
*Themanualoflove*

[11/3,20:40]Marcia:"Whatislove?"

Lungieymyfriendof6yearsasksmeasIfitthe5th

weddinggown,wehavebeenherefor2hoursandI

stillhaven'tfoundaperfectdressorshouldIsaymy

"ideal"dress.Iknowsheisfrustrated,wehavebeen

cominghereforthepastsixweeksandIhaven't

reachedadecisionyet,youwillswearI'mnotgetting

marriedin3weeks.

Me-(sighs)isthatatrickquestion?

Lungiey-nofriendImeanhowdoyouknowitlove?

Istherealightbulbthatjustclicks?Oryoujustknow,

physically?

Shelooksatme,thatwhenitregistersthatsheis

serious,howdoIbreakitdowntoherdoIeven

knowmyself?

Me-Iguessithowyoufeelwhenyouaroundthat

person.(Smiles)Sizwemakesmehappy,hemakes

mecontentwithmyself,hebuysmeflowers,he

mademewanttogetmarried,youknowIwasn'tinto

allthat,heknowsmeliterally,IlovethatmanandI



cannotwaittobeMrsSizweKhumalo.

Lungieylooksatherfriendfeelingsadforher

thinkingtoherselfhowmuchofafeministshewas,

theboldtype,howshedominatesineverythingshe

does.Sizwemanagetotamethelionessher,he

fittedherperfectly,sheremembershowhappyshe

waswhenSizweturnedherbestfriendtoahopeless

romanticasboldasherbestfriendwassheknew

deepdownwasawomanwhoneededtobe

cherishedandappreciatedbyamalefigure,Sizwe

Khumalowasthatmanorwashe??

"LUNGIEY!!!!"

Me-(bored)Seriouslywheredidyougoto??(Turned

andlookedatthemirror,sizingherdress)

Lungiey-hawu!FriendIthinkthatthedress.Lookat

thatass,tshisa!!Banyise

Me-(shocked)WHAT??!!!YouknowIhateBobtube

dresses,(sighs)(lookingatherfriend,wondering

whateatingherup,sheevenforgotthatshehates

anythingBobtubed)Ithinkweshouldleavenow.



Lungiey-yeah(sighs)wewillfindyouadress

bhabha(fakesmiles)

MYAPARTMENT

Afteralongshower,Irelaxinthelivingroom

thinkingaboutLungieysbehaviourtoday.Itakemy

phonetocallher,itringsanditmymom,holy

crackersIpromisedtocallhertoday.

Me-mawami

Mom-nywenywemawamimyfoot,who'schildare

you?Ididn'traisealiarforachild,areyouchanging

yourcareertoapoliticiannow?

Me-(laughs)Iloveyoutoomom

Wecontinuetalkingforendlesshours,Iloveour

relationship.

MynameisNelisiweSiwela(26)bornandbreadin



Durban,workingatZulu&Sonslogisticsandsupply

chaincompanyasatheirlogisticsandsupplychain

strategist.I'myourordinarygirlnextdoor,fairin

complexion,size34thatthebiggestIhalfeverbeen,

IlovethecolourblueandI'mobsessedwiththeID

channel(momalwayscallsittheSatanchannel)

shedoesn'tunderstandthefascinationabout

hearingaboutmurdersandserialkillers.Ihavea

bestfriendLungileNxumalo(27),lightcomplexion,

size28,lungieyisyourtypicalmodeltypegirl,wemet

6yearsagoinvarsityandherewearetoday.Sizwe

Khumalo(29)ismyboyfriendof4yearswellnow

fiance,heisalawyerbyprofessionIlovethisguy.

Letdothis...

[11/3,20:40]Marcia:ATZULU&SONSCO.....

8:00aminthemorning

Nellywalksintowardsthereceptiondesk,everyday

shechecksthenoticeboardherself,regardlessthat

theyhaveareceptionistwhoitherdutytoinform



managementaboutanynoticesbutsheprefersto

checkitherselfithasbecomeahabitofhers.As

shereachestheboardoneparticularnoticecatches

herattention,"Allstaffandmanagementtomeetat

thelowerdepartment10minutesbeforeeveryone

goestobranch".

Shewalkstowardsthereceptiondesk....

Mbali-GoodmorningMissSiwelaorisitMrsKay

now(shewinks)

(Thixo!!!Yaphaphalomtana)

Me-MorningMbali,doyouknowanythingaboutthe

meetingthatistobeheldtodaybeforebranch?

NoticesthatshedimissedthewholeMrsKay

statement,shewonderswhyshesoprivateabout

herlovelife,infacteverythingaboutherpersonallife

shedoesn'treallyengageitwithpeople.Itdoesn't

helpthatsheisbossanddomineeringabouther

work,alreadythatmakesherunapproachable.Itlike



shebuiltthiswallwitharoundherthatnocansee

throughherbeyondthehardcoreAlphafemale

persona.

Mbali-ohMrZuluinformedmeearlytodaythat

Sbaniisback,Iguessthatwhatthisisabout.

Me-(confused)Sbani?

Mbali-(takenback)howlonghaveyoubeenworking

here????Waitdoanswerthat,I'mnotevensuprised,

youpracticallyliveinyourownbubble.

Me-(puzzledbyherstatement)thisisaworkplace

andweheretoworknottochitchatthatwhythere

areresturantsforthat,thisain't"happyhour"it

workinghours,keyword"work".

Mbali-anywaysSbanisezweZuluisMrZulu2ndson,

heisverycoldarg!!!!Idon'tknowhowhegot

marriedtothatsweetwoman.

Me-MrZuluhas3sonsIonlyknowofSiphoand

Shaka.IhavenevermetShakathough,Ionlyknow

ofhimbecauseMrZuluisalwayscomplainingabout



him.Anywaysenoughwiththeirrelevantchat.Have

agoodday.

Shewalkstoheroffice.......

SOMEWHEREINPRETORIA

Him-babehurryup,myflightlivesatone,Iwantus

tohavebreakfasttogetherwithAyandathanwecan

drophimatschool,afteryouwilldrivemetothe

airport.

Her-I'llbeoutnownowbabe.(Shoutsfromthe

shower)babeI'mmeetingtheweddingplanner

todayhaveyouconfirmedtheDurbanvenue?We

needtofinalizeeverythingbytheendofthisweek.3

weeksisaroundthecorner.

Him-(sighs)Yeah(sitsonthebedwithhishands

runningupanddownhisface)fuck!!!!.(breaths)



Shecanfeelallthewayfromthebathroomthathe

isthinkingaboutitagain.Itpainshertoseehim

stressedlikethis.Atthesametimeshethinksabout

"her"whatthiswilldotoher....shewalksoutwitha

towelaroundhernakedbodyandsitonher

husbandslap,hugginghim.Yesitherhusband,they

alreadymarriedtraditionallyandevenwenttocourt

toputthestamponpaper.SheisalreadyhisMrs.

Her-(rubshisback)itokayhoney,don'tthinkabout

ittoomuch.Ihopeshedoesn'thurttoomuch.

(Feelingsad)

Him-(looksatherandintertwinetheirhandsand

kissesit)itwishfulthinkinglovebutIhopesotoo.I

caredeeplyforherbutI'mnotinlovewithher

anymore,IwilltellherthesecondIlandthere.It

unfaironyouandmostlyitunfaironher.(Looksat

herandsmiles)IloveyouMageba,Iloveourson

andIwillliverourdaughtertoo(brushinghernot

showingbelly)

Her-(blushes)IloveyoutooMtungwa.



[11/3,20:40]Marcia:Insert3

ATTHEZULUHOUSEHOLD

MrandMrsZuluwerehavingteaintheirlivingroom

togetherwithSiphotheireldestson,whenthey

heardacarpullup.MrsZuluexcitedlygotupand

rushedtothedoorscreaming.

MrZulu-womansitdown,veleabantwanabezala

endlini.

Ma'Zulu-hhayiZuluphumaKimi,Ihaven'tseenmy

soninayear.(Sheshoutsbackasshemakesher

waytothedoor)

Sbanigotoutofthecarhelpinghisdaughteroutof

thecarseat,whilehiswifegotouttakingtheirbags

outofthebootonebyone.Nomatheir4yearold

daughterrantowardsthedoor.



Ntombi-(shouts)heyheyNomayouwillfallcareful.

Sbani-(smileshelpinghiswifewiththebags)sheis

veryexcitedtobehome,Ithoughtsheloveditin

China.

Ntombi-reallybabe??(raisehereyebrow)

Sbani-(laughs,takingthelastbagout)ohkmaybe

not.

Ma'Zuluwalkedtothedoor,steppinginthefront

lawnmeetinganoverlyexcitedNoma,Ma'Zululoved

beingagogo,shelivesforit,allhergrandchildren

arespoiltrottenwhentheyvisither.Withonly4

grandchildrenandonemoreonthewaybecauseher

daughterSanelisiweispregnant,shestillwishesfor

more,withShakabeingallovertheplace,she

wondersifwillheeversettledown.

Ma'Zulu-IseeNomaisstillCasterSemenya(smiles

huggingntombi)ohbabyhowareyou?Youglowing.



Ntombi-(hugginghertightly)Maunjankodwa?Uphi

baba?Weokayandhappytobebackhome,Iwas

beginningtothinkthatprojectwillneverend.

Sbanileftthemoutside,knowingthembangaziqeda

zonkebemile....

Ma'Zulu-wegoodbaby,yourfatherisinsideyou

knowhowheis.(Laughs)Iwasthinkingyoudidn't

wanttocomebackanymore,maybeweshouldhave

sentShakathere,maybehewouldhavecameback

withawifeayekekulalaneThekulonke.

Theybothburstoutlaughing,tryingtocatchtheir

breaththeydidn'tevennoticethatShakawasbehind

themshakinghishead.

Shaka-ufikanjeNtombiandalreadyyouhaveturned

Olediagainstme(hugsNtombi)unjansisi?

Ntombi-I'mokaybhuti,IhearusuliqedileiTheku



(laughs)

Shaka-Ayisuka!!,letmegogreetthesteelman.

Ntombi-(hittinghisbackplayfully)heythatmy

husband

Theyallwalkedinsidethehouselaughing,jofully

joiningtheothersinthelivingroom,theZulufamily

catchesupwhileeatingbreakfast.

MrZulu-letmakeitsnappy,weneedtorushtothe

officeandannounceyourreturntothestaff.

Sipho-thankGod,nowthatyoubackIgettogoback

tomywifeandkidsearly.Handlingyourworkload

wastiringbesideslogisticsain'tmyspecialityIneed

tobebackworkingonsite.Playingsuitandtiewas

exhausting.

Theyalllaughedaroundthetable...



MrZulu-youjustlazySipho,MissSiwelapractically

dideverythingforifnotshemadeyourworkload

easier(laughs).

Sbani-MissSiwela??

MrZulu-yeahafteryouleftwehiredanewstrategist,

shecamehighlyrecommended,goodhumbleand

drivenyounglady(smiles)sheremindsmeofmyself.

Ntombi-(smiles)hawubabakanjani?Shemustbea

manlywoman,musclesandall.

Sipho-notatallntombi,sheisabeautifulwoman,

fromherwalktoherworkethicsheozzies

confidence,youhearherheelsrightfromthe

elevatortoheroffice,shehasclass,shewearsfitted

dresses(smiles)cometothinkofitIhavenever

seenherwearingpants.Sheisabeastthatone.

Ma'Zulu-(laughs)hehehewenaSiphocountyour

blessingsthatyourwifeain'therethewayyoujust

describedMissSiwela.

Ntombi-wowshesoundsbossalright.

Shaka-Ineedtomeetthisbabe



MrZulu-Uzobuyaubambeamasendelaphandodana.

TheyalllaughexceptSbani,hewasthinkingabout

thisMissSiwela,theideaofworkingwithawoman

doesn'tsitwellwithhim,heprefersworkingalone

womenaretodramaticforhisliking.

Sbani-whenisSanecomingthisside??Howisshe

planningaweddingthatwillbeinDurbanwhileshe

isinPretoria?

Ma'Zulu-beatsmesoon.ButshesaidonFridayshe

willbehere.NomawillbehappytoseeAyanda

(smiles)

Ntombi-veryhappy.

MrZulu-Iguessyouguysaresleepingheretonight

whileyourhousegetssorted?

Sbani-Yeahhopefullytheydonebytheendof

tomorrow.Ican'tfuckmywifeinthishouse.

Ntombi-(gasps)SBANI!!!



Theyalllaugh....

Shaka-whyyouembarrassedweallknowyouguys

fuck,Nomadidn'tmagicallyappear.

Ma'Zulu-andyouknowbetterMrIinventedsex.

Shaka-(burstlaughing)DidyoujustquoteTrey

SongsOledi?Wowthisispriceless.

MrZuluandhissonsgotupwalkingoutinhighspirit,

whileMa'ZuluandNtombiclearedthetable.

Pleaseliketheinsert.

[11/3,20:40]Marcia:Insert4

INTHECAR

Nellysphoneringsassheisdriving,itLungiey,she



hasbeendistantlatelyandthatsounlikeherbest

friend.

Me-sthandwa

Lungiey-heybhabhahowareyou?

Me-I'mokay,LungieywhatswrongIknow

somethingisup?Itbeentwodaysandwehaven't

talked.

Lungiey-(sighs)I'mokaybhabha,wewilltalkthough

verysoonbabe.You'restrongwoman,mytigeress

alwaysrememberthat.SoonI'llneedyouto.Areyou

driving?

Me-(sighs)okay.....YesloverI'mdrivingtothe

airporttopickupSizwe.

Lungiey-(softvoice)oh.....(silent)bhabhacallme

whenyouhomeokayloveyou.

Me-(puzzled)loveyoutoosthandwa.

Assheisabouttotakeanofframptotowardsthe



airportherphoneringsagainandthistimeither

mother.

Me-Mawami

Mom-heynenowhenisSizwedelegationcoming???

Theweddingisin3weeksandhehasn'tevendone

themostimportantaspectofitwhichispaylobola,

whatnonsenseisthis?Youknowyourbrothersare

talkingandIcan'tkeepmakingexcusesforyou

Nelisiwe,youallbossedupatworkbutniyathamba

kwamandodahhayihhayi....

Sheknewherbrothersgottohermomnowandthey

haveeveryrightshehasbeenmakingexcusesfor

Sizwesinceforever.Itwasalsogettingtoherasto

whySizwechosetopayLobola2weeksbeforethe

wedding,buthesaid"itmakesnodifferencewhether

Ipayitearlyor2weekbeforetheweddingyouwill

stillbemarriedtome"sheagreedbutatthesame

timethiswasn'tabouthowtheysawthingsbutit

washonouringherparentsandrightnowSizweis



notontheirgoodbooksshesighedandgotoutof

thecar.

ATKINGSHAKAINTERNATIONALAIRPORT

NellypatientlywaitsforSizwesplanetoland,His

flightgotdelayed,hewassupposetolandat12:30

butitwasmovedto13:00.Shecannotwaittosee

him,hehasbeenoutofthecountrybecauseof

business,besidesbeingalawyerbyprofession

Sizweventuredintoresturantsfranchisebusinesses,

thatwerehisloveofcookingcomesfrom.Sizweisa

meanchef.

Nellyisbusywithherphone,shejustsentMbalia

texttellingherwheresheisandshewillbealittle

latetothemeeting.Herattentionissolelyonher

phonethatshehasn'tnoticedthatSizwehasbeen

sittingnexttoherforthepast2minutes.Shefinally

liftshereyesawayfromtheherphoneandnotices

Sizwesittingnexttohersmiling.Sheletsouta



screamattractingafewstares,shelaughsand

covershermouth.Sizweengulfsherinabone

crashinghug,kissesherpassionately,hebreaksit

off,shesighsdisappointleywishingtheywereback

athomesoshecanshowhimhowmuchshe

missedhim.

Sizwe-(smiles,holdingbackhislaugh)Iknowbabe,

buttakingadvantageofmeattheairportistempting

andfreakybutwedon'twanttogetarrestednowdo

we.

Me-(smilingmischievously)aprisoncelliseven

moreexcitingbabe.

Theybothlaughtheirassesoff,thisiswhatshe

likesaboutSizwe,heallowshertobesillytheycould

bebothquietbutunderstandexactlywhattheyboth

thinking,sheloveshowcarefreesheisaroundhim.

Me-babeyouhavetodropmeoffattheoffice,we



haveameetingapparentlyMrZulusonisbackfrom

China.CanyoubelieveMrZuluhasasonandididn't

know(laughs)MbalisaysitbecauseIliveina

bubble,thatgirljustdrainsme

Theywalktowardsthecar....

Sizwe-Sbaniisback...(speakingtohimself)

Me-(takenbackconfused)yes,youknowhim?

Wow!!!(Laughing)IguessMbaliisright.Ohbabe

pleasefinalizetheLoboladelegationbyWednesday

mybrothersarebreathingdownmomsneckandshe

cannotkeepmakingexcusesforusanymore.

Sizwe-(stiffensalittle)okaybabe

TheygetinNellysBMWX6,ashedriveshertothe

office....

ATZULU&SONSCO...



Allthethestaffandmanagementgathersaroundas

theyindulgeinbeveragesprovided.

Mrzulu-MbaliwhereisMissSiwela(lookingaround)

Mbali-ohsorrysir,shewenttotheairporttopickup

herfiance,shepromisedtobebackintime.

MrZulu-okayiguesswecanspareher5minutes

MrZuluwalkstowardsSiphoandSbani,Shakatoo

hasnotarrivedyet...

ShakaparkshisMercedes-BenzAMGA45,hewalks

outlookingpolishedandsuiteduphismother

insistedonit.Hegetsinsidetheelevatorasthe

doorsareabouttoclosesomeoneshouts"hold"

Shakaholdstheelevatordoors,inwalksMinnie

Dlaminiherself.Thebeautybeforehimiswearinga

redfittingdresswithlongsleevesitisjustabovethe

knee,shehasherhairnearlytiedupinaponytail



(waitisthatherhair,wow!!)Shehasminimalmake

uponifheisnotmistakenshehasjustconcealer,

foundation,eyelinerandmascaraonly(helaughsas

hethinksjusthowheknowsallthat)Nellylooksat

thegentlemannexttoher,shewasaboutto

complimenthisfeaturesandlooksbuthejust

laughedalonethatcreepyshethought.Shaka

realisesthatthewomannexttohimislookingat

himconfused(shit!!!Helaughedoutlouddidn'the)

Shaka-(handsoutforashake)ShakaZuluyour

futurehusband

Nelly-(laughs)goodbyecreep.

Theelevatorstopsatthelowerdepartmentfloor,

Shakawalksoutandstopsonhistracksholdingthe

door.

Shaka-tellyourfiance,gameonZuluishere.(Winks

ather)



Hewalksoutwhistlingandsmilingasthedoorsof

theelevatorclose.Shakaapproacheshisfatherand

brothersinajollymood...

Sbani-ohgodwhoistheunluckygirl

Theylaugh...

Sipho-Bafoyoujusttookthosewordsrightoutof

mymouth.

Shaka-Ijustfoundmywife,sheisboldandfiesty,

damnandthatponytail,Icanjustvisualiseholding

it...(Theylaugh)

MrZululooksathiswatchashesilencesthecrowd,

wheneveryonehassettledandMrZuluisaboutto

speaktheelevatorpingsandoutwalksNelly,her

highstilettossoundsechoesassheapproachesthe



crowd,everyoneStaresather.

Shaka-thisismyluckyday,whataretheodds.

Nelly-myapologiessir(panting)Ihadtogetafile

frommyofficebeforecominghere.

MrZulu-alrightMissSiwelayoudidn'tmissanything

wejustabouttostart.

Nellysmilesaseveryoneshiftsbacktheyfocuson

MrZuluashestartwithhisspeech.Nellytakesa

bottleofwaterandtakesasip,herbreathing

changeseachtimeasshegulpsdownthewater

withherchestpumpingupanddownobliviousthat

oneparticularindividualhashiseyesfocusedonher

withintensestaretakenbackathowaninnocentact

ofdrinkingwaterlookssexuallycaptivating.

[11/3,20:41]Marcia:Insert5

ATZULU&SONSCO...



MrZuluwasnowattheconclusionofhisspeech,

everyonewaslisteningtentivelyhewasamanofa

fewwordsbutwhenhespokebusiness,hewasa

manyoulistenedtoo,heisamanofknowledge,a

manofpoweryethehumbledhimself,ifyouwerea

womanofhisage,youwishedhewasyourhusband

andifyouayoungladyoryoungmanyouwishedhe

wasyourfather.MrZuluwasperfection,butyethe

wasalwayswillingtolearneveryday,thestaff

admiredhim,hewasnottheirbossbuthewastheir

fatherandtheywerehiskids.Thiswasagreatman

indeed,itwasanhonourworkingforhim.

MrZulu-wellsinceweallinhighspirits,itwouldn't

befairtogobacktoworkafterthisjoyuscelebration,

ithalfdayforeverybodyincludingourcleaningand

maintenancestuff.I'mgoinghometohaveaglass

ofmysinglemaltwhiskeyandenjoymywife.Go

have2glassofbeerandwhateveritisthatyou

womendrink,yourpinkandgreendrinks,(shakeshis

headlaughing)isthatevenarealdrink?,andenjoy

yourafternoon,Iwillseeeveryonebackhere



tomorrow8:8.00amsharp.

EveryonelaughedathowcarefreeMrZuluwas

today,itnoteverydaytheyseethisplayfulsideof

him,butwhentheydiditwasabeautifulsighttosee.

Nellywaslaughingalongwiththestaffandchatting

withafewcollegues,whenshesuddenlyfeltlike

therewassomeonelookingather,thewayshewas

feelingsheknewwhoeveritwas,theywerestaring

withintense,sheshiftedalittle,smilingwhile

lookingaroundhopingtocatchtheculpritbutshe

couldn'tfindthepersonandthefeelingofbeing

watchedwasstillthereandverymuchstronglikea

forcepullingherin.Shewassodistractedthatshe

didn'tnoticeMrZuluinfrontofher.

MrZulu-MissSiwela,youlookoutofspace.

Nelly-(smiles)(holdingherchest)ohmyGod!Sorry

sirIhaveabadhabitofzoningout.

MrZulu-(smiles)(lookingather)goodyougotme

worriedthereforasecondchild.Areyousureyou



okay??

Nelly-(smiled)nosiryoudon'thavetoworry,i

assureyouI'm 100%good.

MrZulu-okaydear,letmegointroduceyoutomy

son's,Ibelieveyou'veonlymetSipho.

(Theywalkedwhiletalking)

Nelly-(laughs)Ican'tbelieve,Ididn'tknowyouhad3

sons,butI'vebeenworkingforyouforayearnowsir,

IhatehowI'msooblivioussometimes.

MrZulu-(laughs)ohchildI'mnotsuprised,you

alwaysinyourownworld.Iwasshockedwheni

foundoutyouevenhaveafiance.Youshouldput

yourselfoutthereMa'Thabekhuluandenjoylife,

enjoylife.

TheylaughedastheyapproachedwhereMrZulu

sonswhere.

MrZulu-MissSiwela,thesearemyson's,

SbanisezweandShaka,youknowSiphoheisthe



firstborn.

Shaka-(shakingherhand)ntokaziwemeetagain.I

thinkideserveahugnow,wewaypasthandshakes

(leanedfowardtohugher)

TheylaughedasSiphopushedShakaawayfrom

Nelly.

Sipho-forgivemybrother,hehasaloosescrew.

Nelly-(smiles)itnoproblemIfiguredthatoutwhen

helaughedaloneintheelevator.

Shaka-(smiles)hawuntokazialreadysellingmeout,

isthishowitwillbewhenwemarried?,weneedto

talk.

TheyallburstoutlaughingbesideSbani,hekepta

straight,coldandblankfacewithnoemotionsatall.

Sbani-SbanisezweZulu,directorofZulu&sons



(shakeshersmall,softhands)I'veheardalotabout

yousinceI'vegotback(lookingstraightintoher

eyes,withthesameemotionlessstare)

Nelly-(shakeshisstronghands)NelisiweSiwela,the

brainsofZulu&sons,I'mafraidI'veheardnothing

aboutyousinceI'vebeenworkinghere.(Looking

directlyathiseyestoo)

Sbani-you'reattitudeisonpointbutyoursmallsoft

handsletyoudown.(Let'sgoofherhand)pleasure

tomeetyouMissSiwela,baba,ifyouwouldexcuse

me,Ihavetomakeacall..

Sbaniwalksawayfromthegroup,MrZululooksat

hissonandshakeshishead.

Sipho-andthan??(Lookingathisbrother)

Shaka-heisnotusedtoseeingdifferentshadesof

peopleanymore.(Laughs)phelainChinaeveryoneis

thesame.Mustbenicecheatingthere.



Theyalllaugh,Shakasuredoesknowhowtolighten

upthemood.

ATSHAKAMARINEMOYORESTURANT

Lungieyishavinglunchwithhermother,hopingshe

canhelphercometolightabouthowtogoabout

thissituationthatbeeneatingherup.

Lungiey-momIdon'tknowwhattodoanymore

(tearsinhereyes)

Ma'Nxumalo-Lungileyouhavetobehonestwith

Nelly,IknowyouloveherandwaitingonSizweto

tellherbutyouherbestfriendandshewillneedyou.

Lungiey-(crying)sheknowsIwentlookingformy

fatherbutshedoesn'tknowthatIfoundmyfatherto

beaKhumaloandthatmeandSizwearebrother

andsister.Momwhatdoido?

Ma'Nxumalo-(holdingherhand)isthatwhenyou

foundoutaboutSizweandSane?



Lungiey-yesandItoldSizwetotellNellybeforewe

wentdressshoppingbutthatbastarddidn't(crying

heavy)mamaIhadtositthereandwatchmyfriend

tryweddinggownsandbejollyforanonexisting

wedding,I'mamonster.

Ma'Nxumalo-(holdingherdaughterhuggingher)call

hernowbabeandtellheryouwanttomeetup.

LungieypickedupherphoneanddailedNelly....

ATNELLYSAPARTMENT

Nellylightupthelastcandle,shehadprepareda

romanticdinnerforherandSizwe.Shesenthimto

theshopsjustsoshecanprepare.Shewasallkinds

ofsexywithhernudelingeriewhichleftnothingto

yourimaginations.Itwasgoingtobealongnight....

Shewasdisturbedbyherphonering....

Me-heylover



Lungiey-heybabyareyouathome?

Me-yebooe(lookingatherbuttinthemirror,it

roundnowthankstovirginactive)

Lungiey-bhabhaI'mcomingokay

Me-lovernotto...(heardthedooropen)(whispered)

nottonightfriendIplanneddinnerforSizweandhe

isbackbyeloveyou

ATSHAKAMARINE

Lungiey-hello(looksatherphone)shedroppedthe

phone(sighs)

[11/3,20:41]Marcia:Insert6

ATNELLYSAPARTMENT

Sizweparkshiscar,hesitsstillforagood3minutes

beforemakinghiswayinsidetheapartment.Onhis



wayup,hekeepsgoingoverhowheisgoingto

breakdownthistoNelly,scenariosofhowshewill

beafterthenewskeepplayinginhismindandnone

ofthemaregood.HemetNelly4yearsback,she

wasaninternattransnetandhislawcareerwasjust

startingout.Shewasn'tthatopenwhenhemether,

ittookhim2weeksjustforhertorespondtohis

greetingsandtookhimanother4daysafter

respondingtohisgreetingsthatshefinallygother

nameandeventhatitwasallthankstoLungiey.He

remembersthedayhefirstsawher,shewasonher

transnetworkclothes,herblueoveralls,shelooked

breathtakingitwashereyesandinnocencethat

tookhisbreatheaway.Ashegottoknowher,deep

downhefoundthatthereisfireinher,the

willingnesstosucceedineverythingshedoes.

ConversationswithNellywerealwayssmart,

upliftingandtheyalwaysleaveyoufeelingpowerful

andconfidenceshehasthataboutherandnoone

elsecandoitsoeffortlesslyasshedoes.Sheis

definitelythelightattheendofthetunnelbut

throughitallshewasstillnotthewomanforhim.



HemetSane2yearago.Theyhititofffromtheget

go,hetriedfightingofhisfeelingsforherbuthe

faileddismally.Hecouldn'tunderstandhowhecan

loveanotherwomaninsuchashortspaceoftime

whenhehasaperfectwomanwaitingforhimat

home.AlthoughNellywastheperfectwoman,who

lovedhimwholeheartly,Sanelisiwewashisworld

andtheywhenhadtheirfirstchildAyanda,itbecame

clearwherehebelonged.Sanehasbeen

phenomenalthroughoutthiswholesituation,she

hassupportedhimandhelpedhimdealwiththisthe

bestwayheknewhow.Saneknowsthathecares

deeplyforNellywhichiswhyshehasbeenpatient.

Honestlyheisgreatfulforhiswife.ThewholeZulu

familyknowabouthissituation,theyjustdon'tknow

thatthewomanisNelly.ThanthereisthisLungiey

sagaofthembeingbrotherandsister,alloddsare

againstNellyrightnow.Heopensthedoorandput

thesmallgroceryontopofthekitchencounter.He

hearssoftmusicplayingandthesmellofsweetrose

candlesburning,healreadyhasanideaofwhat



goingon,hisstomachisinknotsasheapproaches

thelivingroom,thereinfrontofhimisNellysmiling

athimwiththatinnocentcaptivatingsmile,hereyes

fullofadorationandlove,Justthinkingabouthow

heisabouttodestroythisperfecthappysoulbefore

him,makeshimslowalumpinhisthroat.

Nelly-likewhatyouseehubby(seductivelywalking

towardshim,wrappingherhandsaroundhisneck)

Sizwe-(holdsherwaist)Nelly.....(tryinghardto

controlhimself)bab....

Sheshutshimupwithapassionateandneedykiss,

shewantedhimsobad,hewastryingtocontrol

himselfbuthisdickhasamindofitownsoit

betrayedhim,itstoodfirm,Nellycouldfeelit,she

wasabouttounbucklehisbeltwhenhestoppedher,

Nellywastakenbackathissuddenreaction.

Sizwe-(looksather)thisisawonderfulsurprise



(brushesherfacewithhishands)(kissesher

forehead)youbeautiful

TearsthreatenedSizweseyes,hehuggedhertightly,

becauseheknowsthisisthelasttimehewillgetthe

toholdherlikethis,thisisthelasttimeshewilllook

athimwithsomuchloveandadoration,after

tonightshewillwishshenevermethim.Thinking

aboutherhatinghimscarestheshitoutofhim,he

breaksthehugandkissesherforeheadagainforthe

lasttimeasheleadshertothecouch.

Nelly-(worried)Khumalopleasetalktomesthandwa

Sami,uyangthusa(toucheshisface,wipingatear)

pleaselovekhulumanami

Sizwe-(takingadeepbreath)Iwantyoutoknow

thatiloveyouandthesepastyearsbeingwithyou

hasbroughtmejoyasyouhavemademeabetter

personandabetterpartner.Youhavepushedmeto

reachforthetopineverythingIdo,I'vepushed

boundariesallbecauseyoutoldmeIcandoit.You



trulyaremagic,awomandeservingtobetreatedlike

royalty,youdeservenothingbutperfection,you're

everyman'sdream.

NellylooksatSizwewithtearsfallingdownlike

Victoriafalls,Sizwehasneverpouredouthisheart

like.Nellyistouchedbythis,herheartisbeatingfast

hearingsuchwordsfromherfiancemeltsherheart

butforsomeoddreasonapartofherissad,

shouldn'tthisfeellikefallingheadoverheelsallover

againbutpartofherfeelslikesheislosingwhen

sheshouldbewinning.

INLUNGIEYSCAR

Lungiey-maybeIshouldgotheremom

Ma'Nxumalo-nobaby.Justletthembetoday,

maybeSizwewilltellhertonight

Lungiey-(annoyed)Sizwebetternothavesexwith

myfriend,I'llkillhimmyself.



Ma'Nxumalo-(sad)whythepeoplethatdogoodare

theonesthatsufferthemost.Ayiamadodaayaxaka,

Nellyiseverything,shedoesn'tfallshortinanything,

sheticksalltheboxes.WhatdoesSizwewant?or

lacking?

Lungiey-beatsmemom.Weneedamanualinthis

lovething

ATSIPHOSHOUSE

Siphoandhisbrotherswerechillingandhaving

whiskey,itbeenlongtimesincethebrotherschilled

together.

Sipho-(poursanotherdrink)whataday...daddid

goodgivingushalfday.

Shaka-yeahBafo.....actuallynoIwantedtosee

moreofMissSiwela.SiphoIcan'tbelieveyou

workedwiththatandyounevertoldmeanything

(laughs)



Sipho-(laughing)heysheisengagedplusirespect

her,sheisnotthatkindofgirl.

Sbani-doyou...doyouknowherfiancename?

(Lookingathisbrother)

Sipho-(looksatSbani)no.Shekeepsherpersonal

lifetoherself.Shedoesn'tevenchitchatatthe

officelikealltheotherwoman.

Shaka-whoeverthatassholeisheistheluckiest

bastardinthewholeofDurban.Ifihadwomanlike

that,onethatcarriesherselflikeI'mnexttoherwhile

I'mnot,Iwillwifeheronthegetgo.Shelookslike

shegivesgreatsextoo(smiles)

Sipho-(laughs)Igiveupwithyou.

Shaka-didyouseethatlongponytailbafohahaha

imaginehittingitfrombehindandholdingthatpony

tail.

Sipho-Iadmitsheishot,beautifulallthat,whenifirst

sawherIwaslike"ifthisisSatantemptingmethan

Godpleasetakeyourplaceonmydick"



Theylaughed,Sbanipouredwhiskeyonhisglass

andgulpeditononego,hegotupandleftthem

lookingathimlike"whatthehell?"

Shaka-(gettingup)yourbrotherissuchakilljoy,

wayiqedanjabulodololopsssssshgone.....I'mout

Shirleyiswaitingforme.

ShakawentandkissedZandile(siphoswife)onthe

cheekgoodbye,Siphowentatthebackofhishouse

andfoundSbanionthephone.Sbaniturnedand

lookedathisbrotherthanendedhiscall.Sipho

debatedifheshouldaskhisbrotherornot,hefeared

hewasn'treadyfortheanswerhewillget.

Sipho-youlikeherdon'tyou.(Lookingathisbrother)

Sbani-(lookingathisbrotherwithacold,blank

face,givingnothingaway)Ilovemywife,excusemeI

needtogethome.Zandileisinthekitchenright?

Sipho-(sighs)yeah.



Sbanipassedhisbrotherwithoutlookingback

headingtothekitchen.......

REMEMBERTOLIKEPLEASE

[11/3,20:41]Marcia:Insert7

ATNELLYSAPARTMENT

NellywasstilltryingtodigestwhatSizwehadjust

toldher,withtearsinhereyes,shelooksather

fianceinfrontofher,shelovesthisman,hearinghim

sayallthisjustconfirmstoherthatshepickeda

greatchoiceandsheisreadytolivealifetimewith

him.

Nelly-(looksathim)(sniffswhilesmiling)babeyou

caughtmeofguardbutIloveit.Iloveyou(putsher

handsonhisface,makinghimlookather)Khumalo,



asmuchasIlovehearingallthesesweetswords

comingfromyou,(laughswithtears,whilesniffing)

makelovetomebabe,worshipthisbodymy

husband,I'mdevoutedtoyouMtungwa.

NellywalkstowardsSizwe,un'tyinghersilky

robe,revealinghernudelacelingerie,whichleaves

Sizwewithnothingtoimagineabout,everythingis

rightinfrontofhim.Shereacheshimandstarts

kissinghimslowly,sheisnotinarush,theyhavethe

nighttothemselves.Littledidsheknowthiswas

goodbye.

Sizwecaressesherbody,exploringeachandevery

part,leavinghervulnerabletohistouches,shehelps

himremovehist-shirt,whilerunningherhandsonhis

torso,(shesmiles,realisinghereallyhasbeengoing

tothegym)hesqueezesherroundbuttmakingher

breathealittleheavierthanshehasbeen,onehand

fromhimtouchesherbreast,anothergoestoher

buttagain,thistimeamoanescapeshermouth.She



pusheshimtoliedownonthecouch,shestarts

fromhisforehead,tohismouth,tohischest,going

downtohisabs,givinghimkissesuntilshereaches

hismosttreasuredplace,shelooksathimand

smilesalittle,hesmilesback,sheunbucklehisbelt,

hequicklygrabsher,gainalittlesexyscreamfrom,

withherlegsrappedaroundhiswaist,hewalksto

herbedroomwhilekissingherandsqueezingher

butt.Theybothturnedonrightnow,thebreathing

haschanged,hungervisibleinthewaytheyboth

touchingeachother.Theyreachherbedroom,he

laysheronthebedandquicklyremoveshispants,

leftwithonlyhisboxes,hegetontopofher,sucks

herfromherneck,whilehislefthandgoestoher

wetandsoakycastle,brushingitupanddown,his

righthandsqueezesherleftbreast,thepleasureshe

feelingisoverwhelming,sheswearsifhedoesn't

stop,awaterfallofherjuiceswillwashoverhishand.

Sizwesmileslookingatherturnedonface,sheisso

flushedandvulnerable,indeedherfateisinhis

touch,hemovesawayalittleandlooksdirectlyat

hereyes....



Sizwe:(kissingherneck)babe(breathes)sthandwa

sami(breathes)(onherneckagain)Ifuckinglove

youMageba.

Nellyswhoentirebodyfreezes,itlikesomehasjust

hitthepausebuttonatthisverymoment,shelays

stillwithoutmovinglookingathim,tryingtofigure

outifexactlydidshehearhimright,No!!!Shemust

bemistaken,asifalightbulbjustswitched,Sizwe

looksatherwithguiltandshamealloverhisface,

hiswholebodygoesstiff,theatmosphereinthe

roomhaschanged,Sizwerealisesthatnowisthe

timeheneedstohaveaconversationwithNelly,a

conversationthathehasbeenavoidingforthepast

2years,onewhichhethoughthecouldavoideven

tonight.Heremoveshimselfontopofherandlays

nexttoher,lookinguptheceiling,wipingthesweat

ofhisface.Nellyisstillquiet,sheisunsurewhether

sheisindenialorjustdoesn'tbelieve,thattheman

nexttoherjustconfessedtolovinganotherwoman,

whileabouttomakesweetpassionatelovetoher.



Sizwe-(takesadeepbreath)I'msorry

Nelly-whoisshe?

Sizwe-(silent).....babeliste....

Nelly-(louder)WHOISSHESIZWE?

Sizwe-(sighs)Mywife

Sizwegetsupfromthebed,runninghishandsfrom

hisheadtohisface,hewalksandstandslookingat

thebalconydoorwithhisbackfacingNelly.

Nelly-(confused)wi...wi..wife?Whatdoyoumean

wife?

Sizwe-sheismywife,wegotmarriedlastyear

September,rememberwhenItoldyouIhavetobe

awayfor2monthsbecauseweopeninganew

franchisebusinessinNigeria....(breathes)Ilied,I

wasgettingmarried.

Nelly-(breakingvoice)ba....babetel...tellmeyou



lying,tellmeIamdreaming.

Sizwe-(tearsrollingdownhisface)IwishIcouldbut

I'mnotlyingbabe,I'mamarriedman.Iwasplanning

totel....

Nelly:(crying)(shakingherhead)Nonononoooo,

(talkingtoherself)Nellyyoudreamingitjustabad

dream.(Putherhandsonherears,coveringthem,

bringingherkneesup,rockingherselflikeacrazy

person)Noooooo

Sizwequicklywenttoher,andhuggedhertightly,it

hurtsseeingherlikethis,hedidthisandnowthere

wasnoturningback,hehadtotellhereverything,

shecried,screamingNO...hittingSizweonhischest,

shecriedlouder,stillscreamingNO,rockingherself

backandforth,tearsrandownSizwescheeks,he

knewthatthiswillbehardbuthedidn'tknowitwill

alsohurtthismuch,todayhewillloseapartofhim,

withheronhisarms,bothofthemcrying,withher

crybeingtheloudest,hefoundhimselfbeginningto

questionifwasthistherightdecision?This



momentherealisedjusthowmuchhecaredforthis

womanonhisarms,washereadyandpreparedto

livelifewithouther?Thesewerethequestions

runninghisonhismind,hewassodeepinhis

thoughtsthathedidn'tnoticethatNellyhadstopped

crying.Helookedather,hereyeswereredandpuffy,

tearswerestillrunningdownhercheeksbutitwas

nowmoreofsilentcries...Heheldherhand,she

squeezedittighter,thewaterworksdidn'tstop

runningdownhercheeks.

Nelly-(lookingathim)why?

Sizwe-canItellyoueverything?CanIbehonestwith

youthanyoucanaskmeanythingafterthat,please?

Nelly-(mouthed"okay"nodding)

Sizwe-pleaseIjustwantyoutoknow,thishas

nothingtodowithyoubutitwasmeandthechoices

Imade.Youperfect,sopleasedon'tforonesecond

thinkyoufailedsomewhereoryounotgoodenough.

(Tookadeepbreathe)Imether2yearsbackin

Pretoria,iwasgivingmymonthlymotivationaltalks



andshewasthereattheconference,Iwasasigned

tomentoragroupshewasinandthathowwe

startedcommunicating.Itstartedoffasjustplatonic,

butIwastakenbackbyherthefirstdayIsawher.I

chosetoavoidmyfeelingsbecauseithoughtitwas

justbemissingyou,butlikeyou,shewasambitious,

adreamerandagogetter,butastheworkshop

proceeded,Icouldnotdenymyfeelingsanymore.2

weeksbeforeIwasscheduledtocomebackhome,

weslepttogether.After2months,shecallsmeand

tellsmesheispregnant,IwasshockedbecauseI

hadplannedonstoppingallcommunicationswith

her.ThemomentIsawheragain,Iknewalliwas

thinkingwasjustmadness,thereisnowayIcan

walkawayfromherbecauseIwasdeeplyinlovewith

thiswoman.Iproposedtoherthedayshegavebirth

toourson.(Triedhidinghissmile)afterthatI

decidedtotellheraboutyou,shewassadandangry,

sheevenendedthingswithme.Ibeggedheruntil

shegaveinandtoldmetocomecleanwithyou.She

didn'tlikewhatIwasdoingtoyou,whichiswhyshe

waspatientwithmeallthistime,sheunderstood

thatIstillloveandcareaboutyouverymucheven



thoughwewherebuildingalifetogetherbutshe

understoodthatsheneededtokeepaspaceforyou

inme.Wemarriedtraditionallyandwealready

signedincourt.Sheisjustplanningawhitewedding,

justtocelebrate,(silent).....Weexpectingour

secondchild.

Nelly-(tearsrunningdown)(runnynose)whenis

yourwhitewedding?

Sizwe-in3weeks

Nelly-(swallowed)the...thesamedateas"our"my

wedding?

Sizwe-(lookingdown)yes

Nelly-(voicebreaking)you...you...you....(takesa

deepbreathe)Iwasnevergoingtomarryyou?My

weddingwasjustinmymind?

Sizwe-yes(stilllookingdown)

Nelly-(crying)whathername?

Sizwe-SanelisiweZulu....(silent).....yourbosses

daughter

Nelly-(crying)ohmyGod!!!Howcanyoudothisto



me?Doesheknow?

Sizwe-heknowsmysituation,butwenevertoldhim

thatIwasanengagedmanwheniproposedtoSane.

Hethinksyoujustagirlfriendandhedoesn'tknowit

you.Theydidn'tapproveofwhatiwasdoingbut

whentheysawIwasseriousaboutSaneIguess

theygavein.TheythinkIendedtherelationship

beforewehadourfirstchild(feelingashamed)

Nelly-(crying)ohmygod!!!(Crying)whoareyou?

YounotmySizwe.(Screaming)(crying)WHOARE

YOU?

Sizwe-(teary)I'msosorry.....Ididn'tmean...

Nelly-(lookedathim)DON'T!!!!!(Voicebreaking)just

don't

Helookedather,everysecondheglancesather,

sheisbecominglessandlessofthewomansheis,

itlikebythetimehewalksoutofhere,onlya

shadowofthewomanheknowswillbeleft...



Nelly-(lookingathim)(holdinghishand)(crying)

babe,lookatme,itme(voicebreaking)you....

yo....you(hicupped)notthinkingstraight,

we...we...(hiccupped)wecanstillgetmarried,let

elopebabe,wecanmakeababytoo,please,

please....(cryingharder)

NellywentinfrontofSizwe,shekneeleddown

crying,begginghimtolookather,tothinkaboutall

theirtimetogether,shecriedhestaricalybegging

him,Sizwecouldn'tbelievewhatinfrontofhim,he

didthistoher,sheisdegradingherself,begginga

mantoloveher,hecriedalongwithher.Hewill

neverforgetthissightofher,itwillforeverengraved

inhismind.Rightthismomenthewishedhecould

turnbacktimeandmakeherhappyagain.

Nelly-(cryingandscreaming)SIZEILOVEYOU,

PLEASEBABE,DON'TDOTHIS.(chockedonher

tears)(coughingwhiletryingtotalk)

ba..be....plea.....don....SIZ..WE......NOOOOOOOO



Sizwecouldn'twatchthisanymoreitwasto

painful...hewalkedtothelivingroom,tookhiscar

keysandcellphoneandstoodnearthedoor,Nelly

behindhimcrying,screaming,chokingonhertears,

coughing,losinghervoice,begginghimnottogo

Nelly-(stillthesamesight)don'tgo,don'tgo....(on

herknees,holdinghisleg,almostkissinghisbare

feet)don'tgopleeaaaseee.....

Sizweremovedhislegfromherembrace,making

surenottoher,openthedoorandshutit,makinghis

wayout.

Nelly-(screaming,crying,voicebreaking)

NOOOOOOOOOOOOÒ........nonono(herbodyfailing

her,nostrengthleft)(speakingsoftly,slowlyshutting

down)comeback....(eyesslowlyclosing)I..

.love...y...(eyesshut)



Nellysphonestartingringing....

Caller:Mommy

Ringing........

[11/3,20:41]Marcia:Insert8

ATNELLYSHOME-(HERMOM'SHOUSE)

Nellysmomisinthelivingroomwithherbrothers

discussingaboutthelackofinterestSizweandNelly

areshowinginthislobolanegotiations.Shetries

callingheragainbutjustlikethelast20minutes,it

justringsandsendshertovoicemail.Shegivesup

feelingfrustrated.

Ma'Siwela-(sighs)sheisstillnotansweringmycalls.

HonestlyI'mdonefussingaboutthisissue,while

yoursisterisshowinglittleinterestinmeetingme

halfway.



Nhlanhla-(theoldestbrother)itunlikeherthoughto

notanswerherphone.(thinking)lettrycalling

Lungiey.

Mthoko-yeahuqinisileBafo,Nellyalwayshasher

phonewithher,unlesssheisinameeting,whichshe

divertsallhercallstovoicemailmessage,shenever

justleavesherphoneunattended.

Ma'Siwela-ayicallhernizwekuthiuthini.ItlatenowI

wanttogosleep.Youtwoneedtoleavemyhouse

aswell.EspeciallyyouNhlanhla,gobacktoyour

wife.

Thebrotherslaugh,Nhlanhlatakesouthisphone

anddialsLungieysnumber.Itrings....

Lungiey-(sleepyvoice)hello...

Nhlanhla-heyLuh,howyoudoing?

Lungiey-(silent)....I'mokay,Nhlanhlawhatdoyou

want?

Nhlanhla-(sighs)itnotwhatyouthink,Iwantto



know,whenlastdidyouspeaktobhabha,sheisn't

answeringmomscalls.

Lungiey-(sitsuponherbed)ilastspoketoherthis

afternoon,shewaspreparingdinnerforherand

Sizwe,butI'msuretheylongdonenow.(Lookingat

theclockonthesideofherbed)it23:58now.

Nhlanhla-okaythankyou...(silent)....sorryfor

wakingyouup.

Lungiey-sure.....(silent)....okaygoodnight

Nhlanhladropsthecall,Mthokolooksathim,

shakinghishead.Hegetsupgivinghimthemiddle

finger.Hewalkstothekitchenwerehismomwent

towhilehewasonthephonewithLungiey....

Nhlanhla-mama,Luhsaystheyspokethisafternoon

andshewaspreparingaromanticdinnerforthat

snob.

Ma'Siwela-(annoyed)Nxi!!!I'mgoingtobed.

(PointingatNhlanhla)Ibetterwakeuptoyougone.



Nhlanhlalaughskissinghismomonthecheek.......

Thenextday

ATZULU&SONSCO...

ItalreadylunchtimeandstillNellyhasn'tshowedup

towork.Sbaniisfeelingfrustratedbecausethey

weresupposetodiscussthecompaniesforecast

report,whatfrustratinghimevenmoreisthat,the

fIlewiththeforecastfiguresisinherofficewhichof

courseislocked.Hegetsupfromhischairand

walkstothereceptiondesk....

Sbani-stillcan'tgetholdofMissSiwela?

Mbali-nosir....butI'msurethereisagood

explanationforthis,shehasneverdonethisbefore,

itunlikeher.(Worried)



Sbani-(annoyed)don'tmakeexcusesforher.(Bangs

thedesk,makingMbalijump)thisisunprofessional.

Sbaniwalkstohisfather'sofficeburningwithanger.

MbalitriesNellysphoneonelasttime,butjustlike

thelast3hoursitjustrings.Shesighsdissapointed.

MbalitrulylikesNelly,shehasbeentryingto

befriendhereversinceshestartedworkingher.She

dialshernumberwithherpersonalphonethistime

butstillnoluck.

Mbali-(worried)Nellywhereareyou....

Sbanientershisfather'sofficelookingredangry.His

fatherlooksupathimandsighsshowinghimthe

chairtosit.

MrZulu-whatisitson?

Sbani-(annoyed)yourpreciousMissSiwelahasn't

showedupattheofficetoday,sheisMIAandisnot



answeringherphone.

MrZulu-(worried)thatunlikeher.(Thinking)

somethingiswrong.

Sbani-(lookingathisfather)Ineedtheforecastfile

anditlockedinheroffice.(Gettingupthechair)see

whyIhateworkingwithwomannxi!

ATNELLYSAPARTMENT

Lungieyparkshercar,getsoutandnoticesNellys

carisparkedinherspot.Shetakestheelevatorto

herapartment.Sheknocksonthedoor4timesbut

noanswers.Shedecidestojusttryandopenthe

doortoherluckitopens.Worriedsheslowlymakes

herwayinside,nothingseemsoutofplaceuntilshe

seesherfriendlayingflatonthefloorlooking

lifeless....

Lungiey-(covershermouthcrying)ohmygod!!

Bhabha(shakingher)I'msorry,ohgodplease,babe



wakeup.

Nellystrugglesopeninghereyes,herwholebody

hurts,shefinallyopenshereyeswhicharebloodred.

Herfaceispuffyandredtoo,shelookslikeshe

hasn'thadsleepfordays.Shetryssittingupwiththe

helpofLungiey,whohasherwrappedupinherarms

thatsheisinflictingmorepaintohertiredbody.

Nelly-(triesremovingherfriend)Lungiey,Lungiey...

Lungieydoesnotbudge,sheiscryingandsilently

mumblingaprayer.

Nelly-LUNGIEYI'mokay.Ijustwanttobathandgo

totheoffice.

Lungiey-(shocked)butbha...

Nelly-Lungieyplease,canyoupleasejustranmea

bath,whileIcheckmyphone.



Lungiey-(sighs)uhmmmokay.

Nellygetsupfromthefloorlookingaround,she

sighslookingattheuntouchedfood,shetakesher

phoneandtheretoomanymessagesandmiscalls

fromLungiey,herMom,brothersandtheoffice.

ThereisalsoSizwemissedcalls,andthereisone

otherunregisterednumber.Shecallsthenumber....

Mbali-(relieved)ohthankGod,Nellyareyouokay,

whereareyou?Sbanihasbeenangrythewholeday

becauseofyou.Hewantstheforecastfile.

Nelly-(suprised)Mbali???.....listencanyoutakethe

sparekeytomyoffice,itbehindthefamilypicture

frameinyourdesk.Thefileisinmydesk,please

dropitoffhere,I'llsendyoumylocation.

Mbali-(suprised)(smiles)youhidyourkeyinmy

picture,doesthatmeanyoutrustme(happy)sowe

arefriends.

Nelly-(confused)Mbalijustcome.(Dropsphone)



Nellycomesoutofthebedroom,wearingablack

sweaterandblacksweatpants,shetiedherhairinto

amessybun.Sheisnotherusualselfbutshelooks

betterthanshewas.Someoneknocksonthedoor,

LungieyopensandMbalicomesinlookingaround

theapartment,wowshethinkstoherself..

Mbali-hey,I'mMbali,IcametoseeNelly.

Lungiey-hey,thisisabadtime,canyoucomeback

anothertime.

Mbali-(confused)sheisexpectingme.Shecalled

me.

Lungiey-(silent)(looksatMbali)ooh!

Bothladieslookedateachotherwithoutspeaking

toeachother."WhywouldNellycallherwhenI'm

here,unless,ohmygodsheknows"Lungieythinks

toherself."Insecurefriend"Mbalithinkstoherself.

Nellymakesherwaytothem....



Nelly-(looksatMbali)youbroughtthefile?

Mbali-yes...here(handedherthefile)...(Lookingat

herredeyesandface)areyouokay?(Worried)

Nelly-(Tookthefile)thanks

Nellywasabouttowalkoutofthedoor.When

Lungieyheldherhand.

Lungiey-Nellycanwetalk?

Nelly-notnow,IhavetodropthisfileatMrZulu

house.

Lungiey-bhabhaplease?

Nelly-(snappedannoyed)LUNGIEYAWUME....ISAID

NOTNOW

Nellywalkedtotheelevatorleavingbothwomen

shocked...



ATTHEKINGSHAKAINTERNATIONALAIRPORT

SaneranuptoSizweandgavehimahug,she

missedhimthatwhysheflewtoDurbanearlythan

whenshewassupposedto.

Sane-(kissedhim)babelethurryupsowecanreach

myfather'shousebeforedinner.Theywillbe

suprisedtoseeme.....
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NellywasdrivingtotheZuluhousehold,ontheway

shethoughtabouteverythingthathappenedlast

night,tearsstartedrunningdownhercheeks,

somewhereinthatstupidheadofhers,shestill

thinksSizwewillcomebackhomeandkissher



passionatelylikehealwaysdid,butthepaininher

chestwasareminderofhowthingshavechanged,

Sizwewasgone,Sizwewasmarried,Sizweisadad,

Sizweisnothersanymore,heneverwashersto

beginwith.Thatrealisationmadethewaterworks

evenworsethatshegotblindedbytearsthatshe

couldnotseetheroadclearly,carshooted,signaling

herthatshewasabouttocrossaredrebot,

everythingbecametomuchforherthatshehitthe

breaksonhercar,causinghertostoprightinthe

middleofanintersection.Driversbecamefrustrated

withherasthishascausedtrafficandshecould

haveseriouslyinjuredotherdriversandherself.She

startedcryinginsidethecar,shewasshaking,her

heartwasbeatingfast,herchestbegantopain.A

driverfromanothervehicleparkedhiscaronthe

sideoftheroadandtoldhiswifethathewasgoing

tocheckoutwhatgoing.Hesteppedoutofhiscar

andmadehiswaytoNellyscar....

Him-(knocksonthesidewindow)heymam,areyou

okay.



(Silent)

Him-mam,Iwon'tharmyou,Ijustwanttohelpyou

please.I'mtravelingwithmywifeandkid.ShouldI

perhapscallmywife?

Nellyunlockedthedoorsofhercarshaking,theman

openedthedoor,hewasshockedatthesightofher.

Hewonderedwhathappened.

Him-mynameisBenMoroka,mamdoyouneed

help?

Nelly-(wipinghertears)I'msorry,I'llbefine,thank

youforcalmingtheotherdriversforme.(Sniffs)I

shouldgo.

Ben-mam,Idon'tthinkyouinanyconditiontodrive.

MaybeIcancallsomeoneforyou?

Nelly-(sniffs)no,I'm10minutesawayfrommy

destination,I'llbefineipromise.

Ben-Ican'tletyoudrivemamI'msorry.HowaboutI

driveyou,mywifewillfollowus.



Nelly-(sighs)okay.

BengoestotellhiswifethathewillbedrivingNelly,

hiswifeasksifissheokayBenasuresherthatshe

willbefineintime,Benkisseshiswifeandsonthan

approachesNellyscar.HedrivesNellytotheZulu

home.Theyringtheintercom,theyarebuzzedin,Mr

ZuluwalksoutandstandsatthedoorasBendrives

Nellyscarin.Theybothcomeoutofthecar....

Nelly-(lookingatBen)thankyouandplease

apologiseformetoyourwife.

Ben-(smiles)itwasnoproblem,anddon'tworry

aboutmywife,shewouldhaveskinnedmealiveifI

letyoudriveinthatcondition.

MrZulu-(shakesBenshand)Thankyouson,drive

yourfamilyhomesafely.

Ben-(lookingatNelly)(holdsherhand)youwillbe

okay,(lookingatMrZulu)pleasemakesure,she

doesn'tdrivelikethis.



MrZulu-(smiles)don'tworryson.

Benbidsfarewelltothem,MrZululooksatNelly

withaheavyheart,heknowssomethingbighas

happened...

MrZulu-(puttinghishandouttoher)letgoinside

child.

Nelly-(wipeshertears)letmegetthefileinthecar

sir.

MrZulu-(shakeshishead)forgetthefilebaby

come...

NellytookMrZuluhandandtheywalkedinsidethe

house.Nellyfeltuncomfortableassheremembered

thatthisisthesamefamilythatSizwemarriedagirl

from,suddenlyshefelthertearsfightingtocome

back,sheforcedherselfnottocryespeciallynotin

frontofthesepeople.MrZulufeltherhandshaking

andheknewshewasinabattlewithherselftostay



strongandnotbreakdown.Theywereaboutto

approachthefamilyinthelivingroombutNelly

stoppedmakingMrZulustopaswell.Sheshookher

headindicatingthatshedoesn'twanttogointhere.

MrZuluunderstood,theymadeu-turntogoupstairs

tooneoftheguestrooms.MrZuluopenedthedoor

totheroom,Nellywalkedinandwenttositinthe

bed.

MrZulu-(satnexttoher)(holdsherhand)Iwillsend

Mavistobringyoufoodandsomepainkillersam

sureyouhaveaheadache

Nelly-(wipedhertears)I'mnothungrysir,Ijustcame

togiveSbanithefileandmynotes,Iwon'tbe

presentinourmeeting,canItakeafewdaysaway

fromwork?

MrZulu-(worried)youdon'thavetoask,plusweowe

youleave.Youhavenevertakenleaveeversinceyou

startedworkingforus.RightnowI'mspeakingto

youasafather,pleaseeatevenifit3spoonsjustso

youcantakeyourpainkillersplease,oryouwantfruit



andyoghurt?Thatwhatyouyoungsterseat.

Nelly-(laughsalittle)yoghurtwillbefine.

Mavismadeherwaytothelounge,wheretherestof

theZulufamilywas,shegaveMrsZuluhercinomon

teathatsherequested.

MrsZulu-Maviswheredidbabago,Ithoughthe

wenttoopenthedoorforourguest.

Mavis-hedidMadam,heandthelovelyladywent

upstairs.

Everyonestoppedwhattheyweredoingandlooked

atMavis,theyalltryingtomakesenseofwhoisthe

"lovelylady"Mavisistalkingabout.Mavisrealised

thatherstatementsoundedsowrongshequickly

correctedit.

Mavis-itthatbeautifulyoungladythatworkswith



baba.

Sbani&Sipho-Nelly??

Mavis-yes,yesthatone

Ntombi-(confused)whydidtheygoupstairs?

Zandile-maybetheywenttobabasstudy.

MrsZulu-letmegocheckthem

Mavis-shedidn'tlooktogood.

Sbani-(gettingup)whatyoumeanshedidn'tlookto

good?

Sipho-I'mcallingShaka(takeshisphone)

Sbani-(grabbedhisphone)whatyoucallinghim

for???(annoyed)thisisnotthetimetoplaymatch

maker.

MrsZulu-Mavisletgo

AsMrsZuluwasabouttogetup,MrZulushowedup

inthelounge,everyonelookedathimwiththe

explainlook.



MrZulu-Mavispleasetakeabowlofyoghurtand

painkillerstogetherwithbottlewatertoMissSiwela.

Mavis-yesbaba.

Maviswalkedtothekitchen,MrZuluwenttositand

everyonelookedathim.

MrZulu-(lookingatthem)Yini?Nahlahlaamehlonje

Sbani-(lookingdirectlyathiseyes)whatwrongwith

Nelly?

MrZulu-(lookingathisson)thatnoneofyour

business.Thefileyouwantedisinmystudy.

(Authoritivevoice)NowI'mnotansweringany

questionsregardingMissSiwela.Siyezwana?

Ntombi&Zandile-yebobaba

Sipho-yebobaba

MrsZulu-Mageba(aknowledginghim)



EveryonelookedatSbaniwaitingforhimtorespond

tohisfather.MrZulualreadyknewwhat'stocome

nextandashepredictedSbanigotupandleft

everyoneshockedandconfused.MrZuluknewright

therethathissonwasfucked.

MrZulutookhiswife'shandandwalkedout,Sipho

excusedhimselftoo.Leavingthewivesalone..

Zandile-Ithoughthewasdealingwithanger(looking

atNtombi)

Ntombi-(sighs)heis,he....ItcomplicatedZah

Zandile-(smiles)howisworkingonbabynumber2

comingalong?

Ntombi-(frowned)itprovingtobedifficult,wehave

beentryingforthewholeyearandnothing.Itwillbe

evenhardernowthatSbaniisbackatworkfulltime.

Zandile-(holdingherhand)itwillhappen,don't

stresssisi.SohaveyouseenNelly?



Ntombi-no,andyou?

Zandile-yes.Sheissobeautiful,flawlesseverything,

shelookscustomized.Idon'tthinkshehasanything

inherthatshedoesn'tlike.

Ntombi-(suprised)isshethatbeautiful?

Zandile-youhavenoidea.Iwassohappythatsheis

engaged(laughs)Iwouldn'tsleepatnightifmyman

wasworkingcloselywithher.Hearingsheis

engagedcalmedmedown.

Ntombi-(laughs)ehmfazi....Sbaniwillbeworking

closelywithherbutItrustmyhusband.

Zandile-waittillyouseeher,youwillbemaking

unnecessaryvisitstotheoffice.(laughs)

Ntombi-(laughing)ehhmfazikuzofaumuntu

Siphotookoutacigarettetosmoke,hepuffedit5

timesthanashedit,puttingitoff.Hetookouthis

phoneanddailedShakanumber,putthephoneon

hisear.Sbaniwasstandingbehindhisbrother

watchinghim,Siphocouldn'tseehimbecauseitwas



dark.Thephonewasringing,Shakaansweredbutit

wasnoisywherehewas..

Sipho-Bafohello..

Shaka-bafowaitI'llcallafteraminute

Sipho-waititaboutNell......

Hecouldn'tfinishhissentenceasSbanigrabbedhis

phoneandendedthecall...

Sbani-(annoyed)really?

Sipho-I'mdoingyouafavourbeforeyoudo

somethingyouwillregret.

Sbani-BULLSHIT.....whatthehellareyoucalling

Shakafor?Isheherboyfriend??Letherdealwithher

shit,don'timposeonher.Youbeingselfishrightnow.

Letherbe.(Givinghisbrotheradeathstare)you

betternotcallShakaagainortellhimanythingNxi.



SbanithrewSiphosphoneupanditlandedonthe

floor.Hewalkedbackinsidethehouse.Nellywalked

downthestairsheadedtothekitchen,shewalked

insidethekitchenandstoppedonhertracksasshe

sawSbanigulpingdownwater.Sbanifeltsomeone

waswatchinghim,helookedandtheireyesmet.He

couldn'tbelievethiswasher,hereyeswereblood

red,shehaseyebags,herfacewaspuffyred.She

lookedlikethewholeworldwasonhershoulders.

Despiteallthatshestilllookedbeautiful,"howisthis

possible"hethoughtItwassilentforawhile,until

Nellywalkedtothesinkandwashedthebowl,he

lookedatherandnoticedthatshewasn'twearing

herring.Thatwhenheknew,thatassholedid

something,thisangeredhim,hewantedtohugher,

hekeptgettingclosetoherbuthewouldgobackto

wherehewaswhenhewasclosertoher.Nellywas

facingthesinksoherbackwasfacinghim,she

couldn'tseewhathewasdoingbutoneperson

couldandthatwashisfatherwhowaswatching

fromafar.Hewasabouttogoclosetoherwhen

Nellyturned.



Nelly-Icalledmybrother,heisonhiswayhere.

(Wipedhertears)didyougetthefile?

Sbani-(lookingather)yes..

Nelly-Iwon'tbepresentatthemeeting

Sbani-Iunderstand....

Nelly-(suprised)oh..

Sbani-(smiles)Iamhumanyouknow.

Nelly-(fakesmiles)....(silent)....letmegoinform

yourfatherthatmybrotheriscoming.

Nellywasabouttowalkoutwhen,Sbaniheldher

hand,itassoftasthelasttimeheheldit....

Sbani-(looksathereyes)heisanidoit.

Nellysmileslightlyremovingherhandfromhisand

walksoff....



Atthegate3carsarewaitingtodrivein,Shakascar,

SaneandSizwescarandthelastcarisanubercar

withNhlanhlainside,thecarsarebuzzedin,they

followoneanothergoingin.....
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Thecarspullupandparkoneaftertheothernear

thewaterfountainattheentrance,Nhlanhlagetsout

firstandtheuberdriver,drivesoff,henoticesSizwes

carregistration.Ashemakeshiswaytowardsthe

car,henoticesthatthereisawomaninsidethecar

anditdefinitelynothissister,thewomanisbrown

onthecomplexionside.Theyseemrathertoo

comfortableforhisliking,heisabouttomovecloser

whenheisdisturbedbysomeoneclearingthey

throat.



Shaka-Shomfethu,canIhelpyou?

Nhlanhla-(turnsandlooksathim)Sho,I'mhereto

pickupmysister.

Shaka-(confused)sister?

Nhlanhla-Yes,Nelly,shecalledmetocomepickher

up,thathercar(PointingatwhiteBMWX6)

Shaka-(smilesalittle)Nellyshere??Ohwhynoone

toldme(takesouthishandforashake)ShakaZulu,

yoursistersfuturehusband

Nhlanhla-(shakeshishand)ohcockyain'twe??

SorryBafo,sheisengagedtosomefoolalready.

Thetwogentlemansharealaugh,meanwhileinthe

car,Sizwejustgotoffthephonehenoticesthe

whiteBMWX6infrontofthem,hisheartstarts

beatingfast."Thisisnothappening"hethinksto

himself.HehasbeentryingtogetholdofNellythe

wholeoftodaybutshehasn'tbeenpickinguphis

calls,whichisunderstandable.Ifthisisindeed

Nellyscar,thingswillnotlookgoodforhim,heknew



howfondtheZulufamilywasofher.Hedidasilent

prayerandlookedattheplatesofthecarandthey

read"SIWELAZN",hestartedtosweatalittle,"thisis

notgood"hethought....

Sane-(lookingattheBMWX6)uhmmmdidmom

buyanewcar?Ormaybeitoneofmybrotherswives,

IknowNtombialwayswantedSbanitobuyherthat

car.(Chewsonherbiltong).

Sizwe-(sweating)babemaybeweshouldsuprise

yourfamilytomorrow,youhadlongflightyouneed

therest.(Lookingather)

Sane-(bewildered)areyououtofyourmind?Sizwe

I'mhungrypluswealreadyhere,(opensherdoor)

NhlanhlakeptlookingattheVWTiguan,thiswas

definitelySizwescar,hethoughttohimself.Shaka

noticedthathewasdistractedbythecarinfrontof

them.



Shaka-(lookingathecar)youlikethecar?Youseem

distractedbyit.

Nhlanhla-(looksathim)noBafo,Ijusthappento

knowthatcarfromsomewhere.Theregistrationis

familiar.(Lookingatthecaronceagain)

Shaka-Ohthatmysister'shusbandscar.Notmy

typeofcar.

Sanecomesoutofthecarwithherpacketofbiltong,

shewalkstowardsherbrotherandthemanheis

with,"helooksmeanhot"shethinkstoherselfbut

quicklybrushesitoff,"thesepregnancyhormones

willbethedeathofher,shethinkstoherself"....

Shaka-(smilingathissister)waqamukasumoyizela

nje.....(hugsher)heyhippo....(teasingher)

Sane-(hugsherbrother)reallyShaka???(Rolesher

eyes)I'monly3monthsamnotahippoyet.(Hits

himplayfully)andIwonderwhyImissedyou.

Shaka-(looksatthestainsheleftwhileplayfully



hittinghim)geez!!!!!Lookwhatyoudid,noyounot

hippoanymore,I'mcallingyoupiggie.(Brushesthe

stainmakingitworse)Jesuswomanwhoeats

biltongwithmustard?Wheredidyouevengetthe

mustardfrom?

Sane-(Roleshereyes)Ialwayscarrysmallssachets

ofmustardwithme.(LookingatNhlanhla)whois

yourdecentfriend?

Nhlanhla-(laughs)(takesouthishandforashake)

I'lltakethatasacompliment,Nhlanhlaisthename,

Miss?

Shaka-(laughing)whatyoumeandecent??

Uqondenivele?

Sane-(lookingatNhlanhla)Mrsactually,Sanelisiwe

ismyname.Letgoinsideamdyingofhunger.

Shaka-yourman?Ishenotcoming?

Sane-(lookingbackatSizwescar)heisstillonacall,

hewillmeetusinside,asambe...

ThethreewalkedinsidewithNhlanhlalookingatthe



platesofSizwescar,onceagain.Hewassosure

thatitwashimhesawalittlebutShakasaiditwas

Saneshusbandcar,itjustdidn'tmakesense.They

approachedthelivingroomwithSaneaheadof

them....

Sane-(shouting)FAMILY!!!!!!!

Everyoneatthelivingroomlookedatthepassage

andfinallyspottedSane,behindwasShakaanda

mantheydidn'trecognize....

Zandile-wafikanomsindo...

Shegreetsandhugshermom,brothersandthe

wives

MrZulu-(shakinghishead)theregoespeaceand

quietoutthewindow.(Hugsher/kisseshercheek)



nkosazana?

Sane-(hugshimback)(pouts)hawu!!!Baba....I'mnot

thatloud.Babahowareyou?

MrZulu-weokaybaby,uphimkhwenyana?

Sane-outsideonacall.Hewilljoinusshortly.

Nhlanhla-sanibonaekhaya,

MrZulu-helloson,areyouShakasfriend?

Nhlanhla-chababa,I'mheretopickupmysister,

Nellyshecalledme.(Lookingaround)whereisshe?

Saneswholebodyfreezesassoonasshehearsthe

wordNelly,"coulditbeher?"Shethinkstoherself....

MrZulu-ohson.(Frownssad)sheisupstairsinone

offourguestrooms.

Nhlanhla-(worried)whathappened??

MrZulu-I'mnotsuresonbutshewasbroughthere

byagoodsamaritan,apparentlyshewasinno



conditiontodrive,letmefeelyouinonthedetailsin

mystudy.

Shaka-(shocked)WHAT??!!!whydidn'tanybodycall

me?

Sbani-(annoyed)whywouldwecallyou?Younother

boyfriend.

Shaka-(looksatSbani)ayiawumewena!!!Amnot

doingthiswithyou.(looksatSipho)wow!!!Iwould

haveexpectedyoutocallme.

Sipho-Ididbu...(looksatsbani)butitwasnoisy

whereyouwere.

MrZulu-(lookingathissons)Mxm,Nhlanhlasonlet

gotomystudy.

Theywalkedtothestudy,leavingagitatedbrothers,

confusedwives,guiltySaneandapuzzledMrsZulu.

Shaka-(worried)-sohowisshe,doesshelook

distraught?



Ntombi-wedon'tknow,onlybabasawher.

Sane-(scared)di..di...didshesaywhatwrongwith

her?

Sipho-(lookingathissister)whyyoustammering??

Hormonesaremessingwithyou.

Shaka-(worried)sonooneknowswhatwrong?

MrsZulu-(sighs)whateveritisthoughisbad,the

poorchildlookslikedeath.

Sane-(guilty)momI'm sure,shedoesn'tlookthat

bad.

MrsZulu-(sad)sheisbaby.Itlikesheisfading

minutebyminute...

Sbani-(annoyed)itthatstupidfianceofhersnxi!

Fuckingidiot.

Ntombi-shetoldyou?

Sipho-(suprised)howdoyouknowthat?

Sbani-(pissed)sheisn'twearingherringanymore,I

sawherinthekitchen.

Zandile-younoticedthat??(shocked)youneverone



topayattentiontothings.

MrsZulu-(shockedaswell)yeahI'msuprisedtoo.

Sbani-(annoyed)howisthatrelevantrightnow?

Ntombi-maybeyoushouldcheckonherShaka?

Sbani-(gettingup)(pissed)FUCKNO!!!Whatwrong

withyoupeople?Letherbe,stopimposingonher,

busyplayingcupid.

Ntombi-(softvoice)Iwasjusttryingto...

Sbani-JUSTDON'T,ITNOTYOURBUSINESS

Zandile-yoooooh

Sbani-(lookingatsipho)yourwifeBafo....

Sipho-Zandilequiet.

Shaka-(sitsdown)Sbaniisright,weshouldgiveher

space.

Sane-(sweating)maybeSizweandIcancomeback

tomorrow?

MrsZulu-nonsensesitweabouttoeatdinner.



Sanesitsdownwithknotsinherstomach,theysit

silentlyinthelivingroom,everyonelostintheirown

thoughts.

Meanwhile....

Sizwemakeshiswayinsidethehouse,withaplanto

fakeanemergencysohecanleave...

Nellywakesupfromhersleepandmakesherway

downthestairs,shesmellshimbeforeshecaneven

seehim,"SIZWE"

Theyeyesmeet....

NhlanhlawalksoutofthestudyleavingMrZulu

behind,hecomestoastopwhenheseesSizwe

standingandlookingaheadofhim.Hewalks

forwardandnoticeswhatSizweislookingat.There



atthestaircasestandshissister,thesightofher

breakshisheart...

Helooksather,thanhim,thanbackather,hismood

changesfrombrokentoangry....
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Nhlanhlalooksatthebothofthem,histhoughtsgo

backtothecaroutside,wasitreallySizwescar?,but

ifitwasreallyhiscar,thanthatmeansheisSanes

husband,whichmakesnosense.Sizweisengaged

tohissister.HelooksatSizwe...

Nhlanhla-whendidyougethere?

Sizwe-(tonguetied)uhm.....(silent).....Ijustgot

here(notlookingathim)

Nhlanhla-(lookingathim)I'mgoingtoaskyouagain,



whendidyougethere???...

Sizwe-Ijust.....

Nhlanhla-(movingclosertohim)thinkaboutyour

answer.

Nellylookedatherbrothersbodylanguageandsaw

howwitheachminutethatpassed,hewastensing

upandsheknewverywellhowthatisasignof

troubleisabouttohappen.Nhlanhlaisveryover

protectiveofhissister,healsohasadarksideabout

himwhichherathernotshowtopeoplebuttouch

hisfamilyyouwillmeettheanimalinhim.Heused

tostealcarsbackinthedays,hewasneverpartof

anygangbutheknewthestreetlifelikeheknew

himself....

Nelly-(holdinghertears)bhutiIthinkweshouldgo.

Nhlanhla-(lookingathissister)staythere....(turns

toSizwe)amlistening?

Sizwe-(lookingatNellythanhim)Icanexplain



okay...

Nhlanhlamovesclosertohimandholdhimbyis

collar,lookingdirectlyintohiseyes,hopingitnot

whathethinksitis,healreadyknewbutpartofhim

hopesmaybethereisachancehemightbewrong.

Nhlanhla-(stillholdinghimbyhiscollar)Areyou

marriedtoSane?

Nelly-(heartpounding)bhuti....

Sizwe-(guilty)yes...butIcanexpl...

Nhlanhla-(holdinghimeventighter)isthatwhymy

sisterislookinglikeshejustburiedherwholefamily

inoneday?

Nelly-(teary)bhutipleaseletgohome.

(Shedidn'twanttore-livethewholethingagain.It

wasjusttoopainful,hearingSizweanswerallthese

questionsbreakseverypartofherthatleftinsideof

her)



Sizwe-(swallowed)yes.I'mverysorry,Ididn'tmean

tohurtherlikethis.

NhlanhlashovedSizweonthewallandputhisright

handaroundhisneck,squeezinghimtighterand

tighter,SizwebeganchokingbutNhlanhlacouldn't

stop.Everytimehetriedtostophimself,heseesthe

imageofhissister.Howcouldhedothistoher

sister,hisnenoh.

Sanewasonherwaytothekitchenwhenshecame

toacompletestopatthepassage,watchingSizwe

struggletobreathe,hiseyeballsalloutandviens

poppingonhisforehead,shescreamedsoloud

makingeveryoneinthelivingroomjumpandmake

theirwaytoher,Siphoarrivedfirstandquicklyran

towardsNhlanhlapushinghimoffSizwebuthis

strengthalonewasn'tenoughtogetNhlanhlaof

Sizwecompletely,ShakaandSbanijumpedinas

wellmakingNhlanhlashandloosenitgripfrom

Sizwesneck,thesecondNhlanhlashandleftSizwes



neck,heslidedofbythewallfallingdown,hiswhole

bodyincontactwiththewoodenfloor.Sanequickly

rantowardshim,screamingandcrying.Zandilewent

towardsthemcheckingSizwespulse,hewasstill

breathing,hisbodyjustwenttotemporaryshock.

ShequicklyadvisedNtombitorushtothekitchen

andgethimaglassoficecoldwater.MrZulu

arrivedatthepassagetothewholecommotion,

confusedastowhathappened...

MrZulu-(lookingaround)whathappened?Sizwe?

Sanewhathappenedtomkhwenyana?

Sane-(crying)(sniffing)baba,it...itthatscum

(PointingatNhlanhla)Ifoundhim(sniffs)choking

Sizwe.

EveryonelookedatNhlanhlawaitingforhimtotalk

andexplain.

Nhlanhla-(pissed)Iwillgladlydoitagainifihadtoo.



Sipho-whatthefuckdude?Younearlykilledhim.

(LookingatSizwe,whowasslowlyregaining

consciousness)

Nhlanhla-(annoyed)doesitlooklikeIfuckingcare.

ItexactlywhatIwantedtodo.

Shaka-(lookingatNelly)(Shelookedlikeshewasn't

evenhere,liketheywereallinvisible)canweallcalm

downandtalkaboutthis.(LooksatNellyonceagain)

SbanisawhisbrotherlookingatNelly,healso

lookedather,somethingwasoffabouther.Her

wholeappearancehadchanged,shelookedunfazed

aboutwhathappening.Hereyeslookeddryand

empty.Thisworriedhim,hedidn'tcareaboutwhat

washappeninghere,heonlycaredabouther...

MrsZulu-(lookingatNhlanhla)pleasesonexplainto

uswhathappeninghere?

Zandile-whateveritisthathedid,itdoesn'tgivehim

therighttotryandkillhim,thisisunacceptable



behaviour.

Nhlanhla-(lookingatZandile)(annoyedbyher)listen

woman,Iwasn'ttryingtokillhim.Iwaskillinghim,

heshouldthankhiswifeforgettinghereintime.Nxi!,

askyourprecioussoninlawandyourspoiltbrat

here,whattheydid.

MrZulu-(lookedatSane)whatishetalkingabout?

Sane-(crying)baba,(sniffs)babaplease

Nhlanhla-(pissed)cutthecrapandstopwiththe

faketears,tellyourfamilyherehowyounotso

innocent.

Sane-(crying)baba,pleaseitwasn'tintentional,we

didn'tmeanto(sniffs)to...to....

Sizwecouldn'tbarehearinghiswifecry,hedidn't

wanthertogothroughthisaloneespeciallybecause

itwashismess.Hestoodupstraightwiththehelp

ofhiswife.Hetookadeepbreathandlookedat

Nelly,tryingtohaveasilentconversationwithher

butwhenhelookedatherwaitingforagoahead



signalhegotnothing,shelookedempty,soulless.

SbanisawhowSizwelookedatNellywithguiltand

pain,hedidn'tlikehowSizweseyessomehow

showedhelovedher...

Sizwe-(shameful)Iknowyouallawareofmy

situationabouttheotherwoman.

Sipho-yeahbutyousorteditoutright.

Nhlanhla-lethimfinish.

Sizwe-thetruthisIwasn'tcompletelyhonestwith

youguys.WhenImetSaneIwasanengagedman.

(Theyallgasped)

MrZulu-WHAT???

MrsZulu-Sanelisiwe???

Nhlanhla-(clearedhisthroat)was???trybeing

straight

Sizwe-uhmmm...Imarriedyourdaughterwhile

engagedtoanotherwoman.



Commotionstarted,shockevidentinalltheirfaces.

MrZululookedathisdaughterwithadissapointed

face.Thebrotherswerebreathingfire.Shaka

chargedforSizwebutwasstoppedbyhisfather.

Shaka-(angry)youpissofshit.

Sipho-(shakinghishead)itwasbadenoughthinking

itwasagirlfriendbutigodusononoSizweman.

Fuckno.

Zandile-sowhereistheotherwoman?

Sipho-(annoyed)ZANDILE!!!

SizwelookedatNellywitheyesfullofpityand

shame,everyonelookedatwherehewaslookingat,

theyeyesfellonNelly,theymouthsdropped.Shaka

froze,whileSbanilostallhissensesandchargedfor

Sizwe...

Sbani-(angry)OHFUCKNO!!!Youpieceofshit.



SbanipunchedSizwe,makinghimstumble

backwardsandlandonthefloorwithhis

butt,coughingblood.Sbaniwentinkickinghis

stomach,withMrZuluandSiphotryingtoholdback

Sbani,thewomenscreamingforSbanitostop,there

wastoomuchgoingonatoncethatitgottoomuch

forNellytotake,herheartwasbeatingwayfast,her

chestwasclosingupmakingitpainfulforherto

breathe,shetriedcallingoutherbrotherbutno

soundcameout.Shetookonestepdown,she

couldn'ttakeanymorestepsdown,sheraisedher

handstryingtosignalforhelpbutherbodyfailedher,

shewentdownfallingandrolleddownthestairs.

EveryonestoppedandturnedtoalifelessNellyon

thefloor,bleedingonthesideofherhead......
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ATTHEZULUHOUSEHOLD

MrsZulu-(coveringhermouth)ohmyGod!!!



ZandilerushedtoNellyheldherheadup,checking

forherpulse,itwastherebutitwasveryweak.The

brothersandNhlanhlarushedtoherside,Shaka

beingthefirstonetoreachher,Nellylookedsopale,

shelookedasifbloodwasnolongerflowinginher

veins,thisbrokehisheart,itbrokeeveryone'sheart.

Nhlanhlapushedtheguysoff,kneeleddowncarrying

hissistertothecar.

Nhlanhla-(walkingwithhertothecar)Ineedhercar

keys.

Shaka-(walkingbesidehim)youcanusemycar,I

candriveyouthere.

Sbani-(annoyed)sheneedstogowithanSUVcarso

shecanlaycomfortable,thelittlebloodleftinsideof

hercanflowfreely,keepingheralive.

MrZuluunlockedNellyscar,heopenedthedoorfor

Nhlanhlawhowascarryinghissister,helaidher



downatthebackseatandshutthedoor.MrZulu

handedhimthekeys.

Nhlanhla-(pissed)I'llappreciateitifnoneyou

followedme,youZulu'shavedoneenoughdamaged

already.

Shaka&Sbani-(loud)WHATTHEFUCK???

Nhlanhla-(lookingatthem)Yes,Ihopewe

understandeachother.Stayawayfrommysister.

Shaka-(pissed)youcan'tdothat,

Sbani-(pissed)youbeingselfishrightnow,itthat

fucker(PointingatSizwe)thatresponsibleforthis.

Nhlanhla-(annoyed)Idon'tgiveafuck.(Gettingin

thecar)

MrZulu-(sighs)atleastletZandileridewithyou,she

cansupportNellyshead,plussheisanurse,shecan

keepherstableuntilyoureachthehospital.Idrive

behindyou,soshecanridewithmeback.



Nhlanhlathoughtaboutitforasecond,henodded,

Zandilequicklygotatthebackofthecarand

supportedherhead.Shelookedather,"howcanone

humanbeingbesobeautifulevenwhenfightingto

stayalive"shethought.Nhlanhlastartedthecarand

droveoutthegate.MrsZuluhandedMrZuluhiscar

keys..

MrZulu-(lookingathispissedoffsons)Itbestyou

stayhere.I'llupdateyouwhenIcomeback.(Looking

atSbani)(authoritivevoice)Siyezwana??

Shaka-(annoyed)Yes..

Sbani-(challenginghisfatherwithastare)

....(silent)....YES

MrZulukissedhiswife,gotinhiscaranddroveoff

followingNhlanhlatothehospital....

TheyallwentinsidethelivingroomandfoundSane

withSizwewhohadanicepackonhisjaw.Shaka



andSbanigotannoyedjustlookingathisface.

Sizwelookedupatthemwithguiltandshame,he

respectedthesemanandtheyrespectedhimback,

theylovedhowhetreatedtheirsisterbutnowhis

characterwasquestionedandheknewhehada

longwaytogobeforetheytrusthimagain.Sane

lookedathermotherwholookedathershakingher

headwithdisappointment.Saneheldonhertears,

sheneverwantedtodissapointherparentsbutnow

shehasanditpainsher.

Sane-(abouttocry)isshegoingtobeokay?

Sbani-(annoyed)whatdoyouthink!!!

Ntombi-(Brusheshistigh)babeplease,shewasn't

bleedingtomuch,hopefullythatagoodsignsisi.

Shaka-(annoyed)you'redoctornow??Justbecause

shewasn'tbleedingthatmuchdoesn'tmeanthe

woundisnotfatal,shecouldbebleedinginthe

inside.

Sipho-(sighs)Shakaisright,atthispointwehaveto

hopeshemakesitbutit50/50.



Sizwe-(puttingtheicepackdown)Ineedtocallher

mom

Sbani-andsayWHAT???(Loudandbeingsarcastic)

ohheyIcheatedonyourdaughter,nowI'mamarried

manwitha2yearoldsonandoneontheway.Your

daughterfoundoutnowsheatthehospitalfighting

forherlife.

Sane-(annoyed)thisisnotthetimetobesarcastic

Sbani.Thisain'tfunny.

Shaka-ohnodearsister,Sbaniisright,thebesthe

coulddofortheSiwelafamilyistostayawayfrom

theirdaughterfornow.

Ntombi-(lookingatherhusband)wanttogolay

downalittle,(Brusheshistigh)youtotenseright

nowlove.

Sbani-(looksatherandsighs)I'mokay,yougosleep

okay(holdingherhand)

Ntombi-(sighs)okay,cometuckmeinplease

(smiles)



SbanigetuptakingNtombihandwalkinghertotheir

bedroom,theyentertheroom,Ntombigoesstraight

tothebathroomtowashhermakeupandgetready

forbed.Sbanireachesforhisphoneandcallshis

fatherbuthedoesn'tanswer,Sbaniendsthecalland

runshishandsoverhisfacefrustratedly.Ntombi

comesoutfromthebedroominherunderware

garmentsonly,exposingherbeautifulbody,sheis

naturallyslender.Sheseeshowexhaustedher

husbandis,shewalkstohimandputherarms

aroundhisnecklookingathim..

Ntombi-babeplease,restabit.Yourfatherwill

updateusassoonashehearsthegoodnewsofher

beingokay.

Sbani-(holdsherwaist)...okay...

Ntombismilesandleansfowardtofrenchkisshim

buthequicklyholdsherfacewithbothhandsand

kisseshercheek.Shedisappointedlylaysherhead

onhischest."Maybethiswasnottherighttimeto



initiatesex,butheistensedandshewantedtocalm

himdownandmaybemakeababyintheprocess."

Shethought.Hepullsherawayandlooksather.

Sbani-gogetdressed,I'llwaitinthebedforyou.

Ntombi-yousleepingwithyourworkclotheson..

Sbani-(sighs)love,I'mheretotuckyouinandresta

little.

Ntombisighsandwalkstotheclosettochange...

ATMA'SIWELAHOME

Mthokowaslayingaroundtheloungewatchingtv,

whenhisphonestartedringingdisturbinghim...

Mthoko-(pausingthetv)Yini??

Nhlanhla-Nellyisatthehospital,Ican'tgointo



detailsrightnowbutpleasedon'ttellmom.

Mthoko-(startled)shit!!!Whichhospital?Umhlanga

Netcare??

Nhlanhla-yes.I'llcallyoulater.

Mthoko-SHIT!!!

HedailedLungieysnumber,ringing....

ATNELLYSAPARTMENT

LungieyandMbaliweresittingquietlyinthelounge,

forsomereasonMbalididn'tleave,Lungieysphone

vibratedshelookedatthecallerIDanditwas

Mthoko,sheignoredit.Thephonevibratedagain,

sheannoyinglypickeditup...

Lungiey-(boredtone)whatdoyouwant??

Mthoko-(annoyed)listenmissworld,thisain'tabout



youfuckingmybrother.Yourbestfriendisin

hospital.(Hehangedup)

Lungieyfroze,"didshegetintoacaraccident?"She

thought.Shequicklygrabbedhercarkeysandphone

headedtothedoor...

Mbali-whereyougoing?

Lungiey-(teary)Nellyisinhospital

Mbali-WHAT!!!

Shequicklyfollowedherout...
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ATUMHLANGANETCAREHOSPITAL

MrZuluandNhlanhlaweresittinginthewaiting

roomwaitingforthedoctortocomeoutandinform



themaboutNellyssituation.Zandilecomesupto

themwith2cupsofcoffeeandhandsittothem.

Nhlanhlatakesthecoffeeandthankher,heisnow

calm,henolongerfueledwithangerlikebefore

insteadheisfeelinghelplessandhurtbroken,the

sightofhissisterlefthimdefeated.

MrZulu-(sippingonhiscoffee)anynews??

Zandile-(sittingdown)no...butshewastakentoICU.

Nhlanhla-(lookingatthem)babayoushouldtake

Zandilehome,itlatenow,I'vecalledmybrotherheis

onhiswayhere.I'msorryabouthowIdisrespected

youearlierinyourownhome.

MrZulu-(touchinghisshoulder)itokayson.I'mnot

holdinganyofwhathappenedagainstyou,Iwould

haveprobablydonethesamethingifnotworse.

Nhlanhla-(regretful)stillbaba,Iwasnotraisedto

disrespectmyelders,youhaveshownnothingbut

kindnesstowardsmysister.Ishouldhaveknown

better.



MrZulu-(lookingathim)itokayndodana,butIwant

youtoknow,wetrulydidn'tknowaboutthiswhole

thing.Weonlyknewthathehadagirlfriendwhenhe

metourdaughterbutweweretoldtherelationship

wasnotworkingoutandtheywereonsomekindof

break,wewereagainstthisatfirst,wequestioned

himbutwhentheybothcametousandlaiddown

thestorytous,wegavein,weshouldhaveseenthe

signstherebutIguesswewereblindedbyhowhe

treatedourdaughter,andwhenhewantedtodo

rightbyherIguesswedidn'tseetheneedto

questionhisstoryanymore.

Nhlanhla-(sighs)itokaybaba,youdon'tneedto

explain.Sizweisresponsibleforthis.

MrZulu-(shakinghishead)Idon'tknowaboutthat

oneanymore.

Nhlanhla-(shakeshisheadlaughing)Ican'tbelieve

I'msayingthisbutIknowmysisterwillagreewith

metoo.ItprobablysomethingshewouldsaybutI

guessbecausethereisachanceImightloseher,

someofherpersonalityisrubbingofonme.Sizwe

isnotabadperson,hemadestupidandfoolish



decisions,heactedlikeacowardandpus...punk.He

wasn'tmanenoughtodealwithhisproblemsandit

forthatwhyhelostthesmallamountofrespectI

hadforhim.IneverlikedhimbutIrespectedhimfor

howhappyhemademysisterbuthe'sproventome,

howrightiwasabouthim.

MrZulu-heisapussy,youcansayitnoneedtobe

scaredofme.(Laughsalittle)ifyou'remanandyou

can'tdealwithyourshitstraightonthantomeGod

wastedhistimegivingyouballs.Yoursisterisa

wonderfulandstrongyounglady.Shewillwakeup

hereandheractiontowardsthiswholesituationwill

shockus.YourightSizweisnotabadguybutheis

astupidone.His2yearoldsonprobablyhasbigger

ballsthanhim.

Thetwogentlemanlaugheasingthetensionalittle,

itbeenalongnightforeveryone.Thedoctorscomes

outofthe"staffonly"doorandwalksuptothem,

makingthemstandandlookatherwithhope

waitingforhertorelievethemfromthismisery...



Dr-MissSiwelafamily?

Nhlanhla-yes,I'm,herbrother.

Dr-okay,I'mDrGasa(shakeshishand)yoursisteris

inICU,butnotforlong,sheisjustdehydratedand

herbodyhadtakenstrainandthefallcausedherto

temporaryblackout.WewillmovinghertoTrauma

unittomorrow.

Zandile-whataboutherheadwound,shewas

bleeding

DrGasa-wecleanedherup,shedidn'tinternally

bleed,whichisaverygoodsign.Shewillawake

tomorrow(lookingatherwatch)actuallytodayit

alreadyearlyhours.Youshouldgorestandcome

backaround10:00am,especiallyyouZahyourshift

startsat8.00amanditalready1:45am.Arethere

anyquestions?

Nhlanhla-(relived)no,thankyouDr...

DrGasanodsandwalksawaylivingthemwith



relivedfaces.Lungiey,MbaliandMthokoright

behindthemcomeoutoftheelevatormakingtheir

waytothem..

Mthoko-(worried)Bafowhathappened??

Lungiey-(holdinghertears)whathappened?Isshe

okay??OhmyGod!!!(Covershermouth)..

Nhlanhla-(lookingather)stopbeingdramatic,sheis

okay.(LookingatMthoko)youcalledher?

Mthoko-(shrugs)itherbestfriendman,comeon.

MrZulu-(confused)Mbali??whatareyoudoinghere?

Ididn'tknowyouandMissSiwelawerefriends?

Lungiey-theynot...

Mbalilooksather,shakingherhead."Thisgirlneeds

selfesteeminjection"shethinkstoherself.

Mbali-sheaskedmetodropofftheforecastfile,

whenigotthereshedidn'tlooktoogoodsoi



decidedtowaitforhertocomebackfromyour

housesir.

MrZulu-okaychild.(LookingatNhlanhla)ndodana,

I'mgoingtogonow,Zandilehastorest.Mbaliyou

too,letgotheofficewillneedyoufresh.I'llcomeby

latertoday.

Nhlanhlabidthemfarewell,astheymadetheirway

totheelevator.Lungiey,MthokoandNhlanhlawere

theonlyonesleft.Itbecamesilentforawhileuntil

Mthokospoke...

Mthoko-sowhathappened??

Nhlanhla-Sizwehappened...

Mthoko-entlek...whereisheanyway??Waitdidhe

hither?

Nhlanhla-worsethanthatBafo.

NhlanhlastartedtellingMthokoeverythingthat



happenedtodayandaboutSizwe.Mthokogot

furiousandangrybutNhlanhlamanagedtocalmhis

brotherdown.Mthokosheartpainedforhissister.

Hewonderedifwouldsheeverbethesameagain.

Heknewhowonepersoncanfuckupyourlifeinthe

nameoflove.Hedidn'twishthatonhissisterbuthe

waslateitalreadydone.Lungieysattherequietwith

tearsrunningdownhertears.

Lungiey-(crying)theheadwoundisnotfatalright?

Nhlanhla-No.Justascratch.

Lungiey-(teary)ohthankGod...Nhlanhlayoucango

homeI'llstay.

Nhlanhla-no.I'mstaying.Mthokoyoucangohome

andfetchmom(checkinghispockets)andcallSimi

forme.

Mthoko-(laughssarcastically)I'mnotleavingyou

toohere.Wena(looksatNhlanhla)callyourwife

yourself.



Nhlanhlasighsandwalksfurtherawayfromthem

callinghiswife.

Lungiey-(lookingathim)Ithoughtyousaidyoudon't

hateme.

Mthoko-(lookingather)Idon't...Thefuckeduppart

isishouldbutIcan't,Icanneverhateyou.

Lungiey-(smiles)thankyo...

Mthoko-don'tgetittwistedjustbecauseI...(his

phonevibratedringingdisturbinghim,itwashis

mom)...Firstlady?

Ma'Siwela-firstladywokunuka!!!(Loud)didIraise

politiciansordidIraiserespectfulkids?

Mthoko-Ma???

Ma'Siwela-(shouting)Ma,MaWHAT???!!!Why

didn'tyoutellmeyoursisterisinhospital??Yesi

know,Why?becauseI'mhernextofkin,ithospital

protocoltocallme.Ibetyouandyourbigheaded

brotherdidn'tthinkofthat.Nx!Tellthatkhanda

khulu,I'mwaitingforhimtocomegetme.(Shehang



up)

Mthoko-SHIT...

HewalkedtowardsNhlanhla,tellinghimabouttheir

mothersphonecall.

ATTHEZULUHOUSEHOLD

SbaniandShakaheardtheirfather'scar,Shaka

walkedoutofhisroom.Sbanicarefullyremoved

Ntombifromhischest,babykissingherandwalked

outoftheirroom.MeetingShakaatthepassage,

theylookedateachotherandsighed.MrZulu

openedthefrontdoortohissonsstandingwaiting

forhim,hehaddroppedZandileatherhouse.

MrZulu-(authoritivevoice)I'mnotabouttobe3rd

degreedinmyownhomeat2:30am.



Hewalkedpassedhissons,makinghiswaytohis

bedroom.Hegotinandshutthedoor....

Leavingthemstanding....
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7:00am

ATTHEZULUHOUSEHOLD

EveryonewassettledatthetableexceptMrZulu,he

stillhasn'tcomedownyet.Siphowaspresentatthe

table,hearrivedthismorning.Mavishadset

everythingupforthem,theywerejustwaitingforMr

Zulutocomedownsotheycouldstarteating.They

werenotallowedtoeatwithouthimpresentunless

hegivesthempermissiontoo.Hewasamodern

zulumanbuthestillverymuchrespectedand

followedtradition.



Shaka-mom,diddadtellyouanythingaboutNelly

whenhegotback.

MrsZulu-noson,hejustwenttoshowerthanslept.

Sipho-SheokayBafo,shedidn'tbleedinternally

whichisgood.Theysaidtheywillmoveherto

Traumaunittoday.

Sbani-howdoyouknowallthat?

Sipho-Zandiletoldmeearlyhoursoftodaywhen

shecamebackfromthehospitalwithdad.

Shaka-ohthatgreatnews,I'llgopastherbefore

goingtowork.

Sbani-youcan'twehavetomeetupHoustontoday.

Shaka-(confused)NoIdon't...

Sbani-wellsinceNellywon'tbepresentsomeone

hastoaccompanyme.

Shaka-IgetthatBafobutitnotme,I'min

construction,logisticsisnotmydepartment,why

nottakeSiphowithyou,heprobablyknowsmore



aboutitthanme.

Sipho-(lookingatSbani)yeahIdon'tmind.PlusI

don'thavetobeonsitetilllaterontheday.

Sbani-wehavecargo,comingintodayfromChina,

Siphohastobetheretoadministrateit.

Sipho-(remembered)ohSHIT!!!Itotallyforgot.

ThankyouBafo.

Shaka-wellcan'tyoutakesomeelsefromyour

department.

Sbani-NO

MrZuluwalksinthelivingroom,greetseveryone

andkisseshiswife,takinghissit...

MrZulu-I'llbeaccompanyingyoutomeetwith

HoustonSbani.(Hesaythatnotlookingathim)

Sbanilooksathisfather,hehasthatdon'tfuckwith

melook,soheknowsrighttherenottoquestionhis



decision.Herespectshisfathersomuchnomatter

howboldheis,thereisonlyonemanthatwillmake

himshutupandthatmanishisfather.Hetakesthe

teapotandpourshimselfcoffee,thatsignals

everyonethattheycanstartdiggingin.Theyall

receivethemessageloudandclear.

Shaka-thatsettledthan.

MrsZulu-Ntombidear,whenyougoingbacktowork.

Theyknowyoubackright.

Ntombi-I'vedecidedtoresignMa,Iwillbeafulltime

momandhouswife.

SbaniandShakaalongwithSiphochokeontheir

food,evenMrZuluwassuprisedbythis.Ntombi

worksforthegovernment,sheisasocialworker.

Sbaniissuprisedbythisbecause,shehasn't

discussedthiswithhim.

MrZulu-don'tyouthinkmaybeyoucanopenyour



ownpractice,putthatpsychologydegreetouse.

MrsZulu-thatgreathoney(lookingatherhusband)

plusyouverypatientperson,havingyourown

practicewon'tbeverydemandingonyourtime,you

canstillfulfillyoumotherandwifedutiesverywell.

Ntombi-(sighs)Idon'tknow,Ijustdon'tfeellike

workinganymore,atleastnotnow,minanomnyeni

wamiaretryingforasecondbabysofornowIwant

tofocusonexpandingmyfamily.

MrandMrsZulualongwithSiphoandShakalooked

atSbaniandsawhowthisirritatedhim.Thathas

alwaysbeenNtombisflaw,talkingopenlytotheir

parentsabouttheirmaritalaffairsaswellastaking

decisionswithoutinforminghim.Itbecamesilentfor

awhilearoundthetableuntilSiphospoke...

Sipho-whereisSane.

MrsZulu-sheleftwithSizweyesterday...



Itbecamequietagain,thingswerereallybecoming

awkward.Sbanigotup...

Sbani-(wipeshismouthwithanapkin)excuseme,I

needtogototheofficeandprepare.

Ntombi-whattimewillyoubebackhome?.We

supposetomovebacktoourhousetoday.

Sbani-I'mnotsurewhenI'llbeback.Whydon'tyou

moveourstuff,takethisasyourfirsthousewife

duty.(Hewalkedout)

Itbecamesilentagainaroundthetable.

ATUMHLANGANETCAREHOSPITAL

NellywasnowmovedtotheTraumaunit,shewas

awake,sheexperiencedbadheadacheseverynow

andthan.Shesatthereandthoughtabout

everythingthathappened,itstillpainedherbutshe



hadtomoveon,thiscrying,weak,drainedhuman

beingwasnother.ShewasaSiwelawoman,she

wasstrong,herheartwasimmortal,thatmeansher

driveandwillingnesstodogreatandtobeeven

greaterneverdiedown.Sheknewinorderforherto

beabletomoveonsheneededtodoonething,she

neededtoforgive.Shewaslostinherthoughtsthat

shedidn'tnoticeShakastandingatthedoorlooking

ather.Hewalkedinsideandstoodnexttoherbed.

Shesensedapresence,sosheturnedandlooked

upmeetinghiseyesonher.

Shaka-heybeautiful.

Nelly-(suprised)hey,howareyou?

Shaka-(smiled)Ishouldbeaskingyouthatbutsince

youaskedntokaziI'mgoodbecausemywifeisokay

now.Youscaredusall.

Nelly-(smiled)reallydude,eveninmydeathbedyou

hitonme.

Shaka-(smiled)soyavumathatyoumywife...

ahhah!!!...



Theybothlaughed,itwasgreattoseehersmile

again,shehadvampireteeth,theylookedsocute

whenshesmiledorlaughed.Sheisabeautiful

woman.Thelaughterdieddown,Shakalookedather

withpitifuleyes..

Nelly-pleasedon't,I'mokay,Ihatethatpeoplewillbe

lookingatmewiththat"pitiful"andI"sympathize"

withyoulook.

Shaka-I'msorry,Idon'tknowyouthatmuchbutI

justfeellikeyoudon'tdeservethis.IknowI'mthe

lastpersontospeak,ImeanIchangegirlsevery

weekendbutwhatSizwedidisHarvardscheming

shit.

Theylaughedsohardthatherstomachstartedto

hurt...

Shaka-wellntokazi,hubbyhastogotowork,I'll



checkonyoutomorrow.

Nelly-(smiled)thankyouforcoming.

Hesmiledandkissedhercheekwalkingout...

Fewhourslater....

Ma'Siwelawalkedinthereceptionarea,sheasked

wereherdaughter'sroomwas,thenurseshowed

her.Shewalkedthere..

Ma'Siwela-baby(teary)

Nelly-mom....(teary)..momhe...He

Ma'Siwela-(walkedtoherandhuggedher)Iknow

baby,(teary)Iknow.

Shecriedonhermom'sembrace,sheneededher

mom,afterallthecryingshefeltmoreatease...



Ma'Siwela-hebetternotshowhisfaceorelseIwill

kickhisnonexistingballs.

Nelly-(laughs)I'vethoughtabouthowtohandlethis

issue.Ihavetoforgivehimmom....Ijustneedto

prayaboutit,Godwillguidemethroughthiswhole

process.

Ma'Siwela-(lookingatherdaughter)I'mproudofyou

baby.

MrZulu-knock,knock...(peekingin)canwecomein.

MrsZulu-wecamebaringgifts(showinghera

basketfulloffreshfruits)

Ma'Siwela-ngenaningobaniphetheokudliwayo

(smiled)

Theyalllaughed,asNellyintroducedtheZulustoher

mother...

MrZulu-nowIseewhereNellygetsherbeauty



from...nayifactory(pointingatMa'Siwela)

Ma'Siwela-(laughs)yabonanje...

MrsZulu-hheheheshouldIbeworriedbaba??

MrZulu-yesnkosikazi,I'mthinkingofpullinga

SizweonyouwithMa'Siwela.(Laughs)

Ma'Siwela-yestakingonefortheteam,levelingthe

playground(laughs)

MrZulu-hahahakephikhona??Youoldschool

womanareverydangerous.

MrsZulu-yes...isihlamasendodasisibonasisakude.

Ma'Siwela-(laughs)asidlali....

Nelly-(shocked)(shakingherhead)Mom!!!!Who's

parentsareyou!!!

Theyalllaughed,Sizwehadlaughtercomingfrom

Nellysroom,hedebatedtogoinornot,buthewas

alreadyheresohewentinside,everyonestopped

laughingandlookedathim.



Sizwe-sanibonani...

Ma'Siwela-(smiled)comethissideson.

Nellylookedhermomweirdly,Sizwewalkedto

Ma'Siwelaside,shekickedhimbetweenhislegs,

Sizwecriedinpain.

Ma'Siwela-suemeMrlawyer,andbuyyourselfnew

ballswithyoursettlementfeewhenyouwinthecase.

Nellywasshockedwithhermom'sbehaviour.
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ATTHEZULUHOUSEHOLD

Ntombiwaspackingthelastfewbagsintheirroom,

todaytheymovingbacktotheirhouse.Shewas

doinglastfewcheckupstoseeifsheisn'tleaving



anythingbehind.Shelookedatherwatch,shestill

hadtimetopreparearomanticdinnerforherand

herhusband.Nomawillbeleftwiththe

grandparentsjustfortoday.Sheplansonhavingan

intimatetimewithherhusband.Operationletmake

asecondbabyisonfullforce.Whileshelooks

around,herphonerings.....

Ntombi-sawubonama.

Ma'Ngcobo-hellomtanami

Ntombi-niyaphilalaphoekhaya?

Ma'Ngcobo-siyaphila,yourfatherwasadmittedto

hospitallastweekbutitnothingseriesjusthisusual

BP.

Ntombi-(worried)Hawu!!Mawhydidn'tyoutellme?

Babashouldstopeatingalotofsalt.

Ma'Ngcobo-(laughs)trytellinghimthat.Howis

mkhwenyanadoing?

Ntombi-(sighs)heisokayma.Youknowhowheis,

Sbanilikestoworktomuch.Evennowwetryingfor



asecondbaby,buthowwillIfallpregnantifheis

foreverworking?Ievendecidedtoresignatworkso

wecanhaveenoughtime.

Ma'Ngcobo-....(silent)....mtanami,mkhwenyanahas

beenoffworkformorethanayear,isn'tthatwhat

youtoldme.WhenyouwereinChina,hewas

workingathome?

Ntombi-yesma,butwetriedandstillIdidn'tfall

pregnant,Saneispregnantwitha2ndbabynowand

shehasonlybeenmarriedforayear.Ihavebeen

marriedfor4yearsbutIhaveonechildtoshowforit.

Howisthatfairmama?Ifeellikenobody

understandsmysituation.

Ma'Ngcobo-mychildyourhusbandisaselflessman,

helovesyouunconditionally,rememberyouthought

youcouldn'thaveababybecauseoftheone

abortionyoudid.Sbanimarriedyouanyway.You

haveNomathembamtanami,cherishher,stop

comparingotherstoyouself.Ntombiyou'reblessed,

learntoappreciateandtobecontentwithwhatGod

hasgivenyou.Onethingyoushouldknowabout

bedroomaffairs,theyshouldbefun,enjoyful,you



shouldn'tmakethatmanfeellike,beingintimate

withyou,shouldbework,thesethingsarenot

planned,yousetthemood,therestfollowsbutright

nowyoumakinghimfeellikeafteralongdayat

work,hehasanothershifttoattendtoathome.That

iswrongmychild.

Ntombi-...silent...Hehasn'tcomplainedmama,soI

don'tthinkhefeelslikethat.Sbaniisveryvocaland

blunt,ifhehadaproblemhewouldhavetoldme.

Ma'Ngcobo-(sighs)Ntombihedoesn'tneedtotell

you,hisactionswillspeakforhim.Didyoudiscuss

leavingyourjobwithhim?

Ntombi-no.Wewillbefinanciallystable.I'llgetmy

packageatwork.Wewon'tsuffermama.

Ma'Ngcobo-Ntombi!!!!Youcan'ttakedecisionsthis

bigalone.InamarriagethereisnoIbutthereisawe.

Itnotaboutbeingfinanciallystablebaby,butitabout

howyouasawomancanstandonyourown.Times

havechangedmybaby,Sbaniisaveryambitious

man,hemarriedyoubecauseyouwereadriven

woman,regardlessofwhatyouwentthrough,you



pushedyourself.Youpaidyourownuniversityfees,

whenIfailedtopaythemforyou.Whathappenedto

thatwoman?Don'tchangeyourself,tomorrowyou

willscreamyouunhappyanditwillallbeyourfault.

Thereismoretoawomanthanmakingbabies.

Ntombilistenedtohermotherspeak,butshefelther

motherwilltakeSbanisidebecausetheyadorehim

anyway,shewantedtoendthiscall...

Ntombi-(takesadeepbreath)mama,Ihavetogo

now.TelldadIwillvisithimsoon.

Ma'Ngcobo-(sighs,sheknewherdaughterwas

dismissingher)....okaybaby,sayhitomkhwenyana

andkissNomaforme.

Theybothhangedup.Ntombiwentbacktogather

theirfinalitems....

Fewhourslater....



17:45pm

ATSBANI&NTOMBIHOUSE

Ntombilookedaroundthelivingroom,satisfiedwith

theworkshesdone.Allsheneededtodoistakea

bathandwearhersexylingerie,Sbaniwillbehome

by18:30pm,shehadenoughtimetofixhermakeup

andhair.Shespilledrosepedalsalloverthefloor,

themoodwasset...

Herphonestartedringing...ItwasZandile...

Zah-heymfazi,

Ntombi-(smiles)heysisi,unjan?

Zah-ngyiyaphila,I'mcallingbecauseIwantedtoask

ifyouguyswantedtocomeandhavedinnerwithus?.



Ntombi-nottonightlove,operationbabynumber2is

ontoday.

Zah-(laughs)hahaha,youguysmovedbacktoyour

housetoday?Makesuretodomissionaryalot,I

hearditbestifyoulookingtofallpregnant.

Ntombi-(laughs)usilewena.ByeIhavelimitedtime.

Zah-(laughs)bye

Shequicklymadehertothebathroom....

ATUMHLANGANETCAREHOSPITAL

Sbanihasbeensittingintheparkinglotwaitingfor

NhlanhlaandLungieytoleavethehospitalbeforehe

madehiswayin.After12minutesofwaiting,they

cameout.NhlanhlaheldLungieysarmitlookedlike

theywerearguingaboutsomething.Minuteslater

theybothgotintotheircarsanddroveout.He

checkedhistime,itwas18:15pm.Henoticedhehad

2textmessagesfromNtombiaskingwherehewas?



Andanotheroneaskingwhenwillhebearrivingat

home.Hebluetickedheranddivertedallhiscallsto

voicemail.Hetookthebouquetof50whiteroseshe

broughtwithhimandexitedhiscarmakinghisway

insidethehospital.

Hewaswearingablackslimfittux,togetherwitha

whitecrispshirtwithnotie.Heleftthebottomtwo

buttonsundone,givingasmallpeekofhishard

chest.Hepaireditwithblacksocksandshoes.

Sbaniisdarkincomplexion(nottodark,soft

dark),cleanbrushcut,hehasbroadshoulders,

lookingathistorso,itevidentthathenevermissesa

dayatthegymandyoucanseehestickstohisdiet.

Hewasnotthatbuff,buthewastherightkindoff

buff.At31yearsofage,hetookcareofhimselfwell.

Hisfacewascleanandsmooth,withastrongjaw

andperfectteeth,smallscarnexttohislefteyebrow,

hegotitwhenheplayedrugbybackinhighschool.It

safetosayhewasAdonishimself.



Hewalkedoutoftheelevator,walkingstraighttothe

receptionarea,fewladiesswallowedwhenthey

lookedathim.Hehadthatabouthim,hisaura

forcedyoutolookathimevenwhenyoudidn'twant

to.

Sbani-eveningI'mlookingforMissSiwelaroom

number.

Lady-...uhmmareyoufamily?Weonlyallowfamily

after6sir.

Sbani-I'mthehusband(straightface)

Lady-...uhmmbutMissSiwelais...

Shedidn'tfinishhersentence,Sbanijustsmiledat

her,sheswallowedandlookedbackatthesignin

sheetandhandedittohim.Hesignedinandhanded

herthebookletback.

Lady-roomB12sir



Sbani-(smiledandwinkedather)thankyou.

SbaniwalkedtoNellysroomcarryingthehuge

bouquetofwhiteroseswithhim...

Lady-(tookadeepbreath)(holdingherchest)Ohmy

God!!!

Nellywaslayingonherbed,thinkingaboutthe

eventsoftoday,hermomisreallycrazy,shethought

toherself.Shesmiledabitrealisinghowmucha

partofherenjoyedseeingSizweinpainalittle.She

alsothinkingaboutShakascarefreepersonality,he

isdefinitelysomeone,shewantstokeeparound.

Sbanistoodbythedoorlookingather.Hesawher

smile,helikedhersmallteethandthosevampire

teethonhermadeherlookcute.Hewonderedwhat

sheisthinkingaboutthatmakinghersmile,but

whateveritishereallydidn'tcarerightnow,seeing

hersmilewasworthhimlookingoverhisjealous

state.Shecaughtherselfinhalingastrongmuscular



smell,thesmellwasfamillair,shefeltthatstrong

intensefeelingofsomeonelookingather,she

rememberedfeelingthiswaythedayofthestaff

meetingbutshenevercaughttheculpritthatwas

lookingather.Sheclosedhereyesbutthefeeling

grewstrongerandmoreintense,itburnedher,she

feltcompelledtoturnaround,andshedid,meeting

theculpritstaringdirectlyather.

Itwashim,theculpritwasSbanisezweZulu...
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Theylookedateachother,noonewillingtobreak

thestare.Sbaniwasimpressedwithhowshewasn't

yourtypicalwoman,helovedhowshechallenged

herselfdaringhim.Shelookedathim,wondering

whatwashedoinghere,thefirsttimetheymethe

wasveryarrogant,sheconcludedtheywerenot



goingtogetalong.Seeinghimhere,wasvery

confusingforher.Whatisheupto?Shethoughtto

herself.Helookedatherandsawhowshewas

battlingwithherthoughts,hesmiledalittle,walking

closertoher,shelookedatthebouquetofflowersin

hishand,theshockonherface,shetriedtohideit

butitwastolate.

Sbani-(lookingdirectlyintohereye)Sawubona..

Nelly-(staredbackathim)Yebo.Unjan?

Sbani-(smiled)ngyaphila,unjaniwena?

Nelly-Icouldbebetter.

Sbani-hawu!!IthoughtweweredoingthisinZulu..

(raisedhiseyebrows)

Nelly-(laughedalittle)Ididn'tgetthememo.

(Lookingattheflowers)youboughtmeflowers?

Sbani-Yes.Thoughttheywouldcheeryouup.

Heputtheflowersbesideher.Hetookasitnextto



herandlookedather.Shewaslookingbetter,sheno

longerlookedpale.Shelookedathim,shedidn't

picturehimasthethoughtfultype.

Nelly-(smiledlookingatthehugebouquetofflowers)

thankyou.Ilovethem.

Sbani-Ithoughtyoumight.Theywillgivethisroom

life.

Nelly-(lookingathim)yeah,itwillbeabeautiful

sighttowakeupto.(Laughs)youboughtthewhole

store.

Sbani-(smiles)youworthit...(silent)...(Lookingat

her)...

Theylookedateachother,theroomsuddenly

becamesosmall.Itwasgreatseeinghimsmile,he

lookedreallygoodandattractivewhenhesmiled,his

leftbrowcurvedupmakinghissmallscarvisible.

Nelly-(breakingthestare)sohowwasyourmeeting



withHouston?

Sbani-itwasn'tthatbad.Hesignedthecontract,

wegoodtogo.

Nelly-(sighs)I'mglad,hecanbeverydifficult.Sowe

gotcapetownonthebag?

Sbani-definitely...Idon'twanttotalkaboutwork

though....

Nelly-whatdoyouwanttotalkabout?

Sbani-...(silent)...IwanttoknowNelisiweSiwela.

Nelly-(smiled)really?Thoughtyoualreadygathered

allintelonme.

Sbani-(Laughs)IhavebutIwanttohearitfromyou.

Nellystartedtellinghimaboutherself,hewouldask

questionshereandthere,shewouldanswerhim

freely,hewasamazedhoweasyitwastalkingtoher.

Hefoundtheysharedsomefewlikes,forinstance

theybothlikethecolorblue,SUVcars,moviesand

extremesports.Shefoundherselfenjoyingtalking

aboutherself,butwhatshelovedmorewashowhe



listenedandaskmorequestionsshowingcuriosity

inknowingmoreabouther.Sheenjoyedhis

companysomuch,hewasthefirstpersonwho

didn'tgiveherthelookofpityoreventalkabout

Sizwesordealtoher.Sheappreciatedhowhe

divertedherattention,thisconversationwashelping

herandhewasn'tevenawareoftheimpactofthis

conversationwasdoingtoher.Theytalkedforhours.

Shebecamecomfortablehavinghimaround.

Sbani-(smiled)yousuredotalkalot.

Nelly-(laughed)really?Youusingthatagainstme.

Sbani-(laughed)youcanbeallbeastbutonething

willalwaysremain.Allwomenlovetotalkabout

themselves.AndtonightI'veproventhattheorywith

youtoo.

Nelly-(laughed)(touchedherchest)I'msohurt....

hereIwasthinkingI'mspecialkantingigudane

fallingrightintoyourtrap.

Sbani-(smiled)(lookingather)you'respecial,very

special....



Shelookedathim,helookedather.Itwassilent

awhile,hecan'tbelieveheisheretalkingtoher.He

doesn'twanttoleavebutheknowshehasto.He

lookedathiswatch,thetimewas21:45pm.

Nelly-youhavetogo?

Sbani-(lookingather)unfortunatelyyes...whenyou

getoutofhere,I'mtakingyououtforlunch.

Nelly-(smiles)andyouwilltellmeaboutyourself?

Sbani-(smiled)Yes.Thattheplan.Ineedtovent

aboutmyselftoo.

Theybothlaughed,hetouchedherhand,brushing

histhumbonherpalms....

Sbani-(lookingather)goodnightthabekhulu.

Nelly-(lookingathim)goodnight....pleasetakea

fruitfromthebasket,youprobablymissedsupper.



Sbani-(smiled)thoughtfulwoman.

Hetookabananaandwalkedoutoftheroom,he

gotinsidetheelevator...

Sbani-(smiled)missionone-gethertobe

comfortablearoundme.Completed....

ATSBANI&NTOMBIHOUSE

Heparkedhiscarinsidethegarage,hesattherefor

afewminutes.Hehopedhiswifewasalready

asleep.Hewasn'tinthemoodtofightwithherright

now.Heisstillverymuchannoyedwithher.Hegot

outofthecarandmadehiswayinsidethehouse.

Hewasabouttopassthelivingroom,buttherose

pedalsonthefloorcaughthisattention,heturned

thatsideandfoundhiswifesleepingonthecouch.

Hepickedherupandcarriedherupstairstotheir

bedroom.Afterlayingherdownthebed,hewent



backtothelivingroomandclearedeverythingup.

Hethanwenttotakeaquickshower,hegotdressed

withhisboxersandjoinedhiswifeinbed.Hekissed

hercheckandsleeptookover.

Nextday

7:00am

Sbanilooksattheoutstandingworkhehasdone

makingbreakfast.Itnothingfancyjustscramble

eggs,porkbangers,beaconandtoast.Ntombi

comesdownsstairsandlooksatSbani,she

instantlygetsangry.

Ntombi-ifthisisyourwayofapologisingforcoming

lateyesterday,apologynotexcepted.

Sbani-(staringather)I'mnotapologising...

Ntombi-(foldedherarms)thanwhatisthis?Feeling



guiltyaboutwhereyouwere?

Sbani-(curvedhiseyebrow)ifyouwanttoknow

whereIwasjustask.

Ntombilookedhim,shehatedhowshecouldnever

tellwhathewasthinking...

Sbani-sit,wegoingtohavebreakfastandtalk,we

notgoingtoscreamorshoutbutallwewilldoistalk.

Nowsit....
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Ntombisatdownandfacedherhusband.Shewas

fuminginside,whywashesocalm,whenhewasthe

oneinthewrong.Nowheisherecommandingher

likeachild,heisnotevenapologeticabouthis

actionsforlastnight....



Sbani-(lookedather)Isawlastnightyouplanneda

suprisedinnerforme.I'msorryyoureffortswentto

waste.

Ntombi-(liftedhereyebrow)Ithoughtthiswasn'tan

apologystunt.

Sbani-itisn'tvele.WetalkinglikeIsaid,I'm

admittingmywrongdoingandapologisingforit.

Ntombi-(annoyed)Ithoughtyouwerenotapologetic

aboutit.

Sbani-(staringatherblankly)areyougoingtoletme

finishoryougoingtosithereandgiveattitude?we

don'thavetodothis??I'mtryingtohavea

conversationwithyoubutifyouwanttotryact

smart,likeyounotatfaultthanwecanendthis

conversationnowandIcangotowork,nowwhatis

itgoingtobe?

Ntombi-youcancarryon.(stillwiththeattitude)

Sbani-(Gettingannoyed)youknowwhat,fuckthe

apology,Iseeyouwanttodothisthehardway.The



pregnancysituationI'vegivenitsomethought,since

wehavebothgonetotestandfoundnothingwrong,

Ithinkittimewelookatotheroptions.

Ntombi-likewhat?SbaniIdon'twantanother

womancarryingmybaby.

Sbani-ourbabynotyourbaby.Weinthistogether.

Thedayyourealisedyounotmarriedtoyourselfis

thedaywewillhavepeace.Iwasthinkingwelook

intoIVF.

Ntombi-(silent)....Whycan'twejustdoitthenatural

way.Ifyouwouldjustgiveustime,meetmehalf

wayhere.

Sbani-I'mcompromisinghere,whattimeyoutaking

about???Wehavebeentryingthewholeyearand

nothing.WhenwasthelasttimeImadelovetoyou

withoutyoufussingabouthavingababy,I'vehadto

dealwithyouturningoursexlifeintosomethingthat

istimed,youhavebeenselfmedicatingyourself,

Ntombiyoubecomingobsessedwiththisanditvery

scary.Maybethatwhyyounotconceivingbecause

ofallthepillsyoushovingdownyourthroat.



Ntombi-(annoyed)areyousayingthisismyfault?

Wheredidyougotolastnight?Wecouldhavehad

dinnerandenjoyedourselvesbutyouwereoutthere

doingGodknowswhat.

Sbani-ifyoulistenedmoreandtalklessyouwould

havegatheredthatI'mactuallyworriedaboutyou.

AsforlastnightIwentandvisitedNellyatthe

hospital.WetalkedandIlosttrackoftime.

Ntombikeepquietandthoughtaboutwhathehad

justsaid...

Ntombi-(swallowed)I....Ididn'tknowyouwere

close.

Sbani-wenot,Ijustgottoknowhermoreyesterday.

Sosebenzisanaweneedtobecomfortablewitheach

other,possiblybuildafriendshipalongtheway.

Ntombi-whyher?Awukazeubenendabawith

gettingtoknowpeopleyouworkwithbefore.

(Lookingdirectlyathim)



Sbani-(staredbackatherblankly)myfatherisfond

ofher,mostpeoplespeakhighlyofher.Dadisa

greatjudgeofcharacter,I'mgenuinelyinterestedin

gettingtoknowher.

Ntombi-oh...(silent)...maybeyoushouldinviteher

fordinner,I'dlovetogettoknowheraswell.

Sbani-okay,I'llletherknow.Nowwillyouconsider

IVF?Youdon'thavetoresignatwork,youworkedso

hardgettingthatdegree,whywouldyouwanttobea

keptwoman?Itdoesn'tmakesensetomebabe?

Ntombi-Iwanttoraiseourdaughterasafulltime

mom,Iwanttotakecareofourhouseandourfamily.

Youearnmorethanenoughlove,youcanprovidefor

us.Ialreadysentmyresignationletter.

Sbani-(frustrated)Itsuprisesmehow,youdisregard

meinanythingthathastodowithyou.Kantiwhyam

Iyourhusband??

Ntombi-(shrugs)Ijustdon'tseewhyyoufussing

aboutthis.Mostmenwillbehappyhavingastayat

homewife.

Sbani-(Laughssarcastically)wow!!Justwow.



Sbanileftthetable,takinghiscarkeysandphone

headedtothegarage.Ntombitookherphoneand

calledZandile,ringing....

Zah-morningmfazi

Ntombi-morning,unjani?

Zah-ngyaphila,unjaniwena?Howdidthedinnergo?

Ntombi-(sighs)epicfailakafikanga.

Zah-hawu!!Andwherewashe?

Ntombi-(annoyed)apparentlyhevisitedNellyatthe

hospitalandhelosttrackoftime.Nxi!!!Yanginyela

lo.

Zah-....(silent)...NellyasinNellySiwela?

Ntombi-yeahher,whichiswhyIneedtoknowher

roomnumber?Iwanttogoseeher.

Zah-Ididn'tknowtheywereclose...herroom

numberisB12.



Ntombi-thankyoumfazi.Bye

Theybothhangedup,sheclearedthetableand

wenttogetreadytoleave....

ATLUNGIEYSAPARTMENT

Shewasgettingreadytogotowork,whenherphone

vibratedringing,itwasNhlanhla,shesighedand

pickedup.

Lungiey-hello

Nhlanhla-hey,howareyou?

Lungiey-I'mokay...howareyou?

Nhlanhla-I'mokaytoo,listenI'msorryaboutthatday

atthehospital.Youjustcaughtmeoffguard.

Lungiey-(sighed)itfineNhlah,Ihavealotofthings

stressingmeoutrightnow.Usarguingistheleastof



myproblems.

Nhlanhla-Luhyouknowyoushouldn'tbestressingit

notgoodforyourightnow.

Lungiey-(teary)I'mabouttolosemybestfriend

becauseofallthesesecrets.Ihatemyliferightnow.

(Crying)thanthereisMthoko,ohgod!!!

Nhlanhla-I'mcomingthere....

Lungieydroppedthecall,shewipedhertearsbutit

waspointlessbecauseshecriedevenmore.She

brushedherstomachandsaidalittleprayer....
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Nhlanhlaknockedonthedoor,hecameasfastas

hecould.Herstressingwasthelastthingheneeded.

Sheopenedandlethimin.



Lungiey-(sniffs)youdidn'tneedtocome.

Nhlanhla-(lookingather)wellIwantedto.

Theybothwalkedtothelivingroom,theysat

oppositeeachother.Helookedather,hewondered

howshewilllookwhenshestartsshowing,heheard

thatwomanlookmorebeautifulwhentheypregnant.

Thiswasgoingtobehisfirstchild.Thoughthischild

wasconceivedthroughhisinfedilityways,heisstill

verymuchexistedabouthim/her.Hetakesherhand

intohis....

Nhlanhla-pleasedon'tstress,wehavejuniortothink

aboutnow.

Lungiey-(sniffs/laughs)wedon'tknowyetitcouldbe

aminimeinthere.(Lookingathim)Ifeelexcitedby

thesenewsbutIcan'tevenshareitwithmybest

friendbecauseofallthesesecretsamkeeping.

(Sighs)nowI'vewreckedyourmarriage.

Nhlanhla-(shakinghishead)youdidn'twreckany



home.MeandSimiareseparatedwejusthaven't

toldourparents.Iknowthoughthispregnancynews

won'tsitwellwithher,especiallybecauseityou.

Lungiey-exactlywhatImeanNhlah.Howdoyou

thinkMthokowilltakethenews?

Nhlanhla-(sighs)hewon'tdoanything,Iknowmy

brother.I'mmoreconcernedabouthowourparents

aregoingtotakethenews.(Smiles)Idon'tregret

anythingthoughLuh.I'mgoingtobeadad.

Lungiey-(smiles)throughourtoxicrelationship,that

ifyoucanevencallitarelationship,ourbabywillthe

bestthingthatcameofit.

Nhlanhla-(frowned)wewouldbeinarelationshipif

youwerenotstillhunguponmybrother.YouknowI

havealwayslikedyou.Angaziwhyuzikhohlisa

thinkingyoueverlovedmybrother,yesmaybeat

somestageyoudid,butI'vealwaysbeentheone

andyouknowit.YoutrieditwithMthoko,itwascute

andallbutitfailedbecauseyourheartwaswithme.

Youwouldn'thavecheatedonhimwithmeifyou

lovedhimlikeyouclaimyoudo.Iyangicikalento



yakho,youneverownuptoyourshit.Iriskedmy

marriageforyou,I'mnotproudofitbutatleastI

washonestwithmyselfandSimiaboutwhatIwant.

Ican'tevenjudgeSizwethatmuchbecausenamiI

havemyownshit,butthedifferencebetweenme

andhimisIdidn'tstringanywomenalong.I'mdone

withthiscatmousegame,weabouttohaveababy,

makeupyourmindLuh,I'mtooldforwaitingonthe

sidelines.

Hegotupandkissedherontheforeheadand

walkedoutshuttingthedoorbehindhim....

ATZULU&SONSCO......

Mbaliwasbusysortingoutdocumentsonher

receptiondeskwhenatallcaramelfigurestoodin

frontofher....

Mbali-(withoutlookingupattheperson)canIhelp



you?

Man-(deepvoice)Yes.I'mlookingforSbani.

Mbali-(lookedupathim)uhmmdoyouperhaps

haveanappointmentwithhim?

Man-No...ButjusttellhimBlessNdaworaishereto

seehim.

Mbalilookedathim,shewonderedifwasheforegin

orwhat.Helookedreallygood,ifonlyhewasdark

andNigerianI'ddefinitelybanghim,shethoughtto

herself.ShedialsSbaniontheofficeline....

Sbani-Yes

Mbali-uhmmsorrytodisturbyousir,IhaveaMr

Ndaworaheretoseeyou,shouldIsendhimtoyou?

Sbani-(excited)yesofcourse.Accompanyhimtomy

officeplease,andholdallcallsfromnowtillMr

NdaworaandIfinishourbusiness.

Mbali-okaysir.(Hangedup)pleasefollowmesir.



MbaliaccompaniedMrNdaworatoSbanisoffice.

Theywentinsidehisoffice,Sbanistoodupfromhis

chairexcitedlywalkingtowardsthem.

Sbani-(brohuggedhim)Ican'tbelieveyouhereman.

Whydidn'tyoutellmeyoucoming?

Bless-(smiled)andruinthesuprisenoway.

Mbali-shouldIbringMrNdaworaanyrefreshment?

Sbani-(smiling)browhatyouwant,coffee,tea,

whiskey?

Bless-(laughing)I'mokay.Ijusthadlunchatthe

hotel.ThankyouMiss.

Sbani-(lookingatMbali)youcanleaveusnowMbali.

Mbalileftthetwogentlemanandwalkedbacktoher

desk,thisBlessmustbeaspecialfriendofSbani,

theywayhewasexcitedandcouldn'tstopsmiling,it

wasthefirsttimeseeinghimsmilethatmuch.The



twogentlemansatdownontheofficecouches...

Bless-howiseverythinggoingthisside?

Sbani-Ijustgotbackaweekago.I'mstillsettling

man.Itgoodtobehomethough.HowisBotswana?

Yousocookedupthereyoudon'tevenmissus.

Bless-(laughing)heyyouwereinChina.Plus

Botswanaishomeman.

Sbani-whatbringsyouhereIknowitnotthatyou

missmeonly.Isityourshadydealings?

Bless-(laughed)whatshadydealings???(Theyboth

laughed)I'llbehereforawhileman.I'monasearch

tofindmyfather,mycontactssayheisherein

SouthAfrica,momtoldmeIhaveasistertoowho

wasalsoabastardchildlikeme.Idon'tknowherfull

namesbutmyfather'slastnameisGasa.

Sbani-(sighs)youfinallydecidedtosearchforthe

guy.IwillhelpwhereIcanbro.

Bless-thanksman.HowisNtombiandyourrascal

princessNoma?



Sbani-(laughs)hhayi!Wenaleavemychildalone...

eymanNtombiisstressingmetoomuch.Shehas

changedalot,thisbabythingismessingwithher

head.AndalltheotherissuesI'vetoldyouabout

before.

Bless-(lookingathim)shestilltalksaboutyou

affairstopeople?

Sbani-(sighs)yeah.Itworsenow.Shespeaksin

frontofourparentsandmybrotherswife.Ihatethat

shit.Nowsheresignedatworktobecomea

housewifeandmakebabies.

Bless-(laughs)WHAT?!!!arewetalkingaboutthe

sameNtombifuthiNgcobothatwewenttovarsity

with?WhathappenedtooverambitiousNtombi?

Sbani-IwishIcouldansweryou.Nowshewantsto

beakeptwoman.Thatturnsmethefuckoff.Ilove

drivenwoman.IloveherbutIdon'tknowanymore.

Blesslookedathisbestfriendhehasneverseen

himsodefeated.HeknowshowmuchSbaniloves

hiswifebutnowthatsparkwhenhetalksabout



Ntombiisgone.Heknowshestilllovesherbuthe

isn'tsosureforhowlongnow.

Bless-(sighs)I'mdissapointed,sheisoneofthe

goodones.Talktoherman,don'tcheat.

Sbani-Iknowhey.Icannottakeawaythefactthat

sheisagoodwoman.(Laughs)youknowI'dnever

dothat.

Bless-but??Ifeellikethereisabut...

Sbani-(smiles)thereisthisladyIrecentlybecame

acustomtoo.Sheisverybeautiful,Ican'teven

explainherbeauty.SheworkshereasourStrategist.

Sheisabeast,driven,ambitious.Sheisalsovery

humble.Sheinterestsmealot,Ilovethefactthat

sheisflexiblewithinhersurrounding,sheisnota

yeswoman,sheisawhywoman.

Bless-(laughing)wow....Ihaveneverseenintrigued

byawomanlikethis,besidesNtombiofcourse.So

youthinkingofmakingheryourmistress?

Sbani-(shakinghishead)No...Sheisnotthattype



ofwoman.Sheisthewomanyouwife,sheisthe

womanyouwakeupeverydaybeinggreatfultohave

byyourside.

Bless-(confused)yeahbutyoualreadymarriedso

youcan'thaveherunlessshebecomesyour

mistress.

BlesslookedatSbani,helookedatBlessback,they

werehavingasilentconversation.Sbaniseyes

confirmedBlesssuspicions.

Bless-(shocked)Nowayman....

Sbani-Yesway....

Bless-willsheagreetoit....

Sbani-ifIplaymycardsrightshewill.I'mhopeful.

Bless-(smiles)wow...

Thetwobestfriendscontinuetodiscuss,Sbanis

plan.Blesswasstillshockedbyhisbestfriendplan



buthebelievedifanyonecoulddoit,ithadtobe

Sbani....

ATUMHLANGANETCAREHOSPITAL

Nellywasinthebathroom,whenNtombimadeher

wayinsideherroom,thefirstthingthatcaughther

attentionwasthetwohugebouquetofwhiteand

pinkroses.(Yestherewerenow2bouquetof

flowers)herbedwasempty,shefirstthoughtmaybe

shewasinthewrongroom,butabovethebedwasa

walltagwritten"Siwela",shewentnexttothe

flowerstocheckifwerethereanycardsbutthere

werenone.Shewasdisturbedbyfootstepscoming

frombehindher,sheturnedandthereshewas,the

womanthatmadeherhusbandlosetrackoftime.

Sheswallowedwhenshesawher,shewaswearing

pinkslinkpyjamas,theycomplimentedhersoftlight

skin,herhairwasundone,itlooklikeshejustwoke

up.Zandilewasright,sheisbeautiful,shedidn't

haveagoodlookatherwhenshewasattheZulu



household,butnowheresheisfacetofacewithher,

suddenlyshefeltknotsinherstomach....

Nelly-(smile)canIhelpyou?Ulahlekile?

Ntombi-ohnohoneyamnotlost,definitelythe

personIwanttosee.MrsZulu,Sbaniswife.

Shesticksherhandoutforashake...
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ATUMHLANGANETCAREHOSPITAL

Nellylooksatthewomaninfrontofher,wondering

towhysheishere,yesshewillbeworkingwithher

husbandcloselybutshehasnorelationstoher.

Nellyhasneverbeenonetoassociateherselfwith

women,shefoundatanearlyagewhenshewasstill

inhighschoolthatgirlsdidn'tvibewithher.They

eitherwantedsomethingfromherortheywereon



someagenda.Boysinherclasswillnormallytellher

itbecausetheywerejealousofherbeautyand

physique.Atfirstshethoughtthatwasridiculousbut

shelatersawthetruthinit.Herfriendfromkinder

gardenuptillhighschool,turnedherbackonher

whenaguyherfriendwascrushingonaskedNelly

out.Thefriendbecamejealousandblamedherfor

seducingtheguy.Shewentontellingthewhole

schoolhowNellyonlybefriendedher,justsoshe

canlookbettermore,shespreadrumoursofhow

Nellybelittledherthroughouttheirfriendship.Nellys

highschoolyearsfromgrade11uptomatricyear

weretheworstshewasfriendless,sheonlyhanged

outwithguys.Someofthoseguysonlyhangedout

withherjusttogetinherpants,whensherefused

theywoulddropherrightthereandthenextdaythey

willberumoursofhermakingoutwiththeguy.

Whenshestartedvarsityshewasamazedhow

peopleactuallydidn'tcareabouthowonelooks,they

justmindedtheirbusiness.Everyoneismaturedin

varsity,shelikedthatverymuch,shedidn'tplanon

havingafriendbutthanLungieycamealongandit

wasastartofabeautifulfriendship.Whatisshe



supposetosaytothiswoman?Shehatessmall

talks,shelookedather,sheiscaramelin

complexion,slenderphysique,shehasnohipbone,

sheisjuststraight,hasaweaveon(20inch)she

looksbeautiful,sheiswearingblacktightskinny

jeans,theynotdoingjusticetohersmallassbut

theyfitherperfectly,withawhiteblousematched

withwhitepumpheel....

Nelly-(smiles)Oh,uhmmyoucantakeasit.

Ntombiwalkstothecouchnearthewindowand

takesasitlookingaround,hereyeskeepinggetting

distractedbythe2hugebouquetofflowers,Nelly

goesbackinsideherhospitalbedandlooksat

Ntombi,itgetssilentforawhile....

Ntombi-sohowareyouaftereverythingthat

happenedtoyou.

Nelly-suprisinglyI'mmuchbetter.



Ntombi-Ican'timaginewhatIwilldoifSbaniwereto

dothattome,youdon'thavetoactstrongyou're

womanitokaytobevulnerable,Istillcan'timagine

howSanecan.....

Nelly-(stoppingher)I'mnotactingstrong,I'mstrong,

partofbeingastrongwomanisknowingwhenand

wheretoinvestyourtimeandemotionson.Ifyou

don'tmindIdon'twanttotalkaboutwhathappened

andIdon'tliketalkingaboutpeople'snameswhen

theynotaround.

Ntombi-(swallowed)ohno,bengashokanjaloIwas

justsaying...(sigh)okayI'msorryformakingyou

uncomfortable.

Nelly-I'mverymuchcomfortable,I'mjustoverthis

wholething,ifmebeingbluntcameasifyou've

offendedme,thanIapologize.

Ntombi-itokay.....(silent)....

Nelly-sowhyyouhere?...uhmdon'ttakethisthe

wrongwaybutI'mcurious,wenotfriendssoyou're

notobligatedtocheckuponme.

Ntombi-uhm...Iwasaround,ZandileworksheresoI



thoughtIcouldcomeandcheckhowyoudoingafter

whathappened,itnothingreally.

Nelly-okaythatthoughtfulofyou....thankyou.

Ntombi-Yeah....(silent)...myhusbandtellsmehe

washereyesterday..

Nelly-yeahhecame....

NtombilookedatNelly,sherespondedsocalmly

thatthetoneofhervoiceoreyesgavenothingaway,

justlikeSbanihadresponded.Shedidn'tknowwhat

shewashopingtofindbutitwassomething,but

nowthatNellyisgivingnothingawaysheishere

lookinglikethebiggestfoolonearth.Itbecame

quietagain,shehasnoticedthatsheain'treallya

talker,itwasabouttogetawkwardnowbutthe

doctorenteredtheroom....

DrGasa-(lookingatNtombi)Sawubona,(turnedto

Nelly)howismypatientdoing?

Nelly-(smiles)I'mmuchbetter,Ihardlygetany



headachesnow.

DrGasa-(smiles)howcanyounotfeelbetter,with

allthefreshnessinthisroom(pointingatthe

flowers),I'mjealous

Nelly-(laughing)I'llsendyouyourownbunchifyou

promisetodischargemetoday.

DrGasa-(laughed)washokhonake,Ihaveyour

papersherewithme,kusasayouwillbesleepingin

yourownbed.

Thetwoladieslaughed,Ntombiwasjustsitting

silence,thiswasreallyabadidea,shethoughtto

herself...

ATSIZWESAPARTMENT

Sanewaswiththeweddingplannerandhertwo

friendsHannahandThabile,theywerefinalising

everythingthatwasnotyetcompleted.Despitethe

weeksdrama,theweddingwasstillgoingto



happen...

Hannah-soyou'llbemovingbacktoDurbanafterthe

wedding?

Sane-yes,IwillmissPretoriaandmostlyIwillmiss

youguys.

Thabile-(sighs)whataboutwork?Haveyouthought

aboutwhatyougoingtodo?

Sane-YesmeandSizwetalkedaboutit,I'llgivebirth

thanafter7monthsIwillgowork,myfatherhad

spotformeathiscompanybutnowI'maKhumaloI

needtobuildtheKhumaloempire,soIwillbe

managingSizwesFranchisebusinessesalongwith

him.

Hannah-(laughed)Ithoughtyouwillstayathome.

Thabile-(laughs)yaaasss,trophywifekindofthings.

Sane-(laughs)youguysarecrazy....Ineedtomake

myownmoney.

Hannah-isSizwessistercomingtothewedding?



Sane-Idon'tknow,(sighs)Idon'tthinksothough,

shewillfeelloyaltoherbestfriend.Whichis

understandable,Iwoulddothesame.

Thabile-eybuttheladyishothey,Isawher

Instagrampage.

Sane-(Laughs)Iknowhey.Istillcan'tbelieveSizwe

leftthatforme.SheislikeMercedesandI'mVW..

Hannah-(smiles)provesthatbeautyisnotallthat.

Whatimportantistheheart.

Theladiescontinuetochatwhileenjoyingtheirwine,

Sanewashavinggrapetiser....

ATBEVERLEYHOTEL

AfterlonghotsteamysessionShakafallstotheside

ofthebedandlooksuptheceiling,Zenandelooksat

him,heseemsdistractedtoday.Theynevertalk

aboutpersonalissuesalthoughheknowsofher

situationbutthatjustaboutit.Zenandeisdoingher



lastyearinvarsity,Shakaispayingforherfees,

alongwithallhernecessities,healsogivesher

moneytosendbackhome.Sheisnotaprostitute,

Shakaistheonlyguythatshesleepswith,thatwas

theiragreement....

Zenande-areyouokay?

Shaka-yeah....

Zenande-...(silent)...youcantalkifyouwanttoo

(lookingathim)

Shaka-...wewouldbebreakingtherulesZee,(sighs)

(holdingherhand)I'llbeokay.

Zenande-(smiles)okay.Ihavetogo.

Shaka-Spendthenightplease...

Shelooksathimshocked,thishasneverhappened

before

Zenande-(lookingathim)Shaka...



Shaka-..pleaseZee

Shesighedandlaiddownnexttohim,itwassilent

forawhile,withonlytheirbreathingheard.Shaka

looksather,Zeeislight,bigeyesandpoutedpeach

lips,sheisanaturalbeauty,herafrosuitsherperfect,

shelookslikeNellyorisittheotherwayaround?

Theyhavethesamefeatures,shortteeth,poutylips,

lightincomplexion,Zeeissoinnocentthatwhat

drawshimtoher.Shakaputhisarmsaroundher

movingherclosertohim.Hekissedherforehead,

andwhisperedgoodnighttoher...

ATMA'SIWELAHOUSE

Thefamilywashavingdinner,theywerelaughing

andbondingasafamily.

Ma'Siwela-Nhlanhlawhyyoualwayseatinghere?

UphekakabiyiniSimi?.



Mthoko-(smiles)umbuzolowo...phendulaBafo.

Nhlanhla-(givinghimdeathstare)IeathereandIeat

athometoo.

Mthoko-uhmmkumnandikubewena!!!(Mocking

him)

Ma'Siwela-Iheardadreamaboutfruits,khona

omithisilephakathikwenu.

Nhlanhlachokedonhisfood.....

Nhlanhla-(lookingathismom)maybeitNelly

Ma'Siwela-emithiswaubani??Nx!Don'tsaySizwe

ngobanjeloyounegquza

MthokoandNhlanhlachokeontheirfood,theirmom

bluntnessshocksthemeverytime,theycannever

getusedtoherspeakingthisway.



2weekslater....
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ATUKZNWESTVILLECAMPUS

Zenandewascomingoutofhermanagement

lecturer,itwasthelastlecturerfortheday.Sheand

acoupleofherclassmateswereplanningongoing

tohavelunchatpavilionmall.Theywerestill

discussingwhenherphonerang,shemovedaway

fromthem,itwasShaka....

Zee-Hello

Shaka-heywhat'sup?

Zee-nothingreallyjustonmywaytothemallwitha

fewclassmates.

Shaka-uhmmmyou'vefoundfriendsthatgood.

Zee-(roleshereyes)notheynot,youknowIdon'tdo

friends.Theyjustclassmates.



Shaka-(laughs)whateverpeaches,anywayIfound

theperfectpersontohelpyouwithyourassignment.

Zee-(frowned)Ihatethatpetname....whycan'tit

beyouhelpingme,itwillmakethingseasier,you

successful.

Shaka-(rollseyes)peachesyouknowI'mnotthe

perfectcandidateforthis,myjudgementwillbebias,

plusyouknowyoujustdistractme.Sizovelesilalane

straightandlessworking.

Zee-(sighs)okay...sowhodidyoufindforme?

Shaka-(smiles)sheisperfect,sheremindsmeof

you.Ithinkyouwillbealotlikeherinafewyears.

Sheisboss.

Zee-itawoman?...(silent)....

Shaka-(sighs)I'mnotfuckingherifthatwhatyou

worriedabout.Ijustfeelsheistherightpersonfor

this,shewillmotivateyoubabe,youtrustmeright?...

Zee-withallofme.

Shaka-(smiles)thatmygirl.Doyouneedmoneyfor

thelunch?



Zee-no,Ihavemorethanenough.Andpleasedon't

sendmeanymoneyShaka,youknowIhateyou

givingmemoneyforpointlessthings.

Shaka-(laughs)loveyoutoopeaches...

Zee-(frowning)I'mseriousShaka...

Shaka-(pretending)...what??...youbreaking...

(laughing)

Zee-mxmbyedickhead.(Hangsup)

Zeegoesbacktoherclassmates,theyheadtothe

taxirank....

ATZULU&SONSCO...

Shakawalksoutoftheelevatorsmilingafterthecall

withZee,helovesgettingunderherskin,hewalksto

thefrontdesk...



Shaka-sawubonaMbalisto

Mbali-(rollseyes)Yiningawe,youhavethis

annoyingsmirkonyourface.

Shaka-(smiles)becauseI'mabouttoannoyyou

withoutevendoinganything,zibukenjeyoualready

annoyed.

Mbali-mxmgetoveryourself,younotafactorinmy

life.

Shaka-(laughingloud)YoyoyodamnI'mgood.Look

atyourface,Ihaven'tevensaidanythingbutyou

alreadyabouttoburst...

Mbali-(rollseye)mxmfuckyouman.

Shaka-(smilesnaughtly)youknowIwould,butI

don'thaveaNigeriandick.

Mbalilooksathimshocked,howdidheknowofher

preference....

Shaka-(Laughsvictorious)hahahacloseyourmouth,



yesIknowaboutyourthingwithNigerians.Maybe

myfriendBrucecanfuckyou....(pretendstobe

thinkinghard)ohwait!!!Healreadyhas.Catchyou

laterMbalisto...

HewinksatherashemakeshiswaytoNellysoffice,

leavingpoorMbalidefeated.Shakahasalwaysbeen

annoying,unfortunatelyMbalihasalwaysbeenhis

victim,eversincetheywereinhighschool.They

haveaweirdfriendship.ShakareachesNellysoffice

andopenswithoutknocking,hefindshisdad,Sbani,

andNelly.

Shaka-wooooyouguysarediscussingmyLobola

negotiationswithoutme,sorrytobreakthistoyou

wife,youcannotrepresentyourself.

Theyalllaughshakingtheirheads...

Sbani-ngizwengomsindonje,thatyouinthe



building.

MrZulu-ufunanivelela??

Shaka-hawuoldman!!Isthathowyougreatyour

favouriteson.I'mhurt.

MrZulu-ehhe!!!Iknewthedayyouwerebornwhen

youcameoutyellowbonethatyouwillbethe

dramaticson.

Theroomeruptedinlaughter...

Nelly-huh!!!Sirwhatareyoutryingtosay??Phela

I'malsolight.

Shaka-(lookingatNelly)Iwasconfusedwhenyou

laughedphelaminanawesamewhatupgroup.Futhi

youworse.

MrZulu-(laughs)ningamawhiterejects

Sbani-(laughed)leavethemdad,youdon'twant

themthrowingtantrumsnow,youknowthey

inheritedthatfromtheiroriginalmakers.



Theyalllaughed,withShakadefendinghimself,the

noisetheyweremakingwasheardallovertheoffice

floor....

Shaka-whateveryouguyssaybutIinheritedthe

nameofthegreatestandtoughestmantowalkon

KZNsoil.

Nelly-ohPlease!!!ShakaZuluwasnotthatgreat.

Shaka-what??!!!Hewasyourking.Hedominated

everytribe.

Nelly-withwhosehelp?(Curvedherright

eyebrow)surelyyouknow,hehadtohaveasecret

weaponinhispossession,Shakawasn'tthatsmart

youknow.

Shaka-everygreatleaderhasanadvisor.

Nelly-Shakawasnothing,hegotintopowerwiththe

helpoftheGreatestandmostpowerfulinyangato

breathetheairofKZN,thatinyangawas

SandanezwewhosefatherwasHubhu,theythe



mastermindsbehindShakareignandwhenShaka

sentpeopletokillSandanezwethatwasthe

beginningofhisdownfall.Henevergottokillhim

though,becauseSandanezwewaspowerfulhehad

alreadyseenthatyourpreciousShakawasgoingto

sendpeopletokillhim.SowhenShakaspeople

chasedhim,hejumpedinaflowingriver,hisbody

wasneverfoundinsteadatnighttheysawlightfrom

wherehejumpedandareflectionofalion.Sodon't

tellmeaboutyourpreciousShaka,hebetrayedhis

peopleandsoldlandtotheBritishgovernment.That

whyupuntiltoday,blackpeoplearefightingthe

issueofland.

EveryonewasquietintheroomlookingatNelly

speak,MrZuluwasimpressedandamazedbyhow

muchsheknew,itnoteverydayyoufindayoung

individualletaloneawomanwithknowledgeof

ancienthistory.Sbanilookedatthewomanbefore

himifhethoughthewastakenbyherbeforenowhe

wasverycertainofhisfeelingsforher.Awoman

withsomuchknowledge,awomanwhospeaksso



passionateaboutherbeliefs,heimaginedthedepth

oftheconversationshecanhavewithher.Hewas

fallinginlovewiththiswoman.

Shaka-Yhooosisi...youjustbruisedmyconfidence.

Hisfatherlaughedshakinghishead...

MrZulu-I'mimpressed,youspeaksopassionate

aboutthisbecauseSandanezweisthestemofyour

people.Awomanwhoknowsherroots.Thesetwo

foolscouldlearnalotfromyou.

Sbani-hawubaba!Ithoughtwewerekeepingthis

foolishthingwiththelightskinneddudesnotusdark

brothers.

Theyalllaughed,MrZulugotupfromhischair...

MrZulu-(smiles)seeyoukidslater.Ican'twaitto



tellmywifehowthegreatShakaZuluwasleft

defeatedbyourpreciousMissSiwela.

Shaka-(laughing)hawubaba...

Sbani-kodwababawhyareyousuprisedbythis.

WekewambonaphiShakaZuluoyiyellowbone

Theyallburstoutlaughing,Nellyevenhadtearson

hereyes.MrZululefttheofficeshakinghishead

whilelaughing.NowNellywasleftwiththetwo

brothers.

Nelly-(smiles)youguysarecrazy.Ithoughtmy

familywascrazybutlookingatyouguys.Ispoketo

soon.

Sbanigetsupfromhischairandgoesandstands

nexttoNellywhowassittingonherofficechair,

makingthembothfaceShaka.Hislefthandtouches

herchairwhilehisrightisinsidehispocket.Shaka

looksathimandshakeshishead.



Shaka-(smiling)Sbaniain'tyousupposetogoback

toyourofficenow.

Sbani-actuallyno,wehaveameetingin(lookingat

hiswatch)2minutes.

Nelly-(suprised)WHAT!!!Areyouserious(lookedat

herwatch)hawemah!!Youareright.(Lookingat

Shaka)canyouwaitformeorwewilltalksome

othertime?

Shaka-(smiling,lookatSbani)uhmmwereally

neededtohavethistalk,Iwanttoaskyou

something.Youknowwhat,I'mbringingdinnerto

yourplace.

Nelly-(standingup&gatheringherfiles)okayit

settledthan.BringChinese

Shakagotupfromhischairandlookedathisfuming

brotherwithasmirk.HebidfarewelltoNellyand

winkedathisbrother.Hewalkedoutwhistling.Nelly

gatheredallherfilesandmotionedforSbanithat



theyshouldleavenow.Shewalkedinfrontwhilehe

placedhishandonherlowerback,helpingheroutof

thedoor,thetouchsentasmallelectricalfeeling,

onewhichshechosetoignore.
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ATZULU&SONSCO...

TheclientsaresatisfiedwithwhatNellyandSbani

havepresentedtothem,theyrapthemeetingup

withbothpartiesinagreement.

Client1-(smiles)Ithinkwewillhaveyetanother

goodyear.(LookingatSbani)welcomebackchamp

IhearyoudidbigthingsinChina.

Sbani-(smiles)(shakinghishand)thankyou,itgood

tobeback.

Client2-mustbegreatworkingalongsidethis

woman(pointingatNelly)sheisoneofthe

best.(lookingatNelly)Youcanlearnalotfromthis



man.

Sbani-(smiles)Iknowhey,sheisakeeper.

Nelly-(smiles)Iknow,I'malreadylearning.

Client1-(lookingatNelly)youknowourofferstill

stands,justincaseyoufeelmistreatedhere...

Theyalllaugh,thisisnotthefirsttimetheyhave

indicatedNellytoworkforthem...

Sbani-(laughs)Ithinkyoushouldgonowbeforeyou

startgivingheranyideas.

Client2-(laughs)onedayZulu,oneday.

Theybidtheclientsgoodbye,Sbaniescortsthem

out,whileNellypacksuptheboardroom,sheis

abouttoleavetheboardroomwhenshemeetsSbani

atthedoor,theymaketheirwaytotheoffice,they

reachheroffice,Sbaniopensthedoorforhertoget

infirst,hishandgoestoherlowerbackagainashe



leadsherinsidetheoffice,shetakesadeepbreath

assheavoidstheeffectofhistouch.

Sbani-(smiles)Ican'tbelieveI'mgoingtosaythis

butitnotsobadworkingwithawoman.

Nelly-(laughs)youwerejustbeingextraforno

reason.Notallwomenaredramatic,youjustbeen

meetingthewrongsone.

Theylaugh,helooksather,todaysheiswearing

navybluetightdress,whichoutlinesherperfect

body,black6inchstiltoesheels,theheightofthe

heelsdisplaysherroundfitbutt.Sheisn'tawarehe

islookingather,sheisbusypackingupgetting

readytogohome...

Sbani-whichgymdoyougoto?

Nelly-(packing)uhmmVirginactive,theonein

DurbanNorth.

Sbani-uhmmmmindifwebecomegympartners?



Nelly-(lookingathim)IalreadygymwithMthoko,

butiguessyoucanjoinalsobutyouresideinLa

lucia,whytravelwhenyoucanjustgymatthat

brunch?

Sbani-(smiles)(movingclosertowheresheis)

becauseIwanttokickyourassatthegym.

Nelly-(foldingherarms)(movingclosertohim)oh

yeah,bringiton.Letsealthedealbyfistbumping.

TheyfistbumpedwhilelaughingbutSbanisstrong

fistcomparedtohersmallsoftfist,wasnotagood

ideaaswhentheirfistconnectedtheimpactwas

stronghurtingNelly.

Nelly-(holdingherhand)Ouch!!!(Shakingherhand)

Ndoda,talkaboutanironfist.

Sbani-(laughing)Ithoughtyoucouldtakeit.Told

youyoursmallsofthandswillletyoudown.Letme...

Sbanistakesherhandintohis,brushingit,herhands



aresosoft,itlikethesehandshaveneverdoneany

sortoflabour.Shehasonnudenails,coffin

shape,theylookbeautifulonher.Theybothquiet,her

handisnolongerpainingbutforsomereason,she

hasn'tremovedherhandfromhis.Shecanfeelhis

stareonher,sheabouttoremoveherhand,when

herphonevibratesindicatingthereisamessage.

ShetakesherphoneanditShaka...

"Ntokazi,yourperfectassbetterbeonitwayhome.

I'monmywaytogettingdinner."

Shesmilesshakingherhead.Sbanilooksatherthan

herphone....

Sbani-Goodnews?

Nelly-(smiles)(removingherhand)itShaka

remindingmeofdinner.(Takingherhandbagand

laptopbag)Ineedtogo.Seeyoutomorrowatgym.

5:30amsharp.



Sbani-(lookingather)youbetternotletthatfuck

boydoanythingtoyou.

Nelly-(Laughs)mxmIwon't,nowout,Iwanttolock

up.

Hewalksoutshakinghishead,shelooksathimand

laughsshakingherhead.....

ATBEVERLEYHOTEL

Blesspourshimselfadrinkandsitsonthecouch

catchinguponsoccer.HisphoneringsitSbani...

Bless-Sho

Sbani-IthinkI'mfallinginlovewithher.

Bless-(shakinghishead)wow!!Youthink....dude

sheisallyoutalkabout.Whyareyoustillwith

Ntombi?Clearlyyoulovethischickmore?



Sbani-...(silent)...Idon'twanttoleaveNtombinow,

sheisnotherselfman,I'mworriedabouther.I

cannotactonmyfeelingsyet,Sheneedstogetover

herexfirstbutdamn,Shakaisgivingmeahardtime.

Bless-(sittingupstraight)WHAT!!!Shakaisalsointo

thisgirl.

Sbani-Ithinkso,nowheismakingthiswholething

likeitsomesortofcompetitionandshe'stheprize.

(Annoyed)Ihatethat.Heishavingdinnerwithherat

herplaceaswespeak.Ifeellikegoingthere.

Bless-(Laughs)youdon'twanttodothatbro.How

isshearoundShaka?

Sbani-(sighs)sheiscarefree,theylaughalot,she

evenletshimcallherhiswife.

Bless-(thinking)....Sheprobablyhasfriendzoned

him.Womenlikementhatintimidatethem,butalso

feelcomfortablewiththem.Shakaalreadyhaskilled

hisgamebybeingtofriendlytowardsher.Don't

worrythisgirlisyours.Yourmajorproblemisyou

married.

Sbani-areyouatyourhotelroom?



Bless-yeah.Comelethaveafewdrinksthanyou

cangohomeafterafewhours.

Sbani-I'monmyway.

Theybothhungup.Blesscontinuesdrinkingand

watchingsoccer.Hisphonevibratesagain,thistime

ithisPI...

Bless-Sho

PI-we'vefoundyourfather.

Bless-hisnames?

PI-youwon'tbelievethis...MosesGasa

Bless-...(silent)....

PI-Boss?

Bless-Goodjob.I'lltransferyourpayment.

Hehangedupandsighedfrustratedly.Heknewthe

manverywell,andthemanknewhimtoo.Nowthat



thisisoutintheopen,hecanseetheresemblance,

heisacopyofhim.Whythefuckdidhenotsee

this....

ATNELLYSAPARTMENT

shecomesoutherbedroomwearingcomfortable

clothes,shejustcameoutoftheshower.Shegoes

andwaitinthelivingroomforShaka.Shecallsher

mom...

Ringing....

Ma'Siwela-shefinallyremembersme.

Nelly-(rollseyes)unjanisthandwaSami?

Ma'Siwela-ngyaphilababy,howareyou?Youeating

right?Stilltakingyourprescribedmedicationangithi?

Nelly-(smiles)Mom!!!I'mokay.Ngirightandyesto

everythingyouasked.



Ma'Siwela-don'tmomme.Youstillmybaby.Just

becauseyounowknowthetasteofdick,doesn't

meanI'llstopmotheringyou.

Nellyrollshereyes,hermomissodramatic.How

didshemovefromtalkingaboutherwellbeingto

dick....

Nelly-I'mokaymomserious.Imissyoualot.

Ma'Siwela-...Imissyoutoobaby.YouknowSizweis

gettingmarriedthisweekend?

Nelly-(sighs)Iknowitwouldhavebeenmywedding.

Ma'Siwela-comeFriday,youspendingtheweekend

withyourmom.Angikucelinjalo,I'mtellingyou.

Nelly-(laughs)okaymom.LalekahleIloveyou.

Ma'Siwela-byebaby.Loveyoualways.

Shehangedupandsmiled,thesmiledisappeared

whenshethoughtabout,Sizwegettingmarriedon



saturday.Itstillhurtsbutsheisgettingthere.She

dailedLungieysnumber.

Ringing...

Lungiey-(smiles)(sleepyvoice)bhabha

Nelly-(smiles)youdon'tlovemeanymore...

Lungiey-nonsenselover,letmeetforbrunch

tomorrow.

Nelly-(smiling)okay...Loveyougoodnight.

Lungiey-(smiled)loveyoutoo

Shehangedupandnoticedthereisatextfrom

Shaka...

"Onmyway,wearsomethingsexy"

Shelaughedshakingherhead.Replying...



"Pervert"
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ATNELLYSAPARTMENT

Shakaknockedonthedoor,hewascarryingtheir

dinnerandatuboftinroofice.Nellygotupfromthe

livingtogoandopenthedoor.Sheopenedforhim,

shehelpedhimwiththebags,heshutthedoorand

theyheadedtothekitchen.

Shaka-Hawu!!!Idon'tremembersweatpantsbeing

asexywear.

Nelly-(laughs)mxm!!!You'reidoit.(Lookinginside

thebags)hmmmIcan'trememberthelasttimeI

hadChinese.

Shaka-(takingoutthewineglasses)angithiyou

womenfussaboutyourweightalot.



Nelly-(takingoutplates)wellminaIdon'tfussabout

myweightforyourinformation.I'vealwaysbeen

betweensize32and34,IjustwatchwhatIeat

becauseofmyskin,fattyfoodsmakesmyfaceoily.

Nellyplacedtheice-creaminthefreezer.Theytook

theirfoodandabottleofwinetothelivingroom.

Theybothsatdownandstartedeating.

Nelly-somufunasikhulumengani?

Shaka-Ineedahugefavourfromyou.Iknowyou're

busywomanbutIwouldn'thaveaskedyouifthis

wasn'timportanttome.

Nelly-(lookingathim)okay.Khulumangilalele.

Shaka-Ineedyoutomentorsomeoneforme,Itpart

oftheirentrepreneurshippractical,Iwouldhave

doneitbut,I'mtoclosethoher,myjudgementwill

bebias.PlusIfeellikeyoucouldteachhermore.

Shecanrelatetoyoumorewomantowomanthan

me.



Nellylookedathim,itwasobviousthiswas

importanttohim,shewonderedifthegirlwasalso

importanttohimaswell.Histonewhenhetalked,

shecouldpickupthathecareddeeplyforthisgirl.

Shewantedtosaynoasshehasalotonherplate

butthiswasShaka,couldshesaynotohim?,

definitelynot,hewasoneofthosepeoplesheloved

keepinghappyanditwasobviousdoingthiswill

makehimhappy.Shewouldjusthavetofindaway

toqueezeintimeforthis.

Nelly-okayI'lldoit.Sowhoisshe?

Shaka-ZenandeDlamini,sheisdoingherlastyearin

BComgeneralatUKZN.

Nelly-(smiles)andhowdoyouknowher?

Shaka-(laughing)I'lltellyousomeotherday.(Smiles)

youremindmeofheralot.

Nelly-(smiles)siyafanayin?

Shaka-yeah,youguyshavesimilarfeatures.



Nelly-okaywell,whendoIneedtoseeher?

Shaka-thepracticalwillberunningfor2weeksso

startingfromnextweek.

Nelly-(thinking)Ithinkitbestshemovesinwithme,

forthose2weeks,itwillbeeasieronthebothus.

Shaka-(smiling)goodidea.

Theycontinuedtochatandlaugh,theconversation

wasflowingandtheybothwerehavingagoodtime,

theydidn'trealizetheyhavefinishedthewholebottle

ofwine.Nellygotuptoclearweretheywereeating,

Shakahelpedhertothekitchen.Sheputtheplates

insidethesinkandclearedthecounterthrowing

awaythedirt,thiswholetimeShakawasstanding

righttherelookingather.Hedebatedwhetheritwas

therighttimetomakehismoveornot.Hewantedto

kissher,ifhekisseshernowitwillclearupalotof

thingsforhim.Doeshehavefeelingsforher?Or

doeshelovetheideaofherlookinglikeZee?Ishe

resortingtoherbecauseheisafraidZeeisn'twilling

tobecommittedtobeinginarelationship.Zee



doesn'tbelieveinrelationships/love,thatwhysheis

alonerwithnofriends.Sheavoidsbeingattachedto

anyone.Itsomethingtodowithherpastbutthey

nevergetpersonalsoheneverreallyaskedher

aboutit."Shit!!!,Whycan'tthislovethinghavea

manual?"Hethinkstohimself.

Nelly-(Shouting)SHAKA!!!!!

Shaka-(alarmed)sorryyouweresaying?

Nelly-(rollseyes)seriously?IthoughtIwastheonly

onewhozonedout.(Movingawayfromthesink)

Shaka-athingikusizewithwashingourplates?.

Nelly-(Raisinghereyebrow)Ididallthatwhile,you

werezonedout.Doyoufeellikeice-cream?

Shaka-cha,wejustfinishedabottleofwine.I'm

tappedout.

Nelly-(laughing)metoo.GoshIhopeIwakeupearly

forgym.NowIregrettellingSbani5:30am.

Shaka-(takenback)Sbani?Youguysworkout

together?



