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Nomalanga:"MrMbathasaidIwillstartworking

tonight,I'msureyoutwowillbehaveandmakesure



thatyoulockthedoor".

Theboyslookedateachother,theirmotherhave

beenbeggingthelocaltarvenownerforajoband

nowthatshehasscoredone,itworriedthemtoo

muchthatshehadtoworktwojobs.

Khulani:"Whattimeareyouknockingoff?".

Nomalanga:"Idon'tknowmaybewheneveryone

startstoleaveandI'msureitwillbeinthemorning

becauseyouknowdrunkpeopletheyneverwantto

stopdrinking".

Sheforcedasmile.

Khulani:"SoyouleftthejobatmissMthembu's

house?".

Nomalangawasworkingforaschoolteacherfour

daysaweekandthemoneyshewasearningwas

notenoughforthethreeofthem.

Khulani:"MaybeIshouldgoandworkatthattarven,

itisnotgoodforyoutoworklateshifts".

Nomalanga:"Andwhataboutschool?Verysoonyou

arewrittingyourexamsandIdon'twant-".



Nsika:"Momnevermindhim,wewillmakesurethat

welockthedoors".

Khulani:"No-onelistenstomeinthishouseanyway".

Nsika:"Maybeit'sbecauseyoualwaystrytostress

mom".

Khulani:"Justshutup,Iwasn'teventalkingtoyou,

youlikeinterferinginthingsthatdoesn'teven

concernyou".

Nomalanga:"Enough!Khulanistoptalkingandwash

thesedishes".

Nomalangabuiltatworoomhouseoutsideher

mothershouse,raisingtwoboyswasthehardestjob

buttheywerethefamilyshehad,Khulaniwasthe

oldesthewasveryprotectiveoverhismotherand

alwaysspokehismind,Nsikawasveryhumbleand

onlyspokesense..Khulanilikedthingsandheknew

thatwheneverhegotintotroublewithhismother

Nsikawasalwaystheretohelphimeventhoughhe

wouldshoutathimlater..theybothsoldcigarettes

atschooltomakeextracash.hefinishedthedishes.

Khulani:"AreyoustillgoingtoThemba'sgig?".



Nsika:"Idon'tknowman,auntaskedmetobabysit

forhertonight".

Khulani:"ButGrandmawillbehomeandit'snotlike

shewillpayyou,youdontowethatwomananything".

Nsika:"i'lldoitjusttoavoidtortureandmore

drama".

Khulani:"It'sbecauseyouaretoosofttothem,you

knowwhati'llhelpyoubabysitandwhenthekids

startsfallingasleepwewillgoout".

Nsika:"Coolbutwehavetocomebackbeforemom

comesbackhome".

Theybothhadeachothersback,Theydidn'tlike

beingbossedaroundbytheirauntandgrandmabut

theirmotheralwaystoldthemtobepoliteandnever

talkbacktoelders,evenNomalangahatedtosee

herkidsdoingfavourstoherfamilywhohatedher

buttoavoidbeingcallednamesandmoredrama

sheallowstheboystodowhateverthattheytell

themtodobutKhulaniwasdifferent,healwaystell

themthewaytogetoff.Theboyswaitedfortheir

momtoleaveforworkandfixedtheiroutfit,they



madesuretoeatbeforegoingtotheir

grandmother'shouse,theyhatedherfoodandeven

water.

Nsika:"Knockknock,Grandma".

Khulanirolledhiseyesandwalkedpassher.

Grandma:"Didn'tThab'siletellyoutocomeat5?".

Khulani:"Heisherenowisn'the?".

Grandma:"YouaredisrespectfulandItoldyou

nevertosetyourfoothereinthishouse".

Khulani:"Isthatso?IfI'mneversettingmyfoothere

inthishousethanmybrotherwillalsonotsethis

here,whowillyouorderaround?Youandyour

daughterareungrateful".

Grandma:"KhulaniI-".

Nsika:"Let'sgocheckthekids".

Theylefttheirgrandmotherinthekitchenstill

shouting,theywalkedpasstheroomsandheadedto

wherethekidswere,theoldestwasthirteenyears

old,shelovedhercousins,whenshesawthem

comingin,shejumpedupandhuggedthem.



Hlelo:"Whydidn'tyouguystellmethatyouare

coming?".

Khulani:"Wewantedtosurpriseyou,surprise!".

Theyalllaughed..

Khulani:"Yourgrandmothercan'tstopmaking

noise".

Hlelo:"Don'tmindher,youknowthatshe'slikea

radiothatneverstopstalking,andIguessyouare

heretobabysitus".
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Nsika:"Untilyoufallasleep".

Hlelo:"Andwhereareyougoingafter?".

Nsika:"Whosaidwearegoingsomewhere?".



Hlelo:"Thewayyouaredressedsaysitall".

Khulani:"Thembahasagigtonightbutdon'ttell

yourGrandma".

Hlelo:"Iwon'tbutifyoupromisetogowithme".

Nsika:"It'stimeforyoutosleepnow".

Hlelo:"Comeon,IknowThembahewon'tmind".

Khulani:"KnowingThembadoesn'tmeanheisyour

friend,Hleloyouareakid,kidsdon'tgooutatnight".

Hlelo:"ButI'mahighschoolstudent".

Nsika:"agradeeightstudents,youcan'tbechilling

withthegradetwelves".

Khulani:"Anddon'ttellmethatyoustillhaveacrush

onThembacozifIeverhearthatyouguysare

talkingi'llkillyouboth".

Hlelo:"Finebutyouoweme,tenbuckseach".

Khulani:"What?".

Nsika:"I'llbuyyoulunchatschoolonMonday".

Hlelo:"NoIneedcashnow".



Khulani:"Ifyoureallyneedmoney,youwillhelp

thesekidsfallasleepandwe'llgototheparty".

Hlelo:"Deal".

Khulanipayedhertwentybucksandtheygotout

usingawindow,ThembawasKhulani'sfriend,he

wasanamateurDjandwouldusuallyhostgigsfor

schoolkidseverynowandthan,hisfatherborrowed

himhisgarageandtherewasanentrancefee,they

walkedanotverylongwalkingdistance..whenthey

gottothepartytheypartedways.Khulaniwentto

hisfriendontheDjstandandNsikatookacanof

beeronthecoolerandsatdown.Itwaseverygirl's

dreamintheirschooltodateoneofthebrothersand

thebrothersknewthatandalsotookadvantageof

girls,theyneverranaftergirls,girlsranafterthem.It

wasstillearlyandtheywaitedforthecrowdto

gatheralongandtheyknewthathostingeventsfor

highschoolkidstheeventswillalwaysstartlate

becausesomeofthemwillhavetowaitforeveryone

tosleepathomeandsneakout.Khulaniand

ThembacameandsatnexttoNsika.

Themba:"Isyourgirlfriendcoming?".



Khulani:"Who?".

Themba:"Ayanda,thatgirlishot".

Khulani:"Idon'tlikehermaarn,sheistooforward

andshethinksshecangetanyboyshewants,look

atwhatshedidwithSthe".

Nsika:"Sheplayedwiththatpoorguysheartand

refusedtosleepwithhim,maybeyoucanbeatherat

herowngame".

Khulani:"Idon'tlikeher,everythingabouther

irritatesmeeventhewayshetalks".

Themba:"Comeondon'tbesuchanass,asNsika

saysbeatheratherowngame,sheplayedwithSthe

andpreadrumorsabouthimatschoolsoit'stime

youhelpafellowbrothergetrevenge".

Nsika:"Didyoubuymorecondoms,Imeanjustin

case".

Khulani:"ThegirlwantsbothofusNsika,sheis

confusedbuttheonewhowillshaghertonightwill

getahundredbuck".

Themba:"Yesman!That'swhatI'mtalkingabout!".



Nsika:"GameonbutwebothknowthatifIgether

first,she'llcomebackbeggingformore".

Themba:"Maybeyoushoulddoathreesome".

Nsika:"Wearenotoutofourminds".

Khulani:"Youarecrazy,ThembaIalwaystellyouto

stopwatchingTylerPerrymovies,thatniggaisa

disgracetoanentiremalenation".

Theyalllaughed,Khulanibelievedthatallromantic

moviespaintabadpicturetoallmales,that'swhyhe

preferredtowatchactionmoviesandsuperhero

moviesnothingelse..thecrowdstartedcoming,

Themba'sdadsoldalcoholinsidebutincheaper

prices,hewasthecoolestdadever,thebrothers

thought.

Nsika:"Thereshecomeswithherbrats".

HecommentedseeingAyandaandherfriends

coming,shewasbeautifulbuttheboyshatedthe

wayshecarriedherself.

Themba:"Myworkbeginsnow,latergents".

Heleftthem..itwasgameonforthebrothers,who



everwinswillgetmoneyfromtheonewholost.

Ayanda:"Ithoughtyouguysweregonnapassbymy

place".

Khulani:"WehadtoarriveearlyandhelpT-man".

Nsika:"Youlookgreattonight".

Sheblushed,shealwayswantedtoshowoff.

Khulani:"ButIthinkit'sabitcoldforthatskirt,it's

tooshort".

Nsika:"Don'tmindhim,youlookgreat".
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Khulanireallyhatedthegirlbuthehadtoplaytoget

moneyfromhisbrother,thepartystartedheatingup

andthecrowdwascrazy.



Nsika:"Doyoumindcomingwithmetothe

bathroom?".

Ayanda:"NoI-".

Nsika:"Comeonbabygirl,please".

Ayanda:"Sure".

Hewinkedathisbrother,therewasatoiletoutside

butNsikadidn'tneedatoilet,theywentoutside

holdingeachothershands.

Ayanda:"Khulaniwillbemadatme,heistheone

whoinvitedme".

Nsikadidnothesitate,hepushedheragainstthe

wallandstartedkissingher,hishandtrailedfreely

onherexposedthighs.Ayandakissedhimback,it

wasthebestkissshehaseverhad.

Ayanda:"Aah-don'tpullupmyskirt".

Herespectedthegirlswish,hestoppedandlooked

ather,hischarmingfacemadeherheartmeltaway.

Nsika:"Canwegoinsidethehouse,Themba'sdad

won'tmind,please".



Ayanda:"Todowhat,Ican-".

Nsika:"IleftmyfoneinsideandIwantsomealone

timewithyou".

Heheldherhand,Themba'sdadwasinthedining

room,hetrustedhissonandhisfriends,hewasthe

mostsupportivefathereverandtreatedthebrothers

likehisown,theywentpasshimandwentstraightto

Themba'sroom.

Nsika:"MakeyourselfcomfortableI'mcoming,do

youneedmorebeer?".

Ayanda:"Sure".

Hegaveherasmallkissandwenttothedining

room.

Thamba'sdad:"Whoisthatgirl?".

Nsika:"Wewilltalklaterman,IneedtoseeKhulani".

Themba'sdad:"Youcantakethebeerinthefreezer".

Nsika:"I-well-Ineedcondoms".

Themba'sdad:"Youwalkallthewayfromyour

housewithoutcondoms?Are-".



Nsika:"Timercanyoushoutatmelater,rightnow

I'minahurry".

Themba'sdad:"Checkinmybedroom,firstdrawer

onyourleft".

Hetookabeerandwentforthecondoms,hemade

surethathehidthem,Ayandawasverycomfortable,

hegaveherabeer.

Ayanda:"WhoisolderbetweenyouandKhulanior

youaretwins?".

Nsika:"Khulaniisafewmonthsold".

Ayanda:"Everyonethinksyouaretwinsand-".

Heshutherupwithakiss,Nsikawantedto

completethemissionandgobacktotheparty,his

lipswerejuicyandsoft,thegirlmeltedinthem.He

tookthezipofherskirtdown,shewantedhimto

stopbutthefeelingwasunbearable,hemadeher

feekthingsshehasneverfeltbefore,heliftedupher

shirtandstartedmuffingherbreasts,shemoaned

brushinghishead.

Hestoppedandlookedather.



Nsika:"Haveyoueverdonethisbefore?".

Ayanda:"No".

Anxietystartedrollinginhishead,avirgin?Shewas

avirgin?Hewantedtostopthere,hisexperience

withavirginneverwentwell,hepreferredgirlswho

weresexuallyexperienced,notagirlwhowillnag

himandrunafterhimjustbecausehebrokeher

virginity.Hewasalreadyonamissionandhewas

notreadytoloseoverhisbrother,hepulledouta

condomandinvitedhimselfin.Nsikadidnotenjoy

atall,hewasdoingitforthesakeofnotlosingabet.

Hehelpedthegirlgetdressed.

Ayanda:"I'msuremyfriendsarelookingforme".

Nsika:"IwillmeetyououtsideIneedtocleanhere".

ShewentoutandNsikacleaned,thepartywasstill

on..

Khulani:"Okaylilbro.Isaluteyou".

Nsika:"Mymoney?".

Themba:"Howwasit?".

Nsika:"She'savirginImeanwas".



Hesaidsippingonthecanofbeer.

Khulani:"Noways".

Nsika:"YeswaysandIhavetodoublemymoney,I

needtwohundredbucksbecauseIdon'tdovirgins".

Themba:"Ifeelsorryforyouman,shewillfollow

youaround,that'swhatIhateaboutbreakingagirls

virginity,theyalwaysthinkthatsinceyouaretheir

firstthanyouguyswillgetmarried".

Nsika:"DudeIdon'tevenlikeher".

Khulani:"Iwillgetyououtofthisbro.Iwillfindhera

guywhoiscrazyaboutheratschoolsothatshewill

forgetaboutyou".

Nsika:"Youbetter".

Themba:"Yournewgirlfriendislookingatyou".

Nsika:"Whateverman".

.
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Theylaughedathim,thepartycontinuedandthe

boysknewtherighttimetogobackhomebefore

theirmomcomesback,theyweredeaddrunkbut

theymanagedtogethomebeforeher.

Nomalanga:"Wakeup!Can'tyouseethetime,wake

up!".

Khulani:"Butm-".

Nomalanga:"Shutup,it'sSaturdayno-oneisgoing

towashyourschooluniform,I'mgoingtoseeyour

Grandma".

Shewentout.

Nsika:"Thehangoveriskillingme".

Khulani:"I'mworse,let'sgetupbeforemomcomes

back".

Nsika:"IswearnextyearIdon'twanttodothis,i'll

beinuniversity".



Khulani:"Youcan'trunawayfromyourownlaundry,

getupandfixthebedanddon'tforgettogetyour

stickyunderwearoffmyschoolbag".

Hegroanedtheydidtheirwashingandcleanedthe

house,theirmomcamebackandstaredatthem,her

looksaiditall,shewasangry.

Nomalanga:"Wherewereyoulastnight?".

Nsika:"Wewere-".

Nomalanga:"Don'teventryandlietome,Hlelotold

meeverything,areyoustillfriendswiththatboy

Themba?Itoldyoutostayawayfromhimandhis

father,thatmaniscruel".

Khulani:"Butmama-".

Nomalanga:"Don'tevertryandtalkbackatme!

Fromnowonyouwillstayatmymothershouseand

babysit".

Khulani:"Iwon'tdothat,I'mnotcrazy".

Nomalanga:"Soyouareamannow?Youtalkback

atme?Ifyouthinkyouareaman,gooutandlook

forajob,Ican'tstaywithamanwhoordersme



aroundinmyownhouse".

Khulani:"Grandmahatesus,Iwillneverbabysit

thosekidsordoanythingforherandaunt,lookatus,

wearestuckedinthistworoomhousewhilethey

arestayinginthebighouse,Ihatethem!".

Nsika:"JustkeepquietKhulani,youarehurting

Mom,MawehadastudygrouplastnightandIcan

showyouourbooks,youknowthatweareboth

goodinmathssothekidsatourschoolaskedusto

preparefortheexamswiththem,that'swhywe

didn'ttellyoubecauseweneverthoughtyouwould

mindifit'sschoolwork".

Nomalanga:"Tellyourbrothertoneverspeaktome

again,Idon'targuewithunemployedgrownass

man".

Nsika:"Butmama-".

Shegotinsidethehouse.

Nsika:"Ialwaystellyouthattalkingbackatmom

willneverhelp,youarehurtingher".

Khulani:"Iwon'tstoptalkinguntilsherealizesthat



thesepeoplearejustusingherbecausesheiskind,

doyouthinkIlikeitwhenauntandgrandmacallher

namesandmakeusdotheirwashing,cookand

babysit?Ihatethem!".

Nsikaunderstoodallthepointsbuthealsobelieved

thatarguingwiththeirmotherwillneverhelp,atthe

endofthedaytheyhadtodowhattheyhadtodo.
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Thetensionwasalloverthehouse,Khulani'smom

wasstillangryathimanddidnotevensayawordto

himhewashurtbuthestilldidnotunderstandwhy

wouldhismomgetangryathimwheneverhetold

herthetruth.

Nsika:"Youshouldapologizetomom".

Khulani:"IwillapologizebutIdon'toweherthat,

whatarewegoingtodonextyear?Wecan'tleave

heralonehere".

Nsika:"Wedon'thaveachoicebutIstillthinkwe

shouldhavealsoappliedhereinDurbanuniversities

orevenCapetown".

Khulani:"IknowwhyIsaidweshouldapplyin

Johannesburguniversitiesandwe'vebeenwoking

veryhardatschoolsowewillbeadmitted".

Nsika:"Ijusthatelyingtomom".

Khulani:"Ifyoualwayslistentowhatmomissaying,

youwillnevergoanywhereinlife".

Hekeptquiet,Khulani'splanwasnotgoingtowork,



hisbrotherthought.Whentheyfoundoutthattheir

momonceworkedinJohannesburg,Khulaniwas

convincedthattheirfatherwasthere..heregistered

inJohannesburguniversitiessothathewillget

closerandmaybeliveabetterlifeafterfindingtheir

father.Lifeathomewasveryhard,theyjustnever

spokeaboutitandtheyalwayshadasmileontheir

face.Khulaniwentinsidethehousefindinghis

mamasewingapairoftheirjeans.

Khulani:"MamaI'msorry,Ishouldn'thavespoketo

youthewayIdid".

Shelookedathimandcontinueddoingwhatshe

wasdoing.

Khulani:"Maybeifweknewwhoourfatherwas,non

ofthiswouldhavehappened,doyouknowhowhard

itisgrowingupwithoutafather?".

Nomalanga:"Iknow".

Khulani:"Youknowbecauseyoursdied,yourmother

didnothidehimfromyou".

Nomalanga:"Igaveyoushelter,food,clothesand

educationandthisishowyouthankme?Somekids



don'tevenknowtheirmothersobegrateful".

Khulani:"Tellusabouthim,weareoldnowandwe

canunderstandanything.Doyoulikeitwhen

Grandmaswearsatusaboutnotknowingourfather,

everyonehereknowsthat-".

Nomalanga:"Maybeyoucangotellthateveryoneto

feedyouandgiveyouaplacetostay,Iamtiredof

youKhulani!Youareemotionallydrainingme,doyou

likeseeingmelikethis?Ifyouaremanenoughto

makeyourowndecisions,thatdoorisopened,Go!".

Khulani:"Butmama-".

Nomalanga:"Isaidleavemyhouse".

Khulani:"Maybeifdadwas-".

Shedidnotgivehimachancetofinishthesentence,

shestoodupandslappedhim,sherantothedoor

andlockedit.

Nomalanga:"Youareamannow,beatme!".

Khulani:"Mapleasedon'tdothis".

Shetookabeltandstartedbeatinghim,shestopped

andlookedathim..hewasangrybutdidnotfight



back,hewentout.

Nsika:"Khulaniwait-".

Khulani:"Leavemealone!".

Hewentoff,Nsikafeltcaughtinthemiddleand

wentinsidetohismotherwhowascrying.

Nomalanga:"Areyoualsoheretodisrespectme?".

Nsika:"Wasitnecessarytobeathim?".

Nomalanga:"Heismychild,Icanbeathim

wheneverIwant,includingyou".

Nsika:"Heisangry".

Nomalanga:"Don'tworryhewillcomeback".

Shewasstressedandregrettedwhatshedid,she

allowedheremotionstocontrolherbutsheknew

thatthisdaywouldonedaycomewhereherkidsask

abouttheirfather.

Shewenttoworkatnight,thiswasherlastdayshe

onlyworkedatatarvencleaningtablesand

collectingbottlestwodaysaweek,fridaysand

Saturdays.Nsikawasaloneathomeworriedsick



aboutKhulani,hecouldn'tevencallhimbecausehe

lefthisfone,hetriedlookingforhimtotheirclose

friendsbuthedidnotfindhim.Hewentbackhome

anddidbothoftheirhomeworks.

Nomalanga:"Whereisyourbrother?".

Nsikawokeup,itwasaroundfourinthemorning.

Nsika:"Hedidnotcomeback,Itriedlookingforhim

butIdidnotfindhim".

Nomalanga:"HisfriendThemba?".

Nsika:"Heisalsonotthere".

Nomalanga:"Nsikahowcanyousleepnotknowing

wheremysonis,I'mgoingtolookforhim".

.

.

.

.

Nsika:"Momlet'swaitabit,it'sstillearlyeveryoneis



stillsleeping".

Hermindwasrunningwild,shewasblamingherself.

Theyheardaknockveryearlyinthemorning,

NomalangarantothedoorandhuggedKhulani,his

righteyewaspurpleandswollen.Hecamestraight

tohisbags.

Nomalanga:"Wheredidyousleeplastnight?Don't

everdothatagain,Nsikacomewithwarmwaterand

spirit".

Khulani:"Don'ttouchme!".

Nomalanga:"Iamverysorrymyboy,Iwasangry

andtookitalloutonyou.Iamtryingsohardtogive

youtwoabetterlifebutwhenyoustartaskingabout

yourfatheryoumakemefeellikeafailure".

Khulani:"HowcanIgotoschoollookinglikethis?".

Nomalanga:"Iwillgospeaktoyourteachersandtell

themthatyouwon'tcomeuntilyougetbetter,Iam

sorry".

Nsika:"Youwillbefine,it'snotthatbad,wheredid

yousleeplastnight?".



Khulani:"Outsidetheclinic,Ineededtimealone".

Theysawtearsrollingdowntheirmothersface..

Nomalanga:"IamsorryIpromisethatIwillneverdo

anythinglikethisagain,lookatyouohmybaby,Iam

sorry".

Nsika:"I'llmakeyousomethingtoeat".

Khulani:"MyeyeishurtnotmyhandsandbesidesI

cameheretogetmybags".

Nsika:"Whereareyougoing?".

Khulani:"Wheremyheartleadsme".

Nomalanga:"Don'tforgetthejacketsit'salittlecold

outside".

Khulanilookedatherinsurprise..

Khulani:"YouarenotworriedthatI'mleaving?You

arenotgoingtostopme?".

Nomalanga:"No,myboyisgrowingup,doyoualso

needthisjean?".

Khulaniwasveryfrustrated,Nomalangadidnotwant

tofightwithhimanymoreandsheknewthatby



helpinghimpackhisbags,hewon'teverleave.She

wenttothecupboardsandmadeaspecialbreakfast

forhim.

Nomalanga:"Youneedtoeatbeforeyouleave,I

havetogetreadyforchurch".

Nsika:"Sheisregrettingallthis,putyourbags

down".

Khulani:"ButI'mstillangry".

Nsika:"Yeahright,weallknowthat".

Khulanididnotleavethehouse,hismomtreatedhis

woundedeye.

Theirfinalexamswerenear,theyweredonewiththe

syllabusandonlyattendedschoolforonlyextra

lessonsandfortheexampreparations.

Themba:"Ican'twaittofinishtheexamsandworry

aboutthematricdance".

Khulani:"I'msureyouwilllookthepart".

Themba:"Youarenotgoing?".

Khulani:"Itwillbewasteofmoneythatwedon't



have,wearesavingforourregistration,transport

andaccommodationfees".

Themba:"Butyourmomcanmakeaplan".

Khulani:"Wedon'twanttostressher,wehave

savedenoughalreadyorevenmore".

Themba:"Ifyouguysarenotattendingthefarewell

wellI'malsonotcoming".

Khulani:"Don'tbestupid,youdon'thavetodothat

and-ohshit,Nsika'snewgirlfriendiscomingthis

way".

Themba:"Andhehasbeenavoidingher".

Ayandacamestraighttothem..

Ayanda:"Hey,haveyouguysseenNsika?".

Khulani:"No".

Themba:"I'msureheleft".

Ayanda:"Hepromisedtowaitforme".

Khulani:"Areyoutwodating?".

Ayanda:"it'snonofyourbusiness,pleasetellhim



thatIwaslookingforhim".

Sheleftandtheboyslaughed.

Khulani:"Thegirlisinlove,IswearIdon'tneeda

girlfriendlikethisinmylife".

TheywentseparatewaysasKhulaniwentback

home.

Khulani:"Ididn'tseeyouatschool,youleftearly?".

Nsika:"Yeah,Ihadtotakethesekidstotheclinic".

Khulani:"theysentyoutotheclinicandyouagreed?

Nsika:"Youknowhowauntandgrandmaareand

I'malsobabysittingonweekend".

Khulani:"Noyouarenot".

Nsika:"didyouknowthatmomborrowedmoneyto

themandshehidthatfromus?".

Khulani:"Whendidthathappen?".

Nsika:"Themoneythatweusedforourschooltrip,

don'ttellherthatyouknowsoIhavetobabysitsince

momcan'tpaythem".



Khulani:"Howmuch?".

Nsika:"Onethousandfivehundred".

Thatwasalotofmoney,Khulanikeptquiet.

Khulani:"YourgirlfriendsaidIshouldtellyouthat

shewaslookingforyou".

.

.

.

.

Nsika:"ThatgirlisannoyingbutIwillgiveherwhat

shewants".

Khulanihalflaughed,hewasworriedaboutwhat

Nsikatoldhim,hefeltlikehismotherandbrother

weremakingsacrificesbuthewasnotdoing

anything.

Khulani:"Iwillberightback".



Hismotherwasnotgonnabeabletopaythatkind

ofmoneyandtheywerenotgoingtotakeanyofthe

moneythattheysaved,hewenttowherehismother

wasworking,heneededtoaskforatleasta

gardeningjobbecauseMrsMbathawasthemost

kindpersontothem,hethoughthewouldfindhis

mom.

Khulani:"Knock,HiMrMbatha,ismymomhere?".

MrMbatha:"No,shejustleft,youhavegrownup

youngman".

Khulani:"Yeah,MrMbathaI'mheretoaskfora

favorandsincemymomhasleftalreadyIwould

appreciateifthisstaysbetweenus".

MrMbatha:"Surebutenoughwiththeformalities,

youcancallmeBongani,whatisitthatyouwant?".

Khulani:"Ineedajob,IwilldoanythingbutfirstIwill

needanadvancepayment".

Bongani:"Howmucharewetalkingabout?".

Khulani:"Onethousandfivehundred".

Bongani:"That'salotofmoney,areyouondrugs?".



Khulani:"No!Mymomowessomeoneandthat

personismakingmybrotherslifeverydifficult".

Bonganiwasworkingatthebankandhiswifewasa

teacher,theylivedaveryprivilegedlifeandthey

werenotthatold,theywerebothintheirearly

thirties,helookedathim.

Bongani:"IcankeepsecretswellIcangiveyou

moreofwhatyouwantbutononecondition".

Khulani:"sure".

Bongani:"Alsokeepmysecret,Iwantyoutospend

sometimewithmeand-".

Khulani:"Woahman-whatareyoudoing?".

Bongani:"Iwillgiveyoufourthousandrandsforyou

tosleepwithme".

Khulani:"Areyouinsane?Youaremarried!".

Bongani:"AndifIwasn't?OkayIwillgiveyoumore,

fivethousandincash".

Khulani:"IamnotgayandIwillneversleepwith

anotherman!Youaredisgusting!".



Heslammedthedoorandranhome,hewasangry,

veryangry.Whatdidthatmantakehimfor?His

motherwasalreadyhomecooking.

Nomalanga:"Wereyourunning?".

Khulani:"Ineededsomefreshair".

Hesatnexttohisbrotheronthecouch.

Nsika:"Don'taskheraboutthemoney".

Khulani:"Iwon't,youaredoingeverythingtorepay

thatmoney,takingthekidstotheclinicand

babysittingbutI'mnotdoinganything".

Nsika:"Weallknowthatyouhategrandmotherand

aunt".

Khulani:"Soifwepaythatmoney,theywon'tabuse

youanymore?".

Nsika:"Wherewillwegetthatmoney?I'mfinewith

everythingandI'musedtoitevenbeforemomtook

thatmoney".

Khulani:"Youandmomaredoingeverythingto

protectusbutwhatIdoisalwaysstartfights,Iwill

berightback".



Nsika:"Butyoujustcamebackhome".

Khulani:"Mom,I'mgoingoutforarun".

Nomalanga:"Atthistime?".

Khulani:"I'llbebacknow".

Hestartedrunningagain,heknockedatthe

Mbatha'shopingtogettheofferagain,Bongani

openedadoor.

Khulani:"Whereisyourwife?".

Bongani:"Wehadafightandshewenttoher

mothershouse".

Khulani:"Doestheofferstillstands?Anddon'ttell

methatyouwillgotothebanktomorrow".

Bongani:"Ihavehalfhereandyouwillgettherest

tomorrow,Idon'tkeeplotsofmoneyinthishouse,

comein".

Heslowlywalkedin.

Khulani:"Ihavemyconditionsfirst".

Bongani:"Iwasgonnabeshockedifyoudidn'thave

any".



Khulani:"Notouchingandkissing".

Bongani:"Okaybutyoulookveryhot,kidsgrowup

sofastthesedays,youareeighteenright?".

Henodded.

Khulani:"Wemustalsouseprotection".

Bongani:"Okay,shallwe?".

Khulani:"Doyouhaveabeeroranythingtodrink?".

Bongani:"Ihavewhiskey,youwantone?".

.

.

.

Henodded,Khulanineededtobetispytohave

bravery,hewassurethathewasn'tgoingtobe

turnedon.Hesatonthecouch,Bonganicamewith

twoglassesandtheystarteddrinking.Bongani

startedbrushinghim,heshiftedatfirst,Bongani



stoodupandundressed,seeinghimnakedmade

Khulanisick..hekneltdownandgaveKhulania

mouthjob,hegavehimalubricanttube.

Khulani:"Whatisthis?".

Bongani:"Rubitaroundthecondom".

IttookawhileforKhulanitobeturnedon,Bongani

liftedhishandstobrushhisstomachbutKhulani

roughlythrewhishandsdown..hehadsexwithhim

eyesclosedandnotenjoying,hefinishedandquickly

gotdressed.

Bongani:"WasIthatgoodthatyouevencried?".

Khulani:"Justgivememymoneyman".

Bonganicamebackwithit.

Khulani:"Yousaidyouhavehalfof5knottwo

thousand!".

Bongani:"Youwillgettheresttomorrow,Idon'tlike

owingpeople".

Heclickedhistongueandwentout,hewassick

insideandout,hefeltverydirty.Hewenttohis

Grandmother'shouse.



Grandma:"Whatareyoudoinghere?".

Thabsile:"Youhavethenervesofcominghere,what

doyouwant?".

Khulani:"Mymomowesyouhowmuch?".

Thabsile:"OnethousandfivehundredandIstill

wantmymoneyback".

Khulani:"Okayhereisyourmoney,stayawayfrom

myfamilyandIdon'twantmybrothertoeverbaby

sitforyouagain".

Grandma:"Doyouthinkyoucancometomyhouse

anddisrespectme?".

Khulani:"Weoweyounothingnowandyoudon't

deservethismoney,youhavebeenabusingusever

aincewewereyoungandifIeverhearthatyou

calledmybrotherhereIwillcallthepoliceandlieto

themsothatyouwillbelockedup".

Thabsile:"Youare-".

Khulani:"Shutup!WeallknowthatI'mcapableof

doingthatandIwilldoit,stayawayfrommyfamily".

Hebangedthedoorandleft,hismomwasdishing



upforthemwhenhecamein,hetookcoldwater

andclosedthecurtainsthatdevidedtheroomsand

bath.Hehatedhimselfbuthewasalsohappythat

hepayedthemoney.Foramomenthesatdownand

felttearscomingout.

.
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Somesituationsaremeanttoteachuslessonsand

wecan'tholdthemagainstus,it'seitherwelearn

fromthemorwemoveon.Khulaniregretted

everythingbuthewasgladthathepayedhis

mothersdebts.Hewaswalkingfromschoolwith

Thembawhenacarparkednexttothem,when

Khulanisawafamiliarfacehemovedtothecar.



Bongani:"Schooluniformlookssogoodonyou".

Khulani:"Whereismymoney?".

Bongani:"Don'trushme,Iwasthinkingmayb-".

Khulani:"Forgetitandloweryouvoice".

Bonganitookoutawhiteenvelopeandgaveithim.

Bongani:"Youcancountit".

Khulani:"I'llcountitathome".

Bongani:"CoolIenjoyeddoingbusinesswithyou,

youcancometomyhouseatanytime,doyouneed

aridehome?".

Khulani:"Youareoutofyourmind".

HewenttoThemba.

Themba:"Areyoualrightman?".

Khulani:"Yeahthat'smymom'sboss".

Themba:"Iknewthathisfaceisfamiliar,lookthe

girlsarecomingtomyhousetonightandyouknow

whathappens..comeover".

Khulani:"Mymomisnotfeelingwellbuti'lltell



Nsika".

Themba:"Sure".

Hewassodown,hehidthemoneybetweenhis

schoolbooks,hehadplansforittoputitontheir

savingsaccounteventhoughtheyhadsaved.He

wenthomeandthrewhimselfinbed.

Nsika:"What'supwithyou,ifIdidn'tknowbetteri'd

sayyouarepregnant".

Khulani:"Getoutofmyface!".

Nsika:"Grandmasaidyouthreatenedher".

Khulani:"Whatwereyoustilldoinginthathouse?".

Nsika:"RememberthatI'mbaby-".

Khulani:"IfIeverhearthatwordagainIwillpunch

yourface,Igavethemtheirmoneysowedon'towe

themanything.Stopgoingtothatplace".

Nsika:"Okaywhat'swrongwithyou?Wait-where

didyougetmoney?".

Khulani:"Itdoesn'tmatterwhereIgotthemoney

justdon'tsayanythingtomom".



Nsika:"You'vebeenactingverystrangelately,talk

dude".

Khulani:"Itwaskillingmetoseegrandmotherand

auntbossingyouaround,Ididsomethingthatwill

hauntmeeachandeveryday,somethingthatInever

thoughtIwoulddotogetthatmoney".

Nsika:"Youstoleit?".

Khulani:"Ididn'tstealorhurtanyone,relaxhey,

anywayThembasaidheinvitedsomegirlsoverhis

place,hewantsyoutocome".

Nsika:"Let'sgobeforemomcomesback".

Khulani:"NahI'mnotfeelingwell,youcangoi'll

coveryouupfrommom".

Nsika:"Sure,justdon'tkillyourselfyoulookterrible".

Helaughedandpushedhim,Khulanifellasleepuntill

hismamacamebackhome,Nomaknewherkids

verywellandwouldtelliftheyarenotokay.

Nomalanga:"Khulani".

Heslowlylifteduphishead.



Nomalanga:"Areyoualright?".

Khulani:"YeahI'mfine".

Nomalanga:"Youdon'tlookfinetome,whereis

yourbrother?".

Khulani:"Hewenttothestudygroup".

Nomalanga:"Andyoudidn'tgo?Why?didyour

girlfriendbreakupwithyou?".

Khulani:"Momno!Idon'tevenhaveagirlfriend".

Nomalanga:"Andthegirlswhoarealwayshere

lookingforyouandNsika?".

Khulani:"Theyarejustgirlsfromschool,canIsleep

now?".

Nomalanga:"Youdon'tsleepearly,isthisabout

knowingaboutyourfather?".

Hequicklylookedathismom.

Nomalanga:"IwasyoungwhenIhadyoutwo,Ileft

schoolinthemiddleoftheyearsothatIcouldtake

careofmother".

Khulani:"AndauntThabsile?".



Nomalanga:"Sheleftforcollegeandnevercame

back,yourfather-".

Shestartedcrying.

.

.

.

.

Nomalanga:"Hewasaveryprominentbusiness

man,hewastheonlypersoninhisfamilywhowas

rich,afriendofminegotmeajob,Iwasworkingfor

yourfather,hewasyoungandsuccessful.Hisfamily

hatedmebecauseIwasjustadomesticworkerbut

wehadplans,heplannedontakingmebackto

schoolbutItoldhimtowaituntilhisfamilyaccepted

meofwhichitdidnothappen..Ididn'twanttobe

seenasthegirlwhowasthereforhismoney.His

familyfailedtoacceptyouandNsikathatiswhyI

leftyoubothherewithmymother,helovedyoutwo



buthelovedhisfamilymore".

Khulani:"hechosehisfamilyoverusright?".

Nomalanga:"Buthestilllovedyou,whenIcame

backhereIgotacallfromhisolderbrothertelling

methatyourfathergotintoacaraccident,hedidn't

makeitandhisfamilydidnotwantmeathisfuneral

andevenifIwantedustogoIdidn'thavemoney".

Khulani:"Grandmasaidyouwereaprostitutein

Johannesburgthat'swhyyoudon'tknowwhoour

fatheris".

Nomalanga:"Shecalledmesomanynames,yesI

regretfallinginlovewiththepersonIwasworking

forbutIdon'tregretyoutwo,youarethebestthing

thatcameoutofit,that'swhyIwantyoutostudy

hardandbesomebody".

Khulani:"Iamsorrythatyouwentthroughallthis".

Nomalanga:"Don'tbe,mylifehasalwaysbeena

mess,isufferedalotbutIdon'twantthatforyoutwo

anddon'tlistentowhatmomandyourauntsays".

Khulani:"Doyouthinkfather'sfamilyisstillalive?".



Nomalanga:"Idon'tknowbutIstillrememberthe

address,sinceyouregisteredinJohannesburg

universitiesI'msureyoucancheckthemout".

Khulani:"Nsikatoldyouthat?".

Nomalanga:"No,twouniversitiesacceptedyou,I

mayhavenotfinishedmatricbutIknowhowtoread,

Ireadyourletters,congratulations,I'msoproudof

youtwo".

Khulani:"Don'tgiveusthataddressIthinkIknow

enough,thosepeopledidn'twantusandtheyhated

you".

Nomalanga:"Theyhurtmebutyouwereyoung,

don'tcarryanyhate".

Khulani:"Icarrylotsofhatetopeoplewhohurtyou,

likeauntandgrandma,Ihatethem".

Nomalanga:"Hateisaverystrongworddon'tever

sayit,nowgetupandgotothatstudygroup".

Khulanihalfsmiled,hehadneverhadaheartto

hearttalkwithhismotherandnowheunderstood

whysheneverspokeabouttheirfather.Thisatleast



lifteduphismoodandlookedathismamalikea

strongestwomanever.

Nomalanga:"Youwilleatwhenyoucomeback?".

Khulani:"Yeah,i'llseeyoulater".

Hetoldhimselfthathewon'tthinkaboutwhathe

haddone,hewenttoThemba'shouse,everyonewas

chilling,thiswastheirlasttimechillingtogether

beforetheexamswhichwerestartingthefollowing

week.

Khulani:"Yousmokenow?".

HeaskedhisfriendThemba.

Nsika:"I'mshockedasyouare,Ididn'tthinkyou'd

come".

Khulani:"Ichangedmymind,passmeabeer".

Nsika:"I'mgladthatAyandadecidednottocome".

Khulani:"Thereareplentyofgirlsherebro.Whois

thatgirl?HeyT-manisshefromourschool?".

Themba:"Nope,Idon'tknowher".

Khulani:"Imightgetthejackpot,she'sthetypeof



girlIwant".

Theylaughedashestoodupheadingtothegirl.

Khulaniwasverytakenbackbyagirlwhowas

seatingacrosstheboys,hewentstraighttoher.

Khulani:"Ma'gents,canIsithere?".

Theboysnoddedastheyfreedthespaceforhim,it

wasnothisthingtoapproachagirl,itwaseasyfor

himtogetagirlbecausetheywerealwaysaround

him,laughingateverythinghesays,stupidright?

Khulani:"Hi-".

Thegirlstoodup,Khulanisighedinfrustrationand

followedher.

Khulani:"Isaidhiwhyareyouignoringme?".

Her:"Whyareyoufighting?".

Khulani:"I'mnotusedto-nevermindI'msorryfor

shoutingatyou,yougood?".

Her:"YeahI'mgood".

Shestaredathimwaitingforhimtosaysomething,

hebrushedhishead.



Khulani:"I'mKhulaniandyouare-".

.

.

.

.

Her:"Bye,Ihavetogobackhome".

Khulani:"Iwillwalkyouhome".

Her:"What?No!".

Khulani:"Atleasttellmeyournamebabygirl".

Shesmiledandwalkedoff,Khulaniwasfrustrated.

Nsika:"Shesaidno?".

Khulani:"Shedidn'tevengivemeachancetotalk".

Nsika:"KhulaniZondo,turneddownbyagirl,let'sgo

homebro.".

Itwasalreadygettinglate...

Theysaidtheirgoodbyestotheirfriends.



Khulani:"Momtoldmeaboutdad".

Nsika:"Ishealive?".

Khulani:"Nope,hisfamilyneverlikedherevenafter

hisdeathshewastoldnottocometohisfuneral".

Nsika:"Theyhatedher?".

Khulani:"Yeahandmomwantedtogivemethe

addressbutwedon'tneedhisfamily,wehaveeach

otherandmomtheonlythingIwantedwastoknow

abouthim".

Nsika:"SowearestillmovingtoJohannesburg?".

Khulani:"Weonlyappliedthere".

Nsika:"Iwonderwhatyoudidforhertotellyou

aboutdad".

Khulani:"Idon'tknowman".

Acardroveslowlynexttothem,assoonasKhulani

realizedwhoitwas,hegotveryangry.

Bongani:"CanIgiveyoualift?".

Nsika:"MrMbath-".



Khulani:"Nowegood".

Bongani:"Butyourbrother-".

Khulani:"Isaidwearegood".

Nsika:"What'swrongwithyou?Heismom'sboss".

Khulanicouldn'ttellhisbrotherthetruth,hefollowed

himinsidethecar.

Bongani:"Youcansitinthefront".

Heignoredhimandtookthebacksit,hewasvery

uncomfortable,Bonganidroppedthemoffbytheir

gate.HecalledKhulaniagain.

Khulani:"Dudelook,wearenotfriendspleasestop

followingme!".

Bongani:"Ihadfunyouweregood,Iwilldoublethe

moneythistime".

Khulani:"Iamnotprostitutingmyselftoyou,goorI

willtellyourwife".

Bongani:"Andtellherthatyouenjoyedfuckingher

husband?Lookhere,ifyourmomstillneedsherjob

youwilldowhatIwantorshouldIgotoyour



brother?".

Khulaniwasveryfrustrated,helefthimthere,his

eyeswereredinanger.Hedidnotwanthismother

toloseherjobnordidhewanthisbrothertobe

affectedbyallthis.Hesatinbed.

Nsika:"WhydoyouhateMrMbatha?Ifmomfinds

out-".

Khulani:"Nsikashutup!".

Nsika:"Herewegoagain,ifyouarenotshoutingat

mom you-".

Khulani:"I'mleaving".

Nsika:"Whereareyougoing?".

Khulani:"Idon'tknow,Ineedtogetoutofhereand

lookforajobtoprovideforyouandmom".

Nsika:"Andwhowillemployanuneducated

eighteenyearold?".

Khulani:"Momleftschoolandshefoundajob,Iam

thefirstbornchildsoit'smydutytotakecareofthe

house".



Nsika:"Wearefewmothsapartnotyears,so

basicallywearethesameage,stopallthisweare

startingourexamsnextweek..wait-youwerefine

allthiswayuntilMrMbathacame,whatisgoing

on?".

Khulani:"Nothingisgoingon,Ihavetoleave".

Nsika:"Stoplyingtome!".

Khulani:"Thatbustardwants-".

Nsikastoodinfrontofhim,itwasnoteasytolieto

hisbrother.

Khulani:"Iwenttohishouseaskingforapiecejob

topayauntandgrandma,Iwasdesperate,Iended

updoingsomethingveryterrible".

Nsika:"Youstolemoneyfromthem?".

Khulani:"He-Isleptwithhim".

Nsikakeptquietforamoment,hewantedtolaugh

butseeingtearsbuildingupinKhulani'seyesmade

himstop.

Nsika:"How?Areyougay?Wait-Didherapeyou?".



Khulani:"IwasdesperateIwastiredofseeingyou

andmombeingblackmailedforthemoneyshe

owed,heofferedtogivemelotsofmoney,Iclosed

myeyesandsleptwithhim,hegavemeprotection".

Nsika:"I'mgladitwasn'ttheotherwayaround,why

didn'tyoutellme?Wewouldhavecameupwitha

plan,yousleptwithaman!Ifmomfindsoutitwillkill

her".

Khulani:"Momcan'tfindout,I'mtellingyouthis

becauseItrustyou,Iregretthiseachandeveryday,I

can'tevensleepatnight..andthatmanisbusy

followingmenow".

Nsika:"Whatdoeshewantnow?".

Khulani:"Hewantsmetosleepwithhimagainor

elsehewillfiremomorcomeforyou".

Nsika:"Youarenotthinkingofdoingitagainare

you?".

.

.



.

.

Khulani:"Hellnot!Iteventookmetimetogetan

erection,Ican'tsleepwithanotherman,heis

blackmailingmeandheknowsthatmotherneeds

thatjobmorethananything".

Nsika:"Whereistherestofthemoney?".

Khulani:"Iputitonoursavingsaccount".

Nsika:"Let'sjustpayhimback,wewillfigureaway

ofreplacingthemoneyforoureducationnextyear,

youcan'tleave,wehaveplansbro.Rememberthat

afterthreeorfouryearswewillbedoneandgeta

goodjobformom,weareinthistogetherandifthat

mandoesn'twanttotakehismoneyback,hewill

knowwhat'scomingforhim".

Khulani:"Hehasmoneyandwehavenothing,what

ifhedoestheunthinkable?".

Nsika:"Thismanistakingadvantageofyou

becauseheknowswearepoor,youcan'tsleepwith



himformoney,I'mevendisgustedbythethoughtof

it".

Khulani:"Ishouldn'thavetakenhisofferfromthe

firstplace".

Nsika:"Iunderstandwhyyouweredown,I'msorry

youhadtogothroughthis,Idon'tknowifitwas

whatiwouldhavedone".

Khulani:"Iwouldn'thaveletyou,youaremylittle

brother".

Nsika:"Shutup!".

Nomalanga:"Areyoutwofighting?".

Nsika:"No".

Khulani:"Momwherewereyou?".

Nomalanga:"IwasoutKhulani".

Shesaidlaughingathowoverprotectiveherkids

were.

Nomalanga:"Mothersaidyouthreatenedher".

Khulani:"ThedayyouandNsikastopsgoingtothat

house,isthedaywewillliveinpeaceinthishouse".



Nomalanga:"KhulaniI-".

Khulani:"Nomom,juststopgoingthere!".

.
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Nsika:"Whatarewegoingtodonow?".

Khulani:"Idon'tknowbutIcan'tallowthatmanto

playwithme".

Theywenttothebankandweretoldtoputinathirty

daysnotice,that'swhentheywillbeabletowithdraw

themoneyafterthirtydays.Theyhadnooptionsleft.

Nsika:"Justignorehim,ifhefiresmomit'sfine,we

wouldratherstarvethantoallowhimtake

advantageofyou".

Khulani:"It'seasytosay".



Theywereontheirwayfromwritingtheirfirstpaper,

everythingwentwellastheystudiedandcrossed

nightfortheexams.WhentheygothomeNomawas

stillatwork,theyheardaknock.

Khulani:"Whatareyoudoinghere?".

Ayanda:"Chill,I'mheretoseeNsikanotyou".

Shepushedhimassheinvitedherselfin,shesat

downonthetwosittercouch,Nsikacamefromthe

otherroom.

Ayanda:"Whyareyouignoringme?Ievensent

KhulanitotellyouthatIwaslookingforyoubutyou

didn'tevenbothercomingtome".

NsikascratchedhisheardandgaveKhulania"save

melook"...Khulanijustlaughedathim.

Ayanda:"Sonowyoucan'ttalk?".

Khulani:"Excuseme-".

Hetookhisphoneandwentout

Nsika:"Whereareyougoing?".

Khulani:"Dudeyougotsomerealrelationship



issues,i'llgiveyoutwosomespace".

Hesaidlaughing,Nsikahasneverfoundhimselfin

thissituationandhethoughtKhulaniwasgonnaget

himoutofit.

Ayanda:"Ishouldhaveknownthatyoujustlikeall-".

Hekissedher,shepushedhim.

Ayanda:"Whatareyoudoing?".

Nsika:"LookI'vebeenbusywithpreparingforthe

exams,weareallbusyIwasn'tignoringyou".

Ayanda:"Butyoushould'veatleastcalled-wait-do

youevenhavemynumbers?".

Nsika:"Beingthisangryisnotgoodforyoubabe,

lookhowbeautifulyouare-".

Ayanda:"Don'ttryto-".

Nsika:"Comeongivemethatcutesmile".

Ayanda:"Areyoubeingseriousrightnow?".

Nsika:"I'mdeadserious,comehere,don'tbeangry

youarehurtingme".



Heslowlykissedher,therewasnowayoutofthis

forhim,hegaveherapassionatekiss,Ayanda

meltedinhisarms,shewasstillwearingauniform

heslowlybrushedherthighsmovinghishandupto

herunderwear.

Ayanda:"Nsika-".Shesaidinbetweenthemoan..

Hedidnotgiveherachancetotalk,hepulledupher

shirtandstopped,Ayandacoveredherfacewithher

hands..therewasonethingthattheydidnotforget,

usingprotection.Hewenttotheirchestofdrawers

andcamebackwithtwopocketsofcondoms.

Ayandawasstillshy,Nsikaslowlypiercedhislips

withhers,histonguetwirlingaroundhermouth,he

unbuttonedhershirt,itwashardforAyandatostop

him,hedideverythingtherightway,Nsikasmiled

whenhefeltherhandsonhisbelthelpinghimto

unfastenit..hepulleddownhisschooltrouserand

pulledacondomin,Ayandahadalreadypulledup

herskirtandtookofftheunderwear,hegotin

betweenherlegsandstartedenthrusting,Ayanda

moanedveryloud,hekissedherstoppingherfrom

makingnoise,heslowlyentrustedandthepacegrew



ashisorganismstartedheatingup,hegroaned

whenhecame.Hestillwantedmore,hepulledout

thecondomandtookanother,Ayandahasneverfelt

likethatbefore,afterthesecondroundNsikatriedto

catchhisbreathandrememberedthatAyandahad

togo,hestoodupandchangedhisclotheswhile

Ayandawasfixingherclothes.

Ayanda:"Areyougonnawalkmeout?".

Nsika:"What?Imean-yeah".

Hequicklywalkedherout,Khulaniwasoutside

playingwithhisphone..NsikaleftAyandahalfway

andrushedbackhometoclean.

Khulani:"Youreallyfinishedthatgirl,thewayshe

wasscreaming".

Nsika:"Youwerelistening?Youaresuchapervert".

Khulani:"Youareforgettingthatthisisatworoom

house,cleanthecouchIwillnotsitthereanymore".

Nsika:"Thegirlcatchedfeelings,I'mtryingtobe

nicebutIdon'tlikeher".

Khulani:"tryingtobenicebysleepingwithher?".



Nsika:"YesIjustenjoyinghavingsexwithher

nothingmore".

.

.

.

.

Khulani:"Ifsheissmartshewasgonnafigurethat

outandI'msurethatsinceyoubrokehervirginity

youarenottheonlyonesheissleepingwith".

Khulanireallyhatedher.

Nsika:"Butit'snotabadthingtohavesomeoneto

callforabootycall".

Khulani:"Butnotinmama'shouse".

Nsika:"Relaxitonlyhappenedonce,I'mregretting

already".

Khulani:"Ishouldhavetakenavideo,thatgirl

deservesitafterseducingmeandthanendingup

ridingyou".



Theybothlaughed.

Nsika:"Wait,someonedeservesthat,MrMbatha".

Khulani:"YouarecrazyI'mnotlettingthatman

touchmeoranyotherman".

Nsika:"Comeonyouwon'tsleepwithhimorkiss

him,havecontroloverthesituationandtakeavideo".

Khulani:"Youarecrazy,Iamstraight,I'mnot

allowingmypenistogetintothatman'sasshole

everagain!".

Nsika:"Gethimdrunkorbuydrugs".

Khulani:"IalwaystellThembatostopwatching

TylerPerrymoviesbutIforgottotellyou".

Nsika:"Themba'sdadcangetussorted".

Khulani:"Soit'struethathesellsdrugs?".

Nsika:"IsawthemwhenIaskedhimforcondoms,

thatmanisnotworkingbutheisrich".

Khulani:"ButstillI'mnottouchingthatmanagain,

washthecouch!".

Nsikawastryingtohelphisbrotheroutofthe



situation,theirmothercamebackfromworkfinding

themalreadycooking,Nomataughtthemwell,they

cleaned,washandcook.

"Mama!".

Someoneshoutedfromoutside,theonlyperson

besidesKhulaniandNsikawhocalledNomamama

wasHlelo,theircousin,shegotinside.

Nomalanga:"Hlelowhat'swrong?".

Hlelo:"Nothing,Ijustmissyou".

Shesatdown,outofalltheiraunt'skids,Hlelowas

theirfavorite.

Khulani:"Youhungry?".

Hlelo:"No".

Shekeptquiet.

Nomalanga:"Doesyourmotherknowthatyouare

here?".

Hlelo:"No".

Theystayedwithheruntillate..theexamswere

goingverysmoothandBonganiwasstillon



Khulani'sneck,itwasthesecondweekaftertheir

exams.

Nsika:"Ifyoucanjustlistentomeallthiswillbe

over,lookKhulani,takeyourfonewithyouandtake

avideo".

Khulani:"Butnodrugs,Iwilljustgethimdrunkat

least".

Nsika:"Iwillcomewithyoujustforyoursafety".

Khulani:"He'llalsowanttosleepwithyou,youare

notcoming!".

Nsika:"Finei'llwaitbythecornerandifhetriesto

dosomethingstupidsendacallback".

Khulani:"Coolwewillgoonweekend".

Accordingtothemtheirplanwasgoingtowork,they

hadeachothersbackonthis.

Khulani:"DoyouknowthegirlIwastalkingtothe

otherdayatThemba'shouse?".

Nsika:"No,butitwasn'tmyfirsttimeseeingher".

Khulani:"Sherefusedtogivemehername,Iwant



herthat'syourfuturesisterinlawson".

Nsikalaughedsohardathim.

Nsika:"Canyoukeepagirlforthatlongtobea

'sisterinlaw'..stopplayinggames".

Khulani:"Iamreadyforaseriousrelationship,you

arealsoinarelationshipain'tyou?".

Nsika:"Idon'tlikeherandbesidesI'mnotreadyfor

anyheadache,Ayandaisstressingmeoutjust

imagineifweweredating..girlshavelot'sofdrama,

IstillvaluemysanityIdon'twannalosemymind

yet".

Khulani:"Okaycontinuebreakingpeople'sheart,I'm

done,Ineedthatgirl".

Nsika:"Whatifshedoesn'tneedyou?".

Khulani:"Mymomdidn'tgivemeherlooksfor

nothing".

Nomalangacamebackhome,withtakeaways,

snacksandcolddrinks,theboyslookedateach

other.

Noma:"Whyareyoutwolookingatmelikethat,



can'tamotherspoilherkids?".

Nsika:"No-wearejust-".

Khulani:"Happy,whatdoyouhavethere?I'm

starving".

Theyhelpedthemselves..

Noma:"Iamproudofyoutwo,outofthetwo

universitieswhichoneareyouchoosing?".

Khulani:"Westillhavenotdecided".

Nsika:"It'sWitsandVaalright?IthinkWitsisbetter".

Khulani:"Howdoyouknow?".

Nsika:"I'mtheonewhodidaresearchunlikesome

otherpeople".

Khulani:"Thatdoesn'tmakeyouanybetter".

.

.

.

.



Noma:"Don'tstartarguing,Iwasthinkingyou

shouldapplyatDutorUniZulu".

Nsika:"WehavealreadyregisteredandIthinkit's

toolate".

Noma:"RegistrationsarealsoopeninJanuary,I

don'twantyoutoleavehere,Johannesburgistoo

far".

Khulani:"Weareacceptedthereisnothingwecan

do".

Noma:"Wellyouarenotgoingthereandthisisnot

upfordiscussion,Idon'twantyoutogothere!".

Khulani:"Butmothernotlongagoyouwerehappy

forus".

Noma:"ButIdidnotsayyoucango,no-onewillgo

there!".

Theylookedateachother,Nomawasdeadserious

andwhenshelookedlikethat,theydidn'tdare

questionher.

Noma:"Eat!".



Theykeptquietandcontinuedeating..Hlelocamein

againactingweird..

Noma:"Comesitdownandeat".

Sheslowlysatdown..

Khulani:"Areyoualright?".

Hlelo:"Yah".

Shetookasipofcolddrinkandtearsrolleddown.

Nomala:"Hlelodidyourmombeatyou?".

Sheshookherhead.

Hlelo:"IamsorrymamaIhavetogo".

Khulani:"Hlelositdown,doyouhaveaboyfriend

nowbecauseIswearifheisthewhoismakingyou

cryIwillkillthebothofyou".

Hlelo:"No!Idon'thaveaboyfriend,momsentme

hereandIcan'tdoit".

Noma:"Youcan'tdowhat?".

Hlelo:"Momsentmehereto-shewantsmetotake

offmyclothesandscream,whentheyhearmy



screamstheywillcomeandattackKhulani,MamaI

can'tdoitKhulaniismybrother".

Khulani:"Whatfor?".

Hlelo:"Mymom'snewboyfriendforcedhimselfon

me,thishasbeenhappeningalmosteverydayand

mymomiskeepingitfromgrandmaandshewants

metoaccuseyouofit".

Noma:"Ohmybabywhydidn'tyoutellme?".

Hlelo:"Heistheonewhobuysgroceriessincemom

lostherjob,theythreatenedme".

Khulani:"Iswearyourmo-".

Noma:"Khulanisitdown".

Khulani:"Momtheywanttoaccusemeofraping

Hleloandyouwantmetositdown?".

Noma:"Violencewillnotsolveanything,let'sgoto

thepolicenowandHlelo,Iwantyoutotellthem

whatyoujusttoldus,no-onewilltouchyounow

okay?".

Shenodded,Khulaniwasstillfurious,heknewthat

hecandoanythingbutnottoforcehimselfonagirl



nottomentionachild,afterreportingtothepolice

Hlelowastakenforthemedicalexamination,the

policeandNomawithkidswenttotheirmothers

houselaterthatday.

NsikaandKhulanicouldn'tholdthemselves,they

attackedtheiraunt.

Thab'sile:"Whatareyoudoing?Nomadoyousee

whatIwastalkingabout?Thesekidsarerude".

Whenshesawthepoliceshekeptquiet.

Grandma:"Whatarethepolicedoinghere?

Nomalangayouarebringingpoliceinmyhouse?Is

thishowyourepaymeforraisingyouandtheserude

kidsofyours?Getoutofmyhouse!".

Policeofficer:"Ma'mwearenothereforyou,weare

lookingforMrSibiyaandMsZondo".

Khulani:"That'sher".

Policeofficer:"MsZondoyouareunderarrestedfor

tryingtoprotectacriminalwhorapedyourdaughter

andforattemptingtofalselyaccusetheyoungman

KhulaniZondoofrape..anythingyousayordowill



beusedagainstyouinthecourtoflawandyouare

allowedtocontactyourlawyerbutifyoudon'thave

onethestatewillprovideyouone".

Thab'sile:"Theyarelying,Hlelotellthem".

Hlelostartedcrying.

Grandma:"Youcan'ttakemychild,thisisallyour

faultNomalanga".

Khulani:"ShutupGrandma,yourgrandchildwas

rapedandallyoudoispointingafingeratmy

mom?".

ShelookedatHlelo.

Grandma:"Isittrue,comeheremychild".

Khulani:"Don'tgotoher,youarecominghomewith

us".

Noma:"Whatwillhappentothemanwhoraped

her?".

Policeofficer:"Wewillnotrestuntilwefindhimand

whenwedo,wewillletyouknow".

Noma:"Thankyou,let'sgo".



Grandma:"Don'tgo,HleloIneed-".

Noma:"Ohshutupmother!Thishappenedright

underyournosebutyoudidnotseeanything?How

surprising".

Nsika:"Let'sgo".

.

.

.
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Nsika:"Ican'tbelievethatauntgotbail".

Noma:"Atleasttheboyfrienddidnot".



Thab'silegotbailandherboyfriendwasfoundand

deniedbail.

Khulani:"Let'snottalkaboutthisbecauseitmakes

meangryandHleloishere".

Hlelo:"ThenurseattheclinicsaidifItalkaboutitI

willheal".

Theyalllookedateachother.

Khulani:"I'mgoingout".

Hlelo:"CanIcomewith?".

Khulani:"Sure".

Nsika:"Waitforme".

Theyallwalkedout,Hlelowasstayingwiththemshe

wasafraidtogobacktohergrandmother'shouse

andbesidessheenjoyedbeingaroundhercousins.

Nsika:"Ohshucks,here'syourcrush".

Khulani:"DoIlookokay?".

Nsikalaughedathim...

Nsika:"Yousoundlikeagirl".



Hlelo:"Don'tmindhim,youalwayslookgood".

Theystoodbythegate,Khulaniwenttoher.

Khulani:"Hi,whydidn'tyoutellmethatyouare

stayingaroundhere?".

Her:"BecauseyouneveraskedbutI'mnotstaying

aroundhere".

Khulani:"Wheredoyoustay?".

Her:"Bsection".

Khulani:"Youstillhaven'ttoldmeyourname".

Sheblushed.

Khulani:"ButIcangiveyouaname,Iwillcallyou

hmm-Ndalo-enhle".

Her:"Suchaweirdname".

Khulani:"Butitsuitsyou,youarereallyabeautiful

creationwellthat'swhatthatnamemeans,Damn

lookatthatbeautifulsmilenowpleasetellmeyour

name".

Hereallygotherwherehewanted..



Her:"Nandi".

Khulani:"Youhaveabeautifulname".

Nandi:"Iwasnamedaftermygrandmother,Ihave

togetgoingnowbye".

Khulani:"Atleastgivemeyournumber,please".

Nandi:"Idon'thaveaphone".

Khulani:"What?Imean-Iwanttoseeyoulatertoday

howcanIseeyou?".

Nandi:"Idon'tknow".Shesaidsmiling..

Khulani:"Takemyphone,Iwillcallyoulater".

Nandi:"Areyououtofyourmind?".

Khulani:"Maybealittle,pleaseNandiIreallywanna

talktoyou".

Nandi:"Okaytalk".

Khulani:"Now?-CanIseeyoulater?".

Nandi:"Youarecrazyman".

Khulani:"Becauseyoumakemecrazy,heretakemy

phoneIwillcallandyouwilldirectmetoyourplace".



Shetookthephoneandshookherheadsmiling..

Nandi:"WhatifIdisappearwithyourphoneyou

don'tevenknowwhereIstay".

Khulani:"AtleastmyphonewillbewithyouevenifI

don'tgetitback".

Shewalkedaway,Khulanilookedveryproud,he

wentbacktothegate..

Nsika:"And?".

Khulani:"Iwillgether,youshould'veseentheway

shewasblushing,lateryouwillborrowmeyour

phonesothati'llcallher".

Hlelo:"Isawyougivingheryourphone".

Nsika:"Hedid?Bro.Youneedseriousprayers,you

gaveagirlyourphone?".

Khulani:"That'stheonlywayofmakingheragreeto

seemeanditworked,didn'tit?".

Nsikashookhishead,hewastotallyagainstitbut

hisbrotherdidnotseeanythingwrong..

ToKhulaniitmeantnothinggivinghisphonetoagirl



heliked,hewantedhermorethananything.

Khulani:"Atleastshetoldmehernameandwe

talkedabit".

Hlelo:"Sheiscute".

Nsikashookhishead,theirplanwasstillinmotion,

Bongani'swifewasstillnothome,theirmomwas

workingforhimnow..SinceKhulanidecidedtohave

otherreservationstheyhadtoactsoonertoget

BonganioffKhulani'sback.

Nsika:"Youknowthatwehavetogosomewhere

right?".

Khulani:"Shit!Iforgot".

Nsika:"Youarenotseriously".

Khulani:"WewillgoafterseeingNandi".

Nsikawavedhishand,thatgirlreallyhadKhulani

wrappedaroundherfinger,theychilledabitoutside,

Theywentbackinwhentheysawtheirauntcoming

theirway..

Noma:"Areyourunningfromsomething?".



Hlelo:"No".

Khulani:"She'slyingwesawhermother".

Noma:"Hleloonedayyouwillhavetolearnto

forgiveyourmother,afterall,sheisyourmother".

Khulani:"Herewegoagain,Hleloyourlifeisfine

withoutthatsickwomaninyourlife".

Noma:"Khulanistopit!".

Herolledhiseyes,hehatedseeinghismotherthis

soft,Khulaniholdedalotofgrudges,henever

forgaveveryeasily,timewenton..

Khulani:"Let'sgo".

Nsika:"Wewillgotomorrow,goseethegirlwhois

usingyou".

Khulani:"Beingjealousdoesn'tlookgoodonyoubro.

Borrowmeyourphone".

Nsika:"It'sinthechargerjustdon'tfinishmy

airtime".

HetookthephoneandcalledNandi..

Khulani:"Heyit'sme,canwestillmeet?".



Nandi:"Yeahsure,nearthebusstation".

Khulani:"Iwillseeyoujustnow".

Helookedveryexcited..

Noma:"Whereareyougoing?".

Khulani:"Letmesay,I'mgoingtoseeyourfuture

daughterinlaw".

Nsika:"Momyoushouldseeher,sheisugly

definitelynothistype".

Hlelo:"Sheisbeautiful".

Nsika:"Sheisjustanaveragegirl,thereisnothing

specialabouther".

Khulani:"Nandiisanaturalbeautyandshedoesn't

havetobebeautifultoyoubecausesheisnotyours".

Nomalangawaslaughingatthem..

Noma:"Tellhertocomevisitme".

Nsika:"Shedoesn'tlikehimmom,yoursonis

forcingthings".

Khulani:"Whatever,Iwilltellhermom".



Heranoff,hecouldn'twaittoseeherbuttruthfully

Nandiwasnotthatbeautifulshewasjustan

averagegirl,therewereothergirlsintheirtownship

whowerewaybeautifulthanher.ButKhulaniloved

her,hethoughtshewasdifferentfromtheothergirls

andshehadtheworldsmostbeautifulsmile.Hegot

tothebusstopandcalledheragain,shetoldhimto

waitafewmoreminutesandwaitingwasn'tthe

problemforhim,hewouldwaitallhislifeforher..he

sawtheshotdarkskingirlwalkingtothebusstop

hisheartstartedbeatingfast,tohimshewasthe

mostbeautifulgirlhehadevermet,nevermindwhat

hisbrotherthoughtofher,yesAyandawasvery

beautifulthanherbutstillhedidn'tcare,hewanted

hernotherbeauty,hewantedtowinherheartand

liveahappyman..shesmiledwhensheapproached

him,thatwasasmilethatdrovehiminsane..hesaw

himselfsmilingandhuggedher.

