealotto



learn

Me:NkosiIhavenoheadwraps.

Nkosi:We'llhavetogetthem,myfatherisverystrict

andhardcore.Hedoesn'tlikeitwhenawomanhas

noheadwraponnorwearingashortskirtorapants.

He'stootraditional

Me:HowwillIevenbehavethere?

Nkosi:Justbeyourself,don'tlookathimintheeye.

Whenyougreet,youbowyourheadandbendabit.

Youdon'tneedtogoalldownonyourknees

Ididitandhelaughed

Nkosi:Withyourhandstogetherontheside.Lookat

howI'mdoingit.Andyou'llgreetanyoneintheroyal

houselikethatbesidestheservants.

Me:SowheredoesNolustay?

Nkosi:Theroyalgrounds.Itsabigyardwith

separatehousesandtheRoyalhousewherethe

KingstaysandusbutIhavemyownhouseonthe

side,sodoesMayiandThando.Butthehousesare

onthesameyard,you'llseewhenwegetthere.



Me:I'mverynervousandscared.

Nkosi:Itsokay,Iunderstand.You'llbefinethough

plusmysisterswillbetheresoyouwon'tgetbored.

Me:NowwherewillIsleep?

Nkosi:Myhouse

Me:Isthatallowed?

Nkosi:Yes.Yourhousestillneedssomefinishingup

youmightmoveinthereinamonth

Me:Youwerealreadybuildingmyhouse?

Nkosi:Yes,Ihadhopedyou'dsayyes.

Me:WhydoesNoluthandostayinLangelihle?

Nkosi:Idon'tknow,Iguessshelikesitthere.

Me:Iwon'tbeforcedtostaythereright?

Nkosi:Nonotyet

Me:Whatdoyoumeanby"Notyet"?

Nkosi:I'mnotKingyet.

Me:OhIunderstand.Howlongarewestayingthere?

IstillneedtogotoworksoIcan'tstaytherefora



longtime.

Nkosi:Justaweek,you'lltakeasickleave.

Me:Howwillyoutellmyparentsyou'retakingmeas

yoursecondwife?

Nkosi:Youhavesomanyquestions,pleaserelaxI'll

takecareofeverything.Haveyoutoldthemyou're

pregnant?

Me:NoIhaven't.

Nkosi:Okay,you'redone?

Me:Yes.We'llneedtopassbythemallthough

HeputthebagsinthebootandthenNkositalkedto

thesecurityandthetwohelpersthatsleepoverhere

whenwe'reaway.Emihle'snannyisoffsinceEmihle

isnothere.HedroveoffandwewenttoGalleriaMall,

IgotallIneededbesidestheheadwraps.Hedrove

toWestStreetandIbought6headwrapsandtook

anotherforNoluthando.Ihopeshelikesthem.

Nkosi:Takethosebeadstoo,shelovesmaking

jewelrywithbeads.

Me:Ihopeshelovesthem.



Nkosi:Let'sgogetyousomefood,wehavealong

driveaheadofusandIneedsomeenergydrinks.

We'llstopbyLadySmithandsleepatahotelthere

thencontinuewiththedrivetomorrowsinceits

gettinglatenowandIdon'twantyoubeing

uncomfortablewiththelongdrive.

Me:Okaythat'sfinewithme.

HetextedNoluthandosayingwe'llgetthereinthe

morning.Its5hoursawayfromLadySmith,this

placeisreallyreallyfarandI'veneverevenheardof

itbefore,wellthatwasbeforeImetthePrinceof

Langelihle.

Me:Iwantsomecoffee

Nkosi:Youcan'tdrinkcoffee

Me:FineI'llhavealemonade.

Hegotmemylemonadeandnandoschicken,lemon

andherb.Istartedeatingandhewaslookingatme

inaweirdway

Me:What?

Nkosi:Nothing,youjustlookcute.Whenwillthe



babystartkicking?

Me:Around4monthsto5

Nkosi:I'mlookingforwardtothat,I'msureEmihle

willbeexcited.

Me:Yesshewill,she'salwayswantedalittlesister

orbrotherbecauseshesaysshegetsbored.

Nkosi:Herwishesarecomingtrue.Iloveyou

MaHlase

Me:Iloveyoutoo
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It'slikeIhavethishugelumponmythroat,I'm

scaredandverynervous.Idon'tevenknowhow

manytimesI'vewenttopee,ijustdon'tknowhowto



feel.We'rejustanhourawayfromPhila'shome,we

sleptinahotelinLadySmithandwokeupearlythen

droveoff.Ididn'twanttohavebreakfasttodaybut

Nkosiforcedmeto,hesaidIshouldn'tstarvehis

child.Thingshavebeenbetterbetweenusandthe

riskI'mtakingisworthit,IloveNkosiandI'mwilling

tocomprise.I'veneverthoughtI'dbemarriedina

polygamousmarriagebuthereIam,I'mwillingtodo

it.Idon'tknowwhatthisjourneyholdsformebutI'm

willingtogothroughitandbestrong.Onedaymany

willunderstand,itsthethingswedoforlove.When

youlovesomeonedeeplynothingelsereallymatters,

itgetstoanotherdimensionwhenthatpersonloves

youbacktooandyouknowthatpersonwoulddothe

sameforyouandtheyloveyouunconditionally.

Nkosi:Areyouokay?

Me:YesI'mokaybabe

HekissedmyhandandwegottoLangelihle,itwasa

beautifulenvironment.Itisbeautifulwithallits

naturalfeatures,themountainsandtreesareso

greenandNkosistoopedthecarandcametoopen

mydoor



Me:We'reatyourhomenow?

Nkosi:No,there'ssomethingIneedtoshowyou.

Me:Okay

Wewalkedaroundandpeoplewerebowingbefore

himandhegreetedthem.Wegottoasteependand

hesatdown.

Nkosi:ThisiswhereIusuallycomesoIcanclearmy

head.I'vecameheresinceIwasnine.Itsmyplace

ofpeace.

Me:It'sreallybeautiful.

There'sjustsomethingabouttheseplace,it'sfresh

andthebreezeiscool.Somethingjustgotthisplace

attachedtome.Iwascalmandallthenerveswere

justgone.Itwasreallyrefreshing.

Nkosi:IloveyouNaye

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Nkosi:Let'sgetgoing.You'rereadytodothis?

Me:Yes,yesIam.

Wegotbackintothecarandweleft.Wegottoabig



house,itwasreallybigandtherewasahugehouse

whichIfigureditwastheroyalhouse,4otherbig

housesonthesideand5roundhouses.

Me:Itsabigplace

Nkosinoddedandheldmyhand.Therewerecars

parkedoutside,onebelongstoMayisinceitwas

writtenonthenumberplate.AndanotherAudiA6

writtenN.MkhizewhichIfiguredbelongsto

Noluthando.Heparkedatthegarageandtwo

servantscameandbowed.ThisbowingthingIstill

needtogetusedto.Theytookourbagsandwe

walkedoutthegarage.Mayiwasand5womanwere

alreadywaitingforus,oneofthewomenwas

Noluthando,IknewherbecauseI'veseenheron

pictures.IwaslookingdownwhileNkosiwas

holdingmyhand.TheeldestwhichIfiguredis

Nkosi'smomcametomeandhuggedme,Iwas

shockedatfirstbutIfinallygaveinandhuggedher

back.Shewasintears,whichwasverystrangeto

me.

Her:Welcomehome,youlookbeautiful.Nkosiwhy

haveyoukeptherawayfromus?Myboycanbevery



slow,heshould'veproposedthedayhemetyou.

Ilaughedandshereallywasn'tintendingonletting

mego.

Nkosi:Mom,comeonstopitalready.You'reeven

crying

Queen:ShutupNkosinathi,Howareyoumy

daughter?

Me:I'mgoodandyourselfmyQueen?

Queen:I'mhappy,pleasemydaughterjustcallme

Ma.

Mayi:Wehaven'tevengotachancetogreet,you

goodNaye?Theseareoursisters

Nkosi:ThisisNongcebo,LusandaandIsiphile.

Me:It'sapleasuretomeetyouall.

Nkosi:AndthisisNoluthando,mywife.

Shecameclosetomeandwehugged,she'sreally

tall.

Nolu:Youmustbetired,itsalongjourneyfrom

Durban



Me:ItislongbutI'mokay,notthattired.

Nongcebo:Sisi,let'sgoinside.We'vebeenstanding

herefortoolong.Nkosi'smomwasstillholdingmy

handaswewalkedin,Nkosiwinkedatmeandthey

wenttheirownwaywithMayi.

Ma:TheKingisnotherefornowhe'sattending

somecouncilmeetings.He'llbebackabitlater.For

nowwe'llalljustsithereandgettoknoweachother

more.

Me:That'sokay

Lusanda:SoBhut'Nkosinathiismybigbrother,I'm

the4thchild.AndheisabullybutIlovehim

Nongcebo:Heisabully

Isi:Iwon'tsaymuchabouthimbeingabully

becausehealwayscoversforme,bythewayI'mthe

lastchild.

Nongcebo:Andtheappleofmomseyes

Ma:Youallaretheapplesofmyeyes.

Lusanda:Mom,comeon.Weallknowyouloveher



more

Nolu:Okay,let'sgiveNayeachancetospeak.

Itfeltsoawkwardsittinghereanditsliketheywere

abouttohaveanargument.

Me:Uhmwellthere'snothingmuchaboutme,I'm27,

willbeturning28onthesecondofJuly.Ihavea

daughterandI'mexpecting Ilovebeingamom

andI'magynaecologist.

Isi:Soourlittlenieceornephewisingoodhands

Me:Iguessso

Nolu:Where'sthefatherofyourdaughter?

Me:Hepassedawaywhenshewasalmost2

Ma:I'msosorryaboutthatmybaby,Nkositoldme

aboutyourdaughtertheyseemtobeprettyclose

andhelovesher.Hewassofrustratedwhenyou

saidhe'llneverseeheragain.

IlaughedabitandNoludidn'tseemasifshewas

comfortableaboutthis.

Me:Iwasjustupsetandshocked.Ididn'tknowhe



wasmarriedandforhimtodropthebomblikethat

wasupsetting.

Lusanda:I'dgocrazy.

Nongcebo:Whenyoulovesomeone,youdoanything

forthem

Isi:Sowhatwouldyoudoifyourhusbandtellsyou

thatyou'renottheonlywife

Nongcebo:I'dhonestlyflipbutforgivehimeventually.

Me:You'remarried?

Nongcebo:Yes,I'mactuallyMayi'stwin.You'rea

yearolderthanme.

Isi:SisNolu,howdidyoufeelwhenBhut'Nkosisaid

hewantstomarryanotherwoman,I'msureyoufelt

asifyoudon'tsatisfyhim.

Lusanda:Isiphile!

ThelookonNoluthando'sface,Ijustchewedonmy

nailsandlookeddown

Isi:What?DidIsaysomethingwrong?

Nongcebo:Yesyoudidandyoushouldapologize



andgotoyourroomanddowhat15yearoldsdo.

Don'tbeinvolvedinadulttalk

Isi:ButMom

Ma:GoIsiphile.

Shestoodupandleft.Ican'treallytellwhatexactly

isgoingonwiththesesistersbutIdon'tevenwant

tobeinvolved,IjustgotheresoIwon'tmeddlein

theirbusiness.

Nolu:Excusemeplease,Ineedtofixafewthingsat

work.

WiththatsaidshestoodupandleftthenIwaswith

Lusanda,NongceboandNkosi'sMom

Lusanda:Howfarareyou?

Me:Justamonth.

Ma:Myhusbandsayshe'sonhisway,mychilddon't

takethethingshesaystoheart.

Lusanda:Hecanbeabitstrictandmean.Veryold

andtraditionalman

Ma:He'snotthatold



Nongcebo:Wellhe'swaysmakehimolderthanheis.

Butonceyougettoknowhimmorehe'sa

sweetheart.Veryprotectivefather.

Whileweweretalkingthereweremanlyvoices

approaching

Ma:He'shere

Westoodupandbowedwhentheycamein,Ineed

tostartgoingtothegymI'mnotfitenoughtodoall

thisbowing.Westoodandhenoddedthenwalked

pass,Nkosinathireallydoeslooklikehisfather,tall

andmuscularwiththesamefacialhair.Hewalked

passandenteredsomeroomwhereMayiandNkosi

alsowentwithhim.Aservantcameandtoldus

we'rebeingsummonedbytheKing.IfeellikeI'm

goingtoshitonmyself,heisveryintimidatingand

hispresencehassomuchdignityandthatpower

thatseekstobeacknowledged.Wegotinandhe

wassittingonhisthronewithMayiandNkosionthe

chairsnexttohim.Wesatonagrassmatwithour

headsboweddown

King:WhereisNoluthando?



Ma:Atwork

King:IcalledyouherebecauseIwanttomeetthe

womanwhohascapturedmysonsheart.Standup

Ididashesaidandhestaredatme.Ifelthiseyes

gazingmywholebodyanditwasscaryandnerve

wreckingbutIwillstandstrong.

King:Sitdownyounglady,soyoudoknowthat

NkosinathihasawifeandhewillbeKingonceIstep

down

Me:Yesmyking

King:Thatsahugeresponsibilityandheneedsa

greatwomannexttohim,someonetoencourage

himandholdhimwhenhefalls,areyouwillingtodo

that?

Me:YesIam

King:SoIhearyouhaveadaughter?Youdoknow

thatbastardchildwillnotbeseenasroyaltyandif

itsmoney,fameandpositionsthatyouwant,you've

cometothewrongplace.

Howcouldhe?Lordifthismanwasn'taKingofthis



KingdomI'dbeslappinghim.Me:Idonotappreciate

youcallingmydaughterabastardchild,yessheis

notroyaltybutshedoesn'tdeservetobecalleda

bastard.Sheisjustasequalasthechildrenthatyou

haveandIknowyouwouldn'tappreciateyour

childrenbeingcalledbastards.AndIlovedNkosi

longbeforeIknewhistitle,I'dlovehimwithor

withoutitandhiswealthisn'tsomethingI'mafter

becauseIsureIamdoingwellformyselfandableto

takecareofmeandmykids.Yourtitlesandfame

isn'twhatI'mafter.

King:Speakingofkids,howsurearethat,thatchild

you'repregnantwithisthePrinces?Whoknowshow

manymanyouunpuregirlsopenyourlegsfor.

NeverhaveIeverbeensoinsultedinmylife!Nkosi

isjustsittingtherewithhisarmsfoldedandnot

sayinganythingtothis.Whodoesthismanthinkhe

is?

Me:WithallduerespectmyKing,I'dliketoknow

whatdoyoumeanbythat?

King:YouknowexactlywhatImean



Me:I'mnotgoingtosithereandlistentoyouinsult

meanddegrademydignityasawoman.Iwon't

toleratebeingcomparedtoaslutandyesmyunborn

babyisNkosinathi'swhetheryouacceptthatornotI

donotcare.Youhavenorighttoinsultmethatway.

King:Younglady,you'respeakingtotheKingandat

myRoyalgrounds!Showsomerespect

Me:Ionlygiverespecttopeoplewhoareworthyof

myrespectandthosewhorespectmetoo.Nowif

you'llpleasedoexcusemefromyourRoyalgrounds,

I'dratherbelostandhomelessinthisplaceIdon't

knowthansithereandbedisrespected.Istoodup

andwhenIwasatthedoorputtingonmyshoeshe

stood

King:Whyhaven'tyoucried?

Me:Cryinginasituationlikethisisshowingmy

weaknessandthatI'vebeendefeated.Thatallyou're

sayingistruecauseastheysay,thetruthhurts.Ido

notweepinfrontofpeoplewho'sintentionistohurt

anddestroymebecausethatgivesthemtheupper

handandtheyrejoice.



King:Nkosinathi,you'vefoundtheone.She'smore

thancapableandreadytobeyourqueen.Lobola

negotiationsareonthe20th,makesureallis

prepared.

Whatjusthappened!Doeshereallythinkhe'llinsult

melikethatandstillthinkI'llstickaroundandbehis

daughterin-law.

Nkosi:ComesitdownMaHlase,itwasalljustatest.

Daddoesthattoonesstrength,helovessomeone

whostandsupforhimself.Ifitwasreallyseriousdo

youhonestlythinkI'dlethimtreatyoulikethat?

Me:Idon'tknowbutIwaswonderingwhatkindofa

manareyou,howwillImarryamanwho'snot

willingtostandupforme.

King:Comesitdownmychild,nowwheredoyou

comefrom?Iwanttoknowallaboutyou

Me:BeforeIdothatmyking,Ibelieveyouoweme

anapology.Itmighthavebeenatestbutnoone

callsmychildabastard.

King:Amotherwhoprotectsherchildren.My

apologiesmydaughter



Me:Thankyou,apologyaccepted.

ImademywaybacktowearIwassitting.Nongcebo

pattedmybackandwhispered"Youhandleditwell"

Theyallknewaboutthis?Thisissomesickweird

family.Weallwenttotheloungeandsattherewhile

havingagreatconversation.Nkosicouldn'tkeephis

handsoffmeanditgotveryawkwardwhenNolu

walkedinandsatacrossus.Shedidn'ttakehereyes

offusandIfeltuncomfortable

Me:Nkosiletgoofme

Nkosi:Why?

Me:Yourwifeishere,shealsodoesdeservesome

respect.

Nkosi:Iunderstand,sorry.

King:Noluthanda,howareyouprincess?

Nolu:Goodandyourselfmyking?

King:Alliswell

Oneoftheservantscameandbowed.

Her:Lunchisreadymyroyals



Mayi:Thankyou.

Ma:Iaskedthemtoprepareafeast,weshouldn't

starvemycominggrandchildandourbeautifulbride.

Lusanda:I'llgocallIsiphile.

Wewenttothedinningroomanditwashugeand

beautiful.Thishousehasbeautifulinteriordesigns

andI'msureit'sallNkosi.IsatinbetweenIsiphile

andNongcebo.Theydishedupandmunchedbefore

weevensaidgrace.

Me:Maywepraybeforeweeat?

Ma:Ohyesmydaughter.

WeclosedoureyesandIsaidgrace.OnceIwas

donetheystartedeatingandIalsodishedupfor

myself.Thiswasindeedafeast,therewaslotsof

foodandmostweremyfavorites.They'vemade

lambchops .IateandhadmyfirstplateandI

wasn'tfullinsteaditwaslikeIhaven'teatenatall.I

wasn'tgoingtodishupanotherplate,whatifthey

thinkI'mcrazyorgivemetheeye.LikeI'mwasting

thefood.Whydidtheyprepareafeastanyway?Plus

I'mpregnantthey'llunderstandright?



Nkosi:Nongcebo,passthisplatetoNayeplease.I

knowshe'snotfullyet.

Ma:Ohwhydidn'tyousaysomybaby?

UhmhowdoIanswerthat,Ijustlookeddownand

laughed

Nkosi:She'sshy.

Mayi:She'seatingfortwo,Iwonderhowitfeelsto

bepregnant.

King:Ihopeyou'renotconsideringturningintoa

woman.Youknowhowthingsaredonethesedays

Wealllaughedandendeduptalkingalotabouthow

thingshavechangedanddeveloped,Nongcebowas

rightaboutherfatherhe'sverytraditionalandold.

Twoguardscameinandgreeted

Guard1:MyKing,youhaveanimportantvisitor.He

hasrequestedthatheseesyouandtheprinces.

King:Whoisthisthatdemandstoseemeandmy

sons.

Guard2:ItisVulamasango,thetraditionalseer.He



saiditisurgentandveryimportant.

King:We'llbewithhimimmediately,excuseus.

Theystoodandlefttheroominarush.

Ma:Iwonderwhatthatisabout.

WeallwerecuriousaboutitbutIwasenjoyingmy

foodmore.Itreallytastesgood Idon'tknowwhat

goesonaroundheresoI'llmindmyownbusiness

andenjoymyfood.
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They'vebeeninthereforalmosttwohours.The

Queenhasbeenpacingupanddownwithsucha



worriedfaceandI'vejustbeentextingwithmygirls

andmymother.Isiisalsoonherphonewhilethe

othersaresittingsilently.Allthissilenceismaking

mefreakoutandbeverycurioustoo.MaybeI'mnot

supposedtobeinthisroyalhouseandtheir

ancestorsareangry.

Me:Istherelikeanearbystoreormallwherethey

sellmuffins?

Nongcebo:Yeswhy?

Me:Ijusthaven'thadonesinceyesterdayandI'min

needofit.Mydailycravings.

Ma:QuicklydriveherthereNongceboplease.

Me:Icandrive,shecancomewithifshedoesn't

mind.

Ma:Nkosiwouldbeveryangryifweletyoudrive.

Nongcebo:Comelet'sgo,Ineedsomeairanyways.

Wewenttothegarageandshehasabeautifulbig

car.WegottoasmallmallorshouldIsayshopping

center.LuckilytheyhaveMuggnBean!Iboughtmy

muffinsandachocolatemilkshakeandshewentto



buypizzafromDomino's.Itwasmorethanenough

foreveryone.WedrovebackhomeandNkosiwas

standingoutsidewithhisphoneinhishands.Finally

theygotoutofthatroom.

Nkosi:I'vebeentryingtocallyou

Me:Sorry,weleftourphoneshere.Ineededsome

muffins

Nkosi:OhIcompletelyforgot,Ihadplannedtobuy

somealongtheway.

Me:ItsokayIhaveenoughnow.Hekissedmy

foreheadandledmeinside.

Nkosi:Thefamilyisinthathut,weallneedtobe

there.We'vebeensummonedbytheseer.

Me:Ohit'sokayI'llbefineherealone.Ormaybeyou

canshowmetomyroomsoIcanlaydownuntil

you'redonewiththefamilymeeting.

Nkosi:Isaidthefamily,whichmeansweALLneed

tobethere.IncludingYou.

Me:Oh,letmefinishupthismuffinandgotothe

bathroom.What'sitabout?



Nkosi:You'llfindoutwhenwe'rethere.

HefollowedmearoundlikealostpuppyevenwhenI

wasinthebathroomhewastherewithme

Nkosi:Ihaveaquestion

Me:What?

Nkosi:Wedostillgettomakelovewhileyou're

pregnantright?

Me:Yes.Somewomanevencravefordick

Nkosi:Awesome,ihopeyoucraveforiteveryday.

Me:That'snevergoingtohappenbabe,justdon't

foolyourselfwithfalsehope.Wewalkedtothehut

whilehekepttellingmethatI'mmean.Wetookoff

ourshoesandwhenIgotin,theseerstarted

chantingandcallingoutclannames.Heisabit

scary.Wesatdownnexttohim.Whydowehaveto

besoclosetohim?Hefreaksmeout.Oncehewas

donetheKingspoke

King:We'vecalledyouallherebecause

Vulamasangohashadavisionandhehasthingsto

say.Wehaveallsatdownasmenanddiscussed



this.Icouldn'tbehappier,nowitistimewetoldthe

wholefamily.Youmayspeakseer

Vulamasango:Thankyougreatone.MaKhozayou

areindeedthechosenone.

Whatthehellisheonabout?

Vula:Youhavebeenchosenbyourforefathersto

marryintothisfamilyandbePrinceNkosinathi's

wife.Youwerechosentobebyhissideasheleads

hisKingdom.Youareawomanofstrengthand

courage,theforefathersarepleasedwithyouand

knowthatthisKingdomwillbeingoodhands.

HecontinuedchantingandtheQueenwasululating.

Vula:Thetwoofyouwereboundbyfate,youwere

meanttomeetandfallinloveandyoubothcan

neverfightit.Youwillbringlightintothisfamilyand

youshallbenamedNokukhanya.Iwillaskyouallto

excuseusasthiswillonlyneedtobeheardbythe

Princeandhiswife.

Nolu:Iamalsohiswife,Ideservetobeinhere.

King:Whatnonsenseareyousaying?Theseeris



talkingaboutNkosinathiandNaye,neverwereyou

included.

Theyallstoodupandleftusinsidethehut.

Vula:YourdaughterEmihle

Me:Howdoyouknowmydaughtersname?

Nkosi:Itoldhimhername.

Vula:Yourdaughtersspirithasbeenconnectedto

Nkosinathi'ssinceshewasborn.Theprincewas

bornwithaheartdisorderandhewouldn'thavelived

longbutwhenyourdaughterwasborn,hewas

healed.

I'mmorethanconfused,IfeellikeIdon'tevenhavea

brain.Whatisthismanonaboutandhowdidthisall

happen.

Vula:Ihadavisiononthe17thofDecemberat

exactly9amofNkosibeinghealedandagirlbeing

born.Ididn'tknowwhatitmeantandcouldn'teven

connectthedots.Iwenttotheroyalhouseandthey

toldmethedoctorsconfirmedthathedoesn'thave

aheartdisorderandtheydon'tknowhowit



happened,itwasbeyondtheirmedicalknowledge.It

wasamiracle.

Me:That'sexactlywhenEmihlewasborn

Idon'tknowhowthismanknowsthisanditcan'tbe

Nkosicausehedoesn'tknowatwhattimeEmihle

wasborn.Itwasstormyandlotsofraincameafter

yetthesunwasshinningbrightly.Theweatherwas

alljustconfusing.

Vula:IonlyrealizedwhenNkosigotshotandthe

onlypersonthatcouldconnecttohimwasEmihle.

HewasalsoshockedabouthowIknewaboutit

causehedidn'ttellhisfamilyaboutituntilhecame

backhomeoncehewasokay.Yourdaughter

protectsyouandNkosinathi,shehasanamazing

giftthatImyselfcannotexplain.Youarethelightof

thisfamilyandyouwillbringunityandwillleada

greatkingdomalongsideyourhusband.Butbe

careful,there'salwaysdarknessbeforelight.

Withthatsaidhestartedpackinghisthingsandleft.

Iranafterhim

Me:Whatisthatsupposedtomean?WhatdoIeven



knowaboutleadingakingdom,Iknownothingabout

royaltyandeverythingyousaidisconfusing.

Vula:You'restrongerthanyouthinkNokukhanya.

WelcometotheKingdomofLangelihle.Hegotonto

hishorseandtookoff!Justlikethat,I'mleftmore

confusedthanI'veeverbeen.FirstofallIdon't

believeinancestors,Igrewupasachurchgirlanda

believer.SecondlyI'mthelastpersontheyshouldbe

trustingwithsuchhugeresponsibility,howisEmihle

connectedtoNkosinathi.She'saMbambonota

Mkhize.Whywasn'tNoluthandothechosenone,I

meanshe'sroyaltyandknowstheinsandoutsof

beinginaRoyalfamily.I'mjustanordinarywoman

whoshouldbeseenasacommonerinthusfamily.

Nkosiheldmyhandandkissedmyforehead.

Nkosi:Iknowit'stoomuchtotakeinandyou're

scaredandconfused,trustmeIalsofeelthesame

way.NayeIloveyouandwantyoutoknowwe'll

sticktogetherinallthis.

Me:Ijusthopeyourfatherwon'tstepdownfromthe

throneyet,I'mnotreadyforallofthis.Itstoomuch

anditisveryconfusing.Whathesaidleftme



puzzled.

Nkosi:Don'tstressaboutit,stressisnotgoodfor

youandthebabydoctorandyoushouldknowthat.

Me:Idon'trememberDrKhanyiletellingmethat

Nkosi:(laughs)Ohsothat'showitsgoingtobe?I

loveyouNokukhanya

Me:IstillneedtogetusedtothatnameafterI'm

marriedintothisfamily.IloveyoutooNkosinathi.

Nkosi:Andthatwillhappeninaweekand3days

Me:You'veevencalculated

Nkosi:Ijustcan'twaitanylonger,Ineedyoutobe

mywife.Let'sgetinsidethehouse,itsgettingabit

coldouthere.Wewenttoinsideanditseemsasif

everyonewaswaitingforus.IsatnexttoIsianda

verycutechildcamerunningfromupstairs

Nongcebo:Dimpho!Itoldyoutostoprunning

aroundthehouse.

Ma:LeavemygrandchildaloneNongcebo,she'sjust

beingakid.



Dimpho:Mommy,whoisthis?

Sheaskedassheopenedupherarmsformeto

carryher.

Nongcebo:It'syourAunt.

Dimpho:IloveyourhairAunty,Iwantminetolook

likeyours.

Me:Onlywhenyouareabitolder,howoldareyou?

Dimpho:30!!

Shesaidexcitedlyandshowedme8fingers.

Me:Ohwow,you'reevenolderthanme!

Dimpho:I'mjoking,I'm56!

Nongcebo:You're5Dimpho.

Dimpho:OhI'mfive!MomalwayssaysI'm5butI'm

27!

Me:Youragekeepschangingeverytime once

you're20,I'llmakesureyouhavethishairstyle

Dimpho:I'llbe20tomorrow,rightUncleNkosi?

Nkosi:YesDimpho.Rememberwhatwetalked



about?

Dimpho:Yes!Yes!Yes!

Nkosi:Let'sgogetit.TheyleftusandtheKingwas

smilingshowingallhisteeth.

King:IhopeallthatVulamasangotoldyoudoesnot

scareyouthatyou'llendupleavingmyson.

Me:NothingwouldmakemeleaveNkosi.Don't

worryaboutit,itdidscaremebutIchoosetobe

strongAndtotrustthateverythingwillworkout.

Nolu:Whatdidhesay?Imeanweshouldbeawareif

ourlivesareindanger

Me:Nooneslifeisindanger.

Isi:Whyareyousoeageronknowingaboutit

anyway?YoudidheartheseersayonlySisNayeand

Bhut'Nkosishouldknowaboutit.

Nolu:Sorry,Iwasjustworried.Anyonewantsteaor

coffee?

Lusanda:I'dratherdoitmyself.

ShestoodupandwenttoanotherdirectionwhichI



figuredisthekitchen.TheKingandQueenalso

stoodandwentout.IwasleftwithIsi,Nongcebo,

NoluthandoandMayi.Mayi:Weren'tyougoingto

makecoffeeNoluthando?

Nolu:Ohyes.

Shequicklystoodupandleft

Mayi:I'veneverlikedher.There'ssomethingoff

abouther.

Me:Whydon'tyouaddresseachotherasPrincess

andPrince?

Nongcebo:Wedothatwhenwe'reinpublic,when

wouldIevenfinishsayingmysentenceifIhadto

keepsayingPrinceMayibongweallthetime.

Me:Ihadactuallypracticedthat IthoughtI'dhave

tosayitallthetime.

Isi:You'recrazy.Thisgirlisjustalwaysonherphone,

I'msureit'ssocialmediaandMayikeepsongiving

herabadlook

Mayi:GivemeyourphoneIsiphile



Isi:Why?

Mayi:Iwanttoseewhatkeepsyouonthatphone

24/7

Isi:ButI'vegivenittoyoubefore,Bhut'Mayiwhatyou

doingisunfair.Thisismyphone,nooneasksfor

yours.

Mayi:Don'tquestionmeaboutit.Youdon'twantme

toreportyoutotheKingfordisobeyingme.

Isi:Heismoreofabully!Thanabrother!

Mayi:Donotraiseyourvoiceat!Iwillslapyou!

Me:Woahthere'snoneedforthatMayibongwe.

Isiphilejustpeacefullygivehimyourphone,I'msure

youhavenothingtohide.

Isi:WhatifIdohavesomethingtohide?

Mayi:MorereasonswhyIshouldtakethisphone

awayfromyou.

Didshehavetosaythat?Andwhyaretheyeven

fightingoverthis,Nongceboisjustquietandnot

doinganythingtocalmthefuelbetweenhersiblings.



Me:IsiphilegiveyourphonetomeandIwillcheckit,

ifthere'sanythinginappropriateIwilltellyou

Mayibongwe.

Isiphilegavemeherphoneandrantoherroom.

Mayibongwesatdown

Mayi:Thatchildisspoilttoomuch.Shedoesn'teven

focusmoreonherschoolwork,it'sjustalwaysthis

phoneofhers.Wewereraisedinaveryharshway,

wegotphoneswhenwewenttouniversity.

Mayialsowentout

Me:Whydidyouletthatunnecessarydramahappen?

Nongcebo:Ichoosenottobeinvolvedinthelittle

fightsthathappeninthisfamilybecausethey

alwaysescalate.I'mgladI'mgoingbacktomy

housetomorrow.

Iguessthisalwayshappens.Theyalwaysjustfight

fornothing?Iwonder.

Nkosi:Whathappenedhereandwhere'severyone

else?WhyisMayiangry?

Weturnedandhewasstandingconfusedbythe



door

Me:TheyhadanargumentwithIsiphile

Nkosi:I'mnotsurprised.

Myphoneranganditwasmyfather

Me:Daddy

Dad:Iseeyou'vemadeyourdecision,Igotaletter

fromTheKingdomofLangelihle.Heisroyalty?

Me:Yesfather

Dad:You'llbehissecondwife.

Me:Yesfather

Dad:Areyouhappyandsureofyourdecision?

Me:Yesfather,IamveryhappyandI'msureofmy

decision.

Dad:Ifyouhappyandyoulovehim,Icannotstop

youfrombeingwithsomeoneyoulove.Tellhimto

sendhismenandwe'llnegotiate.

Withthatsaidheendedthecall.That'smyfather,he

isjuststraightforwardandlikesgettingstraightto



thepoint.HeisthemosthonestpersonIknowand

hedoesn'tsugarcoatthetruth,hetellsitasitis.

Me:Myfatherhasacceptedyourproposal,hesaid

youcansendyournegotiators.

Nkosi:Fathershouldhearaboutthis.

King:Ishouldhearaboutwhat?

Nkosi:MrKhozahasgaveuspermissionstocome

paylobolaforNaye.

King:Iwillbeleadingthenegotiations,iwillmake

surehegetseverythingheasksfor.

Ma:Butwehaveunclesthatnegotiatesuchmatters

King:Iwanttoalsobethere,Idon'twantanything

goingwrong.Thisismysonswife.Mayibongwe

shouldalsogetmarriednow,heisn'tgettingany

younger.

Nongcebo:I'dlovetoseethatdaycome.

Wealllaughedandjokedaboutit

Me:WhereisIsiphile'sroom?Iwhisperedat

Nongcebo



Nongcebo:Firstdoorupstairs.Remindmetoshow

youaroundthehousewhenyou'reback.

IwenttoIsiphile'sroomandshewaslayingonher

bedcrying.

Me:I'vebroughtbackyourphone.

Isi:Thankyou,didyoutellMayiIhaveaboyfriend?

Me:Idon'tknowthatyouhaveaboyfriend,Ididn'tgo

throughyourphone.Youshouldstopbeinggluedto

yourphoneintheirpresence,justtoavoidhaving

himwanttocheckyourphone.He'syourbrotherso

itshisdutytoprotectyou.

Isi:Thankyou,I'lldothat.

Me:Youshouldfocusmoreonyourschoolwork,

youdon'twanthimtakingyourphoneforever.How

oldisyourboyfriend?

Isi:He's26

Ohdeargod!That'sMayi'sage!

Me:Ibegyourpardon?

Isi:Iknowhe'soldenoughtobemybrotherbuthe



makesmefeellikeawoman.

Me:Isiphileyou'rejust15andshouldn'tevenbe

thinkingaboutboys.Whatdoyoumeanhemakes

youfeellikeawoman,areyou?Uhmlike

Isi:NoI'mnotsleepingwithhimbuthehasasked

me.

Me:Takemyadvice.Don'tdoit.Heiswaytooldfor

youandyourfatherwillbemadandonlyGodknows

whathewoulddotoyou.We'llkeepthisbetweenus

andIhopeyou'llendyourrelationshipwithhim.

Maketherightchoice,youdonotwanttoshame

yourself,yourparentsandthisKingdom.You'rethe

futureQueenofsomekingdom,don'tletthatbe

ruined.

Isi:ThankyouSisNaye,you'regoodtotalkto.My

sistersneverlistentome.I'lltakeyouradvice,Idon't

wantmyfathertokillme.

Istoodupandwalkedtothedoor

Me:Andlastly,showsomerespect.Wipethose

tearsandgoapologizetoyourbrother.



#NNBBF

Hopeyouenjoy

Pleaselikeandcomment!

Suggestpagetofriendsandfriendsoffriends

[1/10,23:56]Tatenda:Insert22

Tosaythatthisdayhasbeenlongwouldreallybean

understatement,it'sbeenwaytolongandalothas

happenedinjustoneday.I'vediscoveredthingsthat

Ididn'tevenknow,whattheseersaidisstillallover

mymindandIdon'tthinkI'llgetoveritsoon.

HonestlyIamfrightenedandverycurioustoomost

ofallI'mconfused.Mylifehasn'tonlychangedabit

butitwillbechangingdrastically.NeverhaveIever

eventhoughtmylifewouldturnoutthisway.Ido

hopeIsiphilewilllistentomeandendthingswith

thatguy,heisalmostjustasoldasMayiand

Nongcebo,Nkosinathiwouldloosehismindifhe

wouldhearaboutthis.HereIamalreadykeeping

familysecrets,IwillnotmentionthistoanyoneandI



dohopeIsiphile'sbehaviordoesn'tescalateand

forcemetotalkabouthershenanigans.Its6:30pm

andwe'rewalkingtothedinninghallwherewe'll

havesupper.NkosiwaswithNoluthandoandthey

seemedtobehavingadeepconversation,Istillneed

togetusedtoseeingthemtogether.Deepdownin

myheartithurtsalittlebutI'llhealandgetusedtoit.

I'msureitalsodoeshurtwhensheseesustogether

also,it'sstillearlyandwe'realltryingtoadjustto

thismatter.Shesatnexttomeonthedinningtable

andLusandawasonmylefthandsidesittingright

nexttome.Nkosidoeshaveabigfamilyandhis

fatherwantsittobebigger,hedoesn'tlikethathe

onlyhas3grandchildren,Emihleisalsoincluded

there,IlaughedwhenheaskedmewhenamI

bringinghisgrandchildover.Ididn'thaveananswer

tothatbutNkosididsaywe'llcomewithhersoon,

TheKingisexcitedaboutmeetingher.I'msurehe

alsoknowsabouttheirspiritsbeingconnected

nonsensetheseertalkedabout,it'sstilljustallto

freshandhardtobelieve.MaybeastimegoesbyI'll

alsobelieveit.Itextedmymomabitearlieron

tellingthemthattheMkhize'swillcomeonthe20th



andtheKingwillalsobecoming.Shewassurprised

astohowthey'recominginjustaweekstimeandit

showsthattheyareeagerandwanttotakemeas

theirbrideassoonaspossible.ShedidtellmeI

shouldbehomebythe17thsowecouldprepare.I

don'tgetwhyIhavetocomethreedaysearlier.She

saysithassomethingtodowithmepreparingand

itsnecessarythatIcomesoI'dbeadvisedbyelderly

womansinceI'mnowgoingtobeawife.Wesaid

graceandwetuckedin,Ihavetosay,whoevercooks

thefoodweeatisjustanamazingcook.Sheshould

havebeenacheformaybeitisachef,I'dnever

know.NkosinathidoeshavehispersonalchefsoI

guessmaybetheyalsodohaveoneheretoo.

Ma:Youstillhavebothyourparentsmydaughter?

Me:YesmaIdo

Shenoddedandtherewasabitofsilence

King:Whatdoyourparentsdo?

Me:MyfatherisaProfessorandmymotherisa

nurse.TheybothstayinJohannesburginOrange

Farm



King:Iguesswehavetobookflights.

Mayi:Wesuredo

King:Andwhereareyougoing?

Mayi:Jo'burg,notthatI'llbegoingtonegotiateor

something.WhoknowsmaybeI'llmeettheloveof

mylifethereinOrangeFarm.PlusIneedtogoback

tomyhouse,I'msureitmissesme.

King:Doyouhaveanysiblings?

Me:YesIdo,2olderbrothersandsister,I'mthelast

child.

Ma:Howoldarethey?

Me:ThefirstsonLwaziis31,Lungelois29andmy

sisterNomkithais28.

Mayi:Isshesingle?MaybeI'dneedasugarmama

Wealllaughedandhismothersmackedhishand

Me:She'sactuallymarriedandhas3babies.

Nolu:Shewouldbeofnouse,she'snotroyaltyso

you'dbewastingyourtime.



Isi:Whatareyoutryingtosay?

IknewexactlywhatshemeantandIchosetojust

keepquietandenjoymyfood.I'mnotaboutto

participateincatfightsbecauseshe'sjusttryingto

provokeme.

Nolu:OhsorryIdidn'tmeanitthatway,Iforgotwe

haveacommonerher

Ma:You'vesaidenoughNoluthando.

Nkosi:LeavethistablerightnowNoluthando.

Nolu:IsaidI'msorry.Ireallydidn'tmeanto.Nayedo

youforgiveme?

Me:Noneedtoapologize,Iwasn'toffended.Idon't

needtheroyaltytitletodeterminemyworth.Nkosi

smiledatmeandwecontinuedhavingoursupper.

Dessertwasservedafterthatanditwasdelicious.I

hadmoreicecreamthoughthanthepudding.

King:We'llseeeachotherinthemorning.MaKhoza,

itwasgreatmeetingyouandIhopeyouhavea

goodnight.

HeleftthetableandtheQueenalsofollowedhim.



Mayi:Let'sgochillattheloungebeforeweallhead

tobed.

Me:Soundslikeagoodidea

Nongcebo:I'mleavingtomorrow

Lusanda:Youneverstaylong,justonedayand

you'regone.

Nongcebo:Ihaveahouse,ahusband,achildanda

job.

Lusanda:I'llbegraduatingonthe30thofMay,I'd

loveyoutocomepleaseSisNaye

Me:I'dlovetocome.

Nolu:Butwedidn'tknowaboutthat,willIalsogetan

invitation?

Mayi:Iknewaboutit.

Lusanda:Sorryonlyfivepeoplecancome.AndI

alreadyhavethatfive,sorry.

Nongcebo:Maybeweshouldheadtobed.

Nkosi:Greatidea.



Mayi:Goodnightguys

WeallsaidourgoodbyesandwewalkedtoNkosi's

housewithNoluwhilewewerehavingasmall

conversation

Nolu:Ihadtheroomspreparedforyouand

everythingisokay,evenfreshnewtowelsinthe

bathroom.I'llheadtomyhousenow,goodnight.

Me:Thankyou,goodnight.

Nolu:I'llbegoingtoworkearlytomorrowmorning

youwon'tseeme.ShesmiledandkissedNkosinathi.

Nolu:Goodnightmylove

Nkosi:Goodnight.

Thisisgoingtobehard!Ismiledandwegotinto

Nkosi'shouse.Itwasbeautifulwithakitchen,lounge

and4bedroomsand2bathrooms.Heshowedmeto

theroomI'dbesleepingintonight,hedoesn't

supporttheideaofmehavingtosleepinaseparate

roomwithhim,hefeelsthatitscompletely

unnecessary.WegotinandIstartedtofeelcoldas

hethrewhimselfonthebedandlaidtherelookingas



normalaspossible.Can'thefeelhowthisroomis

freezing,we'dfreezetodeathinhere.

Me:ItsfreezinginhereNkosinathi

Nkosi:Areyoucrazy?ItsveryhotinhereIshouldbe

openingtheairconditioner.

Icouldn'ttakeit,mybodystartedtoitch.Ineeda

bathmaybe,Iwalkedtothebathroombutitwasjust

gettingworse.Myskinwaseventurningreddueto

mescratchingit.

Nkosi:You'llbleedstopscratching.

Me:Nkosinathi,itscoldinhereandmybodyis

itching.

Nkosi:ButIcan'tfeelanything

Me:ButIcan!Iwasstartingtoevencry,thepain

wastoomuchtotakeandIwasliterallyfreezing.

Nkosi:Okaylet'sgetoutofhere,you'llsleepwithme.

Inoddedandcouldn'tevenspeakanymore.Heheld

meandlaidmedownonhisbedandcoveredme

withthefreshlinen.Iwasbeginningtofeelalot

betteranditwaswarminhere.



Nkosi:ShouldIprepareahotbathforyou?

Inoddedandhelookedatmeveryworriedly.Idon't

knowwhyI'mbeingsoemotionalaboutthisbutI

couldn'tstopcrying.Hetookoffmyclothesand

lookedangry.

Nkosi:YourbodyisredNayeandhasgreenspots

likeanallergicreaction.Buttherewasn'tanyflowers

there.

Ididn'tevenrespond,hecarriedmeandputme

insidethebathtub.Thewaterwassoothingandi

closedmyeyeswhilehebathedme.Hereallydidn't

havetobutwhenNkosiinsists,youcan'targue.

Nkosi:Areyoufeelingbetternow?

Me:YesIam.Joinmeplease

Nkosi:Thewaterisgettingcool.

Me:We'llchangethewaterandaddsomemore

bubbles,please.

Nkosi:Okayfine.

Wechangedthewaterandhejoinedme,Iwaslaying



onhischestandourtoestouchingandIwasrubbing

themtogetherandittickled Weweresilentfor

awhileandhestartedkissingmyneck.Iclosedmy

eyesandhesqueezedmyboobs.Iturnedaround

andkissedhimwhiletouchinghispenisandhe

groaned.

Nkosi:Let'sgetoutofherebeforeImurderyou

Welaughedanddriedourselves.Iwenttomybag

andtookmyunderwear

Nkosi:Whatsthatfor?

Me:FormetowearandI'llsleep.

Nkosi:That'snothappening.Mkhizewassleeping

peacefullyandyoudecidedtowakehimupandnow

youneedtotakecareofhim

Me:Really?

Nkosi:Yes,really.

IgiggledandtiptoedsoIcanreachhislipsandI

kissedhim.Thekissinggotintenseandweendedup

makinglove.Afterweweredonewecleanedeach

otherupandIworemypyjamas.Ilaidmyheadon



topofhischestandclosedmyeyesandlistenedto

himashesangforme.Ifeltlikealittlebabybeing

puttosleep.

#Nkosi

Todayhasbeenalong,confusingandinteresting

day.I'mhappythatmyforefathershaveaccepted

andblessedmymarriagewithNayeandthatshe

wasthechosenoneforme.Icouldneverbehappier

butalotconfusedmetooandtookmebysurprise

especiallytheEmihlepartandhergiftandusbeing

connectedspiritually.There'sjuststillalotcoming

ourwayduetowhattheseersaidaboutdarkness

beingtherebeforethelight.Ilovethenamegivento

Naye,she'sNokukhanyashe'sthelightinthisfamily

andIcannotwaituntilsheisofficiallymywife.What

happenedearlierthoughisstillonmymind,I'm

tryingtofigureoutwhatwasthecourseofthat

becausetherewerenoflowers,andnothingcloseto

causeanallergicreactionandI'mdefinatelysureit

wasn'tanallergicreaction.Iwassoangryand

worriedwhenIsawherbodylikethat,herstomach

isstartingtoshowanditlooksverycute.Hasthe



darknessstarted?Ihopenothingwillharmmybaby

andIwillmakesurenothingdoes.IheardNayecry

softlyyetshewasfastasleep.Shewassweating

andstartedcryinglouderscreaming"leaveus

alone."

Me:Nayewakeup!

Naye:Leaveusalone!

Ikeptonshakingherandtryingtowakeherupbut

nothingwashelping.Itooksomewaterandpoured

itonherfacebutshewasn'twakingup.Iputonmy

gownandcarriedher.Shewasshakingand

breathingheavily.Myphonewasalsoringingnon

stopandIjustputitinmypocketandwalkedtothe

Royalhouse.Iknockedhardonthedoorandthe

guardsopenedwhileMayiandIsicamerunning

fromupstairs.

Me:CalltheKingandtheseerimmediately!

Mayi:Okay

TheKingandQueencamerushingdownstairs

Dad:Whashappeninghere?



Me:Idon'tknow,shewon'twakeupandkepton

screamingleaveusalone.

Nongcebo:She'sgettingpaleyouguysthisis

serious,weshouldrushhertothehospital

Me:AnswerthisphoneIsi

Shetookmyphoneandanswered

Isi:ItsEmihle'sgrandma,thesamethingis

happeningtoEmihlebutshe'sspeakinginriddles.

Me:What!

Itookthephone

Me:Mawhat'shappening?

Mom(Naye'sMom):Shesaysboilwarmwaterand

putawarmtowelonherforeheadthencallhername.

Emihleiscalmnow

Me:Lusandabringboiledwaterandatowel.Mom

mayIspeaktoher?

Mom:Yes.

Emi:Daddy



Me:Areyouokaymyprincess?

Emi:Yesdaddybutmomisnotokay.Theyarestill

chasingher,she'snotsafe.

Me:Whoisthey?

Emi:I'msorrydadbutIcan'tseethem.Ican'tsee

theirfaces,onlytheirlegsareshowing.

Me:Getsomerestplease,I'llcallyouinthemorning.

Mommywillbefine.

Emi:Goodnightdad,Iloveyou.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

IgavemyphonetoIsiandputthewarmtowelonher

foreheadandcalledherthreetimesbutnothingwas

happening.

Me:Thisisnothelping!!

Nongcebo:CallherbytheNokukhanyanamemaybe

thatwillhelp.

Ilookedaroundandmymomwascryingandholding

ontoMayi.

Me:Nokukhanya,Nokukhanyawakeup.



Nothinghappened,shewaslayingtherelooking

lifelessyetshewasstillbreathing.

Me:Nokukhanya!

Icouldn'tdothisanymore,it'sbeenaveryverylong

timesinceIcriedbutnowIcouldn'tholdbackmy

tears.Ilookeddownandcriedsoftly.

Lusanda:She'sopeninghereyes!She'sopeningher

eyes!

Iheldherhandandsmiled,she'sawake.

Me:Nayeyouscaredme.

Naye:Whathappened?Wherearewe?

Me:We'reattheRoyalhouse.Youweren'twakingup

soIcamehereandyouwerescreaming,cryingand

gettingpale.Ijustdidn'tknowwhatwashappening

toyou.

Naye:Emihle!Shedisappeared!Shewasthere

helpingmerunaway.Butshedisappeared!

Me:Shecalledmeandtoldmewhattodosoyou'd

wakeup.



Naye:Nkosinathi,theywerechasingme.Iwas

havinganightmarebutitseemedtobesotruelikeit

wasreallyhappening.

Ma:Areyouokaynow?

Naye:I'mfeelingabitbetter.

King:Thisneedsseriousattention.Thishasnever

happenedbefore.

Me:EarlieronshealsoactedupwhenIshowedher

totheroomshe'dsleepin,shestartedsayingit's

freezingandherbodywasitching.Herentirebody

wasredandhadgreenspots.

Lusanda:ThisiswitchcraftI'mtellingyou.

Mayi:There'snosuch,nothinglikethishasever

happened.Weonlyseethatinmovies

Ma:Anditcanhappeninreality.

King:Let'snotjumpintoconclusions.Vulamasango

willexplaineverythingtousinthemorning.

Noluthandowalkedinandlookedaround

Thando:What'shappeninghere?



#NNBBF
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[1/10,23:56]Tatenda:Insert23

ItsThursdayandworkisjustsohectictoday,we've

beenonourfeetsince7am.I'mmorethantired,I'm

exhausted!Andveryhungryandlunchtimeisonly

anhourawayfromnow.Wecamebackfrom

Langelihleearlierthanexpectedbecauseofwhat

happened,Nkosinathididn'twantmetospend

anothernighttheresoweleft.TheRoyalparents

weren'thappyaboutusleavingbutwehadto.

Vulamasangocouldn'tseeanythingthatcausedthe

nightmareandhesuspectsthattheancestorswere

tryingtoshowmesomething.Idon'tknowwhatitis

butIwon'tworryaboutit,Ishouldn'tbestressedit's



notgoodformybaby.Speakingofmybaby,my

stomachisvisiblenowandyesithasmadethe

papers."LittleMkhizeontheway""Halfamillion

randringonDrKhoza'sfinger,wewonderhowmuch

theactualweddingringwillcost"Ididn'tevenknow

thatmyringwasworthhalfamillionrand,iasked

Nkosiaboutitandhesaiditstrue.Myprincessis

comingbacktomorrow! schoolswillbeopening

forthesecondtermandsheneedstobeready,

thoughI'msadI'llbeleavingherbehindwhenIhave

togohomeforthelobolanegotiations,sheneedsto

attendschoolandherdanceclasses.I'mexcited

aboutbeingNkosi'swifeandmoreexcitedabout

planningawedding.Myfriendsaremoreexcitedand

whatexcitesZandyandSnehmoreisthe

bacheloretteparty.Athiwalkswithmetotheoffice

andweorderedfoodfromSpur.Itcamein15mins

andwesatdownandate

Athi:Sohowhavethingsbeen?Iheardaboutwhat

happenedinLangelihle

Me:YeahitwasbadbutIdon'tremembermuch.

OnlyNkosicantellyouthefullstory.Buttheirseer



couldn'tfindexactlywhatcausedit,hesaidthisis

beyondhimandheguessedtheancestorswere

tryingtoconnectwithme.

Athi:That'sjustonanotherlevel,inmypointofview

youguysjustneedtofindoutwhoisbewitchingthat

familyandyou.I'vebeenthereandthingslikethat

canpossiblyhappen,itevenhappensinsuburbs.

Me:Iguesswe'llfindoutsoonorifithappensagain

whenI'mthere

Athi:You'restillgoingbackthere?

Me:Ihaveto,itwillbecomemyhomeverysoonso

there'snowayIcanavoidnotgoing.

Athi:Carryyourgun.

Me:Whatfor?Besidesit'salwayswithme.

Athi:Good,youneverknowwhatmighthappen.And

ifyoufindoutwhodidthis,don'thesitate.Justshoot

him/her.

Me:Yessir

Welaughedandcontinuedeating



Athi:Sohow'sthebaby?

Me:Itsokay,closetotwomonthsnow.

Athi:That'sgreat,enjoytherestofyourday

Nokukhanya.

Me:(laughs)Youalsoknowthatnamenow

Athi:Itsuitsyou.Hesaysashewinksandleavesmy

office.Itookoffmyshoesandwenttolaydownon

thecouchnexttomydesk,Ilockedthedoorand

tookalittlenap.

#Nkosi

I'mblessed,IseeNayeeverymorningandeachnew

dayseemslikeherbellygetsbigger.Ilovehowshe

looksyetshehateshowshewakesupwithherface

soswollen.ItdoeslookabitscarybutIdon'ttellher

causeshe'llcrysomuchanddon'ttalktomeatall.I

lovethatshe'sknowmoreopenandshowsher

emotionsandshe'smoody,asweirdasitisIenjoy

seeingherthatwaybecauseithardlyhappens.She's

alwaysjustcalmandcollectedsoseeingthis



differentsidetoherisreallyamazingandlikean

adventurebutIdon'tlikeitwhenshecriesalot.

Work!WorkhasbeenprettyhecticandImighthave

togobacktotheUnitedStatesbutthatwillhappen

afterthelobolanegotiations.We'redonewiththe

projectinLA,nowwe'vebeeninvitedtoit'slaunch

andIwillsayafewwords,myjobhasnowcome

withpublicspeaking.AllthatI'veeverdreamedofis

comingtrueandforthatI'mveryverygrateful.My

PAwalksinquicklylikeshe'sbeingchasedby

someone

PA:Sir,MrAthihasbeentryingtocallyoubutyou're

notanswering.Hesaysitsurgent,cometothe

hospitalimmediately.

Me:Thankyou.TellJohntocoverupformeand

attendallmymeetings.Itookmycarkeysandranto

theelevator,itwastakingitsowntime.Igottomy

parkinglot,gotintomycarandspedoff.

Iwonderwhat'shappening?Ihopeeverythingis

okay.Igottothehospitalinlessthan10mins,itsnot

thatfarawayfrommybuilding.Irantothe

receptionist.



Her:MrMkhizethankgodyou'reherenow.Goto

room256ontheflooryouuse.

Me:Thankyou.

IwalkedpassNaye'sofficeandtherewerefire

brigadiersstoppingafirewithfireextinguishers.

Whatthehellhappenedhere!IgottotheroomIwas

toldtogoandAthiwastherewithNayelayingonthe

bedwithbreathingmachinesonher.

Me:What'sgoingon!Whathappened!?

Athi:Calmdown,she'sokay.Therewasafireinher

officebutwemanagedtogetherout.Herdoorwas

lockedandshewassleeping,didn'tsmellorfeelthe

heatofthefire.Wehadtobreakdownthedoor,

miraculouslyeverythingburntdownbutshedidn't.

NkosinathiI'veneverseensuchbefore,thatwasn't

anordinaryfire.

Ihadmyhandsonmyfaceandwassofuriousasto

whathasbeenhappening!Whyisn'tallthis

happeningtomeinsteadofher?

Me:Thebaby?



Athi:Noharm.TheyarebothokaybutNayecan't

breathprobably.

Me:Thankyou,thankyouverymuchAthi.

Athi:We'refamilyman,I'ddoanythingtosaveher

lifeandyours.Ohweevenhavealittleonenow.

We'regoingtobebuyingmoretoys.

Ilaughedandhepattedmyshoulderandleft.Isat

onthecouchnexttoherbedandheldherhand.

Me:MaHlase,I'msorry.I'msorryIwasn'tthereto

saveyouwhenyouneededme.I'msorryyouhaveto

gothroughallthis,ifyouhadn'tmetmenoneofthis

wouldbehappeningtoyou.IswearI'lldoeverything

thatIcantoprotectyouandourchildrenandtofind

outwhatcausedthisfire.

Naye:JustknowIwasn'ttryingtocommitsuicide

Me:You'reawake,ThankGod.Iknowyouwouldn't

dothat,whathappened?

Naye:Ihonestlydon'tknowNkosinathi.Ilockedthe

doorsoIcouldtakeanapwithoutanydisturbance.

AndIslept,that'sallIremembertillIwokeupandI



washere,Athitoldmetherewasafireinmyoffice

butIdon'trememberthathappening.Idon'teven

knowwhatcould'vecauseditcausethereisn'tany

substancesinmyofficesthatcouldcausefire.No

onecouldcomeinandstartafirebecauseIlocked.

Me:Thewindows?

Naye:Ionlyhaveonewindowanditwasclosed

sinceIhadtheairconditioneron.Didanything

happentoourbaby?

Me:No,nothinghappened.She'sokay

Naye:Whydoyousayshe?Maybeitsaboy

Me:Iknowit'sagirl.

Naye:We'renotrevealingthegendertillitsthe

babyshower.

Me:That'snothappeningNaye,plusyou'rebeing

unfairyou'llknowthegenderbyjustlookingatthe

scans.

Naye:Okayfine.You'reright

Me:I'malwaysright.You'renotcomingbacktowork,

thisplaceisn'tsafeforyouandthebaby



Naye:Iwon'tdothat,Iwon'tstayathome.I'llbe

workingNkosinathiandthat'sit.

Me:Nayedon'tbestubbornaboutthis.Mydecision

isfinal

Naye:We'llseeaboutthat,I'llbecomingtoworkfirst

thingtomorrowmorning.

Me:Doyoueverlisten!?

Naye:Don'tyoudareraiseyourvoiceatme,I'mnot

yourchild.Iwillnotlistentononsenseandletyou

dictatemylife!Closethedooronyourwayout.

Me:Whatdoyoumeanbythat?

Naye:Itsimplymeansgetout!

Me:I'mnotdoingthat.

Shestartedscreamingandcallingsecurity,sheis

reallycrazy!Likecompletelyloosingit.

Me:You'recausingunnecessarydrama

Naye:I'mbeingdramaticNkosinathi?Security!!

Theseidiotscamerunningandholdingme



Me:LetmegobeforeIrearrangeyourdamnfaces!

Security1:Sirwe'rejustdoingourjob,pleaseleave.

Me:Listenandlistencarefully,I'mnotleavingmy

wifehere.

Naye:Iwanthimtoleave!

Athicamerushingin.

Athi:What'sgoingonhere?

Naye:Iwanthimtoleave!

Me:I'mnotgoinganywhereAyabonga!

Athi:ItsokaysecurityIgotthis.

Naye&I:Yougotwhat?!

Athi:Youtwocannotbeturningagainstme.I'm

helpingyouhere.

Naye:HesaidI'mbeingdramatic!Canyoubelieve

that?

Athi:Nkosinathiisverystupid.SorryNaye,getsome

restandI'lltalktohim.Let'sgoNkosi

WeleftNayeandshehadahugesmileonherface.



Thiswomanwilldrivemecrazy,butIcan'thelp

myselfIloveherandImissheralready.

Athi:Numberonerule:Neverupsether.

2)Alwaysagreewithwhatshesays.

3)Don'tcommentonhereatinghabitsjustsupport

her

4)Donotsayshe'sdramatic,crazyorannoying.

5)Givehergoodsex.

Nowtheseruleswillhelpyouthroughouther

pregnancy.They'lllastyoutillDecember

Me:She'llbegivingbirthinDecember?

Athi:Yes

Me:I'llneedtherapy,itsalmostliketheentireyear!

Athi:Youcouldn'tkeepyourzipclosed.Sosufferthe

consequences.

Me:Whatever.We'reallborninDecemberwell

besidesher.She'saJulybaby.

Athi:You'rereallyahappyfamilyman.Iwasalso



thinkingofjustsettlingdowntoo.I'mturning30man,

nowife,nogirlfriend,nokids.That'sjustnotwhatI

wantwithmylife.Iwanttohavesomeonewhocalls

metheirhusbandandtheirfather.

Me:Itwillhappen,youcannotdieabachelor.

Athi:Andwastethesegoodlooks?Never.Snehis

justsostubbornbutshe'sfinallyagreedtogoona

datewithme,Ihopeithelps.Ihatelovingherthis

much.

Me:Iknowthefeeling,Iwasinyourshoesnotso

longago.ButIguessitsallworthit.Likelookatme

now,youshouldseemeasarolemodel,I'man

inspirationtoyou,BongaandMpho

Athi:Whateverman.I'mgoingbacktoworknow,

takeyourcrazywifehome.

Me:Letmegotrymyluck,Ihopeshe'scalmeddown.

WelaughedandfistbumpedthenIwenttoNaye's

roomandfoundhercryingwithherlegsfoldedlikea

baby,shereallydoeslooklikeEmihle.

Me:Babewhat'swrong?



Naye:Youleftme!YouleftmeNkosinathi!

Shethrewapillowatme,Iwasliterallylaughing

insidebutdidn'tshowitcauseshe'sgoingtoflip.

Me:I'msorry,Ishouldn'thaveleftyou.Comelet'sgo

homenow

Naye:Nkosinathiyouhurtme,whydidyouleaveme?

IwantedtosayyoutoldmetoobutAthi'srules

mightjustwork.

Me:I'msorry,Iwasafool.Iloveyou

Naye:Iloveyoutoo.

Icarriedherandtookherbag,wewalkedoutandher

colleagueswerelookingatus,Nosypeople.Iputher

inthecarandstrappedherseatbelt

Me:Wantsomethingtoeat?

Naye:ChickenLickenplease

Me:Butyouhateit

Naye:IwantchickenlickenNkosinathi.

Me:YesMam.



Itsstillaveryverylongjourneyahead.Iboughtwhat

shewantedbutshejustonlyonepeiceandshewas

done.Emihlewilleatit,causeshelikesit.We'reon

ourwaytofetchEmihlefromschoolandsheisn't

havinganydanceclassesorsporttoday.Iparked

whereIusuallydobutshewasn'ttherewaitingfor

me.

Me:I'llgolookforher.

Iwenttoherclassandluckilyherteacherwasthere.

Me:Goodafternoon,I'mlookingforEmihleKhoza.

Teacher:OhEmihlewasn'tfeelingwelltoday,she's

bythesickroom.Followmeplease

Me:Whatwaswrongwithher?

Teacher:Shesaidsomethingaboutburning,shewas

sweatingandwerushedhertothesickroomandthe

schoolsnursetookcareofher.She'sokaynow

though,justgettingsomerest.

Wegotthereandshewassleepingpeacefully.I'm

angryandhurt,thiscan'tbehappeningtoachild.

She'stooyoungtobegoingthroughallthis.Ineed



tospeaktoVulamasangoaboutthis.Emihleistoo

young,thiswillaffectherschoolwork.Icarriedher

andtookherbag.

Me:Pleasecallmewheneverthishappensagain.

Callmeimmediately.

Teacher:Yeswewill.

Me:Thankyouverymuch.

Nayesawusapproachingandrantous.

Naye:What'swrongwithher?

Me:Getinthecar,I'lltellyouthere.

Naye:I'llsitwithher.Shetookherandsheheldher

closely

Me:Makesureshe'scomfortable.

Naye:Iwill.

NayewasalreadycryingbeforeIcouldeventellher

what'swrong.Ijusthatethis,Ihateitreally.Its

hurtingmyfamily!Can'titalljusthappentome!

Me:Theysayshewassweatingandkeptonsaying

she'sburning.Iguessitwasthesametimethefire



incidenthappened.

Naye:Nkosinathishe'stooyoungtogothroughall

this.

Me:IknowNaye,I'lltalktoVulamasango.

Maybethere'sawaytostopallthis.

Naye:We'llgotochurch

Me:That'salsoanotheridea.I'lldropyouoff

Naye:We'reallgoingNkosinathi.

WownowI'llneedtogotochurch,whenlastdidI

evengothere.I'lltellmygentstocomewith,we

reallyneedtoprayhard.Wehaven'tbeenthereinso

manyyears.IlookedatthemasNayeplayedwith

Emihle'shair.ThisisreallyhurtingthemandIcan't

letthiscontinuehappening.

#NNBBF
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#Noluthando

I'vebeenfeelingreallytiredforthelastfewdays,I

evendon'tlikegoingtoworkanymoreanditsalljust

takingastrainonmebecauseI'mnotusedtonot

doinganything.Ilovebeingonmyfeetandworking,

that'swhyI'mthebestLawyerinmyfirmandInever

looseanycase.ItsalwaysbeenwhatIwanttodo

andI'llneverstoplovingLaw.I'veworkedwithtop

casesandhavewonthemall.Itallpaysoff,I'm

doingwellformyself,IhavemoneyandI'mableto

provideformyself.I'mmakingmyselfproudandmy

parentsproudtoo,wellthat'siftheyevenrecognize

whatIdo.GrowingupI'vealwaysbeensecondbest,

I'mthemiddlechildandIhavetwosiblings,both

boysandthemostimportantpeopleinmyparent's

eyes.I'veneverbeenlovedorcaredforthewaythey

werecaredfor.Iwenttoatopschoolsjustbecause

theydidn'twantpeopletoseethatI'mtreated

differentlybutifitwereaccordingtotheirdesires,I

wouldn'tevenhavewenttoschool.Iworkedhardat

schoolbecauseIknewmygoalandIknewIwanted



toleavehomebuttheonlywayI'ddothatwastobe

marriedofftosomeprince.LuckilyIwasmarriedoff

tosomeonewhoallowedmetocontinueworking

anddidn'tstandinthewayofmakingmydreams

cometrue.MymarriagetoPrinceNkosinathiMkhize

wasmygreatestachievementinmyfather'seyes

becauseitbroughthimfame,goodallianceand

wealth.Hehadalwaysdreamedtomarrymeofftoa

richKingdomsohewouldgetmoney,myfatherisa

greedyandcruelman.Ihadhighhopesandthought

I'dbeinahappyrelationshipbecauseNkosinathi

seemedgenuineandkindhearted.ButIgotmarried

tosomeonewhoisinlovewithanotherwoman.I

pushedthatthoughtawaybecauseIknewhe'd

eventuallyforgetaboutherandlovemethenwelive

happilyeverafterandleadtheKingdomtogether.My

firstimpressionofNkosinathiwashisphysical

appearance,heisveryhandsomeandhe'sbody

makesmeweak.Onourweddingnightwemade

loveandhetookmyVirginity,that'swhenIfell

deeplyinlovewithhimyetthatwasthefirstandlast

timehetouchedmeinanintimateway.This

frustratedmealot,hetalkedtomeaboutitandhe



saidhefeltasifheisbetrayingthegirlheisinlove

withbutwhatpuzzledmewasthathewasn'teven

togetherwithherandhedidn'tfeelguiltywhenhe

sleptwithotherwomanbuthefeltguiltywhenhe

sleptwithme?Howwasthatevenpossible.Itdid

hurtmeandlowermyselfesteem,itactually

destroyedmebutIdecidednottohaveaheavyheart

andpretendasifeverythingisokay.I'mjustaghost

inthisfamily,nothingIsayordoistakento

recognition.AtleastIsiphilesometimesspendstime

withme,wegoshoppinganddogroceries.Well

that'sjustaboutit.Nkosinathidoestakecareofme

financiallybygivingmeanallowanceeverymonth

plusmysalary,Ihaveenoughmoneytobuyanything

Iwantandneed.When2yearsofourmarriage

passed,Iknewtherewasjustnohopeforme,even

aftertwoyearshehasn'teventouchedme,iftried

wearingsexylingerie,IevenboughtapolesoIcould

stripforhimbuthedidn'tevengetaboner.Iwas

startingtothinkthatmaybehe'smanhoodhassome

sortofproblembutheprovedmewrong.Hetoldme

whenhestartedhisrelationshipwithNayeandtold

menottotryandcontactherandtellherthathe's



marriedandIdecidedtobeagoodgirlanddoashe

says.Thegoodgirlactwouldworkformeastime

wentbyanditsureis!Itgotseriouswhenhe

proposedtoherandworstofallshe'spregnant!I've

neverevengotthechancetobarebabiesforhim.

TheKingdomthinksI'mabaranwomanespecially

thoseoldulgycouncilmembers.Iknewshewould

neverwanttobesecondwife,butsheprovedme

wrongandthatupsetme!YetIkeptmygoodgirlact

andsmiled.Butdeepinside,I'mhurt.IwantedNkosi

tobemineandminealone,butIjusthavetowait.

Theysaypatienceisavirtue.Allmyhardworkwill

payoffattheend.I'lljustwaitandwatchasit

unfoldsrightinfrontofmyeyes.Ihatehow

everyoneinthisfamilylovesNayeandshe's

acceptedbytheancestors!Whatnonsenseisthat?

Sheisn'tevenRoyalty,Iam!AndIwillcarrytheHeir

ofthisKingdom,thefutureKingofLangelihle.She

wasevengivenanameNokukhanya!Iwasn'tgiven

anynamebuttheyhavetheaudacitytodothatfor

her?Whodoesshethinksheis.Thisstupid

Vulamasangoseerhastobeverymistaken,allthat

hesaidaboutNayeismeantforme.Naye?What



stupidnameisthat?Iwonderwheredoesshecome

fromandwhatdidsheuseonNkosithatisso

strong?IwilllookforitandNkosiwilllovemeas

morethanhelovesNaye!Iamworkingdamnhard

ongettingheroutofthepicture,butthatwillhappen

goodandslowly.Shewillnevermakeittothealter

andsay'Ido',I'llmakesureofthat.Whoisshethat

she'llgettodoawhiteweddingwhenIthefirstwife

didn'tgetit?Shehasalotcomingherway,shewon't

beabletostaywithNkosi.She'sstubbornthough,if

shesayswithNkosi.Sheleavesmewithnoother

choicebuttotakeheroutpermanentlyandneverget

toseeherpreciousNkosiandEmihle,thatspoiltbrat

willnotlivelong.I'vebeenplanningongoingto

Durbanbutthatwillhappenatitsowntime,soIcan

finallymeetthisbratandfinishheroff.Whoknows?

MaybeifIkeepheraliveandhermotherdead,I'dbe

areallygreatstepmom.Everythingwillworkoutfor

thebetter!Justwaitandsee

#Naye

Nkosinathihasbeensulkingsinceyesterday,heis



unhappythatI'llbegoinghomeandhe'llhaveto

sleepalone.HesaysIowehimbecauseItookhim

tochurch,theyallcame,Bongadidparticipateabit

andtherestwerejustnotsointerestedMphoeven

endedupfallingasleep.Midservicetheystoodup

andwenttochilloutside,likewhodoesthat?ButI

foronewashappytobeatchurchandIfeltreally

better,insideandoutside.Itwasrevivingandjust

clearedmyheadandalotofweightwaspickedoff

myshoulders.Godhasneverforsakenmeandhe

keepsmebytheshadowofhiswings.IknowIwalk

withdivineprotectionandhisanointingisallover

meandmyfamily.I'mhavinglunchwithmyfriends

todaybeforeIgotoJo'burg,Nkosinathiinsistedthat

Idon'ttakeaflightbutinsteadhe'lldrivemetoJozi

andthey'llstayinMayibongwe'shouse,he'salso

drivingwithus.They'llpickmeupafterIhavemy

lunchandwe'llbeofftoJHB.Emihlewillstaybehind

withhernannyandGog'Zondi(thehelper)sinceshe

stillhastogotoschool.Theirdriverwillalsobe

theretotakethemwherevertheyneedtogo.Igotto

Pavilionandwe'llbemeetingatRedSquare.Igot

thereandIwaslate!EvenSiyahasarrived



Bee:Heychubbycheeks

Me:Whatever,aretheythatbad?

Ntoko:Notheynotbabe,youlookgorgeous.

Wehadasmallconversationwhileshoppingfor

makeupandafterthatwewenttoOceanbasket

becauseIwascravingforsomeseafood.Wesat

downandordereddrinkswhilewedecidedwhatwe

wantedtoeat.

Zee:Sowhenshouldwestartpreparingforthebaby

shower?

Me:it'sstilljustAprilandI'mgivingbirthin

Decembersonotanytimesoon

Siya:Iguesswe'replanningtheweddingthen

Me:Yesweare!ButIdon'twantanythingoverthe

top.Ijustwantsomethingsimple.

Zandy:You'resosimpleNaye,myweddingwillbe

broadcastingliveoneachandeveryfuckenchannel

onTV!Ifyoudon'twatch,you'rearrested

WealllaughedoutloudatthenonsenseZandyjust

said.



Kamo:Youthinkyouowntheworld

Belinda:You'dhavetomarrythepresident

Zandy:Heisn'tcapableofdoingthatforme,I'll

marryJesus,allthingsarepossiblewithhim

Me:Amentothatgirl!

Weorderedourfoodandsomethingvery

unexpectedandsurpsinghappened.

Me:Noluthandoiscallingme.

Siya:Whatdoesshewant?

Me:Idon'tknow

Ntoko:Putitonloudspeaker.

Ididsoandanswered

Nolu:Ithoughtyouweren'tgoingtoanswer

Me:No,Iwasstilllookingformyphone.

Nolu:Ohokay.Iheardaboutthefire,areyouguys

okay?

Me:Yeswe'reallfine.Thankyouforcheckingupon

us.



Nolu:Ihaveto.We'refamilynow.Ineedtoaskyou

something

Me:Suregoahead

Nolu:Sinceyou'reagynaeandyou'realsopregnantI

thoughtitsbestifIaskedyou,I'vebeenfeelingreally

tired,vomitinginthemorningandnausea,arethose

thesignsofpregnancy?

Ifeltasifmyheadisspinning,she'spregnant?I'm

hurtalittleanditseemsNkosihasbeensleeping

withher.WhyamIevenjealous?She'shiswife.

Me:Yestheyare,youshouldtakeapregnancytest

justtomakesure,itmightalsobeaflueorsome

minordisease.

Nolu:Really?

Me:Yes.Willthatbeall?

Nolu:Yes,goodbyeandgoodluckwiththeLobola

negotiations.

Me:Thankyou.

Iendedthecallanddrankwater



Zandy:She'ssuchaliar.

Sneh:Itcan'tbepossible,she'sjustdoingthatto

spiteyou.

Me:Howwouldyouknow?Maybethey'vebeen

havingsexandshegotpregnant.Plusit'snotabig

deal,she'llgivebirthtothefutureKing.

Zee:Idon'tlikeher

Siya:Metoo,there'sjustsomethingoffabouther.

Me:Youguysdon'tevenknowher.

Belinda:Idon'tevenwanttoknowher

Ntoko:You'resomean.

Welaughedandateourfood.InallhonestyIknew

myfriendswouldneverlikehermaybenotbecause

ofherpersonalitybutbecausetheyjustwouldn'tlike

herperiod.We'remarriedtothesameguyanditsall

juststillfreshtomeandthem.I'mslowlygetting

usedtoit.Maybeherbeingpregnantwillbeokay,

we'llgotothedoctortogetherandgettoknoweach

otherbetterandwhoknows,wemightevenget

alongverywellandmyfriendswillchangetheir



feelingstowardsher.ButI'mnottoosureofthat.

OnceweweredoneIpaidthebillandwewent

shoppingforagroceriesthatI'llgohomewith,the

yardwillbefilledwithmanyauntiesanduncles,

somethatIdon'tevenknow.MayibongweandNkosi

arrivedandtookthegrocerytrollies.

Me:Goodbyegirls,willseeyouwhenIcomeback

Siya:Callusandtellushoweverythinggoes

Zee:Weloveyou!

WehuggedandIwenttothecarandstappedmy

seatbelt.

Mayi:Hadfuntoday?

Me:YesIdidhavesomuchfun.

Theyfirstarguedaboutwhowilldriveandtheywill

taketurns.Nkosiwasthefirsttodrive.Itwould've

beenmucheasierifwejustbookedflights.

Me:Igotacallfromyourwifetoday

Nkosi:Ohwow,whatdidshewant?

Me:She'spregnant



Theybothlaughedoutloud

Mayi:Whatdidyousay?

Me:I'mserious,shesaidshe'sbeenhavingnausea,

vomitingeverymorningandfeelstired.Thoseare

symptomsofpregnancy,Itoldhertotakea

pregnancytest.

Nkosi:Congratulationstoher.Wellbabeitseither

shewasjustdrunkandwishestobepregnantor

she'simpregnatedbyanotherman.CauseI'venever

eversleptwithheragainsinceourweddingnight.

Mayi:Ididtellyoushe'scrazyNkosinathi

WeendeduplaughingandIfeltrelieved,I'msorryif

thisiswrongbutI'mhappysheisn'tpregnantandI

knowitmightbecruelofmeandnotdoingthings

thepolygamouswaybutNkosinathiismymanandI

dogetjealousoverhim.Ijustwishhewasmineand

minealonebutIgothimasamarriedmanand

there'snothingIcandoaboutit.

Me:Soonerorlateryou'llhavetosleepwithher.

You'llneedanheirtotakeupthethroneafteryou.



Nkosi:We'lldealwiththatwhenthetimecomes.My

phoneranganditwasmysisterNomkitha!Ihaven't

heardfromherinawhile ,wecallherDodo,well

that'shernickname.Shewasgivenitbymylate

grandma.

Me:Dodo,you'vebeenscarce.

Dodo:Heylittlesis!Howareyou?

Me:I'mgoodandyourself?

Dodo:I'mokay,justtired.I'vebeencookingallday

fortheseunclesofyours

Me:You'rehome!!!

Dodo:OfcauseIam,Iwouldn'tmissitfortheworld.

Icamehomeyesterday.

Me:I'msohappyyou'rehomesis.

Dodo:EvenPhelokaziandLeboarehere.

PhelokaziandLeboaremycousinsfrommyfather's

side.

Me:I'msoexcited!Wehaven'tseeneachotherfor

solong!



Dodo:I'llbewaitingforyoutoarrive.Pleasebuya

caseofcooldrinksweneedit.

Me:Iwill,Ididgetsomegroceriestoo.

Dodo:You'redrivinghere?Nayeyou'repregnant!

Me:I'mpregnantnotdisabled.PlusNkosiwould

neverletmedriveallthisway.He'sdrivingandwe're

alsowithhisbrotherMayibongwe

Dodo:OhdogreetthemformeandI'mexcitedto

meetthem.

Me:I'lldothatandI'msuretheylookingforwardto

meetingyoutoo,butyoudoknowyouwon'tsee

themtoday,you'llseethemSaturday.

Dodo:Argh!Whatever.NowbyeIneedtofinishup

here.

Me:Goodbyesisi,Iloveyou.LungeloandLwaziare

home?

Dodo:Yes.Byebye

SheendedthecallandIwassmiling

Nkosi:Iseethatcalljustmadeyouveryhappy.



Me:Yesitdid

Nkosi:I'mgladyou'rehappyMrsMkhize.

HeputhishandonmythighandMayismackedhis

hand.

Mayi:Behaveyourself,youhornybastard.Notin

frontofanadult

Wealllaughedandweplayedsomemusic.Thisis

goingtobeafuntrip!WaybetterthantheflightI

wanted.

#NNBBF
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Itsbeengreat,beingathomeisreallygoodforme.It

justremindedmeoftheolddayswhereIcameback

fromschool,cookedwithmymotherandwe'dhave



supperasafamilyandthelaughter!Itwasjuston

anotherlevel.Wewerealwaysjustahappyfamily

andwestillare.Myfatherdidcallmeandwehad

somesortofmeeting.Basicallyhejustwantedto

knowmoreaboutNkosinathiandhowIfeelabout

beinginapolygomousmarriage.Wetalkedfor

aboutthreehoursandhewassupportingmeandhis

wordswere"Youshouldnevergiveuponyour

marriage"ThatmeantalottomeandI'llalwayskeep

itinmind.Ithasworkedforhimforthepast37years

andtheystillinlovewithoneotherliketheyjustmet

yesterday.Nomarriageisperfect,theyallhave

obstaclesandsomefallapartandsomedon't,I

guessit'salluptoyouandyourpartnerandthelove

youhaveforoneanotherandhowmuchit'sworth.

I'msuremymarriagewillalsocomewithitstroubles

moreespeciallysinceit'snotjustmeandNkosibut

there'salsoNoluthando.Ijusthopeeverythingwill

workoutforthebetterandItrustthatNkosinathi

canhandleitandleadus.Myfathertoldmetonever

takethestaringwheelanddragmyhusbandbythe

nose,thatIshouldrespecthimasthemanofthe

house.Iamhisrightfulhelperanditismydutyto



pickhimupwhenhefallsanddonotruleoverhim

justbecauseheisathisweakness.Thatasmuchas

heisthemanofthehouse,Iasthewomanshould

havemyvoiceandbeheard.Don'tletmyopinions

andchoicesbeoppressedallinthenameofbeing

submissive.HiswordshavegroomedmeandI'm

happythatmyfathersupportsme,encouragesme

andlovesme.Heisreallymynumbermanandthe

closesttomyheart.It's7:30amandNkosinathi's

negotiatorswillbehereat8:00am,Ijusthopethey

won'tbelateandmyfatherwon'tbetoohardon

them.Itookabathandworealongnavyskirtthat

reachesmyankles,ablacklongsleeveshirtanda

whiteheadwrap.Iputonmysocksandsleepersand

wenttothekitchen.Mysister,cousinsandmom

werecookingandtheyreallywentallout.

Me:Goodmorningladies.Smellsgoodinhere

Mom:Itwouldsmellbetterifyouhadwokenupearly.

Nayeyou'regettingmarriedbutstillwakingupat7?

Me:Momplease,Ineedmybeautysleeporallthese

menwillgobackwiththeirlobolabeforetheyeven

gethere.



Phelo:Sitdownandhavebreakfast

Me:Noworries,I'lljusthaveyoghurt

Dad:Youwillnotstarvemygranddaughter

Me:Itmightbeaboydad,Nkosialwayssaysit'sa

girl.

Dad:Fathersinstincts.

Dodo:They'rehere!They'rehere!

Dad:Naye,makemesometea.Ineedtojustsit

downandrelax.

Me:Dadpleasetellmeyouwon'tmakethemwait

long.TheMkhongiistheKinghimself,hecan'tbe

standingoutthere.

Dad:HemightbeKing,butnotinmyhousebabygirl.

Nowmakethatteaandaddsomebiscuits.

Ma:Yourfatherhadtowaitalmosthalfthedayand

myfatherwasreallyatouchbuttocrack.Wejust

continuedhavingagreatconversationwhilethe

Mkhize'swerescreamingtheirlungsoutatthegate.

Aftertwolonghoursmyfatherfinallyopenedfor

them



Ma:Itstimeforyougirlstogotoyourroom.

Wewentthereandsheliterallylockedusinside.Its

betternowsinceI'mlockedwithmysisterand

cousins,yesterdayIwaslockedinherewithold

auntiesandgranniesgivingmeadviceabout

marriage,somearen'tevenmarriedyetandsome

havebeenmarriedmorethanonce.

Dodo:Areyousureyouwanttogoaheadwiththis?

Wecanstillstopit.

Me:YesI'mdefinitelysureandIloveNkosinathi.

Lebo:Weknowyoudoandit'sallvisibleinyoureyes.

You'veneverbeenthishappy,butasyoursisterswe

willalwayslookoutforyou.

Phelo:We'veneverhadanyonemarryintoRoyalty

andpolygamyinthisfamilybeforebutwetrustthat

you'vethoughtthisthroughandsupportyou100%

Dodo:Howisshelike?

Me:Who?

Dodo:Yoursisterwife,Noluthando.

Me:She'sokay,she'squietandkind.She'sneverhad



aproblemwithmeandNkosi.

ShehasmadesomeunpleasantcommentsbutI

completelyunderstoodbecauseshehadnever

thoughtshe'dhavetoshareherhusbandsomeday.

Lebo:She'sneverslappedyou,threatenedyou,tried

tostabyou,threatenedtodivorceNkosiorbeatyou

up?

Me:Noshehasn't,Idon'tthinkshe'sthattypeof

person.

Lebo:Toogoodtobetrue,justwatchoveryourself

babe.

Phelo:Notthatwe'retryingtoscareyoubutwe're

lookingoutforyouandIknowNkosiwillprotectyou.

Shemightbelegitandshemightnotbe.

Me:ThanksguysI'llkeepthatinmind.

Dodo:IjustwanttomeetNkosialready.

Me:You'llseehim,hesaidthey'llcomeforlunch

afterallisdone.

Phelo:They?



Me:Yes.He'swithMayibongwe,hisbrother.

TheynoddedandwesatandIgotacallfromNkosi

Me:Baba

Nkosi:Ohwow,nowI'mbeingcalledBaba.Youhave

surprisesmydear

Me:(laughs)Thiswasthefirstandlasttimeyouhear

mesaythat.Howareyou?

Nkosi:I'mnotwellatall

Me:Why?Anythingwrong?Areyousickagain?

Nkosi:I'mlovesick,Ihaven'tseenyouin2daysNaye!

That'sjustsoheartbreaking,I'msoclosetocrying.

Me:You'rejustbeingababy,you'llseemeinafew

hours.

Nkosi:Ireallymissyou

Me:Imissyoutoo

Mysisterswerelike"Aaaaaaah,Ncooooh'makingall

thesecomments.Nkosilaughed

Nkosi:Whoareyouwiththere?



Me:Nomkitha,LeboandPhelokazi

Nkosi:Sendmygreetings,yourbrotherisdrunk

alreadyIjustdon'tknowwhichoneitis

Me:Howdoyouknow?Lungelo,Lwazidoesn'tdrink

alcohol.

Nkosi:We'reparkedacrossyourhouseandhe's

comingthisway.

Istoodupandlookedbythewindowandmysisters

followed.

Me:OhIseeyourcar.

Nkosi:Mayiisaskingwho'sthegirlinaredtop?I

don'tknowhowhecanseethatormaybehe'sjust

beingcrazy

Me:It'sPhelokazi.Hesawquiteclearly.

Dodo:Someone'scoming!

Me:Babegoodbye!

Iendedthecallandwesatlikenothingwas

happening.Ifeellikewe'rejustlittleteenagerstoday.

Thedooropenedanditwasmymom.



Mom:Coveryourselvesup,Lebowhereisyourdoek?

Lebo:I'llputiton

Wedidasshesaidandthensheledthewaytothe

lounge.Wepracticedthisyesterday Momdidn't

wantustoembarrassher.

Uncle:Thesearetheflowersofthisyard.Pickthe

oneyou'veseen

King:Thesecondonefromtheleft,withthenavy

skirt.

Father:Therestmaygobackyourtheroom.

Ayabongamydaughterdoyouknowthesepeople?

Me:Yesfather.

Father:Youmaygobacktoyourroom.

Istoodupandwenttoourroom.

Dodo:I'veneverbeenunderoneroofwithaKing.

Lebo:Thisisthefirsttime.I'msureourfather'sfeel

veryhonoured.

Me:Ijusthopetheynotgivingthemahardtime.



Momcameinagain

Mom:You'reneededthatside,comequickly.

Me:Whatfor?

Mom:Idon'tknow

WewentbackandIwastakenbysurprisewhenI

sawNkosinathitheretoo.Theyaredonewiththe

lobolaandtheypaideverythingupfrontandthe

cowswillbecomingtomorrow.

Dad:ThisyoungmanherealsowantsEmihleto

changehersurnametoMkhize,wecanonlydothat

withyourpermissionandpermissionfromthe

Mbambo's

WowIdidn'tknowaboutthis,Ineverthought

Nkosinathiwouldwanttodothat.Ijustgot

emotionalandnodded.

Me:Igivehimmypermission.HesmiledandI

smiledback.

King:Thankyoumakoti.

Iwentbacktotheroom,Istillneedtospeakto

NkosiabouttheMbambo'sthosepeoplearegreedy



andtheydon'teventakeEmihleastheirown.Ihave

afeelingthatthey'llcausetroubleandwantlotsof

moneyjustbecauseNkosinathiisRoyalty.They'll

usemydaughterastheirticketoutofpovertyjust

liketheyusedmeandmademepayfornonsense.

HonestlyspeakingIdon'tlikethatfamily,wellIhate

them.Idon'tknowwhereNdumisogothisgood

heartfrom,maybefromhislatemother.Theyareall

justgreedyandnothingmatterstothembesides

money.

Dodo:Let'sgoguysweneedtostartservingthem

food.I'msuretheyarehungry.

Me:You'rerightlet'sgo.

Momwasalreadywarmingupthefoodandwe

starteddishingup.

Lebo:You'llservetheKingAndNkosinathi

Me:Whyme?

Phelo:You'rehiswifenowanddaughterin-law.Plus

IthinkI'djustfaintifIservedthem,theyareso

intimidating.



Me:You'recrazy.

WeservedeveryoneandyesIservedtheKingand

Nkosinathi.InoticedMayibongwecouldn'ttakehis

eyesofPhelokaziandshekeptonlookingdown.

Me:Ithinkhelikesyou

Phelo:He'smakingmeshy.

Welaughedandwenttofetchtheirdishessincethey

weredone.

King:Seemsasifwe'llbecomingbackhereagain

MrKhoza,youhavebeautifuldaughters,mysons

can'tresist.

Phelo'sFather:I'lcutofhismanhood,thisismyone

andonlydaughter.Wealllaughedandwenttowash

thedishes.Myfather,Lebo'sfather,Phelo'sfather

areallbrothersbornfromthesameparentsso

basicallywe'rejustallsisters.Traditionallyyour

cousinsarefromyourmother'ssideandtheones

fromyourfatherssidearejustlikeyoursiblings

becauseyouhavethesameblood.Afterwashing

disheswewenttositoutsideunderatreewhen

NkosiandMayibongwecametojoinus.Ourfather's



getalongverywellandthey'vewenttoseesome

farmthattheKinghasalwayswantedtosee.

Nkosi:FinallyIgettobeclosetoyou.

Me:I'vemissedyou

Wehuggedandhekissedmycheek

Mayi:I'mgladyoufinallylearnttorespectmelittle

bro

Nkosi:YouwishIwasyourlittlebrother.Weall

laughedandNkosiintroducedthemselves

Dodo:I'mNomkithabuttheyallcallmeDodo,I'mher

oldersister.

Me:Justby11months.

Lebo:I'mLebo,I'malsoolderthanher.

Phelo:I'mPhelokazi,theyoungest.

Nkosi:HowoldareyouPhelo?

Phelo:I'm23

Nkosi:DidyouhearthatMayi?Don'tmindhim,he's

justnotusedtoseeingbeautifulwoman.



WealllaughedandMayijustshookhishead.

Me:Babe,whydidn'tyoutellmeyouwanttochange

Emihle'ssurname?

Nkosi:Iknewwe'dargueaboutitandIwasactually

scaredtoaskyou.

Me:I'mnotagainstitbutyoushouldknowthatthe

Mbambo'smightgiveyousometroubleanddemand

ahugeamountofmoney.

Nkosi:I'llgivethemwhattheywant,Emihleisworth

morethanjustmoney.

Me:Iknowbuttheyoncedemandedmoneyfromme

andblamedmeforthedeathofNdumiso

Nkosi:Andyoupaidthem?

Me:Ihadnochoice,theywould'vetookEmihleaway

fromme

Nkosi:Whenwasthis?

Me:LastyeararoundAugust.

Nkosi:Whydidn'tyoutellme?

Me:Nkosiweweren'ttalkingatthattimeandIdidn't



tellanyonethenSiyafoundoutafterI'vestopped

givingthemthemoney.Iwasbrokeandendedup

changingEmihle'sschool.

Nkosi:I'msorryyouhadtogothroughthat,you'll

nevergothroughfinancialproblemsagain.I'mhere

foryou.

Me:Thankyou.

Mayi:SowhatdoyoudoPhelo?

Phelo:I'vegraduatedandI'mstilllookingforajob.

StudiedtobeaPilotandyou?

Mayi:CivilEngineerer.I'mworkingnow.

Nkosi:I'lltalktoMpho,justemailyourNayeyourCV

andwe'llseewhatMphocando.

Phelo:Wowthankyou!

Shewasveryhappyandmomcamewithcooldrinks

andwesatthereforawhileandweallhadagreat

conversationtogether.Myfather,theKingand

unclesfinallycamebackandtheyateagain,mom

evenpackedmuffinsandsconesforthemtocarry

fortheroad.



King:Wereallyhadgreathospitalityhereandwe

thankyou.

Mom:We'reallafamilynowandwe'llseeyouagain

soon.Haveasafetrip

King:Khoza

Dad:Mkhize

Theyshookhandsandsaidtheirgoodbyes.

Mayi:We'llfollowyouDad.We'redrivingalone.

King:Why?

Nkosi:Dad,we'llfollowyou.

King:Youboysbetterbehaveyourselves.

We'llbehavingumembesoinonthe30thofJune

andtheweddingwillbeinJuly.Followedbythe

traditionalweddingwhichNkosiislookingforward

to.I'llbegettingmarriedwithmybigbellyandI'm

happyaboutit.IalwaysfounditcutewhenIseeiton

someoneelseandI'mhappyI'llalsogetto

experienceit.

Nkosi:WhenareyoucomingbacktoDurban?



Me:Tomorrow

Nkosi:We'llcomefetchyouinthemorning.

Me:Butyoujustsaidyou'llfollowyourdad

Nkosi:He'llunderstand.Wehavetogonow

Me:Goodbye,Iloveyou

Nkosi:Loveyoumore

WekissedandIwalkedhimtothecar.Wehada

smallconversationwhilewaitingforMayitofinish

whateverheistalkingaboutwithPheloandDodo.

Hecameandweallsaidourgoodbyes.Todaywas

reallyagooddayandI'mhappythatI'mnow

officiallyMrsMkhize

Dad:You'regettingmarriedintoagoodfamily.Ilike

NkosinathiandIseehowmuchhelovesyouandhas

goodintentions.

Mom:You'reagrownwomannowmydaughter,you

havechildrenandyou'remarried.You'vemadeusas

yourparentsproud.Gobuildyourownhomenow

andrememberthatyoucomefromagoodhome,

don'tdothingsyouwerenttaughtathome.Idon't



wantthemsendingyoubackhere.

Me:I'lldomybest.

WeallsatandwatchedTVtogetherwhileIwas

havingyoghurt.Mybabywillalsohaveasweettooth

justlikeme.

#NNBBF

Pleasesuggesttofriendsandfriendsoffriends

Pleaselikeandcomment!

[1/10,23:57]Tatenda:Insert26

Planning,planning,planning.Pregnancy,Pregnancy,

Pregnancy.Nowthat'sbeennofun,Ihonestlydon't

thinkIwould'vebeenabletoplanthiseventwithout

mylovingandsupportingfriends.Everythingwe

needhasbeendoneandwe'rejustwaitingforthe

daytoarrive.Myhusband,yesmyhusband

Nkosinathihasbeenthebesthusbandanyonecould

everaskfor.Wearguedalittleandhefinallygavein,

Iwentbacktowork buthemakessureIdon'tget

anynightshifts,IhaveatwohourbreakandthatI'm



alwayswearingflatshoes.Hemassagesmyswollen

feetandbringsmeluncheveryday.Therewasa

knockonmydoorandIwasreallytakenbysurprise,

itwasNoluthando.

Me:Noluthando

Nolu:Surprise!

Sherantomeandhuggedme

Me:Wellitdefinatelyisasurprise.Whatareyou

doinghere?HowdidyouknowIworkhere?

Nolu:SorryIjustcamewithouttellingyou.Icameto

helpyouprepareforuMembeso,Iknowitsalotof

workplusIdon'tmind.Wellitsnotthathardtofind

youwhenyou'realloverthetabloids.

Me:Oh,wherearemymanners?Takeaseat,I'llgo

getussomecoffee.Iopenedthedoorofmynew

officeandwalkedquicklytothekitchenareaand

calledNkosinathi

Me:Pickupthephonedamnit.

Afterafewringshepickedup.

Me:Yourwifeishere



Nkosi:Notevenahello,whatwife?

Me:Nkosinathiyouhavetwowives.ObviouslyI'm

talkingaboutNoluthando

Nkosi:Whatisshedoinghere?She'satyour

workplace?

Me:Yessheis.Nowbye.Iquicklymadethecoffee

andwentbacktomyoffice

Nolu:Ithoughtyou'veranawayfromme.

Me:NowhywouldIthinkofthat?Thecoffee

machinewasgivingmesometrouble

Nolu:You'renothavingcoffee?

Me:I'mnotsupposedto,thecaffeineisbadformy

baby.

Nolu:Iactuallywantedtodoacheckupandseeif

I'mreallypregnant

Me:Didyoudothepregnancytest?

Nolu:Yes

Me:And?



Nolu:I'mpregnant

Itrulyjustcan'tbelieveshe'sstillstickingtothese

liesshe'stelling.Shetookouthertestresultsand

theyindeedsaidshe'spregnant.I'mgettingreally

confused

Me:IhaveapersonalquestiontoaskandIhopeyou

won'tbeuncomfortablewiththis.

Nolu:Youcanask,we'resisters

Me:WhenlastdidyouhavesexwithNkosi?

Nolu:Justbeforeyourlobolanegotiations,whenhe

camehometogetMayi.

Me:Ohokay.Sothisisexciting,ourkidswon'thave

ahugegapbetweenthem

Nolu:They'llhaveagreatbond.

Ijustwasn'tokayaboutthisanditbrokemyhearta

littlenotthatshe'spregnantbutthatthere'sa

possibilitythatNkosimightbelyingtome.

NoluthandocouldseerightthroughmyfacethatI

wasn'tokayanymore.IgotatextfromSnehsaying

she'soutside,Ihadevenforgottenwe'regoing



shoppingtogetherwiththegirls.Itextedbackand

said"Wehaveaguest "

Me:we'regoingshoppingwithmyfriendsandyou

shouldjoinus.

Nolu:Great,I'mexcitedtomeetthem.Idon'treally

havefriends.

WetookourbagsandwenttoSneh'scar,Itoldher

we'dcomepickupourcarslater.Snehgavemean

inquisitivelookwhenweenteredandIjustsmiled.

Me:SnehthisisNoluthando,NolumeetSneh.

Nolu:Itsgoodtomeetyou,youhaveabeautifulcar.

Sneh:Thanks,pleasedtomeetyoutoo.We'reall

meetingatPavilion,I'mgettingreallytiredofthat

mall.

Me:Itworksforallofusandmuchcloser.We'llgo

toGatewayorGalleriasoon.

Wegotthereandthegirlswerewaitingforusatthe

secondentrancefromtheparkinglot.Theywere

actuallylookingatusasweapproached.Ihope

noneofthemsayssomethingrudeorinappropriate



Zandy:Lookwhatthecatdraggedin!

Kamo:Zandybehave

Lord,justwhenIthoughtthey'dbenormal!That's

impossiblewithZandy,mygirlthough.Thisisgoing

tobeaverydramaticday.

Nolu:Heyguys,I'mNoluthandoMkhize,Nkosinathi's

firstwife.

Zandy:Weknowdamnwellwhoyouare.WhatI

wannaknowiswhatthehellareyoudoinghere?

Ntoko:Sorryaboutthat,myfrienddidn'ttakeher

vitamins.She'salittledisturbedupthere.

Nolu:Itsokay,I'musedtolowlife'slikeher.

Bee:Ohnoshedidn't!

Belinda:Bitchholdup!

Zandywasalreadytakingoffhershoesaboutto

beatthehelloutofNoluthando.

Me:Calmdownplease!!

WestoppedthemandSiyawascracking,she

couldn'tstoplaughing.Howcanshelaughatthis



Me:Guyspleasebehave,wecan'tbecausinga

scene.Itwillbeonthepapersbytomorrowmorning

andthatwon'tbegoodforNkosinathi'spublicimage.

Belinda:We'reonlydoingthisforNkosi.

Me:Thankyou.

Zandy:Lordhavemercy.Ineedadrink!

Siya:WellI'mSiyamthandabutcallmeSiya.Whata

greatwayofmeetingyou.

Kamo:I'mKamo,betterbehaveyourselfgirl.So

wherewe'regoingtofirst?

Zandy:Togetsomewhiskey

Zee:Noalcoholfornow.Weneedtogetthose

accecoriesweneed,shoppingandthenwehave

lunchthat'swhereyou'llorderyouralcoholandthen

gopickupourdresses.Wehavealottodobefore

wegotoNaye'shometomorrow.

Me:Wejusthaveabusyweekendaheadofusand

lotsoftraveling.

Ntoko:It'sallworthit.Zeedidyougetthosegunswe

needed?



Zee:Sorted.Anyone,Imeananyonewhotries

nonsensewedon'thesitategirls.

Belinda:LubahandMphosortedoutthesecurity

systems

Kamo:Dannysortedoutthebulletproofcarsso

we'resorted.

Me:Won'titscarepeopleoff?

Siya:Itwon'tplusitdoesn'tmatter,thefamilies

safetycomesfirst.

Wewentshoppinganddecidedwe'ddothegrocery

shoppingtomorrow.Weallboughtwhiteallstars

sinceitspartofouroutfits.Ihavetoleavehome

dressedbyNoluthandothoughandI'llchangeonce

I'matTheRoyalgrounds.IhopeNoluthandodidn't

getsomedisastertraditionaloutfit.

Ntoko:LetsgohavelunchatCentreCourtorMayo's

Bee:Mayo'splease

WeallagreedonMayo'sandwegotintothecars

anddroveoff.IwaswithSnehwhowasdrivingthen

it'sNoluandZee.



Zee:SoIhearyou'reaLawyerNoluthando

Nolu:YesIam.I'vealsobeenplanningtomovehere

andworkherepermanentlythoughIstillneedtotalk

tomyhusbandaboutit.

Ididn'tknowaboutthisanditdoesn'tsitwellwith

me,whereisshegoingtostay?Iknowthehouseis

bigenoughtoaccommodateusbutIcan'tliveunder

oneroofwithher.IknowNkosiwillmakeaplan.

Maybewe'lljustbothmoveintooneofNkosi's

apartments.Ijustturnedupthevolumeandlistened

toSiya'sfavoritesong"SweetArchitect"byEmeli

Sande.Ijustdidn'twanttoheartheirconversations.

IsangalongandZeejoinedme,I'mgladthis

conversationisover.I'mjusthurtandsadbutmostly

disappointedbyallI'veheardtodayandmyfriends

canseethatI'mnotokay.AmIwrongforfeelingthis

way?WillIalwaysgethurtandjealousorI'lljustget

usedtoit?WegottoMoyo'sandorderedourdrinks

Me:Imissalcohol.

Kamo:That'showIfeltwhenIwaspregnant.LikeI

couldn'twaitfortheninemonthstoend



Belinda:Andthewaytheyjustdrankwhenwewere

pregnantKamo,itwasjustheartbreaking

Siya:ItwasbetterformebecauseIhadstopped

drinkingawhilebeforeIwaspregnant.

Ntoko:Someofushavenevereventookabreak

Nolu:Youalljustsoundlikealcoholics

Weallkeptquietandlookedather.

Nolu:What?It'strue

Sneh:You'vebeenwithusforafewhoursandyou're

sayingshitaboutus.

Zandy:Ijustneedtopray.IknowI'lldosomethingI'll

regretandendupinjail.

Siya:Whatisyourproblem?We'vebeentolerating

youandyourcommentsbutnowyou'rejustreally

overdoingit.

Bee:I'mjustfedup

Me:Guyspleaselet'sjustcalmdown.I'mverysorry

forherbehavior

Sneh:I'mverysureshe'smorethancapableof



speakingforherselfandapologizing

Zee:I'msureshedoesn'tevenknowhowto

apologize.

Nolu:StoptalkingaboutmelikeI'mnotevenhere

Kamo:Youjustneedtoapologize

Nolu:Iwon'tdothat

Me:Excuseme

Iwenttotherestroomsandjustcried.Ntokozo

cameinandsheheldme

Ntoko:Doyouwantustoleave?

Me:No,Iwon'tletherruinmyday.

Ntoko:Comelet'sgofeedthatcutebaby,nother

fakeass.

Welaughedandwentbacktoourtable.Ourfood

wasalreadythereandweate.

Itwasabitawkwardatfirstbutweendeduptalking

alotandKamowaslookingforwardtoseeingLebo

theyareverycloseandit'sactuallyweirdbecause

theyarejusttotallydifferent.Afterwehadlunchour



MsgoodyholyholyNoluthandopaidthebill.

Zandy:Atleastyoucandoonethingright

Zee:ShutupZandy

Welaughedandnowwe'reofftopickupourdresses

andthenwe'llgobackandpickupourcarsthengo

home.WepickedupthedressesandSnehdropped

meandNoluatmyworkplace.Ididn'tevenhavethe

energytotalktoNolu.Ijustwentstraighttomycar

anddrovehome.Seemsasiftheguysarehere.I

openedthegateforNoluandwentinside

Me:Heyguys

Mpho:Heymamabear

Nkosi:Don'tcallmywifemamabear.Heybabe

Me:Youguysseemtobehavingfun.IignoredNkosi

andwenttositnexttoDannyandLyanda.

Noluthandowalkedinandalleyeswereonher.

Nolu:HoneyI'mhome!!

Athi:Thisisgoingtobefuntowatch.

Mpho:Tellmeabout



Danny:Shutupyouguys.

Ijustsatandatetheirfood.Nkosikeptonlookingat

meandhonestlyIwasjusthurt.

Nkosi:WhatareyoudoinghereNoluthando?

Nolu:Icametoseemyhusband.

Nkosi:Followme,Iwanttotalktoyou.

Nolu:Letmegreetyourfriendsandthenchange

Nkosi:Now!

Sheputherbagonthekitchencounterandfollowed

Nkosi.Theywenttothegarden.

Mpho:AreyouokayNaye?

Me:YesIam.Justtiredandhungry

Phila:Butyou'reeating

Me:I'mwishingforaburger,RocoMamasburger.

Bonga:Let'sgobuyit.

Me:Thankyou!

Lubah:I'llgowithyouguys.



WewenttoRocoMamasandgotburgersandthey

wenttobuysomealcoholattheliquorstoreandwe

wentbackhome.

Nkosi:Naye

Me:Yes

Nkosi:Areyouokay?I'msorryaboutallthis,Ididn't

expecthertocome.

Me:Itsokay

HekissedmeandIfakedasmile.Wesatdownand

theydiscussedwhatwillhappenonSaturday,they

needtogotoLangelihletomorrowandwe'llbegoing

toJo'burg.

Me:Where'sNoluthando?

Nkosi:She'sshowering

Me:Ohokay

Nkosi:She'llbegoingbackwithustomorrow

Lubah:Allthekidswillbeatmyhousewiththeir

nannies,causeunlikeallyouidiotsIhaveahuge

playroomthattheylove.



Bonga:Whatever.It'sgoingtobeagreatweekend,

I'msureyou'reexcitedNaye

Me:YesIam

Wespenttheafternoontalking,NkosiandMpho

wenttofetchEmihlewhileIpackedherbag.She'll

leavewithLubahthisevening.IgotacallfromZee

Me:Babygirl

Zee:IsDannythere?Heisn'tevenansweringhis

phone

Me:Yesheis.I'lltellhimtocallyou

Zee:Okaythankyou

Iwenttothelounge

Me:Danny,Zeesaysansweryourphone

Danny:Shit!Iforgotwehaveadatetonight

Phila:You'llnevergetmarriedifyoustillforgetdates

Athi:Hewon'tbegettingsometonight!

Wealllaughedandhetookhiscarkeys

Danny:I'llseeyoutomorrowmorningguys.ByeNaye



Hekissedmycheekandleftinarush.

Mpho:Whereisherushingto?

Me:HeforgotabouttheirdatewithZee

Nkosi:Zeewillcrackhishead.I'msureshe'sgotall

hergunsready.

Me:Stopsayingthatnonsenseaboutmyfriend

Emihlecamerunninginandhuggedme

Me:Mybaby,howwasyourday?

Emi:ItwasboringbutIknowitwillbefunsinceI'm

goingtoLuthando's

Me:I'msureitwillbegreat.There'ssomeoneIwant

youtomeet

Emi:Who?

Nolucamedownwearingmyblacklongdress,it's

mypersonalfavoritebecauseNkosiboughtitforme

beforewewereeventogether.Hesaidhejustsawit

andthoughtitwouldlookperfectonme.Ifeltmy

heartjusttareintopieces.

Emi:Whyisshewearingyourdress?



Nolu:OhthisisthecuteEmihle.I'msorryforwearing

yourmomsdress,NayeIhadnothingtowearsoI

justsawitandthoughtyouwouldn'tmind.

Me:It'sokay,Idon'tmind.Thisisyourothermother,

Noluthando

Emihle:Iwon'tcallhermymom.Daddypleasecome

helpmewithmybag

Nkosi:Rightbehindyou.

Athi:We'releaving.We'llseeyouonSaturdayNaye

Mpho:Takecare.

WesaidourgoodbyesandtheyleftbesidesLubah

sincehewasstillwaitingforEmihle.

Nolu:I'llbeinmyroomifyouneedme.

Iwonderwhichroomitisthatshe'stalkingabout.

NkosiandEmihlecameandthenLubahandEmihle

left.NkosihuggedmeandIjustcried

Nkosi:I'msorry,pleasedon'tcry.Iknowthisishard

foryou.Ididn'tknowshe'dcomehere,didshecause

troubleforyou?



Me:Nkosishejustruinedmyday,shewassorude

tomyfriends,ZandywantedtobeatherupbutI

didn'tlether.Itwouldbebadforyou.

Nkosi:Youshould'veletherbeatherup.I'lldealwith

it.I'llgetyouanotherdress

Me:Youdon'thaveto,itwonthavethesamevalue

andmeaning.

Nkosi:IloveyouNaye

Me:Iloveyoutoo.I'llgochangeandpreparesupper.

Wewalkedtoourroomwhileholdinghandsand

dearlordhelpme!Noluthandowaslayingonthebed

withmypinksilknightdress,itdoesn'tevenfither.I

wonderwhat'sgoingoninthiswoman'shead

Nkosi:Whatthehellisgoingonhere?

Ilaughedsohardandwalkedtooneofthespare

rooms

Me:YouchosewellNkosinathi I'veneverseen

suchinmylife.Dealwithyourwifeplease.

SeemsasifthisiswhereI'llbesleepingtonight.
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SoNkosididn'tsupporttheideaofmesleepingin

thespareroom.Wearguedaboutitandhegavein

becauseIwasn'tgoingtochangemymind.After

justafewhoursofsleepheknockedsoftlylikea

smallbabyandcametosleepwithme.ImadesureI

lockedthedoorbecauseIdidn'twanthiscrazywife

tocomeinandgocrazyonus.Ihonestlydothink

Noluthandoisn'twellupstairsandmaybeitsstress

orthefeelingofrejectionhasmadeherinsane.I

justfinishedbathingandNkosiisabouttoleave.

Me:IthinkyoushouldspeaktoNoluandyouguys

mustgotoamarriagecounselor

Nkosi:Whatfor?



Me:You'vegottotreatherbetterthanthis

Nkosinathi.Thisisn'tgoodforher,yourrelationship

andourrelationshipbecauseifyoulovedherlike

youlovemewewouldalljustgetalongwellandshe

wouldn'tdotheseinsanethingsjusttogetyour

attention

Nkosi:Idon'tknowhowtoloveanyoneelsebutyou

Ayabonga

Me:Youdon'thavetoloveherinstantly,itwilltake

time.Butjustbekindtoher,hugher,kissherandI

don'tlikesayingthisbutmakelovetoher.She'sa

womanandsheneedslove,she'sbusymakingup

fakepregnanciesbecauseshelongstohaveachild

ofherown.Sheisn'tgettinganyyoungerandshe's

beenmarriedfor2yearsyetshehasnobaby.What

aboutherfeelingsNkosinathi?She'sbeenwithyou

eventhoughyoudon'ttreatherlikeyourwife

honestlyitsreallyunfairandifIwasinhershoesI'd

befeelingthesamewaythatsheisandIwould've

leftyoulongagobutshedidn't.Justmakethings

rightNkosinathi,she'salsohumananddeservesto

beloved.



Nkosi:I'llgiveitatry.HaveIbeenthatbadtoher?

Me:Reallybad,I'veseensomepolygomous

marriagesandtheygetalongverywell,wannaknow

why?

Nkosi:Why?

Me:ThewivesItreatedfairlyandequally.Even

thoughmaybethehusbanddoeslovethem

differentlymaybebutthewivesarehappy.Now

makeyourfirstwifehappy.

Nkosi:IloveyouandIlovehowyoualsothinkof

otherpeople'sfeelingsaswell.I'lldomybest

Me:Justdon'tgetallcosyandintimateinfrontof

meanddon'tdothesamewithmeinfrontofher.

Nkosi:Okay.Whattimeareyouleaving?

Me:Around10,it'salmost8soyoushouldgohave

breakfast.

Nkosi:I'llgocheckonNoluandseeifshe'sready.

Inoddedandwenttothekitchen.Thechefhad

alreadypreparedbreakfastandhewasonhisway

out.Ithankedhimanddishedupformyself,Iwon't



bewaitingonthem,I'mhungry.Theycamein

holdinghandsanditsthefirsttimeI'mseeing

Noluthandosmilethisway.

Me:MorningNolu,sleptwell?

Nolu:Morning,yesIdidandI'msosorryaboutwhatI

didyesterdayIdon'tknowwhatcameoverme.

Me:Itsallforgottenbutyoudoowemyfriendsan

apology

Nolu:I'llapologizewhenIseethemonSaturday.

Wesatdownandhadbreakfastafterweweredone

NkosiputhisbagsinthecarandIsaidmygoodbyes

toNoluandshedroveofffirst.

Nkosi:IkissedheranditfeltsoweirdIdon'tthinkI'll

beabletodoitagain.

Me:Why?MarriedcoupleskissNkosinathi

Nkosi:IknowbutIguessI'llgetusedtoit.Itdidn't

feellikeIwaskissingyou

Me:Wellmaybeyoushouldn'tcompare

Nkosi:Iguesssoandweclearedthisfake



pregnancything.She'snotpregnant,shesaidshe

justwantedtoupsetyouandmakeyoujealous.

Me:That'swhyyoushouldlearntoloveherand

makethingsrightwithher,wedon'twanthertogo

crazy.

Nkosi:Igetyou.Haveyouthoughtofanybaby

names?

Me:No.

Nkosi:I'dlovetonameher,Ialreadyhaveanamefor

herbutyou'llfindoutwhenshe'sborn.

Me:MaybeitsaboyNkosinathi,don'tgetyourhopes

up.Idon'twantyoutobedisappointed

Nkosi:I'llneverbedisappointed,evenifitsaboyI'll

beveryHappy.ButIknowit'sagirl,Icanfeelit.

Ilaughedathimandwekissed

Nkosi:Wannagoinsideandplayalittle?

Me:I'dloveto

Hecarriedmeandlockedthemaindoorandputme

onthekitchencounter



Me:You'recrazy

Helaughedandstartedkissingmyneck.

I'mjustturnedoneasilyandmynipplesharden.He

slowlytookoffmyunderwearandpulledupmyskirt.

Nkosi:Shelooksbeautiful

HecarriedmeovertothecouchandIlaiddown

thereandopenedmylegsforhim.Thismandrives

mecrazy,likereallycrazy.Wemadelovelikeitwas

thelasttime.Afteraboutanhourtherewerecars

hootingandMphowasscreamingoutside

Mpho:We'regoingtobelate!!!

Ilaughedandwecleanedeachotherupandgot

dressedproperlythenwentoutside.Thegirlswere

alsotheretoosoIwenttogetmybags,we'reonly

usingtwocarsandtheyusing3,Iwashappytoalso

seeJabulaniandNangamsotoo.

Nkosi:Whowillbedrivingyou?

Me:Belinda

Nkosi:ohgood,drivesafely.I'llcallyoueveryhour.



Me:OkayNkosinathi.SeeyouSaturday

Nkosi:Itstomorrowbutitseemssofar.Howabout

justonelastquicky?10minsonly

Me:NoNkosinathi,weallneedtogo.

Nkosi:FineNaye.

Me:Don'tgetgrumpynow

Ilaughedathimandwekissedforawhileandwe

left.IwasinthecarwithBelinda,Kamo,Snehand

Zandy.Theothercartherewas

Zee,Bee,Siya,NtokozoandNangamso.We'llallstop

atMusgraveanddosomegroceryshoppingand

thencontinuewiththedrive.WegottoMusgrave

andstartedwiththegroceries

Me:Sowehadsomelittledramagoingonyesterday

Zandy:Whatdidshedoagain?

Kamo:Ijustwonder

Me:SoladyNolutakesashowerandshecomes

backwearingmyfavoritedress,theoneNkosi

boughtformelongbeforewewereeventogether



Zee:Theblackystrappydress?

Me:Yesthatone

Siya:Ohlord!Andwhatdidyoudo?

Me:Emihleaskedwhyshe'swearingmydressand

Nkosiwasupset.Mphojustcouldn'thelphimself,he

laughed.Iwasalsojustupsetbuttherewasnothing

Icoulddoaboutit.

Zandy:Iwould'vemadehertakeitofforwrippitoff!

Onewayoranother.

Me:There'smore

Belinda:Whatnow?

Me:NkosiandIwalktoourroomlaterandthereshe

islayingonthebedwearingmypinksilknightdress,

oneofmysexiestnumberswellbesidesthelingerie.

Waitingforherhusband

Bee:Youlie!

Me:I'mtellingyou

Wealljustlaughedoutloudandcontinuedwithour

shopping



Ntoko:Don'tyouthinkshe'smentallyill?

Me:Iguessit'sjustrejection,ItalkedtoNkosiabout

itthismorning.Heneedstostartlovingherand

makingherfeelworthy.Iknowifthiswashappening

tomeitwouldn'tbeniceandImightalsobecrazy

Zandy:Ihatetosaythisbutit'strue.Nowoman

wantstobetreatedthatway

Sneh:I'mdamnsureI'dkillAthiifhemademefeel

thatway

Ngamso:Andwhywouldhemakeyoufeelthatway?

Ntoko:It'snotlikeyou'reacouple.Orareweleft

behind?

Bee:Betterstarttalkinggirl!

Sneh:Okayfine!AthiandIaredatingandit'salmost

beentwomonthsnow.

Me:What!Congratulations westartedscreaming

andeveryonewaslookingatus

Zee:Youdidn'teventellyouronlysisteraboutit.

CongratulationsLilCc



Sneh:Ijustdidn'twanttojinxit.I'lltellhimI'vetold

youguys.

Me:Youhavealottotell.Myphonebeepedandit

wasanotificationfromthebank,Nkosinathijust

sentR100000onmyaccount.

Me:Thismaniscrazy

Bee:Why?

Me:HejustsentmeR100000.Letmecallhim

Icalledandhepickedupimmediately

Me:Whatisthismoneyfor?

Nkosi:Togeteverythingyou'llneedfortheweekend.

Iknowyou'veboughteverythingbutyouneverknow

whatmightcomebyplusyouguysshouldgetalot

ofgroceries.IthinkthewholeofLangelihlewillbe

comingtofetchtheirfutureQueen.

Me:ButthismoneyistoomuchNkosinathi

Nkosi:Noitsnot.NowbyebabeI'mdriving.

HedroppedthephoneandIwasjuststunned.

Me:Itsforgroceriesandallwe'llneedforthe



weekend.LetmecallPheloandcheckwhatthey

need

Icalledheranditwentonvoicemail.Icalledagain

thensheanswered

Phelo:Sorryfornotanswering,whenareyouguys

gettinghere?It'slikewe'rehavingthewedding

alreadyandDodo,Leboandyouguysaren'teven

hereyet.I'mloosingmymind

Me:Sorry,we'reonourway.Wellwe'restillin

Durban.We'llgettherearound2orthree.Whatdo

youguysneed?

Phelo:Morecooldrinksandalcohol.Andmore

groceriesplease.Weneedmorebeefandchicken,

itslikewedidn'tevenbuygroceriesyetitsjuststill

Friday,Idon'tknowwhatwe'lldotomorrow

Me:NkosisaysalmostthewholeofLangelihleis

coming

Phelo:I'mloosingmymind.Bye,yourunclesare

callingme.

SheendedthecallandIhuffed.



Me:Ladies,we'llneedtoeachhaveahugetrolley

andfillitupwitheverythingyouthinkwe'llneed.

Kamo:Let'sgettoitthen.Wedecidedtosplitinto

twoandboughtasmuchaswecould.Icalled

Nomkitha

Me:Whereareyou?

Nomkitha:I'malmostathome.Pheloisgoingcrazy,

Idon'tknowwhereLebois.

Me:Okaypleasegethomequickly.I'llcallher.

IcalledLeboandshepickedup

Lebo:I'mfixingmydamntireandI'mdirty,don't

worryI'mjustanhourawayfromhome.

Me:okaycool,willseeyousoon.Loveyou

Lebo:Loveyoumore.

Iendedthecallandweallmetatthetillour

groceriescostedaroundR18000andthesecurities

helpeduspackeverythingatthebackofthecar.

ThankgodwetooktheFordRanger.

Bee:WecangetthemeatatChestervilleandall



roadsleadtoJHB

WedrovetoChesterandgotallthemeatweneeded

thendroveoff.Belindawasspeedingontheroad

andsowasSiya.

Me:Itseemsasifwehavealongweekendaheadof

us

Zandy:Yes,you'regettingmarriedintoRoyaltyand

I'msureeveryonewantstobethereandwitness

everything.

Sneh:EspeciallythepeopleofLangelihle.

Me:Ireallywouldn'thavedoneallofthiswithoutyou

guys,thankyouverymuch

Kamo:Thatswhatfriendsarefor.Anotheroneofus

isgettingmarried.6togo

Belinda:Idon'tknowwhenthesegirlswillget

married.Atleastthere'ssomelightwithSneh.

Zandy:WhenIturn40girlsyoucanstarthaving

hopes.

Sneh:You'recrazy!At40?



Zandy:Theydosaylifestartsat40,sowhynot?

Wealljustlaughedandplayedsomemusic.We

weresingingalongthenBelindagotacall

Belinda:AnsweritandputitonLoudSpeaker.

Zee:There'saSilvergreyBMWfollowingyou,we're

beingfollowedbyawhiteone.Loosethemnow.

Belinda:Holdonladies,we'reabouttohavefun.

Zee:BeCareful.

Iendedthecallandwefixedourguns

Zandy:It'sbeenawhilesincewehadtodothis!I'm

excited

Belinda:Putthegundownyouguys.Nayeyou're

pregnantrememberthat

Me:I'mnotparalyzed.Don'tworryafewbullets

won'tharm

Kamo:Wedon'tshootunlesstheydo.

Belinda:I'mtakingtheotherturn,holdon.

Yey!Thiswomandrives!Shewasreallysupposedto



beacarracer.Whenshedrivesnooneshould

disturbher,sheisabeastontheroad.Lubahalways

tellshertostopspeedingwhenshedrivesbutit's

justinherblood.LubahandBelindagotmarriedjust

afterSiya'squadswereborn.Itwasindeedavery

beautifulweddingandwehadlotsoffunthere,

Belindacomesfromaveryinterestingfamily.Her

colouredcousinswerejustthebest,wecouldn't

stoplaughing.Itoldthemtheyshouldbecomedians.

IgotatextfromNcebakazisayingthatshe'salready

atmyhome.That'sgreat!Morehelp.Ididn'tknow

shewasgoingtocomeandI'mveryhappyshe's

there.Weallhaven'tseenherinawhile

Me:"IsThapelotheretoo?"