Nelly-Wewillstarttomorrow.Doyougym?You

couldjoinus.Mybrotherwillbetheretoo.

Shaka-(Laughs)Idon'tthinksomeonewouldlike

thatverymuch!

Nelly-huh!?

Shaka-nothing.

Movingclosertoher,hehuggedherandkissedher

onthecheek...

Shaka-(smiling)Ihadagreattime.NowIneedto

headout.

Nelly-(smiled)metoo.Weshoulddothismoreoften.

IcaninvitemyfriendLungieynexttime.

Shaka-(fakesulk)Hawu!!Ithoughtnexttimemeant,

wemovetosecondbaseyouknow,butyouwantto

jumpstraighttoa3some,uhmmm mfazi

TheybothlaughedasNellyplayfullyhitshim,he



walkstotheloungeandretrieveshiscarkeysand

phone,hewalksbacktothedoor,theybothwalkout

asNellyescortshimtotheelevator.Theelevator

pingsopen,shebidshimgoodbyeandgoodnight.

Heplayfullystealsanotherkissonthecheek...

Nextday

ATSBANI&NTOMBIHOUSE

7:00am

Sbaniwalksinsidethehousecomingbackfromgym,

hedropshisgymbagbythedoorandheadsupto

hisbedroomtochangetohisformalworkclothes,

healreadyshoweredatthegym.Nomacomes

runningfromthelivingroomasshehearsherfather

footsteps..



Noma-Daaaaaaaad!!!!!

Sbanipicksherup,swingsherafewtimes.He

ticklesherafewtimes,shestartsgigglingsohard

thatsheisalmostbreathless.

Sbani-howistheprincessdoing?

Noma-I'mokay,areyoutakingmetoschooltoday?

Sbani-(looksather)...(silent)...

Noma-(whines)Dadyoupromised..(puppyface)

(foldingherarms)younotmydadanymore.

Sbanilooksatherandholdshislaughter,shelooks

socuterightnow,sheissobossydefinitelyaZulu,

Busheyebrows,browneyes,melaninbrownskin.

Sheisherfather'sdaughter.

Sbani-(smiles)letdaddygogetdressed,youfinish

yourbreakfastthandaddydrivebossladytoschool.



Noma-(wrappedherarmsaroundhisneck)(smiles)

yay!!!(Kissedhischeek)yougoingtodrivethebig

carright?(Stretchingherarmswide)

Sbani-(laughs)(putingherdown)yesnowgo.Don't

run.

Shewalkedslowlybacktothelivingroom,she

turnedaroundandsawherdadwasnolonger

standingthere,sheran...

Sbani-(shoutingfromhisroom)Icanhearyou...

Shegiggled...

Ntombiwalksintheirroom,Sbaniwasshirtless,she

walkstohimandhugshim.Runningherhandson

hishardscorpionchest.

Sbani-(holdsherwaist)(Kissesher)morning.



Ntombi-(smiles)morning,youchangedgymtimes.

Sbani-yep.(Movingfromher)(putsonhisshirt)

Ntombi-why?Youalwaysgymedintheafternoon.

Sbani-(buttoninghisshirt)Ifoundnewgymbuddies

Ntombi-ohnice.Whattimewillyoubeback?

Sbani-(fixinghistie)I'mnotsurebutI'llbepicking

youuplunchtime,Ibookedusanappointmentwith

thedoctor.

Ntombi-(annoyed)ItoldyouIdon'twanttodo

anythingbesidehavemybabythenaturalway.

Sbani-wegoingtothedoctor.Endofdiscussion.I'm

tiredofyourtantrums.(authoritive)

Ntombi-(angry)gofuckyourself.(Coveredher

mouthshocked)

Sbani-...(silent)...(laughingsarcastically)wow!!!

Sbaniwalkedoutoftheirroom,hetookhisworkbag

togetherwithhiscarkeysandphone...



Sbani-(shouting)Nomaletgobaby.

Shegotdownfromthechairandtookherschool

bagalongwithhergymbagandwalkedtothe

garage.

Noma-(shouting)byemom!!!!

Shereachedherdadwaitingforherbythecar,he

tookthebagsfromherandputthemonthetrunk.

Shegotatthebackofthecar,Sbanicamearound

andbucklesheruponhercarseat.Hegotinsidethe

car,putinghisseatbelton...

Thegaragedoorswentup....

Reversingthecar...



Sbani-whattheotherbagforbaby?

Noma-gymbag

Sbani-whata4yearolddoingwithagymbag?

Noma-(rollshereyes)PEdad...

Hedrivesoutthegateontotheroadashisdaughter

badlysingsbeyonce-runtheworldattheback....
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ATZULU&SONSCO...

Sbaniwassittinginhisofficewithalotonhismind.

HewasworriedaboutNtombi,hedidn'tunderhowa

personcanjustmakea360changeofattitudejust

likethat.MrZuluwalkedinsidehissonoffice,he

lookedathissonandsawhehadlinesonhis

foreheadindicatingthatheisstressed.Thisworried

him,Sbanihasneverbeenonetostress,compared



toallhissonsheistheonepersonwhoalwayshad

hisshittogether.Hewalkedtothechairandsat

oppositehim.

MrZulu-yinikwenzenjani?Youlookreallyawful

Sbani-(lookingathim)ufunanila?Don'tyouhaveto

takeyourwifeshoppingtoday?

MrZulu-loyongimshiyeezitolo,toldhertotellme

whensheisdone.

Sbani-(laughs)andsheletyougo?Phelawetalking

aboutmomhere.

MrZulu-(Laughs)IhadMavisaccompanyus.

Uzocefezelayena.PoorMavis.

Sbani-(Laughs)youhadthisallplannedout.Usile

yazi.

TheybothlaughedthinkinghowMavismustbe

feelingrightnow,MrsZuluisthelastpersonyou

wanttogoshoppingwith....



MrZulu-(lookingathisson)sokwenzenjani?Iknow

youdon'tliketalkingaboutyourproblemswitha

thirdpartybutsonrightnowI'mhereasaconcerned

father.

Sbani-(sighs)uNtombi,Idon'tknowwhathappening

withher,I'mworried.

MrZulu-sheisstillonaboutthepregnancyissue?

Oryoustillannoyedaboutherresigning.

Sbani-(runshishandsonhisface)thatandmore.

PersonallyIthinksheisalreadypregnant,canyou

believeshesaid"gofuckyourself"thismorningjust

becauseItoldherwegoingtothedoctorlunchtime

today.Wewerenotevenarguing.

MrZulu-(shocked)SbanisezweIdon'tcarewhether

sheispregnantornotbutthatwayofspeakingis

notallowed.Youneedtoputyourfootdownasthe

headofthehouse,itstartthissmallandbeforeyou

knowit,shewillbedisrespectingyoutotally,asman

ofthehouseyoudon'tgiveeventheslightestroom

foryourwifetodisrespectyou.Evenifyouarguing,



shemustknowherplace,thereareboundariesshe

shouldnotcross.Lookatyourbrother,Ma'Ncwane

hasaloosemouth,butonelookfromSiphoshe

knowssheshouldshutup.

Sbani-Iknowbaba,Ntombilastrelationshipwas

abusive,Idon'twanttogiveherthefeelingoffearing

me.

MrZulu-Neverlayyourhandsonawomanson.A

mangroomshiswife,Ntombiisusingherpastto

takeadvantageofyou,sheeasilydisrespectyou

becauseuyaziyouwon'tdoanything.Womenlike

thatareverydangerous,theywillprovokeyoujustto

getareactionfromyou.Ntombiisagoodwoman

andmakoti,butyoubabyhertomuch,nowi

understandwhyyoudoso,physicalabusevictims

aretobehandledwithcare.Butrightnowsheis

abusingyourkindness.Youtiptoeinginyourown

housethatBullshit.

Sbani-Iwilltalktoherbaba,itgottoapointwhereI

getannoyedwhenIhavetogohome.

MrZulu-startingtodayson,youcallherandtellher



youwillmeetheratthedoctorsatlunch,don'tgive

roomforhertoquestionyou....(shakinghishead)

whatwillyoudoaboutthisissueofherresigning?

Sbani-ifsheisalreadypregnant,thanIthinkI'lllet

herstayathomeuntilshegivesbirth.Afterthebaby

isayearold,sheisdefinitelygoingtoeitherfinda

joborstartherownbusiness.I'mnothavingawife

wholacksambition.

MrZulu-Good....

Sbanilookedathisfatherthinkinghowhewould

takewhatheisabouttoaskhim...

Sbani-uhmmmucabanganingesithembu?

MrZulu-(lookingathisson)I'matraditionalman

son,suchthingsdon'tshockme.Ihavenoproblem

withpolygamy,solongasallpartiesinvolvedarein

understanding.(Laughsalittle)Yaziyourmom

comesfromapolygamistfamily.

Sbani-(shocked)wow!!,Ineverknew.



MrZulu-Yeah,sheisthe3rdwifesdaughter...

(thinking)...IguessIshouldtellyouthisaswell.

Yourmotherisactuallymysecondwife.Myfirst

wifediedgivingbirthtoourson,herdyingwishwas

formetomarryheryoungersister,soIdid.

Sbani-(shocked)WHAT?!!!Whyyouguysnevertold

us?Wait....Yousaidyourfirstwifediedgivingbirth

toyourson,whereisthatson?

MrZulu-ItSipho.Yourmotherdecidedwedon'ttell

youguystoavoidyouguysilltreatingSipho,you

knowhowkidscanbe.

Sbani-Doesheknowallthis?

MrZulu-Yes.Wetoldhimwhenhestartedhigh

school.Itwasuptohimifhechosetotellyouguys

ornot.

Sbani-(overwhelmed)wow!!!Youcannevertell

though,momtreatedusallequally.

MrZulu-(smiles)thatwhatmademefellinlovewith

her,herabilitytoloveallmychildrenequally,first2

yearsofourmarriagewasloveless,justplatonic

relationship.Werespectedeachother,wegroomed



oneanothertobetterversionsofourselves.Shefell

inlovewiththemanshegroomednothersisters

husband.Thatwhyarespectfulwomankeepsthe

hometogether.Wemengetturnedoffrealquickand

adisrespectfulwomanisamajorkill.

Sbanilookedathisfather,amanofintegrityand

honour.Hewishedtobecomeaevengreaterversion

ofhim.MrZulusawthiscoming,hesawitthefirst

dayhissonlaidhiseyesonher,hesawhowhe

staredatherthinkingnobodywaswatching...

MrZulu-uNellyangithi?

Sbani-huh?!...

MrZulu-don'thuh!Me.Thewomanyouwantto

makeyoursecondwife.Itherright.

Sbani-Yeah...Itriedfightingitbababutitjustgets

evenmorestronger.Ididn'tmeantofallforherbutit

beyondmycontrol,howisitevenpossible?

MrZulu-thatwhatyoudoingwrong,youcan'tfightit.



Youneedtoacceptitson.Haveyoutoldher?

Sbani-No...

MrZulu-Good...letherdealwithwhathappened

first,youalsoneedtofixyourmarriagewithNtombi,

youcan'tjumptoanothermarriagewhileyourfirstis

inshambles.Fixthingswithyourwife,tellheryour

intentions.Please,besureyouinitfortheright

reasons,Ibelieveyou'rethough.Abafaziababili

abayonaintsangu...

Sbani-Ngiyabongababa.

MrZululookedathisson,itwasadifficultjourney

heisembarkingon,hewillneedtobestrongto

surviveit....

10minbeforelunch...

SbanidailsNtombisnumber....



Ringing...

Ntombi-(relieved)OhthankGod,babeI'msor...

Sbani-Listen,amheadedtothedoctorsforour

appointment,youwillmeetmethere.

Ntombi-SbaniIthoughtItold...

Sbani-Iwillwaitforyouattheparkinglot.

Hehangedup...

ATCALIFORNIADREAMINGRESTURANT

Nellywaswithhermom,waitingforMbaliand

Lungieytoshowup.Shedecidedtoinvitehermom

andMbalitolunchwithLungiey.Mbaliwalksupto

them...

Mbali-(smiling)sanibonani

Nelly-(smiling)hey,mauMbalilo,girlthisismy



mom.

Mbali-(smiling)nicetomeetyouMrsSiwela

Ma'Siwela-(smiled)nonsensecallmemombaby,

anditMissnotMrs,I'mnotmarriedzonkelezilima

zamadodazabaleka.

Theylaughed,NellydecidedtogiveMbaliachance,

sheisactuallyagreatgirl.Lungieywalkedinand

sawNellyhadinvitedacrowdtotheirlunch,great

nowhowwillshetellherallthesesecrets.She

walkeduptothem...

Lungiey-(smiling)sanibonani

ShehuggedMa'Siwela,kissesNellyonthecheek

huggingherandpatsMbali.

Nelly-(smiling)foreverlate.

Lungiey-(Laughs)Iwillneverbeontime.



Ma'Siwela-youglowingmalulu

Lungiey-(smiles)hhayima!!!Haveyouguysordered

(Changingthesubject)

Nelly-Nowewerewaitingforyou.

Theycalledthewaiterandordered.After3minutes

theygottheirfood.Theystartedeatingandhaving

smalltalksandfewlaughshereandthere.Mbali

noticedLungieywastheonlyonedrinkingjuice...

Mbali-(lookingatLungiey)awuphuzivele??

Lungiey-(fakesmiled)Idojustdon'tfeellikeittoday.

Ma'Siwelalookedather,Lungieykeptherfacedown

lookingatherfood.Theycontinuedeatingand

chattinghereandthere.Ma'Siwelaexcusesherself.

Shewalkstotherestroom.After2minuteshe

camesout,asshewasmakingherwayback,her

eyesmeetasetofeyessheneverwantedtosee

again...



Man-(deepvoice)sawubonaMatho

Ma'Siwela-(swallowed)helloMoses

Seeyoumonday
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ATCALIFORNIADREAMINGRESTURANT

Ma'Siwelalooksatthemaninfrontofher,shelast

sawhim26yearsago.Heissomeoneshewould

ratherforget,someonewhosheconsidersnotto

existorneverevenexisted.

Ma'Siwela-..(clearsherthroat)uhmmmgoodbye.

Shewalkspasthim,leavinghimstandingthere,he

watchedherasshemakesmakesherwaytoatable



with3youngladies.Heswallowedwatchingtheir

table.Hecatchedhisbreatheandsighed.Helooked

atthetableonemoretimebeforehewalkedoutof

therestaurant,callinghiscontact,lettinghimknow

thenewplacetheywillmeetat.

Backatthetable....

Ma'Siwelatakesherseatandpoursherselfaglass

ofwater,shegulpsitatonego.Shetakesadeep

breathandlooksathisdirection,noticingheisno

longerthere,shesighsinrelief....

Nelly-(lookingathermom)andthan???Whyyou

lookinglikeyoujustranthecomradesmarathon?

Ma'Siwela-hhayi!!!PhelaI'moldnow,mybody

dehydratesrealquick.Ihavetodrinkwatertokeep

freshandkeepeverythingelseintact.

Nelly-(makingface)Ehwu!!!!MOM!!!!wedon'tneed

toknowallthat.



Mbali-(Laughs)Ithinkyoulookfabulous,notaday

over40.

Lungiey-(smiles)yeah...whenI'moldIwanttolook

likeyou.

Ma'Siwela-(smiles)I'm 56baby(lookingatMbali).

Nelly-(smiles)alltheseoldieslookingfresh,Mrs

Zuluisalsogoals,anddon'tgetmestartedonMr

ZuluSnr.HeisservingMkhulubaevibesallday.

Laughtereruptsaroundthetable,astheydiscussMr

Zululooks,theyalladmittohavehadperverted

thoughtsabouthim.Theylaughtothesilliness....

Ma'Siwela-(lookingatthem)youknowwealllook

thisfreshandyoungbecausewerespectedour

selves.ItashameIcan'tsaythesameaboutyour

generation,girlsengageinsexasearlyasattheage

of13,nishukwaipipi,nishukweutshwala,thetime

thegirlreaches28sheislookingwrenchedandold.

Imaginethatsight,28yearoldwithwrinklesanda



phuzaface.Don'tgetmestartedontheguys.The

futureofhonestandhonorablemanlikeMrZuluis

tarnished,gonewiththewind.Youngmandrink

excessively,abusingofdrugs,recklesssex,

pregnatinggirlsleftrightandcentre.Thetimethey

reach30,theylooksowornout,withcoarsevoices,

you'llbecharmedthinkingitthesexiestthingever

Kantilutho,kadewayeshiswaSmirnoff1818.

Thegirlslaughbutatthebackoftheirmindsithit

home,theyreallyarealostgeneration.Nellyrollsher

eyes,trusthermomtogivealectureonthedown

low....

ATSBANI&NTOMBIHOUSE

Ntombiparkshercarinsidethegarage,shegetsout

andslamsthedoorshut.Shefrustratedlywalks

insidethehouse.SecondslaterSbaniparksthecar

inthedrive,hestillhastogobacktotheoffice.He

walksinsidethehouseandfindshiswifeinthe



kitchen...

Sbani-(calm)I'msorry...(silent)...Iwassosurethat

you're...

Ntombi-(irritated)yousorry,yousorry,willthatsorry

changetheresults?ItoldyouIdidn'twanttotest,

butyouinsistedandpressuredmetodoso,Ihaveto

dealwiththedisappointmentalloveragainnow.Are

youhappynow??

Sbani-ofcoursenot,(Movingclosertoher)...

Ntombi-Don't!!.Staywhereyouare.

Sbani-NtombiIthinkyouneedtoseesomeone,I

cangowithyou,you'retickingbombwaitingtoblow,

thisisnothealthy.

Ntombi-(sighed)I'mnotcrazy,Idon'tneedashrink.

Ineed....(silent)...Ineedspace,aftertheSanes

weddingI'mgoingtovisitmyparents.Iwillarrange

forNomatostaywithyourparents,Maviswill

preparehereverymorningforschool.

Sbani-(lookingather)runningisnotthesolution,



youneedtodealwithyourproblems.

Ntombi-(irritated)Geez!!!I'mnotrunningIjustneed

toclearmyhead.Ifeelsuffocated.Ineedtogopick

upNoma.

Shewalkedoutofthekitchenleavinghimthere.She

wentinsidetheirbedroomandlookedatherselfin

themirror,sheheardhiscardriveout.Shefound

herselfcravingaglassofwine,shehasbeen

deprivingherselfofalcoholbecauseofthewhole

pregnancyissue.Nowshedidn'tcare,shedefinitely

wantedaglassorevenmore.Shepickedherphone

anddailedMrsZulu....

Ringing...

MrsZulu-hello

Ntombi-Sawubonama...canyoupleasepickup

Nomafromschool,Ihaveerrands,shewillspend

thenightinyourhouse,Iwillbebacklate.



MrsZulu-okaybaby,wewilllovehavingher....

(silent)...uright?

Ntombi-uhmmyesma.Ngiyabonga,Ihavetogo.

Shehangedup.Shewentandtookabath,usingher

expensivebathessentials,shecameoutfeeling

refreshed.Shedidhermakeup,putonherredabove

thekneetightdress,matcheditwithblackred

bottoms6inchstiltoesexposinghersexylonglegs.

Sheputonher8inchBobweave.Lastlysheapplied

herredmatteLipstick,sprayedherKimkexpensive

perfumeonherneck.Shelookedatherselfsatisfied

withherlook,sheopenedthesidedrawerandtook

herhusband'sBMWM3carkeys.

1hourlater...

Sheparkedthecarintheundergroundparkingand

walkedinsideMichaelEdenlounge,itanexclusive

clubinMhlanga,shetookofherringandsighed,she



walksinsidetheclub,shecatwalksherwaytothe

barcounter,shepullsachairtositthereisabuff

guynexttoherwithabottleofChivasnexttohim,

shecrossesherlegs,makingherdressmove

upwardsexposinghertighs...

Barman-whatcanIgetyou?

Ntombi-fornowI'llhaveastrawberrydaiquiri

Meanwhile....

Mthokoisseatedatthebarcounter,downinghis

whiskey,heisn'trushingit,thenightisstillyoung

andhehasthewholebottletohimself.Heoverheard

hisbrothertalkingtoLungieyonthephone,they

weremakingplanstoseeeachother,hecouldn't

believeaftereverythingthathappened,theybothstill

fucking...

HedatedLungieywhenshewasinvarsity,



everythingwasgoingwellwiththem,everybody

enviedthem,eventheirparentshadalreadystarted

namingtheirgrandchildren.Onedaytheyhosteda

houseparty,hefoundherandNhlanhlakissing,but

theyexcuseditforbeingdrunk.Heforgavethem.

Butitwasthedayhewalkedinonthemhavingsex

thatdecidedtheirrelationshipfate.Hereallyloved

thatgirl,hehadbigplansforthembutherheartwas

neverhis.

Heshookhishead,henoticedhewasnolonger

aloneatthebarcounter,butasexylonglegsinared

dresswasnexttohim.Shelookedfarinthoughts...

Welllookslikeheain'ttheonlyonehavingafucked

upday.Shelookedathimandsmiledraisingher

glassup,hedidthesame...

Thenightisstillyoung....

[11/3,20:46]Marcia:Insert25



17:12pm

ATZULU&SONSCO....

Sbaniwasstillattheoffice,hisphonerang...

ItwasBless....

Sbani-Sho

Bless-Shoman,whereareyou?

Sbani-I'mattheoffice,whatsup??

Bless-(lookedathiswatch)...atthistime,whyyou

stillthere?Ain'tyourbrotherinlawhavingabachelor

party?

Sbani-heisbutitwillstartat18:00pm.Ithinkthey

havingpredrinksmanje.

Bless-wellthatagoodwaytostart.WellI'mdone



fortheday,what'stheplan?DoIsleepatyourplace

oryourdads?

Sbani-uhmm cometomyplace.Wewilluseonecar,

whengoingtothebachelorparty.

Bless-okayman....(remembers)...howdidthe

appointmentwiththedoctorgo?

Sbani-Itellyouallaboutitwhenwegethome,let

mepackup.

Bless-okay,meetyouthere,I'mpackinghere.

Theybothhangedup.Hestartedpackinghisstuff

butheheardlaughtercomingfromtheotherendof

theofficefloor.ThatdefinitelyMbalisvoice,butwho

isshewith?Hethoughttohimself.Hedidn'tknow

therestillpeoplearoundtheoffice...

ATNELLYSOFFICE

MbaliwasallpackedwaitingforNellytofinish



gatheringherthings....

Mbali-(smiles)thankyouforinvitingmetolunch,

yourmomisgreatcompany.

Nelly-(smiles)I'mgladyoucame.Ihadalotoffun.

Mbali-Idon'tthinkLungieylikesmeverymuch.

Nelly-don'tmindher,Iguesssheisusedtoher

beingmyonlyfriend,nowthatIhaveanotherfriendI

guesssheisstillgettingusedtotheideaofsharing

me.

Mbali-(smiling)sowefriendshuh?!!

Nelly-(smiling)really?Wehavebeenfriendsfora

weeknowandyoudidn'tknow.

Mbali-(Laughs)Ineededconfirmation...

Nelly-(Laughs)Mbaliyoumyfriendokay??

Mbali-(smiles)hahahaItoldyouonedaywewillbe

friends,huh!!!(Pattinghershoulder)I'vebrokenthe

icequeen.



TheybothburstoutlaughingasNellyfinallyfinishes

packing,theystandoutsideherofficechattingas

sheputsherbagsdowntolockup.MeanwhileSbani

makeshiswaytothem,theyablivioustoeverything

astheybusychatting....

Mbali-sowhatyourplansfortonight?

Nelly-uhmmmnonehey!!!I'mjustgoingto

amanzimtoti,mymomshouse,I'mspendingthe

weekendwithher.

Mbali-(lookingather)(remembered)ohthisisthe

weekendthatwassuppose...eish!!!(Sadelylooked

ather)

Nelly-(sighs)yeah....

Nellysfinisheslockingup,theystandtherequiet,she

doesn'twanttothinkaboutitbuthowcanshenot.

Sbanistopsasheseesthatthetwoladiesare

havingamoment....



Mbali-(smiles)youknowwhatI'ddoifIwasyou?

Nelly-(smiles)nobutenlightenmeplease..

Mbali-(smiled)I'dwearafairydress,buymyself

someliquoranddrinkthenightawayandbanga

stranger.

Nelly-(laughs)reallyafairydress?

Mbali-(Laughs,shrugshershoulder)what?I've

alwayswantedtobeadirtyfairy.

Nelly-(laughs)yousomethingelse....butyouknow

whatyouhaveapoint.Minusthefairydress,(they

bothlaugh)howaboutweputonthebestlingerie

wehave,weartheskimpiestdressesweownandhit

theclub.LetpaintFloridared.

Mbali-(screaming)hellyeah!!!Youforgotbanginga

stranger...

Nelly-(laughing)I'mnotthatadventurousbutI'm

definitelygettingsometonight.Igotaguyinmind.

Heretolosingourmoralstonightdeal?...

Mbali-(smiles)let'sshakeourbumstogether,

sealingthedeal.



Theybothshakedtheirbumtogether,laughingat

howsillytheylookedrightnow.Aftertheircrazy

shake,theybothrushedtotheelevatorexcited

aboutthenighttocome.LeavingSbanidistraught,

hewashavingahardtimeprocessingwhathejust

heard."Whatclubdidtheysaytheygoingto"he

thoughttohimself,buthecouldn'tremember,what

keptringinginhisheadwas"I'mdefinitelygetting

sometonight,Igotaguyinmind"thismadehis

wholebodystiff,hecouldfeelhisfrustration

buildingup,hefeltlikedying,actuallyhefeltlike

vomitingoutthelumponhisthroat.

ATSBANI&NTOMBIHOUSE

BlesswaswaitingforSbanioutsidethegate,aftera

fewminutesofwaiting.Hesawhiscarspeeding

makingitwaytohim.Sbaniparkedbehindhim,he

pressedtheremoteforthegate,itopened,bothcars

drovein.Blessgotoutcarryinghishugebaganda



bottleofHennessey,Sbanigotoutofhiscarand

walkeduptoBless,hetookthebottleoutofhis

hand,openeditandgulpedthestrong,bittertasteof

cognac....

Bless-(lookingathimshocked)whooooooaaawww!!!

Ibroughtthatjustforustopredrinkwhilecatching

up.

Sbani-(wipeshismouth)Ireallyneedthis,I'm

literally10secondstomassdestruction.

Hewalksandopensthedoortothehousebutitwas

locked,thatstrangehethought.Heunlocked,the

wentin,NtombiisprobablywithSane,hethinksto

himself,Sbaniwalkedstraighttotheloungestill

takinglargesipsofbittercognac.Hetakesasitat

thecouch,Hewasabouttodownthebottleagain

whenBlessstoppedhimandtookthebottlefrom

him...



Bless-(shouting)doyouwanttokillyourself?

Sbani-(sighs)I'mlosingmymindman...

Bless-isthisaboutwhathappenedatthedoctors

withNtombi?

Sbani-huh?!!!

Bless-(shakinghishead)Iguessitnotitthan....

okaychampspill

Sbani-itNelly(runshishandsonhisface)

Bless-(laughs)youhaven'tevenwifedheryet,but

sheisalreadygivingyouahardtime,youliterally

justturnedintoadrunkinlessthan2hourssincewe

lastspoke.(Clappinghishands)sheisgood.

Sbani-(sighs)Polygamyisoutofthetablenow.I

don'tthinkshewillagree,shedoesn'tlooklikethe

typetoshareherman.Shedeservessomeonewho

willcommittoher100%.

Bless-soyoulettinghergo?

Sbani-(bold)thatisnotanoption.

Bless-thanhowexactlyareyougoingtogiveher



100%

Sbani-...(silent)....

Bless-(shocked)yougotitbadforthischick...so

thatwhyyoudrinking?Becauseyouthinkingabout

divorcing,endinga4yearmarriageforagirlyou

haveknownforroughly3weeks.AsafriendIhave

toaskareyousure?

Sbani-I'mwillingtotaketherisk,sheisworthy.

Bless-(shakinghishead)younotevensureifthis

girlisfeelingyouornot?

Sbani-(bold)Iwillmakeher.

Bless-(Laughs)cockybastard...

Sbani-(Laughs)I'mZulu,whatdoyouexpect...

BlesslookedatSbani,hisforeheadkeepsshowing

hisviens,helookslikeheisatwarwithhimself...

Bless-spill...



Sbani-(irritated)Nellyisgoingtoaclubtonightwith

herfriend.

Bless-(confused)yeahso...

Sbani-(annoyed)theytalkedaboutlosingmorals,

bangingstrangers(frustrated)ifonlyIremembered

theclubname.(Thinking)......(remembered)Florida..

.

Bless-dude,theiraremanyclubsatFloridaroad....

youknowIwillasksomeonetotrackher,yougot

hernumberright?

Sbani-isthatevenlegal?

Bless-doyouwanttoknowherlocationornot?

Hesighedtakingouthisphone,givingBlessNellys

number...

Bless-youbetterletmetap,I'mbreakingthelawfor

you.

Sbani-(laughs)uyanya...dudeyourwholecareeris



breakingthelaw.

Bless-(laughs)Whatareyouafraidof?Scaredshe

willtastemyBotsthickveinpoppingbeastand

scream"BlesstakemetoMaun"

Sbani-fuckyouman.
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ATNELLYSAPARTMENT

Shewenttoherwalkinclosetandwentthroughher

dresses,searchingfortheperfectoutfitfortonight.

Shedecidedtochoosewhichshoesshewantedto

wear,thatwillmakeiteasierwhenpickinganoutfit.

Shenoticedtheothersideofherclosetstillhad

Sizwesclothes,sheranherfingersthroughhis

clothesandsmiledrememberinghowtheywould

alwaysarguebecauseshewantedsomeofSizwes

spacetooccupyherclothes.Thesmilequickly

turnedintoafrownassheremembered&nbsp;that

thosedayarelonggonenow,hewasgettingmarried,



actuallyheismarried,shesighedandmadea

mentalnotetopackhisclothesandmailthemtohis

newaddress.

Shesteppedoutoftheshowerandsatonher

dresserandlotionedherself.Shedecidedonasweet

roseysmellasshesprayedonherDiorperfume.She

didn&apos;tneedmuchmakeup,herwaswas

flawlesssoshesettledforjustmascaraandbronze

chocolatemattelipstick.Forherhair,sheputon

her&nbsp;12inchMongoliancurls.Shelookedat

herselfinthemirrorsatisfiedwithherlook,shegot

uptogetdressed.SheputonherblackVictoria

secretthong,heroutfitdidn&apos;tneedabra.She

hadonashortblackjumpsuit,whichleftherback

bare,ithadalongVinthefront,complementingher

perfectpornbreast.Shematchedtheoutfitwith

8inchblackblockheels.Shewassatisfiedwithher

overalllook.Herbestassetwasherroundfirmbutt

andwelltonedfirmlegs.Shewishedshehadlonger

legsthough.



Tonightwasallabouthavingagreattime,todayshe

blocksoutallsocietiesnormsandexpectations,

tonightsheisselfishandreadytoletloose.Tonight

shegoeswereeverthewindblows.Herphonerings

anditMbali....

Nelly-(smiles)sthandwa...

Mbali-(smiles)areyouready?BruceandIareonour

waytheretopickyouup.Haveyoucalledthatguy

fromthegym?

Nelly-I&apos;malldone.IlasttalkedtohimwhenI

wascomingbackfromworkbutI&apos;llcallhim

nowtoconfirmagain.Babyletmeknowwhenyou

guysare2minuteawaysoIcangoandwait

downstairs.

Mbali-(smiled)okaybyebabe.Ihavewithme

absolutelime,weneedpreshots.

Theybothlaughedandhangedup.ShedailedCraigs

number.Craigisaguyshemetwhenshestarted



gym.Heisa34yearoldwhitebanker.Heforever

hitsonher.Shealwaysbrushedhimoffbuttonight

sheisbreakingallboundariessowhynot...

Craig-(smiled)heygorgeous

Nelly-(smiled)heyyou,sowestillonfortonight?

Craig-(excited)definitely,doyouwantmetopick

you?

Nelly-Nonoitokay.Myfriendandherfriendareon

theirwaytopickmeup.

Craig-(fakesulks)ahh!!!Thoughtwecouldhavea

premakeoutsession,justtobuildthestamina.

Nelly-(laughs)holdonnowtiger,thenightisstill

young.Bye.

Craig-(smiles)byesexy.

Shehangedupandpackedapackofgums,lipstick,

wipesand2durexcondomsonherpurse.Herphone

vibratedringing,itwashermom...



Nelly-Mom

Ma'Siwela-heybabypleasebesafe,nodriving,use

uber.

Nelly-(smiles)yesmom.Don'tworryI'm definitely

notdriving.

Ma'Siwela-okayhavefun.Loveyougoodnight

Nelly-loveyoutoo...

Shehangedupandsmiledthinkingaboutjusthow

hermomwaslecturingthemaboutbeingrecklessat

lunch,hourslatertheyheadingtoaclubtodrinkand

bereckless,theirony.Herphonevibratedagain,she

laughed,sheisdefinitelyonarolltoday,thecaller

wasShaka,shesmiledandanswered...

Nelly-(smiling)Hello

Shaka-(smiling)Mabhebeza...

Nelly-(laughing)howareyou?



Shaka-Goodnow.Howismywifedoing?

Nelly-(laughing)I'mgreat,whereyouat?

Shaka-(calm)Sizwesbachelor....(silent)...youokay?

Nelly-(sighs)I'mokay,actuallygoingoutwithMbali.

Shaka-(suprized)thatgreat,don'tletherbringBruce,

theywillyoualonetogofuckthewholenight.

Nelly-(laughing)unehaba!!!Heiscomingwithusbut

I'malsobringingafriend.

Shaka-(smiling)Ihopeyouwon'tfuckthatfriend...

Nelly-(Laughs)byeyouidiot...

Shehangedupandnoticedthereisatextfrom

Mbali..

"We5minawaybabe"

Shequicklytookherpurseandlockedup,making

herwaydownstairs....



ATMICHAELEDENLOUNGE

Ntombiwasonher4thdrink,shewashavingagreat

peacefulnighttoherself,shereallyneededthistime

onherown.Shemakesamentalnotetobooka

roomforthenightatBeverlyhillshotel,shewon't

drivewhileintoxicated.Shewillcomebackforthe

carinthemorning....

MthokolooksattheNtombinexttohim,herlongs

legsaredrivinghimcrazy.Healwayshadathingfor

tallmodeltypewoman.HencehedatedLungiey.He

looksatheranddecidestotalktoher...

Mthoko-Badday?

Ntombi-somethinglikethat.

Mthoko-wellyourchoiceofdrinksdisagreeswith

you.Youdrinkingsweethappydrinks.



Ntombi-(Laughs)sweetstuffcheermeup.

Mthoko-okay.

Hegoesbacktodrinkinghiswhiskey,heisalmost

halfwaywithhiswhiskeybottle.Ntombilooksat

him,helooksyoungerthanher,thoughheisbuffbut

hisfacegiveshimaway.Heisprobably27or28.He

isnotwearingaring,whatcouldbestressinghim?

Maybehelosthisjob,shethinkstoherself.

Ntombi-heyI'mNtombi

Mthoko-Mthokozisi

Ntombi-uhmmm...youlostyourjob?(Sheasks

withoutthinking)

Mthoko-(laughs)whywouldyouthinkI'velostmy

job?

Ntombi-uhmm...Ijust...okayIreallydon'tknow.

Mthoko-(laughs)doyouwanttoknow?

Ntombi-uhmmyoudon'thavetoo...



Mthoko-Iwilltellyouunderonecondition.

Ntombi-Thatbeing?

Mthoko-Ibuyyouarealdrinknotthisshityou

drinking.

Ntombi-(Laughs)tryingtogetmedrunk?

Mthoko-(laughs)(boldvoice)Idon'tdomarried

woman.

Ntombi-(shocked)howdoyouknowI'mmarried?

Mthoko-(smiles)youcamealonetodrink,you

haven'toncecheckedouttheguysinhere,although

youdressedsexyandattractivebutyoustillwearing

thatstayawayface....(lookingather)...you

probablytookofyourringwhenyougothereto

avoidjudgementaleyes,awifeoutatnightdrinking

lookingsexyatabar,notreallyagoodlook.Plusyou

didn'tdenyit.

Ntombi-(shocked)wow!!!

NtombiwasoverwhelmedwithhowcorrectMthoko

was,hethoughthewasjustanotherstuckupguyat



thebar,butheisexactlytheopposite...

Mthoko-(smiles)nowbacktotheofferathand,

shouldIgetyouarealdrink?

Ntombi-surewhynot...

Mthoko-(signaledthebartender)8tequilashotsand

abottleofyourexpensewine,(lookingatNtombi)

CabernetSauvignonisfinewithyou?

Ntombi-(smiles)yeah.

Thebartenderlinedtheir8tequilashotsforthem.

Mthokotookofhisjacketandwasleftwithhisblack

Pologolft-shirt.Ntombilookedathim,hewasreally

buff,shethoughtherhusbandwasbuffbutthisguy

infrontofherisonanotherlevelofbuff,ifhewasto

rankthem,definitelyhetookfirstplaceonbeingthe

mostbuff.Theybothtook4shotseach,whilethe

tequilasettleintheirbodies,theybothget

comfortable,italongnightaheadofthem...
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ATBEVERLEYHILLSHOTEL

3:30am

Ntombiwaspeacefullysleeping,whenshehearda

knock,shethoughtmaybeshewasdreamingsoshe

wentbacktosleepbutshehearditagain.Shesetup

onthebedandlookedatthetime,3:33am,why

wouldroomserviceknockonherdooratthistime,

shethoughttoherself.Shegotupfromthebedand

worethehotelgownandslippersmakingherwayto

thelivingroom.Shestoodbythedoor...

Ntombi-(leaningonthedoor)whoisit?

Mthoko-Ntombiitme,pleaseopen.

Ntombi-(suprisedandconfused)Mthoko??

(Openingthedoor)



Hegotinsidetheroom,Ntombiclosedthedoor.She

noticedhewasstillwearingthesameclothes,he

lookedlikehehasn'tsleptonebit...

Ntombi-Didyouforgetsomething?

Mthoko-wouldyoubelievemeifItoldyou,Inever

left,thatIwassittinginmycarthiswholetime.

Ntombi-(lookingathim)whywouldyoudothat?

Mthoko-askmethatquestionagain

Ntombi-(confused)what...wh....

Mthoko-thequestionyouaskedwhenyouopened

thedoorandletmein.Askmethatquestionagain?

Ntombi-Didyouforgetsomething?ThatwhatI

askedyou...

Mthoko-(lookingather)yes...

Ntombi-welldidyou?

Mthoko-(staringdirectlyather)yes,Iwanttokiss

youNtombenhle..



Sheswallowedatwhathejustsaid,shelookedat

him,directlyinhiseyes,shestartedcountinghow

manytimesherheartbeateachsecond.Hemoved

closertoher,notbreakingtheeyecontact,shenever

movedonherspot,"whyisshenotmoving?"She

thoughttoherself.Hestoodaninchclosertoher,

breathingthesameairashim...

Mthoko-stopme...

Shedidn'tsayawordtohim,herheartwasreally

beatingfast,thetemperatureintheroomchanged,

shefeltweakonherknees,shelookedathisdark

sexylips,heisdefinitelyasmoker,sheimaginedthe

tasteofmintandnicotineonhislipsmakingherbite

herlowerlip,givinghimthegoahead.Hetookone

stepmakingtheirnosetouch,heldherwaist,her

kneesfailedhermakingherholdontohisbuffarms,

shebegintotakeshortbreaths,hepulledhercloser

tohisbody,hestartedbybitingherlowerlip,hedid



this3times,eachtimehedidit,shewouldstruggle

tobreathe,hediditfortheforthtime,makingher

moanalittle,bythistimeherhandswereonhis

shoulders.Hewentforitandfinallykissedher,

indeedhislipstastedofmintandabittertasteof

nicotine,judgingbythesmallamountofnicotineshe

tasted,shewouldestimatehesmoked5minbefore

hemadehiswayuptoher.Herkneesstartedto

shake,makingithardforhertobalance,hecaged

herinhisstrongmusclearms,liftingherofthe

groundalittle.Hefinallybrokethekiss,leavingher

breathless.

Mthoko-(stillholdingher)(whispersinherear)Iwant

you,Iwantyoursexylonglegswrappedaroundmy

waist,Iwant.....(tookadeepbreath)...younotready

forthis...

Hepickedherupandcarriedhertothebedroom,he

laidheronthebedandkissedherontheforehead...



Mthoko-(smiles)gobacktosleepNtombenhle.

Hewalkedoutofthebedroomtothelivingroomand

outthedoor.LeavingNtombiweakandhot,"Ijust

kissedanotherman"shethoughttoherself....

Ntombi-ohgod....(shortofbreath)

ATNELLYSAPARTMENT

4:00am

BlessenterNellysapartmentwiththeirwedding

clothes,Sbanisgymclothes,hedrovetoSbanis

housearound3:00amtotaketheiroutfits,heenters

thelivingroomandSbaniisnotthere,hegoestothe

guestroomandfindshimnotthereaswell.He

shakeshisheadsmirking...



Bless-(smiling)thatfucker....

HemakeshiswaytoNellysroomandslowlyopens

thedoor,hefindsSbanisittingnexttoNellysbed

staringather.Hehissestohim,Sbaniturnstothe

door,hesignalshimout.SbanilooksatNellyone

moretimebeforegettingupfollowingBlesstothe

livingroom...

Bless-dude,whyyousittinginthedarkandstaring

ather,thatshitiscreepy.

Sbani-Ijustlovewatchinghersleep.

Bless-(lookingathim)thisgirlisliterallyturningyou

toalunatic..

Sbani-(laughs)youwon'tunderstand.Didyoubring

mygymclothes.

Bless-yeah(handinghimthebag)...Goeasyonher

man.

Sbani-Sheisagymbunny,shewon'thaveaproblem.



Bless-Yeahbutherbodyisstillstrainedbecauseof

thehangover,dontkillthegirlplease.

Sbani-(raisinghisbrow)youhavegonesoftforher

andyouhaven'tevenhadaconversationwithheryet.

Bless-(surrenders)heymanI'mjustsaying.Beback

atsix,weneedtobeatyourdadshousebefore8

Sbani-(bumpedhisshoulder)thankyoufor

everythingbro..

Sbaniwenttothebathroomandchangedtohisgym

gear,hethanmadehiswaytoNellysroom,shewas

stillpeacefullysleeping,hewalkeduptoherand

startedplantingsmallkissesonherface,eachtime

heplacedakiss,shewouldshiftormovealittlehe

keptdoingthisoverandoveragainuntilhefeltshe

wasonthevergeofwalkingup....

Nellywassleepingsoundlywhenshefeltkisseson

herfaceandmouth,theyweretickleyandsoft,she

foundherselfsmilinginhersleep,thekisseskept



comingandwhenshewasabouttoopenhereyes

thekissesstop.Sheopenedhereyes,theyfelt

strained,shefirstcouldnotseeproperlybutshesaw

afigurestandingoverher,sheblinkedthreetimes

andwhensheopenedhereyestheylandedonSbani

lookingoverherwithasmirk.Shewasconfusedfor

asecond,whatishedoinghere?,shecouldnot

understandafewthingsabouthersurroundingright

now.Shelookedathimonemoretimeandnoticed

thathewasinhisgymgear,theysupposetogoto

gym?Whatdayisitkanti?...

Sbani-(pullingthecovers)getupsleepingbeauty,I

donothavemuchtime.

Nelly-(sittingup)howdidyougetin?

Sbani-itdoesnotmatter,changeplease..

Nellygotupfromthebedmakingherwaytoher

walkinclosettochange.Alotofthingsjustdidnot

makesensetoher.Shewasabouttoenterherwalk

inclosetwhensherememberedthekisses,she



stoppedandturnedtohim...

Nelly-(lookingathim)didyoukissme?

Sbani-(actingconfused)huh?!

Nelly-uhmmnevermind...(walkedinsidethecloset)

(talkingtoherself)Itwasprobablyjustadream

Sbani-(holdinghislaugh)uthini?

Nellychangedtohergymgear,shehadabad

headache.SherememberedgoingoutwithMbali

andCraig,thansheremembersseeingSbanithere

andaguyshedidnotknow.Everythingjustdoes

notmakesense.ShewalksoutandfindSbanisitting

onherbed.

Nelly-asambe...

Sbani-weusingonecar,I'llcomebackandchange

heretogotothewedding.

Nelly-whatwedd...(Shethanremembered)oh



Sizwes...

Sbani-(Gettingup)yeah...getridofhisclothes.

Nelly-(sighs)yeahIwi....(lookingathim)...howdo

youknow....

Sbani-(cuttingheroff)letgo,timeisnotonourside.

Hegotupandwalkedout,leavinghermore

confusedthanshewas.Shegrabbedhergymbag

andfollowedhim...

ATVIRGINACTIVEGYM

Theywalkedinsidethegym,Sbaniwasholdingboth

hisandNellysgymbag,Nellywasdrinkingwater,on

theirwayhere,Sbaniexplainedtoheraboutwhat

happenedattheclubwithCraigandeverything,he

didn'ttellhertheysleptatherapartment,hetoldher

theylockedherinside.Hedidn'twanttotellherthey

slepttherebecausehewasnotsurehowshewould

feelaboutthat,andhimtellingherwouldhavemade



heraskalotofquestions.

SbanisawCraigcomingoutofthechangerooms,he

noticedNellyhasnotseenhimyetsoheusedthisto

hisadvantage...

Sbani-goaheadandwarmup,Iwanttogoandget

youmorebottlewater.

Nelly-okay.

Nellywalkedaway.Sbanilookedandherandsaw

sheisnotinplainsight,hewalkeduptoCraig.Sbani

gottotheshakestoreandordered,fourbottlesof

water,Craiglookednexttohimandremembered

Sbanifromlastnight,hewasnotsuretoeither

apologiseorjustpretendhedidnotseehim."What

thehell",hethought...

Craig-uhmmheyman



Sbani-ohhey,Ididnotseeyouthere.Howyoudoing?

Craig-I'mokay,aboutlastnight....Ididnotknow

Nelzhasaboyfriend..

Sbani-(lookingathim)itokay,wejusthadafight,

youknowhowdramaticwomenare.

Craig-(Laughs)tellmeaboutit...issheherewith

you?

Sbani-yeahbutsheisstillashamedsodon'tgoto

her.

Craig-oh..okay,sayhiforme.Igottorun.

Sbani-sure

45minuteslater.....

Theworkoutsessiontodaywasalotharder,itfelt

likehewaspunishingher.Hedoubledthetimeon

everymachinetheyused.Nellywaslayingona

benchliftingmeduimdumbellsoverherheadwhen

shenoticedhowlowheworehispants,Sbanis



handswereoutstretchedindicatingtoher,causing

hist-shirttoliftupabitandexposingafewinches

ofhislowerabdomen(hisV),herjawsdropped,as

shedidadoubletakeoverhisexposedbody,she

startedtofeelveryhot,herpottickedabitcausing

hertosqueezehertighstogether.Shewasstill

holdingthedumbellsinaupwardposition,herhead

turnedtothesidelookingatSbanisV,itwasvery

deep,sheimaginedittobehard,sheimagined

runningherhandsonit,shewassooutofit,thatshe

didnotseeSbanilookingatherwithasmirk.He

clearedhisthroat,makinghersnapoutofit."Ohshit,

hecaughther",shefeltsoembarrassed.She

broughtherarmsdown,whichwerepainingbecause

ofbeinghelduptoolong...

Sbani-lethitthetreadmill

Hewalkedtowherethetreadmillswere,withasmirk

onhisface,shefollowedbehindher...



Sbani-(smiling)missionmakeherwantme-

Completed

Hestartedheroffat4.0,whichwasnotthatbadbut

heincreasedthespeedmakingitmoredifficultfor

hertokeepup.Onanormaldaythiswouldhave

beenapieceofcakebutnottoday,shehasabad

headache,sheishotandbothered,sheiswetand

hornyrightnow.Thesickpartofitis,sheishorny

forthismaninfrontofher,shewantstojumphis

bonesrightnow,righthereatthegym.After30

minutesheswitchesoffthetreadmillandhelpsher

down,sheispattingforair,herwholebodyhurtslike

hell.

Sbani-thiswasnothing,youdeserveextreme

punishment(emphasizesontheword"punishment")

Thewordpunishmentsetchillsdownherspine,it

madeherfeelevenmorehot,shecouldnothelpbut

feellikethewayhesaid"punishment"therewasa



doublemeaninginhissentence,ohmaybeitjusther

virginathinkingthatway....

ATNELLYSAPARTMENT

SbaniandBlesshaveleft,shecannotbelieveSbani

leftamanshedidnotknowaloneinherapartment

anddidnottellher.Shewasshockedwhenthey

camebackfromgymandfoundhimlookingall

dapperinasuitinherlivingroom.Shepackedher

overnightbagandheadedtotheparkinglot...

Shegotinthecaranddrovetohermomsplace....
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SbaniandNtombidriveintheparkinglotatthe

sametime.Theirfriendsandfamilyaregatheredby



thegardenwaitingforthevowceremonytostart.

Ntombigetsoutofthecarwithherheartbeating

fast.SbaniandBlessmakeitoutoftheircaras

well....

Bless-(smiles)heystranger,(hehugsher)looking

goodasalways...

Ntombi-(suprised)(hugginghimback)whendidyou

gethere??(Smiles)lookinggoodtoo

Bless-(smiling)I'vebeenhereacoupleofdaysnow

ormaybeaweek,Ithoughtyourmantoldyou.

Ntombi-(rollseyes)youknowhowheis...

Sbani-I'mhereyouknow.(LookingatNtombi)(baby

kissesher)unjan?

Ntombi-(smiling)Iamokay.(Lookingatsbani)You

lookravishing...

Bless-velewhyain'tyoutwomatching?

Sbani-wedon'tneedtomatchthecolours

complimenteachother.



NtombilooksasSbani,helooksbackather.Bless

seesthisashisquetogo.Heexcuseshimselffrom

them...

Sbani-yousleptathome?

Ntombi-(suprised)youdidn't??

Theylookateachother,bothwaitingforananswer

fromfromoneanother,Ntombiheartisbeatingfast

andSbaniisjustSbani.Heisshowingnoemotions

rightnow.SiphoandZandileparknexttothem,they

getoutofthecar,alongwiththeirtwokidsand

Noma.Nomarunstoherparentassoonasshesees

them...

Noma-(shouting)mooom...daaad...

Sbaniturnstoherandmetherhalfwayliftingherup



fromtheground.

Sbani-(smiles)whatdidIsayaboutrunninghuh!?...

(ticklingher)

Noma-(laughing,hidingherfaceinherdadschest)

daaad...dadstop,Ipromisetonotrunagain.

Sbani-(smiles,kissinghercheek)Good,ifyoubreak

yourpromisethetoothfairywillcomeatnightand

removeyour2frontteeth.

Noma-(coveringhermouth)momisthattrue?

Ntombi-(smiling)yesbaby.Nomorerunningokay.

Noma-(sighs)okay.Whydidn'tyoucomepickme

upyesterday?Youknowitwasicecream

day(foldingherarm,lookingathermom)

Sbanilookedather,sheswallowed,shehasalways

beenabadlair,shewearsheremotionsinherface,

thathasalwaysbeenherweakness...



Ntombi-(touchingNomaface)baby,mommyhad

errands,Iwilltakeyoutotheicecreamshop

tomorrow.Okay?

Noma-(rollshereye)khulutookmetotheicecream

shop.

Ntombisighedherdaughterisarealdramaqueen,

shetookafterherfatherwithbeingboldand

stubborn,okaymaybefromhertoo.Itreallyhard

tryingtopleaseher,whenshegetsthisfeisty.Sipho

andZandilemaketheirwaytothemaftersortingout

theirrascals....

Zandile-(smiling)sanibonani

Sipho-(Brohug)Bafo...(HugsNtombi)sisi

Sbani-niswenkeninje...(smiling)

Sipho-(laughs)kotiniwodwabafo..

Theyalllaughadmiringeachotherslooks.Siphoand



Zandilewerematching(theyoldschool)Sbaniwas

wearinganavyslimfittuxandhisfamouscrisp

whiteshirt,ofcoursehedidn'twearatie,leavingthe

twotopbuttonsopen,matchingitwithhisbronze

shoes.Heisaverysimpleman.Ntombiwaswearing

awhitecocktaildress,withlightblueflowers,

matchingitwithherlightbluepumpheels....

Sbani-(lookingatNoma)(puttingherdown)babygo

playwithotherkids.

Shewasabouttorunbutrememberedwhather

fathersaidaboutthetoothfairytakingherteethso

shewalkedslowly....

Zandile-(smiling)soyoutoodecidedtoditchus

yesterdaynight...

Sipho-(laughs)theywereexposedbabe,theparties

endedbeingcombined.Thatwhenitwasobvious

youtwowerenotpresent.



Zandile-(laughing)sinibambile

TheywatchedasSiphoandZandiletrytoguess

whattheybothgotupto,theydidn'trespondtothem

astheybothknowtheywerenottogetherlastnight,

infacttheydidnotevencalleachother,theyboth

stoodthereintheirownthoughts,theyboth

concludedintheirmindsthattheywillplayalongto

avoidquestions....

ATMA'SIWELAHOUSE

Thegatesopen,Nellydriveshercarin,Ma'Siwela

stoodbythedoorwaitingforher,Tobiwingleshis

tail,hebarks,veryeagertoseehisowner.Tobiis

Nellysdog,shehadhimwhenshewas12yearsold.

Shecouldnottakehimwithherwhenshemovedout,

theapartmentshelivesindoesnotallowpets.She

getsoutofthecar,Tobirunstoher,withhistail

dancingandtongueout....



Nelly-(bendsdown)(brusheshim)heyboy(hebarks)

heyboy,youmissedme.(Hebarks)Imissedyoutoo.

(Helicksherface)(laughing)ehw!!!Notcool

AfterherhearttoheartwithTobi,shegetsupfrom

thegroundandgoestothebootofhercar...

Nelly-(smiling)sthandwacomehelp,whatyou

standingtherefor?

Ma'Siwela-(smiles)(walkingtoher)youboughtme

goodies,Iseeyoutryingtomakemeaballoon.Yazi

kodwamtanamiallthisfoodkuzodliwaNhlanhla...

Nelly-(laughs)haybo!!!Whydoesheeathere?

AkaphekiyiniSimi?

Ma'Siwela-beatsme...

Theycarriedtheshoppingbags,withgroceriesinside

thehouse....



Ma'Siwela-howwasyesterday?

Nelly-...(silent)...

Ma'Siwela-(lookingather)yinwenzen?

Nelly-(sighs)Idon'twanttotellyouyetma.But

yesterdaywasadisaster.Somethingdoesn'tendup.

ButIwilltellyouwhenIhaveallthefacts.

Ma'Siwela-(worried)whycan'tyoutellmenow?Why

youkeepingsecrets??YouknowIlovewhenwe

openwitheachother.

Nelly-mom!!Please...

Ma'Siwela-(sighs)okay.Promiseyouwilltellme

eventually.

Nelly-Ipromise(smiles)...lethavebraaitodayasa

family.Wecaninvite,LungieyandMa'Nxumaloor

andMbali.

Ma'Siwela-(smiles)greatidea.I'lltellyourbrothers

tobringextrameat.

Nelly-weshouldinviteSimitoo,IfeelbadthatI



hardlytalkwithher.I'vebeensocareerdrivenand

devotedtoSizwe,Iputeveryoneelseattheback

seat.

Ma'Siwela-(smiles)donotbetohardonyourself

baby,I'msuretheyunderstand.

Theyfinishunpackingthegroceries,Nellysphone

vibrates,thenumberisnotregisteredonherphone.

Shelooksatitandhesitatestoanswerit.She

choosesnottoanswerit.

Ma'Siwela-(raisingheeyebrow)andwenot

answeringbecause?

Nelly-(rollshereyes)thenumberisnotregistered...

Ma'Siwela-so???

Nellyisabouttorespondtohermotherwhenher

phonevibratesagain.Itstillthesamenumber.She

answersit...



Nelly-hello

Girl-hello,isthisMissSiwela?

Nelly-yes,ngikhulumanobani?

Girl-uhmmmIgotyournumberfromShaka,my

nameisZenandeDlamini,I'mthegirlyou...

Nelly-oh,theoneI'msupposetomentor.Shakatold

meaboutyou.

Zee-ummIwaswonderingifitwouldbeokayifI

movetoday.IknowtheagreementwasMonday.I

justthought...

Nelly-(smiles)itokay,youdon'thavetoexplain.It

woulddogoodtogettoknoweachotherbeforewe

startbeingserious(Frowns)uhmmtheproblemis

I'mnotathome,I'matmymothershouse.

Zee-oh...uhmitfine...

Nelly-(smiling)uhmmOkay,gotomyplace,I'lltext

youmycode,youwon'tneedakey.Afriendofmine

willcomeandpickyouup,wehavingabraaihereat

home.Pleasecome,packyourtoiletriesandover



nightbag.Doesthatsoundokay?

Zee-(smiles)yeah..thankyou.ShouldIbring

anythingforthebraai?

Nelly-(smiling)uhmmyoudon'thavetoo,butifyou

want,pleasebringajarofarchar.

Zee-okay.Pleasesendmeyourapartmentlocation.

Icangivetheuberdriver.

Nelly-okay.Bye.

Shehangedup....

Ma'Siwela-yaboyoualmostdidn'tanswerKantiit

wasimportant...

Nelly-hheyitellmeaboutit.MamaIneedtocall

LungieyandMbali.YouwillcallyoursonsandSimi.

Nellywenttothelivingroomtomakethecalls.

Ma'Siwelawenttothebedroomtomakehercalls.



ATCOLLISHEENESTATEBALITO

Weddingreception...

Chorusx2

Webhutiwebhuti

Webhutiminandihambanawe

Webhutiwebhuti

Webhutiminandihambanawe

Verse1

Ngithandanaleway

Unguyongakhona

Webhutiminandihambanawe

Ngithandanaleway

Uculangakhon



Webhutiminandihambanawe

Ehndihambanawe

Heindihambanawe

Webhutiminandihambanawe

Webhutindihambanawe,

Webhutindihambanawe

Webhutiminandihambanawe

Verse2x2

Ndafikaendaweningibonaabantu

Ehhufak'umfanawam

Ugcwel'umfanawami

Ngathiloyalobhutiloya

Isokaisokalami

Mafikizolowasbuzzingthroughthespeakersasthe



brideandgroomenteredthereception,theyjust

camebackfromtakingphotos.Itwasfunandjolly

astheymadetheirwaytotheirtable...

Sane-(smiling)ohmyGod,Ican'tbelieveyoumade

medoavosho.

Sizwe-(laughs)whichyoufailedmiserablytryingto

doit.

Theylaughed,Sanewasreallyhappy,althoughthey

werealreadymarriedbut,nothingcanbeatthefeel

ofwearingawhitedress,dancingyourwayinside

thereception,justtheatmosphereaweddingbrings.

Shelovedthismanandshewilllovehimuntilher

dyingdays.

Sizwe-(lookingathersmiling)wediditbabe.

(Kissingherhand)

Sane-(smiling)hellyeah,wedonediditalright.

Sizwe-(laughs)whatEnglishisthat???HhayiIwant



myLobolaback.

Sane-(laughsplayfullyhittinghim)...Nellydidnot

come...

Sizwe-(sighs)Ididnotsendhertheinvitebabe.

Sane-(lookingathim)Sizwe,yousaidyoudid.Ijust

wantedustoclearthings.

Sizwe-(sighs)babeIjustfeltlikeinvitingher,it

wouldlooklikewerubbingitonherface.

Sane-yeahmaybeyouright....

MC-Djpausethemusic,counsellorKweyamawill

liketoshareafewwordstothenewlywedsandall

theotheryoungmarriedpupils.

Theirmarriagecounsellorfromchurchtooktheto

stage.....

Kweyama-sanibonani,italwaysnicetoseeyoung

mentakeresponsibilityandbecomefamilymen.A



marriageisaunionoftwoanditrequiresteamwork

tostartandmaintainahealthyrelationship.However,

eachpersonhasaroletoplayonthisteamoflove.

Youhaveheardthephrase“happywife,happylife”

andithappenstobetheoneofthefewthingsthat

bothmenandwomencanagreeonatalltimesina

relationship.(Laughs)Icanvouchthatthisworksat

alltimes.Alwayslistentoyourwife.Listeningtoher

doesnotmeansheisright,butyoulistentokeepthe

peace.Oncethewomanishappy,theneverybodyis

happy.

(Laughterandafewwhisperseruptsfromthe

guests)

Kweyama-Divorceinyoungpeopleisveryhigh.It

wouldbeeasytoblameourhighrateofmarital

failureonthingslikenotspendingenoughquality

timetogether,allowingbitternessandresentmentto

buildinourheartsandfailingtokeep

communicationlinesopen,whichyouyoungpeople



areguiltyofthesealot.There’snoendtobooks,

articlesandseminarsthattellyouhowtoimprove

theseandmanyotheraspectsofyourrelationship,

butthesearejustbooks,italluptothecouple.But

whilequalitytime,forgivenessandcommunication

arevitallyimportanttocreatingahappymarriage,if

suchthingsaren’thappening,it’susuallyasignofa

muchdeeperproblem.Anduntilthisproblemis

addressed,noamountofexternalbehavior

modificationwillwork...

NtombilooksatSbaniasthecounsellorwordsring

inherhead.Sipholooksathisbrother,ineverything

thatthepastorhassaideveryonewastouched,you

couldnothelpbutdoaselfintrospectionbutnot

Sbani.Sbaniwasjusthisemotionlessself.He

lookedblankandnotmovedevenonebit.Bless

lookedathisfriendandthanNtombi,hesighed

feelingsorryforher.Hisfriendhasreachedthat

levelof"done"Hehadhopemaybewatchinghislittle

sistergetmarriedandlistentoafewspeakers,he

wouldatleastconsiderrethinkingthiswholething,



whatsuprisedBlessalsowasNtombisreaction,she

lookedtouchedbutitonlywasforjustasecond.He

startedtowonderifthereismoretothesetwothan

whattheylettingon....

Sbaniexcusedhimselffromthetableandwent

outside.HetookouthisphoneanddailedNellys

number...

Ringing...

ATMA'SIWELAHOUSE

Nellyandhermomwerebusypreparingsaladsand

settingthetable.WhenNellysphonevibrated,she

lookedatthescreenandsawhisname,shesighed,

shereallydidnotwanttospeaktohimrightnow,

especiallybecauseofhowheismakingherfeelat

themoment,shedeclinedthecall,puttingherphone

onsilent,hermomlookedather..



Ma'Siwela-andthan?

Nelly-lutho..

Shetooktheplatestothelivingroom...

ATCOLLISHEENESTATEBALITO

Sbanikepttryingherphonebutitjustkeptringing

unanswered,Siphocameandstoodbehindhim....

Sbani-comeon,pickupthephone...

Sipho-(annoyed)yougottobefuckingkiddingme....
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Hedroppedthecallandturnedlookingathisbrother.

Hewasalreadyirritated,hecouldfeelhisbrother

wasgoingtoirritatehimevenmore....

Sbani-(annoyed)canIhelpyou....

Sipho-(irratated)really??Youjustgoingtostand

thereandseenothingwrongwithwhatyoudoing..

Sbani-whatamIdoingvele?AsfarasIam

concernedIwasmakingacall.

Sipho-(sarcasticallylaughs)donottrytobesmart.I

knowyouwerecallingher.Didyouhavetoleave

yourwifeandcomemakeacalltoyourmistress?

Sbani-(annoyed)sheisnotmymistress.Foryour

owngoodrefrainyourselffromcallingherany

names.

Sipho-(shakinghishead)youevendefendingthis

girlnow,wow!!!Youneedtostopthisnow.Whatwill

peoplesay??

Sbani-(annoyed)youknowasfaraspeopleare

concernedIjustexcusedmyselffromthetable.But



becauseSbanisgodmotherdecidedtofollowhim,

nowyouhavemadeitathing.JustsoyouknowIdo

notgiveafuckwhatpeoplethinkorsay.

Sipho-assoonasthisinfatuationforthisgirldies

downandyourealisesheisnotallthat,yougoingto

rememberme.

Sbani-Iwouldnotcountonthathappening...

Sipho-Ithinkitwouldbebestifshestopworkingfor

us.IheardtheywantherinCapeTown.

Sbani-(laughs)getoveryourself,nxi!

HewasabouttowalkoutwhenSiphospoke....

Sipho-Iwonderwhatwilldadsayaboutherlittle

clubincident...

Sbanistoppedandlookedathim,howdidheknow

aboutlastnight.Helookedathimoncemoreand

realisedgonewastheinnocentbigbrotherSipho,



themannowinfrontofhimwasascoldashewas.

Whathappeninghere?...

Sipho-(staringathim)ohyeslittlebrother,Iknow

aboutyourwhereaboutsyesterdaynight.(Walking

closertohim)sheneedstogo,sheiscloudingyour

judgementandthreateningyourmarriage...

Sbani-(annoyed)fuckyou...

Sipho-lethergoor....(sighs)Iwillshowdadher

video...

Sbani-(annoyed)youwouldn't...

Sipho-Tryme...Iwonderwhatwilltheclientsthink....

Sbanimovesfromhimshakinghishead,hetakes3

stepsandturnsbacklookingathisbrother...

Sbani-Ihopeyouknowwhatyoujuststarted....



Sbaniwalksbackinside,bumpingShakainthedoor,

ShakalookedatSbaniface,helookedpissedand

readytomurdersomeone.Hehasneverseenhim

thisangry.Sbanihasalwayshadangerissuesbuthe

isbetternow,lookingathimnowShakawasnotso

sureanymore.ShakawalkedoutandfoundSipho

standingoutside....

Shaka-(lookingathim)dude,uthenikuSbani?

Sipho-Ijustsavedhismarriage.

Shaka-(confused)huh?!..

Sipho-(sighs,pattinghishoulder)seeyouinside

kid...

HewalkedawayleavingShakastandingthereeven

moreconfused....

Meanwhileinside....



SbanispottedBlesschattingtosomewoman,he

wasprobablytryingtoscore,hewalkeduptohim...

Sbani-(fakesmile)heybeautiful,canIstealhimfor

justaminute..

Girl-(blushes)okay...

Sbanifakedsmileagainandwinkedatthegirl

makingherblushevenmore.Theymovedfurther

fromher...

Bless-dudereally??YourAdonisselfiskillingmy

game.

Sbani-(staringathim)Ineedyourhelp

Bless-(seriousface)whatisit?

Sbani-(gavehimthelook)

Bless-(shocked)Sbani!!!No....

Sbani-(gavehimthelookagain)



Bless-(staringathim)who?

Sbani-(staringdirectlyathim)Sipho...

Bless-(shocked)nowayman,heisyourbrother.

Sbani-youwon'tkillhim,justhavehimhostageuntil

IgetwhatIwantfromhim.

Bless-letnottalkhere,toomanyearslistening.

Sbani-okay.

Blesswentbacktothegirlhewasflirtingwith,while

Sbaniwentbacktotheirtable,findingSiphositted,

hesatdownandpouredhimselfwhiskey.Sipho

lookedathimwiththe"dotherightthingface"while

Sbanismirkedathim.Thissomehowdidnotsitwell

withSipho,atsomepointtheythoughtSbaniwas

bipolar,butthedoctordiagnosedhimwithjustanger

issues,andforhimtoattendangermanagement

classes.Heknewhisbrothercanbethedevil

himselfifhechosetobe,butnowwasnotthetime

todoubthimselfhehadtoshowhisbrotherhe

meantbusiness....



ATMA'SIWELAHOUSE

Mthokowaspreparingthemeat,whiledrinkinghis

canofcastlelight.Nellycametohimwithmore

meat...

Nelly-Bafowehavemoremeat,Nhlanhlabought

porkchops,Ihavealreadymarinatedit.

Mthoko-okay,Iwillbraaitheporkseparately

becausesomepeopledonoteatit.

Nelly-yeahIwasabouttosaythat.Ishouldtell

Nhlanhlatocomehelpyouhere,akenziluthoinside

thehouse.Justbusychattingupastormwith

Lungiey.

Mthoko-(shakeshishead)whyamInotsuprised....

Meanwhileinsidethekitchen....



Ma'SiwelahandedMa'Nxumaloaglassofcooldrink

andtwochocolatebrownies...

MaSiwela-(smiles)hereyougodarli,snackonthese

whilewewaitforthemeat.

MaNxumalo-(smiles)Ngiyabongasthandwa,heh!!

Whenwasthelasttimeweweretogetherlikethis?It

beentoolong.

MaSiwela-true,Ithinkwelastgottogetherwhenwe

werecelebratingNellyandSizwesengagement.

MaNxumalo-(sighs)Eyngobaloyo,Idonoteven

wanttomentionhisname.Uyangidinanje.

MaSiwela-(sighs)Ijustwishmydaughtercanallow

herselftohealfromthis.Idonottrustthisfrontshe

isputtingup,Ifeelittosoon.Shehasnotdealtwith

this,insteadshesweptitunderthecarpet.

MaNxumalo-thatnotgood.(Sighs)Lungieyis

Sizwessister.Wefoundouttwomonthsback.

MaSiwela-(shocked)ohthixo!!!!Kanjani?Imeanyou

didnotknowallthistime.



MaNxumalo-(ashamed)Ey..themannevertoldme

hewasmarried.HeranjustafterhefoundoutIwas

pregnant,Ineverreallyknewmuchabouthim.

MaSiwela-(sighs)Nxi!Amadoda...Sheneedstosit

downwithherfriend,ithastobesoonthoughbut

yourightnottoday.

MaNxumalo-yeah,(bitingherbrownie)hmmm

ashayakhonalamakhekhe.

Thebothwomencontinuetolaughandcatchup....

Outside..

MbaliparksherPOLOTSI,whenherandZenandetry

togetoutthecar,Tobicomesbarkingatthem,they

bothclosetheirdoorandlaughateachother....

Mbali-(laughing)Yhooothisbitchdidnottellme

theyhaveadog.



Zenande-ityourfirsttimehere?

Mbali-yeah,wejustrecentlystartedbeingfriends.

Letmecallher,thereisnowayI'mexitingmycar

withthatbeastthere...

Zenande-(laughs)itquitebighey.ItaGerman

shepherd.

MbalidialsNellysnumber,itrings3timesandshe

answers...

Nelly-(smiles)sthandwa

Mbali-hhayidonotsthandwame,wozazobambalo

mgodoyiwakho

Nellys-(laughs)okayIamcoming...

Shehangsup,.....Nellymakesherwaytothefrontof

thehouse,Tobismellsherbeforeshecancometo

view,heisalreadywinglinghistail...



Nelly-(laughs,brushinghishead)theyscaredof

suchacutefella...

NellyreachesMbaliscarandstandsnexttohercar

window....

Mbali-hhayimaniNellychasethatthingaway.

Nelly-(laughs)IdonotknowwhyyouscaredofTobi,

hewon'tbiteyou.

Mbali-(shakingherhead)youevengavethedoga

name,youpeoplearetoowhiteformyliking.Backat

easterncapeeverydogthereisspootie...

Theybothburstoutlaughing,Zenandegetsoutof

thecarwithhersmallovernightbagandafew

goodiestheyboughtwithMbali.Nellymakesher

waytowheresheisstanding...

Nelly-(smiles)youmustZenande?



Zee-(smiles)yes.Nicetomeetyou.(Givesherhand

forashake)

Nelly-(smileshuggingher)handshakesaretoocold

formyliking,theyonlymeantforpeopleyoudo

businesswith.

Zee-(smiles)understood.Youhomeisverybeautiful.

Nelly-(Laughs)whenyouseemymomtellherthat.

Youwillforeverbeherfavourite.

Thegirlslaughastheymaketheirwayinsidethe

house.TheyfindLungieyandNhlanhlaintheliving

roomhavingadeepconversationassoonasthey

seethegirls,Lungieystandsupandcomestowards

them...

Lungiey-Ididnotknowyouinvitedotherpeople

Nelly-(raisinghereyebrow)whatotherpeople?Itold

MbaliiscomingandZenandethegirlItoldyou

about.

Lungiey-(sighs)okaymaybethatcameoutwrong.



(Smiles)(lookingatZee)heyIamLungiey.

Zee-ZenandeDlamini

Lungiey-(lookingatZee&Nelly)youtwolookalike

yazi.

Mbali-Iagreewithyouthere.

Nhlanhlawalkstothem...

Nhlanhla-(smiles)ladiesniyaphila?...

Mbali-(smiles)yes,Nhlanhlaright?Iknowwemetat

thehospitalbutitwasnotthatformalgreeting.

LungieyfrownsathowMbaliissmilingatNhlanhla,

shemovesclosertohim...

Nhlanhla-(smiles)yesmylady.Youmustbethe

bubblyMbali.(LookingatZee)helloyounglady..

Zee-sawubonabhuti...



Nhlanhla-(smiling)youdefinitelylooklikemysister.

Zee-(smiles)hhayisheistoobeautiful.

Nelly-(laughs)nonsense,comeletgogreetmy

mom.

Theyallmaketheirwaytothekitchen.Nhlanhla

goesoutsidetojoinMthoko...

Mthokowasbraaingthelastbatch,themeatshould

bereadyinthenext30minutes.Nhlanhlawalksup

tohim,takeacanofcastlelight...

Nhlanhla-(smiles)eitaultimatebraaimaster.

Mthoko-(notlookingathim)sho

Nhlanhla-(smiles)thereahotchickinside,hername

isZenande,youshouldtryyourluck(laughs)ittime

yougetbackinthegameBafo.

Mthoko-(turnsthemeat)okay



Nhlanhla-(lookingathisbrother)Bafouright?

Mthoko-(stillnotlookingathim)yeah

Nhlanhlasighslookingathisbrother,somethingis

definitelywrong.....

30minuteslater.....

Theyallgatheratthetable,Simihasnotarrivedyet,

anemptychairisleftforhernexttoNhlanhla....

Lungiey-(lookingattheemptychair)whoisthe

emptychairfor?

MaSiwela-Simi,Ithinksheisrunninglate.

Nhlanhlachokesonhissaliva,Lungieystiffenson

herchair,Mthokonoticesthechangeofbody

languagefromthebothofthem.Heshakeshishead.



Theyhearacarpullup,Tobibarksforafewminutes,

Simishowsuplookingbeautifulasalways.Dark

beauty,darktonedskin,perfectteeth,afrohairand

hergorgeousthickbody.Sheiswearingalongblack

fitteddress,blacksandals.Shegreetseveryone,she

givesMa'Siwelaherbouquetofflowers,takesher

seatnexttoherhusband,makingNhlanhlabe

betweenLungieyandher....

Nelly-(smiles)thoughtyouwillditchus.

Simi-(smiles)wouldnotmissitfortheworld.

(LookingatZee)hawumahIthoughtNellywasyour

onlydaughter.

Zee-(smiling)ohmyGod!!!IguessIshouldgetused

tothis.Wehave2weeksofbeingtogether.

Nelly-(laughs)Simi,Iamtheonlydaughter,Zenande

isjustafriend.

Simi-(suprised)wow!!!

MaSiwela-hhayienough,MthokogiveusGrace,

ngyafaindlala...



TheyallholdhandsasMthokosaysprayer,afterthe

littleprayer,theyallstartservingthemselvesfrom

thevariousmeatoptionsandsaladsonthetable.

Everynowandthanaconversationwillsparkup.

Mostlytheyweremoreinterestedonknowing

Zenande,shewasgladnobodyaskedherabouther

familythatonetopicshedidnotwanttoengagein.

Shefoundherselffreearoundthemthough,she

neverreallyfeltlikeanoutsider.Sheisnotapeople

personbutshefoundherselfenjoyingMbali,Nelly

andnotforgettingMaSiwela,shelovedthemotherly

loveshegotfromher,somethingshedefinitelynot

usedto.Everythingwasfineuntilthetwooldwomen

startedtalkingaboutMthokoandLungieys

relationship...

MaSiwela-Mysonhadaperfectgirlhere,(smiles)I

stillwishforhertobemydaughterinlaw.

MaNxumalo-(smiles)Mthokosiziwasthebestfor

Lungiey,theylookedsocutetogether.Cometothink



ofit,InevermetanyboyafterMthoko.

MaSiwela-Yeah...Mthokoneverbroughtanygirl

homeeither.

Nelly-Mom!!!(Shakingherhead)

MaSiwela-(lookingatNelly)what?!!!Iwant

grandchildren,IhadhopewithyouandSizwebut

lookhowthatturnedout.NhlanhlaandSimitooare

takingsolong.LungieyandMthokoweremy

favourite...

Simi-(smiling)actuallyIhavegreatnewstoshare

withyouguys....(lookingatLungiey)Iam6months

pregnant..

MaSiwelascreamsgettingupthetable,singing

joyussong.ShekissesSimiallovertheface,making

herandeveryoneexceptLungieyandNhlanhlalaugh.

Mthokolooksatthetwolovebirds,theylooksosour

rightnow.Nhlanhlalooksshockedmorethan

anything.LungieylooksatNhlanhlawithtears

threateningtocomeout....



Nelly-(smiles)congratulationssisi,

Simi-Ngiyabongasthandwa(smiles)

Mbali-youdonotlookpregnantthough...

Simi-(smiles)yeahIcouldnotbelieveittoo.The

doctorssayitnormalthough,theysaidIwillshow

probablyonmy7thmonth.

Nelly-(smiles)nowthatyouIlookatyou,you

actuallyhavegained

MaNxumalo-(lookingatMaSiwela)(smiles)

ngiyakubongelasisi...

Lungiey-(standingup)excuseme(shewalkstothe

bathroom)

Theconversationcontinuetoflowaroundthetable,

Nhlanhlahasnotsaidanythingyet....

Nhlanhla-(standsup)excuseme



HewalksofftogolookforLungiey,Similooksat

himandShakesherhead.Shedoesnotcareabout

thattheirmarriageismostlydone,sheaccepted

longagothatNhlanhlalovesLungieybuttheleasthe

coulddoislookexcitedfortheirbaby.Nellysphone

vibrates,shelooksatthecalleranditSbaniagain,

shedeclinesit.Sheputsherphoneonsilent.Her

momlooksather.Herphoneslightsup,Sbaniis

callingagain.Shedeclinesthecallagain.Againher

momlooksather.Herphoneslightsupagain,this

timeindicatingthatshehasatextmessage.She

picksitupandreadsthetext...

Sbani

"Idonotunderstandwhyyourejectingmycalls.Iam

outsideyourmothershouse.ComeoutorIcome

inside"

Shegetsupfromthetable,excusesherself,

forgettingherphoneonthetable,shemakesher



wayoutsidethehouseandspotshisJeepfew

blocksawayfromherhouse.Shesighsandwalksto

hiscar.Meanwhilehermompicksherphonefrom

thetablebeforeitswitchesoffandreadsSbanistext

message,shegoestothecalllogandseesthatheis

theoneshehasbeenrejectingcallsfromthewhole

day...

InSbaniscar...

Nelly-(takingadeepbreath)lookwehaveasmall

gettogetherinside,Icannotreallytalkrightnow.

Sbani-(lookingather)(sternvoice)youdidthis,if

youjustansweredmycallsIwouldnotbehereright

now.Ngenzeni?Weleftthegymongoodterms,

hourslatermycallsarebeingrejected(raisinghis

eyebrows)

Nellylooksathim,heislookingreallygood,shedid

notreallytakeagoodlookathimwhentheylefther



house.Suitsaremadeforhisbody.Shefound

herselffeelingreallyhotrightnow,hissternvoiceis

turningheron,makingherbeandance.Whydoeshe

havethisaffectonher.God!!Andwhenheraisedhis

browmakinghissmallscarvisible,helookedsinfully

hot...

Nelly-uhmm,it...it...nothing,canwetalklater...

Sbani-(sternvoice)NO...(startedthecar)(lockingall

doors)

Nelly-(heartbeating)Sbaniwenzani?Youcannot

driveaway.

Sbani-(raisinghiseyebrow)Icannot?...weneedto

talk,Iamdrivingtoyourplace.

Nelly-(heartbeating)whatwrongwithyou?

(Shouting)USANGENE!!

Sbaniignoredherashecontinuedtodrive,Nelly

heartpoundedasshethoughtoftheideawithbeing

withhimalone,shefearedshewillnotbeableto



resisthim.Sheisnotstupid,sheknowshewants

her,thiswasarecipefordisaster...

Meanwhilebackatthehouse...

MaSiwelaexcusedherselffromthetable,shetook

Nellysphonewithher,asshemadeherwaytothe

kitchentousethebackdoortogolookforher

daughter,sheheardvoicesandawomansniffing

downthepassage,shemadeherwaythroughthe

passagetolistenclearer,whenshegotthere,she

recognizedthevoicestobehersonandLungieybut

whatsheheardnext,shewasnotready.....

SeeyouMonday
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Thenextday



ATNELLYSAPARTMENT

Shelaidawakeinhisarms,thinkingaboutyesterday,

shetracedhisarmswithherfingers,hispalms,she

playedwithhisfingers,thanshefeltit,hisring,she

stoppedherfingers,herwholebodywentstiff.He

wasawakethiswholetime,healreadyknowswhat

goingoninherhead,hefearedherregrettingthis....

Sbani-youareregrettingyesterday?

Nelly-(sighs)no....

Sbani-but??

Nelly-Isleptwithanotherwomansman,someones

husband,whatdoesthatmakeme?

Heturnedheraroundmakingherfacehim,wrapping

hisarmsaroundherstill,bringinghercloser.

Lookingathergorgeousmorningface,hecould

nevergettiredofjustlookingather,ifitwasnotany

clearernowitis,hewasinlovewithher,butthe



questionstillremains,doesshefeelthesameabout

him...

Sbani-Iamnotdenyingthatwhatwedidwaswrong

butthatisformetoworryaboutnotyou,imina

oshadilenotyou.YounotNtombisfriends,therefore

youdonotoweheranyloyalty.IwantedtowaitbutI

failed.Listenletnotdiscussthisnowandspoilour

firstmorningtogether.Letstayinourbubblefornow.

Nelly-(smiles)Ifeeldifferenttoday..

Sbani-differentgoodIhope

Nelly-yeah...

Sbani-(babykissingher)youmywomannow...

Nelly-(laughs)noIamnot.Youlookgoodwhenyou

smile.

Sbani-youmakemesmile,youturningmesoft

woman.Onlymydaughtercandothat.

Nelly-(smiles)yourfacejustlitup,shemustbe

somethingspecial



Sbani-(smiles)sheis,youwillmeetherwhenthe

timeisright.Doyouwantkids?

Nelly-I...(sighs)Idon'tknow,maybeIdo.Iwas

goingtogetmarriedthanhaveababy,Ihadalready

startedgoingtofamilyplanningclasses,Iguess

aftertheSizwesaga,ababyisnotanoptionright

now.

Sbani-whydoyoustillhavehisclothesinyour

closet?

Nelly-Inoticedtoo,Iwasgoingtomailthemtohim,

orhavehimcollectthem.

Sbani-mailthem,Idonotwanthimhere...(looking

ather)doyoustilllovehim?

Nelly-(sighs)Iamnotinlovewithhimanymore,his

heartiswithyoursisterIhaveacceptedthat.ButI

stillcareabouthim,atsomepointwewerefriends,

lovers,potentialsoulmates,Iguessitonlynormal

thatIcannothatehim.

Sbani-thewayyoutalkingitlike,hewasyourvirgin

breaker...



Nelly-(silent)....(lookingathim)

Sbani-(looksather)hetookyourvirginity...wow!!!

.......(Sternvoice)youneedtogetridofhisclothes

realquick,thatwhyyoustillthinkabouthim,his

clothesarehere...

Heremovedhisarmsaroundher,helookedupthe

ceilingprocessingwhathejustheard.Hebrushed

hisfacewithhishands.Shecouldseehewas

irritated,shesighedandgotup,sittingontopofhim,

herhandsonhischest....

Nelly-Iwillmailthemtoday.

Sbani-(sighs)(placedhishandsonherwaist)ifyou

don'tIwillpunishyou..

Nelly-(smiles)(feelinghishardboner)youcanbring

whipsandchains,(loweringherbody,whispersin

hisear)fuckhisfeelingofmybody...

Hequicklyturnedherover,withherscreamingand



giggling,gettingontopofher.Theytrulywereliving

insidetheirownbubble..

ATTHEZULUHOUSEHOLD

Theywereallgatheredatthebreakfasttable,Sbani

wastheonlyonenotpresentatthebreakfasttable.

Uncle1-UphiSbanisezwe?

Aunt1-(lookingatNtombi)makoti

Ntombi-uhmmhe..

Bless-uhmmmauntyhehadanemergencytoattend

toearlythismorning

Aunt1-(lookingatBless)ungubaniwena?Ubanilo

mfanawesilungu?Ngikhulumanomakotimina?

Bless-ngiyaxolisaauntieifIdisrespectedyou.

MrZulu-itokayson...Iamsurehewillfillusin

abouthisabsencewhenhecomesback.



Sipho-(annoyed)whyareweallactinglikeasazi

ukuthiukephi,IamdonedancingtoSbanistune.

MrsZulu-(reprimandinghim)Sipho!!!

Ntombi-(crying)malume,Sbanididnotsleephere

lastnight,angimaziukuthukephi,hisphoneison

voicemail,(sniffs)mymarriageisfallingapart...

Zandile-(lookingatNtombi)Ntombi!!!!(Shakingher

head)ayenziwalentooyenzayosisi.

Sipho-No..letherbe,younottheonemarriedtothat

selfishbastard.

Shaka-Sipho!!!!IagreewithZandile,whatNtombiis

doingisnotright,shecannotironhermarriage

problemslikethis....

Aunt1-hhhehh!!!!Nithulinjeniyazikuthiukephi

Sbani,kodwakadengabonakuthiwenaNoziwe(Mrs

Zulu)uyamutotosauSbani

Uncle1-(lookingatMrZulu)whenSbanigetshome,

wewillhaveafamilymeeting...

Shaka-(lookingatNtombi,irritated)therewillbeno

meeting,Ntombisparentneedtobeherealso,since



shedecidedtogetpeopleinvolved,itonlyfairher

parentsarealsocalledin.Wecannotjusttakeher

sideonlyinthismatter.

Aunt2-Thulawena(pointingatShaka)uyingane,

wazini?Lebeleusikhulumelaisingisila,awuzazi

kuthiungumZuluNxi!!

Shaka-withallduerespectauntie,ngiyazi...

Aunt1-ayi!!!THULA!!!Abanilabojujukhuluma

ngoba...

Therewastomuchshoutinggoingon,emotions

werehigh,MrZululookedathisfamilysilent,

disasterwasontheway.Theywerestillarguingand

shoutingwhenSbanienteredthelivingroom

wearingfreshclothes.Everyonewentquietashe

stoodbeforethemwithablankboredface...

Sbani-Sanibona...

ATMA'SIWELAHOUSE



MaSiwelaandZenandehavejustfinishedeating

breakfast,Zeeclearedthetable.Itbeen10minutes

sinceSbanidroppedheroff,butshehasbeen

standingoutsidethegatelikeagirlthatsneakedout

nowscaredofenteringherhome.Shetakesadeep

breathandentersthecodeforthegate,sheenter

theyard,Tobibarksexcitedlyather,shesmiles

brushinghisheadandnervouslygoesinsidethe

house.ShewalkstothequestionandfindsZeeand

hermominthekitchen...

Nelly-Sanibonani

Zee-(smiles)hellosisi

MaSiwela-Zeebabypleaseexcuseus,Iwillfinishup

here.

Zee-okayma.

Zenandeleavesthekitchen,MaSiwelaslapsNellyon

herrightcheek...



MaSiwela-uphumaphi?

Nelly-(holdshercheek)ma,Ihadanemergencywith

aclient..

MaSiwela-(slapsheragain)lettryagain,uphumaphi?

Nelly-(holdshernowredcheek)ma,I

MaSiwela-(slapsheragain)isthiswhatyouarenow?

Usulalanamadodaashadile,

Nelly-(lookingdown)nothinghappened...

MaSiwela-(holdingherwrist)lookatthis,buka

imikhubayakho,ubuyakondidwasfebe.Nxi!

Yanginyanyisatakeyourshitungiphumeleendlini

yam.Zenandewillbestayinghere,Iwilldropher

everydayatyourworkplace.Idonotwantyou

teachingheryourfilthyways....

ItshortthatbecauseI'matwork...
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ATMASIWELAHOUSE

Nellygoestohermomsbedroom,shefindsher

restinginherbedwithabibleinherhands.She

takesadeepbreathgoestositnexttoher...

MaSiwela-youstillhere...didInotaskyoutoleave

myhouse.

Nelly-(sighs)youdid,butIhavesomethingtosay,

youdonothavetotalkjustlistenplease.

MaSiwela-(shouting)NO..!!!Iamangryrightnow,

canyoujustgivemespace,canyoudothat.Youand

yourbrotherwillsendmetomyearlygrave...

Nelly-(lookingather)okay.ButMom,Zenandehas

tocomewithme.SomethingsIwouldhavetoteach

herathome....

MaSiwela-ufunakungidina??Ufunamoyawami?I

toldyouZenandestays.Youwillteachherthose

thingshereinmyhousethanleaveafterthat.Now

pleasecelauhambe.



Shesighedandwalkedoutherroom,shehates

disappointingher,hermomisherbiggestsupporter,

shemakesherwaytotheguestroomfindingZee

layingonthebedbusyinherphone....

Nelly-(smiles)knock!!CanIcomein?

Zee-(sittingup)yeah,

Nelly-unjani?

Zee-(smiles)Iamokay,underthecircumstances.

Nelly-(sighs)Iamsorry,youhadtowitnessthat.If

thedramaistoomuchforyou,Iwouldunderstandif

youfindanewmentor.

Zee-(smiles)yourpersonalaffairsdonothave

anythingtodowithyourworksisi,Shakasaysyou're

thebestandIbelievehim.Doyouthinkyourmom

willforgiveyourbrother?

Nelly-(confused)Mybrother?

Zee-ohyoudonotknow....Iprobablyshouldnotsay



anything.

Nelly-tellmeIwillfindoutanyway.

Zee-yourfriendLungieyispregnant,andyour

brotheristhefather.

Nelly-(shocked)Lungieyispregnant!!!Nowonder

theglowonher.....(thinking)whywouldmomhavea

problemifMthokoisthefather,shepractically

worshipsthemtogether.

Zee-becauseMthokoisnotthefather...

Nelly-Ifheisnotthefatherthanwhois........(gasps,

holdinghermouth)Nhlanhla

Zee-(nodding)yeah.

Nelly-ohmyGod!!!Simi?Ohgod,whathasLungiey

done...MthokoJesus,thismustbekillinghim,my

brotherisverysensitive...(takingherphone,dailing

him)Ohgod...

Thephonekeptonringingandringingbutnoone

answered,shedailedMthokonumberagainbutthe

samethinghappenedagain....



ATTHEZULUHOUSEHOLD

Aunt1-bukanje,norespect,ihloniphoayibonwala

Uncle1-(lookingatSbani)weneedtotalkndodana.

Aunt2-hlalaphansi,ungasimelisibadalakuwe

Uncle2-Chandodana,gototheloungewewilltalk

there.Fornowwewillnotinvolvethewomeninour

discussion.Sipho,Shakafollowus.

MrsZulu-(gettingup)IwillaskMavistoprepare

itiyeandbringtoyou.

Aunt2-hehehe!!!KantiubafouganeuMavis

Aunt1-MxmthisoneistooEnglish,hersisterwas

theperfectwifeformybrother,

Uncle2-Makotikulungilewedonotneedthetea,

phumulaitbeenalongmorning.Ungabanakilaba

sebadlulelangokukhuluma.



Themenmaketheirwaytothelivingroom,thetwo

auntsleftthetablewhileshoutinghowMrsZuluis

notgoodenough,andherspoiltkids.MrsZulu,

ZandileandNtombiclearthetable...

Zandile-(lookingatNtombi)youhavedugagrave

thatistoodeepforyousisi.Imaynotknowallyour

maritalproblemsbutIknowthatthingsarenotdone

thisway,youembarrassedyourhusbandaswellas

mamanobaba.Iftheproblemsarebiggerthanyou,

youcouldhavesatmamanobabadownfirst,pour

outeverythingwithyourhusbandpresent.Thanif

theproblemisbiggerthanthem,itwouldforce

babashandtocallbothfamiliestositdown.Iam

verydisappointedinyousisi,Ithoughtyouheardme

whenItalkedtoyoutheotherday.

Ntombi-Ifeellikenooneisonmyside,youallhave

noticedSbanisstrangebehaviourbutnoneofyou

guysreprimandedhim,butIgetit,heisyoursonit

onlyfairyoutakehisside.IamshockedatyouZah,I

thoughtyouweremyfriend,Ithoughtyou

understoodmysituationbetter.



MrsZulu-(lookingatNtombi)youaremydaughter

andIloveyou.ButIamhurtbyyourwords.Ntombi

haveyoueversatdownandtalkedtomeaboutyour

problems,theonlytimeInoticedTensionbetween

youtwo,wasthedayweallhaddinnerandyou

talkedaboutthepregnancyissueandresigningat

work.AsfarasIknowthattheonlyproblemyou

have.NowIamstartingtothinkyouguyscameback

fromChinawithproblemsIdonotknowoff.Your

problemhasalwaysbeencommunicationNtombi,

youexpecttobeunderstoodatalltimes,youdonot

wanttobetoldorlistentowhattheotherpersonis

saying.Ntombithemostimportantpartofmarriage

istoensureyoustaymarried.Youstaymarriedby

ensuringthatyoucommunicate,youpray,be

thankfulandbesatisfiedandcontentwithyourself.

Rightnowyounotdoinganyofthese.Icannot

commentaboutSbanibecauseIdonotknowwhat

ishappening,butIwillsaythis,heisfailingasyour

husbandyoubothare...

Zandile-sisiwearenotfriends,wearesisters,we

arefamily.Yourpainismypain.OnethingIwill



neverdoisnottellyouthetruth,Iwillalwaysgiveit

toyouraw.Iamnotperfect,mymarriageisnot

perfectbutwhenIaminpublicIdonotwearmy

problemsonmyface,thatwhatwewomando,we

keepthehomeandfamilytogether.Menare

naturallystupid,youdonotputeverythingontheir

shoulders,heistheheadandyouaretheneck,you

bothneedeachother,youcannotfuctionwithout

eachother.Thatismarriagesisi,Ihopeyouchange

yourbehaviourforthebetter.Iwanttoseeyouguys

happyagain.

MrsZulu-(lookingatZandileproudly)Ntombibaby

listentoyoursister.Weloveyou,weliketoseeyou

happy.

Zandile-atleastheisnotcheating,Iamsureyou

cansortyourissuesout....

Ntombi-(sniffs)Ineedtomakeaphonecall.

ShewalksoffleavingMrsZuluandZandile,thesigh

andfinishclearingthetable....



Atthelounge...

Themenareallseated,theyhavepoured

themselveswhiskey,theyhavebeenhavinglight

conversationsnothingclosetowhattheywantto

talkabout.Sbanilooksathiswatchandhisphone.

Hesighsandputsthephonebackinsidehis

pocket....

Sipho-yinsiyakubhora?Youkeeplookingatyour

watchandphone.

Shaka-(lookingatSipho)dudenotnow,areyounot

tiredofarguments.

Sbani-actuallyyesIdoneedtobesomewhereNxi

Uncle1-okayletnotbeataroundthebush.Sbaniwe

areherebecausemakotihasbroughttoour

attentionthatthingsarenotokayinyourhouse.

Uncle2-wealsonoticedthatyouwerenotpresentat

breakfast,itwasalsobroughttoourattentionthat

youdidnotsleepathome.Ngabekukhonainkinga



ndodana?

Sbani-(calm)whatexactlydidmywifesaythe

problemis.Iwouldliketoalsoknow.Iamjustas

curious.Pleasedoenlightenmebomalume.

Theunclelookateachother....

Sipho-ohstopwiththeact,(lookingathisfather)

SbaniissleepingwithNelly

Shaka-(looksatSbani)what!!??

MrZulu-Siphothatisseriousaccusations.

Uncle1-isthatwhyyouhaveproblemswithmakoti?

Isitbecauseofthisaffairyouhaving...

Sbani-IhavenodoubtthatitobviousthatIamtaken

byMissSiwela,itnosecret,butNo,sheisnotthe

reasonfortheproblemsinmymarriage.NowIdo

notknowwhatmywifehastoldyou,wedohave

problems,Ihavetriedtocommunicatewithmywife

butmyeffortshavebeenshutdown.Nowmy

brotherSiphohasthisobsessionofmeddlinginmy



businessandIdonotlikeit.

Uncle2-Siphowhatyourroleinyourbrothersaffairs?

WenaSbaniwhatareyourintentionsaboutthis

womanyoutalkabout?

Sipho-myroleistoshowhimtherightway,whathe

isdoingisnotright.Heisamarriedman.Wecannot

allowSbanitopersuethiswoman,Shakaistaken

toobythiswoman.

MrZulu-Shaka??Uthiniwena?

Shaka-(lookingatSbani)ittruebaba.Ilikeherbut...

(sighs)IthinkSbanilikeshermore.Iamjustafriend

toher.IdonotagreetoSbanihavingherashis

mistressthough,sheismorethanthat.(Lookingat

Sbani)Ihopeyoudotherightthing.

Uncle1-spokenlikeatrueZulu,ShakandodanaIam

proudofyou.Usukhulile,butaZulumandoesnot

backdownfromafight.Whyyounotfightingforher?

Shaka-(Laughs)Iamnotbackingdownmalume,but

(lookingatSbani,nodding)Iwouldliketoseeher

happy,sheisveryspecialtome.



Sbani-(lookingatShaka)bafo,I...

Shaka-(smiles)itfine...idonotwantyoucrying

now...

Themenlaugh,SbanilooksatShaka,somepartof

himhurtsalittle,Shakagiveshimthelookof

approval,hehasseenthewaySbanilooksather,he

knowshewillmakeherhappy,heknowsshecan

makehisbrotherhappy.Hehasseenthelookhe

haswhenheisaroundher,heishappy,heiscalm.

Heneedsthat.Shakawoulddoanythingforhis

brother,anythinglikeevenhelphisfatherbribethe

doctortofakediagnosehisbrother,justsohedoes

notfeellikeanabnormalhumanbeing.Hesighs

lookingathim.Hewilldiewiththissecret...

Sipho-Icannotbelievethis..askhimwherehewas

lastnight?

Shaka-Sipho!!!

MrZulu-Sbani,wherewereyou?Youknowtheman



ofthehouseshouldnotsleepoutsidehishome.

Sbani-(lookingatSipho)Iwasoutfixinghismess.

MrZulu-whatmess?

Sbani-(lookingdirectlyatSipho)SiphodruggedMiss

SiwelaFridaynight,heusedthedaterapedrugon

her,sheactedoutwiththegentlemanshewaswith,

Siphohasthisallonvideo.

Sipho-(shocked)(lookingathisdad)I...

Shaka-WHAT???

uncle1-ini?....USANGENESipho

Uncle2-whatthemeaningofthisSipho?

MrZulu-(lookingatSipho)masimbamanilawa?

SIPHO.????

Sbani-(pokerface)Itbestthathehandsthevideoto

meandallitcopies,IwillhaveBlessgotalktothe

clubmanagertoerasethefootage.MissSiwelais

alreadysuspiciousbutImanagedtostallher

yesterday,wecanavoidalawsuitandanychargesif

Hehandsmethevideo,weneedtodestroyit

immediatelybaba.



Shaka-(lookingatSipho)Icannotbelieveyouman..

(lookingatSbani)Iknowaguywhocaneraseany

existenceofthevideoonhiscloudaccount,thatif

hekeptacopythere.

Uncle1-(shakinghishead)Siphoyouwillhandthe

videotoyoubrother.

Uncle2-Youshouldthankyourbrother,Nxi!!!Iam

ashamedtocallyouaZulu.Whydidyoudothis?

Sbani-Iwilltellyoulatermalume,rightnowIneed

theVideo,Shakacallyourguy.Dadineedyouto

accompanySiphotohishouseandmakesurehe

givesyouthevideoanditcopies,BlessandIwill

followyouafterwecomebackfromtalkingtothe

clubmanager...

Theunclegotupshakingtheirheadsin

disappointmentastheymadetheirwayoutside,

SbanilookedatSiphoandsmirked,Siphowasabout

topasshim,whenSbanistoppedhim...



Sbani-(smirked)Checkmatebrother...

SiphobumpedSbanisshoulderwalkingpasthim...

Bless-(smiling)Igiveityoubro,yougood....
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InSbani'scar

Bless-sodidSiphoreallyher.

Sbani-(Shakinghishead)nah...Heisnotthatsmart.

Bless-(Laughs)broyourealisedyoujustframed

yourownbrother.

Sbani-(shrugs)Ineededthevideo,begladyoudon't

havetokidnaphimanymore,Iknowyoudidnot

wanttodoit.

Bless-ofcourseIdidn't,heisyourbrother.(Thinking)

soifSiphodidnotdrugherethanwhodid?



Sbani-Craig,Iguesshejustwantedtoscore,Sipho's

peoplesawanopportunityandtheygrabbedit.

Bless-(laughs)didyouseehisface....pricelessbro,

sowhathappenedlastnight?

Sbani-(raisinghiseyebrow)

Bless-(laughs)ohcomeon,Iknowyouwanttotell

me.Youegoison100%today.

Sbani-(Laughs)Ihadthebestfuck,shecandeep

throatman.

Bless-(eyesout)WHAT!!!!!(Laughing)yooooo

yoooooluckybastard.

Sbani-(smiles)Iknow,whenshecommandedmeto

lockeyeswithherassheheldmydick,Idiedthere...

Bless-(envious)(laughs)bro,canyouborrowmeher

forjustadeepthroatsession.Gagreflexthings.

Sbani-(blankstaresathim)

Bless-Jesusitjustajoke.Howcanyouchange

emotionssofast.Thatshitain&apos;tnormalman.

Sbani-(stern)sheisofflimitsperiod.



Bless-yeahyeah...didyougothewholenineyards.

(Lookingathim)

Sbani-(smiles)wehadapassionatenighttogether.I

didhavehertiedthough,Ithinkshelikedit,my

fingersbruisedhertighstoo,Igrabbedhertotight.

(Lookingathim)shelooksadventurousinbed,Igot

temptedgoingall9yardsonherbutIrestricted

myself.Tyingherwasnotpartoftheplan,butitjust

beentoolongsinceIhavefulfilledmyurges.You

knowwithNtombiIcouldnotdothatbecauseofall

theabusesheendured...

Bless-(lookingathim)manjustmakesureshe

understandsyourpreferences,youdonotwantwhat

happenedlasttimetorepeatitself...(worried)Ihope

youwillnottakeoutyourfrustrationofbeing

restrictedthiswholetimeonher....

Sbani-(sighs)itwon'tgettothat......Icanneverhurt

her,ilovehertoomuch.Herenergycalmsthe

frustratedpartofme.

Bless-forhersakeIhopeso....Youintoodeepbro,

ifshedropstheballonyouIamafraid,thedevil



insideyouwillhaveitwaywithher.

Sbani-Iwillneverhurt....

Bless-(Laughs)Iwouldn'twantmysisterdatingyou.

Sbani-(laughs)Iamnotabadguy,I'mjustalover...

Theycrackuplaughing,turningupthevolumeto

somegoodoldschoolNotoriousBIG....

ATTHEZULUHOUSEHOLD

Ntombidailshermom'snumber.....

Ringing....

MaNgcobo-hello

Ntombi-sawubonamama,Isawyourmissedcalls..

MaNgcobo-Iwantedtoknowwhattimewillyou



arrivehome.Angithandiushayeleebusuku(Idon't

wantyoudrivingatnight)

Ntombi-uhmmmmama,Ineedtosortoutafew

thingsregardingNoma,Iwillleaveherearound

16:30pm.

MaNgcobo-okay,sayhitomkhwenyanaforme.

Ntombi-(rollseyes)okay..byemama.

Shehangsup,Nomacomesandstandsnexttoher

mom...

Ntombi-(lookingather)whatwrongbaby?

Noma-whenarewegoingbackhome?

Ntombi-youhadafightwithOwethudidn'tyou?

Noma-(foldingherarms)Idon'tlikeher,sheisis

ugly,fatandmean.Shedoesn'twanttosharethe

dolls.

Ntombi-(gasps)(squatstowardsher)babyyoudon't

saythataboutotherkids.Sheisyourcousin.



Noma-(armsfolded,tappinghersmallfeet)

Ntombi-(lookingather)youdidn'tsaythosehurtful

wordstoherright?

Noma-Idid.Dadsaidtoalwaysbetruthfulaboutmy

feelings.

Ntombi-ohmyGod...Jeahwelldadmeant...You

knowwhatdadisnotalwaysright.Gobackand

apologisebaby?

Noma-(Frowns)No...

Ntombi-(shouting)Iamgoingtosmackyou,go

apologisetoyourcousin.

Noma-(stompinghersmallfeet,angry)(screaming)

NOooooooo,IWANTMYDAD...

Ntombi-(Shouting)Tough!!!HeisnotHERENOWIS

HE?....

Nomastartedscreamingandcrying,MrsZuluand

Maviscomeinsidethebedroomtocheckwhat

wrong...



MrsZulu-Aibo....whatallthisnoisefor?Noma?

Noma-(cryingwithhiccups)Iwa..ntmyda...

MrsZulu-(brushingherback)okaybaby,daddywent

toWashhiscar,hewillcomebacknownow.Stop

crying,daddydoesn'twanttoseehisprincesscry

now.

Noma-(sniffs)Iwillrideindad's(sniffs)(hiccups)

big...car(LookingatNtombi)(frowns)mommywon't

ridewithus.Shewillusehersmalluglycar.

MrsZulu-(Laughs)yesbaby...GowithAuntMavis,

shewillgiveyouabowloficecream...

MavispicksNomaup,wipinghertearsastheymade

theirwaydownstairs,withhertellingMavishowbig

herdad'scaris....

MrsZulu-(lookingatNtombi)really???Wetaking

ourfrustrationsoutona4yearoldnow?



Ntombi-Sheismisbehaving...whenNomaisangry

she...

BeforeshecouldfinishZandileentersherbedroom

irritated...

Zandile-(lookingatNtombi)youshouldstop

spoilingthatchild.Shegotamouthofa12yearold,

sheisabully.

MrsZulu-(sighs)kwenzenjan?(Whathappened?)

Zandile-NomacalledOwethu,Fatandugly,just

becauseOwethurefusedtogiveheradoll.(Looking

atNtombi)sortyourproblemsout,yourchilds

behaviourisgettingoutofhand.

Ntombi-Zahtheyjustkidsfighting,whyareyou

workedoutaboutthis.Donotgetinvolveinkids

matters.

Zandile-thisisnotaonetimething.Nomaisrude

Ntombi,shecalledanotherkidyesterdaycrooked

teeth,Iaskedhertoapologise,shefoldedherarms



sayingherdadtoldhertoneverapologisefortelling

thetruth.Sbanineedstostopfeedingherheadwith

allthisunnecessarylifelessons.Nomaisstillyoung,

sheisnotusingtheselessonsthecorrectway.

Ntombi-Icannotdealwithhisrightnow...Ihaveto

goandpack...

Ntombileftthemstanding...

Zandile-(annoyed)iftheydon'tdisciplinetheirchild,

Iwilldoitforthem.

MrsZulu-ohgod,...kwenzenjanikwaZulu?Ifitnot

theadultsquarreling.Nowwehavethekids

throwingtantrumsandactingout.Iliterallyhavejust

growngreyhair,thisweekendalone.....

ATSIPHO'SHOUSE

TheITguypacksupandgetsreadytoleave.He



clearedeverythingrelatedtothevideo...

Shaka-(brohugstheguy)thanksman,Iwilltransfer

yourfeetoyou.

ITGUY-pleasuredoingbusinesswithyouagain...

Theguybidsfarewelltotheelders......

MrZulu-(Sternvoice)Idonotwanttohearofthis

shitagain.

Sipho-yebobaba....

Shaka-Idon'tunderstandwhyyoudidthis...

Sipho-Ididn'tdrugher,Iwouldneverdothattoa

woman.

Uncle2-ohshutup....Youknowyoudidit,nowtellus

why?

Uncle1-silalele(welistening)

Sipho-(lookingatMeZulu)babayouhavetobelieve



thatIdidnotdrugher.....Ihadherfollowed,Iwanted

tomakesureshestaysawayfromSbani,whenmy

guystoldmeshewasataclubandshewasmaking

outwithaguy,Itoldthemtovideoher.Ididallthis

justtoshowhimthatsheisnotallthat,Ijustwanted

tosaveSbani'smarriage.

Uncle1-ubhorekileemshadweniwakho?(Isyour

marriageboringyou?)Yousoboredthatyoustick

yournoseinyourbrothersaffairs.Areyouawoman,

doyouwearapad?

MrZulu-stayawayfromSbani'sbusiness,your

stupiddoingscouldhavecostusalotofmoney,she

couldhavesuedus.NxIgrowthefuckup.If

Sbanisezwewantstofuckuphismarriage,lethim.

Shaka-andIthoughtIwasthechildishone...

Theeldersgetsupfromthecouchandmaketheir

waytothecar.TheymeetBlessandSbaniatthe

door..



MrZulu-(lookingatSbani)itdone....howdiditgo

withtheClubmanager?

Bless-Sortedbaba.

Uncle2-(smiles)Good....(LookingatBless)thank

youforbeingagoodfriendtoourson.

Bless-(smiling)areyougoingtokissmenow?

Uncle2-(Laughs)fusek!!!!

Themenlaugh,theeldersgetinsidethecarand

driveoff,SbaniandBlessmaketheirwayinside

house...AssoonasSiphoseesSbaniheangrilygets

upandchargestowardshim,hewasabouttopunch

himbutBlessheldhishand...

Bless-Iwouldn'tdothatifIwereyou...

Sipho-(Shouting)GETTHEFUCKOUTOFMYWAY

Bless-comethefuckdown...

Sipho-Yousetmeup...YouknowIdidn'tdrugher?



Shaka-youhadthevideothough...

Sipho-(turningtoShaka)SHUTUP...

Shaka-NO,YOUSHUTUP...

Bless-(shakinghishead)willyouguysjustsitdown,

youbrothers,youshouldn'tbefighting...

Sipho-Brothersdon'tseteachotherup...

Bless-(rollseyes)Yeahwellbrothersdothreaten

eachothereither.YouchallengedSbaniandhe

reacted,beatingyouinyourowngame.Finish!!!!

Nowgetoverit...Ineedadrink...(Goingtothe

kitchen)

Shaka-(followingBless)metoo

LeavingSbaniandSiphointhelounge.Sbanistood

therewithhishandsinhispocketswiththatirritating

smirkonhisfacestaringatSipho...

Sbani-(smirking)Ibeatyouatyourowngame,now

I'mgoingtocelebratewithyourwhiskeyinyour



house...takenotesbrother....

Hewinksathimheadedtothekitchen,leavingSipho

fumingwithanger...

Notedited...
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4dayslater....

ATMA'SIWELAHOUSE

Ma'SiwelawaspreparingtodriveZenandetothe

office,whenherphonevibrated,shepickeditupand

noticeitwasanunknownnumber,sheanswered....

Ma'Siwela-hello...

Man-(deepvoice)sawubonaMatho...



Ma'Siwela-(takesadeepbreath)ngingakusizangani

Moses?(HowcanIhelpyou)

Moses-whyarealwayssocoldtowardsme.

Ma'Siwela-areyougoingtotellmewhatyouwantor

shouldIdropthiscall?

Moses-(sighs)Iwanttotalkaboutourdaughter....

Ma'Siwela-(irritated)whatdaughter??

Moses-(smiles)itwasherright,attherestaurant

thatotherday.Shetookyoulightcomplexionbut

sheisverymuchherfather'sdaughter...

Ma'Siwela-stayawayfrommeandmydaughter

Moses.Shedoesnotneedyouinherlife.

Moses-(calm)ittimesheknowswhoIamMatho,it

timeshemeetshersiblings.Youcannotkeepher

awayfrommeforever.

Ma'Siwela-whyareyoudoingthisMoses?,you

ruiningmydaughter'slife.Youhavebeendoing

greatwatchingherfromafar.Whathaschanged?

Moses-whatgoodhasthatbroughtmehuh?She

hasbeenhurtbythatgoodfornothingKhumaloboy,



nowsheismakingbadjudgementswiththatZulu

boy.Youclearlyneedmyhelpwithher.

Ma'Siwela-(Laughs)Ineedyourhelp?Uyazizwa

kuthiuthini(areyouhearingyourself)whatcanyou

dowitha26yearold.Theonlythingyoucandois

helpherbystayingaway.Shehasalotgoingon,you

willaddtothestress.

Moses-(Shouting)wellIwasn'taskingforyour

permissionMatho.Iteitheryouhelpmewith

meetingmydaughterorIdothingsmyway.

Ma'Siwela-(fuming)FINE!!!!Butwewilldothings

myway.Youwillwaitformycall.

Moses-itbetterbesoon.Iamnotjokinghere

Matho...

Ma'Siwela-Nxi!Nayigulubebo...

Shehangedup,shesatdownonherbedandsaida

shortprayer.Thiswasonemanshelovedthemost,

andhewastheonewhohurtherthemost.Eventhe

boysfatherassweetashewas,sheneverlovedhim



likeshelovedMoses.....

Meanwhileintheotherroom....

Zenandewascheckingherselfonthemirror,she

wasgainingweightalittle,howcanshenotwhen

Ma'Siwelaisfeedinghereeverychanceshegets.It

alsocouldbethatforonceinherlife,sheistruly

happyandcontent.Itfeelslikehomehere,

Ma'SiwelabeingamothertoherandNellyplaying

theoldersisterroleeventhoughtheiragegapisonly

by3years.Mthokoisthebrothersheneverhad.She

hasn'tgottentoknowNhlanhlabecauseheisstill

bannedfromcomingtoMa'Siwela'shouse,Nellytoo,

butatleastsheseesNellyatwork.Shedreadsthe

dayshehastogobacktoherres,herphonebeeping

disturbsherfromherthoughts.Shecheckthe

messageandithermom,shesighsandreadsthe

message,itacallbackmessagewhichreads

"Pleasecallanginakudla(nofood)"shesighsand

dailshermom'snumber...



Ringing...

MaDlamini-Yah...

Zee-SawubonaLindiwe

MaDlamini-Idonothavetimeforsmalltalks,when

areyousendingthemoney?

Zee-IsentyouR3000lastweek,whatdidyoudo

withthatmoney?

MaDlamini-IpaidmydebtswithIt.Futhiibincane

leyamali(themoneywaslittle)sowhenareyou

goingtosendmoney?

Zee-Iamastudent,whereshouldIgetmoneyfrom.

Icanonlysendyoumoneyattheendofthemonth.

MaDlamini-(Shouting)hhheyiWena!!!!!Whatareyou

inDurbanfor?OpenyourlegsforthatBlesserof

yours.Iknowhegivesyoumoney.Musaukubayinja

(don'tbeagreedydog)sendmemoney.Whatis

yourvirginafor?WhenIwasyourage,ihadmen

eatingfromthepalmsofmyhands.Youtoobusy



worryingaboutthatstupideducationofyours,

izokwenzelanilemfundoyakho?(whatwill

educationdoforyou)youwantyoursmallbrother

tostarve,areyouthatselfish?Whenyoupicka

spoontoeatthere,thinkthatyourbrotherisstarving

here,youstupidgirl,justlikeyouruselessfather,

thankGodheisdead.Hediedbeingagreedydog.

Hermomhangedup.ShesatonthebedWithtears

runningdownhercheeks,hermomissuchaset

backinherlife.Ifitwasn'tforherlittlebrother,she

wouldhavelonglefther.Shehateshowhermom

alwayscomparehertoherfather,whomshehasno

idea,whohewas.Allsheknowsisthemandied

whenshewas6.Hermomhasneverlovedher,she

hasneverbeenamothertoher.Thatwhyshecalls

herbyname,ithowsheprefersit.Sheblames

Zenandefordestroyingherlife.Theyusedtostayat

theshacksofMalikaziuntilLindiwemetStevenwho

tookthemwithhimtostayathis4roomhouseat

Mpangeni,Stevenisherlittlebrother'sfather.

UnfortunatelyStevendied2yearsback,luckilyhe



hadthehouseregisteredtoLindiwethathowthey

managedtokeepit.Stevenhadtakenouteducation

planforbothherandherbrother,buthelisted

LindiweLindiweasthebeneficiary,youcanguess

howthatwent...

Ma'Siwela-(Shouting)Zeebabyletgo...

Shegotupandwipedhertears,packingherbags

andheadedout....

ATMUG&BEAN

Nellyenteredtherestaurantandsawthelinetothe

Beveragesection,guesssheisnottheonlyonethat

likestohavetheircappuccino.Itdayslikethisshe

wishesDurbanhadStarbucksshop.Shelooksather

watch,decidingnottowaitfortheline,shewas

abouttoturnwhenshehadsomeonecallingher

name,sheturnedandsawitwasDrGasafromthe



hospital,shesmiledandmadeherwaytoher....

Nelly-(smiles)helloDr

DrGasa-(Laughs)ohpleasewenotatthehospital,

youcancallmeNomvelo.

Nelly-(Laughs)okayDr...howyoudoing?

Nomvelo-Iamokay.Ihopeyounotfallingoffstair

casesanytimesoon.Iamsorrytosaywedonot

missyouthatmuchatuMhlangacare.

Nelly-(Laughs)Iamhurt,ithoughtIwasyour

favouritepatient.

Nomvelo-(Laughs)youherefortheircappuccinoas

well?

Nelly-(sighs)yeah,IguessIwokeuplatetoday,the

lineistoolong.

Nomvelo-(smiles)ityourluckyday,iwillorderfor

you.

Nelly-(smiles)you'relifesaver...

Nomvelo-(smiles)theironyinthatsentence...



Theylaughastheychatsomemore,theywerethe

2ndinlinewhenNellynoticedBlessfromthedoor

lookingdefeatedbytheline,shesmiledshakingher

head,shelookedathim,theymadeeyecontact,she

smiledsignalinghimtoquicklycome.Hethanked

Godmakinghiswaytoher....

Bless-Hey,youliterallyjustsavedmylife.

Nelly-(laughs)hahaha...Don'tthankme,thankher

(pointingatNomvelo)shewillbeyoursaver

Bless-(confused)oh...helloMiss(lookingatNelly)

Nelly-Nomvelo,thisisBless,weshareamutual

friend,BlessthisisNomvelo,sheismydoctor.

Nomvelo-(rollseyes)Iamnotreallyyourdoctor,you

haven'thiredmeyet..(lookingatBless)Nicetomeet

you

Bless-(takingherhandinhis)nicetomeetyoutoo

mylady.Ibelieveyouwillsavemefromthisline..

Nomvelo-(Laughs)Ihelpthisoneandsheinvites



thewholecommunity.

Thethreelaughastheyreachthecountertoplace

theirorders...

Cashier-Goodmorning,whatcanIgetyou?

Them-Decafe...

Theyalllookateachotherandlaugh,includingthe

cashierladyhowtheysaiditinunison,likekinder

gardenlearners....

Cashier-That3decafecappuccinos,(shepunchesin

theirorder)thatwillbeR85.95

Bless-(takingouthiscard)itonmeladies,(smiles)

Nomvelo-(smiles)wellIwon'trefuse,ifthatwhat

youexpecting.



Nelly-(Laughs)Iwouldhave,butnowIguessI

shouldn't,Idon'twanttobetheoddoneout.

Bless-(laughs)asifyouwerenotexpectingmeto

offer.IfIdidn'tIknowIwouldhavebeenthetopic..

Nomvelo-(Laughs)yeahyouright.

Thecashierhandedthemtheircappuccinos....

Cashier-(lookingatthem)areyouguysfamily?

Them-(Laughs)NO

Cashier-(suprised)(smiles)ohwow!!!...youallhave

thesameeyes...

Them-HazelBrown

Theylookateach,andlaughedagainastheydidit

again,respondinginunisonlikekids...

Bless-(smiles)wellifIamthebrother,youguystook



myeyes.I'molderthanyoutwo

Nomvelo-(Laughs)youwish..IguessNellytook

everythingfromme,sinceI'molderthanher

Bless-(Laughs)mxmthisone,isafake,tookallours

features.

Nelly-(laughs)itlikethatnow,savethebestforlast,

everheardthatsaying

Bless-(Laughs)thatwhatallloserssaytoconsole

themselves..

Theyallburstoutlaughingastheymadetheirway

outsidetotheircars....

ATCALTEXGARAGE

Simiparkshercarandtakesadeepbreathwiping

hertears.Shelooksatherselfinthemirror,Godshe

lookshorrible.Hereyesareredandhavebagsunder

them.Shesighsandgetsoutofthecar...



Attendent-Sisiwami(mysister)howmuchpetrol?

Simi-(sniffs)uhmmcelaungifakelaowaR200

Aftertheguyfinishesfillinghercarwithpetrol,she

payshim.ShethanmakesherwaytotheFreshstop.

Sheentersthestore,shewalkstowardsthefridges

withherheadfaceddown.Shebumpsintosomeone

makingherpursefallontheground...

Lady-(snaps)watchwereyougoingyoufatthing...

Simi-(sniffs)ohmygodIamsosorry...

Lady-idonotneedyoursorryNxi,(pushingheraside)

move..

Theladyleavesherstandingthereshakingalittle

withtearswantingtofalldown.Shewasaboutto

bendandpickherpurseupwithapairofhands

pickeditforher...



Simi-(sniffs)uhmmmthankyou...

Shaka-(lookingatherdumbfolded)....(silent)....you

okay?UhmfuckwhatamIsayingofcourseyounot...

(Lookingathergorgeousmarbeleyes)...ibelieve

thatbelongstoyou(handedherthepurse)

Simi-(sniffs)(fakesmiles)thankyou...(silent)...

uhmmcanI...

Shaka-oh..sorry(movesawayfromthefridgedoor)

Simitakestwobottleofstillwaterandsmilesata

Shakabeforeheadingtothecountertopay,this

wholetimeShakawatchesherasshepaysforthe

waterandexitstheshop.Hequicklyrushesoutthe

doortocatchherbutsheisnolongerthere,theonly

carsatthegaragearehisandanotherwhiteold

lady...

Shaka-fuck!!!
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ATTHEZULUHOUSEHOLD

SbaniparkedhiscarandhootedforMavistobring

Nomaout.After2minutesMaviscomesoutholding

Noma'sschoolbag,withNomafollowingbehind

withafrownonherface.Hesighsknowingthatthis

isgoingtobealongmorning.Mavisopenstheback

door....

Mavis-MorningMrZulu

Sbani-(smiles)MorningMavis,(Lookingathis

daughter)whatupwithourtroublemaker?

Mavis-(sighs)shewokeupMoody,shehasn'tsaida

wordthewholemorning.

Sbani-(sighs)okay.ThankyouMavis,Iwilltakeit

fromhere.

Sbanigetsoutofthecar,pickingNomaupand



kissinghercheek.Shejustlookedatherfather

blankly,okaysomethingisdefinitelywrong.He

walkstothecarandseatsonthedriver'sseatwith

heronhislap.

Sbani-whatiswrongprincess?..

Noma-(looksathim)

Sbani-youwantmommy?

Noma-(silent)

Sbani-(sighs)okayletdrivetoschool,(lookingather)

youwanttosithereinfrontwithdaddy.

Noma-(nodding)

Sbani-(smiles)okay.(kisseshercheek)

Hesitsheronthepassengerseatandbucklesher

up.Hereversesallthewaytothegateandjoinsthe

road.Themoodinsidethecarisnotjollyasit

usuallyis....



Noma-(lookingatherdad)Idon'twanttogoto

school...

Sbani-(glancesather,quicklyfocusesontheroad)

why?

Noma-becauseIdon'twanttoo.

Sbani-wellthatisnotreasonenough,soyounglady,

I'mtakingyoutoschool.

Hecontinuesdriving,after5minutesofpuresilent,

hehearssmallsniffs.Heglancesathisdaughter

andsheissilentlycrying.Itobviousshehasbeen

silentlycryingforawhilenow.Hereyesarepurered.

Hefeelshischestpainswatchingthesightofhis

daughter.Hehatesitwhenshecries.Heparksthe

caronthesideoftheroad...

Sbani-(wipinghertears)daddyissorryokay.Doyou

wantmetodrivebacktokhulu'shouse?

Noma-(shakingherhead,wipinghertears)

Sbani-(sighs)babydaddyhastogotowork.



Noma-(shecriesevenmore)

Sbani-(sighs)okay,okay...Youwillgowithmeto

theofficeandbemylittleassistantfortheday.

Hekissesherontheforeheadandsighs.Hestarts

hiscarandjoinstheroad.....

ATTHENGCOBOHOUSEHOLD

Ntombifinishespreparingherparentsbreakfast.

Shecallsthemtothelivingroomtoeat....

Bab'Ngcobo-(smiles)youspoilustoomuch.

Ma'Ngcobo-whoispreparingbreakfastforyour

husband?Whenareyouleaving?

Ntombi-uyangixosha?(Youkickingmeout?)

Ma'Ngcobo-nobaby,youknowIlovehavingyou

aroundbutyouaremarried.Theweekisalmost



endingandyoustillhere.

Ntombi-can'tijustvisitmyparentsandnotbe

remindedthatIammarried.Ihardlyseeyouguys

andwhenIspendtimewithyou,itlikeyoucan'twait

formetoleave.

Bab'Ngcobo-(sighs)I'msureyourmomdidnot

meanitinabadway.(Smiles)youknowwhatlet's

enjoythisbreakfast.

Ntombi-IneedtocallSbaniandcheckhowNomais

doing.Excuseme...

ShewalkstothebedroomanddialsSbani's

number...

Ringing....

Sbani-(deepvoice)hello

Ntombi-(smiles)heyunjani?

Sbani-(smiled)I'mokay,howareyou?



Ntombi-good.Icalledtocheckifeverythingisokay...

(Onthebackground)

"Noma-DadcanItakethisyogurt?"

Ntombi-isthatNoma?(Lookingattheclockonthe

wall8:45)

Sbani-(sighs)jeahither.Youwanttotalktoher?

Ntombi-areyouguysrunninglate?Yeahgiveherthe

phone..

Noma-(smiling)Hellomommy

Ntombi-(smiled)heybaby,howareyou?Areyou

behaving?

Noma-I'm okay...(smilingexcitedly)I'mgoingto

workwithdaddytoday.Iwillhelphimwork.

Ntombi-(loud)WHAT????!!!WHATABOUTSCHOOL?,

givedaddythephone.

Noma-(frowns)areyougoingtoshoutathim?



Ntombi-(sighs)no,Ijustwanttotalktohim.

Noma-(lookingathisdad)....(silent)...okayIwilltell

him,byemom(sheendsthecall)

Ntombi-what?NOMA?Hello(Lookingatherphone)

Jesusthischild....

ShedialsSbani'snumberagain....

Ringing....

Sbani-(smiles)didyouforgetsomething?

Ntombi-(annoyed)yourdaughterendedthecall.

WHYISSHENOTATSCHOOLSBANISEZWE??

Sbani-(lookingatNoma)Iwillcallyoulaterand

explain.Idonotwanttoarguewithherwatchingme

likethis.

Ntombi-NO..ANSWERMENOW?

Sbani-(clenchinghisteeth)NTO..MBI...Iwillcall



youlater.(Endedthecall)

Ntombifrustratedlygotupandmadeherwaytothe

livingroom.....

ATZULU&SONSCO...

SbanihasbeensendingNomaonsmallerrands,like

gettingthestapler,afile,makinghersignfake

documents.Thisprovedtobeexcitingforher,she

feltuseful.Theywouldhaveafewsilly

conversationshereandthere,withhisdaughter

enqusitivemind,hefoundhimselfansweringalotof

questions.Sbaniwasactuallyenjoyinghisthis

fatheranddaughtertime,eventhoughthesetup

wasnotidealbuthelovedbeingthehereotoher

daughter'seyes.Nowhehadoneproblem,injust30

minutesheneedstobeinaconferencecallmeeting

withChina.HeneededtofindasitterforNoma.His

fatherenteredhisoffice,makingNomajumptohim...



Noma-(smiling)Khulus..

MrZulu-(smiling,pickingherup)heysuperstar...

Noma-(excitedly)I'mhelpingdaddyworktoday.

MrZulu-(eyeingSbani)isthatso.(Puttingherdown)

gofinishupoverthere..

Sheexcitedlyrantositonthecouchcontinuingto

badlystaplethefakedocuments...

MrZulu-(lookingatatSbani)thisisnoton...

Sbani-(sighs)Iknowdad.Uhmmcanyoulookafter

herforafewhours,IhaveconferencecallwithChina.

MrZulu-Ican't,I'mmeetingHoustoninthenext5

minutes.Thatyourproblem.(LookingatNoma)bye

superstar..

Noma-(waving)ByeKhulus...



Sbanisighedbrushinghisheadwithhishands.He

lookedatthetime,hehad10minlefts.Hepacked

everythingupandturnedtoNoma...

Sbani-baby,uhmmdaddyhastogotoameeting,

buthecan'ttakeyouwithbecausetherewillbebad

guys.Daddyneedstofightthebadguysalone.

Noma-youleavingmealone.

Sbani-No,afriendofdaddy'sWilllookafteryouuntil

Icomeback.

Noma-...(silent)...

Sbanilookedathisdaughtercrossinghisfingers,

God!!!Hecan'tbelievea4yearoldismakinghim

sweat.Shewilldefinitelymakeagoodbusiness

womaninfuture....

Noma-(lookingathim)(smiles)okay...

Sbani-(smiles)okaytakeyourbagandlet'sgo...



HethankedGodtakingherhandleadingherto

Nellysoffice.Nowhewasprayingtheothertough

womaninhislifeagreestohisrequest.Heknocks

onherdoor,sheshoutscomein,heenterswith

Nomainhishand.Nellylooksupathim....

Sbani-(smiles)heybeautiful...

Nelly-(eyeinghimandthekidnexttohim)(looking

atNoma)(smiles)whoisthisbeautifulyounglady?

Noma-(smiles)I'mNomathembaZuluandthisismy

dad.

Nelly-(smiles)okay,nicetomeetyouNoma.

Sbani-(smiling)Ineedhugefavour...

NellylooksathimandSbanieyesherwithpleading

eyeslookingatNomathanher...

Nelly-OhhellNo...



Sbani-(lookingatNoma)babygositonthecouch.

LetmetalktoMommyNellyhere...

Noma-(smiles)okay...

Nelly-Sbanino,no..thisisaworkplace.Notacrech.

Whyisshenotatschool,whyyoutellinghertocall

memommy,USANGENE?(areyoumad?)(Standsup

fromherseat)

Sbani-(movingclosertoher)listenIwillexplain

everythinglater,justdothisfavourforme.Zenande

canlookafterher.

Nelly-ZenandeisworkingwithSarahtoday.Isent

hertofinancialdepartment.(LookingatNoma)what

amIsupposetodowithher?Ihavenoexperience

withkids..

Sbani-(checkingifhisdaughterislookingatthemor

not,shewasnot)holdingherwaist,babeIhaveto

go,(babykissingher)youwillbegreat.

HequicklybidfarewelltohisdaughterleavingNelly

terrifiedashell.Shesighedandwenttoseatonher



chair...

Nelly-JesusIwillkillthisman.

After15minutesNomaputsherdad'stabletdown

andgoestostandinfrontofNellysdeskfoldingher

armslookingather.Nellynoticedasmallfigure

infrontofher.ShelooksupatNomawhohasa

blankboredlookonherface,withherarmsfolded.

OhGod!!Shethinkstoherself...

Nelly-(smiles)doyouneedanything?

Noma-I'mbored...

Nelly-uhmmmwhydon'tyouplaymoregames,Ijust

needtofinishupherequicklythanwecangobuyice

cream.

Noma-Ihaveplayedallthegames.I'mbored.

Nelly-(sighs)justplaysomemore.Doyourhome

work,colourabookorsomething.



NellygoesbacktodoingherworkbutNomadoes

notmovefromherdesk,shefrownsandtapsher

foot,disturbingNelly.

Noma-whatkindofmomareyou?

Nelly-theonethatlikespeaceandquiet.

Noma-wellyounotaverygoodmommy.Mommies

playwithkids.You'reboringmommy.Iwantmydad.

Nelly-doyouwantmetotellyouastoryaboutstep

mom's?

Noma-whatisastepmom?

Nelly-stepmomisamomthattakesthedaddy

awayfromthelittlespoiltprincessandshipsthe

princesstoboardingschool,makinghernotseeher

daddyanymore...

Noma-(gasps)(covershermouthwithhersmall

hands)thatevil...

Nelly-(smiles)yes..



Noma-(lookingatNelly)areyouastepmom?

Nelly-No..

Nellygoesbacktoherworkbutshenoticesnoticed

thatNomaisnowquiet.Shelooksatherandseesa

terrifiedlookonherface.Shesighsandfeelsbad

thatshescaredher,shejustwantedhertoshutup.

SheclosesherlaptopandlooksatNoma...

Nelly-(smiles)letgogeticecreamandmush

mellows.

Noma-(smiling)yeeesssss...

InsidetheelevatorNellyisholdingNoma'shand.

Nomalooksather...

Noma-Doyoulovemydad?

Nelly-uhmmwhyyouaskthat?



Noma-Isawyoukissinghim.Momsaysgirlskiss

boysthattheylove....

Ohgod.....
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Laterthatafternoon

ZenandeandNellywerepackingupgettingreadyto

leave...

Zee-(Laughs)howwasitplayingnannyorshallIsay

mommyfortheday?

Nelly-(Laughs)don'tevenremindme.Idon'tknow

whatwasSbanithinkingbringingachildattheoffice.

Zee-(Laughs)wasitthatbad?Kantidon'tyoulike

kids?(lookingather)

Nelly-Idon't,imeanIdo...Youknowtoddlersare



cute,buttheminutetheystartwalkingandtalking

theyturntolittledevilsthatshouldbenotseen.

Zee-(Laughsloudly,lookingatherfreakedoutface)

ohmyGod!!!Youhatekidsdon'tyou?Lookatyour

face?Youliterallylookscared.

Nelly-(sighs)Idon'thatekids,butmotherhoodjust

freaksmeout.(Shakingherhead)letdropthiskid

talk,Iamalongwayfrompoppinganydeviloutmy

vagina.

Zee-(smiles)youshouldn'tdoubtyourself.Youdid

greatwiththelittledeviltoday.Isawthetwoofyou

getbackfromyouricecreamdate,thebratlooked

happy.(Lookingather)Doyou?....DoyouloveMr

Zulu?

Nelly-(lookingather)uhmmheisnotminetolove

Zee.Buthemakesmehappy,Idon'thavemuch

experienceindatingSizwemyfirstineverything.

Sbaniitdifferentwithhim,ormaybethe5yearage

differencesaysalot.Ican'treallysaymeandhim

aredatingbutIenjoyhiscompanyrightnow.

Zee-heisamarriedmanNelly,doesn'tthatworry



you?Hecouldgobacktohiswife,hehasn'tevenleft

hiswife,whyareyoudoingthistoyourself?Don't

getmewrongI'mnotjudgingyou,ifthereisone

personwhounderstandsyoursituationithastobe

me.

Nelly-youknowIusedtobeconfusedwhywomen

stayinabusiverelationships,choosetobecomethe

otherwoman,getinpolygamousmarriagesorstay

withcheatinghusbands.Isworetoneverbecome

anyofthosewomen,thosewomenwereweaktome,

thosewomenlackedselfesteemorselflove.Ijust

neverunderstoodthem.Ijudgedthem.(Laughs

sarcastically)lookatmenow,IhaveeverythingZee,

buthereIam,fallinginlovewithamanthatisnot

mine.Amanthatisforbiddenineverywaypossible.

Doesthatmakemeweak,doIlackselfesteemor

selflove?,ittruewhentheysayneverjudgeany

situationorpersonbecauseyoudonotknow

tomorrow,Ineverunderstoodthosewomenbutnow

thatI'veworntheirshoesandwalkedwiththem,I

seethingsdifferently.

Zee-whatabouthiswife?Surelyyoushouldthink



abouthowthiswouldmakeherfeel.

Nelly-thatthethingaboutcommittingasin

knowingly,youneedtolearntolivewithguilt,ita

bitterpilltosollow.

Zee-(looksatherwithpain)youlivingasadlife,

you'regoodwoman,Ithinkyoudeservebetter.

Nelly-(Laughssarcastically)whatisbetter?...you

sayI'magoodwoman,whathasbeingagood

womanbroughtme?Ntombiisaprobablyagood

womanbutlookatwhatherhusbandisdoing.

Societyexpecttomuchfrom"goodwomen".Idonot

likethattitle"goodwoman".

Zee-youshouldn'tlovehim,lovinghimwillonlygive

himthepowertohurtyou.

Nelly-(smiles)ittolateforme.Idon'tthinkthereisa

humanbeingthatcouldhurtmelikehowSizwehurt

me.Imagineplanningyourwholelifeandfuture,

sleepinginthesamebedeverydaywithamanthat

planningafuturewithanotherwoman.Amanthat

willtakeyoutopickadate,weddingvenueand

designonlytoturnoutthatthatvenueanddecor



werefortheotherwoman.(Laughsshakingherhead)

hhehehSizweibozza..

Zee-(lookingather)Ithinkyoushouldseesomeone.

Itobviousyoustillpainedaboutwhathappened.You

literallylooklikeyouwanttokilltheguy?

Nelly-(Laughs)hahaha,enoughaboutsobstories.

Doyouwanttohavedinneratmyplacetonight?We

cancallyournewmomforpermission,(Rollseyes)

wellyouwillcallherbecauseshewon'tpickupmy

calls.

Zee-(Laughs)Ifeellikeateenageragain.Idon't

thinkshewillhaveaproblem,butshewon'tallow

metosleepover.

Nelly-(Laughs)Iknow,iwon'tevensuggestit.

Sbaniknocksonthedoor,hewalksinandstands

oppositeNelly..

Zenande-uhmm,Iwillwaitatthereceptionforyou.

Nelly-(smiles)callyourmomaboutdinnerplease.



Zeelaughsclosingthedooronherwayout.He

walkstoseatonherdeskbringherinbetweenhis

legs.

Sbani-(holdinghersmallwaist)(smiles)didItellyou

howbeautifulyoulooktoday...

Nelly-(smilespretendingtothinkaboutit)uhmmm...

nope.

Sbani-(Frenchkissingher)wellyoulooklikea

sundaeonaThursday.

Theylookateachotherandburstoutlaughing...

Nelly-(Laughs)thatwassowhack...

Sbani-(smiles)(shrugs)Igotyoutolaugh.You

shouldtick"hemakesmelaughbox"box.

Nelly-(smiles)andI'mguessingyoushouldtick"she

laughsatmywhackjokes"box.

Sbani-(lookingatherwiththatface)...



Nelly-(blushes)what??

Sbani-(smiles)(bringinghercloser)thankyoufor

today.Iknowitwastoomuchforyou,Isawyour

freakedoutface,butyoutryingmeanssomuchto

me.IknowNomaisahandful.

Nelly-(Laughs)sheisadevilchild..

Heplayfullyspankedherbutt,makinghergiggling...

Nelly-(smiles)shetalkstomuchforherage,butshe

isasmartkid,justdon'tspoilhertoomuch.

(Remembered)shesawyoukissingme

Sbani-(Laughs)good!!!

Nelly-(shakingherhead)whydoIevenbotherwith

you...

Theylaughed,hefrenchedkissedheragain,making

herweakonhistouchagain,hishandstraveled

downtoherbutt,grabbingandsqueezingit,making



hermoanalittle.Shestopsthekissbeforethings

gettoheated...

Sbani-hawu!!!(Showingherhisboner)Ithoughtwe

aredoingthiswholesexintheofficething....

Shelaughsmovingawayfromhimpackingher

things,astheywaitouthisbonerbeforetheyexither

office.....

ATBEVERLEYHILLSHOTEL

Blessgoingthroughhisemails,whenhisphone

vibrateditwashismom,heanswered..

Bless-(bless)mysuperwoman.

MissNdawora-(smiles)howareyoumyson?The

placeislonelywithoutyou?



Bless-I'mokaymom,Imissyoutoo.Ihopeyou

takingyourmedsandeatingwell.IwillcallKatherine

andfindout.

MissNdawora-(rollseyes)stopworryingyourself,

findmeadaughterinlaw.Iwantgrandchildren,I'm

dying,Idonotwanttoleaveyoualone.Youneedto

stopthislifeyouleavingbaby.

Hekeptquietlisteningtohismomvoiceconcern

abouthischoiceofliving,hehateitwhenshekeeps

remindinghimthatsheisdying.Thatwhyheishere

searchingforhisfatherandsister,hismomordered

himto.Shesaidhewillneedpeoplearoundwhen

sheisnolongerthere.

Bless-(smiles)Iwillbringyouadoctorfora

daughterinlaw.

MissNdawora-(smiles)youmetsomeone?Isshe

beautiful?Shehastobe?

Bless-momcomedown.(Smiles)Ihavetogetto



knowherfirst.Butyessheisverybeautiful.

MissNdawora-don'tmessthisup.Tellheryou're

businessman.

Bless-(Laughs)obviously,Ican'treallytellherwhatI

donow.

Aknockonthedoordisturbedhim...

Bless-mom,Ihavetogo,someoneisatthedoor.

MissNdawora-okay.Iloveyou.

Bless-Iloveyoutoomysuperwoman

Hehangedupwalkingtothedoor,heopenedIt,

revealingonepersonhewasn'treadytofaceright

now...

Moses-(baritonevoice)Helloson.



ATMA'SIWELAHOUSE

Shewaslookingfortheboxshekeptthekeysto

Nellyspolooldvivocar.Shewantedtotakeitto

serviceandletZenandeuseit.Shewasalso

planningonaskinghertomoveinpermantelywith

her.SheknewthatZenandewasgoingthroughalot

backathome.Shehasheardafewcellphone

conversationsshehadwithhermom.Shewas

lookingthroughtheoldboxesinthegarage,when

sheaccidentallyroughlytouchanoldbox,makingit

fallontheground.Shebentdowntopickitupwhen

shenoticedapicturefellfromit.Thepicturewasher,

herbrotherandherbestfriend.Shelookedatthe

pictureandherbrotherseyesdirectlylookedather,

shestartingshakingaslookingathimtookherback

tothosedays,thedaysshewouldratherforget.She

lookedatherbestfriendandquicklyremembered

whattheydid,somethingthatchangedherlife,

somethingthatwillhaunther,somethingthatstill

hauntshertillthisday...



Sheplacedthephotodownandbeginningcrying....

MaSiwela-(crying)Godforgiveme....
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Saturdaymorning

ATNELLYSAPARTMENT

Shejustcamebackfromjoggingaroundthe

neighborhoodofherapartment,shethoughtabout

callingMbaliandLungieytocomeandhavelunchat

herapartmentbutsherememberedthatMbaliwent

tocapetownwithBruceandLungieyforsome

reasonisignoringher,whichshefindsrather

strangebecauseallshewantedfromherwasjustan

explanationofthings.Yestheoldherwouldhave

judgedherandwentcrazybutnowwhoissheto

judge,allshewantisjusttositdownandhavea

hearttoheartwithherbestfriend.Shewasaboutto



hittheshowerwhenherstartedringing,thenumber

wasunknown...

Nelly-hello

Man-heystranger..

Nelly-uhmmwhoisthis?

Man-(smiles)yourlongtimecrush

Nelly-(thinking)uhmmm,isthissomekindofjoke?.

Man-(Laughs)doestheterm"superbae"ringabell.

Nelly-(smiles)(laughs)(screamings)ohmygod!!!

DerekGumede?

Derek-(Laughs)heyhey,myeardrumssweet

cheeks.(Smiles)Imissedthatlaugh.

Nelly-(smiles)Ican'tbelieveitreallyyou.Wow!!!It

beenwhat??3years.

Derek-ncoohyoubeencountingbabe.(Smiles)yeah

itbeenlonghey.

Nelly-(rollseyes)angithyouchoosetostayinNew



York.(Thinking)cometothinkofit,whydidn'tIget

notifiedthatthisisaninternationalcall?

Derek-(smiles)thatbecauseI'minDurbanbabe.

WhichiswhyIcalled.Iwanttodolunchwithmygirl.

Nelly-(smiles)you'reinDurbanWow!!Does

Nhlanhlaknow?Greatlunchsoundsperfect,you

payingright?

Derek-(Laughs)ofcourseI'mpayingsweetcheeks.I

calledhimyesterday.Iwillmeetupwithhimlater.

OysterBox,13:00sharp.

Nelly-okayletmegetready.Callmomshewouldbe

delightedtohearfromyou.

Derek-wewillsuprizehertomorrow,Sundaylunch

babe.Pleasedon'twearjeans.Wearsomethingsexy,

yourollingwiththetopdogsnow.

Nelly-(rollseyes)(laughs)stillarrogantIsee.ByeI

needtogetready.

Derek-(Laughs)moneybabe,money...

Shehangedupshakingherhead.DerekisNhlanhla's



childhoodbestfriend,shealwaysthoughthelooked

hot.WhenevershesawDerek,shewouldthinkof

Treysongs.Onedaywhentheywererenovatingtheir

house,Nhlanhlafoundherjournalwhichhadtrey

songspicturesandDerek'snameallover,itwasher

scrapbook,itwheresheimaginedherlifewithDerek.

SheusedthetermSuperbaeforhim.WhenNhlanhla

foundthebook,heshowedittoDerekandallhis

otherfriends.Sincefromtheretheyalwaysteased

heraboutit.Sheappreciatedthathenever

embarrassedheraboutthebook,itwasjustboys

beingboys....

ATUMHLANGANETCARE

SimiandNhlanhlastepoutsidethehospitalmaking

theirwaytotheircars.ItwasNhlanhla'sfirstscan,

theywerehavingababyboy.Itwasaveryemotional

momentforthebothofthem...

Nhlanhla-(smiles)thankyouforlettingmecome.I



can'tbelieveI'mhavingason.

Simi-(smiles)Iwouldnevertakeawaythesekindof

momentsfromyou.

Nhlanhla-Ngiyabonga,Iknowthisishardforyou.

Youhaveeveryrightnottoinvolveme.Youtrulyan

incrediblewoman.

Simi-(takesadeepbreathlookingathim)this

(pointingatherbelly)itchangesthingsNhlanhla.

Nhlanhla-(lookingather)uqondeukuthini?(Whatdo

youmean?)

Simi-I'mcarryinganheirtotheKhozafamily.Your

firstson.(Lookingdirectlyathim).Oursonwillcarry

yourlastname,oursonwillgrowupwithboth

parentsinhislife.Idonotcareaboutyouandme

butforoursonwewillworktogetherinraisinghim.I

amyourwifeandyouaremyhusband.IamMrs

Khoza.(Takesadeepbreath)youcanmarryyour

girlfriend,takeherasasecondwife.Buttherewillbe

nowhitewedding,legallyI'myourwife,traditionally

webothyourwives.Shewantsyou,finebutshe

can'thaveallofyou,shewillhavewhat'sleftofyou.



Deliverthemessagetoher.Seeyouinournext

appointmentHlase.

Shewalkstohercar,leavingNhlanhlawithahuge

lumpinhisthroat...

ATBEVERLEYHILLSHOTEL

Blessphonevibrates,itskillsoneofhisworkers....

Bless-sho

Skills-wehaveaproblem,ourshipmentto

Mozambiqueisonhold.Thehawksareatthedeport.

What'shappening,IthoughtwehadsomeofS.A.

dudesonourpayroll?

Bless-(sighs)Iknowwhoisbehindthis.Giveme2

minutesIwillsortthisout.



Hehangedupandfrustratedlysmashedhisglasson

thewall.HeknewMoseswasbehindthis.Mosesis

headingtheSouthAfricannationalintelligenceunit,

aswellasthehawkscoporation.Hedailedhis

number...

Ringing...

Moses-Son.

Bless-(angry)I'mnotyourson.

Moses-(smirked)I'mguessingyourguyshave

notifiedyouaboutthedelay.

Bless-Getyourteamoffmyguysback.

Moses-I'mguessingyoureadytositdownandtalk

toyouroldman.

Bless-(annoyed)I'mnotdoingshitwithyou.Iwill

talkwhenI'mready.

Moses-Iguesswewillbehavingthisconversation

behindbarsthan.ImeanonecalltomyBotswana



friendsyourlittlecorporationswillfalltoitknees,

uhmmyouwillbebustedhereS.Atryingtosmuggle

drugsandillegalweapons,notforgettingyour

poachingschemeyougotgoingon,itnotlooking

prettyson.

Bless-(angry)FINE.

Moses-(smirked)you'remysonafterall.Yourguys

shouldcallyouinthenext3minutes.Expectme

soonatyourdoorstep.

Blesshangedup.Hewasliterallysweating.When

MosesshowedupathisdoorsteponThursday,he

refusedtotalktohimandshutthedooronhisface.

Heknewhehadangeredhimbuthedidn'texpect

thathewouldretaliatetothismagnitude.Heheard

thedooropenandclose,Sbaniwalkeduptohim,he

lookedatthepieceofglassesallovertheflooranda

fumingBlessonthecouch...

Sbani-dude,whathappenedhere?



Bless-(brusheshisfacewithhishands)Ifoundmy

father...

Sbani-(lookedathim)thatagoodthingright?

Bless-(lookingathim)MosesGasa...

Sbani-whatabouthim?....(eyesout)ohshit!!!Heis

yourfather?

Bless-Yeah...

Sbani-(shocked)thisisnotgoodman.Thatmanis

wellknownfortakingdowntopcriminals,heruns

themostsuccessfuldrugandhumantraffickingraid

inthecountry.Itnotlookinggoodforyouman.He

veryrespectedinpublic.

Bless-(Laughs)believemeIknowallaboutthatman.

Hetakendown5ofmybusinesspartners.Todayhe

threatenedtotakemedownifIdonotagreetotalk

tohim.HehadmyshipmenttoMozambiqueraided

bythehawks.

Sbani-WHAT!!!!!!...Blessyoudonotwanttobeinhis

badbooks....(Thinking)...yousayhethreatenedto

takeyoudown,whichmeansheknowseverything



aboutyou,buthehasn'tarrestedyou,hehasbeen

lettingyoudobusinesswithoutinterference.

Bless-(shakinghishead)Nxi!!!Let'sgodownthe

roadtoOysterBox,Ihaven'teatenallday.

Sbani-(smiles)yeahIactuallycameheresowe

couldhavelunch.

Theybothwalkoutchatting,withSbanitellinghim

allaboutMosesGasasuccessfulcrimebusts....

ATTHENGCOBOHOUSEHOLD

Ntombiwaslayingonthebed,hermindwas

occupiedbyspotthatishappeningaroundher.She

foundherselfthinkingaboutdivorce,butshequickly

gotridofthatthought.Partofherstillhadhopeof

fixinghermarriage,butpartofherjustdidn'tcare

anymore.Shetriedthinkingofwherethingswent

wrong,shesighedandtookherphonetocallSbani

butasshewasscrollingthroughhercontact,she



sawMthoko'sname,shesmiledandpressedcall...

Ringing...

Mthoko-(smiling)myCameronDiaz

Ntombi-(Laughs)whyher?

Mthoko-yougotlongsexylegslikeherplusher

goofysmileremindsmeofyou.

Ntombi-(smiles)yousomethingelse...howhave

youbeen?

Mthoko-I'mokayIguess.Andyou?

Ntombi-uhmmI'mokay...(silent)....wellIjust

wantedtocheckonyou

Mthoko-(smiles)I'mgladyoudid....(silent)...Itgood

hearingyourvoice.

Ntombi-uhmmmokay...takecare,Ihavetogo...

Mthoko-bye...



Itbecamesilent,theybothdidn'thangup...

Ntombi-(Laughs)hangupphela...

Mthoko-(Laughs)youcalledme...

Shelaughsandhangsup,dailingtheZuluresidence

phone...

Ringing...

Mavis-Zuluresidencehello

Ntombi-SawubonaMavis.

Mavis-helloMrsZulu,howareyou?

Ntombi-(smiles)I'mfineMavis,canIspeaktomy

daughterplease.

Mavis-okay,holdon...



Afterafewminutes...

Noma-(smiles)(breathingheavily)hellomom

Ntombi-(smiles)hellobaby,whyyoubreathing

heavily,wereyourunning

Noma-uhmmmdon'ttelldad,Idon'twanttolosemy

frontteeth.

Ntombi-(Laughs)okayitwillbeourlittlesecret...

Noma-(excitedly)justlikemylittlesecretwith

daddy..

Ntombi-(raisinghereyebrow)Whatsecret?

Noma-(Laughs)Ican'ttellyou.Whenyoucoming

back?

Ntombi-(sighs)soonbaby,Imissyou.

Noma-okaybyemom..(ransbackoutside)

Ntombi-babywait..

Mavis-(smiles)sheislonggone..

Ntombi-(Laughs)okaythankMavis.Bye.



Mavis-takecareMrsZulu...

Shehangsupandholdsherpillowtightlymissing

herdaughter....
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ATNELLYSAPARTMENT

Shelookedatherselfinthemirror,satisfiedwithher

look.Shewaswearingatightabovethekneered

dress,thedressmadeherroundbuttstickout.She

worethedresswithnobra,shehadhernipplepad

on,shedefinitelyhadabodyofagoddess,she

matchedthedresswithblackredbottomsstiltoes.

Shehadonher26inchweave,andbrightredlipstick.

ShesprayedherDiorperfumeonherneckandchest.

Shelookedandsmelledexpensive,shetookafull

bodypicturewithherphoneandpostediton

Instagramcaptioningit,"womenwhowearred"



Shelookedaroundherapartment,itwascleanand

neat.Shetookherpurseandheadedout....

ITALY....

Sizwewaslayingonthebedbusyonhisphone,

whileSanewastakingashower....

Sane-(Shoutingfromtheshower)babe,weneedto

callyourparentsandcheckifAyandaisokay.

Sizwe-loveIspoketothemyesterday.Ayandais

fine.Wecan'tkeepcallingthem,theywillthinkwe

don'ttrustthemwithAyanda.

Sane-(sighs)okay.ItjustI'veneverbeenawayfrom

himthislong.

Sizwe-hewillbefinesthandwa...

Hewasscrollingdownonhisphonewhenhesaw

thepictureNellyposted10minago.Heviewedthe



comments...

@tess101-thatassbabe

@brazoKm-marryme

@CraigStone-yellowmommy

Hecontinuedreadingthecomments.Helikedthe

picture,hewantedtocommentbuthedecidednotto.

Heviewedherprofile,lookingthroughherpictures.

Hethansawapictureofthemwhentheywent

bungeejumpingtogether.Hesmiledremembering

thatday,howterrifiedhewas,buthedidn'twantto

lookpussyinfrontofhersohejumped.Hewas

suprisedshehasn'tdeletedtheirpictures.Hedialed

hernumber,itrangonce,hequicklyendedthecall.....

ATTHEOYSTERBOX...

NellyparkesherwhiteBMWX6,shelockshercar



andmakesherwayinside.Shelooksaround,her

eyesmetDerek's,hesmilesandwavesather,she

walkstohim,herfragrancecatchingtheattentionof

onegentleman,whowasseatedwith2othermen

havingabusinessmeeting,hewatchedasshe

elegantlywalkeduptoatablewithonegentleman

wearingasuitandabouquetofredroses,hesighed

andcontinuedwithhisconversation.

ShefinallyreachedDerek'stable,hestoodupand

huggedher,enhalingherperfume,hekissedheron

thecheekandpulledthechairforhertoseat,he

wentaroundtookhisseat...

Derek-(smiled)(handinghertheredroses)theseare

foryou.

Nelly-(smiled)thankyou.(takingtheroses)they

smellnice.YoujusthadtowearasuitonaSaturday..

Derek-(Laughs)I'maclassyman,Ineedtomaintain

theimage.(Lookingather)youlookbeautiful,damn

Igofor2yearsandIcomebacktoyoulookinglike



this.

Nelly-(Laughs)whatareyoutryingtosay?Ilookthe

samewayIdid2yearsback.

Derek-Nonoyoudon't.Youwereskinnybackthan.

Nowyoufitandsexy.IthinkIneedtowifeyounow.

Nelly-Mxm,youtiredofAmericangirlsnow?

Derek-(Laughs)don'tworry,I'mstillyoursuperbae

sweetcheeks.

Theylaughastheycontinuetocatchup,theysignal

thewaitertocomeandtaketheirorder....

Nelly-(lookingatthemenu)uhmmIwillhavewine,

dryplease.

Derek-justbringusthewholebottle,(looksather)

let'sorderthein-houseplatter,whatdoyouthink?

Nelly-(smiles)greatidea.YouknowI'mnotmuchof

afoodie..

Derek-(lookingatthewaiter)thatwillbeallfornow..



Thewaiterleavestheirtabletogoplacetheirorder,

hecomesbackwiththeirbottleofwineandpoursit

forthem...

Derek-(pickinghisglass)lettoasttohavinggreat

time,conversationandgreatlaugh....

Nelly-(pickingherglass)(smiling)hehehesince

whenareyouthischeesy...

Theydrinkupandcontinuecatchingup...

Derek-soyoustillavirgin?

Nelly-(Laughs)Iforgotyoucanbestupidifyouwant

to...

Derek-(smiles)What?PhelaIwassupposetobe

yourfirstaccordingtoyourscrapbook.

Nelly-(Laughs)pleasedon'tbringuptheThe

scrapbook.



Derek-(Laughs)whynot?Thatlikethebestpartof

ourlovestory.Cometothinkofit,weshouldhave

keptitandframeditforourkids.Itwouldhavemade

agreatexampleof,neverdoubtyourdreams,

dreamsdocometrue.

Nelly-ohGod!!!(Smiling)younotgoingtoletthisgo

areyou?Youwillforeverremindmeofthe

scrapbook.

Derek-(smiles)getusedtoitbabe...

Thewaiterbringstheirfoodtothem,herefillstheir

glasseswithwineagain...

Nelly-soanygirlfriend,child?

Derek-girlfriendno,(smiles)thatwhyI'mback,you

willbemygirlfriend.Idohavetwokidsthough,twins

actuallyagirlandaboy,turning1yearnextweek.

Nelly-soyouwillmisstheirbirthdaysinceyouhere?

Derek-theylivehereinDurban.Youdidn'tknowI

havekids?



Nelly-noIdidn't,younevertoldme.

Derek-(Laughs)IalwayspostthemonmyInstagram

page.Ahhayouoneofthoseslayqueenswho

expectustofollowthembuttheydon'tfollowback...

Nelly-(burstoutlaughing)Iactuallydofollowyou

butIjustdon'thavetimetospendonInstagram.

Theycontinuetochatandlaughhereandthere,she

washavingagreattime,Derekwasaeasyguyto

talkto,heremindedherofShaka....

Meanwhile...

Blessparkshiscar,theygetexitthecarlockingit.

Sbaniexcuseshimselfashehastoansweracall.

Hemovesfurtheraway.Blesswasabouttowalkto

theentranceoftheresturantwhenhenoticedthe

WhiteBMWX6,hewantedtolookattheregistration

plate,whenapassingcardisturbedhim,hootingthat

heisstandinginitdrivingpath,hequicklymovedfor



thecarandheadedtothedoor,forgettingtolookat

thecarplates...

Hewentinsidetherestaurantandthewaitershowed

himtohistable,hehandedhimthemenu...

Bless-Pleaseleaveoneformyfriendtoo,hewilljoin

meshortly...

ThewaiterleftanothermenuforSbani,afterafew

minutesSbanijoinedBlessatthetable...

Sbani-sorrythatwasmylawyer..

Bless-(raisinghiseyebrow)lawyer?

Sbani-ihadameetingwithhimthismorningabout

myassets.Ialsoaskedhimtodrawupafair

settlementforNtombiandthedivorcepapers.

Bless-(sighs)youreallywanttodothis?



Sbani-yeah,itnouseputtingitoffforalongtime.It

unfaironNtombianditunfaironNellyaswell,Ineed

tostartshowingherthatI'mcommitted,Ineedto

startlettingherknowmeandmeknowherwithout

anythingholdingusback.

Bless-(shakinghishead)Ihopeforyoursake,that

thisistherightdecision.

Sbani-(smiles)itis...

Bless-(Laughs)Inever...

Hecouldnotfinishashecouldnotbelieve,whathe

wasseeingatthefarendoftherestaurant,Sbani

looksathim,waitingforhimtofinishhissentence...

Sbani-(Laughs)youneverWhat???

Bless-(lookingathimblinking)ahh,uhm (looksat

Nellyagain)...

Sbani-(smiles)aaahhhWhat??(Lookingwhere

Blessislooking)whatarey....



Hecouldnotfinishhissentence,hissmilevanished

fromhisface,thereshewas,smiling,laughing

lookingrathertocomfortable.Hiswholedeminor

changed,hefeltknotsonhisstomach,hischest

startedtopainandhiswholebreathingchanged.He

watchedheronceagain,shelookedreallybeautiful.

Whywouldshelookthisbeautifulforhim?Why

wouldshelaughandsmilelikethatforhim?Whois

he??Whyisshesocomfortablearoundhim??She

washis,heshouldmakeherlaughandsmilelike

that,sheshouldlookthatbeautifulonlyforhim?She

washis,andhewashers...

Blesslookedatthestresslinesonhisfriends

forehead,hewatchedhowhishandswillformafist

everynowandagain,hewatchedhowhisfriend

battledwithhismind,heatsomepointthoughthe

sawtearsforminginhiseyesbuthelookedclearly

athiseyeandnoticedsomethingfarworse,he

watchedhowhiseyesturnedtothoseeyesthathe

wishedtoneverseeagain,thoseeyesthat



accidentallystrangledagirltodeaththatfateful

night.Theeyesofamonster,theeyesofaman

possessed.Heknewhehadtodosomethingfast.

Bless-Heisprobablyjustafriend

Sbani-(clenchinghisjaws)hebroughtherRED

roses...

Bless-uhmm,uhmmitjustanicegesture.

Sbani-(lookingdirectlyathiseyes)theyRED...

Bless-(pleadingeyes)okaylisten,wewillgothere

andgetyourgirl.But..wedothiscalmly.

Sbani-(breathingheavily)lookathowsheissmiling,

sheison...She...sheisonadate...

Bless-Nono...(fakesmiling)itnotadate..Comeon,

youintimidatedbythatloser.

Sbanigetsupandwalkstotheirtable,Blessquickly

followshimbegginghimtonotcauseascene...



NellywaslisteningtoDerektellheraboutthefunny

storiesthathappenedwhenheandNhlanhlawerein

varsity,shelaughedsohardandwhenshelooked

ahead,shenoticedspottedSbaniandBlessmaking

theirwaytohertable,shesmiledatthembutonly

Blesssmiledback,shenoticeditwasafakesmile,

somethinginsideherchanged,somethingtoldher

thatthiswasn'tafriendlygreeting.Shelookedat

Sbani,somethingwasdifferentabouthim,hiswhole

aurachangedtosomethingdarkanddangerous.

Sheswallowedhard,astheyreachedhertable...

Bless-(fakesmile)hello..

Nelly-(smile)heyguys..(LookingatSbani)

Sbani'seyesthiswholetimeweredirectedatDerek

anditwasn'tafriendlylook....

Nelly-uhmmmDerekthisisBless,heisafriend.

Derek-(ShakingBlesseshand)nicetomeet..



Bless-(fakesmile)pleasure...

Nelly-(smiles)thisisSbani,heismycollegue...

Derek-(looksatSbani)(frowns)Iknowhim..

Nelly-(suprised)oh..

Sbani-(lookingatNelly)letgo....

Nelly-(frownslookingathim)I'mstillhavinglunch

with...

BlesslooksatNellywithpleadingeyes,shesighs

irritated,SbanilooksatDerekonelasttime,hetakes

Nellyspurse,andwalksout...

Nelly-(looksatDerek)I'msorryforthis,Iwillseeyou

tomorrow.

Derek-whatishetoyou?Areyoudatinghim?

Nelly-no,he...

Blessclearshisthroat,Nellylooksathim,sheisvery



annoyedrightnow...

Nelly-(huggingDerek)Iwillexplainlater..

Derek-(kisseshercheek)I'mnotsureitsafeleaving

withhim,didyouseehisface..

Bless-hewon'thurtherifthatwhatyouworried

about.

Nelly-Iwillbefine.(Smiles)Ihadagreattime,thank

you...(pickingtheflowers)

Bless-(takestherosesoutherhand)IthinkitbestI

takethese...

Nelly-(annoyed)Nxi...

Shewalksouttheresturant.Shewalkstohercar,

sheisverypissedrightnow.Whodoeshethinkheis,

thiswasjustaninnocentlunch.Shewasaboutto

reachhercar,whenSbanigotoutofthecarand

wenttoopenthepassengerdoorforher,sheangrily

gotin.Hewasabouttostraptheseatbeltforher,

whensheangrilystopedhim...



Nelly-(angry)Icandoitmyself...

Sbani-(lookingather)removeyourhands...

Shesighedandlethimstrapherseatbeltforher...

Sbani-thankyou...

Hewenttothedriver'sseatandstrappedhimself.

Hestartedtheengineandreversed,hejoinedthecar

totheroad.Itwaspuresilentinsidethecar.She

lookedathim,shecouldseehewastryinghisbest

tostaycalm.Forsomereasonthissideofhim

intriguedher,shewatchedhowhisstronghands

gripedthestarringwheelofhercar,shebeginto

imaginethosesamestronghandsgrappingtightly

onhertighsandmarkingher.Shehadtobesmart

aboutthis,shereallydidnotwanttoarguewithhim.

Shelookedathim,asillythoughtpoppedupher

mind,couldshereallydoit?Sheunfastenedher

seatbelt,sheturnedtohimandlowerdherhead,she



unzippedhisJean,makinghimlookather...

Nelly-keepdriving...

Hepushedherheaddown,andcontinueddriving

withasmirkonhisface....

SeeyouMonday
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ATUMHLANGAHOSPITAL

Nurse1-Ineedyoutopushforme,Iwillcountto3

andyouwillstartpushing

Simi-(takingdeepbreaths)okay…

Doctor-okay,Nursebeginthecountdown..

Nurse1-1,2,3nowpush…



Simi-(pushing)ahhhhh…..ahhhhh

Doctor-youdoinggood…

Afteraseveralminutesofherpushing,shefinally

gavebirthtoababyboy.Thenursehastakenhimto

gocleanhimup.Simiislayingonherhospitalbed

exhausted.Ma’SiwelaandZenandeknockandwalk

insideherroom.

Ma'Siwela-(smiling)hellomybaby..

Simi-(smiles)hellomah

Zenande-(smiles)hellomommy..

Simi-(Laughs)whendidyougetback?,Ithoughtyou

wentbackhome.

Zenande-Icamebackyesterday,Icouldnotmiss

thismoment.

Ma'Siwela-uphimzukuluwami?(Whereismy

grandson?)

Simi-(yawns)theywenttocleanhimup.I'msure



sebezombuyisamanje

(Theywillbringhimbacknow)

Ma'Siwela-howcuteishe?Doeshehaveyour

marbleeyes?Orunekhandaelikhulunjengoyise(he

hasabigheadlikethedad)

Simi-(Laughs)hedidn'topenhiseyesthatmuch,he

sotinyandadorablema,Ican’tbelieveI'mamom.

Ngiyabongama,youhavesupportedmethroughout

thisjourney

Ma'Siwela-(holdingherhand)you’remydaughter,it

mydutytosupportyoubaby.

Zenande-haveyounamedhimyet?

Simi-(smiles)no,I'mwaitingforNhlanhla.

Nellywalksincarryingalotof“itaboyballons”and

amonkeystaffanimal,shecomesinsidesinging

joyusmusic,ZeeandSimijoininsinging,even

MaSiwelafailedkeepingupastraightface,theystill

werenottalking.Buttodaywasnotaboutthem,

todaywasaspecialdayfortheSiwelafamily.The



joyussingingwentonforafewminutes.Theenergy

wasallpositive.Shetiedtheballonsonher

headboardandhuggedSimi,shewenttogiveZeea

hugaswell.Shewalkeduptohermothernervously

smiling…

Nelly-(smiles,stickingherhandsoutforahug)hello

gogo

MaSiwela-(smiledteary)(embracingher)Istillcan't

believeI'magrandmothernow.I'msohappy,thisis

thebestdayeverbaby,(sniffs)ngiwugogo…

(Laughssniffing)…

Nelly-(smiledlookingather)(stillinherarms)(wipes

hertears)Iknow,zibheke(look)howhappyhappy

youare?(Laughs)yourhairliterallyturnedgrey

today.