Khulani:"Ineverthoughtyouwouldcome".

Nandi:"Yourphoneiswithmeremember?".

Khulani:"OhyeahIforgot".



Nandi:"Youareastrangeperson,youforgotthat

yourphoneiswithme?".Sheaskedlaughingatme.

Khulani:"Comeon,youcan'tblameme..Ihavelots

ofthingsinmymind".

Nandi:"Youwillenduplosingyourmindbecareful".

Khulani:"Aslongasyouaretheonlypersonthat's

keepingmymindbusywellIdon'tmindgoingcrazy".

Nandi:"Youalwayshaveananswerdon'tyou?".

Khulani:"Onlyforyou,wheredoyougotoschool?".

Nandi:"Phoenix,Ijustmovedhereafterburryingmy

parentslastmonth".

Khulani:"I'msorry".

Nandi:"Theygotinvolvedinthecarhijackingbut

theydidn'tmakeit".

Khulani:"itmustbehardforyou,I'msorrybuthey

youhavemenowright?Yourparentswouldbevery

proud".

Shelaughed..

Nandi:"I'msurenot".



Khulani:"EveryparentImeetlikesme,let'ssayI

haveacoolwayofcharmingparentsandIwould

havedonethesametoyours".

Nandi:"Youarecrazy".

Khulani:"ButNandi,Ireallylikeyouhey,Idon'teven

rememberfeelingthiswayaboutagirl".

Nandi:"Whatabouttheothergirls?".

Khulani:"Therearenoothergirls".

Nandi:"Iheardalotaboutyouandyourbrother,they

sayyouguysdateeverygirlyoumeet,wellIdont

wanttobein'every'girlslist".

.

.

.
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Khulani:"Don'tlistentoeverythingyouhear,ifIhave



agirlfriendI'msureIwouldn'tbestandingwithyou

inthebusstop..Nandipleasegivemeachanceof

beingyourboyfriend,Ilikeyou,youdrivemecrazy

please".

Nandi:"ButIdon't-".

Khulani:"Ifyouarenotreadytobeinarelationship

it'sfineIunderstandbutgivemeachanceatleast

let'snotrushanything,wewilltakebabysteps...wait

-youhaveaboyfriend?".

Nandi:"Godno,IwantedtosayIdon'twannabe

beatenupbygirlsbecauseofyou".

Khulani:Thatwillneverhappen,pleasebemygirl,

please".

Nandi:"Okaybutbabystepsright?".

Khulani:"Yesbabysteps".

Nandi:"Here'syourphone,Ialreadysavedmy

numbers".

Khulani:"Butyousaidyoudon'thaveaphone".

Nandi:"Iwaslying".



Hehalfsmiledather,thatwasallhewanted,tohave

herashisgirl..

Nandi:"It'sgettingdarknow,I'msuremy

grandparentsareworried".

Khulani:"IwillcomeseeyoutomorrowI'mnot

writing".

Nandi:"Whattime?".

Khulani:"Whattimedoyouwantmetocome?".

Nandi:"Whydon'tyoucomeonFridayafterwritting,

mygrandparentsaregoingoutoftownwiththe

churchsoIwillbealoneathome".

Khulani:"Noproblem".

Hebenthisheadandkissedherforehead,heslowly

bentovertokissherlipsandstopped.

Khulani:"IwillseeyouonFridaybutIwillcallyou

whenIgethome".

Theybothsaidtheirgoodbyesandwentseparate

ways,Hecouldn'twaittogethomeandbragabout

hisnewlyfoundgirlfriend..whenhearrivedhome

theywerealreadyhavingsupper.



Khulani:"Sheagreedtobemygirlfriend".

Noma:"That'sgoodbutIdon'twantthistodestruct

youfromyourexams".

Khulani:"I'manaturalborngeniusmom".

Nsika:"Let'shopeyouwon'tbreakthepoorgirls

heart".

-

-Nsika

Hestoodupandwenttobed.

Noma:"Youarenotfinishingyourfood?".

Nsika:"I'mfull,Iwilleattomorrow".

Khulani:"That'swhatjealousydoestopeople".

HelaughedatNsika..

Nsika:"I'mreallynotfeelingwell".

Noma:"Whatisit?".

Nsika:"Ihaveaheadache".

Hewenttobed,hefeltverytiredandsick,theyall

finishedup,NomasleptwithHlelointhekitchen,the



boyssleptintheotherroom..inthemiddleofthe

nightNsikavomitedallovertheblankets,Khulani

wokehismotherup..shecleanedandgavethem

newblankets,Nsikawassick,theythoughtmaybe

hehadbile.

Hewentbacktosleep..itwasunusualforNsikato

fallsick,hisbodywassweating,hehadadreamthat

feltsoreal.Hewaswalkinginthemiddleofthe

woodswithKhulaniwhenanoldmancame,he

staredatbothofthemandstartedwalking,they

followedhimandcalledoutonhimbuthekepton

walkingtothedarkhole,Khulanifollowedhimtothe

darkholeandNsikatriedtostophimbuthetoldhim

thathewantedtoseewhothatoldmanwas,Khulani

fellinthatdarkholeandNsikaalsofollowedhis

brotherinsidethathole.

Itwasverydarkbuthecouldstillseetheoldman,he

cametothem.

Khulani:"Helpus,pleasehelpus".

Nsika:"Helpusplease".

Theoldmanlookedatthem.



Him:"Ican't".

Hesaidthatanddisappearedintothatdarkness.

Nsikawokeup,thedreamfeltsoreal..theywerenot

writtingthefollowingday.

Noma:"MaybeIshouldcallMrMbathaandtellhim

thatyouarenotfeelingwell".

Nsika:"I'mfinenow,don'tworrymomgotowork".

Khulani:"Iwillcallyoumomifanythinghappensto

himbuthelooksfinetome".

Noma:"Okaymakesurethatyoufinishthat

porridge".

HenoddedandNomalangawenttowork.

Khulani:"Beforeyouthinkofdyingatleastgiveusa

warningbro".

Hlelolaughed.

Nsika:"I'mnotdyinganytimesoon,Idon'tknow

whatwashappeninglastnightbecauseIfeelfine

now".

Khulani:"Youdrinktoomuchbeerandneverclean



yourtummy,youhadbile".

Nsika:"YouknowafterthedreamIhadmyheartis

stillbeatinginnervousness,thatdreamfeltsoreal

anditwasmyfirsttimehavingadreamlikethat

one".

Hlelo:"Grandmaalwayssaywhenyouhavetoo

muchbileyoustarthavingnightmaresatnight".

Khulani:"ThankyouHlelo,nowtellyourbrotherto

drinkcastoroil".

HleloandKhulaniwerelaughingbutNsikawasstill

worried,somethingworriedhimbuthedidn'tknow

whatitwas..WhenNomalangacamebackfrom

work,theyleftthehouse.

Khulani:"WhatdoIdo?".

Nsika:"Gotohimandaskforadrink,don'tbetoo

tense,relaxyourselfandmakehimfeelcomfortable

whenhe'sdrunktakehisclothesoffandtakeavideo

orpicturesofhimnaked".

Khulani:"Yourplandoesn'tmakesense,fortheplan



toworkIhavetofuckhimwhichissomethingIdon't

wanttodo".

Nsika:"Takeoffyourclothestooandtakeyourdick

tohismouthandtakeavideo,makesurethatyou

don'tshowyourfacebutdon'tworrywewilleditthe

videobeforeuploadingit".

Khulani:"Ifeelbadaboutthis".

Nsika:"Youwillbefine,Iwillwaithereinthecorner".

Khulanihatedit,hewenttothebeautifulhouseand

knocked,Bonganiopenedthedoor.

Bongani:"Youchangedyourmind?Comein".

Khulanididnotsayanything,hecameinandsaton

thecouch.

Khulani:"Yourwifeisstillnothome?".

Bongani:"Youarehereformeormywife?".

Khulani:"Ineedadrink".

Bongani:"That'swhatI'mtalkingabout".

Bonganiwenttothekitchenandcamebackwithtwo

glassesandawhiskey..



Khulani:"Whyain'tyoudrinking?Comeondon'tbea

partypooper".

Khulanineededhimdrunkfortheplantowork.

Bongani:"Ilikethisversionofyou,youaremore

relaxedtoday".

Heswitchedonthemusicandrefilledtheglasses,

buthewasn'tdrinkingasmuchasKhulaniwanted

himtodrink..theplanwasfailing,Khulanitook

Bongani'sglassandfilleditfull.

Bongani:"YouarepretendingKhulani,Icansee

whensomeoneispretending,youaretryingtogetus

drunkfirsthuh?".

Khulani:"I'mnotusedtothis,Ineedtogetdrunk

first,Ihaveneverbeenwithamanbefore,Imean

beforeyouofcourse".

Bongani:"Letmeteachhowtobewithaman,put

yourglassdown".

Khulanifeltlikerunningoutofthehouse,Bongani

tookhisclothesoffandstoodinfrontofKhulani

fullynaked,hethangotclosertohimandslowly



brushedhisprivatepart.

Khulani:"Wait,moveabit".

Bongani:"Comeondon'ttellmethatyouhateit,I

canseeitinyoureyesthatyouareenjoyingit".

Khulani:"IsaidStop".

Bongani:"KhulaniIwantyou,Ican'tletyouleavemy

housewithouttouchingme".

Khulani:"Idon'twanttotouchyouman,Stopit".

Khulaniwasveryangry,hepushedhimhardandhe

fellonthefloor..

Khulani:"IfyoudarecomenearmeagainIwill

punchyourface".

Hestoppedwhenhesawhimnottalking,..

Khulani:"Bongani,MrMbatha".

Hekneltdownandsawbloodonthefloor,Khulani

pushedBonganitothecornerofthecoffeetable

thathowhegothurt..Khulanislowlygotup,hetook

hisphoneout.

Khulani:"Nsikacomehere,hurrynow!".



HetriedtowakeBonganibuthewasn'tevenmoving,

Nsikacameinandstoppedwhenhesawhisbrother

tryingtowakeMrMbatha.

Nsika:"Khulaniwhathaveyoudone?".

.

.

.
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Khulanislowlysatonthefloor,tearsrollingdown..

Khulani:"itwasamistake,Itoldhimtostopbuthe

didn't".

NsikakneltdownandshookBongani'slifelessbody

butitwasn'tmoving.

Khulani:"Iwillcallthepolice,gohome,Idon'twant

themtofindyouhere".

Nsika:"Ican'tleaveyouhere".



Hestoodupandcheckedthekitchendrawers,

Khulaniwasonthefloorcrying.

Nsika:"Getup!Wecan'tgotojailandnooneis

goingtobelieveusifwetellthemwhatthismandid

toyou".

Hesaidgoingoutside,Khulaniwasshaking,hetried

againwakingBonganibuthedidnotmove..

Khulani:"Dudethisisnotfunnyanymorewakeup!".

Hedidnotmove,Nsikacamebackwithabowl.

Nsika:"Holdthismatches".

Khulani:"Whatareyoudoing?".

Nsika:"Wecan'tgotojail,Iwenttopumppetrol

fromhiscar".

Khulani:"Areyououtofyourmind?Wecan'tburn

him".

Nsika:"Whatareotherchoicedowehave?Thisisa

veryseriouscrime,wecanspendtherestofour

livesinjail,doyouwantthat?Andwhatwillhappen

tomom?".



Khulani:"Itwillkillher".

Nsikapouredpetrolonthecurtainsandlitthe

matches,theybothranoutofthehouse..thenicest

thingaboutitisthatthehousewasinaveryquiet

area..theywatchedthehouseburningfromafarand

ranhomewhentheystartedseeingpeoplecoming.

Noonewastalkinguntiltheygottotheirhouse,they

bothavoidedtalkingtoeachother.ItwasaFriday,

Nomawasstartingherweekendshiftatalocal

tavern.

Khulani:"MaI'mgoingouttonight".

Noma:"Whereareyougoing?".

Khulani:"Outwithfriends,Iwillbebacktomorrow

morning".

Noma:"Idon'tlikeyougoingoutlateatnight,just

promisemethatyouwillbesafe".

Khulani:"Iwillbe".

Hewasemotionallydrained,goingoutwasgoingto

helpandmostespeciallyseeingNandi.Heavoided

hisbrother..Nandiconfirmedthathergrandparents



werealreadygone,Khulaniwaitedforhismomto

leaveforworkandhefreshenedup.

Nsika:"Youaresleepingoveratherplace?".

Khulani:"Yeah".

Nsika:"Ithinkwe-".

Khulani:"Idon'twannatalkNsika!".

Nsika:"Ialsofeelbadyouknowbutwecan'tgoto

jail".

Khulani:"ThanshutupNsika,shutup!".

Hlelo:"Whyareyoushouting?".

Sheaskingcominginside.

Khulani:"I'mgoing".

Hlelo:"amImissingsomething?".

Nsika:"No,heismeetingNandimaybethat'swhyhe

isactinglikethis".

Nsikawasasguiltyashisbrotherbuthehadtodo

whathehadtodotoprotecthimandtheirmother.

Khulaniwasdrained,hismindkeptonrepeatingthe



eventsthatoccurredearlier,Nandidirectedhimto

herplace,itwasaverybeautifulwarmhouse.

Khulani:"areyousurethatyourgrandparentsdidn't

changetheirminds?".

Nandi:"ComeoninI'malone".

Hecameinandsatcomfortablyonthecouch,

Khulaniwantedapeaceofmindbuthewasstill

disturbed.

"Doyoueatpapandspinach?".Nandiasked,she

wastryingveryhardtobeaccommodating.

"IeateverythingbutI'mstillfinefornow".Hewasn't

thereforfood,hewastheretofindcomfortand

maybefeelbetterabouthimself.

"Comesithere".Hesaidtappingthecouch,hewas

stillstressed.

"Areyoualright?".Nandiaskedwhenshesaw

Khulani'schangeofmood.Hedidnotrespond,he

turnedtoher,shewastooinnocentandhewas

damaged.

"I'msorrybutIcan'tstay".Hesaidstandingup



takinghisphone,Nandiwasveryconfused.

"Butyou-didIdosomethingwrong?".Sheaskedin

confusion.

"Noyoudidnotbutmymotherneedsmeback

home".

"Isee".Sheopenedthedoorforhim,Khulanitooka

lastlookatherandtookoff,hetriedveryhardbut

thatwasit,hehadtogobackhome.Heranfrom

Nandi'splacetohis,runningfeltverytherapeutic.He

knocked,Hleloopenedforhim.Hedidnottalkto

anyoneandthrewhimselfinbed,hisbrotherwas

alsoinbed.

Khulani:"Nandihatesme,Icouldn'tevenlookather".

Nsika:"Iwasalrightearlierbutrealityiskickingin

rightnow".

Khulani:"Arewebadpeople?".

Nsika:"TheysayGodhelpsthosewhohelp

themselves,let'spraythatnoonesawus".

Khulani:"That'saveryquietneighborhood,Idoubt

butwedon'tknow".



Nsika:"Momdoesn'thaveajobanymore".

Khulani:"Let'snottalkaboutthis".

Theyfellasleep,theywerewokenupbytheirmother

duringtheearlyhoursofthemorning.

Noma:"DidyouhearthatMbatha'shomeburnt

down?".

Nsika:"Whathappened?".

Noma:"Nooneknows,Ifeelbadforthatpoorfamily,

theyaresuchgoodpeoplebutrichpeoplehave

insurancesI'msurehalfoftheirthingswillbepaid

up".

Khulani:"Didanyonegothurt?".

Noma:"Ididn'task,everyoneatthetavernwas

talkingaboutit".

Khulani:"Soyoulostyourjob?".

Noma:"YesbutIreallyfeelbadaboutthatfamily".

.

.



.

.

Theboyslookedateachotherandwentbacktobed,

fromtheretheydidnotsleepanymore.Khulaniwent

toNandi'splaceafterfresheningup,heowedheran

apology.Heknockedatherdoor.

Nandi:"Whatareyoudoinghere?".

Khulani:"Hi-I'msorryaboutlastnight,Ijust-Iwas

notmyself".

Nandi:"Okaybye".

Heinhaleddeeply.

Khulani:"YouareaverygoodpersonNandi,you

don'tdeservesomeonelikeme,Iloveyousomuch

butIamnotagoodpersonespeciallyforyou...Ihave

badluckthatkeepsonfollowingmeandI-".

Nandi:"Thereisnosuchthingcalledbadluck,we

createbadluckforourselvesbysayingitwithour

ownmouth,doyouwannatalkaboutit?".

Khulani:"Nottoday,canIcomein".



Nandi:"Yeahsure".

HecameinandclosedthedoorandhuggedNandi

frombehind,hefeltverywarmaroundherbody.She

turnedaroundandhislipsweresuddenlyonhers,

theywerewarmandverysoftbothlipsmovedin

perfectsync.

Khulani:"I'msorry".

Nandi:"It'salright,Iwasabouttomakebreakfast,

doyouwantsome?".

Helookedather,hewantedherinhisarmsbutitfelt

toosoonbecausehelovedher.Nandiwasnotlike

anyothergirlhehasmetbefore..

Nandi:"What?".

Khulani:"Breakfastiscoolbutdon'tfinishyour

grandparentsfood".

Nandi:"Don'tworryIwon't,sohow'syourtwin

brother?".

Khulani:"Idon'thaveatwin,he'smylittlebrother,

wearefewmonthsapart".

Nandi:"Butyouguyslookalike,Ithoughtyouare



twins".

Khulani:"What?I'mmorehandsomethanhim".

Nandi:"Youarefullofyourself,whotoldyouthat

youarehandsome?".

Shesaidlaughing..

Khulani:"Butyouarestillblushing".

Nandisatdownwithtwoplatesofbreadandtea.

Nandi:"Iwannaknowyou".

Khulani:"knowme?".

Nandi:"Comeonyoualreadyknowtoomuchabout

me,myparents,grandparentsbutIdon'tknow

anythingaboutyou".

Khulani:"Thereisnothingtoknowaboutme,I'm

stayingwithmymomandbrothersothereisnothing

moreaboutme".

Nandi:"WoahIdon'twannaknowaboutyour

personallife,doyouhavefriends?".

Khulani:"Idon'tblameyoumypersonallifeisboring,

Idohavefriends".



Nandi:"Girlfriends?".

Khulani:"YesIdohaveagirlfriend,she'sjust

annoyingmenowwiththousandsofquestions".

Nandi:"What?".

Shethrewaspoonathimlaughing.

Nandi:"Whatdoyoulovetodo?".

Khulani:"Nothing,Idon'tparticipateinanysport

becauseI'mbadatit,soIhangoutwithmyboysfor

fun".

Nandi:"Youareboring,wellIsing,peoplesayIhave

abeautifulvoice".

Khulani:"Mybabycansingwellthat'sabonus,

pleasesingforme".

Nandi:"What?No,Imeannotnow".

Khulani:"Okayfine,soanymorequestions?".

Nandi:"Besideschillingwithyourfriendswhatdo

youlikedoing?".

Khulani:"IlikesexbutIhaven'thaditinawhile".



Nandi:"Yew,noImeant-".

Hepushedacupofteaasideandlookedather

straightintheeyes.

Khulani:"Youmeantwhat?Whydoyougirlsalways

avoidtalkingaboutsexandalwayspretendthatyou

don'tlikeitbutinrealityyougirlslikesexmorethan

us".

Nandi:"It'suncomfortabletotalkaboutit,wenever

talkaboutit".

Khulani:Okaylet'stalkaboutit,youwanttoknow

aboutmeright?Ilikesex,sexistherapeutic".

NandilookedveryshybutKhulanididnotcare,he

wasbeinghonestandhedidnotseeanythingwrong

withit,shewasnowhisgirlfriend.

Khulani:"What?Areyouavirgin?".

Nandi:"I'mnot,soifyoulikesexyoujustsleep

aroundwitheverygirlyoumeet?".

Khulani:"NoteverygirlImeetbutIusedtosleep

witheverygirlIwantedtosleepwithbutthat

happenedbeforeImetyou".



Nandi:"AndyouthinkIwilltrustyouaftertellingme

this?".

Khulani:"I'mtellingyouthisbecauseIwantyouto

knowtherealme,sowhenarewehavingsex?".

Nandi:"What?".

Helaughedveryloudather.

Khulani:"Geezyoushouldhaveseenyourface,I'm

kiddinghey,yourquestionsareboringmenow".

Nandi:"Wait,youwerejokingwhenyousaidyoulike

sex?".

Khulani:"No!Ilovesex...Iwasjokingaboutasking

youtohavesexwithme...justbecauseyouarenota

virginthatdoesn'tmeanyoushouldsleepwithme,I

loveyousoIwillwait".

Nandi:"Yourjokesareboring,well,I'mnotavirgin

andifellpregnantlastyear".

Khulanilookedatherinshock,helovedhervery

muchbuthewasnotreadytobeastepfather.

Khulani:"Youhaveakid?".



Nandi:"TheguyIwasdatingdidn'twanttobepart

ofthepregnancysoIwasforcedtoabortbecause

myparentsweregoingtokillme".

Thatwasjusttoomuchinformation.

Khulani:"Butyougoodnow?".

Nandi:"YeahbutIdoregretsometimes".

Khulani:"WellIhaveneverimpregnatedanygirl,

deniedapregnancyorforcedanygirltoabort,I

alwaysstayprotectedbecauseI'mnotreadytobea

father".

Nandi:"IfIhadakidwereyougonnabreakupwith

me?".

Khulani:"Kidsarecutebutplayingafatherroleisa

hugenoforme".

Nandi:"Butyouarereallyaniceperson".

Khulani:"Andhandsometoo".

Nandi:"Ididn'tsaythat,youaresofullofyourself

KhulaniZondoaiy".

Helaugheditoff.
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Nsika:"Maybeweshouldlookforajobnextyear

mom".

Noma:"No,youandyourbrotherwillgotoschool,I

askedaroundandIwastoldthatyoucanstill

registerinotheruniversitiesinJanuary".

Nsika:"Twouniversitiesacceptedusthere'sno

needforthat".

Noma:"Youarenotgoingthere,and,ifyougoto

schoolnextyearIwon'tneedtoworktwojobs,itwill

onlybemeandHlelohere".

Nsikashookhishead,healwaysavoidedarguing

withhismother,hegotoutofthehouse.Heknew

thatitwasnotpossibletogetspaceatany



universitiesinJanuaryandhelookedforwardto

leavehisprovinceandgetanewstart,hewalkedto

Themba'shouseandknocked,noonerespondedbut

thedoorwasopened.

Nsika:"T-man!Themba".

Heshoutedandhecameout.

Themba:"Bro.Comein".

Nsika:"Where'stheoldman?".

Themba:"Hewentout,whereisKhulani?".

Nsika:"hewenttohisgirlfriend".

Themba:"Idon'tknowwhatheseesinthatgirl,did

youhearaboutMrMbatha?It'sashameman".

Nsika:"Iheardaboutthefire".

Themba:"Onebodywasfound,peoplebelievethat

itshimbecausehiswifemovedout".

Nsikafeltverynervous,hestartedshakingabit.

Nsika:"Whatexactlycausedthefire?".

Themba:"Maybethatmancommittedsuicideto



hurthiswife,doyouneedabeer?".

Nsika:"NomanI'mgood".

Hefeltverynauseousandrantothebathroomto

vomit,hewasdizzy.

Themba:"Areyoualright?".

Nsika:"YeahI'mgood,Ihaven'tcleanedmytummy

inawhilenow".

Thatwasalie,hewasnauseousbecausehewas

scared,thenewsaboutBonganiscaredhimandhe

wasn'tsureifhewasabletotakeitanymore.He

thoughtKhulaniwasbeingsensitiveaboutthis

wholesituationbutitwasnowgettingtohim.

Nsika:"Youknowwhat-Iwillcomebacklatersave

somebeersforme".

Themba:"Don'tforgettocleanyourtummyfirst".

Helaughed.Hethoughtgoingoutwasgoingtohelp

buthewasemotionallydamaged.HefoundKhulani

sittingontherockbythegate.

Nsika:"Ican'tthinkstraight".



Khulani:"EverytimewhenIclosemyeyesIseehim,I

thoughtgoingtoNandi'splacewasgoingtohelp".

Nsika:"Thisthingisdrivingmeinsane".

Khulani:"Weneedprayersorcleansingmaybewe

willbeabletosleepatnight".

Nsika:"Doyouthinkthatwillhelp?".

Khulani:"Whatchoicedowehave?Thisishaunting

us,Ihave70bucksherehowmuchdoyouhave?".

Nsika:"Idon'tknowIwillcheck".

Khulani:"Wehavetogonowbecauseifwedon'tI

willlosemymind".

Nsikaraninsidetocheckthemoneyhemadein

sellingcigarettes,hefoundhundredandafewrands.

Nsika:"Wheredowego?".

Khulani:"Idon'tknowanyprophetsaroundbutwe

willaskaround".

Theywenttoanothersectionandasked,the

brothersweredesperate,Bongani'sdeathwas

hauntingthem.Theyaskedanoldwoman.



Nsika:"SorryMa,wearelookingforanyprophets

aroundhere".

Her:"I'mnotsurebutinthatbluehousethereisa

Zionchurch,Iheardthatthepastorisaprophet".

Khulani:"Hestaysinthathouse?".

Her:"Yeshedoes".

Nsika:"ThankyouMa".

Theyheadedtothehouse,theystoppedforwhile

scaredtogetinsidethegate,itwastheirfirsttime

visitingaprophetshouse.

Theyopenedthegateandheardavoiceshouting

frominside.

.
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"Stoprightthere!".

Theylookedateachotherandstopped,anoldman



cameout.

Him:"Youtwoaredirtygetoutofmyhouse!".

Nsika:"Weare-".

Him:"Ifyousetyourfootinsidemyhousemyhouse

willneedlotsofcleansing".

Hewentinsideandcameoutwithatwentyfivelitre

bucket,hefilleditwithtapwaterandthrewthe

wholewateronthem.

Him:"Youarefilthydirty,Ican'thelpyou,noonewill

helpyou".

Khulani:"Pleasewereallyneedyourhelp,youare

ouronlyhope".

Him:"Youcanpayeveryprophetsaroundtheworld

butnooneisgoingtohelpyou,onlyyoucanhelp

yourselves".

Nsika:"Atleasttellusaprophecyaboutourlives".

Hepouredanotherwaterinthebucketandthrewit

atthem.

Him:"Youcancomeinnow".



Theyweresoakingwet,theycameinandsatonthe

floor,themandidtheirreadingusingbottlesof

water.

Him:"Youkilledaman,hisshadowisfollowingboth

ofyou".

Khulani:"Itwasamistake".

Him:"Iknowandlotsofmistakesarestillgoingto

happen,yourlivesarefilledwithdarkclouds".

Nsika:"Justgetstraighttothepointman!".

Khulani:"Nsikashutthehellup!".

Him:"Thisisthehouseofthelord,mindyour

languageorgetoutofhere".

Theykeptquiet.

Him:"Yourfather'sfamilyisafamilyoftraditional

healers,youcannotbehelpedanywhereexceptby

them".

Khulani:"Wedon'tknowthem".

Him:"AsIsaidyourfather'sfamilyisafamilyof

traditionalhealers,youcanonlybehelpedbythem



nooneelse".

Nsika:"Wherecanwefindthem?".

Him:"TheyarepowerfultraditionalhealersIcan't

connecttotheirancestorsbecausetheyare

protected,findyourfamilyandyouwillfindyour

peace..ifyoudon'tfindyourfamilylotofdarkclouds

arestillgoingtofollowyou".

Khulani:"Let'sgetoutofhere,thismanistellingus

aboutpeoplethatwedon'tevenknow,howarewe

goingtofindthem?Here'syourmoney!".

Him:"Idon'tneedyourmoney,ifIhelpedyouIwas

goingtotakeyourmoney,butonlyyoucanhelp

yourselves".

Theywereangryandwalkedbackhome,everyone

wasstaringatthemontheirwaybackhomebut

theydidn'toreitherspoketoeachother.They

arrivedhomeandchangetheirclothes.

Noma:"Whathappenedtoyou?Wereyouplaying

withwater?".

Nsika:"Playing?Isthatwhyyoudon'twanttotellus



aboutourfather'sfamilybecauseyouthinkweare

kidsweplay?".

Khulaniwastakenbackbythat,itwashisfirsttime

seeingNsikatalkingattheirmotherlikethat.

Noma:"Wheredoesthatcomefrom?".

Nsika:"Ourlivesareruinedbecauseofyou,weare

likethisbecauseofyou!Whyareyouinvolvingusin

yourproblemsbecausewewerenottherewhen

whateverhappenedbetweenyouandfather

happened..IknowthatI'msupposedtoloveand

respectyouasmymotherbutforamomentI'm

startingtohateyou".

Noma:"Don'tevertalktomelikethatinmyhouse!I

raisedyouandfedyou,isthishowyouthankme?".

Nsika:"Youdidallthatbecauseitisyourdutytodo

so,idon'toweyouanythingforraisingme..Iamsick

ofhearingyouemotionallyblackmailingus".

Noma:"Youareamannowhuh?Leavemyhouse".

Nsika:"Withallpleasure".

Hewenttohisclothes..



Noma:"Iboughtthoseclotheswithmymoneyle-".

Nsika:"I'mtakingmybooks,it'sgovernmentbooks

afterallandI'mhappythatIonlyhavetwotestleft".

Khulani:"Nsika!".

Hewascalmandalsohurt,Nsikaignoredhimand

continuedpackinghisschoolbooks.

Khulani:"Nsikayomuzilistenhere,youarenot

leaving!".

Nsika:"Ihavebeenquiteforalongtimenow,we

deservetoknowaboutourfamily".

Noma:"Khulanilethimleave".

Khulani:"Nsikaismybrother,ican'tlethimleave".

Noma:"AndIamyourmother,IdidwhatIdidto

protectyou,yourfatherisdeadandhisfamily

doesn'twantyou,Itriedallmylifetoprotectyou

fromthatfamily".

Nsika:"Howaboutweprotectourselvesfora

change?Wewanttoknowthem,youhavenoidea-".

Khulani:"Let'sgooutsideyouneedtocooldown,



leavethebagyouarenotgoinganywhere".

Nsika:"Khulaniwedon'tdeservethis!".

Khulani:"Iknowbutcome".

Theyfollowedeachotheroutside,Nomatriedvery

hardtokeepherkidshappybutsheknewthatthis

daywillonedaycome.

Khulani:"Justignoremom,verysoonwewillbeout

ofhere".

Nsika:"Hassheevertoldyouourfather'ssurname?".

Khulani:"No,sheonlytoldmethathisfamilyhates

usandfatherdied".

Nsika:"Badthingsarehappeningtousbecausewe

needtoknowaboutourfamilyyouheardwhatthat

pastorsaid".

Khulani:"Let'signoremom,wewilllookforthem

ourselves,forgetaboutaskingmomaboutitandyou

arenotgoinganywherewehavefewmorepapers

leftuntilourexamsfinishes".

Nsika:"Surebutdon'texpectmetobenicetomom,

Bonganiwouldstillbealiveifweknewourfamily".
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DarlingsI'mstillhere..I'mjusthurtaboutthebookI

wasbusywith,I'mevendiscouragedtostartagain...

[3/8,14:29]Lynne:TheZondoBrothers[6]

.

.

.



.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

Khulani:"Thislastmathspapermakesmenervous".

Nsika:"Relax,youareamathsgeniusimtheone

whoshouldbeworried".

TheywereneverquestionedaboutMrMbatha,but

thatdidnotmakethemfeelanybetter.Theywere

preparingfortheirmorningtest.



Khulani:"Youshouldstopavoidingmom".

Nsika:"Pleasedon'tgetinvolved".

Heinhaledandkept,theywenttoschool,theirpaper

wentwellasalways..theywaitedforeachother

Themba:"DudeIheardthatyoumovedinatyour

girlfriend'shouse".

Hesaidbrushinghisheadandlaughed..

Khulani:"It'snotfunny,youguysarejustjealous

becauseIhaveagirlfriendandyoudon't".

Nsika:"Yousoundlikeagirl".

Khulani:"WellIlikeherbutshetoldmesomething

thatdidn'tsitwellwithme".

Themba:"She'smarried?".

Khulani:"No,shewaspregnantandsheaborted".

Nsika:"Ialwaysknewtherewassomethingwrong

withher,sowhatareyougonnado?".

Themba:"Youarestillyoungforallthatshit,youstill

gonnameetlotsofbeautifulgirlswhohavenever

doneanyofthatshit".



Khulani:"Iloveherdude".

Nsika:"Youlikeher,there'sadifferencebetween

likeandlove".

Themba:"aftersleepingwithherallthesecrazy

feelingswilldisappear".

Hekeptquiet,theydidnotunderstandhowhewas

feeling,yeshewasabitstressedaboutNandi's

abortionbuthebelievedthathelovedher.

.

.

.
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Herushedhometochangehisschooluniform,he

neededtoseeNandi..

Nandi:"Youwereignoringmycalls".

Khulani:"IknowbabesI'msorry".

Hepassionatelykissedher.

Khulani:"Howwasschool?".



Nandi:"Whywereyouignoringme?".

Khulani:"Iwasbusypreparingfortoday'spaperbut

I'mherenow".

Nandi:"IthoughtyoubrokeupwithmeafterItold

youaboutmyabortion".

Khulani:"I'mnotperfecteither,Iloveyouforyou

okay".

Nandi:"Ihearyou,IwasworriedIthoughtmaybe

youhavechangedyourmindaboutme".

Khulani:"Iwillneverdothat,onFridayweare

planningapensdownpartydoyouwannacome?".

Nandi:"I'mfinishingmylastpapertomorrow,why

not?".

Khulani:"IwillcomefetchyouonFridaybecauseI

can'tseeyoutomorrowIhavetostudyformylast

paper".

Theyhangedoutforquiteawhileandpartedways,

hereallylovedher,hisheartgavehimallthesigns

heneeded.Hewentbackhomeandthetensionwas

toomuch.



Khulani:"Whereareyougoing?".

Nsika:"nowhereI'mjustcleaningthewardrobe".

Khulani:"Butyouhavepackedthesuitcase,Mom

howcanyoukeepquiet?".

Noma:"Ionlytalksensetochildrennotgrownman

whothinksit'salrighttoordermearound".

Khulani:"Thismakesmesick!".

Nsika:"Inowunderstandwhyyourownfamilyhates

you,youareselfish".

Nomaslappedhimveryhard.

Nsika:"Whyareyoustopping?Ifbeatingmemakes

youfeelbetterdoit!".

Khulani:"Nsika!".

Nsika:"Whateverman".

Noma:"Yourfatherchosehisfamilyoveryou,he

died,heisdead!Whatdoyouwantmetodo?Wake

him?".

Nsika:"Iwantyoutostopbeingselfish,youarethe

most-".



Khulani:"StopitNsika".

Nsika:"Hlelopleasegobuysomechips".

Hemadesuresheleavesthehouse.

Nsika:"Whatabouthisfamily?".

Noma:"Theyhateyou!".

Nsika:"Maybeyouaretheonewhohatesthem,do

youknowwhatwedid?Wehaveadarkcloud

followingus".

Noma:"Thereisnosuchthingasadarkcloud,you

aredisrespectful!".

Nsika:"Khulaniwasforcedtosleepwithaman

becauseofthechoicesyoumadeforus-".

Khulani:"Nsikashutthefuckup!".

Nsika:"Sheneedstohearthis,thesamemantried

torapehim,wehavebloodinourhandsandyouare

tellingmethatI'mdisrespectful?".

Noma:"Isittrue?Whydidn'tyoutellme?Youare-".

Nsika:"Don'tevertalktome,youhavelostme,you

arenotmymother".



Khulani:"Didyoureallyhavetotellherthat?".

Heclickedhistongueandwenttositontheirbed,he

wastiredofthedramabuthealsodidn'twantto

losehisbrotherormother.Youknowwhenyouare

caughtinasituationwhereyouhavetochoose

betweentwopeoplethatyoulovethemost,Khulani

wastrappedinthatsituation.

Nsikafinishedhislastpaperthefollowingday,on

FridayitwasKhulani'slastpaper,theyallmet

outsidetheschoolgateandwrotemessagesineach

other'sschoolshirtsandtrousers.

.
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Themba:"Finally!!".

Heshoutedjumpingupanddown,theyalllaughedat

him.



Themba:"LadiesandgentlemenDJT-manis

hosting".

Khulani:"It'sasixtosixmyboy".

Theywereallhavingfunsayingtheirgoodbyesto

eachothereventhoughtheyknewthattheywillsee

someofthemlater.Hisphonerang.Hesmiledwhen

hesawthecallername.

Khulani:"Mylove".

Nandi:"Howwasyourlastpaper?".

Khulani:"Notbad,heyareyoustillcomingtonight?".

Nandi:"I'mstillcoming,I'llcomeearlythoughI'llbe

bymyfriendsplaceLihledoyouknowher?".

Khulani:"YeahIknowheralrightmyloveIwillfetch

youatherplace".

Nandi:"Iwillseeyoulaterthan".

Khulani:"Iloveyou".

Nandi:"Iloveyoutoo".

Hehangedup,heranhometopreparefortheparty.



Khulani:"Tonightisgonnabeepic".

Nsika:"Yeahisyourgirlfriendcoming?".

Khulani:"Sheiscoming".

Nsika:"Haveyoutoldheraboutyoumovingto

Johannesburgforschool?".

Khulani:"Nahman,thethoughtofitkillsme,IwishI

methersooner".

Nsika:"Maybeshe'salsogoingtostudythere,you

shouldaskher,Ijustdon'twantyoutochangeyour

mindbecauseofher".

Khulani:"YouknowthatIwillneverdothat,but,fix

thingswithmom".

Nsika:"Ifyourmotherdidnotlieaboutourfamily,

wewouldn'tbemurdersstopdefendingher".

Khulani:"Hassheleftforwork?".

Nsika:"ShetoldHlelosheisdoingadoubleshift".

Khulani:"IknowthatIdon'tusuallysaythisbut

momistheonlypersonwehave,pleasestopyour

stubbornness".



Nsika:"Youcanhavethisbedtoshagyourgirlfriend,

IwilltakeHleloout".

Khulani:"Youareoutofyourmind".

Hechangedhisclothesandate..hechilledfora

while,whenheheardaknockhejumped.

Nandi:"Yourbrothersaidyouarehome".

Khulani:"Whereishe?".

Nandi:"He'saround".

Khulani:"IswearI'mgoingtokillhim,comein".

Shecameandsatonthecouch,Nandicamefroma

veryprivilegedfamilybutshedidnotminddating

Khulaniwhocamefromatworoomhouse.

Khulani:"Wedon'thaveajuicebutIcanbuyyoua

colddrink".

Nandi:"Don'tworryI'mfinefornow,maybeyoucan

buymeaciderlater".

Khulani:"Youdrink?".

Nandi:"Whodoesn't?Haveyouplannedonwhatyou

wanttodonextyear?".



Khulani:"Twouniversitiesacceptedusbuttheyare

injoburg,you?".

Nandi:"Iwannapursuemymusiccareer".

Khulani:"Youareseriousaboutthismusicthing

huh?'.

Nandi:"It'snotamusicthing".

Shepushedhimplayfully,Khulani'sbloodheatedup..

hefoundhislipsonher,Nandididnottrytostophim,

heledhertotheotherroom.

Khulani:"Areyoualright?".

Shenoddedandtheycontinuedkissing,heslowly

lifteduphert-shirtandkissedbetweenherbreasts

andheldthemtogether,heexploredherbodyand

feltsomuchintimatepleasure.Latertheywentto

theparty.

Themba:"Heydude,where'sNsika?".

Khulani:"I'msureheiscoming".

Themba:"HiI'mThemba".

Nandi:"Nandi,I'lljointhegirls,later".



Khulanismiledandkissedher.

Themba:"Sheisnotthatbad".

Khulani:"Sheismygirl,mindyourlanguage".

Theyenjoyedthebeersandmusic,Nsikadidnot

showup.

Themba:"Youcanstayovertonightyoucan'twalk

homealone".

Khulani:"I'lltalktoNandi".

Themba:"Dudeyouarefucked".

Khulani:"Whatever".

HewenttowhereNandiwassittingwithherfriends.

Heheldherhandandtheywalkedoutofthegarage.

Khulani:"Babedoyoumindifwestayoverhere

tonight?ButifyouwanttogohomeIwill

understand".

Nandi:"ItoldmygrandparentsthatI'mstayingover

atLihle'splacesoIdon'tmind".

Khulani:"Areyousure?".



Shenoddedandlefthimthere,hesmiledalone,he

wasgoingtohaveherthewholenight.Theparty

waseverythingtheywantedandspendingthenight

withNandiwasveryspecialtohim.Nandileftearly

andhewalkedhome.

.

.

.

.

Thedoorwashalfopened,hismomwasonthefloor

crying.

Khulani:"Mom?".

Noma:"Ithoughtmyloveforyouandyourbrother

wasenough,Igaveyoueverythingandsufferedalot

togiveyouabetterlife".

Khulani:"Whatisgoingon?".

Shegavehimaletter..

Bro.IknowthatyouwillbeangryatmebutIhope



thatyouwillforgiveandunderstand.Ourlivesarea

messanditwillcontinuetobelikethisifwe

continuetolistentomom'semotionalblackmailing,I

amgoingdon'tworryIdidnottakeoursavings

money.Iwillcallyou,don'tbeangryIloveyou,you

arethebestbrotherever..

-Nsikayomuzi

RememberthatIamdoingthisforus.

Khulanithrewthepaperonthefloor.

Khulani:"Doyourealizewhatyouhavedone?Ihave

lostabrotherbecauseofyou".

Herantothewardrobeallhisclothesweregone,his

brotherlefthim.

Noma:"Ididn'tknowthat-".

Khulani:"Stopit!Ihaveheardenoughofyou,what

kindofamotherareyou?".

Hlelo:"Khulanihe-".

Khulani:"ShutupHlelo,yourmomandyour



grandmotherarealsopartofthis!Ihateallofyou,

wearecursed,ourfatherfailedtoloveus,ourown

grandmotherhatesusIdon'tblameNsikafor

leaving,Iblamehimforleavingmebehind".

Noma:"Nsikaiscomingback,hewillnotsurviveout

therealone".

Khulani:"Don'tstart,Ihaveheardenoughofyou!I

amsick!".

Noma:"Khulanino,don'tleave,yourfatherdiedI

toldyouthetruth.Please,don'tleavemyson".

Khulanipushedherandwentout,hewasintears,he

tookouthisphoneanddialedNsika'snumberbutit

tookhimstraighttovoicemail.Heleftamessage.

Khulani:"Howcanyoudothistomebro.Wehave

somanyplanscomebackhome,wehaveschool

nextyearremember?".

Hedidn'tknowwhattosaynext.

Heputthephonedownandsatagainstthewall.
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ABrother..

Seesyouatyourworst

Seesyouatyourbest



Seesyoucomelast,

Seesyoucomefirst

Seesyourlaws

Seesyourhighs.

Butthroughallthis,hestandsbyyou.

Khulaniwasdrainedheneverfeltthisempty,he

neverthoughtNsika'sabsencewillleavesomuch

pain.

Nandi:"Youarestartingtoboremenow,your

brotherwillcall".

Khulani:"It'sbeentwodaysnow,hisphoneisstill

offwhatifsomethingbadhappenedtohim?".

Nandi:"Stopsayingthat".

Khulani:"Ifyouknewhowfuckedupmylifeis,I'm

sureyouwillleavemeandit'sworsebecausemy

brotherisgone".

Nandi:"Iwillneverleaveyou,Howisyourmom

holdingup?".

Hekeptquietforawhile,hehasnevertoldhis



girlfriendabouthisfamilysituation..

Khulani:"Sheisnothandlingitwell".

Thatwashisonlyanswer.

.

.

-Nsika

Nsika:"PleaseIcandoanythingevenwashingthe

dishes".

Hewastalkingtothemanageroftherestaurant,as

hewaspleadingawhitemancamebehindhim.

Him:"Peteryouneedtoclearthesetables,weare

openinginafew".

Nsikatookouthispapers..

Nsika:"Hisir,myisNsikayomuziZondoIjust

finishedwritingmymatricfinalexams,hereismy

CVandtheletterfrommyteacherthatprovesthatI



wasdoingmatric,Icanclean,wasthedishesordo

anythingplease".

Him:"Weare-".

Nsika:"Please,IreallyneedajobIdon'tevenhavea

placetosleep,IcamethreedaysagofromKZN".

Helookedattheyoungboywhowaspleadingforhis

life.

Him:"Okay,youwillcleanthetablesandwashthe

dishes,gotothatdoorPeterwillgiveyouanapron".

Nsika:"Thankyousomuchsir,IpromiseyouIwill

domybest".

Him:"Goon,weareopeningnow".

Heunbelievablywenttothedoorhewasshown,he

spoketothemanagerandwasgivenanapron,he

neededtoexcelathisworkandimpressthebosses,

hesleptatabnbthatcatersapersonfrom6pmto

10am,hepaysixtybuckspernightbuthewas

worriedthathissavingswerenotgoingtocoverhim

forthewholemonthplushealsohadtoeat.Hedid

notknowthenewcity,whichwasabigchallengeto



him.Heclearedthetablesafterthecustomersand

madesurethatnodishwasinthesinkunwashed.

Peter:"Nsikaareyounotgoingoutforlunch?".

Nsikashookhishead,hedidnothaveenough

moneytobuyhimselffood,hehadtosave.

Hecontinuedworkinganddrinkingmorewaterbut

watermadehimmorehungry,atthreehisshiftwas

overbuthetoldthemhedidn'tmindworkingtilllate,

thiswentonforacoupleofdays,Nsikaworked

doubleshifts,henevertooklunchbuthewasalso

scaredtoeatthecustomersleftovers,hedidnot

wanttorisklosinghisjob.Hehadhundredand

twentyrandsthatwasgoingtolasthimfortwo

nightsatthebnb.Thefirstthinghedidwhenhegot

toworkhewenttotheoffice.

.

.

.

Nsika:"Morningsir,mayIpleaseusethephone,I

wanttomakeaveryimportantcall".



MrClive:"Goahead".

Hedialedhisbrothersnumber,afterafewringshe

answeredhisphone.

Khulani:"Hello".

Nsika:"Khulani?Areyoualright?".

Khulani:"Nsika?Whosephoneisthis?".

Nsika:"That'snotimportant,Iwasworriedabout

you,howareyou?".

Khulani:"HowamI?Youleft!,youfuckin'leftand

yourphoneisoff,howamIsupposedtobe?".

Nsika:"Ihadtosellmyphonetomakeextracash,

butI'mfine,IfoundajobandonceIgetpaidIwill

getusaplacetostay,Iwillalsosendyoucometo

comehere,Idon'twantyoutouseoursavings".

Khulani:"Ihateyou,Iwasworriedsickaboutyou".

Nsika:"Iloveyoutoo".

Khulani:"Geezyousoundsogay".

Theybothlaughed.



Nsika:"Iwillcallyoulaterokay?".

Khulani:"Momisalsofine".

Nsika:"Iwilltrytocallyoulater".

Hehangedup,hewasworriedaboutKhulani,hehad

neverbeenfarfromhim.

MrClive:"Iseverythingalright?".

Nsika:"I-ye-s,thankyousir".

MrClive:"Theshopisbusynowsinceitisthistime

oftheyear,IwilltellTrustourbestbarmantoteach

you".

Nsika:"Toteachmewhat?".

MrClive:"Youareournewtraineebarman".

Helookedathimindisbelief,hewastotally

speechless.

MrClive:"Wehaveworktodo,gotothebar".

Hewalkedoutoftheoffice,hewashappyeven

thoughhedidnotknowhowmuchbarmansearned,

hewasgiventheT-shirtwrittenTheCliveRestaurant

&Bar.



Trustlookedveryyoung,hewasaverycoolhuman

being.

Trust:"Putthispaperheresoyouwon'tforgetthe

cocktailmenusandalltheprices,themost

importantthingherealwaysputthecustomersfirst,

wedealwithdifferentpeople,somewillcomeand

openuptheirproblemstoyou,whentheytellyou

theirproblemsalwayslistenbutnevergiveadvices..

onelastthingifyouseethatthecustomerhashad

enoughtodrink,itisnotyourjobtotellthemthey

havehadenoughtodrink".

Nsika:"That'sdifficult".

Trust:"It'seasy,justfocusonyourjobbefriendly

andyouwillgetlotsoftips".

Nsika:"Tips?Thatwillbeabonus,Ineedaplaceto

stay".

Trust:"YohZuluboywhereareyoustayingnow?Did

yourparentskickyouout?".

Nsika:"Idon'thaveparentsbutIdohaveabrother

heismyage".



Trust:"I'msorryman,youcancomecrushbymy

placebutwhenyougetmoney,moveout".

Nsika:"Thankyou,thankyousomuch".

Trust:"It'snothingmuchman,Let'scleanthese

glasses".

Hetookthetableclothandsmiled,everythingwas

fallingintoplace.

.

.

.

-Khulani

Noma:"Wasthatyourbrother?".

Khulani:"Heisfine".

Noma:"Ohthankyoulord,IknewthatGodwill

protecthimohmyson".

Khulanifoldedhishandsandstaredather.



Khulani:"Whatismyrealsurname?".

Shelookedupathim.

Khulani:"Weareadultsnow,Nsikaleftbecausehe

feelslikeyouarelyingtous,tellmethetruth".

Noma:"Youwanttoleave?Justlikeyourbrother?".

Khulani:"Iwantthetruth".

Noma:"Mothupi,yourfatherwasKgosiMothupi,he

wastswana,tohisfamilyIwasjustanuneducated

Zulugirlwhowasjustamaid".

Khulani:"Istilldon'tunderstandwhyyouhadtohide

allthisfromus"

Noma:"IsufferedalotaftergivingbirthtoNsika,

yourfather'sfamilycalledmenames,theyhatedus

Khulani,Iambroken,mylifewillnevereverbethe

samebecauseofthewayyourfathersfamilytreated

me".

Khulani:"Iamsorrythatyouhadtogothroughthis".

Noma:"Don'tlookforthatfamily,theyareevil".



Khulani:"Iwon'tandIwilltellNsikanotto".

Hefeltmoreclosertohismombutheknewdeep

downthathehadtolookforhisfamilybecausehe

neededcleansing,hekilledaman.

Noma:"Youwillleavejustlikeyourbrother?".

Khulani:"Wehavefinishedschoolnow,youcan't

haveusforever,Nsikaisjustmadhewillcome

around".

Therewasnowaythatallherkidsweregoingto

leave,sheneededtopreventKhulanifromfollowing

hisbrother.

Noma:"Ifyoudon'tcallyourbrotherandtellhim

whatIwillsay,youwillregretthisfortherestofyour

life".

Khulani:"Momdon'tstart".

-Nsika

"Heydude,thebossiscallingyou".Hiscolleague



saidtohim.

Nsikastartedshaking,thiswashisfirstdayatthe

bar,washedoingsomethingwrongalready?His

moodchanged,hewenttotheoffice.

Nsika:"Sureboss".

MrClive:"Yourbrothersaysyoumustcallhimback,

it'surgent".

HetooktheofficeanddialedKhulani'snumbers.

Nsika:"Heyiseverythingalright?".

Khulani:"It'smom".

Nsika:"Whatabouther?".

Khulani:"Youneedtocomebackhomeshewants

tokillherself".

Nsika:"Ialwaystellyouthatsheisemotionally

blackmailing-".

Khulani:"Iamserious,shewantstokillherself

pleasecomebackhome".



Nsika:"Ican'tbelievethatyouarefallingforher

tricks.

Khulani:"PleaseNsikacomebackhome,she

boughtratpoison".

.

.

.
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Nsika:"Youarerentingallthisplace?".

Trust:"Nahmanmysisterownsthisplace,luckyfor

meIdon'tpayrent".

Nsikawasimpressed,Trustwasstayinginaone

bedroomflatwithanopenlounge.

Trust:"Doyoudrink?".

Heaskedtakingoutabuyinhisfridge,Nsikatook

onealso.Hewasworriedbuthedidnotwanttotell

Trustabouthisproblems.



Nsika:"DudeIknowImaybeaskingtoomuchfrom

youandwejustmet,Ineedahugefavor".

Trust:"What'sup?'.

Nsika:"IhaveabrotherandIwanthimtocomehere,

IpromisetopayrentandinJanuarywewillmove

outbecauseweappliedforthestudentresidency

programandwewereaccepted..please".

Trust:"That'stoomuch,howoldishe?".

Nsika:"Heisafewmonthsolderthanme,he'sa

verycoolguy".

Trust:"Aslongashewon'tbeaproblemandifyou

promisethatyouandyourbrotherwon'tcauseany

troublehere".

Nsika:"Ipromise,PetersaidIwillbepaidthemoney

ImadebeforebeingemployedasabarmansoIwill

sendittomybrotherandatleastbuyfoodhere".

Trust:"Aslongasyouoryourbrotheraregonna

cook,Idon'tcook,Imakeenoughtipstobuytake

outs".

.



.

.

.

-Khulani

HewasonthephonewithNsika.

Nsika:"BringyourIDalong,Ican'tbookyourbus

ticketfromhere,myshiftstartsearly".

Khulani:"Yousoundlikeatrueworkingman,Itold

momthatyouarecomingbackhome".

Nsika:"Doyouwannacomehereornot?".

Khulani:"I'mcoming,let'stalklaterNandiishere".

Nsika:"Okaylater".

HeliedtohismotheraboutNsikaeventhoughshe

threatenedtotakeherlife,Khulaniwasalsotiredof

hismothersmanipulativeways.



Nandi:"Hi,Ithoughtsomethingbadhappened,you

soundeddifferent".

Shesaidhugginghim.

Khulani:"Comein,it'snothingthatserious,Iam

leavingtomorrow".

Nandi:"Leaving?".

Khulani:"I'mgoingtostaywithNsikawewillcome

backinJanuaryforourresults".

Nandi:"Youareonlytellingmethisnow?AmIeven

importanttoyouorI'mjustoneofthosegirlsthat

youonlysleepwith?".

Khulani:"Ihaveproblems,realproblemsthatIcan't

evensharewithyouyet,itisbestifIleaveand-".

Nandi:"Weallhaveproblems,Ican'tbelievehow

selfishyouare,whataboutme?".

Khulani:"Babecalmdown,wewilltalkeverydayand

ifIgetmoneyyouwillvisitme".

Nandi:"Visityou?Ican'tdothisanymore,it'sover".

Khulani:"Youarebeingdramaticrightnow,youare



notgonnabreakupwithme".

Nandi:"Whynot?".

Khulani:"Iloveyou,IloveyouokayandIhaveno

choicebuttoleave".

Nandi:"Ialsodon'thaveachoicebuttoleave,who

thehelldolongdistancerelationshipsthesedays

anyway".

Shewalkedoutleavinghimdrained,Nandididnot

knowhowmuchKhulanilovedher,hewashurtbut

hehadtoleave,hepackedhisclothesandhidthe

bagsinsidethewardrobe.Hismomcameback,she

wasworkingmoredaysnowatthetavernevenmore

betterduringtheday,shestartedcooking.Khulani

wantedtotellheraboutleavingbuthedidnotwant

tocauseanymoredrama,hewatchedTVwithHlelo.

Noma:"Yourbrotherisstillcomingbackhome?".

Khulani:"That'swhathesaid".

Helied.

Noma:"Good".

Thatwasallshesaid,Khulanitriedseveraltimesto



callNandibutshedidnotpickup,shealsoblocked

himonWhatsApp.Hewenttobedearly.Hewasthe

firstpersontowakeupinthemorning,

Johannesburgwasveryfar'soheheard'after

bathinghedidnoteatbecauseofthenerves,his

motherwassleepingheputhisbagsontopofthe

couchandwokeNoma.

.

.

.

.

Noma:"Whatisit?".

HeclearedhisthroatwhenNomaliftedupherhead.

Noma:"Whyareyoudressedlikethis?Whereare

yougoing?".

Khulani:"MaI'mleaving".

Noma:"Leaving?".

Khulani:"I'mfollowingNsika".

Noma:"Youbrotherbrainwashedyoutoo,howdo



youthinkyougoingtosurviveinthecitythatyou

don'tknowalone?Don'tdrivemecrazygobackto

bed".

Heshookhishead.

Khulani:"I'mdoingyouafavorbytellingyou,i

shouldhavejustleftwithouttellingyou".

Shetookashoeandthrewitathim.

Noma:"Isaidyouarenotgoinganywhere,sitdown!".

Khulani:"Hlelopleasetakecareofmom".

HetookhisbagleavingNomashockedofhis

behavior,Nsikasenthimmoneyashepromised.

Trustfetchedhimataparkstationitwasalllikea

dreamtoKhulani,heneverbelievedthathewould

leavehome.

Trust:"Youcanputyourbagsthere,yourbrotheris

knockingofflate,heisstilltraining".

Khulani:"Youhaveaverycoolapartment".

Trust:"Thankstomysister,letsgotomyworkplace

sothatyouwillseeyourbrother".



Theytalkedgettingtoknoweach,Khulanirealized

howcoolTrustwas,headmiredhimandhis

dressingstyle.Theyarrivedattherestaurantbar.

Nsika:"Youmadeit!".

Khulani:"YeahI'mjusttired,howiswork?".

Nsika:"Busyasyoucansee".

Trust:"Yousaidyournameis?".

Khulani:"Khulani".

Trust:"That'sacomplicatedname,IwillcallyouKay,

let'ssitoverthere".

Theysatonthecouches,Trustordereddrinksfor

them.Khulanisawpeopleinexpensivesuitsand

dressescomingin.

Khulani:"It'saveryexpensiveplacehuh?".

Trust:"Youcanalsocomehereaslongasyoubath

well".

Theybothlaughed.

Awomancameandsatattheirtable.



Her:"Ijusthadalongday,whatdoyouguysdrink?".

Sheaskedcallingawaiter,TrustandKhulanilooked

ateachother,theybothdidnotknowher,theywere

stuntatherbraveryoftalkingtothemasifsheknew

them.Khulanichokedonhisbeer.

Her:"Thatbeerischeap,canIhavetwobottlesof

themostexpensivewhiskeyinthehouse".

Thewaiternodded.

Khulani:"Weareonourwayout".

Her:"Comeondon'tspoilthefun".

Trust:"Kayistellingthetruthwewereon-".

Her:"Kay?Hmmsuchanicename,whydon'tyou

guysdrinkwithmeIhadaterribledayandIneed

somecompany,youworkhereright?".Sheasked

pointingatTrust.

Trust:"YeahbutIknockedoffearly".

Her:"I'macustomerherenotafreak,Iwillpayyou

foryourtime".

Theysatdown,thebottlescameandtheladylooked



verystressed,shekeptongoingonandonabouther

terribledayatwork,whateverhappenedreally

annoyedher.

.

.

.

.

Her:"Don'tmindmedrinkup,youknowpeoplereally

takeadvantagesbutheywhoamItoevencomplain".

Theyjustlistenedtoherwithoutsayingaword.

Trust:"Ineedabathroom".

Theynodded.

Her:"YousaidyournameisKayright?".

Khulaninodded.

Her:"Youareaveryhandsomeyoungman,doyou

mindifwefinishthisatmyhouse?".

Khulani:"Idon'tthinkthat'sagoodidea,youhave

hadenoughtodrink".



Shelaughedwipingherface.

Her:"Howmuchdoyouwant?".

Khulani:"Excuseme?".

Her:"Howmuchdoyouwantmetopayyouifyou

spendthenightwithme?".

Khulani:"Iamnotaprostitute".Hewasannoyed.

Her:"Idon'tlikeprostituteseither".

Shetookoutherbusinesscardandgaveittohim.

Her:"Herecallmeifyouchangeyourmind,buy

morebeerswiththis".

Sheleftastackofmoneyonthetable,Khulani

quicklyshovedthemoneyonhispocketsbefore

Trustcameback.Hewenttothebarcounter.

Khulani:"Youlookbusy".

Nsika:"MyfeetsarekillingmebutIcan'tknockoff

becauseIhavetopayTrustforlettingusstayathis

place".

Khulani:"Yeahnothingisforfree".



Nsika:"MaybeIshouldtalktomybossforyou".

Khulani:"What?Youwantmetoworkhere?".

Nsika:"Yeahyoucan'tstayattheflatthewholeday".

Khulanikeptquiet,hedidnotlikeworkingatabaror

arestaurant,itwasnotwhathewanted.

Khulani:"Soweneedtofindourplacetostay?".

Nsika:"Yeahandtherentistoomuchhere".

Hewaitedforhisbrothertofinishandtheywent

backhome,TrustandNsikatoldhimabouttheir

workandtheircustomers,itsoundedfuntalking

aboutitbutnotforKhulani,heneverimagined

himselfworkinglikehisbrother.hetriedcalling

Nandionemoretimebutsheignoredhim.Inthe

morningtheyallwokeupforworkandKhulaniwas

leftalone,hetookabusinesscardandlookedatit,

theladygavehimathousandrands,heneededmore

moneybutworkingatarestaurantbarwasnotwhat

hewanted.Hedialedthenumber.Theladyanswered.

Her:"Mapulehello?".

Hebreathedinandout.



Khulani:"Hi,it'sKay,wemetyesterdayat-".

Mapule:"OhIrememberyou,didyouchangeyour

mind?".

Khulani:"Alittlefunwillnothurt".

Mapule:"Ilikethesoundofthat,sendmeyour

addressinthisnumber,mydriverwillcomepickyou

up".

Khulani:"Sure"

Hewenttothesecurityguardsdownstairstoaskfor

theaddress,aftersendingithewenttofreshenup

andworehisbestclothes.Thedrivercalled,onhis

waytowherehewasgoingtomeetMapulehewasa

bitskeptical,hisheartwasbeatingveryfast.The

driverpulledoverinthemansionhouse.

Driver:"Pleasemakeyourselfcomfortable'.

Hesatonthecouch,thehousewasveryhugeand

beautifullydesigned,itwasnothingthatKhulanihad

seenbefore,heonlysawthesekindofhouseson

magazines.

Mapule:"Doyouneedadrink?".



Hejumped

Mapule:"Ididn'tmeantoscareyou,youtookmeby

surprisewhenyoucalled".

Khulani:"WhyamIhere?".

Mapule:"Youdon'tknowreally?Don'tactdumbwith

me".

Khulani:"Howmuchareyougoingtogiveme?".

Mapule:"Thatwilldependonhowmuchareyou

goingtomakemehappy,moneyisnotaproblem.If

thehappinessyougivemeexceedtomy

expectationsIwillgiveyouanythingyouwant".

ThesoundofthatmadeKhulanichillabit,hestood

uptopouraglassofwhiskey.

Khulani:"Deal".

Mapule:"Deal,I'mawomanofmywordKay".

Hesmirkedanddrankthewholeglassofalcohol,he

gatheredhisstrengthandremindedhimselfthatthis

wasbetterthanworkingasabarman.

MapulewasstunnedbyhowhandsomeKhulaniwas



andyoungtoo,shesmiledatherselflookingather

toyboy.Khulanisatontopofherandstartedkissing

herslowly,thiswasajob,hehadtobecompetentat

it.Heplayfullybitherlowerlipandteasedbothlips,

hisrighthandbrushedhernipple,Mapule'sbreath

washigh,Khulanitouchedherwheresheneededto

betouched.Hepulledupherdressandstopped.

Khulani:"Ineedacondom".

Mapulestoodupholdinghishandandledhimtothe

bedroom,sheopenedthedrawer,herhandcameout

withastackofcondoms.Khulaniundressed,Mapule

hadaverybeautifulbody.Khulaniopenedherlegs

andsuckedbetweenthem,hepulledouther

underwearandteasedherclitorieswithhishand,he

bentoverandsuckedher,shescreamedinpleasure

touchinghishead,hewentuponherbellybuttonand

suckedonit..hishandsopeningacondom.He

slippeditinandgotinsideher,heclosedhiseyes

feelingtheheat.Heentrustedforacoupleoftimes

andfelthercoming,hestrokedoncemoreandhe

groaned.Hefellontopofherchest,hewasnot

regretting,hehadsleptwithgirlshehasneverdated



beforethatiswhyitwasnotabigdealforhim.He

stoodupandgotdressed.

Mapule:"Thatwasamazing,howmuchdoyou

want?".

Khulani:"Twothousand".

Shelaughedathim.

Mapule:"Areyouworththatmuchafterthat

performance?".

Helookedather.

Khulani:"YousaidyouwillgivemeanythingIwant

right?".

Mapule:"Ifyoukeepmehappyohandanotherthing,

Idon'tdobankaccounts".

Shetookasmallbookandwrotesomething.

Mapule:"Here'syourmoney".

Khulani:"Ineedarealmoneynotapieceofpaper".

Mapule:"Idon'tkeepanycashhere,gochangethat

chequemydriverwilldriveanywhereyouwanttogo".



Hewasnotsatisfied,heangrilytookthepaperand

walkedout,thedriverdroppedhimathisplace,the

chequewaswrittenninethousandrands,hetookhis

IDathomeandaskedfordirectionstothebankto

openabankaccountandchangethecheque.He

wasninethousandrandsricher,hedidnotneeda

job.

.
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KhulaniwasMapule'stoyboy,shewouldcallhim

everytimesheneededhisservicesbutthatdidnot

stophimfromthinkingaboutNandi.Hehadmore

moneyonhisbankaccount,moneythathenever



thoughthewouldhaveinjustacoupleofdays.His

phonerang.

Khulani:"Hello".

Mapule:"HiKay,Ineedyoutonight".

Khulani:"Atyourhouse?".

Mapule:"Mydriverwillpickyouupateight".

Khulani:Okaycool".

Herealizedthatheneededafewmoreclotheshe

walkedtotheshopsdownthestreet.Ahomeless

guypushedhim.

Khulani:"Watchwhereyouaregoing!".

HefellonthegroundKhulanilookedathim,hiswas

bleedingfromhismouth.

Khulani:"Help!".

Astreetsecurityofficerrushedtohimandhelphim

calledanambulance,hefeltareliefwhenthe

paramedicstoldhimthemanwillbefine.

Khulanigotinsidetheshoptobuyhisoutfit,hegot

everythingheneededandwentbacktotheflat.



Nsika:"Don'ttellmeyouusedoursavingsmoneyto

buythese".

Khulani:"Iusedmymoney".

Nsika:"Whatmoney?".

Khulani:"IwantedtotellyoubutInevergottime,I

foundajobandit'spayingmewell".

Nsika:"Youarealwaysherewhenareyouworking?".

Khulani:"Thisoneisdifferent,Ifoundaveryrich

womanshepaysmeformakingherhappy".

Nsika:"Youareprostitutingyourself?Areyououtof

yourmind?".

Khulani:"Ienjoysleepingwithherit'snotlikeI'm

doingsomethingIdon'twanttodo".

Nsika:"PeoplecallyouKayandnowthis?Areyou-".

Khulani:"Lookweleftmomathomestoplecturing

me!Youcanalsodothesameifyouwantto,I'ma

grownassman,excusemeI'mvisitinghertonight".

Helefthisbrotherhangingtoprepareforthenight,

hedidnotwantanylecturers.Laterthedrivercame.



Mapule:"Youlookmorehandsometonight".

Khulani:"Youdon'tlookbadyourself".

Hecamein,thistimeitwasdifferent,Mapule

preparedfoodforthem.

Khulani:"What'stheoccasion?".

Mapule:"IfeltlonelysoIkeptmyselfbusywith

preparingthis".