Nceba:"He'swiththeguys,theypickedhimupatthe

airportbeforetheywenttoLangelihle"

Me:"Greatthan,thankyouforcoming"

Nceba:"Wouldn'tmissit."

Belinda:We'reclear.

IcalledZeeandshealsosaidwe'reclear



Me:Soisitsafeforustostopbythegarage,Ineed

topee

Zandy:We'llalsogetsomethingtoeat.

Wetoldtheothersandwestopped.Wewenttothe

bathroomandthengotsomeburgersatSteersand

thentookoff.Kamowantedtodrivebutifweletthat

happenwe'llgettherein2years.

Belinda:Idon'tminddrivingtillwegetthere.

Kamo:Youguysarejustexaggerating,Idon'tdrive

thatslow.

Sneh:Yesbabeyoudon't.You'rereallyfast.

NkosicalledagainandIanswered

Nkosi:You'regood?

Me:Yes,thereweresomecarsfollowingusbutwe

lostthem.

Nkosi:Don'tworryaboutit,wesorteditout.Just

drivesafely,tellBelindanottospeedsomuch.

Me:Iwon'tevenaskhowyouknewaboutallthis.

Nkosi:Thatwouldalsobegreat.Imissyou



Me:Imissyoutoo,Aren'tyoudriving?

Nkosi:NoAthiis

Me:Tellhimhisgirlfriendiscryingherebecauseshe

misseshim

Nkosi:Hisgirlfriend?Athiyouass,yougota

girlfriend!?

TheyallcheeredandaskedifitsSnehandhesaid

yes

Nkosi:Byebabewehavealottodiscuss.Thisidiot

didn'ttellus!

Me:Shealsodidn'ttellus.

Sneh:Sorryguys,don'tkillhim

Nkosi:Youguysaregoingtopay.

Mpho:AfinebottleofWhiskeyfromyouSneh

Mphosaidfromthebackground.Wealllaughedand

saidourgoodbyes.We'rejust2hoursawayfrom

home.I'mlookingforwardtothisweekendandI'm

gladallmyfriendsarewithme Thisisreally

happening,I'mNkosi'sbride.Ihopeallgoeswelland



we'veboughtenoughgiftsforeveryone.
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Yesterdaywasjustoneofthemostexhausting,

busiestdayofmylife.IunderstoodwhyPhelowas

justloosingit,it'slikethewholeofOrangeFarmjust

came,Icannotevenimaginehowtodaywillbelike.

Luckilymomsfriendsandwomanfromherchurch

cameovertohelpwiththecookingandpreparingfor

today.Nkosinathihascalledmesomanytimes

today,he'sneverbeenthisexcited.Iwonderhowthe

weddingswillbeifuMembesoisturningouttobe

thishugeevent.Myfatherisveryhappyandproud,

Lungeloisjustexcitedaboutthealcohol.Lwazi,he's

justsuchahumblebutnaugtysoul.Wespokefor

hoursyesterdayandhewascomingupwithan



escapeplan,whenI'mfedupofmarriagewe'llputit

touseandthatinvolvesleavingNkosibrokeandhe

gets50%ofthemoney.Heisjustcrazyandheis

veryhappyforme.Mygirlslookamazingintheir

traditionalattires,theygotdressedwaybeforeI

evenshowered.Mymomandauntyarehelpingme

dressup,I'mcompletelycluelessastowhyIhaveto

wearallthesebeadsbutIguessitstradition.Iwas

doneandBelindadidmymakeup

Bee:Therearejournalistshere.

Me:What?

Bee:AndsomewhitegirlwhohasanAmerican

accentandshe'sverybossytothem.Shedidshe

wantstocomeinandtakepictureswhileyou

prepare

Me:Allthisisunnecessary

Ntoko:Ithinkyou'reforgettingthatyou'regetting

marriedtoNkosinathiMkhize

Me:It'snoteventheweddingyet

Siya:Theywanttoseeeverythingthathappens,from



membesotowhiteweddingandtraditionalwedding

Zandy:I'mjusthappywe'llbeonTV.You'llbegoing

overtoNkosi'srighttodayright?

Me:AndI'msurewe'llgettheretomorrowmorning.

Andthey'llbeawelcomingceremony.

Zee:Ithoughtwewentthroughallthisyesterday

Zandy

Zandy:I'mjustmakingsure,Idon'twanttobeleft

behind.

Someonewalkedinandwasalreadymaking

demands.OhGod!ThewhitewomanisKayla!

Me:Kayla!

Kayla:Naye,thesepeopledidn'twantmetocomein.

Ineedafewpicturesplease,whereisMrMkhize?

Me:I'msurehe'sonhisway,Ididn'tknowyou'dbe

here.

Kayla:DarlingIflewallthewayfromLA,Ididn'twant

tomissthis.Plusitwillsell!Andpeopleneedtosee

suchbeauty.



Hercrewtookafewpicture'sandwentoutside.

Me:Kayla,meetmyfriends,mysisterandtheseare

mycousinsthenthisismymother.

Ishowedherandshegreeted

Kayla:I'dliketointerviewyourmother,yoursister,

onefriendandonecousinoutsideplease.I'llleave

youtodecide

Zandy:I'mgoing!Guysthisopportunityonlycomes

onceandI'mnotlettingitgo

Nceba:OhsisZandypleasedon'tembarrassus

Zandy:Never!IpassedEnglishwith90%ingrade8

soI'msureIstillhaveitinme.

Wealllaughedandshewent,Lebowouldrepresent

thecousins,thenNomkithaandmymomalsowent

outside.

Sneh:Youguyswon'tbelievethis,comesee

Werushestothewindowandtherewas2Quantums,

and3buseswrittenLangelihle.Itseemedasifthey

wereallfull.



Siya:Ohlord,weneedtocookmorefood.

Me:Nkosinathijustcamewiththewholeof

Langelihle.Lebocamerunninginandhereyesall

out

Lebo:NoonemustevergetmarriedtoaRoyalguy,

thisismadness.Didyouseethepeoplewhojust

arrived?Yourmotherisloosingit

Me:Takethiscardandbuyallthat'sneeded.Thepin

isEmihle'sdateofbirth.TaketheRangerandLwazi

willdriveyoutothestores.

Kamo:We'llbeabletocoverbecauselunchisat2

soitwillallbeready.Justrelaxplease,wegotthis.

Me:Ineedwater

Isatdownandjustcried

Ngamso:Ncoohshe'shavingameltdown

Phelo:Youlookcutewiththebellybumpandred

cheeks comeonstopcrying,everythingwillbe

fine.

Sneh:Yourmaniscalling



Me:Idon'twanttotalktohim

Sneh:"Nkosishedoesn'twanttotalktoyou."

Shecameandgavemethephoneforcefully

Nkosi:MaMkhize,whyareyoucrying?Pleasestop

crying,everythingwillbefine.

Me:I'mscaredandeverythingisjustoverwhelming.

Nkosi:Calmdownplease.Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Nkosi:Nowstopcrying.

Me:Okay.

Nkosi:Isawwhiteskinnylegshere,wasitKayla?

Me:Yes,shewaslookingforyou.

Nkosi:She'scomingherenow.Icannotwaittosee

you

Me:We'llbecomingoutsoon.

Wetalkedforawhileandsaidourgoodbyes.

Zandy:LookwhoIfound.Sherolledhereyesandit

wasNoluthando.



Nolu:Heyguys,youalllookbeautiful

Kamo:Youtoo

Shewasindeedlookingbeautifultoo,shehadmany

beadsandhadhercrownon.

Nolu:CanIleavethesehere?We'llcomefetchit

whenyouhavetodressup.

Me:Yeahsure.

Nolu:I'msorryguys,I'msorryaboutmybehavior

thatday,itwascompletelyuncalledforandvery

rudeofme.HonestlyIwasjealous,Idon'tevenhave

friendsandthewayyouguysaresocloseandhave

afriendshipthatmostpeoplecan'tfindmademe

jealousandIenvyyouguys.I'mreallysorryandI'm

sorryforembarrassingyouNayeandruiningthat

dayforyou.

Sneh:Itsokay

Siya:Yesitsallinthepastnow.

Mom:Wehavetogetgoingnow.Itookadeep

breatheandNoluranoutside,she'ssupposedtobe

withtheGroomsside.



Zandy:Bitch

Dodo:Cansaythatagain,Istilldon'ttrusther.

Zee:She'snotforgiven.Youguysjustletitgoso

easily.

Ntoko:Stopbeinghaters,let'sgo.

Zandy:Shedidn'tevencomewithsomepeace

offeringwhiskey.Shesaidwe'realcoholicssowe

shouldpracticewhatshepreached.

Mom:You'realwaysthirstyZandy

Zandy:MamaK,youturningonmenow.

Welaughedandthenmadeourwayoutthehouse.

Theystartedsinging,it'sagoodthingthisyardisbig.

We'llbemeetinghalfwaythroughit.Myfatherwas

justthehappiestmanalive,hecouldn'tstopsmiling.

Theyweresingingatthetopoftheirvoices,itsjust

alwaysconfusingwithtwodifferentsongsbeing

sungitalljustclashes.

Nceba:Whydoesthegroomssidealwayssinggood

songs,evenatSiya'sceremonyIendedupsinging

withPhila'sfamily.



She'srightthough .TheKing,NkosiandMayiwere

dressedinIBheshuwithsomeanimalskinovertheir

shouldersbuttheKingsonewasbiggersowashis

crownandhewascarryingaScepter.Nkosilooked

soZulu andmuchmorelikeaPrince,Iguess

itsjustallsinkinginrightnowthatIamgetting

marriedtoRoyalty.TheQueensdresswasjustout

ofthisWorld.Shelookedamazingandsodidthe

prinesses,IguesstheAnimalsskinispartofthier

traditionbecausetheyalsohaditovertheir

shoulders,Noludoesn'tthough?Iwonderwhy,I

shouldremembertoaskNkosinathi.Wewerefinally

donewiththeSingingandwemethalfway.

Vulamasangowasalsothereandhewaschanting

andcallingouttheMkhizeclannames.Itwasindeed

abeautifulmoment.Giftswereexchangedfrom

bothsides,thereweremanygiftsandpeoplewere

ululating.Thecameraswerealsothereandthere

wassomuchofpicturetakinggoingon.Iwas

supposedtoalsodothetraditionaldance,butwith

theseswollenfeetofmineIjustcouldn'tandit

savedmebecauseIhonestlycan't.Ifinallygotto

holdandtouchmyhusband hesatonthe



grassmatandIwassupposedtobrushhisteethand

lotionhisface.IjustkeptlaughingwhileIwasdoing

thisandhewassayingstupidthings

Nkosi:I'mhorny,I'vebeenhornysinceIsawyou.

Me:Nkosinathi pleaseI'mtryingtoconcentrate

onthis.

WelaughedandhesleptonthegrassmatandI

coveredhimwithablanket.Myaunties,friendsand

manymorewomencamewithsticksandhithim!I

wasn'texpectingthattohappen.Hequicklyescaped

andranaway.Mphowasjustonhisknees,hewas

laughingnonstop.

Bee:Ienjoyedthat Younevergetanopportunity

tohitNkosi,itcamesoeasily.

Me:You'rebullyingmyman.

Dodo:That'sforallthosetimesyouhitmeandI

couldn'thityoubackbecauseyouwereababy.

Me:Youarecrazy.

Theceremonycontinuedanditwaslunchtime.



Lungelo:See,itwasgoodthatIgotthosetablesand

chairs.Mostpeoplewouldbestanding.

Me:You'reageniusBigbro.

Lungelo:AndI'msober,Ihadtobe.I'mproudofyou

littlesis.You'vedonewellforyourself.

Me:Thankyou

Lwazi:Itmeansalotcomingfromhimright?I'm

actuallysurprisedthatyou'restillsober.Imeanwith

allthealcoholhere.

Lungelo:It'sverytempting.Don'tworry,Ialready

stashedafewbottlesinyourroom

Lwazi:Whymyroom?

Lungelo:IpromisedmomIwouldn'tdrink.Soifshe

goestocheckmyroom,shewon'tfindanything.You

knowhowcrazysheis.

Me:Whatmakesyouthinkshewon'tcheckLwazi's

room?

Dodo:Shewon't,Lwazidoesn'tdrink.Lungelo,when

areyougettingmarried?You'rethesecondoldest

butstilltheonewhohasn'tgotmarried.Ourparents



wantmoregrandchildren

Lungelo:IthinkDadiscallingme

Heleftquicklyandwelaughed.Ilovemysiblings!

TheKingwasapproachingus,Lwaziwantedtorun

awayandNomkithawasgoingtofollowhim

Me:You'renotleavingmealonewithhim.

Dodo:Butyou'reusedtohim

Lwazi:Heisjustscary.

TheKingshookhandswithLwaziandtheyhadtheir

ownconversation.HealsogreetedNomkithaand

shewasstuttering.Thismanisreallyintimidating.

King:Makoti

Me:MyKing

King:Isawhowhappymysonis,keephimthatway.

Helovesyou

Withthatsaidhewentbacktowherehewassitting.

IwenttoNkosiandtheywerealittletipsy.Danny

lookscuteinibheshuthoughit'sfunnytoseeawhite

guywearingibheshu.



Nkosi:Mywife,youlookamazing.

Bonga:Indeed.Youalljustlookedbeautiful

Me:Thankyouguys,enjoyingyourselves?

Phila:Yesweare thefoodisdelicious.

Nkosi:Haveyoueaten?

Me:NobutI'llgoeatnow.Beforeyouevenlecture

meaboutit.

OnmywaytothekitchenImetwithNolu

Nolu:Oh,Iwasjustbriningyoufoodtoeat.

Me:Ohyoudidn'thaveto.Thankyou.

ShegavemetheplateandIwenttothekitchenand

satdown.Finally!Ineededtositdownandrestmy

feet

Lebo:Donoteatthatfood.I'lldishupforyou.

Me:Why?

Lebo:Idon'ttrustheratall.Throwitawaybefore

someoneelseeatsit,whatifshepoisonedit.

Me:Reallynow?Whywouldshedothat



Lebo:StopbeingstubbornNaye.

IsuddenlyfeltdizzyandIclosedmyeyes.Itwaslike

therewasamistandEmihleappearedandshesaid

"DonoteatthefoodMom"

Me:Emihle

"DonoteatthefoodMom"shesuddenly

disappeared

Lebo:Areyouokay?

Me:YesI'mfine.Justfeelingabitdizzy.Throwaway

thisfoodplease.

Lebo:Finally.I'lldishupforyou.

Shethrewawaytheplatetoo,Momwillkillher.She

dishedupinasmiliarplateandIate.Thisfoodis

reallydelicious,Philawasright.AfterIwasdoneI

hadanotherplatethendranksomejuice.TheQueen

andmymotherseemtobegettingalongverywell.

TheycameinfollowedbyNolu

MaQ:Mydaughter,youlookedamazingtoday.

Me:Thankyou



Mom:Yousuredid,I'mhappythatI'msendingyou

offtoawonderfulfamily.IloveyouAyabonga

Me:Iloveyoutoomom,andthankyouforraising

mewell.Iwouldn'tbehereifitweren'tforyou.

Nolu:Didyoueat?

Me:Yes

Nolu:Ohgreat,QueenMotherwe'resupposedto

dressherupnowandcontinuewithwhat'sleft.We

needtogetgoingto.Itsaverylongdriveto

Langelihle.

MaQ:Yesyouright.

Wewenttomyroomandthedresstheybroughtwas

amazing.Itlookedreallybeautiful

MaQ:NowthisdresswasmadebyNkosi'slate

grandmaandshemadeitformetowearwhenIgot

marriedtotheKing.IpasseditovertoNolu,now

she'spassingitovertoyou.QueenMakhosazana

wouldbehappytoseethisday,she'sverycloseto

Nkosi'sheartandIknowshe'swatchingoverthis

moment.



Me:Thankyouverymuch.Ifeelveryhonored.

MaQ:Thesebeadsyou'llwearhere.Noluplease

excuseus.

Nolu:OkayI'llbeatthekitchen.

MaQ:Iwanttodressyouupmyself,you'regoingto

bewelcomedinourfamilytomorrowtraditionally.

I'mlookingforwardtoit,Iknowmysonchosewell

andthatyoulovehim.Hemightnotbethebestguy

onEarthandhehashisflaws.Iknowtherewillbe

goodandbadtimesbutyouneedtobestrongand

standbyhimallthetime.I'mnotworriedandItrust

you,Itrustthatyou'llbemysonssuitablehelper.And

withyounexttohim,hewillbeagreatKing.My

husbandwillretireonedayandhewillhavetostep

inasKing.Hehasbeenpreparedforthatdayandhe

needsagoodwomannexttohimandthatisyou.

Youwerechosentoleadalongsidewithhim.

Noluthandoisindeedthefirstwifebutdon'tlether

crawloveryourhead.Iwillhelpyouandteachyou

moreaboutRoyaltyandyourdutiesasaQueen.I

loveyoumydaughter.



Me:ThankyouandIloveyoutooMa.

MaQ:Yourpregnancyisevidencethatyoudon't

starvemyson.That'sgood.Ineverexpectedit!

WelaughedandIwasdressed.

MaQ:Let'sgo

Sheheldmyhandandwewalkedouttheroom.

Peoplewereululatingandshewalkedmeoverto

NkosiwhohadtearsonhisfacewithBongapatting

himonhisshoulders.TheKingwasdancingaround

andshakinghandswithmyfather.Iwasalsocrying

andNkosiheldmyhandandwekissed.

Nkosi:Youlookamazing.Mygrandmaishappy

whereversheis.Thankyouforthiswonderfulgift.

Heheldmystomachandwekissedagain.I'venever

beenthishappyinmylife Ilovethismanandhe

lovesmetoo.

#NNBBF
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Let'sgetto550likes!

Pleaselikeandcomment.

[1/10,23:57]Tatenda:Insert29

Aftertakingafewpicturesanddoingwhatwasleft

fortheday.Weallgotintocarsandheadedto

Langelihle.Itisgoingtobeonelonglongdrive.

Zee:Todaywasagreatday.Ihadsomuchfun

Me:Ididtoo

Bee:You'renothungry?

Me:NoI'mstillfine

Ntoko:Yourmanwillkillusifwestarveyou.

Me:Speakingofstarving!Youwillnotbelievewhat

Nkosi'smomsaid.

Zee:Whatdidshesay?

Me:Herwordswere"Yourpregnancyisevidence

thatyoudon'tstarvemyson.That'sgood"

Ntoko:Youlie!

Wealllaughedhard



Zee:Zandyneedstohearthis.

Bee:Snehdidsayhe'sthetypethatpinsyoutothe

wall

Me:Youguysarecrazy

Ntoko:Butinallhonesty,howisit?Nkosilooksvery

rough

Me:It'sgreatguys,likeitsreallygreat.Heisvery

roughandatothertimesheisn't,itsallsweetand

passionateandsoslowlikeIcan'tdescribeit

Bee:Yougettingmeexcited!

Ntoko:Holdyourself,Bongaisn'tanywhereclose.

I'msurehe'salsoabeast

Bee:Allnightlong

Zee:Bitch,whyaren'tyoupregnant?

Bee:Protectionsweetiepluscontraceptives.Pills

plusinjection

Ntoko:OperationBopha!

Me:Allangles



Welaughedandcontinuedtalking.Weboughtfood

andcontinuedwiththedrive.Aftermanyhoursof

drivingwewerefinallyanhourawayfromLangelihle,

I'msupposedtoentertheRoyalgateswhenthesun

rises.I'mnotthatsleepybecauseIdidsleepalong

theway.I'mnervousaboutthisandIhope

everythinggoesaccordingly.Idon'tknowmost

thingsthatwillhappenbuttherewillbemany

traditionalthingsthatwilltakeplacetoday.My

husbandcalled

Me:MyPrince

Nkosi:Princess,whereareyou?We'vearrived

already

Me:We'rejustafewkilometersaway.We'llbethere

shortly.Iseveryonetherealready?

Nkosi:Mostpeoplehavearrived.Justyouguysand

yoursistersaren'there.

Me:I'llcallthemandfindoutwheretheyare

Nkosi:Okaycool.

IendedthecallandcalledNomkitha



Me:Dodowhereareyou?

Dodo:Rightbehindyou.

Me:Ohgreat,thoughtyou'relost.

Dodo:Phelodecidedtofollowyouguyscausewe

weregettinglostafterwestoppedatthegarage.

Me:Okaycool.We'realmostthere.

AfteranhourwehadarrivedatLangelihleandmany

carswereparkedontheoutside.Wehadtosqueeze

ourwayinandparkedinfrontofthem.

Bee:You'renotsupposedtocomeoutNaye,soI'll

gofindoutwhat'sgoingon.

Me:Okaycool.I'msonervous

Zee:You'llbefinegirl,you'vegotthis.

AfterafewminutesBeecameback

Bee:OkayNkosisaidyoushouldstayinthecaryou'll

onlycomeoutoncetheprincesseswhicharehis

sisterscomefetchyouandthey'llgiveyou

something,Iforgotthename.Wegirlshavetoleave

herhereandgohelpinside.Ithinkwe'llchangefirst



andgohelpwiththecooking.IheardNoluthando's

TraditionalBeerdidn'tbrew.

Me:So?

Bee:There'ssomethingwrong,itshouldbrew.

Me:Iwonder.

Ntoko:Wehavetoloveandleaveyou.We'llchange

inside.

Me:Takeabathfirst,tellNkositoshowyoutohis

house.

Zee:Okaycool,we'llleaveyouwithyourstinkingself.

Me:Whateverbitches.Youalsostink.

Theylaughedandleftmealoneonthecar.Istarted

crying,I'velefthome.I'mabouttoenterthegatesof

anewhomeandanewfamily.Notjustanyordinary

familybutafamilyofRoyalty.I'mjustemotional

aboutitandIthinkI'mhomesickalready.On

TuesdayNkosi'sfamilywithNkosiincludedwillgoto

MarburgtoseetheMbambo'stodiscussthechange

ofEmihle'ssurname.Thattooisjustworryingme

becauseIknowitwillalsobealotoftrouble



especiallyoncetheyknowNkosi'sfamilyisroyalty,it

willbeahugebargaintothemandtheymightnot

evenagreetotheirrequest.Mylifeisjust

complicated.Nongcebo,LusandaandIsiphilecame

tothecar.

Lusanda:Whyareyoucrying?OhmyGod,she's

crying.

Nongebo:What'swrongsweetie?Areyouscared?

Me:I'mokay.Iwasjustthinkingalotandjust

overwhelmedbyeverything.AndI'mabithomesick,

I'llmissmymom.

Isi:Butshe'shere,you'llseeher.

Me:Pleasecallherforme.Ican'tdothis.

Lusanda:Whatdoyoumean?

Me:Pleasecallmymom.

LusandarantomymotherwhileNongcebowentto

Nkosi.WhyisshegoingtoNkosi?Iwanttoseemy

mom.IsawNkositalkingtohismomandmymom

wasapproachingthecar.

Mom:What'swrongNaye?



Me:Mama,I'mscared.Idon'tknowifI'llbeableto

dothis.Thisisabigdeal.Itsalljusttoomuch

Mom:Comehere

ShehuggedmeandIcriedwhileholdingher.Nkosi's

momalsocamein

MaQ:Iseverythingokay?Nkosinathiisloosinghis

mind.

Mom:She'snervous.I'msureshe'sjust

overwhelmedplusthehormones.

MaQ:You'llbeokaymydaughter,drinksomewater.

ShegavemeabottleofwaterandIdrankalmostall

ofit.

Mom:Feelingbetter?

Me:Yes,QueenMother,isittoomuchofaloadto

carry?BeingQueen?

MaQ:Sometimesitgetstoomuchbutitsokaymy

child.You'llbereadywhenthetimecomes.Don't

worryyourselfaboutit

Me:Vulamasangosaidsomethingstrangetome



andIthinkitwon'tbethateasy.

MaQ:Itwillallworkout,therewillbechallengesbut

youhavetostaystrong.Remember,you'rethe

chosenone.Youarethelightofthisfamilyand

Langelihle.Thesunisabouttorise,youneedtobe

ready.

Me:Okay,pleasecalltheprincesses

Mom:Youwillbeokaymydaughter,we'restillyour

familyandyou'llcomeseeuswheneveryouwantto.

BeagoodleadertothisKingdomandbeagoodwife.

Iknowyoucandoit.You'vealwaysbeenstrongand

Iknewyouhadabrightfuture.Youwerebornwhen

thesunrose,youcamewithlightandIgavebirthto

yououtside.Icouldn'tgettothehospital,itwastoo

painful.SoyourgrannyjustlaidagrassmatandI

gavebirthtoyouthenwerushedtothehospital.She

wantedtocallyouNomalangabutIrefused.Look

now,you'renamedNokukhanya.You'rethelightmy

daughter.Itwasboundbyfate.

Ihonestlydidn'tknowthisstoryanditfeelslike

somefairytale.ThisiswhatI'mdestinedfor,there's



norunningawayfromit.Theprincessescameand

putsomebeadsonneckandwrists.

Nongcebo:You'llhavestandinbetweenLusanda

andIsi,I'mnotofthislandanymore.SoI'llbebehind

you.

Me:Why?

Lusanda:She'smarriedtoanotherKingdom.

Inoddedandwegotoutthecarandwalked.Thesun

roseanditwasdifferent,itseemedtobered.Allofa

suddeneveryoneboweddownandtheywereon

theirknees.Iwasalsojustsoconfused.Thosewho

werecluelesstofollowedandkneeled.Icouldsee

theconfusiononmysistersface.OnlytheKing,

NkosinathiandIwerestanding.Iwasn'tsureifI

shouldalsokneeldown.Vulamasangowasmoving

aroundtheyardandsprinklingwhatseemedtobe

'Inyongo'andchanting.Afterhewasdonehespoke

totheKingandtheKingnodded.

King:Todayisindeedagreatdayinourkingdom.

Youmayallriseplease.

EveryoneroseupandNkosihadthisfreakysmileon



hisface.IamstillconfusedandIneedan

explanation.Ireallyneedtoknowmoreabouttheir

traditionsandcustoms.Ican'tbethisconfused

whenthingshappen.

King:Sheisindeedthechosenone.Theonewhowill

beQueentothisKingdom.Sheisindeed

Nokukhanya,thelightandbrightnessofLangelihle.

Asyouallwitnessedandsawwithyourowneyes,

thesunwasred.Whichisasymbolofthelightinour

ways.Thishasnothappenedinthiskingdomfor

over145years.Assomeofyouwillknow,wehave

hadmanychallengesinthissoilbuttodayistheday

werejoice!Everyoneululatedandsomewereeven

dancing.BongaandNkosinathiweretalkingwhile

lookingatme.

King:Myson,gogetyourwife.

Wewereabitdistant,hewasstandingnearthegate

allthistimeandIwasabitfarfromhim.Hewalked

whilelookingdownandtalkingtohimself.Itseems

asifhewassayingpraisesandhisclannames.He

cametomeandheldmyhands



Nkosi:Mywife

Me:Myhusband

Nkosi:Thankyouforthiswonderfulgift,youare

indeedamazingandtheoneforme.Iloveyou

Nokukhanya

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

King:Yousupposedtocomebacktothegatewith

her!You'llhaveheralltoyourselftonight.

Wealllaughedandwalkedtothegate,thankgodI

woretheseallstars,theyarecomfortableandI

wouldn'thavesurvivedifIwaswearingheels.My

stomachisshowingabitonthisdressandI'm

realizingthatI'malreadygainingweightyet

Decemberisjustsofar.WegottothegateandI

wastoldmetokneeldown.TheKingspokeandhe

waswelcomingme.Nkosicamewiththeanimal

skinandhismotherputitovermyshouldersand

everyoneululated.IwasalreadycryingandIjust

couldn'tholdmytearsback.I'mtooemotional!

Blameitonthesehormones.Istoodupandthe

gateswereopened.Theauntiescameandtheywere



sweepingthegroundswiththoseshortgrass

broomsandmyfriendsarealsopartofthose

aunties.Mymomwasalreadytheretoostandingby

thekitchensmiling,Iguessshe'shelpingwiththe

cooking.Ismiledatthemandsheblewkissesatme.

Myfathershookmyhandandhuggedme

Dad:Youhavedonewellmydaughter,Iamproudof

youNokukhanya.

WilleveryonecallmeNokukhanyaorwhenI'mjust

hereinLangelihle?Ireallystillneedtogetusedtoit.

Me:Thankyou.Iloveyoudad

Dad:Iloveyoutoomydaughter.

HewenttositwiththeothermenandtheKing.Iwas

walkingaroundtheRoyalgrounds,followingNkosi.

WhileVulamasangowassprinklingwateronthe

wallsofallthehouses.OncethatwasdoneIgotinto

theRoyalhouseandonlytheRoyalfamilyand

Vulamasangowasallowedtogoin.Wewenttothe

roomwherethere'sthethrone,I'vebeenhereonly

once,thisismysecondtime.TheKinghandedover

theacrown,itlookedliketheoneNoluhasandthe



princesseshave.Nkosiputitonmeandhesheda

tear.Ithankedhimandstoodup.Weallwent

outsideandeveryonewaswaitingforustocomeout.

Whenwedidtheystarteddancingandululating.All

wasdoneandIhadtogogreetsomeunclesandthe

Kingscouncilandtheaunties.NkosiandIfinally

werejustalonetogetherinhishouse.Ineedto

shower!ItookofthecrownandNkositookthem

backtotheRoyalhouse.Hecamebackandtookof

IbheshuwhileItookoffmydress

Me:Helpmewiththezipplease.Thisdressis

complicated.

Nkosi:Itwasmadebyacomplicatedperson.You

couldneverfigureoutwhatinspiredherdesigns.

Sheactuallytaughtmehowtosaw,shewasabig

partofmylife.That'swhymycompanyisnamed

afterher.

Me:IalwayswonderedwhyitsMakhosazanaMkhize

Holdings.

Nkosi:Wellnowyouknow.Youlookedverybeautiful.

I'mluckytohaveyou.Ilaughedwekissed.Hewas



touchingmeallovermybody.

Me:Ineedtobath,I'msureIstink.

Nkosi:Iloveyouevenifyoustinky.Hespankedme

andIlaughed.Thenwenttothebathroomandtook

ashower,hecametojoinmeandweshowered

togetherandmadelove.Iworealongtraditional

skirtandblacklongsleeveT-shirtthenputadoek.

Nkosi:Youlooklikearealmakoti.

Ijustlaughedathim

Nkosi:Can'twaittoseeyouinyourwhitedress.

Therewon'tbeanyneedforatraditionalwedding

becausewe'vedoneeverythingyesterdayandtoday.

Youweresupposedtogetthecrownonthatdaybut

Vulamasangoinstructeditshouldbedonetoday.

Me:Lessstress

Nkosi:Hedidsayhestillseesadarkcloudbutit

isn'tbeingrevealedtohimproperly.

Me:Iwonderwhatitis.

Nkosi:Weshouldgojointheothers.You'llseethose

younggirlsdothetraditionaldance,they'vewon



multipleofcompetitions.

Me:I'llcomewatchthem.I'llgohelpatthekitchen

fornow.

Nkosi:Don'toverworkyourself.

Me:Iwon'tmylove.

Nkosi:Ihavesomethingtoaskyou

Me:Okaayask

Nkosi:Areyouhappy?You'renothavinganyregrets?

Me:No.I'mveryhappyNkosinathiandIhopeyou

alsohappy.

Nkosi:Iamhappy,IgotworriedwhenIsawyoucry

andyourmotherwascalled.Iactuallythoughtyou

leavingme

Iwenttohimandlookedintohiseyesandtiptoed

Me:Nkosi,thisisthemomentwhereyoucarryme.

Helaughedatmeandcarriedme.

Me:Nowlookintomyeyes.

Iheldhisfaceandbrushedhisfacialhair.



Me:I'mnotgoinganywhere,I'mheretostay.I'm

never,evergoingtoleaveyou.Iloveyouandyou

ownmyheart.Hekissedmeandlaidmeonthebed.

Wepassionatelymadeloveagainandafterwewere

doneIlaidmyheadonhischestwhilehesangfor

me

Me:I'msleepy

Nkosi:Getsomerest.

Me:ButIwanttogohelptheotherladies.Peoplewill

starttalking,whatkindofawifesleepsindaylight.

Nkosi:Mykindofwife.Nowsleep.

Myhusbandhasjustsaiditall.Plusthey'll

understand,Iampregnantandhavebeenuponmy

feetsinceyesterday.Ithasbeenindeedagreat

weekend.I'mhappythatallisdonenow Iclosed

myeyesandsleptpeacefullyonmyhusbandschest.

Itfeelsgoodtosaythis"Husband"name.

#NNBBF
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[1/10,23:58]Tatenda:Insert30

It'sgettingcloserandclosertomyweddingday.I'm

soexcitedaboutitandeverythingiscoming

together.Myfriends,sistersandthewedding

plannerhavedoneagreatjobsofarandeverythingI

wantisthere.WestayedinLangelihlewithNkosifor

threedaysafterthewelcomingceremonytookplace.

ThetraditionalbeerbrewoncetheQueenandI

attendedtoit.Ihadnoideaonhowit'sdoneandI

wastaughtonthatday.ThoughIdidn'treallylikethe

smellofitandIendedupvomiting.Noluthando

didn'tcauseanydramaduringthosedaysandshe

wasratherkindtomeandthere'sabitofprogressin

theirrelationshipwithNkosibutthey'veneverslept

togetherlikehavesexnorevenshareabed.Iguess

shereallyjustneededNkosi'sattentionandnow

she'sbeingabitbetterabouttheentiresituation.

Maybewe'lljustbeonehappyfamilyoneday.I'm



verynervousaboutusgoingtoMarburgtodayto

meetwiththeMbamboanddiscussourrequestof

uschangingEmihle'ssurnametoMkhize.Theking

couldn'tmakeitbuthehassentonemanfromthe

council,NkosiandMayiarealsocomingwithme.

TheyareallwearingtheirRoyalattireswhichIjust

thoughtiscompletelyunnecessary.Wedidfirst

discussitwithEmihleandshewashappyaboutitso

wegotthegoaheadandI'mactuallyverynervous

aboutitbecauseIknowitwillbedifficultespecially

sincetherearejustthreeruthlessunclesthere,one

auntywhocan'tkeephermouthclosedandanold

grandpawhocannotspeakandcan'tseeproperly.

I'msurehehasabetterheartthanallthesegreedy

peopleandwould'vebeenmoresincereand

acceptedhisgrandchildbutotherthanthatI'mreally

notlookingforwardtoit.Iwouldn'thaveevenwent

withNkosibuttheyrequestedthatIbetheretoand

forwhatpossiblereason,Itrulydon'tknow.We're

justanhourawayfromNdumiso'shome.

Nkosi:Whereisthecemetery?

Me:Itsnearby,why?



Nkosi:Ithinkweshouldstartthereandtellhim

aboutwhatwe'regoingtodo.

Mayi:That'sagoodidea.Youguysshoulddothat.

IdirectedNkositothecemeteryandheparked.Mayi

andtheunclewereleftinsidethecarwhileNkosi

andIwalkedtoNdu'sgrave.

Nkosi:Areyounervous?

Me:No

Nkosi:WellIam

Ilaughedathimandheldhishand.Whenwegot

thereIsatdownnexttoitandremovedafewleaves

thatwereonhistombstone.Therewasjusta

momentofsilenceandNkosiseemedtobedeepin

thoughtandIdidn'tevendisturbhim.Hefinally

brokethesilenceandspoke

Nkosi:Ndu,IloveyourdaughterasmyownandI

wishforhertotakemysurname.Idon'twantitto

seemasifI'mcompletelypushingyouawayor

removingyoufromtheirlivesbutI'mdoingthis

becauseIwanthertoknowandfeelhowmuchIlove



her.Idon'twanthertogrowupandfeelleftoutthat

sheisn'taMkhizewhileherentirefamilyusethe

Mkhizename.MostofallIdon'twanthertofeelleft

out,neglectedandnotloved.She'severythingtome

andIloveherasmuchasyoudo.I'mnothereto

replaceyoubutI'mheretoloveandtakecareofyour

familylikeyouwould've.Ilovethembothdearlyand

thankyouforyourblessings.I'lltakegoodcareof

them,Iknowyou'llalwayslovethemandthey'll

alwaysloveyoutoo.Thankyou.

Iwasalreadyintearsashecontinuedtospeakafter

wewerebothdone.Hecarriedmetothecarandwe

droveofftoNdu'shome.Whenwegottheretheaunt

wasalreadywaitingforusbythegate.Wegotout

thecarandgreetedheryetshejustfoldedherarms

andgaveMayiapieceofpaperandhelaughedthen

passeditontoNkosiandIlookedatwhatwas

written.Thesebloodyscammers!Itwaswritten

"R500,toopenthegate.R590Vulamlomo"whatdo

theythinkthisis?Wenothereforlobola!

Uncle:Thesepeoplearecrazy

Nkosi:We'llgivethemwhattheywant.Evenifitwe



leaveherewithnomoneyonus

Me:ButNkosinathiwecan'tletthem....

HequicklycutmeoffandlookedatmelikewhatI'm

abouttosayisnonsense.

Nkosi:Wewon'targueaboutthis.It'snotfor

discussion.

Weweretoldtositdownandtheyserveduswater.

Likereallywater?MxmI'mjustinnomoodtobe

herelikereally?

Uncle:Greetings,I'dlikeustojustgostraighttothe

pointaswecomefromsomewherefarfromhere

andwehavealongjourneyaheadofusaswereturn

Ndoda(Ndu'suncle):Whathaveyoucomeherefor?

It'snoteverydaythatwegetavisitfromRoyalty

Shit!Iknewthey'ddoknowthatNkosiisRoyaltyas

tohowtheyfoundout,I'dreallylovetoknow.

Mayi:I'msureyousawontheletterwesenton

regardstoourvisithere.Wewanttochange

Emihle'ssurnamefromMbambotoMkhize.

Auntie:Youwanttomakeourdaughteryours?You



didn'tevencomeseeusbeforeyoudecidedtotake

ourbridethereforeyoushouldpay

Me:Don'tyoudarecallmydaugter,yourdaughter.

Neverhaveyoueveracceptedher,yousaidsheis

notaMbambo.Youthrewmeoutliketrashand

didn'tevenallowmetobeatNdumiso'sfuneral.You

knownothingaboutEmihle!AndIwasneveryour

brideandwillneverbe!NduandImighthavebeen

engagedbuthenevereverpaidlobolaformesothe

Mkhize'soweyounothing!

Nkosi:CalmdownNaye

Nkosiisreallyloosinghisbrain!Howcanhetellme

tocalmdown!

Uncle(Ndu):yesyoudonotoweusanythingasshe

wasnottraditionallyourbrideyet.Youdoknowthat

aceremonyneedstobedoneforwhatyouare

requesting?

Nkosi:Yessirwedoknow

Uncle(Ndu):IamtheeldestinthisfamilyandIam

givingyoupermissiontochangeEmihle'ssurname

toMkhizebecauseIknowshe'llbewelltakencare



ofandlovedbytheMkhize'sanddothingsthatwe

asherfamilyhavefailedtodo.

AnotherUncle:Shekilledourson!Youshouldn't

evenbeallowedhere,youareamurdererandshould

beinjail!

InjustaflashthemanwasonthegroundwithNkosi

ontopofhim,punchinghimandhewaseven

bleeding.MayiwasabletomoveNkosiandNkosi

seemedtobesofurious

Nkosi:Noonetalksaboutmywifelikethat!Noone!

Me:NowNkosinathiyouneedtocalmdown.Please

Heheldmyhandandsatdown.

Auntie:Youcanneverdothat,youneedtopayafine

foranapology.

Mayigavethemathousandrands.Thisisjust

upsettingme,Iknewthesepeoplearejustafter

money

Uncle(Ndu):Tojustendthisquicklyandavoidother

situationslikethese,we'dliketohavetheceremony

andyouwillpayforeverythingplusamillionrand.



That'swhatwewant,ifyoucannotdothatthenyou

donothaveourpermissionandblessingtochange

Emihle'sfamily.Ifyoudoitwithoutourblessing,

manythingswillgowrongforyouandwewill

demandcustodyofourgranddaughter.

Me:Youarecrazy!Onemillionrands,youarejust

usingthistogetmoneylikeyoudidtomeayearago!

Mayi:That'sjustcrazy

Nkosi:Givethemalltheywant

Me:Nkosinathiwearenotdoingthat,onemillion!

Nkosi:Thisismydaughter!I'llpayfortheceremony

andyou'llgetyourmillionrands.Hestoodupand

wenttothecarandcan'tbackwithablackbag.He

gaveittoNdu'suncle

Nkosi:ThisceremonymustbedoneonSaturday,

we'llbehereinthemorning.Don'twasteourtime.

Uncle(Ndu):Thankyou

Nkosi:Let'sgo

Me:Nkosiyoucan'tletthemdothis!



Nkosi:Let'sgoNaye!!

Istoodupandfollowedhimlikealostpuppy.I'm

madathimbutIdon'twanttoangerhimmore.

Mayi:Iknowyouupsetaboutthisbuttalktohim

whenyoubothalone.Hewantswhat'sbestforyoun

Amy

IalwayslaughathowMayicallsEmihle.Inodded

andwegotintothecarandIsatatthebackwith

Mayi.NkosikeptonlookingatmebutIjustlooked

throughthewindoworjustlookedatmyphoneeven

thoughIhadnotextmessages.Igotatextfrom

Nkosi

Nkosi:"I'msorry"

Ijustignoredit.ThedrivebacktoDurbanwas

quickerandverysilent.WegothomeandNkosi

droppedmeoffandtheyleft,heistakingMayiand

hisuncletotheairport.Ijustsatdownandwatched

televisionwhilstIwastextingwithmyfriends.After

awhileIgotacallfromNkosi,whatdoeshewant

now?

Nkosi:I'monmywayback,wantmetogetyou



anything?

Me:Lunchbarplease

ThenIendedthecallbeforeheevensaidanything

else.HeshouldknowthatI'mmadathim.Emihle

camebackwithherdriver

Emihle:Mommy!Howareyouandhow'smylittle

sister?

Me:I'vetoldyouathousandtimesthatitmightnot

beagirl.Butthebabyisokaysoismommy,and

yourself?

Emihle:I'mokayjusttired.Ineedtosleep.

Me:Noheadache?Ormaybeyou'regettingafever

Emihle:Nomom,itwasjusthottodayandweplayed

alot.I'lltakeabaththensleep.Whatwillyoumake

forsupper?

Me:Whatdoyouwant?

Emihle:Pizza,Ihaven'thaditinawhile.

Me:We'llhavepizzathen,savesmefromcooking.

ShewentupstairsandIputherhockeybaginits



place,plushershoes.Shelovesjustleavingthem

anywhere,that'swhytheygetlosteasily.Herfather

alwaysdefendsherwhenIshoutather,honestly

NkosireallyspoilsEmihle,I'msurehe'llalsodoitto

thebabyontheway.Hejustdoesittoallthekids,

theyspoilthemanddon'twantthembeingshouted

atnorlaidahandon.Lyandaalwayssays"Talkto

themandmakethemunderstand"weneverhadthat,

weweregivenathrash.Iknowallsortofhidings,a

wettowel,woodenspp,stick,beltandclothing

hanger.Mymomjusthitmewithanythingnextto

her.NkosiwalkedinandIwalkedupstairs,myskin

feelsdirty.Itookoffmyclothesandstoodbythe

mirrorlookingatmybodyandmygrowingtummy.

It'sreallyvisiblenowandI'mfallingdeeperand

deeperinlovewithiteveryday.

Nkosi:Youlookamazing,Ican'twaittoseethe

preciouslittlefetusinthere.Iwalkedawayandgot

intotheshower,I'mreallyupsetwithhim.AfterIwas

doneIwenttotheclosetandgotdressed.Hewas

sittingwaitingformeonthebed.

Nkosi:ThisishowitsgoingtobeNaye?Whenever



wehaveaproblemyou'lljustkeepquietanddon't

talktome?WhatwillthatsolveMaMkhize?

HesaidthatMaMkhizeandIfeltmykneesget

weak thatjustreallyturnedmeonbutIwon'tletit

stopmefrombeingangryatme

Nkosi:TalktomeNaye.Talktome,you'retheone

whotoldmeaboutsittingdownandtalkingabout

problems,youtheonewhotoldmeabout

communicationandnotgettingangryandkeeping

thingstomyself.Justtalktome,please.Thisisjust

reallyfrustrating,Idon'tknowwhyyou'reangryat

meandnottalkingtomeNokukhanyaIreallydon't

know,Talktomeplease.Hecameclosetomeand

heldme.Istartedcrying

Me:I'mangryatyoubecauseyouletthemhavetheir

waywithyou.Nkosinathithatmoneywasjusttoo

muchandyou'llstillhavetopayfortheirceremony.

Youcould'vegiventhematleastjustR100000,they

usedEmihlejusttogetmoneyfromyou.

Nkosi:Iknow,andnomoneycanbuyEmihle.She's

worthmuchmorethanthatmillionrand.Iwould've



evengiventhemmycompanyifitswhatthey

wanted.

Me:Areyouinsane?

Nkosi:EmihleismydaughterandI'ddoanythingfor

her.We'llgettochangeEmihle'ssurnameandshe'll

beahappychild.Shetoldmeshecan'twaittobea

Mkhizeandhavethesamesurnameasallofus.I

diditforourfamilyandforher,she'sworthloosing

thatmillion.

Me:ButNkosiI...

Nkosi:SsshNaye,nothingwillchangewhat

happened.Andwewon'tbetalkingaboutthisagain.

Iunderstandthatitupsetyoubutthere'snothingto

beupsetabout.Nowstopbeingangryatmeplease

Me:Finewhere'smylunchbar?

Nkosi:Justlikethat?Nokiss,nohug,noquickie?

Me:Don'tpushit

Nkosi:Youknowyouwantsomeofthis.

Hesaidashetookmyhandandputitonhis

manhood



Me:Idon't.Ijustwantmylunchbar

Hekeptonkissingthebackofmyneckand

squeezingmybutt.

Nkosi:Whathappenedtohavinga"Kissand

Makeup"sessionafterushavinganarguement?I

missthat

Me:Thatendedwhenyoudecidedtomakeme

pregnantandhaveahugewhalebody.

Nkosi:Ididn'thearyoucomplainingwhilewemade

thebaby,allIheardwasyouscreamingmyname

outloud.

Me:Maybeyouwerehearingyourownthings.

Nkosi:Areyousure?

Me:Very,verysureMrMkhize.

Nkosi:We'llseeaboutthat.

HekissedmewhilesqueezingmyboobsandIwas

alreadygettingwetforhim.Weendedupmaking

loveanditwassoslowandpassionateandyes!I

wasscreamingouthisname.Ifeltmyselfbuilding

upandmykneesshaking.JustwhenIwasaboutto



cum,NkosijusttookouthismanhoodandIcouldn't

believeit!

Me:Nkosinathiwhatareyoudoing!

Nkosi:Nothing

Me:Getbackinthere,Iwasabouttocum!

ReallyNaye?I'mnowbeggingNkosiyetIwasangry

athimanhourago.

Nkosi:Nexttimeyou'lltalktomeandnotignoreme

likeakid.

Withthatsaidhewalkedtothebathroomandstood

bythedoor.

Nkosi:Bytheway,Ilovethewayyouscreammy

name.Itssexy,nowcloseyourlegs.

Helaughedandwinkedatme!Hehasthenerve!He

isneverevergettinganyfrommeever!Thiswashis

last.
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We'rejustaweekawayfrommyweddingday,I'm

veryexcited,nervousandverybig.Ihopemy

weddingdresswillfitwell,IchoseaCinderelladress

withsparklesonthetopandit'sdetailsareperfect.

Itwasveryexpensivebutworthit,agirlonlygetsto

dothisonceinherlifesoitmustbeallyou'veever

dreamtof.WhatI'mlookingforwardtothemostis

whenmyfatherwalksmedowntheaisle,thathas

beenmydreamsinceIwas5.I'vedreamtaboutitso

manytimesandIcan'tbelievethatitsonlyjusta

weekaway.Hehashissuitreadyandwe'rebothjust

lookingforwardtoit.Ilovemyfathermorethan

anythinginthisworld,okayIlovemydaughtermore.

ShealsohasawhiteCinderelladresswhichlooksa

bitlikemineandshe'llbemytwinfortheday.The

weddingisallallsheevertalksabout,she'sreally

excitedandhappy.Whatmakeshermorehappyis

thatshe'snowEmihleMkhize,yepithappened

quickerthanIexpecteditto.Theceremonywas



doneanditwasalsodoneinLangelihletowelcome

herintothefamily.Itwasareallywonderful

ceremonyandeverythingwentwell.Shesaysshe

wassohappywhenherteachercalledout"Emihle

Mkhize"duringregistrationatschool.Itreallydoes

makememorethanhappytoseehersohappyand

she'sevengainingweight she'sjustsocuteand

tall.She'sgoingtogrowandbetallerthanme.Nkosi,

hasbeenjustawonderfulhusbandandfather,heis

reallyagreatmanandI'mveryluckytobewith

someonethatlovesmeandcaresformesoso

much.Hetakesgoodcareofmeandtreatsmelike

afragileglass.HeissoprotectiveandIdon'teven

wearhighheelsanymorebecauseheisafraidthatI'll

fall.Hedrivesmetooandfromwork,thoughwe

argueeverymorning.Hewantsmetostopgoingto

workbecausemybellyisnowbig.Itsnoteventhat

big!Buthemakesahugedealoutofit,Iwonderhow

itwillbeonceI'm7or8monthspregnant.I'mstill

just4monthspregnantandheisalreadytellingme

tostopworking,whatwillIsitathomeanddofor

thenext5months?Todayheiscomingbackhome,

hehadwenttoNewYorkforhisnewbusiness



projecteverythingisgoingsowellforhimandI'm

veryproudofhim.Istilldogetmymonthly

allowanceandgetpaid10%ofeachcontract.Ididn't

payforanythingforthisweddingandallIdowithmy

moneyisspoilmyselfandmybabies.Shoppinghas

becomewhatIdobestandI'minlovewithit.My

eatinghabitsarestrangeandalwayschange,Inow

reallyreallyhatemuffinsandmyheartisbroken

becausetheyjustusedtobemyfavorite.Ican't

standthesmellofanegg,andmanyotherfoods.I'm

alwayseatingUsu,whichisbeeftripe.Idon'tmakeit

myselfbecauseIhatethesmellofitbutGog'Zondi

hasbeenmakingitformewhileI'matworkandI

alwayseatit,Nkosienjoysmycravingsforbeeftripe

becauseit'salsohisfavoritesoweeatittogether.

Emihledoesn'ttakepartbecauseshehatesit.

NoluthandoandIhavebeentalkingalmosteveryday,

herrelationshipwithNkosihasdefinitelyimproved

andshe'sabetterpersonnowwho'salwaysina

goodmood.Shecalledmeoneofthesedaysand

shewascryingbecauseitwasthefirsttimeNkosi

toldherhelovesher.ShecriedsohardandIfeltso

sorryforher.Iguessallshereallyneededwaslove



fromNkosinathiandamazinglyIwasn'tjealousatall,

insteadIwashappywhichalsocompletelyshocked

Nkosinathi.Ourfamilyisjustonehappyfamilyand

she'llbecomingforourwedding.Ourweddingwill

berighthereatthegarden,itisahugegardenandit

hasenoughspaceforeveryone,Ididn'twanttobook

anyextravagantplacewhileIhaveabeautiful

backyardwithbeautifulgardenandasmalllakenext

toit,whywastemoney?Nkosialsolovedtheidea

andourweddingplannerjustdoesamazingwork,I

alreadyhaveapictureinmyheadofhoweverything

willlookandIhopeeverythingIwantedwillbethere.

I'vebeenabridezillaandI'velovedit otherthan

thatI'mhappyforalltheexperienceI'vehadwhile

planningmywedding.Mphoisinchargeofthe

groomsmansuitsandNkosihasalreadyselected

hissuit,Iwasn'tallowedtoseeitandI'mlooking

forwardtoseehim,I'mnotthatnervousaboutit

becausehereallyknowshowtodressandstyle

himselfsoItrustthathe'lllookamazing.Workhas

beenabithectictoday,mosttimesI'mjustnow

doingofficeworkanddon'tgotothetheaternor

deliveranybabiesnow.Idomissthatpartofmyjob



butIcan'tdoitanymore.Nkosimadethatveryclear

andhedoesn'twantmehavingtoruntoemergency

rooms,hesaysIcouldjusttripandfall.Hedefinately

wantsnothingtoharmourbaby.There'saknockon

mydoorandIopentofindabrownbigteddybear

withacardwritten"Hugme"Ilaughedandtookit

andclosedthedoor.Ihuggeditandsmiled,itwas

fromNkosi.Iwasabouttositdownwhentherewas

anotherknockonthedoor.Iopenedandtherewasa

boxofchocolateswithacardwritten"Eatme"I

laggedandclosedthedoor.Iopenedthechocolates

andtookonewhilelookingformyphone.Icalled

Nkosi

Me:MrMkhize

Nkosi:Openthedoor.

Iquicklyopenedandhewasstandingtherewitha

smileonhishandsomeface.

Nkosi:Thismanstandinginfrontofyoulovesyou

verymuch.

Me:Ilovehimtoo

Hesmiledanddroppedthecall.Ithrewmyselfat



himandhecarriedme,he'sstillabletocarryme

evenwithallthisweightI'vegainedandmybigbelly.

Wekissedandheclosedthedoorandputme

againstit.Hewasbreathingheavilyandkepton

squeezingmybutt.

Nkosi:I'vemissedyousomuchmuch

Me:I'vemissedyoutoo

Wesatonthecouchandhemademesitontopof

him.

Me:HowwasNewYork?

Nkosi:Itwasfine,I'llenjoyitbetterwhenweallgo.I

wasthinkingweshouldgothereforourhoneymoon

withEmihletoo.

Me:That'sagreatidea,I'msureshe'llalsolovethe

idea.

Nkosi:Ihopeshewill.I'vemissedher,I'vealso

missedthelittleonehere.Heydaddyisback

Hekeptonrubbingmybellyandallofasudden

therewasakickandhiseyeswidened

Nkosi:Whatjusthappened?



Me:Ithinkthebabykicked!Nkosinathithebabyis

kicking!Iscreamedandtearsjustfellfrommy

cheeksIwassohappyandwekissed

Nkosi:Thisisamazing,wehaveourlittlesoccer

playerinhere.

Me:Itsearlyforababytokick.Maybebynextmonth

Iwould'veexpectedit.

Nkosi:Iguessshe'sfullofsurprises.Babelet's

checkifit'sagirlorboy

Me:Youreallywanttofindout?

Nkosi:Yes,let'shaveabet.Isayitsagirl,ifIwin

we'llhavesexallnight.

Me:(laughs)Isayit'saboy,ifIwinwedon'thavesex

forthenext3weeks.

Nkosi:Deal

Me:okayI'lllayonthebedandI'lltellyouwhattodo

Nkosi:Ican'tbelieveI'mactuallyagreeingtothisbut

okaylet'sdoit.

Ilaidonthebedandtoldhimwhattodoandhe



followedmyinstructionswhichisjustsounlikehim.

WeheardthebabiesheartbeatandNkosiwasjust

soamazed.WhenIheardEmihle'sheartbeatforthe

firsttimeandfoundouthergenderIwasalone.

Ndumisowasoutofthecountry,IcriedbecauseI

hadwishedhewasthere.ItfeelsgreatthatNkosiis

hereandhisexpressionisjustmakingmehappy

andemotional.

Nkosi:What'sthat?

Me:That'sthebabieshead,lookit'slikeshe'seating

herfingers.YouwinNkosinathi

Nkosi:Itsagirl!Howdidyouseethat?

Me:NkosiI'magynaecologistremember?Lookhere

Ireallycan'tdescribethesmileonhisface,I'venever

seenhimsohappy.

Nkosi:Itoldyouitsagirl!Babeitsagirl!

Ilaughedathimandhekissedme.Iwipedoffthe

gelandtooktheprintedoutscanandgavehim.

Nkosi:Comecloser

Hehuggedmeandwekissedforawhile



Nkosi:Thankyouverymuchforthiswonderfulgift,

I'llbehavinganotherbeautifulprincesswho'lllook

justasprettyasEmihle.

Me:Maybeshe'llalsobetalllikeyou.Iwonderwho

she'llreallylooklike.

Nkosi:I'msohappyrightnow.IloveyouMaMkhize.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Nkosi:Letmecallmomandtellherthegoodnews.

I'llputitonloudspeaker.HecalledandtheQueen

answered

MaQ:Myboy

Nkosi:Mom,I'mturning30,Ihavetwowivesand

twodaughtersbutyoustillcallmeyourboy?Wow

MaQ:You'llalwaysbemyboy.Didyoujustsaytwo

daughters?

Me:YesMa,itsagirl.

MaQ:Wow!That'ssoamazing,congratulations.I'm

sohappyforyou.I'llhaveanothergranddaughterto

maketeaforme.



Wecontinuedtalkingforawhileandthensaidour

goodbyesthenendedthecall.

Nkosi:Ihadactuallycomeheretofetchyou.Let'sgo

home

Me:Letmesignafewthingsandwe'llgo.

IsatonmychairandsignedallthedocumentsI

neededtosignandpackedmybag,hecarrieditand

wewereoff.Justwhenwecameoutthehospital

doorsthereweremanyjournalistsandflashing

camerasoutside.Idon'tthinkI'llevergetusedto

this!Ihadforgottenaboutit,it'slikeeachtimeNkosi

getsabusinessdealtheycomerunningbackinto

ourlives.

Journalist:MrMkhize,isittruethatyouhave

anotherwifebesidesDrKhoza?

Howdidtheyevenknowaboutthis?

Nkosi:YesIdo.

Her:Wow,whyisshekeptasecret?We'veheard

thatyou'refromRoyalty,issheyourruralwife?Was

yourweddingarranged?



Him:MrsMkhize,howdoesitfeeltobethesecond

wife?Doyouguysgetalong?Didyouknowyouwere

datingamarriedman?

Ijustwalkedpassandignoredtheirquestion

Her:DidyoumarryMrsMkhizethesecondjust

becauseshe'spregnantwithyourbaby?

Nkosi:Wewon'tbeansweringanyofyourquestions

rightnow.MyPAwillcontactyouaboutthedetails

fortomorrow'spressconferencethat'swhereI'll

answerallyourquestions.Wegotinsidethecarand

droveoff.

Me:Whatpressconference?

Nkosi:Iwasgoingtotalktoyouaboutit.We'll

discussitwhenwegethome.

Me:Let'sfetchEmihlefirst

Nkosi:Okaybabe

Itookmyphoneandtextedmymomtellinghermy

babyisagirl,Itextedmysister,Lebo,Pheloandmy

girls.Theyallrespondedandwereveryhappyand

excitedforme.WegottoEmihle'sschoolandshe



rantothecarandgotin.

Emihle:Afternoondearparents

Me:Afternoonbabygirl.Youseemtobeinagood

mood

Emihle:Ihadagreatday,DaddyI'vemissedyou

Nkosi:I'vemissedyoutoomydaughter.Idohave

somethingtotellyou

Emi:Whatisitdad?

Nkosi:You'llbehavingalittlesister.

Emi:Yeey!It'sagirl!Momyou'rehavingagirlreally?

Me:YesEmi

Emi:Iguessdadwasalwaysright,howdidyouknow?

Nkosi:Icouldfeelit.Iguessitwasaluckyguess.I

didwinagoodbetandI'mlookingforwardtomy

reward.

Helookedatmeandwinked

Emi:Whatreward?

WelaughedandIlookedathimwaitingforhis



response

Nkosi:Thatyourmomwillbuyusicecream

everyday.

Emi:Yes!Nowthat'sagreatreward

Welaughedandgothome.IhelpedEmiwithher

homeworkwhileNkosimadesandwichesforus.

AfterweweredoneEmihlewenttothecinemaroom

towatchmovies.NkosiandIsatatthelounge

cuddling.

Nkosi:SoyoudorememberthatKayla,hercrewand

thepresswerethereforumembesoandthe

welcomingceremony.ItmadethemagazinesinLA

andnewspaperswhichwereseeninternationallyand

Noluthandowasalsoseenandthatconfirmedmany

oftheirspeculations.NowIhavetohaveapress

conferenceandconfirmeverythingandcorrect

someofthethingswrittenonthenewspapers.Itwill

happentomorrowandI'dlikeyoutobetheretoo.

Noluthandowillalsobethere.

Me:OhokayI'llcome

Nkosi:Thankyou.



Me:Thiswon'tcauseanydamage?

Nkosi:Ithasbutitdidn'taffectthecompanyalot.

We'velosttwodealsjustbecausetheydon'tbelieve

inpolygamybuttheothersarestillwithus.They're

morefocusedonmyworkthanmypersonallife.

Me:That'sgood,sorryforthedealsyoulost.

Nkosi:Itsnobigdealbabe.We'llmakemore

businessdealsbetterthantheoneswe'velost.

Me:Ifyousayso.

Nkosi:MrAdamsandhiswifewillbehereforour

wedding.

Me:Ohwowthat'sgreat

Nkosi:I'mreallylookingforwardtoit.I'veneverbeen

hypeduporeventhoughtI'dhaveawhitewedding

butI'mhappythatitsgoingtohappenI'mactually

excited.

Me:YouandNoluthandodidn'thaveawhitewedding?

Nkosi:Nope.Shesaidshedoesn'twantone,she

wasn'treallyinterestedinhavingawhiteweddingso



Ijustwentalongwithwhatshewanted.

Wecontinuedtalkingandwepreparedsupper

together.AfteritwasreadyEmihlecameandweall

hadsuppertogetherwhilehavingagreat

conversationandplanningthenurseryroomforthe

littleprincess.Nkosistilldoesn'twanttotellme

whathe'llnameourbaby,hesaysI'llfindouttheday

Igivebirth.

Emi:I'mgoingtobednow.Goodnightdearparents

Nkosi:GoodnightKiddo

Shewentupstairsandwewashedthedishes.After

weweredonewewenttoourroom

Nkosi:Now,IthinkitstimeIgotmyreward.

Me:Ohreally?WhatifIsayIdon'twanttoreward

you?

Nkosi:IguessI'lljusthavetotakewhat'smineone

wayoranother.Adealisadealmylady.

Ilaughedandhecamecloserandwekissed.Thisis

goingtobeonelonglongnight.
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Idon'tknowhowtofeelabouttodaybutI'mlooking

forwardtoit.Nkosihasbeenonthephoneall

morninganditlookslikehe'sgoingtohavepretty

muchabusyday.Itookoutadarkgreendresswith

blackpencilheelsanddidmymakeup.

Nkosi:You'renotwearingthoseheelsNaye

Me:Iam,babeI'llcarryslippers.I'mnotgoingthere

wearingflatshoesandI'mnotgoingtherewearinga

beautifuldesignerdresswithflatshoes.That'sjust

sowrong

Nkosi:IseenoproblemwiththatatallNaye

Me:ofcauseyoudon't.Ijustneedtolookbeautiful

Nkosi:Youarebeautiful

Me:Don'tlie,Ilooklikeawhale.Didyouseehow



bloatedmycheekslook?Didyouseemynose?

Nkosinathi,beautifulisthelastwordyoucan

describemeasrightnow.I'mugly!

Nkosi:Comehere,cometodaddy.

Ilaughedathimandwenttohim.Wehuggedandhe

kissedmyforehead

Nkosi:Youlookbeautifulandyoushouldn'tdoubt

that.You'reevenmoreprettierwiththisbigsexy

nose.Yesyourcheeksarebloated,youhavehuge

feetandmoodswingsbutyou'reperfect.Thisisall

happeningbecauseyou'repregnantandwe're

expectingabeautifuldaughter.Youshouldn'tlook

downonyourselfbabe,thathurtsme.You're

beautiful

Me:Thankyou

Ikissedhimandcried.Ihonestlywanttolook

beautifulandprettierthanNolu,herskinisso

perfectandIknowI'mbeingselfishandjealousright

nowbutpeoplewillbelike..WhatdoesNkosiseein

me?Noluthandoisverybeautifulandlookinglikethe

whaleIlooklikerightnowisn'thelpingmyself



esteem

Nkosi:Whyareyoucryingnow?

Me:(Sniffs)She'sprettierthanme

Nkosi:Who?

Me:Noluthando.She'sgoingtocometherelooking

beautifulwhileIlooklikeawhale

Nkosi:ReallyNaye?You'recomparingyourselfto

Noluthando.She'snothingcomparedtoyoubabe.

You'rebothbeautifulinyourownway.Pleasestop

doingthistoyourself.Iloveyouandyou'rebeautiful

Me:SorryI'mjustbeinganemotionalwreck.I'llgo

finishupsowecango

Nkosi:Iloveyou

Me:Loveyoumore.

Ifinishedupwithmymakeupandputonmyweave,

it'sawig.Whichremindsme,Ineedtocutmyhair

soitcouldbethesamelength.Tookmyslippersand

puttheminmybagpluseverythingI'llneed.If

someonewouldopenmybag,they'dloosetheir

mind.ItssodisorganizedandI'mnotplanningon



organizingitanytimesoon.

Nkosi:You'reready?

Me:YesIam.Letmegotothebathroomquickly

Nkosi:I'llwaitforyoudownstairs,youneedtohave

breakfast.

AfterIwasdone,Iwentdownstairsandhehad

dishedupforme.WehadbreakfastandNkosileft

first.We'llbearrivingseparatelyandIdon'tknow

why.IgotacallfromNoluthando

Nolu:Whereareyousweetie?

Me:I'mstillathome.ButI'mdone

Nolu:OkayI'llcomefetchyou.

Me:Okaythat'scool.I'llbewaiting.

After30minsshearrivedandshewaswearingagrey

dresswithblackstilettos.

Nolu:Honey,let'sgo.We'resolate

Me:Nkosiisgoingtoflip,youknowhowpunctualhe

is.



JustwhenwegotintothecarIgotacallfromNkosi

Nkosi:Whereareyou?

Me:I'mcoming

Nkosi:Whereareyou?Idon'tthinkNoluishere.Do

youknowwheresheis?

Me:She'swithme,we'reonourway.We'relike

5minsaway.

HedroppedthecallandIlaughed.We're30mins

awayandhe'llbeangrythatwe'relate.Womenare

alwayslate,he'lljusthavetodealwithit.Wegot

thereandsatinthecaralittlewhiledoinglittletouch

upshereandthereonourmakeup.Noluthando

cameoutfirstandhelpedmeputmyheelsonthen

heldmyhand.Thecamera'swereonusandIcould

seeNkosismilingfromadistance.Wewalkedtothe

frontrowwhereourseatswereandwesatdown.

Nolu:Therearesomanyjournalistshere,Ifeellikea

celebrity.

Ilaughedatherandtheconferencebegan.Iguess

theywerewaitingforustoarrive.Nkosi'sPAspoke



firstaddressingusonhoweverythingwillhappen

todayandthenNkosisteppedonthepodium.

Nkosi:GoodMorning,I'dfirstlovetogreetmy

beautifulwivessittingrightthereisMrsNoluthando

MkhizeandMrsNayeMkhize.Don'ttheyjustlook

beautiful?AndI'dlovetoalsogreeteveryonewhois

heretodayasweaddresstheissueofwhat'sbeen

writtenonthenewspapersandSocialMediaabout

me.I'dlovetojustgetstraighttothepointand

wastenotime.Idohaveabusydayaheadofme.Do

knowwe'llbetakingquestionsalittlelater.Iam

NkosinathiMkhizeasyouallknow,theCEOofMMH,

MakhosazanaMkhizeHoldingswhichisnamed

aftermylategrandmawhowasabigpartofmylife.

Therehasbeenspeculationsandsomerumors

aboutmeandyessomeofthemaretrue.Ihavetwo

wivesandIamacrownedprince,IamRoyalty.Imet

mysecondwife,Nayeabout4yearsagoanditwas

loveatfirstsightandI'msureyouallwonderingwhy

wewereonlytogetherthisyear.We'vehadour

difficulties,Iwasinlovewithherandshedidhave

feelingsformebuttherewasalotshewasgoing



throughsoIwaitedforher.She'sthefirstwomanI

fellinlovewithandownedmyheart.IamRoyalty

andIalwaysknewthatonedayI'dhavetomarrya

royalprincessandbetheKingofLangelihle.That

happenedsoonerthanIexpected,twoyearslater

afterIhadmetandfellinlovewithNaye.Iwas

arrangedinamarriagewithPrincessNoluthando,

whoismyfirstwife.Webothknewitwasjustan

arrangementandsheknewIwasdeeplyinlovewith

someoneelse.Thingswerereallydifficultforuson

thefirstyearofourmarriagebutwepulledthrough.

AllthiswhileIwasstillverymuchinlovewithNaye

andshedidn'tknowIwasmarried,nooneknew

besidesmyfamilyandmygents.That'show

complicatedmylifewas.Januarythisyearthings

finallyhappenedformeandNaye,andItold

Noluthando.ThingshappenedquicklyandIknewI

wantedtomarryher,we'vebeeninlovewitheach

otherfor4yearsyettogetherforjustafewmonths.I

toldherIwasmarried,andIalmostlosther.Iwas

happywhenshesaidshelovesmeandwe'llwork

thingsout,thatshe'sacceptingmeforwhoIamand

alsoacceptingthefactthatIhaveawife.That'show



allitcameabout.I'dliketocalluponmylovelytwo

wivesMrsNoluthandoandNayeMkhize.

Webothstoodupandshehelpedmeupthestairs

Nkosi:She'sexpectingasyouallknowandit'sagirl.

I'mhavinganotherprincess.Westoodandhewasin

themiddleandIwasonhisrighthandsidewithNolu

ontheleft.

Nkosi:We'llstartwithmyfirstwife,Noluthandoas

she'llintroduceherself.

Nolu:Thankyou,asyou'veallheardmynameis

NoluthandoMkhize.I'mMrMkhize'sfirstwife.

There'snothingmuchtosayaboutmyselfandI'm

reallynotgoodwithpublicspeakingandbeingoutin

theopen.IfwewereinacourtroomI'dbeperfectly

fine.

Wealllaughedandshesteppedback

Nkosi:We'llnowbetakingquestions,pleasedoraise

yourhandifyouhaveaquestion.

ThejournalistsraisedtheirhandsandNkosipointed

atoneguywhowaswearingagreenshirt



Guy:I'dliketoaskafewquestionstoMrs

Noluthando.Howdidyoutakeitwhenyoufoundout

MrMkhizeistakinganotherwife,awifethathehas

lovedevenbeforeyou?Andwhydidyouallowthe

secondwifetobeknownbeforeyou?

Nolu:MyhusbandtoldmeaboutNayebeforeour

weddingday.Growingupinroyaltyyoualwaysknow

yourdestiny,youalwaysexpectyou'llbemarriedof

toaprincewhomightbeinlovewithsomeoneelse

andyoudoexpecttobeinapolygomousmarriage.I

reallydidn'tmindbecauseI'mnotwithNkosinathito

beknownandhavefamejustbecauseI'mmarriedto

him.Ididn'tmindbeingunknown

Guy:SowhatyoutryingtosayisthatMrsNayeis

thereforthefameandmoney?

Nolu:Notatall.ShelovesourhusbandasmuchasI

lovehim.Justbecauseshewasoutintheopen

doesn'tmeanshe'sthereforthemoneyandfame.

We'rebothdoingverywellforourselves,MrMkhize's

moneyhasnothingtodowithit.Himbeingwealthy

justhadtobeabonus.We'relucky



Lady:Whatdoyoudo?

Nolu:I'malawyer.

Lady2:IhaveaquestionforMrsNaye,Don'tyou

thinkyoushould'vebeenfirstwife?

Me:InevereventhoughtIwouldbehiswife.And

nowthatIam,I'mhappythatI'mhiswife.Firstor

secondhelovesme.Helovesusequallyandwe're

happy.

Lady2:Howdoesitfeeltoknowthatyourchildren

willneverberecognizedasRoyaltyevenifyougive

birthtothefirstsonhewon'tbecrownedKing?

Me:Thatdoesn'tbotherme,maybeitmightbother

mykidsbutthey'llgrowupknowing.Eachofour

childrenwillbetreatedequallywhethermykidsare

halfroyal.TheywillknowtheirrolesintheRoyal

house.Ourchildrenwillgrowwithloveandcarefor

oneanotherandnotbytheirstatuses.

Guy1:Onyourwelcomingceremonyiswassaidthat

"You'rethechosenone,yourthelightofthefamily

andtheancestorshavechosenyoutobeQueenand

leadnexttoMrMkhize,doesthatredeemyoumuch



higherthanMrsNolu?Howdoyoufeelaboutthis?

Doesthatmakeyourchildrenfullroyalty?

Me:Noitdoesn't.Itdoesmakemefeelhonoredbut

thatdoesn'tmeanthefirstQueenwillnotdoher

dutiesandwillnotbeseenasQueen.Ihonestly

don'tknowandweneverknowwhatfatedecides.

Nkosi:We'llbetakingthelastquestionfromtheguy

atthebackwithglasses

Guy2:Iknowyoulovethembothbutthere'sno

50/50,whodoyoulovemost?Doyoureallylove

Noluoryou'rejustwithherbecauseoftradition?

Nkosi:Ifyouhadaskedmethisquestionafew

monthsbackI'dtellyouIdon'tloveNoluthandoatall

andI'mwithherbecauseoftraditionandIloveNaye

themost.Butthat'sonlybecauseIhadnever

allowedmyselftogettoknowNoluandloveheras

muchasIloveNaye.Nayetoldmetolearntolove

Nolubecausenowomandeservestobewithaman

thatdoesn'tloveher.That'swhenIopenedupand

learnedtoloveher,andIloveherasmuchasIlove

Naye.TheybothhavemyheartandI'maluckyman.



TheyarebothverydifferentpeopleandIlovethem

bothintheirownway.I'mahappyman.

Guy2:I'msorry,youdidsayitsthelastquestionbut

shouldweexpectathirdwife?

NoluandI:No!

Everyonelaughed,itwasacoincidence andit's

justnevergoingtohappen.Therewon'tbeanyother

wifehere.There'snospaceforheratall.

Nkosi:They'vespoken.Therewon'tbenothirdwife.

WewenttobacktositdownonourseatsandthePA

closedofftheconferenceandafewpictureswere

takenwhereitwasthethreeofusandsomeofme

andNolualone.Thatwentreallywell.BetterthanI

hadthoughtitwould.We'rereallystartingtobea

happyfamilyandIdon'tfeeljealousanymorewhen

NkosikissesNoluorholdsherhand.I'mgrowingup

andacceptingthesituation.Thisismylifenowand

It'sgoingtobelikethisfortherestofmylife.

Nkosi:IthinkweshouldhavelunchtogetherandI'll

comebacktoworkandyouladiesseewhatyoudo

fortherestoftheday.



Nolu:Soundslikeagreatidea

Me:Ijustneedtotakeofftheseshoes.

Nkosikneeleddownandtookoffmyshoes,Nolu

gavehimmyslippersandapicturewastakenwhile

wewereintheprocessofchangingmyshoes

Lady:Sorry,Ijusthadto.Youguyslookedcute

Nkosi:Noproblem.

TheladywalkedawayandwegotintoNkosi'scar.

Nolu'scarwillbetakenhome.

WegottoCaliforniaDreamingandwedidgetafew

peoplelookingatus.I'mreallyhungrysothese

peopleshouldreallybefastandnotmakemewait

long.

Nkosi:Thando,you'llbestayingright?

Nolu:YesI'llleaveafterthewedding.

Me:That'sgreat.I'lltakethedayofftomorrowsowe

cangoshoppingandhaveagirlsday.

Nkosi:OhsoI'mnotinvited

Me:Noyou'renot.



Welaughedandourfoodwasserved.Wewere

havingalovelyconversationandIjustsatand

lockedatthemtogether.TheylookgoodandNoluis

actuallyaniceperson.Iguessallshejustneeded

wasloveandattentionfromNkosi.Nkosiseems

morecomfortableandisacceptingthesituation

more.

Nolu:I'vebeenthinkingofmovingtoDurban,maybe

nextmonth.

Me:Iwasactuallywonderingwhenyou'llmovehere.

Youcan'tbeinLangelihleallthetime.

Nkosi:That'sgood

Iguesswe'llhavetosortoutourlivingarrangements.

Nolu:Iwasthinkingofbuyingmyselfahousein

MusgraveorWestville.I'vebeenlookingatsome

houses

Me:Ithinkitsbestifwebothjusthaveourown

houses

Nkosi:Youwon'tstaywithme?

Nolu:No



Me:I'llalsomoveoutandfindmyownhouse.

Nkosi:Okay,youshouldbothfindhousesyoulike

andI'llbuythemandwe'lltakethingsfromthere.I'm

gladI'llhavebothmywiveshere.

Nolu:Noneedto,IalreadysavedupthemoneyI'll

usetobuymyhouse.

Nkosi:Thando,I'mbuyingyouthehouseandwe

won'tdiscussthisanyfurther.

Nolu:Fine.

Ilaughedatthemandcontinuedeatingmyfood.I

guessitsalljusthappening.We'resettlingandwe're

doingthingsright.IlovemyfamilyandIcouldn'tbe

muchhappierthanthis.

#NNBBF

Hopeyouenjoy!

Pleaselikeandcomment!

[1/10,23:59]Tatenda:Insert33

ThedayI'vebeenwaitingforhasfinallycome.The



daythatI'vedreamtaboutsinceIwasjustfiveyears

old.Thedayeverywomanlooksforwardto,theday

thatonlycomesonceinourlivesandthedaywhere

nothingandnooneelsemattersbesidesyouand

yourgroom.Whereyoujustwearyourwedding

dresswithprideandletyourtearsofjoyflowand

themomentyoujustsay"Ido"that,thatisjustone

happymomentthatnoonecanevertakeaway.It

trulyisworththewaitandnothingfeelsmorespecial

thanthisday.Maybesomegirlsdon'tdreamtoget

marriedandsomearen'tintogirlythingssuchas

lookinglikeaprincessandlookingforwardto

wearingyourwhitedressbecausewealldifferent

butIbelievethatthisshouldbeeverylittlegirls

dreamandwealldeserveit.Everythinghasbeen

sortedout,ImadesureIcheckedeverythinglast

nightandeverythingisinitsplace.Mywedding

planner/organizerreallydeservesherpayment,she

hasdoneanamazingjobandIcouldn'tbemore

happier.Mygirlshavealsoreallyoutdidthemselves,

lastnightwehadabachelorettepartyanditwas

awesome!Theguyshadtheirbachelorpartyat

Danny'sandthey'llbepreparingandgettingdressed



there.Mostofourguestswhocameyesterdayslept

atoneofThabo'shotelsandtheRoyalfamilyishere

atNkosi'shouse.Theweddingwillbetakingplaceat

thebackyardandeverythinglookedbeautifulwhenI

wenttoseeitearlythismorning.IswearI'mthefirst

bridetowakeupasearlyasIdid.Iguessitsjustthe

excitement,Iwasalreadyupby3am.Siyalaughedat

meandIdidfallasleepagainaround5andwokeup

at8.Myparentssleptatthehotelandthey'llcome

oncetheyareready.Icannotwaittofinallywalk

downtheaislewithmyfather,itssomethingI've

alwayslookedforwardto.Theweddingwillstartat

9:30amandnowits7am.Thegirlsprepared

breakfastandwe'reallseatedattheloungehaving

breakfast.ZandyissointimidatedbytheKing,she

doesn'tevenspeakwhenheisaround.Thisisthe

onlypersonIknowthatscarcesZandileanditsa

shocktoallofus.NongceboandZeeclearedthe

dishesfromthetableandwewashedthem.We

werealljustinthekitchenhavingagood

conversationwhiletheKingandQueenwentto

prepareforthewedding



Dodo:Itstimewealsogotready.Wedon'twantto

belateorthathusbandofyourswillbiteourheads

off

Bee:Heistoopunctual.Heexpectseverythingto

startexactlyat9:30.

Welaughedandwentupstairsonthelastfloor.We

allshoweredandwewantedtogetdressedinthe

sameroom.

Ntoko:Ladies,everyoneissorted?Nothingmissing?

Idon'twantbridesmaidsthatwillhavesomething

missing.

Lebo:Don'tworry,we'resorted.

Ngamso:IthinkIhavethewrongshoesize,please

checkifyouhaveasize7?

Bee:Ohhere,Ihaveasevenandfive.

Ntoko:Pleasesortthisout.

IthinkI'mthefirstbridetohavesomany

bridesmaids.Ihave12bridesmaidsandthemaidof

honourismysisterNomkitha(Dodo)Noluthandois

notoneofthebridesmaids.Nkosi'sbestmanis



Mayi.Ihaven'tseentheirsuitsbutSnehsaysthey

lookgood.

Me:Ineedsomeonetohelpmewiththedress

MaQwalkedinandofferedtohelpmegetdressed.

MaQ:Thisisaverybeautifuldress.I'mfeelingso

happyrightnow,I'mhappythatmysonfinallyfound

trueloveinatruegoodheartedwoman.Raising

Nkosinathiwasn'teasy,sometimesIhadtobehard

onhimandIwasalwaysworriedaboutthatboy.He

hadhisownmindandwasalwaysrebellious.He

stoodforwhathebelievedinandmadesurehe

makeshisdreamscometrue.Mysonneverbelieved

inlove,hewasalwaysjustfilledwithsomuchanger

andrage,IknewIhadfailedasamother.Butthen

youcameintohislife,helaughedandsangforme.I

criedbecauseIdidn'tknowthathecouldsing.Itwas

thefirsttimeIheardhisvoice.

Belinda:Nkosinathicansing?

Me:Iwasalsoshockedwhenhesangforme.

Zee:Ihopehehasasoftmomenttodayandhe

sings,I'dlovetohearhim.



Nkosi'smothergotsoemotional.OnceIwasdressed

andsheevencried,Iwasalsogettingemotional.

MaQ:Youlookbeautiful.Nowputthegownon,I'llgo

callyourmakeupartist.

Me:ThankyouMa

Zandy:Itsagoodthingthatyourmotherinlawloves

you.IalwaysfearthatmaybeI'llgetmarriedandthe

motherdoesn'tlikeme.

Kamo:Weallknowthatyou'dkickherass.You

wouldn'tletherbringyoudown.

Zandy:Iwouldn'tbutthatalsohurts

Nceba:Reasonswhyyoushouldn'tgetmarried.

Ngamos:Amen.

Me:Youlookbeautifulgirls

Theyreallydidlookbeautiful,theyworeRoyalBlue

marmaiddresses.

Me:Havemyparentsarrived?

Phelo:No



Me:Passmemyphoneplease.What'stakingthem

solong?

IcalledDadandheanswered

Me:Dad,whereareyou?

Dad:Yourmotherdecidedtotakeherowntime.

We'regoingtothecarnowmybaby.

Me:Okaydad,Iloveyou.

Dad:Iloveyoutoo,You'vemadeusreallyproud.

Mom:Weloveyou

Me:Thankyoudearparents,Iloveyoumore.

WeendedthecallandEmihlecamerunningin

Emi:HowdoIlookmom?

Me:Youlookgorgeous

Ikissedherandsheranbacktowhereshecame

from.Mymakeupartistcamefollowedbymyhair

stylist

Lebo:Ithinkyoushoulddoyourhairfirstthenthe

makeup.



Me:Goodidea.

WhileIwasdoingmyhair,Noluthandowalkedin

ululating.

Nolu:Wowladies,youlookbeautiful.

Theyallscreamedandcheered,theirrelationshipis

alsogettingbetterbutPheloandZeestilldon'tlike

her.

Nolu:Ijustcametocheckonyouguyshere,I'm

goingovertoDanny's.Anymessageforthelucky

groom?

Me:Justmakesurehelooksgoodanddoesn't

forgethisvows.

Nolu:Willdo.I'mhappyforyouguys,Iloveyou

Me:Loveyoutoo.

Wehuggedandsheleft.

Zee:"Iloveyou"andsherollshereyes

Belinda:You'reevil

Phelo:Stilltoogoodtobetrue



Siya:Giveherachanceguys

IwasdonestylingmyweaveandLauradidmymake

up.

Me:What'sthetime?

Ntoko:Justanhourleft

Me:Okayatleastthingsseemtobeontrack

Nongcebowalkedinlookingverybeautifulandshe

hadhercrownon.

Nongcebo:Youlookbeautiful,I'vebroughtyouyour

crownandtoseeifeveryoneisdressedbecause

theKingwantstocomein

Zandy:Here?

Nongcebo:Yes

Zandy:Ineedtohide.

WelaughedatherandtheKingcamein.

King:Youngladies,youalllookstunning

Kamo:Thankyou

King:Mydaughterinlaw,I'vecometoputyour



crownon.Iwantedtodoitmyself.I'mveryhonored

andhappytohaveyouinmyfamilyNokukhanyaand

Iknowmysonisingoodhands.

Me:ThankyoumyKing.

Heputonthecrownandmygirlsululated

King:Wellthen,letthecelebrationsbegin!Enjoyyour

daymydaughter,mysonreallylovesyou.

Me:Thankyou,Ilovehimtoo.

King:Willseeyouall,I'mgoingtothebackyardnow.

Thoseboysmustbeontheirwaynow.

Me:Havemyparentsarrived?

Lebo:I'msurethey'vearrivedornearbynow.

#Nkosi

Idon'tknowhowtofeelrightnow.Everythinghas

justbeensooverwhelming.I'mreallyhavingmixed

emotionsbutit'sthefirsttimeI'veeverbeenso

nervousaboutsomething.Ijustwanttohaveherin

myarmsalreadyandsayIdo.Notseeingherforthe



pasttwodayshasbeentorture,Imisshavingherin

myarms.Wewokeupandhadafewbeersjustto

calmmynervesdownandwashoutthehangover

wegotfromlastnight.Lastnightwasreallyfun,we

hadwhattheycallabachelorpartyanditwaslit,

don'tworryithadnostrippersbutwereallydranka

lotofalcohol.Ididn'tbelievewe'dbeabletoeven

wakeuptodayandbeearlyformywedding.But

luckilyBongawasabletowakeupearlyandwakeus

allup.Ifhehadn't,we'dstillbeasleepbynowand

thatwould'vebeenamess.I'mneverlatesoIguess

Nayewouldbedisappointedandveryangryatme.

Danny:Youknow,whenoneofusgetmarriedit

alwaysjustremindsmethatIshouldalsobesettling

downnow.

Lyanda:Yeahman,we'vebeendatingourgirlsfor

almost3yearsnow.

Danny:I'mjustafraidtopopthequestion.Whenis

therighttime?I'veevenboughttheringalreadybutI

justneverknowwhentodoit.

Lubah:There'sneverarighttime.



Me:Isuggestyoudoitbeforeitstoolate.

Lyanda:Whatdoyoumean?

Bonga:Whathemeansisthatshemightgettiredof

stickingaroundyetyounotmakinganymoveand

she'lljustleave.

Mpho:Atleastyouguysareontheengagement

stage,I'mstillstuckontryingtoaskZandytobemy

girlfriend.

Athi:IthoughtI'dshitonmyselfwhenIaskedSneh.

Mayi:I'minlovewithsomeonewhodoesn'teven

lookatme.LikeIdon'tthinksheevenknowsIexist

orevenfeelsomethingforher.Loveisfrustrating

Phila:Youcansaythatagain,marriageishardbutit

allworksoutifyouloveoneanother.SiyaandIhave

beenthroughmanychallengesandyouguysknow

that.Norelationshipisperfectandithasitsperks.

I'malsowonderingwhatthefutureholdsformeand

Naye.Webothknowitsnotgoingtobealwayseasy

andespeciallysinceIhavetwowives.Iknowthey'll

fightalongthewayandhavetheirdisagreements.



Maybethey'llbothhaveclashingpersonalitiesand

wanttheiropinionstomatterandtheirdecisionsto

befinal.IknowverywellthatNayewillneverletNolu

ruleoverherjustbecauseshe'sthefirstwifeandI

knowNoluwillnotlistentoNayeandletherrule

overherbecausesheisthefirstwife.Herbeingthe

chosenQueenwillnotmeananythingtoNolu,they

arebothveryverystubbornbutmydecisionisfinal

andI'mthemanofthehouseandthey'llhaveto

learntocommunicateanddowhatsbestforour

family.Idohopethatthey'llgivememanybabies,I

wantabigfamilyandIcannotwaittoseemy

daughterthatNayeiscarrying.Idothinkshe'lllook

verybeautifultodayandespeciallysinceshe's

wearingherdresswithherbellybump.Itsgoingto

lookverycuteandIknowshe'llbebreathtaking.I

justhopeshe'snotwearinganyhighheeledshoes.

Lubah:Butit'sjustthebest,nothingisasamazing

asmarriage

Thabo:Itswhateverymanneeds.

Noluwalkedinandwekissed.NoluandIhavereally

workedonourrelationshipandIlovehowweare.I



can'tsaythatI'mdeeplyinlovewithherbutIdolove

her.

Me:Youlookgood

Nolu:Thankyou,youlookgoodto.Andallyouguys

lookamazing.Nayewillbehappy,shesentmeto

comecheckonyouguys.

Mpho:It'sallcovered,Itsallmyhardwork.These

guysknownothingaboutstyle.

Bonga:Whatever,youalsolookgorgeous

Noluthando.Nkosiisaluckyman

Athi:Surroundedbybeautifulwoman.

Wealllaughedandtookafewpictures.Myphone

ranganditwasanunknownnumber.

Me:Hello

Caller:IsthisMrMkhize?We'vebeentryingto

contactMrsMkhizebutcan'tgetaholdofher.

Me:YesthisisMrMkhizeisthereaproblemsir?

HecontinuedspeakingandIcouldn'tbelievewhatI

washearing.Nayeisnotgoingtosurvivethis,how



canthishappen?No,no,no!

Me:Don'tcontactMrsMkhizeoranyoneelse.I'llsort

thisout.AmannamedBongaLuthuliwillcomethere

accompaniedbyPhilasandeNgcobo.

Caller:Okaysir.Wewillneedsomeonewhoisfamily

too.

Me:LwaziKhozawillalsobethere.Bye.

Mpho:Whatsgoingon?

Me:IneedyouguystogotoMngeniRoad,you'llfind

outwhenyougetthere.Mpho,AthiandDannyIneed

youtogotoHQandgettothebottomofthis.The

restshouldgotomyhouse.Nolu,comewithme.

Nolu:What'sgoingon?

Me:I'llexplainlater!Ineedtoseemywife!

Idrovefasttomyhouseandgottherequickly

becauseitsclose.Igotoutthecarandtookofmy

blazer,Nolutookit.

Nolu:What'sgoingonNathi?

Me:Theweddingiscanceled.Gotelleveryonethat,



andtheymustleave.

Nolu:What!What'sgoingon?

Me:NoluthandojustdowhatI'mtellingyoutodo

okay!!

Nolu:Calmdown,peoplearelooking.I'llgotellthem.

Andiftheywantareason?

Me:Familymatters,thefamilyshouldcomeinside

thehouse.Therestshouldmaketheirwayhome.I'm

sorryforshoutingatyou.

Nolu:Itsokay.

WekissedandIraninsidethehouse

Mom:Nkosinathi?You'reearly

Me:WhereisNaye?Ineedtoseeher

Mom:Youcan'tseethebride.

Me:Mom!Whichroomisshein?

Mom:Theroomnexttothemediaroom.

Me:Okaythanks.IranupthereandIdidn'teven

knock



Zandy:Yewenahulk!Whatifwewerenaked?

Me:I'msorryforjustbudgingin.Ineedtotalkto

Naye

Naye:Babe,whatareyoudoinghere?Youdoknow

itsbadlucktoseethebridebeforethewedding.

ShelookedsobeautifulandIdon'tevenknowhow

amIgoingtotellherthis.Thiswillbreakherinto

pieces

Me:Wouldyouallpleaseexcuseus?

Siya:We'llbeoutside.TheyallwentoutandNaye

wasnowlookingworried

Naye:What'swrong?

Me:It'syourparents.

Naye:Icalledthemandtheysaidtheyareontheir

waybutIdon'tknowwhytheyaretakingsolong.

Havetheyarrived?

Me:No.Naye,Idon'tknowhowtoputthis.Naye

yourparentswereshotandtheydiedonthespot

Naye:No!!No!!!Nkosinathino!!!
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Everfeltlikeyourwholeworldhasbeentakenaway

fromyou?Thatyouhavenothingelseleftandyou're

abouttotakeyourlastbreathe,thatsjusthowIfeel.

IfIcansaymyheartisnumbthensobeit,Ifeel

numb.Ifeellikethewholeworldhasjustcome

crashingdownandeverythingisjustontopofme.I

justdon'twanttobelieveit,theycan'tbegone.Not

now,notever,thiscan'tbereallyhappening.Ithasto

besomesortofmistake.Myparentsarealiveand

theycoming.Myfatherwillwalkmedowntheaisle

andwe'llbehappilymarriedwithNkosinathi.Butno,

thatwon'thappen,thatwillneverhappen.I'llnever

gettoseemyparentsagain?Isthissomesortof

joke



Nkosi:Naye,pleasesaysomething

Me:Takemethere.

Itookofmyweddingdressandputonablack

tracksuitwithsneakers.

Nkosi:I'llalsochange.

Afterhechangedwecameoutoftheroomandthe

familywassittingwaiting

King:Whatisgoingon?

Nkosi:Naye'sparentshavebeenshotandkilledon

theirwayhere.Nomkithawasthefirsttoscream

andirantoholdher.Wesatdownandcriedtogether.

MaQ:Thatishorrible.Gocheckwhatshappening

andwe'lltakecareofeverythinghere.

Nkosi:Thankyoumom.MakesureEmihledoesn't

findout.We'lltellherwhenwegetback

IleftNomkithawithPheloandtheywerealsocrying.

Me:They'llpayforthis.Noonekillsmyparentsand

getsawaywithit.Noone!

Nkosi:Pleasedon'tspeaklikethat.Youarepregnant



Nayepleasedon'tforgetaboutthat.I'lltakecareof

thisandI'llmakethempay.

Nkosiwillreallyupsetmenow.Iwillmakethempay

andthey'lldieaslowpainfuldeath.Wegottothe

accidentsceneandmybrothers,BongaandPhila

werealreadythere.Mybrothershadalready

confirmedandsawthebodies.

Me:Iwanttoseethem

Lwazi:Sis,Idon'tthinkthat'sagoodidea.

Me:IsaidIwanttoseethem!

Nkosi:Letherbe.

Hewentwithmeandwewenttowherethebodies

werecovered

Guy:Familyonlyplease

Me:They'remyparents.Thisismyhusband.

Guy:Okay.

Theyuncoveredthemandtheywerealreadypale

Me:Howmanybullets?



Guy:Excusememam?

Me:Howmanybullets!!?

Nkosi:CalmdownNaye

Guy:Yourmotherwasshotthreetimes.Yourfather

was3neartheheartand4atthebackofhishead.

Seemsasiftheyknewexactlywhotheirtargetwas

andtheywantedthemdead.

P.Officer:Theytriedtomakeitseemasacarhijack

butthisistooobvious,theyknewexactlywhatthey

weredoingandtheiraimwastokill.Iwalkedaway

fromthereandNkosifollowedme,Idon'thavetears

tocryanymorebutallthat'sfilledinmyheartright

nowisrageandhatred.

Bonga:See,thosecamerastherehavethefootage.

Ifwecangetthatfootage,wecanhavealeadon

whodidthis.

Phila:I'llcallMphotogetonit.

Me:Iwanttogohome,toapeacefulhome

Nkosinathi.

Heknewwhatimeantbythat,hecalledMayitoget



everyonebacktothehotel,evenhisfamily.

Nkosi:Myfamilyisgoingbackhomebutthey'llbe

thereforthefuneral.Mostpeoplehaveheadedto

theirhomesbesidesourfriends.

Inoddedandwewenttothecar.Thebodieswillbe

transportedtoJohannesburgandwillbeata

Mortuaryclosetohome.

Nkosi:We'llbeallgoingtoOrangeFarmtomorrow

morning.

Inoddedandgotintothecarthenclosedmyeyes

#Nkosi

I'veneverseenhersolostbefore.Itbreaksmyheart,

whenIsawhercrywithNomkitha.Ijustcouldn't,I

can'tseeherlikethat.Ithurtsmedeepdeepinside.I

needtobestrongforher,sheneedsmenowmore

thanever.Ijustcan'tseeherlikethisandI'mvery

worriedaboutherandthebaby.Iwillmakesurethat

whoeverisbehindthispays.Mywifewillneverbe

thesameagain,shewassoclosetoherparents.

Thiswillhitherhard.Shedidn'tcrywhenshesaw

herparents,that'showIjustknewshe'dgone.



There'sanewNayeandIdon'tlikeit.Hernotcrying

wasjustasign,thatshe'llbottlethingsupandallow

angerandhatred.Ireallydon'tlikewherethisis

going.I'mveryworriedabouther.WegothomeAnd

shewentstraighttoherroom

Siya:Wedidn'twanttoleavetillyoucameback.How

isshe?

Me:Ireallydon'tknow,it'slikeshe'sjustdead.

Where'sEmihle?

Kamo:Inherroom,sheknowsthere'ssomething

wrong.Nomkithaisasleeptoo,shecriedherselfto

sleep.

Zee:We'reofftoTongaat,we'lltakecareof

everything.Justtakecareofyourfamily.

Me:Thanksguys,keepmeposted

Bee:Willdo,don'tworry.Wewon'tdoanyshooting

withoutyou.

Nceba:We'llbeofftoOrangeFarmtomorrow

morning.Ithinkitsbestifweallthereandhelpwith

thepreparations



Linda:Yes.Seeyoutomorrow.

WesaidourgoodbyesandIwenttoEmihle'sroom

Me:Princess

Emi:Daddy,where'smommy?

Me:Come,let'sgotoherroom.Weneedtotalk

Icarriedherandwewenttomyroom.Nayewas

sittingnexttothewindowlookingoutatthelake.It

wasclear,likenothingwasthere.Noweddingdécor,

nochairs.Nothing,everythingwasremoved.Itall

happenedsoquickly.

Emi:Mom

Shedidn'trespond.Idon'tthinksheevenheardher,

she'sjustlostandhersoulisdead,there'sonlyher

flesh.Ikneelednexttoher,andheldherhand.Ithink

that'swhensherealizedtherewerepeopleinthe

sameroomasher.

Naye:Emihle

Emi:Mom

Naye:Weneedtotalktoyou.Mybaby,Idon'teven



knowhowtotellyouthis.

Me:Yourgrandparentshavepassedaway.

Emi:TheywenttoheavenlikeDaddy?

Me:Yes

Emi:I'llneverseethemagain

ShestartedcryingandNayestaredatherlikeshe

wasscaredtoeventouchher.Emihletriedholding

heryetshepushedheraway

Emi:Mommy

Me:Emihlecomehere,Momsnotfeelingwell

IheldEmihleandlethercry.Nayestoodupand

lockedherselfinthebathroom.Idon'tknowwhat

amIgoingtodo,I'veneverseenherthisway.She's

neglectingourdaughter,she'spushingusaway.

EmihleendedupfallingasleepandIwenttoputher

inherbed.Andwentbacktomywifewhohas

lockedherselfupinthebathroom.

Me:OpenthedoorNaye

Naye:Goaway.



Me:I'mnotgoingtodothat,I'mnotevengoingto

allowyoutodothistoyourself.Imightnotknow

howitfeelstobeinyourshoesrightnowbutplease,

don'tpushusaway.Youneedusasmuchaswe

needyou.

Naye:WhatkindofamotheramI?Ican'tevenhold

mybabyandcomforther.

Me:Iunderstandyou'reinpainandtraumabut

pleasedon'tpushheraway.Shedoesn'tneedtobe

punishedforthis,sheneedshermother.Shealso

justlosthergrandparentswhomsheadored.

Naye:Whereisshenow?

Me:Shecriedherselftosleep.She'sinherroom

Naye:Idon'tknowwhattodoNkosinathi,Idon't

knowhowtofeel.

Me:Allowmetobehereforyouplease.Iknowyou

justfoundouttodayandyou'restillinshockand

that'sunderstandable.Itsallstillfresh,butplease

don'tshutusout.

Sheopenedthedoorandshealmostfell.Itslikeshe



hasnoenergyatall.

Me:Igotyou.

Icarriedherandputheronthebed.

Me:I'llgomakeyousomethingtoeat.

Naye:I'mnothungry

Me:YouneedtoeatNaye.

Naye:You'rebossy

Me:Andyouloveme.

Ilaughedatherandwenttomakeherasandwich.

WhenIcamebackshewasholdingaphotoalbum.

Naye:Thankyou.

Isatnexttoherandfedher.Welookedatthe

photosandtheywerephotosofherfamilyand

parents.

Naye:Theymetwhenmymotherwas18,myfather

was23Mymotherwasrushingtocatchabusto

schoolbutthebuslefther.Myfathersawherwhile

shewaswalkingrunningafterthebus.Sosincehe

wasdrivinghisfather'scar,heapproachedherand



wantedtogiveheraliftbutmyhotheadedmother

saidno.Whileshewaswalkingandtalkingtomy

dadwhowasstillinsistingshegetsinthecaror

she'llbelateforschool.Shetrippedandfellthen

injuredherknee,that'swhenmyfatherrushedtoher

andcarriedherintothecaranddrovehertothe

hospital.Sheendedupmissingschool.

Me:That'scute,nowhowdidtheyendupbeing

together?

Naye:Myfatheralwaystookhertoschoolwhenhe

wasaround.Hewasdoinghislastyearinuniversity

sohewasn'talwaysaround.Mymotherdidn'twant

tobedatingavarsityboywhileshe'sdoingmatricso

shesaidtheyshouldwaitandtheydid.Myfather

foundajobinJohannesburg,fortunatelymymother

wasalsoacceptedatUJsothat'showitallstarted

andthey'vebeentogethereversince.Ilookedupto

them,theyweremyfavoritecoupleandthebest

parentsever.MymotherandIhadourupsand

downsbecauseshedidn'tunderstandmeandIwas

different,sheoncetoldmethatIchallengedher.I

testedherparentalqualities,whichissomethingI



alwayslaughedat.Weweresoclose

Me:Youcanstillbeascloseasyouwere,they'llbe

watchingoveryou.Itwon'tbeasitusedtobebut

justknowthey'llalwaysbebyyourside.

Naye:Ididn'tthinkI'dloosethemthissoon.

Nkosinathi,whoeverdidthisshouldpay.Theytook

themawayfromme.Weshouldbecelebratingand

lookingforwardtoourweddingnightand

honeymoonbutwe'relayinghere,I'velostmy

parentsandwe'regoingtobeplanningafuneral.I

guessit'struewhentheysayexpecttheunexpected.

Me:Iguessso,wecanstillhavethewedding

anothertime.Fornowwe'lljustfocusonthefuneral,

yougettingbetterandourfamily.

Naye:Andfindingwhodidthis.

Me:Yes,butpromisemeyou'llallowmetotakecare

ofthisbabe.Idon'twantyouholdinggunswhile

you'repregnant.

Naye:Ipromise.

Me:Iloveyoubabe



Naye:Iloveyoutoo.

IgotacallfromMpho

Me:Talktome

Mpho:We'renotgettinganystronglead.Theseguys

knewtherewerecamerasanddidn'tevenshowtheir

faces.Plustheywerewearingbalaclavas.Ntokozo

managedtoseethenumberplateofthecarthey

wereusing,we'retrackingitdown.

Me:Makesureyoufindit.Doanythingyouneedto

do.Bytomorrowmorningweshouldknowwhodid

thisorhavestrongleadsMpho.

Mpho:Weworkingonit.Willyoucomehere?

Me:YesIwill.

Mpho:Okaywillseeyouthen.Bringsomefood

Me:Willdo.

IendedthecallandNayegavemeaninquisitivelook

Me:What?

Naye:Didtheyfindanything?



Me:Justthenumberplateofthecartheywere

driving.I'llgotheretonightandwe'llbeworkingall

night.Willyoubeokay?

Naye:Yes.I'llsleepwithEmihle.

Me:I'msureNomkithawillalsowanttojoinyou.

Let'sgomakesupper.

Naye:You'resayingthatsoconfidentallyyetyou

can'tevencook.

Me:You'llteachme,itwillgetmanythingsoffyour

mind.

Naye:Howdoyouknow?

Me:Ididmyresearch,nowcomewithme.

Naye:Carrymeplease

Me:Hahwhy?

Naye:Don'tevenask,youmademelikethis.

Me:Fine.

Shelaughedatme,itsgoodtohearherlaughbutI'm

stillveryworriedabouther.Shejustlostherparents

today,it'sallstillfreshandshewon'tbeokay



instantly.Nayedealswithsituationsdifferently,her

notcryingisasignthatshehasjustpushedawayall

heremotionsandshe'llkeepthembottledupinside.

Thatwillleadhertonotbeingherself,topushus

away.She'llendupneglectingourchildrenand

herself.Idon'twantthattohappen,Iwantherto

healandI'lldoeverythinginmypowertomakesure

thathappens.Westartedcooking,shewasdoing

mostthingsandIwasjusthelping.Nomkithacame

tojoinusandshewasjustsilent.Afterwefinished

cooking,LwaziandLungeloarrived

Lwazi:Evening

WerepliedandLungelojustnodded,hewassober.

TheybothjustlookedlostandIreallydonotwishfor

thistohappentome.Youneverrealizehowmuchit

willhurtorhowitwillbewhenourparentsaren't

aroundanymore.Wespenddaysjustnotwanting

themnexttous.Teenagersnowdaysgrowandlock

ourselvesintheirrooms,don'tlistentowhatour

parentssay.Themorewegrowisthemoreweget

lessattachedtothem,butyouneverrealizehow

muchyou'llmissthattimeyouwastednotwanting



themtobeinyourroomwithyouandaskyouabout

yourlife.I'veneverhadatightbondwithbothmy

parentsbutIwouldn'twantthistohappen.Idon't

knowwhatI'dbewithoutthem.

Lungelo:I'mgladtheydiedtogether,theywouldn't

havebeenabletolivewithoutoneanother.Dodo:

Theywereattachedtogether.Theydefinedtruelove

andwhatsoulmatesreallyare.Wehadloving

parents

Lwazi:Theytaughtushowtobelovingparentsto.I

alwaysseeourmotherinbothofyoulittlesisters.

Youdoeverythingthesamewayyetyoudifferent.

Wetalkedandtalkedaboutthemanditwasgoodfor

Nayebecauseshetalkedmorebutshedidn'tcryat

all,evenwhenhersiblingscriedshejuststoodthere

andwatchedthemlikeshecouldn'tevenseethat

shewascrying.IgotacallfromMphoagain

Mpho:GETHEREIMMEDIATELY!

Me:Onmyway.
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Ifeelabitbetter,IfeelbetterbecauseI'vejust

acceptedthingsastheyareandbottleditallinside.I

havetobestrongformyfamily,mydaughterandmy

unbornchild.IwastrulydisappointedbyhowI

behavedwhenEmihleneededme.Idon'tknowwhyI

didthatbutIjustcouldn'tholdher.Icouldn'tcomfort

her,Ididn'tknowwhattodo,Ididn'tevenknowwhat

I'dsaytoher.IfeltsobadafterNkositookher,I

pushedawaymyownchild.Ifeelsobadaboutitand

I'llmakeituptoher.Ineedtodothatbecauseshe

needsme,sheneedsmeasmuchasIneedher.I

honestlydon'tknowwhatI'dbewithoutNkosinathi,

hehasreallybeengreathelp.Lastnightheleftina

rushsayingheneedstogotoHQ,hesenta

messagelateatnighttellingmehewon'tbeback.

Hesaidhe'llcomebackearlyinthemorningsohe



shouldbeonhiswaynow.I'mstillinbedalone,just

lookingupattheceiling.Tearsjustfell,Idon'twant

tocry.Idon'twantanyonetoseemecry.Iwantto

bestrongandgetpassthis.Myparentshavepassed

awayandI'llneverseethemagain,that'sjustitandI

havetoacceptitandmoveon.Asmuchasitwillbe

hard,itssomethingIneedtodo.That'swhatthey

would'vealsowantedmetodo.Tomoveonwithmy

lifeandbehappy,Idon'tthinkI'llbeabletoevereven

wishforawhiteweddingagain.Ihatewhite

weddings,Idon'twanttoeverhaveone.Nkosinathi

willjusthavetounderstand,we'realreadymarried

andI'musingMkhizesowedon'tneedawhite

weddingtoofficializethat.Ishouldsellmywedding

dresses,Inevergottoevenwearthesecondone.I

don'twanttoseethemeverytimeIopenupmy

closet,I'lljustsellthemorburnthemifnoonebuys

them.EmihleandNomkithahavewenttopack

Emihle'sclothesandhavetheirbreakfast,I'mnot

hungrysoI'lljuststayinbed.I'mnotlookingforward

togoinghome,I'llberemindedofeverythingabout

myparents.Itwillbesadandweirdwithoutthem

there.Ijustwishallofthiswasover.Nkosinathi



walkedinlookingveryhorrible,he'seyeswerered

anditshowshehasn'tsleptandheisverytired.He

cametomeandkissedmyforeheadthenwent

straighttothebathroom.He'stakingashower,I

tookoffmyclothesandwenttojoinhim.Hewas

silentandIwasn'tevengoingtosayanything,thisis

whatIneed,Ineedsilence.Iheldhimandlaidonhis

chestandclosedmyeyeswhilehotwaterfellonto

ourbodies,itwassoothing.Iheldmetightlyandwe

kissed.Wemadeloveslowlyandpassionately.He

wascarefulnottohurtmeorletmeslipandfall.He

handlesmelikeafragileglasscarefulnottoletme

fall.Afterourlovemakingsessionwewashedour

bodiesandgotouttheshower.Hecarriedmetothe

bedanddressedmeup,you'dswearI'mjustasmall

fiveyearoldtohim.

Nkosi:Haveyoueaten?

Me:No.

Nkosi:Let'sgohavebreakfast.

Me:ButI'mnothungry

Nkosi:Idon'trememberaskingyouthat.



There'snoarguingwithhim.Wewentdownstairsfor

breakfastandEmihle,Nomkitha,LwaziandLungelo

werewatchingTVatthelounge,Iwenttojointhem

whileNkosidishedupformeinthekitchen.

Lwazi:Howareyoufeeling?

Me:I'mfine,Emihlecomesitnexttomommy.

Emihle:Oh,noI'mokayheremom.

Shedoesn'tevenwanttositnexttome,shenever

saysnotothat.Imusthavereallyhurtheryesterday,

shedoesgethurtreallyeasily.

Nkosi:Emihle,comesitnexttoyourmother.

Emihle:Butdad,she..

Nkosi:Emihle.

Shestoodupandcametositnexttome.Nkosigave

memyfoodandsatacrossus.

Me:Emihle,I'msosorryaboutwhatIdidyesterday.

Emi:It'sokaymom.Iunderstand

Me:Ididn'tmeanto,I'mreallysorry.Ijustdidn'teven

knowwhattodo,Iwasn'tthinkingstraight.



Emi:Iunderstand.

Shekissedmycheekandweatemyfoodtogether.

Lungelo:Weshouldleavein30minsoranhourfrom

now.Wehavealottodowhenwegethome.

Me:I'mready,wecanleavein30mins.

Emihlewenttoputthedishesinthekitchen.

Nkosi:CanItalktoyoubabe?

Me:Yeahsure.

Wewenttoourroomandsatonthecouch.

Nkosi:Iwon'tbeabletogotoJo'burgwithyoutoday.

We'llflytherefirstthingtomorrowmorning,wehave

lotsofthingstodealwithbeforewego.

Me:Youandtheguys?What'sgoingon?

Nkosi:Yes,ZandyandKamowillremainbehindwith

us.There'snothingmuchgoingon,westillworking

onit.I'llcallyouwhenwefindoutwhat'sgoingon

andupdateyou.

Me:Don'tdoanythingtothesepeopleifyoufind

themuntilIseethem.



Nkosi:Why?

Me:Ineedtoseethemanddealwiththemmyown

way

Nkosi:IsaidI'lltakecareofitNaye

Me:PleasejustdothisonethingformeNkosinathi.

Nkosi:I'llthinkaboutit.

Me:Thankyou.We'llgetgoingthen.

Nkosi:IloveyouNokukhanya

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Wekissedandtookmybags.Lwaziwillbedriving

andwe'reabouttoleave.

Nkosi:I'llcallEmihle'sschoolandtellthemshe

won'tbecomingforthenextweek.

Me:Okaythankyou.Takecare,makesureyoueat

tonightandgetsomerest.

Nkosi:YesIwill.

Wesaidourgoodbyesandweleft.



#Nkosi

I'veneverbeenasconfusedandtiredasIamright

now.We'venevergotsuchadifficultcasetowork

withit.WhenMphocalledmelastnightIleft

immediatelyandgottoHQ.Weworkedallnightlong

andwe'restillatit.

Athi:Ijustdon'tbelievethis,shewouldnevereverdo

thattoNaye

Me:Metoo.Sheknowsthepainofloosingaparent,

shelostherfatheratayoungage.Herlifehasbeen

hard.

I'veneverseenMphosoangryandhurtbefore.He

literallyhasn'tsaidanywordsinceeveryevidence

wehavelinkstoZandy.Wegottheguysthatwere

hiredtokill.Theyarestillsopersistentonthatthey

werehiredbyZandile,thatsheistheonebehindall

ofthis.Whichjustcan'tbetrue.

Lubah:Theyareontheirway.

Mpho:I'mgoinghome.

Bonga:Youwon'tdothat.You'llstayhere.



Lyanda:WeallknowthatZandiledidn'tdothisand

she'llbeveryhurtthatyou'renothere

Phila:She'llthinkyoubelievethatshedidit.

Mpho:I'mjustsoangryrightbowandIhonestly

don'tknowwhatfor

Me:Don'tbe,youdon'twanttohurther.You'llruin

yourchancesandknowingZandy,shewon'tlook

back.

Danny:He'srightman.Let'sjustwaitforhertoget

hereandwe'llgettothebottomofthisbeforewe

leaveforJHBtomorrow.Thabo'sphonerangandit

wasKamotellinghimtoopenupforthem.They

walkedinwithtakeawaybagsfromNandos.

Zandy:MrsMkhizesaidweshouldfreeyouall

beforewework.

Phila:Thankyouverymuch,I'mveryhungry.

Bonga:Iwasn'thungrybutsincethere'sfoodI'lleat

Kamo:WhydoyoulooksogrumpyMpho?

Mpho:I'mjustabittiredandhungry.Youguysare

lifesavers



Athi:He'sbeengoingonandonaboutmissingyou

Zandysohe'llbebettersinceyou'rehere.Shejust

smiledanddishedupforus.She'dreallybe

heartbrokenifMphoreallybelieveditsher.Zandyis

hardcorebutnotcoldheartedshe'dneverkillNaye's

parents.Afterwefinishedeatingwewashedour

handsandwentstraighttobusiness

Kamo:Sowhat'sup?

Athi:SowefoundtheguysthatkilledMrandMrs

Khoza,wequestionedthembecausethoseguys

wouldntjustwakeupandgokillthem,theydon't

evenknowthem.

Danny:Wefiguredthattherehastobesomeone

behindthis,someonewhohiredthemtokill.

Me:Wegavethemafewpuncheshereandthere,

tookoutsomefingersandtheytolduswhohired

them.

Zandy:Who?Weshouldbekillingthatidiotrightnow!

Lyanda:Problemis,wecan'tkillyou.

Zandy:Woahwoahwoah.Waitaminute,Me?Asin



ZandileCourtneyZungu?

Mpho:YoursecondnameisCourtney?Wow,

beautifulname.

Athi:Andthenhefallsdeeplyinlovewithyou.

WelaughedbutZandydidn't,shewasfurious

Zandy:Whatthehellareyouguystellingme?

Phila:Theysayingitsyouwhohiredthem.Alltheir

callsthattheymadeweretoyou,thenumberis

registeredbyyournameandID,everythingjustleads

toyou.

Zandy:Thisisbullshit!

Kamo:Thisisasetup,allofthisisbeingpinnedto

Zandyonpurpose.

Me:Whichmeansthatthepersonwhoisdoingthis

issomeonewhoreallyknowswhattheydoingandis

aroundus.

Jabu:Theyhaveareasonandmotive.Naye's

parentsmightnotbetheonlypeoplethatdie.Ithink

weshouldputupsecurityatOrangeFarm,justto

makesurethateveryone'ssafebecausewedon't



knowwho'scomingforusandwhattheywant.

Zandywaslookingdownandshewascryingsilently,

Zandilenevercries.Thisreallyhitherhard.Mpho

wenttoherandheldher.

Zandy:We'regoingtofindthispeopleandmake

suretheydieaslowpainfuldeath!Abulletwillkill

themeasily

Mpho:We'lltakecareofthisZandy,Idon'twantyou

tokillanyone.

Zandilewon'tunderstandwhenMphosaysthis.We

don'twantthemtokillagain,wedon'twantthemto

havebloodontheirhands.Everythingwillbeleftto

usrightnow.Westilltryingtocomeupwithawayto

tellthistothem,wewantthemtostopworkingfor

Razor.Itwillbehardbecausethishasbeentheirlife

foryearsnowbutthey'lljusthavetounderstand.We

can'thaveourwiveslivesatriskatalltimes.YesI

didsayourwives,don'tworryaboutthesestubborn

bachelorsthey'llgetmarriedtothesestubborn

bachelorettes.Thatwastheinitialplanfromthevery

firsttimewerealizedwe'reinlovewitheachofthese

girls.Theywereheavenlysent.



Zandy:Youguysaresayingthatnumberwas

registeredinmyIDnumber?

Mpho:YesmyCourtney

Zandy:Don'tcallmebythatname.ShowmetheID

number

Me:Comethisside.Thesearethedetails.

I'veneverseenZandysoangry,it'ssurprisingthat

shecanactuallybeangry.She'salwaysbubblyand

laughing.

Zandy:Thispersonreallydugdeep

Lubah:Whatdoyoumean?

Zandy:NooneknowsmyrealIDnumberbesides

homeaffairsandme.Notevenmymother.Butthis

personknowsitandhasuseditexactly.Theseare

allmyrealrealdetails

Athi:Youhaverealandunrealdetails?

Zandy:Youcansayso.ZeeandIhavethose.Zee

doeshaveachipburiedsomewhereinherbody.We

stillhavepeoplelookingforussomewhere.Wecan't

beknown



Kamo:Thatmeansthatwhoeverisbehindthis

mightknowaboutyourfakeidentities.

Me:Itcan'tbethepeoplewhoareafteryouandZee,

theywouldn'tjustaimonkillingNaye'sparents.They

mighthavestartedwithyourfamilyorgostraightto

you.

Lyanda:Thisissoconfusing.LikeI'mfeelingreally

dumbrightnow.

Jabu:ThisissomeonewhoisagainstNaye,

someonewhowantstoseehersufferandsomeone

whoknowsthatherparentswereveryspecialtoher.

Itssomeoneontheinside,wejustneedtofigureout

whoitisandgetthoseidiotstalking

Me:We'rebacktosquareone

Athi:Questionis,whowouldhateNayesomuchthat

he/shewoulddosuchadrasticthing.

Zandy:Iwanttoseethoseguysnow.

Phila:Followme

Theywentintothesolitaryroomandweheard

gunshotsandscreaming.WeranthereandZandy



shotthoseguysfeet

Mpho:Whydidyoudothat?

Zandy:Afewpuncheswon'tgetthemtotalk.Now

starttalkingoryou'lllooseyourarms.

Guy1:Wehavenothingelsetosay.Tellthemthe

truth,youknowyouhiredus.

Kamo:Bullshit!Whohiredyou?

Guy2:ZandileZungu

Me:Youreallyshouldstarttalkingthetruthandwe'll

letyougo.Orifyoudon'ttalk,youdie.

Guy1:ItsZandy,weevenhavecellphonerecords.

Zandy:Whatcellphonerecords?Givemeyourphone

Thabotookoutthephonesandwelockedthe

solitaryroomandwentbacktotheoffice.

Kamo:Playtherecord.

Theconversationwasbetweenoneoftheseguys

hisnameisGush,whatkindofnameisthat?They

weretalkingtoZandyanditwasreallyZandile's

voice.ThisisconcreteevidencethatZandyordered



thekillingbutitsjustnotaddingup.Whywouldshe

dothis?Istillreallybelievethatitisalljustasetup.

Mpho:ExplainthisZandile!

Zandy:ExplainwhatMpho?Ididn'tdothis!Andyou

ofallpeopleshouldknowIdidn'tdothis.IIknow

thatthisissoundsexactlylikemyvoicebutIreally

don'tknowtheseguys.Ididn'tdothis

Danny:Weknowyoudidn'tdothisZandy.Everything

isjustconfusingrightnow.ItsallhardonMphotoo.

It'shardonallofus.

Phila:Ithinkweshouldjustalltakeabreak.Justsit

andclearourheads.

Kamo:Wehavenotimetobetakingbreaks.Zandy

takeyourcarkeys,we'llbebackintwohours.

Me:Wherearegoing?

Kamo:You'llfindoutwhenwe'reback.

Bonga:Besafe.

Theytooktheirbagsandleft

Athi:Remindme,howdidwesaywe'regoingtotell



themtotheforce?

Lyanda:Ihavenoclue.

Me:It'sgoingtobetough.Letmecallmywife.

Mpho:I'mgoingtogetsomesleep.Wakemeup

whentheyareback.

Mphoisreallytakingthishard,I'msureheishurt

andscaredofwhathewoulddotoZandyifit'sreally

her.He'dreallybeheartbrokenandhewouldbeback

tohiscruelself.HeisoneoftheguysthatIrespect

andlookupto.Hehassurvivedtheworst.This

wouldreallykillhimandwouldbehisbreakingpoint.

Iwon'ttellNayeaboutallthatwe'vefound.She'd

literallylooseitanddrivehererightnow.Sheneeds

tofocusonthefuneral.Ihopeeverythingwillgowell.

Me:Nokukhanyawam.

Naye:Nkosinathiwam...

#NNBBF

Hopeyouenjoy!



Let'sgetto650likes!

Pleaselikeandcomment!

[1/10,23:59]Tatenda:Insert36

#Nolu

Damnit!Damnit!Damnit!Thosetwoidiots!They

saidtheywereprofessionals,theycamehighly

recommendedbuttheymesseduponesimplejob.

Themotherwasn'tsupposedtodie.Butshegotin

thewaysotherewasnothinganyonecoulddo,she

hadtobekilledtoo.That'sjustdoublethepainfor

Naye,thatmakesmehappier.PoorNaye!Ifeelso

sorryforher,boywhoamIkidding?I'mthehappiest

womanonEarth.Whodoesshethinksheis?That

she'llbehappilymarriedwithmyhusband?No,that

won'thappenwhileI'malive.FornowIcan'tget

straighttoherbuteventuallyIwill.Pinningallthisto

Zandilewasagoodidea,itwilldestroytheircircleof

friendship.Itwillbreaktheirtrustforeachother,I'm

surethatZandilebitchisdeadbynow.Nkosinathiis

mineandwillbemineonlyafterI'mdonewiththat

spoiltbratofawife.He'llcomebackcryingtome



andI'llbetheretocomforthimandhe'llfindlovein

me,thanwemakelove,Igetpregnantandgivehim

aRoyalHeir.He'llcompletelyforgetaboutNaye,I'll

makesureofthat.I'monmywaytoOrangeFarm,I'll

getthereandactlikealovingsisterwife.She'llnever

suspectitsme,she'stookindandherkindness

blindsher.ThattomeasahugeadvantageandI'll

useitasmuchasIcan.

#Naye

Beingathome,withallthesefamilymembersand

othersthatIdon'tevenknowissuffocating

especiallysinceeveryoneisjustcrying.Haven'tthey

criedenoughalready?I'vejustlockedmyselfinmy

roomwithmydaughterthoughshealsoleavesme

hereandgoestoplaywithhercousins.Nomkitha

hasbeencomingintomakesurethatI'veeatenand

shehasasmallconversationwithme.Myfriends

havealsotriedtogetmeoutofmyroombutIjust

can't.Ihaven'tsteppedintomyparentsroomandI

havemadesurethatLwazikeepsitlocked,Idon't

wantanyonegoingintherebesidesus,byusImean



mysiblingsandI.LungeloandLwazihavebeenvery

busy,theyaretheonesthatshouldmakesuremy

fathershousestillstandsandIthinkLungeloisnow

realizingthatheneedstosettledownandstopbeing

thefuckboythatheis,andstarttakinglifeseriously.