Theyalllaughed,Similookedatthewomeninfront

ofher,shefeltblessedtohavetheminherlife.In

suchashortspaceoftime,shehasbuiltaspecial

bondwithZenande,sheisalsogreatfulhowthis



wholeexperiencehasbroughtherandNellycloser,

shehasalwaysdistancedherselffromherbecause

ofherfriendshipwithLungiey.Thenursecame

insidetheroomwithherbabyboywrappedupinhis

fluffyblueblanket.Hewassotiny…

Nurse2-(holdingthebaby)Ihaveyourprecious

cargoherewithme.

MaSiwela-(teary)canIholdhim…

Simitearynodded,thenursehandedMaSiwelathe

baby,sheheldhergrandsoninherarmsand

instantlyfellinlovewithhim,shecouldnotstopthe

tearsofjoy…

MaSiwela-(teary)ohmygod!!!MuhleSimi(heis

beautiful)(babytalk)hellobaby,I'myourgogo,we

goingtohavesomuchfuntogether.

ZenandeandNellymovedclosertoMaSiwelaas



theyadmiredthebaby,theyallspoketohimasifhe

couldhearthem,laughterfilledtheroom.After45

minutesofeachofthemhavingtheirmomentwith

thenewborn,theyfinallyhandedSimiherson.She

rockedhiminherarms..

MaSiwela-whenaretheKhoza’scoming?

Simi-I'mnotsurema,ItoldNhlanhlatotellhisfather

though.Ithinkthewomenwillcome,Idon’tthink

anymalefromtheirsidewillcome,youknowhow

traditionaltheyare..

Nelly-(Laughs)theystillbelieveinthat“themales

arenotallowedtoseethebabyuntilafter3weeksit

born?

Simi-(sighs)yeah…imagine!!!

Nelly-Nhlanhla'sfatherisamodernmanthough..

MaSiwela-(Laughs)Donwillcomeseehisgrandson,

thereisnowayhewillwaitfor3weeks.

Asifspeakingofthedevil,Twoaunt’sfromthe



KhozafamilywalkinsideSimi’sroom,oneofthe

aunt’swasThenjiwe,MaSiwela’sworstnightmare,

theygreetthemandmaketheirwaytoSimi.Oneof

theaunt’sasksSimitohandhimthebaby.

Simi-auntMariayoucanholdhimwhenheisawake,

usalelemanje(heissleepingnow)

AuntMaria-makoti,kumelengihloleumtwanaukuthi

uKhozangempelayini(Ineedtoidentifythebaby

andseeifitaKhozababyforreal)

Simi-YesauntieIhearyou.ButIaskyoudothat

whenheisawake,heneedstorest.

AuntMaria-Thenjiwe,ngenzenjani?

MaSiwela-hawubantu!!!Simiisnotdenyingyou

yourduty,shejustasksyoudoitwhenthebabyis

awake.

AuntMaria-(lookingatMa'Siwelaupanddown)

ungubaniwena?(Whoareyou?)

Thenjiwe-(Laughs)hhehhh!!!Uyenalowahlulwa

ukuganwaubhuti(Sheistheonewhofailedto



marrymybrother)

AuntMaria-(lookingatMa'Siwela)hehhehehuma

wabafanalo,(clapsonce)I'mnotsurprisedbhuti

didn'tmarryher.

MaSiwela-(rollseyes)wereallygoingthere,

technicallyI'mamaKhozawife,yourbrother

marriedmetraditionally,getoffyourhighhorses,

Thenjiweyoudon’twanttopickafightwithme.This

isahappydayforme.

Thenjiwe-(lookingatZeeandNelly)soyouhad

anotherbabyafterlelibhunulakho(pointsatNelly)

tothinkyouwantedmybrothertoraiseawhitebaby,

haveyoufinallyshowedyourdaughterherrealfather?

Inganekabasile

MaSiwela-IneveraskedDontoraisemydaughter

hewantedtoonhisown.Irefused,getyourfacts

straightThenjiwe,you'resuchabitterperson,that

uzofauwedwa(youwilldiealone).Everwondered

whyyourbrothersrelationshipsneverwork,itall

becauseofyou.Nxinayiigulubebo…

Nelly-mamacalmdown,letusnotspoilthemood.



Thenjiwe-lalelalelibhunulakho(listentothiswhite

Chileofyours)Ithinkittimeyouleave,onlyfamily

shouldbeherenow.

MaSiwela-thisismygrandson,Ideservetobehere.

Thenjiwe-thisisaKhozababy.NhlanhlaisaKhoza.

MaSiwela-kwabhenjwamina,kwaphumaloNhlanhla

omushoyo(IwasfuckedthanNhlanhlawasborn),

suckitup,asiyindawo(wenotgoinganywhere)

AuntMaria-(covershermouth)hawu!,hawu!....

Nelly-Mama!!!

MaSiwela-Nxiyini,theypridingthemselves

ngemisebenziyegquzayami(aboutmyvaginaswork)

Nhlanhlaisalsomychild.

AuntMaria-haybo!!!Kantilomfaziunjani?(What

typeofwomanisthis)

Nelly-MAMA!!!...letgo,wewillcomeandseeSimi

tomorrow,ifwestayherethiswillescalatemore…

TheybidSimigoodbye,SimiandZenandecouldnot

holdbacktheirlaughter,MaSiwelaisonewoman

youdon’twanttomesswith.Shedishesitraw…..



ATSBANIANDNTOMBIHOUSE

Sbanicamedownstairswearinghisgolfattire,

NtombiandNomawerewatchingtvtogether…

Sbani-(takinghiskeys)I’moff…

Noma-(lookingatherdad)daddywhereyougoing?

Sbani-(smileskissinghercheek)I'mgoingtoplay

golfwithmyfriends.

Noma-canIcome?

Sbani-Nobaby,nogirlsallowed…

Noma-okay…(goesbacktowatchingtv)

Ntombi-whattimewillyoubeback?

Sbani-I'mnotsure,haveyouhadtimetogothrough

thepapers?

Ntombi-(sighs)No,I'mmeetingmylawyerthis

afternoon.

Sbani-okay…



HerememberedBlessaskedhimtobringhiman

extrapairofgolfgloves,heputhisphoneandcar

keysdownrushingbackupstairs.Hisphonebeeped

indicatingatextcomingin,shelookedatit,

temptationtoopenit,itwasthererightinherface.

Shetookhisphoneandopenedit,ithadno

password,sheopenedthetextitwasBless

remindinghimnottoforgettheextragolfgloves.

Shewasabouttoswitchitoffwhenshesawher

name,“Nelly”itwasthesecondname,onhischat.

Heopenedhischatwithher,butshefoundnothing,

theirconversationwasmainlyaboutworkbutasshe

scrolledshenoticedatexthesenttoher“you

missedgymthe3rdtimeinarownow”she

swallowedwhenitclickedtoherthathechanged

gymbecauseofher,shewasthe“gymbuddy”she

scrolledagainandcametoatextthatread“I'm

sorry”towhichshereplied“youcan'tkeepself

medicatingyourselfwithsleepingpillsitnothealthy”

shewasabouttoreadtheirentireconversation

whensheheardhisstepscomingdownstairs.She



quicklyplacedhisphoneback.Hecamedownand

tooktherestofhisstaff.

Sbani-pleasemakesureyoucomebackwith

feedbackfromyourlawyer,youhavedelayedthis

enoughnow.

Ntombi-(annoyed)Mxmshowalittlecompassion,

I’mstillyourwife.

Sbani-(sighs)I'mnotlettingyouruinmymood,just

signthepapers.

Hewalksoutthehouse,leavingapissedNtombi,

shetookherphoneanddialedhersister..

Ringing…

Nonto-hellosisi

Ntombi-(annoyed)heischeatingonmeNonto.That

whyheisdivorcingme,itbecauseofthatwhite

bimboNxi!!!



Nonto-(sighs)youstillhaven'tsignedthepapers?

Sisiwhyyoudoingthistoyourself?Signthepapers,

hegaveyouafairsettlement.

Ntombi-(angry)ifhethinkshewilldivorcemefor

her,unyile(heisshitting),Ineedtopaythathome

wreckingbitchhitchavisit.

Nonto-NoNo,don'tsisi,calmdownplease.Just

thinkforaminute,youdon’twanttolooklikeacrazy

fool.Don’tembarrassyourself.

Shehungupfuming….

Ntombi-(screaming)ahhhhh….

Noma-(laughing)mommywhyyouscreaming?

Ntombi-nevermindbaby,(thinking)babyremember

thesecretyouhavewithdaddy?

Noma-(confused)whatsecret?

Ntombi-(sighs)babycomeonthelittlesecretyou

anddaddyshare,tellmommy.



Noma-Idon’tremember…

Ntombi-(annoyed)NOMA!!!Damnmit…remember…

Noma-(frowns)Don'tshoutatme…

Ntombi-(sighs)I'msorrybaby…

Noma-(standingup)Idon’twanttowatchtv

anymore,Idon’tlikeyou,IwanttogotoKhulus

house.

Shewalkedupstairstoherroomandbangedthe

doorloud….

ATUMHLANGAHOSPITAL

Nomvelophonevibrated,shepickeditupandsaw

thecallerIDandsmiledtoherself..

Bless-hellobeautiful

Nomvelo-heyyou…

Bless-howisyourdaysofar?



Nomvelo-youknowitalwaysbusyforme.Arewe

stillonfortonight?

Bless-(smiled)definitely,I'monmywaytoplaygolf

rightnow.

Nomvelo-(smiled)okay,letmework.

Bless-I'mgettingmykisstonight,itout3rddate…

Nomvelo-uhmmmweshallseeMrNdawora

Bless-byeMrsNdawora

Shehangedupandspinnedonherchairsmiling….
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ATCOASTALISLANDS

Nomvelowalksinsidethehotelandmakesherway

tothediningarea,thehostessmeetsherhalfway

Hostess-(smiles)goodeveningmam,areyoudining



alone?

Nomvelo-(smiles)No,I'mmeetingsomeonehere.I

thinktheyalreadywaitingformeinside.

Hostess-okaycomethroughmom.

Shewalksinsideandlooksaroundthediningarea,

shespotsBlessonthefarendtable,shesmilesand

walkstohim.Sensingthatsomeoneislookingat

him,helooksupandseesherwalkingtowardshim

smiling,hesmilesbackandstandsup,finallyshe

reachedhim,hegreetsherandkisseshercheek

pullingthechairforhertosit…

Nomvelo-(smiles)thislookscozyanditverywarm

inhere.

Bless-wouldyouratherItakeyoutoNandos?

Nomvelo-(Laughs)foryourinformationIlove

Nandoschicken.

Bless-ournextdatewegoingtoNandos(Laughs).

Youlookbeautifulbytheway.



Nomvelo-(blushes)youdon’tlooktobad.Sothisis

thedatewherewegettoknoweachothermore.

Bless-cometothinkofit,thisisourfirstofficialdate.

Theprevious2werenotreallydateswehadSbani

andNellythere.

Nomvelo-(smiles)yeah.(Thinking)…whatgoingon

velebetweenthosetwo?Aretheyanitem?

Bless-(sighs)itcomplicated,letnottalkaboutthem

Iwanttoknowaboutyou.WhoisNomvelo?

Nomvelo-(smiles)Nomveloisa30yearoldwoman,

verypassionateaboutmedicine,I'mtheoldestat

homeandIhave2siblingsbothboys.I'mavery

boringperson(Laughs).Idon’tdrink,mostofthe

timesI’mathomewithmytwokids.

Bless-youhavetwokids?

Nomvelo-(sighs)Yeah…

Bless-(lookingather)(smiles)theyprobablycute

liketheirmommy.Youshouldn’tbeashamedofit,

beingamomisabeautifulthing.

Nomvelo-I'mnotashamed,butitusuallyhardto



datewhenawomanhaskids.Mostofthetimeman

avoiddatingwomenwithkids.

Bless-Idon’thaveaproblemwithawomanwhohas

kids.(Smiles)infactItabonusforme,usually

womanwithkidsaremoreresponsible.Howoldare

they?

Nomvelo-(smiles)theytwins,theyturnedone3

monthsback.Theyareahandful(laughs)myboy

thinksheisamonkey,hejumpsalloverthehouse.

Mybabygirlisaprincess,shelivesinacastleand

weallareherservants.

Bless-(smileslookingather)youlightupwhenyou

speakaboutthem.

Nomvelo-(smiles)theyaremylife.Uhmmsowhois

Bless?AndwhythenameBless?

Bless-(laughs)Iknewyouwouldaskthat.Myname

isactuallySbusisoBlessingNdawora.Ididn’twant

togowiththetypical“Sbu”andmymomlikedto

callmeBless,itdifferentIlikedit.WellBlessisborn

andbreadinBotswana,I'mtheonlychild,ama

straightfowardguy,Idon’tdowellwithdictatorship



whichiswhyBlessisanentrepreneurandnota9to

5guy.UnfortunatelyIhavezerokidsyet.

Nomvelo-howoldareyou?

Bless-(Laughs)Ileftthatpartonpurpose.Iknew

youwouldquerymyage,youwomenareso

predictable.I'm32andfresh,ittheBotswanamagic.

Nomvelo-(rollseyes)cockymuch!!!(Lookingathim)

youremindofmydad,youactuallyhavehiseyes,

youlookliketheyoungerversionofhim(Laughs)oh

mygodthisisweird.

Bless-(Laughs)welltheydosay,girlsshouldmarry

guysliketheirfather.Hemustbeawonderfulman,

tellhimyoubringhimasonin-lawthatlookslikehim.

Nomvelo-(Laughs)twobullsinonekraal,notagood

idea.

Theycontinuetalkingandlaughing,itwassucha

refreshingtobeineachother’scompanies,

everythingfeltnatural,conversationswerenot

forced,theythinkedaliketoo.Allinallitwassafeto



say,thiswasthebeginningofawonderfuljourney

forthem,orsotheythought…

ATNELLYSAPARTMENT

Shewasinthebathroom,shejustfinishedtakinga

quickshower.Shewantedtobrushherteethwhen

sherealisedshehasranoutofColgate.Shekeeps

extrastockofColgateinsidethebathroomdrawer.

Sheopenedthefirstdrawerandrealiseditwasthe

drawerwhereshekeptherpantyliners,sanitary

padsandherwipes.Shewasabouttoclosethe

drawerwhensomethingcaughtherattention.There

werefouruntouchedalwayspadspacks,this

couldn’tbecorrect,yesshekeepsextrapacksbut

usuallythereisalwaysonepackandhalfleftbefore

shebuysandreplacesthestock.Herheartstarted

beatingfast.Itbeenlongsinceshewentandbought

pads,hellcometothinkofit,shecannotremember

thelasttimeshehadherperiod.Suddenlytheroom

becametoosmall,shefeltsuffocated.Afterafew



minutesshecomposedherselfandopenedthelast

drawertookouttheColgateandwenttobrushher

teeth.ShekepttellingherselfItnothing,buttherate

ofherheartbeatsheknewshewasjustindenial.

Shewalkedtoherclosettogetdressedinhersleep

wear,shedroppedhertowelandlookedathernaked

bodyinthemirror,sheexaminedeachandeverypart

ofherbody.Atfirstglancenothinglookedoutofthe

ordinarybutwhenshelookedcloselyherstomach

wasn’tthatflatanymore,thelowerpartofitwas

bloated,shetouchedherBelly,herheartstarted

beatingveryfast,itwashard….

Nelly-(teary)God!!No…

Herphonevibrates,shelooksatthecallerandit’s

Sbani,shethinksofignoringhimbutshegetsridof

thatthoughtfast,knowinghim,hewoulddriveallthe

waytoherapartment.Sheanswers…

Nelly-(wipeshertears)Hey…



Sbani-(quietforasecond)…whatwrong?

Nelly-(sniffs)(fakeslaugh)itnothingyoushould

worryabout.Ittearsofjoy,Simigavebirthtoday,I'm

anaunt.

Sbani-…..(quiet)…Imissyou.

Nelly-Iknow,Imissyoutoo….

Sbani-Ntombiissigningthepaperstoday.

Everythingisgoingtobeokay,youdon’teverhaveto

feelliketheotherwomananymore,eventhoughI

neversawyouasone.Icanfinallytakeyououtona

properdate,wewillfinallygetthechancetoknow

eachotherproperly.Youcanfinallybefreeofthe

guilt.

Nelly-(sighs)Ican'tsayI'mhappy.Buildingmyown

happinessofsomebodyelse’stears,itwon’tend

wellforme,forthebothofus.Itwon’tbeeasy,she

hasheldoffsigningthosepapersforthepast3

months,whatmakesyouthinkshewillsignthem

today.Theminuteshefindsoutaboutus,thereisno

wayshewillsignthosepapers,Idon’tthinkshelikes

methatmuch,Idon’tblameherthough,infactshe



neverlikedme,shejusttoleratedme.Hervisittothe

hospitalwasherclaimingyouandwewerenoteven

athingatthattime.Idon’tthinkshewillsignthose

papers,shehaseveryrightnottoo,shewillfightyou.

Thisisthebeginningofaveryexhaustedjourney,

shehasthepower,weareathermercy.(Touched

herbelly)(voicebreaking)itwillonlygetworsefrom

here.

Sbani-(sighs)don’ttalklikethat.Nothingwillstop

mefrombeingwithyou.Iloveyou,I’dgivemylife

foryou,Iwillbebetterforyou.Youalreadyclaiming

defeatbeforethebattleevenstarted.Ifellinlove

withthestrongwomaninyou,yourabilitytobe

differentfromtherest,you'reonemanarmyhuman

being,Ilovethataboutyou,youshinebyyourself.I

willstandwithyou,ourfamilieswillbeagainstus,

societywillnotapproveofourrelationship,peopleat

workwilltalkbutIwillstandwithyou,areyouwith

me?

Nelly-(smilesteary)(sniffs)yes,

Sbani-(smiles)Iwanttohearyousayit.



Nelly-(wipestears)yesIwillbewithyou.Wewill

standtogether.

Sbani-(smiles)nowthatmywoman.(Placeshis

handonhisheart)youareme

Nelly-(smiles)Iamyou.

Sbani&Nelly-Weareone.

Sbani-Iloveyou…

Nelly-(sighs)Iknow…

Sbani-(smiles)youwillsayitoneday…..shouldI

comesleepthere?

Nelly-(holdsherbelly)no,Iwillseeyoutomorrow.I

wantapeacefulnight.

Sbani-(Laughs)whatareyousaying?

Nelly-(Laughs)whenyouhereIjustwanttojump

yourbones.Ineedabreak.

Sbani-(Laughs)I'mgladyouhaveacknowledged

thatyouliketakingadvantageofmydick

Nelly-(Laughs)mxm!!!Iwanttosleep.



Sbani-tomorrowwegoingtogym.Youhavebeen

skippingoursessionsfortoolongnow.Ibetterfind

youready.

Nelly-(rollseyes)byebully

Shehangsupandsmilesbutitsoonturnsintoa

frownwhenhereyeslandonherbelly.Shefeelsher

anxietykickinginsherushestoherbathroomand

drinkswaterfromthetapcalmingherselfdown.She

issoscaredofmotherhood.Hebiggestfearinlifeis

becomingaparent,abadparent…

Nelly-(rubsherbelly)whatwillIdowithyou.(Sighs)

thisisawrongtimeforyou.Pleasedon’tbethere,

pleaseletthisbejustmyimagination.

ATTHEZULUHOUSEHOLD

Ntombiparkshercar,shewalksinsidethehouse

fumingwithanger.ShefindsMrZuluandMrsZulu



togetherwithShakahavingsupper…

Ntombi-sanibonani

Them-yebo…

Ntombi-BabanoMa,canwetalkafteryoufinish

eatingsupper?

Shaka-(lookingather)whatthisabout?

Ntombi-(annoyed)I'mtalkingtoMaandBaba.

Angikhuluminawe(I'mnottalkingtoyou)

MrZulu-(sighs)itokayndodakazi,havesupperwith

us,wewilltalkafter.

MrsZulu-hlalasisi,IwillcallMavistobringaplate

foryou.

Ntombitakeshersit,MrsZulushoutsforMavisto

bringanextraplateforNtombi,Shakalooksather

andshakeshishead.



MrZulu-(smiles)oursuperstarcomplainedtous

thatyoushoutedather.

MrsZulu-(Laughs)ayiwehaveourselvesadrama

queen.Ifeartheyearsofherasateenager.

MrZulu-(Laughs)wecan’tstressourselveslove,

thatSbanisezweandNtombi’sjob.

Ntombi-Sbaniistheonecorruptingourdaughter,he

teachershertobackchatandspeakoutoforder.If

hewasaresponsiblefatherandadultourdaughter

willgrowuptobearespectfulyounglady.Howcan

shewhenherfatherisaconnivingbastard,onewho

cheatsandlies.(Pushesherplate)I'msorryMrZulu

butIcannotwaittillendofsupper.Yoursonissued

medivorcepapers,hewantsoutofthismarriage,he

thinkIwilljustwalkoutofthismarriagewithnothing,

Igaveupmyjobforhim,Ilovedhimunconditionally,

thisishowherepaysme.SuddenlyNtombiisnot

goodenoughjustbecausesomewhite,bigass

bimboshowsup.I'llbedamnedifIletthatbitchtake

awaymyhusbandfromme.Callyoursontoorder,or

Iwillbeforcedtocallafamilymeeting.



MrsZulu-Ntombithatnotawayyoushouldtalkwith

Baba.Lalelalasisi(listenhere)ifyouusedto

disrespectingyourhusband,fine,butyoudonotget

tospeaklikethattomine.Ihaveneverever

disrespectedZululikeyoujusthave.Thisismy

house,thisismyhusband,respectthatandrespect

meandourspace.Nowweloveyouasourdaughter

inlaw,weareagainstdivorce,inourZuluculture

thereisnodivorce.Wedonotknowtherootofyour

maritalproblems,itisobviousthatoursonisdone,

wecannotforceSbanitoloveNtombi,wecan’tforce

himtostaymarriedwithyou.Wecanonlyguidehim,

whichwehavedone.Italluptohimifhechoosesto

listentousornot.Sbanisezweisoldenoughto

makehischoices,wemaynotlikethem,orapprove

ofthembutwewillacceptthem.Thatpartofbeinga

parent,youdon’tdisputeyourChildren’schoices,

youguidethemandyouletthembe.Theycaneither

learnfromtheirchoicesortheywillgrowfromtheir

choices.Donotdegradeyourselfformysonsisi,

lethimgo,donotsettleforhim,you'regoodwoman,

ifmyson’sdoesnotappreciateyoushameonhim,

thathisloss.Someoneelsewillloveandappreciate



youthewayyoudeservetobe.

Ntombi-I'mnotsigningthepapers,whyshouldhe

geteverythinghewants?Whyshouldhebehappy?

Hecan'tevendoasimplethinglikegetmepregnant

suddenlyheisGod.Heistheshit,wellheshould

thankme,I'mactuallydoinghimafavourbeingwith

him,heisbloodyuseless.

Shaka-(angry)DON'T,DON'TGOTHERE…(lookingat

her)youdon’twanttogothere.

Ntombi-(angry)ohshutup!!!!Thisisnotthetimeto

suckuptoyourbigbrother,heain’there,youdonot

needtoputontheperformance.

Shaka-(Laughs)youknowyousomethingelse.

(Seriousface)perhapsweshouldtalkaboutwhat

youdidlastyearJune?DoesDrLembedebringback

anymemories?

Ntombi-(swallowed)…

Shaka-Ididn’tthinkso….Youshouldcheckyourself

beforeyoupullthetrigger,youmightjustfindthe

bulletwasmeantforyou.



MrsZulu-(lookingatShakathanNtombi)whatgoing

on?Nikhulumangani?(Whatareyoutalkingabout?)

Shaka-(standingup)(lookingatNtombi)Iknow

morethanyouthink.Itwoulddoyougoodtoshutup.

Themoreyoutalk,themorevenomyouspitandthe

moredamageyoudotoyourself.Signthepapers

andwalkawaywiththelittledignityyoustillhold.

(Lookingathisdad)Ngiyabongaforthesupper,take

careMageba…

Hekisseshismom’scheekandmakeshiswayto

hiscar….

MrZulu-(takesanapkinandwipeshismouth)I’ve

lostmyappetite..(lookingatNtombi)Ihaveno

wordsforyoumydear.Icanneverdisrespectany

woman.Icannotdisciplineyouaswell,clearlyyou

don’tacknowledgemeasafatherfigure,thereforeI

cannotcorrectyouonyourwrongdoings.Ialways

knewyourmouthwillbeyourdownfall,todayyou

haveprovenmeright.(Standingup)letthisbethe



lasttimeyoudisturboursupperwithyouradult

tantrumsanddisrespectmeinmyhome,infrontof

mywifeandson.Donotevershoutatmewhenyou

speaktome,wearenotfriendsandIamnotyour

agemate.Youwillcontactmeifyouwishto

continueandcallafamilymeating,haveagood

night.(LookingatMrsZulu)Don’tkeepmewaiting

forlong…(kisseshercheek).

HewalksoffleavingMrsandNtombialoneatthe

table….

MrsZulu-(sighs)youhavelostonepersonwho

wouldhavefoughtforyouinthatmeeting.Yeswe

cannotchangeSbanisezwe’smind,butmyhusband

wouldhavefoughtforabettersolutionforyour

marriage.

Ntombi-whatdoyoumean?

MrsZulu-whatdoyouthinkaboutpolygamy?

Ntombi-(frowns)thatisbullshit,Iwillneveragreeto



thatinsanity.I'maChristianforGodsake.Ialready

compromisedmyChristianitymarryingtothisfamily

whileIknowverywellyoupracticetradition,you

believeinancestors.

MrsZulu-beingaChristiandoesnotputyouabove

others.Thatthemisunderstandingpeoplehaveout

there,IcanbeChristianandservemygodandstill

practicemytradition.Ancestorsarenotsomeevil

spirits,ancestorsareourforefather’s,theyare

peoplewhoarenolongerwithus.Webelievein

thembecausewebelievetheywatchoverus,we

believetheyprotectusfromharm’swayand

ourselves.TheycannevermatchuptoGodbutthey

playtheirroleinourlives.Theyplaythesameroleas

AngelsbutIguessitsoundsbettertousetheterm

“angels”than“ancestors”.Youhavedisrespected

theZuluhouseholdenoughtodaysisi,wedidnot

forceyoutomarryourson,I'msorryifwehave

madeuncomfortableinpracticingourtradition.

ThoughIfinditironicthatas“Christian”youdonot

eatmeatthatisslaughteredinouryardsbutyoueat

theverysamemeatthatisslaughteredatthe



butchery,itdoesn'tmakesenseifyouaskme,the

onlydifferenceisweburniphephobeforewe

slaughtertheanimal.I'mshockedthatyousitherein

Zulu’shouseandyoudisrespecthim,hishousenow

youdisrespectinghistradition.Youhaveneverseen

usgotoanysangomaorinyangainthisfamily,we

haveneverusedanyformofumuthi,yetyousithere

andhavethecouragetoswearatus,wehave

alwaysbeenaprayingfamilyinthishouse,wegoto

church,wedonotbelittleother’s.Butyou,Ntombi,

yousithereandyoushoveourkindnesstoourface.

Idonotbelieveyourparentsraisedyoutobelike

this.Idonotknowwhathappenedtoyou,youwere

neverlikethis,butIguessthisisthetrueyou,you

havebeenholdingthisgrudgeofourtraditioninside

youthatwhyyouactingoutnow.Idonotblameyou

thoughIwasoncelikeyou,Ijudgedpeoplewho

practicetradition,untilIlearntthatnotallwho

practicetraditionuseimithi.

Ntombi-(swallowed)ma,Ididn't…

MrsZulu-itokay,youhavesaidenough,I’mgladyou

voicedhowyoufeel,wewouldhaveneverknown



thatwehavebeenmakingyouuncomfortable.As

forthepolygamy,noonewasgoingtoforceyou

dear,butseeingasyoufightingalosingbattle,a

smartintelligentwoman,awomanwholovesher

husbandandisnotwillingtoleavehermarriage,

wouldhaveplayedthiscard.Youwouldhaveheldall

thecards.Youthefirstwife,shewouldhavehadto

respectyou.Thiswouldhavebuyedyoutimeto

workonyourmarriage,whoknowmaybehewould

haverealisedthatsheisjustinfactuation.Wewould

neverknownow,youhavegivenhereverything,You

haveopenedthewindowforhimtoloveher,sheis

thecalmandcollectedwomanandyouthenagging

andcrazywifewhocan’tkeephermouthshut.She

wins.(Standingup)I'mdissapointedinyou,Inever

picturesyouasthetypetolookdownonothers.

Goodnightsisi,youwillseeyourselfout….

Shestandsandmakesherwaytoherhusband's

studyleavingadistraughtNtombiinthelivingroom.

Sheopensherhusband'sstudyandclosesthedoor

whileshegoesthroughherhusband'sphonebook,



thatwherehekeepsallhiscontacts.Shesearches

forhernumber,afterafewminutesofsearchingshe

findsitandtakeherphoneanddialshernumber…

Ringing…..

Nelly-(sleepy)hello

MrsZulu-hello,sorrytowakeyouup,youspeaking

toMrsZulu…

Nelly-(silent)….Ohuhmmmm,MrsZuluhowareyou?

MrsZulu-couldbebetter,canwemeet?

Nelly-…uhmmmyeahsure.

MrsZulu-Iwillbeintouchtogiveyouthedetails….

Shehangsup…….

ATSHAKA’SAPARTMENT



OnthephonewithZenande…..

Shaka-whycan’tyousleepover?

Zenande-Idon’tthinkMawillallowthat.

Shaka-(irritated)comeonZee,whenwasthelast

timeyouspentthenightwithme.Eversinceyou

startedstayingthere,youhavebeenactinglikea

teenager,yousuddenlyhavecurfewsandno

sleepovers.

Zenande-IhavetorespectMa,thisisherhouse.

Shaka-youevencallingherMomnow,areyouthat

desperateforamother’slove,youeventurningtoa

childagain,youabidingbyherstupidrules.Ithink

youshouldgobacktoleavingatRes,youneedto

cuttieswiththatwomanyouintodeep.

Zenande-fuckyouShaka,younotmyman.Callme

whenyoufindyoursenses,rightnowyouhavelost

thempieceofshit.

Shehangsup.Shakafrustratedlykickshisglass



tableandbreaksitintopieces.HedialsSharon’s

number…

Ringing…

Sharon-hellosexy..

Shaka-myplacenow…

Hehangsup….

ATCOASTALISLANDS

BlessandNomvelowalkoutsidethehotelholding

hands,theyhadagreatnight,theywerefewkisses

hereandthere.AblackSUVpullsupinfrontofthem,

amaninablacksuitwalksoutandopenstheback

door…



Nomvelo-(turnstohim)wellthisisme(pointatthe

SUV)

Bless-(confused)youhaveachauffeur?...waitare

thosebodyguards?

Nomvelo-(sighs)yeah,theyaremyfather’smen.

Thechauffeuronlydrivesmeatnight,thesecurity

detailgoeseverywhereIgo.

Bless-(shocked)howcomeIneversawthembefore?

)…andwhatexactlydoesyourfatherdo?

Nomvelo-theydisguisethemselvesduringtheday,

youcanneverspotthem...myfatherworksforthe

government.ListenIdon’ttellpeoplewhomyfather

isbecausetheyalwaystreatmedifferent.Idon’t

wanttoruinourdatespeakingaboutmyfather’s

status.Canwefocusonus.

Bless-(bringinghertohisarms)(smiles)okay,but

wewillhavethistalksoon.(Frenchkissesher)Ihad

agreatnight.

Nomvelo-(hugshimtight)metoo.…goodnight.

Bless-(smiles)goodnight….



Shewalkstowardsthecarandgetsin.Thecar

drivesoffandBlesstakesouthisphoneandtexts

Sbani…

“Ithinksheistheone”
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ATNELLYSAPARTMENT

5:00am

Shewasfastasleepwhen,Sbanikeptringingher,he

waswaitingforherattheparkinglot,butshedidn’t

answerherphone.Hesighedandmadehiswayto

herapartment,heknocked3timesandwhenshe

didn'tanswerhetookthesparekeysshegavehim

andopenedthedoor….



Sbani-(shouting)Nelly?....

Heshoutedhernameagainandsheneveranswered,

heshookhisheadandmadehiswaytoherbedroom.

Hecouldnotunderstandwhythesuddenlackof

interestingym,thiswassounlikeher,sheloved

workingout.Hewalksinsideherroomandfindsher

sleepingwithherhandcoveringherBelly,hewalked

closerandstaredather,herhairwasmessy,her

noisewasred,herpinkpoutlipswereslightlyparted,

shelookedsocute,hecouldseeshewasfast

asleep,hesmiledthinkingthatthiswasthewoman

hewouldbewakingupnexttofortherestofhislife.

Helaysontopofherandplantswetkissesallover

herface.Shestartstomoveabit,hedoesnotstop,

sheslowlyopenshereyesandlooksattheman

layingontopofher….

Nelly-(frowns,tryingtopullthecoveroverherface)

Goaway…

Sbani-(smiles)morningtoyoutoobabe.Wakeup,



wedon’thavemuchtime.

Nelly-canwegotomorrowIpromiseIwillwakeup

early(givinghimhercutepuppyface)

Sbani-(shakinghishead)Nope,youalreadymissed

5ofoursessions.Babewakeupplease.

Nelly-(wrapsherarmaroundhisneck)babeletget

underthecovers,warmeachotherup(babykisses

him)

Sbani-(smiles)Nothappening.(Pullingthecoveroff

her,tossingittotheside)shouldIcarryyouoryou

willdotherightthingandgetup.

Nelly-(teary)Ijustwantedapeacefulsleep,whydid

youcomehere(sniffs)…

Sbani-(Laughs)really?Tears?Unesiskhathi

sokudlala(yougottimetoplay)shouldIcarryyou?

Nelly-(nodswithtearsrunningdownhercheeks)

Sbani-(walkinguptoher)(smiles)youshouldhave

justsaidsobabe,savemeallthisdrama.



Hepicksherupandcarrieshertoherwalkin

closet…

Sbani-(puttingherdown)getdressed,I’mgoingto

makeyouyourproteinshake.(Kisseshercheek)

chop,chopbabe,welate.

Hequicklyrunstothekitchentogetstartedwithher

shake.Shetakesoffhersleepingattire,shepasses

throughhermirrorandstopslookingathertummy.

ShetouchesherBellyandmakesanotetoherselfto

passbythepharmacytodayandbuythepregnancy

kit.Shequicklygetsdressedandmakesherwayto

thekitchen.FindingSbanicountingthenumberof

scoopshehastopour,shewatchedhimcloselyand

wonderifwouldhebethisfocuswhenhehasto

maketheirbaby’sbottle.Shequicklydismissesthat

thought,sheshouldn’tevenbethinkingaboutsuch

things.Heturnsandfindsherwatchinghim,he

smilesandwalksuptoher…



Sbani-(bringinghercloser)(holdsherwaist)that

morelikeit

Nelly-(takinghershakefromhim)(takingasipfrom

it)uhmmmsweet,letgo…(turnsaroundwalking)

Sbani-(quicklycatchesuptoherandspanksher

butt)izintozamimadoda

Theylaughastheymaketheirwaydowntothe

parkinglot,theyavoidtheliftandusethestairsfor

theirwarmupsession…..

ATBEVERLEYHILLSHOTEL

7:39am

Hedailsskillsnumber….

Ringing….



Skills-shoboss

Bless-Ineedyoutodoabackgroundcheckon

someoneforme.Ineedthisinformationnolater

thantomorrowevening.

Skills-okay,whoishe?

Bless-itashe,Nomveloishername,sheworksat

UmhlangaNetcareasadoctor,shehasafatherwho

worksingovernment.Ineedtoknowmoreabouther

fatherandnotsomuchabouther.

Skills-(thinking)isthefathergoingtobeathreatto

ourbusiness?

Bless-thatwhatIwanttoknowbeforeIassociate

myselfwiththelady.

Skills-eitherwayboss,youknowyouneedto

distanceyourselffromher,threatornothreat,factis

herfatherworksforgovernment.

Bless-(commandingvoice)Areyougivingmeorders?

Skills-(sighs)No



Bless-Good.NowdosowhatIpayyoutodoand

keepyourconcernstoyourself.

Hehangsupsandtypes“riseandshinebeautiful”

sendingittoNomvelo,shequicklyrespondstohis

text…

“Ijustdroppedthekidsatschool,onmywaytowork

now”

“offtosavinglivesDoctorNdawora”

“yesMrNdawora,notallofushavefancyjobslike

yoursthatrequiresustositatthecomfortofour

homesandcheckthestockmarketsharepriceevery

nowandthan”

“seeyoulatermadam”

“Ididn'tknowwehadplannedtoseeeachothet”

“wedidn’t,I'mbringingyou,yourNandosfull

chicken”

“uhmmmorderthegreensaladto”



“okay…bye(kisses)beforeyourequestformeto

orderthewholemenu”

Heexitswhatsappandgotohisgallerypictures,he

looksatthepicturehetookofherontheir2nd

unofficialdate,shelooksatherbeautifulfaceand

smiles,hescrollsandcomesacrossapicturethey

tooktogetherthe4ofthem.HelooksatSbani,he

rollshiseyes,hewasnotlookingatthecamerabut

hiseyesweregluedtoNelly.Heisnotsurprised.He

zoomsthepicture,hestaresatitandlaughs,that

cashierwasright,theyallhavethesamehazel

Browneyes,theyactuallylookaliketoo,itweirdhow

Nellyismorelight,Nomveloiscaramelandthen

thereishim,heisdarkbutonecouldmistakethem

forbeingsiblings,theyhadthesamesmile,same

eyesandtheyallhavetheirlefteyebrowraisedwhile

smiling.Helookedatthegirlsclosely,smallteeth,

smalldimplesontheirrightcheek.Heexaminedthe

photoonceagain,hisheartstartedbeatingfast,

coulditbe?Hethought,butthanitwouldn'tmake

sense.Maybeisreadingtomuchintoit.Hegetsup



fromhiscouchandtakehiscarskeysheadingout,

heiscrazytobehavingsuchthoughts….

ATLUNGIEYSFLAT

Atsixmonthspregnantgoingonherseventhin2

weekstime,aheavilypregnantLungieyslowly

makesherwaytothedoor,sheopensandfinds

Sane,withtheironemonthyearoldbabyandSizwe

standingoutsidecarryingJohnDoristakeaways.

Shegrabsthetakeawaypackfromthemmakesher

waytothelivingroom,leavingthemstandingatthe

door….

Fewminuteslater…

TheywalkinwithSanecarryingherplatewithgood,

whileSizwecarriestheirdaughter,theytaketheirsit,

whilelungieymunchiesonherfood…



Sizwe-Athankyouwillbeappreciated.

Lungiey-(rollseyes)ifyoudidn’twanttobringme

food,youcouldhavesaidso.

Sizwe-didyouhearmesayso?Ijustthinkyoucan

bealittlelessmeanyouknow.

Sane-(toucheshistigh)babesheispregnant,lether

be.Howareyoufeeling,Iwasalwaystiredandmy

feetachedalotaswellasmyback.

Lungiey-(sighs)(swallowsherfood)(lickingher

fingers)Ican’twaittogivebirth,getthisbabyout

already.(Teary)lookatmybody,(sniffs)I’mfat,look

atmycheeks(pinchesthem)fatallfat.I'mnot

havinganotherbabyafterthis.

Sizwe-howwillyour“boyfriend”feelaboutthat?Is

heevenyourboyfriend?Heisusingyou,heis

marriedLungiey,married.Ithinkitbestyoustay

awayfromhim.

Lungiey-(teary)Nhlanhlawillunderstand,heisathis

father’shouse,Simijustgavebirth,sheneedshelp

withthebaby.



Sizwe-(annoyed)whataboutyou?Heleftyou

pregnantandalone,togobabyanotherwomanand

herchild.

Sane-(annoyed)you’refineonetotalk.Youdon’tget

tojudgehim,yourrecordwhenitcomestowoman

isnotthatclean.Rightnowheismakingthebestof

thesituation,andheisnotwithjustsome“woman”

heiswithhiswife.(Sighs)Ifeelforyousisi(holding

Lungieyshands)butyouwentafteramarriedman,

whohasanewbornbabywithhiswife.Youwillhave

tounderstandthingshavechanged,whateveryou

twoplannedbeforeyouknewthewifewaspregnant,

justknowthatthisisagamechanged,youhaveto

alteryourplans,makeroomforherandherson.

Actuallyshehastomakeroomforyouandyour

daughter.Unfortunatelyyoucannotfightthisbaby,

theseareconsequencesfordatingmarriedmanthey

comewithbaggage(lookingatSizwe)someare

lighterthantheother,ituptoyouifyoustrong

enoughtopickuptheweight.

Lungiey-(teary)Iknow,Iknow(sniffs)itjusthurts

becauseIlovehimsomuch,itallmyfaultIplayed



hardtogetfortolong,hewasalwaysthere,even

twodaysbeforehewenttopayLobolaforher,he

cametomeandtoldmethatifIwanthimtostop

thenegotiationsIshouldaskhimrightnowandhe

would.(Crying)butIdidn’t,Itoldhimtherewillbeno

him&I,Iwassuchanidiot.IdatedhisBrother

thinkingIwouldgetoverhimbutIjustlovedhim

evenmore,nowIhavetoaccepttosharehimwith

anotherwoman.

Sizwe-hewantstotakeyouashis2ndwife?

Lungiey-Nothimbuthiswifesuggestedit.ButIcan

onlymarryhimtraditionally,legallyshewillbehis

onlywife.

Sane-(wipinghertears)youknowyoucanstillwalk

awayfromthis.Itwon’tbeeasybutyouwillbefine.

Sizwe-(annoyed)andheagreedtothismadness?

Sane-(annoyedlookingathim)DON'T…

Lungiey-(sniffs)hehasn’tagreedtoanything.She

canhavethemarriagecertificatebutIhavehisheart.

(Standingup)Ineedtopee



Shewalksoffleavingthetwolovebirdsalone…

Sane-(staresathim)youbeingahypocriterightnow

anditnotcuteNxi!!!!

Shetakestheirdaughterandheadstothe

bathroom….

ATZULU&SONSCO

Nellywasworkingthroughapileoffiles,itwasa

verybusydaytoday.Theyfinallylandedadealwith

theNigerians,amonthfromnowshewillbeflyingto

Lagos,sheisveryexcitedaboutthat,itwillbeher

firstpersonalclient.Herphonevibratesindicating

thatthereisanewtextmessage,sheopensit…

MrsZulu“Tomorrow,12:30CARLIFONIA



DREAMING”

Shesighsandreplieswithasimpleokay,shecantell

thismeetingisn'tafriendlyone.Shesitssilentlyat

heroffice,lostinherthoughtsshefindsherself

lookingatthepictureofherandLungieyonher

officeshelf.Ithurtshowherbestfriendsuddenly

justvanishedfromherlife,theyhaven’tspokenin3

months,shehastriedcallingherandreachingout

butLungieyneveransweredhercallsandshenever

repliedtohertexts.Shedoesnotevenunderstand

whysheisavoidingher.Shedialshernumberbut

quicklycancelsit.Sheclearsherdeskandlooksat

herwatch,shestillhasanhourand30minutesleft

ofherlunchtime.Shegathersherthingsand

decidestopayherbestfriendavisit.Shemissesher,

Lungieyisnotaverynicepersonbutsheisagreat

friend.

Shewalkstorecaption....



Nelly-(smiles)MbalipleaseholdallmycallsifI

comebacklatefromlunch.

Mbali-okay,(smiles)enjoylunchmama…

Nelly-(swallows)thanks…

Shequicklyremindsherselftogopastthe

pharmacy…..

ATLUNGIEYSFLAT

Nellyparkshercarattheparkinglot.Shewalksto

thereceptionareaandtakesalifttothe3rdfloor.

Afterafewminutessheknocksonherdoor,the

dooropenshereyesmeetSizweslazybrowneyes,

hiseyeshasalwaysbeenhisbestfeature,he

swallowedlookingather,whileshetakesadeep

breathlookingdirectlyathim.Helooksather,she

looksbeautiful,wellshealwayshasbeenbeautiful,

sheisglowingandshelooksbetterthanhe

expected.Shelooksathim,hestilllooksgoodand



clean,hehasalwaystakengoodcareofhisskinand

hisappearance….

Sizwe-(smiles)hey…

Nelly-hi….

Sizwe-howareyoudoing?

Nelly-I'mgoodandyou?

Sizwe-(smiles)I'mgoodtoo…..(silent)….Youlook

beautiful…

Nelly-(confused)whatareyoudoinghere?

Sizwe-uhmmm….

Beforehecouldanswer,loudlaughtereruptsfrom

thelivingroom,NellylooksatSizweconfused,that

definitelyLungieyslaugh,butwhoisshewithand

whyisSizwehere…

Nelly-(raisinghereyebrow)so?



Sizwe-whenyougoinsidepleasetryandkeepan

openmind…

Nelly-what?

Hemovesasideforher,shewalksinsidecarrying

theflowersandchocolatesheboughtforher.She

wasabouttowalktothelivingwhenSizweheldher

arm,makingherjump…

Sizwe-pleaserememberwhatIsaid,openmind…

Sheshakesofherarm,makinghimlosethegriphe

hasonherarm.Shewalkstothelivingroomfinding

LungieyandSaneinalivelyconversation,with

packetsoftakeawaysawayinthetable.Theyboth

havetheirshoesoff,indicatingthattheyhavebeen

seatedlikethisforquitesometimenow.Theyway

Lungieywassmilingitalmostasifsheweretalking

toalongtimefriend.Shelookedbothofthemwitha

confusedlook,whatgoingonhere,whyisSane



here?,whyisSizwehere?AndwhydoesLungiey

looksocomfortablearoundthem…

[11/3,20:49]Marcia:Insert43

ATLUNGIEYSHOUSE....

Nelly-(lookingaround)whatgoingonhere?

Sane-(gettingup)wewillgiveyouspace...(looking

atSizwe)masambe(letgo)

Theywalkedtothebedroomleavingthetwoladies

alone...

Lungiey-pleasetakeasit..

Nelly-(handingher,theflowersandchocolate)I

boughtyourfavouritesthoughtyoumightlikeit...

Lungiey-(fakesmiles)Thanks...



Sheplacestheflowersandtheboxofchocolateon

theside.Itgoessilentforacoupleofminutes,it

awkwardsilence,ituncomfortablesilence....

Lungiey-(takesadeepbreath)youlookbeautiful...

Nelly-thanks.Youlookreadytopop.

Lungiey-(brushingherbigbelly)(smiles)youhave

noidea.

Nelly-(lookingathersad)whathappenedtous?I

can'tcallmybestfriendanymore,threemonthsLuh

threemonths...

Lungiey-(lookingdown)iwasashamed,Iwas

embarrassedmymother,Ibetrayedyou,Mthoko,i

betrayedmyself.Icouldn'thaveyoujudgemelike

everyonedid.Icouldnotlookatyouintheeye.I

thoughtitwasbestIdistancemyselffromyou,it

washardforme.

Nelly-(shakingherhead)allIwantedwastohear

you,allIwantedwasforyoutoexplainthingstome.

Iwasneverangry.Iwasdisappointed,yes.ButI



neverjudgedyou.(Lookingather)Doyouwantto

tellmeeverythingnow?I'mhere,Ipromisetolisten...

Lungiey-(teary)IalwayshadfeelingsforNhlanhla,I

lovedhimthefirstdayIsawhim.Iwasscared

becauseheolderthanmeandhewasyourbig

brother.Iwasalsoscepticalbecauseyouhave

alwaysbeenvocalabouthowyoudon'twantanyof

yourfriendsdatingyourbrothers.Onyour21st

birthdayheconfessedhisfeelingsformeandthat

howitallstarted.HeusedtovisitmeatRes,we

wentoutbutwehadnotlabelledourselvesyet.We

startedhavingproblemsbecauseIdislikedhisstreet

friends,thoughIknewhewasnotdealingbutIhated

hiscrowd.SoIendedourrelationship.Fastfowardto

medatingMthoko,IthoughtIwouldgetover

Nhlanhla.IlovedMthokobutIwasneverinlovewith

him.(Crying)duringourrelationshipwithMthokoI

cheatedonhimwithNhlanhla,hefounduskissing

onedaybutweblameditonalcoholandheforgave

us.Fromthereonwardshebegantopayattentionto

howIinteractedwithNhlanhla,hebecameawareof

howcomfortableIwaswithNhlanhla,hedidn'tlike



butIassuredhimthathehadnothingtoworryabout.

(Sniffs)thanthedaywehostedahouseparty,he

foundushavingsex.Thatwasthelaststrawforhim.

IbrokehimNelly,IwishIwashonestwithhimabout

myfeelings.AfterIsawhowmuchouractions

affectedhim,IendedouraffairwithNhlanhla,Icould

notkeepbeingwithhim,Mthoko'sfacehauntedme.

ThatwastheperiodwerehemetSimi.Inever

stoppedlovinghim.Iguessthemorewerestricted

ourselvesthestrongerourfeelingsgrew.Iwas

scaredtotellyouallthis.Yourbrotherwasmyfirst

love.HeistheguyIgavemyvirginitytoo.Ilovehim...

Nelly-(teary)Iwishyoucouldhavetoldmeallthis.

WhywouldyouthinkIwouldn'tunderstand.You

couldhaveavoidedallthisLuh,hadyoubeenhonest

aboutyourfeelingsonthegetgo.Icanneverjudge

youaboutwhoyoulove,I'mhurtanddisappointed

becauseoneofmybrothersgothurt.Mthokoisa

verysensitiveguy.Yourbreakupshatteredhim,you

knowheneverbroughtagirlhomeafteryou,he

nevergotintoanyseriousrelationship.Iknowhow

muchhelovedyouLuh,whycouldn'tyoujustbe



honestwithhim,heisaman,hewouldhavehurtbut

hewouldmoveonfromit.Yourdishonestyhurttwo

innocentpeople,SimiandMthoko.

Lungiey-(Crying)Iknow,Iknow.

Nelly-(wipinghertears)IfeellikeIfailedyouasa

friend.WhatgoodofafriendamIifyoucan'teven

behonestwithmeaboutyourlovelife.

Lungiey-Icouldn'ttellyou,Iwasashamed.You

knowhowharditwasformetogotoluncheswith

youandSimi,Itriedsohardtostayawaybutyou

keptpushingandpushingthatweallBecome

friends.Ilookedathowperfectyourlifewas,you

hadtheperfectjob,apartment,carandyouhadthe

perfectboyfriend/fiance,perfectbodyandskin.You

alwaystalkedabouthowyoudispisednothaving

thingsincontrolandinorder.Icouldn'tbenextto

youandbethedysfunctionalfriend.Ialsowantedto

beperfectjustlikeyou.Itwashardconfidinginyou

myfeelingsaboutyourbrotherbecauseyounever

supportedmedatinganyofyourbrothers.

Nelly-(shakingherhead)don'tmakeexcuses



Lungiey,Ineverwantedyoudatingmybrothers

becauseIwantedtoavoidsituationswereIwouldbe

putinthemiddleandyoubeinginapositionwere

youhavetolietome.Nothingaboutmeisperfect.

Myperfect,car,apartment,job,body,Ididn'tgetall

thatjustbysittingaroundandwaitingforGodto

blessme.Iworkedmyassoff,Iwillnotbe

apologeticaboutthat.Butthesocold"perfect

boyfriend"whereishenow?Didmyperfectbodyand

skinkeephim,Noitdidn't.Soallthesethingsyou

havementionedarejustuselessandpointless.You

tryingtojustifyyouractions,Luhyouneedtoownup

toyourmistakesanddishonesty.Mylifeain'tperfect,

justbecauseontheoutsideandwellputdoesn't

meanintheinsideIdon'thavecracks,Ido,Isuffer

ontheinside,alone,I'vemasteredtheartofpushing

thingsasidewhenI'mnotreadytodealwiththem.

Doesthatscreamperfectpersontoyou?NO!!!I'm

disappointedthatyouthoughtsolowofmeasyour

bestfriend.

Lungiey-(sniffs)I'msorry...Iwasjustembarrassed...

Nelly-(smiles)itokay,wewillworkonus....



(touchingherhand)Imissyou,iwanttoshareso

muchwithyou.Fromnowonletpromisetobeopen

andtruthful.

Lungiey-(smileswhilecrying)(squeezesherhand)I

wouldlovethat,Imissyoutooalot.I'm pregnant

andyounotbeingherehasbeenstressfulforme...

Nelly-(smiles)letshugtohonestyandbeingtruthful

andfaithfulfriends.

Lungiey-(removesherhandfromhers)(takinga

deepbreath)Ihaveonelastthingtotellyou.

Nelly-(frowns)whatisit?

Lungiey-rememberwhenItoldyou,earlythisyearI

wentsearchingformyfatherandIfoundhim?

Nelly-yeah,butyounevertoldmewhoheisand

everythingelse.

Lungiey-IfoundoutthatmyfatherisaKhumalo...

Nelly-(raisinghereyebrow)yeahso?

Lungiey-meandSizwearesiblings,wesharethe

samefather.Iwantedtotellyoubut...



Nelly-(lookedather)(takingadeepbreath)whatdo

youmeanyouandSizwearebrotherandsister?

Lungiey-IwantedtotellyoubutIwasscared.Alot

wasgoingon.IswearIwantedtotell...

Nelly-(teary)howlonghaveyouknownthis?

Lungiey-IfoundoutatthebeginningofFebruarythis

year.

Nelly-(swallowed)andyoudidn'ttellmeaboutthis?

Doesheknow?Isthatwhyheishere?

Lungiey-(nodding)heknows.Heknewforawhile

now.

Nelly-(lookingather).....(thinkingandcalculating

events)Did,...Didyouknowabouther?Didyou

knowhewasmarriedandhadason?Didyouknow

hewas..(teary)...didyouknowhewasnevergoing

tomarryme?

Lungiey-(Crying)bhabha...

Nelly-(standingup)(Shouting)DIDYOUKNOW?YES

ORNO?



SizweandSanecametoloungeassoonasthey

heardhershouting....

Lungiey-(standingup)I...I...foundoutwhenIwent

tomeetthefamily...

Nelly-andwhenwasthis?

Lungiey-(Crying)beforewestarteddressshopping

foryourwedding.

Nelly-(swallowed)soyouknewaboutherand

everything?

Lungiey-(teary)Yes...

Nellyslappedhersohardthatshelostbalancedand

fellonthecouchholdinghercheek.Sanecame

rushingtoher,shesatclosertoLungieycheckingif

sheisokay...

Sane-(angry,shouting)AREYOUCRAZY??

UYAHLANYA!!!!HOWCANYOUHITAPREGNANT



WOMAN...

Sizwe-(standingbetweentheladies)(lookingat

Sane)babecalmdown....(LookingatNelly)what

youdidisaseriousoffense,younotthinkingstraight,

thisisnotyouNenoh.Don'tloseyourselfbecauseof

ourfaults...

Lungiey-(holdinghercheekcrying)itokayIdeserve

it...bhabhaI'msosorry...

Nelly-(shouting)(teary)HOWCOULDYOU,YOU

WATCHEDMETRYOUTWEDDINGDRESSES,YOU

SATANDWATCHEDME,NOTONCEDIDYOUTHINK

OFTELLINGMETHETRUTH.YOUHELPEDME

CREATEASCRAPBOOKFORMYFAIRYTALE

WEDDING,WHENYOUKNEWTHEREWILLBENO

WEDDING.HOWCOULDYOUDOTHISTOME???...

(LookingatSizweandLungiey)ILOVEDYOUBOTH,

ILOVEDYOUWITHEVERYFIBREINSIDEMYBODY,

YOUHURTME,YOUBOTHSTAMPEDONMYHEART.

Sizwe-I'msorry,I'msosorry(movingclosertoher)

Nenoh...

Nelly-(shakingherhead)DON'T!!!(moving



backwards)youlostthatrighttocallmethat.You

bothstayawayfromme.

Lungiey-(tryingtostand)bhabhaplease...

Sane-(holdingherback)sit,youtiringyourbody,it

notgoodforthebaby..

Nelly-Ihopeitwasworthy,Iwishyoubothwell....

Shetakesherhandbagandwalksoutthedoor

leavingLungieycryhestaricaly......
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ATNELLYSAPARTMENT

shetookherphoneandsentatexttoMbalithatshe

won'tbecomingbacktotheoffice.Shesatdown

andlookedatthetwopregnancykits.Shewasstill

hurt,shecouldnotbelievethatLungieycoulddothat

toher.Sheheldherchest,thepainwasstilltherebut

itwasn'tthatstronganymore.Shesighedandtook



thekittothebathroom.Aftershepeedonthetwo

sticks,sheplacedthetwosticksontopofthe

bathroomsink.Shepacedupanddownwaitingfor

theresults,sheprayedfornegativeresults,sheis

notreadyforababy.After15minutesshechecks

thesticks,itwasrightinfrontofher,twobrightred

lines.Shealreadyknewtheresults,itwasjust

wishfulthinkingfornegativeresults.Hertearsran

downhercheeks,shestoodupandwenttothe

loungeanddialedhermom'snumber....

Ringing....

Ma'Siwela-hello...

Nelly-Mom.....(silent)...canIcomehome?

Ma'Siwela-(sighs)Nellyyou...

Nelly-(breakingvoice)Momplease...(sniffs)....

please...

Shecouldhearthatherdaughterwasnotalright,she



knewthatrightnowallshewantedwastosleepand

cuddleherinbed....

Ma'Siwela-okay...(silent)...drivenowIdon'twant

youdrivinglate,youdon'tsoundalright...

Nelly-(sniffs)Thankyou....

Theybothhangedup.Shepackedherovernightbag

andpackedclothesforthewholeweekend.She

didn'twanttobealone.Shecheckedherapartment

ifeverythingwasinorder,thanshewalkedout...

Thenextday.....

ATSIZWE'SANDSANE'SHOUSE......

SanefinishedsettingupbreakfastforSizweand

theirson.Shecalledthemdown,afterafewminutes,

theymadetheirwaydownstairsandsetdownon



thelivingroom....

Sizwe-(smiles)(tastingthebacon)uhnmm,ittastes

good.Pourmecoffeepleasebabe....

Ayanda-(copyinghisdad)(eatinghisCheerios)

uhmmmtastegoodbabe...

TheyalllaughedlookingatAyanda,hehidhisface

withhishandsandgiggled...

Sizwe-(Laughs)thisismybabenotyours.

Ayanda-(Laughs)okayNommyismybabe,rightdad?

Sane-(Laughs)nobaby,Nomaisyoursister..

Sizwe-(Laughs)Nommyistoobossymyboy,you

needasoftbabe.

Sane-(playfullyhittinghim)Sizwe!!!(Laughs)that

myniece...

Sizwe-(shrugs)what???Thatkidistrouble.



Ayanda-(confused)yousaidLisaismysister.

Sane-(lookingatherson)yesbaby,sheis.Lisais

yourbabysister.

Ayanda-(evenmoreconfused)butmommyyousaid

Nommyismysister.(Lookingathermom)

Sane-(sighs)(brushinghishead)babyeatyour

breakfast.(LookingatSizwe)howisyourday

looking?

Sizwe-verybusybabe.(Wipinghismouthwitha

napkin)Iwon'tbereachabletillafterlunch.

Sane-IwantedtogocheckonLungiey,weleftherat

abadstateyesterday.

Sizwe-shewillbeokay.IcalledNhlanhlalastnight.

Nenohwillcomearound,Lungieyjustneedstogive

hertime...

Sane-(lookingathim)....(silent).....

Sizwe-(lookedather)...what???Youjuststaringat

me

Sane-youjustcalledherNenoh,youdiditagainlast

night...



Sizwe-(sighs)justbadhabitsbabe.Iusuallycalled

herthat...(standingup,makingherstandtoo)

(bringingherclosertohim)I'msorryifIthurtyou,I

willstop.

Sane-(wrappingherhandsaroundhiswaist)Iknow,I

guessI'mjustalittlejealous,youdon'thaveapet

nameforme.

Sizwe-(laughs)(babykissingher)Iwillthinkofone

foryou.

Sane-(Laughs)...(silent)...Doyou,...doyoustilllove

her?(lookingathim)...

Sizwe-(sighs)Nobabe,Istillcareaboutherthough.

IguessmeactingthatwaylastnightwasbecauseI

stillcarrytheguiltofwhatIdidtoher.(Lookingat

her)Iloveyou,don'tdoubtthat..

Sane-(smiles)Iloveyoutoo

Theyfrenchedkissedinfrontoftheirson...

Ayanda-(closinghiseyes)eewwww!!!!



TheybrokethekissandlaughedstaringatAyanda,

theyalmostgotcarriedawayforgettingthattheynot

alone....

ATMA'SIWELA'SHOUSE

Nellylookedatherselfinthemirror,shewasn'tso

comfortablewearingthatnavytightfittingdress,she

wasparanoidthatpeoplewillnoticethechangesin

herwaist.Whileshewaslookingatherselfinthe

mirror,hermomenteredtheroom...

Ma'Siwela-seewhyIdidn'twantyougettingdressed

inmyroom,lookattheclothesonmybed.Whowill

cleanthismess.

Nelly-(rollshereyes)itnotthatbad,just3outfits

andyoucomplainingasifIplacedmywhole

wardrobeonyourbed.Ihhabaelingakamama(you

exegarating).



MaSiwela-itstillmybed...(Lookingather)areyou

goingtotellmewhateatingyouup

Nelly-(sighs)SizweandLungieyaresiblings,they

sharethesamefather.(Lookingathermom)you

don'tlookshocked,DidyouhearwhatIsaidtoyou?

LuhandSizwearebrotherandsister.

Ma'Siwela-shefinallytoldyou.

Nelly-(shocked)Youknew??(Shouting)ANDYOU

DIDN'TTELLME,OHMYGOD!!!

MaSiwela-(puttingherhandsup)ayi!!!Awumenge

drama(stopwiththedrama)hermomconfidedin

meduringthebraaiwehad.Lungieyhashad

plannedontellingyoubutIsuggestedshedoesn't

becausealotofpeoplewerethere.

Nelly-stillmamayoukeptquietwiththis,three

monthsmama,andyouneversaidanything.

MaSiwela-alothappenedthatnight,Ifoundout

aboutyourbrothersinfidelity,thisLungieyandSizwe

drama,youwentwhoringwithamarriedman.Give

meabreak,Iwasdealingwithalot,yourdicklessex

fiancewasthelastthingonmymind.



Nelly-(shakingherhead)Ican'tbelievethis.Ineed

togettowork.(Takingherhandbagandlaptopbag)

MaSiwela-yougoingbacktoyourhouseright?

Nelly-(lookingather)youkickingmeout?IthoughtI

couldstayhereforthedurationoftheweek.

MaSiwela-(eyesout)WHAT!!!....Youcan'tIneedmy

space.

Nelly-whatspace?I'myourdaughter,I'mstaying

hereyoucan'tkickmeout,kantiunjanimama..

MaSiwela-(shakingherhead)thisisnoton,yesyou

mydaughterbutyougotyourownplace.Youcan

onlystayheretonight,tomorrowyougobacktoyour

place.ThisismineandZenandesspace.(Lookingat

her)what??!!I'msurethecheatinghusbandneeds

yourcompany.

Nelly-wow!!!Igiveupwithyou...

ShewalksoutoftheroomandmeetsZenande

comingoutofthebathroom,withatowelwrapped

aroundhernakedbody...



Nelly-morningbaby,byebaby..

Zenande-(smiles)seeyoulaterbaby...

MaSiwelacomesoutofthebedroomcarryingNellys

bags,shecomestoastopwhenshewaspassing

Zenandesroom,shefreezesonthespotwhenshe

seesthebirthmarkonZee'sback.Sheswallowsand

dropsthebagsonthefloor,makingZeeturnaround

andfacethedoor...

Zee-(coveringhernakedbody)(goinguptoher)let

mehelpyoumah..

Zeepicksthebagsonthefloor,MaSiwelaisstill

frozen...

Zee-MAMA!!..

MaSiwela-huh?



Zee-whereareyoutakingthebagsto?

MaSiwela-uhmmmtakethemtoNelly'sroom.

ZeetakesthebagsandwalkstoNellysroom.

MaSiwelafollowsher,hermindinitownworld,she

isfightingwithherownthoughts...

Zee-I'mgoingtogetdressednow.

MaSiwela-okay...

Zee-(lookingather)areyouokayma?

MaSiwela-(fakesmiles)yeah.....uhmmhaveyou

alwayshadthatMarkonyourback?

Zee-yeah,Iwasbornwithit.

MaSiwela-(swallowed)okay.Thankyoubaby.

Shequicklyrushedtoherroomwithherheart

beatingfast....



Lunchtime....

CARLIFONIADREAMINGRESTURANT

NellywalksinsidetherestaurantandfindsMrsZulu

alreadyseatedontheirtable.Shetakesadeep

breathandwalksuptoher....

Nelly-(sittingdown)sorryI'mlate,Iwasinameeting,

itendedlate.

MrsZulu-(smiles)itokay.Thankyouforcoming.

Withoutwastingtime,Iwantustotalkaboutmyson.

Nelly-Oh...okay...

MrsZulu-(seriousface)whatyourintentionswith

myson,MissSiwela?

ATTHEHAWKSOFFICES...



MosesdialedMa'Siwela'snumber...

Ringing...×5

Ringing...×3

Shewasn'tansweringherphone.Heknewshewas

doingitonpurpose,shehasbeendodginghimfor

thepastthreemonths,hehashaditwithher

behavior,hefrustratedlytypesamessage...

"IhavebeenpatientenoughMatho,IseeyouthinkI

amplayinggames.Doingsthingsyourwaynowis

outthewindow,wedoingthingsmywaynow.

Expectavisitfrommesoon"

HesendsthemessageanddialsBless'snumber...

Ringing...



Bless-can'ttalkrightnow,I'mbusy

Hehangsup...

Moses-(annoyed)Nxi!!

Hedialsthenumberagain,butitsendshimstraight

tovoicemail....
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ATCALIFORNIADREAMINGRESTURANT

Nelly-(lookingather)Idon'tunderstandyour

question.

MrsZulu-itasimplequestionmydear,whatexactly

areyouintentionswithmyson.Iknowyousleeping

withmyson.



Nelly-(swallowed)uhmmwithallduerespectMrs

Zulu,Idon'tthinkyoushouldbeaskingmethat

question,perhapsyoushouldaskyourson.

MrsZulu-I'maskingyoubecauseyoudecidedto

sleepwithamarriedman.Someoneelse'sman.

Nelly-(Laughsindisbelief)(lookingdirectlyather)

didyouaskyourdaughterthatwhenshesleptwith

anengagedmanandhadasonwithhim?

MrsZulu-...(silent)...

Nelly-Ididn'tthinkso.LikeyousaidMrsZulu,your

sonisthemarriedone,maybeyoushouldbeasking

himhisintentions.Heistheonewiththewife.

MrsZulu-Ididn'tpictureyouasthetypetobreaka

familyapart,consideringwhatSizwedidtoyou,I

wouldthinkyouwouldn'tdothattoanotherwoman.

SbaniandNtombihavealittlegirlthatstillneeds

bothherparents,theygoingthroughaphaseright

nowI'msuretheycanstillfixtheirmarriage.I'm

askingyoutopleaseshowalittlecompassion,think

aboutthelittlegirlthatwillsuffer,you'reraisedbya

singleparentI'msureyouknowhowharditis.LookI



don'thateyou,Ithinkyou'restrongwoman,Iadmire

yourstrength,butdoyoureallywanttobuildyour

relationshiponanotherwoman'stears.

Nelly-yourdaughterhaspavedthewayMrsZulu,

sheisverymuchhappyinherrelationship,though

thefoundationwasbuiltonliesandmytears.I'm

sureifshecandoitandhavetwokidsinthe

process,Icanalsodoit(Lookingather)Idon'twish

whatSizwedidtomeonanywomen.ButwhatI've

learntfromthatordealis,sometimesyouneedtobe

selfish,beingniceandreasonablewon'tgetyoua

happyending,5yearsofbeingagoodwomandid

notgetmearingandahappyending.Yourdaughter

smiledatSizweandwithinjustayear,heknewshe

wasthewomanhewantedtospendTherestofhis

lifewith.Thosefiveyearsmeantnothinginthat

momentwhenhesawher.Idon'thateyourdaughter

MrsZulu,thatwhyIhaveneversaidanywordsto

her,wearenotfriends,shedidnotowemeanything.

Thesituationwithyourson,heismarried,thathis

issue,Ntombiisnotmyfriend,Idon'toweherany

explanation.(Touchesherbelly)Ihavenothingtodo



withthewayinwhichyoursonandNtombichoose

toraisetheirdaughter,Ibelievetheywillknowwhat

bestforher,Nomaknowswhoherdadis,sheknows

whomommyis,thenbeingapartwon'tchangehow

theytreattheirdaughter,I'mnotlookingtoreplace

Ntombiinherdaughter'slife.Idon'tbelieveSbani

leavingNtombiwilldamageherthatmuch.Yesitwill

taketimegettingusedtothechangesbutNomais

stillyoung,kidseasilyadapt.Pleasedonotguilttrip

meMrsZulu,iteasyforyoutojustaskmeofthis

becauseI'mnotyourchild,myhappinessdoesn't

meanthatmuchtoyou,Idon'texpectyoutosupport

meorevenlikeme,butI'mdoneputtingother

peoplebeforemyhappiness.Yoursonmakesme

happy,IlikethepersonIamwhenI'mwithhim.Heis

notperfect,Iamnotperfectbuttogetherwebalance

eachother.Idon'tcarethatheismarried,foronceI

choosehappiness.Andyoursonismyperfectworld.

MrsZulu-(lookingather)mysonlovesyouNelly,I

knowthereisnothingnoonecansaytoconvince

himotherwise,I'mjustnotsureIfyoulovehimlike

helovesyou.Idon'twanthimtogetdisappointed,



youlooklikeyouhaven'tdealtwithyourfeelingsfor

Sizwe.Mysonisriskinghismarriageandhislifefor

you,Iwanttoknowifhewouldbehaving100%of

you.

Nelly-(sighs)Idon'tknowwhatisitIfeelforyour

son,butIknowIwanthiminmylife.Thatenoughfor

merightnow.

MrsZulu-(holdingherhand)Iappreciateyour

honesty.(Smiles)makemysonveryhappyNellyat

alltimesandyouwillbeokay.Idon'thateyoudear,I

amworriedaboutyouandmyson.

Nelly-(brushesherpalmswithherthumb)youdon't

needtoworry.Iunderstandyourconcern.

MrsZulu-(concerned)itthefirsttimeseeingmyson

likethis,heisobsessed.Hisloveforyoucanbe

dangerous,pleasepromisemetostaywithhimno

matterwhat.Ithinkyoucanbegoodforhim,(teary)

pleasedealwithyoursuppressedfeelingssoyou

cangetridofthefearoflovingmysoncompletely,

heneedstofeelcompletewithyou,don'ttaketo

longtoshowhowdevoutedyouaretohim,make



himhappybaby,letthisthingyoutwohavebe

beautiful.(Laughswipinghertears)(holdsherhand

tightly)I'm suchamess,Icryforlittlethings.

Nelly-(holdshertightly)(blinkingthetears

away)(smiles)yougettingmetearyalso.

MrsZulu-(smiles)(lookingatthemenu)let'sorder,

youmustbehungry,Iwanttoknowyoumoreifthat

okaywithyou?

Nelly-(smiles)I'dlovethatMrsZulu,(lookingatthe

menu)everythinglooksepitizinghere.Ifeellike

eatingeverythinghere.

MrsZulu-(lookingather)(smiles)Ididn'ttakeyouas

afoodie,yourbodylookslikeyouliveonprotein

shakesonly.

Nelly-(laughs)I'mnotmuchofafoodie,butwhenI

feellikeeatingIgoallout.Todayispiggiedayfor

me,IwantstakeandawholelotofFrenchfries

(smilesthinkingabouthermeal)..

MrsZululooksather,sheisareallybeautiful



woman,itnosuprisehissonfellheadoverheelsfor

her,butitnotjustherbeautythatcaptivating,

somethingaboutherisjustrefreshing.Sheis

shockedathowshehandledallthis,evenaftershe

disrespectedherandattackedher,shedefended

herselfinapoliteway,heresheis,willingtohave

lunchwithherevenaftertheirsmallquarrel.

Somethingaboutherisdifferentthough,todayshe

looksevenmorebeautifulandradiant,shejusthas

thisglow....

Nelly'sphonerings,shetakesitoutofherhandbag

anditSbanicalling,shelooksatMrsZulufirst,not

sureifsheshouldanswerit....

MrsZulu-itmyson?

Nelly-(nodding)yeah...

MrsZulu-(smiles)youcananswerit...

Shesmilesbackathim,andanswersherphone...



Nelly-hello...

Sbani-sincewhenisitjust"hello"

Nelly-(rollshereyes)whatdoyouwantZulu?

Sbani-(smiles)Ijustcamefromyourofficeandyou

notthere,noMbaliakazikuthiuyephi?(Mbali

doesn'tknowwhereyouateither)Iwantustohave

lunch,imissyou.WhydoesitfeellikeIhaven'tseen

youindays.

Nelly-Ican'thavelunch,uhmmI'malreadyhaving

lunch.

Sbani-whereareyou?Icancomethere,wecanhave

lunchtogether?Don'tyoumissme?

Nelly-(smiles)Ido,butyoucan'tcome,Ihave

company...

Sbani-(frowns)whothefuckisthat?

Nelly-(rollseyes)justsomeone,nowcalmyourtits,

itawoman.

Sbani-(smiles)Idon'tcare,Idon'ttrustanyonewith



you.

Nelly-(smiles)Ihavetogo,IwillseeyouwhenIget

backattheoffice.

Sbani-(smiles)(placehishandonhisheart)youare

me.

Nelly-(placesherhandonherheart)Iamyou.

Them-(smiles)weareone.

Sbani-Iloveyou..

Nelly-(smiles)Iknow...

Shehangsup,MrsZululooksatherandsmiles...

MrsZulu-youlovehim,Icanseeitinyou,don'tbe

afraid.

Nelly-(sighs)let'scallthewaiter...

MrsZululooksatheroncelasttime,maybeshe

shouldn'tworrythatmuchafterall,shethinksto



herself...

ATZULU&SONSCO...

BlesswalksinsideSbani'sofficewithoutknocking,

Sbanilooksathim,okaysomethingiseatinghim

up....

Bless-(pacingupanddown)IthinkI'mgoingcrazy..

Sbani-(lookingathim)dude,yougoingtodriveme

crazywithallthepacing,whatwrong?

Bless-(stopsandlooksathim)IknowI'm notcrazy,

myguthasneverletmedown.Itjustrighttherebro,

Imeanevenafifthgraderwouldbeabletoseethe

similarities.

Sbani-DUDE!!!Whatareyouonabout,youjust

rambling,younotmakingsense...

Bless-(sitsdown)(brusheshishandsoverhisface)

I'mgoingtoshowyouapicture,Ineedyoutolookat



itcarefully,Idon'twantTothinkI'mjustseeing

thingsthatarenotthere,Imean,I'mnotcrazyright?

Sbani-(lookingathim)Bro,snapoutofit,youneed

tocalmdown.

Hetakehisphoneandopenstothegallerystopson

thepicturewherethereisthe4ofthem...

Bless-(handshimthephone)lookatthispicture..

Sbani-(takesthephoneandlooksatthepicture)

(confused)itapicturewetook,whatwrongwithit?

Bless-lookclosely,Zoomthepicture.

Sbani-(zoomsthepicture)whatamIlookingfor

exactly?

Bless-(brusheshisfaceagain)lookcloselybro.

Sbani-(lookingclosely)...whatamIlookingfor

agai....wait,youguysactuallylookalike,(laughs)this

iscreepy,onewouldthinkyou'resiblings,whydidn'tI

seethisbefore..(looksathim)



Bless-(looksathimwiththelook)...

Sbani-(eyesout)ohSHIT!!!,(looksatthepicture

againthanlooksatBless)OhSHIT...

Bless-tellmeI'mnotcrazyman...

Sbani-(lookingatthephotoindisbelief)Noway

man...

Bless-Iknow,Idon'twanttobelieveitbutmygut

tellsmethereismoretoitthanjustpeoplelooking

alike...

Sbani-(thinking)ohSHIT,DrGasa...

Bless-(confused)what??

Sbani-Nomvelo,sheisDrGasa,Idon'tknowwhyI

didn'tmakeconnectionthepuzzle.(Lookingathim)

fuck!!!...

Blessstandsupandkicksthechairhardfrustratedly,

hestartstosweatandbrusheshisface...

Bless-Ihadhopeforitnottobetrue,maybethat



whyIwasreluctantonlikingherthatmuch,sheis

myfuckingsister...

Sbani-sorryman,Iknowyouwantedhertobethe

one....Youhaven'tfuckedherright?

Bless-(Laughssarcastically)thankGodno...(silent)...

(looksathim)Nelly?

Sbani-I'mconfusedtoo,howcanshebeyoursister?

Bless-doyouknowanythingaboutherfather?

Sbani-no,cometothinkofit,shehasnevertalked

abouthim...

Bless-(annoyed)fuck!!!...foryoursakeIhopeshe

ain'tmysister...

Sbani-(frowns)wellsheain'tsochill,I'msurethere

isanexplanationforher...(Lookingathim)why

wouldyouhaveaproblemwithmeifshewasyour

sister?

Bless-(givinghimthelook)youseriouslynotasking

methat?

Sbani-(givinghimthelookback)Fuckyouman!!You

knowIwouldneverhurther.



Bless-justpraysheain'tmysister...

Sbani-(annoyed)sheisnot...evenifshewas,you

won'tdoshitaboutit...

Itbecamesilentforawhileasbothmenwerehaving

astaredown...

ATCLICKSSTORE...

MaSiwelawaswalkingtotheparkinglotcarryinga

packetofcosmeticswhenapairofhandsgrabbed

herforcefullydragginghertowardshercar...

MaSiwela-(fidgeting)leavemealone,yeyiwena

Shlamangiyeke(leavemeyoupieceofshit)..

Man-Bosswantstohaveawordwithyou,itwould

doyougoodnottofightme...

MaSiwela-Bossyamasimbanaleyo(thatbossis

alsoapieceofshit),ngiyekedoti(leavemeyou



rubbish)..

Theyfinallyreachedhercar,findingMosesstanding

nexttoit...

MaSiwela-(annoyed)Ishouldhaveknownitwas

yourbigheadbehindthis...

Moses-(smirks)helloMatho,youwerealwaysthe

feistyone...

MaSiwela-youstalkingmenow?

Moses-youknowIalwayshadeyesonyouandour

daughter,youcan'trunawayfrommeMatho,I'm

theeyesofthiscountry...

MaSiwela-ufunani?(Whatdoyouwant?)

Moses-youknowwhatIwant..(Lookingather)I'm

givingyou2daystositandtalktoourdaughter,

don'tmakemeregretthisdecision.Ilikeyou,don't

makemeshowyouthatsideofme...

MaSiwela-(takesadeepbreath)FINE....



Moses-(smirks)Good...(Kissesheronthecheek)

seeyouintwodaysbeautiful...

Hewinksandwalksaway,leavingMa'Siwela

disgusted,shewipeshercheek,whatdidsheever

seeinthatman,shethinkstoherself...

Unedited
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ATTHEZULUHOUSEHOLD.....

MrsZuluwashavingteaatthelounge,shewasdeep

inthoughts,MrZuluwalkedinandsatnexttoher...

MrZulu-(kissinghercheek)youlooklikeyougot

alotonyourmind.

MrsZulu-(sippinghertea)Baba,angikuzwanga



ungena(Ididn'thearyoucomein)howwaswork?

MrZulu-ubuzongizwakanjaniukudenomqondo

(howcouldyouhaveheardme,whenyouabsent

minded)workwasworkmylove...(Lookingather)

okay,tellmewhatbotheringyou?

MrsZulu-(sighs)promisemeangekeuze

ungithethise(thatyouwon'tshout)

MrZulu-(raisinghiseyebrow)wellthatwilldepend

onwhatyouhavetotellme.IfubhedileIwillhaveto

reprimandyouNoziwe.

MrsZulu-wellIcan'ttellyouthan..

MrZulu-(shrugs)fine...(standingup)I'mgoingto

haveashower..

MrsZulu-(sighs)IwenttoseeNelly...(lookingathim)

Hestoppedonhistrackandlookedather,hopinghe

heardherwrong...

MrZulu-youwentanddidwhat?



MrsZulu-Ijustneededtotalktoher,pleadwithher...

MrZulu-whywouldyougotalktoher,whatdoes

thatsayaboutyou,aboutustotheNgcobofamily?

(Lookingather)oursonisdivorcingtheirdaughter

Nozi,thereisnothingwecandoatthismomentbut

wehavetoremainloyaltotheNgcobo'satleastuntil

thisdivorceisfinal.Wecan'tbeentertaininglama

nyalakaSbanirightnow...

MrsZulu-Iknow,butIwantedtoknowherintentions,

Ibelievedthisgirlwasjusttryingtosettleascore

withusbecauseofwhatourdaughterdidtoher.I

neededtofindoutmoreabouther.Ididaskthatshe

givesNtombiandSbanisomespace,Ipleadedwith

hertothinkaboutthefamilysheisabouttobreak.

(Sighs)sheplainrefused,believeitornotZulu,my

priorityrightnowismyson.Thingsaremuchmore

complicatednow,Sbanilovesthisgirl,andwedon't

knowhowthiswillaffecthim,heisinvestingto

muchemotions,youknowthatnotgood,thiscould

bedangerousforhim.

MrZulu-youwerewrongtogoaskherallthat.You

shouldbetalkingtoyourson.I'mdisappointedin



Sbani,thewayinwhichhewentaboutthisiswrong,

Ntombiishiswife,heshouldn'thavesleptwith

anotherwomanwhilehewasstillmarried,especially

ifheknewthathewasn'twillingtomakethat

womanhismistress,hewantedmore.He

disrespectedNtombi,hedisrespectedhismarriage

andthevowshemade.Ihatedisrespectfulwomen

butatleastNtombibeingdisrespectfulwasall

becauseshewantedtofightforhermarriage.

Unfortunatelywithher,shehadaloosetongue,she

disrespectedevenpeoplewhowereonherside.I

supportedSbaniwiththepolygamyroutebecause

atleasthetooktoconsiderationallparties,itnot

idealbutitbetterthanwhathappeningnow.The

onlyrespectIhaveforhimisnotstringingNtombi

along.NoziweallI'mhearingfromyourightnowis

"myson"thisand"myson"that.Whataboutthetwo

womeninvolved?TheNgcobofamilygaveustheir

daughterandwepromisedtolookafterher,nowour

sonishurtingtheirdaughter.Thisisshamefultoour

family.ThanthereisNelly,Iknowmysonlovesher,I

sawittheveryfirstdayhelaidhiseyesonher.DoI

wantmysontobehappy?YESIdo.Butweboth



knowhowdangerousthiscanquicklyget.Letnotbe

blindedbyourloveforoursonandnotacknowledge

hisfaults.ShakahaspromisedmethatSbanican't

hurtNellybutwearenot100%sure,hehasplaced

herinapedestal,thatcomeswithalotof

expectations,whathappenswhenshefails?Atleast

withNtombiheneveractedoutbecausehedidn't

expectmuchfromher,hisemotionswerenotoverly

exhaustedbyherbutwithNelly,I'mafraidhehasher

ashislifeline.Ifshebreaks,hewillbreaktoo...

MrsZulu-wellwegoingtohavetoworkextrahard

toensureshedoesn't....

MrZulu-(shakinghishead)Nomkami,wehaveto

tellNellythetruthaboutSbani...

MrsZulu-NO!!!Wenotsubjectingoursontohaving

peoplelookathimdifferently,wecan'thaveher

lookingathimdifferently,especiallyher.Sbanidoes

notcomewithamanualofhowheshouldbetreated

orloved.Shewilllovehimandtreathimlike

everyoneelsedoes...

MrZulu-excepthedoes,wealreadytreatingand



lovinghimdifferently.Weputhisfeelingsabove

everythingelse.Can'tyouseenothingthatwedo

thatinvolvesSbaniisnormal.Weshieldhimtoo

much,Iknowmysonisnotsomecrazylunaticbut

wecan'tshieldhimforever,Shakaneedstolivehis

lifebuthedoesn'twantto,heputshisbrothers

happinessbeforehis.IknowhelovestheSiwelagirl.

ButbecauseSbani'shappinessisprioritytohim,he

lethergo.

MrsZulu-wellifsheneedsamanualtolovehim.

Shelearnandshewilllovehimcorrectly.I'mnot

losingmyson.Hechoseher,shewillendure

everything.Shecanneverleavehim,Iwillmakesure

ofit.

MrZulu-Idon'tlikethis...

MrsZulu-shewantedthebeast,itthebeastshe

wouldget...

Thenextday....



ATNTOMBI'SANDSBANI'SHOUSE..

Sbaniwaspackinghisimportantfilesfromthestudy,

whenNtombiwalkedin....

Ntombi-(lookingathim)canwetalk?

Sbani-(lookingather)arewegoingtoendup

fighting?CauseI'mtired?

Ntombi-No,Ijustwanttotalk..

Sbani-(sighs)okay..

Ntombi-(takesadeepbreath)Iknowither,Iknow

thatwhyyoudivorcingme.

Sbani-Ntombidon'tdothistoyourself.

Ntombi-itfine.Iacceptherinyourlife.Letdiscuss

youtalkingherasyoursecondwife(Lookingat

him)...

Sbani-(lookingather)....(silent)....Ican't...

Ntombi-(swallowed)whatdoyoumeanyoucan't,



I'mgivingyouthepermissiontoo.

Sbani-Ican'ttakeherasmysecondwifebecauseI

wantherasmyonlywife...I'msorrybutIcan'tdo

thattoher,Iloveher...

Ntombi-(teary)whataboutme?I'myourwife.Iwas

youronlywife,untilthatshortdevilcamealong.

Whataboutmehuh??!!(Crying)Mina?Itmelookat

me,SbaniI'myourwife,(comingcloser)Iloveyou,l

knowyoujustdistractedbyherbeautyandbody

rightnowbutitjustaphasebaby.Itokaywedon't

havetohaveanotherbaby,wecanadopt.(Hugging

him)Iknowyouloveme,youjustconfused..

Sbani-(Huggingherbacktightly)I'msorry,I'mreally

sorryMapholoba,butIlovehermore,don'tdothisto

yourself.(Kissingherforehead)letgo...

Hemovedfromthehugandwipedherfallingtears,

kissedherforeheadagainandmovedtopackhis

files...



Sbani-(lookingforthelastfileontheshelf)...

Ntombi-(heavybreathing)(Lookingathim)areyou

cleaningyourstudy?

Sbani-(sighs)No,IdecideditbestImoveout.Just

packingmyimportantfiles...

Ntombi-(teary)youdon'thavetomoveout.Whatthe

rush?

Sbani-Ihavetoo,thisisyourhousenow,afterwe

signandfinalizethepaperstomorrow,youwillneed

yourspace.Itforthebest.(Packedhislastfile)Iwill

sendformyotherstuff.Tomorrowweneedtosit

downandhaveatalkwithNoma.

Ntombi-(frowned)youwillexplaintoour4yearold

daughterthatyouleavingherandgoingtostartyour

ownnewfamilyandlifewithouther.

Sbani-(tryingtostaycalm)youknowitnotlikethat.

Donottryandturnmydaughteragainstme...

Hecarriedtheboxfilledwithhisfilesandwalksout

thestudy.LeavingNtombiwithtearsrunningdown



hercheeks...

Ntombi-(crying)OhmyGod!!!...

30minuteslater...

Shegotupfromthestudyfloor,walkedtotheliving

room.Shetookherhandbag,carkeysandphone

thanwalkedoutthehouse.....

40minuteslater...

ATZULU&SONSCO

Ntombiparkedhercarandmadeherwaytothe

elevatorheadingup.Afterfewminutesshewalks

outoftheelevatorandheadstowardsthereception

area....



Mbali-(smiles)Goodday..

Ntombi-(raisinghereyebrow)Gooddaywhat???

Whereareyourmanners?Nxi!!!Bloodreceptionists.

ItMrsSbanisezweZulu

Mbali-(sarcastically)ohsorry"MrsSbanisezwe

Zulu"canIhelpyou?

Ntombi-I'mlookingforMissSiwela?Youknowher?

Theshortbitch..

Mbali-(eyesout)Idon'tthinkIlikeyourtone.Miss

Siwelaisnotavailablerightnow.

Ntombi-tellmewherehereofficeis??

Mbali-Ican'ttellyouthat.Icannotsendyouthrough

either,younotbookedforanyappointment...

Ntombi-Idon'tneedanappointment..watchme

makemywaythrough...

Attheboardroom...



NellyandShakaalongwithSiphowherehavea

strategicmeetingwiththeirrespectivecollegues,

whentheysuddenlyheardallotofshoutingand

cursingcomingfromtheoutside,Shakaregconised

thevoicetobeNtombi's,theylookedateachother

withSiphoandbothofthemquicklygotupand

madetheirwayouttheboardroom...

Atboardroom2..

SbaniandMrZuluwereinashareholdersmeeting

withtheirveryimportantbusinesspartners,when

thenoisecomingfromoutsidetheboardroom

causedthemtocometoastop,MrZuluandSbani,

alongsidethegentleMentheyweremeetingwith,

stoodupandwentoutsidetheboardroom2...
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NtombiwasshoutingandcursingforNellytocome

out,alltheemployeesstoppedworkingandlooked

ather,Mbaliwastryingtocalmherdown.Alleyes

wereonher...

Ntombi-(lookingaround)whereisthatshortdevil,

nimufihlephi?(Wheredidyouhideher?)Bloodyman

stealer..

Mbali-(panicked)I'mgoingtohavetocallsecurityto

escortyouout.Pleasethisisaprofessionalwork

place,youcan'tbeactinglikethis.

Ntombi-professionalyousay,DOYOUR

EMPLOYEESALSOSPECIALIZEINSLEEPINGWITH

MARRIEDMAN....

Worker1-whatgoingon?Whyisthiswoman

shouting?

Worker2-(lookingatNtombi)Idon'tknow,Iheard

shoutingandIcametosee..

Worker3-thatMrsZulu,Sbani'swife,sheis



screamingforNellytocomeout,shelookslivid...

Worker1-whywouldshewantherthough?Bosslady

doesn'tlooklikethetypetobeinvolvedinbitch

fights..

Slayqueen1-(smiles)hehhehehidramaelatoday.I

knewthatbitchwastoogoodtobetrue.

ShakaandSiphofinallyreachedwhereNtombiwas...

Shaka-(lookingather)NTOMBI!!!,wenzani,

usangene?(Whatareyoudoing?,areyouinsane?)

Ntombi-(mockinghim)ohwhatdowehavehere?

Myhusband'ssidekick...

Sipho-(lookingaround)youdon'twanttodothis

here?Iknowyouhurtbutnothere(shakinghishead)

letgohome.

Ntombi-NO!!!IWANTTHEMTOKNOWTHATTHEY

AREWORKINGWITHAHUSBANDSNATCHER..I

thoughtyouwereonmysideSipho,whatchanged?

Oryoujustlikeeverybodyelse,youhavefallentoher



traptoo?

Sipho-(movingclosertoher)Iamonyourside,but

thisisnottheway.PleaseIbegyou,stopthis.

SbaniandMrZuluwalksuptothecommotionand

standnexttoShakaandSipho.Sbani'sfacechanges

instantlywhenhiseyeslandonNtombi,Mbalistarts

tosweatassheseesSbani'sface...

Mbali-uhmm,Itriedtostophersir.

MrZulu-(sighs)itokaydear.(Lookingaround)okay

everyone,getbacktoworkwewillhandlethis.

Ntombi-NOOOO!!!EVERYONESTAY,I'MSUREYOU

WANTTOKNOWALLABOUTTHEOFFICE

SHENANIGANS..

Sbani-(commandingvoice)NTOMBI!!!

Sheswallowedlookingathim,shewouldbelyingif

shesaidhislookdidn'tintimidateher,itdid,his



voicescaredher,sheknewhewaswarningher,but

shedidn'tcomeallthiswaytobeintimidatedbyhim.

Shehadanagenda,andshewasn'tleavinguntilshe

fulfilledit...

Ntombi-OHlookeveryone,myhusband.Thegreat

SbanisezweZulu.Whereisyourmistresshoney?

Worker2-(shocked)Mistress?Bossmanhasa

mistressYhooo..

Slayqueen1-(rollseyes)duh!!!Ofcoursehedoes,

haven'tyouseenthatman,heisallkindsofsin,if

youknowwhatImean.

Worker1-mxm!!!WhyamInotsuprisedwithyour

response.

Worker3-butwhoistheMistress?Isitsomeone

hereatwork?

Shaka-(annoyed)Don'tdothis...



Ntombi-(angry)WHYNOT?WHYNOTHUH?!!...WHY

SHOULDISTOP.WHYSHOULDICARE?

Sipho-Ntombiyougoingtoembarrassyourself...

Ntombi-(laughssarcastically)me??Embarrass

myself??He(pointingatSbani)heisdoingagreat

jobatthat.Heshouldbeembarrassed,sleepingwith

hisco-worker...

Thereweregasps,andhhuuu'sandahhh'samong

thestaff.Everyonelookedaroundandwhisperedto

eachother.Theywereallshockedbythisrevelation.

Mostlytheywantedtoknowwhowasthe"co-

worker"...

Slayqueen2-yhoooI'mgladIcametoworktoday,

umgosiomungakachomiee...

Slayqueen1-(laughs)tellmeaboutit,Iknewthe

bitchwaslikeusfromdayone.

Worker1-please,sheisnothinglikeyoutwo.Don't

tryjustifyingyourbitchiness.Youtwoaresofake.



Fakegirl-(rollseyes)kahlegogo,itnotSundaytoday,

youdon'thavetopreachrighteousnesstous.

Worker1-kombewenayoustilltryingtofitinwith

thesetwo.Nxi!Nowonderyoucan'ttalksense.

Slayqueen1-hehhehehthisbitch.ChomieItoldyou

thatshesleptherwaytothetoplo...

Slayqueen2-uphiveleyena,thisdramaisabouther

butakekhola.

Ntombi-OHyes,yourpreciousseniorsinthis

companyaregettingiton.YourpreciousStrategist

issleepingwithmyhusband.Yourboss....

Thewhisperscontinued,everyonewasshocked.

Thiswassomejuicynewstothem.Fewwomenwho

didnotlikeNellyfortheirownpettyreasons,

whisperedhowtheyhavealwaysknowthatshe

sleptherwaytothetop.Withallthisgoingonand

NtombistillrantingabouthowfakeandshadyNelly

is,thiswholetimeSbaniwaslookingather,never



brokehisstareonher,shecouldfeelitasshe

continuedtospitwords,butshewasn'tgoingto

backdown.ShewantedtoruinNelly'sreputationat

work.Ifshethoughtshecanjustsleepwithher

husbandandgetahappyendingshehadanother

thingcoming....

Sipho-(lookingathisfather)daddosomething..

MrZulu-(lookingatNtombi)(shakinghishead)let

herbe.Sheknowsexactlywhatsheisdoing.Lether

havehershine.

Sipho-(shocked)thiswon'tlookgoodonus.

Shakalookedathisfather,MrZululookedbackat

him,theyhadasilentconversationwiththeireyes,

Shakanoddedlookingathisfatherthanturnedhis

attentiontohisbrother,Sbani,hecouldseehowhis

facehaschangedtofromangrytodeadly,theviens

werevisibleonhisforehead.Howhishandsformed

intoafisteverynowandagainshowedShakathat

hewasfightingwithhimself,hewasrestricting



himselffromlashingout,buthiseyes,theylook

empty,theyhadnolife.Theywerejustcoldand

black.

Ntombi-Whereisshe?uphinondidwa?(Whereisthe

white?)Shecanopenherlegsformyhusbandbut

shecan'tshowherfaceandfaceme.Phumasfebe,

phumalauchashekhonanondidwa(comeoutbitch,

comeoutwhore)

Attheboardroom..

Nellypacedupanddown,shecouldhearallthe

swearwordsNtombiwassaying,shecouldeven

hearthewhispersfromthestaffmembers,shewas

sweating,shefearedhoweveryonewilllookather

goingforward,shehasworkedsohardtoearn

herselfrespectfromhercolleaguesandotherstaff

members,sheknewthatshecouldnotletNtombi

destroythatforher,shecandoanythingtoher,she

isentitledto,butonethingshewon'tallowhertodo



ismesswithherjob.Sheknewthatsheneededto

faceher,eventhoughShakasignaledhertostay

behindbutshecannolongerstayhereandhidelike

acoward.Iftheostrichlegswantedtheshortdevil,

thanittimetoputonherredhorns.....

ATMOSESGASA'SHOUSE

MrsGasa-(lookingatMoses)areyousureabout

this?

Moses-ittimeNkosikazi,I'mgettingold,Ineedall

mykidstoknoweachother.Ialsoneedtobepartof

theirlives.

MrsGasa-(sighs)(brusheshishand)don'tgetyour

hopeshighbaba,itnotgoingtobeeasy.Theyhave

grownnow,youcan'texpectthemtojustwelcome

youwithopenarms.Leaveadoorfor

disappointment.

Moses-Iknow.ButI'mtheirfather,afterIexplainto

them,theywillunderstand.MyproblemisMatho,



sheispro-longingtellingourdaughteraboutme.

MrsGasa-sheisstilldramaticaboutthiswhole

thing.(Rollseyes)whyamInotsuprised,shelikes

drama.(Thinking)...babacanIask,Idon'tmeanany

disrespect.

Moses-(raisinghiseyebrow)ask...

MrsGasa-uhmmmI'veseenNelly'spicturesfrom

yourpeople.Sheisreallybeautiful,butshevery

white,younotlightskinned,Mathoislightskinned

butnotlikeherdaughter,aresuresheisyour

daughter..

Moses-Matho'smotherwasawhitewoman.Iguess

Nellytakesafterhergrandmother.Sheismy

daughter,youknowIdoDNAonallmykids,it

protocol,shelooksexactlylikeNomvelo,sheis

definitelyaMdayi..

MrsGasa-ohohk,nowondersheissodramatic,she

haswhitepeople'stantrums.

Moses-(laughs)youdon'tlikeherdoyou?

MrsGasa-(laughs)Idon'thateherbaba,sheisjust



toomuchdrama.Ilikefirmwomen.

Moses-(smiles)sheisaverystrongandfirm

woman,shejusthatesitwhenpeopletrytocontrol

her(laughs)hencethedramaticperformance.That

whyourrelationshipneverworked,shedidn'tliketo

becontrolled.

MrsGasa-itdidn'tworkbecauseyouwerewithme.

Moses-(lookingather)No...thatwasnotthecase,I

wasn'tmarriedtoyouatthattime.Youwerebothmy

girlfriend's.Youweremoresubmissivethanher,that

whyyouthewifenother.

MrsGasa-(swallowed)thattheonlyreasonyou

marriedme?Soyoustillloveher?

Moses-(laughs)Iloveyou,butbackthanmyfirst

choicewasMatho.(Lookingather)don'tworryI

don'tloveheranymore.Icareaboutherasthe

motherofmydaughter.

MrsGasa-whataboutBless'smother?Younever

talkabouther...

Moses-(silent).....thereisareasonwhyIdon'ttalk



abouther,pleaserespectthat.

MrsGasa-Ijustwanttoknow.Youalwaysshutme

outwhenitcomestoher.

Moses-Dropit...

MrsGasa-ohmyGod!!Youstillloveherright?

Moses-(loud)ISAIDDROPIT...

Shekeptquietandlookedattheotherway,he

lookedatherandknewheshouldn'thaveshoutedat

her...

Moses-(touchesherhand)I'msorryforshoutingat

you,itjustIdon'tliketalkingabouther,youknow

this.Idon'tknowwhyyoualwaypushit..

MrsGasa-(sighs)I'msorrytoo,itjustIwantedto

know.

Moses-(babykissesher)justleaveit...



Nomvelowalksandsitsoppositethem,shehasa

frownonherface...

MrsGasa-andthan?Whatwiththeface?

Nomvelo-(lookingatherphoneonceagain)

nothing...

Moses-hadafightwiththeGumedeboyagain?

Nomvelo-No,(rollseyes)anditwasn'tafightlast

time,justmisunderstanding.

MrsGasa-thanwhatwrong?Youkeeplookingat

yourphone.

Nomvelo-(sad)itthisguyIhavebeenkinderseeing,

hehasn'tbeenrespondingtomytexts.Idon'tknow

why,everythingwasgoingsowell.

Moses-he'sjustnotthatintoyou.

MrsGasa-(hittinghim)Moses!!!

Nomvelo-reallydad!!

Moses-(shrugs)what?!!!I'mjusttellingyouwhat

youdon'twanttoadmittoyourself.Moveon,you



beautifulbaby.

MrsGasa-doyoureallylikethisguybaby?

Nomvelo-(nodding)

MrsGasa-wellgivehimtime,maybethereisan

explanationforallofthis..

Moses-(laughs)yeahright...

Hiswifegavehimadeadstare,heshruggedand

continuedwatchingtvasNomvelolookedather

phoneonelasttime....
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Nellywalkedoutoftheboardroomandmadeher

waytowherethecommotionwas...

Ntombi-(sawNelly)finallyherMajestydecidedto



graceuswithherpresence.Howismyhusband's

dick?Isitgood?Itsogoodthatyouhavenoshame

aboutwhatyoudoing?

Shaka-(lookingatNelly)Itoldyounottocomeout,

goback.

Ntombi-No,letherbehere,LETALLTHESEPEOPLE

KNOWWHATSHEREALLYIS,FUCKTHEMISS

GOODYTWOSHOES,UYISIFEBE,UNGUNONDIDWA.

WHYCAN'TYOUGETYOUROWNMANHUH?!!OH

LETMEGUESS,HELEFTYOURYELLOWBONEASS,

NOWYOUJUMPINGTOTHENEXTAVAILABLEDICK.

Worker2-whydoesshelooksocalmaboutthis,I

wouldbeshakingonmyboots

Slayqueen1-itsthebitchface.Youcan'tbeweakif

youridinganotherwoman'sdick.

Worker1-orshecouldbejustinnocent.

Worker3-I'mnotsosure,haveyouseenthem

together.Ithinktheyreallysleepingtogether.

Guy1-eveniftheyweresleepingtogether,whatthe



wifeisdoingisreallynotright.Sheisembarrassing

herself.

Guy2-yeahman.Achicklikethis,issuchaturnoff.

Whywouldsheputonashowforusabouther

privatelife.

Worker3-sheishurt.

Nellylookedherasshecontinuedtorantandthrow

insults,shelookedaroundsawhoweveryonelooked

atNtombi,immediatelysheknewthatrespondingto

herinsultsisnotagoodidearightnow,especially

notinfrontofthesepeople.Itwastimeshemoved

toplanBwhichistostaycalmandunshaken,lether

rant,letherlookratchetandfoolish,asmuchasshe

isresponsibleforherbehavingthisway,butnow,at

thismomentitallaboutsavingherreputationand

beingthesanepersoninfrontofallthesepeople.

Shecouldseeshewasbeginningtogettiredof

shoutingandranting,thisiswhatsheneeded.

NtombimovedclosertoNelly,makingSbaniand

ShakamovequicklyinfrontofNelly...



Ntombi-ngidedeleningishayeisifebe(letmehitthe

bitch)MOVE!!!!

Sbani-(annoyed)Ithinkyouhavesaidenough.I'm

tiredofthisbullshit.Itexhaustingwatchingyou

humiliateyourselflikethis.

Ntombi-wow!!!Youtakinghersideeveninfrontof

everyone,I'myourwifeSbani,yourWIFE,(showing

himthering)whycan'tyouseewhatyoudoingis

breakingourfamily,whycan'tyouseehowmuch

youhurtingus.(Teary)Iloveyou,thinkaboutour

family.Ourbabygirl.(Grabbingontohim)babe,it

meNtombi.Youhaveknownmefor11years.Don't

letitgotowaste.(Crying)Nelly,you'rewoman,you

willunderstandonceyouhavekids.Justleaveus.

I'mbeggingyou.

Sbani-(holdingher)(grittinghisteeth)letgo,wewill

talkathome.

Sipho-yesIthinkitforthebest,Ntombi.

Ntombi-(crying)Ijustwantmyfamilytogether.This

isallthedevilswork,don'tletitwin.Iknowyoulove



me,Iloveyoutoo,sheisjustusingyou.

Sbanisighed,heknewNtombicouldtalkforthe

wholedayifshewasgiventhechance.Hewas

alreadyirritatedandangryfromallthisshit.One

thinghehatesthemostishavingpeopleknowhis

business.StillNtombicannotunderstandthat.He

pickedherupandcarriedheroverhisshoulders,she

waskickingandscreaming,butitallfelltodeafears,

hewalkedtotheelevatorandwaitedwithherover

hisshoulder.Shewasstillkickingandscreaming...

Ntombi-PUTMEDOWN...(Kickingandhittinghim

withhefistonhisback)..

Sbani-(tighteninghishold)stopit.Youbehavinglike

akid.Youactingsillyandchildish,itdefinitelynot

cuteandisn'tagoodlookonyou.

TheelevatorfinallyopenedSbaniwalkedinwithher

overhisshoulder,Siphoquicklygotinaswell...



Slayqueen-yhooochomie,whydidn'tIrecordthis.

Slayqueen2-yhooomnganididyouseetheway

Bossmancarriedheroverhisshoulder,itlookedso

sex.Icanjustimaginemyselfthereoverhis

shoulders...

Guy1-IneverthoughtI'deverseethisguywithsuch

drama,healwayshashisshittogether.

Worker2-nothimalone.Bothhimandthebosslady.

TheytwowellorganisedpeopleIknow.

Worker3-todayIlearntthatnobodyisperfect.Who

knewthesetwohadsuchdirtylaundry..

Shareholder1-(lookingatMrZulu)Zuluwhat

happenedheretodaywasunacceptable..

Shareholder2-whatifwehadclientshere,thiswas

embarrassing.Ineverthoughtsuchcouldhappenat

yourwatch.Thisisunethical.

Shareholder1-you'rethemajorshareholderinthis

company,butyoustillneedusandourconnections.



Iftheboardhearsaboutthis...

NellyandShakacouldhearhowunhappythe

shareholderswere,ShakatookNelly'shandand

madetheirwaytowherethegentlemanandMrZulu

where...

Nelly-theynothappy,Idon'tthinkIshouldbehere..

Shaka-followmylead....

Theyfinallyreachedthem...

Shaka-Gentleman.I'msorryforthe

misunderstanding.Iknowitalottotakein,butthing

is,thewomanyousawhereismybrothersexwife.

NellyandMrZululookedathim,hebrieflylookedat

themandcontinued...



Shaka-shehasahardtimeundestandingthatthey

nolongertogether.Theyhavebeendivorcedfor7

monthsnow.(LookingatNelly)mybrotherhasbeen

datingMissSiwelahereforthepast3monthsbut

becausetheirarecollegues,theydecidednotto

publicabouttheirrelationship.Wellthatuntiltoday.

Whentheexwifemadeanappearance.(Sighs)she

isdepressed.Wetryingeverythingathometohelp

herbutasyousee,shejustcan'tletitgo.I'msure

youhaveencounteredsuchwomanonceinyour

lifetime.

Shareholder1-(sighs)Iunderstand,Zuluwhydidn't

yousayso...

MrZulu-(lookingatShaka)Ijustdidn'twanttoair

outourpersonalproblems.

Shareholder2-understandable.Iknewthereisno

way,Sbanicoulddosuchathing.Heiswell

respectedbusinessman.(Laughs)woman,welove

thembuteytheycandestroyusinjustasecond.

Shareholder1-tellmeaboutit.(LookingatShaka)



thankyouforclarifyingthistous.

Shaka-(smiles)itnoproblem.Howaboutmyfather

takeyououtjustfor2glassesofwhiskey.Itbeena

longday.

Shareholder2-howcanwesaynotothatoffer

(Laughs)ofcourse..

Shaka-(lookingathisFather)Dad,iwilltellwillfrom

thebartosetthecaveforyou...

Shareholder1-(lookingatNelly)you'restrong

woman,youdidn'tbreakonebit.Itmustbehard

havingtohideyourrelationship.

Nelly-(fakesmiles)uhmm yeah...

Shareholder2-don'tworry,thiswholethingwillblow

overbeforeyouknowit...

Nellyfakesmilesagain,shecan'tbelieveShakajust

liedthroughisteethwithoutevenblinking.Now

thesegentlementhinksheisthevictiminallofthis.

Wow,shecouldfillthepitofherstomachturn.She

feelsreallyshittyrightnow...



Attheundergroundparking...

SbaniputsNtombidownroughly...

Sbani-(angry)WHATTHEFUCKWASTHAT???

HAVEYOUGOTANYIDEAWHATYOUHAVEJUST

DONE...

Sipho-Bro,comeon,calmdown.Shewasn'tthinking

straight..

Sbani-SHEWASN'TTHINKINGSTRAIGHTMYFOOT,

DOYOUKNOWHOWMUCHYOUHAVE

EMBARRASSEDME,THATMYWORKPLACE,MY

FUCKINGWORKPLACE.

Ntombi-Idon'tcare,shedeservedeverythingthat

comingtoher,sheisawitch,shebewitchedyouand

youcan'tsee,sheisusingyou.You'repawntoher

revengeplotagainsttheZulu's

Sbani-USANGENE,youryearsoflisteningto

people'sproblemshasturnedyoucrazy,uyahlanya



Ntombi,whatrevenge,thisisnotagame.

Ntombi-(Laughssarcastically)ngiyahlanyamina,

(I'mcrazy?)Lookatwho'stalking?I'mnotthecrazy

oneyouare.Youuselesspieceofshit,youcan't

evengivemebabies,thankGodIdon'thaveyour

secondbaby,idon'thavetocarrysickcrazybabies,

yousavedmethetroubleofrunningamadhouse.

Sipho-Ntombi!!!Yougoingtofar...

Ntombi-No,I'mnot,hemustknowthetruthsohe

couldgetoffhishighhorse.Ididyouafavourby

beingwithyou,whowantsabipolarman.You're

lunatic,thatwhyyourdickcan'tgivemebabies,it

actingout,thebipolargenesinitaredoingtheirpart.

Yourdickhasbeenonabipolarepisodefor2years

now.Fuckinguseless.StaywithyourcrazyIhope

thatshortdevilknowswhatsheisgettingherself

into.

Sipho-whatareyoutalkingabout?..

Shaka-SHUTUP,SHEDOESN'TKNOWWHATSHEIS

TALKINGABOUT...



SiphoandSbaniturnedandsawShakastanding

behindthem

Ntombi-(Laughs)ohyesIdo...(lookingatShaka)

Shaka-(angry)youwanttogothere..

Sbani-(lookingatthem)WHATTHEFUCKISSHE

TALKINGABOUT..

Ntombi-theangerpillsyoutakesometimes,wellmy

dearhusband,theyarenotjustordinarypills...

Shaka-NTOMBI!!!

Ntombi-TellhimShaka

Shaka-MAYBEHESHOULDKNOWABOUTDR

LEMBEDETOO...

Ntombiswallowed,Shakawassweating,theyboth

lookedateachother,SiphoandSbaniwerelooking

atthemwaitingforanyonetospeak...



Sbani-WHATTHFUCKISGOINGON?Whatpills?

What.

.SHAKA?

Shaka-uhmmlistenbro,itnotconfirmedokay,there

wasneverafulldiagnosis..

Ntombi-(rollseyes)OHCUTTHECRAP,YOUKNOW

HEISHASMANIABIPOLAR...

Sipho-WHAT???

Sbani-(lookingatShaka)isittrue?

Shaka-(lookingdown)yeah...

Sipho-ohmyGod!!!

Ntombi-whoisthecrazyonenow...

Shaka-SHUTUP,JUSTSHUTUP.YOUCAN'THAVE

BABIESBECAUSEYOUAFTERYOURFIRSTILLEGAL

ABORTIONYOUALSOABORTEDSBANI'SSECOND

CHILD,tellhimhowyou,wentandkilledhischild

becauseyouwerenotsureIfitmineorhis......
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Attheparkinglot...

Itliketimestoppedrightthatsecond,whenShaka

realisedexactlywhathadjustcomeoutofhismouth,

itwasalreadytolate.Ntombistoodthere,shaking,

shedidn'tthinkhewouldactuallysayit,shedidn't

thinkhewasactuallythatstupidtoimplicatehimself

too.SbanilookedathisbrotherthanbackatNtombi,

hecouldfeelhischesttighten,angerwasbrewing

insidehim,Siphojuststoodthere,hiseyesfixedon

Ntombi...

Ntombi-(teary)itnotwhatyouthink.Babeplease...

Sbani-(shouting)SHUTUP!!!!JUSTSHUTUP,FOR

ONCEINYOURLIFEJUSTSHUTUP..

Shejumpedatthetoneofhisvoice,itroaredlikean

animal,itwasloudandbold...

Sbani-(lookingatShaka)tellmeIdidn'thearyou



correctly,youwouldn'tdothattomeBafo,you

wouldn'tlietomelikethat.I'mnotsick,I'mnotsome

casethatshouldbestudied.RightBafo?(Shaking

hishead)mybrotherwouldn'tdecievemelikethis,I

knowmybrother,IknowyouverywellBafo.Younot

thatkindofaperson,Iknowyou,wecamefromthe

samewomb,webothgotourfoodfromthesame

breast.Youwouldnever,everlietomelikethat.Just

tellmethat,allthatwassaid,itnottrue...

HelookedatShakawithpleadingeyes,hiseyes

wereglassy,hischestwassotightenthatitwas

almostdifficultforhimtobreath,itwassotightthat

itwaslikehewasrestrictinghimselffrombreathing,

restrictinghimselffrombreathingtheairout.Hejust

wantedhisbrother,thebrotherhelovedwithhis

wholebeing,thebrotherwhonevergaveuponhim

evenwheneveryoneisolatedthemselvesfromhim

becauseofhisangerissues.Hisbrotherwasthere,

hisbrothersupportedhimthroughout,hisbrother

gavehimmotivationtogotothoseanger

managementclasses,hisbrothermadehimgoto



therapyonceinawhilewheneverythinggottomuch

forhim.Thebrotherhewouldgiveuphislifeforif

giventhechance.Heisnotaveryexpressiveperson

whenitcomestohowhefeels,butdeepdown,he

knewhowmuchhisbrothermeanttohim,deep

downheknewthathewillforeverbedebtedwhenit

comestohim.Thisisjustabigmisunderstanding,

helookedathisbrother,waitingforhimtorespond,

butShakajustkeptquietandlookedbackathim

teary.Heshookhishead,tearsrunningdownhis

cheeks...

Shaka-(tears)I'msorr...

HecouldnotfinishthatsentenceasSbaniquickly

heldhimbythecollarandshovedhimagainstthe

car...

Sbani-(fumingwithanger)(teary)SAYIT,SAYIT,

NOTMYBROTHER,NOTYOU...



Shaka-(teary)I'msorry,I'msorry.Iwasjusttryingto

protectyou.Ididitforyou..

Sbani-(holdinghiscollareventighter)YOUMY

BROTHER,FUCK!!!THATSHIT,YOUSLEPTWITHMY

WIFE,MYWIFESHAKA,YOUWATCHEDHERABORT

MYBABY,YOUSAIDNOTHING.

Shaka-(holdinghisarms)I'msorry,wethoughtwe

wereprotectingyou.Dadthoughtitwaswisewenot

tellyou.(Takingadeepbreath)(crying)ITCOULD

HAVEBEENMYBABYTOO...I'MHURTINGTOO

Sbani-(takingastepback)We???WhoisWe?Dad...

(silent)...Dadknows?

Shaka-(fixinghisstep)yes,Dad,mom,meand

Ntombi.Weallknew...

Heshoveshimagainstthecaragain,thistimehe

squeezedhisneck,chokinghim,hiseyesbloodred

becauseofthetearsandanger,hetightenhishold,

Shakastartedtochokeonhimself,gaspingforair.

SiphoandNtombiquicklywenttothem,pullinghim

awayfromShaka.....



Sipho-(pullinghisarm)Sbani,lethimgo,

uzombulala(youwillkillhim)lookathim,heis

suffering...

Ntombi-(wrappingherarmsaroundhisback)(teary)

ohmygod!!Sbanimyeke(leavehim)pleasebabe

I'm sorry...

Sbaniquicklyletgoofhimandturnsofastgrabbing

Ntombibytheneck,makingherscreamand

continuouslyhittinghisarms...

Ntombi-(screaming)Sbani...(stampingonherfeets)

ngiyeka(leaveme)I'msorry...

Sbani-YOUUNGREATFULBITCH,IGAVEYOU

EVERYTHING,EVERYTHINGNTOMBI....MY

BROTHER,MYBROTHERNTOMBI...

Ntombi-(chokingandcoughing)(crying)itwasa

mistake,please!!!!Don'tkillme,thinkaboutour

daughter...Iloveyou,Iloveyou...



Sbani-SHUTUP!!!!

Thesecuritycamerunningtothesceneassoonas

heheardNtombi'sloudcrys,heandSiphoquickly

wenttoSbaniandpulledhimback,theyhadahard

time,hewasstrongerthanbothofthemcombined,

Ntombi'seyesstartedtorollbackandforth,her

wholefacehadturnedpale,youcouldseehervein

linesonherforehead.Shakastoodupandquickly

wenttohelpthesecurityguyandSipho.Theyfinally

pulledSbaniaway,makingNtombifalldownthat

second,coughingandgaspingforair.Sbaniturned

aggressivelyandpunchedShakaontheface,

makinghimbleedrightthatsecond,hestumbled

backandlosthisstepmakinghimfalltotheground

too.Sbanilookedathisbrothershakinghishead,his

facefilledwithanger,sadness,hurt,disappointment

anddefeat.Hewipedhistearsandwalkedtohiscar.

Hegotanddrovestraightoutthepremises.Leaving

allofthemfillinglikeshit.Ntombiwasfullofregret,

ifonlyshehadjustshuthermouth,nowifshewas

indenialaboutherlosinghim,nowshewassosure,



shehadlosthim.Shakagotupandwalkedtohiscar.

Minuteslater,hiscardriveoutinfullspeed.Sipho

walkedtoNtombiandhelpedherup...

Ntombi-(teary)(sniffs)thankyou...

Sipho-(lookingather)areyouokay?(Touchingher

face,wipinghertears)

Ntombi-(teary)Imessedup,Ihurthimsobad.I'm

evil,howcanIdothattohim(crying)ihavelosthim

Sipho,Ilosthimforgood...

Hehuggedherbrushingherback,shewrappedher

armsaroundhimcryingonhischest...

Sipho-sshhhh,itokay,heisangry,givehimtime...

ssshhh....

Shecontinuedcrying,afterafewminutes,hercrys

werenowsettlingdown,Shemovedfromhischest,



Sipholookedatherswolleneyes,hewipedhertears,

andlookedatherlips,heleanedfowardandkissed

her...

Ntombi-(pushinghim)ewwww!!!Wenzani?(What

areyoudoing?)(Movingawayfromhim)Ican't

believeyourightnow..

Sipho-(embarrassed)I'm sorry,Ijustwantedyouto

feelbetter..

Ntombi-bykissingme,USANGENE??(areyou

insane?)Nxi!!!YouZandile'shusbandforGodsake...

Sipho-I'msosorrypleasedon'ttellher,Ijustdidn't

knowwhattodo..

Ntombi-WHYWOULDYOUKISSME?DOILOOK

THATCHEAP,EWWNO...(Wipinghermouthin

disgust)..

Sipho-(offended)IsaidI'msorrynoneedtobe

dramaticaboutit.Itjustastupimistake...

Ntombi-NXI!!!SIES!!!YOUSBANI'SBROTHER...

Sipho-thatdidntstopyoufromfuckingShaka,stop



beingdramaticaboutakissthatdidnthappen,you

havedoneworseNxi..

Ntombi-(angry)FUCKYOU!!!

Ntombiwalkedawayfromhimgoingtohercar....

3hourslater...

ATNELLYSAPARTMENT

Shewassittingintheloungethinkingabouttoday.

ShecouldnoterasetheimageofNtombicryingand

beggingSbani.Thatimagehauntedher,notsolong

agothatwasher.Sherememberedhowshebegged

Sizwetostay,howshecriedandkneltbeforehim,

begginghimtorememberher,toloveher.Shedid

thattoanotherwoman,shewasatthereceivingend

watchinganotherwomanbegamannottoleaveher.

Wasthisthewomanshehasbecome,theselfish,

uncaring,coldheartedwoman.Isthiswhosheisnow?



Whathappenedtoherbeingtheanchorofevery

woman,whathappenedtoherbeingallforwoman,

hastheeventsofSizwechangedherthatmuch.Is

sheevilasNtombiwassaying.Thesewereall

questionsandthoughtsgoingthroughhermind.She

wasdisturbedbyaknockonthedoor.Shegotup

andwenttothedoor,sheopenedthedoorand

foundShakastandingoutside,helookedbad,his

shirthadbloodstains...

Nelly-ohmyGod!!!Whathappened?

Shaka-(stumbledwithhisstep)Imessedup...I

fuckedup..

Nelly-(lookingathim)areyoudrunk?Shaka?What

happened?

Shaka-(laughs)me?drunk?Noooooo(shakinghis

head)(heburped)...

Nelly-(disgusted)okayyoudrunk...

Shehelpedhimtothecouch,itwasalongwaythere,



hewasn'treallyalightperson.Shestruggledwith

untiltheyreachedthecouch.Theybothfellonthe

couch.WithNellybreathingheavily,shelookedat

him,helookedpained,hurtandverysad.Hewasn't

theShakasheknew,hisglowandsparkwasgone.

Shewonderedwhatcouldhavechangedinjust

theselasthoursshesawhim.Shethoughtofcalling

Zeeandaskingherwhathappenedtohim,butshe

decidednottoasshethoughtmaybetheyhada

fight.Shelookedathimagain,shefelthurttoo,she

caredabouthimalot,hewasoneofthosepeople

shewantedtostayhappyatalltimes.Shehated

seeinghimlikethis....

Nelly-(lookingathim)Doyouwanttotalkaboutit...

Shaka-(shakinghisheadteary)...

Nelly-(openingherarms)okay,Igivegreatcuddles

youknow..

Hesmiledandlaidhisheadonherchest,she

huggedhim,hesleptonherchest,pullinghisfeetup



thecouch...

Nelly-(brushinghishead)whateveritis,itwillbe

okay...

ATCAPPELLOFLORIDA

Sbaniwashavinghiswhiskey,hehasbeendrinkng

sinceheleftthepackinglot.Alotwasgoingthrough

hishead.Hisphonevibrated,helookedatit,itwas

Bless,heanswered..

Sbani-(downinghiswhiskey)yeah...

Bless-(sighed)Shakacalledme,whereareyou?

Sbani-Iwanttobealone...

Bless-areyoudrinking?Pleasetellmeyounotatthe

bar?

Sbani-....(silent)



Bless-SHIT!!!SBANI!!!Youknowwhathappenedthe

lasttimeyouwereangryandwentdrinking,getout

now!!!

Sbani-IKNOW...I'MJUSTHEREFORTHEDRINK...

Bless-idon'tlike...

Hehangedupandswitchedhisphoneoff...

Afterafewminutes,aladycameandstoodnextto

him...

Lady-(naughtly)heysexy...

Sbani-(lookedather)hey...

Lady-(smiled)mindifIjoinyou?

Sbani-(Looksather,startingfromherface,allthe

waydownherbody,hewassizingher)Ihavea

betteridea...

Lady-ohyeah...(leaningfoward,showinghimher



cleavage)

Sbani-yeah..letgetoutofhere

Theladysmiled,hetookthatasayes,hedowned

hiswhiskeyandgotuptakinghiskeys,hestarted

walkingout.Theladywasconfused,hewasn't

smilingather,helookedblankandemotionless,she

startedhavingsecondthoughts,heturnedand

lookedback,shewasstillstandingbythecounter,

heraisedhiseyebrowrevealingthatscar,she

meltedatthesight,thismanwasallkindofsex,she

thought,shesmiledandmodelledherwaytohim,he

stilllookedatherunimpressedbutshedidn'tcare,

shewasn'tmissingachanceofbeingwithhim,he

lookedloaded...

Lady-(takingherchances)Icharge2000anight...

Sbani-Good..

Shesmiledandkeptwalking,shehashitthejackpot

tonight,sheisn'tevenaprostitute.Helookedather



andthoughttohimself,shouldthingsspiraloutof

control,itGoodsheisaprostitute,noonewilllook

forher...

[11/3,20:50]Marcia:Insert50

ATCOASTLANDSHOTEL

Lady-(lookingaround)wow!!!!Thisplacelooks

expensive,theonlyhotelIcanaffordisBayside,

(Touchingthebedsheets)thisisoutofthisworld,

(smiles)Icansmellthefreshbedsheets,I'msure

youcometohotelslikethesealot...

Hedoesn'trespondtoher,shelooksathim,okay!!!

Shehasconcludedheisn'tmuchofachattyperson.

Hehasn'tsaidanythingtohersincetheyleftthebar,

hehasnotevenaskedhername.Itobviousheis

goingthroughsomething,thestresslinesonhis

foreheadareproof,partofherwantstoaskhim

aboutitbutsheisscared,sheisn'tsureifshewould



besteppingtheboundaries.Hewalkstotheminibar

thattheyhaveinsidetheirroom,hetakesabottleof

whiskeyandglassandwalksbacktowherethebed

is.Hetakesachairandsitsfacingthebedandher,

hepourshimselfhiswhiskeyandlooksather.....

Lady-(smiles)uhmmwheredoIgetmydrink...

Sbani-(raisinghiseyebrow)Strip...

Lady-(eyesout)What??!!

Sbani-(deepvoice)STRIP!!!!...

Shetakesoffherheelsandkicksthemontheside,

shetakesofherdressandthrowsitonthefloor,this

wholetimehewasdrinkingandlookingather,she

wasabouttotakeoffherbra...

Sbani-STOP...

Shestoppedandlookedathim...



Sbani-(baritonevoice)Getdressed...

Lady-(eyesout)WHAT!??DidIdo...

Sbani-(sippinghiswhiskey)getdressed...

Shewantedtoprotestbutthewayhelookedather,

shedecidednottoo.Shepickedherdressupand

gotdressed,hiseyespointedatherheels,shetook

themandworethembackon,shestoodthereand

lookedathimnervously...

Sbani-STRIP!!!...(Lookingdirectlyathereyes)make

itsexy,danceforme...

lady-(heartpounding)uhmmIdon'tknow...

Sbani-(commanding)STRIPNOW!!!

shestoodthereshaking,nowthemoodwastense.

Shegotnervous,shehasneverdonethisbefore,

dancingforaman,shedidn'tthinkthisiswhathe



wanted,shethoughttheywilljusthavesex,hewill

payherandthatisit.Shejustwantedquickmoney.

Sheisnotthatexperiencedwhenitcomestosex

andpleasingaman.Sheisavarsitystudentwho

wasoutwithherfriends,neededquickmoneytobuy

herselfaweave.Herfriendstoldherthiswasthe

waytodoit.Nowheresheis,withamanshedoesn't

know,wholookssexyasfuck,askinghertodance

forhim....

Sbani-(lookingather)Idon'thavethewholenight....

Lady-(shaking)uhmm,uhmmmthere

is...no....music..

Sbani-(sippinghiswhiskey)themusicisinyour

head...

Shenervouslyswayedherhipssidetoside,shetook

ofherrightheelfirstkickingitonside,shelost

balancetryingtoswayherhipsandfellonthefloor...



Lady-(heartpounding)I'msorry,(tryingtostandup)

sorry..

Sbani-(irritated)STOP!!!

Lady-(teary)I'msorryI...

Sbani-comesitonmylap...

Shelookedathimtearyandstoodupwalkingtohim.

ShesatonhislapandfeltZulu,sheswallowedher

eyesgotevenmoreteary,whathasshegotten

herselfinto.Hislefthandwentupherbacktoher

hairwhilehisrightheldhisglassofwhiskey...

Sbani-(sippinghiswhiskey)younotastripperare

you?

Lady-(Shaking)No...I'mnot...

Sbani-(annoyed)soyouliedtome...



Lady-(teary)I'msorry...

Sbani-(pulledherhair)youtrickedme...

Lady-(screamed,tryingtoholdhislefthand)(teary)

I'msorry,I'msorry...

Hecontinuetopullherhair,shewasnowcryingand

screaming,kickingherfeetintotheair.Hewatched

hercryandscreaminpainashedrankhiswhiskey.

Somethingabouthercryingandscreaminginpain

calmedhisfrustrationbutitdidn'tstophisdesireto

continueinflictingpainonher,soheplacedhis

whiskeyglassdownandpulledherbyherhairtothe

bed.Hethrewherontopofthebedandwatchedher

asshetriedtogetherselftogether...

Lady-(hiccups)(touchingherhead)I'msorry...

Sbani-waitrighthere,Ithinktheydohavesome

painkillersatthebathroom...

Hewalkedtothebathroom,whenhewasaboutto



openthecabinet,hestoppedwhenhesawtheclean

towelsplacedneatly.Hepickedoneandopenedthe

tapandwetthetowel.Afterafewminutes,he

walkedtothebedroomwiththewettowelonhis

hand.Hestoppedonhistracksandlookedather,

shewasshaking,shelookedterrifiedandinpain,

shefeltapresenceandlookedupathim,theyeyes

met,herinnocenttearyeyesjustlikehers,he

rememberedhowshelookedathimrightaftershe

tookherlastbreath.Heswallowedholdingbackhis

tears.Shelookeddownatthewettowelhehadon

hishandsconfused...

Lady-what'sthetowelfor?

Sbani-uhmm..(thinking)...Ididn'tfindany

medicationsoIthoughtyoucanplacethewettowel

onyourforeheadtocooldowntheheadache...

(handedherthecoldwettowel)

Lady-(fakesmiled)(tookthetowel)thankyou...

Sheplacedthetowelonherforehead,itwasquiet



forsometime.Hewatchedher,shelookedyounger

thanSane,hisheartstartedbeatingfast...

Sbani-(heartpounding)howoldareyou?

Lady-(ashamed)uhmmm,20..

Heswallowedandwalkedtothedresser,hetookhis

wallet,phoneandcarkeys.HehandedherR2000...

Sbani-(chokedonhissaliva)uhmmyoucanstaythe

night,theroomispaidfor.

Lady-(ashamed)Ican'ttakethis,Ifeelguilty...

Sbani-(lookingatheronceagain)(tookadeep

breath)I'm sorry...

Hequicklywalkedoutbeforeshecouldsayanything.

Allthewaytotheelevatoranddowntohiscar,his

heartbeatsofast,hewasterrifiedatwhatalmost

couldhavehappened.Healmosttookadvantageof



akid,hethoughtofhisdaughter,hefeltsomething

comingup,hemovedtothegarbagebinandpuked

inside....

1:45am

ATBEVERLEYHILLSHOTEL

Blesspacedupanddowntheroom...

Skills-BossZulu'sphoneisactivated,canyoutellus

hislocation(lookingattheITguy)...

Guy-(typingonhisscreen)itsayshere,hejustleft

Coastlandshotel,nowhelookslikeheisheadedto

Westbrook..

Bless-(relieved)thankGod...



HetookhisphoneanddailedSbani'snumber...

Ringing...

Sbani-sho...

Bless-jeeeez!!!Whywasyourphoneoff?Ihopeyou

didn'tdoanythingthatyoumightregret.LookmanI

know...

Sbani-(cuttinghimoff)I'mokay....Icouldn't,Ididn't

doanything..(silent)...Isawherface...

Bless-(lookingatSkills&theITguy)(hewalkedto

thebedroom)(takesadeepbreath)I'msorryman...

Shakatoldmeeverything...atleastnowthatexplains

alot,especiallyaboutthatnight...

Sbani-Idon'twanttotalkaboutmyfamilyright

now....I'mstillveryangrywiththem...

Bless-Iunderstand...whereareyou,cometomy

place..

Sbani-I'mdriving,I'mgoingtoNelly'splace,Ijust



wanttoholdherandwatchhersleep.SheiswhatI

needrightnow...

Bless-goodidea.Youshouldhavewenttoher

insteadofthebar..

Sbani-(shakinghishead)Iwastooangry,Iwould

havehurther.

Bless-yeahyouright...(silent)...youknowthis

changesnothing,youstillSbani,youstillmybest

friend,youstillmybrother...

Sbani-(holdsbackhistears)yeah.....

Bless-Iloveyouman..

Sbani-(laughs)I'mnothavingagaymomentwith

you..

Bless-(laughs)comeon,justonce,itwillbeour

secret..

Sbani-(laughs)No...(silent)...Brothers?...

Bless-Brothers...

Theybothhangup...



ATNELLYSAPARTMENT...

Nellywasasleepinherroom,whileShakawas

sleepingintheguestroom.Shedidn'tlethimleave

becauseofthestatehewasin.Hehandvomitedin

herlounge,shehadtocleanupafterhim,shehad

himtakeashowerandgavehimsomeofSbani's

sweatpantsandt-shirttowear....

Fewminuteslater...

Sbaniopenedthedoorandwalkedinside.Helocked

andwentpassthekitchen,hestoppedandnoticed

halfbottleofHeinekeninsidethesink.Heknows

Nellydoesnotdrinkbeer.Hethoughtmaybeoneof

herbrothersmighthavebeenhere.Hecontinued

andmadehiswaytoherbedroom.Hepassedher

andwenttothebathroom.Hetookaquickshower

andwalkedtoherwalkincloset,helookedforhis



greysweatpantsbutitwasn'tthere,hewascertain

heleftithere.Sohejustsettledforhismaroonone

andaplainwhitet-shirt.Heopenedthecoversand

gotinside,shewaswearingpyjamastoday,thatwas

weird,shesleepsnaked.Hebrusheditoff.He

movedherclosertoher,makingherbodystiffas

sheopenedhersleepyeyes...

Sbani-(kissesherforehead)itme..

Nelly-(blinking)babe?

Sbani-(smiles)yeah...gobacktosleep...

Shesnuggledclosertohim,heheldhertighterand

kissedherforeheadagain.Sheclosedhereyesand

wenttosleepagain.Helaidawake,hedidn'twantto

fallasleep,heknewifhedid,hewouldhavethe

nightmaresandseeherface.Italwayshappens

whenheisnotokay,heseesherfaceinhissleep.

AfraidtohallucinateandhurtNelly,hedecidesthat

hewouldnotsleeptoday.Buthewilllayawakeand

enjoyhearingherbreathingpatterns,watchingher



sleeppeacefullywithnoworries,giveshimhope,it

allheneeds.Italmostlikewhenitdayslikethese

andhecan'tsleepbecauseoffear,watchingher

sleepishisconsolation.Sheissleepingfortheboth

ofthem....

Helookedattheclocknexttoherbedside,3:55am.

Hetriedclosinghiseyesbutopenedthemagain

whenhisthoughtswenttotoday'sevent.Hedidn't

wanttothinkaboutthatrightnow.Hisbody

stiffened,hiswholebodytemperaturechanged,asif

sensingthechange,Nellymovedalittle.Hequickly

calmedhimself.Hecannotletthedevilwinrightnow,

notwhenhisperfectworldwasinhisarms,thiswas

hisnormal,shewashisnormal.Rightnowheisat

peace...

[11/3,20:50]Marcia:Insert51

ATNELLYSAPARTMENT



Shakawokeup,hisheadhurtalot,hemadea

mentalnotenottoevermixalcoholagain.Hesatup

andfoundthathewasinanunfamiliarroom.He

lookedaroundconfusedforaminutes,untilthe

eventsofyesterdaycamefloodingin.Hewokeup

andwenttotheinsuitebathroom.Afterhefinished

hisbusiness,hewalkedtothekitchen.Sbaniwas

awakewatchingNellysleep,hehasn'tsleptonebit.

Hecouldhearnoisescomingfromtheotherrooms.

Helistenedcarefully,heheardthefridgeopened

fromthekitchen.HecarefullymovedNellyaway

fromhischestandslowlygotoutofthebed.He

checkedifhedidn'twakeherup,shewasstill

soundlyasleep.Shewassuchadeepsleeperthese

days.Itwasn'tlikeher.Hewalkedoutofthe

bedroommakinghiswaytothekitchen....

Whenhegottothekitchen,hecouldnotbelievehis

eyes.Therestoodhisbrotherbythesink,drinking

waterfromthebottle,wearinghiswhitet-shirtand

greysweatpants.Sensingthepresencebehindhim,

Shakaturnedaround,hiseyesmeetingSbani's



confusedandangryeyes.Heswallowed,hiswhole

bodygoingstiff.....

Shaka-Bafo...

Sbani-(tryingtostaycalm)whatareyoudoinghere?

Shaka-uhmm,I...listenmanIdidn'tknow...

Sbani-WHATTHEFUCKAREYOUDOINGHERE

SHAKA?

Shaka-IwasdrunklastnightandIcouldn'tgohome

man,NellyinsistedIsleepoverokay...

Sbani-(movingclosertohim)andyoucouldn'tturn

downthatoffer?WHYTHEFUCKDIDYOUCOME

HEREINTHEFIRSTPLACE?...

Shaka-Ijustwantedsomeonetotalkto,BafoIdidn't

knowyouweregoingtobehere.

Sbani-Whywouldn'tIbehere??SHEISMYFUCKING

WOMAN...OFCOURSEIWILLBEHERE....(lookingat

him)YOUWANTHER?YOUWANTTOSLEEPWITH

HERTOO?



Shaka-(annoyed)WHYWOULDIDOTHAT??HUH?I

GAVEHERTOYOUDIDN'TI??SHEISMYFUCKING

FRIEND...

Theycontinuedtoshoutovereachother.Nellywoke

uphearingloudvoicescomingfromthekitchen,she

satuptryingtofigureoutIfshewasn'thearing

thingsbutactuallytherepeoplearguing.Shewoke

upandwalkedoutthebedroom,whenshepassed

thelounge,thevoicesgotevenlouderand

somethinghittheground,bythesoundofit,she

concludeditwasabottle.Shefinallyreachedthe

kitchenfindingthetwobrothersateachother's

throat...

Nelly-(sleepyvoice)whatwithallthenoise?

Shaka-(lookingather)I'msorry,whydidn'tyoutell

meSbaniwascomingover?

Sbani-(lookingather)WHYTHEFUCKDIDN'TYOU

TELLMESHAKAWASHERE??SLEEPINGINTHE

NEXTROOM...



Nelly-(confused)what..!!??....waitthisiswhatthisis

about?(Annoyed)Iwokeupfrommysleepfromfor

thisbullshit..tellmeyoujoking?(Lookingatthem)

Sbani-whydidn'tyoutellmeyouhadanotherman

sleepinginyourguestroom,wearingmyclothes.

Nelly-(annoyed)firstlyShakaisn'tjustanotherman.

Heisyourbrother.Hecameheredrunk,helooked

hurtandsad,Icouldn'tlethimdriveinthatstate.He

pukedallovermyloungeroomIhadtocleanhimup

thatwhyIgavehimyourclothes.(rollseyes)areyou

happynow??(LookingatSbani)

Shaka-WHYdidn'tyoutellmeyour"boyfriend"was

coming?

Nelly-becauseIdidn'tknowhewascoming,justlike

Ididn'tknowyouwerecoming.(Irritated)IDON'T

KNOWWHATTHEFUCKISGOINGONBETWEEN

YOUTOO,BUTLEAVEMEANDMYSLEEPOUTOF

IT....ICAN'TDEALWITHTHISSHIT.....

Shecarriedon,shoutingatthem,shesworeatthem,

callingthemallstupidnames.Theyjuststoodthere



shockedatheroutburst.Whenshewasdone,she

walkedtowardsthefridge,shewasstilltalking,she

couldnotseethatwhereshewaswalkingwaswet,

sheaccidentallyslippedfromthewetfloormaking

herhitthegroundhard,everythinghappenedso

quickthatallthatwasheardwasherloudscream......

ATBEVERLEYHILLSHOTEL

Blesswasstillsleepingwhenhisphonevibrated,he

answeredit...

Bless-Sho..

Skills-Bossopenup,I'matthedoor.

Bless-(lookingattheclockbesidethebed6:45)

WHATTHEFUCKDUDE!!!haveyouseenthetime.

Skills-itimportant...Igottheinfoyouwanted...

Hehangedupandgotoutthecovers,hewalkedout



hisroomandpassbytheloungeandwenttoopen

forSkills..

Bless-nexttimeyouwakemeupthistime,Iwill

blowyourbrainsout..

Skills-(laughs)thisisurgentbossman...

Theywentandtookasitonthecouches....

Bless-(takingadeepbreath)okaydishitout...

Skills-(lookingathim)youwantthegoodorthebad

first?

Bless-justfuckingtellmeman.

Skills-handinghimtheenvelope.Inthereisfull

detailsonthelady.ButIwillbriefyouaboutthe

basics.HerfullnamesNomveloPrincessGasa,age

29,shehastwosiblingswell3nowincludingyou.

(Lookingathim)has2kids(twins)byaguynamed

DerekGumede,heworksatthestates.Goodnewsis



youhavefoundyourfamilybossman.Badnewsis

wehaveGasabehindourbacks.Iknowheisyour

fathermanbutwecan'thavehimsnoopingaround

ourbusiness.

Blesswasquiet,hewaslettingallofthissinkin.

Nomvelowashissister.Hekissedhissister,hehad

sexualfantasiesabouthissister,heswallowedhard.

Heactuallythoughtshewastheone.Skillslooldat

him,waitingforhimtorespond...

Skills-(snappinghisfingers)BOSS!!!

Bless-(snappingoutofit)uhhh!!!Goodjob.Iwill

takeitfromhere...

Skill-noproblemBossman.Nowwhatwillwedo

withGasa?

Bless-leaveGasatome.IneedyoutoflytoBots

tonight.

Skills-(lookingathim)areyouokay?

Bless-(sighs)yeah...(standing)makesureyoudon't



missyourflighttoBotstonight.Ineedyoutocheck

onmymotherwhenyouthatside..

Skills-consideritdone.Youshouldconsidermoving

mamzothisside,youlooklikeyouwillbeinS.A.for

awhile.

Bless-yeah,yeah...Ijustneedtogetahousefirst..

HewalkedSkillstothedoor,theybrohugged...

Bless-don'tforgettocheckonmymother...

Skills-youknowIwon't.Sheislikeamothertome

too..

Bless-(fistbumped)travelsafe...

Skills-always...

ATNTOMBIANDSBANI'SHOUSE...

Ntombiwasstillsleepingintheirbedroomwhen



Nomacamerunninginside,shejumpedonthebed

roughlywakingherup...

Ntombi-WHATTHEFUC.....(noticedNoma)ohbaby

ityou...

Noma-(lookingather)wereyougoingtoshoutat

me?

Ntombi-(fakelaughs)No,Nobaby,mommywasjust

havingabaddream.Whyareawakesoearlybaby?

Noma-I'mhungry,Iwantbreakfast..

Ntombi-(sighs)gomakeyourselfcerealbaby,

mommyistired..

Noma-butIcan'treachthecupboards..

Ntombi-(Touchingherpainfulhead)climbonachair

orsomething...

Noma-(whines)butmommyIwillfall.YouknowI'm

notallowedtodothat...

Ntombi-(trystocalmherachingheadache)justtake

yogurtfromthefridge...



Noma-(whines,attemptingtocry)Idon'twant

yogurt...

Ntombi-(Shouting)OHMYGOD!!!NOMA,I'MTIRED,

TIREDOKAY!!!JUSTGOTAKEAFRUITOR

SOMETHING...

Noma-IWANTMYDAD...

Ntombi-WELLHEISN'THEREISHE??NOWSUCKIT

UP...(standingupwalkingtothebathroom)JESUS,

IFITISN'TYOURFATHERGIVINGMEAHEADACHE,

ITYOUWITHYOURSTUPIDTANTRUMS.......

ATKHOZAHOUSEHOLD

Uncle1-whatistheissuewiththesecondgirl?

Nhlanhla-Malume,sheisclosetogivingbirth,Ineed

tobethereandhelpherwiththings.IknowIhave

beenherewithSimiandoursonbutLungieyalso

needsme.Ifitnotaproblem,Iwouldappreciateitif

Ileaveandgobewithhertillshegivesbirth...

Don-haveyoutalkedtoyourwifeaboutthis?



Nhlanhla-Ihaven't.Baba,Idon'twanttoupsether.

Wehavebeenongoodtermslately.Idon'twantto

ruinthat.

Uncle1-thansonhowdoyouexpecttojustleavehe

withoutanexplanation.Thatnothowthingsare

done.

Don-youruncleisright.Simiisyourwife.You

cannotdoanythingwithoutherapproval.Idontcare

aboutthewesternwaysbuthere,Simiistheneck

andyouthehead.Shegoeswhereyougo.

Nhlanhla-Iaskedmomifshedoesn'tmindhelping

Simiwiththebaby.Shesaiditokay.

Uncle-thebabycannotleavethesegrounduntilafter

3months.Therearemanyaunt'shere,theycanhelp

makoti.

Don-(smiles)yourmomiswelcometohelpson.But

shecanonlyhelpSimiifsheishere,wouldshe

agreetomovebackhereforthetimebeing?

Uncle-(laughs)ofcourse,sheisstillourmakoti

accordingtotradition.



Nhlanhla-(sighs)Iwilltalktoher..

Don-dothatson.AndtalktoSimi.

Nhlanhlawalkedoutleavinghisfatheranduncle...

Uncle-(laughs)Iseewhatyoudoing...

Don-(laughs)what???I'mmakingthingseasier...

Uncle1-(smiles)younevergotoverthatntombi

yomlungu(whitegirl)

Don-Ma'Siwelaisnotwhite.Hermotherwaswhite..

Uncle1-(laughs)whateverbutyouknowI'mright...

ATUMHLANGANETCAREHOSPITAL

Sbani-(pacedupanddown)WHATTHEFUCKIS

TAKINGTHEMSOLONG...

Shaka-(brushinghisface)I'msureshewillbeokay.

Sheisstrong.



Sbani-(shaking)bloodBafo,blood.Whywasthere

bloodbetweenherlegs...

Shaka-(swallowed)...IwishIknewBafo,IwishI

knew....

[11/3,20:50]Marcia:Insert52

ATUMHLANGAHOSPITAL...

Sbaniwasstillpacingupanddown,Shakawas

sittedwithhisheadfaceddown.Thetensionwas

thick,youcanalmostcutwithascissor.Nomvelo

wasdroppingafileatreceptionwhenshesawSbani

pacingupanddownnearthewaitingchairs.She

couldseetheworryandstressalloverhisface.She

quicklymadeherwaytothem.Sbaniturnedandsaw

herapproaching.Alittlereliefpassedthroughhim..

Sbani-howisshe?Isshegoingtobeokay?

(Touchinghishead)therewasblood...whywasshe

bleeding?...



Hewasramblingawholelotofthings,hewaslikea

madperson.HewastalkingsofastthatNomvelo

couldnothearsomeofthethingsthathewas

saying.ShakastoodupwhenhesawNomveloina

whitecoat..

Shaka-Doctor,pleasetellussheisokay,wehave

beenwaitingforhours...

Nomvelo-(confused)what???who??blood??What

areyouguysonabout?

Sbani-Nelly,webroughtherhereabout20minutes

ago..

Nomvelo-(shocked)Nellyishere?Ididn'tknow.I

justcamefromsurgery.

Shaka-(brusheshisface)soyouknownothing...

Nomvelo-unfortunatelyno.(LookingatSbani)you

sayNellyishere?Explaintomeexactlywhat

happenedandslowlyplease.

Sbani-she...She...(Brusheshisface)ohgod...She



slippedonwetfloorandfell,therewaslotofblood

comingout..Shekeptscreamingthatherback

hurts..

Nomvelo-(eyesout)uhmmokayletmefindout,I

willgetbacktoyou.Bepatient...

Sbani-ICAN'TFUCKINGWAITANOTHERHOUR,I

JUSTWANTTOKNOWIFSHEISOKAY...

Shaka-Bafo,letgivethedoctorachance.

Nomvelo-(lookingatShaka)pleasegetyourbrother

water.Helookslikeheisabouttofaint...

Nomveloquicklyrunstothereception,afterafew

minutesoftalkingtothelady,andgettingthe

necessaryinformation.Shedisappearstothestaff

onlydoor......

Shaka-Ithinkweshouldcallhermom.

Sbani-NotnowShaka.Wewillcallherwhenwe

knowifsheisalright.



Shaka-andifsheisnot?..

Sbani-(holdshimbythecollar)(clenchedhis

teeth)DON'TTALKLIKETHAT...DON'TYOU

FUCKINGDARE...SHEWILLBEOKAY...

Whenherealisedeveryonewaslookingatthem,

specificallylookingathim.HeletgoofShaka.

Everyonewasstilllookingathim...

Sbani-(lookingaround)WHATAREYOUFUCKING

LOOKINGATHUH?!!!!!

Shaka-pleasecalmdownBafo....

Awomanwhowassittingclosertothem,withher

son,shequicklytookhersonandmoved....

40minuteslater.....



ROOMQ15...

Nellywaslayingonthehospitalbed,withadrip

connectedtoher.Shesattherefacingtheceiling.

Alotwasgoingthroughhermind.Shefoundherself

touchingherBelly.Tearsrandownhercheeks.

Couldshehavelosthim/her.Shewasn'treally

excitedaboutthepregnancybutnow,knowingthat

thereischanceshehadlostherbaby.Ithurts,it

hurtssobad.Anditcutsdeep.Moretearsrundown

hercheeks....

SbaniandShakaenterherroom.Sheissolostinher

thoughtsthatshedidnothearthemcomein.They

walkuptoher.TheminuteSbaniseesthetears

runningdownhercheeks.Heswallowsandquickly

walksuptoher.Hesitsnextstoherandtakesher

righthandholdingittightlyashewipeshertears...

Sbani-I'mherebabe...



Shecriesevenmoreatthesoundofhisvoice.How

canshetellhimthatshehadlosttheirbaby.Shehid

thisfromhim.Shefindsherselfstrugglingto

breathe...

Shaka-(movestoher,holdingherlefthand)breathe,

followmyvoice,breatheslowly...

SbanilooksatShakaandthewayinwhichheholds

herhand.Hewantstotellhimtofuckoff,butwhen

heseeshow,sheisrespondingtohim,howsheis

slowlybutsurelygettingherbreathingpatternin

order.Heholdshimselfback...

Thedooropens,amaledoctorfollowedbyNomvelo

entertheroom.Themaledoctoriscarryingwhathe

assumesasNelly'sfile...

DrWatson-IhopeI'mnotdisturbing.....



Sbani-Whatiswrongwithher?Isshegoingtobe

okay?...

DrWatson-(lookingaround)shouldItalkinfrontof

everyonehere?(LookingatNelly)...

ShetakesadeepbreathandlooksatSbani,helooks

backatherwithhiseyebrowsraised...

Sbani-I'mnotgoinganywhere...

ShesighsandnodsatDrWatson...

DrWatson-(openinghisfile)wellIdon'tknowifyou

awareornotbutyou'repregnant..

Sbani-WHAT?!!!

Shaka-PREGNANT???

DrWatson-(lookingatthetwomen)uhmmyeah...

Nelly-(teary)justtellmethebadnewsalreadyDr...



justtellme...

Sbani-...(remembers)therewasblood...(panicking)

isthebabyokay?Imeantherewasbloodbetween

herlegs,didn'tthefall...

Nomvelo-(smiles)ThebabyisokayNelly....byGod's

graceyoudidn'tlosethebaby.....

Nelly-(crying)heisokay??Ohmygod...(snifss)are

yousure?

DrWatson-yes..butthebabyisnotoutofdanger

yet.Yourbloodpressureishigh,thefallcausedthe

babytostress.Youwillbeapproachingyour4th

monthin3andhalfweeks.Yourpregnancyisstillat

acriticalstage.Iwillbekeepingfor2nightsjustto

monitoryou.Pleasestartmakingappointmentswith

yourdoctor.Youneedtostartyourmonthlycheck

ups,youhavegonetoolongwithoutcaringforthis

pregnancy.

Nelly-(wipinghertears)ThankyouGod.(Shesaida

shortprayer)Amen...

Sbani-(smiles)youpregnant....wow(almostteary,

butheheldthemback)...Ineedaminute...(kissed



herforehead)Iexcuseme...

Hewalkedouttheroomandmadehiswaytothe

men'stoilet...

Sbani-(teary)God!!!...(silent).........

Tearsrandownhischeeksashewasfilledwitha

wholelotofemotions.Itbecameoverwhelmingfor

himthathecouldn'tholditin.Hecriedsilently.....

Afterafewminutes...

Hecomposedhimself,hewalkedtothemirrorsand

splashedwateroverhisface...

Sbani-(sniffs)(lookingathimself)don'tfuckthis

up.....bebetter...dobetter.....



ATMA'SIWELAHOUSE...

MaSiwela-Mthokohaveyoutalkedtoyoursister

today?

Mthoko-Nowhy?

MaSiwela-sheisn'tpickingherphoneup..

Mthoko-maybesheisbusy....

MaSiwela-wenaZenandehaveyouheardfromher

today?

Zee-actuallyno.Itriedtextingherbutherlastseen

wasyesterdayat21:57..

MaSiwela-maybeIshouldgotoherplace...

Mthoko-Nomama,Nellyisgrown,letherbe.Sheis

probablywiththatguy...

MaSiwela-(sighs)Ifeellikethereissomething

wrong.Ican'tshakethisbadfeeling...

Zee-itprobablynothing.Everythingwillbeokay...



MaSiwela-yeah...

20:30pm

ATUMHLANGANETCAREHOSPITAL

SbaniwaslayingnexttoNellywithhisarms

wrappedaroundherBelly.Hewasfastasleep.He

refusedtogohome.Hisheadwaslaidonherchest.

Shebrushedhisheadwhilehewasdeepintosleep.

Itfeltgreatwatchinghimsleepforachange.He

lookedpeaceful.Shesanghimalullaby,shelaughed

alittlewhenshethoughtabouthowbadofasinger

shewas.Shewasprobablygoingtomakeherbaby

cryevenmorethanputhimtosleepwithher

singing...

Afterafewminutesshefinallydosedoff.....



00:58pm

ATMA'SIWELAHOUSE...

Shewasfastasleepwhenshewokeufromabad

dream.Shewokeupsweating.Shelookedatthe

clockandtookherphonecheckingifNelly

respondedtoanyofhertextsbuttherewasnone.

Shesighedandputherphoneback.Shetriedgoing

backtosleep.Butsomethinginsideherkepttelling

hertowakeupandpray.Sheignoredit.Butthe

feelingwaspersistentthatshewokeup,switched

onhersidelampandwentonherkneesandstarted

praying....

After3minutesofpraying,shegotupandthanked

Godandwentbacktosleep....

ATUMHLANGANETCAREHOSPITAL



"Hewasstandingrighttherelookingatallthedead

bodiesinfrontofhim.Yeshefinallydidit.Hekilled

them.Hishandswasfilledwiththeirblood.He

lookedatthemirror,hewascoveredinblood.The

bloodofhisfamilyandhistwochildren.Hisheart

startedbeatingfast.Helookedaroundtryingto

makesenseofthesceneinfrontofhim.Untilhesaw

her.ShewaslookingDirectlyathim.

Nelly-(crying)youkilledmyson,youkilledourson.

Lookatwhatyouhavedone....

Hetriedrespondingbuthecouldn't,itlikehisupper

lipandbottomlipweregluedtogether...

Nelly-(fallingonhisknees)IHATEYOU...

Shetookaknifethatwasbesideherandstabbed

herselfonherstomach..."



Sbani-(mumbling)No...no....

Hekeptmumblingthosewordsashisbodytensed

up,hisholdaroundherBellytighten,makingit

uncomfortableforher,shetriedlooseningfromhim

butheheldontohereventighter,thatshefearedthe

pressurewashurtingthebaby...

Nelly-(shakinghim)Sbani...Sbani.

Hekeptmumblingonhissleep.Hisholdnever

loosen.ItstartedgettingpainfulforNelly.Shetried

movingbutshecouldn't.Witheverythinginher,she

pulledhisarm.Heopenedhiseyesandlookedather,

whenhefinallyregisteredwhatshewasdoing,he

lookeddownatwhereisarmwasandloosenit...

Sbani-(sniffs)I'msorry..didIhurtyou...



Shewatchedthetearsinhiseyes.Herheartbroke

forhim.Sheknowswhateverheisgoesthrough

whenheisasleepistakingstrainonhim.Shewiped

histears..

Nelly-(fakesmiles)I'mokaybaby...

Sbani-Iloveyou...

Shesmiledbackathim.Hecuddledherbackto

sleep.Butforhimitwasnot.Hecouldn'triskfalling

asleepagain.Helaidawakewatchinghersleepand

talkingtoherBelly...

Inthemorning...

9:39am

DrWatson-youreadyforyourfirstscan...



Nelly-(smiles)yeah...

Sbani-(holdingherhand)Ihavegoosebumps...

ThedoctorappliedgelonherBellyandstartedthe

procedure,afterafewminutesoftheDoctorlooking

atthescreen,hisfacestartedtochange....

Sbani-(worried)whyistherenosound?

Nelly-(heartbeating)istheresomethingwrong...

DrWatson-(pitifullook)Therearetwobabiesinside

you...

Nelly-(shocked)but...

Sbani-whydoyoulooklikethereismore?

DrWatson-theambilicalcordofthesecondbabyis

wrappedaroundtheneck.....

Nelly-(teary)ohmyGod!!

Sbani-(heartbeatingfast)whatcanwedo?

DrWatson-I'mafraidifwedon'tgettounwrapthe



cord,itwillsuffocatethebaby.Theotherbabyis

okayfornow.Butisindistress.Wehavetoactfast

ifwewanttosavebothyourbabies,theirheartbeat

isverylow...

[11/3,20:51]Marcia:Insert53

ATUMHLANGANETCARE

TearsrandownNellyscheeks,thiswasjustto

overwhelmingforher.Sbanitriedcalmingherdown,

buthewasn'tdoingagoodjobashetoowasgoing

throughawholelotofemotions.Emotionshehad

nocontrolover.DrWatsonlookedatthetwowithso

muchpity....

DrWatson-(fakesmiles)thismaynotbesuchabad

thing.Babiesintheirfirsttrimesterbreathethrough

theirnoseandnotsomuchtheirmouths.An

Obstetriciancanhelpunwrapthecord.Wewilljust

needyoutostaycalmandworkwithusokay?



(LookingatNelly)..

Sbani-(wipinghertears)Doyouhearthatbabe?You

candothis,wecandothis..(holdingherhand

tighter)..

DrWatson-I'mgoingtoneedhertomovetoRoom

T3B,thatwhereDrGreywillfullyexamineher.Iwill

askanursetopreparetheroomforher.Awheel

chairwillbehereshortlyforher.

Sbani-Icancarryherdoctor..

DrWatson-(smiles)Ibelieveyoucanbutpleasefor

today,letnotexhaustyou.Shewillneedyou.

Thedoctorlefttheroom....

Sbani-(kissingherforehead)wewillbeokaybabe,

youbelievethatright...

Nelly-(lookingathim)(tearsrandownherleftcheek)

pleasedon'tleave...

Sbani-(hugginghertightly)(kissingherhair)I'mnot



goinganywhere.Iloveyouokay...

Shecriedonhischest,ashecontinuedtohugher

tightlyandtellinghereverythingwillbeokay....

ATMA'SIWELAHOUSE...

Theywerehavingbreakfast,whenZenande'sphone

vibrated,shelookedatitanditwasShaka.She

silencedit...

MaSiwela-youcananswerityouknow.

Zee-(smiles)Iknowma,butwehavingbreakfast,

plusitnotthatimportant..

Mthoko-(laughs)areyouignoringyourboyfie...

shamepoorguy...

Laughtereruptsaroundthetable.Herphonevibrates



again.Shakaiscalling.ShelookedatMaSiwela,she

nodded,givingherthegoahead.Shegetsupfrom

thetableandwalksfurtheralittle...

Zee-hello..

Shaka-hey...(silent)...howareyou?

Zee-I'mokay...howareyou?

Shaka-goodIguess.....(silent)...

Zee-(sighs)Imissyou...

Shaka-(suprised)..(smilesalittle)areweokaynow?

Zee-(smiles)yeah..Iwanttoseeyoutoday,andI'm

sleepingover..

Shaka-(smiles)IcouldusesomeZeemagic....

Zee-(laughs)youdon'tsoundokay?

Shaka-I'mnot...butIwillbe..

Zee-(silent)...areyoudriving?

Shaka-yeahI'monmywaytothehospital..

Zee-hospital???



Shit!!!Herememberedheshouldn'thavesaidthat.

Nowhehastoexplain.Hecouldjustlietoher,but

partofhimdoesn'twantto...

Shaka-canItellyousomething?

Zee-(sceptical)Shaka...

Shaka-(rollseyes)itnotaboutme...Iknowyoudon't

wantthatdeepshit...

Zee-(feelingguilty)youknowwhythough,itbetter

thatway.Sharingfeelingswillcomplicate...

Shaka-Iknow...youdon'tneedtoexplaintome.I

justthoughtwefriendsbutIguessitonesided.We

willsticktothecompanionrelationship.

Zee-ShakaI..

Shaka-IwantedtotellyouthatNellyisinhospital..

Zee-WHAT?!!

Shaka-yeahIcan'tgettoitoverthephonejustcome

toUMhlangaNETCARE..



HehangsupleavingZeewithhermouthopen.She

walksbacktothetableandlooksatMa'Siwela

wonderingifsheshouldtellherornot.

Rememberinghowworriedshewasyesterday,she

decidesontellingher,besidesshedoesn'tlike

keepingthingsfromher...

Zee-Nellyisinhospital,Shakajustcalledme.

MaSiwela-ohGod!!!(Holdingherchest)

Mthoko-didhesaywhatwrongwithher?

Zee-(shakingherhead)No..Hejustsaidtocometo

UMhlangaNETCARE...

MaSiwela-(standingup)letgo..

Mthoko-wewillusemycar,Zeegetready.Mama

don'tstressitprobablynothingserious..

MaSiwela-mygutsistellingmetheopposite...

ATNTOMBIANDSBANI'SHOUSE



NtombiandherlawyertogetherwithSbani'slawyer

wereseatedatthelivingroomtable.Todaywasthe

daytheyneededtosignthedivorcepapersbut

Sbaniwasanoshow...

MrTaylor-whereisyourclient?Wehavebeen

waitingforanhournow

Ntombi-thisisjustgreat!!!(Annoyed)thisisbullshit..

Jackson-(sighs)I'msurethereisalogical

explanationforthis.MrZuluisverypunctualwith

time.Letmetryhiscellforthelasttime.

Ntombi-don'tbother,Ihavetriedcallinghimforthe

past4hours.Itwasringingbeforenowitsendsyou

straighttovoicemail.

MrTaylor-maybeweshouldreschedulethis

meeting...

Jackson-wecouldoryourclientcanjustsignthe

papers.Iwillgetmyclientssignatureandemailyou

thefinaldocuments.Yourclientshasnoobjections



right?

MrTaylor-uhmmjeahwehappywitheverythingright?

(LookingatNtombi)

Ntombi-(thinking)...Iwillnotsignthesepapers

withouthimpresent.Heneedstolookatmeinthe

eyeswhenhesignsthesepapers.Heowesmethat

much.

Jackson-(standing)inthatcase,myclientandIwill

contactyou.

MrTaylor-(standingup)MrsZuluIalsoneedtogo,I

havecourtinthenext45minutes.Iwillcontactyou

when,Jacksonmakescontactwithme.Staywell.

Thetwomenmaketheirwayoutthehouseleaving

Ntombiwithawholelotofquestionsrunning

throughhermind.Whydidn'theshowup??Couldit

bethathewashavingsecondthoughts.Something

inhergavehope...

ATUMHLANGANETCAREHOSPITAL



Tensionwashighatthewaitingroom.Nelly'sfamily

arrived30minutesagoandShakahasbriefedthem

aboutwhathappenedandallthatheknowsright

now.Sbaniwalkstothereceptionist,hewantsto

askifhecouldmakeaphonecall,butstopswhenhe

noticeshisbrotheralongwithNellysfamilysitting

onthewaitingchairs.Hegritshisteethanoyyedwith

Shaka.Howcouldhecallthemwhenhespecifically

toldhimnotto.Hetakesadeepbreathandwalksup

tothem.Shakanoticeshisbrotherandstandsup...

Mthoko-whereareyougoing?

Shaka-thatmybrotherwalkingtowardsus.

MaSiwelalookswhereShakaandMthokoare

looking.HewatchesasSbaniwalksuptothem.He

lookslikeshit,helookslikeamanwhohastheworld

onhisshoulders.Sothisisthemanthather

daughterissleepingwith.Thisisthemanthat

pregnantedherdaughter.Andthisistheverysame



manthatwasinaargumentwithhisbrotherandher

daughterslippedrightinfrontofthem...

Sbani-sanibona..

MaSiwela-(slappedhim)THATFORSLEEPING

WITHMYDAUGHTERWHILEYOUMARRIED.

(Slappedhim)THATISFORPREGNANTINGMY

DAUGHTER..

Itliketheroombecamesilentforsometime.

Everyonecouldnotbelievewhatjusthappened.Did

shereallyjustslappedhim.Sbani'sfacechanged

thatinstant,hewasangryandpissedoff,hecould

feeltheangerinsidehimwantingtocomeout.

MaSiwelasawthechangeinhisfacialexpression

somethingabouthimwasnowcoldanddark.His

eyeslookedempty.Shecouldnotbelievesomeone

canjustswitchfromlookingdepressedtoevilinjust

ssplitofasecond.Mthokoquicklywentand

removedhismotherfromstandingnexttoSbani...



Mthoko-MAMA!!!Thisisnotthetimetobehavelike

this.

MaSiwela-(teary)thisismydaughterMthoko.My

daughter!!!Eversinceshemethim,shehasbeen

makingrecklessdecisions.

Mthoko-Iknowbutslappinghimwon'tchange

anything.Shelovestheguy,(lookingatSbani)Ithink

heloveshertoo,canwealljustcomedownandbe

thereformysister..(LookingatSbani)manI

apologiseformymother'sbehavior..

Sbanithoughtaboutlashingoutbutheremembered

thatthisisNellysfamily.Hecannotgiveoffabad

impression.Heneededthesepeopletoapproveand

likehim.Hehastoswallowhisprideandfocuson

whatimportantrightnowandthatisNellyandhis

babies...

Sbani-(Touchinghischeeks)itokay...

Zee-howisshe?..



Sbanisitsdownandbrusheshisfaceashenarrates

tothemwhathappenedthismorningatthescan

room...

DrGreysoffice...

DrWatson-whatarewedealingwith?..

DrGrey-wemanagedtounwrapthecordfromthe

baby..

DrWatson-But??

DrGrey-(shakingherhead)

DrWatson-weweretoolate..

DrGrey-theambilicalcordwasnotthecause,the

twinwasalreadygone.Itwasnotgrowinglikethe

otherone.I'mafraidwhensheslippedandbleed,

thatwaswhenshelosthim.

DrWatson-wedealingwithaco-twindemise.



DrGrey-yeah..

Nomveloknocksandwalksinside,bythelookson

theirfacessheknewitwasn'tanythinggood..

Nomvelo-(sighs)what'stheverdict..

DrGrey-co-twindemise..

Nomvelo-(coverhermouth)ohmyGod!!.Doesshe

know?

DrGrey-No.IhadherreturnedtoherroomafterI

wasdonewithher.Theremainingbabyisindistress.

IwanttogetherbloodpressurerightfirstbeforeI

breakthenews.Shelostheronebaby,theleastwe

candoissavetheremainingone.

Nomvelo-(sad)uhmmherfamilyisatthewaiting

room.DrGrey.Pleasecomewithme.Soyoucan

explaintothem.

Theybothwalkout,withNomvelofeelingcrashed.



Shecannotimaginewhatshewillgothroughonce

sheknowssheisnowcarryingonebaby...

Atthewaitingroom...

NomveloandDrGreyapproachNellysfamily

togetherwiththeZulubrothersatthewaitingroom.

Everyonestandsassoonastheyseethem.

MaSiwelaandMthokoswallowastheireyeslandon

Nomvelo...

Nomvelo-Sanibona..

Sbani-whereisshe?Issheokay?Arethebabies

okay?