Khulani:"Ihopethisisnotadate".

Mapule:"Withyou?Never-mysonisasameageas

yousoIdon'tdatekids".

Khulani:"Butyoufuckkids".

Mapule:"Theyarefuntofuck,passmethatplate".

Khulani:"I'mnothungrybutadrinkwouldbenice".

Mapule:"Anythingforyou".

Khulani:"Speakingofanythingforme,Ineeda

favour".

Mapule:"Whatisit".

Khulani:"Meandmybrotherweneedaplacetostay



butwecan'taffordrentatthemoment-".

Mapule:"ThemoneyIgaveyouisclosetothirty

thousandnow,don'ttellmethatit'snotenough

unlessyouwanttobuyahouse".

Khulani:"Thatmoneyhasotherneeds,youaremy

sugarmommyright?".

Hesaidsippingonhisglass.

Mapule:"Soyouexpectmetopayyourent?".

Khulani:"Moneyisnotaproblemtoyou".

Mapule:"Iowntownhouses,Iwillchecktheempty

onetomorrowandgetbackto".

Khulani:"AndhowmuchdoIgetfortonight?It'sthe

wholenightremember?".

Khulani:"Youwanttoleavemybankaccounts

empty,don'tyou?".

Khulani:"I'mnotagolddigger,I'mjustakidwho

makesyouhappy".

Mapulelaughedathim,shelikedhisconfidence,he

wasnotsoft.



Mapule:"Lookmakeyourselfcomfortable,Ihaveto

bathandafterbathingIhaveafewcallstomake".

Khulani:"Sure".

.

.

.

.

AssoonasMapulelefthestoodup,itwasavery

enormoushouse,helookedaroundattheart

creationsthatwasdisplayedonthewall.Hecame

acrossabeautifulpaintingthatcoughthisattention,

itwasamanpointingatthehugeriver,thepainting

wasbeautifullydesigned.Helookedaroundbuthe

didnotsneakintherooms.Thenightwas

successful,hemanagedtomakeMapuleveryhappy

andwentbackhome.

Nsika:"Howmuchdidyoumake?".

Khulani:"Thirteenthousandplusatownhousethat

wewillbothbestayingat".

Nsika:"Youarereallysellingyourself?".



Khulani:"IusedtosleepwithgirlsIdidn'tevenlike

forfunandnowthatI'mdoingitbutinreturnfor

moneyyouarecallingmeaprostitute?".

Nsika:"Iamworriedaboutyou,youhavechanged".

Khulani:"Iamhustlingforus,Nandibrokeupwith

me,sheistheonlygirlthatIreallylovedsopleaseI

wannahavefunnow".

Nsika:"Isshemarried?".

Khulani:"Idon'tevenwanttoknow,soyouwill

moveinwithme?".

Nsika:"Idon'tknowman".

Khulani:"Please,weneedthislife,wehavebeen

sufferingeversincewewereborn".

Nsika:"Youwantmetodowhatyouaredoing?".

Khulani:"ContinuewithyourjobandIwillcontinue

withwhatIdo".

Nsika:"Yoursugarmamaisgonnapayrent?".

Khulani:"Shesaidsheownsthetownhouses".

Nsika:"Okaytellhertodraftyouacontractsothat



shewon'tkickusoutwhenevershewants".

Khulani:"Iwilltellher,thatmeansyouaremovingin

withme?".

Nsika:"YesbutIstillhatewhatyouaredoing,let's

gobuytakeouts".

Khulanismiledabit,hedidnotseeanythingwrong,

whowouldn'tenjoysexandgettingpaidforitin

return?Theywenttothestorethatsoldfood

downstairs.

Khulani:"Waithere".

Nsikasawhimcrossingthestreetandwondered

wherehewasgoing.Khulanistopped.

Khulani:"Heymanareyoualright?".

Themannodded.

Khulani:"Whathappenedyesterdayyoureally

scaredme".

Him:"Iamfinethankyou,canyoubuymeR5bread

pleaseI'mveryhungry".

Khulanitookouttwentybucksandgaveittohimbut



heshookhishead.

Him:"Ineedfoodnotmoney".

KhulaniwentwithhimtowhereNsikawas.

Khulani:"Doyoumindifwebuyhimfood?".

Nsika:"Ihavealreadyorderedforus,pleasesit

downsir".

Hewasverydirty,helookedatbothofthemandsat

down.

Khulani:"I'mKhulaniandthisismybrotherNsika".

Henoddedbuthedidnotintroducehimselfback,

theysatthereawkwardly.Hetookhisfoodand

thankedthem,heevenwentdownonhisknees.

Nsika:"It'sashameman".

Khulani:"Heisnoteventhatold".

Mapulecalledandtoldhimwhentheycanmovein.

Khulani:"Wecanmoveinatanytime,youneedto

speaktoyourfriendTrust".

Nsika:"Atleastwedon'thavelotsofstaffit'sonly



outbags".

Khulani:"YeahbutTrustreallyhelpedusthough".

TheyfinishedeatingandwaitedforTrusttoreturn

home,theytoldhimandhewasveryhappyforthem,

laterthatnighttheymovedtheirbagsandborrowed

afewblanketsfromTrust,Khulaniwasgonnashop

thefollowingday.

Nsika:"Yourdickmustbegoodbro.Wearelivingin

thesuburbs".

Theybothlaughed.

Khulani:"Atleastthekitchenisfullyfurnishedwe

onlyneedafewthingsandtwobedsforyourroom

andmine".

Theysleptonthefloor,inthemorningNsikaleftfor

work.

Khulanihadalottodo,hewokeupafterhisbrother

andwenttothefurniturestoretogetwhatthey

needed.

Khulani:"StopcallingmeIdon'twantyoutocatch

feelings".



Mapulelaughed.

Mapule:"Howdoyoulikeyournewplace?".

Khulani:"It'scoolI'matthefurniturestorenow".

Mapule:"Goodmydriverwillpickyouuptomorrow

inthemorning,youwillalsogetyourcontractwhen

youcomehere".

Khulani:"Cool".

Hecontinuedshopping,whenhegothomeheput

everythingwhereitneededtobeandwentoutsideto

exploretheplace,itwasbeautiful.

ThefollowingdayhewenttoMapule'shouseand

didhisjob.

Mapule:"Youarealwaysfuntobearound".

Khulani:"ThatmeansImakeyouhappy".

Mapule:"Alotnowgetupyouneedtogo".

Hegotdressedandpouredaglassofwater,hefelt

nauseousandrantothebathroomtovomit.

Mapule:"Areyoualright?'.



Khulani:"I'mgood".

Helied,hewasnotgood,hefeltdizzy.Thedriver

drovehimhome.Assoonashearrivedheslept.

Nsika:"Areyoualright?".

KhulaniwasshakinginbedwhichworriedNsika.

Heboughthimmedicationandthat'swhenhefell

asleep.

.

.

.

.

HewaspreparingtovisitMapuleasusualwhenhe

sawanoldmanstandinginthekitchen.

Him:"Whereareyougoing?".

Khulani:"Whoareyou?Whatareyoudoinghere?".

Him:"Youaredisgusting,youareadisgraceinour

family,weexpectalotfromyounotthisnonsense".

hetookoutabeltandstartedbeatinghimwithit,



Khulanitriedtorunbuthefeltstucked,hislegs

couldnotmove,hecouldnotrun.Hescreamed

cryingbutthemandidnotstop.

Nsika:"Khulaniwakeup!Whyareyoucrying?".

Hewokeup,itwasalladreambutthetearswere

real.

Khulani:"Ihadaterribledream".

Nsika:"Youreyesarered".

Khulani:"Thedreamfeltsoreal,Iwillbefinego

backtobed".

Khulanicouldnotsleepanymore,thefollowingday

hewokeupandwenttothebathroomwhenhe

lookedathimselfonthemirrorhisbodywaspurple.

Herantothekitchennaked.

Nsika:"Didyoursugamamabeatyouup?".

Helookedathimself.

Khulani:"DoyourememberlastnightwhenIwas

crying?Amanwasstandingrightherebeatingthe

helloutofmeandIwokeuplikethis".



Nsika:"Ifitwasadream-Idon'tunderstand".

Khulani:"Idon'tunderstandtoo,lookatme!".

Theykeptquiet.

Nsika:"Whatexactlyhappenedinthatdream?".

Khulani:"HesaidI'madisgraceandtheyexpectalot

frommelikeIcan'trememberbro.Thatdreamfelt

real,hewasbeatingandnowlookatme".

Nsikawasspeechless,hedidnotknowwhattodo

orwhattosay.

Khulani:"IfIamcrazythanwhataboutthese

marks?".

Nsika:"Ihavetogotowork,wewilltalklaterbutcall

mewhenyoudon'tfeelright".

Hesatonthefloorhismindrunningwild,hethought

aboutcallinghismotherbutnohewasnotgonnado

that.Afterbathinghethoughtmaybethemarks

woulddisappearbuttheydidnot,heworethelong

sleevedt-shirttohidethemandwenttohis

appointment,heneededmoneysinceheusedallhe

hadtobuyfurniture.HesleptwithMapuleandshe



paidhim.

Mapule:"Don'tleavenow,Iwillpayyoudoublefor

anotherround".

Khulani:"Sure".

Mapule:"Gotothekitchenandmakeyourself

somethingtoeatIwillcometoyouwhenI'mdone

witharrangingthemeetings".

Hestoodupandwalkeddownthepassage,he

stoppedagainonthepicturesandpaintingsand

tookalook,themanpointingattheriverlooked

familiar.Whenhelookedcloselyitwasthemanwho

beatenhimup,hisheartracedashemovedback.He

feltasifthemanwasstaringathim.Hewentdown

thestairsandsatdownaskinghimselfsomany

questions.

"Whoisthisman"

Hedrankwater,whenMapulecamedownthestairs

hewantedtoaskheraboutthepaintingbuthe

rememberedthatmostpeoplebuypaintingswithout

evenknowingthemeaningbehindthembutjust

becausetheylikethem.



Khulani:"Ican'tdothesecondround,Ihavetogo".

Mapule:"Issomethingwrong?".

Khulani:"Somethingcameup,writemychequeI

havetogo".

Shewastakenbackbythat,shegavehimhis

chequeandhewenttotowntochangeit,hesawthe

homelessmanagain,heneededtocooloff,hewas

stressed.

Khulani:"Hey,let'sgogetsomethingtoeat".

Hestoodupandfollowedhim,Khulanifeltsorryfor

himwhenhelookedathim,everyoneinthestore

lookedathimwhenhecameinwithadirty

homelessmanbuthedidnotcare,theysatdown

andorderedfood.

Khulani:"Youknowmaybetalkingtoastrangerwill

help,IfeellikeI'mlosingmymind".

Him:"Youareveryyoungtoloseyourmind,isita

girl?".

Khulanilaughedalittlewhenheheardhimtalk.

Khulani:"It'spersonalstaff,staffthatIdon'teven



understand,youknowsir-What'syourname?".

Him:"Mynameisnotimportant,Iamnoone".

Khulani:"ButI'msureyourparentsgaveyoua

name".

Him:"Thepersontheygaveanameislongdead".

Khulani:"Isthatwhyyouareonthestreets?".

Him:"Thestreetisthesafestplace".

Khulaninodded.

Khulani:"Whydon'tyoucomewithmetomyplace

wewillgetyoucleanedupandbuyyounewclothes,

youneedshoestoo".

Him:"Thereisnoneed,Iwillsellthoseclotheswhen

Igethungrytomorrow".

Khulani:"Wait-youarenotmentallyillorondrugs,

whyareyouonthestreetsmaybeIcanhelp".

HelaughedatKhulani.

Him:"Noonecanhelpme,myancestorseven

cursedme".



Khulani:"Don'tbelievetoomuchinancestors".

Him:"TheMothupiancestorsareliketheGods,you

can'trunawayfromthem".

Khulani:"It'sallinyourheard,Iknowthatthe

Mothupisurnamemightbebigbutdoyouknow

KgosiMothupi?".

Him:"Fromwhere?I'msuretherearemanyofthem".

Khulani:"HeisTswanathat'swhatmymomtold

me".

Him:"Whoisyourmother?".

Khulani:"NomalangaZondo,sheworkedherein

joburgnineteenyearsago".

Him:"NomalangafromKzn?".

Khulani:"Yeah".

Him:"Doesshehaveanyotherchildren?".

Khulani:"It'sjustmeandmybrotherwhoisafew

monthsyoungerthanme".

Him:"Thiscan'tbe,thesonoftherain,Pula".



Khulani:"Excuseme".

Him:"ThefirstMothupigrandchildrenPulaand

Pulane,weneedtogo".

Khulani:"Iknowthatlifeishardonthestreetsman

but-".

Him:"Kgosiwasmycousin,hedisappearedlong

ago,hewastheonlyMothupison,thesonoftherain,

theleaderoftheMothupiclanandvillage.Sinceyour

fatherisbelievedtobedead,hisfirstsonistheson

oftherainPula,youandyourbrotherwerenamed

PulaandPulane".

Khulani:"Thisisnotajoke!".

Him:"Nomalangawasalittlegirlwhenshecame

workingforKgosishe-".

Khulani:"Youarenotplayingwithmeain'tyou?".

Him:"IswearundertheMothupiancestors,the

lordsoftherain,Iknowwhoyourfatheris".

Hebentdownonhiskneeinfrontofhim.

Khulani:"Peoplearewatching,standup,let'sgetour

foodandgotomybrother".



Him:"Pula,sonoftherain,leaderoftheMothupi

clanandtheKgosigalevillage,Sonofthe-".

Khulani:"That'senoughnow!".
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Nsika:"Howdoweknowthatyouarenotlyingto

us?".

Him:"Ihavenoreasonsto".

Khulanitookhimtohisbrother,themanstilldidnot

changehisstatementbutitwashardforthemto

justbelieveahomelessman.

Khulani:"SoKgosiisdead?".

Him:"HeisbelievedtobedeadbutIdon'tbelieveit,

hisbodywasburntwhenitwasfound".



Nsika:"What'syourname?".

Heclearedhisthroatandlookeddown.

Him:"Mpho,Ithinkyoutwoareoldenoughtotake

whatbelongstoyou,everythingthatbelongedto

Kgosinowbelongstoyou,hisfathermadehimthe

heirofhisempireandnow-".

Nsika:"Wait-theyarerich?".

Mpho:"GooutsideandaskabouttheMothupi

family,theyareverywellknown".

Khulani:"WhatyouaresayingisalotandBesides

whoarewetotaketheempirethatyouaretalking

about,wejustwanttomeetthefamilybecausewe

alsohavetofixourlives".

Nsika:"Doeshehaveotherfamilymembers?".

Mpho:"Kgosiwastheonlybiologicalsonoftherain,

hestillhavehisparentsbutKgosi'sdeathorshouldI

saydisappearanceisveryconfusing,hesignedall

hisshares,housesandeverythingovertohis

youngerbrother-".

Khulani:"Ifhewastheonlyson,whydoeshehavea



brother?".

Mpho:"Kgosi'smotherdiedwhenhewasyoung

thenhisfathergotmarriedagain,thewomanhe

marriedtoalreadyhadachildbutMothupitreated

Barutilikehisown,hestilldoes".

Khulani:"Ifyoutakeustherewilltheyhelpus?".

Mpho:"Wecangoeventomorrow".

Nsika:"Whatiftheydon'tacceptus?Howaboutyou

goaloneandtellthemaboutusfirstwejustdon't

wanttocomplicatethings".

Mpho:"No,youbothneedtocomewithme,itisvery

importantthatyou-".

Khulani:"Nsikaisright,goman,wewillbuyyounew

clothesandgiveyoutransportmoney".

Themanwasveryexcitedtoseethem,hewantedto

gowiththem.Lookingatbothofthemherealized

thathisancestorsbroughthiminthecityfora

reason,hehasfoundwhatbrokehim,Kgosiwas

morethanjustacousintohim.Heagreedtotheir

offerandtheydidastheypromised,theycleaned



himupandboughtnewclothes,thefollowingdayin

theafternoonheleft.

Khulani:"Idon'ttrusthim".

Nsika:"Butthewayhedescribedmom,heknewher".

Khulani:"Whatdoyouthinkabouttheempirehetold

usabout".

Nsika:"Wecan'tfightbattleswedon'tknow,wejust

needthemtoperformacleansingritualforusand

that'sit".

Khulani:"Ihearyou,Ihopetheywillagreetoit

becausemomsaidtheyneverlikedus".

Nsika:"Ihopesotoo".

.

.

.

Themanknewtheirmotherbuttheystilldidnotfully

trusthim,theonlythingtheywantedwastofind

theirfamilyanddothecleansingnothingmore.



Nsika:"Don'tyouthinkoflookingforajob?".

Khulani:"Iwillneverworkasabarmanorawaiter,

thankyou".

Nsika:"Butit'sbetterthannothing".

Khulani:"IwillcontinuewithwhatIdo,I'mmaking

lotsofmoney,justimaginegettingpaidforyourdick

man".

Nsika:"There'snothinginterestingaboutbeinga

prostitute".

Khulani:"WhateveryoumaycallitbutI'mhavingfun

andgettingmoney".

Nsikashookhishead,hisbrotherwasenjoyingthis

soconvincinghimtofindarealjobwasjust

pointless.

Nsika:"Ihavetogonow".

Khulani:"YouseewhatI'mtalkingabout?Youcan't

evenrestinpeacebecauseyouworklate".

Nsika:"Whateverman".

Heclickedhistongueandtookoff,Khulanididnot



seeasingleproblemwithwhathewasdoing,

MapuledidnotcallfortwodayswhichgaveKhulani

enoughtimetorest,earlyinthemorninghereceived

acallfromher,twohourslaterherdriverwas

outsidepickinghimup.

Hewentatherhouse.

Mapule:"Areyoualright?".

Khulani:"I'mcool,whydidn'tyoucallthesepastfew

days?".

Mapule:"Youarenotmyboyfriendremember?Icall

youwheneverIneedyourservicesandifIdon't,I

don't".

Khulani:"Fairenough".

Shelookedathim.

Mapule:"Areyoucatchingfeelings".

Khulani:"IknowmytypeMapule".

Mapule:"AndI'mnot?".

Khulani:"Youareold".

Mapule:"AnditIwasn't?".



Khulani:"Youarestillnotmytype"

Shehalflaughed..

Mapule:"Thereissomethingaboutyou,Ijustdon't

knowwhatitis".

Khulani:"EverygirlIusedtosleepwithendedup

fallingforme,youarenotthefirstone".

Shelaughed,shewasreallyamazedbythisyoung

man..hehalflaughedtoherlips..hetaughtherso

manythingssexually,histouch,thewayhekissed

herwasjustmagical.Shefelthimandsheneeded

moreofhim.

Khulanipulledupherdressashishandtrailedall

overherbody,Mapule'sbeautifulbodymadeKhulani

forgetthatshewasold,assoonasherbodystarted

tojerkandshuddertoherclimax,hefoundhimself

astonishinglymoved-likethemusicthatsurprises

you,hekissedandplayedwithhertongue.Hepulled

downherunderwear,shehelpedhimashe

undressedhimself.Hebegantokisshergently

rubbinghernippleswithhislefthand...hestroked

herandkissedbetweenherlegsrubbing,pokingon



herprivatepart..heinvitedhimselfinandstarted

entrusting,minuteslatertheywereholdingeach

othertryingtocatchtheirbreath.

Mapule:"ThisiswhatIalwayswanted".

Khulani:"What?".

Mapule:"TohavesexthatIactuallyenjoy".

Khulaniwantedtoaskhersomanyquestionsabout

herlovelifebuthekeptquiet,herlifewasnonofhis

concern.Aphonerang.

Mapule:"Hello".

Shekeptquietlisteningtothepersononthephone.

Mapule:"What?NoI'mcoming".

Shestoodupsearchingforherclothes,Asconfused

asKhulaniwas,healsostooduptogetdressed.

Khulani:"Iseverythingalright?".

Mapule:"Ihavetogo,thedriverwilltakeyouhome".

Shehurriedlytookherchequepadandwrotedown

Khulani'spayment.



Khulani:"Youmadeamistakethisis230k".

Mapule:"Letmesee".

Shecheckedit.

Mapule:"Don'tyouthinkyouthinkthatyoudeserve

it?GodisonyoursideIhavenevermadeany

mistakewithmoney".

Khulani:"Youarerich,Ideserveitinsomanyways".

Hesaidchuckling.

Mapule:"Good,youcangonow".

Shewasinahurry,Khulaniwenthomefindinghis

brothercooking.

Khulani:"Whyareyoucookingwhenyourbrotheris

rich?".

Nsika:"Moveplease".

Khulani:"Jealousydoesn'tsuityou,look".

Hetookouthischeque.

Nsika:"Yoursugarmamagaveyouthis?Why?".

Khulani:"Isatisfyherthat'swhy,Iwasshockedbut



heytheladydidn'tmindatall,wewillchangeitfirst

thinginthemorning".

Nsika:"Idon'ttrustthiswoman,evenarichperson

cannotgiveyouthismuchmoney".

Khulani:"Sheishappywithmyservices,shutupand

letusenjoythismoney,it'sChristmasnextweekI

thinkweshouldsendmommoney".

Nsika:"That'sagoodidea,Itriedcallingthatguyof

yoursMphobuthisphoneisoff".

Khulani:"Letmetryhim".

Hetookouthisphoneanddialledhisnumbers,the

phonewasoff.

Khulani:"It'soff".

Nsika:"Thatguyisascam,heranoffwithour

clothes,phoneandmoney,Ican'tbelievewetrusted

astranger".

Khulani:"Everythinghesaidfeltsotrue,Ifeelso

stupidrightnow.Andieasilyfellforhistricks".

Nsika:"Thejokeisonhimfordoingthistous".



.

.

.

.

TheycalledNoma,shewasstillangrybuthearing

theirvoiceswasallsheeverwanted.Thefollowing

weektheysentherlotsofmoneyeventhoughshe

pretendednottowantit,theyknewthatdeepdown

sheneededit.Dayspassed,Mapulenevercalled

Khulani,theywerebothacceptedatWitsuniversity

andNsikadidnotquithisjobattheRestaurantBar,

hestillworkedparttime.

Khulani:"Hisphoneisstilloff".

Nsika:"Whosephone?".

Khulani:"Thatguysphone,Mpho".

Nsika:"It'sFebruary,don'ttellmethatyouarestill

thinkingaboutthatscambag".

Khulani:"IhadhighHope'sthat'swhy".

Nsika:"Forgetabouthim".



Hewashappythatatlasthehadfoundhisfamily

butallhisHopeswereturneddown.

Nsika'sphonerang.

Nsika:"Sure".

Trust:"Dudecanyouandyourbrothercometomy

place,it'surgent".

Nsika:"Now?Areyoualright?".

Trust:"pleasecomenow".

Hehangedup.

Nsika:"Trustwantstoseeusnow".

Khulani:"Why?".

Nsika:"Hesaidit'surgent".

Theygotthemselvesanuberwhichdroppedthemat

Trust'splace,whenheopenedadoorthreeman

wereseatedonthecouch,theonewearinglikea

businessmanstoodup.

Nsika:"Whatisgoingon?".

Man1:"Zulu's".



Heshookhisheadclickinghistongue,theboys

lookedateachother.

Man1:"You,leave!".

HedirectedtoTrust,Trustlefttheroom.

Man1:"Listenhereyoutwo,Iwantyoutoleavethis

cityandnevercomeback".

Khulani:"Whoareyoutotellusthat?".

Man1:"Youdon'twanttoknow,gobackto

whereveryoucamefrom".

Nsika:"Ifyoudon'tstopthreateningus,Iwillreport

youtothepolice".

Themanlaughedatthem.

Man1:"Don'twasteyourenergy,getoutofthiscity

ifyoustillwanttolive".

Hesaidthatandtheywalkedoutleavingtheboys

scaredandconfused.

Nsika:"Whoarethesemen?".

Trust:"Idon'tknowthem,theythreatenedme".



Khulani:"Stoplyingmaarn!".

Trust:"WhywouldIsendpeopletoyouyou?Please

don'taccusemeofthingsIdon'tknow,Iknewthat

helpingyouwouldbe-".

Nsika:"Khulanilet'sgo".

Theywentbacktotheirplace,assoonasthey

arrived,theyheardaknock.

Mpho:"Itwashardtoconvincethesecurityguysto

letmein".

Khulani:"Whatareyoudoinghere?"

Nsika:"Youhavethenerves-I-".

Mpho:"NoonebelievedmewhenItoldthemabout

thetwoofyou,Iamheretotakeyoubothhome".

Nsika:"Wearenotgoinganywherewithyou".

Mpho:"Ifyoubothdon'tmakeitthisweekend,going

tothathousewillbepointless,yourgrandfatherhas

calledapowerfultraditionalhealertomakeyour

uncletheheadoftheMothupiclan".

Khulani:"Wedon'tcare!".



Mpho:"PleasedoitforKgosi,youaretheheadof

theMothupiclannooneelse".

Nsika:"Wedon'twantanythingbutcleansing,they

cantakeeverythingwedon'tcarebecauseitisnot

ours".

Mpho:"Fineyouwillgetwhatyouwantbutplease

comewithme,wecanleaveearlyinthemorningthe

ceremonywillstartaroundnoon".

Khulani:"Nowearenotgoing".

Mpho:"Youwilldoyourcleansingbutonlyifyou

comewithme".

Khulani:"Sorryman,wedon'ttrustanyonenow,

speciallyamanwhodisappearedfortwomonths".

Mpho:"OkayIunderstand,canIstayhereforthe

night?Iwillleavefirstthinginthemorning".

Theylookedateachother.

Nsika:"Justfortonight".

Hethankedthemandsatdown,theboysboughta

coupleofbeersanddranktheirstressaway,Mpho

didnottouchhisdrink,hepouredsomethingthat



wasinthebottleintheirdrinkswithoutthem

noticing.Theboysdrankandfellasleep.

Mpho:"Iknewthiswouldhappen,that'swhyI

broughtthis".

Hewaiteduntilitwasdarkoutsideandwenttothe

guards.

Mpho:"DidyoumakesurethattheCamera'sare

off?".

Mphohadallthisplanned,heknewthattheboyswill

nottrusthimoragreetocomewithhim,he

organizedtransportandspoketotheguardsincase

convincingtheboyswillnotwork.Theyhelpedhim

puttingtheboysinthetruck,themanhehired

starteddriving.Aroundtwointhemorningtheywere

atNorthernCape.

Mpho:"Mama,Ma!".

Heknockedseveraltimesandhismotheropened.

Her:"Whereareyoucomingfromatthishour?".

Mpho:"PleasecomeandhelpmeMa".

Hismotherandthedriverhelpedhimgettheboysto



bed.

Her:"Whoarethey?".

Mpho:"Whattheyaregoingtodotomorrowwill

bringbadluckinthisvillage,theycan'tblindthe

ancestors,Baruticannotbethechiefofthisvillage,

heisnottheMothupison".

Her:"Wehavetomovefromhere,Barutiwillalso

makeourlivesalivinghell,Ican'tstayunderhis

rulinginthisvillageohpoorKgosiIwonderwhat

happenedtohim".

Mpho:"Kgosimightbenotherebuthisbloodis,I

foundhissons,PulaandPulane".

Her:"TheseareKgosi'ssons?".

Mpho:"Icouldn'tbelieveitatfirstbuteverythingwill

berevealedtomorrow".

Her:"Barutiwillkillyou,getthemoutofmyhouse!If

heeverfindoutthattheyslepthere-".

Mpho:"Noonewillfindout,Kgosiwaslikeabrother

tome,Iowethistohimandtothepeopleofthis

village,theirrightfulpersonhastobecrowned



tomorrownotabastardchild".

Her:"Whatiftheyarenot?".

Mpho:"Ibelievethattheyare".

Hismotherwentclosertothemandlookedatthem.

Her:"Ican'tbebanishedfromthisvillagebecause

ofyou,Iwantthemout!".

.

.

-MothupiFamily

"No,Isaidtheblackcowwillbeslaughterednow

beforedawnandthewhiteonewillbeslaughtered

bytheChiefhimself".Anoldmanspoke,theadviser

oftheMothupifamily.

"Wecan'tfindthecows".Avillageboytoldthe

adviser.

"Whatdoyoumeanyoucan'tfindthecows?We

needtoslaughtertwocowsbeforethesuncomes

out".Hesaidrunningtothekraal,itwasempty,there



wasnosignofanycows.

"Findit!Getalltheboysofthisvillage,thechief

cannotfindoutaboutthis".Hewasfuming,thecows

cannotjustdisappearlikethat,ithasnever

happenedbefore.

"Thisisasignofbadluck,theancestorsareangry".

Aftersayingthoselastwords,hewentinsidethe

house.

.

.
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Thesunwasshiningbright,itwaswhatpeople

wouldcallaperfectweatherbutfortheMothupi'sit

wasnotaperfectweather,theyexpectedaheavy

rainorthundershowerstoshowthattheancestors

arehappywiththeceremonybutitwastheopposite.

Mphowasstillathismothershouse.

Mpho:"Theyhavetobeupbynow".

Hismotherwasmakingbreakfastfortheirvisitors

thatshedidnotapproveof.Mphotookthetrayto

theoutsideroomtheyweresleepingat.

Mpho:"Heywakeup!Khulani!".

Theybothmoved.

Mpho:"Wakeup!".

Khulanilifteduphishead,itwasheavy.

Khulani:"Whatareyoustilldoinghere?".



Hestoodupandlookedaround,thiswasnottheir

place.

Khulani:"Nsikawakeup!".

Nsika:"What?".

Mpho:"MymommadeblackteaI'msureitwillhelp

withtheheadacheand-".

Khulani:"Yourwhat?Wherearewe?".

Nsikastoodupandcheckedoutside,hedidnot

knowtheplace.

Nsika:"Whatthehelldidyoudotous?".

TheytriedfightinghimbutMphojustkepthiscalm

anddidnotfightback.

Mpho:"WhatIdidiswrongbutitisforthebest,this

isyourchancetofindyourfathersfamily".

Khulani:"Weshouldbecalling-".

Mpho:"Stopactinglikeachild,Iwon'teatyou,eat,I

willprepareyouhotwater".

Heleftthemspeechless,theywereangryathim.



Khulani:"Ihaveafeelingthatthisisnotevenour

family".

Nsika:"Youaretheonewhobroughtthismaninto

ourlives,thisisallyourfault,youalwaysthinkyou

knoweverythingandyouarethemasterof

everything".

Khulani:"Areyouseriouslyblamingme?".

Nsika:"Whoelsetoblame?Getusoutofhere

becauseyesI'mblamingyou".

Khulanididnotwanttoarguewithhisbrother,he

threwthecupfullofteaonthefloor.Heworehis

shoesandwentoutside,hedidnotrecognizethe

place.

Mpho:"Youandyourbrotherwillleavesoon,ifyou

arenotaMothupieventonightyouhaveleave".

Khulani:"Wedidnotaskyoutobringushere".

HepunchedMphoseveraltimes,Mpho'smother

cameoutsiderunningandscreaming.Khulani

wantedtofinishhimoff,hewasfurious.

Mpho:"Momleavehim,Iexpectedthis".



Khulani:"Wewanttogobackhome!".

Mpho:"Youarehome,wehavetogobeforethe

ceremony".

Khulani:"Wearenotgoinganywherewithyou!".

Mpho:"Yousaidyoualsoneedyourfathersfamily

sothisistheperfecttimetoknowiftheyareyour

familyornot,wehavetogonowyouspentenough

timesleeping".

Hekeptquiet,hewasstillannoyedbutMphowas

stubborn,hedidnotevenraisehisvoiceathim.

.

.

-MothupiFamily

Thesunwasoutandthehypewasveryhigh,

everyonewaswheretheyneededtobe,thevillage

womenpeelingandpreparingsorghumbeer,except

fortheboyswhoweresupposedtolookafterthe

cows,thefirstceremonywhichwassupposedtobe

heldinthemiddleofthenightdidnothappen



becausethecowsescaped.

"Don'tworry,IhavesentThutotobuythecowsthat

weneed,hemustbeonhiswayback".Thevillage

advisoremphasized.

HewasintheancestralroomwithBaruti,hismother

MmeMothupiandKgosigaleMothupiwhowas

namesaftertheirsmallvillage.

Kgosigale:"Ihaveneverheardofthisevenwhenmy

fatherwasstillalive,thecowscannotjustdisappear,

theancestorsareangry".

MmeMothupi:"Thereisnosuchthing,cowsalways

disappears,mysonsceremonywillcontinue".

Baruti:"Mme,maybeweshouldcallMmeMmoloki

shewilltelluswhatneedstobedone".

MmeMothupi:"Hurry,goandcallher".

Hehurriedlylefttheroom.

Kgosigale:"Ihaveabadfeelingaboutthis,maybe

weshouldpostponethisceremony,weneed-".

MmeMothupi:"Never!Doyouwantustobethe

laughingstockofthisvillage?Whowillrespectus



whenwepostponeitnow?Youarenotserious,my

sonistherightfulchiefofthisvillage,heistheonly

sonyouhaveleftwith".

Kgosigale:"Peoplewillalwayshavesomethingto

say,Cowsdisappearanceisasignofbadluck".

MmeMothupi:"Thereisnosuchthingasbadluck,

shhhhh,theyarecoming".

Hiswifeisnoteasilyconvinced,hekeptquiet

watchingBarutiseatingdown.

Mmoloki:"Iseverythingalright?".

Kgosigale:"Cowsdisappearedlastnight,isitasign

ofbadluck?".

Mmoloki:"Someonestolethecows,myancestors

weregoingtoshowmeifthereissomethingbad,

thisceremonywillbeasuccess".

MmeMothupi:"Yousee,Itoldyou,thankyouMme

Mmoloki,Iwanttocheckifeverythingisgoing

accordinglyoutside,lotsofimportantpeopleare

invited".

Baruti:"Ihavetocheckonmysuit".



Kgosigale:"StaybehindBaruti".

Henoddedhisheadandwaitedforhismotherand

Mmolokitoleavetheroom.

Kgosigale:"Areyouready?".

Baruti:"YesIamfather".

Kgosigale:"Good,howisthecompanydoing?".

Baruti:"Everythingisgood,wegotanotherdealin

India".

Kgosigale:"HowdidyoulosetheSwaziland

contract".

Baruti:"Theydon'twanttopayfather,wegivethem

thebestproductintheworldandtheyexpect-".

Kgosigale:"Youdon'tjustcancelthecontractBaruti,

younegotiate,WelostsomuchandKgosihelpedus

andmadethiscompanythewayitisnow,ifIhear

thatyoulostanothercontractwewillhaveaserious

problem".

Baruti:"Itwillnothappenagain".

Kgosigale:"Good,thisceremonywillbeasuccess,



youhaveallmyblessingbutwehavetoworryabout

thebigceremony,theofficialone".

Baruti:"Thedatewillbeannouncedtoday?".

Kgosigale:"Yes,wedon'twanttowastemoretime".

TheadvisorBabolokicamein.

Baboloki:"YourGrace,thecowshavearrived".

Kgosigale:"Thatisgoodnews,Comeson".

Theyfollowedeachotheroutside,Fourcowswere

stillinthebakkie.

Kgosigale:"Weneedthesetwotied,wewillnow

performtheceremonythatweweresupposedtodo

inthemiddleofthenight,Babolokigettheinsence

andacupofsorghumbeer".

Baboliki:"YourGrace".

Kgosigale:"Barutitelltheseboystotakethesecows

insidethekrallandtiethesetwowitharope,Ihave

tochangetheseclothes".

Barutiinstructedtheboysandfollowedhisfather

insidethemainhousetoalsochangehisclothes,he



wasveryhappythateverythingwasfallingtogether,

hechangedtohistrackpants.

MmeMothupi:"CanIcomein?".

Baruti:"Comein".

MmeMothupi:"Youlookhappy,I'mgladthat

everythingisfallingintoplacenow".

Baruti:"I'mhappytoomother,Ican'tbelievethat

thisdayisfinallyhere".

MmeMothupi:"Youaretherightfulpersonforthis

throne,lookathowyouarerunningthecompany,

wheniseveryonearriving?".

Baruti:"I'msurebeforetheceremonystarts,Ihave

tocheckonfather,hemustbewaiting".

MmeMothupi:"Alrightgoon".

Shewasaveryproudmother,shesmiledseeinghis

sonwalkingtoperformhisfirstceremony.

Baruti:"Babolokiwhereisfather?".

Baboloki:"Heisstillinhisroom".

Barutiwaitedforhim,hewasimpatient,herantohis



fathersroomandcalledfromoutside.

Baruti:"Fatherwearewaitingforyou".

Kgosigale:"Iwillbewithyoujustnow".

Baruti:"Okayfather".

Kgosigalewasdonechanginghisclothesbut

somethingwaswrong,hemovedfromtheclosetto

thedoorandfellonthefloor,thishadnever

happenedbefore,hehadnodiseasethatheknew

off,hewasonhisearlyfiftiesandhealthy,heeven

lookedyoungerthanthat.Hetriedgettingupbuthis

legsfailedhim,hedidnotfeelanypainbuthedid

notmove.

Kgosigale:"ThegreatMothupi,whatishappeningto

me?".

Hetriedmovingbuthecouldnot,hecouldnotwalk

atall,hescreamedinfrustrationbutnoonecould

hearhiminthatthirtyroomdoublestoryhouse.

Theyweretherichestpeopleinthevillagebutthey

triedwithingtheirbesttomakeeveryoneintheir

villageliveabetterlife,noonewaspoorbutthey

weretherichest.



Kgositookhisfathersbusinessfromthegroundata

veryyoungageandmadeitwhatitistoday,his

deathhauntedhisfathereachandeveryday.

Mmemothupi:"Barutineedsyououtside-".

Sheopenedthedoorfindinghishusbandintears,

shehadneverseenhimcry.

Mmemothupi:"Thecowscollapsedoutside,the

cowsaredeadwehavetodosomething".

Helookedather,hefeltlikepunchingherface,he

feltannoyed.

Kgosigale:"Ican'twalk".

MmeMothupi:"Whatdoyoumeanyoucan'twalk?It

ismyson'sceremonytoday,GetupKgosigale!".

Tearsrolleddown,hefeltsolittle.

Kgosigale:"Pleasehelpmeup,Ineedtogettobed".

MmeMothupi:"Mysonisworriedsickaboutthis

ceremonyandyouwanttosleep?Ialwaysknewthat

youhatehim-".

Shestoppedwhenshenoticedblood,Kgosigalewas



cryingblood.

MmeMothupi:"Whatishappeningtoyou?Baruti!

Baboloki,help!Pleasedon'tdothistome,don't

closeyoureyesonme".

Kgosigalestaredather,hiseyescryingblood,he

wasnotmovingandMmeMothupiwascryingher

lungsout.

.

.

.

.

.

Khulani:"Hesays-".

Nsika:"Idon'tcarewhathesays,Iamgoing".

Khulani:"Weneedhishelp,wehavenomoneyand

wedon'tevenknowwhereweare".

Nsika:"IamsupposedtobeatworknowandifI



losethisjobyouwillknowwhoIam".

Khulani:"StoptreatingmelikeI'mtheonewhotold

thisguytokidnapus".

Nsika:"Youaretheonewhobroughthimtoourlives,

Idon'tevenknowwhattoexpectfromyouanymore".

Khulani:"What?".

Nsika:"Youareaprostitute,yousleepwithwoman

formoney!WhatmorecanIexpectfromyou?You

arenotthesameKhulaniIgrewupwith,youarenot

mybrother,maybeyouwereenjoyingsleepingwith

MrMbathaandyoumademeafool,Inowhave

bloodinmyhandsbecauseofyou!Wearealwaysin

troublebecauseofyou!".

Khulanilookedathimindisbelief,hedidnotfight

him,hewashurtthathisbrotherthoughttheworst

ofhim.HewenttowhereMphoandhismotherwere,

hepulleduptheknifethathetookonthekitchen

counterandpointeditatMpho.

Khulani:"Wewanttogonow!".

Mpho:"I-".



Khulani:"Ifyoudon'tdoit-".

Mpho'smother:"Pleasedon'thurtmyson,Iwillgive

youallthemoneythatIhave,please".

Khulani:"Givemeallofitotherwise-".

Hismotherrantothebedroomandcameoutwitha

coupleofhundredsofrands,hecarefullytookthe

money.

Khulani:"Ifyoudarefollowme,Iwillkillyou".

Theybothkeptquiet,herantotheotherroom.

Khulani:"Let'sgo,wewillaskfordirectionsonthe

streets".

Nsikafollowedhim.

Mpho:"Pleasedon'tdothis,thatismymom'slast

money".

Theyignoredhim.

Khulani:"Heretakethismoney,wewillmeetatthe

penthouse".

Nsika:"Youstayingbehind?".



Khulani:"I'msureyoudon'twanttobeinthesame

taxiwithapersonwhosleepswithwomanfor

moneyandIcan'tevenbelievethatyou,myown

brothertoldmethatIenjoyedsleepingwiththatman,

doyouknowwhathurtsthemost?Itrustedyou".

Nsika:"Stopactinglikeababy".

Khulani:"Excuseme?".

Hewasfrustrated,hesawhimselfthrowingpunch

onhisbrother.

Nsika:"Whatthehellareyoudoing?Iamsorryokay!

Iwasangry".

Khulani:"Yoursecretsarealwayssafewithme,I

haveneverusedthemagainstyou,notevenonce!

Youdisgustme,Ihateyou!".

Nsika:"IsaidI'msorry,itcameoutwrong".

Khulani:"Whenwegettojo'burgI'mmovingoutand

Ineverwanttoseeyouagain".

Nsikakeptquiet,hedidnotmeantosaywhathe

saidtohim,hewassorry,heregrettedeverysingle

wordhesaid.Khulaniwaswalkingfarfromhim.No



carscameorpeoplebuttheykeptwalkingnot

knowingwheretheyweregoing.

.

.

-Mothupifamily

Kgosigalewasunconcious,hewassick,theydidnot

knowwhatmadehimsicksosuddenly.Hiswife,

BarutiandMmolokiwerebyhisside.

MmeMothupi:"Weshouldtakehimtothehospital,I

can'twatchhimdie".

Mmoloki:"Hewillnotdie,Iwillgivehim-".

MmeMothupi:"Donotgivemyhusbandanything,

youshouldhaveseenthisbeforeitevenhappened".

Baruti:"Momcalmdown,wedon'twantpeopleto

findoutaboutthis".

MmeMothupi:"Theywillfindoutbecauseweneed

tocallthehospitalBaruti".

Baruti:"MmeMmolokicanwetalkforamoment".



Shenodded,Barutiledhertohisfatherssmalldining

area.

Baruti:"Whatishappeningtofather?".

Mmoloki:"Theancestorsdidnotshowmeanything,

hewillrecover".

Baruti:"Hissuddenillnessisdelayingmyceremony,

theceremonyneedstostartbeforeeveryoneeven

mycousinsstartsarriving".

Mmoloki:"Iwilldoeverythingtomakehimrecover".

Baruti:"Hewillnotrecovernowortoday,iffather

doesn'tmakeit,whatwillhappentothisvillage

becauseheisstillachief?".

Mmoloki:"Youwillhavetotakethethrone

immediately".

Baruti:"AndtakefullownershipofMothupiGold,

interesting".

Hethoughttohimself...

Mmoloki:"Butlet'snotthinkabout-".



Baruti:"Iknowallyoursecrets,allthedirtyworkyou

havedoneformymother,ifyoucan'tdowhatIwill

tellyoutodo,yourhousewillgodowntoasheswith

youandyourfamilyinside".

Mmoloki:"WhathaveIdonenow?".

Baruti:"Let'schangethatto,whatareyougoingto

donow?Listencarefully,ifanyonefindsoutabout

this,yourhousewillstillburn".

Mmoloki:"Anythingforyou".

Baruti:"Formewho?".

Mmoloki:"MrBaruti".

Baruti:"Wrong".

Mmoloki:"You-youwantto-(shestoppedand

apologized)myapologiesChiefBaruti".

Baruti:"Thattitlechangednow,therewillbeno

Chiefinthisvillageanymore,callmeKingBaruti,I

wanttoburymyfathernextweekSunday,givehim

somethingthatwilleathimslowlytodeath".

Mmoloki:"But-".



Baruti:"Iwantitdonefromtoday".

.

.
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Sometimesweloseourselvesintheprocessof

tryingtofindourselves,thebrotherswereintherural

area,itwashardtofindapersonwhoisjustwalking

downthestreet.Khulaniwaswalkingfarfromhis

brother,hewascertainthathewasdonewithhim.

Nsikarantryingtocatchupwithhisbrother.



Nsika:"Hey,ifwewannamakeitoutofherewe

havetosticktogether".

Khulaniignoredhim.

Nsika:"Youcan'tignoremeforever,wehavebeen

walkingfortoolongnow,maybewearegoingthe

wrongway".

Khulanicontinuedwalking,deepdownheknewthat

hisbrotherwasmakingsensebuthewasstubborn.

Theysawacarcomingfromtheotherside,they

bothranshoutingandcallingwhoeverwasinthecar

tohelpthem,thecarreversed.

Khulani:"Hi,Wearelost,weneeddirectionsto

Jo'burg".

Driver:"Atthistime?YouonlyfindtaxistoJoburg

earlyinthemorningnotnowbutyoucanfindonein

town".

Nsika:"Wherecanwefindtaxistotown?".

Driver:"Youarefarfromthetaxirankandyouare

goingthewrongway,ifyouarenotinahurryIcan

giveyoualift".



Khulani:"No,wearenotinahurry".

Driver:"Iamleavingforjoburglate,getinside".

Heopenedthedoors,thatwasareliefforthem,the

driverwasaverycoolperson,thecardroveoff.

.

-Mothupifamily

MmeMothupi:"Mmoloki,yourmedicinewillnothelp

him,heneedsadoctor".

Mmoloki:"Thisisthebestmedicine,itwillhelphim".

MmeMothupi:"TheGuestsarestartingtoarrive,I

don'tknowwhattotellthem".

Baruti:"Iwillwelcometheguests,don'tworryjust

focusontakingcareofdad".

Mmoloki:"Youalsoneedtogetready,whatwill

peoplesaywhentheydon'tseethebothofyou?".

MmeMothupi:"Ican'tleavemyhusband".

Mmoloki:"Heisingoodhands,justgetreadyand



gooutside".

Shenodded,Mmolokihadenoughtimetostarther

work.

.

.

.

.

Driver:"YouspeakZulu,whatareyoudoinghere?".

Khulani:"We-".

Nsika:"Itwasanightoutwithouruniversityfriends,

weendeduphere".

Driver:"Alwaysberesponsiblewhengoingout,what

ifsomethingbadhappenstothebothofyou".

Nsika:"Wewereirresponsiblelast,areyoufrom

here?".

Driver:"NotreallybutIcomehereoften,afamily

friendhasapartytoday,that'swherewearegoing".

Khulani:"Wecan'tgotoaparty,lookatus".



Driver:"Iwon'tstaylong,youwillbothstayinthecar

ifyouwantto,Iwilldropapresentandleave..Idon't

likecrowds".

Theynodded,theycontinuedtalkinganddrewaway

fromtheconversationwhentheysawanenormous

doublestoryhouse.

Khulani:"Peoplelivehere?".

Driver:"It'sverybeautiful,Ispentmostofmytime

herewhenIwasstillincollege".

Nsika:"It'shuge".

Driver:"Yep,youcanstayinthecarifyouwantto,

butifyoudecidetogooutsidethecar,Iwon'tleave

you".

Nsika:"Doyouknowwherethebathroomsare?".

Driver:"I'msurethereareguestbathrooms,ask

around".

HeleftKhulaniinsidethecarwhowasstillangryat

him,thereweremanypeople,hekeptonwalking

lookingfortheoutsidetoiletsbuttheplacewasbig,

oneladydirectedhiminsidethehouse.



Nsika:"Seconddoorafterturning-".

Heconfirmedthedirectionsbuthekeptquietwhen

hesawhowbeautifulthehousewasinside,he

clearlyforgotwherethetoiletwas,everyonewas

busyrunningupanddown.Nsikawasverytempted

tocheckthehouseout.

"Whatthehellareyoudoing?".

Henearlyfellontheground,thevoicescaredhim.

Nsika:"GeezKhulaniI'mlookingforabathroom".

Khulani:"ThatguyisstillbusyandI'msureitwon't

hurtexploringthebigcastle".

Hesaidgoingupstairsasifheknewwherehewas

going,Nsikafollowedhim.

Nsika:"Lookatthis,thesepeoplearerich".

Theysawawomanburningtheinsencewalking

aroundtheroomtalking,theyhid.

Nsika:"Let'sgobackbeforesomeoneseesus".

Khulanididnotrespond,hestoodtherestaringat

thesamedirection.



Khulani:"Thispicture,Isawitoutsidethat'swhyI

camein".

Nsika:"Whichone?".

Khulani:"Thatpicture,thisisthemanwhocamein

mydreams,doyourememberwhenIwokeup-".

Nsika:"Beatenyeah,maybeitwasjustadream,I

meanjustastrangedream,let'sgo".

Khulani:"Waitthewomaniscoming".

Theyhidbehindthethefineartstatuethatwasthere

fordecoration,theladywentdownthestairsand

theycontinuedsearchingforthetoilets.Theywere

stillamazedbythebeautyofthehouse.

Nsika:"Iwillbeoutside".

HeExcusedhisbrothertousethebathroom,Nsika

heardsomeonegroaninginpain,hecontinued

walkingbuthisconsciencestoppedhim.

Khulani:"Doyouwannagetarrested?Whyareyou

snoopingaroundinpeople'srooms?".

Nsika:"IthinkIheard-didyouhearthat?".



Khulani:"Maybetheyarehavingsex".

Nsika:"No,thispersoniscrying".

Khulani:"Thatisnotyourproblem,let'sgo".

Nsikaslowlyopenedthedoor,hegotashockofhis

lifewhenhesawamancryingblood.

Khulani:"Nsika!".

HewentcloserandsawwhatNsikawaslookingat,

themanneededhelp.Theywentinsideclosingthe

doorbehindthem.

Nsika:"Wehavetocallforhelp,thismanisdying".

Khulani:"Wecan't,wehavetogo!Therearepeople

coming".

Theylookedaroundbutthebedwastoodownto

hideunderit,theyopenedahugeclosetandhid

insideit.Khulaniwasveryangryathisbrother,they

endedupinsidetheclosetbecauseofhim.The

peoplestartedtalking.

Baruti:"Howisitgoing?".

Mmoloki:"Iamtryingto-".



Baruti:"Tryharder!Iwanthimdead,thisthronewill

notwaitformeforever.Gotoyourhousenowand

makepoisonoranything!".

Mmoloki:"Yourmothercannotseemeleavehim

unsupervised".

Baruti:"Don'tworryaboutmother,gonow!".

Theyheardfootstepsleavingtheroom,minuteslater

adoorclosed.Slowlytheyopenedtheclosetmaking

surethatnoonewasstillinsidetheroomexceptfor

thesickman.

Nsika:"Sowegonnaleavehimhere?".

Khulani:"Wheredoyouwantustakehim?".

Nsika:"Idon'tknow,let'stalktotheguywhohelped

usmaybehewilldosomething,gofindhimwhileI

waithere".

Khulani:"Istillthinkweshouldleavehim,heisnot

ourproblem!".

Nsika:"Geezmanjustgo,thepoormanisdying".

Herolledhiseyesandrandownthestairs,thecar

guywasnowheretobeseenKhulaniwentinsidethe



venuefullofpeoplewearingfancyclothesand

spottedhimtalkingwithacoupleofguys.Hewent

tohim.

Khulani:"Hi".

Driver:"Ohhey".

Khulani:"I-we-pleasecomewithmeit'sbetween

lifeanddeath".

Driver:"Whathappened?".

Khulani:"Pleasecomewithme".

Hedraggedhishand,themanfollowedhim.

Driver:"Whatareyoudoinginsidethishouse?Do

youknowwhoownsit?".

Khulani:"Wewillexplainittoyoulater".

TheguywasshockedseeingChiefKgosigale

fightingforhislifeinhisbed.

Driver:"Weneedtocall-".

Khulani:"Wearenotcallinganyone,weheardaman

andawomantalkinghere,theywanthimdead,a

womanissenttobringpoison".



Nsika:"Wehavetohelphim".

Driver:"No,thisisaverywellrespectedmanhere,

noonewouldevertrytohurthim,wehavetocall-".

Khulani:"No,wehavetotakehimtothehospital,

thismanwilldie,theywanthimdeadnottotakehim

tothehospital".

Driver:"Ican'thelp,Iwillcallhisson".

Nsika:"Thesamesonwhosaidthethronewillnot

waitforhimforever?I'mnotsuremaybeitwashim

whosaidthatbutthismanisnotsafeandwedon't

havetime".

Driver:"Howdowegethimout?".

Khulani:"Yousaidyouusedtospendmostofyour

collegedayshere,dosomethingman".

Driver:"Theremustbeabalconysomewherehere,

I'mnotsure,thatbalconyhasstairsthattakesyouto

theprivategarden,hisprivategarden.Searchforthe

balcony,Iwilltakemycar".

Theynodded,thebedroomhadthreedoors,the

otherdoortookyoutothebathroom,theothertook



youtothesmalldiningareawhichhasabalcony.

TheysawthestairsthattheDriverwastalkingabout.

Theyhelpedeachothertakinghimoutside,itwas

noteasybuttheymanaged.

Khulani:"Weneedhisclothes".

Nsika:"Noweneedtogo!".

Khulani:"Takethecarout,Iwillfollowyou".

Driver:"Areyououtofyourmind?".

Khulanirantothestairsasthecarstarteddrivingoff,

hetookagymbagandloadedMaleclotheshecould

findonthecloset.

"CanIhelpyou?".

Hisheartnearlydropped,heslowlyturnedaround.

Khulani:"Hi,Iwassenttotakethisbagherebya

guywithawhitecarIdon'tknowhisname".

"Thisismygrandfather'sroom,theguestroomsare

downstairs".

Khulani:"Oh,myapologies,Iwillpicktheseonthe

floor".



"Cool,getoutofthisroombeforemygrandfather

seesyou".

Khulanislowlynodded,theguywalkedout.Khulani

catchedhisbreathandranout,itwasbusynoone

noticedhim.Hefoundthecaroutside.

.

.

.

.

Khulani:"Let'sgo".

Driver:"Tellmeexactlywhathappened?".

Khulani:"Man-what'syourname?".

Driver:"Aubrey".

Khulani:"OkayI'mKhulani,thisismybrotherNsika.

Wewerelookingforabathroomwhenheheard

someonecryinginpain,wewentinsideandwe

foundhim...whenweheardpeopletalkingwehid

insidetheclosetandtheguyspokeaboutwanting

himdead".



Aubrey:"Wearetakinghimtojoburg".

Heonlysaidthat,thedrivewasverylong.Aubrey

parkedoutsidethehospitalandKgosigalegrabbed

Nsikawhowassittingnexttohimbyhisclothes.

Nsika:"Whatishedoing?".

Aubrey:"Sir,Iwillfetchthewheelchair,theywillhelp

youhere".

Kgosigale:"Don't-don'tlethimtakemehere".

Khulani:"Youneedhelp".

Kgosigale:"Nothere".

KhulanishoutedatAubreycallingonhim,hecame

back.

Khulani:"Hedoesn'twanttogoinside".

Aubrey:"Heissick,hedoesn'tknowwhatheis

saying".

Nsika:"Thereisareasonwhyhewasnottakento

thehospitalandthereisareasonwhyhedoesn't

wannagothere".

Aubrey:"Sowhatdowedo?Iamleavingtomorrow,



I'mgoingtoNamibia,Ican'ttakehimtomyplace".

Nsika:"Wewilltakehimtoours".

Khulani:"Youarelosingyourmindnow!Wecan't

takeadyingmanwithus".

Nsika:"Wehaveto,ifhegetsworseatnightwewill

calltheambulance".

Aubrey:"Hehasapoint,wheredoyouguysstay?".

Nsika:"Midrand".

Aubrey:"Ican'tgothere,Iwillgiveyouthiscashand

requestanuberforyou,here'smybusinesscard,

callmeifyouneedanything".

Herequestedtransportationforthemandgavethem

money,theywenttotheirplace.Afterputtinghimto

bedtheysatdownthepassage.

Khulani:"Ifeellikeweareinalotoftrouble,what

arewegoingtodowithhim?".

Nsika:"Idon'tknow".

Khulani:"Whatdoyoumeanyoudon'tknow?You

aretheonewhoinsistedonbringinghimhere,do



youknowwhatwillhappenifhedie?".

Nsika:"Idon'tknowokay,stopshoutingatme!

Maybeheishungry".

KhulaniwatchedNsikafeedKgosigale,Hesaw

bloodcomingoutfromhiseyesandtookaclothto

wipehisclotheswhileNsikafedhim.Theyfelta

needtohelphim,theydidnotknowwherethe

goodnessoftheirheartscamefrom.

KgosigalefellasleepinNsika'sroom.

Nsika:"Ihavetogotowork,willyoumanage?".

Khulani:"Iwillbefine,aslongashewon'tshiton

himself".

Nsika:"Don'tbelikethat,thatpoormanisseriously

ill".

Khulani:"IwilllookafterhimbutIwillstillmoveout,

I'mstillangryatyou".

Nsika:"Youwon'tleaveme,that'showmuchyou

loveme".

Khulani:"Asshole!".



Nsika:"Youknowthatyouloveme".

Helaughedashewalkedout,Khulanihalfsmiledto

himself,realizingthatnomatterhowmuchhecan

fightwithhisbrother,itwashardtostaymadathim

forever.

Hecookednotbecausehewantedtobutbecause

hethoughtthesickstrangemanneededfood.

Khulani:"Thereyougo".

Hefedhimandcheckeduponhimeverynowand

thantocleanbloodinhiseyes,whenNsikacame

backfromwork,theytriedtogivehimabath.

Khulani:"AlrightIcan'tdothisforever,heneedsthe

hospital".

Nsika:"Thatistrue,wecan'ttakecareofhim

forever,wewillcalltheambulancefirstthinginthe

morning".

Theywenttobed,firstthinginthemorningthey

checkedoutonhim.Helookedbetter.

Kgosigale:"Thankyou".

Theylookedateachother.



Khulani:"Whatfor?".

Kgosigale:"Foreverything".

Hetriedstandingup.

Nsika:"Whoah,becareful".

Khulani:"Letmehelpyouup".

Kgosigale:"Thankyou".

Heslowlywalkedtothesittingarea,theylookedat

eachother,surprisedathissuddenrecovery.

Khulani:"It'sgoodtoseeyoulooking-Imeanbetter".

Nsika:"I'mNsika,thisismybrotherKhulani".

Kgosigale:"Ilovethebondthatyoutwohave,thank

youforhelpingme".

Khulani:"Whydoesyourfamilywantsyoudead?".

Nsika:Khulani!".

Khulani:"What?Wehelpedhimsowedeserve

answers".

Nsika:"Don'tmindhim,Ialsodon'tknowhowIkeep

upwithhimeveryday".



Khulani:"Dudewe-".

HestoppedtalkingwhenheheardKgosigale's

laughter.

Nsika:"Isanyonehungry?".

Kgosigale:"Veryhungry".

Khulani:"Ihaveaclassatten,hurrywithyour

breakfast".

TheyhadbreakfastandleftKgosigaleathomewhen

theywenttoschool,Classeswerenotthatbad,

beingafirstyearstudentwasnotwhattheythought

itwouldbe,everythingwasgoingsmoothlyorwasit

becauseitwasstillthebeginningoftheyear?But

theydidnothaveanyproblemsyet,Khulanifound

Nsikawaitingforhiminthesecurityroomwhere

theystay.

Nsika:"Wherewereyou?I'vebeenwaitinghere

forever".

Khulani:"Whywouldyouwaitforme?".

Nsika:"Checkhere".

HetookNsika'sphone,thetrendingtopiconsocial



mediawas:

'ChiefKgosigaleMothupidisappeared'

'Didherunawayfromhisthrone'

'Isthesamehistoryofhissonsdeathrepeating

itselfwithhim?'

'TheMothupifamilyisgivingtenmillionrandreward

toanyonewhofindstheChief'.

Nsika:"AreyouthinkingwhatI'mthinking?".

Khulani:"Weneedanswers".

Theyrantothepenthouse,ChiefKgosigalewas

stretchinghismuscles,exercisinghisbody.

Khulani:"Weneedtotalknow!".

Helookedattheminshockandsatdown.



Nsika:"Whoareyou?".

Khulani:"YouareaMothupi?".

Kgosigale:"YesIam,KgosigaleMothupi".

Khulani:"DoyouknowNomalangaZondo?She

cametoworkhereinJohannesburgataveryyoung

ageandshehadtwoboys,IknowthattheMothupi

surnamemightbebigbutdoyouknowher?".

Kgosigalekeptquietandlookedattheminshock,

theysawitinhisface.

Nsika:"Youareourfather?KgosiMothupi?".

Khulani:"Talkdamnit!".

Kgosigale:"IknewNoma,shewasworkingformy

sonKgosi,mysondisappearedandaftersomany

monthsoflookingforhimwefoundhisbodyburnt".

Therewassilenceintheroom.

Khulani:"Youarethepersonwhohatedmymom,

youdidn'twantourmotherathisfuneralandhated

us!Wewerekids!Whydidyouhateussomuch!".

Kgosigale:"Thatisnotwhathappened".



Nsika:"Yourfamilyislookingforyou,Ithinkyou

haveoverstayedyourwelcomehere,youdidnot

deserveourhelp!".

Khulani:"Go!".

Kgosigale:"Letmeexplain-".

Khulani:"DoYouwanttoknowwhatmakesmemad?

Youarerich,youareGoddamnrichbutyoudidnot

trytofindus,notevenonce!Wehavesufferedall

ourlivesthinkingthatmaybeourmotherwaswrong

aboutyou,butitturnsoutshewasright,youstill

hateus".

Kgosigale:"Kgosidiedcryingaboutyou,yourfather-

Ibelievethatweburiedthewrongbody,thatwasnot

him.ItriedlookingforyoubutIcouldn't".

Nsika:"YouhavemoneyandI'msurewithlotsof

connections,ifyoucared,youwouldhavetried

lookingforus".

Kgosigale:"Icannotgobackhome,theywantme

dead".

Nsika:"Maybeweshouldhaveleftyoubackthereto



die".

Kgosigale:"Ifailedtolookforyou,Ifailed!Butyou-

youarenotlikeme,youhaveagoodheart,youtook

astrangemantoyourhomeandtookcareofhim.

Youarenotlikeme,don'tthrowmeout,givemea

chancetoexplain".

Khulani:"Yeswearenotlikeyouandwewillnever

belikeyou,leave!".

Kgosigale:"Pleasegivemeachancetoexplain

everything".

Nsika:"ThemoreIlookatyouisthemoreIget

angry".

Tearsbegantofalldown,Nsikacouldnothold

himself,hecried.

Khulani:"Doyouseewhatyouhavedone!".

Hesatonthefloorandcriedalso,itbroke

Kgosigale'shearttoseebothhisgrandsoncry.He

satonthefloorwiththemandhuggedthem,tears

rolleddown.Hecouldnotbelievethathehadfound

hisgrandchildren,Kgosi'schildren,hisworld,the



onlytrueheirsoftheMothupifamily.

Kgosigale:"IfyouknewwhatIwentthroughmaybe

youwouldunderstand".

.

.

Baruti:"Fathercannotjustdisappearmother,he

wasdying,fightingforhislife,someonetookhim".

MmeMothupi:"Butwho?".

Baruti:"Iwillfindout,don'tstresstoomuch,Iwillbe

rightback".

Theyhavebeendoingapressreleaseonthelast

coupleofdays,itwaslateatnightandKgosiknew

exactlywhotookhisfatherorwherehewas.He

wantedallthisdone,hebelievedthatMmolokitook

himandhidhimatherplace,heparkedfromafar

fromherhouseandwalkeddownwithabottlefullof

petrolandmatches.Everyonewasasleep,hepoured

petrolallaroundMmoloki'shouseandlitmatches,

thehousestartedburning.

Baruti:"Restinpeacefather....and,noonedouble



crossesmeMmeMmoloki".

.

.

.

.
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Thebondwasthere,theyfeltitintheirbloodthat

theyhadoneoftheirownnexttothem,theywere

stillangrythough.

Khulani:"Giveusonereason,justone,whywe

shouldkeepyouhere?".

Kgosigale:"Youaremykids,mygrandchildren..you

canchangefriendsbutyoucan'tchangeyourfamily".

Nsika:"Whydidyouhatemom?Wasitbecauseshe

didnotcomefromtherichfamilylikeyou?".

Kgosigale:"Ididnotknowaboutyourmotheruntil

thesecondchildwasborn,Kgosistayedherein

JohannesburgaftertakingMothupiGold,hedidnot



comehomebecausehewasbusyandIdidnot

comeherebecauseIhadlotofworkbackhome,

beingachiefisalotofwork.

Mywifeinformedmeaboutyourmotherbutshe

promisedtotakecareofthesituation-".

Khulani:"Ourmotherwasasituation?".

Kgosigale:"No,therewererumoursthatyour

motherhadaboyfriendbackinKwaZuluNatal,I

didn'tknowwhattobelievebecauseIdidn'tknow

her".

Nsika:"MymotheriscertainthatKgosiwasour

father,shewarnedusaboutyourfamily,shesaid

youhateherandus".

Kgosigale:"Iwaskeptawayfromyou,Inevermet

youandmysonpromisedtobringyourmotherand

bothofyouhome,hewantedtocleartherumours

butthesameweekwhenyourmomwenttofetch

youinKznhedisappeared,Ineverheardfromhim

again,that'swhenhewasfoundburnt.Kgosimyson,

believedthatyouarehis".

Nsika:"Whataboutyou?".



Kgosigale:"Ibelievethatyouaremyblood,

otherwiseIwouldnotbehere,youlookexactlylike

Kgosi,Ihavenodoubt".

Nsika:"whosawuswhenwewereyoung?".

Kgosigale:"Mywife".

Khulani:"Istheguywhowantedyoudeadyour

son?".

Kgosigale:"HeismystepsonbutIraisedhimasmy

own,hegrewuptogetherwithKgosi".

Khulani:"Andthatishismother?".

Kgosigale:"Sheis,mywife,yourgrandmotherdied

whenKgosiwasafewmonthsold".

Khulani:"Isee,nowhereiswhatwewant,wedon't

careaboutyourfamilydramaandwhohateusor

whodoesn't,wewantyoutodoacleansing

ceremonyforusandthanwewillgoourseparate

ways".

Nsika:"Butyoucanstillstayhereifyouwantto".

Kgosigale:"Ican'tloseyounowandifyouwanta

cleansingceremonywewillhavetogohomeanddo



itthere".

Nsika:"Nowedon'thaveto,wewillfindatraditional

healeroraSangomaanddoitthere".

Kgosigale:"YouareaMothupi,noSangomaora

traditionalhealercandoanythingforyouthat

involvesourancestors".

Khulani:"Theycantry".

Kgosigale:"Theycan't,youareroyalty,sonsofthe

rain".

Nsika:"ThatiswhatthatpastorsaidKhulani,no

Sangomacanhelpus".

Khulani:"TherehastobeotherwayNsika,Idon't

wanttoinvolvemyselfwithhimandhisfamily".

Therewassilenceintheroom,whywouldlifebeso

difficult?Whattheywantedwasaneasyanda

simplething.

