
Prologue

HitheremynameisMelokuhlezoeyWilliamsam

20yearsold,amdoingmyfinalyear,amstudying

teaching,Ilivewithbothmyparents,Damian

Wiliams(father),LindiweVictoriaWillamsandmy

olderbrotherAnthonyMnqobiWilliams24years,

yesmybrotherandIaremixed,dadiswhite,mom

isZuluhencetheZulunames,Ialsohavetwo

friendsLaurenwhiteandLethaboTswana,am

whatyoucalladaddy'sprincess,hespoilsmeand

makessureIhaveeverythingIneed.Amawild

kindagirl,Ienjoygoingtoclubsandhavingfun

withmyfriends,amnotverydomesticatedthatis

whywehavemaidsathomeduh.

ThenameisBandileDlamini(25),Iama

managingdirectorinoneofmydad'scompanies,I

ownahotelandclubplusweareroyaltynotmany

peopleknowaboutthatpartofmylifeonlymythree

friendsLunga,kwaneleandsaneleknowthatpart,



IliveattheRoyalhouseyardwithmyfatherking

MphenduloDlamini,motherqueenNomcebo

Dlamini,daddoesn'thaveanotherwife,thankGod,

thenthereismyeldestbrothersiphamandla

Dlamini35years,hehastwowives,heisanidiotif

youaskmeformarryingnotonebuttwowives,

sihleDlamini(thisoneisagolddiggerandtrouble

ishermiddlenameagghsuchadramaqueen),

thenthereistheperfectmakotikhanyisileDlamini

suchahumblesoul,araregem,Iwishmybrother

onlymarriedher.mybrotheralsorunsoneofmy

dad'scompanies,heisnotintrestedinowininga

business,sinceheisnextinlinetobeking,sohe

islearningasmuchashecanfromdad.

ThenthereisthesecondbornunathiDlamini30

years,dadgavehimoneofhiscompaniessohe

ownsthecompany100%,heismarriedtominehle

Dlamini,sheissometimesadivabutsheisalright.

Thentheisthebabyofthefamily,mylovelysister,

nomphumeleloDlamini20yearsthisoneisatotal

dramaqueen,shetakesaftermom,sheisdoing

herfinalyearincommunicationscience.



Amtheblacksheepofthefamily,Idon'twantto

haveawife,don'tevermentionmarriagetome,I

preferonenightstandsandhavingfuckbuddies

hencewhyIdumpedmyexgirlfriendThando.We

allstaytogetherbecauseallthesonsofking

Mphenduloaretostayinthesameyard,itwas

dad'swish,weeachownourownhouses,we

meetonSundaysforlunchandifyoumissthatyou

willhavethequeentodealwith.

Hopeyoualsoenjoythestory,fastenyourseat

beltasweareabouttogoforaride

Insert1

Zoey

Iwasbusyenjoyingmysleep,sinceIwasupmost

ofthenight,Iwasstudyingformylastpaperwhich

Iwillbewrittingtoday,whenmomcameandwoke



meup

Mom:zoeygetyourassoutofbed,youdontwant

tobelateforyourlastpaper.

Me:fivemoreminutesmom.

Mom:fiveminutesmyass.(sheforcefullytake

myduvet)

Me:okayamup(shethrowsmyduvetonthebed

andsheleaves)

Ilookforwhattowearfrommycloset,Isettlefora

whitetshirtandblackSkinnyjeans,Igotakea

shower,IcomebacktomyroomIfindsisflorah

makingmybed

Sisflorah:youknowyouhavetolearntodothis

thingsforyourself,onedayyouwillgetmarried

andIwon'tbethere.

Me:(ilaugh)andyouthinkamgoingtoleaveyou

behind?,girlwhenIleavethishouse,weleave

togetherandwhentheinlawsgivesmechores,i

willjustplaymessenger.

Sheshakesherhead,shefinishedmakingmybed,



Iloation,wearmyjeanandtshirtandmyold

schoolvans,Iputonsomemakeupandmy

Brazilianweave,Icheckmynailsandtheywereon

point,Iwouldn'tbecaughtdeadwithchippednails,

whichremindsme,Ihavetogetmynailsdone

becauseamgoingtohittheclublater,Igodown

stairs,ItakeanApple,mybrotherscarkeyspoloT

SI,IqicklyrushoutthedoorbeforeMomcould

sayanythimgMomwasthestrictone,Igoand

pickLaurenandLethaboup,Laurenwasthe

innocentoneInourgroup,meandLethabowere

wild.Igowritemylastpaper,IhadafeelingIaced

thatpaper,Iwaitformygirls,wegohome,Iget

homeandfindmomhavingsomewine,Iguessshe

didn'tgotoworktoday,momwasanurse,she

wantedmetobeanursetoo,eew,amfinewith

teachingthankyou.Igositnexttomomtosoften

herup,IhadtoliecauseIknowthereisnowayshe

wouldletmegotoaclub

Me:momcanIgotoLaurenplaceonlyfortonight?

,please.

Mom:finebutdon'tletanythinghappentomy



baby'scarorIwillkillyou.(momandAnthonywere

closeinawierdwayjustlikemeanddad)

Me:nothingwillhappentotoAnthony'scar,I

promise,thankyoumomyouarethebest(kissher

onthecheekandIrunupstair)

IcallLethabo

Me:weclear,wearegoingtotheclub(idothe

happydanceasifshecouldseeme)

Lethabo:isLaurencommingwithus?

Me:no,Icalledherandshedeclined,Iwillbe

thereinafew.

Lethabo:sure(ihangup)

IpacktheclothesIwillbewearingattheclub

tonight,Ipackeverythingineed(butinasmall

bagdon'twantmomsuspicious)

Igodownstairs,momwasbusywithher

magazinesanddrinkingwine

Me:momamallpackedandreadytogo

Mom:Iwantyouherebytenam,ifnotam



commingtogetyoumyself

Me:Iwillbehereninethirtysharp.

Mom:youbetter

IdrivetoLethabo'sapartment,Igettherewe

immediatelystarttogetready,wewerelooking

good,ifisaysomyself.

Idriveustoclub0199,wegetthereIsafetlyPark

mybrotherscar,wegetouttheplacewaspacked,

westartbuyingsomealcoholandstarttodance,I

wasnowreallydrunk,Igotothebathroom andmy

wayout,bumpintothisgoodlookingguy

Him :stopdrooling,amBandilebytheway

Me:(iblush)amnotdroolingandamzoey

Bandile:nicetomeetyouzoey(hestartskissing

meandplayingwithmyboobs,Iwasnowreally

horny,don'tknowifitwasthealcoholornot

Bandile:Ihavearoomupstairs,wannatakeit

there?

Me:surewhynot(igowithhimupstairs)



Bandile

Iwokeupearlyandgotothegym,thischicki

pickeduplastnightwasstillsleeping,soIdidn't

wanttowakeherup,Icomebacktomyroomand

takeashower,gobuyhersomefood,thetime

wasnowtwelfpm,shefinallywakesup

Her:dudewhydidn'tyouwakemeup?

Me:youseemtiredandididn'twanttodisturbyou.

Her:whattimeisit?

Me:it'stwelfpm.

Her(shescreamandlooksatherphone)11

missedcallsfromLethabo,10missedcallsfrom

Lauren,39missedcallsfrommom,amsodead,

sheknowsbynow,IwasnotatLaurensplace,I

knowshehasgonetherealready,Ihavetogo.

Me:takeashowerandhavesomefoodfirst,you



arealreadyintroubleanywayandyouwillgetinto

troubleforsmelinglikesex.

Her:goodadvice

Shegoestakeashower,shewearsthesame

clothesshewaswearingandshecomesandeat

thefoodIboughtforher

Her:thankyou...?

Me:Bandile,doyouwantmetodriveyouhome?

Her:youcandropmeatmyfriendsplacecauseI

havetopickmybrotherscar,beforeIgofacethe

music.

Me:finelet'sgo

Wegetintomycar,shegivesmedirectionstoher

friendsplace,ihandhermybusinesscardandshe

getsout,idrivehome,Godwhatadramaqueen.

Insert2

Zoey



IgettoLethabo'splace,Igetinandsheseemed

shockedtoseeme.

Me:youlooklikeyouhaveseenaghost,what'sthe

matter?

Lethabo:youstillhavenotgonehome?,girlyou

havegotsomeseriousguts,yourmomwashere

andshewasbreathingfire.

Me:Iknow,IknowamIdeepshit,Ijustcameto

changeclothesandmybrother'scarandamgoing

home.

Lethabo:andwheredidyoudisappearofftolast

night?.

Me:Ihookedupwithsomehotguy,anywaystory

foranotherday,letmegoandchange,andgoand

getmyselfoutoftrouble,Laurenmustalsobe

pissedatme.

IgochangeclothesandIalsodomymakeup,take

mybagsandgetthecarkeysfromLethabo,get

intothecar,Ithrowmybagonthebackseat,I

drivehome,bythetimeIgethomeitwasthreepm,

Iwasnevours,Igetintothehousemomand



Anothonywerebusytalkingandlaughing,they

immediatelystopwhentheyseeme

Mom:goodmorningmylovelydaughter,

melokuhlezoeywillams(ohshit,momnevercalls

mebymyfullnamesunlessshitisabouttohitthe

fan)

Me:evenningmom.

Mom:no,Ididn'tmakeamistakewhenIsaidgood

morningit'sninethirtyamright?

Anothonygetsup

Anthony:deadmanwalking,Icemangoing

Mom:goinginforalongtime.

Me:amsorrymom,Ididn'tmeantogetcarried

away.

Anthony:Iwillgocheckonmycar,makesuremy

babyissafe(lookathimastosaypleasedon't

leavemewithmom)don'tyoudarelookatmewith

thosepuppyeyesamnotgettinginvolved.(he

leaves)

Me:momamreallysorry.



Mom:wherethehellhaveyoubeen,Iknowyou

werenotatLaurensplaceandyousurehellwere

notatLethabo'splace.

Me:Iwaswithmyfriend.

Mom:takemetoher.

Me:momshestaysfar.

Mom:it'sokaybaby,Ihaveacar,Ihaveafulltank

inmycarandallthetimeintheworld,solet'sgo.

Me:(istartacting,asifamcrying)soyoudon't

trustme?,momIthoughtyoutrustedme.

Mom:stopplayingme,Iplayedthatgamealong

timeago,beforeyouwereevenbornmygirl.

Me:okayfine,Iwasataclub,amsorryfortelling

youlies.

Mom:it'sokayzoey,youareafullgrownwoman,

sodowhatyouwanttodo,butIswearifyouever

andimeanevergetpregnant,youwillregertit,itis

notathreatbutapromise.

Me:amsorryMomandIpromiseIwon'tdoitagain

.



Mom:andoh,youaregroundedFortwoweeks,

whichmeansnogoingout,noscreentimeforyou,

sogivemeallyourelectronicsstartingwithyour

phoneandohamalsocuttingyourallowancein

halfforthismonth.

Me:momyoucan'tbeserious,whogroundsa20

yearold?Andasformymonthlyallowancewhat

amasupposetodowithR2500?.

Mom:letmeaskyouthisquestions,areyoustill

livingundermyroof?,doIprovideforyourneeds,

iftheanswertothisqiestions,isyes,thenyou

aregroundednoquestionsaboutit,ifyouhavea

problemwiththatgotakeitupwithyourmother.

Me:mom(Iwasshouting)

Mom:andasfortheR2500,youfigureoutwhatto

dowithit.

Istormoutofthelivingroom,Igotomyroomand

slamthedoor(iwasbusytalkingtoLaurenwhen

sisflorahwalksinwithmyfood)

Sisflorah:yourmomsentmetogetyour

electronics(igivehermyphone,mylaptop,myI



podandeveryguggetIown)

Sisflorah:amsorrynanabutyouarealsonaughty

nawemahn.

Sheleaves,IwaspissedsoIdidn'ttouchmyfoodI

justslept.

Bandile

Afterdroppingthatchickoff,igostraighthome,I

gotomyhouseandtakeashower,barelylivethere,

amforeveratthemainhouse,sincethehouseis

toobigforme.

Myphoneringsitwasunathi

Me:nathi,watsupbra?

Unathi:whereareyou?

Me:amhereatmyhouse,Iwasabouttocometo

yourhouse.

unathi:don'tcometomyhousegotothemain

house,momwantstohavedinnerwithus.



Me:Iwillbethereinafew.

Iwalktothemainhouse,ourhomewasnotlike

otherroyalhouses,wedidn'thavemanymaids

andguards,weonlyhadonemaidandshecame

twiceaweekorwhenshewasrequiredorifwe

werehavingdinnerandshewaswatchingthekids

intheplayroom andonlyfourguards,dadwanted

privacyforus.

Igetthereeveryonewasalreadythere,mom,dad,

siphamandla,unathi,Sihle,khanyi,minenhleand

nompumelelo.

Itakeasit,everyonewaswaitingforme,sowe

saygraceandwestarttoeat

Dad:sosonwhenareyougettingmarried?

Me:dadpleasedon't,Iwilleventuallygetmarried.

Dad:when?,youarenotgrowinganyyounger,

lookatyourbrothers,siphamandlahastwowives

andthreechildren,unathihasawifeandason,

let'scometoyouwifedololo,childdololoareyou

infertileorsomething?



Me(Ichokeonthedrink,Iwasdrinking)ofcourse

notdad,Ijustuseprotection,therearelotsofgold

diggersoutthereandIwouldn'twanttofallintothe

wronghands.

Mom:IthinkyoushouldmarryThando,thatgirlis

beautiful,sheisfromagoodhome,properlyraised

andshemakesherownmoney.

Sihle:Bandileandmarriageinthesamesentence,

Iwouldlovetoseethathappen.

Me:sihle,please

Sihle:what?,amjusttellingitlikeitis.

Igetup

Me:familyitwasgoodspendingtimewithyou,

sincethisisganguponBandileday,amgoingto

enjoymyfoodwiththekids,lessdramathere

Itakemyfoodandgototheplayroomandeat,I

wasplayingwithmyniecesandnephews,afterI

gettired,Icalloneofmyfuckbuddies,Miranda,I

tellhertocomemeetmeattheclub,Idon'tbring

anywomentotheroyalhouse,Idrivetotheclub,I



findMirandawaitingforme,wegotomyroomand

westarthavingseximmediately.

[09/30,10:48] :Insert3

Zoey

Itwastheendofthefirstweekofmypunishment

whichmeantthatitwasFridayandIknowitmust

begoingdownatclub0199,Iwasseriouslybored,

Imeanwhatamasupposedtobedoingwithno

screentimeandmyelectronics,Iwokeuplate,

sinceIwasdoingnothing,Iwasgivingmomthe

silenttreament,dadandAnthonyhadgoneaway

onaboysweekend,Ihadtoseriouslymakeaplan

togetoutofthishouse,otherwiseIwouldsodieof

boredom,Iwenttotakeashowerandworemy

tracksuit,sisfloracameandmademybed,she

wasbusymakingmybed,whenIgotanidea

Me:sesifloracanyoupleasedomeahugefavour

please,prettyplease.



Sisflora:ifyouwanttogetoutofthehouse,forget

it,yourmomwouldkillthebothofusandburyus

inherbackyard,soforgetit.

Me:Idon'twanttogoout,Iknowbetterthanthat,

Ijustneedyoutoborrowmeyourphone,please,I

promisemomwon'tfindout.

Sisflora:finenana,justmakesureyourmom

doesn'tfindout.

Me:Ipromiseshewon't(shehandsmeherphone

andsheleaves)

IdialLethabo'snumber

me:heybitch

Lethabo:zoeyWilliamsisthatyou?,thankGod

youarestillalive,Iwassureyourmotherkilledyou,

Isworetomyself,ifIdon'thearfromyouby

Sunday,Iwasgoingtoreporthertopolice

Me:(ilaugh)yaahright.

Lethabo:Iswear.

Me:anywayamfine,momtookmyelectronics,

cutmyallowanceforthismonthbyhalfandam



groundedfortwoweeks

Lethabo:areyouserious?,whogroundsa20year

old?.

Me:comeandaskmymotherthat.

Lethabo:hellno,soIcangettheIcarriedherfor

ninemonthsandIwasinLabourfor13hours

speech?,iloveyou,butforgetit.

Me:(ilaugh)bothyouandmymomarecrazy,

anyway,Iwascallingtofindoutifyouaregoingto

theclub?

Lethabo:yesamgoing,youaregrounded

remember.

Me:whosecarareyouusing?

Lethabo:sipho'scarofcourse.

Me:pleasecomeandpickmeup,Iwillmakea

plan,eightthirtysharp.

Lethabo:youareonebadass,ifyourmomdoesn't

killyoutonight,Idon'tknow.

Me:trustmeitwouldbelikeIneverleft.



Wehangup,Igogivesisfloraherphone,eatthe

foodshehadmadeforme.

Momcamehomearoundsix,sisflorahadcooked,

momandIhadsupper.Iknowsheissuppertired,

Igoupstairs,takeashowergetdressedandwore

mygownontopofmyclothes,woremysleepers,

tieadoekonmyhead,Icarefullythrowoutmy

weaveandmakeupbagandmysneakersoutthe

window.Ilookatthetime,itwasseventhirty,Igo

downstairstocheckonmom,shewassleepingon

thecouch,shemusthavedosedoffwhile

watchingtv,Igogetherthrow,Icoverherwithit,I

switchoffthetelevision,Imakesureallthedoors

arelocked,Istealtheremotetothemaingate

causethegateislockedalready,Igotothisdown

stairsroomthathadanemergencywindow,itcan

openfromtheinsidealthoughithadbuglarproof,

Icarefullyclosethedoor,somom doesntseethe

openwindowandijumpoutthewindow,Iclosethe

windowalittle,Icarefullyopenthegate,getout

andlockitagain,afterafewminutes,Lethabo

arraives,igetintothecarandofftotheclubwe



went,itwaspacked,butitwasstillniceandIwas

enjoyingmyself,whenIseethatBandiledude,he

mustalsoreallylovethisplace,sinceheevenget

VIPtreatment,becausehehasaroomandthat

stuff,hewaswiththisdudesandtherewasthis

chicksittingonhislap,itmustbehisgirlfriend,so

Idon'tgoandsayhi,Ijustcontinuehavingsome

funwithsiphoandLethabo,ohboywassipho

makingsurethereisenoughalcoholforus,by

threeamIwasreadytoleave,;momwakesupatsix

am,soamcovered,Lethaboandsiphodropmeoff

athome,Icarefullyopenthegateandlockitagain,

Igototheroom thatihadleftthewindowopen,I

mustbereallydrunkorseeingthingsbecauseI

couldhaveswornthewindowwasclosed,Ithen

seeahugepaperpostedonthewindowitsaid

"pleasegobackwhereyouarecommingFromand

comebackinthemorning",IswearIbecamesober

inthatinstant,troubledoesn'tevenbeginto

describetheshitamin,Ihadnooptionbuttosleep

onthestoep,atleastthegateislocked,Idon'teven

knowhowIfellasleep.



Bandile

Soiknockoffatwork,decidetocallmyfriends,

sowecanmeetattheclub,ialsocallmyex

thando,Iwasreallytryingtofixthingsbetweenus,

causeIwasgettingtiredofthewhenareyou

gettingmarriedspeechnotthatIwantedtoget

marriedrightaway,shewouldjustgetaglorified

titleoffiance,nothingmorenothingless,Igo

handlebusinessthings,myfriendsarraived,Ihad

bookedisatable,theydidn'twanttheVIPsection

apparentlyitwasboring,theyarriveandsodoes

Thando,webuydrinksandbegintohavefun,

Thandowassittingonmylap,thewholetime,

whichwaskindaofgavingmeaboner,Ithen

noticethatdramaticchick,Ibangedlastweek,I

wassocrossingmyfingersthatshedoesn'tcause

anydrama,causeIdon'tdodramashit,she

doesn'tcomeover,Thandomusthavescaredher

off,whichwasreallygoodforme,Icontinueto

havefun,thenThandooptstogohome,Iremain



behindwithmyfriends,ataround0:00wedecide

togotomyroomandsleep,Iwassotired,good

thingamtheboss,causeIknowamgoingtobe

latetommorrow.

Insert4

Iwaspeacefullysleepingoutside,Ihadeven

forgottenthatiwassleepingoutside,whenIhear

someonegentleyshakemeup,ilookupanditwas

sisflora

Sisflora:andthenwena?

Me:Isortofsneakedoutyesterday(shedidn'tlet

mefinish)

Sisflorayoudidwhat?

Me:shhhh,notsoloud,doyouwantmomtohear

us.

Sisflora:maybeIdidn'thearyoucorrectly,youdid

what?

Me:Isneakedoutandleftthewindowopenand

whenIcamebackthismorning,mogulhadclosed



thewindow,ihadnooptionbuttosleepoutside

Sisflora:(sheclapsherhands)justmakesure

yourmomdoesn'tfindoutthatiborrowedyoumy

phone.

Me:done,anywaywhattimeisit?

Sisflora:sixthirty

Sheunlocksthedoor,Iruntomyroomandtakea

quickshower,Igodownstairs,Ifindmombusyon

thephone,damn,shewastalkingtodad,morelike

screaming

Mom:Damian,bythetimeyougetbackIwould

havekilledthischildalready

Dad.......

Mom:noDamianyouspoilthischildtoomuch,

cookingshecan't,amsureshecan'tevenboilan

egg,simpletasklikemakingherbedshecan't,you

arespoilingmychildforme

Dad..........

Mom:youbetterdoanddealwiththisbratof

yours,causeamgettingreadytokillher.(she



hangsup)

Shelookstowardsmydirection,sinceyoudefied

myrules,yourtwoweeksstarttommorrowand

amnolongercuttingyourallowanceinhalf(iwas

gettingreadytodothehappydance)amtakingit

away,sonoallowanceforyouthismonth.

Me:whatyoucan'tbeserious,howamIsuppose

tobuynecessitieslikesanatarytowels,foambath,

infectmytoiletry.

Mom:don'tusethattonewithme.

Me:amsorry.

Mom:Iwillwritedownwhatyouneedsisflorawill

buyforyouwhenshegoesgroceryshopping

Me:mom pleaseatleastgivemetwothousand

Mom:no,Iwillnotrewardyourbadbehaviour,not

nownotever,nowifyouwillexcusemeIhaveto

go,myfriendsarewaitingforme,Iwillbeback

Mondaymorning(sheleaves,Iwasthrilled)

Iwasinthekitchen,Iknowsisflorawon'tborrow

meherphoneanymore,shehadplaceditonthe



kitchencounter,Ihadmyeyesfixedonherphone

thiswholetime.Istealthephoneandgoupstairs,

IdialLethabo'snumber

Me:girlfriend

Lethabo:yesgirlfriend

Me:momjustleftandshewon'tbebackuntil

Monday,areyouthinkingwhatamthinking.

Lethabo:partytime

Me:organiseafewdrinks,somesnackandpizza,

callwhoeveryouwanttocallandlet'sgetthis

partystarted.

Lethabo:yesmama,yes(ihangup)

Icallsisflora,shecomes

Me:sesiflorayouknowinthewholeofsouth

AfricathereisnooneIlovemorethanyou.

Sisflora:whatdoyouwant?

Me:actuallynothing,Ijustwantedtosaysorryfor

almostgettingyouintotroublewithmom.

Sisflora:it'sokayshedidn'tfindout.



Me:Ifeelterriblethatiswhyamgivingyoutheday

off

Sisflora:butyourmom

Me:doyouseemomaround?,don'tseemom

anywherewhatshedoesn'tknowwon'thurther,it

wiĺlbeourlittlesecret.

Sisflora:fine,justdon'tgetintoanytroublecause

Iknowyou(shetakesherbagandleaves)

Lethabocomesinafewminuteslater,shehad

enoughfoodtofeedanentirearmyandshehad

enoughachohol,IthinkIknownothingabout

hosting,Lethaboorganisedthewholething

Lethabo:beforeIforget,Imetthisguyattheshops

hisnameissanele,theguyisflameschommie,

siphohasnothingonhim,soIinvitedhimover

hopeyoudon'tmind

Me;notatallinfactthemorethemerrierright.

Lethabo:amgladyoufeelthatwaycausehis

bringinghisfriends.

Itwasnowsevenpm,thepartyhadjuststarted,



wewerebusydrinking,whenthesaneleguycomes

,hewaswithtwoofhisfriendsheintroducedthem

tousasLunga

andkwanele,hesayshisotherfriendisstillgetting

theirdrinksfromthecar,Iwaslookingdownwhen

sanelecalledformyattention,hewassaying"this

ismyfriend"

Me:Bandile

Sanele:'youtwoknoweachother

Us:yes,longstory,willtellyouanotherday

Wewerebusydoingsomeseriouspartyingand

drinking,iwasdrunkatthispoint.,BandileandI

werebusykissingwhenthemusicstops

Me:whothefuckstoppedthemusic?

Idid,hollyshit,iwouldknowthatvoiceanywhere,

turnaroundandseeandAnthonyandDad.

Dad:okpeople,partyisover,amgivingyoutwo

minutestoleavemyhouse,whileIgogetmygun.

Youshouldhaveseenthecaous,everyonewas

runningout



Dadgrabsmebymyhand

Dad:andyou,Ithoughtyourmomwasbeing

dramaticwhenshesaidyouwereoutofcontrol

(dadreallyseemedpissed)youarefuckingdrunk

andbusykissingsomeboy,gotoyourdamnroom

iwilltalktoyouinthemorningwhenyouarenot

drunk,causerightnowitseemsasifamwasting

mybreath.

Igotomyroomanditwaslightsoutforme.

Insert5.

Bandile

Iwasdrunklastnight,reallydrunk,Iwaskinda

gladwehadadrivertotakeushome,because

thereisnoway,iwouldhavebeenabletodrive,I

don'tevenrememberhowIgothome,Idon't

remembermuch,Iwasstillsleepingwhenmom

camescreaming

Mom:Bandilegetoffmydamncouchesandgo



getreadyforwork,idon'tknowwhyyoujustdon't

marryThando,youwouldn'tbecommingtohouse

drunkandsleeponmyexpensivecouches.

Me:maistooearlyforthemarriagetalk.

Igetupandgotomyroom(weallstillhadroomsin

themainhouse)igodomyhygineprocesses,

lotionandjustworemyblackandwhitekappa

tracksuit,IwassotiredIdidn'tevenhavethe

energytogotowork.

Igodownstairs,Ifindmomandmphumiehaving

breakfast

Mom:Bandilearen'tyougoingtowork.

Me:nomom,Iwon'tbegoingtoworkamnot

feelingwell

Mom:servesyourightfordrinkingtoomuchand

commingbackandsleeponmyexpensivecouches.

Nomphumelelo:hedidwhat?,Ithoughtyouwere

attheclub.

Me:yoohmysista,sanelegotinvitedtothisparty

andlunga,kwaneleandItaggedalong,wehada



ball.

Mom:allthiswouldn'tbehappeningifyouhad

MarriedThandolikeamtellingyoutoplusam

tiredoftakingcareofyou,yourbrothershavetheir

wivestotakecareofthem.

Me:momThandoandIaretryingtofixthings,we

arejusttakingthingsslow.

Nomphumelelo:areyousureyouwanttobring

thatdevilintoourlives?

Mom:mphumiekeepquietifyouhavenothing

goodtosay.

Nomphumelelo:amjustaskingmama.

Mom:keepyourquestionstoyourself

Me:pleasecanwehaveapeacefulbreakfast.

Theybothkeepquietandwehavebreakfast,dad

wasnowheretobeseen,IwassurprisedsoIask

andshetellsmethatheandsiphamandlawenton

abusinesstriplastnight.Wefinishourbreakfast,

Icallunathiandhesaysheisatworkalready,soI

gotomyroomandIplaywithmyPlayStation,



thisreallyhelpsmerelax.

Zoey

Iwokeupwithabangingheadache,Ifeltsickallof

asudden,Igotomyroomandthrowup,Imean

reallythrowup,musthavereallyoverdiditlast

night,causeIcouldhavesworndadcamehome

lastnight,Ifinishthrowingup,getintotheshower

andshower,Igetdressedandgodownstairsand

sisfloraseemedpissed

Me:morningsisflo(shekeepsquiet)andnow?

Sisflora:didn'tItellyounottogetintotrouble?

Me:amsorrysisflo,Ireallyamandtoshowyou

howsorryIam,Iwillpayyouextraforthemess

youhadtoclean,friends?

Sisflora:okayfinefriends,butyourdadisreally

pissed.

Me:oohboyso,dadisback?



Sis:yes,hefoundyoukissingsomeboy.

Me:oops,butamnotscared,ifitwasmom,yesI

wouldbepissingmypantsnow,dadisjustabig

oldsoftie.

Sisfloraclapsherhandsandshegoesupstairsto

clean,Iwasbusyhavingmybreakfastwhendad

andAnthonycameandjoinme.

Anthony:sodad,youarejustgoingtoletthisone

getawaywithwhatshehasdone?(Igivehimthe

whatthefucklook)

Dad:whosaidanythingaboutlettinghergetting

awaywithit,amanactiontakernotanoisemaker

likeyourmom(helooksatme)andyouremember

thecarIpromisedyouwhenyouIseeyourresults?

Me:yesdad(myheartwasbeatingreallyfast)

Dad:welltheofferisoffthetable,untillyoubegin

toactlikeamaturepersonandnotlikeafifteen

yearold.

Me:(iwasintears)nopleasedad,screamatme,

shoutatme,beatme,Idon'tcarebutpleasedon't



breakyourpromisetobuymemyowncar.

Dad:idon'thavethetimetogobackandforthwith

you,Iwillbelateforwork,sonlet'sgoorwewill

belate.(heandAnthonyleaves)

Iwasreallyheartbroken,howcoulddaddothisto

me?,Igoupstairs,IhardlycrybutIcriedmy

lungsout.

[09/30,10:50] :Insertsix

Zoey

YepIdecidedtobehave,justuntillIconvincedad

tobuymemycar,soIhavebeenseriouslytaking

mypunishmentandIhadthreedaysleft,mom

andIwerenowontalkingterms,Iwakeupanddo

myhygineprocesses,loationandgetdressed,I

havebeenvommittinglikeCrazylatelybutmaybeit

wasjustthealcohol,goodthingIhavenotdrinking

lately,Ithengodownstairs,Ifind,mom,dadand

Anthonyhavingsomebreakfast



Me:morningfamily

Them:morning

Dad:someoneisinagoodmood

Me:wellisabeautifulday,thesunisshining,the

birdsaresingingsowhynobehappy.

Mom:whatareyouupto?

Me:nothingtrustme

Mom:that'sthethingIdon'ttrustyou.

Me:ouch,anywayImeanitam notupto

something.

Mom:fine,youhavebeenbehavinglately,ohzoey

Iseetherearenosanitarytowelsinyourlistordon

tyouneedthem?.

Me:(itregisterdtomymindIhavenothadmy

period,IwantedtoscreambutImanagedto

controlmyself)ohmusthaveforgotten,please

includethem.

Mom:Idid.

Theyallleave,Icallforsisflo,sheistheone



personwhocanhelpmebeforemomcatcheson,

causesheeventuallycatchonmomisnotanidiot

plussheisanurse

Sisflora:whatisnana?,ohboyareyouintrouble

again?

Me:IthinkamindeepdeeptroubleSisflo.

Sisflora:whatthehaveyoudonethistime?Me:(i

justcry)ithinkampregnant.

Sisflora:what?

Me:pleasecalmdown,amgonnahaveenoughof

thatfrommom,IsaidIthinkampregnant

Sisflora:soyouarenotsureyet?.

Me:amnotsureyetbutthesignsarethere,the

vomittingplusmyperiodislate

Sisflora:letmegotothecomplexandbuyyoua

pregnancytest,sinceyoucan'tgo.

Me:thankyou

Shegoestothecomplexnearby,shecomesback

afterthirtyminutes,ItakethetestandIwasnow



waitingfortheresults,thiswasreallymakingme

anxious

Me:sisflocanyoupleaselookattheresults

amtoonervous.

Shelooksattheresults,Icouldtellbythelookon

herfacethatitwaspositive.(mymom'swords

immidiatelyechoed"ifyoufallpregnantyouwill

regretit")

Me:amsodeadsisflo(iwasnowsobbing

uncontrollably,sisflohuggsme)Sisflolet'sstart

preparingformyfuneral,Idon'twantanyone

dressedinblack,hellno,otherwiseIwillcome

backasaghostandhauntpeople,Iwantbeautiful

whiterosesonmycoffin,you,Anthony,Lauren

andLethabomusthavevipseats,frontrow,cause

amsuremomanddadwillbearrestedformy

murder,Iwantanaftertears,peoplemustdrink

andbemerry,afterallitiszoeythepartygirlwho

willbegone,theremustalsobeloudmusic,are

youwrittingthisdown?

Sisflo:(shejustlaughs)no



me:pleasegetapenandpaper,Ialsowantto

sharemybelongings,youmustgetmylaptop

,LaurenmustgetmyIpodandLethabomustget

myphone

Sisflora:amsuretheywon'tkill,yestheywillbe

dissapointed,yesbuttheywon'tkillyou

Me:youdon'tknowthispeoplesisfloandohI

haveahundredrandinmyaccount,sincemy

allowancehasbeencutoffforthismonth,so

pleasemybrothermyinheritthat.

Sisflora:(shejustlaughs)whatelse,amsure

Anthonywillbegladheinheritedsomething.

Me:amserioussisfloamsodead.

Sisflora:clamdownamsuretheywon'tkillyou,

comethereicecreaminthefridge,Iwillmakethat

foryou

Wegotothekitchenshegivesmetheicecreaman

sistarteatingifeltsomuchbetter.

Me:sisflocanIborrowyourphone?

Sisflora:doyouwanttogetmeintotrouble?



Me:ofcoursenot?It'snotlikeaminprisonand

amplanninganescapeorsomething.

Sisflora:withyouanythingispossiable.

Me:pleasesisflo,IjustwanttocallLethabo.

Sisflora:didyoujustsayLethabo?,hellnoam

notgivingyoumyphone,youandLethaboequals

toonebigdisaster.

Me:pleasesisflo

Sisflora:nogotoyourroom,youcancallherin

threedaystimewhenyourpunishmentisover.

Igotomyroom,Iwasjuststarringatthewalls,

somehowImanagetofallasleep.

Bandile

Iwaslivingthelife,Iwasatmyclubmostofthe

time,Ididfuck,oneortwomyfuckbuddiesbutI

wasjustmostlypartyingwithsanele,Lunga.and

kwanele,Iwouldstilltoworkevenwithahangover



causeItakebusinessveryseriously,mylifewas

notcomplicated,Imanagedtoconvincemomand

dadnottopressuremeintomarriage,causeI

promisedIwillmarryThandosomeday,hopethat

daydoesn'tarraive,amafuckboy,apartyanimal,

Idon'twantawifeorchildtoomuchdramaformy

liking,mylifeislesscomplicatedasabachelor

andIwanttokeepthatwaymaybetillamforty,

causerightnowmarriageandIdon'tmix.

[09/30,10:50] :Insert7

Iwasinmyroom,goingupanddown,Iwas

thinkingabouthowtobreakthenewstomyparents

andthatBandileguy,ImeanIcan'tgotohimand

sayrememberthathookupwehad,itsortof

resultedinapregnacy,hewon'ttakemeseriously,

weonlyhookuponceandIdidn'tevenremember

hisnameuntillhetoldmeinthemorning.Asfor

momanddad,Iwillasksisflotobreakthenewsto

them,IlookforthebusinesscardtheBandileguy

gavetome,thankGodIstillhadit,Iwillgomeet

himinthemorningthen,Iwillasksisflotobreak



thenewstomomanddadintheevening,Igoto

bed.

Iwakeupinthemorningdomyhygineprocesses,

loation,getdressedandIdomymakeupandwear

my32inchweave,IwaslookinglikeflamesItell

you,iasevenwearingmyblackredbottomheels,I

godownstairs,Ifindmom,dadandandAnthony

havingbreakfast,thediffrentsmellofperfumes

wasreallymakingmesick,butIcouldn'tsay

anything.

Mom:andwhereareyougoingthisearlyall

dressedup?

Me:IknowIhavetwodaysuntillmypunishmentis

over,butpleasecanIgoout?,Ihaveavery

importantappointmentIcantmiss,believemeam

payingformybehaviour.

Mom:fine,shehandsmebackmyphoneand

electronics

Wehaveourbreakfast,theyallleave,thetimewas

nowseventhirty,takeAnothony'scarkeys,he

hardlyusesthiscar(poloTsi)dadhadboughthim



ajeep,Igotothecar.Getin,Iwasusinga

navigator,tofindtheadressonthecard,within

thirtyminutesIarraive,Icalm mynervesforafew

minutes,Ilookatthetimeanditwaseightfifteen,

Igetoutofthecar,igointothebuilding,

everythingaboutitscreamedexpensive,Igetto

thereception,Igreetthereceptionists,shegreets

meback

Me:hi,amheretoseeaMrBandileDlamini(as

soonasIsayhisname,thebitchstartsgivingme

attitude)

Receptionist:heisabusyman,whatdoyouwant

?,leaveamessage.

Me:Ididn'tsayIwantedtoleaveamessage,Isaid

Iwantedtoseehim

Receptionist:thenifyouwon'tleaveamessage

thenjointheque,youcanseehimaroundone

ocklock.

Me:listenbitch,IknowambeautifulandI

intimidateyou,amnotgoingtofuckyourcrushin

theoffice,Ihavefuckedhimalreadyathome,soif



youwanttofuckhimgoahead,justletmeseehim

causeit'simportantIseehimandamnotgoing

anywhereuntilisee,IhavealldayandIcanmake

yourdaymiserableanddifficult

Receptionist:amsorrymam,youcangoandsee

him.

shegivesmehisofficenumber,itwasonthethird

floor,soIusetheelevator,IfindhisofficeandI

knock,heshoutscomein,Ienterandhewas

shockedtoseeme

Bandile:whatasurprise,Iwasn'texpectingtosee

youhere...

Me:zoey,thenameiszoeyBandile.

Bandile:amsorry,haveasit(hepointstoachair,

Isit),towhatpleasuredoIowethisvisit?.

Me:thenightwehookedupdidyouuseacondom?

Bandile:Idon'tremember,youarenotsickorhave

Hivorstidoyou?(heseemreallyscared)

Me:ofcoursenotyoudumbhead,Ihavenothing

thatwon'tgoawayinninemonths.



Bandile:(hetakesadeepsighs)thankGodyou

arenotsick,waitwait,whatdidyoujustsayabout

somethingthatwillgoawayinninemonths?,are

youtryingtosayyouarepregnant

Me:ofcourseyoudumbhead(iwasnowfeeling

likeIwantedtovomit,butImanagenotto)

Me:howdoIevenknowthat'smychild,amsurea

wildpartygirllikeyou....(igivehimahugeslap)

Me:dontyoudareinsultme,youaretheonewho

sleptwithoutacondom,whatdidyouexpecta

medal?.

Bandile:(heholdshischeek,Icouldtellhewas

pissed)dontyoueverandImeaneverslapme

withyourfilthyhandsorIwillrearrangethatpretty

face,justhowstuipdareyou?,haventyouheard

ofmorningafterpills?

Me:lookwecanblameeachotheruntillthemoon

comesout,butthefactisthatwewereboth

irresponsibleandwebothneedtofacethe

consequencesifourirresponsibility.

Bandile:whatisthisallabout,money,youheard



myfamilywasloadedandyounowwantapieceof

thepie?

Me:mydadisfilthyrichdumbhead,heownstwo

verysuccessfulcompanies,sohecantakecareof

meandmybaby,amjustlettingyouknowyou

haveababyontheway.

Bandile:whatever(heopensadrawerandtakes

outabundleofmoneyandhethrowsitatme)take

careofit.

Me(Iwasnowpissed)gofuckyourselfBandile,

amnotgoinganywhereuntilwetalkaboutournext

step

Bandile:Igaveyoumorethanenoughmoneyforan

abortion,amnotreadytobeafatheryet,try

trappingsomeonewhowillfallforyourstuipdtricks

(Ithrowthemoneybackathim,thefeelingof

vomittingwascomingbackagain).

Me:lookamnotgoinganywhere,wemightaswell

talk(hegetsup,comesandgrabmyhand,hewas

busytryingtothrowmeout,wewerebusyurguing,

andhewaspullingmetowardsthedoor,Ivomitall



overhiminstantly,Iwasshocked )amsorry

Bandile.

Bandile:lookatwhatyouhavedone(hewas

pissed)

Me:amsorryitwasn'tintentional.

Bandile:getthefuckoutofmyofficebeforeIcall

securitytocomethrowyouout.

Me:(ismile)iwassorryforvommittingallover

you,butnowamnot,welcometofatherhoodyou

jerk.

Ileavehisoffice,Iwaspissed,ImeanwhatamI

supposedtosaytomyparents,igotknockedup

byapieceofshit,whowon'tgrowupandwantsme

tohaveanabortion,iwasreallypissed.Idrive

homeandgostraighttomyroom,Iremovemy

makeup,takeoffmyweave,ichangeintomy

pjimasandgostraighttobed.

[09/30,10:50] :Insert8

Bandile



DamntheonetimeIdon'tuseacondom,Igeta

dramaqueenknockedup,amdefinatelyinshit,

causeshedoesn'tlooklikesomeonewillingtohave

anabortion,damneverythingaboutthatzoey

chickisdramaticevenannouncingherpregnancy

isdramatic,sheevenpukedonme,aftersheleft,

IwipemyselfInthebathroom andIputonmy

jackettocoverthepukeandIgotomycarand

drivehome,Igotothemainhouse,Ifindunathi

andsiphamandla,watchingtv

Me:andwhatareyoutwofoolsdoinghere?

Them:wearerunningawayfromour

responsibilities.

Me:whatresponsibility?

Siphamandla:wivesandkids,dontgetuswrong,

welovethembutsometimesisjusttoomuch,man

todayamsoadmiringyourbachelorlife,nowife,

nokidsandnoresponsibilities.

Unathi:soamIbrobutjustfortoday,Ilovemy

wifeandkidwaytoomuch.



Isitbesidethem

Me:wellgentlemanthisbachelorhasaserious

problemrightnow.

Unathi:isbusinessbadorareyouill

Me:nobusinessisgreatandnoamnotsick.

Siphamandla:thenwhatthehellisyourproblem?

Causeyourlifeseemsperfectrightnow.

Me:wellisnothingthatwon'tgoawayinnine

monthssoshesaid.

Siphamandla:whatthehellareyouonabout?,wait,

waitdidyouknockThandoup?

Me:hellno.

Unathi:thenwhothehelldidyouknockup?(they

werenowlaughingatme)

Me:mxm ,don'tlaughatme

Unathi:okaywearenolongerlaughingwhodidyou

knockup?,outwithit.

Me:man,theonetimeIdon'tuseacondom,I

knockupsomedramaqueennamedzoey.



Theystartsinging:Iamafathertobe,iamafather

tobe(iwantedtowringtheirnecks)

Siphamandla:onbehalfofallfather's,andallof

theDlaminikidsasthefirstborn,Iwelcomeyouto

fatherhood.

Unathi:thepregnancyandhormonesshit,thelate

nightcravings,allthelatenight'softhebaby

cryingnonestop,thenappychanging,thelate

nightofbottlemaking..ummmcan'twait(they

werenowlaughingatme)

Me:damnamsoscewred,shewon'tevenhavean

abortion.

Siphamandla:(hewasnowserious)howcould

youman?,howcouldyouwanttokillaninnocent

child,didmomanddadabortyou?

Me:amhereright

Unathi:sogivetheinnocentchildachancetolive.

Me:youdoknowdadwillwantmetomarryher

right?.

Them:ooh,youarescrewedman,welcometoour



world,herecomesthebride,herecomesthebride,

herecomesthebride...

IwaspissedsoIgotomyroomandtakeashower,

Ithengodownstairsagain,wehavedinnerwith

momanddad,siphamandlaandunathileave,they

didn'tbreathawordtodadaboutthepregnacy

whichwasarelief.

Zoey

Iwokeuparound3:00pm,Igoandwashmyface,

changeintoatracksuitandIgodownstairsandI

eatmylunch,sisflohadplacedmyfoodinthe

microwave,Ieatandplacethedishinthesink,Igo

upstairs,Iwasbusyplayingagameonmylaptop,

whenIheardadandAnthonytalking,Iwastoo

scaredtogotothem,iwillgoaftersisflohas

brokenthenews,afewminuteslaterIhearmom's

car,myheartwasbeatingfast,afewminuteslater

Ihearsomecomoation,iguesssisflobrokethe

news,thenIhearmymomscreamingmyname



Mom:melokuhlezoeyWilliams,getyourflatass

herenow(damnshitisabouttohitthefan)

Islowlygodownstairs,momseesme

Mom:hurrythefuckup,someofusdonthaveall

dayyouknow.

atleastdadwasclam,whichmeanshewon'tbe

hardonme,Igettowheretheyweresitting,Isit

down

Mom:didn'tIwarnyou,whenyouwerebusy

jumpingouttheWindows,whatdidIsay?

Me.......

Mom:amtalkingtoyou.

Me:yousaiditIfallpregnantIwillregretit.

Mom:good,yourememberedwhatIsaidandyou

wentontofallpregnant,youareonyourown,

Damiandealwithyourbrat.

Anthony:whoisthefather?

Me......

Dad:heaskedyouaquestionandansweritcauseI



alsowanttoknow.

Me:hewantsnothingtodowithmeandthebaby,

sohedoesn'texist

Dad:hebetterexistbecauseasoftodayyouareno

longermeandyourmom'sresponsibilitybuthis.

Me:butdad

Dad:nobut,tellmehisbloodyname(Hewasnow

reallyangry)

Me:hisnameisBandileDlamini

Dad:anddoyouperhapshavehishomeaddress?

Me:noIdon't,Ionlyhavehisworkaddress

Dad:good,gopackyourclothes,AnthonyandI

willdropyoutheretommorrow

Me:dadpleaseno,ambergingyouplease

Dad:youbetterpackthoseclothes,Ihaveletyou

getawaywithalot,notthistimedeardaughter,

thatboymustMarryyou.

Mom:(shewasallofasuddensoft)Damianaren't

youbeingalittletoohurshonher?



Dad:no,youandIraisedourkidstogether,it's

onlyfairthattheyraisetheirchildtogetheramnot

abouttoraisehischildforhim,hellno.

(helooksatme)andyouwhatareyouwaitingfor

gopackyourclothes

Igetupandgotomyroom,Ijustlayonmybed

maybedadwillchangehismindinthemorning.

[09/30,10:51] :Insert

Zoey

Iwakeupearlyaroundfouram,Icouldn'tsleepI

hadnotpackedyet,crossedmyfingersandhope

dadchangeshismind,Igoanddomyhygine

processes,loationandgetdress,madesuremy

makeup,nailsandhairareonpoint,Ihadjust

finishedgettingready,whensisflowalksin

Sisflora:morningbaby

Me:sisfloyouarewaytooearly,it'sonly5:00am



andIsowishitwasagoodmorning,thedrama

goingoninmylifeandIcan'tevendrink.

Sisflo:iknowitsearly,ijustcametocheckonyou

afterlastnight,relax,amsureeverythingwillbe

fine,everythingwillbefineyouwillsee.

Shewasstillmakingmybed,whenmomwalksin

Mom:ithoughtyouknewhowtodothatbynow.

Sisflora:thisone,anywayletmegoandget

startedIbreakfast(sheleavesmeandmom)

Me:momamreallysorry,pleasetalktodad(tears

werethreateningmyeyes)

Mom:babyamsorrytoo,haveyoupackedyour

clothesyet?

Me:mom,dadwasnotseriouswashe?.

Mom:thatmanwasdeadserious,butIhave

managedtoclamhimdownabitandbuyyou

sometime.

Me:soamnotleaving?

Mom:nottoday,butyouaregoingtomarrythat



boy.

Me:thankyoumom.

Mom:dontthankmejustyet,yourdadisgoingto

seethatboytodayandyouaregoingwithhim.

Me:but(Momgivesmethelook)fine.

MomandIgodownstairs,wefinddadandAnthony

waitingforbreakfast,wesitdown,sisflorabrings

breakfasttothetable,wehavebreakfast,itwas

awkardandsilient

Dad:youbetterthankyourluckystarsyourmom

managedtocalmmedown,Iwouldleaveyouwith

thatboyinhisoffice.

Idon'tsayawordcauseidon'twanttopisshimoff

anyfurther,dad,AnthonyandImakeourwayto

Bandilesoffice,wegetthere,wegettothe

reception,thereceptionist,callshimandtellhim

anheretoseehim,hetellsit'sfineicouldcometo

hisoffice,dad,AnthonyandIgotohisoffice,he

wasshockedtoseeAnthonyanddadcausehewas

onlyexpectingme.



Bandilegreetsus,Dadtellsmetogowaitoutside,

Igowaitoutside,Iwaspacingupanddown,after

whatseemslikeforever,dadandAnthonycome

out

Dad:getready,youaregoingtotheDlamini

householdtonight,Bandileisgoingtobreakthe

newstohisparents.,weleave,IaskAnthonyfor

somemoney(throughatextofcourse,dadwould

stophimifIsaidittooloud,Anthonysendsme

R2000)

Iaskdadtodropmeoffatthemall,IcallLauren

andLethabosowecanmeetatthemall,Iwas

busylookingforlookingforsomethingtowear,I

wasattruworth,whenLaurenandLethabocallto

saytheywerehere,itellthemtocometotruworth,

theycome

Lethabo:heybitch,youhavebeenkindaofquiet

lately,watsapp?

Me:ammeetingtheinlawstonight,helpfinda

somethingtowear.

Lethabo:(sheandLaurenbothseemedconfused)



whatinlaws?

Me:Iwilltellyouallaboutitwhilewehavelaunch,

bythewayambrokesolaunch.Isonyouguys.

Wefindaperfectabovethekneelengthblackdress

andthenwemakeourwaytosteers,wewerebusy

havinglunchwhenBandilewalksinwiththeladyhe

waswithattheclub,heaseesmeandhecomesto

whereLauren,LethaboandIaresitted

Bandile:zoeyareyoufine?

Me:yesamfine

Bandile:doyouneedanything?

Me:no,amgood

Bandile:okaythen,Iwillpickyouupatseven.

Me:amfinewiththat(heleavesandhegoesback

totheladyhecamewith)

LethaboandLauren:andwhoisthatfineass?

Me:oohhim,thatismybabydaddy

LethaboandLauren:babydaddy?



Me:yesheknockedMeup.

Lethabo:wait,waitwhendidthishappen?

Me:rememberthatdayIsortofdissapered?

LethaboandLauren:yes

Me:wellwekindaofhookedupandweweretoo

drunktouseprotection

Lauren:butyouwerenottoodrunktodothedeed?

(welaugh)

Me:andtonightisthenightImeettheinlaws.

Lauren:andwhoisthatchickhewaswith?

Me:Iseriouslydon'tknow,maybesheishis

girlfriend.

Lethabo:youarewaytooclamformyliking,

Iwouldhavebeenalloverhisfineass

Me:Bandilecandowhateverhewantstodo,Ijust

wanttogivebirthandgetbacktomynormallife.

Lauren:bynormal,youmeanclubbing?.

Me:yesofcourse.



Lauren:youdoknow,yourlifeisgoingtochange

andyouwillnolongerbeabletopartyasmuch.

becauseyouwillbebusytakingcareofababy.

Me:that'swhatbabysittersandnanniesarethere

forduuh!

Lauren:thatbabyisgoingtobethecenterof

attention.

Lethabo:byebyezoethepartyanimal.

Me:youladiesaresomean,Iwon'tmakeyoumy

matronsofhonour.

(LaurenandLethabolaugh)

Lethabo:girlareyouseriouslygettingmarried?

Me:that'swhatdadsays.(theylookedshocked)

Lauren:thenkissclubbinggoodbye.

Me:likehell,Iwill.

Wefinisheatinglunch,wegoandhaveournails

done.Irequestforanuber,theuberarraivesandi

gohome,Irelaxwhilewatchingsometv,thetime

wasnowhalfpastfive,Igotakeashower,Iloation



,weartheblackdressIboughttodaywithblack

peeptoehills,domymakeup,Iwearmy32inch

pevulianweaveandIgodownstairs

Sisflora:youcan'tgotoyourinlawswithyour

armsoutatleastputona jacket,Igotomyroom

takemywhitejacket(thoseoneswithoutarms)i

lookedhotshame,evenifIhavetoblowmyown

horn,thetimewasnowsixthirty.,Iwaswaitingfor

Bandile.

[09/30,10:51] :Insert10

Bandile

Iwasattheclub,withoneofmyfuckbuddiesand

Ihadjustfinishedfuckingher,andyes,Ididusea

condomandmadesureshedrankthemorningafter

pill,Igaveher,Ilookatthetimeanditwas18:45,

ohshit,amsupposedtogoandpickzoeyup,Itext

hersayingamrunninglate,IgetridofthebitchI

wasfucking,igotakeashower,Igetdressed,

goodthingIhadachangeofclotheshereatthe



club,Itakemycarkeys,Iaskzoeytogiveme

directionstoherfather'shouse,shegivesMethe

directions,Ipickherup andwegototheroyal

house,thetwoguardsthatwereondutyopenthe

gateforme

Zoey:wow,thisplaceishuge.

Me:pleaseremaininsidethecaruntillIcomeand

getyou.

Zoey:okay

Me:good

Ihadparkednexttothemainhouse,soIgotothe

mainhouse.Ifindeveryonethere,thekidswerein

theplayingroomwithAuntyBella(ourhelper)as

usual,Igreeteveryone,theyallgreetmeback

Me:nowthateveryoneisherethereissomeoneI

wouldlikeyoutomeetbutbeforeyoucanmeetthat

someone,mom,dadcanIpleasespeaktoyouin

private

Mom:ofcourseson(Me,momanddadgotothe

study)



Me:momanddadthereissomethingIwouldlike

youtoknowbeforeyoumeetthisperson.

Mom:thispersonmustreallybespecial,you

hardlybringanyonetotheroyalhouse.

Dad:mysentimentsexactly.

Me:hernameiszoeyandsheispregnantforme

(youshouldhaveseentheshockonmyparents

face)

Mom:what?,howthehelldidyoumeetthiszoey?

andwhyamIhearingofhernow?

Me:tocutthelongstoryshort,wemetatmyclub

andwesortofhookedup.

Mom:IthoughtyouweregoingtomarryThando

andnowyougopickingupslutsfromtheclub?

Dad:nomceboclamdownlet'smeetthegirlfirst

beforeyoujudgeher.

Mom:fine,goandgether.Igoandtakezoeyfrom

thecar,shejustseemsnottogetoverhowhugethe

placewas,butshestilldidn'tknowwewereatthe

Royalhouse,wegowereeveryonewas



Me:everyonemeetzoey(theywereallshocked

theyweren'texpectingsomeonemixed)nowzoey

letmeintroduceyoutoeveryone,zoeythisaremy

parents(iwaspointingatmomanddad)Mrand

MrsDlamini,sheextendherhandforahandshake,

dadshakesherhand,momjustlooksatherand

thenthereisthefirstbornofthefamily,

sphamandla,siphamandlajustwaveshishand,

sihlejustlooksatzoey,thenwehavethesecond

brotherunathi,unathialsojustwaves,thenwe

haveme,wehavemetalready,thenwehavethe

babyofthefamilymyoneandonlysister

nomphumelelo,thenwehavesiphamandla'swives

,sihle,sihlegivestheboredlook,thenwehavehis

secondwife,khanyisile(Khanyigetsupand

huggszoey),thenwehavemysecondbrother's

wifeminnehle,Minniejustsmiles.

Mom:nowthattheintroductionsareoutofthe

way,lethersitiwanttofindoutmoreabout,the

ladyexpectingmygrandson(alltheladiesatthe

tablewereshockedexceptmom)

Zoeysitsdown.



Zoey

SoIhadbeenintroducedtoeveryoneinthedlamini

family,thisfamilyseemedloaded,themothertells

metositdown,whichIdo

MrsDlamini:sozoeywhatissosurnameandwhat

doyoudoforaliving?

Me:wellammelokuhlezoeywillamsandIjust

finishedwrittingmylastexam,studyingteaching.

Sihle:Ifeelforthekids,areyouevenreal?,cause

everythingaboutyoushoutsplastic.

Siphamandla:sihlepleasebehave,don'tinsult

zoeyplease.

Sihle:sorry,Ijustwantedtoknowifsheisreal

(shelaughsandiwasnowpissed)

Bandile:zoeydon'tmindhersheisjustadrama

queen(Inod)

MrsDlamini:soareyouZulu?,Iheardthename



melokuhle

Me:nomymomisZuluhencetheZuluname

MrDlamini:soyouknownothingaboutourZulu

culture?

MrsDlamini:thequestioniscansheevenspeak

Zulu

Me:theanswertobothofyourquestionsisyes

andyes,yesIknownothingabouttheZuluculture

andyesIcan'tspeakzulu(ihadstoppedeatingat

thispoint,sinceIwasbeginningtofeel

uncomfortable)

MrsDlamini:intresting,doyouknowwhatis

expectedofyounowthatyouarecarryingroyal

blood?

Me:(iimmidiatelychokeonthewateriwas

drinking)Royalblood?

MrsDlamini:youdidn'tknow?,wearearoyal

familyandthisisthepalace,doyoujustgo

sleepingaroundwithpeopleyouknownothing

about?(ireallyfeltthat)



Me:hedidn'ttellmehisisaPrince.

Bandile:notmanypeopleknowaboutthatpartof

mylifezoey,sodon'ttakeitpersonally.

MrsDlamini:well,isaiditandamstillgoingtosay

itThandowasthebestformyson,notsomelow

lifeclubbing,golddigginghoe(shegotupandleft

,Bandileandsphamandlawentafterher)

Iexcusedmyselfandaskedtousethebathroom,

khanyishowedme,thebathroom ,Igotincrieda

littleandthenipulledmyselftogether,Iwas

makingmywaytothetable,MrsDlaminiwasback

atthetable,theywerebusytalkingtheydidn'tsee

me

Sihle:outofallthegirlstoknockup,youknockup

aslayqueenBandile,didyouseeher,weave,her

nails,hermakeup

Nomphumelelo:cansheevendoanythingwith

thosenails?

Khanyisile:youguysarebeinghardonthepoor

girl(ididn'twantthemtotalkanyfurther,soI

coughalittletogettheirattetion)



Bandile:zoeyhowlonghaveyoubeenstanding

there?

Me:longenough.(isitdown)

Bandile:amsorryyouhadtohearthat

Me:it'sokayatleastnowIknowwhereIstandwith

everyone,youcanmarryyourThandomybabyand

iwillbefine.

Bandile:zoeydon'tbelikethat.

Me:likewhat?,yourmomwantsyoutomarry

Thando,goahead,youhavemyblessing,what

amIevensaying,youdon'tneedmyblessingit's

notlikeamyourmother,yourwifeorrelatedtoyou

anyway,theonlyconnectionyouhavewiththis

golddiggerisababy.

Khanyi:zoeypleaseclamdowndear,youwillget

usedtotheirbullshitIknowIhave

Me:thankyoukhanyi,itwasnicemeetingallof

youbutihavetogohome,oohincaseyouwere

wondering,Idohaveahome,abeautifulhomenot

exactlytheroyalstandardbutisfine,soBandile



didn'tpickmeupfromthestreets

BandilepleasetakemehomebeforeisaythingsI

mightregret.

Wegotohiscar,wedriveoff,wedon'tsayaword

toeachother,hedropsmeoffathome,Igo

straighttomyroom,changeintomypyjamas,I

takeoffmywig,Iwashmyface,i.Wassotiredi

don'tevenknowhowfellasleep

[09/30,10:51] :Insert11

Iwokeupdidmyhygineprocesses,Iotionandget

dressedincasualwear,Isleptatthemainhouse,I

godownstairs,Ifindmomandmpumiehaving

breakfast,dadhadameetingwiththeelders

regardingmylobolanegoations,apparentlyMe

marryingzoeywastheonlywayout,Isitdownand

joinmomandmpumieforbreakfast

Nompumelelo:lastnightwasonfire(shewas

laughing)thankyoufortheshowbro,yousurehell

knowhowtopickthem.



Mom:Iwillneveracceptthatlittlebratasyourwife,

cansheevenwashherownundies?

Me:Iseriouslydon'tknowherthatwellmom,she

wasjustsupposedtobejustaonenightstandand

shithappened(Momandmpumieclaptheirhands

)

Mom:Amen,Igiveup,Thandowouldhavebeena

perfectwifeforyou,soistheweddingdateset?.

Me:ammeetingzoeyforherdoctorsappointment

today,soafterIwilltakeheroutforlunchandwe

cansetthedate.

Mom:theelderswilldecidethedateanyway,so

don'ttalkaboutthedate ,ihavetobuymydress,

mpumiecanwegetmatchingoutfits.

Nompumelelo:absolutelymom.

Me:forgetittherewon'tbeahugewedding,zoey

andIwillgotothehomeaffairsoffices.

,withmom ,dadandherparents,thenwecome

homeandhaveasmallgathering,justusthefamily

,herparentsandherbrother.



Mom:buteveryoneInthevillageknowstheroyal

familyalwayshashugewedding,yourbrothershad

hugeweddings

Me:wellnotme,idontwantabigwedding,I

don'tevenIwanttogetmarriedmom,itisjustthe

situationathand.

Nompumelelo:doyouhavetomakeitthatobvious

youdon'twanttomarryher?.

Mom:ifyousayso.

Me:thatIswhatIwantanditisfinal

Mom:okson,won'tyouatleastconsidertaking

Thandoasasecondwife,Imeanyouarefromthe

royalfamily,youcantaketwowives

Me:hellnomom,Idon'tevenwanttomarrythe

oneIhavetomarryandyouaregivingmeasecond

wifealready?,Ican'thandletwowivesnever,I

haveseenwhatitislike.Sphamandla'swivesare

foreverateachothersthroats,Ijustcan't,hellto

theno,Ijustcan'tdeal.

Mom:don'tkillmeitwashisasuggestion



Me:welldropthatsuggestioncauseIdon'tlikeit,

anywayletmegoandpickthedramaqueenand

takeherforherappointment.(Igetupandcallzoey

,itellhertogetanuberandgotothedoctorsIwill

needherthereandtheniwilltakeherhome,before

Ileaveoneoftheguardsgavemealetterandsaid

dadsaidIshouldgivethelettertozoeytogiveto

herfather,Iknewwhatthismeant.)

Imakemywaytothedoctorsandzoeywasnot

thereyet,ItakemyphoneandIcallher

Me:zoey,whereareyou?,Idon'tlikebeingkept

waiting?

Zoey:amatlastrobort,amalmostthere.

Me:good,nowhurryup.

Shegetsthereandwegoin,wehavethescan,she

was4andhalfweekspregnant,everythingwas

goingwellwithherpregnancy,bluh,bluh,he

givesher,hervitaminsandweleave,Itakeherto

wimpyformidmorningbreakfast,causeshewas

clearlystarving.



Zoey

BandileandIwerehavingmidmorningbreakfast,

hewasbusytellingme,thatweshouldjustgoand

signatthehomeaffairsandthenhaveasmall

intimatedinnerwithjustoutfamilies,Iwaskindaof

sad,causeIalwayswantedahugefairytale

wedding,Iwantedtobeaprincessjustforthatone

day,anywayiagreedheisthehusbandafterall

andamfastlearningwecantalwaysgetwhatwe

want,hehadjustgivenmethisenvelop,

apparentlyitwasaletterishouldgivetomyfather

andIshouldnotopentheletter,Iwaskindacurious

butIwon'topentheletter,whenthechickthatwas

withBandileattheclubandthatdayatsteers

comestoourtable

Bandile:Thando

Thando:hiBandile(thenshelooksatmydirection)

andyoumustbethebabymama

Me:thenameiszoeyWilliams,Bandile'ssoonto

bewife(iextendmyhandtoherforahandshake,



sheshakesmyhand)

Thando:Iguesscongratulationsareinorder,a

weddingandababyontheway,youareonelucky

girl.

Me:noBandileistheluckyonetohaveme.

Thando:Iguess,wellitwasnicemeetingyou

Me:samehere.

ShehuggsBandileandsheleaves,mxm bitch.

IfinisheatingandBandiledropsmeoffathome,

momwasnotfeelingwellanddadwastakingcare

ofher,whichmeansbothmyparentswereathome

,igetinandfindthemcuddlingonacouch,

watchingmom'sfavouritesoapie,thethingspoor

dadhastodotokeephiswifehappy

Me:dadIdidn'tknowyouwatchsoapiestoo?

Dad:anddon'tyoudaretellanyone,Ihavea

reputationtoprotect(MomandIlaugh)

Me:(Isitdown)DadBandilegavemethisletter

togivetoyou(Igivethelettertohim,hereadsthe

letterandhegivestomomtoread)



Dad:yourinlawsarecommingforyourlobola

negoationsnextweek(momreallyseemedworried)

Mom:areyousureyouwillbeabletocopeasa

royalwife?

Dad:amsureshewilldojustfine(igetupandgo

tomyroom)sisfloracomesin

Sisflora:areyouoknana?

Me:alittleamjustnotsosureaboutthiswhole

marryingBandilething,ImeanwhatdoIknow

aboutmarriage,nothing,Iknowabsolutely

nothingaboutmarriage

Sisflora:amsureyouwillbefineandyour

marriagewillbefine.

Me:amjustakid,whatdoIknowaboutmarriage?

Sisflo:amsureyouwilltakeitadayonedayata

timeandyouwillgrowwithtimeandyouwillbefine

(shehuggsme)

Me:thankyousisflora,Ireallyneededtohear

that.

Sisflora:youarewelcomeprincess,nowcome



andhavelunchwithyourparents.Igodownstairs

andhavelunchwithmyparents,Igotomyroom

andhangtherefortherestoftheday.

Thando

Hiasyouknowam Thando,Bandile'sexgirlfriend

,Ican'tbelievehedumpedmeonlytogoandknock

upslayqueen,shesheisbeautiful,butBandile's

momthinkssheisnotaperfectmatchforhim,I

wasreallyheartbrokenandreadytogiveup,but

thequeentoldmenottogiveupcauseshewilldo

whateverittakesformetomarryherson,Ireally

doloveBandilebutformeitisaboutthemoneyand

powerthatcomeswithbeingMrsDlamini,Iwilldo

whateverittakestobepartofthatfamily,anything,

everythingwasgoingperfectlyfineandBandilewas

readytofixeverything untilthatbitchdecidedto

traphimwithababy.

Iswearthatgirlwon'thavepeaceinhermarriageas

longasamaround,shewouldhavetokillmeto



knowwhatispeace.
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Zoey

Mylobolanegoationsweredoneandeverything

wentwell,BandileandIweretogoandsignandat

thehomeaffairsnextweek,apparentlyallthe

Dlaminiwomenexceptfornompumelelo,were

goingtoDurban,sothekinginsistedthattheytake

mealongwiththem,sinceammarriedtoBandile

traditionally,Iwasallpackedandreadytogo,the

kingwaskindenoughtosendoveradriver,the

driverarraivesandwemakeourwaytotheroyal

house,Igetthere,Ifindalltheladiesgathered,I

wassurprisedtoseeThando,khanyicomesand

huggsme,sihlewasbusytalkingtothequeenand

Thando,Minniewaswithherhusbandinhiscar,I

gooverandIgreetthem,thequeenandThando

greetmeback,sihlejustlooksatme



MrsDlamini:nowthattheslayqueenisherewe

cango,ThandodarlingpleasecallMinniesowe

cangetinsideourminibus

Thando:youmeanzoeyiscommingwithus?,this

isgoingtobefun.

MrsDlamini:yessheisdear,sheisBandile'swife

afterall.

Wegetinsidetheminibusandwewereonourway

,Iwassittingnexttokhanyi,thequeenwaswith

sihleandThando,minnewasalonebusyonher

phonemindingherownbusiness,

WegettoDurbanandwegettothehotel,thequeen

wasnowbusymakingsleepingarrangements

MrsDlamini:sihlewillsharearoomwithme,

Thandowillsharearoomwithzoey,Minnieand

khanyiwillsharearoom.

Thando:Idon'twanttosharewithher,noljust

can't.

Me:Ialsocan'tsharearoomwithMyhusbandex,

doyouwanthertokillmeinmysleep?



MrsDlamini:doyoutwohavetoactlikebabiesall

thetime?

Thando:amsorryqueenmother,Ijustcan't

I'drathergobackgobackhome.

Me:Thandostopbeingdramatic,it'sfineit's,am

surewecanexchangeandIcansharearoomwith

khanyi,youandminniecansharearoom.

Minnehle:Idon'twanttosharearoomwith

Thandoorsihle.

MrsDlamini:fineIwillsharearoomwithThando,

khanyiandzoeycansharearoom ,sihleand

Minniecansharearoom.

Minniepleasesharearoomwithsihle.

Minnehle:fine

Weallgotoourrooms,IwashappyIwaswith

khanyi,shewaswarmandinviting.

Wesleepfortherestoftheday,khanyigetsacall

fromqueenmothertellingustocomedownstairs

fordinner,khanyiandigetreadyandwegodown

stairs,wefindMrsDlaminiandThandohaving



drinks,wesitdownandjointhem,sihleandMinnie

comeafewminutes

MrsDlamini:nowthatweareallhereweorderour

food

Weorderourfood,wewerebusyeatting,when

Thandostarts

Thando:sozoey,whenisthebigday?

Me:nextweekonlyandtheweddingisby

invitationonly.

MrsDlamini:Thandodeardon'tfeelbad,I

wouldn'tcallgoingatthehomeaffairsandhaving

dinnerwithfamilyexactlyawedding,soyoudidn't

missanything.(Thandolaughs)

Thando:wowIknowtheroyalfamilyfortheirbig

weddings,IknowIwouldwantabigwedding

Me:wellyouarenotzoeyWilliams,soontobe

Dlamini,sowecan'tlikethesamethings.

Thando:youhavenothing,thatIwouldwantsoI

don'twishtobeyoubitch.

Me:wellIdohavesomething,infacttwothings,



notonebuttwothings,thatyouwishyoucanhave

butyoucan't,Bandileandthechildamcarriying.

Thando:child,child,IhavehadBandile,Ican

havehimifIwantto,Iknowhowhelikesitinbed

andIcangiveittohimWellandverywell.

Me:goandgiveithim then,Iwishyouluck.

Sihle:canyoutwopleaserespectqueenmother

enoughtokeepyourtrapsshut.

Me:Iwillkeepmymouthshutifthishasbeen,

washedoutfakeassbitchkeepshertrapshut

Thando:atleast,Iknowhowtokeepmylegs

closedanddon'tgoandgetupknockedupatclubs

Me:(istandupandpouronjuiceher)atleastam

goingtobeMrsDlaminithat'swhyamhere,why

areyouevenhere?,Imeanisnotlikeyouarea

Dlaminiorrelatedtothemoranything.

Thando:(shealsogetsupandfaceme)youare

luckyyouarepregnant,Iwillmopthefloorwith

youandamherecausequeenmother,invitedme

causeshethinksyouarenotwomanenoughforher



sondarling.

Me:luckyforme,yoursocalledqueenmotheris

notBandile,youclearlyweren'twomanenoughfor

him orelsehewouldhavemarriedyou.

MrsDlamini:zoeypleasedon'tcallme,theso

calledqueenmother,amIqueenandoldenoughto

beyourmothersoplease,sopleasehavesome

respectforme.

Me:amsorryMrsDlamini,nowifyouwillexcuse

me..(Ileavethemandkhanyicomesafterme)

WegettoourroomandWetakeoffourclothesand

getintopyjamas,removeourmakeup,wegosit

inthelivingroom

Khanyisile :youreallyhavetolearntoclamdown

andkeepyourcoolaroundthispeoplecausethey

willkeeppushingandpushinguntilyougoall

psychoonthem

Me:Iknowhey,Ihavetokeepittogether

especiallysinceIhaveababyontheway,mybaby

can'taffordtohavehermommyintheLooneybin.



Khanyisile:she?,howdoyouknowit'sashe?

Me:agirlcanonlydream,Idon'twantanother

Bandilexem,Ican'thandlethetwoofthem.

Thentherewasaknockonthedoor,khanyiwentto

openthedoor,itwasminne

Minnehle:hi,zoeyIjustcametocheckuponyou

afterthiswholedrama.

Me:thankyouMinnie,amfine(shesitsdown)

minneandkhanyiwerebusyhavingwine,Isowish

Icouldjointhem,butitwasjustjuiceforme,

khanyi,minneandiendeduphavingasmallparty,

Minnieendedupsleepinginourroom.
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Bandile

Theladieswerebackfromdurbanandtommorrow

ismyweddingday,Iwasreallynothappyabout



that,Iwas.Attheclub,with?Kwanele,saneleand

Lunga,wewerepartyingupastorm,myfriends

hadtheirgirlfriend'swiththem,soicall

Miranda(oneofmyfuckbuddies),wepartieduntill

oneam,IgotomyroomintheclubwithMiranda,

wefuckandweendupsleepingaroundthreeam ,I

wasstillsleepingwhenIhearmyphonerings,it

wasmomshit.

Mom:BandileDlaminiwhereareyou?

Me:amattheclub,Lunga,kwanele,saneleandI

werepartyingherelastnight.

Mom:getyourarsehere,soyouevenknowwhat

timeitis?(Ilookatthetimeitwashalfpasteight)

Iwillbethereinthirtyminutes.

Mom:pleasemakeitfifteenminutes,soyoucan

haveenoughtimetogetready.

Me:finemom (shehangsup)

IquicklygetupandIalsowakemirandaupandI

giveherthemorningalthoughweusedacondom,I

justwantedtobesafe,Imakesureshedrinks,we

goout,Ilockupmyroomandhandthekeystothe



cleaningladyandIrushtomycar,Imakemyway

home,Igethomegotothemainhouse,Ifindmom

anddadinthelivingroom

Dad:yousmelllikealcohol,youreallyneedtoget

youracttogetherson,thisistoomuch.

Me:amsorrydad,pleaseletmegoandgetready

forthisshamofamarriage

Dad:don'tyoudaregetangryatmeyouaretheone

thatsleptwithherandgotherpregnantnowtake

responsibilityforyouractions.

Me:finedad,canigoandgetready.

Dad:youbetterdothat

Irunupstairsandgototheshower,shower,

loationandgetdressed,Iputonmytuxcedoandi

godownstairs,thetimewasnow09:45,our

appointmentwasattenthirtywemakeourwayto

thehomeaffairs,wegettherewefindzoeyandher

parentswaitingforus,shelookedbeautiful,she

waswearingthiswhitefigurehuggingdresswith

stelitos,herhair,nailsandmakeupwe'reonpoint,

thischickisdefinatelyasidechickmaterial,itwas



nowtenthirty,weallgoinandaboutanhourlater

itwasdonewewereMrandMrsDlamini.

Wealldrivetoherhome,togogetherbagsand

havelunch,Iaskthedrivertotakeherbagstothe

car,wehavelunch,Imustsaythefoodwasreally

good.Wethenallmakeourwaytotheroyalhouse.

Zoey

Yep,itwasdone,mysurnamewasnowDlamini,I

wasnowgoingtostaywithmyhusband,wegetto

theroyalhouse,Bandilefirsttakesmetoourhouse

,hegivemeandmyparentsatourofourhouse,it

hadthisbeautifulkitchen,4stunningbedrooms,

themainbedroomhasitownbathroom ,astudy,

livingroom ,dinningroom,agym ,storeroom and

doublegarage,thenkingDlaminitakesoverand

givesmeandmyparentsatouroftberoyalpalace,

theplacewashugeandithasthisamazing

beautifulgardenwithreallybeautifulflowers,by

thetimeweweredonewithourtourIwastired,we



relaxoutsidewhilewewaitforunathi,siphamandla

andAnthonytoarraive,theyfinallyarraiveat

aroundfiveo'clock.

Wehavedinnerandweallgotoourhouses,mom,

dadandAnthonyalsoleave.

Bandile:listenamgoingtotheclub,Iwillbeback

tommorrowmorning,hereissomemoneytogo

buysomefoodtoeat(hetransfers5000intomy

account)

Me:Bandileyoucan'tseriouslyleavemealoneon

myfirstnighthere

Bandile:likeIsaidIwillbebacktommorrowso

makesureyoubuyfood

Andjustlikethathewasoutthedoor,Iwas

restless,Icouldn'tsleepitwasanewenvironment

forme,Iwakeupinthemorninganddomyhygine

processes,Igetdressed,makesuremyweave,

nailsandmakeupwe'reonpoint,Iwonderwhat

timethemaidarrIves,sisfloisusuallydonewith

breakfastbythistime,Iwaitandwaitforthemaid

toarraive,shedoesn'tcome,Ihavetotalkto



Bandileaboutthiswecan'taffordtohavealazy

Maid,ItakemybagandIrequestforanuber,Igo

andwaitfortheuberatthegate,Igotowimpy

havesomebreakfast,sinceIdidn'thaveone,Igo

andbuylunchandsupperformeandBandile,this

guygavemetoomuchmoneyjustforlunchand

supper,Igototruworthandbuymyself2stunning

pairsofshoesandadress,Ibuymyselfsome

snackssinceIwasalsocravingforsomesnacks,I

stillhadagrandleft,Irequestanuberandgohome

,Iplacethefoodinthefridge,Igoandwatchsome

tv,Bandilemustreallyhavealazymaidlookatthe

dust,sisfloramustteachherathingortwo,

Bandilewasnothomeyet,soIsleptonthecouch.
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Bandile

Itwasnowaroundtwelfintheafternoon,Ipartied

upastormwithmyfriendslastnighttoo,soihad

sleptmostofthemorning,Iwakeupgoanddomy



hygineprocesses,lotionandgetdressed,Ithen

lockmyroomandmakemywayhome,Ihopemy

wifehascookedcauseamstarving,Imakemyway

home,Idon'tevengotothemainhouse,Igo

straighttomyhouse,Igetinandzoeyissleeping,I

letherbe,Igotothekitchen,manherdisheswere

stillinthesinkanditwasamessandtherewasno

signofcooking,Iclammyselfdown,iopenthe

cabinetstocheckwhatshehasboughtthatIcan

eatnothing,Iopenthefridgethereweretakeaways

,IdishupandeatcauseIwasstarving,Igotomy

bedroommybedwasn'tevenmade,whathasthis

girlbeendoingallday?,Idecidetogoandwake

herup

Me:zoeygetup(sheimmediatelygetsupandsit

down)

Zoey:Bandileyouareback?

Bandile:no,amnot,itismyghostthatyouare

seeing.

Zoey:what'swrong,youlookedpissed?.

Me:Idon'tknow,maybeit'sbecauseI



camebacktoamessyhouseperhaps?

Zoey:ooohthat,Iwantedtotalkaboutthat

Me:goaheadamlistening.

Zoey:youhavetogivemethemaidsnumber,

causeshedidn'tcomeintodayandthehouseisa

mess.

Me:whatmaid?,causeifmymemoryservesme

right,Ididn'thireanymaid.

Zoey:(herbeingadramaqueenshescreams)

Youmean,youdon'thaveamaid?,howarewe

goingtosurvive?

Me:girlyoucan'tbeserious,itisyourdutytotake

careofthehouseandme,therearenomaidsin

theroyalhouse,theonlymaidthatcomesisthe

maidthatcomestohelpoutinthemainhousebut

momdoesmostofthework.

Zoey:clearlywearegoingtohavetogetamaid,

causeIcan'tcopeplusIwanttostartworkassoon

asthebabyisborn

Me:(ijustlaugh)keepondreaming,youpoor



child,nowomenintheroyalhouseworks

Me:butIhavetoputmydegreeintouse(icould

tellshenowwantedtocry)

Me:letmetellyousomethingifyouthinkyouarea

specialcase,youseekhanyiisaqualifiedlawyer,

shestudiedLLB,minnehleisaqualified

accountant,momwasaworkingwoman,shewas

asocialworkerbeforeshemetdad,soyousee

themgoingtowork?

Zoey:soweallexpectedtobehousewives?

Me:bingo,soyoumightaswellstartwithyour

dutiesrightnowandclean

Zoey:(shewasnowcrying)butIcan'tcleanplus

mynailswillgetruined

Me:areyouserious?,whichremindsmeigave

youfivethousandsrandsforgroceriesandIdon't

seeanythinginthishouse.

zoey:IboughtthetakeawaysandIalsobought

myselfastunningdressandtwopairsofheels

Me:areyouseriousrightnow(iwantedtowring



herneck,butIclamdown)

Icallsphamandla,unathiandkhanyitocometomy

house,Ihadnoenergytotalk,Iwasfinished,after

afewminutestheyallarraive

Siphamandla:watsupbro,istheretroublein

paradisealready?

Me:amfinishedbro,amfinishedbro

Unathi:(henowseemedconcerned)what'swrong

bro?,talksowecanhelpyou.

Me:tellkhanyitogotothekitchenandthengoto

mybedroom andtellmewhatyousee.

Theyallgototheplacesisentthemandtheyall

cameback

Khanyi:whyisyourhousesuchamess?

Me:khanyithemadamiswaitingforthemaidto

comeandclean.

Unathi:(helaughs)aregoingtotellherorshouldI

?

Me:Ihavetoldheralready,cleaningthehouseis



nothingmybrother,getthisIgaveherR5000,not

one,nottwobutfivethousandforgroceries she

wentandboughttwotakeawaysorisitfour,she

buysheelsandadresswithafewsnack.

Theyallburstintolaughter

Siphamandla:youcan'tbeseriousman,noway.

Me:amdeadserious(zoeywasjustsittingthere

shelookedembrassed)

Unathi:brocansheevenboilwater?

Zoey:ofcourseIcanboilwater,Ijustdon'tknow

howtoswitchonastove

Wealllaugh,IshouldbeupsetrightnowbutI

foundmyselflaughingmyassoff.

Me:Idon'tthinkthisslayqueencandoanything

(shestartscrying)

Khanyi:(shehuggsher)guyspleaseleaveme

andzoeyalone.

Me:sure,khanyiisthereanyfoodinyourhouse

khanyi?,causeIcan'teatthatfoodagain.



Khanyi:ofcoursethereisfoodandsendmemoney

forgroceriesforyourhouse,yourmadamandIwill

goshopping.

Me:butIcoughedoutR5000yesterday

Khanyi:doyouwantmetohelpyourwifeornot?

Me:fine (isendherR5000)happynow?.

Khanyi:morethanhappy.

Me:wearegoingtoyourhousekhanyi,bye.

Sphamandla,unathiandIleave.

Zoey

Itwasjustnowmeandkhanyi

Me:(iwascrying)khanyiIcan'tdothis,Idon't

evenknowwheretobegin,sisflorausuallydid

everythingforme,Idon'tevenknowhowtomake

myownbed,Iwanttogohome,Iwanttogohome

khanyi(khanyihuggsme)



Khanyi:clamdown,IwillhelpyouwhereIcan,

causegoinghomeisnotanoption,thekingwon't

letyou

Me:amsureBandilewantsmetogohometoo,I

wouldn'tcopewithmetoo

Khanyi:calm down,allthisstressisnotgoodfor

thebaby(icalmdown)amsureAuntyBellaisstill

aroundandsheisdoneatthemainhouse(she

callsauntyBellawithherphone)

AfterafewminutesauntyBellacame

Khanyi:pleaseAuntyBellahelpherfortodayonly

andcleanplease,Ipromisetopayyou.

AuntyBella:youknowIonlyworkatthemain

houseonly

Khanyi:pleasehelpher,please

AuntyBella:fine(shestartscleaning)

KhanyiandIgototheshopswewereshoppingfor

groceries,fromcreals,toiletpapers,toothpaste

younameit,halfofthethingsshewasbuyingI

didn'tknow,soIdidn'tknowwhattheywereused



for,wehadboughtanentirestoreamsurecause

bythetimeweweredone,wehadthreetrolleysfull,

wepackthegroceryinkhanyi'scar,wegethome

placethegroceryinthekitchen,whichwasnow

cleanthankstoAuntyBella,Iwastired,weplace

whatneedstobeplacedinthefridge,therest

khanyisaidwewilldotommorrow.

Khanyigoestoherhouse,afewminuteslater

Bandilecomesback

Bandile:atleastmyhouseisnowclean andthere

isgrocery,hegoestobedandIjustwatchtvuntill

Igettiredandigotobed,whataday.

[09/30,10:52] :Insert15

Bandile

ZoeyandIwerestillpeacefullysleeping,whenI

hearthedoorbellring,Ilookatthetimeanditwas

fourthirtyam,whothehellknocksonsomeone's

dooratfourthirtyam,thisbetterbeimportant,



causeamreadytokillsomeone,Igodownstairs

andopenthedoor,Ifindkhanyiholdingabasinfull

ofdirtydishes

Me:khanyiwhatthehellareyoudoinghere,by

thistime?andwhyareyouholdingdirtydishes?

Khanyi:relax,annothereforyou,amhereformy

student,doyouwantaslayqueenforawifeora

wifewhocancleananddoallthatshit?

Me:ooh,Ievenforgotaboutthatone,amsogoing

toenjoythisone,Iwillgoandwakeherup.

Igoandpulltheblanketshewascoveringherself

with

Me:getup,youareburningdaylight

Zoey:(shelooksatthetime)what?,it'snoteven

fiveam,whogetsupbeforesix?andamnot

goinganywhere,soforgetit

Me:khanyitookthetimetocomeandhelpyouout,

sheisupbythistime,theleastyoucandoistoget

upandgodownstairsandlearnyourwifelyduties

causeIsurehellwon'ttakeaslayqueenforawife.



Zoey:okay,okayamupnoneedtoinsultme.

Shegetsupandgodoherhygineprocesses,

loationsandgetdressed,onlyzoeycanslayjust

forgoingtoclean,anywayIdecidetomindmy

ownbusinessandIgobacktosleep,theplanwas

towakeupatsevensincemyfirstappointmentof

thedayisateightthirty,khanyiandzoeywere

downstairsdoingwhatevertheyweredoing,Iwas

wokenupbythisloudscreaming,Iquicklyrush

downstairs,Ifindzoeyinthelivingroomstanding

ontopofachair,khanyiwaslaughingherassoff

Me:whatisthisscreamingallabout?

Zoey:cockroach,thereisabigcockroachinthe

kitchen.

Me:mxm,myfriendwillyougetoffmydamnchair

andgobacktowhatyouweredoing,khanyiam

reallysorryaboutthis

Zoey:nowayamscaredofcockroaches,sokill

thedamncockroachfirst.

Me:mxm Idon'thavetimeforthis



Ipickherupandholdherbridalstyle,shewas

screamingherlungsoffcausesheknewIwas

takinghertothekitchen,wegettothekitchenand

Iplaceheronthefloor

Me:ifyouscreamonemoretime,youbetterhope

andpraythatthecockroachkillyoubeforeIdo,

amgoingtotakeashowersinceyouwokemeup

forthisnonsense,khanyipleasegobacktowhat

youwheredoing.

Igoandtakeashower,loationandgetdressed,I

wasstillearlysoIdecidetogotothemainhouseto

goandhavebreakfast,it'sagoodthingIusually

parkmycarnexttothemainhouse,Ileavekhanyi

andzoeytodowhatevertheyaredoing,Iwalkto

themainhouseandIfindmombusywithbreakfast,

auntyBellawashereyesterdaywhichmeanssheis

offuntillFriday,causesheworkstwodaysina

week

Mom:sonwhatareyoudoinghere?