MaSiwela-pleasetellmemybabyisokay.

Mthoko-ismysisterokay?

Zee-whatiswrongwithher?Canweseeher?

Nomvelo-(overwhelmed)uhmmmDrGreyherewill

answerallyourquestions.Pleasegiveherachance...



EveryoneshutsupandlooksatDrGrey...

Nomvelo-youcangoaheadDr..

DrGrey-(lookingatSbani)Yourwife...

MaSiwela-Girlfrienddoctornotwife..

DrGrey-oh...uhmmmwemanagedtounwrapthe

ambilicalcordaroundtheonetwinsneck.But

unfortunatelythebabywasalreadygone...

MaSiwelascreamsnotbelieving whatshejust

heard.Tearsrandownalmosteveryonepresentat

thewaitingroom,Sbaniswallowsahardlump...

Sbani-(Holdinghistears)theotherbaby?

DrGrey-(pitful)theotherbabyisokay.Butrightnow

itindistress.Wehavetokeephercalmandnot

stressed.Hercaseiswhatwecallaco-twindemise...



Zee-whatwillhappentotheotherbabyinsideher..

DrGrey-becauseshewasinherfirsttrimester,not

muchwillhappen,thebabywillgraduallyresorb

itselfinsideherwomb.Butbecauseshewas

approachingher2ndtrimester,littleremainsofthe

deadtwinmaycomeoutwhenshegivesbirth.The

goodthingisshewasnotcarryingidenticaltwinsso

thebabiesdidnotshareaplacenta,thisisgood

becausetheremainingbabyhashighchanceof

growinghealthyonitown.Thetheresorbmaytake

upto2monthssoshemightexperiencesome

bleeding,shemayfeeluncomfortablesometimes,

painmaybe.Butusuallynoneofthesehappen.

Nomvelo-wehavedecidedthatwedonottellher

abouttheotherbabynow.Itagainsthospital

protocolbutashumanbeings,wethinksincethe

otherbabyisnotclearedofanyrisksrightnow,itfor

thebestwedon'ttellher,untilsheisverymuch

healthyandhasregainedhernormalbloodpressure.

DrGrey-isthereanyquestions?Ifthereisnone,

pleaseexcuseme.



DrGreyexcusesherself,leavingeveryonewithheavy

hearts...

MaSiwela-(crying)shewon'tbeabletohandlethis.

Sheisasthmatic,ohgod!!!

Mthoko-(teary)wehavetobestrongforher...

Shaka-(lookingatSbani)Bafo...

Heshakeshisheadtearsrunningdownhischeeks,

heangrilykicksthechairandstormsoutthe

hospital...

Unedited
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MaSiwela-(sniffs)canweseeherplease.

Nomvelo-(sad)uhmmmokay.Butplease,remember

wecan'ttellherabouttheotherbabyyet.

Zee-(crying)Idon'tunderstand,howcanababyjust

dieinsideher?Howunfairisthat?

Shaka-Ineedtoletmyfamilyknow.(Lookingat

Ma'Siwela)canIletthemknowma?

MaSiwela-(sniffs)yeah,itwastheirgrandchildtoo.

Zee-(sniffs)maybe...maybetheanotherbabyisstill

alive,I'veheardcaseswhereamotherwastoldshe

lostheronebaby,onlytofindoutwhenshegave

birthtotwobabies.

Mthoko-(comfortinghismother)yeahmaybethat

thecasewithmysister.Thereisstillhopemama.

Nomvelo-(shakingherhead)Iwishitwas.Butthose

casesareusuallywhenthedoctorsdon'tseethe

otherbaby.Andtheyhearoneheartbeat.Wecall

thatvanishingtwin.ButwithNellyscasethedoctors

didafullexaminationonherandfoundthatthe

otherbabywasnotgrowingliketheother,they



foundthatthebabyhadstoppeddeveloping.Thatin

thiscasewebelievewenotdealingwithavanishing

twinbutratheraco-twindemise.Wemustbe

thankfulthatherbabieswerenotidenticaltherefore

theyhaddifferentplacenta's,separatecordsthat

enabledthemtohavebloodflowseparately.That

whywestronglybelieveherotherbabywillsurvive.

Zee-whatwouldhavehappenedifshelosttheone

babyatalaterstage?

Nomvelo-thisisnotreallymyareaofexpertisebut

whatIdoknowhoweveris,hadthathappenedand

shewasinherlast2ndtrimesterdays.Shewould

havecarriedherdadbabyuntilherduedate,she

wouldhavegivenbirthtoabreathingbabyanda

deadbaby.

MaSiwela-(crying)whatkindofevilisthat,ohmy

poorbaby.

Mthoko-thisisbetter.Atleastshewouldgivebirthto

onebaby.Thetraumaofhavingtowatchherdead

baby,shewon'tgothroughthat.

Zee-(sniffs)howsureareyou...



Shaka-(cuttingheroff)ZeeIthinkthatenoughwith

thequestions.

Nomvelo-itokay,shejustswantstounderstand.

Somtimesthereisreallynologicalexplanationsfor

suchthings.ItGodthatknows.

Mthoko-Mama,youcangoandseeher.Ineedto

callNhlanhlaandlethimknow.Hewouldwanttobe

hereforher.

MaSiwela,ZenandeandNomveloleftthetwomen

astheymadetheirwaytoNellysroom.

Mthoko-doyouhaveanyideawhereyourbrother

couldhavewent.Helookedreallyoutofit.

Shaka-hewillbeokay,hejustneedstimetohimself.

Hewillbebackforher.

Mthoko-...(silent)...listenIknowitnoneofmy

businessbutyourbrothermightbegoingthrough

somethingorhassomeissues,Idon'twanttosay

disorder,I'mnodoctororspecialist.ButIknow



thereisnowaysomeonecanchangeemotionslike

that.

Shaka-(uncomfortable)uhmmjeah.Ineedtocall

myparentsexcuseme.

Mthoko-yeahsure.

Zandilewaspassingbythereceptionareawhenshe

henoticedShakatalkingonthephone.Shestopped

andchangedherdirection,shewalkeduptohim.....

Shaka-(onthephone)yebobaba....bye.(Looksat

Zah)ohmawami..

Zah-(smiles)ayisukamusakudlalangami,I'mnot

thatold.Idon'tknowwhyyoualwayscallmema.

Shaka-wellyoumarriedtomyolderbrother,plus

youthefirstmakotikwaZulu.

Zah-(smiles)unjani?(Howareyou?)Andwenzanila?

Shaka-I'm okay.UhmmmnotsureifIshouldsay..

Zah-(rollseyes)really?Obviouslyitsomethingbig,I



heardyoutalkingtobabaoverthephone.

Shaka-okay,okay....uhmmNellyishere.

Zah-oohwhatwrongwithher?Seemslikethisisher

secondhome.

Shaka-unfortunatelyIcannottellyouthereason.

Listenitnicetalkingtoyou,butIneedtocallBless.

(Kissinghercheek)staywell.

Shakaleavesherstanding.Shereachesforher

scrubpocketsandtakesherphoneanddialsSipho...

Ringing...

Sipho-Mama

Zah-IjustsawShakahereandhesaysNellyis

admittedhereatthehospital.

Sipho-...(silent)....ZazaItoldyoutostayawayfrom

thesepeopleandtheirdrama.EspeciallywhenSbani

isconcerned.



Zah-babeNtombicalledmetodaytellingmeSbani

didn'tshowupforthesigningofthedivorcepapers.

Youcouldhearthewayshewastalkingthatshehas

hopethatmaybehechangedhismind.Ithoughttoo

maybeheishavingsecondthoughtsbutnowthatI

hearthisgirlishere.I'msurethisiswhereyour

brotherwasthiswholetime.

Sipho-...(silent)......don'tgotellingNtombianything

now.Youknowhowsheis.

Zah-butbabe.

Sipho-(warningher)ZANDILE!!!!

Zah-(sighs)okayfine.Ihavetogo.

Shehangedup.ShescrolleduptoNtombi'sname,

shethoughtaboutwhatSiphosaidbutthiswas

Ntombi,eventhoughshemaynotagreewithher

wayssometimes,shewasstillherfriend.Shestill

consideredherasasisterandherfamily.Zandile

willalwaysbeloyaltofamily.Shepressescallon

Ntombi'snumber...



Ringing...

Ntombi-yebomfazi..

Zah-hey,haveyouheardanythingfromSbani.

Ntombi-no....thatagoodthingright?Maybehejust

needstimetothinkthingsthrough..

Zah-(sighs)thatnotwhatheisdoing..

Ntombi-(confused)uqondenimanjemfazi(whatdo

youmean?)

Zah-Nellyishere.

Ntombi-where?

Zah-hereatthehospital,thatwhySbanididn'tshow

up.Heisherewithher.IjustsawShaka,hewason

thephonewithbaba.Itsoundedserious.Hedidnt

evenwanttotellmewhat'swrongwithher.

Ntombi-...(quiet)....maybeIshouldcomethere...

Zah-Nono...TheywouldknowItoldyou.Afterthat



sceneyoucausedatZulu&SonsIdon'tthinkita

goodideayoucomehere.

Ntombi-...(thinking)...okayfine.Butcanyoufind

outwhatwrongwiththebitch...

Zah-I'mnotassignedtoher.Idon'thaveaccessto

herfile.

Ntombi-Zahyouworkthere.Youcanmakeaplan.I

needtoknow.

Zah-Icouldlosemyjob.

Ntombi-please!!!Dothisforme.

Zah-okay.I'llcallyouonceIgetthefile...

ATMOSESCAR....

HetriedMa'Siwela'snumberagainbutitstillsent

himtovoicemail.

Hefrustratedlyhangedup...



Moses-(annoyed)Mathoisgoingtoannoymenow.

MrsGasa-whycan'tyoujustaskyourpeopleto

followyourdaughteraround.Inthatwayyouknow

wheresheisatalltimes.ItobviousMathoisplaying

withyou.

Moses-Ican'tjusthavepeoplefollowher.Thatwill

bringattentiontoher.NooneknowsIhavetwokids

outsidemymarriage.UntilIbuildrelationshipwith

mykidsfornowIwon'thavethemfollowed.

MrsGasa-Idon'tunderstandwhyshedon'twantyou

toknowyourdaughter.

Moses-(shakinghishead)Mathowillbethedeath

ofme.WehavetopassbyNando'syouknowyour

daughterwillkillmewhenweshowupatherwork

placewithoutit.

MrsGasa-(laughs)sheneedstogetamanthatone.

Ourregularcheckupsnow,haveturnedtous

bringingherlunchatwork.

Moses-(laughs)don'ttellmeyoustillwishingshe



wouldgetbackwiththatGumedeboy.

MrsGasa-(shrugs)What!!!Heisthefatherofhis

kids.Derekisafineyoungman.Goodlookingtoo.

Moses-(smiles)wellyourdaughterdoesn'tseeit

thatway.Shewantsmorethanjustgoodlooks....

TheycontinuelaughingastheydrovetoNandosto

pickuptheirorderandheadtothehospital....

ATTHESHOOTINGRANGE...

BlesswatchedasSbanifocusedandhecontinuedto

hitaperfecttargetwithhis9milimetregun.

Bless-(clappingforhim)yougood.MaybeIshould

hireyouasmysniper.

Sbani-(loadinghisgun)howdidyoufindme.

Bless-doesn'tmatter.ButI'mhappyIdidn'tfindyou



atthebar.

Sbani-(aimingatthetarget)itwasmynextstop...

Bang!!!

Bang!!!

Bang!!!

Bless-listenman,noneofthisisyourfault..

Bang!!

Bang!!!

Bang!!!

Bang!!!

Sbani-(loadinghisgunagain)exceptitismyfault.I

hadanothernightmarelastnight.(aimsatthe

target)..



BANG!!

BANG!!!

BANG!!!

BANG!!!

BANG!!!

BANG!!!

BANG!!!

Sbani-(teary)Ikilledthem,thebloodwasinmy

hands.I'mnotgoodenoughforanything.Ipressed

tohardonherlastnight,Iwasafraidoflosingthem,

oflosingher.Ikilledmybaby.Shesaidshewasokay

lastnightbutIsawitinhereyesthatshewasn't

okay.Iheldontostrong.Ikilledmybaby.(Crying)I

killedhim....

Blesswatchedhimslidedowntofloorashe

repeatedthosewords."Ikilledhim"
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RoomQ15....

NellywakesuptofindinghermomandZenande

sittingnexttoher.Shetriestositupstraightbut

strugglesalittle.Theybothstandandhelphersit

straight...

MaSiwela-(teary)ohmybaby..(kissingherallover)

whydidn'tyoutellme,Ifeellikesuchabadmother

Nelisiwe.Whathappenedtoourrelationship?You

usedtotellmeeverything.Manjeallyoudoiskeep

thingstoyourself.I'malwaysthelastonetohear

thingsaboutmyowndaughter.(Kissinghernose)

lookathowpaleyoulook.Didyoueat?Iknow

hospitalfoodisnotidealbutweneedtogetyou

backtoyourskincolour.(Wipingthesweatoffher



face)yournoseisred,youreyeslooktired.Butyou

notbadlooking.I'mjust...

Nelly-(overwhelmedbyher)MOM!!!!...(stoppingher

fromtouchingherface)Mamastop.Canyoujust

breathe.

MaSiwela-(takingadeepbreath)I'msorryhoney,I'm

justgladthatyou'reokay.(Fixingherbedcovers)are

youcomfortable?Youcanliedownyouknow.

Shewatchedashermother,fussesoverlittlethings.

Theywaysheisrambling,shecan'tevenunderstand

someofthethingssheissaying.Nellyknowsthat

hermomisnervousorisworriedaboutsomething.

Sheknowsthatwheneverhermomstartstalking

nonstopandwhensheramblesandfusses,it

alwaysacaseofsheishidingsomethingorsheis

nervousorworriedaboutsomething....

Nelly-Mamacanyousitplease.(LookingatZee)

heysis(smiles)



Zeelooksather,howcanoneindividualwhoisso

kindheartedanddeservinghavesuchthingshappen

toher.Shetriesholdingbackhertearsbutshefails

dismally.Shetriestospeakbutnowordscomeout.

Nellyopensherarmsforher,shequicklywalksto

herandembraceshertightly....

Nelly-(smileshuggingher)(brushesherback)I'm

okay,I'mokay.

Zee-(sniffs)I'msorry,itjustIwassoworriedabout

you...

Nelly-(pullingawayfromthehug)I'mokay.(Smiles)

don'tyouknowyourbigsishasninelives.

Zee-(laughs)youhaveexhaustedtwoofthoselives.

Nelly-(laughs)Ipromiseyou,nomorehospitalbeds

fromnowon.

MaSiwela-(smiles)howareyoufeelingbaby?

Nelly-Idon'tknowmama.Partofmeishappy.But

deepdownIhavethisunsettlingfeeling.Ifeellike



I'velostapartofme.(Laughssarcastically)itsillyI

know.ImeanI'mgladmybabiesareokay.ButIstill

havethisfeelingofI'velostsomething.

ZeeandMaSiwelaquicklyglancedateachother.

Theyheartachedforher.Asmuchtheywantedto

tellherbutnowwasn'tthetime...

Zee-soyougoingtobeamommy.

Nelly-(touchesherbelly)Iknowright....Istillcan't

believeitmself.Notjustonebabybuttwobabies.

MaSiwela-(sad)I'mhappyforyoubaby.Iwanted

grandchildrensobadnowIwillbeagogoof3.

Zee-(smiles)youtrulyblessedmah.

Nelly-youwillbeagogoof4,I'mhavingtwins

remember.(Laughs)youalreadyagogoyouforget

easily.

MaSiwela-(swallows)oohhh...(almostteary)

uhmmmbabyIneedthebathroom.Excuseme.



ShewasabouttowalkoutthedoorwhenNelly

calledforher...

Nelly-Mamawhereareyougoing?Haveyou

forgottenIhavetoiletinmyroom.

MaSiwela-uhmmmIwanttobuysomesweetstoo,

ngathingingadlaintoenoshukela,ngizwaisiyezi(I

feellikeeatingsomethingsweet.Ifeeldizzy)

Withthatsheleavestheroom...

Nelly-(lookingatZee)isitmeormymomdoesn't

reallylookhappyaboutmypregnancy.

Zee-uhmmm,sheishappy.Sheisjustsadthather

littlegirlisgrowingupfast.Nowyou'reabouttobea

parentyourself.Iguessitjustabandonmentissues.

Nelly-(smiles)Ilovemymomalot,sheknowsthat.I

don'tknowwhysheisworriedaboutthis.Plusnow



shehasyouasherdaughter.(Laughs)Mara

Ma'SiwelaudramaticYhooo...

Zee-(laughs)tellmeaboutit,shegaveyourman

twohardslapsatthereceptionarea.

Nelly-(covershermouth)youjokingright?

Zee-whenhaveIeverjokedaboutmama,youknow

hermos.Ihaveneverseensomeonechange

emotionsthatfast.Helookedlivid.Hewasreadyto

murdermama.

Nelly-(shakingherhead)heiscrazy,aftertheinsults

Igotfromhiswife.Hedeservedthosefewslaps.

(Laughs)Maramamaistoostreet.You'dswearshe

grewupinthetownship's.

Zee-(laughs)Iloveher.Youknowsheisthatkindof

parentthatwillgotowarwithyoucarryingsticks

whileitagunfight.Butbecausewhatmattersisthat

sheistherewithyou.Cherishher,Iwishforaparent

likeher,onewhowillhavemybackatalltimes.

Nelly-(holdingherhand)youknowyoupartofour

familynow.Youhavetwoolderbrothersandasister.

Familyisn'tdefinedbyblood,familyarethosepeople



wholoveyouandcareforyouwithnoexpectations.

(Smiles)Ifoundasister,mybabieshaveanaunt

now,infactmybabieshaveasecondmother.

MaSiwelaisyourmotherZee,justlikeshewouldgo

onagunbattlewithsticksforme,shewouldtake

bulletsforyoutoo.

Zee-(teary)Iloveyouguyssomuch.Youhavegiven

mesomethingthatIneverthoughtIwouldhave,a

senseofbelonging.Youguysarehome.

Nelly-weloveyoutoobubbles(smiles)

Zee-(laughs)youtoo.IguessMthokotoldyouabout

myincident.

Nelly-(laughs)jeah.Butthenamesuitsyouright.

Septemberholidays,wegoingtofetchyourbrother.

Andnextyearweenrollinghimthisside.Iknowyou

don'twanttotellusaboutyoursituationbackhome.

Butweknowitnotpleasant.Youdon'tneedtotellus,

butyourbrotherdeservesasafeandhealthy

environment.

Zee-(crying)ohmygod!!!Thankyousomuch...



Shehuggedhercrying.Nowshefeltguiltyabout

keepingasecretfromher.Butshekeepstelling

herselfnottellingherabouttheothertwinisforher

owngood...

Nomvelo'soffice...

Herparentsknockedandcomeinwithouthertelling

themtoo...

Nomvelo-don'tyouguysknock.Ngobangithi

nifundilenje.

Moses-(laughs)hhe!!MkamilettakethisNando's

andgohome.

Nomvelo-(smiles)hhayingiyadlala

Theyalllaughastheysettledown...



MrsGasa-okay,outwithit,what'seatingyouup?

Theguyhasn'tresponded.

Nomvelo-(sighs)youknowmetowellmama.And

noitnottheguy.Afriendofminelostheronebaby

today.Andwecan'ttellherbecauseweneedher

stablesothesecondbabycanhaveachancetolive.

MrsGasa-ohbaby.Itnoteasylosingachild.

Moses-Ineverlikedyourjob,ittoodepressing

princess.

Nomvelo-(rollseyes)andIneverlikedyours,ittoo

dangerous.

Moses-Iprotectthecountry.

Nomvelo-(raisinganeyebrow)Isavelives.

Moses-didyousavethebaby?

MrsGasa-reallyMo!!!Thatalowblow..

Nomvelo-(foldingherarms)isSouthAfricathe

mostsafestcountry?NO,infactitoneofthe

countriesthathashighrateofcrime.FYIMr"I

PROTECTTHECOUNTRY"younotdoingagreatjob.



Moses-(laughs)youtrulyaremydaughter.

MrsGasa-sometimesIwonderwhereyouleaveyour

"senses"at.Youcanbesuchanignorantperson.

Moses-(shrugs)

Nomvelo-(shakesherhead)Iwantyouguystomeet

thefriendIwastellingyouabout.

MrsGasa-wow,youmustreallybefondofher.You

themostunsocialpersonIknow.Wheredidyou

evenmeether?

Nomvelo-(rollseyes)Iknowmom,youtellmeallthe

damntime.Imetherhereactually.Itreatedherfor

headinjuryshehadearlythisyear.Andturnsoutwe

sharethesameloveformugandbeancuppicinno.

Besideseveryonekeepssayingwelookalike.Which

iswierdbecausesheislikesoyellow.

MrsGasa-(smiles)Iwouldlovetoseeher.Just

becauseIwanttoseeifshereallylookslikeyou.

Moses-DoIhavetomeether.Imeanafterwhatyou

toldmeaboutherlosingababy.Idon'tfeellike

givingherapityparty.



Nomvelo-youdon'thavetotalkaboutthebabydad.

Iwilljustintroduceyouthatall.Youcangoafterthat.

Please!!!

Moses-fine!!!!

Shesmiles,theconversationbetweenherandher

mothercontinue,Moseswouldcommenthereand

therebutmostlyhekeptgluedtohisphone.

AtroomQ15...

MrandMrsZuluknockedandenteredtheroom

carryingbasketfulloffruitsandbouquetoffresh

lilies.ZeestandsupgivingspaceforMrsZulutosit.

Shetakesthebasketandflowers.MrZulutakesa

sitonthecouch...

Zee-(carryingtheflowers)Iwillgolookforavase

forthese.



Shewalksouttheroom...

MrsZulu-(smiles)Sanibona..

MaSiwela-(smiles)Ninjani?

MrZulu-weokay,underthecircumstances.(Looking

atNelly)unjaniNtokazi?

Nelly-I'mokaysir.(Lookingdown)

MrZulu-(smiles)youknowyoushouldstartcalling

mebabanow.

MaSiwela-sheiswaypassedthetheitjustbusiness

relationnow.Itstoppedtheday,yougotinsidetheir

son'spants.

Nellyslooksdownashamed.Itwashardnowbeing

comfortableinfrontofMrZuluespeciallythather

relationshipwithSbaniisoutintheopen.She

respectsthismansomuch,shefearsifheractions

havechangedthewayheviewsher.Tomake

mattersworse.Hermotherishere.MaSiwelahas

neverbeentheparentsthathidesherkidswrong



doings.Shehasalwaysbeenthemotherthatwould

exposeyouifneedstobe,shewouldtalkfreely

aboutyourdirtylaundryanddoesn'tcarehow

shamefulorembarrassingitis.Ifyouwereherkid

sheexpectedyoutoknowbetter...

MrsZulu-(LookingatMa'Siwela)letnotgetintothat

nowsisi.Shefeelsbadalready,letnotaddsaltto

thewound.

MaSiwela-ohbeforeIforget,Igaveyoursontwo

hardslapstoday.

MrandMrsZululookedateachotherthan

Ma'Siwela,notbelievingwhattheyhearing...

MrsZulu-wow!!!Whatdidhedoafterthat?

MaSiwela-Nothing....Helookedscaryforaminute.I

mustadmit,Igotscaredofhim....(thinking)..Heis

notabusingyoubabyisHe?

Nelly-NO!!!Hewouldnevermama.



MaSiwela-I'mjustasking.I'vehaveneverseena

personchangefacethatquick.

MrZulu-(shocked)wow!!!UmmmIcan'tbelievethis.

Theycarriedontalking,withthemaskingNellyabout

thebaby.Eachtimeshewouldmentionthetwins,

theyallfeltguilty.Whatwasmoredifficultwasthem

pretendingthattheyexcitedandhappyaboutthe

twins,whiletheirheartswereheavyandgrievingfor

theonebabythatdidn'tmakeit.

25minuteslater...

NomveloandherparentswalktoroomO15.

Nomveloknocksonthedoor,everyonelooksather,

shesmilesassheenterstheroom,hermomfollows

andshortlyherfatherenterstheroom.Instantly

MaSiwelagoescold,whenhereyesmeetsMoses

setofeyes.Theybothswallowahugelumpasthey

stareateachother,MrsGasaeyesrunfrom



MaSiwela,toNellyandtoherdaughter....
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RoomQ15...

MaSiwelaquicklybroketheeyecontact,hereyes

lookedbackatherdaughter.Moseseyesshifted

fromMaSiwelatoNellyandtheystayedthere.Mr

andMrsZululookedatNomvelothanNellythe

resemblancewasclearasday.Therewasno

mistakingthatthiswasjustacoincidence,oracase

ofpeoplelookingalike.MrZulusawhowMoses

hadhiseyesfixedonNelly,provinghissuspicions

correct....

Nomvelo-(simles)Sanibona...

Theyallgreetedherback,Ma'Siwelacouldnotlook

atMosesintheeye.Herheartkeptonbeatingfast.

Ifshedidnotcontrolherbreathing,shewillfind



herselffallingfromaheartattack...

Nelly-(smiles)(lookingatNomvelo)Ihaven'tseen

youtoday.

Nomvelo-(smiles)Iwasoperatingthewholeday.I

wantyoutomeetmyparents..

Nelly-(smiles)Ifeelimportantrightnow.

Nomvelo-(lookingatherparents)thisismymom

andthatmydad.I'msureyoufamiliarwithmydad's

face(rollseyes).

Nelly-(eyesout)ishe?Wait!!!Ithoughtitjustpeople

lookingalike.IshetheheadoftheSouthAfrican

intelligenceunitaswellastheleaddirectorofthe

Hawks.

Zee-(eyesout)IsawtheresemblancebutIthoughtI

waswrong.

Moses-(smiles)wellyoungladies,youdon'thaveto

wondernomore.Itdefinitelyme.

MrsZulu-(laughs)Ithoughtmyfamilywasthebig

shot.Butstandingnexttothecountriesmost



respectedmanisoverwhelming.

MrZulu-(laughs)ShouldIbeworried?(Lookingat

hiswife)

Moses-(laughs)(shakingMrZulu'shand)Moses

Gasa.

MrZulu-(shakinghishand)khulekaniIsaacZulu.It

anhonourtobeatyourpresence.

MrsZulu-(laughs)whoisstarstruckmanjebaba.

MrsGasa-HELLO!!!yazinamingikhona(I'm

here)(laughs)seewhyIalwaysinsistyoustayat

home.

Theytheroomisfilledwithlaughter,Ma'Siwela

hasn'tsaidanythingtoMosesandhiswife,she

hasn'tevenlaughedatthejokesthatwerepassed

around.MoseswalksclosertoNelly'shospitalbed...

Moses-(takingherhand)(lookingdirectlyather

hazeleyes)I'mgladIfinallyhadthechancetomeet

you.I'veheardsomuchaboutyou.(Holdinghera



littlelonger)yousureareabeautylikemydaughter

saidyou're.

Nelly-(smiles)thepleasureisminesir.Shenever

toldme,shehadabigshotforafather.

Moses-(heldhersofthandseventighter)callme

baba.SirisforpeoplelikeMrZulu,whositin360

officechairs.

Theyalllaughed,heletgoofherhand,itwasso

hardforhim,shewasrighthere,laughingand

smilingathim,buthecouldn'ttellher.Hiswife

watchedhim,shesawtheinnerbattlehewashaving

withhimself,hedreamedofthedayhemeethis

daughter.Shemovedclosertohimandheldhis

hand,tighteningit...

MrsGasa-(smiling)youknowyouhaveanew

familynow.Mydaughterissofondofyou.Looking

atyou,Iknowshemadetherightchoicebefriending

you.Startingtoday,you'reourdaughter.



Nelly-(smiles)thankyou,MrsGasa.

MrsGasa-Nonsense,callmemom.

ZenandenoticedthatMaSiwelahasn'tsaidanything.

ShesawthewayshelookedatMosesandMrsGasa

whentheyweretalkingtoNelly.Shedidn'tlookto

happyaboutthem,insistingonNellycallingthem

momanddad.Somethingdidn'tadduphere,they

wayMoseseyessparkedwhenhespoketoNelly

andtheyway,helooksather.Itthelookaparents

givestheirchild.Itthelookthatfilledwithsomuch

loveandadoration.Shemaynothaveexperienced

thatwhenshegrewup.Butitthesamelookthat

Stevengaveherlittlebrother.Coulditbe?She

thought?HereyesshiftedtoNomvelo.Hereyes

widen,andshechokedonhersaliva,makingher

cough.MrsGasaturnedtoZenande,andnoticedthe

resemblanceshehad,shelookedsomuchlike

MaSiwelaaswellasNelly.Shedidn'tknowthat

MathohadanotherdaughterafterNelly.She

wonderedifMosesknew.Coulditbethatshewas

histoo?...



MrsZulu-(lookingatZee)havesomewaterbaby.

MaSiwela-uhmmm,canIbeexcused..

Nelly-(lookingathermom)Mama..

MaSiwela-(snapped)JESUS!!NELISIWEIJUST

NEEDTOBREATHE..

Shewalkedout.Nellywassuprised,noscratchthat,

shewasshockedathermom'soutburst.Nowthat

shethinksaboutit,shehasbeenquieteversincethe

Gasa'scameinsidetheroom.Hermomisneverone

tobequiet.Whatcouldbetheproblem?Sheknows

somethingisupwithher.Itfirststartedwithher

talkingnonstop,nowittheoutoftheblueoutbursts.

Sheisdefinitelyhidingsomething..

MrsZulu-letherbebabe.Sheisjusthavingahard

time.Itnotanicefeelinghavingyourdaughterata

hospitalbed.Letmegocheckonher.

MrZulu-Iwillgowithyoumkami,Ineedsomewater.



PlusIneedtogetanupdatefromShaka...

Theybothwalkedout...

Atthereception...

Theelevatoropened,outcameSbaniandBless.

Theywalkedtowardsthereceptiondesktosignin,

whentheysawShakaandMthokosittingonthe

waitingchairs,theywalkedbythedeskwithout

signinginandwenttothem.Shakastoodupas

soonas,hesawthem...

Shaka-(relieved)wheredidyoufindhim?

Sbani-(annoyed)I'mnotababythatshouldbe

monitored.

Shaka-Ididn'tmeanitlike...

Sbani-whatever,howisshe?



Mthoko-Ihaven'tgonetoseeher.MomandZeeare

withher.Idon'thavethecouragetofaceherand

pretendeverythingisokay.

Bless-Ithinksheshouldbetold.Lyingtoherwill

onlyhurthermore.

Sbani-ifitsavesmyotherson.Thanwewilllie,until

shegivesbirthifwehavetoo...

Mthoko-Yourparentsareheretoo.

Sbani-(lookingatShaka)youcalledmomanddad?

Shaka-Ihadtoo,lookwelostababyhere,weblack,

ourparentsneededtoknow,youknowNellyneeds

tobecleansed.Allthatbabaneedstodiscussitwith

theSiwelafamily.

Sbani-Iwanttogoseeher.

Bless-I'mcomingtoo.

Mthoko-IthinkIwillgotoo,IhopeIcanhold

myself...

Sbani-(lookingatMthoko)youbetter.Nothingis

goingtoupsether.



Mthoko-jeezMan!!!Itmysister,Iwantthebestfor

hertoo.

Shakawantedtogotoo,butsomehowshefeltguilty

aboutwhathappened.Hadtheynotfought,she

wouldn'thaveslippedonthewetfloor.Tomake

mattersworse,hewasdrinkingfromthatbottle

water,hewastheonethataccidentallypushedit

fromthecounteranditspilledonthefloor....

Shaka-Iwillwaithere...

ThethreegentlemanwalkedtowardsroomQ15...

ThreedoorsawayroomQ15...

MrsZulu-heisherfatherisn'tHe?

MaSiwela-(teary)(nodding)



MrZulu-Isawtheway,helookedather.Andthe

resemblancebetweenthetwogirlsitoverwhelming.

MaSiwela-theywerenotsupposetomeetthisway.

(Sniffs)Iwasgoingtocallherthisweekendandtell

herabouthim.NowhowdoItellher?Shehastoo

muchonherplaterightnow.

MrsZulu-(comfortingher)itgoingtobeokaysisi.

Sheisaverylovelygirl,shewon'thateyou.You

raisedherwell.

MrZulu-Didheknowallthistime?

MaSiwela-healwaysknew.(sniffs)hestayedaway

becausehislineofworkwasverydangerousatthe

time.Ifoundouthewasdatingtwowomenandme

atthesametime,soIbrokeitoffwithhim.Iwasstill

angryathim.Itoldhimtostayaway.Butafter3

yearsIsawhim,wedatedagain,thatwhenIgot

pregnantwithNelly,myparentsdidn'tapproveof

him,asIwasalreadyengagedtotheboysfather.

MrsZulu-itokaysisi,youdon'thavetoexplaintous.

Weallhaveourmistakesfromwhenwewereyoung.

Thosemistakesdon'tdefineus.



MrZulu-mywifeisright.Sometimeswedothings

withoutthinking,you'renotabadperson.

MaSiwela-(sniffs)howdoItellher?HowdoItellher

thatMosesGasa,themanthatfascinatedher,

everythingshereadabouthissuccessonthenews

papers,orwhenshesawhimonthenewsaftera

successfulraid,thatheisherfather..

Sbani-WHAT??!!!

Theyallturnedandlookedbehindthem,therestood

Sbani,BlessandMthoko....

Sbani-(lookingatMaSiwela)whatdoyoumeanthat,

MosesGasaisNellysfather?

MrsZulu-Sbaniwenotdiscussingthiswithyou.We

knowyousleepingwithherdaughter,butyoucan't

knoweverything..

Sbani-Sheismygirlfriend,andrightnoweverything

thathastodowithherconcernsme.

MrZulu-angekesizwengaweSbani,siyakutshela,



sibadalakunawe,silalele(youwon'tcontrolus,

listentouswhenwespeak,weareyourelders)

BlesscouldseethatSbani'sfacewaschanging,he

hastointervin,thoughhesuspecteditbuthearingit

now,hefindshimselfwithmixedemotions....

Bless-Mosesismyfatherbaba.

MrsZulu-WHAT??!!

MaSiwela-(lookingatBless)you..you...youhisson.

MrZuluwasshocked,todayhasproventobeaday

ofrevelations...

MrZulu-isthistrueBless.

Bless-yebobaba.Ijustrecentlyfoundout.Itthe

reasonwhyIactuallycametoS.A.Iwassearching

formyfatherandmysister.



MrsZulu-(clapsonce)hhayi!!!Thisisunbelievable...

Mthoko-soyou'remysister'sbrother..

Sbani-(brusheshisface)(lookingatBless)wecan't

tellhernow..

Bless-Iunderstand..

MrsZulu-youknowyourfatherisinsiderightnow?

Bless-insidewhere?

MaSiwela-Nellysroom,heisherewithhiswifeand

theirdoctorthatworkshere..

Blessswallowedwhenhethoughtaboutseeing

Nomvelo.Hehasbeenavoidinghereversincehe

foundoutaboutthembeingsiblings.Theyall

decidedtowalkbackinsidetheroom...

RoomQ15...

Whentheyallwalkedinside,theroomsuddenly



becamesmall.Onecouldswearitwasafamily

reunion.Bless'seyesmetNomvelo's,shelookedat

him,hereyesautomaticallyformingtears.Moses

watchedhissonstandingthere,hewasconfusedas

towhatwashedoinghere?.Suddenlythe

atmosphereinsidetheroomchanged.Youcouldfeel

thetension....

Moses-Gentleman,Idon'tbelievewehavemet?

(Stickingouthishand)...

Sbanilookedathimupanddown,thenpassedhim

ashemadehiswaytohiswoman.Moseswas

offendedbyhisbehavior.Blesscouldnotbelievethe

maninfrontofhim.Washereallygoingtoactlikehe

didn'tknowhim.Tomakemattersworse,Nomvelo

islookingathimwithhurtfuleyesanditbreaking

everythinginsidehim.WelltherulewasNelly

shouldn'tknowaboutMosesbeingherfather,but

nothingwassaidaboutnotrevealingMosesashis

father...



Bless-(annoyed)IbelievewehavemetDAD!!!

Nelly-(confused)dad?

Nomvelo-(eyesout)DAD?

Mosesswallowed,whatthefuckwashedoing,this

wasnotthetimeandplace...

Nomvelo-(lookingatherfather)dadwhatgoingon?

(LookingatBless)didyoujustsaydad?

MrsGasa-Idon'tthinkweshould...

Bless-Nothisisthetimeactually,whyshouldwe

pretend,letitallcomeoutwhileweallhere.

(LookingatNomvelo)I'msorry...I'm yourbrother..

Nomvelo-(shakingherhead)no,no...baba,mama

heislyingright?Heislying...

MrsGasa-(lookingdown)heisyourbrotherbaby...

Nomvelo-(screaming)NOOOO....HEISNOT.....HE



CAN'TBE...(shakingherhead)YOUMYBOYFRIEND

ORYOUWEREGOINGTOBE...YOUNOTMY

BROTHER...

MrsZulu-hhhaayybooo!!!...jesusuthinilomntana...

MrZulu-(givingheradeathstare)...

Nelly-(lookingaround)what..I..whatgoing..

Sbani-(holdingherhands)babeno,younotgetting

involved..

Nelly-but..

Sbani-(warningher)Nelly!!!!

Nelly-(frowned)okay...

Sbani-(babykissingher)...Ithinkitbestallofyou

leavetheroomanddiscussthisoutside.Mywoman

doesn'tneedthisenergyrightnow.

Moses-(annoyed)Whoareyoutoorderusout?

Sbani-thatnotyourbusiness,myconcernrightnow

isthiswomanhere...

Moses-(angry)listen...



MrsGasa-(TouchingMosesshoulder)baba,heis

rightletgooutside...

Nomvelo-(crying)Ican'tdealwiththisrightnow...

Sheranouttheroom,Blessfollowedhershouting

hername...

TherestofthemwentouttheroomwithMoses

fuming.Hecouldn'tbelievethewaySbanitalkedto

him.Heshowednorespectatall.Hewassousedto

peoplerespectinghim....

Moses-Idon'tlikethatboy...

MaSiwela-tough!!!Thatboyisyourdaughter's

boyfriendandthefatherofyourunborngrandson...

Shesaidthatandclickedhertongueandwalked

passMoses,bumpinghisshoulder...
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3dayslater....

ATUMHLANGANETCAREHOSPITAL...

Nomvelo'soffice....

Someoneknockedonthedoor,sheshouted"come

in"tothepersonoutsidethedoor.Thedooropened,

BlesswalksinsideherofficecarryingNando'spaper

bag.Thesmellofhot,freshgrilledchickenandthe

famousNando'speriperisaucefilledtheroom.Her

eyeswerefixedonherlaptopscreen,shecould

smellthechicken,herstomachstartedmaking

funnynoises,Blesssmiled,"God!!!Hehasnevermet

someoneobsessedwithNando'schickenlikeher".

Shefinallylookedupandhereyesmethis,she

frowned,shewasn'treadytofacehimjustyet...

Nomvelo-ufunanila?(Whatareyoudoinghere?)



Bless-don'tbelikethat....

Nomvelo-(sighs)I'msorry....Ijustdidn'texpectto

seeyou.

Bless-canItakeaseat?

Shepointedwherethecouchwas,hetookhisseat.

Shegotupfromherofficechairandwenttositnext

tohim.Sheputadistancebetweenthemonthe

couch....

Bless-(placestheNando'spaperbagonthesmall

coffeetable)Iwantustotalk.Wecan'tkeep

avoidingthissituation,weneedtoaddressit.

Nomvelo-canyoujustgivemetime?

Bless-(shakinghishead)No.I'vegivenyoumore

thanenoughtime.....listenneitherofusplannedthis.

Yeswebothwantedaromanticrelationship,we

wantedtofuckeachother'sbrainsout.Arewenow

goingtowasteevenmoretimedwellingonthe

thingsthatwewantedtohappenorthingsthatcould



havehappenedbutdidn't.Weshouldbefocusingon

theotherrelationshipthatweshouldbebuilding.

TheonewhereI'myourbrotherandyou'remysister.

(Movingclosertoher,heldherhands)look,Iknowit

noteasy,oneminuteI'mtheguyyouwanttodate,

nextminuteI'myourbrother.Butwearegreat

humanbeings,wearecapableofhavinggreat,

interestingconversations,we'recapableofbeing

crazyandsillytogether.Iwanttobeyourbrother,

scratchthatIwanttobeyourannoying,awesome

andcool/funbrother.Now(Lookingather)willyou

bemybeautiful,sexy,crazyandrebellioussister?

Nomvelo-(teary)Iwantallthat,Iwantitsomuch,

butdowegoaboutthisaftereverythingthathas

happened?HowdoIgetoverthesexualfantasiesI

hadaboutyou,Ikissedmyownbrotherandenjoyed

it...ohGod!!!(Touchesherface)howdidwenot

know?Whydidn'titfeelsowrong?Whycouldn'twe

senseit?(Sniffs)wheredoweevenstartBless?

Bless-(sighs)Idon'tknow...But(takingtheNando's

paperbag)wecanstartbyenjoyingahotmealof

ourfavouritegrilledchicken.



Nomvelo-(smiles)(sniffs)youknowIwon'tsaynoto

chicken.(Grabbingthepaperbag)andI'mnot

sharingwithyou.

Bless-(laughs)Iknowyougreedy,thatwhyIbought

myownchickenquarterlegontheside.

Shegotupandwenttosanitizeherhandsand

handedhimthesanitizer,whileshesetthefoodon

thetableforthem....

Bless-(winglinghiseyebrows)sowhenyou

imaginedmefuckingyou,didyouenjoyit?Okayno

scratchthatIknowyoudid.Uhmmohyeah..what

colourlingeriewhereyouwearing?Ihopeyouwere

notwearingpink.

Nomvelo-(hitshimwithasmallcucumber)youso

stupid.Keepaskingmerubbishandyouwon'tget

thischicken....(thinking)andwhatwrongwithpink

lingerie?

Bless-ittookiddyforme.IfIfucksomeonewearing



apinklingerie,imightaswellfucksomeonewho

stillgetsexcitedaboutgoingtotheBarneyshow...

Theybothlaugh,andcontinuetalking.Everytime

theytalkedabouttheirsituation,hewouldsomehow

managetomakeajokeoutofit.Makingitless

awkwardforher....

ATMA'SIWELAHOUSE....

Zee-MamauphumaniniuNellyesibhedlela?(Whenis

Nellycomingoutthehospital?)

MaSiwela-todaybaby.Willyougowithmetofetch

her?

Zee-ofcoursemama,youdonthavetoask.

MaSiwela-Ithinksheshouldlivewithus,welluntil

sheisfittostayonherown.Shewillhaveahard

timeadjustingtothechangesthatcomewith

pregnancy.Iknowmydaughter,ifshehasnocontrol

ofthings,shegetsirritatedeasily.Ineedtoguideher



throughherpregnancy.Youcan'ttellheranything

whenitcomestobusiness,butanythingthatis

feminine,motherlyornurturing,sheisabsolutely

clueless.Youknowatsomepointshehatedkids.

Zee-(laughs)shehasalowtolerance,Ithinkshewill

needJesusthroughthisjourney.HehehehmamaI

don'tthinkbhutiSbaniwillagreetoNellystaying

withus.

MaSiwela-(laughs)yaboloyo,ungivuselaiBP(you

seethatone,hewakesmyBPup).

Zee-hehehemamabutIstillcan'tbelievehe

disrespectedMrGasalikethat.Ithoughtmaybehe

didn'tseeitwashim.

MaSiwela-(laughs)(clapsonce)youseewhenhe

didthat.Hegainedonepointfromme.Nxi!!!Moses

thinksheistheshit.Heissousedtopeople

respectingandworshippinghisass,henowhasa

bigheadthatfullofarrogance.Itwasniceseeing

someonewhodidn'tgiveshitabouthisstatus.His

egoneededtobruisealittle..

Zee-younothisfanneh?



MaSiwela-believeitornotIdon'thatehim.Ithis

egothatpissesmeoff.Hefeelsheissuperiorthan

mostpeople,Ihatethatsideofhim.Butheisn'ta

badperson.Actuallyheisaveryfunnymanwhen

yougettoknowhim.Heisverylovingtoo...

Shestoppedtalkingwhensherealizesjusthow

muchshehassaidaboutthisman.Shestopsand

looksatZenande...

Zee-...mamado,doyouknowhim?Likepersonally,

Imeanyoutalkasifyouknow...

MaSiwela-(sighs)he,he..HeisNellys

father....(looksatZee)whyareyounotshocked?

Zee-Ikinderfiguredthatoutbackatthehospital.I

sawthewayhestaredather.Helookedatherthe

samewhyStevenlookedatmylittlebrother.Beside

youblindifyoucan'tseetheresemblancebetween

hisdaughterandNelly.

MaSiwela-(lookingather)howdidSteventreatyou?



Zee-hetreatedmelikehisownchild.Whateverhe

didformybrother,hedidformetoo.Ofcoursehe

couldn'tsendmeandmybrothertothebestschools

buthedidgiveusmorethanmymothercouldhave

givenus.I'mgreatfultohim,hewasmoreofa

parenttomethanmyownmother.Helovedand

treatedmelikehisown,whenhecouldhavechose

nottoo.Heeventookoutaneducationalplanforus.

ButthemistakehemadewaslistingLindiweasthe

beneficary.

MaSiwela-whoisLindiwe?

Zee-(sighs)mymother.Youknowshetookusout

ofschoolwhenStevendied,claimingshedoesn't

havemoneytopayschoolfeesforus.Iregistered

meandmybrothertoalocalschool,wedidn'tneed

topayfees.Shedidn'tevenwanttogiveusmoney

foruniform.Ourneighborboughtforus.Shetookall

themoneyStevenhadleftforoureducationand

spentitonbooze.Shewouldhavemoneyforbooze

butwon'thavemoneyforustobuyfoodandeat.

Whenshewasn'ttoxicatedshewouldbuyfoodfor

mybrotherbutIwouldn'tbeallowedtoeatit.She



wouldtellmetousemyvaginaandgetmoneyto

buyfoodifIwantedtoeat.Sometimesshewould

tellmetogodigmyfather'sgraveandaskhimfor

moneysoIcanbuymyselffood.(Teary)worsething

ismama,Ididn'tevenknowwhomyfatherwas.All

sheeverdidwasmentionhimwhenshewas

swearingatme.Shedidn'tevenmentionhisname

whenshesworeatme.Myownmotherhatedme,all

becauseofwhatthemanwhoissupposedlymy

fatherdidwhateverhedidtoher.

MaSiwela-(sadden)ohmygodbaby...

Zee-(sniffs)IprayedforthedayLindiweDlamini

lovesmeasherchild.Iprayedforthatmotherlylove

butitnevercame.Istoppedpraying.Ivowedto

neverallowamantobringmedownlikehowmen

broughtLindiwedown.Iwantedtoleaveandnever

comebackbutmybrotheristhere,thattheonly

reasonIstillsendhermoneyandgobacktothat

placeIcallahome.

MaSiwela-(swallowed)babywhereisyourmom

from?



Zee-I'mnotsure,(sniffs)butshealwaystalked

aboutbeingfromSwaziland.

SheswallowedandhuggedZenandecryinghereyes

out.Shetightenthehug.Squeezingherfordearlife,

asshecontinuedtocry..

MaSiwela-I'msosorrybaby,I'msosorrybaby..I'm

herenow,youdon'thavetoworryaboutanything.

I'mhere...

ATUMHLANGANETCAREHOSPITAL....

Attheparkinglot....

DonwasonthephonewithMthoko.....

Don-youknowyourniecewasbornyesterday,



actuallysheisyourdaughter...

Mthoko-Iknowdad.Nhlanhlatextedmeyesterday.

Don-andwhenarecomingtoseeher?

Mthoko-....I'mstillbusydad.IwillcomewhenIhave

time.

Don-sonwhateverhappenedwithyouandthe

parentshasnothingtodowiththeinnocentsoul.

YoulovethatbabyMthokodoyouunderstand?

Mthoko-ofcoursedad.Iwouldneverhatemyown

daughter.Idon'tevenhateNhlanhlaandLungiey.I

justneedtime

Don-don'ttaketoolongyourbrotherwillneedyour

support.

Mthoko-okaydad.Ineedtogetbacktowork.

Don-okay.Byeson...

Theybothhangedup.Dongotoutthecar.Ntombi's

iX35HyundaiparkednexttoDon'sblackjaguar.Don

lockedhiscarwhileNtombiopenedherdoor,her



longsexylegswherethefirstthingDonnoticed

whenhewasabouttopasshercar.Hestoppedas

Ntombigotoutandpulledhergreenminidress

down.Shehadher30inchweaveon,hermakeup

wasonfleek.ShelookedsexyasAF.Shetookher

purseandlockedhercarandcatwalkedonthe

pavementlikeitwasherownrunway.Donlookedat

herassheswayedherhips,"flatass"butthatwas

theonlyplaceshewaslacking.Hequicklywalkedto

reachher,theyenteredthehospitaltogether,asthey

walkedtowardstheelevatortogetheraswell.

Ntombinoticedthegentlemanbesideher.Actuallyit

wasthewayhesmelledthatcaughtherattention.

Thesmellwasexpensive,shelookedathim,hewas

wearinganavyArmanisuit."Okaythisman

screamedmoney"theelevatordoorsopened...

Don-youfirstMadam,(smiled)

Ntombismiledandwentinsidetheelevatorashe

followedbehindher,toocloseforcomfort,thesmall



contactshehadwithhimsentchillsdownherspine.

Theelevatordoorclosed...

Don-(smiledlookingather)whereyougoingmadam?

Ntombi-uhmmm,uhmmm5thfloor.

Don-(smiled)(pressedno5)wegoingtothesame

place.

"OhGodhissmile"shewasn'tunderstandingwhat

exactlywasgoingon.Suddenlyshefeltsohotand

bothered.Shekeptstealingglancesathim.Hewas

tall,broadshoulders,hewasn'tbuff,helookedgreat

though.Youcouldseehegyms,theywayhissuite

fittedhim,hehadanicecleantrim,hisbeardmade

himlookevenmoresexy.Theyelevatordoors

openedshewentoutandhefollowedheragain,this

timeheplacedhishandinonherlowerback,she

almostlostbalanceonherfootingwhenshefelthis

hand.Heplacedhishandinsidehispocketandtook

outhisbusinesscard.Theystoppedbythereception

andhelookedraher...



Don-youdroppedsomethingwhenyoucameout

yourcar...

Ntombi-uhmmwhat?Whatisthat?

Don-(tookherlefthandandplacedhisbusiness

card)(coveredherhandswithhis)youlookbeautiful

bytheway,Ilovethedress.

Hewinkedatherandleftherstandingthereasshe

watchedhimdisappearfromsight.Shefinally

catchedherbreathandlookedatherlefthand,and

therewasit,hisbusinesscard...

"DONALDDABULAKHOZA

MECHINICALENGINEERING&ROBOTICS...

NO.083......"

Shesmiledshakingherhead...



Ntombi-smooth....

Shelookedaroundandlaughedwhensherealized

shewassooutofit,sheevenrequestedthewrong

floor...

Rememberto"LIKE"always....
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ATUMHLANGANETCAREHOSPITAL...

RoomQ15....

Nelly-(sittingonthecouch)..youknowmymomis

probablyonherwayhererightnow.

Sbani-(closingtheziptoherbag)Iknowbabe.

(Lookingather)Ijustwanttospendtimewithyou.I

haven'tseenyouinsuchalongtime.



Nelly-(rollshereyes)itwasjustoneday.

Laughsmovingclosertoher,hetakesaseatonthe

couch,makeshersitonhislap.Wrappinghisarms

aroundher...

Sbani-withyouonedayisalifetimeforme.

Nelly-(wrappedherarmsaroundhis

neck)(smiles)(babykisseshim)ohyeah!!!!

Sbani-(Movingclosertoherlips)yeah...

Hedevouredhersoftlips.Hekissedherlikeitwas

hisfirsttime.Heappreciatedeverybreathandevery

momenthislipslockedwithhers.Thesweet

strawberrylipglossshealwayshasonher,hecould

tasteit.Italwaysbroughtasenseofcomforttohim.

Itlikeitalwaysassuredhimthatitwasherhewas

kissing.BlessandNomveloenteredtheroomand

foundthemdeepineachother'sthroats...



Bless-ayi!!!Reallyguys...thisisahospital

Nellymovedfromhimlaughing,hestoleakissfrom

heronelasttimeandlookedatthetwopeople

infrontofthem...

Nomvelo-youcouldn'twaittillyoubothgothome.

Nelly-(smiled)seriouslyyouguysneedtostop.

Sbani-(lookedatherandsmiled)weadventurous

likethatwithmywoman.Rememberthattimeatthe

lift...

Bless-wooooooooooaaaoo!!!!(Closinghiseyes)...

dudeNo,thisismysi.....(Heremembered)No,just

no...

Nomvelo-Ialwaysknewyoutoo,wereabad

combinationtogether.

Nelly-Nothingismorefunthanariskyfuck.

Sbani-(kissinghercheek)theadrenalinbabe....

Bless-(screaming)BLAH,BLAH,LALALALALALAL...



TheyalllaughedandlookedatBlessasheclosed

hisears,screaming....

Nelly-(laughs)okaybabe,Ithinkweshouldstop

now.

Sbani-(laughs)goodidea.(Lookinghowred,her

faceisfromtheblushing)babe,youandredpepper,

samewhatsappgroup.

Nelly-(playfullyhittinghim)yougotjokes,younot

sleepingatmyplacetonight.

Sbani-(laughs)youmypepper(Kisseshercheek)

BlesswalkstothemandtakesNellyshand,making

herstand.Hewalkswithhertothefurthestcornerof

theroom.HelooksatSbani,henods...

Bless-(sighs)howareyoufeeling?

Nelly-(looksatSbani,henodsather)uhmmmI'm



okayIguess.

Bless-areyousure?

Nelly-yeah....(smiles)

Bless-soyouhavingababy,(smiles)I'mgoingtobe

anuncle..

Nelly-(touchesherbelly)twobabies.(Rollseyes)I

don'tknowwhyeveryonekeepsforgetting.

Helooksather,withhisheartbreaking.Therewas

hissister,rightinhisface,shehasbeenwithhim

thiswholetime.Nowonderwhyhecaredsomuch

abouther.Hewishedhecouldjusttellherrightnow

thathewasherbrother,tellheraboutherotherbaby

justsohecouldhavehercryonhisshoulder.He

wantedtobethebrotherheneverwasandbethere

forher...

Bless-(takesherhand)I'mgladyouokay...



HewasabouttowalkawaywhenNellystoppedhim

andhuggedhim.Suprisedhefoundhisheartbeating

fastandhuggedhereventighter...

Nelly-Idon'tknowwhat'supwithyou.ButI

appreciatetheawkwardnessinthis.

Theybreakoffthehug,shesmilesathimandthey

returntotheothers...

Nomvelo-bondingsessionsoversoquickly?(Smiles)

Nelly-jealousmucharewe?

Nomvelo-(laughs)naaaahhhh!!!Heistheannoying

brothernow.

Laughterfillstheroom.MaSiwelaandZenandewalk

insidetheroom,whiletheyarestilllaughing...



MaSiwela-umsindowenungiwuzwa(yournoiseis

heard)allthewayfromthereception...

Nelly-(smiles)(hugginghermom)ihhabamama...

Theygreeteveryoneintheroom...

MaSiwela-areyoureadytogohomebaby?

Nelly-(looksatSbani)uhmmm,yeah...

MaSiwela-(lookingather)heisheretotakeyouisn't

he?(Sighs)Ithoughtyoucouldstaywithusfornow...

Sbani-WHAT???(lookingatMa'Siwela)

MaSiwela-(rollseyes)notpermanent,justuntilyou

fitenoughtotakecareofyourself.

Nelly-uhmmm,(lookingathemom)canItalkto

Sbaniforafewminutes.....

MaSiwelasighs,theyallnod....



Nomvelo-(huggingher)don'tbeastranger.Iwillsee

duringthecourseoftheweek.

Nelly-definitely,(smiles).

Bless-(kissinghercheek)Iwillbeseeingyoutoo..

Nelly-(laughs)yesbrother(rollseyes)

Ifonlysheknewthathewasherrealbrother,how

hercallinghimbrotherisbringingjoytoBless's

heart...

MaSiwela-comeZee,youwillfindusbythe

reception...

Finallytheywereleftalone....

Sbani-ABSOLUTELYNOT...NOFUCKINGWAY

NELLY.....

Nelly-(foldingherarms)whyareyoushouting?You



don'tevenknowwhatI'mgoingtosay.

Sbani-(sighs)I'm sorry....ButIseethewayyou

lookingatme.Iknowyouabouttoagreewithyour

mother.

Nelly-itwillonlybejustforaweekbabe.

Sbani-(shakinghishead)No...comeon,wehaven't

beenspendingtimebecauseyouwerehere.Now

youwanttospendaweekwithyourmom.

Nelly-(rollseyes)youhavebeenpracticallystaying

herewithme.Itonlyyesterdaywhereyoucouldn't

come.

Sbani-thatisnotthepointNelly.

Nelly-(puppyface)babe,justoneweek.I'monleave

atwork.Ihardlyspendtimewithmymom.Yousaw

howsadshehasbeen.Pleaselove.(Wrappingher

armsaroundhisneck)(standingonhertoes)please...

Sbani-(holdingherwaist)noNelly,WhatamItodo

thewholeweek?

Nelly-youwillseemeeverydaybabe.

Sbani-itwon'tbethesame.Iwillsleepalone,you



won'tbethere.

Nelly-Iknowbutitjustaweekbabe.Look,youcan

settlethisdivorcethingonceandforall,Iwillcatch

upwithmymom.Lookatitastheweekwerewetie

alllooseends.

Sbani-...(thinking)...okay...ButIdon'tlikethis.

Nelly-(Kissedhim)Iknow,butjustaweek.

Theyfrenchedkissed,afterfewminutesofthem

kissingandhimsulking.Hetookherbagsandthey

walkedouttheroom,holdinghands..

Sbani-yousawtheDrright?

Nelly-yeahbabe.Everythingisokay.Ourbabiesare

fine.

Sbani-(lookedatherandfakesmiled)thatgood

babe.I'mdrivingyoutoyourmom's,andwe

spendingthedaytogether..

Nelly-(rollseyes)yesdaddy....



Sbani-andyouowemealotofsex...

Shesmiledshakingherheadastheystrolledtothe

receptionarea,ashegaveherconditionsofherstay

athermother'shouse....

Atthecafeteria...

Zah-(snappingherfingers)NTOMBI!!!

Shefinallysnappedoutofitandlookedather...

Ntombi-yeah,sorrywhat..

Zah-Whatwrongwithyoutoday?Firstyoucame

herelookinglikeyoujustranintoEdrisAlba,now

youdaydreaming.

Ntombi-sorrymymindisjustnotheretoday.What

wereyousaying.



Zah-(sighs)Icouldn'treadherfile,butIfoundout

whatwaswrongwithher.

Ntombi-and??

Zah-....(silent)....sheispregnant,butshelostone

baby.Shewaspregnantwithtwins...

Ntombi-WHAT???!!!...pregnant,pregnantZah?

Zah-I'msorry.

Ntombi-itkarma,shelostheranotherbabybecause

ofwhatshedidtome.Godpunishedher.

Zah-(shakingherhead)Godwouldneverdosuchas

thingsisi.Losingababyisthemostpainfulthing

ever.It'snotGodpunishingyou.

Ntombi-itherkarmaZah....

2hourslater....

ATNTOMBI'SCAR....



ShesearchedNellyonfacebook,shefoundherand

decidedtoinboxhermessage...

"I'msorryaboutyourloss,butyouhaditcoming.

Youcan'tjustsleepwithamarriedman,forcehimto

leavehiswifeanschildthanexpecttobehappy.

Godispunishingyouforyoursins.Itunfortunate

thatyourbabyhadtosufferforyoursins.I'msureit

wasbetterthebabydied,thanhaveyouasamother.

Yourremainingbabywillhaveahomewreckerasa

mother.Ifeelforhim/her."

Rememberto"LIKE"always...
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3dayslater....

ATMA'SIWELAHOUSE....



Zenandesphonevibratedwhileshewasgetting

readytogotoschool,sheglancedatthephone

screenandsawthatitwasGladys,herneighbor

frombackhome,sheanswered....

Zee-(sittingonthebed,fittinghershoeon)hello

mam'Glad..

Gladys-sawubonamtanami,ngiyaxolisakukufonela

ekusenikanje(hellomychild,sorrytocallyouthis

morning)

Zee-(fittingherothershoe)kulungile,ngingakusiza

ma?(ItOkay,canIhelpyou?)

Gladys-itaboutyourbrotherThabo,yourmotherhas

beengonefor3daysnow.Nooneknowswhereshe

is,yourbrotherhasbeenwithmeforthepastcouple

ofdays.Todayhewascrying,Imanagedtocalm

himdownandtellhimthathewillfindyouhere

whenhegetsbackfromschool.Iknowthisisalot

onyoumychildbutIwasjustlettingyouknow.You

don'thavetocome,Iknowyoubusywithschool,you

cancallmearoundthetimeThabocomesback



fromschoolandyoucantalktohim.I'msurethat

willmakeadifference.Idon'tmindtakingcareof

him.YouknowItreathimasifheweremygrandson.

Zee-(sighs)thankyousomuchmam'Glad.UhmmI

willdrivetheretoday.Iwillhavetoskipschool,

kodwauLindiweungenzani,(WhatisLindiwedoing

tome)sheknowshowbadoursituationisbutshe

carriesondrinkingandbeingirresponsible.Nowshe

isevenabandoningThabo.JustlastweekIsenther

R5000,idon'teventhinksheboughtanythinginside

thehouse.Mam'GladIwillewalletyouR500,thatallI

haverightnow,therestIwilluseforgas.I'msureit

hasn'tbeeneasytakingcareofyour5grandchildren

now6withmybrotherasanextramouthtofeed.

Gladys-mychildyoudon'thavetoo.YouknowIdo

allthatIdoforyouandThabobecauseIwantto.

NotbecauseIwantsomethinginreturn.Donot

stressyourselfmychild.Youreallydon'thaveto

come.ButI'msurehearingyourvoicewillmake

Thabohappy.

Zee-(wipinghertears)Ngiyabonga,Ngiyabonga

kakhulumam'Glad.Iwillbeintouch.Iwillsendyou



thedetailsforthemoneymarket,whenI'veputthe

money.Buyanythingyoushortof,sendmeyour

metrenumber,IwillbuyR200electricityfor

mam'Glad.

Gladys-godblessyoumychild.Thankyousomuch.

Butdon'tuseallyourmoneyonme.Youalsoneedit.

Imaynothavemuchbutmygrandchildrennevergo

tosleeponanemptystomach.I'veaskedThaboto

packeverythingfromyourhouse.Ihopethatokay

withyou.Allhisclothesarenowwithme.Ican'tlet

himstaywithyourmotheranymore.

Zee-that'sfinewithme.Mam'Glad,insideourhouse,

behindmywardrobethereisaredbag,pleasetake

thatbagandkeepitwithyou.IthasallThabo's

importantdocments.

Gladys-Okay,Ihavetogonow,takecaremychild.

Don'tforgettocall.

Zee-Iwon'tforgetmam'Glad.Bye...

Shehangsup,shelaysonherbedandlooksupthe

ceiling....



3minuteslater....

Nellyentersherroom...

Nelly-hawu!!Babygirl,won'tyoubelateforyour

lecturerIthoughtyousaidyouhavepracticalat

9:00am(lookingatherwatch)it8:15amnow.

ShelooksatZenandewhenshedoesn'trespond.

Shewalksclosertoherandrealisesthatsheis

silentlycrying...

Nelly-(sitsonthebed)babygirlwhat'swrong?Zee?

Zee-(wipeshertears)(sittingup)(fakesmiles)

nothing,don'tworryaboutme.Howareyou?That

whatIshouldbeasking.

Nelly-(shakingherhead)don'tdothat,Ithoughtwe

passthat"Idon'ttalkaboutmyfeelingsstage",we



familynow,wesisters.What'swrong?IsitShaka?If

ithim,tellmewhathedid,youknowMa'Siwela's

footisalwaysonstandby,shewillkickhisballs.

Zee-(laughs)Ibelievethat....(silent).....Lindiweis

awol,myneighborjustcalledme,lettingmeknow

thatmybrotherhasbeencrying.

Nelly-dotheyhaveacluemaybewheresheisor

mightbe?

Zee-(shakingherhead)(sniffs)nooneknows.Itall

myfaultIkeepsendinghermoney,youknowIjust

sentherR5000,shetoldme,Thabohasatripat

schoolsoIdecidedtosendhermoremoney.Little

didIknowthatshewouldgetexcitedaboutthe

amountandabandonmybrother.I'mthinkingof

drivingtheretoday,eventhoughmam'Gladinsisted

thatIstayhere.ShewilltakecareofThabo,butshe

alreadyhas5kidsthatsheraises,withonlyher

pensionmoneyandhergrandchildrengrantmoney.I

can'texpecthertotakecareofmybrothertoo.Itwill

betoomuchforthepoorwoman.

Nelly-(holdingherhand)sheisright,youcan'treally



gothere.(Lookingather)tellyouwhat,whydon't

yougotoyourpractical,whenyoudonefortheday

atschool,wecandrivethere,ShakaandMbalican

tagalongtoo.Iknowthoseloudmouthswillkeepus

entertained.Whatdoyousayaboutthat?

Zee-areyousure?Idon'twanttotroubleyou,you

shouldberesting.

Nelly-(smiles)positive.PlusIttimeIknowthelittle

guy.Hewillbestayingwithusnextyear.Anddon't

worryaboutme.I'mwellrested.BesideIcoulddo

withsomefreshair.Nowchop,chop.Yourpractical

startsin20minutes..

Zee-(huggingher)Ngiyabonga...

Theybreakoffthehugandsmileatoneanother....

ATSBANI&NTOMBIHOUSE...

MrTaylor-(takinghiscopy)Iguessthisisit...



Jackson-(lookingathiscopy)everyonehappywith

everything?(LookingatbothNtombi&Sbani)...

Theybothlookateachothernotbreakingeye

contact.Takingadeepbreath,theyturntoJackson

andbothnodtheirheads.Ntombiwipesherfalling

tears,butinsteadmoretearsfallout,Sbanilooksat

her,dispiteeverything,hestillcaresabouther,thisis

thefirstwomanwhomadehimdad,whomadehim

ahusband.Withallherwrongs,nothingcantake

awaythatshehasbeenagreatmothertotheir

daughterandagreatwifetohimatsomestageof

theirlifetogether....

Sbani-(Lookingatthetwogentlemen)canyouguys

pleasegiveusspace...

Theynodandgathertheirbriefcasesandbid

farewell.SbaniturnstoNtombi,shehasherhead

downandhershouldersaremovingupanddown,

indicatingthatsheiscrying.Hetakesadeepbreath



andmovesclosertoher,hereluctantlypullshis

armstoreachforhershoulders,shelooksupathim

andwherehishandsandarmsare,sheleans

towardshimandlaysherheadonhershouldersand

criesonhischest.Heholdshertightlyasshe

continuestocryherheartout....

5minuteslater...

Shecalmsherselfdown,stilllaidonhischest.They

stayinthatpositionforafewminutes...

Ntombi-itoverjustlikethat,(sniffs)4yearsof

marriageand11yearsofknowingeachother,gone

justlikethat...

Sbani-ourmarriageisoveryes,butwestillvery

muchineachother'slives.(Movingherfromhis

chest)

Ntombi-(teary)Istillloveyou...

Sbani-(smiles)(wipingherfallingtears)Iknow.....



Ntombi-(lookingathim)whataboutyou?Doyou

stillloveme?

Sbani-(sighs)don'tdothat....

Ntombi-answerme,...doyou?

Sbani-......(silent)....Iloveher....

Ntombi-(swallowed)(almostbreathless)...w..why?

Isn'tbecauseshecangiveyoubabies?...(lookingat

him)Iknowsheispre....pr...pregnant...

Sbani-(shakinghishead)wenotdiscussingher....

(holdingherhands)I'vetalkedtoacontactofmine,

heiswillingtofundyou.Youjustneedtodrawupa

goodbusinessplan,whichIcanhelpyouwith.

(Smiles)youcanhaveyourownpracticebytheend

ofthisyearanditcanbeasupandrunningearly

nextyear.Ifthereisanyonethatcandoit,that

personisyou.Pleasetakethisopportunity,Ican

provideforourdaughterandyoubutyourfamily

stillshasyouastheirbreadwinner.Youstillpaying

foryoursisterseducation,yourfather'streatment.

Yourretirementsettlementcanonlytakeyoutoa

certainextent.



Ntombi-(teary)okay...IhaveafewideasofwhatI

want.(Sniffs)ihavethemonpaper...

Sbani-(smiles)thatmygirl.....Youcandoit,this

keptNtombiisforeigntome.You'reyourown

woman,theNtombiIknowanswerstonobody.She

isherownboss.

Ntombi-(sniffs)whenarewetellingourdaughter?

Sbani-(sighs)wecantellhertodaywhenshecome

backfromschool.

Ntombi-uhmmwecanpickherupatschool

togetherandtellher.whydon'tyousleephere

tonight,wecanhavedinnerasafamilyonelasttime.

Sbani-westillafamily.Wewillalwaysbeafamily.

(Standingup)Ineedtogettowork...

Shestandsupandholdshisarm,hestopsandturns

toher..

Ntombi-(takesadeepbreath)willyou...Willyou

everforgivemefor.....Youknow(lookingdown)



Sbani-(clenchedhisteeth)......Idon'twanttothink

aboutthatrightnow.

Hemovedclosertoher,kissesherforeheadand

movesbackfromher...

Sbani-Iwillpickyouuplaterwhenwegotofetch

ourdaughter...

Hewalksoutthehouse.Shehearshiscardriveout

theyard.Shetakesaseatandwipeshertears.She

cannotbelievehermarriageisover.Shetakesher

phoneandgoesonFacebook,sheremembersthe

inboxmessageshesent,herheartsstartsbeating

fast.Whydidshedothat?Howcanshebethat

heartless,yessheishurtingbutsheshouldn'thave

saidthosehurtfulthings.Sheregretsitinstantly.She

hasn'trespondedtotheinboxandSbanididn'tsay

anythingabouttoher,probablyshehasnotyetread

themessage.Shetakesherphoneanddialsher

sister...



Ringing...

Nonto-dadewethu(mysister)

Ntombi-(panicking)Ididsomethingstupid,ohmy

God,whydidIletmyemotionscontrolme.I'mnota

badperson,whydidIactsoinsensitive..

Nonto-sisibreathe...Youscaringmenow.Wenzeni?

(Whatdidyoudo?)

Ntombi-(takesadeepbreath)Ididsomethingstupid,

nowIregretitsobad...

Nonto-isitthatbad?Canitbefixed?

Ntombi-Idon'tknow,I'mnotsosure.OhmyGod!!!I

willtellhim,IwillSbani,jeahIwilltellhim...

Nonto-(confused)what?Ntombiyounotmaking

sense...

Ntombi-Ihavetogo...Bye..



Shehangsup....

ATTHEKENNEDYRESIDENCE....

MaSiwela-Robhasadaughter...

Nancy-(eyesout)where?Withwho?Whatareyou

saying?

MaSiwela-(teary)IthinkwhenherapedLindiwe,she

gotpregnant.

Nancy-(teary)ohmyGod!!!...yourbrotherhasa

daughter.

MaSiwela-(teary)yes,shelookssomuchlikeme,

shehasRob'seyestooandhisbirthmark.

Nancy:sheneverterminatedthepregnancy.Butshe

saidsheterminated.

MaSiwela-Iguessnot...

Nancy-(lookingather)howareyoufeeling?Iknow

thismighthavebroughtbacksomepainful

memories?



MaSiwela-(teary)I'mokayguess....Ihaven'tbeen

thinkingabouttherapes.ThelessIthinkaboutthem

thebetter...

Unedited...

[11/3,20:51]Marcia:Insert60

ATZULU&SONSCO

MrZulu-HowdidthemeetingwiththeNigeriansgo?

Sbani-allsetbaba,wegoodtogo.I'mjust

concernedthatwhenthetimescomesandweneed

toheadtoLagosNellywillbeheavilypregnant.

MrZulu-Ithoughtaboutthat.I'msureshecanwork

somethingout.Thisisherfirstbigclient.Wecan't

takethatawayfromher.Letherhandleit.

Sbani-Ijustthinkitwouldbetomuchworkforher.

Knowinghershewillputworkfirstandourchild

second.Ican'thavethat.



MrZulu-wellyoulikethemdrivenandambitious,so

dealwithit.(Lookingathim)don'tbabyhertomuch,

youdidthatwithNtombi,lookathowrebelliousshe

turnedout.

Sbani-(sighs)Ntombiisn'trebellious,shejusttoo

opinionated,shejustneedstolearnthatnot

everythingneedsareactionandsometimesitokay

toshutup.

MrZulu-Doyoustillloveher?I'maskingyou

becauseIdon'twantyouregrettingthedecisionyou

made.

Sbani-IwillalwaysloveherDad.Butnotenoughto

bewithherlikethat.Toomuchhashappened.

MrZulu-areyousurejumpingintoarelationshipjust

afterdivorcingyourwifeisagoodstep.

Sbani-(laughs)italittletolateforthatnowisit.We

alreadyexpectingourfirstchildtogether.Butto

answeryourquestion,Iamverysureaboutour

relationship,Iloveher,Iwanttoloveherright.

MaybeIdidn'tloveNtombiright,maybethatwhy

she...(Hestoppedhimselffromtellinghisfather)...



MrZulu-shewhat?

Sbani-Ijustwanttodothingsrightthistime.Iregret

thewayIwentaboutthings.Lookingatitnow,I

shouldhavewaitedtillmymarriageendedbeforeI

persuedNelly.Butwhat'sdoneisdone.Iasked

JacobstomeetwithNtombi,heistherightperson

tofundherbusiness.

MrZulu-Ihearyouson.Don'tmessitupthistime.

HaveyoutoldNtombiyet?

Sbani-yeah.Iwillbehelpingherwithherbusiness

plan.(Smiles)shewilldogreatthough.Shehasthe

potential.

MrZulu-(smiles)shewill.I'mhappythatshegoing

tobeupherfeetagain.Sheistooyoungtolet

herselfgolikethat.

Sbani-wetellingNomatoday.

MrZulu-(sighs)sheisstillyoung.Shewon't

understand.Youtwowillhavetokeepexplainingit

toher.

Sbani-Iknow....



Aknockcomesfromthedoor...

Theybothlookatthedoor,thedooropens,Nelly

walksinsidetheoffice...

Nelly-sanibonani

MrZulu-(smiles)ntokazikaThabekhulu.

MrZulustandsup.....

MrZulu-letmeleaveyoukids.Ihavelunchdatewith

mywife.

Sbani-greetmamaforme.

MrZulu-youcomehavesupperwithusduringthis

week.Shewillbehappytoseeyou.(LookingatNelly)

Ma'Thabekhulu,itgoodtoseeyou.



Hewalksouttheoffice,shuttingthedoor.Sbani

standsandgoestothedoor,locksitandturnsto

Nelly,hepicksherupandswingsheraround.She

screamsalittleandlaughs,ashekissesherall

over...

Nelly-(laughs,puttingherarmsaroundhisneck)put

medown.

Sbani-(smiles)no.

Hewalkswithherandmakeshersitonhisoffice

desk.Hestandsbetweenherlegsandplaceshis

handsonherwaist...

Sbani-(kissingher)thisisanicesurprise.

Nelly-(smiles)ijustwantedtoseemyman.(Kissing

him)feelsgoodtosaythat,"myman"mine'salone.

Sbani-(smiles)yoursbabe.(Touchingherexposed

tighs)howaboutyoushowyourman,justhowmuch

youmisshim.



Hefrenchkissesher,ashishandbrushoverher

exposedtighs.Shewaswearingashortyellow

bubblesummerdress.Hecontinuestobrushher

tighsupanddown,sendingchillsdownherspine,as

themomentumofwantingmoreofhistouches,

moreofhimbuildsup.Theycontinuetokiss,her

handsrunupanddownhishardtorso.Herhands

traveldown,itmakesinstantcontactwithhisrock

hardmember.Hishandssearchforherdress

zipper...

Nelly-(breathingheavily)babeIhavesomewhereto

be...

Sbani-(talkswhilesuckingonherlips)Iwillbequick

babe..

Inaninstantshefindsherdressonthefloor.He

looksathernakedbodytraceshisfingeronher

body,likeawolfplanningitattackandatiger

stalkingitprey,shedoesn'treachforhim,shesits



onthedesk,wantingandthrobbing.Hislustfuleyes

holdsherasstillasanyropeevercould.Hetakesoff

hisblaser,historsomatcheshisarms,underhis

whiteshirt,youcanseehishardmusclesunder

vulnerableflesh,vulnerableforher.Hepushes

himselfclosertoher,makingherfeelexactlywhat

shehasdonetohim,hiserectionpressesagainst

herstomach.

Shegaspsasshefeelshisfingersinsideher.First

one,thentwo.Heplayswithherstrokingand

probingassheshiversagainsthim.Sheisunder

strictinstructionnottomakesasinglesound.She

triestounbucklehisbeltsandpants,withher

shakinghands,shefeelsherbodyontheedgeto

come.Righthereonhisdesk,withhisfingersinside

her...

Hecontinuestocaressher,shewrapsherarms

aroundhisneckanddigsherfingernailsinasshe

silentlycriesout.Sheexplodesandcontractaround



hisfingers.Shebreathesin,hewatchesherfaceof

pleasureanssmilestohimself.Thesilentofthe

roomaddstotheintensity.Onemorecontradiction,

shefeelsvulnerableandcourageous,shefinally

managestounbucklehisbeltsandpants.Helowers

hisCKbriefsandhisharddickshotsdirectlyather

nowitherturntoadmireandstare.Heisbeautiful,

big,perfectandimpressive.Withthetipofher

fingers,sheexploreseveryridgeofhiscock,until

shemakesituptothetip...

Sbani-(groans)...

Nelly-(stops)nosoundrememberbabe...

Sheholdshishardcockstillandrunshertongue

aroundhisearlopeandwhisperstohim...

Nelly-(breathingheavily)Fuckme...

Heliftsheruptheair,shewrapsherlegsaroundhis



waist,shecriesoutalittleasshefeelshimpushing

insideher,againandagain..

Nelly-aaahhh....

Shecanfeelherselfopeningupforhim,shefeels

herselfgettingwetterandwetterforhim,aprimal

reactiontothiswelcomedintrusion.Shefeels

everything.Heisfillingherhard,pulsingand

unyieldingenergy.Hecrashesthroughallher

suppresseddesires,thosedesiresburstingthrough

herwithasavageforce,youwouldexpectfromany

jailbreak.Ashecontinuestoholdherup,shebends

herheadandsoftlysucksonhisneck,hewalkswith

hertothecouch.Herhipsneverleavehis.Sheisstill

embracinghimwithherlegs,pullinghimtoher.

Everyinchofhimholdsitsplaceinsideherwallsas

helowersherontoherback,thesoftnessofthe

couchaddsagentlenessasshescratchesuphis

skin.Hishandsonherbreast,theymovetotheir

ownrhythm,onethatisasrousingasanythingthey



everheardfromasummersdaysymphony.Each

thrustbringsthemtoanewlevelofecstasy,asif

theirheroinehasreachedanewlevelofinnocence.

Butthisinnocencedoesn'tfeelinnocent,itfeels

fuckingamazing,itfeelsliketheybothcomingalive,

thebirthofanewbornbaby.

Shefeelshisshouldertenseunderhergrasp.He

pinsherarmsoverherhead.Physicallyconstraining

her,whenherecstasycan'tbeheldbackatall.She

thrashesherheadfromsidetosideandbucksher

hipsfoward,forcinghimevendeeperinsideher.He

groansandpushesfasterandharder,astheir

crescendomovesthemclosertoadizzyingclimax.

Shecriesoutonemoretime,astheybothcome

togetherrighttheironhisofficecouch....

10minuteslater....

Nelly-(fixingherdressandhair)Ihavetogopastmy

placeandchange.I'msweatyandIsmelllikesex.Or



andyourcologneisallovermybody.

Sbani-(standsbehindhuggingher)(kissesher

cheek)thatisn'tsuchabadsmell.Everyonewill

knowyou'retaken.

Nelly-(movesawayfromhim)(fixesherdressagain)

takesherphoneandlooksatthetime.Ihave20

minutestodrivetomyplaceandtakequickshower.

Sbani-(lookingatherdress)Iloveyourdressbutit

tooshortbabe.Youcan'twalkaroundwiththat

dress.

Nelly-(frowns)mydressisjustfine.Canyou

giveMbalitherestoftheafternoonoff?Pleasebabe.

Sbani-(raisinghiseyebrow)andwhywouldIdothat?

Nelly-wedrivingtoMpangeni,soIwantherto

accompanyus.Makeitlikeashortroadtrip.

Sbani-whenyousaywe,whoexactlyiswe?

Nelly-me,ZenandeandShaka.

Sbani-(frowns)whatwillyoubedoingthere?

Nelly-(gathersherhandbag)Ican'ttellyounow.But



Ipromisetotellyouwhenwecomeback.Nowwill

yougiveMbalitherestoftheafternoonoff?

Sbani-whosaidyougoing?Youshouldberesting.

AndIdon'tlikethislongdistancedriving.

Nelly-Iwon'tbedriving,Shakais.

Sbani-NO..

Nelly-excuseme?Iwasn'treallyaskingfor

permission.

Shetakesherbagannoyedbyhim.Shewasaboutto

walkoutthedoorwhenhespoke...

Sbani-wellsincewedroppingbombs.I'mspending

thenightatmyhousewithNtombiandNoma

tonight.WetellingNomatoday.

Nelly-(turnstohim)(frowns)whydoyouhaveto

sleepthere?

Sbani-Ntombithinksweshouldhavedinnerasa

familyonelasttime.



Nelly-andyouagreed?Whenwereyougoingtotell

me?

Sbani-(annoyed)whenwereyougoingtotellme

aboutyoursuddentrip?

Nelly-(angry)FINE.GOHAVEDINNERWITHHER...

Sbani-wellIwasn'taskingforpermission.

Sheangrilywalksoutandbangshisofficedoor.

Atthereceptionarea...

Nelly-packyourstaff,Ihavetostartatmyplaceand

takeaquickshower.

Mbali-(winglinghereyebrows)youandbossmangot

itonhuh?!!

Nelly-youwillfindmeatmyplace.Youwillleave

yourcarthere.



Withthatsaid,shewalkstotheelevator.Mbalilooks

atherdumbfolded."Okayshedoesn'tlooktohappy

forsomeonewhojustgotsomeD"...

ATUMHLANGANETCAREHOSPITAL

RoomT3...

Lungiey-doesNellyknowI'vegivenbirth..

Nhlanhla-(rockingtheirdaughter)Idon'tknowbabe.

Lungiey-(sad)sheisstillangryisn'tshe?

Nhlanhla-don'tstressaboutherbabe.Youshouldbe

happy.Wehaveabeautifulbabyrighthere.You

shouldbestressingabouther,notmysister.Nelly

isn'tthatperfectIdon'tknowwhyshestillholda

grudgeoveryou.Nxi!!!Justforgetabouther.

Lungiey-youdon'tgetitdoyou?Thisain'taboutus,

andwhatwedid.ThisisaboutmeandwhatIdidto

her.Pleasetalktoherforme...



Nhlanhla-(sighs)okay...

INSIDESBANI'SCAR....

Ntombi-itourice-creamplaydatetoday.SoIwas

thinkingmaybeweshouldgothethreeofus.

Sbani-yeah,it'sfine.(Looksathisphone.)

Ntombi-(looksathim)areyouokay?Ifyoudon'tfeel

likeit,wedon'thavetoo.

Sbani-(switchesoffhisphone)(smiles)I'mfine.I

can'tbelieveIwillbeeatingice-creamtoday.

Ntombi-(laughs)Iknowyouhateit.Butyour

daughterdoesn'tcare,braceyourself.

Theyconversewitheachotherastheydrivetotheir

daughtersschool.Fewminuteslatertheyparkatthe

pickingupsport...



Ntombi-(laughs)shewon'tcomerunningtoday

whensheseesyourcar.

Sbani-Iseeshestillremembersthelosingherteeth

story.

Ntombi-(laughs)always.Youscaredher.

Thebellrings,thedoorsopensandkidscome

rushingout.Nomacomesout,hugsherfriendsand

looksaroundsearchingforhermom'scar.Instead

sheseesherdad'scarandexcitedlyrunstowardsit.

Sbanigetsoutthecarandmeetsherhalfway

pickingupandthrowheruptheair...

Noma-(screams/giggling)daaaaadddd

Sbani-(kissingher)helloprincess.

Ntombiwatchesthetwoofthemwithasmile.A

smalltearescapeshereyes.Shequicklywipesit

away.Theywalktothecar,heopensthebackdoor

forher.Hebucklesherupandwalkstohisseat...



Noma-(smiling)mommy...

Ntombi-(lookingattheback)(smiles)hellobaby.

Noma-Dadwhendidyougetbackfromthe

businesstrip?

SbanilooksatNtombi,shenods,heturnsbackto

herandsmile...

Sbani-todaybaby.Imissedyou.

Noma-Imissedyoutoo.

Ntombi-(smiles)wegoingtoice-creamdatewith

daddy.

Noma-(excitedly)yyeeeeyyy!!!DaddyIwant

chocolate,bubblegum,blueberry,carimilone.

Sbani-(laughs)itcaramelbaby..

Ntombi-(playfullyhitshim)leavemybabyalone...
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ATMITCHELLPARK....

Strollingdownthepark,whiletheirdaughteris

inbetweenthem.Holdingboththeirhands,every

nowandthentheywouldliftherupandswingher.

Shewastellingherparentsallthestoriesthat

happenatschool...

Noma-sowhatwillyouchooseDad?

Sbani-huh?!Uhmmm(looksatNtombi)whatwas

thequestionagainprincess?

Noma-(frowns)younotlisteningagain.Mommy

whatwillyouchoose?

Ntombi-(smiles)ummmIwouldchoosetobe

Cinderellababy.

Noma-(disgusted)eweeeee!!!Thanyouwillhaveto

kissaboymommy.

Sbani-(laughs)whotoldyouthat?



Noma-Isawitontvdad.Cinderellakissesthe

Prince.

Ntombi-(laughs)yesbabe.ThatbecauseCinderella

lovesthePrince.

Noma-butyoulovedad.

Sbani-(pickingherupandticklingher)howabout

thatice-creamnowyounglady.

Noma-(giggling)Yyeeeeey!!!!!

Heplacesheronhisshouldersandtheymaketheir

waytotheice-creamman.Ntombifollowsbehind

them...

Sbani-(placesherdown)whichonedoyouwant

princess?

Noma-(standsonhertoes,peekinginside)

uhmmmmm,Iwantthechocolate,carimil,blueberry

andbubblegum.

Man-(smiles)youhavetopickoneflavour.



Noma-(poutslookingatherdad)Iwantallofthem..

Sbani-(sighs)canyouputonescoopofallthe

flavoursshewantsplease.

Man-thatwillcostyou.

Sbani-noproblem,(lookingatNtombi)whatareyou

having?

Ntombi-(smiles)vanillaandblueberryplease.

Man-thatwillbeR85.

HehandsthemanaR100note...

Sbani-keepthechange.(GivingNomahericecream)

don'tmessyourself.

Noma-thesearemyP.Eclothesdaddy(lickingher

ice-creamfromthespoon)..

Ntombi-so,theystillyourschoolclothes.

Noma-(rollseyes)IhavemanyP.Eclothesmommy.



Withthatsaidshewalkstothebirds.Sbaniand

NtombiwalktoabenchnotfarfromwhereNomais.

Theytakeaseat,leavingasmalldistancebetween

thetwoofthemastheywatchtheirdaughtereather

ice-creamandplaywiththebirds....

Ntombi-thankyouforcoming,Iknowourdaughter

isveryhappytohaveyouhere.

Sbani-(smiles)I'mgladIcame.

Heswitcheshisphoneonandstillthereareno

messagesorcallfromNelly,hesighsandlockshis

phone....

Ntombi-(lookingathim)(swallows)youcancallher..

Sbani-(raisinghiseyebrows)sorrywhat?

Ntombi-youcancallher,youhavebeenchecking

yourphoneeverynowandthan.Callher.

Sbani-noitfine...



Ntombi-Haveyou....(takesadeepbreathe)haveyou

toldheraboutyourcondition?

Sbani-Idon'thaveacondition.

Ntombi-youhavetotellherSbani,youknowyou

easilygetangryandsometimesyouare

uncontrollable,atleastwhensheknows...

Sbani-canyoujuststop,Idon'treallywantto

discussthatrightnow.AsfarasIknowwenever

hadthatconversation,you,mybrotherandparents

neverliedtomeaboutanything.

Ntombi-ohmyGod!!!....Ithoughmaybeyoutrying

toforgiveandputitbehindyou,butwhatyou

actuallydoingisbottlingitinsideandpretending

thatnothinghappened.Iwasconfusedastowhy

haven'tyouconfrontedyourparentsbutnowIgetit,

youindenialaboutthis.Thatdangerous,youcan't...

Sbani-(annoyed)canyoujustSTOP...Canyoujust

shutupandstopwithpsychoanalysingme.I'mnot

oneofyourpatients.Maybethatwhywedrifted

apart,maybethatwhywecouldn'twork.Mostofthe

timesIwasyourpatientthanIwasyourhusband



andyouweremoreofadoctortomethanmyWIFE.

THETIMESWEREINEEDEDMYWIFEALLIGOT

WASDRNTOMBIZULU.Doyouknowwhatgoing

throughmymindrightnow,noyoudon't,sojust

STOPIT,FUCKINGSTOP!!!

Ntombi-(teary)I'msorryIjustwanted...

Sbani-(angry)youwantedtowhat??Youhadtojust

ruineverythingwithyourmouth.Doyouknowhow

harditistositherenexttoyouandnotimaginemy

brotherhavinghiswaywithyou,doyounohowhard

itisthatIconstantlyquestionifwereweever

marriedorwasitjustyouhelpingmekeepsane.Yet

hereIam,tryingnottolashoutoutonyou,thiswas

supposetobeapeacefuldaywithmyfamily,butas

always,NtombiZuluhadtoruinitwithhermouth.

Ntombi-(wipeshertears)ICAREABOUTYOUALOT

ANDILOVEYOUANDI'MSORRY...

Sbani-DON'TNTOMBI!!!!ain'tyouhearingme...

Ntombi-ifyoudon'twanttodoitformeoryourself,

thanplease,doitforourdaughter,yourunborn

child....(swallowedalump)...do..doitforher...



Sbanigotupanswalkedtotheirdaughter,she

watchedasheandtheirdaughterfedthebirds.

Tearsrandownhercheeks.Shereallycan'tsayheis

wrong.Shedidtryandtrickhimtotherapysession

withher.Hewouldalwaysinthemiddleoftheir

conversationsrealisethat,hewasn'tjusthavinga

conversationwithhiswifebutshehadtrickedhim

intotherapy.Theywouldarguebuthewouldalways

bounceback.Shewantedtoknowwhatwas

happeninginhisnightmaresbutshejustcouldnever

makehimopenuptoher.Heonlythoughtshedid

thatjustforhimtoopenupaboutwhatgoesonhis

sleep,butnowheknowsshealsodidthatjustsohis

emotionswillnotspiraloutofcontrol.Afterfew

minutestheywalkbacktoher...

Sbani-let'sgo,thesunissettingnow...

Ntombi-okay...

ATMA'SIWELA'SHOUSE...



ShehadabottleofJackDaniels,shewashalfway

throughit.Shelookedatherbrotherspictureagain....

Ma'Siwela-(crying)why????.....why???...Ilovedyou,

youweremybrother.Howcouldyoudothatto

me....(screaming)HOWCOULDYOU???YOURAPED

ME,YOUTOREMEAPART.WHY!!!!!....

Meanwhile....

Donparkedhiscar,hegotoutthecar,Tobicame

runningtohim,winglinghistail....

Don-(brushinghishead)heyyoubigguy,youstill

rememberme...

AfterafewminutesofplayingwithTobi,hewalks

towardsthedoorandfindsitopen.Thatwas



strange.Heenteredthehouseandheardshouting

comingfromupstairs,hequicklyfollowedthe

screamingandstoppedonthedoortoMaSiwela's

room,hewasshockedtoseeherinthatstate,she

waswearingherwhitesilkgown.Shehadherhair

tiedintoamessybun.Shelookedlikeshejustcome

outoftheshower.Ifitwasanyotherday,thesight

infrontofhimwillhavehimwantingtodothingsto

her.Butrightnowhehastostopher,thewayshe

wasscreamingandpokingthatpicturewiththe

scissors,onewrongmove,shewillhurtherself.He

quicklywenttoherandheldherwrists...

Don-Stop...

MaSiwela-(crying)why......hewasmybrother....12

years,12fuckingyears.....

Don-Iknowbabe,Iknow.ButIneedyoutodropthe

scissorsonthefloorokay...lookatme...

MaSiwela-(looksathim)



Henodsather,shedropsthescissors,hetakesher

tohisarms,shecriesheavilyonhischest,her

painfulcriescutdeep.Thisisonewomanhehas

lovedallhislifeandwouldneverstoplovingher.He

holdshertightly.

After5minutes,herloudcriesstop,shesilentlycries

onhischest.Hekissesherforehead.Shemoves

awayfromherforeheadandtakethebottleofJack

Daniel's...

Don-(stopsherfromdrinking)youdon'thavetodo

thisbabe.

MaSiwela-(sniffs)areyougoingtodrinkwithmeor

areyougoingtositandwatch?

Don-Iwon'tletyou...

MaSiwela-(crying)Ijustwanttoforget,Ijustwantto

forget.

Don-(takingadeepbreath)okay.



Hetakesthebottlefromheranddrinksfromit,he

gulpsitatonegoandthanstopafterfewminutes...

Don-youwanttoforget,letmehelpyou.

Heplacesthebottleonthesideandkickshisshoes

outhisfeet.Hegetsonthebedandwrapshisright

handaroundherwaist,helaysherflatonthebed

andstaredirectlyathereyes.Helowershisbody

towardsherandhislipsfindher.Hesucksonher

lipsandstops,helooksather,shekisseshimback

slowly.Hestopskissingherandtakesasmallice

cubefromtheglassontheside,whichhadsome

whiskeyonit.Heusesittotraceapathalongher

exposednecklineofhergown.Asthecool,wet

surfacetoucheshebreast,shefeelshernipples

harden,begginghimtogofurther,herespondsby

tastingthehintscontentofwhiskeyonherskin,

lightskissesfilledwithheat.Hishandsnowonher

hips,sheisbreathing,strugglingasshetriestokeep

still...



Don-heisnevergoingtohurtyouagain....

Hedipshisfingerstothewhiskeyglassagain,this

timeheplacesthemeltingglassonhertighs...

MaSiwela-Aaaaahhhh...

Herbodyandhermindarenolongerconnected,she

feelsherlegspart,onlyslightlyatfirstbutashe

slowlypusheshergownup,sheencourageshim

withincreasedaccess.Againhelowershismouthto

thewhiskeytrailsonherskinandshewatchesashe

followsitupherlegs.Withsuddendecisivemoment,

heuntieshergownsknot,hismouthmoveshigher

andhigher.Herpantiesaretheonlythingnow

standinginhisway.Heremovesonehandfromher

waistandstrokesthesilkyfabric,throughherlids

sheseeshersmile,heknowswhatheisthinking,the

silkfabricofherpantyiswet.Anotherinvitationthat



shehasnocontrolover.Hisfingershooksaround

thewaistbandofherpanties.Hestopsandlooksat

her...

MaSiwela-takethemoff...

Thepantyisrippedfromher,andbeforeshefully

comprehendswhatgoingon,shefeelsaslightsting

ofwhiskeyagainstherclit,followedbytheshocking

warmthofakissthere,akissdeliveredtohervery

core.Hismouthticklesandteases,shemoansand

groans.Shefeelshisfingersgentlytouchherashe

continuetolickandtaste.Firstslowly,thanthereis

afirmerpressure,afasterspeed.Histonguedances

overeverynerveending.Shewhimperedand

loweredherheadbackastheorgasmcomefastand

hard.

MaSiwela-aaahhhhh....



ATSBANI'SANDNTOMBI'SHOUSE....

TheygotinsidethehousewithNomaasleepon

Sbani'sshoulders.Theywalkupstairs,Ntombigoes

towhatusedtobetheirroomnowherroom.Sbani

takestheirdaughtertoherroom.Afterafew

minutesoftuckinghisdaughter.Hewalkstowhat

usedtobehisroomwithNtombihefindsNtombi

nakedstandinglookingatthedoor.Hestopsonhis

tracksandlooksather...

Ntombi-Iwantyoutopunishme,Iwantyoutoteach

meavery,veryhardlesson.(Takestheleatherbelt

fromthebed)whipme,strangleme,tieme,doall

thatyouwish,mybodyisyours,takeoutallyour

frustrationonme.Markme...

Sbani-(brusheshisface)Shutup...

Ntombi-(smiles)comeonbabe,Iknowyouwantto,

havemefacethewallasyourdickravagesmy

butthole,biteme,havemetastemyownblood.Pull

myhairsobadthatIstarttoscreamofpain,take



mebabe,takemenow.Iknowmyscreamsandcries

willexciteyou.Takeme...

Sbani-(shakinghishead)no...justshutup..SHUT

UP...

Ntombi-(touchesherleftbreast)comeon,Iknow

youwantto,Iknowthedevilinyouwantsto...come

babe,Markme...
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Helookedather,heknewexactlywhatshewas

tryingtodo...

Sbani-(shakinghishead)I'mleaving....

Shequicklymovedtowardshimandcrashedherlips

ontohis.Atfirsthedidntrespondtoherkissesbut

whenherhandstraveleddownbetweenhislegsand

grabbedhisdick,whichinthatinstantwenthard,he

fellrightintoitandrespondedbykissingherback.

Somethingwasamissthough,thekissfeltforeign



somehow,therewassomethinghewaslookingfor

butdidn'tquitefindit.Whenshewasaboutto

unbucklehisbelt,hestoppedher.

Ntombi-what'swrong?Whydidyoustop?

Sbani-I'msorry,Ican't...

Ntombi-(teary)soIdisgustyou?IsitbecauseIslept

withyourbrother.

Sbani-ITOLDYOUTOSTOPSAYINGTHAT....

(pushingheraway)I'mleaving...

Hewalkedouttheroom,shequicklyputonhergown

andfollowedhimdownstairs....

Ntombi-didn'ttodayremindyouofanything?Lookat

whatyouleavingbehindSbanisezwe,IknowI'mnot

perfectbutIcanchange,please...

Sbani-(lookingforhiscarkeys)Dropit!!!I'mnot

doingthiswithyou,ourdaughterisupstairs.



Ntombi-youcan'ttellmeyoudidn'tfeelanything

whenwekissed,youwerehard.Youstillfindme

attractive.Iloveyou.

Sbani-(walkingaroundthelivingroom)Canyoujust

shutup,I'mtryingtothink.(Gettingannoyed)where

thehelldidIplaceTHEFUCKINGKEYS...

Ntombisawthembythekitchencounter,he

probablytossedthemtherewhentheygotinsidethe

house,shewenttoquicklygetthem.Hesawher

takethemandstoppedlookingather...

Sbani-(takesadeepbreathe)givememykeys.

Ntombi-can'twejusttalk..

Sbani-Idon'twanttotalk,allwehavebeendoingis

talking.NowGIVEMEMYFUCKINGKEYS!!!

Ntombi-NO!!!!....IGAVEYOU11YEARSOFMYLIFE,

11FUCKINGYEARS,TODAYYOULOOKATMELIKE

I'MNOTHING.YOUDIDN'TGIVEALIFETIMELIKE

YOUVOWEDTO,YOUOWEATLEAST10MINUTES



OFYOURTIME.

Sbani-(brusheshisface)

Hecouldfeeltheangerboilingup,thelastthinghe

wantedwastolayahandonher.Hetookadeep

breathe..

Sbani-I'mnotdoingthiswithyou.Weover,wedone.

Thereisnothingtotalkabout.Ican'treasonwithyou.

OneminuteIthinkwegettingsomewherethenext

thingIknowiswegoing2stepsback.Ijustwantto

leave.I'mannoyedNtombenhle.Idonotwanttohurt

you.

Ntombi-toolateSbanisezwe,youalreadyhave.

Sbani-okay,canIhavemykeysnow.

Ntombi-(angry)YOUSONOFABITCH,YOUNOT

EVENSORRY,UYINJAYEZWA,(YOU'REDOG,YOU

HEARME)FUCKYOU,YOUPIECEOFSHIT,IHATE

YOU...

Sbani-okay,mykeys....



Ntombigotevenmoreannoyed.Helooked

unbotheredbyherrants,thisfueledherevenmore,

shetookaglassvasebythecounterwhichhad

followersandthrewitathim,luckilyitmissedhim

andhitthefloorbreakingtopiecesandwalking

Nomaup,SbaniquicklychargedtowardsNtombito

wrestleforhiskeys,hewasstrongerthanhersohe

managedtogetholdofhiskeys,butthefloorwas

alreadyslipperybecauseofthewaterfromthevase,

whenSbanigotholdofthekeys,hepushedNtombi

ofhim,sheslippedandhitthefloorfallingontopof

thepiecesofglass,shescreamedsoloud....

Ntombi-(screaming)LOOKATWHATYOU'VEDONE?

Heturnedtohelpherbutsherefusedhim...

Ntombi-GETTHEHELLAWAYFROMMEYOU

BASTARD.(crying)I'mgoingtoreportyou...



Sbani-itwasanaccidentandyouknowit.Younot

eventhathurt.

Ntombi-GOODLUCKCONVINCINGTHECOPSTHAT.

Sheslowlystoodupfromthefloor,luckytheglasses

didn'thurtherthatbad.Sheonlygotcutalittlebit.

Butshealreadyknewthathertighwillbruise

becauseshehitthefloorhard.Nomastoodbythe

staircase...

Noma-(rubbinghereyes)Mom,daddy...

Theybothlookeduptheirdaughter...

Sbani-princessgobacktoyourroom.Don'tcome

outokay.Daddywillbewithyoujustnow.

Noma-(yawns)willmommycometoo?

Ntombi-(sniffs)yesbaby.Nowgobacktoyour

room.



Theyquietlylistentohersmallfootsteps.Aftera

fewsecondstheyheardthedoorshut...

Ntombi-I'mfilingforfullcustody,Ipromiseyou,you

won'tseemydaughteragain.

Sbani-Iwouldliketoseeyoutry.

Ntombi-nocourtwillgrantacheating,bipolar,

abusivehusbandcustodyofababygirl.You'reunfit

parentintheeyesofthelaw.You'redangertothe

publicandthosearoundyou.

Sbani-(angry)younottakingmydaughter.

Ntombi-watchme...

Shelimpedhergoingtotakeherphone.Thatwhen

Sbanijumpedandpulledherbyhergowndragging

hertotheguestroom.Allthewayshewaskicking

andscreaming.Hetossedhertobed,shejumped

fromthebedandjumpedonhim,heroughlyshook

herfromhimanddraggedherbyherhairandtossed



hertothebedagain.

Sbani-youwantedthedevil.Yougothim.

Heshutthedoorandlockeditfromtheoutside.

Ntombibangedonthedoor,swearingforhimto

openup.Hequicklywalkedtohisdaughtersroom...

Noma-daddywhatisthatnoise?

Sbani-(packingheruniformansfewclothes)that's

thebadmanbaby...

Noma-(scared)ishecomingtogetus?

Sbani-(gatheringherschoolbagandgymbag)No

baby.Daddylookedhimout.Babywearyour

sleepers.

Shegotoffthebedandquicklyworehersleepers.

Sbanihandedhertheschoolbackpackand

gatheredalltheotherbagsandliftedherup.



Noma-daddydon'tforgetBarney.Thebadmanwill

hurther.

HetookBarneyandwalkedouttheroom.Hegotto

hiscarandstrappedheronthecarseat,puttingall

thebagsinsidetheboot....

Noma-(teary)daddyI'mscared.

Sbani-(kissingherforehead)itokaybaby.Daddyis

here.

Noma-whereismommy?

Sbani-uhmmmommywenttothepolicebaby.I'llbe

rightbackokay.(Kissesherforehead)holdBarney,

shewillkeepyousafe.

Heclosedthecardoor,anddialedBless'snumber...



Ringing...

Bless-ShoBafo...

Sbani-(Sternvoice)myhousenow.

Hehangedup......

After30minutes.....

Bless'scarpulledupinthedriveway,hegotoutthe

car....

Bless-whatgoingon?IcamehereasfastasIcould?

Sbani-Ihaveaproblem.(Indicatingthattheyshould

goinsidethehouse)

Theybothwalkedinsidethehouse.Blessheardthe

baggingofthedoorandsawthepiecesofglassin



thefloorandthesmallhintsofblood...

Bless-whatgoingon?IsthatNtombibehindthe

door?.

Sbani-yeah...

Bless-(lookingaround)Jesusman,whatdidyoudo?

Sbani-itnotwhatyouthink.ListenIneedtogetmy

daughteroutofher.Ineedyoutogetmean

undergrounddoctor.AndIneedyoutomoveher

fromhere.Ican'tlethergoyetuntilherbruisesheal.

Canyoudothatformebrother?Iwillexplain

everythingtoyouwhenIcomeback.

Bless-(lookingathim)okay.Justgetmygod

daughteroutofhere.JesusIcan'tbelieveyouguys

didthiswithNomahere.

Sbani-(brohugshim)thanksalotman.IknowIcan

countonyou....

InsideNelly'scar.....



Zee-(teary)thankyousomuchguysforwhatyou

didtoday.

Nelly-(smiles)itnoproblembabygirl.Wewilldoit

againifwehadto.

Mbali-(laughs)freefoodandboozewhileridingon

thisbeastofamachine.Definitelyworthybaby.

Shaka-shamekombeyoudriveapolo,younotused

tothiskindofcomfortness.

Mbali-(rollseyes)I'mnottalkingtoyouMelrose.

Zee-(laughs)whyyoucallinghimMelrose?

Mbali-heisyellow,realmanaredark.

Shaka-(laughs)okayMbalisto.Iknowyouwant

someofthisMelrose.

Mbali-sorryIlikeithardnotmelted...

Nelly-(laughs)ohmygod!!!Youguyswillmakeme

givebirthrightnowinthiscar.

Zee-(laughs)Ithinkyoutwoneedtofuckeachother.



Shaka-mayathreesomebabe.

Zee-evenbetter...

Nelly-(laughs)Jesus!!WhydidIbecomefriends

withyouguys.(Takingherphone)letmegeton

Facebook,itbeenlongtimesinceIloggedin.....

Mbali-youbettersendmeafriendrequest.Youtoo

Zee.

Zee-(smiles)okayletmelogintoo.

Shaka-okaythisain'tfair,whyamInotincludedin

thisfacebookfriendrequestthing...

Mbali-izintozabafazileziwenaMelrose.(itawomen

thing)

Shaka-phomanjewenaBafobakufakelani?(Why

areyouincluded?)

ZeeandNellyburstoutlaughing...

Mbali-mxm,justdrive..



Shaka-(laughs)hawu!!!Ithoughtyou'reaG

NellywasgoingthroughFacebookwhenshesaw

shehad30inboxes.Shejustdismisseditbecauseit

usuallyguystellinghersheisbeautifulandallthat

cornyshit.ShewasscrollingthroughFacebook

whenshecameacrossapictureofSbaniandNoma

feedingthebirds.Shesmiledlookingatthepicture.

ShenoticedthepicturewaspostedbyNtombenhle

Zulu,theynotfriendsbutbecauseshetaggedhim,

shewasabletoseethepicture.Sheremembered

theirsillyconfrontation,shefoundherselfmissing

him.Shedialedhisnumber...

Ringing....

Toherdisappointmentitsentherstraightto

voicemail.Shesighed."Washestillangry?"....

Oneandhalfhours.......



Sheparkedhercar,Zeegotoutandshefollowed.

TheyhadjustdroppedShakaandMbalibytheoffice

wheretheylefttheircars.Theydecidedtosleepover

atherapartmentbecauseitwascloserthandriveto

Amanzimtotiwherehermom'shouseis.Whenshe

wasabouttoopenthedoor,shenoticedathegreen

buttonflashing,indicatingthedoorisn'tlocked.She

openedthedoorandtheygotinside...

Zee-youleftthedoorunlocked?

Nelly-ummmno....

Astheywalkedthroughthepassage,theystopped

bytheloungeandfoundSbanisittedwithhishead

down...

Zee-Iwillgiveyouguyssomespace.I'mtired

anyway.Thankyousomuchfortoday.

Nelly-(smiles)okay.Goodnight...



Shesmiledatherandleftthemthere.Shedropped

herbagonthefloorandslowlywalkeduptohim.

Shemadehimsitupandsatonhislap....

Nelly-I'msorry...

Sbani-(lookingather)(placehishandonherlower

back)Ineedtobesomewhere.Nomaishere,sheis

sleepinginyourroom.

Nelly-whatgoing...

Sbani-pleaseNellynotnow.Justtakecareofmy

daughterforme.Sheneedstobeatschool7:30am.

Ifamnotbackbymorningpleasedrivehertoschool.

Hepickedherupandsatheronthecouch.Hestood

upandtookhiscarkeys...

Sbani-Ihavetogo.Goodnight...



Withthatsaid,hewalkedoutonher,leavingher

confused...

Shegotupandwenttoherbedroomandfound

Nomasleepingsoundly.Shewalkedtowardsthebed

andsatnexttoher.Shebrushedherforehead,she

lookedsomuchlikeherfather,buttookNtombi's

complexion.Butherbushyeyebrowsandmouthare

ofherfather's.Shekissedherforeheadandwentto

herbathroomtochange....

InsideSbani'scar...

HeisonthephonewithBless...

Sbani-iseverythingsorted?

Bless-yeahman...(sighs)wehadtosedateherso

wecouldmovehertothelocation.

Sbani-andthehouse?



Bless-spotclean.TomorrowIwillhavetoreplace

thevaseandflowers,wealsoneedtoreplacethe

guestroomdoor.

Sbani-good!!!Everythinghastolooklikeitneverwas

touched.

Bless-Iwillsendyouthelocationnow.

Sbani-thanksman...

Hehangsup...

Unedited...
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ATTHEREMOTELOCATION....

Bless-sohowlongareyoukeepingherhere?

Sbani-untilherbruisesheal,didthedoctorclean

thatcut?



Bless-yeah,itwasasmallcut,nothingserious.

(Lookingathim)whatreallyhappened?

Sbani-(looksbackathim)(shakinghishead)really

man?Ican'tbelieveyougivingmethelookrightnow.

Ididn'tdoshittoher.

Bless-listenman,Ijustwanttoknowwhat

happened,sheisbruised.Iknowyouwouldn't

intentionallyhurther.Maybesomethingsnapped

and...

Sbani-(laughssarcastically)yeah,yeahblame

everythingonthebipolarguy.Jesus!!Ican'tbelieve

outofallpeople,youactuallybelieveIwoulddothat

toawoman.

Hewalksawayfromhimandfrustratedlykicksa

chairandbrusheshisheadstressfully....

Bless-(walkingtowardshim)lookman,I'msorry....it

justI'veseenthatothersideofyou,itnotapretty

sight.Idon'twanttobringupwhathappenedthat



nightbutIjustwanttoknowifdidanythingthat

happenedtodaytriggeranythinginsideyou.

Sbani-(sitsonthecouch,facingdown)I'mnota

monster,I'mnotakillereither.Whathappenedthat

nightstillshauntsme.AndIknowIwillneverrest

untilItellherfamilywhereherbodyis.

Bless-youdidn'tburyheralonebrother.Iwaswith

you,remember?

Sbani-butitwasmyhandsthatkilledher....

Itwassilentforafewminutes,bothmen

rememberingthatfaithfulnightthattheirwholelives

changed,wellmaybenotmuchforBless,because

hewasjustanaccessorytomurder.Thoughheisa

guywho'sworkisnotinlinewiththelaw,hehas

neverkilledanyone.....

Bless-whathappenedtonight?

Hetookadeepbreath,heshookhisheadlaughing



sarcastically.Afterafewminutes,hestarted

narratingeverythingthathappened,fromthesigning

ofpapers,towhentheywereattheparkandfinally

hetoldhimwhathappenedwhentheygotback

home...

Bless-(defeated)wow!!!!

Sbani-(shakinghishead)sheplayedonmy

emotions,sheknewexactlywhattosayandwhere

topush.Shedidn'tcarehowIwouldhavefeltafterI

haddoneallthosethingstoher.Inthatsickheadof

her,doesshereallythinkIenjoydoingthatto

women.SureIhavepreferencesduringsex,Ilikeit

hardandroughsometimes,butIdon'tdoittohurt

someone.(Lookingathim)Icouldhavekilledher,I

couldhavekilledthemotherofmychild(blinksthe

tearsaway)sheissoselfish,Iwillneverforgiveher

forthis.Forsomeonewhostudiedtohelppeople

learntoforgivethemselvesandliveapeacefullife,

shedidtheoppositetome,shewantedtocreatea

monsteroutofme...



Bless-doyouthinkshewantedyoutodoallthatto

her,soshecanturnbackandsayyou...Youraped

her?

Sbani-Idon'tthinkso.....(thinking)...maybe,after

this,Ican'treallyputitpassher...

Bless-Ijustcan'tbelievethatshecoulddothat.I

meanweknowNtombi,wewenttovarsitywithher,

wewerethereforherwhenherboyfriendabusedher

andlefthertodie.Wenearlykilledthatguy,nowshe

isaskingyoutobehim,tobethemonsterhewasto

her.Didsheevergetcounselingforherabuse.

Sbani-shesaidshedid.I'mnotreallysure,wewere

notdatingatthetime.Ididn'treallyconfirmifshe

didornot,Ijusttookherwordforit.

Bless-sowhatwillyoudoifshefilesforcustody?

Sbani-(annoyed)whensheleavesthisplace,that

wouldbethelastthingonhermind.(Lookingathim)

wegoingtomakesurewegetthatcustodyshitout

hermind.

Bless-(sighs)wheredidyoutakeNomato?



Sbani-sheiswithNelly.

Bless-(raisinghiseyebrow)wasthatawisedecision?

Whynottakehertoyourparents?

Sbani-theywillaskalotofquestions.Besides,the

lessIseeofmyparentsthebetterfornow.

Bless-sowherewillNomabestaying?

Sbani-withNelly.

Bless-didyoudiscussthiswithher?

Sbani-NO....(looksathim)...don'tgivemethatlook.

Iknowsheisyoursisterbutsheismywoman.

Bless-justdiscussitwithher.Shewillbemore

welcomingtotheideaifshefeelslikeshehasasay

tothediscussion.Webothknowshehasnochoice

butshedoesn'thavetoknowthat.

Sbani-(laughs)areyougivingmerelationshiptips?

Bless-(laughs)NoI'msavingyourassfromarguing

withapregnantwoman,whoiscarryingababy

who'sfatherhasbipolargenes...

Sbani-(gavehimthelook)....



Bless-(looksathim)toosoonneh......

Sbani-waytosoon...

ATMA'SIWELA'SHOUSE...

Donjustcameouttheshower,hehadhislowerpart

ofthebodywrappedinatowel.Hisupperbodywas

stilldrippingwater.Helookedlikeadream.He

walkedtothekitchen,pouringhimselfsomejuice,

Mthokowalkedinsidethekitchen,rubbinghiseyes.

Whenhesawhisfatherhalfnakedinhismom's

kitchen,instantlyinthatmomenthebecamefully

awake...

Mthoko-whatthefuck?...

Don-(sippinghisjuice)likewhatyouseeson?

Mthoko-whatthefuckareyoudoinghere?Worse

halfnakedinmymother'skitchen...

Don-(finishinghisjuice)Mindyourlanguageson



beforeIcutthatdirtytongueoutyourmouth.

Mthoko-(sighs)I'msorry...Butbacktotheissueat

hand,whatareyoudoinghere?

Don-lasttimeIcheckedthisismywife'shouse.

Mthoko-ex-wifedad..

Don-idon'tremembersigninganydivorcepapers.

Thereisnodivorceinourcultureson.

Ma'Siwelawalksinsidethekitchenwearingher

nudeslikgown,showingofhermilkysmoothlegs.

Donsmilesatthesightinfrontofhim,healways

lovedthiswoman.Shewalkstothefridge,pours

herselfsomejuice,kissesDononthecheek...

Mthoko-(eyesout)...

MaSiwela-(looksatherson)...(looksatDon)and

thenkwenzenjaningalo?(What'supwithhim?)

Don-(shrugs)(spanksherbutt)Iwillorderbreakfast

forus.



Hekissedhercheekandwalkedoutthekitchen.

MaSiwelafinishedherjuiceandlookedatherson...

MaSiwela-yini?(What?)

Mthoko-whatisallthis?

MaSiwela-isthisyourhouse?

Mthoko-No,but...

MaSiwela-yourfirstanswerwascorrect,thisisn't

yourhouse.

Withthatsaid,sheleaveshimstandingtherewith

hiseyesopen.Hequicklygoestohisroomanddials

Nelly'snumber...

Ringing...

Nelly-myBafo...



Mthoko-Ijustsawmomanddadhalfnakedinthe

kitchenshowingoff...

Nelly-(laughs)knowingthem,I'msuretheybrushed

youoff..

Mthoko-don'tlaughthisisserious,myeyesare

traumatisedrightnow.

Nelly-(laughs)what'sthefussabout,youknowthey

bothadultsandtheypracticallymarried.

Mthoko-itjustsowrong.(Closinghiseyes)whyare

younotshockedaboutthis?

Nelly-(rollseyes)whodoyouthinkhasbeenfucking

ourmotherallthistime.(Laughs)Ithinktheyhavea

physicalrelationship.Whatdidyouthinkmademe

moveoutinthefirstplace?Dudeyousobehind..

Mthoko-WHAT?!!!....Youtellingmethishasbeen

goingonsinceforever?

Nelly-(laughs)yeah,don'tworryyouwillgetoverit.

Nhlanhlagotoveritaswell.

Mthoko-JesuswhyamIalwaysthelastpersonto

knowthingsinthisfamily.



Nelly-(laughs)byebro,Iloveyou.

Mthoko-loveyoutoosis...

ATNELLYSAPARTMENT...

Shelaughedshakingherhead,sheplacedherphone

ontheside.Shelookedattheclockonthesideof

herbedanditwas6:20am.ShelookedatNoma,

whowasstillpeacefullysleeping.Shesmiledand

gotoutthebed.ShefoundZenandemaking

breakfastatthekitchen...

Nelly-(scratchingherhead)really?Yougoodand

readytogoatthistime?Whattimedidyouactually

wakeup?

Zee-(smiles)4:30ambabygirl.

Nelly-(lookingatherlikesheiscrazy)I'mgoingto

pretendthatIdidn'tjusthearyousaythat.Ineeda

hugefavourbabygirl,canyoupleasepreparelunch

boxforNoma,andironherschoolclothesforme,



whileIbatheher.

Zenandeloweredtheheatonthestovesignaledher

tolookatthecounter,sheturnedherheadandsaw

aalreadymadelunchbox,withceremangojuice,

snackbarandanappleontheside...

Zee-Ialreadyironedherschooluniform,Ialso

checkedhertimetableinsideherbag,luckilyshehad

itonherfilesoshehasnogymtoday.Ijustwiped

herschoolshoes,wedon'thavepolish.

Nelly-(surprised)wow!!!...Youdidallthatthis

morning,byyourself,whydidn'tyouwakemeup?

Zee-(smiles)itnothingreally.Iusedtodoitforme

andThabobackathome.Letjustsayitinmyblood

now.

Nelly-(smiles)thankyousomuch.Youreallylifted

theweightoffmyshoulders..

Zee-don'tmentionitsis,Iknowyouwoulddomore

forme..



Shesmiledandturnedtogotoherroombut

stoppedandturnedlookingather...

Nelly-howdidyouknowNomawashere?

Zee-(laughs)Iheardyouguystalkyesterday.

Nelly-ohokay...

Zee-beforeyougo,(lookingather)youwillbea

greatmom,don'tbedisappointedbynotbeinglike

everyotherwomenwhoparentingjustcomes

naturaltothem.Youwilllearnalongtheway.

Shemovedtowardsherandhuggedhertightly...

Nelly-thankyousomuch.

Zee-(smiles)nowgoplaymommy..

Nelly-(laughs)hahahaIhopeitfortodayonly.Iwill

lovetospendtimewiththekidbutIcan'tdoit



withoutNtombi'spermission.IknowIwouldn'twant

mychildwithanotherwoman.

Zee-yeahyouhaveapoint...

Shewalkedbacktoherroomandfeltbadthatshe

hastowakeherupwhenshewassleepingso

peacefully....

Nelly-(softlyshakingher)babywakeup...wakeup

honey...

Nomaturned,andwhinedalittle...

Noma-2secondsmommy...

Nelly-(laughs)2secondsisover,wakeupbaby...

Recognizingthevoicewasnotofhermother's,she

rubbedhereyesopeningthem...



Noma-(frowns)whoareyou?Whereismommyand

daddy?

Sherubbedhereyesagain,andlookedatNelly,

rememberingherface...

Noma-daddy'sfriend?

Nelly-(sighsinrelief)yesbaby(smiled)you

rememberme.Mommyanddaddywantedmeto

takecareofyouokay.

Noma-didtheycatchthebadguy?

Nelly-badguy?...uhmmyeah,nowwakeupandlet's

getyoureadyforschool....

Shegotoutthebed,Nellyheldherhandasthey

madetheirwaytothebathroom...



45minuteslater...

SheparkedhercaratNoma'sschoolandunbuckled

herseatbelt.Zenandegotoutthecartoo.She

openedthebackdoorandunbuckletheseatbeltfor

Noma.Shehelpedhimoutthecar...

Nelly-(squatting)(smiled)okaybabybeagoodgirl

today.

Noma-(rollseyes)I'malwaysagoodgirl.

Zee-(laughs)rememberwhatItoldyouokay?

Noma-(laughs)yes..

Nelly-(lookingatNoma)whatdidshetellyou?

Noma-(laughs)nothing...

Nelly-(smiles)okay.Listenbabylookformycar

whenitpickuptimeokay?

Noma-(sad)daddyisnotcoming?

Nelly-(sighs)daddywillseeyouathomebaby.Will



youbeabletoremembermycar?

Noma-(rollseyes)I'mnotababy.OfcourseIwill.

Nelly-(laughs)okayyounglady.CanIhaveahug?

Noma-(smiled)(huggingher)bye.

SheturnedtoZee,theydidtheirpersonalshake.

Zee-seeyoulaterbug.

Noma-Yeeeyy!!!

Sherantowardstheschoolentrancedoors...

Nelly-yougoodwithher..

Zee-(smiles)sheisalreadywarminguptoyou.

Nelly-shejustnaturallyclickedwithyou.

(Sighs)(touchingherbelly)isthishowitwillbewith

mychildtoo,willmybabytaketimetoconnectwith

me?



Zee-(sighs)justletgoofallthevoicesinsideyour

head.Relaxandstopoverthinkingthings....

30minuteslater.....

InsideNelly'scar......

ShejustcamefromdroppingZenandeoffcampus...

Herphonevibrated,connectedviaBluetooth,she

answered...

Nelly-hello..

Sbani-hey...

Nelly-(sighs)hey...

(Silent)......



Sbani-whereareyou?

Nelly-justdroppedZeeofcampus,I'mdrivinghome

now.

Sbani-drivetoMusgrave.Iwillmeetyouthere.

Hehangedup...

Nelly-thismanwillbetheendofme....
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ATTHEREMOTELOCATION

BlessopenedthedoortotheroomwhereNtombi

waslockedup,hehadwithhimclothesforto

change.Shesatupthebedandlookedathim...

Ntombi-(lookingathim)I'mguessingyounothere

tohelpme.



Bless-(placedthebagwithclothesontheside)Igot

youclothestochangein.Ididn'tknowwhatyou

likedsoIgrabbedwhatIcouldinsideyourcloset.

Insidethebathroom I'msureyounoticedallthe

essentials,Sbanimadesuretobuyyouallyour

favourites.

Ntombi-isthatsupposetomakemefeelbetter?

(Fakesmiles).

Bless-No,butitshouldmakeyoucomfortable.

Ntombi-howthehellwouldIbecomfortablewhen

I'mbeingheldcaptive,whenmydaughterisleft

alonesomewhere.

Bless-(sighs)lookIdon'tlikethiseitherbutyoudid

this,youjustpushedtoohard.Justbegreatfulyou

notheldinsomedumpandstarved.

Ntombi-whenamIleavingthisplace?(Looking

around)andwhereamI?

Bless-Sbaniwilldecidehowlongyourstayherewill

be.Myadvisetoyouis,ifyouwanttoleavethis

placesooner,forgetthiswhocustodyshit.



Ntombi-SbaniissickBlessing,don'tactlikeyou

don'tseethat.

Bless-(annoyed)whenexactlydidyoustartknowing

thatheis"sick",you'veknownthismanfor11years

anddatedhimfor7yearsandstayedmarriedwith

himfor4years.Andonlynowhehasdivorcedyou,

finallyyouseeheissickandisunfittobeafatherto

hisdaughter.Whenexactlydidyouknowheissick?

Ntombi-...(silent)....

Bless-Ithoughtasmuch....Idon'tcarewhatshityou

guysfightaboutandIdon'tcare,butwhenitstarts

affectingmygoddaughter,andyouguysstartusing

hertofightyourbattlesthanwehaveaproblem.

Ntombi-(teary)ismydaughterokay?Canyouat

leasttellmethat?

Bless-(sighs)sheisokay....tellyouwhat,afteryou

finishshoweringandeatingbreakfast,wewillcall

theschoolandyoucantalktoNoma.(Lookingather)

Don'tdoanythingstupid.

Ntombi-(smiles,teary)Thankyou...(silent)...canI

callmyparentstoo,Iwassupposetocallthem



yesterday..

Bless-Don'tpushit...

ATMUSGRAVECENTER

Sheparked,gotoutlockinghercarandwalkedto

Sbani'scar.Sheopenedthepassengerdoorandgot

in...

Sbani-(looksather)(frowns)isn'tthathighwaist

Jeanhurtingthebaby.

Nelly-whyamIhere?

Sbani-(sighs)I'msorryaboutyesterday...

Nelly-whichpartofyesterdayareyousorryabout

exactly?

Sbani-(looksather)I'mnotsorryaboutwhat

happenedattheoffice,howeverIamsorryabout

lastnight.Ijustdumpedyouwithmychildanddidn't

bothertoexplainexactlywhatwasgoingon.



Nelly-so,areyougoingtoexplaintomenow?

Sbani-nothere.....

Nelly-thanwhatamIdoinghereSbanisezwe?

Sbani-(sighs)tonight,bereadyby7pm,wegoingto

havedinnerandIwilltellyoueverything.

Nelly-willyou....Willyoutellmeaboutyourdreams

too?

Sbani-(swallowed)(holdsherhand)pleasedon'task

meaboutmydreams.Iwon'tbeabletotellyou.

Nelly-(sighs)willyoubeabletotellmesomeday?

Sbani-(Fakesmiles)yeah...Imissedyou.

Nelly-(smiles)Imissedyoutoo..(frowns)...

Sbani-(noticedthefrownonherface)whatwrong?

Nelly-(removesherhandfromhis)Idon'tlikethe

wayyoutalkedtomeattheoffice,Ihateitwhenyou

dismissmeanddictatewhatIshouldandshould

notdo.IknowI'mpregnantwithtwinsbutI'mnot

disable,Iwouldunderstandifyouactedthiswayand

iwas7/8months.ButrightnowI'mstillcapableof



doingthingsbymyself.I'mahandsonwomanand

youknowthis,(looksathim)Ilovethestrong,

muscularandaggressivesideofyoubutIhateit

whenyouuseittooverpowerme.

Sbani-(sighs)I'msorry.

Shesighedandgotupfromherseat,shestruggleda

littlebuteventuallysucceededwithSbani'shelp,she

satonhislapandfacedhim...

Nelly-(placesherhandsonhischest)yesterdayI

realisedthatwereallydon'tknoweachother.

Sbani-whatdoyoumean?

Nelly-Imean,idon'tknowwhatyoulikeanddon't

like,Idon'tknowwhatisSbanisezweoutsidethe

office.Therearesomanymissingpuzzlesto

completethispictureofus.Iwanttogettoknow

you.

Sbani-sowhatareyousaying?

Nelly-(sighs)I'msaying,sinceyounowdivorced,I



thinkyoushouldstartlookingforaplacetostay,

settlein,(looksathim)don'tgivemethatlook...

Sbani-(holdsherwaist)ifyouwantustoknoweach

other,whydoyouwantsustoliveseparate?

Shouldn'twestaytogethersowecanachievethe

"Gettingtoknoweachother"

Nelly-no,werushedthingsSbani,inlessthan6

monthsofknowingeachotherandalreadythereisa

pregnancy,weneedtostartbeingresponsible.

Sbani-(rollseyes)sowhatdoyousuggestwedo?

Nelly-wewillstarttonightwiththisdinner.(Sighs)

weneedtobehonestabouthowwefeel,whatwe

wantandwherewegoing.Nothingshouldbeleftout,

wellexpect"Whathappensinyourdreams"that

shouldbetheonlythingyouwillbekeepingfromme,

anythingelseyouhavetotellme.Ipromisetobe

honestwithyoutoo.

Sbani-(swallowed)okay...(Frenchkissesher)...

Afterafewminutes...



Nelly-(breakthekiss)I'mserious.Deal?

Sbani-(sighs)deal.....(silentlylooksather)...You

knowwillneverhurtyouintentionallyright?

Nelly-(staresintohiseyes)Iknow....(placeshis

righthandtoherchestandhisleftonhersmall

bump)weareyou...

Sbani-(smiles)weaddingthelittleguytothemix

now.

Nelly-(laughs)thereistwoofthem,youkeep

forgetting.

Sbani-(staresrightbackather)....

Swallowinglookingather,hecrashesherintoatight

hug...

Sbani-Iamyoubabe.Iamallofyou.....



ATUMHLANGANETCAREHOSPITAL

MaSiwelaandDonenterLungieysroom,theywalk

towardsthebabyandlungiey,assoonasMa'Siwela

seeslittlebabyZisandalayingontheside,wrapped

upinapinkblanket,sheinstantlybecomesteary...

MaSiwela-ohmyGod!!!....Sheisbeautiful.Lookat

howsmallandcutesheis.

Ma'Nxumalo-(laughs)sawubonasisi..

Shelooksup,shehasbeensoconsumedbyher

grandchild,shefailedtoevennotice,Lungieysmom

wasintheroom...

MaSiwela-(smiles)ngiyaxolisadadewethu(I'msorry,

mysister)Ididn'tnoticeyouwerehere.

MaNxumalo-Idon'tblameyou,(smiles)Iwasworse

thanyouwhenIsawher.Myfirstgrandchild.



Don-(smiles)okay,Iguessthegrandfatherandthe

baby'smotherareinvisible.

Theyalllaugh...

MaSiwela-(looksatLungiey)howareyou?

Lungiey-(looksdown)I'mokaymama.

MaSiwela-(sighs)youdon'thavetohidethatyou

happybaby.Idon'thateyou.Ihavearighttoscold

youbecauseItakeyouasmyowndaughter.We

scoldyouaboutsuchthingsbecausewedon'twant

youmakingthesamemistakeswemade.Luckyfor

youmyson'slovesyou.Nowbehappy,thisismost

joyfulphaseofyourlifebaby.

Lungiey-(sniffs)Thankyoumama...

MaSiwela-(lookingatthebaby)Eymarayoushould

begreatfulofmywhitegenes,nganizalelaizingane

ezinhlekwaKhoza(Ibirthedbeautifulchildrenfor

theKhozafamily),bukanimanjeyougivingbirthto

beautifulbabiestoo,allbecauseofmygenes.



TheylaughedandcontinuedtoadmirebabyZisanda

andlaughwheneverDonorMaSiwelasaid

somethingsilly...

1hourlater....

Simienteredtheroom,Lungieywasasleepand

babyZisandawasawakeonhersmallbedbeside

hermother.Simiquietlywalkedtowardsbaby

Zisandaandlookedather.....

Shedisconnectedthealertpressbuttonandquietly

wentbacktostandnexttoBabyZisanda'sbed

staringdownather.Hersmalleyesstaredbackat

thewomanwhowaslookingather,hersmallmouth

curvingintoasmallsmile,whileshelightlykicked

herlegs.....

ATTHEREMOTELOCATION



Thedooropened,Blesswalkedin...

Bless-areyoudoneeating?

Ntombi-uhmmyes...

Bless-(signalingsomeoneoutside)...

Amiddleagedwomancameinandcollectedthe

dishes.Ntombilookedatherbutthewomankept

herheaddown,shegatheredallthedishesand

walkedout...

Ntombi-whoisthat?

Bless-thatnotyourconcern.Changeofplans,we

won'tbecallingtheschoolanymore..

Ntombi-(teary)butI...

Bless-Nomawillbecominghere.Sbaniwillpickher

upafterschoolandbringherhere.Youallowedto



movefreelyaroundthehouse,(stopsandlooksat

her)DON'Ttryandescapebecauseyouwon't

succeed.

Withthatsaid,hewalkedoutleavingthedoor

opened...

ATMUSGRAVECENTER

NellyandSbanihavebeenstrollingaroundthemall

forthepastfewhours.Shehadboughtfewthings

alongtheway,theywereheadingtotheparking

whentheybumpedintoMosesandhistwobody

guardsattheexitdoor...

Sbani-(annoyed)yougottobeshittingme.

Nelly-(playfullyhitshim)(smiles)behave.

Moses-(smiles)hellondodakazi

Nelly-(smiles)MrGasa..



Moses-(laughs)whathappenedtocallingmedad?

Nelly-(laughs)okaydad.(Sbaninudgesher)I'dlove

tochatbutweinahurry.

Moses-(frownlookingatSbani)ohyouagain

Sbani-(staresathim)yesmeagain.

Nelly-uhmmgoodtoseeyouMrGasa.

SheholdsSbani'shandanddragshimouttothe

parking,withSbanismirking...

Moses-(lookingathismen)getmeeverythingthere

istoknowaboutthatguy...
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ATUMHLANGANETCAREHOSPITAL

BabyZisandamadesmallbabysoundsasSimikept

staringather.Shespreadoutherhandstopickthe



babyup.BabyZisandacontinuedtomakesmall

babysounds.Simiwalkedtothecouchandsatwith

her.Shekeptstaringatthebaby,shewasbeautiful,

shesmiledforthefirsttimelookingatthebaby.

Lungieyturnedtoherbaby'sbed,openinghersleepy

eyesshenoticedtheemptybed.Withapounding

heart,inthatinstantshebecamefullyawakeand

quicklysatuplookingaroundtheroom,hereyes

landingonSimi,onthecouchwithherbabyonher

arms,staringrightatherbabywithintenseeyes.

Reliefwashoverher,butshewasnotall

comfortablewiththesightinfrontofher,sheknew

Simiwasakindheartedsoul,butanythingwas

possiblewithascornedwoman.Simiwatchedher

fromthecornerofhereyeasshesearchedforthe

alertpressbutton....

Simi-(stillstaringatthebaby)don'tbotherpressing

thatthing.Idisconnectedit.

Lungiey-(heartbeatingfast)whatareyoudoinghere?

Simi-(smilesatthebaby)she'sbeautiful......



(touchinghernose)verybeautiful.

Lungieylookedather,notknowinghowtorespond

tothat."Wasitevenaquestion"or"Wasshejust

talkingtoherself"

Simi-shelookslikeNkosana.

Lungiey-uhmmmyeahNhlanhlasaidthesame

thing.

Simi-(looksupatLungiey)HasNhlanhlatoldyou

whenheplansonpayingLobolaforyou?

Lungiey-uhmmno...

Simi-wellitneedstobesoon.Weneedtostart

discussinghowthiswholethingisgoingtowork.

(Standingup,walkstowardsherandhandsherthe

baby)youneedtostartlookingathouses,youcan't

raiseababyataflat.Ifyoucan'taffordahouse

rightnow,meandNhlanhlacantakemoneyfromthe

jointaccountandmeetyouhalfway.Youalsoneed

togivemeyourdetailssowecanaddyouonthe



jointaccount.Iwillexplainfurtherwhatexactlythe

jointaccountisforwhenyououthere.Thereis

somethingIneedtotellyouboth.Sopleasegetin

touchwithmeassoonasyougetoutofhere.

Sheturnedandtookherhandbagfromthecouch

walkedtothedoor,Lungieycalledhername,she

stoppedandturnedtoher...

Lungiey-(takesadeepbreath)thankyou...

Simi-forwhat?Areyouthankingmeforsleeping

withmyhusbandandgettingpregnant?Orareyou

thankingmefornotbeinggoodenoughforNhlanhla

sohecouldloveyoumore,whatisitthatyou

thankingmefor?.....

Lungieylookeddowninshame,thiswouldbemuch

moreeasyisshedidn'tknowSimi,orifSimihada

coldheart.ButSimihadaheartofgold,hurtinga

personlikeSimiknewhadconsequences,shehard



tolivewithherguiltandwaitforherkarma.

Simi-youdon'thavetothankme.Afterallyou

gettingeverythingyoueverwanted.(Sighs)atleast

oneofusgetstobehappywiththemanwelove.

Lungiey-Ithinkhelovesyoutoo..

Simi-(shakingherhead)DON'T....Idon'tneedyouto

pityme.I'mnotdoingthisforyou,I'mdoingallthis

forNkosana.Mysonneedstogrowupwithbothhis

parentsinhislife,heneedstobuildastrongbond

withhissister,heneedstolovehissisterwithout

restrictions.NkosanaisnotZisanda'shalfbrother,

heisherbrother.Thefamilywebuildingtherewillbe

no"halfbrother,halfsisterormom,stepmom.My

sonwillcallyoumom,yourdaughterwillcallme

mom.IhopeyoucanlearntolovemysonjustlikeI

willloveyourdaughter.(Takesadeepbreath)for

thistowork,weneedtobuildsomekindof

friendship,itwon'thappenovernightbutforthe

sakeofourchildren,wewillgetthere.

Lungiey-(teary)I'msosorrySimi,IknowwhatIdidis



unforgivablebutbelievemewhenIsay,I'msorryfor

hurtingyou.

Simi-Idon'tneedyoursorry.Ineedtoknowifyou

withme,soareyouwithme?

Lungiey-(sniffs)yeah...

Simi-Good.....(silent)....onemorethingLungile,you

knowIwillhavesexwithmyhusband,throughitall,

I'mstillawoman,myneedsstillneedtobecathered

for.(Lookingather)

Lungiey-(swallowed)yeah...

Simi-Good.....Iwillbewaitingtohearfromyou...

ATTHEREMOTELOCATION

Thedooropened,SbaniandNomaenteredinside

thehouse....

Noma-(lookingaround)daddywho'shouseisthis?



Sbani-Uncle'sBlessprincess.

Noma-(eyesout)wooooo!!!uncleBlesslivesunder

theground?

Sbani-shhhhh!!!Yeshedoes,butyoucan'ttell

anyoneevenmommy,Okay?Itoursecretagain.

Noma-(smiles)okaydaddy.

Theyheldhandsastheymadetheirwaytowhatwas

theloungeroom.TheminuteNoma'seyeslandedon

Ntombi,shedroppedherfather'shandandrantoher

mother...

Noma-(screaming)MOMMY!!!!!!

Ntombiturnedtoher,excitedtoseeherdaughter,

tearsautomaticallyrandownhercheeks,shestood

upandmetherhalfway,squattinginfrontofherand

huggingherdaughtertightlycrying...



Ntombi-ohmybaby....

Noma-whyareyoucryingmommy?(Wipeshertears)

Ntombi-(sniffs)(smiles,crying)I'mcryingbecauseI

missedyouandmommyishappytoseeyou.

(Brusheshershoulders)

Noma-oh,ImissedyoutoomommybutI'mnot

crying.

Ntombi-(laughs)(sniffs)wellIguessmommyis

suchabigcrybabyhuh?!(Ticklingher)

Noma-(giggling)yeahsheis.

Thewomanfromearlieroncametotheloungeand

stoodfurtherfromwhereNtombiandNomawhere...

Sbani-babygowithMam'Joyhere,youneedtoget

outthoseschoolclothesandeat.

Ntombi-(holdingNoma)(sniffs)canIdoallthat,I

justwanttobewithher,Imissedhersomuch.

(LooksatSbani)please?



Sbani-(sighs)okay....Mam'joypleasetakeNoma

whereMrsZulu'sroomis,shewillbethereina

minute,Ijustneedtotalktoher.

Ntombi-babygowithMam'Joy,Iwillbewithyou

now,now.

Noma-Okay...

SheranandheldMam'Joy'shandastheymadetheir

waytowhereNtombiwaslockedup...

Ntombi-(sniffs)thankyouforbringingher.

Sbani-youstillhermother.Shewillspendthenight.

Ntombi-whenamIleavingthisplace?

Sbani-whenyouhavehealedandyouhavechanged

yourattitude.

Ntombi-Iwon'tbefilingforcustody,SbaniIwas

angryokay.

Sbani-ofcourseyouwon't.(Walkingtowardsher,

leavinganinchbetweenthem)youwouldn'twantthe



worldtoknowyou'reanaddictnow,nojudgecan

grantcustodytoajunkie.

Ntombi-(confused)butIdon'tusedrugs,I'mnota

junkie.

Sbani-Youright,younotone.Butinhereyoucanbe

whateverIwantyoutobe,sothreadcarefully.Drop

thecustodythreatsandstopthebullshitifyoustill

wanttobeamothertoourdaughterandifyoustill

wanttopracticewithyourlicense.

Ntombi-youwouldn't,everyonewillknowsomething

iswrong.

Sbani-(laughs)ohhoney,Iwould,youknowIwould.

Andwhoiseveryone?Youherenow,whereisthat

"everyone"youtalkingabout?Justtrymebabe.

Timeforsomeintrospectiondarling,besmart,use

thatbrainofyours.

Ntombi-you'reLuciferhimself.

Sbani-(holdsherbyhersmallwaist)Iknow

sweetheart,Iknow.(Kissesherforehead)iasked

Blesstobringallyourfiles,soyoucangetstartedon

thatbusinessproposal.



Hewinksatherandleavesherstanding...

ATNELLYSAPARTMENT

Shejustcameoutthebathroom,MbaliandZenande

wesittedonherbed,withtonsofdressesonherbed

andtonsofshoesscatteredonthefloor....

Mbali-(sippingwine)somama,haveyoudecidedon

thedressyet?

Nelly-(shakingherhead)no...

Zee-Kantiwhenyoutookthatrelaxingbathonthe

tub,whatexactlywereyouthinkingabout?

Nelly-(placesherhandsonherwaist)Ifeelnervous

forsomereason.

Mbali-(burstoutlaughing)bitchhowlonghaveyou

beensexingthisman,youevenhavemistake

(pointingatherbelly)toproveit,suddenlyyou



nervousabouthavingdinnerwithhim.

Zee-(laughs)Jesus!Ican't,"Mistake"wheredoyou

getalltheseterms,howdoyoueventhinkofthem.

Nelly-(rollseyes)mybabiesarenotmistakes..

Mbali-(sipsonherwine)whateverbitch.Thedick

wassogood,hissemenshootallthewaytoyour

brain,youevenforgottakingthepill.Sothatright

there(pointingatherbelly)wasn'tplanned.

Nelly-(rollseyes)I'mnotevengoingtowastemy

timewithyouMbali.SowhatdoyouthinkIshould

wearguys?

Zee-uhmmm,howaboutthis..(pickingupa

black,evening,longsleevesbubbledress)

Mbali-(snatchingitfromZee)sheisgoingona

romanticdate,sheisn'tgoingtoanafternoonchurch

service.

Zee-(sipswine)mxm!!Ijustthinkthedresswill

exposeherbeautifultonedyellowlegs.

Mbali-shecanexposeherlegsandstilllook,elegant

andsexy.Howaboutthis,(pickinguptightfittingred



dress,itwasanoffshoulderdress)

Nelly-(looksatthedress)uhmmm,Icouldrock

this....Butbuthehasseenmeinredbefore.Iwant

somethingsimpleandnice.Ijustwanttobesimple

tonight.

Shelookedthroughthedressesonthebedand

spottedablackjustbelowthekneetightfitdress,it

hadthinstrapsandthedresswasbackless.Itwasa

simpledressjustlikeshewanted.Shepickeditup...

Nelly-I'mwearingthis.(Smiles)yesthisisthedress.

Mbali-(boredface)really?Youcouldn'tpickthatout

yourcloset,whatwastheneedtoscatterthese

dresseshereifyougoingtopickthatdress.

Zee-yesilikeit,plusblackwillmakeyoulook

smaller.

Nelly-(frowns)amIbig?(DropsthetowelandLooks

atherselfinthemirror)amIgaining?Ihaveabump

now.



Mbali-youluckyyougotabeautifulbody,you

allowedtogetnakedinfrontofusanytime.

Zee-(smiles)younotbig,butyourbumpisvisible.

(Dismissestheweightissue,beforeshefreaksout)

sowhatshoesareyouwearing?

Nelly-uhmmummIwillweartheblack6inchblock

peeptoeheel.I'mpregnantnow,myfeeteasilyget

tired.

Halfandhourlater.....

Shelookedatherselfinthemirrorsatisfiedwithher

look.Sheleftherhaironitnaturalcurls.Soithad

volume.Kepthermakeupnaturalaspossible,no

lipstickjustherstrawberrylipgloss.Thiswasas

naturalasshe

shecanget...

Zee-youlookbeautiful..



Mbali-(sipsonher5thglassofwine)youlooklike

you'reonyourwaytoNtombi'sfuneral.

Zenandeburstoutlaughing,shelaughedsohard

thatshefellfromthebedhittingthefloorstill

laughing...

Zee-(holdingherbelly)Jesus!!!Mbali,whoisyour

mother?Ican'twithyou.

Nelly-(laughs)yousostupid.

Mbali-(smiles)youlookbeautifulfriend.Butyou

lookyoungerwithouttoomuchmakeup.IthinkIlike

thislook.

Nellysphonevibrates,itSbani...

"I'mdownstairs"



Nelly-(gatheringherpurse)(takeadeepbreath)heis

here...

Zee-youbettergetlaid(winksather)

Nelly-whatisadatewithoutsome,sometoenda

beautifulnight.

Mbali-isn'tthissupposetobeyourfirstdate,you

don'tdropyourpantiesonyourfirstdate.

Zee-(laughs)hhayisuka!!!Leaveher.Mistakeis

alreadyinsidethebelly.Theynowgoingtomake

"deliberate"

Theyallburstoutlaughing.....

ATZIMBALI.....

Sbaniparksthecar,hegoestohersideandopens

thedoorforher.Hehelpsheroutthecar.Helooks

thecarwhilesheadmiresthebeautifulestate

houses....



Nelly-(lookingaround)thisisabeautiful

neighborhood.(Looksathim)won'twebelatefor

ourreservations.

Sbani-(smirks)justfollowmemylady.

Heholdsherhandastheymaketheirwaytooneof

thebeautifulestatehouse.Itlookedlikeoneof

thosecabinhouses,exceptthiswastopbilling

material,thehousewasmadeoutofstoneand

glass.Theyreachedthedoor,heopenedforher,she

gotinside,itwasevenmorebreathetakingonthe

inside,theinteriorwasoutofthisworld,butthe

colourswerenotwarm,homelycolours.Thedim

coloursscreamedprofessional,businessand

muscular.Shelikeditthough,theshinywoodenfloor

capturedherattention.Asshewaslookingaround

shesawawallwithblackandwhitepictures,she

walkedtowardsthewallandwhatshesawlefther

speechless....



Nelly-Sbani.....what...whatisthis?Whatgoingon?

Hehasbeenlookingathersmilingthiswholetime.

Hewillforevercherishthefaceshemadewhenshe

sawthepicturesofher,theirbabiesultrasound

picturesandpicturesthattheytooktogetheralong

withBlessandNomvelo.ThewallalsohadNoma's

pictures,Noma'sultrasoundpictureaswell.There

wasapictureofNtombi,Nomaandhimtoo.Itwas

thedayNomagotbaptized.Therewasalsoapicture

ofthethreeofthemwhenNomawasstillatthe

hospitalandwhensheturnedone...

Sbani-(holdsherhand)yousaidthefirstthingI

shoulddoisgetmyownplace.WellIdid.

Nelly-(smiles)Ididn'tthinkyouwouldgetitthisfast.

Sbani-well,Ikinderalreadyownedthisplace.Me

andBlesshaveapropertybusinessontheside,

Majorityofthehouseshereheownsthem.Wellhe

ownsmajorityofthebusiness.Ionlyhave30%onit.

Thisishowhecleanshis....(hestopped).WellIwill



tellyouallaboutthisbusinessoneday.

Nelly-(teary)andthepictures?Ohmygod!!They

beautiful,(playfullyhittinghiminthechest)youtook

picturesofmeasleep.

Sbani-(holdsherwaist)youlookyourbestwhenyou

sleepingpeacefully.(Sighs)Ihopeyou'renot

offendedbythepictureswithNtombionthem.It

just..

Nelly-(placesherfingeronhislips)youdon'thaveto

explain.Iunderstand.Shewaspartofyourlife,she

stillisbecauseofNoma.Ican'tfaultyouonthat.I

respectherplaceinyourlife,aslongassheisn'tin

yourbed.

Sbani-(smirks)wellyougotmeinyourbedwhileI

wasstillrightfullyhers.

Nelly-(staresathimblankly)...

Sbani-toosoon...

Nelly-waytoosoonbabe.....

Sbani-(laughs)Okay,wellcanIgetmykissnow

woman.



ShesmiledandtheyFrenchkissed....

ATNELLYSAPARTMENT....

ZenandeandMbaliweregoingtospendthenight

together.Theyplannedoncatchingupwiththeir

favouriteseries"BeingMaryJane".Theyhad

everythingsetupatthelounge.Popcorn,theirtwo

bottleofwhiteandredwine.Sourjellybabies.Anda

tubofTinrooficecream.Mbaliwasalreadyseated

onthecouch,Zenandecamecarryingagreyfluffy

throw,shehandedittoMbali....

Zee-Iforgettotakemyglassfromthekitchen.

Mbali-youneedtohurryup.Iwanttopressplaynow.

Shegotupfromthecouch,hershortnightdress,

flippedupwhenshestoodup,exposingherwhite



buttcheeks,Mbalistaredatherbuttcheeksandran

hereyesdowntohersexysmoothLillywhitelegs.

"Shewasperfect"....

Zenandecamebackandshegotunderthethrow,

shemovedclosertoMbali,theirbaretighstouching.

Theypressedplayandbegantowatch..

Mbali-sowhereisMelrose?

Zee-Idon'tknow,Ilastsawhimonlunchtime,he

cametocampus...

...(silent)...

Zee-whereisBruce?

Mbali-Idon'tknow,Ilastsawhim,thedaywecame

backfromMpangeni...



...(silent)...

Mbali-isthisthingbetweenyouandShakaserious?

Zee-(sipsherwine)No!!!Idon'tdorelationships,too

muchwastedemotions.I'mnotbuilttofallinlove.

...(silent)..

Zee-areyouseriouswithBruce?

Mbali-No,Ijustlovethatheisbig.Ilovetofuckalot.

Ineedaguythatwillfillmeup.Bruceisthatguy.We

justcompanions.

...(silent)...

Zee-Ilovetocumalot...

Mbali-metoo,IloveitwhenIcurlmytoesandfeel

thetinglingsensationbeforeIrelease...



Zenandeplacesherwineglassonthecoffeetable.

Theatmosphereintheroomhasnowchanged.

Mbaligetsupfromthecouchandexcusesherselfto

thebathroom.Shelooksatherselfinthebathroom

mirror,shetouchesherpantiesandtheyarewet...

Mbali-Jesus....

Thebathroomdooropens,Zenandegetsinsidethe

bathroomandstandsbehindMbali.Shelooksather

throughthemirror...

Zee-(lookingatMbali'sfatass)(bitesherlowerlip)

everythingokay?

Mbali-Yeah...

Zee-(movesclosertoher)(rubsherselfonherass)

(bitesherlobe)areyousure?

Mbali-(moansalittle)(leansherheadback)y..e...s....



Shequeezesherfattybehindandherlefthand

brushesherpussyoverherpantiesfabric...

Mbali-(moans)whatareyoudoingZee?

Zee-(bitesherlowerlip,squeezingherfattybehind

evenmoretighter)Idon'tknow,butIlikeit...

Mbali-(moan)ohgod!!!Ilikeittoo...

Theycontinuedtomakeoutrighttherestanding,

whentheybothbegantomoanoutloud.They

stopped...

Zee-(movingback)Ithinkweshouldstop...

Mbali-uhmmmyouright.Letgobacktothelounge...

Zenandeleftfirst,afterafewminutes,Mbali

followedher....



ATZIMBALI...

Theybreakfromeachother'sembrace.Lookingat

eachothereyes,lostinthemoment.Helookedat

herwonderingifafterhetellshereverything,willshe

stilllookathimwiththoseeyesthatarefilledwith

adorationandlove.Yeslove,thoughshehasnever

toldhim,heknowsheloveshim,sheisjustholding

backbecauseoffear.Hislookpierceshersoul.He

alwayslooksatherasifheknowsexactlywhatshe

isthinking,helooksatherasif,heseesthroughher

chesttohernakedheartandcountsexactlythe

numberoftimesherheartbeatsforhim...

Nelly-(bitesherlowerlip)(holdshisshirtwithher

tinyfist)letskipdinner...

Sbani-(smirks)(pressesherbodytohis)what

happenedto(imitatinghervoice)"Sbaniweneedto

gettoknoweachother"



Nelly-(hitshim)Idon'ttalklikethat...

Sbani-(staresather)Iloveyou...

Nelly-(wrapsherarmsaroundhisneck)Ineedyou....

Hesweepsherfromthefloortohisarmsmakingher

excitedlyscreamandwalkswithhertohis

bedroom....

(THERESTOFTHECONTENTWILLBEPOSTEDON

THEGROUP)

"Iloveyou"thosewordskeepringinginhishead.He

can'tbelieveshefinallysaidthosethreewordsto

him.Wrappedinhisgreysilksheets,hereshelays

onhisbarechest.Afteraveryhotandsteamy

session.Everythinghetriestoclosehiseyeshe

remembersthelookinherfacewhenshesaidthose

threewordstohim.Heknownowisthetime.Ifhe

doestellhernow,hedoesn'tthinkhewilleverbe

readytotellher.Hetakesadeepbreatheandhold



hertightly.Blinkingthetearsaway,worriedand

scaredthathemightjustloseher,whenhejust

finallyhadher...

Sbani-(swallows)I'mbipolar...

ATNELLYSAPARTMENT

Theynowonthesixthepisode,justwhenthetension

wasabouttodiedown,asceneofMaryJaneand

Davidfuckingplays.Bothshiftthemselvesonthe

couch,theybothcleartheirthroats.Buttheintense

scenethattheywatching,fuelsthefiretobe

touched,Mbali'shandbrushesoverZenandesthighs,

shelooksather,staringateachother,"whatthehell"

theybothgoforthekill.ZenandereachesforMbali's

shouldersandpullsherfacetoher's,kissesher

slowlythanincreasingherpace,hertongueforcing

intohermouth.Mbalirespondsbypullinghercloser

andpressingherbigtitsagainsthers."Jesus!!"The

feelingwaselectrifyingforthebothwomen...



Zenande-(talkswhilekissingher)letmakethis

interesting...

Mbali-(squeezinghertighs)how?

Zenande-letvideoShakamakingout...

Mbali-(smiles)Igotaevenmorebetteridea.

(Touchingherpussy)letmakethisanorgy...

Zee-(bitesherlip)IwillvideoShaka,youtakecare

ofBruce.

Theykissonelasttime,andclearthetable,taking

theirphonegettingtheguysonboard...

(RESTOFTHECONTENTTOBEPOSTEDONTHE

GROUP)
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ATZIMBALI



Hewaitedforhertorespond,butwhenshedidn't,

hisheartstartedbeatingfast.Unsurewhethershe

heardhimorsheisasleep.Hecalledhernameonce

again,shakingher...

Sbani-Nelly...

Nelly-uhmmm...

Sbani-ungizwileukuthingitheni?(Didyouhearwhat

Isaid?)

Nelly-Yeah....

Sbani-(heartpounding)so?Whatdoyouhavetosay?

Nelly-(sighs)Idon'tknow,whatyouexpectfromme.

Hisheartsank,notknowingwhatexactlywhatsheis

feeling.Shelaidonhischestquiet,digestingwhathe

hadjusttoldher.Feelinghisbodygoingstiffandhis

handsshakingabit.Sheturns,withhernakedbody

ontopofhis,shefaceshim,caressinghisface...



Nelly-(sighs)okay,maybethatcameoutwrong.I

meanIdon'tknowwhatyouexpectedaftertelling

methis.Ifyouthoughtitwouldmakemerunorsee

youdifferentlythanI'msorrytodisappointyou.

Sbani-what...whatareyousaying?

Nelly-(smiles)I'msayingIloveyouidiot.(French

kisseshim)

Afterafewminutes,hepullsbackfromthekissand

pressesherbodytohis...

Sbani-(smiles)howaboutwehavethattalknow?

Nelly-ahhhIthoughtweweredoingthissexingthing

thewholenight.

Sbani-(laughs)wow!!!!

Shesmiledlookingathim.Hewaslaughing,

SbanisezweZuluwasactuallylaughing,withallhis



teethout...

Nelly-(staringathim)youshouldlaughmoreoften.

Itsuitsyou,andIfindyourlaughsexy.(Givinghima

naughtysmile)

Sbani-(smirks)ifthatyourwayofseducingmefor

mydick,itain'tworking.(Rollinghertotheside)let

talkmissy.

Nelly-(rollseyes)younofun...

....(silent).....

Nelly-sohowlonghaveyouknownaboutthe

disorder?

Sbani-(looksattheceiling)thedayNtombicame

andmadeasceneattheoffice....

Nelly-(confused)sheknew,waithowcomeshe

knewyoudidn't?

Sbani-mywholefamilyknew,Mydadsawitbest



thatIbekeptinthedark.JustsoIcouldnotfeellike

Iwasn'tliketheotherkids.(Shakinghishead)ifonly

heknewthat,keepingmeinthedarkdidmore

damagethanprotectingme.(Thinkingaboutthat

faithfulnight)

Nelly-Ithinkwhatyourfamilydidwasveryselfish.

(Thinking)howdidyousurvivethiswholetime

withouttreatment?

Sbani-thedoctordidprescribesomepillsforme.I

thoughttheywerejustusedtocalmmyanger....

(silent)...canItellyousomethingthough?

Nelly-(looksathim)ofcourse..

Sbani-Ialreadyknew.

Nelly-whatdoyoumean?

Sbani-IstoppedusingthepillswhenIwentto

varsity.Iwasdoingverywell.Ifeltevenmorebetter

withoutthem.Thepillsjustusedtodepressmeand

slowmedown.Myfirstandsecondyearwentby

perfectlywithoutmehavinganyepisodes.(Thinking)

whenIthinkaboutit,Ineverhadanymajorepisodes.

Ijustgotirritatedeasily,andwhenIwasangry,there



wasn'tawaytocalmmedown.ButIneverreally

harmedanybody.Onmythirdyearthatwhenthings

changed,I...

Nelly-(holdshishand)youdon'thavetotellme.

Sbani-(closeshiseyes)IwishIcantellyouallthis

butthanIwouldhavetotellyouaboutmydreams.

I'mnotreadyyet.

Shewrappedherarmarmsaroundhistorsoandlaid

herheadonhischest...

Nelly-Idon'twantyoutofeelpressured.ThoughI

think,youdon'treallyhavetodoitbutIjust...

Sbani-whatisit?

Nelly-Ithinkmaybeyoushouldrequestasecond

diagnosis.Therearetomanydiscrepancieswiththe

firstone,Ithinkseekingasecondopinionwillput

yourmindatease,movingfoward.

Sbani-seekingaseconddiagnosiswillrequiremeto

gothroughtherapyagainNelly.



Nelly-wouldthatbesuchabadthing?

Sbani-thanIwouldbejustanothercase,some

doctorwantstocrack.NoIdon'twanttodothatshit

again.

Nelly-(sighs)whydoyouhavetolookatitlikethat?I

justthink...

Sbani-NO!!!Everythingwasokay,everythingwas

goingwellupuntilthatnightwhenI...(brusheshis

face)(sighs)I'msorry..

Nelly-justthinkaboutit(lookingupathim)

Sbani-...Okay....(holdshertightly)whatisyour

biggestfearinlife?

Nelly-mybiggestfearismyself.

Sbani-whatdoyoumeanbabe?

Nelly-(sighs)mymindismyownworstenemy.I

haveawayofexpectingfailerevenbeforeIattempt

something.Especiallywhenitcomestopersonal

matters.Iliveandbreathebusiness,Icansolveany

problemandcomeupwithvarietyofsolutionsto

thatproblem.Icangotoanybusinessdealwithzero



preparationbutrestassuredbytheendofthatdealI

wouldhaveconvincedtheclienttobuyorsellatany

amountofmychoice.Thathowgoodand

confidenceIam.Butican'tapplythatlevelof

confidencetoanythingthatpersonal.(Touchingher

belly)I'mpregnant,Ishouldbehappylikeanyother

womanbutallI'mthinkingaboutishowbadIwould

do,IknowIwillfail,withthatinmymind,Ifind

myselfnotevenwantingtotry.(Teary/ashamed)

sometimesIwishIwasn'tpregnant,sometimesI

wishIwilljustwakeupandthesebabieswillbe

gone,likeIneverwaspregnanttobeginwith.What

kindofapersondoesthatmakeme?.Whatkindofa

motherwishesherbabiestojustdisappear?.

SometimeIdon'tevenhavethedesireofparenting

themoncetheyout.(Sniffs)

Sbani-(sittingup)whydidn'tyoutellmeyouwere

feelinglikethis?Whendidyouevenstarttofeellike

this?

Nelly-Ilovethem,Ido.ButI'mscared.(Sniffs)

Sbani-(huggingher)youwillbegreat.Doyouhear

me?Youwillbegreat.JustlikehowyouruntheZulu



Coship...youwillrunthisparentingshipanditwill

sailtothefinestofsea's.

Nelly-youmeanthat?(sniffs)

Sbani-(smiles)yesbabe.PhelayoucarryingMrCEO

insidethere(kissesherforehead).

Nelly-(laughs,teary).

Sbani-doyouwanttoknowmybiggestfear?

Nelly-Ididn'tthinkyouhaveany.

Sbani-everyonehasonebabe.(Silent)....Ifearnot

beingaccepted,thatwhyIkeepasmallcircle.I'm

notperfect,I'mprobablymoreofamessthanthe

averageperson.Nellypromisemethatwhenit's

getstoomuch,whenIhurtyou.You'dtakeourkids

andleave.Idon'tthinkIcanliveknowingthatI've

hurtyou.Ialwayswanttokeepyouhappy.Butthere

willcomeatimewhenI,yourbiggestprotectormay

betheboogymanyoushouldbehidingfrom.Ipray

thattimedoesn'tcome,butaslongasIhavetroubles

sleeping,youwillalwaysbeatriskwithme.

Nelly-(staresdeepintohiseyes)Iwouldneverleave.



(Shakingherhead)Iamyou,youareme,remember?

IcanneverleaveSbani.

Sbani-(shakinghishead)(pullingherevenmore

closer)whatwillIdowithyou?Ithinkmyattitudeis

rubbingofonyou.

Nelly-(smiles)Iloveyou...

Sbani-(smiles)saythatagain..

Nelly-(smiles)Iloveyou...

Sbani-(laughs)againbabe..

Shelaughs,shoutingthosewords.Hequicklygets

ontopofher,kissingher,caressinghertighs,ready

togetitonwithheragain....

Nextday...

7:00am



ATNELLYSAPARTMENT

MaSiwelapunchesinthecodetoNellysdoor.It

opens.Shewalksinside,itquietandpeaceful.The

loungelooksmessywithallthepopcorn,sweets

andthemeltedicecream.Sheshakesherheadand

makesherwaytoherdaughter'sroom,findingit

emptyandthebedmadeup.Shewalkstotheguest

room.Andwhatshesee'sgiveshertheshockofher

life.ZenandeandMbaliaretangledtogethernaked

onthebed,withMbali'shandI'minbetweenZee's

tighs,viceversa.Shewalkstothebathroom,wets

thetowelandwalksbacktothebedroom,dropping

herbagtothefloor.Shepullshersleevesupand

goesclosertothebed.Firststrikelandson

Zenande'stighs,whilethesecondstrikelandson

Mbali'sbutt.Jumpingfromtheexcruciatingpain,

bothladieslookatMa'Siwelawhostrikesadouble

hitonthem...

MaSiwela-mihlolaminile(strikesagain)sekuphele



wonaamadodaemhlabeni...

Zee-(standingontopofthebed)mama,whatare

youdoinghere?

MaSiwela-whatamIdoinghere?(Strikesagain)

umbuzomunilayo(whatkindofaquestionisthat?)

Mbali-(jumpingonthebed,missingthestrike)

mama,itnotwhatitlookslike.

MaSiwela-(strikes)itnotwhatitlookslike?

Njengobaigquzazenuzingibukanje?

Shestrikesatthemrepeatedly,theycontinueto

dodgesomeofthestrikes,whilesomeofthemsting

righttotheirflesh....

ATTHEZULURESIDENCE.....

Mavisfinishesplacingeverythingonthetable...



MrsZulu-siyabongaMavis,thislooksepitizing.

Babaputthephonedown,thefoodisready.

MrZulu-(placeshisphoneontheside)Iwasjust

readingatextfromSbani.Lettingmeknowthathe

won'tbeintodayattheoffice.HeandNellywillbe

backonMonday.

Sipho-(sighs)thatmoreworkonme.AlreadyNelly's

absenceissettingusback.NowtheCEOisalsonot

puttinginthework.Hewasn'tpresenteven

yesterday.Thisisnoton.

MrZulu-(sighs)justletthemhavethisbreak.They

goingthroughalotrightnow.

MrsZulu-(lookingatSipho)babythatwhatbrothers

do,whenoneisslackingtheotheronehastocarry

theload.HemaybetheCEObutthatcompany

belongstoallofyou.Ityourchildren'sfuture.

Zanele-hasanyonetalkedtoNtombi,sheain't

answeringmycallandnotrespondingtoanyofmy

texts.IwentpasstheirhousebutIwasnotbuzzed

in.OwethusaysNomatoldherthathermommyand

daddyareonthechasetocatchthebadman.



Sipho-(laughs)whatthehelldoesthatmean?

MrsZulu-(laughs)areyousureOwethuheardNoma

correctly?

Zanele-(laughs)eyI'mnotsure.Ialsofindthatweird

butNomaneverjusttalks,shealwayshasareason

behindherstorytelling.

MrZulu-wellthistime,Iguessoursuperstarwas

justbeinglikeeveryotherkid,talkingthingsthat

havenosenseandmeaning...

Theylaugharoundthetable,astheydigin...

(Unedited)

Short,I'matwork...

[11/3,20:56]Marcia:Insert67

ATNELLYSAPARTMENT



ZenandeandMbaliweresittedonthebed.Theyjust

finishedshowering,scaredtogooutandface

MaSiwela....

Mbali-Ican'tbelievewejustgotabeating.

Zenande-tellmeaboutit.(Lookingathertighs)It

stillstingslikehell.

Mbali-(laughs)mybutttoo.Jesuswhydidn'twe

hearhergetin.

Zenande-(laughs)Ifeellikestayinghereuntilshe

leaves...

MaSiwelashoutsfromthekitchen,tellingthemto

cometoher....

Zenande-Ithinkweshouldgo...

Mbali-thisisembarrassing...



Theymadetheirwaytothekitchen.Thesmellof

blueberrypancakesfilledthekitchen.They

stomachsgrowled...

MaSiwela-sit,I'vemadebreakfastforyou.

Theylookedateachotherandtooktheirseats.

MaSiwelajoinedinandsatfacingthethem...

Zenande-(clearsthroat)uhmmmsiyabongaforthe

breakfastmama.

Mbali-(clearsthroat,lookingatZee)yeah,ittastes

verygood.