Kgosigale:"Youhavetohelpme,IhavetogetBaruti

arrested-".

Nsika:"Arrested?Whichcountryareyoufrom?He

willfindhiswayout,youarenotsafe,hewantsyou



dead".

Khulani:"Iwillhelpyou".

Nsika:"Excuseyou?".

Khulani:"Iwillhelphiminthatwayhewillgiveus

whatwewantandwewillgoourseparateways".

Kgosigale:"Youaremy-".

Khulani:"Pleasedon't".

.

.

.

.

Hekeptquiet,hedidnotwanttoarguewiththem,he

hadjustfoundthem,heneededtoearntheirlove

andtrust.Theyallowedhimtostayuntilhedecides

topresschargesagainstBaruti.

Theboyscamebackfromschool..

Kgosigale:"Itlookslikemyplanhastochange".

Khulani:"Why?".



Kgosigale:"Itismyfuneraltomorrow".

Nsika:"What?".

Kgosigale:"Iwaswatchingtodaysnews,youcan

alsocheckonyourcellphones".

Theycheckedtheirphones.

Kgosigale:"It'ssurprisingbecausetheMothupi

Chiefnevergetsburiedsosoonorevenduringthe

weekandwedon'tgetthefuneralthatnormal

peopleget".

Nsika:"Youarefamous,eventheministersare

pouringtheirheartsout".

Khulani:"Yoursonreallywantsyoudeadbutyou

havetostayindoors,don'tgooutbecauseyouare

thetalkofthecountrysomeonemightnoticeyou".

Kgosigale:"Itishardtobelievethatmyownson

thatIraisedisdoingthistome".

Khulani:"Doyouknowwhatwecallit?It'scalled

Karma,thisiswhathappenswhenyouraiseother

people'skidsanddesertyourowngrandchildren".

Thatdidsinkintotheirgrandfather.



Nsika:"Momiscalling".

Khulani:"Answerit".

Nsika:"HelloMa".

Noma:"WhereisKhulani,putthephoneonspeaker".

Khulani:"I'mhere".

Noma:"Areyoubothokay?Iamworriedaboutyou".

Nsika:"Wearefine,whatiswrong?".

Noma:"juststaywhereyouareandpleasedon'ttalk

toanystrangers".

Khulani:"Momwhatisgoingon?Youcantalktous".

Nsika:"Youarescaringus,whatisgoingon?".

Noma:"DoyourememberwhenIsaidIdon'twant

younearyourfathersfamily?Iwasdoingallthatto

protectyou".

Nsika:"Whathappened?".

Noma:"Whoistheguythatyouwerestayingwith?".

Khulani:"Trust?".

Noma:"Don'tcallhim,theywenttothatflatbutthey



didnotfindyou,staywhereyouare,threemanwere

herelookingforyou".

Nsika:"Momtheydidn'thurtyou,didn'tthey?".

Noma:"Nomyson,IwaswrongtothinkthatIwill

hideyouforeverfromthatwickedfamily,pleasefind

asafeplace.ItkillsmetoknowthatIcan'tkeepyou

safe".

Khulani:"ButMomareyousafe?".

Noma:"Don'tworryaboutme,theywantyoutwoI

don'tknowhowIcankeepyousafe".

Theylookedateachother.

Nsika:"Wewillbesafe,wewillcallyouMa".

Noma:"Okay".

Theyhangedup.

Kgosigale:"Barutiknowsaboutyou,wehavetocall

mywife,sheistheonlyonewhocanstophim".

Khulani:"Yourwifeobviouslyknowsabouthisson

andIswearifanythinghappenstomymotheryou

willknowme".



Kgosigale:"Nothingwillhappentoher,Iamhere

now".

Nsikashookhishead..

Nsika:"WhywouldBarutilookforus?".

Kgosigale:"YouaretheonlyheirsoftheMothupi

wealth".

Khulani:"Nowearenot".

Kgosigale:"ThereisalotIcan'ttellyourightnow".

Khulani:"Ijustwantawayfromthisdrama,I'm

going".

Nsika:"Youcan'tleave".

Khulani:"IcanandI'mleaving".

Itwasalltoomuchforhim,atleasthegotacall

earlierfromMapule.Thedriverdrovehimtothe

mansionhouse.

Mapule:"Youlookdull".

Khulani:"Ihadalongday,longtimeIthoughtyou

don'tneedmyservicesanymore".



Mapule:"Iwasbusy".

Herphonerang.

Mapule:"Ugh!Excuseme".

Khulanishifted,hewasnotinterestedinsleeping

withher,itwasfunatfirstbutnowhehadthingsto

worryabout,hehadproblemsbuthestillneeded

money.

Mapule:"I'msorryIhavetoleavenow".

Khulani:"Wait-Ihadthingstodo,Ican'twastemy

timebyjustcominghere".

Shelookedathimamazed.

Mapule:"FineIwillpayyou,howmuchdoyou

want?".

Khulani:"Howmuchwereyougoingtopayme?".

Shecheckedforherchequebookbutitwas

nowheretobeseen,sheopenedherlaptop.

Mapule:"Yourbankingdetails?Ican'tfindmy

chequebook".

Khulanitookouthisphoneandhandedittoher,she



wasinahurry.

Mapule:"Mydriveristakingmetotheairport,callan

uberorsomething".

Khulani:"Youcan'tleavemehere".

Sheranout,Khulanitookhisphonetorequestthe

transportbuthetookhiscellphonebackandpoured

aglassofwhiskey.Hespottedastationindoorbar,

hewantedtogohavemoredrinks,hewasstressed

buthestoppedhimselfwhensomethingcaughthis

eyes,themaninthepicturewasexactlythesame

mantheyhavebeenreadingaboutonsocialmedia,

sonoftheChief.

Khulani:"Mapuleismarried?".

Helookedatthepictures,sheismarriedtoBarutiat

thediscoveryofthat,hisbodyheatedup.He

requestedthetransportveryfastandwentbackto

hisplace.

Nsika:"Thatwasfast".

Khulani:"YouarenotmymotherNsika".

Nsika:"Didyoursugarmamacancel?".



Khulani:"Whydoesmylifeinterestyousomuch,do

youwanther?".

Nsika:"Noteveninmydreams".

Kgosigale:"Doyoutwoalwaysfight?".

Khulani:"Nsikaisjustannoyingsometimes".

Nsika:"Wedon'tfight,I'mjustagainstwithsomeof

thethingsthathedoes".

Khulani:"Whatisawayforward?".

Kgosigale:"Idon'tknow,Ican'topenacase

becauseI'mdeclareddead".

Khulani:"WhoownsMothupiGold?".

Kgosigale:"Ido".

Khulani:"Sinceyouaredead,everythingwillgoto

Baruti?".

Kgosigale:"Idon'tknow,afteryourfather-Imean

Kgosi'sdeathIneverbotheredtowriteawillor

checkanythingbutbeforehisdeatheverything

belongedtohim,hewastheheir".

Nsika:"Everythingwillgotoyourwife".



Kgosigale:"Butwearemarriedonlytraditionally".

Khulani:"Maybethereisawayoftakingeverything

fromthem".

Nsika:"How?".

Khulani:"IwilltrybutI'mnotpromisinganything".

Heleftthemconfused,Khulanirequestedtransport

againbacktoMapule'splace,heknewhowtogetin.

.

.

.

.

Mapule:"Whatareyoudoinghere?".

HethoughtMapuleleft,thelaptopthathecamefor

wasinMapule'shands.Hisplanswereruined.

Mapule:"Iaskedyouaquestion!".

Hedidnotknowwhattosay,hewentclosertoher

andkissedherlips.

Mapule:"Whatareyoudoing?".



Shepushedhim.

Khulani:"I-Iwantedtotalktoyoubutyouleft".

Mapule:"Idon'thavetime,I'minahurry".

Khulani:"Justhearmeoutokay,Iknowit'swrong

andthisisnotwhatweagreedon.Mapuleyouare

beautifulandsmart,youdrivemecrazy-".

Mapule:"Whereisthisgoing?".

Khulani:"Ican'tkeepthistomyselfanymore,Iam

madlyinlovewithyou".

Mapule:"Areyououtofyourmind?Youareakid!I

amold".

Khulani:"Canyoublameme?Ageisnotaproblem,

youcannotmeasurelovebyage,Iwanttobewith

you".

Mapule:"Youare-".

Heknewwheretogether,hekissedher..shetriedto

pushedhimbuthetouchedherwheresheneededto

betouched,shemoanedandspokebetweenthe

kisses.



Mapule:"Ihavetogo".

Hedidnotlisten,Khulanipushedhertothecouch

andliftedherdressup,shegaveupandhelped

takingoffhisJeans.Hetookoutherunderwearand

foundhismouthbetweenherlegs,shealways

smelledsogood.Healwaysforgetstoaskherwhat

kindofabodylotionsheuses,hislipsplayed

betweenherlegs,hewentontopandasheinvited

himselfinsideher.Heentrustedforacoupleoftime

andcameout.

Mapule:"Iamreallyinahurry".

Khulani:"Iamsorryforcomingatyoulikethat".

Mapule:"Idon'tblameyou".

Khulani:"Areyoumarried?".

Heaskedeventhoughhesawherweddingpictures.

Mapule:"I-I'm-".

Khulani:"It'sokay".

Helookedatthelaptopbag,afterallthehardwork

hedidnotgetwhathewanted.



Mapule:"WewilltalkwhenIgetback,I'minahurry".

Khulani:"I'malsoonmywayout".

Mapule:"Notakeyourtime,theywilllockup".

Hewatchedherasshewalkedout,hecursedalone,

thelaptopwasgone.Hegotdressedandtooka

drink,hepickedupanenvelopeonthefloorandput

itonthedressingtable.

Somethingtoldhimtoopenit,hecouldn'tbelievehis

eyes..herequestedtransportandrushedhome.

Whenhegothometheexcitementwasgone

Hewasnothimself,hewentstraighttobed.

Itwasalongdayforhim,hewokeupverylate

becauseofhunger.NsikaandKgosigalewerestill

awaketalking.

Kgosigale:"Areyoualright?".

Khulani:"I-".

Hestoppedhimself,healmosttoldthemabout

Mapulebuthestoppedhimself,hefeltsickinside

forconfessingunexistinglovetoMapule.The

momenthesawherweddingpictureswaswhenhe



startedtohateeverythingaboutherbuthehadtolie

becausehewascaughtinherhouse.Hewantedthe

laptop.

Khulani:"I'mfine-ohIalmostforgot".

Hewenttohisbedroomandcamebackwiththe

envelope.

Khulani:"Readthis".

Theyopenedit.

Kgosigale:"Wheredidyougetthis?".

Khulani:"Isoldmysoultothedeviltogetthat".

Nsika:"Isyoursugarmama-?.

Khulani:"No!".

Kgosigale:"Whatisgoingon?".

Khulani:"HowamIgoingtosaythis?-okay-your

daughterinlawispayingmetosleepwithher,that's

howIgotthesepapers".

Nsika:"What?".

Kgosigale:"YouaresleepingwithMapule?".



Khulani:"Ididn'tknow,Ionlyjustfoundouttoday

andpleasedon'tmakemefeelworsethanI'm

feelingrightnow.Ihatemyself".

Kgosigale:"Ialwaysknewtherewassomethingup

withthatgirl,hersonisexactlyyourage!Thisis

exactlyassleepingwithyourmother,whatwereyou

thinkingKhulani?".

Khulani:"Ineededmoneyokay,shegavememoney

Ihavenevertouchedwithmyownhands,besidesi

justenjoyedbeingpayedforhavingsex".

Nsika:"WellI'msureyouarehappytomeetyour

grandson".

Kgosigale:"Youdidallthatformoney?Nothingin

thisworldcomeswrappedinasilverplate,youhave

toworkhardforeverything..youcan'tsleeparound

becauseyouwantmoney".

Khulani:"ButatleastIgotyouthis".

Kgosigale:"Youarejuststubbornfornothing,you

can'ttreatyourselflikeamanwhohasnomanners!I

amverydisappointedinyou".



Hekeptquiet.

Nsika:"Butthanksdudeforthesepapers,youhave

notseenthesebefore?".Heaskedhisgrandfather

Kgosigale:"AfterKgosi'sdeathIdidnotwantto

changeanything,IhavenotfoundclosurebutI'm

gladthatBarutiwillnotgetanything".

Khulani:"ButMphosaideverythingwassignedto

Baruti?".

Kgosigale:"Don'tbelieveeverythingyouhear,I'm

sureMapulewasgoingtodofraudwiththese

papers..IamhappythatKgosisignedeverythingto

youtwothatiswhyBarutiislookingforyou".

Khulanifoundthepapersthatstatedthatallthe

propertiesandthecompanywassignedoverto

Kgosi'schildren,KhulaniandNsikayomuziZondo.

Nsika:"Soourfathercaredaboutus".

Kgosigale:"IamproudofKgosifordoingthis,Iam

sorryfornotlookingforyoubutthismakesme

happy".

Khulani:"SoBarutiisbroke?Hehastoknowthatwe



havethesepapers".

Kgosigale:"Notnow,Iranthiscompanyforyears

andIhandeditovertoKgosiwhenheturnedtwenty

one.Iwasveryproud,hemadeitwhatitistoday,I

can'tbeaCEOagain,Ihavetotrainyoutwofirstand

thanwewillhitBarutiwithasurprise".

Khulani:"Train?Comeonyouwillbeherewithus,

youwillshowushowtorunit".

Kgosigale:"Khulaniyoulikeeasythings,Iamstill

aliveandstillholdthemajoritysharesinthat

company,Ican'tgiveittoyou.Iwantyoubothto

showmehowharddoyouwanttorunthis

company".

Khulani:"Wedon'twantthiscompany,wejust

wantedthecleansingonly".

Kgosigale:"SoyouaregoingtogiveBarutiyour

wealth?".

Nsika:"Ifweleavehimhestillwantsusdead".

Kgosigale:"Nsikawillrunthiscompanyandtakemy

positionastheChief".



Khulani:"I'mtheolderson,weshouldget50/50at

least".

Kgosigale:"BeingaChiefandthiscompanymeans

alottome,Ican'tjustgiveittosomeonewhothinks

itiseasytogetthingsinlife".

Khulani:"Whatdoesthatmean?".

Kgosigale:"Itmeansyouhavetostopsleepingyour

wayoutofthings,thisisyourtest,proveittome

thatyouareahardworker,Iwanttoseeyouworking

hardtobethemanyourmotherwouldbeproudof,if

youcan't,Nsikawilltakeallthatisyours".
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Kgosigale:"Itmeansyouhavetostopsleepingyour

wayoutofthings,thisisyourtest,proveittome

thatyouareahardworker,Iwanttoseeyouworking

hardtobethemanyourmotherwouldbeproudof,if

youcan't,Nsikawilltakeallthatisyours".

Khulanikeptquiet,washethatbad?Hedidnotsee



anythingwrongwithwhathewasdoingbutpeople

aroundhimmadeitlookbad,hethoughtaboutwhat

hehaddone,togetthepapersheliedtoMapuleby

confessinghisloveforher.Hewasdoomed.

Khulani:"FineWhatever".

Kgosigale:"Whatisthat?".

Khulani:"Imean,noproblem".

Kgosigale:"Youhavetofirstchangeyourattitude".

Hekeptquiet,hedecidedthatitwasbesttobury

himselfwithbooks,everythinghedidwasnotwhat

everyonewanted.

Thefollowingday,hehadfewclassesafterhis

classeshewentathisbrother'sworkplace.

Nsika:"YouknowTrusthasn'tbeenhereandhis

phoneisoff,Iamworriedafterwhatmomtoldus".

Khulani:"I'msureheisfine".

Nsika:"Doyouneedabeer?It'sinhouse".

Khulani:"Waterwillbefine".

Nsika:"Water?Areyoualright?".



Khulani:"YahIam,NsikadoyouthinkI'mabad

person?".

Nsika:"Youarenotabadperson,sometimesyou

justmakebaddecisions".

Khulani:"Howareyoufeelingaboutallthis?Imean

thesituationthatweareinnow".

Nsika:"Idon'tknowhowIfeelbutwhatIknowis,if

wedecidetoletthisgoandcontinuewithourlives,

Barutiwillstillbeafterus".

Khulani:"Ihavedonebadthingformoneybutnowit

ishereinfrontme,Idon'tthinkI'mreadyforit".

Nsika:"Sowhatdoyouwantustodo?".

Khulani:"Eversincewestartedlookingforthis

familyIthinkbadthingsarefollowingus,Momwas

right,Ishouldhavelistenedtoher".

Nsika:"Ifeelguilty,Ialmosthatedherforkeeping

themawayfromus".

Khulani:"Iwanttogohomethisweekend,Iowe

momabigapology".

Nsika:"Itwon'tbesafeforyoutogo,wehaveto



staylowfornow".

Khulani:"Thesepeoplebelievethatweareherein

Johannesburg".

Nsika:"I'mworkingthisweekend,sinceTrustisnot

hereIcan'ttakedaysoff".

Khulani:"It'scool".

Nsikawasabitworriedabouthisbrother,hewas

actingstrangebuthebelievedthatitwasagood

thing.Kgosigalewasreadytomentorhisboys.

Kgosigale:"Whatmakesagoodbusinessmanand

aChiefisattitudeanddiscipline-".

Khulani:"Canweskipthat,teachushowtoread

contracts,howtohandlemeetings".

Kgosigale:"AttitudeKhulani!Attitude-".

Thiswasreallyboringbuttheyhadtolisten,hewas

averygoodpersonbuttheboysstilldidnotfully

trusthim,howcouldtheytrustsomeonetheybarely

knew?

Nsika:"Canwetakeabreak?".



Kgosigale:"Noproblem".

Khulani:"Areyouokaybro?".

Nsika:"Ihaveaheadache".

Kgosigale:"Youworktoomuchplusschool,gorest".

Khulani:"I'mgoingtovisitmymotherthisweekend".

Kgosigale:"Noproblem".

Khulani:"ButIwillnottellheryetaboutyouandyour

familybecauseshewillnotlikeit".

Kgosigale:"TakeyourtimeandIwillnotblameherif

shedoesnotacceptus".

Nsikawasnothimself,hetriedtoattendclassesbut

itwasdifficulttowork.OnFridaynighthegotworse

thanbefore.

Khulani:"Dudetrytoeat".

Kgosigale:"Don'tforcehim".

Khulani:"Hehastoeat,heisworsewehavetotake

himtothehospital".

Nsika:"No-".



Khulani:"Wheredoesithurt?".

Nsika:"Idon'tknow".

Kgosigale:"Trytodrinkthisporridge,ifitgetsworse

wewilltakehimtothehospitalatnight".

HetriedtoeatandKhulanihadtocancelhistrip...

Khulani:"Heishavingaseizure,callthe

ambulance!".

Whitefoamwascomingoutfromhismouth,hewas

dyinginfrontoftheireyes.

Khulani:"Nsikapleasedon'tdothistome,getup

man!Getup!".

Kgosigale:"Theyareontheirwayway".

Khulanisatonthefloorcryinghislungsout,

Kgosigaledidnotknowwhattodo,hewasshuttered.

Thesecurityguardscameupwiththeparamedics,

Kgosigalehidintheotherbedroom,Khulanibelieved

thathisbrotherwasnotbreathinganymore.

Paramedic:"Heisstillbreathing,takehimout".

Khulaniopenedhiseyesandrantohisbedroom.



Khulani:"Iwillgowithhim,stayherewedon'twant

peopletoseeyou".

ItkilledKgosigalethathecouldnotgowithhisboys,

Khulaniwaitedatthehospitalwaitingarea,he

wantedtocallhismotherbuthestopped,stressing

herwasthelastthingonhismind.Twohourslater,

theycalledhiminside.

Khulani:"Whatiswrongwithhim?".

Doctor:"Wedidallthetestsbutthereisnothing

wrongwithhim,wecan'tfindanything,heishealthy".

Khulani:"Mybothernearlydiedinfrontofmeand

youaretellingmethatnothingiswrongwithhim?

You-".

Doctor:"Shhhgetinside,hekeepscallinghismom,

maybeyourbrotherisstressedabouthismother

thatiswhyheisbehavinglikethis.Isuggestthat

youtakeyourbrotherhome,wehavetoopenthe

bedfortheseriouslysickpeople".

Khulani:"Mybrotherissick,lookathim!Iwillreport

you!Yougovernmentpeopleareuseless,Iswearif

anythinghappenstohimIwillsueyou".



Nsikakeptoncallinghismother,Khulanicalled

transportforthem.

Kgosigale:"Whyareyouback?".

Khulani:"Thesestupiddoctorssaidthereisnothing

wrongwithhim,lookathim!".

Kgosigale:"Whyishecallingyourmothersname?".

Khulani:"HowdoyouthinkIknow?Idon'tknow!I'm

takinghimtotheprivatedoctorinthemorning".

Theywerestressed,Nsikahadonemoreseizerand

keptquiet.Khulaniwentcrazy,heshookhim.

Khulani:"Dudewakeup!WakeupNsika".

Kgosigale:"Son,don'tdothistous".

Kgosigalecamewithajagfullofwaterandthrewit

athim.

Nsika:"Whatthefuckareyoudoing?".

Khulani:"Nsika?Areyoualright?".

Nsika:"Ineedfood,whathappened?".

Kgosigale:"Youdon'tknowwhathappened?Whose



cellphoneisringing?".

Nsika:"It'smine".

Khulani:"Whoiscallingatthistime?".

HetookNsika'sphone.

Khulani:"Hello".

Thephonefellonhishand,helookedathisbrother.

Nsika:"Whowasit?".

Khulani:"It'smom,they-Grandmasaysmom

hangedherself".

Nsika:"Shewhat?".

Kgosigale:"Nsikafeltyourmothersdeath".

Khulani:"Motherwillneverkillherself".

Nsika:"It'salie,Motherwillneverdothat".

Kgosigale:"Itisbestifyouleavefirstthinginthe

morning".

Khulani:"Theyhatemymom,myauntand

grandmotherhatemymom,I'msuretheymadethis

allup".



Theyalldidnotnotsleep,Nsikayomuzistillfelttired

buthewasbetter.Khulanipackedboththeirclothes

fortheweekend.Inthemorningtheypreparedtogo

home.

Khulani:"Canyouwalk?".

Nsika:"Iwilltry,I'mstilltired,mybodyisfailingme".

Kgosigale:"IthinkIshouldcomewithyou".

Khulani:"Knowingthatyousupportusmeansalot,

youwillbeintroubleifyoucomewithus".

Kgosigale:"Itkillsme,Ishouldbehelpingyou".

Hegavethemaverywarmhug,thebusridetohome

waslong,Nsikawasstillnothimselfandhestilldid

notrememberwhathappenedtohimtheprevious

night,laterintheafternoontheyarrivedhome,there

wasnoone,theywenttotheirgrandmother'shouse

findingtheneighborsandeveryonemourning.

.

.

.



.

Khulani:"Whathappenedtomom?".

Grandma:"Hlelofoundherhangingintheroof".

Khulani:"Mymotherwillneverdothat,wheredid

youtakeher?".

Grandma:"Wearemourning,havesomerespect

Khulani".

Khulani:"Thisismymotheryouaretalkingabout".

Nsika:"Whereisshe?".

Grandma:"Sheisatthemortuary".

Theydemandedtobeshowntheirmother,when

theyarrivedwhereshewas,theyshowedthemher

faceonthecamera,theysaidtheyweretooyoungto

seethedeadbody.Theywentbacktotheirmothers

housetoclean.

Khulani:"Motherwillneverkillherself,someonehas

ahandinthis".

Nsika:"Whatarewegoingtodowithouther?

Khulaniwearenothingwithoutmom,sheistheonly



personweknow".

Khulani:"Thefirstthingweneedtodoistobury

momtomorrow,Ihavemoney".

Nsika:"ButGrandmother-".

Khulani:"Theydon'tcareaboutus,theyhatedus

andmom!Wewillburyourownmother".

Nsika:"I'mnotfeelingwell".

Khulani:"Sleep,getenoughrest".

Nsika:"Don'tfightauntandgrandmother,doitfor

mom".

HelookedatNsika.

Khulani:"Rest,wehadalongday".

Hebelievedthathismotherwouldneverkillherself,

thethoughtofhermadehimcryinpain.

Khulani:"Ithurts,ithurtssobad,momwhy?Whydid

youleaveus?".

Nsika:"I-needwater".

Khulani:"Areyoualright?".



Hegavehimwater,Nsika'ssicknessstartedagain,it

stressedKhulanievenmore.

Khulani:"Bro.Drinkthesepillsandrest".

Heforcedhimtodrinkpills,helefthisbrotherand

wentathisgrandmother'shouse.

Grandma:"YourmotherandIhaddifferencesbut

shewasmydaughter,Ilovedher".

Khulani:"Idon'tcare".

Grandma:"Hersocietypaid,Idon'twanttorushbut

IthinkitisbettertoburyheronMonday,forherto

restwell".

Khulanididnotsayanything,hetriedtobestrong

buthefailed.Hecried.

Grandma:"Khulani-".

Khulani:"Don'ttouchme!".

Itwaslateatnight,hewasnotreadyforthefuneral,

hestilldidnotbelieveeverythingevenafterseeing

thatitisreallytrue.HewenttoNsikawhowas

gettingworse.



Khulani:"Youaresweating-".

Heweaklysmiled,hislipsweredry.

Khulani:"Yourgrandmothersaysthefuneralison

Monday,youneedtogetbetter,Idon'twantthemto

seeyoulikethis".

Nsika:"Iwillbefine".

Khulani:"Ithurtstoseeyoulikethis,ifIknewhow

topray,Iwouldprayrightnow".

Nsika:"Mom-".

Khulani:"Don'tstresstoomuch,Iknowithurtsbut

focusongettingbetter".

Nsika:"Ihearmomcry,sheiscrying".

Khulani:"What?".

Nsika:"Sheiscrying-".

Khulaniwaslost,hedidnotknowwhattodowithhis

brother.

Khulani:"DrinkwaterNsikaandsleep,Imeandon't

closeyoureyesthough,youarescaringme".



Nsika:"I-".

Khulani:"Shutup!Shutupokayandfocusongetting

betteryouarestressingme".

HelookedatNsikaoncemore.

Khulani:"Idon'tknowwhattodoanymore,youare

stressingme,I'msorryforshouting".

Theywerenotreadyforthefuneral,Khulanihadto

lietohisfamilyaboutNsika'shealth,hetoldthemhe

hadastomachbug.Hewantedtheirproblemstobe

theirsnotanybodyelse's.Thefuneralwasasuccess,

theyleftthesamedaywiththeafternoonbus.

Kgosigale:"Helooksworse".

Khulani:"Ijustlostmomandnowmybrotheris

sick".

Kgosigale:"Howwasthefuneral?".

Khulani:"Icouldn'tbelieveitatfirstbutwhenwe

sawherfaceinthatmortuaryscreencameraitwas

hardandnowmybrotherissick".

Kgosigale:"Ican'tbringyourmotherbackortake

herplacebutI'mhereforyou".



Khulani:"Thankyou".

Kgosigale:"Iwilllookafteryourbrother,gotosleep".

Khulani:"No,Iwillsleepherewithhim".

Kgosigale:"Ithinkyouneed-".

Khulani:"Ineedtosleepherewithmybrother,that

isallIneed,Idon'tmeantoberudebutIneedsome

space".

Kgosigale:"Youaremykids,Iwillsleepherewith

you".

Khulanididnotarguewithhim,hewasemotionally

hurt.Theyfellasleep,Khulaniwaswokenupbyhis

grandfather.

Kgosigale:"WhereisNsika?Heisnotinthe

bathroom".

Khulani:"Maybehewentoutbutatthistime?".

Theysearchedthehouseandtheentirecomplex,the

securityguardsdidnotseehim.Khulanidemanded

toseethesecurityfootagebuttherewasnosignof

Nsika.



Kgosigale:"Weneedtoreporttothepolice".

Khulani:"No,IknowexactlywhatIneedtodo".

Kgosigale:"Youc-".

Khulani:"Youneedtoleave".

Kgosigale:"Iknowthatyouareangrybutweare

family".

Khulani:"Takeyourpapersandleave,wedon'tneed

yourmoney,yourcompanyoranythingfromyou!

Motherwasrightaboutyou,leave!..andtellyourson

tostayawayfromus".

Kgosigale:"IwillleavewhenwehavefoundNsika,I

knowthatyouareangrybutthisisnotatimeto

fight".

Khulani:"Nsikaismybrother,heisnothingtoyou!

Leave!".

Kgosigale:"IwillnotrestuntilIfindhimandiam

notgoinganywhereuntilmygrandsonisbackhome".

HetookNsika'scellphoneandwenttothebedroom.

Kgosigale:"IfBarutiistheonewhotookyour



brotherhewasnotgoingtoleaveusalive".

Khulani:"ThanwheredidNsikagoatthistime?".

Kgosigale:"Idon'tknow,let'swaitforhim,maybehe

willcomeback".

Khulani:"Iamsorryforshoutingatyou".

Kgosigale:"Thingsarenotgoingwell,somethingis

wrong,theancestorsareangry".

Khulani:"Whatarewegoingtodo?".

Kgosigale:"Idon'tknow".

.

.

-Mothupifamily

ItwasaweekafterlayingtheChieftorest,

preparationsforthenewChief's(King)coronation

wereongoing.Itisgoingtobethebiggesteventof

theyear.

MmeMothupi:"Barutiwehavetomakethisa



success,yourfathershouldbeproud".

Baruti:"Everythingwillbeasuccess,don'tworry

Mme".

Mapule:"Everythingisgoingaccordingly,don't

worrymom,fatherwouldhavebeenproudifhewas

here".

Baruti:"Mapulelet'stalkforamoment".

Shesmiledandfollowedhim.

Baruti:"DidyousendeverythingtoGareth?".

Mapule:"YesbutifIwereyouIwouldn'tworrytoo

much,theseboysarekidsandtheyarestupidZulu

boyswhodon'tknowanythingorevenyou".

Baruti:"Thatistruebutwehavetobesafe".

Mapule:"Don'tworry,yourfatherandKgosiare

gonethereisnothingtheycandoevenifthey

wantedto".

Baruti:"Imissedyou,Ihavebeenbusyalot".

Mapule:"YoualwaysforgetaboutmebutIstilllove



youthough".

Baruti:"Areyouproudofme?".

Mapule:"Veryproud".

.

.

.

.

Khulani:"Nsikahasnofriendshere,yourpoliceare

notdoinganything".

Kgosigale:"Idon'tcareifsomeoneseesme,weare

goinghome,Barutiwilltelluswheremygrandsonis".

Khulanikeptquiet,helastatethedayNsika

disappeared,hecouldnoteatatall.

Khulani:"Thereissomeone,Mpho,heistheone

whotookustoyourvillagemaybehecanhelpus".

Kgosigale:"Mpho?HewasKgosi'sfriend,heismy

unclesson".



Khulani:"HesaidhewasKgosi'scousin,Idid

somethingwrongtohimbutI'msurehewillhelpus".

Kgosigale:"Doyouhaveenoughmoney?".

Khulani:"Ihavemorethanenough,wecanhireacar,

youcan'ttakepublictransport".

Theyhiredamaxitaxiwhichdrovetheminthe

middleofthenightbacktotheKgosigalevillage.

SevenhourslatertheywereoutsideMpho'shouse,it

wasearlyinthemorning,veryearly.Theyknocked

butnooneanswered,therewasnoonehome.

Kgosigale:"Let'sgohome,Idon'tcareifanyone

seesme".

Khulaniagreed,theywalked,itwasstilldarkout,

theysawalargegroupofpeoplegoingdownthe

roadtotheforest.

Khulani:"Whoarethesepeople?".

Kgosigale:"Somethingisgoingonhere,I'msure

theyaregoingtotheriver,thisistheonlywaythat

takesyoutotheriver".

Khulani:"Whywouldtheygototheriveratthis



time?".

Kgosigale:"Ithinkthereisaceremonythatisgoing

on,maybetheyarecrowningBaruti,let'sfollowthem,

comethisway".

Theyfollowedthewaytotheriver.

.

.

-MothupiFamily

MmeMothupi:"Coveryourselfwiththisblanket,

don'twearanythingunderneathit.

Baruti:"It'scoldoutside".

MmeMothupi:"Youhavetogototheriver,it's

tradition".

Baruti:"WhatifIdon'tcomeback".

MmeMothupi:"Youaretheonlyheir,youwillcome

back".

Theygatheredagroupofvillagemenandwomento



gowitnessthecleansingoftheirnewChiefwho

preferredtobecalledKing.Theyallwentdownthe

riverbeforethesuncameout,MmeMothupididnot

takeanySangomawiththem,shewantedtocleanse

hersonthewayshewantedto.

KhulaniandKgosigalestoodbehindthegroupof

peopleonthesideoftheriver,Kgosigaleworea

hoodietocoverhimself,itwasalsostilldark.

Baruti:"Momthiswaterismoving".

MmeMothupi:"YouseeItoldyouthatthe

ancestorswillacceptyou".

Baruti:"Nolook".

Waterwasmovingasifsomethingwascomingout,

theriverwashuge,thewaterwasboilingand

everyonemovedinfearbuttheystillwannaseewhat

washappening.Anakedpersoncameout,witha

hugesnakewrappedaroundhisbody,itwasNsika,a

nakedNsikawithahugesnake.

Baruti:"Whoareyou?Callthepolice!Onlymyfamily

isallowedtocomehere".



Kgosigale:"Pula!Thechosenone,heisthechosen

one,thishasneverhappenedsincethefirstperson

whowascrownedKinginthisvillagemygreat

grandfather-".

Hesaidcomingoutinthecrowntakingoffhis

hoodie.

MmeMothupi:"Mo-Mothupi".

Everyonewasshocked,theyburiedhim,they

thoughthewasdead.

Kgosigale:"Myancestorsareprotectingme,Iwill

notdieanytimesoon,everyone!Thisisthechosen

one,Kgosi'sson,theonewhowillgiveusrain,the

onewhowillstopthestormsandfloodingofthe

greatseas,BowbeforeyourKing".

Baruti:"Iamtheking,thisisatrick-".

Kgosigale:"Mypeoplegotelleveryoneinthisvillage

thatMmusiyaMothupiisreborn,weneedto

celebrate".

Khulanistillcouldnotbelieve,worseofallhewas

scaredofsnakes,hehadneverbeenthisclosetoa



hugesnake.

Khulani:"Dude!Youdisappearedtogostaywitha

snakeinsidethishugeriver?Likeseriously?".

Heaskedthatwithasmalllaugh,hewasmocking

hisbrother.Barutiandhismotherwerefumingin

anger.
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TheywalkedtotheMothupihousehold,thevillagers

werehappyseeingKgosigaleMothupi,hewasa

greatleaderandeverythingtothem,hewasselfless.

Manypeoplestartedbelievingthathewasinthe

rivertogetherwithhisgrandson.Peoplecelebrated.

MothupiledthewayinwelcomingNsikain,Nsika

walkedstraighttothekraalandkneeledatthegate.

Kgosigale:"Hurrywithablanketoratowel!".



Everyonewantedtoseewhatwasgoingtohappen,

Nsikawentinsidethekraal,thesnakeslowlywent

downfromhisbody,allthecowsranexceptforone,

thewhitecow.

Thesnakedisappearedinfrontoftheireyesandthe

cowraninfullspeedtotheriver.Peoplerejoicedand

sangsongs.Acowwasslaughtered.

Kgosigale:"Comethisway".

Hetookhimtotheancestralroom.

Kgosigale:"Ithoughtsomethingbadhappenedto

you,howdidyougethere?".

Nsika:"Idon'tknowhowIgothere".

Kgosigale:"Iamhappythatyouarefineandthatthe

ancestorschoseyou".

Nsika:"Thankyou".

Kgosigale:"Wehavealottotalkabout,Iwilltake

youinside".

Hewasproudofhisgrandson,hegavehima

bedroomandshowedhimthebathroom.Nsikadid

nothaveclothesbuthewasborrowedafew.



Everyonestartedarriving,themedia,business

partners,beforeeverythingKgosigalehadtomake

everythingclear,hetoldthemediathathewasbusy

preparingtheancestorswork.Hedidnotsayalotof

things,everyoneexpectedBarutitobecrownChief

butthosewhoknewKgosiwerehappytomeethis

sons.

.

.

.

.

Kgosigale:"Khulaniareyoualright?".

Khulani:"I'mhungry,I'mtiredofsmilingtoallthese

peopleIneedfood".

Kgosigale:"Youneedtomeetandknowpeople,you

areaMothupi".

Khulani:"Butwedidn'tsleeporeat,I'mhungry".

Kgosigale:"Comehere,youhavetomeetMr

Moroka,heismychildhoodfriend".



Khulaniwastired,sleepyandhungrybuthedidwhat

hisgrandfathertoldhimtodo.

MrMokoka:"Chief,howareyoumyman".

Kgosigale:"Longtime,meetmygrandsonKgosi's

son".

MrMoroka:"HelooksexactlylikehisfatherI'msure

girlsarealreadyafterhim".

Kgosigale:"Hedoesn'thavetimeforgirls,thereis

schoolplusthereisalothehastolearnabout

business".

MrMoroka:"Youareteachinghimwellbutweneed

todiscussbusiness".

Kgosigale:"Anytime".

MrMoroka:"Sonpleaseexcuseus".

ThatwasarelieftoKhulani,hewenttohisbrother

whowassittingcomfortablyeating.

Khulani:"I'msohungry".

Hetookaplateanddishedup.

Khulani:"Areyouokay?".



Nsika:"Iamgood,passmethatglass".

Khulani:"Dowehavetobeintroducedtoallthese

people?I'mtired".

Nsika:"Yourgrandfatherlookshappy,hedeserves

tobehappyjustdowhateverhewantsyoutodo".

Khulani:"Iknowthatthiswasnotwhatwewanted

butIthinkyouwillmakeagreatChief,I'mgladthat

theancestorschoseyou".

Nsika:"Soyouarenotmad?".

Khulani:"I'mmad,verymadthatyoudisappeared

withoutsayingaword".

Theybothlaughed.

Nsika:"Youmaydoallthesecrazystuffbutyou

neverchangewhoyouare,youareaveryselfless

person".

Khulani:"Atleastforonceyouarecomplimenting

menotannoyingme".

Nsika:"Youarethemostannoyingone,Ithink

Kgosigaleisnotabadpersonafterall".



Khulani:"DoyouknowwhatIthink?".

Nsika:"What?".

Khulani:"Ithinkweneedalongbathandthanwe

willcelebrateournewchief".

Nsikalaughed,theystoodupandheadedtothebig

house.

Nsika:"WellIwasgivenabedroombutI'mnotsure

whichwayIshouldgo".

Khulani:"Thishouseisconfusing".

Nsika:"Ithinkthereisonethingyoushoulddo".

Khulani:"Whatisit?".

Nsika:"Mphoandhismotherarewaitingforyour

apology".

Hesaidleavinghiminthefoyer,Khulanilooked

aroundMphowasnowheretobeseen,hewentout

inthecrowd.Hespottedhismothertalkingwiththe

villageoldwoman,hewasscaredandashamedto

faceherbuthehadto.

Khulani:"HelloMa".



Mpho'smomlifteduphereyebrows.

Khulani:"CanwetalkImeanIhave-".

Mpho'smom:"Idon'tunderstandwhatyouare

saying,speakSetswana".

Hedidnotknowthatlanguageortoevengreetin

Setwana.

Khulani:"IamsorryforhowIbehavedtheotherday,

pleaseforgiveme".

Sheignoredhimandcontinuedtalkingwiththe

womanshewastalkingwith.Hewentdownonhis

knees,Khulanimaybealotofthingsbuthehada

goodheart,hewasselflessandhadalotofrespect

forelders.

Khulani:"Idon'thavemoneynowinmypocketsto

payyoubutIhopethatonedayyouwillforgive,Iam

sorry".

Hestoodupandwalkedaway,itwasclearthat

Mpho'smotherdidnotforgivehim,ithurthimdeeply.

Hewentinsidethehouse,hedidnotknowwhich

roomtogoto.



Kgosigale:"Whatareyoudoinghere?".

Khulani:"IneedtofreshenupbutIdon'tknowwhich

doortogoto".

Kgosigale:"IsentMphotobuyyouandyourbrother

clothes,followme".

Hefollowed.

Kgosigale:"Lookcarefully,afterthesestepsyou

turnleft,thisisyourbrothersroomandthisisyours".

Khulani:"Cool".

Kgosigale:"Language".

Helookedathimconfused.

Khulani:"Cool,ImeanCoolmeansCool".

Kgosigale:"Getinsidebeforeyouupsetme".

Hedidnotknowthe"respective"versionofcool,

coolwascooltohimandhedidnotseeanything

wrongwithit.Hewentinsidethebedroom,itwas

thesamesizeastheirhousebackinKznoreven

bigger,ithadabathroominsideandeverything.He

tookalongshowerandstayedwithatowelwrapped



aroundhisbodywaitingfortheclothes.Acoupleof

minutestherewasaknockathisdoor,itwasMpho.

Mpho:"UnclesaidIshouldgiveyouthese".

Khulani:"Cool,Imeanthankyou".

Mpho:"Sure".

Khulani:"Hey,Ioweyouanapologyman,I'msorry

forwhatIdidtheotherday,itriedapologizingto

yourmombutshedidnotunderstandwhatiwas

saying..I'mnotsayingapologizetoheronmybehalf

Iwillprobablyfindanotherwaytoapologize,Iam

reallysorry".

Mpho:"Noproblem,I'msureyouwereunder

pressurefordoingthat,Iknowwhatkindofaperson

youare,youtookastrangerandgavehimfoodand

clothes,youareagoodperson..wecool".

Khulani:"Forreal?Thankyou".

Mpho:"Hurry,Uncleiswaitingoutsideandyouhave

tomeetyournewguards".

Khulani:"Newguards?".

Mpho:"Yeah,Uncleorganizedthemforyouandyour



brother".

Henoddedandtooktheclothes.

Khulani:"Fuck!Whowouldwearthese?Arethese

evenclothes?".

Itwasnothisstyleofclothes,itwasjustclothesbut

hehadnochoicebuttowearthem.

.

.

.

.

Nsika:"Whothehellboughttheseclothes?".

Khulani:"Whoelse?It'sMpho,Ican'tbelievethis

guy".

Nsika:"Ineedmyclothesnotthis".

Mapule:"Hello".

Khulanifeltsickinside.

Nsika:"Hi".

Mapule:"Ihonestlydidnotknowthatwearerelated,



whydidn'tyoutellme?".

Khulani:"Wearerelated?".

Heactedconfused.

Khulani:"Iwasabouttoask,whatareyoudoing

here?".

Mapule:"Thisismyhome,I'mmarriedtoyouruncle".

Khulani:"Younevertoldmethatyouaremarried".

Mapule:"Idon'tdiscussmypersonallifewith

people".

Khulanididnotknowwhattosay,hekeptquiet.

Mapule:"Iwillseeyouaround".

Sheleft,leavingKhulanisweating.

Nsika:"ThatisyourSugarmama?".

Khulani:"Idon'twanttotalkaboutit".

Mpho:"Ohyoudone,comethisside,Unclesaysyou

stillgetlostinthishousebutIdon'tblameyouthis

houseishuge".

Nsika:"It'senormous".



Mpho:"Thesittingroomisthatside,theyare

waitingforyou".

Theywenttothesittingroom,theycameinand

followedeachothertothetwoemptychairs.

Kgosigale:"Everyonethesearemygrandsons,

Kgosi'ssons".

MmeMothupi:"Howdoyouknowthattheyare

Kgosi'skids?Youaretake-".

Kgosigale:"Nooneneedstotellmeaboutmyown

blood,IknowoneofmyownwhenIseeone,the

ancestorsalreadywelcomedthem.Areyouthat

blind?".

MmeMothupi:"Theywereraiseddifferent,notlikea

Mothupi".

Baruti:"Father,youmadeusbelievethatyouwere

dead".

Kgosigale:"Ifitwasn'tforthemIwouldbedead,I

havemademydecision,Iwantyou,yourmother,

yoursonandyourwifeoutofthishouse".

MmeMothupi:"Iamyourwife!Youcan'tdothat".



Kgosigale:"Pleaseleave".

Kgosigaletoldtheguyshehiredastheguardsto

throwthenout.Nsikaspoke.

Nsika:"Thereisnoneedtothrowthemout,the

ancestorswillnotforgiveyou.Youcanstayforas

longasyouwantthisisyourhomeafterall".

Kgosigale:"Nsikawhatdoyouthinkyouaredoing".

Nsika:"NoonequestionstheChiefgrandfather,I

needthreebucketsofwater,tapwater".

Kgosigale:"Mphogetthebucketsofwater".

Nsika:"Pleasefollowme".

HetoldBarutihismotherandMapule,theywent

outsideinfrontofpeople.Hethrewwateronthem.

Baruti:"Areyououtofyourmind?Iwillkillyou".

MmeMothupi:"Howcanyouallowthischildto

disrespectuslikethis?".

Nsika:"Youcannowliveinthishouse,youare

cleansed".

Heleftthemthere,hedidnotcarewhowas



watchingandwhowasnot.Hewentinsidethe

house.Thecelebrationcontinued...Kgosigale

wantedtotalktohisgrandsonsalonebeforethe

ceremonyends.

Kgosigale:"Theancestorshavemadethiseasyfor

me,Khulaniyouwilltakeoverthecompanybutyou

needlotsoftrainingandmentoring".

Khulani:"Ohim-thankyou".

Kgosigale:"Youwillhavefullcontroloftheshares

andthecompanybutIwillbewithyouineverything

thatyoudo".

Khulani:"Youarehandingyoursharestome?Idon't

thinkitisagoodidea,ifyouwanttogivemethe

companyatleastgiveusfiftyfiftysharesofthe

company".

Kgosigale:"YourbrotherisaChief,hewillmakelots

ofmoneyoutofit,therearemanysmallbusinesses

thatneedshisattention".

Khulani:"Butthisisthebigbusinessofthemall,



besidesKgosigavebothofusshares,youjustneed

tosignthepapersonly,ifNsikaisnotgettingwhat

I'mgettingthanIdon'twanttobepartofthis".

Nsika:"ButKhulaniIdon'tmindgivingyouwhatis

writtentobemine,Ihavelotsofthingshere".

Khulani:"Ifthesesmallbusinessesdon'tworkout

anymorewhatwillhappentoyou?Wehavetothink

ahead,Mymomalwaysmadesurethatwegetequal

thingswhenevershegaveussomethingsincewe

wereyoung,eventheapple,shewouldcutitinsame

anglesforustohaveequalshareofit.Wewere

raisedlikethat,evenifthosesharesare2%Iwant

themdivided".

Kgosigalelookedathim,hewasdeadserious,he

understoodwhereKhulaniwascomingfrom,

sometimeshelikedactinglikeabigbrotherandtake

careofNsika.

Kgosigale:"Okayifthatiswhatyouwantsobeit,

butIwillstillmentoryoutobetheCEOandhowto

tunthecompany".

Khulani:"Idon'tmindbeingtheCEO".



Kgosigale:"Iwillspeaktomyattorneyyouwillget

equalsharesofeverything".

AmanwhomKgosigalespentmostofhistimewith

earliercameinescortedbyhissecondhandmen.

Kgosigale:"Moroka,pleasetakeasit".

MrMoroka:"Iwon'tbelong,Icametosaymy

goodbye,itwasgoodseeingyouoldfriend".

Kgosigale:"Likewise,IhopeIwillseeyouagain

soon".

MrMoroka:"Youwillseemesoon,nowthatyour

grandsonhastakenoverastheChiefwhatwill

becomeofyou?".

Kgosigale:"Iwillbetheirmentor,moreespeciallyI

willfocusonteachingKhulanihowtorunMothupi

Gold".

MrMoroka:"Barutiissteppingdown?".

Kgosigale:"NotyetbutKgosileftallhisrichesto

them".

MrMoroka:"MothupiGoldisnotthesameasitwas

whenKgosiwasstillalive,well,Iwantedtotellyou



whenthetimeisrightbutsincewedecidedtotalk

aboutbusiness.Iamtakingmybusinesselsewhere,

Iwon'tbeworkingwithMothupiGoldanymore".

Kgosigale:"Youcan'tdothat,ourbusinessis

standingbecauseofyourbusiness,wewillloselots

ofcontractsifyoupullout".

MrMoroka:"IneedmoneyandMothupiGoldisnot

givingmethatanymore,Ican'ttrustyourcompany

anymore".

Kgosigale:"MothupiGoldisalreadytremblingdown,

ifweloseyouthanwewillloseeverything,please

reconsiderthis".

MrMoroka:"I'mnotsure,but,maybethereisaway".

Kgosigale:"Anything".

MrMoroka:"I'malsomentoringmygranddaughter

tobecomeoneofthebestbusinesswomeninthe

world,ifyouarealsomentoringyourgrandsonwell

thatisperfect,wecanmentorthemtogetherand

joinforceswithbothourcompanies".

Kgosigale:"I'mnotfollowing".



MrMoroka:"Wecanmakeourcompaniesonebig

companyMorokaandMothupiGoldorMothupiand

MorokaGoldbutourgrandchildrenwillhavefull

controlofthecompanyandshareswewon'tbe

involved,wewilljustbetheretoguidethem".

Kgosigale:"ThatsoundslikeagoodideabutIwill

thinkaboutit".

MrMoroka:"Itwasjustanideaifyoudon'tlikeitit's

finewewon'tdoitbecausetherearemany

conditionsthatwillcomewithit,sinceitwillbehard

totrusteach,theonlywaytogainfulltrustofeach

otheristomarryourgrandchildren".

Kgosigale:"Ihavetwograndchildren".

MrMoroka:"Theonewhowillrunthecompanywill

marrymygranddaughter".

Khulani:"Thisisbullshit".

Kgosigale:"LanguageKhulani!".

Khulani:"HowoldisyourdaughterMrMoroka?".

MrMoroka:"Shefinishedschoollastyear".

Khulani:"Andalreadyyouwanttosellher?What



kindofagrandfatherareyou?".

Kgosigale:"Calmdownson,MrMorokamysons

happinesscomesfirst,ifhedoesn'twanttomarry

yourdaughterthanI'mafraidwehavenobusiness

together".

MrMoroka:"Thinkaboutthis,yourbusinesswillbe

shutdowninlessthan5yearsandatleastifmy

daughtermarriesinthisfamilyIwillknowthatsheis

happyandIknowthatIcantrustyou".

Khulani:"Wehavenobusiness,I'mnotgetting

marriedtoanyone".

Kgosigale:"Thankyouforcomingheretoday".

MrMoroka:"Youareafriend,rememberthatmy

doorisalwaysopen,Boysfarewell".

Heleft.

Khulani:"Beforeyoueventhinkaboutit,I'mnot

doingit,youcankeepyourbusinessandyourmoney

Idon'twantit!".

.
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KhulaniandNsika'sliveswerechangedforever

withinablinkofaneye,theywentbackto

Johannesburgforschoolbutthingsweredifferent.

Nsika:"Imissmyjob".

Khulani:"Youarecrazyman,thatthingwasnota

jobitwashell,youwereoverworkingyourself".

Nsika:"Whatdoyouknowaboutworking?".

Khulanishookhisheadathisbrother,hereallydid

notlikeworkingatabar,hisphonerang.

Khulani:"Hello".

HepoppedhiseyesstaringatNsika..

Nsika:"Whoisit?".



Hemouthed'Nandi',heclearedhisthroatand

startedspeakingagain.

Khulani:"Sure,yougood?".

Nandi:"YeahI'mgood,Iheardaboutwhathappened

toyourmomI'msorryhey".

Khulani:"Ohthankyou".

Nandi:"AreyouandNsikaokaythough?Imeanhow

areyoudealingwiththelossofyourmom?".

Khulani:"Wearejusttakingitonedayatatimebut

wearegood".

Nandi:"I'mgladthatyouarecopying,Iwasjust

checkinguponyou,bye".

Khulani:"Nandi,wait-".

Nsika:"Andthen?".

Khulani:"Shewasjustcheckinguponus".

Nsika:"Andyoustillwantedtotalktoher?".

Khulani:"Obviously,youknowhowIfeelabouther,I

willsavehernumbers".



Nsika:"Callhernow,youhavenothingtolose".

Khulani:"Whatifshedoesn'twanttotalktome?".

Nsika:"Areyouthatdumb?Shecalledyoufirstso

callherback".

Khulanilookedathernumbers,hegotverynervous,

hecalled.

Nandi:"Hello".

Khulani:"Hey,thankyouforcheckinguponus".

Nandi:"I'mnotabadpersonKhulaniandyououtof

allpeopleknowsthat".

Khulani:"Whereareyou?".

Nandi:"Durban,howisschool?Hlelotoldmeyou

gotaccepted".

Khulani:"Yeah,whatareyoudoingthisyear?".

Nandi:"I'mbusywithsomeimmaturetheaterbut

nextyearI'mgoingtostudydrama".

Khulani:"Iwanttoseeyou,sobad,NandiI'msorry,

foreverything".



Shekeptquietforamoment.

Nandi:"Cool,Idon'tholdgrudgessoIforgaveyou

longtimeago".

Khulani:"DoyoumindvisitingmeherebutIcanalso

cometoDurban".

Nandi:"Khulaniyoucan't".

Khulani:"CanItrytoatleastchangeyourmind,I

missyoulikecrazy".

Nandi:"ImissyoutoobutIamhappywhereIam

now,Ihavemovedon".

Khulani:"Youhaveaboyfriend?".

Nandi:"YesIhaveaboyfriend".

Khulani:"Well-I'm-Iwon'tlieandsayI'mhappyfor

youbutIhopehetreatsyoubetterthanIdid".

Nandisighed.

Khulani:"ItisnicehearingyourvoiceagainbutI

havetogo".

Nandi:"Okaybye,sayhitoNsika".



Shehangedup,alltheheartbreakthathewas

learningtolivewithstartedagain,hehadnoidea

howsomeonewouldholdahugepartofhislife,he

thoughthehadforgottenbuthearinghervoicemade

himmissherevenmore.

Khulani:"Shehasmovedon,Idon'tunderstandwhat

Ididtoher,Ididnotcheatorabuseherwhatdogirls

want?".

Nsika:"Ithinkweneedabeer".

Khulani:"Abeer?Seriously?I'mpouringmyheartto

youasmybrotherandyouaregivingmeabeer?".

Nsika:"IfeelyourpainbutIdon'tknowhowto

adviceyouGeezmanI'mnotOprah,drinkabeerand

getoverit".

Khulani:"Passmeone,allIdidwastotellherthat

I'mmovingtojoburgandshegotangryontopof

thatshemovedon.Ithoughtshewasagoodperson

butIwaswrong,sheislikeallthesegirls".

Nsika:"That'swhyIneverdatedthesegirlsback

home,theyareallthesame,thesegirlsarenotthe

relationshiptypeofgirls".



Khulani:"Right".

Hewasdeeplyhurt,abeerdidnothelpbutatleastit

hothimabittipsy.OnaSaturdaytheirgrandfather

cametotheirplaceunexpected.

.
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.
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Kgosigale:"Thisplaceisveryclean".

Khulani:"Mothertaughtuswell".

Hesaidtakingabeer.

Kgosigale:"Givemethat".

Khulani:"Mybeer?No".

Hetookitfromhim.

Kgosigale:"Youneedtostartexercisingand

drinkingmorewater,youwillbetheCEOofMothupi

Goldnotatarvenowner".

Khulani:"Abeerisnotharmful".



Kgosigale:"YouwilldoasIsayKhulani,whereis

yourBrother?".

Nsika:"I'mhere".

Kgosigale:"Good,whattimeareyoucomingback

fromschoolonMonday?".

Khulani:"Ihavetwoclasses,Iwillbedonebefore

12".

Nsika:"Ionlyhavea7amclass".

Kgosigale:"Perfect,wehaveaboardmeetingat12".

Khulani:"Aboardmeeting?".

Kgosigale:"Youheardmecorrectly,Khulanistudy

allthepapersIgaveyou,theywillbeusefulonthis

meetingohandChiefnextweekendyouareneeded

home".

Nsika:"I'mreadyaslongastherewillbelotsofgirls

attheeventthatIaminvitedto".

Khulani:"I'msurealltheseTswanagirlsarealready

droo-".

Kgosigale:"Girls?Whatgirls?".



Nsika:"Iwasjustsaying".

Kgosigale:"YouareaChiefdon'tallowanygirlto

throwthemselvesatyou,haverespect".

Khulani:"RespectChief".

Nsika:"Shutup".

Khulanilaughed,hewashappyfornotbeingaChief,

beingaChiefcamewithsomanyresponsibilitiesbut

theirgrandfatherwasdoingmostofthejob.

Khulani:"Ihavetotakeaquickshower".

Heleftforashower.

Kgosigale:"HowareyoucopyingwitheverythingI

meanbeingaChiefisalotofwork".

Nsika:"Youaredoingmostofthejob,I'mhappyfor

that".

Kgosigale:"Youarelucky".

TheybothlaughedbutNsikasuddenlystoppedand

staredathim.

Nsika:"Whyareyouhidingyourpain?".



Kgosigale:"Whatareyoutalkingabout?".

Nsika:"Itstressesyouthatthecompanyisfalling

apartbutyoucan'ttalkaboutit".

Kgosigale:"Businessislikethat,it'snotalways

right".

Nsika:"YouknowthatKhulaniistheonewhohasto

savethecompanythenwhyareyounotconvincing

himto?".

Kgosigale:"Heisachildwithalotaheadofhim,I

can'tforcehimtomakelifechangingdecisions".

Nsika:"It'suptoyoubuttheancestorsalwaysknow

whattheyaredoing".

Kgosigale:"Youspeaklikeanoldman,youremind

meofyourfather".

Nsika:"Youwillendupinhospitalbecauseofthis

companystress".

ItwascleartoKgosigalethatNsikaseesthingsbut

hewasnotsurprised.

Kgosigale:"TellyourbrotherthatIwillseeyoutwo

onMonday".



Nsikanoddedandsaidhisgoodbyestohis

grandfather,theweekendpassedandthebrothers

didnotknowwhattoexpectonthemeetingmaybe

itwasjustanintroductionmeeting.Acarpicked

themupafterschool,theyneverthoughtthe

companywasthatbig,everyonestaredatthemas

theywalkedpasstheemployees.Kgosigalewas

alreadywaitingforthemoutsidetheofficedoor.

Kgosigale:"Youarelate,everyoneisherealready".

Theylookedateachandfollowedhiminside,more

thaneightpeoplewereseatedinthelonground

tables,theyalllookedlikeprominentbusinessmen

andwomennothingthatKhulaniandNsikahadseen

beforeinreallife,Barutiwasalsothere.

Theysatnexttotheirgrandfather.

Kgosigale:"Iwouldliketoapologizefornotkeeping

mytimeandthankyouallforcominghere".

Kgosigale:"Iwilljusttakeitfromthetop,Ihave

recievedandreadthisfinancialyear'sstatementand

thecostshavedroppeddismallybutwewillhave

anothermeetingstrictlyforthat,Wescored



contractsfromtwodifferentcountriesbutwecan't

celebratebecauseweareabouttolosemajor

contracts,I'mafraidthatmorethantwohundred

employeeswilllosetheirjobs".

Theshareholdersstartedmumblingwords.

Kgosigale:"ThereisnothingIcandobutfromtoday

Iamback,IamtakingoverastheCEOofthis

company".

Baruti:"Dad-".

Kgosigale:"I'mnotdone,myassistantismy

grandsonhere,oh,pleasemeetmygrandsonsand

I'msureyouhavealreadyreadabouttheminthe

newspapers".

Hesaidwithasmalllaugh.

Kgosigale:"KhulaniisthenewassistantCEOin

training,youwillnotseehimmostofthetimes

becauseheisstillatschool".

Baruti:"Youcan'tdothat!IamtheCEOofthis

company".

Kgosigale:"Andtheseboysaretheownersofthis



company,theyholdthemajorityshares,Kgosi

signedallhissharesovertothem".

Kgosigale:"IwillgiveyouanotherpositionbecauseI

stillhaveagoodheart,thatwasallfortoday".

Peoplestartedleaving.

Baruti:"Pleasethinkaboutthis,youaremakingthe

biggestmistakeofyourlife,whatdoesheknow

aboutpeople?".

Kgosigale:"Iwillteachhim".

Baruti:"Cantyouseewhattheyaredoing?They

wanttotakeeverythingthatbelongstoyou,youcant

trustthem.Iamyourson".

Kgosigale:"Pleasemoveyourthingsfrommyoffice,

I'mstartingtoworkfirstthinginthemorning".

Baruti:"Iwillnotdothat!".

Kgosigale:"Stopbeingungrateful,Ishouldbefiring

youbutIamstillgivingyouajob,move".

Theboysdidnotsayanything,theyfollowedbehind

theirgrandfather.Hetookthemtothesmallcoffee

shop.



Kgosigale:"Thatboyisungrateful".

Khulani:"Whyareyoustillkeepinghimaround?".

Kgosigale:"Idon'tknow".

Nsika:"Helookedveryangry,ifIwereyou,Iwouldn't

steponhistoesagain".

Kgosigale:"I'mnotworriedabouthim,Itishardto

believethatIwilllosemybestemployees,these

peoplehavefamiliestofeedbutIhavetoretrench

them".

Khulani:"Isthesituationthatbad?".

Kgosigale:"Itisverybad,itwilltakeyearstofixthis".

Nsika:"Ifyourgrandsonhelpsyouwellyoudon't

havetoretrenchpeople".

Kgosigale:"I-".

Nsika:"Khulaniistheonewhowillsavethis

company,nooneelse".

Khulani:"SincewhendoIhavemagicpowers?".

Nsika:"Ihaveseenitinmydreams,ifKhulani

marriestheMorokagirl,everythingwillgobackto



normal".

Khulani:"Yourdreams?Whatdreams?Stopbeing

crazy,Iamnotgettingmarriedtoanyone".

Nsika:"Youwill,stopbeingstubbornman,the

ancestorsshowedmethatitistheonlywaytosave

thecompany".

Khulani:"Ancestors?TellyourancestorsthatI'mnot

crazy,theyshouldmarryherthemselves,Iamnot

gettingmarried".

Kgosigale:"Calmdownmaybewewillfindaway-".

Nsika:"Thereisnootherway".

Khulani:"JustbecauseyouareaChiefnowyou

thinkyoucantellmewhattodo?Youarestartingto

annoyme".

Nsika:"Youare-".

Khulani:"Shutthefuckup!Whothehellgets

marriedatthisage?".

Nsika:"Stopyellingatme".

Khulani:"Orwhat?Here'sathingaboutyou,you



thinkyouknowtoomuch".

Nsika:"WhatkindofaCEOareyou?Whycantyou

makesacrificesforyourcompany,youremployees,

youwon'tjustbeanactingCEObuttheownerofthe

company".

Khulani:"Youarealsotheownerofthecompany

whydon'tyoumakesacrificestoo".

Kgosigale:"Stopit!Juststopit,wewillfindanother

way".

Khulani:"Countmeout,Nsikawantstorun

everything,thevillage,thecompanywellsinceyou

arealeaderwhydon'tyoutakeitall,Brother!".

Nsika:"Idon'twanttobeaCEO".

Khulani:"Butyoualreadytalklikeone,Iwillleave

youtwotodiscussbusiness,don'tinvolveme".

Kgosigale:"Khulanisitdown".

Khulani:"Ohwow!Fromthefirstdayyouhada

problemwiththewayItalk,thewayidressandthe

wayIlivemylife.Thereisneverasingledayyou

havecomplainedaboutNsikabutme".



Kgosigale:"Iwasteachingyoutobeagreatleader,I

wantedyoutomakethingsrightafteryouhaveslept

wit-".

Hestopped.

Khulani:"Sayit!AfterIhadsleptwithMapuleright?

Soyoutwoarehappytodefinemebythismistake

fortherestofmylife.YesIsleptwithhercountless

timesbutyoualsowantmetomarryagirlIdon't

evenknowformoney,usthreeherearenotdifferent!

Youaresellingmeformoney.Sowhydon'tI

continuetosleepwithwomenIwanttosleepwith

formoneythantobeforcedbymyownbrotherthatI

trustmorethananythinginthisworldtomarryagirl

formoney?".

Nsika:"Khulaniyoucantchangewhat-".

Khulani:"Iwantustosettlethisnow,keepyour

companyandyourhighpositionsIdon'twantit,Iwill

livemylifethewayIusedtoliveitandbrotherIhope

youmakeagreatChief".

.

.



.

Heleftthem,itwascleartohimthatnothingwas

goodforpeoplearoundhim,hewassickofit.He

rushedhometopackhisclothesandtookhisbank

cards,heneededtobeawayfromeverythingand

everyone.Andtherewastheonlyplacewherehefelt

atpeace.Thebusseswerenotfull,hemanagedto

getone,hearrivedinthemiddleofthenightin

Durbanandgothimselfamaxitaxithattookhim

home.Theirtworoomhousewasemptyandthe

doorswerenotlocked,atleastthelightswerestill

working,hewentinsideandclosedthedoors.He

threwhisbagonthefloorandsatdown.

Khulani:"MamaImissyou,youusedtosayiwasa

stubbornchildbutyouneverjudgedme,you

continuedtoloveme.IwantyoubackMa,lifeis

hard,it'sveryhardwithoutyou".

Hebrokedownintotears,hecriedlikeasmallchild

andfellasleepwithtearsinhiseyes.

Hedidnotknowhowhefellasleep,whenhewoke



upthesunwasout.Hecleanedhimselfandwentat

hisgrandmother'shouse,heheardnoiseandstood

bythedoor,hehassomuchgoingoninhislife,he

didnotwanttobepartoftheirfamilydrama.

Grandma:"Wedideverythinghetoldustodonow

hedoesn'twanttopayus?Thatmanthinksweare

crazy".

Thabsile:"Iregreteverything,Noma-".

Hearingthementionofhismothersnamehewent

inside.

Khulani:"Whatdidyoudotomymother?".

Grandma:"Khulani?Howdidyou-Imeanwhendid

youcomeback?".

Khulani:"Whathappenedtomymother?Ineed

answersnow!IheardeverythingnowIwanttosee

yousayingrighttomyface".

Helied.

Thabsile:"Khulanicalmdown".

Khulani:"Irecordedit,startspeaking".



Grandma:"OhLordJesus-".

Shebegantocry,Khulaniwasangry,heeventook

outhiscellphone.

Thabsile:"Pleasedon'tgivethattothepolice,I-Iwill

tellyoueverything".

Khulanipressedtherecordbuttontorecordthe

conversation.

Thabsile:"Amancamehere,hetookyourmother

andpayedustoburythewrongperson,hepaidus

halfandtoldthathewillpaytherestwhenthejobis

done".

Khulanifeltweakbuthedidnotwanttoshowthem

hisweaknesses.

Khulani:"Whatdidhedotoher?Iwanteverydetails".

Grandma:"Khulanimychildpleasedon'tdothis".

Khulanicouldn'teventalkback,tearswererolling

down,hetookaknifeandpointeditatthem,they

screamed.

Khulani:"Talk!".



Thabsile:"Idon'tknowwhathedidtoNoma,Idon't

knowifshewasdeadorasleepwhenhetookherto

thecarbuthetookherandarrangedforthewoman

thatweburiedtobeburied,everythingwas

organizedbyhim".

Khulani:"Hisname?".

Grandma:"Hedidnottellushisname".

Khulani:"Whatdidhelooklike?".