Me:can'taguyjustmisshismomandcometosee

herwithoutgettingathousandquestions?



Mom:youmissme?,getoutofhere,Iknowyou

areherecauseyoumarriedacluelessslayqueen,

whodoesn'tevenknowhowtoboilwater,Itoldyou

tomarryThandodidn'ti,butnoyouhadtogo

marryaspoiledprincess,yessihletoldme

everything

Me:sihleshouldreallylearntomindherown

business(ijustgetup)

Mom:sonwhereareyougoing?

Me:amleavingmom,amnotinthemoodforitold

youso.

Mom:atleasthavebreakfastfirstson

Me:fineaslongaswedon'ttalkaboutThandoor

mywife

Mom:fine

Me:thankyou(Isitdown,nompumelelohadgone

outwithherfriends,dadhadanearlymeetingwith

theelders,soitwasjustmeandmom)thankyou

forthedeliciousbreakfastMom.

IkissheronthecheekandIleave.



Zoey

Ihadaverybusymorning,khanyitaughtmehowto

makemyownbedandhowtochangethesheets,

whentochangethem,howtoswitchthestoveon

andoff,howtodustthings,wehadevenpacked

yesterday'sgrocery,shetaughtmewheretoplace

everything,sheevenhelpedmemakea

sandwich,Ialsolearnedhowtodothedishes,I

wasabitscaredtoplacemynailsinthewater,

khanyijustdragsmyhandandplaceitinthewater,

Ireallyhadnocluehowtodothedishes,Ieven

brokeacoupleofkhanyi'sdishes,Ireallyfeltbad,

bythetimekhanyileaveitwas13:00pm,assoon

assheleaves,Itakemyphoneandcallmom,am

stillangryatdad,butIdoubtheevencares

Me:mom(Ijustbreakintotears)

Mom:zoeywhatiswrongbaby?

Me:momthisishard,Ijustcan'tmom,Iwantto

comebackhome,pleasemom



Mom:zoey,pleasestopcryingandtellmewhatis

thematter?

Me:mom,theydon'tevenhaveamaidmom,I

havetodoeverything.

Mom:zoeyyouhavetobeawoman,welcometo

theworldofmarriedwoman.

Me:Idon'twanttobemarriedanymore,Ieven

brokemynail.

Mom:zoeybaby,comminghomeisnotanoption,

solearntodothingsforyourself,thereisnosis

floratodoeverythingforyouovertheresogrowup

andlearn,justtellmewhenyoucometovisitandi

willletsisflorateachyouacoupleoftricks

Me:thankyoumom,bye(Ihangup)

Ihavetofindawaytoletdadallowmetocome

backhome,Iseriouslyhaveto,Iwasstillinmy

ownthoughtswhenIhearthedoorbellring,Igoto

openthedoor,itwaskhanyi,shehadbroughtme

andBandilefoodshehadcooked

Me:thankyoukhanyi,Idon'tknowwhatIwoulddo



withoutyou

Khanyi:yourwelcomedear

thedoorbellringsagain,thistimeitwas

minnehle,Iplacethefoodkhanyihadbroughtin

thefridge,minnehlewassentbyqueenmotherto

invitemeandtherestofladiesandourhusband's

forlunchtommorrowatthemainhouse.

Weendupwatchingtvfortherestoftheday,

khanyiandMinnieleave,Bandilecomeshome

Me:youarehomeearlytoday

hejustignoredmeandhegoesupstairstotakea

shower,hecomesback,Idishupforthetwoofus,

Ididn'tknowhowtousethemicrowave,soIask

himtowarmthefoodup,hedoes,weeatin

completesilence,hegoesupstairsandhesleeps

immediately,Idecidetowashthedishesandthen

igotakeashowerandIthenjoinBandileinbed,

youthinkafteradayofhardlabour,hewouldlet

merestbutnothesonofabitchwantedtohave

sex,wehavesex,whenwewerebusyhavingsex,

hisphonerings,heignoresittilIwearedone,he



looksatthecalleridandheignorestheperson,it

mustbeoneofhisbitches.

[09/30,10:53] :Insert16

Thando

TodayqueenmotherakaMrsDlaminihadinvited

meforlunchwithhersonsandtheirwives,Ican't

wait,Iwakeup,makemybed,goanddomy

hygineprocesses,lotion ,getdressed,Iputmy

makeuponandthenstylemybraids,Iputonmy

glasses(theywereauniquedesign,theywere

almostlikenerdies),ImustsayIreallylookedcute,

Igotomykitchen,Ilivedinmyownapartment,

momanddadareloadedplusamaCEOatoneof

myfather'scompaniessoIcanaffordtohavemy

ownapartment,myapartmenthadthree

bedrooms,bathroom,kitchenandalivingarea,I

makemyselfsomebreakfast,afterhaving

breakfast,IwashmydishesandIwasoutthedoor,

Igetintomycarandimakemywaytotheroyal



house,Igetthere,Iparkmycarnexttomainhouse

,Bandilehadalsoparkedthere,Igoandknockat

themainhouse,nompumeleloopensthedoorfor

me,sheleadsmetothelivingroom,thekingwas

alsothere,soIbowandIthenIturntogreethim

Me:myking

KingDlamini:helloThando,howareyoudoing

mychild?

Me:amgoodmyking

KingDlamini:andwhatareyoudoingherethis

earlyinthemorning?

Me:wellqueenmotherinvitedmeforlunchthis

afternoon,withhersonsanddaughterinlaws,soI

wantedtoseeifsheneedsmyhelp(queenmother

walksin)

MrsDlamini:wellthatisgoodandthoughtfulof

you,Iwishoneofmyson'shadMarriedyou,none

ofmydaughterinlawsisathoughtfulasyouare

andthatonetheycallzoey,isactuallyworse,we

aregoingtohavesomebreakfast,areyougoing

tojoinus?



Me:nothankyouqueenmother,Iwilljoinyou

whenyoustartcooking

Queenmotherandthekingwenttothekitchento

havesomebreakfast,mpumiecomesdownstairs

Me:mpumieareyougoingtobejoiningusfor

lunch?

Nomphumelelo:notthatitisanyofyourbusiness

butno,Iwon't

Me:mphumieIwasjusttryingtomakeconvesation

thereisnoneedtobeabsolutelyrude.

Nomphumelelo:amsorry,amjustinabadmood

don'tmindme(andshewasoutthedoor,theking

alsoleftafewminuteslater)

Soitwasjustmeandqueenmotherinthekitchen,

wewerehavingsomuchfuncooking

MrsDlamini:amreallyenjoyingthis,youarea

careerdrivenwoman,abeautifuloneatthat

matter,youcandohouseholdchoresandyouare

anamazingcook,Itrulywishmysonmarriesyou

Me:butmaBandileismarriedtozoey



MrsDlamini:pleasedon'ttellmeaboutthatone.all

thatoneknowsistoshopforclothes,doingnails,

makeupandweaves,cookingshecannot,

cleaningshecannotamsuremysonwillstarveto

death

Me:ma,amsuresheisnotthatbadhau(igiggle

alittle)

MrsDlamini:sheis,sihletoldme,shecannotdoa

simplethingasswitchingonastove(ilaugh)

Me:ma,amsuresihleisexaggerating,shecan't

bethatbad.

MrsDlamini:nosheisnot,apparentlyunathi

askedifshecanevenboilwaterandshesays"i

canboilwaterIjustdon'tknowhowtoswitchona

stove"(ifindmyselflaughing)

Me:yooh,Ireallydon'twishtobeBandileright

now.

Wewerebusyplacingthefoodonthetableand

talkingwhensihlewalksin,shehuggsmeand

queenmother,sihleandIdothedisheswewere

busylaughing,beforeIknowit,weweredone,we



goandjoinqueenmotheroutside,wewerejust

sittingandenjoyingwine,whilewewaitfortherest

ofthepeopletoarraiveexceptthekinghealso

won'tbejoiningus.

Zoey

Iwokeupsuperearlyaround4:30am,Bandilewas

stillsleeping,Igodomyhygineprocesses,lotion

andgetdressed,Ihearthedoorbellringataround

fiveam,Igotothedoorandtheforevercheerful

khanyiwasjuststandingatthedoorwiththishuge

smileonherface,todayshewastrainingmeinthe

kitchen,wewon'tdoalottodaycausewehaveto

gotothemainhouseforlunch,Iwasbusylearning

howtouseamicrowave,whenBandilecomes

downstairs,Imustsayhelookedfine,hegreets

usandhewasoutthedoor,apparentlyhehadan

earlymeetingbuthewillbebackforlunch,iwas

learninghowtomopfloorstoday,eewhowanyone

touchesthatdirtywaterIdon'tknow,wescrubthe



kitchencounters,weweredoneinthekitchen,Igo

andmakethebedunderkhanyi'swatchfuleyes,

khanyileavestogoandgetreadyforlunch,Ialso

getready,mynailswereamess,Iwaskindaof

upset,aftergettingready,Iputonmymakeupand

my32inchpevulianweaveandIwasoutthedoor,

Iwalktothemainhouse,ourhousewastheone

mostclosertothemainhouse,IgetthereandI

findeveryonethereandIwassuperannoyedwhen

IseeThando,anywayIsitdownandrelax

MrsDlamini:nowthateveryoneishere,zoeycan

youpleaseblessthefoodforus

Iwantedtochokebutluckilyformemomtaughtme

aprayertosaywheneatingfoodeverytime

Me:letuscloseoureyes(weallcloseoureyes)

withthanksgivingandfreespirit,LordIblessand

receivethisfoodinJesusname,Amen(theyall

sayAmen)

MrsDlamini:atleastyoucanpray,nowlet'seat

thefoodThandoandImade,Thandoisso

thoughtfulshetookthetimeoutofherbusy



scheduletocomeandhelpmecook,zoeydearyou

canlearnathingortwofromThando

Sphamandle:momthatisbelowthebelt

Thando:soBandileareyouenjoyingthefood?

Bandile:yesIam,Ialwaysenjoymymom's

cooking

Thando:pityyoudon'thaveawifewhocancook

likeher.

Me:excuseme?

Thando:comeonzoeweallknowyoucan'tcook,

it'snothingyoushouldbeashamedof.

Me:whatisthisdipsticksaying?(astuipid

annoyingperson)

Sihle:shotsfired,shotsfired

Thando:ngincelaukhulumenamingesizulu

(pleasespeaktoinZulu)andbythewayialso

wenttoschoolsoIlearnedafewwordsspastic

(someonewhoisnotgoodatdoingphysicalthings

orwhoisconsideredstupid)



Me:(iwasnowpissed)whateverDomkop(idiot

/dumbhead)

Bandile:willyoutwostopit,thisisgetting

annoying.

Thando:tellthattothisisikhuluesincane(littlefool

)

Me:whatisshesaying?

Sihle:(shelaughs)oh,youdon'tunderstand

zulu,don'tworryIcantranslate,shejustcalled

youalittlefool.(shelaughsagain,whilesipping

herwine)

Unathi:waitforit,waitforit

MrsDlamini:canwejuststopandenjoythefood.

Bandile:Isecondthat

Sphamandla:metoo,Ithinkwehavehadenough

dramafoeoneday.

Sihle:atleastit'snolongerboringaroundthetable,

amactuallyenjoyingthis,asIwaitforzoeywithher

comeback.



Khanyi:stopitsihle.

Sihle:don'tyoustartwithmekhanyi,nottoday

Satan.

Me:Idon'thavetimefordwankieoverthere(iwas

pointingatThando)sihlesinceyouwon'tbeableto

translatefanakalolanguageletmedothehonours,

dwankiereferstosomeoneorsomethingthatis

lameorstuipid,uncoolorundesirable.

Sihle:ouch,asiwaitforacomeback

Thando:thisismycupofcare.ohlook,it'sempty

(sherollshereyes)

Me:keeprollingyourbrainsmaybe,you'llfinda

brainbackthere.(unathi,sihle,Minnie,

sphamandlaandkhanyialllaugh)

Thando:atleastIcancookandclean,canyou?

Me:wellIdidn'tgotoschooltolearnhowtoclean

andmopfloors

Thando:wellyoushouldgotoschooltolearnhow

todothatandfastbelievemeitisveryimportant

youdo.



Me:whateverdomkop

Bandile:enoughyoutwo,stopitnow

Halookedpissedandhebangedthetable,wekeep

quietandwehavelunchincompletesilence,after

lunchMinnie,khanyiandIwashthedishes,

Bandilegoesout,onlyGodknowstowhere,so

khanyi,Minneandigotoourhouseandwechill

therefortherestoftheday.

[09/30,10:54] :Insert17

Bandile

AfterthatdisasterofalunchIdecidedtogoand

hangoutwithsanele,kwaneleandLanga,wehave

drinksforthemostpartofthenight,thenwego

andsleepinmyroomattheclub,iwakeupsuper

early,Ihadtogoandtakezoeyforherscan,Iwas

kindaofgettingusedtotheideaofhavingmyown

baby,Igotothegymnearmyclubfirst,thenafter

aboutanhour,Igoback,takeashower,Itellmy



friendstolockupandhandthekeystothecleaning

lady,IgethomeandIfindzoeyreadytogoforher

appointment,shewasbusyeatingcereal,soIjust

waitforher,shewasnowalmostthreemonths

pregnant,shegoesandtakeherbagandwewere

outthedoor,wegettoherdoctor,shedoesascan

andshesayseverythingisabsolutelyfine,she

evenhandsuseachacopyofthescan,Iwasnow

reallyexcitedaboutthebabywewereabouttohave

,IjustwishIwasn'tmarriedthough,wegoto

steerstogetsomefoodsincewedidn'thave

breakfast

Zoey:Iknowhavingababyandwifewasn'tpartof

theplanandthankyoufortakingresponsibility

Me:but?

Zoey:canyouatleasthaveenoughrespectforme

nottocomebackinthemorning.

Me:fine,Iwon'tcomebackinthemorning,what

else?

Zoey:nothing,thatisallIaskofyou

Bandile:Iwasnotfuckinghoes,ifthatiswhatyou



arethinking,iwasjusthavingdrinkswithmy

friends

Zoey:yourfriendsarenotmarried,theydidn't

leavetheirpregnantwivesathome,sotheycanget

topartyallnight.

Me:youseewhyIdidn'twanttogetmarried?,you

womenaretoocontrolling,likeIsaidIwaswith,

sanele,kwaneleandLanga

Zoey:letmejustkeepquietcauseclearlythis

conversationisnotgoinganywhereandifyouare

goingtosleepoutsideatleastmakesuream with

someone,ampregnantforGod'ssakewhatif

somethinggoeswrong?

Me:likeIsaidyourcomplainthasbeennoted,Iwill

nolongersleepattheclub.

Wefinisheatingbreakfastandwegohome,Idrop

heroffandIgotowork,thismarriedlifeisjusttoo

muchforme,Imissmysingledays.

Thando



IknowthatbabyistheonlythingholdingBandile

andzoey'smarriagetogether,sothatchildhasgot

togo,Icallafriendofmineatthehospital,she

wasanurseandIknowshecanhelpmeout

Me:friendcanyoupleasehelpmeout,Ihavea

seriousproblem,IneedahugefavourandIwillpay

youwellandverywell

Myfriend:shoot

Me:canyoupleasehelpmeoutwithabortionpills?

Myfriend:whatthehelldoyouwanttodowith

abortionpills?

Me:youasktoomanyquestions,thelessyou

knowthebetter

Myfriend:fine

Me:IwilltransferR20000intoyouraccountina

fewminutes

Myfriend:(shescreams)areyouserious?



Me:yes,youwillbedoingmeahugefavour,soI

mightaswellgiveyouthemoney,Iwillcomeand

pickthemupinafewminutes

Myfriend:noproblemtheywillbeready.(Ihang

up)

ItransfermoneyintoheraccountandImakewayto

thehospital,Icallhernumber,shecomesand

givesmethepills,Icarefullyplacetheminmybag,

comeSundaythatbabywillbehistory,myheart

wasjustjumpingupanddownwithjoy,Icall

queenmotherandaskherifIcancomeandvisit

heronSunday(iknowshealwayshaslunchon

Sundayswithherentirefamily),thekingmightbe

theresoamgoingtohavetobehavefortheentire

lunch.

Zoey

Theweekwasgoingbyfast,Iwasnowbeginning

togetusedtomynewreality,Icouldnowmop

floors,dustfurniture,switchthestoveonandoff,



Icouldmakemyownbed,washthedishes,makea

simplesandwitchandIcouldnowuseamicrowave,

itwasn'talotandIknowIstillhavealongwayto

gobutatleastIwastrying,khanyisayswewilldo

laundrynextweek(ireallywasn'tlookingfowardto

that).beforeIknowititwasSunday,Iwokeup

early,Ididmyhygineprocess,lotionandgot

dressed,Iwearmyweave,whichremindedmei

havetogoandgetmyhairdone,mynailswerea

mess,Ialsoneedtogetthemdone,Iwillaskfor

moneyfrom Anthony,whichremindedme,I

haven'tspokentohiminawhile,Ireallymisshim

xem ,IwasnowstarvingsoIgodownstairsItake

musileandtheplainyoghutIhad,Iwasseriously

cravingforthat,Ieat,Bandilewasstillsleeping,I

washmydishanddecidetowatchtv,Iwas

watchingtherealhouwivesofAtlana,Iwasreally

enjoyingtheshow,whenBandilecamedown

stairs,hehadnottakenashower,hepours

himselfsomejuiceandcomeandsitbesidesme

Bandile:whatareyouwatching,alliseeisjusta

bunchofwomenshoutingateachother



Me:amwatchingtherealhousewivesofAtlanta

Bandile:butIdon'tseeanyofthemcleaning,

whichahousewifeissupposetodo.

Me:notthisones,theyarebusinesswomenand

theirhusband'sareloadedandtheycanafforda

maid.

Bandile:thatwon'tworkwithme,getloadedwith

moneyfirstandthenwecantalk.

Me:mxm BandileDlamini,thewayyouareStingy

withmoneyambeginningtothinkyouarebroke.

Bandile:believeme,brokeisthelastwordonmy

vocablury,letmegoandtakeashower

Me:pleasedoandpleasebrushyourteethwhileat

it(ilaugh)

Bandile:mxm(ilaughathimagain)

Bandilegoesupstairs,IdecidetocallAnthony,I

mightaswelldoit

Me:bigbro,myfavouritebrotherofallthe

brothersIhave



Anthony:whatdoyouwant?andthelasttimei

checkedIwasyouronlybrotherandsibling.

Me:oopsamibad,ithoughtmomanddadhad

otherchildren,Ijustmissyoubro,weshouldhave

lunchtommorrowatwimpy.

Anthony:areyousureit'sonlyaboutyoumissing

Me?

Me:okay,okayyougotme,Ineedmoney.

Anthony:soyoudon'twanttohavelunchwithme?

,Ikindmissyou,youdumbhead

Me:ouch,Imissyoutoo,don'tgetmewrongwe

arestillonforlunch.

Anthony:okayfinewithme.

Meseeyoutommorrowdummie

Anthony:surething,it'sadate

Me:it'sadate(Bandilewascommingdownstairs

andhelookedpissedIhangup)

Bandile:don'thanguponmyaccount,continue

withyourdates



Me:whatareyoutalkingaboutthatwasjustmy

brotherAnthony.

Bandile:ifyousayso

Me:what'sthatsupposetomean?,doyouwant

metocallhimsoyoucanbesure?

Bandile:no,let'sjustgotothemainhouse

Wewalktothemainhouse,wegetthereand

Thandowasthere,shewaswithqueenmotherin

thekitchen,thekingwasbusyreadinghis

newspaper,wegoandgreethim,wesitdowna

fewminuteslater,themaidbringsdrinks,itwas

wineforBandileandthekingandjuiceforme,I

wasreallyenjoyingthekingscompany,hereally

wasapleasantpersontobearound,Bandilemust

gethisdramafromthequeen,sooneveryonewas

arraives,wesitdown,forsomereasontoday

Thandowasrelaxedandshewasn'tcausingany

drama,evensihlewasbehaving,maybeit's

becausethekingIsaround,wefinishhavinglunch,

Minnieandkhanyivolunteertodothedishes,this

tworeallyenjoydoingchores,Bandilesaidhewas



goingtocheckonhisbusinesses,soIlethimbe,it

wasaroundsixpm,forsomereasoniwastired

andiwantedtosleep,Istartfeelingpains,they

werereallygettingworseandworse,InoticeIwas

bleeding,Iwasnowreallyscared,Itakemyphone

andicallBandile,hisphonejustringsandrings,I

wasnowinpainandscared,Iwascrying,khanyi,

yeskhanyishewouldknowwhattodo.Idial

khanyi'snumber

Me:khanyihelp,help

Khanyi:zoey,what'swrong?

Me:notimetoexplain,justhurry

khanyi,sphamandlaandnathicomerushing,

sphamandlapicksmeupandrushedwithmeto

thecar,onlyunathiandsphamandlawentwithme

tothehospital.

[09/30,10:54] :Insert18

Bandile



Iwasbusypartyingupastorm,Iwaswithsanele,

Lungaandkwanele,zoeyjustkeptcallingme,I

wonderwhatthisdramaqueenwants,she

probablysawacockroachandsheistooscaredto

gotothekitchen,afteraboutthirtyminutesofher

callingunathicalls,IdecidedIwillgotohimwhen

Igohome,afterafewminutesofunathicalling,

siphamandlacalls,whatthehellisgoing?,Iwas

nowuneasy,Idecidedtogotoaquietspotandcall

siphamandlaback,Itakemyphoneandcall

siphamandlaback

Me:siphamandlaaremomanddadokay?

Siphamandla:it'szoey(Ididn'tletmefinish)

Me:tellherIwon'tcomebackinthemorning,

infactamonmywayhome.

Siphamandla:willyoushutthefuckupandlisten

justthisonetimeinyourlife,zoeyisinthehospital

andit'sreallybad

Me:(iswearibecamesoberinstantly)what

happened?,whichhospitalissheat?,whatis

goingon?



Siphamandla:onequestionatatime,sheisat

netcare,idontcarewhatyouaredoing,justget

yourasshereman,likeIsaiditsreallybad.(he

hangsup)

Iwasinnostatetodrive,soIrequestedforanuber

,Ikepttellingthedrivertodrivefast.

Igettheresiphamandlaandunathiwerewaitingin

thewaitingarea

Me:whatisgoingonsiphamandla?

Unathi:wedon'tknowman,itisstillawaiting

game.

Isatnexttothem,inmymindIkeptthinkingplease

letthembeokay,letthembeokay,afteranhour

thedoctorcametous

Me:howsheis?,isthebabyfine?

Doctor:pleasegivemeachancetototalk,sheis

fine,butitwastoolatewecouldn'tsavethebaby

mylegsfailedme,Iwasonthefloorsittingonmy

butt,crying,Idon'tcrybutIcouldn'thandlethis

pain,thedoctorwasstillexplaining,butIcouldn't



hearwhathewassaying(siphamandlagrabsmy

handandhelpsmeup)iknowIdidntwantthis

babyatfirst,butIwasbeginningtousedtothe

ideaofbeingadad,siphamandlaandunathigo

home,Igotozoeysroom,shewassleeping,she

lookedsopeaceful,IwishIwasthereoratleast

havenotignoredyourcalls,Istaybyherbedside

allnight,itwasnowmorning,mom,dad,Minne,

khanyi,sihle,mpumie,siphamandla,unathi,

zoey'sparents,herbrotherAnthonyallcame,we

wereallinthewaitingarea,thenursecameto

notifyuszoeyisawake,Iaskedtogoinfirst,soI

canbreakthenewstoher,itwastheleastIcould

do.

Zoey

Iwokeupinthisunfamiliarroom,Iwasabit

confusedatfirst,butthenmymemorycameback

flooding,mybaby,mybaby,Iwasstillwondering

whenBandilecomesin



Me:Bandileismybabyfine?

Bandile:.....

Me:Bandileamtalkingtoyou,ismybabyfine?

(hestartscrying)

Ijustknewinthatmomentmybabydidn'tsurvive,

ibegantocryhysterically,Bandilecomesandtry

togivemeahugg,Igivehimaslap,amsurehe

wasseeingstars

Me:wherethefuck,whereyoulastnight?,my

childwasdyingandyouwerebusyfuckinghoes.

Ihithimoverandoveronhischest,IuntillI

couldn't,hehuggsmeandijustcry,infactwewere

bothcrying.

Me:IwantmychildBandile,Iwantmychild(Every

onewalksin,theyallkeptgivingmethatpitylooks,

agghIhatethoselooks,momcomesandhuggs

me

Mom:mypoorbaby,itwillbefine.

Me:noitwon'tbemom,mybabyisgonemom,

thebabywastheonlythingholdingmymarriageto



Bandiletogether,hewantstobeafuckboy?,heis

freetodothatIwantadivorce

MrDlamini:youandBandilearemarriedandthatis

that,nooneisdivorcinganyone,youbothtook

vowelsforbetterorforworse,thisisyourworse,

soyouhavetosticktogether.

Dad:amsureyouandBandilewillbefine,allthis

painistemporary,itshallpass.

MrsDlamini:youcan'tforcethem tostayina

marriage,iftheyarebothmiserable,itmakesno

sense.

MrDlamini:maDlaminithistwoaregoingtostay

marriedandthatisthat.

Dad:Isecondthat.

MrsDlamini:theonlyreasontheygotmarriedisa

babyandthatbabyisnomore,sowhyletthem

suffer?

Dad:canwejustchangethetopic,amseriously

gettingtiredofthisbackandforth.

MrDlamini:finewithme



Me:dadcanIatleastcomehomemaybefora

month?,Iwanttodecideonwhattodo,ijustwant

tohealfirst.

MrDalmini:finewewillgiveyouthat,butonlya

monthandnotadaymore.

Me:thankyou(theyallleave)

ItakemyphoneandIdialLethabo'snumber

Lethabo:hellotoyoutoostranger.

Me:mxm ,fineIdeservethat

Lethabo:sohowismarriedlifeandthelittleone?

(Icry)babe,whatiswrong?

Me:(iwasstillcrying)mybabydidn'tmakeit,I

hadamiscarriagelastnightLethabo

Lethabo:what?,amreallysorryfriend,canI

comeandseeyou?.

Me:notnowaminnostateormoodtoseeanyone.

Lethabo:Iunderstandbabe,amaphonecall

awayifyouneedanything

Me:thankyouLethabo,Ihavetogo(Ihangup)



Bandilewalksin,Iturnaroundandfacethewall.

Bandile:zoeyamreallysorry,Ididn'tonlyletyou

downbutIfailedourchildaswell.

Me:youwantedtobeafuckboy,apartyanimal,

wellyouarefreetodothatnow,leavemetomourn

mybabyinpeace.

Bandile:zoeyyouarenotbeingfair,amalso

hurtingIlostachildtoo

Me:whatchild?,youmeantheoneyouwanted

metoabort,mybabyprobablyfeltrejectedand

thatiswhyshedecidedtoleaveme.

Icried,Bandilehuggedme,hestaysforabout

thirtyminutesandhegoesbackhome,iwas

literallyshattered,iwasdrainedbothemotionally

andphysically.

Thando

LastnightIwenthomeandIsleptlikeababy,I

knowthereisnowaythebabywillsurvive,Ialready



hadabottleofbubblyonicetocelebrate,Iwas

busymakinglunchwhenIgetthecalliwaswaiting

forfinallycomes

Me:queenmother,doyouneedmyhelpwith

anything?(Ihadtoplaydumb)

MrsDlamini:nodear,Ijustwantedtotellyouzoey

lostherbaby,nowthisisyourtimetomakeamove

Me:Iwillqueenmother,aren'ttheydivorcing?

MrsDlamini:nonotyet,sobecarefulwhenyou

makeyourmove,sothekingdoesn'thearaboutit,

causehewillbefuriouswithyou

Me:thankyouforthetipqueenmother.(She

hangsup)

Timetoletoutthebubblyoutontheiceand

celebrate,roundoneThando:1zoey:0

ClevermoveThandoandonesuspectsathingnot

eventhatidiotzoey,Ipourmyselfsomebubblyand

icelebrate.

[09/30,10:54] :Insert19



Bandile

Zoeywasbeingdischargedtoday,shetoldmenot

tobothertoevencomeandpickherupcauseher

motherwillcomeandpickherup,Iwokeup,did

myhygineprocesses,lotion,gotdressed,Iwent

totheoneappointmentwithaveryimportantclient

,Icouldn'tgetoutof,afterthemeetingIgo

straighttotheclub,Igotomyroomandsleep,I

wakeupataround13:00pm,washmyface,order

somepizza,thepizzagetsdelivered,Ieat,Ithen

godownstairs,Ilookatthefinancialbooks,

everythingseemedingoodorder,Iopenmywallet

andmybaby'sscanfallsout.,Ipickitup,lookatit

andplaceitbackinmywallet,Icallzoeybutshe

doesn'tanswerherphone,youknowwhatamdone

runningafterher,shejustdoesn'tcare,Iorder

someboozeandIstartdrinking,Iwasjustordering

tequilashotsaftershots,Iwasnowobviously

drunk,butIstillwantedsomemorebooze,maybe

itwillhelpmeforgetaboutthebabyIlost,iwasin



painbutthealcoholseemstobedoingagoodjob

ofnumbingthepain,Idecidetocallzoeyagain,

shefinallypicksup

Zoey:BandileDlaminiwhatdoyouwant?

Me:Iwanttodivorceyourass,findawomanwho

cancook,cleananddoallthatshitandtheniwill

wifeherandhavebeautifulkidswithher.

Sort:Bandileareyoulisteningtoyourselfnow?,

didyoucallmejusttoinsultme?,waitaminute

Bandileareyoudrunk?.

Me:(ilaugh)alittle,amcelebrating divorcing

you.

Zoey:Bandilewhereareyou?

Me:amatclub0199

Zoey:Iwillaskkhanyitocomeandpickyouup,

beforeyoudosomethingstuipd.

Me:amabigboyzoeyDlamini,Icantakecareof

myself,Idon'tneedyouorkhanyioranybody,you

canallgotohell,likeeuphoniksaid#nonke,inow

finallyunderstandhowhefelt,bye(Ihangupthe



phone)

Irequestedformorealcohol,thebartenderrefused

togivemethealcohol

Me:youdoknowthatamyourbossandIcanfire

youright?,infactyouarefired,fired.

Bartender:Iwillgetyousomecoffeesir.

Me:forgetcoffeeamcelebratingbeingsingle

again,infactletmecallmylawyertosendwifeythe

divorcepaper,groundsfordivorceshecan'tcook

.(Ilaugh)

Iwasstilltalkingtothebartenderwhen,Thando

showsup

Thando :bartenderthankyouforcallingme,Iwill

takeitfromhere,come,comeonlet'sgotoyour

room

Me:thankyouThando,atleastyoucancookam

goingtowifeyou.

Thando:stopsayingthingsyouwillregretwhen

sober.

Shetakesmetomyroom,Iwasnowhornyand



weendedupfucking,Idon'tevenrememberhowI

slept.

Thando

Iwokeup,orderedsomefood,thankGodBandile

alwayskeepextrabathtowelsandteethbrushes,I

gotohisbathroomandtakeashower,brushmy

teeth,loationandrapmyselfinatowel,Igoand

wakehimup,heseemedshockedtoseeme

Bandile:Thandowhendidyougethere?anddid

wefuck?

Me:yooh,yeswedeed,afteryoutoldmeyouwill

sendzoeydivorcepapersandwifeme.

Bandile:Iclearlydon'tremember,Iwastoodrunk

Me:don'tworryIshouldhaveknownbetter,you

weredrunk.

Bandile:thankyouforunderstanding

Me:it'sokay(Iwon'tlieitstinged)



Hegoesintohisbathroom ,hewasbusytakinga

shower,Ihearaknockonthedoor,Ithoughtitwas

thefoodIhadordered,mindyouIwasstill

wrappedupinatowel,IopenthedoorandIwas

shockedtoseezoey

Me:zoey?

Zoey:IseeBandilehasmovedonalready,canyou

pleaserespectmeenoughtoletmesignthe

divorcepapersandalsowaitfortheinktodryon

thosepapers.

Me:amsorry,thiswasallamistake,thebartender

calledtoletmeknowBandilewasoutofcontrol,he

wasdrunkweendeduphere,amtrulysorry(my

heartwasdoingthehappydance)

Bandilecomesoutoftheshower,hewasshocked

toseezoey

Bandile:zoey,whatareyoudoinghere?

BeforeIcouldhearheranswer,Igotothe

bathroomandwearmyclothesandthencomeout

Zoey:Iwasworriedaboutyouafteryoucalledlast



night,butclearlyyouarefine.

Ileave,asiwasleavingthefoodgetsdeliveredI

takethefood,IpayandIleave,Icallsanele ,I

wasreallyupset,Ifeltusedandcheap,sanelewas

hotbuthewasnotBandile

Igethomeandhewaswaitingforme,Ireally

neededsomeonetotalkto,wewerebusytalking

anddrinkingwine,thenextthingIknowwewere

havingsex,hewasn'tthatbadinbetweenthe

sheets,afterheleavesandigotakeashower,i

wearadressteeandpourmyselfaglassofwine,I

feltsocheapanddirty,Imeanwhosleepswithtwo

friendsinsuchashortspaceoftime.

Zoey

Iwasdischargedfromthehospital,itoldBandile

nottopickmeup,causemomwillpickmeupand

truetoherword,momcameandpickedmeup,we

gethome,Ijustlockmyselfinmyroom,Ijust

wantedtobealoneandIwantedsomepeaceand



queit,imustadmit,itreallyfeltgoodtobehome,

eventhoughitwasunderpainfulcircumstances,

Bandilejustkeptcallingmeandifinallyanswerout

ofannoyanceandhesoundedreallydrunk,I

wantedtocallkhanyi,buthesaidhecantakecare

ofhimself,soilethimbe,butIwasreallyworried

abouthim,Iprayedhedoesn'tdoanythingdumb,I

wakeupsuperearly,domyhygineprocesses,

lotionandgetdressed,applyVaselineonmylips,

zeromakeup,sisflowasearlytoo,shehadcome

tomakemybed,butIstoppedher.

Me:sisflothereisabsolutelynoneedtomakemy

bedforme,Icandothatmyself

(icouldseeshewasshocked)

What?,itisjustmakingabedisnotexactlyrocket

science,isitsisflo?

Sisflora:noit'snot(sheleaves)

Imakemybedandigodownstairs,mom,dadand

Anthonyhadleftalready,soitwasjustmeandsis

flo,iwarmmyfoodandIstarttoeat.

Sisflo:youareeattingalready?,Iwascommingto



warmthefoodforyou.

Me:don'tworryihavewarmedthefoodalready,I

knowhowtouseamicrowavenow

Sisfloclapsherhandsandsheleaves.

IfinisheattingandIwashmyplateandglassand

placethemwheretheyaresupposedtobe

Sisflora:givemeyourplateandglassiwantwash

them.

Me:thereisnoneedsisflo,Ihavedonethat

already

Sisflora:(sheholdsmyforehead)whoareyou

andwhathaveyoudonetomynana?

Me:wellsisflonanagrewup,marriagewillforce

youtodothat.

Sisflora:trulymiraclesdohappen.

Me:Amensisflo,Amen(ilaugh)

Idecidedtogotoclub0199tocheckonBandile,I

knowthereisnowayhewenthome,inthestatehe

wasinlastnight,IgetthereIgostraighttohis



room,Iknock,Thandoopensthedoorwrappedin

atowel,Iwasshocked,Idon'tevenknowwhy,

causeIknow,ThandobeingThando,shecouldn't

waittogetherclawsonhim,shetellsmehow

sorrysheisbluh,bluhIjustchoosetoignorewhat

shewassaying,causeiknowshewasn'ttruly

remorseful,Bandilecomesoutoftheshower,ha

wasshockedtosee,Thandogetsdressedand

leavemeandBandiletotalk

Bandile:zoeyamsorryaboutthis

Me:Ijustcametoseeifyouarefine,afterlast

night,clearlyyouarefine,sosendthosedivorce

paperstomyfathershouse,youknowtheaddress.

Bandile:zoeypleasedon'tbelikethat.

Me:ammourningthelossofmychild,soammore

heartbrokenaboutthatthanaboutwhoyouare

fucking.

Bandile:zoeypleasedon'tdon'tlikethat

Me:Iwillbewaitingforthosedivorcepapers

IleaveandIgostraighthome,Igotomyroomand



myselfin,momcomesandknock,Ijustignoreher

andcrymyeyeballsout.

[09/30,10:54] :Insert20

Zoey

Todaywasfriday,Ihavebeenathomefortwo

weeksnow,Iwasslowlybutsurelycominginto

termswiththelossofmybaby,Ispentmostofmy

timewithsisflo,shewasteachingmesimple

thingslike,howtoboileggs,howtomakemash

andspaghetti,howtomakeafruitsaladanda

greensalad,Iwasnotreallyenjoyingit,butImay

havetobacktotheDlaminihouseholdandweall

knowhowitisoverthere,itwasn'tmuch,but

atleastIwaslearning,todaymomhadgivensisflo

thedayoff,IdecidetocallAnthony,hedoesn't

answer,Iwatchtv,momcomeshomearoundsix

,shegoesstraighttobed,IcallLethabo

Me:heymama



Lethabo:suremama,what'sup?

Me:amseriouslybored,wanttohangoutatthe

club?

Lethabo:youknowamalwaysupforapartygirl

Me:Iwillpickyouup

Lethabo:suremama

Igoandtakeashower,lotionandgetdressed,

nothingmuchjustablackskinnyjeanandawhite

T-shirtwritten"ungenaphi"andsomevans,put

onmymakeupandleavemycurlyhair,Ihad

plentyofhair,Iwassuddenlysadcausetheyare

goingtocutmyhairoff,apparentlytheremustbe

somecleansingceremony,Ireallydidn'tknowwhy

theyweredoingthis,it'snotlikeitwillbringmy

babyback,IgotoAnthony'sroom,todayhewas

usinghispoloTSI,damn,Idecidetosteal,the

keystohisjeep,momwassleeping,dadand

Anthonywerenotyetback,soitwasperfect,Igo

andpickLethaboup

Lethabo:isAnthonydyingorsomething?



Me:noLethabo,unlessyouknowsomethingI

don't.

Lethabo:Iknowhewouldonlygiveyouhispolobut

notthejeepgirl,Iknowhewillkillyou.

Me:oohthat,heisusingthepolotoday,sohe

borrowedMehisjeep

Lethabo:really?Haah,Ifindthathardtobelieve.

Me:heborrowedMehiscargirl,hejustdoesn't

knowityet

Lethaboclapsherhands,wegettoclub0199,I

wasdrinkingcocktails,Lethabowasbusywith

tequilashots,wewerehavingfun,Ihadforgotten

howfunclubbingcanbe,Iwasbusyonthedance

floor,Iwastipsybutnotthattipsy,whenthisguy

comesandapproachMe

Guy:hey,amPaul

Me:heyPaul,ammeloakazoey

Paul:wellnicetomeetyouzoey,doyoumindifI

buyyouadrink?(hewasshoutinghislungsout

duetoloudmusic)



Me:surewhynot.

Wegoandgetatable(hegoesandordersmea

cocktailandhecomesback)thankyou

Paul:canigetyourtens

Me:surewhynot(iaskforhisnumberhegivesit

tomeanditexthimmynumber)

Paul:areyousingle?

Me:amactuallymarried,butsoontobedivorced.

BeforePaulcouldanswerme,thishugebouncer

guycomestomeandPaul

Bouncerguy:sorrymissbuttheowneroftheclub

wouldliketoseeyou.

Me:hecanwaitamstilltalkingtoPaul.

Bouncerguy:(helooksathisphone)mamhe

sayshewon'ttakenoforananswer.

Me:tellhimtogofuckhimself,whoeverheis.

Bouncerguy,helooksathisphoneandheplacesit

inhispocket.Hepicksmeup,andplacesmeon

hisshoulder,Iwasbusyhittinghimandtellinghim



toletgoofme,butitwaslikeIwashittingadamn

wall,Iwasstillshoutingwheninoticeweareat

the"bossesoffice",thebouncerplacesmedown

andheleaves,hewasfacingtheotherway,soI

couldn'tseewhoitwas,whenthechairfinally

turns,Igettheshockofmylife

Me:Bandilewhatthefuck?,isthisyourclub?

Me:toansweryourquestions,firstquestion,Iwill

answerthatonewithaquestion,whatareyou

doinghere?,youareamarriedwomanforGod's

sakeandyesthisismyclub.

Me:soontobedivorced(IhadactuallyforgottenI

tookmyringoff,Iwaswavingmyhandathim

givinghimattitude,henoticed,shit,hewas

pissed)

Bandile:andwheretheisyourring?

Me:Itookitoff,weareasgoodasdivorcedany

way.

Bandile:untillthedivorceisfinal,youandIare

stillmarried,soputyourringonnowandImean

now.



Me:theringisathomeBandile,Ileftthebloody

ringathome,sogoandgetitsoIcanputitonnow.

Bandile:youbetterputonthatringwhenyouget

home

Me:tellyouwhatIwillgivetheringtoThando

sinceyouarefuckingher.

Bandile:amnotmarriedtoThandobutammarried

toyou,sowhenyoucomefortheclearing

ceremonyyoubetterbewearingyourring.

Me:fine,canIgonow?

Bandile:youbetterbegoinghomeandIbetternot

seethatPaulguyaroundyou.

HowthehelldidheknowaboutPaul?,stupidme

camera'sofcouser,therearebloodycameras

everywhereinthisclub.

Hehuggsmefrombehind,hestartsplayingwith

myboobsandheletshishandslideintomyvjay

jayandhewasplayingwithmycilt,Iwasnow

reallyhorny,damnyouBandile,weenduphaving

sexinhisoffice,thedoorwaslockedofcourse,I



getupandgetdressed

Bandile:andnow?

Me:lookthiswasfunandamazing,butdon'tgetit

twistedmeandyouisstillgettingadivorce.(iget

dressedandIleave)igoandgetanowclearly

drunkLethabo,wegotoAnthony'scar,Idrop

Lethoboatherapartmentandmadesuresheis

safefirst,ithendrivehome,IfindAnthony

watchingt.v.,shitandmyhuhaisonfireandI

smelllikesex,idontsayaword,irunupstairs

anditakeashower,changeintopyjamas,Igo

downstairsandwatchtvwithAnthony,hewasn't

madatmefortakinghiscar,Ithinkhestillfeels

sorryforme,anywaywewatchamovieuntil1:30

a.m.andthenwegotoourrooms,Ihavethis

cleansingthingandamsonotlookingforwardto

that.

Thando

Iwassittingalone,inmylivingroom,this



days,IhavebecomesomoodyIdon'teven

understandmyself,evenlittlethingsmakemecry,

thingsthatwouldnormallymakemenottocryandi

suddenlyhadthiswiredfetishforpickles,Iwas

busywatchingtelevision,whenqueenmothercalls

Me:queenmother,howareyou?

MrsDlamini:amgoodandyoudear?

Me:amgoodqueenmotherjustalittletired

NewDlamini:wouldyouliketocomeandvisitme

thisweekend?

Me:amafraidthatwon'tdo,Ipromisedmom.I

wouldcomeandhelpher,wehaveafamily

gathering.

MrsDlamini:it'sokaydear,Iwillalsobebusy

preparingforZoey'scleansingceremony,Ijust

wishBandilewoulddivorceheralready

Me:allingoodtimequeenmother,allingoodtime

(wesayourgoodbyesandshehangsup)

Igoandstartpackingmyclothes,Ican'twaitto

seemomanddadIreally,reallymissthem,they



mustalsomissMe,mebeingtheironlychildand

all.Ipackmybagsandigoandrelax,Iwashaving

aglassofwineandsomepicklesitsurehelldid

tastegood.

Iwatchamovie,itwasboringsoIendedup

sleepingonthecouch.

[09/30,10:55] :Insert21

Thando

TodaywasTuesday,Iwasallpackedandreadyto

gohome,iwakeupearlyinthemorning,makemy

bed,gotothebathroomanddomyhygine

processes,Iwearasummerfloradressandsome

whitesandals,Istraigtenmyhair,putonsome

makeup,getmytravelbag,Ilockupmy

apartment,pushmybagstomycar,Icarefully

placetheminsideandIhittheroad,afteraboutan

hourthirtyminutes,iarraivehome,icallmomto

lettheguardstoletmein,GodIforgotjusthow

tightsecurityisinthispartoftown,IgetinandI



asktheguardstobringmybagsinside,Igetin

momwasbusygoingthroughhermagazines,she

stopsandlooksatme

Mom:mybaby,Imissyousomuch(shegivesme

ahugg)

Me:Imissyousomuchtoomom(sheletsgoof

meandisitbesideher)

Me:momsowhatareweeatinginthishouse?,

amstarving.

Mom:thechefpreparedlasagneandgreensalad.

Igotothekitchen,Idishupformyselfandsit

besidemom.

Mom:areyousureyouaregoingtofinishthat

food?,ifyouwerepregnantatleastyourexcuse

willbeaneattingfortwo.

Me:mom ,mepregnantnever.(icontinuetoeat

myfood)

Ifinisheatingmyfood,Iwaspackingmyclothesin

mycloset,whenInoticeIhavenothadmyperiod,

amacoupleofdayslateandmyperiodisneverlate



,no,no,nothiscantbehappening,icantbe

pregnant,thelasttimeihadsexwaswithBandile

andsanele,soifampregnantiwon'tknowwhothe

babybelongstountillheorsheisborn,Iwasupset

,Irundownstairs,getintomycarandrushtothe

pharmacyandbuymyselfapregnancytest,Idrive

straighthomeandIgostraightintomyroom,I

takethepregnancytestandIwaitforafew

minutes,andthereitwas,thepregnancytest

wasaspositiveasitcanbe,iwasheartbroken,ifI

wassurethiswasBandile'schildiwouldhavebeen

jumpingupanddownwithjoy,butmypregnacy

couldalsobelongtosanele,nevereverinmylife

haveIfeltsopowerless,thisisadisastershame,I

gostraighttobed,Ididn'thaveanystrengthinme,

Icriedmyselftosleep.

Zoey

Thisweekwentbyveryfast,beforeIknowitwas

friday,Iwasgoingtotheroyalhousetodayforthe



cleasingceremony,mom,dadandAnthonywilljoin

ustommorrow,myclotheswerestillatthepalace,

sotherewasnoneedformetopack,Iwasdone

preparingfortheday,Igodownstairs,findmom,

dadandAnthonyhavingsomebreakfast,Isitdown

andjointhem

Mom:howareyoufeelingbaby?.

Me:Ijustwantthiswholecleansingceremonyto

beoversoIcanputthiswholemiscarriagething

behindme.

Mom:aftertommorrow,amsurethiswillbebehind

us.

dad:andyouandBandile?

Me:Idon'tknowdad,oneminuteIwantadivorce

andthenoneminuteIdon't.

Dad:youdoknowthekingsaiddivorceisnooption

right?

Me:yesIknow,butthekingcan'tdictatemylife

forme,Iwillmakemyowndecisionwhenamgood

andready.



Anthony:Iagreewithzoey,nooneshoulddictate

herlifeforher.

Me:thankyou Anthony

Dad:fine,yourlife,yourrules

Anthony:sodumbheadhowdoyoufeelaboutyour

hairbeingcutoffcompetely,theyshouldhavejust

shavedyourhair.

Me:hellno.

Anthony:butit'salmostthesame

Me:shutupAnthony.

Dad:Anthonylet'sleavebeforeyouupsetmy

princess,seeyoutommorrowprincess(dadkisses

meonthecheek,Anthonyhandsmethekeysofhis

car,dad,momandAnthonyleave)

Ihelpsisfloratowashthedishes,ithendecideto

gotothemallbeforeIgotothepalace,Icall

LaurenandLethabotojoinme,wegoandwatcha

movie,Ithendrivetotheroyalhouse,Igotoour

house,itwasalittledusty,itwaslikeBandilehad

notsethisfoothere,Ichangeintosomething



comfortableandIclean,Itakeashowerandthen,I

ordersomepizza,IcallkhanyiandMinneforthem

tojoinme,apparentlytheywereatmainhouseand

wewerealltosleeptheretonight,Ichangeintoa

longmaxidressandacardigan,wearmyflipflops

andilockthehouseandImakemywaytothemain

house,Igettherekhanyiwasthrilledtoseeme,so

wasminnie,sihlewassihlejustbeingsihle,the

queenwasnotaroundwhichwasabonousforme,

thereweresomeladiescookingandmakingsome

traditionalbeer,mypizzawasdelivered,Ishare

thepizzawiththeladiesevensihle,thequeenand

kingcomeback,

Weallgatheraroundthedinnertable,wehave

dinnerandforoncetherewasnodramaaroundthe

dinnertable,weallgotobed.

Thenextday

Weallwakeupearlyandgetreadyforthe

ceremony,mom,dadandAnthonyarraive,a



coupleofwomenIdon'tknowcomeandcutmyhair

,Iwasliterallycrying,momcomesandhuggsme,

thenweproceedtowheretheceremonywasbeing

held,everythingwasdone,everyoneleaves,

BandileandIweresleepinginthesameroom,I

wasnotusedtonothavinghair,Ilookatmyselfin

themirrorandIfreakout,Icry,Bandilecomesand

huggsme

Bandile:pleasedon'tfreakout,yourhairwillgrow

backbeforeyouknowit

Me:easyforyoutosay,theydidntcutyour

freakinghair.

Bandile:amsorrybutithadtobedone.

IwasreallycryingandIwasupset,thenextthingI

knowweareallovereachotherandourclothes

wereonthefloor,afterthatIjustgostraighttobed,

itwasalongdayandIwastired.

[09/30,10:55] :Insert22

Bandile



It'sbeentwoweekssincetheceremony,zoeyandI

aredoingfine,shewasbackathome,weare

doingeverythingwecantomovepastthelossof

ourchild,mywifewaslearninghowtodomost

thingsthankstokhanyi,likeisaidkhanyiisarare

gem,shehasagoldenheart,iwakeupandget

readytogowork,zoeywasstillsleeping,soIlet

herbe,shehasbeendoingthatalotlately,Igo

downstairs,pourmyselfSomeorangejuiceandi

wasoutthe

door,Igotowimpyandgetmyselfsomebreakfast

,Idrivetowork.Iwasn'tdoingthatmuchtoday,I

washavingbreakfastandplayingsoltiregameon

mycomputer,whenthereceptionistCallsandtells

methatThandoisheretoseeme,Itellhertolet

Thandoin(afewminuteslaterThandowas

knockingonmydoor,ohboythiscouldonlybe

trouble,Itellhertoenter,shedoesandshetakesa

sit)



Me:Thando,howexactlycanIhelpyoutoday?

Thando:Ijustcametotellyouampregnant.

Me:andwhereexctlydoIfitinyourpregnancy?

Thando:amfourandhalfweekspregnant,sodo

themathspapa,thatnightattheclub.

Me:youmeanyoufellpregnantthatnight?,oh

boy,Thandopleasedon'ttellmywifeuntillam

readytotellhermyself,thiswillbreakherpluswe

justlostababy.

Thando:sowheredomychildandifitintherewith

thelossofyourbaby?,pleasetellherandfast

beforeIdo.

Me:IsaidIwilltellmywifewhenamgoodand

ready,nowjusttakeachillpillandrelax.

Thando:soyoudoknowyourdadwillwantusto

getmarriedright?

Me:Thandodon'tgetthisalltwisted,yesIfucked

upandIimpregnatedyou,butIwon'tmarryyou,

notnow,notever,yesamafuckboyandloveto

chaseafterwomensometimes,butyouseethat



womanathome,yesshecan'tdomostthingsfor

me,butsheistrying,respecthercausesheismy

queen,theloveofmylife,thefleshofmybone,

mymissingribandmywifewillnevershareme

withyouoranyotherwoman,Ihaveneverwanted

apolygamousmarriageandIsurehelldoubtzoey

willagreetothat.

Thando:(shewasnowcrying,itmustbethis

hormoneshit)soamjustsupposedtoraiseour

babyinourown?,exactlyhowheartlessareyou?

Me:amaman,soIwilltakeresponsibilityandbe

thereforyouandmychildeverystepoftheway

butasformarryingyouthatisoutofthequestion,

thereisaMrsBandileDlaminialreadyandsheis

morethanenoughforme,amsorrybutIcan't

handletwowives,theoneIhave,hasenough

troublesofherown.

Thando:wowBandile,justwow(shestartsagain

withthewaterworks)ifyouwon'tmarrymetheni

guessyouwon'tbepartofourlives.

Me:unlessthechildyouarecarryingisnota



Dlamini,Iwillbepartofthatchild'slifeandIwon't

beblackmailedintomarryingyounever.Shewas

nowclearlyupset,shegetsupandrunsout,talk

aboutamorningfilledwithdrama,Ireallydidn't

care,shecoulddieforallicare,zoeyismyone

andonlyqueen,shewon'tsharemewithanyone,I

havetotellzoeybeforethisbloodyfooldoes.I

continuewithmygame,thenmyP.Abringssome

documentsformetolookat,Ihadlostfocuss,

Thandoreallydidruinmyday.

Thando

IgotoutofBandile'swellmorelikeranout,Iwas

clearlyupset,howcouldhe,howdarehe,Iknow

amnotsureitishischildamcarryingbutdamn,

whatBandilesaidreallyupsetme,howdarehe

callszoeyhisqueeninmyface,Igotomycarandi

dialqueenmother'snumberandIjustcry

MrsDlamini:Thandodearwhatiswrong?,whyare

youcrying?



Me:queenmother,Bandilegotmepregnantand

nowhewon'ttakeresponsibility,hesaysZoeyis

hisqueenandshewon'tsharehimwithanyone.

MrsDlamini:whendidBandilegetthetimeto

sleepwithyou?,Ithoughthewasstillmourning

thelossofhischild.

Me:ithappenedattheclubacoupleofweeksago

andnowhesayshewon'tmarryme.

MrsDlamini:relax,ifhewasmanenoughtosleep

withyouandgetyoupregnant,thenhesurelywill

bemanenoughtomarryyou.

Me:hesayshewon'tmarrymeandheneverwill.

MrsDlamini:ohhewill,believemehewill,tell

youwhatwhydon'tyoupackyourbagandcome

andvisitmeforatleasttwoweeks.

Me:okayqueenmother.

MrsDlamini:pleasedodear(shehangsup)

Idrivetomyapartment,getinandpackmyclothes

andmytoiletries,lockupmyapartmentandgoto

theroyalhouse,asforsandileIwillneverevertell



himthattherecouldbeachancethisbabyishis,

never,Iwilllockthatsecretinsidemeandmake

sureitisasecretItakewithmetothegrave,Iget

totheroyalhouseandIgotothemainhouse,Ifind

nompumelelloandqueenmotherwatchingtv,

queenmothertellsmpumitotakemybagsintothe

guestroom,shedoesbutIcouldtellshewasnot

happyaboutthatatall,wonderwhat'sherstory

anyway,sheisforevergrumpyandnotathome,

mpumicomesbackandwewatchtv,ithenhelp

queenmothertopreparedinner,ihadsomuchfun

,thekingcomesbackandwehavesupper,after,

mpumiandIdothedishes,queenmotherandthe

kinghadgonetotheirbedroomalready,mpumi

leaves,don'tknowwhereshewentto,soIdecide

gotodotheguestroomamusing,Ieventuallyfell

asleep.

Zoey



IwokeupandBandilewasgone,imakemybed

andgotothebathroom,domyhygineprocesses,

lotion,wearafloralsummerdressandsomewhite

sandals,Iwearmy8inchBrazilianwig,apply

somelipglossandIgodownstairs,Imakemyself

afruitsaladandayoghut,IeatandIcallkhanyi

whotellsmetobringallthelaundry,Ihaveinmy

housetoherhouse,apparentlytodayislaundryday

,yey,youcouldheartheexcitementinmyvoice,

Ireallywasnotlookingfowardtothat,Ipackallthe

laundryandgotokhanyi'shouse,Iknockonthe

door,sihleopensthedoor,Iactuallyforgotshe

staystheretoo.

Sihle:what'swiththelaundry,youexpectustodo

laundryforyounow?

Me:sihle,Icouldhavesworn,Ihaveneverasked

anythingofyouandamheretoseekhanyinotyou .

Sihle:fine,whatever(shemovesoutofthedoor

wayandIenter)

Icalloutforkhanyi,shecomesdownstairsandwe

gotothelaundryroom,wedolaundry,shewas



teachingmehowtouseawashingmachine,damn

laundryissomuchwork,aparently,youhaveto

separatethewhite,from coloursandalsowash

darkcoloursseparately,wefinishwashingandit

wasnowtimetoirontheclothes,khanyimade

ironingsoeasy,khanyiwasalsocooking,soshe

wenttocheckherpots,IpickoneofBandile's

shirtsandIstarttoiron,Iburntheshirt,Iscream

mylungsout.khanyiandsihlecomerushinginto

thelaundryroom

Khanyi:what'swrong?

Me:(iwasnowcrying)IburnedBandile'sshirt.

Sihle:mxmallthisdramaforjustastuipdshirt?,

whatdoyouexpectyoucan'tironduh.

Khanyi:sihleshutup,zoeybaby,theironwas

obviouslytoohot(sheswitchesofftheiron)calm

down,ithappens,Ihavealsoburnedacoupleof

clothesmyself.

Me:butitishisfavouriteshirt,Bandileisgoingto

killme.

Sihle:youaresodramatic,amout(sheleaves)



Khanyi:calmdown,letmegoandcheckthepots,I

willbeback.

Wefinishdoinglaundry,Ipackfoodforboth

Bandileandiintoacontainer,itwas chicken

strips,pumpkinandgreensalad(yourstrulymade

thegreensaladofcourse),Ithengohome,Iwasso

damntired,alliwanttodoistogethometakea

shower,eatandsleep,thisdaysaminlovewith

sleeping,sleepingandiarebestoffriends,Igetto

myhouseandipackallthelaundryIdidinthe

closet,takeashower,Igodownstairs,Bandile

comeshome,hehasbeentryingtocomehome

earlythisdays,hegoesupstairstochangeandhe

comesback,Idishupforusandwestarteating

Me:sohubby,howmuchdoyouloveme?

Bandile:Iloveyouthat'sallyouneedtoknow,why

areyouasking?.

Me:justasking,doyouperhapsloveme,more

thanyourfavouriteshirt?

Bandile:yesofcoursedear,waitaminute,zoey

Dlaminiwhatdidyoudotomyshirt?



Me:pleasepromisemeyouwon'tbemad

Bandile:Ican'tpromiseyouthatuntillyoutellme

whatyoudid.

Me:theniguessmylipsaresealed.

Bandile:okayfineIpromise.

Me:really

Bandile:crossmyheartandhopetodieifam

tellingalie.

Me:rememberyousaidyoulovememorethan

yourfavouriteshirt?.

Bandile:ihaveafeelingamgoingtoregretthisbut

yes.

Me:goodcauseIsortofburnedyourfavourite

shirt(itakeaglassofwine,thatwasinfrontofme

andidrink)

Bandile:amsorry,youdidwhat?

Me:youpromisednottogetmad.

Bandile:thatJerseywasalimitedJersey,nowi

can'tfinditanywhere.



Me:amsorryhoney,amtrulysorry.

Bandile:it'sfineitisjustastuipidJersey,onthe

plusside,mywifeislearningtodolaundry.

Hedrawsmeclosertohimandwebegintokiss

Me:whydon'twetakethistoourroom.

Bandile:Iwon'tsaynotothat

Wegoupstairstoourroomandtherestasthey

sayishistory.

[09/30,10:55] :Insert23

Bandile.

Iwokeuptothesoundofzoeyvommittinginthe

bathroom,Ilookatthetimeanditwasfiveam,I

getupandgotohercauseIwasreallyworried

abouther

Me:wifeyareyoufine?

Zoey:yesamfine,itmustbeabugorsomethingI



ate.

Me:okayfine,letmetakeashower,then wecan

gotothemainhousetohavebreakfast.

Zoey:Iwilljoinyouinafewminutes.

Me:fine.

Igoandtakeashowerandzoeycomesandjoinme

,shewasnowfeelingbetter,wetakeaninnocent

showerandwegetdressed,bythetimeweleave

thehouseitwassevenam,withzoeyjustpuking

andstuff,wegettothemainhouseandThando

wasthere,asusualmpumianddadwerenotthere,

soitwasThando,mom,zoeyandme,Imadea

silentprayertoGodforthisdamnwitchnottotell

mywifesheispregnant,causeIintendontelling

hertonight,wegettothetableandwestarteatting

Zoey:thesmellofyourperfumesisreallymaking

mesick?,alsowhileatit,arethiseggsrotten?,

causetheysuresmellfunnytome.(shegetsup

andruntothebathroomamprettysureshewas

goingtovomit)

Mom:sheispregnant,clearlyyouhavebeena



busymanson.

Me:what?,areyousure?

Mom:Icanbetmylifeonit,thatgirlispregnant.

Zoeyreturnstothetableandshesitsdown

Zoey:Ican'tstomachanythingsoIwillskip

breakfast.

Mom:zoeydear,whenlastdidyougetyour

period?.

Zoey:Ohno,ihavenothadmyperiodthismonth,

butamsureiwill,maybemyhormonesare

messedupbythemiscarriage.

Mom:sonlikeIsaidsheispregnant,belivemeI

know.

Zoey:areyousure?(shelookedshocked)

Mom:110%surebutgotothedoctoramsurehe

willtellyouthesamething.

IcallmyP.AandcanceleveryappointmentIhave,

iwasnowreallyworried,howthehelldoItellher

Thandoispregnant?,whatifshehasa



miscarriageagain?,wegetupandgostraightto

thedoctorsoffice,wewaitforthedoctortoarraive.

Afteraboutanhourthedoctorfinallydoesseeus,

hetakesapregnancytestandsureenoughitwas

positive,shewastwoandahalfweekspregnant,

thedoctordoesascan

Doctor:waitaminute(ididn'tlethimfinish

talking)

Me:dociseverythingfine?

Doctor:clamdown,Iknowyouarescared

especiallyafteramiscarriage,buteverythingis

perfectlyfine,isjustthatInoticedasecond

heartbeat.

Me:whatdoesthismeandoctor?

Doctor:congratulationskidsyouarehavingtwins.

Zoey:what?,Bandileamgoingtokillyouforthis,

wecanbarelytakecareofourselves,whatare

goingtodowithtwobabies.

Me:wifeyclamdownamsurewewillbefine.

Doctor:youshouldlistentoyourhusband,Iwill



giveyousomethingforthenausea.

Me:Thankyoudoctor

Hegivesherabunchofpills,shewasnow

complainingofhunger,soIdrivehertoRomans

pizza,sinceshesaidshewascravingforsome

pizza,shewaseattingthepizzalikeshehasn't

beeneattingforyears.Wethengohome,we

spendtherestofthedayindoors,watchingmovies,

Ikeptdebatingwithmyselfwhetherornottotellher

Thandoispregnant,Ieventuallydecidetotellher

Me:babyyouknowIloveyouright?

Sort:nopleasetellmehowmuch.

Me:allthewaytothemoonandback,mylovefor

youknowsnoinfinitygirl.

Zoey:wow,loveyoutoobae.

Wewerestilltalkingwhensomeoneknocksonthe

door,itwasThando

Zoey:Thandowhatareyoudoinghere?

Thando:chillgirl,Ijustcametotellbabydaddy

aboutmynextdoctorsappointment.



Zoey:Bandilewhatthehellisshetalkingabout,

youbetterexaplainandfast.

Thando:oops,youhaven'ttoldheryet?,baby

BandileandIarealsoexpectingabundleofjoy.

Zoey:Bandileisthistrue?

Me:yes(ilookdown)

Zoey:andwhenexactlywhereyouplanningon

tellingme?,aftershegivesbirth,hizoey,hello

zoey,thisismylovechildwithThando.

Me:nomylove,thatiswhatIwantedtotellyou

beforethiswitchcame.

Thando:sonowamawitch?,thatisnotwhatyou

weresayingwhenyouwereinbetweenmythighs

Zoey:howdoweknowthatthisisBandile'schild?

,IwantaDNAtestassoonasthatbabyisborn.

Thando:Bandileareyoujustgoingtostandthere

andletherinsultme?,bitchIwillhaveDNAtestif

yourkidalsohasaDNAtest.

Zoey:thereisnoneedformetodothetestBandile

knowsmybabiesarehis.



Thando:babies?

Zoey:yesbaby,myhusbandandIareexpecting

twins,amsurebynextmonthwewillknowthe

gender.

Bandile:Thandopleasejustleavegivemywife

andIspacetotalk

Thando:Bandileareyouseriouslythrowingmeout

?

Zoey:yesgirlpleaseleave,allowmetohavepeace

ofmindinmymarriagejustthisonce,Bandileand

ihavebeenthroughalotwiththelossofourbaby,

nowletusbesowecancelebrateourrainbow

babies.

Thandowasnowclearlyupset,sheleaves.

Zoeywaspissed,itriedhuggingher,shegivesme

ahugeslap

Zoey:don'tyoutouchmeBandileDlamini

Sherunsupstairsandlocksherselfinourbedroom

,Iguesstonightistheguestroomforme,It

literallysucksbeinginthedoghouse.



Thando

Iwasreallyupset,myplanbackfiredbadlyand

twice,firstigivehertheabortionpill,shefalls

pregnantagainandwithtwinsthistime,Iwent

theretorubthefactthatampregnanttoherface

andBandilethrowsmeoutlikeapieceoftrash,Igo

backtothemainhouse,Idecidetocallmyfather,

yeshewillsortBandileout,Itakemyphoneand

dialdaddy'snumber

Me:daddy(icry)

Dad:babygirlwhatiswrong?

Me:daddyampregnantandtheguywon'ttake

responsibility.

Dad:amsorryyouarewhat?,Iwillcometoyour

apartmenttommorrowandthenyoucanexplain

everything.

Me:thankyoudaddy.

ThisMeansimustwakeupearlytommmorrow



morningandgotomyapartment,becauseifdad

findoutamhereamsurehewillkillme.

Icrymyselftosleep.

[09/30,10:55] :Insert24

Queenmother/MrsDlamini

Itjustseemstomelikethereisnogettingridofthis

pestcalledzoey,Iwashappywhenshelosther

pregnancy,nowsheispregnantagainandtotopit

allmysonisfallingforhercheapass,Iwasup

early,soIcanpreparebreakfastformyfamily,we

wereallhavingbreakfasttogethermpumieandthe

kingincluded,Iwasstilllostinmyownthoughts ,

whenThandocomesintothekitchen

Me:youareupkindaofearlytoday?

Thando:queenmother,Idon'twantdadtoknow

amhere,Ibrokethenewsaboutmypregnancyto

him,afteribrokethenewstozoeyandBandile

threwmeoutofhishouselikeapieceoftrash,so



dadsaidhewillcomeoversowecantalk.

Me:amsorrydear,everythingwillbefine.

Thando:howwhenyoursontreatsmeliketrash,

yeszoeyisexpectinghisbabies,butamalso

expectinghischild.

Me:whatdoyoumeanbabies?

Thando:apparentlytheyareexpectingtwins.

Me:what?

Thando:thelittlewitchinsultedmebydemandingI

takeaDNAtestaftermybabyisborn,canyou

imagine.

Me:zoeycangotohell,youarenottakingtheDNA

test,Iwillsetthosetwostraight.(Thandoleaves,

IcallBandileandhiswife,Iwantedtotalktothem

first)

Afewminuteslater,Iwasdonewithbreakfast,I

hadplacedthebreakfastonthetable,Bandileand

zoeycomein,wegotothelivingroomwiththem,

weallsitdown.

Me:BandilewhatisitIhearaboutyouandyour



wifeinsultingThandobydemandingforablood

test.

Zoey:howaresupposedtobesurethatthechild

sheiscarryingisBandile'schild?.

Me:wealsoweren'tsurethechildyouwere

carryingwasBandile'schild,butwedidn'tdemand

foraDNAtestonthecontrarythefathermadehim

takeresponsibilitybymakinghimmarryyou,so

pleasedon'tinsultanotherwoman.

Zoey:soareyousayingBandileshouldmarryher?

.

Me:no,Ican'ttakethatdecisiononBandile's

behalf,butifitwereuptome,yeshewouldmarry

thepoorgirl.

Zoey:Bandileismarriedtomeandtomeonlyand

aslongasheismarriedtome,therewon'tbea

secondwife,hewouldhavetodivorcemeforthat

tohappen.

Bandile:zoeycalmdown,momandThandoknow

whereistand.



Me:Letmejustleavethetwoofyou,Iwillaskthe

kingtotalktoeldersandheartheiropiniononthe

matter.

Igetupandleavethetwooftheminthelivingroom

.

Thando

Igettomyapartmentataround6am,Iopenthe

doorandtheplacewasstuffy,youcouldtelliwas

notaroundforadayortwo,IopenWindowsand

curtains,Icleanandcook,bynineamIwasdone,

Itakeashowerandwaitfordad,atelevenam,I

hearaknockonmydoor,Iknewitwasdad,Iget

uptogoandopenthedoor,Iwasshockedtosee

hecamewithmomandsheseemedpissed

Mom:Thando,sowhenwe'reyouplanningon

tellingmeyouarepregnant?

Me:amsorrymom,Ijustdidn'tknowhowto.

Thatsitdown,Igoandgetthemsomethingtodrink



,Iplace afizzydrinkandapineappletropikajuice

onthetable.

Dad:sowhogotyoupregnant?

Me:itisPrinceBandileDlamini.

Dad:Iwillgetyouruncleandmytwobrothersand

wewillgototheroyalhouseandinformthemabout

thepregnancy.

Me:onlyoneslightproblem dad,hismarried.

Mom:what?,IwishIcouldslaptheshitoutof

yourightnow,whoopenslegsforamarried

man?,what'swrongwithtoday'skids,youjust

cantseemtokeepyourlegsclosed,youshould

havefoundyourselfyourownman.

Me:amsorrymom,butthequeensaidshewill

makesurehemarriesme.

Mom:andyouarehappywithbeingsecondbest,

thenursesmusthavegivenmethewrongchildam

notsureyouaremychild.

Dad:dearenough,youarebeingtooharshonthe

child.



Mom:itistheonlywaytogetheroutofthisdream

landsheisin.

Momanddadbothleave,Iwasnowhungry,Ieat

thefoodIhadpreparedearlier,iwashthedishes

andIdecidetogotothemallanddosome

shopping,Iwillgototheroyalhouselater,right

nowIjustneedmyspace.

Zoey

Iwokeupandtookashower,weareallgoingto

havebreakfastatthemainhouse,Ilotionandget

dressed,Igodownstairs,Iwatchtv,Bandile

comesdownstairs,apparentlyqueenmother

wantedtoseeusbeforeeveryonearraives,Bandile

goestotakeashower,ImakethebedandIgowait

forhimwhileIeatanavocado,iwasreallycraving

forone,bandilecomesdownstairs,Iplacethe

remaingavointhefridgesinceitwasina

container,wegotothemainhouse,thequeen

beingthequeenwasjustpleadingThando'scase,



actuallymorelikecomandingusnottodotheDNA

test,sheleavesmeandBandileinthelivingroom,

afewminuteslaterkhanyiarraives,shelooked

pissed,apparentlysheandsihlegotintoitthis

morning,Minnieandunathifollow,siphamandla

andsihlefinallyarraive,mpumie,queenmother

andthekingcomedownstairs,wehaveaquiet

peacefulbreakfast,therewasnodramaatthe

table,maybeisbecausethekingisthere,every

oneseemtobehavewhenheisaround,thequeen

andkingalongwithmpumieleave,apparentlythey

weregoingtoZanzibarforavacation,sihlewasto

lookafterthemainhouseandThandoasshewas

thequeen'sguest.

Wewerebusywashingthedishies,whenkhanyi

andsihlestartfightingandImeanaphysicalfight,

Iwantedtoseparatethem,whenBandilecomesin,

whatdoyouthinkyouaredoing?,youarepregnant

,getoutofhere,Ido,heseparatesthem,

sphamandlacomesandtakeskhanyitotheirhouse,

hecomesbackandhestartsshoutingatsihle,am

surehegavekhanyiapieceofhismindtoo,he



seemedpissed.

Igotocheckonkhanyi,shewasnowmuchcalmer

,wedecidetogoanddogroceryshopping,Icall

Bandile,hegivesmeR2000sincewewerestillhad

something'sfrommyfirstshoppingtripwithkhanyi,

wewerebusyshoppingwhenweseeThandoand

saneleurging,whateveritwasaboutseemed

tense,wegoover

Me:thisseemstense.

Thando:IwantedhimtoaskBandiletomarryme,

whatamIdoing?,Idon'toweyouanexplanation,

mindyourownbusiness

Me:amsorryIevenasked,

Khanyiandileave,wecontinuewithourshopping,

Iseriouslyneedsomecookinglessons,anywaywe

gobackhome,Bandile,unathiandsiphamandla

wereatmyhouse,IpackthegroceriesandIgo

upstairs,Istartlookingforaplacetoregisterfor

cookinglessonsinline,IfindaplaceallIneednow

istenthousandrandsforfees.

Thosethreewerestillplayingafifagameonaxbox



,IletthembeandIgohelpkhanyiwithdinner.

[09/30,10:56] :Insert25

Thando

Iwasbusydoingalittlebitofshopping,whenI

bumpintosanele,hewasthereshoppingforan

engagementringforhisgirlfriendLethabo,

apparentlyBandilehadtoldhimamexpecting,he

wantedtoknowifthereisachancethebabycould

behis,IflatoutdeniedandItoldhimifhetells

Bandilehesleptwithme,IswearIwilltelleveryone

herapedme,hewasbusytellingmehowevilIam,

whenMrsbusybodyandhersidekickkhanyi

cameandsaid"thislookstense",Ipraticallytell

hertomindherownbusiness,theyleave,I

immediatelygetupandgotomycar,idrivetothe

royalhouse,sihlewastheretokeepmecompany,

sincequeenmotherwasnotaround,wewere

busywatchingtv,whenBandilecomesin

Bandile:ThandocanItalktoyouforasecond?



Me:sure.

Igetupandfollowhimtohisfather'sstudy,Ihad

neverbeenthere,itwasreallycool,everything

lookedspectacular,amazing,thisfamilyisreally

loaded.

Bandile:sorrytobotheryou,ijustwantedtofind

outwhenyournextscanis,soicancomewithyou.

Me:really?(ismile)

Bandile:thebabyismine,soIhavetodorightby

mybabyjustlikeamdoingformyotherbabies

nothingmorenothingless.

Me:thankyou,mynextscanistommorrow,my

appointmentisattwelf.

Bandile:Iwillmeetyouthere.

Me:noproblem

Bandileleaves,Igobacktothelivingroom,where

sihlewas

Sihle:whatwasthatallabout?,pleasedon'ttell

meyoutwoarefucking.



Me:no,actuallyhewantedtogowithmetomy

scanappointmenttommorrow,sinceweare

expectingababy.

Sihle:what?,youmeanBandilecheatedonthe

dramaqueen?,getreadyfordramagirl,thatchick

isfullofdrama,theotherdayshewasbusy

screamingherlungsoutjustbecausesheburned

Bandile'sfavouriteshirt,imagine.

Me:sheknows,Idoubtsheevencares,getthis

sheisalsoexpectingtwins.

Sihle:youdon'tsay,whatrockhaveIbeenliving

under?,tomissallthisdrama.

Me:youwereprobablytoobusygettingphysical

withkhanyi(welaugh)

Sihle:enoughaboutmisstoogoodieshoes,that

girlirritatestheshitoutofme.

Wedecidetogotobed,Iwasreallytired,Ican't

waitfortommorrowhopesanelekeepshismouth

shut.



Thenextday.

Iwakeup,thewholehygineroutine,lotion,wear,

aabovethekneefloralsummerdress,withsandals

,Iwearmy16inchweave,putsomemakeupon,

phelawehavetolookhot,wearemeetingupwith

babydaddy,Ihope,Igodownstairsmake

breakfastforsihleandI,sihlecomesdownstairsall

dolledup,apparentlysheisaccompanying

siphamandlatosomeevent,thekinghadtoattend,

sincethekingisinZanzibarsiphamandlaasthe

nextkingwillberepresentinghim,wehave

breakfast,siphamandlacomesandpickshiswife,

hewasreallydrooling,sihlereallylookedstunning,

ItwaseleventhirtybeforeIknowit,Idrivetomy

doctorsoffice,Igetthere,afewminuteslater

Bandilewalksin,thedoctortellsmeheisreadyto

seeme,wegoinside,hedoesthescan,hearing

mybabiesheartbeatwassoheartwarmingand

overwhelming,evenBandilebecamesofttowards

me,heevenasksforacopyofthescan,Iwas

complaingofhunger,sohetakesmetonandos,



wehavesomelunch,itremindedmeofthegood

olddays,whycouldn'twehavestayedlikethis

forever,hethenleaves,hewasgoingbacktowork

,Idrivebacktotheroyalhouse,Ibumpintozoey,

shewasgoingtosphamandla'shouse,itwas

awkard,wejustlookateachotheranddon'tsaya

wordtoeachother,shegoestoherdirectionandI

getinsidethemainhouseandIdecidetotakeanap

sinceIwasbored.

Bandile

Idon'tknowhowamgoingtodothisfromafuck

boy,withzeroresponsibility,toamarriedman

expectingthreebabies,hopeIcandothis,after

meetingupwithThandoforherscan,Igobackto

work,Idoallmyworkfortheday,mywifeandI

wereinvitedtothisdinner,myfriendSaneleis

planningonproposingtohisgirlfriend Lethabo,

apparentlytheyhavebeenseeingeachothersince

thatwholepartysagaattheWilliamshouse,Iwas



shocked,myfriendisreallymotivatingMetoman

upandtrytobethebesthusbandIcanbe,Idrive

straighthome,mywifeandIgetreadyforthis

dinner,mywifereallylookedhot,wethenleave.

Zoey

Myfrienddidn'tknowityetbutshewasgetting

engagedtonight,iwasbattlingtokeepthesecret

fromherbutithadtobedone,Laurenwasinvited

toosinceshewasourfriend,Bandileandigetto

thevenueanditlookedamazing,itwasreally

amazing,sanelehadreallygoneallout,heeven

hiredahelicopterforher,sanelecomesandgreets

us,afewminuteslater,LethabowalksinandI

wannagrowoldwithyoubyWestlifestartsplaying

andbeautifulcutepicturesofsaneleandLethabo

startshowingonthescreen,sanelegetsonone

knee,mygirlwasintearsandherhandswere

shaking

Sanale:myheartbeat,myLeejoy,myprincess,



myoneandonlylove,mysmilekeeper,willyou

domethehonourofbecomingmywife?

Lethabo:ofcourseyesmylove,sthandwaSam

(wealllaughandtheykiss)

Iwasreallyhappyformygirl,shegetstohaveher

happilyeverafter

Wehavedinner,afterLethabocomestomeand

Lauren,Bandilewasbusycongratulatinghisfriend

.

Lethabo:ammadatthetwoofyou,howcouldyou

keepthishugesecrectfromme,Ithoughtwewere

comingtoacharityevent.

MeandLauren:wearesorry

Me:youcanblamesanele,hewouldhavekilledus

ifwehavetoldyou.

Lethabo:thankyouforeverythingmygirls

Lauren:ncoo,grouphug

Wehug,wepartyuntil23:00Bandilewasdrunk

butnottoodrunk,soIdrivehome,weweresotired

,Ijustchangeintopyjamasandiwasout,sowas



Bandile.

[09/30,10:56] :Bandile

Itwasnowtwoweekslater,mom,dadand

mpumiewerenowbackfromZanzibar,Thando

hadgonebacktoherapartment,apparentlythe

khuzwayofamilywascommingtodaytodiscuss

Thando'spregnancy,Iwassonotlookingfoward

tothat,Iwakezoeyup,wegoandtakeashower,

wegetdressedincasualwear,wedecidetogo

andhavebreakfastatwimpy,Iknowthisisgoing

tobealongday,wegoandhavebreakfastand

thenwegoandshopforsomefewsnacks,we

wereonourwayhome,whenmom,calls

Mom:Bandilewhereareyou?,youknowthe

khuzwayofamilywillbehereatanymoment.

Me:relaxmom,zoeandIjustwentoutfor

breakfastandgotafewsnacks,sowewillbe

homeinafewminutes.

Mom:justhurryupandcomehomeplease.



Me:fine.

Wegethome,zoeygoestoourhouseandigoto

themainhouse,sihle,khanyiandMinniewere

cookinglunchforourguests,Igreetthem,mom

comesdownstairs

Mom:thankGodyouarehere,whereiszoey?

Me:sheisatourhouse.

Mom:sheshouldbehelpingout,thereisalotof

worktobedone,ourguestwillbehereatany

moment

Me:mom,zoeispregnant,Itoldhertotakeit

easy,Idon'tevenseetheneedforhertobehere.

Mom:sheshouldbeasupportivewife

Wewerestilltalking,whendadcamedownstairs

Dad:morningdearwifeandson

Me:morningdad

Mom:morningdear.

Dad:sonlet'sgoandmeetupwiththeelders,

whenthekhuzwayofamilyarraivesIwantuson



thesamepage.

Me:yesdad

DadandIwereonourwaytoseetheelders,when

theguardscalltoinform dadthatthekhuzwayo

familywashere,dadinstructsthemtoletthem in

andtobringthemtothemeetingchamber,wego

thereandtheeldersweretherealready,afew

minutesfourgentlemanwalkin,IknewThandos

father,therestofthem Ididn'tknowthem,we

greetthem,Dadintroudecehimself,meandthe

elders.Thando'sfatherintroduceshimself,

HethenintroducethefirstguyasThando'suncle

(hermother'sbrother),thetwoguysashis

brothers.

Mrkhuzwayo:kingDlaminiweareherebecause

yoursonhasimpregnatedmydaughterThando.

Dad:Ihearyoumrkhuzwayo,sowhatwouldyou

liketohappen?

Mrkhuzwayo:Iwouldlikeyoursontomarrymy

daughter,itcantbefairforThandotoraisethe

childonherown.



Dad:yourdaughterknowsmysonismarried,he

ismarriedandIcan'ttakedecisionsforhimsolet

himanswerforhimself

Me:MrkhuzwayoasthekingStatedammarried

andIcan'ttakethedecisionalone,soifmyeleders

willallowmywifetocomeandhavehersay,so

thatitdoesn'tseemlikeamtakingdecisionsalone.

Theyallagree,Iaskkhanyitohelpzoeydressup

properlyandbringhertothemeetingchamber,

afterthirtyminuteszoeyandkhanyicome,khanyi

bowsbeforethekingandthenshegreetseveryone

thensheleaves,zoewaslookingbeautiful,ina

longdress,withlongsleeves,withtraditional

prints,shewasevenputtingonadoek,shebows

beforetheking,shegreetseveryone,thenshesits

down

Dad:makotithereasonwhywecalledheretodayis

becauseyourhusbandimpregnatedThandoand

thekhuzwayofamilyaredemandinghemarries

Thando,yourhusbandaskedwecallyoutospeak

foryourself.



Zoey:Thandoisnotthefirstwomantobe

impregnatedbyamarriedmanandnotgetmarried

totheman,sowiththatamtryingtosayitwillbea

colddayinhell,beforeBandilemarriesherwhile

heismarriedtome,sheshouldwaitformeto

divorceBandilefirst,ifBandileandidon'tget

divorcetoughluckforher,Iguessshewouldhave

tofindherownhusbandandifyoutryanythingto

forcethismarriageIwillstopthewedding,thatI

canpromiseyou,withthatsaidamsureyouall

knowwhereIstand,Ihavesaidmypieceandifmy

kingandeldersallowme,mayitakeleave?.

Theywereallshocked,sowasI,noonehashad

theballstospeaklikethatinfrontoftheking,the

eldersnod,zoegetsupandleaves.

Dad:Mrkhuzwayoyouheardwhatmakotisaid,no

secondwife,sowhattodoyousuggestwedo?.

Mrkhuzwayo:Iheardher,wecanwaitonthe

marriageissuefornow,buthemustmarryher,

rightnowyoursoncandomeafavourbypayingfor

damages,Iwantninecows,eachcowten

thousandrands.



Dad:nottodisrespectyouoranythingbutBandile

isnotpayingthatmuchfordamages,heisnot

marryingThandoheisjustpayingfordamages.

Mrkhuzwayo:fine,fivecows,tenthousandeach

Dad:itisstilltoomuchbutitisokay,it'sfine.

Dadtransfersthemoneyintomrkhuzwayo's

account,nowthateverythingisdone,thewomen

bringlunch,wehavelunchandourguestsleave.

Idecidetogototheclub,withsiphamandla,unathi,

sanele,Lungaandkwanele,wehaveajolat

aroundsevenpm,werequestanubertotakeus

home,Ididn'twanttoleavezoeyaloneespecially

nowthatsheispregnantagain,Idon'twanta

reapeatoflasttime,Ifindzoeywatchingherreal

housewivesshow,Isitbesideherandwewatch

theshowtogether,zoeytriedexplainingwhat

happensontheshow,Ijustdidn'tgetthiswhole

show,butIwatchwithheranyway,aftertheshow,

shegetsupanddishupforme,shehadbrought

foodfromthemainhouse,Ieatandigotobed,I

waswastedandtired.



[09/30,10:56] :Insert27

Queenmother/MrsDlamini

Ican'tbelievewhatjusthappenedyesterday,so

thisfullgrownassmanaregoingtoletthatspoiled

brattellthemwhattodo,mysonmustmarry

Thando,sheistheonlydaughterinlawthatI

recognisenotthisqueenofspoiledbrats,Idecide

toinviteThando,sihleandmpumieforsomegirl

time,IknowkhanyiisclosetothatbratsoIwon't

inviteherweweregoingonasparetreat,am

leavingwith,sihleandmpumie,Thandowillmeet

usthere,wasbusymakingabookingwhenthe

kingheardIwasmakingabookingforfour

Husband:dearwhoareyoutakingalongwithyou?

Me:it'sjustme,sihle,mpumieandThando.

Husband:ifyouarenottakingallmydaughterin

lawsyoumightaswell,cancelthetrip,invite,

khanyi,zoeyandMinniealso



Me:fine.

ImakeabookingforsevenandIextendtheinvite

tothem,theyallacceptandtheyweresoexcited

togetoutofthehouse,wethenmeetupatthe

mainhouse,everyonewasthere,Iwasridding

with,sihleandmpumieinmycar,khanyi,Minnie

andslayqueenwereridingtogetherinkhanyi'scar,

wemakeourwaytothespa,wegetthereand

Thandowaswaitingforusalready,Icouldsee

Thandowasdisappointedtoseezoey.

Zoey:Hierkom grootkak(herecomesbigshit)

Me:zoey,sorrywhatwasthat,youjustsaid?

Zoey:nothingmam .