Hehasn'ttouchedanyalcoholsincewegothereand

that'sreallyagoodthing.Therewasaknockonthe

doorandIjustignoredit.Idon'twantanyoneinhere.

Therewasaknockagain,itwaslouderthistime.

Argh!IdidsayIwanttobealone.MaybeIshould've

puta"Don'tDisturb"signonthedoor.Iopenedup

anditwasNkosinathi.Ithrewmyselfathimandhe

heldmetightlyandkissedmyforehead.Itiptoedso

hecouldkissmylipsbutinsteadhecarriedmeand

welockedthedoorandwekissed.

Nkosi:I'vemissedyou

Me:I'vemissedyoutoo.Ididn'tknowyou'dbehere

thisearly

Nkosi:WeleftDurbanat4am.Ihearyou'velocked

yourselfinheresinceyesterday.

Me:Yes,Ijustwantedtobealone.



Nkosi:Nayeyouneedtocomegetoutofthisroom.

Eventhecurtainsareclosed.Itsjustdarkandstuffy

ReallyNkosinathi!Iwould'veopenedthecurtainsifI

wantedto.Heopenedthecurtainsandwindows

Me:Youdidthatwhenyoucameintomyroomwhen

Iwassick.Thedayyouwereactingweirdly

Nkosi:IjustrealizedhowmuchIneededyouinmy

lifeandIcouldn'tkeepitallinsideofmeanymore.

Me:Youtoldmeyoulovemeandjustleftwithout

evengivingmeachancetotellyouhowIfeel.

Nkosi:Iwasafraidofrejection.Icouldn'tgothrough

thatagain.ButnowIhaveyouandI'mhappy,you're

allI'veeverneededandwanted.Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Nkosi:Nowcome,you'regoingtohavebreakfastat

thelounge.Youneedtogetoutofthisroomandsee

people.

Me:CanIeatinhere?

Nkosi:No.Where'sEmihle?



Me:ShewentoutsidewithhercousinsandIdon't

knowwheretheyare.

Wegotouttheroomanditseemedasifmysisters

wererelievedtoseemegetoutthisroom

Lebo:IknewNkosinathiwillbeabletogetyououtof

there.Comeeat

Me:Itsmellsgood.

Nkosi:I'llleavehertoyouladies.I'mgoingtolook

forEmihle

Kamo:TheyareatthebackyardwithMphoand

Bonga.

Nkosi:Okaythankyou.

HewentoutandIwasleftwithmyfriends,sisters

andaunts.

AuntBoh:Heisaverygoodhusband.Wehaveno

worrybecauseweknowyou'reingoodhands.

Benathiisalsoawonderfulhusband,yourfather

knewhedidagoodjobbyallowingyoutomarry

thesewonderfulmen.Heknowsyou'reingood

hands,there'snothinghelovedmorethanhe's



children.

BenathiisNomkitha'shusband.Myauntisright,my

fatherwould'veneverjustallowedustomarryoffto

amanhedoesn'ttrust.Wesatinsilenceandthey

eachtalkedandtalkedaboutmyparents.We're

goingtohave"Umlindelo"nightvigil,tonightandthe

funeralistomorrow.Wewerealljustchillingand

talkingwhentwopolicevansparkedatthegateand

mybrothers,NkosiandLubahwenttothem.They

werespeakinganditseemedtobeanargument.We

steppedoutsideastheycamecloser.

Police:We'relookingforMsZandileZungu

Zandy:That'smeofficer.Don'tworryIknowthe

procedure

Me:What'sgoingonhere!?

Zandy:Don'tworryNaye,I'llbefine.They'llexplain

everythingtoyou.

Mpho:Lethergo!

Police2:MsZandileZungu,you'reunderarrestfor

themurderofMrandMrsKhoza.Youhavetheright



tocontactyourlawyer,ifyoudon'thaveonethe

statewillprovideyouwithone.Remainsilent,

everythingyousaycanbeusedagainstyouinthe

courtoflaw.Takeheraway

Me:Don'tholdherlikethat!Cansomeoneplease

explainwhatthehellisgoingon!

Zandy:IloveyouNaye.

Tearsjustfellfrommycheeks.Thiscan'tbe,Zandy

wouldnevereverkillmyparents.Howcanthis

happen?Mphowasveryangry.Theygotintheircars

anddroveoff

Nkosi:Kamowillexplaineverythingtoyouguys.

We'llbeback.Hekissedmyforeheadandleftme

standingthere.Icouldn'tstopmytearsand

Nangomsoheldmethanwewalkedbacktothe

house.Wewenttomyroomandwelocked

Zee:Kamo,startexplainingplease.I'msoconfused.

Me:Metoo

Kamo:Listenandlistenattentively.Thepersonwho

didthishaspinnedeverythingtoZandy.Weallknow



Zandywouldn'tdothisandshedidn'tdoitatall.We

foundtheguyswhoshotyourparentsandthey

stickingtothestoryofthatZandyhiredthem.They

gotaholdofZandy'strueIDnumberandregistereda

numberwithit.Theymadecellphonerecordswhich

haveZandy'svoiceplottingthisincident.Nowlisten

tothis.

Shemadeuslistentoacallwhichwasrecorded.It

wasexactlyZandy'svoice

Lebo:Couldshebebehindallthis?

Sneh:Never.

Kamo:Wewenttoanoldfriendofminewho

assistedusandyepthisrecordwascreatedbutwe

can'tfindwhocreatedit.Whoeverisbehindthis

knowsexactlywhathe/she'sdoingandhasallhas

coveredupeverything.Theyhaven'tevenmadeany

mistakeandwecannottracethem.

Phelo:Thisisserious

Bee:WhywouldtheypinitonZandy?

Ntoko:Itseithersomeoneweknowandhas



somethingagainstallofus.EspeciallyNayeand

Zandy

Nceba:Sorrythismightbestupidorsomethingbut

I'mjustsuspecting.Don'tyouthinktheperson

behindthisisN.......ShewascutoffmyNoluthando

walkingin.

Nolu:OohfinallyIfindyouall!I'vebeenlookingfor

you.Havingagirlsmeetingwithoutme?

Kamo:HellotoyoutooNolu.

Nolu:ItriedtogethereasearlyasIcouldbutthe

trafficwasreallytight!HowareyouNaye?

Me:I'mgood

Nolu:Isee,andNomkitha?I'msosorryforyourloss.

Ididn'tgettotalktoyouallonthatdaybecauseI

wassobusycancelingtheweddingandexplaining

topeople.

Me:Itsokay,Andthankyouforeverythingyou've

done.

Nolu:That'swhatI'mherefor.I'veorganizedflowers

fortomorrowandthecateringteamtoo.



Shehasn'tshutupeversinceshegotintothisroom.

Sincewhenisshesobubbly?Itsactuallyveryvery

annoying.

Nolu:Youguysseemtense,didIdisturbsomething?

Zee:No

Withthatsaidshestoodupandleftsodidthe

others.Ifollowedthemtooandwewereallcooking

atthekitchen.That'sthethingwithfamily

gatherings,weddings,ceremoniesandfunerals.You

cookalldaylongandeveryday.Fullmealfor

breakfast,lunchandsupper.Dishes,dishes,dishes

andcleaningallthetime.Itsalljustsoexhausting.

Emihle:Mommy,I'mhungry.

Me:OkaygocallalltheotherkidsandI'llmake

sandwichesforyou.

Emihle:Canwehaveburgers?

Siya:Okay.You'llhavetowaitabit.

Emihle:Thankyou.

Ngamso:Let'sgo,I'lldrive.



TheyleftandIalsotoldthemtobuymeKFC

dunckedwings.

Nolu:WhereisZandy?Ihaven'tseenhersinceIgot

here.

Me:Shewasarrested

Nolu:What!

Lebo:Youheardher,don'tactsurprised.I'moutof

here.

Belinda:Soyousayyou'realawyer?

Nolu:Yes

Belinda:Whatarethechancesofsomeonegetting

outofjailwhenshe'sfalselyaccusedbutallthe

evidencepointstoher?

Nolu:That'saveryhardcaseespeciallyifthe

evidenceisaccurateandpointsexactlytoher.There

aresmallchancesofthatpersonnotgetting

sentenced.

Ntoko:Ihearyou'rethebestlawyerinLangelihle?

Nolu:Yes.



Ntoko:Smart.Wellyousittingwiththebestlawyers

KZN.

Thisisabouttobecomeacourtroom,Ntokozoisa

lawyersoisSnehandBonga.Wehavestrong

lawyersandthey'lldealwiththis.

Nolu:Maybewemightmeetonedayincourt.

Sneh:Definately

IgotacallfromNkosinathi

Me:Babe,what'sgoingon?

Nkosi:Itsbadbabe,we'llcomebackabitlaterthan

expected.

Me:Howdidtheyfindoutaboutallthis?

Nkosi:Idon'tknow.Mphoisreallyloosingithere.

Callyoulaterbye.

Me:Takecare.

Hehadalreadydroppedthecall.I'veneverbeenso

frustratedandconfused.

Me:Mphoisloosinghismind.



Bee:I'msureitsreallyhardonhim.

SiyaandNangamsocamebackandwegavethe

kidstheirfood.

Aunty:Nomkitha,Nayeyouneedtositbythe

mattress.

Dodo:Auntyissohotinthatroom.Itstoomuchfor

Naye.We'llcometherewhenthevigilstarts.

Aunty:Youkidsoftoday.Whereareyourbrothers?

Me:Theyleftwithmyhusband.

Aunty:Idon'twanttoseethatgirlinthishouse.How

doesshesitandlaughwithusyetshekilledmy

brother!

Lebo:Auntyshedidn'tkillthem

Aunty:There'snosuch!Idon'twantherhere.She

stormedoutandIwasjustsoirritated.Ijustatemy

wingsandshutmymouth.Idon'twantnodrama.

Phelo:Thechurchisready,thanksfortheflowers

Nolu.

Nolu:Mypleasure



Ngamso:Ithinkeverythingisreadyfortomorrow.

Me:Dodo,allthesepeoplewillbegoneafterthe

funeral?

Dodo:Mostofthem.Idon'tthinkAuntPamandBoh

willgothough.IgotacallfromDad'slawyer.He'll

comeafterthefuneralsowehavetostayabit

longerhere.

Me:Thishouseissuffocatingwithallthesepeople

here.Ican'tevenhavemyownspace

Lebo:There'snospaceatall.

Belinda:There'sahotelthatsbeenbooked,we'll

sleepthere.

Me:Whydidn'twethinkofthatyesterday?

Sneh:Wedidn'tknowthere'dbesomanypeople

here.

Phelo:Idon'tevenknowmostpeoplewhoarehere.

Wewerestilljustchattingwhenwewerecaughtbya

surprise.TheKingishere,Iwasn'ttoldhewas

coming.Mayiwasthefirsttowalkin.

Mayi:SawbonaPhelokazi(HelloPhelokazi)



Phelolookeddownandsmiled

Zee:Areyougoingtorespond?

Phelolaughedandresponded.I'mnotevenproperly

dressed.Irantomyroomtoputonapairof

leggingsbecauseI'mwearingashortdress.I

alreadydohaveadoekovermyhead.Itookonefor

Noluandthrewitatherandshequicklyputiton.

LuckilytheKingwasstilltalkingtotomyuncles

outsidesowegottimetofixourselves.Hewalkedin

andweboweddowntoshowourrespectsand

greeting.

King:Youmayrisemydaughters.Theyallrose

besidesmeandeveryonelookedatme.

Me:Help,please.TheylaughedatmeandNceba

helpedmeup.

MaQ:Ohmybaby,youshouldstopbowingdown

now.How'smygranddaughter?

Me:She'sokayma.

LusandaandIsiphilearealsohere.TheKingand

Queenwenttositwiththeeldersattheloungeand



weweresittingatthekitchenhavingbiscuitsand

juice,somewerehavingtea.Wesatattheright

placebecauseweseeallcarsthatarecoming

in.AnothercardroveinanditwasBrian(Phila's

brother)andSiya'smom.Anothercarfollowedand

therewerethreeotherwoman.

Me:Doyouknowthem?

Siya:It'sBonga'smom,Lubah'smomandDanny's

mom.

Me:Wow,theycame.Iwasn'texpectingthat,Idon't

evenknowthem.

Zee:TheshortoneisDanny'smomright?

Siya:Yes

Welaughedathownervousshelookedand

welcomedthemin.Itwasaround7pmandthe

umlindelowasabouttostart.ItextedNkosiandhe

saidtheyareontheirwayback.Afewpeoplespoke

andaftersometime,theywalkedinwithoutZandy.I

lookedovertomyfriendsandtheywerealso

confused.



Me:Excuseme.

IcalledNkosiandtheyallfollowedmetothe

backroom.

Me:WhereisZandy?

Bonga:Prisoncell,wecan'tgetherout.

Mpho:Theevidence,theevidencemustdisappear

sowecangetherout.She'llappearincourtinafew

days.

Me:Thisismessedup.

Sneh:She'llbeout.We'llmakesureofthat.Let'sgo

back,peopleareaskingquestionsnowandwedon't

wanttoseemasifwe'redisrespectful.

Me:Howisshe?

Athi:She'sstrong.She'sreallystrong.

Mpho:Itslikenothingshappening,likeshe'sfine

withbeinginjail.

Nkosi:She'sreallytough.Shesaidifstayinginjail

forlifewillproveherinnocencethanshewillstay

there.



Me:Don'ttellmeshewantstopleadguilty.

Jabu:Shewon't.

Wesatinsilenceforawhileandwentbacktothe

mainhouse.Justseeingtheirpicturestheremade

myheartsoreandallthestorieseveryonewas

tellingaboutmyparentsandNomkitha'scriesjust

mademyheartsore,IwantedtobestrongbutI

couldn't.Itsalljusttoomuchtohandle.Iletthem

flow,Icriedandletitallout.Nkosinathiwasholding

metightlybutIjustcouldn't.Iwantmyparentsback!

IwantZandileback!Iwantmylifebacktonormal!I

wishthiswasalljustadream.Cansomeoneplease

tellmeitsalladream.

#NNBBF

Hopeyouenjoy!

Suggestpagetofriendsandfriendsoffriends

PleaselikeandComment!
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Today'sthedaywelaymyparentstorest.Todayis



thedaywesayourfinalgoodbyes.I'mfeelingbetter

todaythanIhavefeltinalongtime.Cryingmakes

mefeelbetterandI'vehealed.IleftwithNkosinathi

andwenttosleepathishotelroom.Emihledidn't

wanttocomewithusbecauseshewantedtostay

behindwithNomkitha'schildrenandmoreofher

cousins.Manypeoplestartedcomingyesterdayand

peopleIdidn'tthinkwouldbehere.Somecameand

theyweremymother'shighschoolfriendsandsome

wereherclassmates.Thefuneralwillbepacked

todayandhonestly,whatLwazihadsaidwasreally

true.Itsgoodthattheydiedtogether.Myfather

would'veneverbeenabletolivewithoutmymother

andmymotherwould'veneverbeenabletolive

withoutmyfather.Itwouldhavehurtmoreandbe

muchmorepainfultoseeoneofthemsufferandbe

hurtforloosingtheother,theirlifepartner.Tilldeath

dothemapart,theystucktotheirvows.I'mhappy

andIknowthey'llbewatchingoverme.

Lebo:Weshouldgetgoing.

Me:I'mrightbehindyou.

Iworemyshoesandtookmybag.Nkosiandthe



guyshadalreadyleftearlybeforeIevenwokeup.

Beewasdrivinganditwassilenttillwegottochurch.

Phelo:You'reintrouble

Me:Why?

Lebo:Nkosiislookingatthestilettosyou'rewearing.

Me:Nkosiwilljusthavetostopbeingcontrolling,

justfortoday.

Siya:He'scominghere.

Wewatchedhimashewalkedtousandhegreeted

andweresponded.Iavoidedeyecontactwithhim

andhejustlaughedatme.

Nkosi:I'mgivingyoujusttwohoursandyou'lltake

themoff.

Me:YesSir.

Hekissedmeandwewalkedtothechurch,whilewe

werewalkingtotheentrance.Policevanscameand

Zandycameout.Shewasdressesforthefuneralyet

shewashandcuffed.Seeingherlikethisjustmakes

mecry.Mphorantoherbutthepolicestoppedhim.

Hewassoangryheendeduppunchingonepolice



officer.

Zandy:StopMpho.

Me:Justremovethehandcuffsplease.

Police:WecannotdothatMam.

Zandy:I'mokaywiththeseonNaye.Let'sgetinside

orwe'llbelate.

She'savoidingeyecontactwithmostofus,she's

tryingtobestrongbutshe'snot.Thisistoomuch

formetotakein.Wegotinsidethechurchandwent

toseatdown

AuntBoh:Whatisshedoinghere?She'scometo

finishusalloff!Getoutyoumurderer!

Me:Aunty!Youwillnotspeaktoherthatway!Sheis

notgoinganywhereandsheisnomurderer.

Nkosi:Let'salljustcalmdownandburythemin

peace

Uncle:Thisfuneralwillnotgoonwithherinhere.

Shemustleave

Dodo:Youhavenoright!



Zandy:It'sokayNomkitha,I'llleave.RestinpeaceMr

andMrsKhoza.Youwerelikemyotherparentsand

MrKhozawasthefatherIneverhad.I'llalwayslove

you.Withthatsaidsheturnedandleft.Itookoffmy

shoesandranafterher.

Me:Zandy

Zandy:ItsallokayNaye!Justgo,Idon'twantyouto

seemelikethis.

Me:ButZandile

Zandy:Leave!

Sneh:You'llbeoutbytodayZandile.Justhangin

there.

IcriedsohardandNkosiheldme.Ican'tdealwith

allthisanymore.Mpho,NtokozoandSnehfollowed

thepolice.Mphowasdrivinglikeacrazyperson.We

gotbackinsideandthefuneralcontinued.

Me:Ihatewhat'sgoingon

Nkosi:Itwillbeoversoon,trustme.

Thefuneralwentonandonanditwastimeforusto

gospeak.Westoodonorderfromfirstborntolast



andeachofusspoke.Icouldn'tstopcrying.Lwazi

heldmeanditwasmyturntospeak.

Me:Mom,Dad,youleftusunexpected.Theytook

yourlivesbeforetime.Onadaythatwasmeantto

bemyspecialday,thedaywewerealllooking

forwardtoandhavedreamtofsinceIwasyoung.

We'vealwaysbeenaclosefamilyandthatwill

alwaysremainthesame.Weknowyou'relooking

overatusandwe'llmakeyouproud.I'lldefinitely

missyou,homewillneverbethesamewithoutyou

guys.We'llcontinuetorespectyouandfollowyour

teachings.Thankyouforbeingthewonderful

parentsthatyou'vebeentous.Weloveyou,may

yoursoulsrestinpeace.Lungelosangmyfather's

favoritesong,"IntandoEmnandi"byBenjaminDube.

ThecongregationstoodandweallsangwhileIwas

walkingbacktomyseat.Theservicecontinuedand

wewerenowgettingreadytogotothecemetery

whenMpho'scardrobebackin.Theycameoutand

Zandywasalsotherewithouthabdcuffsthistime.

Me:Zandy

Zandy:Naye



Westoodlookingateachotherforawhileandwe

hugged.Wehuggedforalongtimeandendedup

cryingtogether

Zandy:IloveyouNaye,I'dnevereverkillyour

parents.

Me:Iknowyou'dneverdothat.IloveyoutooZandy.

I'msorryforallthatyouhadtogothrough.Spending

anightinjailmusthavebeentorture

Zandy:(Laughs)Itwasactuallyokay,Imadeafew

friendsandannoyedtheguards,itwasfun.

Dodo:OnlyZandywouldgotojailandhavefun

Danny:She'soneofakind.

Lwazi:Itsgoodtohaveyouback.Wemustgetgoing

guys.

Nkosi:He'sright.

Wegotintoourcarsanddrovetothecemetery,

thoughNkosiwasdrivinginthecarI'min.Hehas

neverallowedmetodrivesincehefoundoutI'm

pregnant.ButIhavedrivensecretly,whathedoesn't

knowwon'tkillhimright?Wegottothecemetery



andeverythingwasset.Thepastorspokeafew

wordsandwewerenowgoingtoputsand.My

unclesstarted,thanmyauntiesanditwasnowour

turn.Icouldn'tevenwalkproperly,Icouldn'tstopthe

tears.Ican'tbelievethatthisismylastgoodbyeto

myparents.Itookthesand

Me:RestinpeaceHlase.

IwentbacktomyseatandEmihlehuggedme.The

priestspokethelastwordsandIjustcouldn'tbelieve

it.Theyaregone,justlikethat.It'sallover,noitcan't

be!Itcan'tbe!

Me:Mom!!!Dad!!!

Iscreamedbuttheycouldn'thearme.Theyneedto

comebacktome,Irefusetoacceptthatit'salltrue.

Nkosi:CalmdownNaye.Naye!

IwaswalkingbutIdon'tknowwhereto.Ifeltmy

headspinningandIwasgettingdizzy.Mytearswere

flowinguncontrollably.Idon'tknowwhathappened

nextbutmyfacemetthefloorandmylipswerefull

ofsand.IclosedmyeyesforawhileandIwas

carriedup.IlookedanditwasNkosicarryingmelike



anewbornbaby.IwasstillcryingyetIwas

confused,IthoughtIwasloosingmymindfora

whilethere.MaybeIwas.

Nkosi:Whatwereyoudoing?Nayeyoucould've

badlyinjuredyourself.Heputmeinthecarand

droveoff.Ijustclosedmyeyes.Idon'tevenwantto

seehimnorevenlistentohimlectureme.Ialso

don'tknowwhatcameintomymind.Ijustwantmy

parents,isthattoomuchtoaskfor?WellIguessit

is,IguessIhavetoacceptitandfindawaytomove

forward.ButIdon'tthinkI'llbeabletountilIfindwho

didthis.They'llpayforthis,thatIpromise.Wegotto

thehotelandwenttoourhotelroom.Hewenttothe

bathroomandcameback,helooksprettyupset.

Nkosi:Gobath.

Me:Idon'twantto.Ijustwanttolaydown.

Hegavemethe"DoasIday"look.Ijustshrugged

andtookoffmyclothes.

Nkosi:You'rebleedingNaye!

Me:Where?



Hewasright,Iwasbleedingonmyelbowandthe

leftsidenearmystomachbutabitlower.

Me:Itsjustscratch,I'llwashitoff.

Nkosi:Bathandwe'regoingtothedoctor.

Me:There'snothingwrongNkosinathi.Idon'twant

toseeadoctorforsomethingsosmall.

Nkosi:Somethingsmallcanbebigwhenyou're

pregnant.Youcould'vehurtyourselfbadlywhenyou

fell.Whatifisinternetbleeding?Ican'ttakethatrisk.

Wowhewaspanicking,I'veneverseenhimpanic.

Me:Youlooksocuterightnow.Comehere

Nkosi:Thisisn'tthetimeforyoutotellmethat

Nokukhanya.

Me:IloveitwhenyoucallmeNokukhanya,itssexy.

Helaughedatmeandthrewasmallpillowonme.

Nkosi:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Nkosi:Nowgotakethatbath.I'llbeback.



Iwonderwhereishegoing.Igotintothebathtub

andthewaterwasverysoothing.Thewaterwasso

hotandIlovedthesmellofthefoambath.Thedoor

openedandIheardfootsteps.IthoughtNkosinathi

wouldbegoneforlong,butmaybehemissedme

anddecidedtocomeback.Ihopeheisnotgrumpy

anymorecauseI'mnotinthemood.Thiswateris

toosoothingandrelievingformetostressabout

Nkosinathi'sgrumpyness.

#Nkosi

Nayeseemedtobegettingbetterthepastfewdays.

LungeloandIwerecertainthatshe'saccepted

thingsanddecidedtogrievepeacefullyforher

parents.Lwazitoldmeshewasclosesttotheir

parentsanditwouldaffecthermore.WhatIsaw

todaywasreallysad.Howshewalkedaroundlost,

screamingandcallingoutherparentslikeshe'sin

denialthatthey'vepassedaway.Irantoherbut

whenIgotthereshehadalreadyhitthegroundand

fell.WhenIsawherbleedIreallypanickedeven

thoughitwasasmallscratch.Ileftherasshewas



goingtotakeherbathandIwenttoAthi'shotel

roomsohecouldcomecheckuponherandseeif

there'snodamage.IhadafewbeerswhileIwas

waitingforAthitofreshenup.Afterhewasdonewe

wenttomyhotelroom.

Me:Babe!Areyoustillbathing?

Therewasnoresponse.Maybeshe'smadatme.

ShegetsangryforverylittlethingsandIknowshe'll

shoutatmeforbringingAthitocomecheckupon

her.ShesaysI'moverprotective,wellIhavetobe.I

openedthebathroomdoorandcouldn'tseeher.Her

headwasunderthewaterandthewaterwasred.No!

Thiscan'tbehappening!No!

Me:Naye!!!

Iscreamedanditwasfollowedbyaloudcry.

Athenkosicamerunningin

Athi:OhLord!I'llcallanambulance,getheroutof

thewater!ItookmylifelesswifeoutthewaterandI

justcouldn'tstopcrying

Me:StaywithmeNokukhanya,weneedyou.



AthithrewadressatmeandIputitonNaye.Athi

wasbusycheckingherpulseandopeninghermouth

whentheparamedicsarrivedandshewastakento

thehospitalandwefollowed.IcalledLwazi

Lwazi:Bhuda

Me:Lwazi,getthefamilytothehospitalandmake

sureEmihledoesn'tcome.Takeherandthekidstoa

safeplaceandleavethemwithsomeoneyoutrust.

Lwazi:What'sgoingonman?I'llleavethemwith

Lebo.

Me:ItsNaye.You'llfindoutwhenyougetthere.

AthiwasalsoonthephonewithLyanda.Theywere

ontheirway.Wegottothehospitalandshewas

rushedtoanemergencyroom

Nurse:Ineedyoutocomefillinsomeformssir.

Me:What'sgoingonwithmywife!Don'ttellme

aboutthedamnpapers,Ijustneedmywifetobe

okay!

Athiwasnowdresseddifferently,thoseplastic

uniformsdoctorswear.HeknowsIdon'ttrustany



otherdoctorbesideshim,ZeeandBee.Thegirls

cameinrunning,Zeedidn'taskanyquestionsbut

wentstraighttotheER.

Bee:Nurse,we'lltakeitfromhere.

Siya:I'llfillintheforms.

BeealsosenttotheERandwewenttositbythe

waitingroom

Father:Whathappened?

Me:Idon'tknow,Idon'tknowdad.

Iputmyhandsonmyfaceandcried.Lubahand

Philawerebrushingmyshoulders.Ijustneedto

knowifshe'salive.IneedNaye

Me:Ican'tlooseher.Wecan'tlooseher.Emihlewill

neverbeabletotakethis.Itcan'thappen.Shewasn't

breathing.Shewaslayingtherelifelessandallthat

blood!

Lungelo:WhathappenedNkosinathi!

Me:Idon'tknowokay!Idon'tknow!Iwasn'tthere.

WhenIleftthehotelroomgoingtoAthi'sroomshe

wasonherwaytothebathroomsoshecouldtakea



bath.Athiwasmeanttocomecheckuponhersince

shefellatthefuneralandhurtherelbowandshe

hadascratchnearherstomachanditwasbleeding

abit.WhenwebothcamebackIfiguredshewas

stillinthebathroomsinceshewasn'tanywherein

theroom.WhenIgottothebathroom,shewas

underthewaterandherheadwasalsoinsidelike

shedrowned.Thewaterwasred,itwasfullofher

blood.

SiyaandBelindawerealreadycryingasItoldthe

story.ZandyandKamojustwentout,theycouldn't

copewithwhatIwastellingthem.Nomkithawas

alsocryingoutloudlysayingshecan'tlooseher

sistertoowhilePhelowasholdingher.Itwasjust

awfultolookatandmymindwasallovertheplace.

Mom:Youneedtobestrongmychild.

Me:How?HowdoIdothat!Idon'tevenknowifthey

bothalive!Ican'tlooseneitherofthem!Ican't!

Istoodupandbangedthetable.

Bonga:KeepcalmNkosinathiDoitforher.

Isatdownandlookedatthewall.



Kamo:We'llbeback.Wehavetogettothebottom

ofthis.

Mayi:I'lldriveyoutowhereveryouneedtogo,you

can'tdriveatthisstate.

Ngamso:I'mcomingwithyou.

Mpho:Makesureyoufindgoodleads.Callmeas

soonasyougetsomething.

Mom:Istheresomethingweneedtoknowabout?

Us:No.

Myparentsweren'tconvinced.I'lldealwiththem

later.Nayepleasesurvive,Ineedyouinmylife.We

needyou.Idon'tevenknowwhereI'llstart,howwillI

tellEmihlethathermomslayingonahospitalbed

andIdon'tknowifshe'llsurvive.I'veseensituations

liketheseandIdon'tevenknowhowlongdidshelay

therefor,maybeIcameanditwastoolate.The

amountofbloodshelostwasjusttoomuch.She

wasn'tevenbreathing.Nokukhanya,pleasedon't

leaveus.
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#Nkosi

Ifeltsomeonetappingmyshoulder.Iopenedmy

eyesanditwasAthi.What'sgoingon?Shit,Imust've

fellasleep.Wesathereallnightwaitingforan

updateonNayebutthenurseskeptonsayingthey

don'tknowanythingthat'sgoingon.Thatshe'sstill

intheER.

Athi:Gohomeandgetsomerest.Its8amnow.

Me:I'mnotleavingher,howisshe?

Athi:ItsbadNkosinathi.She'sstillalivefornowand

thingsmightgetworse.Shemightbeinthehospital

forawhile.Weneedtotransferhertoahospitalin

Durban,Ijustneedyoutosignhere.



Me:Whatdoyoumeanbyshe'sstillalivefornow?

Isignedthepapersandgavemymedicalaiddetails

soIcanpaythishospital.

Athi:She'sinaverydangerouscondition.Itshardto

tellifshe'llsurvive.

Me:Thebaby?

Athi:Miraculously,thebabyisstillaliveand

breathingnormally.We'veneverhadthatbefore.I'm

amazed.Theplanewillleaveat10,makesureyou're

packedandreadytogo.

Me:Thankyou.Callmeifthere'sanemergency.

Makesurethere'sdoublesecurityinherroom.

Athi:Don'tworry,BeeandZeearen'tleavingher

sight.They'llbeinthereplusthere'ssecurity.

WeshookhandsandIdrovetothehotel.Iwentto

Phila'shotelroom

Phila:Howareyouman?How'sitgoingwithNaye

Me:Thingsarebad,Athisaysshe'sstillalivefornow

butshe'sinadangerouscondition.Butthebabyis

okay



Siya:ThatmeansNayecandieanytime?

Ididn'tseethatshe'shere,shewasalreadycrying.

Me:Thatmightbepossible.Theyaremovingherto

ahospitalinDurban.IneedtopackbutIdon'tthinkI

cangotothatroom

Siya:Don'tworry,BelindaandIhadalreadypacked

yourthingswhilewewereinvestigatingwhat

happened.

Me:Thankyouverymuch.Anyleads?

Phila:Therearemanyleadsandyouwon'tlikethisat

all.

Me:What'sgoingon?

Phila:Takeashowerandgetsomethingtoeat.We'll

tellyoueverythingonceyou'redone.

Siya:EmihleisinNtokozo'shotelroom.Youshould

goseeher,she'sbeenaskingmanyquestions

Me:Iwill.

Iwenttotakeashower,itwasjusta2minute

shower.Icouldn'tstayinthatbathroomforlonger.It



alljustremindedmeofwhathappenedyesterday.

Gotdressedandwenttohavebreakfast.Siyadished

uptoomuchfoodformeandIatealittle.

Siya:Youdon'twantustoargueNkosinathi.Iwant

toseethatplateclean.

Me:ButI'mfull.

Shegavemeadeathstare,she'sreallygoodat

those.Theymakeyoufeelguilty.

Me:Yesmom.

Iateallthefoodonmyplateandshehadastupid

smileonherface.

Phila:I'vehiredanotherplanethatwilltakeallofus

toDurbanat10too.

Me:Thankyou.I'llgotoNaye'shomerightnowthan

goseeEmihle.

Siya:We'lldiscusseverythingelseinHQ.

Itookmycarkeysanddrovetoorangefarm.Phelo

wassweepingoutsideandshejustcriedwhenshe

sawme.



Phelo:Issheokay?

Me:Ican'tsaythatbutshe'sstillalive.Where'sthe

restofthefamily?

Phelo:Theyleftyesterday.ItsjustNomkitha,

Lwazi,Lungeloandmyfatherinthehouse.Leboand

thekidsweretakenyesterday

Me:Yestheyatasafeplace.

Phelo:Yourwifealsoleftyesterday

Me:Mywife?

Phelo:Noluthando.

Me:Ohher,wheredidshego?

Phelo:Idon'tknow.Maybeshewentbackto

Langelihle.

Me:I'llcallherlater.

WewentinsidethehouseandNomkithawas

sleepingonthefloor.Icarriedherandputheronthe

bed.

Me:Whyisshesleepingonthefloor?



Lwazi:Shesaiditsmakingherfeelbetter.Itsvery

weird.

Me:It'sherbirthdaytomorrow.

Lungelo:Yes,she'sfinallyturning29.She'salways

wantedtobe29.

Me:Ihadplannedthatwe'dbeinParisforher

birthday,we'dgotoEnglandforourhoneymoon

becauseshe'salwayswishingtogotoEnglandbut

nowshe'slayingonahospitalbedfightingforher

life.

Phelo:Andthebaby?

Me:She'sstillalive.

Lwazi:She?

Me:It'sagirl.Naye'sbeingmovedtoDurbaninan

hour.Packyourthingsandmeetmeattheairportso

wecanallbeinDurban.

Lungelo:I'llbookahotelforus

Me:You'llbestayingwithme.

Lwazi:Notheresnoneedforthat.



Me:We'refamilynowandweallgoingthrougha

toughtime.Weneedtobetogether.Youguyswill

staywithmeplusEmihleneedsgoodcompany,

havingDodo'skidsinthehousewillmakethings

betterforher.

Phelo:I'llgopackandwakeDodoup.

Me:I'mgoingtogetLeboandthekidsnow.

Lwazi:ThankyouNkosinathi.Mysisterreallyfounda

greatmanwholovesherunconditionally.

Me:Iwasluckilytofindher.She'smylife.

WeshookhandsandIdrovebacktothehoteland

wenttoseemydaughter.SherantomeassoonasI

closedthedoor

Emihle:Daddy!!!I'vemissedyou,where'smommy?

ThequestionI'venotbeenlookingforwardtoatall.

Me:Let'sgositdownsoIcanexplainwheremommy

is.

Shenoddedandwesatdown.

Me:Mommyisatthehospital.



Emihle:She'sgoingtofetchthebaby?

Me:NoEmi,mommyissicksoshe'llbeatthe

hospitalforsometime.

Emi:Howlong?Ifmommyissickthanthebabyis

sicktoo?

Me:Idon'tknowhowlongEmihle.Sortofbutthey'll

befine.Wehavetojustpraythatthey'llbeokay.

Emi:Canyoupray?

OhGod,whenlastdidIevenpray.

Me:Yes

Emi:Momtaughtmehowtopray.Let'sprayfor

them

Me:Okay

Shetoldmetokneeldownandsheprayed.Ididn't

sayanythingandIlistenedtoherassheprayed

Emi:DearGod,wecomebeforeyouthismorningin

prayeraswepleadforforgivenessforalloursins.

Lordwehavewrongedyoubutyou'veneverforsaken

us.Weaskyoutopleaseprotectmymomandlittle



sisteratthehospitalandforyoutomakethemheal

andbehealthyagain.Weprayforeveryonethat'sat

thehospitalandthattheyseeyouramazingmiracles.

Ipraythatyoustaywithmyfatherandmakehim

strong.Healmymotherohlord.Showyour

wonderfulloveandmercy.Inthemightynameof

Jesus.Amen

NayehasreallytaughtEmihlewell,evenIhavenever

prayedthatwell.I'veheardNayepraybeforeand

she'sastrongwomanofprayer.What'sweirdisthat

shealwayspraysatthepantry.Thatroomisempty,

maybeshejustwantstobealonewhensheprays.

Emi:Dadyoudidn'tpray,itsyourturn.

Me:Uhmokay.Closeyoureyes.

HonestlyIjustdidn'tevenknowwhattosaybutI

tookadeepbreathandprayed

Me:Lord,I'msureI'mthelastpersonyouthought

you'dhearfromtoday.ButhereIamandIcome

beforeyou.I'vesinnedandIhaven'tbeenagood

childofGod.I'veabandonedyouanddoubtedmy

faithinyoubutIbegforforgiveness.Ihaven'tprayed



inyearsandhaven'tbeentochurchinawhile.Ipray

thatyouhealNayeandmydaughter,bewiththem

lordthroughoutthistimeandkeepthemalive.We

bothneedthemwithusinourlives.Emihleneeds

hermotherandIneedmywife.GodIdon'tknow

whatI'dbewithouther.Lordshowmethelightand

yourrighteousways.InthemightynameofJesus

wepray.Amen

Emi:CanIseemommy?

Me:You'llseeherwhenwegettoDurban.Thankyou

formakinguspray,Ifeelbetter.

Emi:Momalwayssaysnothingcanbeatprayerand

yourfaithinGod

Me:Momtaughtyouwell.Neverforgetallthatshe

hastaughtyou.Let'sgetgoing

LeboputalltheirstuffinthecarandIdroppedthem

offattheairport.EmihleandIwillflywithNayeand

thedoctors.Ourcarswillfollowlatertoday,weleft

themattheairportwherethedriverswillpickthem

up.

Athi:Everythingisready.



Me:Anychanges?

Athi:No.WhenwegettoDurbanwe'llgetresultsand

gettoscanherheadandseewhatexactlyhappened

andwhatcausedthebloodbecauseshedidn'thave

anymiscarriage.

Me:Doyouthinkshetriedtokillherself?

Athi:Never,Nayewouldnevereverdothat.Ithink

someonetriedtokillher.

Me:I'veneverfeltsolostandconfusedinmylife.

Whywouldsomeonebesoevil?Itallconnectsthe

dotsrightnowAthenkosi

Bee:Thepersonwhoisbehindthekillingofher

parentsisthesamepersonwhohasdonethis.

Zee:Whoeverthisiswantstotakethemoutoneby

one.Weneedtobecareful,maybetheynotdone.

Me:Please,let'stalkaboutthiswhenEmihleisnot

around.

Athi:Butshe'sasleep.

Me:Shecanstilluseherears.Idon'twantherto

hearallthis.She'llasksomanyquestions



Zee:Plussheneverstops,suchachatterbox.Yet

hermotherissocalmanddoesn'tspeakmuch

Athi:I'mactuallyveryscaredofNayeandNangamso.

AsmuchIjokearoundwiththembutIcanneverget

usedtotheircalmness.Ngamsohasthatthingthat

screams"runaway"whenyoulookather.She'sso,I

don'tevenknowwhichwordtouse.

Bee:Nowthatoneisdangerousyetshe'sthe

youngest.

Athi:IfearforyouandJabu.They'llcutyourheads

offoneday.

Welaughedalittleandthemachinesstartedtobeep

andmakealotofnoise.

Me:What'sgoingon!

Bee:Calmdown.

TheywenttoherandIdon'tevenknowwhatthey

weredoing.

Nurse:Itsgoodthatwe'reabouttoland.TheERisall

set.

Athi:Thankyou.



Me:What'sgoingon?

Zee:She'llbefine.She'shavingafit

Me:That'snotgood.

Bee:Itsgoodandbad

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Bee:Weneedallpossiblesignstoshowthatshe's

stillalive.

Guy:We'reabouttoland.Pleasemakesureyou're

seatedandyou'veputonyourseatbelts.

Itwasarockylandingbutweallmadeitdownsafely.

Assoonaswelandedonthehospitallandingroof

topshewasmovedintotheemergencyroom.

Emihle:Daddy,canIseemommy?

Me:Alittlebitlatersweethearttheystillbusy

Emihle:Ineedtoseehernowdad.She'scallingme

Me:Whatdoyoumeanshe'scallingyou?

Emihlekeptonclosinghereyesandbreathing

uncontrollably



Emihle:Dad!Ineedtoseeher.

IrushedhertotheERshe'sinandIexplainedtoBee.

Theyletherin.Nayewasreallyinabadcondition

fromallthatIsaw.Thereweresomanydoctorsin

oneroomyou'dswearit'sameeting.Emihlewentto

herandheldherforehead,sheclosedhereyesand

youcouldseehersweatdrippingfromherface.

Me:Idon'tlikethis.Itstoomuchforher,she'sstill

tooyoung.

Zee:Itsagift.Letheruseit.

Shefinallyopenedhereyesandlaughed.Shecame

tousandIwipedhersweatoff.

Emihle:Sheaskedmeifyouate?Momsspiritisn'tin

herbody,herbodyandherspiritarefighting.She's

tryingtofindawaytogobackbecauseits

dangerousforthebaby.

Me:Ican'tdothis.Ireallycan't.

Ileftthemandwenttomycar.Ijustcan'tdealwith

this,it'salltoomuchandtoohardtobelieve.Why

didithavetobemydaughter?Couldn'tshegetthis



giftwhenshe'solder?Itsallsohardonme.

EmihlecamerunningtomewithBee.

Emihle:Don'tgiveuponher,notnow.

Me:I'mnotgivingup.Ijustneededsomeair.Itshard

tobestrongbutI'llbestrongforallofus.

Emihle:It'sgoingtobeokay

Me:Howoldareyou?

Emihle:Eightturningnine.Ithoughtyouknewmy

agedad

Me:Ido,I'mjustchecking.Sometimesyouspeak

likea30yearold.

Emihle:MaybewhenI'm30I'llspeaklikea60year

old

Me:I'mthirtybutIdon'tspeaklikea60yearold

Emihle:Dad,youspeaklikeanoldoldgrandpaand

sometimesyouactlikeone.Especiallyinthe

morningwhenyoureadyournewspaper,momandI

alwayslaughatyou.

Me:What'swrongwiththat?Ilovereadingmy



newspaper.

Emihle:There'snothingwrongbutmomoncesaid

shedidn'tseeyouasthetypethatreads

newspapers.Youdon'tevenwanttobedisturbed

Me:Itseemsasifyouandyourmotherdiscussalot

aboutme.

Emihle:Iguessso

Shelaughesatmeandwegobackinsidethe

hospital.

Me:Anychanges?

Whileweweretalkingtheothersarrived.

Lubah:Girls,leavewiththechildrenandgohome.

Freshenupandmakesupper.

Siya:Butwejustgothere.

Phila:Justdoashesays!

Me:What'sgoingon?

Lyanda:We'lldiscussitinAthi'soffice.Makesure

you'reallinonehouse,Nooneleaves!



Zee:Istheresomethingweshouldknow?

Us:Go!

WealljustsaidatonceandNgamsolookedatus

likewe'resomecrazylunatics.Theytookthekids

andallleft

Me:Nowyouallhavesomeexplainingtodo.

Mpho:Youwon'tlikethis.Ismellbloodalready.

WewenttoAthi'sofficeandheshutdownthe

camera's.Athi:Theresultscameback,Nayejust

didn'tdrownbutsomeonehitthebackofherhead

withahammer.Nowshewould'vedied,it'samiracle

thatshe'sstillalive.

Bonga:Wegotthehotelsfootageandtheperson

whodidthiswasallcoveredupbuttheymadeone

stupidmove.

Me:What?

Mpho:Theydidn'tcovertheirshoes

Me:Whoisit?

Jabu:Luckily,theseladiestakepicturesevenwhen



theygoingtofunerals.Lookatthisandtellmewho

waswearingtheseshoes.

Hegavemehisphoneanditwastwopictures

showingtheshoesandafullpicture.Itcan'tbe!

Me:Fuck!Let'sgo!
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WhatIsawreallyupsetme,I'mbeyondbeingupset.

I'mfumingandGodknowsIwillkillherwithbothmy

hands.Wedrivingtoahotelshe'sin,wemanagedto

locatewheresheisandit'sgoodthatshe'sherein

Durban.EvenifshewasinAmericaI'dgofindher.

Noonedoesthistomywifeandgetsawaywithit.

Noone!



Me:I'llgoinfirst

Mpho:Don'tkillheryet.

Me:Ican'tpromiseyouthat.

WewentinandIwasabletogetacardforherroom.

Iopenedthedoorandshewasrunningaround

packing.

Me:(clearsthroat)GoingsomewhereMrsMkhize?

Shewassosurprisedtoseemeandshegotheract

together.

Nolu:Babe,ohyes.IwaspackingsoIcouldgoto

yourhouse.LikewhystayinahotelwhenIhavea

homehere?

Me:You'reright.

Ilookedaroundandspottedtheshoes,theleftone

hadabloodspot.Mywife'sblood.Shecontinued

packingandactedlikenothingshappening,she's

suchaprofessionalbuthercoverhasbeenblown.

Me:Whathappenedtoyourshoes?Theyreallysuit

you



Nolu:Ohthat,it'spaint.Ibumpedintosomeidiot

whenIwascominghereandhehadredpaint.It's

alsoonthedressIwaswearing.

Me:Itseemslikebloodtome.ItsseemslikeNaye's

blood

Nolu:Naye'sblood?Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Me:Haven'tyouheard?Howyousnuckintomyhotel

roomandhitherwithahammeratthebackofher

head.

Nolu:What!I'dneverdothat,I'msohurtthatyou

thinkI'ddosuch.IamyourfirstwifeNkosinathiand

Iwillnotallowyoutoinsultmethatway.

Me:You'renotmywife.You'rejustananimal

Istoodupandwentclosertoher.Iheldherfaceand

ourlipstouched.Shewasbreathingheavily,Ipicked

herupandpinnedheragainstthewall.Shewas

pantingasItouchedherclit.Shewasweak,Iwas

evendisgustedbywhatIwasdoing.Imakeher

weak,ImakeherloosehermindandnowI'mgoing

tomakeherlooseherlife.Shedoesn'tknowwhat

I'mcapableof.



Nolu:MakelovetomeNkosinathi.

Me:OhyesIwill.

Shehadasmileonherfacebutitturnedintoa

frownwhenIheldherthroattightlyandstrangledher.

Nolu:(coughs)You'rehurtingme.

Me:OhthisisnothingcomparedtowhatI'lldoto

you.ShewasturningpaleandIjustwantedto

stranglethelifeoutofherbutthatwouldbetooeasy.

Shewon'tdiethateasilyafterallthepainshehas

causedmywife.

Me:Takeyourbagsandlet'sgo.

Nolu:I'mnotgoingwithyou!

Me:Youdon'twantmetokillyouwoman!Takeyour

bagsandlet'sgo.

ShetookherbagsandIheldherhand.Ipayedher

billandcheckedoutthehotel.Iheldherhandlike

we'rejustonehappycoupleandshegotintothecar.

Mpho:Thoughtwewouldn'tcatchyou?

Nolu:Ittookyouawhile,whatdelayedyou?I'msure



younowseeyou'renotassmartasyouthink.

Bonga:Weshouldbetellingyouthat.

Nolu:Idiots

Me:Whyisshestillalive?

Jabu:NayeandZandywantapieceofher.

Nolu:Naye?She'sdeadaswespeak.

Danny:That'swhatyouthink.

Nolu:That'swhatIknow.Youidiotsdon'tcoveryour

tracks,youthinkabunchofsecuritieswillstopme

fromkillingher?Youfools.

Ijustcouldn'ttakeit.Ihitherwithagunonherhead,

lightsoutfornow.She'sreallyannoyingme.Wegot

toHQandtiedheronachair.Rope,chains,duck

tape.We'llleaveStixheretowatchherclosely.

Bonga:Babalwaisnotansweringherphone.Even

Ziyanda

Thabo:Let'sgotothehospital.

Me:Stix,takeoutonetoewhenshewakesup.Justa

littletorture.We'llbeback.



Stix:Shoboss.

I'mhonestlyverydisgustedbecauseeverythingwas

workingoutbetweenus,Iwasevenstartingtolove

herandseeherasmywifebutshedoesthis?My

headisjustspinning.

Jabu:ThatsNangamso'scar

Weraninsideandtheyweresittingonthefloorwith

plumpfaces,theywerebadlybeatenup.

Bonga:Whathappenedhere!

Ngamso:Wehadtotakeafewpunchesandbullets

tosaveNaye.Thatwifeofyourssentsomepeople

tofinishheroff.ButluckilyIhadmyeyes

everywhere

ShewasshotonherlegandAthiattendedtoit.

Ngamso:ChillI'mfine.JustgolookforZee

somewherehere.

Dannydidn'twasteanytime,hewasrunningaround

andIrantoseemyNaye.Shewassleeping

peacefullyandnothinghadhappenedtoher.I'm

neverleavinghersighteveragain.Sheneedsme



herewithher.Iheldherhandandshesqueezed

mine.

Me:Shesqueezedmyhand!!!Shesqueezedmy

hand!

Athi:Areyousure?

Me:Yes!Look,itsmoving.Naye!Naye!Canyouhear

me?

Nursescameinandtheyaskedmetoleavethe

room.Theyarecrazy,I'mnotgoinganywhere.

Athi:She'swakingupNkosinathi.

ThenursesleftandDannycameinwithZee,she

wasalsobeatenup.

Naye:Nkosinathi.

ShewhisperedandIkissedherforehead.

Me:Nokukhanya,I'mhere.I'mrighthere

Naye:Waterplease.

BongagavemewaterandIhelpedNayedrinkit.She

keptshufflingwantingtoturnbutherbodywasnt

allowingherto,she'sstillweak.



Me:Stopmoving,you'llhurtyourself.

Naye:She,shewantedtokillme.Shesaidyou're

hersonlyandshe'llkillmychildrenwhenshe'sdone

withme.

Me:Don'tworry,Itookcareofthat.She'snotgoing

tohurtyouanymore.You'renevergoingtoseeher

again.

Naye:Youkilledher?

Me:Notyet.

Naye:Good.Iwanttobetheonethatdoesit.

Me:Nayeyouwon'tdothat.

Naye:Iwantseemydaughterandmyfriends

Bee:Wehere

SheturnedandlookedatBee,ZeenNgamso.Tears

fellfromherface

Lubah:I'llgofetchtheothers

Lyanda:I'mcomingwithyou

Naye:(sniffs)Whathappenedtoyou?



Ngamso:Nothingtoworryyourselfabout.We're

okay

Bee:You'reokay,myfaceisfuckedup noplastic

surgerywillworkhere.

Zee:ReallyBabalwa?You'rejustexeggaratingbutit

doeshurt.

Naye:Whathappened?

Me:Theyfoughtforyourlife.Shehadsentpeopleto

killyou.

Naye:Shereallywasonamission.Whereisshe?

Me:HQ

Naye:Athi,whenamIleavinghere?

Athi:NotanytimesoonMrsMkhize.Maybenext

week

Naye:That'ssounfair.Willyouguyspleaseexcuse

us?Ineedtotalktomyhusband.

Bonga:Sure.

Theyallleftandclosedthedoor.



Me:I'msorry,IwishIhadneverleftyoualone.I

should'vebeentheretoprotectyou.Ibroughther

intoourlivesandittookawayyourparentsandyou

endedupinahospitalbed,Iputyourlifeindanger.

I'msosorryNaye

Naye:ItsnotyourfaultNkosinathi.Wedidn'tknow

whatshe'scapableof.Nkosinathi

Me:Nokukhanya

Naye:DidIloosethebaby?

Me:No,she'sfine.

Naye:ThankGod.IwanttokillherNkosinathi,Iwant

tobetheonethatendsherlife.

Me:Naye,justfocusongettingbetterandleavethe

resttome.

Naye:Please,justletmedothisonething

Me:NoNaye!Idon'twantanybloodonyourhands.I

don'twantyoutodoit!You'repregnant,you'rea

mother,notakiller.

Naye:I'vedoneitbefore,itwon'tbesomethingnew

tome.Iwantherblood!Shekilledmyparents!



Youcouldseethefireandvengeanceinhereyes.

Shesmelledblood,Nolu'sbloodiswhatshewas

thirstyfor.

Me:You'releavingforforce.

Naye:What!No!Youcan'tdothat!

Me:Thatsfinal!Now,getsomerest.Youneedit.

Shelookedatmelikeshejustwantedtograbagun

andshootme.Emihlecamerunningin,perfect

timingprincess.HerfriendsallcameinandIwentto

sitwiththeguys.

Me:Itoldhershe'sleavingtheforce

Athi:Howdiditgo?

Me:Bad,she'sstillgoingtofightme.Sheis

determinedtokillNolu,shewantsherblood.

Bonga:Lethergetherrevenge,orshe'llhaveabitter

heart.

Me:I'llthinkaboutit.

#Naye



ThefootstepsIheardweren'tNkosinathi's.She

cameinwithahammerinherhand.Shepushedmy

headinthewaterandIcouldn'tfightback

"Nkosinathiismine,withyouandyourlittlebratout

ofthepicture.He'llcomebackrunningtome."

ShestoppedandIwasabletobreatheagain.Aftera

fewseconds,shehitthebackofmyheadwitha

hammer.NeverhaveIeverthoughtshe'dwantto

hurtme.Wewerebeginningtobealovelyfamily.

Shewasokaybutitseemsasifshehadadeeper

motiveandhadneverbeenokaywithusbeingboth

marriedtoNkosinathi.Shestoppedtheweddingby

killingmyparents.Bytakingawaythemost

importantpeopleinmylife.Thepeoplewhomade

meandraisedme.Shedoesn'tknowwhat'scoming

forher,I'mnotascruelasher.Iwon'tkillherparents

andpunishthemforhersins.ButI'llkillherandher

accomplices.IknowNkosinathiwantstoprotectme

andbeamanbuthehastoallowmetodothis.He

hascompletelylosthismindifhethinksI'llleavethe

force.Heisjustbeingoverprotective,theforceis

mylife.



Ntokozo:IsthistheperfecttimetotellyouthatI'm

pregnantandengaged?

Weallscreamed!ButIendedupcoughingalot.

Me:Waterplease.

Theguyscamerunningin,withtheireyeswideopen.

Phila:What'sgoingonhere?

Nkosi:AreyouokayNaye?

Zee:Everythingisokay.We'rejustexcited.

Lyanda:Youtoldthem?

Zandy:Yesshedid!Andcongratulations!I'mso

happyforyou

Me:I'mhappytoo!Thisissoexciting!

Lubah:What'sexciting?I'mlost

Athi:SoamI

Lyanda:I'mgoingtobeafatherandamarriedman.

Theyallscreamedandgrowled,theyaretooloud

andnoisywe'llendupbeingkickedoutofthis

hospital.ThefistbumpedandcarriedLyanda.



Belinda:Youguysaresodramatic.Howfarareyou

Ntokozo?

Ntokozo:2weeks

I'msohappyforher,she'salwayslookedforwardto

beingamother.Shereallylovesparenting,shedoes

ittoallourkids.She'sreallygoingtobeagood

mother.Lyandawasholdingherandyoucouldsee

shewasreallyhappy.

Ngamso:Ihavetogohome,I'llbebacklaterguys.I

needsomerest

Bee:Metoo,Ineedtopampermyface.

Kamo:Youguy'sreallygotit.

Zee:Ngamsoshouldstartselfdefenseclasses,she

fightslikeaman.

Bee:Didyouseehowsheshotthatguy?Itwasso

exciting

Danny:Okayenough,let'sgetyouguyshome.

Me:Ialsowanttogohome.

Athi:Nothappening.



IstartedcryingandNkosilookedsoworriedand

helplessIactuallywantedtolaughbutmytears

shouldworkforme.IknowhehatesitwhenIcry,my

tearsarehisweakness.

Nkosi:Can'ttherebeanothersolution?Shecanbe

treatedfromhome.

Athi:Wecanorganizethat.

Nkosi:Pleasedo.Shecan'tcrylikethis.

Me:Youjustdon'twantmetogohome,ifI'mherei'll

beboredandI'llenduphatinghospitals

IcriedoutloudandNkosikissedmyforehead

Nkosi:That'sagoodthing,thatmeansyou'llstop

working.

Iscreamedoutloudlikeababyandcried.Howcan

hesaythat?

Me:GetoutNkosinathi!

Heisupsettingme,Iwon'tstopworking.Iwon'tstop

theforceandI'llgohome!Hejustwantstocontrol

mylife!



Nkosi:BabyIwasmakingajoke.You'llcontinue

workingmylove,calmdownplease.Justcalmdown.

Me:IwantapeanutbuttersandwichwithMelrose

andNutella.

Mpho:Sies,thatcombinationjustdoesn'twork.

Nkosi:Butyoudon'tevenlikeMelrose,youhate

peanutbutter.

Me:You'llalsodecidewhatIeatNkosinathi?Iwant

peanutbuttersandwichwithMelroseandNutella.

Nkosi:Okayyou'llgetit.I'llcallLeboandthey'llbring

it.Theyareontheirwayhere.

Ismiledandputmythumbinmymouth.Idon't

usuallydothisbutIfeellikesuckingmythumb.

Siya:Pregnancygotyoureallybad.Youevensucking

yourthumb,NkosinathiGoodluck.

Nkosi:Ireallyneedit.

Lyanda:ThisiswhatI'llbegoingthrough?

Phila:Trustme,itcanbeworse.Waituntilshe

wakesyouupinthemiddleofthenightandwant



somethingyoudon'tevenknowwheretofindit.

Lubah:Itshell.

WealllaughedatthemandZee,Bee,Bonga,Danny,

NgamsoandJabuleft.Mysiblingsarrivedaftera

fewminutessincetheothersleft.Andtheycame

withMayi

Lebo:You'reawake!I'vemissedyou

Mayi:Itsgoodtohaveyouback.

Dodojustcriedandcametohugme.Thehugwas

tootight

Me:Ouch

Dodo:Ohsorry,didIhurtyou?

Me:Justalittle.Stopcryingsis,I'mokay.

Lwazi:Wecouldn'tlooseyoutoo.WhowillIbully

whenyounotaround?

Lungelo:Weloveyoulittlesis

Ijustlovemysiblingssomuch,wearereallyclose

andloosingourparentshavemadeusmuchmore

closer.Wejusthaveeachothernowandnooneelse.



Wehavetolookoutforoneanother.

Phelo:There'syoursandwich.

Me:Urghwhat'sthatsmell?Phelo,Iaskedfora

doublecheeseburgerwithFrenchfriesandduncked

wings

Lyanda:I'mnotready butyouaskedfora

sandwichwithpeanutbutter,nuttelaandmelrose?

Siya:Takenotes.Itsonitswaybabygirl.

Siyatookhercarkeysandtheyleft.Iwasonlyleft

withNkosiandMpho.

Me:Istillwanttokillher.

Mpho:Naye

Me:Don'tNayeme.

Nkosi:Youcanonlyhaveone,youchoose.Youkill

her,you'releavingtheforce.Youdon'tkillher,you

stayintheforce.Thinkaboutit

Me:You'reimpossible!I'llkillherandleavetheforce

Nkosi:DoneDeal.



#NNBBF

Hopeyouenjoy!

Suggestpagetofriendsandfriendsoffriends

Pleaselikeandcomment

[1/11,00:01]Tatenda:Insert40

#Nkosi

Nayehasbeendrivingmecrazy,she'salwayscrying,

alwayshungryandshe'salwaysshouting.She'sjust

beenbackhomeforonedaybutshe'scried

1000times.EvenLwazirunsawayfromher

Nomkithatellsusweshouldunderstandshe's

pregnantbutit'stoomuch.Istillloveheranyways.

Myparentsarecomingovertodaysowecanexplain

whatsgoingonandthenlatertodaywe'llbeoffto

HQ.Istillwon'tallowNayetokillNolu.Iwasserious

whenIsaidIwon'tletherhavebloodinherhands

anymore.Itsmydutytoprotectherandthat'swhat

I'lldoevenifshegetsmadatme.ButitsbecauseI

loveherandIstillfeelveryguiltyaboutwhat



happened,ifIwasthereIwould'vebeenabletohelp

her.I'matthekitchenmakingbreakfastwithPhelo,

NomkithaandLeboareleavinginanhour.Lwaziand

Lungeloleftabout30minsago.Itsjustgoingtobe

me,Phelo,EmihleandNaye.Phelowillbestayingfor

2weekssinceshehastrainingtoattend,Mphowas

abletogetherajob.She'llbeafulltimepilotsoon.

Naye:Nkosinathi!!!

Sheshoutedfromupstairs

Phelo:I'mscared,bereadyforanything.

Me:Youcrazy

WelaughedandIwentupstairs.

Me:Whereareyou?

Naye:Closet.

Me:Whyareyounaked?

Naye:Ihavenothingtowear,comecloser.Ineed

helpinggettingup.Ifeelsobigrightnow.

Me:Youlooksosexy.

Naye:Youverygoodatjokes.



Me:Areyoureallygoingtowalkaroundnaked?

Naye:Yes,dealwithit.Iactuallyfeellikemyvirgina

istaringapart.Shewentonandonabouthervirgina

whilewalkingaroundnaked,she'stryingtokillme.

Naye:AmItalkingtoomuch?

Me:Yesyouare.NowgetdressedbabeandI'llbring

youbreakfast.

Ileftherstandingtherewithherhandsonherhips.

She'sbeautiful

Phelo:Breakfastisready,willshecomedown?

Me:Idon'tthinkso.Emihle'sstillasleep?

Phelo:Yessheis.Nayecamedownwearingablack

longdress.Atleastitstillfittedher,sheshouldgo

shopping.

Naye:MorningPhelo

Phelo:Morning.

TherewasaknockatthedoorandMayibongwejust

bargedin.

Me:Whatifwewerehavingsexonthekitchen



counter?

Mayi:I'dclosemyeyesandlaughatyoubecause

yourparentswould'veseentoo.

Welaughedathimandmymomsmackedhishead.

Mom:Nokukhanyamybaby,cometomommy.How

areyou?Aretheyevenfeedingyou?Comeletme

makeyousomegoodfood.

Naye:They'vealreadymadebreakfast.Let'sgoeat

TheywenttothekitchenwhilstMayI,FatherandI

wenttomystudy.

Dad:Iseebothmydaughterin-lawsarehere.

Mayi:Both?Whatdoyoumeanboth?

Dad:Youcan'tfoolmeboy,Iknowyoulovethatgirl.

Don'tbeslow,she'sabeauty.Theymighttakeher.

MayilookedlikeheisindeepthoughtandIjust

laughedather.

Dad:AndNoluthando?

Me:She'stheonethathiredthosetwoguystokill

Naye'sparentsandtriedtokillNaye.



Dad:What!I'vealwayssawthatshedoesn'thavea

brain.Whydidshedothatnonsense?

Me:Idon'tknowyetbutI'llfindoutlatertoday.I'llkill

herdad

Dad:Makeitlooklikesuicide.Sowecantellher

parentsshecommittedsuicideandwe'llsendher

bodybacktothem.Wewon'tburythatcruelwoman.

Mayi:She'scompletelyoutofhermind.I'mglad

she'llbeoutofeveryone'slife.Sheevenhadthe

audacitytocomeandplayhappyfamilywithusyet

sheknewexactlywhatshewasplanning.Its

disgustingthatshepinneditallonZandy,sheknew

exactlywhatshewasdoing

Dad:Ialsowanttoseeher.

Hesaidthatandwenttohiswife.Okaywhatwas

thatabout?WhywoulddadwanttoseeNolu?Mayi

shruggedandwewenttositwitheveryoneelse.

Emihlewokeupandshewashappytoseemy

parents.Sherantomyfather

Emi:Mkhulu!Didyoubringmysweets?



Dad:YesIdid.Yougrowbiggereachandeveryday.

Emi:Grandma,howareyou?

Mom:I'mgoodandyourself?

Emi:I'mhappytoseeyou.Nayecriedandaskedto

beexcused.Iwantedtofollowherbutmomstopped

me.

Mom:I'lltakecareofthis.Justbringabottleof

water.

ShewenttoherandIfeltreallysad.Maybeshe

missesherparentsandseeingmineherejustmade

herwishitwerehers.Itsheartbreakingtoseeher

likethisandIwishIhadawaytobringthembackto

life.

Me:Drinksomewater

Naye:Thankyou.

Shedrankthewaterandkissedmycheekthenwent

backtositwitheveryone.Iguessmomreallydid

handleitlikeshesaidshewould.Igotacallfrom

Bonga

Me:"B'man"



Bonga:"We'reallgoingovertoHQ.Comewiththe

Mrs"

Me:"We'reonourway."

IendedthecallandNayewaslookingatme

inquisitively.Shereallyhasbigeyes,buttheycute.I

thinkallherbodypartsjustgotbiggerduetothis

pregnancyandIlovehersexythighs

Me:It'stime.

Dad,Mayi,NayeandIheadedtoHQandeveryoneon

elsehadalreadyarrived.Zandywasmorethanready

togetherrevenge,shewasevenwearingallblack

leatherandshadeswithblacklipstickon.

Naye:Durbanweather?

Zandy:Gotthatright.

Noluwassittingonthefloorlookingtiredanddirty.

Therewasbloodaroundherandshedidn'thaveher

toesonherleftfeet.WhenwegotinNayejust

changedfromtheNayeweallknow.Shewas

ruthless,sheslappedherandkickedherandshe

wasjustbeatingherupendlessly.Igrabbedherand



shewascursing.Shehadtearsalloverandshewas

justloosingcontrol.

Me:CalmdownNaye

Nolu:Youcanbeatmeupandevenkillme,butthat

won'tbringbackyourparents.Theyaredead!

Ngamso:Andyou'llfollow.Shetookoutoneofher

fingersandshescreamedinpain

Zandy:Somedogswillhaveagreatmealtonight.

Kamo,whereshouldIstart?

Kamo:Takethefootfirst.

Nolu:No!Pleasestop!

Naye:Youdidn'tthinkofstoppingwhenyoukilled

myparents.TakeitZandy!

Zandy:OooohI'mlovingthis!Shechoppedofher

footwithasawandshewasjustlaughing.Honestly,

theyalljusthaveanothersidetothem.I'venever

seensuchbefore.Mphowaslookingatthemlike

shewasstudyingthem

Dad:GivemethesawZandile.



ShegaveittohimandmydadcutoffNolu'sother

foot.

Nolu:Youbastard!You'vealwaystreatedmelikea

dog.Iknewyouneverwantedme!Whydoyouthink

yourstupidwifemiscarriedthebratshewas

carrying?Idamnpoisonedher!

Dadthrewinapunchandhandedthesawoverto

me.Theygirlstookturnstorturingherandtakingout

herbodypartswhileshewaslooking.Wemadesure

wedon'tkillheryet.Thatshesuffersfromthepain

beforeshedies.Mayicamewithboilingwaterand

poureditalloverher.

Naye:Whydidyoudoit?

Nolu:Togetyououtofthepicture.Youaretheone

helovesandIwantedthattobeme.Didyou

honestlythinkI'dbehappywithmyhusbandbeing

marriedtoanotherwoman,awomanhelovesmore

thanme!IkilledyourparentssoIcouldstopthe

weddingandtakeawaywhatyoureallyreallyloved!I

wantedtohurtyouandIsucceeded!Knowwhy?

Becausethey'llneverbebackandyouwillalwaysbe



hurtandlongforthem.Youluckyyousurvivedbitch!

Iwasgoingtokillyouandhewasgoingtocome

backrunningtome.Thenyourlittlebratwouldbe

leftwithmeandI'dmakehersufferthankillher!But

no!Youalwaysgetyourway!You'refuckenhereand

alive!

Naye:AndI'mheretostay.Differencebetweenme

andyouisthatI'mnotadumbassbitchlikeyou.I'm

notheartlesslikeyouandIwon'tharmyourparents

becauseIknowhowitfeelstobewithoutthemandI

don'twishthatyoursiblingscouldgothroughthis

pain.Youright,youtookthemawayfromme.But

justphysically,they'llalwaysbeinmyheartandI

knowtheywatchingoverme.That'swhyI'mstill

alive!Andyou'llrotinhell.

Nolu:Wearen'tdifferent,we'reallgoingtohelland

youknowit.I'llgettherefirstandsaveyouseats.I

thinkyou'llneedtwoseatsyoufatass.

Naye:Andhelovesit.

Me:DamnrightIdo.

Naye:Youwerenevergoingtogethim,youjust



wastedyourtime.

Theywentbackatitandtorturedhermore.Shewas

screaminguntilshehadnostrengthandvoice.

Me:That'senoughgirls,we'lltakeitfromhere.

Zee:Butwenotdone?

Lyanda:Youare.

Me:Gotomyhouse.Freshenupandwe'llseeyouin

afewhours.

Naye:ButIsaidIwantedtokillher.

Me:Youwon'thaveanybloodinyourhandswhile

I'mstillalive.Thatgoesforallofyou.

Dad:Youheardwhathesaid.We'llseeyoulater.

#Naye

IenjoyedeachandeverysecondoftorturingNolu.

Shesaidthingsthatwould'vehurtmeifIhadn't

healedyetbutI'mmuchmorestrongernow.AndI

haveacceptedmyparentspassing.I'mmadatNkosi

butIalsodounderstandwhyheisprotectingme.I



understandhe'sdecisionandIshouldknowwhereI

standandobeyhisdecisionsbecauseattheendof

thedayitwillworkoutforallofus.Justknowing

thatshe'llbedeadmakesmefeelgood.Others

mightseemeasbeingcruelbutwhatshedidwas

beyond.Icouldn'tbeanicegirlaboutit,Ihadtobe

cruel.Itkindabroughtsomeclosureinmyheartand

alotofweightwastakenoffmyshoulders.Wegot

homeanditsmelleddevine.PheloandMaQwere

cooking.

Ntoko:I'mhungry.Pleasetellmethefoodisready

MaQ:Justafewmoreminutesyounglady.

Me:She'salsoeatingfortwo.

MaQ:Ohwow!Congratulationsmygirl.ThatZulu

boyislucky.

Ntoko:Thankyoumom.Hesureis.

Me:We'llgofreshenupandcomeeat.

Phelo:IsMayicomingback?

Bee:Yes,yourbaewillbeback.

Phelo:Heisn'tmybae,buthejustlefthiswallethere.



Zandy:Andyoustillhere?Dear,whenamanleaves

hiswalletbehindthat'shimsecretlytellingyoutogo

spendhismoney.

Siya:Andwheredidyouhearthat?

Sneh:IfeelsorryforMpho

Zandy:It'sallinZandy'sRuleBook.Youshouldget

sometipsandtricksfromit.You'llthankmelater.

Weallwenttofreshenupandatelunchatthe

garden.Ihaven'tbeenheresincethedaythatwas

supposedtobemywedding.Thekidswereplaying

attheplayingarea.Siya'squadshavereallygrown

andtheboysarereallyhardtotellapart,theyarejust

tooidenticalandthemoretheygrow,themorethey

looklikePhilasande.Iwonderhowmybabywilllook,

Ihopeshelookslikeme.

MaQ:Youknow,whenyouwanttogiveittohimreal

good,getontopofhim,makesureyoutiehishands

sohecan'ttouchyou.Ridehimroughandwhenhe's

abouttocum,leavehimhanging.Makehimbeg.

Sneh:What!Ma,Ineverexpectedtohearthisfrom



you

Zandy:I'malsoshocked.

MaQ:IknowyouyoungladiesthinkI'veabstained

anddon'tgetsomeanymore.WhydoyouthinkI

don'thavewrinklesandI'mnotaging?Iswallow

Siya:TMI!Mayou'vegottobekiddingme

Me:Iwasneverready!

MaQ:Goonyourkneesandsuckittillhedoesn't

knowhe'sname.DoyouthinkI'dabstainwhenI

havethathandsomeman?I'dnevergetenoughof

him

Kamo:Heisstillfreshforhisage.

Belinda:Yeahheyheisandhe'sveryscary

Zandy:Youcansaythatagain.

Wecontinuedandhadthe"SexTalk"withMa,Ican't

evenbelieveI'mhavingasextalkwithmymotherin-

law.Phelowasjuststillquietandlisteningtousas

wespeak.

Ngamso:Whyareyousosilent?Tellusaboutyour



dirtydeeds?

Sneh:Theinnocentonesarethewildest!

WelaughedandPhelokeptonplayingwithher

fingers.

Phelo:I'mstillavirgin

I'mshocked!Yesshe'smycousinbutIdidn'tknow

shewasstillavirgin.

Zandy:Dear,howoldareyou?

Phelo:23

Sneh:Andyou'restillavirgin?Wow,theLordiswith

you.I'mfeelingsoproudrightnow.

Siya:It'sreallysurprisingbecausewealldidn'teven

reachtheageof20asvirgins

MaQ:Iwas19,soIwasabitclose.

Kamo:NoMa,youwere19.Weallinthecategoryof

beingdisvirginedundertheageof20.

Wealllaughedandcontinuedtalking.Theguys

arrivedandtheywerewonderingaroundinthe

kitchen.



MaQ:They'llseewhattheydotofeedtheir

stomachs.Wewon'tbetakingpart,rightgirls?

Ntoko:YesMam,theygottwolegsandtwohands.

AfterawhiletheycametojoinusNkosicametosit

nexttome.Hecanbesoclingysometimes.He

lovesjusttouchingmystomachandrubbingit

endlessly.

King:Zandile.

Zandylookedlikeshewasabouttoshitonherself.

Zandy:MyKing...Imeangreatone....UhmKing.

Helaughedather

King:CallmeDad.Iunderstandyou'vewentthrough

toughtimesandI'msorryforwhatyouhadtogo

throughbecauseofNoluthando.Beingblamedfor

somethingyoudidn'tdoandyouendedupbeingin

jailforit.Myapologies

Zandy:It'sokaydad,Iknewwe'dfindthetrueculprit.

Iwould'vespenttherestofmylifeinjailifIhadto.

Justtoprovemyinnocence.

King:Nokukhanya



Me:Baba

King:Icannotimaginehowharditwastogothrough

whatyou'vewentthroughforthepastweek.You're

strongerthanIthoughtandyoushouldneverfeel

aloneandthatyoudon'thaveparents,meandmy

wifearehereforyouandthatgoesforyouandall

yoursiblings.

Me:Thankyoudad.

King:Nangamso,youhaveafamilynowandyou

havefriendsandamanthatlovesyou.Stopbeingso

protectiveofyourheartandallowhimtoloveyou.

Stopactingtobesostrongandallowyourselftobe

vulnerable,thatalsogoesforyouZandyandZee.I

haven'tknownyougirlsforalongtimebutthisshort

amountoftimehasallowedmetoseethrougheach

andeveryoneofyou.Sneh

Sneh:Father

King:Learntoforgivemychild.Itwillhelpyoumove

on.YouandZeeneverhadafatherfigurebutIam

here.Whenyouneedafather,Iamhere.AmI

makingmyselfclear?



Theynodded.Itwasactuallyanemotionalmoment

forallofus.Hetalkedtoallofusanditwasdeep.

King:Nowthesemenareheretoprotectyou,love

youandgiveyouagoodlifethatyoudeserve.The

struggleisovernowandyouneedtorestandenjoy

beingtakencareofandnothustling.Theyaremen

andthey'lldostupidthingsbutattheendoftheday,

theyloveyou.Nowtheyhaveonerequestandhear

themout.

Bonga:Weknowtheforcehasbeenapartofyour

lifeforalongtimenowbutyouhavetostop.

Mpho:Itstimeyouquittheforcenowandfocused

onotherthings.

Nkosi:Wehavechildren,you'remotherstoallofour

children.Wecan'thaveyourunningaroundwith

gunsandlivingyourlivesontheedgewhenever

there'samission.Weareheretoprotectyounow.

Lubah:Justdoitforus

Zandy:I'llquitbutaslongasIgettokeepmygun.

WelaughedandIdohonestlythinkitstime.We'll



missthatsideofourlivesbutwe'regrowingnow.

Mostofusaremothersnowandwhoknows,maybe

ayearfromnowwe'llallbemothers.Weallagreed

toitandtheywerehappy.

Danny:ThatwaseasierthanIthought.Idohave

somethingtoask.

Jabu:Thefloorisyours.

Danny'sfacewasturningpink.Andhewentdownon

hiskneeandtookoutaring

Danny:WillyoumarrymeZiyandaBhengu?Willyou

beMrsMcKenzie?

Zeestartedcryingandshenoddedwhilewewere

screaminganddancing.Theykissedandweallwere

lookingatthem.IheldNkosianditwasjusta

momentoflove.

Bee:Iguesswehavetwoweddingtoplan!!I'mso

excited!

Weallsatandhadalovelyafternoon.Itwasreally

filledwithloveandlaughter.Myfriendsaremy

familyandIwouldn'ttradethemforanything.Ijust



lovethem.

King:Youbetteraskforthatgirlonadate

Mayibongwe,Ididn'tmakeacowardson.

Withthatsaidhewinkedandleftussittingtherein

awe.I'msureMayibongweisjustwishingforaplace

tohiderightnow.
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Twomonthshavepassedalreadyafterthathectic

andheartbreakingmomentwehad.I'vebeeninand

outofthedoctorsofficeforcheckupsandI'mfine,

soismybaby.I'm6monthspregnantandonly

3moremonthstogo.Ntokozo'sstomachisalso

startingtoshow,she'llbegivingbirthnextyearin

March.Shestillhasalongwaytogo,I'vegainedso



muchweightanditsalljustmakingmeevenmore

lazy.I'vestoppedgoingtowork,becausemy

husbandsayssoandI'mtoobloatedtostandupall

dayanddeliverbabies.Nkosinathiwasbeen

travelingalotduetoworkandtodayheiscoming

backfromMozambique.Ihaven'tbeenstuckinthe

housealonewithEmihle.Pheloisstillaroundand

she'swaitingforherresultsandtoseeifshegets

thejobornot.SoIhavesomecompanywhenever

Emihleisatschool.Phelohasbeenreallygreathelp

becauseIcan'tgetoffthebedwithoutanyhelp.My

stomachisjusttoobigandthispregnancyis

differentfromwhenIwaspregnantwithEmihle.

Mayibongwedecidedtoshowupthismorningandit

wasgoodtoseehimagain.Heisnowdrivingmeto

thesalon,Ireallyneedtodomyhair.Heisstill

smokinghisweedandIdon'tthinkhe'lleverstop.

Yetyounevergettosmellweedwhenyou'rewith

him,heisneatandsmellsreallyreallygood.I'msure

heusesveryexpensiveCologne's.

Mayi:Sister,tellme.WhyisPhelosoquiet?She

makesitimpossibleformetoevenkeepthe



conversationbetweenus.Likethismorning,Itried

flirtingwithherbutshejustlookedatmeblanklyand

walkedaway.

Ilaughedathim,helookedsofrustrated.

Me:Itsjustthewaysheis,maybewhenshegets

usedtoyou,she'llbemorecomfortablewithyouand

she'lltalk.She'sreallytalkactive.

Mayi:Idon'tbelievethat.It'sreallyfrustrating

becausenogirlhaseverchallengedme.They

alwaysthrowthemselvesatme.

Me:Wellnotthistime.You'llhavetofigureitallout.I

suggestyoubuyherKinderJoy,she'llbehappy.

Mayi:Thatsmallthingwithchocolateballsinside?

Me:Yes.Shelovesit.Andit'sthelittlethingsaguy

doesthatmakeusnoticehim.

Mayi:I'lldojustthat.Ihopeshelikesit.

Me:Shewill.

HedroppedmeoffandIwentinside.Iwanttodo

blacklongartificialdreadlocks.Istartedwith

washingmyhairandthesalongossipwasgetting



heated.IlovecominghereandI'vebeentheir

customerforyears.Iwasgoingthroughmycontacts

whenIcameacrossNolu'snumberandIdeletedit.

Shewasburiedatherhomeandweattendedthe

funeral.Wemadeitlooklikeshewaskidnappedby

oneofherrivals,whowantedrevengebecauseshe

wonacasethatmadehimgetalifesentenceinjail

buthewasabletoescape.Theybelievedit,itwas

prettyconvincingsotheroyalfamilyhadnodoubts.

Theyweren'treallysadandIrememberedNolu

tellingmethatshereallydoesn'thaveaclose

relationshipwithherfamily.Thepressdidpublish

thestoryandwehadtofaketearsatapress

conference.IgotatextfromKamotellingmethe

dressfittingswillbeat13:00pm.Ntokozo'swedding

willtakeplacefirstfollowedbyZee'sonthenext

month.Thelobolahastakenplaceforbothofthem

andsodidthemembeso.Zeewillnothavea

traditionalweddingandNtokozowill.AfterIwas

doneMayicametofetchmeandhehadalready

boughttheKinderJoy.Wellletmesaythe

KinderJoys,heboughtabout20ofthemandIalso

tooktwo.



Mayi:DoyouthinkIwentover?

Me:Maybe,maybenot.Youjustneverknowwith

Phelo.

Mayi:Iwanttofinallyaskheroutonadate.ButIjust

don'tknowwheretotakeher.

Me:Goridemotorbikesanddoalittleromantic

picnic.

Mayi:Shelovesmotorbikes?Whatelsedoesshelike?

Me:Yepshedoes.Therestyou'llfindoutwhenyou

withher.HenoddedandIgotacallfromNkosinathi.

Me:Nkosi

Nkosi:Missme?I'mabouttolandandI'llbeoffto

thesuitfittingthenI'llbeallyours

Me:WellactuallyIdon'tmissyou.

Nkosi:Youwish.Justlastnightyouwerecrying

beggingmetocomebackhome.

Me:Itwasjustthehormones.I'malsoonmywayto

thedressfitting.

Nkosi:Nokukhanyaareyoudriving?



Me:NoI'mnot.Mayiisdrivingme.

Nkosi:Hedidn'ttellhe'shere.

Me:Maybehewantedtosurpriseorheforgot.He

hasalotonhismind

Nkosi:StilltryingtofigureouthowtoaskPheloona

date?

Me:Yep.He'sfrustrated

WelaughedandMayiwasirritated.Itsactuallyjust

sofunnytoseehimthisway.NkosiandIendedthe

call.

Me:Willseeyoulater.Youdon'thavetopickmeup.

Oneofthegirlswilldropmeoff.

Mayi:Okaybye.Wishmeluck.

Me:GoodluckMayibongwe.

Igotoutthecarandanothergirlaccidentally

bumpedintomeandcoffeewasspiltalloverour

clothes.

Girl:Ohmygod!Ohgod!I'msososorry.Iwasn't

lookingandI'mhesitating,thebosshasbeencalling



me,itsmyfirstday.NowIneedtogobackandget

coffee.MaybeI'llbefiredandhe'ssohardtoplease.

Mymindisjustallovertheplace.ImsosorryMam

ShespokesofastandIjustlookedatherblankly.

Me:Calmdown,it'snobigdeal.Justwatchwhere

yougoingnexttime.

Girl:YesIwill.Again,I'mreallysorry.

Me:Itsokay,I'llchange.

Shewalkedbackandsheturnedaroundagain.

Me:What?

Girl:Mam,Iknowyoudon'tknowmeandwejust

metandImessedupyourdressbutIdon'thave

moneytoreplacethecoffeeIjustspilt.Ionlyhave

5randstocatchataxiwhenIhavetogobackhome.

Shewasplayingwithherfingersandbitinghernails

whilesheexplained.Idon'tknowwhybutshelooks

sofamiliarandIjustcannotpinpointwhoshelooks

like.

Me:What'syourname?



Girl:Sbahle,SbahleGumede.

Idon'treallyknowmanyGumedepeople.It'sjust

somenurseatthehospitalandshedoesn'tlooklike

Sbahle.

Me:Takethis,you'llreplacethecoffeeandgetyou

home.Taxi'shereareR7.

Sbahle:Butthisistoomuchmam,Ican'ttakeR500

fromyou.Ievenmessedupyourdress.

Me:Itsokay.Ihavetogonow.

Sbahle:Thankyousomuchmam.Shehuggedme

andrushedoff.Shelookslikeshe's18or19.Belinda

cameandstoodnexttome.

Belinda:Whatwasthatabout?

Me:Somegirlspiltcoffeeonme.Ican'thelpbut

thinkIknowherfromsomewhereorshelookslike

someone.Ijustcan'tputmyfingeronit.Let'sget

inside

Shenoddedandwegotinside,wewerethelastto

arrive.EvenSiyahasarrived,that'sthefirst.She's

alwayslate.Wefittedthedressandtheylooked



goodonus.Zandywasspinningaroundandtwirling

aroundwithherdress.

Me:NOWAY!

Kamo:What?

Me:Huh?

Zee:Youjustscreamed"Noway"Iwouldsayyes

wayifIknewwhatyou'reonabout.

Me:Ohnothing,IjustrememberedIleftNkosi's

sneakersathome.Iwassupposedtotakethemto

TotalSports,smallsize.

Ngamso:Youcanstilldothatlatertodayor

tomorrow.

Me:Yeah,I'lldoittomorrow.

Nothiscan'tbe,theyreallydolookalike.Sbahle

lookslikeZandy.IknewshelookslikesomeoneI

know!Ijustdidn'tknowwho.Weweredonewiththe

dressfittingandLubahcametofetchBelinda,Igota

liftfromthem.WearegoingtothesamestreetsoI

hoppedin.HedroppedmeoffandIthankedthem.

Nkosiwasalreadywaitingformeoutside.



Nkosi:Whydidn'tyoutellmetocomepickyouup?

Me:Therewasnoneedbabe.Howareyou?

Nkosi:I'mgood,I'vejustmissedyouandmylittle

one's.

Me:Where'sEmihle?

Nkosi:Inthehousewatchingmovieswhileeatingall

thecandyMayigotforPhelo.

Me:Howdiditgo?

Nkosi:Hehasn'tevenasked.ButPhelowashappy.

WewalkedinthehouseandPhelowasrunningall

overscreaming,followedbyEmihle.

Nkosi:What'sgoingon!

HetookouthisgunandhiditwhenEmihlelooked

ourway.Whatisgoingonhere?Iwasevenstanding

behindNkosinathi.

Phelo:Ohsorrytofrightenyou.Nothingbadisgoing

on.

Emihle:AuntPhelojuststoodupandranalloverthe

housesoIfollowedher.



Phelo:Ijustgotcarriedawayandtooexcited.Igot

thejob!

Webothscreamedandhugged.Emihlejustenjoyed

thescreamingpart.

Nkosi:Congratulations,we'reproudofyou.

Phelo:Thankyou.

Me:Congratulationssis.Whendoyoustart?

Phelo:Nextweek,I'llbeworkingfromJohannesburg

though.

Mayi:Congratulations,weshouldgooutand

celebratetonight.

Nkosi:Ohyesthat'sagoodidea.

Mayiwidenedhiseyes.

Nkosi:Oh,Iseewe'renotinvited.

Phelo:I'dloveto.

Shesmiledandlookeddown.Mayilookedlikehe

hasjustwonthelottery.NkosiandIwentupstairsto

ourroom



Nkosi:Sohowwasyourday?Diditgowellatthe

dressfittingappointment?

Me:Yesitdidandmydaywasgood.

Nkosi:Youlookbeautiful,thathairstylesuitsyou.

Babe,weneedtotalk.

Me:Soundssoserious,what'sup?

Nkosi:I'vebeenthinking,aboutyou.Wellyou've

alwayswantedawhiteweddingandyouwerevery

excitedaboutushavingonebutthingshappened.

Doyouwantustodoitagain?

Me:No,Idon'twantanywhitewedding.Pluswe're

married,wedon'tneedawhiteweddingtoofficiate

ourmarriage.

Nkosi:Yousure?

Me:Yes,Iam.Ijustdon'twantanywhiteweddingor

evenawhitedressonme.

I'vealwayswantedtoburnorsellmydressesbutI

justhaven'tandIdon'tknowwhy.ButIdomakesure

theyaren'tanywherenearmysight.Ijustdon'twant

toseeawhiteweddinggown.



Nkosi:Youdoknowwehavetoattendtwowhite

weddings,ofwhichyou'reabridesmaidatboth.Will

youbeokay?

Me:YesI'llbefine.Idon'tthinkI'lleverwantawhite

weddingsoweshouldn'ttalkaboutitagain.

Nkosi:We'llbegoingtoLangelihleafterthe

weddings.

Me:Ohokay,itsbeenawhilesincewewentthere.

Nkosi:Yes,pluswe'llspendtheDecemberholidays

thereandyou'llgivebirthathome.

Me:Why?

Nkosi:Itsalwaysbeenthatway.Don'tworry,itwill

belikeyou'reinahospital.You'renotgoingtogive

birthonagrassmat.

Me:Ohgoodthen.Somethingstrangehappened

today?

Nkosi:Whatisit?

Heaskedashecametolaynexttomeonthebed.

Me:Someyounggirlbumpedintometodayandspilt



coffeeonme.

Nkosi:Idon'tseeanycoffeestainandhowisthat

strange?

Me:AllowmetofinishNkosinathi.Sowetalkedand

hernameisSbahleGumede.Shelookslikeshe's

18/19,shehadnomoneytoreplacethecoffeeand

moneytogohomeafterwork.Shejusthadafive

rand.SoIgavehermoney.Thestrangethingisthat

shelookssomuchlikeZandileanditsnot

somethingI'mimagininginmyhead.Shelookslike

Zandy

Nkosi:Oh,that'sstrange.

Me:Whatifshe'sZandile'srelativeorsomething?

Nkosi:Youmightbereadingtoomuchintoitbabe.

PlusZandiledoesn'tevenhaveanysiblings.Itsjust

herandhermom.

Me:ButitsreallystrangeNkosinathi.Theylooktoo

muchlikeeachother.

Nkosi:Peoplelookalikeouthere.Whoknows,

maybeyoualsohavesomeonewholookslikeyou



somewhereintheworld.

Me:Maybeyou'rerightandmaybeyou'rewrong.

Nkosi:I'lllookintoitandseewhatIfind.

Me:Thatwouldbegreat.Thanks.

Nkosi:Anythingforyoumylovelywife.

Hegotoffthebedandputonhisshoes

Me:Whereareyougoing?

Nkosi:Justgoingforajog.

Me:Idon'twantyoutogo.

Nkosi:Why?

Hehadasillysmileonhisface.

Me:Imissyou

Nkosi:I'llbeback.

Me:Nkosinathi.

Hereallyisn'tgoingtomakemebeg.Itsnotmyfault

thatIjustcraveforsex.Hegotmepregnantnowhe

shouldtakecareofit.



Nkosi:WhatdoyouwantNaye?

Me:Iwantyou

Nkosi:Whatexactlydoyouwantfromme?

Me:ReallyNkosinathi?

Nkosi:Younotgettingituntilyoutellmewhatisit

thatyouwant.

Me:IwantMrMkhize.

Nkosi:Takehim.

Ismiledandwentovertohim.Hetiptoedandputmy

armsaroundhisneck.Hepickedmeupandlaidme

onthebed.Withmebeingthisbig,Igetitfromthe

back.

Nkosi:Ilovehowbigyourthighshavebecome.You

shouldalwaysbepregnant

Me:You'recrazy,that'snevergoingtohappenagain.

Nkosi:We'llseeaboutthat.

Withthatsaid,hewasinsideofmepenetrating

gently.IreallymissedhimandIcouldn'tstop

moaning.



Me:Aaaah...Nkosinathi!!

Iheldontothebedspreadsheetandhepenetrated

deeperhittingalltherightcorners.JustwhenIwas

abouttobuildupandcum.Emihledecidedtodisturb.

Weheardherfootstepsandshewasrunninghere.

Emihle:Mommmy!Daddy!!!

Nkosi:Shit!!

Hequicklyfixedhimselfupandrushedtothe

bathroom.IsatupandEmihlebargedin.

Me:Mybaby.

Emihle:Where'sdaddy?

Me:Atthebathroom.

Emihle:Oh,Ijustcametocheckuponyou.Uncle

MayiandIaregoingforicecream.IthinkAuntPhelo

willbejoiningustoo.

Me:Ohkayhavefun.

Shekissedmeandleft.Iclosedthedoorandmade

sureIlocked.

Me:Phew!Thatwasclose



Nkosi:Tooclose,nowwherewasI?

Ismiledandwekissedandcontinuedfromwhere

weleftoff.
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Thepastweekhasbeenverybusy.We'vebeen

doingthefinalplanningofNtokozo'sweddingand

everythingiscomingtogether.Itwon'tbeabig

wedding,justfamilyandfriends.ItsjustlikeNtokozo,

shedoesn'tlikebigthingsandbeingthecenterof

attention.She'ssimplebutsophisticatedandthat's

howherweddingwillbe.I'mstilljustlayinginbed

whenJuniorandEmihleruninthebedroom.They

justloverunning,Juniorhasgrownsomuchandhe



lookslikePhila.Phila'sgenesarereallystrong

becausethequadsalsojustlooksomuchlikehim.

Junior:AuntyNaye,howareyou?

Me:I'mgoodandyourselfJunior?

Junior:I'mokay,wecametotellyouweareleaving

now.Dadhascometofetchus.

Iworemygownandwentdownstairswiththem.

Philawashelpinghimselfinthekitchen.

Me:Hello

Phila:Woah,whathappenedtoyourface?

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Phila:Uhmnothing,let'sgokids.

Me:Philasande!

Phila:Okayyourfaceisabitswollen.

Ilookedatmyselfatthemirrorandscreamed!

Me:Abitswollen!Itsbig!

Phila:You'llbefine.

Helaughedatmeandleftwiththekids.It'ssolonely



inthishouserightnow.PhelohasleftandImustsay,

Imisshersomuch.She'sreallydoinggoodatwork

andhasflownoutofthecountry.Mayiloveshow

she'sbasedinJohannesburgandhegetstoseeher

moreoften.Ihadbreakfastandafruitsalad

afterwardsthanwenttotakeashower.Iworea

babyblueshirtwithleggings.Myfacewaslooking

finenow,theyswellinghadwentdown.Itiedmy

dreadlocksintoamessybunandputonsome

lipstick.IwenttothekitchenandpackedNkosi's

lunchandthedrivertookmetohisworkplace.He

wasstillbusytalkingtosomeguyandIwenttohis

officeandwaitedforhimthere.Ileftmybagonthe

couchandmademyselfcomfortableonhischair.

HecameinwithhisPAandgavehersomepaper

work.Istillcan'tgetoverherbeauty,she'sreally

beautiful.

Nkosi:Mybeautifulwife

Me:Myhusband,Iseeyou'reverybusytoday.I

broughtyoulunch

Nkosi:Thankyousomuchbabe.There'ssomething

IwantyoutoseebeforeIgotomymeeting.Heheld



myhandandwewentouthisofficeanddownthe

passage.TherewasahugepictureofmewhenI

wasstandingbeingwelcomedtohishome.The

picturewastakenwhenIwasstanding,looking

confusedbecauseeveryonewaskneelingandat

thattimeIwasreallyconfusedastowhytheydid

that.It'saverybeautifulpicture.

Me:Wow,Iloveit.It'sreallybeautiful,whendidyou

putituphere?

Nkosi:Yesterday,itreallyhasaspecialplaceinmy

heart.Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo.DidyougetwhatIneeded?

HehandedoverapieceofpapertomeandIkissed

him.

Nkosi:IhaveameetingthatIneedtoattendnow

babe.

Me:WheredidIleavemybag?

Nkosi:Ithinkitsinmyoffice.

WewalkedbacktohisofficeandItookmybagthen

hewalkedmeouttothecar.



Nkosi:I'llseeyoulater

Me:Bye.

IgavemydrivertheaddresstoSbahle'sworkplace.I

needtoseeher,Istilldobelievethere'smoretothis

thanherjustlookinglikeZandy.IgotthereandI

wenttothereceptionist

Me:Morning,I'mlookingforsomeoneandIbelieve

sheworkshere.HernameisSbahleGumede

Her:OhsorryMrsMkhize,shedoesn'tworkhere

anymore.Shewasfiredabout2weeksago.

Idon'tgetsurprisedanymorewhenpeopleknow

whoIamandwhoI'mmarriedto.

Me:Uhmdoyouhaveanyideawhereshestays?I

reallyneedtoseeher.

Her:Pleasewaitaminute.Shewasgoneforabit

andcamebackwithapieceofpaperwhichgaveme

Sbahle'saddress.

Me:Thankyouverymuch

Her:I'mgladIcouldhelpMrsMkhize.



IleftthereandheadedtoMorningsidetothe

addressIwasgiven.Itreallylookedlikeadump,no

normalhumanbeingshouldbelivinghere.Iknocked

onthebrokendoorandsomeweirdboywholooked

reallyhighopenedthedoor

Me:Hi,I'mlookingforSbahleGumede.

Boy:Shedoesn'tstayhere.Shestaysthere

Hepointedataplacewhichhadcardboardsand

plasticsasshelterforstreetpeople.

Me:Shestaysthere?Areyousure?

Boy:Yesmam,that'swhereshestays.

Me:Thankyou.

Myheartjustsank.Shecan'tbestayingonthe

streets.Mydrivercamewithmeaswelooked

aroundandIkeptoncallinghername.Shecameout

ofablueplasticbagwhichwassupportedbysticks

tostandonshelookedasifshewassleeping.

Sbahle:Iknowyou

Me:Yesyoudo,SbahleI'vebeenlookingalloverfor

you.



Sbahle:MamI'msorry,Idon'thavemoneytopay

backyourR500andIjustlostmyjob.

Me:Ididn'tcomehereformymoney.Whydidn'tyou

tellmeyoustayonthestreets?

Sbahle:MamIdon'ttelleveryoneImeetthatIstay

onthestreets.

Me:StopcallingmeMam,callmeNaye.Come,take

yourthingsandlet'sgo.

Shetookabagandoneguyshouted

Guy:Youhaven'tpaidyourrentforaweek!

Me:Youpaytosleeponthestreets?

Sbahle:Yesandhewatchesovermesonoonehurts

me.

Itookoutmoneyandgavethisguy.Ireallycan't

believethis.WegotinsidethecarandItoldthe

drivertodrivetooneofmyapartments.

Me:Thebathroomisonyourleft,theseconddoor.

GofreshenupandI'llordersomefood.

Sbahle:ThankyousisNaye.



ItextedNkosi..."Ifoundher,shewasstayingonthe

streets"Aftersometime,thefoodwasdelivered

andshewasdonefresheningup.

Me:I'llgetyouclothesandyou'llbestayinghere.

Comeeat

Sbahle:Thankyou

Sheatelikeshehasn'teatenfordays.Iwonderwhy

sheendeduponthestreets

Me:Wantmore?

Sbahle:Yesplease,thismeatisdelicious.

Me:It'sNandos.

Sbahle:I'veneverhaditbefore.

Me:HowoldareyouSbahle?

Sbahle:17.

Me:Whatareyoudoingonthestreetsatsucha

youngage?

Sbahle:IwaskickedoutofthefosterhomeIstayed

at.Idon'tknowmyparentsbutthemotheratthe

hometoldmemyfatherleftmeatherdoorstep.



Me:Suchcruelty.Finishupsowecangogetyou

clothesandgroceries.There'ssomeoneIwantyou

tomeettomorrow.

Sbahle:SisNayeyoudon'tneedtodothisforme.

Me:Iwantto.Nowcome,let'sgo.

Wewenttopavilionandshetooktheclothesshe

likedandweboughttoiletriesandeverythingelse

sheneeded.WhilewewerebuyinggroceriesIgota

callfromNkosi

Nkosi:You'renothomeNokukhanya.

Me:BabeI'llbehomeinanhour.I'lltellyouallabout

itwhenIgethome.

Nkosi:OkayIloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Afterweweredone.Wewenttotheapartmentand

packedeverythingwebought.

Me:I'llleaveyouhereandseeyoutomorrowaround

11okay?There'severythingyouneedhereanda

telephonesoyoucancallmeifyouneedanything.



Sbahle:Thankyousomuchsisi

Wehuggedanditwasaround6pmwhenIgothome.

Me:I'mhome!!

Nkosi:Finally,I'vemissedyou.

Me:It'sbeenalonghecticday.Smellsgoodinhere

Nkosi:Thechefcookedyourfavoritemeal.Emihleis

sleepingoveratSiya's,shewashavingtoomuchfun

anddidn'twanttocomehome.

Me:Mybabygetsboredsometimes.

Nkosi:Shewon'tbeboredoncethebabyisborn.

Wesatdownandhadsupper.AfterthatItooka

showerandwesatonthebed.

Me:ShewasstayingonthestreetsNkosinathi,she's

just17.

Nkosi:Isawyourmessagebutcouldn'trespondtoit.

Whereisshenow?

Me:Oneoftheapartments,Iboughtsomeclothes

forherandgroceries.Shesaidshewaskickedout

ofherfosterhomeandherfatherleftheratthedoor



stepofherfosterparent.Ididn'tgetthefullstorybut

thegirlsandIwillgoseehertomorrow

Nkosi:WithZandy?Doessheknow?

Me:YeswithZandyandshedoesn'tknowyet.

Nkosi:Itsgoodthatshe'soffthestreets,wantafoot

massage?

Me:I'dlovethat,getmyfootlotionplease.Ithinkits

inmybag.

Hewenttomybagandhe'sexpressionchangedina

flash.Hewasangry.

Me:What'swrong?

Nkosi:WhatarethesedoinginyourbagNaye!!?Why

doyouhaveanopenedboxofcondomsinyourbag!!

Me:Wedon'tevenusecondomsNkosinathi.Idon't

know

Nkosi:Don'tmakemeafool!!Howdoyouexplain

these!?WherewereyouthisafternoonNaye?Don't

youdarelietome!

Me:There'snoneedforyoutoshoutAndbeangry



fornothingNkosinathi.Iamtellingyouthatidon't

knowhowthosegotthere.YouknowexactlythatI

waswithSbahleandmydriverknowsthattoo.

Nkosi:Don'tupsetmewoman!Areyoucheatingon

me!Whatisthis!Hewasstartingtoreallyscareme.

Hewassmashingthingsandhecameclosetome.

HewassomethingthatI'veneverseenbefore.

Me:Nkosinathi,pleasecalmdown!Iamnotcheating

onyou!WhywouldIevendothat!NkosinathiIlove

you

Nkosi:Don'ttellmethatlie!!!There'sevenaused

condominhere,suchfilth!Andyouhavethedamn

nervetobringinintoourhome!!!Areyouinsane

Naye!!Whoishe!

Me:Noone!Nkosinathicalmdown.

Iwasevencryingbutthatdidn'tstophim.Hecame

closetomeandhewaspantingandbreathing

heavily.I'veneverseenhimlikethis.

Nkosi:Whoishe?Youbettertellmethetruth!

Me:Youwantmetolie!Andsaythere'ssomeoneI'm



sleepingwith?WherewouldIevengetthetimeto

cheatonyou!WhywouldIevendothat,andruinour

marriage!I'mhurtanddisappointedthatyouthinkof

suchaboutme!

Hewasangry,walkingaroundthehouseand

throwingthingsonthefloor.Hetookthecouchand

threwitoutthewindow!Ineedtogethelp,Itookmy

phoneandhesnatcheditandthrewitonthefloor.

Nkosi:You'recallingyourmanhuh!You'recalling

him!!

Heraisedhishandandhewasabouttoslapmebut

itseemedasifhegotbacktohissensesandhe

stopped.

Me:Doit!!Dotit!!What'sstoppingyou!Fuckenbeat

meup!!Showmewhoyoureallyare!Beatmeup!!

Nkosi:ShutupNaye!Shutup!

Me:Orwhat!You'llbeatmeup!Justdoit!Beatme

up!

Iwasthrowingmylittlepunchesonhischestandit

didn'tevenseemlikehefeltit.Iwasjustwastingme



time.

Me:Youdamnaccusemeofcheatingonyou!You

don'ttrustme!Ihateyou!Ihateyou!AndmaybeI

shouldgetmyselfamanwhowilltrustmeandnot

thiscrazymaninfrontofme!Whothehellareyou

andwhathaveyoudonetoNkosinathi!!!

Nkosi:Whatdidyoujustsay!

Me:Youheardme!Youwantmetocheatonyou!

Thanthat'swhatyou'llfuckenget!Givemethose

damncondomsandI'llgousethem!!Andthenput

theminmybagsoyoucanseethem!!!Howstupidis

that!!!

HecarriedmeandIwasscreamingandbitinghim

onhisshoulders

Me:Don'ttouchme!Putmedown!Leaveealone!!

Leavemealoneyouwomanbeater!Areyougoingto

lockmeupandbeatmeup!Throwmeoutlikea

pieceofrubbish!You'llneverseeyourbabyagain

damnit!Putmedown!

Heputmedownandlookedintomyeyes.Ohlord,

whatdidIjustsay?HeupsetmeandIendedup



sayingthingsIshouldn'thavesadbuthealsosaid

thingsthathurtme.HimthinkingI'mcheatingon

himisjustheartbreaking!Helookedatmeonce

moreandlefttheroom.Ifollowedhimwhile

screamingathimandhelockedhimselfupatthe

gym.Hecanlockhimselfinthereforaslongashe

wantstoIdon'tcare!!IsatdownatthedoorandI

cried.Icouldheartheequipmentbreakingandbeing

crashedandhimscreaming.Hewasbangingthings.

Me:Nkosinathi!Nkosinathiopenthisdoor!!

Hewasn'tgoingtoopen,Idon'tthinkhe'llevenhear

me.ItookmyphoneandcalledBonga

Me:Comeherenow!

Bonga:I'llbetherein2minutes.

Beingonthesamestreetreallyhelps.Hecamein

andhe'seyeswerewideopen

Bonga:What'sgoingon?

HewasfollowedbyMphoandLyanda.Iwasstill

cryingandIpointedatthegymroomandtheyran

there.



Bonga:Nkosinathiopenthisdoor!

Mpho:Hewon'topen

LyandakickedthedoordownandNkosiwassitting

atthecornerwithhishandsbleedingandhedidn't

evenlookatus.

Me:Areyoustupid!!Lookathowyou'vehurtyourself!

Nkosi:Getheroutofhere!!

Me:I'mnotgoinganywhere!

Mpho:Come,youcan'tseehimlikethis.Goget

somerest,youneedit.Wewenttomyroombutit

wasalsoamess

Mpho:Shit,thisplaceismessedup.Whydidn'tyou

callearlier?

Me:Ithoughthe'dcalmdown.I'llsleepatthespare

room.

Mpho:Don'tworry,he'llbefine.Didhehurtyou?

Me:No,hedidn't.

HenoddedandIwenttooneofthesparerooms.I

laidonthebedandcried.Howcouldhedothis?



Howcouldhedothistous?Hedoesn'ttrustme,he

didn'tevenlistentome.Idon'tknowhowthose

condomsgotintomybagandIwouldn'tcheaton

him.I'dbeverystupidifIdid.I'mscaredofhim,I'm

scaredofthesideIsawtonight.Whathappensnext

timewhenhegetsangrylikethis,willhebeatmeup?

Hewassoclosetodoingit.Idon'tknowhimwhen

he'slikethisandIdon'tknowhowwe'llmoveon

fromthis.Isthisthedarksideofhimselfthathe

alwayssaidhehad?Willitbelikethisagain?I'm

gladEmihlewasn'tinthehousetoseeallthis.Who

areyouNkosinathi?WhodidImarry?

#NNBBF
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Iwokeupfeelingverytiredandhadamassive

headache.Myeyeswereswollenespeciallymyleft



eye,itcouldn'tevenopen.Ilookedaroundand

rememberedIfellasleepatthespareoomandI

guessNkosinathicameandtuckedmeinbecauseI

wasontopofthecoverswhenIfeelasleep.Idon't

evenknowhowI'llfacehimtoday,Idon'tthinkI'm

evenreadytoseehim.Hewasn'tinourroom,that's

better.ItookashowerandworehisKappaT-shirt

becauseminedoesn'tfitandblackleggings.Myeye

isstillnotopening!IguessI'llbeoneeyedallday

long.MystomachwasgrowlingandIquicklyputon

myshoesandwenttothekitchenonthefirstfloor.

I'mnotsureI'dhe'snothomeorhe'ssomewhere

aroundthismansionofhis.Ihadmuesliandgranola

barsforbreakfast.NkosinathicameinwhileIwas

eating,hehadwentforajogandhewasverysexyit

turnedmeon.Notemptations!!I'mstillangryathim.

HestoodbythedoorandlookedatmewhileIjust

continuedeatingandignoredhispresence.

Nkosi:Nokukhanya

Didhesaysomething?No,Idon'tthinkso.Ireally

didn'thearanything.Ijustignoredhimandwentto

fetchmybagandcarkeysatthelounge



Hehadbandagesonbothhishands.We'llseehow

hegoesonwithhisdaywhilehe'shandless.Serves

himright,hedidthistohimself.Ihopetheyarevery

painful.

Nkosi:Whereareyougoing?

Iignoredhimandfixedmyshoe

Nkosi:Nayewhereareyougoing?

Me:I'mgoingtoseemyman,we'llhavesexandI'll

putthecondomsinmybagsomyhusbandcansee

them.Doesthatansweryourquestion?

HelookedhurtandIdidn'tcare,that'swhatIwanted

todo.Tohurthimlikehehurtme.Hejust

overreactedandhisangerissuesmustbereally

addressedifthisishowhe'llcontinuebehaving.He'll

notonlybeadangertohimselfbuttousaswell.

Nkosi:Whathappenedtoyoureye?

Me:Thisiswhathappenstoyoureyewhenyoucry

allnightbecauseyourdamnhusbandisaccusing

youofcheatingonhom.Amazinghuh?Ilookedat

himandrolledmyeyes.Hereallydoesn'tknowthe



pissedsideoffme,I'msurehethoughtI'mnot

capableofbeingrudebuthejustupsetmeand

awakenedasideIdon'tlikeandI'msurehealso

doesn'tlikeit.HejuststaredatmeblanklyandIleft.

ThedriverdroppedmeoffatPhila's.We'reallgoing

totheapartmentwhereSbahleisstaying,theydon't

knowwhat'sgoingonandI'lltellthemontheway

there.WhenIgotin,EmihleandJuniorrantome

followedbythelittlequads.

Me:Hellomybabies!You'rehavingicecreamso

earlyinthemorning

Junior:Wepackedourshoessowegeticecreamas

areward.

Emihle:Canwedosomethingelseforyousowecan

getmoreicecream?

Me:Ithinkthisicecreamisenoughfornow.

Mpande:PhateAunty(Carrymeaunty)

Hehasaboldervoicethantheotherboys.Icarried

himandNgceboalsocriedwantingtobecarried.Oh

god,Idon'tknowhowSiyadealswithallthese

babiesatonce.Ithinkisjusthaveananxietyattack.



Icarriedthembothandputthemonthesofa.Siya

cameandweleft,goingtopickuptheothers.

Belinda:Whathappenedtoyoureye!

Me:Iwokeuplikethis.MaybeitsbecauseIcrieda

lotlastnight

Siya:Whathappened?

Me:Nkosihappened.Hefoundaboxofcondomsin

mybagandfiguredoutthatIwascheatingonhim

andhewentcrazy.Isleptatthespareroomand

criedmyselftosleep

Zee:That'shectic.I'msurehewasveryangry,what

wereyoudoingwithaboxofcondoms?

Me:Idon'tevenknowhowtheygotthere.

Ngamso:That'sstrange

Siya:WhereamIdrivingto?

Me:MyapartmentinGlenwood.

Kamo:Arewehavingasecretparty?

Me:No.There'ssomeoneIwantyoutome.Don't

freakoutwhenyouseeher.



Bee:Don'ttellmeNoluwokeupfromthedead!

Wealllookedather,she'sbeingreallystupid.

Bee:What?I'mjustsaying.Don'tswallowme.

Ntoko:Youcanbereallystupidsometimes.And

wherethehellisNceba?Ihaven'tseenherinages

Siya:Varsitylifegother.

WegotthereandIstoodbythedoorbeforeI

knocked.

Me:Irepeat,DON'TFREAKOUT!

Kamo:Yesmam.

IknockedandSbahleopenedthedoor

Siya&Sneh:Zandile!!!!

Me:Ididsaydon'tfreakout,you'rescaringthechild.

SbahleandZandiledidn'tspeakorevenmove.They

stareddeeplyintoeachotherseyes.Iguesstheysee

theresemblancebetweenthem.Zandylookedat

Sbahleindisbelief

Zandy:Whoisthisandwhydoesshelooklikeme?



Me:Let'scomeinsowecantalk.

Wegotinandweallsatbythelounge.

Me:Soguys,thisisSbahle.Belinda,rememberwhen

IbumpedintoayounggirlandIsaidIjustcan't

figureoutwhoshelookslike.Wellthisisher.

Belinda:ShereallydoeslooklikeZandy.

Zandy:What'syoursurname?

Sbahle:Gumede.

Me:SoyesterdayIwentlookingforherandIfound

herlivingonthestreetssoItookherinandgother

thingssheneeds.Reasonbeing,Zandyyoucanalso

tellthatshelookslikeyou.Itsnotjustalittle

resemblancebutitsalmostidentical.Therehasto

bemoretothis.

Zandy:No,itcan'tbe.I'mtheonlychildandIdon't

evenknowmyfather.Webothdon'tlooklikemy

mom,shealwayssaysIlooklikemydadthough

Zee:Youguysmighthavethesamefather.

Zandy:Itcan'tbe



Sneh:Sbahle,whoisyourfather?

Sbahle:Sisi,Idon'tknowwhomyfatheris.Heleft

meatadoorstepwhenIwasjustababy.

Ntoko:That'scruel,wheredidyougrowup?

Sbahle:Inafosterhome,itwasalmostlikeasmall

orphanage.ItwashardgrowingupandIstopped

schoolingrade10,thesecondterm.Iwaskicked

outofthehomewithothertwogirlsandweallwent

separateways.That'swhenIstartedlivingonthe

streets.

Siya:Howoldwereyou?

Sbahle:16I'vebeenonthestreetsforayearnow.I

don'tknowbothmyparents,beingatschoolwas

reallyhardbecausethereweretimeswherewewere

kickedoutbecausewecouldn'tpayourschoolfees.

Thehomewestayedinwasjustafourbedroom

houseanditwasabout10ofus.Itwascrowdedbut

weappreciatedtheshelterwehadandwewentto

bedwithfood,butthatendedwhenMaKhanyie

passedaway.Theunclewestayedwithtreatedus

badlyandwouldtouchusinappropriately.Hewanted



tosleepwithusgirlsbutwerefused.That'swhenwe

werekickedout.That'swheremylifestartedasa

streetkid.

ZandyandBelindawerealreadycrying.

Ngamso:Iunderstandyoursituation,itswhereI

comefromtoo.Livinginthestreetmakesyoubraver

andyoulearnalot.Youstealsoyoucanhave

somethingtoeat,evenifitsjustonceaweek.That

lifeisonehorriblelife.Noonehurtyou?

Sbahle:No.

Me:Soguys,Iwasthinkingthatyoushouldspend

sometimetogetherandhaveaDNAtest.

Sbahle:Idon'tthinkwe'rerelated

Me:It'sworthatry

Sbahle:Whatifwenot?WillIhavetogobacktothe

streets?Willyoukickmeout?

Me:Ohno,nothat'snevergoingtohappenSbahle.

Zee:We'rehereforyou.We'lltakecareofyouandI

hopeyoureadycauseyou'llbegoingbacktoschool.

Yourholidaysareover.



Shecriedandweallhadagrouphug.Wesaidour

goodbyesandleftherwithZandy.WhatwillIdonow?

Idon'twanttogohome.Icalledmydrivertofetch

meandEmihlesowecangoshopping.After30mins

wewereatthemallalreadyandstartedour

shopping.

Emihle:Mom,whenwillwegohome?Imissdad

now

Me:Youdon'twanttocontinuewithourshopping?

Wejuststartedbabygirl

Emi:Iwannagohomemommy.

IfonlysheknewIdon'tevenwanttogohome.Butif

shewantstogohome,thansobeit.Ipaidforthe

clothesandwewenthome.Nkosiwaslayingonthe

couchwatchingTV

Emi:Daddy!Whathappenedtoyourhands?I've

missedyousomuch

Daddy:IjusthurtmyhandsbutI'llbefine.I've

missedyoutoo,comesitnexttome.

Itwasactuallysadtoseehimthatway,I'mangryat



himbutI'mfeelingsorryforhim.Idon'tknowwhyI

lovehimsomuch,Ican'tstandseeinghiminpain.

Me:Didyoueat?

Nkosi:No

Iwenttothekitchenandcooked.He'lljusthaveto

waitbecauseIknowhehateseatingasandwich

whenheisreallyhungry.AfterIwasdoneIdished

upforhim.Iputthetraynexttohimandhelooked

atme.Whatdoeshewantnow?

Nkosi:Ican'tusemyhands.

Me:You'dstillbeabletousethemifyouhad

controlledyourtemper.You'llfigureoutwhattodo.

Igotupandcleanedthekitchen.WhenIcameback

EmihlewasfeedingNkosinathi.Shewasalsojust

makingamessbuthelpinghim.Idon'tknowwhy

butitjustmademecry,itwastoosadtowatch.I

wenttositnexttothem.

Me:Letmehelp,gogetthebroomanddustpan

Emihle.

ShenoddedandwenttothekitchenwhileIfed



Nkosinathi.Thetearsjustcouldn'tstopflowing.

Nkosi:Don'tcryNaye.Ididthistomyself,Idon't

evendeserveyourhelp.

Iignoredhimandcontinuedfeedinghim.Oncewe

weredoneIgavehimaglassofwaterandpainkillers.

IsweptandEmihlewenttoherroom.

Nkosi:Thankyou

Me:Doyouhavesomethingtorubthemwith?

Nkosi:Yes.Athigaveittomeyesterday,it'sonthe

topshelfatthekitchen.

Iwenttotakeitandrubbedhishands

Me:Isitsore?

Nkosi:Itstingsbutnotsore.Don'tputbackthe

bandagesplease

Me:Okay,IwishIcouldjusthurtyou.I'mveryupset

withyouNkosinathi.Insteadofsittingdownand

talkingtomelikeadultsandfindingouthowthose

condomsgotintomybag,youjustallowyouranger

tocontrolyouandyougocrazy!I'mreally

disappointedinyou.ForyoutoeventhinkIcheated



onyou,thatjustreallyhurtsanditshowshowmuch

youdon'ttrustme.Remember,amarriagenever

workswithouttrust.

Nkosi:Naye,I'msorryIdon't....

Icuthimoff.Ireallydon'twanttohearhislame

excuses

Me:Ssssh,Idon'twanttohearitNkosinathi.Idon't

wanttohearyourstupidapologyandhowyoudon't

knowwhatcameoveryou.Youknowexactlywhat

cameoveryou,youalmosthitme!

HetriedtocomeclosetomebutIquicklybacked

away

Me:Don'ttouchme!!

Nkosi:NayeIwasn'tgoingtohurtyou!

Me:Justdon'ttouchme,please.

#Nkosi

Ihatemyself,IhatewhatIdidlastnightandIhate

howthingsarebetweenmeandNaye.Ihatehow



weakmyhandsareandIcan'tusethemproperly!!I

hatehowIjustjumpedtoconclusionsandallowed

myangertojustcontrolme.Ididn'tevenlistento

herexplain,Ijustconcludedthatshewaslayingand

cheatingonme.Ifeltupsetandbetrayed,everything

wasjustfallingintopiecesandIwascrashingthings

down.MymindcamebackwhenIalmosthither!

DamnIcan'tevenerasethatmomentfrommy

thoughts.She'llneverforgivemeforthat,she'llnever

forgetthat.Yesterdayshesawasidetomethat

she'sneverseenandIhadhopedthatshewould

neverseeitbutshedid,ithappenedandshesawit.I

hatemyselfforwhatIputherthrough.IjustwishI

could'vedonethingsdifferentlybutit'stoolatenow.

AllIhavetodoismakethingsright.She'ssoangry

anddisappointedatme,Icanseeitallinhereyes.

WhenItriedtocomenearhershebackedaway.She

wasfrightened,youcouldseeinhereyesthatshe

wasscaredofme.I'veneverbeensobrokeninmy

life.Thefearinhereyesmademerealizehowmuch

ofamonsterIamandhowIdon'tdeserveher.Will

sheeverbecomfortablewithmetouchingherever

again,willweevergothroughthis?I'vereally



messedup.I'veneverseenherupset,shenevergets

upsetbutI'vemadeherbecomewhosheisn'tand

I'veawakenedtheangerinsideofherandsheisrude

tomeandcoldtomebutIreallydeserveit.Ihad

everythingclearedoutandreplacedtoday.They

fixesthewindowinourroomandgotnew

equipmentforthegymandotherthingsarestillon

itsway.I'vemessedupandruniedourmarriageand

nowIhavetofixit.I'lldowhateverittakesandI

cannotlooseher.IcanneverlooseNayeandEmihle,

withoutthemIhavenolifeatall.Ihavenothingto

lookforwardtoeachandeverydayandIhaveno

reasontogetupandgotowork.Theyaremylife,

myfamilyandmyheart.Nayeisatthespareroom

andI'mwithEmihleinherroom.I'msureshenotices

thatthere'ssomethingwrongbetweenherparents.

Wewerewatchingamovie.Butsheendedupfalling

asleep.IcoveredherupandwenttoNaye.Shehad

justtookashowerandshejustignoredmelikeI'm

notthere.ThisisharderthanIthought,IthoughtI'd

comeinhereandtalktoherbutrightnowIdon't

evenknowwheretostart.Aftershewasdone

dressingupshewasonherwayoutoftheroom.



Me:Nokukhanya,please.Canwejustsitdownand

talk.

Naye:Youshould'vethoughtaboutthatbeforeyou

justdecidedtobeHulk.Bytheway,Ineedanew

phone.Iwon'thaveaphonewithatrampstamp.

Withthatsaidshejustleftandbangedthedoor.This

willreallybeharderthanIthought!I'mbeyondbeing

frustratedrightnow.
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Today,todayI'monamission.Amissiontofindout

howthosecondomsgotintomybagbecauseclearly

Nkosinathiisn'tdoingsomething.Maybehe'sstill

handless.WhenIwokeuphewasstillsleeping

peacefully,weonthesamebedbutjustsleeping

differentdirections.Imustsay,itsreallycold.Imiss



beinginhisarmsbutIamstillangryathim.Itooka

bathandworealongyellowdresswithblackearings

andIputsomemakeupon.Woremysandalsand

wentdownforbreakfast.WhileIwaseating

Nkosinathicameanddishedupforhimself.Iguess

he'shandsarefine.

Nkosi:Morning

Me:Morningtoyoutoo.

IwenttocheckonEmihleandshewasalmostready.

Icombedherlonghairandtieditintoabun.She

mustdosomethingwithitnow.Combingitisa

challenge.Weallhadbreakfasttogetherandsheleft

withNkosinathi.Igavemydriveradayofftodayand

I'llbedrivingmyself,thoughmyhusbanddoesn't

evenknowaboutthat.We'llcrossthatbridgewhen

wegetthere.Iwenttothegarageandlookedaround.

Whyisthereatazzhere?HowcomeI'veneverseen

it?I'mdrivingtheMiniCoopertoday.Afterafew

minutesIwasonmywaytohisoffice.Shit!Heis

followingme!Damn,whydidn'tIhireacar?He

wouldn'thavenoticed.Iparkedathisparkingarea

andheparkedrightbehindme.Gotoutofmycar,



tookmybagandputmyshadeson.Iignoredhim

andhewasfollowingrightbehindme.His

employeesweregreetingandwebothdidn'trespond.

I'mnotheretoplaynicetoday.Iwenttothe

receptionistandNkosinathiwasstillfollowingme!

Her:MorningMam,howareyoutoday?

Me:IwantthecamerafootagesofMrMkhize's

officeforthepastweek.

Her:I'msorrymamIcan'tdothatwithoutMr

Mkhize'spermission

Me:Listenhereyounglady.Youwill...

Nkosi:Justdoasshesays.Bringittomyoffice

Me:Thankyou.

IstormedofftoNkosi'sofficeandsatonthecouch.

Nkosi:Whydidyoudriveyourselfhere?

Me:Ihavethingstotakecareoff.

Nkosi:Yourdrivercould'vedroveyouhere!

Me:Igavehimadayoff.Anddon'tyoudareshout

outatme,I'mnotyourchild.



Nkosi:Naye,thishasbeengoingonfortoolong.I'm

reallysorry

Me:Wecan'tbetalkingaboutourprivateissueshere.

Therearecamerasandyoudon'twanttomakethe

papertomorrowmorning.

Nkosi:Ishutthemdownwhenwegotin.

Me:Still.Idon'twanttotalkaboutit

Nkosi:Whenwillwetalk?Whenwillwetalkabout

thisNaye?