Thabsile:"Tall,abitlightincomplexion,hehasa

smalldarkmarkonhisface".

Khulani:"Baruti,Ijustrecordedeverythingnow,Ilied

whenIsaidIheardeverything,whatyoudidisavery

bigcrime,youwillspendyearsandyearsinjail".

Grandma:"Forgiveusplease,youare-".

Khulani:"Youalwayshatedmymomandnowshe

deservesjusticeandrevenge,Iamtakingyoutothe

policeandIwillmakesurethatyoubothspendthe

restofyourlivesinjail".

Thabsile:"Whataboutmykids?Theyhavenoone,

Hlelo,youloveHlelosheisyoursister".



Khulani:"WhataboutmeandNsika?Don'twe

deservetohaveamother?Yourkidswilllosetheir

motherjustlikewehavelostours".

Khulaniwenttothepolicestationtoreport

everything,hegavethemtherecording.Hismother

deservesjustice,thatiswhathetoldhimselfandto

getthatheneededalotofmoney.Whenhisauntand

grandmotherweretakenbythepolicehetookhis

bagimmediatelyandtookabustoJohannesburg.

Laterthateveninghearrivedattheirplace,Nsika

andhisgrandfatherweregoingcrazy,theywere

worriedsickabouthim.

Nsika:"Wherethehellwereyou?".

Hehuggedhim.

Nsika:"Wherewereyou,Dudeyouscaredme".

Hewantedtotellhisbrotherabouttheir

grandmotherandauntbuthedecidedtokeepquiet,

thiswashisfightalone.

Kgosigale:"Ifyouarenotreadytorunthecompany

it'sfinetakeyourtime".



Nsika:"Saysomething".

Kgosigale:"Ineverevenlikedtheideaofyougetting

married-".

Khulani:"Ineedmoney,lotsofit".

Kgosigale:"Why?".

Nsika:"Whatareyougoingtodowithit?".

Khulani:"IamreadytobeanactingCEO,teachme

howtorunthecompany,callMrMorokatomorrowI

willmarryhisdaughter".

Nsika:"Whythesuddenchange?".

Khulani:"BecauseIwantto,Ithinkweshouldstart

thelessonstonight,yousaidthefirstoneis

disciplineright?AndIwilljointhegymtomorrowand

stopdrinkingalcoholuntilI'mfittobetheCEO".

Kgosigale:"Khulanithisisabigdecision,think

aboutthis".

Khulani:"Ithoughtabouteverything,Iamready".

Hehaschangednotbecauseitwassomethinghe

neededtodobutbecauseheneededjusticeforhis



mother.Heneededtofindifhismotherisdeador

notandifsheis,hehaditallplannedtofindher

remainsanddealwithBarutiinhisownway.

.
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Nsika:"Granddadisgone,tellmewhyyousuddenly

changedyourmind,firstyoudisappeared".

Khulani:"Youwantedmetogetmarriedandnow

thatI'mdoingityouhaveaproblem?".

Nsika:"Noi-".

Khulani:"Look,youmadeitclearthatyoudon't

standbymeanymore,youchosesides.Youforgot

thepersonyouwerewithyourwholelifeand

decidedtodefendpeopleyouhavejustmet.Nsika

atleastIhaveneverhidwhoIam,Ihavealways

beenhonestwithwhoIamnotlikeyou,youhave

proventhatthispositionyouareinnowandmoney



changedyou.Youwerebusyjudgingmebutinthe

processyouforgottocheckyourself".

Nsika:"Khulaniyouhaveitallwrong,Iwillneverturn

mybackagainstyou,youknowthat".

Khulani:"Whateveryousaybrother".

Nsika:"Youcan'tbehavelikethisandexpectusto

trustorbelieve-".

Khulani:"Whatdidyousay?Soyouaretellingme

howtobehave?Rememberthatyouoncesaidtome

IsleptwiththatmanandIenjoyedit,youalsomade

meabadpersonforsleepingwithMapule.AndIdid

what?Ikeptquiet,mytrustforyouendedthatday,I

cannottellyouasinglethingbecauseIknowthat

onedayyouwilluseitagainstme,okayyouare

perfect,fine!ButrememberthatImayactlikeIdon't

carewhenyouandyourgrandfathersaythingsto

mebutdeepdownithurts.Fromnowon,liveyour

lifeandIwilldothesame".

Nsikadidnotknowwhattosay,Khulani'stonehad

somethinginit,hurt,Hewasdeeplyhurtthewayhe

spokesaiditall.Hehadneverheardhimpourhis



heartout.Khulaniwasalwaysthetypeofguyyou

wouldsaysomethingpainfultohimbuthewould

stillsmilelikenothingwassaidbutthistimehe

soundeddifferent.Hewasnotevenshoutingathim,

hesaidallthisinawellmanneredway.

FewdayslaterKhulanididnotmissevenasingle

dayofhistraining,hepaidfullattentiontowhat

Kgosigalewasdoing,heevenfinishedsomeofhis

assignmentsattheofficeandwenthomelateat

night.HewasnotthesameKhulaniwhowould

throwjokeshereandtherehewasquite,andvery

focusedonhisworkandschoolwork.

Kgosigale:"Youdon'thavetospendallyourtime

here,youalsohaveschool".

Khulani:"Iamnotafulltimestudentanymore".

Kgosigale:"Why?Youwillfailyourmodules,you

need-".

Khulani:"IhaveneverfailedandIwon'tstartnow,

ohandIneedaplacetostay".

Hisgrandfatherstaredathimbeforehestarted

speaking.



Kgosigale:"Whathappenedtoyouroldplace?".

Khulani:"Nothing,IneedspaceandsinceI'mgetting

marriedIwon'tstaywithNsikaforever".

Kgosigale:"Ihearyou,IthinkIshouldgiveyou

enoughtimetothinkaboutallthis".

Khulani:"Ihavethoughtaboutit,sowhenamI

gettinganewhouse?".

Kgosigale:"Iwillfindyouanagent".

Khulani:"Good,Imeanthankyou".

Hisgrandfatherwastakenbackbythatbutheshook

hisheadandfocusedonhispaperwork,hewas

proudofKhulani,runningamultimillionrands

companyrequiredhungerforsuccessandthatis

whathesawinKhulani.

Hisgrandfathermanagedtogethimanagent.

KhulaniopenedanofficedoorfindinganAgent

alreadywaitingforhim.

Khulani:"Hi".

Agent:"Hello,RyanbuttheycallmeRay".



Heshookhishand.

Ryan:"Okaydarling,MrMothupisaidyouwanta

house,soherearethepicturesofthehouses

available.YoulookveryyoungsoIthinkthiswillbe

perfectforyou,ithasanindoorpool,an-".

Khulani:"IknowthehousethatIwant".

Ryan:"Perfect,youaremakingmyjobeasier,you

knowdarling-".

Khulani:"Idon'tlikegays,stopcallingmedarling

becauseyouaremakingitworse,here'stheaddress

ofthehousethatIwant,doyourresearchandIwant

feedbacktomorrow".

Ryan:"I'm-Sure-ImeanI'monitMrMothupi".

Khulanistooduptoleavetheofficeandwenthome,

hewassurprisedtoseeAubrey,theguywhohelped

themwhentheyfirstmetKgosigale.

.

.

.



.

Khulani:"Myman,IneverthoughtIwilleverseeyou

again".

Aubrey:"MrCEOhimself,howareyou?Welldon'tbe

surprisedyourbrotheralreadytoldmeeverything,

howareyou?".

Khulani:"I'mpushingman,wherehaveyoubeen?".

Aubrey:"OutofthecountrybutI'mbacknow,I

thoughtIshouldpassbyandseeyouguyswellyour

brothercalledme".

Khulani:"It'sgoodtoseeyou".

TheychattedforawhileuntilAubreydecidedtocall

itanight.

Khulani:"I'mlookingforanewplacetostay".

Nsika:"Youaremovingout?".

Khulani:"Ithinkit'sbettertolivefarfrompeople

whothinkstheirlivesarebetterthanmine,people

whoforgetthatI'mnotperfectI'mjusthuman".

Nsikalookedathisbrotherashelefttothebedroom,



hedidnotknowwhattosaynextbuthewas

blaminghimselfforthewayKhulaniwasacting.

Hecalledhisgrandfathertomeetwithhimatthe

restaurantthefollowingdaytotalkaboutKhulani.

Kgosigale:"Howdidyoufindthisplace?Itlooks

good,Ithinkit'sgoingtobemynewhidingspot".

Nsika:'IGoogledit,Ididn'twantustogotothe

placewhereKhulaniwillseeus".

Kgosigale:"Andwhyisthat?".

Nsika:"Iwantustotalkabouthim,Heisacting

strangeImeandifferent".

Kgosigale:"Ihavenoticed,heisnowactinglikea

truebusinessman".

Nsika:"Yesbutonlybecausehewasforcedintothis,

didhetellyouthatheismovingout?".

Kgosigale:"Heisbuyinganewhousewellhesaid

hewantsanewplacesinceheisgettingmarried".

Nsika:"Andyoubelievehim?".

Kgosigale:"Yourbrotherhasapoint,youareboth



growingup,youcan'tfolloweachotherforever".

Nsika:"IknowbuttheKhulanithatIknowwould

wanttobuyahousethatwebothwouldlivein,we

grewuplikethat,wealwaysdothingstogether.I

havehurtmybrotherandIfeellikeI'mresponsible

forthewayheisbehavinglately".

Kgosigale:"Howishebehaving?".

Nsika:"Youtoldhimtostopdoingthingsheusedto

dolikethewayhedresses,thewayhetalks..don't

youthinkthatwastoomuchtoaskfromhim?".

Kgosigale:"Butthatiswhatatruebusinessman

shouldbe,heshouldbelikeKgosi,yourfather".

Nsika:"IjudgedhimandforgotthatKhulaniis

Khulani,hemaydoallsortsofthingsbuthewould

neverhurtasinglefly,Ithinkthisbusinessshouldbe

ranthewayKhulaniwantsittobe,I'mnotblaming

youbecauseIamalsoresponsible,Iblamedhimfor

whoheisandusedhismistakesagainsthimwhileI

shouldbehisnumberonesupporter".

Kgosigale:"Igetwhatyouaresayingbutplease

speakwithyourbrother,isheblamingyou?".



Nsika:"Weareobviouslytoblame,IfeellikeI'm

losingmybrotherandit'smyfaultbecauseIpushed

him,IsaywhateverIwanttosaytohimbecauseI

knowthathedoesn'ttakeanythingtoheart,no

matterhowmuchyouoffendKhulanihewillstill

laughandmakejokesbutIdidn'trealizethatbehind

hisjokesandsmilehestillhavefeelings".

Kgosigale:"Youwillnotlosebrother,allthesiblings

fightbutyoutwohavethestrongestbothever".

Nsikasighed.

.

.

.

.

Khulaniwasimpatientattheofficewaitingforan

agent,hewastakingtoolong,didheknowthatyou

don'tkeepaclientwaiting?Aclientcomesfirstor

elsehecanfindanotheragent.Aknockdisturbed

histhoughts.

Khulani:"Comein".



Ryan:"Iamsorryforkeepingyouwaiting".

Khulani:"Takeasit,whatdoyouhaveforme".

Ryan:"Hmwell-thehousethatyouwantisnotfor

sale".

Khulani:"Iknow".

Ryan:"Thenwhydoyouwantitsobad?".

Khulani:"ThathouseisperfectformeandIwant

therenovationstobedonesoon,Ialreadyhavethe

paperworkdone".

Ryan:"Whatpaperwork?".

Khulani:"Youasmyagentwilldotharest".

Kgosigaleknockedonthedoor.

Khulani:"Comein".

Kgosigale:"OhRyanhowareyou?".

Heaskedshakinghishand.

Ryan:"Iamgoodsir,itisgoodtohaveyouback".

Kgosigale:"It'sgoodtobeback,canyougivemea

momentwithmygrandson?".



Khulani:"WellI'mafraidnot,RyanandIhavetogo

somewherebutwewillbebackjustnow".

Kgosigaleshookhisheadandtookasit,Khulani

saidthatandleft,hewasstilllearningtodrivebut

notworthytobedrivingunsupervised,hetookone

ofthecompanydriverswhodrovehimtothehouse

hewanted.Itwasabeautifulmansionhousewith

everythinghewanted.Theguardsatthegatesawa

familiarcompanycarandopenedagate.

Hewelcomedhimselfinsidethehouse.

Baruti:"Whatareyoudoinghere?".

DisgustfilledKhulani'sheart,hefeltlikestrangling

himtheretogetherwithhiswife.

Khulani:"Mr-uhwhat'syoursurnameagain?".

Baruti:"Ryanwhatishedoinghere?".

Ryan:"MrMothupiheis-".

Khulani:"Don'tcallhimMrMothupi,heisnota

Mothupi,hereareyourpaperspleasetaketimeto

readthem".

Barutiopenedthepapers,thefirstpagewaswritten



inbigletters:EvictionNotice

Baruti:"Youareoutofyourmind?".

Hesaidlaughingabit.

Khulani:"Iwantyououtbytheendofthisweek".

Baruti:"Iamnotgoinganywhereandyouareplaying

withfire!Thisismyhouse!".

Khulani:"Thishousebelongstomycompany,letme

remindyou,IownhalfofMothupiGoldwhichmakes

thishousemine".

Baruti:"Iwill-".

HepunchedKhulani'sfacebutKhulanistopped

himselfwhenhewasabouttopunchhimback.

Khulani:"Iwasbeingniceforgivingyouthese

coupleofdays,BarutiIwantyououtofthishouseby

theendoftoday".

Baruti:"Youarestartingawarwithawrongperson,

youwon'tfinishit!".

Khulani:"YoustartedawarandIamheretofinishit,

Getoutofthishouse".



Hesaidleavingthehouse.

Ryan:"Khul-SirInever-".

Khulani:"Mygrandfatherpaidyoutodoyourjobbut

youfailed,sonowgetthepoliceoranyonewhowill

makesurethatthesepeopleleavethishousetoday".

Ryan:"Y-yes,yessir".

Thecardrovethembacktothecompany,Khulani

rantotheofficetocleanhisface,hisrighteyewas

reallyhurt.Hecalledhisgrandfather'spersonal

assistant,Claudia,shewasamiddleagedlady.

Khulani:"Thankyouforcoming".

Claudia:"Whathappenedtoyourface?".

Khulani:"Nothing,Iwantyoutodomeafavorby

sendingsomeonetotheformerCEO'shousetotake

thecarsandleavemaybeone".

Claudia:"MrBaruti'scarsbut-".

Khulani:"Now!Pleaseit'surgent".

Claudia:"Noproblem,Iwillalsobringyouicefor

youreye".



Khulani:"Thankyou".

Whenshelefttheoffice,Khulanitookhismothers

pictureandlookedatit.

Khulani:"ImissyousomuchMa".

Hewipedthetearsrealquicklyandhidthepicture

whenadooropened.

Kgosigale:"WhatisthismadnessthatI'mhearing?

WhyareyouthrowingBarutioutofhishouse".

Khulani:"I'malsorepossessinghiscars".

Kgosigale:"Areyououtofyourmind?Weareinthe

middleofthefinancialcrises,wedon'tneedmore

dramahere".

Khulani:"Barutiownsmorethanfivecars,Itook

thosecarstosellthemsothatpeoplecangetpaid

monthendatleastIwillleavehimwithonecar".

Kgosigale:"Andthehouse?".

Khulani:"IlikethathousesoIwillownitand

renovateittomylikings".

Kgosigale:"Khulaniyoushouldhavediscussedthis



withmefirst,thisisnothowwedothingshere".

Khulani:"Iownhalfofthiscompany,thathouse

belongstoMothupiGold,thecarsbelongsto

MothupiGoldsoinotherwordsgrandfatherthose

aremyassets.Barutiisnottheownerofthis

companyhemustlearntoworkandbuyhisown

carsandhousewithhishardearnedmoneynotthe

company'smoney".

Kgosigale:"Son,Barutiwilltrytogetrevenge,give

himeverythingback".

Khulani:"Hewon'tgetanythingback,heneedsto

worklikealltheemployeeshere,ifhewantsrevenge

I'mherewaitingforhim".

.
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Ryan:"It'salldone,thehouseisyours".

Khulani:"Iknowthat,havetheymovedout?".

Ryan:"Isentpeopletodothat".

Khulani:"Good,Ineedtherenovationstobedone

verysoon".

Ryan:"Iwillgetyouagoodcompanydon'tworry

aboutitsir".

Khulaninodded.Hemanagedtorepossessed

Baruti'scarsnotbecausehediditforthesakeofthe

company'sfinancialsituationbutbecausehe

wantedtospiteBaruti.Hewaslearningtolivehislife

awayfromhisbrother,hewouldleaveearlyinthe

morningandcomebackatnight.

Nsika:"Hey,areyoureadytomeetyournewwife?".

Yesthedaywasfinallynear,thenegotiationswere

happeningthenextdayandKhulanididnot

understandwhyLobolahadtobepaid,hewas

expectingacontracttobesigned,acontractthat

joinedtwofamilies.



Khulani:"Yeah".

Hejustagreedbutdeepdownhewasnotreadybut

hecouldnottellhisbrotherbecausehewasgoingto

judgehim.

Nsika:"IamsorryformakingyoufeellikeI'm

perfectthanyouoranythinglikethat,pleaseforgive

me,thisplaceisboringwhenyouarelikethis".

KhulanirealizedthathewasnotmadatNsika,he

couldn'tstaymadathimhewasjustfeedinghisego.

Nsika:"Dudecomeon,stopactinglikeagirl,Isaid

I'msorry".

Khulanismiled.

Khulani:"Youarejustannoyingsometimes".

Nsika:"That'swhyyouarealwaysaroundme,you

enjoyit".

Khulani:"Wait,isthatawayofaskingtomovein

withme?Cozit'saNo".

Nsika:"WellIcan'tstayinthistownhouseforever,

I'maChief".



Khulani:"WellthenGetyourselfahouseChief".

Nsika:"Iwillsee..maybeyoucanhelpmegeta

house".

Khulani:"IdidnotsayIforgiveyou".

Nsika:"Youloveyourbrothertoomuchnotto

forgivehim".

Khulani:"Istillhateyou".

Nsika:"Iloveyoutoobro.".

Khulanirolledhiseyes.

Khulani:"Okayfinethathouseisbig,youwillmove

inwithmewheneverythingisdone".

Nsika:"Andyournewwife?".

Khulani:"Youaremybrotherifshewillhavea

problemwithyouwellIdon'twanther".

Nsika:"Butdudeareyousurethatyouwanttoget

married?".

Khulanididnotknowwheretobegin,itkilledhimto

keepsecretsfromhisbrotherbutheknewhow

Nsikawouldact,Nsikalikedtotakeactionsandthat



wasgoingtoruinhisplanoftakingrevenge.Nsika

likedtakingthingstoheart.

Khulani:"Thetruthis,Idon'twanttomarryher,I

don'tknowherandIdon'tevenwishto".

Nsika:"Thenwhyareyoudoingit?".

Khulani:"Marryingherwillsavethecompany".

Nsika:"Ican'tallowyoutodothis,youarenot

gettingmarried".

Khulani:"Doyoureallybelievethatmotherisdead?".

Nsika:"Whyareyouaskingthat?".

Khulani:"Thewaythingshappened,itallhappened

sofastandwedidnotseeherbody".

Heinhaledandcontinued.

Khulani:"Iamdoingallthisforus,evenifIhaveto

sellmysoultothedevilIwilldowhatisbestforus"

Nsika:"Sowhathappensnext?".

Khulani:"Idon'twantBarutitoseewhatiscoming

forhim,Iwanttomakehimsufferuntilhetellsus

whereheburiedourmom".



Nsika:"Buthowisheiinvolvedinallofthis?".

Khulani:"Heisinvolved,doyourememberthatmom

calledussayingtherearepeoplelookingforus?

Afterthatmomdied,isthatacoincidence?".

Nsika:"Ihearyou,maybehemightbeinvolved".

Khulani:"Wecan'tlethimgetawaywithallhis

crimes,ifwedo,hewillcomeafterus".

Nsika:"Wewilldoittogether,youcan'tputyourlife

atriskalone".

Khulaninodded,HedidnottellNsikaabouthis

grandmomandauntbecauseheknewhowthatwill

hurthisbrother,Nsikahadasoftspotforthem,

unlikeKhulani.

.

.

.

.

Khulani:"DoIhavetogo?".



Kgosigale:"Don'tyouwannameetyourbrideforthe

firsttime?".

Khulani:"Nottoday".

Nsika:"atleastthebigweddingwontbehappening

anytimesoon".

Yep,MrMorokaagreedtotakehisdaughterwith

Khulanitothemaritalcourt,theywouldgetmarried

incourtandgiveeachothertimetoknoweachother

beforethebigwedding.Kgosigale'sLobola

negotiationswereasuccess.

.

.

.

.

-Baruti

Baruti:"Mapulejustshutupokay,Ihavehadenough

ofyou".

Mapule:"Fine,it'sjustfinebutIcan'tbelievethat



youallowedthosebratstotakeourhouseBaruti".

Barutigaveheracoldlook,assoonasKhulanithrew

themoutofthehousetheywentbacktothe

Kgosigalevillage.

MmeMothupi:"YoustillhaveajobMapule,stop

botheringmyson".

Mapulelookedatherupanddownandlefttheroom.

Baruti:"Ihavelosteverythingmother,howdoIfix

this?Kgosisignedeverythingovertothem".

MmeMothupi:"WhenyoucalledmeIorganized

everything,wehavetogonow".

Baruti:"Mmewherearewegoing?".

MmeMothupi:"Mphowilldriveus,shhhhh,don't

askanyquestionsIdon'twantthesewallstohear

us".

Barutitrustedhismother,hekeptquietasthecar

drovethemtothedeepruralarea.

Baruti:"Mom,whatarewedoinghere?".

MmeMothupi:"Mpho,waitforushere".



Henodded.

Therewerepeoplestandingintheline,itwasfull,

theytookasit.

MmeMothupi:"Youwillfindhelphere,wewillget

backwhatisours".

Baruti:"Wecan'tstayherethewholeday".

MmeMothupi:"Ibookedyesterday,hewillknow

thatwearehereandcallus".

Barutinodded.

Avoicecalledthemfrominside,theystoodup,

Barutiwasamazedathowthispersonknewhis

namebutmaybehismomtoldhim,theywere

instructedtotakeofftheirshoesbeforegetting

inside.

MmeMothupi:"FatherMoeketsi,Ibroughtmyson

hereto-".

MrMoeketsi:"Iwouldliketospeaktoyourson

alone,Idon'thelptwopeopleatonce".

Sherespectedhimandsteppedoutside.



MrMoeketsi:"Whatdoyouwantmetohelpyou

with?".

Baruti:"Mymomsa-".

MrMoeketsi:"Stopwastingmytime,I'mtalkingto

younotwithyourmom,whyareyouhere?".

Baruti:"Ilosteverything,mypositioninthecompany,

myhouseandcars,iwantpeopleresponsiblefor

thattosufferandbringbackwhatbelongstome".

MrMoeketsi:"Areyousurethatthisiswhatyou

want,whatyouareaskingforisverydangerous".

Baruti:"Iamcertain".

MrMoeketsi:"Letmetalktomyelders".

Hetookasmallbagcontaininghisbonesand

offeredtoBarutitoblowinsideit,hestartedcalling

hisclannames,askinghisancestorstopavethe

wayforhim.

MrMoeketsi:"Hmhm,Ican'thelpyou,the

ancestorsofyourenemiesareprotectingthem,I

can'tseeasinglethingbutthereissomeoneI'm

seeinghere,thefirstChiefofthisvillage'sspiritlives



insidehim,Ineedhimhere".

Baruti:"Whoisthat?".

MrMoeketsi:"It'stheboywhoinitiatedintheriver,if

wegethimalltheyhavewillgotothegroundand-".

Baruti:"HowdoIgethimhere?".

MrMoeketsi:"Iwillgiveyousomething,hisblood

willmakeyoutherichestmanthathaseverlivedbut

inorderforthistowork,wewillneedyourownblood

first".

Baruti:"Myblood?How?".

MrMoeketsi:"YouarenotrelatedtotheMothupi

familythatiswhythiscannotworkwithoutyour

blood,weneedyoursonsblood".

Baruti:"Myson?HeistheonlychildIhave,wecan't

hurtmyson".

MrMoeketsi:"IfyouwantthenewChiefsblood,you

havetostartwithyourownfirst,theChiefcarries

greatwealth,heinitiatedinthebigriver,hisbloodis

preciousbutweneedyoursonsfirst".

Baruti:"Ican't,heismyson,myonlyson".



MrMoeketsi:"Takethisknife,itisfilledwith

traditionalherbs(Muthi)whenyoudecidetochange

yourmind,useit".

Baruti:"Ican'tkillmyson".

MrMoeketsi:"Gohomeandthinkaboutit".

Barutiwasshaking,hetooktheplasticandwent

outsidetohismother.

MmeMothupi:"Whathappened?Whatdidhesay?".

Barutiwasshattered,hedidnotknowwheretoeven

start.

MmeMothupi:"Barutitalktome".

Baruti:"Nothing,hedidn'tsayanything".

.

.

.

.

KhulaniandNsikawereexcitedtomovetothenew

house,therenovationsdidnotlastforalongtime.



Theyonlymovedtheirclothestothehouseasitwas

fullyfurnished.

Khulani:"Ijustfoundoutthatthecompanyhasa

propertycompanyonthesidewhichwasranby

Mapule".

Nsika:"How?".

Khulani:"Idon'tknowbutit'scalledMothupi

properties,Iwilldomoreresearchandfindifit's

legalornot".

Nsika:"Andifitisnot?".

Khulani:"Wewilltakewhatbelongstous".

Nsika:"Good,givemeashoutwhenyouneedmy

help".

TheyweresettlinginwhenMrMorokaand

Kgosigalecamein.

Kgosigale:"Youdidaverygoodjobhere?".

Khulani:"Doyoulikeit?".

Kgosigale:"Itsnotmystylebutit'sbeautiful".

Theyalllaughed.



MrMoroka:"Yourgrandfatherisright,youdida

goodjob".

Khulani:"Thankyou".

MrMoroka:"I'mnotheretostay,Iamheretobring

mydaughterpersonally".

Kgosigale:"Whereisyourring?".

Khulani:"I'm-uhm-".

Nsika:"Itgotmixedupwiththethingsbutwewill

findit,mybrotherisnotusedtoweararing,you

knowhowheis".

Khulanisignedthemarriagepapers,therewereno

vowssaidandhehasnotmethiswife,theyleft

everythingforthebigweddingbuthewaslegally

married.

MrMoroka:"Ihopeyoufinditsoon,Amogelang

comein".

Amo,Amogelang,averybeautifulwellmanneredgirl

cameinandgreetedthem,Khulanididnotevenlook

ather,hedidnotcare.

Theirgrandfather'ssaidtheirgoodbyes.



Nsika:"Hi,wellI'mthebrotherNsikaandthisisyour

husband".

Amo:"Areyouguystwins?".

Nsika:"I'msurehewishestobemytwin,butIdon't

wish,lookhowuglyheis".

AmolaughedlookingatKhulaniwhowasbusyon

hislaptop.

Khulani:"Ourhelperwillarrivefirstthinginthe

morningbutyoucanleaveyourbagshere".

Amo:"No,Idon'tmindtakingthemup".

Khulani:"Yourroomisattheendofthepassage".

Stillhedidnotlookather,hewasverybusywiththe

reportthathewaslearningtodo.

Nsika:"Letmehelpyou".

Amo:"NoIdon'tmind".

.Shetookthebagsupstairs.

Nsika:"Areyounotevengoingtolookather?".

Khulani:"Dudeplease,Iambusy,ifyoucareabout



herthatmuchthengounpackherbagsorbuyher

Roses".

Nsika:"Atleasttryhey,sisterinlawispretty".

Khulani:"Getout".

Nsika:"Why?Youaretooserious".

Khulanihatedthefactthatthegirlwasbroughtinto

theirwithouthimknowinghousebuthisbrother

alwaysmadehimfeelbetter.

Khulani:"LookI'mnotinterestedinanygirl,mymain

focusnowisthisbusinessandmom,and,this

marriageisjustabusinessproposalit'snotreal".

Nsika:"Wellonlytimewilltell,onlytimewilltell

brother".

Khulani:"Geezyouareannoying,Idon'twantthat

girl,Idon'tlikeher,Idon'tevenwanttopassacross

herinthishouse".

.

.

.



-Baruti

Baruti:"Thatmanaskedmetodotheimpossible".

MmeMothupi:"Whatdidhesay?".

Baruti:"Don'tworryaboutitmother,Ihavetogoto

bed".

Hewasemotionallytired,howcanthatmanaskhim

tokillhisownson?Itwasimpossible.Heusedthe

'Muthi'thathewasgiventobathbeforebed.He

reallywantedhispowerback,hewantedhishouse

andthecarsbacknottomentiontherespecthehad.

MothupiGoldgavehimsomuchrespect,hewasthe

prominentCEOofthemultimillionrandscompany.

Hewenttobed.

'Hewokeupinthemiddleofthenighttopee,he

sawtheplasticthathegotfromMrMoeketsi,he

openedit,abigknifewasstarringathim.Hewalked

slowlytohissonsroom,helookedathim.Asingle

tearrolleddown.Hissonwasonhisfirstyearat



University,hewasthesameageasNsikaand

Khulani,howwouldhiswifefeelwhenshefindsher

sondead?Mapulewouldtotallyloseit.Heliftedup

hishandsandstabbedhissononthechestand

wentbacktobed'.

Barutiwaswokenupbyamanstandinginfrontof

him,itwastheearlyhoursofthemorning.

MrMoeketsi:"Youdidwell".

Baruti:"What-howdidyougethere?".

MrMoeketsi:"That'snotimportant,comewithme,

yourcleansingshouldbeginbeforethesunrises".

Baruti:"Ihadthemoststrangestdreamandnow

youarehere?".

MrMoeketsiwasburningsomething,hepulledit

closertoBarutitoinhale,Barutipassedout.

Barutiwokeupintheforest,menwerebeating

drumsandsinging.

MrMoeketsi:"Ohjustintime".



Helookedathimself,hewasnaked,somethingwas

appliedonhisbody,itwasblood.MrMoeketsiburnt

somethingandofferedtohimtoinhaleagain.

Baruti:"Whatdidyoudotome?".

MrMoeketsi:"Shhh,themanIpraisewillbehere

anytimefromnow,youdidverywellmyson".

Baruti:"Myson,itwasnotadreamwasit?You

killedhim!Youkilledmyonlychild".

MrMoeketsi:"Youkilledhim,ifyoudidnotwantall

thisyoushouldnothaveusedmy'Muthi'before

goingtobed,keepquiet!Heiscoming".

Baruticriedpainfully,hewashurt,whathadhedone?

Hejumpedseeingahugesnakecomingstraightat

him.

MrMoeketsi:"Standstill".

Barutiwasshaking,hepeedonhimselfseveral

times,thesnakelookedstraightintohiseyesand

startedleakingthebloodinhisbody,hewasshaking

innervousness.Thedrumswerebeatingveryloud.

MrMoeketsi:"Wewelcomeyouson,youhaveto



obeytherulesnoworelseyouwillpaywithyourown

blood.Everythingyouwishforyoushallreceiveit,go

backhomeanddon'thavelookback".

.

.

.

.
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Kgosigale:"Weshouldcallaboardmeetingon

Wednesday,everythingwillberecoveredsoonbut

foratleasttwomonthsIwillhavetocuttheirpay".

Khulani:"Howmucharewetalkingabout?".

Kgosigale:"Twentyfivepercent".

Khulani:"That'salotofmoney,maybewecandoit

differently".



Kgosigale:"Noson,soIneedyoutodraftareport,

checkourfinancialstatementsanddrafteverything

downwewilluseitinthemeeting".

Khulani:"I'mstillstrugglingtodraftreports".

Kgosigale:"Youstillhaveacoupleofdaystoteach

yourselfthat,remembertomakeeverythingclearso

thateveryonewillunderstand".

Khulani:"Okay".

Kgosigale:"Howisyourwife".

Heclearedhisthroattryingtoavoidthequestion.

Khulani:"Sheisgood".

Helied,hedidnotnowhowisshedoing,henever

botheredhimself.

Kgosigale:"Goodiwillcomehaveteawithmy

daughterinlaw".

Khulani:"Popspleasenotnow,canwetalk?".

Kgosigale:"Isshealreadypregnant?".

Khulani:"Godno!Canwehaveanormal

conversationwithoutyoumentioningher?".



Kgosigale:"Okayokayfine".Hesaidliftinguphis

handupinsurrender.

Khulani:"WhatexactlyhappenedtoKgo-imean

dad?".

Hisgrandfatherstaredathim,Khulaniwasstartinga

conversationthathenevertalkedabout.

Kgosigale:"Idon'tknowhowhedied,alliheardwas

thathegotinvolvedinanaccidentandburntto

death,thehardestthingwastoseemyson,myonly

son-".

Hesobbed.

Khulani:"Wheredidthathappen?".

Kgosigale:"HereinJohannesburg".

Khulani:"Okay,doyourememberwhenwefirstmet?

Wheneveryonebelievedthatyouweredead?".

Kgosigale:"YesIdo".

Khulani:"Theyallthoughtyouburnttodeathinthat

housefire,don'tyoufinditstrangethatBaruti

wantedtokillyouandafterthatfireinthathouse

eruptedyouwereamongstthepeoplethatwere



labeleddead?".

Kgosigale:"Istillthinkthereissomethingvery

strangeaboutthatfire".

Khulani:"Ithinkit'sstrangethatpeoplethoughtyou

diedinthehousefireandyoursonwasalsoburntto

death".

Kgosigale:"Whatareyousaying?Doyouthink

someoneisbehindthis?".

Khulani:"No,noIdon't,Iwillseeyoulaterpops".

ItwasallcleartoKhulani,hegothisanswers.

Kgosigale:"Iwillstillcomeforthattea".

Khulanirolledhiseyes.

WhenhewenthomeAmogelangwasatthekitchen,

hejustwentstraighttohisroom.Amoexpectedthat

kindoftreatmentbutitwasworse,Hergrandfather

assuredherthattheywilltreatherwellbutKhulani

hatedher.Shefoughtandhadmanysleepless

nightscryingandbegginghisgrandfathernotto

forceherintothismarriagebutnoonelistenedtoher.

Shewasalwaystold'Heisaverygoodboy'..she



shookherheadwhenshethoughtaboutthat.

Nsika:"Heyareyoucooking?".

Amo:"No,I'mjustmakingmyselfsnacks".

Nsika:"Iwassurprisedtoo".

Hesaidgoingtohisroombutshestoppedhim.

Amo:"Isyourbrotheralwayslikethisoritismethat

hehates?".

Nsika:"Whatdidhedo?".

Amo:"Nothingbuthedoesn'tevengreetbuthe

talkswhenheiswithyou".

Nsika:"Heisalwaysbusydon'tmindhim,herunsa

bigcompanyandalsohasschooltodealwith".

Amo:"Oh,alrightthen".

Nsika:"Ithinkthere'ssomeoneoutside".

Heopenedthedoor,agirlcamein.

Nsika:"Hi,canIhelp?".

Her:"IcametoseeKhulani".

NsikalookedatAmogelang.



Nsika:"Heis-".

Khulani:"Iamhere,heyyoumadeit,come"

Shefollowedhimupstairs,Nsikahadtocoverforhis

brotheronceagainbutthistimehehadnocluewhat

tosay.

.

.

.

.

-Baruti

.

Mapule:"WhereisJunior?".

MmeMothupi:"Thatboyisspoilthecan'tstillbe

sleeping".

Mapule:"Heisachildbutwehavetogohome".

Shewenttohisbedroomtowakehimup..

Mapule:"Mme!Baruti!Juniorwake-OhGodwhat



happenedtoyou?".

Shescreamedkickingandcrying,Hisgrandmother

alsocriedinpain,whowouldhavedonethattothe

poorchild?Juniorwastakentothemortuary.

Mapule:"Ineedyoutofindthepeoplewhodidthis

tomychild,hewasstabbedandobviouslysomeone-

".

Baruti:"IwillnotrestuntilIfindthatperson,weare

notsafehere,itisnotsafe".

MmeMothupi:"Icalledyourfather,Iwonderifhe

willcome".

Baruti:"Hehastocome,Juniorlovedhim".

Mapule:"Whatifyourfatheristheonewhokilled

myson?".

Baruti:"Hewouldneverdothat".

Mapule:"Howdoyouknow?Howyouknowhuh?

Thatmantookeverythingfromusandyouarestill

defendinghim?".

Baruti:"Mapule-".



Mapule:"Juststopit!".

Shewasfuriousandangry.Sheleftthembecause

obviouslytalkingtothemmadenopoint.

Baruti:"Thisisamess".

MmeMothupi:"WhathappenedBaruti,don'tlieto

meIamyourmother".

Baruti:"Idon'tknowwhathappened,momIdon't

knowanythingaboutJuniorsdeath".

Hewashurt,Juniorwashisonlychildbuttherewas

nothinghecoulddotochangethings.

Baruti:"Mother,Ineedyourblessings".

MmeMothupi:"Whatblessings?".

Baruti:"Iamabouttodosomethingthatwillchange

ourlivesforever,Ihavesentpeopletobringthechief

ofthisvillagetome,MrMoeketsisaidhisbloodwill

makemetherichestmanalive".

MmeMothupi:"What?NoBaruti,youcannotdo

that".

Baruti:"WhatchoicedoIhave?MotherIneedyou



nowmorethanever".

MmeMothupi:"Thisiswrong,youcan'tkillan

innocentchild".

Baruti:"Heisnotinnocent!Theytookeverything

frommeandyoucalltheminnocent?".

MmeMothupi:"BarutiI-".

Baruti:"Mother-Please".

Shelookedathimandnodded.

.

.

.

.

Nsika:"Withsomanyguardshowdidsomeone

breakin?".

Kgosigale:"Idon'tknow,butJunior-itishardto

believe,Iraisedthatboy".

Khulani:"MaybeBarutikilledhim,thatmanis

capableofanything".



Kgosigale:"Butnotkillinghisownson".

Khulani:"Youtwoforgeteasily,thatmanwanted

youdead,hewantedhisownfatherdeadwhyare

youactingsurprised".

Kgosigale:"Wehavetogohome".

Khulani:"Idon'tknowJuniorandBarutiisthelast

personIwouldsupport".

Nsika:"SoastheChiefIhavetogo?".

Kgosigale:"ItisyourdutyandKhulaniyouhaveto

supportme,Idon'ttrustthem,youtwoaretheonly

peoplethatItrust".

Khulani:"Butstill-Okayfine".

Kgosigale:"Itwillonlybeoneday,wewillleavein

themorningandcomebackafterthefuneral".

Khulani:"Better".

Kgosigale:"Whereismydaughterin-law?".

Khulanishookhishead.

Nsika:"Askherhusband".



Nsikadidnotevenswallowthosewords,Amogelang

walkeddownthestairs.

Kgosigale:"Amogelang,howareyoumychild?".

Amo:"Iamgood,it'sgoodtoseeyouagain".

Kgosigale:"Howaretheseboystreatingyou?".

Amo:"Notbad,theyarecool-Imeangood".

Shelied.

Kgosigale:"That'sgood,theyareverygoodboysoh

wellIwouldlovetostayabitlongerbutIhavea

lunchmeeting".

Hesaidhisgoodbyes.

Amo:"Doyouguysneedsomethingtoeat?".

Khulani:"That'sRobysjobnotyours".

Amo:"IknowbutIwasoffering,isitmeoritisin

yournaturenottoappreciatenicepeople?".

Khulani:"Idoappreciatenicepeoplebutpeoplewho

trytoohardtogetmyattentiondisgustme".

Amo:"Whatisspecialaboutyou?And-".



Khulani:"Look,thereisapartthatiforgottosay

whenyoufirstarrivedhere,IamnotyourfriendandI

willneverbe.Thisarrangementisjustabusiness

arrangement,Idon'tlikeyouhonestlysostoptrying

togetmyattention".

Amoblinkedthetearsaway,shewasnottryingto

gethisattention,shewasjustofferingtomakefood

foreveryonesinceshewastheonlygirlinthehouse.

Sherantoherroomandlockedherselfinside.

Nsika:"Wasthatnecessarythough?".

Khulani:"Ihatepretending,Idon'twantthis

marriageandyououtofallpeopleknowswhyI

agreedtoit".

Nsika:"Butthereisnoneedtoberudetoher".

Khulani:"Iwasnotrude,lookIthinkwewillget

somethingsincewearegoinghomeforthefuneral".

Nsika:"Somethinglike?".

Khulani:"Likemomswhereabout".

Nsika:"Yourobsessionisworryingme".

Khulani:"Obsession?".



Nsika:"Ithinkyouaretoofocusedinfindingwhat

mightnotexistandforgettingwhatisrightinfront

ofyoubutwhateveryoudecideyouhavemyfull

support".

Khulani:"Pleasenotnow".

Hestoodupandwenttobed,Nsikatriedstanding

upbuthisbodywasheavy,hefeltsickandtired.He

tookaglassofwaterthatwasinfrontofhimand

drankfromit.Hefeltbetterafterdrinkingitandwent

tobed.

.

.

-Baruti

Hewasreadyforhismeeting,themeetingthatwas

goingtochangehiswholelife,thiswasbeforehis

sonsfuneral,itneededtobedonebeforeJuniorwas

laidtorest.

MrMoeketsi:"Youarehere-takeoffyourshoes".

TheysangasBarutiwaspouredwithwatermixed



withherbs.

MrMoeketsi:"Wehaveyourgift,youdidwell,Bring

him!".

Heinstructed,themencamewithsomeonecovered

withablanket.

Baruti:"Whatwillhappennow?".

MrMoeketsi:"Thegreatonewillopenthisgiftand

cleansehimfirst".

Theywaitedforthesnaketocomeoutbutitdidnot,

nomatterhowloudtheysangandbeatdrums.

MrMoeketsi:"Somethingisnotright,openhim".

Baruti:"Thisisnothim!Thatisnothim!".

MrMoeketsi:"Whoisthis?".

Baruti:"How?Howdidthishappen?Youaredead!

Youaresupposedtobedead".

MrMoeketsi:"Wedon'thavetimetoplay,whois

thisman?".

Baruti:"Kgosi,it'smybrotherKgosi,how?".



Kgosi:"Ihavebeenwatchingyoualltheseyears,

youthoughtIwasNsikayomuzi?YouthoughtIwill

letyoukillmykids?".

Baruti:"Heisdead!Thismanisdead!".

Everyonelookedathimthinkinghewascrazy,heran

naked.Kgosistoodupanddisappearedinthe

woods.BarutiraninthestreetsofKgosigaleVillage

nakedgoingbackhome.Luckilyitwaslateforhim

tobeseenbypeople.

Mpho:"Sirwhatisgoingon?Whathappenedto

you?".

Baruti:"Getalltheguardstowatcheverycornerof

thishouse,noone,Imeannoonemustgetinhere".

Hewasshakingandwentinsidethehouse,his

motherwaswaitingforhim,assoonasshesawhim

nakedshetookatowelonthecouchandwrappedit

aroundhim.

MmeMothupi:"Whathappened?".

Baruti:"Kgosi,IsawKgosimother".

MmeMothupi:"Kgosiisdead".



Baruti:"Idon'tknowifheisaghostorwhatbutI

sawhim,heis-hewasstandingrightinfrontofme,

mothertellmethatwhatIsawisaghost".

MmeMothupi:"Youareseeingthings,theMuthi

thatMrMoeketsiisgivingyouisdrivingyoucrazy,

don'tgobackthereanymore..Kgosidied".

.

.

.

Iamsorryfortakinglong...
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ThebrothersandKgosigaledidnotstaylongatthe

funeral,theyarrivedlikeeveryoneelsewhowasn't

familyandleftwhentheceremonywasover.

Kgosigaleavoidedtakingtohiswifeandson.

Nsika:"Wasitnecessarytojustcomeandleavelike

that?".

Kgosigale:"EveryoneknowsthatI'mbackin

businesssoI'mbusy".



Nsika:"Butmybusinessisthere,itismydutyto

makesurethateveryoneinthatvillageiswell".

Kgosigale:"Youwillcomebackforbusinessbut

nowitisnottherighttime".

Nsikafeltlikehewasfailingtofulfillhisdutiesas

theChief,heneededtobeatthevillagewherehis

peopleneededhim.

TheywerebackhomeinJohannesburgandthey

werebacktotheirnormalworkroutineandschool.

Nsika:"Iswearnoonestudieslikeyoudo,doyou

eventakeabreak?".

Amo:"WellI'mwritingmyfinalexamtomorrow,Iwill

haveallthetimetotestsinceweareheadingtothe

holidays".

Nsika:"Areyouvisitingyourfamily?".

Amo:"Welluhm-Iwishbutmygrandfathermadeit

clearthatIhavetogettoknowyourbrotherbefore

visitingthemwhichisthehardthingtodo".

Nsika:"Whydoyousayso?".

Amo:"YourbrotherhatesmebutIdon'texpecthim



tobefriendlywithmebecauseIalsodon'twantthis

marriage".

Nsika:"IhearyoubutIhopeyoubothchangeyour

mindabouteachother,itsosickbeingcaughtupin

themiddle...I'mvisitingpops,doyouwannacome

with?".

Amo:"No,Ihavetostudy..nexttimethough".

NsikadidnotwanttogettooinvolvedinhisBrothers

maritalmatterstoomuchbecauseheknewthat

Khulanialwayshadawayofdoinghisthings.

Khulanididnotseeanythingwrongwiththewayhe

wastreatingAmogelang,hekeptontellinghimself

that"it'sjustbusiness".

Hemadeafewcallsearlierwiththehelpofhis

personalassistanttothepersonwhomhethought

wouldhelphim.

Khulani:"Goodafternoon,thankyouforcoming,Mrs

Wyatt?".

MrsWyatt:"Pleasuretomeetyou,howcanIhelp?".

Khulani:"Thisisthepicture,Iwantyoutohelpme



findher".

MrsWyatt:"IgottheemailthatyousentandIwill

trymybesttohelpyou".

Khulani:"Thankyousomuch".

Themeetingwasveryshort,hehiredaprivate

investigatortotrackdownhismother,hebelieved

thathewassomewhereouttherealive,whenhegot

homehewastired..

.

.

.

.

Nsika:"Morning".

Khulani:"Morning,Idon'tfeellikegoingtowork,I'm

drained".

Nsika:"Youworktoomuchthat'swhy".

Khulani:"StudyingalsodrainedmebutatleastI'm

donewithmyexams".



Amogelang:"Morningthere'saletterthatcamefor

you,IsigneditbecauseIthoughtyouwerebothstill

inbed".

Khulaninoddedandtookit..

Khulani:"Ihavetoleave...popshasameetingin

fewminutes".

Heputthecupofcoffeedownandleftforwork..

Ryan:"GoodmorningKay,ImeanMrMothupi".

Khulanijustlookeddownandlaughedabit.

Ryan:"Ihavesomethingforyou,thiswasdelivered

lastnightafteryouhaveleftandthiswasdelivered

thismorning".

Khulani:"Thanks,putithere,isMrMothupihere

yet?".

Ryan:"Not..doyouneedcoffeeor-".

Khulani:"Yesmakeitblackwithoneteaspoonof

sugar".

Ryan:"Comingrightup".

Afterdrinkinghiscoffeeheattendedthemeeting



andwenthome,hewastiredandneededtorest..at

leastnoonewashomewhenhearrived,hewent

straighttobed.Hewokeupintheafternoon

becauseofhunger..heheardadoorbellringand

rushedtoit,itwasahandmaildelivery.Hesigned

andthankedthedeliveryguy.Helookedatthe

envelopeanditlookedexactlyliketheotherthreehe

got.Heopenedit,ithadnosignatureoranything.

Hisnamewaswrittenincapitalletters.

KHULANI

Ifyoucareaboutyourfamilyyouwilldoexactlywhat

Itoldyouinthefirstletter.

.

Thatwastheend.Khulaniwasconfusedfora

momentandtookhiscarkeyswhenheremembered

thatheleftthelettersinhisoffice...everyonewas

goinghomewhenhewentin,hesatonhisdeskand



openedtheletters,hedidnotknowwhichonewas

thefirstletterbecausetheywerepackagedthe

same.

Thefirstonethatheopenedwaswritten.

-KHULANI

YourbrotherandyourgrandfatherareattheRocket

Restaurant,yourbrotherhasagreatchoiceImust

say,heorderedjustmyfavoriteT-bonesteakand

veggies..mypointis,Iknowallyourmoves.

.

Hehurriedlyopenedthesecondone,whichwas

written:

KHULANI

TheassistantCEO..timeflies..Iamgivingyoutwo

weekstoleaveeverythingthatyouhave..yourfamily,



houseandthecompany.Ifyoufailtodoso,youwill

attendafuneraleveryweek.

.

Heshookhisheadopeningthelastone.

KHULANI

AmogelangisbeautifulIdon'tknowwhyyoudon't

likeher...Iknowallyourmoves.

Youhavethirteendaysnow!

.

.

KhulaniknewthatitwasBaruti,Barutiwastheonly

enemytheyhad..hegotangryandlefttheoffice..

arrivingathomehefoundAmoandNsikaeatingand

chatting.

Khulani:"NsikawereyouatRocketRestaurant?".



Nsika:"Twodaysagowithpops".

Khulani:"Whatdidyouorder?".

Nsika:"Myusually,steakandveggies..whatisit?".

Khulani:"Youarebothdonewithyourexamsright?

Pleasestayrighthereathome,don'tleave".

Theylookedateachother,Nsikafollowedhim

upstairs.

Nsika:"Areyoualright?".

Khulani:"SomeoneisthreateningmeandIknow

thatitsBaruti".

Nsika:"Barutiknowsexactlywhatwillcometohim

ifhecrossestheline".

Khulani:"Iknowitshim,Ihavetomakeacall".

Hewentinsidehisbedroom.

Khulani:"Hello,MrsWyatt".

MrsWyatt:"Khulani,Iwas-".

Khulani:"Ihaveanothercasewhichisvery

important,IwillsendyouapictureandIwantyouto



trackthatperson'severymoveandgetbacktome.

Tellmewhotheyaretalkingto,whattheyareeating,

IneedalltheinformationIcanget".

MrsWyatt:"Okay..sendthepicture".

HewentonhislaptopandemailedBaruti'spictures,

hewasangry.

Thatweekendhewasplanningonrestinguntil

Monday.Hewokeupthefollowingdaytothegym

andthenwentdownstairsforbreakfast.

Amo:"Sowearestillnotallowedtogoout?".

HeaskedlookingatNsika,shedidnotwanttotalk

directlytoKhulaniknowinghismoodswings.

Khulani:"Justhavesomeonetodriveyouwhereyou

wanttogo".

Amonoddedandtookherbag,itwasthefirst

weekendsinceshemovedintoseeKhulanihome.

Thatiswhysheavoidedtostaythewholedayandin

thesamehousewithhim,shecannottoleratehim.

Sheaskedoneofthecompanydriverstodriveherto

herfriendshouse.



Nsika:"IthinkwehavetoconfrontBaruti".

Khulani:"No,thatmaniscrazytohethinkshewill

takeeverythingawayfromusjustlikethat".

Nsika:"Heisbroke,sohisthreatsareempty".

Whentheyhadabellring,theybothrushedtothe

door..thistime,therewasonlyaletteronthedoor

steps,nomailguy.

Nsikatooktheletterandreaditloud.

.

.

.

.

KHULANI

WhoisBaruti?Hesoundslikeaveryinteresting

personmaybeIshouldmeethim,no,Iwon'tmeet

himbecausemymainfocusisonyou.Youhave



NineDaysmydaysareafterthanyours.

.

.

Nsika:"Whoisthisperson?".

Khulani:"It'sBarutihethinkswearestupid".

Nsika:"Idon'tthinkweshouldtellpops,thiswill

destroyhim".

Khulani:"Nowewon't,callAmogelangandtellher

tocomebackhome".

Nsika:"WhyshouldIcallher?Sheisnotmywife".

Khulani:"Don'tactlikethatpleasecallher,it'snot

safeforhertobe-justcallher".

Nsika:"Youcarewellthat'sthefirst".

Nsikacalledandtoldhertocomebackhome,

Khulaniwasnotgoingtocallher,eventhoughhe

knewthatBarutiwasthepersonbehindthese

threats,hewasscared..heatehisdinnerandsaton

thecouchinthedarknessdrinkinghiswhiskey..it

wasnowmidnight.Hejumpedwhensomeone



screamed.

Amo:"I'msorryyouscaredme".

Shesaidthatandquicklyrantothekitchentogeta

bottleofwater..Khulanifollowedher.

Khulani:"Wereyousafetoday?".

Amolookedathiminshock..

Khulani:"Imeanwasn'tthereanycarfollowingyou".

Amo:"No,asyoucanseeI'mhereandkicking".

Henodded,Amowastreatinghimthesamewayhe

wastreatingher,assheclimbedupthestairs..he

called.

Khulani:"Amogelang".

Shestopped.

Khulani:"Schoolsareclosedsopleasestayhereat

homeandifyouneedsomethingpleasedownload

theappsandorderonline".

Amo:"I'm-uhm-Cool".

Khulani:"Youwon'taskanything?".



Amo:"EvenifIwantto,Iwon't..I'maverygood

listenerKhulani,whenIfirstarrivedhereyoutoldme

topretendthatyoudon'texistwellyourwords

meantthat".

Shewenttotheroom,Khulanidrankthelastglass

andwenttobed.OnaSundaymorninghewasthe

firstpersontowakeup.Hewentdownstairsfinding

theletteragain,thiswasstartingtoannoyhim.

Heopenedit.

KHULANI

itwasverythoughtfulofyoutotellyourwifetogo

backhome.Youhaveeightdaysandsinceyouare

notdoinganythingaboutit,Ithinkyouneedabitofa

motivation.Callyourpersonalassistant,everyone's

bloodwillbeonyourhands.

Remembertimeisrunning..TikTok.

.



HetookouthisphoneandcalledRyan'snumber.A

womanansweredit.

Her:"Ryan'scellphonehello".

Khulani:"Hi,thisisKhulaniMothupispeaking,mayI

speaktoRyan".

Her:"Ohyouarehisboss,I'msorryyoucantspeak

tohim,hewasinvolvedinadeadlycaraccidentthis

morning..heisinacoma".

Khulanibrushedhishead.

Khulani:"Ishegonnabefine?".

Her:"Idoubtbutwearepraying".

Khulani:"Buthisphone?".

Her:"Ohhelefthisphoneathome,hewasonhis

waytothegymwhenthisaccidenthappened..we

believeitwasahitandrun".

Khulani:"Ifyouneedanythingpleasetellme,Ihope

andprayforhisspeedyrecovery".

Her:"Thankyou,Iwillkeephisphoneon,I'mhis

sisterEmma,Iwillletyouknowifweneedanything".



Khulani:"Thankyou".

Khulaniwasdrained,heputthephonedownanddid

notwanttotellNsikabecausehewasgoingtoscare

him...hetookouthisphoneandcalledthePI.

Khulani:"WhydoIhavetobetheonecallingyou?".

MrsWyatt:"Iamsorrysir,Iwasgoingtocallyou

latertoday..westillhavenotraceofthewomanand

themanthatyouwantisBarutiMothupiwhois-".

Khulani:"Iknowwhoheis,tellmewhereheisand

whoishetalkingto".

MrsWyatt:"Welearnedthatherecentlylosthisson

andheisathomewaitingforthecleansing

ceremonywhichwillhappennextweek.Theperson

hehasspokentoisMrMorenathemayor,theywere

talkingabouttherecenttenderbutI'mstillonhim

sir".

Khulani:"BarutiisnotinJohannesburg?".

MrsWyatt:"I'mafraidnotsir".

Khulani:"Dammit!Ifheisnotherethensomeoneis

workingforhim...digdeeperMrsWyatt".



MrsWyatt:"I'monitsir".

.

.

.

.

Heydarling

I'msorryIneededtorestthisfestivebutIstillhad

lotsofthingstodo....hopeyouwillenjoythisandif

youarefindingithardtoadjusttothispleaseread

thelastinsert...
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Khulani:"Okay...continuefindinginformationabout

thatwoman".

Hesaidputtingthecellphonedownaftertalkingto

hisPI,therewasnothingonBarutibuthestill

wantedtokeepaneyeonhim.Whowasthisnew

enemy?Itkilledhimnotknowingandhewantedto

protecthisfamilybynottellingthem,hedidnot

wanttostressthem.

Nsika:"SoonI'mgoingtotheVillagesoI'msure

yourstalkerhasbackedoff".

Khulanikeptquiet.

Nsika:"Ithinkit'ssomeoneharmlesswhoisjust



obsessedwithyou".

Khulani:"Idon'tknowreally,maybeyoucangoafter

allthis..please".

Nsika:"Comeon,nothingwillhappentome..there

isanewprojectofbuildinganewschoolsowhen

themayorputthatprojecttoworkIhavetobethere".

Khulani:"OhthetenderthatBarutiisbusywith?".

Nsika:"What?NoIdoubt...thatschoolwillbebuilt

andBarutiwillbethelastpersontogethishandson

thattender".

Khulani:"Makesurehedoesn't".

Khulaniwasworkingfromhome,hewenttothe

kitchenforacupofcoffee,toomuchcoffeeisnot

goodforoneshealthandheknewexactlybutwith

histendencyofdrinkingcoffeewheneverhewas

stressed,hecouldnothelpit.

Amocameandwaitedforhimtomovenexttothe

fridgeandKhulanistoodthereabitlongeron

purpose,hewantedtohearherspeak.

Shekeptquietpatientlywaitingforhimtomovenext



tothefridge,but,Khulanididnotmove.

Amo:"CanIhaveabottleofwater".

Helookedather,forthefirsttimehelookedather.

Shewasthemostbeautifulgirlwithsmalleyesand

abeautifulfacestructure,hestaredather,studying

her..notevenoncehasheeverlookedather,she

wasverybeautiful.

Amo:"What'swrong?".

Khulaniblinked.

Khulani:"Uh-sorry-mymindisallovertheplace".

Amo:"Ineedwater".

Hemovedfromthefridge..

Khulani:"Youknowthere'salsoplentyofwaterin

thediningroomfridge".

Amo:"Ithoughtthatwasyourwaterbutthanks".

Helifteduphiscupstarringatherbeautifulsmall

bodyasshewalkedout.Hewentbacktoworkand

startedwiththepaperwork,hismindwasonAmo,

howstupidishenottonoticethemostbeautifulgirl



justrightinfrontofhim.Heshookhishead

remindinghimselfthathedoesn'tlikeher,it'sjust

business.

Heburiedhimselfwithworkuntillate.

Hereceivedanemailonhispersonalcomputer.It

read:

KHULANI

Ifinallyfoundtherightwaytocommunicate,Letters

areoldschooldon'tyouthink?Yourpersonal

assistantisrecoveringwellbutIwon'thavemercy

onthenextvictim.SixdaysnowZondoorshouldI

sayMothupi.

.

Theemailchangedhiswholemood,hereplied.

-Whoareyou?Whatdoyouwantfromme?".

.



Afewminuteslater,hegotareply.

KHULANI

SoonyouwillknowwhoIam,Idon'twantyour

money,Iwantyou,giveupeverythingthatyouhave

andwhenyoudoIwillknowtheniwillcometoyou.

.

Afterreadingtheemailhegotveryconfused,ifthis

persondidnotwanthismoneyorthecompany,who

isthisperson...

Hewrotebacktheemail:

-Youareoutofyourmind!Iwillgotothepolice!

.

Itwasn'tlongwhenhegotthemessageback:



-YourGrandfatherisnext!

.

Khulanipushedthelaptop..

.

.

.

.

Amo:"I'msorrytodisturbbutyourgrandfatheris

here,hesays-".

Shestoppednoticinghisredeyes.

Amo:"I'msorrytodisturb".

Shesaidwalkingout,KhulanirealizedthatAmowas

treatinghimdifferentlybutthatdidnotsurprisehim

becausethatiswhatheaskedfor.Hefixedhimself

andwenttothesittingroom.

Hewantedtobreakthenewsbutseeinghowhappy

theywere,hedidnotwanttohurtthem.Thatwas

theproblemwithKhulani,helikedprotectingthe

oneshelovedevenwhenitmeanthurtinghimselfin



theprocess.

Kgosigale:"Youlookterrible".

Khulani:"Iknow,Ihavebeenburyingmyselfwith

work".

Kgosigale:"Don'toverworkyourself".

Nsika:"He'saworkaholicmaybehewilllistento

you".

Kgosigale:"Doyouevenhavetimeforyourwife?".

Nsikalaughed,Khulanididnotexpectthatquestion.

Kgosigale:"Amoishegivingyouhistime?".

Thatquestionfeltabitawkward.

Amo:"Wearegood".

Shelied,Kgosigalestayedabitwithhisgrandkids

andlaterwenthome.ItwasonlyAmoandKhulani

leftintheroom.

Khulani:"Whydidyoulietopops?".

Amo:"Aboutwhat?".

Sheaskedwithasarcasticsmile,Khulanididnotsee



asarcasticsmile,hesawabeautifulsmilewithpure

whiteteeth.

Amo:"Wearehusbandandwiferight?Soyour

grandfathershouldn'tknowwhatisgoingonhere".

Khulaniwaspuzzledbythat,Amostoodup.

Khulani:"Ifwearehusbandandwifeasyousay

thenwhyareyougoingleavingyourhusband

behind?".

Amolookedathim,wasthisguyevenserious?She

askedherself.

Amo:"Look,weareonlyhusbandandwifewhenour

grandfather'sarehere".

Khulani:"Ohfairenough".

Amodidnotunderstandhimatall...

Amo:"Whatexactlyisyourproblem".

Khulani:"Ithinkit'stimeyoufulfillyourdutiesasa

wife,don'tyouthink?".

Amo:"Excuseme?".

Khulaniwastryingtobenicebuthecouldn't,after



hisgirlfriendNandibrokehisheart,hehadnotime

forgirls.

Khulani:"GoodnightAmogelang".

Heleftherconfused,Khulaniwasstressed,hetook

alongshowerbeforebedandwascertainthatthe

followingdayheneededtorest,hewasemotionally

andphysicallytired.Hewokeuplatethefollowing

day.

Nsika:"Areyoualright?".

Khulani:"Yeahwhy?".

Nsika:"Ithinkthereissomethingwrongwithme,I

don'tgetdreamsanymoreandsomethingfeelsvery

strange".

Khulani:"Wellifyoudon'tdreamanymorethat

meanseverythingisfineright?".

Nsika:"Butsomethingdoesn'tfeelright,Icanfeelit".

Khulani:"Somethinglike?".

Nsika:"YouknowI'matthepointwhereIdon'twant

nodramainmylife,I'matpeacebutthisiseating

mypeace".



Khulani:"Nsika,let'ssayyoufindyourselfina

situationwhereyouhavetosacrificeyourselfin

ordertosavetheonesthatyoulove..whatwould

youdo?".

Nsika:"ForyoumanIwillsellmysoultothedevil".

Hesaidlaughing,Khulaniknewthathisbrother

woulddoeverythingforhim.

Nsika:"What?Areyoustillreceivingletters?".

Khulani:"No,notatall..Iwasjustasking".

Nsika:"Goodthen".

Khulani:"Amogelangisbeautiful".

Nsika:"Excuseyou?".

Khulani:"NolikeImean,Ihaveneverlookedather

untilthispastweekend".

Nsika:"Wow".

Nsikalaughedsohard..

Nsika:"She'sindeedbeautiful,youarestartingto

likeher,right?".



Khulani:"No,Idon'tlikeherImeannotinthatway".

Nsika:"Whateveryousaybrother".

Khulanikeptoncheckinghisemailsbuttherewasn't

anyfromthe"anonymous"person,itwasalljust

businessmessages.RyanwasoutofICUand

recoveringwellwhichmadeKhulaniveryhappy.

Amo:"Khulani,Nsikaissick".

Khulaniwasstartingtofallasleepinhisofficewhen

Amowalkedin.Herushedtotheloungefindinghis

brotherdoingthemoststrangestthingshehas

neverseen.

Khulani:"Nsikawhat'swrong?".

Nsika:"Idon'tknow".

Kgosigalewhowasonhiswaywasalreadycalled,

Nsikalookedsick,verysick.

Kgosigale:"Weshouldtakehimhome,I'msurethe

ancestorsareangry".

Khulani:"Angryaboutwhat?".

Kgosigale:"NsikaistheChiefandshouldstayinthe



villagetoservehispeople,wedidnottellthe

ancestorsthatheiscominghere,weweresupposed

toreportfirst".

Khulani:"Youaretakinghimbacktotheriver?".

Kgosigale:"No,hehastogobackhome".

Nsika:"No,theancestorsarenotangry".

Khulani:"Thenwhatishappening?".

Nsika:"Theancestorshaveturnedtheirbackson

you,theydon'trecognizeyou".

HesaidthattoKhulani.

Khulani:"Whatdoyoumean?".

Nsika:"ThesedaysIseeyouwalkingnakedinthe

darknessalone..nooneisprotectingyou,the

ancestorsturnedtheirbacksonyou".

Khulani:"Butwhy?WhatdidIdowrong?".

Kgosigale:"I'msurewecanfixthis".

Khulani:"Fixwhat?WhatdidIdowrong?Youtold

metochangethewayIam,totakeoverthe

companyandtogetmarried....Ididallthatwithno



questionsasked,whatmoredotheywantfromme?

Haven'ttheytakenenough?".

Kgosigale:"Calmdownson,I'msurethereis

somethingthatwearedoingwrong".

Khulani:"Iamtired,thismakesmesick".

Kgosigale:"Khulanicalmdown".

.

.

.

.

Hegotangry...

Kgosigale:"Nsikawhataretheancestorstelling

you?".

Nsika:"TheyhaveturnedtheirbackonKhulani,I

triedtogetaclearpicturebutI'mnotgetting

anything".

Kgosigale:"Buthowisthatpossible?".

Nsika:"Idon'tknow,KhulaniisatrueMothupibutI



don'tunderstandwhytheancestorsaredoingthisto

him".

Kgosigale:"It'smyfault,Ihaveneverintroducedyou

twototheancestorsbutbecauseyouhaveacalling

itsdifferent,Ihavetointroduceyoutwotothe

ancestors"

Amoexcusedherselflongbeforetheconversation

started..Khulanididnotcommentanylongeronthis

conversationhestoodupandwenttoAmo's

bedroom.

Khulani:"SorryIthoughtitwaslocked".

Amo:"Oh,Okay".

Thatwasawkwardtobothofthem.

Khulani:"Canwetalk?".

Amo:"Sure".

Khulani:"Didyouhaveaboyfriendbeforethis-I

meanbeforewegotmarried".

Amo:"No,you?".



Khulani:"No,butIhadagirlfriendthatIreallyliked

butthingsdidn'tgoasplanned".

Amo:"Sorry".

Khulani:"Look,IknowthatI'mthelastpersonwho

canaskthisfromyoubutIneedafavour".

Amo:"Anything".

Khulani:"Ihavealotgoingonandi-okayIneeda

divorcebutIwantittostaybetweenus".

Amo:"Adivorce?".

Khulani:"Iknowit'salotbutdoyourememberthe

lettersthatIhavebeengetting?".

Amonodded.