Me:Ithoughtso

IgoandhuggThando

Me:andhowismygrandbabydoing?(herbelly

wasbeginningtoshow)

Thando:wearedoingfinema,sherubsherbelly(i

couldtellshewantedtoannoyzoeyandmyGod

waszoeyannoyed)



Khanyiandzoeychoosetodothesamething,

Thandoandzoeywon'tbeabletodomuchsince

theyarepregnant,theydecidetomassagetheir

feetandhaveapedicureandmanicure ,Minnie

beingMinniedecidedtodoabubblerap,alone,I

willneverunderstandthatgirl,shelikesherown

companywaytoomuch,ThandoandIdoamud

bath,mpumieandsihlegoforafullbodymassage,

wesplitupanddoourthing,afterwearedone,

wewerenowsittingatourtable,havinglunch

Sihlebeingthequeenofmess,decidestostirthe

pot

Sihle:sozoey,Ihearyouarepregnant,congrats

toyouandThandocauseIhearyouhavethesame

babydaddy.

Khanyi:sihlewillyoujuststopbeingmessyfor

once.

Me:Isecondthat.

Sihle:ThandoIhearbossladysaid,helltothenoto

isethembu.

Thando:don'tworryaboutthisisiwula



esiphambanisayo,amsureiwillhavemyway.

Zoey:whatdidyoujustcallme?

Sihle:ooh,Iforgotmyjobasatranslator,how

couldI?,shesimplycalledyouabloodyfool.

(shelaughs)

Zoey:listenheremompie,sihleyoucantakea

breakasatranslator,Iwilltranslate,mompie

meansretard,justbecauseyouandIgotfuckedby

thesamedickandwebothgotknockedup,it

doesn'tmeanwearefriends,infactwearefarfrom

it,sorespectmyspaceandstaythefuckaway

frommymarriage,causeIwillfuckyouupand

bad.

Thando:asforyoufuckingmeup,sorryzoeyI

don'tdowomen,Bandilecanatesttothatandwho

saidanythingaboutusbeingfriends?,Igaveyou

yourdamnspaceandamnotcompetingwithyou

causeyouandIwillneverbeinsameclass.

Me:goodamgladyouunderstandqueensdon't

competewithhoe's.

Thando:whothefuckareyoucallingahoe?,Iwill



rearrangethatfacebitch.

Me:enoughyoutwoWillyoupleasebehave.

Thando:zoey,youbettergetusedtothefactthat

amhereandheretostayamnotgoinganywhere,

meandmybabyareheretostay.

Zoey:amsorryqueenmotherbutijusthaveone

lastmessageforthisloskop(airhead)here,the

messageisfromkarmagirl,karmasaysIshould

tellyousheisjustsharpeninghernailsand

finishingherdrink,shewillbewithyoushortly

.(shegetsupandgoestokhanyi'scar,khanyi

goesafterher

Me:nowthatyoutwoaredonewithyourlittlecat

fightcanwegetinsideagain?

weallgotothesteamroomandrelax,therewasno

fightingthistime

Wegetoutofthesteamroom,wegetdressed,fix

ourhair,putonmakeupandweleave,iwas

riddingwithsihle,Thando(shehadcomewitha

urber),mpumi,sihlewastheonedrivingus,

khanyiwaswithmadamslayqueenandMinnie,



khanyiwastheonedriving,wegethome,wewere

allsotired,mpumigoesstraighttoherroom,

Thandousedtheguestroom,Igotomyroomand

sleep,sihle,khanyi,Minnieandzoeyallgototheir

houses.

Bandile

Thetimewasnow7:00pm,Iwaswithunathiand

siphamandlasincetheladieswerenotaround,we

decidedtojustchillandplayafifagame'sona

playstation,Iwasbusygivingunathianass

whoopingonagame,whenmywifewalksin,she

lookedpissed,Igivesphamandlamyjoystickfor

himtocontinuewiththegame,Igoandcheckon

mywife

Me:zoeareyoufine?

Zoey:doIlooklikeamfine?.

Bandile:babypleasedon'tshootmeforasking,

youlookangryandit'snotgoodformybabies.



Zoey:fine,yourbabymamaisgettingonmylast

nerve.

me:whathasshedonenow?.

Sort:justbecauseyoufuckedherandknockedher

up,shethinksshecaninsultme,mezoeyWilliams.

Me:andhowdidshedothat?.

Zoey:shecalledmeabitchamongstothernames.

Bandile:andamsureyouhadplentytotellherafter

that.

Zoey:noIjuststoodthereandletherinsultme,of

courseItoldhertogotothenearestriverandjump

.

Me:see?,youarenotsoinnocentafterall,Iwill

talktoThando.

Zoey:andletherthinkamweakandyoufightmy

battlesforme,nooit(never)

Me:thenwhatdoyouwantmetodo?

Zoey:thefactthatyouarelettingmeventis

helping.



Bandile:justcalmdownyouarestressingmy

babiesandifanythinghappenstothemiwillkill

you.

Zoey:fine

shechangesintoherpyjamsandgoestobed,Igo

backdownstairs andplaymygamewithmy

brothers

Unathi:whatwasthatabout?

Me:womenstuff,trustmeyoudon'twanttoknow.

Siphamandla:whatthehellhappenedatthisspa

day?

Me:zoeyandThandowereatitagain.

Siphamandla:amjustgladitwasn'tkhanyiand

sihle.(welaugh)

Unathi:amjustgladwewerenotthereatall.

Meandsiphamandla:cheerstothat.

Wejustcontinueeattingsnacksandplayingour

fifagameuntil23:h00,unathiandsphaleave,I

goandchangeintopyjamasandIsleep,zoeywas



tiredsoIletherbeeventhoughIwashorny.

[09/30,10:57] :Insert28

Bandile

Ithasbeenaroughcoupleofmonths,Thandohad

practicallymovedintotheroyalhouse,causeshe

isforeverthere,shewasnowalmostsevenmonths

pregnant,zoeywasnowalmostsixmonths

pregnantandithasbeenroughtakingcareofthis

women,especiallymydramaqueen,Thandowas

theeasyoneandwasnotdemandingaszoey,i

wasstillpeacefullysleeping,whenzoeywakesme

up,Ilookatthetimeitwasthreeam,whatthefuck

Me:zoeyit'sthreeam,gobacktosleep.

Zoey:butIwantIcecream,withpeanutbutterand

syrup.

Me:Iwillgetthatforyouinthemorning,please

baby.



Shestartscrying,ohshit,Ididn'tsignupforthis

Zoey:soitisallaboutwhatBandilewantsscrew

meandmybabies.

Me:Ididn'tsaythat,sodon'tputwordsinmy

mouthandfineIwillgoandgetyouyourpeanut

buttericecream.

Zoey:don'tforgetthesyrup.

Iignoreherandgotothekitchen,Itaketheice

cream,scoopicecreamintoabowl,addsome

peanutbutterandsyrup,whatawierdcombination

,whoeatsthisthings,Itakeittoherandgiveher

thebowl

Zoey:Idon'twantthatanymore,Iwantcheese

curlswithsourcream.

Me:zoeyyoucan'tbeserious,pleasejusteatyour

icecreamandgotobed.

Zoey:amnoteatingthat,causeIdon'twantthat,

soyoudon'tcareaboutwhatIwant?

Me:ofcoursenotzoebutyouandyourbloody

hormonesandcravingsarenottakingiteasyon



me.

Zoey:fine,meandmyhormoneswillgoandsleep

intheguestroom untillIgivebirth.

Me:no,no,nopleasedon't(zoeywasaserious

sexaddictthisdays)Iwillgoandgetthecheese

curlsandsourcreamforyou.

IgoandplacetheIcecreaminthefridge,Itakethe

cheesecurlsandsourcreamtoher,shestarts

eatting,Ilookatthetimeitwasfouram,igoback

tosleep,whileshecontinueseatting,Idon'teven

knowwhatshedidassoonasIwenttosleep,am

awokenbythesoundofzoeycrying,Iopenupmy

eyesandshewaslookingatherselfinthemirror

Me:heybabywhat'swrong?

Zoey:(shewasstillcrying)amwhat'swrong,

lookatme,amfat,amnolongerthesexyzoey,

lookatme,myclothesdon'tfitanymore.

Me:butyouarepregnantandwithtwinssoweight

gainisexpected.

Zoey:soyoualsothinkamfat?



shedidn'tevengivemeachancetorespond,she

stormsout,Igoafterher,shegoesintothe

kitchenandshestartstoeattheicecreamand

peanutbuttermix,Ihadmadeforherealier

Me:babyamsorry(ihadtoapologiseevenifI

didn'tdoanythingwrong)

Zoey:goaway,getawayfromthisfatpig.

Me:but.Ididn'tcallyouthat,youarenotfatbaby.

Zoey:sonowyouarelyingtome,BandileDlamini,

whoareyou?

Me:babypleaseforgiveme,Ihaveafeelingam

goingtoregretthisbuthereismyblackcard.

Zoey:(shesmilesandshegivesmeahugg)you

arethebesthusbandever.

Sherunsupstairs,getsreadyfortheday,shecalls

khanyi,minnieandhertwofriends,Lethaboand

Laurenandofftothemalltheywent.

Unathicallsmeandhesaysheiswithsphamandla

athishouse,Idecidetogoandjointhem,whenI

getthere,theywerebusyplayinggames



Unathi:soIhearyouarespoilingtheladiestoday.

Me:trustmeIhadto,zoeyplushormonesequals

toonebigdisaster,getthisshewakesmeupat

threeamandshesaysshewantssomeicecream,

withpeanutbutterandsyrup,Iaskhertosleep,

shecries,Igoandmaketheicecream,sheno

longerwantsone,shewantscheesecurlsandsour

cream,Imeanwhoeatsthat?

Unathi:pregnantwomanofcourse.

Me:thatisnotevenhalfofit,Ifinallygobackto

sleep,Iwakeuptothesoundofhercryingand

callingherselffat,Itellhersheispregnantso

weightgainisexpected.

Siphamandla:youshouldn'thavesaidthatdumb

head,neverevertellawomansheisfatevenifshe

callsherselffat,it'satrap,shewillkillyou,just

sayyouhavegainedweightinalltherightplaces

andIlike.

Me:Ilearnedthatthehardway,trustme,Ihadto

apologiseathousandtimes,Ican'taffordtobein

thedoghouse,zoeyisasexfreakthisdays.



Spha:welcometoourworld,youhavenotseen

anythingman,thebabiesarestillcommingthe

diaperchanging,latenightbottlemakingandyou

havethreekidsontheway,goodluckmyman,

goodluck.

Me:thanksfornothing.

nathiandspha:yourwelcome

Wecontinueplayingourgame.

Thando

Queenmotherwasreallyspoilingme,Bandilealso

madesureIhaveeverythingIneed,mypregnancy

wasthebestpregnancyever,IjustwishIknewfor

surethatthiswasBandile'schild,queenmother

andthekingwereoutoftown,zoey,khanyiand

Minniehadgoneout,soIdecidetocallsihle,we

wereliterallybored,theguyswerebusywithgames

,sowedecidetogotoaspa,sihlewastheone



havingfun,Ijusthadapedicureandamanicure,

wethenwegotothisresturant,webumpinto

sanele,hewaswithlunga,itwasreallyawkward

causehejustkeptstarringatme,Iwasreally

uncomfortable,theydecidetocomeandjoinus,It

wasreallyweird,Iwasnowreallysuper

uncomfortable,butamsuresihledidn'tevennotice

athingasshewasinherownworld,wefinish

havinglunch,wepartwayswithsaneleandlunga,

wedecidetogoandwatchamovie,afterthemovie

westopforsomecoupleofsnacksandwego

home,Iwaswithmpumieinthemainhouse,she

reallyisnotaneasypersontotalkto,sheisforever

moodyandgrumpy,butIwasnowusedtoherand

iknewhowtohandleher,Icooksuperforus,we

eatandwegowatchtelevision,IwastiredsoIgo

straighttobed,mpumiedissapearstowherever

Shedisappearsto.

Nompumelelo



AsyouknowbynowamthelastbornoftheDlamini

family,thereasonamforevergrumpyandmoody,

isbecauseamkeepingasecretfrommyentire

familyanditisabouttoblowupinmyfacenow

thatamdonewithmystudies,youseeama

lesbianandiknowmomanddadwillhavenoneof

that,theyWillneverunderstand,theyhave

arrangedformetobemarriedintoanotherroyal

familyalreadybutmyexcusewasamstillstudying,

Ihaveagirlfriend,Ispendmostofmytimewith

her,hernameisTrinasheisabutchlesbian,that

iswhatIloveabouther,momisgoingtofreakout

fordayswhenIfinallycomeoutofthecloset,

causeIcan'tmarrythatdude,whoeverheisnever.

AftermysupperwithThando,IgoandseeTrina,I

enjoyspendingtimewithherplusIgettogetaway

fromtheroyaldrama.

Lethabo

Asyouknowamzoey'sbestie,shehadcalledme



ealiertomeetupwithher,khanyi,Laurenand

Minnie,wespendourdaybydoingsomeserious

shopping,IwasgettingmarriedtomyPrince

charming,everythingwasperfectinourworld,am

gettingmarriednextweek,sincezoeispregnant,

shewillnotbepartofthebridalparty,butshewill

saythebestfriendspeechandwillalsoconducta

toast,myothergirlLaurenwasmymatroneof

honour,Icouldn'twaittogethitched,Iseriously

couldn'twaittobeMrssanelezungu,Iwastrulyin

love.Aftershoppingwegohavelunch,wethengo

toafunparkandthenwehadtogocause

apparentlyauntyBellawantedtogohomeandshe

couldn'tbabysitaminutelonger.Idecidetogo

andvisitbae,heseemeddistant,likehewasnot

hisusualself,Ijusthopeheisnothiddinganything

fromme.

[09/30,10:57] :Insert29

Zoey



Iwokeupatfouram,Iwasstarvinghungryand

tiredplusmyfeetwereswollen,IwishIwouldgive

birthalreadyamseriouslytired,Imeanwhowakes

upatfouramtogoandeat,mypoorhubbywas

stillsleeping,Igotothebathroom,domyhygine

processessinceIwasnolongersleepy,Ilotion,I

didn'tknowwhattowear,Iwearthismaternity

dress,itmademelookfat,Ilookatthetimeitwas

04:45,itwasmorningalready,Imightaswell

wakehubbyup

Me:babywakeup.

Bandile:oohGod,whatisitagain?.

Me:don'tyouwantaquicky?

Bandile:amup,babyamup.(youshouldhave

seenhowquicklyhesatup)

Me:doesmybuttlookhugeInthisdressorisitme?

Bandile:babyyoulookamazing,butanywaythat

isnotwhyyouwokemeup,thequickyremember?

Me:lookatme,Ihaveaseriousproblem,Ilook

likeawhaleinthisdressandyouwanttohavesex?



,Idon'tthinkso.

Bandile:youaresodamnevil,youwokemeupjust

toaskifyourbuttlookhuge,letmebehonest,I

lied,youlookhorribleinfactawhalelookseven

better,youlooklikeahippo(helaughs)

Itakeapillowandthrowitathim ,gotothe

bathroom,crymyassoff

Bandile:youdidn'ttakemeseriouslydidyou?,

babyyoulookamazingandyouhavegainedweight

inalltherightplaces,amlovingthempregnancy

curvesgirl.

Me:really?

Bandile:yesofcoursebaby,nowgivemesome

sugar

Me:amnotinthemood,nowletmegoandchange

AndlikethatIwasout,IwentintomyclosetandI

getanavybluebabydolldressandwhitelegging

sincemostthingsthatmakemelookcutedidnt

lookgoodonmenow,myhairwasgrowingback

andfast,Iwaslovingmyshorthairlook,Ijust



combandstylemyhair,nomakeup,Igodown

stairs,Ilookatthetime,itwasnowsixam,Iget

myselfmyfavouriteavoandaglassofsourcream

milk,itwasamazing,Ithensettleforsandwichit

hadtunaandpeanutbutter,Iwasstillenjoying

whenBandilecomesdownstairs

Bandile:eew,whatareyoueatting?.

Me:tunaandpeanutbuttersandwitchanditis

amazing.

Bandile:ifyousayso,don'tyoudarekissme

beforeyoubrushyourteethagain.

Me:really?

Bandile:yes

Hesitsandhesettleforsomecereal,whilehe

watchesthenews,Idothedishesandwewereout

thedoor,weweregoingtomydoctors

appointment,weweregoingtofindoutthegender

ofourbabiesandthenweweregoingtonamethem

,wegettothedoctorsoffice,thedoctortellsme

andBandilewearehavingaboyandagirl,wewere

soextremelyexcitedshame,wewereonourway



home,whenIdecideIwant,nandoschicken,pap

andrelish,ItellBandile,hegoesandbuythefood

forme,wegethome,Bandiledecideshewillwork

fromhome,wediscussourbabiesnames,Bandile

namesourbabyboyLwaziwhichapparently

meansknowledge,Inamehim,Liamwhichmeans

strongwilledworrior,itwassettledourboywas

LwaziLiamDlamini,Bandiledecidestonameour

babygirlkhweziwhichapparentlymeansmorning

brightstar,Inameherzahleewhichmeans

princess,soitwassettledshewaskhwezizahlee

Dlamini,Icouldn'twaitforkhweziandLwazitobe

born,iwasreallyhappy,thedoctorsaidishould

takeiteasyso,bandiledecidesthatauntybellawill

behelpingmeouttilligivebirth,thenwewillgeta

nannyforthefirstfewmonths,Iwasthrilledshame

,bandilegoestohisstudyandhewasonbusiness

calls,soIdon'tdisturbhim,Igoandtakeanap.

Thando



Queenmotherwasbackbutthekingwas

apparentlystillconductingsomebusiness,Ihada

doctor'sappointmenttoday,bandilewastaking

zoeytoherscan,soIdecidetotakequeenmother

withme,shewasthrilledthatam involvingherin

mypregnancy,Igotothekitchenfindajarof

pickles,Ieatthemlikethereisnotommorrow,

queenmothercomesandmakeafullEnglish

breakfast,itwasjustmeandher,Ididn'twantto

knowthegenderofmybaby,butqueenmother

convincedmeotherwise,shewasexcitedabout

thebaby,Ijustwishediwastheoneexpecting

twinsandnotzoey,wefinishourbreakfast,aunty

Bellawastheresotherewasnoneedforustodo

thedishes,wegetintoqueenmother'scarandwe

gotomydoctorsappointment,Igettherethe

doctordoesascan,hearingmybaby'sheartbeat

warmsmeupeverytime,thedoctortellsmeam

havingababygirl

Me:thatissocute,amgoingtonameher

Nomcebo(motherofwealth)afterhergrand

mother.



Queenmother:thatissosweetofyouandam

goingtonameherJaylar(theonewhoisspecial)

Me:thankyou,IhopeBandiledoesn'tkillusfor

naminghisdaughterinhisabsence.

Queenmother:nonsense,hewilllovethenames

nomceboJaylarDlamini.

Weleavemydoctorsofficeandwegostraight

home,Ifeltreallytired,Ikepthopingandwishing

mybabybelongstoBandileandthatsanelewill

keephisdistance,besidesheisgettingmarried

soon,sohisattentionshouldbeonhisbridetobe

andnotme,Idecidetogoandtakeanap.

Thenextday

Bandile

Iwasstillpeacefullysleeping,whenIhear,clothes

beingthrownontopofme.



Me:zoeywhatisgoingon?

Zoey:(shewassoexicited,shewasjumpingup

anddown likealittlekid)getupandgetdressed

Me:whyareyouthisexcited?,didyouwinlottoor

something

Zoey:nohubby,wearegoingtodoyoga,

apprentlyitisgoodformypregnancy.

Me:whotoldyouthat?,causeIwanttokillthem

andburythem wheretheirbodieswon'tbefound.

Zoey:Googledid.

Me:andyoulistenedtodoctorGoogle?

Zoey:Icheckedwithmydoctor,itiscompletely

fine.

Me:okayfinegotoyouryoga,withyourinstructor.

Zoey:butIwantustobondasfamily

Me:(Imoveclosetoher)Iknowanexercisewe

cando,thatIlikeandwecanbondatthesame

time

Zoey:getupandgetdressed,thenwecancome



backandbondyourway,butonlyafteryoga.

Me:damnyouGoogle,imagineme,thewholeme

Bandiledoingyoga.

Zoey:please,pleasedothisforme,justthisone

time.

Igetupandgetdressed,theyogainstructor

arrives,itwasSaturdaysoeveryonewashome,

wegotothelawn,setupandstartdoingyoga,this

shitissoannoying,Ithoughtitwassupposedto

helponerelax,allthatstretchingreallywas

annoying plusIcouldn'tdomostofthethings,

zoeyontheotherhandlookedlikeapro,wewere

Stillbusy,doingyoga whenmytwoidiotic

brotherscomelaughingtheirassoff

Me:baby,looktheyarelaughingatme.

Zoey:babyignorethem,theyarejustjealous

Spha:(helaughs)amlovingsissophie'smoves,

howaboutyounathi?

Me:(Istop)whothehellississophie?,causeit

isMelanieandzoeyonly.



Unathi:youofcourse,youbigdummy,yesspha

amlovingthem,howaboutyouamuseussome

more,sissophie

Ibegintochaseafterthem,mylegswhereinpain,

soIdon'tgetthatfar,damnzoeyandheryoga.

Idecidetositandwatchzoedoherthing,afterwe

goandtakeashowerandwehavebreakfast,I

decidetogoandcheckonThandoatthemain

house,sheshowsmethelatestscan,apprently,

sheandmomnamedthebabybutshedidn'twant

totellmethenamesyet.

[09/30,10:57] :Insert30

Zoey

TodaywasWednesdayanditwaslethabo's

weddingday,onlymyfriendcangetmarriedinthe

middleoftheweekandgetsawaywithit,Iwas

reallythrilledforher,myfriendgetstohaveher

happilyeverafter,IwakeBandileup,wegoanddo



ourhygineprocessesandthengetdressed,we

weresortofinahurrysincewewerealmostlate

andBandilewaspartofthegroomsmen,weget

dressed,Imakesure,mynailsandmakeupwe're

onpoint,Idecidetowearmy32inchpeavulian

weavesinceIhadshorthair,Iwaslookinggood,

Bandilewasshoutingformetohurry,wefinallygo

downstairs,auntybellacomes,talkaboutperfect

timing,Ihandherthekeys,thetimewasnow09:

05andtheweddingwasatten,Bandilegoesto

wimpyandbuysussomebreakfast,wegettothe

lodgeweretheweddingwasbeingheld,youcould

feeltheexcitementintheair,theplacewasbuzzing

withactivities,afterallitwasLethabogetting

married,IgototheroomsheandLaurenwere

using,ihuggbothmygirls

Me:friendIjustwanttowishyouallthebestIyour

weddingdayandonyourmarriage

Lethabo;thankyou,nomorespeeches,savethat

forlatercauseyouaregoingtomakemecry.

Me:fineandbythewayyoulookabsolutely

stunning.



Lethabo:thankyou,nowlet'sgetthisshowinthe

road,Idon'twanttobelate.

Me:relaxfriendit'syourday,youarethebridethey

canwaitforyou,it'snotliketheycanstarta

weddingwithoutyou.(welaugh)

Igotomyassignedseat,thebridalpartywalks

downtheaisle,welooktorightandtherewas

lethabointhisbeautifulhorseandcarriage,she

trulylookedlikeaprincess,asshebegantowalk

downtheaisle,allofmebyJohnlegendstarts

startsplaying,Iwasliterallyintearsdamnthis

hormones,theceremonystarts

Pastor:ladiesandgentlemanwearegathered

heretodaytojointogetherinhollymatrimony,

Lethaboandsanele,ifthereisanyonewhohasa

reasonwhythistwoshouldn'tbejoinedtogether,

speaknoworforeverholdyourpeace(Lethabo

waslookingateveryone,withdaretryanythingand

Iwillkillyou,look,nooneobjects)

Pastor:sincetherearenoobjections,wemayvery

wellcontinue,doyousanelezungutakeLethaboto



beyourlawfullyweddedwife.

Sanele:ohyesido,againandagain.

Pastor:doyouLethabotakesanelezungutobe

yourlawfullyweddedhusband?

Lethabo:withnodoubtIabsolutelydo.

Pastor:nowamundertheimpressionthatyoutwo

havewrittenyourownvows,pleaseexchange

thosevowsasyoualsoexchangeringssanele

Sanale:lethobo,myleejoy,fromthemomentIfirst

laidmyeyesonyou,tillthisverymoment,Iknew

youweretheoneforme,myheartbeat,mysmile

keeper,asIputthisringonyoutodayinfrontof

Godandallthiswitnesses,amnotsaying

challengesandtroublewon'tcomeinourmarriage

butIpromisetowalkwithyouthroughthose

challenges(heputsaringinherfinger),Iloveyou

andyouonly,IvowbeforeGodandallthispeople

tobethehusbandyoudeserveandmoreandI

promisetolove,respectandcherishyoutilldeath

douspart,againIsayIloveyouandyouonly

(almosteveryladyincludingmewasintears)



Pastor:Lethabothefloorisnowyours

Lethabo:sanele:youwerealwaysminetohave

andIwasalwaysyourstohave,Ipromiseinfrontof

Godandallthiswitnesses,tobeyoursandyours

too,whereeveryougo,Igoasyouanditodayare

oneflesh,myloveforyouknowsnoboundaries,

yourjoyismyjoy,yourpainismypain,Iloveyou

toinfinityandbeyond(sheplacesaringonhis

finger,iwasintearsagaindamnthishormones)

Pastor:nowthatyouhaveexchangedyourvows

andrings,Icansafetlysay,bythepowervestedin

me,inowpronounceyouMrandMrssanele

zungu,saneleyoumaynowkissyourbride.

Theykiss,theydothistraditionAmericanslaves

usedtodoasanindicationofmarriagesincethey

weren'tallowedtogetmarriedofjumpingthe

broom,Lethabosaysshehasalwayswantedtodo

that,itwascocktailhour,Ihadjoinedthebrideand

groomandtheirbridalparty,Icouldn'tsaynoto

myfriend,wegoandtakepictureseventhoughI

looklikeawhale,BandileandImanagetosneakin

acoupleofpregnancyphotos.



Wegotothereceptionarea,everyonewassaying

theirspeechesandwishingthenewlymarried

coupleallthebest,itwasnowtimeformyspeech,

IgetcalledandIgotothefront,

Me:IwouldlovetosaythankyoutoMrandMrs

zunguforfindingmeworthyofstandinginfrontof

themandyouontheirspecialdaytosayacouple

ofwords,myfriendLethabo,wehavebeen

throughalottogether,weexchangemanysecrets,

butamaafraid,Ican'tsharewithyouasecrettoa

happymarriage,causeitremainsjustthatasecret,

sonoonecansayforsuretheyknowwhata

secrecttoahappymarriageis,somyadviceto

youasanewlymarriedcouplewouldbe,loveone

anotherunconditionally,don'tlettherespectyou

haveforeachotherfadealongtheway,beloyal

andbehonestwitheachother,transparencyis

veryimportantanddon'tkeepsecretsfrom each

other,assecretshaveawayofcommingout,last

butnotleastinamarriageyouhavetolearnhowto

compromise,it'sallaboutgiveandtake,whenyou

getmarriedyougiveuptheIforus,soIhastobe



behindusallthetime,thankyou.

Iwasthelastonetomakeaspeech,sowestart

partyingandboydidweparty,Ievenforgot,Iwas

pregnantandwassupposedtobetakingiteasy,

Bandilewashavingthetimeofhislife,hewas

drunk,IgoandtalktoLethaboandLauren

Lethabothanksusforeverything,Idecidetocallit

anight,Bandilewasdrunk,soIdriveushome,

goodthingIcouldstilldrive,Bandilekepttellingme

howmuchhelovedme,Ithinktheweddingbutgot

tohim,wegethome,parkthecarinthegarage,

wewereusingthegarageentrancesincethekeys

wereatthemainhouse,Bandilegetsoutofthecar

andherushedtothebathroominthelaundryroom,

hevomits,serveshimrightfordrinkingwaytoo

much,Iwastired,Ichangeintomypyjamas,

Bandilecomesupstairshejusttakesoffhis

clothesandremainwithhisbvd,hethrowshimself

onthebedandhewasout,Iwastiredtoosoijust

decidetosleep.



Thenextdaysanele

Sanele

Mybeautifulwifewasstillsleeping,shewastired

shame,wewereonlyleavingforourhoneymoon

laterintheday,Iwakeupanddomyhygine

processes,getdressed,thiswholeThandothing

wasreallybotheringme,ImeanhereIamstarting

mymarriagewithadarkcloudlingeringoverme,I

don'twanttokeepthissecrectfrommywife,I

couldbarelylook.Bandileintheeye,itakemy

phone,idialThando'snumberoverandoveragain,

shecompletelyignoredmycalls,Igobackinthe

roomandItakemyprivatephone,Icallhershe

imediatelganswers

Me:Thandowhythehellareyouignoringmycalls

?.

Thando:sanelemaan,youjustgotmarried,forget

meandmyunbornbaby.



Me:Thando,Bandileismarried,Idon'tseeyou

ignoringhimandinfactyouareattheRoyalhouse

now.

Thando:forgetaboutmeandmyunbornchild,my

babyalreadyhasafather.

Me:soyouwanttodestroybandile'smarriageat

myexpense?

Thando:wouldyouratherIdestroyedyour

marriage?,forgetaboutmeandmybabyamsure

shewillbefine.

Me:soyouarehavingagirl?(shehangsup)

Ihearmywifecallingoutmyname,igotoher

Me:amsorrybabyiwasinanimportantphonecall

Lethabo:fine,whydidntyouwakemeup?

Me:youlooked.SobeatufulandpeacefulplusI

knowyouaretired.

Shegoesandgetready,weleaveandgotothe

airport,weweregoingtoHawaii,Iwasreally

lookingfowardtothat,IwilldealwiththisThando

messonceandforallwhenireturn.



[09/30,10:58] :Insert31

Zoey

ThandowasreadytopopatanyminutenowandI

waseightmonthspregnant,thedoctorsaidicould

givebirthatanygivenmoment,itwashighly

unlikelythatIwillcarrytotermsince,Iwas

carryingtwins,thedoctortoldmetobeonbedrest

,LethaboandLaurenwerecommingtocheckon

melaterintheday,khanyiwasonabusinesstrip

withhubby,Minnieandsihlewerebusyworkingat

arelative'sfuneral,IwassoluckyIwaspregnant,

IknowIcouldn'thandlethat,Bandilewasworking

athomehewaskeepinganeyeonmeandThando

sincewecangivebirthatanymoment.

LaurenandLethabowerefinallyhere,Lethabowas

glowingshame,youcouldtellsanelewastreating

herright,Iwashappytobewithmygirls,pitywe

can'tgotoacluboramall,wesitoutsidecatching

up,LaurenandLethaboweredrinkingwineandit



wasjustpurewaterforme,Iwasenjoyingmyself

shame,mygirlswereontheotherleveltrustme,

weareacrazybunch,mysweetinnocentLauren

wasnolongersoinnocentshehasaboyfriendhis

nameisBradly,fromthesoundofthings,they

seemprettymuchserious,Ithinkamhearing

weddingbells,butwithLaurenyouneverknow,

shealwayssaidshedoesn'teverwanttoget

married.

Sanele

Ithasbeenthreeweeksnow,LethaboandIwere

backfromourhoneymoonandwehadnowsettled

inintoournewhouse,itwasnowtimetogettothe

bottomofthando'spregnancyonceandforall,i

callherandsheignoresmycalls,Iknowshewas

attheroyalhouse,soIdrivethere,Iknowthereis

achancethatbabycouldbemine,Igetthere,Igo

straighttothemainhouse,thequeenwasnot

around,sowasmpumie ,Iknowthekingisoutof



town,soitwasjustThandointhehouse,Iknock

andsheopensthedoorforme

Thando:sanelewhatthehellareyoudoinghere?

Me:isthebabyyouarecarryingmineornot,be

honestforonceinyourmiserablelife.

Thando:Itoldyou,forgetaboutmeandmyuborn

babyanddaughterhasafatheralready.

Me:youmustbecrazyandforgetaboutababy

thatcouldpossiblybemine,youclearlygotme

twisted.

Thando:sanelecanwepleasenotdothishere,

meetmeatmyapartment,Bandilecan'tfindout

thereisachancethebabycan'tbehisplease.

AllIheardwasabandile'svoicesaying"what?",

wedidn'thearhim,comein,heclearlylooked

pissed.

Thando:(shestartscrying)Bandileisnotwant

youthink,pleaseletmeexplain.

Bandile:stopwithyourfreakingcrocodiletears

andtellwhothefuckcouldalsobeyourdaddybaby



causeclearlyamnottheonlyonethatfuckedyou.

Thando:BandilethisisyourbabyIcanfeelit.

Me:wouldyouforgetaboutyourfuckingfeelings

andwhatyouwantforonceandtellthefreaking

truth.

Thando:willyoupleaseshutthefuckup,Bandile

pleaselistentome.

Bandile:Thandoamdonewithyourlyingass,

sanelewhosechildcouldthishoeingbitchbe

carrying?(hewasclearlypissed)

Me:amsoashamedtosaythisbutthiscouldbe

mychild

Bandile:what?

IhaveneverseenBandilesopissed,heturnstome

andhestartshittingmewithfiests

Bandile:(hewasbusyhittingme)andyouletme

takecareoftheresponsibilitythatcouldbeyours

thiswholetime,Itookhertomostofherdoctors

appointments,mymomwasalsotakingherand

youjuststoodthereandletme,Iwascheckingup



onhereverydayman.

Me:Iwantedtotellyouman,butshesaidifitold

you,shewouldtelleveryoneIrapedher.

Bandile:thatisnoexcuse,Ican'tkillhernow

becausesheispregnantbutIcankillyou

hejustcontinueskickingme,Thandowasnow

literallyscared,shescreams,thenshepeeson

herself,bandileignoresher.

Thando:(shescreams),Ithinkthebabyis

comming.

Lethabo

Wewerebusyhavingfunwithmyfriendswhenwe

hearThandoscream,weallrushthere,tofindout

whatthescreamingwasabout,wegettothemain

houseonlytofindBandilehittingsaneleand

Thandoscreaming"ithinkthebabyiscomming"

ThankGodsphacamehome,heseparatedthetwo

bullswhileLauren,attendstoThando,zoeyjust



stoodthereshocked.

sphamandla:youtwoarefriendswhatisgoingon?

.

Bandile:sphaletmekillthesonofabitch,doyou

knowthebabyThandoiscarryingcouldbehis.

Me:what?,saneleyoucheatedonmeandliedto

yourfriend,thiswholetime,bandilewhatareyou

waitingfor?,killthebastard.

Iwasgettingreadytostormout,whenzoeysays"i

thinkmywaterjustbroke"

Iimmediatelyattendtomyfriendwhowas

screamingherlungsout,youknowmyfriend

beingadramaqueen,sphacallsforanother

ambulance

Bandile:assoonasthatbabyisborn,IwantaDNA

test

Sanels:Iwilltalktoafriendofmine,shewilldothe

DNAtestassoonasthebabyisoutofthewomb

andgiveustheresultimmediately,soThando

doesn'tgetachancetodoherdirtytricks.



Inolongerpaidattentiontothem,myattentionwas

onzoey,bandilewasbyherside,shesowantedto

kickhisass,withherleg,butshewasinsomuch

pain,shecouldn'titwasactuallyfunny,the

paramedicscomeandtakebothladiestothe

hospital,bandilewaswithzoeyintheambulance

withzoey,whilesanelewentwithThando,while

Lauren,sphamandlaandIfollowedwithhiscar,I

justwantthisThandobitchtogivebirthalready,so

weknowherbabydaddy,Ihopeit'sBandilecause

zoeyhadacceptedalready,Iontheotherhand

don'tknowwhatthismeansformymarriage.

[09/30,10:58] :Itoldyouguysyouweren'tready

Insert32

Thando

Ihadjustfinishedgivingbirthtoababygirl,when

suddenlythedoctortellsmethereisanotherbaby



comming.

Me:what?,IwastoldIwasexpectingonlyone

child(asiscream,Igettheedgetopushmyother

babyout)

Theywerecleaningthemyotherbaby,theother

babyfinallyarraives,itwasalsoababygirl,they

takeherforamedicalcheckup,thenursebrings

thefirsttwin,thankGodshewasanexactreplicaof

Bandile,somybabiesbelongtoBandile,Igiveher

thenamenomcebojaylar,asforthesurname

Bandilewillhavetodecide,theyhadalready

conductedDNAtestonthefirsttwin,Iwasn't

worriedatall,Icouldtell,shewasaDlaminino

doubtinmymindwhatever,Iwassorelieved,they

bringthesecondtwin,iwassoshocked,she

lookednothinglikethefirsttwin,infactshewas

muchlighter,likesanele,Iaskedmyselfwhatis

goingon,firstiwassuprisedIwashavingtwins,

nowmybabiesdon'tlookthesame,whenthey

bringhertome

DNAtestshadbeendonealready,Iwasstill

wonderingwhatisgoingon,whenbothBandileand



sanelewalkin,theylookatthebabiestheywereall

alsosuprisedastowhatisgoingon,whenyou

lookedatmybabies,onelookedlikeBandile,the

otheronelookednothinglikehim,infactshe

lookedlikesanele,apparentlyzoeyhadsafetly

deliveredhertwinslwaziandkhweziandherfriends

werewithher,thedoctorandthelabtechnician

(whoissanele'sfriend)finallywalked,Iwasglad

causeIhadlotsandlotsofquestions

Sanele:Lucia(thelabtechnician)aretheresults

ready?

Lucia:yesmanandtheyareshocking.

Bandile:tellus,thesuspenseiskillingmealready.

Lucia:heregoesnothing,bandilethetestconfirms

99.999%thefirsttwin,whothemothernamed

nomcebojaylarisyourdaughter...

Bandile:sothetwinsaremine?

Lucia:notexcatly

Me:(tearswerenowthreateningmyeyes)what

doyoumeannotexactly,Imeanthetestconfirmed



99.999%

Lucia:willyoupeopleletmefinishgivingyouthe

results,soIcantakemyleave.

Me:fine(Iwaspissedatthispoint.)

Lucia:sanele,Idon'tknowhowyouaregoingto

takethisbut,thesecondtestresultsconfirms99.

999%(iscream)

Bandile:willyoustopwithyourdramaandlether

tellus

Lucia:thankyousir,sanelemyman,

congratulation,thesecondchildisyours,hereare

thetesttoproveit,99.999%baba

Wewereallshocked

Me:(Iwasnowcryingatthispoint)howisthis

possible?.

Bandile:Iwanttoknowalsocausethosebabies

aretwins

Sanelesaysnothing,Ithinkhewasstillinshock

Doctor:IthinkthisiswhereIcomein,Thando's



twinsareheteroparternalsuperfenducationtwins.

Sanele:what'sthatsupposetomean?

Doctor:thisisacasewheretypicaltwinsarehalf

siblings

Bandile:howisthisevenpossible?,causethe

babiesaretwins?

Doctor:heteroparternal(meaningdiffrentfather)

superfenducationtwins,thisoccurswhena

womanhasintercoursewithtwodiffentmenina

shortperiodoftimewhileovulating,it'spossible

forbothmentoimpregnateherseparetly,inthis

casetwodifferentspermsimpregnatetwodifferent

eggs,itisaveryrareandImeanveryrarecasebut

possiableasyoucansee.

Luciaandthedoctorsleavestheroom

Bandile:soyousleptwithsaneleandIonthesame

day?,wowjustwow.

Sanele:weslepttogetherthefollowingmorningand

itwasamistake,don'tgetmewrongIamnot

callingmydaughteramistakecausesheisan



innocentsoul,shewasupsetcausezoeycameto

yourroomattheclub,amsorryforeverything

man,Ishouldhavetoldyousoonerandyou

shouldn'thavefoundoutthewayyoudid,weare

friendsguesswealsosharethesamebabymama.

Bandile:guesswearebothstuckwiththishoe

Sphamandlaandqueenmotherwalkin,Idon'teven

knowwhotoldherIwashere

Sphamandla:sowhodoesthebabybelongto?

Sanele:shehadtwinsandBandileandIbothshare

achildwithher.

Sphaandqueenmother:what?

Queenmother:bandilepleaseexplaintomewhat

isgoingon,Ithoughtthebabywasyours

Bandile:thisthingyouwantedmetomarry,was

carryingtwins,themachinecouldn'tdectectthe

otheronecauseshewashidding,becausesheisa

hoe(icry)shesleptwithmeandthenthefollowing

morningshesleptwithmyfriend,shewas

ovulatingsowebothimpregnatedher,youknow



whatletmegoandcheckonmywifeandmy

babies,iwillcomebackandcheckonmydaughter

,idonthavetimeforthiscircus,sanelecanpayfor

thehospitalbillsinceIpaidforeverythinguptoso

far(Bandileleaves,sphagoesafterhim)

Queenmother:(sheslapsme)howcouldyoudo

thistomyson?,youlittletramp(sheslapsme

againandsheleaves,shewasclearlyupsetand

pissed)

Itwasnowjustmeandsanele,saneledecidedto

nameourdaughtersmangeleLilyzungu,hepays

foreverything,hewasstillfillingformsforthebaby

birthcertificate,whenhiswifeLethabowalksin,

shelookedtiredanddefeated,sanelehuggsher

Sanele:amsosorrybaby,Ishouldhavetoldyou,

whathappenedthatmorning.

Lethabo:it'sfine,amjusthurtcauseIwantedto

haveyourfirstchild(shelooksatme)andyou,am

notzoey,soyoubetterbeababymama,your

relationshipwithsanelebetterbebabymama,baby

daddyonly,ifyoutryanythingiwillshowyou



flames,gotthat?

Me:relaxamnotafteryourstupidman,Ihave

enoughonmyplaterightnow,canyoupleasetake

yourhusbandwithyouandleavemethehellalone.

(theyleave)

Ilookatmybabiesandjustcry,Godwhatamess,

mybabiessharetwodifferentfather's,which

meansIwillhavetoexplaincausetheyaretwins

andtheyhavedifferentlooksandsurname,I

wonderhowIwillprotect,mybabiesfromthis

mess,iwasreallytiredanddefeated.

Zoey

Iwassotiredandmybodywassorefromthec

section,totopitallIcanonlyhaveliquids,Iwas

lostinmyownthoughtswhenhubbywalksinand

helookedpissed

Me:andisthebabyyours?

Bandile:shealsohadtwinsbutonlyonebelongsto



me

Me:what,howisthatpossible?

Bandile:itisrarebutpossible,shehad

heteroparternalsuperfenducationtwins,sheslept

withmeandsanelewhileovulatingsoweboth

impregnatedher.

Me:jooh,atleastIknewshewasexpectingachild

withyou,mypoorfriendonlyfoundoutnow,it

wasn'tenoughshewantedtoruinmymarriage,

nowshehadruinmyfriend'smarriage.

Myheartwasbreakingformyfriend,lethabo,

saneleandsphacomeandseemybabies,

apparentlyQueenmotherwassoupsetsheleft,

visitinghourswerenowover,soeveryonejust

leaves,Itakeanap,Bandilesayshewillcomeand

checkonmeandthekidslater,mybabieswere

cuteshame,Iwatchedthemastheywere

peacefullysleeping,Liamhadtakenmoreof

bandile'sgenesbuthestillhadcurlyhair,while

zahleewasmuchlighterincomplectionlikeme,

shealsohadcurlyhair,hadblackeyeslikeBandile,



butmybabieseyeswerebigbutnottoobigand

theywerekindaofcute,theybothhadhisnose

andearswhichwascute.Ialsofallasleep,Iwas

tiredandinpainshame,buttheyhadgivenmea

littlesomethingtoeasethepain.

[09/30,10:58] :Insert33

Thando

Iwasgettingdischargedtoday,zoeywasgoingto

bedischargedtommorrow,Iwasreallyfeeling

down,dadwascommingtotakemehome,Iwasn't

goingtomyapartmentcauseamgoingtoneed

mom'shelp,Iknowhehadlotsofquestions,I

wakeuptogothebathroom,domyhygine

processes,lotion,wearmyniketracksuitand

sleepers,thenursescomeandhelpmegetmy

babiesready,Ipackmybagsandwaitfordad,dad

finallydoesarraive,hetakesmybagstohiscar,he

comesbackandholdsnomcebo,whileIhold

smangele,hedoesn'tsayawordtomebutIcould



tellhewasbeyondpissed,wegettothecarhe

opensupthecarwestrapthebabiesintheircar

seatscarefullyandmadesurethattheyaresafe,

hedrivesushome,wegethomemom,comesand

takesmangele,whiledadtakesmybagstomy

room,itakejaylar,thetwinsweresleeping,sowe

goandplacethemintheirforbeds,Icomebackto

thelivingroomwheremomanddadweresitting,I

sitdown

Mom :canyoupleasetelluswhere,weasyour

parentsgotitwrong?

Me:mom,youanddaddidnothingwrong

Mom:soyoujustwokeupanddecidedtobecomea

hoe?,IthoughtIwasraisingastrongindependent

woman,awomanwithselfrespectanddignity.

Dad:wealwaysgaveyouwhatyouwant,weeven

madeyouCEOofmyothercompany,youhavea

luxuriousapartmentmostpeoplecanonlydream

of,sowhybesodesparateforamantoapointof

beingimpregnatedbymarriedmen?

Me:dadIloveBandilewholeheartedly,sanele



wasjustamistake(icry)

Mom:youareonlycryingbecauseofthislittle

thingswesaid,yourlifeisgoingtobefullofso

muchdrama,youhavenotseenanythingyet.

Smadecidestocry,Ihearherthroughthebaby

monitor,thankGod.

Mom:goandattendyourchild

Igetupandgoandpicksmangeleupandbreast

feedher,nomcebowasstillsleeping.

Zoey

IwasstillatthehospitalandIwasgetting

dischargedtommorrow,thankGod,mybabies

werewithmeinmyroom,lwaziwasanabsolute

angel,heonlycriedifheneedsanappychangeor

hishungry,otherwisehissuchasweetchild,

madamontheotherhandisatotaldivaandshe

likestoomuchattention,amsureshetakesafter

Bandile,Iwasstillholdingkwezi,tryingtogether



tosleep,whenBandile,khanyi,mom,Minnieand

Anthonywalkin,khanyitakeskhweziandlikethat

shewasquietandout

Me:howdidyoudothat?

Khanyi:youstillhavealottolearnchild.

Mom:congratulationsbaby,Ican'tbelievemy

babyhastwobabiesamsogoingtospoilthem

Anthony:congratsdumbhead(hehuggsme)

Mybabiesweregettingtoomuchattention,yoohit

wasliketheyforgotaboutme,theystayforabout

thirtyminutesandtheyallleave.Mybabieswere

nowsleeping,Iwasnowbored,Ijustgothrough

magazine's,justwhenIwasabouttofallasleep

lwazicries,damn,Icheckhisnappy,itwasfull,I

changethenappy,IstruggledatfirstbutI

eventuallygotitright

Thenextday

Bandile



Mywifewascomminghometoday,Iwasreally

excitedcausemybabieswerecomminghome,I

wakeupandgetready,Igotothemainhouse,I

havebreakfastwithmpumiemomdecidedtosleep

intoday,dadwasonlycommingbacklaterinthe

day,mysisterandIcatchup,Ileavegotomy

house,thenannywasalreadywaitingforme,I

openthedoorandletherin,wearegoingtoneed

herforthreemonthstops,Ishowher,herroom

andIdriveofftothehospital,zoeywasallpacked

andreadytoleave,Itakeherbagstothecar,she

holdskhwezi,whileIholdlwazi,wegettothecar,

strapthemintotheircarseat,wedrivehome,when

wegethome,lwaziwassleeping,kweziwasjust

crying,wegotothehouse,Itakelwazitothe

nursery,whilezoeybreastfeedskhwezi,khwezi

finallysleeps,zoeywastired,soshegoestoour

roomandsleep.

Idecidetocallsanele,sowecansortoutthis

wholeThandomess,Igoandpicksaneleupfrom

hishouse,wedrivetothekhuzwayohouse,damn



securityissotightinthissideoftown,weusethe

intercom,thenopenupforus,wegetintotheyard

andweparkthecarandweknockonthefrontdoor,

Thando'smomopensthedoorforus,sheushersus

intothelivingroom,wesitandwaitforThando's

father,hefinallycomesdownstairs

Mrkhuzwayo:gentlemanhowcanIhelpyou?

Sanele:wecametosortoutthiswholebabiesissue

Mrkhuzwayo:what'stheretosortout,weboth

knowThandohadtwinsandeachbabybelongsto

thebothofyou,whichremindsme,saneleIwantR

50000fordamages,it'sonlyfairthatyoupaythat

amountsinceBandilepaidthatamount.

Sanele:whopaysR50000fordamages?,why

can'tIgiveBandileR25000causeR100000istoo

muchfordamages.

Mrkhuzwayo:IwantR50000sincenoneofyouis

willingtomarrymydaughter.

Me:sanele,pleasejustpaythedamnmoney,we

havealottodiscuss,ratherthanbeurguingabout

amissleyR50000(saneletransfersthemoney



intohisbankacoount)

Me:nowthatsanelehaspaidforhishalf,wewant

schedulessoastowhenandhowwecanseethe

babiesandhowthebabiesceremonieswillbedone

,Idon'tknowaboutsanele,butnomcebo's

ceremonywillbedonenextweektuesdaywith

khweziandlwazi'sceremony.

Sanele:Iwilltalktomyparentsaboutthatbutam

hopingfornextweeksaturday

Me:Iguessthatisfinewithme,nowlet'stalk

abouthowtoseethebabies,Iwashopingforevery

saturdayandbringherbackSundayevening.

Thandowalksin

Thando:pigswillhavetoflyfirstbeforethat

happens,youcancomeandseeyourdaughteron

Saturday'sonly,sheisnotgoingtoyourhouse,I

won'tletthatslayqueenyoucallawifenearmy

child,never.

Me:pleasedon'tinsultmywifeinmypresence,

youwantmetodrivehereeverysaturdayfine,I

willbutoncejaylarisayearoldwehavetorevisit



thiswholeagreement

Thando:amfinewiththat(sheturnstosanele)

andyou,youcancomeyouandyourwifecan

comeandseeSmaonFridays.

Sanele:fine.

SaneleandIgetupandleave,Igethome,Ifindthe

nannybusygivinglwaziabath,zoeywasbreast

feedingkhwezi,Igoandtakeashower,come

downstairs,khanyibringsussomefood,Idish

upandeat,Ithengotomystudyanddosome

work.

[09/30,10:58] :Insert34

Queen/MrsDlamini

TodaywasFriday,whichmeantthatitwastheday

beforethewelcomingceremonyofBandile's

children,Ihavenotmetkhweziandlwaziyet,Iwill

meetthematthewelcomingceremony,my

husbandwasbackandhewashavingabonding



secessionwithhisson's,Iwasstillangryand

pissedaboutthiswholeThandoissue,howcould

thatungreatfullittlewitchdothistomyson?,

aftereverythingIhavedoneforher,Godwhatsort

ofanembrassmentisthis?,IthoughtThandowas

aperfectgirlformysonbutclearlyIwaswrong,

sincethegirlcan'tkeepherlegsclosed,thatone

wouldevenopenherlegsforamonkey,theonly

thingthatiskeepingThandoinourlivesrightnowis

nomcebo,mygrandbaby,angoingtomakesurei

spoilthatone,evenifthemotherandIarenot

gettingalong,betweenzoeyandThandomyson

sureknowshowtopickthem,Istilldontlikethat

spoiledbrattheycallzoeyandIdon'tthinkIever

will,Iwasstilllostinmyownthoughtswhen

mpumiecomeintomyroom,Iwasfinishingputting

onmymakeup,Iaskherwhatisshewants,she

saysherfatherhascalledformeandallhis

childrenandhisdaughterinlawsforafamily

meetingdownstairs,Ihurryupandwebothgo

downstairs,wefindeveryoneinthelivingroom

Me:amsorrytokeepyouallwaiting.



Husband:it'sfine,Ijustwantedtotellyouallthat

therewillbeanewroyalbridecommingtothe

palacenextweek.

Sihle:sphaisnotgettingmarriedagainishe?,

causethistimeIwillkillhimandmakesureifeed

hisbodytothevultures.

King/husband:relaxsihlesiphamandlaisnot

gettingmarried,infactnoneofmyson'saregetting

married

Me:ifourson'sarebothnotgettingmarried,then

whoistheNewbridefor?,no,nomphenduloyou

can'tdothistome,youcan't.

King/husband:youalwaysknewamfromaroyal

familyandthepossibilityofmetakinganother

wifewasthere,hernameisnomathembaandshe

ispregnantformealready

UnathiandsiphamandlajustkeptquietIthinkthey

werebothstillshocked

Bandile:dadthisisabsolutebullshit,youcan'tdo

thistomom,keepyournomathembawhereever

shecamefrom,otherwisethishousewillnot



containthebothofus,youcan'tdothistomom

andexpectustobequiet.

King/husband:keepyourdamnmouthshutand

watchyourwordswhenyoutalktomeson,I

broughtyouintothisworldandIcaneasilytakeyou

out.

Nompumelelo:sincetodayistheday,weare

airyingourdirtylaundrytodry,Imightaswell

comeout.

Me:andwhatsecrectdoyouhave?

Mpumie:wellfamily,friendsandcolleaguesama

lesbianandIhaveagirlfriendhernameisTrina,I

loveherandnoonewillstopmefrombeingwith

her.

EveryoneandImeaneveryoneintheroomwas

shocked,thisexplainsalotherdissaperingacts,

herbeinggrumpyallthetime,clearlywhenitrains

itpoursinthisfamily

Me:isthereanyoneelsethatisalsokeepinga

secrect?,Imeanwehaveagirlfriend,soontobe

wifeandababyonway,wehavealesbian,we



haveoneofthetwinsasourgrandbaby,whatelse,

Iwasnowbeyondpissed,Igetupandgotomy

room,lockmyselfinmyroomandjustcry,my

son'skeptknockingonmydoorIjustignorethem

andtheyeventuallygoaway.

Bandile

Whatthehellisgoingon,inthisfamily,Idon't

understand,dadofallpeoplewantstobringina

secondwife,mybabysisissetupinanarranged

marriagebutsheisnowintowomen,Iwas

seriouslypissed.Igotomyclub,gotomyoffice

andgetabottleofwhiskey,ijustkeptondrinking

anddrinking,IcouldfeelnowIwasgettingdrunk,I

gotothebarordersometequilashotsaftershots,

Itwasnowtenpm,Iwasclearlyoutofit,Igoand

unlockmyroom,manIhavenotbeenherefora

while,Ilockthedoorandlikethatiwasout.

Thenextmorning



Iwokeupwithabangingheadache,Itakemy

phonelookatthetimeitwasfiveam,Ihadfifteen

missedcallsfromzoey,Idecidedtodealwithher

whenIgethome,Iwasnotinthemoodforbeing

shoutedat,Iwearmygymclothesandgoforajog

,comebacktomyroomandtakeashower,wear

clothesthatIhaveinthecloset,Itakemyphone,I

lockmyroomandgivethekeystothecleaninglady

,Idrivehome,Iparkmycarnexttothemainhouse

,Ifindsphamandlaanddadtalking,Igreetspha

andIkeeponwalking,dadtriestotalktomeIjust

ignorehim,IgoandcheckonMom,shewasstill

lockedupinherroom,Ihavebreakfastwith

mpumie,IassuredherIwasfinewithherbeinga

lesbian,aslongassheishappyamhappy,zoey

callsagain,Ifinishupmybreakfastandigotomy

house,thenannywasbusygivinglwaziabath,I

greether,khweziandzoeyweresleepinginourbed

Igentlyshakezoeyup

Me:zoeandwhyisthislittleonesleepingonour

bed?



Zoey:youback?,Iwasworriedaboutyou,khwezi

keptmeupallnightIdidn'tsleepatall.

Me:youhavetogetupandgetreadywehavea

ceremonyataroundelevenremember?

Zoey:whattimeisit?

Me:it'shalfpasteight.

Zoey:butIjustwenttobedanhourago.

Me:youhavetogetupandgetreadytheelders

andThandowillbehereanyminutefromnow.

Shegetsupandgetready,wetakethebabiesto

wheretheceremonywillbeheld,everyonewas

thereincludingmom,shekeptonpretendingasif

everythingwasfine,theroyalinyangadoesthe

ceremonyforallthreebabies,everythinggoes

perfectlyfine,wehavelunch,Thandoandher

parentsleave,sodoeszoey'sparentsandher

brother,wegotoourhouse,zoeywasclearlytired,

shegoesstraighttobed,khweziandlwaziwere

alsoasleep,soIgotomystudyanddosomework

whileIdrinksomewhiskey,IknowIwillhavealot

ofexplainingtodotomorrowoncezoeyregainsher



strength.

[09/30,10:59] :Insert35

Zoey

TodaywasTuesday,Iwassogladwedidthe

welcomingceremonyforthetwinsonaSaturday

insteadoftodaylikeBandilehadsuggested,Iwoke

upearlybecauselwazidecidedtowakeupearly

today,mydramaqueenwasstillpeacefully

sleeping,Igoandtakelwazifromthenurseryand

bringhimtoourroom,Ibreastfeedhim,theni

wakeBandileup,sohecanchangelwazi'snappy,

manthenurse'satthehospitalmadethisseem so

easy,Bandilechangesthenappy,hehandslwazi

backtomeandhesleptagain,lwazieventually

sleepsagain,Ilookatthetimeanditwassixam,I

wakeBandileup,wegoandtakeashower(an

innocentshower),welotionandgetdressed,we

godownstairs,wefindkhweziwiththenannywho

wasbusygivingherabath,Bandilegoestowork,



hewillbebackearlytoday,aswearegoingtomeet

thenewroyalbridetonight,Iwasbusyhaving

breakfast,whenkhanyiandMinniedecidetopopin

,thetwinsweresleepingintheircampcotinthe

livingroom,Iorganiseacoupleofsnacksfor

myselfandtheladies,wesitinthelivingroom,we

decidetowatchamovieTylerPerry'sIcandobad

allbymyself,wewerehavingsnacks,Iwas

drinkingjuicethankstothejoyofbeingamother,

butIlovemytwinsandIwouldn'ttradethemfor

anything,Minnieandkhanyiwerehavingwine

Khanyi:somadam,pleasedotellwhoisThando's

secondbabydaddy?

Me:youandgossip,anyway,letmespillthetea,

bandile'sfriendsaneleishersecondbabydaddy.

Minnie:soThandosleptwithtwobestfriendswhile

ovulatingandtheybothimpregnatedher,getout

oftown.

Me:no,amnotgoinganywhere,amhereandhere

tostayandspilltheteadarling.

Khanyi:sovele,veleyouandLethaboarestuck



withbabymamafromhell?.

Me:amafraidso.

Khanyi:sinceyoucan'tdrinktothat,MinnieandI

willdrinktothattothat.

MeandMinnie:Amentothat.

Wehangoutuntilfivepm,noneofthemwas

cookingtonightsowehadmorethanenoughtime

torelax,withthenannyhelpingmewithkweziand

lwaziwehadaball,theyGoandgetready,mykids

willbeatourhouse,withournanny,auntybella

willbebabysittingtherestofthekids,Igoup

stairsandgetready,bandilecomeshomeandhe

takesashower,helotionsandgetdressedhe

reallydidn'twanttogo,Ihadtoforcehim,wewere

donegettingready,Ipumpsomebreastmilkformy

babies,thissh**tispainful,Iplacethemilkinthe

fridgeandwewereoutthedoor,bandilekept

threateningtogobackasweweremakingourway

tothemainhouse,aftermuchpleadingand

bergingwefinallymadeittomainhouse.



Thando

QueenmotherisstillpissedatmeandIhaveto

findawaytogetbackintohergoodbooks,amglad

theceremonywentwellandtheancestors

acceptednomcebo,tommorrowIhavetogoto

sanele'shouse,smangele'sceremonywillbedone

there,ireallywishididnthavetodealwiththe

zungufamily,theyaresoboringandannoyingand

thatLethabochick,sheissomethingelse,areal

definitionofahoodrat,whydidIhavetofall

pregnantbytwoseparateman?,mylifeisreally

complicatedatthispointandIjustcan'tdealwith

allofthisshit,Iwasstilllostinmyownthoughts

when,mombringacryingnomcebo,mypoorbaby

neededanappychange,Igoandchangehernappy

,thenIfeedhersomemilk,Idon'thaveenough

milktobreastfeed,soIguessit'sstoreboughtmilk

formybabies,nomcebofinallysleeps,Idecideto

callsihleandfindoutwhatisgoingon

Sihle:girl,whatrockhaveyoubeenhidingunder?



Me:girl,mygirlsarekeepingmebusy,soam

stuckathomeonmommyduty.

Sihle:ouch,IalsoheardaboutthewholeDNA

saga,amsorry.

Me:it'sokaygirliwilleventuallybounceback,I

willbefinetrustme.

Sihle:Itrustyougirl.

Me:sowhatareyouguysuptoattheroyalhouse?

Sihle:girlthedramainthishouse,jooh,weare

goingtobeintroducedtothenewqueen,theking

istakingasecondwife.

Me:what?,it'salie.

Sihle:Iwishitwasandit'snoteventhehalfofit,

apparentlympumieisalesbianandshehasa

girlfriendhernameisTrina.

Me:what,wishIwasthereforthiswholedrama,

butQueenmotherisstillpissedatme,Idomiss

youandqueenmotherandhowisourslayqueen

doing?

Sihle:sheisfine,Ionlysawhertwins,atthe



ceremony,theyseemcutethough.

Me:ofcoursetheyarecute,haveyoumetBandile?

.

Sihle:Thandomaan,Ican'tlookatBandileinthat

mannerammarriedtohishunkofabrother.

Me:Iactuallyforgotyouaremarriedtothebrother.

Sihle:listenbabe,Ihavetogo,Ithinkhubbyand

khanyiaredone,sowehavetogotothemain

house,bye.

Me:byegirl(ihangup)

Iwasliterallyboredatthistime,momwasbusy

takingcareofsma,nomcebowassleepingsoI

decidetotakeanap,sincetherewasnothingtodo

.

Queen/MrsDlamini

Sothekingwasgoingaheadwithhisplantomarry

hismistress,overmydeadbodywillIletanother



woman,comeandreaptherewardsofmyhard

work,IwillshowthisbitchjusthowheartlessIcan

beandIknowtheperfectpersontohelp,Iknowmy

girlThandowilldoabsolutelyanythingtogetinto

mygoodbooksagain,IknowwhatIhavein-store

forthismansnatchinghoe,Igotomyroomand

takeashower,lotionandgetdressed,Iputonmy

Bobblondweave,wearmyblackandwhitejump

suitandpeeptoeblackheels,makesuremymake

upwasonpoint,Iwillnotgivethatbitchthe

satisficationofshowingherjusthowmucham

heartbroken,Ithengodownstairsandeveryoneof

mykidswasthere,soweremydaughtersinlaw,I

greetthemandhugmybabies,wesitdownand

waitforthekingandhishoetoarraive,finallyafter

aboutthirtyminuteslatertheyfinallydecideto

graceuswiththeirpresence.

Ilookatthewomanhehadbroughtwithhim,she

washeavilypregnant,shewasthickandshort,

butshewasbeautiful,infectmorethanbeautiful,

thekingintroducesnomathembatous,wesitand

haveasilentdinner,itwasreallyawkward,ihad



somanythoughtsinmyhead,Ifirstwantedto

chokethelivingdaylightsoutofher,thenIwanted

togutherlikeafish,Idecidedtogetholdofmy

emotionsandbehave,shekeptrubbingherbelly,

thebitchwasrubbingittomyfacethatsheis

pregnantformyhusband,Icalmdownandmakea

mentalnotetomyselftocallThando,thisbitchhas

gottogo,sheclearlyhasnocluewhosheis

dealingwith,iwillfightwiththelastdropofmy

blood,toprotectwhatbelongstomeandmy

babies,Iwouldevenkilltoprotectwhat'smine,we

werebusyhavingdessert,whenIexcusemyself

Husband/king:honeyareyousure,youarefine?

Nomathemba:amsuresheisfine,shejusthada

longdaybaby.

Me:trickain'tnobobytalkingtoyou,soshutyour

mouthandtakeyouropnionandshoveitwherethe

sundoesn'tshine.

Nomathemba:trick?

Husband/king:nomcebopleasebenice.

Idecidetoignoremyhusbandandgoandlock



myselfinmyroom,myboyscomeandknockon

mydoor,Iignorethem,Iwasangrybeforebutnow

ampissed,amgoingtoshowthosetwothetrue

meaningofhellhathnofurylikeascorned,the

bitchbetterbereadycauseamcommingforher.

[09/30,11:00] :Insert36

Zoey

Itwasaweeklatersincewemetthenewroyal

bride,shewasnowofficiallyaDlamini,shewas

aboutsixorsomonthspregnant,thetwinswerea

montholdtoday,thankGodforthenannyIhave,

sheisreallyhelpful,althoughshehastwomonths

left,Bandile,sphamandla,unathiandthekinghad

goneonameetingwitheldersandotherkings,

mpumiamsureshewenttoseehergirlfriend,sihle

,Minnieandkhanyihadgoneshoppingandwere

alsogoingtoaspa,Iwasbusywatchingtvsince

mybabiesweresleeping,soitwasjustme,queen

mother,queennomaandthenanny,mynannywas



takingashower,whenIhearnoiseoutside,Igoto

findoutwhatisgoingon,Ifindqueennomaand

queenmothergoingatit

Queenmother:amqueennomceboDlamini,the

onlytruequeenofthiskingdom,whothehelldo

youthinkyouare?

Queennoma:(shewasgivingthequeenarunfor

hermoney)wellyouclearlyhavenotmet

nomathembaDlamini,girliwilldragyourass

pregnantandall(thequeenwastryingtohither

backbutnomawasnothavingnoneofit,Iwas

scaredforhersincesheispregnant)

Me:stopityoutwo,please

Liketheywerelisteningtome,thequeenwasnow

hittingnomawithfiests,Iwasscared,Iliterally

didn'tknowwhattodo,theywereoutsideinalawn,

justgreattheonetimethekingtakeshisson'sand

allfourgaurdswithhim,thisshithappens,I

noticedahosepipe,Isuddenlyhadthishugegrin

onmyface,theywerestillbusygoingatit,noma

wasnowliterallyhittingqueenmother,Igotothe



tapandquicklyopenthetapandspraythemwith

thewaterusingahosepipe,theshockontheir

faces,theyclearlyweren'texpecting,whatIdid

Me:maybethewaterwillcool,bothofyoudown,

sinceyouareactingliketwoteenagegirlsfighting

overasillyboy.

Ileavethemthereshockedastheywere,Igoback

tomyhouse,kweziwasawake,Iaskthenannyto

feedhersomemilkIhadpumpedealierandalso

changehernappy,Ithensitandwatchtv.

Queenmother/MrsDlamini

Iwasbusymindingmyownbusiness,whenthis

nomathembawitch,comesintomykitchen,not

herkitchenbutmykitchen,shetellsmetostop

cookingformyhusband,causeshewantedtocook

,Itellhertogetoutofmykitchensincethisisn't

herhouse

Noma:butamalsomarriedtothekingandthisis



alsohishouse,whichmakesitmyhousealso.

Me:thelasttimeIchecked,thenamesonthe

deedofthishousewerenomceboandmphendulo

Dlamini,soIsuggest,youaskyoursocalledking

tobuyyouahousewithyournameonit,rightnowI

don'tseeyournameanywhereonthedeed,now

getoutofmykitchen

Noma:pushmeout

Igrabherhandandpullherouttothelawnthrough

thebackdoor

(assoonasweareoutside,shegivesmeahuge

slap)

Noma:girlIwillkillyou,whatareyoudoingputting

onyourfilthyhandsonmelikethat.

Me:bitchdidyoujusthitme?

Noma:Icertainlydid.

Webegintogetphysical,zoeycomesandseparate

ususingahosepipe,wewerebothshocked,Iget

intothehousechangeintopyjamsandsleep,I

reallydidn'tcarewhathappenswhentheking



comesback.

IwasstillsleepingwhenIhearmyhusbandcalling

outmyname,Iopenmydoorandgototheliving

roomthebitchwasbusycryingtakecrocodiletears

Husband:nomcebo,whatdoyouthinkyouare

doingputtingyourhandsonmypregnantwife?

Me:wellsheclearlyknewwhatshewasdoing,

causesheplacedherfilthyhandsonmefirst.

Noma:seebabyshehatesmeandourunbornchild

.

Husband:ifyoudaredoanythingtonomaagain,I

willshowyouthatthishousewillnotbeenoughto

containthetwoofus.

Me:whatever(iraisemymiddlefingerandgoto

myroom)

Clearlythisbitchthinkssheisshowingmeflames,

iwilldealwithherinacruelmanner,letherdeliver

thatbastardsheiscarryingfirst,Iswearonmy

mother'sgrave,shewillnotgettoraisethatbaby,

shethinksthedevilisevilandsheisscaredofthe



devil,Iwilldealwithherinamannerthedevilhim

selfwillbeshocked.

IwasbusythinkingonhowIwillcarryoutmyplan,

whenmysonBandilecomesandknockonmydoor,

IopenthedoorforhimcauseIknowzoeyhastold

himwhattranspiredintheafternoonbetweenme

andnoma

Bandile:(hehuggsme)maareyoufine?,zoey

toldmewhathappenedintheafternoon.

Me:yesamfineson,it'snothingIcan'thandle,am

atougholdbird,sodontworryaboutme.

Bandile:maareyousure,youarefine?

Me:sonamfine,nowgoandcheckonzoeyand

thetwins,Ihavethingstodo.

Bandile:aslongasyouarefine,am okay.

Bandileleavesmyroom,IlockmydooragainandI

dialThando'snumber,ambringingoutthebig

gunsforthisone

Thando:queenmother,whatasurprisetohear

fromyou.



Me:apleasantoneIhope.

Thando:yesofcourse.

Me:good,causeIneedyourhelp.

Thando:whatkindofhelpqueenmother?.

Me:amsureyouhaveheardbynow,thekinghas

anewwife.

Thando:yesandamsorryaboutthat.

Me:don'tworryyourprettylittleheadaboutthat,

thesocalledNewqueenisnotheretostay,notifI

playmycardsright.

Thando:sowhatdoyouhaveinmind?

Me:meetmetommorrowforcoffeeatStarbucks

andthenwecanbrainstormthere

Me:okayamgame,amsuremymomwon'tmind

babysittingthetwins

Me:ifyouhelpme,youwillsurelygetbackintomy

goodbooks.

Thando:amsureicanhelpyou.



Me:goodandthisstaysbetweenus,ifyoudare

betrayme,Iwillmakesureyoudontlivetotellthe

tale.

Thando:Iwouldn'tdaredreamofbetrayingyou

queenmother.

Me:good,seeyoutommorrow.

Thando:it'sadate (ihangup)

Igodownstairsandfindthetwolovebirds

cuddlingonacouch,theyjumpupassoonasthey

seeme

Me:don'tmindthissillyoldwitch,continuewith

yourcuddling

Husband:honeyplease,amsorryaboutealier

Me:itsokaylove,youareamaninloveandI

perfectlyunderstand

Igointothekitchenandmakemyselfsomefood,I

don'ttouchwhatnomathembacooked,Imakea

greensaladformyselfandIwarm piecesofleft

overchickenIhadinthefridge,Igotomyroom,

thewaymyhusbandlookedatme,Icouldtellhe



feltguilty.

[09/30,11:00] :Insert37

Thando

Iwakeupearly,Iwasmeetingthequeenatnineat

Starbucks,soihadtomakesuremybabiesare

readyforthedayandthattheyarewellfed,Iwake

nomceboupfirstandIgiveher,herbath,theni

giveherthebottle,sheeventuallyfallsasleep

again,Iwakesmaup,Ireallywishididnt,she

wasscreamingherlungsout,Igiveher,herbath

andthenigiveherabottleaswell,sheeventually

calmsdownandsleep,Igoandtakeashower,I

getdressed,Igoandaskmomtolookafterthe

twins.

Mom:andwhereareyouoffto?

Me:amgoingtomeetupwithafriendofminefor

coffeeatStarbucks

Mom:doesthisfriendofyourshaveaname?



Me:it'snooneyoushouldworryaboutmaand

relaxamnotuptoanything.

Mom:fine.

Iwasoutthedoor,Igetintomycaranddriveto

Starbucks,itwasnow08:59,Igetthere,Isee

queenmother'scarandIgotoher,shehuggsme

andwegetintotheresturant,weordercoffeeand

wesitdown

Me:somyqueenwhatdoyouhaveinmindfor

queennoma.

Queenmother:don'tcallthatshortthingaqueen,

sheisnotworthyofbeingcalledaqueen,thereis

onlyonequeenandonlyonequeenandthatis

nomceboDlamini.

Me:amsorry,queenmother,soyouwantherto

haveamiscarriage?

Queenmother:don'tworryaboutthat,Iwantyou

togetyourhandsonthedrugcalledL.S.Dforme.

Me:whatisthat?

Queenmother:lysergicaciddiethylonide,itisa



drugthathaseffectssuchashallusinations,in

abilitytothinkclearly,synesthesiaandotherissues

,Iwanttodrivethatbitchinsane,bythetimeam

donewithher,shewon'tevenknowwhathither.

Me:andqueenmotherhowdoyouknowthisdrug?

.

Queenmother:thisoldbirdhasbeenaroundthe

block,Iwasasocialworkerremember?

Idon'tcarehowyoudoit,justgetyourhandson

thatdrugforme.

Me:andwhatdoIgetinreturn?.

Queenmother:keepyourendofthedealfirstand

amsureicanfindawaytorepay

you.

Me:fine,IwillseewhatIcando.

Queenmother:thankyou,IknewIcouldcounton

you

Hearingqueenmothersaythat,reallymademe

smile,shekissesMeonthecheekandshewasout

thedoor.



ItakemyphoneandIcallthatfriendofminewho

isanurse,ItellhertomeetmeatStarbucks,she

wasapparentlynearby,shegetsin,weorder

coffeeagain

Myfriend:Iknowyoujustdon'tcallmeoutofthe

blue,spillitout,whatdoyouwant?

Me:okay,okayfineIneedyoutohelpmegetmy

handsonL.S.D

Myfriend:(shespitsouthercoffee)what?

Me:lysergicaciddiethylonide

Myfriend:IknowwhatL.S.Dis,Thandothatis

averydangerousdrugandveryhardtogetholdof,

itcanmakeyougocrazy.

Me:IknowwhatIwant,willyougetitformeor

not.

Myfriend:it'sgoingtocostyou,R100000.

Me:moneyisnoobject,infactIwillmakeitR200

000andiwillpayyoucash.

Myfriend:areyouserious?



Me:amdeadserious.

Myfriend:thenwehaveadeal,Iwillgetitforyou

tommorrowmorning.

Me:goodgirl

Wegetupandleave,Idrivestraighthome,Imiss

mybabiesshame,Icallmyaccountantandtellher

togetR200000readyforme.

Queenmother.

Iwasdrivingandonmywayhome,whenIgetan

idea,Thandowasontosomething,amgoingto

makethatbitchhaveamiscarrageandmakeitlook

likesheisloosinghermindduetohermiscarriage

andIknowexactlyhowamgoingtodoit,Iget

home,myson'swereallintheirhouses,mpumie

amsureshewaswithhergirlfriend,Iwilldealwith

herafterthis,thekingwasinameetingwiththe

elders,itwasjustmeandnoma,soitwasthe

perfecttimeformetoexcutemyplan,igointothe



kitchen,getcookingoilandirubitonthefloorin

theentrancetothekitchen,Icalloutthebitche's

name,ImadeitsoundlikeIwasreadyforwar,I

pourmyselfawineglassandgetreadytowatchthe

show,sureenoughthebitchcomesrushing,Ithink

shewasreadytofightme,Istandfarawayfrom

her,Isipmywine,assheslipsandfalls,perfect,

shewasinpain,shame,Isipmywineagain,pull

herasideandmakesureiwipeoff,thecookingoil

onthefloor,Ithengetreadytoputonthe

performanceofalifetime,Iscreamforhelp,the

guardsrushandIjustkeptonscreamingwithina

fewminuteseveryonewashere,includingthe

elders,thekingwasbeyondangry

King:(hegrabsmebymythrought)whatthehell

didyoudotoher?,answerme,answerme!

Everyonewasshockedatthekingsreaction,

Bandilewasnowpissed,hegrabshefatherbyhis

handandhepullshimawayfromme,theywere

readyforwar,sphaandnathiseparatethem,itwas

caos

Thekinglooksatmeandsays"youwon'tgetaway



withthis"

Me:Ihopesheisdead.

Thekingwasreadytocomeformeagain,Myboys

holdhim

Spha:maamsureyoudon'tmeanthat,wasmom

doesn'tmeanit.

Me:Icertainlydo

Igotomyroom,packsomeofmyclothesandgo

toBandile'shouse

Theparamedicsarecalled,theyattendtoherand

theytakehertothehospital,onlythekinggoes

withher.Bandile,sphaandnathicomeandtryto

findoutwhatexactlyhappened,ijustdoneinto

spaceanddontsayaword.I

IgototheguestroomamusingandIeventually

fallasleep

MybatteryisabouttogoflatsoIdidn'tgeta

chancetoedit



admin

[09/30,11:00] :Insert38

Zoey

IwaspeacefullysleepingwhenBandilebringsme,

mycryingdiva,khweziisbarelytwomonthsand

sheisadivaalready

Me:Bandilecan'twetakethisoneback?,please,

amreallytiredofherdivatendenciesplusistill

havethereceipttheygaveuswhenweboughther,

shereallydoestakeafteryou.

Bandile:amafraidnot,heronemonthguranteeis

upandwhatdoyoumeanshetakesafterme?,you

arethequeenofdiva'sdearwife(ipickupapillow

andthrowitathim)



Bandile:amout.

Heleaves,IgetupandIgoandgivehertothe

nannytogiveherabath,whileIgoandcheckon

mysweetangelLwazi,sureenoughhewasawake

buthewasnotscreaminglikekhwezi,Igivelwazi

hisbath,feedhim andthenigodownstairswith

him,Ifindqueenmotherinthekitchen,shewas

busywithbreakfastanditwastoolateformeto

turnback

Queenmother:finallymommydecidedtograceus

withherpresence.

Me:morningtoyoutooqueenmother.

Sheplacesthefoodonthetableandshetakes

lwazifromme,Isitdown,Bandilecomesdown

stairsandhesayshedoesn'thavetimeforbreak

fast,justgreat,IlovemyhusbandbuttodayIwill

callhimanassforleavingmewithhisbeloved

mother,thenannydecidedtomakearunforitalso,

shetakesthedoublestrawlerIhave,shetakes

bothlwaziandkhweziandshesayssheisgoingfor

awalk,greatnowitwasjustmeandqueenmother.



Westarteattinganditwasreallyawkward,

Queenmother:youknow,whoIreally,reallymiss?

Me:no,Ihavenoidea,butamsureyouwilltell

me.

Queenmother:Thando

Didshejustsaythat?,Iknowwhatshereally

meansIs"ilikemychild'sexbetterthanyou

Me:(Ismile)iunderstandyoutwowerereally

close(whatIreallywantedtosaywas,youshould

definitelygobewithher,hereI'llgetyourcoatand

somegasmoney),pitysheshehadtobetrayyour

sonandhaveababywithhisfriend.

Queenmother:sodear,whenareyougoingto

cookussomedecentfood?,oohamsorrysilyme,

Iforgotyoucan'tcook,youmustgetyourcooking

skillsfromyourmother.

Me:actuallyno,momisaprettygoodcook,am

justherPrincessandshelovesitthatway.

Igetupandclearthetable,Queenmotherwasout

thedoor,shedidn'tevensaywhereshewasgoing



andIreallydidn'tcare,Iwashthedishes,Igoand

cleanmybabiesroom,myroomandIdolaundry,I

wasstillbusywithlaundry,whenthenanny

comesbackwithmybabies,theywereasleep,she

goesandplacethemintheirnurseryandshe

comesback

Nanny:isawherleave,isshegoneforgood?

Me:don'tthinkso,Ithinkshehasgonetocause

troubleelsewhere.

Nanny:thewomanisapaininass.

Ifinishdoinglaundry,whowouldhavethoughtme

melokuhlezoeyWilliamsdoinglaundry,Idecideto

restforanhour,Ithencleanthelivingroom,

dinningroomandthekitchen,Ithengoandtakea

shower,lotionandgetdressed,Ithentakemy

laundryandgotokhanyi'shouse,Iwasn'tperfect

atironingyet,butIwasgettingthere.

Queenmother



Ihadquietashaddybreakfastwithzoeythis

morning,butshewastheleastofmyworries,Igo

tothemainhouse,Ifindthekingbusypacingup

anddown,helookedpissedanddefeated,igetin,

assoonasheseemehelooksatmeandsay"you

disgustme",hegoestohisstudyholdingoneof

hisexpensivewhiskeybottles,Icallsphamandla

tocometothemainhousetofindoutifhisfather

toldhimanything,afteraboutfiveminutes,

sphamandlafinallywalksin

Me:sonyouarehere,good.

Sphamandla:mahowcouldyouharmaninnocent

child?,doyouevenhaveaconcience?

Me:sonpleasejuststopwithyourthirddegree

lectureandtellmeifthebabysurvivedornot?

Sphamandla:yesthebabysurvivedbut.....

Me:thankGod(iwasliterallypissed)Iwasreally

worried,contrarytowhatyoubelieve,Ihavea

heartyouknow.

Myhusbandwalksin



Me:honey,whyareyouupset?,Iheardthegood

newsthatthebabyisfine.

Husband/king:mychildwillneverbenormal,you

evilwitch,mysonwillneverbenormal.

Myheartwasdoingahappydance,shamethis

wasevenbetter,thiswillteachhernottomess

withme

Sphamandla:dad,momdidn'tgivemeachanceto

explaineverythingtoher

Husband/king:Idon'tknowhowyoudiditbutI

willfindoutandwhenIdoyouwillpayandsince

meandnoma'schildwillneverbenormal,hewill

beyourresponsibility,youaregoingtotakecareof

thatchild,otherwiseyouwillseeanothersideof

meyouwon'tlike.

Me:butIdidn'tdoanything,sheslipedandfell,I

didn'teventouchher,howdoIprovemyinnocence

toyou?

Husband/king:areyouwillingtogototheroyal

inyangaandswearyoudidn'tdoanythingtonoma.



Me:(Iwasshocked)................

King/husband:Ithoughtso

Me:actuallyIwould,amjustshockedbyhowfar

youarewillingtogo,anywaybelievewhatyouwant

,idon'tcareanymore,iwillcomebackwhenyou

arereadytoapologiseforeverything.

Ileave,himandsphamandla,Idecidetogoand

havealunchwithsihleand khanyi,Ididn'tfeel

likefacing slayqueenplusshecantcook,we

havelunchandIjustspendtherestofthedaywith

mygrandbabies.

Thando

Mydaystartedprettywellactually,sanelecameto

seehisdaughter,himandLethaboactuallybrought

alotofstuffforher,itmustbecauseitishisfirst

child,Bandilewasalsotrying,infectwewereall

tryingtomakethebestofthisuglysituation,Iwas

busyplayingwithmykids,whenIgetacallfrom



myfriend.

Myfriend:Igotthestuffforyou.

Me:Iwillbethereinanhour'stime

myfriend:xap

Iaskmomtobabysitmybabies,shefirstgoeson

andonabouthowtiredsheisofbabysitting,but

sheeventuallyagrees.

Ithengetintomycaranddrivetothebank,my

moneywasready,ItakethebagwithR200000,i

drivetotheprivatespotweagreedtomeetat,I

giveherthe200000,shewasthrilledshame,she

givesmethecarefullyconcilledL.S.D

Myfriend:Thando,thisissomehecticstuff,

pleasebecarefulandmakesureyoudon'tget

caught,causeifyoudogetcaught,youandIdon't

knoweachotherandwehavenevermet,arewe

clear?

Me:youandIdon'tknoweachotherandiwillbe

careful.

Shegoesbackinside,Idrivehome,thedrugwas



inacontainerwithcofee,soItakethecontainer

andcarefullyhideitinmysafe,nooneandimean

noonetouchesmysafe,ItakemyphoneandIcall

queenmother

Queenmother:babygirl.

Me:yesmamabear,theshipmenthaslanded.

Queenmother:thatwhyIloveyousomuch,that

wasquick.

Me:amfastlikethat.

Queenmother:holdontotheshipment,thetarget

isstillout

Me:Iwillkeeptheshipmentsafeforyou.

Queenmother:yousuchasweetheart.(wehang

up)

Igotothelivingroomandplaywithmybabies

momwasholdingsmawhileiholdnomcebo,we

justhangoutwithmymomfortherestoftheday.

[09/30,11:02] :Insert39



Zoey

Iwasstartingcookinglessonstommorrow,Iwas

thrilled,Ihavejustamonthtogetthisright

becausemynannyisgoingtoleavesoon,Isowish

shewasn'tleavingbutBandileisnothavinganyof

it,Iwakeupandwearmyyogapantswithasports

bra,Iwasgoingbacktodoingyoga,Igodown

stairs,monsterinlawwasbusymakingbreakfast,

damnwhattimedoesthiswomanwakeup?

Me:morningma.

Queenmother:morningdeardaughterinlaw.

Me:lookslikeyouarecookingforanentirearmy

andIdon'tseewhycauseitisjustme,you,the

nannyandBandile

Queenmother:andyouweresupposedtobedoing

this,Ihaveinvitedsihle,khanyi,Minnieand

Thando.

Me:what?,maIdon'thaveaproblemwithyou

invitingyourotherdaughterinlaws,butasfor



ThandoyouweresupposedtoaskmeandBandile

first.

Queenmother:Ijustwanttoseemygrandbaby

andThandohastobringherover

Bandilewalksin

Bandile:andsincewhenareyouandThandobest

friendsagain?

Queenmother:wemetforcoffeetheotherday,we

hadaverylongtalk,sheseemedreallysorry

aboutwhatshedidplusyouhavetoseenomcebo.

Bandile:whatever,amout.

Queenmother:butnomceboiscomingover.

Bandilekissesonthecheekandhewasout

Iwasstilltryingtotellqueenmotherthatamnot

comftablewithThandobeinginmyhouse,whenI

hearthedoorbellring,thenannygoesandopens

thedoor,shecomesandtellsusThandowasinthe

livingroom,Igotomyroom,wearahoodieon

topofmysportsbra,thetwinswerebathedand

readyforthedaythankstomynanny,Ipack



everythingtheyneedintheirbags,Iaskthenanny

totaketheircarseatstobandile'sothercar,Ilook

forthekeysIeventuallyfindthemandhandthemto

her,sheleaveswiththecarseatsandthetwins

bags,Iwasstillinthenurserywhenkhanyiwalksin

Khanyi:andwhereareyouoffto?

Me:sincequeenmotherhasguestsamgiving

themspace.

Khanyi:areyousureyouwantleavethosetwoin

yourhousealone?,don'tbedumbgirl,don'tyou

dareleaveSatanandherlittlesisterinyourhouse,

itgivesthemfreedomtodowhattheywant,just

takethekidsandthenannysomewherefarfar

awayfromThando.