Me:Nkosinathiyouhadachoicethatnight!You

could'vesatdownandwetalkedbutno!Youdecided

tobeamonster!YoudecidedtobesomeoneIdon't

know!SomeonewhoscaresmeandI'mafraidit's

someonewho'llhurtmeoneday!!DoyouthinkIlike

this?DoyouthinkIlikewhat'sgoingonbetweenus?

YouhurtmeNkosinathi!Youshowedhowmuchyou

don'ttrustme.

Nkosi:I'msorryNaye,Igotoutofcontrol.Ishould've

listenedtoyou.Ishouldn'thaveactedthatwayand

I'msorry.YouknowI'dneverhurtyouintentionally,

I'dneverdothat.Ijustletangergettome.Itrustyou



Nokukhanya.IregretwhatIdidthatnightandmost

ofall,IhatehowIalmosthityou.Ithinkaboutthat

momenteverytimeandI'mdisgustedbymyactions.

Please,pleaseforgiveme.

Me:I'veforgivenyoubutIhaven'tforgotten.

Thereceptionistcameinandwebothsatdownand

watchedthefootage.ThedayIwashere,Ileftmy

bagonthecouchandwenttoseethepictureNkosi

showedme.Icouldn'tbelievemyeyeswhenwesaw

whoputthecondomsinmybag.Whywouldhedo

that?Howdidhegetinhere.

Nkosi:I'mgoingtofindthatbastardandkillhim.

Me:WhatisitexactlythatStevenShabanguwants

fromyou?

Nkosi:Idon'tknowNaye,Ireallydon'tknow.

Me:Whywouldhedothis?

Nkosi:I'llfindout.

Me:Okay.I'mgoingtoZandy's

Nkosi:I'lldropyouoff.Youwon'tdriveNokhanya



Me:YesPrinceNkosinathi.

Helaughedatmeandwelefthisoffice.Thewas

justawkwardsilenceandIjustcouldn'twaittogetto

Zandy's.

Nkosi:Whattimewillyoubebackhome?

Me:What'sthetimenow?

Nkosi:10

Me:I'llbebackby2or3.

Nkosi:Iloveyou

Ismiledandgotoutthecar.Ididwanttorespond

butIjustwantedhimtostillsuffermore.Iknowthis

willmakehimfeelbadandpanic.Iknockedand

Babalwaopenedthedoor,theyareallherealready,

includingSiya

Me:Idon'tlikewhat'shappening,whyamIalways

late??Siyastopbeingearlyplease

Siya:Itsgoodthatsomeoneelsegetslatenowdays.

YouguysalwayswantedtokillmebecauseI'm

alwayslate



Sneh:Justlikewe'llkillNaye.

Welaughedandhadsomecakewithwine,Iwas

drinkingjuicethough.

Zandy:I'mscared.Mphokeepstellingmethere's

nothingtoworryaboutbutI'mveryworried.

Me:Youdon'thavetobescared.Plustheresults

won'tchangeanything,we'llstillprovideforher.

Zandy:Iguesssohey.Let'sgofetchher.

Wepickedherupandwenttothehospital.We'llget

theresultsthesameday,thosearetheperksof

workingatahospital.Wewereatthewaitingroom

whileZandyandSbahleweretakingtheirtests.Igot

acallfrommyhusband

Me:Babawekhayalam(Fatherofmyhousehold)

Nkosi:Mamawenganezam(Motherofmychildren)

Imissyou,Ireallymissyou.

Hesoundedsosincere,ithadsomuchemotionand

hemeantit.Hemademefeelsomethingrightdeep

insidemyheart.ItmademerealizethatIalsomiss

him,I'mnotcompleteandonlyhecanfillthespace



insidemyheart.Myheartcrieslikeachildbecause

we'vebeenapart,itlongsforhimandonlyhim.I

sighed

Me:ImissyoutooMkhize

Nkosi:We'lltalkwhenwetogetherright?

Me:Yeswewillbabe.

Nkosi:I'vemissedhowyoucallmebabe,I'venever

likeditbeforebutIloveitwhenyousayit.

Me:I'mgladyoulikeit.Whydoesitsoundnoisy

there?

Nkosi:I'mnotathome,we'reatMphohavingbeef

tripewithchilliesandsomebeers.

Me:Whomadethetrip?

Nkosi:Wehaveachefamongstussowenever

suffer.

Me:(Laughs)Wellyoushouldleavesomeforme

andyourbaby.

Nkosi:Trustme,theresmorethanenough.Youmust

alldrivehereafteryouleavethehospital.Comewith



steambreadordumplings

Me:Okay,howdidyouknowwe'reatthehospital

becauseIdidn'ttellyou?

Nkosi:Byebabe,Iloveyou

Heendedthecall,justlikethat!Iwon'tletthisgo.I'll

definatelyaskhimwhenIseehim.

Me:Girlswe'reofftoMpho'safterwe'redonehere.

Wemustbuysomesteamedbreadanddumplings

onourway,remindme.

Belinda:Whatfor?Yourcravings?

Me:No,theyarehavingtripewithchilliessowe

mustcomewithit.

Kamo:I'malreadywishingforit.Thabocooksthe

besttripe.

Me:You'reluckycauseitsmadebyhim.

Kamo:I'mhungryalready

Ngamso:You'reveryluckytohaveamanthatcan

cookandcooksforyou.

Kamo:Isometimesspendmonthswithoutcooking.



Heloveswhathedoes,hecandoitalldaywhileI

justlazearound.

Me:You'rereallylucky.Nkosinathican'tevenfryan

egg.

Sneh:Youlie!!Athihascookedforme,itwasn'tthat

badshame.

Ntoko:Lyandasayshecanbuthe'snevercooked.

Belinda:Idon'tevenknowifhecancookornot

Siya:Yeytalkaboutmenandcooking.WhenIwasin

grade8itwasaroundAprilorMay.PhilaandI's

relationshipwasstillfresh.Somebeingcrazily

inlove,Icouldn'tthinkstraight.Sotherewerethree

buckets,onehadMealiemeal,riceandflour,they

wereinthatorderfromtoptobottom.SoIgethome

andI'mchattingwithPhilaandmyheadisallover

theplace.Iput2cupsofwhatIthoughtwasmaize

mealinboilingandclosethepot.Heh!AndthenI

hearmomshoutingatthekitchen.Iranthereandit

wasahotmess!Insteadofputtingmaizemeal,Iput

flour!

Bee:Thewaymombeatherupwithawettowel!It



washilarious!

Wealllaughedathersohard.Shereallydidahuge

mess.SbahleandZandywalkedinafterawhileand

Zandy'sfacewasred.Itgetslikethiswhenshe's

nervous

Zee:And?

Sbahle:Wehaven'topenedtheresults.SisNaye

pleaseopenit.

Me:Me?Areyousure?

TheybothnodandIopenuptheenvelope.Itread

thattheirbloodmatched99.9%.Theyare99.9%

sisters!

Me:Let'sgocelebrate!!!Youguysaresisters!Iknew

thatitisn'tjustresemblance!

Zandyjustsatonthefloorandcried.Itsthefirst

timeweallseeZandycrylikethat.Wecallsatdown

withherandwehadagrouphug.

Sbahle:Don'tcrysisZandy.I'mgladIhavefamily

now.

Zandy:Don'tcallmesisZandy,youmakingmefeel



old.Sbahle,you'removinginwithmeandyou'llnever

eversuffereveragaininyourlife.Iloveyou

Sbahle:Iloveyoutoosis.

Zee:Thisissosweet.Sneh,comekissyourolder

sister.

Sneh:ArghZiyanda! Iwon'tkissDanny'slips.I

don'twanthislipsonmine.

Zee:Youaresonotalittlesister

Bee:Justlikethathotheadedone.Sheforgetsshe's

youngerthanme.Guys,I'mreallygettingold.I'm

turningdamn31!Whatthehell!

Ngamso:You'reaGogo

Sneh:Andyou'rejust23babygirl

Ngamso:Sneh,I'mturning24inNovember.SoI'm

24

Wealllaughedandwenttothecar.

Me:PassbySparplease.

WestoppedatSparandgotthesteamedbreadand

dumplings.WewereofftoMpho's.Afterawhilewe



gotthereandhewasthefirsttoopen.He'seyes

roamedaroundandfinallysawZandy,therewasa

hugesmileonhisfacebutitquicklyturnedintoa

frown

Mpho:Zandile!Zandile,whathappened?Whywere

youcrying?Didanyonehurtyou?Whathappened?

Zandyareyouokay?Comehere.Willsomeone

explainwhatsgoingonbeforeIloosemymind!

Zandile!

Wealljuststoodthereandlistenedtohimashe

spokesoloudandfast.Idon'tknowifhewasangry

orworriedorbothbuthe'sexpressionwasjustfunny.

Ilaughedandtheotherslaughedtoo.

Sneh:Younotevengivingusachancetospeak.

Zandy:Babe,I'mfine.Nothing'swrongwithmeand

noonehitme.Shewenttohimandtheyhugged.Did

Ihearthatright?

Belinda:Babe??

Mpho:Thisismybaby,mysugarbunny,theappleof

myeye.She'stheonethatcanchangemymood

fromhappytosadtoworriedtoconfusedandhappy



againinjustafewminutes.She'stheoneIlove.

Ncooooh!Weallsaid.Mphohasalwaysbeengood

withhe'swords.Philaandhimareverypoeticand

persuasive.

Danny:Areyouevergoingtocomein?

We'veevenforgottenthatwe'restillstandingbythe

door.Sbahleisshyandlookingdown.Sheseatson

thefloorwhilewesitonthecouches

Nkosi:Sbahlewhyareyousittingonthefloor?Siton

thecouch.

Shelooksshocked,I'msureshe'ssurprised

Nkosinathiknowshername.Theyallknowabouther.

Sbahle:Sorry,weneversatonthecouchwhereI

usedtostay.

Athi:That'snonsense.Wellfeelfreetositwherever

youwantanddowhateveryouwantwhenyou're

hereorinanyofyourhouses.We'reyou'reuncles

now

Lubah:Wheneveryouneedanything,justtellus.

Sbahle:Thankyou.



ThabocamewithabigpotfollowedbyLyandawith

anotherone.Theywerebothfulloftripe!!

Bee:What!Whatareyoudoingwithsomuchtripe?

Thabo:Ithoughttripewasonthemenuforsome

eventIcookedfor.Butitwasn'tsoIendedupwith4

bigpots.Igave2totheguyswhowerehelpingme.

Heopenedthepotsandassoonastheywere

openedNtokorantothebathroom.Lyandafollowed

herlookingveryworried.

Athi:Thisisahardlife.

Siya:Itsureis.Youguysdidn'teveneatthis.

Mpho:Wewerewaitingforthedumplings.

Ngamaoslicedthesteamedbreadandwealldugg

in.Ntokowashavingagreensalad.Weatetillwe

werefullbutthatwasjusthalfwaythroughthefirst

pot.Wewashedourhandsandclearedup.Sbahle

wantedtowashthedishesbutItoldhertousea

dishwasher.

Sbahle:Pleaseshowmehowtouseit?

Me:Okay.



Ishowedherandwesatwiththeothersagain.

Zandydoesn'ttakehereyesofSbahle,shelooksat

herallthetimeandwatcheshereverymove.

Nkosi:Naye,comehere

Iwenttohimandhetoldmstositonhim.

Me:I'mheavy

Nkosi:You'renevertooheavyforme.

IsatonhimandhemademelayonhischestlikeI'm

ababy.

Athi:Youhaveabouncer!

Zandy:ShehasHulk!

Wealllaughedandhekeptonrubbingmybellyand

kissedmyforehead.

Nkosi:I'msorry,I'msorryforallthepainI'vecaused

you

Me:Itsokay,let'sjustgetpassthis.AndSteven?

Nkosi:I'vedealtwithhim.

I'drathernotevenaskwhatthatissupposedto



mean.AllIknowisthathe'llneverbebotheringus

everagain.

Nkosi:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo,wannagohome?

Nkosi:Wecangoifyouwantto

Me:Ihaveasurpriseforyou

Nkosi:Ohyeah?We'releavingnow.Hecarriedme

andwelaughed.

Mpho:Whereyougoing?

Nkosi:We'regoinghome!!

Athi:Don'tmakeanotherbaby!

Thisguy! IkissedNkosiandheputmeinthecar.

We'regoinghome
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It'saweddingday!!Thedaywe'vebeenlooking

forwardtoandplanninghasfinallycome.We'reall

verymuchexcitedyetourbrideissonervousand

she'sbeencryingallmorning.Itsamixof

nervousnessandhormonesinmyopinion.These

ladiesheredecidedtogetsodrunklastnightonly

Sbahle,NtokozoandIweresober,wehadnoalcohol

inoursystem.ItwasNtokozo'sbacheloretteparty

anditwasjustsomuchfun.Nkosinathikepton

callingevery30mins,weendedupswtichingoffmy

phoneandIhaven'tswitchediton.Whereverheis,

hemightbemadatme.IreallymisshimbutI'llsee

himinlessthan30mins,we'reonthewaytothe

venueandwealllookstunning.Herthemecolors

aredustypinkandwhite.Theguysarewearinggrey

suitsthough,wewereskepticalaboutitatfirstbutit

alllooksgreat.

Ntokozo:Doyouthinkheissureaboutmarryingme?

Idon'twanttogetthereandfindoutheranaway.



Sbahle:Bhut'Lyandadoesn'tseemlikehe'ddothat.

Bee:Heissureandhelovesyou.Don'tworryhe'llbe

there

Zee:Anddon'tcry,you'llruinyourmakeupagainfor

the100thtimetoday.

Sbahleisoneoftheflowergirls,she'satadbitoldto

beaflowergirlbutsheis.Thekidsareallinvolvedin

thewedding.Luthando,Thembelihle,Emihle,Khanya

areflowsgirlsthanJunior,Ngcebo,Masandeand

Mnqobiarepageboys.Juniorwillbecarryingthe

ring.IwantedtowearstilettosbutNkosinathi

disapproved,notthatIlistenedtohimanyway.I'm

wonderingwhatwillbehe'sreactionwhenhesees

me.Mystomachisbig,everyonecanseeandI'm

suretheythinkI'mhavingtwinsbutnope,itsjustmy

healthybabygirlinhere.Thewayshekicks!You'd

swearit'saboy.Wegottothehotelandtheguys

weretherealready.Aftereveryonewassettleddown

andthegroom,flowergirlsandpageboyshavewent

in.Itwasourturn,Icameoutthecarandthefirst

thingNkosilookedatwasmyshoes.Hetookmy

handandwewalkeddowntheaisle.Weallstood



andthepianoplayed.Shewasstandingatthe

entrancewithherfatherholdingherhand.Herfather

waswalkingherdowntheaisle,allherdreamswere

comingtrueandsomeofuswillneverevergetthat

chance.IthoughtofmyfatherandthismomentI've

alwaysdreamedoff.Iclosedmyeyesandletmy

tearsflow.NkosiwasstandingacrossusandI

openedmyeyesandsawhowhewantedtocometo

me.BelindaheldmyhandandItookadeepbreathe

andsmiled.AfterNtokozowasnexttoLyandaand

herfatherhadhandedherovertohim,wewenttosit

downbutthemaidofhonor,Snehandthebestman,

Athistoodnexttothem.Nkosicametositnextto

me,heissupposedtoseatwiththegroomsmenbut

NkosinathiisNkosinathi,hedoeshisownthings.

Theseshoeswerereallystartingtohurtveryvery

bad.

Me:Nkosi,myfeethurt.

Nkosi:Itoldyounottowearthoseshoesbutyou

don'tlisten.

Hetookthemoffandwentout.Afterafewminutes

hecamebackwithflatbeautifulblackshoesforme.



Ithoughthe'dgotakemyslippers.Heputthemon

formeandanoldladybehindmesaid"You'rea

luckywoman,neverlethimgo"Ismiledandnodded.

Me:Wheredidyougetthese?

Nkosi:Custommadeforyou,Iwantedtogetyou

comfortableshoesandyou'llstilllookgoodinthem.

Iknowhowyouhatewearingslippers

Me:AahThankyouNkosinathi.Makingmefeelso

special,whendidyouevendothis!Oreventhinkofit?

Nkosi:Ihavemyways,plusyou'respecialtome.

Heheldmyhandandtheywerenowgoingtosay

theirvows.Ntokozowentfirst

Ntokozo:Lyanda,ifellinlovewithyoufromthefirst

timeImetyou.Itfeelslikejustyesterday.Wewere

atSiya'sapartmentandyouwerehelpingThaps

moveinnextdoorandwesawyouapproaching.You

were"Thesexyneighbor"whenIsawyouagainat

thepartyIjustfelldeeplyinlovewithyouinjustthat

onenightIhadspentwithyou,IknewIwantedyou

inmylifeforever.Youmakemeabetterperson,you

challengemeandmakemeseeandrealizethings



aboutmyselfandthingsI'veknewI'mcapableoff.

Yougivemepurpose,youmakemydayandyou

showmeandmakemefeelloveI'veneverhad

before.Iamreallyhonouredandproudtosaythatin

youI'vefoundmylifetimepartner,mysoulmate,my

husbandandthefatherofmychildren.Iloveyou

Weclappedourhandsandcheered.Therewere

somesweetcommentshereintherelike"Ncoooh,

that'ssocuteetc"

Lyanda:TodayIfinallymakeyoumywife,todayI

takeyouasmysuitedhelper,mywife,theloveofmy

lifeandtheonewhohasmyheart.YouknowI'mnot

goodwithwordsandIdon'thavemuchtosayother

thanthatbeingwithyouhasmademeadifferent,

grownandbetterman.Iusedtobeaplayer,a

casinovabutwhenImetyouallofthatchanged,you

weretheonlyoneIcouldseeandtheonlyonethat

mademefeellovedandbeabletogivethatlove

backtoyou.Honestly,IneverthoughtI'dbestanding

hereonedayandgettingmarriedbecause

commitmentwasmybiggestfear.IloveyouandI

promisetobewithyoueverystepoftheway.I'm



gladandhappythatI'llfinallycallyouMrsZulu.

Weclappedandcheeredagain.Nkosinathikepton

lookingatmeliketherewasalothewantedtosay

orhewastryingtoreadmymind.Iactuallydon't

knowwhatthislookmeans.IpretendedasifIdidn't

noticethewayheislookingatmeandcountinued

lookingatourlovelycouple.Theyputontheringson

eachother.

Priest:Inowpronounceyouashusbandandwife.

MrZulu,youmakekissyourbride,MrsZulu

Lyanda:MrsZulu,itsoundssoperfect.

Wealllaughedandtheykissed.Westoodand

ululated.Lyandawasn'tplanningonlettinggoofher

anytimesoonandwekeptoncheering.

Athi:Leaveheralone!She'sallyourstonightMageba.

WealllaughedandLyandafinallyletgo.Nkosinathi

wasstillholdingmyhandsandwewerenowoffto

takingpictures.Wetookmanypicturesandwentto

thereception.ItwastimeforspeechesandNkosi

wassayingthespeechonbehalfofLyanda'sfriend's



Nkosi:Gooddayladiesandgentlemen.

Heclearedhisthroat,there'sjustsomethingabout

him,somethingthatjustscreams"Respectme"that

justbringssomuchdignityandthatheisapowerful

fearedman.Hedoesn'tevensmile.

Nkosi:Todaywecelebratetheunionofbothmy

friends,we'realljustgoodfriends,we'refamilyjust

onebighappyfamily.Lyandahereismybrother

fromanothermother,we'vebeenthroughalotand

we'veconqueredthefearofcommitment.We'dsit

andgetdrunkthantalkabouthowwedon'twant

wife'sbecausetheynagandtheywouldjustbea

stressinourlifebecausewewouldn'tbeableto

havefunbutlookatusnow,I'mahappilymarried

manandhejusttiedtheknot.Seewhenyoufindthe

oneyouloveeverythingjustchangesandyoubegin

tofeelthingsyou'veneverfeltbefore.Yourmain

goalistomakethemfeellovedandhappy,to

protectthemandprovideforthem,thatmyfriend

willkeepyourmarriageontrack.You'reamarried

mannow,you'regoingtobeafathersoon.You're

goingtohavemanyresponsibilitiesandyou'llhave



toleadyourfamilyandmakesureyouprovide.Take

careofthewomannexttoyou,shelovesyou.She's

beautifulasyoucansee,shewould'vebeenwithany

manshewantedbutshechoseyou,thatmyfriendis

special,shechosetoloveyouandbewithyou.Don't

takeadvantageofthatandmakesureshenever

wakesuponedayandregretsherdecision.Idon't

wanttohearanyofyousayyou'regettingdivorced

becausethat'snevergoingtohappen.Marriageisn't

agame,itgetstoughbutitsuptothebothofyouto

makethingsrightandmakeitwork.Onceagain,

CongratulationsMrandMrsZulu.

Wowhespokesowell.Hehadmesheddingafew

tears,wellI'malwaysemotionallately.Ievencry

whenIpee.Speakingofpee'ingIreallyneedtogoto

theloo.IstoodupandNkosiheldmyhand

Nkosi:Whereareyougoing?

Me:Thebathroom

HealsostoodupandIwasveryconfused

Me:Andwhereareyougoing?

Nkosi:Takingyoutothebathroom.Let'sgo



Heheldmyhandandledthewaytotheladies

bathrooms.Hestoodbythedoorandopeneditfor

me.What'sgoingonwithhim?Iwentinanddidmy

business

"What'stakingyousolong?!"Heshouted.Ididn'task

metoaccompanymesohecanstandthereallday

andletmebe.Iwashedmyhandsanddriedthem

Me:I'mdone,wecangonow.

Nkosi:Okay

Heheldmyhandandwepassedsomeguywho

lookedatmeandsmiled.IlookedatNkosinathiand

he'sjawtightened.

Guy:Beautifullady,toobadyou'retaken.Iwould've

lovedtohaveyouasmywife.You'realuckyguy.

Andhewalkedaway.

Nkosi:Damnrightshe'staken.Nxxdisrespectful

men.

Me:Nkosinathi

I'mjustgladhedidn'tcauseascenebecauseit

mighthavealljustturnedintoafightandruin



Ntokozo'sperfectwedding.

Nkosi:What?He'sascumbag.He'sluckyIdidn't

beathimup,I'llfindhimoneday

Me:Youcan'talwaysgoaroundbeatingupguys,I'm

beautifulandthereareguyswhowilllookatme.

Nkosi:You'rebeautifulandyou'remine.They

shouldn'tlook.Maybeyoushouldgetatattooon

yourforeheadwritten"IbelongtoNkosinathi,Don't

look!"

Me:Thatwillcausethemtolooksincethey'llwanna

readwhat'sonmyforehead

Nkosi:IguessIshouldattachabanneronevery

t'shitordressyouhavesotheycanreadeasilyand

clearlyfromadistance

Me:Wow

I'mdone!I'mreallydonewiththisguy.Only

NkosinathiMkhizewouldthinkofsuchnonsense.I

justlaughedathimandwesatdown.Theywere

havingtheirfirstdanceasamarriedcouple.They

lookedsocutetogether,Ntokozowasjustsohappy



andIwasreallyhappyforher.Hermotherwasjust

overthemoon,shetoldthewholevillagethather

daughterisgettingmarried.Shewasexcitedasmy

motherwas,that'swhattheyalwaysdreamforus.

Tobeeducated,succeedandmarryagoodhusband

thatwe'llbuildafamilywith.Itisreallytheirhappiest

momentbecausetheyseetheproductoftheirgood

work.There'snothingmorespecialthanhearing

yourparentstellyoutheyareproudofyou.Those

wordsjustmeanalot.

Nkosi:Wanttodance?

Me:No,noI'mfine.

Nkosi:Comeon,pleaseNokukhanya.

Me:okayfine.

Hetookmyhandandledmetothedancefloor.

TheyplayedEDShereen_SaveMyself.Wedanced

aroundandIputmyheadnearhischest,I'mreally

short!Ican'tevenreachhischest.

Nkosi:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo,Ireallyloveyou.



Nkosi:RememberthefirsttimeItoldyouthatIlove

you?

Me:Ijustlookedatyouandhadnoresponse

Nkosi:Youjustcriedandtoldmeyouwerenotready.

Me:Youjuststoodupandleft.

Nkosi:Iactuallytriedsmokingthatdaybecause

Bongasaidittakesallyourstressawaybutthat

cigarettewasshit!

Me:Whydidyousmoke!?

Nkosi:Youwerestressingme,Ifeltsolost.

Me:Butnow,howdoyoufeel?

Nkosi:Loved,Ireallyfeelveryloved.

Me:I'mgladyoudo.

Nkosi:Doyoueverregretit?

Me:Regretwhat?

Nkosi:Beingwithme?Doyoueverregretit?

Me:No,Ineverregretit.Asmuchasyou'rereallya

painintheass,Iloveyou.Whateverwegothrough,



I'djustnevereverthinkofleavingyou.

Nkosi:Thendon'teverleaveme,don'teverleaveme

Naye.

Me:Iwon'tleaveyou.Yousoundsoscarednow

Ilaughedathimandhejustkissedme.Itwasso

slowandpassionate.Itsurelyhadhislovewithit.I

lovethisman,Ilovehimwitheverythinginme.I

don'tthinkIcaneverwanttobewithanyoneelsebut

him.Hecompletesmeandwithouthim.Idon'tknow

whatI'dbeorwhereI'dbe.Iguessitwascompletely

worthit,whenweweren'ttogetherallthattime.I

guessitwasworththewait,Ilovehimsomuchand

theloveweshareisjustamazingandourofthis

world.

Lyanda:Getaroom!

Hefinallyletgoofmeandwelaughed.

Siya:WhereisPhila?EveryoneisjustsocosyandI

don'tknowwheremymanis.

Lubah:TheywenttochangewithBonga,theycan't

standbeinginskinnypantsalldaylong.



It'strueeveryonewasjustwiththeirpartnerwell

besidesBeeandSiya.

Me:Congratulationsguys,itreallywasabeautiful

wedding.IsawPheloandMayirunin

Mayi:Wemissedit!!!Wedamnmissedtheentire

wedding!!

Phelo:Fuck!!Whatawaste!

Mayi:Iknewlettingyoudrivewouldmakeuslate

Phelo:Ohreally?Weren'tyoutheonewhocrashed

thecarbecauseyouwereliterallyasleepasyou

drove!

Mayi:ItsnotmyfaultthatIdidn'tsleepallnight

Phelo:It'snotmyfaulteither!

Nkosi:Woah!Woah!Woah!Whatisgoingonhere?

Phelo:Wecamefortheweddingbutfacedsome

majorproblemsontheway!Anyways,

Congratulations!!!

Ntoko:Thankyouguys!Atleastyoushowedup

Mayi:Iguessso.



Theyhuggedandweallsattogetherandtheytoldus

abouteverythingthathappened

Mpho:Wait,soyouguysarestayingtogether?

Phelo:Nobuthe'saregularvisitor.

Mayi:You'retheregularvisitor.Remember,Ijust

cameonce.

Phelo:Andyoustatesforaweek!

Mayi:Youstayedforaweekandoneday!That's

longer

Phelo:That'sjustthesame

Theyarguedwhilewejustlookedandlaughedat

them.Whatisgoingonwiththesetwo!Ijust

wonder
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ThetraditionalweddingtookplaceinHamersdale,it

wasareallybeautifulceremonyandeverythingwent

well.NtokozoandLyandawereattheirhappiest.

There'snothingmorespecialthanseeingacouple

thatloveseachotherunconditionallyfinallybe

happyandtietheknot.Marriageisagoodthingand

Iwishthemallthebest.In2weekswe'llbehaving

Zee'swedding.NtokozoandLyandawillbeback

fromtheirhoneymoontoday.Afterallhasbeendone

Nkosi,EmihleandIwillbegoingtoLangelihle.That's

whereI'llgivebirth,I'llprobablygivebirtharoundthe

secondofDecember.NkosiandEmihleareboth

borninDecember,seemslikethislittleonewilljoin

them.I'vebeensittingonthiscouchforthepast

3hours,allI'mdoingisstuffingmyselfwithfood.My

stomachisbig,I'malwaystiredandI'mthelaziest

womanalive.

Nkosi:Naye,getreadyorwe'llbelate.

Me:Idon'twanttogo



Nkosi:Butwehaveto,nowgetyourfineasshere.

Me:It'stoofar

Isawhimashecameupstairslookingsosexy,he

justcamefromthegym.Wehaveaformallunch

withourfriends,Idon'tknowwhosuggestedthis

andwhyweevendoingitbutweagreedtoit,it'snot

likewehadachoice.

Nkosi:Didyouevenbath?

Me:Uhm..Idon'tknow

Nkosi:What'sthatsupposedtomean?

Me:Okay,Ididn'tbath.

Hecarriedmeandwewentupstairs.Hetookofmy

clothesandtookmetotheshower.

Nkosi:Shower,youonlyhave20mins.

Me:Yessir.

HeclosedthedoorandIshowered.Nkosinathican

besocontrollingwheneverandhelovesdictating

andhethinksyou'lljustsayyestoeverythinghe

says.HesayshelovesitwhenIchallengehimand



howIdon'tlethimcontrolmeandhefindsitsexy

whenI'mmadathim.Likewhodoesthat?Onlyheis

asweirdasthat.ButIlovehimanyways.There'sthis

timeIwassomadathimandIkeptshoutingathim,

hejustlookedatmeandlaughed.Iwassoupset,he

cametomeandheldmystomach.Hesaid"Babe,I

understandyou'repregnantanditsalljusthormones

thataregettingyousofiredup.ButImustsay,

you'rereallysexywhenyoushout"mxm!Ifeltlike

justkickinghimbutIendeduplayingonhischest

afteragoodsessionoflovemaking.Iwasdonewith

myshowerandhehelpedmelotionmybody,Ican't

reachmyfeetsoitsalwaysjustastruggle.

Nkosi:Ihavesomethingforyou.

Me:Yey!Whatisit?

Nkosi:Let'sgotoyourclosetandyou'llsee.

Wegotthereandtherewasabeautifulreddress,its

notaslimfitdress.Itisjustbeautiful,andit'sthe

perfectsizeformypregnantself.

Me:Thisdressisbeautifulbabe.Thankyou

Nkosi:Anythingforyoumylove.Ijustwantyoutobe



happy

Me:AndI'mveryhappy.Let'sgetdressed,Iwanna

putonmydressalready.

Nkosi:I'llhelpyouputiton.

Hegotdressedfirstandhelpedmyintomydress.

Nkosi:Youlooksobeautifulmywife.

Me:I'lllookevenmorebeautifulonceIfixmyhair.

IhaveaweaveonsoIcurledtheendssotheycould

bepuffyandIputmymakeupon.

Me:Wherearemyshoes?

Nkosi:Theshoerack,thesecondonefromyourright.

Me:Thankyou

Ilovejustleavingshoesanywherearoundthehouse

anditpisseshimoff.Itried,likeIreallytried

rememberingtoputontheshoerackbutit'sjust

somethingI'mnotusedto.Healwaystakesthem

andputsthemontherackformeandIendupnot

knowingwheremyshoesare.Heisneaterthanme

andheismoreorganized,punctualandclean.He



likesitwhenthingsareinorderandeverythinggoes

accordingly.Hereallygetsangryandfreaksout

whenthingsdon'tgothewayheplanned.I

rememberwhenhe'sconstructionworkersdid

somethinghedidn'tsaytheymustdo,hewasvery

angrythattheydidn'tfollowthedesign.Hewasso

angryheflewtoCanada,draggingmebehindhim

withthisbigstomachofmine.Whenwegottherehe

shoutedandfiredeveryone.Ihadtotalktohimand

calmhimdown,welookedforasolutionandthey

weren'tfired.Godknowswhatwould'vehappenedif

Iwasn'tthere.Thosemenwould'velosttheirjobs.

SometimesNkosinathidoesthingswithouteven

thinkingfirst.Hedoesn'tthink,hejustacts.Not

thinkingoftheconsequenceslater,notthinkingof

whoitsaffectingorhowitwillaffecthimsomeday.

I'venoticedmanythingsabouthim,themoreI'm

withhimthemoreIgettoknowhim.Hehas

differentsidestohim,hehasthisweak,vulnerable

sidetohimaswell.Wherehejustquicklygivesup

anddoesn'tknowwhattodonext.Whereallhedoes

isjustsitnexttomeandlayonmychest.Therewas

justthisonedaywherehejustlaidonmychestandI



endedupfallingasleep,Itookmytimeandlookedat

himwonderingwhathappenedtothiswonderful

manandwhyishesoruinedinside.AsIhavesaid

before,heisapuzzle.I'veputtogethersomepieces

butsomearestillmissing,somestillneedtobe

foundandputtogether.

Nkosi:Whatareyouthinkingabout?

Me:Nothingbabe.IsEmihleready?.

Nkosi:Yessheis.Come,weshouldgetgoing.

Me:Areyouokay?

Nkosi:Yes,Iam.Nowcomelet'sgo.

Hedidn'tlooklikehewasokay,likehe'smoodhad

justchangedandIwasn'tsureifhewashurt,angry

orannoyed.Ijustdidn'tknow.Emihlewaswaiting

forusdownstairsandshelookedreallybeautiful.

Shewaswearingadressalmostthesameasmine

butherswasgrey.

Me:Youlookgorgeousmybaby

Emi:Youtoomom.Youreallylookbeautiful

WehuggedandIkissedhercheek.Wegotintomy



carbutNkosinathiwasdrivingandweleft.

Me:Wherearewegoing?

Nkosi:You'llsee.

HedroveandIclosedmyeyes,Ifeellikejust

sleepingabit.

Nkosi:Wakeup!We'rehere

Me:Ifeelasleep?

Nkosi:Yesyoudidandyoufartedtoomanytimes

Me:NoIdidn't

Nkosi:Youdid,evenEmihlecantellyou.Wehadto

openallwindows

Emihle:Yep,itsalltrue

Theylaughedatmeandmycheeksturnedreddue

totheembarrassment.We'reatthisrestaurantagain,

Inevergotitsnamethelasttimewecamehere.I

wonderifthatgirlstillworkshereandifshedoes,I

hopeshedoesn'tcauseanydrama.Wewalkto

whereeveryoneis,ohMayiandPheloarealsohere.I

didn'tknowtheywerecoming.



Me:Heyguys

TheyallgreetedbackandBongawaslookingat

Nkosi.Itwasliketheyarehavingaconversationwith

theireyes,likealltheguyshereunderstoodwhat

wasgoingon.Nkosinoddedandtheyallsatdown.

KamolookedatmeandIshrugged,Ialsohaveno

cluewhat'sgoingonsoI'lljustbeasconfusedas

theladies.Iguesstherestaurantwasbookedforus

sincethere'snooneelsehere.Themanagercame

andtookourdrinkorders

Danny:How'sthepregnancy?

Hedecidestofinallybreakthesilence

Me:It'sokay,Ijustwanttogivebirthalready.I'm

tiredofbeingbig

Welaughedandcontinuedtalkingalot.Therewasa

loudloudnoiseandwewereallhavingagreattime,

evenNkosinathiwaslaughing.Mayididkeepon

lookingathimlikehewascheckinguponhim.We

werehavingourfoodwhenIsuddenlyfeltasharp

paininmystomach

Me:Aaaaah!!



Thebabywaskickingtoohard.Maybeshehasa

soccerballinthere,shereallykicks.Shekicked

againanditwaspainful,Iscreamed.

Nkosi:Naye,Nayeareyouokay?Ssshbreatheinand

out.Isittime?WhatshouldIdo?What'sgoingon?

Hewassoworried,hehadeventookhisblazeroff.I

laughedalittleandhelookedatmelikeI'mcrazy.

Me:Thebabykicked,alittletoohard.

Nkosi:You'reokaynow?

Me:YesI'mfinebabe,don'tworry.

Nkosi:Havesomewater

Me:Thankyou

HeheldmyhandandIdrankmywater.

Bonga:Youhadusallshockedthere.Idon'tknow

whatIwould'vedoneifyouweregivingbirth.That

reallyscaresme

Mpho:It'sreallyscary,womangothroughalot.

Phila:IrememberwhenSiyawasgivingbirth,the

wayshecriedandscreamed.Itbrokemyheartevery



timeIheardhercry.

Belinda:Her'swasreallyintense.Idon'tthinkI'd

survivegivingbirthto4childrenatonce

Siya:Itwashellbutitsallworthitattheend

Me:Yes.Thepainisreallyworthit

Kamo:Thecontractions!

Belinda:8hoursoflaborpainsain'tnojoke.

Mayi:Itsalljustcreepy.I'mfreakedoutbyjust

talkingaboutit.

Ntokozo:I'mreallyscared.

Me:You'llbefine.

Theguyswenttothelake,theysaidtheyhad

somethingtotalkabout.

Phelo:WasItheonlyonewhonoticedthatmoment

theyhad?

Me:Youweren'talonesweetie

Ngamso:Whatdoyouthinkisgoingon?Jabudidn't

tellmeanything



Zandy:I'malsojustasconfusedaseveryoneelse.

Mphodidn'tmentionanythingtometoo.

Me:WhereisSbahle?

Zandy:Athome,shewantedtostayathomeanddo

herassignments.She'sreallyexcitedaboutschool

Me:Itsgoodthatshe'sbackinschool.Ihopeshe

isn'tbeingteasedforbeing17andingrade10

Zandy:She'snot.Plusherpeerswon'tevennotice.

Theycamebackandsatwithus.Nkosiwasbehind

meandholdingmyshoulders.Thekidswereplaying

attheplayingcenter.

Nkosi:Wannagohome?

Me:Let'sstayforjustanhourortwo.

Nkosi:Okaybabe.Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Mayi:CanItalktoyouNaye?I'llbequick

Me:Yeahsure.

Nkosisqueezedmyhandlikehewasassuringmeof



something.Whatisgoingon?Wewenttothelake

andstoodnearit

Mayi:Howishe?

Me:He'sokay.Butheisn'thimselftoday,doyou

knowwhy?

Mayi:He'lltellyouwhenhe'sready.Justbetherefor

himandsupporthim.Iknowmybrothercanbealot

andhehasalotofbaggage,butyou'rehis

everything.You'rethereasonwhyhewakesupand

strivestobecomeabetterman.You'reallhecares

about.Justbethereforhim

Me:Iwill,Iwishhecouldopenupmoreandtellme

everythingIneedtoknowabouthim

Mayi:Onestepatatime.He'llgetthere,slowlybut

surely.You'rehe'sstrength,rememberthat.

Withthatsaidheleftandwentbacktotheothers.

Honestly,allofthisjustscaresmeandIdon'tknow

whattoexpect.Lasttimethingswerelikethis,he

toldmehehasadamnwife.Ihopehewon'ttellme

someshitabouthavingsomeroyalwifesomewhere

hiddeninhishome,I'dkillisroyaldamnass.Ireally



wonderwhatitisbutasIalwaysdo.I'llsitandwait

tillheisabletocometalktome.Thisreallyhurts

though,ithurtsalot.Hepushesmeawayand

doesn'topenuptome,itsometimesjustfeelslike

I'mmarriedtoastranger.Iwonderifheeverthinks

abouthowIfeel.Iwalkedbacktotheother'swith

myheadhelduphigh,Ifakedasmileandlaughedas

thedaycontinuedbutatthebackofmyheadIwas

justcompletelyworriedabouthim.Heheldmeand

wewerehuggingandallcosybutitwascold,he

wasn'tthere.Hewasn'thimself,Ididn'tfeelthe

warmthofbeinginhisarmslikeIalwaysdo.Iletgo

ofhimandhelookedatmecuriously

Me:I'mgoingtothebathroom,I'llbeback

Sneh:I'mcomingwithyou,Ineedtopee.This

champagneisgettingtome.

Wewalkedtogetherandshedidn'treallyneedtopee

andIalsodon'tknowwhyIcamehere.Isatatthe

toiletsitandshesatnexttome.

Sneh:Ifsomeonewouldwalkinhere,they'dliterally

thinkwe'velostourminds.



Welaughedandmylaughterturnedtotears.Ijust

criedandsheheldme.

Sneh:Itsallgoingtobeokay,Idon'tknowwhat's

goingonandIdon'tknowwhatkindofpainyou're

goingthroughbutitsallgoingtobeokay.

Me:Whenwillweeverjustbehappy?Whenwillhe

evertrustmeenoughtojustopenuptomeandgive

mehimselffully?Whenwillhefullyopenuphisheart

andallowmetolovehim?

Sneh:Itsallgoingtobeokay,justwaitandsee.

Therewasaknockonthedoorandwequicklyfixed

ourselves

Athi:Areyouguysaliveinthere?

Me:Yeswe'restillalive.We'recoming

Athi:Okay,wasjustcheckinguponyou.

Shefixedmymakeupbutmycheekswerestillred

andpuffy,itwasprettyclearthatIwascrying.We

gotbacktotheothersanditseemedasiftheywere

alllookingatme.I'msuretheyjustpityme.Theyall

justfeelsorryformeandIhatethat



Me:Canwegohome?Ineedtolaydown,I'mtired

now.

Nkosi:LetmegocallEmihle

Ntoko:Noleaveher,she'sstillhappywithplaying

withtheothers.

Nkosi:Okaycool.

Belinda:They'llallsleepoveratmyhouse.

WesaidourgoodbyesandIalsowavedatEmihle,

shewavedbackandcontinuedplaying.Thedrive

homewassilentandIwasjustlookingthroughthe

window.Igothomeandtookoffmydressthen

changedintomypyjamas.

Nkosi:I'llbeatthegym,callmeifyouneedanything.

Me:Nkosinathi

Nkosi:Yes

Me:Talktome

Nkosi:ThisisnottherighttimeNaye.Ihatedoing

thistoyou,I'msorry.

Heclosedthedoorandleftmestandingthere.Will



thiseverend?Ijustwashedoffmymakeupandgot

inbed.Ijustwannasleepandforgetallmytroubles.
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Itwistedandturned,keptonfidgetingsothatNkosi

couldcomplainaboutmepushinghimandhe's

goingtofall.Ilovedoingthateverymorning.Butthis

morningisdifferent,heisn'tcomplaining.Iopened

myeyesandrealizedthatheisn'tthere,he'ssideof

thebedisempty.Oh,hedidn'tcometobedlast

night.Istoodupandstruggledwithgettingoffthe

bedmyself,itwashardbutImanaged.Itookoffmy

pyjamasandtookalongfoambath,wheneverIuse

thebathtubIalwaysmakesurethedoorislocked.

AtfirstIdidn'tevenwanttouseit,Ikeptonhaving



flashbacksofwhathappenedthatday.Theday

Noluthandotriedtokillme.AfteranhourIwasdone

andIopenedthedoor.Nkosinathiwassittingonthe

floorwithhiskneesupandhe'sheadonthemlikea

smallbaby.Igotdressed,justwhenIwasaboutto

leavetheroomhecalledmesoftly.Ilookedback

Nkosi:Pleasecomesitnexttome.

Iwenttositnexttohimandheputhe'sheadonmy

shouldersandheldmyhand.

Nkosi:Yesterday,itwas30thofOctober.Manyyears

ago,IwasdoingmysecondyearinUniversity.Iwent

homethatweekandImetupwithmyboysonthat

day.Iwasdrivingand...

Hecouldn'tfinishandIheardhimcrysoftly.

Nkosinathidoesn'tjustcry,Iguesswhateveritis

thathe'sabouttotellmereallyhurtshim.Ilethim

cryandhestoppedandcontinued

Nkosi:Idrovearoundinmycarandthemusicwas

playingloud.TheywereabitdrunkbutIwasn'tsince

IknewI'dbedrivingthemaround.Idon'tknowwhat

happenednextbutIcouldn'tstopthecar,thebrakes



weren'tworkingandthesteeringwheelwasn't

moving.Wegotintoacaraccident,therewasa

truckontopofus.Theyalldiedonthespot

Nokukhanya.TheyalldiedandIsurvived.Itooktheir

lives

Me:Howmanywerethere?

Nkosi:4.Allfourlosttheirlivesbecauseofme

Me:Itwasn'tyourfault.Itwasanaccident

Nkosinathi.Youdidn'thaveanycontroloverit.

Nkosi:Iwastheonewhowasdriving,Iwastheone

whocouldn'tsavethem.Theyalldiedbecauseofme

Naye.IfonlyIwasabletostopthecar,they'dstillbe

alive

Me:Butyoucouldn'tstopthecarNkosinathi.

Nkosi:WhenIcameoutofthehospital,theirfamilies

blamedmefortheirdeaths.Theycalledmenames

andcalledmeamurderer,thatIwastheonewho

wantedthemtodie.BesidesLeo'smom,shejust

heldmeandsaiditwasn'tmyfaultbutIstill

rememberthewayshelookedatme,hereyeswere

tellingmeanotherstory.TheyweretellingmethatI



killedthemonpurpose.WhenIgothome,Ipacked

mybagsandwentbacktotheFreeState.Iregret

doingthat,IregrethowIdidn'tattendtheirfunerals.

Eachandeveryyearonthe30thofOctoberisalways

justadaythatI'mnotmyself.Italljustcomesback

tomelikeitshappeningatthismoment.Icanstill

seetheirfaces,theyappearinmydreamsandI'm

alwaysapologizing.Ican'ttakeawaytheguilt,I

blamemyself.

Hecriedandlaidonmychest.Ikeptquiet,Ijust

didn'tevenknowwhattosaytohim.Ijustlethimcry

andgetitallout.

Nkosi:I'msorry,I'msorryIshutyouout.Ijustcan't

openupandtalktoyouabouteverything.Idon't

knowwheretoevenstart.Ihatehurtingyoubutit

seemslikeit'sallIeverdo.Itry,Ireallytryhardtobe

abletotalktoyouandtellyouaboutallmyproblems

butIjustcan't.Ifailtodosoandthatjustmakesme

abadpartner,afailure.Naye,I'mjustlikethis.I'm

tryinghardtobetheperfectmanforyou

Me:Idon'tneedaperfectman.Ineedyou

Nkosinathi!Notamanwhoshutsmeout!Doyou



knowhowitfeels?Iwanttobethereforyoubutyou

pushmeaway.Idon'twantthat!Ijustwantyou,all

ofyou.Isthattoomuchtoaskfor?

Nkosi:No

Me:We'llgetovereverythingtogether.Justonestep

atatime

IrememberedMayibongwe'swords.Iguessheknew

we'dgettothissometime.Hewasstilllayingonmy

chestandkeptonrubbingmystomach.

Nkosi:I'msorry.

Hestillhadtearsrunningdownhisface.Ijustkept

quietandlethimbe.Hecrieduntilhefellasleep.Is

hereallyasleeponthefloor?

Me:Nkosinathi

Hewasfastasleepanddidn'tevenhearme.He

lookslikeasmallbaby,maybeifmychildwasaboy

he'dlooklikethis.Itookapillowandputitunderhis

head.Iputablanketonhimandkissedhisforehead.

Me:Iloveyoumysteryman.

Iputonmyshoesandwenttothekitchen.Ifeellike



cookingafeast,maybeIshouldcookandinvitethe

friendsover.WhileIwastakingoutsome

ingredientsforthelunchIwanttoprepare.Mayi

walkedinwithPhelo.Helookedveryworried

Phelo:Sis,whatareyoucooking?

Me:Lunch,foreveryone

Mayi:Whereishe?

Me:Upstairs,he'ssleepingthough.Onthefloor

Mayi:Whyishesleepingonthefloor?I'msurethe

carpetisitchy.

Me:He'lltellyouaboutitwhenhewakesup.

PheloandIstartedcooking.Wecookedlotsoffood.

Itallwon'tbethereoncethesepeoplearrive.Itexted

everyoneandtoldthemtocomeover.Mymindis

stilljustallovertheplace,mostlyI'mjustthinking

aboutmyhusband.MaybeIshouldsuggestthathe

seesatherapist.I'lltalktohimaboutthislateron.

DannyandBongacamein

Bonga:Hellohello!Mmmhitsmellssogoodinhere.

Danny:It'sbeenalongday,we'rehungry.Whatdid



theKhoza'scookforustoday?

"OneofthemisaMkhizenow,andshe'smywife"I

turnedaroundanditwasNkosinathi.Helookedso

freshandsexy.Hehadjusttakenashowerjudging

fromhowheisn'twearinganythingbutjustatowel

wrappedaroundhe'swaist.

Athi:Wow!NicelittleassyougotthereNkosinathi.

Wealllaughed,Athenkosicanbereallystupid.He

justwalkedinandsaidthatnonsensewhennoone

expecteditatall.

Sneh:Howareyougirls?

Phelo:Goodnyourself

Me:I'mgood

Sneh:I'mokay.I'llmakesomesalads

Zandy:Ibroughtalcoholya'll!!!

Danny:Likeyoueverbringanythingnonalcoholic.

Zandy:WhateverDandan,where'sZee?

Danny:We'recominginseparatecarsbecauseshe's

angryatme.



Me:We'reangryatyoutoo.

Danny:WhatdidIdonow?

Phelo:Youupsethersowe'reupsettoo.

Nkosi:Naye,pleasecomehelpme.Whereismy

navyt-shirtsandmykhakishorts?

Me:Didyouevenlookforthem?

Nkosi:YesIdid

Mayi:Idon'tthinkhelookedforthematall.

Me:IfIgetupstairsandIfindthem,I'llkillyou.

Helaughedatmeandwewentupstairs.Theywere

laidonthecouchnexttothewindow

Me:Nkosinathi!!Whatis...

Hecutmeoffbyplantingakissonmylipsandwe

kissedpassionately.Heletgoandlookedmeinthe

eye.

Nkosi:Ijustwantedyoualltomyself.

HewenttolockthedoorandIjustgiggled

Me:Whatareyoudoing?



Nkosi:Nothing

Hekissedmyneckandsqueezedmybutt.

Me:Nkosinathi

Nkosi:Ssssh,doyouwantmetostop?

Me:(Giggles)Uhmyeah

Nkosi:Yousure?

Heputhishandsundermydressandkepton

brushingandtouchingmyclit.Hepushedasidemy

thongandinsertedhisfinger.

Me:Aaah,no,don'tstop.

Isaidsoftlyandhequickenedhispace.Hestopped

andIlookedathim.Whythehelldidhestop!This

guydoesn'tknowme,hewon'tgetmyvirginatillI

givebirth.Wellmaybeevenafter!Hepickedmeup

andlaidmeonthebedwrippingoffmythong.

Me:Youtoremyunderwear!!

Nkosi:I'llgetyouanewone.

HewinkedandwentdowntomyNana.Hekissed

mesosoftlydownthereandheshowedmecloud



nine.Hewastakingmestraighttoheaven.

Me:Nkosinathi!

IscreamedjustasIcumed.Heslowlyinsertedhis

manhoodandpenetrateddeepandslowly,hispace

increasedanditfeltsogood.

Nkosi:AmIhurtingyou?

Me:No.

Iheldontightlytohisbackandmyeyeswereclosed.

HewasreallygivingittomerealgoodIfeltlike

praying.

Nkosi:Lookatme!

Iopenedmyeyesandwekissed,hewasreally

lookingdeepinsidemyeyeslikehewasbeggingme

tounderstandandbeabletoreadhismind.

Nkosi:I'msorry.I'mreallysorry,you'remywifeandI

loveyou.Iloveyou!!

HesaidthosewordsandIletloose.Iletitallgoand

itfeltsogood.Ilookedathimandhewalkedtothe

bathroom



Me:Comehere.

Helookedatmeconfusedandcameback.

Me:Sitdown.

Nkosi:Why?

Me:Justsitdown.

Iwentonmykneesandhelaughedabit.Itwas

followedbyaloudmoan.Isuckerharderandharder,

hewasholdingmyhead,keptjerkingmeupand

downandhewasenjoyingthis.He'seyeswereso

small,you'dswearhe'sChinese.Iwonderwhatmen

lovesomuchabouttheirdicksbeingsucked.He

cumedallovermymouthandIswallowed.Iwiped

mymouthandstoodup

Nkosi:Wheredoyouthinkyou'regoing?

Me:Nkosi,wehavepeopledownstairs.WhichI

invitedsolet'sgetoutofhere.

Nkosi:Theyknowtheirwayaroundthehouse.Let's

justlayinbedtogether

He'sbeingclingy,that'swhatmypussydoestohim.

Hebecomessoattachedandababy.



Me:Nolet'sgo

Nkosi:10moreminutes

Me:10istoolong

Nkosi:Okay,5minutes

Me:2andthat'sit.

Nkosi:You'recrazy.

Heinsertedhismanhoodandthrusted.Hemademe

feelgoodineverysingleway.I'maluckywoman,

thisguyreallyknowshe'sbusiness!

Me:Aaaaaah!Two...Minutes..Isover...Nkosi

Nkosi:Ididaskfor10minutes

HekissedmyneckandIwasscratchinghisback

withmylongnails.Webothcumedatthesametime

andhetookatowelandcleanedusup.Hegot

dressedandIfixedmydressandmyruinedhair.We

wentdownstairs,BeeandKamoweredishingup.

Zandy:Thefoodgotreadywhileiscookerwas

cookingupastormupthere.

Belinda:Lookingforthoseclothesgotyourdressso



wrinkledandyourhairtiedlikethathuh?

Me:Idon'tknowwhatyouaretalkingabout.

Ntoko:Younaughtyass.

Welaughedandwenttoservetheguysfoodandwe

joinedthem.SbahleandJabuarrivedwiththekids

andSbahledishedupforthem.Shelookscuteandit

showsthatshe'sreallyhappy.Zandymadesureshe

gotherintooneofthebestschool'sinDurbanand

shehaseverythingshewantsandneed.Mpho

boughtheranIPhone,Nkosiboughtheranapple

laptopandPhilaboughtheraSamsungGalaxyNote

8,Idon'tknowwhatshedoeswithallthesestuffbut

thereweremoregiftsforher.Shoppingvouchers,a

Capitecbankcardandmakeupkits.Theysaidthey

didn'tknowwhattobuyhersotheyjusttookwhat

theythoughtshe'dlike.Shewassooverwhelmed

andhappy.She'sdressedinbrandsclothingand

Thabogother4designerbags.Yep!That'showthey

spoilkids,theywerefrustratedonwhattobuya

17yearoldteenagerandthatwentallandabove.

Theyreallydospoilthekids,whenNcebabrokeher

phone.Shegotanewonewithinafewhours.



Thapeloalwayshasnewexpensivesneakersevery

month.

Emihle:Mommy,I'vemissedyou.

Me:I'vemissedyoutoobaby,comesitnextto

mommy.Shecameandwesattogetherandateon

thesameplate.

Emihle:Mom,canwegotoDisneyLandduringthe

holidays?

Me:DisneyLand,uhmwe'llgotoLangelihleand

momwillbehavingababy,wecan'tgotoDisney

Land.

Emi:Ohokaymom.Ican'twaittohavealittlesister.

Nkosi:HowaboutwegotoDisneyLandandthango

toLangelihle?

Emi:Reallydaddy!!!?Wecango,cantheothers

come

Phila:We'reallgoingtoDisneyLand!

Thekidsranaroundalloverthehouseandwentto

theplayroom



Mpho:WherethehellisDisneyLand?

Ntokozo:Florida,I'vealwayswantedtogothere!!!

I'msoexcited,IwannaseeDonaldDuck

Lyanda:WhoisDonaldDuck?

Ntokozo:Youdon'tknowwhoDonaldDuckis?

Wheredoyoucomefrom.He'sfromMickeyMouse

Clubhouse.Ilovehim

Athi:We'reflyingallthewayoverseas,justtogosee

cartoons?

Bonga:Yesweare.

Me:It'sgoingtobefunguys

Athi:Iguessso.

Weallsatandhadagoodconversationfilledwith

loveandlaughter.Afterafewhourseveryoneleft.I

bathedEmihle,shewasreallydirtyfromplayingin

themud.Sheworwherpyjamasandwenttowatcha

movieinherroom.NkosiandIwerealsoinourroom

whilstMayiandPhelowentout,I'mnotsurewhere

theyaregoingbutItoldthemtocomebackwith

supper.Iwon'tbecookingagain.



Me:Babakhe

Nkosi:Yes

Me:Iwasthinkingmaybeyoushouldseeatherapist.

Nkosi:Whatfor?I'mfine

Me:Noyounot.Maybeitwillhelp.

Nkosi:Babe,Idon'tthinkI'llbeabletoopenuptoa

stranger.SomeoneIdon'tevenknow.

Me:Okay,I'llactlikeatherapist.We'llhavesessions

onMondays,WednesdaysandSundays.How'sthat?

Nkosi:Wow,you'vereallybeenthinkingaboutthis?

Me:Yes

Nkosi:Wecouldgiveitatry.

Me:Andthere'smore

Nkosi:Whatisit?

Me:Maybeyoushouldgoseetheirfamiliesandvisit

themattheirgraves.Maybeitwillhelp.

Nkosi:Idon'tknowNaye

Me:Thinkaboutit.Youhaveenoughtime.



Nkosi:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo.
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IonlyhaveamonthlefttillIgivebirth,I'msoexcited

aboutitandI'malsoscared.Ihaven'tgivenbirthfor

averylongtimeitfeelsasifitwillbethefirsttime

I'mevergivingbirth.Nkosinathihasbeensupporting

meandheisjustthebestpartnerIcouldeverask

for.HeisveryunderstandingevenwhenI'mjust

goingcrazyandoverreactingfornothing.I'mjustso

greatfulthatafterallthatI'vewentthroughandwhat

lifehadthrownatme.Godblessedmewitha

wonderfullovingandcaringman.Emihlehasalso

beengreathelp,shealwaysmassagesmyfeet

beforeIgotosleepandshe'salwaystalkingtomy



tummy,shesaysshe'sgettingtoknowherlittle

sister.What'sweirdisthatmybabyhasntkickedfor

thepast3weeks.Nkosinathiisoverreactingandhas

beenworriedaboutit.Hehasbeenworriedabout

manythings.HewatchesmeandeverythingIdo.He

evencarriesmemosttimesjustbecausehesays

he'safraidI'llfall.He'streatingmelikeafragile

person,likeI'maglassthatsjustabouttobreak.He

istrulyoverprotective.Hehasbeenspendinghis

daysinoneofthespareroomsandhedoesn'tcome

outallday,weevenarguedaboutthisbutheisstill

there.Idon'tknowwhatsgoingonwithhimbutI

guessIhavetowaituntilheisreadytotellme

what'sgoingonormaybehe'sstillgoingthrougha

toughtimeabouthisfriendsthatpassedaway.

WhenweatLangelihle,hewillgoseetheirfamilies

andmaybethatwillhelphimgetsomeclosureand

forhimtobeabletomoveon.Itreallyhurttosee

himthatway,itdidreallyaffecthim.He'sbeentrying

andhe'sbeentellingmemoreabouthischildhood

andwhatheusedtolovedoing.I'vecometorealize

moreandmorethathereallydidn'thaveanytimeto

beachildandletloose.Hewasalwaysdemandedto



keepagoodimageespeciallyinhisteenageyears.

Hehadtoberesponsibleandtaketasksthatwould

makehimwhoheismeanttobe.Heisthecrowned

princesohe'sactionshadtogoalongwithhistitle.

I'vejusthadbreakfastandI'mgoingtotrymyluck

andseeifhe'lleverleavethatroom.Imissmy

husbandnow.

Me:Nkosinathi!

Hecameoutandlockedtheroom

Nkosi:Iwasabouttocometoyou.I'vemissedyou

Me:I'mnotsosureaboutthat,you'velocked

yourselfupinthatroomsinceMonday,itsThursday

today!YoucametobedlatelastnightNkosi,there's

nowayyoucouldbemissingme!

Nkosi:IknowandI'msorrybabe.I'mreallysorryand

believemewhenIsayI'vemissedyou.Ireallydid.

Me:Ihopeyoutellingthetruth.Whatareyoudoing

there?

Nkosi:Where?

Me:Thatroom,youevenlockit.



Nkosi:Itswork.Younotgoingtoseeyourfriends

today?

Me:No

Nkosi:Why?

Me:Theyareatwork.

Nkosi:Youcouldalwaysgoseethemthere.

Me:Mmmh

Nkosi:What'sthatsupposedtomean?

Me:Nothing.

Hesaidhemissedmebutnowhe'schasingme

away?Whatiswithhim?Therewasaknockatthe

doorandsomeonebargedin.

Voice:Mommytobe!!!!!!

Thevoicesoundedtoofamiliar.ItwasNcebakazi!!!

Siya'sandBee'slittlesister.She'sdoingher3rdyear

inuniversitystudyingPharmacy.She'sbeenreally

scarcelately.ThelasttimeIsawherwaswhenIwas

supposedtogetmarried.Shecouldn'tmakeitto

Ntokozo'swedding.She'sreallygrownsomuch



Me:Ncebakazi!!

Wescreamedandhugged.

Nceba:Youlookbeautifulandbig.Howareyou?

Me:Youlookbeautifulandgrown.FeelslikeIhaven't

seenyouinyears.I'mgoodandyourself?

Nceba:It'sjustbeenafewmonthssisNaye

Me:SincewhendoyoucallmeSis?Wowyou've

reallygrown.

Nceba:Bhut'Nkosinathi.

Nkosi:Ncebakazi,itsgoodtoseeyou.Where's

Thaps?

Nceba:AtLyanda'shedroppedmeoffhere.

They'vebeentogethersincetheywereingrade11.

Wealldidn'tthinkthey'dstillbetogetherbutthey

proveduswrong.ThapeloreallychangedNcebafor

thebetter,shestartedtostopactinglikeaspoiltbrat

andsawlifedifferentlyandwasnowmoretoned

downandjusthersweetself.

Nceba:We'regoingout,whereareyourcarkeys?



Nkosi:Canyouevendrive?

Nceba:YesIcan

Nkosi:Idon'ttrustthat.I'llcallthedriver.

Nceba:You'resooverprotective

Nkosi:I'mnottakinganychances.

Hewentupstairs,backtolockinghimselfupinthat

room.Ichangedintoasuitabledressforgoingout.I

wonderwhatwillIdowithmypregnancyclothes

causetheywon'tfitmeafterI'vegivenbirthandlost

allthebabyfat.Thedriverarrivedandwewereoffto

arestaurant.Wewerebothreallyhungrysowe'll

startwitheating,godoourhairandnails.Ididn't

eventellNkosinathiwhenweleftbutI'msurehe

knowsI'veleftalready.Itextedhim"We'veleft"

"Enjoyyourday...You'reloved"herepliedandI

smiledtomyself.I'msoinlovewithhimandIdon't

thinkitwilleverchange.Myloveforhimis

somethingIcannotdescribenormeasure.Ijustlove

himsomuch.Wegottotherestaurantandordered

Me:Sohow'svarsity?



Nceba:It'sbeengreat,thoughImisshomealot.

How'sthepregnancyandmarriagelife?

Me:Itsbeengood.Marriagedoeshaveitsupsand

downsbutit'sgreat.Mybabygirlisalsogoodand

growing.

Nceba:Where'sthesassylittlediva?I'vemissedher

Me:We'llpickherupfromschoollater,you'llseeher.

Wehadourfoodwhileweweretalkingandcatching

up.NcebakaziandIhavealwaysbeenclose.Itsjust

thosebondswhereyoudon'tknowhowitall

happenedbutyoujustbonded.Weallhaveatight

bondbuttheresalwaysthatonefriendyou'recloser

too.Asweirdasitis,thisyounggirlistheoneI'm

closesttoowellI'malsoveryclosewithKamo.It

wasaweirdbondbecausewetotallydifferent

people.Wellwithallmyfriendswealljustdifferent

inourownwaysbutwe'resocloseandwe'realljust

sisters.Weallhavedifferentpersonalitiesbutthey

allhaveawayofjoiningtogetherandmakingthis

goodlovelybondandfriendshipthatwe'veallnever

hadandexperiencedinourlives.



Nceba:I'llpay

Me:Youdon'thaveto.I'llpay

Nceba:Ihaveacardnow,suchahugeachievement!

Me:Wedidtellyoutogetacardlongagobutyou're

irresponsibleselfjustdidn'tknowhowtokeepone.

Nceba:I'mallgrownnow.Speakingofwhich,

Thapelohasbeentalkingaboutusmovingtothe

nextstep.

Me:Gettingmarried?Wow,youguysarestillin

university.

Nceba:No,notthatNaye.

Me:Whatthen?

Nceba:Havingsex

Wow!I'msosurprised.She'sstillavirgin,Iguess

Pheloisn'talone.Wealwaysargueaboutthis,none

ofusactuallyhavethecouragetoaskherifshe's

stillavirgin.Siyaisalwaysconvincedthatsheisn't

Me:Soyou'veneverhadsexbefore?

Nceba:No.



Me:Wow,I'mproudandamazed.You'vesleptinthe

samebedwithThapelo,sosomanytimesand

nothinghappened?

Nceba:Thereweretimeswhereitalmosthappened

butIjustwasn'treadyIguess.

Me:Nowyouready?

Nceba:Yes

Me:Whatmakesyouthinkyou'reready?

Nceba:Itrusthim,Iknowhewasn'twithmejustto

havesexwithmeandleave.Iknowthewholeworld

won'tknowaboutitafteritshappenedanditsbeena

longtime.He'swaitedlongenough.

Me:Ifyou'rereadybabygirlthangoahead.Justuse

protection,wewouldn'twanttohaveBabyDegree.

WelaughedaboutitandIpayed.Wehadalittle

shoppingspreeandwewenttothesalonanddidour

hair.Therewasthisgirlwhokeptonlookingatme,

shelookslikeshe'salmostmyageormaybeayear

olderthanme.Maybesheknowsmefrom

somewhere.



Nceba:Whoisshe?Youknowher?

Me:No,notatall.

She'ssittingacrossusandsheisn'ttakinghereyes

offme.She'smakingmefeelreallyuncomfortable

butthisisasalonforeveryone,I'mnotaboutto

causehersceneandaskhertoleave.IfZandyor

Snehwereheretheywould'vehadherkickedout

already.Theyusemy"MrsMkhize"statusalotmore

thanIdo.Ireallydon'tlikehavingtogetthingsdone

orbetreateddifferentlyfromothersjustbecausemy

husbandisrichandwellknown.Somepeopletend

todothat,especiallywhenI'matastore,shopping

forclothes,jewelryorspa's.Idon'tevenstandin

queuesanymore.Iwasshockedwhenthathappened

atthebank.MaybeIwasnumber25inlineyetIwas

movedtobeingnumberone.Ididn'tmindthatday

becausemylegswerekillingme.Iguesswhenyou

wellknownandhavemoney,thingscomeeasier.

Onceweweredonedoingourhairandnailsweleft

andwalkedaroundthemall.

Nceba:Lookslikeshe'scominghere.



Me:Who?

Oh,her.Thegirlwhohasbeenstaringatmeatthe

salonisapproachingus.

Her:Hello

Me:Hi

Ncebadidn'trespond,shejustlookedather.Shecan

berudejustlikeBabalwaattimes.

Her:I'msorry,I'msureyounoticedI'vebeenlooking

atyouatthesalon.MynameisNdiphiwe,you'reMrs

Mkhizeright?I'veseenyouonTV.

Me:YesIam.

Ndiphiwe:SayHitoNkosinathiforme.Ihaven'tseen

himinaverylongtime.Congratulationsonthe

pregnancy.

WiththatsaidshejustleftandIwasstunned.Ididn't

knowhowtoreactorwhattoevensay.Thatwas

reallyweirdandawkward.Ididn'tevengetachance

toaskherhowdoessheknowNkosinathi,I'llask

himaboutitlater.

Nceba:Mxm,thatwasweirdandtotallyunexpected



Me:Yes,itwas.Let'sgohome,Ineedtorest.My

feethurtnow

Nceba:Yesmom.

ThedriverdroveushomeandNkosinathiwas

alreadystandingbythedoorwaitingforus.He

seemedveryhappyandhadahugesmileonhisface.

Emihlecameoutofthehouseandshehadpainton

herclothes.Isn'tshesupposedtobeatschool?

Whatisgoingonhere?Heopenedthecardoorfor

meandkissedmycheek.EmihlerantoNcebaand

theybothdisappearedinthehouse.

Me:Whyisn'tEmihleatschool?

Nkosi:Uhm,shedidn'tgotoschool.

Me:Whatdoyoumeanbythat?

Nkosi:Wepretendedasifshe'satschoolbutIhid

herinthatroom.

Me:What'sgoingonhere?Whydoyoubothhave

paintonyourclothes?

Nkosi:Paint?Idon'thaveanypaint.

Me:Nkosinathi,youhavepaintnearyourshoulder



Nkosi:Ohshit.Uhmcloseyoureyes

Me:I'mnotdoingthatuntilyoutellmewhat'sgoing

on

Nkosinathijustkissedmeandputablindfoldover

myeyes.

Me:Whatareyoudoing?!Ican'tsee

HecarriedmeandIwasscreaming.Thisismidday

kidnapp!Heiskidnappingme!Iwonderwhat'sreally

goingonwithhim.

Nkosi:I'mputtingyoudownnowandyoucantake

offyourblindfold.

Me:Okaybabe

Itookofftheblindfoldandmyvisionwasabitblurry.

Wow!Thisiswhattheyhavebeenupto?Wowit

lookssoamazing.They'vemadeanurseryroomfor

thebaby.

Emihle:Doyoulikeitmom?

Wheredidshecomefrom?Ihuggedherandkissed

her.



Me:Iloveitmybaby!Itssobeautiful

Emihle:Daddysaidyou'lllikeit.

Nkosi:Itwasallherplan.Shewastheonewho

cameupwitheverything,allIdidwasjustconstruct

andputthingsinitsplace.Itwasdecoratedinpink

andpurplewithdifferentDisneyprincessesonthe

wallsandmanytoysalready.Mybabywillreallyhave

funandshehasthebestsisteronearth.Nkosinathi

andIhadn'treallydidanyplanningyetnorbought

anythingforthebaby.Weweregoingtostartwithit

nextweekbutIguessitcanallbedonealready.

Zee'sweddingisonSaturdaysoIguesswecandoit

afterwards.

Me:Ireallylovethis,itsevenconnectedtothedoor

thatleadstoourroom.Whendidyoubuyallthese

things?

Nkosi:Ihavemyways.I'mgladyouloveitbabe

WekissedandEmihlescreemed

Emihle:Daddydon'tkissmommy.

Nceba:Getaroomyouguys,we'retooyoungforthis.



Welaughedatthemandwenttoourroom.Itookof

myclothesandlaidonthebed.Idothiseveryday,

I'mjustalwaysfeelingveryhotandIneedtojust

relaxwithoutanyclotheson.Nkosinathicomplains

andsaysI'mtorturinghim.Hecameandlaidover

me

Me:Whatareyoudoing?

Nkosi:Kissingmywifeinalltherightplaces

Igiggledandhestartedkissingmyneck.Hewent

ontomybreastsandIwasalreadymoaningoutloud.

Nkosi:Sssh

Hewentdowntomynanaandstartedkissingit.

Me:Didyoulockthedoor?

Nkosi:Shit!

HerantothedoorandIjustlaughedathim.We

don'twantEmihleseeingwhatsheisn'tsupposedto

see.She'syoungbutIdon'tevenknowhowI'deven

faceher.Hewasmakingmefeelsogoodand

makingmybodyweak.Afterwehadalongsession

oflovemaking,hewenttotakeashowerwhileIwas



justlayinginbedtryingtocatchmybreathe.He

cameoutandhewasverysexy.Hewinkedatme

andlaidnexttome.

Me:Imetsomegirltoday,sheknowsyou.

Nkosi:Sheknowsme?Whoisshe?

Me:ShesaidIshouldsayhi.Shehasn'tseenyouina

while.ShesawmeonTVwithyousothat'showshe

knewI'myourwife.ShesaidhernameisNdiphiwe.

Nkosi:Ndiphiwe,mmmh.Ionlyknow2Ndiphiwe's

didshetellyouhersurname?

Me:No.She'sshort,darkwithlonghair.

Nkosi:Oohher.

Hestoodupandgotdressed.There'sdefinately

somethingheisn'ttellingme.

Me:Howdoyouknowher?

Nkosi:Wewereclassmatesinhighschool.She,she

wasclosefriendswithmysistersespecially

Nongcebo.

Me:Oh



That'sit?OhfunnyhowIthoughtthere'smoretoit

maybeitsjustallinmyhead.
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Anotherweekhaspassed,wehadabeautifulvery

romanticandpeacefulwedding.Therewasn'tmany

familymembersfromZee'ssideofthefamily,itwas

Snehand5ofhercousins,sometheydidn'teven

knowandoneaunt.ItreallyaffectedDannyandhe

wasworriedaboutthisbutattheendoftheday,

theywerehusbandandwifeandtheyarehappily

married.TheywenttoMauritiusfortheirhoneymoon,

Zeewasveryhappyandshedidn'tcareabouther

familynotbeingthere.BothherandSnehdidn'twant

themtocomebecausethey'veneverbeentherefor

themsotheydidn'tseeareasonwhytheyshould



cometotheweddingandpretendtobehappywhen

theydon'tevensupportit.DannymadesurethatZee

goteverythingshewantedandthatshewasvery

happyandindeeditwasagreatweddingfilledwith

loveandjoy.Nkosinathileftearlyforworktodayand

I'mjusthomealonewatchingtelevisionandstuffing

myselfwithfood.That'sallIdolately,justsitandeat.

IneedtomakesureIgotothegymafterIgivebirth,

I'vegainedtoomuchweightanditallneedstogo.

MybodyistimestwoofeverythingandNkosinathi

lovesit.Hesaysmybodyisverysexy,especiallymy

thighs.Hejustcan'tgetenoughofthem.Ididn'task

himmoreabouttheNdiphiwegirl,thatconversation

endedthereanditwasnevertalkedaboutagain.I

don'twanttoevenentertainit,I'msureshewasonce

oneofhissexflooziesandhecalledherjustwhen

heneedstoreleasehissperms.Iwonderhowmany

werethey?I'msurehe'sevenlostcount.Itdoesn't

upsetmemuchbecausethatwasbeforeIwaseven

withhim,that'she'spastandIunderstandthathe

neededtorelease.Soitreallydoesn'tbotherme.My

backhasbeenpainingfromthemorningandIjust

can'tignorethepainanymore,itreallyhurts.Itook



myphoneandtextedNkosi

"Comebackhome,NOW"Isentthetextandputmy

phonedown.Withinafewsecondsitranganditwas

Nkosi.

Nkosi:Babe?Iseverythingokay?

Me:No,I'minmassivepainandIdon'tknowwhatit

is.Mybackreallyhurts.

Nkosi:Holdon,I'monmyway.

Hedidn'tdropthecallandsodidI.Wesometimes

dothis,especiallywhenhe'scheckinguponme.He

sayshewantstocheckifI'mstillbreathingandalive,

thatnothing'swrongwithme.

"Ouch!!!Aaaaaah!!!"Iscreamed

Nkosi:Babe!BabeI'monmyway.Pleasejusthold

on.

Iwaskneelingonthefloorandscreaming

Nkosi:Nokukhanyaareyougivingbirth??

Me:Nodamnit!!Justcomehome!!!

Iwascryingandcouldn'thandlethispainanymore.I



justvomitedonthefloor.EverythingI'veeatentoday

hasjustallcamebackinafloodofvomit.

Nkosinathibargedinandrantome

Nkosi:Ohshit!OkaywaitI'llbeback.

Hecamebackwithatowelandtwobuckets,one

hadwaterandtheotherwasempty.Hegavemethe

otheronesoIcouldvomitinitwhilsthecleanedup

thefloor.ItriedtostandupbutIcouldn't

Nkosi:Wait,you'llhurtyourselfMaMkhize.

Hecametomeandcarriedmetothecar.Herushed

backinsideandafterabout10minshewasbackand

hehadevenchangedintoablackNiketracksuit.He

droveoffanditseemsasifwe'regoingtoDr

Khanyile.Iwonderifhe'sevenmadeanappointment,

butthisisNkosinathi,hedoesn'tmake

appointments.

Nkosi:Doyouknowwhatiswrongwithyou?

Me:No

Itstruewhentheysayahealerdoesn'thealhimself.

I'magynaecologist,pregnantwomancometome



whentheyhaveproblemsandIalwaysknowwhat's

wrongandhowtotreatthem.Butnow,I'mthe

pregnantone,Idon'tevenknowwhat'swrongwith

me.WegottothehospitalandNkosinathicarried

meandwentintoDrKhanyile'sofficewithouteven

goingtothereception.Hedidn'tevencarewhatthe

receptionistwassaying.LuckilyDrKhanyilewasn't

busywithanypatientandsheallowedusin,itsnot

likeshewasgoingtosaynoanyways.

Nkosi:Whatiswrongwithher?Isthebabyokay?

Me:Nkosinathi,shehasn'tevendoneanycheckup

onme.

Nkosi:I'mjustworried

Dr:ItsunderstandableMrMkhize.Wheredoesithurt?

Me:Myback.Rightatthebottom.

Iturnedandsherubbedmybackanddidascan.She

didanultrasoundscanandIsawwhatwasthe

problem.Whydidn'tIthinkofthisearlier?WowI

didn'texpectthistohappen.

Dr:I'msureyouknowwhat'swrongnow



Me:YesIdo.

IstartedcryingandNkosinathiwaspanicking

Nkosi:Couldyoubothjusttellmewhat'sgoingon?

Me:Thebabyhaschangeditsposition.

Nkosi:How?Whatdoesthatmean?Isitbadforthe

baby

Dr:Thebabyisn'tsupposedtochangeposition.

She'sclosetohavingababyandtheheadmustbe

downhere,notupthere.Lookatthis,seethatisnot

good.

Nkosi:Thanhowwillitchangeback?

Dr:Itwill.Butitcanreallyaffectthebaby.She'sjust

sittinginastrangeposition,it'sdangerous.

Me:Theumbilicalcordcangoallaroundherneck

andthatmightleadtohernotsurviving

Nkosi:Whatdoyoumeanbynotsurviving!Changeit

back!

Nkosinathicanbesocluelessaboutbabiesyou'd

swearhemightjustbeactingdumb.



Me:ChangeitbackNkosinathi!Putyourdamn

handsrightintomyvirginaandchangethedamn

position!

HewasreallyupsettingmeandIjustwanttogo

home!

Me:TakemehomeNkosinathi.

Nkosi:Babebutthedoc...

Me:Takemehome!!!

She'sgoingtotellmesomethingIknow.Thebaby

willchangebackit'sposition.Ijusthavetoeatthe

rightfoodanddowhat'snecessary.

Dr:Takeherhome,youknowwhattodo.Shegave

mealistofthefoodsIshouldeatandIgaveitto

Nkosinathi.Hecarriedmebackintothecar,hejust

thinksIcan'twalk.Icanusebothmyfeetbuthe

insistsoncarryingme.ItextedBelinda,"Ineedyour

ball"

"Comefetchitplease"shereplied

Me:PassatLubah'splease.

Nkosi:Okay



Belindawasalreadywaitingforusatthegate.

Nkosinathitookitandputitintheboot,hewasvery

confusedastowhywecametofetchabiground

bouncygymball.

Nkosi:Andthen?

Me:I'llexplainlater.

WegothomeandNkosinathicalledthechefto

preparewhatwasonthemenuDrKhanyilegaveus.I

wenttothegymroomandhefollowedmelikeI'ma

lostpuppy.

Nkosi:Whatareyoudoing?

Me:Comehelpme.

HeheldmeandIsatontheballnearthewallsoI

couldn'tfall.WedidsomeexercisesandIlaidonmy

backandliftedmylegswhilehewasholdingthem

Nkosi:Thisisweird,Ijustwannashagyourightnow

Me:Nkosinathi,focus.

Igiggledandhekeptongrabbingmybutt.Aftera

fewexercisesIwastiredandweshoweredtogether.

Ilaidonthebednakedandhewenttogetmyfood.



ItlookedgoodbutIknowitwon'ttastegood,I'm

reallynotafanofvegetables.Ireallyhatethemso

somuchbutIhavetoeatthem.Momusedtoforce

metoeatthem,she'devenfeedmewhileshehada

sticknexttous.WhenIfinallymovedfromhomeI

wasfreefromeatingvegetablesandI'djusteat

themonceinawhile.Iwasdonewiththeseugly

tastingvegetablesandIdranklotsofwatertowash

awaythetaste.

Nkosi:Youlooklikeasmallbaby.Maybeshe'sgoing

tolooklikeyou

Me:Shemightlooklikeyou,Nkosinathiwehaveto

startshoppingforclothesandeverythingelsewe'll

need.

Nkosi:Let'sdoitthisSaturday,Ihaveabacktoback

meetingsonFriday.

Me:Okay,haveyouthoughtaboutanybabynames?

Nkosi:YesIhave.

Me:And?

Nkosi:Itsasecret,you'llhearthenameonceshe's



born.Icannotwaittoholdher,I'mscaredshe'lljust

fall.

Me:Don'tworry,I'llteachyou.

Nkosi:Idon'tevenknowhowtochangeadiaper,I

knownothingaboutbabies.Itsreallystressingme

Me:CalmdownNkosinathi,everythingwillbeokay.

I'llteachyoueverythingyouneedtoknow.We'lljust

behavingmanysleeplessnights.Emihleusedto

stayawakeallnight,it'sreallyjustallstressful.Ihad

todomostthingsalone.Asmuchasitsstressful,its

thebestmomentever.IalwayswishedEmihle

wouldn'tgrow,babiesarejustsocuteespecially

whentheygrowtheirfirsttooth.

Nkosi:Iwould'velovedtoseeherwhenshewasstill

ababy.

Me:Ihaveherphotoalbum,butI'vejustnever

showedyou.Itsonthetopshelf.Onyourleftatthe

closetroom.

Hestoodupandwenttofetchit.Helaidnexttome

andwelookedatthepictures



Me:Thiswasherfirstbirthday,shewasfastasleep

butNdumisomadesureshehadahugeparty.You

wouldn'tsaythatitsababiesparty.

Nkosi:Shelookssocute.Whywasshecryinghere?

Me:Idon'tevenremember,butIhavemanyphotos

ofhercrying.EvenwhenshegotolderIstilltook

picturesofhercrying

Nkosi:You'reweird,whydoyouthat?

Me:It'sfunny.Ijustenjoydoingit.

Helaughedatmeandwekissed.Emihlecame

runninginandthrewherselfonthebed.

Me:Wheredoyoucomefrom??

Emihle:School

Me:YesIknowbutwehaven'tfetchedyou.

Emihle:Oh,UncleMphoandUncleAthifetchedme.

Theytakingusout

Nkosi:Wherearethey?

Emihle:Downstairs,momcomehelpmegetdressed.



Igotdressedfirstandwewenttoherroom.There

wassomuchnoisedownstairsIguessallthekids

arehere.Emihlereallydidn'tneedmyhelpwith

gettingdressed,butshejustwantedmearound.

She'smycutelittlegirlandshe'llalwaysbe

mommieslittleangelevenwhenshe'sallgrownup.

Mymotherneversawmeasagrownup,Iwas

alwaysherlittlegirl.Shewasjustthebestmother

everandImakesureIgivethesamelove,attention

andtimetomykidslikeshedid.Herchildrenwere

justeverythingtoher,shewasreallythebestmother

andImisshersomuch.I'vefoundamotherin

Nkosinathi'smom,shecallsalmosteveryday

checkinguponme.Wetalkandtalkforhoursand

we'vedevelopedatightbondtogether.Emihlewas

doneandwewentdownstairstogether.

Me:Heylittleones

Thereweremanyhello'sandhey'sbuttheyreally

weren'tpayingmuchattentiontome,theywerejust

watchingcartoonswhilehavingicecream

Me:Whereareyoutakingmykids?



Mpho:Toakidsgamefarm

Me:Agamefarm?

Athi:Yes.They'llgetreallydirtysobetterbereadyto

dosomelaundry

Me:Whereisthisgamefarm?

Mpho:JustoutsideDurban.We'llseeyoualllater

Athi:We'regivingyoutimetousethesekitchen

countersandwallspeacefully.

Nkosi:Wehavechildrenhere

Welaughedandtheywenttothecar.MphoandAthi

justlovespendingtimewiththekids.Ijusthopethey

don'tfeedthemcandyliketheydidthelasttime.

Nkosi:Iguessitsjustus

Me:Yepandwewon'tbeusingthewallsandkitchen

counter.Don'tgetMkhizeupfornothing

Nkosi:You'restingy

Me:Iknow,you'llgetmein2monthsor3

Nkosi:Nowthat'snonsense.Come,Ihave



somethingtoshowyou

Me:Whatisit?

Nkosi:Justcome...Ohsorry,letmetakethiscall.

Me:Okay

Heansweredthephoneandhelookedshocked

"Ndiphiwe"hesaid.OhnowthisNdiphiwegirlhas

hisnumbernow.Mxm,she'sgoingtoirritateme

beforeIevenknowwhatthehellisherstory.Hewas

donewithhisphonecallandIwaslookingathim.

Nkosi:ShesaysshegotmynumberfrommyP.A,

shecametoseemeatmyofficebutIwasn'tthere.

NowshewantsmetosendherNongcebo'snumber.

Me:Mmmh

Nkosi:What'sthatsupposedtomean?

Me:Nothing.

Nkosi:Iknowthere'ssomething.Comelet'sgo.

Heheldmyhandandledmetothegarage.

Me:Whatarewedoinghere?



Nkosi:Iwannashowyousomething.Iwannashow

youwhereIstarted.Thiswasmyfirstcar.

Me:What?

ItwasasmallwhitetazzwrittenNkosiontheside.

Itshardtobelievethatthisiswherehestarted.Now

hecandriveanycarhewantstodrive.

Nkosi:IwassoexcitedwhenIgotthiscar,Ifeltlike

I'vereallymadeitinlife.YouknowwhatIdidwith

myfirstpayment?

Me:Whatdidyoudo?

Nkosi:Iboughtalcoholandgotdrunk

Me:What!Nkosinathiwhydidyoudothat?

Nkosi:That'swhatI'vealwayswantedtodo,Imade

mydreamscometrue.WhenIputmymindon

somethingIdoit,Iknowyouseeitasbeingstupid

andcarelessbutit'swhatIwantedtodo.Andthen

aftertwomonthsofworking,Iboughtthiscar.Ithas

alotofmemories.

Wetalkedforawhileandwentbackinsidethe

house.HisphonerangagainanditwasNdiphiwe,I



answered.

Ndiphiwe:Nkosi

Me:Hello

Ndiphiwe:OhHi!Howareyou?

Me:I'mgoodandyourself

Ndiphiwe:I'mokay,IjustcalledNkosinathitoremind

him.Hehasn'tsentmeNongcebo'snumber.

Me:He'sabitbusy,I'llsendit.Willthatbeit?

Ndiphiwe:Yes.Thankyou

Iendedthecall,I'msobored.Ijustdon'tlikeherand

that'sit.

Me:What'sthestorybehindher?

Nkosi:Whatdoyoumean?

Me:Whatwasshetoyou?

Nkosi:Myfirst,thefirstgirlIeverhadsexwith.

Me:Oh

Thatjusthurtme,Idon'tknowwhybutIjustfeltso

jealousandIjustwenttowatchTV.



Nkosi:What'swrong?

Me:Nothing

Hedoesn'tseeanythingwrongwithwhathejusttold

me.HowcanbesocluelesssometimesIjustdon't

understand.Icanconfirm,Itotalhatethatgirl.

#NNBBF
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Todaywe'regoingshoppingwiththegirlsforthe

Disneylandtrip.NkosinathiandIhavebought

everythingweneededforthebabyandwe'llshopfor

moreclotheswhenthebabyhasarrived.Nkosinathi

andIhaven'tbeentalkingmuchandhestilldoesn't

understandwhyamIangryathim,Ialsodon't

understandwhyI'mstillangry.Wheneverthat



happenedithappened,shewashisfirstthanokay.I

cannotchangeanythingaboutthat.I'mjustenjoying

seeinghimsufferandbeconfused,I'mjustenjoying

beingangryathim.I'mgettingdressedandhe's

layingonthebedfrustrated,hedoesn'tknowwhatto

dowithhimselfwhenI'mmadathim.

Me:Helpmewithmyshoesplease

He'seyeswidenedandhehadasmileonhisface.I

guesshe'shappybecausethat'sthefirsttimeI

spoketohimtodaysinceyesterdayafternoon.He

putonmyshoesandforcedahugtome.Itried

fightinghimandmovingawaybutthishulkheregot

mecagedinhisarms.Iendedupgivinginand

huggedhimback.Imissedbeinginhisarms

Nkosi:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo.Nowletgoofme,Ineedtogo.

Nkosi:Who'spickingyouup?

Me:You'lldropmeoffatSiya's.

We'llbeflyingtotheUS,tomorrow.Thekidshave

wenttotheirlastdayatschool,itsgoodthat



nowdaystheseprivateschoolscloseinlate

November.Itmakesthingseasierforusbecause

we'llstayforaweekandwhenwecomebackwe'll

beofftoLangelihlesoI'llbereadytogivebirth.

Nkosishoweredandgotdressed,he'llbestaywith

PhilaandI'msurealltheguyswillbetheretoo.We

gottoPhila'sin15minutes,theyboughtanewhouse

inLaLuciasotheystayabitfarthanusinHillcrest.

AlothadalreadyhappenedinthathousesoIguess

theyjustneededafreshnewstartinanewhome.I

wasright,theguyswerealreadychillingtogether

andhavingbeerssoearlyinthemorning.Ntokozo's

stomachisshowingnow,she'salwayshadafigure

soitsnowveryvisible.DannyandZandywillmeetus

there.Mphomanagedtoorganizeaprivatejetforus

andmydoctordidsayitwasokayformetotravel.

Zandy:Let'sgoguys.

Phelo:Don'tforgettofetchthekidsat11:30

Athi:Goodbye,havefun.

HekissedSnehandwewavedgoodbyetothem.

Zandy:Guys,Mphoisgettingreallyserious.He's



talkingaboutmarriageandbabies

Bee:So?

Zandy:Isn'tittoosoon?

Kamo:Noitsnot

Me:Lookatme,I'mmarriedandexpectingababy

yetNkosinathiandIhaven'tevenfinishedayear

together.Italljusthappenedsofast.We'llfinisha

yeartogethernextyearinMarch.

Siya:ItsNovembernowsoallthishappenedina

spaceofjust8months.

Zandy:We'vebeentogetherforjust5months,I'm

justsoscared.

Ngamso:Mphoisagoodguy,he'llunderstandif

you'renotready.

Zandy:NotthatI'mnotreadyguys

Siya:Thanwhatisit?

Zandy:I'mjustscared.

WegottoGatewayandstartedourshopping.



Belinda:Iunderstandyou'rescaredbuthavinga

familyisreallythebestthingthatcouldhappentoa

woman

Zandy:I'llthinkaboutit.

Zandile'smotherwasveryhappywhenshemet

Sbahle,itsalwaysjustbeenthetwoofthembutthey

bothwelcomedandlovedSbahle.She'salsocoming

withusbutshe'sstillatschoolnow.She'sdoing

reallywellandeveryone'sproudofher.Pheloand

MayiarrivedlastnightandNcebahasbeenaround

sinceshecameback.Thapelohasgrownsomuch

heevenhasabeardjustlikeNkosi.Itlooksgoodon

himtoo.

Me:I'mtirednow

Ntokozo:Metoo

Bee:Thepregnantladies,letsgotoarestaurantso

wecansitdownandeat.

#Nkosi

Ihateitwhenshe'sangryatmeandIthinkIknow



why,shemightbeangeredbythefactthatNdiphiwe

hasbeencallingmeandthatshe'smyfirst.That'sall

inthepastnow,IlastsawNdiphiwefouryearsago

whenshewasabouttoleaveandgobacktothe

FreeState.Wenevercontactedeachotherever

again.

Me:Guys,Ndiphiweisback

Mpho:TheeNdiphiweMajikijela?

Me:Yes

Lyanda:Wow,justwow.

Athi:Didyouseeher?

Me:No.ShesawNcebaandNayeatthemalland

wenttothemsincesheknewNayeismywife.She

sawthatonTVandapproachedthem.Afterthatshe

wenttomyofficeandaskedformynumberthan

calledmewantingNongcebo'snumber.

Bonga:DidyoutellNayewhosheis?

Me:Yes

Athi:Andshewasfinewithit?



Me:I'mnotsure.Itoldhershewasaveryclose

friendtoNongceboandthatshewasmyfirst,the

firstgirlIeverhadsexwith.

Mpho:Andyousaidit,justlikethat?

Me:Yes

Phila:Youhavenofilter,youdidn'tevensugarcoatit

orputitinawaythatwouldn'thurther?

Me:Iwasbeinghonestwithher.

Lyanda:Nkosinathi,that'syourproblem.Your

communicationskillsarewack.Youshould'vesat

downwithherandtalkedtoherpolitelyand

explainedeverything.

Thabo:DidyoutellherNdiphiwewasyourfuck

buddyforyearsandyears?Youalmostmarriedher

Me:Iwouldn'thavemarriedNdiphiwe.Our

relationshipwaslongyesbuttherewasnolove.

Phila:Youevenfuckedwithherthenightbeforeshe

left.

Me:SheaskedforitsoIgaveittoher.



Athi:Ijustthinkyoushouldexplaintoher.Isshe

hereinDurbannoworinLangelihle?

Me:Idon'tknow

Mpho:JusttellNayeeverythingNkosinathi.

Me:OkayIwill.

Ididn'tseeitasmuchofabigdealastheymakingit

toseembutI'lltalktoNayeaboutit.Ijustdon'teven

knowwheretostart.Thingis,Idon'tevenknowhow

totalktoNayeoranyoneelseforthatmatter.This

thingofopeningupandcommunicatingjustisn'tfor

me.Wehadmorebeersandwenttofetchthekids

fromschool.WegotbacktoPhila'sandthey

changedwhileweorderedburgersforthemat

steers.

Jabu:Imissmykidsattimes,youknowIwakeup

somedaysandwishtojustseethemandholdthem.

IdreamaboutmywifeandmykidsbutwhenIwake

upI'mbacktoreality.Todayismywife'sbirthday,I

can'tgetheroffmythoughts.

Mpho:Sorryman.You'reareallystrongguy,you'll

getthroughallofitoneday.



Thabo:Wewon'tlieandsayweknowhowitfeels

becausewereallydon't.Justbestrongman.

Me:We'realwayshereforyou.

Bonga:Drinksomewhiskey.

Lyanda:That'sthebestadviceyoucouldevergiveto

someoneBongani.

Jabulanilosthiswifeandkidsinacaraccident

beforewemetwithhim.Itwasreallytragicbecause

atthattimehejustlosthislifeandlosteverythinghe

owned.Hepickedhimselfupandroseagain.I'm

sureitisreallyhardforhim.

Mpho:AndNangamso?

Jabu:Ilikeher.ShemakesmehappybutIcan't

seemtomoveon.Idon'twanttobewithherand

makehersecondbestandthatshehastobeina

placewhereshedoesn'tevenknowwhereshe

standsinmylife.OrthatI'llbewithherbutI'mstill

thinkingaboutmywife.That'swhyIdidn'tmakeany

othermoveafterwewentonthatdate.

Me:Iunderstand.



Thabo:Iseeyounevertookoffthering.

Jabu:Idon'tthinkI'llevertakeitoff.

Bonga:Wegetyouman,wegetyou.

Thedeliverygothereandwegavethekids.Weleft

themattheplayroomwhiletheyate.Khanyawent

tohisdaddyandPhilafedher.TheQuadshavereally

grownandthethreeboysarejustfullofmischief.

Wherevertheyare,there'strouble.Theytakeafter

theirfather,Philawasjustalwaysatroublemaker.

Aftersometimethekidsfellasleepandwewere

alreadytiredandhungry

Mpho:Wherearethoseladiesnow?We'rehungry

Bonga:Wehaveachefhere.Thaboworkyourmagic

Thabo:Ihaveawife,she'llcookforme.

Lubah:Wedidn'tpaylobolafornothing

Welaugheditoff,theseidiotsaregettingdrunk.

Luckilyweheardcarsparkingoutsideanditwas

them.

Athi:Perfecttiming.We'reveryhungry



Thaps:Ourstomachsaregrowling

Nceba:Whydidn'tyoumakeanysandwiches

Phila:Wewerelazy

Siya:Didyouevenfeedthekids?

Bonga:Yeswedid.

Kamo:Wegottakeaways.

Lyanda:Ahomecookedmealwouldbenice

Me:Highlyappreciated

Naye:Youarecrazy.Comeeat,you'renotgetting

anyhomecookedmeal.

Sneh:I'llgocheckonthekids.

Athi:I'llcomewithyou

Phila:Don'tmakeourkidswatchlivepornplease

Athi:Youass!

HethrewapillowathimandPhilawinked.Iwentto

mybeautifulwifeandkissedhercheek.Shewas

eatingprawnsandagreensalad.

Me:I'vemissedyou



Naye:Reallywhatdidyoumissaboutme?

Me:Everythingaboutyou,especiallythislittleone

here.

Naye:She'schangedbackintotherightposition

Me:Howdoyouknow?

Naye:I'mthedoctorhereNkosinathi.

Ilaughedatherandshewasreallyirritated.Her

moodchangeseverysecond.Weateandhadafew

morebeers.Aftersometimethekidswokeup

Me:Let'sgetgoing

Naye:Yes,westillhavealotofpackingtodo.

Siya:Ihavealotofpacking.Ihavetopackfor

7people

Nceba:I'llstayandhelpyou

Siya:Youthebestlittlesisterever.

Thaps:I'malsostaying

Lyanda:You'resogluedtoher.

Thaps:Whateverman



Emihledidn'twanttogohomewithus.Shewasstill

playingwiththeotherkids.IdroveoffandNayewas

stilleating,itwaschickengizzardsthistime.My

daughterreallyhasabigappetite

Me:Willyoubreastfeed?

Naye:YesIwill.Wellitwilldependifyourdaughter

likesbreastmilk.Emihledidn't,sheusedtodrink

formula.

Me:Interesting.Ijustcannotwaittohavethebaby

around,Emihlewon'tgetboredanymore.

Wegothomeandwentstraighttothemain

bedroom.Wesatdownatthewalkinclosetspace

andtooksuitcasessowecouldpack.Maybethisis

therightmomentformetotalktoheraboutthis.

Me:WeneedtotalkNokukhanya.

Naye:Soundsserious.

Me:I'mnotsureifitsthatserious.Butanywaysits

aboutNdiphiwe.Wewenttohighschooltogetheras

youknowandshewasreallyclosefriendswith

Nongcebo.Butthatisn'tjustit,wegotintoa



relationshipwhenwewereingrade11andthat's

whenitallhappened.Ourrelationshipwasfunbut

therewasn'tanylove.Icouldn'tloveher,Ididn'teven

knowhowtoloveagirlNaye.Wehadsexmorethan

havingagoodrelationshiplikeanyothercouple.It

didn'tworkoutwhenwewereinmatricbutwewere

stillfucking.Wewenttothesameuniversity

togetherandthingsworkedout,wegotback

togetherandIthoughtitwouldbegoodifImarried

her,butIendedupnotproposingbecauseIrealized

thatIdon'twanttospendtherestofmylifewith

someoneIdon'tlove.Icheatedonheralot,she

knewIwasafuckboyandhonestlyIdon'tknowwhy

thehelldidshestaywithmeforsolong.We

graduatedandwentbacktoLangelihlewe'dmeet

andfuck,thatswhatourrelationshipwas.Soone

night,4yearsagoshecametomeandtoldshe's

leaving,thatshe'sgoingbacktotheFreeStateand

shewantedtobewithmeforthelasttime.Wegot

drunkandhadsex,thenextmorningshewokeup

andleft.ThatwasthelasttimeIeverheardfromher

untilnow.



Naye:Wow

Icouldn'treallytellwhethershewasupset,orhurtor

justfine.Ireallycouldn'ttellhowshefelt

Naye:Whyareyoutellingmethis?

Me:BecauseI'mbeinghonestandI'mopeningup.

I'mtellingyoubecauseIwantyoutoknow,Iknow

you'vebeenwonderingwhat'swithherandIneeded

totellyou.

Naye:Thankyoufortellingme.Howmanywere

thereNkosinathi?

Me:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Naye:Howmanygirlsweretherebeforeme?How

manydidyousleepwith?

Wow,Ididn'texpectthisquestion.Idon'twantto

hurtherbutIhavetomehonest.

Me:TheynevermeantanythingtomeNaye

Naye:IknowbutIjustwanttoknowhowmanywere

there?

Me:I'dbelyingifIsaidIknewbuttherewasalot.



Onenightstands,hookups,someIjustmetin

varsityparties,someI'dgoondateswiththenwe'd

gofuck.Naye,IhaveabadpastandIwasaplayer,a

fuckboy.AllIcaredaboutwasmyselfandmydick.I

didn'tcareabouttheheartsIbroke.Girlswantedme

andIusedthattomyadvantage,Iwasselfish.

Naye:See,Zimicameback,Siwacame,Ndiphiweis

back...Nowmyquestionis,howmanymoremustI

expecttocomeback?HowmanymorewillIhaveto

meetandknowtheyoncehadthesamedickI'm

having?

Shestoodupandleftmetherethinkinghardabout

whatshehadjustsaid.She'sright,mypastis

catchingupwithmeandit'shurtingtheonlywoman

I'veeverloved.Theonlywomanthatownsmyheart.

IloveherandI'veneverlovedanyoneelse.Iwentto

herandshewasstandingatthewindowlooking

outside.Iheldherandkissedherneck.

Me:Naye,I'msorry.I'vebeenafoolandmadesome

stupid,verystupiddecisionsinmylifeandIdidn't

thinkaboutmyactionsandhowitwouldaffectme

inthefuture.Theycanallcomeback,makealine



here,begandcryformebutthey'dnevereverhave

me.You'retheonethatownsmyheart,you'rethe

oneIloveNokukhanya.Ichanged,andIchangedfor

you.Myheartisyours,andonlyyoursMaMkhize.I

loveyou

Shenoddedandlaidonmychest.Shereallyisthe

onlyoneforme.Wewereborntobetogether,we

wereboundbyfate.
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"Hurry!Hurry!Hurry!Idon'twantustobelate"

Emihleshouts

Shewastheonewhowokeupfirst,howcanshenot

sleepaftersuchalongflightwehadyesterday.We

arrivedherejustaftermidnightandnowshewakes



usupsoearly.Disneylandwon'trunaway.

Nkosi:We'reup

EversinceIgotpregnantNkosibecameadeep

sleeper.Iwokeupandtookashowerwhilehewas

withEmihle.Igotdressedinayellowlongsummer

dressandflip-flops,myfeetaretoobigtobein

othershoes.Itiedmybraidsintoabunandwentto

havebreakfast.Emihlewasalreadydressedand

ready

Me:Morningbabygirl

Emi:MorningMom,how'smylittlesister?

Me:She'sdoinggood,she'sgrowing.You'regoingto

beabigsistersoon.

Nkosi:I'llgogetready.

Webookedalodgebecausestayingatahotel

wouldn'tbeagreatidea,thesechildrenneeda

backyardsotheycanallgoplaywhenevertheywant

to.Luthandowalkedinandshelookedirritated

Me:What'swrongmybaby?

Luthando:Momistakingherowntime.Shedoesn't



understandthatwe'llbelate.

Me:I'llhityourmother.She'sasillymom

LuthandoandThembelihlearenow5yearsoldand

thequadsare3yearsold.Childrengrowupreally

reallyfast,thislittleoneinherewillbejoiningthem

soon.AfterNkosiwasreadyweallwenttothe

lounge

Mpho:Morning

Me:Morning

Mpho:Howareyouholdingup?

Me:I'mallgoodjustheavy

Mpho:Don'tworry,youhaveahulkhere.He'dcarry

youatanytime.

Mpho,he'sjustthemostcaringandthemost

understandingofthemall.He'sagreatguybuthe

hasthissidetohim,theoneIcouldnever

understand.Everyonewasreadyandweallroadsled

toDisneyWorld,wegotthereandthekidswerevery

excited,plusNtokozo.Wewalkedaroundandsaw

manyDisneycharacters.Wespentalmosttwohours



walkingaround

Me:I'mtired

Ntokozo:Metoo.Ineedtositdown

Nkosi:Youguyscangobacktothelodge.We'llbe

herewiththekidsallday

Phelo:Yesladies,let'sjustgochillandenjoyFlorida

Sheseemsprettyexcited,welaughedatherandZee

droveusbackhome.Shelooksveryhappyandshe's

evenglowing.Marriagegothergoodhey.Wegotto

thelodgeandItookoffmydressandworearobe.

Ngamso:Let'sgositoutsideandhavesome

champagne

Bee:Goodidea

Wewentthereandoutsidenearthepool.Wesat

downandtheypouredchampagnewhileIhadjuice,

Ntokozohadwater.Theseladiesareonamissionto

getdrunk

Belinda:SowehavetwoMrsVirginsinhere.

Kamo:Youladiesaremissingout,whatthehelldo



youdowhenyou'rehorny?

Nceba:Who'stheothervirgin?IthoughtIwasalone

inthis

Me:Noyou'rewithPhelo

Phelo:(clearsthroat)You'realonesweetheart

Wewereallshocked

Sneh:What!Startexplaining!

Me:IseeMayibongwedoesn'twastetime!

Zandy:It'saMkhizething,Nkosigotyoupregnantin

just3monthsofyouguysbeingtogether.

Me:Whatever

ItfeelslikeI'vebeenwithNkosiforyearsyetithas

onlyjustbeen11months,almostayear.We're

alreadymarriedandexpectingachildyetother

coupleswouldstillbeinthe"we'restillgettingto

knoweachother"phase.

Siya:StarttalkingPhelokazi

Phelo:SoIhadjustcamebackfromworkandI

calledacabtotakemetomyapartment.AfterIhad



fresheneduptherewasaknockonthedoor,he

knowswhattimeIgethomesohecameover.We

chilledforlikeanhourandhesaidweshouldgoout

fordinner.Igotdressedandwewentout.

MayibongweandIaretwodifferentpeoplebutwe

justhavethisconnectionIcan'tevendescribesohe

finallyaskedmetobehiswomanandIsaidyes.We

wenttohisapartmentandwestayedupandtalked,

itwasaround1amwhenitallhappened.Andladies,

Iain'tnovirginanymore.

Zee:Mmmh!Mmmh!Nononoyou'renotgivingus

allthedetails

Welaughedandshewentinonthefulldetails.You

couldseehowhappyshewasandtherewasjusta

sparkinherface.ShewasreallyhappyandI'malso

veryhappyforher.MayibongweisagoodguyandI

knowhe'lltakegoodcareofher

Zandy:Ladies,sexisgood.Idon'tknowhowI'llbe

abletostayawayfromMpho'sdick.Itjustscreams

outmynamebymejustlookingatit.Iguesshaving

afewbabieswon'thurt.



Sneh:Listentothat!He'sdickmustberealgoodif

you'retalkinglikethat.Weren'tyouscared?

Zandy:I'veseenhowheiswiththekidsandhereally

wantshisownchild.I'vebeengivingitsomethought,

hehasmoneyandIknowmychildwillbewelltaken

careof.SoIguessitisn'tabadideaafterall.

Me:I'mactuallygladtohearyousaythat,you're30

now.Youshouldbehaving3kids

Zandy:Never!Justoneisfine

Belinda:Luthandogetsreallybored,yourchildwillbe

bored.

Me:That'showitiswithEmihle,that'swhythey

alwayswantsleepovers.

Ntokozo:Beingtheonlychildreallysucks.

Kamo:Ilikeitwhenwehavesexonthefloor.

Zee:IlikeitwhenI'mhandcuffedandhehascontrol

overme

Siya:Youladiesaregettingnaughty!WellIlove

havingsexonthekitchencounter.



Nceba:I'mneverhavingmyfoodthere,likenever

ever.

Siya:Thandon'tcometomyhousebecausewe've

hadsexallover.Evenyoursmallfavoritecouch

Ngamso:We'retooyoungforthis!

Sneh:Ohcomeon!I'msureyou'reasnaughtyaswe

are.

Ngamso:Ihaven'thadsomeinawhile.

Kamo:What'sgoingonbetweenyouandJabu

anyway?

Ngamso:Idon'tknow,we'regoodfriendsIguess.I

don'tthinkhelikesmesoIwon'tgetmyhopesup

fornothing.Ijusthavetoworkongettingoverthis

crushIhaveonhim.

Me:Aaahsorrybabe.Didyoutellhimaboutit?

Ngamso:Hellno!Iwon'tdothat.

Belinda:Why?

Ngamso:I'mnotdesperateplusheseemslike

there'salotgoingonwithhimsoI'lljustgetover



him.Hemightevenhavehisowngirlfriend.

Nangamsodoesn'tknowthatJabuwasonce

marriedandhelosthiswifeandkids.We'renot

goingtotellhereither,itsnotourplacetodoso.

Jabuwilltellherwhenthetimeisright.Inever

thoughtthatwe'dbeallmarriedandinlovebunchof

friends.Italljustworkedoutperfectly,Iguessitwas

alwaysGodsplanforthingstobethisway.We

continuedtalkingandwereallyhadagreattime

together.

Zee:Ihavesomethingtoshowyou,I'llberightback

Wesatandwaited.Shecamebackwithasmall

suitcaseandopeneditup.Weallscreamedwhen

wesawwhat'sinthere!Thiskinkyassbitch!!

Me:WhatthehellMrsMcKenziewhathaveyoubeen

upto?

Zee:I'vebeen...What'stheword?

Kamo:Whatword?

Zee:Experimenting,yesthat'sthewordI'mlooking

for.I'vebeenexperimentingladiesandtrustme,itsa



wholelottafun.

Shehadhandcuffs,whips,somethingsI'venever

evenseenbefore.

Me:Whatthehellareyoudoingwithavibrator?

Zee:Fortimeswhenhe'snotaround.

Bee:Ialsohaveone

Zandy:Metoo

Therewasalotof"Metoo's"thatfollowed.Iguess

I'mtheonlyonethatdoesn'townavibratorhere.

Me:Andwhydoyouhavewhip's?Theyeven

differentkinds,therewasonewhichseemedlikea

leather,onewasmadeofstrongplaitedfabricanda

smallsjambok.

Zee:JustalittlepunishmentwhenIgetnaughty.

IswearDannygoesallChristianGreyonherandshe

lovesit!

Zandy:Thisalllookssoexciting!Ishouldgetmyself

some.

Phelo:Never,Ican'timaginemyselfgettingall



whippedandchained!Itseemssoscary

Sneh:Painandpleasuresweetheart.Youshouldjust

getwildonceinawhile.Showhimwhatyou'remade

off!

Weallscreamedbecauseshegotontothetableand

startedstripping.Itsreallygettingallwildinhere!

Theladiesaredamndrunk.

Belinda:Shakewhatyourmammagaveyou!!

Me:Ohyeah!

TheyweredancinganddancingwhileNtokozoandI

satdownandwatchedthem.

Phelo:Beasexypreggymama

Theypulledusupandwedancedwiththem,butwe

weren'tonthetable.Igottiredandsatdown.These

bitchesaremadandIlovethem!Siyawastwerking

formeandIkeptonthrowingmoneyather.Wewere

havingourownfunbutitwasdisturbedbysomeone

clearingtheirthroat.Weallstoppedandturned.Oh

lord!Openthedoorsofheavenandletusin!They

werestandingtherelookingatus.Noemotion,no



facialexpression,nosmile,nofrown.Just

emotionallessfaces.Itslikewewerehavinga

staringcontest,noonesaidanythingorevenmoved.

Mindyou,PheloandBeearestillontopofthetable.

Lubah:Goodgirlsgon'bad.

Really?Thisiswhathe'sgoingtosaytobreakthe

silence.Theystillstandingtherewiththeirhandson

theirbackslikesoldier's,I'msuretheythinktheyin

theforcehere.Speakingoftheforce,IthoughtI'd

missitonceweleftbutIdon't.Wehadagreattime

there,dodgingbullets,havinggunsandthedangerit

broughtbutI'mamotheroftwonowandI'mawife,

that'sallthatmattersinmylifenow.

Bonga:Iseeyou'reallstillpartyanimals,letusshow

youhowitsdone.Heturnedonthemusicandthey

starteddancing.

Zandy:Hellyeah!!Itsabouttogodown!!

Shestarteddancingtooandwelaughed.Weall

dancedtogetherforawhileandIsatdown,they

mustunderstand.I'mpreggy,Ican'tbeonmyfeet

forlong.Afterafewminutestheyalsojoinedme



andNkosinathisquashedhimselfnexttome,Idon't

knowwhyhedoesn'tsitonthenextseat.Hekepton

kissingmyshoulder,everyonewassittingwiththeir

partneranditwaskindaawkwardforJabuand

Nangamso,shelookedasifshe'sabouttocrybut

theguysdidn'tnotice.Shestoodup

Ngamso:Excuseme

Jabu:Nangamso!Nangamso!

Helookedsofrustratedandhekeptonrubbinghis

handstogether,I'venoticedhedoesthatalot.

Me:I'llgocheckonher

Siya:I'mcomingwithyou.

Shelockedherselfinherroomandyoucouldhear

shewascrying

Me:Ngamsosweetie,pleaseopen.

Ngamso:Ijustwanttobealoneguysplease

Siya:Wewon'tletyougothroughthisalone.

Zandy:Youdon'twantustocallJabuandhe'llkick

thisdooropen.



Ngamso:Don'tyoudare

Zandy:Thoughtasmuch,nowopenthisdamndoor.

Thegirlswereallherenow.Nangamsoopenedthe

doorandsherolledhereyes.

Zandy:See?Beingmeanalwaysworks

Sneh:Zandile,yourbloodisalwaysboiling.

Welaughedatherandwelockedourselvesinthe

room.

Nceba:YouknowwhatIdowhenThapeloupsets

me?

Ngamso:Whatdoyoudo?

Nceba:Icurseandfightwiththepillow,giveitatry

Kamo:That'ssounlikeyou.

Ngamsowaskillingtheinnocentpillow.Thefeathers

wereallovertheplaceandshewasreallyangry.

Ngamso:OkayI'mdone!

Belinda:Geezgirl,thepoorpillowisdeadnow.

Sneh:Menreallydriveuscrazy.Theycanbeso



complicatedyettheyalwayssaywe'rethe

complicatedones

Siya:Youcansaythatagain.

Me:Wesaytheyarecomplicatedandtheysaywe're

complicateditsalljustviseversa,apersonwill

alwayssaythey'reoppositegenderiscomplicated

becauseyouknowandunderstandyourgenderyet

youfindtheothercomplicated.Soattheendofthe

day,we'reallcomplicatedinourownway.

Bee:Whydoyoualwayshavesomethingsmartto

say?That'ssosmart

Zandy:Ifeellikeyou'vejustmessedupmybrain

cells.

Ngamso:Where'sthatchampagne,Ineedtodrown

mysorrowswithalcohol.

Sneh:Noyou'renotdoingthat,you'regoingtoget

yourfineassthereandsmile.Don'tlethimgetto

youandjusthavefun.Youguyswilltalkthings

through

Ngamso:Thankyouguys,you'rethebestsisters



anyonecouldeveraskfor.I'vefoundfamilyinyou

She'sright,we'renotjustfriends.We'refamily,we

sticktogethernomatterwhat.Wedon'tlettheother

fall,weholdeachotherandriseupstrongagain.We

areone,we'resisters.Idon'tknowwhatI'dbe

withoutthemandwhenoneisnotaround,we

alwaysfeelthattheirpresenceismissing.

Phelo:Let'sgoback

WewentbacktotheguysandIsatonNkosi.He

keptonrubbingmystomach

Belinda:Wherearethekids?

Mpho:Theywerealltootiredsoweputthemto

sleep.WellactuallyIputthemtosleep

Lubah:ButIhelped

Thabo:Youhelpedcarrythem.

Nkosi:ButIputKhanyatosleep,theolderonesslept

onourwayback.

Me:You'reseriouslygoingtoargueaboutwhoput

whotosleep?



Them:Yes!

Wejustlaughedatthem.Theycanbereallystupid

sometimes.Theyalwaysargueaboutstupidthings,

theyteaseeachotherandplaypranksonone

another,you'dsweartheyarejust5yearolds.Mayi

andPheloaregluedtoeachother,I'msurethese

twowillgetmarriedsoon.IhopePhelowillbeable

toconvinceMayibongwetostopsmokingweed.

Dannyisreallyhappy,hekeepsonplayingwithZee's

ringfingerandlookingatit.Iguesshestillcan't

believethattheyaremarried.Theyarestillintheir

honeymoonphase.IwonderhowNkosinathi

would'vebeenifwehadourwhiteweddingandgoto

ourhoneymoon.Iwonderifhe'dcrywhenwesay

ourvowsbutthat'sthatandI'moverit.I'llalways

wonderbecauseit'snevergoingtohappen.Which

remindsme,Ishouldburnthosedresses.Ialways

keeponforgetting.Idon'twanttoholdontothem

becauseI'llneverwearawhiteweddinggown.While

we'rejustsittingandtalking.Igotansmsfroman

unsavednumber.Whatthehell!?Itextedmygirlson

ourWhatsAppgroup.



Me:"Emergency101Ladies!!Inmyroom,NOW!"

Inoticedtheyalllookedattheirphonesandlooked

atmecuriously.Iwasthefirsttostandandthey

followedme.Ithinktheguysnoticedsomethingis

goingon.I'mnotabouttoexplaintothem.They'll

justhavetobestrong.WegotinandIlockedthe

door.

#NNBBF

Hopeyouenjoy!

Let'sgetto900likes!

Pleaselikeandcomment

[1/11,00:05]Tatenda:Insert52

Theysatthereandlookedatmeworried.Kamo

lookedlikeshewasabouttostrangleme.

Zee:Talk!

Me:Shesaysshewantstoseemeanditsurgent.

Kamo:Who?



Me:Ndiphiwe

Zee:Oh

Ngamso:Shedidn'tsayanythingelse?Callher

Zandy:Putitonloudspeaker.

Icalledheranditrangforawhilethansheanswered

Her:Hello

Me:Ndiphiwe,hi.Igotyourtext,whatisitabout?

Ndiphiwe:It'snotsomethingwecandiscussover

thephone.Couldwepleasemeetup?

Me:I'moutofthecountryandI'llhavetogoto

Langelihlefromhere.

Ndiphiwe:I'malsoinLangelihlesowecanmeet

whenyou'reback.Pleasedon'ttellNkosinathiabout

it.

Me:Okaygoodbye.

IendedthecallandIwasmorecuriousthanIwas

beforewemadethecall.

Siya:Idon'tunderstand



Me:Metoo,Ireallydon'tunderstand.There's

somethingweirdandoddaboutthis.

Phelo:Italljustleadstoonething,weshouldwait

andfindout.

Zandy:I'msocuriouswhenwillthisweekend?

Me:Let'snotletthisstayinourheadsandfocuson

enjoyingthisvacation,we'redoingitforthechildren.

We'llcrossthisbridgewhenwegettoit.AmIclear?

Theyallnodded.IhopeI'llbeabletoevendowhat

I'vejustsaidbecauseitwillbereallydifficultnotto

thinkaboutitatall.

Me:Nomentioningthistotheguys.Notasingle

word,iftheyaskwhatwecametotalkabout.We

sticktoonestory

Belinda:Whichis?

Me:Idon'tknow

Ngamso:We'lljustsayyouhadanemergency.Girl

stuffduringpregnancy

Me:Nkosinathiwillwanttoknowwhatitis.



Zee:We'llsayyoufeltyourunderweargettingwet

andwewenttocheckitout.

Kamo:Notconvincing

Ntokozo:We'lljustsayyoupee'donyourself,that'sit.

Siya:Idon'tthinkthey'llbuythatstorybutlet'sgotry

itbecauseIdon'thaveabetterlie

Bee:Whydowesucksomuchatlying?

Nceba:Becauseyousuckdicktoomuch.Youcan't

begoodatboth

Wealljustdidn'texpectthatandwelaughedout

loud.Therewasaknockonthedoor

Danny:Guys,iseverythingokay?You'vebeenin

thereforawhile

Zandy:No,we'reangry.LikereallyangryMr

McKenzieandZiyandadoesn'tevenwanttospeak

toyou.

Danny:Zee,zeebabytalktome.WhatdidIdo?I'm

reallysorry.

Wesecretlylaughedandhesoundedsoworried.We



weresilent

Danny:Pleasejustopenthedoorsowecanalltalk.

Mpho:What'sgoingonhere?

Hesoundedasifhewasapproachingthedoor.

Danny:Theyareangry.Idon'tknowwhy

Mpho:Whatdidyoudo?

Me:Thequestionyoushouldbeaskingiswhatdid

youalldo?Nowmoveawayfromthisdoor.

Phelo:Justleaveusalone,please.

Shesoundedsoconvincingandsoemotionallike

shewasgoingtocry.Weheardfootstepsandthey

werewalkingaway.WelaughedalittleandSneh

checkediftheywerereallygone.

Sneh:Iguesstherewon'tbeanyneedforustomake

upawhitelieanymore.We'lljustsithereforawhile

thencomeout.

Ntokozo:ButI'mhungry

Me:Metoo



Kamo:Pregnancythings,takethephonethereand

orderfood.

Phelo:ImissMayibongwe.

Siya:Ncooohnewlove.You'llbestrongfornowwe'll

pretendasifyou'reangryathim

Phelo:I'veneverevenbeenangryathim,Ijustcan't.

Bee:Howlonghasitbeen?

Phelo:Amonthand2weeks.

Theyaresocutetogether.Mayibongwenevergets

hiseyesofPhelo,I'msurehe'salsopanickingthere.

Thelovetheyhaveforoneanotherissostrongit

actuallyscaresmesomuch.Itsstillnewandthey

justhavethislove,thistoxiclove.Itsalmostsimilar

toNkosinathiandI,I'venoticedthattheway

Nkosinathilooksatmeisthesameway

MayibongwelooksatPhelokazi.The'I'llneverletyou

golook'The'Thisisforeverlook'Hegavemethat

lookwhenwefirstmet.It'sfunnyhowwejusthitit

offandgotalongsomuchwhenwehadjustmet.I

stillrememberthatnightlikeitwasyesterdayyetit

was4yearsago.Isometimesregretnotbeingwith



himfromthegetgo,maybethingswould'vewenta

differentwaybutIstilldon'tregrethowImadehim

wait,Ineverthoughthewouldbuthedid.Hereally

lovesmeandIseeitandfeeliteveryday.Noone

haseverlovedmelikeNkosinathiMkhizedoes.I

rememberthatnightwhenhecametome,thefirst

thinghesaidtomewas"You'reshort."Snehjust

laughed,shewasstandingnexttomeandIwasjust

dumbstruckandIcouldn'tevenrespond.Mypanty

wasliterallywet.Iwastakenawayandhereallyjust

charmedme.

"Idon'tknowifIshouldsaythankyouornot.Ijust

don'tknowwhattosay.YesIamshort."Ireplied

"Ilikeit.BythewayI'mNkosinathiMkhize"hekissed

myhandandleftmestandingthere.

"I'mNayeKhoza"Iwhisperedafterhehadwalked

away.

Thatnight,Icouldn'tevenconcentrateontheparty.

MymindwasjustonthisNkosinathiguy.Weallsat

downandhadtequilashotstogether,that'swhenwe

spokeagainandwespokeallnightlong.



Therewasjustsomethingabouthim,somethingthat

evennowIstillcan'tdescribe.HeisjustallIneed

andwant.I'msoinlovewiththisguyandIdon't

thinkthere'llevercomeadaywhereIdon'tlovehim.

Me:Okay,I'mgettingoutofhere.Iwanttobewith

myhusband

Ngamso:TheMkhizemengotyougoodhey.You

can'tstayawayfromthem.Ishouldgogetmyselfa

Mkhizeguy,dotheyhavecousins?Youshould

introduceme.

Kamo:MrJabulaniSheziwouldloosehismind

Ngamso:MxmJabudoesn'tknowwhathewantsin

life.

Therewasanotherknockonthedooranditwasmy

charminghusband.Justbyhearinghisvoicemade

mefeelbutterfliesinmystomach.Talkingabout

stomachs,thebabyhasn'tkicked,thelasttimeit

movedwaswhenitchangedtotherightposition.It

nevermovedfromthatday.

Nkosi:OpenuporI'llbreakthisdoor.



Sneh:Yourmandoesn'tevenbeg.Heisjustsucha

hulk.

Me:Justopenupalreadyguys

Zandy:He'sdickmakesyouweak.

Nkosi:Icanhearyou,nowopenup.

Kamoopenedthedoorandtheyallrushedin.Jabu

walkedinandgrabbedNangamsobythehandand

theywentout.

Athi:Whatwasthatabout?

WeshruggedandNkosinathiheldmystomachand

kissedme.

Nkosi:Youokay?