Khulani:"ThatpersonwantsmeImeanhewantme

togiveupeverythingthatIhave,Iwilltalktothe

company'slawyertomorrowandtellhimtodrafta

divorcesettlementbutIneedittobedoneintwo

days..Iknowthatit'salotthatI'maskingfromyou

butpleasekeepthisbetweenus,iwilltransfer

everythingihavetoyourname".

Amo:"Areyououtofyourmind?Idon'tneed



anything".

Khulani:"OkayIwilldonateeverythingtocharity

then".

Amo:"Whatisreallygoingon?".

Khulani:"You,Nsikaandmygrandfatherwillbehurt

ifidon'tgiveupeverythingokay,youguyswillbe

hurt".

Amo:"Talktoyourgrandfatherandmygrandfather,

theywillhelpyou".

Khulani:"No,it'sfinemyPAisalreadyhurtsoIdon't

wantthattohappentoanyoneelseandbesidesmy

ancestorsdon'tevensupportme...mylifeisjusta

mess".

Amo:"OkayIwillhelpyou...doyoureallyneeda

divorce?".

Khulani:"No..Divorcewasthelastthingonmymind,

IjustneedapaperworkthatwillprovethatIhave

leftyou,thecompanyandeverything...actually

anythingtoprovethatI'mbrokeandpooragain".

Amo:"Iwon'tquestionyourdecisions".



Khulani:"Thankyou".

Amodidnotunderstandanythingbutsheagreedto

whatKhulaniwasasking,hemanagedtogeta

lawyerwhogothimaffidavitproofedlettersthat

showedhesignedthedivorcepapersandhanded

everythingtoAmo.

Khulani:"Pleasepromisethatthiswillstaybetween

us".

Amo:"Notevenyourbrother?".

Khulani:"NotevenmybrotherandtodayI'm

meetingthepersonwhohasbeensendingme

letters".

Amo:"Whatifhedoessomethingterribletoyou?".

Khulani:"Atleasthewon'tharmyouguysorand

anotherfavorplease".

Hestoodupandcheckedthenumbersonhisphone

andwrotethemdown.

Khulani:"ThisisMrsWyatt,she'sanPIthatIhired

tolookformymother,pleasekeepintouchwithher,

Ibelievethatmymomisstillalive".



Amo:"Areyousure?".

Khulani:"YeahI'msure".

Hewenttohisemailsandwrote:

-Ihavegivenupeverything,gotproofalso.

.

Withinafewsecondshereceivedanemailback:

KHULANI

-ThatIalreadyknow,meetupoutsideyourcompany,

ifyoubringpoliceIwillknow.

7pm

.

Amosawtheemail.

Amo:"Iwillnotlivewithmyselfifanythinghappens

toyou,pleasestopthis".



Khulani:"Youwanttodie?Thispersonknows

everything,heiswatchingussopleasedon't".

Amo:"WhatwillItellNsika?".

Khulani:"Tellhimtokeepservinghisstupid

ancestors,Amogelangthanksforeverything..butI

havetogo".

ShetriedtotalkbutKhulanijustleft,herequestedan

ubertothecompanyeventhoughitwasearly.He

seatedontheentrancewatchingpeoplepassingby,

atexactly7pmhereceivedaphonecall.

Khulani:"Hello".

Voice:"Cometotheparkinglot".

Heinhaledandexhaleddeeplyashewalkedtothe

parkinglot,notmanycarsweretherebuthesawa

silvergreycarthatwasparkedfromafarandwalked

toit,theguyopenedthedoorwelcominghim.

Him:"Dontaskmeanything,getin!".

Hefollowedtheorders,thedrivewaslessthenan

hour,theyarrivedatafourroomhouse.

"Zondo,Ineverthoughtyouwillmakeitjustintime".



Helookedbackwantingtoseethepersonwhowas

speaking.Henearlyfaintedseeingtheguystanding

infrontofhim,theykilledhimandburntthehouse,

howcomeishealive?Khulanihadsomany

questionsbuthewasnotdreaming,theguyinfront

ofhim-,BonganiMbathawasinfrontofhim.
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Hewasshockedbutwhenhelookedclosely,this

personwastallerandmoreslimmerthanBongani.

Buttheirfacialfeatureswerethesame.Hemoved

closertohim.

Him:"Ithoughtit'sonlyJesuswhowokefromthe

dead,whydoyoulookshocked?".

Khulani:"Whoareyou?Whatdoyouwantfromme?".

Him:"Youkilledmybrother,maybeIshouldalsokill

yours,aneyeforaneyeright?".

Khulanistudiedhim.

Him:"Ialwaysknewitwasnotanaccident,Ididmy

owninvestigation,hisneighborsawyouandyour

brotherwalkinginbeforethefireerupted...withmy

furtherinvestigationIfinallygotthetruth".

Khulani:"Wedidnotkillyourbrother".

Him:"Yourlittlecousintoldmewhatsheheard



betweenyouandyourbrother".

Khulani:"Mycousinwho?Hlelo?".

Him:"Idon'tknowhernamebutwheniputtwoand

twotogether,IfoundthepersonwhokilledBongani..

ohwherearemymanners,I'mNathiMbatha".

Khulani:"Whatdoyouwant?Money?".

Nathi:"Iwantmybrother".

Khulanikeptquiet.

Nathi:"Hiswifeisawidow,hiskidsdoesn'thavea

fatherandIdon'thaveabrotheranymore...Ihave

enoughprooftothrowyoutojail".

Khulani:"I'msorryokay,itwasamistake,hewanted

-yourbrotherwasnotinnocent".

Nathi:"Whatdidhedo?".

Khulani:"Hetriedtoforcemetosleepwithhim".

Nathilaughedveryhard.

Nathi:"Youaregay?".

Khulani:"IamnotGay!Butyourbrotherwas".



Nathi:"YoukilledhimbecausehewasGay?".

Khulani:"Nohe-".

Nathi:"Youburnthisbody,doyouknowhowpainful

burningis?Youwillpayforthis".

.

.

.

.

AmowaitedthewholenightforKhulanibuthenever

returnedhome.

Amo:"DidKhulanicallyou?".

Nsika:"Nohedidnot,why?".

Amo:"Nothingi-hepromisedmesomething".

Nsika:"Ohreally?".

Amoavoidedbeingaskedmorequestions,shetook

outhercellphonepretendingtocallsomeone.

Nsika:"Look,Ihavetoleavetomorrowfirstthingin

themorning,themeetingIwillbeattendingstarts



aroundnoonsobymidnightIwillbebackhome,tell

Khulani".

Amo:"Okay,Iwilltellhim".

Shewantedtotellhimsobadbutthenremembered

thepromiseshemadetoKhulani..Nsikaleftinthe

earlyhoursofthemorning.

.

.

-Baruti

MmeMothupi:"Whenisyourchiefcoming?".

Baruti:"I'msurebeforethemeetingstartsbutwhatI

knowis,hewillbetheonestandinginmywaytoget

thattender".

MmeMothupi:"Youhaveallthesepoliticiansby

yourside,nothingwillgowrong".

Baruti:"IthinkhavingNsikatocomehereisagreat

idea,IwillgetwhatIwant".



MmeMothupi:"Youarestillgoingaheadwiththis?".

Baruti:"Iwillnotbackdown,Ineedwhatbelongsto

meback,MapuleleftmebecauseIhavenothing

now".

MmeMothupi:"Itprovesthatsheneverlovedyou,

shelovedwhoyouwereandnowthatit'sallgone,

shevanished".

Baruti:"Let'sforgetabouthermother,iseverything

setupinthemeetingroom?".

MmeMothupi:"Yesitis,letmegodoublecheck".

Barutipreparedeverything,hedidnotwantthingsto

gothewaytheydidlasttime,thiswashisonly

chancetogetbackontop.Everyonestartedarriving

includingthechief,themeetingwasasuccessto

everyoneexceptforBaruti.Nsikamadesurethatthe

schooltenderfellintherighthandssothatevery

villagerwouldbenefitfromit,HeknewthatBaruti

hadhisownintentions,andhisintentionsdidnot

includethecommunity.

MmeMothupi:"Ithoughtyourgrandfatherwillalso

come".



ItwasthefirsttimeshespokedirectlytoNsika.

Nsika:"Heisbusy".

MmeMothupi:"Howishe?".

Nsika:"Heisgood".

MmeMothupi:"Okayhaveasafetrip".

Thatwasabitawkward,Nsikagotintothecar,the

driverhehadwasacompanydriver,heknewhis

waysinandaroundthevillage,heworkedfor

MothupiGoldformorethanfifteenyears.

Nsika:"Isthisthecorrectway?".

Driver:"Yesitistheshortcuttotown".

Nsikarelaxedhisbodyandgotreadyforthenap,the

meetingwasverytiring,hedidnotevenremember

someofthethingsthatweresaid,heonlypaid

attentiontotheoneshethoughtwereimportant.

Hispowerfulnapwasdisturbedwhenthecar

stopped.

Nsika:"Whyareyoustoppinginthemiddleof

nowhere?".



Thedriverkeptquietandgotoutofthecar,twomen

cameandforcedNsikaoutofthecar,hetriedto

fightthembuttheywerestrong.Nsikawastakento

theplacethatlookedlikeacave,tiedupwitharope,

hecriedforhelpbutnoonecame.

.

BarutiwenttoseeMrMoeketsi.

MrMoeketsi:"Whatisthismandoinghere?".

Baruti:"Pleasehearmeout,Ihavehim,Ihavewhat

youaskedfor".

Hestoppedandlookedathim.

MrMoeketsi:"YouhavetheChief?".

Baruti:"YesIhavehimandI'msurethistime,itis

him".

MrMoeketsi:"Ineeddrums,acow,You..bringmy

bag".

Theatmospherechanged,Theyallrushedtothe

forest,MrMoeketsicouldnotbelieveit,theChief's

bloodwasnotonlygoingtochangeBaruti'slife,it

wasalsogoingtomakeMrMoeketsipowerful.



MrMoeketsi:"Whereishe?".

Barutilookedatthemenhecamewith.

Baruti:"Bringhim!".

Nsikalookedweak,veryweak..theydraggedhimout

ofthecave.

MrMoeketsi:"It'shim,it'sreallyhim!".

ItwasunbelievabletoseetheChiefinfrontofhim,

notjustaChiefbutthechiefwhoinitiatedinsidethe

hugeKgosigaleriver.

MrMoeketsi:"Undresshim!".

Hesaidwalkingaroundthefire.

MrMoeketsi:"TodayIhavedonewell,youwillbe

proudofme,thegreatonewhodrinksinthegreat

riversofthisvillage,youwillbeproudofme".

Hegatheredtheinsenceandotherherbstogetherto

burnthem.

MrMoeketsi:"Takeoffyourclothes".

HedirectedatBaruti,hedidashewastold.



MrMoeketsi:"Therainmustpourtothegreatrivers,

theeldersarethirsty,themustpourtothegreat

rivers..(Singing)".

HetookarazorandcutNsika,Nsikagroanedinpain,

Moeketsimadesurethathegotallthebloodhe

neededfromNsika'swound.Hemixeditwithherbs

andinstructedBarutitodrink.

MrMoeketsi:"Drink!Drink!Yourlifedependsonthis,

yourwealthdependsonthis,DrinkChild,Drink!".

Afterdrinking,MrMoeketsicutBarutiwitharazor

andclosedthewoundcutswithherbs(Muti).

MrMoeketsi:"Getdressedandgohome,don'tever

lookback".

Baruti:"Whatabouthim?FinishhimoffIdon'twant

anytroubles".

MrMoeketsi:"Leavehimtome,Go!".

Henoddedandquicklygotdressed,hethrewthe

lastglanceatNsikaandranoff.

MrMoeketsi:"Bringhimhere!".

HestartedsingingandtakingNsikatothecave



wherethesnake(hisGod)was.

MrMoeketsi:"ThisisyourGiftmyGod".

.

.

.

.

Nathi:"Let'sthinkofhowyougonnapayforwhat

youdidtomybrother".

Khulani:"Killmeonce-".

Nathi:"Killyou?Wellthat'sanidea".

Nathistoodupandleft,Khulaniknewthathewas

notgoingtowalkoutalive.Hewaspreparedfor

anythingbutitmadehimworryabouthisbrother,he

thoughtmaybeNsikawasworriedabouthimwhere

hewas.Hestayedintheroomhandcuffed.Hewas

tiredandhishandshurtmorethananything.

Minuteslateraguycameback.



Him:"Ifyoutrytorunaway,Iwillshootyou".

Heunlockedthehandcuffsanddraggedhimtothe

roomwhereNathiwas,Bongani'swifeandkidswere

there.

Nathi:"Youseewhatyoudid?Hiswifelostherjob

becausethetraumawastoomuchandthehouse

couldnotberecovered".

Khulanilookedatthewifewhodidnotevenwanted

tolookathim,Khulanishookhisheadlookingat

Bongani'sfamilywhothoughthewasallinnocent

buthecouldnotsayanything.

Khulani:"Iwillgiveyoumoney".

Nathi:"Richpeople!Whataboutmybrother?You

willbringhimback?".

Khulani:"Nobut-".

Nathi:"Whataboutjail?".

Khulani:"Fine,havemearrestedthen".

Theylookedathim.

Nathi:"Youwillgotojailbutfornowthereis



somethingyouwilldoforus,tomorrowyouare

goingtoKwa-Maphumulo-".

Aguycuthimoff..

Him:"Idon'tthinkheisarightpersonforthisjob,

areyouavirgin?Weneedaninnocentboy,thisboy

haskilledbefore".

Nathi:"Butheowesushislife,hewilldoit.Khulani

thisisMbatha,SenzangakhonaMbatha,thisisyour

job,makeitlooklikeanaccidentorburnhishouse

likeyoudidtomybrother".

Khulani:"Iamnotakiller,whathappenedtoyour

brotherwasamistakebecausehe-".

Nathi:"Thiswillalsobeanaccident,youhavethree

days,theseguyswilltransportyouaround.Theonly

callIneedfromyouiswhenthejobisdone".

Hesaidthatandleftwiththewife,thekidswere

outsideplaying.

Khulanisatonthefloor,hewasdrained..healways

heardthatthethingsyoudowillcomebackand

hauntyouinthefuturebutheneverthoughtitwillbe



likethis.Hewasleftwithtwoguys,buttheotherone

lefttobuyfood.

Khulaniwasfacingdownwhentheguyspoke.

Him:"Areyoucrying?".

Khulanithoughthewasstrongbutnowhis

weaknesseswaswrittenalloverhisface,hewas

crying

Him:"Justbeaman".

Khulani:"Iamnotakiller,whathappenedto

Bonganiwasamistake,Iwasdefendingmyself

whenhetriedtoforcehimselfonme".

Him:"WellthisisKarmaforyouboy".

Khulani:"WhydoIhavetokillanoldman?Ihavenot

nogutstodoit".

Him:"Learn!".

Khulani:"Whoisthisman?".

Him:"NathiandBongani'sfather".

Khulani:"What?".



Him:"I'malsoagainstitbutNathiismyfriend,I

can'tquestionhisdecisions,Hisfatherisrichandif

hediesallhiswealthwillgotoNathi".

Khulani:"Heisaninnocentman!".

Him:"Bonganiwasalsoinnocent".

Khulanididnotunderstandwhywouldasonwant

hisfatherdead,justbecauseheisrich?Khulaniwas

drained,therewasnowayouttothis.Worsehe

didn'tevenknowhowtooldagun.

.

.

.
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Itwastheearlyhoursofthemorningwhen

KgosigalecameatKhulaniandNsika'shouse.

Kgosigale:"Goodmorning".



Amo:"MorningGrandfather,wouldyouliketea?".

Kgosigale:"No,calltheboysforme,their

cellphonesareoff".

Amo:"Uhm-NsikaisnotbackhomeyetandKhulani

well-Ihavenotseenhiminawhile".

Kgosigale:"Whatisgoingonhere?Wheredid

Khulanigo?".

Amo:"Idon'tknow".

Kgosigale:"Whatdoyoumeanyoudon'tknow

wheremygrandsonsare?Thedriverwhodrove

Nsikatothevillageisalsonowheretobefound!Try

tocallthem".

Amo:"Iwill-".

Kgosigale:"Don'ttellmethatyouwill!Doitno-".

Hestoppedtalkingandsatdown.

Amo:"Areyoualright?".

Sherushedforwaterandtriedhelpinghimtodrink

buthepushedtheglassandstooduptoleave.

Beforereachingthedoorhecollapsed.



Amo:"MrMothupi!Areyoualright?Help!Help!".

Thehousehelperrushedtohelp,hewastakentothe

hospital.Amowentwithhim,shewasscaredand

crying.

Doctor:"Hewillbefine,don'tcry".

Amonodded.

Amo:"Whatiswrongwithhim?".

Doctor:"Hisbloodpressureisveryhighwewillneed

tokeephimhereformoretests".

Amo:"Aslongashewillbefine,Ihavetogo,Iwill

comebacktomorrow".

Amowasstressed,shewenthomeandthoughtof

callinghergrandfatherbutsheputthephonedown

whensherememberedthatMothupiproblemswere

nothergrandfather'sproblems.Shewentto

Khulani'sminihouseofficeandwentthroughhis

staff,hefoundRyanthepersonalassistantsnumber

anddialedit.

Ryan:"Ryanhello".

Amo:"Heyuhm-HellothisisAmogelang,areyou



Khulani'sPA?".

Ryan:"Whyareyouaskingmeaboutmyboss?".

Amo:"I'maskingbecauseI'm-Amo,hiswifeandI

needtoseeyou".

Ryan:"OhI'msorryIdidn'tknowwhoyouare,well,I

gotdischargedfromthehospitaltwodaysbackand

Icantdrivebut-".

Amo:"I'msorryIdidn'tknowbutIneedyourhelp,

youdon'thavetodriveanywhere,Ineedyouto

contacttheMothupiGoldITperson,Ineedthat

personasinlikeyesterday".

Ryan:"Iwillsendyouhernumbers".

Amo:"Callthemandtellthemtocomeseemenow

asitcannotwait..please".

Ryan:"Iwilldothat".

Amo:"Thankyou,getwellsoon".

Ryan:"Thankyou,sayhitobo-".

Beforehecouldevenfinish..shehangedup,Amo

keptsearchingthepapersandtryingNsika's



numbershopinghewouldanswerbuthiscellphone

wasstillonvoicemailandshedidnotfindanything

inKhulani'soffice...afterthreehourstherewasa

knockonthedoor,sherusheddownstairstoanswer

thedoor.

Amo:"Hi".

Aladywasstandinginfrontofher.

Her:"HiI'mThato,oneoftheIT-".

Amo:"Comein".

Shewasanxious..

Amo:"I'mAmo,I'mmarriedtoKhulani,Iknowit's

latebutIneedyourhelp".

SherushedtoKhulani'sofficeandcamebackwith

hislaptop.TheITwasconfusedatwhatwasgoing

on.

Amo:"HerearetheemailsthatIwantyoutotrack,

givemedetailsoranything,Iwanttoknowwhosent

them".

Thato:"OkayIwilltakeithomewithmeandIwill

giveyouthefeedbackintwodays".



Amo:"Twodays?Areyouserioustwodays?This

companyisnotpayingyoutotakeyourtime

finishingyourwork!".

Thato:"Thisisnotpartofmyjob".

Amo:"Ohreally?Myfamilyistheonepayingyou

andifyoudon'twantthisjobanymore,leave!Iwill

findsomeoneelse".

Thato:"Looki-".

Amo:"Wewillstaythewholenightuntilyoufinish

whatIwant".

Thato:"YesIwill,I'msorry,Ijustdon'twanttolose

myjob".

Amo:"Good,Tea?".

Sheaskedgoingtothekitchen,Amowasstressed

fromthetipofhertoes.

.

TheycamebackwithfoodandshareditwithKhulani,

heatebecauseofhungerbuthewasstressed.

WhathappenedtoBonganiwasamistake,abit



mistakeandhedidn'tthinkthatdefinedhimasa

killer.Hethoughtofescapingandhandhimselfto

thepolicebuttherewasnowayout.

.

ItwasmidnightandtheITgirlwasstillworkingon

theemailaddress,Amocouldnoteveneatnor

sleep..hereyeswerewideopenwaitingforthenews.

Amo:"atleasttellmeyouaregettingsomething".

Thato:"I'mworkingonthisIPaddresstogetnames

andnumbers,theonlythingIgotisthelocationbut-".

Amo:"Alocation?Whydidn'tyoutellme?Showme".

Thato:"It'sonthe-".

Amoshookherheardandtookthelaptopfromher,

shereadtheaddressandwroteitdown.

Amo:"Findaroomtosleepbutdon'ttouchanything,

therewillbealadyinthemorningtomakeyoufood

incaseI'mnotbackyet".

Thato:"CanIleaveinthemorning".

Amo:"Yesanddon'tsayawordtoanyoneabout



thisnottoevenyourbestfriend".

Amowasnotgoingtotakeanycompanydrivers,she

tookacarandregisteredtheaddressontheGPS

device.Shewasshaking,sweatyandworried,she

didnotknowwhatwasshegoingtofind.Itwas

around2aminthemorningandthelightswereoffin

allthehouses,shereadthehousenumbersuntilshe

foundtheoneshewaslookingfor,shewaited

outsideandtherewasnomovement.Sherealized

thatherplanwasnotcompleteandreturnedback

hometorest.

.

"Wakeup!".

Khulaniwokeupwipinghiseyes.Theguyspoke.

Him:"Yourtargetiscomingheretomorrowsoyou

haveuntilnextweekTuesdaytodothejob".

Khulani:"ThatmeansI'mfreetogo?".

Him:"No,youwillstayhereuntilNathipress

chargesagainstyouandyouarenotgoingtoKwa-

Maphumuloanymore".



Khulanididnotquestionthat,heknewthatitwas

overforhim.Afewminuteslatertheyheardaknock,

theguyopenedthedoor.

Him:"Whoareyou?".

Voice:"I'm-I'msorrytherewasaguychasingme

andIsawthegateopenthat'swheni-".

Shestoppedabit,shewassweaty,youcouldtellshe

wasrunning.No,thatwasaveryfamiliarvoiceto

Khulani.

Voice:"Uhm-canIhavewater,please".

Theguylookedatherfromheadtotoe.

Him:"Comein,sithere,Iwilllookforabottle,we

don'thaveglasses..werecentlyboughtthishouse".

ShecameinandsawKhulanibutshehadtopretend

likeshedoesn'tknowhim,shewaswearingaweave

thatcoveredmostofherfacialfeaturesjustincase

theguysknewher.Therewasanotherguybusyon

hisphone.

AmoandKhulanisecretlykeptstaringateachother.

Themancamewithwater,shedrankallofit.



Amo:"Thankyou,theseguyswerechasingafterme,

I'msorrytojustbudgeinlikethis".

Him:"Noproblem,weareonourwayoutdoyou

needalift?".

Amo:"Ohyeahthankyou,Iwasonmytotheclinic

togetmygrandfather'smedication".

Khulaniwasshockedatherlies,hedidnotknow

thatshewascapableofdoingthatandhewas

impressedbutangryatthesametime,herlifecould

beindanger.

Him:"Iwillgiveyoualift".

Amo:"Thankyou".

Theguydroppedheroffneartheclinicandshedid

notknowtheplacebutsheknewwherehercarwas.

Atthispointshedidnotknowwhattodo,whetherto

callthepoliceornot.Thedistancetotheclinic

wasn'tthatlongandshemanagedtowalktohercar,

shedidnotwanttoleave.Shethoughtofbuying

sconesandpackthemneatlyontheTupperware

andgobacktothehousetothanktheguyfordriving

hertotheclinic.



Amo:"Thatisrisky".

Shestoppedherself,shedrovehomeandmadesure

tocomebackveryearlyinthemorningandparkthe

carafarfromthehouse.

.

.

.

-Khulani

'HowcanAmogelangbesostupid?Whatif

somethingbadhappenedtoher?Hewasangrybut

impressedattheverysametime.

Todaywasthedaywherehewasgoingtomeethis

targetandknowwherehestays,onethinghedidnot

understand,isthatwhywouldasonwanttokillhis

ownfather.Hegotintothecarandtheguystarted

driving,hewasveryanxious.Thedrivewasvery

quiet.Afterthecoupleofdrives,theyparkedinside

thebighouse.

Nathi:"Ohyouguyscame,Comemeetmyfather".



Father?Khulaniwasbeyongconfused,Nathigot

alongwithhisfatherbuthewantedhimdead.

Khulanididnotquestionanything,hefollowedthem

inside.Buthisfatherwasonthephone.

Nathi:"Iguessheisbusy,sithere".

Khulanididnotunderstandwhatwasgoingon.

Khulani:"ButI-".

Nathi:"Youshouldbegladthatyouarenotgoingto

Kwa-Maphumulo,yourjobwillendhere".

MrMbathaputthephonedownandnoticedNathi

andKhulaniintheroom.

MrMbatha:"AhhNkosinathiyouarehere?".

Nathi:"Yesdad,doyouknowtheMothupifamily?

WellthefamousMothupifamily?".

MrMbatha:"Yes?".

Nathi:"Wellsinceyoupushedmetonotbelike

Bonganiandbemorelikeyou,Ihaveaskedthe

Mothupisontocometeachmehowtorun

businesseseventhoughtheirbusinessisdifferent



fromours".

MrMbatha:"Helooksyoung,veryyoung,whatdo

youknowaboutbusiness?".

Khulani:"Uhm-I'manassistantCEOatMothupi

GoldwhichisnotM&MGold".

MrMbatha:"Yourparentsshouldbeveryproudof

you,I'msureyouwillteachmysonwhoiswayolder

thanyouathingortwoaboutbusiness,I'mhappyhe

choseyou".

Khulaninodded.

MrMbatha:"Youwastedtoomuchtimeonalcohol

andeatingmymoney...thisboywillteachyoubutI

thinkyouarealreadytoooldforthat".

NathigotangryandKhulaniunderstoodabitwhyhe

wantedhisfatherdead.MrMbathalefttheroom.

Nathi:"Makesurethatyoudoyourjobbeforethe

endofnextweek".

Khulanistoodup.

Nathi:"Wheredoyouthinkyouaregoing?".



Khulani:"Iwillnotescape,Ineedtimetothink!".

Nathi:"Youbetternot".

Khulaniwassweaty,hesteppedoutsideandlooked

aroundtryingtogethismindtogether,therewere

alsobigtrucksintheyard,MrMbathaalsohada

logisticcompany.Heheardafailedwhistleand

lookedaround,behindthetruckitwasawoman

wearingshadesandasunhat.

Khulani:"I-".

Shehuggedhimtightlyandtookofftheshakes.

Khulani:"Whatareyoudoinghere?".

Amo:"IwasworriedaboutyouandIhadtofindyou,

Ifollowedthecarhereand-howareyou?Didthey

hurtyou?Whatdotheywantwithyou?".

Khulani:"It'salongstory,gobackhome

Amogelang!".

Amo:"Ican't,Yourgrandfatherishospitalizedwell

hehadaheartattackwhenhefoundoutthatyou

andNsikaaremissing".

Khulani:"What?WhereisNsika?".



Amo:"Eversinceheleftforthemeetinghenever

cameback,Iamworriedandhisphoneisoff".

Khulani:"Shit!Dammit!Youneedtogobefore

someoneseesyou,Ihavetogetthisjobdoneand

findawaytocomebackhome".

Amo:"Whatjob?".

Khulani:"Icanttellyoubutpleasegohome".

Amo:"Here,thisphonewillfitinyourunderwearor

anywhere,it'snotregisteredanditonlyhasmy

numbersandenoughairtimetocallme,please

comebacksoon".

Khulani:"Iwill,gonow".

Amoleft,Khulaniquicklyhidthephoneunderhis

underwearandsatontheground.

.

.

TwodayslaterAmostillwaitedforKhulani'scall,

shewastemptedtocallhimbutshealsodidnot

wanttoriskhislife,Therewasaknockonthedoor

andshewenttocheckwhoitwas.



Amo:"Hi,canIhelpyou?".

AGentlemen:"Thisplacelooksdifferent,Ohhi,I'm

BarutiMothupi".

Thename,Amosurelyonceheardofthatname.

Amo:"CanIhelpyou?".

Baruti:"Yes,YouareKhulani'swife?OrshouldIsay

exwife?Thesekidsarefullofgames".

Amo:"HowcanIhelpyouSir?".

Baruti:"Youcanhelpmebytakingallyour

belongingsandleave!Thishousewasspeciallybuilt

forme,Leavethehouse-ohwait,Khulani

disappearedjustlikehisbrother?Iknewthatthese

Zuluboysaregoodfornothing".

Amo:"Thisismyhouse!".

Baruti:"Was,youandKhulaniaredivorced!Goback

whereyoucamefromlittlegirl,goplaywithdollsor

anythinglikethat..Leavenow!".

Amotookhercellphoneandleftthehouse.

Barutismiledathimself.



Baruti:"AhhhSuccessneverfeltthisgood,Who

wouldhavethoughtthatIwillbebackastheCEO

andastheChief".

.

.

.

.

-Iamsorryforkeepingyouwaiting,IamNOT

closingthepage,Iamjustslowinposting..Iam

sorry.
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ThiswastoomuchforAmo,shedidnotknowwhere



shewasdrivingto.ShestoppedattheCoffeeShop.

Herphonerangasexpected.

Amo:"Khulani!".

Khulani:"Hey,howareyou?HowisGrandfather?".

Amo:"Heisgoodbutstillatthehospital,there'sa

manwhojustcameandthrewmeoutofthehouse".

Khulani:"Who?IsitBaruti?".

Amo:"Hesaidso,KhulaniI'mtiredofthis,itriedto

helpbutthisisabovemenow,trytoescapeand

comeback".

Khulani:"Iknow,Barutihadnorighttothrowyouout,

thatisyourhouse".

Amo:"Iknow,Ididn'ttakeanythingIjustleft".

Khulani:"OkayenoughwithSecrets,Thisguyhere

wantsmetokillhisfather,heisblackmailingme".

Amo:"What?Why?".

Khulani:"IwilltellyoubutIcantkillaninnocentold

manandIdon'tevenknowhowtokill".



Amo:"Whoisthatman?".

Khulani:"MrMbatha,heisabigbusinessman,I

cantkillhimAmogelang".

Amo:"Whyisthishappening?".

Khulani:"Amoifyouwanttogobacktoyour

grandfather'shouseIunderstandbutpleasedon't

allowBarutitotakewhatbelongstoyou,Isigned

everythingtoyouevenmycompanyshares".

Amo:"Ihearyou,thisisjusttoomuchforme".

Khulani:"I'msorry,Iwishthingscanbedifferentbut-

".

Amo:"IhavetogoKhulani".

Shehangedup,Shewantedtoleaveeverythingand

gobackhomebutherfamilytrustedhertokeepthis

businessdealandrelationshiptowork.Shedroveto

herfamily'shouse,herparentsstayedinEglandand

herGrandfatherplayedaveryhugeroleinraisingher,

herparentsnevercaredaboutherbutsheforgave

thembecausehergrandfathergavehereverything

shewanted,andLovedher.



Shemissedeverythingespeciallythegarden,she

wouldhelpUnclePetertheGardenmantocleanit.

..wellitwastherapeutic.

Amo:"HelloMme".

ShesaidgreetingtheirHouseKeeper,Makhumalo,

shewasaveryfriendlyZimbabweanladywho

watchedhergrow.

MaKhumalo:"Ithoughtyouhaveforgottenus".

Shehuggedher.

Amo:"IwillcomevisitbutIneedtoseegrandpa,is

hehome?".

MaKhumalo:"Checkhiminhisoffice".

Sherushedtotheoffice,seeinghergrandfathershe

felttearsbuildingupinhereyesbutsheblinked

themawayandhuggedhim.

MrMoroka:"HowareyouPrincess?".

Amo:"I'mgoodIjustmissedyou".

MrMoroka:"Youdon'tlookgoodtome,isthat

familytreatingyouwell,Isweariftheydon'tIwill-".



Amo:"No,I'mfine,howareyou?".

MrMoroka:"I'mwelljuststressedaboutwork,I

wenttovisitMothupiatthehospitalyesterday,is

yourhusbandhandlingthecompanywell?".

Amo:"Uhm-heisawaywithbusinessstuff".

MrMoroka:"SothecompanyiswithoutaCEO?That

cannotbepossible".

Amo:"IknowbutthatisnotwhyI'mhere,doyou

knowMrMbatha?".

MrMoroka:"MrMbathawho?".

Amo:"HeisabusinessmanI'msurefromKzn,he

hasTrucks!Yestrucks,Idon'tknowwhatother

businesseshehas".

MrMoroka:"IthinkIknowalogistictycoon,Iknow

him,whaydoyouask?".

Amo:"Ineedyourhelp,Iwanttoexpandthe

company,M&MGold,Iwantustopartnerwithhis

logisticbusinessand-".

MrMoroka:"It'snoteasytobuildapartnership".



Amo:"Hehasalogisticcompany,wehaveGold,we

needtransportationtotransportourjewelleryor

evenGold,werenttrucksatthemomentbutwithhis

logisticcompanywecanbuildapartnershipwithhis

company".

MrMoroka:"That'saverygoodidea,Iamproudof

you,Iwillthinkaboutit".

Amo:"Ihavealreadythoughtaboutit,andIneed

thistobedone,thisismyfirstdealtoimprovethe

company,Iwantyoutobeproudofmesoplease

daddyproposethisdealtohim".

MrMoroka:"PrincessIhavelotsofworkhereand-".

Amo:"Okayjusttrytosetupameetingwithhim,I

willproposethisdealtohimbutI'maskingyouto

comewithme".

MrMoroka:"Ihaveneverseenyouthiskeenabout

business,Iwillmakeafewcallstoday".

Amo:"Thankyou,Iwillstayheretonightthehouse

isemptysincetheBrothersarenothome".

MrMoroka:"Youdon'tevenhavetoexplainyourself,



thisisyourhome".

Shenoddedandheadedtoherbedroomandfell

asleep,ithasbeenlongsinceshehadapropersleep,

herphonewokeherup.

Amo:"Hello".

Khulani:"Amogelang,areyoualright?".

Amo:"I'mfine".

Khulani:"LookIthoughtaboutit,youcanleave

everythingandgohomebutifithappensthatImake

itouthereIwillgiveyouwhatbelongstoyouokay?".

Amo:"Whataboutyourbrother?".

Khulani:"Idon'tknow".

Amo:"IspoketothePIlastweekandstillthereis

nottraceofyourmother".

Hekeptquiet.

Amo:"YouhavetoomanyproblemsandIdon'tthink

IwillsolvethemallforyoubutIwilltryand-".

Khulani:"Someoneiscoming".



Hehangedup.

Amo:"Ohwell".

Shethrewthephoneinbedandcontinuedtosleep.

.

.

Baruti:"MomIgotmyhouseback,I'mjustwaiting

forthatgirltocometaketheirclothes".

MmeMothupi:"Buthowareyougoingtogetthe

shares?".

Baruti:"Thecompanydoesn'thavetheCEOatthe

momentandIjustsetupthemeetingwiththeboard

members,wewillvotethatboyout,hecantjust

neglectthecompany".

MmeMothupi:"Okaymyboy".

Baruti:"Wewilltalklater".

Barutiwashappy,veryhappythathewasfinally

gettingwhathewanted.Hesetupthemeetingon

thelastminute,luckilytheboardmemberwereon

board...theyagreedtomeetthefollowingdayat



fourintheafternoon.Heworehisbestsuitand

greetedeveryonewithahugesmileinthecompany

wellmostpeopleweregossipingandsomewere

surprisedtoseehim.Theboardmembersarrived

includingMrMorokawhoownedhalfofM&MGold.

Baruti:"Thankyouallforcominginsuchashort

notice,itshowsthatweallwantthesamething,a

brightfutureforthiscompany.WellFatherisatthe

hospitalandanassistantCEOisnowheretobe

found,IhavedecidedtocomebackastheCEOof

thiscompany".

MrMoroka:"Ithinktheboardshouldvoteforthat".

Amocamerunning,shewaslate.

Amo:"Iamsorryforbeinglate,whatarewevoting

for?".

Baruti:"Whatareyoudoinghere?".

Amo:"Iamsorryeveryone,IamAmogelangMoroka

whoisnowaMothupi,myhusbandKhulaniMothupi

whoownshalfofthiscompanyleftmeasanacting

assistantCEOsinceheisawayonbusiness,nowI

don'tunderstandwhywouldanyonecallameeting



withoutinformingme".

Baruti:"Stopbullshittingus,youhavenorighttobe

here".

Amo:"Ihaveeveryrighttobehere,Nsikayomuzi

Mothupigaveallhissharestohisbrotherwhich

makehimImeanus,halfownersofthiscompany,

wehavethemajoritysharesandyousirhaveno

righttobehere.ButthatisnotwhyI'mhere,the

reasonthatI'mhereistotellyouallthatgoodnews,

thatinthepastthreemonthssinceMothupiGold

partneredwithMorokaJewelleryandsinceMy

husbandbecameanassistantCEOourincomehas

increasedby15%whichladiesandGentlemen

makesuscloserinreachingour20%goalwhichwill

placeustothetopandbeingtheLeadingMining

andJewellerycompany,thatwillbeall".

Theyclappedhands,Amodidnotsleepatnight

readinghergrandfather'spapersthatgaveherallthe

informationthatshesharedwiththeboardmembers

andshedidverywell.Themeetingwasadjourned

leavingBarutilookinglikeafool.



MrMoroka:"Iseewhyyouhadasleeplessnightin

myoffice".

Amo:"IlearnedfromthebestbutGrandpa,Ihave

neverranacompanybeforeidon'tevenknowwhat

todopleasehelpmeuntilKhulanigetsback".

MrMoroka:"Iwillbewithyouinthisoffice".

Amo:"Thankyou,ohdidyoumanagetosetupa

meetingwithMrMbatha".

MrMoroka:"Yes,hewillbehereintheboardroomat

10amtomorrow,don'tdisappointme,ittookalotof

energytomakehimagreetomeetwithus".

Amo:"Iwon't".

MrMoroka:"Good".

.

.

.

Barutiwasangryveryangry,hewenttothehouse

veryangryandthrewalltheworkersout.

Hewenttohisbagsthatwerestillunpackedand



tookhisHerbsthathegotfromMrMoeketsi.He

forgottheinstructionsanddecidedtocallhimfor

theconfirmation....hestoppedwhenhe

rememberedthatMrMoeketsiisaverybusy

traditionalist,hurriedly,heheatedupwatertosteam

hisbodyandpouredMutiallaroundthehouse..

Baruti:"UhhhIamback!Andallthiswillreturnback

tome".

.

.

Amospentthewholedayathergrandfather'shome

studying,shehadbeenbeentoameetingbefore

wellshehadbeenwhenshewasyounger,her

grandfathertookhertomostofthemeetingshe

attendedbutsheneverlistenedorpayedattentionto

whattheyweretalkingabout.Thiswasherfirst

meeting.Shesleptverylateatnight,inthemorning

shewasthefirstonetowakeup.

Amo:"Daddy,areyoustillcoming?".

MrMoroka:"Yesyouneedhelpattheoffice".



Amo:"Okay,Iamleavingnow".

Sheleft.Attheparkinglotshejumpedseeingaman

behindher.

Amo:"CanIhelpyou".

Him:"Hi".

Hesmiledandhiseyeswerefulloftearsbuthe

pushedthemaway.Amonoticed.

Him:"Iamsorryforcomingatyoulikethat,Itwon't

benecessarytohavepartnershipwithMrMbatha,

theonlypersonwhoneedstobestoppedishisson".

Amo:"Whoareyou?".

Him:"Thatisnotimportantnow,Ineedyoutocome

withme".

Amo:"Iwillaskagain,whoareyou?Answerme

beforeicallsecurity".

Him:"YoucalledMrMbathahereforameetingand

hissonhasitallplannedthatKhulaniwillhavetokill

himtoday,ifthathappens,Khulaniwillgostraightto

jail.Ifyoucareabouthimyouwilltrustme".



Amodidnothesitate,thegentlemangotinthecar

withherandheknewthedirections.

Amo:"IswearifyoutrysomethingfunnywithmeI

willkillyouwithmyownhands".

Thegentlemansmiledabit.Amotriedtogethimto

tellherhisidentitybuthedidnot.

Him:"Here,takethisbagandputitinthatcar".

Amo:"What?No!".

Hegotoutanddidthejobhimselfwithnoquestions

asked.

Him:"Nowlet'swaitforthemovie".

Amo:"Waitforwhat?IfKhulanigetsintroubleyou

aretheonetoblame".

Afterafewminutessecuritypatrolcarscameand

wenttothecartosearchit,Amoandthegentleman

werewatchingfromafar,minuteslaterthepolice

followed.Nathiandhiscrewwereescortedoutof

theMbathahousehold,Amodidnotevenspeak,she

rushedtothescenetolookforKhulani,shesawhim.

Khulani:"Whatareyoudoinghere?".



Amo:"Shhh,followme!".

Itwaschaoticnoonewouldhavenoticedthem,when

theywenttothecarthegentlemanwasgone.

Amodroveaway.

Khulani:"Ithinkthat'sabigdrugbust".

Amo:"Atleastyouaresafe".

Shewasstillconfusedandaskingherselfaboutthe

gentleman,wheredidhedisappearedto?Amocalled

hergrandfatherandtoldhershewasnotcomingto

themeetinganymore,hewasangrybutheforgave

hislittleprincess.

Shedrovetothenearestbnbtobookaroom.

Amo:"Youneedclothes,whatsizesdoyouwear?".

Khulani:"I-".

Amo:"CoolIwillberightback".

ThatsurprisedKhulani,whywasAmounsettled?she

avoidedtalkingtohiminthecarandnowshewas

actinglikethis.Onherwaytothenearestshopsshe

recievedacall.



Amo:"Hello".

Voice:"Amogelang,youleftyourphoneinthecar

whenyouwenttolookforKhulaniandItookyour

number,sorryfortakingofflikethat".

Amo:"Youarestupiddoyouknowthat?Whatif

someonesawus?WhatiftheythinkKhulaniplanted

thosedrugs?".

Him:"Itookcareofeverything,youhavenothingto

worryabout,justdon'ttellKhulanithatsomeone

helpedyou"..

Amo:"IwillnotlietoKhulani".

Him:"LookafteryourselfandKhulani".

Hehangedup,shegotfrustrated,partofhertrusted

thestranger,shewentbacktothebnbwithclothes

andfood.

Khulani:"Yousavedme,howdidyouknowwhereto

getme".

Amo:"BecauseIriskedmylifetogetyouout,be

happy".

Khulani:"iknowbutNathiisalsoadrugsmuggler?



Lookatthenews,that'sbillionsofrandsworthof

cocaine?".

Amo:"Iriskedmylife,weframedthisstupidguyfor

you".

Khulani:"Youdidthatforme?Amogelangwhatif

youwerecaughtwiththosedrugs?Wheredidyou

getthem?Don'teverriskyourlifelikethatagain!".

Amo:"Areyougonnathankmeornot?".

Khulani:"Okaythankyoubut-".

Amo:"Youneedtobath".

Thegirlwasright,itbeenlongsinceKhulanihada

properbath,Amosteppedoutsideforamomentto

giveKhulaniprivacy,shewasstillstressed,she

calledthegentleman'snumberbutthevoicemail

saidthenumberdoesnotexist.Whoishe?She

askedherself.

Khulani:"Youcancomein".

Amocamein.

Amo:"YoulookcutemaybeIshouldbetheone

doingyourshoppingfromnowon".



Khulani:"Isthatyourwayoftellingmethatyouare

charmedbymylooks?".

Amo:"Youwish,youhavetofindNsika".

Khulani:"Iknow,whereisBaruti?".

Amo:"HewasreadytotakeoverastheCEObutI

stoppedhim,Ihadtolieandsayyouputmein

chargewhenyouleft".

Khulani:"Thankyou,Imeanforlyingandfor

everything,Idon'tevenknowwheretostartlooking

forNsika".

Amo:"Gotothevillage,thatiswherehewaslast

seen,reportittothepolicealso".

Khulani:"Barutiistheproblem,averybigproblem

whatifheisinvolvedinNsika'sdisappearance?".

Amo:"Ialsodon'ttrustthatman".

.

.

.

-Baruti



Hewenttothehospitaltoseehisfather,Kgosigale

wasnotpleasedtoseehim.

Baruti:"Father".

Kgosigale:"Whatareyoudoinghere?Wherearemy

grandsons?".

Baruti:"Youalwaysthinktheworstofme,nursecan

youpleaseexcuseusandclosethedooronyour

wayout".

Thenursenodded.

Baruti:"I'mtakingyouhometoday,ain'tyouhappy?".

Kgosigale:"LeaveBaruti!".

BarutitooktheclothandcoveredKgosigale'smouth,

Hetriedtofightitbuthehadnopower.

Baruti:"Youseefather,Ihavebeengoodtoyou,I

wenttoschoolanddidverywelltoimpressyoubut

youchoseKgosi,whenKgosidied,youtriedtolove

mebutwhentheseboyscame,youturnedagainst

meagain.ThewayIloveyou,Idon'twanttoloseyou,

youwillbemine,standbymysideanddoeverything



Iwant".

HetookouthisMutiandarazor,hemadesmallcuts

inKgosi'sbodyandrubbedMutiinthewounds.

KgosigalewasdischargedthatmorningandBaruti

tookhimhome.Hehelpedhimsleepinhisbedand

startedhissmallceremony,hebathedhimwith

Muthiandforcedhimtodrinksome....hestill

continuedtoapplymoreMuthiinthecutsthathe

made...HethentookascrewfilledwithMuti...

Baruti:"Todayfatherthereisnoturningback".

Hewasholdingahammerwithhisrighthandand

piercedthecrewinKgosigale'shead,hegroanedin

pain,lotsofbloodwascomingout..Baruticontinued

toperformhisceremony.HewantedKgosigaletobe

hislivingTokoloshe(Zombie)

.

.
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Amo:"Ithinkwehavetogohome".

Khulani:"NotuntilBarutiisout".

Amo:"Imeantmygrandfather'shouse,it'smore

homelythere,thenhere".

Khulani:"Okaybutpleasedon'ttellyourgrandfather

aboutallthis,Idon'twanthimtothinkofuslikethat

andtopulloutinthisbusinesspartnership".

Amo:"IfIwantedtotellhimIwouldhavedoneso

longago".

Khulani:"Okaythanks,beforewego,areyousure

thatyourplanwillnotbackfire?".

Amo:"Whatplan?".

Khulani:"Thiswholedrugthing?:.

Amo:"Noitwon'totherwisetheywouldhavealready

startedlookingforusorme".

Amotrustedthestrangerbutshestillwasnotsureif

shecanfullytrusthim.TheywenttotheMoroka

household.

Amo:"Grandpaisnotbackyet,youwillsleepinthis



room".

Khulani:"ButI'mhungry".

Amo:"Thekitchenisdownstairsonyourleft".

Khulani:"Youarenotsowelcominginyourhome,is

thishowyoutreatyourguests".

Amorolledhereyes.

Amo:"MaybeIlearntitfromthebest".

Khulaniwasreallyhungryifitwasforhimhewas

goingtoordersomethingbuthedidnothavea

phoneormoney,hewasbroke.Lookingatthehouse

itwasverybeautiful,ithadmoderndesignshereand

therebutitwasbeautiful.Hewenttothekitchenand

therewaseverythingthere,hewouldmakea

sandwichifhewantedtobuthecravedforahome

cookedmeal.Helookedaroundnoticingthatnoone

wasaround,heopenedallthecupboardsandgot

whatheneeded.Onethingtheirmothertaughtthem

wastobeabletodothingsforthemselves,Khulani

andNsikayomuzicleaned,washedlaundryand

cooked,theirmothertaughtthemeverythingasthey

weretheonlykidsbackhome.Khulanihavenever



cookedanythingfancybutwiththeingredientsin

frontofhimhewouldtrytomakesomethingoutof

nothing.Hecookedriceandbeefstew,whilehewas

busywithpots,someoneclearedtheirthroat,he

jumped.

MrMoroka:"Mothupi".

Khulani:"AhhI'msorryforusingyourkitchensir,I

was-ImeanIamhungryandIwantedahome

cookedmeal,Iwillcleanallthisupand-".

MrMoroka:"Amogelangdidnotmentionthatyou

arecominghere".

Khulani:"IalsodidnotknowthatIwascomingthere

sir".

Khulaniwasnervous,hishandsweresweaty.

MrMoroka:"Callmewhenyoudonecooking,Iam

verystarving".

Thatwasarelief,buthewasnotsurehowhisfood

tasteslike,hefinishedupandwentatAmo'sroom.

Khulani:"Amogelang".

Amo:"Doyouneedsomething?".



Khulani:"YourgrandfathersaidIshouldcallhim

whenthefoodisreadybutIdon'tknowhisroom".

Amo:"Iwillcallhim,wait,youcooked?".

Khulaninodded.

Amo:"ncncncIdefinitelywanttotastethat,butI

needtopreparemymedsfirstbeforeeatingyour

food".

Khulanijustshookhishead,Amodishedupforthem.

Amo:"Areyousurethatyouaretheonewhocooked

this?".

MrMoroka:"Isawhimwithmyowneyes".

Khulani:"Mymothertaughtuseverythingwewere

practicallyraiseddifferentlyfromotherboykids,we

cleaned,cookedanddidallthehousechores".

MrMoroka:"Yourmotherraisedyouwell,

Amogelangdoesn'tknowanything".

Amo:"Daddy!Icanmakebreakfastandtea".

Theylaughedather.

MrMoroka:"Iamgoingtobed,I'mgoingaway



tomorrowAmogelangbutIwillcallyou".

Amo:"Whereareyougoing?".

MrMoroka:"There'sabusinessconferenceI'm

invitedto".

Amo:"Okay".

Hefinishedeatingandheadedtobed.

Amo:"Whenareyouvisitingyourgrandfather?".

Khulani:"TomorrowandI'mthinkingofgoingtothe

village".

Amo:"Iwillbookanaccommodationforyou".

Khulani:"Thatwon'tbenecessary,therewillbea

placetosleep,Ijustneedclothesandtoiletries".

Amo:"Ncaaaawisthatyourwayofaskingmetodo

yourshoppingagain?".

Khulani:"No!ButmaybeyoucandoitwhileIgovisit

Kgosigale".

Amo:"Okayaskme".

Khulani:"Askyouwhat?".



Amo:"letmequoteitforyou'Amocanyouplease

domyshoppingtomorrowbecauseyouhavegreat

tasteinclothes'".

Khulanistaredather.

Amo:"I'mwaiting".

Khulani:"Amogelangcanyoudomyshopping

tomorrowbecauseyouknowwhereallthecheap

clothesaresoldat".

Amo:"Atleastyouasked,Iwillgladlydoso".

Khulani:"Isitmeoryouarealwaysthisannoying?".

Amo:"Don'tmakeyourproblemsmine,cleanthis

up".

Khulani:"I'mnotcrazy,youcleanthisup,Imadeyou

afavorandcooked,cleanthedishes".

Amo:"Ididnotaskyouto".

Khulani:"Clean!".

.

.



.

.

KhulaniwaitedforAmotoreturnwiththeclothes

beforegoingtothehospital,heworetheclothesbut

wasabitskepticaltowalkoutandbeseenbyAmo

intheclothesthatshebought,heknewthathewas

notgoingtoheartheendofit.Onethingherealized

aboutherinthisshortperiodoftimeisthatsheliked

takingcreditbutinagoodwaythough.

Amo:"Facethisside".

Khulani:"Ohfucks,yesIlookgoodthankyou".

Amo:"ItoldyouthatIhavegreattasteinclothes,

youarejustnotgrateful".

Khulanisighedandrolledhiseyes.

Khulani:"I'mgoingnow".

Herequestedtransporttothehospitalandwent

straighttothereceptionwhenhegotthere.

Khulani:"Hello,I'mheretoseeKgosigaleMothupi".



Receptionist:"Whatroomishein?".

Khulani:"I'mnotsure".

Receptionist:"Yousaidhisnameis?Spellitforme

please".

Hedid.

Receptionist:"Hewasdischargedthreedayback".

Khulani:"Discharged?How?".

Receptionist:"Itsayshere,hissonBarutiMothupiis

theonewhosignedthedischargedform".

Khulani:"Howcanyouallowastrangertotake

him?".

Hesaidtakingoff,herequestedtransporttohis

house.Theguardsrefusedtolethimin,hewas

angry.Hehadnochoicebuttogobacktothe

Morokahousehold.

Khulani:"Hetookhim".

Amo:"Whotookwho?".

Khulani:"Barutitookpops,hetookhim".



Amo:"Let'scallthepolice".

Khulani:"Wecan'tcallthepolice,Barutiishisson,

allhedidislegalwejust-Ineedtogotothevillage".

Amo:"I'mcomingwithyou".

Khulani:"No,youhavedonetoomuchalready,Iwill

go".

Amo:"Youcan'tleavemeherealone,Grandpaisnot

hereandIcantbeleftherealone".

Khulani:"Fine".

Amo:"Iwillpackup,wedrive?".

Khulani:"Wewilltakethebus".

Itwasamess,Khulanihadnocontroloverthis,they

bookedabusluckilytheyfoundtheonethatwas

departingintwohours.

Khulani:"AmogelangI'mtired,I'memotionally,

mentallyandphysicallytired".

Amo:"Iunderstand,youhaven'tgottimetorest

sinceyoucameback".

Khulani:"No,it'snotthat,Iwashappy,veryhappyto



findmyfamilybutitkeepsbringingproblemsafter

problemsIamtired,Ijustwannaliveanormallife

likenormalpeopledo".

Amo:"Whereisyourfather?".

Khulani:"Dead,Idon'tevenknowhim,ifNsikais

hereIwouldhaveleftallthisbutheismybrotherI

can'tjustleavewithoutknowingwhereheis".

Amo:"Butallthiswillpass,justfocusonfinding

NsikaandI'msureBarutiwon'tdoanythingtoyour

grandfather".

Nsika:"Yeah,heraisedhimafterall".

Insixhourstheywereinaprivatetransportation

goingtothevillage.Theyarrivedverylateatnight.

Khulani:"Ihatethisplace".

MphorecognizedKhulani,afterallhewasthefirst

personwhofoundhimandhisbrother,thefirst

persontotellthemabouttheirtrueidentity.

Mpho:"Whydidn'tyoutellmethatyouarecoming?".

Khulani:"Itwasnotplanned".



MphogreetedAmo.

Khulani:"Isthatoldwomanhere?".

Mpho:"Yepsheis".

KhulaniledAmoinsidethehouse.

Amo:"Wowthisisahugehouse".

Khulani:"LookIdon'tknowwhichroomyouwill

sleepinorwecanshareoneroomandwe'lldecide

inthemorning".

Amo:"Nothanks,Iwillrathersleepinthepassage,

givemethisroomandyouwillfindaroomyouwill

sleepin".

Khulani:"Amogelangthat'snot-".

Amo:"Bye".

Khulani:"Iwon'tevenlookatyouiwillsleeponthe

floor".

Amo:"Nothankyou".

Khulaniwassincere,hewasnotgoingtotry

anythingfunnywithher,hehadtoomanyproblems

toworryaboutandtouchingagirlwasthelastthis



onhismind.Hefoundaroombuthehardlyslept,he

didnottrustthehouseoranyonewholivedinit.

WhenhewokeuphefoundAmoandMmeMothupi

makingbreakfast..

Khulani:"Goodmorning,weneedtotalk".

MmeMothupi:"Iseverythingalright?Iwasjust

tellingthisbeautifulgirlthatyoushouldhavecalled

andtellmethatyouarecoming,Iwasgoingto

preparesomethingspecialforbothofyou".

Khulani:"Amogelangnow!".

Hedraggedhertothearealounge.

Khulani:"Whatareyoudoing?".

Amo:"Where?".

Khulani:"Whatareyoudoingmakingfoodwiththat

woman?Therearemorethanfivehousekeepersin

thishousewhyisshemakingbreakfast?".

Amo:"Shefoundmemakingfoodandthenshe

offeredtohelp".

Khulani:"Sincewhendidyoulearnhowtocook?Did

youeat?".



Amo:"No!Whatiswrongwithyou?".

Khulani:"Good,youwillnoteat,wecannottrustthis

womanGodIcan'tbelievethatyougoaround

trustingstrangers".

Amo:"Ican'tbelieveyou,you-".

Khulani:"Wearegoingoutforbreakfast,youare

hungryright?Let'sgo".

Amowentupstairsforabagandcameback,

everythingwaspaidforbyAmo,Khulanididnotask

anyofhismoneyback,itwasabitembarrassingfor

hernottoeatthefoodshemadewithMmeMothupi.

Amo:"Thatwasawkward,isn'tsheyour

grandmother?".

Khulani:"No".

Mphowasdrivingthemtotown.

Khulani:"MphohaveyouseenKgosigalehere?".

Mpho:"Youmeanyourgrandfather,noIhavenot".

Khulani:"AndNsika?".

Mpho:"No,why?".



Khulani:"Nsikaismissing".

Mpho:"Howishemissing?Didyoureportittothe

police?".

Khulani:"NobutIwilltoday,Ihavetoprintouthis

picturesfirst".

Mpho:"TheChiefcannotdisappearjustlikethat,I'm

sureheisonholidayorinKzn".

Amo:"Eversincehecamehereforthemeetinghe

neverreturnedhome".

Mpho:"Thatisstrange,Iwillbearound,Ineedtoget

momafewthingsIwillfindyouhere".

Hedroppedthemoffatasmallcoffeeshop.

Khulani:"Lookyoucannottrustthatwomanor

anyoneinthathouse,trustme".

Amo:"Andtheguywhodroveushere?".

Khulani:"Evenhim,heworksforthemsoyoucant

trusthim,Barutiandhismomarenotourfamilythey

arejustevil".

Amo:"Oh".



Shedidnotaskanymorequestions,Amowasnot

thenoseytype.

Amo:"ThisisthelastpicturethatNsikapostedon

Facebook,it'smoreclear".

Khulani:"Okaywewilluseit".

.

.

.

.

Theyfinishedeatingandwenttothenearestprinting

shoptoprintthepictures.

Amo:"Hey!Hey!Wait!".

Khulanisawherrunning,shewassurelyfollowing

someone.

Khulani:"Isthisgirloutofhermind?".

Heranafterher.

Amo:"You!youareyou?..Imeanwhatareyoudoing

here?".



Themanwasembarrassed,hedidnotwantAmoto

noticehim.

Khulani:"Amogelangareyoucrazy?".

Amo:"Meetthemanwho-".

Him:"SorryIhavetogo".

Amostoppedhim.

Amo:"Thisisthemanwhohelpedmegetyououtof

thathouse,thatwashisplan".

HelifteduphisheadandKhulaninoticedhim,he

hadseenhimbutwhere?

Khulani:"Youlookfamiliar".

Hefroze,AmolookedathimandthenatKhulani.

Amo:"Youknowhim?".

Khulani:"Whydidyouhelpme?".

Amo:"Khulanibenice".

Him:"I'minahurry,Ihavetogo".

Heleftthemthere.

Amo:"Youscaredhimwithyourstinkyattitude,



beingnicedoesn'tcostathingKhulaniMothupi".

Khulani:"It'sZondo,KhulaniZondo".

Amowastakenbackbyhischangeofattitude,when

Mphocamebacktheyprintedthepicturesandwent

tothepolicestation,thecaseofamissingperson

wasreported.

Khulani:"IfIweretostartlookingIdon'tknowwhere

Iwillgo".

Mpho:"Thepolicewillhelp,wearenottalkingabout

theordinarypersonhere,thisisthechiefweare

talkingabout".

Khulani:"Andit'smybrother,whereisAmogelang?".

Mpho:"I'msureshe'sinsidethehouse".

Khulaniwentin,hestoppedseeingMmeMothupi

watchingtv.

Khulani:"Howdoesitfeel?".

MmeMothupi:"Khulani,youcansithere".

Khulani:"Howdoesitfeelknowingthatyouhavean

evilson?".



MmeMothupi:"Whatareyoutalkingabout?'.

Khulani:"IfIdon'tfindmybrotherIswearthatI'm

preparedtogotojailforhim,justtellyoursonto

bringbackmybrother".

Khulanistoppedwhenhesawthefamilypictureson

thewall.

MmeMothupi:"Idon'tknowwhatyouaretalking

aboutbutKgosiwouldbeproudtohaveasonlike

you,mayhissoulrestinpeace,youlookexactlylike

him".

Shelefthim,Kgosi,themanwasfamiliar,Khulani

hadseenhiminpicturesbuthelookedgrownin

person.Itwashim,itwasKgosi.Khulaniwent

upstairslookingforAmo.

Khulani:"Amogelang!Howdidthatmanhelpyou?

HowdidheknowwhereIwas?".

Amo:"Hecameoutofnowhereandtoldmethat

youwereintrouble,hekneweverythingandhad

everythingplanned".

Khulani:"Soheisfollowingme".



Amo:"Iwantedtoaskhimbuthevanishedand-".

Khulani:"Noit'sfine,youdon'tneedtoexplain

yourself".

Amo:"Iseverythingalright".

Khulanibrokedownintotears,hecouldnotcontrol

himself.

Khulani:"Ispentalmostmywholelifewantingto

knowwhomyfatheris,Nsikafoughtwithmomand

lefthomebecausehewantedtofindhim,wefound

thisfamilybutthat'swhenourproblemsstarted,all

weeverwantedwastoknowourfamilyandbe

welcomed.AmogelangIdon'twantthatanymore,I

don'twantallthiswealthandexpensivecars,Ijust

wanttoliveanormallifewithmymotherandmy

brothernothingelse,Ijustwantthingstogobackto

thewaytheywere,Idon'twantthisfamily".

Amodidnotknowwhattosay,shehadneverseen

thissideofKhulani.

Khulani:"ThemanwhohelpedyouisKgosi,heismy

fatherbuthedecidedtostayawayfromus,Idon't

evenwanthimanymore,Ijustneedmybrotherand



mymomonly,iwannagobackhome,wehadno

money,noexpensiveclothesandnobighousebut

wewerehappy.Unlikehere,wehaveallthemoneyin

theworldbutstillwearenothappy.Ihatethis,Ihate

ithere".

.
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AmocouldnotcomfortKhulani,shehadneverbeen

inasituationwheresomeonewouldtellhertheirreal

problems,theonlyproblemsshehasheardfrom

peopleareboyfriendproblemsandwhattowear

problems,notproblemsasbigasKhulani'sbutshe

alsodidnotwanttomakehimfeelalone.

Amo:"Cryingdoesn'tlookgoodonyoudoyouknow

that?".

Hekeptquiet.



Amo:"IthinkImisstheoldKhulaniwiththestinky

attitudeandmoodswings,youwereactinglikea

pregnantwomanwhenIfirstcameatyourhouse".

Khulani:"Apregnantwoman?Likereally

Amogelang?".

Amo:"Butyouwereworse".

Khulani:"No,Ihadlotsofproblemsbackthen".

Amo:"Iwasyourproblemdon'tdenyit,butatleast

nowyoulikemeenoughtoweartheclothesthatI

boughtforyou".

Khulani:"What?IweartheseclothesbecauseIdon't

haveachoice".

Amo:"Yousee,That'showmuchyoucare".

Khulani:"Youlikeattentiondoyouknowthat?".

Amo:"Andyoulikemysenseofstyle".

Khulanilookedatherandshookhisheard,heended

uplaughingabit,Amowasproudofherself,atleast

shewasnowseeingthosebeautifulwhiteteethof

his.



Amo:"Okaytiger,let'swaitforthepolice,wewill

findNsika".

Khulani:"Yeahwewillfindhim,IknowthatBaruti

didsomethingtohim".

Amo:"Ialsodon'ttrustthatguy,whatexactlydoes

hewant?".

Khulani:"HewantsthecompanyandtobetheChief,

youknowwhatI'mthinkingofgivingallthattohim

inreturnformybrother".

Amo:"Areyououtofyourmind?".

Khulani:"Itistheonlyway".

Amo:"Youaregivinghimexactlywhathewants,

whatareyougoingtodonext?".

Khulani:"WegobacktoKznandstartover".

Amo:"Youdidnottakeanythingfromanyone,you

havewhatyouhavenowbecauseitbelongstoyou,

besidesyouhavenothingnow,yousigned

everythingovertomeright?AndI'mnotgivingit

backifyouaregivingittothatcrazyguy".

Khulani:"I'mdoingitforNsika,itistheonlywayof



gettinghimback".

Amo:"Idon'tthinkit'sagoodideatogiveBaruti

everythingonasilverplate,Grandfatherwillpushthe

companywhilewearehereandyouneedtodo

somethingaboutthesituationhere".

Khulani:"What?".

Amo:"TakeNsika'splaceastheChief-".

Khulani:"Areyououtofyourmind?".

Amo:"InthatwayyouwilldriveBaruticrazy".

Khulani:"AndhewillkillNsika,doyouwantthat?I

wasthinkingofthreateninghismother".

Amo:"KhulaniGodbroughtyouhereforareason,

youhaveallthiswealthforareason,itiswhatyour

familygavetoyou,itbelongstoyou..Iknowthat

thisistoomuchforyoubutyoucan'tgobackto

poverty.Justfightforwhatisyoursandyour

brother".

Khulani:"Idon'twantitanymore,Ijustneedtosee

mybrother".

Amo:"Cool,thenbeaChief,aChiefhasallthe



rights,youwillhavetherightstoforceBarutito

showuswhereNsikais".

Khulani:"I'mbroke,yousaidityourself".

Amo:"ButI'mnot,tellmewhatweneedtodo".

Khulani:"Idon'tknow,wehavetoaskthatwoman

andIhatespeakingtoher".

Amo:"Let'sgospeaktoher".

Khulani:"Ihateher".

Amo:"Iknow".

Theyfollowedeachothertothediningroom,she

wasnotthere,theyfoundheratthebalcony.

Amo:"It'sverychilledinhere,ohGodthisgardenis

beautiful".

MmeMothupi:"Itistheonlyplaceinthishouse

whereIfindpeace,sitdown".

AmoforcedKhulanitosit.

Amo:"Itlooksverypeacefulandbeautifultoo".

Khulani:"Verybeautiful,whentheChiefwantsto



addresspeopleherewhatdotheydo?".

MmeMothupi:"WhentheChiefspeaks,everyone

listensandthelocalnewspapers".

Khulani:"Doyouhaveaneventplannerhere?".

MmeMothupi:"Yesbutthehousekeepersdoes

mostofthework".

Khulani:"Good,Ineedtoseethem".

MmeMothupi:"Iseverythingalright?".

Khulani:"Everythingisgood,Ineedthevillagersand

thelocalmediatobehere".

Amo:"Actuallywedon'twantittobeabigthing,I

alreadyhaveplansandI'msoexcited".

Khulanistoodupandgatheredallthehousekeepers

andtoldthemtostartpreparingfoodandthevenue

forWednesday.

.

.

Amo:"HeyIthinkIhavemanagedtosendemailsto

themedia,doyouthinktheywillrespond?".



Khulani:"I'msuretheywill".

Amo:"Fingerscrossed".

Khulani:"Istillthinkthisisabadidea".

Amo:"It'sagoodidea,youwillhavemorecontrol

overthissituationandI'msureyouwillbeableto

forceBarutitotellthetruthaboutNsika".

Khulani:"Right".

HewasstillabitskepticalaboutbeingaChief,he

hateditwithallhisheartbuthehadnochoice.

Amo:"Iwillgohelpout".