Irequestforanuberforthenannyandthetwins,

khanyiandIfinallygodownstairs,theuber

arraives,Ihelpthenanny,withmybabiesandthe

strawler,theyleave,theyweregoingtomyparents

houseatleastwithsisfloandtheirnanny,Iknow

mybabieswillbesafe,Igobacktothebreakfast

tableitwasreallyawkward,Ifinallymetnomcebo



shewascute,IjustwishthisdevilcalledThando

wasn'thermom,thiswholediffrentbabydaddies

sagawasreallymakingherbehave,wehavebreak

fast,queenmother,sihleandThando,decideto

goforawalkaroundtheroyalyard,itwasquieta

bigyard,soitwilltakethemawhile,Minnie,sihle

andIdothedishes,wewerebusylaughingand

havingachat,whenmonsterinlawreturnsandshe

seemedpissed,shejustgoesintothekitchenand

poursherselfaglassofwine,shecomesandsit

besidesusandshedoesn'tsayaword.

Queenmother

Iwasbusytakingawalk,withsihle,Thandoand

babyjaylar,whenIseethatidiotofminewithhis

preciousnomcebo,sothatlittletwartisbackfrom

thehospital,IleavesihleandThandotocontinue

withtheirwalk,Igobacktobandile's,Ipour

myselfaglassofwine,Isitdownbesidemy

daughterinlawsIdon'tsayaword,Idecidetogo



tothemainhouse,Ifindarelaxednomathemba

onmyexpesivecouches,Idon'tsayaword,Igo

tomyroom,itwasnowtimetogotophasetwoof

myplan,nomathembawasbusy.Cookinglunchfor

herselfandtheking,Idecidetosneakintoher

roomandshiftsomething'saround,Iliterallywant

toslowlybutsurelyturnthistwartintoacrazybitch

,sotheycansendhertothelooneybin,ithen

decidetocallthandooverandtellherIwillgowith

hertoherparentshome,sureenoughweleave

togetherinThando'scar,Iwilltaketheuberback

home,Ifollowhertoherroom,shehandsmethe

L.S.D,Igotobackhome,IhidethedrugwhereI

knownoonewillevergo,inthisbookcaseinthe

littleofficeIusetosetupimportanteventsinthe

royalhouse,Igodownstairsonlytomeeta

frustratednoma

Me:whatiswrongwithyou,youseemfrustrated?

Noma,Ijustcan'tseemtorememberwhereI

placedmythings,Icouldswearsomeoneis

movingthingsaround.

Me:butyouweretheonlyoneinthehouse,are



yousureyouarefine?.

Noma:yesamsure,whywouldn'tIbe?,amjust

gladIdidn'tloosemybaby,likesomepeople

wantedmeto,yesIsawyouwipethefloorthatday

andamgoingtomakeyoupayforwhatyoudidto

mybaby.

Me:butyouslippedandfellonyourown,howis

thatmyfault?.

None:thekingandyourson'smayfallforyour

stuipidsillyinnocentactbutIdon't,Iamgoingto

makeyoupayevenifit'sthelastthingIdo.

Me:bringitonbitch,ammorethanreadyforyou,

bythetimeamdonewithyou,youaregoingto

cursethedayyoulaideyesonmyhusband.

Thekingwalksin

King:nomaiseverythingfine?

Me:ooohdearhusbandamfinetoo,thankyoufor

asking.

Noma:yeshoneyqueennomceboandIwerejust

havingagirltalk,nothingmajor



King:(helooksatme)andyouIthoughtyouwere

atbandileshouse,thisupanddownofyoursis

reallytiring

Me:thisismyhouseasmuchasityours,soIcan

comeandgoasmuchasiplease,Clearlywhatever

lovepotionshefedyouisdoingagoodjob.

Hedoesn'tsayaword,hejusttakesnomathemba

toherroomandheinstructshertotakeiteasy,I

decidetojustsitandrelax,idon'tdoathing,the

kingcomesandasksmeifwecantalkliketwo

maturedadults,wehavethislongtalkandmy

husbandassuresmehestilllovesme,evenwhen

nomathembaisinthepicture,wepromiseeach

othertoworkhardonourmarriage,hedoesn'tgo

tonoma'sroom ,insteadhespendstherestofthe

evenningreconnectingwithme,butIwasstill

goingtoputmyplaninaction,nomathembahasto

go,thatistheonlyreasonambackinthemain

house,afterthatIcanfocussonpayingThando's

debt.

[09/30,11:03] :Insert40



NomathembaDlamini

Hiasyouallknowme,amqueennomathemba

Dlamini,kingMphenduloDlaminisecondwife,me

andhubbyareexpectingourchild,althoughmy

childwillneverbenormalallthankstothatSatan

disguisedasnomcebo,amnotsurewhatshe

pouredonthefloorthatday,butIsawherwipe

somethingonthefloor,amgoingtogeteven,even

ifitisthelastthingIdo.

Ifinallydogetthecouragetogetoutofbed,today

wasSunday,whichmeantthatnomcebohas

invitedherkidsforlunch,whichIdon'thavea

problemwith,butasfornomceboamgoingtodeal

withher,Igoanddomyhygineprocesses,Ilotion

andgetdressed,Imakemybedandthenmakemy

waydownstairs.

Meanwhile



Queenmother/MrsDlamini

Iwokeupsuperearly,mademybed,myhusband

hadanearlymeetingsohewasgonealready,Igo

anddomyhygineprocesses,getdressed,Igo

downstairs,Imakemyselfbreakfast,Ieat,wash

thedishes,Icleanthekitchen,thenistartwith

preparationsforthelunch,Iwasstillcookingwhen

Thandocalls

Thando:mamabear

Me:yesbaby

Thando:whatareyoudoing?

Me:ammakinglunch,youknowtodayisSunday

andIgoalloutonaSunday

Thando:wishIwasthere,Idomissyourfood.

Me:youshoulddefinatelycomeandjoinus,you

arepracticallyfamilyanywaybecauseofjaylar,

youshouldbringherover.



Thando:okay,Iwillasksaneletopicksmaup

Me:finewithme.(wehangup)

Nomathembacomesdownstairs

Noma:isthereanyfoodleftover?

Me:therearelastnightleftovers,icanwarmup

thatforyouifyouwant.

Noma:yesplease

Igotothekitchen

Backtonoma

Thewitchwasbeingnice,whichwasodd,she

saysshewillwarmfoodforme,Isitdownand

waitforhertodissapearintothekitchen,Idon't

trustthewitch,soItakeoffmysleepers,sneakmy

waytothekitchen,Iwaswatchingnomcebo,sure

enough,shewaswarmingmyfood,asIwas

abouttoleave,Iseenomcebo,takeoutasmall

bottlefromherapronandpouralittleofthe



contentsintothefood,Iquicklygobacktothe

livingroomandsit,nomcebocomesandgiveme

thefood,iholdtheplate

Me:Ithinkamgoingtoandeatmyfoodoutside.

Nomcebo:fine,Ihavetogobacktocooking

anyway.

Igooutsidegivethedamnfoodtothedog,Iwatch

thedogeatthefood,Igobackinside,washthe

platewhilenomcebocooks

Me:amgoingtogooutammeetinganoldfriend

soIwillbebackalittlelate

Nomcebodoesn'trespond,Iwasstarving,soI

takemybaggetintomycar,Igotosteers,Ieat

whileIthinkofwhatamgoingtodo,Ihaveto

teachnomcebonottomesswithpeople,amgoing

topaynomceboinherowncoin.

Laterthatday

Zoey



Iwasactuallylookingfowardtothefamilylunch,I

preparethetwinsbeforeIleavewiththenanny,

Bandilehadgoneoutwithnompumeleloandthey

willbebackduringlunchtime,Ilookatthetime

anditwas13h00lunchwasat14h00soIcall

LethaboandLaurenandtellthemtocomeandvisit

metommmorrow,ImissthemandIcan'tgoout

withthemuntillthetwinsareatleastthreemonths,

Ithengoandgetready,Imakemywaytomain

house,asIwasapproachingthemainhouseisee

Thando,agghcan'tthisbitchdissapearandnever

comeback,Igetin,shefollowsholdingher

daughter,shortlyeveryonefollowsexceptfor

queennoma,apparentlyshehadsomewheretobe,

wesitdownandhavelunch,itwasn'tthatbadthere

wasnotthatmuchshadethrownaround,since

thekingwasaround,khanyi,MinnieandIdecideto

dothedishes,afterwegobacktomyhouse,we

decidetochill,Bandilewasnowheretobeseen

afterlunch,sphaandnathiwerebusywithafifa

gameonaXbox,khanyidecidestocooksupperat



myhouse,Minnieandihelpherout,wecook

enoughfoodtofeedanentirearmy,ihelpkhanyi

andminnieplace theirfoodincontainers,they

leave,Idishupformyself,thenannycomesand

dishupalso,weeat,wewashthedishes,since

mybabiesweresleeping,soidecidetogotobed,i

wasstillsleepingwhenadrunkbandilecomesand

wakesmeup,Iwasliterallypissed

Bandile:baby,canIpleasehavesomefood?,am

starving

Me:Bandileyoucan'tbeserious,justsleepyou

willeatinthemorning

Iwasabouttogotosleep,whenlhearkhwezicry,

justgreat,Igetupandgoandattendtokhwezi,I

thengowashmyfaceandhands,Igoanddishup

forBandileandwarmhisfoodup,itakethefoodto

ourroomIfindhimsnoring,Iwakehimup,he

wakesup,goesndwashhisfaceandhands,he

eatsandhetakesthedishestothekitchen,he

comesbackandhesleeps,Ialsogobackto

sleeping.



[09/30,11:03] :Insert41

Queenmother/MrsDlamini

Iwantedtokillthelittlebastardsheiscarryingfirst,

soIpoured,somethingthatwouldmakesureshe

hadamiscarrage,Ithinkthelittletrampdidn'teat

myfood,Idecidetocalmdown,Ithinkthisround

wentnoma,Idon'tknowhoworwhatshedid,butI

knowshedidn'teatthatfood,IwenttosleepbutI

wasuneasy

Thenextday

Queennomcebo

Am,awokenupbythesoundofzoeyscreaming,I

wakeupandrushdownstairstoseewhatthefuss

isallabout,shewasstandingnexttomyhouse,



withadeadblackiebesideher,thekingand

Bandileweretryingtoclamherdown,shewasin

heryogaattirealready,nomawasjusttherewitha

smileonherface,Iwasreallysad,Ireallyloved

ourdog,thekingcallstheguardstocomeandget

ridofthedog,thenBandileandthekingtakezoey

inside,itwasnowjustmeandnomathemba

Me:whatthehelldidyoudotomydog?

Noma:whome?(shedramaticallyheldherchest)

Me:willyoustopactingdumbwithme,Iknowyou

poisoinedmydog.

Noma:me?,poisonblackienever.

Iknowshefedhim,thefoodIgaveher,atleast

somethinggoodcameoutofblackiedying,Iknow

thislittletwartisontome,soIhavetobecareful

whenIuseL.S.Donher

Ileaveheroutsideandgointomyhouse,Igoand

domyhygineprocesses,makemybedandI

decidetogoanddogroceryshopping,thatwill

givemeenoughtimetothinkofanewplancause

thetwartisontome



Nomathemba

Sothiswitchwantedtokillmeandmyunbornbaby,

IguessIcan'tsayathing,causeshewillknowam

ontoher,Iguessthenameofthegameihaveto

playnowiskeepyourmouthclosedandplayyour

cardsclosetoyourchest,Ican'ttellanybody,Ifind

ithardtotrustthispeople,Iguessthisisgoingto

bemysecrectfornow,Idecidetogoandmake

myselfsomefood,sinceIwasalldressedand

readyfortheday,Ilookfornomceboeverywhere

andshewasnowheretobefound,Igothrough

someofherthingsinheroffice,Iwasaboutto

openthisbook,itlookedlikeasecrectcaseor

somethingandyouneedsomesortofkeytoopen

thecase,whenIhearunathisay"whatthehellare

youdoinghere?"

Me:(Iholdmychest)nathiyouscaredme,Icame

heretoseeifyourmom ishere,causeIwas

lookingforhereverywhereandIcouldn'tfindher,I



justfoundmyselfadmiringyourmother'swork

space.

Nathi:ooh,momhasgonegroceryshopping

Me:Ididn'tseeherleave

Unathi:pleaseplaceherbookcasedown,cause

shewillkillyou,ifshefindsoutyouweregoing

throughherthings

Me:amsorry(iplacethecasewhereifoundit)

wecango.

UnathiandIleave,Imustcomebackandfindout

whatisinthatcase,ireallywanttoknow

UnathiandIhadjustgotdownstairswhen,weare

metbynomcebo

Nomcebo:andwhatwhereyoutwodoingupstairs?

,youtwoarenothavinganaffairareyou?

Unathi:eewmom,nomahadgonetoyourofficeto

lookforyouandIwaslookingforapen,wejust

happenedtohavemetthere

Nomcebo:okay



Shedropseverythingshewasdoingandrushedto

heroffice,IcouldtellshethoughtIfound

something,damnunathishouldn'thavetoldherwe

wereinherestudynowsheisgoingtobeextra

careful

Meanwhileinnomcebo'soffice

Nomcebo

DamnwhatittheyfoundtheL.S.D,Igotomy

studyandIfindmybookcasestillintact,Itakethe

drugoutandIplaceitinmysecrectsafenoone

knowsaboutnotevenmydearlovelyhusband,I

thengotomyroomandchange,bythetimeIget

downstairsallthegrocerieshadbeenpacked,I

decidednottocook,Ipourmyselfaglassofwine

anddecidetorelax.

[09/30,11:04] :Insert42



Thando

Mygirlswerenowtwomonthsold,Idecidedit's

timetomovebackintomyapartment,sotodayI

willbeconductinginterviews foranannyformy

kids,Iinterviewmanypeoplebutthisparticular

girlstandsout,shewassowarm,friendlyand

inviting,andIcouldtellmybabieswilllbeinsafe

handswithher,hernameisNandipha,shehelps

mepackalmosteverythingthatbelongstomeand

mybabies,onlyafewclotheswereleft,bandile

andsanelewerecontributingR3000.00each

towardsthemaintenanceofthegirls,notthatI

reallyneedthemoney,soIwillpaythenannyfour

thousandfromthatmoneyandtheniwillsavethe

twothousandforthem,afterweweredonewith

packing,Itakeeverythingtomyapartment,Iget

thereIaskthecleaningladyinouryardtocleanfor

me,fromtoptobottom,Ithenpayforherservices,

sheevenpackedeverythingIhadbroughtwithme,

Ithendecidetogoanddogroceryshoppingsince

nandiphawillbemovinginwithme,Iwasreally



happyaboutthat,idrivebacktomyapartment,

packeverythingup,Idrivebackhome,Ithank

nandipha,Igivehergivehundredrandsfor

transport,weweretomeethereatmyparents

houseinthemorning,Iwasfinallygoingbackto

myhouse,Ilovedbeingathomebutmomcanbea

bittoomuchsometimes.

Zoey

Mybabieswerenowtwomonths,bandilewas

barelyathome,hewaseitherbusyatworkorbusy

drinkingwithlungaandkwanele,thankGodthe

nannywasherewithme,otherwiseIwouldreally

bestruggling,Iwokeupearlytoday,Bandile

camebackearlyinthemorning,soIlethimbe,I

goandtakeashower,lotionandgetdressed,Iask

thenannytopreparethekids,whileIpreparea

bottlesforthem,Ifinishup,Igotomyroom,

Bandilewasoutofit,soItakehiscarkeys,take

mybabiescarseats,Itaketheirbagandbottles,I



askthenannytobring khweziandlwazi,I

carefullystrapthemin,Igetinanddrivetomy

parentshouse,Ifindmom,sisfloandAnthony,

dadwasoutofthecountrywithbusiness,everyone

washappytoseemeandthetwins,butmorelike

happytoseethetwins

Anthony:dumbhead...

Me:what'supdweeb

Anthony:medweeb?,ouchdumbhead.

Mom:zoeycanyoupleaseleavemybabyalone.

Me:oops,Iforgotwehaveamama'sboy

Anthony:Mom,Icanfightmyownbattles

Mom:notwhenamaround.(webothlaugh)

Mommakeslunch,weeatandwehangoutforthe

restday,momwasreallyenjoyingplayingwithher

Grandbabies,Iwasstillrelaxedwhenmyhusband

decidedtocall

Bandile:babycanyoupleasebringmycar,Iwant

togoandhangoutwithmyfriends.



Me:bandiletaketheothercar,Iwon'tcomeback

nowsinceyouaregoingoutanyway.

Bandile:butbabythatismybaby,noonetouches

her.

Me:tough,justdrivetomyparentshouseand

thenleavethatothercarforme.

Bandile:babethatisalotofwork,Iwillrequestan

uber.

Me:finewhatever,Iwillcomebacktommorrow

morning.

Bandile:no,youbettercomebackhomewithmy

kids,youcansleepatyourparentshousebutI

wantmybabiesinmyhousebytonight(ihangup)

Hemustbecrazy,IdecidedthatIwon'tbegoing

backtomyhouse,Iwasgoingtosleepover,Ilook

atthetimeanditwas15h00,Idecidetoask

Anthonyformoney,hesendsmeR1000.00,

damnAnthonywasreallybecomingstinggy,I

drivetothemall,IquicklybuyajeanandaTshirtI

willweartommorrow,Ibuyanewbraandpantyas

well,Igotopicknpaybutabathtowel,teeth



brush,deodrantandsomefewsnacks,Idrive

backhome,sisflohadgonetohercottage.

Ihelpthenannywiththekids,theywillbesleeping

withthenannyintheguestbedroom,Iwasliterally

tired,soIgotobed,Iwasstillsleepingwheni

hearmyphonerings,Ilookatthecalleridandit

wasBandile

Me:whyareyoucallingmethislate?

Bandile:Itoldyoutobringmykids,didn'tI?

Me:bandileIwanttosleepanddon'thavetimefor

this

Bandile:comeoutsideandbringmykids

Iwakeupandgooutside,onlytobemetbyadrunk

Bandile

Me:whatthehellareyoudoingherebythistimeof

thenight?

Bandile:Icameformykids,youcanstayhere.

Hewaswithkwaneleandlunga,lungawasnot

drunksohewastheonedriving



Me:whythehelldidyoubringhimhere?.

Lunga:heinsisted

Me:youthreeseriouslyneedtogrowup,fuckallof

you(Iraisemymiddlefinger)

Theywereallshocked,IgobackinsideandIsleep,

Iwasfumming.

[09/30,11:04] :Insert43

Bandile

Iwokeupwithonehellofaheadache,Igotothe

bathroom,domyhygineprocesses,lotionandget

dressed,Igodownstairs,manzoeyisgoingtokill

me,thelivingroomwasfullofpeople,Idon'teven

recallbringinghome,Igototheguestroom,Ifind

kwaneleandsomechickIdon'tevenknow,lunga

hadsleptonthesofabedinthenursery,Iwake

everyoneup,thankGodtheyalldecidetoleave

includingmyfriends,astheywereleaving,mom

comestomyhouse



Mom:Bandilewhatisgoingon?,whoarethis

people?

Me:longstoryMom,anywaywhyareyouhere?

Mom:amhereforzoey,Iforgottotellthatitwill

beherturntohosttheladieslatelunch thismonth

,sincekhanyiisnotfeelingwellandthatistoday.

Bandile:mayoucan'tbeserious,youcan'ttellher

tohosttheladiestoday,sheisnotevenaround.

Mom:guessIwillhavetocallhermyself.

Bandile:pleasedothat,momcanauntybellacome

andcleanthismessupplease?.

Mom:hellno,IgaveBellaanentiremonthoff,

eitheryoucleanyourmessorletyourwifeclean,

theladieswillbehereat17h00,thatshouldbe

morethanenoughtimeforyouguystopreparefor

thelatelunch.

Momleaves,damnamindeepshit,Ihavesome

majorsuckinguptodo,IgototheWoolworth,buy

mywifesomeflowers,aboxofexpensive

chocolatesandIgoandbuyherthemostexpensive



diamondnecklaceIcanfind,Icallkhanyibutshe

doesn'tanswer,Idrivebackhomeandthenigoand

cleansomeofthemessup.

Zoey

Iwasreallypissed,Iwokeup,makemybed ,goto

thebathroom anddomyhygineprocesses,Ifind

missedcallsfrommonsterinlaw,Iwonderwhat

shewants,Icallherback

Me:maamsorry,Imissedyourcalls

Queenmother:Ijustwantedtoaskyoutoforgive

me,Iforgottotellyouthatitisyourturntohost

theladieslatelunch thismonth

Me:it'sokayma,whenisthelunch?

Queenmother:thatisthethingzoey,thelunchis

today.

Me:what?,Maistoomuchofashortnotice

Queenmother:whatIcan'thearyou........ohyes



yourdinningroomandlivingareamess(she

hangsup)

Iwasliterallypissed,thankGodsisflodidn'thave

muchtodotoday,Iaskherforherhelpwith

cooking,shegivesmealistofthingstobuy,Ihave

neverhostedbefore,IaskLethaboandLaurento

alsocomeandhelpme,Laurendrovewithmeto

themall,whileLethabohelpedsisflowithcooking,

thankGodmybabieshadananny,Laurenandido

someshopping,laurenhasgotrealexpensivetaste

,shewasbuyingevenwineandchampagne

whosenamesIcannotevenpronouce,thankGod

Iwasgiftedmorethantwentythousandaftergiving

birthtothetwinsandIhadneverusedthatmoney,

Bandilehadalreadysetupatrustfundforhiskids

sotherewasnoneedforthemoneytobeused,

Laurendrivesbacktomyparentshousewith

Anthony'scar,Irequestforanuber,Igotothe

royalhousetocheckoutthemess,Iwasbeyond

pissed,itlooksliketherewasadamnpartyinthis

house,howdarehebringsstrangersinourhome,

aplacewheremybabiescallhome,Igoand



changeintooneofhistshirtsandtracksuit,Istart

cleaning,asIwasbusycleaningBandilewalksin

Bandile:babyamsorry(igivehimahugeslap),

finebabyIdeservethat.

Me:howdareyoubringstrangersintomybabies

home?

Bandile:amsorrybaby.

Me:amnyori,am nyori,njorimyleftfoot,the

nexttimeyoufeellikethrowingapartyforyour

hoespleasegotoyourhotelorclub,causethe

nexttimeyouinvademeandmykidsprivacy,Iwill

notbesokind.

Bandile:babyyoulooksodamncutewhenyouare

angry,amkindaofturnedon.

Ipushhimaside

Me:keepondreaming,bythewayyouare

sleepingintheguestroomtonight.

Hedoesn'tsayaword,hetakesthetrashoutand

hewasgonelikethat,Igotomyroom,Ifind

flowers,aboxofchocolatesandadiamond



necklaceandanotethatsaid

Babypleaseforgivethisidiot,causethisidiotreally

lovesyou.

Igetavaseandplacemyflowersinside,Itakea

showerandgetdressedIlookatthetimeitwas

now15h00,Ihearaknockonthedoororwas

khanyiandminnie,theyhadcometocheckonme,

theyhelpmesetthetableandstuffcausetheywere

usedtothiskindaofstuff,lethoboandLauren

deliverthefood,wesetup,wedecidedtodoit

buffetstyle,sinceitwassimple.IgiveLaurenthe

nanniesclothesandtoiletriesandthingsmybabies

willneed,theywillonlycomebacktommorrow.

Thesetupwasreallybeautiful,Laurenand

Lethaboleave.

Queenmother/nomcebo

Ireallyhadnotforgotten,Ijustwantedthelittle

Golddiggertosweatalittle,Igetreadyandmake



mywaytozoey'shouse,itwasgoingtobeMe,

sihle,Minnie,nomathemba,khanyi,Thando,my

goodfriendsizakheleandaboutsevenotherladies,

Iwasrunninglate,sowhenIeventuallygetthere,

everyonewasalreadythere,champagne was

flowing,everythinglookedreallygood,Thando

comesandhuggme,weallsitatanicleysetup

table,wewerebusyhavinglunch,whensihle

startsstarringthepot

Sihle:soThandohowisbabynomcebo?

Thando:sheisdoinggood,ihopehersiblingsare

finetoo.

Zoey:notthatyoureallycare,butLiamand

zahleearefine,infacttheyaredoingbetterthan

good.

Thando:it'sgoodtohear,causeIreallyfeltsorry

forthosepoorbabies.

Sihle:whywouldyoufeelsorryforkidswitharich

daddy?

Khanyi:canwepleasechangethetopicplease,

sihlepleasestopbeingmessy.



Sihle:missgoodytwoshoes,ain'tnobodytalking

toyou,letThandoanswermyquestion

Thando:Imeantheyhaveamotherthatcanbarely

takecareofherself,shecan'tevencook.

Zoey:Thando,ThandoIwillkeepmymouthshutif

Iwereyou,youshouldbethelastpersontojudge

me.

Thando:butamjustsayingitlikeis.

Zoey:okayfinesincewearetellingitlikeitis,

atleastmybabieshavethesamedaddyanddon't

sharetwobestfriendsasdaddies.

Me:zoeythatissodamnbelowthebelt,stopit

andstopitnow(Thandogetsupandgoestothe

guestbathroom,sihlegoesafterher)

Zoey:it'sfineforhertocallmeabadmotherand

youarefinewiththat?

Me:shutupwebothknowtoyouarenotabad

mother,infactiwillevengetyoumotherofthe

yearaward.(iwasnowbeingsarcastic)

IgetupandgoandcheckonThandowhowas



hystericallycryinginthebathroom ,Imanageto

clamherdown,wegobacktothetable,weeatour

food,withnoonesayingaword,weeventually

leave,Iwassotired,Igotomyhouse,takea

relaxingbathandtheniwearpyjamas,Icheckon

Thandoandmakesureshewasfine,Iwasso

damntiredsoIgotobed,tommorrowIstartwith

missiongetridofnomathemba,Ican'twait.

[09/30,11:04] :Insert44

Queenmother/nomcebo

Iwokeupinquietagoodmood,Imakemybed,

goodthingthekingwaswithhisotherwife,Igo

andtakeashower,lotionandgetdressed,Ilook

atthetimeitwassixam,Igotomystudyandtake

theL.S.D,Iplaceitinmypocket,igotothekitchen

,makebreakfastforthethreeofus,Iwasdone,I

pourL.S.DinmyOrangejuice,Iknowmy

husbandwillwantcoffeeandIknownomawillalso

wantorangejuice,Iplacefoodandjuiceinfrontof



ourchairs,IknowsheknowsIpoisonedherfood

butIbetyou,shewasn'tcountingonmepoisoning

myownjuice,soIknowsheisgoingtoswapthose

twojuices,nomacomesdownstairsfirst,shesits

onherchair,IexcusemyselfandIgotothepart

ofthekitchenicanseeher,Iseeherswapmyfood

andjuice,Iknewit,Iwasmakingmywaybackto

thedinningroom ,whenthekingfinallydecidedto

joinus,wehavebreakfast,nomawasjustlaughing

Noma:isitmeorisithotinhere?

King/husband:queennomaareyoufine?

Nina:amfineamjustfeelinghot

Shewasliterallysweating

King/husband:nomcebopleasehelpmetakeher

toherroomplease,Iwillcallmydoctortocome

andcheckonher.

Noma:theywanttotakemychildawayFromme,I

won'tletthem,mpendulotellthewitchestoleave

mybabyalone.

Me:whatiswrongwithher?



King/husband:Idon'tknowjustbringhersome

waterplease

Igoandpourwaterfromthetapforher,Iadda

littlesomethingagain,Iwastrulyenjoyingthis,I

takethewatertotheking,hegiveshersomewhat

todrink,afterwetakehertoherroom,shehas

nowgonefrombadtoworse,shenowwantedto

removeherclothesclaimingsheisnot,Ihelpher

removeherclothesandwrapherwithatowel,she

wasanythingbutclam,thekingasksmetopour

coldbathwaterforhermaybeshewillbefine.

IdoasIwasasked,hehelpshertakeabath,she

wasabitclamnowbutshewasstillscreamingand

shouting"theywanttokillmybaby,mphendulo

pleasedon'tletthem,kingmphendulokepton

tryingtoclamherdown,Ileavetheroom,shine

Thandoshine,sheseriouslydeservesabonous.

Thando

Nowthatambackinqueenmother'sgoodbooks,



amreadytomakemymoveonBandile,likeIsaid

aslongasamalivezoeyandBandilewillneverever

andImeaneverhaveahappilyeverafter,Ihad

justfinishedfeedingsmangele,smawasbeautiful

andmuchlighterthannomcebodon'tgetme

wrong,nomcebowasreallysupercute,shewas

lightbutsmangelewasmuchlighter,Igivebirthto

nouglybabies,Nandiphahadjustfinishedgiving

nomceboabath,shehandsnomcebotomeand

shetakessmangele,shegivesherabath,itwas

FridaysoLethabocomesandpickssmangeleup,I

decidedIfeltlikepartyingtoday,soImightaswell

dump,nomceboonzoey'sdoorstep,itisafterall

herfather'shouse,IinstructNandiphatopack

everythingmybabiesneed,Iwritealistofdo'sand

don'tsforbothzoeyandLethabo,Lethabofinally

arraives,Igivehereverythingsmangeleneeds

andthelist.

Afterlethoboleaves,Istrapnomcebotohercar

seat,Idrivetotheroyalhouse,Igostraightto

Bandile'shouse,Iringthedoorbell,zoeyopensthe

door,shewascarryingherwhinningbrat(khwezi),



likemotherlikedaughterIguess

Zoey:Thando,whatareyoudoinghere?

Me:oooh,Ibroughtthisonetovisitherdad,She

haseverything,sheneeds,Ievenmadealistof

do'sanddont,tellBandiletobringhertommorrow

morning

Zoey:Thandoyoucan'tbeserious.

Me:amdeadserious,itisherfather'shouseafter

all,goodluck.

Sheasksthenannyto.Comeandtakenomcebo.

Thenannycomesandtakenomcebo,Igotosayhi

toqueenmother

Shewasreallythrilledtoseeme,shetellsmethat

herL.Swhat,whatwasworking

IwashappycauseIknewsoonitwillbepayback

time

IdrivehomeandIchillfortherestoftheday,I

lookatthetime,itwasaroundeight,Igetready,I

decidetogotoBandile'sclub,Iwaswithmyfriend

Jenny,Iwasdressedinbumshorts,acroptop



withlongsleevesandsomegladiatorsandals,I

madesuremymakeupwasonpoint,myweave

lookedstunning.

Iwasbusypartyingupastorm,whenIseeBandile,

hewaskissingsomegirl,IwasshockedcauseI

wasn'texpectingtoseehimhere,soeverything

wasnotperfectinparadiseafterall,hewasalso

shockedtoseemetoo,whenhefinallylooksinmy

direction,hecomestome

Bandile:whatthehellareyoudoinghereand

whereismydaughter?.

Me:yourdaughterisfine,amsurezoeyistaking

goodcareofher,sothekingfinallygottiredofhis

queen?.

Bandile:youbetterkeepyourmouthshut,causeif

youdestroymymarriage,Iwillmakesureyou

regretit,soyoutookmydaughtertomyhouse,so

youcanparty?

Me:whynot?,Ideservetorestandletmyhair

downonceinawhile,Iwillneverbecomeboring

anddulllikeyourwife.



Bandile:don'tyoudareinsultmywife

Weweredisturbedbyhisphoneringing,itwas

zoey.

Bandile:shit....(heanswers)baby

Zoey:.................

Bandile:Iwillbehomeinafewminutes

Heleaves,Icontinuepartyinguntilloneam

Zoey

Iwasbusytryingtoclamkhwezidown,causeshe

wasscreamingherlungsout,whenThandocomes

anddumpsnomceboonmydoorstep,shedidn't

evengivemeachancetosayno,Itrytocall

Bandile,buthekeptignoringmycalled,thenanny

helpsme,itwasn'teasytakingcareofthreebabies,

theyeventuallyfallasleep,IcallBandileagainand

hefinallypicksmycalls,hetellsmehisonhisway

home,hefinallygetshome,hesmelledlikeadamn



brewery,heevensmelledofcheapperfume

Bandile:babyam sorry(islaphim)

Pleasebaby,amreallysorry.

Itellthenannytotakecareofmykids,Igoand

lockmyselfupinourroom andIjustcry,Bandile

wasreallyhurtingme,butihavetobestrongfor

mybabies,theyaretheonlythingthatmattertome

now.

[09/30,11:05] :Insert45

Bandile

Iwokeupqueitearly,Igoandcheckonthekids

andallthreeofthemwerestillsleeping,dadand

sphamandlahadgonetocloseaveryimportant

businessdeal,Igothemainbedroom andIfind

suitcasespacked

Me:(Igodownonmyknees)babypleasedon't

leave please.



Zoey:whosaidanythingaboutmeleaving?,ooh

dearhusbandyouaretheoneleaving,thisismy

andmykidshomeandooohdon'tletthedoorhit

youonyourwayout.

Me:babypleaseyoucan'tdothis?,whereamI

supposedtogo?

Zoey:atthispointandtime,Ireallydon'tcare,go

tooneofyourhoesmaybetheywillbewillingto

accomodateyou.

Me:pleasezoey,ambeggingyouplease(itryto

kissher,shegivestwomeanslaps)

Zoey:don'tyoudaretouchme,Ithinkyouarenot

gettingthemessage(shetakesmybagsandthrow

themoverthestairs)nowletmegoandcheckon

mykids,Iwantyououtofhere,youbetterbegone

whenIcomeback.

Shegoestocheckonthekids,lookslikeshewas

prettymuchserious,Igodownstairsandtakemy

bagsguessitisthemainhouseforme,Icallunathi

,hecomesasIwasleaving

Unathi:areyougoingonavacationorbusinesstrip



.

Me:zoeythrewmeout

UNathi:whatthehellisgoingonwithyoubra?,I

thoughteverythingwasgonebetweenyouand

zoeywerefine.

Me:thatisuntillIwentbacktolivinglikeabachelor

Unathi:youmeanyouarethrowingyourmarriage

awayforpeoplethatdontevencareaboutyouand

onenightstands,youareonetwistedidiot.

Me:fine,Ideservethat.

Unathi:andmore.

Unathihelpsmewithmybags,Igotothemain

houseandplacemybagsinmyoldroom.

Apprentlyqueennomawasnotfeelingwell,soI

mustgoandcheckonher,sheisnotmyfavourite

person,butIwishhernoharm.

Meanwhile



Queenmother/nomcebo

Myhusbandhadleftnomathembainmycare,

whichwasperfect,IgoandtaketheL.S.Dand

pouranotherdosageinherfood,Itakehersteak

andgreensaladplussomepurewater,Ieven

includedforkandsteakknief,hopefullyshe

commitssuicide,itwouldbethehappiestdayof

mylife,Itakethefoodtoher,sheeatslike,she

hasnoteatteninyears,Ileaveandgototheliving,

Iwasthereforaboutfifteenminutes,whenIheara

screamingBandile,Ilistentowherethescreaming

wascommingfrom anditwascommingfrom

nomathemba'sroom,nomathembawasstabbing

Bandileonthearm

Iquicklyjumponher,shestartsstabbingme,

Bandiletakeshisphoneandcallsunathiforhelp,

hetellshimtobringthetwoguards,Iwasinso

muchpain,nomakeptstabbingmeandsaying,

"youalienswanttotakemybaby",iwas

screaminginpain,bandilecouldn'thelpmecause

hewasinjured,Icouldn'tscream anymore,iwas



numb,eventually,unathiandtheguardsarraive,

theypullnomaawayfrommeandcallforan

ambulanceandIwasout.

Zoey

Iwasbusytakingcareofnomcebo,whenMinnie

callsandtells,nomathembahaslostitandshe

hasstabbedbothBandileandqueenmotherandall

threeofthemhavebeentakentoahospital,Iask

MinnietoasksihletocallThandotocomeand

picknomcebo,sihle,khanyi,MinnieandIrushto

thehospital,luckilyBandilewasonlystabbedon

thehandandqueenmotheronthehandwasa

differentstory,shewasstabbedalloverandshe

washeavilysuidated,causeshewasinsomuch

painandshecouldbarelymove,nomathembahas

beentakentoapsychiatricward,Bandilewas

discharged,sowerequestanuberforhimand

nathi,sihle,Minnie,khanyiandIdrivebackhome

togetherinsihle'scar,Igotomyhouseandcheck



onmykids,Thandohadcomeandpickednomcebo

up,IgotothemainhouseandcheckonBandile,I

makehimasimplesandwitchandthenpour

orangejuiceforhim,Ihelphimeatandthengive

himhismedication.

Bandile:thankyoubaby,forwhatiswortham

reallytrulyanddeeplysorry.

Me:ifyousayso,anyway,amgoingbacktocheck

onthekids,Iwillcomeandcheckonyoulaterand

bringyousomefoodsincempumieisforeverather

girlfriendsplace.

Bandile:fine,Iwillcomeandseethekids

tommorrow,hopefullyIwillbefeelingbetter.

Me:it'sokay

Ileavehimtorest,don'tgetmewrong,Ireallylove

Bandileandcareforhimbutfornowuntillhegets

hisshittogether,hewillremaininthemainhouse,

ifhedoesn'tgethisshittogether,IguessIwillhave

tolethimstaytherecausemykidsandiaregoing

nowhere.

[09/30,11:05] :Insert46



Queenmother/nomcebo

Iwokeupinsomuchpain,Ilookaroundandnotice

aminanunfamiliarroom,thenmymemorycomes

back,thebitchstabbedme,thedoctorstepsinto

myroom,whichwasgoodcauseeveryinchofmy

bodyhurt

Me:waterplease(hehelpsmedrinkthewater),

doctoraminsomuchpainpleasehelp.

Doctor:Iactuallycametogiveyou,your

medication,youareasaviour,mostpeopledon't

surviveafterbeingstabbedthirtysixtimes.

Me:youmeanthatbitchstabbedme,thirtysix

times?,nowonderwhyeveryinchofmybody

hurts

Doctor:youaregoingtobefine,youaregoingto

beinawheelchairforacoupleofmonthscause

youaregoingtohavetotakeiteasy

Me:what?,no,no,nothiscan'tbehappeningto



me.

Doctor:amsureyouwillrecoverquickly,sodon't

worry.

Hegivesmethemedicationandheleaves,iwas

insomuchpainonewouldswearIdidn'tdrinkany

medicationforpain,Iwasabouttosleepwhen

thispersonIdon'tknowsuddenlywalksin

Me:andwhoareyou?

Unkown:amMphotheparamedicthatattendedto

you

Me:somphohowcanIhelpyou?

Mpho:nothequestionishowcanIhelpyou?

Me:whatthehellisthatsupposedtomean?

Mpho:(heshowsmeabagwiththeL.S.D

containerinside)Ithinkthisbelongstoyou.

Me:whatisthat?

Mpho:youknowverywellthisbelongstoyou,I

foundthisinyourpockectandhiditfrommy

collegue,soihadafriendofminetestthisandhe



tellsmeitisaverydangerousdrug,L.S.D,I

wonderwhatyouweredoingwithit

Me:provethatitismine.

Mpho:Ididnottouchitwithmyhands,sothey

willgetyourfingerprints.

Me:thatcanbedisputed,youhadmetouchthe

containerwhileIwasoutofitinorderforyouto

blackmailme.

Mpho:(heclapshishands)youaresmart,butnot

smartenoughforme,youseeyouforgotjustone

smallminordetail,youseenomathemba'sblood

resultsisalltheproofIneed,amsuretheydidthe

bloodwork.

Me:finewhatdoyouwant?

Mpho:good,nowthatweareonthesamepage,i

wanttwomillionandamgivingyoutwoweeksto

getmethatmoneyorit'sjailtimeforyou

Me:ifIdaregotojail,Iwillmakesureyouare

besidemeforinstructionofjusticeandIwill

personallymakesureyoudon'tseeanotherday



afteryoufinishservingyoursentence

Mpho:twoweeksandnotadaymore.

Me:Iwillonlygiveyouonehundredthousandand

notacentmore,Iwilltransferthemoney

tommorrowintoyouraccount.

Mpho:thatisabusurd

Me:takeitisleaveit,webothgotojail

Mpho:fine

Heleaves,Igobacktosleeping,Iwasinsomuch

pain.

Zoey

Iwokeupquietearly,Igoandcheckonmy

babies,lwaziwasupandgiglingonhisown,my

divawasstillasleep,Itakemybaby,Igoandgive

himhisbath,whilethenannymakessoftporriage

forthem,Ifeedlwazi,thenannytakeslwaziand

rockshimbacktosleep,asIwasabouttogoand



checkonBandile,mydivascreams,Igoand

attendher,Iaskthenannytopreparesomewater

forher,igiveherabath,Idressherandgoand

feedher,asiwasstillfeedingherBandilewalksin

Bandile:morningbabyqueen.

Me:morningtoyoutooBandile

Bandile:nobabynonothing.

Me:theonlybabiesareknowarekhweziandlwazi.

Bandile:ouch......,Imissyou,havepityonme

andpleasehavepityonmeandletmecome

home.

Me:notnow,maybeaftertwoyears.

Bandile:Ican'twaitthatlongplease .

Menotnow,youcameheretoseeyourkidsnot

me,hereisanotherone.

Ihandkhwezitohimandheholdsher,thenanny

comeswithlwazi,hewasbusyspendingtimewith

hiskids,Igoandtakeashower,comebackand

Bandilewasgonejustlikethat,Iknewitwastoo

goodtobe,apparentlyheisgoingtothehospital



tovisitqueenmotherwithunathi,sihleandMinnie,

khanyiwasn'tfeelingwellsotheyletber.

Itakethekidsandplacetheminastroller,Igoto

visitkhanyi,shewasnowfeelingmuchbetter

apparentlysheandsphamandlawereexpecting

andtheyweren'treadytotellpeoplegetsoiwas

thefirstonetoknow,wespendafewhours

together,shecooksandIplacethegoodin

containersandIheadbackhome.

Thando

Iwokeuppreparedeverything,Igoandmakemy

bed,Icheckonmygirls,Igivethemabath,feed

themandiinstructnandiphatocomeandlookafter

mygirls,Idrivetothehospitaltovisitqueen

mother,IfindBandile,mpumie,sihle,Minnieand

unathi,apparentlythekingandsphamandlawere

ontheirwayhome,Ifeltsorryforhershame,the

bitchmustbecrazyshame,Imeanwhostabs

someone36times,aftervisitinghours,Bandile



driveswithmetomyapartmenttogoandcheckon

nomcebo,whichremindsme,Ihavetosellmy

apartmentandbuyanewhomeformybabies

WegettomyapartmentandIfindnandipha

holdingnomcebo,whichwasperfect,Igive

nomcebotoBandile,wesitinthelivingroom

playingwithourdaughterthiswasreallyperfect

wishthismomentcouldlast,Bandileseemtohave

evenforgottenaboutthewholesanelesafewhich

wasperfect

[09/30,11:05] :Insert47

King/mphendulo

Iwasinaveryimportantbusinesstrip,withmyson

sphamandla,whenwegetacallthatnomathemba

hadcompletlylostitandstabbedqueeennomcebo

andBandile,Bandilewasfine,wegetthenext

availableflight,wegetbacktosouthAfrica,we

don'tevengotothepalace,wedrivestraighttothe

hospital,wegoandcheckonnomcebofirst,she



waspissed

Nomcebo:doyouseewhatthatcrazybitchyou

marrieddidtome?,shestabbedmenotthreeor

sixtimes,butthirtysixtimes,thirtysixfucking

times

Me:amsorryhoney

Sphamandla:amsorrymom,Iwasn'tthereto

protectyou

Westayforthirtyminutesminutesandthenwego

andcheckonnomathemba

Thedoctortellsmesomeonewaspoisoingher

withL.S.D,Iknewtherecouldonlybeoneperson

whowoulddosuchathinganditisnoneotherthan

mywife,Iwillmakesuresheconfessesand

regretsdoingwhatshedidtomyotherwives,

nomcebohasbeenplayingontopofmyheadfor

waytolong,it'stimetoputastoptoallofthis

nonsense.Thedoctortellsmetheyaredoing

everthingpossiabletohelpnomathembaandshe

willbefine.Ithentellsphamandlatodropmeoff

athome,Iwasreallytiredandjetlegged,wedrive



home,Igethome,Icalloneofmytrustedeldersto

goandgetmetheroyalinyanga,meandhimhave

tohaveaveryserioustalk.

Bandile

Iwokeupandwenttohavebreakfastdownstairs,I

finddadhavinghisbreakfast,dadwasoldschool

so,hewasbusyreadinganewspaper,Igreetdad

Dad:andwhoistakingcareofyourkidsandwife,

whileyouarehere?

Me:dadzoeywastheonewhothrewmeout.

Dad:so?,youfeelyoucancomeandhidebehind

yourmother'sskirt.

Me:dadamtryingtofixthingswithzoeyIjust

don'tknowhow.

Dad:canyoubeamanforonceandstopacting

likeadamnteenager,forsomeonewiththreekids

yousurehellarestuipid.



WehavebreakfastandIgocheckonzoeyandkids

,Ifindzoeybusytryingtoclamdownkhwezi,I

takeherfromzoeyandsheimmediatelystops

crying,Iplaywithherandthenzoeygoestocheck

onLiam,shecomesbackwithhimandthenshe

startsgivinghimhisbath,shelotionshim,dress

himandthengiveshimtothenannytofeedhim,

shetakeskhwezifrommeandshegivesherabath,

idecidetotakezoeyandmybabiesout,Idecideto

takethemtoafunpark,wewerehavingsomuch

fun,evenzoeyseemedalittlerelaxed

Thando

Ihaddscidetogooutandrelaxjustforawhile,

nandiphahadgonehometobabysit,soidecideto

takemybabiestoathemepark,Ibumpinto

Bandileandzoey,Icouldseetheywerehavingfun,

Idecidetogooverandgreetthem,justtomake

mypresencefelt

Me:thissocuteandcosy,whywasn'tjaylar



invited?

Bandile:Iwaswithheryesterdayaftervisiting

mom,todayisaboutkhweziandlwazi

Me:butyouarewithkhweziandlwazieveryday,

oopsIforgotyouarebusykissinghoesatyour

club,sosorryBandileitwasaslipofthetongue

Zoey:itokay,Bandileconfessedeverything,I

know

Me:damnBandilehadtoruinthefun,Iwashoping

tobreakthejuicystorytoyou

Zoey:amsorrybutsomeonebeatyoutoit.

Nowifyouwillexcuseus,itisfamilytime,wewant

tohavesomefun.

IleavethemandIletthembe,Iwasreallypissed.

Laterthatday

Zoey



IwasactuallypissedatBandilebutIdidn'twantto

giveBandilethesatisfactionofshowingherthat

myhouseisnotinorder,Iwassotired,I

preparewaterformybabies,Bandileholdskhwezi

whileIgiveLiamhisbath,Ifeedhimandmypoor

babywasoutjustlikethat,Itakekhwezigivehera

bath,Ifeedherandshefallsasleep,mypoor

babiesweretired,Bandilegoesbacktothemain

house,Icallkhanyitocheckuponher,shewasso

happytohearfrom,IalsocallLeejoytoandspill

thetea,shewaslaughingherassoffand

promisedtocomeandholdmybabieswhileI

whoopThando'sass,Icallasleepwhilewewere

stilltalking.

Bandile

IwasimpressedwithhismywifehandlesThando

today,Ithoughtshewasgoingtokillmebutshe

waswaytooclamformyliking,amnowtoscared



togonearher,amsuresheisgoingtoskinme

alive,Ihavetostayawayfrommyfuckbuddies,I

wasrelaxinginmyroom,whenMirandacallsme,

thedevilwasreallytestingme,Ijustignorehercall,

Itrycallingzoey,butshedoesn'tanswer,Ilether

beandIeventuallyfellasleep.

[09/30,11:05] :Insert48

King/mphendulo

Iwokeupearly,godomyhygineprocesses,both

mywiveswerestillatthehospital,soIwasgoing

tovisitthem,Ihadnoonetomakebreakfastfor

me,soIdecidediwillgrabsomethingtoeaton

mywaytothehospital,Ilookatthetimeanditwas

nineam ,Idrivetowimpygetmyselfbreakfast,I

hadtwoofmyGuardswithme,soialsobuy

breakfastforthem ,Ieat,Ithendrivetothe

hospital,Ifirstgoandcheckonnomathembawho

wasdoingmuchbetter,butshewasnotoutofthe

woodsyet,shestillneedstogotorehab,asmy



GuardsandIweremakingourwaytonomcebo's

room,Iseethisyoungmancommingoutofher

room ,Iwasstillalittlebitatadistance,could

nomcebobecheatingonme?,iaskoneofmy

guardstogoandgettheyoungman,Ienter

nomcebo'sroom

Me:queenmother,howareyoufeeling?

Nomcebo:amstillinsomuchpain.

Afewminuteslater,theguardreturnswiththe

youngman

Me:youngman,whoareyouandwhatisyour

relationshipwithmywife?

Nomcebo:heis........

Me:nomceboIwasn'ttalkingtoyou,amtalkingto

theyoungman,lethimansweramsurehecan

speakforhimself.

Youngman:ammpho,amoneoftheparamedics

thatattendedtoyourwivessirandhereismycard

toproveit(hehandshiscardtome)

Me:isee,butitstilldoesn'texplainwhatyouare



doinghere?

Mpho:thequeen'swristwatchwasleftbehindin

theambulance,Isawitwasexpensive,soikeptit

forherandidecidedtobringittoher.

Me:fineyoumaytakeyourleave.

MpholeavesandItelltheguardstowaitoutside

Nomcebo:soithasgottentoapointofyounot

trustingmeinthatmanner?.

Me:withyou,oneneverknowsandifyouare

doingsillystuiptthingslikedruggingnoma,you

betterstartconfessingbeforeitistoolate.

Nomcebo:howdareyousaysuchthings?

Me:amnotstuipid,apersonjustdoesn'tgofrom

beinghealthyandsanetoabsolutelycrazyand

bizzarethenextday.

Nomcebo:howdareyou,getoutofmyroom.

Me:IwillgobutkeepwhatIsaidinmind,confess

causewhenyoucomebackhometheroyalinyanga

willbewaitingforyoutoswear.



Ileaveaveryupsetandangrynomcebo,Idecide

togohome,IdrivepastNandosgetmyselfsome

food,amsurenompumelelohasgonetoher

girlfriend'splace,sheshouldjustmovethere

alreadycause,sheisforeverthere ,Idrivehome,I

findBandilewatchingsoccer

Me:can'tyougotoyourhousealready?

Bandile:apparentlyIcanonlygothereaftertwo

years.

Me:amgivingyoutwodaystosortyourselfout

andmoveoutofmyhouse.

Bandile:butdad.........

Me:what?,twodays,youareamanandit'stime

toactlikeone,rememberwhatthegoodbooksays,

amanshallleavehisparentshouse......

Bandile:yes,yesIknowcanInowwatchmy

soccergameinpeaceandnotinpieces.

IsitdownandjoinBandile,weendupsharingthe

foodIbought,Iwasgratefulhisarmwashealing

perfectly.



Zoey

Ihadwokenupearly,idomyhygineprocesses,I

getmybabiesreadyfortheday,feedthem,Iplace

theminastroller,Iwasreallystartingtogetthe

hangofthismommything,Idecidetogoforawalk

aroundtheroyalyard,itwasreallyrelaxingshame

,Itakeathirtyminuteswalk,mybabieswerenow

sleeping,Ituckthemin,Icallkhanyiandminnieto

comeover,theydo,wejusthangout,khanyi

beingkhanyidecidestocookandshecooked

enoughfoodtofeedanarmy,theydishupin

containersandtheyleave,Iwasnowseriously

bored,Idecidetogoout,Ihaven'tbeenoutina

while,Ineedtoletmyhairloosejustfortonight,I

askthenannytobabysit,shewasshockedmy

babieswerebarelytwomonthsandIwasleaving

them,Itwistherarmandsheeventuallyagrees,I

takeashower,lotionandgetdressed,Icheckmy

hair,mycurlyhairhadgrownback,Idecidetogo

formy32inchweave,Iwearablackskinnyjean,



mywhiteungenaphislogant-shirt,whitevans,

madesuremymakeupwasonpointandIwasout

thedoor,Idecidetogotobandile's0911,Igetthere

anditwaspacked,Igetmyselfanonalcholic

cocktail,Iwasnotdrinking,Iwasjustinnocently

dancing,whenBandilecomesandgrabsmeand

pullsmetohisoffice

Bandile:whatthehelldoyouthinkyouaredoing?

Me:relaxwillyou?,amnotdrinking,Iwasjust

dancingforfun.

Bandile:andwhileyouarebusyjustdancingfor

fun,whoistakingcareofmybabies?.

Me:sinceyoucaresomuchaboutthem,whydon't

yougoandtakecareofthemyourself

(hejustlooksatme)Ithoughtso.

Bandile:areyousure,youarenotdrunk?

Me:ammorethan100%sure,infactam200%

sure.

hetakesmyhand,holdsitandheleadstheway,

hewastakingmehome,wewereonourwayout,



whenwebumpintothischick

Unknownchick:Bandile whothehellisthis?,is

shethereasonwhyyouhavebeenignoringmy

calls?,afterfuckingmelastweek,youthinkyou

candumpmeforthisthing?

Me:babygirliguessyouaregoingtohavetojoin

theque,butIwishyouluckcauseThandowill

definatlyhaveyourassforbreakfast.

Unknownchick:whothehellisThando?

Me:hiswifedear,meandyousamewhat'sapp

group,wearebothhissidechicks,Thandoishis

main

Bandile:zoeyamsorry.....,Mirandawillyoushut

thefuckup,thisismywife.

Me:ifihadapennyforeverytimeyouaresorry,I

willbesorichrightnow

Iwassopissed

Miranda:amsorry,Ididntknowyouwerehiswife.

Me:it'sokaydearBandileonlytellsyou,whathe

wantsyoutoknow.



Irequestforanuber,theuberarraives,Igetinand

leaveBandileandhismiranda,Igethome,Liam

wassleeping,missdivaontheotherhandwas

screamingherlungsout,assoonasItakehershe

clamsdown,Itakeherwithmetomyroom,we

endupfallingasleep.

Bandile

DamnthisMirandachick,dadisthrowingmeout

ofhishouseintwodaystimeandshehadtogoand

ruineverything,Iwasreallypissed,Igotomycar

andleaveMirandastandingthereallshocked,Iget

homeandigostraighttomyroom,Itakemyphone

andcallzoey,shedoesn'tanswer,Igotomy

house,unlockthefrontdoor,Igoandopenmy

bedroomdoor,Ifindzoeyfastasleepwithkhwezi

nexttoher,Itakekhweziandtakehertothe

nurseryandiplaceherinhercotbed,Ithencover

zoeywithherthrowandtheniswitchontheaircon

forhersinceitwashot,Igototheotherroomand



sleep,Iwasreallytiredandpissed,soididn't

havetheenergytobacktothemainhouse.

[09/30,11:06] :Insert49

Twoweekslater

Queenmother/nomcebo

Iwasfeelingmuchbetterandthedoctorsaidiwas

readytogohome,Iwasreallynotlookingfoward

tothat,thekingwasforeveronmycase,yes,I

hadsucessfullypaidmphooff,butmyhusband

wantedtoknowwhattheHundrendthousandwas

for,thingswerenotgoingsowellbetweenmeand

myhusband,plushewantsmetoswear,Ididn'tdo

anythingtonomathemba,Iwasreallytiredofmy

husbandshame,Ihadaskedsphamandlatocome

andpickmeup,whatreallyannoyedmeisthatthis

timeIdon'thavecontrolofanything,causeone,

althoughIpaidmphooff,hestillhadtheevidence



andIdon'tknowwhathewilldowithit,hecould

comeandblackmailmesomemore,twomy

husbandwasontome,sphamandlafinally

arraivesandhewaswithunathi,theygoandpay

thehospitalbill,thentheytakemeto

sphamandla'scar,Afterwhatfeelslikeforever,

wefinallygethome,Iwasshockedandsuprised

atthesametime,everyonewastheretowelcome

me,exceptforNoma,shewasstillinrehab,but

shewasfineandshewillbehomeanydaynow,

everyonewashappytoseemeandIwashappyto

see,everyone,exceptforzoeythatgirljustrubs

meupthewrongway,butthistimeIreallydidn't

carethatmuchabouther,Ihavealotonmyplate,

wehavelunch,myson'sandmydaughterwere

thrilledtohavemehome,afterlunchtheyallleave,

exceptforBandileandNompumelelo,zoeyhad

apparentlythrownBandileoutofhishouse,

everyonehadleft,itwasnowjustthekingandIin

ourbedroom

King/mphendulo:soareyoureadytotellmethe

truthorshouldIhumiliateyou?



Me:whattruth?

King/mphendulo:theroyalinyangawillbehere

andyouhavetoswear.

Iwasnowscared,Ibegintocry

King/mphendulo:youbetterstopwithyour

crocodiletears,causebythetimeamdonewith

you,youwon'tevenrecogniseyourselfinthe

mirror,youbetterbereadytosweartommorrow.

Me:Iwilldonosuchthing

Ihadaprivatenurse,Iaskhertohelpmegettobed

,Ieventuallyfallasleep.

Thenextday

Queenmother/nomcebo.

Iwokeuptothenewsthatnomathembawashome

andthekinghascalledforameeting,everyone

includingthevillagersweretobethere,sothemy



husbandwasseriousaboutmeswearing,Iaskmy

nursetohelpmegetintomybathtub,shedoes,I

doallmyhygineprocesses,Ilotion,getdressed,

myhusbandwalksin

Me:Ihearyouhavecalledforameeting.

King/mphendulo:yes,ihave,Igaveyousomany

opportunitiesforyoutocomeclean.

Me:butnomastabbedmethirtysixtimesamin

painandIthinknomaandIareeven.

King/mphendulo:soyoudoadmittopoisoning

noma?,oohdearwife,youhavenotpaidyet,what

nomadidtoyouisjustatipoftheiceberg,since

therewon'tbeanyneedforyoutoswear,youare

goingtoconfesswhatyoudidtoyoursisterwifeat

ameetingandtheniwiltakethematterfoward.

Hewasangry,Iontheotherhandwasnotgoingto

sayanything

Fewhourslater



Everyonemadetheirwaytothecouncilchambers,

allthewhose,whoseofthevillagewerethere,even

theelderswerethere,Iwasstillnotgoingtosay

anything,mynursepushedmeallthewaytothe

councilchambers,assoonasIarraive,theking

getsupandeveryonekeepsqueitand pay

attentiontowhathehastosay

King/mphendulo:Icalledallofyouheretoday

causemywifehassomethingtotelleveryone,my

firstwifewhoisqueenmother

heindicatestomynursetobringmeforward

ShedoesandIjuststartcrying,everyonewas

shockedtoseemecrying

King/mphendulo:queenmotherwillyoupleasetell

uswhatyouwanttotellus,sowecanmove

forward.

Me:myking,myelders,queennomathemba,my

kidsandallourloyalsubjects,pleaseforgiveme

forIhavewrongedyouandhumblyaskforyour

forgiveness,Ididn'tnotwantmyhusbandtomarry

queennoma,soitriedtokillherbabybypouring



oilonthefloorandsheslippedandfell(everyone

intheroomjustgaspoutofshock,Iwascrying)i

alsousedanabortionpillanddruggedherwithL.S

.D(peoplewereshockedandbegancallingmeevil

witch)amsorrypleaseforgiveme,itwasoutof

angerandpurejelousy

Theelderswerebusyshakingtheirheads,mykids

couldn'tevenlookatme.

King/mphendulo:mypeopleasyouhaveheard,

someofthethingsamhearingforthefirsttime

todayandamshockedasmuchasyouare,sothis

ismydecision,queenmotherIwillnotlivewithan

evilpersonorawitchandyoumustpayforyour

crime,youaregoingtohandyourselfinfor

poisoingQueennomathemba,Iwillpardonyoufor

tryingtokillmychildcauseheisstillalive,you

willpayafineoffivecowstomeandfivecowsto

nomathemba,afteryouarereleasedyouwillnot

comebacktotheroyalhouseforatleasttwo

months,myeldersIhavesaidmypiece,itisnow

yourturntosayyourpiece.

Theeldershadbeeninaminormeeting,whilethe



kingwashandinghisjudgement

Eldermduduzigetsuptospeakonbehalfofelders

sincehewastheeldestmemberofthecouncil

Eldermduduzi:weastheeldersarebothshocked

anddisgustedbyqueennomcebo'sbehaviour,so

thisisourdecision,shemustpayafineoffive

cows,fivesheep's,fivegoatstotheelders,ontop

ofthefivecowsshehastopayourkingandhis

otherqueenshehastogivethemsixcowseach,

queennomceboyouhavehumiliated andputted

ustoshame,wetheeldershavespoken

Everyoneleavesincludingtheelderandthemy

daughterinlaws

Queennoma:everydogshallhaveitsdayindeed,

lookathowyouhumiliatedyourself,shameon

you,wickedwitch,bythetimeyoucomeoutof

prisonIwillbelonggone

Sphamandla:motherhowcouldyoubesowicked,

youhavebirthtoyourkidsnotonenottwobutfour,

howcouldyoudothattoaninnocentchildmom?

IwasjustcryingIcouldn'tbelievemyhusbanddid



thistome,thekinginstructsmynursetotakeme

tohiscar,hewasdrivingmetothestationhimself

tomakesureihandmyselfin,Iwillfindmylawyer

there.

[09/30,11:06] :Insert50

Twoweekslater

Zoey

Withqueenmothernotaround,Icouldbreatha

little,shewasgivenaR1000,00fine,sixmonths

inprisonanda10yearsuspendedsentence,

Everyonewasstillangryather,queennomahada

babyboy,althoughheisnotnormal,shedecided

tomovetotheU.Swithherson,momandnanny,

shewillonlycomethissideifitisnecessaryorif

shewantstovisit,shewantedtobeasfarfrom

queenmotheraspossiable,thekinghadthrown

Bandileoutofhishouse,soBandilewasbackin



ourhousebutintheguestroom,Minnieandunathi

hadgoneonabaecationinZanzibar,AuntyBella

wastakingcareoftheirsonwandile,whoisthree

yearsold,sihlehadgonetovisithermotherwith

herson'sMusawhoisfiveandsandilewhois

two,Mpumiewasattrina'splace,soitwas

basically,me,Bandile,mytwins,theking,

sphamandla,khanyi,khanyi'sdaughterNolwazi

whoisalsothree,AuntyBellaandwandile,not

thatthekids,kingandsphamandlacount,

sphamandlaandthekingareforeverinmeetingsor

businesstrips,thingsbetweenmeandBandile

werenotthatgreat,itwaslikewewerelivingtwo

separatelivesandIfinallyunderstandthereis

nothingIcandotillhefinallydecidestogrowup.

Iwakeupearly,Ifindthenannygettingmybabies

readyfortheday,Idecidetomakemyselfa

sandwitch,Iwasstillbusyinthekitchen,whenI

hearthedoorbell,Iopenthedooranditwas

Thando,shewasholding,nomcebo

Me:andthenwena?

Thando:oohitisBandile'sturntobabysit,



Nandiphahasgonehomefortheweekend,sanele

pickedsmangeleup.

Me:youcan'tbeserious,whatamIsupposedto

dowiththreekids?

Thando:notyoubutBandile,it'scalledco-

parenting,butthenagainyouarehiswifeso

youfigureitout.

Me:Thandoyouhaveyourentirelifetobeajerkso

whynottakeadayofftoday?.

Thando:Awwit'ssocutewhenyoutryandtotalk

aboutthingsyoudon'tunderstand.

Me:youknow,yourlipskeepmovingbutallIhear

isBlah,Blah,Blah.

Thando:isBandileinorishewithawomanwho

cansatisfyhiminbed?.

Me:(IwantedtoslaptheshitoutofThando,butI

quicklycomposemyself)imsorrywasImeantto

beoffended?,causetheonlythingoffendingme

rightnowisyourface.

Thandoslapsme,IswearIsawgazillionstars,I



screammylungsout,Bandilecomesrunning

Bandile:whatisgoingon?

Thando;youbettergetthisthingyoucallawife

causeIwillshowherflamesandmakesure,she

goesandmeetherancestors.

ShegivesnomcebotoBandileandsheleaves,if

shethinksshecanassaultmeandgetawaywithit,

inmyownhouseandgetawaywithit,shehas

anotherthingcommingbythetimeamdonewith

hershewillnotlayherfilthyhandsonmeever

again,Ichangeintodecentclothing,Itakeacouple

ofpictures,Ileavethe.KidswithBandileandthe

nanny,myfacewasredandherfingerswere

visiableonmyface ,Imakemywaytothestation

andIpressasaultchargesagainsther,itwasfriday

andamthrilledcauseshewillbeheretheentire

weekend,shewillonlybeoutonMonday.

Thando



Aftermylittlecatfightwiththatzoeybitch,Idrive

straighttomyapartment,Imakemyselfsomething

quickandeasy,Isitdownandbegintoeat,Iwas

stilleatingwhenIhearadoorbell,Igoandgetthe

door,tomysurpriseitwaszoeyandtwopolice

officers

Me:officers,towhatpleasuredoiowethisvisit?

.

Officer1:mamyouareunderarrest.

Me:forwhat?(islapzoeyagain)forthat?

Officer2:mam youdorealiseyouarenothelping

yourcaseright?.

Islapzoeytwiceagain,thepoliceofficersrestrain

me

Me:nowyoucanarrestme.

Theycuffmeandtakemetothevan,wearraiveat

thestationandtheyplacemeinsideacell,Ican't

believeamgoingtobehereuntillMonday,Ihaveto

calldad'slawyerasap,butIknowMondayIwillbe

outofhere.



Iwasseriouslyjustbored,Iaskformyphonecall,I

callmomandaskhertogetmedad'slawyer,I

alsoaskhertoandgetmykidsandpicknandipha

uponSunday,momwasliterallypissed,knowing

momamnevergoingtoheartheendofthis,Idon't

knowhowbutieventuallyfellasleep.

Bandile

Idon'tknowwherezoeywent,causeshedidn'tsay

asinglewordtomeastowhereshewasgoing,

thankGodthenannywasaroundcauseIwasnot

goingtosurvivewiththreekidsinmyown,after

abouttwotothreehours,zoeyfinallycomesback

Me:andwherethehellhaveyoubeen?

Zoey:well,ifyoucareandmustknow,Ihadgone

tothestation.

Me:todowhatexcatly?.

Zoey:topresschargesagainstyourprecious

Thando



Me:youdidwhat?,areyoucrazy,Thandohas

smallkidsforGod'ssake.

Zoey:welltough,sheshouldhavethoughtof

them ,beforeputtingherhandsonme,whodoes

shethinksheisputtingherhandsonmelikethat,

inmyownhouseNogal?

Me:youshouldhavespokentomefirst,Iwould

havedealtwithThandoandmakesureshedoesn't

disrespectyouagain.

Zoey:whatever

Me:don'tyoudarespeaktomelikethat,Iwillnot

toleratethatshitnotnownotever(iwaspissed,i

grabbherbyherarm andlookherstraightinthe

eye)areweclear?

Zoeyjustlooksatmeanddoesn'tsayaword

Wewerestillbusyurguingwhenthenannyknocks

onthedoorandtellsus,Thando'smomishereto

seeus(wewerebothshocked)

wemakeourwaytothelivingroom,wefindherin

ourlivingroom ,shegreetsusandtellsussheis



heretopicknomceboup ,Igoandtakenomcebo

fromthenurseryandallherthings,shepleads

Thando'scasetozoeyandtheyeventuallyhavean

agreementthatzoeywilldropthechargesif

Thandorespectstheboundrieszoeywillset,

thando'smomleaves,Idecidetogotomyclub,I

mightaswellsleeptheretonight,Isneakoutwhen

zoeyisinthenurserycheckingonthekids.

[09/30,11:06] :Insert51

Bandile

TodaywasMonday,Ihadbeengonehomesince

Friday,Ihadmyroomandmyclothesattheclub

soIwassorted,Iwakeupearly,godomyhygine

processes,lotionandgetdressed,Idrivepastby

McDonaldonmywayhomecauseIwasliterally

starving,aftereatting,Idrivestraighthome,Iget



homeopenthedoor,Iwasshockedtoseedad

sittinginmylivingroomreadinganewspaper,i

greethim

Me:dadpleasegivemeaFewminutestotalkto

zoey

Idon'tevengivehimachancetotalk,Irush

upstairs,Ilookforzoeyandthekidstheywereno

wheretobeseen,Igodownstairs,dadlooksatme

andshakeshishead

Dad:didyoufindthem?

Me:nodad,whatisgoingon?

Dad:Itoldhertoleaveandgobackhome.

Me:whydad?

Dad:causeyoumysonareclearlynotmanenough

forher plusIdidn'twantzoeyandthekidsto

witnessmekickyourballs

Iwasstillshockedhetoldzoeytogohome,Iwas

stillthinkingaboutzoey,whenDadgrabbsmy

manpartandkeptontwistingit,Iwasscreaming

inpain



Dad:maybenow youwillstopthinkingwithyour

dickandstartthinkingwithyourbrain,whatman

leaveshiswifeandkidsonFridayandcomesback

onMonday,forpartying,Iwantthatclubgoneand

sold,doyouunderstand?

Me:butdad......(hestartshittingmewithfists,

bloodwasnowcommingoutofmymouth)

Dad:areweclear?

Me:yesweareclear

Dad:good

Hekicksmeinthenuts,whatisthismancrazy?,

doesheknowhowdelicatethispartsare?,Iwas

inpainfordays,hekicksmeagaininthenuts,I

wasliterallynownumb.

Dad:amlettingyourestfornow,assoonaszoey

comesbackfromhervacationinDurban,youwill

gotoherparent'shouseandfixthingswithher,I

wantherbackinthishouseandIdon'twanttohear

hercomplainaboutyouandyourhoe'scausethe

nexttimeshecomescryingdemandingtogohome

becauseofyour



behaviour,Iwillliterallycutyourballsoutandfeed

themtoyou.

Iwasstillinpain,dadthrowsIceatmeandhe

wasgone.

ManIcan'tbelievezoeyactuallyreportedmetodad

anddadactuallykickedmynuts,Iplacetheice

anditfeltalittlebetter,Itrycallingzoey,she

doesn'tanswerherphone.

Idecidetosleepthepainoff,Ican'tbelievedaddid

thistome.

Thando

Imanagedtogetoutonawarning,mydad's

lawyerwasgood,dadcomesandpicksmeup,we

werestillonourwayhim,whenIgetacallfrom

mom,thatbabynomceboisreallyillandshehas

takenhertothehospital,Iscream andmyheart

wasbeatingfast,daddrivestothehospitalfaster,

alliwantedtodowastoholdmypoorbabyinmy



armsandassurehereverythingwillbefine,Icall

Bandile,hedoesn'tanswerhisphone,Iwasreally

pissed,wegettothehospital,wefindmominthe

waitingarea,shesaysthedoctorsarestill

attendingtomybaby,Ikeptprayingthatmybaby

willbefine,Iwoulddieifanythingwastohappento

mypoorbabyIwoulddie,thedoctorcomesandtell

ustokeepherinourprayers,IcallBandileagain

andheanswers,Itellhimaboutnomcebobeingin

thehospital,hehangsup,hemusthavedrovelike

amaniacbecausehearrivedatthehospitalinno

time,hewaswalkingkindafunny,butthatwasthe

leastofmyworries

Bandile:whatthehelldidyoupeopledotomy

daughter?

Me:wedidnothingtoher,shejustfellill,people

fallsickallthetime

Bandile:Godhelpyou,ifanythinghappenstomy

child,IwillkillyouandImeanthatliterally.

Me:willyoupleasestop ,nothingwillhappento

ourchild,pleaserelax.



Wewait,thedoctorcomesandtellme,wecango

andsee,butwehavetowaituntilinthemorningto

seeifthereisnoimprovementcausehecan'tsee

anythingwrongwithher,wegoandseeheritwas

reallyhardformetoseemybabyhookedupinall

thosemachines,wesayourprayersformybaby

andweallgohome.

Nomcebo

Lifeinprisonwasreallyhard,howcouldmy

husbanddothistome,mykidshateme,Iwillbea

brokensoulbythetime,Ileavethishellhole,am

toldnomahasmovedtotheU.Swithherson,I

finallygotridofher,butatwhatcost?,myfamily,

myfreedom,nomemberofmyfamilyhasbeen

heretoseeme,onlyThandowashereforme,she

evenbroughtmeacoupleofthings,Imayneed,

thislifewasreallyhardforme,butmycooking

skillsreallyhelpedmeshame,althoughIwasnot

reallycookingthefancyfoodiwasusedto,wehad



allsortsofcharacters,somewomenwerereally

kind,somewerescaryandheartless.

Zoey

KingDlaminihadsentme,mybabiesandmy

nannytoDurban,foronceIhadforgottenaboutmy

hoeofahusband,Iwasreallyhavingfunin

Durban,Iaskthenannytolookafterthekids,Ipay

heranextrathousandrand,Iwasgoingtogofora

walkatthebeach,Ileaveandgoformywalk,I

feltreallyrelaxed,Igobacktomyhotelroom,I

findmissedcallsfrom bandile,idecidetoignore

hiscalls,IcallLethaboandLaurenona

conferencecall,wetalkforanentirehour,Ialso

decidetocallAnthony,wecatchupandItellhimI

willbehomeaftermyvacationinDurban,after

hangingup,Igoandcheckonmybabies,they

werepeacefullysleeping,Itakeacoupleof

picturesofthemsleeping,theywerereallycute,I

goandwatchamovie,Ifinallyfallasleepat



aroundoneam.

[09/30,11:06] :Insert52

Thando

Ihadwokenupqueitearly,Ididn'tgetanysleepat

all,Ikeptwonderingifmybabywouldbefine,Igo

anddomyhygineprocesses,lotionandget

dressed,Iwasatmyparentshouse,Imakemy

bed,godownstairsandwatchtelevision,afew

hourslater,thechefcomesdownstairs,Imustsay

hekindalookhot,howcomeIhavenevernoticed

?,buthehasnothingonBandile,wegreeteach

other,hestartsmakingbreakfast,Iwasstillbusy

havingaconversationwithourchef,hisnameis

karabobytheway,whenwehearmomscreaming

upstairs,karabotakewhateverhewashewas

cookingoffthestoveandherusheswithme

upstairs,onlytofindmom,holdingsmangele,she

wasdoingtheexactthingnomcebowasdoingand

itwaslightsoutforme.



Fewhourslater

IwokeupandIlookaround,mom,dad,karabo

andsihlewerebymybedside,theniremember

whyamhere,mybabies

Me:momaremybabiesfine?

Mom:here,havesomewatertodrinkfirst

Hehandsmeaglassofwater

Me:momIdon'twantthedamnwater,alliwantto

knowwhethermybabiesarefineornot?

Dad:babythatisnowaytotalktoyourmother,

shewasjusttryingtobehelpful

Me:Iknowandamsorrymom,amjustworried

aboutmybabies.

Mom:it'sokayiknowyoudidntmeanit

Me:thankyoumom,nowlet'shuggitout

Shegivesmeahugg,kingDlamini,saneleand



Bandilewalkin,sanelehadbroughthishoodratof

awifeLethabo,theygivemeanupdateonmy

babiesandtheyarestillthesame

KingDlamini:thisisnotordinary,thedoctorscan't

seeathing,Iwillspeaktotheroyalinyangato

comeandhelp,maybethereisasolutiontoallof

this.

Me:butbabayouknowIdon'tbelieveinthat

sangomastuff.

Dad:butbabygirlthiscouldhelpyourbabies,

pleasedon'tdismisstheidea.

Sanele:Iwillspeaktomyfamily,wecanalsotry

andfindasolutionforsmangele.

Me:buttheroyalinyangashouldbeenough

Sanele:mychildisnotoftheroyalblood,soidon't

seehowhecanhelpher.

Me:nomceboishersiblingamsureifit's

somethingspiritualhecanhelphertoo

Sanele:whatever,amgoingtocheckonmy

daughter,babylet'sgo



Everyoneleavesmyroomtogoandcheckonmy

babies,Iwasreallyscepticalaboutthiswhole

inyangaisssue,butamwillingtotryanythingas

longasmybabieswillbefine.

Zoey

Durbanwasreallyamazing,Imademywayhome

safetly,IcallAnthonytocomeandpickmeup,

evermynightandshinningarmour,mybrother

comesandpicksmeup,Icantbelievemynanny

willbeleavingsoon,howamIgoingtodothis

withouther?,weeventuallygethome,Imustsay

itreallyfeltgoodbeingaroundpeoplethatactually

careaboutmeandlivingadramafreelifeforonce,

thenannywasrestingsoweremybabies,mom

anddadweregoingtoMozambique forbotha

holidayandabaecation,theysaygoodbyetous,

theygivemefivethousand,Iwasthrilledshame.

Me:thankyoumomanddad,nowyoutwokids

runalonganddon'tdoanythingIwouldn'tdo.



Mom:(shehuggsmefirst)don'tworrybaby,I

behave,amnotsureyourdadcanbehave.

Me:andwhatareyoutwokidsplanningondoing

duringthisvacation?

Dad:nothingmuchbaby,justsex,sexandmore

sex

Me:eewgrossdad,T.M.i(toomuchinfo)they

askAnthonytodropthemoffattheairport

Iwasliterallybored,IcallLethabojusttocatchup

withherandboywasmyfriendspillingthetea,

sheeventuallytellsmethatThandoandherbabies

areatthehospital,butThandowasfine,shejust

faintedwhenshesawherotherbabysick,wetalk

forwhatfeltlikehours,ifitwasThandoalonein

thathospital,Iwouldbedoingmyhappydance

thisverymoment,buttherearepoorinnocent

babieslivesatrisk,soiprayforthebabiesandI

willcontinuetoputtheminmyprayers

AfewminuteslaterAnthonycomesback.Iaskhim

formoney

Anthony:Ithoughtmom anddadhaveyoumoney.



Me:what?,theyhavemeonlyfivegrand,whatam

Isupposetodowiththat?

Anthony:okayokay.....(hdsendsanotherfive

thousand)

Igivemynannyanextra1500,forhertobabysit

againtonight,IaskAnthonytojoinme,causeI

can'tgototheclubalone,AnthonyandIgotothe

club,wepartyupastorm.BoywasAnthony

wasted,goodthingIwassoberandkeepinganeye

onhimsohedoesn'tdoanythingstuipid,Iwas

surprisedwhenthebartenderbringsmeadrinkand

sayssomeoneboughtitforme.Iwantedtogoand

throwthedrinkonthefaceofwhoeverboughtthe

drinkforme,Imakemywaytothetablethe

bartendershowsme,ideasshocked,itwasPaul,

theguywhoBandilehadhisbouncerpickmeup

whileIwastalkingtohim

Me:oohmyGod..

Paul:hellotoyoutoostranger,IhopeIstill

rememberedyourpoisoin

Me:actuallyyes,butInolongerdrink,my



pregnancyplusbreastfeeding,trainedmewell.

Paul:soyouhaveachild?

Me:actuallyIhadtwins,aboynamedlwaziLiam

andagirlkhwezizahlee.

Paul:andwhoistheluckyguythatknockedyouup

Me:mydouchebagofahusband.

Paul:ouchdoesheknowyoucallhimthat?

Me:IdoubtthatonewouldcareevenifItoldhim

straighttohisface

Iactuallyhaveaball,withAnthonyandPaul.

AnthonywaswastedsoIdriveushomeIwasso

damntired,Ilookatthetimeanditwas2:30am,I

gotobedandlikethatIwasout.

[09/30,11:06] :Insert54

Bandile

Ihadsleptatthemainhouse,dadtoldmeto,



causewewillhavetowakeupearlytogoandfetch

theroyalinyanga,Iwasstillinmydreamworld

whereeverythingwasperfect,whenIheardad

tellingmetogetup,Ilookatthetimeanditwas

threeam,Iwakeuptodomyhygineprocesses,

lotionandgetdressed,Ieventuallygodownstairs,

thetimewasnowfouram,wedrivetothisdark

dingyplace.Idon'tunderstandhowonecanlivein

aplacelikethatthis,itscaredscaredme,we

approachthislittleoldhut,Ihearavoicetellingme

anddadtotakeoffourshoes,whichwedo,Iwas

abouttointroducemyselftotheinyanga,whenhe

stopsmeusinghishand

Inyanga:Iknowwhoyouare,youpassedthrough

thisveryhandsandIalsoknowwhyyouarehere,

thesinsofparentsshallbepaidforbytheir

innocentchildren.

hethenlet'soutthiswierdlaughter,itwasalmost

asifitwasaroaringlion.

Dad:'thankyoumakhosi

Wewaitfortheinyangaforaboutthirtyminutes,



whilehegetsready,weeventuallyleaveandgoto

theroyalhouse,bythetimewegethome,itwas

sixthirtypm,Igobacktosleepwhiledadandthe

royalsangoma,dowhatevertheyweredoing,dad

comesandwakesmeupateightam,thewhole

housesmelledreallywierd,dadtellsmetocall

zoeytogetherwithherparents,thandotogether

withherparentsandIshouldalsocallformy

brothers.IgetwhyThandohastobeherewithher

parents,butwhathasthisgottodowithzoey?,

arekhweziandlwazialsoinsomekindaoftrouble,

Icallzoey,whohasnowclearlyblockedmycalls,I

goandaskforkhanyi'sphone,Iknowshewill

answerthatwithafirstring andsureenoughshe

does

Zoey:mommytobe...,mamakaSalkom......

Me:it'snotkhanyi,it'smeBandile.

Zoey:okayamgoingtokillkhanyiforthis,

Bandilecan'tyougetthemessagealready,Idon't

wanttotalktoyou.

Me:pleasedon'thangup,dadaskedyoutocome



overtotheroyalhousetogetherwithyourparents.

Zoey:inconnectionwith?,nevermind,momand

dadareonavacation,soiwillbringAnthonywith

me.

Me:finewithme,howarelwaziandkhwezi?,am

reallyworriedaboutthem.

zoey:theyaredoingfine,letmegoandgetready

,IwillalsotellAnthonytogetready.

Me:Imissyou.....(shehangsup)

Zoey

Iwasbusygettingmykidsreadyfortheday,when

Igetacallfrom,whoIthoughtitwaskhanyibutit

turnedouttobeBandile,Iwonderwhymyparents

presenceisrequiredattheroyalhouse,Iaskthe

nannytohelpmeout,whileIgoandtalkto

Anthony

Anthony:dumbhead.......



Me:hey.

Anthony:dumbheadareyouokay?,youdon'tlook

cheerfullikeyesterday.

Me:IwasfineuntillBandilehappened,hesaysmy

presenceisrequiredattheroyalhousetogether

withmomanddad,butItoldhimiwillcomewith

youcausemomanddadarenotaround.

Anthony:forgetitdumbhead,Ihaveavery

importantmeeting.

Me:pleasedothisformeAnthony,prettyplease

Ilookathimwithpleadingeyes.

Anthony:seriouslydumbhead,doyouhavetolook

atmewiththose puppyeyes?,okayfinewecan

go.

Me:thankyou,youarethebestbrotherinthe

wholewideworld.(ikisshimonthecheek)

Anthony:anddon'tyouforgetthat,youoweme

one.

Me:andIwillreturnthefavouroneday



Ididn'tevenlethimanswerme,Irushoutthedoor,

Igotakeashower,lotion,sisflohelpsmedress

properly,sinceamgoingbeforetheking,Iwear

my32inchweave,makesuremynailsandmake

upareonpoint,igodownstairs,IfindAnthony

waitingforme

Anthony:finally,Ithoughtyouweredeador

somethingdumbhead.

WegetintoAnthony'sJeep's andwemakeour

waytotheroyalhouse,Igotothemainhouse,

whileAnthonywaitsformeinhiscar,Igetinand

findalltheDlaminisiblingsincluding mpumie,the

kingandasangomaIdon'tknow,asIwasabout

tositdown,Iactuallygettheshockofmylife

Thandoandherparentswalkin,thensanelewalks

intoo,thethehellisactuallygoingonhere?

TheyexchangegreetingsbutKingDlaminiactually

lookedpissedtoseeThando,actuallymorelike

disgusted,theyallsitdown,thekingdecideswe

shouldallgooutside,weallgetup,asweare

abouttoleave,thesangomaasksforsomeprivacy

withThando,wegooutsideandleaveThandoand



sangoma,Anthonycomesandjoinus,Ithinkhe

sawThando'sparentsandhewasbeingprotective

ofme.

Thando

Iwokeupnotreallylookingfowardthisday,Ireally

thinkthiswholesangomaissuewasjustawasteof

time,Igetready,Igoandhavebreakfast,mom

anddadfinallycomedownstairs,theydecidenot

tohavebreakfast,getintodad'scarandwemake

ourwaytotheroyalhouse,wegetthereandwe

findsanelealsoarriving,wegreethim andgetin

withhim,wefindtheking,alltheDlaminikidsand

thespoilledslayqueen,wegreeteachother,

somehowthekingwasactingcoldtowardsme,

butImanagetohidetheembrassment,wewereall

abouttogooutside,whenthesangomaasksmeto

staybehind

Sangoma:younggirl,whathaveyoudone?,why

haveyouswornthepoorgirlwillknownopeacein



hermarriage?,doyouknowhowmuchthatyoung

ladyis heavilyprotectedbytheroyalancestors?.

Me:ihaveabsolutelynoidea,whatyouaretalking

about?

Sangoma:youcanrobeverybody,butnotmethe

eyeofmyancestors,sinceyousayyouhaveno

ideawhatamtalkingabout,letmerefreshyour

memory

Hetakesabasinfullofwater,poursomethingin

it,Iseemyselfpouringtheabortionpillintozoey's

juice,IalsoseemyselfsprinklingthepowderIgot

frommyfriendinmyselfsoBandilecanbemore

attractedtomeandnotzoeyandmegivingtheL.S

.Dtoqueenmother

IwasshockedandreadytodoanythingsoIdon't

getexposed

Me:pleasedon'ttellanyone,Iwilldowhateveryou

wantmetodoplease,justdon'ttellanyoneplease

Sangoma:toolate,myloyaltylieswiththeroyal

house,sothekingknowsalready.



Iplacemyhandsontopofmyheadandbeginto

cry.

Me:amsodead

Sangoma:notyet,yourkidspayingforyoursins,

Bandile'schildsoulishauntingyourkids,your

kidswon'tgetbetterandwilleventuallydieifyou

don'tconfess,bereadytoburythosekidsifyou

don'tconfesstoday

Iwasliterallycaughtbetweenarockandahard

place,everyoneisgoingtohatemeforwhatIdidto

zoeyandifidon'tconfessmyinnocentkidsdie,I

can'tletthathappentomykidsnever,thereisno

optionbuttoconfess,Itellthesangomaamready

toconfessandfacetheconsequencesofmy

actions,hegoesouttocalleveryone,momis

definatelygoingtodisownmeafterthis,Bandileis

suregoingtohateme,thekingwilldefinatelyhave

meforbreakfast,Ireallydon'tcareaboutslay

queen,shecangotohellforallIcare,alliwantis

formybabiestogetwell,Iwaitforeveryone,my

heartwasjumpingoutofmychestaseveryone

entered.



[09/30,11:07] :Insert54

Thando

Everyonewalksin,theytakeasit,thesangoma

doessomechanttingorwhateveritisthatheis

doing,Iwasnowcrying

Mom:Thandowhatiswrong?,whyareyoucrying

,aremygrandbabiesfine?

Sangoma:YourGrandbabieswillbefineaslong

astheirmotherdoeswhatisrequiredofher.

Dad:andwhatisthat?

KingDlamini:shewilltellyouandnowisn'tThando

?

Me:yesiwill

Ilookdown

Mom:Thandowhatstuiptthinghaveyoudone

now?