IignoredhimandlookedatSneh.Iguesswe'reall

nottalkingtothem.Okay,Iwannalaugh.Lyanda

seemedsoconfusedandhisfacialexpressionwas

justreallyfunnyIcouldn'tholditinanymore.Iburst

outinlaughterandIwastheonlyonelaughing.They

alljustturnedandlookedatmeconfusedandIhad

toexplain.

Me:Youguysshould'veseenLyanda'sface.Itwas



reallyfunnyguyslikereallyfunny.

Theyalldidn'tgetwhyIlaughedevenwhenI've

explained.Whatever,theyhavenosenseofhumor.

Bonga:Let'sgetoutofthisroom,Idon'twantMrs

Luthulitogetstuffedinoneroomwithsomany

people.

Nceba:There'snoMrsLuthuli.You'llhavetowifeher

firstbeforeyoucallherthat.

Bonga:ThanI'lldothat.Tellyouruncleswe're

comingonthe17thofDecember.

Withthatsaidhejustlefttheroomandhonestlywe

wereshockedandtheguysweresochilledaboutit

andseemedasiftheyalreadyknew.

Siya:Wait,amItheonlyonewho'sconfused?Didhe

justpropose?

Bee:Ialsodon'tknow.

Mpho:CongratulationsMrsLuthulitobe,Ihopeyou

canmaketraditionalbeer.You'remarryingintoa

verytraditionalfamily

Bee:ButIdidn'tevensayyes,hedidn'tevenaskme.



Shewashappyyetconfusedandfrustrated.I'mvery

lostandconfused

Wewentbackoutsidetowhereweweresittingand

therewasaringonBabalwa'schair.Bongacleared

histhroatbehindusandweallturnedandlookedat

him.Babalwawasalreadycryingsomuchyou'd

swearsomeonejusthither.

Bonga:BabalwaShezi,IfellinlovewithyoubeforeI

evenmetyou.IfelldeeplyinlovewithyouwhenI

metyouandIwastakenawaybyyourbeautyand

yourlovelyandinvitingpersonality.Iwasalways

afraidofcommitmentandfullylovingsomeoneuntil

Imetyou.Iwould'veproposedwhenwewentonour

firstdatebutIwasafraidtoscareyouoff.TodayI

foundthecouragetostandbeforeallourfriendsand

tokneelbeforeyouandaskyoutomakemethe

happiestman.TomakeyouMrsLuthuli,withthat

said.BabalwaShezi,wouldyoupleasemarryme?

Bee:Yes!YesIwillmarryyouBongani!Yes!

Shewassohappyandjumpingupanddown.They

huggedforawhileandIcouldn'thelpmyself,Ialso



cried.Itwassuchacuteandemotionalmoment.It

mademerealizewhogrownwe'vebecomeand

we'reallgettingmarried.We'rebuildingourown

homesandwe'remothers.We'removingtothenext

chapterofourlives.Icouldn'tbemorehappier.Iwas

layingonNkosinathi'schestandweallcheered.

Zandycamewithlotsofwineandjuiceformeand

Ntokozo

Nkosi:Iwantsomebeer,notwine.

Bonga:Countmein.

Hewenttotaketheirbeersandcaneback.

PhelokaziandMayibongweweregluedtogetherand

he'sgivingherthatlook.Sheseemshappy,that

makesmehappy.Nkosinathikeptonrubbingmy

stomach.Ilookedathimandheseemedvery

emotional,likeheisjustgivingup.He'sslowly

loosinghope.Whenwedidthescanthebabywas

thereandwasokayyetshewasbreathingtooslowly

andstilldoesn'tmove.Iguesswebothknowand

haveacceptedthatImightjustbecarryingababy

that'snotevenalive.Ithurtsandwekeepitinside

ourselvesandwe'venevertalkedaboutitatall.I



mightgivebirthanytimenextweekandhonestlyI'm

scaredandIkeeponthinkingoftheworst.Idon't

wanttogothroughloosingababy,I'veseenhowit

hurtswoman.I'vetoldnumerousofwomanthat

they'velosttheirbabies,Siyamthandaincluded.I've

seenhowithurtsthemandsomeevenendupin

psychiatrichospitalsduetothedepressionand

denial.Theythinktheystillhavebabiesandsome

evenstealotherpeople'sbabies.Itsaverytragic

thinganditssomethingnowomanshouldgo

through.Thejoyyouhavewhenyou'repregnantand

knowthateverysinglemorningsicknessisworthit

becausethere'salittleoneonthewaybutonlyto

findoutthatyou'llgohomeemptyhanded.Itsheart

breakingandIdon'tthinkwe'dbeabletogothrough

it.IrememberhowNkosinathiwaswhenSiyalost

thefirsttwins.Hewassoheartbrokenyou'dswear

thatitwashisownchildren.Hewasverysupportive

toPhilaandalwayswatchedoverSiya.

Nkosi:Wanttotalkaboutit?

Me:Aboutwhat?

Nkosi:What'sonyourmind?Iknowyou'reindeep



thoughts

Me:Youcanreadmindsnow?

Nkosi:Onlyyours,nowtalk.

Me:I'mthinkingaboutthebaby,whatifIloosethe

baby?

Nkosi:Don'tthinkofthatNokukhanya.Don'tloose

hope,comelet'sgotoourroom.

Me:Thechildrenarestillplaying?

Nkosi:Yes.Thiswastheirtripsoletthemenjoyit.

They'llcomeforsupperintwohours,don'tworry

theydideatduringtheday.Wegoteverything

covered.

Inoddedandwewenttoourroom.Somethingtells

mewe'reabouttohaveadeepconversationandI'm

nervous.Helockedthedoorandwelaidonthebed.

Nkosi:Naye,you'reagynecologistandyouknow

thesethings.Thebabyisn'tmovingatall,I'mworried

andnowyou'retalkinglikethis.Istheremoretothis

thanIknow?

Me:There'sahighpercentagethatthebabymight



notmakeitNkosinathi.Thisiscompletelyabnormal

anditreallyscaresme.

Nkosi:Honestly,I'malsoscaredbutI'mholdingon.I

don'twantustoloosehope,promisemewewon't

giveuponourchild?

Me:IpromiseNkosinathi.

Nkosi:ThankyouMaMkhize,Iloveyou.

Me:Whydoyouloveme?

Nkosi:Youmakemeabetterperson,Iloveyou

becauseyoulovemeandmademeknowhowit

feelstobelovedandItaughtmehowtoloveand

lovemyself.Naye,Iloveyoubecauseyoumakeme

happyandyounevergiveuponmeandeachand

everydayI'mencouragedtowakeupandbetherefor

myfamily.I'vedevelopedsidestomyselfthatIdidn't

knowandIlovehowIamwhenI'maroundyou.I

loveyoubecauseyou'redifferent,you'recharming

andyoursmileisabletomakethewholeplace

lightenup.Iloveyourcalmpersonalityandhowyou

arejustalwayssocalmandyoubringpeace.You're

calmnesssometimesscaresmebutIloveit.



Me:Whydoesitscareyou?

Nkosi:Itscaresmebecauseyouhaveasidetoyou

that'sjustatickingtimebomb.I'mscaredthatone

dayImightpushyoutotheedgeandI'llgetaside

thatIdon'tknow,you'redangerousNokukhanya.

Ilaughedathimandheseemedsoserious.

Nkosi:Imadeyouquittheforcebecauseitreveals

thatsidetoyouandIdon'tlikeit.Iwantyoutobe

alwayshappyandcalmandnotloathforblood.

Me:Nkosinathi,that'showyouare.You'rethe

dangerousonehere.You'rescary,youshouldsmile

more.

Nkosi:I'malwayssmilingwhenI'mwithyou.You

makemesmile

Me:LikepubliclyNkosinathi.Otherpeoplehave

neverseenthatbeautifulhandsomesmile

Nkosi:It'sonlyforyoutosee.Onlyforyou

Me:Iloveyou

Nkosi:Iloveyoutoo.



Me:Nowsingforme

Nkosi:You'recrazy,I'mnotdoingthat.

Me:Youdon'twanttoseemecry.

Nkosi:That'sblackmail.

Me:YeahIknow.

Nkosi:OkayI'llsing.

MyphonebeepedanditwasanSMSfromNdiphiwe,

itsaid"PatientlyWaiting..."IstaredatitandIgot

morecuriousthanIwasearlieron.

Nkosi:Whowasthat?

Me:Noone.Nowsing

Helookedatmeanddidn'tseemlikehebelievedme.

Isangformeanyways.Hereallyhasabeautiful

voiceandIcan'tevensing.Nkosinathidoesnteven

usehisgift.Itsjustsomethinghecandoandit

doesn'tmakeanydifferencetohim.Iwonderifmy

babywilllooklikehim.

#NNBBF



Hopeyouenjoy,Idon'tthinkyou'rereadyforwhat's

comingup

Let'sgetto900likes!

Pleaselikeandcomment

[1/11,00:06]Tatenda:Insert53

It'sbeenamonth,anothermonthofpregnancy.I'm

10monthspregnantwithababythatdoesn'tmoveat

all.I'vewentforscans,wenttodifferentdoctorsbut

noneofthemknowwhatisgoingonwithmy

pregnancy.Nkosinathievengotaspecialistfrom

Canadabutallhetolduswasthatthereisababy

insideyetsheisn'tmovingandIwasn'tgoingtogive

birthduringDecember.Emihle'abirthdaypartywas

heldhereinLangelihleanditwasareallyhugeparty

forsomeonewhoisjustturning8.Nkosinathi's

birthdaywaslastweekandhedidn'tevencare.I

spentmynewyearsnightinbedsleeping.I'veturned

intothishugeballoonthatisveryuglyandmyfaceis

blackandswollen.IlookhorribleandIfeelhorrible.

Nkosinathireallytriestomakemefeelbetterand

he'sreallythereformebutIcanalsoseeinhisface



thathe'slostallhopeandallofthisishardonhim.I

triedexplainingtohimbutmyexplainationjust

confusedhim.IthinkitsPosttermpregnancywhen

theycan'tcalculatewhenexactlywillIgivebirthdue

tomyirregularmenstrualcycle.Whenthemenstrual

periodisirregularitisverydifficulttojudgewhen

theovarieswillbeavailableforfertilizationand

subsequentpregnancy.I'mjustatapointwhereI'm

alivebutIdon'tfeellikeit.Emihlesleptwithuslast

nightandshewaskickingusallnightlong.

Nkosinathiwokeupandsleptonthefloorbecause

hejustcouldn'tsleepwithEmihlekickingsomuch.

I'mstillinbedandI'mactuallynoteventhinkingof

gettingoutofhere.IwonderwhenEmihlewokeup

becauseIdidn'tevenhearherwhenshewokeup.

I'msureshe'salreadyhavingbreakfastwith

Nkosinathi.SheenjoysbeinginLangelihleandshe

hasmadeafewfriends.Nkosi'smomwalkedinwith

atrayoffood.She'sbeenreallysupportiveandI

reallyappreciatehavingheraround.

MaQ:Morningmyangel.Howyou'refeelingtoday?

Me:Sameasyesterdayandyourself?



MaQ:I'mgood.Youneedtoeatandgetoutofthis

room.

Me:IthinkI'lljuststayinhereallday.

MaQ:Ifyouinsist.Eatup,I'llsendsomeonetocome

gettheplatesonceyou'redone.

Me:Thankyou.

ShewalkedoutandIputthetrayaside.Idon'thave

anyappetite.Idon'tfeellikeeatingatall.Ijust

wannasleepalldaylong.Ndiphiwe,wewere

supposedtomeetthedayafterwecamebackfrom

thestatesbutIwasbusyandshewasn'tin

Langelihle.Shecamebackyesterdayandwe'llmeet

somewherethisweek.Ilostinterestinwhatshehad

tosaybutI'llstillmeetupwithherbecauseshe

insistsandmyfriendsarestilltoocurious.

NkosinathiwalkedinafterawhileandIpretendedto

befastasleep.Icouldhearhisfootstepsandhewas

walkingaroundtheroom.

Nkosi:Iknowyou'reawake,don'tpretendtobe

asleep.

HekissedmyforeheadandIopenedmyeyes



Me:HowdidyouknowIwasn'tasleep?

Nkosi:Iknowyouandeverysinglethingaboutyou.

Nowwhydidn'tyoueat?

Me:I'mnothungry.

Nkosi:YouhavetoeatNaye,youdidn'teveneatlast

night.

Me:Idon'twantthisfood.Iwantsomethingelse,

YoghurtandMuesliwillbebetter.

Hestoodupandcalledaservant

Her:MyPrince

Shebowedandhenoddedthaninstructedhertoget

meYoghurtandMuesli.Istillcannotgetusedto

havingservantsdoingeverythingforme.Theyeven

wantedtowashmybra'sfor,thatspartofmy

underwear.Nooneshouldwashsomeoneelse's

underwears.Theyarealwaysaroundanddoing

everything,IamlazybutIlovedoingthingsfor

myselfbecausethatwayIgettodothingsmyway.

BeingcalledPrincessandbeingfollowedby2girls

everywhereIgoisn'tanyfun.Theyfollowmeeven



whenI'mgoingtothebathroom.Nkosinathialways

laughsatmeandsaysI'llgetusedtoit.He'susedto

theguysthatfollowhimaroundandthere'sonethat

heisclosesttohere.Hedoesattendmanycouncil

meetingsandisalwayswithhisfatherdoingthings

regardingtotheKingdom.Iguessheisslowly

realizingthathehastoacceptthathe'llbeonthe

thronenextandhe'sstartingtotakeupduties.And

gettingtoknowmorethanhealreadydoes.Asfor

mebeingQueenoneday,uhmallIcansayisthatI'm

notreadyandI'llstilllearnthingsandattend

meetingsandtakepartinwhattheQueensofthese

KingdomsdowhenI'vegivenbirth.Iwantedtoknow

moreandstartparticipatingbutNkosinathiwasn't

havinganyofthat.TheKingalsosupportedwhat

Nkosinathiwassaying.Whenwearoundthecouncil

IhavetocallNkosinathi"YourHonororMyPrince"I

sometimesforget,itsprettyfunny.I'mjustan

ordinarygirlfromOrangeFarm,Iknownothingabout

Royalty.Ihadmybreakfastandtookashower.I

woreawhitelongdressandslippers.

Nkosi:Let'sgotakeawalkbythegarden.



Me:No,Idon'twanttoleavethisroom.

Nkosinathi:Idon'trememberaskingyou.Nowcome

let'sgo

Me:NoNkosinathi!

Istartedcryingandhejuststoodandlookedatme

blankly.

Nkosi:Whyareyoucryingnow?Don'tcryNaye

pleaseI'mbeggingyou.

Me:Idon'twanttoleavethisroom.Iookhorrible!

NkosinathitakeyourbabyoutpleaseI'mtired.

Hekissedmyforeheadandlookeddeepintomywet

eyes.

Nkosi:Iknowthisishardforyou.Iwishtotakeyour

painbutIcan't.Youwillnotlockyourselfupinthis

room,we'restillgoingforthatwalk.

Me:You'rejustsoimpossible.

Nkosi:Iloveyoutoo.

Heheldmyhandandwewentoutmyroom.The

housewasempty,prettystrange.Isiphileisalways



watchingTVatthistime.Lusandaisalwayswalking

aroundthehousenotknowingwhatfor.Whereis

everyone?Wewentoutsideandwecontinued

walking,hegavemeanartificialrose.Hesaysmy

allergytowardsflowersisboringbecausehenever

knowswhattobuyme.Hehadallflowersremoved

fromthisgarden,especiallysunflowers.Ididn'tsee

itassomethingthatwasnessesarybuthe

demandedittobedone.Healwaysgetshiswayand

hereIamwalkingwithhiminthusgarden.Nowait?

What'sgoingon?IsthatLeboandNomkitha?

Me:What'sgoingonhereNkosi?

Nkosi:Itssomethingspecialforyoumylovelylady.

Them:Surprise!!!!!!

Ijuststoodthereamazed.Itwasbeautiful,whendid

theypullthisoff?Nomkithagrabbedmebythearm

andmademesitonthequeenchair.Theyorganized

ababyshowerforme,mymindwastoostressed

andoccupiedwithotherthingsthatIevenforgot

aboutababyshower.

Kamo:Mommytobe,welcometoyoursurprisebaby



shower.

Emihlewassittingnexttomewithahugesmileon

herface.

Me:Youknewaboutthis?

Emihle:Yesmom,butIwasn'tsupposedtotellyou.

Daddyplannedallofthisforyou.

Siya:Iwishyouhadseenhim,hewassoworried

thatyou'dhateeverythinganddon'twantthebaby

showerbecauseyou'veneverevenspokeaboutit.

Ismiledandlookedathim,hewasstandingabitfar

fromuswithDanny.Iwonderwhendidtheyallget

here

Nomkitha:Theguy'scanleavenow,thankyoufor

yourhelp.

Thabo:We'regoingtogohaveourownbabyshower

Lyanda:Ihopethere'slotsandlotsofbeers.

Mayi:We'llcomebackwhenyouservethefood.

HekissedPheloonthecheekandtheyleft.

Ntokozo'sstomachisshowingandshe'sstartingto



gaintoomuchweight.

Me:Whendidyouguysevengethere?

Ngamso:Thismorning.

Theeventsplannedtookplaceandthereweremany

gamesandmanygifts.Mybabyhassomany

clothesandtoys.Mphohasdoneitagain,I'msure

healmostboughtthewholeshop.Heboughttoo

manytoyssomeareevenforboys.IhopeZandy

getspregnantverysoon,Mphoreallywantstohave

ababyofhisownnow.Helongstohaveafamily,I

knowforsurethathe'sgoingtobeagreatfather.

Thedaycontinuedandmybabyshowerhadalready

cometoanend.Theservantspackedeverythingand

tookallthegiftstothehouse.Wewerenowjust

chillingatthegarden,MaQhasleftforsome

meeting.

Dodo:Itmustbesorelaxingandgreattohave

servants.Ineedthatinmylife

Me:It'sactuallynotanyfun.I'mnotusetothislife.

Lebo:Youbettergetusedtoit.Thiswillonedaybe

yoursandyou'llhave8servantsfollowingyou



aroundjustlikethequeen.Zandy:Ilovethings,andI

lovethegoodlifebutItrulywouldn'tbeableto

survivethis.Peoplefollowingmearoundisreallyan

issue.Andknowingmylazyevilself,I'doverwork

them.They'devencutmytoenails.

Zee:Zandilethough.Ireallywonderwhatgoesonin

theroundheadofyours.

Me:WhereisSbahle?

Belinda:TheywentonsometripwithNcebakazi.

Weweresilentforawhile,everyonewasjust

munchingontheirsnack.Icouldn'tstopeatingthese

cupcakes,theyweretoogoodtoignore.

Ngamso:Hetoldme

Suddenlyalleyeswereonher,Iguesswejustall

wantedhertocontinue.I'mrelievedthathefinally

toldher,Iwasn'thappywithkeepingitawayfrom

herandhavingherworryingthatshe'stheproblem

butitwasn'tmyplacetotell.

Sneh:And?

Ngamso:Hetoldmeeverything,heexplainedabout



thering,thelossofhiswifeandkids.Itstoopainful,

he'sbeenthroughalot.Ithinkaboutitallthetime,he

doesn'twantmetofeelsorryforhim.

Kamo:Youshouldn't.Iknowitsasadstorybut

feelingsorryforhimwon'thelphim.Insteaditwill

makehimweak.Hejustneedssomeonewho's

goingtobestrongforhim

Me:Iknowwhatitfeelsliketolooseapartner.Its

heartbreakingbutyouheal.Theworstpartismoving

on,youfeellikeyoubetrayingthatperson.Like

you'reliterallycheatingonthemyettheyarenomore.

Italltakestimeanditwillallpass.

Ngamso:Hesaidhelikesmeandhewantstospend

moretimewithme,withjustusalone.

Sneh:Ncooh,that'ssocute.Iactuallyfeellikecrying.

Makehimhappy,heneedsthat.He'sbeenthrougha

lot.

Ngamso:Hetoldmeabouthowyouallmet.We're

nottogetherSneh,we'rejustspendingtimetogether

Ntokozo:That'sjustthesamething,6&9.Same

difference



Welaughedatherandcontinuedtalking.Igotatext

fromNdiphiwe

"Canwemeet..."

"Now?"Ireplied

"YesPlease,@themall"

"Restaurantonthelastcorner,Bradley's...Willbe

therein15mins"Iresponded.

Me:Guys,Ihavetogo.I'mmeetingupwithNdiphiwe.

Kamo:We'recomingwithyou.

Me:Guys,youcan'tallcome.Youknowthatwilljust

scareheroffandyouwillbeonthepoorgirlsneck

Bee:We'llstayinthecarandwaitwhileyouwithher.

Zandy:You'llgoinwithBelindaandNomkitha,

atleasttheyarecivil.I'llcutherthroatifshetries

anything.

Zee:Idon'ttrustheratall

Phelo:Younevertrustanyone

Lebo:That'ssotrue.IfZeesaysshe'stroublethan



shereallyistrouble.

Outofallmygirls,Ihavetosay.Zeeistheprettiest

yetthemostscariest.Shehasthatintimidatingthing

aboutherandherphysicmakesitmoreintimidating.

Shealsodoesn'tsmileatall.Wedrovetothemall

andgotthereintime.Ndiphiwesawusapproaching

andstoodup.

Ndiphiwe:Hey

Belinda:Sitdown

Geez!She'shectic.Sheain'tplayingnogames.

Ndiphiwe:Ithoughtyou'dcomealone.

Me:Icouldn't,Nkosidoesn'tletmedriveorevengo

anywherealone.

Ndiphiwe:Iunderstand.I'msureyou'rewondering

whyIcalledyouhereinsteadofhimbecauseit'shim

thatIhaveahistorywithnotyou.

Dodo:Gettothepoint.Wedon'thavemuchtime

Ndiphiwe:Nkosinathiwasaveryimportantpersonin

mylifeandIlovedhim,Ireallydidbuthedidn't.He

thoughthedidbuthedidn't,hejustlovedhavingsex



withmeandthatwasit.ItcontinuedforyearstillI

decidedtoleaveandgobacktotheFreeState,we

metthenightbeforeandhadsex.Afteraweeksince

IwasinFS,IdiscoveredthatIwaspregnant.

Belinda:Whatdoyoumean?

Icouldn'tbelievewhatIhadjustheard.Ohlord!

Nkosinathihasachild.

Me:Continue.

Ndiphiwe:IknewitsNkosinathi'sbutIknewI

couldn'tgobacktoNkosinathiandtellhimthatI'm

pregnant.

Me:Why?

Ndiphiwe:SeeMrsMkhize,theNkosinathi'swe

knowaredifferent.That'swhyIcalledyouhere

todaybecauseIknewtellingyouwouldbemuch

moreeasierthantellinganyoneelseorNkosinathi

himself.TheNkosinathiIknowisn'ttheNkosinathi

youknow.Iknewgoingbacktohimwouldbethe

worstmistakeofmylife.ThemoststupiddecisionI

couldevermake.SoIstayedwithmygrowingbaby

andgavebirthtoahealthybabyboy.ButIgavehim



awayforadoption.

Me:Youdidwhat!?

Ndiphiwe:Icouldn'tkeepthebaby,Icouldn'traise

thechildofamonster.

Me:Nkosinathiisn'tamonster.

Ndiphiwe:LikeIsaid,theNkosinathi'sweknoware

different.IstayedwithNkosinathifor7years,dating

andjustbeingfuckingfriends.Ourthingswasonand

off,IstayedbecauseIhadhopedthatonedayhe

wouldchangebutIknewIcouldn'tchangehim.A

manwillonlychangeforacertainwoman,andhe

changedforyou.TheNkosinathiIknowisaplayer,a

cheater,alairandawomambeater,thatwashim

whenIwaswithhim.Oncehehadfoundyou,he

foundhishomeandareasontochange,hebecame

theNkosinathithatyouknow.Icouldn'tgobackto

him,lookatthis.

Sheshowedusascarthatlookedlikeshewasburnt.

Ndiphiwe:Hedidthistome,heburntmewithahot

ironrod.ThatnighthebeatmeupIlandedin

hospitaljustbecauseIdisrespectedhimandraised



myvoiceithim.

Irefusedtobelieveallthathastoldme.I'mshocked,

I'mhurt,Ican'tdescribehowIfeel.I'mjustnumb

andIhavenotearsinme.WhoisNkosinathi?

There'salotIdon'tknowabouthim.

Dodo:Whyarewehere?WhydidyoucallNayeto

comeseeyou?

Ndiphiwe:IwantmysonandIknowNkosinathiwill

beabletogethimback.

Me:Soyouwantmetotellhimhehasasonout

therethatyougaveawayandnowyouwanthim

back?

Ndiphiwe:Yesplease,Iknowonlyyoucanget

throughhim.Ijustwantmyson,Idon'twantany

trouble.

Me:Youdoknowchancesofgettingyoursonback

whenNkosiknowsabouthimareveryslim?He'll

wanttotakehisson

Ndiphiwe:Therehastobesomeagreementwe

make.HecanraisehissonbutIwantmyson.Iwant



Kwenzokuhlebacktome.

Me:Whereisthebaby?

Ndiphiwe:SomefamilyinFreeState.Theirsurname

isKgomo.

He'snamehisKwenzokuhleandhe's3yearsold.

Nkosinathihasasonthathedoesn'tevenknow

about,whereamIevengoingtostart.WhatwillI

eventellhim?Thisgirlhasjustgavemeabigloadto

carry.Idon'tevenknowhowtotakeallthis.Wow,

thisalltoomuchforjustoneday.Nkosinathihasa

son.HehasasidetohimthatIdon'tknowandI

neverwishtoknow.Whowashebeforeme?Hashe

reallychangedforme?

Belinda:Ohno.Thiscan'tbehappening!

Me:What?

Dodo:Theyarecoming!

Iturnedandlooked,Nkosiwascomingourwaywith

LubahandPhilasande.Whyaretheyevenhere!?Oh

God,he'llseeNdiphiwehere.Thisisabouttoget

hectic.Icouldfeelhim,hewasrightbehindme.He



puthishandonmyshoulderandclearedhisthroat.

HekissedmycheekandlookeddirectlyatNdiphiwe.

Nkosi:Whatisgoingonhere?
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Icouldfeelhisheavybreath.Icouldfeelthathewas

livid,he'sbreathingpaceexplaineditall.Ilookedat

himintheeyeandsawtheangerandhatredhehas

forNdiphiwebutIdon'tunderstandwhy.Iheldhis

handandwhenhelookedatmehe'seyessoftened

up.Heaskedagain

Nkosi:Whatisgoingonhere?

Lubah:Belinda,NayeandNomkitha,explainplease

TheyhavebeenstandingnexttoNkosiwiththe

sameexpressionhehas.Iguesswe'reintrouble



Belinda:OhLord

SheputherheaddownandIturnedandlooked.The

girlswereapproaching,Babalwasawthat

Nkosi,LubahandPhilawerehere.Justwhenthey

wereabouttoturnandrunawayPhilasawthem.

Phila:Soyou'reallhere?Runningawaywon'thelp.

Kamo:UhmHiguys.

Thelooksontheirfaces,Icouldn'thelpbutjust

laugh.Iknowwe'reallintroublebutthisisreally

funny.Everyonejustlookedatme

Me:What?Itsfunny.

Ndiphiwe:Ishouldgetgoing.

Youcouldseethatshewasreallyscaredof

Nkosinathi,herhandswereshaking.Itsreallysad.

Nkosi:You'renotgoinganywhereuntilyoutellme

whyareyoumeetingupwithmywife?

Ndiphiwe:Nathiplease,Ineedtogo.

WhydotheycallhimNathi?EvenNolucalledhim

Nathi...ItsjustnevercrossedmymindandIdon't



thinkI'llevercallhimNathi.

Me:Lethergo.I'llcallyoutomorrowNdiphiwe

Ndiphiwe:ThankyouMrsMkhize.

ShewalkedawayquicklyandNkosinathiwas

lookingatme,Iguesshewantsanswers.Dodoand

Belindatooktheirbags

Lubah:Andwheredoyouthinkyouaregoing?

Dodo:Theothers

Nkosi:Let'sgo.Youallhavealotofexplainingtodo.

Beathomein10mins

Belinda:Butittakes15mins

Phila:10minsandthat'sit.

TheyleftusstandingthereandIpaidthebillthenwe

left

Me:Belindawilldrive,weneedtogettherequickly.

Phelo:Justdon'tkillusplease.

Noneofuslaughed,we'reintrouble.Idon't

understandwhytheyaresoangry.Iguessthere'sa



lotmoretothisthanwhatweknow

Zandy:Whathappenedthere?

Me:Hehasason,athreeyearoldwithNdiphiwe.

Siya:Youlie!

Dodo:True,shegavehimawayforadoptionand

nowshewantshimback.SheknowsNkosicanhelp

her.

Lebo:Thenwhythehelldidn'tshegotoNkosinathi?

Belinda:She'sscaredofhim.Theyhaveabad

history.

I'mgladBelindadidn'tsayexactlywhyshe'sscared

ofNkosinathi.Lebowouldhavelosthermindifshe

heardNkosinathiusedtobeatupwoman,she'stoo

protectiveofme.She'sprotectiveofallofus

especiallyPheloandIbecausewe'retheyoungones.

Itsalwaysbeenlikethatsincewewerekids.She

tookituponherselftoalwaysprotectus.Sheknows

Nkosinathiwouldneverlayahandonmebutshe

wouldalwayswatchhimveryclosely.Wegottothe

Royalgroundsandtheywerealreadythere.



Bee:Let'sgodealwiththis,ladiesifitmeansyoulet

himfuckyouallnightlongjusttosoftenhimupthan

doso.

Welaughedatherandwalkedtogether.Theywere

sittingbythegardenandwaitingforus.Wegreeted

butdidn'tgetanyresponse

Me:Idon'tunderstandwhyyou'realljustsoangry

TheylookedatmelikeI'mcrazy,Ireallydon't

understand.

Thabo:Wheredoyoucomefromandwhydidyougo

there?

Zee:WewenttothemallsoNayecouldmeetup

withNdiphiwe,wedidn'twanthertogotherealone.

Mayi:Why?Whyareyoumeetingupwithher?

Kamo:She'sbeenwantingtomeetwithherfora

longtimeandwegotcurious.Weneededtofindout

whatitisthatsheneededtotalkabout

Danny:Whydidn'tyoutellus?

Me:Becausewedidn'twantyoutoknow.Plus

Ndiphiwedidn'twantNkosinathitoknowaboutus



meetingup.

InallthisNkosinathihasn'tevenspoken.Hewas

justlookingatmeandnotevensayingaword.There

wassilenceandhestoodup

Nkosi:FollowmetoourroomNaye.

Me:Why?

Nkosi:Now!

Hebangedthetableandwalked.He'scrazy,he's

goingtothatroomalone.Notwithme.Bonga

followedhimandIjusttookabananaandate.

Ntokozo:You'llupsethimmore.Gotohim

Zandy:Please.I'veneverseenhimlikethisbefore.

Me:I'veseenhimworsethanthis.I'llbebacksoon.

Phelo:Goodluck.

IwalkedtoourroomandBongastood

Me:SitdownBonga,youcanstayhere.

Bonga:I'llgiveyoubothsomeprivacy.

Me:Bonga,don'tleave.Please



Nkosinathilookedatme,IguesshesensedwhatI

felt.Honestlyatthispoint,I'mscaredofhim.Idon't

knowhowangryhehasandwhathewoulddo.

Bongashookhe'sheadandheldmyhand

Bonga:He'dneverdothattoyou,Helovesyou.

Inoddedandheleft.IsatacrossNkosiandhe

lookedatme.

Nkosi:Willyoutalk?

Me:I'msorry

Nkosi:Whatareyousorryfor?

Me:FormeetingupwithNdiphiwewithouttelling

you.Shedidn'twantmetotellyoubecauseshe's

scaredofyouandwhatyoumightdotoher.

Nkosi:Whatdidshetellyou?

Me:Youusedtobeatherup.Youhitherwithaniron

rodNkosinathi,aburninghotironrod.Whatthehell

wereyouthinking?

Nkosi:Thatwasmebeforeyou.ThatwaswhoIwas

beforeImetyou.Thatsmypast,Iwouldneverdo

thattoyou.



Me:Whydidyoudoittoher?

Nkosi:IhavenoexplainationforthatNokukhanya.

I'mnotproudofwhatIdidtoherbabe.I'mnotproud

ofwhoIwasandIregretitalot.Ididthingstoher

thatnowomanshouldexperience.IdidthingsthatI

don'twantyoutohearaboutbecauseI'mafraid

you'djustpackupandleavethismonsterIam.I've

donethingsthatI'dkillanyonewhowouldputyou

throughthem.I'dskinthemalive.IgetangrywhenI

seeherbecauseI'mremindedofallthosethingsand

Ihatemyselfforit.I'vewantedtotalktoherand

apologizebutIcan'tgetmyselftodothat.I'meven

afraidthatImightevenenduphittingheragainifI

seeherbecauseoftheangerIhavewithinmewhen

Iseeher.SheisareminderofwhoIwasbackthen.

Me:Nkosinathi,shetoldmesomething.Something

reallyimportant

Nkosi:Shetoldyouaboutthatnightright?

Idon'tknowanythingaboutthatnightbutIwantto

know.

Me:No,butyou'lltellmeaboutit.



Nkosi:Idon'twanttotalkaboutit.

Me:Nkosinathi,talk!

Nkosi:Don'tgetmadNokukhanya.

Me:No!NoNkosinathiI'mtiredofgettingtohear

bitsandbitsofthingsaboutyou!I'mtiredofnot

knowingwhoyouareandwhoyouwere!Theyall

keepcomingbackandtellingmethingsaboutyou

thatIdon'tknow.RatherletmeknowsoIwon'tbe

asamazedandsurprisedwhenmorecomebackand

tellmethingsaboutyou!Talktome!I'myourdamn

wife!

Nkosi:Don'tshoutNaye!

Me:Whatareyougoingtodo?Beatmeupwithan

ironrod?DoitNkosinathi!

Nkosi:I'llneverdothattoyou.Ithurtstoknowwhat

youcaneventhinkaboutthat

Me:Ithurtsmorewhenyoudon'ttalktome.

Nkosi:ItwasaTuesdaynight,shecametomyflat

drunkandstartedtalkingandsayingmanythings

aboutmeandmostofthethingsshesaidweretrue.



IgotangryandwearguedtillIbeatherupsomuch

thatshe

Me:She?

Nkosi:Shewasn'tbleeding,IthoughtIhadkilledher.

IcalledAthiandhetookcareofher.IthoughtIhad

reallykilledher,shestayedintheICUforaweek.

Me:Nkosinathi

Iwasalreadycryingashetoldthestory.AtfirstI

wantedthefulldetailsbutnowIjustdon'tevenwant

tohearitanymore.Howcouldhedosuchathing,

suchcruetly.Iunderstandwhyshe'ssoscaredof

him,heputherthroughtoomuch.

Me:Youhaveason

Nkosi:NoIdon't.

Me:I'mtellingyou,youhaveasonwithNdiphiwe

Nkosistoodupandwalkedaroundtheroomlikehe

wastryingtomakesenseofwhatI'msaying.

Nkosi:Whatdoyoumean?

Me:Youhaveathreeyearoldson,afteraweek



sincesheleftshefoundoutthatshewaspregnant.

Shedidn'ttellyoubecauseshedidn'twanttocome

backtoyou.

Nkosi:Andshehidesmysonfromme!Shehasmy

son!?

Me:Calmdown,shedoesn'thaveyourson.The

Kgomo'sdo

Nkosi:WhatareyousayingtomeNaye?Pleasejust

explaintome.

Me:SitdownandcalmdownthanI'llexplain.

Nkosi:Iwonderhowyoudoit

Me:Dowhat?

Nkosi:Howyou'resocalmabouteverything.Itruly

wishIwaslikeyou.

Me:ItsjusthowIam.Shegaveyoursonawayfor

adoption.Idon'tknowwhyshedidthatbutIguess

shereallywantednothingtodowithyou.That'swhy

shewantedtomeetwithme,totalktomeandtell

meallthissoIcantellyou.

Nkosi:Whydidn'tshetellme!?Whydidn'tshetellme



thedayshefoundoutshewaspregnant?

Me:Idon'tknow,youguyswilltalkaboutthislike

adultsandyouwon'tlayahandonher.Shewants

Kwenzokuhlebackandsheneedsyourhelp

Nkosi:Kwenzokuhle...KwenzokuhleMkhize.She

remembered

Me:Sheremembered?

Nkosi:Ialwayswantedmyfirstsontobenamed

aftermygrandfather,HisnamewasKwenzokuhle.

Therewasalittlesmileonhisfaceandhe'seyes

sparkled.Thisreallymadehimhappy.Idon'tknow

howIfeelaboutthisbutwehavetofindhissonand

gethimback.Idon'tknowhowI'llworkwithNkosi

havingababymamaandIhopeshedoesn'tcause

anydramaforme.Nkosinathiisraisingmychildand

helovesherlikeherown.Itwouldbeselfishofme

nottowanthimtoraisehissonandformetonot

wanttomotherhisson.Nkosinathihasbeensilent

anditslikeheisthinkingdeeply.

Nkosi:Whereishe?



Me:FreeState.Idon'tknowwhereexactlybuthe's

there.

Nkosi:WhatshouldIdo?

Me:Whatdoyouwanttodo?

Nkosi:Iwantmyson,Iwanttoknowhimandbea

fathertohim.Iwanthimtohaveahomeandbewith

hissiblings.

Me:ThandowhatyouwantNkosinathi.Beafather

toyourson

Nkosi:Areyouokaywiththis?

Me:Yes,yesIam.Iwantyoutobewithhimandbe

thegoodfatherthatyouaretoEmihle.

Nkosi:Andyou?Willyouallowhimtostaywithus?

Me:Yes.We'llraisehimtogetherbutyoudoknow

Ndiphiwewillwanttobeapartofhislife

Nkosi:Shegavehimaway,shehasnorighttowant

tobeinhislife.

Me:Sheishismother.Don'tmakethisharderthanit

alreadyisNkosinathi.TheKgomo'smightnotjust



easilyallowyoutotaketheirbabyaway

Nkosi:Mybaby,mysonNaye.

Me:Heistheirsontoo,theyraisedhimsincehewas

asmallbaby.

Nkosi:ButI'mhisbiologicalparent

Me:Justdon'tmakethingshardanddon'tbe

stubbornanddemanding.Dothistherightway

please.

Nkosi:I'lltellMphoandAthitostartlookingforthe

Kgomo's.Ineedtotalktomyfather.

Me:I'llgositwiththeothers

Nkosi:Telltheguystocometomyfather'soffice.

Wehavealottodiscuss

Me:Iwill.DothistherightwayKhabazela.

Nkosi:Iwill,IloveyouAyabonga.

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Hehuggedmeforawhileandkissedmyforehead.

Nkosi:Ireallydoloveyou,neverforgetthat.



Ismiledandhewalkedtohisfathersoffice.Iwentto

thegardenandtheywerestillsittingtherehaving

somedrinks.

Jabu:Everythingokay?

Me:Yes.He'scallingyouall,tohisfathersoffice.He

saidyouhavealottodiscuss

Bonga:We'llbebackandyoubetterbehereandnot

meetingupwithpeoplewithoutusknowing.

Phila:Yougirlsgetuptonogood.

Mayi:Let'sgoandleavethemalone.Burnthishouse

downifyouwanttoladies.Don'tlistentothese

idiots

Zandy:ThankyouMayibongweyou'resucha

gentlemanandyou'reveryunderstandingandkind

unlikesomepeople

Mpholookedatherandshestaredathimback

Mpho:I'llsortyououtwhenI'mback.

Athi:Someone'sgettingithardtonight.

Welaughedastheywalkedaway.Zandyhadahuge



smileonherfaceandshecouldn'tstopsmiling.

Phelo:Someoneissoinloveshecan'tstopblushing

Zandy:Mxmshutupwena,you'regoofed.

Zee:Youcandenyit

Ntoko:Pleasemassagemyfeet

Bee:Yhu,yourhusbandwilldothatforyou

Lebo:I'llmassageyourfeetaslongasyou'llpayme

soIcandomynails

Ntoko:OkayI'llpayyou.

Sneh:Sooo...Didyoutellhim?

Me:YesIdid

Kamo:And?

Me:He'sgoingtofindhisbabyandraisehim.

Ngamso:Andyoufinewiththat?

Me:Yes

Belinda:SoNkosihasababymama.

Me:Iguessso.



Ngamso:You'llbeastepmother

Me:I'llbeamothertohissonjustlikeheisafather

tomydaughter.

Zandy:Yougirlsareverystrongandgoodkind

heartedwoman.Iwouldn'tbeabletodoit,I'msorry.

Siya:That'swhatIusedtosaybutoncethebabyis

there.Youjustfallinlovewithitandwanttomother

himandprotecthimasyourown.Iguessit'sinevery

woman'snatureandhearttojustbeamotherand

forgetthatthebabyisn'tevenyours

Ngamso:Inyourownnaturesweetie.Yoursituations

areunderstandableanddifferent.Ifhewouldgo

cheatandmakebabiesthanexpectmetoraisethe

child,noIjustcouldn't.

Me:Ijusthopeheisabletogethisson.

Kamo:ThisisNkosinathiMkhizewe'retalkingabout.

Hewillgethisson,nomatterwhatittakes.

Thosewordsjustmademeshiverandmostly

becauseIknowthosewordsaretrue.Nkosinathi

getswhathewants,whetheryoulikeitornot.He



willgetit.He'ddoanythingtogethissonandtrust

me,ifitmeanskillingeveryonethatcomeshe'sway,

hewilldoit.
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Hecametobedverylatelastnight.Theyleftafter

supperandwedidn'tknowwheretheyaregoing.

Emihleishavingagreattimesincetheotherkidsare

alsoherebutsadlythey'llbeleavingtomorrow.And

yesthisiswhatIgothrougheverymorning,Istayin

bedawakeformaybe3hoursbecauseIdon'twantto

getupandfacereality.I'llstayhereandwaittillIfeel

likewakingup.Nkosinathiisfastasleepnexttome

andIalwaysenjoyitwhenIwakeupbeforehedoes

becauseIgetachancetolookathimandlookat

thesedarkhandsomeguynexttomewhoseemsto



havewentthroughalotinhislifeandhasdone

manythingsthatheregretsdoing.Hetoldmethat

todayhewantstomeetupwithNdiphiwe.Hewants

hissontobehomeinlessthanthreeweeks,I

wonderhowthatwillhappenbutwehave4lawyers

heresoitmighthappen.Ineedtousethebathroom,

I'vebeensoconstipatedlatelyandnowI'mfeelinga

bitofpain.Itriedgettingupbuttherewasapainful

kickandIscreamed

Me:Nkosinathi!!!

Hequicklywokeupandlookedatmeannoyed,he

doesn'tlikebeingdisturbedwhenhe'sasleep.My

pregnancymadehimsuchadeepsleeper.

Me:Ithurts.

Ifeltnumerousofkicksallatthesametime.She

waskickingsomuchyou'dswearshe'splaying

soccerinthere

Me:She'skicking!She'skicking!

Nkosi:Wow,really!MoveyourhandNaye

Hesmackedmyhandandputhis,hekeptonkissing



mystomachandIcouldseetearsinhiseyes.Tears

ojoy,reliefandhappiness.

Me:She'salive,she'salive.

Nkosi:Yessheis.KickforDaddy,Mkhize,Khabazela

kamavovo,gcwabe,ngunezi,mumboomhlophe.

Iwasemotionalandhekeptonwipingoffmytears

andwekissed.

Me:She'ssuchakicker

Nkosi:She'llenjoysportsjustlikeEmihle.Letmego

callher

AfterafewminuteshecamebackcarryingEmihle

Emihle:Mommy,didshereallykick?

Me:Yesshedid,she'sstillkicking.Comecloserso

youcanfeelherkick.

Emihle:Hellolittleone,helloI'myourbigsister.

Comeoutnowsowecanplaytogether.Youhaveso

manytoys,theyneedsomeonetoplaywiththem.

We'llplaydollyhousetogether,goshoppingtogether

anddosomanythingstogether.



Shekeptontalkingandwentonandonaboutwhat

they'lldotogether.YoucouldseeNkosinathiwas

veryhappyandhe'seyessparkledbrightlybut

somethingwasmissing.Hissonwasmissing.Iheld

hishandandhesmiled

Me:He'llbeheresoon

Nkosi:Ihopeso.

HewenttotakeashowerwhileEmihleandIhad

breakfast.Inaweekwe'llbegoingbacktoDurban

becauseschoolswillreopenandmylittlebabygirl

willbedoinggrade3.She'sgrowingupsofastand

she'sdoesn'thavehertwofrontteeth.Itooka

showerandworealongnavydress,Itiedmybraids

andputalittlemakeupon.

Nkosi:Ihaven'tseenyoulookinamirrorforthepast

month.It'sgoodtohaveyouback.

Hekissedmyforeheadandsqueezedmybum.This

guy!He'sjustsomethingelse.Ididn'tthinkhe'd

notice,Iguesshejustkeptquietandobservedmy

everymove.Iwasn'tmyselfeversincemybaby

stoppedmoving,eversinceIstartedgettingaplump



darkfaceespeciallyunderneathmyeyelikeIhavea

blackeye.IlookedhorribleandIdidn'tevenwantto

seemyface,Iavoidedmirrorsanddidn'tcareabout

howIlooked.Ijustwasn'tmyself,apartofmewas

dead.Atleastthere'shopenow.

Me:I'llstarttakingcontraceptivepillsafterIgive

birth.

Nkosi:Whatfor?

Me:Idon'twanttobepregnantagain

Nkosi:That'snonsense.Youwon'tdothat.

Me:Thanwe'llstartusingcondoms

Nkosi:We'veneverusedacondomandwewon't

startnow.I'mnotusingthatplastic.You'restillgoing

tobepregnant,Iwant10children.

Me:Thatwon'thappen

Nkosi:We'llseeaboutthatNayeMkhize.

Me:Nkosinathiwehavethreechildrenalready,you

can'twantmore.That'senough

Helookeddeeplyintomyeyesandhehadaserious



expressiononhisface.HecameclosetomeandI

wasagainstthewall.Hekissedmesopassionatelyit

hadallhisloveinit.Helookedatmeintheeyeand

playedwithmyhair.Me:Whatwasthatabout?

Nkosi:Yousaidwehavethreechildren.

Kwenzokuhleincluded,thankyouforacceptinghim

beforeweevenmeethim.

Me:He'syourson,thatmeanshe'salsomyson.

Now,leavemealoneandgetdressed.Mkhizeis

startingtogetnaughty.

Nkosi:Justyouwait,thenightyougivebirth.I'll

breakyourlegs

Me:Youdoknowwecanonlyhavesexaftertwo

weeks?

Nkosi:Thatwon'thappen.Iwon'twaitforthatlong,

Mkhizeisstarving.

Me:Lethimstarve

Nkosi:"Sondelangifakekancane"(Comecloserlet

meputinalittle)

Iwasn'texpectingthatfromhimatall.ThewayIjust



laughedathimandhelaughedalongwithme.Idon't

knowwhyIwassocharmedbywhathejustsaid.I

hadbutterfliesallovermystomachandmyknees

weregettingweak

Me:Begentle

Nkosi:Don'tworry,I'lltakecareofyou.

Hecarriedmetothebedandslowlytookofmy

underwearwhilekissingmythighs.Hekissedmy

virginaandImoanedsoftly.Hewasworkinghis

magic,hekissed,suckedandnibbledonmyclit

sendingshiversdownmyspine.Icouldn'tkeepstill

andhekeptonholdingmeandsqueezingmybutt.

HemademefeelsogoodandIcouldfeelthewarm

rushinsideofmebuildingup.I'mabouttocomeand

mykneesareshaking.Andhestopped,justlike

that?!

Me:Don'tstopNkosinathi

Heinsertedhismanhoodslowlyandcarefully,he

thrustedgentlyandImoaned.Hefeltsowarminside

ofmeandhewasreallybig.Hasitgrownbiggeror

isitthatIhaven'thaditinawhile?Mymoansgot



louderandlouder,eachtimeIwantedtoscream,he

kissedme.

Nkosi:Openyoureyes,Iwantyoutolookatme.

Iopenedmyeyesandlookedathim.Hepressedhis

foreheadontomineandhewassweating.Iduginto

hisbackwithmynailsandhegroaned.Hewas

squeezingmyboobsandkissingmyneck.

Nkosi:You'rethegirlIusedtohavewetdreams

aboutwhenIwasyoung.Icouldneverseeherface

butnowIknowitsyou.

Me:You'recrazy,you'rejustwhipped.That'swhy

you'respeakinglikethis.

Nkosi:I'mserious.Yourvirginaisreallygoodand

tight.Iloveit,Iloveyou.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Nkosi:YouknowI'dneverhurtyouright?

Me:Yes,yesIknow.

Nkosi:I'llneverbeatyouupNaye.Ithurtmewhen

youwantedBongatostayyesterday,youwanted

himtoprotectyoufromme.Thathurtmereally



badly.

Iguesswe'rehavingthisdeepconversationwhile

we'rehavingdeeppassionatesex.Hewasbreathing

heavilyonmyneckandbitingit.

Me:I'msorry,I...Aaah!...Iwasjustscared.

Nkosi:Don'tbe.Don'tbescaredofme,I'mnotwhoI

wasbefore.Youchangedmeforthebetter.

RememberthenightwewentonourfirstdateandI

wasfumingyetyouweresocalmandstillwentto

seethelakeevenwhenIwantedtogohome.

Me:Yesyes.....Deeperbabe,rightthere.

OhhowI'menjoyingthewonderfulsexthismanis

givingme.Heisreallytakingcareofmelikehesaid

hewould.He'sdickisaddictiveandI'mofficially

addictedtoit.Hepenetrateddeeperyetslowly,I

cannotevendescribethewayhemademefeel.I

wasnumbandIwasabouttorelease.

Nkosi:Iknewatthattimethatyouhavecometo

rescuemefrommyownsoul.Idon'tknowwhatI'd

bewithoutyouNaye.Neverleaveme



Me:I'llneverleaveyou.

Afterafewmorethrustswebothletgoandreached

anorgasmtogether.Yethedidn'tstop,hewasn't

donewithmeyet.HeturnedmeoverandIcarefully

laidonmyside.Hestartedthrustingagainandagain

whilebitingmynecksohard,I'llhavesomanylove

bites.

Me:Fu...ck....Agh!I

Nkosi:Youwhat?

Me:I...Love...You!

Nkosi:Iloveyoutoo.IlovedyoufromthedayImet

you.Ifoundapaperinyourbag.

Me:Whatpaper?

Nkosi:Ithadyourweddingvows.Ireadwhatyou

weregoingtosaytomeonourweddingday.

Wereallyhavingthisconversationwhilehavingsex?

He'sonanotherleveltodayandIloveit.We'venever

donethisbefore,butIloveitbecausewe're

communicatinginaverydifferentwayfromwhata

normalcouplewould.



Me:Youweren'tsupposedtoreadthat.Iwasgoing

toburnit.ButIforgot.

Nkosi:Justlikeyousaidyou'llburnyourdresses

monthsagobutyouhaven'tburntthem.

Me:Canwetalkaboutsomethingelse?

Nkosi:No.

HequickenedhispaceandIwasscreamingand

holdinghimtightly.HeturnedmeoverandIlaidon

myback.Hepressedhisforeheadonmineagain

andmademeopenmyeyes

Nkosi:Whyhaven'tyouburntthem?

Me:BecauseIdon'twantto!

Nkosi:You'restillholdingontothem.NayeIknow

youstillwantawhitewedding.

Me:NoIdon't.

Hequickenedhispaceandhewasgettingrough.It

feltreallygood

Nkosi:Don'tdenyit!

Me:Fine!Istillwanttowearthosedresses



Nkosinathi.Istillwanttowalkdowntheaisleand

havemydreamweddingandIstillwanttosaythose

vowstoyou.Butjustnotanytimesoon,I'mnot

ready.Istillneedtoacceptthefactthathewon'tbe

theretowalkmedowntheaisle.Thatmymother

won'tbeonthefrontrowcryingandululating

loudly.Thatwasalsopartofmydreambutitwas

takenawayfromme.Ineedtofullyheal

Nkosi:Thanletmehelpyou,youhealedmenowits

myturntohelpyouhealtoo.Justletmein,you're

notonyourown.

Me:IwantyoutoalwaysbethereformeNkosinathi,

physicallyandemotionally.

Nkosi:I'lldothatNaye.Anythingyouwant,I'lldoit

foryou.Justnameitandyou'llhaveit.

Withthatsaidwereleasedagainandhelaidnextto

mebreathingheavily.Thatwasthebestsexwe've

everhad.AndIknowfromnowonwardsI'llbevery

clingytohim.That'swhathe'sdickdoestome,it

makesmeweakandwanttohavehimclosetome

atalltimes.Itmakesmeababy,hisbabyandhe



lovesit.Hegotafreshwettowelandcleanedmeup.

Heputmyunderwearbackonandspankedme.He's

sonaugtyandIloveit.HelaidnexttomeandIlaid

myheadonhisbarechest.Ikeptonmakingcircles

aroundhe'ssmallnipple.You'devensayitsjusta

smallpimple,that'showsmallitis.

Me:There'sthisdiamondringIsawonamagazinea

whileago.

Nkosi:Youwantit?

Me:Yes,it'sexpensiveandonlyfoundinRussia.It's

aboutamillionrand.

Nkosi:Ifitswhatyouwant,thanyou'llgetit.

Me:Thankyou

Nkosi:Youdon'twantthisringanymore?

Me:Ido.I'llhavebothofthem.

Nkosi:Okaymylove.Youhaven'tbeenusingmy

bankcard,why?

Me:MyownbankcardhasmoneyIdon'tevenuse

Nkosinathi.AndIhaveyourcardtoo,Ijustnever

knowwhattoevenbuy.Pluswhenyoualwayswant



topayforeverythingwhenwetogethersoIhardly

usemycards.

Nkosi:Mmmhokay.Remindmetosendsome

moneyonSbahle'sbankaccountbeforetheendof

theday.Theyarehavinglotsoffunontheirtrip.

Me:Yestheycalledmelastnight.Itsgoodthatthey

wenttoavacation.Justtogetsomeairandafresh

newstart,itsanewyear.

Nkosi:Doyouwanttogoonvacationtoo?

Me:No,notnow.MaybewecangoinFebruary.Just

tocelebrateour1styearofbeingtogether.

Nkosi:We'vebeenthroughsomuchalready,our

vacationmustbethreemonthsormore.

Me:Thatcannothappen,thekidsneedtoattend

schoolpluswe'llhaveasmallbabytotakefullcare

of.

Nkosi:Youwon'tbegoingbacktoworkright?

Me:Iwon'tbeahousewifeNkosinathi.Ididn'tgeta

degreesoIcouldstayathomeallday,aftermy

maternityleave.I'llgobacktowork.



Nkosi:ButItrulydon'tseeaneedforyoutobe

working.

Me:Wewon'targueaboutthis.Iwon'tstopworking

andthat'sit.Nowgetupandgetdressedwestill

needtogoseeNdiphiwe.

Nkosi:Areyoumadatme?

Me:No

HestoodupandgotdressedandIfixedmyhairand

changed.Idon'twanteveryoneseeingallthelove

bitebruisesIhaveallovermybody.Afterwewere

dressedandreadywewenttothegarage.Isicame

tomewhileIwaswaitingforNkosinathi.

Isi:MorningSis.WhereisBhut'Nkosinathi?

Me:Thegarage,Idon'tknowwhat'stakinghimso

long.

Isi:I'llgotohim,Ineedanewphone.Iknowhe

mightsaynobecauseIdidn'tdowellwithmyschool

gradesbutit'sworthatry.

Me:Goodluck.Ihopehedoesn'ttakeawaythe

phoneyoucurrentlyhave.



Sheopenedhereyeswidelyandranawaywhenthe

carcameout.Igotinsideandfastenedmyseatbelt.

Nkosi:Whyissherunningaway?

Me:Yourmomcalledher.Weshouldgetsome

biltongontheway,I'mcravingforsome.

Nkosi:Okaymawakhe.

Heheldmyhandanddroveoff.Helooksnervous

andIsqueezedhishandasassurancethatI'mhere

forhimandhewon'tdosomethingstupid.

Nkosi:Onlyyouareabletocontrolmeandkeepme

sane.

Me:Don'tdoanythingstupid.Justcalmdownand

relax,don'tletyourangercontrolyou.I'mherefor

you

Nkosi:Thankyou.Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo.
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Wesatinthecarforawhile,hewasbreathing

heavily.Ithoughthewashavingapanicattackbut

hesaidhe'sokayhejustneedstobreathe.Idon't

knowwhatwe'regoingtofaceintherebutI'veput

Bonga'snumberonspeeddial.Heistheonewho

cangetthroughNkosinathi,theirbondismorethan

justafriendshipbond,itslikethatwithallofthem

butNkosinathi'sclosestfriendisBonga.Theyhavea

differentwayofcommunicating,ifyoudidn'tknow

thatyou'dswearNkosinathiisclosesttoAthibutits

Bonga.Iknowhe'llgethereinaflashandbeableto

getthroughNkosinathiinawaythatIcouldn't.

Me:Let'sgoin

Nkosi:Givemeafewminutesplease

Me:Wecangobackhomeanddothisanothertime

babe

Nkosi:No,we'lldothistoday.



Hetookabottleofwateranddrankhalfofit.He

unbottonedthefirsttwobuttonsofhisshirtand

lookedatme.

Me:What?

Nkosi:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo.Nowlet'sgo,she'sbeen

expectingus.

Henoddedandwegotoutthecar.Wewalkedside

bysideandIknocked.Sheopenedthedoorand

quicklystoodback.PoorNdiphiwe,she'ssoscared

ofNkosinathiitevenhurtsme.Heputherthrough

hellandifIwereinhershoesI'dalsobereally

scaredofthemanwhomademylifemiserableand

almostputmeonmydeathbed.I'dbeterrifiedof

himandwantnothingtodowithhim

Me:Canwecomein?

Ndiphiwe:Oh...Yes,yesyoucan.

Wewentinsideandsetonthecouchesintheliving

room.Nkosinathiwassittingnexttomeand

Ndiphiwesatacrossus.



Ndiphiwe:Wouldyoulikesomethingtodrink,water

orjuice?

Me:Waterwillbefine,thankyou.

Shestood,wenttothekitchenandcamebackwith

three500mlbottlesofstillwaterandglasses.Her

handswereshakingsheputthetrayonthecoffee

table.Nkosinathihasn'tsaidanywordbutjustkeeps

onlookingatherintensively.Heismakingthisway

tooawkwardandmorescarythanitshouldbe.He's

silenceisn'tdoinganygoodbutjustterrifying

Ndiphiwe.

Me:Solet'sgetstraighttothepoint.I'vetold

Nkosinathiaboutyoursonandeverythingelsethat

youtoldme.Ithinkbeforewe...

Icouldn'tcontinuewithwhatIwantedtosay

becauseNkosinathicutmeoff.

Nkosi:Whydidyoudoit?

Ndiphiwe:Ihadto

Nkosi:Whydidn'tyoutellme?I'mthefatherandyou

tookthatawaybygivingsomestrangersmyvery



ownson.

Ndiphiwe:Icouldn'tcomebacktoyou.Ihadleftyou

andIwouldn'tgobacktothepastItriedsohardto

runawayfrom.Evenbeingpregnantwithyourbaby

wouldn'thavemadeanydifferenceNathi,itwould've

stillbeenthesame.

Nkosi:Youdon'tknowthat,youhadnorighttodo

whatyoudid.Norightatall,mysonis3,he'sgoing

toturn4andhedoesn'tknowme.Hedoesn'twho

he'sfather!

Ndiphiwe:Hedoesn'tknowmetoo,that'swhyIwant

himback.Iwantmychildnow.I'vesettleddownand

Icangivehimthelifehedeserves

Nkosi:Icangivehimmorethanthelifeyouthinkhe

deserves.Ijustreallydon'tunderstandwhyyou

nevercamebackandtellme,thisismychildas

muchasheisyoursNdiphiwe.Youtookawaythat

momentformetobeafathertomysonsincebirth.

You'recruel

Ndiphiwe:Don'tyoudaretellmeaboutcrueltywhen

you'rethedevilhimself!Youwouldn'thavechanged



forus!Ididn'tevenwanttoimaginehowyou'dbe

whenwehaveourchild.Beingpregnantaloneand

doingthingsmyselfwaswaybetterthanhowit

would'vebeenifIwaswithyou.Iwouldn'twantto

wakeupbeatenupbyyouwheneveryoufeltlikeit.I

didn'twanttogothroughthatagain,youforcing

yourselfonmeandI'dletyoubecauseI'mafraidof

howmuchyou'dbeatmeupifIsaidno.Younever

everthoughtofmebuteverythingwasjusttosatisfy

yourselfishsexualdesires.Idon'tevenknowwhyI

fellinlovewithyoufromthefirstplace.Iusedto

listentoyouandlistentotheliesyoufedmewhen

yousaidyoulovedme.Yourlovewasbeatingmeup,

forcingyourselfonme,thatwasjustrapingme!

Forcingmetowatchyouhavesexwithyoursluts

whileyouchangedmetoachair.Goingtobedevery

nightwithmybodysoreandhavingtotakecareof

allthewoundsthatyoumade!TheabuseIwent

throughbecauseofyouNathi!BecauseIlovedyou

andIwasafoolinlove.Irealizedwhenitstoolate,

therewasnowayleavingyouacceptrunningaway.

WhenIhadfinallygotthatchanceIgotaway,doyou

seriouslythinkIwould'vecamebacktoyoujust



becauseIwaspregnantwithyourchild?It'snotlike

youwould'vechanged,lovedmeandmarriedme,

wouldyou?

Nkosi:No.

Hestoodupandsteppedoutside.Iwasalready

crying,allthethingsthatNkosinathididtoNdiphiwe

arebrutal.Whoonearthdoesthat?Whatkindof

humanbeingdoesthattoanotherhumanbeing?To

awoman,avulnerablewoman.Howdoes

Nkosinathidosuchthings?Ndiphiwewassittingon

theedgeofthecouchcrying,shewasliterally

shaking.Iwenttoherandheldherclosely,shecried

alotandIlethercry.IknowIwon'tbeabletotakeit

allbackandIdon'tknowhowmuchithurtwhenshe

wentthroughallofthatbecauseofthemanIcallmy

husband.

Me:I'msorry,I'msosorryforwhathedidtoyou.I

don'tknowwhyandIdon'tknowhowitfeelsliketo

beinyourpositionbutI'mdeeplysorry.

Ndiphiwe:Itsnotyourfault,don'tapologize.Heis

theoneatfault.Hedidallthosethingstome,each



andeverydayIprayedtoGodandaskedhimto

protectmeandshowmeawaytoleavethatman

andhedid.IknowwhatIdidwaswrongbutitwas

forthebest.ItwasthebestdecisionI'veevermade

atthattimebutnowIregretgivingawaymychild.

Nkosi:Ioweyouanapology,Iknowitwon'ttake

awayallthepainIputyouthrough.Iknowitwon't

removeallthosescarsonyourbodythatarethere

becauseofme.You'rerightwhenyousayI'mjust

likethedevilandIdon'texpectyoutoforgivemebut

Idohopeonedayyou'llfinditinyourhearttoforgive

me.WhoIwaswhenIwaswithyouisn'twhoIam

today.IrealizethatallIdidtoyouwasbad,itwas

abuse.Ihavenoreasonbehindallofit,itwasjust

purecrueltyandthemonsterthatIwas.Igetangry

whenIseeyoubecauseI'mremindedofallthe

thingsIdidtoyou.Ikeepongettingflashbacksof

everythingandkeeponhearingyouscream,begging

metostopbutIcouldn't.Iremembereachandevery

timeIwokeupandcleanedyourwoundswhenI

tookcareofyouandtheregretIfeltafterwardsbutI

couldn'tstop.Ithappenedoverandoveragain.I



don'tknowwhatcameoverme,i'msureyou're

lookingforanexplanationastowhyIdiditbutI

honestlydon'tknow.I'mreallysorryNdiphiwe,I'mso

sorry.

Idon'tevenknowwhenhecameinbuthewas

standingbythedoorwithhe'shandsbehindhisback.

Helookedsosincereandtherewasjustsomething

abouthim.He'seyeswereonNdiphiweallthattime

andheturnedandfacedme.Heneededme,he

givesmethatlookwheneverheneedsme.

Wheneverheneedsmetojustholdhimandcomfort

him,whenheneedsmeemotional.Whenwhathe

needstosaycan'tbesaidinwordsbutitcanonlybe

connectedemotionally.Ilookedathimtooandhe

staredforawhileandfinallygavein,helookeddown.

Heneverdoesthat,thismustbealsoreallyhardon

him.IwentbacktowhereIwassittinganddrank

somewater.

Ndiphiwe:Ihaven'tforgivenyouNathiandIpraythat

onedayI'llbeableto.AllIneedrightnowisforyou

tofindKwenzokuhleandbringhimbacktome.I

needmysonwithmeandI'llraisehimbymyself.I



cametoyoubecauseIknowyoucandoit.

Nkosi:YesIcandoitbutwhatwon'thappenisyou

raisingmyson.Yougavehimaway,youfailedand

provedtherethatyouwillnotbeableto.Iwillraise

mysonandhewillstaywithme.

Ndiphiwe:Heismyson!Hewillstaywithme!

Nkosi:Thatwon'thappen!HeisaMkhize,he

belongstome.

Theyarguedandarguedwhichwasjustannoying

becauseitisnotwhatweneedrightnow.Thiswill

beharderthanIthought.Itwillbehardifthesetwo

keeponbitingeachothersheadslikethis.

Me:Justshutup!Bothofyou,shutup!Theyboth

turnedandlookedatme.Therewassilence,finally.

Me:Sitdown,we'realladultshereandwe'lldealwith

thisaccordingly.Youshouldbediscussinghow

you'llgetthechildbackinsteadofwastingtimehere

andarguingaboutnonsense.Youguyswillsharethe

custodyofthechild,thiscouldbeeasilydiscussed

withouthavingtotakethemattertocourt.Thechild

willstaywithNkosinathiandI,Ndiphiwe,hewill



spendhe'sweekendsandhalfoftheschoolholidays

withyou.Nkosinathi,youwillallowNdiphiweinto

Kwenzokuhle'slifeandhewillknowherasher

motherandIfhewantstostaywithhismotheryou

willallowhimtoandthearrangementswillbevise

versa,understood?

Ndiphiwe:Yes,that'sbetter.

Nkosi:I'llthinkaboutit.

Igiveup!Can'thejustagreeandmakethingseasier

foreveryone.Heisjustsohotheadedandloves

havingthingshe'sway.

Me:We'llneedtheadoptiondocumentsandany

otherusefulinformationyouhavewouldhelp.Full

detailsaboutthestepparentsandtheirwhereabouts,

didyouuseanadoptionagency?

Ndiphiwe:No,Ididn'ttellyouthewholestory.Ididn't

exactlygivethechildawayforadoption.

Nkosi:Whatthehelldoyoumean?

Ndiphiwe:I....I...Idid..

Nkosi:Stopstutteringandexplain!



Me:CalmdownNkosinathi.Justletherexplain.

Ndiphiwe:Therewasawomanwhosharedaward

withmeandwebothwenttogivebirthatthesame

time.Shehadexperiencedsomecomplicationswith

herpregnancyandwhenwebothcamebacktoour

ward,shecamebackemptyhanded.Herchildhad

passedawaywhileshewasgivingbirth.Shewas

MrsKgomo,Ididn'tknowhername.

Me:Idon'tunderstand

Ndiphiwe:Weweredischargedonthesamedayand

Ifollowedherandherhusbandhome.Afteranhour

ortwoIwenttotheirhouseandleftKwenzokuhleon

theirdoorstep.Iknockedthenwenttohide,after

sometimetheywerebothoutsideandtheytookthe

baby.Theybothseemedhappyandlookedaround

butcouldn'tseewhoputthebabythere.Iranaway

andneverlookedback

Nkosi:Youleftmysononsomestrangersdoorstep!

Hebangedthetableandtookthecarkeysandleft.I

guessthismeanswe'regoinghome.Thisisgetting

morecomplicated.Iheardthecardriveoff,didhe



justleavemehere!?

Ndiphiwe:Heleft

Me:He'sgoingtocooldown.I'llcallsomeoneto

fetchme.Soyoudon'tknowanythingelseaboutthe

Kgomopeople?

Ndiphiwe:NoIdon't.IknowwhatIdidwasstupid

butIwasdesperate.

Me:Idon'tunderstand,itsnotlikeyouhadnomoney

tosupporthimoryoudidn'thaveahomeyoucould

comebacktoandraisehim.Ortakehimtotheroyal

familyifit'sNkosithatyoudidn'twanttosee.

Ndiphiwe:Iwasstupid,Iwasn'tthinking.Ijust

wantedtogetridofthebaby,Iwantedtogetridof

whatwouldbeaconstantreminderofmypast.I

wasrunningawayfromitandhewouldholdme

backbutI'mmaturednowandI'verealizedthatmy

decisionwasstupid,Ineedmychild.Ican'tsleepat

nightduetotheguiltandIalwayshearhiscry.He

keepsonappearinginmydreamsSisNayeandIjust

cannotignoreit.Ineedtogetmychild.Itrieddoing

itonmyownbutIfailed.IknewNathiwouldbeable



tohelpme.

Me:Iunderstand.Nkosiwillfindhim,he'llmakesure

hedoes.Itwillbehardbutit'sallworthit.

Weheardacarpulloverandthedooropened.Itwas

Mpho,hedidn'tevenknock.

Mpho:Let'sgoNokukhanya.

Ndiphiwe:Nokukhanya??

Me:It'smyname.Goodbye,I'llcontactyoulateron

ortomorrow.

Ndiphiwe:Okay,thankyou.Gowell

WehuggedandMphotookmybag.Iwonderwhere

isNkosinathiandwhythehelldidheleavemehere.

ItsverystangeandoddbecauseMphohasnever

calledmeNokukhanyabeforeandheisn'ttheMpho

whoalwayssaysstupidjokesthatyouhavetosolve

firstbeforeyougetwhatheevenmeans.Heissilent

andjustfocusingontheroad,Ithinkheisjust

avoidingme.

Me:WhereisNkosinathi?

Mpho:Athome



Me:Whydidheleavemehere?

Mpho:Heneededtobealone.Hedidn'twantyouto

seehimthatway.

Me:How'shelike?

Mpho:He's...He'sfine.

Somethingaboutwhathesaidjustwasn't

convincing.Hehaddoubt'sandyoucouldseeitright

throughhisface.Hecontinueddrivingandojust

decidedtolethimbe.Iwon'taskanyother

questionsandI'lljustwaitforustogethomeandI'll

seeformyself.Wait,we'renotonourwaytothe

royalhouse.

Me:Wherearewegoing?

Mpho:I'lldropyouoffatthemall.Belindaandthe

othersarethere.Youneedtocooloff

Me:Iwanttogohome

Mpho:I'mtakingyoutothemall.

Me:Mpho,takemehome!

Mpho:Naye,you'regoingtothemallandthat'sit.We



won'targueaboutthis,understood?

Ijustclickedmytongueathimandlookedaway.He

wasupsettingmeandIdon'tgetwhyIhavetobe

forcedtobegoingtosomestupidmall.Thishas

Nkosinathiwrittenalloverhim.Iwonderwhat's

goingonandifhe'sokay.Iwonderifhe'sthe

NkosinathiIknow.Ijustwanttobewithmyman.I

wasalreadycryingandMpholookedatme

Mpho:Nayepleasedon'tcry,pleaseyouknowIhate

itwhenyoucry.Please,Nkosinathidoesn'twantyou

toseehimlikethatanditsbadNaye,Ialsodon't

wantyoutoseehimatall.Justpleasestopcrying

andletmetakeyoutothemall.

Me:Okay

Ilookedoutthewindowandwipedoffmytears.I

wonderwhat'sgoingonandhowishe.Imisshim

andItrulywishIwaswithme,monsterornot.He's

stillmyNkosinathiandIlovehim.Ilovemyhulk.
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Thedrivetothemallwasabitlonger,Ithoughtwe're

goingtothesmallshoppingcenter/mallbutwewere

offtoPMB.ThegirlsandIhavebeenwalkingaround

thismalllifelessly,noonehasanythingintheir

handsandthisisthefirst.Weknowwhywe'vebeen

thrownatthismall,becausethingsarehecticand

theydon'twantustoseeit.We'vebeensilentandno

onehassaidanything,we'rejustwalkingand

honestlyIjustcan'tstartupaconversationrightnow,

allI'mthinkingofisNkosinathi.Itextedhimabout

anhouragoaskingifhewasokay,hehasn't

responded.

Zandy:Thisisn'tanyfunwhenyou'reforcedto.I'm

notevenwishingtogointoanyshoprightnow.

Ntoko:I'mjusttiredofwalkingaround.Let'sjustgo

toarestaurantandsitdown



Me:IfIwasn'tpregnant.I'dbesloshingtequilashots,

itsjustwhatIneedrightnow.

Wewenttotherestaurantandordereddrinks.

Bee:Whathappened?

Me:WegotthereandtalkedwithNdiphiwe,shesaid

alotofthings,hurtfulthingsthatNkosididtoher

andthentheyarguedandarguedtillwesorted

thingsout.Andthenshedropsabombonus,she

didn'treallygivethechildawayforadoption.Sheleft

himontheKgomo'sdoorstep.Apparentlytheywere

inonewardatthehospitalandMsKgomolosther

babywhilstgivingbirthandwhentheywereboth

dischargedshefollowedhertoherhouseandleft

thebabyonthedoorstep.

Siya:Youlie!Howcanshedosuchacruelthing!

Me:WhatNkosididtoherwasevenworse.Where's

NomkithaandLebo?

Phelo:TheyleftjustafteryouandNkosileft.

Me:Oh,I'llcallthemlater.

Zee:Whatdidhedo?



Me:Thingsthatnowomanshouldgothrough.

IwasdisturbedbyatextfromNkosi.Itreadas

follows:"I'msorry,I'msorryIleftyouthere.Ijust

didn'twantyoutoseemelikethat.I'mokay,enjoy

thereanddon'tworryyourselfaboutme.I'llbefine"

TearsjustdroppedandSnehheldmyhand

Sneh:Itwillallbeokay

Zandy:Marriageseemssotoughitscaresme.Ifyou

weren'tmarriedyou'ddumphisdamnassbutnow

you'remarried,it'salifetimecommitmentandwhat

youneedtodoisfixitandchallengeeveryobstacle

inyourway.Nkosinathicanbeamonstertoanyone

anddohorriblethingsandhe'dgocrazyandloose

hismindbuthurtingyouissomethinghewould

neverdo.

Ntokozo:Helovesyou,thatmanlovesyoumore

thanhelovesanyoneelseinthisworld.He'ddo

anything,anythingjusttomakeyouhappy.

Sneh:Youguyswillfixthisandfindasolutiontoit.

Don'tworry.



Me:Ihopehe'sokay

Ngamso:Where'sthisfood?I'mhungry,Iwasabout

toeatbeforeIwasshovedintoacarcominghere

nowIneedmyfood.

Belinda:We'llbegoinghomelatertodaybabygirl,

willyoubeokay?

Me:YesIwill.I'llmissyouguysbutI'llbeback

maybeaftertwoweeks

Siya:Sowillyougotoworkafteryourmaternity

leave?

Me:YesIwill.Imisswakingupandgoingtowork

formymoney

Phelo:Moneyyouwon'tevenuse

Me:Yes,Iguessso

Siya:Wellgoodluckonthatsweetheart.Idon'tthink

Nkosiwillevenallowyoutogobacktowork.You'll

beahousewifesippingwineandshoppingallday

justlikeme.It'sthegoodlife

Me:Idon'tneedhispermission.Icannotstayinthe

house,I'vestayedfortoolong.



Siya:I'vegotusedtoit.

Kamo:Whatwillwedonext?

Zee:Iguesswe'llwalkarounduntiltheycomeback

tofetchus.

Phelo:Weshouldgofixournails,pedicureand

manicure

Me:That'salsoagoodidea.Ihaven'tdon'tthatina

while.Mytoenailslookhorrible

Bee:Theweddingwillbeinonthe20thofFebruary

Sneh:Itmeanseverythingthatsbeenplannedshould

befinalized.Dressshoppingwillbenextweek,the

venue?

Bee:Ihaven'tthoughtaboutit

Sneh:Youshouldstartthinkingaboutit

Ntoko:Snehshould'vebeenaweddingplanner,

you'vedonethistoallofus.Alwaysonournecks

abouttheweddingplanning

Kamo:RememberwhenshehadtodragSiyatogo

doafullbodywax,sheliterallydraggedherthere.



Me:AndthetimesheforcedLubahandtheguysto

gogettheirsuits.Honestly,noweddingwould've

beensuccessfullifshewasn'tthere.She'sour

weddingplanner.

Siya:Istillcan'tbelievehowNcebaandPhilawere

abletopullofthesurprisewedding.Imean,Nceba

cannotkeepasecret

Ngamso:Shegotmoneysoshehadtoplayherpart

andkeepthesecretnomatterhowharditwas.

Zandy:Myweddingwillgoonandonforaweek

Phelo:Nowyou'recrazy

Zandy:EverythingisalwaysjustsobeautifulsoI'd

neverwantittoend.

Theweddingtalkcontinuedandcontinued.Nkosi

wasright,Istillwantawhitewedding.Justnotnow,

there'salotgoingonandIstillneedtoloosesome

weight.Myheartisateasenowaboutmyparents

andIknownothingwillbeabletobringthembackto

lifesoI'vehealedandmovedon.Istilldothinkabout

themeverydayanditbringsasmileonmyface,I

don'tcryaboutitanymorebecauseIknowtheyare



watchingoverus.Weweredonewithourfoodand

wepaidthebillandstartedwalkingaroundlooking

forthebestplacetodoournails.

Bee:ThisGooglethingsaysit'sonthelastdooron

ourright

Zandy:Soweshouldgoback?

Me:Iguessso.

Wewalkedbackandonceweturnedtherewasa

sharppaininmystomach

Me:Ouch,guysIneedtositdown.

Sneh:Areyouokay?

Zee:Sithere

Me:Aaaah!!!Ithurts!

ThepainwasincreasingandjustwhenIwasabout

tositdownmywaterbroke.

Me:Guys

Ntoko:What?

Me:Mywaterjustbroke



Zandy:Ohno!Whatdowedo??

Siya:Weshouldgetgoing.Holdherontheotherside

andI'llholdherthisside.

IkeptonbreathinginandoutandIjustcouldn'ttake

thepain.Thecontractionsarejustwaymorepainful

thanthoseofmyfirstpregnancy.I'mgoingtogive

birthtoday!Mybabywillarriveinthisworld.I'mso

excitedI'vehadtowait10months,10monthsformy

littledaughter.Wewerewalkingtotheparkinglot

andwealllookedateachother.Iguessweallcame

totherealizationofthatwedonthaveacar.We

weredroppedoffhereandwehavenocar,

Langelihleisanhourawayfromhere.Gettingtothe

royalhouseisanother30mins.

Me:CallNkosinathi

Phelo:Theirphonesareoff.I'vetriedbutIcan't

reachanyofthem.

Me:TryIsiorthequeenorthekinghimself!

Theytriedcallingbuttheyallwentstraightto

voicemail.Thisisnotgood!



Kamo:I'llgotalktothattaxidriver.Weneedthattaxi

Zee:I'mcomingwithyou.

Theyrantothetaxiandwestoodtherewaiting.The

painwasn'tgettinganylessbutinsteaditwas

gettingworse.

Me:Iwanttositdown

Belinda:Youcannotsitdown

Me:Iwanttositdown!!Ican'tstand

Ngamso:I'llhelpyou,todayreallywasn'tthedayto

bewearinghighheels.

Isatdownforawhileandkeptondrinkingwater

thatSnehwasgivingme.Theycamebackwiththe

taxiandtheycarriedmeinside.

Kamo:Canyoubelievewe'llhavetopaythisidiot

R3000justforhimtogetustoLangihle.Ihaveno

cash

Me:Ihavecashinmybag,givehimwhatever

amounthewants.CallNkosinathiandtellhimI'llkill

him!Howcanhe'sphonebeonoffwhenhehasa

damnpregnantwife!



Phelo:CalmdownNaye,justbreatheinandout

Ntoko:I'msoscared.IsthiswhatI'llhavetogo

throughinjusttwomonths.

IwasscreamingandsweatingsomuchIjust

couldn'ttakeitanymore.

Me:Takeoffmyunderwear

Zandy:Areyoucrazy??

Me:JustdoasIsayplease.Tellthisdrivertodrive

faster!

Belinda:Hurryplease!Weneedtogettothehospital

rightnow

Driver:Almostthere

Me:No,no,no!Nohospital.

Sneh:Whatdoyoumeannohospital?Youcannot

givebirthinataxi.

Me:GototheRoyalhouse,Ihavetogivebirththere.

Itssomesortoftradition,theirbabiesaredelivered

therenotinthehospital.



#Nkosi

Alothasbeengoingonlately.There'sneveraday

thatpassesandIdon'tthinkaboutmyson.Whether

hehaseatenorishewelltakencareofwhereverhe

is.Ithinkofourrelationship,willheevenlikedme?

Whatifhedoesn'twantmeandwantstostaywith

theKgomo's?Idon'tknowwhat'sgoingtohappen

butwhatIknowisthatI'llgetmysonback.Seeing

Ndiphiwetodaymademe,mademefeelalotof

mixedemotions.Mostofitwasjustanger,angerI

havetowardsmyself.Icannottakebackallthe

thingsI'vedonetoherinthepastandIfIcould,I

reallywould.There'snothingIregretmorethanall

thethingsI'vedonetoher.Whenshetalkedaboutit

andremindedmeofthethingsI'vedone,Ifelt

ashamedofmyselfandIdidn'tevenwanttohear

whatNayethoughtofme.I'msureshewants

nothingtodowithmeandshe'sdisgustedbymy

actions.NowomanshouldgothroughwhatIput

Ndiphiwethrough.Ialmosttookherlife.Apartof

menowunderstandswhyshedideverythingshedid

butI'mstillupsetaboutthewayshehandledit



becauseoursonissomewhereoutthereandIdon't

evenknowhe'sstateofliving.IfeelasifI'vefailed

asafather.I'vefailedmysonandIwanttomakeit

uptohim.I'lldoeverythingIneedtodojusttoget

himbackevenifitmeansitwouldbethelastthingI

doonearth.Justaslongashe'swithmyfamilyand

Iknowhewouldbewelltakencareoff.Wewatched

amoviewithEmihleearlieronanditmademefeela

lotbetter.ShefellasleepandIwenttochillwiththe

guyswhiletheladiesareatthemallinPMB.Ijust

neededthemtobeawayfromallthat'sgoingon

hereandforNayetoclearherhead.Iwasn'tina

goodstateandIdidn'twanthertoseemelikethat.

Ithurtswhensheshurtingbecauseofmeandthe

waythatIam.I'veputherthroughsomuchandshe

deservesabreak.Athihasbeenabletolocatethe

Kgomo'sbuthesaidthereisasmallproblemand

he'sstillworkingonit

Bonga:Youokaynow?

Me:YesI'mokaybutIjustwishtherewasawayI

couldtakebackthethingsI'vedonetoNdiphiwe.I

wishIcouldtakeallthepainNayeisfeeling.I'msure



shehatesmeandregretsevenbeingwithme

Thabo:That'snottrue.Inspiteofallyoudo,shestill

lovesyou.Nayeistheoneforyou

Jabu:Andshecaressomuchaboutyou

Mpho:WhenIwasdrivinghertoPMB,allshewanted

toknowwashowareyoudoing.Sheputsyoubefore

herself

Phila:OnethingIknowforsureisthatNayeloves

you.Don'tmessthingsup,youcannotloseher.

Me:AllIwanttodoismakeherhappyandloveher.I

hopeshehasn'tgivenuponus.

Athi:TherearesevenKgomofamiliesintheFree

Stateandindifferentvillages.Youshouldask

Ndiphiwewhereexactlywasitandwe'llbeableto

locatethem.

Me:Iwill.Ijusthopewefindhimbeforethismonths

ends

Lubah:Itsthe12thofJanuarytoday,westillhave

sometime.

Lyanda:What'sthatnoise?Thesetaxipeoplewith



theirnoise.

Phila:Itsparkedatthegate.Ithinkitscominghere

Mayi:Let'sgocheckitout.

Whenweallsteppedoutside,KamoandNangamso

cameoutthetaxiandwererunningtous.

Mpho:What'sgoingon?

Me:WhereisNaye?

Kamo:We'vebeencallingyouforthepasthourand

thirtyminutes.Tellthemtoopenthegate!

Me:Guards!Openthegate.What'sgoingon

Kamogelang?

Kamo:Herwaterbroke,shesinlabourpains

Me:What!Doesthatmeanthebabyiscoming?

Ngamso:Yes.Letmegocallmah

Me:TellhertoprepareeverythingandcallMaMbelu.

Irantothetaxiasitparkedandmybeautifullifewas

screamingoutsoloudIjustwishedIcouldtakeher

pain



Naye:GetthisbabyoutofmeNkosinathi!!Youputit

in!Getitout!

Me:Itsgoingtobeokaybabe,justcalmdownand

breathe.Isitpainful?

Naye:Noit'snotI'mjustactingthisalloutforthe

funofit...Ofcauseitspainful!Getmeoutofthistaxi

Bongahelpedmegetheroutandwecarriedherto

thehutwherewe'veallbeenbornin.Welaidheron

thebedandmomwasalreadythere.Shetooka

towelanddippeditinwarmwaterthankepton

wipingNaye'sface.

Mom:Youneedtostepoutside

Me:I'mnotdoingthat

Bee:Youcannotbeinherewhileshegivesbrith,is

sheready?

Mom:No.Westillneedtowait

Me:Youcannotwait,she'sinpain.

Mom:Thebaby'sheadisn'tcloseyet.

Me:Justgivehersomethingtoeasethepain



Mom:Wecannotdothat.SeewhyIwantedyouout

ofhere?Youhavetoomanyquestionsandyouwon't

understandeverythingwedoinhere.

Naye:Nkosinathiithurts,I'mneverevergetting

pregnant.

Me:OkaywhateveryouwantNaye.Juststopcrying

please

MaMbelucameinandVulamasangowasalso

outside.Thecloudsweregettingdarkandthey

seemedtobecarryingheavyrain

King:AchildofRoyaltyisbeingborntoday.Let's

stepoutsidesonandawaitfortheprincessof

Langelihle.

MaMbhelu:She'sready,passmethetowels.

Me:I'llbeoutside.IloveyouNokukhanya.

Shenoddedandshewasstillcrying.Ithurttosee

herthatway.I'mveryhappy,myprincessiscoming.

I'llgettoholdherandkissherlittlehands.I'ma

luckyman,myfamilyisgrowing.Emihlewillbeso

happy,we'vewaited10monthsforthisdaytofinally



come.
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Thetaxirideseemedtohavebeentakingforever.I

couldn'tevenfeelmylegsanymore.Thepainwas

justunbearableandfinallyIwaslaidonabedafter

havingtogothroughthebumpyhumpsinthattaxi.I

thoughtIwasgoingtogivebirthtomychildinataxi,

canyouimagine?MaMbeluhasbeenslappingmy

thighssohardshe'saddingontothepainI'mfeeling.

I'vebeenpushingandpushingbutthebabyisn'tout

yet.Seemslikeshehasabigheadjustlikeher

father.

MaMbelu:PushNokukhanya!Push!

IscreamedoutloudasIpushedwitheverythingin



me.IpushedagainandIheardlittlesqueekycries,

she'soutandIjustlaidtherefeelingsodrainedand

exhausted.TheycleanedherupandwhileMaMbelu

cleanedmeupandstitchedme.Itfeltsopainfulbut

it'sworththepain.Nkosi'smomcametomewith

mydaughterwrappedinapinkblanketandshe

lookedsosmallandcute.Shelooksexactlylike

Nkosinathi,butshetookmyskincolour.

Me:Hellolittleone,hello.Thisismommy,youlook

socute

MaQ:She'ssosmall.I'llgocallEmihleand

Nkosinathi

Kamo:She'ssocute,Ican'tgetoverherbigcheeks.

Me:Shehasbrowneyes

MaMbelu:Theyareallbornlikethat,Iremember

whenNkosinathiwasborn.Hedidn'tstopcrying,he

wasbigandheavy.

Welaughedasshetoldthestory.Apparentlyshe

hasdeliveredalltheQueen'sbabies,fromNkosinathi

downtoIsiphile.Shedoeslookabitold.Iguessthis

roomhasbeenturnedintoaminihospitalroom



becauseallweneededwasinhereandwehada

safedelivery.IneverthoughtI'dhaveahomebirth

butIdidanditwassuccessful.Emihlewasthefirst

tocomeinandshestoodnexttome.

Emihle:Sabelosababakhe,she'shere!Daddycome

look!

Me:Whatdidyoujustsay?

Emihle:Me?NoIdidn'tsayanything.

ShelaughedandNkosinathitookthebabyandheld

her.

Nkosi:Shelookslikeme.ThankyouMaHlase,thank

you.

Hekissedmyforeheadandplayedwiththebaby

Nkosi:Sabelosababakhe,we'vebeenwaitingforyou.

Me:That'sthenameEmihlecalledher.

Nkosi:Yesthat'shersecondname,Emihleknew

aboutitmaybewhenyouwere2monthspregnant

Me:Andyoudidn'ttellmeEmihle?

Emihle:ItwasasecretmommyIcouldn'ttellyou.



WowsoEmihlecankeepsecretsnow,forsolong

shedidn'teventellme.Itsabeautifulnamebutits

solong

Me:What'sherfirstname?

Nkosi:LisakhanyaSabelosababakheMkhize

Me:Theyarebeautifulnames,Ilovethem.They're

solongthoughshewon'tbeabletospellthemtill

she's7or8.

Nkosi:Itsrainingoutside,she'scomewithmany

manyblessings.Sheisablessing

Emihle:I'mgoingtotelltheothersIhavealittle

sisternow.I'llbebackLisa

Me:Lisa,howdidyoucomeupwiththosenames?

Nkosi:Iactuallywantedtonameheraftermy

grandmotherbutfathertoldmeMakhosazanawould

beanoldnameforhersohenamedherLisakhanya.

AndSabelosababakhe,Icameupwithit.She'sso

beautiful,I'lltakehertomyfather.Hehasn'tseen

her.

Me:Okay,Mapleasehelpmesitup.



MaQ:Okaymychild.We'llhavetogetyoutoyour

roomsoyoucanrestandbewarmer.It'scoldin

here

Sneh:I'llparkacarnearthedoorsowewon'thave

towalk.Itspouringoutside

ShewentoutandafterafewminutesIwasinmy

roomalreadyandsheopenedtheheater.It'sturned

intoacoldcoldafternoon.Afterallthathas

happenedtoday,somethinggoodandpositivecame

outofit.Nkosinathicameinandmyfriendsleftus

alone.Iguessthey'llnowbeleavingtomorrow.

Nkosi:Icannotgetenoughofher.Shekeepson

eatingherthumb.

Me:Letmefeedher,maybeshe'shungry.

Nkosinathihasn'tletgoofLisa,he'sattachedandI

havetoholdherandhishandtoo.Atfirstitwasabit

painful,Ihaven'tbreastfedinyears.

Nkosi:Doesithurt?

Me:Justabit.Nkosinathi,moveyourhand.Itsheavy

Nkosi:Sorry,MaMbelutellsmeweshouldn'thave



sextillyou'vehealedproperly

Me:Yes,Idon'twantyoursnaketotaremyvirgina

justlikeLisa'sheaddid.

Nkosi:Ittore?

Thelookonhisfacewaspriceless.Icouldn'thelp

butlaughathim.Heseemedtobesocuriousand

anxiousatthesametime.

Me:Ittore,justabit.

Nkosi:Iwannasee

Me:No!It'sstitched

Nkosi:Istillwannasee

Me:No!You'renotgoingtoseeanything.Justwait

for3weeksthanyou'llgetwhatyouwant.

Nkosi:You'resounfair.She'sasleep,canIholdher?

Me:Youcanputheronthebed.Sheshouldn'tfall

asleepinyourarms,she'llgetusedtoitandnotbe

abletosleeponthebed.

Nkosi:Shemustgetusedtofallingasleepinmy

arms



Me:Nosheshouldn't,itstiring.

Nkosi:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Heseemssoemotionalandhe'sbeenstaringatLisa,

he'sneverexperiencedthisbeforeandIguessitsall

justoverwhelmingtohim.Heseemstobedeepin

thoughtandIjustlaidthereandlookedathim.

Nkosi:I'mthinkingabouthim

Me:Talktome

Nkosi:Iwishthingswentdifferently.IknowIdid

horriblethingstoNdiphiweandI'msorryyouhadto

hearallthat.I'msureyoumighthatemeandregret

beingwithmebutIloveyouNaye,you'retheonly

womanI'veeverloved.Justpleasetellmewhatto

dotomakethingsright,I'lldoanything.

Me:Apologize,sincerelyapologizetoNdiphiwe.

Nkosi:I'lldoitjustforyou.

Me:Don'tdoitforme,doitforyourselfandher.She

needsthatkindofclosure,she'llbeabletomoveon

andstopbeingterrifiedofyou.



Nkosi:I'lldoit

Me:Andyoushouldworkongettingoursonhome.

Heneedstobehome

Nkosi:Iwill.We'vefoundmanyKgomofamiliesin

FreeState.Ndiphiweneedstotelluswhereexactly

wasit

Me:I'lltextherandask

Itextedherandallwehavetodoitwaitforher

response.Therewasaknockonthedoorand

Nongcebobargedin.

Nongcebo:Whatdowehavehere?AlittleMkhize

angel.Cometoaunty,ourlittleprincesshasarrived.

Shetookherandkeptonplayingwithhereven

thoughshewasasleep

Nongcebo:I'mmadatyoumommyNaye,howcould

yougivebirthwithoutmebeingaround.Sucha

naughtymommyyouhave.

Me:We'resorryAuntyNongcebo

ShelaughedandwentoutwithLisa.Therestofthe

familywantstotaketurnsandseemylittlebaby.



LusandaandNongceboaresoattachedtoher.

Nkosiclosedthedoorandwenttohissidedrawer

Nkosi:Igotyourring

Me:Youreallyboughtit?Thoughtyou'veforgotten

aboutitalready

Nkosi:YousaidyouwanteditsoIgotitforyou.May

Iputitonyourfinger

Me:Yesyoumay.

Nkosi:Withthisring,Ipromisetoloveyou,carefor

youandkeepyouhappy.IknowI'veputyouthrough

alotandI'vehurtyou.Butmyloveforyouisgenuine.

Itrunsdeeperthantheoceanandfly'shigherthan

aneagle.MaMkhize,you'vemademethehappiest

manalive,youlovedmeandtaughtmehowitfeels

tobelovedandshownmethetruemeaningoflove.

YoustaywithmeevenatmomentswhenIthink

you'lljustpackupandleavebecauseithasall

gottentoomuchforyoubutyouprovemewrong

andyoustay.Ibroughtalottoyourlife,Iintroduced

youtosomeonewhotookwhatwasmostimportant

toyouandyoualmostlostyourlifebecauseofme.



Itsfunnyhowwe'veonlybeentogetherforjusta

yearbutwe'vebeenthroughsomuchandourlove

hasbeentestedineverywaypossible.Iwantyouto

behappy,Iwantyoutomakemyhouseahome,for

ustoraiseourchildrentogetherandbeahappy

family.IknowwithyouIgotthat,IloveyouMaHlase.

Ireallydoloveyouandnevereverforgetthat.

IwasalreadysoemotionalandIwascrying.He

reallydidbuymetheringIwantedallthewayfrom

Russia,I'msureitmusthavecosthimafortune.He

isn'tthetypethatsaysromanticthingsandwrites

poemsformeandcomesupwithromanticgestures

andeverytimehedoesit,itreallytouchesmyheart

becauseIknowitcomesfromdeepdownhisheart.

Yesthismanhasputmethroughalotbutthat

doesn'tchangethewayIfeelabouthim.Ilovehim

andthatwillneverchange.Heistheoneformeand

tothinkthatIoncedelayedthingsbetweenusand

thoughtI'dneverbewithhim,thatwassostupidof

me.Thismanlovesme.AndIamindeedtheluckiest

womanonearth.

Me:I'llneverforgetit.IloveyoutooMrMkhize.You



makemethehappiestwomanalive.Youcareforme

likenoothermanhas,youlovemeandyoustandby

meatalltimes.We'vebeenthroughalot,Ilostmy

parentsalongthewayandyouwerethereforme,

youtaughtmetoitsokaynotbeokay,Iwasalways

independentanddidn'twanttobevulnerablebutyou

tookmeandputmeintoyourlovingarmsandIfelt

safewithyou.IfelttheloveyouhaveformeandI

stilldofeeliteachandeveryday.I'llneverleaveyou,

we'reinthistogether.We'reinthisforever.Youdo

needtopromisemeonethingMkhize

Nkosi:Whichis?Whateveritis,Ipromise.

Me:IfIsaidpromiseyou'llletmegoifIwantedto

leaveyou?Youpromise?

Hequicklystoodupandlookedsohurtandworried.

Hewaswalkingaroundtheroomandstoodbythe

window.Iwantedtolaughathimbutitstillfeltgood

toseehimlikethat.

Nkosi:Icannotpromiseyouthat.Idon'tthinkI'llbe

abletoletyouleaveme.

Me:Iwasjustjokingbabe,nowcomesitnexttome.



Imissbeinginyourarms

Nkosi:Youwerereallyjokingright?Youdon'twant

toleaveme?

Me:Iwasjoking,nowcomebeforeIchangemy

mind.

HelaidnexttomeandIputmyheadonhischest

andhekeptonkissingmyforehead.

Me:Putmyringon

Nkosi:Oh,Iforgotaboutthat.

Heputitonandit'sreallybeautifulandheavy.I'm

moreinlovewithitnowthatit'sonmyfingers.

Nkosi:Whatdidyouwantmetopromiseyou?

Me:Thatyou'llstopshuttingmeout.Stoppushing

meawayNkosinathi

Nkosi:I'lltry

Me:Don'ttry...Juststopplease.Ithurtsme,alot.

Nkosi:I'msorry

Wekissedforawhileandhadaboner,hekepton



squeezingmyboobsanditwasreallypainful

Me:Stop,itspainful.

Nkosi:Itswet,evenyourshirtiswet.

Me:Itsthemilk,Ineedtogetbreastpads.Myboobs

arefullofmik,pleasegetLisa.

Nkosi:I'llbeback.

Hewentoutforafewminutesandcamebackwith

her.Shehasaloudsqueekycryanditsdefeaning.

Me:Sssh,don'tcrynow.Mommy'sgoingtofeedyou

justnow.Passmethenappyplease

Nkosi:Okay,whereisit?

Me:Inthatbag,babywipestoo.

HegotthemformeandwatchedmeasIchanged

hernappy.Heissofascinatedaboutthisyoucould

seeitinhiseyes.Itookoutmyleftboobandfed

Lisa.

Nkosi:Itshuge,itseemslikeitsgainedweight.

Me:You'reveryweird,youjustsaythemoststupid

thingsever.



IgotanSMSfromNdiphiweandshehadsentme

theaddressoftheKgomo's.Ishoweditto

Nkosinathi

Nkosi:Willyoubeokay?I'llcalltheotherstocome

sitwithyouherewhilewe'rebusywiththegents.

Me:Okaybabe,i'llmissyou.

Nkosi:Doyouwantmetostay,wecandothis

anothertime?

Me:Nonobabe,youneedtoworkongettingourson

home.

Nkosi:I'llseeyouatsupper.

EmihlebargedinandNkosileft.Shesatnexttome

Emihle:CanIholdthebaby?

Me:Okay,situpstraightandI'llshowyouhowto

holdher.

Emihle:She'sbeautifulmom.WasIthissmallwhenI

washerage?

Me:Yes,youweresmaller.Iwasafraidtoevenhold

youbecauseIthoughtyou'dslipandfall.



Emihle:Whenwillshebeabletotalk?Whenwillshe

walk?Iwanttoplaydollyhousewithher.

Me:Youhavetowaitforafewmonths.She'sonly

justadayold.Youknowwhat'sthedatetoday?

Emihle:The12thofJanuary

Me:Nowthat'sherbirthday.Nextyear,onthe12th

ofJanuaryshe'llbeayearold.

Emihle:She'llgrowupandhavenofrontteethlike

me?

Me:Yourswillgrowsoontoo.You'reloosingyour

babyteethandgettingnewstrongteeth

Emihle:Liketheonesdaddyhas?Theyarestrong

Me:Yesjustlikedaddies

Emihle:DaddytoldmeIhavealittlebrother,whereis

he?

Me:Withafamilythat'stakingcareofhim.He'llbe

homesoon,you'llalsogettoplaywithhim.

Emihle:I'mexcited!AtleastI'llhavesomeonetoplay

with.I'llbethebestbigsisterever!Gogotoldme



thatIshouldmakeajerseyforLisakhanya.She'll

teachmehowtomakeit.

Me:That'sgreat.Whenyouknowhowtomakeit.

You'llteachmetoo?

Emihle:YesIwill.

WestayedandbondedforawhileandZeecameto

callustogodownstairsforsupper.Shehelpedme

upandcarriedLisawhileIwalkedslowlytothe

dinningroom.TheKingtookLisaandwesatdown.

Theguysweren'there,itextedNkosiaskingwhere

hewas

"We'llbelateforsupper...Betherein30mins"he

responded

MaQ:Wherearetheseboys?

Me:They'llbebackin30,there'ssomethingthey

neededtosortout.

Wedishedupandsaidgrace.Theyopenedthedoor

andbargedin,Iguesstheycamebacksoonerthan

expected.Nkosinathilookedatmeandsmiled

Nkosi:Wefoundhim,weknowwhereheis.



Ismiledandheldhishand.Hehadthebiggestsmile

onhisface.HeisreallyhappyandI'mhappytook.

Todayourlittleprincess,Lisakhanya

SabelosababakheMkhizecamewithblessings.
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AfewweekshavepassedandSabelosababakheis

nowamonthold.SheisthecutestbabyI'veever

seenandyoualwaysjustwanttocarryherandbe

aroundher.Herfatherissoattachedtoherheeven

didn'tgotoworkfortwoweeks,thatwasalsoan

excuseforEmihlenotgoingtoschool.Shesaid

she'sbabysittingthereforeshewon'tattendschool.

Shedoesn'tdosleepoversonweekendslikeshedid

before,she'salwaysbondingwithherlittlesisterand

playingdollyhouseandIhavetospeakforLisaand

playwithher.I'velostsomeofmybabyweightbut



mythighsandhipsjustwon'tgobacktonormal.My

stomachisflatnow,youwouldn'tsayIwaspregnant

justamonthago.Nkosinathijustwaitedforaweek

andafterthathewasonmeandrippingmypoor

virgina.Itfeltgoodtohavehiminsideofmeagain

thoughIwasabittightanditfeltlikehewassobig

insideofme.We'vebeenhappy,reallyhappybut

there'salwayssomethingmissinginhimandItry

makinghimfeelbetter.Thesituationwithhissonis

tarringhimapartandeachdaythatgoesbyisaday

wastedfromthemgettingtoknoweachotherand

betogether.Theyfoundhimandthenextmorning

theywenttoFreeStateyettheywerenotallowedto

seeKwenzokuhle.TheymetwiththeKgomo's

introducedthemselvesanddiscussedtheissueyet

theKgomo'smadetheirdecisionandtheywerenot

goingtoallowNkosinathitotakehimnorevenjust

seehim.Hecouldn'tevenseeapictureofhisson.I

alwayswonderedifhe'sgoingthroughallthis

troubleonlytofindoutthatit'snothis.Thatwould

literallybreakhisheartandIknowhewouldhurt

Ndiphiweineverywaypossible,hewouldn'thesitate

tojustkillher.TheKgomo'stookhimtocourtand



Nkosinathihadthebestlawyersathandanditwas

decidedthathe'dbeallowedtoseethebabyandhe

willspendaweekendhereandgobacktoFreeState

untilthecourthasfinallyreachedafinaldecision.

TheytookbloodfrombothKwenzokuhleand

NkosinathiforaDNAtestandalsotookNdiphiwe's

andwewillgettheresultsonthenextcourtdate.

NkosinathiapologizedtoNdiphiweandIwasthere

too.ItwassincereIevenshedafewtears.She

acceptedhisapologybutthatdidn'tmeanshehas

forgottenandwouldjustgetoverherfearforhim.At

leasthehasapologizedanditwillhelpherhealand

beabletofullyforgiveandforget.Asweirdasit

mightbe,NdiphiweandIgetalongverywell.Wenot

bestiebestieorbuddybuddykindofthingbutwe're

civilwitheachotherandwetalkmore.AfterLisahad

criedaround3amandwewokeup,Nkosinathi

couldn'tsleepanymoreandIdid.I'mverylucky,my

husbandisnotadeepsleeperhesometimesstays

upwithLisawhenshejustdecidesshe'snotgoing

tosleepwhileI'mverytiredandsleepy.Iwakeup

whenIhavetobreastfeedher.Shedoesn'tdrink

formulamilkatall,whenItriedfeedingittohershe



justcriedsoloudanddidn'tevenswallowit.Iwoke

uptodayandtheyweren'tinbedwithNkosinathi.I

tookashower,gotdressedandwentdownstairs,

Nkosinathiwasalreadydressedinasuitandhe

lookedawaytoformal.Iknowtodayisabigdayfor

himbutwhowearsasuitwhentheyaremeeting

theirlittlesonforthefirsttime.

Me:Asuit?ReallyNkosinathi

Nkosi:WhatshouldIwearthan?

HekissedmycheekandhandedoverLisatome.

Shehadalreadybathed,ItaughtNkosinathihowto

batheherandchangehernappyandhehasbecome

anexpertinit.

Me:Changeintosomethingcomfortable,likeagolf

T-shirtandjeansoratracksuitpantsorsomething.

Justnotasuit,whatifhewantstogoplayatthe

parkorevenhereoutside,you'llplayinasuit?

Nkosi:No

Me:Gochangepleasebeforeyouhavetoleave.He'll

bearrivingattheairportsoon.



Hecamewithoneofthesocialworkersappointed

bythecourtandshe'llbegoingbackafterNkosihas

pickedhimup.ImadesureIbroughteverythinghe'll

needandmore.Wehavealreadyfixedhisroomfor

himandNkosinathiboughthimsomanytoys,

clothes,sneakersandabicycle.

Hehasbeensoexcitedhecouldn'tevenwaitforthis

daytoarriveandI'msureitwillbeverysadwhenhe

hastoleaveonSunday.Youcanseeitallon

Nkosinathi'sface,heissonervousandIamtoo.

Afterafewminuteshecamedownstairsandlooked

goodandcomfortable.

Nkosi:Ihavetogonow,I'llbebacksoon.

Me:I'msureNdiphiwewillbeheresoon.Goodluck

Nkosi:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

IwalkedhimtothedoorandNdiphiwewasaboutto

knock.Shegotalittlefrightwhenweopenedand

greeted

Me:Heygirl,comein.Nkosinathiwasjustleaving



Ndiphiwe:Howareyou?

Me:I'mokay,I'msureyoumustbeverynervous

Ndiphiwe:Ihaven'tevenslept.Ifeellikeit'salljusta

dream.MayIhavewaterplease?

Me:Inthefridge,makeyourselfcomfortable.

IsatdownandfeedLisa,shewasgettingsleepy.

AfterafewminutesshewasfastasleepandIput

herinherbabycot.Iwenttothekitchenand

preparedsomefood.WhenEmihlecomesbackfrom

schoolshe'llgettomeetherlittlebrotherandI'm

sureitwillbechaotic.Ndiphiwewassonervousshe

couldn'tevenholdthebottleofwaterproperly.

Me:Haveitwithgarlic,itwillhelpwiththenerves.

Ndiphiwe:Yousure?IhategarlicbutI'llhaveit

anyways.Ineedtocalmdown,evenmyarmpitsare

sweating.

Me:Itusuallyhelpsme.You'llbefine,justrelax.

Everythingwillbeokay.

WewatchedTVforawhileandheardNkosinathi's

carpullover.



Me:Ready?

Ndiphiwe:Yes,yesIam.

Nkosinathiopenedthedoorcarryingasmallback

andhewasfollowedbyaminiNkosinathi.Ilooked

athimandlookedatthechild.Theyarecompletely

identical,wedon'tevenneedDNAresults.Their

resemblancesaysitall.Hewasstandingbehind

Nkosinathilikehewashiding.Nkosinathipickedhim

upandhelookedveryworriesonhisface.Iwonder

ifeverythingisokay,Ndiphiwewasalreadycrying

anditwasindeedanemotionalmoment

Nkosi:Zuko,thisisyourmomandthisisyourmom

too.

Zuko?WhyishecallinghimZuko?Isn'thisname

Kwenzokuhle.

HenoddedandwhisperedsomethinginNkosinathi's

ears,Nkosilaughedandnodded.Heputhimdown

andhecametome

Me:Helloboy,youlookbigandstrong.

Ijustdidn'tevenknowwhattosaytohim,sayinghe



looksbigandstrongweretheonlythingsthatcame

upinmymind.Ihuggedhimandheseemed

frightened.Iguesshe'sshybecausehe'snotusedto

us.HewentontoNdiphiweandsheintroduced

herselfashisrealmother.Theysatdowntogether

andspoke,Ndiphiwecalmedherselfdownand

stoppedcrying.

Me:I'llgetyouguyssomethingtoeat.Boydoyou

likehotdogs?

IjustcallhimboybecausebecauseIdon'tknow

whetherheisfamiliarwiththeKwenzokuhlename

andI'malsonotfamiliarwiththeZukoname.

Kwenzo:Whatisthatmama?

Itfeltsorightwhenhesaidmamatome,Idon't

knowwhybuttearsjustdropped.IguessSiyawas

right,itfeelssonaturalandoverwhelming.Ismiled

andresponded

Me:I'llmakeyouhotdogsandwe'llseeifyoulove

themornot.

Thechildisthreeyearsoldandhedoesn'tknow

whatahotdogis?Nkosinathifollowedmetothe



kitchen

Nkosi:Something'snotright,Icanfeelit.

Me:Why?Whatisit?

Nkosi:Heseemssoscared,sofrightened.WhenI

heldhimthefirsttimeheliterallyfrozeandhid

behindthesocialworker.Something'swrong.

Me:Maybehe'sjustshyandhewasscaredofyou.It

washisfirsttimeseeingyouNkosinathisosurely

he'dbefrightened.Andmaybehe'sjustaquiet,shy

littleboy.Justgivehimtimetoadjustandletloose.

Hedoesn'tseemlikehe'sscaredanymore.

Nkosi:WhenyoutouchhimNaye,hegetsscared,

sheshakes.NayeI'mnotoverthinkingthis,don't

lookatmelikethat.

Me:Likehow?I'mnotlookingatyouinanykindof

way.

Nkosi:You'relookingatmeasofI'mcrazy.

Me:What'scrazyishowidenticalyouguyslook.He

looksjustlikeyou,whenwillyourfamilycomesee

him?



Nkosi:TheyweregoingtocometomorrowbutI'll

callthemandtellthemnotto.Ifeellikehestill

needstogetusedtous.Hemightfeelscaredwith

everyonethereandthey'llallwanttoseehim.It

mightbetoomuchforhim.

Me:Iunderstand.I'lllookintowhatyou'resaying.

Nowcalmdownandenjoyyourtimewithhim

Nkosi:Okaybabe.I'mjustworriedabouthim,

where'smylittleone?

Me:She'ssleeping.Helpmewiththattray.

Wetookthefoodandputitonthetable.

Kwenzo:Pleasehelpmeeatmama

Hesaidthatwhilehewaslookingatmeand

Ndiphiwerespondedandtookhisfood.This"mama"

situationwillbeconfusing.Heateslowlyandhe

smiled

Kwenzo:Ittastesgood

HeateitallandImadehimanotherone,heateit

andfinishedit.Hewantedmore,hemustbereally

hungry.NdiphiweheldhishandandInoticedwhat



Nkositalkedabout.Hejustfrozeandlookedatme,i

turnedandlookedatNkosinathi.Ididn'twanttoput

mymindmuchtoit.Lisabrokethesilencewithher

loudsqueekyIrushedtoherandcarriedher

Me:I'mgoingtochangehernappy,I'llbeback.I

wentupstairsandchangedhernappythanfedher.

Aftermakingherburpwewentdownstairsagainand

Kwenzowantedtoseeher.Ilaidheronthecouch

andheplayedwithherlittlehand.

Me:WhyishecalledZuko?

Nkosi:That'sthenameheknows,theynamedhim

Luzuko.It'sevenonhisbirthcertificate,Luzuko

Kgomo.

Me:Ohokay.Heatealot

Nkosi:Let'sgotothekitchen

WewentthereandIsatonthekitchencounter.

Nkosi:Yourthighs

Me:Whataboutthem?

Nkosi:They'rearesexy.Icannotconcentrate.Did

youseehowhefroze?Whenheeats,heeatslike



Jesbeenstarvedfordays.Somethingsnotright,I

needtotalktohim.

Me:Doitlater,heseemstobeenjoyinghimselffor

now.

Emihlecamerunninginandwentstraightto

KwenzokuhleandLisa

Emihle:Youmustbemybrother!

TheyhuggedandKwenzolookedconfusedatfirst,

hestoodupandIrealizedhe'stall.Hetalksabit

slowlythough,Iguesshe'slikeMayibongweorisit

becausehe'sstillveryyoung.Someofhiswordsare

funny.Theyrantotheroomandtheyplayedfor

hoursandhours.IntheeveningNdiphiwewentto

sayhergoodbyesbutshe'llbebacktomorrow.She's

goingtobehereallthetimeandgohomeinthe

evenings.Iwalkedheroutandwestoodforawhile.

Me:Didyounoticesomethingoffabout

Kwenzokuhle?

Ndiphiwe:Odd?

Me:Yes.Somethingweirdabouthim?



Ndiphiwe:No.Why?Whatdidyounotice?

Ilookedatherandshewascompletelyclueless.

Howcanshenotnoticeanything?

Me:Nonothing,maybeitsbecauseI'mnotusedto

him.Maybehe'sawkwardlyshy

Ndiphiwe:Mycabishere,goodbye.You'llgetused

tohim,IwasalsoshywhenIwashisage.He'sstilla

kid,itswhatweallgothrough.

Me:Yes,you'reright.

IorderedPizzaforsupperanditcameafterafew

minutes.

Me:Kids!!Supperisready

Theycamerunningdownthestairs.

Nkosi:There'llbealotofrunninginthishouse.

Whenhemovesinherewe'llneedtomovetheir

roomsdownstairs,Idon'twantthemtohurt

themselves.ImaginethechaosonceLisacanwalk.

Me:Itwillbeverychaotic.Comeeat

Kwenzo:Whatisthismama?



Me:ItsPizza,tasteit.Ittastesreallygood.

Heateitandkeptonnoddinghisheadandatemore.

YoucouldseethatitsreallyaffectingNkosi.I'lltalk

toKwenzooncewe'redonewithsupper.Theyate

andIwasbathingLisa.AfterIwasdoneIgaveNkosi

thebabyandwenttowashthedishes.Thehelpers

don'tstayoveranymorebutonceIgobacktowork

I'llneedananny.I'llstopdoingnightshiftsandwill

workduringthedayonly.I'llchangemydayoffto

FridaysoIcanhaveanextendedweekendwhich

givesmemoretimetospendwiththekidsanddo

morethingslikeoutdooractivitiesforKwenzo,he

seemsasifhedoesn'tknowmanythingssoI'll

makesurehegetseverythingheneedsandhavea

perfectgoodchildhoodlikeanyotherchildren.Nkosi

saidtheKgomofamilyseemedprivilegedandthey

werewelloff,Idon'tunderstandwhythechild

doesn'tknowsimplethingssuchahotdogsand

pizza.Ijustfailtounderstandormaybetheyate

vegetablesonly.Iwentbacktotheloungeandsat

nexttoKwenzo

Me:Emihle,youneedtogobathnowandyou'llcome



backfordesertthansleepokay?

Emihle:Yesmom.I'llbebackZuko

Me:ComecloserZuko,doyoumisshome?

Heshookhishead,Iguessthat'sano.

Me:Why?Youdon'tmissmomandDad?

Kwenzo:No.Idon'tmissthem.Ilovepizza

Me:You'regoingtohavemoretomorrow,let'sgo

helpyoubath.Canyoubathyourself?

Kwenzo:No

IcarriedhimandNkosifollowedmewithLisa.Iput

himonthebedandtookofhisclothes

Me:You'rewearingsomanyclothes,it'snoteven

cold

Nkosi:Maybeitwascoldwhenhelefthome.

Icouldn'tbelievewhatIwasseeing.Hisbodywas

fullofmarksscars,no,no,nothiscan'tbe.He'sjust

athreeyearold.Whocouldbeatupathreeyearold

withasjambok?Thesearedefinitelysjambokmarks,

somewereoldandsomewerestillfresh.



Me:Nkosinathi

Nkosi:Yesmylove

Me:Comeseethis.

IwasalreadycryingandKwenzokuhlelookeddown

andrubbedhispalmstogether,hedoesthistoo?

Justlikehisfather.Nkosilookedsoangry,heput

LisaonhercotandheldKwenzo.

Nkosi:Dotheyhityou?

HelookeddownandheldontoNkosiashestarted

tocry

Kwenzo:YesDad,theyhitme.

ThisisthefirsttimehecallshimDad,hewas

holdingontoNkosinathiandyoucouldseeinNkosi's

eyesthathewaslivid!Hewasbeyondbeingangry,

hewascrushed.

Nkosi:Itsgoingtobefine.You'renevergoingback

there.They'llpayforit.

IfeelsorryfortheKgomo's,they'vemessedwiththe

wrongman.Hemeanswhathejustsaid.Theywill

payforthis.
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Kwenzokuhlespentthewholeweekendwithus,it

wassomuchfunandweallbondedandgotalong

well.Heissuchasmartenergeticboywhohastoo

manyquestionsandheisnotshyaswethought.He

hasbroughtthesparklebackinNkosinathi'seyes

andheisindeedveryhappyagain.Wedecidedtolet

thingsrestfortheweekendandwe'lldealwiththis

matteroncewegotocourt,whichistoday.He

hasn'tbeenokaytodayandhehasalotinhismind.

PicturesweretakenofKwenzokuhle'sbodyand

Bongatookittohislawfirm,heispersonally

workingonthiswiththehelpofNtokozoandSneh.

Hehasbeenreallystressedbecausetheytoldusit

isaveryhardcaseduetothatNdiphiwewastheone



wholeftthechildatthedoorstep.Butwiththis

evidencewehaveIhopeallwillbewell.

Me:Breakfastisready!!Don'trunplease!

Iknowtheywon'tevenlistentome,runningisin

theirblood.Theycamedownstairsanddiggedin.

NkosinathicametothekitchenwithLisakhanya.My

babyhasgrownsomuchandhercheeksare

chubbier.Speakingofwhich,Ntokozogavebirth.It

wasearlierthanexpectedbutshegavebirthtoa

healthybabyboythisweekendandhe'snameis

Siqalo.He'ssuchahandsomebabyboyandhe

lookslikehe'sdaddy.Nkosinathiheldmyhandand

lookedatme.Thosearesomeoftheconversations

wehavelatelyyettherearenowordsspoken.He

justholdsmyhandandlooksatme.Ijustalways

squeezeitandnodd.IneverknowwhatI'mnodding

tobutmaybehejustneedsmeandforassurance,

formorestrengthandforhimtoknowthatI'mwith

him.

Me:Wannaeat?

Nkosi:Nothanks,I'lljusthaveyoghurt.



Me:Youdon'tlikeyoghurt.

Nkosi:Justfeellikeeatingit,maybeIwon'tevenbe

abletofinishthesmalltub.Inoddedandwenttosit

downsoIcanfeedLisa,shesuckesmyboobstill

theyareso.Shehasthisthingofbitingmeand

laughs.Nkosinathienjoysseeingmesufferfromthe

paincausedbyhischild.Hesaysshe'sshowingme

love.It'struewhentheysay"Ukuzalaukuzelula"The

twomouses,EmihleandZukohaveeatenandmade

thetablesodirtyandthere'sbitsandpiecesoffood

onthefloor!Ineedtogetasmallplastictablefor

thembecausecleaningthisglasstableisn'tanyfun.

ItgetsbetterwhenthecleanersarehereandIdon't

havetocleanup.

Me:Emihle!Zuko!Timetobath.

Zuko:Comingmommy!

Theywantedtheirroomstobecombined,Nkosinathi

madesuretheygotwhattheywantedanditisa

hugeroomwithtwosidestoit;thegirlyallpinkand

princessysideandtheblueandsuperherosside.

TheytookabathandIpickedoutclothesforthem.I



helpedKwenzogetdressedandbrushhe'steeth.

Kwenzo:AmIgoingbacktoMmemama?

Me:Idon'tknowmyson.

Kwenzo:Idon'twanttogoback.Hestartedcrying

andIheldhim.

Me:Sssh,don'tcry.Youwon'tgoback,Ipromise.

Daddywilltakecareofit.

NkosinathiwalkedinwithEmihlewalkingbehindhim

andhewascarryingLisa.

Nkosi:What'sgoingonhere?

Me:He'scrying,hedoesn'twanttogoback.

Nkosi:Hewon't.He'smineandheisn'tgoing

anywhere.

Emihle:Makesurehedoesn'tgodaddy,Ilovehaving

himaround.He'smynewbestfriendandmycrazy

littlebrother.

KwenzolaughedandtheyrantotheTVroom.

Me:Myhusband



Nkosi:Mywife

Hekissedmeandheldmywaistwithhisonefree

hand.He'sholdingLisawiththeotherinsucha

weirdway.Hedoesn'tknowhowtocarryher

properlyandIalwayslaughathim.

Me:Wehavetogonow.

Nkosi:I'llgoputthebabycarseatinthecar.We're

usingtheJaguartoday.Iwasthinking,weshould

buymorefamilycars.Ourfamilyisgrowing

Me:Butyouhavemanycars,bigenoughforallofus.

Nkosi:Itwon'tbeenoughfortheeightmorethat

we'restillgoingtohave.

Me:Goodluckonthat.

HelaughedatmeandhandedoverLisa.Iwentto

takemybagandcalledthekidssowecangetgoing

buttheybothdidn'tcomedownstairs

Me:Emihle!Kwenzokuhle!Come,we'regoingtobe

late.

TherewassilenceandIwenttotheTVroombut

theywerenotthere.Ilookedintheirroombutthey



werestillnotthere.

Me:KwenzokuhleandEmihleMkhize!I'mnotplaying

hideandseekwithyou.Comehererightnow!

Thesechildrenwilldrivemecrazy,howcantheypull

suchastuntonmewhenweneedtogo.We'regoing

tobelate.Nkosicameandlookedatme,hewas

annoyed.Hehatesbeinglatebutitsnotmyfaultthis

time.

Nkosi:Whyareyoutakingsolong?Andyou'renot

evendoinganything,you'rejuststandinghere.

Me:It'syourkids,they'vedisappeared.

Nkosi:Whatdoyoumeandisappeared?Whydidn't

youcallmesooner!No,nothiscan'tbe.I'llcallMpho

we'llbeofftoHQ.Howdidthishappen?

Hewasnowpanickingandmovingaroundthehouse.

Couldn'thelpbutlaughathimandhelookedatme

likeIwasbeingstupid

Me:CalmdownMkhize.MaybeIshouldn'thaveused

theword"disappeared"Theyaresomewherearound

thishouse,hidingbecausetheydon'twantKwenzo



toleave.

Nkosi:Oh,thesekids.Emihle,Kwenzo!Comehere!

Therewasjustsilenceandtheydidn'tcome.We

startedlookingforthemandNkosifoundthemin

theircloset,sleepingpeacefullyontopofalltheir

clothes.Ithinktheytriedtohidethemselvesinthe

pileofclothestheymessedup.

Nkosi:Theylooksocute.I'llcarrythemtothecar,

weneedtogo.Hepickedthemupandwewalkedto

thecar.IputLisaonhercarseatandstrappedthem

withtheirseatbeltsandsatinbetweenthem.Nkosi

drovetocourtandtherewasjustalotofsilencein

thecar.Thetwonaughtyrascalswokeupjustaswe

arrivedincourt.