MaSiwela-(sipsherjuice)areyoulesbians?

Them-NOOOO!!!!

MaSiwela-(looksatthem)soyinileengibonile

(whatwasthatIsaw?)

Zenande-uhmmmama,we....wewerejust

experimenting..



MaSiwela-andwhatdidyougetfromit?

Zenande-Ma?

Mbali-Ma,wewerejustbeingcrazyandfoolish,I'm

sorrythatyouhadtoseethat.

MaSiwela-(sighs)Iunderstandyoubothyoung,your

stillatthatdiscoveryage.Idon'thaveaproblem

withhomosexuality,butyouhavetounderstandthat

I'moldandIcomefromagenerationwheresuch

thingswerenotmeanttobeseen.Areyousureyou

notLesbians?

Them-YES!!!!

MaSiwela-okaysonithandaamapipi?

Them-YES!!!!!

shetakestheclothfromthetableandstrikesboth

ofthem,dodgingherstrikes,theypulltheirarmsup

coveringtheirfaces...

Mbali-andthen?Whatdidwedonow?



MaSiwela-aninamahloni,ningitshelaebusweni

ukuthinithandaamasendeamadoda(Youadmiting

tomyfacethatyoulikemen'sballs.)

Zenande-butyou....

MaSiwela-nobuts,don'tyouknowthatwhena

parentsasksyousomething,theansweralwayshas

tobeno,evenwhenityes.Ayisuka!!!!

Shegetsupfromthechair,throwingthekitchen

clothontopofthecounter....

MaSiwela-wena(pointingatZee)Ibetterfindyouat

hometonight.Pussyweekhascometoanend.

Uyangizwa?(Doyouhearme?)

Zee-yeboma...

MaSiwela-(sighs)andwhereisthemadamofthis

place?

Mbali-ShehadadatewithSbaniyesterdayandshe

didn'tcomeback.



MaSiwela-I'mnotevensurprised.Anywaysget

ready,wegoingtothehospital,doessheevenknow

Lungieygavebirth?

Zee-Idon'tthinksomama.Ionlyknowbecause

Simitoldme.

Mbali-(lookingatZee)Idon'tthinkIcangotothe

hospital,ImeanherandNellyain'ttalkingIthink...

MaSiwela-idon'tcareiftheyain'ttalking,thisisn't

abouttheirbeef,itaboutmygranddaughter.Nelly

willjusthavetosuckitup.

Zee-mama,IhavebecomeclosewithSimi,Idon't

thinkgoingtothehospitalisa...

MaSiwela-heh!!!!Youafraidofgoingtoahospital

justbecauseyouloyaltowhoeverbutyoucansit

andsuckeachother'spussieshere?Niyanginyela

nina(youshittingme)yougoingtothathospital.I

don'tcareaboutanybitchypettygrudgesrightnow.

WhenIcomebackfromthebathroom,youbetterbe

readytoleave...



ATZIMBALI

Nellyisawakenbythenoisecomingfromthe

bathroom.Shetakesapillowandcoversherhead

withit.Butwhenshetriestogobacktosleep,it

provestobeamission.Shesighsandthrowsthe

pillowtothesideandlazilysitsupthebed.Shehas

alreadygatheredthatSbaniistakingashower,but

thatnotwhatwokeherup,itwashishorriblesinging

thatdid.Hewassinging"IFbyDavido"...

"Iloveyou,Iloveyou"

Nelly-(shouting)ohgod!!!!Sbanisezwemyears

Helaughsandcarriesonwithhishorriblesinging...

Shegetsupfromthebed,wearshisshirt,shegoes

tohiswalkinclosetandsearchsforfreshsheets



andcoverforthebed.Whenshe'sdonemakingthe

bed.Shebendsdownpickingtheirscatteredclothes

onthefloor.Sbanicomesoutfromthebathroom

withatowelwrappedaroundhiswaist.Theviewof

Nellybentdown,wearinghisshirt,withno

underwear,revealinghersmoothskin.Hewalks

closertoherandpresseshiscrotchonherbutt.She

standsupheholdsherwaistandswingsthemside

tosidesinging...

Sbani-"Bananafallonyou,paparazzifollowyou...."

Nelly-(laughs)Yaaaasssssbabe...

Afterafewminutesofdancingandhorriblysinging

together.Shemovesfromhim....

Nelly-yousuchalightsleeper.Wesleptverylatebut

alreadyyouawake...

Sbani-youknowIdon'tsleepwhenyouaroundbabe.

Ican'ttakethatrisk.



Nelly-(wrapsherarmsaroundhiswaist)(sighs)I'm

sorrybabe...

Sbani-(smiles)wenotdiscussinganything

depressingtoday.Nowgoshowersowecaneat.I

plannedsomethingfortheday.

Nelly-(smiles)Ithoughtwewerestayingindoors

thiswholeweekend.

Sbani-wewere,untilIrealisedyousawthatasan

opportunitytoabusemydick.(Laughs)nowgo

shower,5minutesonly.

Nelly-(laughs)mxm,yousostupid...

10minuteslater....

Shecomesoutoftheshower...

Nelly-babe,whatamIgoingtowear?

Sbani-youcanwearmysweatpantsandt-shirt.We

willpassbyH&Mandgetyousomethingtowear.....



ATPAVILIONSHOPPINGMALL...

Simipushedthebabystroller,withNkosana

peacefullysleepinginside.Shewasatclicksbuying

herselfsomecosmetics.Shakawasabouttogoand

paywhenhiseyeslandedonSimiwhowas

undecidedonwhattypeofwipestobuy.Helooked

ather,tryingtorememberexactlywhere,hehas

seenher."Thegarage"herememberedhowwhenhe

wantedtoknowhername,shewasalreadygone

withthewind.Hewalkedtoher....

Shaka-whydon'tyoujustbuythemboth...

Simi-(looksbesideher)sorry?

Shaka-(pointingatthewipes)whydon'tyoujustbuy

themboth.Youhavebeenstaringatthemforover2

minutesnow.

Simi-(laughs)ohmygod!!!HaveIbeenreally

staringatthemthatlong?



Shaka-(laughs)okaymaybenginehhaba,butyou

havebeenforquiteawhile...

Simi-(smiles)okayIguessIcouldjustbuythemall.

(Looksathim)uhmmhavewemet?

Shaka-thankgod,Ithoughtyouwouldn'tremember.

(Smiles)yeswehave,monthsback,atthegarage.

Youwere...

Simi-ohYES,nowIremember.OhGod!!!Iwassuch

amessthatday,thankyouagain..

Shaka-(laughs)areyougoingtothankmeoverand

overagainforjustpickingupyourpurse?

Simi-(laughs)wellyoudidn'tjustpickupmypurse,

butyousavedmefromthatwomanandtheeyesof

everyoneinsidethegaragestore.

Shaka-(smiles)wellhowaboutyouhavelunchwith

metoday.Thatwayyouwillbehelpingmethistime.

Simi-(silent)...

Shaka-(sighs)Iwon'thitonyou.IpromiseI'mnota

pervet.

Simi-(smiles)Iknowyounotapervet,youdon'tlook



likeone.

Shaka-washa!!!!ThankGodfortheselooks.Iknow

whenwomansaythattheyactuallymean"damn

brotheryoufine..."(imitatingwomanvoice).

Simiburstsoutlaughing,herlaughwasso

contagiousthatShakafoundhimselflaughingtoo.It

hadbeenalongtimesincesheactuallylaughedand

enjoyedit.Herbigmarbleeyeshipnotizedhimto

justkeepstaringather.Whenherlaughdieddown,

Nkosanadecideditwastheperfecttimetowakeup,

hestartedtofidget,thestrollerbeltthatstrapped

himirritatedhim,hemadesmallbabynoises.Shaka

bentdownandlookedathim,hecontinuedtofidget

andmakesmallbabynoise,almostaslettinghis

momknowthathedidn'twanttobestrapped

anymore....

Shaka-(smiles)(looksatNkosana)Ithinksomeone

wantstobefreefromallthesebelts.

Simi-(laughs)hewouldhavetobestrong.Ican't



carryhimandallthesethings.

Shaka-youcancarryhim,Iwillpushalltheseforyou.

Simi-(skeptical)Idon'twanttobotheryou..areyou

sure?

Shaka-Iinsistedsothatisnotbotheringme.So

whatdoyousay?

Simi-uhmmokay.Thankyousomuch.

Sheunbucklesthelittleguy,whileShakaputshis

staffonhertrolleyandpushesthetrolleytogether

withthestroller....

Afterpaying,theybothwalkedoutofClikstogether...

Shaka-isthereanywhere,youwanttogotoo?Idon't

mindpushingallthisforyou.

Simi-(smiles)yes,wehavinglunchain'twe?

Shaka-(looksather)wait....areyou...(smiles)wow



okay.Sowhere...where...

Simi-(laughs)Jesus!!!Breathe...

Shaka-(takesadeepbreath)(laughs)I'msorryit

just...uhmYhoooI'mspeechlessrightnow..

Simi-jeez!!!Youthink.(Laughs)isCafeGitanookay

withyou?

Shaka-(smiles)yes....

Theybothwalktowardsthefoodcourtarea....

ATTHEGASARESIDENCE

MosesandMrsGasawereseatedatthelounge

waitingfortheirchildrentojointhem.Moses

requestedafamilymeeting...

Moses-thesekidsarelate.

MrsGasa-ithasonlybeen2minutes...



HistwosonsBandileandSandile,theyaretwins

walkinsidetheLounge...

Sandile-wa'supfam..

Bandile-(kissinghismom'scheek)mama...(nods

hisheadatMoses)pops...

Moses-helloson...(LooksatSandile)Itoldyou,to

livethathip-hopshitoutsidemyhouse.Nowgreet

usprobably...

MrsGasa-(holdshishand)babakheplease,not

today..

Sandile-what'spoppinvele?Whyarewesummoned

here?

MrsGasa-yourfatherwantstotellyouguys

something.Wewillwaitforyoursisterbeforewe

proceed.

Sandile-wellthisbettergofast.I'mperformingtoday.

Ineedtobeatrehearsals.



Bandile-Yeah,Ialsogotrugbypracticetoday.

Moses-(lookingatBandile)(smiles)howisitgoing

son?Youknowifyoukeepgoingatthispace,you

willdefinitelyhaveaplaceattheSharksacademy.

Andyouknowwhatthatmeansright?

Bandile-(smiles)onestepclosertothespringboks

club...

Moses-(smiles)thatrightson.I'msoproudofyou

ndodana.

Sandile-(rollseyes)...

MrsGasa-(looksatSandile)(sighs)babakhe,you

knowSandileisperformingatthe46664Nelson

Mandelaconcert,themoneyisgoingtotheNelson

Mandelafoundationforchildren.

Bandile-(smiles)(fistbumpswithhisbrother)you

betterscoremebackstagetickets.Iheard

NomzamoMbathawillbehostingit.Ineedtosee

thatfinebabe.

Sandile-(laughs)heybro,I'mjustanopeningact,I'm

notatthatlevelofhavingbackstageticketsyet.But



don'tworryIwilltakeapictureforyoubro.

MrsGasa-(laughs)sowhichoneofyouwillbe

makingNomzamomydaughterinlaw.

Bandile-definitelyme.Oncesheseesallthis,she

willforgetaboutthatcheeseboyMaps.

Theyallburstoutlaughing,wellexceptforMoses.

Nomvelocomesrushingtolounge...

Nomvelo-(puttingherbagdown)I'msorry,Ihadto

dropthetwinsatDerek'shouse,hismomwanted

themfortheweekend...

Sandile-(laughs)doessheknowwhatsheisgetting

herselfinto?Phelatheyarenotcuteanymore,they

annoyinglittlemonsters.

Bandile-(laughs)IsecondthatBafo...

Nomvelo-(laughs)leavemybabiesalone.Youtwo

usedtoannoymeaswell.

Moses-(standingup)...



MrsGasa-uyaphibabakhe?

Moses-Ineedadrink.Youwillcomeandcallme

whenyoudonewiththislousytalk...

Hewalkstohisstudy....

Nomvelo-andthen,whatupwithhim?

MrsGasa-don'tmindhim,heisjuststressedabout

someworkstuff.

Sandile-nomom,speakthetruth.Itnotwork,itme.

Bandile-nobrocomeon...

Nomvelo-(sighs)hestillstreatsyoulikeshit.(Looks

athermom)Mama!!!Thisisnoton.Allthisjust

becausehedoesn'twantSandiletorap.

MrsGasa-justgivehimtimebaby.Hejustdoesn't

understandthewaysoftoday.Hedoesn'thateyou.

Nomvelo-maybeyoushouldcomestaywithme.

Bandile-noway,Iwouldbeboredtodeath.Plushe



willfocusallhisattentiononme,ifheisgoingthan

I'mgoingtoo.

MrsGasa-nooneisgoinganywhere,(sighs)wewill

discussthislater.I'mgoingtocallyourfather,he

hassomeimportantnewstosharewithyou.

Nomvelo-whyamIhere,Ialreadyknowwhatheis

goingtotellus.

MrsGasa-thereismore....

Withthatsaid,shewalkstoMosesstudy...

ATAMANZIMTOTI

BOBYBEARCHILDRENSHOME...

Sbaniparkshiscar.Nellygetsoutthecarandlooks

attheestablishmentwithconfusion.



Nelly-babe,whyarewehere?

Sbani-(smiles)well,Iknowyouusedtocomehere

everyChristmaswithyourfamilyandspendtheday

withthechildren.AndIknowthisisthehome,you

usedtodoraisefundsforbackwhenyouwerestilla

Brownieandgirlguide(scout).SoIthoughtwecould

spendthedayherewiththekids,ifwehavetime,we

coulddothiseveryweekenduntilyouget

comfortablewithhavingkidsaroundyou.Inherewe

willgettodoallthesefunstuff,changingdiapers,

feedingthebabies,bathethem.Putthemtosleep,

playwiththem.

Nelly-(laughs,whilecrying)(sniffs)what'sfunabout

changingdiapers?

Sbani-(smiles)wellnothing,butthewholepointisto

havefun,whilelearningintheprocess.Sowhatdo

yousay?Areyouwithme?

Nelly-(feltthebabykick)(smiles)ohmygod!!!

Takeshishandandplacesitonherbelly.Hefeltthe

smallkicks,excited,witheveryemotionrunning



throughhim.Onesmalltearrandownhischeeks.

Sbani-(smiles)wow!!!

Nelly-(sniffs/smiles)itthefirsttime.IguessMrCEO

isonboardaboutthiswholething.

Sbani-(laughs)wellarewithusmommy?

Nelly-(laughs)yesbabe.(Kissinghim)yes...

[11/3,20:56]Marcia:Insert68

ATTHEGASARESIDENCE

Mosesandhisfamilyweresettledatthelounge.He

clearedhisthroat...

Moses-uhmm,thankyouallforcoming,thoughit

notlikeyouhadachoice.

MrsGasa-(Givinghimthewarninglook)babakhe...

Sandile-(rollshiseyes)canwejustgettothepoint.



Moses-(givinghimadeathstare)AsIwassaying,

thereasonIcalledyouallhereisbecauseIhave

somenewstosharewithyou.(Sighs)Newswhich

mightcomeasashocktoyou...

Nomvelo-(rollseyes)youforgottocountmeout.I

alreadyknow.

MrsGasa-(looksather)youknownothingsweety,

soitwoulddoyougoodtolistentoyourfather.

Moses-(takesadeepbreath)Ihaveasonanda

daughteroutsidethismarriage.

Bandile-(eyesout)WHAT!!!!!??

Nomvelo-(confused)daughter?Whatdoyoumean

daughter?IthoughtBless....

MrsGasa-willyouletyourfatherfinishspeaking.

Thankyoucanaskquestions.

Moses-thankyoumkami.Ihaveason,heismyfirst

born.HisnameisBlessingSbusisoNdawora,Ihad

himwhenIwasstillyoung.ThenIhadyoursister

Nomvelo,thenafterNomveloIhadyourothersister,

(takesadeepbreath)Nellythenafterhercameyou



guys.

Bandile-wherearethey,howcomeweknownothing

aboutthem?

Nomvelo-soIhaveasister...whenarewemeeting

her?

Moses-(looksdown)youalreadymether..

Nomvelo-(confused)whatdoyoumeanIalready

mether(staresatherfather)

Moses-(staresbackather)...

Nomvelo-(eyesout)NO....

Moses-(sighs)YES...

Bandile-(looksathissister)sis,whatgoingon?Do

youknowthesepeoplethatdadistalkingabout?

Nomvelo-Ican'tbelievethis....doessheknow?

Moses-No...

MrsGasa-weplantotellherthough.Wecouldn'ttell

herwitheverythinggoingonwithher.

Nomvelo-(looksathermom)youknewaboutthis?...



wow!!!!Justwow!!!Kantibabaunjaniwena,izifihlo

ezingaka,Ialmostdatedmyownbrother.Ihave

beenhangingaroundmyownsisterthiswholetime

andIdidn'tknow.Doyouknowthedangersofsuch

secrets.WhatcouldhavehappenedhadIsleptwith

myownbrother,worsehadIgottenpregnantwith

hischild.

MrsGasa-yourfatherhadtokeephischildren

hiddenfromtheeyesofthepublic.Youknowthe

dangersofhislineofwork,backthantherewereno

resourcesforhimtoassignsecuritydetailforthem.

Itwasonlylimitedtous,thelegalfamilyintheeyes

ofthepublic.Hecouldnottakethatriskandput

theirlivesatrisk.Hehadtowatchfromadistance.

Bandile-whendowemeetthem?Orisitstillnot

safe?

Moses-youwillmeetthemsoonson.Yourolder

brotherlookssomuchlikeme(laughs)youwilllove

him.Andyoursister(smiles)sheistoowhite,took

hermother'scomplexionbutdefinitelytookour

hazeleyes.



Bandile-(smiles)wellI'mgladtohaveabigbrother,

nooffencetymabutabigbrotherissomuchmore

coolerthanyouoldman.

Moses-(laughs)hawu,letseehowcoolIamwhenI

cutyourallowance...

MrsGasa-(looksatSandile)youhavebeenquiet,

don'tyouhaveanythingtosay.

Sandile-No...

MrsGasa-anythingatall,Iknowitashockbut...

Sandile-(laughs,sarcastically)shock???I'mnot

shocked,Isawthiscoming,I'mjustgladitoutthere,

ishesurehedidn'tleaveanyotherkidsbehind,I

mean,wedon'twanttofindourselvesimpregnanting

ourownsisters.

MrsGasa-(reprimandshim)SANDILE!!!!Thatisno

waytotalktoyourfather..

Sandile-(rollseyes)isthereanythingelse,ifthereis

nothing,Iwouldliketoleavenow.

MrsGasa-SANDILE!!!

Moses-(staresathim)lethimleavemkami,justlike



thepussyheis,thisconversationisn'tforsissies

anyway...

Nomvelo-Baba!!!!

Bandile-Dad!!!!

MrsGasa-BABAKHE!!!!!NO....

Sandile-(standingup)ifrefusingtopraiseyoufor

abandoningyourownbloodmakesmeapussy,than

I'dbehappytobethebiggestpussyinthisfamily.

ForgivemeMoses,Idon'tcheerfordeadbeat

father's...

Withthatsaid,heleftthemseatedthere....

ATGALLERIAMALL

SbaniandNellyjustcamebackfromtheBabyBear

children'shome.Theydecidedtomakeastopatthe

nearbymallandbuythemselvesaplatterfrom

oceanbasket.Ohwell,itwashercravingtheirosters



andjuicyprawns....

Sbani-(holdingherhand)youdidgreattoday..

Nelly-(squeezeshishand)Iactuallyhadagreatday.

Howdidyouknowaboutthatplace?andthatmy

familyandIusedtogothereeveryholidayseason?

Sbani-(smiles,feelingproudofhimself)wellIdid

somediggingandalittlebirdytoldme.

Nelly-(smiles)andwhoisthat?Idefinitelyknowit

notMa'Siwela.

Sbani-(laughs)definitelynot,yourbrotherdid.

Nelly-Mthoko?

Sbani-yeah,heisactuallyagreatguy.

Nelly-(smiles)heis.Sensitivetoo.Heisjusta

cuddlebear.

Sbani-(kissinghercheek)hey!!!I'myourcuddlebear.

Nelly-(rollseyessmiling)...



Theywerewaitingfortheirorder,whenagentleman

seatedatthefarendofthecorner.Heregconised

her,notsureifitwasherbuthedefinitelywouldn't

forgetthefacethatremindshimsomuchofhistv

personalitycrush,AmandaduPont.Heexcuses

himselffromhistablehewassharingwithhis

friendsandmadehiswaytothem...

Man-(baritonevoice)Hello!!!

Theyturnedandstaredathim.Hewaswearing

casually,hiskarkishortsfittedhimperfectly,tall,

muscular,darkincomplexionandbald.Itsafetosay,

hewasMorrisChestnutcousin...

Sbani-(raisinganeyebrow)canwehelpyou?

Man-(staresatNelly)(pullshishandoutforashake)

JasonJones,butyoucancallmeJJ,representative

ofYorubaLogistics,Lagos.

Nelly-(shakeshishand)uhmmhey,Ihaven'treally



metanyonefromthatsidebesideBelinda.

JJ-(smiles,showinghiswhiteteeth)well,I'veseen

you,wehaveactuallybeeninthesamerooms

coupleoftimes,butIguessyouweretoooccupied

tonoticeanyone.Besideyouthebeastinthis

industry,wheneveryouintheroom,everyonewants

apieceofyou.I'mgladtofinallymeetyou,wewillbe

workingcloselytogetherontheNigeriandeal.

Sbani-(clearshisthroat,lookingattheirhands)

Sheletgoofhishand,lookingathim,hepullsout

hishandtoshakeSbani's...

JJ-I'msorryMan,I'mjusttakenbythisremarkable

woman.

Sbani-(staresathishands)..

Nellysclearsherthroat,nudginghim...



Sbanishakeshishandsqueezingtighter,staring

backathimJJmatcheshistightsqueezeand

respondsbysqueezingbackevenmoretighter...

Nelly-(staresatbothmen)uhmmwell,itwasnice

meetingyou..

JJ-(let'sgoofhishand)(smiles)pleasureallmine,

togetherIhopewewillachievegreatthings.Ican't

waitworkcloselywithyou.

HeacknowledgesSbani,andlooksatNellyonemore

timebeforeturningandgoingbacktohistable.....

ATMASIWELA'SHOUSE

Zenandelazilythrowedherselfonthebed.She

lookeduptheceiling,thinkinghowMaSiwelastriked

them,ontopofthatshegavethemahearingon

theirwaytoseeLungieyatthehospital.Shelaughed

thinkinghowmuchshehaslongedforamotherlike



MaSiwelainherlife.Shegotupfromthebedand

wenttoherdresserdrawerslookingforwipesto

removeshermakeup,shenoticedshewasoutof

stocksoshemadeherwaytoMaSiwela'sroom.She

walkedtoherinsuitebathroom,lookingthroughher

drawers,whensheopenedtheseconddrawer,there

weretwophotosthatcaughtherattention.She

pickedthefirstone.ItwasMaSiwelaandamanwho

lookedexactlylikeher.Nodoubtthemanwasmix

race.ShelookedatMaSiwelawearinghermom

jeans,whitePepsisweaterwithadryperm.

Zee-(laughs)hhayithismamahasbeenslayingall

herlife...

Sheplacedthepicturebackinside,shetookthe

secondthepicture,thiswasdifferentthough,the

samemanfromthefirstphotowasherebuthisface

waspokedwithapen,makinghisface

unrecognizable.Thatwasstrange,whywouldshedo

that.Sheplacedthephotobackinside,whenshe



wasabouttoclosethedrawer,shenoticedthere

wasa3rdphotoatthecornerofthedrawer.She

pickedthephotoup,atthebackitwaswritten"BFF's

4EVER "shelaughed,thinkhowthatwasso

highschooltendencies.Sheturnedthephoto,when

hereyeslandedonthepersonnexttoMaSiwela,she

chokedonherownsaliva,hermouthgoingdrythat

instant...

Zee-(confused)Mom...

MaSiwela-(teary)Icanexplain...

ATSIMIANDNHLANHLA'SHOUSE

SheplacedNkosanaonhisbabycourt.Shejust

finishedbathehim.Hehasbeensuchagoodboy

thisafternoon.Shesmiledthinkingofthewonderful

dayshehad.Shakaisaveryfunnyguy,freespirit

soul.Nhlanhlaenteredtheroomandwatchedhow

shestaresattheirson.Hewalksclosertothemand



holdsherfrombehind,lookingattheirson

together....

Simi-(smiles)heisbeautiful,isn'the?

Nhlanhla-(smiles)heis....thankyou.

Heturnsher,theyfaceeachother,heplaceshis

handsonherwaist,staringathereyes.Heleans

forward,whenhislipswereinchesawayfromhers.

Sheclearedherthroat.Brushingthesideofhis

shoulders...

Simi-I'llleaveyoutobondwithyourson.

Shemovesfromhimandleaveshimstandingthere.

Hesighsandmovesclosertohisson'scourt.

Nhlanhla-Ihurtherdidn'tI.



Nkosanamakesbabysounds...

Nhlanhla-yeah,Iknow.Imessedup...

ATORTAMBOINTERNATIONALAIRPORT

Teller-IDmama...

Lady2-(handedher)

Teller-(clicksonherscreen)ThandekaZwaneand

JuniorSbanisezweZulu...(clicksonherscreen)

(smiles)

ShehandedherbacktheirID's...

Teller-(smiles)Safetravelsmama.ByeJR...
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ATMA'SIWELA'SHOUSE

Zenande-(lookingatthephotoinherhands)what's

thismama?ThisisLindiwe,(looksatMaSiwela)how

doyouknowmymother?

Ma'Siwela-(blinksthetearyaway)canwesitdown

andtalk.

Zee-(confused)mamawhat's??...

Shetookherhand,theywalkedandsatontopofher

bed....

Ma'Siwela-(takesadeepbreath)youknowthefirst

timeIsawyou,(smiles)therewasjustsomething

aboutyouthatbroughtjoyintomyheart.wheneverI

lookedinyoureyes,Iseemyself...

Zee-(smiles)MamaI...

MaSiwela-(shakingherhead)nobabyletmetalk.



(Takesthephoto)(looksatitandsmiles)Iremember

whenwetookthispicture,itwasoursecondyearin

varsity,thiswasataJamesBrownconcert.I

rememberwelivedonnoodlesforthreemonthsjust

sowesaveuptogoseehim(Laughs)wehadsucha

greattimethatday,Doncouldn'tpickusasplanned

insteadhecalledRob,mybrother,andthatwasthe

dayshemethim.(Teary)Idon'tknowhowandwhen

theyexchangednumbersbuttheydidandbeforeI

knewit,theywereacouple.Itriedsohardtogether

tobreakitoffwithhimbutshewasjustsohead

overheelsforhim.(Crying)Ifailedher,Iwillforever

livewiththeguilt.Iknewthekindofmonsterhewas

butIdidn'tdoanything,Ididn'ttryhardenough.

(Sniffs)Ifailedher.

Zee-(huggingher)mama!!!

MaSiwela-no,letmespeakbaby.(Sniffs)(takesa

deepbreath)Robusedtorapeme..

Zee-(covershermouthteary)No,mama!!...stop...

MaSiwela-(sniffs)itstartedwhenIwasingrade6

andhewasinthe9thgrade.Unfortunatelyforme,I



wasaveryearlybloomer,mybreastgrewbigata

veryyoungage,myassandhipsdevelopedearlytoo.

Borninafamilywherethewhitesideofmyfamily

dominated,Iwasaverycarefreechild,myparents

allowedmetowearanythingIliked,short,long,dark

orbright.AslongasIfeltcomfortable,Iusedto

wearjeanshortsandsmallsummerdressesalot,I

likedshowingoffmyfreshwhitelegs,"milkylegs"as

Doncallsthem.Iusedtoattractalotofboysand

men,justonelookatme,theywouldbeallovermy

space.Iguesswhatthoseboysandmensaw,was

thesamethingRobsawandwanted.Oneevening

mymomandherparentswereawayattendinga

relativeswedding,IwasleftwithRobandourmaid.I

rememberIwentdownstairswithmyshortboxer

pajamas,Ihadabadhabitofdrinkingmilkfromit

packaging,Iwasstandingdrinkingmilk,withthe

fridgeopenwhenIhadthisfeelingofbeingwatched.

Isuddenlyfeltuncomfortableanduneasy.WhenI

turnedIfoundRobstaringdirectlyatme,hiseyes

piercethroughmybody,hewouldrunhiseyes

startingfromthebottomallthewayup,Ifelt

disgustedbyhisactions.Iconfrontedhimbuthe



straightoutdeniedit,tellingmeitalljustinmyhead.

Ifeltsobadacussingmyonlybrotherofsuch.One

dayIarrivedbackfromtennispracticeandhehad

friendsover,oneofthosefriendswasDon,

immediatelyIgothisattention,viceversa.Robdidn't

approveofourrelationship,atfirstIthoughtitwas

becauseoftheagegapandbecausehewashis

friendandRobwasjustbeingaprotectivebig

brother.ButItfarfromit,Ijustdidn'tknowhowfar

fetcheditwas.Thefirsttimehetouchedme,Iwasin

thebasementofourhouseplayingdollswithour

maids8yearolddaughter.Hecameinsideandtold

thegirltogooutsidehewantedtotalktome.He

shutthedoorandwalkedclosertome,hestarted

askingmeinappropriatequestions,heaskedifhave

IsleptwithDonyetetc.WhenIansweredNotoall

hisquestions,Irememberthesicksmirkhehadon

hisface.(Takesadeepbreath)thatwhenhestarted

runninghishandsonmytighs,Ipushedhimoff,but

hepinnedmedownandwhenItriedtoscream,out

ofnowhereIsawaknifeplacedonmythroat.He

toldmeifIdon'tgivehimwhathewants,hewould

slitmythroat,andtellmymotherandourgrand



parentsthatthemaidhiredmentorobourhomehe

toldmehewouldrapemethankillme,hetoldmehe

wouldtellourgrandparentsthemenrapedme.

Comingfromawhitefamily,theywerenotracists

butofcoursetheywillforeverprefertheirownthan

others.Ourmaidwasthesweetestwomanalive,

knowingthatshecouldbearrested,herdaughter

wouldbeleftwithoutamother,anentirefamily

losingabreadwinner,allbecauseofasickand

twistedindividual.Withtearsrunningdownmy

cheeks,(crying)Igavemyselftohim,righttherehe

tookmyinnocence.Afterthatday,Ibecamehisto

have.Ihadtoabortmyfirsttwochildrenbecause

theywereanabomination,howcouldItellpeople

theseweremybrothersbabies,howcouldIeven

lovethemwhentheywereconceivedinthemost

painfulandbrutalway.AftersometimeInolonger

foughthim,Ijustgavemyselfwillingly.Iremember

whenIwasinmymatricyearDonwantedtosleep

withme.Ihadtofakebreakupwithhim,Itoldhim,I

knewaboutthegirlshedatedinvarsity,aftercouple

ofmonthsIgotbackwithhim,tellinghimsome

scumtookmyvirginityandleftmeafterthat.He



consoledmeandallwasforgiven.Igotpregnant

withNhlanhlainthelastfewmonthsofmy1styear

invarsity,he....Heusedtostickhisdirtythinginside

me,whileIwaspregnantwithmybaby......whenhe

metyourmother,hestoppedforsometime.Ibegan

tohavehopethatmaybehefinallyfoundJesusor

something.ButwhenIbegantobegLindiwetoleave

him,Ishotmyselfonthefoot,shetoldhimwhatI

havebeendoing,hewaslivid,thatdayheforced

himselfonmybutthole,whenItriedtofighthim,he

threatenedtokillmyson,rapeLindiweandpiniton

Don.Whataretheodds,mygrandparentshadpower,

money,connectionsandDon,wellhecamefroma

welloffamilytoobuthewasBlack.SoIlethim

ravageme...

Zee-(crying)nomamastopplease,Ican'tbear

seeingyoulikethis,Icantlistentothisanymore.

(Tryingtostandup)...

MaSiwela-(stoppedher)Ienduredalltherapes

protectingalotofinnocentslives.Heturnedmy

friendagainstme.LindiweandIrelationshipslowly

faded.FastforwardtowhenNellyandMthokowere



alreadyborn,bythenhehadmanagedtomake

Lindiwedropoutofvarsity,herfamilyhaddisowned

her,theywerebothaddictedtodrugs.Itried

countlessoftimestohelpLindiwe,shewouldcome

andstaywithmeforonlyonedayandthenext,she

wouldbebackwithhim.Onceshestartedwiththe

drugs,itbecameevenmoredifficulttohelpher.I

watchedmyfriendloseherselfallinthenameof

love,lovingamonster.Iknewheabusedher

physically,Iwouldseethebruisesonher.Buthe

neverabusedhersexually.Sheusedtocomebymy

placeandaskformoney,Iwouldgiveher,butI

stoppedwhenIknewwhatshewanteditfor.My

grandparentshadstoppedsupportinghimtoo.One

nightIthink,theywereoutofcash,withdrawal

symptomskickedin,hetriedtopimpheroff,she

agreedthinkingitwasaonetimething,butwhenhe

sawtheamountofmoneyhemade,heturnedittoa

regularthing.Onenighthecamewithawomanto

theirplace,theyfought,hecalledhernames,called

heraprostitute.Whenshefoughthim,herapedher,

brutallyrapedher.Thatwasthedayshecametomy

doorstepbleeding,bitemarksonher,herlife



hangingonthinice.Itoldherletgotothepolicebut

sherefused,inasicktwistedway,shewasstillloyal

tohim.Shestayedwithmeforaweekandthe

followingweekwentbacktohim.Whenhefoundout

Ihelpedher,hewenttowhereNelly'sdaycarewas,

hetookpicturesofmylittlegirlplayingattheschool

playground,hesentthosetextswithasickcaption"I

wonderhowtightandsweet,shewouldtaste".That

daysomethingclickedinsideme,Ihadenoughof

him,Ivowedonmybabygirlslife,thathewouldn't

touchher.2weekslater,theybrokeinsidemyhouse,

Ithinktheplanwastojuststealandleave,butI

camebackearlythatday,itwasmeandmybaby

girl,theboyswereattheirfather's.Iopenedthedoor

andfoundthem,lookingforcashinsidemyhouse.I

askedthemtoleavebeforemydaughtersawthem,

Lindiweapologisedandtoldhimtheyshouldleave,

theywereabouttogobutwhenthewords"mommy"

camefrombehindme,hestoppedandlookedather,

withthesamesicktwistedsmirkonhisface,one

thatIknewtoowell,judgingfromlindiwesfacetoo,I

concludedsheknewittoo.Iboiled,hewasnotgoing

totouchmydaughter,notwithmethereandnot



whenIwasbreathing.Lindiwebeggedhimthatthey

leavebutitfeltondeafears,hesawhimselfasGod,

hegotawaywithtoomuch,hebecamecocky.He

thoughthewoulddoashepleasesandgetsaway

withitjustlikealways,butwhathedidn'tknowwas,

hewasdealingwithtwolivid,enraged,tiredwomen,

womanwhowherebothmother's,motherstobaby

girls.Lindiwewaspregnantthatnight,nowwhenI

lookback....

Shestoodupandwalkedtoherwindow,looking

outside...

Zee-mymomwaspregnant?What...whathappened

tothebaby?

MaSiwela-(turnedandlookedathersilentlycrying)

I'mlookingather....

Zee-(crying)whaaaaatttt!!!!!....ifIwasthebaby,than

thatmeans....thatmeans....

MaSiwela-(crying)heisyourfatherbaby,Robisyour



father...

...(silent)....

Zee-whereishe?Whathappenedtohimthatnight?

MaSiwela-(stopscrying)(boldvoice)WEKILLED

HIM...

ATMORNINGSIDE...

boy-(frowns)whenarewegoingbackhome.

Thandeka-(sighs)babyItoldyouthisisourhome

now.Igotabetterpayingjobhere.

Boy-Iwanttogobackhome.IHATEthisplace.

Thandeka-wellsuckitupSbani,thisisnowyour

home.I'mnotdealingwithyourtantrumsrightnow.

SJ-(kicksthetable)IHATEYOU,ANDIHATETHIS

FUCKINGPLACE...



Thandeka-(shoutingathim)YEY!!!WENA!!!whoare

youtalkingtolikethat...

Thedoortohisroombangedsohardthatitpierce

throughherears.....

Shesighedsittingdown.SJtemperwasgettingour

outofhand.HerparentstoldherthatSJneededto

beintroducedtohisfamiliesancestors,evenwhen

hewassick,theywenttoseeaprophet,hetoldthem

thesamething.

"Theboyneedstobeintroducedtohisfather's

ancestors"

Shetookherphoneandwenttohercontacts,finding

Siphonumber,shesenthimatext...

"HeyMrCFO,guesswholivesinDurbannow,text



mesowecanmeetoverlunchandcatchup"

4MONTHSLATER....
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ATZULU&SONSCO

boardroom1B....

NellyandJasonwereonavideoconferencecall

withBelinda...

Belinda-(smiles)I'mimpressedguys,infact

everyoneis.Weontherighttrack.

Jason-wellBelindathatwhatyougetwhenyouwork

withthebest.(looksatNelly)sheisabeast,that

distributionconcept,shecameupwithit.

Nelly-(laughs)Ithinkyougivemetoomuchcredit,



allIdidwaswriteuptheconcept,therealworkis

whenyouputthatconcepttolife.

Belinda-wellyouthebrains,(smiles)areyousure

youhappythere,youknowwecanpayyouthree

timesmore.JointheLagosteam.

Nelly-(laughs)I'mloyaltomypeopleBel,butifyou

mustknow,Idon'tplantobeanemployeeforlong.

Jason-mmmhhhmm...I'llbeyourfirstemployee

whenyoustartupyourownbusiness,withyourkind

ofbrains,youwillbeaseriouscontenderinthisline

ofbusiness.

Belinda-youknow,ifitfundsyouwant,Yorubateam

iswillingtogiveyou,andyoucanstartyour

businessinnotime.

Nelly-(laughs)(packsup)Belyoudon'tgiveupdo

you,wellrightnowIstillenjoyworkinghere,butI'll

keepthatinmind.Wellifthatall,Iwouldlikewe

wrapthisup,I'mhungryandexhausted.

Jason-(smiles)mybabiesneedfeeding.Belinda,I

thinkweshouldsayourgoodbyesnow.



Belinda-(laughs)wellitalwaysgoodwithyouguys.I

willbeintouch.

Videocalllinedisconnect....

Shestooduppacking...

Jason-(standingup)letmehelpyouwiththat..

Nelly-(rollseyes)Jay,youdoknowthatI'mnot

handicappedright?I'mjustpregnant.

Jason-wellIdoknowthatyouinyour8thmonth,I

can'tletyouexhaustyourself.Nowshutupandlet

me.

Shesmilesathim,hesmilesbackandgatherstheir

stuff.Walkingouttheboardroomandmakingtheir

waytoheroffice...



Jason-whathaven'tyoutakenleaveyet?

Nelly-(sighs)Nigeriaismyfirstbigproject,ifIIgive

itmybest,thistheprojectthatwillgivemeaname

inthisindustry.

Jason-butyoualreadyhaveaname.Imeanmost

peopleknowyoualready.Youdon'treallyneedto

proveyourself.

Nelly-(sighs)Iactuallydo,onethingforsureis,asa

womanworkinginamaledominatedindustry,Iwill

foreverhavetoprovemyself.YespeopleknowwhoI

am,buttheyonlyknowmebecauseIworkedalong

sidesomeone.Butwiththisproject,I'mnotworking

alongthesides,Iamheadingit,thebestthingabout

thisproject,Icomeupwiththeconcept,Iwillbe

theretoimplementitandIwillbetheonetoinspect

theoutcome.I'maonemanarmy.Thisisbigforme

Jay.

Jay-(smiles)youreallypassionateaboutthis,Isee

theglowinyoureyes.

Nelly-(stops,smilesandlooksathim)thebeauty

aboutlogisticsisthatitiseverywhere,andmost



peopledon'tknowthat,inbusinessyoulearn

everyday,whatmayfailtoday,tomorrowitmaypass,

businessisflexible.(Sighs)besidesmyworkisthe

onethingyoucan'ttakeawayfromme,todayImay

failbuttomorrowIgetachancetoredeemmyself.

(Touchingherbelly)Iwishlifewaslikethat,hackI

wishparentingwaslikethat.(Shakingherhead)...

Jason-(holdsherhand,staringather)youknow,

sometimesitokaytoletothersdothingsforyou..

Nelly-(staringathim)whatdoyoumean?

Jason-Imeanyoudon'thavetoknowitallordoitall.

You'rehuman,emotionsandfeelingarepartofyou.

Whywanttolivelikearobotormachinewhenyou

notmadelikeone.Humansaremeanttofail,feel

andrejoice.SometimesGodplacespeopleinour

livestodothingsthatwefailtodoourselves,so

whatI'msayingis,letthosepeoplefulfiltheir

purposeinyourlife,itokaytoaskforhelpbutyou

havetobewillingtoletthatthosepeoplehelpyou

andtakethebacksit.

Nelly-(smiles)sowhichpurposeareyoumeantto



fulfilinmylife?

Jason-(smiles)wellletsee,fornow,IthinkIam

meanttotakeyououtforaveryjuicy,mouth

wateringlunch.Sowhatdoyousaymamapanther?

Nelly-(giggles)okaypapa!!!

Sbaniclearshisthroat,theyturnaroundandface

him,hiseyesstaresatwheretheirhandsare.Nelly

removesherhandfromhis...

Nelly-(smiles)hey...

Sbani-(staresatJasonthanbackather)canwe

talk....inprivate...

Nelly-(turnstoJason)canyouwaitinmyoffice.

JasongaveSbanionelookandturnedwalkingtoher

office...



Sbani-Iseriouslydon'tliketheguy...

Nelly-(laughs)wellIdon'tthinkhelikesyouvery

muchtoo.

Sbani-wellhedoesn'tlikemebecauseI'mtheguy

thatinhisway,hewantsyou.

Nelly-(rollseyes)andIthoughtwomanwere

dramatic.

Sbani-youdon'tbelieveme?Oryoujustchoosingto

beindenial?

Nelly-(sighs)Ijustdon'tcare,Iloveyouandonlyyou.

SoanyoneelseIjustdon'tcareaboutthem.

Sbani-(movesclosertoher)(smiles)(holdsher

waist)whatdidyoujustsay?

Nelly-(laughs)mxm,yousostupid.(removinghis

handsonherwaist)youknowyoucan'tbetouching

melikethisattheoffice.

Sbani-(frowns)whatarewehiding?Theyalready

knowyou'remywoman.

Nelly-Yeahbut...



Beforeshecouldfinishhersentence,hemoves

closer,takinghermouthintohis,holdingherwaist

anddeepeningthekiss,shewrappedherarms

aroundhisneck,gainingafewstaresfromthestaff,

afterafewminutes,hestopandlookedather...

Sbani-youweresaying?

Nelly-(smiles)Ican'tbelieveyourightnow.BabeI

havetogo,Jayistakingmeouttolunch,plusI'm

veryhungry.

Sbani-Jayhuh?!!(Looksather)...whydoyouguys

havetoleavetheoffice?Whycan'tyoujustorder?

You8months,youcan'tberiskingmovingaround

toomuch.

Nelly-wejustgoingdownthestreetbabe,itnotlike...

Sbani-(givesherthestare)..Iknowyousaidyou

don'tlikemetocontrolyou,(sternvoice)butthis

time,Ireallydon'tlikethis,tellhimtoorderandthat

isfinal.



Nelly-(sulks)yeahwhatever...

Sheturnedwalkingtoheroffice...

Sbani-(smiles)Iloveyou...

Nelly-(stopsandturnstohim)...(mouths"fuckyou")

Sbani-(laughs)Ialreadyhavebabe,Igaveyoutwo

babiesontheprocess...

Givinghimadeathstare,sheturnedawayfromhim

andwalkedtoheroffice,helaughedwatchingher

untilshewentinsideheroffice,whenshewasno

longerinsightwithasmilestillonhisfaceheturned

andfoundmajorityofthestufflookingathim......

Sbani-(sternvoice)(blankface)GETBACKTO

WORK!!!!



45minuteslater...

Ntombiwalksinsidethereceptionarea.Shewas

abouttowalkpassMbali'sreceptiondeskwhen

Mbalistoppedher.....

Mbali-I'msorrybutyoucan'tjustwalkpasshere

withoutpermission.

Ntombi-Idon'tneedpermission,I'mfamily.

Mbali-Idon'tcarewhetheryou'refamilyorwhatbut

still,Ican'tletyouthroughwithoutcheckingmy

booksfirst.Nowpleasedon'tmakemyjobdifficult.

Ntombi-(rollseyes)Ihaveameetingwithmyhus...I

meanSba....MrSbanisezweZulu..

Mbali-(checkingonherscreen)okayIseeyour

nameislistedhere.Pleasetakeaseatonthecouch

whileIlethimknowthatyouhavearrived.She

walkedandtookherseat.



Meanwhile....

NellyandJasonwalkedtowardsthereceptiondesk

allinsmiles,Ntombiliftedhereyesfromherphone

andwatchedastheymadetheirwaytowardsher.

Sheswallowedlookingatherstomach,itwasthe

firsttimeseeinghersinceshehasbeenpregnant.

Shewasn'tthatbigbutshedidlook3timesbigger

thanhernormalweight.Shewatchedasshesmiled

andgiggledwiththegentlemannexttoher.Finally

theyreachedMbali'sdesk....

Mbali-(typingonherscreen)(smiles)Ihopeyou

guysleftmelunch..

Jason-(looksatMbaliguilty)eish!!!!Mamapanther

hereateeverything,sheevenatehalfofmyfood.

Mbali-(eyesout)seriously???Nomnganiyouneed

tostopeatinglikethis.Youwillturntoawhale.

Nelly-(staredather)...



....(silent)....

Jason-uhmmm...

Mbali-(looksatNellysface)(fakessmiles)I'm

messingwithyou,youknowyou'rethesexistthing

alive.

Nelly-Nxi!!!!...comeJayletmewalkyoutothe

elevator.

Jasonfollowsafter.NtombilooksatMbaliand

laughs...

Ntombi-(laughs)seriously??!!!Howdumpcanyou

be?No.1rule,youdon'ttalkweightwithapregnant

woman.

Mbali-(sighs)honestlyitjustcameout.Ididn'tmean

tooffendher.

Ntombi-(laughs)Jesus!!!You'reanidiot(shaking

herhead)(mumured)I'mnotsuprisedthoughall



receptionistareblonde...

Mbali-(frowns)excuseme?

Ntombi-(fakesmiles)nothing..

Nellywalksbacktothereception.Hereyeslandon

Ntombi,shestopsandstaresather.Feeling

someone'seyesonher,sheliftshereyesup,

meetingNelly'ssetofeyes.Theystareatone

anotherforafewminutes...

Ntombi-(fakesmiles)hi...

Nelly-(fakesmiles)hi...

Ntombistaresatherbelly,puttingherhandsaround

herbelly,sheturnstoMbali...

Nelly-whyissheseatedhere?

Mbali-shehasameetingwithSbani,butitstilllunch



soIwillpagehimoncelunchends.

Nelly-youknowsheisstillaZuluright,youcould

havejustlethimknow,thedecisiontowaittilllunch

endswouldhavebeenhis.(Sighs)(takesadeep

breath)(turnstoher)uhmmyoucancomewithme...

Mbali-(eyesout)...

Ntombi-(raisinganeyebrow)...

Nelly-iteitherthatoryouwaittilllunchends,(looks

atherwatch)whichwillendafter30minutes.Itup

toyou.

NtombistandsupandfollowsNellyastheymake

theirwaytoSbani'soffice....

Sbani'soffice...

Thedooropened,liftinghiseyestothedoor,he

stoppedbreathingforasecondwhenhiseyes

landedonNellyandNtombi."WTF"hethought...



Ntombi-(rollseyes)ohrelaxwouldyou,noneedto

pissyourpants.

Nelly-(staresatNtombi)sheisearlyforhermeeting

withyou.

Sbani-oh..(looksatthetime)veryearlyindeed.

Ntombi-(sarcasm)Iwantedtomakeagood

impressionMrZulu...

Sbani-(brushesheroff)wellIguesswecanget

started...

Ntombi-(staresatNelly)...

Sbani-shewouldbejoiningus,shehasafewgreat

ideas.

Ntombi-(raisinghereyebrow)whydidn'tyoutellme?

ImeanIalreadyhaveeverythingonpaper.Idon't

reallyneedanything.

Nelly-(rollseyes)youknowyoucouldsitdownand

hearwhatIhavetosay.Youdon'treallyhavetodo

whatItellyoubutthefirstruleofbusinessisyou

havetobeopentoeverysolution.Ityourchoice.



Ntombi-(staresather)...

Sbani-(sighs)look,Ireadyourproposalitgood.You

didaverygoodjob.ButNellyraisedafewpoints

thatmadesense.Whatshesuggestedwouldbe

greatforyourbusiness.Justhearheroutplease...

Ntombi-FINE!!!ButIhavethefinalsay...

Nelly-(shrugs)finebyme,I'mnotlookingtosteal

yourbusinessfromyou,butIfeellikeyourvalue

chainwasbeauracratic,andnotflexible,your

proposalwasstatedtoapposechangewhichcould

bedangerousinthelongrun.Youwantyour

businesstogrowintheyearstocome,soyour

managementviewpointhastobeforchangeandnot

againstit...

Shelistenedcarefullyassheexplainedtoher....

Meanwhile....

SiphoandThandekagotouttheelevatormeeting



Shakaatthereceptionareawhileengagedonasilly

conversationwithMbali...

Thandeka-helloMrTerenceJ...

Shakaturnedlookingatthedirectionofthevoice

thatsoundedsofamiliar,avoicehehasn'theardina

longtime...

Shaka-(eyesout)Mathandie!!!!

Thandeka-(smiles)Inaflash...

Hewalkedandgaveherabomecrushinghug...

Thandeka-(laughs)stillhaven'tchangedonebit...

Shaka-(pullsawayfromthehug)ohmyGod!!!When

didyougethere?Whatareyoudoinghere?(Smiles)

I'msohappytoseeyou



Thandeka-(smiles)itgoodtoseeyoutookid.

Shaka-(rollseyes)...I'moldmanje,sengidla

izingane!!!

Sipho-(laughs)youjusthadtosaythat...

Mbali-(rollseyes)youknowMelroseisstupidnje...

ThandekalooksatMbaliandsmiles,shesmiles

backather...

Thandeka-youtwoarestillatit...

Sipho-theyhaveneverstopped...

Thandeka-(laughs)andyoustillnotdating?

Mbali-(laughs)never!!!HeknowsIdon'tdolight

skin...

TheyallburstoutlaughingasShakaandMbaligo

offoneachother.Thandekawatcheseveryone

infrontofher,smilingtoherself,itreallyfeltgood



beinginthecompanyofoldfriends.

[11/3,20:57]Marcia:Insert71

ATZULU&SONSCO

Mbali-(looksathimannoyed)don'tyouhaveworkto

dothanstandherewithyourannoyingface.

Shaka-(smirks)this(pointingathimself)annoying

facemadeyoucumtheotherday.

Mbali-pointofcorrection,Brucedid,notyouMelrose.

Shaka-(laughs)ngikubonileubukauZulukancane(I

sawyoulookingatmydick),admitit,Isuprisedyou.

(Staresather)

Mbali-(rollseyes)sowhatexactlydoyouwantme

tosay?Kahle,kahleufunanikimi?(Exactlywhatdo

youwantfromme?)

Shaka-(smirks)Iwantyoutoadmitthatmydickis

big.....orandthatyouwouldactuallyfuckme.

Mbali-(glancesathimandquicklydivertshereyes)...



Shaka-(burstoutlaughing)comeonnow,(looksat

her)don'tgoshyonmenow.I'mtheguyyouwould

neverfuckremember?...

Mbali-...(silent)....(keepshereyesonthescreen)...

Shaka-(smirks)uhmmm,I'mstilltheguyyouwould

neverfuckright?...(looksather)....ohmyGod!!!

Youwouldtotallyfuckme(annoyinglaugh)..

Mbali-(rollseyes)oohhhshutupMelrose.

HecontinuestoannoyinglyirritateMbali,hemoves

fromwhereheisandgoestostandinsideMbali's

receptioncubical...

Mbali-whataredoinghere?Thisismyspaceidiot..

Shaka-(leansonhercubical)(smirks)justsayit...

(foldshisarms)...

Mbali-(sighs)ifIsayit,wouldyouleavemyspace

andstopannoyingme?

Shaka-(smirks)Deal....



Mbali-(looksathimskeptical)okayyourdickisbig!!!

Shaka-(smiles)and????

Mbali-(rollseyes)andIwouldtotallyfuckbangyou.

Heannoyinglyburstoutlaughing,earningafew

staresfromtheofficestuff...

Mbali-nowwouldyouleavemeinpeace...

Shaka-(smirks)Iknewyoulikedme,(smiles)you

alwaysdid.Youjustindenial.

Mbali-Shakaherthefuckoutmyspace(pusheshim

(

Shaka-(holdshisdick)(smirks)Iknowyoucan'twait

tohavethisBangerforbreakfast,(lickshislip)don't

worrymycumtasteslikemeltedcheese

sweetheart...

Hekisseshercheeksandwinksather,walkingaway

fromherwithavictoriouswalk....



ATMASIWELA'SHOUSE

SheknocksonZenandesdoor...

MaSiwela-(knocks)baby...

...(silent)...

MaSiwela-(sighs)wellIjustwantedtotellyouthat,

I'mgoingtotheshops,isthereanythingyouwant

metogetyou?

...(silent)...

Shesighsandgoestothekitchen...



Mthoko-Iguessitoneofthosedaystoday?

MaSiwela-(sad)Ithoughtshewasgettingbackto

heroldself,butnow,sheisbacktolockingherself

insidethebedroom.MaybeIshouldn'thavetoldher

thetruth,Imeannowthegirlisdepressed.

Mthoko-(brusheshershoulders)youdidtheright

thingmom.Sheisfamily,shewillbeokay,justgive

hertime.(Smiles)atleastshedoesn'thateyou,she

lovesyouverymuch.(Frowns)itagoodthingthat

uncleRobdiedofcancer,theworldisabetterplace

withouthim.

MaSiwela-(swallowed)uhmmmjeah...wellI'moffto

theshops.Willyoustayandwatchoverher,Idon't

wanthertobeleftalone,I'mafraidshemightdo

somethingstupidandharmherself..

Mthoko-Iwillwatchoverher,don'tworry.Andsheis

betterthanthat,shewon'tselfharm.

MaSiwela-(sighs)okay...thankyouson..(baby

kisseshimonthelips)

Mthoko-(wipeshislips)argh!!!Mom!!!!....no....



MaSiwela-(raiseshereyebrow)yini??(What?)

Mthoko-sinceIfoundoutthatyouanddadarestill

messingaround,I'mnotcomfortablewithyour

kissesanymore,Idon'tknowwherethoselipshave

been.

MaSiwela-(hitsthebackofhishead)stupidboy!!!...

Mthoko-(touchesthebackofhishead)ouch!!!,what

wasthatfor?..

MaSiwela-Idon'tknowhowmanypussiesyou've

beeneatingwiththatmouthofyoursbutIstillkiss

you.Wenayoudisgustedbyonedick..

Mthoko-(rollseyes)jesus!!!Mom,justgo,Idon't

wanttohavethisconversationwithyou.

Sheshakesherhead,gatheringherstuffwhile

talking...

MaSiwela-Idon'tunderstandwhytheideaofmeand

yourfatherfuckingscaresyou.Kahle,kahlehowdo

youthinkyouweremade?



Mthoko-(closeshiseyes)MomI'mnotlisteningto

you...

Shelaughsandwalksoutthehouse.....

ATZULU&SONSCO

MrZulu-hasanyoneseenSipho?

Worker1-uhmmhewenttoboardroom2bsirwith

somelady..

MrZulu-okay,thankyou...

Hewalkedtoboardroom2b.....

MrZulu-(smiles)Iwastoldyou'reherewithsome

lady,kantibashowenaShaka...

Shaka-(laughs)thelevelsofhandsomenessbaba...

Sipho-(laughs)(rollseyes)kodwababa,healready



thinksheisthekingofhandsomeandyoujusthad

togivehimtheboost.

MrZulu-(laughs)wellmysonisquitealookerSipho,

don'thate...

Shaka-(smiles)Yaaaaasssssmtshelewena

dadddzzi!!!

Theyallburstoutlaughing.....

MrZulu-sowhoistheladythatreportedlyyouhere

with?

Sipho-(smiles)youwon'tbelievewhoitis?

MrZulu-wellareyougoingtotellme?Mybrainisto

oldtodotheguessinggame.

Sipho-Thandeka,ThandekaZwane...

MrZulu-(smiles)youmeanXolaniZwane'sdaughter?

Theonethatliveddownourstreetbackwhenwe

stilllivedUmlazi

Shaka-(smiles)yepthatone..



MrZulu-wow!!!Ican'trememberthelasttimewe

sawthem...

Sipho-(smiles)sherecentlymovedbackhere...

MrZulu-(smiles)shemustbegrownnow.Beautiful

andrespectfulyounglady.

Shaka-shedefinitelyis,shelooksgoodtoo,Iwonder

whatmadethemmoveinthefirstplace?

MrZulu-beatsmeson.....(looksatSipho)doyou

thinkitwaswisethough,bringingherhere?

Sipho-whatdoyoumean?

MrZulu-youdoknowthatNtombiishere,Nelly

worksatthesamebuilding,Idon'tthinkbringing

yourbrothersexathisworkplaceisagoodmove

son.

Sipho-wellI'mnotheretonursepeople'sfeelings,I

justbroughtanoldfriendthatall....

Shaka-shit!!!Iwasjustsotakenbackandexcitedto

seeher,IforgotaboutSbani...



Meanwhile.....

Ntombiwasfixinghermakeup,whenthetoilet

cubicaldooropened,shelookedattheperson

throughthemirror,itwasalady,wearinganavy

pantssuitwithawhiteblouse.Theladywasfacing

down,fixingherselfsoshecouldn'tseetheface.

Shecontinuedfixinghermakeup.Thandekalifted

herfaceupandhereyeslandedonNtombi,she

stoodstillandstaredather,shestilllookedgood,

wellshealwaysdid,shewaswearingaformalOlive

pencilskirt,withacreamblouse,matcheditwitha

blackpeeptoeheel.ShewatchedNtombi'sperfect

tallfigure.Shelackedontheassdepartmentbutthe

bitchdefinitelyknewhowtodressherself,shewas

foreverstylishandlookedhot.Herbeautywasn'tthe

overthetopbeauty,herbeautywasthecalmbeauty,

sheisdefinitelyisanattractivewoman.Shehadher

22inchweave,andherlongcoffinshapeblacknails.

Thandekatookadeepbreathandwalkedtowards

thesink,oblivioustoherNtombicontinued

retouchinghermakeup.Thandekawashedher



hands,sheglancedonhersideagainlookingat

Ntombi,debatingwhethertosaysomethingornot,

butsomethinggotherattention.Ntombiwasn't

wearingherring."Whywasn'tshewearingit?Could

itbetroubleinparadise?...

Thandeka-sawubonaNtombi...

Shestoppedwithwhatshewasdoingandlookedat

thepersonwhojustgreetedher.Whenhereyesmet

Thandeka,herfacechanged.Packingherthings.

Shedecidedtojustignoreher...

Thandeka-(rollseyes)ohcomeon!!!Ungangitsheli

ukuthiusangibambeleigqubu(don'ttellmeyoustill

holdingagrudge)..

Ntombi-(looksather)(takeadeepbreath)I'mnot

holdinganygrudges,youjustdon'texistinmyworld.

Irefusetoacknowledgeyourpresence...



Shefinishespackinghermakeup,sheturnstowalk

awaybutThandekastopsherbygrabbingherarm...

Thandeka-(smirks)doIintermediateyouthatmuch?

Youcan'tevenbeinthesamespaceasme...

Ntombi-(laughssarcastically)(shakesherarmofher)

ohnohoney,whywouldIbeintermediatedwhen

thereisnocompetitioninfrontofme.(Looksather

upanddown)youjustnotworthmytimeandenergy.

Withthatsaid,Ntombicatwalksoutthetoilet.

Thandekasmiledlookingatherselfinthemirror.

Feelingproudofherself,shedidn'tthinkher

presencewillweighthismuchonNtombi,

consideringSbanichooseheroverandoveragain.

Sowhywouldshehaveaproblemwithherpresence,

unless,thingsweren'tsogoodattheZuluhousehold.

Shefixedherselfandwalkedoutthetoilet.When

shewasabouttopasssomeoffices,shestoppedon



hertrackswhenhereyeslandedonSbani,she

swallowedandlookedathim.Hestilllookedas

goodasshelastsawhim,shewatchedhowhe

talked,definitelyhewasamanofpower,theway

thosetwoworkerslistenedtohim.Hisnavyblue

slimsuitfittedhimlikeitwasspecificallytailoredfor

hisbody.Shewatchedthewayhisshoulders,hands,

mouthmoved.Thismanscreamed"sex".

Rememberinghowperfecttheyusedtobetogether,

howeveryonealwaystoldthemthattheywouldlast.

Sherememberedwhentheybothlosttheirvirginity

tooneanother,rememberinghowgoodhetreated

herafterthat.Feelingstupidforjustrunningaway

andleavinghimwithoutevensayinggoodbye.When

Sbanienteredaroomnotfarfromwhereshewas

standing,shewalkedstraightandstoodnexttothe

doorwhichwaswritten"CEO-MrSbanisezweZulu"

shetookadeepbreathandmadeherwaytowhere

Siphowas....

Thandeka-(smiled)Sawubonababa...



MrZulusmiledandmadehiswaytoher,hugging

her...

MrZulu-sawubonantokazi,(movesawayfromher)

unjanikodwa?

Thandeka-ngyaphilababa,unjanikodwawena?And

uyaphilaumama?

MrZulu-siyaphila,youhavegrownsomuch,Iknow

yourfatherwouldbesoproudandhappytoseehis

littlegirlthisgrown.

Thandeka-(smiled)hewould,I'msohappytosee

youbaba..

MrZulu-kujabulaminantokazi.Howisyourmother

andlittlesister?Kombewhat'shername?

Thandeka-mymotherisgreat,butNtokozo...(sighs)

Idon'tknow,shedisappeared.Tillthisdaywedon't

knowwheresheis.

Sipho-howcansomeonejustdisappears?

Shaka-theydoBafo.Especiallyyoungwomen.Do

youhaveanyideawhereshewent?



Thandeka-No...Sheshecametostudyherein

Durban,7monthsdownthelineonherfirstyear,she

didn'tcomehomeforJuneholidays.Herfriendssay

theylastsawheregettingintoapolovivowhitecar.

Andafterthat,theyneversawheragain.Wehave

triedeverythingbutstillnoluck...

MrZulu-pray,onedaythetruthwillberevealed....

Sipho-whydon'tyouhavesupperwithustonight?

MrZulu-(looksatSipho)...

Thandeka-(smiles)maybesomeothertime...

Shaka-(laughs)whynottonight,uyacelisayini?(Are

youbreastfeeding)

Thandeka-(swallowed)hahahno....

MrZulu-wellitwasgoodtoseeyountokazi,(looks

atSiphoandShaka)boys,awordplease...

MrZuluandhissonstepouttheboardroom,while

Mbalienterscarryingatraywithjuiceandbiscuits...



Mbali-(smiled)thoughtyoumightusesome

refreshments.Ibroughtjuice,butIcouldmakeyou

anythingthatyouprefer...

Thandeka-(smiles)juiceisokay.Sowhathasbeen

goingonaroundhere?..

Mbali-nothingmuchhey.Iguesseveryonejustgrew

up.Youlookgood,wereyouthisslender?

Thandeka-notreally,Ilostafewpounds.Iusedto

besize30,nowI'ma28....uhmmmsowhyhaven't

youandShakadated?Iknowyousayheisn'tyour

typebutwhoareyouguyskidding,thechemistryis

therebetweenyoutwo.

Mbali-(laughs)Shakaisanidiot.Wejustgood

friends.Datingwouldjustcomplicateour

relationship.Noteveryoneyouclickwithismeantto

dateyou.

Thandeka-okay,whenyouwalkingdowntheisle,

makingyourwaystowardshim.Rememberthese

words."Itoldyouso"...



Theybothlaugh...

Thandeka-soIsawNtombiinthebathroom...

Mbali-ohyeah,shehadameetingwithMrCEO...

Thandeka-(glancesather)IheardSbaniisnowthe

CEO,heisswimminginmoney.I'msuprisedthough,

shouldn'tSiphobetheCEO,heistheoldest...

Mbali-(shrugs)eyfamilypolitics,angizingeni...

Thandeka-......soNtombiwasnotwearingherring

whenIsawher,(looksatMbali)...(sipsherjuice)...

Mbalilooksather,skepticalontellingher,wellfor

one,thiswasn'taquestionbutsheknewThandeka

wantedhertogivehersomethingonthematter.

Thandekafacesdown,hopingMbalicatchesthe

bait...

Mbali-...hmmmwelltheynolongertogether...

Thandeka-(holdsherselffromsmiling)(fakesbeing



shocked)ohmygod!!!!Nowondershelookedhurt.

Sothey....uhmmdivorced?

Mbali-yeah,theyfinaliseditlastmonth.Butthey

havebeenseparatedforawhile.(Confused)areyou

sureshelookedhurt?...Shelookedfinetome..

Thandeka-(brushesheroff)maybeI'mwrong.

(Standingup)thankyouforthejuiceandbiscuit.I

needtomakeaquickphonecall.Uhmmtakemy

number,weshoulddobrunchsometimes.

Theyexchangednumbers,Mbaligatheredthetray

andwalkedout...

15minuteslater...

Sbani'soffice...

Heheardasoftknockonhisdoor...



Sbani-(facingdown)(boldvoice)comein...

Thandekaopenedthedoorandclosedit.Shestood

bythedoorlookingathim.Hewassofocusedon

hislaptopscreen...

Sbani-(stillfacingdown)CanIhelpyou?

...(silent)...

Annoyedbythepersonnotresponding,he

annoyinglylookedup...

Sbani-(annoyed)ISAIDCANI....

Stoppingonhistrackswhenhiseyeslandonthe

figureinfrontofhim....



Thandeka-(smiles)stillamanwithalow

tolerance.....

...(silent)....

Sbani-(whispers)Thandeka.....

Shewalkedtowardshisofficedesk...

Thandeka-(looksaround)you'vealwayslikedpower,

I'mnotsuprisedyouoccupyingthatchair....(looks

athimdirectlytohiseyes)...itsuitsyou...itlooks

goodonyou...youlookgood..

Sbani-(staresather)whatareyoudoinghere?...

Thandeka-(smiles)can'tIvisitanoldfriend.

Shewalksaroundrunningthetipsofherfingers,on

hisdesk,couch,hisfileshelf,andthewindowblinds.



Allthistime,hiseyesfollowhermovement.She

looksathimonthecornerofhereye,satisfiedthat

hisstareisonher,sheswaysherhipsthistime,

repeatingthesamemovements,butthistime,she

stopsonhissideofthedesk,justandinchfrom

touchinghim,shesitsonhisdesk.Hewasaboutto

speakwhenthedoorswingopen...

Nelly-babe,Iwaslookingat....

Shejumpedandstooduplookingatthedoor.Nelly

stoppedonhertracksandlookedatthem...

Nelly-(looksatThandekathanSbani)oohhh...I

didn'tknowyouhadcompany......

Sbani-(rubshiseyes)no,Iehee,you,Ihavetimefor

you,youknowthat?

Nelly-(staresatThandeka)ummItokay,wrapup

here,youwillfindmeinmyoffice...



Withthatsaid,shewalkedouthisoffice.Thandeka

blinkedhereyestwotimes,noticingthatNellywas

nolongerwiththem,shestaredatSbaniwhowas

alsonolongernexttoherbutbythedoorholdingit...

Sbani-(staresatherblankly)doyoumind?(signaling

thatshemustexithisoffice)

Shewalksouthisoffice,heshutsthedoorand

walkstoNelly'soffice.LeavingThandekastill

confusedtowhatexactlyjusthappened.Ntombicat

walkedtowardsherwithasmirkonherface..

Ntombi-(smirks)youwantedcompetition,nowthat,

isyourcompetition.(Looksatherupanddown)

goodluckblackbitch...

Sheturnsandwalksawayfromherwithher

victoriousevilgrin....



WhenThandekacomesbacktoreality,andwhenher

mindregisterswhatjusthappened.Nelly'swords

ringlikeabelltoherears"babe"shesaid"babe"

Ntombi'swordspopuptoo"thatyourcompetition"

wheneverythingmakessense.Shelooksupahead

ofher,Ntombiwinksatherandcarriesonwithher

catwalk.Thandekaswallowsahugelump.....

Theelevatordoorspingsopens,Ntombiwalks

inside,whenthedoorsare2inchesfromclosing...

Ntombi-(grins)Chuckthatbitch...

RemembertoalwaysLIKEandCOMMENT.....

Ijustsubmittedmyfirstportfolio,soIwasgiving

myselfabreak.Ithoughtwhynottypeaninsertfor

youguys...
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ATZULU&SONSCO

Nelly'soffice....

Sbani-(brusheshisface)I'msorryaboutthat....

(Looksather)

Nelly-(looksathim)whoisshe?

Sbani-sheis...youknowwhat(movesclosertoher)

Idon'twanttodiscussher,sheisn'trelevant,sheis

nobody...

Nelly-(staresathimforfewminutes)(shrugs)okay...

Shecarriesonpackingherstuff.Hemovescloserto

her,makesherstopwhatsheisdoingandholdsher

waist,bringingherclosertohim.Staresather...

Sbani-babe,please......Idon'twanttofight...



Nelly-(staresathim)whywouldyouthinkwe

fighting?,she'snotrelevantremember...

Shemovedawayfromhim,hewatchedherasshe

packedherbagandlaptopbag.Herfacegave

nothingaway,cluelesstowhatsheisthinkingand

feelingrightnow.Hestoppedherfrompacking...

Sbani-Letme...

Nelly-(sighs)Icanpackformyself,besidesam

almostdone.

Sbani-(sighs)sowhatdidyouwanttotalkabout?

Nelly-(confused)hmmm?

Sbani-whenyoucametomyoffice,whatdidyou

wanttotalkabout?

Nelly-oh...uhmmmitnothingreally....look,I'mgoing

hometoday,Zenandeneedsme,momcalledtoday.

Sbani-sheisbacktolockingherselfinsideherroom?

Nelly-(sighs)yeah,Ithoughtshewasfinallybackto



beingherselfbutIguessnot...

Sbani-youwillbebacktomorrowright?...

Nelly-actually....Iwasthinkingofstayingtherefor

sometime.Zenandereallyneedsmerightnowbabe,

shehasbeenthroughalot.

Sbani-(silent)...

Nelly-(looksathim)(sighs)fine!!!Iwillstayforjust

twodays...

Sbani-(smiles)(movesclosertoher,holdsherwaist)

Good,Ifeelbadforthegirl,butIalsoneedyou.

Nelly-(brusheshisshoulders)youknowsheneeds

memore?

Sbani-(shrugs)IknowbutI'mselfish....(staresat

her)areyouokay?

Nelly-(sighs)I'm okay....itjustIgettiredeasilynow.

Sbani-(brushesherbelly)maybeittime,youtake

thatleave.

Nelly-yini?Soyoucanhavemorewomensittingon

yourdesk...



Sbani-whyarewegoingbacktothatissue?I

thoughtwepassedit.

Shemovesawayfromhimandpenguinwalks

herselftothecouch,hewatchesher,hefinds

himselflaughingalittlebecauseofherfunnywalk,

"whendidshestartwalkinglikethis?"....

Nelly-(annoyed)uhlekani?(Whatareyoulaughing?)

Sbani-(laughs)babeIknowwedoingthewhole

angry/confrontationrightnowbutcanyoudothat

walkagain?

Shestaresathimwithhereyesopen,howcouldhe

laughatherrightnowwhensheisthisannoyedand

hehastheaudacitytomakefunofherwalkwhenhe

isresponsibleforthis.Shefoldsherarms,which

provestobedifficultsotheyenduprestingontop

ofherbelly....



Sbani-(laughs)wereyoutryingtofoldyourarms?

Hereyesbecomeevenmorebigger,herwhole

appearancerightnowissocuteandfunnytohim.

Heknowsheshouldn'tbelaughingrightnowbuthe

can'thelpit.Shereallydoeslookfunnyrightnow.

Tearsthreatenhereyes,andbeforeheorsheknows

it,waterworks...

Sbani-(movesclosertoher,squatsbeforeher)babe,

don'tcry...

Nelly-(tearsrunning,runnynose)DON'TTOUCH

ME!!!...howcanyoulaughatmewhenyoudidthis?

Youtheonethatpokedmewithyourniddledicknow

Iam...

Sbani-"niddledick?"Babe,mydickistoobigforyou

tocompareittoaniddle...

Nelly-(sniffs)(silent)....oh,youright.....(frowns)but

thatbesidesthepoint.Thefactisyourdickpoked

somethingandsomethingbroke,nowI'mbig,



swollenfeet,fatcheeks..

Shetakeshishandsandmakeshimfeelher

cheeks...

Nelly-(crying)youcanfeelthem?Youseehowfat

theyare?

Sbani-(nods)theysofttoobabe...

Nelly-(frownsandcriesevenmore)yousayingmy

cheeksarefat?Howheartlessareyou.Ican'tbelieve

you..

Sbani-(eyesout)butbabe...

Nelly-(putsfingeronhislips)shhhss!!!Idon'twant

tohearit,youhavesaidenough.....I'mstillbeautiful

right?

Sbani-(smiles)themostbeautifulhumanbeingI've

eversetmyeyesonbabe.(Wipeshertears)...

Nelly-(sniffs)kissme...



Helooksather,shehasthecutest,adorablepuppy

lookrightnow,herpuffyredfaceismakinghereven

morebeautifulbutyoucan'treallymisshertears

andtherunnysnotcomingfromhernose.Nowshe

hasaskedhimtokissher,imaginesaltytearsmixed

withsaltyrunnysnot,shestaresathimwith

pleadingeyes,shelookssosadrightnow,hesquats

evenmovesclosertoherandleansforwardtokiss

her,theykissforafewminutesthantheypullapart

fromeachother...

Sbani-(wipesherwholeface)youbeautiful,now

stopcryingbabe,youupsettingMrCEO...

Nelly-(sniffsandlaughsalittle)whataboutVice

President?

Sbani-(sighs)(feelsastingonhisheart)ourVPis

sleeping...Heispeacefullysleepingmylove....get

upbabe,soIcandriveyoutoyourmother's...

Shegetsupwhilehetakesherbags,don'taskhim

howthekisswasbecauseallheknowsisitwas



"somethingsalty"butitwasallworthy,ifitmeans

boostingherselfesteemandhelpingherregainher

confidencethanheiswillingtoshareasmany"salty

kisses"thrownathim.Hetakesherhandasthey

maketheirwayouttheoffice...

Nelly-(sniffs)westillgoingtohavetheangrytalk

right?

Sbani-(sighs)Iwashopingwepassthatbutokay,

whateverthemadamwants,shewillget...

Nelly-(sniffs)okay,I'mgoingtostoptalkingtoyou

now,soIcanstillbeangrywhenwehavethetalk,

pleasedon'ttalktome...

Sbani-(staresatherholdinghislaugh)butbabe...

Nelly-(teary)please?Ifyoutalktome,Iwillforgetto

beangry....

Sbani-(kisseshercheek)okay....

Nelly-younotsupposetokissmycheek,weangry

remember?

Sbani-you'reangrybabenotme...



Shestopswalkingandfrownslookingathim...

Nelly-arelow-keytryingtosayIammean?

Sbani-nobabeIwas....(sighs)....

Hetakesherhandagainsotheycouldcontinueto

walk...

Nelly-youwerejustwhat?...

...(silent)...

Nelly-soyouwon'ttalktomenow?

Sbani-angrypeopledon'ttalktoeachotherlove...

Nelly-butyoujustsaid,youknowwhatleaveit,you

justdon'tgetit...



...(silent)...

Heisdefinitelynotreplyingtoanythingrightnow.He

haslearnthislessontoday.Hecan'tbelievehe

thoughtthiswasasmoothpregnancyforherasshe

wasn'tthatmoodybutnow,hetakesbackhiswords,

sheislikeeveryotherpregnantwomen,delusional,

mad,happy,sad,hornyandatickingtimebomb.

Thiswholetimeastheypassreception,Thandeka

staresatthecouple....

Thandeka-sowhoisshe?(PointsatNelly)

Shaka-(staresatSipho)uhmmmshe'sour

companiesstrategist.Thebrainsofthiscompany..

Thandeka-Ifiguredthatsheworkshere,Imeanwho

isshetoyourbrother?

Shaka-(silent)...

Sipho-hismistress...



Shaka-Ndoda!!!(Giveshimadeathstare)look,I

wouldtellyouwhosheisbutIdontthinkmybrother

wouldappreciateusdiscussinghisbusiness.Just

askhimaboutherwhenyoufinallygetachanceto

talktohim...

Withthatsaid,Shakaleftthemstanding....

Thandeka-(staresatNelly)shelooksyoung...

Sipho-sheis,youngerthanShaka...

Thandeka-heisintokidsnow...(staresatthecouple)

2hourslater....

ATSBANI'SHOUSE....

Bless-(laughs)soyoutellingme,shemadeyoueat

hersnot?



Sbani-(sipshiswhiskey)I'mtellingyouman.

Pregnantwomenareserialtortures...

Bless-(laughs)wellconsequencesofhittingitraw

myman...

Sbani-(laughs)andthat'snottheendofit.Canyou

believesheaskedmenottotalktoherbecause

"apparently"meandherareangry.SowhenIchoose

nottotalktoherthroughoutthewholedrive,whenI

parkoutsidehermother'shouse,shegetsoutthe

car,yellsatmeforignoringher,apparentlyInowfind

her"boring"thatwhyIdon'tmakeconversations

withheranymore.

Blessburstoutlaughing,heholdshisstomachasit

nowpainsfromallthelaughinghehasbeendoing....

Bless-sheshowedyouflamestoday?(Laughs)Ican

justimagineherdoingallthat...howredwasher

face?

Sbani-(laughs)redpepper!!!!



Bless-don'thearhercallingherthat,ohyouwon'tbe

justeatinghersnot...Marasisterilakala'Tshisa

mos!!!

Theybothlaugh...

Bless-(staresathim)...Sowhat'seatingyouup?

Sbani-uhmm?

Bless-(rollseyes)Icanseesomethingisbothering

you,sooutwithit...

Sbani-(sighs)(gulpshiswhiskey)Mathandieis

back...

Bless-(almostfallingouthisseat)SHIT!!!...

Sbani-(pourshimselfanotherdrinkandgulpsit)I

know!!!

Theybothstareateachother...



ATTHANDEKA'SFLAT....

She'sonthephonewithhermother...

Thandeka-Idon'tknowhowmuchmoreIcantake

mom,maybecomingherewasabadidea...

MrsZwane-uzelenilapho?UzeleuSbaninomauzele

umsbenzi?(Whyareyouthere?Areyoutherefor

Sbanioryourjob?)

Thandeka-(sighs)Icameformyjobmama,butyou

knowIlovehimandIalwayshave.Hearingthatheis

nolongerwithNtombigavemesmallhopeyou

know,butafterseeinghimwithher...sheispregnant

mama...

MrsZwane-listentomemychild,leavethatboy

alone.Focusonwhatyouwenttheretodoandthat

istodoyourjob.

Thandeka-(staresathersonsleepingonthecouch)

maybeittimeSbanigetstomeethisson,hisheir.

MrsZwane-SJhasarighttomeethisfatherbutdo



notfightyourbattleswithyoursonanddonot

introducehimforthewrongreasons,don'thave

expectationsbecauseyoumightjustget

disappointed.

Thandeka-(sighs)momIhavetogo....

MrsZwane-youwillfindtherightmanforyoumy

baby,SbaniZuluisnottheoneforyou.Anddon'tbe

intimidatedbyanywomen,youbeautifulonyour

own,colourdoesn'tdefinebeauty,whatinsideyou

does.Embracethefactthatyoudifferent,thatyou

don'tlooklikeeveryoneelse.Youruniquenessis

whatsetsyouapartfromtherest.

Thandeka-(teary)Iloveyoumom...

MrsZwane-(smiles)Iloveyoutoobaby.Goodnight...

Shehangsup....

ATMA'SIWELAHOUSE....



Aftertheyallfinishpraying,MaSiwelasaysgood

nighttothegirlsandgoestosleep...

Zee-(looksather)youknowyoudidn'thavetocome

allthewayhere,I'mokay...

Nelly-(smiles)Iknowbabygirl,butIwantedtoo.

PlusIwantedMaSiwela'snicehomecookedmeal.

Theybothlaugh...

Nelly-(staresather)Icanseeyounotokay.Ibooked

spadayforyou,meandthatgogoupstairs...

MaSiwela-(shoutingfromupstairs)hheyiwena!!!!

Ubaniugogo?

Theyalllaugh...



Zee-ain'tshesleeping?

Nelly-(laughs)Nosheisstillstandingbythe

upstairspassageeavesdroppingonus.(Shouting)

MAMAGOSLEEP,ANGEKESIKHULUMENOW,I

KNOWYOULISTENING,WEWILLDOTHETALKING

TOMORROWWHENWEALLPAMPEREDAND

RELAXED....

Theyheardfootstepsandafterfewseconds,the

doortoMaSiwela'sroomshut...

Zee-(laughs)Ican'tbelieveshewasreallybythe

passage...

Nelly-(sighs)sheisworriedaboutyoubabygirl,we

allare...

Zee-(sighs)IknowandI'msorry...

Shemovescloserandtheyhug...



Nelly-don'tapologise,wefamily...

Zee-(smiles)IhopemySbariisokaywithyoubeing

here,Iknowhejustswantsyoualltohimself..

Nelly-mxmhewillsurvive,hehassomeNubian

queenwantinghisattention...

Shepenguinswalksupthestares,Zeefollowsher,

laughingatherwalk...

Zee-(laughs)whathappenedtoyourwalk?

Nelly-(sighs)itmyfeet,theyswollenandI'mfeeling

heavyandtired...

Zee-(laughs)sowhatwereyousayingaboutthe

Nubianqueen?

Nelly-(takingdeepbreaths)Iwilltellyouallaboutit

tomorrowbabygirl...(heavybreathing)yhoothese

stairs...

1hourlater....



Nellyphonesvibrates.....

Sheignoresit....

Itvibratesagain...

Sheanswersit...

Nelly-(sleepyvoice)hmmm

Sbani-babeI'mparkedoutsideyourmother'shouse.

..

Nelly-(sleepy)hmmm?

Sbani-I'mparked...(sighs)heendsthecall...

HedecidestocallMthoko...

Mthoko-sho

Sbani-heyman...Ineedafavour....



Afterafewminutes....

Sbanisnakeshisarmsaroundher.Shealmost

jumpsoutoffearsbuthetightlyholdsher...

Sbani-itmebabe...shhh...Itjustme...

Nelly-(openshereyeslightly)(hersleepyeyesstare

athim)weangry....

Sbani-(smiles,shakinghishead)Iknowlove,we

angrysleeping..

Nelly-(hintsasmile)okay...

Hebabykissesher,hereyescloseassleeptakes

overher.Buttodaywasoneofthosenightsforhim,

helaidawakeandwatchedher.Hekissedher

forehead...



Sbani-(whispers)yousavemefrommyselfeachday

andyoudon'tevenknowit...

RemembertoLIKEandCOMMENTalways....

Iwascrossnighting,afterIwasdonewiththe

studying,Icouldn'tsleepbecauseIdrankbioplus.

Whichiswhymodimomademegiveyouguysan

insert...Imissyou
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ATMASIWELA'SHOUSE

O4:15am....

Sbani-(lightlyshakesher)(whispers)babe....babe

wakeup...



Shefrownsandresistsforafewminutes...

Sbani-(smiles)I'msorrybabebutIhavetogo...

Nelly-(tightlywrapsherarmsaroundhim)(makesa

sleepypuppyface)don'tgo...

Sbani-Ihavetomylove,Ican'thaveDragonlady

findingmehere...

Nelly-(playfullyhitshim)hey!!!Thatmymother....

(placesherheadonhischest)whatareyourplans

today?

Sbani-(playswithherhair)Idon'tknowbabe,maybe

I'llgogolfingwithyourbr..ImeanBless.Iwould

probablygocheckonNomalater..

Nelly-(smiles)Idon'twishtobeyou,bossladyistoo

hyperactive.

Sbani-(laughs,brushingherbelly)heyungasho

uluphindelelo(youcansaythatagain)andyou

(kissesherforehead)whatdoesyourdaylooklike

today?

Nelly-(sighs)IhaveaspadaywithMaSiwelaand



Zenande,hopefullyaftertoday,Zenandewillbeback

toheroldself.

Sbani-shebetterbe,Ineedyoubackinmybed,ifby

theendoftodaysheisn't,thanShakaneedstofuck

herwaybacktoreality.

Nelly-(laughs)(hitshim)thatnotanicethingtosay.

Sbani-(sitsupstraight)putonagownbabesoyou

canwalkmeout.

Theybothgetupfromthebed,whileSbaniputson

hisshoes,Nellyslowlytiptoescheckingthecoast,

wellyoucanimaginehowfunnyshelookedtip

toe'ingwithherpenguinwalk.Sbaniwatchedher

closelystifflinghislaugh,ifhewantedtomakeitout

ofthehousealiveandwithoutwakingMaSiwelaup,

heneededtokeepittogether....

Nelly-(whispers)thecoastisclear...(looksathim)

whatareyouwaitingfor?

Sbani-afteryoubabe...



Nelly-(raisesherbrow)soyoucanlaughatmywalk

again,Idon'tthinksoMr,afteryou...

Sbani-(smiles)Ididn'tlaugh...

Nelly-(putsupherhand)saveit...

Hesmilesandwalksuptoher.Placinghishandson

herwaiststillwiththesmile,staresintohereyes...

Sbani-(smiles)youknow,whetheryouwalklikea

duck,penguin,seaseal,tomeitdoesn'tmatter.In

factthesearethemomentswewouldcherishforthe

restofourlives.Iloveyouandyourfunnywalkbabe.

Nelly-(sighs)I'malwaystirednowandmyfeethurt.

Youknowmajorityofthetime,Ifeelsweaty,irritated,

annoyedandheavy.Myhappinessonlylastslike2

minutenow,andnotforgettingtheheartburnsand

constantlyfeelingnauseated.Ithoughtthenauseais

supposetoonlylastthefirstthreemonths.(Teary)

I'mtiredbabe,Ialwaysfeelsleepy,Ican'teven

concentratefor2hoursstraightwithoutfeeling



drowsy.

Hewipeshertearsandleadsthembacktothebed,

signalsforhertotakeoffhergownandgetinunder

thecovers....

Nelly-(sniffs)(whispers)Ithought...

Sbani-Iknow,justgetin...

Shegetsunderthecovers,heplaceshisjacket,

walletandcarkeysontheside,helaysontopofthe

covers,bringsherclosertohim,holdsher...

Sbani-(brushesherhair)youknowImaynotknow

howyoufeelexactlybutonethingIknowisthat,you

areprettyamazingbeing,yousacrificeyourown

happinessandcomfortformonthsonend,inorder

tobringmy/ourbabiesintotheworld.Ofcourse,it's

notalwaysaneasyroad,especiallyforyoubabe,

sometimesitacomplicatedpregnancy,expecting



twobabiesonlytofindoutthatone.....(tearruns

downhischeek,quicklywipesit)....,havingexisting

healthconditions,orifyou'rejustnotfeelingthe

wholeparasitefeedingoffyourbodyvibe.Imean,

youcanonlythrowupeverymorningforfew

consecutivemonthsbeforethewhole"carrying

humanlifeinsideyourbody"thingstartstoget

irksome.

Nelly-(wipeshertears)IknowI'mannoyingnow,

but...

Sbani-shhhsshhh!!!.Idon'twantyoueversayingthat.

Ilikewhatyoudoing,IlovethatI'm thepersonyou

whineandcomplaintoo.Ifeveryougetthisfeeling

ofbeingoverwhelmed,whetheramthereornot,

don'tbeafraidtostopmeandletitallout.Thinkof

measyourownpersonaljournal.Iwillalwaysbe

theretolistenandIalwaysbereadytoholdyour

hand.Ijustwantyoutobealittlebitpatient,we

alreadyonourlastlap,justholdonbabe.(Kissesher

forehead)Iloveyou..

Nelly-(sniffs)Iloveyoutoo.



Hebrushesherhairwithhishanduntilsleeptakes

overher.....

2hourslater.......

MaSiwelawalksoutthehousestillinhersleepwear,

shepoursTobihismealandchangeshiswater.....

Meanwhile....

Adeliveryvanstopsbythegateandbuzzesthe

intercom.MaSiwelawalkstothegate,thedelivery

mancomesoutthevancarryingahugebouquetof

Tranvaldaises(withallthecolours)...

Man-morningmam

MaSiwela-goodmorningtoyoutooson.



Man-(looksathisclipboard)IhopeI'mattheright

place,I'mlookingforaMissSiwela..

MaSiwela-wellyouatthecorrectaddressandIam

MissSiwela...

Themanlooksatherwithhiseyesopened,hiseyes

goestoherbelly...

Man-butIwastold,you,she...

MaSiwela-(laughs)pregnant(themannods)wellI

figuredwhenyoureyeswenttomybelly.You

lookingformydaughterbutsheisstillasleepsoI

cansignforher.

Themanhandshertheflowers,shesigns...

Man-haveagooddaymam...

MaSiwela-youtooson...



5minuteslater....

MaSiwelawalksinsideNellysbedroom,carringthe

flowers,whichshehasalreadyputinsideavasewith

water.Sheplacesitonherdresserandopensthe

curtains,makingthesunlightpiercethroughher

eyes.Nellygroansunderhercover....

MaSiwela-(sitsonthebed,nexttoher)Vuka,vuka

(wakeup,wakeup)

Nelly-(groans)mama!!!...

Shefrownssittingup,MaSiwelahandsherthesmall

envelope....

Nelly-(takesit)what'sthis?

MaSiwela-itcamewiththat(pointsattheflowers)...



MaSiwelagetsupandwalksouttellinghertogetup

andshowerbecauseshedoesn'twanttospendthe

wholedayout.Nellysmileslookingattheflowers,

shedefinitelyknowswhotheyfrom,judgingbyhow

hugethebouquetis.Sheopenstheenvelopeand

takesthecardoutreadingit....

"You’reprobablywonderingwhyIjustsentyoua

goodmorningtext(checkyourphone)afterwe

alreadyhuggedandkissedthismorning,Checkthe

sideofyourbed,whereyourphoneis"

Sheplacedthecarddownandcheckedthesideof

herbed.Whenhereyeslandedonhisblackcard,she

swallowedtakingit,whileherbrainwasstilltryingto

comprehend,herphonevibrated,answeringit....

Sbani-(smiles)I'mguessingyouhavemycardon

yourhandsrightnow,andbeforeyoustartfighting



me,pleaselistentowhatIhavetosay.Iknowthere

isnothingIcandoorbuyforyouthatyoucannotdo

orbuyforyourself,(laughs)thatdefinitelysratches

outthe"sheiswithmeformymoney"point.Ileftmy

cardbecauseIwantedtospoilmygirl,mywoman,

mybabymama(theybothlaugh)andhopefullymy

futurewife.Thisisnotmetryingtobeincontrolbut

thisisjustasimplegestureofyourmantakingcare

ofyou,notbecauseyoucan't,butbecausehewants

to,nowgochopthatmoneybabe...

Nelly-(laughs)okaybabydaddy.....

Sbani-Iloveyou...

Nelly-Iloveyoutoo.....

Theybothhangedup...

Nelly-(smiles)(brushesherbelly)wediggingtoday

babies,gold,patnuim,diamonds,ivory...(shestops)..

wait,dopeopledigplatinumandivory,(shrugs)oh

well,mommyisagolddiggertoday..



ATMA'NXUMALO'SHOUSE...

MaNxumalo-(rockingZisanda)soyouhaven'theard

anythingfromher?

Lungiey-(shakesherhead)nothing,Ithinkshehates

me...

MaNxumalo-(sighs)Idon'tthinkshehatesyoubaby,

shemaystillbelittleangrywithyou,butshedoesn't

hateyou...

Lungiey-Ithoughtmaybe,justmaybebecauseof

Zisandashemightcome,butshehasn'tevencame

toseeherownniece.Zenande,MbalievenMthoko

came,butyenalutho.MaybeIshouldjustgiveupon

thisfriendship,maybetheshiphaslongsailedand

I'mjustforcingthings.

MaNxumalo-Iknowhowimportantsheistoyou,

howmuchyouloveher.Don'tgiveup,butalsodon't

havehighhopes,thingswon'tjustgobacktohow

theywere.Youmaypatchthingsupbutthebutthe



crackswilltakeforevertocoverup....(Looksather)

haveyoutriedcontactingher?

Lungiey-no,I'mscared,butIjustknowshemay

choosetojustignoreme.Alreadyherabsenceis

killingme,herrejectionwillsendmeovertheedge...

MaNxumalo-wellyouwon'tknowunlessyoutrymy

baby....sohowisitgoinglookingforahouse?

Lungiey-I'velookedatafewhouses,theyall

beautifulbutnonhavecaughtmyattentionyet.I

thinkwewillbestayinghereandcrowdingyoufora

while...

MaNxumalo-nonsense,youknowIlovehavingyou

both.Thekhoza'shavesentustheletter...

Lungiey-oh!!!Sowhenisthedate?

MaNxumalo-3weeksfromnow.Lungile,youshould

respectSimi,nowomanwilldowhatsheisdoing,

especiallywhenyouhavebeenthecauseofherpain.

ThatgirlhasstrengthandaheartthatI,myselfdon't

have.Giveher,herplaceasthefirstwife,listento

her,standbyheratalltimes.Sheisgivingyouhalf

ofherownworld,shemayactstrongandunaffected



buttrustme,sheisbreaking,hermindisconstantly

onabattle.Freeher,youcandothatby

understandingthatNhlanhlaisherhusbandtoo,the

wayyou'reusedtohavingallhisattentionwillnow

havetochange.Bestrictwithhim,hecannotspend

moretimethanheshouldwithyou,whenitdays

where"home"iswithSimi,tellhimtogohome,that

way,mychildallofyouwilllivepeacefully.And

remember,nothirdparty,intheoutsideworld,you

protectSimi,sheprotectsyou,donotletpeopletalk

illofyourhome.

Lungiey-ngiyakuzwamama(Ihearyoumom)...

MaNxumalo-good!!!Nowgomakeheranother

bottle,youknowshegetsfeistywhenshewakesup,

thischildofyoursisadrinker,Idon'tknowwhyyou

stoppedbreastfeedingthisearly....

Lungiey-(standsup)hhayimama,Iwanttogoback

towork,sheneedstogetusedtothebottle...

Shedisappearstothekitchen....



ATNTOMBI'SHOUSE

Herphonevibrates..

Sheanswers...

Ntombi-(sleepy)hello...

Sbani-hey,(smiles)areyoustillsleeping?

Ntombi-(smiles)yes,I'mtiredNomakeptmeupall

night..

Sbani-(laughs)sorry....

Ntombi-(laughs)thanks..

....(silent)....

Them-uhmso...



Theybothlaugh..

Sbani-IwantedtoknowifIcanhaveherduringthe

day,(smiles)youcansleepwhilesheisgone..

Ntombi-(laughs)soundslikeagooddeal.Iwillget

herready?Whattimeareyoupickingherup?

Sbani-uhmmm,letsaylater,around13:30pm,would

thatbeokaywithyou?

Ntombi-Yeah,thatshouldbefine...

...(silent)...

Ntombi-uhmmhow'sNelly?

Sbani-(takenback)uhmmshe'sokay....

Ntombi-(sighs)wellthankherforme.Thepoints

andsuggestionsshemadehelpedalot.

Sbani-Iwillpassthemessage...Ihavetogo...

Ntombi-bye...



Shesighedhangingup...

Fewminuteslater....

ShewalksinsidetheLounge,Nomaiswatching

Phineas&Ferb...

Ntombi-(looksatthemailonthecouch)whendid

thesegethere?

Noma-(notlookingather)Igotthemfromthemail

manatthegate...

Ntombi-babyyouknowyounotsupposetogotothe

gatealone..

Noma-(rollseyes)Ididn'topenthegatemom,Ijust

tookthemfromthemailhouse...

Ntombi-(see'ssomeofSbani'smail,sheplacesiton

theside)babydaddyiscomingtogetyoulatertoday.

Remindmetogivehimhismail...



Noma-(smiles)okay.....mommy,areyouanddaddy

divorced?

Ntombi-(shocked)wheredidyouhearthatword?

Noma-Owethusaidyouanddaddyaredivorced,she

saiddaddydoesn'tloveyouanymorethatwhyhe

left..

Ntombi-(sighs)(sitsnexttoher)(brushesherback)

meanddaddyloveeachotherverymuch,but

rememberwetoldyouthatsometimesadultswho

loveeachotherhavetoliveapartbecauseitthebest

thingforthembutitdoesn'tchangehowmuchthey

lovetheirbeautiful,naughtylittlebug(ticklingher)...

Noma-(giggles)mooomm....

Ntombi-(smiles)weloveyoubaby,daddylovesyou.

Don'tlistentononsensethatkidssay,okay?

Noma-okay...(sighs)Imissdaddy..

Ntombi-Iknowbaby,Imisshimtoo.Nowgobrush

yourteethsowecanchooseastylishoutfitforyou..

Nomarunstoherbathroom,Ntombifuriouslytakes



herphoneanddialsZandile...

Ringing...

Zah-(smiles)hellomfazi

Ntombi-howdareyouandthatexcuseofahusband

talkaboutmybusinessinfrontofyourkids?

Zah-(confused)haiybo!!Whatareyou...

Ntombi-(angry)youdiscussingIandSbani'sfailed

marriageinfrontofyourkidsnowthatfatpotatoe

youcallachildtoldNomathatwedivorcedand

Sbanidoesn'tloveNomaanymore...

Zah-howcanyoucallmychildsuchnames,Iget

thatyou...

Ntombi-saveit,ireallydon'tcarerightnow,tellyour

childtoshutthatmouthofhers,ifshecan'tuseit

usefully,likestopeatingallthesugar,soonshe

wouldbediabetic.Youandyourhusbandshouldbe

focusedonyourchildren'sweightandstop

discussingNtombiandSbani,yourkidsareslowly



dyingbutyoutooinvestedinotherpeople'sbusiness

tonoticenxi!!!

Withthatsaid,shehangsup....

ATSIGNATURESPA,THEOYSTERBOXHOTEL....

TheTurkishHammamandMeditation/Relaxing

Room...

Aftertheladiesgottheirmassage,theywereall

relaxed,havingaTurkishbath,whileindugingon

theirsnacksandtea...

Zenande-(smiles)thisisamazing,I'mlovingeach

secondofit...

MaSiwela-(sipsonhergreentea)definitelyamazing.

(LooksatNelly)howdidyourpregnancytreatment

go?MeandZenandehadablast.



Nelly-(smiles)Ifeelrejuvenated,theyevenwaxed

medownthere,youknowitastrugglebendingnow.

MaSiwela-Ihopeyounotthinkingofhavingsex

undermyroof,Iknowthatmanofyourssleptinmy

houselastnight.

Zenande-(eyesout)hahahaseriousmama?

MaSiwela-yes,theythoughttheysoclever.Iknow

Mthokolethimin.

Nelly-(sighs)pleasedon'tcauseascenewhenever

thathappensagain,sometimeshestruggles

sleeping,hesaysmypresenceandourbabiescalm

him.

Zenande-(makescuteface)ncooohmumu,how

cuteisthat...

MaSiwela-Ididn'tmakeascenenowdidI?Justtell

Gideonitokaytoparkhiscarinsidemyyardnext

timeandnotonthesideofthestreet,orelsehewill

wakeupwithitnotthere.

Zenande-(burstoutlaughing)whyareyoucalling

himGideon?



MaSiwela-himandGideonsamewhatsappgroup,

theyhavetroublesleeping,demonstoheavyon

them,AmadodanakaSatan(Satan'ssons)

Nelly-mamaplease!!!!

Zenande-(laughs)IguessthatmakesNelly,Emma...

MaSiwela-YeahbutEmmawassmartenoughnotto

fallpregnantbyGideon.

Zenandeburtsoutlaughing,whileNellyrollsher

eyesatMaSiwela...

1hourlater....

TheladiesareseatedatRocoMama'swaitingon

theirorder.....

MaSiwela-youknowGideonwillkilluswhenhe

see'showmuchfatyouwillbeeatingtoday.



Nelly-(laughs)canyoustopcallinghimGideonand

hewon'tthrowafit,hesaidIshouldspoilmyself

todayandthatexactlywhatI'mdoing.BesidesIstill

havealotofshoppingtodoafterthis.

Zenande-(touchesherweaveandfakescough)I

thinkanewweaveformewilldo...

MaSiwela-Iwanttwonewhandbagswithmatching

shoesornotforgettingmyglamoroushats.

Zenande-Ithinktwopairsofsneakerswoulddothe

trickaswell.

Nelly-(laughs)bothofyouhavemenwhoownblack

cards...(LooksatMaSiwela)whathappenedtothe

hatIboughtyoulastmonth?

MaSiwela-(rollseyes)thepastor'swifecameto

churchwearingit,youknowIhavetolookthebest

outofeveryone.

Zenande-(laughs)yousaidthesamethingabout

thatpurpletwopiece...

MaSiwela-yes,shecamewearingittoo,Nxi!!Ithink

thatwomanbuyseverythingshesee'smewearing...



ZenandeandNellylaughasMaSiwelagoeson

complainingaboutthepastor'swife.Thewaiter

bringstheirfood.MaSiwelablessesit...

Zenande-(looksatthem)thankyou,Iknowyoudid

allthisjusttocheermeup.I'mgreatfulfortheboth

ofyou...

MaSiwela-Ifeellikeyouthinkthatyouandyour

problemsareaburdentootherpeople.Youdon't

walkaroundcomplainingorevenventingaboutyour

pain.Instead,youholditallin,asnottoannoyor

worryanyoneelse.ButIneedyoutoknowthatIam

hereforareason.WhenItellyouthatIamherefor

anythingyouneed,I'mnotjustsayingthattobenice,

Imeanit.

Nelly-Iknowtodaymayseeminsurmountable,but

neverforgetthefriendship/sisterhoodweshareis

vitaltome.I’malwaysgoingtotrymybesttohelp

youfindsomesemblanceofnormalcy,butIknow

thefeelingofdepressioncanbedraining,and



‘normal’maynotbepossiblerightnowbutIfeellike

youareoneofthestrongestpeoplethatIknow.The

factthatyouarefeelingallofthesethingsthatyou

cannotdefineisterrifying,andyetyoustillmanage

togetoutofbedandfacetheworldeachday.You

paintasmileonyourface,nomatterhowposedit

maybe,everymorningandsetoutforyourlife.Even

iflifeonlymeansgoingthroughthemotions.

MaSiwela-AndIknowthatnoonereallyknowshow

youarefeeling.Therearenowordsthatcan

describewhatisgoingthroughyoumindorthat

achingfeelinginyourheart.Otherpeoplecan'tknow

because,mostofthetime,youdon'tevenknow

yourself.Youdon'tunderstandhoworwhyyoufeel

thewayyoudo.Butyoualsodon'tknowhowtofeel

anythingelse.Baby,Iamhere,I'mreadytofeel

whateveritisthatyou'refeeling,thatamother'sduty

tocarryherchild'sburdenwhenitbecomestoheavy

forher.Pleasedon'tshutusout.We'refamily,you're

mydaughter,yourexistencesavedmeinaway,

Lindiwechosetofightthatnightbecausesheknew

shedidn'twantyoutobebornaroundthatevilman.



Yousavedme,nowletmesaveyou.

Zenande-(crying)(sniffs)Iloveyouguys.Thankyou

somuch...

Theystand,wellexceptforNellyastheybend

towardshersharingagrouphug...

RemembertoLIKEandCOMMENTalways...
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ATBURGERKING...

Nomalookedatthebigburgerinfrontofher,having

ahardtimetryingtofigureout,howexactlywillshe

tackleit.....



Sbani-(looksatherwithasmile)whatisitbosslady?

Noma-(notlookingathim)nothingdaddy...(stares

attheburger)...

Sbani-(laughs)youknowifyouhadagreedthatwe

gotoMac'Donalds,getyouakiddiesmeal,you

wouldbehalfwaythroughyourhappymealright

now.

Noma-(grunts)DAaaaadddd....

Sbani-(laughs)

3minuteslater....

Herstomachmakesnoise,catchingSbani's

attention,Noma'seyesarestillfocusedonthe

burgerinfrontofher,shehasfinishedhersoda,but

herburgerwasstilluntouched.Nomawatchesas

herdadeatshisburgerusingtheforkandknife

provided,shepicksupherfork,(knifewasnot

providedforher)shesighsandstaresatherfather,

withpuppyeyes.Herstareheavyonhim,shelooks



upatherandsmiles...

Sbani-yesbosslady?

Noma-(smirks)theprincesswantsherdaddyto

serveher..

Sbani-(smiles)isthatso?

Noma-(smiles)yes,youknowtheprincessshouldn't

getherhandsdirty,sosheneedstobeserved...

Sbani-(smirks)youmean,sheneedstobefed......

sheneedstobefedlikeababy......afterallthe

princessisa....

Noma-(sighs)okay,okay!!!!Igetitdad,yourightI'm

nottooldforakiddieshappymeal,weshouldhave

wenttoMac'Donalds(looksdown)

Sbani-(smiles)(laughs)nowthatoutoftheway,

comesitonmylapandletdaddyservethe

princess...

Shesmiledexcitedlygoingtositonherfather'slap,



whilehecutsherburgerinto4smallpiecesjust

enoughforhertochew...

Noma-(wrapsherrightarmaroundhisneck)you

betternottellmomaboutthis....itourlittlesecret

Wilfred.

Sbani-(laughs)yesyourmajesty......heywhyareyou

callingmeWilfred?

Noma-(giggles)Isawitonthemovie.Wilfredwas

PrincessMona'sservant.

Theybothlaugh.....

ATREPUNZELHAIRSALON....

Zenandewashavinghernew30inchMongolian

weaveinstalled.Aftershoppingaround,MaSiwela

decidedtoleavethegirlsaloneandgohome.The

ladiesinsidethesalonkeptthegirlsentertained,



topicsrangingfrom,sex,sidechicks,marriage,

men,moneyandpregnancy...

Nelly-Ithinkwejustwanttobeindenialthinkingthat

moneyisnotafactorinarelationship,whenweall

knowitis.

Customer1-(staresatNelly)uqondenivele?Usho

ukuthiimaliibalulekeidlulauthando?(Whatdoyou

mean?Yousayingmoneyismoreimportantthan

love?)

Lady2-ofcourse,angekenjengijolenomuntu

ongenamali(Iwon'tdatesomeonewhohasno

money)

Nelly-whatI'msayingis,asmuchasyoumaylove

someonebutthatlovewon'tgetyouallthe

necessecities.FormepersonallyandlookinghowI

wasbroughtupandlookingattheworldtoday.I

cannotdatesomeonewhoearnslessthanme,Ifeel

likeImaynotmindthatheearnslessthanmebut

myfamily,peoplearounduswill,astimegoesbyhe

wouldmindtoo,withallthehearsaysthatwillbe



goingaround,itwouldstartgettingtohimandweall

knowwhathappenswhenamanstartstofeel

intermediatedbyawoman...

Zee-hmmmhewouldstartsnappingatyouforno

reason..

Customer2-hewillforeverbeangry,basicallyhe

wouldstarttellingnoactuallydemandingyoutoquit

yourjob.

Lady1-hewouldaccuseyouofallsortofthings,we

allknowthebeatingwillstart.

Customer1-thatwhatsocietysaysbutthatnot

alwaysthecase.Notallmenwillbehavelikethat.

(StaresatNelly,withthosejudgementaleyes)just

saythatyouprefermenwithalotofmoney.

Nelly-Idon'tthinkyougettingmypoint.ButlikeI

saidthisisjustmepersonally.FormeIdon'tlookfor

loveonlywhenIgetintoarelationship,therearealot

ofthingsthatIlookforandmoneyhappenstobe

oneofthoseaspects.Icanneverjustbeina

relationshiponlybecauseIlovesomeone,thatisjust

notme.WhenI'minarelationshipIneedtofeela



senseofsecurityinallangles,moneywillgetusa

properroofoverourheads,food,itwillsendour

childrentoschool,giveourkidsacomfortablelife.I

don'tcareabouttheflashythingsinlifebutIwant

thebestformykids.Igrewupcomfortableand

havingthebestofeverythingtherewas,Iwanteven

moreformykids,Ithinkeveryonewantsmorefor

theirkids.SothatwhyIpreferamanwhowillearn

morethanme,becauseIlookatitlikethis.Theman

thatwillmarrymewillhavetooffermebetterthan

whatIalreadyhave.Ican'tjustleavemycomfortable

home,andgotobewithsomeonewhoisstillfinding

themselvesorjustisn'twhereIam.Thatjustgiving

myselfunnecessarystressandbaggage.Ifeellike

thatkindofpersonwillpullmebackinsteadof

forward,Iwouldbetobusyworryingabouthimand

thatwillsetmeandmyhustleback.

Lady3-(looksatNelly)Ihearwhatyousaying.My

sistergotmarriedtoherbabydaddy,hewascoming

fromadisadvantagedhome,butthatwasnotthe

problem,theproblemwasinsteadofdoing

somethingtochangehissituationforhimselfand



family,hechoicetowastehischanceateducation,

myfathergothimajobatthemines,withthattohe

didn'tdoanythingproductivewithhissalary.Allhe

didwasflashhismoneyonboozeandexpensive

clothes.Hisfamilywouldgodayswithoutfood,

whilehespenthismoneyonmaterialisticthings.

Longstoryshortis,theirmarriagedidn'tevenlast6

months.Mysisterjustcouldn'tstaywithhim,she

justwasn'tusedtothekindoflifeheandhisfamily

lived.Asmuchasshetriedhelpingoutbutshe

realisedthatlifewasnotforher,thatwhenshe

vowednevertodatesomeonewithalifestylelower

thanhers...

Lady2-theproblemwithmen/peoplewhocome

fromdisadvantagedbackgroundssomeofthemjust

havesmallminds.Idispiseamanwhoislazy,one

thatwaitsforpeopletotellhimwheretogoinorder

tofindajobetc.Menlikethathavethatstinking

attitudeoffeelingobligatedtothings.Theyblame

governmentforeverythingbuttheyneverblametheir

lazyasses.

Nelly-Ican'tsitatZimbaliandhavelunchordinner



withyouwhileyoustillliveinsidea2roomhouseand

yoursiblingsandparentsarehungrybackhome.I'm

sorrybutI'ddumpyourightthere.Fixyourselfand

yourfamilyfirst.Thatwhyloveformewillneverbe

enough.Ihavetolookateverythingthatmakesyou

whoyouare.ThatwhyIprefercorporatemen.They

usuallymorefocusedanddriven,nooffencetoother

professionsbutIlikemymeninasuit.

Zenande-verytrue,onethingwomencan'tgoback

fromis"lifestyle"theminuteshedatesaguywitha

car,restassureeveryguyafterthatguywithacar

willhavetohaveacaraswell.Justlikemenwon't

gobacksexually,oncetheygetagirlthatswallows,

everygirlafterthathastoswallow..

Nelly-(laughs)verytrue...

Customer3-(laughs)IrememberthefirsttimeI

datedaguywhowearsexpensivesneakers,after

thatalltheguyswhoworesneakersgotmy

attention.

Lady1-(laughs)andonceyoumeetaguywhotakes

youondates,givesyouallowance,buysyoustuff.



Everyguyafterthatneedstofollowthesequence....

Customer1-(judgemental)Istillthinkthisisalljust

society'sexpentation.Youdon'treallyneedsuchin

yourlife,butitokay,therewillalwaysbethat"type"...

Nelly-(raisesherbrow)whattype?

Lady2-(stopsdoinghair)(foldsarm)Iwanttoknow

too?

Customer1-hmmmwell......Iwasjust....Imean...

Customer3-(laughs)hehehesuddenlyMs

righteousnesscan'tspeak...

Zee-(laughs)akatholakalangaekuphawuleni!!!

Nelly-(laughs)hhayiakeziMtase....

Everyoneinsidethesalonlaughsandscreams....

"andizi!!!!"......

InsideSbani'scar....



HejustdroppedNomaoffatNtombi'safteralong

dayofrunningafterherassheshoppeddollsand

clothes.Itbeenabeautifuldayspentwithhis

daughternowallhewantedwastoendthedayoff

laidonthecouchwithhiswomanwatchingher

favouritehousewivesshows,watchherexplain

thingstohim,eventhoughheain'tinterested...

Hisphonerings,unregistednumber,connectedto

hiscarBluetooth,heanswers....

Sbani-(deepvoice)Zuluspeaking...

Thandeka-(takesadeepbreath)hey....itme...

Sbani-(frowns)whoareyou?...whothehellis"me?"

Thandeka-(sighs)itme.....Thandeka

Sbani-whatdoyouwant?

Thandeka-pleasedon'tbelikethat?

Sbani-UfunaniThandeka?

Thandeka-(sighs)Itoseeyou,Iwantustomeet....



sowecouldtalk...

Sbani-IhavenothingthatIwanttotalktoyouabout

MsZwane...

Thandeka-(rollseyes)wellIwilldothetalking.Why

areyouthiscoldtowardsme?SinceIgotbackyou

havebeenavoidingme?Isitbecauseofher?Didshe

tellyoutostayawayfromme?

Sbani-whoareyoutoheragain?

Thandeka-(frowns)whatdoyoumean?

Sbani-whatisshetoyou?

Thandeka-no...nooneImeannobody...

Sbani-exactly,you'renobodysoshehasnoreason

totalkaboutyou.Nowbegoodandkeepherout

yourmouth...

Thandeka-woooo!!!!NOneedtobitemyheadoff.

Socanwemeettoday?

Sbani-nottoday.Ihaveplans.Wewillmeet

tomorrow.Iwillsendyouthelocation.



Withthatsaidhehangsup.....

HequicklysendsBlessatext"I'mcomingtoyou

now"

Meanwhile...

Theconversationshavedieddownalittle,Nellygoes

toFacebookandbrowsthroughthenewsfeeds.The

numberofinboxescatchesherattentionagain.She

sighsandgoestohermessengerapp.Shescrolls

downtheinboxesandlikesheexpected,itallguys

hittingonher.Sheshakesherhead,butwhenshe

wasabouttoclosetheapp,amessagefroma

Ntombicatchesherattentionsosheclicksonitand

thesurnameZuluandtheprofilepicturegives

confirmationthatindeedittheNtombithatshe

knows.Shereadsherinbox.Suddenlyconfusionhits

her,allsortofemotionsrunthroughher,she

touchesherbelly.ShestandsandwalkstoZee..



Nelly-babygirlIwillberightnow,Isawapharmacy

rightaroundthecorner.Ineedtobuyvoltarengel...

Zee-(staresather)areyouokay)I'malmostdone,

wecangotogetherjustwaitalittle.

Nelly-(fakeslaughs)no,Iwillbefine.Itjustaround

thecorner.Youworrytoomuch...

Shetakesherhandbagandsmilesattheladiesand

Zenandethanwalksoutthesalon...

Lady1-shelooksreadytopop,isitwiselettingher

goonherownlikethis..

Zee-(worried)Iknow,butsheistoostubborn.

Minuteslater....

Nellywalksinsideapediatricianoffice.Sheliedto



Zenande,shesawthispracticewhentheywere

passing.Sheneededtoknowthetruth.Shewalksto

thereceptionist...

Nelly-(smiles)hello

OldLady-(smiles)hello,howcanwehelpyoudear.

Nelly-(takesadeepbreath)doyouhaveascan

here,Idon'tfeeltoogood.Ijustwanttoseemy

babiesandfeelbetter.

Oldlady-(smiles)luckyforyouwedo.(Looksather

belly)Jesusyousuredolookready.Areyousure

youdon'twantuscallinganambulance.

Nelly-nono....justascanplease...

TheoldladysmilesandasksNellytofollowher,she

wantedtomakeherfillinsomeformsbutditched

theidea.Shedidn'twanttostressherwithpaper

work.MeanwhileSandilecameoutofoneofthe

doctorsroom.WhenhiseyeslandedonNellywho

waspassingbywiththeoldlady,hestoppedashis



heartbeatfast.Hecouldn'tbelievethereshewas,

Nomvelohadshowedthemherpictureonthephone

andhehadfollowedheronInstagram.Heknewit

wasdefinitelyher.Hewatchedheruntilshe

disappearedinsidearoomonthefarendofthe

corner....

Heranghisbrother....

Bandile-shoBafo...

Sandile-ohmyGod!!!Ijustsawher,likeshewalked

infrontofmeman...

Bandile-(confused)whatareyou...

Sandile-Iwascollectingthetwinsmedication

MvelohsentmeandIsawherman.Shelooks

heavenlypregnantbutshestilllooksgood.

Bandile-manyoujustrambling,whoareyoutalking

about?

Sandile-oursister,Nellybro...



Bandile-(almostfellofthechair)areyouserious?

Didyoutalktoher?Youhavetotalktoherman.

Sandile-Ididn't,youknowdadsaid...

Bandile-fuckdad!!!Thisisoursisterman....

Sandile-okay,lletmegoIseemovementwhereshe

is,iwillcallyouback...

Heendedthecall.Hesatatthereceptionbenches

withhisheartbeatingfast,nervouslywaitingforher.

ThedooropensfromaroomnexttowhereNellyis,

SizwewalksoutwithlittleAyandawhowascarrying

asmalllollipop.Sizwegoesandstandsnexttothe

receptionastheyswaphismedicalaidcard.Nelly

walkoutherroomlookingblank,noemotions

runninginsideher.Shelookspaleandcold.She

walkstowardswhereSizweandSandileare,they

bothturnandlookather,Sizweswallowslookingat

herbelly,hehadheardshewaspregnantbutitbeen

solongsincehehadseenher...



Sandile-(takesadeepbreathstanding)uhmmmhi

mynameis...

Sizwe-uhmmHeyNelly..

Shejustblankystaresatthemandwalkspastthem

likeazombie,thestareateachotherandfollowher

outside....

Sizwe-(shouts)Nelly..

Zenandeseesherandrunstoher,whenshefinally

reachesher...

Zee-(heavybreathing)wherehaveyoubeen?Iwas

worriedsick,Icheckedatthe....(Looksather)Nelly,

....youlook...

Nelly-(whispers)theylied.....

Zee-(touchesher)Jesus,yourbodyisfreezedup...



Nelly-theylied...

Sandile-shedoesn'tlooktoogood,Ithinkweshould

takehertothehospital...

Beforetheycouldsayanythingelse,waterandblood

runsdownherlegs...

Ayanda-daddy,look...(pointsatNellylegs)shepee

peeherself...

RemembertoalwaysLIKEandCOMMENT....
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ATUMHLANGAHOSPITAL



NomvelowalkedtowhereZenande,Sandileand

Sizwewere,justwhenshewasabouttoreachthem,

MaSiwelaandMrsZulucamerushingoutthe

elevator....

MaSiwela-thankGodIfoundyouheresisi(looking

atNomvelo)howisshe?Whereismydaughter?

MrsZulu-isthebabyokay?

Sandile-sisi,shewasbleedingiseverythingokay?

Nomvelo-(takesadeepbreath)herdoctorsare

attendingtoherrightnow,Idon'thavethefull

detailsofwhatshappeningbutIcanassureyouthat

sheisincapablehands.

Zenande-isn'titabitearlyforhertogivebirth,and

theblood?

Nomvelo-she's8monthssoanythingispossible,it

normaltogivebirthearlythananticipatedbutI'm

afraidwithhercaseitdifferent,thesignofwaterand

bloodisacauseforconcern.

Sizwe-whatdoyoumean?



MaSiwelaandMrsZulustareatSizwe,theyhadn't

noticedthathewashere....

Nomvelo-webelieveherwaterbrokebutthesignof

bloodiswhatconcerningma,bleedingatherstage

isahighriskbutletwaitandhearfromherdoctors.

Sandile-butshewouldbeokaysisi?

Nomvelo-(looksatthemwithpityeyes)Ihopeso,

theonlythingwecandoforherrightnowispray.I

havetogo,butIwillbeback...

Sheacknowledgesthetwooldwomenandleaves...

MrsZulu-Sizwewhatareyoudoinghere?

Zenande-heistheonewhohelpedusbringher

here...

Sizwe-IwasatthedentistwithAyandawhenImet

her,shelookedoutofitso,wefollowedheroutside



andthatwheneverythinghappened..

MaSiwela-youandwho?

Sandile-thatwouldbemeMa,(bringshishandfora

handshake)mynameisSandileGasa...

MaSiwela-(shakeshishand)oh...okay...

MrsZulu-haveanyofyoutriedtocallSbani?

Zenande-yes,buthisphoneisn'tgoingthrough....

Sizwe-(clearsthroat)ummmIhavetogo,Ayandais

tired,(looksatMaSiwela)Iprayalliswellwithher

Ma...

MaSiwela-(glancesathim)...thankyou....

HepicksupasleepingAyandaandbidsfarewell.....

ATBEVERLEYHILLSHOTEL

Sbanidownshissecondglassofwhiskey....



Bless-(looksathim)areyougoingtotellmewhat's

uporyoujustgoingtosithereanddrinkallmygood

stuff?

Sbani:(downshis3rdglass)it'sThandeka....

Bless-(staresathim)whatabouther?

Sbani-(brusheshisfacefrustratedly)herbeingback

doesn'tsitwellwithmeman,angazikodwaIhave

thisfeelingthatthereismoretoherbeingbackthan

Whatsheislettingon.Doyouthink....

Bless-(sitsup)NO!!!!!....don'tevengothere...

Sbani-whatif....

Bless-(sighs)tellyouwhat,Iwilllookintoher,iwill

haveoneofmyguysfollowher.

Sbani-NgiyabongaBafo,ngabuyengibeyininje

ngaphandlekwakho.(Thankyoubro,whatwillIbe

withoutyou)

Theyfistbump...



Bless-uyazi,ngikuphethe...(youknowIgotyou)

Theylaugh,Bless'sphonerings,itanunknown

numberwithaBostwanaregistration...

Bless-hello...

Lady-helloamIspeakingtoMrNdawora?

Bless-yesspeaking?

Lady-mynameisBonolosir,Iamyourmother's

caregiver...

Bless-(heartpounding)iseverythingokaywithmy

mother?Whereisshe?

Bonolo-thatiswhyI'mcallingsir,shemademe

promisenottosayanythingbut...

Bless-whatisit?Godcanyoujusttellme?Isshe

okay?

Bonolo-shehasbeencomplainingaboutaheadache

forthepasttwoweeks,Ihavebeenprescribingpain

killersforher,withtheacceptabledosageofcourse



butlastweekIhavebeennoticingthatshetendsto

justzoneout,almostasifsheisnotthere,her

hearingaswell,I'venoticedlatelythatIhaveto

repeatalmosteverythingwhenI'mtalkingwithher.I

askedMrsMathebatokeepacloseeyeonheras

sheistheonelivingwithher,Itoldhertoinformme

ifshepicksanystrangethings,andindeedMrs

Mathebahasbroughttomyattentionthatyour

motherrarelysleepsasshecomplainsabout

headache,shealsotoldmethatyourmotherhas

beentalking"Grandpapowder"andsheseemstobe

highlydependentonit.Nowsirforsomeoneinyour

mother'sageandcondition,herbeingdependenton

suchastrongandhighdosageofsuchsubstanceis

veryrisky.

Bless-(takesadeepbreath)uhmmmsowhatisit

thatneedstobedone?Imeanshouldn'tyoutake

sometestsor...

Bonolo-uhmmthatiswhyIcalledsir,I'mnot

supposetosaythisbutIthinkitwouldbebestthat

youtransferhertoSouthAfrica,havethedoctors

thatsidehavealookather.



Bless-whydoyouhavelittleconfidentinour

Botswanadoctors?Theyhavebeentakingcareof

mymotherverywellallthistime,areyousurethat...

Bonolo-sirdon'tgetmewrong,Ihaveeveryfaithin

ourdoctorsbutIalsothinkitbestthatyoubeclose

toyourmotherrightnow.ShealreadyhasMrs

Mathebawrappedaroundherfinger,Ithinkshe

needsafirmhand,Iknowshelistenstoyou.The

lesspeopleshehasaroundherwhoshecan

manipulatethebetterchancewehavetocareforher

healthandkeepheraroundforalittlewhile.I'msure

youstillwantheraround,andgiveherthose

grandchildrensheforevertellsmeabout(giggles)...

Bless-(laughs)(brusheshisheadfrustratedly)mama

andherbigmouth!!!Isthisyournumber?Letmejust

sortouteverythingthanIwouldgetbacktoyouMiss?

Bonolo-itBonolo,andyesthisismynumber......

personalnumber...

Bless-okay,Iwillbeintouch...

Bonolo-Iwillwaitforyourcall,bye.....



Hesighsandhangsup,withhiseyebrowscurved...

Sbani-(looksathim)yini?

Bless-Ithinkmymother'scaregiverjusthitonme...

Sbani-(laughs)really?Whatdidshesay?

Bless-(laughs)I'mprobablyjustimaginingthings.

DamnIneedtogetlaid.

Sbani-(laughs)yesyoudo!!!!..soiseverythingokay?

Iheardyoumentioningdoctors,hospitals?

Bless-it'stheOD,apparentlyshehasbeenhaving

seriesofheadaches,hearingloss,andsheseemsto

beaddictedtoGrandpapowder..

Sbani-shit!!!......soareyougoingtomoveher?

Bless-Ihavenochoice,apparentlyyourcountryhas

more"equipped"doctors.

Sbani-(laughs)wellthatwhat'sup...(seriousface)

youknowyoucan'tgamblewithyourmother'slife,

wemayproducethebestdoctorsbutwestilllack

thespecialequipments,areyousureshewillgetthe



caresheneedshere?

Bless-(sighs)yeahIbelieveshewill.Itnotsomuch

aboutthedoctorsorthe"best"hospitals,Ithinkit

timeshecomesstaywithme,spendthelittletimeI

havewithherasmuchaspossibleyouknow...

Sbani-(sighs)(brusheshisshoulder)whatdoyou

needmetodo?

Bless-wellIneedtogetherVisaandtemporarily

citizenshipdocumentsready,soIwon'thavetimeto

lookforahouse,canyousortthatoutforme?

Sbani-yeahIcandothat,shouldItakeoneofyour

propertiesor?

Bless-(shakeshishead)nah,lookoutsidemy

territory,itwouldbeanothergoodinvestment.

Sbani-Roger!!!!....youknowshegoingtobeokay...

Bless-(fakessmiles)jeah...

Sbani-(triestolightenupthemood)so...theyalso

sell"Grandpa"inBotswana?

Bless-(laughs)Nxi!!!HowthefuckshouldIknow?...



Theybothlaugh,makingthemoodlittlelighter....

ATUMHLANGAHOSPITAL....

Nellycollapsesonthehospitalbedfeeling

exhausted,shecouldfeelhereyesclosingandher

bodyslowlygivinguponher,ithasbeenonehellof

afewhours,andalonewithoutanyonefromfamily

andfriendsinsidetheroom,justherandthedoctors,

itwasn'thowsheexpectedittobe.Sheimagined

havinghermother,Lungiey,evenZenandeherewith

her,shewantedMbalihereaswell,shewastheone

whowasgoingtodistractherwithshefeltthe

labourpains.Everythingwaswrong.Thebestfriend

shewantedhere,wellshewasn'tinspeakingterms

with,themothershewanted,wellsheisoneof

thosepeoplethatliedtoher.Howdidsheendup

here?Howdidshelosesomuchcontrolofherlifein

suchashortperiodoftime?Hadyouaskedherearly

thisyear,whereshesawherselfin8months,her



responsewouldhavebeen,marriedtoSizwe,

enjoyingmarriedlifewithherhusband.Gettoknow

eachotherevenmore.Shewouldprobablyhave

finishedherbiggestproject,companieswouldhave

beencourtingherleftrightandcenter,whichwould

haveforcedtheZulu'stoofferheradealtobea

shareholder.Sheeverythingplannedout.Babiesand

kidsweresomethingshelookedtohavemaybein5

yearstocome.Shedefinitelywasn'taboutthat

parentinglifesoearly,shebelievedhertwenties

werethephaseinherlifeweresheneededtolive

andmakeamarkforherself.Butnothing,

NOTHING!!!!wentwithhowsheinvisionedittobe.A

tearsrunsdownthesideofherlefteyeasherbody

failsher,exhaustiontakingover.....

DrGrey-(looksatnurse1)gethercleaned,andhave

hermovedtothematernityward,Iwantfourdrips

onher,andhaveSpencerrunafewtestsonher,I

thinkshemightneedbloodtransfusion...

Nurse1-yesdoctor...



Shetogetherwiththehospitalporter,pushher

stretcherbedout...

Nurse2-uhmmmdoctor,whatshouldIdowiththese?

DrGrey-(pitfuleyes)arethose?

Nurse2-yes...

DrGrey-(rubseyes)uhmm,welljustputittogether

withtheplacentasonaicecooler,usuallysome

Africanfamiliestaketheplacenta,Ithinkitonlyfair

thattheyhavethelittleremainsaswell.....

Meanwhileatthereceptionarea....

SbaniandBlessrushoutatthewaitingchairswhere

hisparentsandbrothersaretogetherwiththeSiwela

family,theGasa'sarealsohere,itsafetosaythe

waitingareawasswamped...



Sbani-(heavybreathing)whereisshe?WHYDIDN'T

ANYONETRYTOCALLME?

MrsZulu-(annoyed)YEYI!!!!!khuzeka,khuzeka

Sbanisezwe!!!!

Moses-Ilongsaidthatthisboyhasnomanners...

MrsGasa-(giveshimadeathstare)notnowMo...

Sbani-WHEREARETHEBLOODYDOCTORS!!!(See's

anurse)(stopsher)canyoutellmewheremywifeis?

She's....

Nurse-(confused)I'msorrysirbut...

Sbani-WHYDOYOUHAVETHATCONFUSEDFACE

ON???HOWTHEHELLAREYOU....

Bless-(looksatthenurse)I'msorryMiss,heisabout

tobeadadagain,don'tmindhim...

Thenursenodsandwalksaway...

MaSiwela-(heartpounding)wehavebeenherefor

hours,whyisn'tanybodytellingusanything...



MrsZulu-anditbeenlongsinceNomvelohascame

tocheckonus...

Zee-itgoingtobeokaymama(brushesMaSiwela's

back)

Zenande'sphonevibrates,shelooksatthecallerID

anditMam'Glad....

Zee-helloMam'Glad...

Mam'Glad-sawubonamtanami,(breathes)khona

inkingala...(hellomychild,wehaveaproblemhere)

Zee-(heartpounding)yini?Kwenzenjan?(What

wrong?)IsitThabo?Isheokay?

Mam'Glad-uLindiweugwazeuThabongebhodlela

labhiya,angazikahlekahleukuthikwenzakalenibut

weattheclinicnowanduLindiweuyasithukala...

(LindiwestabbedThabowithabeerbottle,Idon't

knowwhathappened,butweattheclinicandyour

motherisswearingatus)

Zee-(breathesheavy)(teary)Lindiweisback?



Uhmmmokayuhmmm,Jesus!!!

Shesuddenlyfeelslightheaded,Mthokosnatches

thephoneandspeakstoMam'Glad,afterafew

minutes,hehangsup.MaSiwelaaskswhat'swrong?

Mthokoexplainstoherwhat'sgoingon,hetellsher

hewilldriveZenandetoMpangeni,MaSiwelaoffers

tocomebutZeetellsherotherwise...

Zee-(sniffs)Iappreciateyouwantingtocome

mamabutNellyneedsyourightnow.

Shaka-I'mcomingwithyouguys,keepusposted

aboutNelly...

Theybidfarewellastheymakestheirwaytothe

elevator....

10minuteslater...



Sbani-fuckthis,I'mgoingtosearch....

Beforehecancompletehissentence,theyseeDr

Watsonmakeherwaytothem,theyallstandupas

shereachesthem...

Sbani-WEHAVEBEENSITTING...

MrZulu-(authorative,boldvoice)SBANI!!!!...

MaSiwela-what'shappening?Issheokay?

Moses-wehavebeenhere...

MrZulu-canweletthedoctorspeak......

Theyallsettle,andstareatthedoctor...

DrWatson-(takesadeepbreathe)MissSiwelahas

askedmetotellyouallthatyoushouldleave...

Them-WHAT....



REMEMBERTOLIKEANDCOMMENTALWAYS!!!!

fewmoredaysthanwebackpeople...

[11/3,20:57]Marcia:Insert76

ATUMHLANGAHOSPITAL

Sbani-WHATTHEHELLDOESTHATSUPPOSETO

MEAN?

MaSiwela-Idon'tunderstand,whywouldshesay

that?

MrsGasa-uhmmdoctorareyousureshesaidthat?

Itjustdoesn'tmakesense..

JustasDrWatsonwasabouttospeak,agentleman

dressedinanavybluesuit,carryingabriefcasewith

afileinhislefthandwalkstothem...



Man-evening,(looksattheDr)youmustbeDr

Watson?

DrWatson-yes,ummIamguessingyou're,MrJ

Bogatsu...

JB-yes,butyoucancallmeJB,(looksatthecrowd

infrontofhim)Iamguessingthisisthefamilyand

friends?

Bless-(confused)what'sgoingonhere?

Sbani-(annoyed)WHOTHEFUCKAREYOU?

JB-(staresatSbani)(Deepvoice)areyouaddressing

me?

Sbani-YE.....

MrZulu-(Confused/annoyed)SBANISEZWE!!!!!....

JB-(staresatMeZulu)(baritonevoice)keepyour

dogonaleashZulu...

Bless-(annoyed)(staresatJB)(clenchedteeth)no

needtobeallrudenow?

JB-(looksatBless)andwhoareyou?Hisbitch?



Beforeeveryoneknewit,BlessthrewapunchatJB,

hestumbledbackwardsalittle,touchinghispainful

jaw....

DrWatson-(panicked)(staringatBlessandSbani)if

youkeepthisbehavior,youwillleavemenochoice

buttocallsecuritytoescortyououtthehospital...

Sbani-(annoyed)itwasn'tevenameanpunch,he

shouldn'tbepussyaboutit...

MrsZulu-(annoyed)Usungimeemqaleniwithyour

behaviorrightnow.Can'tyoujustactaccordinglyfor

once,justonceinyourlifeNxi!!!

Sbani-(annoyed)(beingsarcastic)Icanneveract

"accordingly",I'mbipolarmotherdearest,orhave

youforgotten?

MrandMrsZuluswallowedhardwhileMaSiwela

eyesopenedwide,MosesstaredattheZulu'swith

anannoyedlook...



Moses-kadengakubonalukhokuthikuyahlanya(I

sawlongtimeagothatthisoneiscrazy)

MaSiwela-(takesadeepbreath)Ireallydon'tcare

aboutthedramahere?(LooksatJB)whoareyou?

DrWatson-uhmm

JB-(stopsher)itokay,letme....(fixeshisperfect

tailoredsuit)(Lookateveryone)wellmyname...

Sandile-youalreadytoldusyourname,Ithinkwhat

everyoneherewantstoknowis,whatexactlyare

doinghere?AndwhatisNellytoyou?

JB-(putshisbriefcasedown)IamMsSiwela's

lawyerandIamhereonbusiness,(handsDrWatson

afile)thatforyou,myclientsdoesnotwishtosee

anyoneofyou,Iwouldlikethatyourespecther

wishes,(handsMaSiwela,theZulu'sandSbanieach

a2pagedocuments)whatIhavehandedyouisa2

pagedocumentsthatstateswhatmyclientswishes

atthemoment....

MaSiwela-(eyesout)ngiyalingwayini!!!!



MrsZulu-isthisajoke?

Theyalllookatthepapershandedtothem,they

shakestheirheadsastheybrowsethroughthem

readingthetermsandconditions....

MrsZulu-(laughsindisbelief)Icannotbelievethis

girl,umsanganowodwalo(Thisismadness)

Sbani-(clickshistongue)(squashesthepaper)this

isbullshit!!!I'mnotsigningthisshit...

Sipho-(laughs)kunjenakeukujolanezingane(Thisis

whatdatingkidsislike)

Bless-(finishesreadingthewholedocument)wait,it

sayshere,Ican'tbelievethis?(LooksatDrWatson)

isthistrue?

DrWatson-(smiles)yes...

MrsGasa-what'strue?

Bless-(smiles)(hiswholefacelightsup)itsayhere

Nellygavebirthtotwobabies,aboyandagirl...



Theyallstopcursingandtalking,theystareatBless

likehejustsaidthestupidestthingever...

Sbani-(breathsheavy)whatdidyoujustsay?

Bless-(smiles)you'refatheroftwo,andI'manuncle..

MaSiwela-(teary)What!!!!But...but...

MrZulu-soshedidn'tlosethebaby?

DrWatson-sheDid,butIguessthegirljustdidn't

wanttobeseen,weareallstilloverwhelmedand

shocked,itveryrarethatwehaveacaseoftwin

dismiseandacaseofavanishingtwinaswell.The

boyisperfectandhealthybutthelittlegirlstillneeds

ourcare,herweightisnotyetattheacceptkg.

Sandile-soshehastostayinthatcubethingy?

DrWatson-(laughs)jeah,butshewillbeokay,her

weightisnotyetattheacceptkg.

Sandile-soshehastostayinthatcubethingy?

DrWatson-(laughs)jeah,butshewillbeokay,her



weightisnotthatbad.

MrsZulu-(smiles)sowhencanweseethebabies?

Bless-unfortunatelythatisnotpossible,according

totheseterms,shedoesnotwantanyoneseeingher

babies,Sbaniwouldbeallowedinbecauseheneeds

tosignthebirthcertificates.

MrsZulu-thisisjustbullshit,thisgirlisbeingselfish

rightnow.Imeanweallkeptthisfromherbecause

wewantedtoprotectherandherbabies.

MrZulu-butwedidlie,rightnowsheisstillangry.

MrsGasa-maybehecantakepictures...

Sandile-nocamera'sallowedeithermom.

MaSiwela-(angry)Nxi!!!!Amasimbalawa!!!

MrsZulu-sheisungrateful,howcansherobusof

thechancetoseeourgrandchildren,Zulu'sbabies...

MaSiwela-saywhatnow???ThereisnoZulubabies

here?Anikazenihlawule(youhavenotpaid

damages),thosebabiesarestillSiwela'sbabies.

Moses-Sosincewedidn'tgetserved,arewe



allowedin?

JB-Yes..

Moses-(smiles)sowhenamIseeingmy

grandchildrenDr?

DrWatson-unfortunatelyshedoesn'twantany

visitorssir,shehasstrictlyaskedthehospitalnotto

approveanyvisitorsforher,thosearehertermsin

thisfilethatwashandedtome....

MrsGasa-wow!!!

Sbaniwasquietthiswholetime,allthatwasrunning

throughhismindtwosmallrascalswhowillbe

callinghimdadsoon....

MrsZulu-Sbani,youneedtodosomethingabout

this?

Sipho-congratulationsBafo,eventhoughIdon't

approveofyourrelationshipbutI'mhappyaboutthe

newmembersoftheMagebafamily......



Sbani-(brohugshim)NgiyabongaBafo...Sowhen

canIseethem?

DrWatson-Iwillletyouknowwhen,Ineedtogo

checkonmypatient,MrBog...(can'tpronouncehis

surname)

JB-(laughs)Itokay,justJBdoc...

DrWatson-MissSiwelaaskedtoseeyoubeforeyou

leave,pleasefollowme...

Sbani-canIseeher?

JB-don'tyouunderstandEnglish?

Sbanistaresathimwithadeadlylook,JBstares

backwithanequallydeadlylook....

DrWatson-(giveshimapitfullook)I'mafraidthatis

notpossible,butIwillaskherforyou?

JB-(coldly)Zulu,keepyourweirdoincheckbecauseI

don'tmindputtinghiminastraysuit.



Hewalksoffwithonehandcarryinghisbriefcase

andtheotherhandwasinsidehispocket,he

followedbehindthedoctorwithhisHlomlaDandala

confidencewalk.....

ATMPANGENI....

MthokoparkshisGolf7R,whileShakaparkshis

MercedesBenzA45behindhim.Mthokoand

Zenandegetoutthecarandmaketheirwaytowards

herhouse,whichhasasmallcrowd,somepeople

arestandingoutsidetheirhouseslookingatthem.....

Mthoko-(looksaround)whatareallthesepeople

doinghere?

Zee-(sighs,lookingaround)yabaziabantubase

lokshiniizindababayazithandaindabazabantu(you

knowtownshippeople,theylikepeople'sbusiness)

(looksaroundagain)andyourcarsarenotmakingit

easy,itnoteverydaysuchcarsparkinthissideof



thetownship.

Theywalktowardsthegatewiththeneighborsand

peopleatthestreetstaringatthem...

Woman1-inganekalindiweleya?(IsthatLindiwe's

daughter)

Woman2-(blinks2times)ehhe,uyenauZenande,

mubukeukuthiuphathekekahlekanjani?Kodwa

umawakhenomfowabobahlalakwindluyomxasho

esiphuphelwenawupende(yesither,lookathow

welltakencareoffsheis,buthermomandbrother

stayatagovernmentshouse(RDP)whichitpaint

hasfaded)

Onewomanfromacrossthestreetshoutsatthe

twowomen....

Woman3-(shouts)bukauhlobolwezimotoezihamba

inganekaLindiwe(lookatthekindofcars,Lindiwe's



daughterdrives)

Woman-(shouts)phelazithengisangemizimbalezi

ezimhlopheangekeuphikenazo.(Wellthese

yellowbones,selltheirbodies)

Woman3-yey!!!(Clapsonce)awulamathanga

amhlopheashukwaamasendenje...

Theylaughaswoman3fixeshergownandwalks

towardstheothertwowomen...

Woman2-lingcolileitheku,angekeeyamiinganeiye

ethekwini....

Meanwhileinside....

Zenandeisangrilypackingallherbrothersclothes,

whileMthokohelpsclearingthefurniture...



Zee-don'tbotherclearingallthat,theminutesheget

aupfromthatfloorshewillbefallingandhittingall

thesethings...

Mthokocontinuestoclearthings,ashestaresata

drunkLindiweonthefloor.Shekeepsburping,andif

itmustbesaid,whatcomingouthermouthisn'ta

pleasantsmellatall,infactthewholehousestinks,

shestinks....

Mthoko-areyousureweshouldleaveherhere?

Zee-(annoyed)Yes...

Mthoko-(sighs)weshouldatleastgivehermoney

forfood..

Zee-noletherbe,shewilldrinkthatmoneyany

way...

Mthoko-wellwewillbuyherfoodinstead?

Zee-(sighs)sometimesIhatethatcaringheartof

yoursbutno,wenotbuyingLindiweanything...

(Looksather)doesthatlookslikeapersonwho



needsfood?Sheisn'tevenawaretherearepeople

insidethedamnhouse...

MthokoglancesatLindiweagain,Sheisholdinga

blacklabelstoutbottleonherhand,shekeeps

mumblingbutitisn'texactlywordssheismumbling.

Shestaresrightathiseyes,almostasifshesees

him,orlikesheknowshim,shealmostsmileswhen

sheburps,andfartsatthesametime.Mthokolooks

atherdisgustedandturnstoZenande...

Mthoko-Ihaveneverseensuchbefore...

Zee-(laughs)ofcourseyouhaven't,ukhulekuma

suburbswena,ubuzozibonaphiizintoezinje?(You

grewupinthesuburbs,wherewouldyouseesuch

things?)hereatthetownship'swehavealotofthese

oldieswhodrinklikethereisnotomorrow,

unfortunatelymymomhappenstobeanallrounder,

drunkard,crackaddict,prostitute,andnotforgetting

averybadmother,infacttheworld'sworseparent...

Mthoko-don'ttalklikethat,I'msureshewasn'tlike



thisatsomepoint...

Zee-(shrugs)wellwhatI'vejusttoldyouisallIhave

everknownmymo..Lindiwetobe...

Mthokolooksatherwithpitfuleyes,healmost

detectthesadnessinhertone,ifyoudidn'treally

knowher,youwouldn'tseethehurtbecauseshe

covereditsowell...

Zee-(shakesherhead)don'tlookatmelikethat...I

havemadepeacethatthisisLindiwe,(smiles)I'm

good.Nowhelpmewiththebags...

Shewalksoutwithonebag,Mthokotakesapicture

ofLindiweandwalksoutcarryingtheothersmall

bag...

Shaka-arethosetheonlybags?

Zee-yeah,I'msureshedrankallthemoneyIsenther



tobuyThaboclothes,noneofthepairofsneakersI

boughthimarehere,I'msureshesoldallofthem..

Shaka-wellIcameallthewayhere,I'mnotleaving

withoutseeingthefamousLindiwe...bytheway

Nellygavebirthtotwobabies...

Mthoko-what?Didn'therbodyeattheonebaby?

Zee-(hitsMthoko'sarm)that'snotnice,whatdoyou

mean2babies?

Shaka-Idon'tknowsomethingaboutavanishtwin

bla,bla.....I'mgoingtoseeLindiwe...

Hewalksofftothehouseasonewomancome

towardsZenande...

Zee-Jesus,kazeufunanilo?(Whatdoesshewant?)

Woman3-sawubonaZenah,hawuseniyathutha?

Zee-yebo,ngizothathauThabo,uzohlalanami

eThekwini.(Yes,I'mtakingThabo,hewillbeliving

withmeinDurban)



Woman3-hawu!!!Ngabeisoelihlelelo?Umntana

uzombonisani?(Isthatwise?Whatwillyoube

exposingthechildtoo?)

Zee-(confused)uqondeni?(Whatdoyoumean?)

Woman3-uhmmm...uhmmsengishoubona

kungconoukuthiinganeibonelempilooyiphila

eThekwini?Awumushiyinganilakumi(youseeit

bestthatachildseesyourkindoflifestyle?),Ican

lookafterhim,wenanjezongikhokhela1500

ngenyanga(youwillpayme1500amonth)

Zee-(raisesabrow)...thatwon'tbenecessary,

uzohlalanoantiwamieThekwini..

Woman3-(shocked)uAnti???Unoantiwena

eThekwini?(Anaunt?YouhaveanauntinDurban?)

Mthoko-(clearsthroat)yebounoanti,kahlekahle

ngizothiunomdeniwonkeeThekwini,(shakesher

hand)MthokozisiKhoza,minangumzalaka

Zenande,uAntiloakhulumangayengumama

ongizalayo(Yesshehasanaunt,infactshehasan

entirefamilyinDurban,theauntsheistalkingabout

ismymother)



Woman3-(swallowed)Lindiwehasafamily

eThekwini?

Zee-umndenikababa...

Woman3-(shocked)father?

Zee-yesandweneedtogetgoing,westillneedto

passbytheclinic...

ZenandegrabsMthokobeforethewomancouldsay

anything.....

ATTHANDEKA'S...

ShechecksSJ'stemperatureagainanditnot

lookinggood.Shefeelshisforeheadheisburning,

hiswholebodyisonfire...

Shedailshermomagain...



MrsZwane-yesbaby

Thandeka-mama,SJisburningupagain,I'vetried

everything,Idon'tknowwhattodoanymoremaybeI

shouldtakehimtothehospital?

MrsZwane-whendiditstart?

Thandeka-(worried)itbeen3andhalfhoursandit

stillhasn'tgonedowninsteaditgettingworse...

MrsZwane-(sighs)youknowwhattodo,stop

delayingthis,lomntanakadewaqalakugula...

Thandeka-mumpleaseI...

SJ-(Shouts)Mom!!!!...blood...I'mbleeding...my

noseisbleeding...

Thandeka-(teary)Jesus!!!(Givinghimawetcloth)

laydownandfaceupwardsboy...

MrsZwane-(shouts)(sternvoice)HAMBISAINGANE

KUBOTHANDEKA!!!

ShecutsthecallanddialsSbani'snumberbutit



sendshertovoicemail,soshedialsSipho'snumber...

.....

....

....

Sipho-(smiles)Ma'Zwane

Thandeka-(sniffs)Ineedyourhelp.....

ATUMHLANGAHOSPITAL....

MaternitywardB2....

Nurse-(handshertheforms)Ineedyouandthe

fatherofthebabiestofilltheseforms...

Nelly-uhmmokay...

Nurse-shouldIcallthefatherin?

Nelly-(takesadeepbreath)yeah...



Fewminuteslater....

Sbaniwalksinsideherroom,shehasthepaperson

thesideofthebed,sheisfacingawayfromthedoor.

Hesighsandwalksclosertoherbed,hiscologne

gavehimaway,shealreadyknowsheisstanding

nexttoher.Hetouchesherarmbutsheflinchesand

thathurtshim...

Sbani-babe...

Nelly-pleasedon't....justsigntheforms,thenurse

willtakeyoutogoseethem...

Sbani-babepleasejust...

Nelly-(shouts)ISAIDDON'T!!!!JUSTDON'T.....

Hesighsandtakesthepapershebrowsethrough

them,hesmileswhenhiseyeslandon...

"NKANYEZIMIRACLEZULU"



"NTSIKAYESIZWEZULU"

Hiseyesgetteary,hequicklywipesthem,hecan't

believethatsheactuallygavethemhuslastname,

consideringwhathermomsaidbackatthe

receptionabout"ihlawulo"andthenamesare

beautifulheprobablywouldhavesuckedatnaming

them,butsheamazedhimjustlikeshealwaysdoes

andgavetheirchildrenmeaningfulnames.Hefound

himselffallinginloveagain...

Sbani-you...yougavethemmylastname....

Nelly-pleasesign,Ineedtorest....

Hesighedandsigned,thenursecameincarryingthe

smallcooler.Sbanihandedherthepapers...

Nelly-pleasetakehimtoseehisbabies...

Nurse-IwillcallmycolleaguetotakehimwhenI



droptheformsatadmin,uhmmm...

Sbani-issomethingwrong?

Nurse-uhmminsidehereistheplacentasplacenta

and,uhmmandthesmallremainsoftheotherbaby,

uhmmmwecanburnitbutusuallyfamiliestakethe

placentassouhmmm...

Sbani-(takesthecooler)thankyou,wetakingit...

Thenursenodsandwalksout,Sbanitakesthe

coolerandplacesitdown.TearsrundownNellys

eyes,shesilentlycriesasshethinksabouthowher

wombkilledherbaby,thinkingabouthowsome

remainsofherbabydissolvedinsideher,basically

herveryownwombisherbaby'sgrave.Thethought

ofthatdrivesherovertheedgeas,hercriesget

louder.Sbanihugsherastheybothcryineach

other'sarms,toSbaniitfeelsalmostlikeitthefirst

timehewastoldhelosthisson....

ATMTSHIGWANEFARMS(TheZulu'shomestead)



Nganono-INGAZI,INGAZI,INGAZI......

Babo'mkhuluNganonowakesupsweating,hesits

upanddialsMrZulu....

MrZulu-hawuMagebaomkhulu...

Nganono-TellSbanitocontactme,Iwillbewaiting

forhiscallinthenext2days.Congratulationsonthe

grandchildren,uThingowillbeaspecialbaby...

Heendsthecall....

REMEMBERTOLIKEANDCOMMENTALWAYS......
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3dayslater......



ATMASIWELA'SHOUSE

MaSiwela-(annoyed)Ican'tbelieveIampreparingto

accommodatetheZulu'swhilemyowndaughter

hasn'tallowedmetoseemyowngrandchildren...

Simi-(placesthenapkinsoneachplate)Mama,just

givehertime,IknowNelly,shewillcomearound.

YhoooMaraIcan'tbelieveshewentasfaras

involvingherlawyer.

MaSiwela-Nxi!!!!Ispoiledhertoomuch,Nellyis

selfishnje.....(looksaround)uphiuZenande?

Simi-ummIthinkshewenttotakeashower,lastI

sawhereshewaspreparingporridgeforThaboand

Nkosana.

MaSiwela-okay,Ineedhertohelpmewiththe

salads.Whattimeisyourhusbandcoming?He

needstobeherealongwiththeuncles.

Simi-hewillbehereMama,whenItalkedtohimthis

morninghewasgoingtocheckonLungileand

Zisandabeforemakinghiswayhere.



MaSiwela-(lookedather)(sighs)areyoucoping

kodwa?Imeanwitheverythinggoingon?Areyou

sureyoustillwanttogothroughwiththispolygamy

thing?Youknowifyouwalkawaynobodywillblame

you?

Simi-(sighs)Ican'tsayiteasyMama,butIlove

Nhlanhla....walkingawayisnotanoption.Wewill

makethisthingwork.Wehaveto.

MaSiwela-foryoursakebaby,Ihopeitworks.

Theycarryonsettingthetableastheyengagedin

conversations.....

ATTHEZULURESIDENCE

Theunclesandthefamilyaregatheredatthelounge

area.....

MrsZulu-Idon'tseewhyweneedtohonourthe



Siwela'swhenthatgirlhasn'tevenallowedustosee

ourbabies.

Uncle2-IagreewithMakoti,whatifthosebabiesare

notZulu'sbabies?

Aunt1-Sbanisezweneedstoarrangeformetogoto

thehospitalandinspectthebaby,Ineedtoidentifyit

asaZulubaby...

MrZulu-(sighs)canwejustpleaserespectthe

mother'swishes,rightnowandacordingtothe

papersherlawyerissued,we'renotallowedin.

TodaywegototheSiwela'shouseholdandwepay

thedamages.

Uncle3-howmucharewepayingvele?Dowehave

thelist?

MrZulu-yeswedo,wepayingwhateveramountis

required,sotherewillbenonegotiations.

Aunt1-aibo!!!!!Wenotpayinglobola,sowewillpay

thereasonableamount,thegirlwasnotavirgin

phela.

MrZulu-(looksathiswife)Noziwegetready,we



can'tbelate.

ATTHANDEKA'SFLAT.....

HeplacesSJonthebedcarefully....

Sipho-Ican'tkeepdoingthisThandeka.

Thandeka-(tuckshimin)Ngiyaziokay,butyouknow

wecan'ttellyourfamily,wellatleastnotyet..

Sipho-sointhemeantimeIhavetokeepburning

impephoandcallingouttheZulu'sclannames

wheneverhestartsgettingsick.Youknowthisis

onlytemporary,andwhatIamdoingiswrong,Ican't

keepburningimpephoyakwaZuluinaflat,this

couldbedangerousThandeka.

Thandeka-(sighs)justgivemetimeokay.Lookwe

willtellyourfamilybutIjustneedtotalkwithSbani

first.IjustneedhimtogivemehistimebeforeItell

yourfamilyaboutSJ.



Sipho-Ican'tbelieveyourightnow,youriskingyour

sonslifejustbecauseyouhopingformybrotherto

seesomelightandfallforyouagain...

Thandekaleadshimoutofherson'sbedroomthey

standoutsidethepassage...

Thandeka-(looksathim)youknowIthoughtyou

understoodwhyIcan'tjusttellyourfamilywithout

talkingtoyourbrotherfirst,whyareyounowacting

out?

Sipho-(annoyed)becauseIamnotstupid

Thandeka....Iknowwhatyouhopingfor,Ijustdon't

getit,whatisitthatmybrotherhas?thatmakes

everywomanhesleepswithjustturnintohisfool.

Doeshisdickhipnotizeyousobadthatyoualljust

fallintoatrailoffoolishness.

Thandeka-Siphopleaseunderstand,Iknowthisis...

Sipho-(angry)youknowwhatIamdone,DONE

THANDEKA!!!!Iwantnopartofthis...



HefrustratedlywalkspastherbutThandekahold

himbyhisarm...

Thandeka-(breathingveryfast)pleasedon'tdothis

Sipho..

Sipho-(Annoyed)Getyouhandofme...

Shecouldseehowangryandannoyedhewas,she

neededtocomeupwithsomethingandsheneeded

tothinkveryfast....

Sipho-(angry)IWILLNOTLETYOUUSEMEAS

YOURPAWNINTHISGAMEYOUPLAYING,ITMY

BROTHERYOUWANTRIGHT?THANFUCKOFF!!!!I

Siphowillnotbeusedjustsoyoucangetintothe

"mightySbanisezwe"pants....

Andtherewasit,thiswasherchancetogethimfully



onherside,shecoulddetectthetoneofenvious

Siphohadabouthisbrother....

Thandeka-(loweredhervoice)Sipho.....

Shesaidhisnamealmostasifshewaslosingher

breathe.Shestaredintohiseyesashestaredback

intohers.Sheslowlybrushedhisarmasshebiteher

lowerlip....

Thandeka-(breathingslowly)please....I...needyou...

Hequicklygrabbedherbyherneckashesuckedon

hernape,sheclungherarmsaroundhisneck,while

herrighthandbrushedhishead....

Thandeka-(moaned)Ahhhhh...



Hepickedherup,grabbingherassandsqueezingit

whileherlegswrappedaroundhiswaist,feelinghis

thick,bazookadick.Hebroughthislipsontohers...

Sipho-(breathingheavy)bedroom?(Kissingher).....

Theycarriedonkissingeachother,whilehehelped

hertakeofherblouse.Shehelpedhimtakeoffhis

shirt.Hesqueezedherrightnipple,poppingouther

braandthrowingitonthefloor,hesuckedonher

nipples,makinghermoancrazy...

Thandeka-aaaahhhh...Jesus...ahhhleftdoortoyour

right....

Hewalkedwithhertothebedroom,threwheronthe

bedandlaidontopofherashecarriedonsucking

andbitinghernipples.Shemoanedandworkedon

hisbelt,whenshesucceeded,shepulledoutthe

bazookaandstartedtoslowlymassageit.Asmall



whitestainhadstainedhisbriefs.Hetookhisbriefs

andpantswhilesuckingherneck....

Sipho-ahhhhh..shit......

Hepositionedhimselftoherentrance,herhoneypot

wasjuicyandwaitingtobefilledup...

Sipho-grrrrrrr.....condom?....

Thandeka-(moaned)...aahhh,I'montheinjection...

Heheldherwaist,enteredthegatesofJerusalem......

ATUMHLANGANETCAREHOSPITAL

ThenursewheeledinNtsika.....



Nurse-(smiled)someoneneedsfeeding...

Nellysatupstraightandlookedatthenurseand

fakedsmiled.Shereallyhatedbreastfeeding,it

hurtsanditjustmadeherfeelsouncomfortable.

Thenursehandedherthebaby,shestaredathim

andsighed...

Nurse-(pitedher)youstillhavetroublebreast

feedinghim?

Nelly-(sighs)IthoughtIwouldgetusedtoitbutI

just...(sniffs)amIahorriblemotherthatIrather

givethemformula?

Nurse-(sighs)noyounot.ButcanItellyou

something?

Shenodded....

Nurse-youknowsomewomendon'thavetheability



tobreastfeedtheirbabies,whenIdealwiththese

womenIfindthatmajorityofthemfallinto

depressionbecausetheythinkthisisthewaywhich

theuniverseistellingthemhowhorribleandbad

mother'stheyare.Breastfeedingisaconnection

whichbringsmotherandbabytogether,itthe

specialbondwhichababycanidentifyhis/her

mother'sbreast.Whichiswhysomebabieswill

neversuckonanotherwoman'sbreastbecause

therewon'tbethatspeciallinkorbond.Itcan'tbe

createdwithanotherwomen,onlythebiological

mothercancreatethatbondwiththebaby.We

recommendbreastfeedingbecauseyourchild's

needsthosehealthynutrientsthatcomefrombreast

milk,wecanchangeyoutoformulabutdoyoureally

wanttorobyourselfofarareandonceinalifetime

chancetocreateaspecialbondwithyourbabies

justbecauseyoucan'thandlethepain?

Nelly-(teary)no...(sniffs)...

Nurse-(smiles)thinkofitaslikelosingyourvirginity,

itpainfulforacoupleoftimesyoudoitbutit

eventuallygetsbetterandworthy...



Nelly-(laughs)(sniffs)thankyou...

Nurse-(smiles)noneedtothankme,Iwasjust

doingmyjob.Nowletfeedthisguy...

ShehelpsherpositionNtsika,withherbreastout,

sheclosedhereyesashissmallmouthclungonher

nipple.Sheflinchesalittlebitremembersthenurses

wordsandtriestorelaxherself....

Nurse-(smiles)don'tdwellonthepain,youwillget

there..

Nelly-(smiles)Iguessyouright.....whenwill

Nkanyezibeoutofthosetubes?

Nurse-sheisdoingreallygreat,Ithinkbytheendof

thisweek,youwillbeabletoholdher.

Nelly-okay...(Looksathersonandsmiles)isit

possiblethatyoumovehimherewithme?

Nurse-thatcanbearranged.(Smiles)wellletme

leaveyoutwotobond.



Nellysmilesatthenurse,thenursewalksoutthe

room.OnthepassageshebumpsintoSbani...

Nurse-MrZulu...

Sbani-Ijustcamefromcheckingmysonbutheis

notthere?

Nurse-oh(smiles)heiswithhismother,thebigguy

needsfeeding..

Sbani-(smiles)okay.WillIbeabletoseemy

daughtertoday.

Nurse-ofcourse,wewillneedtoprepyouasusual.

Sbaninodsatthedoctorsandmakeshiswayto

Nelly'sroom.Whenheopensthedoorandhiseyes

landonthesightofherbreastfeedingtheirson.He

standsbythedoorandsmiles.Hewatchedhow

everynowandthanshewouldflinchandcloseher

eyes.Heappreciatedthewayshewastrying.He

rememberedhow2daysagoshewantednothingto



dowithbreastfeedingbutheresheisnow.He

smiledagainandwalkedclosertoher.Shecould

smellhiscolognesohelookedupathim,hesmiled,

shefakedsmiledathim,hishearthurtalittle

noticingthefakesmileshegavehim.Shewasstill

angry,althoughhewasn'tsosurethatshewasangry

orjustsadandgrievingfortheirsonwhodidn't

makeit...

Sbani-(smiles)hey...(brusheshissonscheek)

Nelly-hi....

Sbani-howyoufeelingtoday?

Nelly-(shrugs)okayIguess...

Sbani-(sighs)youknowyoucantalktome?Iknow

exactlywhatyou....

Nelly-(shakesherhead)don't!!!!Don'tdothat,you

havenoideahowIfeel?Itnotyouwhohastheir

babiesremainsinsideher,itnotyouwhohastheir

babiesgraveinsideher,Itnotyouwho'swombkilled

theirbaby.Sodon'ttellmehowyouknowexactly



whatIamfeelingbecauseyouDON'T!!!!NOBODY

DOES...

Becauseherbodybecomerestlessandshewas

startingtogetinfuriated,hersoncouldfeelher

energy,hestoppedsuckingonherbreastand

startedtofidget...

Sbani-I'msorry,I'msosorryandyourightIdon't

knowhowallthatfeelsbutIlostababytoo,allow

metobethereforyoubabeplease...(holdsher

hand)

Nelly-(teary)no...(snatchesherhandawayfromhim)

youlied,youpromisedmenomoreliesremember?

Sbani-(sighs)IknowIdidbabebutyouhaveto

understandthatIhadnochoice...

Nelly-(shakesherhead)youalwayshaveachoice....

I'MANGRY,SAD,HURTANDONTOPOFTHATI

HAVETOGRIEVEFORMYSON...Ican'tevenbe

happythatIgavebirthtotwowonderfulbabies.



Hetriedtotouchherbutsherefusedshakingher

head.Hersonstartedcryingsensingthefoulmood

insidetheroom.Shetriedtofeedhimbuthedidn't

wantto...

Sbani-Ithinkhehashadenoughofthat...

Nelly-areyouadoctornow?Ormaybeareyoutrying

toteachmeaboutbreastfeedingmyownson?Do

youhavebreast?

SbanisighedasbabyNtsikacontinuedtocry,Nelly

triedtoshhshhhimbutnothingwasworking,his

criesstartedtopiercethroughbothparents.Sbani

decidedenoughwasenough.Hetookthebabyaway

fromher...

Sbani-(cradlingthebaby)Iknowyouhateme

rightnowbutallowmetohelp.Youtooangrybabe,

thebabycansenseyournegativeenergy....



Nelly-(annoyed)ohsonowIamtheproblem,Nxi

HAMBALAWITHYOURPOSITIVEENERGY...

HewalkedtothedoorwithaquitebabyNtsika,he

stoodbythedoorandlookedataoveremotional

Nelly...

Sbani-Iloveyou....

Withthatsaidhewalkedoutthedoorwithhisson....

ATMA'SIWELAHOUSE

TheZulu'sgetinsidetheircars,onebyonethecars

leavetheyard...

MaSiwela-Ican'tbelieveshegaveherbabiesthe

Zulusurnamewithoutthempayingyet.



Zenande-buttheyhavepaidmama,I'msureshedid

itbecausesheknewtheywouldpay.Andtheyare

Zulubabies.

Simi-Iguessshedidn'twanttogothroughthe

hassleofchangingbirthcertificates.

MaSiwela-(sighs)yeahIguess.(Sad)ijustwishI

couldbethereforheryouknow.Ifonlyshewould

justallowme...

Theyhuggedher,consolingher....

Zenande-wellatleastyouhaveR50000inyourbank

account,youcanbuythemanythingyouwant..

Simi-(laughs)Ican'tbelievetheypaidsomuchjust

fordamages.

MaSiwela-(laughs)metoo,Ionlychangedthemthe

legalpriceofR20000butapparentlySbanitold

themhewantedtopayanextraR30000.

Simi-imagineiftheycamebackforLobola,shuthi

phelawewillbetakingsixfigures..



Theylaughastheymaketheirwayinsidethe

house....

InsideMrZulu'scar....

MrsZulu-Ican'tbelievewepaidR50000justfor

damages.

MrZulu-itwhatSbaniwantednkosikazi,whoarewe

todisputethat.

MrsZulu-thisisjustridiculous,wehaven'teven

seenthebabiesyet...

MrZuluwasabouttorespondwhenhisphone

ringed...

MrZulu-Magebaomkhulu...

Nganono-(sternvoice)Whyhasn'tSbanicalledme



yet?

MrZulu-ngikhohliweukumtshela,ngizomtshela

akushayeletoday.(Iforgottotellhim,Iwilltellhim

tocallyoutoday)

Nganono-ngiyakubonaidolobhaseligcweleikhanda,

utsheleuSbaniangithintekungazekonakaleizinto.(I

seethecityhasfilledyouhead,tellhimtocallme

beforethingsspiraloutofcontrol)

Withthatsaid,hecutthecall,MrZuluswallowed...

MrsZulu-whatiswrong?Whowasthat?

MrZulu-Nganono...

MrsZulu-(eyesout)henevercallsunlessthereis

somethingimportantorbadthattohappen.

MrZulu-thatwhyIamworried...

RemembertoLIKEandCOMMENTalways....
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2hourslater....

ATUMHLANGAHOSPITAL

Thenursefinishespreparinghertogoseebaby

Nkanyezi.

Nurse-didyousanitizeyourhands?

Nelly-(sighs)yes....Ican'tbelievethisiswhatIhave

togothroughjusttoseemybaby.

Nurse-Iknowitnotidealbutwedoallthistoprotect

thelittleone.YouwillfindMrZuluinside.

Nelly-(takesadeepbreath)hmmheisstillhere?I

thoughtheleftlongtimeago.

Nurse-(smiles)hehasbeenwithbabyNtsikathis

wholetime,thelittleguydidn'twanttorest.You're



luckytohaveamanlikehim,heisdevoutedtohis

kids.

Nelly-(fakessmiles)yeah....

Nurse-(smiles)arethesehisfirstkids?

Nelly-uhmmnohehasa4yearolddaughter.

Nurse-oh....

NellyenterstheroomwherebabyNkanyeziisbeing

kept.ShefindsSbanistandingnexttoher.....

Sbani-(staresathisbabygirl)she'sperfect..

Nelly-(holdsinhertears)yeah..

Sbani-(turnstoNelly)whyareyoustandingthere?

Nelly-(shakesherhead)Idon'twanttoseeherlike

that.

Sbani-(eyesout)(whispers)Babe.....

Nelly-(shakesherhead)no...(tearsrollingdown)

pleasedon'tmakeme.