Me:amsorrymom,Ican't.,youwillallhateme

Isobuncontrollably

KingDlamini:sinceshedoesn'thavetheballsto

tellyouwhatshehasdone,Imightaswelltellyou

Me:it'sfineIwillconfessmyking.

KingDlamini:dothatthen,causeyouarewasting

ourtime.

Bandile:whatisgoingonherebaba?

Me:wellIhelpedqueenmothergetthedrugshe

usedonqueennomathemba,ialsosprinkled

powderonmyselfthatigotfrommyfriendthatyou

feelmoreattractedtome

Bandile:youdidwhat?

Zoeyjustclapsherhandsandsays"Amen"

KingDlamini:youleftoutthatinterestingpart,the

partIwantthemost.

Me:Ipouredabortionpillsinzoey'sjuice

Everyoneexceptthekingandthesangomagoes:

youdidwhat?



Me:amsorryBandile..............

Bandile:whenwasthis?,whenwasthis?

(Bandilewasfumming)

Me:......................

Hegrabbsmebymyhand,sphamandlapullshim

awayfromme,heandunathitakeBandiletohis

roomsohecanclamdown.

Me:amsorrypleasedon'tletmybabiesdie

becauseofthemiscarriageIcaused,please.

Iwaskneelingdownbeforezoey,whowasn't

talkingormovingshewasinazombiestate,I

shakeherleg,assoonasshewasback,shekicks

meinmystomachsohardIlieonthefloor

groaningandmoaningcauseofthepain

Nompumelelo:Itoldyouthisthingissatanherself,

amout(mpumieleaves)

AsIwasstillinpain,zoeygrabbsmebymyhair,

shepullsmetowardsher

Sphacomesbackintotheroom,heandtheking

wantedtopullzoeyawayfromme,butherbrother



stoodupandstoppedthem

Anthony:no,letthembe,ifanyofyoutouches

zoey,Idon'tcarewhoyouare,kingornoking,

PrinceofnoPrince,parentornotIwillshowyou

whatamammadeof.Letmysisterstandupfor

herselfforonce.

Zoeyjustkeptonkickingmeonmystomachand

pullingmebymyhairanddraggingandpullingme

acrosstheroom,itwaslikeshehadlosthermind,

unathiandBandilecomeintotheroom

Bandile:zoey(shelooksathim)youbetterkillthe

bitch

Iwasinpain,shamebutshedidn'tstop.

Zoey:howdareyou,IamzoeyWilliams,yesI

don'tknowhowtodomosthouseholdchoresbutI

knowhowtokickass,Ihaveletyoudisrespectme

andmymarriagefortoolongwellitstopshereand

today,IfIeverandImeaneverseeyounearmeor

myhusbandIwillkillyou,youworthlesspieceof

trash.

shekicksmeinmystomachagain,ihadblood



commingoutofmyviginaandmymouth,shethen

spitssaliveronmyface.

ShegoestoBandileandstartshittinghim.

Zoey:youseewhatyourhoe'sdidtomybabyandI

wonderwhyGodevengaveherbabiesthisthing

doesn'tdeservetobeamother,shewasnow

cryingonBandile'sshoulder,hetakeshertohis

room .

Momwasintears,dadcallsthedoctortocome

andattendmecauseIhadbloodcommingoutof

mymouthandvigina

Zoey

AfterBandileclamedmedown,sphamandlacomes

andchecksuponusandtellusthat,themeeting

willcontinueinanhourstime,hethenleavesitwas

nowjustmeandBandile

Me:(Iwascrying)youseewhatpainyouand

yourhoe'sarecausingmeBandile?,amdone,am



donewithyourass.

Bandile:babypleaseforgiveme,forgivemebaby,

amtrulysorry.(hehuggsme)

Me:willsorrybringbackmychild?,youandyour

hoebothdeservetodieandrotinhell

Bandile:amsorrybaby,amtrulysorrytellyou

what,whydon'tweleavejustthetwoofusfora

coupleofdays?.

Me:andleavemykidswithyourcrazyfamily?,

khanyi,spha,nathi,thekingandminnieare

goodpeopleyes,especiallykhanyibutidon'twant

mykidsanywherenearthishousefornow,please

borrowmeyourphone,causeIdon'tevenknow

wheremineis,amnotthinkingstraightnow,I

needmymom.

icryagain,Bandilehandsmehisphone,Idial

mom'snumber,itgoesstraighttovoicemail,Idial

dad'snumber,heanswerswithafirstring,Ijust

findmyselfcrying

Dad:zoey?,isthatyou?



Me:yesdad(isobuncontrollably)

Dad:princess,whatiswrongbaby?

Me:dadshekilledmychild,shekilledmychild

Dad:whooaclamdown,areLiamandkhwezifine?

,whathappened?

Icouldsensetheworryindad'svoice

Me:dadthetwinsarefine,shekilledmyfirstchild

Dad,myfirstbaby.

Momhadnowgrabbedthephonefromdad

Mom:babywhereareyouandwhereisAnthony?

Me:amattheroyalhouseandheiswithme.

Mom:goodnowgohandAnthonythephonesoi

cantalktohim

Ileavetheroom ,bandilecomesafterme,myeyes

wereswollenfromallthecrying,Ihandthephone

toAnthonyandhegoesoutsidetotalktomom

King:nowthateveryoneishereandthedoctor

hasattendedThando,wecancontinue..



King:ThandoIdon'twanttoseeyouanywhere

neartheroyalhouseagain,ifBandilewantsto

seenomcebo,youcangetsomeonetobringher,

youaregoingtogivethisroyalhousetencows,

eachcowworth20thousand,youarealsogoingto

paybababhekimuzi(theroyalinyanga)twenty

thousandsrandsforthegoodjobhehasdone

(theroyalinyangawasshocked)youaregoingto

givezoeyandBandilefivecowseachlikewiseeach

cowcosting20thousandrandeach,youhave

disrespectedtheroyalhouse,whichmeansyou

havedisrespectedtheroyalelderssoyouwillbuy

aagoat,sheepandsixcowforthemeachcow

worthtenthousandrands.Ithekinghasspoken

Me:mykingImeannodisrespect,whatsoever

butmychild'slifewasnotworthfourhundredand

eightythousand(minusthecostsofasheepand

goat),sothatrightthereisaninsultstraighttomy

face,fivecowswillnotbringbackmychild.

Thando'smom:mykingifImaysaysomething,I

amnotonlydisgustedbywhatmydaughterdidam

alsoappalled,sheisnotonlyadisgracetomebut



adisgracetotheentirewomanhood,amashamed

thatIwastheonewhobroughtthisshameintothis

world,IhaveforgivenThandosomanytimes,even

whenshehumiliatedmeandmyhusbandwithher

twinspaternity,sountillmyheartdecides to

forgiveher,myhusbandandIarefinewithher,

shewillnotsetafootintomyhouse,am

suspendingherasC.E.Ountillfuthernotice,iwill

takethetwinsandraisethemwithhernanny'shelp

,soifsaneleandBandilewanttoseethem they

cancallme,Thandowillseethemonceaweek

understrictsupervision.

Thando:mom,youcan'tdothat,youcan'tkeep

mybabiesawayfromme

Mom:icanandiwill,watchme.....

Thando:dadareyougoingtoletmomdothisto

me?

Thando'sdadraiseshishandsupsoastosayam

notgettinginvolved

Anthony:Ithinkwearedonehere,zoeymomtold

metotakeyoustraighthome,shesayssheand



dadwillcatchthenextavailableflight,sotheywant

youhomewhentheygetback,mykingIthinkis

timemysisterandItakeourleave.

King.Dlamini:it'sokayyoumayleave

Anthonydrivesushome,Iwascrying,Thandohad

reallyopenedoldwoundsforme,Igethomewitha

poundingheadache,Anthonyhandsmesome

headachepills,Idrinkandidecidetoliedownona

couchwithmymom'sthrow,Ifeltclosertoher

thatway,Iwaswatchingt.v.anditwaslightsout

forme.

Meanwhile

Bandile

Todaywasreallyaroughday,howcouldThando

besocruelandheartless,afterzoeyandher

brotherleave,wedrivetothehospital,itwasme,

Thando,Thando'sparents,dad,royalinyangaand



sanele,sphamandlaandunathisaidthatweretired

ofThandoandherdrama wegetthere,Baba

bhekimuzidoeswhateverhedoes,thegirlswake

up,itwasasiftherewasnothingwrongwiththem,

youshouldhaveseenhowhappypeoplewere,the

doctorcomesandsaystheycangohome,Thando

'smomtakesthegirlsandleaveswiththemandher

husband,saneleleavesalone,Ileavewithdad

andBababhekie,Thandohadrequestedforan

uber.

[09/30,11:07] :Insert55

Thando

Aftereveryoneleftthehospital,Iwaswaitingfor

anuber,whenIfeelhecticcrampsandIcouldn't

handleitanymore,Iwasinseriouspain,Icallmy

momshedoesn'tpickmycalls,Icalldadhedoes

thesame,icallkaraboandheanswers,Iwas

sittingonabenchinthewaitingarea,Inoticeam

bleedingandIhadbloodalloverasIwasstill



talkingtokarabo,hetellsmetoaskforhelp,Iask

oneofthenurse'snearbytohelpme,shegivesme

aformtofillout,IwasinseriouspainIcouldn't

evenwrite,eventuallyitwaslightsoutforme.

Anhourlater

Iwokeup,Ilookaroundandnotice,amina

hospitalroom,Iwasalittlebitconfused,dad,

karaboandthedoctorwalkin,Iwassurprisedto

seedad,Iwasinsomuchpain,believemewhenI

saythepainwasunbearable,Inoticeihadadrip

andtheyalso hadhadonefullofbloodIwas

scared

Doctor:mam howareyoufeeling?.

Me:alittlebetter,thankyoudoctor.

Doctor:youlostalotofblood ,soyouneedto

takeiteasyandamafraid,Ihavesomebadnews

Me:amIdying?

Doctor:nomam,whoeverassultedyousuredida



lotofdamage,whoeveritisdamagedyourwomb.

Me:whatisthatsupposedtomean?

Doctor:amafraidyouruterusisscarredandyou

won'tbeabletohaveanykids

Me:youmean,Iwon'tbeabletofallpregnant?

Doctor:youcanfallpregnantbutyouwon'tbe

abletocarrytoterm,soyoucaneitherchooseto

haveasurrogateorhaveyourwombpermanently

removed.

Me:(Iwasangry)whatareyouwaitingforremove

thedamnwomb.

Dad:Thandoareyousureaboutthis?

Me:dadwhatishestillwaitìngfor,itwillbeacold

dayinhellbeforeIletanotherwomancarrymy

child.

Doctor:Iwillgiveyouformstofilloutanddoyou

wanttopresschargesagainstwhoeverassulted

you?

Ipausedforamoment,dadlooksatmeandgives

meyoubetternotdoanythingcrazylook.



Me:Idon'tevenknow,whoassultedme,itwas

someonerandominthestreets.

Doctor:areyousure?

Me:yessir.

Hegoesouttotakeformsformysurgeryto

removemywomb,Iwasactuallyheartbrokenthat

Iwon'tbeabletohavemorekids,momwasnot

evenheretosupportme,dadandkaraboleave,

theysaytheywillcomebacktommorrowmorning

andcheckuponme.

Whatisactuallyhappeningtome,Ihavelost

everything,myjob,mykids,themanIlove,nowI

can'tevenhave kidsanymore...whatis

happeningtome,myparentswon'tevenlookmein

theeye,Icouldn'tsleepbecauseofthepainam

feeling,Ifoundmyselfcrying.

Thenextday

Zoey



Ididn'tevenrememberhowifellasleep,amsure

whatAnthonyhavemewasnotheadachepills

becausetheyknockedmeout,Ilookatthetime

anditwassixam,igetoffthecouch,Itakemom's

throwbacktomyparentsroom,Igoandcheckon

mykidstheyweresleepingpeacefully,asIwas

goingtomyroom,Anthonycallsforme

Anthony:dumbhead,howareyoufeelingtoday?

Me:dweeb,am muchbetter,butIstillwantto

choke lifeoutofthatwitch.

Anthony:hey,amyourolderbrothersoyoudon't

gettocallmedweeb,okay?

Ijustlaughathimandshakemyhead,wewerestill

laughingateachother,whenIhearthedoorbell,I

godownstairstogoandgetthedoor,Iopenthe

dooranditwasBandile

Me:Bandilewhatareyoudoinghere?

Bandile:canwetalkliketwomaturedadultsplease.

Me:yourkidsareupstairs,Icangowakethem



upifyouwanttoseethem.

Bandile:Iwillseethemlaterrightnow,Iwantto

talktoyou.

Me:butwehavenothingtotalkabout.

Bandile:IwanttosaveourmarriageandIhaveno

ideahowtodothat,pleasehelpmesaveour

marriage.

Me:justgivememyspacefortwoorthreedays

thenwecanmeetupandtalk.

Bandile:promisemeyouwon'tgobackonyour

word.

Me:fine,Ipromise

Wewerestilltalkingwhenthenannycomesholding

ascreamingkhwezi,Bandiletakesherandshe

immidetlystopsandstartssmiling.

ThenannygoesupstairstogiveLiamhisbath,

afterafewminutes,shecomesdownstairsand

givesLwazitome,shetakesmydivaandgoesto

giveher,herbath,IwantedtofeedLiambut

Bandilestopsmeandhefeedshim,thenanny



comesandgivesmekhweziagain,Anthony

comesdownstairswhileBandileandIareplaying

withthetwins.

Anthonygreetsus,hetakeslwaziandplayswith

himforawhile,helooksatlwaziandsay"youare

thecoolestdudeevernotyourmomoverthere"(he

sayspointingatkhwezi)

itakeapillowandthrowitathim

Me:leavemybabyalone,guysamIsuchadrama

queen?,nokhwezimusttakeafterBandile.

AnthonyandBandilelaughatme.

Anthony:heydumbhead,lookoutthereisa

cockroachnexttoyou.

Iimmediatelyjumpandstandonthesofaand

scream

Anthony:andwhodidkhwezitakeafteragain?,

yeahright

Icomposemyselfandsitdown

Me:dweebthatain'tcool.



Anthony:Liam wanttogotothekitchenandcook

mommysomecockroaches?,yes,Ibetyoudo

(hesayswhilegoingtothekitchenwithLiam)one

plateofcockroachescomingupdumbhead.

Bandilespendssometimewithme,whileLiamwas

withAnthonyandkhweziwaswiththenanny.

Bandileeventuallyleaves,Idecidetowatchtv,

sincemykidsweresleeping,Iwasstillwatching

tvwhenIhearthedooropen,IcallforAnthony,

morelikescreamactually,

Mom:babywhyareyouscreaming?

Anthonycomesdownstairsrushing,hefindsmom

standinginthelivingroom

Anthony:andwhywereyouscreamingdumb

head?

Me:oopssorry,Ithoughtitwasabuglar

Anthonyandmomlaughatme,weeventuallyhugg

mom

Me:momwhereisdad?

Mom:hewillbeheretommorrow,hegotafriend



ofhiswhowascommingbackwithhisfamilywith

aprivatejettocomebackwithme.

Ihaveneverbeensohappytoseemymom.

Mom:letmegotakeashowerandrestthenyou

cantellmewhathappened

Me:okaymom.

Anthonygoesbacktohisroom,Icontinuetowatch

tv,mynannyhadgonetotheshopswithher

friends.

Queenmother/nomcebo

Lifebehindbarsisactuallynoteasy,Ihavebeen

hereforafewweeks,nomemberofmyfamilyhas

evensetfood,it'sagoodthingIwasusedto

cleaning,imaginethatslayqueenmysoncallsa

wifeinhere,shewouldntevensurviveadayinthis

place,theonlypersonwhocomestovisitmein

thishellholeisThandobutshehasn'tbeenhere

foracoupleofdays,Iwonderwhatiswrongwith



herthisdays,maybesheisbusycookingupsome

schemes,withThandoyouneverknow,sheisfull

ofsurprises,itwastimeforustomakephone

calls,IcallThandotheonlypersonIknowicanrely

onfornow,herphonetakesmestraighttovoice

mail,Idon'tcallanybody,ijustgoanddomy

choresforthedayandthengobacktomycell,I

wonderwhatisgoingonwithThando.

[09/30,11:08] :Insert56

Aweeklater

Zoey

Momanddadcalledforameetingwithking

DlaminiandBandile,itwasfinallydecidedthatI

shouldgobacktomyhouse,Inolongerhada

nannysincemythreemonthswasup,iwastrying

mybesttocope,mybabiesweregrowing,khanyi

wasbeginningtoshow,Bandilehadgottenridof



theclub,Idon'tknowwhyandIdon'tevencare,I

wasjustgladhewasnolongertheownerofthat

club,Iwokeupsuperearlytodaycause

apparently,wewereexepectingimportantguests

todayattheroyalhouseandsincequeenmother

wasnotaroundwetheroyalbrides,willhaveto

cook,wewereexpecitingreallyimportantpeople,

Bandilehadaskednompumelelototakecareofthe

twins,Igoanddomyhygineprocesses,lotionand

getdressed,wewereexpeciting twohundredand

fiftyguests,sothiswashuge,khanyiwasoffthe

hookasshewaspregnant,thisisthetimeI

seriouslywishIwasstillpregnant,ilookatthe

timeanditwasfouram,IaskBandileto

accompanymetothemainhouse,Ifindagroup

ofladies,Idon'tevenknowapparentlytheyare

membersoftheroyalclubranbysihle,assihle

wasthefirstbride,shewastheonedelegating

tasks,khanyiwasjustthere,justtohangoutwith

meandMinnie,sihlebeingthebitchthatsheis,

shegivesmeataskofcookingtripeandsamp,

whileminniecooksbeefstew,butternutandrice.

Ihadnoideawhattripeis,sowhenthefourbasins



fulloftripewerebroughtbeforeme,Iwasshocked

andiwantedtoscreambutIcouldn'tgivesihlethe

satisfaction,sihlejustsmiles,wishIcouldwipe

thatdamnsmugoffherface

Khanyi:comeonsihle,youknowzoeydoesn't

knowhowtocookthisthings.

Sihle:amsurewithyouherfriendbyhersideshe

willdojustfine.

Me:dopeopleeveneatthisthings?

Sihle justignoresmeandgoesonabout

delegatingtasks,mynails,myperfectlymanicured

nails,Ijusthadthemdoneyesterday,Icouldn't

evenbringmyselftotouchthetripe,Ieventuallydo,

wecutthemandwashthemoverandoveragain,

theyweresofullofdirt,whoeatsthisthings?,we

nowhadtogoandgetsomefirewoodfromthe

woodload,Imanagetoonlygetafew,Igoback

andgetsomemore,Ididn'tevenknowhowtostart

thefire,khanyigivemeacandleandIeventually

lightthefire,IwassoproudofmyselfitwaslikeI

wonthedamnlottary,Iplacethepotoftripeonthe



fire,khanyiwasgivingmeinstructionswhile

sittingonthechair,Idowhatshesays,Icouldn't

handlethesmelloftripe,therewereevenfliesall

over,howdisgusting,Iwasdonewiththetripe,

thenitakebowlsAndpourthetripe,Ithencookthe

samp,Iwasdone,mynailswerechippedandI

evenbrokeacouple,Bandileowesmenewnails,I

wasnowtiredandstinkingwithsmoke,wewere

nowdonewithcooking weallgotoourhouses,

takequickshowersandcomebackandservethe

guests,ImadesureIlookedpresentableatleast,

nothingfancythoughthistimewasnowelevenam,

Iquicklygobacktothemainhouse,sihleputsme

onteaduty,sihlesurehasakniefoutforme,why

doesn'tshejustusethedamnkniefandstabMe

withitalready

,peoplekeptoncallingme,left,rightandcenter,

makotithereisnotenoughteathisside,makoti

thereisnoenoughmilkthisside.Makotiplease

bringussomescones,makotipleasebringsome

milk,ifnotsugarorbutter,IswearifIhearthat

makotiwordagainamgoingtokillsihleandbury



herwherenoonecanfindher,finallyiwasdone

withteaduty,thetimewasnowtwelfthirty,we

werenowwaitingforthreeocklocksowecanserve

theguests,thetimeeventuallyarraives,weserve

theguestsandwealsohadourlunch,peoplewere

reallylikingmytripe,maybeIshouldcookitfor

Bandile,butIwilluseadamnstove,nowayamI

lightingfireagain,Ijusteatsaladsandbeef

stewandtheeatsomepiecesoffriedchicken,after

everyoneeats,wedothedishes,khanyihad

alreadygonetoherhouse,Iwassoliterallytired,I

couldbarelymovemylegs,afterwecleanup,igo

tomyhouse,IhadsomefoodforBandile,Iplace

thefoodonthekitchencounter,Ididn'twantto

touchadamnthing,Igoandtakeashowerand

changeintopyjams,Iwaspeacefullysleeping,

whenBandilecomesintoourbedroom,hewakes

meup,hewantedtohavesex

Me:yourfamilyworksmehardlikeaslavethe

entiredayandyouwanttoseriouslyhavesex?,I

don'tthinksomove.

Hedissapearstothebathroom,usuallyIwouldbe



insultedbutIcan'tmovemybody,lethimjerkitoff,

Ireallydon'tcareatthispoint

Thenextmorning

Bandile

Iwokeupearly,causeIhadaneightocklock

appointment,mywifewasstillsleepingsoIather

be,sheseemedreallytired,Igoanddomyhygine

processes,Icallnompumeleloandaskhertolook

afterthetwinsagain,Itransfergivethousandinto

heraccount,justtosaythankyou,Icallahotel

spaandbookanappointmentformywifeattwelf

forhertogetwhatevershewantswithwhoever

shewantstogowith,ileaveallthedetailsforona

notebyherbedside,Ileaveandgotoyappointment

,Ididn'tevenbotherwithbreakfastcauseIwas



goingtomeetmyclientsataresturant,soIwilleat

there,Igoandhavemymeeting,thenigotomy

office,Igetacallfrommywife

Me:wifey

Zoey:hubby,thankyousomuch,Ilovethe

gesture,yousureknowhowtospoilalady,khanyi

andIareenjoyingourselves.

Me:amgladyouarebaby,doesthatmeantonight

Igetsome?.

Zoey:oohyesbaby,tonightamallyours

Me:amsolookingfowardtothat,Iloveyou.

Sort:loveyoutoohubby(wehangup)

Icontinuetodomywork.

Thando

Mysurgerywasasuccess,Iofficiallydidn'thave

awombandiwasnotfinewiththat.Iwasbitter

beforebutnowammadashell,thedoctor



dischargedmeyesterday,thankGodforkarabo,

hewastheonedoingeverything,hecameand

pickedmeup,tookmetomyapartment,mom

didn'tevensetherfootatthehospital,atleastdad

came,evenonthedayofmysurgery,atleasthe

didsomething,karabowasreallybeingmyhero,I

wasreallyblessedtohavehim,maybeourpaths

weremeanttocross,hewasnoBandilebuthe

reallyhadagoodheartandwasagentleman

Me:karabothankyouforeverything,Ireallydon't

deserveyourkindness

Karabo:everyonedeservessomekindnessThando

,Iaskedyourmom,ifyoucouldseethegirls

tommorrow.

Iinstantlysmile

Me:karaboyoureallydidthisforme?

Karabo:yes,Iwillcomeandpickyouup

tommorrowsinceyoucan'tdriveyet

Me:thankyousomuchkarabo.

Hecookslunchandsupperformeandthenhe



leaves,Ieatmylunchand thendrinkmy

medicationandsleep,Ijustneededmyspaceand

timetothinkofmynextmove,soihadswitchedoff

myphone'sanddecidedtoforgetabouteverything

andeveryone.

Queenmother

Ihavebeentryingtocallthandoforacoupleof

daysbutIjustcan'tseemtoreachher,Ineed

somefewnecessitiesincludingcigarettesand

ciggars,ireallyneedthissoIcansurvive,I

eventuallygiveupandcallsihle,shewaseven

scaredtotalktome,Icouldtellsphamandlawas

byherside,soijustaskhertobringmethose

things,shetellsmeshewillsendsomeone,cause

shecan'trisksphamandlafindingoutthatshe

helpedme,Ithankherthenihangup,Igoanddo

mychoresfortheday,thenigobacktomycell,I

reallyfeltlonely,itseemedasifIhadnoonebymy

side,butamgoingtomakethempay,everylast



oneoftheexceptforThandoandsihletheywere

withmeduringthisdarkdays.

[09/30,11:08] :Insert57

Thando

Iwokeupearly,Iwasnowfeelingmuchbetterand

Iwasreadytofacetheworld.Iwaslookingforward

toseeingmygirls,it'sonlybeenacoupleofdays

butImissthemlike,Igetreadyfortheday,karabo

comesandpicksmeup,wedrivetomyparents

house,Nandiphawastheonehelpingmomtotake

careofthegirls,wegetmyparentsplace,mom

holdssmangele,whilenandiphaholdsnomcebo,

momwouldn'tevenletmetouchthemandshe

barelysaystwowordstome,butIwasjustglad,I

gottoseemybabies,afterweleavemomand

dad'shouse,karabodecidesthatweshoulddriveto

goldreefcity,itwasabitofalongdrive,butwe

eventuallygetthere,wegotooneofthe

resturantsandhavelunchthere,afterwestart



gettingonridesafterrides,Ican'trememberthe

lasttimeIhadsomuchfun,itwasasiftherestof

theworlddidn'texistanditwasjustmeandkarabo

,weonlyleavegoldreefcityatsevenpm,bythe

timewegettomyapartment,itwastenpm,we

ordersomepizza,thepizzagetsdelivers,weeat,I

preparetheroomnandiphawasusingforkarabo,I

gotomyroom,Istartlookingathouses,Iwantto

sellthisapartmentandbuyapermanenthomefor

mygirls,Ieventuallyfallalseep.

Thenextday

Thando

Iwokeuptothiswonderfularoma,Igotothe

kitchenandkarabowasmakingbreakfastforus,I

decidetoswitchonmyphonewhile,karaboandI

eatbreakfast,Iseeigotlostsofmissedcalls

fromthisnumberIdon'tknow,Icheckthenumber

anditisaprisonnumber,Ihadforgottenabout



queenmother,Iaskkarabototakemetothe

shops,Ibuyafewitemsforqueenmother,Iask

karabotodropmethere,theniwillrequestforan

uberonmywayback,todaywasalsohisdayoff,

sohetellsmehewillcomeandpickmeuplater,a

wecangotothemovies,igetinandseequeen

mother,shewashappytoseemeshame,Iwasthe

onlyonewhocametovisither,apartfrom theguy

sentbysihle,IgiveherthingsIboughtforher,she

askedwhereIwas,iexplainedeverything,she

wasshockedandangryatfirstbutsheforgivesme

,

Itelliwillbebacknextweektovisit.

Irequestforanuberandtheubercomesandpicks

meup,Igettomyapartment,cooksupperfor

myselfandkarabo,nothingfancyitwasjust

spaghettiandmince,Igoandtakeashower,wear

awhitegolft-shirtandajeansomewhitenike

sneakers,iwaitforkarabowhileIwatchtv,

karaboeventuallydoesarraive,wehaveoursupper

first,thenwegoandwatchamovie,afterthe

moviehedropsmeoffatmyapartment,heleaves



sincehehastobeatworkearlytommorrow ,Iget

inside,myapartment,changeintomypyjamas,

makeanappointmentwithanestateagent,Ithen

washthedisheskaraboandIused,idecidetogo

tobed,iwassotired.

Zoey

Iwakeupearlyandgetready,getmybabies

readyfortheday,Bandilegivesmethekeystohis

othercar,Idecidetotakethetwinswithme,Iwas

goinggroceryshopping,Bandilehadtransfered

moneyfivethousandintomyaccountandanother

twothousandtouseincaseofemergency,Igoand

shopwiththetwins,tonightIhaddecided,Iwas

goingtosurprisemyhusbandandcook,Iplanned

oncookingoxtailandandsamp,itcan'tbethat

difficulttocook,Ihaveseenkhanyidoitnumerous

timeandittasteddelicious,Ifinish,doing

shopping,Ipackeverything,awayneatly,Ithen

startchoppingsomeonions,Icannevergetused



tochoppingthisthings,IchopandIeventually

finishcooking,mysampwasalittlebitburnt,but

amsureit'snotthatbad,ipourmyfoodinto

dishes,ofcourseamnotdumb,Iorderpizzaasa

backupplan,igoandtakeashower,getdressed

,Bandilegetshome,Iwasaexicited,Icouldn't

waitforhimtotastemyfood,hegoesandtakesa

shower,thenhecomesdownstairsIdishupfor

bothmyselfandBandile,Iplacethefoodinfrontof

him

Bandile:whocookedthis?

Me:Idid

Bandile:really?,youzoeyDlaminicook?

Me:yessir

WeblessthefoodandBandilestartseatting,Iwas

waitingforhisreview,Bandilejustsmilesandgets

up,hequicklyrushedtothebathroom,Ifollow

himtogoandseewhatisgoingon,Igotothe

doorandspeaktohimthroughthedoor

Me:babywhatiswrong,areyoufine?.



Bandilecomesoutside

Bandile:howmuchchilldidyoupourinyourstew?

Me:thatwholesmallpacket.

Bandile:JesusChristdoyouwanttokillsomebody

?,zoeyIloveyou,butyourfoodtastesterrible,

yoursampisburnt,yourstewistoooily,hastoo

muchsaltandchill.

IwasupsetIrushdownstairs,Bandilerunning

aftermeofcourse,Igoandtastemyfoodandhe

wasrightmyfoodwasterrible,Ithrowthefoodin

thebin,goodthingIhadapizzabackupandam

goingtostartwithcookinglessons,theschoolhas

postponedclassescausetheywererenovating,we

eatthepizzaandgotobed.

[09/30,11:08] :Insert58

Bandile

Iwasstillsleeping,whenzoeycomesandwakes



meup,Ilookatthetimeanditwas04:45am

Me:zoeit'searlyandIdon'thavetobeatwork

untiltenam,comebacktobed.

Zoey:actuallyno,ihavebeenthinking......

Me:clearlyyouhavetoomuchtimeonyourhands

Me:hubbylistentomeforasecond,sincemy

babyweightwon'tgoaway,maybeIshouldstart

runninginthemorninganddoyogaclasseson

weekends

Me:good,nowcanIgetbacktosleeping?

Zoey:notsofastmr,itisyourkidsthatmademe

fat,soifIhavetojogsodoyou.

Me:what?butamstillrecoveringfromlastnight,

plusIexeciseatthegym,sothatisenoughforme.

Zoey:really?,sothat'showyouwanttoplayit?

Me:okayIwillgowithyou.

Zoey:goodcauseacouplethatexercisestogether

stays,together.

Me:isn'titsupposedtosay"acouplethatpray



together"?

Zoey:notinourcasehubby

Iexercisealotatthegym,soamsureican

manage,am sogoingtomakeherregretjogging,I

getupchangeclothes,Icallmpumietocomeand

babysit,Shedoescome,weeventuallygetout

thedoor,zoeywantedtowalk,butthatisnot

goingtohappennotundermywatch,Itellherwe

aregoingtohavetostartrunningfromourhouseall

thewaytothegateandthenwedoalltherunning

atthestreet,Iwassureshewasgoingtosaylet's

justdropmysillyidea,butsheseemedevenmore

exicited

Me:areyousureyoucantakewhatIdishout?

Zoey:amzoey,Igavebirthtotwinsaftercarrying

themforeightmonths,soanythingyoudishout

willbeapieceofcake,easyastakingcandyfroma

baby.

Me:amgoingtoaskyouagain,areyousureabout

this?

Zoey:yesnowenoughwiththechitchatalready,



letsgo.

Webeginrunning,werunandrun,amsurefor

aboutanhour,Icouldtellzoeywasgettingtired

Me:youwanttostop?

Zoey:ofcoursenot

Me:goodcausewehaveanotherhourtogo

IwastiredbutIknewzoeywillthrowinthetowel,I

don'tknowhowshesneakedherphoneduringour

exercisetime,thenextthingIseeisanuberright

besidesus

Me:zoeydidyourequestforanuber?

Zoey:Ihavehadenoughexercisefortoday,soare

youcommingorstaying?

Me:nooneisusinganuber(ilookatthedriver)

sorryaboutthisman,thisoneisjustbeingadrama

queen.

Shehadpaidfortheuberalready,sothedriverjust

nodsandleaves.

Wewalkallthewaybacktoourplace



Zoeykeptonsinging"icanbarelymovemylegs,

sodomeafavourandkillmenow,mylifeisover

anyhow"

Me:whatiswrongwithyou?,youarezoey

Dlamini,yougavebirthtotwinssoanything,I

dishout,youcantakeremember.

Wegethome,wegoandtakeashower,Igetready

forwork,zoeyasksmpumietogetthetwinsready

forthedayandalsofeedthem,shejustgoesto

backtosleep,Icouldbarelymovemylegs,Iover

diditbutIhadtobeatworksoIleaveforwork

Thando

Iwokeupearly,Igoandmeetwithanestateagent

,shewasgoingtobeshowingmehouses,Iwanta

homeformybabies,Idon'tknowwhenorhowbut

amgoingtogetmybabiesback,Igreettheestate

agent,hernamewasroselyn,shewasqueit

friendlyandIreallylikedher,sheshowsmethis

perfecthouse,ithadfourbedrooms,themainhad



anonsuiet,2andhalfbathrooms,adinningroom,

akitchen,astudy,doublegarageplusaswimming

poolandatenniescourt,itwasonsalefortwo

million,Imakeanofferfortwoandahalfmillion,

myoffergetsaccepted,soiputdownadepositof

oneandahalfmillion,therestIwillpayby

instalmentsuntilIsucessfullysellmyapartment,I

gettomyapartmentcallsihle,shedoesn'tanswer

mycalls,IeventuallygiveupandicallRoselyn

andaskhertogototheclubwithme,shesaysyes

,wegotoBandile'sclub,Iwassurprised,whenthe

bartendertellsmebabydaddynolongerownsthe

club,wehaveaballwithRoselyn,wepartyuntil1

am,wedrivebacktomyapartment,iwassotired,

ihavealotofpackingtodointhemorning,moving

isnojoke,IwillaskRoselyntorecommenda

movingcompany,Ieventuallyfallasleep.

Thenextday

Zoey



.

Iwasstillpeacefullysleeping andIwashavinga

gooddream,whenIhearthesoundofawhistle,I

quicklygetupwhilescreamingandisitup

Me:youaresoevil,isthispaybackforyesterday?

Bandile:ofcoursenot,Ithoughtaboutwhatyou

said"acouplethatexercisestogether,stays

together"andyouarerightandtodayamso

lookingfowardtoexercising

Me:butthekids,thereisnoonetolookafterthem,

amsurempumieistiredoftheabuse

Bandile:actuallyshewassothrilled,sheiseven

takingthemtothethemeparkwithTrina,soyour

kidsarefine,comeongetup.

Me:actually,Ihavebeenthinking.....

Bandile:andwhydon'tIlikethesoundofthat?

Me:noit'sgood,Iactuallywanttodoyogaonly

Bandile:whereisyesterday'senergy?,ithought



youwantedtolooseweight.

Me:yes,yesandihavelosteightpoundsalready,

soamgood.

Bandile:areyousure,youwon'twakemeupor

complaintomemykidsmadeyoufat?

Me:ifyouleavemealone,IswearIwon'tcompain

anymore

Bandiledecidestogotothegyminstead,sinceI

gaveupmysillyexercising idea,mybodywas

hurting,eveninplacesIdidn'tknowIhadmuscles

before,sincelwaziandkhweziwerewith

nompumelelothewholeday,IcallLaurenand

Lethabo,weagreetomeetatthemall,Iwakeup

andgetready,Ieventuallyleave,Iwasusing

bandile'ssecondcarAudiA6,Igetthemall,Ifind

LaurenandLethabowaitingforme,Iwalktothem,

theywerelaughingatmecauseIwaswalking

funny

Lethabo:andthenwena?

Me:ihaveanevilhusband.



Lauren:whatdidBandiledothistime?

Me:soyesterday,Ihadthisgreatideatolosemy

babyweight,allihadtodowastojoganddoyoga

right?

LaurenandLethabo:right

Me:somyhusbandasksmeificantakewhathe

willdishout,soiconfidentlytellhim"yesam

zoey,Igavebirthtothetwinsaftercarryingthem

foreightmonths,sowhateverhehadplannedwas

apieceofcake"

Lethabo:yesgirl,weevenbleedeverymonth

Me:butwasIwrong,theguyhadmerunningfor

abouteighthoursifnotten

LethoboandLaurenlaughatme

Lauren:youandyourdrama,amsureyouranfor

thirtyminutes,nowaygirl

Theylaughagain

Me:girlsstoplaughing,thisisatruestory,amnot

lying,heevenhadthegutstowakemeupthis

morning.



Lethabo:anddidyougowithhim?.

Me:hellno,Ilovemyselfwaytoomuch,it'sstill

waytooearlyformetodie.

Theylaughatmeagain,wedecidetogetsomefew

thingsatedgars,Ineedednewhotellinensformy

bed,wewerestillbusyshoppingwhenIbumpinto

someone,Isay"amsorry",Ilookupandfind

Thandolookingatme,wejustlookateachother

andwedon'tsayawordtoeachother,Thando

eventuallybreaksthesilence

Thando:amsorry........

Me:pleasedon't,justbecausewebreaththesame

air,itdoesn'tmeanwehavetobefriends.

IpushmytrollyandgotofindLaurenandLethabo,

wepayforourshopping andweeachgoout

separateways,Idrivehome,seeingThandoreally

broughtmealotofmixedemotions.

[09/30,11:08] :Insert59

Bandile



Ihadjustgottenhomefromwork,Iwassotired,I

decidetotakeashowerandchangeintosomething

comftable,Idecidetogoandwatchasoccergame,

Iwasstillwatchingmysoccergame,whenmy

wifewalksincrying

,IimmediatelystopeverythingIwasdoing

Igoandgiveherahugg,Ithentakehertoacouch

andmakehersit

Me:babywhatisthematter?

Zoey:Ibumpedintothatwitchofyours

Me:whatwitch?

Zoey:Thando,shekilledmybabyandsheisstill

breathing,IwanttokillherBandile,Thando

deservestodieandgotohell(shesayswhile

crying,Iwasstillhuggingher)

Me:zoeyallthisangerisnotgoodforyou,forgive

Thandoforyoursakeandmoveon.

Zoey:youwantmetoforgivethatwitch,soshe

cancomebackintoourlivesandruinourlives?



Me:nobabyamnotsayingbringThandobackinto

ourlives,forgivingsomeonedoesn'tmeanthat

theyhavetobepartofyourlife,butyouhaveto

forgiveforyoursake.

Zoey:butshekilledmybaby,myinnocentbaby

Bandile

Me:iknowbaby,butlookatthisway,Godallowed

hertodothat,sohecangiveusdoublethe

blessing,Imeanwewouldn'thavehadkhwezior

lwaziwithus.

Zoey:nowthatyouputitthatway,IguessIcan

tryandforgive

Bandile:tellyouwhat,sincetommorrowisyour

firstdayatschool,whydon'tyoucooksupperfor

us,Iwilleveninvitesphamandlaandunathi.

Therewasnoway,Iwaseattingzoey'sfood

alone,am justtryingtocheermywifeup

Zoey:(shesmiles)youseriouslywoulddothat

forme?(inodmyhead),wait,whatiftheydon't

likethefood?



Me:thenamgoingtohavetokicktheirassuntil

theylikethefood,butpleasejustdontcooksamp

andoxtail,cooksomethingeasy

Zoey:thankyoubaby,thankyou(shesaysthat

whilesmlingandhuggingmeoverandoveragain)

Nowallihavetodoistoconvincesphamandlaand

unathi,Idon'tknowhowbutIhaveto,Icall

sphamandlaandfindwhereheis,itturnsoutIhad

killedtwobirdswithonestone,theywererunning

awayfromtheirwives,theywerewatchingsoccer

atthemainhouse,Imakemywaythere,Igetthere

wegreeteachotherwithabrohugg,wewatch

socceraftersoccerweplayafifagame

Me:gentlemanyouhavebeeninvitedtomyhouse

fordinnertomorrow.

Unathi:justusorwithourwives.

Me:justyoutwoandnooneelse.

Sphamandla:waitaminute,whoiscooking?,

manweloveyourwife,weabsolutelydo,butwe

allknowshecan'tcooktosaveherlife.



Me:mywifeiscookingandyoubettercomeand

eatthefoodandwithasmileonyourfaces.

Sphamandla:heyman,wewouldlovetobutwe

arewatchingourfigure,rightunathi?.

Unathi:right,wehavebeengainingtoomuch

weightlately.

Me:nchooisn'tthiscute,howlovely,youbetter

cometomyhouseseveno'clockonthedot,other

wiseIwillcomeanddragyourassmyself

Theyjustlaughatme,asIleave,Igobacktomy

house,Ieattakeawayszoeyhadbroughtbackwith

herfromthemall,Ithenplacethedirtydishinthe

sink,IswitchoffthelightandIgotoourroomand

sleep.

Thando

Howdarethatlittlebitchspeakstomeinthat

manner,IwasbeginningtoregretwhatIdidtoher,

rightnow,Idon'tfeelsorryatallplusmeandher



areevennow,Ikilledherchild,shehadmywomb

removedatleastshecanstillpopoutmorebabies

andIcan't,Igettomyapartment,getmyselfa

bottleofwine,Istartpackingthings,awaysinceI

willbemovingtomynewhousetommorrow,mom

hasbeentreatingmelikeshit,soihaven'ttoldherI

boughtanewhouse,onlydad,karaboand

Roseylnknewaboutmynewhouse,theprecious

sihlefinallydecidedtocallmeback,shecanwait,I

don'tpickhercalls,Ipacksensetivestaff,idon't

wantanyonetouching,likemyclothesandmy

babiesthings,therestthemovingcompanycan

packuptommorrow,Iwassoexcitedaboutmy

move,Icouldn'twait,Icouldn'tevensleep.

Thenextday

Thando

Iwokeuptothesoundofmyphoneringing,Icheck

thecalleridanditwaskarabo,Iimmediately



answer,hetellsmeheisbythegate,Icallthe

securitytolethimin,hedoescomeinandwithin

justafewminuteshewasknockingonmydoor,I

quicklyputonmymorninggownandIgoopenthe

doorforhim,youshouldhaveseenthesmileon

myface,hewasevenholdingabottleofwineand

takeaways

Karabo:icametohelpyoumove.

Me:thatissosweetthankyou,letmequicklygo

andtakeashowerandthenwecangetonwiththe

restofourday.

Iquicklytakeashower,lotion,wearaskintop

andbumshots,Imakemywaytothekitchen,

karaboandIfinallyhaveourbreakfast,wewere

finishingupwhenRoselynandthemoving

companyfinallyarraive

Itwascaos,Igetacleaningcompanytocleanafter

everythingwasgone,soRoselyncanlistmy

apartmentasap.

Zoey



Iwokeupreallyexcited,Iwaslookingfowardto

mycookingclassesandplusIhavesuppertocook

formyhusbandandhisbrothers,nothingmuch

though,justsomegreenbeans,mashedpotatoes

andsomesteakwithsauce,ofcourseamgoingto

cookundersisflowatchfuleye,sinceIcan'tgoto

khanyibecausesheisleavingtodayandwillcome

backtotheroyalhouseaftergivingbirth,Igetout

ofbed,noactuallyjumpoutofbed,Iwasso

excited,IgoandtakeashowerBandilecomesand

joinme,wegetoutandwegetready,Igotothe

kitchenandmakeasandwichformeandBandile,

weeatandwewereoutthedoor,auntyBellawas

goingtobelookingafterthetwinstillIwasdone

withcookingclasses,IwasusingtheAudi,Iget

there,theywereteachingissomebasicsandall

aboutkitchenhygineandhacks,thatgiveusalist

ofthingstobuy,Ididn'tevenknowhalfofthe

thingsonthelist,Idrivetomyparentshouse,I

picksisfloup,wegotothemall,Ibuyeverything

onthelist,Ialsobuygroceriesforsisflo,her



daughtercomesandtakeseverything,wehad

requestedanuberforhercauseitwaswaytoo

much.WegethomeandIcookwithsisflotelling

mewhattoadd,whentoaddandhowmuchtoadd

,Ieventuallyfinishcookingmysteaks,green

beans,sauceandmashedpotatoes,ipack

everythingupandheadhome,Igethome,ileave

whatwillnotgetspoilledinthecarandtakewhat

needstobeinthefridge,Igoandtakeashower

andthenwaitforBandileandhisbrothers,Ihear

myhusbandthreateninghisbrothers"youbetter

likethefoodandappreciatethefood,mywifewent

alotoftroubletocookyouthisdinner,soyou

bettersmileandsayittastedgoodevenifitis

horrible",itwassosweetofhim,hedidn'tknowI

heardhim,soikeptmymouthshut,Iserve

everyoneincludingmyself,theywereallhesitant

toeatthefood,Ieatthefood,theycouldseeIwas

eatting,soithinktheymusthavethought,sheis

eattingherfood,soitmustnotthatbebad,so

whattheheck,theystarteattingandtheywereall

shocked



Spha,nathi,Bandile:zoeyyoucookedthis?

Me:yesidid.

Bandile:areyousure?

Me:yes,sisflotaughtmehowtocookthefood

butIcooked

Spha:goodjobmakoti,Ihadasandwichinmy

pocketjustincase.

Bandile:andhowwhereyougoingtoeatthat?

andIthoughtyouandnathiwerewatchingyour

figure.

Weallburstoutlaughing

Nathi:actuallysphamandlawastheonewatching

hisfigure

Spha:doyouevenknowthemeaningofloyalty

youtraitor,iwasgoingtoeatthatoutside,soi

don'tinsultzoeyinherhouse.

Wealllaughagain,afterdinner,Iclearupthetable

andIwashthedishes,Bandilewaswithsphaand

nathiinhisstudyIcouldtellthattheywere

discussingseriousbusiness,soiletthembe,Igo



toourroomandwatchtv,Ieventuallyfallasleep.

[09/30,11:09] :Insert60

Bandile

TodaywasSaturday,Ihadnoplansofwakingup

early,butIknowwithmywifewakingupearly,to

gotohercookingclasses,Iwillwakeupearlyany

way,soiwakeupandsituponthebedwithmy

laptop,zoeywasintheshower,soithoughti

mightaswellgetsomeworkdone,Iwasstillbusy

doingmywork,whenmywifecomesoutofthe

showerwithatowelwrappedaroundherbody

Zoey:oohgood,youareup,Iwasabouttowake

youup

SeeItoldyou,itseemsasifhergreatestideas

comeswhenaminmysleep

Me:whathaveyoubeenthinkingabout?

Zoey:whosaidihavebeenthinking?,Iwanteda



quickybeforeIleave.

Me:foolMeonceshameonyou,foolmetwice

shameonme,fellforthattrickonce,nowoutwith

it.

Zoey:okay,okayfine,mylovely,sweethusband

Me:whateveryouwantmustbeprettyhuge,you

justcalledmesweet.

Zoey:youseeIhavebeenthinkingofawayforus

tocelebratemybirthdaysinceit'scommingupina

month'stime.

Me:ooh,ithoughtitwassomethingbad,Iwill

bookusatwoweekcruisebaby.

Zoey:butyouhavenotheardhowIwantto

celebrate,yesIloveyourgiftbutthereis

somethingIwantustodotogether,idontwantus

tobeoneofthoseboringcouples.

Me:wearenotjoinningamarathonarewe?

Zoey:ofcoursenot,wearejustgoingskydiving.

Me:amsorry,wearegoingtodowhat?



Zoey:skydivingbaby,Isawthislovelycoupleon

marriedatfirstsightdoingitandIwanttogiveita

try.

Me:hellno,haveyoueverseenablackmansky

diving?,thosearewhiteman'sthings,wearenot

crazyenoughtojumpoutofaplanebaby,hellno.

Zoey:babyplease,pleasedothisforme

shewaslookingatmewithpleadingeyes,damn

shelookedsocute,howdoIsaynotoherwhen

sheislookingatme

Me:don'tlookatmelikethat,Idon'thavelifecover

somybabieswillsuffer

Zoey:please,please,prettyplease.

Me:tellyouwhat,therearetwothingsIhave

alwayswantedtodoalso,ifyousurvivethesetwo

things,Iwilltakeoutatwentymillionlifecoverfor

mybabies anddoskydiving

Zoey:okayIwillalsodotwothingsbutIwillkeep

thesecondthingasecretuntillthelastminute,we

haveadeal.



Me:aslongasit'snotanythingcrazylike

swimmingwithsharks,amin.

Zoey:dopeopledothat?,dotheydoreallyswim

withsharks?

Me:yesanddon'tyougetanysillyideas,bythe

waywearegoingrockclimbingnextweekandthen

campingthefollowingweek

Thelookonzoey'sfacewaspriceless,Iwasreally

enjoyingthis

Zoey:rockclimbingyes,Icantryitoutasfor

campingno,no,no

Me:theniguessthedealisoff

Zoey:finewecangocamping,yeepycan'twait

(thesarcasm inhervoicethough)

Shefinally,getsready,thetimenowwasseven

thirty,herclasswasateightthirty,shekissesme

onmycheekandshewasoutthedoor

Threehourslater



Iwasreallybored,Igoandcheckonmybabies,

theywerewithauntyBella,Itakethestrawler

placetheminside,goforawalkwiththem,when

wefinallycomeback,theywereasleep,Iwasnow

literallybored,Icallsphamandlaandfindout

wherehewas,hewasathishouse,Itellhimto

cometomyhousewithnathi,afewminuteslater,

theycome,weplayfifagameswhileeattingsome

snacks

Me:gentleman,youwillnotbelievethemorningI

had.

Sphamandla:didmakoticookforyou?(heand

unathilaugh)

Me:no,butIswearmywifewillgivemegreyhair

soon.

Unathi:whatdidsweetzoeydothistime?

Me:well,shewantstokillme

Thelookonsphamandla'sandNathi'sfaces

Me:relaxyoucowards,Idon'tmeanthatliterally,



shewantsistodoactivities,skydivingandanother

secretone

Unathiandsphamandla:shewantswantstowhat?

Me:skydiving,butwehaveadealshegoesrock

climbingandcampingforaweekendfirst,ifshe

survivesweareskydiving

Theywerenowlaughatme

Sphamandla:zoeycamping?,thisIwanttosee,I

betyoushewon'tsurvivesoyouare.

safe.

Unathi:wannaputyourmoneywhereyourmouthis

?,amteamzoey,soambettingathousandbucks

onherbehalf

Sphamandla:soit'stwoagainstone,wearesaying

zoeywillwanttocomehomeorgotoahotelonthe

firstnight.

Me:soit'ssettled,it'scouple'scamping,

SphamadlawithSihle,UnathiandMinnie,Sanele

ansLethabo,meandmymadam,sothebetistwo

againstone,athousandeach.



Weshakehandsandagree,wearegoingtorent

twocaravans ,theyeventuallyleave,Igoto

watchtv,while.Iwaitformywifetocomehome.

Zoey

Aftermycookinglessons,todaywecooked

spaghettiandsavouryricewithmince,itwasmore

thanenoughformeandBandilesodinnerwas

sorted,Iwasterrifiedofcampingandrockclimbing

,soihadthisgreatidea,amgoingtocheatandgo

withAnthonyfirst,practisemakesperfectright?,I

drivetoAnthony'soffice,Igetthere,Igreetthe

receptionist,whogivesmethegoaheadtogoto

mybrother'soffice

Iknockhesays"knockitsopen",hewasbusyon

hislaptop,sohewasn'tlookingatmydirection

Me:heeydweeb

Heimmediatelylooksupandsmile.

Anthony:dumbhead,whateverbroughtyouhere



mustbeprettyimportant,causeyouneverever

cometomyoffice.

Me:can'tthislittlesister,missherbigbrotherand

comevisithim.

Anthony:youmissme?,that'safirstwhateverit

theanswerisno,noandno.

Me:butyouhavenotheardmyrequestyet.

Anthony:gotyou,soIwasrightyoudowant

something

Me:okay,okayImadeadealwithmyhusband

thatifwegocampingandrockclimbingwegosky

diving.

Anthony:youguysarecrazy,youdoknowyou

havetwinsthatathreemonthsrightandwhose

brightideaisittodothiscrazyactivities?.

Me:don'tblameme,minewasskydivingformy

birthday,therestyoucanblameBandile.

Anthony:sowheredoIfitin?

Me:well,Isortofwantyoutohelpmecheat.



Anthonylaughs

Anthony:how?

Me:iwanttogorockclimbingwithyoubefore

Bandileandigonextweek.

Anthony:iwilldothisforyou,ifyouhelpme.

Me:whatcouldmyheropossiblyneedmyhelp

with?

Anthony:iwanttointroducemygirlfriendtomom

anddad,soiwantyouthere

Me:(Iwasshocked)youAnthonyWilliamshave

agirlfriend?

Anthony:isuredohernameisBrittney

Me:wehaveadeal,butwearegoingrockclimbing

fortwodays

Anthony:youarenowpushingit

Me:please,pleaseprettyplease

Anthony:fine

IwasthrilledandIkisshimonthecheekandi



leave,idrivehome,Iplacemyfoodinthefridge,I

gotomybedroomIfindBandilebusywithhiswork,

hestopsassoonasheseesme,Isitbesidehim,

wetalkforafewminutes,Idecidetogoandtake

ashower,lwastired,Bandilecomesandjoinme,

weenduphavingsexintheshower,afterwego

andhaveoursupperandwegotobed,Iwastired,

reallytired,soicallasleepimmediately

[09/30,11:09] :Insert61

Zoey

Anthonyhadcalledmelastnightandwewere

goingindoorrockclimbingtodayaftermycooking

lessons,thiswashowourconversationwas

Anthony:dumbhead

Me:what'supdweeb

Anthony:ijustwantedtotellyoutwothingsto

keepinmindbeforeyoudorockclimbing



Me:shootbigbro,Ireallywouldappreciatethis

tips

Anthony:one:wearcomftableclothes,Imean

clothesyoucanreallymoveinbabysiscauseyou

willbedoingalotofstretching.

Me:easydone,whatelse?

Anthony:youaregoingtokillmeforthisonebut

hey,youaretheonethatwantedtodoallthis

crazyactivities,makesureyournailsaretrimmed,

keepthemtrimmedasthiswillmakeiteasierfor

youtohelpwithfingerprints

Me:hellno,myperfectlymanicurednails

Anthony:ifyouwanttobeatBandileathisown

gameyouwillgetridofthosenails.

Me:finebye(wehangup)

Ipackleggingsandalongtshirtinagymbag,I

wasreallyexcitedabouttoday,Bandilehadan

earlymeetingsohehadleftalready,Itakemybag

tothecarandIdrivetomyclasses,Iwasso

excitedaboutrockclimbing,Iwasnotevenexcited



abouttheShepardspieweweremakingtoday,

canwegetthisoveranddonewithalready,itwas

nowtime,Iplacemyfoodintomycarandrushto

thegymAnthonywaswaitingformealready,wego

in,itwasmyfirsttimesettingmyfootatthegym

so,imaginewhatifeltlike,ifeltlikeavisitorfrom

anotherplanet,Iseriouslydid

Rockclimbingisnojoke,thereareropes,

harnesses,climbingshoes,chalkbagandavriety

ofotherequipmentyouneedtogetfamiliarwith

beforetakingtoaclimb

Thatbeingsaid,Iwasreallylookingfowardto

puttingmybiggirlpantonanddiveinto,climbing

forreal(theexcitementinmyeyes)

Mytraininggroupwasconsiderablylarge,soit

tookusaboutanhourtogeteveryonethrough

AsIwatchedtheinstructorwhowasteachingme

andotherfitnesseditorsproperrope-technique,

tieacomplicatedknotandloopitaroundtheir

harnessesinoneeffortlessmotion,Iwasactutely

awarethatIhadabsolutelynoideawhatIwas



doing,theonethingIassumedIcouldfigureout

washowtoputonmyharness,afterall,youstep

intoalikeapairofpants-butitturnedout,Iwas

wearingitbackwards,whichIdidn'trealizeuntila

diffrentinstructorpolitelypointedoutmyerrors,

goshIhavenevereverbeensoembrassed

Ittookmeafewtriestogetthehangofthings,butI

eventuallygotthereandpassedthetestofspotting

theinstructor.Woohoo!

AssoonasIfeltreadytotakemyfirstclimb,

Anthonyledme,towhatIcall"thebabywall"but

hey,evenwiththename"babywall"

thedamnthingstillprovetobeachallenge.

Afterjustahandfulofclimbs,Icouldalreadyfeel

theburninmyarmsandback,Itriedtousemy

legsforthemostpartofclimbingbutevenso,my

upperbodywasonfire,Ifinallyreachedthetop

andgetdown,Iwantedtosaythiswasmyfirstand

lasttime,butIhavetodothistwomoretime,I

literallywantedtocry,alliwantedtodowassky

divingwhathasBandilegottenmeinto?,Anthony



andIgooutseparateways,Igethome,Iplace

theShepardspieinthemicrowave,goodthing

Bandilewasnothome,afterthedayIhavehadI

seriouslyneedashower,mydamnbodywason

firebutImustseethisthrough,Ichangeintomy

pyjamas,Bandilefinallycomeshome,hegoes

andtakeashower,comesdownstairsIservehim

hisfood,Iwassotiredalliwantedtodowassleep

,soigotobedleavingBandilewatchingtv,good

causeIwouldn'tletmetouchmenottonight.

Threedayslater

Thando

Iwasreallybeginningtosettleintomynewhome,

karabohadhomehometovisittohisfamily,soit

wasjustmeandroselyn,wewerereallybecoming

closefriends,Roselynwaswhitesoyouknowhow

whitepeopleloveextremesports,Iwasupfor

anything,sowhenRoselyninvitedmeforindoor



rockclimbing,Ithoughtwhattheheckamboredso

Imightaswellgetit,idrivetothegymandIfind

myfriendwaitingforme,theinstructorhelpsme

andwegetintotheswingofthings,itwasnoteasy

butIwasreallyenjoyingmyself,karaboand

Roselynreallybroughtoutthebestinme,wewerd

stillhavingfun,Ihadjustgottenoffthewall,when

Roselynsays"lookatthatcutecoupleoverther,I

lookanditwasthe"itwastheitcouple"they

seemedreallyhappy,theywerewithsphamandla,

unathi,zoey'sbrotherandMinnie

Bandilewasbusyhuggingzoeyfrombehindand

whisperingsweetnothingintoherearscauseshe

waslaughingandgiglinglikealittlegirl,Igot

upsetandrunintothebathroomandistartcrying,

Roselynrunsafterme,shecomesinandhuggs

me

Roselyn:girlwhatiswrong?,wewerelaughing

andclimbingwallsafewminutesago

Me:youdon'tunderstand,thatismybabydaddy,

themanofmydreams,themanIhadhopedand

dreamsofbuildingafuturewith



Roselyn:justmoveonsweetheartheisclearly

happyandyouhavetofindsomeonethatwillmake

youhappyalso,tellyouwhatyourgirlisgoingto

hookyouup,wearegoingtofindyouaman

Ilaugh

Me:butIwantBandileandnooneelse,theguyis

everythingIwantinaman.

Roselyn:forgettheidiotheisnotworthyourtimeif

timeifdoesn'tseethediamondyouare,moveon

thereisplentyoffishinthesea

Wegoout,wewerewatchingthemfromadistance

onlyBandileandzoeywereRockclimbing,iwas

reallysurprisedzoeyknewhowtorockclimb,not

badforaslayqueen,thebrothersandMinniewere

justcheeringon,Imakesurethatnoneofthem

seeme,wegotomycarandwepassbyMcDonald

andbuyourselvesmeburgerandchipswegoto

myhouse ,weeatandhangoutatthepoolforthe

restoftheday,itgotmethinkingmaybeIshould

throwapoolparty.



Bandile

Iwokeupreallyexcitedtoday,waswerefinally

goingrockclimbing(indoorrockclimbing)my

twodumbbrother'smanagetoturnthisactivity

intoabetalso,unathiwasteamzoey,sphamandla

wasteamBandile,thebetwastwothousand per

person,clearlythisidiot'shadtoomuchmoneyto

throwaround,iwasfeelingsorryformywife,I

wasgoingtokickherass,soicangetoutofthis

skydivingthings,Anthony,mytwobrothersand

Minniedecidetotagalong

Wegettothegym,wechange,wegointoour

group,herewelearnedhowtothean8knot

(surprisingly,Ididgreat)butzoeywasrocking

that,Iwasreallyshocked,theinstructoralso

teachesusnumeroussafetyprecautions,andhow

howspotandcontrolthebelayofsomeone

climbingaboveyou,

Wewerefinallyready,theinstructortakesusto

thewall,thishugewaswellhadprogressively



hardertrackstofollow,butthebiggestadvantage

wasgettingtofeelcomftablewithinanautomatic

belaysystemfirst,beforeneedingtotieyourown

knotsandgettingsomeonetospotyou.

Wegetonwiththeclimbingitwaschangelingat

firstbutiwasgettingthehangofit,zoeyonthe

otherhandwasreadytotakeoverfromspiderman

causethewayshewasclimbingthosewalls,one

wouldswearitwasnotherfirsttime,shereached

thetopbeforeIcouldandshegoesdown,acouple

ofminuteslaterialsogodown,Icouldn'tbelieveit

zoeyhadjustkickedmyass,IguessI

underestimatedzoey,sheandMinniegoestothe

ladies

Sphamandla:iclearlyplayedforthewrongteam,

mxmyoujustcostedme2grandman

UnathiandAnthonylaugh

Wewereonourwayout,whenthisguycomeshe

greetsus

Unknown:zoeyamgladyouareimprovingyou

reallymustlikerockclimbing



Me:improving?

Zoey:youseewhathadhappenedwas,Ikinda

tookafewlessonsbeforetoday

Me:soyoucheated?

Sphamandla:brothermanfaceityouwereplayed.

Zoey:idon'trememberanyrulethatsaidno

practisingbeforethebigday,sotechnicallyi

didn'tcheathubby.

everyonelaughs

Me:fairenoughamsogoingtogetyouforthis

andthisisnotoveryoustillhavetogocampingfor

threedays.

Zoey:bringitonsoldierman.

ManhowcomeIdidn'tthinkofthis?,wegoand

havelunch

Sphamandla:youhavetomakesureshedoesn't

survivecampingbroorwearegoingtoburyyou

afteryourattemptatskydiving.

zoey:sphamandlastopputtingideasintohishead



please.

Me:believemeshewon'tsurvive

Wealllaugh,afterwefinishhavinglunchweall

drivehome,Imustadmitamkindahavingfun.

[09/30,11:09] :Insert62

Zoey

TodaywasSaturday,afteryesterday'srock

climbing,BandileandIdecidetotakethingseasy

today,IgetreadyandIgoformycookinglessons,

Bandilewillcomeandpickup,hewillcomewith

thetwins,sowecanspendsometimewithspend

sometimeasafamily,Igettoclassstartwiththe

cooking ,todaywemadebeefstew,betroot,

butternutandspinach,aftermycookinglessons,I

findBandilewaitingforme,Icarefullyplacethe



foodihadcookedinthebootofthecar,wedrive

tothemall,wefirstdoalittlebitofshopping,we

thengoandhavelunchatspur,ourdaywasgoing

surpringlywell,wethengotothethemepark,by

thetimeweleaveitwasreallylate,wegethome,i

packeverythingawayandplacefoodIhadcooked

inthefridge,wewerereallytiredandreadyforbed,

BandileandIgoandtuckthetwinsin,wewatch

themsleepingforacoupleofminutes,theywere

reallysupercute,especiallymydiva,youwould

swearitwasnotthesamechild,shereallylooked

cute,wethengotoourroom,Iwassotired,inless

thanasecondIwasout.

Thando

Iwokeupreallyexcitedtoday,karabowas

commingback,Iwasreallylookingforwardto

seeinghim plusIgettoseemygirlstoday,mom

anddadwerebringingthemovertoday,momis

stillpissedatme anddoesn'twantmetosetafoot



inherhouse,igetup,brushmyteeth ,washmy

faceandgotothekitchen,Ieatsomecerealfor

breakfast,thenistartcooking,Ithenfinishup

cooking,afterthatIgoandtakeashower,lotion

andgetdressed,Iwaitfor,myparents,dadcalls

tosaytheyareatthegate,Iopenthegateforthem

,theygetin,Iopenthedoorandgooutside,Iwas

sohappytoseemygirls,Iholdsmangelesinceshe

wasawake,theyseemtohavegrownsomuch,I

can'tbelieveammissingoutonsomuchoftheir

lives,wegetin,smangelealsofallsasleep,Itake

themtotheirroom

Mom:whenyoudobadwewillspeakupand

reprimandyou,sowewillalsospeakupand

congratulateyouwhenyoudogood,youhave

doneagoodjobbuyingthishouse.

Me:thankyoumom

Dad:amsoproudoftheyoungwomanyouare

becoming

Me:thankyoudad.

Wewerestillbusyeattingourlunch,whenthe



intercomrings,Igoandattendtowhoeverisatcthe

hate,tomysurpriseitwaskarabo,Ilethimin

assoonasheseesmyparentshebecomesshy,it

wasreallycute,hehadbroughtmeaboxof

chocolateandabottleofwine,Itakethosethings

tothekitchen

Hesitsdownandjoinme,dadandmom,itwas

reallyawkardshame,dadandmomsuredidgrill

him,thetwinswakeup,Iplaywiththemforawhile

,momanddadfinallyleavewiththegirls,karabo

decidesweshouldshouldtothemovies,Ifirstask

himtodropmeoffatthemall,Ibuyafewthings

forqueenmotherandthenigotovisithertomy

surpriseiwasnottheonlyonevisittinghertoday,

therewasthisunknownman,heseemedolderbut

hottjoo,Bandilehadnothingonhim.

Queenmother

Iwassittinginmycell,whenIwastoldIhada

visitor,IwasexpectingtoseeThandobutwhenI



look,Iwasimmediatelyintears,itwasmyone

andonlybrotherNthando,hehadbeengoneforso

manyyears,hewasintheUS,Icouldn'tbelieve

hewasback,helookedreallygoodandyoucould

tellhehasnotbeenhomeforawhilebyhisaccent.

Me:nthandoIwishIcouldhuggyounow,Imiss

yousomuch.

Nthando:imissyoutoobigsis,icamebackto

visityou,tomysurprise,theytellmeyouareinjail,

whatthehellhappened?

Me:myhusbandsaidishouldhandmyselfinafter

somefewmistakesIhadmade.

Mybrothergetspissed

Nthando:howdarethesonofabitchdoesthatto

you?,aftereverythingyousacrificedforhim,I

don'tcarewhoIhavetokillorbribebutyouwillbe

outofheresoon.

Me:thankyouatleastthereissomeoneinmyconer

now

Nthando:thatisrightIgotyourbackbigsis



Andbythewaywhatisthisihearaboutyour

husbandgoingtotheUStovisithiswifeandchild?

Itellnthandoeverythingandhewaspissed,hewas

readytokillsomeone,Iwasstilltalkingtomy

brotherwhenThandowalksin,shehadbrought

mesomegoodies,Icouldtellshewasshockedand

surprised,I.Introducehertomybrother,hethanks

herfortakingcareofmeandtheyexchange

numbers.

TheyleaveandIgobacktomycell

Miranda

Thereitwasthetestwasclearlypositive,evena

blindpersoncouldseethetestwaspositive.

Iwasreallyworried,sibusisoandIdon'thave

enoughmoneytotakecareofanewborn,letalone

ourselves,theonlyreasonIwaswithhimwas

becauseheisreallygoodinbed,sohewouldletme

sleepwithBandile formoneythatishowwe



survived,Iwaslookingforajob,sincebandilewas

nolongerlookingtowardsmydirection,butitwas

difficult,Ihavehadthreeabortionsalready,one

wasBandile'schild,thisisonechildamnotwilling

togetridof,sbuandicalculatethelasttime

BandileandIhadsex,wealwaysuseprotection,

butthisistheonetimeamwillingtoriskitall,yesI

couldsayitshischildandgetawaywithit,sosbu

andIdecidethattheisgoingtobeBandile'schild,

soamgoingtoseeBandiletommorrow.Ireally

hopehebelievesme.

[09/30,11:09] :Insert63

Zoey

Todaywasmonday,BandileandIwakeupearly,

wehaveourmorningglory,wegoandtakea

shower,weweregoingcampingthisweekend,i

wasnotsolookingfowardtothat,afterbandileand

Ifinallygetreadyfortheday,wegoandcheckup

onourtwins,theywerestillsleeping,aswewere



havingourbreakfast,AuntyBellaarraives,we

finishupourbreakfast,BandileandIusethesame

car,causehewasgoingtopickmeupaftermy

cookinglessons,yeey,Iwassolookingfowardto

that,whenitcomestoshoppingIdon'tmindunless

it'sgroceries,thenisodon'tlookfowardtothat,

todaywecookedlasagne,afterIwasdone,

Bandilecomesandpickmeupandwegotothe

campingstore,weweregoingalloutforthisone,

weboughteverythingwethoughtwemightneed:

waterproofmatchesandalighterjustincase,a

tent,asleepingbag,flashlight,acompass,a

pocketknief,asleepingmat,firstaidkit,acamp

stove,acoolerforgoodanddrinks,several

pillows,threediffrentkindsofsunscreen,packs

ofpaperplates,dinnernapkins,aboxofplastic

cutleryTarpsandenoughfoodtofeedeveryone,

weweresortedifthereisanythingweforgot

anothercouplewouldhavetotakecareofitduring

theirshoppingtrip,wefinallyloadeverythinginto

Bandile'scarandwedrivetoBandile'sofficesince

hisP.Acalledandsaidtherewassomeonewaiting

forhimattheoffice,imaginethehorroroffinding



oneofhisbitcheswaitingforus,oohGodthiscan't

begood.

Miranda

AfterwaitingforBandileathisofficeforhoursand

hours,hefinallyarrIved,hewaswithhisplastic

dollandhereallyseemedsurprisedtoseeme,I

reallydidn'tcareaboutthat,alliwantedtodowas

totellhimampregnantandhopefullyhewill

beliveithisbaby

Bandile:Miranda?,whatareyoudoinghere?

Me:Bandilecanwepleasetalkinprivate,it'sreally

importantthatwetalk.

Zoey:letmeguess,youarepregnantforhim?

Ijustlookdownanddon'tanswerherquestion

Bandile:isittrueareyoupregnant?

Me:yesBandile,ampregnantforyou

Bandile:buthow?,youandialwaysused



protectionandamorningafterpill

Zoey:guessamgoingtoleaveyoutwotoit.

Bandile:babypleasedon'tgo.

Zoey:noBandileamgoingtoletyoucleanyour

mess,amnotgettinginvolved,Iwillbeinthecar,

butjustlikewedidwithThandoafterherbabies

wereborn,IalsowantaDNAtestforthisone(she

leaves)

Bandile:Mirandaareyousure,youarepregnant

forme?

Miranda:thatisanobrainer

Bandile:thenamsureyouwon'tmindaDNAtest,

Sanelewillgetthedoctorandyoumustbesurethe

babyisminecauseIwillinvolvetheroyalinyanga

also,soifthatisnotmychild,thatchildwilldie

Me:howdareyouwanttoķillmyinnocentchild?,

allbecauseyoudon'twanttotakeresponsibilityfor

yourunbornchild.

Iwasreallyshaking,thismightbemylastchance

tobeamother,IwasreallyscaredIdon'twant



anythingtohappentomychild.

Bandile:isaidifthatisnotmychild,berest

assuredthatifthatismychild,Iwillapologiesand

takeresposibility,butifthatisnotmychildbe

readytofacemywrath,Iwillbeintouch,nowif

youdon'tmindIhaveawifetoandcheckupon.

LikethatheleavesMestandinglikeastatue,Itake

ataxihome,Ireallycouldn'tgetoverBandile's

words,theyreallyseemedgenuine,Godhelpme,

ifthetruthcomesout

Igethome,siphowasbusydrinkinghisbeerand

hedidn'tseemtohaveacareintheworld

Me:siphoit'sover,hewantsaDNAtest

Sipho:thenDNAtestshewillget,relaxandtrust

me

Me:hesayshewillinvolvetheroyalinyanga,

pleasesiphoIdon'twantanythingtohappentoour

baby

Sligo:relaxwillyou,Iwilltakecareofeverything.

Iwasreallyworried,butIdecidedtotrustsipho,I



wastiredsoImakemyselfasandwitch,Ieatandi

gotobed.

Bandile

Igotomycar,manIcouldn'tbelievethiswas

happening,justwhenzoeyandIarefindingour

feet,Ihadtoscrewupagain,Igotoaobviously

pissedzoey

Me:babyamsorry,areyoufine?

Zoey:reallyBandile?,howcanIbefinewhenyou

keepimpregnatingwomenleft,rightandcenter,

amfarfrombeingokay

Me:amsorrybaby

Zoey:areyoustillfuckingher?

Me:nozoeyamdonewiththatlife,Iswearwith

mykidslife,thisallhappenedthetimeIwasa

mess.

Zoey:amgoingtogiveyouthebenefitofdoubt,



butifIfindoutyouarelyingtome,IswearIwill

divorceyourass,takemykidsandmovethem

somewhere,youwillneverever,andImeanever

seethemagainandthistimeamdeadserious.

Me:iswearIhavenothingtodowithMirandaor

anyotherwoman.

Zoey:aslongasyourbabymama'sstayintheir

laneanddon'tdisturbmypeace,thereshallbe

peacebutiftheycrosstheboundaries,thenbe

readyforworldwarthree,causeitwillbeacold

dayinhellbeforeIletthosewomendisrespectme

again

Me:babyrelaxnoonewilleverdisrespectyou

again,Ipromise.

Zoey:thankyou

Wedrivehome,wegoandplaywiththetwins,we

feedthem,zoeygivesthemabath,wegoandtuck

themin,wefinallyhaveoursupper,Imustsay

zoeyisreallyimproving,wewashthedishesand

wegotobed.



Queenmother/Nomcebo

Itseemsasifmybrotherwasreallynotkidding

abouthavingcontacts,Ireallydidn'tknowthisman

beforeme,Iwasnowbeingtreatedlikeaqueen

thatIam,hesaysiwillbeoutofheresoonandhe

willtakemebackwithhimtotheU.Sforacouple

ofWeeks,soicanrelaxandjustforgetabout

everythingforawhile,ireallycantwaittogetout

ofhere,freedomhereicome,iwasfinally

beginningtobreatheandiwaslovingthefeeling,I

can'twaittorepayeveryoneintheirowncoin ,this

isgoingtobefun.

[09/30,11:10] :Insert64

Miranda

No,no,pleasedon't,pleasedon'ttakemybaby,I

wasscreaming,withaveryloudvoiceastheold

womanwasholdingmybeautifulbabyboy,please



don't,afewminuteslaterIhearsomeoneshake

me,thankGoditwasadream,Isituponthebed,

siphoswitchesonthelights

Sipho:babywhatisthematter,youwere

screaming.

Me:iwasjusthavinganightmare

Sipho:whatkindofanightmare.

Me:ireallydon'tremember,whatIwasdreaming

about.

Ididn'twanttosharemydreamwithhim,itdidfeel

likeIwasbetraying,butitiswhatitis

Sipho:aresureyouarefine?

Me:yessiphonowlet'sgobacktosleep,Ihaveto

rest

Sipho:shouldileavethelightson?.

Me:noit'sfineyoucanswitchthelightsoff.

Heswitchedoffthelights

Theoldwomanappearsagaininmydreams,she

wasjustlaughingatmeandshakingherhead



Oldwoman:youstupidchild,youaresellingyour

blood

Youstupidchildyouaresellingyourblood

Youaresellingyourblood,youstupid

Shekeptrepeating,thesamewordsoverandover

again,Icouldfeelmybodydrowinginmyown

sweatasIshakewithfear,siphowakesmeup

again

Sipho:babywakeupyouarehavinganightmare

Iwakeupandsitupagain

Sipho:lookatyoubabyyouaresweating,doyou

rememberthenightmarethistime?

Me:ihonestlydon't,IwouldtellyouifI

rememberedsipho.

Sipho:fine,Iwillgetyousome cookiesandsome

warmmilk

Me:yesplease,thankyoubaby

Hegoestothekitchenandreturnswithwarmmilk

andtwocookies,Ieatthecookiesanddrinkthe



milk,Igobacktosleep,thistimeweleavethe

lightson.

Thando

KaraboandRoselynhadbeenreallygoodfriends

tome,Iwasreallypickingupthepiecesandtrying

tomoveon,Iwasthrowingapoolpartythis

Saturday,soiwasreallylookingforwardtothat,i

decidetoalsoinviteNthandotothepoolparty,he

sayslargecrowdsarenothisthing,sowhathecan

doistospendsomeoneononetimewithme

tommorrowandhesaidhewillpickmeupateight,

iwasfinewiththat,Nthandowasreallyhot

althoughhewasolder,Isensethereissomething

betweenRoselynandkarabobutthenagainMaybe

itsmyimagination,Iwatchtv,IwasboredsoIgo

tobed.

Thenextday



Nthando

Iwasreallyjusttwodaysawayfromgettingmy

sisteroutofjailandIwasreallylookingforwardto

spendingsometimewithher,Ihadforacallfrom

theThandogirl,sheisfine,butIcantellthatoneis

stillwetbehindherears,Iinviteheroutonadate,

asIwasstillpreparingformydate,itseemsasif

Christmascameearlyformeandmyfamilythis

year,Igotacalltocomeandpickmysisterup,

shewasnowafreewomanthanksmycontacts,I

drivetotheprison,shewasthrilledshame,Ihugg

her

Nomcebo:babybrocanwegetoutofher?,am

tiredofthisplace.

Me:gladly

Wegotomycar

Me:soyouwanttodriveyouhome,soyoucan

seeyourfamily



Nomcebo:somefamilytheyare,Idontwanttosee

themandIdon'tevenwantthemtoknowamout

justyet,besidesthekingruledIgobackhomefor

twomonthsafterservingmysentence

Inodmyhead

Me:whatcanyoutellmeaboutThando?

Nomcebo:thegirlwilldoanythingtogetwhatshe

wants.

Me:shesoundslikefunandmykindofagirl

Nomcebo:forgetaboutthatonesheisobssedwith

Bandile

Me:well,Iscoredadatewithhertonight.

Nomcebo;andwhereareyoutakingthepoorgirl?

Me:bowlingbigsis.

Nomcebo:wellyoutwokidshavefun

Wegotomugandbean,wehaveourbrunchand

wegohome,Ispendthedaychillingwithmysister,

shetellsmetotellThandosheisoutofjailonlybut

nottonight.



Itwasnowseventhirty,Iwasalldressedandready

formydate

Wegobowling,wehavesomuchfun,Thandois

reallyacoolchick,whensheisnotplanningevil,

yesshetoldmeallaboutherpastdeeds ,Ihave

doneworsesoIwon'tjudgeher.

KingDlamini

Ireallyhadagreattimewhilevisittingmywifein

theU.S.,shetoldtotryandforgiveNomceboand

andthinkshewasright,Iwascompletelylostin

myownthoughtsasIwasinaplane,Ieventually

landinSouthAfrica,Igetoneofmyguardsto

comeandpickmeup,Iaskhimtodrivemeto

Prision,soicanseemywife,Igetthere,imagine

theshockandhorror,Ihavewhenamtoldsheisa

freewoman,ikeptaskingmyself,whenandhow

didshepullthisoff?,maybeshegotparolefor

goodbehaviour,shemusthavegonetotheroyal

housealready,Igethome,Icallallmyson'sand



mydaughter,theyknewnothingabouttheir

mother'srelease,theywereallshockedasIwas

andIaskeveryoneifshehassetherfoothere,they

allsayshedidn't,whereintheworldcouldshebe?

.

[09/30,11:10] :Insert65

Zoey

Iwokeupingoodmood,weweregoingcamping

tommorrow,Bandilehadanearlymeetingtoday,

sohehadleftalready,myteacherhadgivenusa

dayofftodayduetoothercommitmentsshehad,i

getupandgetreadyfortheday,Iwasreallybored,

soicallmygirls,LethaboandLauren,wedecide

togoandhavelunchatpanarottis,whilewecatch

up,Igetintobandile'scaranddrivetothemall,I

wasthefirstonethere.Iwasbusyconceratingon

myphone,whenIaccidentallybumpintosomeone

Me:amsosorrymam



Voice:nexttimelookwhereyouaregoing

OohmyGod,Iwouldknowthatvoiceanywhere,

eveninmysleep,Iimmediatelyfreeze,Iwantedto

speakbutwordsjustkeptonfaillngme,mywhole

damnmouthwasdry

Me:queenmother?.

Queenmother:theoneandonlyandyesdearitis

thereturnofthewickedwitchepisode,youmight

alsowanttopickyourchinupfromthefloor,you

lookridiculous

Withthatbeingsaid,shetakesherorderandleave,

Ican'tbelieveitmonsterInlawisback

Iwasstilllostinmythoughts,whenmygirls

finallyarraive,wehavelunch

Me:youwillneverguesswhoIjustsaw

Lethabo:yourhighschoolcrush.

Me:nofarfromit

Lauren:tellusalready,thesuspenseiskillingus

Me:mysweetadorablemotherinlaw



Theywereshocked

Lethabo:youmeanthewitchfinallygotholdofher

broomandmanagedtoflyoutofprison?.

Me:exactly,theregoesmypeace.

Theyclaptheirhands

Lauren:trulyprisonisforthepoor,afterwhatshe

didshedeservestorotinjail

Lethabo:isecondthat,infacttheyshouldlockher

upandthrowawaythedamnkeys

Me:enoughaboutmonsterinlaw

Wehaveourlunchandwegoshopping,Ithen

drivehome,Istillcan'tbelievethatmonsterisfree.

Thando

IreallyenjoyedNthando'scompany,wehad

managedtosetaseconddate,ihadjustfinished

cleaningandcooking,whenIgetacallfromqueen

mother'snumber,Iwasshocked,butthenagain



maybeitissihleandshedoesn'twantsphamandla

tofindoutsheisincontactwithme,Ianswerthe

callanddon'tsayaword

Nomcebo/queenmother:Thandocanyouhear

me,Thando?

Itturnsoutitisqueenmother

Me:queenmother?

Nomcebo/queenmother:theoneandonlybaby,

queenmotherisafreewomannowbaby

Me:(Iscream),tellmeyouarekidding

Nomcebo/queenmother:thankyouforalmost

turningmedeaf

Me:amsorry,amjusthappyforyou

Nomcebo/Queenmother:thankyoubaby,Iwill

sendyouanaddresssoyoucancomeseemeand

bringabottleofwine,Ialsokindamissthebubbly

youknow

Me:it'sdone(welaughandhangup)

Icallafriendofminetoorganizemeabusketfull



ofgoodies,Itakeabottleofmymostexpensive

wineandabottleofchampagne,igoandtakea

showerandgetdressed,iwaspickingthebusket

frommyfriend,whenqueenmothertextmethe

hotelshestaysinandherroomnumber,I

immediatelydrivethere,Igothereandknockon

herdoor,sheopensupthedoorandshe was

happytoseeme,justlikeIwashappytoseeher

Me:sohowthehelldidyougetout?

Nomcebo/queenmother:thatmydearisastory

foranotherday,youwerebusygoingondates

withmybrother

Me:amsosorrydearfriendbutdutycalled(isay

blushing)

Nomcebo/queenmother:ooohmysheiseven

blushing(welaugh)

Me:sowhatexactlyisyourrevengeplan?

Nomcebo/Queenmother:Merevenge?,nah,am

toolazyamjustgoingtoletthingsgo(welaugh

whilefinishingupourbottleofwine)

Me:youaresuchabadliar,youareforgettingI



knowyou

Nomcebo/queenmother:Iknowtheyknowby

nowamout,causeslayQueensawmetoday,so

amgoingtotheU.S.withNthandoforacoupleof

weekstothinkthingsthrough(ilookdown)don't

besadwewillbebackbeforeyouknowitandI

promisetobringhimbackinonepiece

Wehaveourwineandsnacks,Idecidetodrive

home,gethomeandjustthrowmyselfonthebed.

Bandile

TodayIwasaccompanyingMirandatoherfirst

scan,Idon'tknowwhatiswrongwithme,for

somereasonIjustcan'tseem toconnectwiththis

babylikewiththetwinsandNomcebo,maywewill

eventuallyconnect,butrightnowWearenot

connecting,maybeitisthefearthatIhave,that

thisbabycouldnotbemine,thedoctorgives

Mirandaacopyofherscan,Ididn'twanttoget

attachedtothebabyuntilamcertainthatitismy



baby,IsendthreethousandintoheraccountandI

tellhertogetwhateversheneedscausesheisn't

working,wegoandhavelunch,Ithengobackto

work,zoeycallsmeandtellsmeshesawmom,i

wonderwhyshehasn'tcontactedusyetbutI

guesswithmomnonewsisgoodnews.

Miranda

Ican'tbelieveBandileistreatingmefine,unlikemy

babydaddy(SIPHO),Ireallywishthiswas

bandile'schildinstead,siphoisjustauslesspiece

oftrash,Ireallyfeltguiltyforwhatamdoingto

Bandile,buthey,wegottheballrollingalready

andthereisnoturningbacknow,Ibuyenough

groceries,Itakeanubertoourapartment,the

bumwasbusywatchingtvwithoutacareinthe

world,Itakeadeepsighandpackeverything

away.,Ithencook,weeatandgotobed.

[09/30,11:10] :Insert66



Zoey

TodaywasFridaywewerefinallygoingcamping,

yeeey,youcouldfeeltheexcitimentinmyvoice,

BandileandIwerepackedandreadytogo,afew

minuteslatersihleandsphamandlacome

knockingonourdoor,theywerefollowedby

Minnieandunathi,Lethaboandsanelecomewith

thetwocaravans,BandileandIwereriddingwith

Sphamandlaandsihle,MinnieandUnathiwere

riddingwithsaneleandLethabo,wePack

everythingupandwewereonourway,afterbeing

stuckforhoursandhoursonendwiththequeenof

mean,whowascomplaingandmoaningevery

secondshegot,thereweresomefewtimeswhereI

feltlikestranglingher,isnotlikeam enjoyingthis

campingstuffeither,butIwasopentotheideaand

didn'tbitchabouteverysinglething,wefinally

arraiveatourdestination,Iwasnowexicited,I

thoughttomyselfnotbad,itwassortofacamping

area,weparkourcaravans,weregisterour

names,theygetsomeonetoshowusourcamping



spot,boywasIinfortheshockofmylife,aswe

beginourhickingtrailallthewaytothemountain

top,theheavybagswewerecarryingwerenot

helpingeither

Sihle:Bandilethenexttimeyouandyourwifehave

sillyideasandtheyinvolveme,IsweartoGodam

goingtokillyoubothandthenhandmyselfoverto

thepolice

Iwantedtotellsihletostopbitchingandmoaning

butheymylegswerekillingmeandfaillingmeat

thesametime,soidecidetokeepmymouthshut.

Bandile:comeonguysit'snotthatbad.