ThiswasanemergencyandAmowasverymuch

handson,bythefollowingdaythenewswereall

overthelocalnewspapers.

ButpeoplewantedtoknowwhywastheChief's

brotherreplacinghim?Amodideverythingshecould

tohelpout.

Amo:"Mpho,thesetablesshouldbetherenothere".

Mpho:"Theseguysneverlisten,don'tworryIwillfix

it".



Amo:"Cool,thisgardenlooksevenmorebeautiful

now".

Shewasimpressedwithherwork,sherushedinside

thehousetotellKhulaniaboutit.

Amo:"Ihavereallyoutdonemyself,comeandsee".

Khulani:"Iwillcome,I'mabitbusy?".

Amo:"Youdon'thavetogooutside,justwatchfrom

thebalcony".

Khulanifollowedher.

Amo:"It'sbeautifulisn'tit?".

Khulani:"Wow,it'sverybeautiful".

Amo:"Ithinkwedideverythingbutweforgotyour

outfit".

Khulani:"Idon'tneedtowearanythingfancy".

Amo:"Butasuitwilldo,youareaChiefsoyouneed

tolookthepart".

Khulani:"Andwhatareyougoingtowear?".

Amo:"Me?Noitisyourdaynotmine,youarethe



onewhoshouldlookgood".

Khulanihalfsmiledandshookhisheard.

Thebothfeltsomeone'spresenceandlookedback.

Amo:"I-".

Khulani:"CanIhelpyou?".

ItwasKgosi.

Kgosi:"Canwetalksomewhere,Imeansomewhere

moreprivate".

KhulaniwantedtoresistbuthefollowedKgositothe

bedroom.Amodidnotfollowthem.

Kgosi:"Khulani-youhavegrown,thelasttimeIsaw

you,youwere-".

Khulani:"Ohyoudidseeme?Andwhatdidyoudo

aboutit?".

Kgosi:"Iamsorry,Ioweyouandyourbrothermy

life".

Khulani:"Whatdoyouwant?".

Kgosi:"WhenIfoundoutthatyouareintroubleI



rushedtoJohannesburgtokeepaneyeonyou,I

couldn'tsaveyourbrother,ItriedthefirsttimebutI

failedthistime".

Khulani:"Whyareyoutellingmethis?Youwant

creditforwhatyoudid?Becausereally,Ididnotask

youtohelpme".

Khulani:"Khulaniyouaremysonihav-".

Khulani:"Youareanabsentfather!Abustard!".

Kgosi:"YoucancallmebyanynamesandyesI

deserveitbutIhadnochoice,Iwasforcedt-".

Khulani:"Idon'tcarewhathappenedtoyou,my

brotherisallthatIcareaboutnow".

Kgosi:"Wewillfindhim".

Khulani:"Youandwho?".

Kgosi:"Barutiisdangerous,youcan'ttakehim

alone".

Khulani:"Isit?Nowletmeremindyou,Ididnotfake

mydeathandleftayounggirlwithtwolittlekidsto

raisealoneandsufferwhenBarutiattacked!Ifaced

him,Itookawayeverythingthatbelongedtohim,



BarutihasnothingnowbecauseIchosenottobea

cowardandnowI'mheretodowhatyouandyour

fatherfailedtodolongago.Barutitookmybrother

becauseItookeverythingfromhim.Sodon'ttellme

whatIwillorwillnotdoalone,Ihavebeenwith

Nsikayomuzifromdayone,heistheonlyperson

whocantellmethat".

Kgosi:"Iwanttohelp,wehavetoworktogetherin

this".

Khulani:"Okay".

Kgosi:"Okay?".

Khulani:"Gotothepoliceandreportyourself,you

areacriminal!Acoldbloodedcriminalwhoranaway

fromhisresponsibilities!Youfakedyourdeathso

youdeservetorotinjail.Iwilldothingsmyownway,

youarenotneeded".

Kgosi:"Iunderstandyourangerand-".

Khulani:"Idon'thaveanger,Ihavehate...ihateyou,

ihateeverythingaboutyou.Ifyoufacedyour

problemslongagomybrotherwouldbehere".



Kgosicouldnotcontrolhistears,helefttheroom.

Khulanisatdownandcriedtoo.

Khulani:"Nsikawhereareyou?Ineedyounowmore

thanever".

Amo:"KhulaniI-".

Khulani:"Getout!".

Shedidnotwaittohearitforthesecondtime,she

wentout.

.

.

.

Amomanagedtogetmostofthethingsthatwere

neededincludingthesuit,sheignoredKhulaniand

understoodthathewasgoingthrougharoughtime.

Khulani:"Whatisthis?".

Amo:"Yoursuit,Iknowit'snotfancybutitlooks

verygood,Ilikethesedetailsan-".

Khulani:"Amogelang".



Amo:"YesIknowyouwilllikeit".

Khulani:"Whatkindofapersonareyou?".

Amo:"Whatdoyoumean?".

Khulani:"Iscoldedyouyesterdaybutyouarestill

herepretendinglikenothinghappened".

Amo:"YouwerehavingoneofthosedaysI

understandweallhaveoneofthosedaysyouknow".

Khulani:"Youarestrangebutthankyoufor

everythingthatyouaredoing,Idon'tknowhowto

repayyouandI'msorryforshoutingatyou

yesterday".

Amo:"Don'tworryI'moveritandyoudon'thaveto

thankmeyet,thankmewhentheceremonyisover

wellfitthissuit".

Khulani:"Youreallyareagreatfriendhey,thanks".

Amo:"AgreatfriendYeah,nowcallmewhenyou

donefitting".

Khulani:"Cool".



AmoWenttoherbedroom,shestilldidnotknow

whattowear,shedidnotbringanythingspecialwith

her.Someonewalkedinandquicklyclosedthedoor.

Amo:"Whatareyoudoinghere?".

Kgosi:"I'msorryIhadtocomeinbeforesomeone

seesme".

Amo:"Areyoureallytheirfather?".

Henodded.

Kgosi:"AlothappenedbutrightnowIneedtofind

Nsika".

Amo:"Khulanidoesn'twanttoseeyou".

Kgosi:"IknowandIdon'tblamehim".

Amo:"Whyareyouhiding?Youarescaredthatyou

willgetarrestedbecauseyoufakedyourdeath?Well

Iheardyourconversation".

Kgosi:"No,IwillnotgetarrestedIhavesomeone

whotookcareofthat,Ijustdon'twantattentionright

now,ourfamilyisinthepubliceyeandpublicityis

thelastthingIneed".



Amo:"Soyouwillhidefortherestofyourlife?".

Kgosi:"No,IneedyoutotalktoKhulani,helistens

toyou,tellhimthatwehavetoworktogethertofind

Nsika".

Amo:"I'm-".

Kgosi:"Please,therearethingsIneedtotakecare

ofrightnow,talktohim".

AmodidnotlikegettingtooinvolvedinKhulani's

personallife,speciallywhenitincludeshisfather.

Thefollowingdaywastheceremony,Khulaniand

AmowantedeveryonetoknowthatKhulaniistaking

overuntilhisbrotherreturnshome.Everyonehad

lunchandleft.

Amo:"Itwasasuccess,whereisyour

grandmother?".

Khulani:"Don'tcallherthat,Idon'tknowwhereshe

is".

Amo:"Ibarelysawherinthelastcoupleofdays".

Khulani:"Thatisgoodnews,Mphopleasetellallthe

workerstocomehere,now".



Amo:"Whyareyoucallingthem?".

Khulani:"I'mdoingmyjobasthenewChief".

Amo:"WellcongratulationsChief".

Mphocamebackwithalltheworkers..theywere

many.

Khulani:"Thankyouallforcomingheresofast,Iwill

notwastetime,letmegetstraighttothepoint.As

youallknowthatIamthenewChief,everyoneof

youwillfollowmyorders,Ineedtoworkwithpeople

whoIcantrust,begoodtomeandIwillreturnthe

favor.Idon'tlikeuntrustworthypeople,ifIfindany

mistakesofbeinguntrustworthyIwillfireyou.Inthis

houseyouwillonlytakeordersfrommebecauseI

amtheonewhowillpayyoursalaries,forgetabout

Barutiandhismother,focusonfindingthemissing

chiefandtakingcareofthishome,afailuretodoso,

youareout!Youcanallgobacktowork".

Everyoneleft.

Mpho:"Whatwasthat?".

Khulani:"Whatwaswhat?Areyouquestioningme



Mpho?".

Mpho:"NoIwas-".

Khulani:"Youwaswhat?Ineedtoknowwhichside

areyouon?

Mpho:"OfcourseIamonyourside".

Khulani:"Good,findmybrotherbecauseIcannot

trustanyonewhoIfoundhereworkingforBaruti".

Mphonoddedandleft.

Amo:"Areyoualright?".

Khulani:"Iseewhatyouweretalkingabout,taking

overisnotactuallyabadthing".

Amo:"Itoldyou".

Shewasproud,shewentclosertohimandhugged

himtightly,shefoundherlipsonhisbutKhulani

jumpedback,well,itwasawkward.

Khulani:"I-".

Amo:"I'msorry,Ishouldn'thavedonethat,Idon't

knowwhatcameoverme".



Khulanikeptquiet,Amowalkedoutoftheroom.It

didnottakelongforMphotoreturnback,hewanted

toprovehisloyaltytoKhulani.

Mpho:"Chief,thepolicehavestartedthesearch".

Khulani:"Thanksforlettingmeknow".

Mphowalkedout.

Khulani:"Mpho,Ineedyoutodoonemorethingfor

me,SummonBaruti,tellhimtheChiefneedshim

andit'surgent,heshouldbeherebytomorrow,ifhe

failstodosoactionwillbetakenagainsthim".

Mpho:"YesI'monit".

MmeMothupi:"Whathasmysondone?".

Sheaskedsittingdown,thehousekeepercamewith

atrayoftea.

Khulani:"Whoseteaisthat?".

Housekeeper:"It'sforMrsMothupi".

Khulani:"MrsMothupiisupstairs,mywife".

He,himselfwastakenbackbywhathejustsaid,he

sawAmoacrosstheroomlookingveryshocked.



MmeMothupi:"It'smine".

Khulani:"Iforgottomakethisclear,Iwillnotpay

thesepeopletoworkforyou,tellyoursontohireyou,

yourownworkers".

MmeMothupi:"Whatdoyoumean?".

Khulani:"It'seitheryouworklikeeveryoneelseor

youleavethishouse,you,gobacktowhateverthat

youweredoing".

Thehousekeeperwalkedaway.

MmeMothupi:"IamKgosigale'swife,thisismy

house".

Khulani:"Youlostthatrighttocallhimyourhusband

thedayyouallowedyoursonandthatwomantotry

killhim,thisisnotyourhouse,thishousebelongsto

menow,ifyoustillwanttoliveherework!Ohand

pleasecallyourson,tellhimthatheisneededhere,

urgently".

MmeMothupi:"Whyareyoudoingthis?".

Khulani:"I'mnotdoinganything,youaretheone

whofailedtoraiseyourson,youraisedanevil



creature.IfIdon'tfindmybrotherbytheendofthis

week,youwillsuffermore".
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ItwasKhulani'sseconddayasthenewChief,one

villagercametoreporttheillegaloccupantsinhis

farm,Khulanimadeadecisionthatpleasedeveryone

andgaveillegaloccupantstheirlandinsteadof

banishingthemoropeningacaseagainstthem.

Amo:"Heyareyoubusy?".

Khulani:"Nocomein".

Shecameinandsatdown.

Amo:"HasBarutiresponded?".

Khulani:"Noandheshouldbeherebynow".



Amo:"Barutisoundslikeaverydangerousman,I

thinkitwillbeagoodideaifyouinvolvedyour

father".

Khulani:"HisnameisKgosi,Isurvivedallmylife

withouthimandIwillfindmybrotherwithouthim".

Amo:"Iunderstandyourfrustrationsbutthisisnot

aboutyounow,it'saboutNsika,atleastworkwith

himnowandthanafterfindingNsikayouwillgo

yourseparateways".

Khulani:"Heaskedyoutotalktome?".

Amo:"Thatisnotimportantbutyouneedhim,your

grandfathershouldbeherebutheisnot,whatif

somethingbadalsohappenedtohim?Youneed

yourfather".

Khulani:"Idon'twanttoworkwithhim".

Amo:"Youhaveto,doitforyourbrother,putyour

angerandhatredaside".

Khulani:"Fine".

Amo:"Fine?Youmeanfineasinlikeyouwillwork

withhim?".



Khulani:"YesIwillbutdon'texpectmetoplaythe

fatherandsonrolewithhim".

Amo:"Noproblem,youdidverygoodtoday".

Khulani:"Thankyou".

Amosmiled,shewaitedforKgositoreturnbackand

tellhimthegoodnews.

MmeMothupi:"DoyouthinkwhatKhulaniisdoing

isright?".

Amo:"Whatdidhedo?".

MmeMothupi:"Throwingmeoutofthishouse".

Amo:"Idon'tknow,Idon'twanttogetinvolvedin

yourfamilydrama".

MmeMothupi:"Familydrama?Ihavebeenhere

longenough,Ihavesurvivedmanythingsandthat

boythinkshehasarighttothrowmeoutofthis

house".

Amo:"Idon't-".

MmeMothupi:"Youtwowillgetwhatyouwant,

don'tthinkIwillallowyoutothrowmeouthere



withoutafight".

Amo:"ButKhulaniisdoingwhatisbestforthis

village".

MmeMothupi:"Soyouknowwhatisbestforthis

village?Don'tdisgustmeyounggirl".

Amoswallowedhard,shehadneverrecievedany

threatsbefore.ShewaitedbythegardenforKgosi

buthedidnotshowup.

Kgosi:"Wait-Amo".

Amo:"Hi,Iwasabouttoleave,I'mhungry,iwaited

almostthewholedayforyou".

Kgosi:"I'msorry,didyoutalktohim".

Amo:"Yesandheagreed".

Kgosi:"Thankgoodness".

Amo:"Ithinkit'stimeyoucomebackhome,Khulani

sentamessagetoBarutitocomehereandhis

motherthreatenedme,Idon'tthinkwearesafe".

Kgosi:"Iwillgetmystaffandcomeback".

Amo:"Noproblem".



AmodidnotknowhowtobreakthenewstoKhulani,

askingKgositomoveinwasgoingtobetoomuch

forKhulanibutitwasgoingtohelphim,shewent

backtothehouse.

Amo:"Itoldhimthatyouagreedtoworkwithhim".

Khulanilookedather.

Amo:"AndIkindoflikeaskedhimtomovein,ita

prettybighouseyouwon'tevenseehim".

Khulani:"Amogelang-".

Amo:"Justputyourangerasideandrememberthat

wearedoingthistofindNsika,youwilldealwith

yourpersonalproblemslater".

Khulani:"Ithinkit'stimeyougobackhome,I'msure

yourgrandfatherneedsyou".

Amo:"Why?".

Khulani:"YouhavehelpedmeandIreallyappreciate

it,Ijustdon'twantyoutostayhereevenwhenyou

don'twantto".

Amo:"NoI'mcool,Ijustdon'twantgrandfatherto

askquestions".



Khulani:"Aslongasyouarefinehere".

Amo:"Iambut,Baruti'smotherkindoflikesaid

thingstome".

Khulani:"Whatdidheshesay?".

Amo:"ShethreatenedmebutIdon'tthinkit's

somethingweshouldworryabout".

Khulani:"Shehasthenerves-".

Amo:"Sheisjustangry,let'snotworryabouther".

Khulani:"Youareverycalmwithallthiswhichis

somethingIneverexpectedfromyou".

Amo:"Whatdidyouexpectfromme?".

Khulani:"Wellthat'saquestionforanotherday".

Amowantedtoaskwhy?Butshedidnotwantto

borehim.

.

.

.

-Baruti



Baruti:"Momthiskidwillnotgetawaywiththis".

MmeMothupi:"Whathappenedtohisbrother?".

Baruti:"Probablydead,areyoualrightthough?".

MmeMothupi:"Youneedtocomebackhome".

Baruti:"ThatboyisexpectingmetocomebutIwill

notcomewhenheisexpectingit,thereissomething

thatI'mbusywithhere".

MmeMothupi:"Haveyouseeyourfather?".

Baruti:"Mme,Iwillcallyoulater".

MmeMothupi:"Baruti,Ba-".

Hehangedup.

.

.

.

Kgosi:"Thisdoesnotfeellikehomeatall".

Khulanishookhishead,Kgosiwasbackhome.



Khulani:"Don'tyouwanttogreetyourmother?".

Kgosi:"No,anyfeedbackfromthepolice?".

Khulani:"Notyet".

Kgosi:"IamsurethatBarutiisbehindallthis,he

oncetriestokidnapNsikayomuzibutIdidnotletit

happen".

Khulani:"Andwhydidyoufailtopreventitagain

fromhappeningthistime?".

Kgosi:"Iwasfocusingonyou,whenIfoundoutthat-

".

Khulani:"Ohthat,butitshouldn'tbeyourexcuse".

Kgosi:"WewillfindNsika".

Khulani:"Weareinthisbecauseyoucouldn'tface

yourproblemsfromthestart,youranawaynowlook

atus".

Kgosi:"IhadmyreasonsandIlefteverythinginyou

andyourbrothersname,Ihadmyreasons".

Khulani:"Materialthingsdon'tmeanathing,onceI

findmybrotherwewillleave".



Kgosi:"Let'sfocusonfindingyourbrother".

MmeMothupiwalkedin,shefrozeseeingKgosi.

MmeMothupi:"Kgosi?Noyouare-whatareyou

doinghere?".

Kgosi:"Idon'thavetimeforthis".

Hewentoutoftheroom,Khulaniwasimpressed,he

smiledtohimself.

Khulani:"Whereisyourson?".

MmeMothupi:"Kgosiisalive?".

Khulani:"ForgetaboutKgosi,tellyoursonthatI'm

waitingforhim".

MmeMothupicouldnotbelievehereyes,afterso

manyyearsKgosireturnedhome,how?

.

.

Amo:"Areyousettlingwell?".

Kgosi:"Iambutit'sbeenagessinceI-nevermind,

thankyoufortalkingtoKhulani".



Amo:"NoproblemandsinceyouareherewellI

thinkit'stimeIgobackhome".

Kgosi:"Why?".

Amo:"IwasherebecauseKhulaniwasalone".

Kgosi:"Youarehiswifeain'tyou?".

Amo:"WellKhulanisignedthedivorcepapersand

alsosignedeverythingtome".

Kgosi:"OhIdidn'tknow".

Amo:"ButIdidnottakethepaperstothelawyer,

Khulaniisstillthemajorshareholderofthecompany

andeverythingisstillhis".

Kgosi:"Andyouarestillhiswife?".

Amo:"YesIambuthedoesn'tknow,sowhenIget

homeIwilltakethedivorcepaperstothelawyer,

Khulanigotthefalsepapersbecauseeverythingwas

inahurrywhenhesignedthepapers".

Kgosi:"Soyouaredivorcinghim?Isthatwhatyou

want?".

Amo:"Wellwewerebothforcedonthismarriage



becauseofbusinessandnowthebusinessisdoing

wellIthinkeverythingisfinebesides,Khulanionly

seesmeasafriendnothingmore".

Kgosi:"Wellyouareaverygoodgirl,IhopeKhulani

noticesthat".

Amo:"I'mleavingtomorrow".

Kgosi:"Ithinkyoushouldtellhim".

Amo:"YeahIwilltellhimtonight".

Amofinallymadeadecision,shefeltlikeshewasin

Khulani'sway.Shewenttoherbedroomtopackher

clothes.LatershewenttoknockatKhulani'sroom

andhewasnotthere,thehousewastoobigforher

tosearchroomtoroombecausesheknewthat

Khulanineverwatchedtvotherwiseshewasgoing

tofindhiminthesittingroom.Onehousekeeper

cametocallher,Amofollowedthehousekeeper.

Shewascalledtoaroomshehadneverbeenin

before,itlookedlikeaminibar,withatableinthe

middlewhichwaswelldecorated.

Khulani:"Hey".



Amo:"H-i,whatisthis?".

Khulani:"Iknowit'snothingmuchbutItried,takea

sit".

Hepulledoutachairforher,shewasinshock.

Khulaniwaswearinganapron.

Khulani:"WellIdon'tknowwinesthatmuchbut-".

Amo:"Ambrosiaredwineisfine".

Khulani:"Which-".

Amo:"Thisone".

ShestooduptotakethebottleofwinebutKhulani

stoppedher,hetookitandpoureditforher.

Khulani:"Ithinksomethingisburning".

Herushedout.Amowasstillinshock,shetooka

smallsipofwine.Minuteslaterhecamebackwith

smallsideplates.

Khulani:"Wellthisisourstartershrimpbaconwrap

andshrimpsoup,I'mnotgoodincookingfancyfood,

I'mthatpap,meatandgravytypeofguybutItired".

Amo:"Wellletmetasteitfirst".



Khulaniwaitedimpatientlyforherresponse.

Khulani:"Ifitdoesn'ttastegoodi-".

Amo:"Ittastesdelicious".

Khulani:"Areyousure?".

Amo:"Sitdownandtasteityourself".

Hedidjustthat.

Khulani:"Wellit'stastesgoodbutstill,it'snotmy

thing".

Amo:"Thenwhydidyoucookit?".

Khulani:"Icookeditforyounotmewelltheinternet

helpedalotwiththeingredients,allIdidwastoread

andmixeverything,Iwillgocheckonthemain

course".

Hecleanedthetables,Amowasimpressed.He

camebackagainwithtwoplates.

Khulani:"ThisI'msurewith".

Amo:"Itsmellsgood".

Khulani:"Waittillyoutasteit".



Amo:"Youdidgood,youknowIwaslookingforyou

before-".

Khulani:"Ishouldgocheckonthedesert,Idon't

wanttooverfreezethecream".

Amo:"Butwehavebarelyatethemaincourse,look

KhulaniIhavedecidedthat-".

Khulani:"Ialsodon'twanttomessupthecream".

Amocouldnotbelievethathewasignoringher,Amo

continuedeating.Khulanicamebackwithdesert,the

presentationwasoutofthisworld.

Amo:"Wow".

Khulani:"WellIcheckedontheinternetagainand

canyoubelievethatfoodhasitmeaning?".

Amoliftedupherhead.

Khulani:"There'sadifferencebetweenwhiteand

darkchocolate,whitechocolateisnotcalledwhite

chocolatebecauseofitcolouritis-".

Amo:"Lookiappreciateyoudoingthisbutcanwe

forgetaboutfood,thereissomethingreally

importantthatIneedtotellyou".



Khulani:"OkayIwillforgetaboutchocolates,but,

thereasonbehindmydesertwasnotjusttofinish

offmythreecoursemeal,Ichosethis-".

Amo:"Khulaniareyoureallygoingtoignoreme?".

Khulani:"Ichosethevulnerablepuddingwithfresh

strawberriesbecausethisrecipesaysalotaboutme,

youseedarkandwhitechocolatewithcustard

creamdoesnotmakeanysenseinoneplate,but

withstrawberriesonthetopitmakesitbeautiful.I

don'tmakeanysensealonewithallmydarkpast

andmyunknownfuturebutwithyouonmyside

everythingmakessense,asthesestrawberries

makesthisdishlookbeautifulthatisexactlywhat

youdoinmylife.Everythingelsemaynotmake

senseinmylifebutyouaretheonlythingthat

makessense...AmogelangImaybeanasshole

sometimesbutthelastthingIwilleverdoistohurt

youbecauseIammadlyanddeeplyinlovewithyou".

Hetookalongbreath,hewasholdinghisbreath

whilesayingallthis,helookedstraightather.She

didnotknowwhattosay,henoticedit.



Khulani:"Iamsorryfortalkingoveryou,whatdid

youwanttotalkabout?".

Amo:"I'm-I-butyousaidI'myourfriend".

Khulani:"Youareeverythingandmoretome

Amogelang".

Amo:"Iwantedto-KhulaniIliedtoyou,Ididnotsign

thedivorcepapersandIdidnottellthelawyerto

transferallyourassetstome,everythingisstillin

yourname".

Khulani:"Wellthat'sagoodthingbecauseweare

marriedwhichmeanswhat'smineisstillyours".

Amo:"Youarenotangry?".

Khulani:"Iamangrybutnotatyou,Iamangryat

myselffornotrealizingmyfuturerightinfrontofme,

pleasegiveusachanceAmogelang,itkillsmeto

pretendasifIdon'tloveyouwhileI'mtheonedying

inside".

Amo:"I-Iloveyoutoo".

Khulani:"NoAmogelang,lookatme".

Amo:"Iloveyou,Iloveyoutoo".



Khulanistoodupandhuggedhertightly,hekissed

herforehead.

Amo:"IwantedtotellyouthatI'mleavingtomorrow

".

Hehuggedherevenmoretightly.

Khulani:"YouarenotgoinganywhereSthandwa

Sam'(mylove)".

.

.

.

-Baruti

Hedecidedtotraveltothevillagebuthisaimwasto

visitMrMoeketsifirstbeforegoinghome.Baruti

firedthehousekeeper,hedidnotwantanyoneto

seehimperforminghisrituals.Sincehelocked

Kgosigaleinthebedroom,hewenttothatroom.

Baruti:"I'msureyouhavehealednow,getup!".

Therewassilence.



Baruti:"Isaidgetup!Youaretheonewhowilltell

thatboytoleave,Iwantyoutotellhimtogiveme

backwhat'smine,IkilledKgosiandiwon'tletthat

boyruinmylife".

HenoticedthatKgosigalewasnotmoving,hewent

closertoshakehim.

Baruti:"Getup!".

Hewascoldbutthewoundonhisheadwasstill

bleeding,Kgosigalewasnotbreathing.

Baruti:"Iamnotplaying,wakeup!".

Hewenttofetchwaterandpoureditonhim,

Kgosigalewaslifeless,hewasnotbreathingnor

moving.

Baruti:"Youcantjustdie!Youcantdie!Youoweme!

Wakeup!".

Heshookhisbody.

ItwascleartoBarutithathisfatherwasdead,hesat

downandscreamed.

Baruti:"Wakeup!".



.
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Barutifeltlikehewaslosinghismind,helockedthe

doorandwenttohisbedroomtopackafewofhis

things,hehadtodrivehome.

Beforewalkingouthewenttocheckuponhisfather,

hewasstillnotmoving,asingletearfelldownhis

face,hequicklywipeditandwentout.

.

.

Kgosi:"Idon'tknowwhathewasgoingtodobutI

wastakentotheforest,therewerealsopeoplethere,

itlookedliketheyweregoingtoperformsomekind

ofaritual".

Khulani:"Barutiisawitch?".



Kgosi:"Powerwillmakeyoudoalotofthings".

Khulani:"But-thisstilldoesnotmakesense".

Kgosi:"DidfathergiveNsikathechiefiency

bracelet?".

Khulani:"Nsikahadnobracelet,heinitiatedinthe

riveronly".

Kgosi:"Ifhehadthebracelettheancestorswere

goingtoprotecthim".

Khulani:"Don'ttellmeabouttheancestors,Idon't

wanttohearanything,Nsikatoldmethatthe

ancestorsturnedtheirbacksonmesoIalsodon't

wantanythingtodowiththem".

Kgosi:"Theycan'tjustturntheirbacksonyou,wait-

didfatherintroduceyoutotheancestorsbecause

withNsikait'sdifferentsinceheinitiatedintheriver".

Khulani:"Idon'tremember".

Kgosi:"Followme".

KgosiledKhulanitotheancestralroom.

Kgosi:"IhavebeengonefortoolongIdon'tthinkI



shouldbedoingthis,thisismyfather'sjob,iwon't

burnanyincensejusttakethisandwearitaround

yourneck,thisshouldkeeptheChiefsafefromall

thebadspiritsandwitchcraft,Nsikawassupposed

togetthis.Ifhehadthisnecklacehewouldbehere.

Khulani:"Butisn'tthissupposedtobehis?".

Kgosi:"Youarethereigningchieffornow,sothis

belongstoyou".

Henodded.

.

.

Khulani:"Kgosigavemethisbutitdoesn'tfeelright,

IfeellikeI'mtakingwhatbelongstoNsika".

Amo:"Butyouwillgiveitbacktohimwhenhe

returnshome".

Khulani:"Ijustpraythatwefindhimaliveandwell".

Amo:"Ispoketogranddad,hesaidtheshareholders

arestartingtoquestionhimaboutyouandyour

grandfatherbutItoldhimaboutNsikaandhesaid

hewilladdressthemnoonethoughtthingsarethis



serious".

Khulani:"Thankyou".

Amo:"Areyoualright?".

Khulani:"Ihaveaheadachebutit'snothingserious".

Amo:"Iwillgetyouwater".

Khulani:"It'snothingseriousreally,Ijustneedto

rest".

AmoneversawKhulanitired,itprovedthathewas

reallystressedabouthisbrother..shelefthimtorest,

Khulaniwastired,hefeltveryweak.Amocameback

withwatereventhoughhesaiditwasnothing

serious.

Amo:"Here".

Shesatnexttohim.

Khulani:"Iamfinebutthankyou".

Amo:"Drinkallofit,mygrandfathersaysyour

grandfatherisstillunavailable".

Khulani:"Thatworriesmealot,Ishouldthankyour

grandfatherforrunningthecompanyonourbehalf".



Amo:"Andwehavemissedalotatschool".

Khulani:"Idon'tthinkwewillcatchup,maybewe

shouldjustleaveitandcontinuenextyear,Ihope

yourparentswon'tfightyou".

Shehalfsmiled.

Khulani:"Ineverheardyoutalkingaboutyour

parents".

Amo:"it'sbecausewenevertalkKhulani".

Khulani:"Okaylet'stalknow,wherearethey?".

Amo:"Overseaslivingtheirbestlife,mygrandfather

raisedme,heistheonlyparentthatIknow".

Khulani:"Buttheydovisit?".

Amo:"Theydon't,theyjustsendgiftsonmy

birthdaywellatleasttheystillrememberitbutIam

finenowandhaveacceptedthatmygrandfatheris

mydadwellandsortofamother".

Khulani:"Wellheisluckytohavesuchabeautiful

girl".

Amo:"Youknowhejoinedthecompaniesandgot



memarriedtoyoubecausehedoesn'twanttoleave

mealoneincasehedieswellthesearehiswords".

Khulani:"Wellyouhavemenow,youknowI'malso

worriedaboutmymom,Istillbelievesheisalive".

Amo:"Ifsheis,wewillfindher".

Khulani:"Youmakeeverythingsoundsoeasy,Ihave

neveropenedupwithanybodyelseexceptmy

brother,youmustbetheluckyperson".

Amo:"Maybethat'swhywearemarried".

Khulaniwantedtokisshersobadbuthestopped

himself,therewasthisinnocentvulnerabilityinher

eyesthatmadehimnotwanttodothingstoher,it

madehimwantstowaitfortheperfecttime.

Everythingwithher,hewantedittobespecial.

AmobelievedKhulani'swordsbutshedidnottrust

him,shestillbelievedthatshewastreatedlikea

"friend"...shesighedandlefttheroom.

Khulaniwantedtolookfineinfrontofherbuthewas

definitelynot,hisbodywasfailinghim.Hewas

sweating.



.

.

.

Kgosi:"WhereisKhulani?".

Amo:"Inhisbedroom".

Kgosi:"Ohweshouldbegoingbynow".

Amo:"Youaregoingsomewhere?".

Kgosi:"Yestothepolicestation".

Hesaidgoingtohisbedroom,Khulaniwasmoving

inhisbeduncontrollablyandshaking.

Kgosi:"Areyoualright?".

Khulani:"I'mjust-I'mfeelinghot".

Kgosi:"Heredrinkwater".

Hehelpedhimtodrinkwater,Khulaniwasgetting

worse.

Kgosi:"Youarenotyourself,shouldIcallfor

medicalhelp".

Khulani:"I'mfine".



Therewasaknockonthedoor,ItwasMpho.

Mpho:"Kgosi?".

Kgosi:"Mpho,youarestillhere?".

Hehuggedhimtightly.

Mpho:"IheardthatyouareherebutIthoughtit's

justrumours,wherewereyouallthistime?Doyou

haveanyideawhatyouputyourfatherthrough?

DamnKgosi!".

Kgosi:"Alothashappenedbutweneedtohelpmy

son,lookathim".

Mpho:"Icametotellhimthattheancestralroomis

burning".

Kgosi:"It'sburning?How?Whostartedthefire?".

Mpho:"Thefirejusterupted,noonestartedit".

Kgosi:"callAmo,I'mcoming".

Herushedoutside,theancestralroomwasburning,

theworkerstriedtostopthefirebypouringwater

butitdidnotwork.

MmeMothupi:"ThisisyourfaultKgosi,the



ancestorsareangry,yourkidscamehereand

changedeverything".

Kgosi:"Didyoustartthisfire?Didyou?".

Hepushedheragainstthewallbuthemanagedto

stophimself.

.

.

Mpho:"Iwillgohelpoutoutside,lookafterhim,give

himwateroranything".

Amonodded.

Amo:"Khulani!Khulani!Whatiswrong?Youwere

fineandnow?".

Kgosicameinandsatdown.

Amo:"Weneedtotakehimtothehospital".

Kgosiwasquiet..

Khulani:"Pops-".

Kgosistoodup.

Khulani:"Popswhodidthistoyou?".



Kgosi:"Khulani!".

Khulani:"Talktomepops,Whodidthistoyou?".

Amo:"Heisseeingthings,weneedtotakehimto

thehospital".

Kgosi:"Whoispops?".

Amo:"Theyusuallycalltheirgrandfatherpops,your

father..heneedstobetakentothehospital".

Kgosi:"Khulani!Whathappenedtofather?".

Hestoppedtalking,Amomanagedtocallan

ambulanceanditcame.Khulaniwastakentothe

hospital,whenhegotthere,hewashimself,hefelt

betterassoonasheenteredthehospitalgate.

Khulani:"Ishouldn'tbehere".

Kgosi:"YouaresickKhulani,youneedmedical

attention".

Khulani:"justtwominutesinmylifeandnowyou

thinkIknowwhatIneed?".

Amo:"Khulani!".

Khulani:"IsaidI'mfine".



Hejumpedoutofthewheelchair.

Khulani:"AmogelangcallMpho,wehavetogoback

home".

Amo:"Juststopbeingstubborn!Youweredyingin

yourbedKhulaniyouneedtoseeadoctor".

Khulani:"Idon'tfeelsick".

Amo:"Youweretalking,sayingthingsthatdoesn't

makesense,youareseeingthingsKhulani!".

Kgosi:"Khulani-".

Khulani:"TheonlythingIneedismybrotherright

now".

Theycouldnotarguewiththat.Hesatonthefloor,

Khulaniwastroubledbuthedidnotwanttotalk

aboutit.Mphocameanddrovethembackhome,

Khulanididnotsayasinglewordontheirwayhome.

Whentheygothomeherushedtohisbedroom.

Amo:"Iwillgotalktohim".

Shefollowedhim.

Amo:"Khulaniweareworriedaboutyou,weknow



thatyouwanttofindyourbrotherandwewantto

findhimtoobutstopdoingthis,wewanttohelp".

Khulanikeptquiet.

Amo:"Talktomeplease".

Khulani:"AmogelangIknowyoumeanwell-".

Amo:"Ididnottrustyouwhenyousaidyouloveand

youjustprovedmeright,ifyoureallylovemeyou

willtalktome".

Khulani:"AmogelangIknowyoumeanwelland

trustmewhenIsaidIloveyou,Ididn'tloveatfirst

butIhavegrowntoloveyou,Iloveyousomuchbut

NsikaistheonlypersonIknow,I'veknownhimall

mylifeandtherearethingsIcan'ttalkaboutto

anyoneelsebuttohim.Ijustneedtofindhim,itkills

himnotknowingwhereheis.Ijustneedmybrother".

Amocouldnotarguewiththat,sheknewthebond

thattheyhad.Shedidnotrespondtothat,shestood

upandleft.

Kgosi:"Amohowismyson?".

Amo:"Hewon'ttalktome,Nsika'sdisappearanceis



messingwithhim,heistalkingabouthimandIthink

ifwedon'tfindNsikahewilllosehismind".

Kgosi:"Thisismyfault".

HerushedtoMmeMothupi.

Khosi:"Weneedtotalk".

MmeMothupi:"I'mbathingKgosi".

Hepushedthedoorandforcedhimselfinside.

Kgosi:"WhereisBaruti?".

MmeMothupi:"Mysonisamannotacowardlike

you,hewillcome".

Kgosi:"Barutiruinedmylife,thistimeiwontspare

him,mysonislosinghismindbecauseofhim".

MmeMothupi:"Youdeserveitdon'tyouthink?".

Kgosiwentclosertoher...hepunchedherfaceoutof

anger.

MmeMothupi:"Whatdoyouthinkyouaredoinghuh?

Iwillhaveyouarrested".

Kgosi:"Takeyourphoneandcomewithme".



Kgosigrewupinthehouse,hekneweveryroomas

bigasitwas.

Kgosi:"Doyourememberthisroom?Thisiswhere

youusedtolockmeinsothatnoonecanhearme

crywhenyoupunishedmeforBaruti'smistakes.

Thiswillbeyourroomuntilyoucallyoursontobring

backmychild".

MmeMothupi:"Youcan'tdothisKgosi,Yourfather-".

Kgosi:"Shutup!".

Helockedhertothesmallbasement,shecriedand

beggedhimnottodoitbuthelockedherin.

.

.

Khulaniknewtherewassomethingwrongwithhim

buthebelievedthatwhatwashappeningwasgoing

toleadhiminfindinghisbrother.Thestrangething

wasthatsinceheworetheChiefancestralnecklace

hewasseeinghisgrandfather,Kgosigalewounded

andcryingforhelp.

Khulani:"Kgosigalewhodidthisyou?".



Hesawhimlosinghislife.Khulanicouldnotdo

anything.HesawKgosigaleopeninghismouth.

AmocametocheckuponKhulani,shefoundhim

helpless,hewassweatingandshakinginbed.He

wasstillspeakingalone.

Amodidnotdisturbhim,shewatched.

Khulani:"Popstalktome".

Kgosigalepointedout.

Kgosigale:"Becareful-".

Khulani:"Nowakeup!".

Khulanifeltit,hefeltthathisgrandfatherwasno

more.

Amo:"Khulaniwhoareyoutalkingto?".

Khulani:"Hecan'tdie,nohecan't-".

Hestoppedtalkingandclosedhiseyes,Amo

panicked,shethoughtKhulaniwasdying,shecalled

forhelp.

Kgosi:"Whatisit?".



Amo:"Hewastalkingaloneandthenhestopped

and-don'ttellmeheisdead,pleasedon't".

Kgosi:"Heisnot,helooksdrained,mixwaterwith

sugarandbringithere".

Kgosi:"Khulanilookatmeson,whatishappening".

Khulani:"Isawhim".

Kgosi:"Yousawwho?".

Khulani:"Pops,heisdead,hecan'tdie,nohecan't".

Kgosi:"Howdoyouknow?Khulaniwhatis

happening?".

Khulani:"Idon'tknowwhatishappening,this-Ithink

theancestorsareshowingmesomething,Ididnot

believeinthematfirstbutnowIdo..Grandfatheris

goneIsawhimandIcanfeelit".

Kgosi:"No,maybeyouaremistaken,fathercannot

die,Ihavetomeethim,hehastoknowthatI'mback

homeandwhyIleft".

Mpho:"Sorrytodisturb..Theworkersareback,they

stilldon'tfindhim".



Kgosi:"Tellthemtosearchharder!!".

Mpho:"Kgosithereisabigstormcoming,it'sdark

outsidesoit'snotsafeforanyonetobeoutthere".

Kgosi:"Andit'ssafeformysontobeoutthereall

alone?".

Kgosistoodupandcheckedthroughthewindow,

theweatherwasverybad.HelookedatKhulaniand

shookhisheard.

Kgosi:"Mpholeaveus".

Hedid,KgositouchedKhulani'shand,

Kgosi:"Thisstorm-fatherisgone".

Khulani:"WehavetofindNsika".

Kgosi:"BarutitookmyfatherandIwillalsotakeone

thingthatheisleftwithnow,justrestwewillfind

Nsikayomuzi".

Kgosiwashappytobehome,heneededtofindhis

sonandthenvisithisfather,hehadsomuchtotell

himbutthedarkstormwasthesignthattheChief

whowasnamedafterthevillagediedandthe

ancestorswerenothappy.



Hewenttothebasement.

Kgosi:"IgaveKhulanitheancestralnecklace".

MmeMothupi:"Howcouldyoudothat?That

necklacebelongedtotheKing,yourfatherrefusedto

wearitandchangedalltherules,yourfatherwanted

tobetheChiefhedidnotwanttotakethebigger

titleandherespectedhisancestorsbynotwearing

thatnecklace".

Kgosi:"Igaveittohim,Khulaniismyson,atrue

Mothupihedeservesthatnecklaceforprotection

fromyourwitchson".

MmeMothupi:"You-".

Kgosi:"Shhh-fatherisdead,Khulanisawhisdeath,

theancestorsshowedhim".

MmeMothupi:"Yourfatherisalive,youcantbelieve

thatnuisanceofachild".

Kgosi:"Thatnuisanceofachildismyson".

Hestoodupandtiedaropeontheceilingplanks.

MmeMothupi:"Whatareyoudoing?".



Heignoredher,hefinishedandlookedatthewoman

whoraisedhim,shewasnotperfectbutshewasthe

onlymotherheeverhad.Hewantedtostopbuthe

thoughtabouthisfamily,hetookacrowbaronthe

floorandhitherwithit,hethentriedtohangher,she

wascryinginpain.Shewasheavybuthemanaged

tohangher,hewatchedassheshookandvibrated

herbodytodeath.Heclosedthebasementdoorand

walkedout.

Mpho:"Ijus-".

Kgosi:"NotnowMpho".

.

.

.

.

Like

Sharethepage

Lotsoflove

[3/8,14:37]Lynne:TheZondoBrothers[28Bonus]



.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

[ 18S]

.

.

Kgosihadneverdoneanythinglikethatbefore,he



washurtandheregrettedeverything.

Mpho:"Kgosi-".

Kgosi:"Didyoufindmyson?".

Mpho:"Nobutwewillfindhim,wearejustwaiting

forthethunderstormtocooldown".

Kgosi:"Findhim".

Hetookabottleofwateranddrankallofit.

.

.

.

Khulani:"Canyoupleasehelpmehere".

Amohelpedhimtakingoutthenecklace.

Amo:"Didn'tyourfather-ImeanUncleKgositellyou

thatasthechiefyouhavetowearit?".

Khulani:"Hedidbutit'smakingmesick,you

wouldn'tunderstand,I'mfinetoday".

Amo:"Icansee,doyouneedanything?".

Khulani:"No,Ijustneedalongbathandthanksfor



asking".

Amo:"CoolIwillExcuseyouthen".

TheywereofficiallydatingbuttoAmoitdidnotfeel

likeit,shefeltunlovedandbeingleftout.She

Excusedherself.AfterbathingKhulaniwantedto

knowwhatwasgoingonwiththesearchforNsika

butlookingatthebadweatheroutsideheknewthat

peoplewereintheirhomes.

Khulani:"Youlookstressed".

Kgosi:"Thankyouforthecompliment,youlook

better".

Khulani:"Areyouthinkingofdisappearingagain?".

Kgosi:"Khulani-".

Khulani:"NoImeanthat'syourtendency".

Kgosi:"Yourmother-IdidwhatIdidtoprotectyou,I

wasattackedandmycarwasburnttoashes,I

ignoredthethreatsthatIrecieved,ihadnochoice

buttofindasafeplace".

Khulani:"Kgosimymotherwasdisownedbyher

ownfamily,wegrewupinthetworoomedhouse,



mothersufferedalotandyoudecidedtorun.What

hurtsmemostisthatyouhadeverythingbutyou

allowedustogrowupinpoverty".

Kgosi:"Iamsorry,ifIcameback,theyweregoingto

hurtyouandyourmother".

Khulani:"Theydidhurtmymomandontopofthat

theyhurtthemanwhowelcomedustothishome

withopenarms,theyhurtthepeoplewhomeantthe

worldtome,IamtryingtogetusedtoyoubutIdon't

knowyou.Iamnotaskingalotfromyoubutjust

onething,helpmefindNsikayomuzi".

Kgosi:"Iwilldoeverythinginmypowertofindhim,

KhulaniIwasacoward,IthoughtIwasprotecting

youandeverythingthatIbuiltbutIwaswrong,Iam

askingyoutoforgiveme,youdon'thavetoaccept

measyourfatherbutpleaseforgiveme".

Khulani:"Youwerewrong,weneededyou,Iam

angryman,butdeepdownIamhappythatyouare

here".

Kgosi:"Iamhappytobehere,pleaseforgiveme".

Khulanihesitatedforamomentbutheloosenedup



andhuggedhim.

Kgosi:"WewillfindNsika".

Khulani:"Wewill".

KhulaninoticedthatAmowasabitdistantwhich

wasabitstrangetohim.Shelockedherselfinher

bedroomalmostanentireday.Khulaniwentto

knockatherroom.

Khulani:"Thisrainisruiningthisbeautifulgarden".

Amo:"I'msureeverythingwillgobacktonormal

whenthesunrises".

Khulani:"Doyoumissyourgrandfather?".

Amo:"Imisshim".

Khulani:"Ijustfeelsoguiltyforrobbingyouyourfun,

youshouldbeouttherelivingyourbestlifebutyou

arehereand-".

Amo:"Nooneforcedmetobehere".

Khulanihalfsmiledatherattitude,shewasgiving

himattitudeandheknewwhy?Amowantedmoreof

hisattention.IfAmodidnotcomeatsuchabad



timeKhulaniwouldhavedoneeverythinghewanted

todotoher,hewasnotgoingtoresisther.Backin

highschoolKhulaniandNsikawereeverygirl's

dream,theytookthatasanadvantagetogetanygirl

theywanted.HelookedatAmosmilingabitthinking

"shedoesn'tknowwhatIcandotoher".Andatthat

timehefelthisbodyheatingup..

Khulanistooduptolockthedoor.

Amo:"Whyareyoulockingthedoor?".

Khulani:"Ineedsomealonetimewithmywife".

Amo:"Butyoushouldha-".

Shelookednervous,Khulaniknewthatsomegirls

actedstupiddeliberatelybutwithAmoshewas

raisedbyanoldmanandwenttotheallgirlsfancy

school,sheneverhadfunwithboysbutmaybewith

girlsandKhulaniwantedtotakethatasan

advantage,heenjoyedseeingshiftingherbodyand

actingallshy.Helookedatherstraightintheeyes

butshequicklylookedaway.Khulanistillwantedto

teaseher,heenjoyedit.

Khulani:"Haveyoueverhadsex?".



Amo:"Wh-what?".

Thatquestionshookher.

Khulani:"Haveyoueverhadsex?".

Amo:"N-whywouldyouaskmethat?".

Khulani:"answermeyesorno".

Amo:"Khulaniyouareoutofyourmind".

Hehalflaughedrealizinghowembarrassedshewas

bythatquestion.

Khulani:"OkaysinceyouhavehadsexbeforeIwill

comebackuhm-aroundelevenandwewillhave

sex".

Amo:"NoIhavenever-Areyououtofyourmind?

Getout!".

Helaughedandwentout,hewasnotgoingtocome

back,hewasjustplayingwithher.Inthemorningit

wasstillheavilyrainingandhedidnotfindAmoin

thekitchenasusualbuthefoundthehousekeepers

makingbreakfast.

Kgosi:"Goodmorning".



Khulani:"HaveyouseenAmo?".

Kgosi:"Maybeshe'sstillasleep,youlookfine,wait-

whereisthenecklace?".

Khulani:"ThatnecklaceismeantforNsika,it's

drivingmecrazy".

HetookatrayofbreakfastandtookitupatAmo's

bedroom,thedoorwaslocked,Khulanishookhis

headandknocked.

Khulani:"Breakfastisserved".

Amo:"Thankyou".

Heinvitedhimselfin.

Khulani:"Whywasyourdoorlocked,don'tyoufeel

safehere".

HeknewwhyAmolockedthedoorbutheliked

seeingherlookingshyinfrontofhim.

Amo:"Ohitwas?Ididn'tthink-ImeanInever

realizeditwaslocked".

Khulani:"Cool,Ihavetogoeat".

Shenodded.Khulanijoinedhisfatheronthetable.



Khulani:"Whereisyourmother?".

Kgosi:"Idon'tknow".

Theyfinishedeating.

Kgosi:"Ineedtomakeacall".

Amocamedownstairsholdingatray.

Khulani:"Youlookgoodinthatdress".

Amo:"LikereallyKhulani?".

Khulani:"YeslikereallySthandwaSam'".

Sheblushed,hesawKgosiinthecorneroftheroom

lookingatthemandshakinghisheadlaughing.

KhulanijustenjoyedplayingwithAmo.Aftereating

hewentforabath,afterbathinghewrappedatowel

aroundhiswaistandwalkedtoAmo'sbedroombut

shewasnotthere,hisplanoftrickingherfailed.

.

.

Khulaniwastiredofallthis,heknewitwasnotgoing

tobeeasygettingAmobuthealsoknewthatshe



alsowantedwhathewanted.Theboringpartabout

allthiswasthatAmowasthevirgin,backatschool

hehatedsleepingwithavirginbutthistimeitwas

different,Amowasnotjustanygirl,shewashiswife,

wellthatstillsoundedweird.

Hefeltitthatheneededher,justthethoughtofher

madehisbodycringe.

Hewaiteduntillateatnighttogotoherroom.

Amo:"Whatareyoudoinghere?".

Hepushedthedoortogetinandclosedit.

Khulani:"Icametoseeyou".

Hemovedclosertoberbutshemovedback,he

grabbedherwaistandlookedatherstraightinthe

eyes,sheblushed.Hetouchedherlipswithhis,they

werewarmandshewasbreathingheavily.Hebither

lowerlipandtwirledhistongueinsidehermouth,

theirlipsbothmovedperfectlylikeaslowromantic

rnbsongonaSundayafternoon.Shewantedtostop

andtakeherbreathbutKhulanihardenedthekiss,

hekissedherpassionately.Hewantedthisforavery

longtime.



Amo:"KhulaniIthinkyouhavetogo".

Hepeakedherupandplacedheronherbed,he

slowlygotontopnotbreakingtheeyecontact.She

wasstiffbutKhulanigotinbetweenherlegs.

Hebentoverandstartedtwistingherlipstogether

withhis,herlipstastedgood,hewantedhersobad.

Khulanimovedhislipstoherneck,shejumpedabit

andKhulanifoundherweakestpoint,herneck!.He

suckedonitasshemoaneduncontrollably,shetried

topushhimbutKhulani'shandgrabbedherpajama

topandpulleditup.Herbreastswereout,theywere

beautiful.

Khulani:"Fuck".

Hekissedthebreastspayingattentiontothebothof

them.

Hegrabbedherpajamabottomsbutsheheldhis

handstostophim.

Khulani:"Areyoualright?".

Amo:"Pleasenottoday".

Khulani:"Thisistheperfecttimebaby,Iwon'tstop".



Amofeltthepleasureofhistouch,afterundressing

her,herbodywasexposed.Khulanirealizedthathe

thoughtheknewbeautifulgirls,butAmowas

beautifulinsideandout.

Khulani:"Youhaveanamazingbody".

Thosewordsboostedherconfidence,heundressed.

Heopenedherlegswideandwentinwithhishead,

heplayedwithhistonguearoundtheclit..Amo

moanedtryingtopushhishead.Hewentuptokiss

herlipsoncemore.Hedistractedherwithadeep

kissandrubbingherbreastswithhislefthand.

Finallyheinvitedhimselfin,Amojumped.

Amo:"NoKhulanistopithurts,ithurts".

Heignoredher,it'sbeenlongsincehehadsexand

besides,helongedforherforacoupleofdaysthere

wasnowayhewasgoingtostopnow.Hewentin

deeper,Amograbbedhimwithhernails,hestarted

movingslowly.

Amo:"Khulani-ohplease-ithurts".

Khulaniwasfeelingthepleasure,hemovedfast,

poundingveryfast,untilhereleased.Tryingtocatch



hisbreathhelookedatherandasked:

Khulani:"Areyoualright?".

Shenodded.

It'sbeenlongsincehehadsexthat'swhyhecame

fastandhebelievedthatAmodidnotfeelany

pleasurewithallthepainshewasfeeling.Hekissed

heroncemore,hewentontopofherandslidesin,

hewaspoundingveryslowgettingallthepleasure

Amocouldnotstopmoaning,nowomen

understandshowtheirmoanboostsaman's

confidence.Hemovedfasterandnoisegotlouder

buthedidnotcare,hetwistedherlegsandstillwent

inveryhardforacoupleofmoreminutesuntilhe

released.

Khulani:"Ohshit,Areyoualright?".

Amo:"Yeah,whydidn'tyougetacondom?".

Khulani:"It'snotlikeIwassleepingwithagirlfriend,

youarethewiferemember?".

Amo:"Butstill,I-".

Khulani:"IalwaysusedacondomwhereIhadtobut



notwithyouandforgetaboutit".

Amo:"WhatifIgetpregnant?".

Khulani:"Pregnant?Usepillsoraninjection,lookI

toldmyselfthatIwillhititrawwithyousojustget

usedtoit".

Amo:"Doyouknowthat-".

Hestoppedherwithakiss.

Khulani:"Goodnight".

Amo:"Whateverman".

Khulani:"Iloveyoutoo".

Amo:"Didyouseetheweatheroutside,Iwon'tgoto

theshopand-".

Khulani:"Amogelangpleasenotnow".

Amo:"Ifnotnowthenwhen?Ireadthat-".

Khulani:"StopreadingtoomuchandInsteadof

shoutingatmeyoushouldbesleepingandgetsome

rest,wehavealongnightahead".

Amo:"Youare-".



Khulani:"Somecouplesarepeacefullysleepingbut

insteadofgettingapeacefulmybabyisbusy

shoutingatme".

Amo:"Youareunbelievable-".

Khulani:"Iknowbabynowsleep".

Khulaniwasnottakingherserious.

.

.

.

Khulaniwasnotinbedwhenshewokeup,shefelt

different,Amostoodupandlookedatherselfinthe

mirror,shesmiledabitandwentforabath.

.

Kgosi:"Thisrainwillnotstopnowit'sheavy".

Khulani:"It'sjusttoomuch".

Kgosi:"Imadeafewcallsandsentoutpeopletogo

lookforfather,iftheweatherislikethis,the

ancestorsarenothappy".



Khulani:"Ifeellikewearestuckherewithnoway

forward,thisweathershouldstopnow".

Kgosi:"Itshould".

KhulaniwenttocheckonAmo,hedidnotknock.

Amo:"Khulanigetout!".

Shewasinthemiddlegettingdressed.

Khulani:"Why?Ohwait-areyouafraidofgetting

dressedinfrontofme?".

Helaughed.

Amo:"It'snotfunny".

Khulani:"YouarefunnyokayIwillclosemyeyesbut

firstletmeremovethisthingonyourhead".

Hecamecloserandremovedwhateveritwasinher

hair.Heslowlyputpeckofkissesonherneck.

Amo:"Ine-".

Hislipswereonhers,shefeltherbloodheatingup,

shecouldnotresisthistouch.Theyfoundeach

otherinbedagainnakedandsweating.



Khulani:"Youshouldgetusedtothis,ifIwasyouI

wasnotgoingtogetdressed".

Hesawaflushofconfusionandshynessinherface,

hewasjokingbutabit.

Amo:"Youarenotfunny".

Helaughed.

Amo:"Youwillmakemebreakfast".

Khulani:"Iwill?".

Amo:"YesyouwillI'mhungry".

Khulani:"Thenaskme".

Amo:"Excuseyou?".

Khulani:"Askyourhusbandtomakeyoubreakfast".

Amodidnothavethatconfidenceortotellhimfirst

thatsheloveshim.

Amo:"Iuhm-I'mhungry".

Khulanishookhisheadandgrabbedherthighs.

Amo:"KhulanistopitI'mreallyhungry".

Heignoredandkissedherlipsthentoherneck.



Khulani:"Youshouldstartusingwordslikelove,

baby,babemoreoftenit'snice".

Amo:"OhI'msorry-Ijust-Iamjustgettingusedto

belikethiswithyou".

Khulani:"Whatdoyoumean?".

Amo:"Ididn'tnottrustyouwhenyousaidyoulove

me".

Khulani:"Why?".

Amo:"Becauseyoustilltreatedmelike-afriend".

Khulani:"Andnowyoutrustme?".

Amo:"Yeswehadsex".

Khulani:"YoutrustthatIloveyoubecauseIhadsex

withyou?AmogelangIhadsexwithgirlsandthat

didnotmeanIlovethem,sexmeansnothing".

Amo:"SoIwasright,youdon'tloveme?Youjust

wantedtosleepwithme?".

Khulani:"IwantedtosleepwithyouandIstilldobut

theonlydifferencebetweenusandotherpeopleis

thatwedidnothavesex,wemadelove,Iloveyou



okaysopleaseputyourinsecuritiesasideandtrust

me.Nowaskmetomakeyoubreakfast".

Amo:"BabyI'mhungry".

Khulani:"Breakfastiscomingrightup".

Hekissedherforehead.

Khulani:"Youcandomanythingsbutneverdoubt

myloveforyou,IneversaysomethingIdon'tmean".

.

.

.

.
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Theystayedonthelowforacoupleofdayswaiting

fortheraintostopbuttherewasnodifference,the



rainwasn'tstopping.Itfeltlikeforeverwaitinglike

thisfortheraintostop.

Kgosi:"It'snotraininginJohannesburgandnoone

ishelping,Iwillgolookforfather".

Khulani:"Iamcomingwithyou".

Kgosi:"AndAmo?".

Khulani:"Iwon'tleaveherhere".

Kgosi:"Goodgetready".

KhulanirushedtotellAmotopackupherbags,they

bookedahotelinJohannesburg.

Khulani:"InthemorningIwillgocheckthe

company".

Amo:"Mygrandfatherhasitallhandled,Ithinkyou

shouldfocusonfindingyourgrandfather".

Kgosi:"Sheisright,tomorrowwearegoingto

Baruti'shouse".

Khulani:"That'smyhouseandtheguardswillnotlet

youin".



Kgosi:"ThatiswhyIcalledthepolicefirst,theywill

gowithus".

Khulani:"Okaythat'sagreatidea".

Amo:"IsitokayifIgohome,ImeanIwanttosee

mygrandfather?".

Kgosi:"WellyoucangounlessKhulanihasa

problemwithit".

Khulani:"Nodoyouwantmetocomewith?".

Amo:"No,youhavealotgoingonalready".

Khulani:"Okay".

SherequestedtransportandKhulaniwalkedher

outside.

Amo:"Ihopeyoufindatleastyourgrandfather

tomorrow".

Khulani:"Wewillfindhimjustcallmewhenyouget

thereokay".

Amo:"OkayIloveyou".

Khulani:"Iloveyoubye,sayhitoMoroka".



Amolaughed.

ShedidnotwanttoleaveKhulanibutshemissedher

grandfather,anuberdroppedheroffather

grandfather'shouse.

Amo:"Daddy?".

MrMoroka:"Whatasurprise?Whydidn'tyoutellme

thatyoucoming?".

Amo:"Iwantedtosurpriseyou,howwasyourtrip?".

MrMoroka:"Itwasasuccess,howisyournew

family?".

Amo:"Good".

MrMoroka:"Areyouhungry?".

Amo:"I'mstillfine,wearejustworriedaboutthe

disappearanceofNsikaandMrMothupiit'sworrying

us".

MrMoroka:"Thatfamilyisgoingthroughalot,are

yousurethatyouarefine?".

Amo:"Iamfine,Khulaniistreatingmewell.

TomorrowIwillgowithyoutothecompany".



MrMoroka:"M&Misfine,looktherearepapersthat

Ineedyoutosign".

Theycatchedup,foronceinalongtimeeverything

feltnormalforonce,shewasatpeace.

Amo:"Canwedoittomorrow?".

MrMoroka:"Ihavetosubmitthemfirstthinginthe

morning".

Amo:"ButifIdidn'tcome?".

MrMoroka:"Ididn'tthinkofthatbutsinceyouare

herejustsign".

Hergrandfatherfetchedthepapers.

MrMoroka:"Justsignhereandthere".

Amo:"Whatarethesepapersfor?".

Herattentionwasontheheading."M&MGold

transferforms".

Amo:"Whatareyoutransfering?".

MrMoroka:"ThoseareJewelleryforms,wehave

cameupwiththenewshipment-".



Amo:"ButDaddythesepapersaresupposedtobe

signedbyyourpartners,Khulanihastosignthese

papers,heownsfiftypercentofM&MGold".

MrMoroka:"Wealsoowntheotherpartofit".

Amo:"Butthemajoritysharesarestillwiththe

Mothupi's,Icantsignthesepapers".

MrMoroka:"Igaveyou7%ofmysharessoyou

havetherighttosignthesepapers".

Amo:"SetupthemeetingwithKhulaniandthenwe

willsign".

MrMoroka:"Thishasnothingtodowiththe

Mothupi's,Amogelang,Iamdoingthisforus,for

yourfuture,theMothupifamilyisfallingapart,look

atwhatishappening".

Amo:"Whatareyouinsinuatingexactly?".

MrMoroka:"Iwasgoingtocallyoutonightandtell

youtotakethefirstflightbackhome,weareleaving

intwodays".

Amo:"Wherearewegoing?".

MrMoroka:"Overseas,ourfamilyisoverseaswe



havenothinghere".

Amo:"But-".

MrMoroka:"Thatiswhyyouneedtosignthese

papers".

Amo:"Ican'tleave,ihaveanewlifenow,Ihave-".

MrMoroka:"thatfamilyhasproblems,everyoneis

disappearinginthatfamily,areyousurethatyou

won'tbenext?Amogelang,Iamdoingthisforyou,

pleasesignthesepapersandwewillmove".

Amo:"Ineedtimetothinkaboutthis,I'mgoingto

bed".

Shedidnotexpectthatatall,sheexpectedawarm

welcomenotsomelifechangingchoices,shedid

notseeherselfleavingthecountryorleavingKhulani.

Shecalledhim.

Khulani:"Amogelang".

Amo:"Hey,areyouguysalright?".

Khulani:"Yesbabyweare,howareyou?Whenare

youcomingback?Imissyou".



Amo:"Comeonithasn'tbeeneventwohourssince

Ileftthehotel".

Khulani:"Wellitfeelslikeforevertome".

Amo:"ImissyoumorebutI'mcomingback

tomorrow".

Khulani:"Okaybutinthemorningwearegoingto

thepolicethentothehouse".

Amo:"Don'tworryIwillbetherewhenyougotothe

policestation,Ihavetosleepnowgoodnight,Ilove

you".

Khulani:"Okaygoodnight,Iloveyouback".

Amowasstillworriedaboutwhathergrandfather

saidbutshealsodidnotthinkitwassomething

serious.

.

.

.

.

Amo:"Goodmorning".



Khulani:"Don'topenthecurtains,whattimeisit

now?".

Amo:"Itssixfifteen".

Khulani:"Geezgirldidyouevensleep?".

Shelaughed,Amowokeupveryearlyandrushedto

thehotelbeforehergrandfatherwokeup,she

wantedtoavoidhim.

Amo:"Iwantedtobeherewhenyouleave".

Khulani:"Thankyoubutwewillseethepoliceathalf

eightthat'swhatweagreedon,comesithere".

Shetookoffhershoesandgotinsidetheblankets.

Amo:"Khulaniifmaybeyouhadtomovetoanother

country,willyou?Andleavemebehind?".

Khulani:"Youwilldefinitelycomewithme,Ihave

beenthroughalotandthere'sneverasingledayI

heardyoucomplainorthreatentoleaveme".

Amo:"Youhavechangeddoyouknowthat?".

Khulani:"Ihave?".

Amo:"YouarenotthesameguyIsawwhenwefirst



met".

Khulani:"Alothaschangedme,comehere".

Hekissedher,oncehetouchedherheneverwanted

tolethergo,Amomeltedinhisarms,theymade

love.Khulanigotuptotakeashower.

Khulani:"Iwillgetmycreditcardstoday".

Amo:"That'sagoodthingbutIthoughtyouenjoyed

usingmine".

Khulani:"Justalittle".

Afterdressinguphebentovertokissher.

Khulani:"Iwillseeyouwhenwegetback,how's

yourgrandfatherIforgottoask".

Amo:"Heisgood".

Khulani:"OkayIwillseeyoulater".

HeleftwithKgositothepolicestation.

Khulani:"Iamsonervous".

Kgosi:"Wewillfindfather".

Theygottothepolicestation,thepolicealsohadthe



searchwarrant.Theywenttothehouse.

Khulani:"WhileyousearchthehouseIneedtoget

mycreditcards".

Policeofficer:"Noyouwilltakethemwhenweare

donesearching,justsithere,anythingwefindwe

willtellyou".

Theynodded.

Khulani:"Idon'twanttolieImissthisplace".

Kgosi:"It'sabeautifulhouse,Iwonderwhereis

Baruti".

Khulani:"IfIseehimIswear-".

Policeofficer:"Wefoundsomething".

Kgosi:"Whatdidyoufind?".

Policeofficer:"Ijustneedyou-".

Khulanirushedupstairswherethepoliceofficers

were.

Khulani:"IsthatPops?".

Kgosijuststoodtherewithhandsonhishead,hedid



notmove,foramomenthismindstoppedworking.

Khulaniaskedthatquestionandkeptquiet.The

smellintheroomwasjusttoomuchtohandle,

Kgosigale'sbodystayedtherefortoolong.

Policeofficer:"Theyrecognizehim,takethemtothe

lounge".

Theyweretakentothelounge,thepoliceofficer

came.

Policeofficer:"Whereistheownerofthishouse?".

Khulani:"Iam".

Policeofficer:"Youwillhavetocomewithmetothe

policestation".

Khulani:"Ihaven'tbeeninthishouseforalongtime,

Barutiisstayinghere,wedon'tknowwhereheis".

Policeofficer:"ButIstillneedyoutocomewithme,

Ineedyourstatement".

Kgosi:"Leavemysonandfindapersonwhokilled

myfather".

Policeofficer:"Wecannotgoagainstthelaw,he

needstocomewithme".



Khulani:"ButIneedtogetmycreditcards".

Policeofficer:"Youarenotallowedtotouch

anythinghere,thishouseisacrimescenenow,let's

gotothecar".

Khulaniwastakentothepolicestationandheldin

aninterrogationroom,thiswasjustridiculoustohim,

thepoliceofficerhandlingthecasecame.

Policeofficer:"Howareyourelatedtothe

deceased?".

Khulani:"Heismygrandfather,hedisappearedokay,

hewashospitalizedbeforehedisappearedand

whenIwenttovisithimatthehospital,Iwastold

thatBarutisignedhisdischargedpapers".

Policeofficer:"Butdoyouknowthatyouarealsoa

suspecthere?".

Khulani:"Areyoukiddingme?Thepersonwhokilled

himisoutthereprobablycommittinganothercrime,

youarejustuseless!Ineedjusticeforpops".

Thepoliceofficerwascalledoutside,hecameback

afterafewminutes.



Policeofficer:"Youarefreetogo".

Khulani:"Youarejustuseless".

Heclickedhistongueandwentout,hisfatherwas

waitingforhim.

Kgosi:"Theydidn'thurtyou?".