Sbani-(walksclosertoher)shewillbeokay,she

lookshealthy,ourbabyisokay.

Nelly-(teary)Idon'twanttorememberherinside

thatthing..(sniffs)Iwanttoremembermyfirsttime

withher,whenIamabletoholdherinmyarms.

Pleasedon'tmakemerememberherlikethis,

please...

Hehugsher,pressingherheadonhischestasher

criesechoinsidetheroom.Hewhispers"I'msorry"

everythingtime.Hisarmsstillgiveherthefeelingof

safetyandhome.Shewantstojustforgiveand

forgeteverything,shewantstojustputeverything

pastherandenjoythisphaseofherlifewithher

lovedonesbutdeepdownsheisdealingwithalotof

uncertainties,stillinhisarms...

Nelly-(sniffs)howdoesshelook?

Sbani-(brushesherhead)sheisperfect,shehas

yourlips.



Nelly-isthatallshehasofme?

Sbani-(smiles)yes,sheisaZulubabywhatdidyou

expectshewilllooklike?

Nelly-(smiles)(sniffs)me.

Shegigglesalittle,thatmakeshimsmileandhave

hopethatjustmaybetheywillbeokay....

ATZANDILE&SIPHO'SHOUSE

Shetrieshisnumberagainbutitsendsherstraight

tovoicemailjustlikethe13thtimeshehasbeen

tryingtocallhim.ShesighsanddailstheZulu

residence....

Mavis-Zuluresidencehello?

Zah-SawubonaMavis,itZandile

Mavis-(smiles)MrsSiphoZulu,whatcanIdofor



youtoday?

Zah-(smiles)hawuMavis,whysoformal,

ngakutshelangathiungibizengoZandile(Itoldyou

tocallmeZandile)

Mavis-(smiles)Ihavetorespectyoumam.

Zah-(laughs)hhayiwena!!!Iwascallingtocheckif

SIphoisstillthere?Havetheunclesleft?

Mavis-uhmmtheunclesarestillherebutSiphois

not,infactIhaven'tseenhimtoday.

Zah-(confused)hawu!!!Angithibezohamba

nomalumebeyakwaSiwelatopaydamages?

(Wasn'thegoingtogototheSiwelahome)

Mavis-Idon'tknowmam,buthewasn'therewhen

theunclesleftfortheSiwelahome,maybetheywere

goingtomeethimthere.

Zah-uhmmmokaythankyouMavis.

Sheendsthecallandgoestoprepareherkidsfor

bed....



ATTHANDEKA'SFLAT

Siphowasinsidethebathroombusycleaning

himself.Thandekawasmakingherbedwhenshe

noticedhisphoneflashingapurplelight.Shewalked

toitandpickeditup.

26miscalls

35textmessages(whatsapp)

10messagesfrom"Craig"

Siphocameoutthebathroomfixinghisbelt,hiseyes

landedonThandekaholdinghisphone.He

frustratedlywalkedtowardsherandsnatchedhis

phoneawayfromher...

Sipho-(annoyed)wenzan?(Whatareyoudoing?)



Thandeka-I'msorry,Ijustsaw...

Sipho-(sternvoice)Idon'tgiveafuckwhatyousaw

butmyphoneisofflimits.UyangizwaThandeka?

Shecouldseetheangervisibleinhiseyes,the

stresslinesonhisforehead,itsafetosaythiswasn't

theSiphosheknew.Hewasalsobreathingheavily,

whichkindofconfusedher...

Thandeka-JesusSipho,youdon'thavetobitemy

headoff,IsaidI'msorry.

Sipho-(lookedathisphone)whatdidyousee?

Thandeka-nothing.

Sipho-(staredather)Unesiqinisekosalokho?(Are

yousure?)

Shedidn'tlikethewayhewasstaringather,she

nodded.Hecalmeddownandreliefwashedoverhis

wholefaceandhebegantorelaxagain,theSipho



sheknewwasnowback...

Thandeka-Ithinkyoushouldleave,itlate.

Sipho-yeahyouright.

Hewalksoutthebedroomwithoutevenglancingher

way.Okay,shedidn'texpectthat,notthatshe

wantedsomekindofaffectionbutthewayheacted

wasn'twhatshehadinmind...

ATTHEZULURESIDENCE

NtombiandSbanisimultaneouslyparktheircar.

Nomaexcitedlygetsoutthecarandrunsstraights

toherdad'scar....

Sbani-(picksherup)(smiles)helloprincess...

Noma-(smiles)daddy,momsaidI'mgettingababy



brotherandsisterforChristmas

SbanistaresatNtombi,shemouths"Zandiletold

me"hesighsandturnshisattentionbacktohis

daughter....

Sbani-(smiles)yesyou'rebutthatwillhappenifonly

youbeagoodgirl.

Noma-(excited)Iamagoodgirl.Somommyisgoing

tohavetwobabies?

Ntombiclearsherthroat....

Ntombi-babywhydon'tyougoinsidesothat

mommyanddaddycantalk.

Noma-(frowns)butIamstilltalkingtodaddy.

Ntombi-youwillseedaddyinside,theadultsneedto

talk.



Noma-(frowns)NO!!!(placesherheadonher

father'schest)

Sbani-(kissesherforehead)tellyouwhat,goinside

andgreeteveryone,tonightyouwillsleepwithdaddy

andtomorrowwecangotothehospitalsoyoucan

chooseyourbrotherandsister...

Noma-(excited)Yeeeyy!!!!!Iwillchooseonewho

willbebeautifullikeme.

Sbani-(smiles)yes...

Heplacesherdownandsherunsinsideleavingher

parentsstandingwatchingher.Itgoessilentfora

fewminutes,itthatawkwardsilent.....

Ntombi-(looksdown)soyou'readadof3now?

Sbani-(smiles)yeah,Istillcan'tbelieveit.

Ntombi-(swallowed)Iamhappyforyou.

Sbani-(staresather)thankyou....



Shecouldfeelthetearsbuildingup,shetriedso

hardholdingtheminbutshewastolatebecause

whensheblinked,theyrandownbothhercheeks,he

noticedthem,partofhimhurt,hewouldalwayshave

asoftspotforher.Hemovedclosertoher,wipes

hertearsasmorefollowedandbroughthercloserto

hischesthuggingher....

Sbani-don'tdothistoyourself.

Ntombi-(crying)(sniffs)I'msorry,Iamnotsad

believeme,Iamtrulyhappyforyou,Iknowhow

muchyouwantedabigfamily.

Sbani-(kissedthetopofherhead)(brushesher

back)youknowyoumademewantabigfamily,I

haveyoutothankformakingmethiskindofperson.

Iwillforeverbegratefulfortheyearsweshared

together.

Ntombi-(teary)Icouldn'tgiveyouthatfamily,Ifailed.

I'msorry.

Sbani-(flinched)(bodystiffen)Idon'twanttotalk

aboutthat....



Ntombi-(movesfromhim)(staresathim)you

haven'tforgivenmeforsleepingwithyourbrother,

haveyou?

Hebrusheshisheadfrustratedlyandstaredather

takingadeepbreath...

Sbani-weshouldgoinside.Myfatheriswaitingfor

me.

Withthatsaidheturnedandwalkedinsideleaving

herstandingthere.....

ATZANDILE&SIPHO'SHOUSE

Zandileheardhiscarparkinsidethegarage.She

walkedtothekitchenandwarmedtheirfoodupand

setthetablewheretheyweregoingtohavetheir

supperat.Siphogotoutthecar,hisphonevibrated,



indicatinganincomingcall...

"Craig"

Shebrushedhisface....

Sipho-Ican'tdealwiththisrightnow...

Heendedhiscallanddivertedhiscalls.Hewalked

insidethehouseandfoundZandileseated,waiting

forhimwithhisfood.Hetookadeepbreathand

smiledwalkingtowardsher.Shesmiledback

lookingathim,examiningeverydetail.Henoticed

thathislastthreebuttonsofhisshirtwereleft

opened,hesmelledofadifferentshowergel,it

wasn'tfeminineormuscular,itwasjustmild.He

couldfeelherstareonhim....

Sipho-(smiles)youdidn'thavetowaitforme?



Zah-Iwantedtoo,phelaungumnyeniwami(you're

myhusband)

Shesaidthatputtinganemphasisonthe"wami"

part,asshegotupgoingtothekitchen.Forsome

reasonhefeltsomethingwasamiss,itcouldbehis

guilteatinghimupbutZandilewasactingdifferent.

Shecamebackcarryingabowlwithlukewarm

waterandacleandishcloth.Hewashedhishands

andwipedthem...

Sipho-Ngiyabongamkami...

Zah-(fakedsmiled)anythingforyouMageba.

Sheplacedthebowlandclothaside.Theygathered

theirhandssayingGrace....

Them-Amen...



Sipho-itsmellsdelicious.

Zah-(staresathim)Imadeitspeciallyforyou.

Heswallowed,hecouldn'tevenlookathiswife.This

wholetimeZandilewasstaringathim.Hesuddenly

losthisappetite....

Zah-(drinkingherwine)so,howdidthedamagesgo?

Sipho-(clearsthroat)uhmm,theywentokay..

Zah-(looksathim)younottouchingyourfood.

(Smiles)yini,youstillfullfromwhattheSiwela's

preparedorMavisdishedforyoubeforeyoucame

here?

Sipho-(fakelaughs)hahaheyyeahyeahMavis

dishedmeamountain.I'msorrymkami,Iwilleat

thistomorrowmorning.

Zah-(fakedsmiled)okay.Youcangoupstairsand

getoutofthoseclothes.Iwillbetheretopreparea

bathforyou.



Sipho-uhmm,don'tworrymkami,Iactually

showeredbackatMageba'shouse.Ijustwanttolie

down.Goodnight..

Withthatsaid,hewalkedupthestairswithouteven

lookingatherorkissinghergoodnight.Shesatthere,

thinkinghowhejustliedthroughhisteeth.Shetook

adeepbreath,stoodupandclearedthetable.After

afewminutessheswitchedthelightsoffand

followedhimupstairs.Shelookedatthefloorof

theirbedroomandhisclotheswerenotthere,which

wasoddbecause,shealwayshastopickthemup

andthrowtheminsidethelaundrybasket.She

walkedtothebathroomandfoundhisclothesinside

thelaundrybasket,neatlyputinside.Shewasabout

toleavewhensomethinginsidehertoldhertolook

insidehispants.Shegrabbedthemandsearchedhis

pockets,whichtoherdisappointmentsshefound

nothing,shewasabouttothrowthembackinside

whenhereyeslandedonthewhitedryedoutstain.



TWOWEEKLATER...
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ATMASIWELA'SHOUSE

Theywereallseatedaroundthetablehaving

breakfast.

Simi-(smiles)youmustbeexcited,Nellyisbeing

dischargedtoday.Youwillgettoseethebabies.

Zenande-(smiles)Ican'twait,YhoooIcan'tbelieveIt

willbethefirsttimeseeingthem.

Mthoko-(laughs)YhooominaIstillcan'tbelieveshe

serveduspapersjustrestrictingustogonearher

andherbabies.



Theylaugh,wellexceptforMaSiwela....

Mthoko-(looksathismother)mama,You'vebeen

awfullyquietthismorning.Ngabekonkekuhamba

kahle?

MaSiwela-noMthokozisi,nothingiswell,yazi

kunzimaukubaumzali,whenyou'reparentyou're

expectedtomakesacrificesanddecisionsforyour

children,fortheirbenefit,nomatterhowhardthose

decisionsare.Youcanonlyhopeasaparentthat

yourchildrenwouldatleastunderstandwhereyou

comingfrom.Butwhatdoyoukidsdo?Youjust

throweverythingrightintoourfaces,ungreatful

brats.Kahlekahlewhatisitthatyoukidswant

vele?(looksatZenande)nifunani?

Zenande-(looksaround,thanlooksdown)uhmm

mama...

MaSiwela-(looksatSimi)Simi?Whatisitthatyou

want?Ngitshele?Whyisitthatyouchildrenare

neversatisfiedwithyourparentsefforts?What'sthe

problem?



Simi-(looksaround,thanlooksdown)Idon'tknow.

MaSiwela-(looksatMthoko)wenaUfunani?Whatis

itthatyouwantthatIhaveneverdoneforyouorI

willneverdoforyou?

Mthoko-(swallows)nothing.

MaSiwela-(bangsthetable)EXACTLY!!!!NOTHING,

youknowwhy?Becausethereisn'tanythingthata

lovingparentwouldn'tdofortheirchildren.Butwith

youkids,oureffortsjustgoinvain.(Shakesherhead)

(laughsindisbelief)myownchild,hasthegutsto

servemewithlawyers.Myownchild,theverysame

childthatIkilledforjustsoshecanliveahappysafe

life.Wow!!!(Teary)Iamdone!!!DONE....

Shestandsupfromthetablewithtearsrunning

downhercheeks.Mthokotriestostopherbutshe

shakesherheadandwalksupstairs,leavingthe

tablesilent,witheveryonejustlostforwords.Aftera

fewminutes,theyhearthedoorshut.Itgoessilent

forafewminutesagain..



Thabo-(looksatZenande)whyisgogocrying?

Zenande-(clearsherthroat)uhmm,she..uhmm

Simi-(brushesThabo'sarm)baby,gogowillbefine,

shejusthasflu,gogoneedstorest.

Thabo-(thoughtful)uhmmokay...

Mthoko-heybigguy,whydon'tyoutaketherestof

thepancakesandgositattheloungeandwatch

thosecartoonsyoulovesomuch.

Thabo-(smiles)okay.

Thabowalksoutthelivingroomwithhispancakes.

Oncetheyhearthetvon,theystarttalking...

Zenande-(sad)shereallyisn'ttakingthiswhole

thingwell.

Simi-Yeah,Imeanwejokeaboutitbutitgettingto

her,sheisreallyhurt.Imeanthisisheronly

daughterwetalkingabout.

Zenande-andsheisbeingrobbedthechancetohelp



herfigureoutmotherhood.

Mthoko-(sighs)IwilltryandtalktoSbani,seeifis

thereachanceshemightletmamaseethebabies.

Simi-(confused)wait?!!Kantiisn'tshecominghere?

Sincesheisbeingdischarged?

Mthoko-sheshouldbecomingherebutwith

everythinggoingon,Iamreallynotsure...

Zenande-letcallNomvelo,maybeshemightbeable

tohelpusaswell.

Simi-(sighs)yeah....

ATUMHLANGAHOSPITAL

Sbanienterstheroom,hefindsthebedmadeup,his

heartstarttobeatveryfast,"coulditbethatshehas

leftalready"hethoughttohimself,hewasstill

distractedbyhisownthoughts,whenthedoor

opened,heturnedandlookedatwherethedooris,in

walksNelly,whoisdressedinapinksweatpant,

withawhiteformalblousematchedwithablazer.



Herhairwasmadeup,fromheadtowaistshe

lookedprofessional.ShewasfollowedbyJB,anda

youngladywhichhehasneverseenbefore.

Nelly-(sitsonthebed)(withoutstaringathim)you

earlytoday.

Sbani-(looksaround)Yeah,wellIfiguredsinceit

wasyourlastdayhere,Ishouldcomeearlysowe

cansorteverythingoutandandgetyououtofhere.

Nelly-(takesafilesfromthelady)(looksthroughit)

ohyoudidn'thavetoo,(handstheladythefileback)

thislooksgood.Makeacopyandsendittomy

Dropboxaccount.(LooksatJBandthelady)thatwill

beallfortoday.EnjoyChristmas,Bridgetwewillsee

eachotherearlynextyear,unlesssomethinglikethis

comesup.

Bridget-(smiles)ThankyouMissSiwela,Iappreciate

theopportunity,Iwon'tletyoudown.

JB-(smiles)youbetternot,orelseIwilllookbad,I'm

theonethatrecommendedyouremember?(Looks

atSbaniandsmirks)prettyladyhere"TRUSTS"my



judgement.

Sbani-(tryingtocalmdown)Nellycanwetalk?

Nelly-(looksatSbani)okay....guys?

Bridgetnodsandbidsfarewell,JBwalkstowards

NellybutSbaniblockshim,givinghimthe"don't

eventhinkaboutitlook"JBlooksatNelly,she

shakesherhead....

Nelly-(sighs)I'mfine

JB-areyousure?

Sbani-(staresathimcoldly)areyoudeaf?Shesaid

she'sfine.

JB-(staresathimback)Idon'tknow,maybeIam

justnotcomfortableleavingherwithalunatic,who

knowsmaybeyouforgotyourpillstoday.

Somehowthathurther,yesshewasverymuchstill

undecidedaboutwhereshestandswithhimbut



hearingJBtalklikethatpissedheroff,shemoved

infrontofSbani,foldedherarmsandstaredcoldlyat

JB...

Nelly-MrBogatsu,Ithinkyoushouldleave.

JB-(noticeshowannoyedshelooked)Iam..

Nelly-whyareyoustillhere?

JBsighedandlookedatheronelasttimebefore

makinghiswayouttheroom.NellyturnedtoSbani,

shelookedathim,hehadablankface,shecouldn't

tellwhatwasgoingoninsidehishead...

Nelly-I'msorryaboutthat.

Sbani-what'sgoingon?Whywashehere?Andwho

wasthatlady?

Nelly-Ineededtofinalizeonelastthingonthe

NigeriandealbeforewewenttotheChristmas

holidays.IrealisedtheonlywayIcanactuallywork



inthisprojectwithoutoverworkingmyselfisifIget

aPA.SoJBrecommendedBridgetandcreateda

temporarycontract.

Sbani-sofornow,whoispayingher?

Nelly-thatwhyIaskedJBtodrawupatemporary

contract,rightnowIampayingherfrommyown

pocket.

Sbani-(takesadeepbreath)youlosingmoney,when

youcouldhavetoldmeyouneededaPA,Icould

havemadeitHR'sfirstprioritytaskaftertheycome

backfromtheholidays.Whydidyouhavetogoto

himwhenyoucouldhavejustcametome?

Nelly-(takesherbagandstartspacking)Ididn't

reallythinkthatfarokay!!!

Sbani-(looksather)andwhyareyoudressedlike

that?

Nelly-(takesoffherblouseandblazer,replacingit

withasweater)oh,Ijustcamefromaconference

callwiththeNigerians.

Sbani-(eyesout)WHAT?!!!!Whydidyouhavetodoit,



couldn'tJasonhandleit?Nellyyou'rebreastfeeding.

Nelly-Ididn'tevenleavethehospitalthatlong,itwas

anhourmax.JustbecauseIambreastfeeding

doesn'tmeanIamencableofdoingotherthings.

Sbani-(brusheshisfacefrustratedly)andwhodid

youleavemykidswith?

Nelly-IaskedNomvelotokeepaneyeonthem.

BesidesJBwashereaswell.

Sbanifrustratedlykicksthebed,rubbinghisface,

thismakesherjump.Shecouldseehowangryhe

was,andhowmuchhewastryingtoholditinbut

failing...

Sbani-(angry)IFIHEARTHATMAN'SNAMEONE

MORETIMEISWEARNELLYUZONYA,IDAREYOU

TOSAYIT?(Staresather)

Helookedatherdeadly,thiswasthefirsttimeshe

hasseenhimthisangry,probablyeventhefirsttime



hehastalkedtoherlikethis.Herbreathingstarted

tochange,shefeltscaredbutshewasalsoangry,

shewasconflicted.Sheangrilymovedpasthim

bumpinghisshouldersgoingtothecloset,taking

herclothes.Hewatchedhereverymove.Shecould

feelherbodytakingstrain,shewasexhaustedbut

shedidn'twanttoshowit....

Nelly-(sitsonthebed)(takesadeepbreath)areyou

goingtostandandwatchme?Orareyougoingto

makeyourselfusefulandhelpme?

Sbani-(annoyed)Ididn'tknowyouneededmyhelp,

angithiwenaungu"superwoman"orevenbetter,

whydon'tyoutellJBtoissuepapersallowingmeto

help,heseemstobeyourdictatortheseday,he

knowswhatbestright?

Nelly-(clickedhertongue)(mumbled)maybeI

should.

Shestoodupfromthebed,whenshewasaboutto

movepasthimagain,Sbaniheldherwrist,he



wrappedhisrightarmaroundherwaist,pickingher

up,shewasstillsensitive,thegribhehadaroundher

stomachhurther...

Nelly-(teary)you'rehurtingme..

Hesatheronthebed,lockedherinbetweenhislegs

andheldbothherwristtightly,hewassoangry,he

wasactuallylivid.Partofhisangerwaslosinghis

child,wastheuncertaintyofhisrelationshipstatus.

Hestaredatherastearsrandownhercheeks.Ifit

wasanyotherday,thosetearswouldhavehita

nerveonhimbutnottoday,hewasjusttoangrywith

herandhimself...

Sbani-uthini?Awuphindeangizwanga?(whatdidyou

justsay?Repeatwhatyoujustsaid,Ididn'thearyou)

Hepresseddownonherwrists,hurtinghereven

more...



Sbani-NGITHIPHINDALENTOOYISHILONELLY?

AKUSAKHULUMEKIYINI?

Nelly-(crying)Ididn'tsayanything,I'msorryokay,is

thatwhatyouwanttohear?

Sbani-(laughsindisbelief)Idon'twantyoursorry,do

youknowwhatIwant?

Nelly-(sniffs)(shakesherhead)no...

Sbani-(smirks)Good!!!IWANTYOUTOSTOP

ACTINGLIKEYOU'REALONE,YOUNEEDTO

SWALLOWYOURPRIDEANDSTOPACTINGLIKEA

SPOILEDPRIVILEGEDBRATANDHEARUSOUT,

ESPECIALLYYOURMOTHER.SIYAZWANA?

Nelly-(nods)(crying)

Sbani-GOOD!!!Hereiswhatgoingtohappen,I'm

goingtodriveyoutoyourmother'stoday.Youwillbe

stayingthereuntilwefigurethingsout.Youneedher

help.TomorrowIwillpickyouguysupweheadingto

myhomesteads,ineedtointroducethekidstomy

ancestors,Ineedtobe"imbeleko"forthem.Wealso



needtoburytheplacentasalongwith....(closeshis

eyesandopensthemagain)

Nelly-(crying)youdon'thavetosayit.

Sbani-(let'sgoofherwrists)nowfinishpacking,I

willsortoutyouguysdischargeforms,whenIcome

backweleaving.

Nelly-(sniffs)(rubsherwrists)okay.

Henoticeshebruisedherwrists,shepullsher

sleevesdownandcoversthem...

Sbani-look...

Nelly-(wipeshertears)(bold)don't!!!Thisisn'tthe

timetolickmywounds.

Sbani-(giveshertheblanklooktoo)Iwasn'tgoingto,

Iwasjustgoingtosay,makesurenobodysees

thosebruises,wedon'twanttoaddontoour

problems.

Nelly-youmeanyoudon'twantanyonethinking



you'reunstable..

Itgoessilent,helooksathershocked,maybealittle

hurt.Whenitregisterswhatshejustsaid....

Sbani-DON'T!!!we'renotlickingwoundsremember...

Withthatsaidhewalksouttheroom....

ATTHEZULURESIDENCE

Theyfinishpackingalltheirbagsintotheircars....

MrZulu-Ithinkweshouldgonow,wedon'twantto

drivelateatnight,theroadsarebadthatside.

Shaka-ain'twewaitingforSbani?

MrsZulu-no,Nellyandthebabiesarebeing

dischargedtodaysohewilldrivetomorrowwith



them.NtombiyouridingwithusornaboZandile?

Ntombi-uhmm,Idon'tmindgoingwithanyone

mama.

Shaka-youshoulddrivewithme,I'mtheonlyone

whoisdrivingalone.

Ntombi-(looksathim)uhmmokay.

MrZulu-wellsincewe'reallsettled,lethittheroad

Zulufamily.

Theyallwalkoutsidetotheirrespectivecars.

ZandilewaitsforSiphotofinishwithhiscallbefore

theyjointheothercarswhohavelefttheyard...

Zah-(fastenherseatbelt)Ithoughtyouwouldnever

finish.

Sipho-(fakeslaughs)businessmkami,business.

Zah-yousurehavebeengettingalotofthese

businesscallslately.

Sipho-(fakeslaughs)uhmmjeah,kidsareyouread



forthetrip?

Kids-(excited)YEYY!!!!

Hedrivesofftheyard,withhiskidssingingatthe

backandZandilefacingthewindow...
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InsideSbani'scar...

Thetensioninsidethecarissothickyoucanalmost

cutitwithaknife.Thesilenceisdisturbedbyhis

phoneringing,thescreenindicatesthatitBless

calling...

Sbani-Bafo..

Bless-what'sup?Ihaven'theardfromyousince



yesterday.

Sbani-(laughsalittle)areyoumissingme?

Bless-(laughs)voetsek!!!...

Theybothlaugh...

Bless-(sighs)ontherealthough,everythingokay?

Sbani-(sighs)uhmmnotreally,butnothingIcan't

handle.

Bless-(quiet)....ismysi...

Sbani-you'reoncarspeaker,I'mdrivingNellyand

thetwinshomes.

Bless-(clearsthroat)ohh....amIallowedtosayhi?

SbanistaresatNelly,shelooksbackathim,they

keeptheeyecontactforafewsecondsbeforehe

breaksitandfocusesontheroad...



Sbani-Idon'tknow,butshecanhearyou,Iamglad

youasked,phelayoudon'twanttofindyourself

beingsued.

Nellyshootshimadeadlylook,hedoesn'tlookat

herbutratherlooksathisreviewmirror.Bless

chucklesontheotherside.

Bless-(laughs)mxm,youknowIgotmoremoney

thanthatmalumeJB,solethimsueme.

Sbani-(chuckles)yeah,maybewithhisshareofthe

moneyIcantakehimtowhereIbuymysuits.Ayeke

kugqokabrandwood.

Blessburstoutlaughing,SbaniglancesatNellyand

findsherlookingoutthewindow,shelooksabsent

minded.

Sbani-manIwillcallyoulater,whenisyourmother

landing?



Bless-twodaysfromnow,Iknowyouheadingtothe

homesteadstomorrowsoyouwon'tbeavailableto

welcomeher,Iunderstand.

Sbani-okay.Sendmemylove.

Bless-alright,Iwillringyoulater.....byemommy...

Shewassolostinherthoughtsthatshedidn'thear

Bless.Sbanistopsattheengengarage.Henudges

her,sheturnsandlooksathim....

Sbani-doyouneedanything?

Nelly-(shakesherhead)cha..

Afterafewminuteshegetsbackinsidethecarand

drivesoutthegarage....

Nelly-(shiftsinherseat)howlongwouldwestayat

yourhomestead.



Sbani-(glancesather)Ithink3daysisenough.But

dopackextraclothesjustincaseitmorethanwhat

weexpect.

Silencesfillsthecaragain,hisphonerings,

indicatingthat"unknownnumber"buthealready

knowsitThandeka.Heignoresituntilitstops

ringing.Nellyglancesather,heglancesbackather

forafewsecondsthanfocusesontheroad.The

phoneringsagain,thescreensstillshowsitthe

"unknownnumber"hestillignoresit...

Nelly-(looksathim)whyareyounotanswering?

Sbani-(bold)Angifuni

Nelly-(foldsherarms)(raiseshereyebrow)awufuni?

Oryoujustdon'twanttoanswerwithmehere?

Sbani-Whicheveritisthatapplicabletoyou,

(glancesather)

Sheclickshertongueandlooksoutsidethewindow,



hefocusesonhisdriving,everynowandthanhe

wouldcheckontheirbabiesattheback,theyseem

tobeenjoyingtherideintheirfather'scarbecause

noneofthemaresleepingbuttheyjustquiet.His

phoneringsagain,itthesame"unknownnumber"

theystareateachother,Sbaniwasabouttoreject

thecallwhenshepressedaccept...

Thandeka-Ihavebeentryingtogetyouforthepast

twoweeks,yiniuyangiziba,Ithoughtwehadan

agreementtomeet.

Nellyfoldsherarmsandturnsherwholebody

lookingathimwithherbrowraised...

Sbani-(boredtone)hellotoyoutooThandeka.

Thandeka-(sighs)whenarewemeeting,Ireally

needtotalktoyou.Iknowshejustjusthadtwinsso

sheisn'treallybreathingdownyourneck,youcan

maketimeforus.



Sbani-(laughs)whatdoyouwantThandeka?

Thandeka-Sbaniweneedtotalk.

Sbani-ItoldyouIwouldgetbacktoyounowwhy

can'tyoujustwaitformetocontactyou.

Thandeka-becausewhatweneedtotalkaboutis

urgentandimportant.

Sbani-everythingthaturgentandimportantIgotit

rightherewithmerightnowsoIdon'tthinkso.

Thandeka-lalela,Iwillsendyouthelocationtomy

flat,justincaseyouchangeyourmind,Iamfree

tonight.

Shehangedup....

Nelly-Ithoughtshewasanobody,nowyou're

planningtomeetanobody.

Sbani-itnotwhatyouthink.AndIdidn'tplan,you

heardforyourselfshewantstotalknotme.

Nelly-butyouagreed,thefactthatyouwerewilling



tolistentohersaysalot.

Sbani-Ijustsaidthattogetherofmycase.IfI

wantedtoseeherIwouldhavelongseenher.

(Looksather)getallthosestupidideasoutyour

head.

Shekeepsquietandlooksoutthewindowpissed,he

looksatherandshakeshishead.Heisnotinthe

moodtobegher,sheisclearlynotinthemoodto

fighthim,theybothjustexhausted...

45minuteslater....

ATMASIWELA'SHOUSE

MaSiwelahearsthegateopenandTobi'sloud

barking,shewakesupfromthebedandheadsto

herwindow,shewatchesasSbani'sJeepparks

insidetheyard.Partofherhopesthatherdaughter

andgrandchildrenareinsidethatJeep.Shequickly



fixesherselfandwalksdownstairs.....

Mthoko,ZenandeandSimistandbythedoor

excitedlywaitingforNellyandthetwins.MaSiwela

findsthemstanding...

MaSiwela-(looksatthem)andthen?Whyyouall

standingherefor?

Simi-(smiles)hawumama,wewaitingforthemto

getinside.

MaSiwela-didn'titoccurtoanyofyouthatthey

mightneedhelp.

Theyalllookatherasifrememberingsomething,

ZenandeandSimirunexcitedlyoutside,theminute

theyreachwherethecaris,theyjumponNelly

huggingher,shesmileshuggingthemback,she

findsherselfcryingaswell,whowasshefooling

thesepeoplerighthere,shemissedmost,evenwith

themhurtingheralittlebecauseherwaistand



stomacharestillsensitive,atthismomentnothing

matters....

Simi-(smileswhilecrying)ImissedyouNenoh..

Zee-(pincheshercheeks)(smiles)Iamhappyyou're

home,itwasn'tthesamewithoutyourpresence.

Nelly-(smiles,sniffs)Imissedyouguyssomuch,

(wipeshertears)

ShelooksatSbani,helooksather,givingherthe

look.Shetakesadeepbreathandlooksatthegirls...

Nelly-(smiles,wipeshertears)IknowIacted...

Zee-(stoppingher)(shakesherhead)youdon'tneed

toexplainsis,Iunderstand.

Simi-(smiles)whenweangryandoverwhelmedwe

dothingswithoutthinking.WhichiswhyI(looksat

Zenande)actuallywedonotholdanythingthatyou

didagainstyou.



Simitriestoholdherhandsbuttouchesherwrist

whichmakesherflinchinpain...

Simi-(concerned)areyouokay?

Nelly-(pullshersleevesdown)uhmmIuhmIhad

dripsonmywristssoitstillverymuchhurts.

Nothingmajorthough.

Simi-areyousure?Icanhavealookatitifyouwant?

Nelly-(shakesherhead)No,No,no...I'mokay.

Zee-(excited)soIknowI'mhappyandalltoseeyou

buttherearetwopeopleIactuallywanttoseethe

most.

Simi-(clapshands)yeessss!!!Wherearethelittle

rascals.

Nelly-(smiles)stillinsidethe...

Shecouldn'tevenfinishhersentencebecausethey

rushedpastherscreaming...



Sbani-(smiles)don'tcrowdmyexecutivesquad

please.

Zee-mxmawukahlewena,(foldsarms)openthe

doorIwanttoseemyGodchildren..

Simi-(looksather)whendidyougetappointed?

Zee-haiybo,Idon'tneedto,I'mtheobviouspic.Sbari

vulaiscabhasemoto.

Sbani-(smiles,lookingatthem)No....rightnowyou

allhypedup,kahlekahlefuthiidresscodeyenuis

notappropriate.

Theylookateachotherandfoldtheirarmslooking

athim,hefoldshisarmssmirkingatthem.Thisis

actuallythefirsttimetheythisfreearoundhim,

mightbebecausehetooisstilloverjoyedbythe

birthofhiskids...

Simi-manjeweshouldbeformal?



NellywalksandstandsnexttoSbani,shesmiles

lookingathimandthanthem.Asmuchastheynot

inagoodplaceandtheirrelationshipstatusis

uncertainnobodyneedstoknow,rightnowthey

needstobeoneteam,ifthereisanythingtheyboth

candoisworktogetherandgiveouttheirbest

performance...

Nelly-kantinicabangani,youmeetingtheexecutive

squad,youcan'tbelookinglikeyougoingtomeet

theKardashians.

Zee-(rollseyes)savelelwa

Theyalllaugh...

Mthokowalkstowardsthemwithabigsmileonhis

face.Nellyrunstohim,hepicksherupandswings

heraround.Theyhugeachotherfordearlife...



Mthoko-(kissesherforehead)mtakama

Nelly-(cries)I'msorry.(Tightlyholdshim)

Mthoko-(brushesherback)Iknow...

Theybreakoffthehug,shepullshersleevesdown

again,shemakessuresheholdstheedges.He

smilesandwipeshertears....

Mthoko-(smiles)thepersonwhoyouneedto

apologisetothemostisinside,(looksather)sheis

veryhurt,Iknowwhatwedidiswrongbutwewould

doitagainandagainifitmeantyougettohold

thosetwopeopleinsidethatcar.Sowenot

apologeticaboutit,gotalktoMaSiwela.

Nelly-(sniffs)okay.

Shelooksbehindher,theyalllookbackather,she

takesadeepbreathandwalkstowardsthehouse...



InsideShaka'scar...

Thedrivehasbeenratheranawkwardone,wellit

hasbeenawkwardforNtombi,Shakahaspretty

muchjustbeenhimself.Theyhavehadsmalltalks

hereandthere,anditbeenShakawhostartedthe

conversations....

Shaka-soyoujustgoingtobesilentthewholetrip.

Ntombi-(looksoutthewindow)Idon'tknowwhat

youexpectmetosay.

Shaka-(sighs)comeonNto,therewasatimewhere

youandmewereclose,Imissedthosetimes.

Ntombi-(sighs)yeswewere,butwhenIlookatyou

now,Idon'tseethemanIknew,Idon'tseeBoyce.I

seethemanwhosupportedhisbrothersinfidelity,I

seeamanwhoabandonedmeandthrewmetothe

firewhentheheatgottomuch.

Shaka-(shakeshead)youseethatwereyou're

wrong,Ididn'tsupportSbani'scheatingwaysbutI



couldn'tjudgehimandactallrighteouswhenIam

nothollymyself.Ifuckingsleptwithhiswife.

Ntombi-wecan'treallycomparethetwo,what

happenedbetweenmeandyouwasadrunken

mistake.Sbanicarriedoutanaffair.

Shaka-nosinisbiggerthantheother.Ntoyouneed

tostoplookingforpeopletoblameforyourfailed

marriagewithmybrotherandacceptthatwhether

wehadslepttogetherornot,oryouhadfalled

pregnanthewasstillgoingtoleaveyoutheminute

hiseyeslandedonNelly.Stopbeatingyourselfup

thinkingaboutallthewhatif'sandjustacceptthat

youwerenottheproblemneitherwhereyouractions,

mybrotherfellinlovewithanotherwoman.

Itgoessilent....

Heglancesatherandseestearsrunningdownher

cheeks,shewipesthemofbutmorecomeout.He

feelssorryforher,hehasbeensocaughtupinother

thingsthathehasn'treallytakenthetimeto



understandhowthiswholesituationaffectedher.

Everyonehasbeenonthewhole"Ntombiiscrazy"

trainthatnoonehasactuallytakentimeandasked

herhowsheisholdingup.NtombiisaZulu,which

meanssheisfamilyandonethingtheMageba's

pridethemselvesonisfamilybuttheyhavefailedto

careforoneoftheirown.Nobodysaidshehastobe

perfect,shemaybedisrespectful,annoyingandloud

butsheisstillfamily.Heholdsherhand.Shelooks

athimandholdsittightlyasshecriesmoresilently..

Shaka-IloveyouToto...

Shelooksathimandlaughswhilecrying...

Ntombi-(sniffs)Jesus....Ihatethatname.

Shaka-(smiles)rememberhowIusedtoannoyyou

withit.

Ntombi-(smiles)Yhooo...don'tevenremindme

Boyceeeee



Shaka-hheyi!!!!!Ungalinge....

Theylaugh.....

ATMASIWELA'SHOUSE

Shestandsoutsidethedoorcontemplatinggoing

inside."Hasshereallyforgivenhermother?"She

washavingahardtimeforgivingbothhermother

andSbani,thesewerethetwopeopleshewasangry

withthemost.Shestoodbythedoorandkeptdoing

breathingexercises...

Nelly-(takesonelastdeepbreath)Icandothis...

SheslowlywalkedinsidetheLoungeareaandfound

hermotherlookingatherpicturewhenshestarted

school,shehasnofrontteethonthatpicture.She

smiledalittlebutwasbroughtbackbyhermother



whowasnowstandinginfrontofherwithtears

runningdownhercheeks...

Nelly-(whispers)mama

(Slap)

(Slap)

(Slap)
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Shestoodtheredumbfolded,almostasifshe



couldn'tbelievewhatjusthappened.Bothher

cheeksburnedandstung,shestaredathermother,

whostaredbackather.

MaSiwela-(sniffs)Nowyouwillsuemeforavalid

reason.

Hermotherstaredbackather,hermother'seyes

werefilledwithsomuchhurt,sadness,anger.She

hasneverseenhersolividbutatthesametimeso

broken.Sheheldhercheeks,silentlycryingastears

randownhercheeksbutshemadenosound.

MaSiwela-(takesadeepbreath)youknowInever

wantedtobethatparenttoyou,Ineverwantedtolay

myhandsonyou,you'remybaby,kodwaungenzani

Nelisiwe?Kodwanganeyamiyinileongenzayona.

Nelly-(sniffs)mamangiyaxolisa...

MaSiwela-(wipeshertears)(shakesherhead)cha,

chaawuxolisi,Icanseeitinyoureyeshowangry



you're,younotsorrybecausekusekuningiokugodle

ngaphakathi(thereisstillalotyoukeepinginsideyou)

.

Shelooksdown,sheknowshermomisright,

Mthokowalkstowardsthemandlooksatbothher

momandsister.Hiseyeswidenwhenheseeshis

sisterface,shehasliterallyturnedpinkandher

mother'shandsarevisibleonhercheeks.He

swallowsandlooksatthebothofthemagain.The

atmosphereintheroomalongwiththeirexpressions

itnowherealisesthemagnitudeoftheproblem.He

onlyfearswhatwillhappenwhenshefindsout

aboutherfather...

Mthoko-(clearsthroat)mama,Ithinkmaybeyou

guysshouldsitdownandtalk.

MaSiwela-(wipeshertears)yoursisterknowsshe

cantalktomewheneversheisreadytoletgoofall

thisangersheholdinginside.Okwamanjeayikho

intoengizoyikhulumanodadewenu(rightnowthere



isnothingthatIwilltalkwithyoursister),thisis

morethanjustuskeepingasecret,shehasdeeper

issues,Ican'thelpherifsheisnotwillingtoletme

in.Sheneedstostopthispretenceofbeing

apologeticandgetdowntowhatreallyeatingherup.

Mthoko-(looksatNelly)dadewethu?

Shelooksdown,hesighs....

Mthoko-manjeshouldwecomeinsidethehouse

now,aboZenandeareinmylounge(outsideflat)

MaSiwela-(sniffs)yes,tellthemtocomein,Iwantto

seemygrandchildren(smiles)....(LooksatNelly)ifI

amallowedto?

Shenodsandwalksupstairstoherroom.Leaving

hermomandbrotherlookingateachother...

Mthoko-kodwanawemama,didyoureallyhaveto



slapher,didyouseehowshelooks.

MaSiwela-(clickstongue)Ididn'twanttobutshe

neededareminderthatIamstillhermother.Nowgo

getmygrandchildrenwhileIpreparerefreshments.I

needtogetmyselfreadyphelangisazovelelwa

uGideonmaseebonaintombiyakheukuthi

ngiyidabulengezimpama.

Mthoko-(laughs)uyibonilekuthiibomvukanjaniufile

wena(didyouseehowredsheis,you'redead).

TheylaughwhileMaSiwelamakesherwaytothe

kitchen,Mthokowalksouttocalleveryonetocome

inside...

InsideMrZulu'scar

MrsZulu-babaarewegoingtobuythegoatsor

sizothathaleziesizifuyile?

MrZulu-wenotbuyinganygoats,whywastemoney

whenwehavesomanygoatsezifuyiwe.Ninahave



youboughteverythingyouwillneedforcooking?

MrsZulu-(widenshereyes)hawema!!!!Thankyou

forremindingme,yaziMavisdidsayIwillforget.Let

metextZahandNtombitomeetusatPinetownso

wecanshop.Phelatheyaretheonewhowillbe

cooking,minaIwillhelphereandthere.

MrZulu-(laughs)whyain'tyoucooking?Phelanawe

usawumakoti..

MrsZulu-(smiles)habe!!!Whenmyson'stookcows

totheNcwaneandNgcobofamilytheywere

relievingmeofmydutytoslaveaway.Sengino

makotimina...

Theylaugh....

InsideSipho'scar...

TheyridehasbeenawfullyquietbetweenSiphoand

hiswife.Ifitwasn'tfortheirchildren,thewholecar

ridewouldhavebeenfilledwithsilent.



Zah-(readsatext)Mamawantsustopassby

WoolworthsinPinetown,weneedgroceries.

Sipho-okay,noproblemIamsurethekidsneed

somerefreshmentstoo.

Zah-yeahaslongasitnotsweets,sugarisbadfor

them.PlusIamnotpreparedtoberunningafter

theirenergeticselves.

Sipho-thanwhatdoyouexpectthemtobuy?Kids

lovesugarZah.

Zah-Igetthatbutrightnowsugarisnotanoptionfor

them.Didn'tyouhearwhatNtombisaid,inthe

courseofthisyearaloneIhadtobuyOlwethu

schooluniformsandgymgear4timesbecausethey

keptgettingtotight.Doesthatsoundalrighttoyou?

Sheisonly6yearsold.Thekidsatschoolhave

alreadystartedbullyingher,evenNomaasyoungas

sheisshefindstheneedtocommentonOlwethu's

weight.

Sipho-somykidshavetosufferjustbecauseyou

listentowhatNtombiandherspoiledbratofachild



said.Sbani'schildhasalwaysbeenabully,andmost

timesitthingsthathetaughthertosay.

Zah-didyoulistentowhatIjustsaidtoyou,oryou

justselectedwhatyouwantedtocommenton.Is

buyingyourdaughternewuniformandgymgear4

timesinoneyearsoundsrighttoyou?Inolonger

buyherjeansnowbecauseshewearsthemonce

andNexttimeshewearsthemtheydon'tfit,

sometimesIlookatteenssectionsjustsoshecan

havesomethingtowear,sheisonly6,nowIdon't

wantmydaughtertodieinsuchayoungage,have

youconsideredhowthiswillaffectherinthelong

run?,whatthiswilldotoherselfesteem?Child

diabitiesisrealSipho,wakeupormaybeyouwant

yourwakeupcalltobewhenyoulayyourchild's

coffinsixfeetunderground.

Sipho-(sighs)IamnotfightingwithyoubutIjust

don'twantmykid'sthinkingtheydifferentfromother

kids.

Zah-wellyoutolatedearhusbandbecauseyour

daughteralreadyhasdayswhenshecriestome

aboutwhattheysayaboutheratschool.Just



becauseIammanagingmykidssugarintake

doesn'tmeanIamstarvingthem.Wejustneedto

havestrictruleswhenitcomestohowtheyindulge

insugar.Ihadalreadystartedreplacingtheirsweets

andchocolateswithfruitsandenergybarsintheir

lunchcoolers,andtheynotallowedtodrinksoda's.

Haven'tyounoticedIgotridofallthesoda'sinside

thehouse?

Sipho-(shakeshishead)nah,IdrinkbeersoIdon't

payattentiontothosethings.

Zah-wellyouneedtostartpayingattention,Idon't

wantthemthinkingtheycansweettalkyouinto

givingthemsugarwhenIamnotthere.Sowhenwe

getback,weallgoingtothefamilydoctorand

gettingoursugartested,changesneedtobemade

athome.

Sipho-yeahsure..

Shelookedathimandclickedhertonguelooking

outsidethewindow...



Sipho-(looksather)hawu!!!!Andthen?

ATSANE'SANDSIZWESHOUSE

Shewalksandsitsonthecouch,placesherfeet

ontopofSizwe'slap,whowasrelaxedwatching

soccer...

Sane-babeyaziIjustgotatextfrommom.

Shelooksathimandhiseyesarefixedonthe

screen,shenudgeshimwithhertoes...

Sizwe-hmmm

Sane-didyouhearwhatIjustsaid?

Sizwe-(focusedonthetvscreen)suchaweakpass,

yabozalenja...

Sane-(kickshim)SIZWE!!!!



Sizwe-heyhey....whatwasthatfor?

Sane-ngikhulumanaweandyounotpayingattention.

Sizwe-babe,I'mwatchingsoccer,Idon'tdisturbyou

whenyourwatchyourratchetshows.(Downshis

beer)(looksatthescreen)yazilomuntuifhemade

thatleftpass,ngabewetalkingadrawmanje,he

wasthisclosebabe.

Sane-(rollshereyes)ngicelaukunakwanami?

(Pleasepayattentiontome)

Shetakestheremoteandpausesthetv,healmost

jumpsofthecouch,helooksatherlikeshe

murderedsomeone...

Sizwe-doyourealisethepassthatwasgoingto

takeplace?

Sane-youcanstillwatchit,IpausedthegameI

didn'tswitchitoff.AsIwassaying,Igotatextfrom

momandshe'sinvitingustotheZuluhomestead,

mybrotherisdoing"imbeleko"forhisnewborn



babies.SouthiniMtungwacanwehonourthe

invitation?

Sizwe-(sighs)doyouwanttogo?

Sane-wellIhaven'tseenmyfamilyinmonthssoit

wouldbegreatseeingthemallinoneplace.Butwe

willgodownthereSaturdaybabe,phelaFridaythey

willbeburning"impepho"andwecan'tbethere

whentheydothat,phelaIamakhumalonownota

Zulu,angihlanganinezimpephozakwaZulu.

Sizwe-(makeshersitonhislap)(smiles)ewu,

spokenlikeatruekhumalowife.(Kissesher)Iwill

askmomtobabysitforus.

Sane-(smiles)ThankGod,becauseIdon'twantto

beworryingaboutKids,besideitbeenlongsincewe

justhadtimetoourselves.(Wiggleshereyebrows)

Hestandsup,makingherscreamalittle,wrapping

herlegsaroundhiswaist...

Sizwe-howaboutwepracticehowourweekend



withoutthekidswillbelike.(Kissesher)

Sane-(smiles)Yasssssss!!!!

Hewalkswithhertothebedroom....

ATMASIWELA'SHOUSE

LaughterandhappinessfillstheLoungearea,as

MaSiwelatakesthistimetoadmireher

grandchildren.Herheartisfilledwiththeatmostjoy,

sheherselfcannotputtowords,Sbanihasbeenin

andoutofthehousebecausehehasbeentaking

callarrangingtheceremonywhichwouldbeheld

thiscomingweekend.Nellyhasn'tcamedownever

sinceshewentupherroom...

MaSiwela-(staresatNkanyezi)thisonelooksso

calm,IthinkIlikehermore.

Mthoko-(smiles)thelittleguyiswellbehavedtoo.



Zenande-buthe'smoreofadaddy'sboy,youcan

seehimwonderhiseyeswhenhisdadisn'taround.

Simi-(laughs)Inoticedtoo,Nellyhasbeautifulkids

though.

MaSiwela-allmygenes....

Theyallburstoutlaughing,Nkanyezifrownsalittle,

italmostasifshewantstocry.MaSiwelacraddles

her...

MaSiwela-Ithinkthisgirlisnotafanofnoise.....

(babytalks)youdon'tlikenoisedoyoubaby,noyou

don't...she'stoocute,IthinktheR50000theZulu's

paidisnotenoughthesebabiesaretoocute.

Zee-(laughs)theSiwelamagicgeneworkswonders

mama,Ithinkweshouldputapricetoit.

Simi-(laughs)ayikahlenibo!!!!Thekhoza'sarefire

too...

MaSiwela-(laughs)hehehewhoisthefactory

moghel?Iam,mychildrenarethedistributors,that



whyyourkidslookliketheydo.Iamthesecret

ingredient...

Theyburstoutlaughingagain,babyNkanyezifidgets

andfrownsagain.MaSiwelalaughsandshhhssher...

MaSiwela-(smiles)shereallyhatesnoise,Ithinkwe

tooloudforher...

Zee-hahaa!!!Sivelelwe,queenexecutive.

Theylaughagain,thistimebabyNkanyezifrowns

andstartscrying.Sbaniwalksinsidethehouse,

whenNtsikahearshissister'scrieshealsostartsto

fidget...

Zee-hhayipleasetakequeenexecutivetoher

mother,shewantstodisturbthepeaceofour

presidenthere...



SbanichucklesandtakesNkanyezifromMaSiwela,

sheindicatesthatNellyisupstairs,henodsand

walksupstairs.MthokolooksatMaSiwelaholding

hislaugh...

Mthoko-ufilewena....

MaSiwela-hawuGideonmnganam (imitatingbabes

wodumo)

Theyallburstoutlaughing....

SbaniwalksinsideNellysroom,hefindsitemptybut

hearsshufflinginsidethebathroom,whenNelly

hearsthesmallcriesofherbaby,shewalksoutthe

bathroomandfindsSbanitryingtocalmtheir

daughter,shewalkstohimandwhenheturnsand

seesherface,hiswholebodygoesstiff,withinan

instanthisbreathingchangesandvienspopouthis

forehead...



Sbani-WHATTHEFUCKHAPPENEDTOYOURFACE?

WHOTHEHELLDIDTHIS?

BabyNkanyezicriesgetlouderasthetoneofher

father'svoicesscaresher.Nellysignalsthathe

handshertoher.Shesitsdownonthebedandpops

herbreastout,shepositionsherdaughter,innotime

sheclungshermouthonhernipple.Sheflinches,

"thisshitnevergetsbetter"shethinkstoherself.

Sbanipacesupanddowncontrollinghisbreathing

buteverytimehelooksatherface,hegetseven

moreangry,herleftsideofthefaceseemsswollen

ormaybeherwholefaceseemsswollen...

Nelly-canyoustop,youmakingmedizzy.

Sbani-(pissed)HAVEYOUSEENYOURFACE?

BabyNkanyeziflinches...

Nelly-you'rescaringthebaby,pleasecanyoucome



down...

Hestormsouttheroom,theycanhearhisloud

footstepsashemakeshiswaydownthestairs,they

lookatMaSiwelawhorollshereyesandbraces

herself.SbaniwalksinsidetheLoungeareaand

everyonegoessilentandlooksathim,hestaresat

Ma'Siwela....

Sbani-(pissed)caretoexplainwhythemotherofmy

children'sfacelookslikethat...

TheyallturntheireyestoMaSiwela...

MaSiwela-sivelesaziphunyukelaisandla.....

AsseriousasthesituationwasbutMthokoand

Zenandecouldn'tholdtheirlaughterastheyburst

outlaughing.....



Laterthatevening.....

Nellyfinallyputsbothherbabiestosleep.Shewalks

totheLoungeareaandjoinseveryonethere...

MaSiwela-(staresatNelly)youlookreallybad...

Sbanishootsheralook,shesighs...

MaSiwela-Iwasactuallysayingbadasinexhausted.

Mthoko-(laughs,shakeshishead)whattimeyou

guysleavingtomorrow?

Sbani-uhmmprobablyaroundmidday.Butweneed

togetreadyinthemorningsowecanpack.(Looks

atNelly)canIspeaktoyou?

MaSiwela-wellitlatesowewillleaveyouguys.

Goodnight...



Theyallsaygoodnightandheadtotheirrooms...

Sbani-Ineedtodrivehome,youwillcallmewhen

youreadytomorrow.

Nelly-(looksathim)you'releaving?Why?

Sbani-youhavetwokidsinyourbed,weallcan'tfit

andNellythisisyourmother'shouse,Ican'tmakeit

ahabitsleepinghereitnotright...

Itgoessilent...

Nelly-areyou...areyougoingtoher?

Helooksatherconfused,thanitregisterswhois

"her"hebrusheshisfacefrustratedly...

Sbani-whythefuckwouldyouthinkthat?



Nelly-(pissed)Idon'tknow,whyelsewouldyou

leavethislate?YouleavingmewithtwoKids?

Sbani-Iamnot....(sighs)lookI'mgoingstraightto

myplace,alothashappenedtoday,Ithinkweboth

needtorest.

Nelly-(pissed)(foldsherarms)wellIdon'tgivea

flyingfuckwhathappenedtoday,younotleaving...

Shewasabouttostandupandleavewhenheheld

herwrist,sheflinchedinpain,heletgoandsather

onhislap...

Sbani-(clenchedhisteeth)don'tyouever,Imean

evertalktomelikethat.I'mgettingtiredofyour

attitude.Nowlisten,Iamnotgoingtoher,youcan

havemyphoneforthewholenightifthatwillmake

yousleepbetter.Ortrackmycarwhicheveryouwant.

Shestaredathim,shetookadeepbreathand

directlylookedathiseyeswithherteethclenched



too...

Nelly-(clenchedherteeth)Iamgettingtiredofyou

nothearingme,Isaidyou'renotgoinganywhere.

NowIamgoingtotakeaquickshoweryoubetter

followmeifyouwanttojoinme...

Sheclickshertongueandwalksupthestairs.He

sitsthereandsighs.Afterafewminuteshewalks

upthestairs...
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Oneofthebabiesstartfidgeting,andmakessmall

babynoises,Sbanilooksdownfromthebedand

watchesashissontriestostretchhimself.Asifhe

sensesthathisfatherisawakewatchinghim,they

stareateachother,hestartstofrown,Sbanismiles,

seeingthathisfatherisnotcomingtotakehim,he

starttocry.SbanilooksatNellywhoisdeadasleep

onhischest,heisnotsuprised,thelittledudekept

wakingup,theyhardlysleptbecauseofhim...

Sbani-(whispers)(smiles)heyMjitawhycan'tyoube

wellbehavedlikeyoursister...

Hesettlesdownalittle,Sbanisighsinreliefand

shiftsalittleinbedmakingNellywakeup.Whenshe

noticesthatshe'slayingonhischest,sheclicksher

tongueandtriestomove,hesmilesandholdsher

back....

Sbani-(smiles)slwelanivele?(Whyarewefighting?)



Nelly-(hidesinhischest)(sleepyvoice)shutupand

letmesleep...

Sbani-(kissesherforehead)yoursonisawake...

Nelly-(frowns)Noooooo....

Sbani-(smiles)wakeupsoIcanhelpyoubathhim

whilehissisterisstillasleep.Ihavetogotoo,Ineed

togopackandprepareforourdeparture.

Hewakesupfromthebedandwearshisjeans,

pickshissonfromthefloor,looksatbabyNkanyezi

whoispeacefullysleeping.Hestaresathisdaughter,

Nellywatcheshimfromthebed...

Nelly-whyyoustaringatherlikethat?

Sbani-(sighs)I'mcheckingifshe'sstillbreathing,is

itnormalforanewbornbabytosleepsoundly

withoutwakingupinthemiddleofthenight?

Shemovesfromthebedandwalkstowhereheis



standingwithhisson.Shesquartsandsoftly

brushesherdaughterscheeks...

Nelly-(smiles)Ithinkthisoneisjustnaturallycalm.

Sbani-(concerned)herquietnessworriesme..

Nelly-(looksathim)notallyourbabieswillbedivas

Sbani-(laughs)hey!!!Mykidsarenotdivas..

Nelly-(raiseshereyebrow)Noma?Andthisone

(pointsatNtsika)likesattentiontoomuch,he'sa

dragqueen..

Heplayfullykicksheronthebuttcheek,shelaughs

fallingonthefloornexttoherdaughter,whokicks

herlegsandfrownsonhersleepbecauseofthe

noiseshe'shearing....

45minuteslater....



Nellyisseatedonthecouchbreastfeedingherson,

Sbanicomesdownandsitsnexttoherputtinghis

sneakerson...

Nelly-isNkanyezistillsleeping?

Sbani-yeah,Ievenmovedhertothebedbutshestill

didn'twakeup.She'salazyone.

Nelly-whenthisonesleeps,Iamwakingherup.

Sbani-(laughs)Ican'tbelieveweletourkidssleep

onthefloorwhileweusedthebed.

Nelly-(laughs)wouldyouratherbetheonethatslept

onthefloor?

Sbani-(thoughtful)uhmmmnope,butweneedto

buythemcots,thetileflooriscold.

Nelly-yeah,theycameearlywehadn'tevenprepared

nurseryroom.We'resoblack.

Sbani-(laughs)speakforyourself,Ihadstarted

workingontheirroomatmyplace.

Nelly-(suprised)really?(Smiles)youdidn'ttellme?



Sbani-(smiles)itwasmeanttobeasuprise.Ihad

preparedforonebaby,nowIhavetopreparefor

Nkanyezi.

She'sactuallysuprisedbythis,shesmileslookingat

him,helooksatherback...

Sbani-(smiles)what?

Nelly-(blushes)nothing...

Sbani-(looksather)(smiles)areyoublushingoryou

stillredfromlamabhejiayizolo?

Nelly-(laughs)(playfullyhitshim)mxm,awungiyeka.

Hesmilesandbrusheshercheeks,heexaminesher

face,she'sstillpinkbutheisn'tsurewhetherit

becauseshejustwokeuportheresultof

yesterday'sslaps.Thehandprintsarenolonger

there..



Nelly-(worried)howdoIlook?

Sbani-(grunts)thehandprintsaregone,butyoustill

pink.Ireallywantedtomurderyourmother

yesterday.

Nelly-(sighs)atleastthehandprintsaregone.Iwas

moreworriedaboutthembeingvisible.Befastokay,

Ineedtogobymyplaceandpackmystaff,Idon't

liketheclothesIhavehere.

Sbani-okay,ohbabeyouneedtopackskirtsor

dresses,pantsarenotallowedattheZulu

homestead.

Nelly-(sighs)doIhavetowearadoek?

Sbani-(smiles)Idon'tknowbabe,butdocarryone

ortwo.

Nelly-okay...

Hewatchesherasshebreastfeedstheirson.This

morninghasbeenbeautifulforhim,hewasableto

makeherlaughandsmile,somethingwhichhe

hasn'tdoneinweeks..



Sbani-Nelly?

Nelly-hmmm

Sbani-areweokay?Imean...

Nelly-(sighs)Idon'tknow...(holdshishand)Ithink

we'reokaybutIamnotokayrightnow.

Sbani-sowhatdoyoumean?

Nelly-letjustgetthroughthisweekendandwewill

takeitfromthere.Ipromisewewillhavea

conversationthen.

Sbani-(babykissesher)(sternvoice)nomatterwhat

younotleavingme...(looksdeepintohereyes)

leavingisnotanoptionbabe.

Hewalksoutthehouse.MaSiwelawaitstillshe

hearshiscardrivesoutthanshecomesandsits

nexttoNelly.Shelooksatherbruisedwrist..

MaSiwela-whathappenedtoyourwrist?



Nelly-Idon'twanttotalkaboutitmom.

MaSiwela-Did...didhedothistoyou?

Nelly-(raisesherbrow)who?....Noooo!!!Hewould

neverhurtme,wellnotphysically.Ican'tbelieveyou

wouldeventhinkthat.

MaSiwela-IwasnotsayinghedidbutIamjust

asking,pleasesbabyyouwouldtellmeifhedid

somethinglikethis?Right?(Looksatherdaughter)

Nelly-(avoidseyecontact)yesofcourseIwould,

youknowmemom...(takesadeepbreath)butSbani

wouldneverlayahandonme.(HandsherNtsika)

canyouwatchhimforme,Ineedtowakehissister

up.

MaSiwela-(takeshimandburpshim)Nellyyouneed

topayattentiontothingsthatamansays,usually

therearehiddenmessagesineverythingtheysay.

EspeciallywhatSbanisaidbeforeheleft.

Nelly-(HandsherNtsika'sblanket)momlisteningto

peoplesconversationsiswrong.Whateveritisyou

thinkingpleasegetridofit.Iknowyoudon'tlike

Sbanithatmuch,youthinkingthathe'ssomekindof



abuserwon'tmakeyoutryandlikehim.

MaSiwela-whydidn'tyoutellmehewasbipolar?

Shestopswhat'sshe'sdoingandlooksather...

Nelly-whotoldyouthat?

MaSiwela-itdoesn'tmatter,whydidn'tyoutellme?

Youknowpeoplelikehimcanbedangerous,I...

Nelly-(annoyed)"peoplelikehim"reallymama?Why

yousayingitlike,he'sdifferentfromotherhuman

beings.Ididn'ttellyoubecauseitwasnotyour

business,andwe'renotevensureifheisbipolarhe

wasn'tdiagnosed.Foryourinformationmama

everyoneisdangerous,bipolarornotweallhave

thatdarksidewithinus.I'mgoingtocheckon

Nkanyezi,pleaseIdon'twanttotalkaboutthis

again...

Shefrustratedlywalksupstairs.MaSiwelalooksat

Ntsikawho'seyesarewonderingaroundwitha



frownonhisface...

MaSiwela-(smiles)you'redefinitelyGideonsson..

ATMTSHIGWANEFARMS(Zulu'shomestead)

AlltheZuluwiveshavewokenup,somearebusy

makingtheirhusbandsbreakfast,othersare

cleaningthierrondavels.Themenhavewokenup

andhavetakenthecattleout,(bayolusa).MrZulu's

fatherhad8son's,MrZuluisthe6thson.Theyardis

filledwithrondavelsandhouses.Seniorwifeofthe

2ndsonandseniorwifeofthe4thsonarestanding

togetherneartheJoJotank,eachwaitingfortheir

bucketofwater...

Seniorwife1-uyayaziwenalentombazane

emithisweuSbani?(DoyouknowthegirlthatSbani

impregnated?)

Seniorwife2-angiyazi,uyamazinjeuNoziweukuthi



uyazifihlaizindabazakwakhe.(idon'tknowher,you

knowNoziwehidesherfamilymatters)

S.wife1-akuveezitshelanaye,umbonileindlela

abegqokengayo?(Shehashighstandards,didyou

seehowshewasdressed)

S.wife2-sekutshelileukuthikuzophekwani?(Didshe

tellyouwhatwillbecooked)

S.wife1-cha,kodwabafikenazoizintozokupheka

izolo,utheumakotikaSipho,bazosazisanamhlanje

ukuthiizintozizohambakanjani.(No,butthey

boughteverythingyesterday,Sipho'swifesaidshe

willtellustoday,howthingswillgo)

S.wife2-uphiyenauSbani,angizangengimubone,

ngibonaumakotiwakhenenganekuphela.(Whereis

Sbani?Ididn'tseehim,Isawhiswifeandchild)

ZandileandNtombiarestandingnearthecurtain

lookingatthetwowomanwhoarestandingnearthe

tank...



Zah-bahlangenengezindabanjekuphelalaba

bobabili.(Theytalkingaboutpeople'sbusinesses

thosetwo)

Ntombi-mxm,Idon'thavetimeforthosetwo,they

alwaysstickingtheirnosesonotherpeople's

business.

Zah-Nxi!!!Akuvebengidina(theyirritateme),

anywaysdoyouknowwhattimeisSbaniarriving

today?

Ntombi-No,wedon'ttalkthatmuchanymore,when

wedoitnormallybecauseofNoma.

Zah-(looksather)youmisshimdon'tyou?Imeanit

understandableyoutwohaveknowneachotherfor

solong.

Ntombi-(smiles)Iactuallydomissbeingfriends

withhim,thosewereeasytimes.Butweatagood

place.

Zah-(smiles)thatbetter,youshouldthanktheLord

Nellydidn'tseethatinboxmessage.

Ntombi-hheyiwena!!!Iamstilluneasyaboutthat



thing.Idon'tevenknowwhyIsentthatmessage.I

shouldprobablyjusttellhimaboutit.Iwasstillbitter

andangrythattime.

Zah-haveyouseenthebabies?

Ntombi-(shakeshead)wena?

Zah-No,apparentlysheandlawyersandall,nobody

wasallowedtoseethem.

Ntombi-(laughs)andIthoughtIwasthedramatic

one.

Theylaugh.NtombilooksatZandile,shecansee

thatsheisnotherusualself...

Ntombi-iseverythingokay?

Zah-(sighs)yeah...(Looksdown)

Ntombi-youknowyoucantellme,butIwon'tpush

whenyouready,youknowwheretofindme.

Zah-(smiles)thanks,buteverythingisokay.Uhmm

letmegogetthesekidsready,doyouwantmeto



getNomareadytoo?

Ntombi-pleasedo,Ineedtogohelpwith

umqombothi,udingwaukukhanywa..

Zandilenods,Ntombiwalksoutthemainhouseand

walkstotherondavelwhereumqombothiis,asshe's

walking,shecanhearthewomenintheyard

whisperingandtalkingabouther,shesighsand

keepsherheaddown...

InsideSbani'scar...

Sbani-(glancesather)areyouready?

Nelly-(sighs)Idon'tknow,youneverreallytoldme

whatyourfamilyislike.

Sbani-(smiles)wellthereisn'treallyanythingtotell,

butwe'reabigfamily,youdon'tneedtoknow

everyone,alltheimportantpeopleyouknow.

Nelly-Iwouldbethegirlthatbrokeyourmarriage.



DoIreallyhavetobethere?

Sbani-yeah,Idon'tthinkyouwouldbecomfortable

havingsomeoneelselookafteryourbabies,besides

you'rebreastfeeding.(Holdsherhand)Igotyou,I

won'tletanyonedoorsayanythingaboutyou.

Nelly-(Holdshishandtighter)Iloveyou..

Sbani-(suprised)(kissesherpalm)Iloveyoutoo.

RememberIamyou..

Nelly-(smiles)you'reme..

Them-togetherweareone....

ATTHANDEKA'SFLAT

She'sonthephonewithSipho...

Thandeka-(annoyed)soyoutellingmethatherkids

aregoingtobeintroducedtotheancestorsandthe



wholeZuluclan.

Sipho-yes,Thandekawhatdoyouwant?I'mbusy

here...

Thandeka-hawuyin???Isthathowwetalknow?

Sipho-(sighs)ngibusylaMathandie...

Thandeka-canyousendmeyourlocation,Imight

justsupriseyouwearingthatsexynumberyoulike..

Sipho-(laughs)youtoonaughty,IwillsenditIhave

togonow.

Hehangsup,shetakesoutabigbag,andstarts

packingherclothes.

Thandeka-(Shouts)SJstartpacking,ittimeyou

meetyourfather'sfamily.
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ATMTSHIGWANEFARMS(Zulu'shomestead)

Insiderondavel1

Ntombiwasbusywithumqombothi..

Aunt1-(smiles)you'regoodatthis,akujwayelekile

ukuthiomakotiabancanebakwaziukwenza

utshwalabesizulu.(Ithardlyyoufindyoungwives

whoknowhowtopreparetraditionalbeer)

Ntombi-(smiles)mymothertaughtmehowtodoit

ngisemncane,IusedtohateitbutnowIlookatit

justlikeanyotherhobby.

Aunt1-youshouldteachSipho'swifeInoticedshe

alwaysavoidsdoingIt,infactangikazengimbone

ekwenza.

Ntombi-(laughs)shecandoitbutIguessshejust

prefersnotto.



Aunt1-(laughs)yeah,konaitnotreallyafunjob,it

tootiring.(Smiles)Isawyoudaughteryesterday,ave

emuhle.

Ntombi-(smiles)hahaha!!!Ngiyabongaanti,

usekhulile,shetalksalotmanje.SometimesIwish

shewasstillatoddler.

Aunt1-(laughs)oncetheystarttalking,theynever

stop.Butyoudaughteristoomuchofherfather,I

sawherstanduptoSipho'sson.

Ntombi-(sighs)Iusedtothinkthatwasagoodthing

butnowIseethatitreallyisn't,Ifearshewillturn

intoabully.

Aunt1-(smiles)don'tfeelbad,youbothraisinga

stronggirlrighttherewithastrongwill.Solongyou

makesuresheknowswhat'swrongandwhat'sright

youwon'thaveaproblem.Theworldneedsmore

stronggirlswhowillbestrongwomeninfuture.

You'reluckyyourdaughterisnaturallynotapush

over,sometimesteachinggrownwomentostandup

forthemselvesprovestobeamissionthanthose

whoarebornhardheaded.



Ntombi-(smiles)Ineverlookedatitlikethat.

Ngiyabongaanti.(Looksather)whyareyouniceto

me?Imeanmostpeopleherearegossipingabout

me.

Aunt1-(smiles)don'tmindthegossips,peoplewill

alwaystalk.Uzobonawenasoonasthatgirlgets

here,theywouldbegossipingaboutherandthey

wouldbeonyourside.

Ntombi-(looksdown)Idoubttherewouldbe

anythingtogossipabouther,she'sperfect.Muhle,

unomzimbaomuhle,isikhumbaesisulekile,ayikho

njeintoashodangayo.(She'sbeautiful,nicebody,

herskinisflawless,shedoesn'tlackanything)

Aunt1-(shakeshead)nooneisperfectmychild,we

allareperfectinourownimperfections.Nawe

umuhle,neskhumbasakhosihle,futhiaveugqoka

kahle.(you'realsobeautiful,yourskinisbeautifultoo,

andyougotgreatfashionsense)Yabonaukuthi

thesethingsyousaidactuallydon'tcount.

Ntombi-(sighs)yeahkodwamuhlekakhulu

yena(she'stoobeautiful)....(silent)...



Aunt1-(pitful)isthatwhyyougaveupsoeasyon

yourmarriage?

Ntombi-(nods)itwasoneofthereasons,butanti

thatwasnotthemainreason.Yaziifyoucanseethe

wayambukangakhona,thewayhiseyesalways

followhereverymovementevenwhensheisn't

watching.Thewayhefightsforher,standsupfor

her.Ihaveneverseenhimlikethatwithme.

Sbanisezwehasdonealotforme,hasstoodupfor

meinthepastbutitnotthesamewithher.Hislove

forherissopowerfulandyoucanseeitinhiseyes,

hecan'tevenhidesit.NowhowcanIcompetewith

that?.AsmuchasIlovehim,Icannothurtmyself

likethat,besidesIhavealsodonesobadthings.I

knowhelovesme...

Aunt1-buthejustloveshermore...

Ntombi-(nods).....yenasheisn'tsuchabadperson

butIguesswecanneverbefriendsbecauseshehas

somethingthatIwant,she'slivingmylife.

Aunt1-(sighs)Icannotreallycommentmuch,Iam

notmarried,indodangayibonaearlyukuthi



akusiyonaintoyami.(Irealisedearlythat

men/relationshipsarenotforme)soyoutwoare

reallydivorced?

Ntombi-yes,butI'mstillhiswifetraditionally,uyazi

ukuthiangikwaziukubuyelaekhaya(youknowIcan't

gobackhome)becausebycustomthisismyhome

andfamily.SoifeverIwanttogetmarriedagain,

myLobolawouldbepaidkwaZulu,becauseIbelong

tothem.

Aunt1-(shakeshead)Isometimesthinktradition

wasformedjusttooppressuswomen.Everything

favoursthemen.

Ntombi-(laughs)Isharethesamesentiment...

Theylaughandcarriedonwith"ukukhamautshwala"

NomaandOwethuwalkoutthebathroomwith

theirwhitetowelswrappedaroundtheirbodies,

Nomasitsonthedresserchairandcrossherlegs.



Owethudropshertowelandopensherbagtaking

outherVaselineandlotion...

Owethu-(looksatNoma)whyareyoujustsitting?

Whoisgoingtolotionyou?

Noma-mybagisinmymom'sroom.

OwethuopensherVaselineandstartstoapplyiton

herbody.Nomastaresatherfatbody,theextra

meatonherstomach...

Noma-(curious)whyisyourstomachfolded?

Owethu-(ignoresher)Nomajustgoandgetyour

bag.

Noma-lookhowbigyourstomachis,itthisbig

(widenherarms)(laughs)youshouldn'teatanymore

wethu

Owethu-(frowns)I'mgoingtotellmymommy.

Noma-(laughs)butIdidn'tsayanythingwrong,your



stomachisbig,lookinthemirror.(Giggles)youlook

liketheOrosman

Owethu-yougotbigeyes,likemarbles..

Noma-(foldsherarms)you'rebiglikebigmama

(laughs)

Owethu-(angry)you'reuglythatwhyyourdadleft

youandhadotherbabies..

Nomafrustratedlygetsdownthechairandgoesto

pushOwethu,Zandilecanhearthemfightingfrom

thebathroom,shequicklygoestowheretheyare...

Zandile-(shouting)yeyinina,NENZANI!!!!

ATBEVERLEYHILLSHOTEL

Hisphonevibrates,helooksatitfirstthananswers...



Bless-(boldvoice)speaktome.

Man-bossyousaidtocallwhenwenoticeanything

alarming.

Bless-yeah,yini?

Man-thewomanpackedherbagandleft,we're

followingheraswespeak.

Bless-(sitsup)whereisshehanded?

Man-we'renotsurebossbutlooklikeshe'sheaded

totheoutskirtsofumbumbulu.

Bless-(thinking)....stopherandtakehertothe

remotelocationIwillmeetyouthere.

Man-uhmmshe'snottravelingalonesir..

Bless-wellwhoisshewith?

Man-aboy,wehaveseenherwiththeboybefore,

wethinkitherson.

Bless-(standsandbrusheshisface)YOUTELLING

MENOW!!!!!!!getthemboth.



HehangsupanddialsSbani'snumber,buthe

cancelsitwhenheisremindedthathemightstillbe

inthecarwithNelly.Hetakeshiscarkeysandwalks

out...

ATMTSHIGWANEFARMS(Zulu'shomestead)

Sbani'sJeepstopsatthegate,theywaitasthegate

boyopensthegate.Nellylooksaround,theyare

definitelyintheruralareas,butitnotthatbad

looking.Hecanhearherheartbeatingrapidly,he

holdsherhandashedrivesinsidetheyard.Theyard

isbuzzingwithpeople,womenarewalkingaround

withaprons,atthefarendofherrightcornershe

canseesteamcomingoutofthebigblackpots.She

hasn'tseenonefamiliarfaceasyet.Thecarstopsat

adoublestoryhouse,wellittheonlydoublestory

here,alltheotherhousesareeither2rooms,4

roomsandalotofrondavels.Sbaniturnsandlookat

her...



Sbani-(holdsherhand)areyouready?

Nelly-(holdshishandtighter)Ijustneedaminute.

Sbani-(smiles)takeasmuchtimeasyouneed.Iam

hereandIamnotgoinganywhere.

Nelly-(smiles)Iknow..

Hestaresintohereyes,shestaresback,hebrings

herfaceclosertohis,boththeirnosetouch,

breathingthesameair,theystaylikethatforafew

seconds,untilshebreakshermouthtohisand

claimshim.Thekississlowandpassionate,itan

unspokenconversationbetweenthetwoofthem.

Shecanfeelherselfcalmdownalittle,herbody

relaxes,shestopsthekissandpullsback,hesulks

makinghersmile,shebabykisseshimthelasttime

andsitsbackonherseat.Takesonelastbreathand

unfastenherseatbelt.

Nelly-Iguessittimetofacethemusic.

Sbani-hey,lookatme...



Shelooksathim...

Sbani-Ngiyakuthandayezwa....

Shesmilesandlooksatherbabiesattheback,they

soquietlookingattheirparents.Nellylaughs

shakingherhead...

Nelly-IthinkIgavebirthtocreepykids.

Sbani-(laughs)Iamsuprisedourstarboyherekept

tohimself.

Theylaugh,Sbanigetsoutthecar,hesmilesand

nodsattheelderwomenseatednearhisfather's

house.Ntombiwalksoutfromoneoftherondavels,

whileNomarunsoutthehousetoherfather.Sbani

picksherup,ticklingandkissingherasshegiggles....



Noma-(giggling)whatdidyoubuyformedaddy?

Sbani-(smiles)allyourfavouritesbutyouwillshare

withalltheotherkids.

Noma-(smiles)okay....wherearethebabies?

Mommysaidyoubringingthem..

Heputsherdownonthegroundandwhispersthat

herbrotherandsisterareinsidethecar.She

excitedlyrunstowardsthedriversseatandgetsin.

NtombismilesandwalkstowardsSbani,meanwhile

almosteveryoneinsidetheyard,otherspeepingout

theircurtainsarelookingatthem.Theyshareahug,

hekissesherforehead,thantheypullapartfrom

eachother,theylookaround,theiraudience

pretendsnottobelookingatthem...

Sbani-wegotourselfanaudience..

Ntombi-(laughs)yeah....howareyou?

Sbani-I'mokay,andwena?Icouldhavecameearlier

Iknowitmustbehardforyou.



Ntombi-(sighs)Iunderstand,besideIamabiggirl,

ShakaandZandilehavebeenlookingoutforme.

Sbani-(smiles)I'mglad....

...(silent)...

Ntombi-uhmm,Ihavepreparedourmainroomfor

Nellyandthekids.MeandNomawillmovetothe

guestroom.

Sbani-(shakeshishead)No,thatyourroom,Nelly

willbefinewiththeguestroom.

Ntombi-(suprised)(smiles)oh..okay.Wellletmeget

itreadyforher..

Henods,NtombilooksatNellyviathewindscreen

andsmileswavingherhandather.Nellysmiles

lightlyandwavesbackather.Shewalksinsidethe

houseastherestofthefamilycomesout....



MrZulu-(brohugshim)Son...

Sbani-niyaphilaMageba?

MrZulu-(smiles)konkekuhambakahle,howwas

thedrive?

Sbani-(smiles)notbadbaba,whenyoudriveaJeep

awuzwalutho.

MrZulu-(laughs)umshiningempelalemotoyakho..

Theylaugh,MrsZulurollshereyesasshemoves

andhugsherson...

MrsZulu-Iamgladyouhere,Ithoughwewouldsee

youtomorrow.

Sbani-thatwastheplanbutyouknowroadsare

busyonFridays.PlusIneededNellytoget

comfortablefirst.

MrsZulu-(rollseyes)selehlileinconsi?PhelaminaI

wanttoseemygrandchildren.

MrZulu-(smiles)shelooksokaytomemuchbetter...



Theyallturnandlookatherviathewindscreenas

shelaughswithNoma,theycan'tseethattheyare

beingwatchedbecausetheirfocusisattheback

withthetwins...

MrsZulu-doyouthinkoursuperstarwillbeokay

nowthatsheisnolongertheonlybaby?

MrZulu-(smiles)Ithinksheissuprisingusall,I

thoughtwewouldbedealingwithheroutburstbut

sofarsheseemsmoreexcited.

Sbani-(smiles)weshouldthankNtombi,whateverit

isthatshesaidtoherisworkingonourfavour.Well

letmegetthemsettledthanIhavetomeetwith

babo'mkhuluNganonoathisrondavel.

MrZulu-gethersettledsonthanyourmotherandI

willseeherwhensheissettled.WozaNoziwe,let

notsuffocateher.

MrsZulu-(sulks)youbetterbefastIwanttoseemy

grandchildren..



Theyalllaugh....

ATTHEREMOTELOCATION...

SJ-whydidthosemantakeus?

Thandeka-uhmmtheyareworkingwiththepolice

baby,uhmmonceitsafe,theywillletusgo.

SJ-(frowns)wellIambored...

BeforeThandekacouldrespondthedooropens,

Blesswalksin,hiseyeslandonSJ,heswallowsand

looksatThandekawholooksbackathim

frustrated...

Thandeka-(pissed)YOU!!!!!

Bless-(looksatSJ)uhmmboygodownstairs,there

aresnacksandvideogamessetupforyou.



SJ-(excited)cool....

Hewalksoutthebedroom.Blessclosesthedoor

andlocksitlookingatThandeka...

Bless-(boldvoice)WHATTHEFUCKINGAREYOU

PLAYINGAT?....

Thandeka-(annoyed)whyamIhere?

Bless-(straightface)Iwillaskyouagain,WHATTHE

FUCKAREPLAYINGAT??

Thandeka-(foldsherarms)Idon'tanswertoyou.....

Bless-(laughs)okay...Iguessyourstayherewould

belongerthanIanticipated...

Hewasabouttoturnaroundwhenshestoodupand

pushedhim.Hegaveheradeathstare,she

swallowedscaredbutbecauseshewassopissed

shethoughtitwaswiseideatoslaphim.He

grabbedherbytheneck,shovedheragainstthewall



andgaveheralookthatsentchillsdownherspine...

Bless-(squeezingherneck)DONOT,EVERPUT

YOURFILTHYHANDSONME....Iwilcrushthisneck,

andmakeyouswallowyourbones...

Thandeka-(choking)...I'm.....so....rr...yy

Heroughlythrewheronthehardfloorandwalked

outleavinghershaking....
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ATTHEREMOTELOCATION

Blessfrustratedlybrusheshisfaceagain.Hewalks



totheLoungeareawereSJis....

Bless-(fakessmiles)boyboy,areyouenjoyingthe

games?

SJ-(smiles)yesss!!!Ihavebeenwantingthemforso

long...

Bless-(laughs)youcankeepthem.

SJ-(stopsplaying)Areyouserious?

Blessnodsathim,heexcitedlythrowshimselfat

him,Blessisshockedforaminutebuteventually

relaxesandsmileshuggingher...

SJ-(pullsback)(looksdown)Iamsorryitjust...

Bless-(brusheshishair)itokaylil'man(smiles)

SJ-(smiles)Thankyou....uhmm..

Bless-(smiles)justcallmeuncleB..

SJ-(smiles)okay...thankyouuncleB...



Bless-(looksathim)howoldareyou?

SJ-I'mam8yearsold...

Blessswallowsandnods,heleaveshimthereto

carryonwithhisgames.Hewalkstohisofficeand

dialsSbani....

Ringing....

Sbani-Bafo..

Bless-(angry)DON'TFUCKINGBAFOME!!!!I

THOUGHTYOUSAIDYOUNEVERCHEATEDON

NTOMBIBEFORE.

Sbani-(confused)whatthefuck?Whatareyouon

about?

Bless-(livid)Ican'tbelievethis,(Hefrustratedly

kickshischair)DOYOUREALISEWHATYOUHAVE

DONE?

Sbani-(takesadeepbreath)manwhataretalking



about?OfcourseInevercheatedonNtombibefore....

Bless-YOUFUCKINGLYINGTOMEMAN,I

THOUGHTWEDIDN'TKEEPSECRETSFROMEACH

OTHER...

Sbani-(annoyed)IDON'TKNOWWHATTHEFUCKIS

GOINGONWITHYOUBUTLIKEISAIDINEVER

CHEATEDONNTOMBIBEFORE.....(sighs)isthis

aboutmedatingyoursister?Iknowpartofyouain't

okaywithit,lookmanIloveNellyandifyouworried

aboutmecheatingonhere,don'tIwouldneverdo

thattoher.

Hecouldhearthehonestyinhiswords,heknew

Sbaniwouldneverlietohimlikethatbuthowdoyou

explainthenotsittingintheloungearea?Although

hetakeshismother'sdarkcomplexion,heisa

spittingimageofhisbestfriend.....

ATMTSHIGWANEFARMS(TheZulu'shomestead)



Hisphonebeepsindicatingthatthecalljustended.

Hetakesafewsecondsjustthinkingaboutthe

phonecallhejusthad.Blesssurehellsoundedlivid.

HetakesadeepbreathandentersNganono'shut,he

findshimstandinglookingoutsidehiswindow.

Almostasifhewasexpectinghim...

Sbani-(bowsdown)Magebaomkhulu..

Nganono-(turnsandlooksathim)takeawalkwith

me,askoneoftheboysoutsidetogiveyouastick,

youwillcatchupwithme...

Fewminuteslater....

SbanicatchesupwithNganono,hefindshim

standingbythefields,hewalksandstandsnextto

him,Nganonowasnotamanofmanywords,but

whenhespoke,youlistened.Everythingabouthim

waspowerful..



Nganono-howareyouSbanisezwe?

Heasksnotlookingathim,Sbanilooksathim,it

almostasifheisn'there,hisbodyisherebutitasif

hissoulisn't...

Sbani-(clearsthroat)uhmmIamokayMageba,how

areyou?

Nganono-(looksathimandsmiles)sengiyikhehla

minamanjendodana(Iamanoldmannowson)

Hesaysthatandcarriesonwalking,Sbanifollows

him.Theywalktogetherinsilence,everynowand

thentheywouldstop,everytimetheystoppedhe

showedhimlandmarks,hewouldnarrateancient

historytohim.SbanifoundNganono'sknowledgeto

beoutofthisworld,something'sjustsoundedto

goodtobetrue,butisn'tlikethatwitheveryancient

historystory.Almostashecouldreadhisthoughts

hisnextwordswere"youyoungpeopleonlywantto



believethingsthatarewrittenintextbooks,

forgettingthatthoseverysametextbooksare

writtenby"MAN",whereisthetruthinthat?".Sbani

goestotellhimaboutscience,hetellshimhow

scientistprovetheoriesandthosetheoriesarethan

compliedinformsoftextbooks,informationfrom

textbooksareprovenfacts.Nganonosmilesand

looksathim...

Nganono-Scienceyousay....isn'tthisscienceyou

talkaboutbasedondiscoveries?Wheredoyouthink

thosedecoveriesaremade?Ain'ttheyfoundonland?

Ain'tthosesamplesusedtotestandmakethese

newmedicinefoundonland.Whodoyouthink

foundthosefirst?Don'tbeblindedbytherevolution

oftheworld.Wearestillwalkingonthesamesteps

thattheforefathersofthisworlddid.Wedoing

exactlywhattheydid,thescientist'syoutalkabout,

theyworkbasedonwhatispresentedtothemby

earth.Thosewhowereherebeforeusmadethose

decoveries,becausetimedidnotallowthemto

furtherlookintotheirdiscoveries,theyleftitforthe



nextgenerationtolookintoIt,justlikewe'rehere

today.Thecycleisrepeated,whydoyouthinkwith

everydecade,we'reintroducedtonewmethods,

becauseasanewgenerationisborn,weevolve.The

textbooksyoutalkaboutandbelievesomuchinto

arenothingbutmoderndaywaytopassandinflict

knowledge.(Looksathim)everheardofrock

painting?

Sbanilooksathimandsmiles,Nganononods...

Sbani-astheworldevolved,wewereintroducedto

paperandink.

Nganono-Exactly!!!!....(Looksatthesky)letmoveor

wewillmissit,thesunisgettingreadytoset.

Heturnsandwalks,Sbanifollowshim,henow

understandwhyvillagepeoplewalkwithsticks,they

helpkeepthebalance,theyworkasthethirdleg.If

hedidn'thaveitwithhim,hislegswouldbeweighing



onhimnow....

Nganono-ifItoldyouearlierthatita"hickingstick"

youwouldhaveunderstooditpurpose.Youthink

thisscienceandtechnologyisopeningyoureyes,

wellIsayitblindingyoutothetruth....

Sbanilaughsandshakinghishead,hewasamazed

byhowNganonoknewallabouthisthoughts.They

carriedonwalking,untiltheyreachedthetopofthe

hill,standingtheretheycouldseeeverythingclearly.

Hewatchedcloselyandadmiredthebeautyofthis

place.Hewatchedasthesunwasgoingdown,but

justaboveithenoticedarainbow,buthowcome?

Hethoughtarainbowsonlyappearwhenitrained.

Hehasneverseenitsobright,infacthehasnever

seenitwhenthesunwasabouttoset,everything

seemedforeign.Itlikehewaswitnessingthe

impossiblerightbeforehiseyes.Helookedat

Nganonowholookedbackathimwithasmileand

thansaid...



Nganono-"Thingo"....Thingolenkosazana

Backatthehomestead.....

NellywaslayedonthebedwithbabyNkanyeziwho

lookedaliveandhappyforwhateverreasonknown

toheronly.Itsurprisinghowtheattentionseeker

(Ntsika)wasfastasleepandtheeversoquiet

Nkanyeziwasouttoplay.Shewatchedhappyasher

daughtersmiledandplayedwithherhands,she

kickedandmadebabynoises.Shetookherphone

andtookavideo,Sbaniwon'tbelievethis,she

thoughttoherself.Sheknewhowitworriedhimthat

Nkanyeziwasaquietbaby,heevensuggestedthat

theytakehertothehospital.Partofherwasalso

worriedbutshedidn'twanttoshowit.Shefeared

herdaughterbeingdeafmorethananything,she

smiledlookingatNkanyeziwhosmiledback

showingherdimples...



Nelly-(smiles)heywhydoyouhavedimplesandI

don't...(shepouts)

HerpoutingcausesNkanyezitokickexcitedlyand

smile,Thedoorwasslightlyopened,Ntombi

watchedasNellyplayedwithherdaughter,the

happybabysoundsNkanyezimade,piercedthrough

herheart,shecouldfeelthetearsblindingup.She

calmedherselfdownandtookadeepbreath,she

walkedinsidetheroomcarryingatraywithfood.

Disturbedbytheintruder,Nellyturnedandlookedat

Ntombi,asshestoodadistanceawayfromwhere

thebedis...

Ntombi-uhmmm,Iboughtyoufood.Youmust

hungry...

Nelly-uhmmthanks...

Shewalksandtakesthetrayawayfromherand

placesitbythesideofherbed.Shewalksbackto



thebedandsmilesatherdaughter,shelooksback

Ntombiwhoisstillrootedwhereshewaslookingat

herdaughter,Nellyclearsherthroatuncomfortably

andlooksather.Ntombibreaksthestareandlooks

atNelly...

Nelly-isthereanythingelse?

Ntombi-uhmmmno.....

Nellyraisesherbrowlookingatherwiththeface

thatstates"wellwhatthefuckdoyouwant?"

Ntombi'seyesmovetobabyNkanyeziagain....

Nelly-(shouts)NTOMBI!!!!

ShejumpsandhereyesmovetoNellywhonowis

lookingather,shecanseehowuncomfortableshe

iswithherpresencehere...



Ntombi-uhmmIamsorry,itthat...(sighs)canIhold

her?UmmnoImeannotholdher,whatIamtrying

tosayiscanI...

Nelly-No....

Ntombi-oh...ummIunderstand..

Nelly-(sighs)(takesadeepbreath)Isawyour

Facebookinbox..

Ntombiswallowslookingathershocked...

Nelly-thatwhatsentmetoearlyLabour,lookIam

notangrywithyou,Iunderstandyourfrustrations

withme,butpleaseIdon'tknowthis!!!Idon'tknow

thiscalmyou,thisniceNtombi,youmakingme

uneasy.Iratherwekeepcivilwitheachother,

respectmyspace,Iwillrespectyours..

Ntombi-yousleptwithmyhusband,howisthat

respectingmyspace...



Shebluntedthatoursofast,shewasshocked

herself....

Ntombi-IamsorrythatnotwhatImeant...

Nelly-(shakesherhead)seewhatImean?This,you

pretendingandsmilingatmeisunrealistic.I

understandyoudoingitwhentherearepeople

aroundbutyoudon'thavetopretendwithme,Iknow

youdon'tlikeme.FranklyIdon'twanttobefriends

withyouaswell...

Ntombi-(startingtogetannoyed)Ididn'tsayIwant

tobeyourfriend.

Nelly-Good!!!Iguessitsettledthan.Pleaseclose

thedooronyourwayout...

Nellyturnstoherdaughter,Ntombicouldn'tbelieve

howsheisactingrightnow,sheknewtheycan

neverbefriendsbutshewasjusttryingtobecivil

withher,allthisbickingaroundsheistiredofit.She

justdidn'texpecthertoactlikeabitch...



Ntombi-(clickshertongue)somuchfortryingtobe

civil...

Shewalksout,leavingthedoorwideopen.Shaka

walksinsidetheroomandclosesthedoor...

Shaka-youdidn'thavetobelikethat,She'strying

Nelly.

Nelly-(looksupathim)heyShaka,howareyou?

WellIamgood,thanksforasking.

Shaka-sarcasmdoesn'tsuityou..

Hegoesandhugsher,kisseshercheekandpicks

Nkanyeziupwhosmiles,lookingpleasedseeingher

uncle...

Shaka-(smiles)hellocutie...wellyoulooklikeme.

Flygirl(kissesher)



Nelly-(rollshereyes)psssh!!!Pleasethisonelooks

likeme.

ShakachucklesandplacesNkanyezibackonthe

bed...

Shaka-(laughs)youwish,sheonlyhasyourlips,

nothingelse...

Shegrunts,causinghimtolaughagain...

ATTHEREMOTELOCATION

ThandekawipesSJontheforeheadwithawettowel.

Blesswatchesbythedoor..

Bless-whatdoyouneed?

Thandeka-(looksathim)Itoldyouwhatheneeds.



(Toucheshischest)heisburningup,pleaseyou

needtoletusgo.

Bless-youneedtotellmethetruth..

Thandeka-(teary)Ialreadytoldyouthetruth,we

slepttogetherwhenIcamebacktoDurbaneight

yearsago.Whatmoredoyouwant?

Bless-(shakeshishead)andItoldyouIknowSbani,

hewouldhavetoldme.Somethingisnotaddingup.

Thandeka-(teary)pleaseIneedtotakehimtohis

family,mysonwilldie.

Bless-tellmethetruth....(coldstare)ifyoursondies,

Sbaniwillneverknowabouthim,Icanburyhimand

noonewouldknow.Icansparemysisterthe

heartbreak.Nowituptoyou.Tellmethetruth...

Thandeka-(crying)Ialreadytold...

Bless-Fine....haveityourway...

Blesswasabouttoturnandwalkawaywhen

Thandekagotupthebedandwentonherknees

begginghim...



Bless-(unmoved)youknowwhattodo...

SJstartedtocough,Thandekalookedbackathim

andatBless.

Thandeka-(crying)Fine....fine...Iwilltellyouthe

truth.ButpleasehelpmetakehimtotheZulu'safter

that?

Bless-youhavemyword...

ATMTSHIGWANEFARMS(Zulu'shomestead)

Zah-Ican'tbelievesheactedlikethat,wowIthought

maybeshewould...youknowbemorewelcoming.

She'stheonewhosleptwithyourhusband.

Ntombi-(shakesherhead)shehastoomuch

pride......(sighs)sheknowsabouttheFacebook

messageZah.NowSbaniwillknowtoo.



Zah-(eyesout)WHAT!!!!!!Thatcan'tbegood.

Ntombi-(sitsonthebed)Iknow,Imeanwefinallyat

aplacewherewegoodtoeachother.Imeanhe

evenletmekeepourroom.HecaresZahnowall

thatwillchange.

Zah-maybeshewon'ttellhim,Imeanwhyhasn't

shetoldhimyet?

Ntombi-maybeshethoughtIambeingnicetoher

soshewon'ttellSbaniaboutthemessage.MaybeI

shouldgoexplaintoherthatitnotwhatIamdoing.

Zah-(shakesherhead)no,justletherbefornow.

Thelastthingyouwanttodoisupsether.

Ntombi-yeah,youright.....herbabieslooksoperfect,

youshouldhaveseenthewayshewaslookingat

herdaughter,shehadthesamelookthatSbani

givesher.

Zah-don'tdothattoyourselfsisi,youweredoingso

well,don'tletthissetyouback.Hereyou'reincharge.

WakeupNtombi,youthewifehere,andsheis

nothingbutababymama,She'sthewomanthat

brokeamarriage,intheeyesofallthesepeople



insidetheyardtothemshe'snothingbutahome

wrecker.You'rethewife.

Ntombi-(smiles)yeah,Iamthewife.

Zah-(smiles)Good!!!

Insidetheroom....

Thebabieswerebothnowsleeping,Nellywalksto

andstandslookingoutsidethewindow,theyardis

buzzing,shetrieslookingforSbaniamongthemen

seatednearthekraal,itdarkbutduetothelights

thatareeverywhereshe'sabletoseetheirfacesbut

he'snotthere.Shesighs,shehasn'tseenhimsince

helefthertosettleinsidethisroom.Itbeenhours

now.MrsZuluknocksoutsidethedoor,Nellyshouts

"comein"thedooropensandMrsZulucomesin

withanotherwomanwhichNellydoesn'trecognise...

MrsZulu-hellodear...

Nelly-(turnsandlooksather)sanibonani



MrsZulu-thisisSbani'saunt,She'smyhusband's

uncle'seldestdaughter.

Nellylooksatthewoman,whoalreadyhasa

disgustedlookonheface.ShesizesNellyfromthe

bottomrightuptowhereherfaceis....

Aunt-wellngaphandlekokubaisichithamuzi,kuhle

kona.(Besidebeingahomewrecker,She'squite

beautiful)

Nellysighs,knowingthatsheneededtokeepcalm

andjustignoreallthatwouldbesaidaboutherifshe

wantstogetthroughthisweekend....

RemembertoLIKEandCOMMENTALWAYS
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ATMASIWELA'SHOUSE



Zenande-(shouts)Thabosheshisa,itholidaysnow

theshopsarefull.

MaSiwela-(smiles)leavethechildalone.SoDoyou

haveenoughmoneywithyou?Icangiveyoumy

cardif...

Zee-(smiles)nomah,wehaveenoughmoney,Nelly

sentmeR5000yesterday,Ihadmysavingsaswell,

bhutiMthokogavemeanextraR3000too.Wegood.

Masiwela-(sighs)okay,itjustIwanttogiveyou

guysthebestholidaysever.Youhavebeenthrough

alot.IwantThabotoenjoyhisChristmasthisyear.

Zee-(smiles)hewillmama,he'salreadyglowingand

gaininghisweightbacksincehe'sbeenhere,Ican

seehe'shappy.ButIstillwanthimtobegrounded

andlearn,Idon'twanthimtofeelentitledandspoilt.

MaSiwela-hewon't,solongasIamhisguardian.

(Laughs)buyyourselfsomethingnicetoo,Islipped

some,someinyourpursewhileyouwereshowering.

Zee-(smiles)mama!!!...



Shebendsdownandtheyhug,Thabocomesrunning

downthestairs.MaSiwelahandshercarkeystoher

BMW3series...

Zee-(excited)areyouserious?

MaSiwela-yesbutdon'tgetusedtoit.

Shejumpsupanddownexcitedly.MaSiwelakisses

Thabo,whofrownsalittle,shegiveshim"thelook"

ZeelaughsasThaboshowMaSiwelathebiggest

smileever....

20minuteslater....

Mthokoentersthehouse,hewalksupthestairsand

knocksonhismother'sdoor.Shescreams"comein"

fromtheinside.Hewalksinsideandfindshermom

packinganovernightback.Henoticeslingerie



suitedforwomeninMaSiwela'sage.Hefrownsand

looksathismother....

Mthoko-uyaphi?

MaSiwela-ilokhookuzelelaekamerenilami?(Isthat

whatyoucameinmyroomfor?)

Mthoko-(rollseyes)cha!!!PhelaIhavetoask,you're

mymotherIworryaboutyou.

MaSiwela-(smiles)ncoooh!!!!Yousuchagoodson,

sometimesIsecondguessthatIgavebirthtoyou.

Youtoogoodtobemyson.

Mthoko-(laughs)whatdoesthatsupposetomean?

MaSiwela-(smiles)you'renice,thatwhyyou'remy

favourite.

Mthoko-yeahright,weallknowNellyisyour

favourite.

MaSiwela-No....Nellyismyonlydaughterbutshe

isn'tmyfavouritechild.Butdon'ttellherIsaidthat.



Theybothlaugh......

Mthoko-mamaIwantedustotalkaboutZenande's

mother.

MaSiwela-whataboutLindiwe?

Mthoko-(sighs)thestatewefoundherinisvery

depressing,Ithinkmaybeweshouldhelpher,I

suggestedittoZenandebutshewashavingnoneof

it.

MaSiwela-Iknowyoumeanwellmysonbut

sometimesitbestyoujustletpeoplebe.Youcan't

helpsomeonelikeLindiwe,godknowsItriedbutshe

alwayswentbacktothatlife.

Mthoko-youdon'tunderstandmama,thewayshe

was...Waitletmeshowyou...

Mthokotookhisphoneouthispocketandwentto

hisgallery,clickedonthepicturehetookofLindiwe

andhandedittohismother.Shetookthephoneand

lookedatthepicture.Sheswallowedhardlookingat



herfriendinthatstate.Shelookedcrusty,oldand

smelly,shelooked5yearsolderthansheis,shewas

alsoskinny,wrinklesanddarkcirclesaroundher

eyes.Herlipslookbusted,musthavegottenintoa

fightshethoughttoherself.Sheheldabeerbottlein

herhands,hernailsweredirty,theylookedcracked

up.Ithurtseeingherlikethat,Lindiwewassofullof

life,shewasthefriendthatlivedherlifeontheedge,

shewasadventurousanddaredtodothe

unthinkableatalltimes.ShehandedMthokohis

phonebackandsayonherbed....

MaSiwela-Ihavetoseeher...

Mthoko-wewilllookforheraftertheholidays.

Hebrushedherbackandkissedthetopofherhead.

Herphonerang,shetookitandsmiledlookingatthe

callerID....

MaSiwela-(smiles)DK...



Don-(deepvoice)ndlovukazi

MaSiwela-(blushed)areyouherealready?..

Don-Iwouldbeinthenext10minutes,justwanted

tohearyourvoice.

MaSiwela-(smiles)Iamwithyourson...

Don-(laughs)whichone?

MaSiwela-(looksatMthoko)umfundisi..

Mthoko'seyeswiden,whileDoncracksuponthe

otherside,shejoinshimandendsthecall...

Mthoko-reallymom?

MaSiwela-(rollseyes)babyyouneedtogetalife,

meandyourfatherareworriedaboutyou?We

startingtothinkmaybeyougay.

Mthoko-Jesusmama!!!Whatwillmakeyouthink

that?Andwhyareyouanddaddiscussingme.

MaSiwela-(shrugs)youcan'treallyblameus.You



haven'tbroughtagirlhomesinceLungiey,Idon't

evenseeyousneakonein.Andyoustilllivewithme.

Don'tyouseeanythingwrongwiththat?

Mthoko-unbelievable!!!!.....soyougoingoutwith

dad?

MaSiwela-yes...(closesherbag)Nancywillbehere

intheafternoon,IwillbebackMonday.

Mthoko-soyougoingtospendthewholeweekend

together?Whatwillyoubedoingthewholeweekend?

MaSiwela-siyodlanaduh!!!!.....

Mthoko-(closeshisears)Jesusmomno!!!

MaSiwelalaughs,shehearsDon'scarparking...

MaSiwela-(laughs)helpmewithmybags,soyou

cangogreetyourfather..

ATMTSHIGWANEFARMS(Zulu'shomestead)



Theywerebothsittingontherocks....

Nganono-youmustbewonderingwhyIboughtyou

here?

Sbani-yes....whatdidyoumeanwhenyousaid

"Thingo"...

Nganono-(smiled)thatyourdaughtersnameson...

Sbani-(confused)mydaughter?

Nganono-(nods)youdidn'tloseason,youlosta

daughter.Averyspecialdaughter.Shewasn'tgoing

tolive,herlifewasmeanttobeshort,youshould

stopblamingyourselfforherdeath.

Sbani-butitismyfault,Iheldhertootightthatday.I

wassoscaredtherewastoomuchblood.

Nganono-Iknow,Isawittoo....

Sbani-(shocked)youdid......inthedreamIhad...I

had..

Nganono-youhadkilledyourunbornbabies,you



watchedthewoman(Nelly)killherself.

Sbani-(clenchhisteeth)(looksdown)yes...

Nganono-shelovesyou....

Sbani-(looksathim)...

Nganono-thewoman,shelovesyouandyoulove

her...butthisloveyoubothhaveforeachotherbe

carefulnotloseyourselvesinit.....anywaysIcalled

youherebecauseIwantustotalkaboutyour

dreams....

Sbaniswallowed....

Sbani-uhmmwhatdoyouknowaboutmydreams?...

Nganono-Iknoweverythingthattheancestorswant

metoknow.NdodanaitisimportanttoknowthatI

amnotasangomaorinyanganeitheramIahealer.I

wasbornwithagiftthatenablesmeto

communicatewithmyancestors,inanutshellitsafe

tosayIamjustamessenger.SoIneedyoutobe

honestwithme,canyoudothat?



Sbani-yebo,whatisitthatyouneedtoknow?

Nganono-thegirl,doyoustillrememberwhereyou

buriedherbody?

Sbani-(swallows)yes..

Nganono-good...Iwillneedyouandyourfriendto

digherbodyupandreturnittoherhome,sheneeds

aproperburial.Sheisnotatrest,sheiswondering

around,herancestorsareangrythatiswhytheyare

fightingusingyourson.

Sbani-son?Nsika?Whatiswrongwithhim?

Nganono-(shakeshishead)nothim,yourotherson.

Sbani-(confused)butIdon'thaveanotherson.

Nsikayesizweismyonlyson.

Nganono-(shakeshead)cha!!!Theancestors

showedmeanotherson.Heisyourfirstson.

Sbani-butthatcan'tberight,Ihavenoson.Dothey

saywherethissoncomesfrom?

Nganono-unfortunatelyno...theyonlytellmewhatI

needtoknow.Thegirlsancestorsarefightingvery

hard,youralmostlostyourbabiesson,your



ancestorsfoughtveryhardtosavethelivesofyour

newbornbabies,Thingowasasacrificethatneeded

tomadesohersiblingscanlive.

Sbani-soitismyfaultthatmydaughterdiedbefore

shewasevenborn?

Nganono-(shakeshead)you'renotlistening.Thingo

wasnotgoingtoliveevenifshewasborn.She

servedasaprotectiveguardiantohersiblings,

sacrificingherwaseasybecauseshewasnever

meanttoliveamongus,herplacewaswithour

ancestors.

Sbani-(blinksthetearsaway)itstilldoesn'tmakeit

better...

Nganono-itneveris....buttrustmeitbetterthatshe

isamongourancestorsthanus.Haveyouever

wonderedwhyInevermarriedorhadchildren?

Sbani-yes...

Nganono-thisgiftIhavecomeswithaprice.

Someonelikemeshouldnotengageinansexual

intercourse,Icannotbeonewithanotherspirit.IfI

doIwilltaintmygift.Mychildrenwouldbebornwith



disabilities,themotherofmychildrenwilldie.SoI

longdecidedthatIwillnotmakeotherssuffer.I'm

sureyouwouldn'twantyoudaughtertogrowold

alone,whilehersiblingsmarriedandhavechildren.

Sbani-willIeverseeher?Thingo?

Nganono-she'salwayswithyou.Ineedtocleanse

Nkanyezi,sheseesher.

Sbani-isthatnotagoodthing?

Nganono-no....shewillbecomeresistanceinletting

Nkanyeziliveherlife.Shewillwanttolivewithin

Nkanyezi,whichwillcausehertohavemultiple

personalities.Itverycommonwithtwins,especially

ifonedied,theyusuallywanttolivewithintheir

siblingsbodies.WecannotriskthatwithNkanyezi,

especiallysinceThingoisaspecialbaby.

Sbani-InoticedNkanyezitobeveryquiet,almostas

ifsheisn'taroundpeople.

Nganono-couldbethatsheisnaturallyquietorshe

couldbeseeingThingo.

Sbani-(brusheshisface)sothisotherson?HowdoI



gettohim?

Nganono-youwillknowsoon.ButItisimportantthe

girlgetsaproperburial,oryourproblemswillfollow

youeverywhere.Yourdreamsmightstartjust

becomingreality.....yourwife?

Sbani-whataboutNtombi?

Nganono-tellherthatherfamilyneedtobringagoat,

Shakaneedstobuyagoataswelltocleansetheir

sins,theyneedtoacknowledgewhattheydid,they

needtonametheirson.TheZuluancestorsarevery

angry,thatiswhyyourwifecouldn'tconceive.

Sbani-thebabythatsheabortedwasShaka's?

Nganono-yes....todayweburnandburytheashes

of"imizanyana"alongwithThingo'sremains.That

wayNkanyeziwillstopseeingheramongus.

Sbani-doallthesethingsneedtobedonethis

weekend?

Nganono-notreallybutIthinkitbestwedo.

Tomorrowwedotheimbelekoforthetwins,

Saturdaywecanattendtoyourwifeandbrothers



situation.

Sbani-uhmmandthegirl?Uhmmdowehaveto...

Nganono-thatyouwilldiscusswithyourfriendthan

letmeknow.(Sitsup)let'sgetgoingsowecanget

onwithtoday'sprogram.Callyourfatherwhenwe

makeitdownthehill,thereisnowaywewalking

backatthistime.

Sbanilaughsashelightstheflashonhisphone....

InsideBless'scar...

Bless-(looksattheback)howishe?

Thandeka-(sniffs)histemperatureisgoingdowna

little.

Bless-youselfishyouknowthat?

Thandeka-Idon'tneedyoutolecturemerightnow,I

hadenoughofthatfrommymother.



Bless-(chuckles)Sbaniisgoingtokillyou....you

thinkyouknowhim,youactuallydon'tknowasingle

thingabouthim.

Thandeka-canyoupleasejustshutup....Idon'tneed

thisrightnow.

Bless-(annoyed)Idon'tgiveafuckaboutwhatyou

need.Youhavemessedeverythinguprightnow....

HedialsSbani'snumber...

Ringing....

Sbani-BafoIcan'ttalkrightnow...

Bless-I'mgoingtosendyouatext,readitandget

backtomesoon.RED...

HeendsthecallandsendshimapictureofSJhe

tookwhilehewasplayingvideogames.



"Heneedshelp,Iamdrivingdowntherenow"

Beep...

"Nganonotoldmeabouthim,Idon'tunderstand,

whoisthemother?"

"Thandeka"

Hisphoneringshedisconnectsitfromthecar

Bluetooth...

Sbani-WHATTHEFUCK???INEVERSLEPTWITH

HER.WHATISTHIS??

Bless-thekidis8yearsold.ListenIamdrivingwith

themnow,whatdoyouwantmetodo?



Thandekagotscared,herbodystartedtoshake,she

fearedBless...

Sbani-(angry)IAMGOINGTOKILLTHATBITCH...

Bless-shewillexplaintoyouwhathappened.For

nowcalmdown.

Sbani-don'tcomestraighthere,Iwillgetsomeone

totaketheboy,IneedtohaveawordwithThandeka

first.Stopadistanceawayfromhere,Iwillcometo

you.

Bless-Roger!!!

HelookedatThandekashakinghisheadandended

thecall....

RemembertoLIKEandCOMMENTALWAYS
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ATMTSHIGWANEFARMS(Zulu'shomestead)

Nellylooksatherselfonemoretimeinthemirror.

She'swearingablackpencilskirt,blackpoloneck

andherblackbomberjacket.Shedefinitelyneedsto

getbacktogym.Shedidnotgainthatmuchweight

butsheisn'thappywiththewayshelooks.Lucky

shehadpurchasedawaisttrainerforherself.She

cannowuseitasherstomachisn'tthatsensitive

anymore.Shewearsheruggsboots,lookingat

herselfonelasttime.Shetakesadeepbreathand

walksouttheroom.Findingthefamilyseatedinthe

loungearea,Sbanimeetsherhalfwayandholdsher

hand...

Sbani-(whispers)Iamhere...

Nelly-(fakesmiles)Iknow..

Thetalkingstopsandeverybodylooksatthem.

ShakaiscarryingNkanyezi,whileMrsZuluhas



Nsika...

Nganono-(looksatthem)areyouready?

SbanilooksatNelly,shenods,heturnshisattention

toNganonoandnods...

Nelly-(clearsthroat)canImakearequestifyou

wouldletme?

Everyonelooksather,Nganononodslookingather...

Nelly-(takesadeepbreath)Iwashopingthatitbe

meandSbaniandyoubaba(looksatNganono)

presentattheburningandburialof"imzanyana"

alongwiththeremains.

MrZulu-(nods)Ithinkthatwouldbebest.

Aunt1-(looksaround)uthiniumlungu?



Uncle2-(shakeshishead)engathiusiletheleinkinga

uSbanisezwe(lookslikeSbanihasbroughtus

trouble)

Aunt1-(looksatNelly)uthinintombazane?asisizwa

lesingisisakho(whatareyousayinggirl?Wedon't

understandyourEnglish)

MrsZulu-(looksatherhusbandthanSbani)you

mustjoking?(LooksatNelly)firstyoudepriveusof

achancetoseeourgrandchildren,nowyou

deprivingusofachancetogetourclosureaswell.

Shaka-mamaIdon'tseeitasabigdeal,whyareyou

makingafussaboutthis,thisisnotaburialofa

body,theyaresimplyjusthonouringtradition.Thisis

theirtimetoseekclosureandgrievetogether.I

agreewithNelly,thisismeanttobeaprivate

momentbetweenherandSbani.

Aunt2-Ithinkweshouldhonourthemother's

request.

Aunt3-whataboutNtombi?She'sthewife,she

shouldbetheretoo,thiswasherchildtoo.



Sbaniclenchedhisteeth,hecouldfeelhimself

losingcontrol,hewasalreadyunsettledbecauseof

thiswholeThandekasituation,hewasaboutto

addresshisauntwhenNellystoppedhim...

Sbani-(takesadeepbreath)(authorativevoice)I

thinkNel...ImeanmakaNkanyeziheremadea

mistakeby"asking"wheninactualfactwe'retelling

you.Thiswillbeaprivatemomentforus.

Babo'mkhuluwe'reready.

Nganono-wellitsettledthan.Pleasefollowme.

Nganonowalksouttheloungearea,SbaniandNelly

followafterhim....

Aunt1-(looksatMrZulu)inganeyakhoiyadelela,

nalonokoroyiwakheukuhlaza,ungubaniyena?

Ushayelabaniimithetho?(Yourchildisdisrespectful,

hisbitchtooisrude,whothehelldoeshethinkheis?

Givingwhoorders?)



Uncle2-thisisnotonZulu,Sbanisezwecannot

paradehismistresslikethis,heneedstorespecthis

wife.Whatwillthepeoplesay?Itbadenoughhe

impregrantedawomanthatnothiswife.

MrZulu-(authorativevoice)we'renotdiscussing

Sbanisezwe'saffairswhenheisnothere.Now

everyonecangobacktowhattheyweredoing.

Withthatsaidhegetsupfromthecouchandwalks

outside,theunclesfollowbehindhimshakingtheir

heads...

Aunt1-(looksatNtombi)wenauthuleleni,udedelale

ntombazaneemhlopheicanasalaizenzela

umathandanomnyeniwakho?(Whyareyouquite,

youlettingthatlightskingirltogalaventanddoas

shepleaseswithyourhusband)

Zah-AntinaniniyamubonauSbaniukuthiindlovu

ayiphikiswa,nithiuNtombienzenjani?(Youcansee

thatSbanidoesn'twanthisactionstobequestioned,

whatdoyouexpectNtombitodo?)



Aunt1-Yey!!Thulawena...ubaniokhulumanawe?

Iphindodayakho?Hey!!!Youshutup,who'stalking

toyou?Whereisyourhusband?

MrsZulu-(looksatShaka)whereisSiphovele?

Shaka-Ilastsawhim,hewasinaphonecall.(Looks

atthesleepingNkanyezi)Ineedtogolaythisone

down.

MrsZulu-(smiles)she'sverycute.....Ntombiwillyou

lookafterthem,Ineedtosortfewthingsout?.

Ntombi-uhmmIdon'tmindma.

Shaka-(giveshermotherthelook)Idon'tthinkthata

wisedecision.(LooksatNtombi)Iknowyoucapable

butforobviousreasons,Idon'tthinkyoushould.

Zah-IthinkShakaisright..(givesNtombithepitful

look)

MrsZulu-sowhowilllookafterthebabies?Iwould

doitbutIambusyfornow?

Zah-itfineIcanlookafterthem.



MrsZuluhandsZandileasleepingNsika,Shakaand

Zandilewalkouttheloungeareawithsleeping

babies...

Aunt3-niyayitetemisalentombazane(youtoosoft

onthatgirl)

MrsZulu-(sighs)Nellyisnotabadgirlbutlatelyher

decisionsIdon'tagreewiththem.

Theaunt'sstandupandwalkouttalkingabouthow

notpleasedtheyare....

Outsidetheyard....

Nganonohandsthemthecontainerwithashes.They

allwalktothebackyardofthehousetowhatused

tobeSbani'sgrandmother'sgarden.Itbeautifulwith

alltypesofroses,theylookfreshandwelltakencare

of...



Nelly-(smiles)thisgardenisbeautiful..

Sbani-(smiles)itusedtobeMaZulu'sshewasmy

grandmother.Shewouldspendherwholemorning

wateringandplantingevenmoreroses.Thanthe

restofherday,shewouldspenditjustsittingover

there(pointsatavintagerustychair)comfortablein

herownsilence.WhenIwouldgetintofightswith

mycousinsorvillageboys,shewouldtakemyhand

andmakemesitnexttoher.(Laughs)thanshe

wouldaskmeifdoIsmellthefreshness?

Nelly-(giggles)obviouslyyoubumheadsaidno.

Sbani-(chuckles)youknowmetoowell.Icouldn't

smellanyfragrancefromherroses,Istilldon't

understandpeoplewhosayflowershavesomesort

ofsmell,theyalljustblendtome.(Smiles)butdo

youknowwhathappenedwhenshemademesit

nexttoher?Icalmeddown,alltheanger,the

frustrationvanished.Ifoundpeace,Ifelt

comfortableinbeingsilence.Wewouldhave

conversationswithouteventalking,wewouldjust



smileateachotherandenjoythefreshair.

Nelly-(smiles)Iwouldhavelovedtomeether..

Heplacedthecontainerdownandfacedherholding

herwaist,bringingherclosertohim.Lookinginto

eachother'seye's..

Sbani-(smiles)Ihavenodoubtinmymindyoutwo

wouldhavegotalonglikeahouseonfire.

Nelly-(smiles)definitelywebothloveflowers.

Sbani-(laughs)thatanotherthing.Herdeathhitme

hard,Ilostmybuddy,myqueen,Ilosttheone

personwhoknewwhatIneededwithoutevenme

tellingher.(Smiles)sowhenIfirstsawyouandthe

firstthingthatcametomindwasIwanttobuythat

womanalotofflowers.Iknewthatitwasn'ta

coincidentthatwecrossingpaths,MaZuluwas

givingmeapersontosharemysilencewith,she

wasgivingmesomeonewhowilllookbeyondevery

flawandjustfindcomfortinlovingme.



Nelly-(blushes)nowthatexplainsthebunchof

bouquetsyouboughtformeatthehospital.50

rosesineachbouquettobeexact.

Sbani-(brushhercheeksandlipswhilestaringather)

Iaimtoplease...

Hercheekswereburning,sheknewshewas

probably"redpepper"ashealwayssayswhenshe's

redfromblushing.Theygotlostineachother'seyes,

whenNganononoticedhowclosetheirfaceswere

toeachother,hethoughtitwasthegreattimeto

remindthemthattheywerenotalone,hewasstill

therewiththem.Heclearedhisthroat,makingthem

pullapartandlookathim.Sbanismiledlookingat

Nganono,whogavehimasmirk,Nellywasflashed,

didtheyreallyforgettheyhadanelderpresentand

notjustanyelder,thiswasNganono....

Nganono-(smiles)nowIunderstandwhyyou

requestedthistobeaprivatemoment.

Nelly-(looksdown)uhmmwesosorrybaba,we...



Nganono-(shakeshishead)don'tbemychild.Love

isabeautifulthing.NowIwillgiveyouspace,itupto

youhowyouwishtogoaboutthisstage.Youcan

scatterthoseashes,oryoucanburythemandplant

aflower.Myadviseistoburythem,inthatwayIcan

strengthenwhereyouhaveplanted.Callmewhen

youdone.

Withthatsaidheleavesthemalone.Nellytakesa

seatonthechairwhichhisgrandmotherusedto

occupyashegrabsaspadeandstartstodiga

whole.Afterafewminutes,satisfiedwiththewhole,

hesignalshertocomewhereheis,helaysasmall

mat,theybothgetonthierknees.Sheholdshis

handsandtheysayasmallprayer.Whentheyfinish

praying,theybothholdthecontainerandatonego,

theypourtheashes.Witheverythingdoneandthe

seedplanted,whichtheyhopewillgrowtoa

beautifulwhiterose.Theystayrootedwherethey

are,shelaysherheadonhischest,astheybothcry

silentlybutineachother'sarms....



MeanwhileinsideBless'scar....

Whenhiscarjoinsthegravelroad,Thandeka'sheart

startbeatingveryfast.Unawarewhatawaitsforher

wheresheisgoing,hermindcan'thelpbutgoback

tohowshegotherselfintothissituation....

》》》8yearsago....

Thandeka-uhmm,KatIthinkmaybeweshouldgo

backtothehotel.

Kat-(looksather)aiboTee,wejustgothere,what's

wasthepointofcomingtoDurbanifwegoingto

lockourselvesinsidethehotel.

Thandeka-(heartbeating)pleaseKat,wewillbe

back,Ijustdon'tfeelgood.

Katlookedather,sheseemsjumpyandsweaty,

somethingwasdefinitelywrong.Shenoticedshe



keptlookingbehindher...

Kat-Tee,(sheturnedaround)whatareyoulooking

at?Youlooklikeyouabouttopassout.

Thandeka-(lashedout)CANWEJUSTGO!!!!

Kat-(foldherarms)Iamnotgoinganywhereunless

youtellmewhatexactlyisgoingonwithyou.

Beforeshecananswer,shelockedeyeswithSbani,

helookedathershockednotbelievinghiseyes.She

couldfeelawaveofemotionsrunningthroughher

body.Thelasttimeshesawhimwaswhenshewas

only17yearsoldandnowheresheis5yearslater,

facetofacewiththeonlyguysheeverloved.She

wassolostinherthoughtsthatshedidn'tnoticehe

wasstandingrightnexttoher,lookingatherin

disbelief.Theystoodthereinsilencejustlookingat

eachother,youcouldseeitinhiseyesthathehad

alotofquestionsbutshecouldseetheangervisible

too.



Kat-(clearedherthroat)Teewhat'sgoingon?Who

isthis?

Thandeka-(breakstheeyecontact)uhmmhe'sthe

guyItoldyouabout...

Katlego'seyeswiden,Thandekahastoldherabout

Sbani,butwhatdidn'tmakesensetoherwaswhy

shejustupandleftwithoutlettinghimknow.That

pieceofthepuzzlealwaystroubledher.Thestoryof

hermommovingtoJoburgbecauseshewantedto

beclosertoherfamilybecauseherfather'sfamily

chasedthemoutoftheirhouseafterherfatherdied,

shealwaysthoughttherewasalsosomethingwhich

Thandekawasn'tlettingon...

Kat-(looksatSbani)maybeIshouldgiveyouguys

space...

Katpickedhertowelsandsandalsandwalkedback



tothehotel.Sbanibrusheshisfacesandtakesa

deepbreath...

Sbani-doyouknowIwouldgotoourspotfor6

wholemonthsjustwiththehopethatyouwilljust

showup.Butyouneverdid.Doyouknowhowmuch

Icrackedmymindthinkingmaybeiftherewas

somethingwrongwhichIdidtomakeyoujustleave

withoutlettingmeknow.Howdidthingsjustgo

fromburyingyourfather,tousplanningtomeetlater,

thantomewaitingforyoutoshowupandwhenyou

don't.Ifindoutthenextmorningthatyouandyour

familyhavemoved.Youcouldn'tevencallme,leave

meanote.Ourschoolwasaboardingschool,you

didn'thavetoleavebutyouknowhowsickmy

stomachfeltwhenyourfriendstoldmeyouchoseto

leavewithyourmotherinsteadofjuststayinginthe

schooldorms.

Thandeka-(teary)Iamsorry,Iamsosorry.Iwas

youngandstupid,Iwasn'tthinking.Ihadjustlostmy

father,theZwane'swerekickingus outmyfather's

house.WhenmomsuggestedIstayIjustcouldn't,



thethoughtofbeingwithoutthemkilledme

especiallywhenIhadjustfoundoutIwasp...

.(looksdown)Iamsosorry.Imissedyoueveryday,I

wantedtocallyoubutIwasscaredandashamed.I

lovedyousomuch,infactIneverstoppedIthought

aboutyoueverysingleday.

Shesteppedclosertohimbuthebacked.Thathurt

her.Shewasabouttostepcloseragainandtryto

holdhishandwhenaSlenderwoman,wearingapink

bikinstoppedrightnexttohim...

Ntombi-(looksatThandekathanSbani)Ihavebeen

lookingeverywhereforyou.

Sbani-(turnedtoNtombiandsmiled)(babykissed

her)ItoldtheguystotellyouwhereIwas.

Ntombi-(giggled)(rollseyes)yeahbutyouhavebeen

gonefortoolongnow.Imissyou.

Hesmiled,whilesheblushedlookingathim,hewas



abouttokisshimwhenThandekaclearedher

throat...

Ntombi-(lookedatherupanddown)andyou're?

Sbani-(holdsNtombi)heycalmdownkitten.She

someonewhousedtostaynearmyoldhouse.

Thandeka-(annoyed)isthatallIamtoyou?

Sbani-(raiseshisbrow)didn'tyouleavenearmyold

house?

Thandeka-(angry)Ididbutthatnotall...

Ntombi-(annoyed)holdup,Idon'tthinkIlikeyour

tone.(Looksathim)whoisthisblackbitch?And

whyisshesocomfortablewithyou?

Sbani-(sighs)babemeetThandeka..

Ntombi-(wideneyes)thisisthebitch,ohhellno...

ShegaveThandekaoneslapacrosstheface,soon

afterthattheystartedfighting,peopleatthebeach

watchasSbanitriedtobreakthemapart....



Thenextday...

Kat-Ithinkyoushouldjustletthisguygo,he

obviouslyhasmovedonandyoucan'treallyblame

him.

Thandeka-(touchingherribs)thatbitchcankick.

Katyoudon'tunderstandIlovehim.Seeinghim

yesterdaymademerealisehowmuchIhavebeen

foolingmyself.Isawitinhiseyeshestilllovesme.

Kat-youwanttoembarrassyourselfagainlike

yesterday.Whatwereyouthinkingfightingthatgirl.

Thandeka-shehitmefirst...(feelingjealous)you

shouldhaveseenthewayshewasholdinghim.

Arrrrrggggg!!!Ifeltlikestranglingher.

Kat-thisissupposetobeourholiday,weshouldbe

relaxingandhavingfun.Insteadwehearoutsidea

guysapartment.Stalkingaguywhodoesn'teven

wantyou.

Thandeka-(sighs)I'msorry.ButIjustneedtotalkto



him.Ipromiseaftertoday.Wewillresumeourfun.

Prettyplease...

Kat-(sighs)okay...waitisn'tthatthegirlfriend?

Thandeka-(clickshertongue)ither,ostrichlegs.

She'slivingthisismychance.

Kat-howdidyouevenfindoutwhereheliveanyway?

Thandeka-Ihadhimtellacabdrivertodropheroff

hereyesterday.Ipretendedtobelimpingjustsohe

carriesmetomyroom.

Theybothlaugh,ThandekawalkstoSbani'sdooras

soonasNtombigetsinsideacabcaranddrivesoff.

Sheknocksonthedoor.Heopensthedoorwearing

onlyhissweatpants,historsowasnakedand

screamingtobetouched...

Sbani-whatareyoudoinghere?

Shepushedhimasideandwentinside.Heclosed



thedoorandturnedtoher.

Thandeka-Iwantyouback.

Sbani-(looksatherbored)goodforyou.

Thandeka-Iknowyoustillloveme,Icanseeitin

youreyes.Don'tfightit.IcanmovebacktoDurban

wecanbetogetheragainplease,Iloveyou.

Sbani-(laughsindisbelief)Idon'tloveyou,Ihavea

girlfriendwhoIlove.Ihadthebestnightofmyentire

existence.Iamtired,Ijustwanttoshowerandsleep.

Nowpleaseleave.

Shetouchesherarm,heturnedaroundandgaveher

astarethatsentchillsdownherspine.Itwasdeadly,

shehasneverseenhimlikethis.Shecouldseehim

formingfistseverynowandthan..

Sbani-(boldvoice)Iamgoingtotakeashower.

WhenIcomeoutyoubetterbegone.



Afterafewsecondsofhimbeinggone,shecould

heartheshowerwaterrunning.Shewasaboutto

leavebutdecidedagainstitandwalkedtohis

bedroom.Thebedwasnotmade,butwhatcatched

herattentionwasallthepacketsofcondomsall

overthefloor.Sheswallowedhardwhenhermind

driftedtohimtouchingherhowheusedtotouchher.

Sheheldhertearsback.Shelookedatthebin,allthe

usedcondomsweredisposedthere.Shehadthe

showerwaterstop.Shequicklypickedthesmallbin

upandrunouttheapartment....

Fastforward....

Kat-don'tgothroughwiththis.

Thandeka-Ihaveto,whenIhavehisbaby,hewould

beforcedtobewithme.

Kat-thiscouldbedangerousTee,howsurearewe

thatthisguyknowswhatheisdoing?



Thandeka-he'swhite,heknowswhatheisdoing.

Justbecausehedoesn'thavealicensedoesn't

meanhe'sclueless.

Kat-howwillyouexplainfallingpregnant?Teejust

stopthis.

Thandeka-Iwillgethimtosleepwithme.

AladycomestowheretheyareandtellsThandeka

thattheyreadyforher...

3monthslater......

ThandekawasonthephonewithherfriendKat...

Kat-soheisn'tfallingforthetrap.

Thandeka-(annoyed)howcouldhewheneverytime

Itryandbealonewithhimthatbimbowithchock

stickslegsdoesn'twanttolethimbreathe.



Kat-Teejustcomebackhome.Plusthewhole

inseminationprobablydidn'twork,youstilltesting

negativeandjustlastweekyoustartedyourperiods.

Thandeka-aaaarrrggg!!!YouknowIeventriedhis

brotherjustincase,Nxi!!!Themoronjustinsisted

weusearubber.

Kat-(shocked)yousleptwithSiphoagain???Teeno,

youlosingyourself.Myfriendyouneedtocome

back.JustleaveDurban,itnotgoodforyou.Please

friend,justletitgo.Atleastyoutried.

Thandeka-(sighs)maybeyouright...Iwillbookthe

firstflightouttomorrow.TellmamaIamcoming

home...

2monthslater...

Nurse-you5monthspregnantmam.

Thandeka-(shocked)what??



《《《《《《《《《《《《《《《《《《《《

Herthoughtsaredisturbedbythecarcomingtoa

stop.

Bless-we'rehere...
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InsideBless'scar...

Hiscarwindowsaretaintedblack,andwithitbeing

darkoutside,youcan'treallyseeanything.Allshe

couldseewasthecarhadstoppedinthemiddleof

nowhere,shecouldhearthesoundsofthebatsand



owls.Shebroughthersonclosertoher....

Thandeka-(shakingvoice)Whydidwestop?

Bless-we'rewaitingforSJ'sride.

Thandeka-whatdoyoumeanSJ'sride,ain'tweall

goingtogether?

Blessturnsandlooksather,hecouldseethefearin

hereyes,herhandswerelittlebitshaking.Healmost

feltsorryforbutwhenheremindedhimselfhowthis

wholethingwilllooktohissister.He'sstomach

turned...

Bless-(annoyed)didyouthinkyouwouldjustWaltz

intheZuluyardandeveryonewasgoingtowelcome

youwithopenarms.

Thandeka-(tryingtokeepastraightface)thisistheir

son,Sbani'sheir.TheZulu'swouldneverturnback

ononeoftheirown.



Bless-(chuckles)youmoredelusionalthanIthought

youwere.YourighttheZulu'swillnotturnbackon

SJbutyou'renotaZulu,thingswon'tjustgosmooth

sailingforyou.

Thandeka-(chokedonhersaliva)Sbaniwouldn't

hurtthemotherofhischild.

Bless-(looksatherdeadintheeyes)areyousure

aboutthat?

Sheswallowedandbroketheeyecontactlookingat

thesideofherwindow.Blessturnedtohis

windscreenwhenahesawSbani'sJeepflashing

lightscomingtowardsthem...

Bless-(unfastenhisseatbelt)welllooklikethewait

isover.Yourspermdonorishere.

Thandekalookedaheadofher,Sbani'scarparked

nexttowheretheyare.Thedoorsopenedandhegot

outwithanexpressionshecouldnotread.Blessgot



outthecar.Theystoodoutsidetalkingforafew

minutes,shewatchedthemasthecarlightsflashed

them.Theybodylanguagehavenothingawaysoshe

couldnotreadwhattheywereplanning.Theman

whocamewithSbanifistbumpedBless.They

continuedtalking,afterafewminutesSbaniwalked

towardsThandeka'sdoor.Herheartstartingbeating

beatingfast,hertoescurledbecauseoffear,her

mouthbecomedryandhertonguegottieddown.

Sheliterallycouldfeelherbodygoingtoastateof

shock.Thedooropened,hestoodthereandlooked

atherandthanlookedattheboywho'sheadlaidon

hertighs.Youcouldseetheshockonhiseyeashe

lookedatthecopyofhimself,shecouldseeanger

startingtobrewin,theveinswillpopanddisappear

everynowandthanfromhisforehead.Hishands

movedtowardashetooktheboyfromher.SJ's

eyesopened,stillsleepyhelookedathismommy...

SJ-(sleepyvoice)mom??

Thandeka-(holdinghertears)itokaybaby,gowith

daddy.



Sbani'sbodywentstiffwhenshesaid"daddy"the

boylookedatSbaniandmouthed"dad"closinghis

eyesassleeptookoverhimagain.Sbaniwalked

withhimtohiscar,Blessremovedthetwinscar

seatstothebootmakingspaceforSJtosleep.

Sbani-sowhatdidyourwifesay?

Thulani-sheagreedthathecansleepinourhouse

fortonight.Thantomorrowmorningyoucantake

him.

Sbani-Thankherforme.Makesurenobodyseeyou

whenyouentertheyard.

Thulani-don'tworryMzalaIgotyourback.Ialso

talkedtothatfriendofmine,he'swillingtolendyou

hisrondavelfortonight.

Sbani-(brohugged)ThankyouMzala...(handedhim

thekeystothejeep)youshouldgonow.

Henoddedandgotinsidethejeep.Hereversedthe



carandwithinsecondshewasheadedbacktothe

Zuluhomestead.ThandekawatchedfromBless'sas

everythinghappened.Ifshewasn'tscaredbefore

nowsheis.Thedenialhasleftherbody.Allshe

coulddonowispraythattheyspareher,herlife.

Theybothwalkedtowardsthecar,Blesstookthe

passengerseatwhileSbanitookthedriver'sseat....

Thandeka-(teary)whereareyoutakingme?

.....(silent)....

Thandeka-(sniffs)youcan'tdothis,youwillbothgo

tojailplease.Takemetomyson.

....(silent).....

After15minutesofdrivingthecarstopped.This

wholetimeshehasbeencryingbeggingthemto



takeherback.Blessgotourfirstanddisappeared,

secondslatershesawlightscomingfromthe

rondaveltheyarepackednextto.Sbanigotoutthe

carandopenedherdoor.Hegrabbedherbyher

weaveanddraggedherout.Shescreamedbegging

him...

Thandeka-(crying)Sbaniplease,stopthisyou're

hurtingme,Iamsorry.(Screamed)ohmyGod

HELP!!!!

Hedraggedhertotherondavel,shescreamedeven

louderwhenshefeltsomethingscraphertigh.When

theygotinside,hethrewheronthehardcerment

floor.Shestayedtherecrying,stillinshockbywhat's

happening.

Sbani-(angry)Why?

Shesniffedandlookedathimwithredeyes.When



shedidn'tanswerhim,hestompedonherfoot

makingherscreamandgroaninpain...

Sbani-Iaskedyouquestion,WHY???

Thandeka-(crying)Iamsorry....Iloveyouthatwhy...

Sbanichuckledshakinghishead.HelovedatBless...

Sbani-(laughs)canyouhearwhatthisbitchis

saying?

Hesquattedtowardsherandheldherbytheneck

withonehand,withtheotherhandhegrabbedherby

herweave.Shecoughed,tearsrunningdowncheeks.

Hetightenhishandthatwasgrabbingherweave,

makingherwinceinpain...



Thandeka-(coughing)plea...se....ithurts...

Shetriedgrabbinghisarmbutthatwouldjust

coursehimtotightenhisholdonherneckandhead.

WhenBlessfeltlikehewassqueezingherneckto

tight,hewalkedtowardshimandremovedhimfrom

her...

Bless-(lookedathimdeadintheeyes)remember

wearenotkillingher.Thisisjustyoutakingoutyour

angerdon'tforgetthat.

SbaniwasabouttopushpasthimwhenBless

pushedhimback..

Bless-(havehimthelook)Ithinkyouneedtocalm

downabit.(Handedhimabottleofwater)drinkhere

thanyoucancontinue...



Sbaniroughlygrabbedthebottleofwaterfromhim

andwalkedoutside.Thandekabreathedoutofrelief

forafewminutesbutherbodywasstillpaining.Her

footwhereSbanistompedonwasburning.Forafew

secondsshewasgratefultoBless...

Thandeka-(moaninpain)(teary)Thankyou...

Bless-(annoyed)Iwasnotdoingitforyou..

Heclickedhistongueandwalkedtositwherehe

wasseatedbefore.Sbaniwalkedbackinside,allher

hopevanished.HelookedatBless,whonoddedand

headedhimaleatherbelt.Hereyeswidenwithfear.

Thandeka-(screamed)no,no,no,no,nooooooooo

Hegaveheronewhip,whichwentfromthesideof

herearallthewaydowntoherknees,makingher

screamevenmore.Shepainfullycurledherbody

intoaball.Hecontinuedtowhipher,allthatwas



heardwasherpainfulscreams,thetapofleather

whenitmadecontactwithherbody.Heincreased

hispacewheneverythingcamefloodingin,the

infedilityofhiswifewithhisbrother,his"supposed"

illness,thelossofhisdaughter,theyearshelost

withhisson,howhewasconceived,guiltandmostly

therealisationthathemightlosetheonepersonhe

lovesthemost.Itpainedhimthathemightloseher

becauseshemightrealisethatbeingwithhim

comeswithalotofbaggage,hewillloseherbecause

shewillrealisethatshe'sbeensleepingwitha

murderer.Hewassolostinhisthoughtsthathe

didn'tevenrealizethathehadstoppedwhippingher

becausetearswererunningdownhischeeks.

Suddenlyhurtinghergavehimzerosatisfaction,

didn'tmakehimfeelanylessangry,becausehehad

realisedthatbeingangryisbetterthanwhat'sheis

feelingrightnow.Forthefirsttimeinhislifeheis

"scared".

Hesit'sdownonthecoldfloor,nexttoamoaning

andgroaningThandeka.Shehasnoenergyto



screamnow,hertearsarejustfallingouthereyes.

Herbodyisshaking,herhiccupsandsniffingisall

thatisheardfromher.Shelaysthereonthecold

floor,hereyesrootedonhimashesitstherenextto

her,hiskneesup,facedownasdropsofhistears

falltotheground.Suddenlysilencefillsthewhole

room....

Sbani-(sniffs)(turnstoher)Iamsorry.

Hegetsupfromthefloorandwalksout....

3hourslater....

SbaniwalksinsidetheroomwhereNellyissleeping,

henoticesthetwobabycotsnexttothebed,he

recognizesoneasNoma'swhenshewasstillababy,

heassumesthattheotherisprobablybelongsto

Zandile'schildren.Hechecksonhischildrenand

theyarebothpeacefullysleeping.Hesmileslooking



athisdaughter.Shewilldefinitelyturnheadslikeher

mommy.Hekissesbothhiskidsandsitsonthe

edgeofthebed.Hebrusheshisfaceandstaresat

thedark.Sensingsomeone'spresence,Nellyopens

hereyes,whenshenoticesafiguresittingonthe

bed,sheshiftscausinghimtoturnandlookather...

Nelly-(holdsherchest)Jesusyouscaredme.

Sbani-(squeezesherfootoverthecomforter)Iam

sorrybabe.

Nelly-(looksathim)Iwaitedforyou,whenyoudidn't

comeIthoughtmaybeyouwere.....

Sbani-(looksather)sleepingwithher?

Nelly-(nods)Iamsorry....itjustIknowheresheis

stillconsideredasyourwife.Iamnotangryitjust

thatyou...

Shestopswhenshenoticesthatheissmiling

lookingather...



Nelly-Whyareyousmiling?

Sbani-(staresather)youbeautiful..

Sheblushesandlooksathim,buthersmilessoon

frownswhenshenoticesthatsomethingisn'tright

withhim.Shecanseetheworry,hurtandsomething

whichshehasneverseenbefore,FEAR....

Nelly-(worried)what'swrong?

Sbani-(holdshistears)(fakessmiles)nothing,Ijust

wanttoholdyouthatall.

Nelly-(shakesherhead)No...Sbaniwhat'sgoingon?

Hekicksofhissleepersandgetsunderthecovers,

shestaresathimthiswholetime.Helaysfacingthe

ceiling...

Nelly-(whispers)Sbani.....



Sbani-(looksather)canIjustholdyou...

Nelly-butI...

Sbani-(shakeshishead)please...

Shenods,heturnstoher,wrappinghisarmsaround

herwaistandlayshisheadonherbreast.They

kinderhurtbutshedoesn'ttellinsteadsheholdshim

andsilencefillsintheroom.Afterafewminutes,

shefeelshimholdhereventighter,nextthing

somethingwetsherchest.Beforeshecouldregister

what'scausingthewetsnessinhetchest,shefeels

himshakingandasmallsoundescapeshislips.His

crying,shecouldfeelherheartbreak,itisn'tlike

anythingshehasfeltbefore.Itthatexcruciating

foreignfeeling,whenitlikesomeoneisstabbingyou

repeatedlyandthereisnothingyoucandotonumb

thepain...

Nelly-(teary)babe....talktome.



Meanwhile......

Sheswallowspainfullythepainkillers,gulpsdown

thewater...

Bless-youneedtorest,wehavealongdayaheadof

ustomorrow.

Thandeka-(moansofpain)howcouldyoulethimdo

thistome?Andyouwatched,whatkindofahuman

beingareyou?

Bless-(shakeshishead)evenafterthatwhipping,

youstillhaveabidmouth.

Thandeka-(groans)Iamgoingtoreportyoutwo,

(sniffs)howcanhedothistome?Thisisabuse.

Howcanhedothistoadefenselesswoman?

Bless-(looksather)justsleep....

Heswitchesthelightsoffandsitsonthechair

watchingher....
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ATTHEKHOZAHOME

Donparkshiscarnexttothedoublestoryhouse

whichbelongstoMaSiwelaasthefirstwife.....

MaSiwela-(takesadeepbreath)itbeenlongsinceI

setfootinthisyard.

Don-(smiles)Yeah,butnowyou'rebackplusIhave

beentakinggoodcareofyourhouse.Ievenasked

oneofourmaidstocleanitandgetitreadyforyou.



MaSiwela-(laughs)howdidyouknowIwouldsay

yes?ImeanwhatifIjustsaidNo?

Don-(smirks)(boldvoice)uwuthandakakhulu

umthondowami,bungekeunqabe(youlovemydick

toomuch,youwouldn'thavesaidno).

MaSiwela-Iamnotreadytodealwithyourwife.

She'stoomuchofasuckup.Sheactslikethose

annoyingkidsatschoolwhoareteacher'spets.

Don-(laughs)leavePinkyalone.Idon'tknowwhy

youfindherannoyingwhenshepracticallyworships

you.

MaSiwela-(laughs)she'stooblonde,whatdidyou

seeinhervele?

Don-(smiles)Pinkyisagoodwoman,she's

submissive,see'sgoodineveryoneandhasagood

heart.

MaSiwela-(laughs)areyousureshedidn'tgivebirth

toMthokozisi?

Theybothburstoutlaughing.Thenjiwewatchesfrom



thewindowasDonandMaSiwelagetoutthecar

withherbags.Sheclickshertongueandclosesthe

curtains...

Don-(placesherbagsonthebed)getsettledwhileI

gotothemainhouseandaskoneofthemaidsto

prepareyoubreakfast.

MaSiwela-whydon'tyoujustaskthemtobringme

everythingIneedtomakebreakfastandyouinvite

Pinkywhenshewakesup,wecanalleattogether.

Don-(smiles,suprised)really??

MaSiwela-(rollseyes)yesreally...phelaIdon'thate

her,she'sjustannoyingnje.Butlikeyousaidsheisa

greatwomanplussheisasecondmothertomy

son's.

Hebringsherclosertohisbodyandgiveshera

breathtakingkiss....

Don-(babykissesher)thankyouforgivingus



anotherchance.

MaSiwela-(smiles)itnotlikeyouhavemeachoice.

Don-(seriousface)SibadalaMatho,indaba

yokudlalanokujolaangiyisebenzikakhuluwhenit

comestoyou,ungumfaziwami.

Sherollshereyes,shehatesitwhenhegetsall

serious.Thedecisiontogetbackwithhimwasnota

hardone.Traditionallyshewashiswife,butthe

reasonbehindheragreeingwasbecauseDonhas

beenthrougheverythingwithher,hehasalways

managedtocalmherdownandbethereforher.

Evenwhenshebroketheirmarriageanddated

Moses,Donneverhatedher,insteadheforgaveher

andbefriendedher.Lookingbacksherealizesthat

shestoppedbeingDon'swifebutDonneverstopped

beingherhusband,hedideverythingahusband

woulddoforhiswife.Shealwaysthoughtsheloves

Mosesmorebutno,shelovedthebadboyMoses

was,shelustedhim.Donhasalwaysbeentheone.

EvenherparentsapprovedofDon....



45minuteslater....

Pinkycomesincarryingfreshcroissants.Shewalks

insidethelivingroomandfindsMaSiwelasettingthe

table.Sheclearsherthroat.MaSiwelalooksupat

herandsmiles,Pinkyisabeautifulcaramelskin

woman.She'syoungerthanMaSiwela.Theyhug,she

thanksherforthecroissantsandplacestheminthe

table....

MaSiwela-(smiles)didyoumakethose?

Pinky-(smiles)yes,youknowmeandthekitchenare

friends.

MaSiwela-(laughs)betteryouthanmedarli.....

uyaphilakodwa?

Pinky-siyaphila,itgoodtohaveyouback.Thisplace

cangetsodepressingsometimes.Especiallysince

VuyohasleftforVarsity.Evennowsheisn'tbackyet

itholidays.



MaSiwela-hhayi!!!Icannotlivehere,whydon'tyou

askDontogetyouaplaceneartownoranywherein

thesuburbs.

Pinky-(smiles)Ishoulddothat.Afterbreakfastyou

willsuggestsomeplacesforme....

Theycontinuetocatchupastheybothsetupthe

table...

20minuteslater...

Don-(wipeshismonth)(smiles)breakfastwasgreat,

siyabongaMaSiwela.

Thenjiwe-(drinksherjuice)bekumnandikonaukudla.

Kodwakeibreakfastingenziwengishoingane

ena12.(Thefoodwasnicebutevena12yearold

canpreparebreakfast)

Pinky-(rollseyes)avengijabulenjengobaesebuyile

umam'khulu,awujabuliwenaanti?(Iamsohappy

thatmyeldersisterwifeisback,ain'tyouhappy



aunty?

Thenjiwe-ungashesheujabule,ngobakusasalokho

kwafikaBatistauzohambaendizanayeaphinde

azaleumlungu.(Don'tbehappytoquickbecause

onceBatista(Moses)comes,shewillbeflying

leavingwithhimandgivebirthtoanotherwhite

baby.)

MaSiwela-(laughs)hawu,suchlittlefaithinme,

khululekathistimeIamgoingnowhere,meandyou

willbeattendingstokvelstogether.

Thenjiwestandupfromthetabletakingherwalking

stick...

MaSiwela-hawuusuyahamba,Ithoughtwewere

goingtocatchup.

Thenjiwe-ayileavemealoneDelilah...

Theyalllaughasshemakesherwayoutsidethe

house...



Don-(laughs)whyissheusingastick?

Pinky-(laughs)sheslippedonthebathtubyesterday.

AnywaysitwasgoodseeingyouMatho,Ineedto

getreadyIampickingmymomfromDurbanstation

today.

MaSiwela-(smiles)okaysisiuhambekahle.

ShesmilesasDonwalksherout.Afterafew

minuteshecomesbackandfindsherleaning

againstthetablewithherphoneinherhands...

Don-iseverythingokay?

MaSiwela-No,itjustthatIhaverealisedNellyhasn't

calledeversinceshelefttotheZuluhomestead.

Don-whodidsheleavewith?

MaSiwela-thekidsandSbani,shesaidshewould

callbutshehasn't.

Don-noImeanbesidethatboy,whoelsedidshego



with?Pleasedon'ttellmeyoulethergoalonetoa

placewheresheknowsnooneandprobablyshe

wouldfeellikeanoutsider.Pheladon'tforgetintheir

eyesshe'sstillthegirlthatbrokeupafamily.

MaSiwela-ohmygod!!Youright,alothasbeen

happeningthatdidn'tevencrossmymind.

Don-(sighs)youknowwhatlet'sgothere?

MaSiwela-(suprized)really?ImeanMrZuludidsay

we'rewelcomedtodinewiththemontheactual

ceremonyday.ButIjustbrusheditoff.

Don-(smiles)wellgetready,asambesiyodlainyama

yembuzikwaZulu.(let'sgoeatmeatattheZulu's)

Shewalkedupstairstogetherhandbag,whileDon

walkedouttothecar...

ATTHEZULUHOMESTEAD..

MrsZuluenteredtheroomwhereNellywas.She



foundhimdressingNkanyeziwhojustreturnedfrom

beingcleansedbyNganono...

MrsZulu-howisshe?Shewasscreamingherlungs

outwhenherbodymadecontactwiththecoldwater.

Nelly-she'scalmeddownabitbutIamworriedshe

mightcatchacold.

MrsZulu-hopefullynot,babiesarequitehandful

whentheyaresick.

Shefakedsmiledandcontinueddressingherbaby.

Shewonderedwhatelsedoesshewant,sheknew

thatthiswomandidn'tlikeherthatmuch.Shemight

nothateherbutsheisn'texactlyherfavourite

person.

Nelly-(turnstoher)isthereanythingelseMrsZulu?

MrsZulu-(sighs)IthoughtItoldyoutocallmemah.

LookNellyIknowyouthinkIhaveaproblemwith

youbut...



Nelly-(stopsandlookather)butyoudohavea

problemwithme,don'tyou?

MrsZulu-asIwassaying,Iadmireyou,thekindof

personyou're.Iknowmyson'slovesyouandIknow

youcanbegoodforhim.Myproblemwithyouisthe

decisionsyouhavebeentakinglately,Ifeellikeyou

havebeenselfishandnottakingtoconsideration

thefamiliesfeeling.

Nelly-(sighs)(takesadeepbreath)lookMrsuhm

mah,IwouldadmitmaybeItookthingstofaratthe

hospitalbutIwashurtingandIdon'tbelieveitis

necessarythatyouholdthatagainstme.Butifyou

talkingaboutthedecisionImadeyesterdaythanI

amsorrytosayyouonyourown.Butthat'snotmy

problemwithyouma,myproblemwithyouisthat

youwanttopretendasifyoulikeme.Thereisa

hugedifferencebetweenlikingsomeoneand

toleratingsomeone.Youmighthavelikedmebefore

Ibecamethewomanwhoyourdaughtermarriedher

fianceandIdidn'treallymakethingsanybetter

whenIbecamethewomanyoursonlefthiswifefor.

Iknowyourloyaltywillalwaysbewithyourdaughter



andpartofyouisloyaltoNtombiaswellwhichis

understandableshe'sbeeninyourlifeforfartolong.

Youdon'thavetopretend,Iunderstandthe

dynamicsofourrelationship,wecanneverhave

lunchdatesorspardates,anditokay,yougavebirth

tothemanIloveandyou'rethegrandmotherofmy

kids.Wewillalwaysbeineachother'slives,wewill

sharehappy,sadmomentstogethersometimeswe

willargueandnotagreewithoneanotherbutthat

doesn'tmeanwehateeachother.Maybesomeday

wewillgoonspatreatsetcbuttodayisnotthatday.

Letjustberealisticaboutit,don'tbeachameleon,I

respectpeoplewhostaytruetothierfeelings.

Shekeptquietandswallowedlookingather.Itwas

quietforafewsecondsuntilNellydecidedtospeak

again.

Nelly-anywayshaveyouseenSbani?

MrsZulu-(clearedherthroat)uhmmnobutIthink

he'sbusywiththemenoutside.Didyouneed



anythingfromhim?

Nelly-(sighs)no...itjusthaven'tseenmuchofhim

sincewegothere.

MrsZulu-(looksather)youknowyoudon'thaveto

becoupedupinthisroom,you'reallowedtogo

outsideandjustbreathfreshair.

Nelly-(smiles)Imightjustdothat.

MrsZulu-wellletmeleaveyouthan...

Shewasatthedoorwhensheturnedandlookedat

her...

MrsZulu-forwhatisworthIthinkyou'regreat

woman,Iknowithardtobelievemerightnowbut

partofmedoeslikeyou.

WiththatsaidsheturnsandleavesNellywhosighs

andpickupbabyNkanyezi.Herminddriftsofto

Sbani,shenoticedthatthingswereabittensetoday,



especiallywiththeelders,Sbaniwasalsooff,they

heldontoeachotheruntiltheyfellasleeplastnight.

Sheisn'tsureifhesleptatallbecausehiseyesare

stillred.Shewantedtoaskhimwhatwrongwhen

theywokeupbutshecouldn'tbecauseshewokeup

alone.She'ssawhimwhenNganonowascleansing

Nkanyezi,hehadtotakecareofNsikabecause

todaytheboydecidedtothrowatantrum,nobody

wantstotakecareofascreamingbaby,sincehe's

morefondofhisfather,Sbanihadtolookafterhim.

Nganonomixedsomeherbsforhim,hesaiditwill

helpcalmhimdownandwillavoidhimgettinga

headacheafterhe'scooleddown.Sbaniwas

reluctantonhimdrinkingit,tobehonestNellywas

toobutshedidn'tsayanythingbecauseshe

respectedNganonoanddidn'twanttoseem

disrespectful.ButNganonoinsistedthattheherbs

won'tharmhim,butiftheydidn'tfeelcomfortable

theycanjustburnitsohecaninhealit.Whenthey

gotbacktotheroom,shewantedtotalkbuthejust

kissedherlipsandtoldhernotnow.Shedidn'twant

topushbecauseshecouldseehowstressedand

affectedbywhateverwaseatinghiminside.



20minuteslater...

Tiredofjustsittinganddoingnothing,shewas

abouttogofindoneofthegirlswhousuallybring

herfood,tohelpherwiththetwins,shewantedtogo

sitbytheSbani'sgrandmother'sgarden,maybethat

mighttakehermindofthings.Herchildrenmight

alsolikeit,sheopenedthedoor,butstoppedwhen

hereyesmeethis...

Nelly-(whispered)babe..

Sbani-(avoidseyecontact)whereyougoing

somewhere?

Nelly-yeah..Iwasthinkingofgoingandsittingby

thegarden,Ineededoneofthegirlstohelpmewith

thebabies.

Sbani-(sighs)itfine,grabablanketwewillgo

together.Ineedtotellyousomething.



Meanwhile....

Therumouraboutamysteriouswomanarebuzzing

aroundtheyard.Everyonewantstoknowaboutthe

woman.Onerumourhasitthatshewasfound

practicingwitchcraftintheearlyhoursofthe

morning.Thesecondrumouristhatshe'sabeggar,

oraforeigner...

NtombiandZandiletogetherwithtwootherwomen,

arewashingpotsoutside....

Ntombi-doyouknowanythingaboutthismysterious

womanthateveryoneistalkingabout?

Zah-(shakesherhead)luthosisi,butthereistalkall

overtheyardabouther.Therearetoomanytheories

soIdon'tknowwhichoneistrue.

Ntombi-(laughs)ayivillagepeople.

Women1-myhusbandsayshesawthewoman

arrivelateintheearlyhoursofthemorningwitha



manhehasneverseenbefore.

Zah-letjustwait,I'mamsurewewillknowwhat's

goingonverysoon.

Theuncle'sandNganonoareseatedonthebenches

inoneoftherondavels,theaunt'sareseatedonthe

mats,alongwithMrsZulu,Thandekaisseatedalone

onthematandisfacingdown....

MrsZulu-(looksatThandeka)what'sgoingon?

Aunt1-ubanilentombazaneembikanje?(Whois

thisuglygirl?)

MrZulu-(looksatThandeka)shelookslikeshe

needstohaveadoctorcheckherout,kahle,kahle

kwenzakalani?

Nganono-Igavehersomethingtodrinkitwillhelp

herwiththepainandwillhelpherheal.

Uncle2-sosilendenivele?(Whatarewewaitingfor?)

Aunt2-akulonaikwerekwerenjelele?(Isn'tthisa



foreigner?)

Shaka-(shakeshishead)(looksataunt2)asifyou

couldn'tgetanydumb.Notalldarkpeopleare

foreigners.Nxi!!!TypicalSouthAfrican.

Aunt1-kuthiniIokho?(Whatisthisonesaying?)

Aunt2-angimazikodwangizomumurangempama

ahlanzelesingisisakhe.(Idon'tknowbutIwillslap

himandmakehimvomithisenglish)

Shakaclickedhistongue,hestoodupgoingto

ThandekabutNganonoshookhisheadmakinghim

takeaseat.

Nganono-Iknowyouallwonderingwhywearehere

butyouwillallknowsoon.Wejustwaitingfor

Sbanisezwe.

Uncle3-howisthisgirlrelatedtoSbanisezwe?

Nganono-patientboMageba.



Siphowalkedinsidetherondavel,obliviousto

Thandeka,hegreetshisauntsandmother.He

acknowledgeshisunclesanddad.Thandekalifts

herheadupwhenshehearshisvoice...

Thandeka-(teary)(whispering)Sip...ho....

Hiseyesscantheroomandtheymeethers,shocked

atthesighthequicklygoesandsquatsnexttoher,

bringingherfacetohis...

Sipho-whodidthis?What'sgoingon?Whodidthis?

Everyoneintheroomopenedtheireyeslookingat

them....

Aunt1-AIBO!!!!!KWENZANILOKHO?(Whatisthis

onedoing?)
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WhenSbaniandNellysteppedoutsidetheyardshe

couldfeelpeoplestaringather.Feelingher

discomfort,Sbaniwhowasaheadofherwaitedand

heldherhand...

Nelly-(looksaround)Icannevergetusedtothese

peoplestares.

Sbani-justdon'tpayattentiontothem,theyvillage

people,littlethingsexcitethem.

Nelly-(chuckles)wellIdon'tthinkitexcitement,the

waysomeofthesewomenlookatmeisfarfrom

excitement.

Sbani-justbitterjealousvillagewomenwhoare

unhappyabouttheirlives.Theyenvyyou,butthey

won'tsaythattoyourface.

Nelly-(giggles)youverymean..



Sbani-(smileslightly)thatwhyyouloveme..

Theybothgiggleastheymaketheirwaytothe

garden,witheveryonelookingatthem..

Women2-(stopswashingthebigpots)(lookingatthe

directionofSbani&Nelly)Yhooo!!!!KodwaNtombi

uyabekezela,minaangekenjengivumeeyami

indodaihambenomakhwapheniwayokanje.

(Ntombiyou'reverypatientperson,Iwouldnever

allowmyhusbandtoparadewithhismistresslike

this)

Ntombi-(sighs)ucabangaukuthiNgiyakuthandayini

minalokhookwenziwanguSbani,(doyouthinkIlike

whathe'sdoing?)ButIhavenosaywearedivorced.

Women2-yabonakuhlalakulamadolobhaenu,yini

njelamadivosi,kubebenehlalalaemakhayangabe

ayikhoyonkelemfabhatheka.(Youseewhatlivingin

thesecitiesofyoursdoes,whatisdivorce?Ifyou

werestayingheratthefarmsthiswholerubbish

wouldn'texist.



Zah-(rollseyes)kuyafananje!!!Ifamanwantstobe

adoghewillbeadog.Theenvironmenthestaysin

hasnothingtodowithhiswhoringways.

Woman1-Iagree,butNtombikuyabekezelwa

emshadweni,yougaveuptoeasywena.Minamy

husbandhas3kidsfromoutsideourmarriagebutI

amstillmarriedtohim.

Zah-Idon'tknowaboutyouladiesbutminaIfuckup

himandthanfuckthebitchupaswell.Iworkedto

hardformyfamilyain'tnobitchwhowillmessthat

upforme.

NtombiglancesatthedirectionofNellyandSbani

andnoticesthattheyarenolongerthere.Shesighs

andcarriesonscrubbingthepotswhilethetopicof

cheatingisbeingdiscussedbythewomen....

Whentheygettothegarden,theyfindagazeebo

setup,abasketfilledwithfreahfruits,crushorange

juice(Nelly'sfavourite).Acuteblanketislaidonthe

floorandcomfortablecushions....



Nelly-(smiles)whendidyouplanallthis?

Sbani-(smiles)wellwhenIcameuptoyourroomI

wantedtoaskyoutocomehavepicnicwithme,I

wassuprisedwhenyoutoldmeyoualsowantedto

comerelaxbythegarden.

Nelly-(kisseshischeeks)thisisbeautiful,Iloveit...

Sbani-Iamgladyoudo...

Nomacomesrunningtothem,Sbaniturnstoher,

shegigglesandslowsherpace...

Sbani-whatdidIsayaboutrunningyounglady?

Noma-(smiles)sorrydaddy.(looksatNelly)hello

Neneh.

Nelly-(smiles)hellobaby.

Noma-daddycanIplaywithmybrotherandSister?

Sbani-(sighs)princessyouknowtheystillbabies,



theycan'trunlikeyou.

Noma-butwe'renotrunning,wejustsittingunder

thetrees,please?(Makesapuppyface)

Sbani-maybenext...

Nelly-(smiles)youknowwhatIthinktheywouldbe

happytoplaywiththeirbigsister...

Sbanishootsheralook,sheignoreshim,Noma

excitedlyclapsherhands...

Nelly-don'ttakethemoutoftheirstrollerokay.And

makesureyoudon'tsitinthesun.Anddon'tfeed

themdirt.

Noma-(excited)okay...wethuisgoingtobeso

jealous.Inowhaveabrotherandasistertoo,and

theycutenotlike..

Sbani-(warningher)Noma!!!

Noma-(shrugs)What?!!!



Nomacarefullypushesthedoublestrollertowhere

theotherkidsare,whojumpandruntoherbutshe

tellsthemtonottouchthebabiesbecausetheir

handsaredirty....

Sbani-Ihopeyoudon'tregretwhatyoujustdid.

Nelly-(laughs)Ihopeso,Iamstilltryingtogetthe

kidtolikeme.

Theymovetothegazeeboandsitonthecushions.

Hesitsbehindherandholdsherastheywatch

Noma,who'sbossingeveryone,theylaughshaking

theirheads...

Sbani-Ithinkshe'stakingthebigsisterrolewayto

serious.

Nelly-(laughs)she'sfunnytowatch...

Theysmileandfallintosilence.Heholdshertightly



andshebrusheshisarm.Suddenlythemood

changes....

Nelly-wanttotalkaboutit?

Sbani-Idon'tevenknowwheretostart,itallmessed

up.

Nelly-youknowIamhereright?

Sbani-(kissesthetopofherhead)Iknowbabe...

(takesadeepbreathe)rememberwhenIwenttothe

hillswithNganono?

Nelly-yesandhetoldyouaboutThingolenkosi.

Sbani-yeahbutthat'snotallhetoldmeabout.He

toldmethattheancestorsshowedhimthatIhavea

son,IthoughthewastalkingaboutNsikabuthe

wasn't.

Hecouldfeelherbodygoingalittlecoldandstiff.

Hesighedandcontinued...



Sbani-Iwasconfused,hethanwentontosaythe

boyissickandneedstobeintroducedtotheZulu

ancestors.WhenIaskedifmaybeheknowswhere

thissupposedsonis,hetoldmeno.Hesaidthe

ancestorsonlytellhimwhatheneedstoknow.

Nelly-sowhatdoesthatmean?Whereisthatson?I

don'tunderstand.

Sbani-Ididn'tunderstandtoo,Iwassosuremaybe

Nganonomadeamistakeuntil.....

Nelly-untilWhat???

Sbani-untilIgotaphonecallfromBless,tellingme

heiswithaboywhoneedshelpandlooksexactly

likeme.

Hetookouthisphoneandwenttothepicturethat

Blesssenthim,handedherthephone.Shelookedat

thepicture,sheblinked4timeshopingthatjust

maybeshewasn'tseeingwhatshe'sseeing...

Sbani-youdon'tknowhowmuchIstaredand



blinkedlookingatthepicturehopingitnottrue.But

asyoucansee...

Nelly-(whispered)he'syours....(blinked)but....idon't

understand....(looksathim)how?

Sbani-(clenchedhisteeth)that'sthefuckeduppart...

Shelookedathim,theangervisibleinhisface,he

wastryingsomuchtoholditinbutitwasprovingto

beverydifficult.Shedidn'tunderstandwhatwas

frustratinghim?Infactnothingmadesense,theboy

lookedolderthanNomasoitobviousitsome

womanfromhispast....

Nelly-howdidBlessknowallaboutthis?Sbanithis

boylooksolderthanNoma?Didyouhaveanaffair

whiledatingNtombi?

Sbani-(angry)FUCKNO!!!...

Nelly-(movesfromhim)Jesusokay!!!!There'sno

needtobitemyheadoff,Iamjusttryingtomake

senseofthings.



Sbani-(sighsandbringsherclosertoheragain)I

knowIamsorry,itjust..(gritshisteeth)thiswhole

thingjustangersmesomuch.

Nelly-who'schildisthisSbani?Whoishismother?

Sbani-(looksdown)Thandeka...

Shetriestomoveawayfromhimbutheholdsher

evenmoretight.Shetriesagainbutfailsbecausehe

isnotbudging..

Nelly-thenobody!!!!THENOBODY!!!!....Ican't

believethis.Ithoughtyousaidsheisn'trelevant..

Sbani-(annoyed)velesheisn't...

Nelly-Thanhowdoyouexplainthechild?That

soundslikesomeonewhoisverymuchrelevant,in

factthatsoundslikesomeonewhowillforeverbein

yourlife.

Sbani-(clenchedhisteeth)don'tsaythat...

Nelly-(huffing)ittrue!!!!Howdoessheevenhave



yourchild?Isthatwhatshewantedtotalkaboutthat

dayinyouroffice?Orthatwhyshe'sbeencallingyou?

Ohmygod!!!!

Shegotofhisholdandstooduppacingaround.Alot

wasgoingthroughherheadrightnow.Hestoodup

andtriedtotouchherbutshemovedfromhim...

Nelly-Idon'tknowmuchaboutthatwomanbutone

thingIknowisIdon'tlikeher,somethingabouther

justrubsmethewrongway.

Sbani-(looksather)babelookatme....

Shestoppedandlookedathim,hecouldseeshe

wasbattlingwithhermind,thisiswhathedidn't

want,thelastcoupleofweekshe'switnessedwhat

she'slikewhenshe'sinherhead,itveryhardtoget

throughtoher.Nellydoesn'tdowellwhenitcomes

topersonalissues,infactshefailscompletely.They

havebeengoodlatelyhedoesn'twanttogobackto



thatplacewheresheshutshimout....

Sbani-Iknowalotdoesn'tmakesenserightnow.But

pleaseletmeexplain,canyoudothatforme,

ngiyakucelaMa'Thabekhulu...

Shelookedathim,hearinghimcallherbyherpraise

name,kindofmeltedherabit.Shewasabouttonod

whenloudvoicescomingfrombehindherdisturbed

her,outofnowhereSiphocameflyinggivingSbani

onestrongpunchontheface..

Sipho-(angry)WHATTHEFUCKISWRONGWITH

YOU?YOUBEATWOMANNOW!!!