Lethabo:speakforyourself,thenexttimeyougo

campingamout

Wewerestillhikingwhen,Iseemonkeys,Idrop

everythingandjumponBandilescreamingmy

lungsout,sphamandlaandunathiwerelaughing

theirassesoff

Thetourguide:mam relax,theywon'tdoanything

toyou,theyworsttheycouldsiseatyourfoodof

youforgetitoutside



Bandile:babypleasestopoverreacting,Ican't

carryyouandthebagsbabyplease

Me:nowaymr,notwiththosemonkeysoverthere,

youdidn'ttellmetherewouldbemonkeys

Sihle:comeonzoeycanyoupleasestopbeinga

dramaqueenforonce

Bandileplacesmedown,wefinallygettoourspot,

thetourguidetellsustoerrecrourtentsfirst

beforeitgetsdark,westarterractingourtents,

BandileandIwereofcoursestrugglingtoerrectout

tent,sphamandlaerrectshistentalonewithease,

Minnie,Lethabo,unathiandsanelefinallyfigureit

out,mymanandiontheotherhandwasadifferent

story,westruggle,sphamandlawasjustlaughing

atus,hubbyfinallydecidestoeatthehumblepie

Bandile:spha,unathi,sanelealittlehelpplease

Siphamandla:whattookyoudolong?,wasasking

forhelpsohard?

Bandile:noman,canwenowgetonwiththetask

athand



Theyhelphim,theygoandgetsomefirewood,

theyhadbraaistands,soweweregoingtouse

themforcooking ,IwasjustgladLethaboand

Minniewerethere,wefinallymakethefire,

LethaboandMinniedothecooking,itwasnow

reallygettingcold,sothemanstartthefire,wesit

aroundthefire,whilewecatchup,overandabove

all,itwasnotthatbad,weallgetintotoourtents,I

reallyfoundithardtosleep,becauseiwasnot

usedtosuchsmallconfinedspace,thesleeping

mattresseswerereallynotcomftableasmybed

andthesoundsanimalsmade,we'rereallyscaring

me,butIdomanagetosleep.

Thenextday

Wewokeupearly,itwasnoteasysleepingon

thosesleepingmattresses,Ineededtousethe

bathroom,soIaskBandileandunathito

accompanyme,wegetthere,Icouldn'tbelieveit,

wewereusingdirtynastypittoilets



Me:BandileDlamini,thereisnowayamIusing

thosedirtyfilthytoilets,amoutofheream going

home,youwinIgiveup.

Bandilewasreadytothrowabash,youcouldsee

hewasreallyhappy

Unathi:zoey,canItalktoyouforasecond?

Bandilewasreadytokillhim ,Iwasnowreally

intrestedinwhathehastosay

Me:absolutely

UnathiandIwalkstepsawayfromBandilesohe

doesn'thearwhatwearesaying

Unathi:zoepleasedon'tgiveup,youhavenoidea

whatIgaintoloose.

Iwaslost

Me:you?,pleaseexplain,thisshouldbe

interesting,pleasedoexplainquicklycausethis

mosquitosaren'tplaying

Unathi:zoey,Bandile,sphamandlaandIhavea

bet,R2000,00each



Me:youdid,didyou?andwhatwasthebetall

about?.

Unathi:basicallyit'stwoagainstoneBandileand

sphamandlabetyouwouldn'tsurviveaday

Me:theydid,didthey?andibelieveyouareteam

zoey

Unathi:yesofcourse,soareyouwithme?

Me:yougivemehalfofyourwinningsandwehave

adeal

Unathi:howabout25%?

Me:firfty,firftyorthereisnodeal,thatismy

finaloffertakeitorleavesit.

Unathi:fine,wehaveadeal

Me:good,nowlet'sgokicksomeassplusIgetto

goskydivingafterthis

WehighfiveandgobacktoBandile

Me:changeofplanshubby,amnotgoing

anywhere,weareleavingtommorrowlikewehad

planned.



Bandile:nobutyousaidandthenheheard(he

looksatunathi)whatdidyousaytoheryoutraitor

?.

Unathi:ijusthaveheralittlemotivationthatall.

Igetinsidethetoilets,Iscream assoonasisawa

cocroach,butImanagedtoclammyselfdown,

thereistwograndatstakehere.

Wegobacktoourspot,MinnieandLethabowerd

donewithbeakfast,eggs,beansandbread,we

washouthandsandeat,wegototheshowerspot,

Imanagetoshower,wehadforgottenthe

breakfastleftoversoutside,sowefindacouple

ofuninvitedguests,IwasterrifiedbutIdidn't

wanttogivesphaandBandilethesatisfaction,soi

clamdown,iwantedtoshowthemtheymadea

wrongbet,assoonastheyputuninvitedguests

seeustheymakearunforit,itwasactuallykinda

funny

Laterthatnight



Theguysdecidedtheyaregoingtogobackinto

civilization,sotheywentdownthemountain,we

theladiesdecidetohaveapartyofourown,we

sataroundthefirewhilewehavesomebooze,i

decidedtodrinkjustfortoday.

Lethabo:wellladieslet'splayagame,thenameof

thegameis,marry,bangandchoke.

sihle:pleaseexplainthegametous

Lethabo:basicallyyounamethreeguystheone

youwouldmarry,bangorchokethelivingdayout

ofthem ,Minnieyougofirst.

Minnie:wellladies,iwouldmarryVinDiesel,

hellowtheguyishot,bangSkkhosa,theniwould

chokethelivingdaylightsoutofbabaMsholozi

forwhathedidtothiscountry(wealllaugh)

Lethaboyouarenext

Lethabo:wellIwouldbangwillSmith

MeandMinnie:Amentothatgirl,theguyis

flames



Lethabo:youcansaythatagain,MarryBarrack

Obomaandchokethelivingdayliightsout Kenny

kunene,Ijustdontgettheguy,zoeyyouarenext

Me:iwouldbangwillSmithtoogirl(Lethaboandi

highfive)

sihle:birdsofthesameflock.

Me:anyway,Iwouldchokethelivingdaylights

outOscarpretoriousforwhathedidtoReeva,and

thenmarryshonafergusonhellow,queensihleyou

arenext.

Sihle:unlikeyouladiesIdon'thavetimeforsick

fantasies,amveryhappywithmymanthankyou

Me:mxm youhadtospoilthefun,wewereoutof

alcoholso,wealldecidetogointoourtentsand

sleepsinceourmenwedenotbackyet.

#Sorryfornotpostingyesterday,itwasbeyond

mycontrol,sorryguy



Admin

[09/30,11:10] :Insert67

Bandile

Me,sanele,sphamandlaandunathihaddecided

togodownthemountainandhavesomeguytime,

sphmamdlaandhiscrazyassdecidedgoingto

dinnerdownthemountainwasnotenough,no,we

hadtobenaughtyjustforthat,hetakesustothe

neareststripclub,manassoonasisawwherewe

wereIwasshakinginmyboots

Me:sphamandla,doyouwishmedead?,zoey

wouldhavemyassforbreakfast,lunchand

supper,thelastthingIwantistobeinzoe'sbad

books,Ihavebeentherebelieveme

Sphamandla:weareallgoinginthereisnotlike

youaregoingtherealoneandbesideswearegoing

todinnerandtheonlyplacethathappenedtobe



openisastripclub

Weallgoin,sphmandlawaslikeachickmagnet,

theywerealloverhim,thelittlesnitchcalledunathi

senthiswifeaphoto

Westayattheclubuntiloneam,theguidetakesus

backuptothemountainwithhiscar,sinceitwas

late,Igettoourtent,asIwasopening thetent

zoeyscreamsherlungsout

Me:shhhh,zoerelaxitsme

Zoey:mxm ,wherewereyouguys?

Me:babycanwepleasesleepwewilltalkinafew

hoursbabyplease

Zoey:fine,butyouowemeanexplanantion

Fewhourslater

.

Alltheladiesweregatheredoutsidemakingsome

breakfast



Minnie:ladiesIhavesomeseriousteatospill

Zoey:no,youminnihleDlaminiofallpeoplehave

someteatospill?,thisteamustbereallyhotand

burningyourhands

Minnie:noactuallytheteaisburningmytoungue

andmyheartatthesametime,didyouknow,you

manleftyouhereallaloneandwenttoastripclub?

,that'srightladies ourmanwerewiththemhoe's

lastnight.

Sihle:wassphamandlaalsothere?

Minnie:actuallyitwashisbrilliantideatogotothe

stripclub.

Zoey:thismanareallcrazy,wonderwhat

happenedforthemtoendupataclub.

Sihle:that'sallyouaregoingtosay?

Zoey:whatdoyouwantmetosay?,hewaswith

theotherguys,ifhewasalone,thatwouldhave

beenadiffrentstory,Iwouldhavebeensittingon

mourningmatressrightnow



Lethabo:andIwouldhavemadesuresanele,

goessurfingintheoceanandyoudoblackfolks

andwaterdon'tmixright?,thatwaymyhands

wouldhavebeenclean.(zoeyandLethabohigh

five)

Minnie:unathiwouldn'tdaregotoastripclub

alone

Zoey

Afterwefinishmakingbreakfast,theguysfinally

comeandjoinus

Sihlewaspissed,shewaslikeavolcanowaiting

toexplode,theguyssit,sihleandIserveeveryone,

wesitandwestarteatting

Sihle:gentleman,Ibelieveyouhavesomethingto

tellmeandtherestoftheladies

Sphamandla:ooh,shitisabouttohitthefan,my

beautifuldarlingwife,mymissingrib

Sihle:don'tyoudaresweettalkyourselfoutof



trouble,whereintheworld,didyougettheidea

thatyoucangoclubbing?andIwillbefinewith

thatidea.

Sphamandla:youarebeautifulmama,yousee

whathadhappenedwas,afterourlongwalk,a

verylongwalkatthat,downthemountain,we

werestarving

Unathi:yeahreallystarving

Sphamandla:shutupyoulittlesnitch,wearein

thismessbecauseofyouandyourstuipidphoto

(wealllaugh)

Unathi:ialwaystellmywifeeverything,Ican't

helpit,amanhonestman

Minnie:yesyouarebaby(shewinksathim)

Bandile:eew,canyoutwogetaroomalready?.

sihle:enoughchitchatting,amlookingfor

answers

Sphamandla:babyIswear,honestly babywe

werestarving,theonlyplacethatwasopenwasa

stripclub.



Me:Bandileisittrue?(icouldtellBandilewas

sweattingandiwasenjoyingthis)

Bandile:honeybun,sugarmunch,myoneand

only,sugar

Me:ididn'taskforpraises,Iwantanswerslike

sihle

Bandile:baby,sugar,Bandileforcedmetogetin,

Iswearhewaspullingmebymyarms.

Siphamandla:yeah,yeahthismanofyoursneah,

sorrytobreakthistoyousister'sbutyoumarrieda

playboyandwhippedhimintoshape,heisnowa

totalcoward,buthedidgetalapdance.

Me:hedid,didhe?

Bandile:saystheguywhowasachickmagnetall

night

Sihle:hewas,washe?

Sphamandla:babynoneofthosewomencame

closetoyouandkhanyi

Sihle:youweredoingsowelluntilyoubroughtup

missyougoodyshoes



Sphamandla:canwepleasejusteat,thenwecan

gotothetriallater

Weeat,aftereating,wegoandtakeshowers,we

thenstarttakingdownouttentsandwepackup

everything,Ican'tbelieve,Ispentthreedaysinthe

bundusandsurvived

Fewhourslater

Wewerefinallydownthemountainandbackin

civilisation,wegetintoourcaravans,sihleandI

decidetogoandsleep,wedecidedtothehoe's

driveallthewaybackhomewithoutusdisturbing

them ,afteraverylongdrive,wefinallygethome,

saneleandLethabosleepoveratourhouse,I

showthemtheguestbedroom ,thefirstthingIdo

istogoandcheckonmybabies,theywere

sleepingandtheylookedsupercute,Ireallymiss



them,Ican'twaittofinishupthiscookinglessons,

soicanspendmoretimewiththem,Ireallycan't

believeamgoingskydiving.

[09/30,11:11] :Insert68

Miranda

Ihardlysleptthisdays,Ikepthavingnightmares,I

thinkitisbecausetheguiltofwhatamdoingto

Bandile,Iwasstilllostmyownthoughts ,when

siphocomesandshakesme

Sipho:babyareyouokay?,whatisthematter?

Me:babydon'ttakethisthewrongway,butifeel

guiltyforwhatamdoingtoBandileandzoey's

marriage..

Sipho:doyouthinktheyreallycareaboutyouand

thatdamnbaby,look(heshowsmepictureszoey

hadpostedoninstagram andFacebook,itwas

picturesofherandBandilecamping,rockclimbing

andthenthemplayingwiththetwinsatatheme



parkwithacauptionthisiswhathappinessis)

youseetheydon'tfuckingcare.

Me:soyouarenowstalkingthem onsocialmedia

?.

Sipho:wealwayshavetoknowwhatweareup

against,wealwayshavetobeontopofourgame

Me:fine

Ileaveourbedroom andgointothekitchen,Imake

breakfastforthelastwasandmyself

Iwasfummingwithanger,couldwhatsiphohas

saidbetrue?,thatBandileandzoeydon'tcare

aboutthechildamcarrying?,theydidseemreally

happy

SiphoandIhavebreakfastandIdecidetoanddoa

littlebitofgroceryshoppingwithlittlemoneyI

hadonme,Ionlybuywhatweneedandthenigo

backtomyapartment

Thando



Ican'tbelieveNthandoleftwithqueenmother,i

wasstillenjoyingmytimewithhim,butamjust

gladwefacetimetwiceadaysincetheyleft,today

karabowascommingtopickmeupsoicangoand

seethegirls,Ireallymissmybabies,itwasnowup

tometoprovemyselftomomanddad,sothey

canallowmygirlstospendthenightover,afew

minuteslaterkarabocallstosayheisatthegate,

Igotohiscarwefinallygetmyparentshouse,I

playwithmybabiesalldaylong,Iwasstill

watchingandplayingwithmygirls,whenRoselyn

finallycallstotellmeshesoldmyapartmentfor

threepointfivemillion,thisneededsomemajor

celebration,Itellkarabothatwe(me,karaboand

Roselyn)aregoingouttocelebrate,Itellmy

parents,theywerealsohappyforme,Igobackto

myhouse,Idrivemyselftothisnewupmarket

resturant,IwaitupforkaraboandRoselyn,

karaboarraivesfirst,Roselyndoescallkaraboto

saysheisrunninglate,karaboandIwerebusy

goingtothebartogetussomedrinkswhilewewait

foratabletobeavailable,youknowhowthisup

scale,resturantsare,whenwebumpintozoeyand



Bandile

Bandile:hellowThando

Me:hellobabakanomcebo,speakingofwhich,

whenwasthelasttimeyouspentsometimewith

yourdaughter?

Bandile:.....................

Me:exactlywhatIthought,youarebusygoingup

anddownwithzoeyandherkids,yetyoudon'tgive

adamnaboutnomcebo

Zoey:ThandopleasedontyoueverandImeanever

disrespectmyhusbandlikethatagainandremove

mykidsfromyourbattlewithBandile

Mykidsarenotatoolyoucanusetofightyour

battleswithandsecondlythisisnotthetimenor

theplacetobringupsentivematters,ifyouhavea

problemcometotheroyal

palacesowecantalkandgetasolutionlike

maturedadults

Bandile:thankyoubaby

Zoey:igotyourbackbaby



Karaboandifinallyfindatable,roselyncomes

andjoinus,wehavedinner,thenwegopaintthe

townred.

Queenmother/nomcebo

Iwashavingagreattimewithmybrother,Idecide

togetnaughtyandshakenoma'sworld,Iask

Nthandotofindherformeandhedoes,Iaskmy

brothertodropmeoffthere,wegettoheraddress,

Nthandoremainsinthecar,Imustsaymyhusband

didbuyheralovelyhome,Iknockonthedoor,she

shouts"amcomming",whensheopensthedoor,I

swearIwassmilingintheinside,Iwassoclam

Me:yesbitch,itisthereturnofthewickedwitch,

youmightalsowanttopickyourchinonthefloor

Noma:getoutofmyhouse,howthehelldidyou

findme?

Me:ihavemyways,trustme,thelasttime,we

spoke,IbelieveyouandIhavesomeIunfinished



business.

Noma:getoutofmyyardbeforeIcallthepolice

Me:callthedamnpolice,Ijustwantyoutoknow

thebitchisback.

Ileavewithasmileonmyface,nowthatIhave

raffuledherfeathersalittlebit,Itellmybrotherwe

shouldgoandpaintthetownred,Iwasreally

happy,Iwaslovingthetasteoffreedom,Ican't

believeamoutofjail

KingDlamini/mpendulo

Ihadjustfinishedmymeetingwiththeelderswhen

Igetacallfromaveryupsetnomathemba

Me:myqueencalmdownandtellme,whatisthe

matter

Noma:mpendulothatwizzardcauseIdoubtsheis

awitchthatone,sheistoocoldhearted,washere

inmyfuckinghouse



Me:what,sosheisintheUSwhatthehellisshe

doingthere?

Noma:soyouknewshewasoutofprisionandyou

didn'tthinkofwarning

Me:amsorryIneverthoughtshewouldcometo

theU.S.,thiscan'tbegood,Iwillbookthenext

availableflightandgetthereassoonasican

Noma:thankyoumyking(wehangup)

Iwasreallypissed,Ibookmyselfaflightandthen

packmybags.

[09/30,11:11] :Insert69

KingDlamini/mphendulo

AfteracoupleofdaysintheU.S,Ifinallymanaged

totracknomcebo,itturnsoutshewaswithher

brother,Ireallyhatethislittlebastard,Ihavetoget

Nomceboawayfromhim,Ifinallygetthecourage

togoandknockonhisdoor,nomcebowasthe



onewhoopenedthedoorforme,fromthelookon

herfaceIcouldtell,Iwasthelastpersonshewas

expectingtosee

Nomcebo:myking,whatbringsyouthisside?

Me:youofcourseNomcebo,lookcanIcomeinso

wecantalk?

Nomcebo:suietyourself

Shemovedoutofthedoorway,soicangetin,

sheushersmeintothelivingroom

Nomcebo/queenmother:canIgetyousomething

todrink?,water,wine,juice,whiskeyorfizzy

drink?

Me:nothankyou

Shesitsdown,aswewereabouttotalkherbrother

comesdownthestairs

Nthando:Nomcebowhatisthisonedoinghere?

Me:relaxwillyou?,amjustheretotalktomywife

.

Nthando:afterthehumiliationyououtmysister



through,youstillhavethegutstocallheryourwife

?

Nomcebo/queenmother:relaxNthando,Iwill

handlethis.

Nthando:youbetterdo

HeleavesmeandNomcebototalk

Me:Nomcebocanyoupleaseletgoofthisanger

andbitterness.

Nomcebo:ooohrelaxdearhusband,Ilearntmy

lessonwhileinprison,Iwillneverdoanything

illegalagain,hadyoucometovisitmewhileIwas

inprison,youwouldhaveknownthat.

Me:amsorryforturningmybackonyou,butwhat

youdidtoqueenNomathembawaspureeviland

icouldn'tstandthatsideofyou.

Nomcebo/queenmother:andwhatyouand

nomathembadidtomewasnotevil?,right?.

Me:amsorryforeverythingpleaseforgiveme,so

wecangohomeandmoveonplease

Nomcebo/queenmother:iwillthinkaboutit



Me:thankyou

Igetupandleave,Ihadnottotallyforgivenherand

stilldon'ttrustherbutIwanttogetherfaraway

fromnomathembaaspossible.

Fourdayslater

Bandile

Mywife'sbirthdaywascommingupinthreedays

time,Ibebookedusasevendaycruise,ihad

gometothemainhousetoasknompumeleloto

lookafterthetwinsforus,whileweareaway,

mpumiehadsaidyes,Idecidetocallunanthiand

sphamandla,sowecanhangoutassblings,they

arraive.Mpumieorganisesacoupleofsnacks,

whileweplayafifagame,mpumiewasusedtothis

fifagamescauseshehangedaroundusalotwhile

weplay,soitwasmeandunathiagainstmpumie

andsphamandla,mpumieandsphamandlawere



seriouslywhoopingourasses,wewerebusy

laughingandaccusingeachotherofcheating,

whendadwalksin,thatwasfine ,butwewerenot

preparedforwhathappensnext,momwalksin

rightafterdad

mom:closeyourdamnmouths,flieswillgetinand

yesdingdongthewitchisback.

Sphamandla:dadyouseriouslybroughtmomback,

aftereverythingshehasdone?

Mom:thisisalsomyhouseincaseyouForgot,

nowallofyougetthefuckoutofmyhouse.

Wewereallshocked,wehaveneverheardmom

curselikethis,damnprisonhasreallymadeher

extracold.

Mom:andyoubettertellthosethings,youcall

wives,especiallyyouBandile,nottosetafootin

myhouseuntilyouallapologiseproperly,getout,

getout.

Dad:nomceboyouarebeingabithurshonthekids

,pleaseclamdown



Mom:doyouwantmetoleaveandgobacktomy

brother?

Dad:noofcoursenot.

Mom:thenletmedealwiththisthingsIcallmy

children.

Mpumie,sphamandla,unathiandileave,we

wereallpisseddadhadbroughtmomhome,

mpumiegoestoTrina'sapartment,therestofus

eachgoestoourhouses,thisiscrazy.

Miranda

TodayIwashavingadoctor'sapppointment,I

decidednottotellBandile,Iwantedsiphotocome

withme,maybehewillstopbeingalazybum and

growupandtaketheresponsibilityoftakingcare

ofmeandourunbornchild

Wegettomydoctor'soffice,Iwasreallyexicited

causetodayamgoingtolearnthegenderofour

unbornchild,wegetin



Thedoctordoesascan,thelazyasscouldn'teven

bebothered,especiallywhenthedoctormentions

wearehavingagirl,Iwasreallyhappy,buthe

didn'tevenshowanyemotions,goodthingIhad

toldthedoctorhewasmybrother,Ididn'twantto

tellhimthetruth,causeifidoBandilewill

definatelyfindoutthetruth,aftermyappointment,

wegoandhavelunch,heallhewasinterestedin

waseatting,hewasnotevenintrestedin

discussingbabynames,lookslikeBandileisthe

onlyonewho

whocancounton,IreallyfeltguiltybutIreally

needthesupport,maybesomedayIwillfindthe

couragetotellBandilethetruthandleavethe

countrywithmybaby.

Thando

KaraboandRoselynwereofficiallyacouple,

Nthandoandiwerealsoheadingthatway,hewas

backinSouthAfrica,weweregoingonadouble



datetonight,Igetreadyformydate,Imadesure

Iwasflamminghot,evenslayqueendidn'thave

anythingonmetoday,IcallNthando,sowecango

grabsomethingtoeat,beforewegoclubbing,i

alsocallKaraboandRoselyn,Nthandocomesand

pickmeup,wemeetupwiththecutecoupleatthe

restaurant,wehavesomethingtoeatandwegoto

Bandile'sformerclub,itwasnotpackedasI

usuallyknowitbuttherewerepeople,wegeta

table,Iwasgoingtogetusdrinks(Nthandoandi)

whenIbumpintothispregnantchick,hernameis

Miranda ,shewaslookingformybabydaddyat

theclub ,Iwasreallyinterestedinherstory,she

wasapparentlyalsopregnantforbabydaddy,I

giveherqueenmother'snumberandtellhertocall

her,thenigoonmindingmybusinesswithmy

man.

[09/30,11:11] :Insert70

Zoey



Itwasthedaybeforemy21stbirthday,Iwas

reallyexicited,notevenqueenmother'sreturnto

theroyalpalacewouldruinmyday,sinceshewas

onawarpath,wealljustsortofignoredherand

wentonaboutwithourlives,Ihadjustgottenup

andsittingonthebed,whenmyhusband,wallsin

withbreakfastonatray

Me:breakfastinbed?,howromantic.

Bandile:anythingforyoumylove

Hehandsmethetray,kissesmeoncheek,the

breakfastwaspancakes,fruitsalad,plainyoghurt

andanorangejuice

Me:babyyoumadethisallbyyourself?

Bandile:yesmylove,nowjustletmegoandtake

ashower,Ihaveasurpriseforyoulater.

Me:really?,whatisit?,pleasetellalready.

Bandile:mylipsaresealed,justknowyouwilllove

thesurprise

Hegoestothebathroom,Ieatmybreakfast

wonderwhatthesurpriseis,ihopewearenot



goingcampingagain,Imadetwogrand,butit's

toomuch,aftereattingmybreakfast,Idecideto

gocheckonmybabies,theywerewithAuntyBella

sotheywerefine,Idecidetotakemydishestothe

kitchen,Bandilewasgettingdressed,Igettothe

kitchen,Iscreammylungsout,myhusband

comesthestairsrushing

Bandile:babydidyougethurt?,babyareyoufine?

Me:BandileDlamini,whydoesmykitchenlooklike

ithasbeenhitbyaTsunami?

Bandile:baby,sugarbunch,honeybunch

Me:mxm ,somuchforbreakfastinbed

Bandile:pleaseforgivemebaby,Iforgottowarn

you.

Me:forgotorintentionallydidn'ttellme?

Bandile:wellIsortofleftoutthepartintentionally,

butenoughaboutmymess,rememberIsaidihad

asurpriseforyou?

Me:didyoubuymediamond's?,Iknowweare

goingoncruisetommorrowthencomebackanddo



skydiving,sowhatothersurprisedoyouhavefor

me?

Bandile:wellyousaidyoudidn'twanttobeoneof

thisboringcouples,wellmebeingthegood

husbandthatIam ,Ilistened,wearegoingmotor

racingbaby

Me:noway

Bandile:yes,waybaby.

Ijumponhim,wekisseachandthenheputsme

down

Me:nowletmequicklycleanyourmessup,Ican't

wait.

Iwashthedirtydishes,cleanmykitchen,aunty

Bellahaddecidedtotakethetwinsforawalk,Itell

hernottogoanywherenearthemainhousewith

mybabies,Iwasreallyexicited,Igoandgetready

,Bandilecalls,NompumeleloandTrina,Minnie

andUnathiSphamandlaandsihleweregoingto

CapeTown,withqueenmotherandtheKing,so

theycouldn'tjoinus,Iwasjustgladweweren'tthe

onesgoing.Iwasfinallydoneandwewereonour



way

Bandile

Itwasme,mywife,mytwosiblingsandtheir

partner's,sinceB

Unathiandiwereoutnumbered,wedicidetolet

theladiesdrive,theyweretrainedforabouttwo

hours.

Thenweweretoldtochoosecarswewouldliketo

use,zoeyandigoforpoloRx,UnathiandMinnie

gofortheVento,whilempumieandTrinagofor

Ameo

Itwasourfirsttimeinaracecarandourfirsttime

riddingaroundacircuit,afterseeingmotorracing,

Iwasn'tafraid,butIwasdefinatelynervous

especiallywithzoeybehindthewheel,coupledwith

thefactthatIhadneversatinacartravellingwith

highspeed,soididn'tknowwhattoexpect,Ihope

wesurvive.



Asweclimbedintothecar,Ifeltchillsdownmy

body,wehadclimbedthecarsinthepitlane,and

wecruisedatpitlanespeeduntilwegottothe

whitelane,butassoonaswegotintothetrack,

zoeypunchedthegasandthecarshotlikea

bullet,Iwassurprisedbyhowfastitgotinamatter

ofseconds,andoverjustafewmeters,Iwas

pulledbackintomyseatevenwhenshe

acceleratedconers,meandmycrazyideas,Iwas

obviouslyspendingtoomuchtimewithzoey.

Zoeyistrullyadaredevil,whenweapproacheda

turn,Iwouldstarttoanticipatethecarwouldslow

down(asyoudointheroads)butherezoey

wouldleaveittillthelastfewmeterstodropthe

speedfrom140kilometreperhour(kmph)to20

kmph,Ikeptthinkingthat.Wewouldhitthewall,

butthankfullyitneverhappened

Ifeltreallynauseatedjustfromsittinginthe

passengerseat,itwasapparentlynormalforfirst

timers,thespeediswithnodoubtthemost

noticeable.

Trinaandmpumiefinishedfirst,withTrinabehind



thewheeliwasntsurprised,zoeyandicame

second,Ireallydidn'tcareIwasjustgladtobe

alive,withMinnieandnathicamethirdwithjusta

fewsecondsbehindus.

Weleavetheracetrackandwegoandhavelunch,

unathicallssphamandlaandplacedhimonspeaker

Unathi:bro,it'sbad,it'sreallybad.

Spha:whatdidyouandBandiledothistime?Me:

wegotoutasswhoopedbyTrinaataracetrack

Spha:what?,Yalljustabunchgirls,iwillteach

youhowtobemenwhenIcomeback(wealllaugh)

Unathi:welltechnicallyTrinawhoopedzoeyand

minnie'sassescausetheyweretheonesbehindthe

wheel

Sphamandla:howdareyouletTrinacompetewith

princessandslayqueen?,nooffencebutTrinais

basicallyadude.

Trina:treadcarefullyspha ,imightjustwaitfor

youtocomebackandwhoopthatass



Spha:wellyouaregoingtoneedalotofpractice

towhoopthisass,startwiththosesissy'sIcall

brothers,thenyoucancomewhoopthemaster

Unathi:mxmwhatever.

Sipha:wellgentlemanandladiesIhavetogotime

togetallseriousnowandgetbacktobusiness

Us:byespha

Wefinishuplunchandwegohome,zoeyandi

startpackingforourcruise

Zoey:Ireallyhadagreattimethankyoumylove

Me:yourwelcome,Iknowamnotperfect,butIam

tryingtobethebesthusbandhusbandicanbe.

Zoey:Iknowbabyandlloveyouforthat

Me:iloveyoutoobaby.

[09/30,11:11] :Insert71

Zoey



Todaywasmybirthday,Ifinallyturned21yeey,I

getoutofbed,welljumpedoutofbed,that'sme

whenamexcited,Icouldn'twaitforhubbyandito

goonoursevendaycruise,wewereleaving

tonight,soiwasthrilled,Igodownstairs,I

wantedtomakehubbybreakfastjustsoicould

thankhimforyesterday,Imakesomewaffles,

strawberrieswithcreamandorangejuice,Igoto

ourbedroom,wakehubbyupandhandhimthe

breakfast,weendupsharing,wegoandtakea

notsoinnocentshower,welotionandgetdressed,

wewereinourwaydownstairs,Iwantedtospend

sometimewiththetwins,whenLethabocalls

Lethabo:heeymama

Me:yesmogurl

Lethabo:mxm ,sincewhenamInolongerbestie?.

Me:sinceyoudidn'twishmeahappybirthday.

Lethabo:youdidlookatthetimeright?

Me:yesofcourseitiseightam.

Lethabo:soit'sstillearly,anywaysthereasonwhy



icalledistoinviteyouforagettogether,girlslunch

,itwilljustbeme,youandLaurencelebratingyour

21st,wehavetohavealittlecelebrationbefore

youleave

Me:wow,thankyoubutIwantedtocelebratemy

daywithkhweziandlwazi

Bandile:it'sokayyoucango,amsureitwillbejust

anhourortwo,meandthetwinswillsurvive

Me:youknowIswearyouwanttogetridofme.

Bandile:whome?never

Me:BandileDlamini,whatareyouupto?

Bandile:amuptonothingIswear.

Me:fineLethaboIwillcomeforlunch

Lethabo:bytheway,wehaven'tbeentotheclubin

alongtime,sowewillbeatthebluehills

Me:pleasedon'tremindme,amnowkinda

missingmyclubbingdays(wehangup)

IgoandwashthedishesandhangoutwithBandile

andthetwins.



Ilookatthetimeanditwasnowninethirty,

Bandilesaysheisgoingtotheshopstoquicklyget

somethings

Me:youbetterbuymemybirthdaycake,since

youforgottobuymeone

Bandile:noway,Ididn'tforget,ampayingfora

sevendaycruisebaby

Me:mxmandihadtomarryacheapass(welaugh

)

igetready,IwearaJeanandtshirt,madesure

thatmymakeupandnailswereonfleek,Iwearmy

weaveandiwasoutthedoor,Igetintobandile's

AudiA6 andidrivetobluehills,Iwasreallyupset,

Anthony,dadandmomdidn'tevencalltowishme

ahappy21stbirthday,icallandnoneofthem

answers,atleastmyfriendsandmyhusband

remembered,iwilljusthavetousethefactthat

theydidn'tremembermy21stbirthdaytoblackmail

themintodoingwhatIwant

IwasabouttogetintotheclubwhenLethaboand

Laurenstopandimustsaytheyseemedalittleover



dressed

Lethabo:mama,youarenotgoingintheredressed

likethatareyou?

Me:haaiboandsincewhenareyoufashionpolice?

Lethabo:youwillunderstandgirl

Shehandsmeastunningdress

Me:thisiswaytoomuch

Lauren:youarethebirthdaygirlremember?

Ididn'tunderstandbutIchangedintothedress

anyway,wethenmakeourwayintotheclub,there

werenotthatmanypeople,understandablyso,

causeitwasstill10:39am,Iwasabouttogoand

sitdown,whenLaurencomestome

Lauren:partyisattheVIPsectionmama

Me:what?

Lethabo:youonlyturn21onceright?

Me:yes,thankyoumama's

WegototheVIPsection,Iwasshockedcauseit



wasdark,Ilookaroundandmybabyphotosstart

showing,Iwasliterallyintears,assoonasthe

music(Anthonyhemilton,passmeover)andmy

photosstop,thelightsgoonandihearsurprise,

surprise

Ilookandmyparents,AnthonyandBritney,unathi

andMinnie,khanyi(shewasreallyhuge,Iswear

sheiscarryingtwins),NompumeleloandTrina,

sanelewereallthere,IwasshockedthatBandile

wasnotthereIwantedtobiteeveryone'sheadoff

butmaybehewasrunninglate,asIwasaboutto

pullmomtotheside,Bandileentersholdingatwo

tiercakewithmypicture,singinghappybirthday

(bythewayhubbyandiarebothterriblesingers)

Bandile:happybirthdaybaby,yousaidyou

wantedabirthdaycake,yourwishismy

commandsoherewego.

Me:thankyoubaby(ikisshim)

Nowthathubbywashere,wegotonwiththe

celebration,aswewerestillcelebrating,sphaand

theKingcalltosayhappybirthday.



Wegoonandcelebrate,by15:00Bandilecalls

everyoneoutside,Iwonderwhatisgoingon?,I

wasn'texpectingwhatwasoutsidewhenhefinally

removedtheblindfold,Iwasreallyintears,my

husbandhadjustboughtmeanAudiQ7

Bandile:happybirthdaybaby

Me:babyisthisreallymycar?

Bandile:yesbaby,maybenowmyA6canrest.(i

playfullyhithimonthechest)

Me:thankyou.

Miranda

Iwasatthebluehillsclub,Iwantedtogotothethe

VIPsection,whenthebouncerstoppedmeandtold

me,averyimportantrichclienthadbookedthe

entireVIPsectionforhiswife'sbirthday,Ireally

wantedtomeetthisclient,whoknowshemight

wantasecondwife,everyonewasrushingoutside

themanhasBoughthiswifeadamncar,Ireally



havetoseethis,Ialsorushoutsidedamnhehad

boughtheranAudiQ7

Ipushmywaythroughthelargecrowed,Ireally

mustseethiscouple,asiapproach,Iwasreally

shocked,itwasBandileandhisplasticdoll,I

carefullysneakout,Ididn'twantthemtoseeme,

damnImustgetBandile,Itakemyphoneanddial

hismom'sphone

Me:hello,mayipleasespeaktoMrsDlamini.

Nomcebo/queenmother:thisissheandwhoare

you?

Me:mynameisMirandaAbrahamsandam

pregnantforyourson.

Nomcebo:wellIhavethreesons,sotakeyourpick.

Me:itisBandilema.

Queenmother/nomcebo:howinteresting,am

afraidBandileandiaren'tongoodtermssoican't

helpyou

Me:(Icry)pleasema.

Nomcebo/queenmother:okayIwillseewhatI



candoassoonasicomebackfromCapeTown

andBandilecomesbackfromhissevendaycruise

withhiswife.

Me:thankyouma(wehangup)

Lifeisnotfair,imetBandile beforezoey,hewas

stilldatingThandobutIdidn'tcare,becausehe

didn'thaveanyintentionsofgettingmarried,I

shouldhavebeentheonemarriedtohim,Ishould

betheonelivingthislargelife,butthisbitchhad

toscrewthingsup,Iwasreallypissed,noitwasn't

enoughthathethrewapartyforherandbought

heracar,nohehadtotakeheronadamncruise.

Thethoughtofmegoingbacktomylazybumreally

mademesick,amnolongerhappywithourlife,I

wantmore,Igohomeandfindthelazyassplaying

fifagames,Idon'tevenbother,Ijustgotomybed

andsleep.

Bandile



Aftermycarsurprisefriendsandfamily

congratulatezoey,wedecidetoleavetheparty

early,mywifewastrulyhappy,wegethomeget

outbagsdownstairs,spendanhourwiththewith

thetwins,wethenrequestforanuber,theuber

finallyarraives,wegettothehabour,wegeton

board,wegotoourcabin,Itellmywifetoget

dressed,ihadqueitaromanticevenningplanned

forus,wegozoeywasnotexpectinganyofthisso

shewasshockedwhenwegettoourromantic

dinnerfortwo,withvionlinbeingplayedforher.

Zoey;babythisistoomuch.(shewascrying)

Me:babynothingistoomuchforyou,after

everythingyouhavebeenthrough,youdeserve

thisandmore

zoey:thankyoubaby,Iloveyoubaby

Me:iloveyoutoomaDlamini

Afterdinnerwegotoourcabin,wewerebothtired

itwasalongdaysowebothsleepassoonasour

headshitthepillow.

[09/30,11:12] :Insert72



Nomcebo

Myhusband,Bandile,sihleandihadjusthome,it

wasreallyawierdtrip,withmeandSphamandla

notgettingalong,myson reallyhatedguts,Iget

insidemyhouse,gostraighttomyroomtakea

longhotshower,Ireallyneededone,sphamandla

andmyhusbandwerestillbriefingtheelderson

howthetripwent,Iwasreallybored,Idecideto

callThando

Thando:myqueen

Me:yesbabyorshouldIsaysisterinlaw?

Thando:bothsuitmefine

Me:okayfine,anywayIdecidedtohostaMini

braai,sowecanmeetthisMirandachickandfind

outwhatexactlyherstoryis.

,socallyourmanandbringoverafewbottlesof

yourexpensivechampopoandwine

Thando:nowyouaretalking,thisismykindaof



gel

Me:guessIwillalsoinvitesihleandMinnie,

Ietmegoandbuysomemeat

Thando:okaycool.

ItextMinnieandsihleinvitingthemoverforabraai,

Minniesayssheandunathihavebeeninvitedtoa

gettogetherandtheyhadconfirmedtheywere

commingalready,sihlesaysshewillcome,as

soonIcomebackfromtheshops.

Soitwasgoingtome,sihle,Thando,Nthandoand

thisMirandachick.

Igetintomycarandidrivetothebutchery,Icall

theMirandachick

Miranda:MrsDlamini

Me:thatisqueenmothertoyou

Miranda:amsorryqueenmother

Me:relaxamjustpullingyourleg,anywayIwant

toinviteyouforabraaithisafternoonattheroyal

palace



Miranda:thankIwillbehonouredtocomeandjoin

you

Me:guessIwillseeyousoon.

Miranda:yesmam (wehangup)

Idrivebacktoourhouse,ItaketheMeatand

marinatetheMeat,Igoandchangeintosomething

comftable,sihlearraiveswithabottleofwine,I

placethewineinthechampagnebucket,wegoand

sitoutside,NthandoandThandoarraive,Imust

saytheyreallylookedcutewithmatchingoutfits

Me:ifitisn'tthecoupleoftheyear(welaugh)

Nthando:pleasedon'tmindhermylove

Thando:babeletthemhavetheirfun,Idon'tmind

Thandogoesandgetthreebottlesofvery

expensivewineandfourbottlesofchampagne,

sheplacesthem inthechampagnebucket,

Nthandogoesandgetstartedwiththebraai,

Thandoandsihlegoandmakesomesalads

Miranda



Queenmotherhadinvitedmetotheroyalhouse,I

wasreallyexcited,siphowasjustbeinghisusual

lazyself,imustsayIreallylookcuteforsomeone

whowasfivemonthspregnant,Igotothe

livingrooom

Sipho:babewhereareyougoing?

Me:queenmotherhasinvitedyourstrulytothe

royalpalaceforabraai

Sipho:ok,pleasebringmesomemeat.

Me:babeIcan'tdothat,Ihavetolookclassy

Sipho:fine,justbuymeatakeawayonyourway

backplease

Me:fine(ikisshimonthecheek)amout

Irequestforanuber,theuberarraivesandimake

mywaytotheroyalhouse,Igetthere,theguards

notifyQueenmotherthatamatthegate,shetells

themtobringmetothemainhouseasshecallsit,

theguardstakemetothemainhouse,Ifindher

sittingoutsidewiththeladythatgavemeher



numberandthisotherladythatidon'tknow

Queenmother/Nomcebo:oohyoumustbe

Miranda

Me:yesmam(thisladysuredoesknowhowto

intimidatepeoplejustbylookingatthem ,without

sayingaword)

Queenmother/Nomcebo:wellthisismy

daughterinlaw(pointingattheladyIdon'tknow)

siphosihleandyouhavemetThandoalreadyand

thatguyoverthereismybrotherNthando andas

youknowamqueenmotherakaNomceboDlamini

Me:itisreallynicetomeetofallyou.

Sihle:andwhoisshe?

Me:wellthisisthemotherofBandile'sunborn

child,MirandaAbbrahms.

Sihle:doesmadamslayqueenknowaboutyou?

Me:yes,plasticdollknowsaboutmeandmy

unbornchild.

Sihle:oohnoyoudidn't,Ilikeyoualready.



Thando:shemusthavecausedascene,thatone

canbesuchadramaqueen.(sihlehandsme:

actuallyshewasquietcalm,sheevenleftmeand

Bandiletotalkthingsout

Sihle:thatdoesn'tsoundlikethedramaqueenwe

justlovetohate.

Nthandobringssomemeatforus,hedishesupfor

himselfandhegoesinthelivingroom

Wewerebusydrinkingandeatting,Imustsay

theirfoodwasquietdelicious

Wehangoutfortheentireday,therewasstill

plentyoffoodleft,soqueenmotherdishesupfor

herhusbandandsayweallcantaketakeaways,

whatareliefcauseIdon'thavetoaskthandoto

stopsoicanbytakeaways,sincesheofferedmea

lift,wealldishupandplacethefoodintakeaways

,sihlesays,shehastogobeforeherhusband

comesbacksincesheleftherkidswiththeNanny

Queenmother:babygirlwhatdoyouhavetooffer,

youseeThandoherecisCEO,shehasahouse

worthmillions,sheevengavemysonabeautiful



babygirlandshestillcouldn'tgetmyson,butit's

okaycausesheisnowhappyandmovingforward

Thando:yesmamNthandoisaman,arealman.

Me:wellIdon'thavemuch,butalliaskisthatyou

givemeachancetoprovemyself.

Queenmother:iwillgiveyouthebenefitofdoubt,

Thandohasprovedherloyaltytomeoverandover

againthat'swhyIloveher.

Me:thankyouma

Nthandocomesoutsideandhesaysheisreadyto

go,wesayourgoodbyesandwegetintoNthando's

car,hedropsmeoffatourcomplex,Igotomy

apartment,Igivesiphothefood,Ijustgotomy

roomandgetinmybed,Ihavetoprovemyloyalty

toqueenmother,ijusthaveto.

Zoey

Bandileandiwerereallyhavingagreattime,it

reallyfeltlikewewereinourownworld,itwas



reallygreattojustgetawayfrom everyoneand

everything,wewouldjustcallmpumieandcheck

onkhwezi,lwaziandthenNomceboalthough

BandilewastheonetalkingtoThando'sparents,

tonighttherewere.performancesbyAmandablack

,vusiNova,Djzintleamongstothers,Ionlygot

thosefewcausetheyaremyfavourite,Icouldn't

waitfortonight,Bandileandispenttheentireday

onthedeck,Ididmanagetosneakinalittlebitof

shopping,withhubby'sblackcardofcourse,the

nightarraivesandtheArtistsdon'tdissapoint,it

wasreallyanepicshow,Bandileandievenforgot

webothhavetwoleftfeet,nowthatoutcruiseis

comingintoandandsoon,Iwasreallylooking

fowardtoskydiving,Ican'twait,thatisgoingtobe

purefun,likethewayamenjoyingmymarriagethis

days,Bandilewasreallytryinghisbesttobethe

bestfatherandhusbandhecouldbeandam

seriouslygivinghimanAfortheeffort,Iwasa

happywomaninlovethisdays.

[09/30,11:12] :Insert73



Bandile

Todaywassunday,aftersevendaysintheocean,

itwasarelaxingcoupleofdays,butzoeyandi

werereadytogobacktoournormallives,Ialso

missmykids,Icallunathitocomeandpickus

up ,unathicomesandpicksusup

Unathi:youowemebrotherman

Me:forwhat?

Unathi:didyoulookatthetime?

Me:yesnathiit'sfiveam

Unathi:bingo,whowakesupbeforesevenam

dude?.

Me:youobviously,duuh!.

Wegethome,unathigoestohishouse,zoeyand

igotoourhouse,itwasnowsixam,zoeyandi

decidetosleepbecausewewerereallytired.

Twohourslater



Amwokenupthesoundofarunnningshower,i

knewwifeywasawake,Igoandjoinherinthe

shower,wehaveourmorningglory,wethengo

andgetdressed,wifeygoesdownstairstomake

breakfastforusdownstairs,whileIcheckonmy

emails,toseeifthereisanythingthatneededmy

urgentattention,therewasnothingimportant,I

replytoafewemails,thenIputmylaptopaway,i

gotothekitchen,zoeyservesmebreakfast

Me:sobabydoyouhaveanyplansfortheday?

Zoey:igobacktoschooltommorrowsoiwas

hopingwespendsometimewiththekids and

alsotakemyotherbabyforaspin,soIwas

thinking wegostrawberrypickingatthe

strawberryfarmandyoucancallThando'smom

andfindoutifNomcebocanjoinus.

Me:Iwillcallandfindout,thankyoubaby.



IcallThando'sparentstofindoutofJaylarcanjoin

us,theysayIcancomeandpickherup,Icall

mpumietobringthetwins,shedoesandsheand

Trinaleave,wePackthetwinsbag,wetaketheir

doublestrawlerintozoey'scarandweleave,we

gotoThando'sparentshouse,wegetthereand

takeNomceboandwemakeourwaytothe

strawberryfarm.

Zoey

Iwasreallyscaredforthefirsttimeinmylife,Iwas

trulyandgenuinelyhappy,whichmakesMefeel

likethisistogoodtobetrue,Ikeptwondering

whenorhow Bandileandiwillscrewup,buti

managedtosupressmyfeelingsandconcetrateon

thehereandnow,Bandilepushesthetwinswith

theirstrawler,whileIpushnomcebo,wegopicka

couplesomestrwabberies,itwasreallyaniceway

tospendtimewithmyminifamily,afterBandile

andidecidewehavehadenoughofpickingup



strawberries,wegoandsitattheirresturantand

havelunch,werelaxforabitwhileweplaywiththe

kids

WewerebusystillrelaxingwhenThandodecides

tocall,Bandileplacesheronspeaker

Thando:heeywenaBandileDlaminiwhosaidyou

andyourplasticdollcantakemychild?

Me:youaregoingoutofyourlanebabymama,

stayinyourlaneanddon'tdisrespectuslikethat

.(Thandohangsup)

TherewasnowayIwasgoingtoletherdisrespect

meandmyhusbandlikethat.

Wedecidetoleaveandgotogamingworld,welet

thekidsrideonasmanyridesaswecan,itwas

nowgettinglate,itwassixpm ,wedecidetogo

home,wedropnomceboathergrandparents

house.Wegohome,mypoorbabieswerereally

tired,evencryingdivawasnotcomplaining,we

takethemtotheirroom andtuckthemin,Idecide

topostacoupleofcutepictureswetooktodayon

instagram.



Thando

Ihadjustfinishedtakingashower,whenMiranda

calls,sheinvitestocomeandjoinherattheclub,

Igetdressed,IcallRoselyntocomeandjoinus,

sincethisMirandagirlwon'tbedrinking,Iwasstill

talkingtoRoselyn,whenIhearthephoneIusefor

whatsappbeep

Ilookatthemessage,shesayslookatherplay

happyfamilieswithyourbaby,Iwasreallypissed,

howdareBandilelet'shernearmybaby,Igetmy

bagandiwasoutthedoor,Igettotheclub,

Roselynsaysshewilljoinusalittlelater

Miranda:ihatethatplasticdolljustasmuchas

youdo,that'sonethingwehaveincommon,how

aboutwejoinforcesandgetridofthelittlebitch

andiwilloweyouafavour

Me:iwillhelpyounotbecauseIwantBandileback

,hisd*ckgameisgoodbutIfoundanevenbetter

d*ckandnoyoucan'thavemymanandbecauseI



hatethatdamnbitch.

Miranda:iwon'tofyouhelpmegetmine,sowhat

doyouhaveinmind?

Me:amthinkingdrugBandileandmakesurezoey

findsyoutwogettingiton.

Miranda:youareevilandiloveit,plasticdoll

wontseeuscomming.

Me:iwilldrinktothat,sinceyoucan't

Roselyncomesandjoinsusamgladweweredone

withourplan,causeshewastoomuchofagoodie

twoshoesandwouldhavestoppedus,wehave

thetimeofourlives,wemusthavegonehomeby

oneam,iwasreallytiredwhenIgothome.

[09/30,11:12] :Insert74

Thando

AftermycrazynightwithMirandaandRoselyn,I

wasshockedwhenIwakeupwithNthandonext



me,Ihadabangingheadache,Nthandosaysheis

goingtothekitchentomakemebreakfast,Isleep

again,afewminuteslater,Nthandowalksinwith

atray,withfruitsalad,Pancakes,syrupand

Yoghut,IwasacceptingthetraywhenInoticea

shinnyobjectonmyfingers,ohmyGoditwas

diamondring,18carrent,Iimmediatelycry

Me:babyisthiswhatIthinkitis?,pleasewake

meupifamdreaming,butthenagainpleasedon't

wakemeupcauseIdon'teverwanttowakeup

fromthisbeautifuldream.

Nthando:babyyouarenotdreaming,Iwanttowife

yougirl.

IrememberIcan'tgivehim kids,iwas

immediatelysad,IthinkNthandonoticed

Nthando:babywhatiswrong?,youshouldbethe

happiestwomanonearthrightnow,unlessyou

don'twanttomarryme.

Me:nobaby,Ido,Ireallydowanttomarryyou

baby,butthereisjustoneproblem

Nthando:babywhatisit?



Me:ican'tgiveyoukidsNthando,Idon'thavea

womb(iburstintotears,Nthandohuggsme)am

sorrybutican'tmarryyou.

Nthando:Ihavekidsbaby,aboy12yearswandile

andamyprincesssisphosethu6years,soam

sortedthankyou.

Me:really?,youarefinewithmenotgivingyou

kids?

Nthando:idon'twanttomarryyoubecauseIwant

kidsbutbecauseIloveyousthandwaSami

hesayssthandwasamiwithafunnyAmerican

accent,Ifindmyselflaughing

Me:Oohno,Ihavetosharethisbignewswithmy

parents,queenmother,RoselynandKaraboandI

thinkmomwillnowletyoumeetmygirlssincewe

aregettingmarried,wehavetosetadate,Ihave

tofindtheperfectweddingplanner,Ihavetofind

theperfectvenue,Ihavetofindtheperfectdress,

amgoingtoMilanformyperfectdress,wehaveto

talkbudget,butthenagainagirlcanonlyget

marriedoncesoamthinkingnobudget(iwas



talkingsofast)

Nthando:wooohtakeiteasybridezila,breath,

relaxandtakethiswonderfulmomentallin,then

youcandowhatyouwanttodolater.

Me:youarerightIjustgotsoexcited,Ithoughtof

everythingallatonce.

Nthando:let'shavebreakfast(hefeedsmethe

fruitsalad)thenwegotakeashower

Me:okaybaby

Wehaveourbreakfast,wegetoutofbed,Imake

thebed,wegoandtakeanotsoinnocentshower,

welotionandgetdressed,Nthandosaysheis

goingtohisapartmenttogetdressedforwork,he

kissesmeandheleaves,Idecidetowatchtvand

takeallofthisin,Iwasfinallygettingmarried,I

wasreallyhappy.

Hazel

MynameisHazelBrown(ineverchangedmy



surnamewhenNthandoandigotmarried)

originallyfromCapeTown,ammarriedtoNthondo

,wehavetwobeautifulkids,wandile12years,

thisoneisliterallymyheartbeat,Iwoulddiea

thousandtimesifanythinghappenstohim and

thenthereistheAppleofmyeye,myoneand

onlyadorablelittleprincesssiphosethu,am

Nthandobestkeptsecrect,hehadnotevenonce

introducedmetoanymemberofhisfamily,

everytimeiaskhimtotakemebackwithhimto

SouthAfrica,soicanmeethisfamily,hecomes

upwithoneexcuseoranother,Iwasreallygetting

tiredofthis,Iwasstilllostinmythoughts ,when

siphosethucomesandshakesme

Siphosethu:mommyareyoufine?,don'tbesadI

missdaddytoo.

Me:iknowsweetheart,tellyouwhat,sinceit's

almostschoolholidaysanyway,whydon'twe

surprisedaddyinSouthAfrica

Sisphosethu:yeey,wearegoingtoseedaddy,we

goingtoseedaddy....(theexcitementinhervoice)



Iwasreadytogotokwazulu-Natalifmyhusband

wontintroducemetohisfamily,idefinatelywill

introducemyself,amtiredofhisdamnexcuses,I

gotowandile'sroom

Me:wandilegetreadyandpackyourbags,weare

goingtoSouthAfricatosurprisedad.

Wandile:momareyouserious?,wearefinally

goingtoSouthAfrica?.

Me:yesbaby,Iwillbookusaflight,goodthing

ourpassportsandvisa'sareready

Wandile:ican'twaittoseedadandSouthAfrica,

thisissocoolmom,Ican'twaittotellmyfriends.

Sisphosethu:metoo,myfriendsaresogoingtobe

jelous(wandileandilaugh,siphosethucanbe

suchadramaqueensometimes)

Me:good,nowgobacktodoingyourhomework

SiphosethuandIleavehisroom,Igoonlineand

bookmyselfandthekidstickets,Iwilltell

Nthandowhenamatkingshakainternational

airportthatwayitwillbetoolate,hewillbepissed



butIreallydon'tcare,Ihavetofindoutwhatheis

hidding.

Zoey

Iwokeupearly,Iwasreallyexcited,Iwas

countingthedaysuntilwegoskydiving,fourdays

left,hubbyontheotherhanditwasadiffentstory,

heeventriedtosweettalkmeintotakingabribehe

wantedtopay(givethousandrands)butIwas

reallynothavingnoneofthat,thiswastheone

thingIwasreallylookingfowardto,Igetup,

hubbywasstillsnorring,Idecidetowakehimup

Me:baby,Sugarhoneybunch.

Bandile:whatisitmylove?

Me:youknowIhavebeenthinking

Bandile:youdon'twanttodoskydivinganymore,

thatisgreatnewsbaby

Me:nicetry,butyouarenotgettingoutofthisone

.



Bandile:iwillnotincludeyouinmywill,thatway

ifidie,youarebroke,sothinktwiceaboutthis

skydivingthing,Iseeyouwantagetrichquick

scheme(welaugh)

Me:ifIwantedyoudead,Lethaborecommends

surfing,youknowblackfolksandwaterdon'tmix.

Bandile:yougirlsaresodamnevil,Yallaregoing

torotinhell(welaugh)

Me:anywaybacktowhatIwasthinking,am

thinkingofthrowingKhanyiasurprisebaby

shower,shereallyhelpedmeoutwhenIneeded

help.

Bandile:thatisgoodofyou,IguessIhavetofoot

thebill,howmuchdoyouneed?

Me:twozerobaby,twozero.

Bandile:twothousandisnotthatbad.....

Me:oohdearhusband,youstillhavealottolearn,

whothrowsababyshowerfortwothousand?,I

meantwentythousand(isaycoughingoutthe

amount)



Bandile:amsorrytwentywhat?

Me:twentythousand,pleasesugarbun(isay

flirtingwithhimusingmyeyes)

Bandile:don'tyougivemethosepuppyeyes,you

knowIcan'tsaynotothoseeyes

Me:prettyplease(isayblinkingmyeyes)

Bandile:fine butonlybecauseitissweetKhanyi,i

wishitwassihlewhowaspregnant,thatwaymy

answerwouldhavebeenhelltotheno

Me:likeIwouldthrowsihleababyshower

Hehandsmehisblackcard

Me:thankyousugar

Bandile:babytwentythousandandnothingmore

Me:yesbaby,twentythousandIpromise.

Bandile:imeanit

Me:(withahugesmile)thankbaby

Wegoandtakeashower,welotiongetdressed,I

makethebed,Bandileandigodownstairs,I



makesandwichesandorangejuiceforus,weeat

andweleave,BandilegoestoworkwhileIgotomy

cookingclasses.

[09/30,11:12] :Insert75

Zoey

Itwasexactlytwodaysbeforeourskydiving

appoint,Iwaskeepingmyselfbusywiththebaby

showerplanning,MinnieandIwereplanninga

motherofallbabyshowers,khanyireallydeserves

this,IwasstilsleepingcauseIsleptlate,telling

thebabyshowerplannerexactlywhatMinnieandI

wanted,whenbandilewakesmeup

Bandile :babygetup.

Me:fivemoreminutesplease

Bandile:babyyouaregonnabelateforyour

classes

Me:whattimeisit?



Bandile:itissevenam

Me:what?,myclassisateight

Iquicklyjumpoutofbedandruntothebathroom,

bandilecomesandjoinme,wehaveaninnocent,

welotionandgetdressed

Idon'tevenlookatthetime,causeitwillonlymake

memorenervous,Imakethebedonrecordsetting

time,youshouldhaveseenmeinaction(please

don'tlaugh),Iwasabouttorundownstairs,

whenbandilegrabsmyarm

Me:babythereisnotimeforhankypanky,am

goingtobelate

Bandile:relaxitisonlynowonlysixthirtyam

Me:(clearlypissed)what?,youaresuchjerk.

Bandile:babyamsorrybutyoudidn'twanttowake

upandIsortofdidn'twanttotakeashoweralone

Me:whateveryoubigjerk,amgoingtomake

myselfasoomthie,youaregoingtohavetosort

yourselfout,youseeIcanbeajerktoo.

Igodownstairs,bandilewasbusyfollowingme



Bandile:babyamsorry,sugarbun,honeybunch,

pleaseforgiveme,amsorry.

AuntyBella:forgivehimalreadywillyou?

Me:notnowhehastosweatalittle

Imakemyselfasoomthie,Ikissmybabies

goodbyeandIwasoutthedoor

Iwasbusycookinginclass,todaywewerecooking

dumplingswithbeefstew,whenadeliveryman

comesandaskforme,Igoandattendhim,turns

outhubbyhadsentmeredroses,Isignforthem

Afewminuteslater,myphonerings,itwashubby

Bandile:am Iforgiven.

Me:yesandamcookingdumplingsandneedbeef

stewtoproveit

Bandile:thankyoubabyamsureittastesdelicious

Me:yourwelcome

Bandile:Iloveyoubaby

Me:loveyoutoomylove(wehangup)



IaskforavasetoplacemyflowersIfeltpretty

specialormaybeIwasjustcrazyinlovewiththe

personthatboughtthem.

Nthando

IwantThandotobemysecondwifebeforeshe

findsoutaboutmyfirstwifeHazelandIwant

HazeltofindoutaboutThandoafterourmarriage,

thatwaythedamagewouldhavebeendoneaready,

fallinginlovewithThandowasnotpartoftheplan,

itjusthappened,TodayIwasgoingtospendmy

daywithThando,herparentsandhertwin

daughters,Iwasreallylookingforwardtothat,

aftermakingsureIlookpresentable,Imakemy

waytoThando'shouse,Iwasreallyhappyshewas

trustingmeenoughtoletmebearoundherkids

andparents,Igetthere,Thandoopensthegatefor

me,shereallyhasabeautifulhouse,she

introducesmetoherparents,wesit,whiletheyask

endlessquestions,Thandodistractsthembybeing



thenowawaketwins,theywerereallycute,wesit

andhavelunch,wewereabouttobefinewith

lunch,whenmyphonerings,itwasmywife

Me:Thando,canIpleasegoandanswerthiscallit

isreallyimportantandurgent

Thando:ofcourseyoucan.

Me:thankyou

Igooutsideandanswermyphone

Me:baby,howareyou?,Imissyouandthekids.

Hazel:wellyouwon'thavetomissusformuch

longer

Me:whatareyoutalkingabouthazel?

Hazel:wellthekidsandIdecidedtosurpriseyou..

...

Me:youarenotcommingtosouthAfricaareyou?

Hazel:aminsouthAfricaalreadyboo,please

comeandpickmeandthekidsup(Iwasbeyond

pissed,Ihaveneverbeensopissed)

Me:youshouldhavetoldmefirstbeforeuprooting



mykidsandbringingthemthisside.

Hazel:Iknowyouwouldn'tletmecome,please

comepickmeandthekidsup,amnowscared,am

inanunfamiliarsurroundingwithourkidsplease

Me:fine,givemeahhourorso.

Hazel:thankyoubaby,IknewIcouldcountonyou

Me:Ibet(Ihangup)

Igobackinsidethehouse

Me:Thando,amsorrybutsomethingurgentcame

up,Iwillcallyoulater,amtrulysorry

Thando:it'sfinebaby,justgoandsaybyetomy

parents

IgoandrespectfullysaymygoodbyestoThando

'sparents,Thandowalksmetomycar,Ikissher

goodbye,Igetintomycarand

Idrivelikeamanic,Iwasfuriousplusiasthinking

aboutmyfamiliessafety.

Hazel



Afterseveralandseveralofhoursinaplane,my

kidsandIfinallylandedinSouthAfrica,iwasat

kingshakainternationalairport,Icallmyhusband

tocomepickusup,Iwasinaunfamiliarplace,

onlyifiwasinCapeTown,Iwouldhavefeltsafe,

afterwhatseemedlikeforever,myhusbandfinally

comestopickusup,hewashappytoseehiskids,

hiskidswerealsohappytoseehim,hedidn'tseem

thathappytoseeme,infacthewaspissed

Nthando:howcouldyouputmykidslivesindanger

likethis,whatittodayIhadflownbacktotheU.S?

Me:amsorryhoney,Ididn'tthinkthingsthrough

Wegoandgetintohiscar,wedrivetohis

apartment,wegetinheshowsmeourroom,he

showsthekidstheirroom,thekidsweretiredso

theygotobedearly,myhusbandwaswatchingtv,

Igositbesideshim

Me:sowhenarethekidsandIgoingtomeetyour

family?

Thando:youwillmeetthemsoon,justgiveme



time.

Me:haven'tIgivenyouenoughtime?

,Thandoareyouashamedofmeandourkids?

Nthando:ofcoursenot,howcouldyoueventhink

that?

Me:whatamIsupposedtothinkwhenyouwon't

introducemeorthekidstoyourfamily

Nthando:Ipromiseyouandthekidswillmeetmy

familysoon

Hegivesmeahugg,Ican'tshakethefeelingthat

thereissomethingheisnottellingme,whatare

youhiddingfrommeNthando?.

[09/30,11:13] :Insert76

Thando

Itwasabeautifulbrandnewdayastheysaythe

sunwasshiningbright,thelovelymelodyofthe

birdssingingwasignorable,Iwasonehappyone



woman,momanddadevenletthetwinssleepover

sinceIlearnedmylesson,Nandiphawasstillthe

onehelpingmomanddadtakecareofmygirls,I

getoutofbed,makemybed,gotakeashower,

lotionandgetdressed,Iwasinagreatmood,I

makebreakfastforNandiphaandI,whileIsing

cheerfulhappysongs,IplaceNadipha'sfoodin

themicrowave,IgoandcheckonNandiphaand

thekids,itwasabitofaroughnightforthemsince

theywerenotusedtomyhousebutImanaged

Me:morningNandipha,howareyou?

Nandipha:amfine,thankyouforaskingmadam

andhowareyoumadam?

Me:it'sabeautifuldayisn'tit?(Isaywithasmile

onmyface)nothingcouldpossiblygowrong

Nandipha:amgladyoufinemadam

Me:pleasegettheLilyreadyherfatheris

commingtopickherupsoon,Iwilldriveyouand

Nomcebotomomanddad'shouse

Nandipha:finemadam,thekidswillbeready

soon



Ipackabagforsma,Igomakebottlesofmilkand

softporriageformykids,afteraboutthirtyfive

minutesNandiphacomestothekitchen,Iserve

herbreakfast,Ifeedsma,justasIwasdone

feeding,sanelecallsmetosayheisatthegate,I

openthegateforhim,Igoandmeethimoutside,

whileholdingsmaandherbag.

Me:morningsanele,howareyou?

Sanele:amfineandyoumakaLilly?

Me:amfantastic(Isayflasingmyringbeforehim)

Sanele:iguesscongratulationsareinorder,whois

theluckyguyorinyourcasetheunluckyguy.

Me:amengagedtobemarriedtoNthandoandhe

isaluckyforyourinfo

Sanele:Iguessso

Ihandsmatobe,hestrapsherintohercarseat,I

can'tbelievemomanddadapprovedthis,iopen

thegateforhimandheleaves

Aftercebowasfed,Idrivetomomanddad's

house,Iwasbusywithmom inthekitchen,who



keptaskingmequestionsaboutNthando,speaking

ofwhichIhavenotheardfromhimsincethe

emergencyhehadyesterday,Iexcusemyselfand

igotomakeacall,Nthando'sphonetakesme

straightvoicemail,Ileaveamessage

"baby,amworriedaboutyou,hopeyouarefine

sinceIhavenotheardawordfromyou,sincethe

emergencyyouhadtosortout,loveI"

Icouldn'tshakeoffthefeelingthatsomethingis

wrongsomewhere,theNthandoIknowwouldhave

calledmealready,butthenmaybram justover

thinkingthingsandheisbusy.

Hazel

KZNisabeautifulplacetobeshame,Ihadnoidea

,IhadmissedSouthAfricathismuch,Iwakeup,

myhusbandwasstillsleeping,Igoandtakea

shower,afewminutesafterthatIwasreadyto



facetheday,Igotothekitchen,tocouldtellonlya

manlivedinthishouse,therewasnogroceries,I

cleanupthekitchen,Igoandwakemyhusband

andthekids,theygetready,wegotoanearby

mall,thefirstthingmykidsdoisdemandfor

breakfast,ItakethemtoWimpy,wehavebreakfast

,itwasreallynicehavingbreakfastasafamily

Me:babywhenwasthelasttimewedidthis?

Nthando:Ican'tremembermylove,amsorryfor

neglectingyouandthekids

Me:itsokay,Iknowhowhardyouworkforme

andthekids.

Nthando:butthatisnoexcuseforneglectingyou

andthekids,IpromiseIwillmakeituptoyou

Me:thankyoumylove

Afterwehaveourbreakfast,weproceedtopickn

pay,weshopforgroceriesandwegohome,I

packeverythingaway,Istartcookingforlunchand

supper,Nthandosayshehasanurgentmeetingto

goandhewillbebackintimefor,hekissesmeon

thecheekandhewasout.



IwanttotrustmyhusbandIreallydo,butmygut

tellsmemyhusbandishiddingsomethingfrom

me,somethingbigandmygutfeelisneverever

wrong,IrememberafriendofminewhoIwentto

schoolwith,whosaidhewasnowaP.IwhenIwas

talkingtohimonFacebook,Isearchforhisnumber

andieventuallyfindit

Me:helloamItalkingtoqabanga?

Simphiwe:theoneandonly,bestP.I.inthe

countryifnotinthewholeworld.(ilaugh)

Me:something'sneverchange,youarestillthe

samesoomthtalkeryouwereinhighschool

Qabanga:andwhoamItalkingtoifImayask,

causeyouhaveanAmericanascent.

Me:itismeHazelBrown

Qabanga:thattall,thinbeauty?

Me:theoneandonly

Qabanga:thoughtyourelocatedtotheU.S

Me:yes,Ionlycamebackforacoupleofdays,am

inKZN.



Qabanga:whatthehellareyoudoinginKZN?

Me:myhusband'ssideofthefamilyishere,soI

cametomeetthem

Qabanga:soIfyouareinKZNIguessthisisnota

socialcall

Me:amafraidnot,sinceyouareinCapeTown

andineedsomeonefollowed,isthereanyoneyou

canrecommendformethisside?.

Qabanga:yesgoformymanfezilekhumaloyou

cannevergowrongwithhim,Iwilltextyouhis

number

Me:thankyou,itwasnicehearingyourvoiceafter

suchalongtime

Qabanga:likewise

Me:thankyouagain,IpromisethedayIcome

visitCapeTownyouwillbeoneofthefewpeoplei

Inviteourforcoffee.

Qabanga:IwouldlovethatHazel

Ihangup,Iguessfezileitis.



Nthando

Afterleavingmyapartment,Igotomycar,I

switchonmyotherphonemywifeknowsnothing

about,IfindavoicemailfromThando,shit,I

didn'tevengetachancetotalktoher,Icallher,

shetellsmesheisatherparentshouse,Itellherto

meetmeforcoffeeatMuggandBean,after

waitingforherforaboutanhour,shefinally

arravies

Thando:babyamsorrytohavekeptyouwaiting,i

hadtofinishoffhelpingmomwiththecooking.

Me:it'sokaybaby,Ijustwantedseeyou,Imiss

youmylove.

Thando:sodoI(welaugh)onewouldswearwe

lastsaweachothermonthsago,butwejustsaw

eachotheryesterday.

Me:Iguesswearebothwhipped,loveisintheair.

Thando:Icansmellthattoo



Wehaveourcoffeewithalargemaffin,wethen

huggandkiss,wegooutseparateways

Idrivestraighttomyapartment,Ifindmywife

watchingtv,Isitbesidesher

Hazel:sobabe,whenaregoingbacktotheU.S?

Me:butyoujustgothere,Ithoughtyouwantedto

meetmyfamily?

Hazel:butitseemsasthoughitwon'thappen

Me:babypleasehavepatienceplease,Ijusthave

oneortwothingstosortoutandthenyoucanmeet

myfamily

Hazel:really?

Me:yesbabyyouandthekidswillgettomeetmy

family.

Hazel:thankyoubaby.

Me:don'tworry,wewillwillbacktothestate'sas

soonasandonethisside

MywifeandIdecidetowatchamovie,Ifallasleep

beforeevenwatchinghalfofthemovie,chick



fleeksarenotmything,Iwasjustdoingittoplease

mywife.

Miranda

Mynightmareswerenotgoingaway,Iguessmay

beitisjustmyguiltyconscience,Ihopesipho

knowswhatheisdoingandwewon'tgetcaught,

todayIwashavingadoctor'sappointment,thelazy

asswon'tevenaccompanymetothedoctors

appointment,maybeitwasagoodthingcause

bandilewascommingwithmetoday,iwasnow

almostsixmonthspregnant,igetupandgetready

fortheday,ileaveformyappointment,Ifind

bandilewaitingforme

Bandile:heey,howareyoudoing?.

Me:amgood,Ijustwanttogivebirthalready

Bandile:havepatientience,everythingwillwork

out.

Me:Iknow.



Wegetin,wedoascan,Ilearnamhavingaboy,I

wasreallythrilledaboutthat,bandiledecidestogo

backtowork,IbuyapizzaandtakeawayssinceI

waslazytocook,Igettomyapartmentandserve

thelazyass,IwassotiredIdecidetotakean

afternoonnap.

[09/30,11:13] :Insert77

Zoey

FinallyDdaycame,Iwasbeyondthrilled,wegetto

theTandem(skydivingplace)aroundeightthirty,

itwasme,Bandile,spamandlaandUnathi,check

inatthereception,

Bandile:sphamandla,youandUnathiaregoingto

bejoiningusright?

Sphamandla:noway,amtooyoungandtoo

handsometodie.

Bandile:Iforgothowmuchofachickenyouare.



Spamandla:forgetit,reversepsychologywon't

workonmebro,amtoosmartandwaytooclever

forthat,youwanttodie,doitaloneman.

Unathi:yeahanddon'tyouthinkofaskingmeto

joininthefun,amjustgoingtobestandingby

takingpicturesincaseyoufallflatonyourface(we

alllaugh)

Bandile:Ihaveneverseentwochickenslikeyou

two,clearlyamtheonlyonewhoisn'tchicken.

Unathi:andwearetheonlytwowithbrains.

Bandile:whataboutMpumie?

Sphamandla:herbrainishungupsomewherein

thelovecloudthatone.

Aswehadalreadycompletedthemultiplepaper

workonline,whereyoubasicallysignyourlife

awayandwaivetheTandemofanyliabilityincase

ofanymishaps(injuryordeath),wejusthadto

signthewaiverthatwehadalreadyreadallthe

safetyrule,watchedtheirvideoandwewere

responsibleforourlives.



Ithoughtthatwasthehardestpartasbothmy

husbandandIweregamblingourlivesawaybutin

reality,Ididn'twanttohomewithoutskydiving

Aswecameoutofthereception,Ilookupandit

wasaperfectdayforskydiving,ithankGodfor

suchaperfectdayandiaskthebigmanupstairs

thattheweatherstaysthesameanddoesn'train

beforeourskydivingexperience.

Beforeourturncametojump,Ihadallthetimein

theworldtothinkaboutanythingandeverything,

bandileandidivertedourmindsbyhavingspha

andunathitakeendlesspictures,picturesclicked

asifitwasourlastdayonearth,wekeptlaugh

andgoofingaround,whilewethoughtofwhatwe

wantedtodonext.

Weweretoldthatwehavetowaitforatleast3to4

hoursminimumaftermyTandemslotdueto

miscellaneousreasonsandhealsotellsmethati

willseeanumberofpeopleclimbingtheplaneand

landing,videographersandphotographerswould

betakingendlesspictures.



Isoonihearanannouncementofourgroup,we

waitforourinstructor,whocomesandintroduced

himself,hegaveusjumpsuitstowearoverour

clothes,Bandile'sjumpsuitwasperfect,minewas

alittlebitloose,myinstructorfixestheharness,I

wasnowlookingstunning,amzoeyDlamini,Ican

makeatrashbaglookstunning,healsofixedmy

googlesonthesideofmyarmsandhetellsme

thathewillgivethemtomeonceweareinsidethe

plane,Iwasn'tthatnervous,Ireallywasexcited,I

waslikeasolider,goingonawarfronttosavemy

country,thefeelingwassuperb,hubbyintheother

handwasatotaldiffrentstory,helooksatthe

instructor

Bandile:man,whatarethechancesofmedying?,

Ihavethreekidsman,threekids.

Ourinstructor:oohthechancesareveryhigh,my

wifejustleftme.

Bandile:forgetit,amnotskydiving

Me:babyrelaxheisjustpullingyourleg,wearein

safehands.



Bandile:ifidie,IwillmakesureIcomebackas

ghostandmakeyourlifemisrable.(welaughat

him)

Ourinstructorthengivesusaskydivinglesson,

crossarms,headback,kneesbent,jumponetap

ontheshouldertoopenyourarms,secondtobring

armstochestastheparachuteopenskneesbent

forlanding.

withinafewminutes,theinstructortookustothe

planeboardingarea,itwasduringthattimehubby

andiknewtherewasnoturningbackitwasnowor

never

IwasreallyexicitedBandileandilookateachother

Me:arewecrazyorwhattodothisthing?

Bandile:amdefinatelygoingwithcrazy.

Thefirstfewsecondsseemedprettymuchnormal

becauseofsensoryoverloadbutoncetheterminal

velocityisachived,thdexperiencefeltincredable,

itwasasifwewerefloatingonacushionofair,

Paul(outinstructor)hangsinthedoorwaylikean

animatedspiderman,andiknewthatthisisthe



momentwehadbeenwaitingfor-thesixtysecond

freefall-withinafewsecondofourleap,Bandile

andontherinstructorjump,IgettoholdBandile's

handbuttheairwasverypowerfulandiwasn't

abletoholdhishand.

60secondslater,myinstructorlaunchesthe

parachuteandifoundmyselffloating,peacefullyif

Imightadd,towardsthedropzone,Ihearmy

instructorinearasheloosensmygoogles,

unfastentheharnensandasksifamokay

Myinstructor,asksifIwantedsomespinsonthe

parachute,Isay"hellyeah!",hethenspinsthe

parachuteThree-fourtimestowardsleftandright,

itwasfunashell

Theparachuteridedowntookaboutsixtoseven

minutes,thelandingwasincredible,itwasso

soomth,almosttooperfect

Afewminuteslater,wehadjoinedunathiand

Sphamandla,surprisingly,bothBandileandi

agreedthatthiswastheemostexhilarating



exprience

Bandile:woowtheexperiencewasnothinglikei

hadimagined

Me:Iknowright,wordscan'tevendiscribethe

exprience

Sphamandla:yeah,yeahweknow,itwas

increadiable

Bandileandilaugh

Me:babywhat'sthatsmell?,isitjelousyam

smelling?

Bandile:sureis.

Spha:okayfineyougotme,amalittlejealous,I

wishIcoulddothiscrazyshityoujustdid,butI

havetwowives,threekidsandanotherchildonthe

waytothinkaboutandsihlewoulddefinatelyskin

mealive.

Bandile:yesshedefinatelywould,couldn'tyoujust

havemarriedkhanyionly.

Sphamandla:amamanwhohaswaytoomuch

lovetogive,soitwouldhavebeenselfishformeto



marrykhanyialone

Me:thenIguessamluckytohaveaselfish

husband,causethereisnowayIwouldletBandile

marryanotherwifeandhewon'trightbaby?

Bandile:ofcoursebaby,iwouldn'tdreamofit

Unathi:youtwoaredefinatelytheemostcrazy

coupleourfamilyhas,it'slikeyouevenforgetyou

havekids,amcrazybutdefinatelynotthiscrazy

Wehavelunch,whiletheykeeponshowingusour

numerouspictures,someofthepictureswere

crazy,whilesomewerebeautiful,sphasendsMe

andBandileourpictures,wefinishupourlunch,

wedrivehome,theridewithsphawassomething

elseIwasinstitchesthewholetime.

Hazel

TodayIwasmeetingupwithfezile,wewere

meetingupinaresturantoutsideoftown,Igetto

therestaurantfifteenminutesearly,Iodersome



coffeeanddrinkwhileIsurfthroughthenetwith

myiPad,hefinallyarraives,hewasfiveminutes

late,hesitsdown,weorderbreakfast,heformally

introducedhimselfandidolikewise

Me:afriendofmineQabangarecommendedyou,

soyoumustbegood.

Fezile:trustme,amoneofthebestintheindustry

,sowhatcanIdoforyoumam?

Me:Iwantyoutofollowmyhusbandanddosome

digging,Ihaveafeelingheishiddingsomething

fromme.

Fezile:areyousureaboutthis?,oncewegetthe

ballrollingtheisnogoingbackandyoumightfind

somethingsthatarebetterifyoudon'tknow.

Me:yesampositive,sothisforme,Iwillgiveyou

R250000upfrontandR250000thousandoncethe

jobisdone.

Fezile:ifyouaresure

Me:fezilelikeIsaidamsure,infactam210

percentsurepositive.



fezile:okay,writedownhisfullnamesforme,your

address,hisworkadress,Iwilllookintoit,butdo

meafavour,infacttwofavours.

Me:shoot,Iwilldoanything.

Fezile:onepleasebediscreetaboutthis,two

pleasetryandstudyyourhusband'sroutineand

seeifthereisnooddbehaviour.

Me:Isurewillthankyou.

Fezile:justgivemeacoupleofdays,amsureiwill

havstheinformationyouneed.

Me:pleasedoanddon'tyoudaredissapointme.

Fezile:ipromise,iwontdissapointyou,justdo

yourbitandiwilldomybit.

Me:thankyou.

Itransfermoneyintohisaccountwethenfinish

upourbreakfast,Igetintomycaranddriveback

totheappartmentwewereusing

,thedrivebackhomewasonehourthirtyminutes.

IfindNthandohomeplayingwithourkids



Me:woowyouhomeearly,whatapleasant

surprise.

Nthando:Iknow,Ihadameetingwhichended

earlysoidrivebackhometospendtimewithyou

andthekids

Me:thatisreallythoughtfulofyou

Istartcookingdinner,whileheplayswiththekids.

Thando

DadcallsandtellsmethatNthando'sfamilyhas

finallysenttheletter,Iwasreallyhappy,mylobola

negotiationsweregoingtobeheldnextweek,I

wasmovingbackhometonight,Iwasreallylooking

forwardtothis,mymanwassosweet,hehad

spentalmosttheentiredaywithme,amonelucky

woman,Ipackupalltheclothesineed,Icall

Roselyn,sowehangout,shedoes,sheand

karoboweregettingprettymuchserious,wehang

outtillit'ssixpm ,wegetintoourcars,Idriveto



myparentshouse,theguardsletmein,Igetbags

andgetinsidethehousemomwasreallyhappyto

seemeshame,wespendmostofourtime

catchingup,Iwasreallyhappy,amgoingtobe

someone'swife,Ican'twait.

[09/30,11:13] :Insert78

Thando

Todaywasthreedaysbeforemylobola

negotiations,youshouldhaveseenhowproudmy

parentswere,theironeandonlydaughterwas

gettingmarried,momanddadsaytheyareproud

ofhowfarIhavecomeandtheysayIcangoback

torunningthecompany,myhomewasbuzzing

withactivities,Iwasn'tallowedtogoanywhere,I

hadtobeindoorsallthetime,NthandoandI

communicatedthroughourphone's,dadwasreally

makingabigdealoutofthis,relativesfromnear

andfarwerestartingtoarrive,theywerewomen

brewingUmqomboti(Africanbeer),momhad



evenhiredaneventplanner,sowecanhavealittle

celebration,butbythelooksofthingsthiswas

goingtobeanythingbutasmallceremony,things

justkeptonescalating,Iwasbusy,withthe

plannerwhenIgetacallfromqueenmotherherself

Me:queenmother,woowwhatapleasantsurprise

.

Queenmother/nomcebo:hellodear,Ijustwanted

tomakesureyouarefineandifthereanything

youneedmyhelpwith?

Me:thatisverythoughtfulofyouqueenmother

butmomhaseverythingundercontrol.

Queenmother,amtrulyhappyforyou,Ican't

believeyouaremarryingmybrother,Ialways

thoughtyouwouldendupwithBandile,amalittle

adisappointedbutamhappyyouarestillmarrying

withinmyfamily.

Me:yesIam,amgoingtobeMrsNthandoNkosi,

OohGodImustsayIreallylovethesoundofthat.

Queenmother:amjustglad,youfinallyfound

happiness



Me:soamI,queenmother,andhowiseverything

goingyourside?.

Queenmother:myson'sstillhateme,soIkeepmy

distancefromthem.

Me:youshouldinvitethenforlunchafterandcall

atruce,Iknowyoucanbethebiggerperson.

Queenmother:fine,butyouhavetobethere.

Me:Naah,Iwillbetoobusyplayingwithmyman.

(igiggle)

Queenmother:mypoorsensetiveears,anyway

weshouldhavelunchsoon,amgoingtokill

Nthandocauseheiskeepingyouawayfromme

thisdays.

Me:whenagirlisinlovewhatisshetodo?

Queenmother:Imissyou,youshouldcometothe

royalhousesoon,apparentlyslayqueencancook

thisdays

Me:thereyouhaveit,lethercookthelunch(mom

callsoutmyname)Ihavetogo.(wehangup)

Igotothelivingroomwheremomwas,shewas



justintroducingmetomyrelatives,someofthemI

didn'tknowandreallydidn'tcaretoknow(Ijust

fakedsmiledtheentiretime),butmombeing

proudofherdaughtergettingmarried,shejustkept

showingmeoff.

Thefestivitiesathomewerereallytoomuchbutfun

.

Hazel

Iwasreallygettingimpatientandreallyfrustrated,

whenFezilefinallycallsandsayshehasgotsome

newsfor,ItellhimIwillmeethiminanhourstime,

Ihadtomakesuremykidswillhavesomeoneto

lookafterthem ,Iaskaroundforarealiablebaby

sitter,Igetreadyformymeetingwithfezile,the

babysitterfinallyarraives,thistimewewere

meetingatarestaurantnearby,Iwasreally

anxiousandneverous,Igettotheresturant,Ifind

fezilewaitingforme,whiledrinkingcoffee,Igreet

him withahugg,isitandordersomecoffee



Me:sowhatnewsdoyouhaveformefezile?

Fezile:youknowit'snottoolateyoucanstillwalk

awayandIcandestroywhateverinformationI

haveonyourhusband.

Me:isitthatbad?

Fezile:well.......(Istophim)

Me:stopbeatingaroundthebushandtellme,

whatisgoingon?

Fezile:thereisnoeasywaytosaythisandiknow

youaregoingtokillhim.

Me:andwhywould,Iwanttokillmyhusband?,i

lovehim .

Fezile:(heshowsmeapictureofthischeesegirl/

slayqueentype)soyouknowher?

Me:ofcoursenot,whattheFhasshehasgotto

dowithNthando?,no,nodon'ttellmehisis

cheatingonme?(tearswerenowthreateningmy

eyes)

fezile:amafraidheisdoingfarmuchworse.



Me:whatcouldbefarworsethanhimcheatingon

mewithher?,don'ttellmesheispregnant

fezile:actuallyno,shecan'thaveanymorekids,

shehasherwombremovedafteranincidentshe

had.

Me:thankGod

Fezile:welldon'tthankGodyetcauseheis

marryingherbehindyourback.

Me:whattheF?,okaay,nowIwanttokillthe

bastard,sowhenishemarryingher?

Fezile:dayaftertommorrow

Me:sowhoisthisbitch?

Fezile:hernameisThando,parentsareloaded,

shewasdatingyourhusband'snephew,shehasa

daughterwithyourhusband'snephewBandile

Dlamini,shealsohasanotherdaughterwithhis

friendsanele,herdaughter'saretwinsbornbythe

way

Me:isitpossiblefortwinstohavediffrentfather's?

Fezile:apparentlyitis,yourhusbandisintoalotof



shaddydealingsaswell,themanisdangerous

Me:leavemyhusbandtome,Iwilldealwithhim,

nowifyouwillexcuseme,Ihavealawyerto

contact,howcouldthisbastarddothistome?,

afterseventeenbloodyyears,seventeenfucking

years.

IpaytheremaingbalanceofwhatIowedhim

Me:thankyou,nowIhavetogooutallourwith

gunsblazing,Icallmylawyertostartmesome

divorcepapersandgetmeanurgentinterdictto

stopwhateverthispeoplethinktheyaredoing ,I

drivebackhome,gotohismancave,sitonhis

favouritechair,takeaglassandpouroneofhis

expensivewhiskies,tocalm downandtostop

myselffromkillinghimwhenhegetsbackhome,

hewantstoplaygames,fine,Iguesstwocanplay

thatgame.