Khulani:"No,ifpopsisdeadwellIhavelosthope,I

don'tthinkNsikaisalive".

Kgosi:"Wewillfindhim,theofficerjustsaidthey

havecalledthepolicestationbackinthevillageto

watchoutforBaruti".

Khulaninodded.

Theywentbacktothehotel.Amojustsawthelook

ontheirfacethatitwasn'tgoodnews.

Amo:"Youfoundhim?".

Khulani:"Wecouldn'tevenrecognizehisface,he

stayedinthatroomfortoolong".

Hetriedtobestrongbutitwasjusttoomuch.

Amo:"I'm-i".



Shewaslostforwords.

Khulani:"Canyoupleasespendthenightatyour

grandfather'shouse,IamnotpushingyouawayIam

just-Ih-".

Amo:"NoIunderstand,Iwillcomebackfirstthingin

themorning".

Hehuggedhertightly.

Amounderstoodhowhewasfeeling,shewasalso

hurtbutshealsoneededtogivethemspaceto

grieve.Shewenttoherhouse,hergrandfatherwas

there.

Amo:"Daddy,MrMothupididn'tmakeit".

MrMoroka:"Kgosigale?".

Shenodded,shecried.

Amo:"Hewasaverykindmanandhewelcomedme

withopenarms,hedoesn'tdeservetodie".

MrMoroka:"Iamsorry,hewasaverygoodman.

Amogelangthisistoomuchforyoumychild,ifyou

don'twanttoleavethecountryIunderstandbutcan

weatleastgoonholiday,Ineedit".



Amo:"Daddyican't,Khulanineedsme,hejustlost

hisgrandfatherandhisbrotherismissing".

MrMoroka:"Ifhelovesyouhewillunderstand,I

havealreadybookeduseverythingatleastyouwill

comebackbeforethefuneral".

Amo:"No!Ican'tgo".

MrMoroka:"IwilltalktoKhulani,thetruthismy

child,IhavejustfoundoutthatI'msickIdidn'twant

totellyoubuttheoperationisscheduledfornext

week,Ineedyoutobebymyside".

Amo:"Youfirstsaidwemovingtooverseasbut

changedyourstatementtogoingonholidayand

nowyouaresick?."

MrMoroka:"It'slungcancerbutthedoctors

assuredmethataftertheoperationIwillbefine".

Amo:"But-ifIdidnotcomeherewhenwereyou

goingtotellme?".

MrMoroka:"Iwasgoingtotellyou,it'sjustthat

everythinghappenedsofastandIamalsoscared

andconfused".



Amo:"IwillcallKhulaniI'msurehewillunderstand".

MrMoroka:"Don'tworryIwilltalktohim,youwill

hurthimnow,heisstillshockedabouthis

grandfather".

Amo:"YouarerightbutIwillcomebackbeforethe

funeral".

MrMoroka:"Noproblemmychild".

.

.

.

InthemiddleofthenightKhulanireceivedacall

fromthehotelreception,hewastoldthathewas

neededatthereception.

Hedidnotfeelsafeatallandcalledhisfatherto

accompanyhim.

Kgosi:"Didtheytellyouwhytheyneedyouatthe

reception?".

Khulani:"TheydidnotandIalsoforgottoask".

Theywalkedtothereception.



Receptionist:"MrZondoright?".

Henodded.

Kgosi:"Whatdoyouwantwithhim?".

Receptionist:"Thatgentlemanovertherehasbeen

heresincearoundseven,hedidn'twanttoleave

unlesswecallyou,hesaysyouarehisbossbutI

toldhim-".

Khulani:"It'sfineIknowhim".

ItwasRyan,hispersonalassistant.

Khulani:"Ryan?Whatareyoudoinghere?Whotold

youthatI'mhere?".

Ryan:"Canwepleasetalksomewheremoreprivate,

it'sUrgent".

Theyledhimtothehotelrooms.

Ryan:"IhavebeenlookingforyouandwhenIheard

thatyouareIwantedtoseeyousobad,IheardMr

Morokatalkingonthephone".

Khulani:"Oh,thisismypersonalassistantandthis

isKgosi,myfather".



Theysatdown.

Khulani:"Couldn'titwaituntilmorning,it'smidnight

Ryan".

Ryan:"Noitcan't,sinceyouweregoneMrMoroka

hasbeenrunningthecompanywellasthepersonI

meanyourpersonassistantandIwasassistingMr

Mothupibeforeyou...Iknoweverythingaboutthe

companyeventhingsIshouldn'tknow,wellIsaw

somethingpapers,butsincethepapershadyour

signatureIthoughtyouknewabouteverything".

Khulani:"Whatisgoingon?".

Ryan:"Yousignedyoursharesandallthemoneyto

MrMoroka".

Khulani:"NoIdidnot".

Ryan:"Iknowthatnow,MrMorokaissellingthe

companyandithinkhehasfoundthebuyer,i

thoughtyouknewaboutituntilIheardhimtalking

onthephoneaboutit,heisleavingthecountrywith

allyourassetsandIthinkheisworkingwith

someonebecauseiheardhimsayhewilltransfer

hissharewhenheisoverseas".



Kgosi:"DamnMoroka!Howcanhedothattous?".

Khulani:"Ryanwhatelsedidyouhear?Hecan'ttake

-hehastobestopped".

Ryan:"Imadecopiesofhispapersandalso

comparedthesignatures,heforgedyoursignature

butwhenyoulookatthesepapersprettyclosely

thesesignaturesarenotthesame".

Kgosi:"Letmesee".

Ryan:"Thesepaperswillhelpyou".

Kgosi:"Hesoldthecompany,andeveryone'sshares,

thisispurecrime,thisisfraud".

Khulani:"Amogelang,doessheknowaboutthis

Ryan?".

Ryan:"Amogelang?Hisdaughter".

Khulani:"Yesgranddaughter".

Ryan:"Idon'tknow".

Khulani::"Ihavetocallher".

Kgosi:"Sheiswithhimnow,don'tcallher,let'sgoto

thepolicenow,heshouldnotleavetheairport".



Noonespoketheyfollowedeachotheroutside.

Ryanofferedtodrivethemwithhiscar,they

reportedthefraudcaseandtoldthepolicethatthe

criminalwasleavingthecountryinafewhours,their

casewastakenseriousbecauseM&MGoldwasa

verybigknowncompany.Theysleptatthepolice

stationsincetheywantedtomakesurethatthe

policedotheirjob,thiswasthebigfraudcasethat

thepolicestationhaseverhad,coveringKgosigale's

deathandbustingthefraudcasewasgoingtogive

thepolicestationagoodreputationandpublicity.

Thepolicestationmadesurethatthemediawas

thereeventhoughKhulaniandhisfatherdidnot

wantthat.Intheveryearlyhoursofthemorningthey

wereattheairport.

Kgosi:"TherehecomeswithAmo".

Khulani:"Theremustbeamistake,Amogelangwill

neverdosomethinglikethistome".

Kgosididnotwanttocommentonthat.Thepolice

officersworeprivateclothes.

ThedetectivemadesurethatMrMorokawas



busted.

Detective:"MrMorokayouareunderarrestfor

forgingMrZondo'ssignature,MrThabela'ssignature,

MrsBernadine'ssignature,MrMothupi'ssignature

shouldIgoon?Youareunderarrestforforgingthe

shareholdersofM&MGoldssignaturesandfor

sellingthecompanythatdoesnotbelongtoyou,this

isaverybigfraudcase.Youhavearighttoremain

silent,Everythingyoudoorsaywillbeusedagainst

youinthecourtoflaw.Itiswithinyourrighttocall

yourattorney,ifyoudon'thaveone,thestatewill

provideyouone".

MrMoroka:"Don'ttouchme!Ididnotdoanything!".

Amo:"Maybethere'samistake,hedidn'tdo

anything".

Detective:"Takehim!".

Khulani:"Amogelang,youknewaboutthis?Andyou

wereleavingwithhim?".

Amo:"Whatyouaredoingiswrong,Khulaniyou

knowthatheisnotcapableofdoingthat,hewill

neverdosomethinglikethis".



Khulani:"Youwereleaving?Thatmeansyouknew,I

trustedyou-AmogelangIcan-".

Detective:"Doyouneedaridehome?".

Kgosi:"No,Iwanttofacethatmanwhorobbedmy

family".

Detective:"Thatisagainstthelaw,heisunderthe

policecustodynow-".

Kgosi:"PleaseIambeggingyou".

Amofelthelplessandconfused,thepoliceagreedto

takethemtothepolicestation.

Kgosiwasangry,himandKhulaniwenttothecells

whereMrMorokawastakento.

Kgosi:"Whydidyoudowhat".

MrMoroka:"Youwokeupfromthedead?".

Khulaniwashurtandmostlythinkingabout

Amogelang,hetrustedher,hewasverydisappointed.

Hejustkeptquiet.

Kgosi:"Areyouworkingforsomeone?".

MrMoroka:"Barutimentionedthatsomethinglike



thismighthappen-".

Khulani:"YouareworkingforBaruti,allalongthis

waspartofyourplan?Gettingmemarriedtoyour

granddaughtersowecanearnyourtrust,youand

Amogelangplayedus!YouareworkingforBaruti...I

shouldhaveknown!".

MrMoroka:"I'mworkingformyself,Barutigaveme

thisplanbuthewantedthecompanyandIwanted

fortune,Dropallthecharges".

Kgosi:"Youareoutofyourmind,youwillrotherein

jail".

MrMoroka:"Ifyouwanttoseethemotherofyour

childrenagain,dropthechargesandletmeleave

thiscountryinpeace".

Khulani:"Youhavemom?Whereisshe?".

MrMoroka:"Dropthecharges".

Kgosi:"Iwillkillyou!".

Hepunchedhim,thepolicecametostophim.

Policeofficer:"Leavetheroomsir".



Kgosi:"Iwillkillhim!".

Khulaniwasshutteredastheylefthesaw

Amogelangatthepolicestationbuthedidnoteven

lookather.

Khulani:"ThankyouRyan".

Ryan:"Iseverythingalright?".

Kgosi:"HeplannedallthiswithBarutibuthe

betrayedhimbysellingthecompanyandtryingto

runwithallthemoney".

Ryan:"OhdearLord,Iamsorry".

Kgosi:"Thankyouforeverything".

Ryan:"IhavetogohomeIneedmybeautysleepbut

ifyouneedanythingjustletmeknow".

Khulani:"I'msurealltheworkerswillreadaboutthis

onthenews,leaveyournumbersRyan".

Ryan:"Sure".

Hewrotehisnumbersdownandleft.

Kgosi:"Iamsorryson,Iamsorryaboutallthis".



Khulani:"It'snotyourfault".

Khulaniwashurtbeyondwords...

.

.

.

.

Like

Sharethepage

Lotsoflove

[3/8,14:37]Lynne:TheZondoBrothersEpilogue

[Part1]

.

.

ReadInsert29FIRST

.



.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

Kgosi:"Ireallydon'tknowwhatweshoulddowith

thecriseshereandmyfathersdeath,heneedstobe

laidtorest".

Khulani:"Canwestopabitwiththeburial,maybe

wecanhavehimtransferredtothemortuarynear

thevillagewhilewefixthis,Popsneedsastate



dignifiedfuneral".

Kgosi:"AndNsikaneedstobethereforhisfuneral".

Khulani:"Yeshedoes".

Kgosi:"IwillmakeadealwithMoroka".

Khulani:"Youaregivinghimeverything?".

Kgosi:"Iworkedhardforthiscompany,Ididitfor

youandyourbrother,Iwon'tletanyonerobyouyour

inheritance".

Khulanikeptquiet.

Kgosi:"Ijustneedyoutotrustme".

Khulani:"Itrustyou".

Henodded.

Kgosi:"Ihavetogopleasestayhere,justbesafe".

Khulani:"It'ssafehere".

Kgosiwasworriedabouthim,hewenttothepolice

station.

Detective:"MrMothupi,areyoualright?".

Kgosi:"WhenwillIgetmyfathersbody?".



Detective:"Westillneedtokeephisbody,weare

busywiththepostmortemexaminationbutwhen

everythingisdoneIwillcallyou".

Kgosi:"Okay,DetectiveIneedtoseeMrMoroka".

Detective:"No,noyoucan'tandspeciallyafterwhat

youdidyesterday".

Kgosi:"Iwillnotdoanything,pleasedetective".

Detective:"Thisisourwork,youshouldletus

handleit".

Kgosi:"Please,Iamdesperatehere".

Helookedathim.

Detective:"Finebutdon'tpullanystuntsotherwiseI

willlockyouupmyself".

Kgosi:"Iwon't".

Heledhimtothecells,KgosiwaitedforMoroka.He

cameandsatdown.

MrMoroka:"Tellmewehaveadeal".

Kgosi:"MorokaIgrewupinfrontofyou,Iknowyou,

youarenotevencapableofdoingthis".



MrMoroka:"Mothupidowehaveadealornot?".

Kgosi:"Yes,youhavethemotherofmykids,Ihadn't

seenherinnineteenyears,Icarealot,myboysneed

her?".

MrMoroka:"Takethedealthen".

Kgosi:"No,buthere'sthething,Iknowwhereyour

daughterandherhusbandare,yourgranddaughter

isstrandedonthestreetsaswespeak,youarehere

andyoulosteverything...alltheassetsthatyouhave

istakenbythehawkssowhatisitthatyouhave

againstme?".

MrMoroka:"Ifyoudaretouchmyfamily".

Kgosi:"Iwilltouchyourfamily,firstlyIwillstartwith

yourgranddaughter,whereisNomalanga?".

MrMoroka:"IfItellyouhowwillIknowthatyou

won'ttouchmyfamily".

Kgosi:"Ijustwantwhat'sminethat'sall".

MrMoroka:"She'satmyhouse".

Kgosi:"Yourhouse?".



MrMoroka:"Inmybedroomthere'sacloset,go

insidethatcloset,straightwheremyshirtsare

hangedthere'sadoorbehindthoseshirts".

Kgosi:"IfIdon'tfindher,yourgranddaughterwill

die".

MrMoroka:"IwasbrainwashedbyBaruti,butwhenI

sawhowmuchthecompanyisworthIdecidedto

sellit,pleasedon'ttouchmygranddaughter,shehas

nothingtodowiththis,Iliedtoher,shedidn'twant

toleave...ItoldherthatIwassickandIneededto

goforanoperation".

Kgosistoodupandleft,hecalledKhulani.

Khulani:"Hello".

Kgosi:"DoyouknowMoroka'saddress?".

Khulani:"YeahbutI'mnotsureaboutthehouse

numberbutIwillsendittoyounow".

Kgosi:"Okay".

Hehangedup,hewasstilltravelingwiththehotel

carthathehired.

Hewenttotheestateshewasn'tsurewhichhouse



wasitbetweenthenumbersthatKhulanisenttohim.

Hestoppedoutsidethehousewhenhesawpolice

comingoutwithboxes,thatmeanstheywerestill

notdonewiththeinvestigation.

Aftertheyhaveleft,hewentin.HefoundAmowith

anunknownwoman(ahousehelper)

Amo:"UncleKgo-".

Kgosi:"Showmeyourgrandfather'sbedroom".

Thehelper:"Whoareyoutoju-".

Amo:"Noit'sfineIwillshowhim".

Sheledhimtohisbedroom,Amowatchedashe

lookedinsidethecloset.Shedidnotquestionhim.

Kgosifoundthedoorhandle,Heopeneditandthe

lightwason,itwasasmalldustyroomwithlights

andasinglebed,therewereplatesandTupperwares

onthefloor.Hesawher,shelookedathimtearsjust

rolleddowntheirfaces,Nomalangawasweak,very

weakshecouldn'teventalkandshewasverythin.

Amo:"How-OhmyGod,MaKhumalo!Callforhelp,

calltheambulance!".



Kgosipickedherup.

Amo:"ShouldIbringwater?".

Kgosiignoreher,hecouldnotbelievehowevil

peoplecanbe,justformoneyandtoberich,they

kidnappedher?

Anambulancewasveryfastanditcame

accompaniedbythepolice,thiswasthemost

controversialstory.

Shewastakentoanemergencyroom.Amodidnot

staybehind,sheknewtheyhatedherbutshe

sympathizedwiththemandwashurtalot.

Anursecametoinformthem.

Nurse:"Sheisjustdehydratedbutshewillbefine".

Kgosi:"Thankyou".

HetookhisphoneandcalledKhulani.

Kgosi:"Sonpleasehurrytothehospital,uhm-

Midrandnetcarehospital".

Khulani:"Areyoualright?".

Kgosi:"Pleasehurry".



Amo:"UncleKgosiImeanMrMothupiIknowthat

youhatemebutIhadnoideawhatwasgoingon,

Daddytoldmethatwehadtoleavebecausehehas

anurgentlungcanceroperation,hesaidhewillcall

Khulaniandiwillbebackbeforethefuneralplease

believeme,IwillneverbetrayKhulanioryourfamily,

Ilovehim".

Kgosididnotsayanything,hewasoverwhelmed

withemotions.ItdidnottaketimeforKhulanito

arrive.

Khulani:"Whathappened?".

Kgosi:"Let'swait".

Khulani:"Whatisshedoinghere?Haven'tyouand

grandfatherdonetoomuchdamage?".

Amo:"Khulani-".

Khulani:"Don'teversaymyname".

Amowashurt,shecriedandslowlywalkout.Kgosi

ledKhulanitothewardroom.

Heopenedthedoor,Khulanilookedathismother

andthenbacktohisfather.Heranandhuggedher



tightly.

Kgosi:"Notsotight,sheisnotwell".

Khulani:"Ma,Iknewit,Ididnotbelieveitwhenthey

saidyouaredead,howdidyoufindher?".

Kgosi:"I'mjusthappythatsheisalive,thenurse

saidsheisalrightbutjustdehydratedthatmeanswe

willtakeherwithussoon".

Khulani:"IamsorryMa,thishappenedbecauseof

us,ifwedidnotcomeherenonofthiswouldhave

happened".

Noma:"IthappenedbecauseGodalloweditto

happen,don'tblameyourself,whereis

Nsikayomuzi?".

Kgosi:"Youwillseehimsoonjustfocusongetting

better".

.

.

.

.



Threedayslatertheywerebackatthehotelwith

Nomalanga.

Khulani:"Thepolicearekeepingtheassetsuntilthe

caseisoverwelltheystillhavepopsbody,theyare

busyrunningtests".

TheytoldNomalangaeverything,shewasworried

aboutNsikaandshecouldnotbelievethatherboys

wentthroughallthat.

Noma:"Barutiisevil,heistheonewhotookme".

Kgosi:"Hewillpayforallthis,wehavetogotothe

villageandwaitforfathersbodyandinthemean

timewehavetocontinuelookingforNsika".

Noma:"Ihopemysonissafe,Iwonderiftheydo

givehimfood-".

Khulani:"Momwewillfindhim".

Noma:"YouaretallerKhulaniandbolder,youhave

growncomehere".

Shehuggedhim.

Khulani:"Ihavetogotomyroom".



Shenoddedwithtearsinhereyes,Khulanileftthe

room.

Kgosi:"Iwillbookanotherroom,justrestanddon't

stresstoomuch".

Noma:"Iamnottheyounggirlthatyouimpregnated

anymore,Iamamotheroftwogrownbeautifulboys

donottellmewhattodo".

Kgosi:"NomaI-".

Noma:"Idonotwanttohearasinglewordcoming

outofthatmouthofyours,getout!".

Helifteduphishandsinsurrenderandlefttheroom.

.

.

Khulaniheardaknockandrespondedtoit.

Khulani:"GetoutbeforeIcallsecurity".

Amo:"Icametogetmyclothes".

Hekeptquiet,Amowalkedin.

Sheopenedthehotelwardrobeandstartedpacking.



Amo:"YouhatemeandIdon'tblameyou,ifIwasin

yourshoesIwouldhavealsoreactedthesameway-".

Khulani:"Packyourclothesandgetout!".

Amo:"Ididn'tknowaboutallthis,hesaidhehas

lungcancerandhehasasurgeryinaweek,Ididn't

knowwhathewasupto,IsaidIwilltellyoubuthe

insistedandsaidhewillcallyoubecauseyouunder

alotofstress,allthesignsweretherebutIdidn't

pickupasinglething,IwillneverbetrayyouKhulani,

Iloveyou".

Khulani:"Youhaveoverstayedyourwelcome".

Amo:"Ihavesignedthedivorcepapers,here".

Sheleft,Kgosiwasatthedoor.

Kgosi:"Shewashereforherclothes?".

Khulani:"Shehasthenervesofcominghere".

Kgosi:"Ibelieveher".

Khulani:"What?".

Kgosi:"IfshewasworkingwithMorokadoyouthink

shewasgonnagothroughwhatshewentthrough



withyou,thisyounggirlriskedherlifetoseeyou

safe".

Khulani:"Allcriminalsaresmart".

Kgosi:"Sheisjustlikeus,sheisalsoavictim".

Khulani:"Butstillwecan'ttrusther".

Kgosi:"Thisisnotaboutus,it'saboutyou,Ibelieve

her.It'saboutyou".

Thosewordslefthimevenmoreconfused,putting

twoandtwotogetherhebelievedthatAmoknew

abouthergrandfather'scrimes.Hedidnotsleep

thinkingabouteverything,inthemorninghewokeup

andwentatherhouse,thehousewascoveredin

yellowtapes,therewasnooneinside,itwasacrime

scenejustlikehishouse.

Hestartedgettingworriedbutforwhathedidn't

know,hewentbacktothehotel.TheDetective

handlingtheMothupicaseswastheretaking

Nomalanga'sstatement.

Khulani:"OhI'msorryIdidn'tknowyoubusy".

Detective:"NoI'mdone".



Khulani:"OkayMomareyoufine?".

Nomalanga:"I'mfine".

Khulani:"Detectiveareyoudonetakingher

statementbecausewewanttogobackhome".

Detective:"Fornoweverythingisdonebutifwe

needanythingwewillcallyouOhandaboutthe

courtcase.ButIdoubtthatwewillgoontrialsince

therearesomanychargeswithconcreteevidence,

hewillbesentencedsoon".

Kgosi:"Thatisgoodnews".

Detective:"Sonyouaremarriedtohis

granddaughterright?".

Henodded.

Detective:"Shecamelastnight,shewantedusto

arresther".

Khulani:"Forwhat?".

Detective:"Sheblamesherselffornotknowing

aboutMoroka'scrimesandsincethebankaccounts

arefrozenandthehouseisunderfurther

investigationI'msuresheisstressed,Ihavetoleave



now".

Kgosi:"Wewilltalk".

Noma:"Khulani-".

Khulani:"Mompleasenotnow".

Kgosi:"Hergrandfathertoldmethatshedidn'twant

toleavebutheforcedher,thatgirldoesn'tknow

anythingabout-".

Khulanididnotevenlethimfinish,heleft,hehired

thecaragainandwentoutlookingforher.Evenif

shebetrayedhimhedidnotcare,hewaswillingto

forgiveherbecausehelovedher.

Hedidn'tknowwheretolookforher,hethought

aboutthepolicestation,hewentthereandsawher

withherbagssittingaloneacrossthestreets.He

blamedhimselfforthat.Hecameandsatdownnext

toher.Shewascrying.

Amo:"Whatareyoudoinghere?".

Khulani:"Let'sgotothehotel,latertodayweare

goingbackhome".

Amo:"Mygrandfatherstolefromyou,Ican't-".



Khulani:"Hestolefromus,rememberItoldyouthat

what'smineisyours,Iamsorry,Iwasangry".

Amo:"NoKhulani,howamIgoingtolookatyour

familyafterwhatmydaddydid?Justgowithoutme".

Khulani:"Ibelieveyounowpleasecomewithme".

Amo:"No".

Khulani:"SonotonlydidMorokastealfromme,he

alsotoldmywifenottorespectme".

Amo:"What?".

Khulani:"BabyIamsorryfornotbelievingyou,

pleasemyloveletsgohome".

Amo:"KhulaniI-".

Khulani:"Yesmylove".

Shewasspeechless.

Khulani:"Iamsorry,wewilltalkwhenwegethome".

HetookthebagstothecarandAmohadnochoice

buttofollowhim.Theyarrivedatthehoteljustright

intime.



Khulani:"Wewillgoinaseparatecar".

Amo:"Yousaidwilltalkwhenwegethome".

Khulani:"Yesbabyhomenotinthehotel,letme

takemybags".

HetookhisbagsandAmostoodinthehotelroom

withherarmsfolded.

Amo:"Iamnotleaving".

Khulani:"IwouldalsolovetostayandthewayI'm

hornyrightnowseeingmywifelookingsobeautiful

infrontofmemakesme-".

Amo:"Youarearepervert".

Helaughed,wellhisplanworked,helovedher.

.

.

.

Inafewhourstheywereatthevillagebutitwaslate,

Khulaniboughtfoodontheirwayhomeforhimand

Amo.



Theyarrivedandtheyweretired,Amowenttothe

bedroomtofreshenupandKhulanifollowedher.

Amo:"KhulaniIthinkit'sbestifyougotoyour

room".

Khulani:"Thisisalsomyroom".

Hesaidundressinginfrontofherandgettinginthe

shower,hecameoutandate.

Amo:"Areyousurethatyouarenotangryatmefor

whatmygrandfatherdid?".

Khulani:"IwasbutIrealizedthatI'mjustpunishing

myselfforgettingangryatyou,youstillloveme?".

Sheblushed.

Amo:"Istillloveyou".

Khulani:"Okaylet'ssleep".

Amo:"Butdon'ttouchme".

Khulani:"Iwon'tpromiseyouthat".

.

.



.

InthemorningKhulaniformallyintroducedAmoto

hismotheratthebreakfasttable.

Nomalanga:"YouarebeautifulAmo".

Amo:"Thankyou".

Nomalanga:"AtleastnowIhaveadaughter,Iam

tiredofhavingonlyboysaround".

TherewasstilltensionbetweenKhulani'sparents

andhenoticedbuthedidnotwanttogetinvolved.

Aguardcameinwithavisitor.

Khulanichockedonhisbreakfastwhenhesawwho

itwas.

Kgosi:"Mapule?".

Mapule:"OhGoodnessKgosiyouarealive?".

Shehuggedhim,shewasjustoverreacting,Khulani

thought.

Kgosi:"Whatbringsyouhere?".

Mapule:"IwantedtocomeforaverylongtimebutI



wasembarrassedtocome,whenIreadinthepapers

thetragedythathappenedtodad,Ithoughtitwas

wrongformysonnottocomeathisgrandfather's

funeral".

Kgosi:"OhbutIthoughtJuniordied".

Mapule:"YeshediedbutwehaveanewJuniornow,

heisfourmonths,IlefthiminthecarbecauseI

wantedtotalktoyouKhulanifirst".

Khulani:"Talktomeaboutwhat?".

Mapule:"Aboutourson".

.
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Therewassilenceforamoment.

Noma:"Ason?".

SheaskedlookingatKhulani.

Khulani:"MapuledidBarutisentyoutodothis?".

Mapule:"Whywouldhe?Mysonishereforthe

funeralandIwantedhimtomeethisfather,why

wouldilieaboutthis?".

Khulani:"Youandyourhusbandarecapableof

doinganything".

Noma:"Iwouldliketoseehim".

Khulani:"Momarefallingforhertricks?Barutilost

everythingandnowhesenthertomilkmoneyfrom

us".

Kgosi:"Wereyoutwodating?".

Khulanilookeddown,hedidnotknowwhattosay.

Khulani:"No,it'ssomethingthathappenedbeforeI

foundoutsheismarried,ImetherwhenIfirstcame

toJohannesburg".



Noma:"Pleasebringthechild".

Mapulewentout,Khulaniwasunsettled,hewas

furious.

Khulani:"ThiswomanisworkingwithBaruti".

Theyignoredhim,Mapulecamebackholdinga

beautifulbabyboy.

Noma:"Bringhimhere".

Mapule:"Hereyougo".

Shesaidsmilingatthebaby,NomalookedatKgosi.

Noma:"Howoldishe?".

Mapule:"Fourmonths,lookIdon'twantanyfights

oryourmoney,Ijustwantedtodotherightthing".

Khulani:"Yourtricksaremakingmesick,where

wereyouallthistime?Maybethisisnotevenyour

child".

Mapule:"KhulanirememberthatItoldyouthatyou

aremyson'sageJunior,whywouldItrickyou,when

IlefthereIwasalreadypregnantbutIdecidedto

keepitasecretbecauseyouareachild!Whatwedid



waswrong".

Noma:"ThischildlookslikeKgosiandKhulani".

KhulanilookedexactlylikehisfatherKgosi.Khulani

couldnotbelieveit.

Khulani:"Thatisnotmychild!".

Noma:"Loweryourvoiceyouwillwakehim".

Kgosi:"TheonlysolutionisdoaDNAtest".

Khulani:"I'mnotdoingthatshit,youmakemesick,

callmewhenyouarealldoneactingstupid".

Noma:"Khulanisitdown".

Khulani:"ButMaI-".

Noma:"SitdownbeforeIslapyou".

Hedidashewastold.

Noma:"Thischildlookslikeyou,lookathim!".

Khulani:"Iwon'tlistentothis!".

Hesteppedoutoftheroom,hedidnotevenlookat

thechild.Mapulefollowedhim.

Mapule:"Idon'texpectyoutobeinhislifebutat



leastaccepthim".

Khulani:"Wealwaysusedprotectionsodon'tcome

hereandclaimthatIhaveachild".

Mapule:"Yesweuseditbuttherewasatimewhere

wedidnot".

Khulani:"Foragrownwomanlikeyou,youshould

haveusedmorningafterpills,thatchildisnotmine".

Kgosi:"DoaDNAtest,ifthechildisnotyourswe

willkickherout".

Mapule:"DNAtestsresultscomeaftertwoweeksI

can'tstayhereforthatlong".

Kgosi:"Wewillpayforit,wewilluseaprivate

companysothatitcomesbacksooner".

Khulani:"FineIwilldoit".

Hewalkedout.

Amowasshocked,shesattherelisteningtothem

talking.Mapulewasgivenaroomandthefollowing

daytheDNAtestingwentonbuteventhough

Khulaniwasagainstit.



Khulani:"Youignoredmeyesterday".

Amoignoredhim.

Khulani:"Babythatchildisnotmine".

Amo:"Whatiftheresultscomesbackpositive?".

Khulani:"Thatwon'thappen".

Amo:"Youtoldmethatyoualwaysusedacondom

butnowwithalltheseclaims,howcanItrustyou?".

Khulani:"Ithappenedonce,Iamsorrybutplease

don'tbelikethem,Ineedyounowmorethanever".

Amo:"Youneedtomanupandacceptyour

responsibilities".

.

.

Noma:"Whatarethepolicesaying?"

Kgosi:"Stillsearchingbuttheyarealsosearching

forBaruti".

Noma:"Youlookrelaxed".

Kgosi:"HowamIrelaxed?Iamalsostressedabout



Nsikayomuzi".

Noma:"Whyareyoustressed?Youabandoned

thesekids,theydon'tevenknowyou,yourfamily

hatedmebecauseIhadnothingcomparedtoyou".

Kgosi:"Canwejustforgetaboutthepastandfocus

onfindourson".

Noma:"Whenwegetourson,I'mtakingthemback

toKzn".

Kgosi:"Nomalangayoucan'tdothat-".

Noma:"Theyaremykids".

Thestormwasstillholdingthemdown,Kgosidid

notquestionher,hekeptquiet,afterall,Nomaraised

hiskids,hewasnotthere.Mphocamein.

Mpho:"Thereissomeoneheretoseeyou".

Kgosi:"Who?".

Mpho:"It'sBaruti".

Theylookedateachother,KgosicalledKhulanivery

quick.

Khulani:"Whatiswrong?".



Kgosi:"Barutiishere".

Mpho:"ShouldIcallthepolice?".

Noma:"Yes".

Kgosi:"No,don'tcallthepolice".

Mpho:"Kgosiareyousure?".

Kgosi:"Invitehimin,Amo,Nomapleaseleavethe

room".

Noma:"NoIcan't,thatman-".

Kgosi:"Nomalangapleasenotnow".

Khulani:"Momplease".

Theystoodup,KhulaniandKgosididnotexpectthis

tohappen.

Kgosi:"Bringhimin".

Mphonodded,therewassilenceintheroom,their

heartswerebeatingveryfast.Kgosihadnot

confrontedBarutiinyears,hehadseenhimfrom

onlyafar.BaruticameinaccompaniedbyMpho.

Kgosi:"ThankyouMpho".



Baruti:"Motherdidmentionthatyourosefromthe

dead".

Kgosi:"It'sabouttimeyoucame,whereismyson

Baruti".

Baruti:"Youarenotevengoingtooffermeadrink?".

Kgosi:"Khulanipourhimadrink".

Khulani:"Nohec-".

Kgosi:"Khulani!".

Hestoodupandpouredhimwhiskey.

Baruti:"Thankyou,youlookexactlyliketheman

whoabandonedyouandyourbrother".

HesaidtoKhulani.

Kgosi:"Whereismyson?".

Baruti:"Yourson?Ohthemissingone,wellIreadon

thenewsthatheismissing,poorchildmaybehe

disappearedlikehisfather".

Khulani:"Iswearifyoudon't-".

Kgosi:"Khulanidon't-thepolicearelookingforyou,



givememysonandIwilldropallthecharges

againstyou".

Khulani:"No,youkilledpops,nochargeswillbe

dropped".

Baruti:"Whydidyoucallmehere?".

Kgosi:"Followme".

Barutistoodupwithconfidence,Khulanifollowed

behind.

Kgosi:"Iamnotangrythatyoukilledmyfather,I'm

justsadthatyoukilledyourownfather,themanwho

lovedandraisedyou".

Baruti:"Whereareyoutakingme?".

Kgosi:"Don'tworry,Iwillnotdoanything,thereis

somethingIneedtoshowyou".

Baruti:"Inthebasement?".

Khulani:"Kgosilet'sjustcallthepolice,whereismy

brother?".

HesaidpushingBarutitothewall,Barutilaughed.

Kgosi:"Khulanistopit!".



Heopenedthebasementlaundryroomandpushed

Kgosiin.

Khulani:"Whatisthis?".

Baruti:"Whatdidyoudotodo?".

HetriedtofightKgosibuttheybothstoppedhim,

theroomhadaveryterriblesmell.

Kgosi:"YoukilledmyfatherandIreturnedafavor,

aneyeforaneyeright?".

Baruti:"Howcouldyoukillmymother,thisisour

mother,sheraisedyou!".

Kgosi:"Mydadalsoraisedyou,let'sleavemy

childrenalone,thisisbetweenusnow,brother".

Baruti:"Youwillregretthis".

Kgosi:"Callmewhenyouarereadytotellmewhere

mysonis,Iwillhearyou,fornowyouneeda

bondingsessionwithyourmother".

Helockedthedoor,Khulanididnotknowthathis

fatherwascapableofdoingthat,tohimhewasjust

acowardguybutthischangedthewayhelookedat

him.



Kgosi:"Youarenotgoingtoaskmeanything?".

Khulani:"No-Iuhm-I-".

Kgosi:"Good,ineedalongshower".

ItwascoldbutKhulanineededacolddrinkto

processwhatjusthappened,ahousekeepergave

Khulanialetter,tohimitwasclearthattheresults

wereback,hesatdownandopenedtheletter,the

resultswere99.9%itwashischild.Hetoretheletter

andthrewthepiecesaway.

Heneededsomeonetotalktoandthatpersonwas

hismother,hewenttoher,shewasholdingthechild.

Khulani:"I-Ididn'tthinkyouarebusy".

Noma:"Don'tbesilly,I'mjustlookingatthis

beautifulface".

Khulanisatdownandlookedatthebaby,thiswasall

crazytohim,hewasnotreadytobeafather.

Khulani:"Whatishisname?".

Noma:"Hismothersaidit'sDestinyNtando".



Khulani:"Oh-Mom,I'msuchahorribleperson,look

athis,helookssoinnocent".

Noma:"Aretheresultsback?".

Henodded,Nomasmiledandgavehimacomforting

hug.

Noma:"Doyouwanttoholdhim?".

Khulani:"No!Imeannotnow,Ijustneedtimeto

processallthis"

Noma:"Notakeyourtime".

HesawAmoanddidn'tknowhowtotellher,itwas

probablygoingtobetoomuchtoher.Hewentto

bedearlyandAmojoinedher.

Amo:"Areyoualright?".

Khulani:"Heismine,well,IknewfromtheminuteI

sawhimbutIwasindenial".

Amo:"Wellhelooksexactlylikeyou".

Khulani:"DoyouhaveaproblemthatIhaveachild?".

Amo:"Idon'twanttolieit'stoomuchforme".



Khulani:"IknowandIunderstand,havingachild

doesnotmeanIwillloveyouanyless".

Amo:"Goodnight".

Sheignoredhimandturnedoffthelight,Khulani

knewitwastoomuchforher.Amodidnotsleep,

shekeptontossingandturninguntilsheheard

peoplespeakingoutsideoftheroom.Shestoodup

butcouldnothearclearlywhattheyweresaying.

Amo:"Khulani,Khulani".

Shewhisperedtohim.

Khulani:"Whyareyounotsleeping?".

Amo:"Therearepeopletalking".

Khulani:"People?Maybeit'stheworkers".

Amofeltnervousandlockedthebedroomdoor.

Afteranhourtheyheardsomeonescreaming,they

wokeup,itwasMapule.

Kgosi:"Whatisgoingon?".

Khulani:"Itoldyoutocallthepolice,Guards!!".

Baruti:"IfanyonetriestocomenearmeIwilldrop



thischildonthesestares".

Kgosi:"Barutiputthechilddown".

Baruti:"IkilledmyownchildanddoyouthinkIwill

sparethisone?Mywitchdoctortoldmethatthereis

anewborninthisfamily,doyouthinkIwasgonna

comehereiftherewasnochild?".

Kgosi:"Whatareyou?Areyouawitchnow?Putthe

childdown".

Noma:"Mapule!".

Shewasonthefloorbleeding.BabyNtandowas

cryinguncontrollably.

Barutitookoutapieceofpaperwithhislefthand.

Baruti:"Here'syourgift".

Hethrewsomepowderonthem,Khulaniquickly

coveredhimselfandAmo,hismotherwasonthe

floortryingtohelpMapule.

Theydon'tknowhowBarutiranout.

Khulani:"Howisshe?".

Noma:"Idon'tknow,callanAmbulance!".



Amo:"Khulani!Yourfather".

Kgosiwasfightingthepowderthatheinhaled.

Khulani:"Pleasedon'tcloseyoureyes,please".

HebeggedKgosi.TheguardscameandMpho.

Khulani:"Mphopleasetakethiswomantothe

hospitalpleasehurry".

Mpho:"AndKgosi?".

Khulani:"Notelltheguardstotakehimtohis

bedroom".

Noma:"Yourfatherneedstogotothehospital".

Khulani:"Momcan'tyouseethis,thisispure

witchcraft,thatmankilledmygrandfather,hisown

sonandNsika,nowhetookmychild".

Noma:"Callthepolice".

Khulani:"No".

Herantohisbedroomandcamebackwitha

Chieftaincynecklace,hebelievedthatitwasgoing

helphimthesamewayasithelpedhimwith

Kgosigale.Hewenttohisfathersbedroom,Kgosi



wasbattlingwhateverthatheinhaled.

Noma:"Whatareyoudoing?".

Amo:"OhGodNo".

Noma:"Whatishedoing?".

Amodidnotevensay,Khulanilayeddownandwore

thenecklace.Thistimehefocused.Allhecouldhear

wasthebabycrying,therewasnosignofNsikaand

thenecklacewasdraininghim,itwaspowerful.He

focusedandfollowedthebaby'svoice,allhecould

seewastheforest.Hewokeupandquicklytookoff

thenecklace,hewasbreathingheavily.

Helookedathisfatherandgavehimthenecklace.

Khulani:"I'msurethiswillhelphim".

Hewenttochangehisclothes,heworecomfortable

clothesandtakkies,itwasrainingheavilyoutside

anditwasthemiddleofthenight.Amofollowedhim.

Amo:"Whereareyougoingatthistime?".

Khulani:"Barutican'tgetawaywithallthis,how

manypeoplehavetodieforhimtostop?".



Amo:"Hewillkillyou,Callthepolice,Iwillcallthe

police".

Khulani:"Thepolicefailedlongago,just-justmake

surethatKgosigetsbetterjustincaseIdon'tcome

back".

Amo:"Please,pleasedon'tgo".

Heopenedthedoor,hetooktheraincoatthatwas

hangedbehindthedoor,hedidnotknowwherehe

wasgoingbutheknowstheforest,itwasnexttothe

riverthatNsikainitiatedat.

.

.

.

ItwashardtowalkintherainandKhulaniwas

askinghimselfthathowdidBarutibrokeintothat

basementdoorbutherememberedthatitwasjusta

door,therewasnothingspecialaboutit,thewalk

wasverylongandtherainwasstillhard.Hewalked

totheforestanditwasdarkandscary,helooked

backandsawahouseonhisfarleft,anditlooked



likepeoplewerebusyrunningupanddowninthe

heavyrainandinthemiddleofthenight.Hisheart

ledhimthere.

Itlookedliketheywerepreparingforthewedding,

Khulaniwantedtoaskiftheysawamanwalking

aroundwiththechildoriftheydidsawacardriving

totheforest.Hewentinsidethehousewherea

groupofmenwere,eatingmeat.Heaskedbut

everyonesaidno,heworeahoodiebecausehedid

notwantpeopletonoticehim.Hedecidedtowalk

straighttotheforestbutitwasdark,verydark.He

sawatorchlightcominghiswayandstopped,he

gotverynervousandhidbehindahugetree.He

heardfamiliarvoicesbuthewasstillabitskeptical

tocomeout,thevoiceswerenearhim,itwasKgosi

andMpho.

Khulani:"Youscaredme,yougoodnow?".

Kgosi:"Ifeelbetter".

Khulani:"HowisMapule?".

Mpho:"Theytookhertothehospital,Barutistabbed

her".



Kgosi:"Iknowwherewearegoing,followme".

Kgositookthemtowherehewastakentolasttime,

therewasnothingthere.

Mpho:"WhatisthisCavefor?".

Khulani:"Theytookyouherelasttimethinkingthat

youareNsika,I'mgoingin".

Kgosi:"Thereisnothinghere,don'tgoin".

Khulani:"Wehavetosearch,Nsika!Nsika".

HetookthetorchlightinMpho'shandandgotinside

thecave,Kgosicouldnotlethimgoalone,they

followedhim.

Kgosi:"Stop!".

Therewasahugesnakeinsidethecave,they

couldn'tmovebecauseoffear.

Theyallranaway.

Mpho:"Youhavesomanyproblemsnow,don'tyou

thinkyoushouldconsultwithatraditionalperson".

Kgosi:"Oursdied,wecan'ttrustanoutsider".



Mpho:"Butnowanoutsideriswhatyouneed,allow

metotakeyoutothetraditionalperson,thisisnot

right".

Kgosi:"No,thatpersonhastobeappointedbyour

ancestors,wehavetointroducethatpersonto

them".

Khulani:"Butnowwedon'thavetimeforthat,achild

isindangerandwehavetofindNsika".

Kgosiwasagainstitbutfromtheforesttheywalked

tothetraditionalhealershouse,theyweresoaking

wetanditwasstilldarkoutside,theywokeherup.

Mpho:"Mme,myfriendshereneedyourhelp,urgent

help".

Shelookedatthem.

Mpho:"ThisisMmeMotlatsi".

MmeMotlatsi:"IsthisKgosi?".

Theylookedateachotherandgenodded.

Hewelcomedthemtoherancestralhouse.

MmeMotlatsi:"Takethistowel".



Shetookherpackofbonesandstartedspeakingto

herancestors,shethenaskedKgositoblowinside

thebag.

MmeMotlatsi:"Yoursonandyourgrandsonare

missing".

Theynodded.

NmeMotlatsi:"Someonedidaverybadthingto

yourgrandfathersgraveKgosi,youruncle-".

Kgosi:"Idon'thaveanuncle,myfatherwasanonly

child".

MmeMotlatsi:"Lies,youhaveanunclewhoisolder

thanKgosigale,whenyourgrandfatherdied,your

fatherrefusedtocontinuetheroyallegacy,he

wantedtobetheChiefinsteadandrefusedtowear

theroyalprotectionnecklacebecauseheknewthat

hewasnottherightfulheirtothethrone,your

grandfatherandKgosigaledecidedtokeepita

secretandnevertalkaboutyourunclebecausehe

wasaccusedofthemostterriblething,youruncleis

therootofyourproblems".

Khulani:"ButBarutiistheonecausingallthis".



MmeMotlatsi:"Barutiisthemessenger,Barutiis

nothimself,heiscontrolledbywhatyouruncleis

doingtohim,thatmanisjustawalkingdead,Baruti

diedlongago".

Kgosi:"Idon'tknowmyuncle,wherecanIfindhim?".

MmeMotlatsi:"Thetruthis,thatmanismorethan

justanuncletoyou,goyouwillfindhim".

Khulani:"Ifwefindhim,thatmeanswehavetogive

himbackwhatishis?".

MmeMotlatsi:"No,yourancestorschosetheright

personforthethroneandtherightpersonto

continuethelegacythatKgosigalebroke".

Khulani:"Whoisthatperson?".

MmeMotlatsi:"Yourbrother".

Khulani:"Nsika?".

Kgosi:"Nsikaisalive?".

MmeMotlatsi:"Goandmakepeacewithyouruncle,

yourancestorsareverystrong,Ican'tgiveyou

anything,onlythemwillprotectyou".



Khulani:"ButNsika,whereishepleasetellme".

MmeMotlatsi:"Heiswithhiselders,safe".

Theylefttheplacebuttheyfelttheydidnotgethelp

becauseshedidnottellthemwhotheuncleis.

Kgosi:"Mpho,yourmotherwaspresentwhenIwas

born,mymotherdiedinfrontofher".

Mpho:"Yesshesayssowhat'sup?WhatdidMme

Motlatsisay?".

Kgosi:"Ineedtoseeyourmothernow,Iknowit's

latebut-".

Mpho:"I'msureshewon'tmindifwewakeherup".

TheywalkedtoMpho'shouse,hismotheropened

forthem.

Mpho:"Iwillgotakethecar,I'mtiredofwalking".

Kgosi:"Okay...HelloMmeIamsorrytowakeyou

up".

Mpho'sMother:"Youdon'tknowhowhappyiwas

whenMphosaidyouareback".

Kgosi:"Iamalsohappytobeback,MmeIhave



questionsandwedon'thavetime.Youwerethereat

homealmostallyourlife,doesfatherhavea

brother?".

Mpho'sMother:"Doyouneedtea?".

Kgosi:"Noplease-".

Khulani:"Yesplease".

.

.

.

.

Mpho'sMother:"Thereyougo,youwillhelp

yourselveswithsugar".

Khulani:"Thankyou".

Kgosialsotookhis.

Mpho'sMother:"Thenewsarealloverthevillage

thatyourfatherdiedandMphotellsmethatnota

singlepersonhascometopaytheirrespect".



Kgosi:"Maybeit'sbecauseitisraining".

Mpho'sMother:"Everyonelovedandrespected

Kgosigalebutwhenthefireeruptedinthe

chieftaincyancestralroomeveryonestartedasking

questions,youknowKgosiIwasworkingforyour

grandfatherbeforehedied,Iknewmostofhis

secrets".

Kgosi:"Pleasetellmeaboutmyuncle,itisvery

importantthatIfindhim".

Mpho'sMother:"Hewasbanishedandtakenaway

fromeveryone".

Khulani:"I'msorrytointerruptyoubutwhatdidhe

do?".

Mpho'sMother:"Heinitiatedintheriveratavery

youngagelikeyourbrotherNsika,hewasthe

chosenonebytheancestors,yourgrandfatherhad

tostepdownsincetherewasachosenone,your

unclefoughthisfathertostepdownandchaos

startedintheroyalhousehold.EveryonesaidYour

unclewasdisrespectful.Hedecidedtoleavebut

yearslaterhecamebackbecausetheancestors



wantedhimbackhome,hecamebackwitha

girlfriendwhowaspregnant,onthenightwhenhe

camebacktheancestorswellIbelievethatitwas

theancestorswhopunishedhim.Hehadafightwith

hisfatherandmistakenlystabbedhispregnant

girlfriend".

Kgosi:"Didshemakeit?".

Mpho'sMother:"No,butthechildlived".

Kgosi:"Hewasbanishedwithhischild?".

Mpho'sMother:"No,hischildissittingrightherein

frontofme".

Kgosi:"What?".

Mpho'sMother:"Kgosi,Kgosigaleisnotyourfather,

theybanishedyourfatherandtookyouawayfrom

him.YourfatherisMmusiMothupiwhonowcalls

himselfMoeketsi,thehealeracrosstheforest".

TOBECONTINUED
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Kgosi:"MyfatherisKgosigale!".

Mpho'sMother:"Kgosigalelovedandraisedyoubut

heisnotyourfather!YoursonNsikainitiatedatthe

riverjustlikehisgrandfatherMmusi".

Khulani:"Ifheishisfatherthenwhywouldheharm

hisfamily?Hisonlyson?".

Mpho'sMother:"Idon'tknowbutKgosiheisyour

father".

Kgosifeltlikehiswholelifewasscramblingrightin

frontofhim.



Kgosi:"MyfatherisKgosigale!".

Khulani:"Wherecanwefindhim?".

Kgosi:"Iamnotfallingfortheselies".

Mpho'sMother:"Mphowillshowyou,helivesinthe

farmsjustaftertheforest".

Khulani:"I'mgoingtherewithorwithoutyouKgosi".

Kgosi:"KhulaniNo!".

Mpho'sMother:"WaitforMphotogiveyouwarm

clothes".

Mphocameandgavethemclothes,Kgosifinally

agreedtocomewiththem,atleastMphofetcheda

car.Kgosiwasveryanxious,hisanxietywasallover.

Itwasthemorning,verycleartosee.

Khulani:"Iseethehouse".

Mpho:"That'swherewearegoing".

Khulani:"Wowit'saveryexcludedplace".

Kgosi:"JustdriveMpho".

TheydrovetoMrMoeketsi'shouse,heparkedinside



theyard,andMrMoeketsisawthemandwaited

outside.

MrMoeketsi:"Mothupi-".

Khulani:"Maywecomein,please".

MrMoeketsinodded,hewasalsosurprisedtosee

them,hewonderedwhyhisancestorsdidnotshow

himthattheywerecoming.Hewelcomedthemin.

Theysatdown.

MrMoeketsi:"WhatcanIhelpyouwith?".

Kgosi:"Whydidyounoteventrytogetholdofme?".

MrMoeketsi:"Excuseme?".

Kgosi:"Igrewupherebutyoukeptyourdistance,if

youarereallymyfatherwhydidn'tyoueventryto

reachouttome?".

MrMoeketsi:"Whotoldyouthat?".

Kgosi:"Areyoumyfather?".

MrMoeketsi:"Theybanishedmeandtookyouaway

fromme".



Kgosi:"That'swhyyousentBarutitodestroyusand

takemysonandmygrandchild?".

MrMoeketsi:"Kgosigaleand-".

Kgosi:"Whereismyson?".

MrMoeketsi:"IwillneverharmyouKgosi,Your

grandfatherandKgosigalebanishedme!!Iamnota

badperson!".

Kgosi:"Thenwhyareyoudoingthis?Youkilledmy

father-Kgosigale!Ofcourseyouareabadperson".

Kgosiwasangry,hurtandfeltbetrayed.

Khulani:"PleasetelluswhereBarutiis,hehasan

innocentchild".

MrMoeketsi:"IhatedmyFatherandnotKgosigale,

heraisedyouandgaveyouthelovethatmaybeI

wasn'tgonnabeabletogiveittoyou".

Kgosi:"Thenwhydidyoukillhim?".

MrMoeketsi:"Ididnot,Baruticameherelookingfor

help,hewantedtodestroyallofyou-".

Kgosi:"Andyousenthimtokillmyson?".



MrMoeketsi:"Iprotectedyourson,ImadeBaruti

believethatheisdead,Itookyoursontotheplace

whereIknowthathewillbesafe.Heisanheirtothe

throne,nothingwillhurthimandforaslongasIam

alive,KgosiIamnotyourenemy,theancestorsare

doingallthis,theyevenburnttheancestralhouse".

Khulani:"ButBarutiisworkingforyou".

MrMoeketsi:"IgaveBarutiwhatwillhelphimbuthe

decidedtouseitotherwise,hecamehereandtold

methatmythingsdonotworkonhimandthatI'm

fake-wait-ifBarutiworksforme,hewouldhave

takeneverythingfromyou,Igavehimwrong

medicine.Tellmewhydidmyherbsdidnotworkon

himifheworksforme?".

Kgosi:"Becauseyouareawitchjustlikehim".

MrMoeketsi:"IprotectedyouKgosiagainstthat

man,Iamtheonewhomadesurethatyoudonot

burninthatcar".

Kgosi:"Dont!".



Khulani:"Showmewheremybrotheris".

MrMoeketsi:"Followme".

Hewalkedwiththemtotheforestandtothecave.

MrMoeketsi:"Heishere".

Khulani:"But,there'sahugesnakehere".

Kgosi:"Donotplaygameswithus".

TheysawBaruticomingwithachild.

Kgosi:"Bringthechildhere".

MrMoeketsi:"Givehimtome".

BarutigavethechildtoMrMoeketsi.

MrMoeketsi:"Kgosithisisourtimenow,comewith

me,comestaywithme".

Kgosi:"What?".

MrMoeketsi:"Ihavebeentryingallmylifetoget

you,towinyourheart,takeyourkidsandcomewith

me.YouaretheonlyfamilyIhave".

Khulani:"Givememychild!".

MrMoeketsi:"Heisinnocent,Ikilledmyownfather



outangerandhisshadowfollowsmeeverywhereI

go,thischildisinnocentandpure,hewillendallmy

problems".

Khulani:"No,pleasedon't".

Kgosi:"Giveusthechild!".

Mpho:"Nsika!Nsika!".

HekeptrunningaroundcallingNsika'sname,hoping

hemighthearhim.

Khulani:"pleasestophim!".

Kgosi:"Iwilldoit,Iwilldowhatyouwantmetodo

butpleaseleavemykids,letmychildrengohome,

takeme,haveme".

.

.

.
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MrMoeketsi:"Youaremyson,Iwillneverhurtyou

andyourchildrenbutIamdesperatehere,Ineed

thischild".



Khulani:"Please,pleasedon'tdothis".

MrMoeketsi:"Itriedwithyoursonbutheistoo

strong".

BabyNtandowascrying,poorbaby,hedidnoteven

knowwhatwasgoingon,Khulanididnotknowthat

hewouldevercarethismuchforahumanbeing,his

heartwasachingforBabyNtando.

Khulani:"Kgosidosomething,please,hewillhurt

mychild".

Baruti:"YoudeservethisKgosi,Ineverlikedyou-".

MrMoeketsi:"Stopit!KgosiIamsorry,Iloveyou,

youaremychild,myonlyfamily".

Thetearswererollingdown.

MrMoeketsi:"Ihavetofreemyself,ifIdothisyour

sonwillalsobefree".

Hewentinsidethecavewiththebaby,Khulani

followedandtriedtostophim,theybothwentback

whenapythoncameout.

MrMoeketsi:"Ihavetofreemyselffromhim,Itried

togivehimNsikabecauseheinitiatedontheriver



justlikemebutherefusedhimbecauseyoursonis

toostrong.IhavehadthissnakeforyearsbutnowI

wanttofreemyselffromit,forgivemeson".

Noonemoved,thepythonwasrightthereinfrontof

them.Moeketsiwentinsidethecaveandcameback

withNsika,hewasalivebuthelookedverythin.

Theywantedtogoandhughimbuttheygotnervous

ofthepython.MrMoeketsitookthebabytothecave,

NoonesawhowKhulanirantohim,hesnatchedthe

childfromhishands.

Khulani:"Mphotakethechildbackhome,pleaserun

anddon'tlookback".

MrMoeketsi:"Whatareyoudoing?Doyouknow

whatyouhavedone?Yourbrotherwillhavetolive

withitfortherestofhislife".

HelookedatNsika.

Kgosi:"Nsika-".

Nsika:"Iamlikehim,Ihavetolivewithit,goback

homeiwillbefine".

Kgosi:"Wehavetokillit".



Moeketsi:"Thisneedsfleshforittodisappear".

Nsika:"Don'tworry,justgobackhome,Iwillbefine".

Khulanilookedathisbrotherandhecouldnot

controlhimself,hecriedandslowlymovedtothe

cave.

Nsika:"Khulaniwhatareyoudoing?Youarenotlike

me,thisthingwillkillyou".

Kgosi:"Khulanistopit!Comebackhere,pleasetake

myhand".

Heshookhishead.

Khulani:"Ican'tstandtoseemybrothersuffer,Iam

sorry,Iamfreeingyoutoday".

Kgosi:"KhulaniNo!".

Hewentinsidethecaveandthepythonfollowed.

ThelastthingtheyheardwereKhulani'sscreams.

MrMoeketsi:"It'sover,wearebothfree,comewith

meKgosi".

Kgosi:"Youareoutofyourmind!".

Hejumpedontohimandpunchedhimseveraltimes,



Moeketsididnotfightback,Kgosiwasfurious,he

tookastoneandstampedhimwithit.

Nsika:"Stop!Stopit!".

Kgosimovedback,Moeketsiwasnotmoving.

Baruti:"Whatdidyoudothatfor?".

Kgositookasmallwoodonthegroundandstabbed

himonhisthroat.

Kgosi:"Gohome".

Theyheardthepolicecoming.Nsikasatdownwith

Kgosi.Theywonderedwhocalledthepolice,when

thepolicecametheywerewithNoma,Amoand

Mpho'smother.

Noma:"Nsika,Mybaby".

Policeofficer:"OhLord,Mothupiwhathappened

here?".

Nsika:"Mybrotherisinherepleasefindhim".

WhenthepolicewentinNsikastoppedthem.

Nsika:"Thereisahugesnakeinhere".



Noma:"WhatisKhulanidoingwiththesnakes?

Whereismyson?".

Policeofficer:"Callthesnakescatcherandan

ambulance".

Hedirectedtootherpoliceofficers.

Policeofficer:"Whokilledthem?".

Kgosi:"Idid".

Policeofficer:"Mothupithisisaveryseriouscrime".

Kgosi:"mysonwasmissingformonthsandyoudid

notfindhimandnowthatIhavefoundhimand

foughthiskidnappersyouaretellingmethatthisis

aseriouscrime?Arrestmethen".

Theofficershookhishead.

Aftersometimeanambulancecameandthe

paramedicstookcareofNsika,thesnakecatchers

gotbusysearchingforthesnakeinsidethecave.

Themancameout.

Him:"Thereisariverdeepinsidehere,wewill

continuesearchinguntilwefindthesnakeandthe

missingperson".



NomaandAmowerecrying,Kgositoldtheofficer

aboutthebodyintheirhouse,MmeMothupi'sbody.

Kgosiwastakenbythepoliceandthebodieswere

takenbythepeoplefromthemorgue.

Noma:"WhenKhulanigetsback,wearegoingback

home".

Nsika:"I'mnotgoing,mylifeisherenow".

Mphocameafterthem.

Mpho:"I-Khulani-".

Noma:"Bringhimhere".

Amo:"I'msureheishungry".

Nsika:"Whoisthechild?".

Noma:"ItyourBrotherschild".

Nsika:"Khulanihasachild?".

Noma:"YeswithMapule".

Nsika:"Bringhimhere".

Hetookhimandlookedathim,hesmiledand

whispered.



Nsika:"Thefuturelooksbrightinyoureyes".

Nsikastoodup.

Nsika:"Mphopleasegeteveryoneandstartbuilding

theancestralhouse".

Mpho:"Therainhasstopped,Iamonit".

Nsika:"Iwantittobebuiltevenatnight,Iwantitto

bedonebytomorrowafternoon".

Noma:"Nsika-".

Nsika:"MomIamtakingbackthethrone".

Noma:"Asthechief?".

Nsika:"No,theKing".

Noma:"That'saverybigtitle,yourfatherisinjail,

youneedtowaitforhim".

Nsika:"Theancestorsarewithhim,heiscoming

backhometonight".

.

.

.



AsNsikapredicted,Kgosicamebackhome.

Kgosi:"Idon'tknowhowithappenedbutthepolice

officerdecidednottopresschargesagainstme".

Nsika:"It'stheancestors,IhaveaskedMphoto

gatherthebuildersandstartbuildingtheancestral

house".

Kgosi:"Okay,fathersbodyiscomingthisside

tomorrow".

Noma:"AndKhulani?".

Kgosi:"Theyarestillinthatcave,ohthat'smy

phoneringing".

Hewentouttoanswerhisphone,hecamebackwith

adrawnface.

Kgosi:"Mapuledidnotmakeit".

Amo:"OhmyGod".

Noma:"Threepeoplehavediedinthisfamily".

Kgosi:"it'sfour,wehavetoprepareafuneralfor

fourpeople,MoeketsiisaMothupi".

Nsika:"Theancestralhousewillbedoneby



tomorrownight".

Kgosi:"Ihavetovisitthelocalradiostationthey

havebeencallingme,thefuneralwillbeon

Thursday".

Amo:"ButKhulaniisnothere".

Kgosi:"Hewillcomebackhome".

ThemunicipalityofferedtohelptheMothupiwith

thefuneral,Mapule'sfamilyalsocame,itwasavery

sadfuneralwithlotsofpeopleandjournalists.

Kgosi:"It'salldone".

Nsika:"Bringthebabyhere".

Hetookasmallbraceletandputitaroundbaby

Ntando'shand.

Kgosi:"Whatisthis?".

Nsika:"HeistheonewhowillcarrytheMothupi

legacyforaverylongtime".

Kgosismiled.

Kgosi:"NsikaIamsureyouhaveseenit,willwefind

Khulani?".



Nsika:"Idon'tthinkthatIwillbeabletolivewithout

him".

Kgosi:"Whatdoesthatmean?".

Nsika:"Itmeans,takecareofthatbaby,thefuture

looksbrightinhiseyes".

Kgosi:"ButNsikayouarenotansweringmy

question".

Nsika:"Thatsnake...whenMoeketsiinitiatedinthe

riverthatwasthesnakehecameoutwith,itwashis

guardianbutwhenhefailedtodohisduties,it

turnedagainsthim.ThatsnakeneededaMothupi

fleshandbloodtofreeitselffromthatcaveandfor

Moeketsitobefreefromit.Ihavemyownguardian

that'swhyitdidnottouchme".

Hestoodupandlefthim.

Noma:"Thepolicearehere".

Kgosi:"Amotakethechild".

Shetookhimupstairs.

Noma:"Officertellmeyoufoundmyson".



Hetookoffhishatandsatdown.

Policeofficer:"Hewasfound".

Kgosi:"Whereishe?".

Nsikawasstandingbythedoor,heknewwhatwas

goingon.

Policeofficer:"Iamsorrybutyoursondidnotmake

it".

Foramomenttherewassilenceintheroom.The

SilencewasbrokeoutbyNomalanga'sscreams,she

criedveryloud.Amocamerunningdownstairs.

Amo:"WhereisKhulani?".

Nooneresponded,theirsilencesaiditall,shebroke

downintears.Nsikajustwentout.

Policeofficer:"Mothupiyoucancomewithusjust

tomakesureifit'sreallyhim".

Kgosicouldnotevenstandupbuthetried,hehadto

bestrongforAmogelangandKhulani'smother.

Laterhecameback,itwashim.Khulaniwasno

more.Themostsaddestthingwasthattheyhada

funeraloffourpeopleandnowtheywillhave



anotherfuneral.Itwasverysourinthehouse,Amo

lockedherselfinherroom,Nomadidnotwantto

talktoanyone.

Mpho'sMother:"Afterthefuneraltheywillfeel

better".

Kgosi:"Ihavesufferedenough,Imisshimalready,

hewasthemostarrogantpersoneverbutImiss

that".

Theyarrangedthefuneralveryfast,people

sympathizedwiththeMothupifamily,Khulani's

funeralwasverysad,itbecameevenmoresadwhen

peoplewereshownbabyNtando.Khulani'sbeautiful

picturewasmadeinahugeframe,hewasavery

handsomeboy.

Pastor:"Beforeweproceed,thisyoungladywillread

theselettersfromKhulani'swifeandtheonefrom

hisbrother".

"Khulani,MyKhulani,wemetatawrongtime,ittook

youtimetogettoknowmeandIneverwantedto

knowyoubecauseofyourarrogance.Iknewthat

deepdownyouareagoodperson,Icanwriteabook



aboutyou.EveryonecallsmeAmobutyouarethe

onlyoneexceptformygrandfatherwhocalledme

Amogelang,nomatterhowangryyouwereatmebut

IwasstillyourAmogelang.Wegotmarriedatavery

youngageandyougavemelovethatIdon'tthinkI

willevergetfromanyoneelse,Imissyou,whydid

youleavemesosoon?Idon'twanttocrybecauseI

knowthatyouhatedittoseemehurtbutIcan'thelp

it.WhenBabyNtandofirstcamehereyoutoldme

thathavingababydoesnotmeanyouwillloveme

anyless,Ipromisetolovehimandtakecareofhim

foraslongasIlive.IloveyousomuchKhulani.

SleepwellmyLove,YourAmogelang".

.

.

Therewassilenceinthechurch,theytookNsika's

letterbutNsikastoodup.

Nsika:"No,Idon'tneedaletter".

HewentandstoodnexttoKhulani'scasket.

Nsika:"Brother,Everyoneusedtosaywearetwins



butyouwouldtellthemthatyouarenotmytwin

becauseyouaremorehandsomethanme".

Helaughedalittleandpeoplelaughed.

Nsika:"Wegrewuptogetheranddideverything

togethereventhoughsometimesyouwouldmake

mewashdisheswhenitwasyourturn,youalways

hadyourwaysofblackmailingme".

Peoplelaughedagain.

Nsika:"Ican'tbelievethatI'mstandingheretoday,

wehadplansanddreams,wewentthroughalotand

therewasneverasingletimewhereweturnedour

backsoneachother,yeswehadourdifferencesas

siblingsbutthosedifferencesdidnotdivideus.In

youIhadabigbrotherbutmostlyIhadafather.You

werethemostcaringandlovingpersonevertome,

sometimesyouwoulddothingsbehindmyback

thinkingthatyouareprotectingmeandIhadto

pretendlikeIdon'tseeit.Icangoonthewholeday

aboutyou.IfIlistenedtoyoumaybeyouwouldstill

behere,youwantedtoleaveeverythingandgoback

home,lookingforourfathertookyouawayfromme.



Ourfatherisherebutnowyouaregone,shouldthat

makemehappy?Youdiedtryingtoprotectmelike

youalwaysdid,IloveyousomuchandIdon'tthinkI

willbeabletolivewithoutyou,youhaveleftwiththe

otherpartofme,youweremylife,Ifeelempty,I

don'tknowhowamIgoingtodothis,Khulaniwhy?-

why-".

Hebrokedownintotears,Kgosirushedtohimand

huggedhim.Theceremonywasasuccesswithlots

oftearsandthecelebrationofKhulaniZondo'sLife.

RestInPeaceKhulaniPulaZondoMothupi.

TheZondoBrothers.

.

.

.

.

.



ThroughouttheZondoBrothersjourneyyouguys

havebeensoamazing,Thankyouforyoursupport

darlings