Sbaniwipedhisjaw,andlookedatSiphowithdeadly

eyes.HewasabouttotalkagainwhenSbaniheld

himbytheneck,lockedhisheadunderhisarmsand

punchedhimrepeatedlyonhisstomach.Sipho

managedtostompedonSbani'sleftfoot,making



himloosebalance,butheheldSiphobyhiscollar

bringinghimtothegroundwithhim.Hequicklygot

ontopofhimandpunchedhimrepeatedlyonhis

face.Thewomanstartedscreaming,theunclesand

themenandboyscamefloodingtryingtobreakoff

thefight...

Zah-(looksatNelly)(panicking)what'sgoingon?

Aunt2-(hadherhandsonherhead)EEEHENNNIII!!!!!!

kodwalezinganezingenelweyini?(Whathasgotten

intothesechildren?)

MrsZulu-(heartbeating)(screaming)GETSBANI

OFFHIM,HEWILLKILLHIM..

Itwasveryhardtogetthemoffeachotherasboth

men'sholdoneachotherwasstrong.Theywere

bothnotwillingtoletgoof.Sbanikeptpunchinghim

onhisstomachwhileSiphotriedgettingagripon

hisneckbutwasfailingbecauseofthementryingto

gethimoff.Blesscamerunningtothescenealong

withThulani,Blesstookouthisgunandshootupthe



air3times,makingthepeoplescatterandscream

evenlouderastheylaiddownonthefloorholding

theirheadsfacingtheground.Hewalkedand

grabbedSbaniwiththehelpofThulaniawayfrom

SiphoastheothergroupofmenheldSiphoback..

Bless-(givesSbanithedeadlylook)WHATTHE

FUCKAREYOUDOINGFIGHTINGYOURBROTHER?

Sbani-(spatbloodontheground)hecameforme.

Bless-(looksatSipho)DOYOUHAVEADEATH

WISH?

Sipho-(chokedonhisbloodandspatitout)Iwanted

himtofightsomeonehissizenotadefenseless

woman.Whatkindofamandoesthattothemother

ofhischild?

Ntombi-(widenhereyes)TOTHEWHAT??..what

thehellishetalkingabout?(LooksatSbani)

Sbani-(angry)eyawumeNtombi..

Nellyturnedandlookedathowfrightenthekids



where,everyonewassofocusedonthebrothers

fightingthattheyforgotthatthekidswereright

there.Sbani'seyesscannedthecrowdandfoundher

walkingfuriouslytowherethekidswhere.Shefound

themallseatedtogetherandhadthetwinsdouble

strollerinthemiddle,theysurroundeditforminga

protectiveshield,littleNkanyezifoundthisamusing

asshewascrackingupbecauseofallthedifferent

facesurroundingher.Thisbrokeherheartbutatthe

sametimewarmeditupofhowatsuchayoungage

theyaresmartenoughtodosuchathing...

Nelly-heyguys,everyoneholdthehandofthe

personnexttoyouweallgoingtowalkbacktothe

house.

Owethu-(scared)canIholdyourhandaunty?

Noma-(frowns)NO!!!Iwanttoholdyourhand,you

myNeneh..

TheboystandingnexttowhereNellywassawhow

drainedshewas,hewalkedtoher...



Boy-himam,itokayIcanpushthepramforyou.

Shesmiledlightlyattheboy,villagepeoplehadsuch

easylivesshethought,astrollertothemisapram...

Nelly-Ngiyabonga,wellIguessyoubothcanhold

myhandnow.

Theyquicklyheldherhands,theboypushedthe

strollerwalkedfirstwhileNellyandtherestofthe

kidsfollowed.Sheturnedandmadeeyecontactwith

Sbani,sheshakedherheadandwalkedquickly,he

watchedheruntilshedisappearedonsight..

Aunt1-amanyalalawa,Noziweizinganezakho

azifundisekile.(Thisisadisgrace,yourchildrenare

notdisciplined)

Nganono-(boldvoice)wonkeumuntuakabuyile



kwintoabeyenza,Sbanisezwe,Sipho,Shaka,Ntombi,

Zandile.Youwillallfollowustothediscussionroom.

Ngikhatheleilimanyalaenziwalaemagcekeni

aMageba.Abaphansiabanemeneze.(Everyonecan

nowgobacktowhattheyweredoing,Iamtiredof

allthisdisgracefulbehaviorhappeninginthisyard.

Theancestorsarenothappyatall.)

Aunt1-ilezinganezaNoziwe,zonkezinesinyamanje

(itNiziwe'schildren,thatallhavedarkcouldhanging

overthem)

Nganono-(looksather)Awuthulemfazi,ngoba

ngekeuthandemasengikutshelaizindabazakho,iphi

inganeyakho?Uyitsheleukuthiuhlukanenomfazi

womuntungobaizofa.(Shutupwoman!!!Because

youwon'tlikeitwhenItellyoursecrets,whereis

yourson?Tellhimtoleavethatman'swifeorelsehe

willdie)

Nganonowalkedawayleavingtheauntannoyedas

hell.Peoplestartedscatteringaroundtheyard,alot

ofwhisperingwasgoingon.Asifthingscouldnot



getanyworse.Don'sFordRangerparkedoutsidethe

gate.Thegateboywalkedtowardsthem.Don's

windowrolleddown..

Boy-ngingakusizamnumzane(canIhelpyousir?)

Don-ngizekwinganeyamimfana.(Icameformy

childboy)

TheboywasabouttorespondbutMrZuluwalkedto

thegateandsignaledthatheopensthegate.They

driveinsidetheyardandparknexttotheothercars.

MaSiwelaandDongetoutthecar..

MrZulu-(smiles)hawu,savakashelwaezinkulu?(A

visitationofsuchbigandimportantpeople)

MaSiwela-(laughs)sizodlainyama,ngiyathemba

ukuthiselilungileidombolo(weheretoeatmeat,I

hopethedumplingsareready)

MrZulu-(shakesDon'shand)Idon'tbelievewehave

met.IamSbanisezwe'sfather.



Don-(shakeshishand)DonKhoza,Nelly'sstep

father.

TheylaughasMrZuluwalkstheminsidethehouse.

NtombiandDonmakeeyecontact,sheswallows

seeinghim,whilehiseyeswidenandhegivesherhis

killerpantydroppersmile,shecouldfeelherpanties

wet...
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Nganono-(looksatSbani)getyourdadandyour

wifehere.Thesoonerwegetthisdonethebetter.

Sbani-(staresatThandekadeadly)okay....canIgo

seeNelly?

Nganono-(shakeshishead)thereisnotime.You

willattendtoherafterwedonehere.Nowgoget

yourfather.



Sbaniwalksoutthediscussionroomandbumps

intoBless...

Bless-(sweating)itnotlookinggoodman.

Sbani-(annoyed)youthink...didyoufuckenseehow

yoursisterlookedatmeman.

Bless-mysisterislessofmyworriesrightnow.

MaSiwelaishere.

Sbani-(eyesout)WHAT?!!!Tellmeyoujokingman.

Bless-(shakeshishead)Isawyourfatherwalking

theminsidethehouse.

Sbani-Shit!!!!

Hekicksthebucketnexttothemfrustratedly...

MrZulu-canweleaveyouhereasyouenjoyyour

refreshments,Ineedtoattendtoanurgentfamily



meeting.

Sbani-itokayfatherIwouldlikeforNellyandher

mothertojoinusatthemeeting.(Looksatthem)

sanibonani..

Sbanisaysthatasheenterstheloungearea.

MaSiwelalooksathimandnoticesthebloodonhist

-shirt...

MaSiwela-udliwayiniwenaGideon?(What'seating

youup?)

Everyonelooksather,confusedbythe"Gideon

name"shebrushesthemoff...

MaSiwela-what'sgoingon?Inoticedhowpeople

seemedoff,andIheardfewwhispers.

Sbani-(sighs)italottoexplainwhichiswhyIneed

usalltoattendthismeetingsoIdon'thaveto



explainthistoeachpersononebyone.

Don-(looksatMaSiwela)Ithinkyoushouldgo,

JudgingbyhisfaceIthinkthisisserious,our

daughterneedsyou..

NellywalksdownthestairsholdingNoma'shand,

hearinghermom'svoiceshewalkstotheLounge

areaandindeedither...

Nelly-Mom..

Sheturnsandlooksatherdaughter,shedoesn't

evenneedhertocalloutforhertwice,hereyessays

alot.Shestandsupandwalksuptoher.Theyhug

forafewseconds...

MaSiwela-Iamherebaby,Iamhere.

MaSiwelasquatsdownandtouchesNoma's



cheeks...

MaSiwela-(smiles)who'sthiscutething?

Noma-(smiles)(hidesbehindNelly)IamNoma..

MaSiwela-(smiles)doyouwantsomechocolate?

Noma-(excited)yes!!!

MaSiwela-goopenmybagandyouwillfinditthere.

Nelly-(looksatNoma)youwillsharewiththeothers

right?

Noma-(sighs)okayNene..

SherunstoMa'Siwela'sbag...

Nelly-whydidn'tyoutellmeyoucoming?

MaSiwela-itwasn'tplanned.Donscoldedmeabout

lettingyoucomeherealone.

Nelly-(smiles)Donhuh??Istheresomethingyou

wanttotellme?



MaSiwela-(hitshershoulder)ayisuka!!!

NellywalkstowhereDonis,sheavoidsSbani'seyes.

DonopenshisarmsandNellymeltsinthem.She

hasalwayssawhimasaperfectfatherfigure.He

kissesherforehead..

Don-howareyou?

Nelly-exhausted,Ijustwanttogohome.

Sbanishootsheralook,butshejustchosetoignore

him..

Don-(smiles)wewillbutfirstyouandyourmother

needtoattendameetingwiththeZulu's.(Looksat

SbanithanNelly)andIneedyoutokeepanopen

mindokay.Isenseyourmotherwon't.

Nelly-(sighs)okay...uhmmwhowilllookafter

NkanyeziandNsika?



Sbani-oneoftheyounggirlswill.Ialreadytalkedto

them.

MrZulu-welllet'sgo.

Donnodsandtheyallwalkouttheloungearea,

SbaniwalksnexttoNellyandholdsherhand,she

looksathim...

Nelly-IamtiredSbani.

Sbani-(squeezesherhand)Iknowbabe,butitwill

beoversoon.Iloveyou...

Shedoesn'trespondastheykeepwalkingtothe

discussionroom.Hestopsherbeforetheycan

enter...

Sbani-(looksather)IsaidIloveyou.

Nelly-(wipeshertears)Iloveyoumore..



Hebabykissesher,beforetheycanwalkinsideshe

stopshim...

Nelly-(sniffs)whereisBless?

Sbani-insidebabe.

Shenodsandtheybothwalkinside,everyonelooks

atthem,Sbanitakesaseatonthebench,whileNelly

goesandseatnexttohermomonthematlikethe

restofthewomen...

Aunt1-(rollseyes)wangenaDiananoCharles.(In

comesprincessDianaandPrinceCharles)

MaSiwelashootsheralook,butNellyholdsherhand

signalinghernottorespond...



Nganono-(looksaround)Goodthatwethatweall

here,(looksatMaSiwela)Iassumeyou'reMaka

Nkanyezi'smother?

MaSiwelanods..

Nganono-(boldvoice)verywellthan,letusbegin.I

knowyou'reallwonderingwhyareweallhere?And

whoisthiswomanhere(pointsatThandeka).All

thatwouldbeanswered.Iaskthatduringthis

sectionweallopenourearsandlisten,wewillnot

interruptandwewillnotmakeunnecessary

comments(looksatAunt1).Ntombazane(looksat

Thandeka)khulumasilalele...

Thandekaclearedherthroatandlookedupat

everyoneinsidetheroom.Shetookadeepbreath

andlookeddownagain...

Thandeka-MynameisThandekaZwane,I...



Aunt1-ayisicelaumnyamaneakhulumeisiZulu

phelathinaasimuzwa(canblackiehereplease

speakZulusomeofuscan'tunderstandher)

Shaka-wellthanmaybeyoushouldn'tbehere,didn't

yousaysheisakwerekwerethanwhydoyouwant

tounderstandforeignerslanguage.

Aunt2-AyiawusiyekeThaboMbeki,isifundiswa

esikhulu,lokhokuvelekungincikanjemekuvula

umlomo,(everytimethisoneopenshismouth,he

justirritatesme).

Nganono-(givesthemadeadlyeye)ngithenikunina?

(WhatdidIsaytoyou?)Onemorewordyouourout

ofhere.(LooksatThandeka)youcancarryon,no

needtointroduceyourself,ngenaendabeni,batshele

ukuthiyiniekuzisalaemagcekenikaZulu,uphinde

ushoukuthiwenzani(getstraighttothepoint,tell

themwhyyouhere?Andwhatyoudid)

Shecouldfeelherpalmssweating.....



Thandeka-I....uhmmngizelakwaZulungoba

ngibhekanenenkinga,inganeyamiyomfanaiyagula

idingaukuthiibikweemodloziniakubo.(Iamhere

becauseIhaveaproblem,mybabyboyissickand

heneedstobeintroducedtohisancestors)

MrZulu-(looksather)(boldvoice)unenganewena

oyizalalakwaZulu?(Youhaveachildwhichis

fatheredhere?)

Thandeka-(looksdown)yebobaba..

Aunt3-ubaniubabawaleyongane?(Whoisthefather

ofthatchild?)

Thandekalookedupandmadeeyecontactwith

Sbani,whogaveheradisgustinglook,she

swallowedthanshiftedhereyestoNtombi,whowas

breathingheavily,itwasobviousthatshewasangry.

LastlyshelookedatNellywhojuststaredatherwith

ablankface...



Nganono-khulumantombazane(talkgirl)

Thandeka-uSbani...

Mayhemstartedaroundtheroom,uncleslookedat

MrsZuluwithquestioningeyes..

Uncle1-Zuluuthiningalentoeshiwoilentombazane?

(Whatdoyousayaboutwhatthisgirlissaying?)

Aunt3-thisisadisgrace,uSbaniuyasiphoxa,

uhambaezalisanjeyonkeinjalangaphandle(Sbani

isshamingus,he'sgoingaroundimpregnatingevery

dogoutside)

MaSiwela-muthi"inja"uqondenivele?Ubizaeyami

inganengenja?(Whenyousayeverydog?Whatdo

youmean?Youcallingmydaughteradog?)

Aunt1-ushokonalo...

MaSiwela-(looksatAunt1)ThulawenaHlengiwe

Mhlaba..

Uncle2-Ithinkweshouldcarryon,Idon'tthinkshe



meant...

MaSiwela-(looksatuncle2)chawewon'tcarryon,

nizongimele,phendulamfazingimamele(looksat

aunt3).(Youwillwaitforme,answermewoman,I

amlistening)

Aunt3-(swallows)changiyaxolisaIdidn'tmeanitin

abadway..

MaSiwela-(clickshertongue)wenzakahleuxolise,

ngobabengizokutshengisaukuthiimigodoyiefana

namiiyenzaniimidlwaneefananawe.(Youdidgood

byapologizing,Iwasgoingtoshowyouwhatabull

doglikemedoestopuppieslikeyou).

Theroomgoesquiet.Nellysqueezeshermom's

hand...

Ntombi-(annoyed)uthuleleniwenanondidwa?

Khuluma.(whyareyouquietyouwhore,talk)

MrsZulu-(looksatSbani)didyouknowaboutthis?

Sbani-(angry)letherfinish,(looksatThandeka)tell



themhowyougotpregnant?

Zah-(looksatSbani)Idon'tthinkthatnecessary...

Ntombi-(snapped)AwuthuleZandile!!!(Shutup)

Shaka-(looksatThandeka)Mathandiekhuluma..

Shedidn'tknowhowshewasgoingtotellthem

whatshedid,soshethoughtItwasbestthatshe

justlies,nobodyreallyhadproofofwhatshedid...

Thandeka-meandSbanihad...

Bless-(shakeshishead)don'teventhinkaboutlying.

(Givesheradeathstare)youdon'twanttodothat.

Unlessyouwantmetoplaythemalittlemovie,tell

thetruth...

ThandekaswallowedandlookedatSiphowhoalso

lookedatherwithaconfusedlook...



Thandeka-uhmm(teary)ngiyaxolisa...

Sbani-(angry)tellthemhowyoustolemysperm?

MrsZulu-(eyesout)WHAT???

Shaka-(looksatSbaniindisbelief)Thefuck??

Sipho-(eyesout,looksatThandeka)What?But...

but...

Everyoneintheroomwasshocked,evenMaSiwela

wasleftwithoutanythingtosay.Nellyjustwent

numb,herbrainwasstilltryingtoprocesseverything.

Ntombiearswereburningwithhotair,shetookout

hershoesandfrustratedlythrewatThandeka,it

landedonherleftcheek..

Ntombi-YOUWHORE,UNGUSATAN....SIES

YANGINYANYISASFEBE....

Nelly-(looksatThandeka)wheredidyouevenget

hissperm?



Sheheldhermouthwhensherealizedsheasked

thatoutloud,everyonelookedatNellybuttheyall

turnedtoThandekaastheyalsowantedtoknow...

Aunt1-(looksatZandile)yinilesipeleabakhuluma

ngaso?

Aunt2-namingifunaukwazi,isipelesanileso?

Zandile-itspermanti,notsipele.Spermisimbewu

yomuntuwesilisa.

Aunt1-manjeuyenzeniimbewukaSbani?(Whatdid

shedotoSbani'ssperm?)

Zandile-kuthiwauyitshontshileanti(theysayshe

stoleit)

Theaunt'sallgasplookingatThandeka...

Aunt1-ngishiloNgathilelikwerekwerealithembakali,

utshontshaimbewuyomshanawamiuyowenza

umuthiwokuthakathangayo(Ididsaythisthis



foreignershouldn'tbetrusted,shestolemy

nephew'sspermtogomakemuthi)

Uncle2-canyouanswerthequestionntombazane?

Thandekalookeddown....

Bless-okayyouknowwhatfuckthis...shestolea

binfromSbani'sapartmentwhichwasfullofused

condomsandshegotanillegalinseminationfroma

backstreetdoctor.Andthatladiesandgentlemenis

howshegotpregnant...

Itgoesquietaseveryonewasstilltryingtoprocess

everything.Inthatheatofthemoment,Nganono

stoodup..

Nganono-Iseeifwecarryoninthisrate,wewillbe

heretillkingdomcome.Letmejustmakethings

easierforeveryone.Whilewestillatitwithyou

Ntombazane(Thandeka)youandSiphoneedtobe



cleansedandnamethebabythatyouaborted14

yearsago,thatwhyyouchosetorunawaybecause

youwerepregnantanditwasSipho'schild.(Looks

atShaka)youneedtobuyagoatandcleanseyour

brothershouse,asyousleptwithhiswife.(looksat

Ntombi)bothyouandShakaneedcleansingandyou

needtonamethebabyyouabortedaswell.When

that'sdoneyouwillnolongerhaveaproblem

conceiving.(LooksatSbani)youwillupdateyour

friend(looksatBless)andgetbacktome.Nowthat

outofthewayexcusemeIneedtopreparefor

imbeleko...

WiththatsaidNganonowalksouttheroomliving

thewholeroomquiet,people'sjawsweredroppedto

thefloor...

MrsZulu-(mouthopen)saleusubuyaJesus!!!

MaSiwela-(looksaround)noyoupeopleneed

seriousintervention,likenidinga"utatakho"tobe



surethatyourchildisactuallyyours,nidinga

uMam'Angie"pleasestepin"andlastlyyouneed

"Nyani'Nyani"kahle,kahlenidingayourown

channel....
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Aunt1-(looksatZandile)mtanamiuthenilomfana

oyiskweqe,ngizweseshini,seshininjekuphela(my

childwhatdidthatbuffboy(Bless)say?,allIheard

wassession,session)

Aunt2-minangifunaukwaziukuthiuNganonoutheni,

bukawonkeumuntuumuncukanjani?(Iwantto

knowwhatNganonosaid,didyouseehowsour

everyoneis)

ZandilegetsupfromthefloorandgivesThandekaa

nastylookandstompsouttheroom.Siphoquickly

followsafterher....



Aunt1-weeeeeh!!!Sizochazelwaubanikenakhu

uZandileehamba.(whowillexplainthingstoussince

Zandilehasleft)

Aunt2-(looksatAunt3)wenakhonaokuzwile?

Unconowenawayaeskoleni.(Didyouhearanything?

Youbetterthanus,youwenttoschool)

Aunt3-(shakesherhead)Habe!!!Namingagcinaka

standard7.Kodwaengikuzwileukuthile

ntombazaneemnyamayatshontshaimbewuyenza

amaseshini,semishiniangazikodwakonalokho,

yaseyamithake.(Istoppedschoolingrade9.But

whatIheardwastheblackgirlstolehisspermsand

didsessions,semitionsIdon'tknow,whateveritis

andshegotpregnant)

Theaunt'sclappedtheirhandslookingatThandeka

asshewasstillseated.Sherolledtheireyes...

Thandeka-(annoyed)anikhuluminganingoShaka



ongeneesibayenisikafowabo,washiyaisisu(why

areyounottalkingaboutShakawhosleptwithhis

brotherswifeandmadeherpregnant)

Theyholdtheirheadsinshock,Thandekawatches

theminamusement...

Meanwhileinsidethemainhouse......

MrZulu-(shakeshisheadindisappointment)Ihave

neverbeensoashamedinmywholelife,whatis

happeningtothesechildrenNoziwe?

MrsZulu-(sighs)Idon'tbaba,Iamshockedas

you're.IneverexpectedthisandthatgirlThandeka,

canyoubelievewhatshedid?Whostealsaman's

spermandgetsherselfpregnant?

MrZulu-(looksather)Don'tevengetmestartedon

thatone.AndhowdoyouexplainShakaandNtombi?

What'sgottenintotheseboysandwantingtosleep

witheverywomenSbanisezweiswith?HereI



thoughtShakawasthinkingabouthisbrotherwhen

hedecidedtostopgoingafterNellykantinohewas

justeasinghisguiltyconscious.

MrsZulu-andSipho?What'supwithhisbehaviour?

He'sactingmoreofafoolthaneveryoneelse.

MrZulu-(annoyed)(clickedhistongue)don'teven

tellmeabouthim,Ifeellikeskinninghimalive,he's

stillsleepingwithThandekaIcanseeitinhisface.

MrsZulu-(brusheshisback)whatarewegoingto

donowMageba?Wecan'tleavethingslikethis?At

theendofthedaytheyareoursons,wecan't

abandonthem,yoursistersarealreadyglorifying

aboutthiswholething.

MrZulu-(clickshistongue)Iamlookinglikeaman

whodoesn'thavehishouseholdinorder.

MrsZulutriestotouchhimbuthemovesfromthe

bedandfrustratedlywalksoutthebedroom,he

bumpsintoShakaatthedoor,theystareateach

other...



Shaka-(looksdown)babaIcan...

Beforehecouldfinish,hisfathergiveshimonehard

slapthathashimlookinglikeatomatowithin

seconds..

MrZulu-(angry)(shouting)WHATISITTHATYOU

WANTTOEXPLAIN?Ufunaukungichazelanikahle,

kahle?UFUNAUKUNGITSHELAUKUTHI

UBHEBHANANOMFAZIKAMFOWENU(youwantto

tellmeyoufuckingyourbrotherswife)?Youwantto

tellmeitsogoodthatyouevengettingherpregnant?

IsthatwhatyouwanttoexplaintomeShaka?

Thewayhe'sshoutingeveryoneinsidethehouse

canhearhim.Shakalooksdown,hehasneverseen

hisfatherthisangrybutitthedisappointmentinhis

fatherseyesthathashimfeelinglikeshit...



MrZulu-(boldangryvoice)SUKAENDLENIYAMI

NGOBANGIZOHLAKAZALOBUSOBAKHO

NODONGA.(MoveoutmywaybecauseIwill

rearrangeyourfacewiththewall)

Heshamefullystepsaside,hisfatherfuriouslywalks

pasthim,talkingtohimselfabouthowembarrassing

hissonsare.MrsZulustandsbythedoorlookingat

Shaka,hiseyesmeether...

Shaka-(whispers)Mom...

Hismomlooksathim,sheshakesherhead

disappointedlyandshutsthedoortohisface....

Outsideatthecorneroftheyard....

Bless-(looksathim)howdoyoufeelnowthat

everythingisoutintheopen?



Sbani-(sighs)wellnoteverything...butIguessIam

gladthislothasbeenliftedoffmyshoulders.

Bless-(puffshiscigarette)Igetyouman...youneed

tomakethingsrightwithyourbrothersyouknow

thatright?

Sbani-yeah,meandShakaIthinkwe'recool,Ihave

noanimositywithhim.SiphoisarggghhhIdon't

knowmanbutwewillworkthingsout.

Bless-Shakaisstillyoung,he'sacooldude,justlet

himbeandstopbeinganasswhenhetriestobe

closetoNelly,yougotnothingtoworryabout.I

HATEtosayitbutmysisterlovesyoursass.

Sbani-(chuckles)Iamnotintimidatedbymylittle

brotherifthatwhatyouinsinuating.

Bless-(laughs)Iknowyourcockyassisn'tbutI

knowthatthefactshe'scomfortablearoundhim

makesyouuncomfortable.Trustinwhatyouboth

have,don'tletyouranimalisticpossessivesideruin

it.

Sbani-yeah....(silent)doyouthinkIshouldtellher

about...



Bless-(shakeshishead)NO..thatonesecretwe

goingtohavetodiewith.Idon'tseeherlookingat

youthesameway.Andsheisn'tmyworry,butyou're.

Sbani-(looksathim)whatdoyoumean?

Blesspuffshiscigaretteforthelasttimeand

stompsonitwithhistimberlandboot...

Bless-Idon'tthinkyouwillhandleherrejectionwell.

LetjustsayIdon'twanttobehelpingyoubury

bodieseverymorningafteryouwakeupandrealize

thefloozienexttoyouisn'tmysister.

Silencefillstheair,theybothlookatthehills,it

overwhelminghowmuchthisguyrightnexttohim

caressomuch.Howmanypeoplecansaytheyhave

afriendlike"Bless"?.Everytimehecountshis

Blessings,hecountshisbestfriendtwice.Hetruly

livesuptohisname...



Sbani-Iloveyoubro...

Hesaysthatnotlookingathim.Silencefillstheair

again,butthistimeBlessistheonethattakestime

andappreciatestheguynexttohim.Hemaybea

fuckupandalotofthosetimesheneedstohelp

cleanhismessbuthewouldn'ttradehimfor

anything..

Bless-(looksathim)(imitatesawoman)yesIwill

marryyoubabe...

Theybothlookateachotherandburstoutlaughing...

Backatthemainhouse....

Zandileisstandingbythewindowlookingoutside.

WhileSiphoisseatedonthechairfacingdown....



Zandile-(calmvoice)whatdoyouhavetosayfor

yourself?

Sipho-(brusheshisface)Iamsorry.

Zandile-didyouknowaboutthebaby?

Sipho-honestlyno.Andwhatwehadbackthan

wasn'tevenserious,wehookedondayswhenSbani

wasatrugbypractice.Wewereyoungandstupid.

Zandile-Iamnotinterestedonwhatyoudidback

than.WewerenotdatingatthattimesoIreallydon't

care.....(takesadeepbreath)doyoustilllikeher?

Sipho-(clearsthroat)uhmNo...Ineverlovedherit

wasalljustsexmkami..

Sheturnsandlooksathim,shewalksandstands

overhim....

Zandile-IamgoingtoaskyouonequestionandI

wantyoutobetruthfulaboutit,ifyouhonestwith

methanIamgoingtostandbyyouandwewillbe

okay.



Sipho-ifIamnottruthfulthanwhathappens?

Shesquatssotheirheadscanbeleveled,shehold's

bothsidesofthechairsarmrestsandlooksathim

deadintheeyes...

Zandile-(sternvoice)ungabiyisilimaSipho(don'tbe

afool)

..(silent)....

Zandile-Isshethewomanyou'refuckingnow?

Sipho-(looksather)No.

Shesmilesandbabykisseshim,thanwalksback

andstandsnexttothewindow,lookingoutside.

Zandile-canyoupleasegivesomespace,Ijustwant



togetmyselftogether.Gocheckonthekidsthey

seemedtobefrightenbyyouractionsearlier.

Henodsandwalksandstandsbehindher,heholds

her,shecanfeelhisbreathfanningherear.He

kisseshercheek,sheshutshereyesandopens

themwhenshedoesn'tfeelhislipsonhercheek

anymore...

Sipho-Ngiyabongamkami,ngiyakuthanda

Ma'Ncwane.(Thankyoumywife,Iloveyou

Ma'Ncwane)

Assoonasthedoorshuts,shetakesherphone

fromthebedanddialsthenumber...

Lady-thisistheFirearmsdepartmenthowcanIbe

ofservice?

Zandile-hello,youspeakingtoZandileZulu,canI

speaktoBrendaplease,she'stheassistancethat's



helpingme.

Lady-(typesonherkeyboard)okaymam,holdwhileI

transferyourcall...

musicplays

Brenda-(smiles)MrsZulu,youspeakingtoBrenda,

howcanIhelpyoutoday?

ShewatchesSiphofromthecurtainsandtakesa

deepbreath...

Zandile-(boldvoice)Iamreadytogetthatpistolwe

talkedabout.

Inthenextroom....

Ntombiwasseatedonthefloorcryinghereyesout.



Shewassoashamedshowingherfaceoutsidethis

room,thelookthateveryonegaveherwastoomuch.

AndsheheardMrZulu'sshoutingatthepassage.

Thatgotherfeelingevenmorelikeshit.Thegloatin

Thandeka'sfacecouldn'tbemissedwhenNganono

droppedthatboomaboutherandShaka.Thefact

thatshewasnowgoingtothinktheyweresome

whatsimilardisgustedher.LowliveslikeThandeka

shouldn'tbecomparedtohershethoughttoherself.

Shepickedherphoneupanddialedhermother..

...ringing...

Voicemail

Shetriedagainbutitkeptringingwithoutanyone

answeringuntilitsenthertovoicemail."They

probablyatchurch"shethought.Herparentswere

Christianstothecore,theyattendedchurchMonday

toSunday.Shetriedhersistersnumber..



....ringing...

Nonto-(breathingheavily)heysisi,Ican'ttalknow.

Callmelaterloveyou...

Withthatshehangedup,shecouldswearsheheard

clappingofskin."IsNontohavingsex?"Shethought

butquicklydismissedthatidea.Shesighed,now

whowasshegoingtocall.Shehadnofriends,

suddenlysomeonecametomind,someoneshe

hasn'ttalkedtoinmonths.Shewenttohercontact

listandpressedcalltohisnumber...

...ringing...

Mthoko-(sleepyhoarsevoice)hello..

Hearinghisvoicejustmadehercryevenmore,she



justcouldn'tholditin.Mthokowasconfused,he

lookedathisscreen,thenumberwasnotregistered.

Helistenedtothepersonontheothersidecry

hysterically,becauseofthepersonheis,hekeptthe

callon.Whenshefinallycalmeddownafter5

minutes.Shewipedhertearsandtookadeepbreath

tryingtokeepittogether..

Ntombi-(sniffs)Iamsorry,Iknowthisisn'tidealbut

Ijustneededtohearafriendlyvoice.

Mthoko-(sighed)itokay...uhmmwho'sthis?..

Thatshockedher,shewasn'texpectingthat.The

factthatheaskedthatprovedhehaddeletedher

number.Thatkindofhurther...

Ntombi-(hurt)(sniffs)oh...uhmmitNtombi.

Mthoko-(silent).....I'msorryitjustIhavebeentrying

totalktoyouinmonthsbutyouhavebeenblue

tickingmeandignoringmycalls.SoIgotthe



messageandbackedoff.Idon'tkeepnumbersthatI

don'tneedinmyphone.

Ntombi-(swallowed)itokayIunderstand..uhmm

sorryfordisturbingyoursleep..

Sheendedthecall,butwithinsecondsherphone

vibratedindicatinganincomingcallfrom"Mthoko".

Shelookedatitandletitringuntilthecallended.

Againwithinsecondsatextmessagecame

through...

"Whenyoureadytotalkcallme,Iamnotaboutto

runafteryou"

Shereadthemessagefourtimes,shesighedand

dialedhisnumber...

Meanwhile....



NellyplacedNsikaonthebedandcoveredhim

nicelywithablanketandkissedhischeek...

Don-(smiles)Ican'tbelieveyou'remother.

Nelly-(smiles)Iknowright,amotheroftwotobe

exact...

MaSiwelamovesfromthecurtainsandrollsher

eyessittingnexttoDon...

MaSiwela-sovele,velewearejustgoingtoignore

thebigelephantintheroom.

Don-(looksather)whatbigelephantintheroom?

MaSiwela-(rollseyes)"keepingupwiththeZulu's"

duh!!!!Phelathesepeoplegotrealproblems.Iam

talking"deep"issues.

Nelly-(sighs)reallymom?Idon'thaveenergyfor

whatever'shappeningwiththesepeoplerightnow.

MaSiwela-yazihearingtheirsecretsmademefeel



betteraboutmyown,Irealizedminesarenotthat

deep,Icaneventellyouaboutthebigheadthat

fatheredyou.

Theybothlookedather,notbelievingwhatshejust

said...
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MaSiwela-(looksatthem)Yini?(What?)

Nelly-(shakesherhead)unbelievable..

Shewalksouttheroom....

Don-(looksather)really?Thatwasnotcool.

MaSiwela-(shrugs)Iwasn'tgoingtoblastitouthere,

butIwasjustsaying.She'sopentoaskingme



anything.

Don-(smiles)you'retoomuchhoney,sometimesI

don'tknowwhatisitthatIloveaboutyou,yourbig

mouthorbigpersonality.

Shesmilesandsitsonhislap.Hehugsherwaistas

theybothstareeachotherwithsomuchadoration...

MaSiwela-(leansfoward)(smiles)psssshhyoulove

everythingaboutme.

Heleansforwardtoo,theynosetouch,theyboth

smileandwereabouttogotothekillwhenher

phonestartedvibrating.Shegotupfromhislapand

pickedituplookingatthecallerID...

MaSiwela-(rollseyes)nanguumqediwenjabulo

(here'skilljoy)



Shesighedandanswered...

MaSiwela-hellokhandakhulu(hellobighead)

Moses-(raisedhisbrow)What?

MaSiwela-(brusheshimoff)ngingakusizangani?

(HowcanIhelpyou?)

Moses-Iwantustotalkaboutourdaughter.You

havebeenquietsincethatdayatthehospital.Kahle,

kahleMathoyindabaungafuningazanenendodakazi

yami?(Exactlywhydon'tyouwantmetogettoknow

mydaughter)

MaSiwela-(rollseyes)alothasbeenhappeningin

thelastcoupleofmonths.Butifyoumustknowyou

welcometointroduceyourself.

Moses-(smilesinrelief)socanmeandmywife

cometomorrow?

MaSiwela-(sighs)noyoucan't,rightnowwe'reatthe

Zulu'shomesteadforimbelekoforthetwins.SoI

willinformyouwhenweback.

Moses-(frowns)whodidtheypay"inhlawulo"too?



Andwhydidn'tyoutellmeabouttheimbeleko?

MaSiwela-(frowns)whywouldwetellyou?Imbeleko

ceremoniesarestrictlyfamily,theZulufamilytobe

moreprecise.TheonlyreasonwhyIamhereisto

helphernotfeellikeanoutsider,besideswhatwill

yourreasoningforbeingherebewhensheasksyou?

Moses-(sighs)maybeyouright.Pleasegetbackto

meassoonasyoucomeback.Iwanthertoomeet

hersiblings,Ihavebeentryingtogetholdof

Blessingbutnoluck,Iwanthimtobetheretooon

thatday.

MaSiwela-don'tworryaboutthatone,he'shere,

(laughs)youknowhe'sprobablyignoringyourcalls,

phelawenaunesdinakabi(youveryannoying).

Moses-(smirks)awusangifuniyini?(Youdon'twant

meanymore)

MaSiwela-byebyeDemon...

Sheshakesherheadendingthecall,whenheturns

toDon,he'splayingwithbabyNkanyezi,shestares



athim,"suchafineman"shethoughttoherself....

20minuteslater.....

Everyoneisgatheredintheloungearea.MrZulu

walksinwithaastraightblankface,helooksaround,

he'sgotthat"hemeansbusiness"presence

rightnow...

MrZulu-(sternvoice)IhaveafewthingswhichI

needtosaybeforeweproceedwiththeceremony.I

wouldstartbysayingIamangry,pissedandvery

disappointedbyactionsdisplayedbymyfamilyand

bythoseIconsideredclosefriends.(Looksat

Ma'Siwela)Iwouldstartwithyou,Iamsorrythat

youandyourdaughterhadtowitnessallthis,Iknow

weshouldhavelongproceededwiththeceremony

butduetothesedisgracefuldiscoverieswe're

delayed.Iassureyouthatthenecessaryand

importantaspectsto"imbeleko"wouldbedone

today.Tomorrowyouwillbeabletotakeyour



daughterandmygrandchildrenbacktoyourhome.

MaSiwelanodsrespectfullyandsmileslightly....

MrZulu-(looksatThandeka)nowtoyou

ntombazane,whatyouhavedoneisanactofcrime.

Wereyouthatdesperateforababythatyouhadto

gothroughsuchmeasures?Whatdoesthissay

aboutyourcharacter?Ngobalangimekhonamina

ngizibonelaisikhohlakalisentombazane,ungcolile

(becausefromwhereIamstandingallIseeisa

sinisterandadirtywoman)andyou'reachancer.I

donotknowwhatmotivatedyouractions,franklyI

donotevenwanttoknow.Sorrytoburstyourbubble,

herekwaZulu,beingthefirstheirdoesn'tguarantee

thatyouwillholdtheropes,ifyouweremotivatedby

moneythinkingyouwouldgetrichthroughyourson,

Ifeelsorryforyou,butIfeelmoresorryforyourson

whowillbesubjectedtoemotionaltraumawhenhe

learnshowhewasconceived.



Thandekaswallowsandshamefullyfacesdown...

MrZulu-(looksatSbani)you'renowafatheroffour,

Iexpectyoutogrowevenmoreup.Thisangeryou

haveneedstobecontrolled,aswrongasThandeka

wasyoudonotgettolayahandonher,she'sstilla

woman.Yougottwodaughters,Idonotthinkyou

wouldwantsomeonetodowhatyoudid,tothem.

You'reraisingtwoson'saswellIthinkyouwouldn't

wantthemgrowingupthinkingitokaytolayahand

onawoman.

Sbanijuststaresathisfatherwithablanklook...

MrZulu-(looksatShakaandNtombi)Iamvery

disappointedandhurtwhenitcomestoyoutwo.

(LooksatNtombi)Becausethemanyousleptwithis

aZuluandyourhusband'sbrother,youwouldnotbe

shunnedoutofthisyardinsteadyouwillmovetothe

guestrondaveluntilyou'recleansedonlythanwould

youbeallowedtoenterthemainhouse...



Ntombi'stearsrundownhercheeksasshesilently

criesshamefully.....

MrZulu-(looksatSipho)you'retheeldest,you

shouldbeleadingbyexampleandnotbeingthe

biggestfool.Youseewhyyoucanneverlead,you're

easilyinfluenced,youdonothaveamindofyour

own.Stopthebullshityoudoingbeforeeverything

comescramblingdown.Beamanandnotapussy.

Siphofuriouslylooksdown,Zandilestaresathim

andthanThandeka...

MrZulu-in10minutesyouallneededtothe

ancestralrondavel.(LooksatNelly)unfortunately

becauseyou'renotmarriedtoSbani,you'renot

allowedtoentertheancestralrondavel,youwillhave

tohandNtombithechildrenassheistherecognised

wife,(looksatThandeka)thatgoesforyoutoo.



Everyonescattersaround,astheyallgotoprepare

fortheceremonyahead....

Nellywaswalkingdownthepassageandwasabout

topasswhereNtombi'smainbedroomwas,she

heardhercryingandsniffinginside.Shestopped

anddebatedwhethertogoinornot...

Nelly-justkeepwalking...

Shewalkedpassedherdoorbutstoppedandturns

backlookingatit...

Nelly-(gritsherteeth)aarrgggghhh...

Sheslowlywalkedbackandstoodbyherdoor,

debatingwithherself,shefinallyheldherhandina

fistandknockedonthedoor.Shecouldhearher



shuffleandsniff.Fewsecondswhenshewasabout

toknockagain,thedooropened,itobviousshehas

beencryingforquitesometimenow,hereyeshave

turnedsmall,hernosewasredandwithwhitetissue

bits.Theybothlookedateachotherwithoutsaying

anything...

Ntombi-(sniffs)ufunani?(Whatdoyouwant?)

Nelly-(takesadeepbreath)canIcomein?

Shestoodthereforafewsecondswonderingwhat

theshewantsinherroombutsheeventually

steppedasideandNellywalkedin,shelooked

aroundtheroom,itwasniceandsubtle,abigpotrait

ofSbaniandNtombi'sweddingphotohangedinthe

wall...

Ntombi-Iknowyounotheretoadmiremygreat

designskills,sowhatisitthatyouwant?

Nelly-(raisesherbrow)first,yesImustadmityour



roomlooksreallybeautifulbutthanagainIamnot

suprisedI'venoticedyouquiteafashionableperson.

Second,Iamnotheretogloatandrubthingsinyour

facesoyoucanlosetheattitude.Third,thefireyou

givingoutrightnow,thesameattitudeyougivingme,

itwouldbewiseofyouifyouusedallthattohelp

youwiththesituationyou'rein.

Ntombifoldsherarmsandlooksather.Nellywalks

andsitsonthedresserchaircrossingherlegs....

Nelly-Nowletmetellyousomething,theinsultsand

whisperingwon'tstop,andtheysurewon'tforget

thatyoushaggedtheyoungerbrother.Yougottwo

options,yousitandmoparound,lettingwhatbeing

saidaffectyou,dragyouintobeingevenmore

miserableoryougetup,cleanyourselfandownup

toyourshit.Sowhatyougotsome,somefromthe

youngbrother,thatwasagesago.Youalready

movedpassthat,lookathowallthisisn'treally

affectingShaka,yeshisparentsaredisappointed



butwhatpunishmentdidheget?NONE!!!andyouon

theotherhand,arebeingcrucifiedforamistakeyou

bothdid.Yousufferingthefallofbeinganunfitwife

bycheatingonyourhusband,theverysame

husbandwhoisn'tyour"husbandanymore.Look

whatIamtryingtosayisculturefavoursmen,

rightnowyoureallygotnothingtolose,allyouneed

istogetcleansedandgetonwithyourlife.These

villagepeopleareofnobenefittoyou.

Ntombi-(frowns)easyfortosay,youforgettingyou

theonethattookmyhusbandsowhywouldItake

advicefromyou?ForallIthiscouldbeyouthrowing

meunderthebus.Youwantingmetolookeven

moreunfittothesepeople.

Nelly-(shrugs)ifthathowyouseeitthancool.Butif

youweresmartyouwouldactuallyseethatyouina

situationthatIwasinwhenIcamehere.Everyone

hadsomethingtosayaboutme,theaunt'sand

unclescalledmeallsortofnames,includingyou.I

camehereasthegirlwhowreckedahome.Didyou

onceseemecrumbleandlockmyselfinsidethe

room?Noandyouknowwhy?BecauseIactually



didn'tcare,Iwasbraveenoughtosleepwitha

marriedmannowwhymustIbeafraidofinsultsthat

arethrownatmeformyownactions.Iamgrown

enoughtounderstandeveryactionhasa

consequence.Youcan'tsleepwithyourhusbands

brotherandexpectpeopletocheeryouonjustlikeI

can'tsleepwithyourhusbandandexpectyoutolike

meandforpeopletounderstandwhyIdidit.Just

becauseyouthelatestgossipdoesn'tmeantheyno

longerconsidermeasahomewrecker,allthisis

justtalkthatgivesparkorsaucethesevillagerslives,

nowdoyougetmypointoryoustillthinkIam

throwingyouunderthebus?

Ntombi-(sighs)Iguessyouhaveapoint.

Nelly-cool.....wellwhenyoudonehereyoucan

cometakeNkanyeziandNsika.

ShestandsandwalkstothedoorbutNtombistops

herbeforeshecanwalkout..

Ntombi-(looksather)Istillverymuchdon'tlikeyou.



Nelly-IknowandIdon'tcare....
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Thandekawatchedashersongetshimselfdressed,

hehasgrownsomuch,witheachpassingtimehe

looksmoreandmorelikehisfather,thoughhe's

takenherdarksmoothskintonebuthehashis

father'sfeatures...

Thandeka-(smiles)don'tforgettobrushyourhair.

SJ-Iknow,lknow...

HesatonthebedandputhisJordon'ssneakers.

Thandekawalkedandsatnexttohim...

Thandeka-(holdshishand)babyyouknowthat



todayyourfather'sfamilywillbewelcomingyouto

thefamily.

SJ-yes,uncleToolstoldme,healsotoldmeIwill

seemybrotherandsistersisthattruemom?

Thandeka-(confused)uncleTools?

SJ-(smiles)yes,malumeThulani,Iwasathishouse

playingvideogameswithhisson'sthewholeday

yesterday.Heevensaidwhenwegetbacktothecity

ImustregisteratthesameschoolasJabu.CanI

mom?IhatetheschoolIaminnow.

Thandeka-uhmmwewillseeifmommyaffordsit

baby.

SJ-uncleBsaidmydadwillpay.Momwhyhasn't

mydadcometoseeme?

Thandeka-(swallowed)uhmmhe'sbeenbusybaby

butIpromisetodayyouwillseehim.

SJ-(looksather)areyoufeelingbetternow?Uncle

ToolssaidyouwerefeelingsickthatwhyIdidn'tsee

youyesterday.

Thandeka-(fakesmiles)yeahIambetternow.You



suredoseemfondofthismalumeTools.

SJ-(smiled)he'sarealman,heandunclesuncleB

toldmerealmendon'tseetheirfather'suntilthey

oldenough.TheysaidnowIamarealman.(Frowns

lookingather)whydidyoulieandsaymyfatherwas

asoldier?Whydidn'tyoutellmeIwasbeingtrained

tobearealman.

Thandeka-(frowns)babyIdon'tthinkyoushould

listentoeverything...

Hegetsofthebedandlookatherinterruptingher...

SJ-itokay,UncleBtoldmethatwomanliealot..

Withthatsaidhewalkedtothebathroomtobrush

histeethleavingThandekawithhermouthopen...

Outsidetheyard....



Thevillagegirlsandyoungwomenwerealllooking

athimashedidhispushups,thesweatdripping

fromhisdarkscorpionchestgliterredinthesun,

Zandilewashangingtableclothsonthewashingline,

sheheardthegirlsbehindhergiggle,clearlythey

weretakenbywhoeverthismanwas...

Girl1-(giggles)mhlampeuyisoshaloMkhonto

wesizwe(maybeheisaMKsoldier)

Girl2-(licksherlips)anginendabakuthiwenzani,

minasengiyazibonaleziyangalosezingibambile

hmmmmindodaemadodenileya(Idon'tcarewhat

hedoes,Ialreadyseethosearmsholdingme

hmmmm,heisamanamongstmen).

Theycontinuetogigglelikehighschoolgirls,she

laughsandshakesherheadbecausetheyprobably

areinhighschool.Thenoiseandthegiddinessofthe

girlsseemedtogetmorehypedupsosheturned

wantingtoseewhatexactlywasmakingthese

villagethotsloosetheirmindsbutshewasn'tready

forwhatstoodinfrontofher.Sheswearherheart



stoppedbeating,thesalivainhermouthdriedup,the

finespecimenthatstoodbeforeherwithitsweat

drippingdarklindtchocolatedetailedeightorit

sixteenpecks,cansomeoneevenhavesixteen

pecks?Shereallydidn'tcarerightnowbecauseall

hereyescouldseewasblockonblocks,itsurewas

abumpywaydowntothatdeepV.Heclearedhis

throatbringingherbacktolife..

Bless-(smiles)Zandileright?

"Jesusevenhisteethlookedliketheywerecarvedto

perfection.Histhickmoistdarklips,clearlyhewasa

smooker,hissharppointednose,shethoughtonly

whitepeoplehadthosekindofnose.Hisperfect

brushcut,thisguydefinitelyhadabrushwithhim

whereverhewent,therewasnowayhecould

maintainsuchaconsistantwaveonhishair"she

thoughttoherself.

Zah-doyoucarryabrusheverywhereyougo?



Bless-(smirks)ifhavingitinmycarmeanscarrying

iteverywherethantheanswertoyourquestionis

yes...

Zah-(blinkslookingathim)waitwhat?

Bless-(smiles)IdocarryabrusheverywhereIgo.

Shewidenhereyeswhensherealiseshehadblurted

thatoutloudtohim.Hechuckleslookingather...

Zah-(stummers)uhmmitjust...

Hereyesbetrayedheragainastheywentstraightto

hischestandtorso,shefelthipnotized,shewasso

focusedonhischestthatshedidn'thearhimasking

hertopleasetakehisshirtofthewashingline,he

hadhangedittherewhileheworkedout.Whenshe

didn'trespondhemovedclosertoher,shejust

stoodrootedwhereshewas,heleanedfoward,she

closedhereyesfeelinghotashispresenceheldher

overtheedge,hisbreathfannedherneckmaking



herbreatheacertainway.Shefeltherhandcomein

contactwithbighardobjectbeforeshecould

comprehendwhatwhatit.Shesawhimstanding

infrontofhernowwithhisshirton...

Bless-(smiles)Igotmyshirtnow,Idon'tthinkwe

haveeverhadaconversation,weshouldhangout

sometimes.

Hewinkedatherandwalkeddowntothegate,she

watchedhimtalktotheboyatthegate,thegate

openedandhewalkedoutdisappearinginhereyes....

Meanwhileinsidethehouse...

SbaniwalksinsidetheroomandfindsNellyburping

Nsika.Sheglancesathimforafewsecondsthan

hereyesgobacktotheirsononceagain.Hesighs

andwalkstositnexttoher,hewrapshisleftarm

aroundherwaist...



Sbani-babeareyouavoidingme?

Nelly-no(smilelookingatherson)

Sbani-thanwhydoIfeellikeyou're?Wehaven't

talkedsinceweleftthediscussionroom.

Nelly-(looksathim)wouldyoueverdotomewhat

youdidtoThandeka?

Movesfromthebedandbrusheshisface,hewasn't

expectinghertoaskhimaboutwhathedid,infact

hewashopingthatshewouldjustbrushofthe

wholehimhittingThandekasaga...

Sbani-(looksather)areyouafraidofme?

Nelly-(sighs)No...butIhavetoaskSbani,Imight

havenotseenherbruisesbutthepainwasvisiblein

herface,Iheardthewayshewasmoanand

groaning,Isawhowshewouldshuthereyesevery

timethepaingotservereforher.Igetwhyyoumight

havedonewhatyoudid,thoughlikeyourfathersaid



itnoexcusetolayahandinawomanbutjustthis

onceIchoosetoputasidemybeliefsandcondone

youractions.Butpartofmecan'thelpbutwonder

whatcanyoudoifIweretoangeryoutothatpoint,

wouldyoulayyourhandsonme.

Hewalksclosertoherandtakestheirsonaway

fromherarmsplacinghimonthebedandtakesher

handmakingherstandbeforehim...

Sbani-(looksintohereyes)IwouldNEVERlaya

handonyou,Ineedyoutobelievethat.Iloveyouso

muchthatseeingyouhurtwillhurtmemore....

(silent)...howeverIcannotguaranteethatduringmy

nightmaresIwouldn'tmanhandleyou.ButIam

workingongettingbetterdon'tlosehopeinme

whenIamalreadyhalfwaythere,youchangingme

forthebetter.

Nelly-(caresshisface)(whispered)okay...



Heleanedforwardandclaimedherlips,shetilted

herheadashismanlyhandscaressedherface,he

smiledthroughthekisstastingherstrawberrylip

gloss,thisalwaysexcitehim.Thekissstartedoff

slowandpassionatebutnowwithhishandsrunning

wildalloverherbody,thekisswasnowmessyand

needy.Hishandsgrabbedbothherbuttcheeks

makinghermoaninpleasure,itbeensolongsince

theybothbeenintimate,shecouldfeelhisharddick

rightbelowherstomach.Herheadtiltedevenmore

whenhestartedsuckingonthenapeofherneck,the

heatwasgettingtomuchforbothofthem.His

handstraveledallthewayunderherdress,caressing

hertighsallthewayuptoherpanties.Theywere

alreadysoakingwet.Herubbedonherpantiesfabric

causingfrictiononherclit....

Nelly-(moan)babe....

Sbani-(suckeddeeperonherneck)hmmm..

Hishandfinallygotunderherpanties,hestarted



rubbingherwetpussy,hisfingerkeptgentlyflicking

herbean,shewasmoaninginsomuchpleasure,his

otherhandwassqueezingonherbreast...

Nelly-(moaning)don'tsqueezethembabe...

Sbani-(kissesherlips)sorry...

Hetriedtalkingofherpantiesbutshestoppedhim,

makinghimgrithisteeth.Asgoodasthiswasbut

sheknewtheycouldn'tdoit,shestillhadstitches....

Nelly-(kisseshim)wecan'tbabe,Ijustgavebirth

remember...

Sbani-(sulks)(squeezesherbuttcheeks)comeon

babe,Iwillbegentle,Ipromise.

Nelly-wegoingtohavetowaituntilthedoctorclears

me.

Heheldherwaist,sulkinglookingatherwith



pleadingeyes...

Sbani-(bitesonherear)howaboutyouletmefeed

frombehind.

Nelly-howaboutIblowyouinstead?

Hesmiledandexcitedlydroppedhispantsmaking

Magebashootstraightout.Shelookedathimand

laughed...

Nelly-(laughs)Jesusbabe,notnexttothekidsgoby

thecornerIwillattendtoyouthere...

Heturnedandstartedwalkingtothecorner,hiswalk

wasfunnybecausehispantsandbriefswerestillby

hisankles,shewatchedhistonedfirmbuttfrom

behind...

Nelly-(biteherlips)Dudlu!!!!



Heturnedandshotheralook,makingherchuckle

andfollowhimexcitedly....

RemembertoLIKEandCOMMENTALWAYS
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Downbytheriver...

Hewalksdownapathleadinghimtowheretheriver

wateris,heisdisturbedbyhisphonevibratinginhis

pocket.HetakesitoutandlooksatthecallerID,it

Nomvelo...

Bless-(smiles)helloMs.

Mvelo-(smiles)heyyou,what'sup?

Bless-nothingmuch,towhatdoIowethepleasure

ofyoucallingme?



Mvelo-can'tIcallmybrother?

Bless-Idon'tknow,youhavebeenavoidingmelately.

Mvelo-..(silent)..yeahIhavebeengoingthrough

somestuff.

Bless-wannatalkaboutit?

Mvelo-uhmmnotreallyIwillbefine.Ukephi?(Where

areyou?)

Bless-(sighs)attheZulu'shomestead,thoughtI

shouldgetsomefreshair.

Mvelo-(chuckles)yeahright.Ohwellsayhitomy

sisterforme.

Bless-youshouldgiveheracall....(silent)..areyou

sureyou'reokay?

Mvelo-(takesadeepbreath)yeah,IguessIwillsee

youwhenyougetback.

Bless-okaybyedoc...

Mvelo-byshadyman...



Hechucklesandendsthecall,heliftshiseyesthey

landonagirlwearingawornoutyellowsummer

dress,slightlyonthechubbyside.Hewatchesas

shelaysablanketonthefloorandtakesoutabunch

ofbooks,shelaysflatonherback,herdresspulls

upabit,showingsomeofherflesh.Shestarts

readingoneofthebooksshehadwithher.Hethinks

aboutleavingandnotdisturbingherbutdamnthose

tighsaredoingsomeunexplainablethingstothebig

man..

Bless-(admireshertighs)(biteshislowerlip)(deep

voice)Azeamahleamathangaetshitshi

Thegirljumpsinfear,shesitsupandpullsherdress

down,usesthebooktocoversomepartsofher

tighs.Helooksatherandsmiles,thegirlisabeauty,

fatcheeks,dimplesbothsidesofhercheeks,thich

busheyebrows,thicklips,andlastbigbrowneyes.

Herhairisn'tthatgreatthough,shedefinitelyneeds

avisittothesalon....



Girl-(looksaroundinfear)celaungangilimazibhuti.

(Pleasedon'thurtme)

Hefrownslookingathowfrightensheis,okay

maybehewentaboutthingsthewrongway.Maybe

heshouldn'thavesneakeduponher.Hetriesto

squattowardsherbutshebacksawayandshutsher

eyes,sohedecidestojustbackawayafewinches

fromher.Herheartisbeatingsofastwithfear,her

mindisracingaroundthinkingaboutthestrange

manherewithher,shetriestothinkofhowdidhe

seeher,thisishersecretplace,nobodycomeshere,

thethickbushesandtreeshidesthisplacesowell

thatnobodydarestoevencomethisside.Shethinks

aboutallthepossibilitiesofwhothisstrangeman

couldbe,maybehe'sheretotakeheraway,sheread

somewhereinthepaperaboutcasesof"ukuthwala"

wheremenforcefullytakeyounggirlsandkeepthem

prisoneruntilLobolanegotiationsaredone.She

openshereyesandrealisethatthestrangemanhas

backedawayfromher...



Bless-(looksather)Iwon'thurtyou,pleasedon't

scream..

"Okaymuhlelobhuti,he'sdressedwelltoo,noonein

thevillagedresseslikehim,exceptforthechiefs

childrenandthefewhouseswheretheyhaveboys

whoschoolinthecity.Hedoesn'tlooklikeabad

manaswell"shethinkstoherself.Shetriestocalm

down.Whenhenoticesthatherbodyisrelaxingabit

hesighsinrelief...

Bless-ngiyaxolisangokuthusa,(I'msorryfor

frighteningyou)...uhmmuyasikhulumaisingisi?(Do

youspeakEnglish?)

Girl-(nods)yesbutsmall,small...

Hesmilesandholdshimselffromlaughingather

response,shehasabeautifulsoftvoice...



Bless-(smiles)okay,Iguesswecanworkwithsmall,

smallEnglish...

Girl-ngabeulahlekile,ngiyaqalaukukubona(areyou

lost?Itmyfirsttimeseeingyouhere)

Bless-(shakeshishead)Chaangilahlekile(noIam

notlost)IjustcamehereforfreshairthanIsawyou

here.

Girl-oh...Icomehereforpeace...

Bless-(clearsherthroat)canIsitnexttoyou?Cela

ukuhlalaeduzekwakho?

Girl-youdon'thavetorepeateverythingyousayin

EnglishinisiZulu,IcanspeakEnglishbutitthebig

wordsthatIdonotunderstand.

Hesmileslookingather,hesignalsifitokayhesits,

shemovesthebooksasidemakingspaceforhim.

Hewalksslowlyandsitsnexttoher.



Bless-(smileslookingather)mynameisBlessing

SbusisoNdaworabutyoucancallmeBless.

Hestickshishandoutforashake,shesticksher

handouttooandshakeshishand...

Girl-(smiles)IamNomusaThusi..

"Wegettingsomewhere"hesmilesthinkingto

himself...

InsideSizwe'scar...

Sane-(looksathim)doyouthinkyourmomwill

handletakingcareofbothbabies,ImeanAyandais

quiteahandfulthesedays.

Sizwe-(smiles)don'tworryyourselfbabe,my

motherwillbefine,besideitnotlikeshewillbe

takingcareofthemalone,shehashelp.



Sane-yeahyouright,IhopeNomadoesn'tbitemy

headoffforleavingAyandabehind.

Sizwe-(laughs)thatwhoyoushouldbeworried

about,thatkidcantalkfordays.She'stoogrownfor

herage.

Sane-(laughs)she'sasmartmouth...

....(silent)....

Helooksatherandnoticeshowunsettlesheis,he

kindofhasanideawhyshelookssonervous..

Sizwe-(holdsherhand)khulumanamisthandwa

sami

Sane-(takesadeepbreath)Iamjustthinkingabout

her,Istillfeelguiltyabouteverythingwedidtoher.

AndthetimeshecametoLungiey'splaceandfound

usthere,Istillrememberhowherfacewaslike,

JesusIdon'tknowwhyIfeellikethisbecauseI

shouldn'tespeciallysinceshe'smanagedtoworm



herwaytomyfamily.

Sizwe-(looksathershocked)babeNo,thatnota

nicethingtosay.

Sane-(looksathim)howelsecanyouexplainwhat

shedid?Doyouhonestlythinkshelovesmybrother

orshe'sjusttoyingwithhimtogetbackatus?

Sizwe-lookIknowNelly,she'snotthatkindof

person,shewouldn'tgothroughallthisjustfora

pointlessrevenge,okayletsaythisisherrevenge,

whatexactlywillshegainfromallthis?

Sane-(shrugs)Idon'tknowbutnothingmakes

sense.Wenaucabangani?

Sizwe-minaIthinkyoushouldstopworrying,Nellyis

notplottingagainstus,she'snotthatkindofwoman.

Shewouldn'twastehertimeonmeaninglessthings.

Sane-(frowns)whyareyoutakingherside?

Sizwe-babeIamnottakinganysides,butIdon'tget

whereallthisiscomingfrom?

Sane-mxm!!!Letjustdropthisconversation

becauseitclearlyyouchoosingheroverme.



Sizwe-(annoyed)(clickshistongue)yeahlet'sdropit

velebecauseyoujustbeingaspoiledbratrightnow.

Shefrustratedlylooksoutsidethewindow....

ATTHEZULUHOMESTEAD...

Nellyisseatedintheloungeareabusyonherphone,

hermotherandDonhavelockedthemselvesinside

theguestrondavelthatwasassignedtothem.One

ofthegirlsthathelparoundthehousecomesstands

wheresheis...

Girl-(clearsthroat)sorrysisi,kukhonamhlampe

odingangikwenzelekona?(Isthereanythingyou

wantmetodoforyou?)

Nelly-(smiles)uhmmcha,kodwaungangilethela

ijuice,ngiyacabangaukuthiuSbaniukutshengisilele

engiohuzayo?(Nobutyoucanbringmejuice,Ithink

SbanididshowyoutheoneIdrink?)



Girl-(smiles)yeboubhutiusitshengisile.Amakhekhe

wonaungawathanda?(Yeshedidshowus,would

youlovesomebiscuits?)

Nelly-(shakesherhead)chaNgiyabonga,ngicela

ijuicenjeqha.

Thenodsandwalksawaybutbeforeshecanreach

thekitchen,sheisstoppedbyThandeka...

Girl-(looksather)ngingakusiza?(CanIhelpyou)

Thandeka-you'rethemaidright?

Thegirljustlooksatherfrighten,shecouldn't

understandwhatshewassaying...

Thandeka-(clapsherhandsinherface)hello!!!!!Iam

talkingtoyou,uthuleleni?

Girl-(looksdown)angikuzwasisi?(Ican'thearyou)



Thandeka-(rollseyes)Jesus,iseveryoneinthisyard

illiterate.Lalelakecelaungenzelaamaqanda,

anochizinotwoslicewesinkwaesimhlophe.(Listen

herepleasemakemeeggs,withcheeseandtwo

slicewhitebread).

Girl-uhmmkodwaukudlakwasekusenilokho,

kuphekiwemanjeisitambu,ngingakuphakela.(But

thatbreakfastfood,sampisalreadyprepared,Ican

dishitoutforyou)

Thandeka-(foldsherarms)lalelalafarmjulia,

anginendabanalokhomina,mhlampeufunauSbani

azweukuthiuqabaukwenzelaumamawenkosana

yakheukudla?(ListenIdon'tcareaboutormaybe

youwantSbanitoknowthatyourefusingtomake

themotherofhishierfood?

Girl-(frighten)ngiyaxolisacelabandlaungasholutho,

ngizokwenzelanomayinioyifunayo.(Iamsorry,

pleasedon'tsayanythingIwilldowhateveritisthat

youwant).

Thandekasmirksandsignalsthegirltomovealong.



ShewalkstotheLoungeandfindsNellyseatedwith

herlegscrossedbusyonherAppleiPad.Shetook

thetimetoproperlylookather,shewasbeautifulno

doubtaboutthat,herbeautywasjustoutofthis

worldandherflawlessskin,perfectpinkpoutlips.

She'sdefinitelyaheadturner.Shehadnomakeup

butshestilllookedgood,eventhoughshehaddoek

onherhead,itdidn'tlookoutofplace,insteaditjust

accessorizeherbeautyevenmore.Shewalkedand

satonthecouchwhichwasoppositetoher.Nelly

liftedherheadupandtheymadeeyecontactfora

fewsecondsuntilshedecidedtofocusbackonher

iPad...

Thandeka-(clearsthroat)hi...

Nelly-hi...

Sherespondstoherwithoutevenlookingather,

Thandekacannotreallyreadherfacialexpressionas

shewasn'texactlygivinganythingaway...



Thandeka-uhmmwehaven'tbeenformally

introduced,Iam...

Nelly-(sighs)Iknowwhoyou're

Nellysaysthatlookingatherdirectlyintohereyes,

thatwhenThandekanoticesthehugelovebiteon

herneck,sheswallowsfeelingalittlejealous.Nelly's

eyesstillhavemovedonebitfromher....

Thandeka-uhmmokay..

Hereyesshiftbacktothehugelovebite,she

swallowsahugelumpagain...

Nelly-(looksather)problem?

Thandeka-(fakesmiles)No...

....(silent)....



Nelly-(looksather)whydidyoudoit?

Thandeka-sorry?

Nelly-(raisesherbrow)youknowexactlywhatIam

talkingabout?Whydidyoudoit?

Thandeka-(sighs)IlovehimthatwhyIdidit,Inever

stoppedlovinghim.

Nelly-(shakesherhead)Idon'tbelievethatfora

second.Youhadhimbutyouchosetodestroywhat

youbothhad.Sowhyexactlydidyoudoit?

Thandeka-youwouldn'tunderstand,Icanseeyou

lookingatmewiththosejudgmentaleyes.

Nelly-Iamnotjudgingyou,Ijustdon'tgetwhatkind

ofwomanyou're.Youhadhimbutyouchosetobed

hisolderbrother,fallpregnantforhim,abortthe

baby,andrunawaywithoutexplainingthingstohim.

Youcomebackhe'smovedonthanyoustealhis

spermsoyoucanhavehisbaby,thesameguyyou

hadnoproblemexitinghislifewithoutany

explanation.Thatdoesn'tsoundlikesomeonewho



isinlove.Thereissomethingelsethatyouwant,

somethingpushedyoutodothis?Thequestionis

what?

Thandeka-believewhatyouwantbutlikeIsaidIlove

him.Whyareyouquestioningmyactions?Who's

questioningyours?Whydidyousleepwithamarried

man?Isitbecauseyouwantedtoclimbtheladder

quicklyatwork?

Nellylooksatherandlaughs...

Nelly-Adickdidn'tgivemestatusorthesixfigure

balanceonmybankaccount,itonlygavemegreat

fuckhencethetwobeautifulchildrenandthebig

purplelovebitethatyoucan'tgetyoureyesoff.Your

spermdonordidn'thelpmeclimbtheladder,my

qualificationpaperdeterminedwhereintheladderI

shouldbe,dearIdon'tdreampromotions,Idream

stakeholders,youshouldgetonethingstraightI

don'thaveajobIhaveacareer.Itpeoplewithjobs

thatdreampromotions,peoplelikeyou.



Nellystoodupleavingherwithherjawsdropped...

Thandeka-Bitch!!!

Nellyturnedandsmirkedlookingather...

Nelly-(smiled)you'reright,Iamthebitchthatgoing

toraiseyourson,thebitchthatwillbecomeyour

son'ssuperwomanbecauseshedrivesacoolbig

meancar,thebitchthatwillhaveahugeasshouse

witharoomthathaseverythingthatalittleboycan

everdreamof,Iwillhaveyoursoncallthisbitch

(pointsatherself)mommy,whileyouwillbethe

miserablebitchthatworksasatelleratthebank

andlistenstopeoplecomplaineachandeveryday.

Mightaswelladoptacat,itoneofthemusthave's

onthelonelymiserablebitchstarterpack...

"Ireallydislikethiswoman"shewalkedoffthinking



thattoherself.ThegirlwalkedinsidetheLounge

andplacedherfoodonthetable,becauseshewas

boilingwithangershefuriouslykickedthefoodoff

thetablemakingthegirljumpwithfear,and

stompedoffthehouse...

Downbytheriver...

Theyhavebeenbothtellingeachotherabout

themselves,butNomusahadbeentheonewhowas

talkingthemost,Blessontheotherhand,hiseyes

havebeengluedtothewayherlipsmovewhenshe

talked,heimaginedthosethicklipssuckingonhis

dick,hefantasizedaboutherthickyellowbonetighs,

itsafetosayhewasonanotherworldofhisown.In

thatworldhehadhisdarkchocolateskinpounding

hardonherultraMelyellowskin....

Bless-whatifItoldyouIcangetyoutovarsity?

Nomusa-(looksathim)ngizothinikubazalibami?



(WhatwillIsaytomyparents)

Bless-uzobatshelaukuthingihlobenenabakwaZulu,

kodwaungazihluphingalokhowenakuyekelekonke

kumina.(YouwilltellthemIamrelatedtotheZulu's

butdon'tworryyourselfaboutthat,leaveeverything

tome)

Shelookedathimwithaveryexcitedface,hehad

lookedveryimpressedwhenshetoldhimthestory

behindhercomingtothebusheswithbookstoread.

Shenarratedtohimhowherparentscouldn'tsend

hertouniversityaftermatricbecausetheyhadno

funds,theneighborwhoworksatthemunicipality

hadgivenherformstoapplyforfundingbutwhen

herchildfailedshebecamebitteranddidnothand

inherforms.Shetoldhimthattheoldmanthat

ownsabigminisupermarkethadgivenherbooks

aboutdifferentuniversitiesinAfrica,everydayhe

giveshernewspaper.Andjustforentertainmenthe

wouldalsogivehermagazine's.Whenheaskedher

whotaughtherhowtoread?Shehastoldhim,her

Englishteacheratschooldid,andtheoldmanfrom



theminisupermarketgaveherfreelessonsevery

Sunday.Shewasscaredtotellhimthatshehadno

ideaexactlywhatshewantedtobe,theywerenot

exposedtomuchatheroldschoolalltheyweretold

wastobecomeadoctor,lawyer,teacherornurse,

evensotheyweretoldadoctorandlawyerwasa

mancareerssotheonlyoptionwasnurseorteacher

butnoneofthesecareersinterestedher....

Bless-iftheyagree,Iwillbookyoutoeverycareer

expoavailable.

Nomusa-yinileyo?(What'sthat?)

Bless-indawolaufundiswakhonangezihlobo

zezifundoongazenzaenyuvesi(itplacewereyou're

educatedaboutdifferentcoursesinuniversity)..

Nomusa-(excited)ngathingiyabonasengise

Thekwini(blushes).

Helookedatheramazed,hisdickwasn'tgivinghim

anyrest,itwashardasfuck.Heshiftedclosertoher



withoutbreakingtheeyecontact...

Bless-yafunangikutsheleukuthilithiniigamalakho

ngesingisi?(doyouwanttoknowwhatyourname

meansinEnglish?)

Shesmiledfeelingveryshyandnodded,hisZuluhad

averysexyaccent,shewasscaredtoaskhimwhich

tribeexactlyishe?...

Bless-(boldvoice)Generous,thatwhatyourname

means,angithiuNomusauqondeukuthiumuntu

onothandofuthiophanayo(Nomusameansa

personwhoislovingandgiving?)

Nomusa-(whispered)Generous..

ShesaiditsosoftaccompaniedbythatdeepZulu

thwangthatpeoplewhodon'tusuallyspeakEnglish

havewhentheytryandspeakit,itusuallyisaturn

offbutthistime,hisdickhardenevenmore,making



himusehislefthandtoholditdown.Shewatched

wherehislefthandwas,butquicklydivertedher

eyesback...

Bless-manjewenangabeuyaphanayini?(Soareyou

agivingperson?)

Nomusa-(looksdown)ummIthinkso..

Bless-(smiled)(bitinghislowerlip)manjeshukuthi

namiuzongipha?

Nomusa-(heatingbeating)ufunangikupheni?(What

doyouwantmetogiveyou)

Bless-(bithislip)ngifunaungipheintoongakaze

uyiphemuntu.(Iwantyoutogivemesomethingyou

havenevergiventoanyone)

Beforeshecouldrespond,hebrushedhertighs

lookingrightintohereyes,herheartstartedbeating

sofast,shehasneverhadamantouchherbefore.

Hecarefullylaidherontheblanket...



Nomusa-(shaking)uhmmIcan'tI

Bless-(babykissesher)justrelax,awungiphebo!!!

Hegentlykissedherlips,whilehishandsexplored

eachandeverypartofherbody,shecouldfeelher

bodystarttofeelveryhotfromhistouch,heslowly

pulledherdressup,shetriedtostophimbutheheld

herhandsbackandproceededtogentlypullouther

pantieswhichwerealreadywet...

Nomusa-(heartbeating)angekengikwazikulala

nawe...

Bless-shhhsshh,angekengikwenzelutho,

ngithembe..

Hefinallyhadherpantiesout,hestartedtokissher

neckwhiletouchingherfullsizebreastandpitching

hernippleshereandthere.Hegentlyrubbedonher

clitmakingsurenottoflickherclitharshly.He

begantopullouthispants,shestartedtopanick...



Bless-(babykissedher)ngithembe...

Heheldonhismanhoodandstartedtorubaround

herclit,itfeltsogoodbutbecauseofhowscared

shewas,herfocuswasonmakingsurehedoesn't

penetrateher.Heshiftedbackabitandopenedher

tighs,heplacedhisdickinbetweenhertighsand

madeherclosedthem,hestartedtogentlymovein

andout,hereyeswidenatthewidthofwhatwasin

betweenhertighs,shefeltlikeshewasholdingthe

sizeofaDoomcaninbetweenher.Theintensityand

theheatthefrictionofherthicktighsweredoingto

him,buildedthedesperationinhimtogoevenfaster.

Bless-(groans)shit....fuckbabe...

Afterafewminutesofhimmovinghiswaistgoingin

andoutbetweenhertighs,hisjuicescameflyingout,

shefeltthethickmoistbetweenhertighs,hepulled



hisdickoutandhereyeswidenevenmore,itwas

big,darkandhadvienspoppingout,itlookedreally

angry,andunfriendlylikeoneofthoseshehasseen

fromoneofherfriendsphone,sheneverthought

suchthingswererealbutlookingattheangry,mean

Doomsizemonsterinfrontofher,sheswallowed....
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Hetakeshisshirtandgiveshersoshecanwipethe

moistbetweenhertighs.Hecouldseehowfreaked

outsheis...

Bless-(holdsherchin)lookatme...angizange

ngilifake..

Shelooksdownandcontinuestowipeherself,the

imagesofhisangrylookingdickkeptflashinginher

mind...



Bless-(sternvoice)NOMUSA!!!

Shejumpedlookingathim,heroughlygrabbedhis

shirtandthrewitonthefloor,heheldherhands...

Bless-(looksather)kwenzenjan?You'reshaking..

Nomusa-(panicking)hawemahngizomitha,ubonile

ukuthihowmuchyourspermswere,

ngziwowenzanjanimekukhonaangenile.

Bless-(shakeshishead)Nomusangisomilekuphela,

noonegetspregnantfromukusoma.

Nomusa-theycan,ugogobenomah,bangitshela

zonkeizinsukulokho.

Bless-basukebekusabisa...(sighs)okaywouldyou

feelbetterifuphuzaamaphilisiazokusizaukuthi

ungamithi?

Nomusa-(shakesherhead,panickingevenmore)

hhah!!!Ufunangikhipheisisu,isikolamialingivumeli



ukubangenzeleyonto(youwantmetohavean

abortion,myculturedoesn'tallowmetodothat).

Bless-(brusheshisface)listen,theynotabortion

pills,yazinipackyourthingsandlet'sgo.

Nomusa-siyaphi?Sekuhlwilemanje,melengibuyele

ekhaya(Wherearewegoing?Itlatenow,Ihaveto

gobackhome)

Bless-(heldouthishandforher)asambe..

Shepackedupeverythingandplacedherhandon

his,hesqueezeditandusedhisotherhandtomake

acall...

Nelly-hello..

Bless-wereyousleeping?

Nelly-no,IwasjustcatchinguponabookIam

currentlyreading,what'sup?

Bless-Ineedyourhelp,meetmeinsidetheguest

rondavelthatIamoccupyingin10minutes..

Nelly-uhmmokay...



Withthathehangedup...

Bless-let'shurry,mysisteriswaitingforus..

Nomusa-(panicked)yoursister?Kodwa..

Bless-(brusheshisfacefrustratedly)babecela

ungithembe,uyekeukuphikisananami(Pleasetrust

meandstopquestioningme).

Shekeptquietastheywalkedhandinhand,she

couldn'thelpbutthinkabouthimcallingher"babe"

hehassaidittwotimesnow,doesthismeanssheis

hisgirlfriendnow?Shecouldfeelherstomach

turningtoknotsatthethoughtofthat,hewasasexy

manandshewasjustaplainuneducatedvillagegirl,

whatcouldshepossiblyofferhim...

15minuteslater....



TheywalkinsidetheZuluyard,shestartspanicking

afraidthatsomeonemightrecogniseherandher

wholefamilywillknowthatshewasseenhandin

handwithaman.Shequicklyletgoofhishand...

Bless-yinimanje?(Whatnow?)

Nomusa-(shaking,looksaround)angekengikwazi

ukubonakalanawe,bazotshelaumndeniwamiukuthi

ngihambangibambaamadodaizandla(Ican'tbe

seenwithyou,theywilltellmyfamilythatIwasseen

holdinghandswithaman).

Bless-manjeufunasenzenjani?(Nowwhatdoyou

wantustodo?)

Nomusa-(shrugs)angazi(Idon'tknow)...

Hesighs,theboywhoguardsthegatecouldhear

theirconversation,hewalkedtowardsthem..

Boy-ngingamungenisaminarazor,angekebasho

luthomebesibonasihambendawonye,ngangilusa



izinkomozababawakhengijwayelenenomndeni

wakhe(Icanwalkherinside,theywon'tsay

anythingwhentheyseeustogether,Iusedtoherd

herfather'scow,herfamilyknowsme).

Bless-(looksather)kulungilelokho?

Nomusa-(nods)yes...

Bless-(looksattheboy)muyiselangilalakhona

(takehertowhereIsleep)

Theboynods,hetakestheblanketandbooksfrom

herandtheystartwalkingtowardstherondavel...

Woman1-akuyonainganeyakwaThusileya?(Isn't

thatthegirlfromtheThusifamily?)

Woman2-(shakesherhead)angicabangiukuthi

iyona,phelaleyanganeiyahloniphafuthiayihambi

ebsuku(Idon'tthinkither,thatgirlisrespectfuland

shedoesn'twonderatnight)



Theboyopenstherondavel,Nomusawalksinand

findsNellyseatedonachairnexttothebed,she

standwhensheseesNomusaandtheboy...

Boy-(looksdown)ngiyaxolisamah,ubhutiuthe

angimulethelana.

Nelly-uhmmkulungile,(looksatNomusa)...

BeforeshecouldaskaboutherBlesswalksinside

andsignalstheboytoleave,hehandshimthepack

ofcigarettes,aftertheboyleaves,helooksthedoor

andtellsNomusatositonthebedbutsheshakes

herhead...

Nomusa-akumelengihlaleembhedeniwendoda

engasiyoumnyeniwami(Iamnotallowedtositon

thebedofamanwhoisnotmyhusband).

Nelly'seyeswidenasshelooksatBlesswholooks

reallystressedout...



Bless-(brusheshisfacefrustratedly)Nomusacan

yousit,thisisn'tevenmyfuckingbed...

Shelooksdownfeelingshyandscaredalittle.Nelly

glancesatherandthansignalsBlesstogooutside...

Nelly-(looksather)sisicelauhlaleeshlalweni,

ngiyabuyamanje(Pleasesitonthechair,Iwillbe

backnow).

NellywalksoutsidefollowingBless....

10minuteslater...

Nellywalksbackinside,sheclosesthedoorand

walkstothebed,Nomusawasstaringatherthis

wholetime,shewasamazedbyhowbeautifulshe

was...



Nelly-(smiles)letmeguessucabangaukuthiI'mthe

mostbeautifulpersonyouhaveeverseen.

Nomusa-(smilesandlooksdown)ngiyaxolisa,

ukuthiumuhlenjeangazingingachazakanjani(Iam

sorry,itjustthatyoubeautifulandIcan'teven

explainit).

Nelly-(smiles)Ngiyabonga,naweumuhle,but

rightnowIwantustotalkaboutyouandwhatthat

idiotdid...(looksather)youunderstandEnglishright?

Nomusa-(rollshereyes)yourbrotheraskedmethe

samething,whydoyouthinkpeopleinthevillage

don'tknowEnglish?

Nelly-(laughs)wellyouknowwhatnevermind...

Shewasamazedbyher,herEnglishdidn'thavethat

privateschoolthwangbutshesuredidspeakit.She

thangoestotellherthatBlesshadtoldherwhat

happened...



Nomusa-(looksdown)Ihopeyoudon'tseemeasa

girlothandaizinto?

Nelly-(sighs)Idon'tbutwhatmy"brother"didtoyou

isunnacceptable,angithiuyaziukuthiuma

ungayithandangalentoayenzekuwe,kumeleuye

kobikaekhaya,nomaumubophiseemaphoyiseni

(youdoknowthatifyoudidn'tlikewhathedidyou

cangotellyourfamilyorreporthimtothepolice)

Nomusa-(playswithhishand)Idon'twanttogoto

thepolice..

Nelly-isitbecausehepromisedtopayforyourfees?

Hedidtellmeeverything..

Nomusa-(looksdown)yes....kodwaakenzanga

luthonje,angifuniaboshwe(Buthedidn'tdo

anything,Idon'twanthimarrested)

Nelly-manjeuzothiniumaumitha?(Whatwillyoudo

ifyoufallpregnant?)

Hereyeswiden,sheseemedtohaveforgottenabout

that,allthatwasringinginherheadwashimbeing



arrested,shefeltherstomachturn,shedidn'tlike

thatonebit.Nowtheissueofherbeingpregnant,

shestartedtopanick,Nellynoticedthepanickinher

face...

Nelly-(holdsherhand)relax!!!Jesus...Youwon'tget

pregnant.Ihaveneverhadacaseofsomeone

gettingpregnantfromukusoma.Ain'tvirgins

supposedtobesealed?Soifthatthecasethanhow

willthespermgetinside,angithiakunambobo

evuliwe?

Nomusa-(shrugs)angazibutmymotherandgogo

tellmeeverytimethatukusomacangetyou

pregnant.

Nelly-thatiswhytillthisdayIamnotsatisfiedwith

theexplanationthatsomeonecanlookatyour

virginaanddeterminewhetheryou'revirginornot.

Tomeallthisisjustthesame,itallaboutthe

stretchingofyourvirginaskin,ifyou'revirginitwill

hurtforthefirsttimebecauseyouhaveneverhada

penistryingtopenetrateyoubeforebutifyour



musclesarewellaccustomedtostretchingitwill

hurtslessorwon'thurtatall.Thisthingofsealed

andnotsealeddoesn'tworkwithme.ListenIcan

giveyouapilltodrinkjustsoyoufeelateaseandit

notanabortionpillitjustpreventspregnancy.You

seemlikeasmartgirl,Iamsureyoudidlifescience

atschool,youshouldbeabletodifferentiate

betweenalltypesofcontraceptives.

Nomusajustlooksatherfeelingoverwhelmed,she

managedtounderstandfewthingsthatshesaidbut

therestshejustwentblankafterallshe

understandssmall,smallEnglish...

Nomusa-uhmmIthinkIwillbefine.Celaukuhamba

manje(CanIgonow?)

Nelly-(nods)wewilldriveyouhome,Ineedtospeak

withyourparents.ListenNomusaIknowyousaid

youdon'twanttoreportmy"brother"butIwantyou

toknowthathehadnorightdoingwhathedidto

youifyoudidn'tcondoneit.Nomeansno.Icansee



youlikehimbutheneedstoknowthathecannotdo

ashepleaseswithyou.Don'tloseyourpowerand

voicejustbecauseyou'redistractedbythedeep

voice,sexymusclesandhismanlyauthority.Iknow

aswomenwe'reattractedtomenlikethatbutknow

wheretodrawline.

Nomusajustnods,Nellytalkstoofastforher,she

findsherselfnothearinganythingthatshesays,

althoughsheunderstandsEnglishbut

comprehendingitisstilldifficultforher.

30minuteslater.....

Sbani-(burpsNkanyezi)soyouwentandtalkedto

thegirlsparents?

Nelly-morelikeliebabe,Itoldthemshewasbaby

sittingforme..

Sbani-(laughs)sohowdoeshergoingtouniversity

fitin?



Nelly-(satnexttohim)Itoldherparentsthatafter

gettingtoknowherItalkedmy"brother"whogives

outscholarshipstohelpherout.

Sbani-(looksathergrinning)butbabeIhavetohand

itouttoyou,thatwasagreatcoverup.

Nelly-(looksatNkanyezi)Ithinkthisonelikesme

more(laughs)anywaysIstillstandbyBlesswas

wrong,hetookadvantageofherbeingnaive.

Sbani-(laughs)Nkanyeziisadaddy'sgirlatheart...

(Looksather)babethegirlis21yearsold,she'sold

enoughtoknowwhatexactlywashappening,and

what'sthebigdeal?Didn'tyousaythegirlseemsto

likeBless.

Nelly-(sighs)youjustdon'tgetit...

Sbani-(sideseyeher)wenotgoingtoargueabout

this,let'sdropit.IamsexuallyfrustratedalreadyI

don'tneedotherpeople'sproblems.

Nelly-(rollseyes)whereisyourson?

Sbani-whichone?

Nelly-(laughs)Nsika,Iamnottalkingabout"borna



crime".

Sbani-(laughs)don'tcallhimthat,Iexpectyour

mothertosaysomethinglikethatnotyoubabe.

Theybothstartlaughingbutareinterruptedby

MaSiwelawalkinginsidewithNsikaonherarms,

theybothlookather...

Nelly-youlooklikeyoujustseensomeoneyoudon't

like.

MaSiwela-(huffs)thatbecauseIhave..

Sbani-(sighs)whoistheunluckyperson?

MaSiwela-TheVirginiaandhistellytabbywife.

Theybothlookatherconfusedastowhatorwho

exactlysheistalkingabout...

MaSiwela-(rollseyes)Sizweandyoursister.



Nelly-(laughs)kodwamama!!!

Sbani-whyareyoucallingSane"tellytabby"?

MaSiwela-becausetheVirginialeftmydaughterfor

apacifiersuckingwife.

Nellyburstoutlaughing,whileSbanilookattheboth

ofthemshakinghishead...

Meanwhile......

Siphowastakingashowerwhenhisphonestarted

tovibrateonthesideofthebed.Zandileplacedhis

fooddownandpickeduphisphone...

Zah-hello..

.......

Zah-Hello!!!!!

.....



Thepersonontheothersidecutthecall,shewas

abouttoplacethephonedownwhenitflashedand

indicatedatextmessage.Shereadthepopup

whatsapptextfromtheunknownnumber...

"Arewestillmeetingtonight"

Sheclickedhertongueandwalkedtoherhandbag

takingoutabottleofsleepingpills.Shecrashed

themandpoursomeonhisfoodandinsidehisdrink.

FewminuteslaterSiphocomesouttheshowerwith

atowelwrappedaroundhim...

Sipho-mkamihaveyouironedforme?YouknowI

havethatimportantclientgettogetherthatIhaveto

attendtomorrowbutIhavetoleavetonight.

Zah-(fakesmiles)Iknow...Buthavesomefoodfirst

pleasebabakhe.

Sipho-ummIhavetorush,italreadylatemaka



wethu..

Zah-(puppyface)Hawu!!!Ngiyakucelababakhe.

Sipho-(smiles)Okay,onlybecauseyouaskednicely..

Shefakesmileslookingathimasheplacesthetray

onhislapandstartseating...

Sipho-hmmmtastesgreatmkami...
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ZandilewakesupandlooksatSiphowhoisfast

asleepnexttoher,shetakesherphoneanddialsher

mother...



Ringing...

MaNcwane-(sleepyvoice)Hello

Zah-SawubonaMama.

MaNcwane-Zandile?IsthatyouMtanami?

Zah-(nods)yesMa,ngikuvusileyini?(DidIwakeyou

up?)

Hermothersitsupfromthebed...

MaNcwane-(rubshereyesandyawns)youknowI

amalwaysavailableforyou,besidesitwastimefor

metogomakeporridgeforyourdad.Yini

kwenzenjani?(Whathappened?)

Zah-(teary)itSiphomama,he's....he'scheatingon

me..



HermothergoessilentandlooksatZandile'sfather

sleepingnexttoher....

Zah-(sniffs)mamadidyouhearwhatIsaid?

MaNcwane-(sighs)iheardyou,letmemovefrom

thebed,Idon'twanttowakeyourfatherup.

Shemovesfromthebedandtakeshergown

wearingIt,whenshelooksdecentenough,shewalks

outthebedroomgoingtothekitchen...

MaNcwane-Zandile,unesiqinisekosalentooyishoyo?

(areyousureaboutwhatyousaying?)

Zah-(nods)(sniffs)yesmama,Iamsure....

...(silent)...

MaNcwane-(annoyed)Phoutefelani?(Thanwhyare



yousobbing?)

Zah-(sniffs)excuseMe?

MaNcwane-ukhalelaukuthikubenjani?Kuzokusiza

nganiukukhala?(Youcryingforwhat?Whatwill

cryinghelpupiwith?)DidIraiseaweaklingordidI

raiseastrongwomanwhotakescareofbusiness?

Zah-(wipeshertears)whatshouldIdo,Iamhurt

mama,Iamangry.

MaNcwane-notgood,being"angry"isnotwhatyou

wantrightnow,Ineedyouascalmasyoucanbe,

lalelawhat'simportantrightnowisnottoshowthat

manthatyoususpectanything,youneedtobethe

happyandlovingwifethatheknowsyoutobe.

Shemovesfromthebedandwalkstothewindow...

Zah-(sniffs)okay,whatshouldIdomama?Ineed

you.

MaNcwane-(boldvoice)youwillteachhimalesson,

onethathewon'tforget.Whenyoudonewithhim,



hewilllearnnevertomesswithyou.

Zah-(whispered)Iboughtapistol..

...(silent)...

MaNcwane-(looksbehindher)lalelawewilldiscuss

thedetails,IwillbeinDurbaninthenextthreedays.

Zah-(nods)okayMa.

MaNcwane-don'tworrybabywearegoingtosave

yourmarriage.Butfirstweneedtoteachthat

husbandofyoursmanners,(clickshertongue)

Ngizomushwabanisaamasende..

ZandileturnsandlooksatSipho,hereallylooksout

ofit...

Zah-Ineedtogomama.

MaNcwane-(smiles)okay,greetyourin-lawsforme.



Theybothhangup.....

30minuteslater.....

Nellywalksdownthestairscarryingemptybaby

bottlesthatneedstobewashed,shestandsbythe

sinkassheputsthebottlesinsidethebucketsoshe

cansterelizethem.Sanewalksinsidethekitchen

andstopsonhertrackswhenhereyeslandonNelly,

whohasherbackonher.Feelingthepresenceof

someonebehindher,sheturnsandtheybothstare

ateachother....

Sane-(clearsherthroat)hi.

Nellystaresatherfor1minutewithoutsaying

anything...



Nelly-hi..

Shefakessmilesandlooksatthebabysterilizing

bucketbehindher...

Sane-(fakesmiles)cleaningtheirbottlescanbeso

boring..

Nelly-Yeah,butwehaveiteasynow,justdipthe

bottlesinsidethesterilizedwaterandyougoodto

go.

....(silent)....

Nelly-(looksather)Ihavetogo...

BeforeshecanmovepastherSanestopsherby

touchingherarm...



Sane-(sighs)uhmmlookIjustwanttosay..

Nelly-(looksatherandshakesherhead)Don't!!!!

Youknowyou'renotsorry,Idon'tthinkitevenguilt

thatyoufeeling..

Sane-butIamsorry,Ifeel..

Nelly-willyouapologiseeverytimeyouseeme?Ifit

guiltthatyoufeelingthanyoutellingmeeverytime

youseemeguiltwillconsumeyou?

Sane-(stummers)uhmm...

Nelly-letmemakeiteasyforyou,juststaytrueto

yourfeelingsiteasierthatway,thanpretendingto

feelsorryforsomethingthatyou'renot.

Shechokedlookingather,allshewantedwasjustto

cleartheairbetweenthem,thisreactionshewasn't

expectingfromher....

Sane-oh....(Looksather)thanyouwon'tmindme

askingwhatisitexactlythatyouwantfrommy

family?



Nelly-(raisesherbrow)Excuseme?

Sane-(foldsherarms)comeone,youtalkabout

stayingtruetoourfeelings,whydon'tyoubehonest

withmeandtellmethetruth,youdatingmybrother

becauseyouwanttogetbackatmeright?

Nellylooksatherandlaughsshakingherheadin

disbelief...

Nelly-youneedtogetalifeandIamnotexplaining

myselftoyou.

ShesteppedfowardmakingherwayoutbutSane

grabbedherbytheshirtshewaswearing,Nelly

forcefullypushedher...

(SLAP)!!!!

(SLAP)!!!!



Saneheldherbothcheekslookingatherwithboth

hereyeswideopened...

Nelly-(irritated)(shouting)youshouldhavekeptto

fakesmiling,butyoujusthadtopushit.Whatisit

thatyouwant?Youtookeverythingfromme,yougot

myfiance,yougotmarriedonmyweddingday,you

practicallylivingmylifebutthatnotenoughisit?

HaveIeverconfrontedyouaboutyouractions?NO,

thatbecauseIknewyouwerenotatfaultbutSizwe

was,butyoucomeherewithyourfakesmileand

pretendtofeelguiltyandsorryforwhatyoudidbut

youknowyou'renot,nowyouquestioningmy

characterandmotivejusttoeaseyourconscious.

LalelalagirlythisisnotsomefuckingFrozen

princessshow,fundaukubaisifebaesinelisekayo

(learntobeasatisfiedbitch)...

Hershoutinghadeveryoneinsidethehousecome

downthestairstowitness,what'sgoingon?....



MrsZulu-(looksatbothofthem)kwenzakalani?

(What'sgoingon?)

Sane-(holdinghercheek)shehitme...

MrsZululooksatherdaughter'scheeksandthen

shelooksatNelly...

MrsZulu-(shouting)WHATDIDYOUDO?LOOKAT

HERCHEEKS?

Nelly-(breathingheavily)(teary)(shakesherhead)I

didn'texpectanythinglesscomingfromyou.Ihate

howyouexpectmetobethisrobotwhileyoupeople

actallholyandshit,yousayonethingandact

differentlysuchdoublestandards.Yourdaughterdid

medirtyMrsZulu,Iamnotsayingsheshouldbe

heldaccountablebutthispretendingasifshe'salso

avictimissickening,sheknew,youknewtoo.Iam

callednamesandyoutalkbehindmybackabout

howIdestroyedNtombi'smarriagetheverysame

NtombiwhichyouMrsZuluarenotsoloyaltoo

aswell,oneminuteyouhaveherbackthenextyou



feelindifferentabouther,yetIamexpectedtonot

voiceyourspoiledbratsbehaviour,wellguesswhat,

shedestroyedmylifetoo,sherippedeverythingI

everbelievedinbutyoudon'tseemeinsultingher,

talkingbehindherback.Nowshehasthegutsto

standbeforemeandquestionmycharacter?MY

CHARACTER?!!!!!Shemadethissteelbitchbefore

hernowshewantstoquestionitcharacter,bloody

trustfundidiot.IwillalwaysrespectNtombimore

thanyoutwo,atleastwithherIknowwhatIam

getting,andyouwantmetocallyou"Ma"forwhat?

Whenyoucan'tevenforoneminuterelatetowhatI

amfeeling...

Itgoessilentforafewminutes,ShakaandSbani

bothwalktowardsNellybutsheshakesherhead...

Nelly-(hiccups)Don't!!!!

Shecouldfeelherheartbeatingveryfast,sheputs

herrighthandonherpainfulchest,SbaniandShaka



bothlookatherworryingly...

Nelly-(sniffs)(stillholdingherchest)(looksatSbani)

Ineedspace..

Sherunsoutthehouse,goingtotheback,Sizwe

seesherandrunsafterher.Whenhefindsher

kneelingontheground,cryinghereyesoutand

strugglingtobreath,hehurriestoherandsquatsto

her...

Sizwe-(panicking)Nelly!!!Nelly!!!

Shefrustratedlyremoveshishandsfromhimstill

crying,togetherwithhershortbreaths....

Nelly-(sobbing)leave!!!!leave.....Fuck...of....

Sizwe-(holdsherfirmly)Iamnotgoinganywhere...



Flashesofthatnightcamefloodingin...

×××××××××××××××××××××××××××××××××××××

"Sizwe:(kissingherneck)babe(breathes)sthandwa

sami(breathes)(onherneckagain)Ifuckinglove

youMageba"

"Nelly-(louder)WHOISSHESIZWE?

Sizwe-(sighs)Mywife"

"Nelly-(tearsrunningdown)(runnynose)whenis

yourwhitewedding?

Sizwe-in3weeks

Nelly-(swallowed)the...thesamedateas"our"my

wedding?

Sizwe-(lookingdown)yes



Nelly-(voicebreaking)you...you...you....(takesa

deepbreathe)Iwasnevergoingtomarryyou?My

weddingwasjustinmymind?

Sizwe-yes(stilllookingdown)"

"Nelly-(lookingathim)(holdinghishand)(crying)

babe,lookatme,itme(voicebreaking)you....

yo....you(hicupped)notthinkingstraight,

we...we...(hiccupped)wecanstillgetmarried,let

elopebabe,wecanmakeababytoo,please,

please....(cryingharder)"

××××××××××××××××××××××××××××××××××××××

Sheremembershowshekneeledandalmostkissed

hisfeet,sheremembershowshebeggedhimnotto

go,sherememberstheexpressionhehadonhis

face.Shecouldfeelherbodystartingtoshake...

Sizwe-(holdsherfaceslookingather)Babelookat



me,followmyvoice,don'tdothistomebhabha..

Shesobbedinhisarms,feelingherheartbreakingall

overagain.Sbanirushedoutsideandwhenhiseyes

landedonSizwe,hewatchedashishandstracedher

cheeksasshecrieduncontrollably,thewaythey

werebothstaringateachother,didn'tsitwellwith

him,hecouldfeelhisbodygostiff,heclenchedhis

teethmakinghiswaytothembutNganonoheldhis

armstoppinghim...

Nganono-letthembe,theyneedit,(looksathim)

sheneedsit...

Heclenchedhisteethandhishandsformedfists,he

lookedatthemonemoretime,theystillhaven't

brokentheeyecontact,andhishandswerestill

caressinghercheeks...

Sizwe-Iamsorrybabe,(caresseshercheekswiping



thetears)Iamsorry...

Nganono-(looksatSbani)asambesikhipheizithebe,

inyamaisilungile(letgodishout,themeatisready)

Sbaniglancedattheirdirectiononemoretimeand

angrilyfollowedNganono.Thandekasmirked

lookingateverythingbythecornerofThulani's

house...

Thandeka-(smirked)thisisinteresting....

Meanwhile....

Insidethehouse...

MrZulu-(annoyed)can'tthisfamilyjusthaveaday

withoutdrama.



Shaka-(looksatSane)whatdidyousaytoher?

Sane-(sniffs)Ididn'tsayanything,Iwasjusttrying

toapologizeandshejust...

MrZulu-(shouts)cutthecrap,Iamtired,tiredofthis

family.Wena(pointsatMrsZulu)whatdidIsay

aboutinvolvingyourselfinmattersthatdon't

concernyou?Didn'tItellyoutostoptakingsides

andleaveeverythingtothesekidssotheycansortit

outthemselves,whydoyouhavetoinvolveyourself?

Nowlookatwhatyouhavedone.

SaneandMrsZulubothlookdowninshame.

MaSiwelawalkstowheretheyare...

MaSiwela-IamleavingtodayandIamtakingmy

daughterandmygrandchildrenwithme,ifIdon't

leavengizozitholasengishishilizisainganeyabantu

ngendunuphansi...

RemembertoLIKEandCOMMENTALWAYS



[11/3,21:02]Marcia:Insert97

Insidethemainhouse..

MrsZulu-(looksatSane)howdoesitfeelnow?

Sane-(rubshercheek)itstillstingsbutitnotthat

badanymore.Ididn'ttakeherastheratchettype.

MaSiwela-sheisn'tbutwhenprovokedanythingis

possible.

Sane-Iwasn'tevenfightingher,allIwantedwasjust

tounderstandafewthings,Ididn'tthinkshewill

reactlikethat.

MrsZulu-(sighs)babyareyousureyoudidn'tsay

anythingthatsetheroff?Itmighthavenotbeen

intentionalbut...

Sane-(looksathermom)Ididn't,Iswear..

MaSiwela-(looksatSane)Idon'treallycareabout

yourfued,bothofyouneedtofindawaytodealwith

everything.IhatewhatyouandSizwedidtomy



daughterbutIdon'thateyou,neitherdoesmy

daughterbutshe'sbeencagingherfeelingabout

thisissueforsolong,Iamnotsuprisedsheblewup.

(LooksatMrsZulu)Nellyhadnorighttotalktoyou

likethat,Ididn'traisehertoaddresshereldersthat

way,Iwillspeaktoheraboutherbehavior.Imust

saythough,Ithinkitbestsisithatyoudonotinvolve

yourselfinsquabblesbetweenourkids,Iloveand

respectyoubutIcannotsitandwatchyougangup

onmydaughter,Nellyisthemotherofyour

grandchildren,andsheisdatingyoursonwhomight

wanttomarryheroneday,Iwouldexpectthatyou

willcareforherlikeyourown,butthatwon'thappen

ifshefeelslikeshecannottrustyou,boththese

familiesrelationshiphasalongwaytogobefore

thingsgetrosey,weneedtobepatientwitheach

otherandworktogether.Asparentsweneedto

separatefromourkidsfueds,weneedtogivethem

roomtodealwiththeirproblemswithoutinterfering

ortakinganysides.

MrsZulu-(sighs)myhusbandhasbeentellingme

thesamething.



MaSiwela-yourhusbandisaverywiseman,you

shouldlistentohim.(LooksatSane)howoldare

you?

Sane-Iam23..

MaSiwela-Nelisiweis26,thatmakesher3years

olderthanyou.BothofyouareyoungbutItaught

mydaughtertofightherownbattles,tostandupina

roomfullofpowerfulmenandwomenandnotfeel

intimidated,she'sheadstrongandsheneverbacks

downnomatterhowpowerfulhercompetitionis,

whatIamtryingtosayisdon'thidebehindyourage,

yourparentswon'talwaysbetheretobackyouup.

Thesamegutandwillyouusedtofallinlovewitha

manthatwasnotyours,givehimbabies,plana

weddingonthesamedateasthewomanyoutaking

himfrom,shouldbethesamegutandwillyou

possesswhenyouinaconfrontationalsituation.I

don'tbuythisnaiveactof"Iwasnottryingto

provokeher",youknewexactlywhatyouweredoing,

ownuptoit.Mydaughterwaswrongtolayahand

onyouandbestbelievemesheknowsthatandIwill

haveherapologisetoyoubutifyoukeepthis



pretenceofyou'reinnocentandshe'sthebully,it

won'tdogoodforyou,insteaditwillmakeyoulook

stupidwhenyounot.

Sanelooksathermother,wholooksbackather,she

thanlooksdown,lettingMaSiwela'swordssinkin...

MaSiwela-youlooklikeaverynicegirl,Iamsure

underdifferentcircumstancesyouandmydaughter

wouldhavebeengoodfriends.Behappy,yougot

everythingyouwanted.

Sane-(sighs)whyareyoukindtoMe?

MaSiwela-becauseIamawomanbeforeanything.I

knowthefeelingofknowingthathechoseyouover

anotherwoman,itunexplainablebutthatshouldn't

gotoyourhead,youcan'talwayshavethementality

of"IgetwhatIwant"or"ItakewhatIwant".You're

onlyluckyonce,butifyoulucktwicethan"hlabela

amadlozi"(laughs)butonaseriousnotejustknow

thatasgreatasthefeelingof"taking"whatyouwant

is,ithurtsjustthesameofevenmorewhenwhat



youwantsgets"taken"fromyou...

Meanwhile....

Sbaniwalksbackinsidethehouseandupthestairs,

Thandekafollowsafterhim,witheveryone

distracted,shegoesunnoticedasshemakesher

wayupthestairstoo.Shewasinsidetheroomand

seesthebabiesasleepinsidetheircots,hereyes

movearoundtheroomandfinallylandonthemanly

strongfigurewhohashisbackfacingherashe

standsbythewindowlookingoutsidewithhisarms

folded,legswideopen,exposinghisbracketshape.

Sheclosedthedoorslowlywithoutitmakingnoise

asshemadeherwaytowardshim...

Sbani-(deepvoice)ufunanila(Whataredoinghere?)

Shestoppedonhertracks,"howdidheknowshe

washere?,especiallywhenshehadbeenso



discreet"shethoughttoherself...

Thandeka-(takesadeepbreath)you'reangry

...(silent)...

Thandeka-Ithinkitdisrespectfulofhertohavea

manholdherlikethatwhileyou'rehere,howcanshe

haveanothermancaressherlikethatwhileshe'sin

theyardofyourforefathersMageba...

...(silent)...

Thandeka-Iwouldneverdothattoyou.

Sbaniturnedandlookedather,withhishandsinside

hispockets,hestudiedher,feelinghiseyespiercing

throughher,shecanseetheangerandfrustration



onhisface,butmoreimportantlythelookofthe

devilhimself...

Sbani-ofcourseyouwouldn't...

Asmiledformedonherlips...

Hewalkstowardsher,lookingdirectlytohereyes.

Hetraceshishandaroundherface,hepinchesher

chin,bringingherfacetowardshis,hishandlandon

herchest,shetakesadeepbreathlookingathim,

hishandfindsherneck..

Sbani-youthekindtosleepwithbrothers,abort

babies,stealaman'ssperm,shouldIgoon?

Thesmilevanishedfromherlipsasshegaspsathis

griponherneck...



Sbani-(removeshishandsfromherneck)saywhat

youwanttosayandgetthefuckout..

Thandeka-(coughstouchingherneck)(smirks)you

caninsultandbarkallyouwantatmebutIknow

insideyouboiling,(laughs)Iknewtheprincess

wasn'tsoinnocentafterall...

Shesmilesandmodelsallthewaytowardsthe

window,shelooksatSizweandNellyoutside...

Thandeka-Iwon'tlie,theylookgoodtogether,

actuallyIamlying,theylookPERFECT.Theycouldfit

rightinaDisneymovie,thebeautifulprincessand

thehandsomeprincecharming.

Hewasboilinginside,imagesofSizwecaressingher

cheekslikesthatkeptflashingback,thewayshe

staredathim.NowThandeka'swordssenthimover

theedge.Sizwewastheprincecharming,heisnot

bipolar,hehasnevermurdered,hehadnoanger



issues,hewasperfectandhim,justtheopposite.

Sbani-(Clenchedhisteeth)GETTHEFUCKOUT!!!!...

Shelookedathimonelasttimeandthanwalkedout

theroombumpingintoZandile....

Thandeka-(smiles)Zandile,uhmhi

Zah-(looksather)Thandeka..

Thandeka-youlookbeautiful,Siphotalksaboutyou

everytime.

Zah-(fakelaughs)Iamsurehedoes.

Thandeka-weshouldhangoutsometimes..

Zah-(fakesmiles)uhmmsure...youknowwhatwhy

don'tyoujoinusforChristmasdinner?

Thandeka'seyeswiden...



Zah-thatifyoudon'thaveplans,IthinkSJcangetto

knowhiscousins,andwecanhavesomegirlchat...

Thandeka-(smiles)wowokay,uhmmIthought

maybeyouwouldhatemejustlikeeveryoneelse.

Zah-Iwasangry,GodIthinkIevenhatedyoubutI

realisedthereisalotwecanshareaswomen,I

realizedyouneedafriend,oneyoucansharewith

yourfeelings,(laughs)maybeIcanlendyouSipho's

dickonceinawhile..

Thandekachokesandlooksatherlaughing

awkwardlyatZandile'sdickstatement...

Zah-soIwillsendyouthedetails?

Thandeka-jeahsure..

Zandilefakessmilesandwalkspasthertypinga

messagetohermother..



"Ihavetheperfectplan"

Send.....

Outsidetheyard...

Sizwe-(wipeshertears)Idon'tlikeseeingyoulike

this..

Nelly-(sniffs)Iwillbeokay,IguessIneededtocry

likethis..

Sizwe-Ifeellikeshit,Ishouldhaveknowntherewas

nowayyoucouldhavemovedonthatfast,IguessI

consoledmyselfwhenIsawyoubeingheadstrong

andunaffected.Ishouldhaveknownthatyouwere

justavoidingdealingwithalltheseemotions.

(Laughsshakinghishead)Ishouldhaveknown,I

meanIknowyouNelly.

Nelly-(shakesherhead)Idon'tthinkyoudo..



...(silent)...

Nelly-(looksathim)ifyouknewme,youwouldn't

haveleftbecauseyouwouldhaveknowhowmuchI

lovedyou,Iwouldhavedoneanythingforyou.But

youleftSizwe,youhurtmemorethananyonehas

everhurtmeinmylife.IlookinthemirrorandIask

myselfwhatisitthatIwaslackingforyou?Whatis

itthatyoucouldn'tseeinmebutsawinher?Iknow

nowthatitwhatyourheartthatwantedherbutto

menothingmadesense,whathurtthemostisthe

wayyouwentaboutthings,itlikeyouwere

deliberatelytryingtohurtme..

Sizwe-(shakeshishead)thatnottrue,Ididn'twant

tohurtyou.

Nelly-butyoudid,youfailedtoseethatsheplanned

everythingaboutherweddingdayjusttomakea

point,whywouldshepickthesamedateasme,the

samevenue,thesamemenu,thesamedecorand

wearasimilardresstowhichIwantedtopick.

(Wipesherrunningtears)Iaskedmyselfhowdid



sheknowallthesethings?ButItmadesensewhenI

figuredallthosenightsyouwereawayyoumust

havediscussedmeandeverythingaboutmynon-

existingfairytaleweddinginyourpillowtalks.She

actslikethemostremorsefulpersonbutdeepdown

sheknowsherwholeweddingwasjusttomakeher

feelgoodthatshegotyou,shegoteverythingI

wantedandmostimportantlyshewillbelivingthe

lifeIshouldbeliving.Whodoesthat?Idon'tthink

youunderstandthemagnitudeofwhatyouandher

didtome.Itwouldhavebeenbetterifyoujust

cheatedandleftmeforherbutyoudidfarworse.

Youbothrippedmeofmylife,nowIhavetowatch

yousmileandlivehappilyeverafterwhileIlivewith

scarsyoubothleftmewith...

...(silent)...

Sizwe-BabeIamso..

Nelly-yousorry?Nodon'tbe.LikeIsaidIwillbe

alright,hadweendeduptogetherprobablyweboth



wouldn'tbeparentsrightnow.IrealisedwithyouI

plannedeverything,IknewexactlywhatIwanted,

howIwantedittobeandwhenIwantedit.Lifeisn't

likethat,IamnowwithsomeonewhoIgettolivelife

with,someonewhodoesn'tpromisemetomorrow

butinsteadreassuresmeof"today"andtomorrow

remainsamystery,onewhichIfindmyselfwanting

todiscoveritwithhimbymyside.Heisn'tthe

perfectman,hedidn'tsweepmeoffmyfeetwhenI

firstsawhimbutIlovehim,Ilovethathechooses

meeverytime.(Teary)IwishyouallthebestandI

hopeyougeteverythingyoueverwantedinlife...

Sizwe-Thankyou,Iwishthebestfor...

Shestopshimbyplacingherfingeronhislips..

Nelly-(smileswithtears)youdon'tneedtowishme,

Ialreadyhavethebest..

Shestandsandkisseshischeek.Shewasaboutto



leavebutremembered...

Nelly-Islappedyourwife,youshouldprobablygo

checkonhowshe'sdoing...

20minuteslater....

BlessstandsbehindNomusawhojustcamefrom

servingsomeofthewomanwhoarearoundthe

yard...

Bless-waaaaaaah..

Shejumpsalmostdroppingthetrayshehadinher

hands...

Nomusa-(holdsherchest)wazewangithusa(you

gavemeafright)



Bless-(smiles)sorry,unjani?Wazewamuhle(how

areyou?Youbeautiful)

Sheblushedlookingatthedressshewaswearing,

wellitwasn'tfancybuttoheritwasthebestshehad.

Thiswasthedresssheworeeverytimeshe

accompaniedhergrandmothertothecity...

Nomusa-(smiles)Ngiyabonga..

Bless-(movesclosertoher)kuthiangikubambeyazi

(Iwanttoholdyou)

Sheglancestowhereherparentsandgrandmother

arebeforeholdinghishandanddragginghimaway

frompeople'seyes,whichshockshim,buthesmiles

andfollows...

Nomusa-myfamilycan'tseemetalkingtoaman,

kakhulukaziubaba(especiallymyfather)



Bless-Iunderstand,Iwanttokissyouandholdgrab

thosethighsbutIcan't,mysisterwillkillme...

Sheblushesevenmoreandlooksdown,heholds

herhand..

Bless-listen,Iwanttotellyouthatngiyahamba

today,mymotherjustarrivedinDurbanandIhaveto

prepareforherstay..

Shelooksdownfeelingalittlesad,shedoesn'tknow

himthatwellbutsomehowhispresenceexcites

her...

Bless-(holdsherchin)don'tbesad,ngizobuya

sengizokulanda(Iwillcomebacktofetchyou)

Shenodsandtheylookateachother,shecouldfeel

theanxietyofwhatshewasabouttodokickingin,



shehasbeenthinkingaboutkissinghimsince

yesterday.Shemovesclosertohim,beforeitcan

registerwhat'sshe'sdoingherlipssmashhis,the

kisswasverysloppy,shedidn'tknowwhatshewas

doing,butitwastheeffortthatcountedespecially

becauseheknewhowmuchofashypersonsheis,

theybrokethekissandstaredateachother,she

stoleababykissandquicklyranaway,leavinghim

withasmile,helaughsshakinghishead...

Atthebackyard...

Shehasbeenlookingforhimeverywhere,somehow

sheknewthattheoneplaceshewillfindhimwas

here,thebackyard,Mazulu'sgarden.Therehewas

seatedonherchairlookingattheirgarden,she

walksandstandsnexttohim...

Sbani-(notlookingather)(deepvoice)younot

leavingme,actuallyletmerephrasethatyounever

leavingme.Idon'tcarewhetheryoustillhungupon



thatasshole,Iwillfuckthefeelingsyouhaveforhim

outofyouifIhavetoobutthereisnofuckingwayI

amlettingyougo.Idon'tcarewhatyouandthatshit

headpromisedeachotherbut..

Shesmiledandsatonhislap,wrappingherarms

aroundhisneckandkissedthehelloutofhim,at

firsthedidn'trespondbutshepusheduntilhe

responded.Shepressedherbodytowardshimuntil

hewrappedhisarmsaroundherwaist.Shebreaks

thekissandsmileslookingathim...

Nelly-youtalktoomuch(peckshislips)(looksat

him)(sighs)you'reangry?

Sbani-(nods)very...

...(silent)...

Sbani-(sighs)butIamtryingtounderstand..



Shesmilesandhugshimtighter,layingherheadon

hischest...

Sbani-(clenchedhisteeth)Ididn'tlikethewayhe

washoldingyou,thewayhewaslookingatyou,

NellyIhatedeachandeverysecondyouspentwith

him.

Nelly-Iamsorry.

Sbani-(kissedherforehead)IloveyoubutwhatI

sawtoday,Ishouldn'tseeeveragain.WhenIsee

thatfuckerIamgoingtopunchhisteethout.

Nelly-(laughs)Iknow.

Sbani-Good..

Shesmilesandtheybothstaygluedtooneanother

astheysitincomfortablesilence..

4dayslater.....
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ATZANDILEANDSIPHO'SHOUSE..

Theywerebothlayingontheirbed,noneofthem

wereasleepbuttheyjustlaidthereinsilence.Ever

sincetheygotbackfromthehomesteadthingswent

backtobeingnormal,theyroutinesneverchanged

exceptforthefactthatitwasholidayseason,the

kidswereofffromschoolandZandilewasalsooff

fromwork....

Zah-(looksattheceiling)mymomiscomingtoday..

...(silent)...



Zah-Ineedyoutolookafterthekidsjustfortoday.I

ampickingmymotherfromDurbanstationat

12:30pmandafterthatmeandherwillshopfora

fewthingsthatIneedfortomorrow'sChristmas

dinner.

Sipho-(notlookingather)yourmotherisspending

Christmaswithus?

Shelooksathim..

Zah-(nods)yessheis,khonainkingangalokho

Mageba?(isthereaproblemwiththatMageba?)

Sipho-(sighs)ofcoursenot,youknowIadoreyour

mother.ButIthoughtafterourguestsleave,maybe

wecouldaskourparentstobabysitthekidsandwe

gettohaveouralonetime.

Hesaysthatwhileturningandlookingather,his

handbrushinghertighinsidethecovers.Shefakes

smilesandlooksathim,feelingalittlesickfromhis



touch,butshequicklydismissesthatandlooksat

himwithsomuchlove...

Zah-(brusheshischeek)ohreally?

Shesaysthatgivinghimtheseductiveeyesand

smile,hestaresather,movingcloserandgrabbing

herass,givingitagentlebutneedysqueeze..

Sipho-(biteshislip)yebo,ngifunakudansisa

ubhontshisiwakho(Yes,Iwanttomakeyourbean

dance)

Shesmilesandlooksathim,herpantiesfeelinga

littlewetfromhistouch,butwhenshethinksofhow,

thesehandsarethesamehandsthatcaresses

Thandekaeachandeverynightthathedisappears,

hergenuinesmilefadesbutshequicklymasksitby

herfakesmile,sherunsherhandsfromhislip,his

chestandallthewaydowntohistorso,untilshe



grabshisballsanddick,lookingrightintohiseyes...

Zah-Iamgoingtohavefunwithhim..

Asboldandsexyheractionswerebuthecouldn't

helpbutthinkhejustsawanunfamiliarlookof

angerflashintohereyes,buthedismissesthat

thought.Hegetsontopofher,lookingintohereyes..

Sipho-awuthingikudlekancane(howabouta

quicky?)

Ashewasabouttoplacehislipsonher,sheraffles

himandquicklygetsoffhisgripandoffthebed...

Zah-Ineedtogetready,sorry...

Shewalkstothebathroombutstopshalfwayand



looksathim...

Zah-bytheway,IinvitedThandekaandherson..

Hequicklysitsupfromthebednotbelievinghisears,

didhehearhercorrectly?Helookedatherwithhis

eyeswideopen..

Sipho-wenzeni?ithiuyadlalaNcwane(Whatdidyou

do?Youmustbejoking)

Sheshakesherhead,removingherpajamatop,

exposingherbreaststohim,heblinkedlookingher

breastsbuthismindwasstillinthe"Iinvited

Thandeka"part...

Zah-(raisesherbrow)isthereaproblem?

Sipho-Yes,ImeanNo..yesbutNo...



Shedropsherpajamapantsonthefloor,stilllooking

athim,shecouldseehismouthformingan"O"ashe

staredatherbody...

Zah-YesnoNo?Whichoneisit?Iwasunderthe

impressionthatyouwouldn'thaveaproblem,since

youguysarewellacquaintedwitheachother.

Withthatsaidsheturnaround,herbackfacinghim.

Shetookofherpanties,herassvisibletohissight,

asifherstrippingnakedwasn'ttorturinghimenough,

shebentdownpickingherclothesfromthefloor,her

asswiden,exposingherpreciouswetwhole.She

couldhearhimgulpdownhissalivaashestaredat

it.Shesmirkedandranherhandsgentlyfromher

buttcheekallthewaydownherlegs,shedidallthis

stillbentdown...

Zah-soyouokaywithhercoming?



Sipho-(biteshislip)(breathless)Y..e..s..

Satisfied,shesmilesandwalkstotheinsuite

bathroomandclosesthedooronceshe'sinside.He

walksoutthebedwithhishardonandtriesopening

thedoorbutshehadlockeditfromtheinside,he

couldheartheshowerwaterrunning,hesighsand

walksawayfromthedoor.Meanwhileinsidethe

bathroom,Zandilesitsinsidethedrytubandfillsher

righthandwithlubegelshetookfromthecupboard

insidetheirbathroomandlaysbackinsidethetub.

Thesmallseductionsessiontheyhadwithher

husbandturnedheron,youcan'treallyblameher,

theyhaven'tbeenintimateforalmosttwomonths

now.Sheopensherlegswideopenandlaysher

headbackandstartsrubbingonherself,thefriction

herhandandfingersarehavingonherclit,hasher

thinkingaboutacertainhard,dangerous,darklindt

chocolateskintonedchestandtorso,the

excitementbuildingup,andwithherremembering

howthatlindtchocolatebrickonbricktorsoflexed

whendoingpushupsandhowitsweatreflectedin



thesun,shecriedoutassheexpoldedonherfingers,

puttingthefacetothedangerouslysculptured

scorpionchest...

Zah-(breathless)"Bless"

ATMASIWELA'SHOUSE...

Shewasgoingthroughhercloset,searchingfora

dressshewillweartomorrowattheChristmas

dinner.Herphonevibrated,shelookedatthecaller

IDandrolledhereyesbeforeansweringit...

Moses-sivumelanenganiveleminanawe?(Whatdid

meandyouagreeon?)Didn'tweagreethatyou

wouldletmeknowwhenyouguysarebackfromthe

Zuluhomestead?KodwaMathoyindabaungathandi

ukulalela(whydon'tyouliketolisten?)

MaSiwela-HellotoyoutooMdayi..



Hesighed,smilingalittle,justlikeeverymenout

there,heloveditwhenawomancalledhimbyhis

praisename..

Moses-(smiles)ngiyabonaukuthiuzamaukwenzani

(Iseewhatyoutryingtodo?)

MaSiwela-(laughs)wellisitworking?

Moses-(laughs)stoptryingtosoftenmeup,you

flirtingwithmeMa'Thabekhulu,youbetterstop..

MaSiwela-(rollseyes,smiles)ohlightenupwould

you,don'tyouevergettiredofbeingsoseriousall

thetime?

Moses-(laughs)mxm,smilingisfortheweak,Ideal

withtopsecretcasesandcriminals,Idon'thave

timetobejolly.

MaSiwela-(shakesherhead)youwillneverchange,

anywayIwasgoingtocallyoubutsinceyoubeat

metoit,Imightaswelltellyounow.Willyouand

yourfamilybeabletocomeandhaveChristmas



lunchwithus?ThanonthefollowingdayIhave

bookedafamilydayforallofus,wecanthantellour

daughter.

Moses-(smiles)uhmmhmmokaythatsoundsgood

tome,Iwillletmyfamilyknow.

MaSiwela-tomorrowmorningbeforewehavelunch,

wewillbeatchurch,Nellywillbebaptizingherkids,

wouldyouliketobepartofthat?

Moses-(smiles)ofcourse..

Hecarriesontellingherhowhappyheisthatsheis

invitinghimtobepartofthebaptizingofhis

grandchildren.Theyalsogoontodiscussthedetails

oftomorrow'slunch...

Meanwhile....

Shakastandsbythedoorandwatcheshermove

aroundfrombabytobabyinherbumshort,she

lookedcrankybutshewasstillverymuchsexy,her



naturalcurlyhairwastiredintoalazybun.Shehad

onabaggyt-shirt,heassumeditwasbecauseofthe

weightshestillhadonherstomach,eitherthanthat

shedidn'tgaintomuchweight,hertighswerestill

firm.HesmiledlookingatherasNsikagavehera

hardtimewhenshewastryingtoputonhisdiaper,

shegavehimadeathstareandlightlytappedhis

butt...

Nelly-(pointsafingerathim)hheyi!!!Stop..

Helaughedcausinghertostopandlookatthedoor,

theyeyesmeet,hesmiledandshesighedsmiling

backathim.Hewalkedinandclosedthedoor

lightly...

Shaka-(smiles)hellobeautifulmama,youlooklike

youcouldusesomehelp.

Nelly-(smiles)youhavenoidea..



Hesmiledwalkingclosertoher,shenoticesthe

freshbouquetofwhiteroses,andthesmallbasket

filledwithgoodies,shelooksathimraisingherbrow,

theyhug,withhimkissinghercheek..

Shaka-(smiles)wellmamapanther,thisisforyou.

Shetakesthebasketandlooksatit...

Shaka-don'tworrynothingtherewillhaveyou

gaininganymorepoundsthanyouneed,itallhealthy

snacksandafewfemininebathsalts.

Nelly-(smiles)Iloveit,(looksathim)okaywhatdo

youwant?Idon'tbelieveyouboughtmeallthisjust

asakindgesture,outwithittiger.

Helaughsandpincheshercheek,lookingintoher

eyes,hewentsilentforawhile,sheclearedhe

throat...



Nelly-(smiles)well?

Shaka-(smiles)wellIdid,youallIhavebeenthinking

about,plusImissyou.

Hehandshertheroses...

Shaka-Ialsoboughtyouyourfavourites...

Shetakesthemandsmiles,partofherwasalittle

reluctantacceptingthem,flowersweresentimental

toherandSbani,especiallyafterhetoldherabout

hisgrandmother.ButthiswasShaka,shehadasoft

spotforhim..

Nelly-theybeautiful,Ilovethem....

Shaka-(looksather)andIloveyou...

Nelly-(looksathim)huh?!..



Shaka-(smiles)putthoseinsideavase,letmetake

careoftheserascals..

Hedismissedherandmovedtowardsthebedwere

NkanyeziandNsikalaid.Shewatchedhimplaywith

hisnieceandnephew,smiledshakingherhead,she

probablyheardhimwrong...

ATBPGARAGE...

BlesswassmokinghiscigarettewhileSbaniwas

talkingtothepetrolattendant.Acallcamethrough

Blessphone,itwasanunknownnumber..

Bless-yebounknown..

Her-uhmmhello..

Bless-who'sthis?

Her-uhmmiminauNomusa(itmeNomusa)



Bless-(smiles)awumabhebeza!!!

Nomusa-(blushes)Ican'ttalkforlong,akuyonaifoni

yamile(thisisn'tmyphone)areyou..areyoustill

goingtocomegetme?

Bless-Ishouldgetyouaphonebabe.Andyesafter

theholidaysmeandmysisterarecoming.Ngiyafa

ukukukhumbula(Iamdying,Imissyou)

Shegiggled,feelinglittleshy...

Nomusa-(smiles)okay,Ihavetogo,ube

nokhisimusiomnandi(haveamerryChristmas)

Bless-(smiles)DudlumyStofolo!!!Yakuthanda

uSbudayezwa..

Sheblushedandhangedup,Hesmiledlookingathis

phone.Sbanilookedathim...

Sbani-whyareyoulookinglikeyoujustgotapussy



invite?

Bless-(laughs)notjustaanypussy,avirginpussy.

Sbani-wasthatNomusa?Jesusdudewhatdidyou

givethatgirl?

Bless-(smiles)nothing,youknow,noonecanresist

thebatswanamagic.

Sbani-(shakeshishead)she'stooinnocentdude,

don'tgothere,shewillbeapaininyourass.

Bless-Iwilltreathergood,haveyouseenthatgirl

tighsYhoooo!!!!

Sbani-(laughs)Iknow,everyguyinthevillage

wantedher,butshe'sjusttooyoung,Ididn'twantto

dwelltoomuchonher.

Bless-(laughs)youtellingmeyoualsowantedtotap

that.

Sbani-(laughs)whowouldn't,she'safineonebutI

havemyworldalready.

Bless-(laughs)yesandyoushouldyouhurtmy

sister,IswearmanIwillkillyouwithmyownbare

hands.



Sbani-relax!!!Iwatch,Idon'ttouch.Buthertighsdog,

sheasexythickone

Bless-(laughs)hheyi!!!Stayaway,thatmine..

Theybothlaugh,andcontinuetodiscusswoman,

butaresooninterupptedbyNomvelo...

Mvelo-(smiles)IknewitwasyoutwoIwasseeing..

Theysmileandtheybothhugher...

Sbani-haven'tseenyouinawhile

Mvelo-Iamnotsuprised,youonlyhavetimeforthis

one(pointsatBless),yourkidsandmysister.Those

aretheonlypeopleyouloveinthisworld..

Sbani-(laughs)guilty!!!...

Bless-(smiles)youlookgreat,areyouonadate?

Mvelo-(rollseyes)thankyou,butnotgoingtoadate,



Iamactuallyonmywaytofetchingthetwinsfrom

theirdad'splace.(LooksatBless)whydoyoulook

sosmitten?

Sbani-(laughs)isitthatabvious?

Mvelo-yes,myguessithastodowithawoman....

Theyalllaugh...

5minuteslater.....

Sbani-isitmeorMvelodidn'tlooktoohappyabout

youhavinginterestonNomusa?

Bless-(sighs)itnotyou,Italkedtohertwodays

back,tellingheraboutNomusabutshejustwentall

awkwardwithme.

Sbani-Shit!!!!Shestilllikesyoulikethat...

Bless-(nods)yeah!!!ThatwhatIamafraidof...



Sbanilooksathim...

Sbani-whataboutyou?Doyoustilllikeherlikethat?

Bless-uhmmnobutitjustcomplicated,Ireallyliked

herman,youknowIamnotonetowanttomarrya

woman,butwithherIactuallysawmyselfmarrying

her.Nxi!!!!Letjustdropthis..

Henodsunderstandingthathisfriendwashavinga

hardwiththis...

InsideZandile'scar...

ShedailsSbani'snumber...

Ringing....

Sbani-(deepvoice)hello



Zah-Ineedyourhelp,canwemeet?please...

....(silent)....

Sbani-okay,CBDin45minutes..

Zah-Thankyou..

Hehangsup....

ATLUNGIEY'SFLAT...

Ma'Nxumalo-howareyoufeelingabouttomorrow?

Areyousureyouwanttogo?

Lungiey-(sighs)Iamlittleexcited,Iwillgettosee

mybestfriend.ButIamnervousaswell.

Ma'Nxumalo-wellatleastyouhavemadepeacewith

theothers,ImeanZenandeandMbalididcomeand

visityouatthehospital,theyevenboughtyoubaby



gifts,havefaithbaby.

Lungiey-(smiles)IhavenochoicebuttotrustinGod,

Ireallymissmyfriend.IamhopingwhenZisanda

getsbaptizedthatshewillagreetobeherGod

mother.

Ma'Nxumalo-shemightnotagreebaby,Idon'twant

youpressuringherbutIknowshelovesyou,that

whyitsohardforhertojustforgetandforgiveeasily,

butshelovesyou.Andrememberyouneedto

respectSimitomorrow.

Lungiey-(sighs)Iknowmom,youknowNhlanhla

hasn'tcometoseeme,Idon'tevenknowhow

exactlywearetravelingtomorrow.

MaNxumalo-justcallSimi,hearwhatshesays.

Lungiey-soIhavetoaskSimiforpermissiontopee

aswell?

Shestandsupandfrustratedlywalkstoher

bedroom,shuttingthedoor.She'ssotiredofher

mothertellingherofhowsheshouldbowdownto



Simi,yessheknowssheshouldrespectherbuther

motheristakingthiswholethingtoanotherlevel.

RemembertoLIKEandCOMMENTalways...
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ATDURBANCENTRAL(CBD)

Zandileparkshercaronthesideoftheroad,she

takesoutherphoneandringshermother...

Ringing...

MaNcwane-Hello.

Zah-hellomama,Iamalreadyintown,howfarare

younow?

MaNcwane-Iwillbetherein20minutesbaby,you

early.



Zah-yeahIneededtomeetupwithsomeone,uhmm

mamaIhavetogo.

ShehangsupwhensheseesSbani'sJeepparking

infrontofher.Hegetsoutofhiscarandwalks

towardshers.Knocksonthewindow,sheunlocks

thedoorfromtheinside,hethanopensthedoorand

getsinsidethepassengerseat...

Sbani-outofalltheplaces,youhadtochoosethe

busieststreet,Weststreetreally?

Zah-(shrugs)IampickingmymotherupatDurban

stationsoitwastheclosest,besidesIdidn'twant

bumpingintoanyonethatwebothknow.

Sbani-whatever,sowhyamIhere?(Staresather

blankly)

Zah-(playswithherhands)Ineedyourhelpwith

something..

Sbani-wellaregoingtotellmewhatthatis?

Zah-(takesadeepbreath)(looksathim)Ineedyour



helpingettingmesomeinjectiondrugs.

Sbani-(raiseshisbrow)youworkatahospital,you

haveaccesstoeverydrug.

Zah-Idon'thavethejurisdictiontoaccessthekind

ofinjectiondrugthatIwant.

Hekeepsquietandlooksather...

Sbani-itillegalright?

Zah-kindof,soareyougoingtohelpme.

Sbani-(laughs)whatmakesyouthinkIwouldknow

wheretogetthedrugyouwant?

Sheraiseshereyebrowandlooksathim...

Zah-maybeitwasmistakecallingyou,letjustforget

I..

Sbani-(shakeshishead)stopthat,youknowyou



needme.Sowhattypeofinjectiondrugarewe

talkingabout?

Zah-(staresintohiseyes)EDdrug!!

Helooksathershocked,okayhehastoadmit,he

didn'tseethisonecoming...

Sbani-ismybrotherhavingtroublesperforming?

Zah-(rollseyes)No,trustmehe'sfarfromhaving

troublesperforming.

Sbani-(confused)thanwhywouldyouwant...

Thanitclicked,makinghiseyesgrowevenmore

wide,"Fuck"hethoughttohimself.Heneverpictured

herasthetypethatcanbethisdevious...

Zah-don'tgivemethatlook.

Sbani-(shrugs)what?Iamjustsuprisedthatall.



Zah-Iamawomanscorned...

Sbani-(laughs)(smirks)Icouldn'tthinkofamore

betterpunishmentforthefuckerIcallabrother.

10minuteslater...

Theywalkinsideasparepartshop.....

Zah-(looksaround)wherearewe?Whatstreetis

this?Andwhatarewedoinginasparepartsshop?

Heheldherhandtightly,stoppingherfromshaking....

Sbani-(grithisteeth)stopshakingandquitlooking

aroundtheywillthinkyou'recop,justrelax.

Zah-(takesadeepbreath)okay,okay..

Hegaveheronelastsqueezeandletgoofherhand.



Awhiteguywithlongblackhair,andtattoosallover

hisbody,piercingseverywhereandastrongsmellof

weed...

Guy-Hellobro,canIhelpyouwithanything?

Sbani-weheretoseeSteven..

TheguylooksatSbani,wholooksbackathimwitha

blankface,hiseyesmovefromhimtoZandile,who

triesherbestnottolookaffected...

Guy-Iamsorrybutwedon'thaveaStevenhere.

Sbani-TellhimTysonishere,afriendofBlessings.

Theyguylooksathimonemoretimeandthangoes

tothebackoftheshop...

Zah-(looksatSbani)Tyson?



Sbani-wouldyouratheristoldthemmyrealname?

Zah-Iguessnot(looksaround)(smiles)Tyson,isn't

thatabitdullforastreetname?Iwasexpecting

somethinglike"Beast"or"Tiger"

Helooksatherandlaughsshakinghishead....

Sbani-youreadandwatchtoomuchmovies.

Zah-(shrugs)youcan'tblameme....sowhatwillmy

streetnamebe?

Beforehecouldanswerher,theguywithalotof

piercingscameback..

Guy-followme...

Theywalkedtothebackoftheshopandwalked

throughadarkpassageuntiltheystoppednexttoa



door.Theguyopenedthedoorandtheywentinside

aroomwhichhadextravehiclepartsandappliances,

shewasstillconfusedastowhatexactlyarethey

doingherebutbeforesheknewittheguyhad

shiftedatableandwaslookingathertowalkdown

thebasementdoorwhichwassituatedonthefloor

hiddenbythetable.ShelookedatSbani,who

noddedathertogoinandsoshedidandthey

followedher.Shewasamazedbyhowthebasement

partoftheshoplookedlikeanotherdifferentluxury

store,thistimeshecouldn'thidetheshockinher

eyes.Shewasstillin"aw"thatshedidn'thearrealise

theywerenowinthepresenceofthemighty

"Steven"..

Steven-(smiles)oldpal(shakesSbani'shand)

apologiesfortheboy,he'snewhere.

Sbani-(smiles)itokay,Ifiguredthat,where'sMike?

Steven-ohthatrat,Ihadtogetridofhimifyouknow

whatImean(winkedathim)



Zandile'sbodystiffen,whileSbanifakedsmiledat

Steven,heknewverywellhowmuchofaruthless

manhewas,hewantedtogetwhattheywerehere

forandleave,Blessalwaystoldhimnevertostay

longerthanneededwhendoingatransactionwith

peoplelikeSteven...

Steven-sowhatcanIhelpyouwithtodayandwho's

thisbeautifulmama?(LooksatZandile)

ZandilemovedclosertoSbani,notlikingthewaythe

manbeforethemwaslookingather...

Sbani-ThisissisterBettina,afriendofBlessings

aswell.

ZandilelookedatSbani,whosmirkedlookingather,

knowingexactlythatshedidn'tlikethename...



Steven-(smirksandbiteshislip)sisterBettinahuh?!

(LooksatZandile)Icanalreadypictureyouwearing

tightscrubs..

Zandilefeltdisgustedbytheoldmaninfrontofthem

butknewverywellthatshecouldn'tshowhow

disgustedshefelt...

Sbani-(fakelaughs)letnotgetaheadofourselves

now,letgettobusiness..

Steven-(surrenders)youwerealwaysnofun,okay

whatcanIhelpyouwith?

Sbani-canyouhookusupwithsomeEDinjection

drugs..

Steven-areyouhavingtroublesgettingiton?Don't

worrymanitnormal..

Sbani-No,No,nothatnottheissueatall,theynot

forme,Bettyhereneedsthem.

Steven-(confused)wait?Youhaveapenis?



Zah-(rollseyes)No,theyformyhusband.

Steven-ohJesus!!Yougotmethere,wellfollow

me...

TheyfollowedSteveninsidearoomwhichwasnext

tohisoffice...

ATMASIWELA'SHOUSE

Shaka-(smiles)theylookpeacefulwhenthey

sleeping.

Nelly-(smiles)toopeaceful,butNkanyeziisacalm

babybynature,nansiidramaKing(pointsatNsika)

Theylaugh...

Shaka-(looksathiswatch)Iliterallyspentmywhole

daywithyouguys(smiles)..



Nelly-Ihopewehavebeengreatcompany..

Shaka-(smiles)Iwouldn'ttradeitforanything.I

lovedeachandeverymoment.

Nelly-maybeyoushouldstartthinkingaboutbeinga

dad..

Shaka-(laughs)Iwouldlovetoo...(Looksatthe

babies)..

Nelly-(smiles)thanulindeleni?(Whatareyouwaiting

for?)

Shaka-(sighs)itnotthatsimple,Iwanttohavea

childwithsomebodyIlove,someonewho'sspecial,

theonethatmakesmelaugh,smile,theonethat

makesmydaywithjusta"goodmorning"text.

Nelly-(looksathim)(smiles)(jokes)isthatme?Phela

youjustdescribedmeinanutshell.Imakeyoulaugh,

smile.Nje!!!

Shaka-(laughs)(smiles)velengishowena(itisyou)

Sheplayfullyhitshischestlaughing,whilehesmiles

admiringher...



Nelly-(looksathim)Zenandewillmakeagreat

mother,she'stheonethattaughtmemostthings

aboutparenting.

Shaka-(frownslightly)whatmakesyouthinkitherI

wanttomothermykids?

Nelly-ain'tyouguystogether?

Shaka-(sighs)itcomplicatedwithus,Iwillbethe

firsttoadmitthatIdon'tmindhavingafamilywith

Zee,butshedoesn'tlovemelikethat,shehates

commitment.

Nelly-sothatwhyyouguysarenottogether,

together?Youwanttobutshedoesn't?

Shaka-thatjustpartofwhy...

Shelooksathimandnoticesthat,thisisn'tthe

bubbly,fulloflifeShakasheknows,helooks

distracted,helookssad,shetakeshisrighthand

andholdsitlookingathim...



Nelly-Iamlistening..

Shaka-(takesadeepbreath)IthoughtIwasinlove

withZee,butIrealisedthatIamnot,she'sjusta

replicaofsomeoneIcannothave.IguessIbelieved

somuchthatIlovedherjustsoIcanshutwhatI

wasfeeling.IcaresomuchforZeeandIknowshe

lovesmejustasIloveherbutwenotinlove.Iam

inlovewithsomeone,someonesospecial,theone

thattookmybreathawaythefirsttimeIlaidmy

eyesonher,theonethatgotmetonguetiedwhenI

firstsawher,Icouldn'tevenutteronewordsoIdid

whatIdobest,IbecameplayfulShaka.(Smiles)I

toldherIwasherfuturehusbandwhenIfirstsaw

her...

Nelly-(laughs)(rollseyes)yousaidthesamethingto

me,(pouts)nowIamjealous.

Shaka-(smiles)(rubsherpalms,startingather)if

onlyyouknewthatyouhavenoreasontobe

jealous...

Theybothsmilestarringateachother...



...(silent)...

Nelly-(clearsherthroat)sowhyain'tyouwithher?

Shaka-she'swithsomeoneelse,she'sveryhappy

wheresheis,Idon'twanttoruinthatforher.

Shelooksathimwitheyesofpity,itclearwhoever

thisgirlis,she'sveryspecialtohim,shehasnever

seenShakathissad...

Nelly-doessheknowaboutyou?Thatyouloveher.

Shaka-(shakeshishead)Idon'tthinkso.

Nelly-(smileslightly)Ithinkyoushouldtellher,she

mightjustsupriseyou.Dyinginsidelikethisisnot

healthyShaka,lettellher,what'shername?DoI

knowher?

Shaka-(smiles)she'scloserthanyouthink...

(silent)...canIaskyousomething?



Nelly-(smiles)yeahanything,shoot.

Shaka-hadwemeantunderdifferentcircumstances,

wouldyouhavedatedme?ThatifhadIaskedyou

out?AmIthekindofguywoulddate?

Nelly-(smiles)wellitnosecretyou'rehandsome,

truedefinitionofahotfuckboy.Aheartbreakerbut

yesIwouldhavedatedyou,becausebehindallthis

appearanceisakindhearted,caring,lovingandvery

funnyindividual.Ilovespendingtimewithyou,Iam

carefreewhenIamwithyou,youbringoutthefunin

me,thechildinme.Shakayou'remyspirithuman,

nothingeverbringsyoudown,youfulloflife,just

yoursmilealonereassuresmethattomorrow'sthere

ishope.You'reawesome,(smiles)ourbabieswould

havebeenthebomb,Imeanlookatus,wetheshit..

Theybothlookateachotherandburstoutlaughing...

Shaka-(jokes)Ifeellikeyoujustsaidourwedding

vows..



Nelly-(pincheshisabs)hey!!!...

Shaka-(smiles)(looksather)Iloveyou...

Nelly-(smiles)(bumpshisshoulder)loveyoutoo,

nowletstopthisdepressingtalk,wanttohaveice-

creamwithme?Italwayshelps.

Shaka-(laughs)Iaminlove,Ididnotgetdumped..

Theybothlaugh,shedragshimtothekitchen....

ATZANDILEANDSIPHO'SHOUSE..

Hermomplacesthebagofgroceriesontopofthe

kitchencounter,Zandilefollowswiththeotherhalf

ofgroceries...

Ma'Ncwane-MyfeetsYhooowestoodforhours

waitingtopay,thatwhyIdon'tlikeshoppingtheday

beforeChristmas.Isicefenje.



Zah-Ididn'tknowpeoplestillwaittodotheir

shoppingsonthelastday.ShouldIgetyouanything

todrinkmamaoryouwouldratherfreshenupfirst?

Ma'Ncwane-hhayingenzelaitiyelapho(makeme

tea)(looksaround)whyisitsoquiet?Wherearethe

kids?

Zah-Siphomusthavetakenthemout,he'sprobably

athisparentshouse.

Ma'Ncwane-areyoureadyfortomorrow?

Zah-(stopsandlooksathermother)yes,Nxi!!!Can

youbelievethebastard,hewasbusytouchingme

wantingtosleepwithmeasifhehasn'tbeen

feedinghimselfwiththat'sskankspussy.

Ma'Ncwane-he'sstillyourhusband,afterthis

punishment,youwilllovehimandsexhimlikeyou

weretaughttoo,siyezwanaZandile?(Doyouhear

me?)

Zah-(sighs)Iknowthatmama,buthejustannoys

merightnow.(Smirks)whenIamdonewithhim,he

willneverthinkofstickingitinsideanotherwoman's

holeeveragain.



Ma'Ncwane-Good!!!Idon'twantyoujumpingfrom

mantoman,Siphoisyourhusband.Mefebaakusho

ukuthifebanawe(whenhecheats,thatdoesnot

meanyouhavetocheattoo)youjustneedtoteach

himalesson,manareveryweakandstupid.

Zah-(looksather)Ngiyabongamama,angazi

bengizobayiningaphandlekwakho.(Thankyou

mama,Idon'tknowwhatIwillbewithoutyou)

Ma'Ncwane-(smiles)makefastwithmytea,sowe

candiscussukuthisizowanwebakanjanilamasende

endodayakho..

Shesmilesandgetsonwithhermother'stea...

ATTHANDEKA'SFLAT

Shehearsabangingsoundonherdoor,shewipes

herhandsonherapronandwalkstowardsthe

door....



Thandeka-(opensthedoor)whatthehell?

Hepushespasther...

Sipho-youcan'tgotothatdinner..

Thandeka-(foldsherarms)angizwa?

Sipho-Idon'tknowwhatyouplayingatbut

Mathandieyoucan'tgotothatdinner.Yiniusangene

yini?(What?Areyoucrazy?)Howcanyouacceptthe

invite?

Sheclickshertongueandclosesthedoor..

Thandeka-IamnotdoingitformebutforSJ,Iwant

himtoenjoyhisChristmaswithhisfamily.Sobhuti

getoffthathighhorse,noteverythingisaboutyou.

Sipho-canyouhonestlytellmethatyouwillbeable

tositonthesametableasmywifeandenjoy

yourselfknowingverywellwhatmeandyouare



doing?

Thandeka-weredoing,itinthepastnow.BesidesI

don'thaveanyguiltyconscious,Iamnotthemarried

one.Sowhatwefucked?Shedoesn'tknowthat.

Nowcanyouleave,Iamkindofbusy..

Hemovesclosertoher,holdsherwaistandbrushes

hercheek...

Sipho-ngiyakucelasthandwasami,ungayikuleya

dinner(pleasemylove,don'tgotothatdinner)

Hetriestokissherbutshewigglesherselfaway

fromhimandwipesherlips...

Thandeka-Iamnotinthemood,celauhambe

(pleaseleave)

Shewalkstothedoorandopensit,hesighsand



walksoutthebutstopsoutside..

Sipho-(staresather)ifyouknowwhatgoodforyou,

youwon'tsetfootinthatdinner..

Sheshutsthedooronhisface...

Thandeka-(irritated)Nxi!!!Naliipipilenjabo!!!

Laterthatnight.....

ATMASIWELA'SHOUSE...

Nellywasmoisturizingherbodywhenhermom

enteredherroom...

MaSiwela-(looksatthebabies)theylookwide

awake,don'tyouwantmetosleepwithoneofthem?



Nelly-(smiles)Sbaniiscomingoversoitfinemama,

wewillmanage.

MaSiwela-(raiseshereyebrow)thisisnotahotel

Nelisiwe..

Nelly-(rollseyes)Ihaven'tseenhimfortwodays,

anditnotlikehecomeshereeveryday.

MaSiwela-Iamjustsaying,sowillyoutellhimabout

thelittlevisithisbrothergaveyoutoday...

Shegavehermotherthelook...

Nelly-don'tmakeitathingwhenitnot.

MaSiwela-itisathingwhenthebrotherlooksatyou

likeyoutheonlywomaninthisuniverse.

Shegetsupfromthebedandwalkstothecloset

gettinghersleepwear...



Nelly-don'tbesillymama,shouldn'tyoube

preparingforthedinneratdaddyD'splace?

MaSiwela-changingthesubject,don'tsayIdidn't

warnyou.GreetGideonforme..

Shewalksouttheroom.....

Thenextday.....
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ATSIMI'SHOUSE...

ShewasgettingNkosanareadywhenshehearda

carparkoutside,shetookadeepbreath,knowing

thatitmustbeNhlanhlaalongwithLungiey....



Nhlanhla-areyouready?Wedon'twanttobelate..

HesaidthatwalkinginsideNkosana'snusery..

Simi-(nods)yeah,canyoupackhisbagforme.Ijust

needtoputajacketonhim...

Nhlanhla-haveyoucontactedyourfriend?Afterthe

ceremonywehavingNkosanabaptizedIam

guessingyouhavesomeoneyouwanttoappointas

hisGodmother.

Simi-(sighs)actuallyIwasthinkingImakeLungiey

hisGodmotherandshedoesthesame,itonly

makessensetodosobecausetechnicallywe

alreadyparentstoourchildren..

Hezipsthebabybagandlooksather,hewasn't

expectingthatfromherbutthanagainSimihas

beensurprisinghimthesepastfewmonths...



Nhlanhla-areyousure?ImeanIthoughtmaybethis

couldbesomethingspecialtoyouandyougetto

picksomeonethatyouwant.Siminoteverydecision

hastobeinfluencedbythesituationwein..

Simi-(pickupNkosana)Iwouldn'tbemakingsuch

decisionsifyouhadn'tputusinthissituationto

beginwith...

Shewalkedouttheroomwithherson,hesighedand

followedherwiththebabybag.Hegotoutsideand

tookhissonfromhismother,strappinghimsafelyin

hiscarseatwhichwasnexttohissister.Simigot

insidethebackofthecar,shegreetedLungieywho

wasseatedcomfortablyinthefrontpassengerseat.

Nhlanhlagotinsideandstartedthecar,offtheygo.

Forfiveminutestraightthecarridewassilent,

awkwardsilenttobeexact....

Nhlanhla-(clearsherthroat)uhmmLuh..

Lungiey-(looksathim)hmmm



Nhlanhla-Simiraisedsomethingwhilewewere

insidethehouse,Ijustwanttohearwhatyouthink

aboutit.

Lungiey-yinileyo?(Whatthat?)

Simi-(rollseyes)Iraisedtheidea,andwe,together

(looksatNhlanhla)thinkitwouldbebestthatI

becomeZisanda'sGodmotherandyouNkosana's

Godmother.

...(silent)...

Nhlanhla-(looksatLungiey)lookyoudon'thaveto

agree(givesSimithelook)wehaven'tdecided

anythingyet,butitwillsuremakethingseasier

becauseyoualreadyhavetoplayamotherlyfigure

toNkosana..

...(silent)...



Heholdsherhand,brushingit,whileSimistared

downattheirhands,itsuredidhurtalot,Nhlanhla

hasbeengivingthem(herandherson)attention

latelythatpartofherhadhopethatjustmaybehe

wasstartingtorealisethatitonlythemhewanted...

Lungiey-Igetwhyyouwouldsuggestthat,itmakes

sensebutIwashopingIwouldaskNellytobethe

Godmother.Itsomethingwealwaystalkedabout..

Simi-younotinspeakingtermswhatmakesyou

thinkshewouldagree?

Lungiey-itherniece,shewill..

Simi-anieceshehasn'tcometoseeeversinceshe

wasborn..

Simi'swordsstung,ofcourseithurtheralittlethat

Nellyhasn'tcometoseeherbaby,partofher

thoughtthatwasselfishofher.Butsheconsoled

herselfbyunderstandingthatsometimesherfriend

couldbesomewhatselfcenteredifshewantedto



be...

Lungiey-IknowIhavetorespectyouandallbutthat

doesnotmeanyougettomakedecisionsaboutmy

lifeormydaughter's..

Simi-ourdaughter,inthisunionthereisno"I"..

Lungiey-(annoyed)Exactly!!!Soyoucan'tmake

decisionswithhearingwhatIhavetosayfirst,the

threeofusmakedecisionsnotthetwoofyou...

Lungieylookedoutsidethewindowremovingher

handsawayfromNhlanhla.Simishruggedher

shoulderswhentheymadeeyecontactwith

Nhlanhla,thecarridewassilentagain...

ATTHEGASARESIDENCE...

Hewasalreadyoutside,waitingonhiswifeandsons

tocomeout...



Man1-Sirwouldyoubedrivingyourself?

Moses-yesbutIneedyoutogather5ofyourbest

mentoguardthechurch,havetwoofthemfollow

meandmyfamily.

Themannodsandwalksaway,Nomvelo'scarparks

nexttoherfather'sSUV...

Nomvelo-(kisseshischeek)(smiles)youlook

dashing..

Moses-(smiles)Iamjustexcited..

Nomvelo-(brusheshisarm)don'tworryshewilllove

you...

Henods,MrsGasatogetherwithBandileand

SandilemaketheirwaytowhereMosesis...



MrsGasa-(smiles)hellobaby,wherearetherascals?

Nomvelo-(smiles)hellomom,(rollseyes)Derek

pickedthemupthismorning,Idon'tunderstandwhy

Ihadtofetchthemyesterdayifhewasgoingtotake

themagaintoday.

Moses-(looksatSandile)ugqokeniwenamfana?

Ufunakungihlazaphambikwabantu?Liphiibhade

kulelobhulukwelakho?(Whatareyouwearingboy?

Youwanttoembarrassmeinfrontofpeople?

Where'sthebeltforthatJean?)

Bandile-dadyou..

Moses-Thulawena!!!(Youshutup)lookathow

Bandileisdressed,helooksdecentandwellput

together,zibukewena?(Andlookatyourself)

MrsGasa-(brusheshisarm)babakhenotnow

please,todayisahappyday..

Mosesclickedhistongueandgotinsidehiscar,

hittingthehorn.MrsGasalookedatSandilewith

sympathybeforewalkingtowardsthecar.Bandile



wasabouttosaysomethingbutSandileinteruppted

him...

Sandile-(shakeshishead)saveitgoldenboy...

(looksatNomvelo)Iamridingwithyousis..

Heputonhisheadphonesandwalkedtohissister's

car....

Nomvelo-(sighs)Iwilltalktohim..

Bandilenodsandwalkstoridewithhisparents,

whileNomvelowalkstohiscar.Thebickeringthat

alwayshappensbetweenhisbrotherandfather

alwaysleavesabittertastetoeveryone...

30minuteslater.....



ATSTPETER'SCHURCH...

TheZulu's,Gasa's,Khoza's,Siwela's,Khumalo's

togetherwithMa'Nxumalo,ThandekawithSJand

Blesswithhismother,alltheircarsparkatthe

sametime.....

MaSiwela-(unfastenherseatbelt)welate...

SheseesSbanimakinghiswaytotheircar...

MaSiwela-ohgood,herecomesGideon,hewillhelp

withhisrestlessson..

Zenande-(laughs)vele,velethathisnewnamenow

mama,Thabooutthecarboy,boy...

SbanireachesthemandopensthedoorforNelly,

whogiveshimadeathstare...



Sbani-(smiles)Iamsorrybabe,Igotheldup

yesterday...

..(silent)..

SbanilooksatZee,whoshakesherheadandwalks

awaywithThabo.HeturnstoMaSiwelawith

pleadingeyes...

MaSiwela-(shakesherhead)No,Noangizingenieza

"loveliveshere"...

Shetakesherhandbagandwalksawaytoo.He

sighsandunstraphisson...

Meanwhile....



Blesshelpshismotheroutthecar,whileBonolo

helpswithherhandbag.MaSiwelasmileswhenshe

seesBlesswithawomanwholookslikehimbut

olderassumingithismother...

MaSiwela-(smiles)sanibonani(hello)

Bless-(smiles)helloMa(kisseshercheek)looking

classyasalways.

MaSiwela-youknowme,Ijusthopethepastor'swife

isn'tdressedbetterthanmeorwewillhavea

problem.

Theylaugh...

MissNdawora-(smiles)Idon'tthinkanyonewilltop

yourdressing.

MaSiwela-(shakesherhand)Idon'tbelievewehave

met,MathoSiwela..

MissNdawora-(smiles)MatemaNdawora,



Blessingsmom,youmustbeNelisiwe'smother?

MaSiwela-(smiles)yeshowdoyouknowmy

daughter?

MissNdawora-Thisonehereshowedmepictures,

andSbaniwasexcitedshowingmethemotherofhis

children..

Theyalllaugh...

MaSiwela-(holdsherhand)IthinkyouandIwillbe

bestiffriends,letgoandleavetheseyoungsters

alone...

Theybothwalktowardsthechurchdoors,meeting

theZulu'sandtheGasa'stogetherwithMa'Nxumalo.

MoseseyeslandonMatema,healmostchokeon

hissaliva,butheknewheneededtogethimself

togetherbeforehemakesafoolofhimself...



MrsZulu-(smiles)habe!!!Nazenabahle(youlook

beautiful)

MrsGasa-nikhipheubhozohhe!!

MrZulu-Ithinkweshouldallenternow,wealready

late.

MaNxumalo-letwaitforthemtostartasongthan

wewillenter...

MaSiwela-(smiles)ThisisBlessingsmother..

TheyallsmileandgreetMissNdawora,withMr&

MrsZulurecognisingher,theycatchupalittlewhile.

MrsGasalooksatMoseswhoavoidslookingback

ather.ShestudiesMatema,sheisn'tlightskinlike

MaSiwelaorherself,Infactshe'sfarfrombeinglight,

butherdarkskintonelookssmoothandsoft,you

canseethatshe'snotwellbutherbeautyisstill

there,herbigmarbleeyesandlongeyelashesare

herbestassets..

Moses-(takesadeepbreath)Tema..



MissNdawora-(looksathim)Mo..

...(silent)...

Noticingtheawkwardness,therestofthemstart

theirownconversations...

MissNdawora-(looksatMrsGasa)Idon'tbelieve

wehavemet.

MrsGasa-(smiles)youraisedawellbehavedson..

MissNdawora-Thankyou,Iamgladhe'sfoundhis

familybutwetalkproperlylater.

MaSiwela-khandakhulu(looksatMoses)..

Theyalllaugh..

Moses-youverytroublesomeMatho

MaSiwela-yasibonaisithembusakho(you



surroundedbyyourpolygamy)

MrsGasa-(laughs)leavemyhusbandalone..

MaSiwela-khonaomawenganetoday,amanunu

angafi...

Theylaugh....

SJrunstohisdad,whohasNsikaonhisarms,while

NellyfollowedbehindwithNkanyezi...

Sbani-(smiles)helloBoy...

SJ-(smiles)Iamgoingwithyoutoday....(Looksat

Nelly)hello..

Nelly-(smiles)hellobaby,comehelpwiththis

blanket..

HerunsandtakestheblankettoNelly...



Thandeka-(looksatSbani)(smileslightly)Hi

Sbani-Hi

Thandeka-Ihavepackedanextraovernightbagfor

him,youwilltakeitinmycaraftertheservice.

Sbani-okay...

ShelooksatNelly,whoislaughingtosomethingthat

SJsaid,Nellyliftshereyesandtheymeetwith

hers....

Nelly-Hi..

Thandeka-(fakesmiles)Hi,Iloveyourdress..

Nelly-Thanks....

NomveloandMbalicomesscreamingtowardwhere

NellyandSbaniare...

Mvelo-(excited)ijustwantthebabiesnotyou...



Mbali-(rollseyes)ungafungaukuthiizinganeza

BeyoncenoJayZlezingendlelaabancikiselangayo

abazalibazo(you'dswearthesewereBeyonceand

JayZkids,thewaytheparentsdepriveusofseeing

them)

Theylaugh,whileThandekastandstherelookingout

ofplace...

Ma'NcwaneandZandilestandnexttowhereallthe

othersare...

MaNcwane-(looksaround)uphinondidwa?(Where's

thehoe?)

Zandile-(pointswhereThandekais)theresheis,

lookinglikealostpuppy.

Ma'Ncwane-theblackone?Wow!!!

Zah-(hitshershoulder)mama,shedoesn'tlookthat

bad..



Ma'Ncwane-(shrugs)notmycupoftea..

Theycouldhearthepeoplestarttosinginsidethe

church,everyonegatherstogoinside,thedoors

open,andliketheroyalfamily,withtheirexpensive

clothing,theyallwalkinside,makingeveryonestop

andlookatthem,alltheirspoiledbratsfollowbehind

theirparents...

Nelly-(looksaround)where'sNtombiandNoma?

Sbani-TheyspendingChristmaswithNtombi's

family...(smiles)soIamforgiven?

Nelly-(giveshimadeathstare)No..

Hesmirksandholdsherhandleadinghertotheir

seats.LungieysmilesandwavesatNellywhosmiles

backatherbutquicklyshiftshereyesfocusingon

somethingelse....



45minuteslater....

Pastor-Tothefamiliesthataregoingtobaptizetheir

babies,pleaseprepareaswewillstartwiththat

ceremony...

Sbani-(shouts)Blessing,youknowyoutheGod

fatherright?

Bless-(smiles)ofcourse,Iamyouronlyfriend..

Theybothfistbump...

Lungiey-(clearsthroat)uhmmNellycanwetalk?

Mbali-(takesNkanyezi)wewillwaitforyouhere..

Theymovefromthem...

Nelly-(looksather)howareyou?



Lungiey-(smiles)ummIamokay,Iamhappytosee

you,yourbabiesarebeautiful..

Nelly-(smiles)Isawyourbabygirltoo,she'spretty..

...(silent)...

Lungiey-(takesadeepbreath)Iwas...Iwashoping

youbeZisanda'sGodmother?

...(silent)...

Lungiey-(teary)please,Iamtryinghere,Imissmy

bestfriend,Imissyou..iknow,IknowImessedup

butIamtrying...

Nellycouldfeelhertearsthreateningtocome,she

quicklyengulfedherinatighthug,makingLungiey

cryevenmore...



Lungiey-Iamsorry,sosorrybhabha....

Nelly-(sniffs)Imissyoutoo,somuch....

Theybrokethehugandheldhandslookingateach

othersmiling...

Nelly-(smiles)Iruinedyourmakeup..

Lungiey-(laughs)Idon'tcare...Sowillyoube...

Nelly-(sighs)ithinkweneedtoworkonour

friendshipfirst,Iwouldlovetobeyourdaughters

Godmotherbutrightnowwestillneedtoworkonus.

Pleaseunderstand(smiles)maybewhenyouhavea

secondbaby?

Lungiey-(sighs)Iunderstand,eventhoughIamlittle

sadbutIunderstand..

Nelly-(smiles)Iwillseeyoulater..



Theyhugonelasttime...

Zandile-Thandeka,youstillcomingtodinnerright?

Thandeka-(smiles)yeah,Iwouldn'tmissit,isthat

yourmom?

Zandile-(smiles)yes,comemeether...(shouts)

mama...

Ma'Ncwane-yesbaby(looksatThandeka)

Zandile-meetThandeka,SJmom,she'salsovery

goodfriendswithSipho..

Ma'Ncwane-isit?(Smiles)whydon'tyoucomeand

helpuspreparedinner,Iamsureyouwillbevery

boredduringlunch,comewithusdear..

Thandeka-uhmmIdon'twanttooverstepma..

Zandile-(smiles)nonsense,youcoming,wenot

takingNoforananswer..

Thandekasmiles,whileZandileandMaNcwanelook

ateachotherandsmile...



Nhlanhla-letmevideocallMthoko,he'stheGod

fathertobothmybabies..

Nelly-hetoldmehe'sspendingChristmasin

Mozambiquethisyear,Ithinkhehasagirlfriend

now...

Nhlanhla-Ithinksotoo...Bafo...

Mthoko-(rubshiseyes)eita!!!IsthatNelly?

Nelly-yes,Imissyou..

Mthoko-youmissmeormypocket?

Theylaugh...

Nhlanhla-heyman,getdressed,thebaptizing

ceremonyisabouttostart,Ican'tvideocallyou

whileyouwearingboxers,Ican'tbelieveyouditched

us..

Mthoko-(smiles)stopwhininglikeabitch...



Awomanlegsshowedonthescreen...

Nelly-(smiles)arethoseawomanlegs?Iknewit...

Nhlanhla-Ididn'tknowyoulikedlonglegs?

Mthoko-(smiles)shutupyoutoo,Nxiletmeget

dressed,bye...

Nhlanhla-youbetterbeready,whenIconnectyou

again...

Mthoko-yeah,yeah...

Nelly-(excited)sayhitothewomanwiththelong

legs..

Theylaugh....

LATER

LUNCHTIME...



REMEMBERTOLIKEANDCOMMENTALWAYS
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Theyallcomeoutofthebaptizingceremony,making

conversationsastheywalktowardstheircars...

MrZulu-isitlunchtomyplace?

MaSiwela-(laughs)dreamonMageba,Iamhosting

thistime..

Theyalllaugh...

Ma'Ncwane-wozaninizodlanathiisidlosasebusuku

(comehavedinnerwithus)

MaSiwela-unfortunatelyIhavetobeatthekhoza's

duringdinnertime.

MrsZulu-(smiles)whereisthathusbandofyours



vele?

MaSiwela-he'swithhisotherwife,hehadtoassist

herwithdinnerpreparations...(looksatMatemaand

Moses)webettermakeourwaytomyhouse,the

caterpeoplearewaitingforus..

MrsZulu-(smiles)wellMerryChristmas,enjoyand

besafe.

MrsGasa-whydon'tyouguysjoinusforthefamily

outingtomorrow?(LooksatMa'Siwela)isthat

okay?...

MaSiwela-(shakesherhead)yamubonakeumuntu

omnyama,uyamumemeyenaamemeabantubakhe

naye(youseehowablackpersonis,youinviteher

andsheinvitesherownpeople)

Theyallburstoutlaughing...

Shaka-(smiles)(shouts)Simi



Shestopsandsmileslookingathim..

Simi-Ididn'texpecttoseeyouhere,whereyouhere

thiswholetime?

Shaka-(shakeshishead)No,Icameverylate,Iwas

seatedattheback,soyoumarriedtoNelly'sbrother?

Simi-(nods)yeahunfortunately,uhmmhmmhowdo

youknowmysisterinlaw?

Shaka-letmeformallyintroducemyself,(shakesher

hand)thenameisShakaZulu..

Hereyeswidenwithshock...

Simi-you'reSbanibrother?Whydidn'tIseethat?But

howcouldI?Yourskintoneislight.

Shaka-uhmmyeah,soyoudecidedtoworkthings

outwithyourhusband?

Simi-(looksdown)uhmmyeah,heisthefatherof

mysonafterall...



...(silent)..

Simi-so,haveyoufinallyhadthecouragetoconfess

yourfeelingstothewomanyouweretellingme

about?

Shaka-(laughs)nah,Iwassoclosebutitcouldruin

somanyrelationships,Iamworkingonmoving

forward.(Looksather)youlookbeautifulbythe

way..

Simi-(blushes)thankyou,uhmmIhavetogo..

Shaka-(smiles)sayhitothelittleguyforme..

Simi-(smiles)Iwill...

Shewasabouttoleavewhenhecalledhername

again...

Shaka-uhmmweshouldgooutforcoffeeorlunch

sometimes,uhmmyou'reveryinterestingperson..



Simi-(smiles)Iwouldlikethat..

Theybidfarewelltooneanother....

Mbali-IshouldhavebeenNkanyezi'sGodmother,

she'stoocutethisone..

Nelly-(shakesherhead)Changiyala(Irefuse)wena

youwillteachmybabygirlhowtosuckdick,uyigozi

(youdangerous)

Theyalllaugh...

Zee-Iamsurethisoneevenspitsonhersausages

thewaysheissousedonsuckingdick.

Mbali-(laughs)don'tstartwena...

NkanyezismileslookingatMbali...



Mbali-(smiles)she'sdefinitelyteamdick..

Theyallburstoutlaughing...

Shaka-nikhulumangamandoda(youtalkingabout

men)

Nelly-(laughs)whendidyouarrive?..

HetakesNkanyeziawayfromMbali...