Igoandcheckonmykids,theywerefine,Iget

startedonsupper,mybelovedhusbandfinally

comesin,hewasbusyplayingfatheroftheyear,

thebastardwascontinuingasifhewasdoing



nothingwrong,Iwastemptedtostabhimwitha

kniefandwatchhim dieaslowpainfuldeath,butI

remindmyselfrevengeisbestservedcold ,hisday

isdefinatelycoming.

Zoey

Iwasreallyhappywithhubby,todayitwillbea

yearandsixmonthssincewelostourfirstchild,

wedecidedtofindthisperfectspotintheDlamini

gurdern,itwasgoingtome,Bandile,khweziand

lwazi,thetwinswillbeturningayearinthenext

twomonths,Igototheshopsandbuy100ballons,

fourChineselantens,Icommunicatewiththe

decorandcateringladyandMinniejusttomake

surewewerestillontrackforKhanyi'sbaby's

shower,whichisfourdaysfromnow,thisis

becauseweallhavetogotoThando'sweddingday

aftertommorow ,yesweallhavetogosince

NthandoisBandile'sUncle,amsonotlooking

that.



IgoandhavetheballonsthatIboughtfilledwith

heliumgas,soyoucanimaginethechaos,butI

managetodrivehome,IhadaskedBandileto

writeacoupleofmessageforthebabywelost

decidednamethechildwelostAngel,Ihadalso

writteneverthingiwantedtosay,Iwritemessages

asthoughtheyarefromlwaziandkhwezi,Icook

somefingerfoodsformeandBandile,itwas

stickywings,rolls,samosa's,sausagerolls,

strawberries,grapes,bottleofwine,cheeseand

cream,Igoandwesetup,theballonsweretoo

much,butthenagainnothingistoomuchformy

baby,Bandilecomesandjoinmeandthetwins,

weeatwhilewelaugh,cryandexpressour

feelingsforeachother,wereleaseourmessages

andballoonstothesky,itwasreallysuchanice

viewwatching,wefinallylightuptheChinese

latensandreleasethemtothesky,itwas

amazing,Iwasliterallyintears,wesitdown,we

werestillplayingwiththetwins,whenbandile

getsacallthatMirandaisinLabour,myheartwas

torntoshreds,whytodayofalldays?,heasksme

ifamfine,Ijustnodandhesaidifhecango,Isay



yesandaskhimtotakethetwinsinsidewhileI

packup,whytodaythatineedmyhusbandto

emotionallyandphysicallypresentforme.Ipack

upandgotoourhouse,Bandileleaves,Ijust

watchthetwinsastheydotheirthing,itwasn't

longbeforecryingdivastarts,Ifeedherandshe

sleeps,IplaywithmyangelLwazibeforehefalls

alseepinmyarms,Idecidetoshareabedwith

him ,Ieventuallyfallasleep.

[09/30,11:14] :Insert79

Bandile

assoonasmywifegavemethegoaheadtogo,I

left,Ifelthorribleforleavingherwhileonsucha

specialoccasion,butMiranda'schildcouldbe

mine,iasksaneletotellhisfriendthatdidtheDNA

onThando'stwinstomeetmeatthehospital

urgently,Iwon'tgiveMirandatimeassoonasthe

littleoneisbornwearegettingherDNA,Igettothe

hospital,shewaswiththisguywhointroduced



himselfasherbrotherapparentlyhisnameis

siphoandsanele'sfriend,Ishakehishand,we

wait

Andwaitthedoctoecomesandtelluswecan

comeandseethebaby,wegoin,thefirstthingI

do,istogoandhavealookatthebaby,helooked

nothinglikeme,helookedmorelikeMirandaand

herbrother

Me:Miranda,thisguycametodotheDNAtest,

mywifedidtellyou,shewillwantaDNAtest

Miranda:doyouhavetodoeverythingthatplastic

dollofyourssays?,Imeanreally?

Me:pleasedon'tyoueverandImeanever

disrespectmywife,thatiswhereIdrawtheline.

(shecouldtellIwasangry)

Miranda:didyoudoDNAtestonherdamnkids?

Me:whyisitlikeyoudon'twanttohavetheDNA

testdone?,isthereanythingyouaretryingtohide?

Sipho:MirandaletthemdothedamnDNAtest,

youhavenothingtohidebabysis.



Sanele'sfriendtakesDNAsamplefromMiranda's

childandheleaves,hetellsmetheresultswillbe

readyintwoweekstime.

Me:haveyouthoughtofanameyet?

Ididn'twanttonamehimorgetattachedtohimin

casehewasn'tmine.

Miranda:noIwillthinkofaname,bytommorrow

morning,Iwillletyouknow.

Me:andcanwepleasewaituntilwehavetheDNA

testresults,togoandapplyforthebirth

certificate,ifheistrulymind,iwouldloveforhim

tousemysurname,Ihavetogoandtelldadthat

youhavebirth.

Ileaveherinherbrother'scapablehands,Idrive

home,igotomyhouse,itwaslatealready,soi

guessIwillhavetotalktodad

Inafewhourstimesinceit'smorningalready

Ididn'twanttowakemywifeup,soIsettleforthe

couchinthelivingroom,itwasalongnight.



Fewhourslater

IwasstillsleepingwhenIhearacryingkhwezi,my

daughtersurecanscream herlungsout,Iwakeup

andzoeywasholdinghercommingdownthestairs

Zoey:morningbaby,whydidntyoucometoour

room?

Me:babyIcamebackinthemorningandididn't

wanttowakeyouup.

Zoey:youdoknowthatisanexcusemarriedman

whoareboredwiththeirwivesanddon'twantto

sleepwiththemuseright?

Me:baby,mysugar,megetboredofyounever,

youandmykidsarethebeautifulthingthathas

everhappenedtome(Isaytakingkhwezifromher)

iloveyouMadlamini,youhavewonaplaceinmy

heart,averyspecialplaceanddon'tyoueverforget

that.

Zoey:nchoo,thatissocutemylove,Iloveyou

toobabakakhwezi.



Me:nobabyIthinkyoumeanbabakalwazi,

khweziismean,shejustwokemeup,justwhenI

wasdreamingoflottonumbers,sosheisyour

daughteralone.

Zoey:howmanynumbersdidyoumanagetoget

beforedivawokeyouup?

Me:justtwo,seewhenIsaysheismean?,just

whenIwasgettingreadytosaygoodbyetoalifeof

hardworkandreadytobuyyouanislandsoIcan

retireandwegothere.

Zoey:damn,diva(shesayslookingatkhwezi)

seewhatyoumademommymissouton?

Igivekhwezitoher,justasAuntyBellawas

walkingin

Me:babyihavetogoandtakeashower,thengo

andinformmomanddad,Mirandagavebirthwhile

wewaitfortheDNAtest

AuntyBellawasupstairswiththetwins,sowe

werenowfreetotalk

Me:areyousureyouareokay?



Zoey:aslongasyouarenotlookingatanother

womanamfine,Ihaveacceptedyouandyour

flawsandall,justlikeyouacceptedmewithmine

mylove.

Me:thankyousugarbun.

Igoandtakeashowerandlotionandgetdressed,

makemywaytothemainhouse

Igetthere,Ifindmomanddadhavingbreakfast,I

jointhem

Mom:sosontowhatpleasuredoweowethisvisit?

,Imeanyouallarebarelyherethisdays.

Me:IjustcametoinformyouanddadthatMiranda

gavebirthlastnighttoababyboy,amnotsure

abouthispertenityyet,sohestillcouldnotbe

mine.

Dad:justletmeknowassoonassheis

discharged,Iwillasktheroyalinyagatomakehis

wayhere.

Me:thankyoudad.

Dad:noproblemjustmakesurezoeyisfine,it



can'tbeeasyforheracceptingyouhaveanother

babymamaandiwilltakecareoftherest.(mom

justgotbusywithherphonethemomentzoey's

namewasmentioned)

Me:momareyouokay?

Mom:yes,IwasjustgettingaglimpsofThando's

attireforherlobolanegotiations,thatismore

interestingtomethenyourendlessdramawith

yourwife

Me:dadihavetogoandyesIdomakesuremy

wifeisfine.

Ileavethetwoofthematthebreakfasttable.

Miranda

LastnightIbarelyslept,thenightmareIhadfeltso

real,Iwas loosingmychild,ihaddecidedto



namehimTheoAbbrahams,Iwasnowscaredof

loosingmyboy,Ididn'thavemuchonme,butI

wasreadytomakearunforit,Icalloneofmy

friendsandaskifmysonandicancomeandstay

withherforacoupleofdayswhileImake

arrangementstomovetotheUK,sheagrees,Ihad

justfinishedbreastfeedingTheo,whensipho

walksin

HejustholdsTheoonhisarms,Theolookedso

muchlikehim,IwonderhowBandileCouldhave

missedthat

Sipho:babyeverythingisinorder,Ihavemanaged

tohackthelaboratory'scomputersystem ,soas

soonastheresultsarein,Iwillknow,Iwillswitch

theresultsup

Me:siphoareyousureyouknowwhatyouare

doing?

Sipho:onehundredpercentsure,justhanginthere

baby.

Me:okaywill

ThankGodhehadbroughtme,somebabiesitems



andmyfriendsbroughtmeacouplethismorning,

hehadalsohroughmeacoupleofmyclothes,

whichwasareliefforme.

Bandilewalksin,hespendsafewminuteswithme

andthebaby,hesaidmeifIhavedecidedona

nameyetIsayno,Idon'twanthimknowingmy

baby'sname,hetellsmelongdlaminisaysheis

readytohostthewelcomingceremonyformychild

.(Ijustnod),assoonasheleaves,Iwritealetter

tohimexplainingeverythingandapologisingto

him,Iaskforanenvelopandplacetheletterinside

,Iwritealettertosipho,Isleep,Iwakeupearly,

Theowasstillsleeping,soigoandtakeashower

lotionandgetdressed,ipackeverythingaway,

exceptfortheflowersandballoonsIhadreceived

frompeoplecongratulatingme,ihadtoldboth

Bandileandsiphotocomeandseemeatnoon

sincethedoctormightbedischargingme,luckily

formeBandilehadpaidformyhospitalbill(Iwill

payhimbacksomeday,everylastcentigetTheo

readyandwaitforthedoctor,hecomesandsigns

mydishargepapers,Ileavethelettersatreception,



Irequestforanuber,theuberdoesarraive,I

makemywaytomyfriendsplace,Iaskthedriver

tostopbythemall,Igivehimmybankcardand

askhimtobuyacoupleofthingsforme,likebaby

formular,nappies,changeofclothesforme,atleat

yourdresses,babyclothes,anewsimcard,Ipay

himathousand,Iwasgonnabeleftdrybutitwas

worthit,mybabycomesfirst,hecomesbackwith

everythingIaskedfor,weleave,wegettomy

friendsplace,iexplaineverythingtoherandshe

promisestohelpmeout.

[09/30,11:14] :Insert80

Hazel

Itwasthedaybeforethemyhusband'sbigday,I

wasreallygettinggoodatthisplayingdumbthing,I

callthebabysitterIhadusedbeforeandtellherto

behereasearlyaspossible,mylawyercallsand

hetellsmedivorcepapersandinterdictareready

aredrivetohisoffice,Iwaswithmykidsinthecar,



IwasactingasnormalasIcan,Iwasbreakingin

theinside,butImanagetopullmyselftogetherfor

mykidssake,Itellthemtolockthecarandwaitfor

meoutside,IgoandcollectthepapersasfastasI

canandrushtomykids,Iwasinnomoodtocook,

soigotothisnicelocalrestaurantandbuysome

takeaways,assoonasthekidsandIareinthe

apartmentIfindmyhusbandhome

Nthando:baby,Iwasworriedsickaboutyouguys,

wherehaveyoubeen?

Me:asyoucanseewearefine

Nthando:babyiseverthingokay?

Me:yeswhywouldn'titbe?,oristhereanythingI

shouldknow?

Nthando:ofcoursenot,youjustseemalittleangry

.

Me:amsorry,itmustbePms,tellyouwhat

forgetaboutmeandmylousymoodletmegoand

dishupforeveryone.

Nthandokidsgoandsitinthelivingroom,the



witchinmewantedtoaddstametaandcastoroilin

hisfood,butthesmartgirlinmesaidthatitwillbe

tooeasy,Igotothelivingroom,wehavesupper,

Nthandowasbusytellingmehowhimandhis

friendsaregoingonafishingtriptommrrow,Ijust

noddedwithahugefakesmileonmyface,luckily

enoughformemyduckswereallinarow

Me:babyamgoingtobed,pleasemakesurethe

kidsaretuckedinbed,thedoorsarelocked,all

lightsareoffandalltapsareclosed

Nthando:babywhyareyougoingtobedsoearly?

Me:Ihavethishugemigrineandihaveanearly

daytommorrow.

Nthando:whataredoingtommorrowmylove?

Me:Ihaveaspadaywithmyfriendfromcapetown

.

Nthando:Iseegoodnight.

Me:nightbaby.

IgotobedandIcrymyselftosleep



Lobolanegotiationday

Zoey

Everyoneintheroyalhousewasdressedtokill,I

wasinagoodmoodbecausethechildMirandawas

carryingwasnotbandile'schild,shehadleft

Bandilealetteratthehospitalexplaininghewas

notfatherbuthersupposedbrotherwasSiphowas

thefather,mypoorhusbandwasshuttredheeven

havesiphothebeatingofhislife,Ihadaccepted

thechild,butthisisgoodnews,Idon'thaveto

dealwithanotherbabymama,trustmeThando

hasenoughdramaforfivebabymamascombined

together,Bandilewasalittledepressedespecially

sincehewasthereforherthroughouther

pregnancyandhewasthereatherchild'sbirthbut

amsurehewillbefine,webothweren'treally

lookingforwardtogoingtothisweddingbutwe

hadto,IhadtoforceBandiletogetoutofbed,the

onlypersonwhowasluckyenoughnottogotothis



stuipidthingwasKhanyi,speakingofwhichher

babyshowerwascommingtogetherbeautifully

Weallgotintoourcars,queenmotherwaswith

thekingandNompumelelo,UnathiandMinniehave

meBandilearide,sphamandlawaswithsihle,

ratherhimthanmeandweallmadeoutwayto

Thando'sparentshouse.

Thando

Icouldn'tbelieveittheday,Ihavebeenwaitingfor

wasfinallyhere,IwasfinallygoingtobeMrs

NthandoNkosi,iwokeipinsuchagoodmood,

momcomesintomyroom,shegivesmeahugg

andsitsbesidesmeonmybed

Mom:babyyourbigdayisfinallyhere,howare

youfeeling?

Me:amfeelinggreatmom,itfeelslikeonebig

dream.

Mom:amproudofyoumygirl,youhavegrownso



much

Me:thankyoumom

Mom:wellletmegoandmakesureeverythingis

goingsoomthly

Me:(igiveherahugg)thankyouforeverything

Mom

Mom:youarewelcomebaby.

Ourhousewasbuzzingwithactivities,Ourhouse

wasfullofpeople,momhadevenhiredamakeup

artistforme,mybrandnew32inchweavewas

deliversbymyhairstylist,Iwaslookingstunning

alldressedinmytraditionalZuluattire,Iwasa

modernmakoti,Icouldheartheladies,busy

singingandululatingwhilecookingthefood,the

manwerebusysittingunderatreeatourbackyard

busydrinkingtraditionalbeerandmakingallsorts

ofnoise,Iaskeddadisitwasn'ttooearlyforthem

todrinkandhesaidit'sfinesincetheyweren't

drinkingtoomuch,thedecorladywasalmostdone

withthedecor,Ihearpraisesoutside,Icouldn't

believeit,theroyalfamilywashere,theking



himselfwashere,mydaywasblessedindeed,I

hearsingingandthenafewminuteslaterIhear

ourclannamesbeingcalledIknewtheNkosi

representativeswerehere,Iwasreallyexcited

MeanwhileHazel

Myhusbandhadwokenupqueitearlyforhis

supposedfishingtrip,ipretendedtobesleeping

thesonofabitchevenkissesme,iwaitforhimto

leave,igoandtakearecordbreakingshower,

trustmeitwasthequiestestshowerIevertook,I

getdressed,thankGodmybabysitterarraivesjust

intime,

Iopenthedoorforherandiwasout,Idrivemyself

tothenearestpolicestation,Ifindtwoofficers

Policeofficer1:morningmamhowcanIhelpyou?

Me:officer,Ihaveaninterdicttoservetodayata

weddingandiwoildlikeofficerstoaccompanyme.

Officer2:canipleaselookatthedocument?



Ihandtheofficerthecourtorder,hecallstwo

policeofficer,hetellsthemtogowithmeina

policevan,heshowsmeasafeplacetoparkmy

car,Iparkmycarsafetly,Ilockmycarandiget

intothevanandwemakeourwaytoThando's

parentshouse.

[09/30,11:14] :Insert81

Zoey

Wewereallsittinginthebeautifullydecorated

stretchtent,cocktails,wines,juice,water,

alcoholwereflowing,theNkosifamilyincluding

queenmotherandthekingwereinsidewherethe

lobolanegotiationsweretakingplace,thegroom

wasamongsttheguestsinthetent,theylethimin

becauseofthecelebrationthatwilltakeplacelater,

themusicwasplayingloud,hubbyandiwere

havingthetimeofourlives,everyonewashappy,

wewerestilldancingourassesoff,whenwe

noticeapolicevanstopatthegate,maybethe



neighbour'shadcomplainedaboutthenoise,

yooohIwasn'treadyshame,thismixedbeautiful

mixedladycomesoutofthevanwiththepolice

officers,shewas.......hey,amcrazybutdefinately

notthatcrazy,thewomanhadseriousballs,Ihold

ontomyhusband

Woman:Nthandoisthisthefuckingfishingtrip?,

youtoldmeyouweregoingtothismorning?(she

waspissed,maybeit'shisothergirlfriend)

Nthando:(heliterallyfroze)ba........

Thewoman:don'tyoubabyme,aftertenfucking

yearsofmarriageNthando(wewereallshocked)

Tenfuckingyearsofmarriage,isthisthanksIget?

Nthando:HazelcalmdownIwillexplaineverything

toyou,please(sheslapshim)

Hazelwoman:fuckyou,wellhereistheinterdictI

got,sostopthefuckingweddingcausenooneis

gettingmarried.

Whereisabowlofpopcornwhenyouneedone?,I

hadthefrontrowseatstothisdrama,damneven

thedramainisibyawasnothingcomparedtothis



Mogurlhadtakencrazytoanotherlevel,shewas

nowbreakingandpullingthedecorapart,the

policehadtostopher,everyonewhowasinside

comesrushingoutsideincludingThando

Thando:Nthandowhatthehellisgoingon?

Hazel:amhiswifethatiswhatisgoingon

Thando:what?(Sheseemedgenuinelyshocked)i

thoughtyoudidn'thaveawife?.

Hazel:Newsflashsweeheart,heliedandnowyou

knowhehasawife(hazelstartshittingNthando

andsodoestlThandowhowasintears)

Thando'sdad:Nthandohowcouldyoudothisto

mydaughter,howdareyouhumiliateislikethis?

Queenmother:missmarried,whendidyouandmy

brothergetmarried?andhowcometheNkosi

familyknowsnothingaboutyou?andwhopaid

foryourlobola?

Hazel:onequestionatatimegogo(noshedidn't

justdothat),Nthondoandihavebeenmarriedfor

tenyears,hesaidhewillintroducemetothefamily



,wehavetwokids,twokids.

Queenmother:littlegirlpleasestopdisrespecting

me,Idon'tknowyou,Idon'tcareaboutyou,you

havenohometrainingwhatsoevernowondermy

brotherdidn'tintroduceyoutouse,wedon'tbehave

likestraatmates

Hazellady:likeIgiveashitwhatyouthink,you

areanobody

Queenmother:actuallyamqueenNomcebo

Dlamini,soyouareanobody.

Hazel:amhazelBrown,whothehelldoyouthink

youare?,youareaqueentoyoursubjectsand

familyonlynottomehazelBrowndear.

Ithinkthekingwastiredofthisdrama,hepulls

queenmotherinside,sphamandla,unathiand

hubbygoafterthem

Thando:Idon'tcarewhoyouaretoNthando,this

isprivateproperty,soleave(shamethepoorthing

wasintears)

Hazelwoman:fineiwillleave,butNthandohasto



makeadecision,whetherornotheismarryingyou

,icanservehimdivorcepapershereandnow(she

throwsabrownenvelopeathim)

Hetakesoutthepapersanditwasindeeddivorce

papers

Hazel:sowhatisgoingtobe,isitgoingtobeor

thecheaphoeyouaresleepingwith?

Nthando:Hazelcanwegohomeandtalkaboutthis

calmlyplease

Hazel:amwaitingforadecisionandwearenot

goinganywhereuntilyouhavemadeyourdecision,

anreadytoenditallhereandnow.

Thando:wellNthando,whatisitgoingtobe?

It'seithermeorthiscrazyassbitchofyours

Hazel:bitch?,somebodybettergetthatlittlegirl

beforeIdo.(shewasreadytogoallcrazyon

ThandobutNthandostoppedher)

Nthando:ThandoIloveyouandwouldloveto

marryyou(shewasreadytodothehappydance)

butIlovemykidsandwifemore,Ican'tdivorcemy



wife,pleaseunderstandmylove.

Thandoscreamsherlungsout,andshegetsonthe

floor,hermomgetsherupandtakesherinside,

herdadwasfurious,hethrowseveryoneout,

includingthekingandqueenmother,weallleave

andwedrivehome,whatalongday,Iwasstarving

andtired,sowebuyfoodatNandos,weallgoto

themainhouse,queenmotherjustgoestoher

room,whileweallhaveourlatelunch.

Thando

Ihaveneverbeensojustandhumiliatedinmylife,

Ijustlockinsidemyroom,Iwasreallyhurt,how

couldNthandodothisthisme,howcouldbe

humiliatemelikethat?,heevenchoosesher,mom

comesandknockonmydoor,Iopenthedoorfor

her,shehadthatPittlookonherfacewhichIreally

hate

Mom:babyamsorry



Me :Iwillbefinemom ,Ihavesurvivedfarmuch

worse.

Mom:yesyouhaveThando

Me:sowhatisgoingtohappentoallthatfood?,

causetheguestsdidn'teat?

Mom:wearegoingtodonatethegoodtoa

homelessshelter.

Me:thatissosweetatleastonegoodthingcame

outfromthiswholedisaster.

Mom:yesbabyandipaidthedecorladyforthe

fordamagedonetoherproperty.

Me:thankyoumom ,youarethebest.

Mom:thistimeitwasnotyourfault,soamherefor

youandwhoknowsmaybeonedayyouwillmeet

yourPrincecharming.

Me:(ichuckle)ijusthavetomakesureheisnot

marriedright?.

Mom:thistooshallpassbaby,comelet'sgoand

packupthefoodsoIcantakethefoodtoa

homelessshelter,momandIgotothekitchenand



packupthefood,itwasalotiwasjustgladthe

foodwasnotgoingtowaste,Iwasstillpackingup

thefood,whenmyphonerings,itwasqueen

mother,Ijustignorehercallsafterwepackup,Igo

andcheckonmygirlswhoweresleeping,Ijustcry

andgotomyroom.Ihearmom'scarleave,Ijust

sleep,Iwastired.

Nthando

Ican'tbelieveHazelhumiliatedmeinthismanner,

Iwaspissed,infactpisseddoesnotevendiscrib

whatamfeeling,wegethomewithouttalkingto

eachother,,shegoesstraighttoputbedroom,she

comesbackwithablanketandapillow,shethrows

themontopofcouch

Me:Hazelcanwepleasetalkaboutthis?

Hazel:amnotevenintrestedinwhatyouhaveto

say,justleavemealone.

Shegoestoourroom,Iknockandknock,she



doesn'tunlockIgobacktothelivingroom,Igo

andsleeponthecouch,Iwasabouttosleepwhen

mysistercalls

Nomcebo:whatisthemeaningofthedrama,that

happenedtoday?,howcouldyouhumiliateme,my

husbandandthatpoorgirllikethat?

Me:amsorry,Ididn'tmeanforthattohappen,I

reallyloveThandoandiwillmakeituptoher.(I

hangup)

Icouldn'tsleep,thiswasalljusttoomuchforme,

Idon'tevenknowhowhazelandiaregoingto

movepastthis,thismightbetheendofmy

marriage,whichidon'twant.

[09/30,11:14] :Insert82

Thando

TodaywasThursday,Ihadbeenlockedupinmy

roomforthepasttwodays,bothqueenmother

andNthandotriedcallingme,Iignoredqueen



mother'scallsandiendedupblockingNthando's

calls,Iwasatmyparentshouse,theonlytimeI

wouldgooutofmyroomiswhenIgotospendtime

withmygirls,myembrassmentwasalloversocial

media,Ican'tbelievepeopletookvideosofmein

mymostvulnerabletime,Mombeingmom,

comesandforcemetogooutwithme,wedecide

totakethegirlstothepark,peoplekeptgivingme

looks,somelookswerepitylooks,somelooks

werenastylooks

mom:justignorethemandfocusonqualitytime

withmeandthegirls

Itwasnowprettyobviousthatthetwinswere

diffrent,smawasmuchlighterthannomcebo,she

lookedmiixed,whilenomcebowasnottoolightor

toodarkshewasjustinbetweenbutIlovedmy

babiesanyway

Mom:sonowthatitisofficiallyoverbetweenyou

andNthandowhatareyourplans?

Me:wellfornowIjustwanttofocussonworkand

mybabiesandstayawayfromtheroyalhouseand



thosepeopleasPossibleamtiredofthedrama,an

tiredmaIhavehadatoxicrelationshipwiththose

peopleforfartoolong

Mom:amproudofyouandtheladyyouare

becoming.

Me:thankyouma,mykidsdeservetobeapriority

inmylife,Ilovethemandit'stimeIfocussonthem

.

Mom:don'tgolookingoutforlovebabygirl,love

willfindyouwhenyouleastexpectit.

Me:welllovecanwaitfornow,Iwillgoformyman

whenamreadyforhim.

Mom:whichman?

Me:fornowidon'thaveaclue,butwhenthetime

comesIwillfigureitallout.

Zoey

Todaywaskhanyi'sbabyshower,Ijusthope



becauseit'sasurprise,shedoesn'tgointoLabour

oranything,wewerehostingthebabyshowerat

Minnie'shouse,Icallthecateringladyandshe

sayseverythingisontrack,Idecidetoleave

Bandilewiththetwinsandigotominnie'shouse,I

mustsaythedecorladyhadreallytransformedthe

spacewiththeblackandgoldtheme,MinnieandI

haddecidedon,wealsohadsphamandlasecretly

filloutthebaloonsforthegenderreveal,Ican't

waittofindoutthegenderofthebaby,really

excitedaboutthatparty,everythingwasgoing

smoothly,alltheroyalladieswerethereexceptfor

queenmother,nompumelelohadeveninvited

Trina,itwasreallyanicesetting,sphamandlahad

gonetopickkhanyiup,Igoandgetready,asi

comedownthestairs,thecateringladyandthe

cakeladyweremakingtheirdeliveries,Ishow

themwheretoplaceeverything,afterafew

minutessphamandlafinallycamebackwithkhanyi,

shewashugeshame,shewasdressedinthishuge

whitedressandsleepers,Itakeherinside

Khanyi:andwhyamIbringbroughttominnie's



houseinsteadofmyhouse?

Me:yourdressishereandihavetohelpyouget

dressed

Khanyi:youlooksocuteonthatblackdress

andthosegoldheels,amsotakingthemassoon

asigivebirth,thankyourluckystarsIhavehuge

feetandican'tfitintothemnow.

Ihandherthedresswehadboughtforher,Iwas

crossingmyfingersoffits,causemygirlhad

gainedseveralpounds

Yesthedressdoesfit,Idogetmakeupandhair,

shelookedreallybeautiful

Khanyi:sowhatiswithuswearingblack?,arewe

nowwidowsorsomething?

Me:justfollowme,youwillunderstand

Allthemaninthefamilyincludingthekingwere

havingaminibraaioftheirown,auntyBellawas

watchingallthekids,itmustbehellforhernow.

Khanyifollowsmeasweareabouttoenterthe

garage(Minnieandunathihadathreedoorgarage



soitwasbig)sheseestheboardwrittenwelcome

tokhanyi'sbabyshower,shestartscrying,aswe

entereveryonescreamssurprise,shewasshocked

toseeeveryoneincludinghermomandsister's,

shewasintearsandcouldn'twalk,MinnieandI

helphertoherseat,sihleisonebitterperson,she

lookedlikesheatesourgrapesthewholetime,we

hadsomuchfunplayinggamesandstuff,before

weknewitallthemaninthehousewerecomming

tojoinusforthereveal,Iwasshockedwhen

sphamandla,BandileandUnathieachcomeinto

theroomholdingthreehugebaloons,wasn'tit

supposedtobeonlyone,theyplacethebaloons

downandsphandlagoesandgetkhanyi,heholds

herandtheygonearthebaloons

Sphamandla:ladiesandgentleman,mywifeandI

haveasurpriseofourown,wegottheshockof

ourlives,whenwewenttothedoctorsforascan,

weareexcepectingnotonenottwobutthree

babies(everyoneintheroomincludingmewas

shocked)yesyouhearditright,ourprincessis

abouttohavethreemoresiblings.



ThankGodmostpeoplehadboughtgendernetrual

clothes

Khanyi:areyouallreadyforthereveal?

Everyonescreamsyes

khanyi:doyouthinkbaby,babyAisaboyorgirl

MostpeoplescreamboyincludingmeandBandile

Khanyi:hubbylet'spoptheballoon,anditsa

.....(theypoptheballonandblueconfetifallsout)

it'saboy,babyAisaboy.

Siphamandla:(hekisseskhanyi)thankyoubaby,

areyoureadyforbabyB?

Everyonescreamsyes

Theypoptheballonandpinkconfetifallsout

Sphamandla:babyBisagirl

Khanyi:sosincewehaveaboyandagirlalready,

doyouthinkit'sgoingtobeaboyoragirl

Somescreamgirl,somescreamboyincludingme

andBandile



Theypoptheballonandblueconfetifallsout,we

wereallhappyforthem,theywerehavingtwoboys

andagirl,Ijusthavetoreturnthestrawleribought

forherandchangeitwithonethatcarriestriplets.

Themangobacktotheirminipartyandwehavea

partyofourown,sihlehaddissapeared

Khanyihuggsme,MinnieandNompumelelo

Khanyi:thankyouladiesespeciallyyouzoeyand

Minnieforputtingeverythingtogether

Mostpeoplehadtoppeduptheirgiftswithmoney

sinceshewasexpectingtripletsandtheybought

giftsforonebaby.

Wehadsomuchfunandwewerestillhavingso

muchfun,whenkhanyigoesintoLabour,thank

Godherhospitalbagwasinthecar,spha,Unathi

andBandilewentwithhertothehospital

Minnie,mpumie,Trinaandiwereallprayingfor

her.

[09/30,11:14] :Insert83



Zoey

Bandilefinallycalledandtoldusbothkhanyiand

thetripletswerefineandhealthy,wewereall

happyforkhanyi,igobacktomyhouseIwasso

tired,Bandilewalksinafewminutesafterme,it

wasnowmidnight,wewerealltired,sowejustget

intobed.

Thefollowingmorning

Bandileandiarebothwokenupthesoundofhis

phoneringing,hewasn'timpressedatall,itwas

queenmotherherselfinvitingallofusforlunch

latertoday,sowecancelebratethebirthofkhanyi

'striplets,Iwasnowwideawake,Idecidetogo

andtakeashower,whilehubbydecideshewillgo

backtosleep,Itakeashower,lotionandget

dressed,Igotothekitchen,Imakebreakfastfor

hubbytoast,scrambledeggsandVienna,Imakea

smoothieformyself,IplaceBandile'sbreakfastin



themicrowave,Igoandcheckonthetwinsonly

diva(kwezi)wasawake,sheseeksformy

attentionbyscreamingherlungsout,Itakeherand

giveherabathscreamingandall,hernoisewakes

upmyAngel(Lwazi)

Ilotionkhwezi'stinybodyandthenplaceheronher

bed,Itakemyboyandgivehimabathdiva

screamsasIwasenteringtheirnurseryholding

lwazi,Bandilecomesinandpicksdivawhojust

gigleslikeshewasn'ttheonecrying,IgetLiam

readyfortheday,IgoandjoinBandilewhowas

downstairseattinghisbreakfast,hewassharing

hiseggswithdiva,Ifeedthekids,whileBandile

goesandtakehisshower,heplacesthetwinsand

everythingtheyneedinthestrawlerandhegoesto

themainhouse

Ichangeintosomethingpresentableandimake

mywaytothemainhouse,allthekidswerewith

auntyBellaagain,whilewetheadultssitaround

thetable

Itwasqueenmother,theking,sihle,sphamandla,

Unathi,Minnie,mpumie,Trina,Bandileand



myself,IwasthelastonetherebutIwasreadyfor

theshadethatwasabouttobethrownatme

Queenmother:nowthatsomeofyouhave

managedtomakeit,wecanstart.

Unathi:beforewestart,sphabrowedon'twantto

stealyourthunderbut.......

Queenmother:yourwifeisnotexpectingis?

Unathi:wellMinnieandiareexpectingoursecond

child,wefoundoutthismorning

Sihle:itseemslikeeveryoneisjustpoppingbabies

left,rightandcenter,minaamfinewiththetwo

thatIhave,imaginehavingfourbabiestjoo.

Me:thereisnothingwrongwithhavingfourbabies,

kidsareagiftfromGodthereourwomenouthere

prayingjustforonechild.

Sihle:motherTheresaIdidn'tsaythereisanything

wrongwithhavingmanykids,amjustsayingam

finewithmytwokids

Minnie:aslongasIdon'thavetwinsortripletsam

good



Sphamandla:soyouandBabybroaregoingfor

quads?

Unathi:mandoyouwanttogivemeaheartattack?

Sphamandla:imaginehowIfeltwhenIlearned

wewerehavingtriplets,Ialmostfainted,butIhad

tokeepittogetherakhanyidoesn'tfreakout,but

nowthattheyarehereIcan'tgetenoughofthem,

infactafterthislunchamgoingshoppingthenIwill

goseethem

Queenmother:Ican'tbelieveyouhavesixkids

sphamandla,Ithinktheyareenough

KingDlamini:lethimmakeenoughheirs,heis

goingtobethenextkingofthiskingdomaftermy

departure

Queenmother:amjustsayingheshouldslow

down,sixkidsaremorethanenough,afterallhe

isnotcompetingwithanyonetoseewhopopsout

manybabies.

Nompumelelo:mother,sphamandlacanaffordto

havehundredkidsofhewantsto,whoareweto

judge(sihlelookedpissed)



Sihle:sompumiewhenareyouhavingyour

hundrendkids?,Imeanthebiologicalclockis

ticking

Nompumelelo:sihlestayinyourgolddigglanedoll

pleaseorsohelpmeGodIwillshowyouflames.

Trina:sinceyouareslowwhatsheistryingtosay

ismindyourdamnbusiness

Sihle:Trinaorwhatevertheycallyou,youmayact

alltoughandpretendtobeamanandstuffbutam

sureperiodpainshumbleandremindyouthatyou

areawomaneverymonth.

Trina:sphabro,youbettergetthisgirl,she

travellingonawrongroadbro,wrongroadbra.

Sihle:Mxmwhatever(Trinawasalreadyupwhen

mpumieholdherhandsoshecanclamdown,she

sitsdown)

Kingdlamini:youknowwhatamtiredofallyoujust

takethegoodandgobacktoyourhousessinceyou

can'tgetalongandhavezerorespectforme(he

getsupandleaves)



Andthatishowlunchwasruinedweallgetout

takeawaysandleave.

Nthando

EversinceHazelstoppedtheweddingthingshave

beentensebetweenherandi,Istillwanttomarry

Thandoassecondwife.,butnomatterhowmuch

myheartyearnsforthatIcan'tmarryheruntilmy

wifeisfinewithhavingasisterwife,mywifebarely

saystwowordstome,eventhekidscansense

thetensionbetweenthetwoofus,thingsarejust

notsame,mysisterisalsoangryatmeforthe

humiliationIbroughtuponherandThando,iwill

fixeverythingbutrightnowmywifeandkidsare

theonesihabetofixthingswithfirst,ihaveoneor

twocontracts deliveronandamtakingmyfamily

backtothestate'ssowecanmoveonfromthis

wholeThandosaga.

Queenmother



Icouldn'twaittomeetmythreebeautifulgrand

babies,thekingsaidwewillgoandvisitthemlater

intheevenning,Iwasstillangryandhumiliatedby

whatmybrotherdidtoThando,Ihavebeentrying

toreachouttoherbutshehasbeenignoringmy

calls,IguessIwillgoandlookforheratherhouse

tommorrowmorning,Ireallyhopewemovepast

thiscauseIreallyloveThando,whycouldn't

Bandilejusthavemarriedher,allthisNthando

nonsensewouldhavebeenavoided,Ireallyhope

sheisfine.

[09/30,11:15] :Insert84

Thando

Ihavebeenbackatmyhousefortwodaysnow,

mykidsandNandiphawerewithmefortheweek,I

wasreallyfeelingdown,Iwasgoingthroughsome

ofmyworkflieswhenIhearaknockonthedoor,

wonderwhoitcouldbethisearlymorning,igoand



openthedoorandiwasshockedtoseequeen

mother

Me:queenmother?,whatareyoudoinghere?

Nomcebo/queenmother:youweren'tanswering

anyofmycallssoastheysayifMohamedwon'tgo

tothemountainthendefinatelythemountainwill

cometoMohamed,aren'tyougoingtoaskmein

Imoveawayfromthedoorstepandindicateforher

tocomein,shedoes,Iusherhertothelivingroom

Me:caniofferyouwater,coffeeortea?

Nomcebo/queenmother:coffeewillbenicethank

youbutIwashopingwecouldhavethatcoffeeat

thepalace.

Me:howaboutwegotostarbuckswiththegirls,I

wanttokeepmydistancefromtheroyalhouse

thankyou.

Nomcebo/queenmother:Iunderstand,youhave

beenalot.

Me:thankyou,Iwillgoandgetready.

Igoandgetready,whileNandiphagetsthegirls



ready,Ican'tbelievetheyaregoingtobeturning

ayearsoon,wefinishupandwegotostarbucks

thetwinswereintheirstrawler,whilequeen

motherandisitandhaveourcoffee.

Queenmother/Nomcebo:amsorryaboutwhatmy

brotherdidtoyou,amstillveryangryathim.

Me:don'tswearaboutit,itwillpass,rightnow

theyareeverythingtomenow (pointingatmy

girls)andbesidesyouarenotresponsibleforyour

brothersactions

Queenmother/Nomcebo:thankyoudear

wewerestillinthemiddleofaconversationwhen

zoeyandBandilewalkinlookingalllovelydovey,

zoeydoesn'tevenbothercomingtoourtable,only

Bandiledoes

Bandile:mother,Thando

Queenmother/nomcebo:sonandwhyisn'tyour

wifecommingovertogreetme.

Bandile:likeyoucare.

Queenmother/Nomcebo:Idoson.



Bandile:yeahright.......

Queenmother/Nomcebo:what'sthatsupposedto

mean?

Bandile:youknowyouhatemywifemother,

Thandoamsorryaboutwhatmyuncledidtoyouit

wasreallycold,noonedeservesthat.

Thando:thankyou

HetakesNomcebowithhimtohisandzoey'stable,

theyseemedgenuinelyhappy,Ijusthatedthat

theywereplayinghappyfamilywithmydaughter

Nomcebo/queenmother:Ijusthatethatfakeass

bitch,sheistooweaktobemydaughterinlaw.

Me:youshouldlearntoaccepther,shehaswon

Bandile'sheartandIhavemadepeacewithit.

Queenmother/Nomcebo:Iwillneveracceptthat

weakthing,Ijustwantherawayfrommyfamily

andone-dayiwillsucced.

Zoey



Hubbyandihadjustcamebackfromvisiting

khanyiand thetriplets,shetellsmeshewillbe

dischargedbytheendoftheweek,hertripletswere

reallycute,theyevenmadehubbyrequestfora

newbaby,youshouldhaveseenmyface,Ionly

managetoshakemyheadandhewaslike"canwe

pleaseadoptoneofthem?,theylooksocute",

damnkhanyiandhercutedevils,Ican'thavemy

husbandbroodyoverkids,Iguessit'sgoingtobe

worsewhenMinniegivesbirth,wedecidetogo

amdgetcoffeeatstarbucks,wegetinandisee

queenmotherandThandohavingcoffeetogether

Me:Iseethewitchesarehavingameeting,the

onlythingthatisleftisabroom.

Bandile:babywhoareyoutalkingabout?

Me:Thandoandyourdearmotherarehere

Helooksandheseesthem

Bandile:weshouldgooverandgreetthem.

Me:babyyouknowIloveyouright?



Bandile:Iknowmylove

Me:IloveyoubutIcan'tgoovertherethosetwo

hateme,yougoandgreetthem

Bandile:fine,Iwillgoandgreetthem

Hegoesovertothem ,hecomesbackwith

nomcebo,weordercoffeesandplaywith

nomcebo.

Bandile;IshouldgoandaskThandoifNomcebo

canspendthenightandthentommrrowmorning

wecangowiththemtothezoo

Me:Ilikethesoundofthat,yougoandaskher

HegoesoverwithNomceboonhisarms,he

comesbackwithoutherandlookingpissed

Me:andwhatdidshesay?

Bandile:shesaidnotoherspendingthenight.

Me:Iwillgoandtryspeaktoher.

Bandile:babydoyouthinkshewilllistentoyou?

Me:thereisnoharmintrying



Igetupandgototheirtable

Me:Queenmother,Thando.

Queenmother:shefinallynoticedourexistence.

Thando:zoeywhatdoyouwant?

Me:ThandoIwashopingtospeaktoyouinprivate

.

Thando:youcansaywhateveryouwanttosayin

herpresence,Ineedawitnessincasemywords

aretwisted.

Queenmother:youmightaswellsaywhatyou

wanttosayorforeverholdyourpiececauseam

goingnowhere.

Me:fine,Iwasjustheretopleadmyhusband's

casepleaseletNomcebosleepoversowecango

tothezoowithhertommorrow

Thando:Ihaveplanswithheralready

Me:pleasedotherightthingThando,don'tletyour

hatredformecomebetweenBandileandNomcebo.

Thando:andwhothehelldoyouthinkyouareto



givemeparentaladvice?,ifyouwanttoplay

doctorphyilpleasedoitwithyourkidsandleave

meandmykidsalone.

BandilerushesoverbecausehecouldseeThando

wasloosinghertemper

Bandile:babyareyouokay?

Me:yesamfine,Ijustwantedwhatwasbestfor

Nomcebo.

Thando:wantwhatisbestforkhweziandLiam

anddoyourselffavourdarlingwalkawayfromme

andBandile'sbusinessandleavetheparentingto

meandBandilewhileatit.

Bandile:Thandohowdareyoutalktomywifelike

that?

Thando:whatever,Barbieoverhereneedstoknow

herplace.

Bandile:babyforgetherlet'sgo.

Me:Thandoamsorryformeddlinginyour

business,Ipromisefirstthingtommorrowmorning

amgoingtobuymyselfsomenewshoesthatwill



helpmewalkawayfromyourbusiness.

IleaveBandilecomesafterme

Bandile:babyareyoufine?

Me:yesbaby,don'tworry,nowhowaboutwego

home?

Bandile:doyouwantustostartworkingonbaby

numberfour?

Me:therewillbenobabynumberfouruntilthe

twinsareatleastfifteen.

Bandile:Iwillbeanoldmanbythenandiwillbe

shootingblanks(webothlaugh)

Wegetintothecarandwegethome,wejustspend

sometimewiththetwins,theywerereallygrowing

fast,Ican'tbelievetheywillbeayearsoon.

Queenmother

Afterwehaveourcoffee,wedecidetodoalittlebit

ofshopping,thedevilmustreallybetestingus



today,from slayqueentocrazybitch,webump

intoHazelandhertworats,ifthisonegivesus

trouble,iwilldealwithhersinceThandodealtwith

slayqueen

Thandojuststoodtherelikeastatue,Ipullherarm

andshecomesbacktoearth,hazeljustgivesus

nastystares,Idothesame,wegetwhatwewere

gettingandweleave,IdriveThandoandthekids

home

Itakemyphoneandcallmybrother,whoanswers

mycallthistime

Nthando:Nomcebo

Me:NthandoIwanttoseeyoutommorrowplease.

Nthando:amafraidtommorrowwon'tdo,am

goingbacktothestate'swithmyfamily

,Iwillbebackforgoodthoughafteramonthwith

myfamilysowecantalkafterthat.

Me:youbettercomebackandcleanyourmess(I

hangup)

Idecidetodrivetothehospitalandvisitkhanyiand



mygrandbabies,Ifindsphamandlaandsihlethere

,khanyiwasshockedtoseeme,whilesihlewas

happytoseeme,theyweresotinyandcute,Ican't

waitforthemtocomehomeandbenamed.

[09/30,11:15] :Insert85

KingDlamini/Mphendulo

Iwasbusywatchingtelevisionwhenmyson

Bandilecametomecomplainingabouthowhis

mothertreatshiswifeandwhenissheevergoing

toaccepthiswife,likeanyfatherwoulddo,Itold

himtoconcetrateonlovinghiswifeandkids,the

restwillfallintoplace,Idecidetogotoour

bedroomwheremywifeis

Me:myqueen

Nomcebo:baba

Me:canwetalk?

Nomcebo:ofcoursemyking



Webothsitdown

Me:don'ttakethisthewrongway,butwhydoyou

dislikezoeysomuch?,whathasthatpoorgirlever

donetoyou?

Nomcebo:thegirlisfake,sheisagolddiggerbaba

,doyouthinkshewouldbewithBandileifhedidn't

havetheRoyalstatusandallthebenefitsthatcame

withbeingroyalty?

Me:soyouthinksheisaftermoney?

Nomcebo:aren'ttheyall?

Me:Igiveup.

Iexitourbedroomanddecidetogotomyoffice,I

bookmyselfaflighttoUSA,mywifehadjust

givenmeanideaitwastimetoseewhatwould

happenifIwasnotaroundtoprotectmykids,Icall

mylawyertomakedocumentsgivingnomathemba

fullpowerofAttorney,Ileaveeverythingtomyson

Mqobi(nomathemba'sson),Iremoveallmyson's

namesonthefamilytrust,arrangedforthem not

tohaveaccesstoanyofmyfunds,giveeverything

toNomathembaandourson,exceptforthe



companythatisnowbeingownedbyUnathi,Ithen

makesuretheyjusthavewhattheyhaveintheir

accountswhichwasntmuchbecauseallthefamily

fundsareinthetrustfundwhichIleftforMqobi.

Thefollowingmorning

IwakeupearlyIwasreallyluckytohavegottena

flightthatwasgoingouttonight,Idecidetotellmy

wifetoinviteallmychildren,theirwivesandtheir

kidssinceIwon'tbeseeingthemforawhile,we

havebreakfastanditellthemallthatamleavingfor

theUSA,thetimefinallyarraivesformetoleave,

sphamandladrivesmetotheairport,afterseveral

hoursonairIfinallyland,thedrivercomesand

picksmeup

,Nomathembawasshockedtoseeme

Nomathemba:babaiwasn'texpectingyou.

Me:Iknow,howisMqobi?

Nomathemba:heisgreat,despiteacoupleoffew



challenges

Me:hewillbefine(isayasIgiveherahugg)

Thehelpercomesandtakemybagsinside,Itakea

sitinthelivingroom,Itakealonglookatthe

documentsIhadmylawyerdraft,Ican'tbelieve

amactuallydoingthis,Isignthedocumentsand

thenIcallforNoma.

Noma:babayouseemdisturbediseverything

alright?

Me:no,Ineedahugefavourfromyou?

Nomathemba:andwhatisthatfavourbaba?

Me:IwantyoutogobacktoSouthAfricaandput

onyourbestactingskillsandtelleveryonethatI

hadanaccidentanddied

Nomathemba:what?,nobabawhywouldIdothat?

Me:Nomcebosaidsomethingthatgotmethinking

,IwanttoseehowmyfamilywouldsurviveifI

werenotaround

Noma:mykingtofakeyourowndeaththatisabit

extremandwhatdoIdowhentheywanttoview



andburyyourbody?

Me:Ihadthattakencareof,youmydeardarling

wifehadmecremated,hereisareashes

Noma:mykingNomcebowillhavemyassfor

breakfast

Me:Nomcebodoesn'thaveadime,shedepends

onthetrustthattheentirefamilydependson,Ileft

everythingtoyouandMqobiandialsomade

Mqobimysuccessor

Noma:what?,no,thatwomanwoulddefinately

killmeandmysonthistime

Me:noshewon'tamhavingsomeonekeepaneye

onher,nowyougetupandgetreadytoleaveina

weekstime,lookatitthisway

yougettomakenomcebo'slifealivinghell

Noma:that'sifshedoesn'tsendmetohellfirst

Me:shewon't,Ipromise,wecancallthisthe

returnofqueenNoma



Aweeklater

Nomcebo

Ihadinvitedmyson'sandtheirwivesforbreakfast,

whentheguardstellmequeenNomaisatthegate

,Itellthemtoopenthegateforher,wonderwhat

broughtherback,whenshegetsoutofthecarshe

wasdressedinallblackandevenhadondesigner

sunglasses

Me:Nomawhatareyoudoinghere?

Noma:thatisQueenNomatoyou,

Nomcebo,Sphamandla,UnathiandBandile

canwegetinsideandtalkamafraidIhaveterrible

news(shewasnowcrying)

Me:whatisgoingonNoma,tellusnow,didyou

looseyoursonorsomething.

Noma:mysonisfine,strongandhealthythank

you(shelookedpissedwhenansweringabouther

son)butamafraidkingMphenduloisnomore,he



diedinamotorbikeaccidentafewdaysago

Sphamandlawaspissed,Ihaveneverseenhimlike

that

Sphamandla:(hewasgrabbingNomabyher

clothes)andyouareonlytellingusnow?,whatthe

helldidyoudotomyfather?,answerme,answer

medamnit.

Nothiscan'tbe,Isuddenlyfeltthishotair,I

couldn'tbreath,Iwasdizzy,Ifaint

IwakeupandIwassurroundedbyeveryone

Me:pleasetellmeMphenduloisstillaliveandthis

wasjustonebaddream

Bandile('crying)heisgonemom,dadisgone.

Me:whenaretheybringingbackhisbody?,Iwant

toseehim.

Noma:IhadhimcrematedIcouldn'thandlethe

pain.

Me:youdidwhat?,howcouldyoubesoselfish,

youungratefullittlewitch



Noma:thereistheNomanceboiknow,Iknewshe

wassomewhereintherehidding,youthinkam

beingselfishnow?,getready,'youhavenotseen

anything,thisisjustthebeginning,thisisthe

returnofqueenNoma

Me:whatareyougoingonabout?

Noma:youseemydarlinghusbanddidn'twantme

andoursontosuffer,helefteverysinglethingto

meandourson,healsomadesureheisthenext

king,sinceheisstillyoung,Iwilltakeoveruntilhe

istwentyone.

Me:youarecrazyMphendulowouldn'tdothatto

meandourson's,hegroomedsphamandla

tobethenextkingfromthedayhewasborn

Noma:wellnewsflash,sphamandlaisnotthenext

king,hereitisinblackandwhite(shethrows

documentsatme)

Myson'swereallshocked

Bandile:ma,thiscan'tbe,thisdocumenthastobe

fake,dadwouldn'tdothistous.



Noma :goandhaveyourlawyersandyourdad's

lawyerlookatthedocuments

Sphamandla:thisisfarfromover,youhearme

bitch?

Noma:herewego,wehavenowresortedtoname

calling,sinceaminchargeamgivingyoualltwo

daystoleavetheroyalpalace

Unathi:andwhereintheworldarewesupposedto

go?

Noma:youareallgrownupman,sofigureitout,

don'tcareifyouareonthestreetsoryougotohell

,bythewayBandileyouarefiredeffective

immidiately.

Bandile:what?

Noma:youheardme,Iwouldlovetostayand

urguewithyouallday,butIhavealottodoasyou

cansee.(sheleaves)

Sphamandla:maIhavetwowivesandfivekidsto

takecareof,howcandaddothistomeandmy

brothers?



Me:'relaxIwillgetalawyertohavealookatthis,

thisisnotoveryet

Unathi:inthemeantimeIwillgetanestateagentto

findusahousewecanalllivein

Bandile:goodthinkingIwillhelpyouwiththat.

Myson'sleave,howdareMohendulodoesthisto

Me?,meofallpeople.

[09/30,11:15] :Insert86

Thando

IhadacceptedthefactthatBandileloveszoeybutI

stilldidn'twantheranywherenearmychild,mom

anddadnowtrustedmewiththegirls,Ihadthem

foraweek,Iwasbusywatchingtv,Nandiphawas

takingcareofthegirls,whenmyphonerings,it

wasqueenmother

Me:queenmother

Nomcebo/queenmother:Thandohowareyou?



Me:amgoodandyouqueenmother?

Nomcebo/queenmother:notsogood,canwe

meet?

Me:asinnow?

Nomcebo/queenmother:yesofcourse

Me:wheredoyouwanttomeet?

Nomcebo/queenmother:starbucks

Me:finegivemethirtyminutes(ihangup)

ItellNandiphaamgoingout,Ieventuallyarraiveat

starbucks,Ifindqueenmotherwaitingforme,we

greetandhugg

Nomcebo/queenmother:thingsarebadatthe

royalhouse,Mphendulohadanaccidentona

motorbikeandhepassedon

Me:what?noma,amsosorryforyourloss

Nomcebo/queenmother:thecherryontopisthat

hedidn'tleaveadimeformeandourkids,heleft

everysinglethingandimeaneverysinglethingto

thatwitchwithabroomNomathemba



Me:thekingwouldn'tdothistoyouandyourkids,

Idoubtit.

Nomcebo/queenmother:hedid,heevenmade

herstupidsonhisheir

Me:noma,IthoughtSiphamandlawasnextinline

tobeking?.

Nomcebo/queenmother:notanymore,Ineed

yourhelp

Me:amallears

Nomcebo/queenmother:Ineedtwomillionrands

andaplacetostay

Me:(ichokeonthecoffeeIwasdrinking)amsorry

mabutIdon'thavethatkindofmoney,Itookmost

ofmymoneyandboughtmyhouseandasfor

stayingwithmeIdon'tthinkBabaandmamawill

agree,notafterwhathappenedwithNthando.

Queenmother/Nomcebo:soyouareleavingme

outinthecold,aftereverythingIhavedoneforyou.

Me:andwhatexactlyhaveyoudoneforme?,all

youeverdidwastogetmyhopesuponlyformeto



endupwithabrokenheart,amdonewiththatlife,

youhearme,amdone,youandyourfamilycango

tohellforallIcare.

Iwasupset,Igetupandleave,Iwasbusyonmy

phonewhenIbumpintosomeoneandmyphone

falls,Ilookupanditwasthemosthandsome

creatureever,IwaslovestruckItellyou,fuck

brokeBandile,fuckstupidNthandothiswasmy

man

Handsomeman:sosorryIwasn'tlookingwhereI

wasgoing

Me:iwasntlookingwhereiwasgoingeither

Hepicksupmyphone

Handsomeguy:guessIoweyouanewphone,

howaboutwegogetyouone?,amGreggbythe

way.

Me:andamThando,youwanttogetmeanew

phoneasinnow?

Gregg:whynot

Wegototheshopsandhebuysmeaphonejust



likethat,hegivesmehisbusinesscard

Iwasagirlinlove,Ijusthopeheisnotmarriedlike

Nthandocauseamdonechasingaftermarriedman

.

Zoey

Lifeasweknowitwasabouttochange,my

husbandwasnowunemployed,Idon'tknowwhere

thissuddenbadluckwascommingfrombutitwas

bad,Unathiwasloosingmajorclients,sphamandla

didn'tevenknowwhattodoandtotopitallqueen

Nomawasthrowingusallout

Iwasbusypackingourbagswhenqueenmother,

Minnie,khanyiandsihlecometomydoorstep

Sihle:soyouhavestartedpackingalreadythat

wasfast.

Queenmother:Iknewitthisthingisleavingmy

son,typicalgolddiggerbehaviour

Me:whatareyoutalkingabout?



Sihle:sheisjuststatingtheobvious,youare

packingupandleavingBandile

Me:andwhyintheworldwouldIleavemyhusband

?,ImadeavowbeforeGodandmanforbetterfor

worseremember?

Queenmother:sowhatareyoudoing?

Khanyi:doyouallhatezoeythatmuch?,it's

obvioussheispackingupbecauseweareallbeing

thrownoutofthepalace

Zoey:atleastsomeoneotherthanMinniehas

commonsense

Aswewerestillbickering,Unathi,Sphamandla,

MpumieandBandilecome

Queenmother:didyoumanagetogetusadecent

houseatleast.

Unathi:itisnotexactlyroyalstandardsbutitisfine

,Idon'tknowhowwearegoingtodothis

Eightadultsanninekidsplusoneontheway.

Mpumie:amjustgladamwithTrina



Sihle:whatever,thereisnowayamlivingina

crowededhouselikethatSpha,makeaplanforme

andthekids

Spha:andhowintheworldamIsupposedtodo

that?,whenallthemoneyIhadwenttowards

buyingahousewithNathiandAndile,stopbeing

suchaspoiledbratandpleaseacceptthatwe

noongeehavetheluvishlifestyleyouareused

AswewerestilltalkingQueenNoma,don'teven

knowwhyamcallingherthatcausesheisjust

heartless,coldandmean

QueenNoma:goodyouareallhere

Queenmother:whatisitthistime?

QueenNoma:Ijustwantedtomakesureyouareall

packedandreadytogo

Sphamandla:thisisnotovernotbyalongshotam

goingtogetalawyer

QueenNoma:goahead,wastewhateverlittle

moneyyouhaveonlawyers,mylawyerswillbe

waitingtohearfromyourlawyers.



Queenmother:ifyouthinkamjustgoingtoroll

overandplaydeadwhileyoutakeeverythingthat

belongtomeandmykidsyouhaveanotherthing

comming.

QueenNoma:justfaceityouhavelostNomcebo,

theworstyoucandoiskillme,eventhatwon'tbea

solutiontoyourproblemcauseifIdieMqobi

inheritseverything,soifyouwereplanningon

killingmebettergobacktothedrawingboard.

Queenmother:whosaidanythingaboutkillingyou

bitch?

QueenNoma:iknowyou,youallbetterbegoneby

tommorrow.

Unathi:don'tworrywewillbegone.

QueenNoma:good.(sheleaves)

Me:Iguessyouallbettergetstartedwiththe

packing

Theyallleave,itwasjustme,Bandileandthe

twinswhoweresleeping,hehelpsmepackup

whatweneededandleave,whatwedidn'tneed



behind.

Queenmother

Icouldn'tbelieveitwasThandowhohasturneher

backonme,whenineededhermost,Ihadnoidea

whatIwasgoingtodoaboutNoma'ssudden

powertrip,Ihatetoadmititbutthedamnbitchis

right,evenifikillherIwon'tgetacent,Ihaveto

comeupwithaquicksolution,IwillbedammedifI

rolloverandplaydeadwhilethebjtchtakes

everythingthatbelongstome,Itakemyphoneand

callNthandowhogivesmehalfamillion,how

exactlywasIsupposedtosurvivewiththat?,when

thereisoverfivebillioninourfamilytrust,there

hastobeawayformetogetmyhandsinthat

money,Ijusthaveto.

IstartpackingmyclothesandeverythingIneed,I

finishpackingandgotobed,Ican'tbelievethisis

goingtobemylastnightinmyownhouse,fuck

youMphendulo,fuckyou.



Idon'tevenknowhowImanagedtofallasleep.

[09/30,11:16] :Insert86

Zoey

Todaywasmovingday,me,Bandileandthetwins

wereinmycar,khanyiandthetripletswerewith

queenmother,MinnieandUnathiwerewiththeir

sonandKhanyi'sfirstdaughter,sihlewaswith

Sphamandlaandtheirtwokids,wehadloadedour

belongingsintwoahugetrucks,wegettothenew

house,weallgetoutofourcars,wegetintothe

house

Sihle:yoohtalkaboutadowngrade.

Queenmother:howamIsupposedtosurviveina

dumplikethis?.

Sphamandla:canwepleasejustbegreatfulto

havearoofoverourheadplease.

Minnie:Isecondthat.



Sihle:it'sobviousqueenmothergetsthebestroom

,sowhogetsthesecondbestbedroom?

Sphamandla:Thereisacottage,khanyiandthe

kidswillbeusingthecottage,motherwillhave

themasterbedroom,therestofyoucanSort

yourselvesout.

Sihle:IthinkIshouldbethefirstonetopickupthe

room

queenmotherandkhanyiweresortedsothey

remainedinthelivingroomwiththekids,whilewe

goandcheckouttherooms

Sphamandla:andhereisbedroomnumbertwo

Sihle:thisroomissosmallisnotevenhalfofmy

closetSphamandla

Minnie:willyoupleasestopcomplainingabout

everyfreakingthing,it'ssoannoyingandit's

gettingonmydamnnerversandiwilltakethe

damnroom

Sphamandla:okaythen,Iguessitissettled,

bedroom twobelongstoMinnie



Wegotothenextbedroom

Sphamandla:andhereisbedroomnumberthree

Sihle:reallySphamandla?,myoldclosetwas

betterthanthis

Me:fineBandileandiwilltaketheroom

Wethenproceedtothefourthbedroom,whichI

guesssihleisgoingtobeusing

Sphamandla:andhereisthefourthbedroom

IsobadlywantedtolaughbutIhadtocompose

myselfwhileMinnielaughsherassoff

Sihle:isthissomekindofajoke?,whyshouldI

getthesmallestroom spha?,alittleheadsup

WouldhavebeenhelpfulSphanowamstuckwith

thisroomandyouknowamclusterphobicSpha,

zoeyandiwillhavetoswitchroomssinceshegot

agoodroom

Bandile:that'sit,amsotiredofyourattitude,zoey

andiwilldonosuchthing,youcangotohellforall

Icare,sphabropleasedotellthisslayqueenof

yoursthatlifedoesn'trevolvearoundher



Andlikethathewasgone,Iguesshehadgoneto

ourroom

Themovingcompanybringsourluggagesinside

thehouse,Istarttaking,outbagstoourroom,I

findbandilesittingonthevergeofthebed

Bandile:Iwouldn'tblameyouifyouwantedto

leave,thisisnotanidealsituationZoey,Ihave

lostalmosteverything,Ihavefailedyouandihave

failedourkids.

Me:BandileIdon'tcareaboutmaterialthings,I

havebeenspoiledbydad,mom,Anthonyandyou

tolastmealifetime(Isaysittingbesidehim)

besidesnoconditionispermanent,amsureitis

justamatteroftimebeforewegetbackonourfeet

andthefactthatwearestilltogetherafterallthe

stormsthatcameourway,meansourloveforeach

otherwillseeusthrough

Bandile:howarewegoingtodothisZoey?

Me:wellwedon'tneedthreecars,amsurewecan

sellmycarandtheAudiA6

Bandile:nozoey,wecan'tsellyourgift,thatwasa



giftfromme.

Me:Iinsists,thatwayyouwillowemeacar

Bandile:fineIWillsellthosetwocars.

Me:goodnowcheerup,causeamnotgoing

anywhereandidon'tcareifweenduponthe

streetsBandile,whereveryougo,Igotilldeathdo

ispart.

Bandile:thankyoumyloveforbeingthestrong

womanthatyouare.

Wegodownstairwhereeveryonewas

Queenmother:nowthateveryoneisherewecan

talkchores

Sihle:amnotdoinglaundry,cookingordoingthe

dishes,Iwillcleanthough

Minnie:fine,Iwilldothedishes

Khanyi:Zoeyandiwillbeinchargeofcooking

Queenmother:IguessIwilldolaundry,sphacan

youpleasegetBellatocomeandhelpoutwhenshe

anotattheroyalhouse.



Spha:fineIwillseewhattodo

Queenmother:IguesskhanyiandZoeybetterget

startedonthedinner

Khanyiandigetstartedondinner,whileothers

wherebusypacking.

Bandile

ThankGodIhavemywifebymyside,Sphamandla

,Unathiandiweresittingoutside

Sphamandla:sogentleman,howiseverything

going?,apartfrom sihlebeinganabsolutepainin

theass,amfine,khanyiisbeingacompleteangel.

Unathi:Minnieishandlingeverythinglikeaprobro,

soallIhavetodoistofindawaytogetmyclients

backandwewillbegood.

Me:meanwhileZoeyisbeingmysuperwoman

now,amimpressed,shedefinatelyhasgrown,

sheevenofferedtosellthecarIboughtforher



wedidn'tseemomapproaching

Mom:oohmyGodshedidwhat?

Me:yesmomwearesellingzoey'scarandthe

AudiA6,WewanttostartalegacyforLwazi,

KhweziandNomcebo

Mom:it'sclearthetwoofyouhavegonenuts,

anywayletmemindmyownbusiness

Momleaves

Sphamandla:youareoneluckydude,sihlewill

definatelykillmeifIweretobringupsellingher

car

Me:don'tworrybroeverythingwillbefine

Unathi:Ineedsomedamnalcohol,wannagoto

thepalaceandgetsomeofdad'sexpensivewhisky?

Sphamandla:Idon'tthinkthatwitchNomathemba

orwhatevertheycallher,willevenletusanywhere

neartheroyalpalace,soiguessweonlyhaveour

whiskytodrink

Unathi:fineIwillgoandgetthewhiskey



Hegoesandgetthealcohol,hecomesbackwe

drinkwhilewetryandfigureoutawaytogetoutof

thismess.

Thando

IkindafeltguiltyaboutwhatIdidtoqueenmother

butitwasnecessarytocutalltieswiththatwoman,

thatwomanisnothingbutpoison,Iwasstilllostin

myownthoughtswhenGreggcalls

Gregg:hellowbeautiful,howareyou

Me:(withahugesmileonmyface)flutterywillnot

getyouanywherewithmeMr

Gregg:andiwantedtoaskyouout.

Me:fine,Imightjustsayyesifyouasknicely,I

saybittingmylowerlip.

Gregg:fine,willbethereateighttopickyouup

Me:heeyyouarecheatingIdon'trememberyou

askingmeoutormesayingyes



Gregg:eighto'clockitis.

Me:amanwhoknowswhathewantsandisnot

afraidtogooutandgetit,isamanaftermyown

heart

Gregg:seeyouateightthen.

Me:can'twait.

Hehangsup,Iimmediatelytothesalontogoand

getmyhair,Nailsandmakeupdone

Iwasoncloudnine,itwasfinallymyturntobe

happyandiintendedonenjoyingeveryminuteofit.

[09/30,11:16] :Insert87

Zoey

Ihadtowakeupearlysince,khanyiandiwereon

breakfastduty,Igotothebathroomandtotakea

shower,thewaterwassodamncold,Ican't

believesihlefinishedhotwater,whotakesa

showerforanentirerhour?Andwherewasshe



goingtothisearlyanyway,Ifinishmycoldshower,

lotionandgetdressed,Igodownstairswhere

khanyiwaswaitingforme,westartwithbreak

fast,afterwearedone,IgoandwakeBandileup

Bandile:babycometobedplease

Me:noBandile,getupsoyoucantakeashower

beforetheyfinishhotwaterandsomeoneoccupies

thebathroom

Bandile:fine,damnImissmyhouse,amancan't

evengethismorninggloryinthisdamnplace(he

kickstheblanketsandhegetsup)

Me:amsureacoldshowerwillmakesureyouare

fine

Igodownstairs,queenmotherhadherown

bathroom,soshewasreadyandalldolledup,

khanyiandSphamandlatookashoweratthe

cottage,Bandilewastakingashowersoitwas

nowjustMinnieandUnathi

Everyoneeventuallymakesitdownstairs,wehave

ourbreakfast



Queenmother:soeveryonewhatareyourplans

fortheday?

Sphamandla:Bandile,Unathiandiaregoingto

meetupwithdad'slawyer

Khanyi:Iwillbeherelookingafterthetriplets

Sihle:sinceIcan'tgoshopping,Iwillbejusthere

doingnothingasusual

Minnie:Ialsodon'thaveplans,Isubmitted

severalapplicationsforajob,hopefullyIwillget

onesoon

Me:MinniecanyoupleaselookafterLwaziand

Khweziamgoingtomeetupwithmybrother.

Queenmother:soyoucanaskhimtohelpyougo

home?

Bandile:motherthatiscold,canyoupleaseletmy

wifebe?

Queenmother:fine,Iwillletyourpreciouswifebe.

Minnie:it'sfineZoeyIwilllookafterthetwins.

Me:thankyou,nowifyouwillexcuseMeIhaveto



go

IkissBandileonthechickandileave,mycarwas

notsoldyetsoIgetintomycaranddriveto

Anthony's office

IgettherehisP.Alet'smein

Me:heeydweeb

Anthony:dumbhead

Hegetsupandgivesmeahugg

Me:missmethatmuch?

Anthony:youhavenoidea,Brittinyandialmost

gotmarriedwithoutyou,youknow.

Me:thankGodorIwouldhaveskinnedyoualive

dweeb

Anthony:sohowareyou?

Me:amgoodbutnotsogood,thingsarebad

Anthony,myhusband'sfamilylosteverythingto

thesecondwife(isaycrying)

Anthony:calmdownandexpaineverythingtome.



Me:kingMphendulogotinvolvedinamotorbike

accident,hiswifenomathembahadhim

cremated,apparentlyhelefteverything toher

andtheirson,sowehavenothing,amnotasking

forahandoutoranythingbutIneedajobAnthony

Anthony:dadisgoingtofreakoutanddemand

youcomehome

Me:pleasedon'tsayawordtohim,soregarding

thejob?

Anthony:well,youareinluckourreceptionistjust

resignedtoday,Idon'tknowifthatjobwillbegood

enoughforyou,butthatiswhatisavailableatthe

moment

Me:beggerscan'tbechoosers,thankyouso

muchAnthonyandbythewaywearesellingmy

carandtheAudiA6andnohedidn'tforcemeor

suggestthat,itwasmyidea,Ineedtomymake

suremybabiesfutureisgood.

Anthony:lookatyoudumbhead,allgrownup(he

fakescrying)amoneprouddad(hesayswiping

hisfaketears)nowbacktoseriousbusinessyou



cancomeandsignthecontracttommorrowwith

HRandonceyourcarissoldIcanborrowyoumy

poloTSIsinceitwasyourbabyanyway

Me:really?,thankyoudweeb.

Anthony:yourwelcome,sodoyouhaveany

money?.

Me:IhaveR30tomynameAnthony.

Anthonytransfersfivethousandintomyaccount,i

thankhimandileave,IknowIwon'tbepaidmuch

butitisagoodstart.

IgohomeandIcheckonmybabieswhowere

busyplayingwithoutacareintheworld ,IwishI

wasakidagain

Khanyicomes,wepereparelunchforqueenmother

andisladies,sinceBandile,sphaandNathiwhere

notaround

Wewerebusyhavinglunch

Sihlec:soIheardyouaresellingyourcar?

Me:yesIam,Ialsogotajobasareceptionistat

mybrother'scompany



Sihle:goodforyou,Iwillwaitforsiphamndlatofix

thismessandamnotsellingmycar

Queenmother:soyouweregoingtolookforajob?

Me:yesqueenmother.

Queenmother:andwhodoyouthinkwilllookafter

thetwins.

Me:don'tworryaboutthem,Iwilldropthemata

daycarecenterordropthemathomeandsisflo

willlookafterthem

Queenmother:Iseeyouhavethoughtof

everything,howareyougoingtodothatsinceyou

aresellingyourcar?

Me:actuallymybrotherofferedmehisothercar

poloTSIuntillIgetbackonmyfeet.

Queenmother:Isee

Sihle:talkaboutadowngrade.

Khanyi:justignoresihle,Iwishmytrippletswere

allgrown,soIcanlookforajoborworkonopening

myveryownlawfirm



Me:don'tworrytheywillgrowupbeforeyouknow

it,thenyoucanworkonopeningalawfirmgirl

Khanyi:thankyou

Minnie:Ihavetwointerviewslinedupso,IguessI

mightfindsomething

Queenmother:Ihaveanimportantmeetingwith

anoldfriend

Me:goodluck.

Queenmother:thankyou

Wefinishupourlunchqueenmotherleaves,sihle

goestoherroom,Minnie,khanyiandidecideto

somegirlgettogetheratthecottagewithoutkids

Bandile

Unathi,Sphamandlaandimadeourwaytodad's

lawyer'soffice,hisP.Atellustowaitforhimfor

aboutanhoursincehehadameeting,afterabout

twohoursofwaiting,hefinallylet'susin



Dad'slawyer:Gentleman,towhatdoiowethis

visit?

Sphamandla:amsuremystepmothertoldyouwas

hadpassedon.

Dad'slawyer:yesshedidandmycondolencesto

thefamily

Sphamadla:thankyou

Dad'slawyer:nowhowcanIbeofhelptoyou?

Me:wejustwanttoverifyifthisisalegit

document

Dad'slawyer:thatdocumentislegit,Idraftedit

myself,itisasifheknewhetimewaslimited,

blesshissoulandmayherestinpeace.

Sphamandla:dadwouldn'tdothistous,yeshe

hadthedocumentdraftedbuthowarewesureheis

theonewhosignedthisdamndocument,Ineeda

handwritingexpectandamstillgoingtochallenge

this,therearefundsinthattrustfundmybrothers

andiworkedhardtosecure

Dad'slawyer:don'twasteyourtimeandfunds,I



canassureyouyourdadsignedthatdocument.

Unathi:andhowthefuckarewesupposedto

survive?

Dad'slawyer:Isuggestthethreeofyouget

whateverfindsyoucanandstartafreshandyou

Unathihireyourbrotherstohelpturnyourcompany

around

WewerestillbusytalkingwhenNomathembawalks

in

Sphamandla:(hewaspissed)andwhatisthis

witchdoinghere

Dad'slawyer:sheisnowmyclient,nowifyouwill

excuseus,wewillbewaitingtohearfromyour

lawyer.

Mybrothersandigetupandweleave,wedrive

home

Wegethome,Igostraighttomyroom,Ifindmy

wifeputtingtogetheracoupleofoutfits

Me:babyandwhatdoyouneedthosefor?

Zoey:oohIthoughtIwillsharethenewswithyou



later,IgotajobasareceptionistatAnthony's

company,Iknowit'snotmuchbutit'sagoodstart

Me:amhappyforyou,sphaandiaregoingto

workforUnathiandgettoturnhiscompanyaround

Zoey:thatisgoodandhowdiditgowiththe

lawyer?

Me:apprentlythedocumentisreal,washashis

lawyerdraftit.

Zoey:amsorrytohearthat,pleasefindbuyersfor

thosecarsandsoonplease.

Me:dontworrybabyiwill.

sheleavesandigoonlinetocheckforpossible

clienonmylaptop

Queenmother/Nomcebo

Afterlunchwiththeladies,igoandmeetupwith

anoldfriendofmine,thewomanwasloaded

Me:Jane,maryjaneSixwale



Jane:Nomcebo,queenNomceboDlamini(she

saysgivingmeahugg).

Wesitdownandorderfood,Iwasn'thungrybuti

eatanyway.

Jane:Ihaven'theardfromyousinceweleft

college

Me:Iknow,Ihavebeenabadfriend,averybad

friendandamsorry.

Jane:it'sfine

Me:Janeineedyourhelpamindeeptrouble,am

broke,longstorydon'tevenask.

Jane:Icangiveyoutwomillion,allyouhavetodo

issmugglesomethingforme.

Me:IhaveneverdonethatbeforeandwhatisIget

caught?.

Jane:fine,iwillmakeitgivemillionsinceitis

illegal,twopointfivemillionupondepartureand

twopointfivemillionondelivery

Me:wehaveadealandthisisaonceoffthing,ifi

succeedamnotdoingitagain.



Jane:deal.

Me:bythewaywhatdoyouwantmetosmuggle

in?

Jane:thebiggestdiamondyouhaveeverseenand

amtrustingyoutodeliverorwearegoingtohavea

seriousproblem.

Me:andwhereamigoing?

Jane:Australia

Me:what?,haveyouseehowrightsecurityisin

Australia?

jane:relaxandstopwatchingtoomuchboarder

petrol.

Wefinishupandshetellsme,shewillbeintouch,

asIwasabouttoleave,IbumpintoThandoandi

guesshernewman,sinceshewasalloverhim

Thando:queenmother?

Me:IguessItisjustqueensincemysonwon'tbe

theheirtothethrone

Thando:babythisisNomcebo'sgrandmother,



queenNomceboDlaminiandmathisismy

boyfriendGregg

GreggextendshishandforahandshakeWeshake

hands

Me:nicetomeetyouGregg

Gregg:nicetomeetyoutooqueenNomcebo

Thando:sowhatbringsyouherema?

Me:iwasmeetingoneofmyfewtrueloyalfriends

Thando:(lookingdown)isee.

Me:andIguessthetwoofyouarenoadatesoI

willleaveyouyoungstertoit.

Ileavethemandigotomycar,Icouldn'tstop

thinkingaboutthehugeriskamabouttotake,but

amdoingthisformykidsfuckMphenduloandhis

royalmoney.

[09/30,11:16] :Insert88

Zoey



Todaywasmyfirstdayatwork,Iwasnervousand

excitedatthesametime,wokeupprettyearly,since

Iwasonbreakfastduty,Imakebreakfastfor

everyone,Igotothecottageandgetthetwins

ready,itwashardworkbutitwasallworthit,Ithen

goandgetready,bandilewasgoingtobelooking

afterthetwinswhilewemakeaplan,Igetintomy

cargettoworkontime

AnthonygetshisP.Atoshowmetheropes,Iwas

slowlybutsurelygettingthehangofthings,Iwas

stillbusylearninghowtooperatetheswitchboard,

whenthiswellputtogetherrudelady,whoselooks

justscreammoneycomestothereception

Woman:Iwanttoseeyourboss.

Me:letmecheckforyouifheisavailable.

Woman:doyouknowwhoIam?,IamJaneSexwale,

thebiggestclientthiscompanyhas

Me:mampleaseletmecallhimandfindoutifheis

freeatthemoment.



Jane:youbetterdothatgirlcauseIdon'thave

timenorthepatienceforthisshit.

IwasbusycallingAnthony'sP.Awhenherphone

rings

Jane:amheretoseethisAnthonyguy,wonder

wherehegothiscluelessbarbiedoll,thelittlebitch

issodamnluckyaminagoodmoodcausemy

friendhasagreedtosmugglethediamondforme

fromAustralia

Caller:...............

Jane:sheissomedownandouthasbeen

desperateQueen,youmightknowher,hernameis

NomceboDlamini

Iimmediatelyhangupthephoneandremovemy

nametagwhichwaswrittenZoeyDlamini

Jane:thebitchknowshowdangerousAustralian

boderlineis,butsheiswillingtotaketherisk,

dumbassifyouaskme.

Caller:.................

Jane:thecherryontopisamgivingherfivemillion



foradiamondworthhundredandtwentymillion,

amgonnahavetocomeupwithaplanb,causeif

thebitchgetscaughtsheisonherown.

Caller:..........

Jane:youtakeofit

Shehangsupandshecomestowardsme

Jane:wellishefree?

Me:ma'am

Jane:forgetithewillseeme,amJaneSexwale

ShegoestowardsAnthony'soffice,Igoafterher

tryingtostopher,youwouldthinkshewouldlisten

tome,butnosheburgesintoAnthony'soffice

Me:AnthonyamsorryItriedtostopher

Anthony:it'sokay,youcangoback

IleaveAnthony'soffice,Iwasstilltryingtodigest

thiswholething,howcanqueenmotherbeso

stupid?,thisisanalltimelowevenforher,Ididn't

knowwhatIwasgoingtodobecauseifItellspha

andBandiletheyaredefinitelygoingtokillher,



guessamgoingtohavetowearmybiggirlpanties

andwarnherifshedoesn'tlistentomesobeit.

Laterthatday

Itwasfinallyknockofftime,dispitesomefew

rudepeoplehereandthereandtheoldhaggcalled

JaneIwasfineandlookingforwardtocoming

backtoworktomorrow,myfeetwereliterallynumb,

Igethome,Bandilehadhotwaterwithfoambath

andmassageoilsreadyforme,Itakeaverylong

bath,godownstairstostartonsupperwithkhanyi,

everyoneexceptforkhanyiwhowaswiththekids

inthecottagegatheraroundthetable

Queenmother:nowthatmysonsarehere,Ihave

somethingtoshare

Gosh,myheartwasbeatingfastcauseIknewwhat

shewasabouttosay

Bandile:aslongasyouarenotdyingorsickplease

share



Queenmother:wellamnotsickordying,butIwill

beleavingforAustraliainacoupleofdays

Spha:noma,youcan'tseriouslyleaveusatatime

likethis

Queenmother:amdoingthisforourfamily,

besidesIwillonlybegoneforacoupleofdays

Me:areyousureyoudon'twanttocancelyourtrip,

justuntilthingsgetbetter

Unathi:IagreewithZoey,canyouevenaffordtogo

toAustralia?Unathi

Queenmother:amsureyouwillallbefine,

sphamandlahaskhanyiandsihle,Unathihas

MinnieandBandilehasyouZoey

Me:butitwon'tbethesameashavingyouhere

Sihle:ZoeywhydoIgetthefeelingyoudon'twant

queenmothertoleave?,ifitisforthegoodofthe

familylethergobesidesisnotlikeNompumello,

Bandile,SphaandUnathiarekids,theyarefull

grownadultswhocantakecareofthemselves

Queenmother:thankyouSihle,thenIguessitis



settledamleavinginacoupleofdays

Me:Ijusthaveabadfeelingaboutthiswholetrip.

Queenmother:andsincewhenareyouaprophet?

Me:youknowwhat?,forgetit,justhopeyoudon't

regretyourdecision

Queenmother:ifyouhavesomethingtosaysayit

Zoeyorshutup

Bandile:motherdon'tyouspeaktomywifelikethat

please.

Queenmother:anddon'tyouusethattonewithme

andfineamsorryZoey.

Weallkeepquietandhaveoursupper,Iwasso

tired,Ijustgotothecottageandtuckthetwinsin,I

goandjoinBandileinbed,Ikeptturningand

tossingthewholenight,Icouldntevenstopthinking

aboutthiswholequeenmothermess,IguessIhave

totellher,justtoclearmyconscience,sheisevilI

knowbutIhavetostopherforBandile'ssake.

Thando



ThingsbetweenmeandGreggweremovingqueit

soomthly,althoughIwasscaredbecausewewere

movingtoofast,Iwasonehappywoman,althoughI

didn'ttrusthimfully,afterwhatNthandodidtome,

Iwaslearningtoletgoandtrusthim,Iwasasleep

whenmyphonerings,IlookatthecallerIDandit

wasqueenmother,whatthehelldoesshewants?,I

justignoreherCallsandIthendecidetocallGregg

Gregg:heeybeautiful

Me:elwMrbeautiful(webothlaugh)

Gregg:Imissyou,howaboutweouttomorrow?

Me:howaboutyouformallymeetmygirls?

Gregg:Iwouldlovethat,howaboutwegotothe

parkforapicnic?

Me:excellentidea,Iwillgeteverythingready.

Gregg:thenitisadate.

Me:seeyoutomorrowmylove,loveyou.

Me:Iloveyoutoobaby.



Wehangup,Iwasonehappywoman.

[09/30,11:16] :Insert89

Zoey

Igetupandgoaboutmynormalroutine,afteram

done,IcomeandwakeBandileup,whosaidhehad

animportantmeeting,soIaskedmomifsisFlocan

lookafterthetwins,sothetwinsweregoingtobe

insisflo'scaretoday,wegodownstairs,unathi

andsphamandlahadleftalready,khanyiwasinthe

cottagewiththekids,sihleapparentlylefttogovisit

herparentsfora"fewdays",Minniehadan

interviewsoshewasinherroom,preparingforthat,

Bandilejustgrabsanappleandtwobananasand

hewasout

Queenmother:Iguessitisjustyouandme

Me:Iguessso

Ipullupachairandsitoppositequeenmother



Whojuststaresatme

Me:Idon'tgetit,whydoyouhatemesomuch?

,whyhaboursomuchangerandresentment

towardssomeonewhodoesn'tevenhaveaFibre

ofhatredinthem

Queenmother:let'sjustagreeourrelationshipis

justoneofthosethingsthatcan'tbefixed

Me:butcanyouatleastagreetobeciviltowards

me?

Queenmother:amnotpromisingyouanythingbut

Iwilltry.

Me:canwepleasestartoveronanewslate

HI,am MelokuhlezoeyWilliams,wellDlamini

Iextendmyhandtoherforahandshake,shedoes

shakemyhand

Queenmother:AndamqueenNomceboDlamini

Bandile'smother,LwaziandKhwezi'sgrandmother

Me:nowthatwehavestartedonacleanslate,I

knowit'sabsolutelynoneofmybusinessbutcanI

talktoyouaboutyourtriptoAustralia?.



Icouldtellshewasnownervouscauseherheart

wasbeatingoutofherchestbutshemanagesto

keepcalm.

Queenmother:whataboutmytriptoAustralia?,am

goingandnothingwillchangemymind.

Me:wellIwilltellyouanyway,Iknowyouare

goingtosmuggleadiamond

Shewasshocked,thelookonherfacewas

priceless

Queenmother:wherethehelldidyougetthat?,are

youspyingonme?.

Me:what?Ofcoursenot,yourfriendJanewasat

myworkplaceyesterday.

Queenmother:what?Andshejustblurtoutthatam

goingtosmuggleadiamond?

Me:wellnotexactly,shewastellingsomeoneshe

wasinagoodmoodbecause"herhasbeen

desperatequeenfriend"hasagreedtosmugglea

diamondforher.

Queenmother:noZoey,areyousureyouare



sure?,Janewillneverdothattome.

Me:don'tbesosureandfromwhatshesaidyour

servicesseemquietcheapfivemillionfora

Diamondworthhundredandtwentymillion

Queenmother:what?

Me:andshedidsayifyougetcaughtyouareon

yourown.

Queenmother:soifIgotcaughtthebitchwas

goingtoletmerotinjail?

Me:yesofcourse,nowifyouwillexcusemeI

havetogogetthetwinsbeforeIbecomelatefor

work

Queenmother:Zoeywhoelseknowsaboutthis?.

Me:justme,you,Janeandwhoevershetold

Queenmother:soyoudidn'ttellBandile?

Me:doyouthinkwewouldbehavingthis

conversation,ifBandileknew?

Queenmother:ofcoursenot,thankyou.

Me:justsortyourmessoutandpleasejustmake



sureyourfrienddoesn'tknowyougotallthis

informationfromme.

Igetupandgotakethetwins,Itakethemtomycar

dropthemoffatmyparent'shouseandIdriveto

work.

Queenmother

AfterthebombZoeydroppedonmethismorning,I

wasstilltryingtodigestthewholething,clearly

ZoeywastellingthetruthbecauseIforonedidn't

tellasinglelivingsoul,Iwillbesmugglinga

diamond,butIwonderwhyshechosetosavemy

skin,Ihavenotexactlybeenbeenmotherinlawof

theyear.