Me:Didyougetsecurity?Idon'twantthemediaall

overmychildren

Nkosi:Don'tworry,itsbeensortedout.I'llcarry

thesetwosotheywon'tbestumblinginthatcrowd.I

wonderwhatthepressisdoinghere.

Me:Whereverthere'sMrMkhize,theyaretheretoo.

Plusthiswillmakehugesalesontheirpapers.



Nkosi:I'llcomeovertoyourdoorandhelpyou.

HecamearoundandIhandedoverEmihleand

Kwenzotohimandhecarriedthem.ItookLisaand

coveredherwithafleeceblanketandthencameout.

Thereweremanycamerasandwhatcaughtmyeye

wasNdiphiwestandinginfrontofthecameras

havinganinterview.

Me:Didyouseethat?

Nkosi:Boneswillsortitout.

Bonesisoneofthebodyguard,hewasgoingto

NdiphiweandIwasjustpissedoff.Howcanshedo

that?Howdidtheyevenknowshe'sinvolvedinthis.

Themediadoesn'tneedtoknowaboutourpersonal

thingsandsheisbeingtheirsourceofinformation.I

hopeshehasn'ttakenanymoneyfromthem,these

peoplegowayoutjusttogetafullstory,even

creatingliesiswhattheyareverygoodat.Idon't

underminenordescriminatejournalistsbutfrommy

pointofview,Iwouldn'twanttogetpaidforminding

otherpeople'sbusiness's.Wefinallygotinsideand

tookourseats.Therewaslesscamera'sinhereand



theKgomo'scameinwiththeirlawyers.Isaw

Nkosinathiclenchinghisjawandfists.

Me:Calmdown,thisisnottimeorplacetodo

anythingstupid.

Nkosi:Theybeatupmychild!Ijustfeellikekilling

themrightnow.

Me:Andwhowillfatherourchildrenwhenyou're

stuckinjail!Don'tupsetmeMkhize,don't.

Nkosi:You'resosexywhenyou'reangryatme.

Ismiledandjustignoredhim.Hecanbesoannoying

sometimesandhedoesn'teventhinkbeforeheacts.

Heshouldwaittilltrailisoverandhe'llbeabletoget

hisrevenge.IdoalsowanteeKgomo'stosuffer,

whattheydidtomysonisunacceptable.Butwe

havetobesmartaboutitanditshouldn'tcomeback

tous.Bongaandcameinfollowedbyotherlawyers

andIspottedSnehandNtokozotoo.Trailstarted

anditwastough,Ididn'tevenhaveanycluewhowill

winthiscasebecausebothBongaandthisother

lawyerwerejustsostrong.Alotwassaidandthere

wasalotofevidenceandweweretoldthatwewill



getthejudgesdecisionafteranhour.Bonga,Sneh

andNtokozocametous.

Bonga:Howareyoufeeling?

Nkosi:Idon'tknowman,Ihonestlydon'tknow

Bonga:Don'tworry,we'llwinthiscase.

Sneh:Trusthimwhenhesaysthat.Weputitinalot

ofhardworkintoit.It'sdefinitelygoingtopayoff.

Ntokozo:LittleLisa,hellomyangel.

ShetookLisaandtheothertworascalsjustseemed

soboredandKwenzowasquiet.Itsweirdtoseehim

likethisnowbecauseInowknowhowtalkactivehe

is.Ndiphiwewasseatingnexttohimandpattinghis

shoulders.Theydohavealittleresemblance.

Emihle:Whenarewegoinghome?

Me:Soonmybaby

Emihle:We'llgohomewithKwenzo?

Me:Yes

Emihle:Promiseme.



Me:Ipromise.

Afteranhourthejudgecamebackandwewere

abouttohearhisdecision.Weallroseandawaited.

Judge:IhaveheardbothsidesandIhavecometoa

decisionthatwillbenefitbothfamiliesandthechild.

MrMkhizehaswonfullcustodyoverhissonLuzuko

Kgomo.

IwassohappyandNkosinathiheldmyhandand

seemedveryhappy.Thankgod,ourprayershave

beenanswered.Kwenzoiscominghomewithus

andwe'llbeahappyfamily.I'lldefinitelyorderpizza

tonight.Helovesitsomuchandwe'llhavingaparty

welcominghimhome.I'msoexcited!MmeKgomo

wascryingandIdidn'tevenfeelsorryforher.She's

cryingcrocodiletears.Sheknowsexactlyhowshe

hastreated

Judge:But,Ihavealsodecidedthatfromtodaytill

Mondaynextweek,Hewillspendthisweekinthe

FreeStatewiththeKgomofamily.Courtdismissed!

Nkosi:That'sbullshit!Mychildisnotgoinganywhere

withthosepeople!



Bonga:CalmdownNkosinathi.

OneofthesocialworkerscametotakeKwenzo

Me:No,youcannot.You'renottakingmybaby!

Her:I'msorrymam,butIhaveto.He'llbebackina

week

Me:No!He'snotgoinganywhere!

IwascryingandholdingontoKwenzo.Hewasalso

cryingoutloudandholdingontome.MrKgomohas

asmirkonhisfaceanditwasquicklywipedoff

whenNkosithrewapunchrightonhiseye.Bonga

heldhimbackandhewasbeyondbeingangry.It's

thefirsttimeI'mseeinghimthiswayandIdonot

evenknowwhattodo.

Kwenzo:Don'tleavememom.

Ndiphiwewasalsocryingandcausingascene.She

wasliterallyrollingherselfonthefloor.

Sneh:She'stoodramatic.That'sjustallanact

Ntoko:Maybeshe'shurt.Butitdoesseem

overplayed.



Nkosi:Lethimgo.

Emihle:Dadno!Momyoupromisedme.

Me:Iknowmychild.

Nkosi:Bones,makesureyousend5bodyguardswith

him.Mam,domakesureyou'rewiththematall

times.TheKgomo'sareabusers,theyshouldnotlay

ahandonmychildoryou'llbesixfeetunderground

bythetimeIgetthere.Mfanakababa,comehere.

Hewenttohisfatherandhecarriedhimandthey

huggedforawhile.

Nkosi:You'reastrongmanright?

Kwenzo:Iamstrongjustlikeyoudaddy.

Nkosi:Good,nowIneedyoutobestrongandbea

goodkid.You'llleavewiththesocialworkerand

you'llgototheairport.We'llbetheretoojustabit

afteryouarriveokay?

Kwenzo:Idon'twanttobewithMmeandNtate

Me:Youwon't,thosetwowillgobacktoFSwith

whattheycameherewith.Iloveyou



Kwenzo:IloveyoutooDad

Sneh:I'llgowithhim,justsohecangowith

someonehe'sfamiliarwith.

Nkosi:Thankyou,thankyou.

Emihle:I'malsogoingwithhim.

Me:We'llbewithyoushortly.Weallsteppedoutof

thecourtroomandwentdifferentways.Themedia

wasalsopartingandgoingtheirowndirectionasI

strappedLisaintohercarseat.

Nkosi:BongaIneedyoutogotoHQandbringmy

tools.

Bonga:Yourtools?Nkosinathi,thinkaboutthis.

Nkosi:Doit.I'vethoughtaboutitlongandhard.

Iwonderwhattoolsishetalkingabout.He'stoneis

dangerous,he'sangryandwe'realljustlisteningto

himashe'smakinghiscommandsandwedoashe

says.There'sthisthingabouthimthat'sso

demanding,filledwithsomuchangeranddignity

andhe'sjustdamnsexyandit'smakingme

wet.Naye!Thisisnotagoodtimeforyoutobehorny.



Nkosi:Ntokozo,callyourhusbandandtellhimto

headtotheairportwiththeothers.Wehaveworkto

do.Naye,getinthecar.

Wealldidashesaidandhedroveoff.Ijuststayed

thereinsilencewithmyhornyarseandwatchedhim

asheclenchedhisjaw.Wegothomeandwentinside

thehouse.IfedLisawhilehewasonthephonewith

hisfather.Apparentlywewerealloversocialmedia

andavideoofhimpunchingNtateKgomo.

Nkosi:GeteverythingLisawillneed.Therestwillbe

sortedoutwhenwegetthere.

Me:Wherewillweevenstay?Wehavenohousein

FreeState.

Nkosi:Itsbeensorted,we'llhaveahousewhenwe

getthere.Hurry,wedon'thavemuchtime.

HekissedmeandtookLisa.Damn,Ilovedthatkiss

anditturnedmeonevenmore.Thismanhas

somethingoverme.Ijustlovehimandhowhe

makesmefeel.Idon'tknowwhathe'splanisbutI

choosetotrusthimandtrustthateverythingwill

workout.He'llbringoursonhome.We'llbeahappy



familyonceagain.
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#Nkosi

Everythingthathasbeenhappeninghasbeen

affectingNayebutshenevershowsit.She'sa

strongwomanandIlovethataboutherbutI

sometimesdon'tlikehowshekeepseverything

inside.ShetaughtmenottodoitsoIdon'tlikeit

whenshedoesit.Iloveandappreciatehowshe

respectsmeandhasletmetakedecisionstowards

thismatterwithoutquestioningme.Shehasbeen

supportiveandhasmadesurethatourchildrenare

happy,Kwenzoiswithusandhe'snotgoing

anywherewithoutmebeingthere.Theflightwasa



bittoolongthanIanticipatedandmywifewas

peacefullysleepingonmyshoulder.Shelookslikea

smallbaby.IcalledmyP.Atocheckifeverything

hadbeensortedoutandeverythingwasokay.

Me:GetthecarssortedJomo

Jomoismy,uhmIdon'tevenknowwhatheis.I

woulddayheismybutlerbuthe'smorethanthat.

Let'sjustsayhesortthingsoutwhenIneedthem

sorted.Welandedandthecarswereready.Icarried

mywifeintothecarandshewokeupafterI

fastenedherseatbelt.Ikissedherforeheadand

handedoverLisawhowassleepingpeacefully.

JomoputEmihleandKwenzointothecaranddrove

off.Heknowswheretotakethemwhiletheguys

andIgetworking.We'llneedZeesosheisn'tgoing

withtheothers.Wedon'tlikethemworkingwithus

anymorebutweneedherandherskills.

Zee:Can'tIgettosleepfirst?Mylegsarekillingme

Danny:You'vebeenlikethisforthepastfewdays,

yousureyouokay?

Zee:YesIam.



Me:You'llgorestsoon.Wejustneedyoutosortout

onething.

Zee:Whichis?

Mpho:We'resendingyouovertotheKgomo's.You'll

pretendasifyou'reasocialworkersowecanget

theKgomo'stothepenthouse.

Zee:Whatfor?Doyouthinkthey'llbelieveme?

Me:TheyaredesperatetoseeZuko,sothey'llcome.

They'llpayforwhattheydidtomyson.

Zee:I'llstaywithyouwhenyouatthepenthouse

Danny:No,youwon't.

Zee:Whatwillyoudo?

Thabo:You'reaskingtoomanyquestions.Come,

youneedtochange.

Zee:Thiswon'twork.They'llknowsomething'sfishy.

Whichsocialworkerwouldcomeat10pm?

Lubah:Youhaveapoint,buttheyalsojustarrivedat

theirhousesoyou'llmakeaplanonwhatyousay.

Me:Andifitdoesn'twork,we'lldoitthehardway.



Zee:I'mnotfeelingwell.I

Shecouldn'tevenfinishhersentence.Shejust

vomitedonDanny'sshoulder.

Me:You'repregnant

Zee:Shutup

Me:CongratulationsDandan

Danny:You'renotevensureaboutthat.Shemight

justhavingaflue

Phila:Trustme,weknow.

Zee:Takemehome.

Danny:Come,Ineedtochangeaswell.

Lyanda:Wedoingitourwaynow.Let'sdropheroff,

changeandleave.

Me:Mytoolsareready?

Bonga:Everythingisready.

#Naye

WhenIwokeupIwasalreadyinthecarwithLisain



myarms,EmilhleandKwenzokuhleweresleeping

nexttome.

Me:Wherearewegoing?

Jomo:BosssaidIshoulddriveyoutowhereyouwill

stay.

ItwasJomo,I'veseenhimafewtimesandImust

say.Heisabitscaryespeciallywiththescaronhis

forehead,itreallyfreaksmeout.Wegottothisbig

beautifulmansionandhehelpedmewiththekids.

NangamsoandPhelowerealreadyhere.They

helpedmewithLisa'sbag.

Me:Wherearetheothers?

Phelo:I'msurethey'llgetheresoon.

Me:Andwhendidyouarrivehere?

Phelo:Maybetwohoursbeforeyoudid.Mayibongwe

saidhewasneededbyhisbrotherandhewasn't

leavingmebehindsoIhadtocome.

Nangamso:Whereareyourbags?

Me:Myhusbanddidn'tevengivemetimetopack.

Hesaidhe'llsortitout.



TheyshowedmetomyroomandIthrewmyselfon

thebedandfedLisaeventhoughshewasasleep.

Thekidswerealreadyintheirroomsleeping

Me:Howisitthatthekidsareherealready?

Nangamso:Icamewiththem,besidesKhanya.She

wasgluedtohermom.

Therewerevoicesdownstairsandwewentthere.

Zandy:CananyonetellmewhereonearthwasI

flownoffto??WhereisMpho,MrLebone!

Me:You'remakingnoise.Thekidsaresleeping

Siya:Showmetotheirroom,IneedtoputKhanya.

Phelo:WhereisZee?

Sneh:Sheremainedbehindwiththeguys.

Apparentlytheyneededherforsomething

Kamo:Ineedtogetsomethingtodrink.

Me:It'ssolate

Zandy:It'snevertoolatetohaveastrongliquidin

yoursystem.



WesatforawhileandwatchedTVasIwashaving

icecream,myfavoritelately.Rumandraison,I'm

hooked.Ijustloveitsomuch,funnyhowInever

likeditthismuch.

Kamo:Whyareyoueatingitlikethat,you'reeven

moaning.

Me:Itssogood,tasteit.

Bee:Shethinksshe'ssuckingHulk'sdick.

Belinda:Language!Wehavekidshere

ZandyTheyareupstairs,sleepingpeacefully.Plus

youlovewhatwe'retalkingaboutafteryoumademe

witnesslivepornbetweenyouandLubabalo.The

wayhewasgroaning!Thankgodyouhaditallin

yourmouth,godknowsIwould'vefaintedifIhad

seenit.I'dbetraumatized

Belindacouldn'tstopblushingandshecoveredher

cheeksandeyes.

Me:Wait,whatareyouguystalkingabout?

Zandy:SoBelindatextsmeandsaysIshouldcome

toherofficeat10amsowhenthetimecomes,I



walktoherofficeandIopenthedoor.Bam!!!Queen

Mab,issuckingherhusbandsdickandheis

groaninglikecrazy.Iquicklyclosedthedoor!I

almosthadaheartattack!

Belinda:Thewayshescreamed!ThewholeofShezi

Logisticsheardherscream.

Phelo:QueenMab?

Zandy:YesQueenMab,motherofhoe's...Romeo

andJuliet??Doesn'tringabell?

Kamo:Noitdoesn't.Ineverevenreadthatbook.It

wastoocomplicatedandboring.

Siya:Ilovereadingbutthatbookjustdidn'tgiveme

thatkindofexcitementyougetwhenyouread.Ifell

asleepeverytimeIreadit.

Thedooropenedandtheguyscameinfollowedby

Zee,shelookedpale.Nkosinathicametomeand

kissedmyforeheadthanwentupstairs.

Me:What'swrongwithZee?

Danny:Shethrewup,sheisn'tfeelingwell.

Me:I'llcheckuponher.



Itookmyfirstaidandhandedoverapregnancytest

thenshelookedatmelikeI'mcrazy.

Me:Go.Thebathroomdoorisalreadyopened

Zee:You'recrazy

Shewentthereandstayedforawhile.Toolongthan

she'ssupposedto

Danny:Babyareyouokay?You'vebeentherefortoo

long.

Zee:I'mpregnantDanny.

ShewhisperedandDannysmiledandknockedon

thebathroomdoor.

Danny:Babe,comeoutplease.

Zee:I'mscared,Idon'tknowwhattodo.Idon'tknow

howtobeamother,whatifI'mnotagoodmother?

Danny:You'llbeagreatmother,we'lldothistogether.

IloveyouZiyanda,nowopenthedoor.

InoticedNkosisittingonthestairswatchingthis

sweetromanticmomentwewereallsilentandit

wasindeedsucharomanticmoment.Sheopened



thedoorandsmiledabit.Shehadtearsonherface

thanDannywipedthemoff.

Danny:You'vemademethehappiestmanMrs

McKenzie.

Heheldhercloselyandtheykissed.Ididn'tnotice

thatIwasalreadycrying.Iwassohappyforthem

andsuddenlywejustalllaughed.

Phelo:Youguysaremakinguscry!Congratulations

Mayi:TheKhoza'sarecrybabies.Lookatyoursister,

she'salsocryinglikeababy.

Me:WhateverMayibongwe.

Ifelthim,Ifelthisdignifyingpresence.Hewas

behindmeandandIcouldfeelhisbreatheandhis

smell.ItwassostrongandIclosedmyeyes.He

makesmybloodrushwithhimjustbeingbehindme.

HetouchedmyshoulderandIopenedmyeyes

Nkosi:Ineedyou

Hewhisperedthosewordsandwentupstairs.I

lookedathimashewalkedaway,Idon'tknowwhy

butIjustfeltlikecrying.Heneededmephysically



andemotionally.Istoodupandwenttoourroom.

Hewaswaitingformesittingontheedgeofthebed.

Nkosi:Lockthedoor.

Ididashesaidandstoodagainstitwithmyarms

folded.Hewaslookingdownwhilerubbinghis

palmstogether

Nkosi:I'mgoingtokillthem.

Me:Who?

Nkosi:MrandMrsKgomo.NayeIdon'tkillwoman,

buther...I'llkillherNaye.Theywereabusingmyson,

mysonNokukhanya.Andtheythoughtthey'dget

awaywithit.

Me:Therearemanywaysofpunishingthemother

thantakingtheirlives.

Nkosi:Theymademychildsuffer,hedidn'teven

knowwhatahotdogis,whatapizzais.They

deprivedhimoffhisrighttobeahappyandwell

takencareofchild.Hehasscarsthatsomewill

neverfadeaway.NayeisGodpunishingme?

Me:No,heisn't.Whydoyousayso?



Nkosi:Heispunishingme,itsKarma.AndKarmais

abitch.Iusedtobeatupwoman,Ibeatuphis

mothersomuchandknowheispayingformy

mistakes.Ithappenedtomychildnowandithurts.

Nayetellme!WhyamIlikethis?It'sallcomingback

tohauntme.

Ididn'thaveanywordstorespondtowhathewas

sayingandIwasjustlettingmyteatsflow.Icryalot

latelyandIdon'tlikeit.

Nkosi:Talktome

Itookoffmyclothesandwasleftnaked,Iwalkedto

himandputhisheadup.He'seyespoppedwhenhe

sawmenaked.I'msurehe'swonderingwhendidI

evenundress.Hewouldn'thaveseenmewithhis

headdown.Itookofhisclothesandpushedhimto

layonhisbackonthebed.Igotontopofhimand

insertedhismanhoodinsideofme.Hetried

touchingmebutImovedhishand.I'minchargeand

heshouldgetthat.Istartedmovingslowlywhile

kissinghisneckandIquickenedmypace.Hewas

softlycallingmynameandhe'seyeswereclosed.I

keptonhumpingandhewasnowgroaningand



holdingmyasstightly,squeezingittoomuchI

screamed.Hesqueezedmybreastsandtheywere

hearting.HeforgetsthatI'mbreastfeeding.My

kneeswereshakingandIwasslowlybuildingup.

Nkosi:Waitforme.

Ilethimhavehiswaywithme.Witheverythrust,I

felthisloveandhe'semotions.Heneededme,he

neededmyapprovalandhonestlyIamangryatthe

Kgomo's,whattheydidtomysonisunacceptable.

Afterawhilewebothreachedanorgasmtogether

andIlaidonhim

Nkosi:Tellmewhattodo.

Me:Killthem.Killthemslowandpainfully.

Hestoodupandcarriedmetotheshower.Afterwe

weredonehegotdressedintoblackclothesonly

andtookablackbigsuitcase.Wewentdownstairs

andtherewassilence.Funnyhowhecanmakethe

roomsosilentwithoutevensayinganything.Heheld

myhandandkissedmycheekandnoddedatthe

guys.Theyleftandwestoodjustlookingateach

other.Myhandswillbedirtyastheirs,Iamasguilty



asthembecauseIorderedthekillandapprovedofit.

WesatdownandwatchedTVinsilence,noonesaid

anyword.Inthissilenceyoucouldevenhearapin

drop.Ntokozofinallybrokethesilence

Ntoko:Whatdoyouthinkthey'lldotothem?

Me:Killthem

Belinda:Whydoyouthinkthey'lldothat?

Me:BecauseIsaidso.

Zandy:Guys,weshouldbecelebratingandnotbeing

sadlikewe'remourningforthosebastards

Ngamso:You'reright,theyaregettingwhatthey

deserveandKwenzowillbegettingalifehe

deserves,he'llbehappyandnevereverthinkabout

themagain.

Me:Whatifhegrowsolderandremembersthem,

andaskswherearethey?

Bee:Peopledie,you'llmakeupawhitelie.They'llhe

deadbutyoujustwon'tsayhowexactlydidtheydie.

Sneh:Youcansayitwasacaraccidentorrobbery.



Phelo:DoesMayialsokill?Willitbethefirsttime

thishappens?

Welookedatheratfirstandlaughed

Sneh:Ohinnocentone,don'tworryyourselfaboutit.

AndYeshedoeskill.

Bee:Andit'snotthefirsttimetheydosomethinglike

whatthey'lldotonight.

Siya:Weallhaveourlittleskeletonsburriedinsideof

us...I'vetookoneortwolives,don'tworryit's

nothingtobeproudof.Ithadtobedone,that'swhyI

sleeppeacefullyatnight.

Phelolookedatme,hereyeswerebeggingmetotell

herthatI'veneverkilledbefore.She'smylittlecousin,

innocentandhasneverevenheldagun.Shethinks

I'minnocenttoo

Me:We'vehadtofightforourlives,andyesIdo

havebloodinmyhands.Aslongasitsinvisible,it

doesn'thauntme

Zee:LIkeshesaid,ithadtobedone.

ShewinkedatPhelowhogulpedonherjuice,she



stilldoesn'tdrinkalcohol.We'llcorruptherabitalong

theway,wellwhydoesn'titstarttonight?

Me:Haveacider,Phelo.

Phelo:Nothankyou.Idon'tthinkI'lleverdrink

alcohol,plusMayilovesthatIdon'tdrink.Whendid

hestartsmokingweed?

Me:FromwhatI'vebeentold,hestartedat13.He's

triedtostopbutfailed.

Siya:Hehassmokeditsomuchthatitnowsuits

him.Itshistwin,Iloveitwhenhe'shigh.Thejokes

hecracks

Bee:Youneverstoplaughing.

Phelo:Enoughaboutmyman,you'remakingme

misshimmore.

Ngamso:Weslepttogetheryesterday,asinhadsex

together...

Kamo:What!!!!!Girl,youhavejuicynewsbutyou

haven'teventoldus

Belinda:Whatwereyouwaitingfor!?Getonwithit.



Ngamso:Itwasexcitingandsooogooduntilhe

calledmeNtombi.

Oooh...Thathurtme,itmust'vehurtherevendeeper.

Jabulani,whenwillheheal?Thisisisreallysad,no

onesaidanythinganditwasjustsoawkward.

Ngamsolaughedalittlehidingherpain

Ngamso:Youdon'tneedtofeelsorryformeguys,I

understand.Ireallydo.

Ntoko:We'reherewhenyouneedsomeonetotalkto.

We'rehereforthebothofyou

Ngamso:Thankyou,nowstopsulkingandgetdrunk!

WelaughedatherandIgotatextfromNkosiitread

asfollows"Comehereimmediately,comewithSiya,

she'sknowstheFSwarehouse."

Me:Siya,weneedtogo.We'vebeensummonedto

thewarehouse.We'llbeback,takecareofmybaby.

I'msureshewon'twakeup.

Itookthecarkeysandwewereoff,noquestions

asked.Iwonderwhat'sgoingonandwhyIneedto

bethere.
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Ittookusawhiletogettothewarehousesimply

becauseSiyamthandahadalreadyforgottentheway.

Iwasirritatedandshewasamusedbymyirritation.I

justwantedtogettherealreadyandfindoutwhyI

needtobethere.Whenwearrived,Iparkedanyhow

andraninside.JustasIenteredIjustvomited.Yuck!

Thesmellinhere,howaretheyevenabletositin

hereforhours?

Athi:Thisisn'tcoolatall,seeingtwovomitpoolsin

onenight.You'recreepingmeout

Me:Whatyoudoinginhereisevenmuchcreepier.

MrandMrsKgomoweretiedintoachair,MrKgomo



wasbadlybeatenupyetMrsKgomodoesn'tseem

likethey'vetouchedher.

IcleanedupmymessandnoticedthatNkosinathi

andThaboweren'tevenaround.

Me:Where'sNkosiandThabo?

Lyanda:Theotherroom,Nkosiisstillcoolingofand

calminghimselfdown

Mpho:You'renotsupposedtoseehimlikethat.

Me:Ohokay.Sowhyarewehere?

Nkosi:Comehere

Ilookedathimandhelookedsodangerousyet

charmingandIjustwantedtotakeoffhisclothes,

getonmykneesandlethimdoashepleaseswith

me.Nokukhanya!Behaveyourself.AsIwalkedto

himheopeneduphisarmsandheldmetightlywhile

kissingmyforehead.Hewasbreathingheavilyandit

justmademewanthiminsideofmemore.

Me:Youokay?

Iwhispered,I'msurenooneelseevenheardme.

Maybehedidn'thearmetoo.



Nkosi:Yes,withyouhere.I'mmorethanokay.I'm

complete

Mpho:SoMamKgomohasalottosay,asyoucan

see.We'vetorturedMrKgomobuthaven'tdone

anythingtoher,she'sawomananditseemsasif

she'sinnocentinthis.

Siya:MmeKgomo,whatisitthatyouhavetosay?

MmeK:I'msorry,ifIhadknownyouguysIwould've

comeforthandtoldyoubecausetellingNdiphiwe

didn'tmakeanydifferenceabouthowMrKgomohas

beentreatingherson.Heusuallybeatthebothofus

upandwouldlockmeintheroomwhileIheardZuko

scream.Hewouldactlikesuchagoodhusbandand

fathertootherpeopleyettheyneverknewwhat

happenedinside.Iwasafraidtoaskforhelpfrom

neighborsbecausehewouldjustkillusandwewere

notallowedtostepoutsidewithouthimbeingthere

withus.Zukodidn'tevenhaveanyfriendsorhadthe

chancetoevenplayoutside.

Me:SoNdiphiweknewabouttheabuse?

Mme:Yes,Ndiphiweknowseverything.Wehada



dealcomingoutofthehospitalthatshewouldgive

methreeyearswiththebabywhileIalsofocuson

havinganotherbabysowhenshetakesZukoaway,I

won'thavetobeleftwithnobaby.ItwasstupidI

knowbutIhadexpectedtocomeoutofthehospital

withababyinmyhandsbutmyownbabypassed

awaywhilegivingbirth.SometimesIjustthinkthe

nursesstolemybaby,IdidhearhercrybutIfelt

dizzyandwasunconsciousforawhile.WhenIwoke

uptheytoldmeshepassedaway,butIheardhercry.

Icanstillrememberthatdaylikeitwasyesterday.

MrKgomochangedafterIbroughtZukohome,he

becameviolentandabusive.Ithoughtitsbecauseof

loosingthebabyanditallsummeduptohimhating

Zuko.

Nkosi:Ndiphiwemadeusafool!Sheknewwhatwas

happeningfromthefirstplace!

Mme:Shecalledandsaidshewantedthebaby,but

myhusbanddidn'twanttogivehimback.Hestill

wantedtotakeoutallhisfrustrationsonhimyetI

wantedhimtogo,becauseevenifNdiphiwehada

coldheart,hewouldhaveabetterlifewithher.I



thinkshecalledyouforhelpbecausemyhusband

didn'twanttogivethebabyandIheardthem

shoutingateachotheronedaywhenshecameover,

itwassomethingaboutblackmailbutIdidn'tget

whatexactlywasitabout.Icouldn'tevenescape

fromthehousebecauseitwasalwayslockedandhe

carriedthekeys,evenwhenhehadwenttoworkwe

wouldbelockedinside.

Phila:Bastard!

Me:SoNdiphiweplayedusallalong!

Thabo:IthinksheknewthatNkosinathiwouldhelp

hergetbackKwenzo.

Jabu:BecauseNkosiwoulddoanythingforhisson.

Me:Sheactedasifshedidn'tseeanythingwrong

whenIaskedheraboutKwenzo'sbehavior.

Siya:Whenshejustknewallalong.

Nkosi:She'sneverevergoingtoseemysonagain,

motherornot.She'snevergoingtoseehim.

Bonga:Let'salljustgototheofficeplease.Jomo,

keepaneyeonthem



Me:GiveMmesomethingtoeat,andsomethingto

drink.

Jomo:Yesbosslady.

WesatattheofficeandNkosiinsistedthatIsiton

topofhim,ifonlyheknewwhathewasdoingtomy

body.WhyamIsohornytonight?

Siya:Idon'tthinktheyshouldbekilled.Itwillcome

backtoNkosi,yousawhowragedhewasincourt

andhewillbethefirstsuspect

Bonga:YouseehowNdiphiwehadallthisshiftedto

Nkosi,ifsomethinghappenstothemthe

investigatorswillknowforsurethatNkosididit

becausehehadsomethingagainsthimandwants

hisson.YoudohaveacleanrecordNkosinathibut

thatwouldn'tstopyoufrombeingthesuspect

Nkosi:Iunderstandeverythingyou'vementionedbut

Ican'tjustlethimgo.Icannot!

Me:Calmdown,you'vealreadytorturedhimsomuch.

Nkosi:MakaLisa,IfeellikeI'vefailedmyson.I

wasn'ttheretoprotecthimfromthisman,hebeat



upmyson!Noone!Noonedoesthattomykids.

Me:Youdidn'tknowabouthimbutnowyoudoand

you'llbetheretoprotecthim.Wecannotgobackto

thepastbutnowwecanchangethisandwe'llmake

surehehasthebestofhischildhoodandwhenhe

growshe'llnevergettorememberhowhetormented

him.

Nkosi:Thescarsonhisbodywillalwaysbethereas

areminder.IdidsayI'mbeingpunishedformysins,

thesamescarsIleftonNdiphiwe'sbodyarethe

samescarsthatbastardleftonmyson.

Siya:Don'tspeaklikethatNkosinathi

Nkosi:Itstrue

Jomocamerushinginandwestood.

Jomo:Boss,youneedtohearthis.

WerushedthereandMmeKgomowascrying

Me:WhatisitMme?

Mme:Ididn'ttellyoueverything,there'ssomethingI

needtotellyou



Lyanda:Starttalking

Mme:He,herapedhim...Twice

Thereweregunshotsfiredbeforeshecouldeven

finishtalking.IwassoshockedandIranoverto

Phila.Nkosinathiwasloosingit!

Me:Nkosinathi!

Nkosi:Getheroutofhere!!!!Getherout!!!!

LubahwascarryingmeyetIwaskickingand

screaming.Nkosiwasbeatinghimup,I'msureMr

Kgomo'slegshadabout17bulletseach.Nkosiwas

livid!IwascryingandIcouldn'tcontrolit.Howcould

herapeathreeyearold!Myson!Isatinthecarand

cried,Icouldn'tevenimaginethepainKwenzokuhle

hashadtogothrew.IsawMayibongwestanding

outsidesmoking.Iwipedoffmytearsashe

approachedthecar.

Mayi:Youneedtogetinthere,he'llstoponcehe

seesyou.

Me:Whatishedoing?

Mayi:He'sgoingtotakehe'sbrainoutifyoudon't



stophim.He'scompletelyloosingit.I'veneverever

seenhimlikethisbefore.

Lyandacamerunningtous

Lyanda:Youhavetogointhere,wecannotstophim.

He'sbeatingeveryonethatcomesnexttohim

Me:I'mscared,whatifhebeatsmeup?

Mayi:He'llneverdothat.Nomatterhowangryheis.

You'rehislife

Me:Let'sgo

IwalkedveryslowlybecauseIwasafraidofwhatI'll

seeinthere.Iopenedthedoorandwentinside,he

wasn'tfacingmebuthespokeassoonasIgotin.

JabuandMphowerelayingonthefloor,Athihada

blueeye

Nkosi:Getherout!!

Theyweresilentandlookedatme,liketheirlives

dependedonme.HeturnedandIsawamonster.

He'sclothesandhandswerefullofblood.Icannot

evendescribethewayMrKgomolookedandMrs

Kgomowasn'tthereanymore.



Me:WhereisMmeKgomo?

Bonga:TheofficewithSiya

Me:Nkosinathi,pleasestop.

I'mnotsureifhecouldevenhearmebuthewas

usingaknifeonMrKgomo.

Me:Nkosinathi!

Imovedcloser,eachstepItookIfeltlikeIwasjust

goingtourinate.Iwassoscaredandhestoodupas

Iwentclosetohim.

Nkosi:Moveawayfromme!Nokukhanyaleave!

Me:Mkhize

Nkosi:Takeherawayfromme!!

Lubah:Youhavetostop!Listentoher

HethrewtheknifeandIdon'tevenknowwhereit

landedbutIhopeitdidn'thurtanyone

Me:MkhizeKhabazelakamavovo,gcwabegunezi,

mumboomhlophe.Wenaokhanyaamasiesiswini.

NgyakcelaMkhize,hlisaulaka.(Clannames...Please

Mkhize,calmdown)



Iheldhisshoulderandhelookeddown.

Me:Mylove,itsme.Yourwife,Ibegyou.Calmdown

please

HetookagunandIfeltmybodyshiver,hefeltittoo.

Nkosi:Iwon'thurtyou,you'remylife.

Thosearethesamewordshisbrothersaidtome.I

closedmyeyesandthelastgunshotswerefired

straightintoMrKgomo'shead.Hewasdead,

Nkosinathikilledhim.

Me:Let'sgohome.Please,you'vehurthimenough,

he'sdeadnow.

Nkosi:Notasmuchashehadhurtmyson.

Hewalkedtotheoffice

Me:Jomo,takecareofthis.

Jomo:Don'tworrybosslady.Myboy'sandIwill

handleeverything

Phila:You'llgetyourrewardfirstthinginthemorning

Jomo:ShoPhilas.



Hecallsthemallbyname,butnotNkosinathi.He

doesn'tevenlookathimintheeye.Iwonderwhy?

MmeKgomolookedatNkosiandsmiled

Mme:Thankyou,evenpoisendidn'tworkonthat

man.

IwasshockedIcouldn'tbelievewhatshejustsaid,

shetriedtopoisenherownhusband.Buthewasa

bastard.Jabuthrewmethekeyandlookedatme

andSiya.Iguessthat'sourcuetoleave.Ourjobis

donehere,Siyatookthekeysanddrovebacktothe

house.Theotherswereasleepalreadybesides

KamoandPhelo

Kamo:Wethoughtyou'renevercomingback.

Me:Idon'tthinkyourmenwillcomebacktonight.

Phelo:Whathappened?

Siya:Alothappened,let'sjustleaveitallunsaid.

IguessshewasstilltraumatizedasIam.Whatwe

sawtonightwasn'tsomethinganyoneshouldsee.I

alsosawasidetomyhusbandthatIneverwantto

everseeagain.IknowI'vesaidIwanttoknow



everythingabouthimandseeeverysideofhimbut

no,I'veseenenough.AlltheotherthingsIdon't

knowabouthim,itshouldstaythatway.Istillhave

animageofhim,seeinghimthewayhewas.

Kamo:Naye!!!

What!Sheslappedme!Whatwasthatfor!

Me:Whyareyouslappingme?

Phelo:You'vebeenstandingtherenotmoving,not

blinkingfor20minutes.You'vejustbeenout,you

scaredus

Me:Sorry.Ineedsomerest,seeyouinthemorning

Siya:It'salready1amsweetheart

Me:I'llseeyoumidday.

Ilaughedalittleandwenttomyroom.Itookalong

longshowerthanbreastfedLisakhanya.Shelooks

somuchlikeherfather.She'ssobeautiful,Ithinkas

shegrowsshe'llhavethesamephysicasme.Her

thicklegsshowitall,Ihopesheisn'tshortlikeme.I

putheronhercotandgotintobed.JustwhenI

closedmyeyesIfelthispresence.He'shere,inthe



shower.WhenhecameoutIpretendedasifIwas

asleep.Hegotintobedandstartedtouchingmy

body.Hekissedmyneckandsqueezedmyboobs

Me:Iwanttosleep

Nkosi:Ialsowanttosleep,butIalsowantyouto

holdme.

Me:Idon'twanttoholdyou

Nkosi:Please,Ineedyou.

Iturnedandlookedathim,hiseyeswereredand

he'sbeardwasjustnotattractive

Me:Youneedtoshave.Yourbeardlookslikeabush

Nkosi:Iwill.

Ilaidonhischestandkeptondrawingcirclesnear

hissmallnipplearea.Istayedlikethatforawhile,

withmejustlisteningtohisheartbeat.Imovedmy

handdowntohismanhoodandputitinsidehis

boxerasIheldMkhizeandgavehimahandjob.

Nkosi:Howdoyouknowmyclannames?I'venever

toldyou



Me:Ihavemyways

HelaughedatmeandgroanedasItightlysqueezed

him.

Nkosi:That'showyouwantit?

Me:Yes.

Nkosi:Thentakeit.

Iwentdownandsuckedhimlikeneverbefore.He

heldmyheadsotightlyandkeptonjerkingitupand

down.Hecametwiceinmymouth.Ilaidonhis

chestforawhileandheturnedmeoverand

penetrateddeeply.Atfirstitwaspassionatelove

makingbutitgotworse,itwashimtakingoutallhis

anger,pain,frustrationsandeveryemotionhefelton

me.Ilaidthereandletmytearsfallashewas

holdingmeanddigginghisnailsonme.Hewas

fightingwithmeandnotmakinglovewithme,

fuckingisn'tcomparedtowhathewasdoingtome.

HewasdestroyingmeandIlethim.Ilethimpour

hispainonme,I'lltakeitforhimandbethegood

wifethatIamandthatI'msupposedtobe.Afterhe

wasdone,Hestoodupandwenttothebathroom.I



laidonthebedbreathingslowlyandmybodypaining.

Icouldn'tevenfeelmylegs.Hecameout,worehe's

tracksuitandleft.IguessIhavetocleanmyselfup

tonight.Istoodupandwalkedslowlytothe

bathroomandtookalongshower.Mybodywas

aching,Ilotionedandworepyjama's.Ihavenew

clotheshere,butIwon'ttakethembackwithme.I

haveenoughclothesbackathome.Ilookedatmy

neckinthemirrorandtearsfell.He'sneverdonethis

tomebeforeandIhopeitsthefirstandlasttimehe

doesit.
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It'sbeenaweeksincethatincidenthappened.We

wentbackhomethenextdayandthingshavebeen,

greatwellthat'sbetweenmeandmykids.Withmy



husband,thingsarejustIdon'tevenknowhowto

describeit.Hedoesn'teventouchmeanymore,the

lasttimehetouchedmewasthenighthedestroyed

me.Hedoesn'tevenlookatmeintheeye,wetalk

hereandtherejustinfrontofthekidsandthat'sit.

Hehascompletelyshutmeout.Hismothercalled

askingabouthim,hehasn'tbeenansweringhercalls

atall.Evenhisfatherscalls.Wearesupposedtogo

toLangelihlethisweekendforthewelcoming

ceremonyforPrinceKwenzokuhle.Idon'tknowifhe

knowsaboutityetbutI'lltellhimlater,wellthat'sif

he'llevenlistentome.MamZondihelpsmewiththe

kidsandtodayIplantogotothechemistandgeta

pregnancytest.I'vebeenexperiencingmany

symptomsofpregnancy.Ihopeitsalljustafalse

alarm.MylittleLisaisjustamonthandtwoweeks

old.Icannotbepregnantagain.Ihaven'twentonmy

periodsinceIgavebirthsoIdon'tknowwhat'sgoing

on.I'llbegoingbacktoworknextmonth,Nkosinathi

stilldoesn'tthinkitsagoodidea.Hewantstoturn

meintoahousewife,Ijustcannotdothat.Ididn'tgo

toschoolforallthoseyearsjusttobeahousewife.I

loveworkingandI'llcontinuedoingit.After



fresheningupIwroteablacktightdress,knee

length...LouisVuittonheels,weaveonpoint,little

makeupandmattelipstick.Right!Ilookgoodand

feelgood.Accessories??No,Idon'twanttojinxit.

Tookmycarkeysandsaidgoodbyetomylittleone

andMamZondi.EmihleandKwenzoareatschool,I

thoughtaboutKwenzosituationandIthinkIshould

takehimforcounsellingitwillhelphim.I'vegotten

usedtothestaresIgetwheneverI'matthestoresor

themall.Nkosinathi'ssuccessandwealthhasmade

mebeseenasacelebrityjustbecauseI'mmarried

tohim.IboughtwhatIneededandwentbackhome

soIcouldtakethetest.

MamZ:You'rebackalready?Thatwasquick

Me:Ijustwenttothechemistma,I'llbegoneagain

soonbutIwon'ttakelong.

Iwenttothebathroomandtookthetest.Two

minutesissolongwhenyouwaitinganxiously,Ijust

don'tknowhowtoevenfeel.I'mnervous.There's

twolines,inbothofthem.Twolines,I'mpregnant...

Again.I'mhappy!AndI'mangry!AndI'msad,he's

noteventalkingtome,howwillItellhimaboutthis.



I'mangrybecausehemademepregnant!I'mhappy,

I'llbehavinganotherchild.Myfamilyisgrowingand

thatputsasmileonmyface.Ihopeitsaboy.I'llbea

motherof4beforeI'meven30!I'mjust29yearsold

andalreadyI'mexpectingmyfourthchild.Ifixed

myselfup,putthetubeinmybaganddroveto

Nkosinathi'sworkplace.Icameoutofthecarand

therewereflashinglightsandmanyjournalists,what

isgoingonhere?Isatdownatthebackand

watcheditunfold.Hewashavingapressconference

aboutsomemajorbusinessdealhehasmanagedto

get.Afterawhilehealsotalkedabout"Themystery

sonofPrinceMkhize"that'swhatthenewspapers

saidaboutKwenzokuhle.Whywasn'tIinformed

aboutthispressconference?Wellhedoesn'ttellme

anythinglatelysoIshouldn'tbesurprised.ButI

didn'tdeservetoknowifitinvolvesourson,he

shouldn'thavetookthisdecisionalone.Myanger

towardshimisgrowingstrongerandstronger.He

hasn'tevenlookedatme,notevenonce.Iwishwe

couldgobacktothetimewhereIsathereatthe

back,helookedatmewithabigsmileandtoldme

tositatthefrontrow.Imisshim,Imisshissmile



andwarmlove.Notwhatheisnow,Idon'tknowthis

manandIdon'twanttobestuckwithhimforthe

restofmylife.Hetookquestionsandonewasfor

me.

Journalist:MrsMkhize,howdoyoufeelaboutthe

suddendiscoveryofMrMkhizehavingason?How

isyourrelationshipwithhisson?

Me:Firstly,it'snothisson.Itsourson,andmy

relationshipwithKwenzoisagoodsonandmother

relationship.Havinghimaroundhasbeenablessing

andIamhappy,we'reahappy.

Journalist:Hasitchangedanythingbetweenyouand

MrMkhize?Isthereanybabymamadrama?

Me:Idonotliketalkingaboutmypersonalaffairs,

whathappensbehindclosedoorsstaysthere.Iwill

answeryourquestion,everythingiswell.Thankyou,

nomorequestions.

ThePAendedtheconferenceandNkosiwalkedto

hisofficewithmefollowinghimbehind.He'sbody

guardswerenowusheringmetohisoffice,Ihate

havingbodyguards,I'mnotfreeandIfeelasifI'm



justprisoned.That'swhyItoldhimnottogetmeany

bodyguards,likeIjustdon'tneedthematall.Hetook

ofhiscoatwhilepretendingasifhedoesn'tseethat

I'mevenhere.Iclosedthedoor,madesureIlockit

andwalkedtohisdesk.

Me:Nkosinathi

Silence...Noresponse,I'mtalkingtomyself.I

walkedclosertohimandslappedhim,twice.He's

eyeswidened,heneedstodamnwakeup.

Nkosi:Nokukhanya!Whatdidyoujustdo?

Me:Islappedthisbastardstandinginfrontofme!

Nkosi:Naye!Iamyourhusband!Youdonot

disrespectmelikethat.

Me:Youarenotmyhusband!Iwouldneverslapmy

husband.Ifyouweremyhusbandyouwouldspeak

tome!Holdme!Andlookatme!Myhusbandwill

nevermakemefeellonely,hewouldnevermakeme

feelunworthyanddoubtmyselfwhetherI'menough

forhimornot!Hewouldneverdestroymetheway

thisanimalyou'vebecomedestroyedme!Lookat

me!!!Lookatthedamageyou'vecaused!



Nkosi:Naye,pleasecalmdown.I..I'm

Me:Don'tyoudaretellmeyou'resorry!Youhurtme!

Youhurtus!You'redestroyingourmarriageandit

willdestroyourfamily.Thekidsgotobedatnight

withoutevenseeingyouforthepastweek!Youhave

apressconferenceregardingmysonbutI'mnot

informedaboutit!Whoareyouandwhathaveyou

donetomyhusband!

#Nkosi

She'smad,she'slividandshe'sbeyondbeingangry,

she'shurtanditsallbecauseofme.Ikeepon

messingupandIdeservedthehotslapsshegave

me.Honestly,Ihaven'tbeenabletolookather

becauseI'mashamedofmyself,ashamedofwhatI

didtoher.Icontinueddoingittosatisfymyownsoul

yetIwasdestroyinghers.IheardhersoftcriesbutI

couldn'tgetmyselftostop.Ineededtoreleaseall

thatIfeltandIdiditthewrongway.Ihatemyselffor

whatIamandshehatesmeto.Allthewordsshe's

beensayingaretrueandIamabastard.WhenIsaw



hergettingdressedthedayafterthatincident,Isaw

thebruisesonherbody.TheangerIhadtowards

myself,Ididallthattoher.IhurthersomuchandI

knowitwilltaketimeforhertoevenforgiveme.

AfterallthatIpushedheraway,IdidthatbecauseI

thoughtitwouldbebetter.That'sshe'dgettocool

offanditsbetterwhenshe'sawayfromthismonster

thatIam.Thatshe'llbebetteroffwithoutme

becauseallIeverdoisjusthurther.Maybeshe

doesneedtobewithoutme,sheneedsabreakfrom

me.TodayIrealizedpushingherawaywasmaking

thingsworse.I'mhurtinghermoreandit'sallwritten

inhereyes.She'sdisappointedinmeandIdon't

blameher.Shedeservestobehappyandtobeloved,

IseemtobefailingatdoingthatbecauseallIever

doishurther.Iwanthertoknowandfeelhpemuch

Iloveher,butIcannotshowittoher.Icannotlove

unconditionallybutIwanttodoitwithher.Nayeis

mylife,withoutherIdon'tknowhowI'dbeableto

function.She'severythingIneedandmore,she

lovesmeevenwhenIhurther.She'stheoneforme

andIneverwanttolooseher.IfIdon'tchangemy

waysshe'sgoingtoleaveme.



Me:Naye,calmdownandlistentomeplease

Naye:Don'ttellmetocalmdownNkosi!Don't!Ihate

you!

Thosewordssunkdeepinmyheart.Shehatesme,I

droveherawaytotheextentofherhatingme.I've

damagedherandtookadvantageofhersweetheart.

Shedoesn'thavethehearttohateanyoneyetI've

turnedthataroundandI'mthefirstoneshehates.

Me:Don'tgiveuponus.I'mgoingtofixourmarriage,

I'mgoingtofixus.

Naye:Ourmarriagedoesn'tneedfixing.Itneedsyou!

Youneedtofixyourself!I'mpregnant!Andourkids

needafather,you'regoingtobeafatherof4now!

Growupandfixyourself!

Withthatsaid,shethrewthepregnancytestatme

andleft.WhathaveIdone?I'mgoingtoloosemy

family.She'shaditwithmeandIdon'tblameher.I

ranafterherbutIwastoolate.Shedroveoffina

highspeed,thiswomandriveslikeshe'scrazy.

Me:Spitjo,followher.Makesureshe'ssafe.



Spitjo:Yesboss

Sheneedstobesafe,herandmylittlebabygrowing

insideofher.Myphonerangandit'smymother,I've

beenavoidinghercallsforthepastfewdays.

Me:Mom,I'mbusy.

Mom:Don'tmomI'mbusyme!YourfatherandI

havebeentryingtocallyou!Whyareyounot

answeringourcalls?

Me:AsIsaidmom,I'mbusy.TellDadI'llcallhim

later.Ihavealottodiscusswithhim.

Mom:YouhavetocometoLangelihle,the

welcomingceremonyisthisSaturday.

Me:Yesmom.We'llbetherebyThursday.

Mom:How'sMakoti,shedidn'tsoundwellwhenI

calledherearlier.Whatareyoudoingtothepoorgirl?

NkosinathiIwilldisownyouifyouhurther!

Me:Mom,ImessedupbutI'mgoingtofixthings

withher.

Mom:Youbetterdothat.You'llneverfindanyone

likeNayeifyoumessthisup.Byeboy



Me:Bye.

Shestillcallsa30yearoldmanwho'sabouttohave

4kids"boy".She'spregnant,Ismiledtomyself.She's

stillgoingtobemadatme,shewantedtowait

3yearstillwehaveanotherbaby.It'sgoingtobe

anotherlong9monthsofpregnancy,thewayshe

fartswhenshe'spregnant.I'venevertoldher

becauseshewasgoingtoburymealive,shegetsso

moodyanditsactuallyexciting.She'sverysexy

whenshe'smoody.Letmegohomeandfixmy

marriage,Icannotletherbesoangryandstressed,

itsnotgoodforthebabyandherself.Ipackedmy

thingsandoneofmybodyguardscarriedthem.

Me:Rose,I'mgoinghome.Everythingthatneedsme

fromnowonwardswillbehandledbyPeter.The

constructorsandMrHeinswillbehandledbyMxolisi.

Ileftandgotintomycar,there'sthiscarIsawandI'll

getitformywife.ItwillsuitherandIknowshe'll

loveit.Ismiledatmyselfwhilethinkingabouther.

She'sthebestthingthathashappenedtome.My

wife,mykids,theyareallthatmatterstomeandI

cannotaffordtoloosethem.Ndiphiwe,I'llstilldeal



withher.I'mlayinglowfornowjustsothecopsdon't

gosniffingaroundonme.Myboystookcareof

Kgomo.Nothingwillcomebackonme,Iwon'tjinxit

bykillingNdiphiwenow.Thewordjinx,Iheardit

fromNaye.Ineverknewitexcitedbefore.She

laughedatmesomuchwhenItoldherIdidn'tknow

theword.Igothomeandtookmylittleprincess

Me:Sabelosababakhe.

Shewasyawningandeatingherhands.Sheloves

doingthat,you'dthinkshe'shungrybutit'sjustwhat

shelovesdoing.Nayecamedownstairsandlooked

theotherdirectionwhenshesawme.

Naye:Ineedtoputhertosleep

Me:I'lldoitforyou.

Naye:Icandoit!Youweren'theretodoitforthe

pastweek,sowhystartnow!?

Me:MakaEmihleplease,letmejust

MamZ:I'lldoitMrMkhize,excuseme.

ShetookLisaandwenttothenursery.Nayewalked

tothefridgeandtookourabottleofwine,thenputit



backagain.Iguessshejustrememberedthatshe's

pregnantandcannotdrinkalcoholplusshe's

breastfeeding.

Me:Weneedtotalk,itsimportant

Naye:Whatisit?

Me:We'regoingtoLangelihleonThursday

Naye:Iknow,yourmothertoldme.

Me:There'ssomethingelseweneedtotalkabout.

Pleasecanwegoupstairsandsitdown

Shenoddedandledtheway.Itookofmysuitwhen

wegottoourroomandsatnexttoher.

Me:MayIholdyourhand?

Naye:No!

Me:Please

Shelookedatmeandheldmyhand.Shewas

shaking,lookwhatIhavedonetoher.

Me:I'vedecidedthatafterwecomebackfrom

Langelihle.I'mgoingtoarehabilitationcenterformy

angerissues.



Naye:What?

Me:Yes,Ineedtodoit.Itsforthebest,Icannotlive

likethisandyoucannotlivewithfearofwhatI'lldo

nextwhenI'mangry.I'mfixingmyselfandIhopeit

willfixourmarriagetoo.

Shesatontopofmeandlaidherheadonmy

shoulders.ShecriedandIheldhertightly

Me:Don'tcry.It'sforthebest,I'llbegoneforjusta

month.ItswhatIneedtodoNaye,forme,forusand

forourfamily.Iwanttobeagoodhusbandanda

goodfathertoourkidsandthelittleoneontheway.

Naye:Areyousure?Youcangoforcounselling

sessionsandbeathome.Youdon'tneedtogo

Me:Ihaveto.I'vetriedcounsellinganditdidn'twork.

You'llbeabletovisitmeonweekends,Bongahas

foundagoodrehabcenterforme.It'sforthebest.

Naye:Ifitswhatyouwanttodothanokay,I'll

supportyou.Iloveyou.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.I'llleaveeverythingtoyou,Mxolisi

willbeinchargeofthecompanybuthecannottake



anydecision,youmakethedecisions.Mylawyer,

Bongawillalsohelpyouandeverythingwillbetaken

careoff.Ifyouneedhelpwiththetakingdecisions

forthebusinessPhilaisthere.Heknowstheinsand

outs.I'msorryI'mgoingtomissthefirstmonthof

yourpregnancy

Naye:It'sokay,it'sforthebest.I'llmakeyouproud

Me:That'smygirl.IloveyouMaHlase
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Thisweekendwasgoodandweirdandsadasthe

dayswentbybecauseitgotadayclosertothedayI

havetosaygoodbyetomyhusbandashewillbeoff

totherehabilitationcenter.Bongagotoneofthe



bestcenters,whatbrokemyheartisthatI'llonlybe

abletoseehimonthesecondweekofthemonth,

foronly4hoursandthenthenexttimeI'llbeseeing

iswhenhereturns.He'sbeentellingmenottothink

aboutitbuteachandeverytimeIclosemyeyesI

thinkaboutit.Thewelcomingceremonywasa

successandthefamilywashappy,sowas

NkosinathiandKwenzokuhle.Iturned,Nkosiand

Lisaweren'tinbedanymore.Istoodupandwent

downstairsforbreakfast.

Nkosi:Morning!Comehavebreakfast,itsyour

favorite.

Me:Itsmellshorrible!Openthewindowsandthe

doorplease.

Nkosi:ButyoulovebaconandFrenchtoastwitha

cheese.

Me:Iusedto,itsmellshorriblenowandIdon'twant

it.Ifyoudidn'tgetmepregnantagain,Iwould'vestill

lovedit.

Nkosi:ItsnotmyfaultthatIcanscoreperfectgoals.

Imean,youcannotgetenoughofthisguydown



there.

Iglaredathimandhejustlaughedatmewhile

eatingthehorriblesmellingFrenchtoast.

Nkosi:Justsaying,nowcometodaddy.I'vemissed

you

Me:Wherearethekids?

Nkosi:Thekidsarewiththeirgrandparentsand

todayisjustaboutyouandme.

Me:Oh,you'releavingtonight.Ihadalmostforgotten

aboutthat.

Nkosi:Comeon,don'tbesadnow.Itsforthebest

Me:Yesitisbutwe'llmissyou.Wecannotevenget

tocallyou

Nkosi:YesandI'llleavemyphonesherewithyou,

you'llmanageright?Themonthwillbeoverjustnow,

Ipromiseyou.Nowgotakeashower

Me:Idon'tevenfeellikegoingtotakeonebutI'llgo

Nkosi:I'lljoinyou

BeforeIevenansweredhecarriedmeandwentto



thebathroomupstairs.Wetookalongshower

togetherandhedriedusbothup.Iworeawhitelong

summerdresswithsandalsandheworejeansanda

blackT-shirt.

Nkosi:Let'sgo

Me:Wherearewegoing?

Nkosi:You'llsee.

Iwaswonderingwherecouldwepossiblybegoing

hereinLangelihle.Ijustfollowedhimandwegot

insidethecar.WedroveforawhileandIfellasleep.

Iwokeupafterafewhoursandweweredrivingin

anareafilledwithsomanytrees.Itlookedlikea

forest.

Me:Wherearewegoing?

Nkosi:We'realmostthere.

After30minswehadfinallyreachedourdestination.

Wewereparkednexttoabeautifulmountain.We

gotoutthecarandNkosiheldmyhand.

Me:Don'ttellmewe'regoingupthatmountain

please.



Nkosi:Unfortunately,weare.Iknowyounota

personofnaturebutIamandIknowyou'llloveittoo.

Nowcome,let'sgo.Don'tbelazy.

Me:Nkosinathi,you'llpayforthis.

Nkosi:Inthemostpleasurableway.

Ilaughedathimandwewalked.Thedistancewasn't

thatlongfromwhereweweregoing.Therewasa

smallwoodenhouseandapicniclaidoutonthe

beautifulfreshgrass.Itwassobeautifuland

romantic,IlookedatNkosiandhehadabeautiful

widesmileonhisface.Tearswerethreateningtofall,

itwasjustsobeautiful,therewasallmyfavorite

foods,smallfullypillowsandfruitjuice.Hehad

alcoholforhimself,Heineken,whohasInguduona

picnic.OnlyNkosinathiwoulddothat

Nkosi:Ihopeyoulikeit

Me:Iloveit!

Wesatdownandate,Iatealot.Ididn'tknowIwas

thishungryuntilIate.IguessitsbecauseI'meating

fortwo.HehadthisfreakishsmileonhisfaceandI

couldn'texactlysaywhatwasonhismind.



Nkosi:Iloveseeingyouhappyandeatinglikeit'sthe

lasttime.

Me:HahNkosi,stopjudgingmyeatinghabits

becauseI'mexpectingyourchildhere.Icannot

believeyougotmepregnantagainMkhize,thisis

definatelythelastpregnancy.

Nkosi:We'llhaveasmanykidsaswecanmake.

Mkhizeisstillgoingtoworkandyou'restillgoingto

gointhatlabourwardandhavemybabies.

Me:We'llseeaboutthatbecauseI'llremovemy

womb

Nkosi:Nowifeofminewilldothat.You'renotgoing

todothatAyabonga!Andwe'renotgoingtodiscuss

this!

Me:Chill,Iwasjustjoking.Noneedtogetallupset

aboutit.

Helookeddownandstayedsilentforawhile.

Nkosi:I'msorryIgotangryandshoutedatyou.I

don'tlikebeinglikethisandIhatehurtingyou

becauseofmyangerissues.I'llbegettinghelp,I



promiseI'llcomebackasabetterpersonwho'llbe

abletocontrolhisanger.I'llchangemyways,justfor

youmylove.NayeIneverwanttolooseyouandifI

staythisway,itmightleadtothat.Justwaitforme

Me:Nkosinathi,IloveyouandIloveyouforwhoyou

are.ButIhateyourangerissuesandI'mgladyou'll

gethelp.We'llgothroughthistogetherandI'llwait

foryou.

Nkosi:I'mgladyouwill.

Wesatforawhileandstartedkissing.Thekisswas

toointense,Ipulledaway.I'mnotabouttohavesex

withmyhusbandatthetopofthemountain.

Nkosi:Let'sgo

Me:Whereto?

Nkosi:You'llsee.

IguessIshouldstopaskingaboutourwhereabouts

todaybecauseIwon'tbetold.Hecarriedmetothe

woodenhouseanditwasabitdarkyetitwasjust

1pm.Helitthecandlesanditwasbeautiful.This,

thislookedlikethesettingon"Ifonly"oneofmy



favoritemovies!IlookedatNkosiandhesmiled

Me:How?Howdidyoumakethishappen?

Nkosi:Ihavemyways.Irememberedhowmuchyou

lovedandalwaystalkedaboutthescenewherethey

gotothiswoodenhouseanditsrainingtheymake

lovethere.SoIwantedyoutoexperiencethattoo,

wellbesidestherain.Andwiththesetting,Igot

somehelpfromZandyandPhelo.

Me:Thankyou!Thankyousomuchforthis.Ifeelso

special

Nkosi:Youarespecialandyou'remorethanjust

beingspecialtome.ImeanitwhenIsay,You'remy

life.Wewereboundbyfate.

Itiptoedandputmyarmsaroundhisneckand

kissedhim.Hetookoffmyclothesandwelaidon

thebed.

Me:Makelovetome.

Hekissedmyneckandopenedmylegsabitwider.

Whilesuckingmybreastsheinsertedtwofingersin

myhoneypotanditfeltsogood.Heinsertedhis



manhoodandthrustedslowly.Itfeltsogood,we

becameoneandIfeltit,Ifelthisloveforme.The

wayheheldme,itwasgentleandsogoodIclosed

myeyes...Hestopped!

Me:Whatareyoudoing?Whydidyoustop?

Nkosi:LookatmeAyabonga,don'tcloseyoureyes.

Iopenedmyeyesandhelookeddeeplyintomyeyes,

ourforeheadswereagainsteachotherashe

penetrateddeeperanddeeper.Afterawhileweboth

climaxedtogetherandhelaidontopofme

Me:You'reheavy,move.

HelaughedandmovedthenIlaidonhim.

Nkosi:Andthen,you'realsoheavysomove.

Me:You'recrazy,I'mnotdoingthat.

Heheldmetightlyandkeptonrubbingmystomach.

Welaidlikethatforamomentjustinsilence.Sofar,

todayhasbeensuchagooddayandIlovedevery

minuteofit.

Nkosi:I'llbuyyouadildooravibrator.



Me:Whatfor?

Nkosi:SoyoucanserviceyourhornyselfwhileI'm

away.Webothknowhowhornyyougetwhenyou're

pregnant.

Ilaughedathimtilltearsfellfrommyeyes,Icouldn't

stoplaughingatthenonsensehejustsaid.

Me:ReallynowNkosinathi?Wellyoudon'thaveto,I

alreadyhaveone.Iuseittosatisfymyselfwhenyou

don't.

He'seyeswidenedandIknowIjustbrokehisego.It

feltsogoodandIlaughedathim

Nkosi:Whatdidyoujustsay?Tellmeyou'rejoking?

Whendoyouevenusethatthing?Idon'tsatisfyyou?

Me:Thelookonyourface!Gosh!Iloveit.Babe,I'm

joking.

IsaidbetweenlaughsandhelookedcalmafterIhad

toldhimthatI'mjoking.Thebestwaytobreaka

mansegoistocommentonhisbedroom

performance.

Nkosi:Soyoudon'thaveadildo?



Me:No,Idon'thaveonebutitdoesn'tmeanI've

neverownedone.

Nkosi:Wow,andithelped?

Me:Yesitdidbutitdidn'tsatisfyme.Buthey,I

wasn'tsingleandnotgettinganysobeggerscan'tbe

choosers.

Nkosi:Wow,IcannotbelievewhatI'mhearingwith

myowntwoears.Wellyou'llneverneedthatagain,

I'mherenowandI'mheretostay.Whowouldleave

suchahothoneypot?Iloveit.

Hesaidwhileplayingwithmyclit.Wemadelove

onceagainandtookashower.Weheadedtothecar

andhedroveustoournextdestinationwhichis

home.Afterabouttwohoursitwasaround6:30pm

wearrivedattheroyalhouse.He'llbeleavingtonight

at9,hisflightisat9:30pm.Itwillbesadtoseehim

gobutitsforthebest.Wegothomeandhetoldme

tositinthecarandnotcomeout,wowI'mstuckina

carinthegaragebecausemyhusbandsaidso.After

about15minshecamebackwithablindfoldand

blindfoldedme.



Me:Nkosinathiwhat'sgoingon?YouknowIhate

beingblindfolded,IfeellikeI'mgoingtofall.

Nkosi:Youwon'tfall,justholdmyhandanddon't

askmanyquestions.

WewalkedwhileIwasholdinghishand.

Nkosi:Okaystandhere,don'tmoveoryou'llfall.

Me:Ibetternotbeonanedgeofacliff.

Nkosi:You'resodramaticNaye,there'snocliffhere.

Justchill

Me:Mxmdon'tannoymeNkosinathiplease

Nkosi:Hormones

Helaughedatmeandtookofftheblindfold.WowI

couldn'tbelievewhatIsawwithmyowneyes.I

blinkedone,twiceandclosedmyeyesthanopened

themagain.

Nkosi:Thisbabyisyoursmydearwife.

Me:Nkosinathi!!!

Iscreamedandjumpedathim,wealmostfell

togetherandIcouldn'tstopscreaming.APorche



CayenneGTS!!AcarI'vealwaysloved!Iloveit!Ilove

it!Hehasjustmademethehappiestwomanalive!

Me:Thankyou!ThankyouMkhize!Thankyouvery

much.Iloveyou!

Ikissedhimandjumpedoffhim.

Me:Wherearethekeys!

Nkosi:Here,goforaspinaroundtheyardandcome

back.

Me:Yessir!

Itookmynewcarforaspinanditfeltgooddrivingit.

Wow,I'maluckywoman,myhusbandmakesmeso

happyandIjusthavenowordsforwhathedidtoday.

Iparkedinthegarageandhetookmyhandaswe

walkedtothemaindoor.

Nkosi:I'mgladyouloveyourcar.

Me:Iloveitbabe,thankyousomuch.I'mveryhappy,

IcannotevenexplainhowhappyIamrightnow.

Wewentinsideandtherewereartificialrosesonthe

kitchencounterwithasmallnotenexttoit.Itread"

Weloveyoumom,we'vepreparedsomethingforyou



toshowyouourappreciation.Cometothebackyard

please.

Me:Doyouknowwhat'sgoingonhere?

Nkosi:No,Ihavenoidea.Let'sgothough.

WewenttothebackyardandKwenzowasstanding

smiling

Kwenzo:Mah!Mah!Come

Ilaughedandwenttohim,hehadanOreochocolate

withasmallnote.Itread"Rememberhowyou

alwaysdreamedofyourfatherwalkingyoudownthe

aisle,I'llbetheonewhowalksyoudowntheaisle."

Ismiledandtearsfloweddownmycheeksandhe

wipedthemoff.Hehuggedhimandmovedonto

Emihle.

Shegavemeanoteandsmiled.Itreadasfollows"I

knowyoustillwanttowearthosedressesandsayI

do,justsayyesandI'llmakeithappen."Ihuggedher

andkissedher.Nkosinathiwasjustfollowingmeall

thistimeandwewerenowstandingwithMaQ

holdingLisakhanya.Shegavemeanote..."Willyou



marryme?"

Ilaughedandkissedmylittleprincessescheek.And

thenturnedtoNkosinathiwhowasnowonhisknees

withabox,witharinginsideofit.

Me:Nkosinathi,yes!YesI'llmarryyou,again.

Ilaughedwithtearsflowingandwekissed.

Me:WhereamIgoingtoputthisring?Youdorealize

Ihavethreeringsnow?

Nkosi:You'llkeepthemall.

Me:I'llwearthefirstoneandthisone.I'llputthe

otheroneinitsbox.

Nkosi:Itsyourchoicemylove.Thankyouforsaying

yes,Iloveyou.

Me:Iloveyoumore.IguessIhaveaweddingtoplan

Emihle:Yeswedomommy!!!

Welaughedandallhuggedasafamily.Wewent

insidethehouseandIbreastfedSabelosababakhe.

WehadsuppertogetherandNkosituckedthekidsin

bedandsaidgoodbyetothem.Wewenttoourroom



andIpackedhistoiletries,he'llbeleavinginanhour

andahalfsoI'llpackallthelastlittlethingsI

might'veforgotten.

Nkosi:I'llmissyouandthekids

Me:We'llmissyoutoomylove,I'llstayherein

Langelihleforthenextweekandthengobackto

Durban.

Nkosi:Won'tthekidsmissschool?

Me:Theywill,justforthatweek.I'vealreadysentan

emailtotheirschools.Thehousewillbejustboring

withoutyoubeingtheresowe'llstayhere.

Nkosi:Okaybabe.Comehere

Iwenttohimandwekissedandmadeloveagain

andagain.Afterweweredonewetookashowerand

heworehistracksuit.

Me:Guessitstimeforyoutogo.

Nkosi:Yesitis.Don'tbesadNokukhanya,I'llbeback.

I'mjustleavingforamonth.

Me:I'mnotsad,I'lljustmissyou.



Nkosi:I'llmissyoutoo.Walkmetothecar

Iwalkedhimthereandhe'sdriverputhisbagsinthe

carandthefamilycametosaygoodbye

King:Goodbyeson,you'vegrowntobearealman.

I'mproudofyou.

Nkosi:Thankyou.

Theyleftandgaveussomeprivacy.

Me:Goodbye

Nkosi:Justsaybye,whenyousaygoodbyeyou're

makingitsoundlikeitsforgood.

Me:OkaybyeNkosinathi.

Nkosi:Makeavideoofyourfirstscan,I'vealready

madearrangementsforit.

Me:Willdo

Icouldn'tstopmyself,Ijustcriedandwehuggedfor

awhile.

Driver:Boss,itstimetoleave.We'realreadylate.

Nkosi:OkayI'mcoming.



Wekissedandhewipedoffmytears.Hekissedmy

foreheadonelasttimeandgotinsidethecar.

Nkosi:Remember,Iloveyou.

ThecardroveoffandIsmiled.

Me:Iloveyoutoo,rememberthat...

Iwhisperedtomyselfandwentinsidethehouse.I

wenttobedandscrolledthroughhisphone,hewas

secretlytakingpicturesofmetoday.Ilaughedto

myselfandsaidmyprayersbeforeIslept.God,keep

himsafeformeandletthisprocessbesuccessful...

It'sgoingtobealong,long,long,longmonth.Iwish

hewascomingbackhomealready.
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Itsbeenaweeksincehehasleft.Ihaven'theard



fromhimsincethedayheleftandthatbreaksmy

heart.IjusthavetowaitanotherweeksoI'llbeable

toseehim,ImisshimsomuchIthoughtitwouldbe

easierifwewereinLangelihleandtherewerepeople

whowouldkeepmecompanylikeLusandabithe's

allIeverthinkabout.Ijustwishhe'sdoingwelllike

Bongakeepsontellingme.WhatIdon'tunderstand

waswhyNkositoldtherehabilitationcenternotto

contactmeandtellmeabouthisprogress,Bongais

theonetheycontact.WeflewbacktoDurbanlast

nightandnowI'mpreparingthekid'sforschoolwith

MamZondihelpingmewithLisa.Shedecidedtobe

anearlybirdtonightandshe'sbeencryingnon-stop

latelyandIguessshejustmissesherfather.She's

Daddy'slittlegirl.

Emihle:WhenisDaddycomingback?Hisbusiness

tripistakingtoolong

Me:He'llbeback

Kwenzo:I'mfullmommy

Me:Butbaby,youhaven'teventouchedyourfood.

Kwenzo:Iwantdaddytofeedmelikehealways



does

Me:Butdaddyisn'thereKwenzo,eat.

HestartedcryingandItriedfeedinghimbuthedidnt

wanttoeat.Ididn'twanttostartcryingtoobutmy

tearswerethreatningtodoso.Ijustwantedtocry

andletitallout.Honestly,thingsaredifficult

withoutNkosinathi.

Danny:What'sgoingonhere?

Me:Hewontstopcrying,Idon'tknowwhattodo

now.Hewantshisfather

Danny:DontcrynowNaye,he'llcryalotmorewhen

heseesyoucrying.Kwenzo,comehere.

Me:I'lltogochangeLisa'snappy.Emihle,brushyour

teeth.You'llbelateforschool.

Danny:Dontworryyourself,i'lltakethemtoschool.

Justtakecareofthelittleone.

Me:ThankyouDanny.Byebabies,seeyouafter

school.

IwentupstairswithLisaandchangedhernappy.

MamZondihadalreadybathedhersoIfedherand



triedputtinghertosleep.Ittooktwolonghoursfor

hertofinallyfallasleep.Iputherinherbedandtook

ashower.IreceivedanemailfromNkosi'sPA,

apparentlyI'mneededattheofficeimmediately.I

woremygreysuitandstiletto's.

Me:MamZondi,I'mgoingtoNkosinathi'sofficefora

meeting.I'llbebacksoon,pleasepreparelunch.

Mam:Okaymychild.Gowell

Ithankedherandtookmycarkeys,i'llbrdrivingmy

newbaby.Thrdrivercametomeandopenedthe

doorforme.

Me:Don'tworry,I'lldrivemyself.

Driver:Nomam,thebossstrictlytoldmenotto

allowyoutodrive.IwillloosemyjobifIletyoudrive.

Me:I'myourbosseswifeandIwanttodrivemyself.

Don'tupsetmeplease

Driver:Nocandomam,Idon'twanttoupsetthe

boss.

Me:Wellyou'reupsettingme!PlusMrMkhizeisnot

here,hewon'tknowIdrove.



Driver:Mam,whereshouldItakeyou?Idon'twant

youtobelate.

Ihuffedandgotinsidethecar.Thisguy!Nkosinathi

isnotevenherebuthe'sabletocontrolthethingsI

do.Whythehelldidhebuymeacarificannotdrive

itmyself?WegottohisworkplaceandthestaresI

alwaysgetwhenI'mherearejustsouncomfortable,

theytreatmelikeafragileegg.

Me:WhereisMrMkhuze'PA?

Lady:She'sintheboardroomMrsMkhize,I'llcallher

foryou.

Me:I'llbeattheoffice.

Iwentthereandsatonthetable,tookoffmyshoes

andateabaronechocolatethatwasinthedrawer.I

wonderwhyhekeepsthemthere.Ihaven'thad

hecticmorningsicknesses,Iguessthispregnancy

willbelesscomplicatedandheavylikemyprevious

pregnancy.Shecameinlookingverybeautifuland

herskinisjustalwayssofresh,shessobeautiful

andIhatethatsheworkscloselywithmyhusband

butthat'snoreasontogetherfiredjustbecauseof



myinsecurities.

Her:Mam,youcalledme?

Me:Yes,Igotyouremail.YousaidIwasneeded

hereimmediately.

Her:Mam,eversinceMrMkhizetookhisleave,

thingsaren'tinplace.Oneoftheaccountantshere,

whoisafriendofminetoldmethatthere'smoney

missingthathasbeentakenfromtheCanada

account.

Me:DidyoutellthetemporaryCEO?

Her:No,shesuspectshimsotellinghimwouldnt

havebeenagoodidea.

Me:Okay,thankyoufortellingme.I'dliketospeak

tothisfriendofyoursplease.

Her:She'sstillinherlunchbreak.ButI...

Me:Callherandtellhertogettomyoffice

immediately.Youcango

Her:Oh...I'lldothat

Me:Whyareyoustillstandingherestaringatme?



Her:NothingMam,I'msorry.Itsjustthat,Iloveyour

shoes.

Me:Thankyou

Shenoddedandleft.Iwentthroughmyphone

lookingatmypictureswithNkosi,Iwonderhowis

hedoing.ImisshimandIjustwishthismonthwas

overalready.Istaredatourpicturesforawhileand

thereceptionistbargedinandiquicklywipedoffmy

tears.Ididn'tevenrealizethatIwascrying.

Her:AreyouokayMam?

Me:Yes,Iam.

Her:Ibroughtyousomemuffinsandtea,hopeyou

enjoythem.I'lljustleavethemhere

Me:CanyouordermeKFCdunckedwings,carrot

cakeandNandoschicken

Her:Oh,okayMamIwill.

Me:Andifthere'sanywayyoucouldgetmecream

bunsfrompicknpay,I'dreallyappreciateit.

Shelookedatmewithadisgustedface,she's

judgingmeIcanjusttellbyherfacialexpression.



Shelookslikethetypethateatsrabbitfoodonly,she

needssomemeatonherbones.Whathappenedto

LeeAnnanyways?Idontknowthisskinnyassbitch

judgingme.

Me:Beforeyoujudgemefurtherandgogossip

aboutmewithyourcolleagues,I'mpregnant.Getmy

foodplease,closethedoorbehindyou.

Her:YesMam

Me:Nexttime,knockbeforeyoubargeinlikeyou

owntheplace,understood?

Her:YesMrsMkhize.

ShewentoutandIrolledmyeyes.That'swhatyou

getforjudgingmyeatinghabits,likeI'meatingfor

two.Webothgotbigstomachstofillup.And

where'sthataccountant?Idon'thaveallday.After

30minsmyfoodcameandiatelikethere'sno

tomorrow.ThePAcameinwithanotherprettylady,

no,Ineedtostartcomingherealldayeveryday

beforetheystartschemingongettingmyman.All

beautifulwomanwillbefired!Joking,Iwouldn'tgo

thatfarplusItrustmyhusbandandIlovehim.He



wouldn'thurtmeinthatway,heknowsI'dkillhimor

cutoffhismanhood.

Her:GoodDayMammynameisKate.

Me:MrsMkhize,sitdown.

PA:I'llbeinmyofficeifyouneedme.

Me:No,Youcanstayhere.MsFunwayo

PA:Please,callmePalesa.

Me:OkayPalesasitdown.Kate,tellmewhatsgoing

on?

Kate:WellMamwhileIwasbusywiththe

businessesfinancialbooks,Ipickedupthat

12millionismissingfromthebusinessanditwas

takenfromtheCanadaaccounts.I'mnottheheadof

FinancedepartmentheresoIcouldn'tintervene.

Me:WhoistheCFO?

Kate:MrGumede,butheisnotintoday.Hetooka

sickleave.

Me:I'llgettothebottomofit.Thankyouforcoming

forwardwiththisinformation.Icannotfinishthis



foodnow,Idon'tfeellikeeatinganymore.Joinme

Palesa:Icanneversaynotofood,whydidyouget

somuch?

Me:Pregnancy

Kate:Ohwow!CongratulationsMrsMkhize

ItookmyphoneandtextedPhila"pleasegetto

Nkosi'sofficeASAP"injustaminuteIreceiveda

callfromhim

Phila:MaHlase,What'sgoingon?

Me:GethereandI'lltellyouaboutit.

Phila:You'refinethough?Everythingokaywithyou

andthekids?

Me:YesPhilasandenowcome

Phila:I'llbetherein5mins.

IendedthecallandhadasmallchatwithKateand

Palesa.Theyarenotsobadafterall,Kateismarried

andhastwokids.Palesaisengaged,sheactually

invitedmetoherwedding.Speakingofweddings,i

alsohaveaweddingtoplan.I'lljustcallmywedding



plannerandgoonwitheverythingiwanted

previouslythoughthere'llbesomelittlechanges

hereandtherebuteverythingwillbewhatI'vealways

wantedandmore.Nkosistillsaidihavenobudget

limitsoI'mhavingmybridalpartyinZanzibarand

I'mgoingtogetnewdresses,whichmeansI'llhave

fourweddingdresses.Helovesitwhenispendhis

moneysothat'swhatI'lldo.Tomorrow,I'mgoing

shoppingandI'llshopalldaylong.

Palesa:You'reveryintimidating,theresjust

somethingaboutyouthaticannotpointout.

Kate:She'sscary,Iactuallyfeelveryhonouredtobe

sittinghereandhavinglunchwithyou.

Palesa:You'relikeMrMkhize,youguysareperfect

foreachother.Idon'tthinkI'veeverevenseenMr

Mkhizesmile.He'sscary

Me:Butyouworkwithhimeveryday

Palesa:Andeverydayifeellikeicouldjustpeeon

myselfwhenhecallsmyname.He'sscary,everyone

isscaredofhiminthisbuilding.Someworkershere

haveneverevenseenhimlikefacetoface.They



workforhimbuthaveneverseenhim

Me:Howcome?Doesntheinterviewthemor

something?

Kate:Theressomeonehiredforthat.

WowIdon'tknowmuchaboutthisbusinesssbutI'm

gladNkosinathiislikethat,he'stheirbossnottheir

friend.Philabargedinwithhiseyeswideopen

Me:Itoldyounothing'swrong,youworrytoomuch.

Phila:MsFunwayo,MrsMphemba.

Kate:GoodDayMrNgcobo

Palesa:GoodDaySir,MrsMkhizewe'llseeyounext

time.Thankyouforlunch.

Me:Mypleasure.

TheyleftusandPhilaclosedthedoor

Phila:Sowhatsgoingon?

Me:WellKatesaysthere'smoneymissingandithas

beentakenfromtheCanadaaccounts

Phila:Kate?



Me:MrsMphemba

Phila:Oh,howmucharewespeakingabouthere?

Me:12million

Phila:Shit,Nkosinathiwillloosehismind.Any

suspects?

Me:Idon'tevenknowaquarterofthestaffhereand

howtoevenrunacompany.ThatswhyIcalledyou

herebecauseyou'llknowwhattodo.

Phila:I'llgettothebottomofitdon'tworry.By

tomorroweverythingwillbesortedout.How'sthe

littleonethere?

Me:He/sheisokay.Philasande

Phila:Mmmh?

Me:Howishe?

Phila:Howiswho?

Me:YouknowwhoI'mtalkingaboutPhila,howis

myhusband.

Phila:Idon'tknow...Youknowwe'renotallowedto

contacthim...andifiknewI'dtellyouplus...uhm



Bongaistheonewhotheygivefeedbacktoo.

Me:Sincewhendoyoustutterwhenyouspeak?I

knowyouknoweverythingPhilasande.

Phila:ArghNaye,whydidyouhavetoaskme?Okay,

he's...He'sfine,hejustneedsyoutobestrongfor

himandlookafterthebabies.Don'tworryaboutthe

companyI'lltakecareofit.

Me:Isitbad?

Phila:Naye,Ithinkyoushouldgohomeandrest.

Me:ThisismyhusbandPhila!Ideservetoknow.

Phila:AndI'mtellingyouthatheisfine.Nowcome,

i'llwalkyoutoyourcar.

Hetookmybagandopenedthedoorforme.We

walkedinsilenceandIwasstressed,I'mworried

aboutmyhusbandandIjustdon'tunderstandwhy

amInottoldabouthiscondition

Phila:Don'tthinkaboutit,stressisnotgoodforthe

baby.

Me:Iforgotyoucanreadpeople'sminds.Justmake

surehe'swelltakencareoff,please.



Phila:I'lldoso.FridayI'llfetchEmihleand

Kwenzokuhle.They'llspendtheweekendatmy

place.Bongawilltalktoyouaboutthe

arrangementsofyouseeinghim.

Me:Thankyou

Igotintocarandthedriverdroveoff.Igothome,

changedthenfedmylittleangel.Daddywillbeokay

andhe'llbehomesoonSabelosababakhe,well

hopefully.
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IcannotstopthinkingaboutmyhusbandandIhave

lostweightinjustaspaceoftwoweeks,I'm



supposedtobeseeinghimthisweekendon

Saturdaybutijustcannotwaitforthatlong,it's

WednesdaytodayandSaturdayisjusttoofar.IfI

don'tseehimi'llloosemysanityandthey'llfindme

inapsychiatrichospital.

Me:Kids!Wakeup,breakfastisready.

I'mdoingeverythingmyselftoday,it'sMamZondi's

dayoffluckilyLisakhanya'sstillpeacefullysleeping.

MystomachisstartingtoshowandI'msupposedto

goseemygynaebutIjustdon'tfeellikegoing.I

havealotonmyplateplusshe'llbeshoutingatme

forlosingweightsoI'mjustnotreadyforthose

lectures.

Me:Emihle!Kwenzokuhle!

Kwenzo:Yezamamakhe(Comingmommy)

Emihle:I'mstilllookingformyshoes

Me:Emihle!WhatdidItellyouaboutthrowingyour

shoesanywherewhenyougetbackfromschool!

Theshoerackisthereforareason.You'llbelatefor

school



Emihle:Butmom,you'reshoutingatme.

Me:OfcauseIam!Andifyoudon'tfindthatshoeI

willpinchyou!Kwenzokuhle,eat!

Thesekidswillmakemeloosemymind.I'malso

justsuchamessrightnowandIjustdon'tknow

whattodo.

Kwenzo:Ma,Emihleiscrying.

Me:Ohgod,helpme.

Iwalkedtoherroomandfoundhercryingbehindthe

door.

Me:Whyareyoucrying?

Emihle:Youshoutedatmemommy,youneverdo

that.Eversincedaddyleftyou'vebeenshoutingat

us,daddydoesn'tlikethatandI'lltellhim

Me:(sighs)I'msorrymydaughterIdidn'tmeanto

shoutatyou.It'sjustthatI'mabitstressedlately

andI'llmakeituptoyou,I'mreallysorry.

Emihle:Canyouhelpmefindmyshoe?

Me:YesIwillbutnexttime,makesureyouputthem



intheshoerackokay?

Emihle:Yesmom.

WestoodupandlookedfortheshoebutLisa

decidedtowakeupandcryoutloud

Me:Emihle,lookunderthebed.ImcomingLisa,

don'tcry.

Itookherandfedheryetshedidn'tstopcrying.

Me:Sssshdon'tcrymybaby.Don'tcry

Emihle:Wearedonemom,weneedtogettoschool.

Me:I'mcoming.

ItookLisaandmycarkeysthencalledthekids.

Me:Emihle,gocallthedriverplease.

Kwenzo:Icalledhimalready.

Wewentinsidethecarandthedriverdroveofto

Kwenzo'spreschoolfirstsinceitscloserandafter

thatwedroppedoffEmihle.Whenwegothomeit

wasabitbetterandLisahadallmyattention.Itook

ofmyclothesandwebathedtogether.Afterwe

weredone,Ipackedabagforherandwentoverto



Siya'shouse.Ijustneedtogetoutofmyhouseand

bewithoneofmyfriends.

Me:Siyamthanda!!

Juniorcameandhehasgrownsomuch,heistoo

tallsoonhe'llbetallerthanme.

Junior:Mom,AuntNayeishere.I'mleavingnow

Me:Whereareyougoing?

Junior:School

Me:Aren'tyoulateforschoolnow?Its9:30

Junior:MomdidcalltheschoolandtoldthemI'llbe

late

Me:You'reingrade1yetyoujustcometoschoolat

anytimeyouwant

Junior:Iwaslazy.Momisupstairs,bye.

Isatonthecouchandwatchedtv.Afterafew

minutesPhilacamedownstairs

Phila:Oh,HeyNaye

Me:MorningPhilasande



Siya:Nayedidyoueat?

Me:MorningtoyoutooSiyamthandaandnoIdidn't

eat,I'mnothungry.

Phila:Ladies,Ihaveameetingwiththegents.See

youlater

Me:Iwanttospeakwithallofyou.

Phila:Uhm...We'lldothattomorrow,makesureyou

eat.

HekissedSiyaandliterallyranout.Mxm!He's

pissingmeoffrightnowbecauseIknowthere's

somethinghe'shidingfromme.Maybehe'swife

knowsandshe'lltellme.

Me:StarttalkingSiyamthanda

Siya:About?

Me:YouknowwhatI'mtalkingabout.Yourhusband

ishidingthingsfrommeaboutNkosinathi

Siya:Andhe'shidingitfrommetoo.Hewas

stressedyesterdayandthey'vebeenhavingthese

meetingsalot.Idon'tthinkanyofusgirlsknow

whatsgoingon.EvenMayiisaround



Me:What?Whydidn'tIknowaboutthat?

Siya:Ialsodidn'tknowaboutit.Isawhimlastnight,

hewasonthephonewithhe'sfather.Ihonestly

don'tknowwhat'sgoingonbutwhatiknowisthat

youshouldeat,Nayeyou'reagynae.Youofall

peopleshouldknowthatit'snotgoodforyoutobe

losingweightandbeingstressedwhileyou're

pregnant.

Me:Iknowitsjustthatall...

Siya:Shutupanddon'tgivemeexcuses.Comesit

downandeat,You'llfinishtwoplatesoffood.I'llsit

withLisawhileyoueat.

Me:YesMrsNgcobo

Isatdownandate,IwasactuallyveryhungrybutI

justdidn'tfeellikeeating.I'veneglectedmyselfand

mylittlebsvygrowinginsideofme.Iateand

finished3plates.

Me:Iwanttoseehimtoday

Siya:Doyouthinkthat'spossible?

Me:Idon'tknowbutIwanttoseehim.Ijustdon't



knowifit'sagoodideatogowithLisa.

Siya:IthinkyoushouldgospeakwithBongaorPhila

firstthengoseehim.I'llbabysitLisa,Idon'tmind.

Me:Idon'tneedtheirpermissiontogoseemy

husband.LetmecallthecenterandtellthemI'm

coming.

Siya:Ohokay

Me:IthinkIhavethenumberonthisphone...uhm

yep,thereitis.

Siya:Putitonloudspeaker.

Ididasshesaid.Itrangforafewtimesand

someoneanswered

Lady:George'sRehabilitationCenterhello,howmayI

helpyou?

Me:Goodmorningmamyou'respeakingtoMrs

Mkhize.I'dliketomakeanappointmentfortodayat

11o'clock.Ineedtocheckonmyhusbandsprogress

Lady:I'msorryMrsMkhize,Idon'tthinkthatwehave

yourhusbandhere.Letmecheckthedocuments

here.Mayyoupleasetellmehisnameandsurname?



Me:MrNkosinathiMkhize

Lady:Sorrymamwedon'thaveaMrNkosinathi

Mkhizehere.TheonlyNkosinathiwehavehereis

NkosinathiBhekezulu.

Me:Oh,I'msorryforwastingyourtime.Thankyou

IendedthecallandSiyahadhereyeswideopened.

Siya:Areyousurethat'sthecorrectcenter?

Me:Yesitis.Wherearetheymeeting?

Siya:Lyanda'shouse.Letmegetmybagsandcar

keyssowecango,theyhavealotofexplainingtodo.

Whileshewenttogetherthings,itooksomefruits

inthefridgeandshecarriedLisaandItookherkeys.

Ihonestlydon'tknowwhat'sgoingonbutI'llfindout.

IdroveasquicklyasIcould.Idon'tknowwhySiya

choseahousesofarfromus.Itwouldbebetterif

wewereinmyhouse,wewouldbetherebynow.

Siya:Stopdrivinglikethat,there'sababyhere.

Me:We'vearrivedalready.

Iparkedandwentstraightintothehouse.



Me:Bongani!Philasande!Mayibongwe!Lyanda!,

Athenkosi!Mpho!Danny!Thabo!Jabulani!Lubabalo!

Athi:Shit!She'shere

Me:DamnrightI'mhere!Startexplaining

Siya:CalmdownNaye

Me:Don'ttellmetocalmdown!Bongani?Bonga:

We'llseeNkosionSaturdaylikeIhavealready

explainedtoyou,thecentreonlyallowsyoutosee

himthisSaturday

Me:George'sRehabilitationCentrehuh?

Jabu:Yes

Me:I'mnotstupid

Siya:WeknowNkosinathiisnotatthatcentreso

stoplyingtous

Mpho:Yougirlslovesnoopingaround.Youshould

letthisgo

Me:ThisismyhusbandandIdeservetoknow!What

areyouhidingfromme?

Lubah:ItoldNkosithiswasabadidea.



Me:Whatisit!Cansomebodypleasestarttalking...

whereismyhusband?

Phila:CalmdownNaye,we'lltellyoueverythingif

youjustcalmdown.He'satanothercentre.

Me:Why?Whydidn'tyoutellmetheexactplacehe

isin?Iwanttoseehim.

Jabu:You'llseehimwhenhe'sback.He'llbeback

oncehe'sbetter.

BreatheNokukhanya,breathe.Inandout,inandout.

Justcalmdown,stressisnotgoodforthebaby.

Justcalmdown

Me:I'llsitdownandwe'llalltalklikeadults.Giveme

mychildSiyamthanda

Siya:She'sasleep,I'llputherinbed.

Me:Thankyou.Sowhowillexplainwhatsgoingon

here?

Thabo:WhenNkosiwasyounghesawsomething

thatchangedhislifeforeverandthatswhyhe'sthe

wayheistoday.

Me:Whatisthat?



Mpho:It'snotourplacetotellyou.Onlyhecantell

youandIassureyouhe'llcomebackabetterman

andhe'lltellyou.He'sangerissueswillbedealth

withandallthetraumawillbegone.

Me:Whattrauma?Whereishe?Iwanttoseehimso

hecanexplain.

Danny:There'snowayyoucanseehimbecausehe

isoutofthecountry.

Bonga:Trustis,wedon'tknowwhereintheworldis

he.

Mayi:Hewentonamission,notjustanymission.

He'sonthepyramidmission.

Myearsjustwentdeaf.IcouldntevenbelievewhatI

washearing.Howcouldhe?Howcouldhedothisto

himself,tousandtoourfamily.

Bonga:Wetoldhimitsnotagoodideabuthe

wantedtodoit.ItistheonlywayNkosiwoulddeal

withhisdemons.Norehabilitationcentrewould've

helpedNkosi.

Lyanda:Nkosinathiisadangerousman,muchmore



dangerousthanallofuscombined.

Mpho:Seewhatwe'retryingtosayisthat

Nkosinathi'sissuesarebiggerthanweallknowand

onlyheknowshowtodealwiththem.Allweneedto

doissupporthim

Me:Supporthimyousayhuh?Supporthimwhenwe

don'tevenknowwhereonearthishe?Hemightnot

evenmakeitbackalive.Noonehaswenttothe

pyramidmissionandcamebackalive.Noteven

yourfatherDanny,Razordideverythinginhispower

nottogotothepyramidmissionbecauseheknew

he'sgoingtogodiethere.Nkosiwilldiethere!Why

didn'tyoustophim!

Mayi:Naye!Don'tyouthinkweknowthat?Thisismy

brotherwetalkingaboutandyouofallpeople

shouldknowthatoncehe'smadeadecision,noone

changeshismind.Hedidntwanttotellyoubecause

heknewyouwouldbeabletostophimbecauseyou

aretheonlyonehelistensto.Hewantedtodothis

foryou,sohecancomebackasabettermanfor

youandyourfamily.HeisputtinghislifeatriskFOR

YOU!



Me:Icannotdealwiththis.It'stoomuchforme.

Lubah:Justtrusthim

Me:Imightaswelljustpreparemyselfforafuneral

thatsifhesbodywillevenreturn.Peoplediethere.

Bonganilaughedabitanddrankhiswhiskey.

Bonga:ThisisNkosinathiMkhizewe'retalkingabout.

Heisgoingtomakeitoutalive.

Thabo:He'llbethefirstandthelasttomakeitout

alive.Trustme,thisisNkosinathiMkhize.
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WhatIwastoldyesterdayjustmademefeelempty

insideofme.WhatNkosinathididwasjustpure

selfishnessandIdon'tunderstandhowcouldhe



takesuchadrasticdecisionwithouttalkingtome

aboutit.Iamhe'swifeforheavenssake!Hemarried

meandIdeservetoknoweverythingabouthimand

toknowabouthisdecisionsandhavemyinput.I

amsomadathimIdon'tthinkIcanforgivehimfor

this.Wehavekids!WehavethreechildrenandI'm

pregnantwhichmeanswehavefourkids,andhe

justdoesthis.Noonecomesoutofthepyramid

missionalive,itiswhereallthemostdangerous

mostfearedgangstersandsoldier'sgoforwarand

theynevercomeback.Yougothereknowingyou

justgoingtoendyourlife.Youfightbattlesallday

long,you'regoingtokillandalsobekilled.Those

whohavewentthereareseenaslegendarypeople

thatshouldberespectedandtheirbloodlines.They

foreverremaininthethroneofgloryevenwhenthey

aredeadtheyarestillfeared.Theirsonsarestill

feared.OnlydeadbodiescomebackandIshould

alsopreparemyselfforafuneral.Hisfriendskeep

ontellingmetotrusthim?Trustwhat!Heisstupid

andselfish,howcouldhedothis?Ijustdon't

understandandnooneisthoroughlyexplainingto

me.Hehasdemonsthatheneedstoface?What



demons!ItseemsasifIdon'tknowthemanI

married.Seethisiswhathappenswhenyoumarrya

manyou'vebeenwithforlessthanayear.YesIhad

knownhimforfouryearsbutIdidn'tknowhimlikei

knowhimnowwelllikeIthoughtIdid.NowIhaveto

facetheconsequencesofmyactions.Philafetched

thekidsyesterdayandIwasleftwithLisakhanya.

I'mgladhetookthem,they'llstayfortheweekend

there.I'mjustnotthebestmotherthesedaysandI

sureamnotthebestpersontobearound.Itslike

SabelosababakheissensingthatI'mnotokay,she

doesn'tevencryasmuchasshealwaysdoes.I've

beentakinggoodcareofmyselfandI'vemanaged

togainbackafewkilos.Ihaveanappointment

30minsfromnowwithDrKhanyile.I'mnoteven

lookingforwardtoitbutI'mjustgoingbecauseit

hadtobedone.Strangethingis,I'mgoingwith

Mpho.Heinsistedthatigoandthathe'llcomewith

me.MybabybumpisshowingandyesI'vemadethe

headlinesagain.Ijustdon'tpayattentiontowhatthe

mediahastosayaboutmeanymore,theyjust

alwayshavesomethingtosay.



Mpho:Morning

Me:OhHi,Ididnthearyourcardrivein.

Mpho:Iwalkedhere.Keystothegarageplease?

Me:Onyourright,topshelf.I'llgogetLisa'sbag.

Icarriedher,changedherdiaperfirstandthentook

herbag.MamZondiclosedthedoorandweleft.

Mpho:Howareyoufeeling?

Me:I'mnotsure.IcannotreallytellyouhowI'm

feelingbecauseIdon'tknow,whatIknowisthatI

hateyourfriend.

Mpho:Hateisastrongword.Iknowyou'rejust

upsetwithhim,youtryingtotellyourselfthatyou

hatehimyetit'snotthat.Youcannotgetyourselfto

hatehim.Whathe'sdoingisbestforhim,foryou

andyourfamily.

Me:Goingtothepyramidmissionisbestforus?It's

justlikehimgoingtocommitsuicide.Heisdamn

selfishandstupid.Whenishecomingback?

Mpho:Hemightbebacksoonerthaneeexpected.



InoddedandwegottoDrKhanyile'soffice.

DrK:Naye,it'sgoodtoseeyouagain.Iwas

expectingyouonyourfirstweek.

Me:Sorry,Ihadalottodoandcouldn'tcome.

Mpho:GoodDayDoc.

DrK:GoodDaySir.Naye,youknowtheprocedure.

Getonthatbed

Me:YesMam

Iscrolledtothebedandlaidthere.Liftedupmy

t'shirt,Ifeltthecoldsubstanceonceagain.I'mdoing

thisalone,myhusbandisinsomeforeignplace.I'm

pregnantandgoingthroughthisalone,thisseems

sofamiliartome.ItslikeDejaVu,itshappening

again.Iwentthroughmypregnancyalonewhile

Ndumisowasinsomeforeignplaceandit's

happeningwithNkosithistimeandhemightnot

evencomeback.Godwhydoyouallowmetofall

inlovewithsuchpeople,peoplewholovedangerand

dangerisjustwithinthem.Idon'tunderstandhow

wouldapyramidmissionhelpNkosinathi.Thatis

justadeathsentence.NowI'malone,yesMphois



herebutit'sdifferent.Ineedmyhusbandforthisbut

noohe'snothere.

DrK:Howwillyouseethesebeautifulbabiesifyour

eyesareclosed?

Ididn'tevenrealizemyeyesareclosed.I'vebeenso

lostinmythoughtsthatIhadtotallyforgottenwhat

I'mevendoinghere.

Me:Thebabies??Whatdoyoumeanbabies?

IlookedatthescreenandyesIhavebabiesgrowing

insideofme,Ihavetwolittletwins.

Mpho:Wow,Congratulations.You'rehavingtwins.

Ijustcried,Godhasblessedmewithtwins.ButGod,

howamIgoingtodothisallalone?I'mtooweak.

Godyousaidyou'dnevergiveuschallengesthatare

biggerthanwhatwecanhandle.Itseemsasif

everythingisjustbeingthrownatme,thisisaheavy

burdentocarryandI'mgoingtofall.

Me:Mpho,Iwanttogohome.

Mpho:LettheDoctorfinishthenwe'llgo.

Me:MphoKatlegoLebone!Iwanttogohome!!



DrK:Naye,calmdown.Icanseeyou'reverystressed

latelyandthatisnotgoodforthebabies.Please,

takecareofyourself.Youcannotaffordtoloose

thesebabies.TheyareapreciousgiftfromGod.

Takecareofyourself.

Me:Thankyou.Youcankeepthescans

Mpho:No,I'lltakethem.She'snotthinkingstraight.

ThanksDoc

Itookmybabyandwalkedtothecar.Hedropped

meoffathomeandIthankedhim.Iwentinsideand

putLisatosleep.Iwentupstairsandtookoutmy

suitcases.Ipackedtwosuitcasesfilledwiththe

kidsclothesandonefilledwithmyclothes.Itook

anotheroneandfilleditwitheverythingLisawill

need.Idon'tknowwhattoI'mdoingbutI'mdoingit

anyways.Ijustneestogetoutofhere.

MamZ:Mychild,whatareyoudoing?

Me:I'mleavingthatswhatI'mdoinglikethatselfish

bastarddid.Andwhenhecomesbackorwhenhe's

deadbodycomesback,don'tcallmebecauseIam

nothiswifeanymore!



IputallthebagsinmyX6andtookmychild.Idrove

off,Idon'tcarewhatMamZondidecidestodo.

WhethersheleavesornotIdon'tcare.She'sold

enoughtoknowwhattodo.Ifoundmyselfpulling

overatPhila'sparkinglot.Ifoundthemstanding

outside.Good!Theyareallhereandthey'llseewhat

theirfrriendhasdonetome.

Kamo:Nayesweetiewhatareyoudoing?

Me:Justwaitandsee.

Iopenedthebootandthrewthesuitcasesatthem.

Me:Takethem!!Takethem!!Shipthemalloffto

wherethisbastardis!

Ithrewthemall,Lubahtriedstoppingme

Me:Don'tyoudaretakeastepcloser!Don't!I'm

loosingmymindbecauseofyourstupidfriend.I

cannotbeamothertomykidsbecauseI'mlikethis

now.Imdamnpregnantwithtwins!!

Kwenzo:Mah

Idon'tevenknowwherehecamefrom.Iignoredhim

andtookLisaoutofthecar.IgaveLisatoKamo.



Me:You'llbeabettermothertoherthanIam.

Bee:Ayabongapleasedon'tdothis,yourkidsneed

you.

Iscreamedtothetopofmyvoice!Tearswere

flowingdownmycheeksandIdidntevenknowwhat

todowithmyself.

Me:Iwishhedies!Crematehimandthrowawayhe's

ashes.Hedoesn'tdeservetorestinpeace.

Emihle:Mommy

Phelo:Kidsletsgetinside,mommywillbebackjust

now.Comeletsgo

Iwentbacktomycaranddroveoffatahighspeed.I

don'tevenknowwhereI'mgoing.Idrovearoundfor

aboutanhour.Iknowmyfriendsarefollowingme

andIwon'tstopmycarjustbecauseofthem.After

anotherhourIfoundmyselfparkedatProteaHotel.I

tookmybagandwentin.Peoplewerelookingatme.

Iguessit'sbecauseIlooklikeamessI'msurei'llbe

onthepaperstomorrowmorningandIdon'tcare.

Me:WillIgetanyhelphereoryou'llstareatmethe



entireday!!?

Lady:SorrymamImeanMrsMkhize.Victor,takeher

bags...Presidentialsuitemam?

Me:Yesanddon'tletanyoneknowmyroomnumber.

Understood?

Lady:Yesmam.

Igotintomyroomandlockedthenthrewmyselfon

thebed,tooksleepingpillswhichI'mnotsupposed

tobedoingandslept.IwishIcouldjustsleep

forever.

#Nkosi

AllmylifeIhavelivedwithaburden,aburdenthat

changedwhoIwasandturnedmeintoamonster.I

amwhoIambecauseofwhatIsawyearsago.Iam

aselfish,coldheartedmanasmanywouldsaybut

that'snotwhoIreallyam.Itrybyallmeanstoshow

andbeabletoawakentherealNkosinathithatwas

lostmanyyearsagobutIcannot.Onlymywifehas

beenabletoseealittleofthatmebutIwantherto



knowmoreaboutmebutIcouldonlydothatby

facingmydemonsandputtingitallbehindme.My

friendstriedtostopmebutIhadalreadymademy

decision.Mywifeknowsthatiminarehabilitation

centrebutI'mnot.Icouldn'ttellherthetruth

becauseshewasgoingtostopmeandnot

understandwhyIneededthis.Ineededtogotothe

pyramidmissionsoIcankill.That'swhatmyuncle

mademewhenIwasonlyyearsold,hemademekill

andgavemeanewidentity.Hemademethe

monsterIturnedouttobe.I'mgoingbackhome

todayandI'lltellmywifethehonesttruth,fromthe

beginning.Mostofyouarewonderingwhatthe

pyramidmissionisandwhyIwentthere.Iwent

theresoIcankillthefounderofthepyramid,which

ismyuncleandIachieved.He'sdeadandthe

monsterinsideofmediedtoowhenhetookhislast

breathe.Inthepyramidmissionwefightagainst

eachother,wehaveawartofinishandit'soneman

againsttheother.Weakmenformalliance'sbutI

didn'tdothat,Iwasthereonmyownmissionandit

hasbeenaccomplished.Manypeoplehavelosttheir

livesbecauseofmyuncle.Hewasaruthlessman



andIputanendtohislifeandthepyramidmission.

Iwon'tsayIwasn'tabitscaredaboutgoingthere

butIneededtodoit.Itwastheonlywaythatwould

helpme.ItwastheonlycureIneeded.Amatthe

airportabouttogetonaplaneandgoseemywife.I

stillhavealotofexplainingtodo.

Jomo:YouhaveacallfromMrNgcobo,hesaysit's

anemergency

Me:Emergency?

Jomo:It'saboutyourwife.

Me:Getmypilotherenow.Wemustdepart.

Itookthephoneandwalkedtotheplane.

Me:Talk!

Phila:Shefoundoutandshe'sloosingit.

Me:Whatdoyoumeanshefoundout?Shit,I'mon

mywayback.

Phila:Sheleftallthekidshere,threwtheirbagsand

saidshewishedyoudie.Honestly,Siyaiscrazyand

you'veseenhergocrazyonme.Nayeisworse,good

luckdude.Youreallyneedit.



"IhatetosayItoldyouso...butItoldyouso!"Athi

shoutedfromthebackground.

Me:Shit.I'llbetheresoon.Tellthegirlstotrytalking

toherplease

Phila:Nooneisallowedtoseeher.Shebeefedup

securityinherhotelroom.Theycannotgothrough.

Me:I'llbetheresoon.

Iendedthecallandclosedmyeyes.Iwaswokenup

byJomo

Jomo:Sir,we'velanded.

Me:Thankyou,letsgo.Getmycarready,we're

goingtoPhila's.Whattimeisit?

Jomo:3:15am

Me:Shit.Letsgo,getmybags.

Iwenttothecarandtookthedriversseat.

Jomo:Sir,Icannotletyoudothat.

Me:Don'tworry,Iwanttodrive.Ihaven'tdoneitina

while.



Henoddedandtookthepassangersseat.Heneeds

torest,hesbeenworkingformeforawhilenow.I

droppedhimoffathishouseandgavehimtheweek

off.Hewasshocked,Ihardlyeverdothat.Nayeis

theonethatconvincesmetogivethemadayoff,

beforeIneverreallycaredaboutmystaffbesides

MamZondi.Shesbeenwithmeforawhileandshe

watchedmegrow,shedoeshaveaspecialplacein

myheart.IgottoPhila'shouseandluckilytheywere

waitingforme.Iheardmylittlebabiescry,myheart

sankandPhelowastryinghardtomakehersleep.

Me:Sabelosababakhe.

Itookherandshestoppedcrying.

Me:Passmeherbottle.

Kamo:Shedoesn'twantit,she'snotusedtoit.

ItriedtillIsucceeded,Ichangedhernappyandput

hertosleep.AfterthatIwentbacktotheothers.

Me:Whereismywife?

Lubah:ProteaHotel

Me:Letsgo.



Phelo:I'mcomingwithyou

Mayi:BabeIthinkyoushouldgetsomerest.

Phelo:Thisismysister,andI'mgoingwithhim.

Wegotintoourcarsanddrovetothehotel.

ImarchedinfollowedbyMphoandThabo.Iwent

straighttothereceptionistsandstoodtherewithout

sayinganything.

Lady:Room113,Presidentialsuite.

Me:Thankyou.

I'mgoingtogetmywifeandnothingisgoingtostop

me.IknowImessedupandI'mgoingtofixit.Ijust

needtoseeher,Ineedher.Therewastwo

bodyguardsstandingatthedoor.

Me:Move

Guy1:Sorrysirwecannotallowyouinhere.

Me:Move

Guy1:Sirpleasegoback,MrsMkhizetoldusnotto

letanyonein.



Me:DoyouknowwhoIam?IamMrMkhizeandI

wanttogetinthere.MovebeforeIdosomethingI

regret.Ifyouwanttowakeupandstillhaveyour

jobstomorrow,you'llmoveawayfromthisdoor.

Theyquicklymovedandtheydidnthavethekeysto

open.Ikickedthedamndooranditfell.Icouldn't

believewhatIsaw.No,thisisnothappeningtoher.

NoIcannotlooseher.

Me:Naye!Ayabonga!Callanambulance!Don'tlet

Phelokaziinhere!

Mpho:Phelo!

Itwastoolate,shehadalreadyseenherlayingthere

lifeless.Herfavoriteyellowdresswascoveredin

blood.

Me:Mybaby,Ayabongapleasewakeup.I'msorry.I'll

bethemanthatyouwant.I'llbethemanthatyou

need.Don'tdie,don'tdieplease.Ineedyou,weneed

you.

Lady1:MrMkhizepleasestepaside.Bringthe

stretcher.Pleasemoveawayfromher.Weneedto

checkherpulse.



Isteppedaside,Icouldn'tholdbackmytears.Phelo

andZandywerecryinghysterically.

Lady2:Quickly,Weloosingher.Weneedtogettothe

hospitalimmediately.

Athi:I'llfollowyou.Lydia,callDrMasango.

No,thisisn'thappening.Icannotloosemywife.

Nokukhanya,pleasedonotleaveme.Weneedyou,

Nokukhanya.

#NNBBF
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#Nkosi

Seeingherlayinthathospitalbedmademyheart

sink.Idon'tevercrybutsincelastnightIdon'tknow

howmanytimesI'vecried.Ievenprayed,Ithanked

theLordforgivingmesuchawonderfulwoman.I



prayedthathehealsherandhealsherheartandfor

himtohelpmebecomeabetterman.Ithankedhim

forsavingmybabiesandgivingusachancetobe

parentsto5kids.Hehastrusteduswithhischildren

andwewillmakesurewearethebestparentsto

them.Iheldherhandasshewokeup.

Naye:WhereamI?

Me:Mawabo,you'reawake.Doyouwantwater,food,

orjuice??

Naye:Waterplease.WhatamIdoinghere?My

babies...aretheyokay?

Me:Everythingiswellmylove.Thebabiesarealive.I

foundyouatthehotellayingonthefloorwithblood

alloveryou.Whathappened?

Naye:Iwasangry!SoangryatyouIendedup

neglectingmykidsandputmybabiesindanger.I

couldntdoitanymore,Nkosinathiyoufinishedme.

ThiswasjustmybreakingpointandIhavenofight

inmeanymore.Whenwillweeverhavepeaceand

happinessinthismarriage?

Me:Babewewillbehappy,I'lltrymybest.I'ma



changedman,believemewhenIsaythat.Naye,

don'tgiveuponourmarriageplease,weneedtodo

thistogether.Ourkidsneedus,bothofus.

#Naye

Hesaidheneedsme,ourkidsneedus.Iknowhe's

rightandIneedhimtoo.Ourmarriagehasbeena

difficultone,ithasbeentestedinmanydifferent

waysandithascrushedandhurtmesomuchI

endeduphurtingmykids.It'strue,itwasselfishof

metotakethosesleepingpillsandputtingmykids

indangerbecauseIcould'vemiscarried.WhatIdid

wasstupidbutthatwasitforme,Icouldn'tdoit

anymore.Iwasatmybreakingpoint,wecannot

alwaysstaystrongforeverandbereadyforallthe

thingslivethrowsatus.We'veallbeeninsituations

whereyoujustacceptdefeatandyoursoul,mindand

bodyhasbeencrushedandtooweaktofightback.

Ifyou'veneverbeenthereyou'llbethereoneday.

Godgaveusachance,Godgavemeachanceand

gaveourkidsachance.Itisnowuptometowake

upandmakethingsrightbutIcannotdothatalone.



Allinall,I'mafraidofbeingaloneagainbecauseI

knowhowitfeelsliketobewithsomeonetohold

yourhandandhelpyoustand.Ineedmyhusbandby

mysidebutweneedtochangethingsandworkon

ourmarriage.

Me:Nkosinathi,whydidyougothere?

Nkosi:Canwetalkaboutitwhenwegethome?

Me:No,whenweleavethishospitalweleaveasa

changednewcouple.

Nkosi:Youwanttostartover?

Me:Yes

Nkosi:Wecandothat,we'llstartonanewclean

chapter.

Me:Nowstartexplaining.

Nkosi:IwanttostartofbysayingI'mverysorryfor

nottellingyouaboutthisandthelieItoldabout

goingtotherehabilitationcentre.Iwantedtoprotect

youfromthetruthandIdidntwantyoutoworry

aboutme.IknewifIhadtoldyou,youwould've

stoppedmefromgoing.ButIneededtogo,Inever



tellthistoanyonenotevenmyparentsknow.Only

myfriendsdo,wellandMayibongwe.Asmywife,I

should'vetoldyoualongtimeago,Ionlytoldmy

friendsnowjustsotheycouldknowaboutmy

whereabouts.Ikeptyouallinthedarkbecausethis

iswhatmademethewayIwasandIneededtoget

ridofit.Ittormentedmeeverynight.

Hestoodupandclosedthedoorsandthewindows.

Iwasinaprivateward,itdidn'tevenlooklikea

hospital.

Nkosi:WhenIwas11yearsold,Ivisitedmyuncle.I

didn'tknowwhatkindofamanhewas,buthewas

abletoturnmeintoamonster.Mychildhoodwas

alreadytakenawayfromme,headdeduptothatby

makingmeakiller.Iwaslookingforhimalloverthe

housetillIfoundhiminaroomkillingsomeman.I

closedthedoorandtriedtorunawaybuthe'sguys

foundmeandwewentbacktothatroom.Hegave

meaknife,therewassomewomanwhotheycame

with,shewastiedupandhetoldmetokillher.Butit

wasn'tgoingtobethateasy,Ifirstneededtotorture

her,hetaughtmehowtousedifferentkindsof



knivesanddifferenttechniques.IfIdidn'tdoit,he

wouldhavekilledme.That'swhenIbecamethe

monsterthatIam.Hemademekill,attheageof11

Ihadawomansbloodinmyhands.Hemademe

takeoutherheart,andIdid.Wefedittoherhusband.

Icouldn'tsleepthatnight,Ihadnightmaresandhe

gavemealcoholtodrownmysurrows.WhenIwent

backhomemyfathernoticedthatihadchanged,he

triedtalkingtomebutIcouldn'ttellanyoneormy

wholefamilywouldbekilledandIknewhe'dbe

capableofdoingit.WhatIknewwasthatoneday,I'll

makehimpayandsuffer.Killinghimwastheonly

wayIwouldfindmyfreedom.Itwastheonlything

thatcouldchangemebacktowhoIwaswhenIwas

young.IknowI'vespentalltheseyearsbeinga

monsterandIdon'tknowhowitistobeagoodguy

andachangedman.ButI'lldomybest,I'lllearn

alongthewayandI'llbethemanyouwantmetobe.

ThemanthatyoudeserveandI'llgiveyouthelove

youneed.IcanmakeyouhappyAyabonga,just

allowmeto.

Me:Ibelieveinyou,I'msorryyouhadtogothrough



allthatatsuchayoungage.

Nkosi:Thatwoman,she...shelookedalotlike

Ndiphiwe.

Me:TheeNdiphiwe?Kwenzo'smom?

Nkosi:You'reKwenzo'smom.YesNdiphiwe,Iguess

thatswhyIwaslikethattoher.IguessthatswhyI

beatherupsomuchbutIdon'tknowwhyIstayed

withherforsolong.IguessitsbecauseImighthave

wantedsomeclosure,thatmaybethatwomanwill

forgivemebutseeingNdiphiwewaslikeseeingher.

Me:Don'tyouthinkitwashermom?

Nkosi:No,Ndiphiwe'sparentsarestillalive.It

couldn'thavebeenthem.

Me:Nkosinathi,Ineedyoutoalwaysbehonestwith

me.Don'thurtmeanymore

Nkosi:Naye,allIwanttodonowismakeyouhappy.

Makeyouandthekidshappy,Idon'twanttoseeyou

cryanymorebecauseofme.IloveyouMaMkhize

Me:Whydoyouloveme?

Nkosi:IloveyoubecausewhenIdidntbelieveinlove,



whenI'veneverthoughtI'dbeabletoloveyoucame

andrescuedmefromthosefoolishthoughts,you

madelookforabrighterfutureandlearntoloveand

tolovemyself.Youshouldmethetruemeaningof

life,yougavemethemostpreciousgiftsinlife

whichareourkids.Youarethemostbeautiful,kind,

politeandsmartwoman.Iloveyou,mostlybecause

youlovemetoo.Ilovedbeinglovedbyyou.

Me:Sincewhendoyousaysuchromanticwords?I

teasedhimandhelaughed

Nkosi:SinceImetyou.

Hecheckedhisphonebecausehehadreceiveda

text.

Nkosi:ThekidsarecomingwithMayiandPhelo.

Me:Ohokay,I'vemissedthem.I'lltakeashower.

Nkosi:I'llcarryyou.Idon'tthinkyou'llbeabletowalk

byyourself.

Me:IwillNkosinathi.

Nkosi:Butstill,I'llcarryyou.

Hecarriedmetothebathroom...isthisevena



hospital?Therewasabathtubadandashower.It

wasbeautifullydecoratedandallmytoiletrieswere

neatlypacked.Heranthewaterformeinthe

bathtubandtookofmuclothes.

Me:Icanusemyhandsyouknow?

Nkosi:YesIknow.I'lltakecareofyouandyourheart,

justtrustme.

Me:ThisisjustabathNkosinathi.

Nkosi:I'mnottalkingaboutthebathNokukhanya.

I'mtalkingaboutus,Icanseerightthroughyour

eyesthatyouhavedoubtsandIdon'tblameyou.IfI

wasinyourshoesIalsowouldntbelievemeand

wouldhavemyowndoubts.Babe,I'llprovetoyou

thatIcanbeabetterman.Itwilltaketimeforyouto

fullytrustmeandIunderstand.I'llunderstandifyou

canneverforgiveme,I'lllivewiththatbutIcannever

livewithoutyou.You'remylife

Ikissedhimandgavehimahugasassurance.I

couldn'tsayanywordstohim.Ialsodidn'twantto

tellhimthatI'veforgivenhim,heshouldknowhe

can'tjusthurtmeandI'lleasilyforgivehim.He



needstoearnmyforgivenessandIneedtoknowif

whathe'ssayingistrue.I'llseebyhisactions,that

he'llbeabettermanformeandourkidsbutmostly,

forhimself.NkosinathiMkhizeisacomplicatedman

whohasnevergotthekindoflovethatheneeded.

Withme,he'sgotthatnowandwe'renevergoingto

beapart.Ilovehimwholeheartedlyandhelovesme

to.Yesourloveistoxic,ourloveisdangerousbut

weweremadeforoneanother,webothhaveour

imperfectionsbutwe'reperfectforoneanother.We

wereboundbyfate.

Nkosi:ThongorG'string?

Me:Whyareyougoingthroughmyunderwear?

Nkosi:Becauseyouneedtoputitonbutit'snotlike

itwillcoveranything.

Me:Itwillcovermycookiejar

Nkosi:Howdoyousurvivetheentiredaywitharope

inyourass?

Me:Dudereally?We'rehavingthisconversationright

now.Welltheyarecomfortable,I'llgowiththethong.

Idon'tknowwhatyou'recomplainingaboutbecause



youlovetoalwaysripitoff.

Nkosi:I'mnotcomplaining,it'ssexy.Plus,I'dloveto

ripitoffofyourightnow.

Me:Butbabe!I'vejustputiton.

Nkosi:Thentakeitoff,orI'lldoitforyou.

Igiggledandtookitoff.

Nkosi:Sitonthatsmallcouchandspreadyourlegs

forme

Me:Yessir.

Ilaughedanddidashesaid.Hewalkedtomewitha

freakynaughtysmirkonhisface.Hekneeledinfront

ofmeandlickedmycookiejar.

Nkosi:Sowhatflavourofcookiesarewehaving

today?

Me:Chocolatechipcookies

Nkosi:Mmmh...Myfavorite.

Hestartedsuckingandlickingmakingmykneesgo

weak.That'sitwithpregnancy,Ijustgetsohorny.I

keptonmoaningandmymoansgotlouderand



louder.

Me:Nkosinathi

HecontinuedtillIcame.Mykneeswereshaking,I

haven'tfeltsomuchpleasureinawhile.Hecarried

meandpinnedmetothewall.Hemadelovetome

slowlyandpassionately

Nkosi:ILOVEYOU!!!

Hescreamedaswebothreachedclimax.

Me:Snehhasalwayssaidyouseemlikethetype

thatpinsmetothewall.

Nkosi:(laughs)ohsoyoutalkaboutmenow.Allyou

girlsevertalkaboutissex

Me:Lair!Wehavealotthatwediscuss,sexisthe

lasttopicinourminds.

Helaughedatme,cleanedusupandwegotdressed.

WhenIgotbacktomybed,mykidswerealreadyon

itplayinggamesonmyphone.

Me:Mybabies!!!

Them:Mommy!!



Me:I'msosorryMykids.Mommylovesyou

WehuggedandIcriedjustholdingthemclosely

Emihle:Don'tcrymom,biggirlsdon'tcryright?

Me:Yesprincess.

Kwenzo:Momdoyoupromiseyouwillnotshoutat

usanymore?

Me:Ipromisemyboy.I'msorryIshouted.We

huggedagainandItookSabelosababakhefrom

Phelo.NkosiwastalkingtoMayiwhileIplayedwith

myprincess.

Phelo:Don'tscareuslikethatagain.

Me:Iwont,Ipromise.DidyoucallNomkithaand

Lebo?

Phelo:No.IliedtoLwaziandsaidyouwereoutof

thecountry.Youshouldcallhim

Me:I'llcallhimtoday.Thankyou.HowsMayibongwe

treatingyou?

Phelo:Good,reallygoodsis.I'mhappy

Me:I'mgladyouare.



Shesmiledandshewasblushingalot.She'sglowing

andIcanseethatshesreallyhappy.

Me:Nkosinathi,I'mhungry.Kidsdoyouwant

somethingtoeat?

Kwenzo:Pizza!!!

MayibongweandNkosinathiwenttogetsomething

toeatwhilewesatandspenttimewithmykids.I've

missedthemsomuchandIjustcannotwaittogo

home.Imissmyhousenow.MomandDad,Ihope

you'rewatchingovermeandproudofme.I'm

findingmywayinlifeandI'mgrowing.I'mamom,

soontobeamotherof5.Ihopeyouproud,I'lltake

careofmykidsjustlikeyoutookcareofus.Your

daughterlovesyouandmissesyou.

#NNBBF

Hopeyouenjoy

Suggestpagetofriendsandfriend'soffriends
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It'sbeenaweeksinceIcamebackhome.Things

havebeengood,evenwithNkosinathiandIwe've

beengoodandhappy.He'sslowlychangingandI

canseebythethingshedoes,hehelpsmealotwith

thekidsbeforehegoestoworkandhefinallygives

hisworkersdaysoff.He'sbeenworkingtryingto

findwhoisstealingmoneyfromhiscompany,

another5millionwasstolenlatelyandhegothis

guysworkingonit.Iwokeup,tookashowerand

bathedLisa.ShewascryingalotlatelyandI'lltake

hertoadoctorSiyareferredmeto.Emihleand

Kwenzocamerunningintheroom.