ItakemynumberandIdialJane'snumber

,sheagreestomeetwithmeatarestaurant

Igetreadytogoandmeetwiththebitch

,Ifinallygettotherestaurant



Jane:mygoodfriend,howhaveyoubeen?,ready

foryourlittleadventureinAustralia?

Me:yesiamreadytosmugglethediamond,how

muchisthediamondworthagain

Jane:(shechokesonthecoffeeshewasdrinking)

it'sworthtenmillion.

Me:andwhydoIhavetosmugglethediamond

backintothecountry,whynotbringitinlegally?

Jane:itisalotofworkandIdon'thavetimetodo

allthatshit.

Me:soyouwouldratherriskbeingarrested?

Jane:relaxfriendnooneisgoingtogetarrested,I

haveyourback.

Me:youaresofullofshit,youknowthat?

Jane:excuseme?,Iknowwearefriendsbutdon't

youdareandImeandaretalktomeinthatmanner.

Me:amnotandwillnevereverbefriendswitha

sarpentlikeyou,youareonedangeroussnake,this

hasbeendesparatequeen,haseverythingyou

couldeverwantandwishtohaveandamnotas



dumbasyouthinkIam,Iknowthediamondyou

wantmetosmuggleinisworthHundredand

twentymillion,thenexttimeyourunyourmouthoff

makesuretherearen'tanycameras,that'srightI

havebeenkeepmyeyeonyou,youcheapgold

diggingtrash.

Jane:heey,whothehelldoyouthinkyouare

talkingtomeinthatmanner?,amJaneSexwale,

peopletrembleatthemearmentionofmyname

bitch,youarenothingbutdesparatepatheticold

hagg

Me:andamfinewiththat,nowifyoudarecome

afterme,Ihaverecordedourentireconversation

andIhavesentittosomeoneyouwillneverknow

tohandtomylawyer,ifanythinghappenstomeor

anymemberofmyfamilybereadyfor

consequences,

hereisproof

Isendhertherecordingandshewasshocked

Me:nowifyouwillexcuseme,thisqueenwill

gracefullybowout



Ileavetherestaurantwithmyheadhelduphigh

anddrivestraighthome,thankGod,Zoeystopped

meintime,guessitsbacktothedrawingboard,I

guessIcouldstartoffbysellingsomeofmy

expensivejewelryIdon'tneedandgivethemoney

tomysonstokeeptheirbusinessafloat.

Thando

GreggandIhadtakenmygirlstothepark,itwas

amazing,hewasamazingwithmykidsandhehas

actuallyacceptedmeforme

Thetwinswerebusyplaying,itwasjustmeand

Gregg

Gregg:youknowamfallinginlovewithyoudayby

day

Me:(withahugesmileonmyface)thefeelingis

mutualMrModise

Gregg:howwouldyoufeelifIweretosaymarry

me.



Me:youarenotactuallyseriousareyou?

Gregg:Ihaveneverbeenmoreseriousinmylife,I

wanttomarryyouandmovewithyouandthegirls

toCanada.

Me:woow,butIhavetotalktomyparentsfirst

movingtoCanadaisahugedealandalsothegirls

fathers.

Gregg:justthinkaboutit.

Me:IdefinitelywillandyoudoknowIcan'tgive

youkidsright?

Gregg::IknowMaddisonandthegirlsareallthe

Kidswewilleverneed.

Me:youdefinitelyhavegivenmealottothinkabout

Gregg:takeyourprecioustime.

Me:nopressureright?

Gregg:nopressure

Wepackupeverything,thegirlsweregoingbackto

myparentshousetomorrow,soiwilldefinitely

havethetimeandspacetothinkaboutGregg's



proposal.

[09/30,11:17] :Insert90

Bandile

Ihadalatemeetingtodaywithaveryimportant

clientandtommorrowIwasmeetingupwith

potentialbuyersformycarswhileSphamandla

andUnathihadearlymeetingswithotherpotential

clients,soIknewtheyhadleftalready,Istillgot

upandhelpedZoeywithgettingthetwinsready,I

decidetoplaywiththetwinsforafewminutes

whileZoeygetsready,shecallsmetofinallysay,

sheisdone

Iwasgoingbacktothemainhouse,withdiva

(khwezi)onmyarm,whenIseemomandZoeyin

thekitchentogether,Iwasreadyforwar,whenI

notice,somethingstrange,theywerelaughingand

havingacupofteatogether

mom:youshouldhaveseenthelookonthebitch's



face

Zoey(laughing)MaIhopeyoudidn'tmentionmy

name.

Mom:ofcourseIdidn't.

Icoughsotheycannoticethatamintheroom

Me:someonepleasetellmethisisadreamandi

havetowakeuporhascallfinallyfrozeover?

Mom:ofcoursehellhasnotfrozeover,whydoyou

saythatson?.

Me:causeyouofallpeoplemaaresittingwith

Zoeyhavingalaughandsharingtea.

Mom:thingschangeson,peoplechange,seasons

changeallthetime,nowmovingon,IrealisedZoey

wasright,youguysneedme,soIhavecancelled

mytriptoAustralia.

Itouchherforehead

Mom:whatiswrongwithyou?

Me:Ijustwanttomakesureyouarefine,you

don'thavefeveroranythinganditisyoutalking



Mom:stopitBandileamfineandyesitisme

talking,IknowIhavebeenaterriblemotherinlaw

toZoeyandamtryingtofixthat

Me:Iseeandyoumadambettergetyourbagand

Lwazicauseyoudon'twanttobelateforwork

Zoeygetsupandgoestothecottageandcomes

backwithLwazi,shetakesherbag

Mom:Bandile,tellyourbrothersIwanttotalktoall

ofyoutonight

Me:maiseverythingfine?

Mom:yesthereisnothingtoworryabout

Me:momareyousure?

Mom:yesBandileamsure,nowgo

IhelpZoeygetthetwinsinmycar,shegetsin,we

dropthetwinsatherparent'shouse,Idropheroff

atwork,IproceedtowhereIwouldbehavingmy

meetingwithmyclient

Zoey



Iwashavingagooddayatwork,untillmydad

DamienWilliamsshowsup,lookingallangry

Dad:youAnthony'sofficerightnow.

Me:dadiseverythingfine?

Dad:youknowIdon'tliketalkingtoomuch,just

followme

Idoasdadsays,IfollowhimtoAnthony'soffice

Dad:sowhendidyouplanontellingmethatyour

husbandisbrokeandyouareafreaking

receptionist?

Me:oohthat,don'tworryBandileandihave

everythingundercontrol

Dad:noyoudon'tZoey,gopackyourbags,you

andthetwinsarecominghome.

Me:andwhathappenstomyhusband?

Dad:Irememberbringingonesonandoneson

onlyintothisearthsomyprioritynowisyou,your

Mom,yourbrotherandyourkids.



Me:dadamsorrybutthisisjusttheonetimeIwill

havetodisobeyyou,amnotleavingmyhusband

andcominghome

Dad:(pissed)finesuityourself

Dadleaves,itwasnowjustmeandAnthony

Anthony:dumbhead,areyoufine?

Me:Iwillbefinedweeb,nowletmegetbackto

work

Igetupandgetbacktomypost,Iworkuntillit

wasknockofftime,irequestforanubertotake

mehome

Igethome,khanyiwasresting,minnewasalso

sleeping,Ifindqueenmotherinthekitchen

Queenmother:helloZoeycanwehaveatalk?

Me:aslongasisnotafight,amnotinthemood

forafightnotafterthedayIhavehad

Queenmother:areyoufine?

Me:yes it'sjustdadwantedmeandthetwinsto

movebackhome,Irefusedsowearekindaofnot



inagoodplacerightnow.

Queenmother:youreallymustloveBandile

Me:yesIdoma,Bandileandihavebeenthrougha

lotbutourloveforeachotherwasusthrough

Queenmother:Iwantedustotalk,Ihavebeena

horriblehumanbeingtoyouandamsosorryfor

everythingZoey

Zoey:it'sfinema,it'swaterunderthebridge.

Queenmother:noit'snotfineZoey,noone

deservestobetreatedthewayItreatedyou.

Me:mareallyit'sfine,Ihaveletgoofeverything.

Queenmother:youtrulyareonespecialhuman

beingZoeyDlamini,yousavedmeaftereverything

Ididtoyou,youtrulyhaveonespecialheartand

don'tletanyonechangethat

Me:thankyouma

Queenmother:nowtoshowthatIhaveaccepted

youasadlaminibride,letmegiveyouahugg,so

wecantrulystartonacleanslate



Igetupandwehugg,whichreallyfeltstrangeand

awkwardatthesametime

Me:nowthatwearedone,letmegetstartedon

supper

Queenmother:sincekhanyiissleeping,Iwillhelp

you

wecookwhileexchangingsomefewreceipeshere

andthere,ImustsayIlovethissideofqueen

motherbetter.

Thando

TodayIwasatmyparentshousetotellthemabout

Gregg'sproposal,Iwasreallyreadyandkeenon

startinganewlifewithGregg,afterIhadexplained

everythingtothemtheywereshockedtothecore

Mom:whatdoyoumean,youwanttotakethegirls

andmovewiththemtoCanada?

Me:mapleaseletmemoveandstartanewlife

withGregg,themanthatlovesandadoresme



Dad:Thandoyouwanttogofine,youcangobut

thegirlsstay,Iwillpersonallymakesureboth

BandileandSanelefightyoutoothandnail

Me:it'slikeyouallforgettingSmangeleand

Nomceboaremybabiestoo,Ihaveasayinwhat

happensintheirlivestoo.

Mom:notwhenitinvolvesyoutakingmygrand

kidshalfwayacrosstheworld,never

Me:please,letmeandmygirlsgoandstartanew

life

Dad:youcan,butthegirlsaregoingnowhere

Mom:wheydoesn'tGreggtakehisdaughterand

moveherthisside,yourfathercanlethimrunone

ofhiscompanieswhilehelearnahowtorunhis

companyFromhereandhecanopenupanother

brunch

Me:fineIwillaskifitispossible

Dad:nowthatistheonlythingyouhavesaidthat

makessensesofar.

Iwasreallyupsetandangry,Igotomyroom,I



callGregg

Gregg:myoneandonlytruelove

Me:baby

Gregg:yousoundupset,whatiswrong?

Me:momanddadwon'tletmetakethegirlswith

metoCanada

Gregg:it'sfine,don'tstressIunderstandwhere

theyarecomingfrom,wearemovingquicklyand

theydon'tevenknowme,soIwillcomeandmeet

yourparents,thenwecantalkaboutLobolaand

thenwecantakeitfromthere

Me:really?,thankyoumylove,youareoneina

million.

Gregg:Iknowright,nowclamdown,everything

willworkout,trustme.

Me:Iknowmylove

Gregg:Iloveyoumommy.

Me:loveyoutooGregg

Wehangup,Igetintobed,Iwasreallyupsetmy



parentsdon'twanttoletgoifthetwins,haven'tI

paidenoughforwhatididtoZoey?andihavelet

herandherbrokehusbandbe,Itakemyphone,I

textbothSaneleandBandiletomeetwithme,they

allagree

Anhourlater

Ifinallygettotheresturantwhereiwasmeeting

bothaneleandBandile,Bandilewasalreadywaiting

forme,whileSaneleandigetinatthesametime

Bandile:Saneleyoualsogotsummoned?,this

mustbeprettyimportant

Me:(Isaysittingdown)yes,itisaboutthegirls.

Sanele:whataboutthegirls?

Me:ImayhavetorelocatewiththemtoCanada

Bandile:areyoucrazy?,Nomceboisnotgoing

anywhere

Sanele:soissmangele.



Me:thinkaboutit,yousanalehaveababyonthe

waywithyourwifeandyouBandileZoeygaveyou

twins,socanipleasekeepthegirls?

Sanale:notnow,notever.

Bandile:forgetit,wakeupandgetoutthedream

landyouarelivingin,mydaughterisnotmoving

halfwayacrosstheworld.

Sanele:manihaveheardenoughofthis,soam

readytoleave

Bandile:soamI

Theygetupandleave,itakemybaganddrive

home,IfindMomplayingwiththegirls,Ijoinin,

howamIsupposedtoleavewithoutmygirls.

[09/30,11:17] :Insert91

Nomcebo/queenmother

AftermylittlebondingsessionwithZoey,Idecided

amgoingtotheroyalhousetomeetupwith



Nomathembabeforemysonscomehome,Iget

intomycaranddrivetotheroyalhouse,Ican't

believethisisaplacemychildrenandIusedtocall

home,theguardstellmetowaitwhiletheyinform

"queenNomathemba"ofmypresence

Meanwhile

Nomathemba

IwasbusytalkingtokingMphenduloonthephone

Me:myloveIdon'tknowhowmuchlongerIcan

dothisfor,haven'tyourkidssufferedenough?King

Mphendulo:justhangintheremyloveplease

Iwasabouttoanswer,whentheroyalguardwalks

in

Me:canIhelpyousir?

Guard:yourmajesty,queennomceboisoutside

andshewantstoseeyou



Me:givemeaboutthirtyminutesandletherin

Guard:asyouwish(heleaves)

Me:Mphendulowhatifsheisheretokillme?,am

scared.

KingMphendulo:IdoubtitNomceboisnotthat

stupid,butforyoursafetyandpeaceofmindleave

thephoneon,hideitunderthecushionsoIcan

listenandrecordeverythingandmakesurethe

guardsarecloseby.

Me:goodthinking.(Ihidemyphoneandwaitfor

Nomcebo

Nomcebo

Iwaitforaboutthirtyminutes,whentheguards

finallyopenthegateforme,IparkmycarandIgo

inside

Nomathemba:towhatpleasuredoweowethis

visityourroyalhighness?,ifyouarehereforafight

youbettergetinthequecauseeveryoneisoutfor



myblood.

Me:noamnotheretofightbutheretotalktoyou

Nomathemba:goaheadamlistening

Me:lookIknowIhavebeeneviltowardsyouand

yourson........

Nomathemba:evildoesnotevenbegintodiscribe

whatyoudidtome.

Me:IknowbutIwenttoprisonandpaidformy

mistakes,sopleasedon'tletmychildrensufferfor

mymistakes,please,amnotsayinggivethemwhat

belongstoyoursonbutpleaseallowthemtocome

backtotheirfathershouseplease.

Nomathemba:youofallpeoplebergingme?,I

thoughtyourpridewon'tletyou

Me:whenyouareamotherandyouseeyourkids

struggle,nomatterhowgrowntheyare,youset

yourprideasideanddowhatyoucantohelpthem.

Nomathemba:fineIwillthinkaboutit,butifI

allowthemtocomebacktotheirhousestheymust

stopfightingmeandyoucan'tcomebackwith



them

Me:Iwilltalktothemandamfinewithstayingat

ourcurrenthouse.

Nomathemba:andhowdoIknowthisisn'tsome

sortofatrickandyouarenotgettingreadytokill

me?

Me:amtiredNomathemba,youcanevenaskZoey

wehavesmokedthepeacepipe.

Nomathemba:thenIguessitistruewhattheysay

povertywillhumbleyou

Me:youcanmockmeallyouwantbutpleasedon't

letmychildrensufferformymistakesafterallyou

weren'tsoinnocentyourself

Nomathemba:nowthat'sthenomceboweallknow,

Iwasjustwaitingforhertocomeout

Me:amjusttellingitfrommypointofviewyou

weresleepingwithamarriedman,IknowwhatIdid

wasextreme,butdidyouseriouslyexpectmetoroll

outaredcarpetforyouandwelcomeyouwithopen

arms?,Iwasinshockandbrokennotthatitisan



excuseforwhatIdid.

Nomathemba:fairenough,Iwillthinkaboutityou

cantakeyourleave

Me:absolutelythankyouforlisteningtome

Nomathemba:Ihopeyouknowthatthiswhatever

itisdoesn'tmakeusfriends

Me:Iknowwewillnevereverbefriends,nowif

youwillexcusemeIhavetogo

Ileave,getintomycarandIdrivebackhome

Nomathemba

IremovemyphonewhereIwashiddingit

Me:mykingareyoustillthere?

Mphendulo:yesIwaslisteningtoeverything,I

mustsayamshocked,Ithoughtshewasthereto

snatchyourwig,stratchyoureyesorsomething



Me:youseewhatIwastellingyou?,theyhave

sufferedenough,sheevenmadepeacewithZoey.

Mphendulo:fine,IWillthinkabouthowamgoing

tomakemycomeback.

Me:thankyou,Ijusthopeyourkidswillunderstand

andtheywon'thateyou.

Mphendulo:Ihopesotoomylove.

Ihangupandtakeafewmagazinesandreadwhile

Ihaveaglassofwine.

Zoey

Bandile,UnathiandSphamandlacamehomeall

superexcitedapparentlytheygotamajorclient,we

wereallsittingaroundthetablewhenQueenmother,

followedbymyparentswalkin

Me:mom ,dadwhatareyoudoinghere

Dad:wecametotakeyouhome.

Bandile:what?



Me:BandileIwillhandlethis,mom,dadcanItalk

toyouinprivateplease?

Bandile:Zoeywhatisgoingon?

Dad:amtakingmychildandmygrandkidswith

methatiswhatisgoingon.

Me:Bandilepleaseletmetalktomyparentsplease

Weleaveeveryoneinsidethehouseandwego

outside

Me:mom,dadwhatsortofembarrassmentisthis?

Mom::wehavetodosomething,wecan'tjustsit

andwatchwhileyousuffer

Dad:princesspleasecomehomewithus

Me:youtwoarenotbeingfairtobothmeandmy

husband,Ididn'tmarryBandileforthemoney,the

moneywasjustabonusandyoumomam

disappointedinyou,whatifitwasdadwhowas

broke,wouldyouleavehim?

Mom:ofcoursenotareyoucrazy?

me:thenwhyshouldmykidsandIleave?,Ididn't



knowmoneybymarryingBandile,yougaveme

everythingIhaveeverwantedandmore,you

shouldbeproudofthestrongwomanyouraised.

mom:amsorrybaby,areyousurethisiswhatyou

want?,theydidn'tthreatenyouoranythingdidthey?

dad:causeiftheydid,Iwillkillthemall.

me:ofcoursenot,amjustawomanwhoknows

whatshewants.

mom:finesweetheart,wewillletyoube

dad:andshouldyouwanttocomehome,ourdoor

isalwaysopenforyouandourgrandkids

me:Iwillkeepthatinmindthankyou.

myparentsleave,Igobackintothehouse

Bandile::Zoeyareyouleaving?

me:Bandilecanwetalk?

Bandilegetsupandgoesintothelivingroomwith

me

Bandile:pleasedon'tleavemeZoey,amnothing

withoutandthekids



me:ofcourse(hewasonthevergeoftears)am(he

startscrying)notleavingyou,youbigdummy

thelookonhisface

Bandile:really?

me:yesnowwipethosesillytears,youbigcry

baby.

bandile:zoeylookoutthereisacocroach.

youshouldhaveseenhowIflewandjumpedonto

bandile

me:oohmyGod,God

bandile:nowwhoisacrybaby?

me:sothereisnococroach?

Isayhittinghimonthechest

me:putmedownandIswearoneofthisdaysI

won'tbescaredofcocroachesanymore.

heputsmedownandwegobackintotheliving

room

khanyi:youarenotlivingareyou?



Minnie:pleasedon'tleaveZoey,justdon'tokay.

me:amnotgoinganywhere.

nomcebo/queenmother:good

weallsitandhavesupperafterthatqueenmother

callshersonsandgoestothelivingroomwith

them ,IwishIwasaflyonthatwallsocanhear

wantshewantstotellthem ,Minniewashesthe

disheswhilekhanyihelpsher,whileaminthe

cottagewiththekids.

[09/30,11:17] :Insert92

Bandile

MybrothersandIwereseriouslydoingthis,Ihad

soldtheA6andtheQ7,madeatrustfundformy

threekidswithhundredthousand,therestwe

investedinreinventingunathi'scompany,which

wasgoingtobeagreatinvestmentsincewegota

majorclienttoday,momhadcalledusforameeting



Unathi:momisthereanythingwrong?

Mom:noinfactamproudofyoumysons,things

arebadbutyouaremovingahead,thatiswhyI

wanttogiveyouthis

Shehandsuseverypieceofexpensivejewelryshe

haseverowned,amnotsureexactlyhowmuchitis

worthbutthestuffisworthmillions

Sphamandla:momareyousureaboutthis?

Mom:yesamsureson,yoursuccessmeansalot

tomethananypieceofjewelryandyoucanmakeit

uptomebymakingsureyouaresuccessfuland

buyme,jewelryexpensivemorethanthis

Unathi:thankyouma,thismeansalottous

Mom:amgladitmeansalottoyouguysandIalso

wenttoseequeenNomathemba,soyoucanmove

backtotheroyalpalace

Me:what?,howcouldyoudothatmom?,wewere

chasedoutlikedogs,amnotgoingbackthere

Sphamandla:soamI

Unathi:queenNomathembaorwhatevertheycall



hercantakeherroyalstatusandstickitupherass.

Mom:UnathistopitandIpromisedheryouwon't

befightingheranymore.

Sphamandla:manowyouareaskingforthe

impossibleandtoomuch.

Mom:SphamandlaIwantyouandyourbrothersto

promisemethatyouwon'tbefightingNomathemba

anymore,pleasedothisforme

Me:Ipromisema.

Unathi:Ipromisetoo

Mom:Sphamandla?

Hedoesn'tanswerher

Mom:Sphamandla?,spha?

Sphamandla:okayfineIpromisetoo

Mom:thankyouandpleasedon'tbreakyour

promiseplease

Us:wepromise

Whatwaswrongwithma,Idon'tunderstandher



givingupthisearly,thiswasn'tthemotheramused

to,thenomceboIknowIknowwouldhavecome

outwithgunsblazing,butthisonelookeddefeated

ordoesshehavesomekindofaplanweknew

nothingabout?,thiswasalljusttooconfusing,we

alldecidetogotoourrooms,wegoandsleep.

Aweeklater

Zoey

Iwasatwork,whenThandowalksin,Iwasreally

shockedtoseeher

Thando:ZoeyWilliams?

Me:actuallyDlamini

Thando:yeah,yeahwhatever,thatsurnameis

uselessnowIwouldn'tbesoproudofit

Me:mxm,howcanIhelpyou?

Thando:doyouworkhereorsomething?



Me:yesThandoamthereceptionist

Thando:youhavegottobekiddingme,youZoey

thespoiledpamperedprincessbyBandilea

receptionist,howthemightyhavefallen.

Me:yes,yesthemightyhavefallen,what'snew?,

nowmovingonhowcanIhelpyou?

Thando:anywayamheretoseemyfiancéeGregg,

hesaidhehadaveryimportantmeetinghere,yes

dollyouheardme,myfiancée

Me:okaysoheisyourfiancée ,wheredoIget

involved

Thando:mxm

Me:yourfiancéedidcalltosayhisrunninglateby

acoupleofminutes,soifyoudon'tmindyoucan

takeasit

Shegoesandtakeasit,Igotoher

Me:canIofferyouanythingtodrink,water,tea,

coffee,juice.....

Thando:sosoyoucanspitinmycoffee,nothanks

butIwilltakesparklingwater



Me:notallofusarepettylikeyouThando,

sparklingwatercomingrightup.

Igoandgethersomesparklingwaterher"fiancée"

arrivesasamhandingherthewater

Thando:(withahugesmile)thankyouZoey,baby

theyhugandhegoesinforhismeetingwhileshe

waits,afteraboutanhourhefinallycomesout,I

mustsaythedudeisnotthatbadlookingandhe

doesscreammoney

notthatitisanyofmybusinessandithasanything

todowithme,butcuriositygotthebetterofme

me:heeydweeb,myfavoritebrother.

Anthony:you.forgottomentiononeandonly

dumbhead,youdon'twantanymoneydoyou?

me:nottoday,todaywearefishingforinfo

Anthony:wellshootIdon'thaveallday

me:fine,whatisthedealwiththisGreggguy?

Anthony:whydoyouask?,oohGodyoudon'twant

tocheatonbandiledoyou?



me:willyouquitbeingsuchadramaqueenandno

ofcoursenotIwillnevercheatonmyhusband

Anthony:good,hedidn'tharassyouorhitonyou

didhe?.

me:hedidn'tdoanything,heisbandile'sexfiancée,

yourememberThandoright?

Anthony:howcouldI?,anywaylookslikethegold

diggingtrashfinallyhitthejackpot

Causeheisagenuinebusinessman,youknowI

don'tdobusinesswiththugsexceptforthe

sexwale's,thoseonesarewaytoodangerous,

anywayheisbasedinCanadatheguyisswimming

inmillionsifnotbillionsarealdy.

Me:ishenotmarried?

Anthony:divorcedwithonedaughter,hernameis

Madison,areyouworriedshewillcomeforyour

marriageifthingsdon'tworkout?

Me:meworriedaboutThandonever,Bandileloves

meandmeonly

Anthony:goodtohear,causeIwillkillhimifhe



breaksyourheartandImeanit,nowenoughwith

thechitchatnowgetbacktowork

Me:mxmyouaresuchapartypooper

Anthony:suredumbhead

Igobacktowork

Fewhourslater

Itwasfinallyknockofftime,Igotomycar,well

Anthony'scarandIdrivehome,bandilewasgoing

topickthetwinsfrommyparentsplacelater,Iget

home,queenmotherhadalreadystartedonsupper

Queenmother:Ihadnothingtodo,soIthoughtI

mightaswellhelpout,sinceyouwillbetiredand

khanyiistakingcareofthetripletsonherown

Me:thankyouma,youaresuchalifesaver,nowlet

megoandtakeanicehotbath,thenIwillcome

backsowecancatchup

Queenmother:youarewelcomedearandIcan't



waitforthelatest

Me:givemeanhourtops

Queenmother:fine,Iwillfinishupsupper,thenyou

cansetthetable

Me:okayma

Igoupstairs,takealongrelaxingbath,Ifinally

makemywaydownstairs,Minniewasn'tfeeling

wellsoshewassleeping,Isuredon'tmissmy

pregnancydays

Wesetupthetablewithqueenmotherandwesit

down

Queenmother:sowhatisthelatest?

Me:areyouready?

Queenmother:yesofcourse

Me:trustmeyouarenotreadyfortheboomam

abouttodrop.

Queenmother:goaheadspillthebeans

Me:okayfine,Thandoisengaged



Queenmother:theeThando?

Me:yestheeThando

Queenmother:oohmy,thatwasfast,sowhois

theguy?

Me:someguynamedGregg,apparentlyheis

basedinCanadaandheisloaded,soshefinallyhit

thejackport

Queenmother:knowingThandoheprobablyis

marriedorsomethug

Me:noheisalegitbusinessmanandheis

divorcedwithadaughter

BandilewalksinwithUnathiandthetwins,they

joinus,wewereallsortedwaitingforMinnieand

Sphamandlatojoinus,theyfinallydo,wewere

sittedatthetablewhenourphonesrangatthe

sametime,whichwasodd,wealltookoutour

phones

Me:Ijustgotamessagetobeatthepalace

tomorrowatfivepm

Minnie:metoo



Queenmother:sodidI

Queenmother:okaysoweallgotthemassage,

wonderwhatisgoingon,maybeNomathembahas

finallydecidedtoletyougohomeandsmokepeace

pipe

Me:maybe,Iguesswewillfindouttomorrow

SinceMinniewasn'twell,queenmotherinstructs

Unathi,SphamandlaandBandiletodothedished

Theywerecomplainingtheentiretime,Iswearwe

willneverheartheendofit.

Ijustdecidetogotobedearly,sinceIwastired.

[09/30,11:18] :Insert93

Nomcebo/queenmother

Zoeywasatwork,soitwasme,khanyiandMinnie,

Ijustkeptlookingattheclocklikeiwascrazy,the

suspenseofwhatwastrulygoingonwaskillingme,

couldtheeldershavetalkedsomesenseinto



Nomcebo?ordidIsomehowtouchherheartwith

myplea?ordidshewanttojustmakeamockeryof

meandmychildren?,wehaddoneallourhouse

chores,wewereboredandhaddecidedtogotothe

balconyandplaysomecards,wewerebusyplaying

thecards,whenIgetacallfromnompumelelo

Me:hellobabygirl

Mpumie:mom,whatisgoingon?,Igotamessage

tobeattheroyalhouseatfiveo'clock

Me:wealldidbaby

Mpumie:really?,guesswillmeetthere

Me:okaymydarling

Shehangsup,meandthegirlsplayuntilweget

tiredandwedecidetoreadsomemagazines,we

werestilldoingthatwhenweseeSihle'scar,I

guessshetoogotthemessage,Idoubtshewould

behere,shemakesherwaytothebalcony

Khanyi:well,welllookatwhatthecatdraggedin

Sihle:shutupkhanyi

Me:helloSihle,howhaveyoubeen?



Sihle:queenmotheramgood,momwastaking

reallygoodcareofme

Me:Isee,sowhatbringsyoutothissideoftown?

Sihle:Igotamessagetobeattheroyalhouseat

five

Khanyi:wealldid

Sihle:Isee

Me:haveasitandhaveawaitwithus.

Sihletakeshersit

Me:sohowaremygrandbabies?,Ihaven'tseen

theminawhileandImissthem

Sihle:theyaredoingwellqueenmother

Khanyiservesussomefoodandshegoesbackto

thecottage

IwasnowwithMinnieandSihle.

Bandile



Ikeptmyselfbusytheentiredaysoasnottothink

aboutwhatcouldbegoingon,beforeIknewitwas

fourthirty,Itakemybagandgostraighttomycar,

unathiwasbehindme,sphamandlasaidhewill

meetusattheroyalhouse,Idon'tevenpickupthe

twins,Idrivestraighttotheroyalhouse,Iseemy

mother'scar,evensihle'scar,unfortunatelykhanyi

couldn'tmakeitbecauseofthetriplets,Zoeyarrives

andsodoessphamandla,wewalkinsidethehouse,

itreallyfeltstrangebeinghereaftersuchalong

time,queennomafinallycomesdownthestairs

Mom:nomathembawhatisgoingon?

Queennoma:wellfirstofallIwouldliketo

apologizeforeverythingthathappened

Mom:thankyou

Sphamandla:notsofastmom,Idon'ttrustthis

witch

Mom:spha!!!!Rememberwhatyoupromisedme.

Sphamandla:finemomIwon'tfightwithheras

longaswhatsheistryingtosaymakessense



Queennomathemba:thankyouqueenmother

(Didshejustrefertomymotherasqueenmother?,

Ithoughthersonwastheheirtothethrone)

anywayasIwastryingtosayamsorryandamnot

evilasyouthink,Iwasjusttakingorders

Sphamandla:takingordersmyfoot,whowereyou

takingthesocalledordersfrom?

Weallhearavoice"fromme",noitcan'tbe,noit

can'tbe,Icouldhaveswornitwasmyfather'svoice,

wethenhearfootsteps,comingtowardsus,we

lookatthedirectionthevoiceandthefootsteps

wherecomingfrom

Zoeylossesitandscream,whileshewascomingto

hidebehindme

Zoey:oohmyGodthereisaghost,thereisaghost

Dad:thereisnoGhostitisjustme.

ThenextthingIknowbothmomandZoeyhad

faintedandwhereonthefloor

SihleandMinnieattendedtothem

Unathi:(neverhaveIeverseenunathithispissed)



whatthefuckisgoingonhereoristhisjustpart

twoofthehlakobafilweyodrama?

Sphamandlagoesfordadandhegrabshimbyhis

clothes

Sphamandla:whatisgoingon?,answerme,

answermedamnit.

Dad:(pissed)letgoofmesphamandla,letgoof

me.

Me:soyouweren'tdead,wasitacaseofmistaken

identityorsomething?

Dad:noIfakedmyowndeath

Sphamandla:youbetterpraythatbothmomand

ZoeymakeitorsohelpmeGodthistimeyouwon't

befakingyourdeathcauseamgoingtokillyou.

MomandZoeywerenowup

Mom:sphamandlayouwilldonosuchthing,am

goingtokillhimmyself.

Unathi:sothiswassojustsomesicktwistedgame,

doyouhaveanyideawhatwewentthrough?



Sphamandla:fuckyouandyourroyalstatus,

Dad:sphamandlaamstillyourfatherandyouwon't

totalkmeinthatmanner

Sphamandla:noyouareanimposter,myfather

died,hewascrematedandImournedforhim,soif

youwillexcuseme,Ihaveawifeandkidstocheck

upon

Sihle:sphaamalsohereandamyourwifetoo.

Sphamandla:noyouhaveyourparents

Andlikethatsphamandlaleft

Mpumie:don'thavetimeforthiscircus,ifyouwill

excusemeIwillgoandmakesuremybrotheris

fine

Sihleleavestoo

Mom:howcouldyoudothismphendulo,howcould

youdothistomeandkids?

Dad:Iunderstandyouareallinshock,soIwillgive

youthespaceyouneed,thenwecantalk

Me:no,nodadyouarebeingadamncowardand



takingtheeasywayout,justtellusnowwhatinthe

worldwhereyouthinking

Mom:doyouknowwhatmychildrenandIhave

beenthrough?,doyouknowhowmanysleepless

nightsIhadcryingandprayingforsomemiracleso

mychildrenandIarefine,thankGodwemanaged,

thankGod

Me:it'sclearwewon'tgetanexplanationtonightso

amout

Unathi:Minnielet'sgetthefuckoutofhere

Minnie,UnathiandIleave.

Zoey

AfterMinnie,unathiandbandileleft,Istayed

behindtomakesurequeenmotherwasfine

Kingmphendulo:makotiamsorryaboutthis

Ireallydidn'tknowwhattosay,Ijustlookathim

andnod



Queennomathembajuststandstherelookinglikea

damnstatue

Me:queenmotherareyoufine

Queenmother:Iwillbedear,justtakemehome

Kingmphendulo:Nomcebobutyouarehome

Queenmother:nothisisn'tmyhome,Zoeytake

mehomedear

IpickherbagandIgotohercarandhelphergetin

thepassengersit,Ifeltsorryforher,Icouldn'teven

celebratedrivingherbeastofababyproperly

Wegethome,shejustgoesstraighttoherroom

andlockherselfin,Igoandcheckonkhanyi,who

waswithMinnie,whowaselaboratingthedrama

thatwentonattheroyalpalace,Igotomyroom,I

findbandileinbedalready

Me:love,doyouwanttotalkaboutit?

Bandile:nosugar,justgetintobedsowecan

cuddle,allIneedisforyoutoholdmetight.

Igetintobedandwejustcuddlenotsayingaword

toeachother.



[09/30,11:18] :Insert94

Bandile

ZoeyandIwerestillsleeping,whenweheara

knockonthedoor,Igetupandgoopenthedoor

anditwasthemotherofallgolddiggersherself

Me:whatthehellsihle?,whatareyoudoinghere?

Sihle:didyoulookatthetime?

Me:ofcoursenot

Sihle:it'selevenam,thekingisdownstairsandis

requestingforameetingwitheveryone

Me:fineZoeyandIwillbedownstairsinacouple

ofminutes

IwakeZoeyup

Zoey:oohmy,didwereallysleptthatlong?

Me:weonlysleptatfouramsoamnotsurprised,

dadisdownstairsrequestingforameeting,sowe



havetogetandgetready

Zoey:fine,butIhavetonotifyAnthony,Iwon'tbe

comingintoday.

Ileavehertomakehercall,Igototheshower,she

comesandjoinme,wefinishupandwegetready,

wemakeourwaydownstairs,everyonewasthere

includingmom

Dad:nowthatyouareallhere,wecanstart

Amtrulysorryforeverythingbutpleasegivemea

chancetoexplainandcomehome

Sphamandla:sowhat?,wealljustsupposedto

forgeteverythingandwebecomethisbighappy

family?,babanodisrespectbutIwantwhatever

weedyouaresmokingcauseitsureisseriousstuff.

Mom:sphamandlashutupplease,infactallyougo

outsideandleavemeandyourfathertotalk.

Weallgetupandleavemomanddadtogether.

Queenmother/Nomcebo



AftertheentirefamilyleavesmeandMphendulo,I

sitdown

Me:foroverthirtyfiveyears,Ihavebeennothing

butaloving,caringandloyalwife,Iwasthereby

yoursidewhenyouwerebuildingthewealthyou

haveMphenduloandthisishowyourepayme?

Mphendulo:Nomcebopleaselistentome,Icame

upwiththisplantomakesurethatshouldanything

happentomeandGodforbideyoulooseeverything,

youwillfinecauseIwon'tbealwaysbethereto

protectyouandmykids,mydeepestfearisthat

GodforbideshouldIjoinmyancestorstomorrow,

everythingyouandIhavebuiltwillfallapartandI

alsowantedtomakesuremysonsmarriednogold

diggers,wellweallknowsihleisaspecialcase.

Ifoundmyselflaughing

Me:yessheis,butyoucouldhavesharedallthat

withmemylove,youreallydon'ttrustmedoyou?

Mphendulo:doyoureallythinkthathadItoldyou

myplans,youwouldhaveheldthisfamilytogether



thewayyoudid?

Me:youreallythinkIheldthefamilytogether?,

causeIwasfallingapartandreadytodosomething

stupid

Mphendulo:doyoureallythinkIwouldhaveletyou

gotoAustraliaandsmugglethatdiamond?

Me:(Ibowmyheadinshame)soyouknowabout

that?

Mphendulo:yes,Iwaskeepingmyeyeonyouthe

entiretimeandIknowaboutyourvisittoNoma,I

waslisteninginontheentireconversation

Me:amsorry

Mphendulo:it'sokayyouwereaconfused

desparatewoman,whatchangedyourmindanyway?

Me:Zoeydid,thatgirlhasapureheart,after

everythingThandoandIdidtoher,shestillhadthe

hearttosaveme.

Mphendulo:wellamgladsheknockedsomesense

intoyou,amproudofthewayyouhandled

everything



Me:thankyoumyking,butyouarestillinthedog

house.

Mphendulo:fairenoughbutwhatifItoldyouthatI

boughtallyourjewelryback?

Me:really?

Mphendulo:Ihadsomeonefollowingourchildren

aswell

Me:Iknowamnottheeasiestofwivestolivewith

butthenexttimeyoudosomethingthisextreme,I

willkillyoumyselfandmakesureaburyyouwhere

nosoulwilleverfindyou.

Mphendulo:noted,letmetellyouthisagainam

superproudofthefamilyyouhavebuiltinmy

absence.

Me:thankyoumylove

Mphendulo:nowwillyoucomehome?,Nomahas

giveneverythingbacktome,whichmeans

everythinghasbeenrestored,pleasecomehome,

Nomaisalsogoingbacktoherlifesoon.

Me:Iwillthinkaboutitandtalktothekidsandhear



whattheyhavetosay.

Mphendulo:finebymemyqueen,howaboutwego

outfordinnertomorroweveningsowerekindleour

loveplease

Me:promisefirstthattherearenomoregoingtobe

liesandgoingbehindmyback.

Mphendulo:Ipromise

Me:good,seeyoutomorrowthen

Mphendulo:butIthoughtIwouldtalktothekids

first

Me:letmedothatfirst,ifIfailthenyoucantake

over.

Mphendulo:thankyoumyqueen

Hegetsupwehugandheleaves

Fewminuteslater

Igotowhereeveryonewas,theywerebusytalking



amongstthemselves

Bandile:momareyoufine?

Me:ofcourseamfine

Me:khanyi,zoey,Minnie,Trinaandyousihleplease

comesowecanhaveatalk

Ireallydidn'twanttocallsihlebutshewasstillpart

ofthefamilyandIhadtobefair

Theyallfollowedmetothelivingroom

Sihle:soarewegoingbacktotheroyalhouse?,Iso

missmyhouse

Queenmother:sihle,isthatallyouarereally

worriedabout?

Sihle:whatelseistheretoworryabout?,thekingis

backandeverythingisbacktonormal

Me:Zoey,khanyi,MinnieandTrina asyoucansee

thereturnofthekingisdestroyingtheunitythatwe

allhaveworkedsohardtobuildintheabsenceof

thekingandIcan'tletthathappen,soIneedyour

help,ZoeypleasetalktoBandile,khanyipleasetalk

tosphamandlasinceIcan'ttrustsihletodothat,



MinniepleasetalktounathiIknowsphamandla

canbehotheadedsoIwilltalktohimfirst

Zoey:Idon'tknowhowitwilliturnoutbutIwilltalk

toBandile

Me:thankyouZoey

Khanyi:amnotpromisingyougoodresultsbutI

willtryandtalktosphamandla

Me:that'sallIask,youcanallleaveandcall

sphamandlaforme.

Theyallleave

Afewminuteslater

Iwasinthelivingroomwaitingforsphamandla,

whenhefinallyarrived

Sphamandla:mom youknowIwilldoalmost

anythingforyou,butifyouareaskingmetoforgive

thatmanforgetit,causeIwon't

Igivehimahugeslap,evenImyselfwasshocked



Me:thatmanisyourfather,soIwillnotletyou

disrespecthimlikethatnomatterwhathedid,are

weclear?

Sphamandla:yes

Me:nowgotakeyourcarkeyssowecangofora

ridearoundthevillage

Sphamandla:whatfor?,Iknoweachandevery

cornerofthisvillage?

Me:justdoasisay

Hegoesandtakeshiscarkeys,wegetintohiscar

andItellhimtodrivetoahillwhereyoucansee

thewholevillage

Sphamandla:mawhatarewedoinghere?

Me:takealookaroundyouson,whatdoyousee?

Sphamandla:nothingspecialmom,justthevillage

Me:noson,openyoureyeswide,thisisyourand

yourbrotherskingdomincludingNomathemba's

son,thisisakingdomyourfatherandIworkedhard

tobuild,youknowyourfatherandIusedtocome

herealotwhenwewereyounganddiscussallthe



dreamswehadforthiskingdomandweworked

hardtomakethosedreamsareality,youmyson

arethenextkinginlinewhenmyselfandyour

fatherarenomore,sowhydoyouwanttothrow

awayeverythingweworkedhardtobuildforyou

andyoursiblings?

Sphamandla:howam Idoingthatma?,whendad

istheonewhowrongedus?

Me:Iknowhewrongedusson,butdon'tletpride

getinthewayofyourdestiny,notnownotever,

pleasedomeafavourandgoapologizetoyour

fatherfordisrespectinghimandpleasehelpme,

helpyoubuildyourfuturekingdom,Ihaveworked

waytoohard,towatcheverythingIhavebuiltgoup

insmokeplease.

Sphamandla:amnotpromisingyouanythingbutI

willtryandmakepeacewithdad

Me:that'sallIask,nowlet'sgohomeandpromise

methatyouwillgoandseeyourfatherandlethim

explainhimself

Sphamandla:Ipromise



Me:goodnowwecanleave.

Wegobacktothecarandwedrivehome,wefind

everyonehavinglunch,wejointhem.

[09/30,11:18] :Insert95

Zoey

Thetwinswerestillatmyparentshouse,Bandile

wasgoingtodroptheirclothesandeverything

theyneedonhiswaytotheroyalhouse,he,spha

andUnathihadgonetomeetupwiththeking,I

wakeup,getreadyforworkandigodownstairs,it

wasonlyqueenmotherhavingbreakfast

Me:(withalowvoice)morningma

Queenmother:morningZoey,whyareyouso

down?

Me:nothingma

Queenmother:Iwasn'tbornyesterdayyouknow,I

cantellsomethingisbotheringyou,talktome.



Me:(takeadeepsigh)okayfine,it'sjustthatyou

andiwerejustgettingalongandstartinga

friendshipandnowthatthekingisbackamjust

scaredthingsaregoingtogobacktothewaythey

were.

Queenmother:Zoeyyouwerethereformeinmy

lowestmoments,youhelpedmeputthingsinto

persective,webothhavehelpedeachothergrow,

Iwillneverevergobacktotheevilspoiledentitled

spoiledbratIwasnever,Iwillforeverbegreatfulto

youZoey.

Me:(withasmileonmyface)really?

Queenmother:yesreallyandtoprovetoyouhow

greatfulIam,howaboutIspoilyoualittle,Iwill

comeandtakeyoushoppingonyourlunchtime,

yessheisback,Iwantthewholeworldtoknow

queenmotherisbackandbackwithabang.

Me:areyouserious?

Queenmother:asaheartattackanddon'ttell

anyonethiscauseifyoudo,Iwilldenyeverything,

youarenowmyfavouritedaughterinlawbyfarbut



khanyiandMinniealsohaveaspecialplaceinmy

heart

Me:damnqueenmother,wherearecameras

whenyouneedone,amsuresomeonewouldhave

paidagoodfortuneforthat,butanywayitwillbe

ourlittlesecrect

Queenmother:thankyou

Me:nowletmehurrybeforeamlateforwork

Igetupandgetmybagrushtowork

Fewhourslater

WorkwasjustWork,itwasfunformebecauseI

gettoearnasalaryandigettospendtimewithmy

brother,todayIspentmostofmytimeexplaining

tomybrothermorelikegossipactuallyaboutthe

wholeroyaldrama,ihadtoexplaintohimagain

andagainbecauseheactuallydidn'tbelieveme,

beforeiknewitwaslunchtimeandthepecksof

workingforyourbrother,Imanipulatedhiminto



givingmetherestofthedayoff,Igomeetwith

queenmotheratoneofherfavouriteexpensive

boutiques,Igettherewehuggandgreetwestart

tryingondresseswhileweareservedwith

expensiveChampaign,Imustsaytheyreallyknow

howtotakeoftheirclients,weweretryingon

clothesafterclothes,IwasinthefittingwhenIhear

Queenmothertalkingtosomeone

Voice:queenmotherwhatareyoudoinghere?

Queenmother:amheretoshop,whatelsewouldI

bedoinghere?

Igetoutofthefittingroomtoshowqueenmother

thelittleblacknumbershehadpickedformecause

apprentlyeverywomanshouldhaveaLBD(little

blackdress)inhercloset

Me:ma,Ithinkthedressis..............(Istopas

soonasIseeThando)

Thando:Zoey?

Me:yesZoeyDlamini

Thando:Queenmotherwhatareyoudoingwith



plasticdoll?

Iwantedtoanswerbutqueenmothertakesover

Queenmother:sheisnotplasticdoll,sheisZoey

Dlamini,mydaughterinlaw,IknowIhave

condonedyourbehaviourofdisrespectingherin

thepastbutpleasestopitZoeyistentimesthe

womanyouwilleverbe

Youshouldhaveseenthesmugonmyfacewhen

shesaidthat

Thando:Iseebeingbrokehasgottentoyourhead.

Queenmother:lookaroundyousweetheart,does

itseemlikebrokepeopleshophere?andpleasedo

yourhomeworkproperlybeforeinsultingMe,

becausemyfamilyandiarefarfrombroke

Thando:saysawomanwhowasaskingmefora

twomillionloannotsolongago,IguessIwillsend

youmyweddinginvitationsinceyoucanaffordto

buymeanexpensivegiftnow,yesyouheardit

rightamgettingmarriedtothemanofmydreams.

Me:justmakesureheisn'tmarriedthistime,we



allknowyourrecordasahomewrecker.

Thando:don'tworryyourprettylittleheadZoey,

daddiddoabackgroundcheckonhimandhegave

ushisblessingsafewdaysagoandheisnot

relatedtotheroyalhousesothatalonejustmakes

himaperfectdecenthumanbeing,nowifyoutwo

"bestfriends"willexcusemeIhavebridesmaids

dressestoshop,chao.

Sheleavesmeandqueenmothertocontinuewith

outshopping

Queenmother:whatevermademebelieveshe

wouldmakeawonderfulwifeformysonmust

havebeenreallystrong.

Me:forgetaboutthegolddiggerandletscontinue

withourshopping.

Queenmother:youaresorightlet'snotThando

spoilourday.

Weshoptillwegettired,wedecidedtogoand

havelunch afterlunchwedrivebackhome,

queenmothersurehelldoknowhowtoshop,I

haveneverseensomanybagsjustfromone



shoppingtrip.

Bandile

Iwokeupearly,didn'tevenwakemywifeup,she

lookedpeacefulwhenshewassleeping,Igetready

forthemeeting,thissureisgoingtobeonehellof

ameeting,Iwouldratherpullmyteethsoutoneby

oneratherthanlistentodadandSphamandlahave

agoatit,butmomsaidshewastrustingmeand

Unathitokeepthepeacebetweenthetwo,I

finallymeetupwithSphamandlaandUnathi,

Unathiwastheonewhodroveustotheroyal

house,butwedroppedacoupleofthingsthetwins

neededatzoey'sparent'shouse,theyweregoingto

staytheretillwesortoutthiswholemess,dadwas

waitingforus,weallgotothelivingroom

Dad:firstofallletmestartbysayingthatbelieve

amtalkingtofullgrownmanandnotboysandam

sorryforeverythingbutitwasnecessary

Sphamandla:necessaryforwhobaba?,amjust



herecausemasaidsaidIshouldlistentoYou,

nothingmorenothingless.

Unathi:sphacanyoulethimtalkthenwecan

respondplease

me:Isecondthat

Dad:thankyouUnathi,likeisaidamsorrybut

whatIdidwasnecessary,lookatgoodworkthe

threeofyoudidwithunathi'scompany

Me:butmomhadtosellherentirejewellery

collectionforthatandZoeyandihadtosellhercar

andmyAudiA6

Dad:thosetwocarswillbereplacedwithimmidiate

effectandiboughtallyourmothersjewelleryback

Unathi:sowhat?,isthatsupposedtomakeusfeel

better?

Spamandla:myquestionexactly

Dad:pleaseforgiveme,iwasjustseparatingboys

fromman,Iwasbuildingyouuptobeindependent

shouldanythinghappentome

Me:nowthatyouhavetaughtisyour"valuable



lesson"whatnext?

Unathi:letmeguessweareallsupposedtojust

movebackhomeandpretendasifnothing

happened?

Me:wellamnotmovingbackhere,howdoIknow

myfamilyandiwon'tbethrownoutlikedogsagain?

Sphamandla:yesdad,it'sgoingtotakemorethan

yousayingyouaresorryforyoutowinbackour

trust,whatyoudidwasextremeandcrueltothe

core

Me:mysentimentsexactly

Dad:Iknowihavebrokenyourtrustbutamyour

fatherandiloveyou,sohereiswhatisgoingto

happen,toshowthatnooneandimeannooneis

goingtothrowyououtofyourhomeever,since

youeachhaveahousehere,Ihaveturnedintoa

familyhousewithallyourthreenames,mpumie

willgetfundstobuyahouseofherchoice,bandile

amhandingobertwoofmycompaniestoyoubutI

willstillhave25%shareinoneatleast,Unathiyou

aresorted,Sphamandlaamgivingyoufifty



percentofmyremaingcompany,fundsfromthe

trustwillbereleasedtoeverymemberofthefamily

butalargepercentwillremaininthetrustandyou

Sphamandlalet'sgotomystudytotalksinceyou

aremyheir

Sphamandlaanddadgotohisstudy,comeback

aftertwohours

Me:sphaareyouokay?

Sphamandla:yesamfinefornow

Unathi:soarewemovingbackhereornot?.

Sphamandla:amdoingthisformomplusweall

needourspacesoIguesswearemovingbackin

home

Unathi:sowhathappenstothehousewebought

withourcoldhardcash

Me:yeshowaregoingtomaintaintheproperty?

Sphamandla:thepropertywillbemaintained,we

allmovingbackhereexceptforoneofmywives

Dad:whichwife?



Sphamandla:Sihle

Me:please,please,pleaseletmebreakthenews

toher.

Sphamandla:noamnotgoingtoletyoustealmy

momentofjoynever

Unathi:wellatleastletusbeintheroomwhenyou

breakthenewstoher

Me:yespleaseletusbro,thelookonherfaceis

goingtopriceless

thingsbetweenusanddadwerenotahundrend

percentfinebutwewereallwillingtomeeteach

otherhalfway

Twohourslater

Wewerefinallyhomethewomenwerebusy

preparingsupperwhenwegothome,Sphamandla,

Unathiandidecidetoplaysomefifagame'sto

unwindalittle,wedidn'tevenseehowlateitwas

gettinguntillMinniecomesandtellsussupperis



ready

Wegoandjoineveryatthedinningroomtable

Mom:soSphamandlahowdiditgobetweenyou

andyourfather?.

Sphamandla:Weironedoutsomeissuesbutwe

stillhavealongwaytogo,butonthebrightside

wehavereachedamutualunderstandingandwe

aremovingbackhome

Sihle:Ican'twait,Isomissmycloset

waitforit,waitforit

Sphamandla:sorrytobreakittoyoumydearlovely

wifebutthisisyournewhome,thekidscancome

totheroyalhouseatanygiventime,Iwillcomeand

spendsometimewithyousinceyouarestillmy

wife(thelookonherfacewasindeedpriceless,

Unathiandicouldn'thelpitbutlaugh

Sihle:noSphamandlayoucan'tdothistomeno

youcan'tplease

Sphamandla:thehousewillberenovatedtosuit

youbutitwillstillbeinmyandmybrothersnames



Sihle:whycan'tyoujustbuymemyownhouse

then?

Sphamandla:enoughsihle,amdonetalking

Weallhavesupperinawkwardsilence.

[09/30,11:18] :Insert96

Zoey

Amonthlater

Ourliveswerebacktonormalwewerebackatthe

royalhousebutweweredoingthingsonourown

termsnow,Iwashappytobeabletowakeupand

gotowork,Minniewashappybeingahousewife

butshewaslookingintostartingherownbusiness

andnowthatthetripletswerethreemonths,queen

motherhadalreadystartedgroomingasshewas

goingtobethenextqueen,todaywasThando's

weddingday,Laurenmyfriend"theonethatnever



wantedtobemarried"wasgettingmarried,soI

wasmeetingwithherandaverypregnantLethabo,

Iborrowhubby'scar,sincewehaven'tdecided

whatcarswewanttobuy,Igototherestaurant

whereammeetingupwithmyfriends,Lethabowas

alreadythere,shewashavingmilkshake,ofall

things

Lethabo:don'tjudgeokay

Me:fine

WewaitforLaurenforaboutthirtyminutes,she

finallydoesarrive

Lethabo:Laurenweknowyouarethebridebutyou

can'taffordtobelateyet,it'snotyourweddingday

yet

Lauren:amsorryIdidn'tknowtherewouldbe

trafficcausedbythisbigwedding

Me:guessitisThando'swedding

Lethabo:amjustgladthebitchisfinallygetting

married

Lauren:enoughabouttheselfcenteredwitch,now



let'stalkmywedding

Lethabo:Iwillgiveyoumyweddingplanner

invitation

Lauren:thankyouleejoy,shedidanexcellentjob

withyourwedding,Iwouldn'tmindusingher

servicesandyouZoeywillbethemaidofhonour

Me:thankyouMel

Lethabo:sonowthatyouarebackattheroyal

househowarethings

Me:meandqueenmothergeteachotherthisdays,

sphaandthekingdohaveagoateachotheronce

inawhilebuteverythingisfine

Lauren:amgladtohearthat

WehaveourlunchandIdrivehome,apparently

Thando'sweddingwasthetalkoftown,apparently

itwasabeautifulwedding.

Thando



Icouldn'tbelieveitIwasfinallygettingmymoment,

IwasonehappywomanGregghadindeedfulfilled

allhispromises,Ididinvitequeenmotherbutshe

rejectedmyinvitation,sheapparentlywasstill

mourningthedeathofhercat,howrude,butIreally

didn'tcare,momcomesintomyroom

Mom:babyamsohappyforyou,youhavemade

meaproudmother,lookatyou,youhavetwo

beautifulkids,youhaveyourownbeautifulhouse

andtodayyouaregettingmarried

Me:Iamsohappyma,youhavenoideawhatyour

wordsmeantome

Mom:wehavetogo,youwillbewithyourfather

onlyandIwillbewithyourmaidofhonourandthe

girls

Mybridemaidscomeintotheroom,theyhelpme,

mydresswashuge,afterahugestruggle,Ifinally

getintothecarandwemakeourwaytothehall

Dad:thisisthemomentIhavebeenwaitingformy

entirelife,youdiddisappointmebygetting

pregnantfortwomenbuttodayyouhaveredeemed



yourselfmygirl,youarefinallybecomingthe

womanyourmotherandIalwayswantedyoutobe,

awomanwithdignity.

Me:thankyoudadandyoudadareanamazing

father,myhero

Wefinallygettotheweddingvenue

Everyonewasnowinsideexceptforme,dadand

mybridesmaid

Mybridesmaidenter,themusicherecomesthe

bridestartsplaying

Dad:shallwe?

Me:yesdad

Hetakesmyarmintohisarm,weslowlymakeour

wayinsidethehall,Iwasintearstheentiretime,I

stillcouldn'tbelieveIwasgettingmarried

Thepastorhelpsuswithourvows,weexchange

rings,thepastorsays"nowpronounceyouhusband

andwife,Greggyoumaykissthebride"wekiss,we

gotakephotos,wegotothereceptionvenue,my

breathwastakenaway,itwaseverythingIwanted



andmore,myweddingplannerreallydidcome

throughforme,wepartytillGreggandIdecideto

leaveforourhoneymoonweweregoingtoParis,

yesparieebaby,pariee.

Nomcebo/queenmother

Iwasreallyhappythings,wereslowlybutsurely

returningbacktonormal,ZoeyandIwereclose

andkhanyiwasthenextqueenofthiskingdom,soI

wasbusygroominghertobeawomanwhocan

carrytheworld'sproblemsonhershoulder,being

brokeandhavingnoonetoturntoreallyopenedmy

eyes,IwasgoingtostartaFoundationtohelp

othersinneed,especiallywomenandchildren,

Zoey,khanyiandMinnieweregoingtobeofhuge

help,IwasinmyofficewatchingThando'swedding,

thisonewascrazyshewashavingherweddinglive

broadcastedonsocialmediaplatforms,she

seemedtrulyandgenuinelyhappy,Iwashappythat

shegotherprincecharmingafterall



ItwasinthatmomentthatIdecided,khanyi

mpumie,Trina,sihle,Minnie,ZoeyandIshouldhave

agirlstrip,Idon'tknowtowhereexactlybutwe

neededahugebreak,weneededtobreathafter

whatwehavebeenthrough.

[09/30,11:19] :Insert97

Thando

GreggandIhavebeenbackfromourhoneymoon

fortwoweeksnow,itwasreallyanamazing

experience,itwasreallynicebeingMrsGregg

Peterson,wedecidedtomoveintoGregg'shouse,

Ididn'tsellmyhousebecauseitwasaninvestment

formygirls,Ihadjustfinishedgettingreadyforthe

day,whenthedoorbellrings,whoeverwasringing

thedoorbellwassureimpetient,Greggwasinthe

shower,soIdecidedtogoandopenthedoor,It

wasofcoursemydearestmotherinlaw

Me:morningma.



MrsPeterson:andwhatisgoodaboutthismorning

,moveoutofthewayandletmeseemyson

Me:maGreggisstillintheshower,canImakeyou

teaorcoffee?

MrsPeterson:soyoucanpoisonme?,nothank

you.

Me:canIaleasttakeyourbagstoyourroom

MrsPeterson:atleastyouarebeinguseful

ItakeherandMadisonbagstotheroomstheywill

beusing,Igobacktothelivingroomwhere

SheandMadisonwhere

Me:Maddydoyouwantmetomakeyousome

cupcakesandjuice

Madison:yesplease

MrsPeterson:iwillmakethatforher,wewouldn't

wantanythingtohappentomygrandbabywould

we?

Me:(Iwasupset)nowewouldn'tthat.

Greggwascomingdownstairs,whichwasarelief



Gregg:mom(theyhugg,theyreallyseemedhappy

toseeeachother)whendidyougethere?

Mom:acoupleofminutesago,thandowasan

absoluteangel,sheevenofferedustea,didn'tyou

Thando(didshereallyjustdothat?,Icouldsee

throughherfakeasssmile)butIsuggestedthatwe

allgooutforbreakfast

Gregg:thiswasahugesurprise,letmegetinto

somethingmorecomfortableandthenwecanallgo,

Gregggoestochangefromhisformalwear,the

witchwasjustfakesmilinguntilhedisappeared

MrsPeterson:thesharadewasformyson,don't

getusedtoityougolddigginghoe

IwasabouttoanswerherwhenIhearGreggcalling

meforme,Igoupstairs,hejustwantedmetoget

myhandbagandphone,weallgotoarestaurantfor

breakfast.Itwasreallyuncomfortablebeingaround

theoldhag

Zoey



GugglingMotherhood,beingawife,work,helping

queenmotherwithhernon-profitorganization

whichwascalledTheDlaminibridesandhelping

Laurenwithherweddingplanningwasreallytoo

muchbutfunatthesametime,whichiswhyitwas

reallyawelcomedsuggestionwhenqueenmother

suggestedthatweallgotoDurbanforacoupleof

days,shehadfoundpeoplewhoshetrustthatcan

helpAuntyIsabellawiththetripletsandallthekids,

wewereallpackedandreadytogo,Iwaswith

queenmother,Minnieandsihle,whileKhanyiwas

withTrinaandNompumelelo,itwasreallyfun

causewehaddecidedtodriveallthewaytoDurban,

wewantedtodothingsdifferently,afterseveral

hoursofbeingontheroad,wefinallymakeittothe

hotel,itwasnowtimeforustodecidehowtoshare

roomandwhowassharingwithwho

Nompumelelo:theprosofbeingalesbian,amwith

myTrinasoamsorted,justgivememyroomkeys

Qeenmotherhandsherthekeys



Minnie:andamsharingwithkhanyi

Me:youarenotbeingfairMinnieweknowsihle

doesn'tlikeme.

Sihle:butIwanttosharearoomwithqueen

mother.

Queenmother:notthetimesihle,myhusbandjust

rosefromthedeadsowehavealotofmakingupto

do,don'tbesurprisedifhedoespayusasurprise

visit

Mpumie:eewmom,that'sdisgusting

Queenmother:whatamjustbeinghonest

Mphumie:stillmomtoomuchinfo

Trina:babespeakingofmakingup

Queenmother:willyoutoojustgotoyourroom

alreadyandfineIdogetyourpoint,it'sdisgusting.

Mpumie:thankyou

Me:sihle,IguessyouandIarestuckwitheach

other

Queenmothergivesusourroomkey,wegetin



sihlechoosesherbedfirst,wepackourbagsina

nicemanner,wegetreadysincethehostsaidwe

wouldbehavingaformaldinner,ihelpsihlewith

herdress,Imustsayshelookedstunning,wegoto

meetupwiththerestofthegroup,wealllooked

reallystunningevenTrinainherformalfemalesuit,

wesitaroundthetable

Queenmother:beforeweallhavesomethingtoeat,

Ijustwanttothankyouall,youallaretruly

remarkablewomen,ZoeyyouleadbyExample,I

tookacoupleofpagesfromyourbook,Khanyiand

youMinnieyoushowedtrueremarkablestrengths,

youallhelpedmekeepthefamilytogether,youall

trulydeservethisandMpumiemyprincessthank

youforbeinganamazingdaughterthatyouare ,I

loveyoumygirl,Trinathankyoufortakingcareof

her.

NowthattheregistrationfortheDlaminibridesis

almostcompleteIwilllikeustoworktogetherand

buildeachotherup,rememberwedon'tteareach

otherdown,wehelpeachotherfixourcrowns

Weallthankqueenmotherandweorderourfood,I



mustsayitreallywasamazingthattherewasno

dramaatthetable,evensihlewhousuallystirsthe

potwasonherbestbehavior,Icouldtellthiswas

goingtobeanamazingvacation.

Queenmother/Nomcebo

Ihadjustfinishedeatingdinnerwithmyfamily

whenIgetacallfromThando

Me:ifitisn'tMrsPeterson,howcanIbeofhelpto

you?

Thando:queenmotherpleasehelpme,thisoldhag

Icallamotherinlawisbeingapainintheass

Me:really,youThandoPetersonneedmyhelp?,

pigsmustbeflyingorhellmusthavefrozeover.

Thando:queenmotherplease.

Me:okayletmehelpyou,youseethewomanyou

callanoldhaggisjustamotherprotectingherson,

bothfromgolddiggersandfromhimgettinghurt,

soit'suptoyoutoshowherthatyoutrulydolove



herson

Thando:pleasequeenmotherhelpme,comeup

withaplan

Me:amnolongerthathumanbeingThando,Idon't

scheme,manipulateandgobehindpeoplesback

anymore,theenergyIhaveforisdoinggoodformy

community,youcancomeandhelpamstartinga

non-profitorganization

Thando:mxm,Ishouldhavenevercalledyouyou

areofnousetome

Shehangsup,IwasupsetandIneededtoclearmy

brain,Itakemymother'sring,itwasgiventoherby

mygrandmother

Igoknockonzoey'sdoor

Zoey:queenmotherareyoufine?

Me:yesdearlet'stakeawalktothebeach.

wegoandtakeawalk

Me:Zoeyyouareanamazingremarkablewoman,

youhaveshownmysontruelove,whichiswhyI

wanttogiveyouthis(Isaygivingherthering)



sincekhanyiisthenextqueeninwaitingandam

goingtogiveMinnieallofjewelrysomeday,I

wantedtogiveyoumymostprizedpossessions

Zoey:wowthankyouqueenmother

Me:itbelongedtograndmother,shegaveitmy

motherandnowamtrustingyouwithitandplease

giveitKhwezisomeday

Zoey:woowqueenmotherareyousureaboutthis.

Me:yesjustpassitdowntoKhwezi,nowlet'sgo

backit'sgettinglate.

Wegobacktothehotel,Igotomyroom,whileZoey

goestohers,Ijustcallmyhusbandandtalktohim

untilIfellasleep.

[09/30,11:19] :Insert98

Zoey

ItwasanamazingcoupleofdaysinDurban,other

thanSihlesulkinghereandthereanditwasnow



finallytimetogohome,Weallcouldn'twait,apart

from Trinaandnompumeleloweallhadmissedour

husband'sandkids,Ireallyhadmissedmysweet

angelLwazi,okayfineImissedmydivatoo,I

couldn'twaittoseehercuteadroableface,weget

intooutcarsandgohome,afterhoursandhours

intheroadwewerefinallyhome,Bandilewasat

workalready,sothefirstthingIdoistogoand

checkonmybabies,divabeingdivacriestoget

myattention,Ipickherup,Lwazijustcomesand

grabsmyleg,IhadnoideahowmuchIhadmissed

thistwo,Iplacethemontheirplaymatandiplay

withthem,theyeventuallyfallasleep,Igoand

startcookingsupper,Iwasstillbusycooking

whenbandilecomesandgrabsmebymywaist

Bandile:IreallyhadmissedyoumaDlamini

Me:nchoo,Ihadmissedyoumyking

Bandile:wannagoandplaycatchupinthe

bedroom ?

Me:butamcookingsupper

Bandile:forgetsupper,Imissyou,wecanorderin



itgoeatatthemainhouse

Me:ilikethesoundofthat

Wegotothebedroom,weliterallycouldn'tkeepout

handsoffeachotherandtherestasthewayis

history

Thando

Theoldhagwasliterallymakingmylifealiving

nightmare,Ihadgonetomyparentsplaceand

pickedthegirlsup,theyweretheonlyonesthat

couldkeepmesameatthistime,Ihadgonetothe

kitchentofixmyselfasnackandhadleftthegirls

playinginthelivingroom ,thewitchfollowsmeto

thekitchen

MrsPeterson:golddiggerwhodoyouthinkwill

cleanafteryourkids?

Me:don'tworrymeIwillcleanupaftertheyare

done.

MrsPeterson:mamyfoot,doIlooklikelhavea



daughteryourageoramIyouruglymother

Me:listenandlistentomegoodyouoldhag,you

caninsultmeallyouwantbutwhenitcomestomy

parentsandmykidsthatiswhereIdrawtheline

andcanyoupleasegotohellforawhile.

MrsPeterson:Ivacationthere,sopleasesendme

somewherenew,amtiredofhellandtheplace

seemfullatthistimeoftheyear,soplease

recommendanotherplace

Me:whycan'tyoujustacceptthatGreggandilove

eachother?

MrsPeterson:andwhycan'tyoujustacceptthat

willneveracceptagolddiggerlikeyoucauseyou

arejustnotwomanenoughformyson

Me:andwhoiswomanenoughforyourson?,

Kimberly?(Madison'smother)oohpleasewe

bothknowsheisnothingbuttrash

MrsPeterson:atleastsheisnonotbarrenandcan

givemysonkids,sheisawomannotaman

trappedinawoman'abody(ifeltthat,Iwantedto

crybutididn'twanttogiveherthesatisfaction)



Me:canyoujustpleaseleavemealone?

MrsPeterson:canyoupleaseleavemysonalone

Idecidetoignoreherandgobacktowheremy

girlswhere,theyseemedreallyhappyandthat

broughtbackalittlesmileonmyface.

Fewdayslater

TodaywasfinallyLauren'sday,Iwassohappyfor

her,theexcitementinmewasjusttoomuch,

BandileIwokeupprettyearlybecauseasthemaid

ofhonour,amtobehelpingLauren,queenmother

wastheonebabysittingdiva(khwezi)andLiam,

wegetthereandLauren'snerveswereona

hundrend,IcallLethabo,whocomesandhelpme

clamherdown,Iwastakingmanypicturesandi

hadacaptionthatsaid"whenyourbestieisgetting

married,#weddingvibes"Bandilecomesandtells



meheisgoingtotheweddingvenuesinceiwillhe

withthebridalparty,wefinallygetdonecandwe

makeourwaytothevenue,itwasanoutdoor

wedding,withaviewofabeautifuldam,Icouldn't

helpitbutcryasmyfriendmadeherwaytoget

groom ,weddingsarebeautiful,theyexchange

theirvows ,theyareproncedhusbandandwife,

wegoandtakepictures,thistimeatleastIdidn't

looklikeawhale,Lethabodid,she,Saneleand

Bandilehadjoinedus

Aftertakingpictureswemakeourwaytothe

receptionhall,itwasstunning,Icriedagainand

thistimeIcouldn'tevenblameitonhormones,we

partyawayintothenight,Bandileandiwere

dancingourassesoff

Wehadsomuchfun,somehowLauren'swedding

hadbroughtmeandBandileevencloserbythe

timewegohome

Twodayslater



Bandile

Lauren'sweddinghadsomehowmademerealised

thatIgavemyqueeneverything,exceptabig

beautifulwedding,zoeyhadreallystuckwithme

throughitallandshedeservesthis,Idecidean

goingtoproposetohertonightanditwasperfect

becauseshewasatwork,IcallmyP.Aandtellher

tocanceleverysinglealpointmentIhad,Iaskmom

totakethetwins,Iwasamanonamissionandi

didn'twanttobedistracted,Idrivetoaflower

shop

ShopAssistant:sirhowcanwehelpyou

Me:redrosesaremywivesfavourite,soIwant

everysingleredroseandredrosePetalyouhave

intheshop.

ShopAssistant:sirareyousureaboutthat?,do

youhaveanideawhatit'sgoingtocostyou?

Me:amhundredandtenpercentsure(isaygiving

hermycard)pleasealsoaddsomecandles



ShopAssistant:certainlysir,pleasesignhereand

fillouttheformssoourdeliverytruckcandeliver,

sincethisisahugeorder

Idothat,thetruckwasbehindme,Iorderfood

fromherfavouriterestaurantandhaveahugesign

thatsays"marrymeagainmade"

Ifinallygohomes,calleverysinglememberofour

familyincludingSihle,guardsandAuntybella,dad

wasintheUSvisitingqueenNoma,Igivethema

redroseeachtogivetozoey,Iinstructtheguard

toletthemwalkallthewaytothehouse.

Zoey

Itwasfinallyknockofftime,Igetintomycar

wellAnthony'scaranddrivehome,Iwasreally

tiredandallIwantedwasalongrelaxingbathand

somesleep,Ifinallygethome,Iwasatthegate

when,theguardhandsmearedrose,thenthe

secondguard,okaythisisstrange



Me:whatisthisallabout?

Guard:madamjustgetoutofthecarandfollowme

Me:areyoucrazy?,whatisgoingon

guard:manjustdoasIsay

OkayIdo,Bandilemustbebehindthisamgoingto

killhim,assoonasthegateopen,Iseeeveryone

holdingaredroseflowerbutBandilewasnotthere,

aredcarpetlaidoutformewithrosepertalevery

where,Ifollowthesignscollectingflowers,the

signsleadmetoourhouse,whatIseewhenIopen

thedoor,myGod,ourentirelivingroomand

dinningroomfilledwithflowersandcandles,Iwas

intears,mykneesallweak,Bandilecomesand

holdsmehetellsmetolookatthewall,IdoandI

seethishugeasssignthatsays"marrymeagain"

Me:areyouserious?

Bandile:asaheartattack

Me:Ofcourseiwill,overandoveragain

Everyonewashappyforus,theycomeandjoinus,

wehavedinnerandtheyleave



Icouldn'tbelieveit,itfeltlikeadream,Iwasreally

excited,Iwefinallygoingtohavemydream

wedding,Icouldn'twaittostartplanningmy

wedding,thiswasgoingtobemotherofall

weddings.

[09/30,11:19] :Insert99

Zoey

Youshouldhaveseenhowhappyeveryonewasat

theroyalhouse

Queenmother:thisisgoingtobethelastroyal

weddingsinceMpumieandTrinasaidtheydon't

wantawedding,soweneedtogooutwithabang.

Khanyi:Isecondthat,thisneedstobethemother

ofallweddings

Mpumie:TrinaandIwillsponsoryouguyswitha

seventiercakeandthree,threetiercakes

Me:really?,thankyou.



Minnie:holditrightthere,UnathiandIaregoingto

payforyourhoneymoonanywhereyouwanttogo.

Khanyi:meandsphamandlawillpayforyour

venueandtransportationforthedaypluspayfor

themakeupartist

Bandile:thankyou,keepthosegiftscoming

Queenmother:wellmylastbornsonisgetting

marriedandIcan'tletyouminionsoutdomenow

canI?,amgoingtopayforzoey's,wellthekingand

Iaregoingtopayforzoey'sdress,anydressofher

choice,wearealsogoingtopayforthewedding

planner

Ihuggqueenmother

Me:thankyouqueenmother

Queenmother:youdeservethisandmoredear.

Me:thankyoutoallofyou,thismeanstheworldto

me

TheyfinallyleaveandnowitwasjustBandileandI,

Icouldn'tbelieveit,Iwasfinallygoingtohavea

weddingofmydreams.



Bandile:soMrsBandileDlaminiwhatdoyouwant

todonow?

Me:firstofallIwanttobreakthenewstomy

family,myfriendsandthentotherestoftheworld

andthenIcanshowyoumyappreciationforgiving

memydreamwedding,nobudgetweddingright?

Pluswearegettingfreebies

Bandile:finenobudgetjustdon'tgocrazy.

Me:meZoeyDlaminigocrazy?,noway,evena

thousandrandformyweddingwillbefine,Imean

amthatgirlwhocanwearatrashbaganditwould

lookglamorous,Itellyou.

Bandile:fine,letmegiveyouspacewhileyou

breakthenewstoyourfamily

Itakemyphonedialmydad'snumber,ama

daddy'sgirlafterall,notthatIdon'tlovemom,Ido

Dad:,princess

Me:Dad,areyouwithmomandAnthony?

Dad:yourmomisinthekitchen,Anthonyisinhis

roomdoingGodknowswhat.



Me:canyoupleasecallthem,Iwanttotalktoallof

you

Dad:princessiseverythingfine?

Me:yesdad,everythingisfine

DadcallsforAnthonyandmom,whoallcame

rushing

Mom:zoeyareyouokay?

Anthony:dumbheadiseverythingfine?

Me:yes,guesswhoisgettingmarried?

Anthony:noway,nofreakingway

Mom:seriously?,congratulationsbabygirl,Ihave

waitedforthismomentmyentirelife(shestarts

crying,whichmakesmecryalso)

Dad:congratulationssweetheart,Ican'twaittogive

youaway.

Mom:amsohappyforyoubaby

Anthony:dumbheadshoutifyouneedanyhelp

andcongratulations.



Me:thankyoumomanddadanddweebIwillbe

knockingonyourdoorsoonerthanyouthink,I

havetogo.

Ihangup,therewasjustonepersonIhadtocall

beforeIcallmyfriends,sisFlo,thewomanwas

practicallymyothermother,sheraisedme

Itakemyphoneanddialhernumber

Sisflo:Zoeybabyareyouokay?

Me:yessisFlo,Infactammorethanokay,amon

topoftheworld,Ijustwantedtodeliverapersonal

invitetoawedding

SisFlo:whoisgettingmarried?

Me:youdisappointmesisFlo,whoelsewould

wanttogiveyouavipseatattheirwedding?,girl

yourbabygirlisfinallygettingmarried.

Shescreams,mypoorears,amsureamgoingto

needahearingaidafterthis

SisFlo:nowaymygirl,youaregettingmarried?.

Me:yessisFloam finallyhavingmydream

wedding



SisFlo:amsohappyforyoumygirl,youhave

mademeproud.

me:thankyousisFlo

Ihangup,Ifinallycallmyfriends,Imakea

conferencecallsoIcanbreakthenewstothem

together

Lethabo:madlamini

Me:youmakemesoundsooldandancientleeJoy

Lauren:butyouaremadlamini

Me:carefulgirlsorIwon'tinviteyoutothemother

ofallweddings

Lethabo:no,noway

Me:yesway

LaurenandLethaboscream

Lethabo:somygirlisfinallyhavingherdream

wedding?

Me:yesprincecharmingfinallyproposed,Iwill

sendyoupicturesinafewminutes,Iswearjealousy

isgoingtoeatyouup,myhouseisfullofrosesas



wespeak

Lethabo:setadatewhereinsomeofuswon'tbe

lookinglikewhalesplease

Me:Lethaboyouaregoingtogivebirthanyday

fromnowsorelax

Lauren:Icantwait

Me:metoogirls

Lethabo:letmegetoffthephonebefore,Igointo

laborbecauseoftheexcitement,congratshunyou

deservethis.

Lauren:amsohappyforyou,thismeansweallgot

ourdreamweddingsgirls.

NowthatIhavetoldeveryonethatisimportantto

me,itwasfinallytimetosharethenewswiththe

world,thiswasmymomentandIwasenjoying

everymomentofit,Igoandpostpicturesandsay"

whenhewantstomarryyouoverandoveragain"

#MrandMrsBandileDlamini

#thelastroyalwedding



mysocialmediaaccountswere

floodingwithcongratulationsmessages

Thando

Iwasreallyhavingadifficulttimewiththewitchof

amotherinlawIhad,whatmadeitworsewasthat

sheactedlikeanabsoluteangelinhersons

presence,Madisonontheotherhandwasasweet

angel,wishthewitchcouldgetthebroomandfly

awayalready,Iwasinoneofmysocialmedia

accounts,whenIsawZoeytrending,Idecideto

checkitout,whatIsawhadmegreenwithenvy,I

don'tgettogivemyhusbandkidsandshegetsto

haveherhappilyeverafter,afterpeoplesawitwas

thelastroyalwedding,theywerereallymakinga

hugedealoutofthis,Icouldn'thandleit,Iclosemy

phone,Igopreparesupper,thewitchoftheinlaw

couldn'tstoprubbingitinfacehowmybabydaddy

isgettingmarried,Gregghadtostepinatsome

point,togethertoshutup,IswearonedayIwill



sendthewitchtohellwhereshebelongs

fewweekslater

Bandile

AfterZoeypostedourphotosonhersocialmedia

account,magazine's,severalvlogs,severalTV

programswantedtodoourweddingcoveragesince

itwasthe"lastroyalweddinginourgeneration",so

itwasphotoshootafterphotoshoot,everyone

wantedtobepartoftheroyalwedding,notthatI

enjoyedtheattentionbutthiswasmywife's

momenttoshineandIwantedhertoenjoyevery

momentofit,aslongasshewasahappywoman,I

wasahappyman

momandZoey'smother,nottomentionkhanyi,

sihle,Minnie,LaurenandLethabo(whojustgave

birthtoababyboy)wereallbusy,thiswasahuge

wedding,eventhevillagerswerebringingusfree



stuff,whetheritbevegetables,bridesmaiddresses,

cateringcompaniesanddecocompaniesthat

decoratedforcelebritieswereofferingtheir

servicesattherateeverythingisgoing,ZoeyandI

werenotgoingtospendadimeonourweddingday.

[09/30,11:19] :Finale

Insert100

Zoey

TodaywasfinallyMyweddingdayLethabo,Lauren,

khanyi,Minnieandevensihlewerebymyside,they

werehelpingmeputonmybigballgowndesigner

dress

ImustsayIreallylookedbreathtaking,evenifIdo

saysomyself.

Me:Lethabo,Lauren,Minnieandkhanyi,Iwould

lovetothankyouforeverythingandyousihleI



knowwehaven'tseeneyetoeyestillthankyoufor

beingbymysideatthismoment

YouallsistersIneverhad

Iwasstilltalkingtotheladieswhenmomfinally

walksin

Mom:ladiescanyoupleasegivemeandthebride

amomentalone

Theladiesleave

Mom:lookatyoumybeautifulbabygirl,allgrown,

itseemslikeyesterdaywhenIbroughtyouback

fromthehospital,thisistheonemomentIhave

beenwaitingformyentirelifeamsoproudofyou

(shewascrying)

Me:mompleasedont,yougonnamakemecryand

Iwillruinmymakeup.

Mom :amsorrybutallowmetakethisbeautiful

momentin

SisFlowalksin,Imustsayshelookedreally

stunning

SisFlo:Nana,howareyoufeeling?



Me:honestyIfeellikeamdreaming,ambothhappy

andnervousatthesametime.

Itwasstilljustme,momandsisFlowhenqueen

motherwalksin

Queenmother:ladiesifyouwillexcusemeIwould

liketotakeacloserlookatthebride

(shecomesnearmeandgivesmeahug)lookat

thebeautybeforeme,Iwasbusycollectingstones

formysonbutmysonwentoutthereandgot

himselfa bigbeautifuldiamond,Icouldn'tbemore

proud

Me:thankyouqueenmother

Weallstartpraying,wehadjustfinishedpraying

whenkhanyicameandtoldusitwastimetoleave

Theyhadclosedsixstreetsjustformywedding,

threelarge(verylarge)tentswereerractedforthe

villagers,withbigscreens,:sothattheycanseen

whatisgoingon,Ifinallymakemywaytothecar,it

wasmeanddadinthecar,therewerecameras

everywhereandmyweddingwasbeing

broadcastedliveonmostsocialplatforms



Wemakeourwaytothevenue,myheartwas

beatingreallyfast

Itwasnowfinallytimeformeanddad,asImade

mywaytomyhusband,bandileandIhaddecided

togetaverytalentedsingerwithinthefamilyto

sign,thesonginTylerperry's,madea'sfamily

reunion

"itseemslikeforeverthatIhavewaitedforyou,in

worldfullofdisappointment,onethingistrue,God

hasblessedmeandhehasblessedyoutoo...."

AsIwasinmyfather'sarms,Iwassonervous,I

waslookingdowntheentiretime,Ifinallylookupas

wewereapproachingbandile,Iseehimcrying,that

reallytouchedmecausethatishowIwouldhave

lovedhimtoreact,itwasperfect

Myfathertakeshandandjoinsitwithbandile'sarm

Pastor:whogivesthisyoungwomanaway?

Dad:Ido

Dadtakesmyarmandkissesit,hegoesandjoins

mom



Pastor:ladiesandGentlemenwearegatheredhere

toheretodaytojoininhollymatrimonyagain,

bandileandmelokuhleZoeyDlamini,ifofany

reasonwhatsoeverthereisanyonewhobelieves

thistwoshouldnotbejoinedtogetherspeakor

foreverholdyourpeace

Anditwascompletesilence

Pastor:andnowthatwehavegottenthatoutofthe

way,Zoeyandbandilehavechosentosaytheirown

vows,bandileyougofirst

Bandile:thereisasayingbehindeverysuccessful

manthereisawoman,youmyqueenhaveproved

thattimeandtimeagain,thereweretimeswhen

givingupseemedliketheonlyoptionbutyoumy

lovenevergaveuponus,myloveforyouknowsno

bounds,Iloveyouwithyourimperfections,flaws

andallMelokuhleZoeyDlaminiandthatiswhyam

sayingIdooverandoveragainmy.

Pastor:(helooksatme)andnowitisyourturn

Zoey

Me:GoshmykingwheredoIbegin,thedayI



decidedtogivemyhearttoyouwasthedayItook

thebestdecisionIhaveevertakenandIhavenot

regertedsince,wewhetheredstormstogetherand

wecameoutstrongerthanever,myloveforyou

growsstrongerandstrongerbytheday,acceptyou,

withyourflawsandimperfections

Pastor:nowthatyouhaveexchangedyourvows,

maythebestmanbringtheringssoIcanbless

them

Sanelewasthebestman,hegivestheringstothe

pastor,thepastorblessesthem,weexchangethe

rings

Pastor:bythepowervestedinme,Inow

pronounceyouhusbandandwife,bandileyoumay

kissyourbride

Lordthatpart,Iswearassoonasbandileliftsthe

vailwesharethelongestkissever

MeanwhileThando



Ihadnochoicebuttowatchthemuchtalkedabout

wedding,sinceitwasalleveryonewastalkingabout

includingthewitchofmymotherinlaw,itwas

reallyahugewedding,itseemslikeeveryone

exceptmewantedtobepartofthedamnwedding,

sixstreetsclosedjustforplasticdollsweddingand

itseemsasmostpeoplehadtimecausetheyhad

gatheredinthreelargetents,whatawaste

BacktoZoey

Afterweleavethematrimonialvenue,wegoand

takeourweddingpictures,wegotothereception

venue,myplannerhadreallydonehermagicwith

thethemeIgaveher,Icrybandilewasthereto

distractmebywhisperingsweetnothingtomyears,

sinceLaurenwasmymaidofhonorIgave

Lethabothehonorofsayingacoupleofwords

Lethabo:Zoeymyfriend,wehavebeenthrough

thickandthintogether,Icouldn'thavewishedfora

betterpartnerforyouandyouMrbandileDlamini



youcouldn'thavechosen,abetterwifean

intelligent,strongwilledwoman

Ihaveseenwhatyoubothhavetoenduretobehere

together,Iwishnothingbutthebestforthetwoof

you.

Anditwasnowdad'sturn

Dad:ZoeyIwouldlovetosaythisloudandclear

foreveryonetohear,amproudofyoumygirland

bandilepleasetakecareofmymostpriced

possession

Anthony:(:hecoughs)uhhdadamstillintheroom

Everyonelaugh

Dad:bandileIknowyoutwoloveeachotherplease

letnothingchangethat.

Nowitwasthekingsturn

KingDlamini:youtwoprovedthattruelovedoes

exist,ZoeyIwouldliketothankyouformoldingmy

sontobethemanheistoday,Iknowitwasn'tan

easyroadroadforthetwoofyoubutthankGodyou

endured



Nowthatspeecheswhereoutoftheway,dadandI

haveourfirstdance,itwasamazing,thenbandile

andIdance,everyonejoinsin.

Wepartyawaytilllatehours,bandileandIgotoour

hotelroom ,thetwinswereinsafehandswith

queenmother,weweregoingtotheMaldivesfor

ourhoneymoon

Thefollowingmorningwewakeupearly,getready

andwegocatchourflighttotheMaldives,Iwasa

happywoman

AmZoeyDlamini,thiswasmyjourneyfrom the

imperfectmakotitotheperfectmakoti,thankyou

forwalkingwithme