Me:Norunning!!!

Kwenzo:Sorrymom.

Me:Youguyslookgood,whereareyougoing?

Nkosi:Mphoistakingthemout,Idon'tknowwhere

to.

Me:Mphoisjustsosweet,he'llbeagreatfather.

Nkosi:Yeah,Ithinkitgetstohimeveryday.He's



alwayswantedtobeafamilymanandheseesthat

heisntgettimganyyounger,hewantstosettledown

andhaveafamily.Hedoesn'tthinkZandyisonthe

samepagethough

Me:Ihonestlydon'tknowwhichpageZandileison

too.ShelovesMphowholeheartedlybutI'mnotsure

aboutthefamilypart,she'safraidofbeingaparent.

HerparentsfailedheralotsoIguessshethinks

she'lldothesametoherkids.Zandyisnotallbubbly

andhappy,deepinsideshehaswoundsthatIhope

Mphoishealing.Slowlybutsurelyshe'llbeokay.

Nkosi:I'msureshesbeenthroughalot.

Me:Shehasbeen.Noonehaswentthroughsuch

things,andrapeontopofallthetroublesshesbeen

throughwouldn'thavesoftenedherheart.She'sa

strongwoman.Inevereventhoughtshe'sgetintoa

seriousrelationship.

Nkosi:WellIhopeeverythingwillbesortedout

betweenthem.Theygoodforeachother.Who

would'veknownthatwe'dallendupbeingwithone

another



Me:IguessGodhashisways.

Nkosi:IrememberwhenwewereatAthi'sthefirst

nightwemeteachother.Weweredefinitelysure

we'renotlettingyouguysgo.

Me:Wedidn'tevenknowhowwegottoAthi's.We

werejustpartyanimals

Nkosi:WepartiedeveryweekendevenonSundays.

Me:We'dgotoworkwithahugehangover.

Nkosi:Thosewerethedays.Nowwe'rechanging

nappies,timeflies.

Me:You'reanoldmannow.Andyouevenlooklile

one,shaveyourbeardplease.

Nkosi:You'remadlyinlovewiththisoldman.

Hespankedmeandwenttothebathroom

Kwenzo:Dad,don'thitmom'sbums.Sorrymom

Me:Thankyoumyson.

Nkosi:ThosearemybumsKwenzo

Emihle:Buttheyareonmom'sbody



Nkosi:Buttheybelongtome.

Kwenzo:How?

Me:Okay,toomanyquestionsnow.Letsgohave

breakfast!

IcarriedLisawhoisgrowingheavierandheavierby

theday.Thewayshescratchesmyface,Icuther

nailsalmosteveryday.Shehastoomuchhair,just

likeEmihle.Itsveryhardtoevencombher,imagine

howitwillbewithLisa.TheyshouldjustcutitlikeI

do,butitalsogrowsfast.

Me:Whatdoyouwantforbreakfast?

Emihle:Cocopopsforme

Kwenzo:Metoo,withmarshmallows.

Me:Comingrightup.

ImadetheircerealandpreparedNkosi'sprotein

shake.

Nkosi:Whatareyouhaving?

Me:Muesli

Nkosi:Mytwinswon'tbefull.



Me:Wenothungry.

Nkosi:I'mnottakingthat.

Hestoodupandmadeagreasybreakfastforme.I

justcried,hedoesn'twanttolisten.Hewantsmeto

eatgreasyfood,I'llbefatandcannotwalkinjust

6monthsofmypregnancy.FirstlyIcannotgoback

toworkbecauseIhaveaninfantandI'mpregnant

again.He'sslowlyturningmeintoahousewife!!

Nkosi:Whyareyoucryingnow?Youhavetoeat

sthandwasam

Me:I'mgoingtobefat

Nkosi:Iloveyounomatterhowyoulook.Baby,

comeseatandeatori'llfeedyoumyself...how's

that?

Inoddedandsmiled.Isatdownandhefedme,I

wasreallyhungry.

Nkosi:Ilovethesethickthighsofyours,theyturnme

on.

Kwenzo:Dad,whatsturningon?

Ichockedonmyfood,thewayNkosinathilaughed.I



don'tgetwhyheisgettingexcitedaboutthis.

Nkosi:Yourmomsthighsareturningmeon.

Kwenzo:How?

Emihle:Whatdoesthatevenmean?

Me:Guys,gobrushyourteeth.UncleMphowillbe

herejustnow.

TheyrantothebathroomandIsmackedNkosi's

hand.

Nkosi:Ouch,whatdidIdo?

Me:You'regoingtoteachmykidsnonsense.

Nkosi:Hewillhaveagirlfriendsoon.Ithinkhehas

aneyeonLuthando

Me:JuniorhasaneyeonLuthando

Nkosi:JuniorhasasecretcrushonThembelihle

Mpho:Iseeyou'rematchmakingthekids

Nkosi:Youwouldn'twantthemdatingsomekidswe

don'tknow

Mpho:Keepingitinthecircle



Me:Youguysarecrazy

Emihle:We'redone!

Kwenzo:UncleMpho,Dadsaidmomsthighsturn

himon.Whatdoesthatmean?

Mphocouldn'thelpbutjustlaugh.

Mpho:WhatareyouteachingthesekidsNkosinathi!?

KwenzoI'llexplainwhenwe'realone.Letsgo,the

othersarewaitingforus.

Me:Bye,havefun.Don'tcorruptmykids.

Mpho:We'reallmeetingatDanny'sat5,bethere.

Nkosi:Surewe'llbethere.

Aftertheyweregone.Wecleanedthekitchenand

tookthebaby'sbag.

Nkosi:LandRover?

Me:JeepWrangler

Henoddedandtookitoutthegarage.Isatatthe

backandstrappedLisaonherbabycarseat.

Me:She'sevenpale.



Nkosi:Angithishedecidedtobeayellowbonejust

likehermom.

Me:I'mnotyellowbone.I'mjustlightinskincolour

Nkosi:Samething,there'snodifferencethere.

Me:Whatever

Nkosi:Whatdidyousay?

Me:IsaidIloveyousomuchMkhize

Nkosi:I'llgetyou

Wegottothehospitalandwaited.We'reearlywe'll

waitforthenext30minstillourappointment

Lady:MrandMrsMkhize,Youmaycomethrough

Me:Butoutappointmentisin30mins

Lady:Yesbutyoumaygothrough.Wecanmake

somereadjustmentswiththeotherappointments.

Me:No,thatwon'tbenecessary.Wedon'tmind

waiting.

Lady:IinsistMrsMkhize...

Nkosi:Mam,we'refine.We'llwaitlikeeveryoneelse.



Shenoddedandwentbacktoherdesk.Ihate

specialfavoursandbeingtreateddifferently.I'mjust

likeeveryoneelse.

Me:Thatannoysme

Nkosi:Igotusedtoit.Sometimesit'sanadvantage

andsometimesitsnot.InLangelihle,theywould've

alreadyboweddown.BeingRoyaltysucks

sometimes,youcannotbenormallikeeveryother

person.

Me:Iwouldn'thavebeenabletosurvive.

Nkosi:You'llgetusedtoit.You'rethefutureQueen

ofLangelihle.

Queen?Me?Idon'tknowhowtoevenbeaQueen.I

don'tthinkI'llbeagoodQueenlikehismotheris.

WhatifthepeopleofLangelihledon'tevenlikeme

becauseIdon'thaveanyRoyalblood.

Nkosi:Let'sgo,we'renextnow.

Wewentinandthedoctordidafewcheckupson

Sabelosababakheandhesaidshehasflue.Wewere

givenmedicineforbabiesandweleft.Wewentto



themall,Idon'tknowwhatforbutthat'swherewe

wereparked.

Me:Whatarewedoinghere?

Nkosi:Gettingafewthings.I'llcarryher.

HecarriedLisaandwewentin.Ijustfollowedto

whereverhewasgoing.WewenttoAmericanSwiss

andhegotafewwatchesandwefetchedhe'ssuits

fromhe'sdesigner.

Me:Beingatthemallismakingmehungry.

Nkosi:Whatdoyouwanttoeat?

Me:Letsgetsomepizza,burgarsandsteak.

Nkosi:Allofthat?

Me:Yes

HelaughedatmeandwegotthefoodIwantedand

more.WedrovebackhomeandIputLisakhanyato

sleep.Isatdownandindulgedonmyfood.

Nkosi:Whyareyoumoaning?

Me:AmI?Thisfoodtastereallyreallygood.



Nkosi:Sogoodthatyou'reevenmoaning?

Me:Iguessso.

Hesmirkedandatewithme.WhileIwaswalking

aroundthekitchen.Heheldmeandbendmeover.

Me:Whatareyoudoing?

Nkosi:Justwantyoutokeepmoaninglikeyoudid

whileeatingthatfood.Butnow,you'llmoanlouder

you'llbegmenottostop.

BeforeIcouldevenrespond,hewasalready

penetratingdeeplyinsideofme.Iheldontothe

kitchencounterfordearlife.Hewasgoingonandon

andItfeltsooogoood.

Me:Mmmh,aaah,Nkosinathi

Hecarriedmeandlaidmeonthekitchencounter.

Wemadeloveafterthathelaidmeonthefloor.I

loveitonthefloor,thetilefloorsweresocoldonmy

backbutamazingly,itfeltgood.Afterweweredone

wecollapsedonthefloor.MyphonerangandIputit

onloudspeaker.ItwasZee

Me:Sweetie



Zee:Whereareyouguys?

Me:Uhm...We'reonourway

Nkosi:We'llbeabitlate.

Iendedthecallandwehadalittlequicky.We

showeredandgotdressed.

Me:I'mdriving.

Nkosi:Babe,youcannotdrive.You'repregnant

Me:Pleaaaaase

Nkosi:Fine,justfortoday.

Ikissedhimandtookthecarkeys.I'msurehesjust

lettingmedriveallwe'regoingonthenextstreet.We

gottoDanny'sandeveryonewaschillingoutside

withthekidsplayingonthejumpingcastleandother

games.

Me:Heyhey!!I'vemissedyouguys

Athi:We'vemissedyoutooHlanyo

Iputupmymiddlefingerathimandwelaughed.

JabuandNangamsoweresoocosy.Jabuhada

hugesmileonhisface.IwinkedatNgamso,she



winkedback.I'msogladtheyarehappy.Itsfinally

happening,we'reallinourhappububble.We're

happilyinloveanditfeelsandlooksgood.Nothing

beatshavingagoodeveningwithyourlovedones,

yourfriendswhohavebecomeyourfamily.Without

eachotherwe'renothing.Weneedoneanotherand

itsgoodtohavepeoplewhowillalwayshaveyour

back.WehavingagoodconversationandKamowas

onabouttheirbridesmaidsdresseswithSnehformy

wedding.IhadalreadyforgottenthatIhaveawhite

weddingcomingupinaweek.Myweddingplanner

haseverythingdoneaccordingtothewayIwant

thingsdone.

Zandy:Youguyswillneedtomakealterationsformy

dress

Bee:Whattheheckfor?Youhaven'tevengainedor

lostanyweight.

Zandy:BecauseMphoisgoingtobeafather.

Me:Whatt!!!!Aaaaaah

Wow!I'msohappyforthem.NkosinathiandIwere

justtalkingaboutthemthismorningandwereceive



suchgreatnewsnow.Thisisthemosthappiest

we'vebeenaboutapregnancysinceSiyawas

pregnantwiththequards.Zandyhasbeenthrough

alot,beingaparentwasjustalwaysthelastthingon

hermind.I'mveryhappyforthem.Mphojustsheded

afewtearsandheldherclosely.

Mpho:MaNcwane,you'vemademethehappiest

manalive.

Lubah:Thiscallsforacelebration!!

Thabo:Yes!!BringthebeersthissideBonga.We're

abouttoparty!

Siya:Wait,Iwanttosaysomething.

Athi:Andthenshedecidestodeliveraspeech.

Siya:WhateverAthi.Ijustwanttosay

CongratulationsZandile,we'reallveryhappyforyou

guys.Mphowillbeagoodfather,we'veseenhim

beingagoodfatheronourownkidsandweknow

he'llloveandspoilthelittleangelontheway.Its

goodtoseethatwe'llhaveanotherbigbellybump

around.Zeelookshorriblealready,Nayeiseating

non-stop.I'mhappytoseeusalllaughingandhappy,



we'veallbeenthroughalottogether.Mostofyou

don'tknowthisbutPhilaandIhavehaditrough

lately,wealmostgotadivorcebutGod,hehadother

plansforusandhelpedushealandmendour

marriage.NayeandNkosiwerealsogoingthrougha

veryroughpatchbutI'mhappytoseethemall

cuddledupandinlove,you'reaverystrongcouple.

Youneverallowanythingtobringyoudown.Welove

you.NangamsoandJabu,youareperfectforeach

other.Yourrelationshipwastestedbeforeiteven

begunbutyoupulledthrough.Pheloand

Mayibongwe,eachtimewegettoseeyou,youguys

aremoreandmorestucktogetherandinloveyou're

liketwinsthatcanneverbeseparated.Thatinspires

useveryday.ToKamoandThabo,theweirdest

coupleamongstus.Weloveyouandcherishthe

loveyouguysshare.Keepitup.Welookuptoyou.

LyandaandNtokozo,whatcanIevensay.Youguys

arespecial,yourbondisveryrareandwetrulylove

seeingyouguystogether.DannyandZee,most

glamorouscouple.Verystylish,weloveguys.Zee

canbeatoughcookiebutwhensheswithyoushes

asoftbabythatlovesDandanverymuch.Snehand



Athi,thecouplethatalwaysfightsandmakesstupid

jokes,yetthere'sneveradaywhereyouwon'tsee

thestronglovebetweenthem.LubahandBelinda,

oneofakind,veryhumbleandcalmrelationshipthat

wealllookupto.BongaandBee,BB,weloveyou.

Weseekadvicetoyouguys,you'realwaysthereto

comfortusandgiveuslove.Myhusband,Iloveyou

andyou'respecialtomeandtoallofus.Our

friendshipisoneofakind,we'veallbeenthrough

alottogether,we'vedodgedbullets,beeninandout

ofhospitals,we'velaughedtogether,we'vecried

togetherandwe'verejoicedtogether.Whatmatters

isthatwe'realwayshereforoneanotherandthat

keepsourfriendshipstrongandgoing.We'rea

family,andafamilystickstogethernomatterwhat.I

loveyouguys.BeforeIdraganddragonbecause

there'salotIcouldsayaboutallofyouguys.Could

weallpleasestandupandmakeatoast.To

everlastingloveandfriendship.

Weallstoodupandmostofusgirlswerejust

emotionalandhadafewtears.

Us:ToEverlastingLoveandFriendship!



#NNBBF

Hopeyouenjoy

Suggestpagetofriendsandfriend'soffriends

Pleaselikeandcomment

[1/11,00:11]Tatenda:Insert70

ThedayI'vedreamtofallmylifehasfinallycome.It

hashaditschallenges,manythingsstoppeditfrom

happeningbutmyheartalwayslongedforiteven

whenIwasindenialofit.ButbecauseIhavea

lovinghusbandwhoknowsmeinsideout.Who

makesallmywishescometrue,wholovesme

unconditionally.HehasbeenthebestpartnerIcould

everaskfor.We'vebeenthroughthemostandwe've

madeitoutstronger.Todaywe'refinallyhavingour

whiteweddingafterayearandafewmonthsof

beingmarried.Ilookedatmyselfinthemirror,it's

happeningyou'refinallydoingit.Tearsfellfrommy

faceasIthoughtofmyparents,theyweretaken

awayfrommeasIworeawhiteweddimgdress



readytowalkdowntheaisle.Theyaregone,Istood

thereandcried.Iheardechoes,soundedlikevoices

fromafardistance.

Voice:Behappymychild.Wearewatchingoveryou

AmIloosingmymind?Whydobadthingshappen

onmyweddingday,Nkosiwillnotwanttomarrya

lunatic.Ikeptonlookingaround.Okay,breathein.

Breatheout.

Voice:Letgoofus,we'llrestinpeace.Weloveyou

mydaughter.

Me:Mom?Dad?Isthatyou?Whereareyou?

Voices:Behappymychild...Behappymychild.

Me:Iwill.Thankyou

Behappymychild...Behappymychild...Behappy

mychildkeptonechoeinginmyhead.Ineedtostop

holdingontothemandsetthemfreesotheycan

finallyrestineternalpeace.

Me:Iloveyoumomanddad

TherewasaknockonthedoorandIopened.There

wasalittleboxonthefloor,Ilookedaroundand



tookit.Everyoneseemedtobemindingthierown

businessanddoesn'tseemlikeanyoneputithere.I

openedtheboxanditwasabeautifuldiamond

neckpiece.Thecarwaswritten"FromMomandDad,

weloveyoulittleangel"thecardwasastainedwith

alittlebloodontheedge,Icriedforthelasttimeand

textedNomkithatocometomyroom.Shecame

andhelpedmegetdressed.

Me:Idon'tknowwhenwe'llfinishifyoukeepon

cryinglikethis

Dodo:Itsjustthat,I'msohappyforyouandI'msure

momanddadaresoproudofyou.Weallare,Ifound

Lungelocryingyesterday

Me:Lungelonevercries

Dodo:I'mtellingyou,eventhoughhewasalittle

drunk.Hecried,hesaidhe'shappywe'remarried

andwe'remothers.He'shappywemarriedtogood

menwhotakecareofus.Heknowsweareingood

hands.

Me:Ncoohthatssosweetofhim,whydidhecry

thoughIdon'tgetit.



Dodo:He's,Idon'tknow...Lonely.Idon'tknowwhy

heisn'tmarriednoreveninaseriousdecent

relationshipthatseemstohavepotentialtobea

marriage.Youknowhowhealwaysshutseveryone

out.He'sgoingto35soon,he'sgettingold

Me:He'llfindsomeone.Everyonehastheirownpace

inlife.Goddoeshaveaplanforhim.Ijustdon'tlike

howhespendshismoneyonalcohol.

Dodo:LwaziorLebowilltalktohim.Youknowhow

brutalLebois,she'lltellitupfrontandwon'tsugar

coatanything.Zandycameinlookingbeautiful,yes

shewaseatingandherstomachisstartingtoshow.

Zandy:Betterhurryup,thegroomisbitingourheads

off.

Me:Whereishe?

Zandy:Theyareatthebarareahavingtequilashots,

ZeeandIleftthemsincewecannotreallyparticipate

onthat.ShewasfollowingmebutIdon'tknow

whereshedisappearedto.Wings?

Me:Yesplease.



Wesatdownandate.Nomkithawasgivingusthe

eye.Sheshouldn'tjudgeus,whenshewaspregnant

shewasinlovewiththesmellofpetrol.Zeecamein

andshewasfuming.

Zee:Youguysarehavingwingswithoutme!

Zandy:Idon'tknowwhereyoudisappearedofftoo,

soitsyourfault.

Zee:Ihadtogoseemymanforawhile

Dodo:Andhavealittlequickiehuh?Iseethat

naughtysmileonyourface.

Voice:Quickiesareveryimportantandexciting.

WelookedaroundanditwasNkosi'smom.

Dodo:YourMajesty,goodmorning

MaQ:Quittheformalitiesmydaughter,howareyou?

Dodo:I'mfinethanksmomandyou?

MaQ:I'mokay,Ihopeyou'rewellafterthatincident

wetalkedabout.

Me:Whatincident?



Dodo:It'sprivate,rightma?

MaQ:Yesitis.

MaQtooktheroleofamothertous,shehasbeen

indeedagoodmothertoallofus,includingmy

brothers.Dododoesn'thaveamotherinlaw,she

passedawaybeforeshewasmarriedwithher

husband.

MaQ:Areyouwellmychildren?Zandile,Iheard

aboutthepregnancy.Congratulationsmydaughter.

Zandy:ThanksMa,youlookbeautiful.

MaQ:Ohdarling,Ilookfabulous.Ineededtobeon

myAgameforthiswedding.Myhusbanddidwant

tohaveawordwithyouZandile.

Zandy:Ohlord,whathaveIdone?YouknowI'mvery

scaredofhim.LetmegolookforhimbeforeIget

intotrouble.

Theroomwasnowfilledwithlaughterandallthe

girlsweretherewellbesidesZandy.

Sbahle:IgotatextfromBhut'Nkosi,hesayshe'll

comefetchyouhimselfifyoudon'twalkdownthe



aislein2mins.

Phelo:ohthetime!!Welosttrackoftime.We'reso

late

Kamo:Letsgetgoing!!Wherearethepageboysand

theflowergirls.

Me:Don'tforgettherings!

TheyhurriedoutandIdidmyfinaltouches.Kwenzo

cameinwithasliceofpizzainhishand.Thischild,

thewayhelovespizza!

Me:Boy

Kwenzo:Letsgomom.

Me:OkayI'mcoming.

He'swalkingmedowntheaisle.He'sbeenvery

excitedaboutitbutnow,he'sjustenjoyinghispizza.

Helookssohandsomelikehisfather,heiswearing

atuxedo,thoughtheblazerisnowheretobefound.

MaQ:Youlookbeautiful.It'stimenow,I'llseeyouin

afew.

Weprayedthenhugged.Itstime!Itsreally



happening.

Kwenzoheldmyhandandwewalkedout.The

weddingistakingplaceinmyhouseatthegarden.I

sawthetwobussesagain,allthewayfrom

Langelihle.Istoodandthepainostartedplaying.

Kwenzoheldmyhandandhisotherhandwas

holdinghispizza.Hekeptoneatingitalongtheway

andpeoplewerelaughingandtakingpictures.My

littleboythough.IbreathedinandoutasIlookedat

mymanstandingbeforemelookingveryhandsome.

Me:Kwenzo,itstimetoletgoofmyhandnow.

Kwenzo:Yesmom.

Heranandfell,pickedhimselfupandstarted

runningagain.Iwonderwhereisheoffto.Nkosi

laughedathimandheldmyhands

Ps:Weareallgatheredheretodaytowitnessthe

matrimonyofMrandMrsMkhize.Asyouallknow,

theyarealreadyMrandMrsMkhizesowearehere

toofficiatething's.Iwontdragandmakethisalong

service.Iwillgetstraighttothepoint.

Hereadaverseinthebibleandprayed.Itwasnow



timeforustosayourweddingvows.Iwastoldtogo

first

Me:NkosinathiMkhize,Idon'thavemuchtosaybut

IwanttosayThankyou.Thankyouforlovingme,

thankyouformakingmethewomanIamtoday.I

standherebeforeeveryone,Iamawifeanda

mother.You'vemademefeellovedineverykindof

way.WithyouIfeelsosafe,protected,caredforand

loved.Youprovideformeandmyfamily,youmake

allmydreamsandwishescometrue.Yousupport

meinallthatIdo.Iloveyou

Nkosi:NayeAyabongaNokukhanyaMkhize,mywife,

mylove,motherofmychildren.Ilovedyouthefirst

timeImetyou.Tomeitwasloveatfirstsight,it

tooksometimeformetogetthecouragetotellyou

howIfeltaboutyou,whenIdidIgotrejected.Igot

rejectedlike2to4timesbutthatdidn'tchangethe

wayIfeltaboutyou.Whenyoufinallytoldmeyou

loveme,Godknowsthat,thatdaywasthebestday

ofmylife.We'vebeenthroughalottogether,we

argued,misunderstoodeachotherandIhurtyou.I

hurtyoumultipletimesbutyoustillstoodwithme.



Mostwomanwouldn'thavedonethat,mostwoman

wouldn'thaveevenagreedtostillstaywithmeeven

afterItoldyouI'mmarriedandI'mroyalty,youstood

byme.Theytriedtotakeyouawayfromme,tried

killingyoubutyoufoughtforyourlife,forus,forour

kidsandforourbrightfuture.MaHlase,Iloveyou.

ThankyouforsupportingmeinallthatIdo,thank

youforarguingwithmeandmakingmerealize

things,thankyouforbeingmyadviser,myshoulder

tocryonandleanon.Thankyouforlovingmewhen

Imyselfdidntknowwhatloveis,whenIdidn'teven

knowhowtolove.Youmademeabetterperson,for

me,foryouandourfamily.

Iwasalreadycryingandhewipedoffmytears

Ps:Maywehavetheringsplease?

Me:Ihavesomanyrings.

Nkosi:Youcanhaveasmanyasyouwant,Icould

addmore.

Me:You'recrazy.

WeweregiventheringsandItookoffmyotherrings

andgavethemtoDodo.



Me:Withthisring,Ipromisetoloveyou,cherishyou.

Takecareofyouandcontinuetosupportyouin

everythingyoudo.Iwillstandbyyoursideaswe

buildourhome,Iwillrespectyouandbethewife

thatyouneed.

Nkosi:Withthisring,Ipromisetoloveyouandtake

careofyou.Toprovideforyouandourfamily,to

respectyouasmywifeandsupportyou.Thisringis

asymbolofmylovetoyou.

Ps:Withallthathasbeensaidanddone,Nayedo

youtakeMrMkhizetobeyourlawfullywedded

husband?

Me:Ido

Ps:Nkosinathi,doyoutakeMsKhozatobeyour

lawfullyweddedwife?

Nkosi:Ido.

Ps:Youmaynowkissthebride

HeheldmetightlyandIclosedmyeyes.Iwonder

whydowecloseoureyeswhenwekiss?It'sa

questionI'vealwaysaskedmyself.Iguessyouenjoy



itbetterwithyoureyesclosed.Wekissedandbits

andpiecesofsnowflakesfellfromtheroof,okay

thatwasn'tsomethingIhadplanned.I'msureoneof

myfriendsisresponsibleforthis.ButItdidputona

beautifulelementtothis.Thesong"IdoIdoby

LaSauceandAmandaBlackplayedaswecontinued

tokiss.Thewaslaughterandcheeringaswewalked

out.Itwastimetogotakepicturesandaftertaking

somanypicturesIwenttochangetomysecond

dressforthereception.Thereceptionvenuewas

stillatmyhousenearthesmallakewithafountain.

Nkosihadalsochanged,gonewasalltheformality,

mydresswasaoffwhitekneelengthdress.Itwas

verysimple,likeme.Wesatdownonourchairsand

Emihle,LuthandoandThembeliheweresingingfor

us.ItwasverycuteandIhuggedmylittlebabies.

Theyaregrowingupsofast.NgceboandKwenzo

camerunningin,theyweresodirtyIdon'tevenknow

wheretheycomefrom.Thoselittlerascalsareso

naughtywhentheyaretogether.Masandeisalittle

gentlemanandhefollowedbehindthemandtook

hisseat.



Nkosi:Heissuchaweirdcharacter.

Me:He'sjustaperfectgentleman.

Nkosi:Iwonderhowthoselittlecutebabiesinsideof

youwillbe.

Me:We'llgettoknowthegendersoon.

Nkosi:Icannotwait.Iseeyouworetheneckpiece.

Me:Youknowaboutit?

Nkosi:Itookitinyourfatherscarwhenyiuknow....

whathappened.IkeptitandvowedthatI'dgiveitto

youonourweddingday.Iwasgoingtogiveittoyou

nowbutIfigureditwasbestifyouworeit.

Me:Thankyou.

Wehadourfirstdanceandoneofmyfavoritesongs

played"ThisiswhyIloveyoubyJamalMoore"we

dancedtogetherwhileIlaidmyheadonhischest.

EvenwhenI'mwearingheels,he'sstilltallerthanme.

Afterwedancedwesatdownanditwastimefor

speeches.Mayibongwewentfirst

Mayi:Asallofyouknow,Nkosinathiismybig

brother.Hewasthemostuptightperson,short



temperedandmostcluelesshumanbeingabout

love.ButthatallendedwhenhemetNaye.I

rememberwhenhecalledme,he'sfirstwaswere"I

foundher"IwasconfusedbecauseIdidn'tknow

whathewastalkingabout.Aftersometime,I

noticedalotofchangesinNkosinathi,thatswhenI

knewthatmybrowaswhipped.HavingNayeinour

familyhasbeenablessing,shehasindeedbecome

asistertoallofusandhavingNayeinourfamily

camewithablessing.BecauseImettheloveofmy

life,hercousin,Phelokazi.ForthatIthankyou.Iwish

youallthebestfromnowonwards,congratulations.

King:Myson,I'veneverseenhimsohappy.There

aretimeswhereIwouldlookathimandthinkthat

I'vefailedasaparentandthatmaybeIputtoomuch

pressureonhim.Nokukhanya,youhavechanged

himforthebetter.Thankyouformakinghimhappy,

keepmakingeachotherhappyandbringingme

moregrandchildren.

WelaughedandNkosirubbedmystomach.

"Iloveyou"IwhisperedtoNkosinathiandhe

respondedback.Dodo,LungeloandKamoalsosaid



theirspeeches.Bongawasnext.

Bonga:Wearguedallnightonwhowilldelivera

speechonbehalfofhisfriends.Igyesathebestman

won.

Hesaidhe'sspeechandafterallthespeecheswere

said.Thepartystarted!Weallsattogetherhavinga

lovelyconversationandhavingdrinks.WellIwas

havingjuiceandfoodontheside.Ihardlyeverstop

eatinglately.ItsallIeverdo.Kwenzowasnow

changedandtheycametomewithEmihle.They

gavemeakissandwenttositwiththeirfriends.

Lebo:WhathappenedtoNdiphiwe?

Me:Honestly,Idon'tknowwherethehellshe

disappearedoffto.

Belinda:Disappearedlikethinair.

Lebo:Iwonder.

Lyandalookedatusandshookhishead.Whatsthat

about?

Jabu:Shotsanyone?

Bee:Yes!!!



Zandy:Noo!!

Me:Thisispurepunishment

Athi:Noonetoldyoutogetpregnant

Mpho:Youguyswilljusthavenonalcoholic

cocktails

Zee:Wheresthefuninthat?Wingsladies

Me:Yup!!

MaQcamewithwingsforusandwesatallnight

chattingandhavingfun.Thishasindeedbeenoneof

thebestdaysofmylife.Guessitstruewhattheysay,

nothingsbeatsloveandhappiness.Weallhaveour

ownupsanddowns,weallgrowindifferentpaces

andfindloveondifferentwaysbutwhatmattersis

whenlovefindsyou,don'tletitgo.

Nkosi:I'mgladImetyou.Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Thisismylovestorywithmyhusband,Nkosinathi

Mkhize.Lovefoundus,ourloveswastestedinmany

waysandweconqueredeveryobsticlethatcame

ourway.Ourloveremainsstronganditgrowseach



andeveryday,NkosiNaye:Boundbyfate.
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Twoyearslater

Thepasttwohasbeengreat.Mymarriagehasbeen

wonderfulandIgavebirthtotwopreciousbabies,a

boyandagirl.WenamedtheboySiphosenkosi

Mkhizeandthegirl,BuhlebenkosiMakhosazana

Mkhize.Ikneweventuallythatoneofmychildren

willbenamedafterNkosinathi'sgranny.Imadeit

cleartoNkosinathithatIdon'twantanybabies

anymoreandI'vebeenonthepillsinceIgavebirth.I

couldn'tgothroughitagainafter13hoursoflabour

pains.WheredoIevenstart?Emihlehasgrownalot

andshe'sa10yearolddiva.Kwenzokuhle,he's

5yearsoldnowandstillaskstoomanyquestions.



Lisakhanya,stillcriesalotandshe'sdaddieslittlegirl,

shestwoandshethinksshe's21,sassylittlediva

likeEmihle.Yep!I'monly31andamotherof5.My

lifehasbeenreallygreat,afterourweddingwewent

toourhoneymooninParisforaweekandthekids

werealsotheretoo.Itwasreallythemostamazing

timeofourlivesanditconnectedusmoreasa

familyanditconnectedmyhusbandandImore.

ZandyandMphogotmarriedshortlyaftershegave

birthtoababyboy,KabeloLebone.Zeealsogave

birthtoboy,DanverMpenduloMcKenzie.Suprisingly,

SnehandAthialsotiedtheknot,shortlyafterthat

MayibongweandPhelogotmarriedandwearein

preparationsofJabuandNangamso'swedding.We

areallmarriednow,withheavyrocksonourfingers

andlifeisgood!I'msureyouprobablywonderingifI

everwentbacktowork,I'mahousewifeandI'm

happy.Idon'tjustsitaroundalldayanddonothing,I

haveabusiness,I'mintopropertynow.Itsmaking

moneyIdon'tneed,Idonatethemoneytonumerous

charitiesandorphanagehomes.Myhusband's

businessisgrowingmoreandmoresuccessfulby

theday,weboughtanewhouselastyearandhehas



bought3newsportcarsandIchangemywardrobe

every2months.LifeisgoodItellyouandGodhas

blessedmeabundantly.

Buhle:Mah,Lisaishittingme.

Me:Lisa,don'tdothat.

Lisa:ButitwasEmihle

Shestartedcrying.Ohshe'salwayscrying!

Nkosi:Sabelosababakhewhyareyoucrying?

Lisa:Dada,Buhlesaidihitherandmahshoutedat

me.

Emihle:You'resuperdramaticLisa.Thatdidn't

happendaddy.Iwantedtoaskyousomething

Nkosi:Ask

Emihle:CanIgetaniPhone?

Nkosi:Okaymybaby

Me:Youcrazy,thatsnothappeninguntilyou're16

Emihle:Butmom,dadtalktomomplease

Nkosi:Whatmomsaysgoes.Wait6moreyears



Shenoddedandwenttoherroom.She'sgrowingup

toofast,a10yearoldwithaniPhone?Nop,not

happening.Imadetheirlunchboxesandcombed

Lisa'shair.Shegoestoababydaycareandthetwins

arestillstayingathomewithMaGloria.MaZondi

retiredbutshe'sstillgettingpaid.She'sbeenwith

Nkosiforalonglongtimeshe'salmostlikeamother

tohimsotheresnowayhewouldnottakecareof

herevenwhenshedoesn'tworkforhimanymore.

Hesendsgroceriestoherhouseeverytwoweeks

andthekidssovisithersometimes.DidImention

thathealsobuiltherahousefromscratch?Yep!

MamZondiwassohappyshedidn'tevenknowwhat

todotothankhim.Myhusbandisthemost

generousmanI'veevermet.Weweredone

preparingandwewentinseparatecars,Emihleand

LisaarewithNkosi.I'mwithKwenzokuhle.Idropped

himoffandwesaidourgoodbyes.I'mgoingtopick

upSbahle,she'sdoingher1styearinuniversity.She

chosetostayhereinDbn,she'sstudyingmedicineat

UKZN.ShedoeshaveherownflatinManorGardens

andMphoboughtheracarwhenshepassedher

matricwithall7A's.Idon'tknowwhyI'mpickingher



upwhenshessupposedtobeusingherowncar.I

parkedandwaitedforher,shecamerunningwhile

droppingeverythingshe'scarrying.She'svery

clumsy,likeme.Afterawhilesheputherthingsin

thebootandwewereofftoNangamso's.

Me:How'svarsity?

Sbahle:It'sgood,justabitmorehecticthanHigh

school

Me:Anygoodlookingguys??

Sbahle:Soomany!ButI'mchilled.ItsstillMarchso

I'mstilljustlooking.

Me:Don'tletthemdistractyou

Sbahle:Iwon'tsis.

WegottoNgamso'sapartment,she'sgoingtomove

inwithJabuafterthewedding.Wegotthereandwe

werethelasttoarrive.

Me:Aaah!Youlookhorrible.Whathappened?

Bee:Fuckyou,yousuchagoodfriend.

She'spregnant!Sheexperiencedmanydifficulties



withgettingpregnantbutfinallyGodshowedhis

mercyandsheisnow6monthspregnant.She

lookedsopaleandtired,herhairwasn'teven

combed.

Sneh:ItsAthi'sbirthdayonSaturday.Whatarewe

doing?

Kamo:We'regoingtoparty!!!!

Belinda:Thewayyouguyslovepartying

Bee:Don'tbeagogowenaBelinda.Whenlastdidwe

evenparty?Thepartyisongirls.

Siya:SaysMrsPreggies,youwillnotdrinkany

alcohol.You'llbeonyourown

Zee:Shewont,I'mamonthpregnant.

Zandy:What!!!Andyoukeptittoyourselfman!

Congratulations

Sbahle:Youguysarelikebabygenerators!There's

alwayssomeonepregnant,itsproofthatyoualllove

dick

Sneh:Tellthem!



Ntoko:WoahwenaSnenhlanhlawhenareyou

gettingpregnant?

Sneh:Nextyear

Ngamso:I'mwithyouthereSneh.

Me:Don'tmindtheseidiots,CongratulationsmyZee

Weallcongratulatedherandhadalovely

conversationgoingon.Thedesignerwhoismaking

ourbridesmaidsdressescameandtookour

measurements.Afterthatweorderedlunchandhad

afeast.Whilechattingupastormwewere

interruptedbyThabo,whendidheevengethere?

Thabo:Ladies

Me:HeyMrchef.

Thabo:CanwetalkasideKamogelang?

Kamo:Sure

Sbahle:Troubleinparadise.

Sneh:Youtalkalot,justlikeyoursister.

Siya:TheyarenotlikeyouandZee,youguysareso

different.



Belinda:Noonewouldsaytheyaresisters.

Ntoko:IfSiyaandBabalwadidn'tlookalike,we

wouldn'tsaytheyaresisters.Theirpersonalitiesare

toodifferent.

Me:Verydifferent.

IgotacallfromuMakotiwakwaMkhize,whichis

Phelo.I'mhappyI'mnottheonlyMakotitherenow.

Wheneverthere'saceremonywehelpeachother

andI'mgladitssomeoneIknowandI'musedto.

Shewassobeautifulonherweddingday,especially

thetraditionalwedding.Ihadtowelcomeherand

shegotherprincesscrown.Itwasindeedabeautiful

moment.

Me:MaMkhize

Phelo:Hey,doyouknowwhywe'rebeingsummond

toLangelihlethisweekend?

Me:NoIhaven'tbeentoldanything.Maybe

Nkosinathiwilltellmelater.

Phelo:Mayibongwejusttoldme.IhopeIwon'tbe

makinganytraditionalbeerthistime,Ineedtogo



removemylongnails.

Me:I'lldosotoo.GuessI'llseeyouthisweekend.

Phelo:YesMaMkhize.Bye

Me:Byelove.

WespentanothertwohourstogetherandIwentto

pickupthekids.

Me:Howwasyourdaykids?

Emihle:I'msotiredIjustwanttosleep.Itwasabusy

day,we'repreparingforaplaythatsnextweek.

Lisa:I'mhungry

Kwenzo:Metoo

Me:We'realmosthome.

Whenwegothomemylittletwinscamerunningto

me.Thesekidsarealwaysrunning.

Buhle:Mama!!!

Me:Buhlebenkosimissedmommy?

Shenoddedandwentbacktowatchtv

Me:HelloSipho,I'mgoingtomakelunchforyou



guys.EmihleandKwenzo,changeyourschool

uniformplease.Sipho,wannahelpmom?

Sipho:Yes

Heenjoysbeinginthekitchen.Healwaysfollows

mearoundsoIjustputhimonthekitchencounter

andhewatchesme.Iwasdoneanddishedupfor

them.NkosiwalkedinwhileIwasfeedingBuhle.

Them:Daddy!!

Nkosi:Heykids.Mywife

Me:Heybabe,longday?

Nkosi:Verylong.

Hekissedmeandsqueezedmybum.

Kids:Argh!!!

Nkosi:Hey,thisismywife.

WelaughedandhewenttochangewhileIdishedup

forhim.Hecamebackwearingsweatpantsanda

longsleevet'shirt.Helookedsooyummy!Hesat

downandate.Wewashedthedishestogetherand

thekidswenttotheplayroomsincetheyhadno



homework.

Nkosi:We'regoingtoLangelihlethisweekend

Me:Phelotoldmewe'reallsummondthere.Whatis

itabout?

Nkosi:Ihavenoidea.Youknowhowmomiswith

herfamilyreunionswhenshemissesus.

Me:Yeah,thatmeanswe'llmissAthi'sbirthdayparty.

Nkosi:It'sAthi'sbirthday?

Me:YesonSaturday

Nkosi:Oh,I'msurehedoesn'tevenknowthat.Guess

we'llmissit.Comesitnexttome

Me:Why?

Nkosi:CauseImissyou.Nowcome

Me:No,I'mfinehere.

Hestoodupandcarriedme.Isatontopofhimwhile

hekissedmyneck.

Me:MamGloriaisstillaroundthehouseyouknow

Nkosi:So?Wemarried,wewon'tplayhideandseek.



Me:Butstill.

Helaughedatmeandtoldmeabouthe'sdayat

work.Hehadahecticroughday.

Nkosi:There'sthisnewwhiteladywho'sworking

withmeontheprojectwe'redoinginNigeria.She

barelywearsanythingtocoverherbody,shetried

flashingitallovermetodayandallPhiladidwas

laughatme.

Me:Sheshouldknowherplaceandgetdressed.I

don'twantanyskimpybitchflashingherassformy

man.

Nkosi:Shehasnoassatall.WhywouldIleaveafull

pakageherefornothingatall?You'remynumber

one,myoneandonly.IloveyouNokukhanya

Me:IloveyoutooNkosinathiMkhize

Nkosi:NowhowaboutIgetsomeass?Iwannafuck

you

Me:Whathappenedtomakinglovetome?

Nkosi:That'sfortonight,rightnow,Iwannafuckyou

andmakeyouscreammynameout.



Me:Youwish

Nkosi:We'llseeaboutthat.

Hecarriedmelikeasackofmaizemealandwent

upstairs.Hetookofmyclothesandthrewthemon

thefloor.He'ssohandsomeandroughtodaybutI

loveitverymuch!Heputmeontheedgeofthebed

andinsertedhismanhood.Boy!Washehugeinside

ofme.Ifeltmytoescurlashethrustedhardand

sentshiversdownmyspine.We'llsavemoredetails

forlater.
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Todaywe'llbeofftoLangelihle.Westilldon'tknow

whywe'reallsummondtherebutyesterday

NkosinathiandMayibongwehadameeting.



LusandawasalsopartofitthroughSkype.Us,The

Mkhizewivesdon'tknowwhatitsabout.Wewere

busycookingforourhusbands.Itsfunnyhowwe

bothgotmarriedtothesamefamily,noneofushave

everthoughtofthat.Everythingisworkingoutfor

thebetter.I'mpackingupforthelittlekidswhile

Nkosinathiismakinhbreakfastforthem.Injust

2hourswe'llbeofftotheairport.Ipackedforthe

twinsinonebag,we'lljustbestayingforthe

weekendsincethekidsneedtogobacktoschoolon

Monday.Emihe,Kwenzokuhle,NkosiandIdohave

clothesinLangelihlesotheresnoneedforhuge

bags,we'lljustpackourtoiletries.

Nkosi:Areyoudone?Comedownforbreakfast.

Me:OkayI'mcoming.I'llbetherejustnow.

Iwentdownforbreakfastandthekidswerevery

excitedaboutusgoingtoLangelihle.Theyreally

enjoybeingthereandtheyplayalldayandit's

probablybecausetheygetspoiltbytheir

grandparents.AfterbreakfastIbathedLisaandthen

bathedthetwinswithNkosinathi'shelp.After

dressingthemupandmakingsurethatall5ofthem



areready,NkosinathitookhisshowerwhileIsat

withthekids.Iwenttothekitchenandtooksome

yoghurtandbiscuits,Ijustlovehavingthemtogether.

Bestcomboever!

Emihle:Areyouhungryagain?

Me:NoI'mnothungrywejusthadbreakfast

PhelowalkedinwithMayifollowingher.

Emihle:Thenwhyareyoueatingagain?

Me:Cause...

Phelo:Causeshesexpecting.

Me:Noway!Ohhellno!That'snotthereasonwhy.

There'snowaythatIcouldbepregnantgirls,never.

Mayi:Mybrotherscoresdamngood,thosepillsgot

nothingonhim.

Thewaywelaughed!DearGod,whatamIgoingto

dowiththisguy?He'sjustsomethingelse.

Me:Sinceyouguysarehere,lookafterthesekids

whileIgoshowerandgetready.

Mayi:Bequick,weonlyhaveanhourleft.Youladies



take5hoursjusttobathandgetdressed.

Ilaughedathimandwentupstairs.IfoundNkosi

layingonthebednakedtalkingtothephone.He'son

somebusinesscall.Iwhisperedtohim"Isitthe

whitegirl"henodded.Justthen,Igotagreatidea.I

lockedthedoorandtookofmyclothes.Iwentto

himandthenstartedsuckingandlickinghis

manhoodslowly.He'seyespoppedandhelookedat

mewithasmileonhisface.Isuckedharderand

harder,hemoanedwhileonhiscall.Ilaughedathim

alittle,Ijustcouldnthelpit.Igotontopofhimand

insertedhismanhoodinsideofmeandrodemyman

liketheresnotomorrow.

Nkosi:Shit!Naye...mmmh,fuck,uhmBianca,I'llcall

youlater.

Heendedthecallandthrewhisphone.Hewasnow

groaningandholdingmetightly.

Nkosi:Iseeyou'rebecominganaughtygirlhuh?

Naughtygirlsneedtobepunished.

Me:Ohreally?Evenwhentheydothis?

Istartedhumpingandtwerking,increasingmypace,



hewasgrabbingmybuttsohardI'msureI'llhave

bruises.HeheldmetighterashereleasedandI

followedrightafter.Ilaidonhischestandkissedhis

smallnipple.

Nkosi:Thankyou,thatwasamazing.

Me:ThatBiancabitchshouldknowherplace.

Iwinkedathimandhespankedmyass.

Nkosi:YesMem!

Iwenttothebathroomandwashedmyface.He

cameinandheldmywaistfromtheback.

Me:Youdoknowwe'llbelate.Nowmove,Iwantto

bath.

Nkosi:We'lltakeaquickshower.Ijustneesone

quickie

Me:Youlikethingsquickhuh?

Nkosi:Youmaysayso

Me:Just3mins

Nkosi:10



Me:5andthatsit.

Hebentmeoverandinsertedhismanhoodinsideof

me.Hethrustedsodeeplyandhe'spacewasreally

fast.Hekeptonsqueezingmyboobsandspanking

me.Itwaspainfulyetfilledwithsomuchpleasure.

Afterafewminutesweweredoneandweshowered.

Iworeawhitelongsummerdressandsandals.I

tookafewdoeksandputtheminmybag.

Nkosinathitookourbagsandputthemintheboot

ofthecarwe'llallbeusing.Mayibongwedrovetothe

airportandwewentontheprivatejet.

Phelo:WhydoIfeelliketheressomethingI'm

forgetting?

Me:Ihopeit'snotsomethingimportant.

Phelo:Adoek!Ialwaysforgetit.

Me:Don'tworry,Icarriedenoughforthebothofus

Phelo:You'realifesaverBhovungane

Me:Hlase

After3hourswelanded.Itsagoodthingweleft

early,it'sjust12:30now.Acarfetchedusandwe



wereofftotheRoyalhouse.

Mayi:Who'scaristhat?I'mfamiliarwiththeother

carsbutnotthatone.

Nkosi:Probablyoneoftheeldersboughtanewcar.

Wewentinsideandthehelperstookourbagstoour

houses.Thekidsrantotheirgrandmotherwhenshe

approachedwithIsiphile,she'sgrownsomuchand

she'sactuallymaturednowandnotthespoiltbrat

thatshewasbefore.There'sthisdaywhereshe

disrespectedmeandPhelo,theslapshegotfrom

Phelokazi!Iwasneverready.Shecriedandwentto

hermomwhogaveheranotherhotslap.Phelokazi

don'ttakenobullshitItellyou.Wewenttoaspare

roominthehouseandquicklywrappedthedoekson

ourheadsandoverourshouldersbeforetheKing

andtheeldersseeus.Afterweweredonewewent

totheloungeandsatwiththeQueenandthekids.

MaQ:Lunchisreadybutwehavetowaitforthese

mentofinishwhatevertheyarediscussing.They've

beenhavingthesemeetingssinceMonday.

Phelo:KnowwhatisitaboutMah?



MaQ:No,myhusbandwillnoteventellme.I'vebeen

keptinthedark.Afterlunchwe'llgodosome

groceryshoppingandpamperourselves,Ihaven't

beenwithmydaughtersforawhile.

Themencameoutandwehadtobowdownand

greetthem.ThisthingisexhaustingandI'mstillnot

usedtoit.

King:Thewivesofmysons,hellomybeautiful

daughters.

Hepattedourshouldersandledthewaytothe

dinningarea.Weallsatdownandtheservants

servedusourfood.TheresthisonedayIofferedto

doitbutIwasn'tallowedto.Phelokazisaidgrace

andwedugin.Nkosinathikeptonbrushingmythigh

andIkickedhim

Nkosi:Ouch

Me:Behaveyourself.

Nkosi:Ican't,Mkhizewon'tgodown.

Thisguy!He'sbeenhornyalldaylong.

Nkosi:Iwantyoutorepeatwhatyoudidthis



morning.I'mstillveryturnedonbyit.

Me:Nkosinathi,Iwanttoeat.I'mhungrystop

disturbingme.

Nkosi:I'mhungryforyou,Iwanttoeatyouwithno

disturbances.

ThewayIwantedtolaugh!Whatiswrongwithmy

husbandtoday?Ijustcan't!

Me:Excuseme

King:You'reexcusedmydaughter

Iwenttothebathroomandlockedthedoor.I

burstedoutinlaughter,Ijustcouldn'tholditin

anymore.Irinsedmymouthandwentbacktothe

table.

Nkosi:Whatwereyoudoingthere?

Me:Selfservice.

HesqueezedmythightighterandIlaughedathim.I

continuedeatingandwetookthedishesafter

everyonewasdone.

Servant:Myprincesses,pleasesitdownandI'll



collectthedishesandwashthem.

Phelo:Noitsokay,we'llwashthem.

Servant:Pleasemyprincesses,Idon'twanttobein

trouble.Itiswrongofmetoallowyoutodosuch.

Me:Wewouldn'twantyoutobeintroubleyoung

lady.I'lltalktotheQueen,donotworryyourself.

Servant:Thankyou

Sheleftandwewashedthedishes,driedandpacked

them.

King:Nokuthula,pleaseexcuseus.

Phelo:Myking.

Shebowedandleftus.NokuthulaisPhelokazi's

namewhichshewasgivenwhenshegotmarried

here.IwasnervousastowhytheKingwantedto

talktome.He'sstillcreepyeventhoughI'vetalked

tohimsomanytimes.

King:Howishe?

Ifirstlookedathimconfusedbyhisquestionand

thenrealizedhe'stalkingaboutNkosinathi.He



hardlyasksmeabouthim.

Me:He'sokaymyKing.He'sdoingreallygreatand

we'rehappy.He'sagreathusbandandgreatfather.

King:I'mgladhe'schangedhisways.I'veneverbeen

abletotalktothatboy,healwayshadhisownthings

inhismindandhe'sverystubborn.Hedoesthings

he'sownway.

Me:That'sjusthowheis.Andheisreallyreally

stubborn.

King:I'mgladhemetyou.You'reablessing

Nokukhanya.

Withthatsaidheleftandtheywentbacktotheir

meeting.Nkosiwinkedatmeashefollwedhis

fatherandtheelders.AftersometimeMayibongwe

camein

MaQ:Aren'tyousupposedtobeatthemeeting?

Mayi:Iwasstillsmokingmom.

HekissedPhelokazi'scheekandrushedtotheoffice.

MaQ:Thisboy!Getyourbagsandletsgoladies.



WegotourbagsandweusedMayibongwe'scar,

Phelowasdriving.

MaQ:Sooohowsthesexlife?Iseeyoubothare

glowing.Ialwaysknewmykidscansatisfyjustlike

theirfather.TheMkhize'saregifteddownthere.

Lord!Openawholeformeandletmehide.This

womanneverseizestoamazeme!HowdoIeven

answertothis!

MaQ:Don'tbeshy

Phelo:Thesexisgoodmah,nowcanwetalkabout

somethingelse?

IjustlaughedatthemandtheQueenwentonandon

abouthersexlife.

Me:Mah,that'stoomuchinformation.Youshouldn't

evenbehavingsexnow,you'regrowingold.

MaQ:Nevertoooldforsexmychild.Youknow,we

shouldalsobuysomelingerie.Mybodyisstillvery

sexyandfirm.

Me:You'rerightatthat,howdoyoudoit?

MaQ:Swallowyounglady,swallow.Andthegym



ofcause

Phelo:Mayou'resonaughty

Wewentaroundthemalldidthegroceryshopping

andtheservantstookittothecar.Whereverwego

wehavebodyguardsandservantsfollowingus.It

attractssomuchattentionandthepeoplealways

knowthatRoyaltyisapproaching.Somepeopleeven

kneeldownwhenwepassthem.

MaQ:Buythose,theyreallydomagicItellyou.

Me:Whatarethesevelegogo?

MaQ:Me?Agogo?Never.Imayhavegrandchildren

butI'mnotagogo.

Phelo:Icannotbelieveyougotusintoasexshop,

you'rekinky.

MaQ:Andyoushouldbekinkytoo.Experiment!

Welaughedatherandgoteverythingshethought

weneeded.Thiswomanthough!Wewenthomeand

startedpreparingsupper.Thosemenhavebeenin

thatofficesinceweleft.

MaQ:Youshouldstartcomingwithmetothe



meetingsIgotowithotherQueensofnearby

villages,bothofyou.

Phelo:Isitnecessaryformetoalsocome?

MaQ:YesNokuthula.Nokukhanyawillneedyou

close,stepbystep.

Me:Thelastonewewenttowassoboring.Howdo

yougetusedtoit?

MaQ:Thatonewasn'timportant,sometimesitsjust

tositandhavetea.SomeQueensarejustsofullof

themselvesbutweworktogetherwell.

Wecontinuedtalkingaboutitandwentontotalk

aboutotherthings.Weweredonepreparingsupper

andwewenttowatchtv.

Servant:TheKinghassaidyoucanallhavesupper

withoutthem.Theyarestillverybusy.

MaQ:Preparethetablewe'llbethereshortly.

WehadsupperandIbathedthekidsandputthemto

sleep.Ialsotookashowerandchangedintomy

sleepwear.IgotatextfromNkosinathi

Nkosi:"I'llcometobedlate,don'twaitup.Iloveyou."



Iswitchedoffthelightsandwentofftodreamland.
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Iwokeupearlyinthemorningandtookashower.

Nkosinathiwasstillfastasleep,Idon'tevenknow

whenhecametobedlastnight.Itookashowerand

preparedfortheday,Iworealongblackskirtand

navylongsleevetshirt.Buhlebenkosiwasalreadyup

andIfedher,IstillbreastfeedherandSiphosenkosi

wantsnothingtodowithmilk.Heeatsfoodwithhis

fewteeth.Afterthat,bathedher.Theotherswere

stillasleepsoIdidn'twakethemup.Shewentto

watchcartoonswhileIwenttothekitchen

Phelo:MorningMrsMkhize

Me:MorningMrsMkhize,breakfast?



Phelo:Wokeupanditwasalreadymade.

Me:LetmedishupforNkosi.

IdishedupandMaQcametothekitchenwitha

hugesmileonherface.

Phelo:Andthen?

MaQ:Morningladies.What'sforbreakfast?

Me:Morningtoyoutoo,yoursmileisforbreakfast.

MaQ:HowcanInotsmileaftersuchanamazing

night?

Phelo:Iguessyouusedalltheequipmentyou

bought?

MaQ:Someofthem.Savingtherestforanother

night.Didanyofyouexperiment??

Me:Hecamebacktobedlatelastnight,Iwasfast

asleep.

Phelo:Samestory.

MaQ:I'mtiredofthesemeetings.We'rejoiningin

today,prepareforthosehipstoachebecausewe'll

beseatedonthefloorasthewives.ThatsonethingI



reallyhate

Me:We'lluseapillow

MaQ:Goodidea.

IlefttheminthekitchentalkingasIwenttoserve

myhusbandsomebreakfast.Hehadalready

showered,hehadatowelwrappedaroundhiswaist

andhewaslotioninghisupperbody.

Me:Morning

Nkosi:MorningNaye,sleptwell?I'msorryIcameto

bedlate,MayiandIjustneededsomeairafterthe

meetings.

Me:It'sokay.Nowhaveyourbreakfastbeforeitgets

cold.

Nkosi:IthoughtIwashavingyouforbreakfast.

Me:Wellyouthoughtwrong.Noweat,i'llbeinthe

kitchenifyouneedme.

HefrownedandIlaughedathim.Ohthekids!Iwent

totheirroom.Theywerestillpeacefullysleeping

besidesKwenzo



Kwenzo:I'mhungrymah

Me:Letsgohavesomebreakfastandthenyou'll

bath.

Kwenzo:DoIreallyhavetobath?Ididbathlastnight

andyesterdaymorning,soI'mveryclean.

Me:Kwenzokuhlecome,letsgoeat.

Kwenzo:PromisemeIwon'tbath?

Me:Ipromiseyouwon'tbath.

Hequicklystoodupandrantothekitchen.Kwenzo

andbathing,it'slikeoilandwater.Hehatesbathing

andhe'sfathersaysitsperfectlynormal.Ifitwasup

tohim,hewouldn'tbathfortheentireweek.Idished

uphisbreakfastandheate,withinafewminuteshe

wasdone.

Kwenzo:Moremahplease

Me:Wereyouthathungry?

Kwenzo:Yesma.

Servant:MyPrincess,thePrincehassummondfor

you.



Me:OkaytellhimI'mcoming.

Servant:ItisofurgencyMyPrincess,Iwilltakecare

ofthetheyoungprince.

Me:Okaythankyou.

Iwentbacktotheroomandhewasn'tthere.

Me:Nkosinathi

Nkosi:Rightbehindyou

Iturnedandhehadachainandhandcuffsinhis

hand.

Nkosi:Soo,Ifoundtheseinyourdrawer.

Ilaughedathim,ifonlyheknewthathe'smom

mademebuythese.Ijustkeptquietandlookedat

him.

Nkosi:Youcannottalknow?

Me:Uhm...Ican

Hekeptoncomingclosetome.Hepushedmeto

thebedandcuffedmyhandstomyankels.Icannot

move,Icannoteventouchhim.



Nkosi:SeemsasifIwon'tbeneedingthis,I'lljust

seewhatmorewillIfindinthetreasurebox.

Me:You'reenjoyingthis?

Nkosi:Alotmylady.

Helockedthedoorandwenttothebathroom.Why

didn'tIhidethesethings?Nowthey'rebeingusedon

me.Hecamebackwithawhip.

Me:NoNkosinathilet'sdothistonight,wehavea

meetingtoattendto.

Nkosi:Wehavetwohoursbeforethemeetingstarts.

Iwonderhowthisworks,maybeIshouldtryithere.

Hehitmeonmythighsanditachedinastingy

pleasurableway.Hetookofmyunderwearand

startedkissingandlickingmypunani.Heinserted

hisfingerwhilealsousinghistongueonme.Ikept

onmoaningandmoaningbutIcouldn'tevenhold

him

Me:Nkosinathi,Iwanttoholdyou.Please,letmego.

Nkosi:We'vejuststartedbabe,chill.

Thisispleasurabletorture!IkeptonmoaningandI



screamedlouderwhenheinsertedhismanhood.He

keptonteasingandtakingitout,puttingitbackin,

rubbingmyclitandpenetratingdeeply.Hemade

lovetomesopassionatelyyetIcouldn'tholdhim.

Hekissedmyneckandthrusteddeeper.Aftera

whilehefinallytookoffthecuffs.Ilaiddownfora

whiletryingtocatchmybreath.

Nkosi:Soo?Whendidyougetthese?

Me:Yesterday,yourmomtookustosomekinky

shopandmadeusbuythese.

Nkosi:Mymomisthebest.Doyouthinkshestill

getssome?

Me:Arewereallygoingtotalkaboutthis?Wellyes

becauseshewokeupwithahugesmileandsaid

sheusedsomeofthethingssheboughtlastnight.

I'msureshewasmoaningandscreamingoutyour

dad'sname.

Nkosi:Okaywe'redone.Idon'twanttohearit

anymore.

Ilaughedathimandhecleanedusup.Wefixed

ourselvesandwentdownstairs



King:We'vebeenwaitingforyou.Theeldersarehere

already.

Nkosi:MyapologiesforthedelayGreatOne.

Funnyhowheturnstothisobedient,calmrespectful

guyinthepresenceofhiseldersandtheKing.So

doesMayi,theyaren'tgoofyandrandomlikethey

alwaysare.Wewereseatedonthefloorwithother

auntiesasthemeetingwenton.Vulamasangoalso

arrivedaftersometime.

King:Asyouallknow,timehaspassedandI've

gottenolder.IhaveservedmytimeandIhaveruled

thisKingdomwithgreatleadershipskills,took

decisionsthatbenefitthisKingdomanditspeople.I

havedonenumerousthingsthathavechangedthis

Kingdomforthebetter.ThegoodskillsthatIhave,I

havetaughtandpassedontomytwosons.The

eldestbeingPrinceNkosinathiMkhizewhoisthe

crownedPrinceofLangelihle.WhenhewasyoungI

madesurethatImentorhim,teachhimmyways

andthewaysofthisKingdom.Thewaysofour

forefathers,Ihavewatchedhimimplementthat

knowledgeinhislife.Heisaverysuccessfulyoung



manwhohasmadehiswayinthebusinessworld.

HehasputhisnameandtheMkhizenameoutthere

andI'mgladtosaythatthroughoutallhedid,hehas

neverforgottenaboutwhoheis.Hehasnever

forgottenhistruedestinyandthathehasnotturned

hisbackonthisKingdomandhe'sfamily.Ihave

decidedIhaveseenthatitistimeformetostep

downasKingofLangelihle.

Therewere"Hah'sandYoh's"fromtheauntieshere

andMaQjustrolledhereyesatthem.Thiswomanis

dramatic!Ijustdidn'tknowhowtoreacttoitall.I

knewitwouldhappenonedaybutIdidn'tknowit

wouldhappensosoon.

King:ThecrownedPrincewillsoontakeoverasKing

andIamgivinghimtwomonthsaswepreparefor

theceremonyofmakinghimKingofthislandandas

hewillfixafewthingsfromhe'ssideandI'msurehe

hasalottotakecareofbeforecomingdowntolead

thisKingdom.Hewillstillhavetodecidewhohewill

chooseashe'scouncilmembersandhisrighthand

man.Thishasalotofresponsibilityanditneeds

pensivethinking.ButItrustthathewilltakegood



decisionsforhimself,hisfamilyandtheKingdom.I

havesaidmypart,mythanksmypeople.

Everyone:BayedeKhabazela.

HesatonhisthronewhichwillsoonbeNkosinathi's,

thisisjusttooscaryforme.Phelopinchedmyass

andIlookedather.Shemouthed"MyQueen"She

pulledhertongueatmeandIlaughedather.Thisis

goingtobelongandcomplicated.Oneoftheelders

stoodandwasabouttospeak.

Elder:MyKing,Royalfamily,RoyalCounciland

elders,Igreetyouall.Thereisalsoalittleissuethat

hascometomyattentionanditcannotbeignored.

Theroyalcouncilandtheeldershavediscussedthis

matterandhavedecidedtotakethismatterintoour

hands.Guards!Sendherin!

King:Isaidthatwillnothappen!Didn'twediscuss

thisandsaywewillletitgo!

Elder:MyKing,thisdecisionisnotonyou.Ithasto

bedone.

MaQ:Whatisshedoinghere?



Weturnedandlooked.Ndiphiwewalkedinwith

guardsandtwounclesfollowingher.

Me:Whatisgoingon?

IwhisperedtoMaQandPhelo.Theyshruggedand

theywereconfusedasIwas.

Ndiphiwe:GreetingstoTheLangelihleRoyalty.

ShesatdownnexttousandIlookedatNkosi.I

couldseethatherpresencemadehimangry.Idon't

wanthimtobeangry,thathasn'thappenedinyears

anditsnotabouttostartnow.Notbecauseofher

Elder:Asyouallknow,PrincessNdiphiweisthe

motherofNkosinathi'sfirstson.Kwenzokuhle,the

heirofourKingdom.Nkosinathiwillhavetotakeher

ashiswife,aroyalwife.

MaQ:Thisiscrazy,sheisnotevenRoyalty

Elder:Sheis.SheistheprincessofTheKingdomof

Mwelise.

Nkosi:Shegrewuphere,rightacrossthestreet

we'veknownherforawhilesincewhenissheeven

royalty?



Oneoftheunclesshecamewithstoodupand

askedtospeak.Permissionwasgranted.

Uncle:Weallneverknewwhathappenedtotheother

twin,whenNdiphiwewasborn,shewasatwinofa

boywhoisthecrownedpinceofourland.During

thosedaysourlandwasstillfollowingancientways.

Shewassupposedtobekilledbuthermothergave

herawaytoaservantwhothanranawayandwas

neverseenagain.Wehavelaterfoundoutwhenher

brotherdiscoveredthetruthandlookedforher.For

thepasttwoyearswe'vebeenwithherinMweliseas

shegottoknowherfamilyandknowmoreabouther

Kingdom.Herreturninourlandalmostaroseawar

butitdidn't.SheistheprincessofMwelise.The

motheroftheheirofyourKingdom,itisherrightful

righttobetheQueenofthisland.SheisofRoyal

blood.

MaQ:Nonsense!!

Nkosi:Iwillnotdothat,Iwillnotmarryher!Or

anyoneelseforthatmatter.

ThewasahugeargumentbetweentheKing,Nkosi,



theeldersandtheRoyalCouncil.Ijustcouldn'ttake

itanymore.Itbecametoomuchforme.Phelowas

alreadycryingnexttome.Istoodupandleftthe

room.MayibongwecalledoutmynamebutIdidn't

lookback.IgottomyroomandNkosinathifollowed.

Icouldn'thelpbutjustcry.Heheldme,Itriedtofight

himoffbutheistoostrongforme.Ijustcriedand

hekissedmyforehead.

Nkosi:Don'tcrymyloveplease.Iwillnotmarryher

oranyoneelseforthatmatter.Iloveyouandonly

you.Don'tcry

Me:(sniffs)YouneedaRoyalwifeNkosinathi.I'mnot

Royal,you'regoingtobeKing.

Nkosi:IdontneedaRoyalwife,you'reworthmore

thanjustaRoyalwife.You'remylifeandtheonly

oneforme.I'drathernotbeaKingthantohaveto

marryanotherwoman.I'dratherlooseallthisthanto

looseyou.IloveyouNokukhanya

Icontinuedtocryandhekissedme.

Nkosi:Letsgetyoutuckedinbed,washyourface

first,you'llhaveaheadacheifyoucontinuecrying



likethis.

Me:Didyouknowaboutallthis?

Nkosi:Nobabe,Ionlyknewaboutmyfather

steppingdown.Thisisnonsense,Iwon'tmarryher.I

loveyouandonlyyou.
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Iwokeupwithamassiveheadache,IguessIcried

myselftosleeplastnight.Imissmybabies,Iwonder

ifthey'veeatenbecauseI'mveryhungry.Ididn'thave

thesupperPhelobroughtuptomelastnight,Ihad

noappetiteandjustwantedtocryandsleep.Imade

thebedandwenttotakeashower.Itooklonger

thanIthoughtIwould.AfterthatIlotionedmybody

andworealongblackdress,coveredmyhairand



shouldersthanwentdownstairs.Shewasthere,

sittingwithherlegsfoldedcarryingKwenzokuhle.I

justlaughedalittlethanwenttothekitchen.MaQ

andPhelowerechillingwithglassesofwine.

Me:Alcohol,at8am.

MaQ:Pleasedon'tjudge,I'llactuallypouryouaglass.

Phelo:We'redistressing.

Me:Winewon'thelpme,Ineedvodka.

MaQ:Areyougoingtoaskwhereisyourhusband?

Me:Idon'twanttoknow.Whatsthisflooziedoing

here?

Phelo:Theyleftherhere.

Me:Wheredidshesleep?

Phelo:Don'tworry,shedidn'tsleepinyourhouse.

Shesleptinoneoftheroomsdownstairs.

Me:Andwhyareyousittinginthekitchen?

MaQ:Wedon'twantnegativeenergyaroundus.And

whyareyouaskingsomanyquestions?



Me:I'mjustcurious.

ImademyselfsomethingtoeatandafterIateIwent

toseemychildren.Theywerewatchingamoviein

Isiphile'sroom.

Me:Whatareyouguyswatching?

Them:IceAge!!

Isatdownandwewatchedthemovietogether.

Kwenzokuhlealsocametojoinus.Icouldn'thelp

butjustcheckifhewasokay,physically.Hehadtiny

marksofnailsonhisarm.Iimmediatelyjustgot

angry.Thatwomanpinchedmyson.Shedoesn't

knowme.IcarriedKwenzokuhleandwewenttothe

bathroom.

Me:Mybaby,whathappenedhere?

Kwenzo:Wheremom?

Me:Kwenzokuhle,I'mnotplayinganddon'ttryto

denyit.Whathappenedhere?

Kwenzo:Shepinchedme.

HestartedcryingandIheldme.



Me:Don'tcrybigboy,momwillsortitout

Thiswomanreallydoesn'tknowme,wheredoesshe

gettherighttopinchmychild.Afterhewasabused

asayoungsmallboy,sheknewaboutitanddidn't

putastoptoit.Nowshe'scomingheretopinchmy

son?Shereallymessedwiththewrongwoman.I

wentdownstairsandmadesurethatItoldIsiphileto

keepthechildrenintheroom.Iwenttothekitchen

andpouredsomewineformyself,Ifilledupamug

andgulpeditinonego.Shewassittinginthelounge

withMaQandPhelo.Shehadabigsmileonherface

andIwipeditoffwithaslap.IwassoangrythatI

endedupbeatingheruncontrollablyandIcouldhear

herscreams.Iwasn'tevengoingtostopuntilIsaw

blood.I'mangry!Beyondangry,shethinksshe'll

comehereandliveaperfectlife.Shesgotanother

thingcoming.Hehadheronthecornerofthe

couches,kickingherstomach.Therewasalotof

noiseandIdidhearMaQ'slaughter.Ifelthim,he

washoldingme.Itriedfightinghimbuthe'stoo

strongforme.Hecarriedmeandputmeoverhis

shoulders.



Me:PutmedownNkosinathi!!

Nkosi:Nothappening,doyouwanttokillher?Ican't

haveyougoingtoprison

Me:Yes!Idon'tcareevenifagotoprisonnobody

laysahandonmyson!

Nkosi:Shedidwhat!!

Ithappenedsoquicklybutyep!Ilandedonthefloor

withinafewseconds.

Me:Ouch!

Nkosi:Fuck!Shit,Imean...I'msorry.Ididn'tmeanto

dropyou.

Hesaidthatonhiswaydownstairs,thatwasn'teven

anapology!Myarmhurtsnow.Istoodupandthere

wasalotofarguinggoingon.Theelderswerenow

alsothere,thesepeople.Theyarethereasonwhy

she'sevenhere.

Nkosi:Getout!!Packyourbagsandleavethis

palace.

Elder:Sheisnotgoinganywhere!Sheisyourwife.



Nkosi:Excuseme?

Elder2:Youheardhim,she'syourwife.Herlobolo

datehasbeenfinalised.Shewillbeintroducedthe

dayyoubecomeKing.

Me:Overmydeadbody!Myhusbandwilldonosuch!

Nkosi:DamnrightIwon't.Ihaveawife,andthere

sheis.Shewillstandbesidemeandbecrowned

Queen.

Elder:Wewillnotbeleadbyacommoner!Shehas

noroyalblood.

Vulamasangoappearedfromnowhere.Weallgota

frightbecausewedidn'tseehimcomein.Didhe

evenusethedoortocomein?IfIdidn'tknowany

betterI'dsayitspurewitchcraft.

Vulamasango:Silence!!Youeldersaremakingthe

ancestorsangry!Youwickedliar,standupandshow

yourface!

Everyonewaswonderingwhohewastalkingto.I

knewexactlythathewastalkingto.

Me:Ndiphiwe,showyourfaceandstopwastingour



time.

Vulamasango:Youclaimyouarethelonglost

princess,yesyoumightlooklikeherbutyouarenot

her.Yourparentswerekilledalongtimeago

Ndiphiwe:No!Myparentsarealive.

Vulamasango:Thosepeoplearenotyourparents.

Theprincesshasamarkonherthigh,thatshewas

givenbyherlategrandmawhohappenstoalsobe

yourgrandma.Yourfatherchosetomarrya

commonerandhewasthrownoutoftheRoyal

PalaceofMwelise.Therestthathappenedafterthat

isnotforyoutoknow.

Ndiphiwe:Youarealiar!You'refake!Don'tlistento

thisnonsenseelders.

Elder2:Ifyoureallyaretheprincess,showusthe

mark.

Ndiphiwe:Themark?

Mayi:Yesthemarkyoustupididiot.

Whydidheusestupidandidiotinonesentence?

Thisguy!Sheliftedupherskirtandshowedher



thigh.Itwasfreshbutunfortunatelyforher,there

wasnomarkatall.

MaQ:Youmayleave,thedoorisrightbehindyou.

Elder:ButNkosinathistillneedsaRoyalwife.

Vulamasango:Sheisthechosenone.Sheisthelight

ofthisKingdom.SheistheQueenofourland.

Elder:Shehasnoroyalblood.

Me:Argh!Royalblood!Myfoot.Youhaveheardwhat

Vulamasangohassaid,IamthechosenoneandI

waschosenbytheancestorsofthisKingdom.I

don'tknowwhybutyouwereallhereandeye

witnessedwhathappenedwhenIwasbeing

welcomedintothisfamily.YouthinkI'deverallow

myhusbandtomarryanotherwoman?Never!I

cameintothishouseinapolygamousmarriageand

youknowhowthatturnedout.YoursocalledRoyal

princesskilledmyparents!Sheeventriedtokillme

andmychild.Afterthattraumaticexperienceyou

stillthinkI'dallowthattohappen.Itisnotgoingto

happenandyoubetteracceptitrealquickly.Iamnot

goinganywhere,I'mheretostay.Getusedtothat.



Elder:WhowillbethecrownedprinceafterNkosiis

King?WeneedaroyalheirofthisKingdom.Hisfirst

sonisnotofroyalty,hissecondsonisnotofroyalty.

ThethroneneedsaKing.

Hehadapoint.Noneofushadananswertothat.It

wassilentandVulamasangokeptonchanting.He

reallyscaresmewhenhestartsdoingthischanting

ofhis.

Vulamasango:ThefutureKinghasnotbeenbornyet.

Withthatsaidhedisappeared.Iknewit!Hedidn't

usethedoorwhenhecamein.Heappearedfrom

nowherejustlikethewayhejustdisappeared.

Phelo:You'restillstandinghere?Youdon'twantto

getanotherbeatingfrommetoo.

Shequicklywenttotakeherbagsandleft

Nkosi:Youelderscanalsofollowherout.Youknow

yourwaytothedoor.

Theycouldn'tbelievewhathehadjustsaid.Theyleft

whilewhisperingthisamongstthemselves.

MaQ:Idiots.



Mayi:I'msoscaredofyounowNokukhanya,yougot

madskills.

Me:Mxmshutup

WealllaughedandNkosicameandheldmywaist

fromtheback.HeimmediatelygotanerectionandI

couldfeelhismanhoodagainstmyass.Itkepton

movingandIgiggled.

Me:Stopit.

Nkosi:WhatdidIdo?He'stheonethat's

misbehaving.

Me:He'sonyousoyou'retheonebehindallhis

behavior.

Nkosi:Hewantsyou

MaQ:Getaroomyoutwo,youcannotbedoingthat

infrontofme.I'mstillyourmotherNkosinathi.

Nkosi:Momdon'tbejealousjustbecausedadisn't

aroundtoserviceyou,he'llbebackandyoucanhave

himallnight.

MaQ:DamnrightIwill.



Phelo:Thepeopleofthishouseandsex!Best

buddiesItellyou.

Mayi:Youactingasifyoudon'tlikeit,wellactually

youloveit.

Thelaughter!Idonotevenknowhowthisshifted

intosextalk.IforoneknowthatIwouldn'tbe

comfortabletalkingtomyparentsaboutsex,I

rememberwhentheygavemethe"sextalk"from

thatdayIstoppedeatingbanana.Itwaspartofthe

demonstrationtheyputtogether.Ijustcouldn't!Ooh

howImissmyparents.

Nkosi:Wannagotoourhouse?

Me:No,I'mstillangryatyou.

Nkosi:WhatdidIdonow?

Me:Youdroppedme,Ifellflatonthefloor.

Nkosi:Ohthat

Me:Yesthat.

Nkosi:HowaboutIshowyouhowsorryIreallyam?

Me:Ididn'thearthat.



Ilaughedathimandwenttocallthekids.I'msure

they'rehungrynow.

Isi:Wewantpizza

Me:You'renotpartofthekids,you'resogrown.

Emihle:ButwedowantPizzamom.

Isi:See?Itoldyou.

Me:Whatever.Isiorderpizzaenoughforeveryone.

Makesureyoubuydifferentkinds,Siphosenkosi

doesn'tlikechicken.Where'sSabelosababakhe?

Lisa:Heremom

Me:OhIdidn'tseeyou.

Buhle:Iwantpie

Me:ButBuhlebenkosi,youalwaysbegtodiffer.

Comewithme

Shestoodup,she'ssoshort.Igetthatshe'sjusta

yearandafewmonthsoldbutshe'sreallyshort

you'dsayshe'sjustmonthsor9.

Kwenzo:Iwantpieandpizza



Sipho:Metoo.

Iswearthosearethefirstwordsthisboyhassaid

sinceyesterday.Hedoesn'ttalkthatmuch,even

whenyoutryhavingaconversationwithhimhejust

looksatyouandnods.Helovesignoringme,I

literallyhavetocallhimmorethan10timesthenhe

showsup,doesn'tevenrespond.Ifhrcouldcount,I'd

swearhefirstgetsto10thencomes.He'sfatheris

alwaysdefendinghimandsayshetalksalot.

Siphosenkosiisjustweird,myweirdbaby.Theyget

alongverywellwithMasande,Iguessitsbecauseof

theirshadycharacters.Oh!Thentheres

KwenzokuhleandNgcebo,Idon'tevenwanttotalk

aboutthatbond.Iwonderhowthesekidswillbe

whentheyareteenagers.Thedrama!Iwarmedup

theirpiesintheoven,it'sagoodthingwehadfrozen

piesinthefreezer.Theyatewhilewewaitedforthe

pizzatobedelivered.ItcameandIdidn'tgivethem.

Theyjusthadpies.Afterafewhourswehaditfor

supper,wealsoorderedburgersfromsteerssince

MayibongweandNkosicomplainedthattheywon't

befulliftheyjusteatpizza.Iactuallymisshaving



LusandaandNongceboaround,Lusandaisin

Limpopo,it'sworkrelated.Nongceboisatherown

housebeingQueenonanotherKingdom.Itsbeena

whilesinceshevisited.Thetwinsbirthdayiscoming

upsoon,Ishouldstartplanningit.ThisthingofLisa

beingborninDecember,nowitwillbeliketheyare

ofthesameage.She'sgoingtobeturning3in

December.Aftersupperweallseparatedandwent

toourhouses.Ihaditrenovatedandextended.So

thekidsroomcouldbebiggerandIcouldhavea

biggerclosetbecauseallIdoisshop.Nkosinathi

finishedtakinghisshowerafterIputthekidsto

sleep.

Nkosi:Comehere

Me:GetdressedthenI'llcome.

HewalkedclosetomeandIkeptonmovingback.I

reachedadeadend,Iwasnowatthecorner.He

kissedmyneckandIfeltmykneesgoweak.Whyis

hedoingthistome?Hesqueezedmybumtightly

andImoanedalittle.Afterthat,wemadeloveright

there.HetookmepassionatelyandIfelthislove

witheachandeverythrust.Idugmyhandsinhis



backandkeptonbitinghisneckleavinglovebites

onit.AfterweweredonewelaidonthebedandI

hadmyheadonhischest.

Nkosi:RememberwhatVulamasangosaid?

Me:Abouttheunbornheirofthethrone?

Nkosi:Yes.You'restillgoingtobepregnant,Ididtell

youthetwinsweren'tthelastbabiesyou'rehaving.

Me:I'msureyou'rehappyaboutthat.Howdoyou

thinkKwenzokuhleandSiphosenkosiwillfeelabout

this?WelltechnicallyKwenzoisthefirstsonandhe

mightgrowandthinkhe'lltakethethrone.

Nkosi:They'llknow,ourkidsaresmartandvery

close.Thatsagoodthingbecauseonewillnotenvy

whattheotherhas.Itsweirdthatthethronewillbe

takenbytheyoungestbutthey'llallbeequally

treatedandI'lltrainthemallthesameway.Asmuch

ashewillbeKing,they'llallleadthisKingdom

together.

Me:Thatsagoodidea.Theyaresmartandwillbe

goodleadersjustliketheirfather.Don'tbeharshon

mysonsplease.



Nkosi:Iwon't,Iwon'tbesoftonthemandIwontbe

harshonthem.Theydoneedtolearnthewaysof

ourKingdomandthehavedutiestofulfilland

undergothroughouttheirlives.Therearethingsthat

Idon'twantthemtogothrough,I'llprotectthemand

dorightbythem.ItswhatIalwayspromisedmyself.

Me:Yourfatherspoketometheotherday,Ithinkhe

regretsthewayhewentaboutwiththingswhilehe

raisedyou.

Nkosi:Heraisedmethesamewayhewasraised.

Hefollowedthesamepathasmygranddad,whichis

somethingIwon'tdo.It'stoolateforhimtoregret

thingsnow

Me:Younotmadathimright?Youguysstillhave

timetomakethingsright.Behisson,callhimand

talktohim.Tellhimeverythingyoufeel.Justmake

thingsrightbetweenthetwoofyou.

Nkosi:I'mnotatfaultsoIwon'tdothat.

Me:Nkosinathi,you'rebothatfault.I'veseenhimtry

hisbestbyyouandyousoquicktojustshuthimout.

Justletgoofthegrudgeinsideofyou,itwillhelpthe



bothofyou.

Nkosi:I'lltry.Nowsleep

Me:Youjustwanttoendthisconversation

Nkosi:I'mgladyougotthemessage.

Ipinchedhimandwewentonandtalkedabout

somethingelse.HekeptoncommentingonhowI

beatupNdiphiwe,aslongasheandMayibongwe

live,Iwillnotheartheendofit.Shereallydeservedit

andIwasjusttiredofher.I'llsleepwithahugesmile

onmyfacewiththemanIlove.Iamandwillforever

behisoneandonlywife.IamMrsMkhize,Iwillnot

sharethatwithanyoneelse.

#NNBBF

Hopeyouenjoy

Suggestpagetofriendsandfriend'soffriends

Pleaselikeandcomment

[1/11,00:13]Tatenda:Insert75

WeleftLangelihlelastnightandwearrivedearlythis



morning.Thekidswillskipschooltodaybecause

theyareexhaustedfromthelongtrip.Whenwegot

homeItuckedthemintobedandalsowenttotakea

littlenap.AftersometimeIwaswokenupbyacall

fromNkosinathi.Heimmediatelywenttoworkafter

wearrived.

Me:Mmmmh

Nkosi:You'restillasleep?Sorryfordisturbingyou.

Me:It'sokay,whyareyoucalling?

Nkosi:DoIneedareasontocallmywife?

Me:Noyoudon't

Wetalkedforawhileandheaskedmetocometo

theoffice.Iwokeup,tookashowerandgotdressed.

Me:Kids,whendidyouwakeup?

Emihle:Awhileago.Wedidn'twanttowakeyouup.

Sinceyouwerealsotired

Me:Wantsomethingtoeat?

Kwenzo:AuntGloriaalreadymadeussomethingto

eat.Buticecreamwouldbefinethankyou.



Me:WhereisBuhleandLisa?

Emihle:Playroom.

Iwenttotheplayroomandtheywereplaying

dollyhouse.Theyalsowantedicecream.Iserved

themtheiricecreamwithchocolatesyrup.Imade

myselffruitsaladandwewatchedcartoons.The

helperswerecleaningarondthehouseandothers

werecleaningthegardenandplantingnewtrees.

There'saplacethathasgrownflowers,theyarevery

beautifulbutIcannotgoclosetothematall.I'd

immediatelyhaveanallergicreaction.

Me:I'mleaving,I'llbebackshortly.

Buhle:Yaphimamakhe?(Whereareyougoing?)

HerandSiphostilldostrugglewithsomewords.

Everythinghappenedprettyfastwiththembecause

theystartedwalkingbeforetheyeventurnedayear

old.

Me:I'mgoingtoseedaddy.

Emihle:Canwecomewithyou?

Me:Okay,letmegogetmycarkeysandwe'llgo.



Lisafinishup

Lisa:Yesmom.

Itookmybagandcarkeys.Wentdownstairsand

toldthechefnottopreparesuppertonight.I'llbe

makingsupperformyfamilytonight,it'sbeena

whilesinceItooktheropesinmykitchen.Wegot

intothecar,we'llbeusingmyRangeRover.Aftera

15minutewegottohisworkplace.

Me:Kids,norunning.Thisisdaddiesworkplaceand

youdon'twanttoseemashooligansandmakea

mess.Beonyourbestbehavior,understood?

Theynodded.Thatnodtrulydidn'tseemconvincing

atall.Wegotoutoftheliftandwalkedtogether,I

wascarryingSipho.Theyremainedcalmand

collected,therewasn'tanyrunningatall.Iguess

theydidmeanitwhentheynodded.Thatallended

whentheysawtheirfathercoming.Hewaswalking

withsomeseriousbusinessmen.Ohgod!"Daddy!!!!"

Theyrantohim,evenSiphogotoffmeandrantohis

father.ThesmileonNkosinathifaceashepickedup

eachoneofthem,threwthemintheairandwentto



thenext.Hejustforgotaboutbeingatworkand

infrontofhisemployeesandthesefreakishly

importantmen.Iwalkedovertothemand

Nkosinathikissedmycheek.

Me:GoodDayGentlemen.

TheyallgreetedbackasIcollectedmyflockandwe

walkedtohisoffice.

Me:Butyouguyssaidyouwouldn'trun.

Lisa:Wesawdaddy.

Kwenzo:Wegotexcitedmomsorry.

Thesekidsseetheirfathereachandeverydayof

theirlives.Notrunningforjustadaynotevenaday,

afewminutes.IwasonmyphonewhenNkosinathi

walkedinandthrewhisblazeronthecouch.Folded

hisshirtsleevesandunbuttonedonebuttononhis

shirt.Ikeptonswallowingmysaliva.Icouldfeelmy

pantiesgettingwetandIwasjustseriouslydrooling

overmyman.Pullyourselftogether!Iblinkedtwice

andhesmiledatmewhilebusyhelpingKwenzotie

hisshoe.Afterthathecametositnexttome,heput

hisheadonmythighs.Whatisthismandoingtome?



Nkosi:Thankyouforcomingwiththekidshere.I've

missedthem

Me:WelltheyinsistedoncomingsoIhadtocome

withthem.Theypromisedtheywouldn'trunbutthey

didotherwise.

Nkosi:Kidswillbekids,whowantssomepizza?

Therewerelotsof"Ido"comingoutandEmihle

orderedthepizza.Mychildhasgrownsomuch.

She'llbeturning11inDecember,Idon'twantherto

becomeateenager.Itsalljusthappeningsofast.

She'sevengrowinghipsandshesbecomingmoreof

myshape.

Nkosi:SoIneedadvice,I'vebeenthinkingalotlately.

YouknowwithmyfathersteppingdownandIhave

totakeuphispositionplusjusthavingtwomonths

tosortthingsout,thatstoolittletimeandtheresalot

ofpressureforme.IknowonceI'mKingespecially

intheearlydaysofit,I'llhavealottodoanditwill

needmyfullattention.Ihaveahugecompanytorun

anditalsodoesrequiremyfullattention.WhichI

don'tthinkI'llbeabletodoboth.SoIwasthinkingof



sellingit.

Me:Youcannotdothat.Nkosinathithisisyour

company,youstarteditfromscratchandyoudidit

withoutanyonehelpingyou.Mkhizethisisyour

legacy,youbuiltthisempireforourchildren.I'mnot

goingtoallowyoutosellthiscompany.Itisyours

anditshouldn'tbeanyoneelse's.

Nkosi:Ineededtoconsultwithyousinceyou'remy

partner.Icannotsellthiswhentheshareholder

doesn'twantmeto.

Me:Whatshareholder?Sincewhendidyougeta

partnerinthisbusiness?

Nkosi:Sincewegotmarried,Igaveyou50%ofthe

business.

Me:Whatareyoutalkingabout?Howdidthat

happen?

Nkosi:Imadeithappen.You'remywife,whatsmine

isyours.

Me:Thisiscrazy.Whywouldyoudothat,itisyour

company!



Nkosi:Idon'tgetwhyyou'regettingupsetoverthis.

Me:Whydidn'tyoutellme?

Nkosi:BecauseIwasafraidthiswillhappen,Iknew

you'dsayno.

Me:Moveyourhead

Nkosi:No

Me:Nkosinathimove!

Kwenzo:Mommydon'tshoutatdaddy.

Nkosi:Tellher,Sheneedstorelax.

Kwenzo:Youneedtorelaxmom.

Emihle:Takeachillpill.

Heh!Ngyalingwangsehlanevandag!Isatdown.

BreathNaye,Breath.

Me:Mkhize

Nkosi:Motherofmybabies

Me:Youcannottakesuchdrasticdecisionswithout

meknowing.Youdidthisbehindmyback,without

meknowingandgivingyouthegoahead.Wheredid



yougetmysignature?

Nkosi:IknowyoursignaturesoIsignedonyour

behalf.

Me:That'sillegal.

Nkosi:Butlegalinmyterms.Babestopmakingabig

dealoutofthis,itsnothingokay.

Ichosetojustkeepquietandnotsayanythingelse

becauseitwon'tchangeanything.Thisguyhas

alreadydonethiswithoutmyapprovalandIknowfor

afactthathedoesn'tseethisasabigdealandhe

willnotmakeanychanges.Thepizzaarrivedandwe

allsatdownandate.Afterthatwecleanedupandit

wastimeforustoleavesinceNkosihadan

importantmeetinghehadtoattendto.Onourway

outwebumpedintoPhilasande.

Me:MrNgcobo

Phila:MrsMkhize,heykids!

Wetalkedforawhileandhewasalsoofftothe

meeting.WegottotheundergroundparkingandI

justhadanuneasyfeeling.Ilookedaroundand



strappedthekid'sseatbelts.SiphoandBuhlewerein

theirbabycarseatsandIstrappedthem.Ialways

makesureEmihleandKwenzokuhlearesittingon

thesidesandtheyareinthemiddle.Ilockedall

doorsandallwindows.Istarteddrivingslowly.I

noticedablackVolvohasbeenfollowingme.Itook

twoturnsanditwasstillfollowingme.Iincreased

myspeedsoIcouldloosethem.

Me:Kids,seattightly.Makesureyouholdontothe

littleones.

Idrovereallyfast,I'mgoingtoloosewhoever's

followingme.I'mnotgoingtogohome,onethingto

youshoulddowhenyou'rebeingfollowedisto

NEVERgohome.Youcannotleadthemtowhere

youstay,it'slikeinvitingdangertoyourownhome.I

triedcallingNkosi,arghhisinthatmeetingagain.

Hisphoneisoff.IcalledThabo

Thabo:MaHlase

Me:I'mbeingfollowed.

Thabo:Whichcarareyouusing?

Me:RangeRover



Thabo:Black?

Me:Yes

Thabo:Presstheyellowbuttononyourbottomleft.

Me:Whatisitfor?Icannotdodangerousthingsnow

I'mwiththekids.

Thabo:Justpressitandloosethem.

Ipressedthebuttonandputthecallonloudspeaker.

Thabo:HeadtoHQ

Me:Withthekids?

Thabo:Yes.You'llfindMphoandJabualreadythere.

I'monmywaytoo.

Iwonderwhatallthesebuttonsareforandwhatthe

oneIjustpressedisfor.Buhlestartedcrying.Not

nowmybaby!

Me:Ssshwhyareyoucrying?

Ihadtoslowdownabit.

Emihle:MomDrive!Therearemorecarscoming.I'll

takecareofBuhle.Drivemom



Inoddedanddroveoff.Attimelikethese,you

seriouslyneedBelinda'scrazydrivingskills.Thatgirl

driveslikeasportcarracer.Afteraboutanhour,I

lostthem.Iparkedandcheckedmykids.

Me:Youallokay?

Kwenzo:Yesmom.

IgotacallfromNkosinathi.

Me:Hello

Nkosi:Whereareyou?I'mattheHeadQuarter'sbut

you'renothere.

Me:I'msomewherearoundMorningside,I'llbethere

in15mins.

Nkosi:Thekidsaresafe?

Me:Yes.

IendedthecallanddroveofftoHQ.Parkedand

signedin.Nkosinathirushedtousasweentered.

Me:We'reokay.Justgetthekidsoutofhere.

Mpho:Followme,Kabeloisalsohere.



Theywenttotheplayroom,don'task.There'sa

playroomineachandeveryhouseandwarehouse

weown.

Me:Whowasfollowingme?

Jabu:Dambaza.

Me:Whoisthat?

Nkosi:He'saftermycompany.Thingis,wedon't

knowhim.

Me:How

Kamo:Wedon'tknowhowhelooks,whereishe

frometc

Me:Howdoyouknowhe'safteryourcompany?

Nkosi:Hee-mailedittome,hewantstobuyitfor10

billion,cash.

Me:Nosuch,tellmeyou'rekidding.

Mpho:Wewishwewere.We'lllookmoreintoit.

Jabu:Ithinkheprettymuchmighthavethe10billion,

lookatthis.Hissocialmediaplatforms,hemakes

surehedoesn'tputanyofhispicturesbutdoes



showhiswealth.

Therewerepicturesofhishouses,hisbedfullof

moneyandwardrobehadstashesonmoney.

Nkosi:Hemightberichbutheisn'tgettingmy

company.Howdarehefollowsmywifeandkids?He

hasclearlymessedwiththewrongguy.Hedoesn't

knowwhohe'sdealingwith.

Me:Babe,calmdown.We'refineandhe'snot

someoneyoushouldgetyourselfworkedupabout.

Kamo:Notknowinghimphysicallyisnotgood.He

couldbeanywherearoundus,weshouldbereally

careful.

Thabo:I'llnotifytheothers.Ifthisguywantswar,

thensobeit.

Justwhenthingshadsettleddownandwewere

havingagreatlife,thishappens.Thesemenare

alwaysreadyforwar,evenifyou'dwakethemupat

12amforwarthey'dbefullyequipped.Iwonderwho

thisDambazais.Justwhenweweresittingand

conversatingwhiletheotherswerebusy,Igotan

sms.



Me:Guyslistenup.

Ireadthesmsanditreadasfollows:"Iseeyou'rea

strongwomanwhoalsoknowshowtospinthe

wheel.Soon,YouwillbeQueenofMyKingdom...

K.D."

#NNBBF

WhoisDambazaandwhatisheafter?Hopeyouwill

enjoy

Suggestpagetofriendsandfriend'soffriends

Pleaselikeandcomment

[1/11,00:13]Tatenda:Insert76

Thepasttwodayshavebeenahavoc.Ithasbeen

reallybusyandwe'vebeenspendinghoursatHQ

tryingtogetasmuchinformationaspossible.

Securityhasbeenbeefedupandwedohavemany

bodyguardsfollowingeachofusespeciallyusthe

ladiesandkids.Thekidshavebodyguardswiththem

atschool.LyandaandNkosiactuallywantedallof

themtobehomeschooledbutthatwouldreallybe



unnecessary.We'vealsoalertedMayiandPhelo

sincetheyareinJHBandwe'vealertedThapelo,

SbahleandNcebatoo.Ifthisguyisafter

Nkosinathi'sempireandbelongings,hedoesknow

whichpeopletogettowhichmeanswe'reallnot

safeatall.Nkosinathitriestobehisnormalselfbut

it'sdifficultforhim.Hewantstomakesurewe'reall

safe,hekeepsthechildrenhappy.Buyingthemtoys,

fastfoods,junkandplayingwiththem.Watching

movieswiththemandhespendstimewiththem

everychancehegets.Theywentoutwiththeguys

earlythismorningandtheyhaven'treturnedever

since.TheothergirlsareatHQwhileSiya,BeeandI

areatthemallbuyinglunchforeveryone.Whilewe

werewaitingstandinginthelineatSausageSaloon

behindusstoodoneofNkosi'sbusinessassociates

andanothermannexttohim.IthinkitsMrMadibaif

I'mnotmistaken.

MrM:MrsMkhize,whatapleasuretoseeyou.

ThebodyguardscamecloserandSiyatoldthem

we'refine.

Me:MrMadibaright?



MrM:Theoneandonly.SendmygreetingstoMr

Mkhize.

Me:Willdo.

Theguynexttohimsmiled,hewasveryhandsome

bytheway.Hehadafreakishlygorgeoussmile,even

Beecouldn'tstoplookingathim.Yeswearemarried

butnotblind.Heisveryhandsome

Him:It'snoteverydaythatyouseeawealthyand

successfulwomanstandinginthelineataSausage

Saloon.Ithoughtstandinginlineswouldn'tbeyour

thing.Youalllookbeautifulbytheway.

Bee:Wedon'tmindstandinginlinesandthankyou

verymuch.You'renottoobadyourself.

Siya:He'snotbadatall.

Him:Mythanksladies.I'mflattered,MadibaI'llwait

foryouinthecar.I'vegotacalltomake.

Hewavedgoodbyetousandleftusstandingthere.

Siya:Damn,Godhasbeautifulcreations.

Bee:Philawouldkillyouifhewouldhearthat.



Siya:I'dbesixfeetundergroundItellyou.

Welaughedandboughtwhatwewanted.After

gettingeverythingweneededwewentbacktoHQ.

Belinda:Ittookyousolong.

Zandy:Thepregnantone'sshouldbesayingthat,not

you.

Belinda:Butstill,Ialsogethungrytoo.

Me:Betternotsayyou'repregnant,Sbahlewillreally

thinkwe'rebabymakingmachines.

Zee:Ijustwantthenext7monthstojustpassbylike

thewind.

Bee:I'mgladI'mgivingbirthnextmonth.Itwillbe

oversoon.

Siya:Heh!Wesawthisveryhandsomeguyatthe

mall!Hewasdrippn'Itellyou.

Me:Pitywedidn'tgethisname.Thewayhewalked!

Bee:PerfectlyfinecreationofthemercifulGodwe

serve.

Ntoko:Youhoes,I'msureyourpantieswerewet.



Me:Noitdidn'tgetthatfar,onlymymandoesthat

tome.

Welaugheditoffandcontinuedeatingwhilehaving

ourrandomconversations.Aftersometimewewere

doneandIclearedthetablewewereusing.

Ngamso:Guys,IthinkIgotDambaza'spictures.

Sneh,saveitonyourcomputerbeforeIlooseit.

Password:K.D4577.Hurry

Sneh:Gotit.

Me:Yougirlsworkyourmagic.WhenI'mdonehere

I'llcomesee.

Iwasstillsweepingthefloorandcleaningaround.

Bee:Stopbeingahousewifeandgetyourassover

here.

Me:I'llcomenownow

Siya:Nayecome.

Iwenttothemandlookedatthecomputersscreen...

Thiscan'tbe!It'shim!Hewasstandingrightnextto

us,talkingtous.



Ntoko:Whyyouactinglikeyoujustseenaghost?

Me:Thisis...thisisDambaza?

Kamo:Yesitis

Siya:Heisthefreakishlygorgeous,goodlooking,

God'screationweweretalkingabout.

Zandy:Youlie!

Me:Iwishitwasalie.

Belinda:Heissortasexy.

Wealllookedatheratonce.

Belinda:What?Youguysweredroolingoverhimjust

now.

Siya:Thatwasbeforeweknewwhohewas.

Me:CallNkosinathinowandtellthemtocomeback.

Wehavealottodo

Ngamso:Idon'tlikeseeingthoseeyes.Theymean

war

Me:AndI'maboutWar.

Zandy:She'sbreathingfire.Youlooksomuchlike



yourhusbandrightnow.

Kamo:ImakesureI'mnotevennearhimwhenhe's

angry.Hebecomessomethingelse.

Me:Justmakethecallguys.

Sneh:I'llputitonspeaker.

Itrangafewtimesandthenheanswered

Nkosi:MaMkhize,talktome.

Me:IthinkwefoundDambaza

Kamo:Shedoesn'tthinkso,wedidfindhispictures.

Mpho:We'llbetherein2mins.

Theyendedthecallandwesatthereinsilence.

Siya:Icannotbelievethisguywasrightnexttous

andwehadnoclueit'sourenemy.

Me:Notknowinghowhelookswasadownfallforus.

Theymarchedin,oneaftertheother.Nkosinathiwas

thelastonetowalkin.Itsfunnyhowhe'sthetallest

ofthemall.Mymanjusthasthatthingabouthim,I

cannotpinpointitbuttheresjustthatthing.



Athi:Wegothereassoonaswecould.Fillusin

Sneh:SoBee,SiyaandNayewenttothemallearlier

ontogetusfood.Whentheycamebacktheytoldus

theymetthishandsomeguy.Sowhenwe...

ShewascutoffbyNkosinathi,heturnedandlooked

atme.WhathaveIdonenow?

Nkosi:Handsomeguy?

Bonga:Soyouseehandsomeguysnow?

Me:Really?That'snotthewholepointherewehave

moreimportantthingstodiscussthenusseeing

handsomeguys.

Bee:Stopbeinginsecure,wenotblind.Wesee

handsomeguysalmosteverydaybutwe'restillwith

you.Itsnotlikeyoudon'tseefineassandgood

lookingbodiesdaily.Justlethercontinue

IsawBonga'sjawclenching.Whatswiththeseguys

really?Theyshouldreallystopbeingthisinsecure.

Sneh:AsIwassaying,whileweweretalking

NangamsotoldusshefoundDambaza'spictures

andsheshowedus



Jabu:ThehandsomeguyisDambaza?

Kamo:Yes.Wediscoveredthisaftertheylookedat

thepicture.

Mpho:Showusthepicture

Snehshowedthemthepictureandtheywere

studyingit.

Siya:There'smoretoit.

Phila:Whatdoyoumean?

Me:Nkosinathi,hewaswalkingwithoneofyour

businessassociates.Idon'tremeberifhewasyour

clientoryourpartnerinsomecontract.

Nkosi:Who?

Me:MrMadiba

Phila:TheeMrMadiba?

Me:Yes.

Lubah:Whoisthat?

Phila:Webothonceworkedwithhim.

Nkosi:He'spartofthebusinessdealwejustgot.



He'sthemajorone,theonewhopresentedthe

businessdeal.

Phila:Buthewasn'tthere.

Nkosi:Didyoureadthedocuments?

Phila:No

Nkosi:Ithoughtsoaswell.

Myphonebeepedtwice,Ilookedatit.StupidMTN

Sms's.Thisisnotagoodtimeforthat.Itbeeped

again,thesmsreadasfollows:"Iseeyouthinkyou

knowme,you'dbeafooltobelievethat"the

handsomeguy"wasme.You'renotassmartasI

thoughtMrsMkhize.Mynewbusinesspartner,Ilook

forwardtoworkingwithyou...KD"

Me:Nkosinathi,whoelseknowsaboutyouowning

50%ofyourcompany?

Nkosi:Mylawyer,whichisBonga.Wellandthey

knownowsinceyou'vementionedit.

Me:Noelseknows?

Bonga:No.



Me:Lookatthis.

IgavethemmyphoneandIcan'thelpbutwonder

howthisguyisdoingallthis.

Lubah:Takethisnumberandseewhatyoucanfind.

Me:It'sdifferentfromyesterdaysnumber.Hemight

bechanginghisnumbereverydayjustsowecannot

trackhimdown.

Nkosi:We'redealingwithasmartpersonhere.Not

thedumbidiotswe'vedealtwithbefore.

Me:He'sgoingtobeatoughcase.Weneedtoalert.

Nkosi:ItseemsasifheknowsalotaboutNaye,

she'shismaintarget.She'susinghertogettome,

thatsawrongmove.

Me:Whatdowedo?

Nkosi:You'rebackintheforceuntilwedealwiththis.

Ngamso:Wait,by"You're"youmean?

Nkosi:Allofyou.

Zandy:Yessir!



Nkosi:Don'tgettooexcited.Weneedaplan

Jabu:Agoodone.

Mpho:Followmegents.Ladies,yougohomeand

packeverythingyou'llneedforthenexttwoweeks.

Belinda:Youthinkwe'lltakehimdowninjusttwo

weeks?

Lyanda:Wehopeso.

Lubah:Calltheothers,theyneedtocomedown

immediately.

Me:Willdo.

WegotontoourphonesandcalledtheMayi,

ThapeloandSbahle

Me:Sbahleisn'tansweringherphone.

Zandy:She'sprobablyinclass.I'llgofetchher.

Me:I'llfetchthelittleone'sattheirpreschool

Ntoko:I'llfetchtheprimaryschoolkids.

Nkosi:Weinthistogether

Us:Alwaysandforever.



WeallwentourseparatewaysbutBeewaswithme.

Shecannotdriveherselfsoshecamewithme.Zee

wentwithhersister,Sneh.Wepickedupthelittle

one'sandwenttomyhouse.

Me:MamGloria!

MamGloria:Yesmam

Me:Ineedyoutopackthechildrensclose,packfor

threeweeks.Asksomeoneelsetohelpyou.I'llbe

packingforthetwins

Bee:Threeweeks?

Me:Justbeingsafe.

IgotacallfromZandy.

Zandy:IcannotfindSbahle.

Me:DidyouaskPamelawheresheis?

Zandy:Shesaidshewaswaitingforoneofusto

come,shesaysshethinksshe'sindanger.Shewas

forcedintoaBlackVolvo.

Me:GetPamelaonthephonenow.Pamela!Pamela!

Pam:SisNaye



Me:Didyouseeandmemorizethenumberplate?

Pam:Itookapictureofit.

Me:Sendmethatpicture.MakesureZandytakes

youhome,donotusetheroadyouusuallytakeokay?

Pam:YesSis.

Iendedthecall.

Me:Letsgo.

Bee:Thepacking?

Me:Thatcanbearranged.MamGloria,packfor

everyoneplease.Weneedtogo,Jomowillcome

fetchtheclothes.

Bee:Kids,comewe'releavingnow.Wegotintothe

caranddroveoff.

Me:CallBabakaKabelo.

Shecalledhimandputhimonloudspeaker.

Me:Youallthere?

Mpho:Someofus,yourhusbandisheretoothough

ifitshimthatyouneed.



Me:SbahlewasforcedintoablackVolvo,Ithink

theytookher.Idon'twanttousetheword

KidnappedbecauseI'llloosemymind.I'llsendyou

thenumberplateonBee'sphone.Findher!

Nkosi:Fromnowonwards,don'tuseyourphone.

Me:It'salreayoff,Idisabledthetracker.ButIwon't

getridofit.

Nkosi:Good.Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo.Don'tcomebackhomewithout

her,understood

Mpho:YesMam.

Wedroveofftothesafehouseandthekidswere

alreadytherewithKamoandBelinda.

Me:Theothers?

Belinda:Ontheirwayhere,Ntokozoisinthe

bathroom.

Me:Okay.

Zandycameinandshelookedlikeamess.

Me:Don'tworry,they'llfindher.



Zandy:Icannotlooseher.

Me:Youwon't.

Kamo:Letspreparesupper.

Theothersalsoarrivedandwepreparedsupper.

Afterabout4hourslater,wehadalreadyputthekids

tosleep.Wehardlyatebutatleastwehave

somethinginourstomachs,noonehadanappetite

really.Kamohasbeenstuckonherlaptopsincewe

gothere.Therewassomeoneopeningthedoor.

ThabocameincarryingSbahle.Zandywentrunning

tothemandwefollowed.

Zandy:Issheokay?

Thabo:Yessheis.She'sjustasleep,I'llputheron

herbed.Sheneedstorest,she'shadalongday.

Me:Whathappened?

Danny:Theykidnappedherbutshemanagedtorun

away.Wefoundherusingthebracelet,itwashard

becauseshehadranreallyfarbutwefoundher

eventually.

Zandy:I'llmakehersomethingtoeat.



NkosiwalkedinandwentstraighttoourroomandI

followedhim.Webothtookashowerinsilence.Igot

dressedintomynightwearandputagownon.I

wentdownstairstosaygoodnighttoeveryoneand

getsomebottledwater.WhenIcamebacktobedhe

wasalreadytuckedintobedandpretendingtobe

asleep.Igotinandheldhimbuthemoved.

Nkosi:Iwanttosleep.

Iletgoofhimandfacedtheotherdirection.Ifelt

himholdmeafterawhileandhehadahuge

erection.WekissedforawhileandIgotontopof

him.Iwantedhim,Iwantedhiminsideofme.He

pushedmeawayandsatup.

Me:Whyareyoupushingmeaway?

Nkosi:Iwantyou,Ireallydo.Lookatmyerection,it's

reallybadbutIcannotdothattoyouagain.I'mina

badstateandwhatI'ddotoyouwouldn'tbelove.I

don'twanttogobackthere,Idon'twanttowakeup

andcannotevenlookatyoubecauseofthebruises

you'llhaveonyourbodybecauseofme.Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo.Let'ssleep,justholdme.



Welaidonthebedandheheldme,Iclosedmyeyes

andhekissesmyforehead.

"I'LLPROTECTYOUANDTHEKIDS,EVENIFIT

MEANSLOOSINGMYLIFE."Hewhisperedtome

beforeIfellasleep.
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Iwasstillsleepingsopeacefullywhensomeone

wokemeup.Iturnedanditwasn'tNkosinathi,he

wasn'tinbed.ItwasKamo.

Me:What'sthetime?

Kamo:4am

Me:Wtf!Whyareyouwakingmeupatthistime?

AndwhereisNkosinathi.



Kamo:We'realldownstairs,wearsomethingproper.

ShethrewmeasummerdressandIworeitquickly

andwenttowashmyface.Idon'tknowwhythehell

amIbeingwokenupsoearly.Thisisjustshitreally.

Icamedownstairsandtheywereallsittinginacircle

andeveryonelookingatme.

Me:Whatyouwokemeupforbetterbedamn

important.

Kamo:Comestandnexttomeplease,Dannybring

thedetector.

Me:What'sthat?

Shewroteanote"I'lltellyouaboutitafterwe're

done"

Itwaslikethosedetectingmachinesatanairport

lookingfordrugsandstuff.CantheyreallythinkI

gotdrugsonmeorsomething?Thisisirritatingand

what'smoreirritatingisthesounditsmaking.She

cametomybackwithanothersmallmachinewhich

stuckonmybacknearmybackbone.

Me:Ouch!



Kamo:Sorry,Dannypresstheredbutton.

Hepresseditandithurtalittlethenitstopped.

Kamo:Iknewit!

Thabo:Babeitwouldbebetterifyouinformedus

whatallofthisisabout?You'vebeenbusywiththis

allnightlong.

Bee:Wereallydonotappreciatewakingupat4am.

Shewasn'tevenlisteningtousthrowingcomplaints.

Kamo:Where'sSbahle?

Zandy:She'sasleep.

Kamo:Wakeherup,bringherhereandZandy,donot

talk.Writewhatyouhavetosaydownifthere'sa

needforyoutotalk.

Zandy:Okay.

She'sbeingveryweirdandgeeky.Whenevershe's

busyshejustturnsintosomethingwedonotknow.

ItsherownlittleworldandImustsay,she'sgoodat

whatshedoes.Sbahlecameandshealsowent

throughthesameprocessesasIdid.Kamofinally



stoodup,wellitseemsasifshe'sabouttoexplain.

Kamo:Athi,weneedoperatingequipmentslike

scissors,needlesetc,allthosescarythingsyouuse

whenoperatingsomeone.SbahleandNaye,thisis

goingtoreallyhurtbutitsworthit?

Sbahle:CanItalknow?

Kamo:Yes.I'vemanagedtoshutdownwhatwas

plantedonyourbacks.ThatshowDambazaisable

tohearwhatwetalkaboutandwherearewe.We

needanewsafehousecauseheprobablyknows

wherewearerightnow.

Mpho:Thisplaceisuntraceable,itdeactivatesall

systemsbesidestheone'sthatworkhere.

Kamo:Okaythenwesafeonthatpart.Butthose

devicesneedtobetakenout,immediatelybefore

theydomoredamage.

Nkosi:Whatdoyoumeanmoredamage?

Kamo:Itsverysmallmechanismwhichstaysrightin

thefleshwithoutbeingseen.Onlyafewhavebeen

inventedandtested,itseasytolocateitusinga



detector.

Bee:Howwillheseeitwhenheremovesit?

Kamo:IneedtogomeetupwithsomeoneIwork

with,hehasmoreinformationaboutthisandsome

equipmentthatwillreallyhelpus.WhatIknowis

thatthisDambazaguyisn'tjustsmartbuthehas

goodtechnicalresources.It'seitherhetiredthebest

IT'sorsomething.I'mleavingnow

Thabo:I'llcomewithyou

Athi:I'llgofetchwhatyouneed.

IjustsatdownandNkosicamewithabowlthathad

asliceofcakeandicecream.

Me:Thankyou

Nkosi:Youscared?

Me:YesIam.

Nkosi:Don'tbe,I'mhereforyou.

Me:Iheardwhatyousaidlastnight...Doyouthink

you'llloseyourlife?

Nkosi:Toosoontotell.Don'tworryaboutme.



Hestoodupandwentoutside,Bonga,Philaand

Lubahfollowedhim.

Lyanda:Thisisn'teasyonhim.WhenNkosiislike

thishefeelsuselessandthat'snotagoodthing

becausewhenhe'slikethis,hedoesn'tthinkstraight.

Hejustacts

Me:Heisn'tuselessthough,whatwillhelphim?I

don'twanthimtofeelthatway.

Mpho:Onlyyoucanhelphim.Idon'tthinkthere's

anythingelsethatcouldhelphim

Me:Howthough?

Lyanda:Wedon'tknow

Zee:Maybecomforthimorgivehimsexorsay

somethingsweet.

Theyweremakingmeevenmoreclueless.Ijustlaid

onthecouchandlookedattheceiling.Whyisthis

happeningandwhatamIgoingtodo?Tearsfell

frommycheeksandIjustletthem.Nkosinathicame

andsatinfrontofme.

Nkosi:Youhardlyevercrylately,don'tstartcrying



now.Ineedyou,Ineedyoutobestrongforme.We

bothneedtobestrongandconquerallthis.Wipeof

yourtears,they'llmakemeweak.

Ilaughedathim,hewasbeingveryseriousthough.I

wipedoffmytearsandsatup.

Nkosi:Nowcomewithme,whatAthiwilldotoyou

willbeabitpainfulbutit'sforthebest.You'remy

stronggirlright?

Me:YesIam.

Nkosi:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Wewalkedintoanotherroomwithhim,Sbahleand

Mpho.AthiandZeewerealreadythere.

Sbahle:Can'tyoulikedrugmeandputmetosleep

orsomething?

Athi:No.Laydown,itwillonlybeforafewminutes.

Sbahle:Ifeelsoscared.

Nkosi:Don'tbe,everythingwillbeokay.Afterafew

hourswewerebothdoneandnybackwasvery



painful.AtleastthebugwasoutandKamowasbusy

workingandNkosiwasnowheretobefound.He

quicklyleftwithMphobutMphocamebackalone.

Me:Whereishe?

Lubah:Idon'tknow

Mpho:Ireallydon'tknowtoo.

IwasgettingworriedbutIchosetotrusthimashe

alwaysasksmeto.Ichosetobestrongforhimand

havefaithinhim.Iwentupstairsandthekidswere

alreadyup.

Me:Morningeveryone!!

Ngcebo:Whenarewegettingfood?

Kwenzo:I'msohungry

Me:Allyoutwoeverthinkofisfoodandbeing

naughty.Letsgohavebreakfast

Luthando:I'mnothungry

Me:Butyoudohavetoeatbabygirl.

Theyallgotoftheirbedsandfollowedmetothe

kitchen.



Phila:Weneedataxitoaccommodateallofyoukids.

Bee:Heyourkidswon'tuseanytaxi's

Athi:Theywill.Actuallythey'Iluseatrain

Sneh:Never.

WhileweweretalkingPheloandMayiwalkedin

followedbyThapeloandNceba.Ididn'tknowthey

werecomingtoday.

Mayi:Helloeveryone.

WeallgreetedbackandZandydecidedtocomment

onthe"everyone"greetingshealwayswantsher

specialgreeting.

Mayi:Nkosijustsentmeatext,hesayshefound

Dambaza'slocation.

Lyanda:Whereishe?

Mayi:Idon'tknow

Irushedandcalledhim,knowingNkosinathihe'd

justgointherealoneandhellwillbreakloose.He

answered

Nkosi:Mylove,Iwasjustabouttocallyou.He



knowsI'mhere

Me:How?

Nkosi:IcalledhimandtoldhimI'mhere.

Me:Nkosinathiwhatareyougoingtodo?

Nkosi:Icannottellyoubutonlyoneofusisgoingto

comeoutalive.

Jabu:Tellhimwe'recomingthere.Whereishe?

Iputhimonloudspeakerandtheytalkedtohimbut

hedidn'twantthemtocome.Wecouldn'teventrack

himdown.

Me:Nkosinathipleasedontdothis

Nkosi:Ihaveto,IhavetoprotectmyfamilyandI

havetoprotectyou.

Bonga:Nkosinathi,justletushelpyou

Mayi:Please,justtelluswhereyouareandwe'Ill

comearmedandprepared.

Thabo:Youdon'tevenhaveyourgunortoolswith

you



Nkosi:Idon'tneedthose.We'llfightmantoman,fist

onfist.Gents,thisismyownbattle,Ihavetofightit

alone.

Phila:Lethimdoit.

Me:Areyoucrazy!!

Tearswerealreadyflowingfrommyeyes.Icouldn't

controlthemanymore.

Me:Pleasecomeback,pleasedon'tdothis.We'll

givehimeverythinghewantsplease.

Nkosi:Wewon'tgiveupwithoutafightNaye.Gents,

pleasejustletmetalktomywife.

TheysteppedasideandItookthephoneoffofloud

speaker

Nkosi:MaHlase,Iloveyou.I'velovedyoufromthe

dayI'vemetyou.Thankyouforthepreciouskids

thatyou'vegivenme.Thatwasthebestgiftanyone

couldevergiveme.TellthemIlovethemandI'm

doingthisforthem.ThemanI'mabouttofightwith

isaverypowerfulman,Imightnotcomeoutalive.

Foryouandmyfamily,itisworthtakingtheriskfor.



YouknowI'veneverspokenlikethisandI'venever

doubtedmyselfwhengoingtowarbutIseemy

opponentandheisasstrongandpowerfulasIam.

Therecanneverbetwowinnersinabattleoftwo,

onewilldie.IfIdon'tcomebacktonightIknowmy

kidswillbeingoodhands.Bongaknowsthat

everythingIownwillbeyours,Ihaveotherbank

accountswithmoneythatcansustainyouforthe

restofyourlife.Thecompanywillbeyoursandthe

kidswillbewelltakencareoff,youdon'thaveto

workorsellanythingforyoutobeabletolive.

Me:Pleasedon'ttalklikethisplease

Nkosi:Iloveyou.Goodbye.

Heendedthecall.Ifelltothegroundandcried.

Phelo:Getthekidsoutofhere!Theyshouldn'tsee

herlikethis.

Me:Go!Go!Golookforhim!Go!!!

Mpho:PleasecalmdownNayeplease

Athi:Idon'tlikeseeingherlikethis,please,someone

justcalmherdown.Tellhersomethingsweetor



whatNkosilovessayingtoher.

Zee:Athi,sometimesitsreallybetterwhenyoujust

don'tsayanything.

Thetwoofthemstartedarguing,theyarguealot

sinceZeegotpregnant.Athilovesgettingherangry

andtheyargue,buttheyarethebestoffriends.I

don'tknowwhathappenedbutIalsoendedup

laughingatthem

Thapelo:Finally,theressomelight.

Isatdownandtookablanket.AftersometimeI

completelyfellasleep.WhenIwokeupitwas

already8:45pm.

Me:Whydidn'tyouwakemeup?

Belinda:Ithinkitsbestthatyouwereasleep.

Lubah:Gethersomethingtoeat.

Me:I'mnothungry.

Mpho:No,youhavetoeat.

Me:Yessir.

SiyacamewithmyfoodandIate.Iwasactually



reallyhungryandIhadmysecondplate.WhileIwas

eatingIendedupcrying.

Siya:Babepleasedon'tdothistoyourself.

Phelo:Please

InoddedwipedoffmytearsandEmihlecametosit

nexttome.

Emihle:Mybodyhurtsmom.I'mstrugglingwithmy

breathing.Itslikesomeoneisbeatingmeup.

Mayi:Howcouldweforgetthis?Rememberwhat

Vulamasangosaid.She'sconnectedtothebothof

you.

Iheldherandshefellasleepinmyarms.Shewas

veryrestlessandkeptoncrying.Shefinallyfell

asleeppeacefullyandDannywenttoputherinher

bed.Theotherkidswerealsoasleep.Aftermany

hoursNkosiwasstillnotback.Iwaswalkingaround

thehouseandcouldn'tstoppanicking.

Me:Itsalreadyafter1am

Theywereallnowignoringmebecauseeachand

everyminuteIcheckthetime.Italsodoescome



withafewtears.

Mayi:IthinkIjustheardacarpullover.

Me:Areyousure?

Kamo:Yes,Iheardittoo.

IrantotothedooranditwasNkosi'scar.

Me:Nkosinathi!Nkosinathi!

WeallrantothecarandLubahopened.Nkosinathi

wasbadlybeatenup.Icriedsohardastheycarried

himtothehouse.TherewaslightandIcouldsee

thatitwasmorethanIsawoutside.Hewasbadly

injuredandhewasstabbedinnumerousplaces.He

coughedandtriedstandinghisown.Ijuststood

thereandfrozeandwatchedhimashewalkedclose

tome.Hetookeachandeverystepslowlyandyou

couldseethathewasinpain.

Nkosi:Naye

Iwentclosetohimandheremovedhishandsfrom

hischest.ItwasbleedingbadlyandAthirushedto

hisroom.Heheldme,hishandshadbloodandIwas

alsocoveredwithhisblood.Iheldhimandcried.



Me:Lookatwhathedidtoyou.Lookatyourself.

Nkosi:Iloveyou.

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Hegotheavierandheavieronme.

Mayi:Nkosinathi!Nkosinathi!

Ifelltothegroundonmybumashisheadwason

mychest.Hewasslowlylosinghisbreathe.

Me:Nkosinathi!Nkosinathidon'tdothistome.Don't

leaveme!

Nkosi:Goodbye,Iloveyou.

Me:Nkosinathi!
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Havingmanyfriendswhoaresuccessfulandin

differentcareerfieldsreallyhelp.Ireallyappreciate

eachandeveryoneofthembecausewhena

situationcomesup,wehavehelp.Athicalled

paramedicsandasurgeonfromhishospital,Nkosi

wasadmittedinoneoftheroomsinthishouse.I

didn'twanthimtoleavethesafehousebecausewe

allstilldon'tknowwhatwentdownorisitevensafe

forustostepout.Itsbeentwodayssincehewasin

ICU,Idon'tknowhowthingsarebutIkeepon

prayinghe'llbeokay.Thekidswantedtoseehim

yesterdayandIcouldn'tkeepthemfromdoingthat.

Emihlehasbeendownforthepasttwodays,she

doesnteatasmuchasshedidandshe'sjust

sometimesinherownworld.

Me:Wantsomethingtoeat?

Lubah:Itsokay,IamhungrybutI'llmakeitmyself.

You'vebeenonyourfeetsincethemorning.You

needtositandrest

Athi:I'mnothavingfoodmadebyyou,I'drather

order.



Mpho:Thenorder

Me:No,Iwanttocook.Ineedsomethingtokeepme

busyguys.

Siya:I'llhelpyou

Bee:Guys,Idon'tknowwhatsgoingonbutI'mwet

Athi:Maybeyouhorny,Bonga!Yourwifeneedsyou.

Bee:Notthatwetman!

Athi:Youshould'vespecified.

Iquicklywenttohersincetheotherswere

completelycluelessastowhatwasgoingon.

Me:Aahdon'tworry,youjusturinated.ComeI'llhelp

youup.

Bee:HowcomeIdidn'tfeelithappen?

Me:Ithappenstomostwoman.Itsperfectlynormal.

Bongawentwithhertotheirroomsotheycould

freshenup.ItookabucketandscrubsoIcould

cleanupthecouch.

Kamo:Whatareyoudoing?



Me:I'mcleaningthisup.

Lubah:Youdon'thavetodothatNaye.

Me:Iwantto.

Icleaneditup,Iendedupcleaningthewholecouch.

Ichasedthemawayandcleanedthelounge.Itwas

reallydirty.IfeltsomeonecarrymeanditwasMpho.

Me:Whatareyoudoing?

Mpho:Weneedtotalk.

Hemademesitdownonachairinthestudyroom

andhesatinfrontofmeandIfeltasifI'maboutto

beinterrogated.

Mpho:StopdoingthistoyourselfpleaseIbegyou.

Me:What?WhatamIdoing?

Mpho:Stopdealingwithpainlikethis.You'regoing

onlikealunatic,thishouseisspotlesscleanandyou

cleaningandcleaningsomethingthatsnotthere.I

sawyouwipingthattable,onespotfor45minutes.

Naye,don'tdothisplease.Youhaven'twenttosee

Nkosinathisinceyouwentwiththekids.Butstillyou

weren'tyourselfthereandyouliterallyfroze.We



needyou,we'reallnotstrongifoneofusisdown.

Nkosinathiislayingtherefightingforhislife,you're

halfdead,we'renothingwithouttheother,twoare

downandthatmakesallofusdown.Pleasejust

stopdoingthistoyourself,heneedsyouandwe

needyou.

InoddedwhileIwascrying.MphoandIhavethis

bond,wherewetalkaboutanything.He'seasytotalk

to,Iguessit'sbecausewe'rebornonthesame

month?Maybebutwereallycantalkandrelate.

Mpho:Now,gofixyourselfupandlookbeautifulfor

yourhusband.He'sawakeandrightnowyoulook

likeamess,Idon'twantyoutoscarehimoff.

Iquicklystoodupandscreamed.

Me:He'sawake!You'renotfoolingme?

Mpho:I'mnot.Gofixyourselfup,youlookhorrible.

Me:Mxmwhatever.Myhusbandlovesmeeven

whenI'mlikethis.

Mpho:Yeahmaybebutyoudoreallylookugly.Like

I'mbeingveryhonest



Me:You'reevil

Mpho:I'mhonest.

Iwenttomyroomandtookalongshower.Iworea

royalbluedressandcombedmyweaveneatlyand

tieditintoabun.Iwalkedtotheroomwherehewas

atandhewassittingwiththeothers.Thekidsarein

theplayroom.Istoodbythedoorandlistenedto

themastheyjokedaround.Hewasperfectlyfine,he

didlookabitpalebuthewasfine.Hewaswearinga

whitelongsleevetshirtandgreysweatpants.He

sawmeandlookedatme.Ijuststoodthereand

playedwithmyfingers,Ididn'tknowwhattodo.

ShouldIgotohim?Hegotoffthebed,hestruggled

abit,Iguessheisn'tperfectlyfine.Mayitriedhelping

himbutherefused.

Nkosi:Icandothisonmyown.

Nkosinathiisverystubborn.Imarriedavery

stubbornmanwhowantstodothingshimselfand

doesn'twantanyhelp.Hedoeshavepridetoo.He

gotinfrontofmeandheldmyhands

Me:Thelasttimethishappenedyouheldmeand



collapsedonme.Ithoughtyouweredead

Nkosi:I'mimmortalbaby

Pssssh!Thisguy.Likereally?That'swhathe'sgoing

tosay?Igiveup!IlaughedathimandtiptoedsoI

couldbeabletoputmyarmsaroundhisneck.

Nkosi:Getout.Iwannabewithmywife

Lyanda:Ohsoyoujustchasingusout?Justlikethat?

Wowthewonderspussycando

Wealllaughedathimandtheywentout.Heclosed

thedoorandwesatonthebed.

Nkosi:Ihadtodoit,Ihadtodoitforusandforour

family.

Me:Whereishe?

Nkosi:He'sdead.Itoldyouonlyoneofusisgoingto

comeoutalive.

Me:Areyouokay?Don'teverdosomethingcrazy

likethat!

Nkosi:I'msorry.I'mokay,mybackhurts,myleftleg

hurtsandIneedyou.



Me:YouneedmeorMkhizedoes?

Nkosi:Wellboth.

Me:You'llbestrong.Standup,we'regoingtositwith

theothersandwatchamovie.We'llalsocallthekids

Nkosi:I'vemissedthem.

Ihelpedhimaswewalkedtotheelevator,wecannot

usethestairswiththislimpingguyhere.Thekids

werealreadyattheloungeandtherewaslotsof

food.IguessAthididenduporderingfood.Idished

upformyselfandNkosinathisincetheothershad

alreadydishesupandweremunching.Wewere

watchingsomecartoonmoviewhichwasvery

boringbutwediditforthekids.Sabelosababakhe,

BuhlebenkosiandEmihleweresittingwiththeir

father,theyaredaddieslittlegirls.Afterafewhours

ofwatchingCinderella,TangledandBlaze.Beekept

onshiftinguncomfortably

Bonga:Whatswrong?

Bee:IthinkIjusturinatedonmyselfagainormy

waterbroke?I'mnotsurewhatthisisbutithurts!

I'veneverbeenpregnantbeforeandthisisthefirst



andlasttime!

Me:Yourwaterbroke.Justbreatheinandoutslowly.

Iprepsredaroomforherandtheylaidheronthe

bed.

Me:Okayyouguyscangetout.Siya,bringmethose

towels.

Bonga:Iwanttostay

Bee:GetoutBongani!!Getout!!

Woah!Thiswomancanscream.She'sgoingto

totallyblockourears.

Me:Openyourlegs

Bee:Idid

Me:Thisisn'topeningyourlegsBabalwa,justopen

them.

Zandy:Pretendasifyou'reopeningthemfor

Bonganiwhileyouguysarehavingsex,doyouwant

vodka?

Me:Whothehellthoughtit'sagoodideatohave

Zandileinhere?You'redamncrazy.SorryBabalwa



butyou'renotgoingtogivebirthyet.Letswaitfor

anotherhour

Bee:Anhour?Areyoucrazy?

Me:I'llcallyourmantocomecalmyoudown.

Bee:Idon'twanttoseehim

Siya:EvenIwasn'tthisdramaticwhenIgavebirth.

Babalwamntaseyou'redramatic

Bee:I'llstrangleyou.

WecalledBongaandwechilledwhiletryingtocalm

herdown.Afterabout4hoursshewasready.

Me:Okaygentsyoucanleave.

Bonga:IloveyouBabalwa.

Afterafewminutesshefinallygavebirthtoa

beautifulbabygirl.

Me:There'sanotherheadshowing.

Phelo:Whatdoyoumeanbythat?

Me:KeeppushingBabalwa!

Bee:Ican't



Me:Ifyoudon'tpush,youmightloosethisbaby.

Shekeptonpushingandanotherbabygirlcameout.

Me:She'snotbreathingproperly.

AfterafewminutesshestartedcryingandIcleaned

herupaswellandputheronthebreathingpipe

whileIwastryingtogethertemperaturerange.After

awhileshewasabletobreatheonherown.She's

goingtoneedtobemonitored.Wealldidn'tknow

abouther,itdoeshappenattimesthattheother

childcannotbeseenonthescan.Babalwawasnow

holdingbothherbabiesandthegirlswereso

emotional.IwentoutandIfoundBongadrinking

whiskey,welltheywerealldrowningthemselvesin

alcohol.

Me:Nkosinathi,Idon'tthinkyoushouldbedrinking.

AndyouBonganishouldn'tbedrinkingatall,you'll

welcomeyourbabieswithabreathfilledwith

alcohol.

Bonga:Whatdoyoumeanbabies?

Me:Followme



WewentinsideandBongastoodbythedoorand

lookedatBabalwa

Danny:Ithoughtyou'rehavingonebaby.

Nkosi:Ithoughtsotoo.

Bonga:IguessI'madoubleshooter.

Thehowledandmadealotofnoise,theycanbe

suchkidsattimes.

Sneh:Iforgotwehaveanotherbunchof10kidswe

dealwith

Nkosi:Andthosekidsarehungry.

Bongawasnowcarryinghiskids.Itwasavery

beautifulmomentandNkosiwasholdingmetightly

whilekissingmyneck.Itwasaveryspecialmoment

foreveryone.Itslikethesechildrenhavecomewith

loveandpeacetous.Throughoutthestormthatwe

havejustfaced,therearetwospecialsoulsthat

wereborn.BonganamedthemNtandokaziand

Thandokazi.

Nkosi:Thisisbeautiful,itsmakingmewonderhow

thenexttwinsyou'llcarryformewilllook.



Me:Keepwondering,Iwonthaveanothersetof

twins

Nkosi:We'llsee.

Ijustlaughedathimandthekidscametoseethe

babies.Theywereallsoveryexcitedasweallwere.

Indeedithasbeenagoodandblessedday.Therest

ofthenightwasfilledwithlove,laughterandjoy.I

couldn'taskforabetterfamily.
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Weekshavepassed,twomonthsisslowlycomingto

anend.OnlyafewweekdayslefttillNkosinathiis

ordainedasKingofLangelihle.PhelokaziandIare

goingtoLangelihletonight,wehavealottoprepare

andIwillbetaughtandwillsitwithotherQueensof

nearbylandsandthosewhoareinvolvedinbusiness

withLangelihle.It'sjustgoingtobeonehecticweek



sothatswhywe'vedecidedtocallinamasseuse

andhaveafullbodymassage.I'llbeleavingwiththe

twinsandLisa.EmihleandKwenzokuhlewillbeleft

herewithMamGloria,NkosinathiandMayibongwe.

TheyneedtoattendschoolandIknowtheyarein

goodhandswithMamGloria,Idon'ttrusttheother

two.TheywillbecomingdowntoLangelihleon

Friday.

Me:Howdoyouthinkitwillgo?

Nkosi:What?

Me:YoubeingordainedasKing

Nkosi:Idon'tknowbutIguessitwillbefine.

Me:Mmmmh

Nkosi:Andthen?

Me:Nothing,areyounervous?

Nkosi:No.MaybeIwillbenervousontheday.Do

youthinkI'llbeagoodKingandbeabletoleadmy

people?

Me:Idon'tthinksobutIknowso.



WeweretalkingasIwasmakingbreakfastfor

everyone.

Mayi:Morning,I'mveryhungry.

Me:Breakfastwillbereadysoon.

Mayi:Thisthingofnotsmokingisgoingtokillme.

Nkosi:Youstoppedsmoking?

Mayi:Itsbeentwodaysofhell.

Me:WowI'mproudofyou,itwillbefine.Justclean

yoursystemandyou'llbealright.

Mayi:Mysystemdoesn'tneedanycleaning.Canyou

believethatPheloisn'thavinganysexwithme?She

saysshe'llonlyhavesexwithmeonceshesees

progress?Twodaysisawholelottaprogress!

Me:It'sjustbeentwodaysMayibongwe.Maybe

afteramonthortwo,thenitwillbegoodprogress

Nkosi:Amonthortwoofnosex?You'vegottobe

kiddingme.

Me:You'llmasturbate

Mayi:MasturbatewhenIhaveawifewhohasahot



virginaandass?Nothankyou.Thisisjust

frustrating

Phelo:We'renotgoingtohavechildrenwhowillhave

tosmellweedeverydayfromtheirfather.I'veputup

withitandgotusedtoitbutno.Mykidswon'tgo

throughthat

Mayi:Butbabe,youhardlyevensmelltheweed

unlessyoukissmeafterI'vesmoked.Ismellreally

good,justsoyouknow.

Me:HedoessmellreallygoodPhelo.Likereally

damngood

Mayi:Thankyou

HetookabowandlookedatPhelowithasmirk.

Nkosi:SoyousniffingMayibongwenowandyou

knowhowhesmells?

Mayi:Don'tbejealous.

Me:Idon'tneedtosniffhim,youcansmellitfroma

distance.

Thekidsweretakentoschoolbythedriverandone

ofthehelpers.



Phelo:Themasseusewillbeheresoon.

Me:I'mexcited

Nkosi:Whatmasseuse?

Phelo:Wegettingfullbodymassages.

Mayi:Whydidn'tyoujustaskmetogiveyouoneof

those?

Phelo:Withthoseroughhands?Nothankyou.

Nkosi:Yourhandsareperfectlyfinemybrother.

Mayi:Thankyou.

Wehadbreakfastoveroneofourcrazy

conversations.Afterwewashedthedishestheytook

beersandsatwithus.Themasseusearrivedwith

hisequipmentandanothermasseue.Theywere

bothmale.

Nkosi:Soyou'retellingmethesetwoguyswillbe

givingyouafullbodymassage?

Me:Yes

Mayi:Andyouseenothingwrongwiththat?



Phelo:No

Them:Nothappening.

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Nkosi:SorrygentlemanbutIthinkyouneedtoleave

myhouseandtellyourpeopletosendFemalesback

here.

Him:Yessir.

Theytooktheirthingsandwentbacktotheir

companycarandleft.

Me:Thatwasreallyunnecessary.Youguysarejust

somethingelse.

Phelo:Partypoopers.I'mgoingtogetmyselfsome

wine.

Mayi:No,woahwoah.You'renotdrinkingany

alcohol.

Phelo:Why?

Mayi:I'vestoppedsmokingweed,youshouldstop

drinking.Maybethealcoholinyoursystemis

drowningmysperms.



Phelo:Maybeyourspermsaren'tworking.

Nkosi:Okaywait,letmegetsomethingstraighthere.

Youguysaretryingtohaveababy?

Them:Yes!

Mayi:Andshe'smakingthisdifficultand

overthinkingthings!

Phelo:No,you'remakingthingsdifficult.

Me:Youguysjustneedtositdownanddiscussthis.

Itiseasierwhenyouguysaren'tsohotheaded.Don't

havesexlikeitsafulltimejob,youguyswillendup

hatingit.

Mayi:Justsoyouknow,I'llneverhatehavingsex.I

don'tthinkshewilleither.

Phelo:Shutup.

Nkosi:Thisisstressful.

Me:Itis,andyouguysaremakingitworseandeven

stressfulforus.Juststopforcingthingsandtrying

hardthatwillstrainyou.Justhavesexthesameway

youdid.Maybejusttimesaday,notnecessarily.It

willallhappenforitself,letsgiveit2to3months.If



nothinghappensthenyou'llseeafertilityspecialist.

Mayi:Soundsokay.We'lltrythatout,rightbabe?

Phelo:Okaywewill.

Afteranhourwewerealreadygettingourrelaxing

fullbodymassage.Thekidswillbebacksoonand

NkosiwillpickthemupwithMayi.Cometothinkof

it,hehasn'treallytoldmewhathewilldowiththe

companyandeverythingelse.ButIdoknowthat

we'replanningonsellingthehouse.TheRoyal

Houseisundergoingsomerenovationsandthe

housesontheoutsidearebeingextended.Thelast

timeIcheckedeverythingisgoingwellanditshould

bedoneinjustaspaceoftwoweeks.Afterwewere

done,wecookedlunch.

Phelo:I'llmissmylongnails.Atleastwehave

weavesonsowecanatleastlookbeautifuland

modernisedwhenweattendthosemeetings.Idon't

knowwhytheQueeninsistedthatIgoto.

Me:Youhaveto,we'redoingthistogetherandyou

alsoneedtobetheretosupportmeandwe'llkeep

eachothercompany.Thosethingsaren'teven



seriousmeetingsattimes,theyjustsitthereand

havelunchyouknow.LikeTheRealhousewivesof

Atlanta.

Phelo:ButI'mnotahousewife.Iwork

Me:Butstill,yougetwhatImean.

Thekidscamebackhomeandweallhadlunch

together.

Kwenzo:I'llmissyoumom.

Me:Wheneveryoumissmeyou'lljustcallmeand

we'llSkypebeforeyousleep.

Sipho:Iniskype?(What'sSkype?)

Me:Youstilltooyoungtoknowbabyboy

Sipho:WhenwillIgrow?

Me:Yougroweveryday

Sipho:Sowhydon'tIknowSkype?

Nkosi:I'lljusttellyouaboutitlaterwhenweactually

doskypeSiphosenkosiandthenyou'llknow.

Sabelosababakhestopplayingwithfoodandeat.



Lisa:Sorry.

Mayi:Babe,areyousureyouwantababy?Whatif

theBongasituationhappenstoyou?

Phelo:WhatBongasituation?

Mayi:Youknow,expectingonebabybutboom!

Therearetwobabieslikeatonce.Orwhatifyouget

quadslikeSiyaorQuints?Idon'tthinkI'llbeableto

function.

Phelo:We'llgothroughallofthattogether.

Nkosi:Idon'tthinkyoureadyforababy,wellyou

actuallyneverknowwhenyou'reready.Financially,

you'rereadyandyouhaveastablehometoraise

yourkidsat.

Mayi:IamreadybutI'mjustscared.

Me:Scared?

Mayi:Yes,whatifI'mnotagoodfather?

Phelo:You'llbeagreatfatherbabakhe

Mayi:Whatifyourvirginataresandstretches?How

willweevenhavesex?



Nkosi:Language,therearekidshere.

Emihle:What'ssex?I'veactuallyheardthatwordso

manytimesbefore.

Ichockedonmyfoodandgulpedonaglassofwater.

Kwenzo:It'sthatthingUncleAthiandUncleMayi

toldmeaboutwhenwewenttothemall.Theysaid

it'swhentwopeople,maleandfemaleare...Idon't

rememberthisword.

Mayi:You,youdon'thavetorememberthatword

causeIdidn'tsayit.

Kwenzo:Intimate!YesthatsthewordI'mlookingfor.

NkosiandMayibongweweresoexcitedaboutthis

conversationandtheywerelaughingsomuch.

Nkosi:Youhaveagoodmemoryboy.

Me:Soyou'rehappyaboutthis?Youweretheretoo?

Nkosi:YesbutatleastIdidn'tparticipateonthe

conversation.I'mnotatfault

Mayi:Atleasthehasagooddefinitionofit.You

wouldn'twantustodeeplyexplainoreven



demonstrate.

Phelo:You'recorruptingthechild!

Nkosi:CanyoubelievethatPhilaactuallywantedto

have"Thesex"talkwithJunior,Imeantheboyis

literallyjust8yearsold.

Mayi:HeshouldbegivinghimtheJuJutalk!

Thesetwoareveryloudandstupidwhentheyare

together,ImeanwhatthehellistheJuJutalkand

whyisitexcitingthemsomuch.Theywerebursting

outwithlaughter,youcouldnthelpbutalsojust

laugh.

Phelo:What'stheJujutalk?

Nkosi:TheMasturbatingandwetdreamstalk.Mayi

usedtohavealotofthosedreamssowenamedit

theJujutalksowheneverwewantedtogotalk

aboutitprivately,wejustsaidJujutalkandwe'dlock

ourselvesinmyroom.

Me:Youguysarestupid.

Wetalkedandtalkedabouttheirchildhood.The

moreandmoretheytalkaboutit,therewerepartsof



Nkosi'schildhoodthathereallyreallyenjoyedbuthe

justdoesn'tseethat.Hewassooccupiedwithmany

responsibilitiesthathedidn'tevenrealizemost

momentsthatheenjoyedasachild.Thekidswere

alsoparticipatinginthistalkandthrowinginalotof

questions.Itjustfeltsogoodtoseemyfamilyso

happyandfilledwithsomuchloveandlaughter.We

washedthedishestogetherwithPhelokaziandwe

werereadytoleave.Wesaidourgoodbyeswiththe

kids(EmihleandKwenzo)andMamGloriawentto

theplayroomwiththem.IwilltellNkositomake

suretheydotheirhomeworkandbrushtheirteeth

beforetheysleep.Kwenzokuhlealwaysskipsthe

partwherehehastobrushhisteeth.Wegotinto

separatecarsandIstrappedthetwinsandLisain

theircarseats.We'llbedroppedoffattheairportand

usetheprivatejet.

Nkosi:I'llmissyou,wehadagreatdaytoday.

Me:Itreallywasindeedagooddayandwe'llsee

eachothersoon.Makesuretheydotheirhomework

andbrushtheirteethbeforetheysleepplease.

Nkosi:Gotit.



Me:MamGloriawillgetthemreadyforschooland

sheknowseverythingsheneedstodo.I'vealready

pickedoutyoursuitsforthenext4days,Iputasmall

papertagthatindicateswhichdayyou'llwearitsoit

won'tconfuseyou.Ineatlypackedyoursocksonthe

seconddraweronyourleftandI'msureyou'llbe

abletopickoutyourownshoesMrMkhize.

Nkosi:Youknowyoudidn'thavetodoallthatbabe

butthankyouverymuch.

Me:Idon'twanttocallingmeeverymorning

frustratedonwhattowearplusknowingyou,you'd

justgotoworkwearingatracksuitandsneakers.

Nkosi:There'snothingwrongwiththattoo.Iwish

youdidn'thavetogo

Me:ButIhavetosostopsulking.

Nkosi:CanweatleasthaveasmallquickiebeforeI

dropyouoff?

Me:Notherearekidshere.

HetookhisphoneanddialedMayitellinghimtopull

over.WestoppedandhetookthekidstoMayi'scar.



Hewhisperedsomethinginhisearandallthistime

I'mjustlaughingatthishornyguy,whatthehellishe

doing.Mayi'scardroveoffandhegotintothecar

andlockedalldoors,closedallwindows.Adjusted

hischairandlookedatmelikeIshouldpartakeinall

ofthis.

Nkosi:Thiscouldbequickerifyou'dactually

participate.

Me:I'mjuststunned.

Iwentovertohisseatandsatonhim.Ishiftedmy

thongtothesideasheinsertedhismanhoodinside

ofme.Istartedhumpingandpounding,lettingout

smallmoansandhimgrabbingmyasstightly.After

about10minuteswewerebothdoneandIwentback

tomyseat.WhilehewasdrivingIgotalittlenaughty

ideainmyheadandIactedonit.

Nkosi:Whatareyoudoing?

Me:Nothing.

ItookoutMkhizeandhewasupandready.Ijust

thinkNkosiisalwayshorny.Istartedlickingand

sucking.HewaslettingoutafewmoansandI



suckedharderandquicker.Hewasnowholdingmy

hairandgroaningloudly.Afterhereleased,I

swallowedandsatupstraight.Nkosi:You'rea

naughtygirl.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

HelaughedasIfixedmyselfup.Ididn'trealizewe

wereactuallyparkedattheairportalreadyandnear

Mayi'scar.Wegotout,tookthebabiesandwentto

theplane.Wesaidourgoodbyesandtheyleft.

Phelo:You'reglowing.Youjusthadaquickie

Me:NoIdidn't.

Phelo:Yourhairwasn'ttiedlikethatandyouforgot

tobuttonupyourshirt.

Shewinkedatmeandreadamagazine.Ijust

laughedatherastheplanetookoffandwehad

somesnacksoveralongconversation.Afterhours

offlyingwefinallylandedandwewerefetchedby

driversfromtheRoyalhouse.Whenwearrivedit

wasalttilemorepackedthananyothertimeweare

here.WewerewelcomedbyLisandaandNongcebo.



Phelo:Ididn'tknowyouguysarehere!

Lisanda:WellthisisourhomesoIdon'tgetwhyyou

wouldn'tthinkyou'dfindushere.

Phelo:WellwhenIcamehomeforthepastfew

monthsyouweren'theresoIfiguredyou'dgoall

Awoloneveryonewhileyou'reonsome"work"trip,

princess.

IforgottomentionhowLisandaandPhelokazidon't

getalongatall.Theyarealwaysoneachothers

throats.Thisisgoingtobeonehellofaweekwith

thesetwohere.

Nongcebo:Okay,whatagreatwaytostarttheweek

ahead.

Me:Surecansaythatagain.

WegotinsidethehouseandleftLisandastanding

outside.TheKingandQueenweren'thomesowe

wenttoourhousesandIbathedthekidsandput

themtosleep.Thenannywasleftinthehousewith

themasIwenttothemainhouse.

Me:ItseemsasifyouknowmoreaboutLisanda's



whereabouts.

Phelo:Youdidn'tknow?FillherinNgcebs

Nongcebo:She'sseeingsomeNigerianguyandwe

allknowourfatherwillneverapproveoftheir

relationshipsoshealwayssaysshe'sonsomework

tripwhenshegoestoseehim

Me:Ohwow

Phelo:Ireallydon'tknowwhatherproblemiswith

meandI'vestoppedworryingaboutit.

Nongcebo:She'sneverreallybeenthekindand

welcomingone.Shedoesn'tevenlikemyhusband.

Me:Enoughabouther.Howhaveyoubeen,where's

Dimpho?

Nongcebo:Shefellasleepthemomentwegothere.

Wealsojustarrived.

Me:Ididn'tthinkyou'dbehere.

Nongcebo:WellIamaQueenofanotherKingdom

andthisishomesoIwouldn'tmissthis.More

Queensandprincesseswillbecomingtomorrow

withtheirstinkyattitudessowebetterbeready.It's



goingtobealongtiringweek.

Me:Tellmeaboutit.

Themoreshespokeaboutwhatsgoingtotake

placeisthemoreIgotnervousaboutitandwished

thisdaynevercame.WhatdoIevenknowabout

beingQueen?WillIevenbeabletoleadthis

KingdomandassistmyhusbandasheisKing?

There'ssomuchpressureandIthinkalotmoreis

expectedfrommethanIthinkI'mcapableofdoing.

It'salljustbecomingstressful.Oneoftheaunties

cameinandlookedatusasifwe'recommittinga

crime.

Auntie:You'resittingherefoldingyourlegs!Wepaid

fulllobolatotheKhoza's,whoisgoingtomakethat

Mqombothiifyou'resittinghere!

Nongcebo:HawuAunty

Itallhasjustbegun,it'stimeforustoputourMakoti

shoesonandstartworking.I'mexhaustingalready

beforeweevenstarted.I'malazyMakotiandmy

husbandletsmebeone.Hedidn'tmarrymetoslave

me,justsayingdarlings!
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Weekshavepassed,twomonthsisslowlycomingto

anend.OnlyafewweekdayslefttillNkosinathiis

ordainedasKingofLangelihle.PhelokaziandIare

goingtoLangelihletonight,wehavealottoprepare

andIwillbetaughtandwillsitwithotherQueensof

nearbylandsandthosewhoareinvolvedinbusiness

withLangelihle.It'sjustgoingtobeonehecticweek

sothatswhywe'vedecidedtocallinamasseuse

andhaveafullbodymassage.I'llbeleavingwiththe

twinsandLisa.EmihleandKwenzokuhlewillbeleft

herewithMamGloria,NkosinathiandMayibongwe.

TheyneedtoattendschoolandIknowtheyarein

goodhandswithMamGloria,Idon'ttrusttheother

two.TheywillbecomingdowntoLangelihleon

Friday.

Me:Howdoyouthinkitwillgo?



Nkosi:What?

Me:YoubeingordainedasKing

Nkosi:Idon'tknowbutIguessitwillbefine.

Me:Mmmmh

Nkosi:Andthen?

Me:Nothing,areyounervous?

Nkosi:No.MaybeIwillbenervousontheday.Do

youthinkI'llbeagoodKingandbeabletoleadmy

people?

Me:Idon'tthinksobutIknowso.

WeweretalkingasIwasmakingbreakfastfor

everyone.

Mayi:Morning,I'mveryhungry.

Me:Breakfastwillbereadysoon.

Mayi:Thisthingofnotsmokingisgoingtokillme.

Nkosi:Youstoppedsmoking?

Mayi:Itsbeentwodaysofhell.

Me:WowI'mproudofyou,itwillbefine.Justclean



yoursystemandyou'llbealright.

Mayi:Mysystemdoesn'tneedanycleaning.Canyou

believethatPheloisn'thavinganysexwithme?She

saysshe'llonlyhavesexwithmeonceshesees

progress?Twodaysisawholelottaprogress!

Me:It'sjustbeentwodaysMayibongwe.Maybe

afteramonthortwo,thenitwillbegoodprogress

Nkosi:Amonthortwoofnosex?You'vegottobe

kiddingme.

Me:You'llmasturbate

Mayi:MasturbatewhenIhaveawifewhohasahot

virginaandass?Nothankyou.Thisisjust

frustrating

Phelo:We'renotgoingtohavechildrenwhowillhave

tosmellweedeverydayfromtheirfather.I'veputup

withitandgotusedtoitbutno.Mykidswon'tgo

throughthat

Mayi:Butbabe,youhardlyevensmelltheweed

unlessyoukissmeafterI'vesmoked.Ismellreally

good,justsoyouknow.



Me:HedoessmellreallygoodPhelo.Likereally

damngood

Mayi:Thankyou

HetookabowandlookedatPhelowithasmirk.

Nkosi:SoyousniffingMayibongwenowandyou

knowhowhesmells?

Mayi:Don'tbejealous.

Me:Idon'tneedtosniffhim,youcansmellitfroma

distance.

Thekidsweretakentoschoolbythedriverandone

ofthehelpers.

Phelo:Themasseusewillbeheresoon.

Me:I'mexcited

Nkosi:Whatmasseuse?

Phelo:Wegettingfullbodymassages.

Mayi:Whydidn'tyoujustaskmetogiveyouoneof

those?

Phelo:Withthoseroughhands?Nothankyou.



Nkosi:Yourhandsareperfectlyfinemybrother.

Mayi:Thankyou.

Wehadbreakfastoveroneofourcrazy

conversations.Afterwewashedthedishestheytook

beersandsatwithus.Themasseusearrivedwith

hisequipmentandanothermasseue.Theywere

bothmale.

Nkosi:Soyou'retellingmethesetwoguyswillbe

givingyouafullbodymassage?

Me:Yes

Mayi:Andyouseenothingwrongwiththat?

Phelo:No

Them:Nothappening.

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Nkosi:SorrygentlemanbutIthinkyouneedtoleave

myhouseandtellyourpeopletosendFemalesback

here.

Him:Yessir.

Theytooktheirthingsandwentbacktotheir



companycarandleft.

Me:Thatwasreallyunnecessary.Youguysarejust

somethingelse.

Phelo:Partypoopers.I'mgoingtogetmyselfsome

wine.

Mayi:No,woahwoah.You'renotdrinkingany

alcohol.

Phelo:Why?

Mayi:I'vestoppedsmokingweed,youshouldstop

drinking.Maybethealcoholinyoursystemis

drowningmysperms.

Phelo:Maybeyourspermsaren'tworking.

Nkosi:Okaywait,letmegetsomethingstraighthere.

Youguysaretryingtohaveababy?

Them:Yes!

Mayi:Andshe'smakingthisdifficultand

overthinkingthings!

Phelo:No,you'remakingthingsdifficult.

Me:Youguysjustneedtositdownanddiscussthis.



Itiseasierwhenyouguysaren'tsohotheaded.Don't

havesexlikeitsafulltimejob,youguyswillendup

hatingit.

Mayi:Justsoyouknow,I'llneverhatehavingsex.I

don'tthinkshewilleither.

Phelo:Shutup.

Nkosi:Thisisstressful.

Me:Itis,andyouguysaremakingitworseandeven

stressfulforus.Juststopforcingthingsandtrying

hardthatwillstrainyou.Justhavesexthesameway

youdid.Maybejusttimesaday,notnecessarily.It

willallhappenforitself,letsgiveit2to3months.If

nothinghappensthenyou'llseeafertilityspecialist.

Mayi:Soundsokay.We'lltrythatout,rightbabe?

Phelo:Okaywewill.

Afteranhourwewerealreadygettingourrelaxing

fullbodymassage.Thekidswillbebacksoonand

NkosiwillpickthemupwithMayi.Cometothinkof

it,hehasn'treallytoldmewhathewilldowiththe

companyandeverythingelse.ButIdoknowthat



we'replanningonsellingthehouse.TheRoyal

Houseisundergoingsomerenovationsandthe

housesontheoutsidearebeingextended.Thelast

timeIcheckedeverythingisgoingwellanditshould

bedoneinjustaspaceoftwoweeks.Afterwewere

done,wecookedlunch.

Phelo:I'llmissmylongnails.Atleastwehave

weavesonsowecanatleastlookbeautifuland

modernisedwhenweattendthosemeetings.Idon't

knowwhytheQueeninsistedthatIgoto.

Me:Youhaveto,we'redoingthistogetherandyou

alsoneedtobetheretosupportmeandwe'llkeep

eachothercompany.Thosethingsaren'teven

seriousmeetingsattimes,theyjustsitthereand

havelunchyouknow.LikeTheRealhousewivesof

Atlanta.

Phelo:ButI'mnotahousewife.Iwork

Me:Butstill,yougetwhatImean.

Thekidscamebackhomeandweallhadlunch

together.

Kwenzo:I'llmissyoumom.



Me:Wheneveryoumissmeyou'lljustcallmeand

we'llSkypebeforeyousleep.

Sipho:Iniskype?(What'sSkype?)

Me:Youstilltooyoungtoknowbabyboy

Sipho:WhenwillIgrow?

Me:Yougroweveryday

Sipho:Sowhydon'tIknowSkype?

Nkosi:I'lljusttellyouaboutitlaterwhenweactually

doskypeSiphosenkosiandthenyou'llknow.

Sabelosababakhestopplayingwithfoodandeat.

Lisa:Sorry.

Mayi:Babe,areyousureyouwantababy?Whatif

theBongasituationhappenstoyou?

Phelo:WhatBongasituation?

Mayi:Youknow,expectingonebabybutboom!

Therearetwobabieslikeatonce.Orwhatifyouget

quadslikeSiyaorQuints?Idon'tthinkI'llbeableto

function.

Phelo:We'llgothroughallofthattogether.



Nkosi:Idon'tthinkyoureadyforababy,wellyou

actuallyneverknowwhenyou'reready.Financially,

you'rereadyandyouhaveastablehometoraise

yourkidsat.

Mayi:IamreadybutI'mjustscared.

Me:Scared?

Mayi:Yes,whatifI'mnotagoodfather?

Phelo:You'llbeagreatfatherbabakhe

Mayi:Whatifyourvirginataresandstretches?How

willweevenhavesex?

Nkosi:Language,therearekidshere.

Emihle:What'ssex?I'veactuallyheardthatwordso

manytimesbefore.

Ichockedonmyfoodandgulpedonaglassofwater.

Kwenzo:It'sthatthingUncleAthiandUncleMayi

toldmeaboutwhenwewenttothemall.Theysaid

it'swhentwopeople,maleandfemaleare...Idon't

rememberthisword.

Mayi:You,youdon'thavetorememberthatword



causeIdidn'tsayit.

Kwenzo:Intimate!YesthatsthewordI'mlookingfor.

NkosiandMayibongweweresoexcitedaboutthis

conversationandtheywerelaughingsomuch.

Nkosi:Youhaveagoodmemoryboy.

Me:Soyou'rehappyaboutthis?Youweretheretoo?

Nkosi:YesbutatleastIdidn'tparticipateonthe

conversation.I'mnotatfault

Mayi:Atleasthehasagooddefinitionofit.You

wouldn'twantustodeeplyexplainoreven

demonstrate.

Phelo:You'recorruptingthechild!

Nkosi:CanyoubelievethatPhilaactuallywantedto

have"Thesex"talkwithJunior,Imeantheboyis

literallyjust8yearsold.

Mayi:HeshouldbegivinghimtheJuJutalk!

Thesetwoareveryloudandstupidwhentheyare

together,ImeanwhatthehellistheJuJutalkand

whyisitexcitingthemsomuch.Theywerebursting



outwithlaughter,youcouldnthelpbutalsojust

laugh.

Phelo:What'stheJujutalk?

Nkosi:TheMasturbatingandwetdreamstalk.Mayi

usedtohavealotofthosedreamssowenamedit

theJujutalksowheneverwewantedtogotalk

aboutitprivately,wejustsaidJujutalkandwe'dlock

ourselvesinmyroom.

Me:Youguysarestupid.

Wetalkedandtalkedabouttheirchildhood.The

moreandmoretheytalkaboutit,therewerepartsof

Nkosi'schildhoodthathereallyreallyenjoyedbuthe

justdoesn'tseethat.Hewassooccupiedwithmany

responsibilitiesthathedidn'tevenrealizemost

momentsthatheenjoyedasachild.Thekidswere

alsoparticipatinginthistalkandthrowinginalotof

questions.Itjustfeltsogoodtoseemyfamilyso

happyandfilledwithsomuchloveandlaughter.We

washedthedishestogetherwithPhelokaziandwe

werereadytoleave.Wesaidourgoodbyeswiththe

kids(EmihleandKwenzo)andMamGloriawentto



theplayroomwiththem.IwilltellNkositomake

suretheydotheirhomeworkandbrushtheirteeth

beforetheysleep.Kwenzokuhlealwaysskipsthe

partwherehehastobrushhisteeth.Wegotinto

separatecarsandIstrappedthetwinsandLisain

theircarseats.We'llbedroppedoffattheairportand

usetheprivatejet.

Nkosi:I'llmissyou,wehadagreatdaytoday.

Me:Itreallywasindeedagooddayandwe'llsee

eachothersoon.Makesuretheydotheirhomework

andbrushtheirteethbeforetheysleepplease.

Nkosi:Gotit.

Me:MamGloriawillgetthemreadyforschooland

sheknowseverythingsheneedstodo.I'vealready

pickedoutyoursuitsforthenext4days,Iputasmall

papertagthatindicateswhichdayyou'llwearitsoit

won'tconfuseyou.Ineatlypackedyoursocksonthe

seconddraweronyourleftandI'msureyou'llbe

abletopickoutyourownshoesMrMkhize.

Nkosi:Youknowyoudidn'thavetodoallthatbabe

butthankyouverymuch.



Me:Idon'twanttocallingmeeverymorning

frustratedonwhattowearplusknowingyou,you'd

justgotoworkwearingatracksuitandsneakers.

Nkosi:There'snothingwrongwiththattoo.Iwish

youdidn'thavetogo

Me:ButIhavetosostopsulking.

Nkosi:CanweatleasthaveasmallquickiebeforeI

dropyouoff?

Me:Notherearekidshere.

HetookhisphoneanddialedMayitellinghimtopull

over.WestoppedandhetookthekidstoMayi'scar.

Hewhisperedsomethinginhisearandallthistime

I'mjustlaughingatthishornyguy,whatthehellishe

doing.Mayi'scardroveoffandhegotintothecar

andlockedalldoors,closedallwindows.Adjusted

hischairandlookedatmelikeIshouldpartakeinall

ofthis.

Nkosi:Thiscouldbequickerifyou'dactually

participate.

Me:I'mjuststunned.



Iwentovertohisseatandsatonhim.Ishiftedmy

thongtothesideasheinsertedhismanhoodinside

ofme.Istartedhumpingandpounding,lettingout

smallmoansandhimgrabbingmyasstightly.After

about10minuteswewerebothdoneandIwentback

tomyseat.WhilehewasdrivingIgotalittlenaughty

ideainmyheadandIactedonit.

Nkosi:Whatareyoudoing?

Me:Nothing.

ItookoutMkhizeandhewasupandready.Ijust

thinkNkosiisalwayshorny.Istartedlickingand

sucking.HewaslettingoutafewmoansandI

suckedharderandquicker.Hewasnowholdingmy

hairandgroaningloudly.Afterhereleased,I

swallowedandsatupstraight.Nkosi:You'rea

naughtygirl.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

HelaughedasIfixedmyselfup.Ididn'trealizewe

wereactuallyparkedattheairportalreadyandnear

Mayi'scar.Wegotout,tookthebabiesandwentto

theplane.Wesaidourgoodbyesandtheyleft.



Phelo:You'reglowing.Youjusthadaquickie

Me:NoIdidn't.

Phelo:Yourhairwasn'ttiedlikethatandyouforgot

tobuttonupyourshirt.

Shewinkedatmeandreadamagazine.Ijust

laughedatherastheplanetookoffandwehad

somesnacksoveralongconversation.Afterhours

offlyingwefinallylandedandwewerefetchedby

driversfromtheRoyalhouse.Whenwearrivedit

wasalttilemorepackedthananyothertimeweare

here.WewerewelcomedbyLisandaandNongcebo.

Phelo:Ididn'tknowyouguysarehere!

Lisanda:WellthisisourhomesoIdon'tgetwhyyou

wouldn'tthinkyou'dfindushere.

Phelo:WellwhenIcamehomeforthepastfew

monthsyouweren'theresoIfiguredyou'dgoall

Awoloneveryonewhileyou'reonsome"work"trip,

princess.

IforgottomentionhowLisandaandPhelokazidon't

getalongatall.Theyarealwaysoneachothers



throats.Thisisgoingtobeonehellofaweekwith

thesetwohere.

Nongcebo:Okay,whatagreatwaytostarttheweek

ahead.

Me:Surecansaythatagain.

WegotinsidethehouseandleftLisandastanding

outside.TheKingandQueenweren'thomesowe

wenttoourhousesandIbathedthekidsandput

themtosleep.Thenannywasleftinthehousewith

themasIwenttothemainhouse.

Me:ItseemsasifyouknowmoreaboutLisanda's

whereabouts.

Phelo:Youdidn'tknow?FillherinNgcebs

Nongcebo:She'sseeingsomeNigerianguyandwe

allknowourfatherwillneverapproveoftheir

relationshipsoshealwayssaysshe'sonsomework

tripwhenshegoestoseehim

Me:Ohwow

Phelo:Ireallydon'tknowwhatherproblemiswith

meandI'vestoppedworryingaboutit.



Nongcebo:She'sneverreallybeenthekindand

welcomingone.Shedoesn'tevenlikemyhusband.

Me:Enoughabouther.Howhaveyoubeen,where's

Dimpho?

Nongcebo:Shefellasleepthemomentwegothere.

Wealsojustarrived.

Me:Ididn'tthinkyou'dbehere.

Nongcebo:WellIamaQueenofanotherKingdom

andthisishomesoIwouldn'tmissthis.More

Queensandprincesseswillbecomingtomorrow

withtheirstinkyattitudessowebetterbeready.It's

goingtobealongtiringweek.

Me:Tellmeaboutit.

Themoreshespokeaboutwhatsgoingtotake

placeisthemoreIgotnervousaboutitandwished

thisdaynevercame.WhatdoIevenknowabout

beingQueen?WillIevenbeabletoleadthis

KingdomandassistmyhusbandasheisKing?

There'ssomuchpressureandIthinkalotmoreis

expectedfrommethanIthinkI'mcapableofdoing.

It'salljustbecomingstressful.Oneoftheaunties



cameinandlookedatusasifwe'recommittinga

crime.

Auntie:You'resittingherefoldingyourlegs!Wepaid

fulllobolatotheKhoza's,whoisgoingtomakethat

Mqombothiifyou'resittinghere!

Nongcebo:HawuAunty

Itallhasjustbegun,it'stimeforustoputourMakoti

shoesonandstartworking.I'mexhaustingalready

beforeweevenstarted.I'malazyMakotiandmy

husbandletsmebeone.Hedidn'tmarrymetoslave

me,justsayingdarlings!

#NNBBF
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Ithasbeenareallybusy,hecticandexhaustingweek.

IthinkI'velost3kg'salready.Afterslavingand

workingallday,Iseemychildrenandspend

sometimewiththembeforeIputthemtosleep.

Nkosinathihasbeencallingallweek,Isometimes



justignorehiscallswhenI'mbusyandheonce

calledhismomcomplainingthatIdon'thavetime

forhimtheyshouldmakemestopworking.Ijust

laughedathimwhenhetoldmeaboutit.We'vebeen

attendingmeetings,IwasshownaroundLangelihle

andthingsthatI'llhavetoparticipateinanddo.

There'saoldagecentre,ahomeforyounggirlsand

anotherhomeforboys,itsinthesameareabut

separated.Thereweresomeculturalfestivitiesand

culturalgroupcenters.Theyaremoreinvolvedin

groomingyounggirlsandtheyhavevirginitytests

there.Ihavetoattendonthosedaysandsometimes

comeseethemwhentheymeetupandpracticefor

adviceetc.IactuallyrealizedmanythingsI'llbe

doingwillbehandsonandI'llbeworkingalotwith

thepeopleofthisKingdom.There'ssomuchland

thatisunusedandIalreadyhavemanyideasforit.It

willbemyfirstprojectanditwillbenefitthe

Kingdomanditspeople.Istillhavetotalkaboutit

withmyhusbandandseeifheapprovesofit.Since

yesterdayI'vebeenstuckinthisroom,withthe

Queensandsomeoldgranniesandtheelderswives.

I'vebeentoldandbeengroomed,givenadviceabout



thejourneyI'mabouttotakeandtochosemy

advisorwell.Thatdoesn'tevenneedmetothink

aboutitbecauseitwillbePhelokazi.Iwastoldnot

toaddressNkosinathiwithhisnameinfrontof

people,Iwillonlydothatwhenwe'realone.There

aremanythingsthatwillchangefromnowonwards

andIhopeeverythingwillbewell.Igotatextonmy

phonefromNkosi,hehardlyevenusesWhatsApp.

Nkosi:Can'twaittoseeyou.IloveyoumyQueen.

Me:IloveyoutooMyKing.

Todayisthedaywherehewillbeordainedasthe

King.Todayisthedayhetakesthethrone.Iwasso

surprisedthatmygirlsarehere!Itactuallymeantso

muchtome,someofmyfamilymembersarealso

heretoo.ThewholeofLangelihleisalsohereto

witnessthisday.They'vebroughtmanygiftsand

there'salotofcookinggoingonoutside.Iwas

standinglookingoutatthewindow,lookingatthe

peoplewhoareabouttocallmeQueen.It'sjustall

toooverwhelming.

MaQ:It'sallyoursnow,makethemostofit.Yesits



overwhelming,hardworkandtoomuchtohandleat

times.Butitsalifechangingthing,ithelpsyou

realizethingsthatyoudidn'tknowaboutyourself.

Youwillgrowintoawomanthatyou'llbeproudof,

thatyourparentswillbeproudofthatIwillbeproud

of.Everyoneislookinguptoyounow,you'retheir

mother,themotherofthisland.Iknowyouwilldo

good,withallthatI'mleavinginyourhands,Iam

happyandIknowthatyouwilldomuchmorethanI

did.Therewillbehardtimeswhereyouwishyou

werejustanormalhumanbeinglivinganormallife,

whereyourhusbandwillcometobedlateatnightor

don'tevencomeatall.Intheearlystages,itsreally

hard.Ithoughtmyhusbandhadjustabandonedme

andhewasastrangerbutastimewentbyhegot

usedtothethingshehadtodo,hesettleddownand

itwasmucheasierandIgrewtobemore

understandingandheprioritizedandthingswere

great.Don'tputtoomuchpressureonyourselfand

don'ttrytopleaseeveryone.Justbeyourself

Me:ThankyouMa,Itrulydon'tknowhowyoudidit.I

don'tknowwhatI'lldo,whereI'llevenstartbutwhatI



doknowisthatIamthechosenoneforareason

andGodhasaplanforme.AndI'llhaveyoutogoto

forguidance.Thankyousomuchforthosewords.

MaQ:Mysonlovesyou,hecanneverleadthis

Kingdomwithoutyounexttohim.I'veseenhowhe

looksatyou,likeyou'retheonlyhumaninthisworld.

Heneedsyou,nevergiveuponhim.

Me:Iwon'tMa.

MaQ:I'llcallyourfriendstocomehelpyouget

dressed.Lebowillcomewithyourdress.

Me:Where'sNkosinathi?

MaQ:Idon'tknow,Ithinkheiswithhisfather.

Shehuggedmeverytightlyandkissedmyforehead.

MaQ:Iloveyoumydaughter.

Me:Iloveyoutoomom.

Shesmiledandleft,justwhensheclosedthedoorit

openedagainandmykidswalkedinlookingvery

beautiful.

Emihle:Whyaren'tyoudressedyetmom?



Me:AuntLebowillcomewithmydress.

Wesattogetherforawhileandwejusthadaweird

funnyconversation.Theyleftandmyfriendswalked

in.

Siya:Friend,Areyouready?

Me:Istillneedtogetdressedanddomyhair,well

there'salotIneedtodo

Siya:No,Imeanlikeareyouready?Emotionally,

Mentally??

Ijustcouldn'tanswerherandItookadeepbreath.

Kamo:Siyathough,you'vebeenemotionalsince

yesterday.Sitdown,I'lldoyourhair.

Isatdownandshestartedstylingmyweave.

Dodo:NganekaMah.You'reabouttobeaQueen,

you'vealwaysbeenaqueenbutit'sgoingtobe

officiatedtoday.Wealljusthavenowordsandallof

thisisoverwhelmingandyoujusthavetoknowthat

weloveyou.We'llsupportyouandalwaysbehere

wheneveryouneedus

Belinda:We'rejustaphonecallaway,amonthwon't



endwithoutyouseeingus.We'lljustmissyouso

much

Sneh:Durbanwillmissyourpresence

Me:YouguysarespeakingasifI'mdying.

Zee:You'llbeawayfromusandwearegoingto

missyou.ButyouwillcomebacktoDurbannext

month,Idon'twantanyothergynaebesidesyou.

Me:Youlooklikeyou'reabouttoburst.Areyou

takinggoodcareofyourself?

Zee:YesIam,nowenoughaboutme.Whereis

Lebohangwiththatdress!OurQueencannotbelate.

OnceIwasdonedoingmyhair,Zandydidmymake

upandLebocamewithmydress.IgotdressedandI

looked,Ilookedbeautiful.Siyawascrying,she'sjust

soemotionaltodayshe'sgoingtomakeallofus

emotional.

Ngamso:Whowould'vethoughtthatoneday,oneof

uswouldbeQueen?It'salljustsoamazing.

Shealsostartedtocryandwelaughedateachother.

Nongcebocamewithmyprincesscrown



Nongcebo:Wearingitforthelasttime.

Me:I'llbesayingmygoodbyes.

Phelowalkedinalsolookingstunningwithher

crownon.

Phelo:Wehavetoallbeoutsidenow.Theceremony

isabouttostartandyouneedtobenexttoyour

husband.Youalllookbeautifulbytheway

Lebo:Youlookamazinglittlesis

Phelo:Thankyou.

Weallhadagrouphugandprayed.

Me:It'stime.

Siyagavemeonelasthugandtheywentout.

Me:Don'tleaveme,Ineedsomespacetomyself.

Ntoko:We'llstandouthere.Don'ttakelong.

SheclosedthedoorandIlookedatmyselfonemore

time."YoulookBeautifulMaHlasekaMkhize"Isaid

tomyself.MyparentswouldbesoproudofmeandI

knowtheyarewatchingoverme.Itookadeep

breatheandwentout.Theywalkedinfrontofme



withPhelowalkingbesidesmeholdingmyhand.We

gottotheloungeandNkosiwasstandingbythe

nearthedoortalkingtohisfather.Heturnedand

lookedatmeforawhile.Hetookastepcloserand

heldmyhands.

Nkosi:IalwaysknewI'dmakeyoumyQueen.You

lookbeautiful.

Ismiledandwekissedforawhile.

King:Savethatforlater.Weneedtoproceed.The

guardsandservantswerestandingbythedoorasit

opened.TheKingsteppedoutfirstfollowedby

NkosinathiwhowasfollowedbyMayibongwe.

Everyonewaskneelingdownastheymadethierway

towherethere'dbeseatedandwheretheceremony

willtakeplace.TheQueenwalkedoutandIfollowed,

IwasfollowedbyPhelokaziandtheprincesses.

Therewasabigstretchtentanditwasalldecorated

beautiful.Thesettingwasamazing.Itwasreally

reallypacked.Wesatonourseatsastheceremony

continued.Vulamasangowasmarchingupand

downyou'dswearheisacrazyman.TheKingand

hisrighthandmanwhoIbelievehasbeenhisfriend



sincechildhoodstoodupandcalledaponNkosinathi.

Insteadofstandinghelookedatmelikehewas

lookingforapprovalandassurance.Hecouldn'ttake

thishugestepalone.Iwasn'tseatedfarawayfrom

him,Inoddedandsmiledandhestoodupwalking

towardshisfather.Hesatdownonachairthatwas

placedforhim.Hisfatherspokewordsofwisdom

andwordsthatwouldguidehiminthejourneyheis

abouttotake.

King:Myson,Youareabouttogoonajourneythat

youhavebeenpreparedfor,groomedanddestined

for.IputmytrustonyouandIknowyouwillnot

disappointmeandthisKingdom.Afatherhardly

saysthistohissonbutIloveyou.Ihavelovedyou

sincethedayyouwereborn.Iwasneversofttoyou

andIpushedyou,Ineededyoutobeatoughman

thatyouaretoday.WhenIlookatyouIseemy

father,thegreatKingBhekezuluZikhali'zloliwe

Mkhize.

Peoplehailedandululated.Iguesshewasa

dignified,respectedandwellknownKing.

King:Hewouldbeproudtoseehowmuchyou've



achieved,howallhisgrandchildrenhaveachieved.I

amproudofallmykids,ineverythingyoudokeep

yoursiblingsclosetoyou.Keeptheunisoninthe

Mkhizefamily.Raiseyourchildrenandloveyourwife.

She'syoursuitablehelper,she'syourhome.Myson,

Ihandoveralltoyou.

Hehandedoverhissceptreandthelionskinandput

itoverNkosinathi'sshoulders.Iwasnowcalledupon

toseatnexttohim.WhenIstoodup,everyone

boweddown.Thisisreallycreepyandtoo

overwhelming.IstoodupasMaQalsohandedover

herlionskintomeandputherroyalbeadsovermy

neck.ItwasnowtimeforNkosinathiandItochoose

ouradvisors.Webothstoodupandwalkedoverto

MayibongweandPhelokazi.Itwasn'tsomethingwe

discussedbuttheyaredeservingthispositionand

theyareclosetoourhearts.Phelokaziwascryingas

Ihandedovermycrowntoher.Wehuggedandwent

backtoourseats.ItwastimefortheRoyalfamilyto

headinsidethehouseforNkositotakehisseaton

theRoyalthrone.WewalkedintotheRoyalroomand

Vulamasangostartedchantingandwalkingaround



thethrone.WewereallonourkneesasNkosinathi

satonthethrone,Iwaslookingdownandholding

backmytearsasheholdthespearuphigh.Afterhe

putthecrownonasKing,heputbackthespearand

weroseup.

MaQ:Gotohim,hewillcrownyou.

Iwalkedtohim,mindyou,Iwasn'twearingany

shoes.Ibowedandkneeledbeforehim.

Me:Mkhize,Khabazela,Gcwabe,

Khabazela,kaMavovokaZihlandla,

Gubhela,Mumboomnhlophe,WenawaseMbo,Wena

okhanyaamasiesiswini,

singela,Nhlamaeyaphelel’etsheni,Ngunezi,Mumbo

ombulazi,

Wenaowafakaumunoendunuwaphumanelahle,

Nkosiyam.(Clanpraises)

Iwasn'tlookingathimintheeyeasitwouldbea

signofdisrespect,theauntieswereululating.He

stoodupandputthecrownonmyhead.Itwasabit

heavythanIexpected.Itookhishandandwestood



andwalkedouttoourpeoplewithVulamasango

leadingtheway.Nkosinathikeptonsqueezingmy

hand.Whenwesteppedouttheeveryonestopped

whattheyweredoingandboweddown.

Them:BayedeGcwabe!BayadeKhabazelawena

wasemumbo!Bayedemumboomhlophe!Bayede!!

Everyonerisedandstartedululating,singingand

dancing.Someshoutingancestralpraises.Wewent

toourseatsandmanyculturalfestivitieswenton.

Youngchildrenperformingingroupsandpeople

bringingforththeirgiftstotheKingandQueen.

Nkosi:MyQueen.

Me:MyKing.

Nkosi:Thankyou,thankyouforbeingbymyside.I

would'veneverdonethiswithoutyou.

Ididn'tknowhowtorespondtohiswords.Iheldhis

handandwatchedasthechildrenperformedtheir

reeddance.Lisakhanyawasinthemidstofallof

that.Welaughedatherasshedancedherown

stepsandkeptonfalling.Ididn'tnotice

BuhlebenkosiwasalsothereuntilNkosishowedme.



EmihleandKwenzokuhlecamewithagiftwhichwas

fromthemasourkids.Ididn'tknowaboutitsodid

Nkosinathi.Wethankedthemandtheywentbackto

theirseats.

Me:Bytheway,youdidn'ttellmewhoyouchoseas

yourcouncil?

Nkosi:Ichosemyfriendsbabe,mostoftheelders

didn'tagreewithitbutIwasn'tabouttochoosetheir

sonswhoarejuststrangerstome.Iknowmyguys

gotme,pluswe'vebeenthroughalottogetherand

theyknowmyupsanddownsandhowtoadviseme.

Me:Gooddecison.Youdoknowyou'llhaveto

discusseverythingwithmeandtakedecisionswith

meandconfideinme?

Nkosi:YesMyQueen.

Me:That'sthemostexcitingpartaboutit.You'll

actuallylearnhowtoreallycommunicatewithme.

Nkosi:Butbabe!Mycommunicationskillswere

improvingalot,thankyouverymuch.

HesaidsarcasticallyandIrolledmyeyesathim.



Thedaywentontobeareallyreallygreatsuccess.

Theeldersreallylovedthetraditionalbeer,Iguess

PheloandIworkedourmagic.Mybrotherscameto

meandwehuggedforareallyreallylongtime.

Me:Okayyouguysaresquashingmenow.Lwazi:

Sorrylittleonebutthisalljustseemslikeadreamto

me.

Lungelo:There'ssomeoneIwantyoutomeet,Ithink

I'minlovesis.

Me:Finally!Godhasshownussomelight.A

beautifulshortgirlcameholdingLungelo'shand.

Theywerereallycutetogether.Sheseemedpretty

shy,shewasabouttobowbeforemeandIstopped

her.

Me:Nono,don'tdothat.Comeinforanicewarm

hug.

Lungelo:Don'tkillmygirl.

WelaughedandhernamewasVuyelwa.She's

XhosaandIcannotgetoverhowcuteshewas.We

talkedforawhileanditwasgoodtoseethat

Lungelowashappy.Weallwerejustworriedabout



himandwhenhe'dfinallysettledown.People

startedtoleave,itwasgettinglateyetsomepeople

seemedliketheyareplanningonstayingherethe

wholenight.

Sipho:Iwanttosleep.

Me:Come,we'reallgoingtobednow.Ituckedthem

in,ittookalittlelongersinceLisawasjusttalking

non-stop.NkosinathigotinasIwasabouttoleave

thekidsroom.

Nkosi:AaahImissedthem,Ithoughtthey'dbeup.

Me:Theyaretired.Lisajustfellasleep,shewasstill

goingonabouthowsheenjoyedherday.

Nkosi:We'rereallyblessedwithsuchbeautifuland

talentedkids.

Me:Iguessso.Buhlewasjustdoingnonsense,she

reallycan'tdance.Justlikeherparents.

Welaughedandwenttoournewroom.Itwasn'tthe

onehisparentsusedbutwenowweregoingtostay

atthemainhouse.Wetookofourclothesandtook

alongshower,wewerebothveryexhaustedandwe



gotinbed.Iwaslyingonhischestaswespoke

abouttodayandthedaysahead

Me:Whathaveyoudecidedaboutthecompany?

Nkosi:I'llmakeMrDuzaneCEO.He'sbeenwithus

foralongtimeandknowseverythingaboutthe

company,ItrusthimbutIalsowillbehandsonwith

thethingsthatwillneedmepersonally.Withme

beingKinghereIwon'thavemuchtimetohandlemy

businessesandsomewillbehandledbyyou,it'sstill

goingtobehecticAyabonga.

Me:IknowandIunderstand.Justmaketimeforthe

kidsplease.

Nkosi:IwillandIwillmaketimeforyoutoo.The

kidswillhavetochangeschool's,they'llgotoschool

inPMB,atleastthatslesstravelling.Iwillfigureout

therestofthethingsokay,fornowIjustneedyouto

bepatientwithmeandtrustinme.Ineedmywifeby

myside.

Me:ItrustyouandIwillstandbyyourside.Just

don'tbeastrangerokay?

Nkosi:Iwon't.



Me:Let'ssleep,IloveyouMyKing.

Nkosi:Iain'tsleepingwithoutgettingsome,Ihaven't

poundedthathotassinaweek!

Me:(laughs)Ithoughtyouwereexhausted?

Nkosi:NevertooexhaustedforyoumyQueen.

Ilaughedathimandwepassionatelymadelovefor

thefirsttimeasKingandQueen.Itfeltsoogoodand

Ihavemissedhavinghiminsideofme.Idon'tknow

whatthedaysaheadholdforusbutwhatIdoknow

isthatwecandothisaslongaswehaveeachother.

Wewerechosenforthis,lovechoseustobe

together.Itwasboundtohappenbeforewewere

evenbornGodknewhisplanforus.Ourloveis

extraordinary.Wewereboundbyfate.

#NkosiNaye:BoundByFate
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Itsbeenaweek,thefirstweekthathashadsucha

hugeturnaroundinmylife.Aweekthathasmended

meandhasshownmealotaboutmyself.Ihave

beenattendingmeetings,mostlywithyounggirlsof

theKingdomandI'vegrowntobeawomanthatcan

relate,adviseandlistentoyounggirlsastheyshare

theirstorieswithmeandseekadvicefromme.The

QueenMotherandtheretiredKingmadean

announcementatDinnerthedayaftertheordaining

ceremonythattheyarelivingLangelihleforthenext

fewmonthsandtravellingaroundtheworld.AsI

speakrightnowtheyareinBrazil.Nkosinathitold

methatBrazilisaplacewherehisfatherhasalways

wantedtogo,hedreamedofitandnowhismaking

hisdreamscometrue.Theyaregettingtolivethe

lifetheydeserve.PheloandMayibongwestayedwith

usinLangelihlebuttheywentbacktoJohannesburg

yesterday.Athi,DannyandMphoarestillhereand

havebeenwithNkosinathiwhereverhegoes.The

firstfewdayswerehardtoaddressNkosinathias"

MyKing"or"Greatone"Isometimesjustfound



myselflaughingwhenIhavetoaddresshimassuch

whenthereareeldersandhiscouncil,Dannyalways

justlaughswithme.Thefirstfewdays,theelders

werecomplainingandarguingwithNkosinathiabout

havingawhitemanwhichisDannyaspartofhis

councilmembers.TheKing,wasn'thearingnonofof

itandhetoldthemwhoeverquestionshisdecisions

andhasaproblemwithhavingDannyaspartofhis

councilmembersshouldjuststepoutandnever

lookbackbecausehewillnotchangehisdecision.

Philasandehasbeenmakingsurethecompanyis

runningsmootlyandhasbeencontactingNkosi

aboutit.Wedecidedtokeepourhouse,Sbahleis

stayingtherewithherfriendPamela.Theyhaven't

beenthrowinganypartiesormisbehavingbecause

theyknowNkosinathihascamerasaroundthe

house.Hetoldthemwhenevertheywanttohave

justafewfriendsovertheyshouldaskfor

permissionfromme.Thekidsarenowattending

schoolinPMBbutthetwinsnowstayathomeand

they'llstartcrechenextyear.Idon'twantthem

attendingadaycarecentrejustforafewhoursin

PMBandtheyhavetotravelalot,itwillstrainthem.I



dohaveanannythatlooksafterthemwhenI'mnot

home.Iwokeupandhewasn'tinbed,hecamelate

tobedlastnight.IguessithasallstartedandIneed

tobeunderstandingandpatient.Itookabathand

woremyjeans,takkiesandyellowsweater.Yep!Ido

wearpantsandmyhusbandhasnoproblemwith

that.Nooneelsecantellmewhattowearifhe

approvesofit.Igotdownstairsandhewasfeeding

BuhlebenkosiandSiphosenkosi.

Me:Morning

Nkosi:You'reup,Ididn'twanttowakeyouup.Sorry

forcomingtobedlatelastnight.

Me:It'sokay.

Nkosi:Whatareyoudoingtoday?

Me:I'mfreetoday.I'lljuststaywiththekidsandyou?

Nkosi:We'regoingtooneofthevillageshere.We

havemeetingswiththechiefs.

Hestoodupandcametome.Heheldmywaistand

gavemealongtighthug.

Nkosi:Imissyou



Me:Imissyoutoo

Nkosi:We'llhavedinnertogethertonight,justthe

twoofus.

Me:Okay,I'mlookingforwardtoit.

Danny,MphoandAthiwalkedinjoiningusfor

breakfast.Isiphilerushedout,Iguessshe'slatefor

schoolagain.

Danny:Morninglovebirds.I'llbegoingbackto

Durbantonight,myverypregnantwifeneedsme.

Me:Sendhermyregards.I'msureshesgoingtopop

anytimefromnow.IdoknowherduedateandI'llbe

inDurbanthatweek.Makesureshekeepson

drinkingalotofwaterandeatingvegetables,you

knowwhatacomplicatedpregnancyshe'shad.

Danny:It'sbeentoughhey,I'llmakesureofit.Thank

you

WehadbreakfasttogetherandLisandadecidedto

showupwithasuitcase.Theservantstookittoher

car.

Nkosi:Andwhereareyougoing?



Lisanda:Anotherbusinesstripbro,I'mgoingbackto

Limpopo.I'llbebackin3weeksoramonth.

Nkosi:Dotheparentsknowaboutthis?Idoknow

you'renotgoingtoanybusinesstripyou'regoingto

seeEnnock.

Lisanda:Howdoyouknowaboutthat?

ShelookedatmewithabadeyeandIshrugged.

Me:I'mnottheonewhotoldhim.

Nkosi:Youbetterbeusingprotection.I'mnotgoing

tojudgeyouortellyouwhattodo.It'syourlifeand

youchoosewhoyoulove.Yourparentswon'tbe

pleasedbutthey'llaccepthim.Don'tgoandmarry

himsecretlyandcausechaos,ourmotherwouldjust

haveaheartattack.Talktoher.

Lisanda:IwasthinkingsisNayecantellherforme.

Me:What?Why?

Nkosi:Don'tdragmywifeintosolvingyourproblems

foryou.Youwilltellher,shecanonlybetherefor

you.

Lisanda:YesMyKing.



Shebowedandleft.Wellthatwasweirdand

awkwardforme.Afterweweredonewithbreakfast

theguysleftandIwatchedT.V.withmykids.While

wewerewatchingIfelttheneedtogototheloo.On

mywaytheIpassedonoftheyoungservantscrying.

Me:Whyareyoucrying?

Her:MyQueen,I'msorrymyqueen.Ididn'tknow

anyonewouldseemehere,i'llgocontinuewithmy

duties.

Me:No,Comewithme.

Her:OkaymyQueen.

Shefollowedmetothethelounge.Iquicklywentto

thebathroomwhenIcamebackshewasn’tthere

anymore.Okaythat'sstrange,wheredidshe

disappearto?Iaskedthekidsiftheysawherbut

theyweren'tevenpayingattentiontome.That'sjust

howtheygetwhentheyarewatchingcartoons.I

wentoutandmyguardsfollowedme.Itoldthemnot

tofollowmearoundwhenI'minsidethehouse.I

askedthemiftheysawanygirlrushingoutandI

describedher.TheysaidhernameisLondy.They



wenttolookforherandcamebackwithher.She

kneeleddownandapologizedfordisappearingon

me.Wewentinsidethehouseandwenttothe

lounge.

Me:Whywereyoucrying?Youseemstressed.

Londy:Idon'twanttobotheryouwithmyproblems

myQueen.

Me:Youseematadbityounggohaveproblems,

firstboyfriendgivingyouproblems?

Shelaughedatmeandshookherhead.

Londy:Iwishthatwasmyproblembutnomyqueen.

Me:Thenwhatisit?

Londy:It'snoteasytotalktotheQueenherselfyou

know,it'shardforme.

Me:Thinkofitasyoutalkingtoyourbestfriend.

Londy:WelllastnightIoverheardmyfathertalking

tomymotheraboutmarryingmeofftohisfriend.

Hisfriendhasapproachedmeseveraltimes,that

manisold,he'sevenolderthanmyfather.



Me:Suchnonsense!Whatdidyourmothersayabout

that?

Londy:Shewascrying,shehasnosaytothis.My

fatheristhemanofthehouseandhemakesall

decisions.

Me:Howoldareyou?

Londy:17

Me:Shouldn'tyoubeatschool?

Londy:MyfathersaidIshouldn'tattendschooland

focusmoreonlearninghousedutiessoIcouldbea

goodwife.

Me:Utternonsense,thatwon'tbehappening.I'll

speaktotheKingandI'llseewhatIcando.Don't

worryyourselfaboutthisokay.

Londy:NoMyQueen,myfatherisaveryheartless

man.Hewillcontinuetodoashehasplanned,

defyinghiswisheswouldonlyleadmetobeinginso

muchtroublehemightevendisownmeor

Me:Or?

Londy:HeabusesmymotherandI.



Me:There'snothingIhatemorethanabuse.You'll

stayhereuntilIsortthisissueoutokay.Gobackto

yourdutiesandI'llfindawaytogetyourmotherhere.

Londy:You'reverykindmyQueen.Ilookuptoyou,I

knowyouwereonceagynae.Ialsowanttobeone,

wellthatsifitwilleverhappen.I'mnotgoodin

Mathsatall.

Me:Italljusttakespractice,practicemakesperfect.

Wetalkedforawhileandgottoknowoneanother.

Shethenwentbacktoherduties.Ichangedintoa

kneelengthdenimskirtandwenttothefieldswhere

theyarenowplantingvegetablesandfruits.Itwill

benefitthepeopleofthisKingdomandwillbeable

toprovidefoodforschoolsfeedingschemes.Iput

onmygumbootsandwenttothefield.Peoplewere

bowingandgreetingwhenIpassedby.IputMam

NcedoasheadofthisprojectwhenI'mnotaround.

Everythingseemstobegoingwell,wepayallthe

peoplethathelpplantthecropsandthementhat

guardthispieceofland.Ithasbeensuccessfulso

farbutithasonlybeenafewdayssincewestarted.

IwasgettingdirtybutIdidn'tmind.Weplanted



almosthalfofthefield.

Me:I'mgettingtirednow.Howlonghaveyoubeen

here?

MaNcedo:SincethemorningmyQueen.Youmaygo

homeandrest,youdon'tneedtobedoingthis.

Me:IwanttohelpMah.Ihavenothingtodoathome.

MaNcedo:PleasedonotcallmeMahmyQueen.

Me:You'reoldenoughtobemymother,just

becauseI'mQueendoesn'tmeanIshouldn'trespect

you.I'mfeelingabitdizzy.

Shecalledoneboytocomewithachairandwater

forme.Isatdownanddrankwater.

Me:Thankyou.

Isatdownasshekeptongoingonandtellingme

aboutherselfandhowsheseesrightthroughme.

Me:Whatdoyoumeanwhenyousayyouseeright

throughme?

MaNcedo:Youdon'tknowmyQueen?Iwonderwhat

kindofDoctorwereyouifyoucannoteventellthat



you'repregnant.

Me:AwuMah,I'mjustdizzy.PlusI'veneverbeen

abletotellthatI'mpregnantfrommyfirstpregnancy.

AsIalwayssay,ahealercannothealhimself.

MaNcedo:WellIcanseerightthroughyou.

Me:Buttherehaven'tbeenanysignsofpregnancy,

justdizzinessonly.

Shelaughedatmeandcontinuedworking.CanI

reallybepregnant?Idohavepregnancytestingkitat

home.Isaidmygoodbyestoeveryoneandwent

backtothepalace.WhenIgotthere,Kwenzo,Emihle

andLisawerebackfromschool.Theyallwentwith

metomyroomandwetalkedaboutthierday.Itook

ashowerwhilelisteningtotheirstoriesandSipho

singingoutloudly.HewassingingasongIcannot

reallyfigureout.Iguesshe'llbeasingerjustlikehis

father.IdidthepregnancytestandIwaitedfor

2minutes,theseminutesarejustalwaysthelongest

minutesinlife.ItshowedtworedlinesandthatI

was2weekspregnant.Ilaughedalittleandthought

aboutMaNcedo.IguessIjusthavetowaitforour



specialdinnersoIcantellhimthegreatmews.It

wastimefordinnerbutNkosiwasn'tbackyet.We

haddinnerandIputthekidstobed.Iwaitedand

waitedforhimtocomebackuntilIjustdecidedto

alsogotobed.Afterafewhourshecamebackand

stoodbythedoor.Ijustcontinuedreadingthe

magazineIwasslowlypagingthrough.

Nkosi:I'msorry,welosttrackoftimeandthe

meetingtooklongerthanIexpected.

Me:Okay

Nkosi:I'mreallysorryNaye,IknowIpromisedyou

andI'llmakeituptoyou.

Me:It'sokayNkosinathi,Iunderstand.There's

somethingIwanttoshowyou.

Ishowedhimthepregnancytestandhehuggedme.

Nkosi:You'repregnant!Nokukhanya,thankyou.

Thankyouverymuch

Hecarriedmeandwelaidonthebedandhelooked

deeplyintomyeyes.

Nkosi:Iwannamakelovetoyou.



Me:Wellthisisthefirst,sincewhendoyouask?

Nkosi:WellIwasn'taskingbutIwasjusttellingyou.

Helaughedatmeandwetalkedforawhilebefore

makinglove.Itwasbeautifulandpassionate.Filled

withsomuchloveanddevotion.
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Allinall,lifehasbeenamazingbutchallengingtoo

forthepastmonth.Forme,italljusthappened

unexpectedly.Nkosinathitreatsmelikeafragile

personwhohasthishugesicknessbutit'sjust

morningsicknesses,hemakessurethatIdon'tdo

anythingthatwillmakemestandforawhileorthat

willexhaustme.Hehasliterallybecomemydoctor.

LondekastayswithusintheRoyalPalace,herfather

triedbyallmeanstostopNkosifromtakingher.

Whenwegottoherhomeaboutaweekago,her



fatherhadalreadymadeherpackherbagsashe

wastakinghertothisveryoldmanhewantedherto

marry.Itwashardbutattheend,Londekaendedup

goinghomewithus.Hermothercomestoseeher

everyday,thefatherisn'tabusingheranymorebut

shestillthinksitsnotsafeforLondekatocome

backhome,sheknowsshe'llbewelltakencareof

here.Londekaalsowentbacktoschoolandhas

beendoingwell.IalsomadesurethatIannounced

totheKingdomthatmarryingoffyounggirlstoold

menandstoppingthemfromtheirrightofgoingto

schoolisaveryillegalthingtodothereforeany

familywhopartakesinthatshallfaceserious

consequences.Thegardenprojecthasalsobeen

goingwell,we'vemanagedtoplantvarioustypesof

vegetablesandfruitsinthewholefield.Myhusband

isveryproudofmeandwesupporteachotherin

everythingwedo.WearecurrentlyinDurban,

Nkosinathihadsomebusinesstotakecareofas

Philahadfoundtheculpritwhowasresponsiblefor

themoneythatkeptondisappearing,itwasallbeing

transferredtoNdiphiwe'saccountandoneofthe

accountantswasresponsibleforthat.Wehada



hugeargumentthatdaybecauseIwantedtoknow

whyhasn'thejustremovedNdiphiwefromthisearth.

Hetoldmethathecannotkillthemotherofhischild,

asmuchasshedoesn'tactlikeonesheisstillhis

motherandkillingherisn'tsomethingheiscapable

ofdoing.IwassoangrybutIunderstood,ifIwas

alsoinhisshoes,Iwouldn'tbeabletodoit.I

wouldn'tbeabletolivewithmyself.Inallthat

NkosinathihasputNdiphiwethrough,addedupwith

killingher,itwould'vetakenastrainonhimandheis

achangedman,Iwouldn'twanttoberesponsiblefor

takinghimbacktothemonsterhewasjustbecause

ofmyselfishdesiresorshallIsaywants.

Sbahle:Wantsomefruitsalad?

Me:Yesplease,don'taddapplesthough.

Sbahle:Okay

Me:Makesureyouputlowfatyoghurt.

Sbahle:Feedingapregnantwomanissofrustrating,

theyneverknowwhattheywant.

Me:Youalwayshaveaproblemwithpregnancy.



Sbahle:It'sbecauseIdon'twanttohavechildren.

Thethoughtofhavingmyownandhavingamassive

stomachisscary.Noactuallyitsterrifying.

Me:Whatever,that'swhatyoursisterusedtosaybut

looknow,shehasKabeloandshesagreatmother.

Sbahle:Idon'tthinkI'llchangemymind.I'm20,butI

don'thaveaboyfriend,I'venevereverhadone.

Me:Isn'tthatwhiteguyyou'realwayswithyour

boyfriend?Ithoughthewas

Sbahle:Nick!Nonever.Pamelahasacrushonhim.

He'stoomuchofafuckerandIknowaboutallhis

trash,I'dnevereverdatehim.

Wetalkedforawhileandsheplayedsomemusicon

herphone.Wesangalongtooneofmyoldfavorites,

Beyonce_Youaremyrock.

Me:Iusedtolovethissongsomuch,Isangit

everyday.

Sbahle:IsingiteverydayeventhoughIdon'teven

knowwhoI'msingingit,wellactuallyIdoknowbut

it'snevergoingtohappen.Youknowwhenyou're



loyaltosomeoneyetyou'renoteventogether?

Watchinghimeverydayaskingoutgirls,lookingfor

loveinotherplacesyetyou'rejustrightnexttohim,

itstwistedIknowbuttheheartwantswhatitwants.

Me:Iunderstandhowyoufeel,isitNick?

Sbahle:No,it'sKamogelang.

Me:Kamo!!She'smarried!She'snotlesbian,nowait

areyoulesbian?

Sbahle:Shitdamnno!Nother!Arghyourhormones

arejustmakingyoudumb.Hellno!Letmeshowyou

hispic,hisfullnameisOvhayoKamogelang,he

hatestheOvhayonamesowesticktoKamo.

Me:Wowhe's,he'sveryhandsomeandwellbuilt.

Sbahle:Hecallsme"Buddy"andIjusthatethatso

much.

Me:Thefriendzonehey.IputNkosionthefriendzone

for4years.

Sbahle:Wasitworthit?

Me:Icouldsayso.



Sbahle:Whathurtsmemoreisthathisgirlfriendis

cheatingonhim,heissuchalover.Thatgirlisan

idiot

Me:Myadvice,don'tbetheonewhotellshim.Let

himfindoutforhimself.

Sbahle:Iwon'tpluswenottalkingfornow.We

arguedbecauseIdidn'twanttohavelunchwithhim

forthepastfewdays.

Me:Whydidn'tyouwanttohavelunchwithhim?

Sbahle:He,hehasthisthingoflikingtoholdmy

handwhichjustmakesmybodyfeelhotandI'm

tryingtostayasfarawayfromhimaspossible.

Me:Wellthatwillbehardbecausehiscalling.I'll

answerandputitonloudspeaker.

ShenoddedandIanswered.Hehasagoodvoice

Ovhayo:"Sbahle"

Sbahe:"What!"

Ovhayo:"I'msorryaboutwhatIsaidlastnight.Ican't

standitwhenyou'renottalkingtome.Please,I'lldo

anythingforyoutoforgiveme.ItsjustthatIdon't



understandwhyyou'redistancingyourselffromme,I

don'tgetit"

Sbahle:"I'mnotdistancingmyself..."

Shewhisperedandshedidhaveasadexpressionon

herface.Younglove,itsreallycute.I'malmost32

butI'mbusyblushingoveraconversationgoingon

between20yearolds.

Ovhayo:"Thenwhatdoyoucallwhatyou'redoing?

Youdon'twanttohavelunchwithme,youjustlook

awayandheadanotherdirectionwhenIcometoyou,

youevendon'tallowmetoholdyourhandanymore,

whatdidIdowrong?"

Sbahle:"WhydoyouholdmyhandOvhayo?"

Ovhayo:"Idon'tlikethatnamebutsomehowwhen

youcallmewithit,itfeelsspecial.Ijustloveit.Ihold

yourhandsoyouwon'tbeabletoleaveme,Ihold

yourhandbecauseIfeelasifI'mprotectingyou."

He'sinlovewithyou,Iwhispered.Ihopehedoesn't

hearme.Sbahledidn'tevenanswerhim.Hekepton

askingifshe'sstillthereandshefinallyresponded.



Sbahle:"I'llhavelunchwithyoubutjustpromiseme

youwon'tholdmyhand.Orhugme,likejustdon't

touchmeatall"

Ovhayo:"Idon'tknowifIcandothatbutI'lltry."

TheysaidtheirgoodbyesandIjustsmiledlikea

inloveteenager.

Sbahle:Andthen?

Me:Helovesyou,that'sconfirmed.

Sbahle:You'recrazy.

Wehadourfruitsaladwhilejusttalkingand

watchingtv.IgotacallfromDanny

Me:Dandan?

Danny:Idon'tknowwhatsgoingon,She'ssweating,

she'scrying.Idon'tknowwhattodo.

Me:Takehertothehospital,I'mcoming.

Danny:Ithinkherwaterjustbroke.

Me:TakehertothehospitalDanny,don'tpanic

please.Justtellhertobreatheandwe'llmeetthere.



Iendedthecallandtookanycarkeysthatwere

closest.IthrewthematSbahle

Me:Drive.

Sbahle:Damn!I'mabouttodriveaBMW1i8!Iknow

Bhut'Nkosiwillkillmeafterthis,butI'maboutto

crackthiscar.

Me:OkayIthinkI'mchangingmymind.

Sbahle:You'renotallowedtodrive,you'repregnant.

Shewinkedatmeanddroveoff.Shereallydidcrack

itandwegottheresoonerthanexpected.

LayLay:DrMkhize,nicetoseeyouagain.

Me:IneedyoutopreparearoomforMrsMcKenzie,

herwaterbroke.

LayLay:I'monit,yourusualteam?

Me:Yesplease.

Afterafewminutesshecamebeingrushedinwith

stretcher.ShewastakentoherroomasIchanged.I

wenttoherandhertemperaturewastoohighso

washerbloodpressure.



Me:Zee,openyourlegsformepleasemydarling.

Shewasweak,sheslowlyopenedthemupandI

checkedher.

Me:It'snottimeyet.Ithinkshe'sgoingtoneedan

epidural.

Nurse:I'monit.

Herconditionwasbad,shewastooweak.Iwentto

ourdesignatedwaitingroomwheneverwe'rehere.

Theotherswerealreadyhere.

Me:Danny,heyguys.

Danny:Howisshe?

Me:Tooweakfornaturalbirth.Itseemsasifitwill

beatoughdelivery.She'llneedtheC-Section.We'll

monitorher....

Icouldn'tfinishbecauseIwascalledbythenurseto

immediatelygettoherroom.Werushedhertothe

emergencyroom.

DrMazibuko:Weneedtodeliverthisbabyrightnow

buttheheadisstillfar.



Me:C-Section,yesI'llbefine.

DrM:Okay,I'llinformtheothers.Youdoknowthe

situationwe'reinrightnow.Willyouinformthem?

Me:Yes,yesIwill.

Iwentbacktothewaitingroom,Iwasabouttocry

butIdidnt.MytearswillscarethemandIdon'twant

that.IneedtobestrongforZiyanda.LittleDanver

wassittingwithLubah.Helookssomuchlike

ZiyandayethealsolookslikeDanny.

Nkosi:Whatsgoingon?

Me:Canyouallsitdown,Idon'thavemuchtime.

Danny:Issheokay?

Me:She's,theyareinacriticalcondition.Ithurtsto

saythisbutifithappensthatwehavetosaveone

andlooseone....

Isatdownandclosedmyeyes.Ihatedaskingthat

questionbutIhadto.

Me:Danny,whodowesave?

Danny:Saveher,nomatterwhat.JustsaveherNaye.



Icouldn'tholdbackmytears.Theywerealljust

makingmeemotional.

Nkosi:WhateverhappensNaye,it'snotyourfault.

Don'tbetoohardonyourself.

Inoddedandweallhuggedandprayed.Iwentback

tothetheatreroomandwegotready.Wehadnow

putmachinestohelpherbreathe.

DrM:Ready?

Me:YesIam.

Afterafewhoursofstruggleandcomplications,we

finallydeliveredababygirl.Shewascleanedand

connectedtomachinesthatcouldassistherwith

herbreathing.WestitchedZeeupandshestarted

breathingheavily.Iwentuptoherwhiletheytriedto

stablizeher.

Zee:Takecareofmychildren.

Shewhisperedandstoppedbreathing.

Me:Ziyanda!!Ziyanda!!!No,no!!Don'tdothis!

Ikeptonshakingher,tryingtowakeherupbutshe

didnt.No,thiscan'tbe,thiscan'thappen.



Me:Ziyanda!

DrM:DrMkhize,we'velosther.Letherrestinpeace.

Hesaidasheclosedhereyes.Ifelltotheground

andcried.Weneedher,herchildrenneedher.Danny

needsher.Wecannotfunctionwithoutoneofus.An

infantneedsheranddependsonher.Thiscannot

happen.Ihavefailedtosaveher.Shepassedaway

inmyhands.ShehadherlastbreathwhileIwas

holdingher.DrMazibukohelpedmeupandhugged

meforawhile.

DrM:Icandeliverthenewsforyou.

Inoddedandwewenttothewaitingroomwhilehe

washoldingme.Nkosiquicklycametomeandheld

me,pushingawayDrMazibuko.Hisjealousyisn't

whatIneedrightnow.

DrM:I'mverysorry,wetriedeverythingwecouldto

savethebothofthem.Ithadalreadybeena

successfuldeliveryandtheywerebothokaybut...

butwelosther.

Danny:She'sgone.Ziyanda!!Ziyanda!!Ziyanda!



HescreamedwhilepunchingthewallwhileJabu

wentovertohim.Heknowswhathe'sgoingthrough.

Iknowwhatheisgoingthrough.Losingyourpartner,

theoneyouloveisheartbreaking.Itisasifyourown

souldieswhileitisinsideofyou.Wewereallin

tears,Nkositryingtoholdme,Icouldn'tbeinhere.It

wastoomuch,Snehwasonthefloorcryingoutloud.

She'slosthersister,welostafriend,amother,a

wifeandasistertoallofus.Whyisthishappening?

Wecannotgothroughthis,wewillnotsurvive.

Dannywillnotsurvivethis.

Nkosi:Whereisthebaby?

Me:She'salive,she'susingbreathingmachinesbut

she'llbeokayinafewdays.Danny,doyouwantto

seeher?

Danny:No.

Sneh:I'llgoseeher.

Zandy:Weallwill

Nkosi:IncludingyouDanny.Thisisyourchild,she

alsoneedsyou.



Helookeddownandnodded.Thisisgoingtobe

hard,hardforallofus.AthiwascarryingDanverwho

waspeacefullysleeping,notknowingwhenhe

wakesuphewon'thavehismother.

Me:ShesaidIshouldtakecareofherchildren,those

wereherlastwords.Shediedinmyhands

Nkosinathi.

Nkosi:It'sgoingtobeokay.Ssshwe'llallwork

thingsoutanditwillbeokay.

SnehandNtoko'scrieswereheartbreaking,they

werecryingtheloudest.Siya,she'sstrong.Shewas

makingphonecallsandinformingtheothers.Theres

nofamilytoinform,itwasjustherandSneh.Weare

herfamily.Weallwenttoseeherbaby.

Danny:ShewantedtonameherOnikaLethukuthula

McKenzie.

Ngamso:I'llgofillintheforms.

WealljustbrokedownwhenOnikacriedforthefirst

time.

Danny:Ican'tdothis.



Heleftandtheguysallfollowedhimaswestayed

withthebaby.Itwassilent,youcouldonlyhearthe

silentcriesandsniffs.Wewillallnotbeableto

survivethis,we'velostoneofus,it'salljusttoo

muchtotakein.Ziyanda,comebacktous.Weneed

you.
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Idon'tknowhowtofeelaboutthissuddendeathand

whatadrasticchangeithasmadeinourlives.Death,

itcomesunexpectedlyandbreakstheheartsofour

lovedones.Ithasbrokenallofourheartsandwe

havealljustbecomesilentandbottledouremotions.

SnehtookDanverhomewithherthatdayandshe

hasbeenstayingwithhim.Todaythechildwillbe

goinghome,Onikaisnowabletobreatheonher

ownandluckilyshedidntrejectformulamilk.Bonga,



hewhisperedinhereartellingher,hermotherhas

passedawayjustliketheydidintheoldendays.She

hasn'tbeencryingalotlikeshedidwhenshewas

born.ThefirsttimeDannyheldherwassoemotional,

hecried.Heliterallycriedsomuchitwaslikealittle

babywascryingwhileOnikawasjuststaringinto

space.HewenthomewithherandSnehsleptover

therewhilehelpinghimaroundandadjusttohaving

ababy.Whiletheyrestweallgoandassisthimin

everywaywecan.We'vebeenarrangingthefuneral

anditwillbehereinDurban.Wecannotgoburyher

anywhereelsebecauseshehasnofamilybesides

Snehandtheydon'thaveaplacetheycallhomeplus

shewasalreadyaMcKenziesosheshouldbeburied

withotherMcKenzie's.Danny'sfather,Razorwas

veryhurtbythisbutthemotherdidn'tcarethat

much.Theynevergotalongwellasshewasagainst

Dannymarryingablackgirl.Thekidsarein

Langelihlebesidesthetwins,Iwasnervousabout

alsoleavingSabelosababakhebehindbutshe'sbeen

doingverywellwithoutmeanditshowshowmuch

shehasgrown.IwasgladwhenNongcebowentto

Langelihletostaywiththemandshealsocamewith



Dimpho.Nkosi'sparentsarealsoinLangelihlenow

andwillcometoDurbanonFridayastherewillbea

memorialserviceforherandthefuneralwilltake

placeonSaturday.Everythinghasbeengoingwell

withthefuneralarrangements.Nkosinathihasbeen

veryfrustratedandworriedabouthisfriend,

Ziyanda'spassinghashadahugeeffectonallofus.

Nkosi:Readytogo?

Me:Yesletsgo.

Itookmybagandsaidgoodbyetothetwins,they

wereleftbehindwithSbahleandPamela.Hedrove

offandwewereheadedtoDanny'shouse.That's

wherewe'vebeenatmostofthetime.Someofhis

auntiescomeatthehousetoseehimandleave

afterthat.Hereallydoesn'thavemuchsupportfrom

hisfamilybesideshisfatherandheistheonlychild

fromhisparents.EvenPhila'sbrotherisheretoo.

Wegotinsideandwewerethelasttoarrive.

Nkosi:GoodMorning.

ThegirlsrespondedsoftlyandNkosilookedatallof

us,wewereallphysicallyandemotionallydrained.



Ntoko:TheguysareallinDanny'sroom.

HenoddedandwenttoDanny'sroomasIsatdown

onthekitchenstool.Zandypassedmeaglasswith

wineastheywerealldrowninginalcohol.

Me:Icannotdrink.

Kamo:Why?

Ithitme,Ihaven'ttoldthemaboutthepregnancyyet.

OnlySbahleknew.

Me:I'mpregnant.

Itsnotthemostexcitingnewsrightnow.It'salljust

dull,theypulledsmilesontheirfacesand

congratulatedme.IwishIhadtoldthembeforethis

tragedyhadhappened.Zandypouredjuiceforme

andgavemesomefruitstoeat.

Me:I'vealreadyeaten

Siya:EatNaye,youneedtotakecareofyourself.

Ididn'twanttosaynofurthersoIdecidedtoeat

eventhoughIwasn'thungryatall.

Ngamso:"Youknow,youguysareidiots.Itonlytook



meaminutetosolvethisbutyouguystooka

thousandyears,Ithinkyouboughtyourmatric

certificates."

ShemimickedZiyanda'svoiceandwealljust

laughedatherandcontinuedsayingthingsZiyanda

usedtosay.Shewasverysmart,Zandyisreallythe

smartestbetweenallofandZiyandawasthesecond.

Sheonceenteredsomemathscompetitionwhich

shewon.Shewasrallyintelligentandacomputer

geek.Wealllaughedandtalkedaboutourmemories

together.Zandyjustcriedsomuch,theywerereally

close.Andhavebeenthroughsooomuchtogether

evenbeforewewereallabundleoffriends,they

werereallyeachothersrideordie.Theirbondwas

justunbreakable.

Zandy:Irememberwhenwewereinthearmy,she

usedtowakemeupatnightandcrybecauseanant

waswalkingonherarmsyetshedidntfearagun.

Whointheirrightstateofmindwouldfearanantbut

wouldn'tfearagun.

Belinda:Shewasreallybrave.Addictedto

motorbikesandtakingrisks.



Ntoko:Rememberhowweusedtotellherbeingan

adrenalinejunkiewouldkillherandherresponse

wouldalwaysbe

Us:"IwanttodiebecauseofsomethingIlove"

Afterthatwewerejustallsilent.

Sneh:ToZiyandaBhengu

Us:ToZiyandaBhengu.

Weroseourglassesandlaughedcontinuingtotalk

abouther.I'mstillinshockanddisbeliefthatshe

hasreallypassedaway.Thatwe'llneverseeher

againever.Whatwillweevenbewithouther?We

preparedlunchandafteritwasreadyKamowentto

calltheguystocometothedinningroom.Danny

lookedlikeamess,I'msurehehasn'tevenshowered.

Itwassilent.Youcouldonlyhearthesoundof

utensilsclickingontheplates.Afterwewereall

doneweclearedthetableandtheywashedthe

dishes.IwasgoingtofetchmyselfablanketwhenI

heardsoftcries,itwasMpho.Iheldhisshoulderand

wecriedtogether.

Mpho:WhoamIgoingtoarguewith?Imissher



already,Imissher.Couldn'tIdieinsteadofher?

Me:Weallwishwewould'vetakenherplace,weall

missherandapartofeachandeveryoneofushas

diedwithher.Wewillforeverloveandcherishher.

Youknowhowsheis,shewouldn'thavewantedus

tocrysomuch.Shewould'vewantedustobehappy

andcelebrateherlife,shewouldarguewithyoufor

cryingforher.Butit'simpossiblenottocryforher.

Weheardloudcriesandthingsfalling.Wewentto

jointheothersandLubah,NkosiandJabuwere

holdingDanny.Heisabitsmallerthanthembuthe

wasstrongenoughtobeabletopushthemoffbut

Bongagotaholdofhimtillhedidn'tfightanymore

andlaidonthefloorcrying.Wesatdownonthe

couchandcried.

Me:Ihadalreadythoughtshewasokay,Ishould've

doublechecked,everythinhseemedtobeokay.Ilet

herdown,Ileteveryonedown.Iletherdiejustlike

thatrightinmyarms.Thisisallbecauseofme,I

could'vesavedher.Ishould'vedonesomething

Danny:It'snotyourfaultNaye,itwasboundto



happen.

Jabu:Youcannotblameyourself,stopdoingthis

please.

NkosinathiheldandIletitallout.Cryingwasmy

onlywayofgrievingforher.Afterafewhours

Nkosinathi'sparents,Mayi,Phelo,Lebo,Namhla,

Danny'sparentsandNcebawalkedin.Theygreeted

andsatdownwithallofus.

Nkosi'sFather:Dannymyson,getup.Iknowthisis

hardforyou,I'msureyoufeellikeyou'velostyour

ownlife.Grieveforher,lockyourselfupandcryfor

her.Screamifyouhavetobutattheendoftheday,

whenyouwalkoutthatdoor,holdyourheaduphigh

andbeafathertoyourchildren.Youareallthey

haveasaparentnow,beamotherandfatherto

them.

Razor:Takeastandmysonandraisethem.Shehas

lefttheminyourhandsandyoudon'twanttofailher

andyourkids.Shelovesyouandwillbelookingover

you.

Danny'smommadeaveryhurtfulandnastyremark



whichmadeeveryoneupset.

Her:Idon'tknowwhyyou'recryingoverher,shewas

justafteryourmoney.I'msurethosekidsaren'teven

yours.

Sneh:Excuseme!

Her:Youheardme.

Danny:GetoutSheila!Getoutofmyhouse!

Sheila,hernameistoobeautifulforarottensoullike

her.

Sheila:You'rethrowingmeout?Yourownmother

MaQ:Ithinkyouheardhimverywell.Leave

Sheila:You'renothismother,shutup.

Danny:She'smoreofamothertomethanyouare.

Nowgetout

Sheila:Excuseme?

Danny:Youheardme.

Shestoodupandleft.ShelookedbackatDanny's

fatherwhojustpretendedasifhedidn'tevenseeher.



Shebangedthedoorandweheardhercarstartand

leave.

MaQ:Bastard,sorryforthatmyson.

Danny:It'sokay,Ijustneedsometimetomyself

please.Pleaseleavewiththekids,I'llcomefetch

themtomorrowmorning.Me:Wecannotleaveyou

herealoneDanny

Nkosi:We'llstaywithhim,justtomakesurehe

doesn'thurthimself.

Danny:Iwanttobealone

Phila:Youwon'tevenfeelourpresence.We'llgive

youyourownspacebutwe'llbehere.

Wealltookourthingsandleft.Itseemedasif

everyonewasgoingtomyhouse.WegotthereandI

servedteaandbiscuits.Weweren'treallyhungryfor

heavyfoods.

Phelo:ComewithmeSiya,weneedtofetchafew

thingsforthefuneral.

MaQ:Ihiredacateringteam,Idon'tthinkanyofus

willhavethestrengthtocook.



Sneh:Thankyouma

Westayedinsilence,onlysoundsfromtheplayroom

wereheardasthekidswereplaying.Idon'tknow

howweareallgoingtorecoverfromthis.Idon't

thinkwe'llrecoveratall.Ithasindeedbeenoneof

thesaddestthingsthathavehappenedinourlives.

Weallknowthatonedaywe'reallgoingtodie,we

neverexpectedoneofustodiesosoon.Itwastoo

soon,ithasdamagedusandIdon'tseeuspulling

throughandbeingokayinthefuture.Apartofusis

goneanditcanneverbereplaced.We'velostour

own,we'llforeverloveherandkeepherinourhearts.

WeloveyouZiyandaBhengu.
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FuneralshavealwaysbeensomethingIdon'tlike

attendingandhavealwayscreepedmeout.Having



toattendfuneralsandburypeopleyouloveistoo

hurtfulandsad,youalwaysjustwishtheycouldjust

wakeupandbealiveagain.Thelastgoodbyehurts

deepinsidetheheart.Thethoughtsyouhaveasyou

sitandlistentothepastorreadtheobituary,the

momentthecasketgoesrightdown,thatswhen

realitykicksin.That'swhereyoufullyacceptthathe

orsheisgone.Thatyouwillneverseethatperson

again.Iguesswhenyoufindoutthey'vepastyou're

stillindenial.Butafuneralisaconfirmation,that

whatyouthoughtwasadreamisactuallyhappening.

IlookedatmyselfinthemirroronemoretimeasI

tiedmyhairandpassedoverNkosinathi'stietohim.

Nkosi:Youlookbeautiful.

Me:Thankyou.

Thingshavebeenroughforhimto,healsolosta

friendanditactuallyfeelslikewe'velosttwofriends.

Danny,heisbroken.We'llneverhavethesame

Dannyeveragain.Ahugepartofhimhasdiedwith

her.Onikahasbeenwithme,Iguessit'struewhen

theysaybabiesloveapregnantwoman.She'sbeen

stucktomeandIenjoyeverytimeIspendwithher.



Thekidsalsolovehavingheraround,Buhlebenkosi

feelsasifshe'soldernowjustbecauseshehelps

mebabysitOnikaandthatOnikaismuchyounger

thanher.Iwentdownstairsandthekidswerealso

ready,we'reallwearingwhite.That'swhatshe's

alwayswantedbecauseshebelievedthatwearing

blackinafuneralisoutdatedandsad,thatwearing

whitesendsofapersontoabetterplaceandit's

morepeacefulbutIjustthinkitsbecausewhitewas

herfavouritecolour.WeallgotintothecarasNkosi

drove,Iplayedoneofourfavouritesongs,Zandie

Khumalo_GratefulfromIzikhaliZamaNtungwa

album.Listeningtothatsongmademeso

emotionalandIjustcriedasIheldOnikaclosely.

Me:Shelovesyou.Shewould'vebeensuchagreat

mothertoyoujustlikeshewastoDanver.Wegotto

achurchthatsheusuallyattended,amongstallofus

she'stheonewhoattendedchurchmorethanweall

did.Sheusedtosayeachandeverytimeshesthere

shefeelsasifGodforgivesherforallthesinsshe's

doneandthelivesshe'stakenaway,thathe

understandshowsheneededtodoit.Ziyandawasa



weirdcharacter,shewasglamorousyetshewasn’ta

snob.Shewasdangerousandscarybutverysweet.

Oneofhermajoraspectswasthatshewas

unpredictable.Youcouldn'ttellhowshefeltjustby

lookingatherfaceyouhadtotalktoherjustsoyou

cangethertoopenup.Yetinallofthatmixof

characteristics,shewassensitive.Itwassometimes

weirdtoseehercrybecauseherandZandywere

justthestrongestinallofus.Wegotthereandit

wasabitbusyoutside,peopleweregettinginside

thechurchandwealsomadeourwaytoourseats.

ThekidsalsohadtheirownseatsandIwashappy

theywerewellbehavedandsupportingDanver.I'm

proudofeachandeverychildseatingacrossme.

SnehwascarryingOnikaknowandtheguyswalked

in.Danny'sfacewasredandhehaslostsomuch

weightinaspaceofjustaweek.Nkosinathisatnext

tomeandthefuneralstarted.Itprogressedand

Snehspokeonbehalfofthefamily.

Sneh:Mysister,myonlyfamilyandmyfriend.Iam

saddenedbyhowdeathhastakenyouawayfrom

me.Ikeeponwishingitwasalljustanightmareand



I'llwakeupwithacallfromyoutellingmetostop

sleepingandfartingallday.Youforcingmetoeat

breakfasteventhoughyouknowIhatehaving

breakfast.Idon'thavemuchtosay,butjusttosayI'll

takecareofyourkids,theyaremykids.Iwillmake

suretheymakeyouproudandIwillmissyoumtaka

mama.

Shecriedandwenttositdown.Athiwasagreat

supportsystemtoherandheheldherasshecried.

Zandy:Ihavebeenaskedtospeakonbehalfofthe

friendswellwewereallherfamily.Mostofyouknow

thatwe'realargegroupoffriends,we'resaddened

andbrokenbythefactthatoneofushaveleftthis

earth.IthasindeedbeenonesaddeningweekwereI

noticedthatthingswillneverbethesameagainwith

allofus.Idohopewe'llrecoverfromthisandmake

youproud.Wewilltakecareofyourchildrenanddo

makesurethattheymakeyouproud.Myfriend,you

weremyclosestfriends.We'vebeenthroughthick

andthintogether,ifIcouldtelleveryoneherewhat

we'vebeenthroughtheywouldn'tbelieveitand

wouldn'tbelievehowwesurvivedandgottowhere



wearetoday.Itsbeenagreatjourneywithyou,a

journeyfilledwithtears,saddays,laughter,joyand

happiness.Inyouwefoundourjoy,wheneveryou

triedtobeacomedian,yourongoingfunny

argumentswithMpho,howyouneverunderstooda

wordAthisaid.Andtheweirdbondyouhadwith

Jabu.Youroverprotectivenessforallofus.Mrs

Glamorouswhowentonamotorbikewithouteven

knowinghowtodriveitbutyoucamebackinone

piece.Funnyhowyouweren'tscaredofanything

elsebutyouwerescaredofafrog.Ijustnever

understoodyourfearoffrogs.

Shewentonandonandwelaughedalittle,itwas

goodtoseeDannylaughaftersolong.Aftershe

wasdoneDannystooduptoalsospeakabouthis

wife.HetookOnikaandDanverandstarted

speaking.

Danny:Mywife,howdoIevenbegintoexplainwhat

anamazingpersonshewas?Weneverreallyhad

argumentsoranyfights,Icouldjustcountthe

momentsshewasangryatmebuttheywouldn't

evenreach10.I'mnotsayingourrelationshipwas



perfectbutshewasperfect.Shewaspeaceful,

Belindausedtosayshe'samazedbythewomanZee

turnstobewhenshe'swithme.Sherespectedme

andlovedmewholeheartedly.ThekindofloveIhad

neverreceivedfromanywomaninthisworld.Sheis

indeedmynumberonewoman.Whogavemethe

mostpreciousgiftsinmylife,mykidsDanverand

Onika.Iknownothingaboutbeingamother,I'lltry

myverybesttobebothmotherandfathertothem

andIknowIhaveabout10womanwhowillalso

motherthemandguidemethroughthisjourneyof

parentingmykids.IrememberwhenIfirstheard

abouther,Nkosikeptongoingonabouthow

beautifulshewasandI'dloveher,shewasmydate

butIhadnevermether.WhenIfinallymether,she

juststoodandlookeddeepintomyeyes,Ialso

couldn'ttakemyeyesoffofher.Shegiggledand

said"DoIhavetospeakEnglishallnightwithyou?"I

laughedatthisamazingwomanwhowejustshared

suchanintensemomentyetwhenshefinallygets

anopportunitytotalktomebutsheaskssucha

ridiculousquestion.Afterthatwejusthititof,wefell

inlovewithwitheachotherandgotmarried,hada



sonashandsomeasme.Unfornatelyandsadly,she

passedawayaftergivingbirthtothebeautifulOnika.

Iwillmissyoumyheart,thewholeofmehasdied

withyou.Iwillforevertreasureyouinmyheart.Ilove

you.

Hewenttositdownandthepastorsaidaprayerand

wenowhadtogotothecemetery.Theceremony

wentonanditwastimeforustothrowinsomesoil,

wealltookturnsandweweredone.Westoodupas

thecasketwentdown.

Ps:Inthesweatofthyfaceshaltthoueatbread,till

thoureturntountotheground;foroutofitwastthou

taken:fordustthouartanduntoshaltthoureturn.

HesaidaprayerandDannycouldn'tholditin

anymore,hewasdoingwellalldaybutnowjusthad

tobehisbreakingpoint.Wewentbacktothecars

whichwouldtakeusbacktoDanny'shouseand

otherpeoplewenttotheirhouses.Beforewetook

off,wegotoutansthankedpeopleforattendingand

supportingusonthisdayaswebidfarewelltoour

friend.WegottoDanny'shouseandwealljustsat

therewithoutspeaking.IwaslayingonNkosi'schest



andthekidswereasleepintheroom.

Ntoko:Ineedabeer.

Danny:Makeittwo

Lyanda:Justtakeoneforallofus.Wellbesides

mommyNaye.

Mayi:Whatalongday.

Bonga:Yeahhey,Ijustdon'tknowhowwe'llmoveon

fromthis.

MaQ:Itwilltakesometime,allowittohealatits

ownpace.Eventually,youwillallbefine.Movingon

withyourlivesandbeinghappywillbewhatmakes

herhappy,don'tfeelbadforbeinghappywithouther

presence.Justgiveyourselvestimetohealand

everythingwillbeokay.

Danny:How?MahIcan'tevenlookatOnikaproperly,

itjustfeelsasifI'mjustconstantlythinkingabout

howshetookherawayfromyou,herarrivalinthe

worldkilledher.Ihatehavingthosethoughts

becauseIknowitsnotherfault.Mah,I'mslowly

loosingmymind,Idon'twanttokeeponblamingmy



childforthis.ShesveryinnocentandIwanttolove

herwithouthavingthosethoughts.

Baba(Nkosi'sDad):ThatchildisinnocentDannymy

boy,Iknowwhenshewasbornshediedbutyou

shouldgetridofthosethoughts.Loveherlikeyou

loveDanver,sheisyourchild.Youdon'twantyour

kidstogrowandhateyouforlovingthemdifferently

andconstantlyblamingOnikaforthelossofyour

wife.Youareinabadspacerightnowbutthatis

unacceptable.Learntoloveherunconditionallyand

bethefatherZiyandawould'vewantedyoutobe.We

areallhereforyou,justaphonecallawayandwe'll

beheretoadviceyouandhelpyou.

Me:You'renotalone,weareallhereforyou.

Nkosi:Weknowyoudon'tlikeaskingforhelpand

peoplefeelingsorryforyoubutus,here,we'reyou're

familyDanny.Wegotyou

Bonga:Don'tpushusaway,weloveyou.

Jabu:Iknowwhatyou'regoingthrough,Ilostmy

wifeandkidsallinonenight.It'sbad,reallybadand

youfeellikeyoufailedtoprotecther.You'relucky



thatyoustillhaveyourkids,don'tfailthem.I'mhere

ifyouneedsomeonewhocanrelate,togiveyou

adviceandhowtogothroughthis.Weallhealin

differentwaysandpaces.Ittakestimetoheal,but

whenyouneedusjustcall.

Henoddedandjustgulpedonhisdrink.Weallsat

thereandendedupwatchingamovie.Whatadayit

hasbeen,welaidtorestourdearestfriendandwe

willforevertreasureherinourhearts.Indeedthe

Lordhasgivenandthelordhastaken.Shewillbe

watchingoverusandbeourguardianangel.Wewill

makeherproudasshewatchesoverallofus.We

loveyou,restinpeaceZiyandaMcKenzie.

#NNBBF

Suggestpagetofriendsandfriend'soffriends

Pleaselikeandcomment

[1/11,00:16]Tatenda:Insert85-FinalInsert.

9monthslater.

Soagain,mypregnancyisoverdue.Okay,nine



monthsendedadayagobutstill,Iwassupposedto

givebirthinAprilbutit'sMaynow.Iguessitsjust

howitiswithme.Thepastmonthshavebeenhard

butwepulledthrough,we'reabletolaughwithout

havingtofeelguilty.We'reslowlygettingbackto

howweusedtobutitsjustnotthesame,Iguessit

willneverbethesameagain.Danny,slowlybut

surelyhe'llfullyhealandrecoveroneday.He'strying

hisbestbutatmosttimeshedrownshissorrowsin

alcohol.Wehavealltriedtogethimprofessional

helpbuthedoesn'twantit.Heneverattendsbutat

timeshe'sokay,he'sreallyreallyokaywheneveryou

seehimwellyoujustwishhe'dbelikethatatall

times.Butastimewillpass,itwillallbewell.King

NkosinathiMkhizehasbeendoingreallybeingKing

ofLangelihle.Hehasreallymadeahugeimpactand

differenceinthekingdom.Thepeoplearevery

happyandpleasedwithhisachievementsatsucha

shorttime.Indeedhewilldomuchgreaterworkas

timegoesby.IamveryproudofhimandIamalso

veryproudofmyselfbecausealltheprojectsIhave

beenworkingonareahugesuccess.Nkosinathi

allowsmetogoseetheprogressbutneverallows



metodoanythingtohelpsinceI'mpregnant.Iam

tiredofbeingpregnantnow,thisisdefinatelythe

lastbabyIamhaving,ifthefutureKingisn'tbornas

yetafterIgivebirththensurelyhewon'tbebornat

all.Westilldon'tknowthegenderofthebabyaswe

areunabletoseeit.Thebabyisverycurledupfrom

thelastscanwereceived,wearenotabletosee

his/herprivateareatodeterminethegender.Luckily

thistime,thebabyismovingandkickingbutjust

isn'tbornasyet.Iwokeupfeelingheavyasusual.

Wegothroughthisprocesseverymorning,hehasto

carrymeofthebed.ItriedtoturnoverbutIcouldn't.

Hewasn'teveninbed,howcouldhedothis?Itook

myphoneandcalledhim.

Me:Nkosinathi,whereareyou?

Nkosi:Myoffice.

Me:Wellcomeuphereandgetmeoutofbed.

Nkosi:Babe,callaservantorsomething.I'mabit

busy.

Me:OhsoIshouldalsocallaservantorsomething

tohelpwhilewemakebabies?Didtheservantmake



mepregnant!

Nkosi:Womanchill,itsstillveryearlyforyoutobe

upsetwithme.Likebabe,Idealwiththatevery

singleday.

Me:Whatdidyoujustsay!!!Youtoldmetojustchill??

Tellthattoyourdamnsperm.We'reneverhaving

sexeveragain.

Withinasecondofmeendingthecallhewas

alreadybargingin.

Nkosi:MakaEmihle,Iwasjustjoking.

Me:WellIwasn't.

HecarriedmeoffthebedandIwalkedslowlytothe

bathroomwhilehewasaheadofme.

Nkosi:Foambath?

Me:Yesplease,addthebathsalt.

Nkosi:YesMaMkhize.

Itookoffmyclothesandenjoyedmybath.Afteran

hourIwasdoneandalldressed.Iwenttothe

kitchenandmademyselfbreakfast,thekidsareat



schoolandPhelowenttotown.She'sbeenherefor

awhile,becauseshehelpsmearoundandshe'sjust

lazytogotowork.She'sbecomingahousewifelike

Siya,wellandmetoobutnotexactly.Idon'tlike

sayingI'mahousewife,ItslikeI'mbetrayingmy

BachelorsDegreeinMedicineandallthoseyearsI

wokeupandwenttoschoolwantingtobean

independentwoman.Itdoeshurtmeabitbut

knowingthatIdohavethingsIworkoninsteadof

sittingaroundallday,thatgetsridoftheguilt.I

watchedtvwhileeating.Thedooropenedandthe

kidscamerunningin.Aren'ttheysupposedtobestill

atschool?

Kwenzo:Mommy!!

Me:I'mhere.Whyaren'tyouatschool?

Emihle:Dadfetchedus.

Me:Why?

Lisa:Becausehedid.

Sabelosababakhehasgrowntobejustsosarcastic

itirritatesme.She'sgrowingtoomuch,sois

Siphosenkosi.Nkosinathiwalkedinfollowedbya



hugecrowd,whichismyfriendsandfamily.Wow,

Lungelo'sgirlfriendisalsohere.Iguessshe'sreally

heretostay.

Me:Whatareyouguysdoinghere??

Lubah:WhatawarmwelcomemyQueen.

Nkosi:MyQueenyoumean.

Dodo:She'sourQueen.

Nkosi:Wellshe'smywife.

Me:Whateverguys,it'sgoodtoseeyoual.Hello

Vuyelwa

Vuye:Heysis

Lungelo:OhsoI'minvisiblenow?

Me:Yesyouare.HeyDanny.

Danny:MaMkhize.

Allthekidswenttotheirroomandwesatatthe

lounge.Dannylookedbetterthanhewasthelast

timeIsawhim.

Me:I'dhugyoubutI'mtoohuge.Whatbringsyou



guyshere?

Lwazi:Wellifyoucouldjuststepoutsideforawhile

you'llsee.

Me:Okay

Zandy:Myfriend,Idon'twishtobeyourightnow.I

rememberwhenmyfeetlookedlikedinosaurfeet.

Mpho:You'reexaggerating,theyweren'tthatbad.

Sneh:She'stheonewhohashadthesmoothest

pregnancyever.

Ngamso:Shereallyhas.

Wetalkedaboutpregnancyallthewaytothe

backyard.Iwasamazedbythelovelysetup.Itsmy

babyshower?Whydidn'tIseethisinthemorning?

Oh,I'mtobigtoberoamingaround.

Me:Guys!!Wowthisisbeautiful.Aaahguys!

Mah:Sitdownnowbeforeyoufallonus.

WelaughedandIsatdownaswestartedthebaby

showerandthepregnancytalkcontinued.

Thabo:Iliterallyhatedwakingupinthemiddleofthe



nightbecauseLuthandoiscrying.

Belinda:IusedtocrywithLuthando.

Phila:Imagine!Wehadtogothroughthequads

cryingallinonetime.EvenJnrwokeupandhelped

us.

Danny:Zeeusedtosingwithherhorriblevoice,I

thinkitjustaddedontoDanverscries.

WealllaughedandthewaywenowrefertoZee

whichisinpasttenseisjustsometimes

heartbreaking.ButI'mgladwe'renowabletotalk

aboutherwithoutcryingorhavingawkwardsilence

afterwards.Ithasbeenalongworkingprogressand

wewillfullyrecoveroneday.Irememberwhenwe

burntallherclothes,accessories,shoes,bagsetc.

Wewereallintearswhiletheyweredrinking,Iwas

sippingonsomejuice.Thebabyshowercontinued

andweatelotsofgoodieswhilethekidswere

playing.Iunwrappedthegiftsandtheywereall

beautifulandlovely.Buhlebenkosimanagedtosteal

oneofthetoys.SheliterallyranawaywhenIsawher

stealingit.Thesekidsarebullyingmysonbeforehe



isevenborn.Istillcallhimmysonorbabybecause

hehasnonameandIhaven'tevenheardhimtalking

aboutbabynames,wellitsnotlikeherevereventells

me.I'llfindoutonceIgivebirth.Thedaycontinued

anditwasindeedawonderfulday.Itgotcoldallofa

suddenandwewenttothehousewhilethehelpers

andguardsclearedupthebackyard.

Baba:Ithinkweshouldalljustsitdownandwatcha

movie.

Mayi:Dad,youwanttowatchamovie?

Isi:Idon'tthinkI'veeverseenhimwatchingamovie.

Mah:Maybeyou'rejustneveraround.Yourfather

loveswatchingmoviesbutpreviouslyhejustnever

gotthetime.

Nkosi:Wehaveameetingtoattendforawhile,

luckilytodaymycouncilisallhere,we'reallleaving.

Sneh:Docomebackbeforedinner.

Athi:Willdomylove.

Nkosikissedmycheekandtheyleft,Nkosi'sfather

alsojoinedthem.



Sbahle:Didn'thejustsayhewantstowatchamovie?

Dadthough.

ShecallshimDad,wellwealldoattimes.Hehas

becameafathertoallofus.We'reabigfamilyand

helovesusallespeciallythegrandchildrenthathe

spoils.Wewatchedmoviestheentireafternoonand

theycamebackjustafewminutesbeforewehad

dinner.Luckily,thereisabiglongdinnertablebig

enoughforallofusandthekidsdoalsohavetheir

owntable.Thechefshavepreparedafeastandwe

saidaprayerwhichwasledbyVuyelwaandwedug

in.

Ntoko:Thistastesreallygood.

Me:Ididn'trealizeIwassohungry.

Siya:You'realwayshungry.

WeateandIdranksomewater.Iwasveryfullandit

feltlikeIwasgettingdizzy.

Me:Kamo,therearetwoKamo's.

Bee:Whatdoyoumean?

Me:I'mfeelingdizzy.



Nkosi:Comeletmegetyoutobedbabe.

Iclosedmyeyesandhecarriedmetobed.Even

whenIhaveahugebump,hecanstillcarryme.I'm

blessedtohavethistallmasculargutthoughit's

hardtotiptoeandkisshimlately.Ilaidonthebedas

shechangedmeintomyPJs.

Me:Youdon'thavetodothis.Gositwiththeother's

I'llbefine.

Nkosi:I'mnotleavingyoualone.

#Nkosi.

Iwatchedherasshebreathedslowlyandwetalked

yetIhadtowaitforawhiletogetaresponsefrom

her.ShewassleepytoobutIkindawantedherto

stayawake,Ididn'twanthertofallasleep.Whatif

shefellasleepforeverandneverwokeup?Idon't

wantthat.EversinceshewaspregnantI'vemade

sureIdomonitorallshedoesandallsheeats.I've

beenveryalertandcarefulwitheverything,what

happenedtooneofmybestfriendsZeewhenshe

gavebirth.IthurtherkidsandDanny,Onikais

growingupandshedoesn'tknowhermother.Idon't



wantanyofmykidsgoingthroughthat,Isalute

Danny,he'sastrongman.Iwouldn'thavebeenable

toliveandpullthroughwithoutNaye,Ialwaysmean

itwhenIsayshesmylife.She'smyeverything,Ilove

herandit'scrazydangerouslove,I'dliterallyjustdie,

I'dgiveupmylifejustsoshecanlive.Ilovehermore

thananythinginthisworld.Sheownsmyheartand

everypartofmybody.

Naye:Iwanttosleep.

Me:Already?

Naye:Nkosinathi,its8pm.I'musuallyasleepatthis

time.

Me:Fine.

Shelaughedatmealittleandslept.Shefellasleep

veryquicklyandItookashower.AfterthatItucked

inbedandheldherasIalsotriedtofallasleep.After

afewhoursofwhatseemedtobepeacefulsleep.

Shewokeupandwenttotheloo.Shecameback

andsaidshe'sfeelingpains.Icarriedherandputher

onthebed,triedcalmingherdownasshecouldn't

takeanypillsforthepain.Afterafewminutesthe



bedwassowet.

Me:Didyoujustpeeonthebed?Youjustwentto

thebathroom.

Shestartedscreaming,ohshit!Herwaterjustbroke.

Me:JustbreatheNaye.Breathe

Naye:Ican't!Takeitout!Thebabyiscoming!

Me:Areyoucrazy?!

Italljusthappenedsofast,shehadalreadytookoff

herunderwear.Shit!Arewetheonlypeopleinthis

palace?

Me:Naye,I'mgoingtocallforhelp.

Naye:Nkosi!!There'snotimeforthat!!

Shewasscreamingoutloudandhervirginawas

stretching!Lord!Ihaveneverseenthisbeforeeverin

mylife.

Me:WhatdoIdo?

Shekeptoncryingandthebabyheadshowed.There

wassomebloodonthebedandIheldthebabies

headsoitdoesn'tgethurtorsomething.Thebaby



boycameoutscreaming.IwassotraumatisedIjust

heldhimanddidn'tknowwhattodonext.Thedoor

openedwidelyandmymothercamein.

Mah:Ohmygod!!Nkosinathi!Whathappenedhere?

Sbahle!!!CallAthiandgetsomehelp.Kamo!!Bring

mewarmwaterandtowels.

Zandy:Shit!

Theywerenowallstandingbythedoorandmy

motherwasattendingNayewhileBeetookthebaby

andcleanedhimup.

Sneh:WashyourhandsNkosi.

Ididasshesaidandwashedmyhands.Jabugave

meaglassofwhiskeyandIgulpedonit.

Me:More.

IthinkIdrankabout5glassesandIstillcouldn'tget

itoffmyhead.Nayewaswellnowandwasmoved

toanotherroomwithcareforherandthebaby.I

tookashowerandchangedintoanewsetofclothes.

Iwenttothemandsatbesidesher.

Naye:Areyouokaymylove?



Me:Don'tworryaboutme,I'llbefine.

Wesatinsilenceandendeduplaughingtogether.

Naye:Icannotbelieveyouwentthroughthat.

Me:Ican'tbelieveiteither.MayI?

Naye:Yesyoumay.

Me:SawbonaNdabezitha,Mkhize,Khabazela.Hello

MbonisiSiphethoMkhize.

Naye:Mbonisi?Wow,youalwayscomeupwith

unexpectednames.ButIloveit.

Me:I'mgladyoudo.Naye,Iloveyou.Thankyoufor

givingmepreciousgifts,youcameintomylifeand

changedeverythingforbetter.ThedayImetyouI

knewIwantedtomakeyoumyQueenandspendthe

restofmylifewithyou.Iknewyoubelongedtome

andIbelongedtoyou.IknowI'veputyouthrough

alot,we'vefacedsomanychallengesandinallof

thatyoualmostdiedbecauseofthewomanI

broughtintoyourlife.Amazingly,yousurvivedandI

knewyouwerereallythenoneformeandwe

belongedtogether.You'reaverystrongwomanwho



hasstoodbymethroughitall,evenattimeswhere

anywomaninyourshoeswould'vepackedupand

left,butyoustoodbymeandstayedwithme.

Naye:Yougavemelove,happinessandlaughter.

Yesthereweremanytoughtimesbutitwasall

worthit.Mylove,youchangedmylifeforthebetter.

WhenyouacceptedEmihlelikeyourveryowneven

beforewestarteddating,whenyouraisedherand

lovedherbeforeyouknewaboutyourveryownson,

youcontinuedlovingherunconditionallyafteryou

knewaboutKwenzo.Youputthembothinsideyour

heartandlovedusallunconditionally.Youloveour

family,you'rethebestdadtoourkidsandthebest

husbandtome.Iloveyouandyoumeanalottome.I

knewIwantedtospendtherestofmylifewithyou,I

knewyoulovedmeunconditionallywhenyoutook

thebulletforEmihle,Iknewyouwereamanthat

wouldloveme,protectmeandtakecareofour

family.Whatwehaveisrare,thekindoflovewe

shareisspecial.Ourloveistoxicyetitisthepoisen

webothneed.

Us:Ourlovewasboundbyfate.



Naye:IfIwroteabookaboutus,thetitleofthebook

wouldbe...NkosiNaye:BoundByFate.

Welaughedtogetherandkissed.Yesindeedourlove

wasboundbyfate.
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