Shaka-verylate,Isatattheback.(LooksatZenande)

youokay?

Zee-(nods)yeah...

Mbali-(looksatthem)arewemissingsomething

here?

Shaka-kahlewenandabazabantu...

Theylaugh...



Sbaniwalksuptothem...

Zee-nanguGiddy...

Nelly-(laughs)notyoutoo..

Sbani-(looksatNelly)canwetalk?

Shaka-(looksatNelly)merryChristmas,Iwillcall

you...

HehandsMbaliNkanyeziandacknowledgeshis

brother,hetakesZeehandandtheywalktowards

thecars...

Mbali-youwillfindmenexttomycar..

Nelly-(smiles)okay..

Sheleaves....



Sbani-(looksather)youmadatme?

Nelly-(foldsherarms)whatdoyouthink?

Sbani-(sighs)babe,Iamsorry,Ijustgotheldupwith

otherthings.

...(silent)...

Sbani-(holdsherwaist)comeonbabe,please?

Nelly-(looksathim)Imissedyou,plusyoursonwas

actingup,notevenonetextorcalltoletmeknow

younotcoming,whatexactlywassoimportant?

Sbani-(bringsherclosertohim)Nothing(baby

kissesher)Idon'twanttofight,letbeangrylater,

rightnowIjustwanttospendtimewithmywoman

andkids,isthatokaywithyouMrsMe?

Heasksthatasheleansclosertoherlipswhile

ticklingher,shetriedsohardholdingherlaughter

butshefailedmiserably.Hislipsfoundhersand



theybothdancedtogether,thefamiliarityofeach

other'sscenthadthemforgettingtheywereoutside

achurchandinthepresenceoftheirfamilies....

Blessclearedhisthroat...

Sbani-(brokethekiss)yini?(What?)

Bless-Iwouldliketoremindyouthatwestillat

churchandbothyourfamiliesarewatching,ascute

asNkanyeziandNsikaare,Idon'tthinkwewould

liketowitnesslivehowtheyweremade..

NellytriedtomoveawayfromSbanibutheheldher

tightly...

Sbani-letgobabe,Iamdrivingyoubackhome..

Nelly-(smiles)youjoiningusforlunch?

Sbani-(squeezesherbuttcheek)uhmmnoIam

havinglunchwithmyfamilybutIwillfetchyoulater,



youspendingthenightwithme.

Bless-ain'tyougoingtoSipho'sChristmasdinner?

Sbani-(shakeshishead)Nah,(laughs)thoughI

wouldlovetobeaflyathishouse...

Nelly-(confused)why?

Sbani-(laughs)Iwilltellyouallaboutlovewhenwe

haveourgossipsessiontonight..

Theyalllaughastheymaketheirwaytothecars...

30minuteslater....

ATMASIWELA'SHOUSE....

Theywereallseatedonalongverticaltablefacing

oneanother,thecatershadsetlunchoutsidein

MaSiwela'sbackyard...



MrsGasa-(looksaround)youwentallout

MaNxumalo-(smiles)Iamnotsurprised..

Bless-IthinkiftheplacelookedlessthanWhatitis,

wewillallbequestioninghersanity..

Theyalllaugh...

MaSiwela-Ilovethefinerthingsinlife,thatwhyI

wouldhavenevermarriedastrictmanlikethis...

Shestoppednoticingshewasabouttosay

somethingthatsheshouldn't...

Nelly-(smiles)daddyDhasittoughwithyouMa..

Moses-(looksatNelly)youcallDondad?

Nelly-uhmmnotreallybuthe'sbeenafathertome

soIguesssometimesIdocallhimdad...



...(silent)...

MissNdawora-so,Nomvelohowisitbeingadoctor?

Nomvelo-(smiles)thebest,Ilovemyprofession.

KnowingthatIsavelivesforaliving,calmsmysoul

somehow..

MissNdawora-Iwantedtobecomeadoctortoo

whenIwasayounggirl..

Zee-(smiles)whatstoppedyou?

MissNdawora-(looksatMoses)uhmmbackthan

wedidn'thavetheopportunitiesthatyounowhave.

MaSiwela-whenIwasyoungIwantedtobea

housewife,IamevensurprisedIgavebirthtosmart

kids,IthoughtIwillberaisingblondesandsnobs..

Theyallburstoutlaughing...

Nhlanhla-wellyoukinderdidgetasnobwith

Mthoko..



MaSiwela-ohyeahumfundisi(thepastor)

Lungiey-(laughs)Mthokoisn'tasnob,he'sjust

gentlebynature,verykindsoul..

Simi-(looksatLungiey)wellyouwouldknowhim

betterwouldn'tyou?

...(silent)...

MrsGasa-(smiles)soNelly,how'sparenting?

Nelly-(smiles)challengingbutIamlearningdayby

day,ithelpsthatIhaveasupportingpartner.

MrsGasa-(smiles)youwillgetthere,youverylucky

tohavethatmanbyyourside..

MissNdawora-andbythelooksofthings,heain't

lettingyougoanytimesoon..

Nelly-(smiles)Idon'tthinkanyofusareplanningon

lettinggoever...

Moses-Ithinkyouwayoutofhisleague..



Bless-(looksathim)Ithinktheyfitperfectly

together...

Moses-he'sjustno....

NoticingMosesface,MaSiwelaquicklyinterrupts

himbeforehesaidanythingaboutSbani...

MaSiwela-theboyslookhandsome,whatdotheydo?

Nomvelo-TheyjustfinishedMatric,wewaitingfor

theirresultsnextmonth..

Nelly-(smiles)wellIamsureyouguysdidwell,you

looksmart..

Moses-IamsureBandiledidwell,andtheywill

definitelyaccepthimatthesharksacademy.He's

thebestatrugby.

Nelly-(impressed)soyouplayedattherugbyhigh

schoolsevens?

Bandile-(smiles)yeah,you'refanofrugby?

Nelly-ofcourse....(looksatSandile)whatdoyou



wanttodo?

Moses-whatdoesheknow?Allhedoesistalkto

himselfinsidehisroom.

Nomvelo-dad!!!(Sighs)Sandileisagreatrapper,he

performedattheMandela46664concert...

Bless-(smiled)youdropbars..

Sandile-(smiles)definitely,Ihavemyownrecording

studioathome..

Zee-Ithinkweshouldstartgettingyourautographs

TheyalllaughacceptforMoses...

ATZANDILE'SHOUSE...

Thandeka-(looksaround)chamuhleumuziwakho

oe(youhaveabeautifulhouse)

Zah-Thanks,can'ttakethecredit.Italltheinterior

designerswork.



Thandeka-(smiles)butnaweyouhavestyle...

Zah-wouldyoulikemetobringyouanythingtodrink?

Juice,wineorevencoffee?

Thandeka-uhmmwineplease..

Ma'Ncwane-greatchoice,phelaakukhonaikasister

Mariahlana,siyabuhlaba...

Shesaysthatwalkinginsidethekitchen....

Thandeka-(looksatZah)Ithinkbytheendofthe

night,yourmomandIwillbebestoffriends

Ma'Ncwane-(laughs)Nje!!!!

Thandeka-(smiles)whatcanIhelpwith?

Zah-uhmmmdoyouknowhowtobake?Ithinkwe

couldusesomecrunchycookies..

Thandeka-(smiles)bakingisoneofmystrengths...

Ma'Ncwane-Azisheke!!!



Shesaysthatthrowingheranapron...

MaNcwane-(whispers)forablackgirl,shesureisa

blondeone.

Zah-(laughs)Iamalsosurprised,Ididn'tthinkshe

wasthatdumb...

TheylaughasthewatchThandekaslaveawayinside

thekitchen.SiphoarriveshometogetherwithMrs

Zulu.HereyeswidenwhensheseesThandekainthe

kitchenwithanapronon...

MrsZulu-(looksatZandile)amImissingsomething?

Whatisshedoinghere?

Zah-ohIinvitedher...

MrsZulu-Ididn'tknowyoutwowerefriends.

Zah-wenotbutshe'sSipho'sfriend,rightbabe?

(LooksatSipho)

Sipho-(clearshisthroat)uhmmjeah...



Ma'Ncwane-(smiles)wherearethekidsandMrZulu?

MrsZulu-(smiles)wellitjustustoday,hewasso

tiredhedecidedtostayinwiththekids...

TheylaughastheybothwalktotheLoungearea...

Zah-letmegosetthetable..

Shekisseshischeekandleaveshimstanding.He

frustratedlywalkstothekitchenwhereThandekais.

Hedragsherbyherarmoutside...

Sipho-(angry)(grithisteeth)whatthefuckThandeka?

Thandeka-(removeshishand)whatyourproblem?

Sipho-ufunanilana?(Whatareyoudoinghere?)Do

youwantmywifetosuspectsomething?

Thandeka-shewon'thaveanythingtosuspectifyou

wouldjustchill.



Sipho-youneedtoleave,justtellhersomething

cameup.

Thandeka-(annoyed)Iwon'tdothat,justsuckitup

andacceptthatmeandyourwifeareactuallygoing

tobefriends.

Heangrilygrabbedherarm....

Sipho-(clenchedhisteeth)youleaving...

Thandeka-Fuckyou!!!..

Sipho-(looksather)IamwarningyouTee..

Thandeka-(annoyed)ifyoudon'tgetyourhandsoff

meIwillscreamsoloudthatyourmom,motherin

lawandwifewillcomingrunningandyouwillhaveto

explain,whyyoumanhandlingme?

Sipho-(looksather)youwouldn't..

Thandeka-(staresdeadathim)tryme...



Heviolentlypushedpasther,clickinghistongue.His

phonevibratedinsidehispocket,hetookitoutand

readthetextmessage...

"Ineedyou"

Hedeletedthemessageandwalkedtotheliving

roomwhereZandilewassettingthetable..

Sipho-babe,Iamheadingout.

Zah-younotjoiningusfordinner?

Sipho-(shakeshishead)nope,Ican'tlistentoyou

womentalkaboutshoesandmakeup...

Shewalksuptohimandwrapsherarmsaroundhis

neck,makinghimholdontoherwaist...

Zah-(babykisseshim)welldocomeback,Ihavea



surpriseforyoulater....

Sipho-(smiles)really?Whatareyouplanning?

Zah-Ican'ttellyou(bitesherlips)butitsomething

lacy,silkandawhip..

Hecouldfeelhismembergettingexcited....

Sipho-(smiles)suddenlyIdon'twanttoleave...

Zah-(shakesherhead)no,naughtyboy,leaveso

mamacanprepareasnackforyou..

Shespankedhisbumandlickedherbottomlip.He

laughedenjoyingthissideofhiswife...

30minuteslater....

Theladieswereallseatedaroundthetable...



MrsZulu-ngizokhuluphalaminanamhlanje(Iwill

gainweighttoday)

Zah-(laughs)itChristmas,youallowedtoindulge

yourself.

Thandeka-(smiles)IusedtobecautiousofwhatI

eatbutnowIjusteatwhatIwant..

Ma'Ncwane-goodforyoubaby,youlooklikeyou

hardlygainweight...ThinakaNcwanewenaturally

havebigbones,sowehavetowatchhowmuchwe

eatandwhatweeat...

Theycarryontalkingabouteverythingthatas

womentheycanrelatetoo,thatwasuntil

MaNcwaneaskedthequestion...

MaNcwane-soladies,howdoyoudealwitha

cheatinghusband?..

...(silent)...



MrsZulu-(looksather)isNcwanecheatingonyou

sisi?

MaNcwane-(shakesherhead)ohno.Hewouldn't

eventhinkaboutit.Backinthedayhecheatedon

me,Idon'tknowwherehegottheballstocheat

whenheknewverywellthatIwasanurse..

Thandeka-(clearedherthroat)whatdoyoumean?

MaNcwane-(laughs)(lookatThandeka)awaziukuthi

awufebinendodaenomfazioyinesi(don'tyouknow

youdon'tsleepwithamanwho'swifeisanurse?)

Thandeka-(looksaroundthetable)whyisthat?

Ma'Ncwane-siyajovanasisi!!!

TheyallburstoutlaughingwhileThandekachokes

onherdrink,makinghercoughuncontrollably...

Ma'Ncwane-giveherwater...

MrsZulu-(laughs)sowhatdidyoudotothegirl?



Ma'Ncwane-Igaveherherpes..

Thandekacoughsevenmoremakingherexcuse

herselffromthetable....

2hourslater....

ZandileandThandekastoodoutsidethehouse

talkingtobothMrsZuluandMaNcwanewhowere

leavinggoingtotospendthenighttogetheratthe

Zuluresidence...

Ma'Ncwane-(looksatThandeka)itwasnice

meetingyoubaby,Ihopetoseeyouagain..

MrsZulu-staysafe,itthefestiveseasonpeopleare

drunkontheroads..

Theysharehugsandtheywatchastheydriveout

theyard...



Zah-theseoldiestalktoomuch..

Thandeka-(laughs)theyalotoffun...Ngiyabonga

ZandileIhadagreattime..

Zah-surprisinglyIdidtoo..

Thandeka-(smiles)IthinkittimeIleavetoo...

Zah-uhmmbeforeyoudo,canyouhelpmewith

somethingfirst?

Thandeka-jeahsure...

Theywalkinsidethehouse,Zandilepicksuptwo

bottlesofwineandtheymaketheirwaytotheguest

bedroom.Shepouredherselfwine...

Zah-havesome..

Thandeka-ummIamdriving..

Zah-don'tbesuchaboreitChristmas...youcan

alwaysleaveyourcarbehindandcalluber..



Thandeka-(smiles)youright...

Shepouredherselfwinetoo,Zandilecamebackwith

twoshoppingbagsfromVictoriasecret...

Zah-Ineedyoutohelpmepicksomethingthat

Siphomightlike.

Thandeka-(gulpsherwine)uhmmbuthe'syour

husband,Ithinkyouknowwhathelikesthemost.

Zah-(rollseyes)yeah,yeahbutIneedyourinput,I

haveafeelingyouknowtoo..

Shestripsandtriesoutthefirstone...

Zah-howisthis?

Thandeka-(looksather)uhmm,ittoosafe,youneed

morestraps,SiphImeanmanlikestrapsorstrings

andyouneedsomethinglaceytoo....



Zandilelooksather,"thebitchevenknowswhather

husbandlikes"shethoughttoherself...

Zah-(smiles)youright...uhmmwhydon'tyoutry

sometoo..

Thandeka-uhmmno,no...

Zah-ohcomeon,Iboughtplenty,itwillbelikedress

up,please...

Thandeka-(thinks)....uhmm(smiles)Okay,okay...

Shejumpedexcitedandstartedstrippingherclothes

offtoo,theytriedseverallingerieuntiltheyboth

foundthemselvessatisfiedwithwhattheybothhad

on...

Zah-lettakepictures..



Theyposedlookingallsexy...

Thandeka-(smiles)Iamhavingsomuchfun...

Zah-metoo....uhmm...Iwanttoaskyousomething..

Thandeka-(looksather)whatisit?

Zah-uhmmyouknowIwanttogiveSiphothebest

Christmaspresentever.

Thandeka-whatdoyouhaveinmind?

Zah-(takesadeepbreath)itinvolvesyou..

Theybothstareateachother...

...(silent)...

Thandeka-(chokes)noway....JesusNo..

Zah-pleaseIknowittoomuchbutIcouldn'tthinkof

abetterperson,Ngiyakucela(Please)



Shegotupfromthebedandpacedaroundtheroom,

shecouldn'tbelievewhatZandilewasaskingher.I

meanitcouldn'tbethatbad,shehassleptwith

Siphobeforebutnowshewillgettodoitwithhis

wifehere.Athreesome,doesshehavetheguttodo

it...

Thandeka-(satdown)Idon'tknowwhattosay...

Zah-sayyes..

Thandeka-hmmokay...Okay...

Zandilesmiledandgotup...

Zah-letsetthemoodthan...

Shetookadeepbreathandrememberedher

mother'swords"revengeisbitterbeforeitsweet",so

onelastbreath,sheplacedherwineglassonthe



sideandwalkedtowardsthebedwhereThandeka

wasseated.Shetookherwineglassandplacediton

thesideaswell,theybothlookedateachother,she

couldn'tbelieveshewasabouttoplaceherlipson

thisbitch.Shetracedthetipofherfingersaround

herchest,gunningforherbreast,withoutbreaking

theeyecontactsheloweredherbodytohers,

pushingThandekatolayflatonthebed.Sittingon

topofher,sheloweredherselfevenmoreandher

lipsfoundhers,shecouldfeelThandeka'sbody

betrayingher,rubbingherbreastwithonehandwhile

theothertraveleddowntohervirgina..

Thandeka-(softvoice)Zandile...

Shestoppedkissingherandburiedherfaceonher

neckasshecountedtothreeonherheadandher

fingersfoundThandeka'sclit,makinghermoan

whileZandiletriedveryhardtosuppressthe

disgust...



Zandile-(babykissedher)letgetreadyfordaddy...

ShegotupfromherandleftThandekafeeling

flashedonthebed.Zandilerushedoutandwentto

herbedroomgoingstraighttothebathroom...

Zah-(disgusted)ew,ew!!!Arghhh....

Aftershefinishedwashingormorelikescrubbing

herhands,shegrabbedabottleofbabyoiland

walkedbacktotheguestroom...

Zah-applythis,wewantourskinsmoothandready...

Thandeka-(smiles)Ifeellikeateenageragain...

Zah-(fakesmiles)Iamabouttodisciplinethefuck

outofyou...

Thandeka-isitwrongthatwhatyoujustsaidturns

meon...



Zah-(shakesherhead)youwillrememberthisnight

fortherestofyourlife...

Shesaidthatwinkingatherandwalkingoutthe

room.Onherwaytothekitchenshesentoneofthe

picturestheytookwithThandekatoSipho...

Image

"Happymeal"

Sent...

WithinjustsecondsSiphocalled...

Zah-Mageba..

Sipho-whatisthis?Zandile?

Zah-comehomeandseeforyourself,don'tkeepus

waiting,wemightjuststarttouchingourselves...



Sipho-Fuckwhat...

Shehangedupandclickedhertongue...

30minuteslater...

Theyheardacarpullupinthedriveway.They

lookedateachother.Thandekasuddenlyfelt

nervouswhileZandilecouldn'twaittogether

punishmentstarted...

Zah-letgowelcomeSanta..

Shewalkedouttheroom,Thandekafollowed

nervouslyafterher.Siphogotinsidethehouseand

wasmetbybothwomeninnothingbutstringson,

thelaceleavingnothingtohisimagination...



Zah-(seductively)shouldwestartsingingjingle

bellsSanta?

Hegottonguetied,thesightwasjusttoomuch,on

hisway,hethoughtwhenhegotherehewasgoing

toputastoptothisnonsensebutrightnow,

bazookawastooexcited..

ZahheldThandeka'shandandtheywalkedtowards

wherehewasstanding.Shestartedkissinghim,

whichhehungrilyresponded,afterafewseconds

shebrokethekissandlookedatThandeka,signaling

hertokissSipho.ShenervouslylookedatSipho,

wholookedbackather,theybothslowlyleanedin,

withinsecondstheirlipscrashedtooneanother.

Zandilecouldfeelherstomachturnbutsheknew,it

willallbeoversoon...

Zah-whydon'tyoutoogoupstairstotheguestroom,

haveSantaheremoisturizedandIwillbeupsoon

withourtoys...



Them-toys?

Zah-(smiles)yes,whatisChristmaswithouttoys?

Sipho-(smiles)oh,Igetit,Santa,toys..

Zah-exactly...

Shewatchedthemasthewentupthestairsand

insidetheguestroom.Nowitwascrunchtime.She

walkedtoherbedroom,dressedinhersexyscrubs,

tiedherweaveintoabun.Gatheredhermedicalbag

withhernotforgettingherwhip.Shequicklywentto

thekitchen,grabbingthecrushedchillies,shewore

herglovesandrubbedthemonthewhipandleather

belt.Aftershewasdone,shetookabottleofwater

fromthefridgeandplaceditinsidethemedicalbag.

Shepouredfiveshotsofvodkaandgulpedthem

down.Takingonelastbreath...

Zah-operationkhiphaubufebe,showtime..

Sheplacedthebagandwhipandbeltoutsidethe



guestroom,sheenteredtheroomandfoundthem

spooning...

Zah-startedwithoutmehuh?

Sipho-(smiles)youtooktoolong,Santawas

impatient...

Zah-(seductively)suchanaughtySanta,Ithinkyou

bothdeservetobepunishedbythesexynurse...

Thandeka-ooohhh,Ifeelmybloodpressurerising...

Zah-(smirks)toosoon...

Shebentunderthebed,takingthehiddentwosetof

handcuffsexposingherbuttwholetothebothof

them...

Sipho-shit...

Zah-bad,bad!!!Youneedpunishment...



ShethrewonesetofhandcuffstoThandeka...

Zah-(commanded)cuffhim...

Andsoshedidjustthat.Zandilesatonhimand

startedmovingbackandforthslowly...

Sipho-(groans)fuck!!!

ShestoppedandturnedtoThandeka,theystarted

makingoutinfrontofhim.Hewassofuckingturned

on,butwithhishandscuffedhecouldn'ttouch...

Zah-nowIneedtocuffyoubaddie....nurseBettyon

amission...

SheseductivelylaidhernexttoSiphoonthebedand



cuffedherhandstoo.Shesmirkedandmovedfrom

themgoingoutsideandreturningwiththemedical

bagwithher.Takingoutemptyneedlesandthe

bottleofwater,theywatchedasshefilledthewater

insidethetwoneedles...

Zah-nurseBettyisgoingtogiveyoutwobaddies

someloyalinjection...

Seeingthatitjustwatertheyrelaxed,butwhen

Zandilebentdownsheexchangedtheneedleswith

waterwiththeneedleswithAlprostadildrug...

5minuteslater...

Sipho-(feelinghot)somethingiswrong

Thandeka-(looksaround)whatgoingon?

Zandilecameinsidetheroomnowwearing



tracksuits....

Thandeka-Zandile(looksather)..

Zah-youtwothoughtyousmarthuh?Youthought

youhadeverythingfiguredoutandwenaSipho,did

youreallythingIamthetypeofwomantogiveyoua

threesome?Isyourbrainfilledwithsomuchsperm

thatyoufailedtoevenseethatI,Zandile,yourwife

willneverdosuchfilthyact.

Hetriestowigglehimselfoutbutthecuffsare

placedaroundasteelpole,whichhefailedtosee...

Sipho-(angry)uncuffme..

Shelaughedshakingherhead...

Zah-Ihaveinjectedbothofyouwithadrugcalled

Alpostradil,itnormallycalledtheEDdrug,usedby



mostlymenwhohavetroublesgettingtheirpenises

erect.ButtheoneIinjectedyouwithhasatwisttoit.

Oneitillegal,twoitmixedwithViagraandCialis....

Theybothlookather,sherolledhereyes...

Zah-letmeeducateyoudummies.WhatAlpostradil

doeswhenoverdosedisitcreateswhatwecall

praipism,whichiswhatwecallaprolongederection.

Youknowhowwhenyourpenisejaculates,your

bloodvesselsstayrelaxedeventhoughyouno

longerarousedbutinthecaseofpraipism,sincethe

dorsalvienisstillconstricted,theextrabloodflow

staysinyourpenisinsteadofflowingbackout,when

thishappensallthatpentbloodwillmakeyourpenis

feelunusuallyhard,swollenandverypainful..

Siphocouldfeelsweatrunningdownhisbody,part

ofhimdoesn'twanttobelieveZandile,especially

sincehesawherdrawwaterfromthebottle,butthe

seriousnessfromherface,tellshim,she'snot



playing...

Thandeka-(panicking)what...whataboutme?

Zah-(looksather)what'saboutyounondidwa?...

(laughs)ohyouwanttoknowwhatwillhappento

you?Ohwellitprettymuchthesamewithyoutoo.

Yourclitoriswillstartswellingupandofcourseitwill

beverypainfulforyoutoo,foryourcaseifprolonged

withoutbeingtreateditmightcausefibrosis..

Thandeka-(teary)youevilwoman,unguSatan

onezipondouqobolwakhewena

Zandilelaughedasshetookher"imvubu"andheldit

inherhands...

Zah-Ninaningijwayelakabi.....

ShegaveSiphoonewhiponthesideofhistigh,the

chillionthe"imvubu"stungonthealreadyburning



bodyofhis.Hecriedoutbegginghernottodothis...

Zah-(looksatThandeka)kuyadliwalokhongakini?
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ATZANDILEANDSIPHO'SHOUSE...

AftergivingascreamingSipho5whips,shedragged

herdresserchairandsatoppositethem.Shecould

alreadyseetheeffectsofthedrugslowlyworking,

thesweatandstresslinesonherhusband,the

pokingnipplesonthebitchnexttohim...

Sipho-(groans)Zah,stopthis,uzoboshwa..

Thandeka-(squeezesherthighs)Iamdefinitely

takingyoutocourt..



Zah-(smirks)Idon'tthinkso...

Thandeka-(trystocontrolherbreathing)watchme

doit,didyoureallythinkyouwouldgetawaywith

whatyoudoing?

Zah-uhmmmletmesee..(pretendstothink)...

actuallyyesandIwill.

Thandekashutshereyesforafewseconds,

suppressingthepainfromherthrobbingswollen

clit....

Thandeka-youdelusional..

Zah-(laughs)(shakesherhead)Nobitch,you're

delusional.DoyouthinkIwouldgothroughsuch

lengthsandnothaveeverytrackcovered.(Rolls

eyes)ofcourseIknewyourdumbasswillthreatento

sue,soIgotmyselfprepared...

Sipho-(looksather)whatdoyoumean?



Zandilelaughsandlooksatherhusband....

Zah-(smiles)easytheretiger,don'truinthismoment

byrushingme...(looksathishardstanding

dick)(licksherlips)hmmthatlooksappetizing,don't

youthinkhoe?(LooksatThandeka)

Thandekaclickshertongueandlookstheother

way...

Zah-(smirks)nci,nci,nci...arewefeelingshy?Like

seriouslyukhophozelaumthondowendodayami?

(Laughssarcastically)youpathetic...

Shestandsupfromherchairannoyedandlooksat

them...

Zah-(seriousface)youknowwhatmakingmeangry?

Noneofyouhasthoughtaboutapologisingtome,or



atleasttryjustifyingyourdirty,filthyactionsbutno,

insteadwehaveanangryhusbandandhismistress

blushingatthesightofhisharddick.

Niyanginyanyisa(youdisgustme)

Sheclickshertongueandwalksouttheroom.

Siphoshutshiseyes,thepainhewasfeelingwas

nothinghehaseverfeltbefore.Itwaslikesomeone

deepfreezedhiserectpenis.Andthesightofa

nakedThandekanexttohimwasn'texactlyhelping

thesituation...

Thandeka-weneedtogetoutofhere...

...(silent)...

Thandeka-umfaziwakhouyahlanya,usangene(your

wifeiscrazy,she'smad)



...(silent)...

Whenhedoesnotrespondtoher,sheturnsand

looksathim,findinghimlaidnexttoher,withhis

eyesshut,shecouldseetheamountofpainhewas

feeling,itwasevidentthathehaditmoreroughthan

her.Sureherclitwasathrobbingpainfulmessbutit

wasquitemanageablefornow,squeezingherthighs

togetherwashelpfulalittle.Shecouldn'timaginethe

painthathewasexperiencingbuttheveinspopping

onhisforeheadandpenissaidalot...

Thandeka-areyouokay?

Sipho-(grithisteeth)(annoyed)ucabanganiwena?

(Whatdoyouthink?)

Thandeka-okaymaybethatwasastupidquestionto

ask..

Sipho-(pissed)damnrightitwas....

ATMASIWELA'SHOUSE...



Lunchwasasuccess,thoughtheyweremoments

whereitbecameveryawkwardespeciallywhenit

cametoMosesandSandile....

Nelly'sphonevibrated,shewalkedawayfromthe

crowdandwenttoamorequietplace...

Nelly-hello..

Sbani-isthathowweanswerthephonenow?

Nelly-(rollseyes)(smiles)babe?

Shelooksatthescreenandindeedithim..

Sbani-Iamguessingyoujustlookedatyourscreen?

Nelly-(smiles)yep,whatup?

Sbani-can'tIcheckuponmywomannow?

Nelly-wellifthatthecase,Iwouldhaveyouknow



thatyouaresonotmissedMrZulu...

Sbani-(smiles)wooooo,yourwordscutdeepmuntu

wami..

Nelly-(laughs)youstillcomingright?

...(silent)...

Nelly-right?

Sbani-uhmmbabe,Iwashoping...

Nelly-(frowns)NO!!!Idon'twanttohearit..

Sbani-babeIpromisetomakeituptoyou,Ijust

needtotakecareofafewthings..

Nelly-(annoyed)likewhat?Areyoucheatingonme?

Sbani-WHAT??!!ofcoursenot,whywouldyoueven

thinkthat?

Nelly-Idon'tknowyoutellme?Youhavebeenvery

distancelately..

Sbani-(frowns)andthefirstthingthatpopsinyour



headisIamcheating?

Nelly-(annoyed)Idon'tknow,whyareyousuddenly

sosecretive?

Sbani-(sighs)babe,Idon'twanttofight,look..

Nelly-(pissed)Noyoulook,ifyoustillwantmeas

yourwoman,youbettergetyourasshere...

Shefrustratedlycutthecall,takingafewdeep

breathstryingtocalmherselfdown....

Moses-Amanwillalwaysletyoudown..

SheturnedaroundandfoundMosesstandingthere

lookingather...

Nelly-(fakesmile)MrGasa

Moses-(shakeshishead)Ithoughtwespokeabout

theformalities,callmebabababy..



Nelly-(clearsthroat)uhmmokay....

Moses-thatZuluboytroublingyou?

Nelly-NoMrGauhmImeanbaba..

Moses-whatIheardandyourfacesaysadifferent

story,comeontalktome..

Nelly-itnothingreally,justamisunderstandingthat

all..

Mosesstaresather,thereisnothinghewishes

morethantotellherthathe'sherfather...

Moses-(sighs)don'ttakethisthewrongwaybutI

feellikeyoudeservemore,Iknowyoucandobetter

thanhim..

Nelly-he'severythingandmoretome.Iknowfor

somereasonyoudon'tlikehimbutthatbecauseyou

bothhavestrongpersonalitiesandthatcancause

peopletoarguealot,justlikeyouandSandile.

Moses-(smirks)youtoosmart,switchingituplike



that..

Nelly-uhmmdon'ttakethisthewrongwayaswell

butwhydoyoutreatyoursonlikethat?Whycan't

youlethimbehimself?Whydoyouwanttoturnhim

tosomeonehe'snot?

Sandile-umoshaiskhathisakho?(Youwastingyour

time)hewon'tansweryou...

Sandilesaysthatwalkingfrombehindthem...

Sandile-(looksatNelly)"Our"fatherisaveryselfish

bas...

Moses-(giveshimadeathstare)watchyourmouth

Boy!!!...

Sandile-uzokwenzanibaba?(Whatareyougoingto

dodad?)Whatmorecanyoupossiblysayordo?

Moses-yousee?(LooksatNelly)thisisexactlywhy

hewillalwaysfallshortoutofallmychildren..



Nellygaspsholdinghermouth,shecouldseethe

hurtvisibleinSandile'sfacebuthequicklymaskedit

witharrogance...

Sandile-Iguessthedifferencebetweenmeandmy

siblingsis,IactuallydonotgiveaFuck...

WithoutwarningMosesfistlandedonSandile'sleft

cheek,makinghimstamblebackandcausingNelly

toscreamalittle,alertingeveryone...

Nelly-(looksatMosesindisbelief)he'sakid,young,

rebellious,onethatcryingoutforyoutoseehim,

acknowledgehim...

ShestepstowardsSandileandtrieshelpingbut

Sandilewalksaway,bumpingintoBlessshoulder...

Bless-wooo,watchitbrother,waitisthatblood?



ButSandiledoesn'tstop,hefrustratedlyrushesout

theyard...

Bless-(looksatMoses)caretoexplain?

Moses-(pissed)Idon'thavetimeforSandile'sBS..

Bless-(clickshistongue)whyamInotsurprised?

Whendoyouactuallyhavetimeforanyofyourkids?

"MrIsavetheworld",whoissavingyourson?

Bandile-Dad?youstillhere?whatgoingon?Ijust

sawSandilerushingoutofhere,helookedangry..

Moses-notnowson..

Mvelo-(annoyed)Ican'tbelieveyoudad,yourfist

really?Whatifyoubrokehisjaws?

Bandile-(eyesopen)youpunchedhim?(Looksat

Moses)

Nelly-(looksatthem)Iamgoingtosearchforhim..

Bandile-Iamcomingtoo..



Bless-itnotsafe,itlate...

Nelly-exactly,hecan'tbewanderingaroundalone..

Bless-okay,Iamcomingtoo..

Mvelo-waitforme..

TheyallrushoutleavingMosesstandingalone.He

walksinsidethehouseandfindsZenandeclearing

out.Feelingsomeone'spresenceshestopsand

looksatthedoor...

Zee-uhmmMrGasa..

Moses-(smiles)uhmmZinhleright?

Zee-(smiles)No,itZenande..

Moses-ohforgiveme,Iamgettingold.(Looksather)

youlooksomuchlikeMathoandmydaughteritvery

scary..

Theybothlaugh...



Zee-Ithoughtalltheoldiesleft?

Moses-(chuckles)isthatwhatwearehuh?Oldies?

Zee-(laughs)uhmmmaybenot..

Moses-(smiles)IwashopingIsaygoodbyetomy

grandchildren..

Zee-uhmmokay,Nsikaisalreadyasleepbut

Nkanyeziisverymuchawake,Icantakeyouto

them..

Moses-leadtheway...

ShewalksupstairswithMosesfollowingher....

20minuteslater....

Sbani'scarparksinsidetheyard,hewalksoutthe

car,shockedas



whythegatewasleftopenlikethis,Tobiisnowhere

tobeseenaswell.Thereisn'ttoomuchnoise.When

Mosesmenseehim,theystophim...

Sbani-(looksathim)whatthefuck?

Man-sirIcannotletyoupasswithoutclearance..

Sbani-(raisesabrow)clearance?Thefuck!!!

Clearancefromwho?Justmoveoutmyway.

Man-sirpleasedon'tmakethishard,justwaitwhileI

getclearance..

Sbani-(laughsindisbelief)Iamreallyhavingabad

night,ifyouknowwhatgoodforyou,youwillmove

yourassoutmyway..

Man2-Iwillhaveyouwarnedthatfightingmy

colleaguewillbeabadideasir..

Sbaniseestheothermanreachingforagun,he

shakeshishead...



Sbani-(pissed)bunchofbitches....

Man1-excuseme?

Sbani-(giveshimthedeathstare)wellareyou

gettingyourclearanceformetoseemyown

childrenandgirlfriendoryougoingtohaveyourugly

assstareatmethewholenight?

Man2-children?(Looksatman1)youtheguythat

waswiththeyoungmiss?

Sbani-(annoyed)whatdoyouassholesthink?

TheybothlookateachotherandthanlookatSbani,

recognizingthatitindeedhim,theyfeelsomewhat

stupid...

Sbani-whenyoufinishhavingyourlightbulb

moment,canIgoseemyfamily..

Man2-weapologizesir,itjustyourclothing(looksat

him)wehadahardtimerecognizingyou..

Sbani-(clickedhistongue)yeahwhatever...



Hefrustratedlywalkspastthem.....

Sbani-ohfuckno!!!Yougottobekiddingme..

HesaysthatwhenhiseyeslandonMosescarrying

hisdaughter...

Moses-(looksathim)youlooklikeyoujustcame

fromdiggingagrave.

Sbani-yeah,onewhichIplantoburyyourasson,

givememydaughter?

Moses-seriously??Haveyoulookedatyourself?

Beforehecouldaskaboutwhereeveryoneis,Nelly

walksinsideherroom,shockedtoseeMoseswith

NkanyezibutevenmoreshockedtoseeSbani

lookinglikeagravedigger.Hehadonblue

municipalityoveralls,theyweresodirty...



Nelly-(looksatSbani)whatareyoudoinghere?

Sbani-(annoyed)packupandletgo..

Nelly-excuseme?(Foldsherarms)

Sbani-youfuckingwantedmehere,nowIam.Now

packup,youknowwhatdon'tpack,thekidshave

extraclothesinmyhouse,letgo..

Moses-Idon'tlikeyourtoneboy,Idon'tthinkshe

doestoo..

Sbani-(irritated)yeahIamsurethe"fatherofthe

year"awardwillgotoyou...

SbanilooksatNellywiththe"whatthefuckareyou

waitingforlook?"....

Nelly-(annoyed)Idon'tappreciate(looksatMoses)..

Notwantingtofightinfrontofhim,themanalready



doesn'tlikeSbani,notthatitmatterswhetherhe

likeshimornotbutsheneverwantstogivepeople

powertoscrutinizeorhaveopinionsabouther

relationship...

Beforeshecantalk,BlessingtogetherwithNomvelo

walkin,theireyeslandonSbani,Blessgiveshimthe

look...

Nomvelo-(looksatSbani)Jesusyoulookreallybad..

Bless-whendidyougethere?

Sbani-notsolongago?Wherewereyouguys?

Mvelo-longstorybutIamsureyourwomanherewill

updateyou.(Smiles)wellpeopleIthinkwehaveto

callitanight

Sbani-(looksathiswatch)itactuallyearlyhoursof

themorning..

Nelly-(looksatSbani)areyouserious?



Henods,shewalksandtakesNkanyezifrom

Moses...

Nelly-Ineedtoputthisonetosleep...

Mvelo-dad?Letgo..

MoseskissesNkanyeziforeheadandgivesSbania

lookbeforehewalksouttheroom...

Sbani-Ireallydon'tlikethatman...

Nomvelobidsfarewelltoeveryoneandleavestoo...

Sbani-areyoualsoleaving?

Bless-(shakeshead)nah,Iamsleepinghere,Bonolo

iswithmymom,Idon'tfeellikedrivingthislate.

Sbani-(looksatNelly)areyouleavingwithmeor

what?



Nelly-(sighs)itlate,theroadsarefilledwithdrunk

people.

Sbani-okay,seeyouinthemorning..

Nelly'seyeswiden...

Nelly-(irritated)really???...

Sheclickshertongueandwalksouttheroom,

leavingthemlookingateachother..

Bless-(laughs)youmusthaveadeathwish..

Sbani-(brusheshisface)Iwastryingtodig"her"out

tonight....

Blessbodystiffen,theybothlookateachothernot

breakingthestare,Iguesshewasn'treadyforwhat

hisbestfriendjustsaid....



InsideMosesSUV...

Moses-Rememberiaskedyoutolookinto

SbanisezweZulu,Ithinkittimeyougaveme

everythingthatyoufoundaboutthatZuluboy.

Man2-yessir..

Moses-(looksatMan1)IwantyoutogotoHQand

lookintoeverycamerawehaveinthecity,Iwantto

knowwhereexactlythatboywastonight..

Man1-yesboss...

Moses-(smirks)IamcomingforyouZulu...

ATZANDILEANDSIPHO'SHOUSE

Theyhavebeensittinghereforhoursinthemost

excruciatingpainthattheybothhaveeverfelt.They

haven'tseenZandileeversinceshelefttheroom...



Thandeka-(sniffs)ohmygod,Ican'ttakethis

anymore...

...(silent)...

Thandeka-(shouts)ZANDILE!!!!!!!!ZANDILE!!!!!!!!

ShelooksatSiphonexttoherwhoissowetfromall

thesweat,hisdarkskintonehasturnedashadeof

navyorisitgreenormayberedbutyoucouldsee

he'sreallygoingthroughthemost.Shetriestohave

herbodymoveupwardssoshecanbelaidontopof

him..

Sipho-(angry)WHATTHEFUCKAREYOUDOING?

Thandeka-Iamtryingtohelpyououthere,tohelp

usboth...

Sipho-BYSITTINGONMYDICK?



Thandeka-(annoyed)Idon'tknowokay,butmaybeit

willeasethepain.Shedidgiveusadrugwith

Viagra...

...(silent)...

Thandeka-Ithinkweshouldjustdoit...
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Twodayslater...

ATMTSHIGWANEFARMS

Nomusawassittingaloneoutside,starringinto

nothingbutthehills....



Gogo-Musa!!

...(silent)...

Gogo-Musa!!!!

...(silent)...

Gogo-MUSA!!!!!!

Shesnapsoutofherthoughtsandturnsseeingher

grandmotherstandingbehindherwithherhands

placedonherwaiststarringather...

Nomusa-(clearsherthroat)(whispers)Gogo

Gogo-(sighs)kwenzakalaningawemtanami?Soloke

ubukekaudumelenje.(Whathappeningwithyoumy

child?You'vebeendepressed)



Nomusa-(looksdown)luthoGogo(nothingGogo)

Hergrandmother'swalksandsitsnexttoher,she

takesherhandintohersandlooksatherdirectlyto

hereyes...

Gogo-(smiles)youhavealwaysbeenabadliarmy

child..

Nomusa'seyeswiden,shockedhearingher

grandmotherspeakEnglishbutmoreshockedat

howexcellentandfluentshespokeit,justlikeBless

sister,Nelly...

Nomusa-you..uya...

Gogo-(smiles)ngiyaziunemibuzoeminingikodwa

asiqalengawe(Iknowyouhavequestionsbutlet

startwithyou)thanIpromisetotellyouastoryof

whyIspeakEnglishsofluently.



Nomusa-okay...nginovaloukuthimhlampeiphupho

lamilokufundangekelenzeke,uBabangiyamubona

ukuthiakayizwakahlelentoyamiyokuyaeThekwini

ngiyofunda,nalaphaBle..unomzaneNdaworaakaze

afone.(Iamnervousthatmydreamofstudyingwill

nothappen,Icanseedadisnotconvincedonthe

ideaofmegoingtoDurbanandstudying,Mr

Ndaworaontheotherhandhasnotcalled).

HergrandmotherstaresatherbutNomusaquickly

divertshereyessomewhereelse,afraidher

grandmotherwillseerightthroughher.Gogosmiles

lookingatNomusaknowingexactlywhatthereal

issueis...

Gogo-(looksatthehills)theywerehereinourvillage

tobuild"Ndladlamaprimaryschool"whenIfirstmet

him(smiles)...

Nomusa-(looksatGogo)whenyoufirstmetwho?

Gogo-(rollseyes)lalelaNomusa(listenNomusa),I

amtellingyouastory.



Gogo-asIwassaying,theywereheretobuildthe

villagefirstschool,wordaroundthevillagespread

thatamabhunu(Afrikaneers)arehere,ofcoursethis

wasanewexperiencetoeveryonearoundhere,you

onlygotachancetoseepeopleofcolorwhenyou

wenttothecity,plusAfrikaneerswerepopular

becauseoftheApartheidregime,whichwasstill

verymuchalivearoundthattime.OnedayIwasby

theriverfetchingwaterwhenIsawthem,myfather

alwaystoldmetorunwheneverIcameacross

amabhunuorwhitepeoplesowhenmyeyesmethis,

IwascaptivatedbytheintensityinthembutI

snappedoutofitwhentheothertwomenhewas

withsawme.(Laughed)Ileftmybucketthereand

ranformylife,IcouldhearthemlaughatmebutI

didn'tstop..

Nomusa-(laughs)kwasekwenzakalani?(What

happenedafter?)

Gogo-(smiles)Itoldmyfatherandsoheandafew

villagemenwenttotherivertogetwaterformy

housebecausehedidn'twantmegoingbackthere.

LaterthatnightIwaswashingtheplatesweusedto



eatdinneroutside,myparenthadalreadygoneto

theirrondaveltosleep.Ahandcoveredmymouth,

theotherhandwrappedaroundmywaistandcarried

mebehindoneoftherondavels,Iwasscaredand

shivering,myheartwaspounding.Heplacedme

downbuthisonehandstillcoveringmymouth,he

spokehisEnglish,ofcourseIdidn'tunderstanda

thing,butitwashiseyesthattoldmethathewas

differentfromhispeople.Hereachedforhispocket

andhandedmeanote.HesmiledatmeandI

watchedhimdisappearintothenight..

Nomusa-(smiles)yayithiniincwadiGogo(Whatdid

thelettersay?)

Gogo-(smiles)itwasn'treallyaletterbuthehad

someonewriteitinisiZulu,wayefunaukuthi

ngimubonengosukuolulandelayoemfulweni(he

wantedmetomeetupwithhimthefollowingdayby

theriver)

Nomusa-didyougo?

Gogo-(shakesherhead)NO!!!Myfatherhadinstilled

howbrutalamabhunuwere,youhavetounderstand



asmesmerizinghiseyeswerebutIcouldn'ttrust

him..

Nomusa-whatdoes"mesmerizing"meanGogo?

Gogo-itmeans"ukuchazeka",whenyoudrawnto

something.Don'tworrywhenyougettoDurbanyou

willknowwhatallthebigwordsmean.(Smiles)your

curiousnessremindsmeofmyyoungerself,Iwas

likeyou.

Nomusa-(smiles)sowhenyoudidn'tmeetupwith

him,whathappened?

Gogo-(smiles)justlikehesneakeduponmethe

previousnight,hedidthesameonthefollowing

dayspersuingme,untilIfinallygavein.Myfather

allowedmetogobacktomydutyoffetchingwater

bytheriverandthatwherewewouldmeet.Itcrazy

howIdidn'tunderstandasinglewordhespokebut

whatIfeltwhenIwaswithhimwasmorepowerful

thanactualwordsspoken,justonelookintohiseyes

Iknewwhathewassayingandsodidhe.Thathow

wefoundthespotwhichyoulikeverymuchtohide

at,bytheriver,thatwherewealsohidourselves,we



wouldstayineachother'sarmsthewholeday

withoutsayinganything,justhappytobeinthe

presenceofeachother.Hecouldn'tstayinour

villageforlongbecausehewasjusttheQuantity

Surveyerperson,whenheneededtogobacktothe

city,heaskedmetogowithhim...

Nomusa-(looksatGogo)wavuma?(Didyouagree?)

Gogo-(shakesherhead)No,Icouldn'tleavemy

family.

Nomusa-(sad)kwaphelakanjalonje?(Thathowit

ended?)

Gogo-emvakweminyakaemithathu(afterthree

years)myfathermarriedmeofftoyourgrandfather

butIwassorebellious,thedaymymothertookme

toeThekwinitobuyadressformywedding,Hesaw

me,hewaswithanotherwhitegirlwhichwashis

girlfriendatthetimebuthemanagedtogetme

alone,heaskedmetostaywithhim,Iagreed

becauseIdidn'tloveyourgrandfather.ThathowI

ranawayfromhome.

Nomusa-(shocked)(confused)butyoumarried



mkhulu?

Gogo-(sighs)(nods)everheardofstarcrossed

lovers?Thatwasus.Asbeautifulandfireburning

ourlovewas,weweretwodifferentpeople,alotwas

againstus,eventhecountry'slawwasagainstus.

Ourunionwasacrime.Thetwoyearswestayed

togetherwerethemostbeautifultwoyearsofmy

entireexistencebuthisfamilyfoundusand

threatenedme,wetookthemlightly,(looksdown)

theyhadmyfatherfiredfromthemines,whenwe

didn'tstop,theyhadhimkilled.Butthelaststraw

waswhentheypushedouroneyearsontothepool

andhedrowned.(Teary)Theysaiditwasan

ancidentbutIknewwhattheyhaddone,whenI

comfrontedthem,itjustshowedhow"invisible"I

wastothem.TheyhadthepowerandIwasnothing

butablackietakingchances.(Sniffs)Afterthedeath

ofoursonIpackedmybagsandcamebackhome

butmymotherdidn'twantme,sheblamedmefor

myfather'sdeath...

Nomusa-(teary)wheredidyougo?

Gogo-welltraditionallyIwasalreadymarried



becauseyourgrandfather'sfamilyhadalreadypaid

lobola,soIwenttomyhusband'shome,hehad

takenanotherwifebuttheycouldn'tchasemeout,

traditiondidn'tallowthemsoIwasbuiltarondavel

whichIweretostayinandthathowmylifewithyour

grandfatherbegin.

Nomusa-(sad)didyoueverseehimagain?

Gogo-"Alfred"thatwashisnameandNo,Inever

sawhimagain,Ididn'twanttoo.(Sighs)yourfather

beingreluctantonyouleavingisallbecausehe

heardstoriesabouthowI,hismotherranawayfrom

home,conspiredwithamabhunuwholaterkilledmy

fatherandnotforgettingthatI"bitched"aroundin

thecityandwhenthewhitemankickedmeoutI

camebackwithnothing.Hedoesn'twantyou

repeatingmypast,himandyourgrandfatherhave

workedhardinbuildingtheThusiname.

Nomusa-(looksdown)timeshavechangedkodwa

Gogo,BabaisaNdunaofthevillage,Itrusthe

knowsbetter.

Gogo-(brushesherhand)hedoesbutyouhis



previousdaughter,akafuniudlalweabafanaMusa,

uBabawakhoukufunelaimpiloengconokodwa

uyaziukuthiukuzelokhokwenzekekumele

akudedeleuboneumhlaba(hedoesn'twantyouto

beplayedbyboys,yourfatherwantsyoutohavea

betterlifebuthealsoknowsforthattohappenhe

hastoletyouexploretheworld)andthatthehardest

partforhim,givingyouyourwings,lettingyougo...

Nomusa-(pouts)uBabakumeleangethembe,

athembezonkeizifundisoanginikezona(dadneeds

totrustme,trustinthelifelessonshegaveme).

Gogo-(looksather)Iprayyourwingsflyyouinthe

correctdirectionbaby.IhopeMrNdaworatreatsyou

thewayinwhichyoudeservetobetreated..

Nomusawidenhereyeslookingathersmirking

grandmother"howdidsheknow?",feelingtheheat

onhercheeks,shelookstheotherway...

Gogo-(smiles)ohyes,ImaybeoldbutIamnot

stupid.Ubukekaemudalakodwa(helooksold,but)I



foroneknowthatloveknowsnoage,race,gender.

Musaasdrawnyouaretothatman,don'tforgetyour

purpose,yougoingtothecitytochangeyourlife,

youluckythatloveasmadeitwaytoyoubutthat

manlookslikeheadmiresindependentwoman,Iam

notsurprisedheinsistedonhavingyoueducated,it

raretofindmenlikethat.Rememberyourpurpose

always...

ATMASIWELA'SHOUSE.

Moses-(angry)WHYDIDYOUNOTALLOWMETO

TELLOURDAUGHTERTHETRUTH?

MaSiwela-yousawhowdistanceshewasatthe

familyouting,didyoureallywanttobreaksuchnews

whenshe'sclearlygoingthroughsomething?

Moses-IDON'TGIVEAFUCKTHATHERANDTHAT

IDIOTAREFIGHTING,IDON'TTHINKHE'SGOOD

FORHERANYWAYS..

MaSiwela-(rollseyes)welltoughbecausethatidiot



clearlydominatesyourdaughtersheart..

Moses-(clickshistongue)Notforlong...

MaSiwela-(staresathim)whatdoyoumeannotfor

long?(Laughssarcastically)youhavenoideahow

muchNellyisintoGideondoyou?

Moses-IDON'TGIVEAFUCK,HE'SATHUGINA

SUIT.(Looksather)Iamtellingmydaughtertoday,

younotstoppingme.

MaSiwela-(throwsherhandsintheair)FINE!!!!GO

AHEADANDJUSTBLURTITOUTandseejusthow

thatwillworkoutforyoubighead...

Moses-IamtiredplayingbyyourrulesMatho,you

Clearydonotwantmeinherlife.NELLYNEEDSTO

KNOWIAMHER"FATHER",she'sbloodycalls

anotherman"dad"whenIAMRIGHTHERE..

Theyhearavasebreak,itshuttersonthefloorby

thepassagenexttoMaSiwela'sroom.Shewalks

andstandsbythedoorandfindsZenande,before

shecouldspeak,shehearsacarspeedingoutthe



yard...

MaSiwela-(heartpounding)She....She...

ZenandenodsatMaSiwela,Mosescomestoviewby

thedooralso...

MaSiwela-(giveshimadeathstare)congrulations,I

hopeyouhappynow...

Sheleaveshimstandingthere....

ATZANDILEANDSIPHO'SHOUSE

Zandilewasonthephone....

Ntombi-(laughs)youdidwhat!!!Youlie...



Zah-(laughs)ngiyakutshelawena(Iamtellingyou)

hehasn'tleftthehouseatall.

Ntombi-(laughs)yhoooZah!!!Ididn'tthinkyouhadit

inyou.WhereisThandeka?

Zah-mxmloyonondidwa(Thathoe)sheleftthe

verynextmorning,afterItreatedthemImadehim

driveherhomesotheycouldthinkaboutwhatthey

haddone.

Ntombi-hehehe(clapsonce)hambaZah,remindme

nevertomesswithyouever..

Zah-(laughs)yourexhusbandhelpmegetthedrugs,

hewasgreathelp..

Ntombi-Sbanihasalwaysbeensavage....sowhat

doesthismeanforyourmarriage?

Zah-welltheidiotisignoringmefornowbutI

expectedit..

Ntombi-(laughs)(smiles)youmademydaysisi,

thankyouforcallingme.

Zah-(smiles)ImustsayImissedyou,sayhito

Noma.Ikindofmisshernaughtiness,canIspeakto



her?

Ntombi-uhmmshe's...uhmshewentwithmysister

totheshoppingcenter.Iwilltellherauntiesaidhi....

Zah-(smiles)dothat....Ihavetogo...

Ntombi-byesisi...

ATWANERBEACH...

Nellyparkshercar,unfastenherseatbeltandstays

inhercarasthewordskeepringinginherhead"she

needstoknowIamherfather".Shewantstoscream

andcrybutnothingcomesout.Shefeelsempty.Her

phoneringsbutshecancelsthecallandswitchesit

off.Shewalksoutthecarandwalkstowardsthe

ocean.Gettinghersneakerswetassheclimbsthe

rockswhicharepilledupfewmetersinsidethe

water.Shesit'sthereandwatchthewavesofthe

ocean.Sheandherbrothersalwayscameherewhen

shewasinherteens,shewouldsitbytherocksand

watchasherbrothersandtheirfriendsswim.When



thewaveshittherocksthewetsherbutshedoesn't

evenfeelthecoldnessoftheoceanwater,hermind

isstillstuckon"SHENEEDSTOKNOWIAMHER

FATHER"...

ATZIMBALIESTATE...

Sbaniwasonhis8thglassofHennessey...

Bless-(looksathim)youneedtoslowdown,atthe

rateyougoing,youwillkillyourself.

Sbani-(gulpshis9thglass)mylifeisalreadyover.

Bless-(brusheshisface)YOU...younotalone,we

bothburiedherremember,ifyougodownIgodown

withyou.

Sbani-(looksathim)youcan'ttakethefallfor

somethingIdid,besidesIneedsomeonetolook

afterNellyandmyfamilywhenIamnotaround.

Bless-younotgoinganywhere,maybewehavebeen



digginginthewrongplace,tonightwewillgodig

again.

Sbanigiveshimthelook,heknowsexactlythatthe

firstplacewasthecorrectone,theothertwowholes

theydugwasjustwishfulthinking,thebodywas

gone.Someonehasitthequestionis"who?".There

wasnowaysomeonecouldhavestumbledacross

thegrave,itwasburieddeepdown,itclearwhoever

dugthebodyknewexactlywhattheywerelooking

for.Hecouldnotdoanything,allhecoulddowas

wait,waitforthepersontomakecontactwithhim....

Sbani-(gulpshis13thglass)someoneisfucking

withme,andtheygotmegood.

Bless-(looksathim)Iwillgetmyguysto...

Sbani-(shakeshishead)letwait,itclearwhoeveris

doingthis,they5stepsaheadofus.Weneedtobe

smart.Wewaitforthemtomakecontactfirst...



BeforeBlesscanspeak,Sbani'sphonerings...

"Shaka"

Herejectsthecall...

Ringing...

"Shaka"

Herejectsthecallagain...

Bless-don'tyouwanttoanswerthat?

Sbani-(gulpshis14thglass)No...

Blessphonerings...



"Mvelo"

Hesighsanddivertsthecall...

Sbani-won'tyouanswerthat?

Bless-(gulpshis3rdglass)No..
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InsideShaka'scar...

Hisphonevibrates....

Shaka-Sho

Nhlanhla-haveyougotholdofyourbrother?

Shaka-(sighs)no,hisphoneisoff,Iamonmyway



toMaSiwela'shouserightnow.

Nhlanhla-okay,keeptrying...

Hehangsup....

HegoestohiscontactanddialsBruce...

Ringing...

Bruce-(Nigerianaccent)Shaka

Shaka-Ineedyourhelpwithsomething..

...(silent)..

Bruce-youknowwecan'ttalkonthephone,ittoo

dangerous.Letmeetintwodays.

Shaka-okay...



ATMASIWELA'SHOUSE.

Everyonewaspacingupanddowncallingalmost

everyonetheycouldthinkoffthatNellymighthave

contactedormaybewenttoo..

Zenande-(hangsup)(looksatMaSiwela)(shakesher

head)ThatwasMbali,shehasn'tseenhernorspoke

toher.

MaSiwela-Iknowmydaughter,Iknowshedidn'tgo

toanyonebutdoesn'thurttotry.

Sandile-Idon'tknowherthatwellbutIdon'tthink

shewentanywherefar,shewouldn'tleaveher

babiesbehind.

Moses-(looksatSandile)waziniwena?(Whatdo

youknow?)

Sandile-(laughs)Iamnottheoneyoushouldbe

pickingafightwith,trydirectingallthatenergyin

comingupwithagoodexcusewhyyouabandoned



yourdaughter.

MoseshuffedraisinghishandtowardsSandilebut

Nhlanhlastoppedhim...

Nhlanhla-stopthisshitrightnow,bullyingyourson

isn'tgoingtohelpyourightnow.Can'tyougethold

ofyourpeople,wecanuseyourhelprightnowMr

Intelligence...

Simi-(looksatLungiey)isthereaplaceorspot

maybethatNellylikedtogotowhenshewantedto

bealoneorthink?Anyplaceyoucanthinkof?

Lungiey-uhmm,Iamnotsure,shelikedwalkingTobi

tothepark,Iguessthatwhereshegotheralone

time.

Simi-(rollseyes)wellsheleftTobibehindandwe

alreadycheckedthepark,isthereanotherplace?

Lungiey-(looksatNhlanhla)(shrugs)uhmmno,not

thatIknowof...

Simi-great!!!Somuchofabestfriendyou're..



Lungiey-(annoyed)yiniinkingayakho?(Whatyour

problem?)

Simi-(looksather)nowisnotthetimesisi,youdo

notwanttotryme.

Lungieymovesclosertoher...

Lungiey-uzokwenzani?(Whatareyougoingtodo?)

Nhlanhla-(gritshisteeth)LUNGILE!!!

Lungiey-No,ngifunaenzeintoafunaukuyenza,

ngikhatheleuSimi(Iwanthertodowhatshewants

todo,IamtiredofSimi)

Simi-(clenchherteeth)Nhlanhlamoveyourbaby

mamaoutofmyface.

Lungiey-(staresather)Yini?Can'tstandtheheat..

MaSiwela-(looksatthem)asentertainingthisisbut

youshouldhavesaveditforanepisodeof

"Cheaters"butyoutoolate.Nhlanhlahandleyour

women,rightnowourpriorityisfindingthe"runaway



motheroftwo"...

Zeeburstoutlaughingandtheyalllookather...

Zenande-(containsherself)(clearsthroat)Iam

sorry...

ATMOZAMBIQUE....

Hewaschillingoutsidethebalconyoftheirhotel

room,enjoyingthesun...

Mthoko-(staresatthebluesky)perfect...

Shesatontopofhim,spreadingherlegsapart,

brushedhisabswithsomesunscreenwhile

straddlinghim...



Ntombi-(smilesseductively)Nowthisisperfect...

Heplaceshishandsonherbuttcheeksasshe

straddleshimmakinghismemberhard...

Mthoko-(smirks)sufunangikudlefuthi?

Hisvoiceandthegriphehadonherbuttsentchills

downherspinemakingeverynerveinherbodyset

alight.

Ntombi-(bendsandbitehislowerlip)Thatthewhole

pointofbae-cation,yougettoenjoydickanywhere,

anytime...

Hislipsfoundhersandtheydanced,without

breakingthekiss,hegrippedthebackofherthighs,

pullinghimselfupsoherlegscanwraparoundhis

waist,herarmsaroundhisneckwhilehe



repositionedthemhavinghimontopofher.He

leanedbackandlookedatherwithcompleteand

utterdesire,hishandsmovedtoherbackand

undoneherbikinibra,throwingitonthesideand

smileslookingather36Cbreasts.Hediveshisface

betweenthemandmakesbubblesoundsmaking

herlaugh,somethingwhichhehasbeendoingalot

sincetheyhavebeenher...

Ntombi-(laughs)really??

Mthoko-(sucksherleftboob)IthinkIfoundmynew

obsession.

Ntombi-(smilesbrusheshisface)somylegsareno

longeryourobsession?

Mthoko-uhmmmokayokayphelanothingcan

comparetoyourlegsbutdamnyourbreastbabe...

Shelaughsleaningback....

Mthoko-(smileslookingather)youshouldlaugh



more,itsuitsyou..

Ntombi-(blushes)Iamhappy...

...(silent)...

Ntombi-(looksathim)soareyougoingtostareat

meoruzongidla?

Mthoko-(smiles)KantiuZulumekwenzani?(What

wasZuludoingtoyou?)

Ntombi-(rollseyes)Iwasdeprivedbecauseyour

sisterwastheoneridingthatdick....

Mthoko-(laughs)really?Youjustgoingtopretendas

ifyoudidn'tjustsaythat?

Shetuggedherfingersunderthewaistlineofhis

shorts,tryingtotugthemdown,whileheplaced

kissesalloverher.Herhandsheldhishardmember

throughthefabricofhisshort....



Ntombi-(bitesherlip)Iwantthisinsideme,Iwant

yourbabies...

Heswiftlyshuffledhisshortsdownandtossedthem

aside,makinghisharddickspringout.Helearned

backandrubbedhisdickwhilehiseyesfixedonher.

Heslappedeachsideofherthighswithhisdick...

Mthoko-uMthokouzokuthokozisa,nguKhozamina,

nguMlilo,ngiyawubasaphindengizicishele...

Hebentdownandrubbedhisdickonherentrance...

Ntombi-Yaaaaaasssssss!!!!

ATZIMBALIESTATE

Shakaparkshiscar,whenheseesbothBlessand



Sbani'scarparkedheshakeshisheadandwalks

insidethehouse.Whenhereachestheloungeand

findsthemseatedwithonebottleofHennessey

alreadyfinishedandthesecondonealmosthalfway

frombeingfinished,hefrustratedlywalksand

standsnexttothem...

Shaka-(annoyed)REALLY???

Theybothlookathim...

Shaka-WHYTHEFUCKAREYOURPHONE'SOFF??

Sbani-(gulpshisdrink)hhayi,hhayiandthen?What

areyou?Mykeeper?

Bless-(puffshiscigar)takeaseatandhaveadrink

man.

Shaka-(laughssarcastically)ohtrustmeIwould

lovetositandhaveadrinklikeyoutwoassholes...

Sbani-(annoyed)WHOTHEFUCKYOUCALLING



ASSHOLEBOY??

Shaka-woooooIamscaredMachoMan,listenhere

whileyouenjoysomeHennesseyjustknowthatyour

girlfriend(looksatSbani),yoursister(looksatBless)

hasgoneawol.

WiththatsaidShakafrustratedlywalkstowardsthe

door.BothmengetupandhurrybehindShaka...

Sbani-(shouts)WHATTHEFUCKMAN?WAITUP..

Bless-WHATTHEFUCKDOYOUMEANAWOL?

WHATHAPPENED?

Sbani-WHYdidn'tanyonefuckingcallme?

Shakastopsbyhiscarandlooksatthem...

Shaka-gladIhaveyourattentionnow.

Bless-(brusheshisface)comeonman,giveus



something?

Shaka-(pissed)IAMNOTGIVINGYOUSHIT...

SbaniangrilyholdsShakabyhiscollarandshoves

himagainsthiscar,Blesstriestoholdhimback...

Sbani-DON'TFUCKINGTRYTOPLAYHERO,SHE'S

MINE(staresathim)MINE!!!

Shaka-(clenchhisteeth)IKNOW...BUTYOUDON'T

DESERVEHER...

Theybothstareateachother,SbaniletsgoofShaka

andangrilykicksthecartyres...

Sbani-(brusheshisface,holdshistears)YOUSAID

YOUDIDN'TWANTHER

Shaka-(fixeshiscollar)IDON'T...



SbanipunchesShaka'scarwindow,makingit

shuttercuttinghisfist,bloodcomesout...

Sbani-DON'TFUCKINGTRYME,YOULYING...

...(silent)...

Bless-(looksbetweenthem)Guyscalmdown,this

isn'ttherighttimeforthis..

Shaka-(sighs)FINE!!!Youwantthetruth,Iloveher,I

havealwayslovedher..

Bless-(looksatShaka)UDAKIWEYINI?(areyou

drunk?)

Shaka-butIknowshelovesyoumorethananything

andanyone.Youluckybrother,butyoucan'teven

seeit..

...(silent)...



Shaka-(looksatthem)youbothmightwantto

freshenupbeforefollowingme,youdon'twanttobe

wearingthesameclothesyouworelastnightwhen

youwentdigging...

Hesaidthatandgotinsidehiscar,reversedand

droveoutleavingthemstandingthere,withtheword

"digging"ringingintheirheads...

Bless-WHATTHEFUCK??...

ATWANERBEACH

DerekparkshiscarnexttoNelly's,hegetsoutand

hiseyessearchforheruntiltheylandonafigure

seatedontherocks.Hesmilesandwalkstowards

her.....



Derek-IknewIwouldfindyouhere...

Nelly-(surprised)Derek!!!

Derek-(smiles)inaflash...

Hecarefullyclimbstheslipperyrocksandsitsnext

toher...

Derek-so??Iamnolonger"superbae"?Idon'tgeta

hug?

Shesmilesandleansherheadonhisshoulder...

Nelly-(sighs)Iamwet..

Derek-thatmusictomyeyes..

...(silent)...



Nelly-(laughsandhitshisshoulder)Eww!!!Thatnot

whatImeant...

Derek-(laughs)couldhavefooledme...(Looksather)

wanttotalkaboutit?

Nelly-(shakesherhead)(looksathim)howdidyou

know?

Derek-Nhlanhlacalledme,soyoursisterismybaby

mama..

Nelly-(smiles)yeah,Durbanisreallysmallhey.

Derek-yeah(pouts)...sonowIcan'taskyouout?

Nelly-(laughs)Ithinkwefiguredthatpartoutwhen

ourlunchdatewascutshort.

Derek-howcanIforget,sothatdickisyourbaby

daddy?

Nelly-(pincheshim)don'tsaythat...

Derek-(shrugs)Idon'tliketheguy,buthelovesyou..

Nelly-(looksattheocean)Iknow.....Derek?

Derek-hmmm?



Nelly-Iwanttimebymyself,Idon'twanttogoback

home..

Derek-ain'tyoubreastfeeding?

Nelly-Istopped...

Derek-why?

Nelly-(rollseyes)wenotgoingtodiscussmybreast.

Nowcanyouhelpme?

Derek-justonenight?Tomorrowyougobacktoyour

babies?Deal?

Nelly-(nods)yeah,Ijustneedonenightonly...

Derek-thebestplacetohideisinplainsight.Isay

gotoyourapartment,theyalreadycheckedand

didn'tfindyousoitperfect.

Nelly-okay,canItakeyourcar.

Derek-(looksather)sweetheartthataJaguar..

Nelly-Iknow,IpromiseIwillbringitbackinone

piece...youcandrivemyX6?

Derek-(rollseyes)ohpleaseintheStatesthatateen

mom'scar..



Sheplayfullykickshimandtheybothlaugh....

ATMTSHIGWANEFARMS

Nomusawaspassingbytheriverwhenabunchof

villagegirlsstoppedher...

Girl1-ngizwileukuthiuyakohlalaedolobheni(Iheard

yougoingtostayatthecity)

Girl2-(rollseyes)ngamubonalonaemcimbinikwa

Zuluebanjweindodaemakhoneni(Isawthisatthe

Zulufunction,shewasbeingheldbyaman)

Girl1-(pushesNomusashoulders)ufunakufanano

Gogowakho(youwanttobelikeyourgrandmother)..

Allthegirlslaughather,shecouldhearwhispersof

howhergrandmotherwasa"prostitute","whore"

someevenmentionthatshewasawitch,usedher



ownfatherasasacrifice.Shepushespastthemand

runs...

Nomusa-youwillnotcry...

Shekeepssayingthatassherunshome...
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ATMOZAMBIQUE

Theybothjuststeppedouttheshowerwherethey

hadanothersteamysessionbeforetheyfreshen

themselvesup...

Mthoko-shouldweorderinorgoout?

Ntombi-whatdoyouwanttodo?



Mthoko-(shrugs)Ireallydon'tcare,Iwillgowith

whatyouwant.

Ntombi-okayletorderinsincetomorrowwewill

exploringthecity,letjustenjoyeachother's

companyindoorstoday.

Hewrapshisarmsaroundherwaistandkissesher...

Mthoko-(smiles)youjustreadmymindwoman.

Ntombi-(smiles)(babykisseshim)orderwhileI

makeacalltomymom,IwanttospeaktoNoma.

Theykissforthelasttime,shemakesherwaytothe

balconyanddailshermom'snumber..

Ringing...

MaNgcobo-hello..



Ntombi-MamaitNtombi,howareyou?

MaNgcobo-siyaphila,ubuyaninikanti?(wegood,

whenyoucomingback?)

Ntombi-(sighs)Iamspendingnewyearshere

mama.

MaNgcobo-usangene,minangizothinikwingane

yakho?Mhlampeusukhohliweukuthiunengane(are

youmad?WhatwillIsaytoyourchild?Ormaybeyou

haveforgottenthatyouhaveachild).

Ntombi-(brushesherface)Iknowmamabutthisis

businesstryandunderstand.

MaNgcobo-(calmsdown)Iunderstandbutyour

daughtermissesyou,she'sevenaskingabouther

father.

Ntombi-don'tcallSbanirightnow,hehasalotonhis

plate.IwillaskZandileifshecouldfetchNoma,Iam

sureshewon'tmind.

MaNgcobo-Idon'thaveaproblemstayingwith

Noma,she'smygrandchildbutIhavenoticedhow

sadanddistancesheis,plussheisnotusedto



goingtochurcheveryday,shebecomesrebellious.

Ntombi-okaymama,Iwilltryandwrapthingsupas

fastasIcanhere.SendmyregardstouBaba.

MaNgcobo-okay,bye...

Shesighsandhangsup,walkingbackinsidetheir

room,Mthokowasonacall,soshedecidestojust

layonthecouchandstartseating...

Mthoko-(kissinghercheek)how'sthelittle

munchkin?

Ntombi-(shiftsclosertohim)Ididn'tgettospeakto

her...

Mthoko-(kissesherforehead)okay,tellme

everything..

Ntombi-(sighs)momwantsmetocomeback,

Nomaisfeelinghomesicknow(looksathim)Idon't

wanttocutourvacationshort,Iamhappyhere.

Mthoko-(holdsherhands)(smiles)wellwewerejust



gamblingwiththepossibilityofyoubeingawayfor

toolong,Iwasexpectingsomethinglikethis,I

understandbabe.

Ntombi-areyousure?

Hemakeshersitonhislap,wrappinghisarms

aroundherwaist...

Mthoko-yes,besideswhosaidanythingabout

cuttingourvacationshort.Wecandrivedownto

yourhome,pickherupandwecanalldriveto

Mpumalanga,whatdoyousay?OfcourseIwill

understandifyounotcomfortablewithmemeeting

yourdaughter..

Shefrenchkisseshim...

Ntombi-(smiles)youmagical,Ilikethesoundofthat.

Whowereyoutalkingtooonthephone?Youlooked

kindofstressed.



Mthoko-Mybrother...

Hetellsherallaboutwhat'shappeningbackat

home....

Ntombi-YhoooIamgladIamnotinDurbanright

now,thereisalwayssomethinggoingonwithour

families.

Mthoko-tellmeaboutit.Letmecallmysister,check

ifshe'sokay.

Ntombi-(shakesherhead)No,giveherspaceright

now.Youwillcallhertomorrow,nowleteatsowe

cangobacktodesert...

Shesaysthatseductivelyasshesnakesherhands

underthetowelandbrusheshisdick...

Mthoko-(smiles)Ifeellikemydickisabuffetnow...

Ntombi-"Eatasmuchasyoucan"babe...



Theybothburstoutlaughing...

ATMASIWELA'SHOUSE...

DerekdrivesinsidetheyardwithNelly'scar,

everyoneturnsandlooksathimashestepsoutthe

car...

Mvelo-(confused)Derek?

MrsGasa-whyareyoudrivingNelly'scar?

Moses-(looksathim)howdoyouevenknowmy

daughter?

Derek'srollshiseyesatMoses,heknowshowmuch

ofanasshecanbe.HewalkstowardsMaSiwela

andhugsher...



Derek-(smiles)Mamzo!!!

MaSiwela-(smiles)Son,lookhowtallyou'renow?

Derek-(laughs)sekukhulekilemama(Ihavegrown

up)

Mvelo-(looksatMaSiwela)youknowDerekmama?

MaSiwela-(smiles)yes,Ipracticallyraisedhimanda

fewothernaughtyones.

Derek-(looksatMvelo)(Smiles)hellobabymama...

Mvelo-(rollshereyes)(hugshim)helloDee...

TheyallgreetDerek,hetellsthemthatNellyissafe

andwillbebacktomorrow.Theyallconversefora

fewminutes....

MaSiwela-Iguessyoucanallgohomenow,wewill

beintouchregardinghowwewillmoveforward.

MrsGasa-(nods)yeah,Iguessitbestwegivethe

childsomespace,thisisn'taneasysituation.(Looks

atMaSiwela)sisiwewillbeintouch..



Shebidsfarewellandwalkstothecar...

Sandile-(looksatNomvelo)Iamgoingwithyou

Mvelo-(nods)okay(handshimthecarkeys)

Sandile-(looksatMaSiwela)nisalekahlemama

MaSiwela-(smiles)okaybaby..

NomveloandSandilebidfarewellandwalkto

Mvelo'scar...

Moses-(looksatMaSiwela)(seriousface)youbetter

makesurethat...

MaSiwela-(raisesherhand)awukahlenescefe,

landelaumndeniwakho..

Shesaysthatandwalkstowardsthedoorbutstops

andlooksatSimi,Lungiey,Nhlanhla,Zenandeand



Derek...

MaSiwela-nahlahlaamehlonjenina,nilindenilapho?

TheylookatMosesandquicklyfollowMaSiwela

insidethehouse...

40minuteslater...

DerekalongwithNhlanhlaandLungieyleft10

minuteago,Simidecidedtostaybehind.Thethree

ofthemwerecleaningthekitchen,theyhadjust

finishedeatingsupper...

Zenande-(wipesplate)Ithoughtweweregoingto

havepeacefulholidays.

Simi-(laughs)eversinceourfamilieshavecome

together,weneverseemtohavepeace.



MaSiwela-Nxiitall"DladlaMshunqisi"fault.

Zee-(laughs)whois"dladlaMshunqisi"now?

MaSiwela-ThatbigheadMoses...

ZeeandSimilookateachotherandthanlookat

MaSiwela,theyburtoutlaughing,theylaughsohard

thattheyevenstopwhattheydoingandholdtheir

stomachs...

Simi-(laughs)kodwamamayouandnamingpeople..

Zee-(laughs)shejustfinishesme...

Theyhearacarparkingoutsidetheyard.Afew

minutestheyhearBlessandSbani'svoice...

MaSiwela-(rollseyes)nayeenyeikathazo!!!

Laterthatnight...



23:45pm

ATNELLY'SAPARTMENT....

Shewokeupfromherbedandwalkedtoherinsuite,

afterusingthetoiletshewashedherhandsand

lookedatherredswolleneyesinthemirror.After

tryingsohardnottocry,shefinallydid,shecried

untilshefellasleep.She'snotangrybutshe'ssad,

sadbecauseoftheyearsshelostofnotknowingher

siblings,sadbecausethemanshehasalways

admiredbecauseofthewayheranthecountries

crimeunit,notknowingthathewasactuallyher

father,sadbecausesheisn'tsurehowshefells

aboutthesamemanbeingherfather,after

witnessinghowhetreatshisothersonandtheyway

helikestocontrolhiskidslives.She'salwaysbeen

thetypetodowhatshewants,hermotherhas

alwaysgivenherthatfreedomandspacetoliveher

life.Shehadalotonhermind,Sbanitooseemstobe



distancedlately,hesnapseasilyandhebrushesher

offeverytimeshetriesaskinghimwhat'swrong.

She'sgreatfulforDerekallowinghertohavethis

timebyherself.Sheslowlywalksbacktoherroom

butstopsholdingherchestwhenshefindsSbani

seatedonhersidechair...

Sbani-Iamsorry,Ididn'tmeantoscareyou...

Nelly-(takesadeepbreath)howlonghaveyoubeen

seatedthere...

Sbani-ifyouaskingmewasIherewhenyouwalked

tothetoilet?Theanswerisyes,youknowIlove

watchingyousleep...

....(silent)....

Theybothstareateachotherthroughthedark,

holdinghertearsback,somehowhispresenceis

makingherweakrightnow.Hearingherbreathing

patternschange.Hestandsandwalkstowardsher....



Sbani-(holdsouthishandtoher)come,letmeput

youbacktosleep...

Shecouldfeelhercheekswetbutshequicklywipes

them.Itfeelslikeyearssinceitjustbeenthemalone

andnobodyelse,herhandfindshisandtheinstant

contactsendsthosefamouselectricshockwaves.

Hecarrieshertothebed,kickingouthisshoesthey

bothlaydown,withherheadonhischest....

Sbani-IknowIhavebeendifficulttodealwith...

Nelly-(Sniffs)(clearsherthroat)..

Sbani-(smiles)okayIhavebeenass,Iknowwenot

okayrightnowbutallowmetobehereforyou.

Sheshiftsclosertohim,heholdshertighter...
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ATNELLY'SAPARTMENT....

Shewasstillpeacefullysleepingwithherbody

crushedtohis,surprisinglyhemanagedtoalsofall

asleep,somethingwhichrarelyhappenswhenheis

laidnexttoher.Hetightenedhisholdaroundherand

kissedthetopofherhead,thesmellofwatermelon

bodywashfilledhisnostrils,shehadchangedher

sweetandrosesbodywashbecausewhileshewas

stillpregnantshehatedthesmellofit,ittookquitea

whileforhimtogetusedtothesmellofwatermelon

butknowithadgrownonhim.Hebrushedhercurly

hairoutherfaceandtracedhisfingersonher

poutedlips,shefrownedfeelingirritatedbythe

featheryfeelofhisfingertipsonherface,hesmiles

knowingexactlyhowshehatesbeingwokenupfrom

hersleep.Openinghereyes,sheblinkedacoupleof



timesandlookedatthesmilingmaninfrontofher

shefrownannoyedbythefactthathewokeherup....

Sbani-(smiles)morningbeautiful....

...(silent)...

Sbani-(pinchesherlowerlip)youstillmad?

...(silent)...

Heshiftsclosertoherandholdsherchinstraight

makingherlookdirectlytohiseyes...

Sbani-comeonbabe,IsaidIamsorry,Ithoughtyou

agreeingtosleepwithmemeantwewillwakeup

cool,youknow...



Shegetsevenmoreannoyedandremovesherself

fromhisarms,frustratedlywalkingtoherinsuite

bathroom,shestopshalfwayandlooksathim...

Nelly-(shouts)(pointsathim)DONOTFOLLOWME...

Hesighsandbrusheshisfacegettingupfromthe

bed.Wearingonlyhisboxershewalkstothekitchen

dailingBlessnumber...

Ringing...

Bless-(sleepyvoice)Bafo..

Sbani-what'sup?

Bless-(chuckles)letmeguess,youwenttoherright?

Sbani-(opensthewaterbottle)youknowmetowell.

Bless-(sitsup)well?Howisshe?

Sbani-(sighs)she'samess,butIthinkIam



annoyingherevenmore.

Bless-okayIamlistening,wenzeni?(Whatdidyou

do?)

Sbani-IkindofthoughtIwouldhaveherforget

abouteverythingthathasbeenhappeningwithus

butIguessnotwithmywoman.

Bless-(laughs)sometimesIthinkyoudeliberately

actdumb,don'tyouknowNellycaresmoreabout

youthananyoneelsearoundher,sheprobablyain't

thataffectedbyfindingoutMosesisherfatherbut

she'smoreaffectedbyknowingthatsomethingis

upwithyouandshehasnocluewhattheissueis.

Mysisterlovesyouman,youneedtostartseeing

that,justfindawaytosoftenherupwithoutreally

tellingherthetruth,sheisn'treadytoknowityet.

Sbani-(gulpsthewater)Iguessyouright,haveyou

talkedtoyourvillagequeen?

Bless-(sighs)actuallyIhaven'tspokentohersince

Christmas,youknowwehavebeendistracted.

Sbani-wellIsuggestyoucallherifyoudon'ttofind

yourselfinmysituation,womanarehardwork.



Bless-(laughs)andyoualreadygota"smartmouth",

a"hothead"wellwegettoseewhatMissNkanyezi

willturnouttobe.

Sbani-(chuckles)leavemygirlsalone,speakingof

the"smartmouth",Ineedtocallhertoday.

Bless-Ihavetogo,comebyforlunch,momwould

lovethat.

Sbani-(smiles)Iwill,IbringtheMrsaswell..

Bless-(laughs)goodluck...

Theybothlaughandhangup.Nellycomestothe

kitchenwearinghisboxersandaskinnybra,her

stomachwasslowlygettingbacktonormal,just4

weeksingymandtherightkindoffoodintakeher

waistwillbebacktobeingtiny.Shewasstillasexy

thingthough,herbeautifulyellowtanskinglowed...

Nelly-(looksathim)stopeyefuckingme...



Shesaidthatandwalkedpasthim,goingtothe

fridgeandtakingoutabottleofwater.Beforehe

couldrespondtoher,theybothheardaknock...

Sbani-(looksather)expectingsomeone?Itstillvery

earlyinthemorningforvisitors...

Sherolledhereyesandwalkedpasthimheadedto

thedoor,hefollowedafterher.Whensheopenedthe

door,DerekstoodtherewithMug&Beanbrowntake

awaybag.Sbanishiftedclosertoherandcircledhis

armaroundherwaist,mindyouhewasonlyinhis

boxers,barechest,whileshewasalsowearinghis

boxershorts,skinnybraandherhairwasallmessed

up...

Derek-(smiled)breakfast?Iknowhow...

HestoppedwhenhiseyeslandedonSbani,shetried

removingherselffromhisholdbuthekeptittight



aroundher...

Derek-(clearsherthroat)sorry,didIinterrupt

something?

Sbani-(grithisteeth)yes..

Nelly-No...

SbanilooksatNellyandpinchesherstomach...

Nelly-(smiles)youcancomeinDerek..

SheturnedandpushedSbaniouttheway,Derek

walksinandlooksatNelly..

Nelly-gosetupinthekitchen,wewillbewithyou

rightnow..

Dereksmilesandnods,theyshareaneyemoment



withSbanithanhewalksconfidentlytothekitchen...

Sbani-(annoyed)whyishehere?Isn'tthisthesame

foolthatboughtyouredroses?

Nelly-(rollseyes)Iamnotdoingthiswithyou,Derek

isafamilyfriend(looksathim)nowgogetdressed..

Sbani-(shakeshishead)FUCKNo!!!Iamnotgoing

tomakethingseasyforhimjustsohecanbe

comfortableinmygirlfriend'splace.Nowyougoand

putaT-shirton.

Nelly-(looksathim)benice...

Shewalkstoherbedroomandhewalkstothe

kitchenandbumpsintoDerek...

Sbani-(fakessmile)Iamsureyoumeantwellbut

youkindofinterupptedus,ifyouknowwhatImean..

Derek-(looksathim)Idon'tknowwhatsheseesin

youbutIknowNelly,Iguessthereisapartofyou



that"good"whichIhighlydoubt..

Theybothstareateachother...

Derek-youdon'thavetosayit,Iamleaving..

DerekwalkspasthimbutSbanistopshimwhenhe

reachesthedoor.HethrowsDerekasetofcar

keys...

Sbani-(boldvoice)mywomanlovesbig,sexyand

beastythings.Cuteandpolisheddoesn'tcutit...

Hesaidthatandshutthedoortohisface.Hewalks

tothekitchenandsit'sbitingoneofthefresh

cheesecroissants.Nellywalksinsidethekitchen

andlooksaround...



Nelly-whereisDerek?

Sbani-heleft...

Nelly-(frowns)whatdidyousaytohim?

Heswallowshisfoodandgulpsdownthewater,

turnsandlooksather...

Sbani-whencanwestarthavingsexagain?

Sheblinksandlooksathim...

Nelly-WHAT?!!!

Hewipeshismouthandwalkstostandoverher...

Sbani-(touchesherchin)weneedtostartfucking

again,reconnect,getyourcalmbackbabe..



Hebabykissesherandwalksoffleavingher

standingstill...

ATTHESOUTHAFRICANHQOFFICES...

Man1-whatdowedowiththebonessir?

Moses-(thinks)...canwefindtheidentitytothe

bones?

Man2-wecanrundentalrecordssirbutiftheJane

Doehadnevervisitedthedentistofficeswecanhita

brickwall.

Moses-therehastobesomeonelookingforher,run

allmissingpersonscases,findanythingthat

matcheswithourJaneDoehere.Iwanttoknow

everything.(Smirks)IwanttoburythatZuluboy.

Themanlookateachother,wonderingifthey

shouldtellhimornot....



Man1-(clearsthroat)uhmwehaveaproblemsir..

Yoursonhasbeenspottedatthesitewherethe

boneswererecovered...

...(silent)...

Man3-webelievehemightbeinvolvedtoo.

Moses-FUCK!!!...

Hebangsthetablefrustrated...

Moses-justkeepdigging,letmeworryaboutmy

son...

ThemannodwhileMosestriestothinkhowisBless

connectedtothiswholething...



ATTHENDAWORARESIDENCE..

Bonolowalkstothekitchencarringatraywith

emptybowlsofporridge,shestopsonhertracks

whenhereyeslandonthechocolatescorpionchest.

Blesswasstandingbythecounter,wearingonlyhis

sweatpants.Hewasbusychoppingupfruitssohe

couldmakehimselfasmoothie,oblivioustothefact

theBonolowasdistractedbyhowhismuscles

flexedeverytimeheusedtheknifetocutthefruits.

Feelingherpantiessoak,shecomposesherselfand

clearsherthroatsteppingfoottothekitchen...

Bless-(smiles)(looksather)ohyoualreadyawake?

Shesmilesnervouslyandtriesnottolethisbody

andthebigbulgeshenoticedwhenheturnedtolook

atherdistractsher...

Bonolo-(smiles)yeah,IhavetomakesureMiss



Ndaworatakesher8oclockmedicationontime.

Bless-(smiles)Iappreciateyoubeinghere.Iknowit

mustbehardjustmovingtoanothercountrywhere

youknownobody..

Bonolo-wellitmyjobMrNdawora..

Bless-forgettheformalBS,callmeBless.

Shesmilesandlooksatsmoothiehewasmaking...

Bless-whydon'tyougetridofthatandcomehelp

memakethebestsmoothieyouwillevertaste.

Bonolo-uhmmIdon'twanttooverstep..

Bless-nonsense,wecangettoknoweachotheror

youcantellmethelatestgossipaboutbackhome,

youknowMaunthereisalwayssomethingtogossip

about..

Sheblushesanddiscardsthetray.Shewalksand

standsnexttohim,hehandhertheMangosashe



tellsherstoriesaboutMaun,shecouldn'thelpbut

stareathisperfectteeth...
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ATTHENDAWORARESIDENCE...

BlesspoursthesmoothieforBonoloandhandsthe

glasstoher...

Bless-(smiles)drinkandtellmewhatyouthink?

Bonolo-Thecolourlooksgreat,Ihopeittastesjust

asitlooks..

Shesipsalittle,butassoonasthetasteofMango

andthefreshnessofthatpassionfruithitsher

tongue,shecloseshereyesandenjoysthecool



smoothie,shemoansenjoyingit.Hetakesthetime

tostudyherfeatures,nothingstoodoutabouther

butshewasawomanwhotookcareinher

appearance,herskinwasmoisturized,herhairwas

neat,sheknewhowtodressherbody,shesmelled

greattoo.Whenshefinishedhersmoothie,she

glancedandnoticedthathewasstaringather,so

sheclearedherthroat...

Bless-(smiles)yousuredoknowhowtomoan

woman..

Hercheeksheatedupcausinghertoblushin

embarrassment...

Bonolo-Iamsorry,itjust...

Bless-Iamnotcomplaining,youjustboostedmy

ego,nowIknowImakeameansmoothie.AnywaysI

amhavingafewpeoplecomingtolunch,youwillbe

joiningusright?



Bonolo-(smile)yeah,shouldIwearanythingformal?

Bless-Noitjustlunch...

Hetakeshissmoothieandwalkoutthekitchen

typingonhisphone...

Bless-(shouts)seeyouinlunchBonz...

Shefeelslittlegiddyinsideherstomachhearinghim

callhernamelikethat.Shewalkstothepantryroom

andfindsthemaidbusypreppingforlunch.She

takesapacketofnutsandstopsbythedoor...

Bonolo-uhmm,doesMrNdaworahaveagirlfriend?I

meanIdon'twanttobeoversteppinganyrooms

insidethehouse...

Maid-(shakesherhead)Ihaveneverseenhimwith

awomanbutweallnewheresoIcouldbewrong.



Shesmilesbutquicklycomposesherselfandwalks

outthepantryroom...

Bonolo-(whispers)he'syourbossBonolo....

Meanwhile.....

Blesswalksinsidehismother'sbedroomandfinds

herseatedoutsidethebalconyreading"The

Mercury"newspaper...

Bless-(kisseshercheek)mysunshine..

Matema-(smiles)myBless

Hetakesasitnexttoher,sheputsthenewspaper

asideandlooksatherson...

Matema-what'sbotheringyou?



Bless-(smiles)nothingmama...

Matema-(foldsherarms)tryagain,Iamyour

mother.Youcanneverlietome.

Bless-(sighs)Sbanihasaproblem,wellwehavea

problem(brusheshisface)IguessIamjustnot

usedtofeelinghopeless..

Matema-youfeelhopeless?

Bless-(nods)IjustknowitD-day.

Matema-Ididn'traiseyoutobeaquitterneitherdidI

raiseafailure.Justbecauseyoudon'thavethe

answerstotheproblemrightnowdoesn'tmeanthere

isnosolution.

Bless-butwhydoIfeellikeIamlettinghimdown?

Shetakeshishandsandholdsittightly..

Matema-IknowhowmuchyouloveSbaniandI

knowhowmuchhelovesyou.Iknowyouwould

jumpthehighestofcliffsjustforhimbutbabydon't



puttoomuchpressureonyourself,hewouldn'twant

youtoo.Heknowswhathemeanstoyou,heknows

whatheistoyou,hewouldneverblameyoufor

failinghimbecauseheunderstandsyou'renotGod

butyoujustaman.

Hecloseshiseyesandleansbackonthechair,his

mother'ssmilesandlooksathim.Itclearasdaythat

he'snotdealingwith"notknowingwhattodo"well...

Matema-youcan'tevenuseyournotsolegaltactics

tohelpwiththisproblem?

Bless-(laughs)mom!!!

Matema-(smilesandshrugs)Iamjustasking.

Bless-(smiles)IknowbutIdon'twantyouanywhere

nearmy"notsolegaltactics".SoIdon'teverwantto

discussthatwithyouokaymysunshine?

Matema-(smiles)okay....(looksathim)sowhenam

Igettinggrandchildren?Youknowmytimeislimited.

Bless-(frowns)(squeezesherhand)don'ttalklike



that,Icanfindyouadonor,IamamatchtooI

tested..

Matema-(smilesshakingherhead)wetalkedabout

thismyBless,nowtellmeaboutwhenareyougiving

megrandchildren?

Bless-(smiles)(kisseshercheek)letfindyouthe

perfectdressforlunch...

Heheldouthishandtoher,shetookitandthey

walkedhandinhandtohercloset...

Matema-(smiles)youthinkyousmarthuh?

Hesmilesandmakeshersitontheoneofthe

comfortablerestchairswhilehegoesthroughher

closet..

Matema-(looksathim)areyousureyounotgay?



Helaughsandfindsabubbleyellowdress,with

whitewoolknittedpatternsontheends.Hesmiles

whenhethinksofNomusawhowaswearinga

similarfadeddresstotheonehe'schosenforher

mother..

Bless-(smiles)Thisdresswillbeperfectforyoumy

sunshine,plusifyoumustknowsomeonewhoI

thinkwillhaveaspecialplaceinmyheartownsa

similardress.

Matema-(cheeksheatup)really?Ican'twaittomeet

her.Thankgodyounotgay,allthosemuscleswould

havegonetowaste..

Heburstoutlaughingwhilehismotherpresseson

thepotentialdaughterinlaw....

ATMASIWELA'SHOUSE...

Sbaniparksoutsidethegate...



Sbani-Iamgoingtofuelup,bereadywiththekids

whenIcomeback.

Nelly-wetakingthemtolunchwithus?

Sbani-Iwantyouguystosleepatmyplaceand

pleasedon'tfightmebabe..

Hegaveherthighalightsqueeze...

Sbani-nowgetyourprettyassout,Iwillbebackin

10minutes..

Theykissandshegetsoutthecar,theyhaven't

reallysortedouttheirproblemsbutwithbothnot

wantingtofight"thebigelephantintheroom"iskind

ofpushedasideandlifecontinuesforthebothof

them.ShewalksintheloungeandfindsZeefeeding

NkanyeziherbottlewhileThabomakesfunnyface

playingwithNsika...



Nelly-(laughs)Ithinkhelikesthat..

Thabo-(smiles)auntie..

Theydotheirfamoushandshake,sheturnstoZee

whosmilesandgreetsher...

Zee-hello"runawaymotheroftwo"

Nelly-(sighs)IamsorryIleftyouwithsucha

burden..

Zee-(smiles)itokay,IunderstandbesidesIamthe

Godmother.

NellysitsnexttoZenandewhohandsherNkanyezi...

Nelly-(smiles)(babytalk)hellobaby,mommy

missedyou,didyoumissmommy?



Nkanyezismilesshowingoffherdimples...

Zenande-Ican'tgetenoughofhowbeautifulsheis

(smiles)she'slikeacraftedBarbiedoll...

Nelly-(smiles)hello,haveyouseenhermother?

Theybothlaugh...

Zenande-(rollseyes)Iknewyouwouldsaythatidiot.

(Looksather)areyouokaythough?

Nelly-(sighs)tobehonestIdon'tknowhowIshould

feellike.ShouldIbeangry?Happy?OrshouldIbe

sad?Idon'tknowbabygirl.AllIknowisIhavetwo

beautifulkidswhoneedmyundividedattention

morethananythingrightnow.

Zenande-areyouusingyourkidsasanescapegoat?

Nelly-(nods)yeah....



....(silent)....

Nelly-(looksatZenande)howwouldyoufeel?

Zee-Idon'tknowbutIguessIwouldactoutwhatI

amfeeling,isn'tthatwhatyoualwayspreach?Stay

truetoyourfeelings.

Nelly-yeah.....whatifyougenuinelydon'tfeel

anything?

Zee-whatdoyoumean?Ithinkthatimpossible.

Nelly-ImeanafterfindingoutthatMrGasaismy

father,Ishouldfeelsomekindofchangeright?I

shouldfeeldifferentsomehowbutIgenuinelydon't

feelanythingZee.MaybeitbecauseIreallydon't

needhim,I'velivedmajorityofmylifewithouta

father,mymotherhasdonesuchagreatjobof

raisingmethatIdon'tknowwhathavingafather

wouldchangeinmylife.Ittoolateforfather'sday

giftcards,daddydaughterdances,teadatesor

superdadmoments.IhavetwochildrenthanIneed

tobuildmemorieswith,nowtellmehowexactly

doesMrGasafitinmyliferightnow,Ican



understandtheparthewillplayinNkanyezi&Nsika

livesbecausehecanbecomethesupergranddad

buttheyZulu'schildren,MrZuluwillbepapatothem.

Ireallycan'tpinpointwhereexactlyhewouldfitin

mylife.ThatwhyIreallydon'tknowhowIshould

feelbecauseIfeelnothing.Onewouldexpectmeto

beangryatMaSiwelabutIamnot,Ilovemymomso

muchthatIknowshewouldneverdoanythingifshe

thoughtitwasn'twhatbest.Iknowthroughthecrazy,

sillythereisasupervulnerablewomanbutatthe

sametimeshe'sstrongandoneofthebravest

womenIhaveeverknown.SoIamnotangrybutI

justdon'tfeelanythingtoMrGasabeingmyfather,I

knowthatmaycomeacrossasselfishbutitthe

truth.

...(silent)...

Zenande-wow...

Nelly-amIaselfishperson?AmIbeingirrational

rightnowormaybeIamjustbeingspoiledbrat?I



meanIknowofpeoplewhowouldkillofknowing

theirfatherorhavearelationshipwithhimbuthereI

amgiventheopportunitybutIjustfeelblank,empty.

Zenande-(holdsherhand)youknowIwillalwaysbe

honestwithyounomatterwhatright?

Shenods....

Zenande-Ithinkyouneedhelp,justhearmeout

beforeyoudisputethis.Isayyouneedhelpbecause

IseeapatternwithyouwhichIseeinme.Itnotbad

tonotfeelanythingbecausesometimesweare

facedwithsituationsthatwejustgenuinelydon't

careforbutinthiscase(sheshakesherhead)Nelly

youjustfoundoutwhoyourfatheris?,youjust

foundtheotherhalfwhichyoubelongtoo.Thisis

yourotherfamily,thisisthemanthathelpedbring

youtolife.Youcan'tnotfeelanything,itnothealthy

babygirl.Letmetellyouwhyyoufeelasifyoudon't

feelanything,itbecauseyouhavetrainedyourselfto

switchoffanyfeelingsthathavecamewith"daddy



issues".Iknowyoulongedforyourdadonfather's

day,daddydances,teapartiesotherwiseyou

wouldn'thavementionedthoseparticulareventsif

youdidn't.Youspecificallytoldmeaboutthem

becauseyouknowexactlyhowyoufeltwhenyou

watchedotherskidswiththeirdaddies.SureDon

wastherebutitwasn'tthesame.Iunderstandthat

youdon'tneedafatherinyourliferightnow?And

thattrueitislittletolatetomakethosememories

butitnottoolatetobuildsomesortofrelationship

withhim.Abandonmentscarcutsverydeep,trust

meIknow.Butyouhaveamanthatwillingtohavea

relationshiphere.Ihaveamotherwhonevereven

triedorbotheredtoloveme,boozeandthenextfix

weremoreimportantthanherchildrenfuture.Don't

closeyourselfofflikeIhave,youalreadysuckwith

men,Iknowhowscaredyou'reofnotbeing"enough"

andthatpartiallyMrGasafaultbecauseyouoften

wonderedwhy"mydad"isn'there?Sizweputthe

finalnailwhenheleftyou,youwerenot"enough"for

him.NowyougotSbanibutyoustillfearneverbeing

"enough".Thatwhyyouchoseamaledominated

fieldbecauseyouwantedtoprovethatyoucanbe



justasgoodasamanorcanbethatyouwanted

acceptance,toprovethatyou're"enough"right?

...(silent)...

Zenande-youdon'thavetoansweryouknowIam

right.Youneedhelporyouwillbelikeme,justlike

youfearnotbeing"enough"Ifear"commitment"I

don'tdocommitmentatall,Ihaveseenhowthings

justdon'tlast,lookatwhatlovedidtomymother?

Lookatwhatitmademyfatherdo?Ineverwanta

mantodothattome,Idon'twanttolovesomeone

thatwhentheyleaveIfindmyselfinahellholelike

mymother.Shecouldnevercommittoherselfand

childrenbecauseshelovedthewrongmantoodeep

thatshelostherself.Justlikeyouhaveclosedof

anyfeelingsassociatedwith"daddy"Ihaveclosed

allfeelingsassociatedwith"lovingaman".Yousee

thepattern?

...(silent)...



TheybothsitsilentlyasZenandewordssinkin....

Meanwhile....

MaSiwelatearfullyslidesdownthewallandsitson

thetilefloor,sheheardeverything,fromwhatNelly

saidtoeverywordZenandespoke.Itwastoomuch

forher,twobeautifulgirlsbutbrokeninside,shehad

alwaysthoughtherdaughterwastheboldandfierce

typeallbecausethathowshetaughthertobebut

hearingthatpartofherboldandfiercenessis

becauseshefearsthatsheisn't"enough",that

somehowherworkethicandheranimalistichunger

isallherseekingvalidation,ithurts.Thanthereis

Zenande,asmuchasshe'snowwiththem,afamily

she'sneverhadbutitcannevererasethepainand

sufferingshehasedured,itcanneverhealthescar

thathasbeencarvedinsideher.She'swillingtolive

herlifedeprivingherselfoflove.Itallwasabitterpill

toswallowbutknowthatshethinksaboutit,she



shouldhaveseenthecracks,Sbanihadmanagedto

makeherdaughtersomewhatweak,vulnerableand

withZenandesheavoidedeveryrelationshiptopic,

shewasthefirstpersonwhoshewatchedTitanic

withandnevershedonetearwhenJackdied.She

didn'tevenseemfazedbytheromance.Shewiped

hertearsandstoodinherfeet,tookadeepbreath

andwalkedtotheLounge...

MaSiwela-(clearsthroat)afternewyearseveIam

bookingallofusintotherapyanditnotupfor

discussion.Therewouldbeoneforusasafamily

andindividualsessions.

...(silent)...

Nelly-(sighs)Iloveyoumom...

MaSiwelablinksthetearsandwalkstowherethe

girlsareseated,theyallsharedagrouphugteary...



MaSiwela-thereisnoMannualtolovingyouguys

butIjustwanttobethebestmomandmomsterI

caneverbe..

Thabolooksatthemconfusedseeingallofthem

withtears,Nkanyezimakesanirritatedsound,

alertingthemtomoveawayfromeachother,seeing

thattheyhavehersquashedinthemiddle...

Nelly-(laughs)mybabyreallyhatesbeingstaffed...

MaSiwela-(rollseyes)kuyazitshelanjelokho

Theyalllaugh....

Thabo-(confused)whyareyouallcrying?

Zenande-(smiles)wejusthappyboyboy....

Thabo-(shakeshishead)Women!!!



WiththatsaidhegoesbacktoentertainingNsika...

ATTHANDEKA'SFLAT

Shewaslookingthroughtheclassifiedsectionof

thenewspaper,searchingifarethereanyvacant

posts.Shewashappyaboutherjobbutweallknow

thereisnogrowingatthebank,youstayinthesame

positionuntilyouretire...

Thandeka-Mxmthisisjustuseless...

Shefrustratedlywalkstothekitchenandopensthe

fridge,notsatisfiedwithanythingthatwasinside

shemakesamentalnotetoherselfthatsheneeds

togogroceryshopping.Herphonedisturbsherby

ringing,sheclosesthefridgeandrunstoit...



Thandeka-hello..

Shaka-helloTee,itShaka..

Thandeka-(sighs)ufunani?(Whatdoyouwant?)

Shaka-what'swiththeattitude?

Thandeka-Ireallydon'twantanydramainmylife

rightsandyouZulu'shavetonsofit..

Shaka-(laughs)theirony...

Sheroleshereyes,shecoulddetactfromhislaugh

thatheprobablyknowsexactlywhathappened

Christmasday...

Thandeka-howcanIhelpyouShaka?

Shaka-IhavesomethingIwantustotalkabout.Let

meetintwodays

Thandeka-whatdoyouwant?

Shaka-(boldvoice)intwodaysThandeka...



Withthatheendedthecall...
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ATMASIWELA'SHOUSE

Afteraveryemotionalmomentbetweenthethree

women,theyhuggedthingsoutandwentonwith

theirday.Nellywaspackingherovernightbagwhen

hermomandZenandewalkedin...

MaSiwela-Gideonisdownstairs..

Nelly-(looksaround)Iamalmostdone,just

checkingifthereissomethingIamforgetting.

Zee-(looksatthebag)youpackedforyourselfand

therascalsinthatonebag?

Nelly-(shakesherhead)no,Iamnotpackingfor



them,Sbanihasclothesforthemathisplace.

MaSiwela-(looksather)NosexNelisiwe.

Zenandelaughs....

Nelly-(rollseyes)wewon'thavesexma,thedoctor

hasn'tclearedmeyet.

MaSiwela-Good!!!Idon'twantyouhavingadozen

kids,webothknowGidshootsthreetimesthanan

averageman.IlovethefactthatIamagrandmother

nowbutIamnotMam'Dollyandmyhouseisnotan

orphanage.

ZenandeandNellybothlookateachotherthan

MaSiwela...

MaSiwela-(shrugs)What?Don'ttellmeyoudon't

knowthatmosttimesthewomenthatarecare

takersofanorphanagearealwaysnamedDolly,



Agnes,NandiorandnotforgettingMary.

Zenande-(laughs)Maryisprobablytheonethat

"saved"preachesthewordofGodalot..

MaSiwela-(nods)yeah,everybodythinkssheisa

virginbutshe'sshaggingitupwiththepastor

Luther...

Nelly-(nods)truemamaandweallknowhowLuther

likestoroleplay..

Theylookateachotherandburstoutlaughing...

Nelly-(smiles)youguysarereallysilly..

Zenande-(smiles)youknowIloveyouright?

Nelly-(shakesherheadlaughing)noIamnotleaving

myperfumeZee.

MaSiwela-(looksatNelly)younot?

Nellyfoldsherarmsandlooksatthem...



Nelly-yesIamnotleavinganything.

Zenande-(rollseyes)wellwehavebeenusingitso

youmightaswelljustleaveit..

MaSiwela-itnotlikeyoucan'taffordanotherone..

Nelly-(laughs)exactlyIamaworkingwoman,that

affordstosmelllikeIdo.Youtwoontheotherhand

(shakesherhead)sticktoJustineandAvon

products,itwithinyourpaygrade.

Zenande-wooooo!!!!Babygirl,Iamhurt...

Nelly-(giggles)thetruthdoesthattoyoubabe..

MaSiwelastandsupfromthebed...

MaSiwela-(looksatNelly)aveuyinja!!!

Withthatsheleavestheroom,NellyandZenande

burstoutlaughing...



Nelly-Iloveyoutoomom!!!

ATMPANGENI....

Acarstopped,thepassengerdooropened,Lindiwe

wasroughlythrownoutthecar,beforeherwhole

bodyeventouchedthegroundthecarspeedout,

leavingherstrugglingtogetupfromthefloorwhile

cursing.Theneighborswalkouttheirhouses

wantingtoseethecrazywomanwhowasshouting

andcursinginthestreet.Shefinallymanagedto

standonherfeetbutshewasusingthesmallgate

tobalanceherself...

Lindiwe-(looksaround)nibukani?,hlekaniphela,

Nxi!!!!Nizinjakabinina(Whatareyoulookingat?

Laugh!!!!,youallDogs)

Shetriedtostandonherownbutshefellflatonthe



floorexposingherbutt.Thekidswhowereplayingin

thestreetlookedatherandburstoutlaughing

seeingherassandboobsout..

Kid1-(laughing)bukaiphentilakamakaThabo

lengcolile

Kid2-(giggles)Mhlampelinesishlama

Thekidsburstoutlaughingevenmorepointat

Lindiwe...

Lindiwe-(looksatthekids)hambanilalezinto

ezimbilezi(goawayyouuglythings)...

Shekeptcursingandshouting,stillstrugglingto

standstillandwalk...

Woman1-(shakesherhead)itsuchashamengo

Lindiwe...



Woman2-Itriedcallingherdaughterlastweekbut

shestraightuptoldmenevertocallheragainifit

aboutLindiwe.

Woman3-doyouthinksheuseswhooganow?I

meanlookather,ungcolile.

Woman1-Iwon'tbesurprisedifshedid.Iheardshe

worksforBobbynow,weallknowwhatthatmeans...

ThewomansighandwalkuptowardswhereLindiwe

was....

Woman2-letgetherinsidebeforeondabaseeher

likethis...

ATMTSHIGWANEFARMS

Nomusawasbusysweepingtheyardwhenher

friendcamerunningtoherwithherphone...



Friend-(smiles)indodayakhokadeifonile(your

manjustcalled)

Nomusadropsthebroom andlooksbehindher

checkingifhermotherwasanywhereinsight.She

draggedherfriendsotheywerenowstanding

behindoneoftherondavels...

Nomusa-(foldsherarms)youwantmyfamilyto

hearyou.

Friend-(rollseyes)ubabawakhoisatthechiefs

house.(Givesherthephone)thumelaindodaucall

backizofonayona.

Nomusasighsandtakesthephonesendingacall

backtoBless..

Nomusa-whenImovetoeThekwiniyoubetter

deletehisnumber.



Friend-yeahwhateverbitch...uhambaninivele?

(Whenareyouleaving?)

Nomusa-(blushes)Angazi(Idon'tknow)

Friend-wellwhenhecalls,umbuze(askhim)

Nomusa-(shakesherhead)angifunikubukeke

engathingiyamufuna(Idon'twantittoseemlikeI

wanthim)

Friend-(rollseyes)kuningiokusameleukufunde

ngamadoda(thereisstillalotyouneedtolearn

aboutmen)thisguysalreadyknowsyouinterested,

whyelseareyousneakingaroundandusingyour

"friends"phonetocallhim.VukaMusa,youtoo

beautifultobethisslow.

Nomusa-(smirks)sincewhendoyouspeakthis

muchEnglish...

Friend-(smiles)wellrememberItoldyou

nginendodaentsha(Ihaveanewman)?

Nomusanodsandlooksatherfriend...



Friend-well,itoneofthoseSomalianguysthatjust

openedaminisupermarketinourvillage.

Nomusa-(laughs)youjokingright?

Friend-(shakesherhead)deadseriousoe...

Nomusa-buttheystingywithmoney,(shrugs)

atleastthatwhatIheard..

Friend-(sighs)wellIhaveaguythatgivesmemoney

so...(sheshrugs)

Nomusa-thanwhyyoudatinghim?

Friend-hegivesmegroceries,uyaziwestrugglingat

homeforthemoment.

Nomusacoulddetectthesadtoneonherfriends

voice,shewasabouttorespondwhenthephone

ringed,shetookadeepbreathandanswered...

Nomusa-hello..

Bless-(smiles)aawmyShukuta..



Sheblushed,drawingcirclesonthegroundwithher

feet...

Nomusa-unjani?

Bless-Iamokay,howareyou?

Shecouldsomehowdetectfromhisvoicethathe

wasn'tfine,butshedidn'twanttoseemnoseyso

shedecidednottoask...

Nomusa-okay....whyhaven'tyoubeencalling?

Sheheldhermouth,okayshereallydidn'tmeanto

askthat...

Nomusa-uhmm I,aah...

Bless-(chuckles)itokay,youdohavearighttoask



meanything,uyakwazilokhoangithi(youknowthat

right)?

Nomusa-uhmmyeah...

Bless-(smiles)Ihaveasmallproblematthe

momentemsebenzinibutIwillsortitout.Imissyou..

Nomusa-(blushes)okay...

Bless-(laughs)don'tyoumissme?

Nomusa-(blushesevenmore)angazi...

HerfriendrollshereyesandpinchesNomusa,

indicatingsheshouldsay"shemisseshimtoo"...

Bless-(smiles)wellIdoandnextweekIcomingto

getyou...

Sheblushedevenmoreandcontinuedtodraw

circlesonthegroundastheykepttalking,wellhe

wasdoingthemost...



InsideSbani'scar...

Helooksathiskidsthroughthemirror...

Sbani-(smiles)Istillcan'tbelieveyougavemetwo

kids..

Nelly-(smiles)technicallyIgaveyouthreekids.

(Laughs)mymotherwarnedmenottohavesexwith

youbecauseyoushootthreetimethananaverage

man...

Theybothlaugh...

Sbani-thatsuresoundslikeyourmother..

Nelly-(smiles)MaSiwelaissomethingelse(looksat

him)Ihappytobeherewithyou,Iknowwejust

insideacarandweprobablygoingtospendtherest

ofourafternoonnotalonebutIamstillhappy.AllI



wantisthis,thesimplicityofjustbeingwithyouand

ourkids,Ilovethat.

Sbani-(holdsherhand)Iknow...

Theystareateachotherbuthisgazequicklylooks

backattheroad.Hecouldfeeltheanxietyofwhat's

tocomebuildinginsideofhim...

Nelly'sphonevibrates,shetakesitoutherhandbag

andsmileslookingatthecallerID..

Nelly-(smiles)awusangifuniwena...

Mthoko-(laughs)Iknewyouwouldsaythat..

Nelly-shebetterbeworthy..

Mthoko-(smiles)Ihaveafeelingthatsheis,uright

kodwa?

Nelly-(sighs)Iamokay,momthinksIshouldtry

therapy..



Mthoko-whatdoyouthink?

Nelly-Iwillgiveitatry,Ihavesomeotherissues,

enoughaboutme,how'syourtripandwhenyou

comingback?

Mthoko-IamhavingthetimeofmylifebutIam

headinghometonight...

Nelly-(pouts)Iwontbehome..

Mthoko-yeahwell,technicallyIwon'tgohome,Iam

headingtoMpumalanga..

Nelly-wiBlesserneh?

Heburstoutlaughing...

Mthoko-ngidlaimaliyami,anginanganephelamina..

Nelly-wooo!!!Holdupwithyourguns.

Mthoko-(laughs)ngiyadlala.

Theycontinuetochatandcatchup...



ATSHAKA'SAPARTMENT

Shaka-Mybrotherisgoingtoprison,Ineed

protectionforhiminside..

Bruce'seyeswiden,hegulpshiswhiskeyandsits

backbrushinghisface...

Bruce-youserious?

Shaka-(nods)Ineedyoutogethimprotectionon

theinside.Iamhopingifmyplansworkshewon't

gotoprisonbutrightnowIjustneedallangles

covered.

Bruce-thiswillcostyou..

Shaka-moneyisnotaproblemyouknowthat.

Bruce-okay(looksathim)howdoyouplanon

helpinghim?MaybeIcan..



Shaka-(shakeshishead)justdowhatIamasking

now,letmehandletherest.

Brucenods,theybothsitandabsorbthesituation

theyfacedwith...

RemembertoLIKEandCOMMENTalways

[11/3,21:06]Marcia:Insert109

ATNDAWORARESIDENCE..

Bless-Mysunshineweredoyouwanttoeat?

Matema-welltheweatherisniceandsunny,Ithink

thegardenwillbeaniceplacetoeatbutletwaitfor

ourguest,seeiftheyliketheideaornot.

Bless-(shakeshishead)wethehostsoifwesaywe

eatingoutsidethanoutsideitis.Theyhavenosay

here.



Matema-(smiles)Didyouinviteyourothersiblings?

Bless-(nods)NomveloandSandilearecomingbut

Bandileisn't,apparentlyhehasrugbypractice.

Matema-(sighs)wellthatabummer,Iwashoping

youkidsgettoknoweachother.

Bless-wewillmamabutBandileneedstolearntodo

thingsforhimselfandnotMoses.

Matema-yeah,remembertoalwaysbetherefor

eachotherassiblingsnomatterwhatokay?

Bless-okaymama..

Hesideshugsherandkisseshercheek..

Matema-Iamhappythatyouhaveafamilynow,I

wasworriedyou...

Bless-(shakeshishead)letnottalkaboutthatnow,

todayisahappyday.



Shenodsandtheybothwalktowherethecooks

are...

ATTHEGASARESIDENCE...

MrsGasawasseateddrinkingwineandreadinga

magazinewhenBandilecamedownstairsinhisgym

wear...

MrsGasa-(frowns)ain'tyousupposetobeatyour

brothershouse,IthinkIheardyoursistermention

somethingaboutlunch.

Bandile-yeahbutDadbookedmepracticesession

with...

MrsGasa-(sighs)Bandilejuststop,enoughabout

whatyourfathersaidorwant.Wenawhatdoyou

want?

Bandile-(sighs)Mom,youknowhowdadis..

MrsGasa-(shakesherhead)itholidaysforGod



sake,you'reyoung.Beyoungbaby,turnandgoback

toyourroom,changeandtellyoursisteryouwill

thematBlesshouse.

BandilewasabouttospeakbutMrsGasastopped

him...

MrsGasa-Iwillspeaktoyourfather,justgo..

Hesmilesandnodsgoingbacktohishome...

ATZANDILEANDSIPHO'SHOUSE

ShewalkstotheirbedroomandfindsSipholaidin

bedwatchingtv...

Zah-whatdoyouwantforlunch?



...(silent)...

Zah-(looksathim)Sipho..

Heglancesatherandthanhisfocusgoesbackto

thetvscreen..

Zah-(annoyed)Fine,stayquietfortherestofnext

yearaswell.

Sipho-(looksather)ufunangithiniZandile?(What

doyouwantmetosay?)

Zah-(foldsherarms)whatwasthequestion?

Sipho-IamnothungryZandile,isthereanythingelse

thatyouwant?

Sheshakesherhead,heglancesatheronemore

timeandthanmoveshiseyesbacktothescreen.

Shewasabouttowalkawaywhensheturnedback

andlookedathimannoyed...



Zah-youactingasifIamtheonewhoruinedthis

marriagewhenyoudid,buthearIambeingawifeto

yourungreatfulass.

...(silent)...

Shegotevenmoreannoyedbyhissilenttreatment.

Shewaswantedtospitbackbutthevibratingofhis

phonedisturbedher...

Sipho-hello

Shaka-(boldvoice)howisyourdaylooking

tomorrow?

Sipho-nothingyet,why?

Shaka-Ineedtoseeyou..

Sipho-okay,smsmethetimeandplace,Iwillbe

there...



...(silent)...

Zah-(foldhisarms)thatyourbitchcalling?

Hesitsupfromthebedandwalkstostandbeside...

Sipho-(smirks)yes,doyouwanttogetyourkitready,

chainbothofusinsidethebedroomagain.

...(silent)...

Sipho-Ididn'tthinksotoo,IthinkIamhungryfor

thatlunchnowwife...

Hesaysthatandkisseshercheekwalkingaway

fromher...



ATTHENDAWORARESIDENCE

MrsNdaworaandNomvelowerebusyadmiring

babyNkanyeziandNsikawhilethemensetup

outside...

Matema-youhavebeautifulbabiesmychild,God

hasblessedyouandhewillcontinuetoblessyou

abundantly.

Nelly-(smiles)Thankyoumama,itfeelsgoodto

hearthosewordsfromsomeonelikeyou.

Bonolo-areyoumarried?(LooksatNelly)

NomvelolooksatNellywitharaisedeyebrow.

Nelly-(shakesherhead)No,

Mvelo-(looksatBonolo)whydoyouask?

Bonolo-(shrugs)Ijustthoughtshewas,especially



withthetwokids.

Nelly-areallwomenwithtwokidsmarried?

Bonolo-Iguessnot..

Mvelo-thatwasadumbquestion,areallydumbone.

Don'tbethejudgmentaltypehoney,itnotcute.

Theyalllaughawkwardly,youcouldn'tmissthelittle

awkwardsilent...

Meanwhileoutsideinthegarden...

Sbani-sodidyoucallyourvillagequeen?

Bless-(laughs)yeah(looksatSbani)Ishouldbe

thankingyouBafo,yousavedmethedrama.Can

youbelievetheshyNomusaactuallyhadthegutto

askmewhyIhavebeenquietlately.

SbanistopswhathewasdoingandlooksatBless...



Sbani-(laughs)youkiddingright?

Bless-(chuckles)Nope,itwaskindofcutethough..

Sbani-thisgirlhasyoubytheballs(looksatSandile)

Doyouhaveagirlfriend?

Sandile-(chuckles)Ididbutwebrokeupanditwas

thebestdecisionofmylife,girlsarejusttoomuch

stress..

BlessandSbanilookateachotherandburstout

laughing...

Bless-Theyarebutthepussydawg!!!...

Sandile-Toogood...

Sbani-I'dtellyoutwofoolsallaboutgreatpussybut

Idon'twanttoscaryouforlife,butthetwobeautiful

babiesIgaveyoursistershouldbealltheproofyou

need.



BothBlessandSandilefrown...

Sbani-(laughs)passmethatchair...

Theycarryonlaughingandhavingagreattime

discussingwomen...

Inthekitchen...

Nomvelo-so....doyouknowBlessnewgirlfriend?

Nelly-Newgirlfriend?

Nomvelo-yeahsomegirlhemetwhenyouguys

wereatthevillage.

Nelly-(smiles)ohyoumeanNomusa,greatgirl,

beautifultoo...

...(silent)...



NellylooksatNomvelo,hereyeswidenbutshe

quicklycoversupwithasadlook...

Nelly-I'msorry...

Mvelo-itokay,Imeanatleastwehaveasibling

relationship.

Nelly-Iknowbutitstillmustsuck,Iknowhowmuch

youactuallylikedhim..

Nomvelo-Istilllikehim,alot...

Nelly-(looksather)youneedtoletthosefeelinggo

babygirl,he'syourbrother.

Nomvelo-canItellyousomething

Nelly-(nods)yeah..

Nomvelo-Iwanttohavesexwithhim...

...(silent)...

Nomvelo-maybeinthatwayIwillstophavingall



thesewhatsif'sandfantasiesaboutthebothofus...

...(silent)...

Nomvelo-youunderstandright?

Nelly-(holdsherhand)he'sourbrother,brotherbabe,

letthisgo.Youknowwhat,letgojointheothers,I

thinkIheardBandile'svoice...

Shegaveheronelastsympatheticlookbeforethey

walkedoutsidetothegarden...

30minuteslater....

Theyallwereseatedaroundthetablehavinglunch,

theytalkedeverythingfrompolitics,marriage,kids.

Thedayseemedblissfulforthebunch,thesiblings

gottoknoweachother,itsafetosaytheywereall

havingfun.Laughterwasaroundthetableuntil



Shakastoodbeforethem..

Shaka-(smiledlightly)Sanibonani...

Theyallgreetedhimback...

Matema-(smiles)uhmm,getachairandcomejoin

usthereisplentyoffood.

Shaka-IwouldlovetoomamabutIaminahurry,I

justneedtohaveaquickwordwithmybrotherand

Bless..

Hesaidthatandwalkedbackinsidethehouse,

BlessandSbanilookedateachother,theyexcused

themselvesandwalkedinsidethehouse...

Mvelo-isitmeorhedidnotlooklikethecheerful

Shakethatweallusedtoo..



Nelly-(lookswheretheyallwalkedtoo)something

iswrong,Icanfeelit....

Meanwhileinsidethehouse

Bless-(looksatShaka)what'supman?

Shaka-youbothmightwanttositdownforthis...

Sbani-(Looksathim)justspititout...

Shaka-IknowaboutNtokozo...

...(silent)...

Sbani-(blankface)Ialreadyfiguredthatout,nowtell

mewhatdoyouwant?

Bless-wait?Howdidyouknow?Areyoutheone

that...

Shakastoppedhim...



Shaka-youdon'twanttosaysuchthingswhileyou

surroundedbysomanyears...IamherebecauseI

knowwhohasNtokozo...

SbaniandBlesslookateachotherthanlookedat

Shakawiththe"welistening"face...

Shaka-MosesGasa...

Whenhesaidthosewords,bothSbaniandBless

bodieswentcold,theybothknewthiswasnotgood

atall...
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Thenextday...

ATTHANDEKA'SFLAT...

Sheopenedthedoor,Shakasmiledlightlyand

walkedinside.Shefrownedlookingatthetime,it

waswayearlyforvisitors...

Thandeka-(foldsherarms)usibonileisikhathi?(Did

youseethetime?)

Shaka-(shrugs)canwesit?Ineedustogetthis

doneveryquickly,Ihavesomewhereelsetobe.

Shesighsandleadshimtothecouch...

Thandeka-whatthatinyourhands?(Looksatthe

filehehadwithhim)

Shaka-(handsherthefile)thisiswhatIwantedus



todiscuss,inyourhandsyouhavethepapersthat

securesyourson'sfuture.

HereyeswidenlookingatShaka,notbelievingthat

sheheardhimcorrectly,sheglancesathimagain...

Thandeka-isthiswhatIthinkitis?

Shaka-(nods)That,youholdingisasetofpapers

thataretobeattachedtoSbani'swillaswellasthe

Zuluempire.IfyousignthosepapersSJwouldbe

setforlife.

Thesmileonherfacecouldn'tbemissed,shewas

nofool,ofcoursesheknowssigningthesepapers

wouldmeanforherson'sfuture...

Thandeka-(looksatShaka)what'sthecatch?Iknow

there'ssomethingwhichyouwantinreturnandwhy

isn'tSbaniherehimself?



Shaka-youknowverywellthatyou'renothis

favouriteperson..

Thandeka-okaybutyoustilldidn'ttellmethecatch?

Shaka-there'snocatch,allwewantisthatyousign

theotherformsinthatfile,anewbirthcertificate

wouldbeissuedforSJindicatingSbaniashisfather.

Thandeka-he'ssurnamealreadyisZulu,Idon'tsee

theneedforanewbirthcertificate.

Shaka-Sbanineedstohaveparentalrightstohis

son.

Thandeka-Healreadydoes,Idon'tseewhythereis

needforallthis..

Shaka-wepracticalpeople,wedon'tlike

uncertainties.Wehaveapeaceofmindwhen

everythingislegitanddottedonpaper.

ShelooksatthedocumentandthanatShaka,his

faceisblankandgivesnothingaway.Butthiswas

Shakashehadnoreasontodoubtanythingabout

him.Shakacouldseethedoubtinhereyes,he



neededhertosignallthesedocuments....

Shaka-youcancallyourlawyerifyouwant,wecan

sithereashedoesthrougheverythingbeforeyou

sign,Icanseeyouabithesitantonsigning...

....(silent)....

Helooksather,hoppingshetakesthebait....

....(silent)...

Shaka-okayMathandiejustcallyourlawyer,Iwill

leaveyouwiththedocu....

Thandeka-uhmmNO!!!!Itfine(looksatShaka)itjust

insuranceformsright?

Hesmilesandnodslookingrightbackather...



Shaka-right...

Shegrabsapenandsitdownwhilesigningand

puttingherinitialsoneverysinglepaper...

ATTHEZULURESIDENCE....

MrZulu-(looksatthetime)whereisthisboy?He

wassupposetobehere20minutesago..

MrsZulu-doyouhaveanyideawhyhewantsto

meetup?

MrZulu-(shakeshishead)No...

MrsZuluwasabouttosaysomethingwhenshe

heardfootstepsmakingtheirwaytothem,insidethe

study,thepersonknockedonthedoor,Siphowalked

inside...



Sipho-(looksathisfather)Mageba..

MrZulu-(nods)Ndodana(son)

Hewalkstowardshismotherandhugher,kissesher

cheek...

Sipho-howareyou?

MrsZulu-(smiles)Iamokay,IfeellikeIhaven'tseen

yousinceforever.

Sipho-(laughs)Imissyoutoomom..

MrsZulu-youkidsdon'tloveusanymore,itthe

holidaysbutnoneofyouwanttoevenspendafew

hourswithus.

MrZulu-zibalewedwa,Iamfinewithoutseeingtheir

faces..

Theyalllaugh...



Sipho-(looksaround)whereisShaka?Hecalledme

andsaidhewantstotalk...

MrZuluandMrsZulubothlookateachotherand

thanSipho...

MrsZulu-hecalledyoutoo?

Sipho-(nods)yeah,yini?What'sgoingon?

MrZulu-(shrugs)Idon'tknowbuthealsocalledus

andsaidhewantedtotalk,buthe'slate..

Sipho-hesoundedoffonthephone,likesomething

waswrong.

MrsZulu-ohGodIhopeitnothingbad,Iwas

actuallyhopingwestartanewyearwithoutany

drama.

Thedooropened,Shakaclosedthedoorandwalked

inside.Theyallstaredathim,helookedatthemand



sighed...

Shaka-youallmightwanttositdownforthis...

ATZIMBALIESTATE...

Nellywokeupaloneinbed,shebrushedherface

andblinkedafewtimes.Shelookedaroundand

foundthatNobodywasherewithher,shewalkedto

thebathroom,aftershefinishedbrushingherteeth

shewalkedtothebabynursery.Bothcotswere

empty,soshemadeherwaytothekitchen.When

shewasabouttopasstheloungearea,shestopped

lookingatthesightbeforeher.Shesmiledand

walkedtowheretheglassdoorwas,shestoodthere

andwatchedSbanireadingabooktobothNkanyezi

andNsika.Hehadasmallpicnicsetup,shelooked

aroundandnoticedthesmallgardenwhichhad

flowersgrowing,wellthelasttimeshewashere,

therewasnogarden,hemusthaveorganised

everythingthetimehewassettingupanurseryshe



thoughttoherself.Sheslowlywalkedtowhereher

smallfamilywasandsquattednexttoSbani,he

lookedupatherandsmiledbabykissingher...

Nelly-(smiles)morning...

Sbani-(smiles)itactuallygoodday,haveyoulooked

atthetime...

Shegaspedandtookhisphonewhichwasonthe

floornexttohimandlookedatthetime...

"13:23"

Nelly-(shocked)Isleptthatmuch,whydidn'tyou

wakemeup?Ohmygod!!!Thebabies,theyneedto

changetheirdiapers,theyneedtobefed...

Hesmileslookingatherpanicking,shestoppedand

lookedathim...



Nelly-(frowns)whyyoulookingatmelikethat?

Sbani-(laughs)(shrugs)Ijustloveseeingthissideof

you(kissedher)justsitandenjoyyourcold

breakfast..

Nelly-(looksathim)whataboutthe...

Sbani-(rollseyes)Idideverything(smilesproudly)I

changedtheirdiapers,trustmeitwasn'tapretty

sight,Ican'tbelievehowcansuchcutelittlethings

producethatyellow,green...

Nelly-(laughs)okaystop!!!Noneedtodescribe all

that,Istillwanttoenjoymyfood..

Sbani-(laughs)sorrybabeanywaysIwastellingyou

aboutmydaddyondutymorning.AfterIremoved

theirdiapers,Igavethembothawash,yourson

hateswatersoitwasn'tastrugglewithhimbutour

littlestar,IthinkIwitnessedherfirstrebellious

tantrum.

Nelly-(smiles)she'salady,weloveourlongbaths...

Sbani-(smiles)yeah,shelookedreallyhappywhen



shewasinthewater,anywaysIpickedouttheir

outfits,whichsurprisinglyIenjoyeddoing.Ihad

plannedonabeautifulgardenbreakfastforallofus

butyouweresooutofit,Idecideditjustgoingtobe

us.(Feelingevenmoreproud)Ifedthemtheir

bottleswhichImadefromscratch...

Shesmiledseeinghowhappyandproudofhewas

ofhimself.Actuallyhesurprisedher,butmoresohe

surprisedhimself...

Nelly-soIcanleavethemwithdaddywhilemommy

goesonaspardaywiththegirls...

Sbani-pssshofcourseIgotthis...

Nelly-(laughs)okaysuperdad(shelooksatthefood)

sodidyoumakeallthis?

Theybothlookateachotherandburstoutlaughing...



Sbani-IamsuperdadnotChefGordonRamsey

Nelly-(kisseshim)Iwouldtake"superdad"over

GordonRamseyanydaybabe.

Sbani-don'tyouwanttogoandreheatallthisfood.

Nelly-(shakesherhead)Nah,IamlazysoIwilljust

eatitcold..

Helaughsandshakeshisheadlookingather,he

glancesatthebabies,theywerebothasleepnow.

Heputsthebookdownandtakesthefoodfromher...

Sbani-Myjobofbeingsuperdadisdone,nowletme

beboyfriendoftheyear,Iwillheatthisupforus.

Nelly-(smiles)youhaven'teaten?

Sbani-yep,Iwantedustoeattogether..

Nelly-(blushes)youdefinitelygettingablowie

today...



Shespankshisass,helaughsshakinghisheadand

makeshiswayinsidethehousewiththeirfood...

ATTHEZULURESIDENCE...

Itwasallquiet,everyonewasstilltryingtolet

everythingthatShakahassaidsinkin,MrsZulu

couldfeelhertearswantingtocomeout..

MrsZulu-(chokesonhersaliva)whatdoyoumean

murder?

Sipho-(looksatShaka)Idon'tunderstand,Imean

thereisnowaySbanicoulddosuchathing,maybe

youmistakenBafo..

Shaka-(sighs)Ican'tgointodetailbutIjustwanted

youguystoallknow,heneedsoursupport,I

promisetotellyouallthedetailonce

wehaveallplayedourpartsinhelpinghim.

MrsZulu-(teary)Idon'twanttobelievethis(shakes



herhead)NO,No!!!

Sipho-Iknowwedisagreealotwithhim,buthe'sstill

mybrother(staresatShaka)areyousureabout

whatyousaying?

Shaka-(nods)deadseriousBafo....

MrsZulu'sloudcryisheardallovertheroom,Sipho

triesandcomfortstheirmother...

MrZulu-(looksatShaka)whatdoyouwantustodo?

Shaka-Ineedyoutocallanurgentboardmeetingfor

tomorrowmorning,thereyouwillannounceSbani's

resignationfromtheCEOposition,furthermoreyou

willmentionhisdecisiontodistancehimselffrom

everythingthathastodowithZulu&Sons.

Sipho-bydoingso,weensurethatwhenwords

spreadsoutabouthiscase,shareholdersandclients

donotfeelthreatenedwiththeirinvestments.

Shaka-(nods)correct!!!



MrZulu-whotakestheCEOposition?Ican'tdoit,I

havealotonmyplaterightnow.

Shaka-Ican'ttakethatpositiontoo,Ihaveloads

withtheconstructiondepartmentplusIhavetohelp

withSbani'scase.

Sipho-(looksatthem)wellIcanoccupytheseat,I

meanIknoweverythingaboutthebusiness,Iam

wellacquaintedwiththeboardmembers..

MrZulu-(sighs)itcan'tbeyouson,youjustnot...it

justcannotbeyou,youdoingagreatjobmanaging

allourdeportsandsites,itbestyoustaythere.

Sipho-butbaba,Icandoit,allowmetoprove

myself..

MrZulu-(shakeshishead)Idon'tneedsomeone

whostillneedstoprovethemselvesasZulu&Son's

CEO.Whenwordsspreadsaboutyourbrother,our

CEOneedstobesomeonewhoisnotapushover,

someonewhoisruthless,hungryandbold.That

boardroomwillbefilledwithallsortsofanimals,I

needanAlphanotaBeta.

Shaka-(looksathisfather)sowhowilltakethe



ropesofactingCEO?

MrZulu-Iwillthinkaboutit..

ShakanodsandlooksatSiphowithsympathetic

eyes,wellasmuchasSiphowasagoodmanager,

hejustdidn'thavetheballsofplayingwiththetop

dogs....

MrsZulu-(Sniffs)where'sSbaninow?

Shaka-hewantedtospendthisdaywithhisfamily,

heunderstandshedoesn'thavemuchtime.

Sipho-Idon'tthinkhewI'llsurviveinsidethere..

Shaka-(sighs)Iamworkingongettinghim

protectionfromtheinside..

MrsZulu-(looksatMrZulu)can'twefightthis?

Shaka-weworkingonthatmama,justletusdeal

withthis..

MrZulu-whendoyouthinkthearrestwillbemade?



Shaka-ifIamcorrect,Ithinknewyearsevenight..

MrsZulu-(widenseyes)Thatistomorrow..

MrZulu-(brusheshisface)wedon'thavemuchtime

than(standsup)letmegocontacttheboard..

Theynodateachother,MrsZulustartscryingeven

more.ShakastandsandlooksatSipho...

Shaka-Ican'tdealwiththisrightnow(pointsathis

mom)Ineedtorushsomewhere,yougotherright?

Sipho-(nods)yeahsho..

Shakawalksouttheirfather'sstudy,whileSipho

staysandcomfortshismother...
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ATSHAKA'SFLAT...

Bless-whatdoyouknowaboutthisguyBruce?

Shaka-(looksatBless)ifyouaskinghowwelldoI

knowBruceorwhatexactlyismyrelationshipwith

himis?thanyouranswerisBruceistomewhat

you'retoSbani...

....(silent)....

Bless-(looksatShaka)thereisonethingIstilldon't

get..

Shakalooksathimwiththe"goon"face...

Bless-howdidyouknowaboutNtokozo?Infacthow

didyouknowabouteverythingthatgoingon?

Shaka-(smirksandlooksatBless)younottheonly



onethatknowspeople.

Bless-(raiseshisbrow)Iamserious,howdidyou

know?

Shaka-(sighs)Ididn'tknowbutIguessmefucking

thewholeofDurbankindofpaidoff,letjustsayit

workedinmyfavour.

Bless-(looksathim)yougotsomebodyonthe

inside?

Shaka-(shakeshishead)Iamfuckingsomeoneon

theinside,weexclusive.

Bless-(frowns)ain'tyoudatingZenande?

Shaka-IneverdatedZee(sighs)itcomplicated.

Bless-(shakeshishead)sowhatyourplan?

Shaka-(shrugs)honestlyIdon'thaveone,whatare

youthinking?

Bless-IamhopingifitisMo..myfatherwhohasthe

body,IguessIamhopinghethinkofme,ofwhat

thiswilldotoNelly.(LooksatShaka)dudeareyou

sureithimthatdugthebodyup?Itjustdoesn't

makesense,whatdoeshegainfromsendingSbani



tojail?

Shaka-he'syourfather,youshouldaskhimthat,but

youcan'taskhimyetbecausehewillknowweonto

him.

Bless-Iguessyouright...

Thedooropened,afewsecondslaterBruce

emergedtotheLoungeareawithamanbehindhim,

Blesscouldn'texactlyseewhothemanwasbutas

soonastheman'seyeslandedonBlessandBless

eyeslandedontheman,bothmen'sgunswereout

pointingatoneanother.BruceandShakastood

therecompletelyshocked...

Shaka-(looksbetweenthem)okay,uhmmwhat's

goingon?

Man-(looksatBruce)WHATTHEFUCKISHEDOING

HERE?DIDYOUSETMEUP?

Bruce-(holdshishandsup)canyoubothjustput

yourgunsdown..



Man-YOUFUCKINGSETMEUP,YOU'REDEADMAN..

Shaka-nobodysetanybodyup(looksatBless)can

youputyourgunsdown..

Bless-(shakeshishead)NOFUCKINGWAY....DO

YOUKNOWWHOTHISIS?

Bruce-(looksatShaka)WHATTHEFUCKISGOING

ONMAN?ITHOUGHTWEWEREHERETODISCUSS

YOURBROTHERGETTINGPROTECTION.

Thetensioninsidetheroomwasheatedup,you

couldseehowbothBlessandthemanhave

suddenlybecamecoldandthisdark,dangerousaura

surroundedthem.Itwasclearasdaythatbothmen

werepreparedtopullthetriggerifneededtooand

bothmenweregoingtogodownfighting.Realising

thatnotonlywillthesetwomeninjurethemselves

butbothShakaandBrucewereinthefiringline.

Theyweregoingtobecontingenciesofagunbattle

betweenthesetwomen.IfBruceandShakadonot

dosomethingnow,noonewaswalkingoutofthis

roomalive.Shakaslowlywalkswithhishandsup



andstandsinthemiddleofbothmen,makingboth

thegunspointathim..

Bless-SHAKAGETTHEFUCKAWAY..

Man-(looksatShaka)youwanttodie?

Shaka-(takesadeepbreath)(sweating)CANYOU

BOTHJUSTLISTEN,WEDON'THAVEMUCHTIME

(looksatBless)thisisn'taboutwhateverbeefthisis,

itaboutmybrother,yourbestfriend.

Bless-(looksbetweenShakaandtheman)Tellhim

tolowerhisgun.

Man-FUCKNO!!!IAMNOTDOINGSHIT....

Bruce-lookSiyaIdon'tknowwhatthisisrighthere

butIswearIamnotsettingyouup.WhywillIdothat?

Istilllovepussyman,Idon'twanttodieyet.

Siya-(looksatBless)wegoingtolowerourgunsthe

sametime.

...(silent)...



ShakalooksatBlesswithhiseyebrowraised...

Bless-FINE!!!Butifhedamntriesanything,Iwill

blowhisbrainsout.

Siya-(annoyed)thatifIdon'tblowyoursfirst.

Shaka-okay!!!Okay!!!Canwelowerthegunsnow.

10minuteslater....

Siya-(looksatShaka)what'syourrelationshipwith

him?Youdoknowhe'sadruglord.

Shaka-(looksatBless)he'sfamily..

Bruce-(looksatBless)you'remafia..

Bless-(clickshistongue)NO,thatmoreofthe

Sibiya'sturf.Iamnomafia,Irunaneffectiveand

efficientbusiness.(LooksatSiya)Iamnothinglike

yourfamily.



Siya-(smiles)carefulthisisSouthAfrica,youinour

playground.

Bless-(boredlook)likeIgiveafuckaboutthat.

Siya-ofcourseyoudon't,daddyrunsthe

intelligence...

...(silent)...

Siya-(laughs)Ibetyouthoughtnobodyknowshuh?

Likeyousaid,younothinglikemyfamily,wealways

ahead.

Shaka-(looksatbothmen)arewegoingtohavea

problem?Ismybrothergoingtobesafeonthe

inside?

Siya-(sitsback)don'tworryaboutyourbrother,itwill

belikehe'sonholiday.

Bruce-lettalkfigures..

Siya-Iwillhavetogetbacktoyouwiththat.

Bless-(smirks)howcanIforget,youdon'trunthe



ship.DaddyandDabukodo.

Siya-yeahandwebothknowhowruthlesstheyboth

are,justbegladIamhereandnotthem.

Siyagulpshiswhiskeyandstanduptakinghisgun.

Siya-itbeennicegentlemenbutIhaveabeautiful

ladywaitingforme.

SiyawasabouttoturnwhenBlessspoke...

Bless-(sipshiswhiskeyandsmiles)sayhitoBuhle

forme..

Hestoppedhisbodygoingcoldinaninstant.He

clenchedhisteethandturnlookingatBless,who

hadtheworld'smostannoyinggrinonhisface...



Siya-(triesandmaskshispanick)stayaway

Ndawora,youdon'twanttomessthepeaceyou

havewithmyfamily.

Bless-yourfamilyisnottheonlyoneswhoare

alwaysahead.Goodluckonkeepinghersecret,we

bothknowdaddywillnottakeitlightlywhenhefinds

outabouther.

Hefrustratedlywalksoutthedoorbutthesweat

comingfromhisbodycouldn'tbemissed.Blesshita

nurve....

Shaka-wellthatwentwell..

Bless-(looksatBruce)Whatrelationshipdoyou

havewiththeSibiyafamily?

Bruce-None,IjustknowSiyabonga.

Bless-(looksatShaka)Ihopeyouknowwhatdoors

youhaveopened.Youdon'twanttocrosspathwith

thatfamily.

Shaka-Iwilltakemychances...



Blessshakeshisheadandstandsuptakinghiscar

keysfromthetable,walkingoutthedoor..

Bruce-Blessisagangster...

Shaka-Iknewhehasashadybusiness,Ijustdidn't

knowhe'sthatdeep.

Bothmensitbackinsilentthinkingaboutwhat

almosthappenedtoday.

ATGATEWAYSHOPPINGMALL...

Siphowasboredlypushingashoppingtrolleywhile

Zandilepickedwhatshewantedfromthefood

stands.

Zandile-uhmmdoyouthinkweshouldtakecokeor



cokezero?

Sipho-(shrugs)ituptoyou.

Zah-wellIpersonallyfeellikeweshouldkeep

avoidingallthesefeezydrinksbutIknowhowmuch

youlikecoke.SoshouldItakeit?

Sipho-(shrugs)dowhatever..

Zandilelooksathimandsighs,he'sbeenlikethis

sincehecamebackfrommeetingwithShaka.She

hastriedtoaskhimwhat'swrongbuthe'sbeen

brushingheroff.

Zah-wellIamundecidedbywhichjuicestobuy.I

knowwehavepacksoftheCerejuicebutthat

normallyforschoolsoshouldIbuytheOros?

...(silent)...

Zah-Siphongikhulumanawe(Iamtalkingtoyou)



Sipho-whyareweevenhere?Didn'tweshoplikea

wholebunchofthingsbeforeChristmas?(Raising

hisvoice)andstopaskingallthesebunchofstupid

questionsdon'tforgetyouweretheonethatwas

emphasizingthewholeeathealthy,behealthyshit...

Acouplenexttothemstoppedandlookedatthem.

Zandilenoticedthefewstaresandfeltembarrassed

butshewasalsoannoyed..

Zah-(shouts)shoutforthewholestoretohearyou

whileyouatittellthemhowyoucheatedonyour

wifewithapsychopathwomanwhoimpregnated

herselfusingyourbrotherssperms.

Peoplearoundthemgasped,afewwhisperswent

aroundthestore.Siphosawthisandtriedtotouch

Zandile'shandbutsheroughlyshovedhimoff...

Zah-DON'TTOUCHME!!!!(Looksaround)THISIS



WHATUNGREATFULHUSBANDSDO,THEYCHEAT

ANDWHENYOUTRYTOBETHEGOODWIFE,THEY

SPITONYOURFACE...

WiththatsaidZandileleaveshimstandingthere

whileeveryonelooksathim.Hecouldhearhow

somewomentalkedabouthim,otherstalkedin

generalabouthowmenarejustdogs.Hesighed

whenheknewmostdefinitelyhewasthemaintopic

insidethestore.HeputeverythingthatZandile

wantedinsidethetrolley,heevendroppedaboxof

herfavouritechocolateandwenttopay.Whenhe

waswalkingoutthestorepushinghistrolleyfullof

goods.Avoicecalledbehindhim,recognizing

exactlywhothatvoicebelongstoo,hebrusheshis

faceandturns...

Sipho-(talkstohimself)Idon'tneedthisrightnow.

CraigsmilesandfinallyreacheswhereSiphowas...



Craig-(smiles)Ihavebeentryingtogetholdofyou

forweeks..

Sipho-(looksaround)Ihavebeenbusy.

Craig-wellwecanhangoutnow,maybehavedinner

atthat..

Sipho-Ican't,lookCraigIhavetogo..

Craig-(frowns)didIdosomethingwrong?Offend

youinanyway?

Sipho-(sighs)(looksbehindhim)Craig..

Craig-(raiseshisbrow)Craig??(Laughsindisbelief)

really???

Sipho-Iamwithmywife...

...(silent)...

Sipho-Iwillcallyou...



Heglancesathimonemoretimeandpusheshis

trolleyleavinghimstanding...

ATMTSHIGWANEFARMS...

Friend-(looksather)whydoyoulooksodown?

Nomusa-Ithink...Sbuhasn'tcalled..

Friend-kadeukhulumanayeliketwodaysoroneday

ago

Nomusa-hepromisedtocall..

Friend-Musadon'tforgetwhyyougoingtothecity.

Ngiyazimnganiukuthiuyayithandalendodakodwa

ungabiisilima(Iknowyoulovethismanbutdon'tbe

afool).

Nomusa-angeke!!!Itjust...mxmyekela.

Friend-(sighs)lookIknowyounewatthis,

experiencingaman'stouchforthefirsttime.Allthat

isexcitingbutMusayougoingtothecitytobetter

yourselfandyourfamilytoo.Youluckytohavea



manbyyoursidethatwantsgoodsthingsforyou

butdon'tbethatgirlthatforgetstoputherselffirst,

youcanhaveitallifyoubesmartaboutthings.Don't

beastatisticlikeeveryothervillagegirlthatwentto

thecity.

Nomusa-(looksatherfriend)uyakukhumbula

edolobheni?(Doyoumissthecity?)

Friend-(shrugs)maybe,butImissschoolmorethan

anything.

Nomusa-Ipromisetolookoutforbursariesforyou.

Friend-(smiles)Iknowyouwill.(Looksather)

rememberwhatIsaid,ungazikhohlwaukuthi

ungubanifuthiufunani(don'tforgetwhoyou'reand

whereyoucomefrom?)

Nomusa-Iwon't..(smiles)Iwillmissyou.

Friend-(laughs)ngizokukhumbulanamimngani(I

willmissyoutoofriend)youbetterbuymeclothes

atMrPrice(holdsherhand)letgoofgettingdark

now,Idon'twantyourfatherscoldingyou,uyaziave

engangifuni(youknowhe'sdoesn'tlikeme)..



ThetwogirlslaughasthewalktowardsNomusa's

house...

ATZIMBALIESTATE...

Sbani-(shouts)BabeBlessishere!!!

Nelly-(shoutsback)IAMALMOSTDONE!!!

Sbani-YOUSAIDTHAT20MINUTESAGOWOMAN...

Nelly-(laughs)stallhimalittle...

Helaughsandshakeshisheadwalkingdownstairs

whereBlessis,theybrohug..

Bless-(smiles)what'sup?youcleanupnice.

Sbani-(smiles)youknowit...thankyouagainfor

doingthis,Iknowittoomuchtoaskbutthankyou.

Bless-pssshIamtheGodfatherittimeIdomyduty.



Sohowmuchtimedoyouguysneed?

Sbani-justthewholenight,wewillseeyouguysin

themorning.(Looksbehindhim)youcamealone?

Bless-(shakeshishead)Bonoloistalkingtothe

phoneoutside.

Sbani-(nods)givemamaakissforme.

Bless-(smiles)ohtrustMe,she'smoreexcited

aboutthisthanme.Iwon'theartheendofit.

Sbani-(laughs)veleveleyouneedtopoptheegg

soon,ufunaukubanenganeusugugile.

Bless-(laughs)Iwillpoptheeggverysoonjustneed

therightwoman.

Sbani-villagequeen?

Bless-(laughs)willseebutIhaveaverygood

feelingabouther.Iwasthinkingofhavingababy

mamawithoneofmyhomegirlsbutBatswana

womendon'tplay...

Sbani-(laughs)rememberthatonegirlwewentto

varsitywithKeba,shefoundherboyfriendwithagirl

andnearlyforcedhertodrinkjik.



Theybothburstoutlaughing....

Bless-(laughs)sheeventeasedhisdick.Batswana

womenremindofXhosawomen,loosescrews...

Sbani-(laughs)samewhatsappgroupBafo....

Thelaughingdiesdown...

Bless-(looksathim)IamworriedaboutShaka.

Sbani-(frowns)what'sup?

Bless-he..(Looksupthestairs)youknowwhat,just

enjoythisnightoutwithyourwoman.Wewilltalk

tomorrow.

Sbani-(nods)okay,letgettherascalsbuckledup

insideyourcar...

Theybothwalkupthestairs...



Sbani-(shouts)BABEWECOMINGYOURWAY,YOU

DRESSEDRIGHT?

Sheshoutsbackathimbuthecouldn'thearwhat

shesaid...

Bless-(laughs)howlonghasshebeengettingready?

Sbani-(looksathiswatch)about2hoursnow.She's

kindoffinsecureaboutherbodynow.

Bless-(frowns)butshelooksgreat,notmuch

changed,shewasn'teventhatbig..

Sbanishrugsdefeated...

Sbani-youknowhowwomenare...
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ATZIMBALIESTATE

Bless,SbaniandBonolowereallstandingoutside

thehouse,theyhadalreadybuckledNkanyeziand

Nsikainsidethecar...

Sbani-(looksathiswatch)seriouslyIamgoingtokill

yoursister..

Bless-(chuckles)Itoldyouweshouldn'tleaveher

aloneupstairs.

Sbani-(shakeshishead)whatisitwithwomanand

notwantingtogetoutthehouse.

Bonolo-(smiles)itjustinourDNAtokeepmen

waiting..

Beforeanyofthemcouldspeak,Nellywalkedout

thehouse.Theyalltookaminuteandstudiedher,



shewasn'twearingmuchbutshehadonatightfit

nudeskirtwhichwasbelowtheknee,whitevestand

shetoppeditwithawhiteblazer.Shelefthernatural

curlsout,nomakeup,butshedidafewtouchup,

nothingamascaraandlipglosscouldn'tfix...

Nelly-(looksatthemandfrowns)whatisit?DoI

lookbad,Icouldgochange..

Sbani-NOOOOO!!!!!!(Looksatherandsmiles)babe

youlookbeautiful..

Sheblushesandsmileslookingathim...

Bless-(laughs)sokahlekahlewhatwereyoudoing

thiswholetime?Younotevenwearingmakeup?

Nelly-(rollseyes)isthisyourwayofsayingIlook

average?

Sbaniwalkstoherandkisseshercheek...



Sbani-(smiles)nothingaboutyouisaveragebabe,

evenwithoutmakeup,fancyclothes,uyabanyisa

love..

Nelly-(blushes)youdefinitelygettingyourdick

suckedtonight...

Blessgagsandcoughsfrowningatthesightbefore

him....

Bless-(closeshisears)Idon'tneedtobehearing

such.Saygoodnighttoyourrascalssowecould

leave.

Nelly-(looksatBonolo)(skeptical)areyousureyou

won'tmindlookingafterthem?(LooksatSbani)

maybeweshouldjust...

Bonolo-(smiles)itokayreally,youenjoyyournight,

youreallybeautiful.

Nelly-(smiles)Thankyou...wellletmekissmy

babies...



ShewalkstothebackseatofBlesscartokissher

babieswhiletheguyssaygoodbyetoeachother....

ATMASIWELA'SHOUSE...

Zenande-Igotacallfromoneoftheneighborsback

hom...whereLindiwestays,apparentlythingsareso

badthatshe'snowbeingusedbydifferentmenfor

prostitution,theydon'tevenpayher.

...(silent)...

MaSiwela-howdoyoufeelaboutthat?

Zenande-(shrugs)Ireallydon'tcare.Ihavewasted

majorityofmychildhoodstressingaboutLindiwe.I

amnotabouttowasteanymoretimewithher.The

onlyreasonwhyIwasstillkeepingupwithherwas

becauseofThabo,nowthathe'sherewithme.Iam



done.

MaSiwela-IhearyouandIunderstandwhereyou

comingfrombutMthokowasthinkingthatwecould

helpher,youknowpartofmestillbelievesthatshe

canchangeandbethelovely,outgoingLindiwethat

Iknew,butIdon'twanttodoanythingthatwillmake

youuncomfortable.

Zenande-(sitsnexttoher)Mamaifyouwanttohelp

LindiwethanIamnotgoingtoholdyoubackbut

pleasedon'texpectmetobepartofanythingthat

youandbhutiMthokoareplanning.Ijustwanttolive

mylifeandbehappywithyouguys.Lindiweisnot

someoneIconsiderfamily.

MaSiwela-(smiles)yousuchabeautifulchildbaby.

ItapitymybrotherandLindiwedidn'tevengetthe

chancetoseewhattheycreated.Outoftheir

selfishnesstheybothhadwithinthemselves,they

missingoutonthechancetoseetheirflower

blossom.

Zenande-Iamhappythatyoutheonethatgetsto

seethisflowerblossom,youthemostdeserving.



MaSiwela-(squeezesherhand)anyway,the

Kennedy'swanttomeetyou.

Zenande-(eyeswiden)really?Imeanyouhardlytalk

aboutthem.

MaSiwela-(sighs)wellmymotherisnomorebutwe

stillhaveNancy,youcangettomeether.

Zenande-(smiles)okay,sowespendingnewyears

evewiththem?

MaSiwela-yeahIwashopingwealljusthaveagirls

dinnerattheKennedy'sbutNellytextedme

yesterdaytotellmethatGidandherhaveplannedto

juststayindoorsfornewyearseve.

Zenande-Iguessitjustmeandyouthan.

MaSiwela-yepIwillcheckifSimiisavailablebutif

shehasthe"dick"forthenightthanIguessitwill

justbeusandNancy.

ATZANDILE'SHOUSE....



Shewasseatedatthediningroomtablejuststaring

atherlaptopscreen.Shehadbeenreadingher

emailsbutnowshe'sjustzonedout.Hermindwas

filledwiththeconfrontationshehadwithSiphoat

thestore,shedidn'tmeanforittoescalatethatfast

butshejustgotsoangryandannoyedwithhis

attitude.Shepickedherphoneanddailedhermom...

Ringing...

Ma'Ncwane-hello..

Zah-Ma...

...(silent)...

MaNcwane-kwenzenjani?(Whathappened?)

Zah-(teary)IthinkIamlosingmyhusbandmama,

everythingisjustamess.Ithoughtyousaidafter

thatpunishmenteverythingwillbeokay.



MaNcwane-Mybabyyoucannotrushthesethings

theytaketime.Siphoisstillverymuchangrybutgive

himtimeandhewillcomearound.Areyoubeingthe

wifethatyouneedtobelikeItoldyou?

Zah-ofcourse,IdoeverythingforhimlikeIalways

doneforthepastyears.Buthe'sthrowingmyefforts

rightbackatmyface,he'stheonethatcheatednot

me.Ishouldbeangrynothim.

MaNcwane-he'sjustbeingfoolishrightnowbaby,

he'saman,he'segoisbruised.

Zah-(sniffs)sowhatshouldIdo?

MaNcwane-ThisisyourmarriageZandile,after

sometimethingswillchange,youcannotkeep

cryingabouteverything,youneedtoadapttothe

changesthatcomewithtimebutZandiledivorceis

notaoption.

Zah-(sniff)Mama?

MaNcwane-NoZANDILE!!!Youtookvows,nowstop

thiscryingandwearyourbiggirlpantiesandshow

thatZulumanwhatNcwanewomenaremadeof...



Shehangedupandlaidherheadonthetable.She

knewhermotherwilljusttellhertostaymarriedno

matterwhat,notthatshewantedtodivorcebutjust

foroncesheneededhermothertojustsay"babyI

amhere"andwhenshecriedevenmoreandshejust

neededforhertotellher"babyyouhavetomakea

decisionthatbestforyou".Insteadallhermother

wantsisthatshestaysmarriednomatterwhat,even

ifitattheexpenseofherownhappiness...

ATISIBAYACASINO...

SbaniheldNellyshandastheywalkedinside...

Nelly-(looksaround)wowIdidn'texpectittonthis

full.

Sbani-itthefestiveseasonbabe...

Nelly-(smirks)youverybrave,bringingayellowbone

toacasino..



Sbani-(laughs)Shit!!!!....

Theybothlaughsastheymaketheirwaytooneof

theluxuriousdiningareasinside...

Man-(smiles)Goodevening,doyouguyshavea

reservation?

Sbani-yes,underZulu.

ThemanlooksathisiPadscreenandsmileslooking

uptothem...

Man-verywell,yourtableisrightnexttothewindow,

Iwillhaveoneofthewaitressestakeyouthere.I

hopeyouhaveagoodeveningMr&MrsZulu.

Nellysmiledathim,notwantingtocorrecthimon

the"Mrs"part,itwasn'tthatmuchofabigdeal

anyway.Thewaitresscameandwalkedthemto



theirtable.Nellyfrownedlookingatthetable

setting...

Nelly-uhmmisthereawaymaybewhichyouguys

canchangethesettingofthetable.Ipreferustobe

seatednexttoeachotherratherthanoppositeof

eachother..

Girl-(smiles)Iwillhaveoneofourguystuffschange

itforyoumam.

Nelly-(nods)Iwillappreciatethatverymuch..

Thegirlnoddedandleft....

Sbani-(smirks)youdon'twanttokeepyourhands

offmehuh?!!!

Nelly-(smiles)ooohZuluyouknowyouloveit..

10minuteslater....



Sbani-youknowyoucouldhaveorderedstake,I

knowhowmuchyoulovetheirstake.

Nelly-don'ttrymedipshit!!!

Sbani-(laughs)Idon'tknowwhyyousofussyabout

yourweight,itnotthatbad.

Nelly-Iamnotevengoingtowastemytime

discussingthiswithyou.Afternewyearswegoing

backtogym.

Hecouldfeelhishearttakeahit,knowingthathe

mightnotbearoundbythattimewasreallyweighing

heavyonhim...

Nelly-(smiles)so....ourbirthdaysarecomingup?

Sbani-(raiseshiseyebrow)howdidyouknowwhen

mybirthdayis?

Nelly-(rollseyes)ofcourseIwouldknow,whatkind

ofgirlfriendwouldIbeifIdidn't.Besidesitjustaday



aftermines.Iam26Januaryandyou28.

Sbani-(smiles)sowhatareyougettingme?

Nelly-itwouldn'tbeasurprisenowifItellyoubutit

somethingverybig.Wellnotreallybigbutitahuge

stepforourrelationship..

Sbani-(sitsbackandsmirks)areyoudoingto

proposetomeThabekhulu?

Nelly-(laughs)youwishZulu.

Sbani-(laughs)youknowifyoumaybethinking

aboutit,myanswerwillalwaysbeyes,Icanmarry

youeventomorrowifyouasked.

Nelly-(smiles)wellitnotaproposaldummy,as

mordenasIamIstillbelieveinthetraditionalway

thatthemanhastoaskthewoman.

Sbani-(squeezeshertigh)Ithoughtyouwere

spontaneousmylady.

Nelly-(laughs)Iambabe,whichiswhyIthinkwe

shouldplaytruthordarerightnow..

Sbani-(smirks)ohreally?



Nelly-(smiles)(shiftsclosertohim)yesandZuluget

thepleasureofaskingmefirst.

Sbani-truthordare?

Nelly-truth..

Sbani-suchasissy...haveyoueverhadsexina

publicspace?

Nelly-(thinks)doesthetimewehadsexinsidemy

carandtheelevatorqualifyaspublicspace?

Sbani-uhmmokayIguesswecanacceptthat...

Nelly-truthordare?

Sbani-truth..

Nelly-haveyoueverhadathreesomebefore?

Sbani-(shakeshishead)No...

Nelly-(wideneyes)wowreally?

Sbani-yes(looksather)haveyou?

Nelly-(laughs)nobutIjustthoughtmaybeyouhave,

mostguysdreamofthat.

Sbani-Iamnotlikemostguys..nowtruthordare?



Nelly-dare.

Sbani-hmmm,Idareyoutounzipmyjeansright

now..

Shelookedstraightintohiseyesandstartingto

workonhisjeans...

Sbani-(lookingstraightinhereyes)slowlybabe...

Nelly-(withoutbreakingthestare)truthordare?

Sbani-(withoutbreakingthestareaswell)dare..

Nelly-(bitesherlip)Idareyoutorunyourhands

slowlyupmytighs,getbetweenmylegsandtakeoff

mythong...

Sheslowlyleanedtohisearandwhispered...

Nelly-itallstringsbabe...



Thetemperaturesuddenlychanged,herheart

startedtotumbleoverwhenawomanwhowas

seatedafewmetersawayglancedatthem.She

wantedtosaysomethingbuthishandsdisappeared

underherskirt,easingitwayhigherandhigher,her

visionofthewomanblurredasshefelthimyankthe

waistbandstringofherthong...

Sbani-(whisperedinherear)areyouready?

Nelly-(feelingbreathless)yes...

Heslowlyguidedherupsohecanyankallofher

thongdown,whenitfinallylandedonherthighs,he

slowlytuggeditdown,hiseyesnotleavinghers,it

happenedsoseductivelythatshedidn'tevenfeelit

wearofherfeets.Shewasbroughtbacktolifewhen

shesawhisfaceplasteredwithhisfamoussmirk...

Sbani-(sniffsit)hmmmsmellslikecookiesand

cream...



Nelly-(kissinghim)cookiesandcreamhuh?!!!!...

Sbani-(claimsherlips)definitely...

Nelly-(bitesonhislowerlip,givinghimatease)I

dareyoutomakemecome...

Sbani-(slowlypullingherskirt)Ithoughttherules

wereyouhavetoaskmewhatIwantfirst..

Nelly-(rubbinghiscrotchthroughthefabricofhis

CalvinKleinboxers)fucktherules...

Sbani-(hisfingersbrushedoverherheatedsex)I

likehowyouthink...

Boththeirbreathingpatternschanged,itfeltrushed,

theycouldnotcontrolhowtheyfeltwhentheir

handsmadecontactwiththesensitivepartoftheir

bodies.Lockinggazes,eyesfilledwithsomuch

hungerandintensity,fuelingthefirethatwasalready

heatinguptheirbodies.Herhandsbrushedand

tracedhisd**kinanadorableandsmoothmanner,

makinghimgroanfromthefriction.Heknewhe

neededtobecalmsincetheywereinapublicarea



buttheheatwastoomuch,shefedhimhisstake

justtodistractpeoplefromshisgroans.Hestarted

torubcontinuouslyonhersoakedarea,flickingher

sexeverynowandthan.Feedingherthecrispy

chickensalad,shemoanedindelight,feeling

satisfiedinbothhermouthanddownsouth.Heslid

hisfingerin,gentlypushinginandoutofher,she

continuouslyrubbedupanddownhisd**k,giving

himrepeatedwaveeffectfilledwithsomuch

pleasure,theydidthistoeachotheruntiltheyboth

couldfeelthemselvesstarttogaspoutofairina

roomfullofpeopleenjoyingtheirmealobliviousto

thetwowhowerebothlostintheworldofestacy.

Whenthepalmofhishandfoundthekillspot,she

leanedonhim,buryingherheadonhisneckasshe

squeezedherthighstogetherkeepinghishand

lockedandburiedinsideher.Heusedhisotherhand

togripherthighwhenhefeltherusingtheother

handtocirclethetipofhisd**k.Feelingthesmall

electricityshocksandvibrations,theycouldfeel

themselvesbeingpulledunderthewaveofanup

comingorgasm.Theadrenalinofbeinginapublic

space,knowingthepeoplehadnoideawhatwas



happeningtothemanandwomanatthefarendof

therestaurantspurredthemahead,theycouldn't

holdonanymore,itwastoomuch,thewavethathad

beenformingwithinthemunraveledrapidly.They

bothshatteredaroundtheirhands,breakinginto

pieceswhiletheirbodiessinkintowarmth...

Nelly-(catchingherbreath)Iloveyou...

Smilingandliftinghisheadup,henoticedawoman

seatedmetersawayfromthemlookingtheirway

withhermouthopenedandlookingflushed.He

grinedandwinkedather,feelingembarrassedfor

beingcaughtthewhitewomandivertedhereyes

elsewhere.Sbanismiledandhiseyestracedbackto

thebeautifulwomannexttohim...

Sbani-(whispered)letgetoutofhere....

45minuteslater....



Assoonastheyenteredthebedroom,theyjumped

eachother'sbones.Hepickedherup,wrappingher

legsaroundhiswaist,walkedthemtothebed,

feelinghisbulgefromhisjeansshegrindonhim.

Theheatofhisbodypressedagainsthersdroveher

mad,shewantedhimandhewantedhersobadly

buttheyknewtheyhadtostop...

Sbani-FUCK!!!!...

Nelly-(runningherhandsonhisback)Iknow....

Sbani-(collapsesontopofher)Ithinkthisisthepart

whereIhavetobegyouandsaythefamouswords

"ngizolifakakancane"...

Theybothburstoutintolaughter...
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ATZIMBALIESTATE....

Theywerebothcuddledupnakedinsidethe

covers....

Sbani-(brushesherback)areyouawake?..

Nelly-yeah,(looksupathimandsmiles)good

morning..

Sbani-(smiles)(kissesherforehead)howdidyou

sleep?

Nelly-Ithinkthesmileonmyfacesaysitall..

Sbani-Iknow,Icangetusedtothis...

Them-butnowwehavekids...

Theylookateachotherandlaugh...

Nelly-Ilovemybabiesbut...



Sbani-(laughs)youdon'tneedtoexplainbabe,I

knowwhatyoumean.

Nelly-(laughs)wearesuchbadparents...

Sbani-wanttoshowerwithmesowecouldsave

timeandwater?(Squeezesherbuttcheeksunder

thecovers)maybewecanalsohavealittlefun.

Sheexcitedlyjumpsandsitsonhisd**k,lowers

herselfsoshecanlocklipswithhim...

Nelly-(smiles)youknowIamyourbad,bad...

Hedeepkissesheragain,pullingheruphavingher

legswraparoundhiswaistashewalksthemtothe

bathroom...

INMPUMALANGA...



Noma-(smiles)mommyarewegoingtoseethe

animalsagaintoday?

Ntombi-(smiles)youwanttoseethemagain?

Noma-(nods)Iwanttotakemorepicturesagain.

Wethuisgoingtobesojealous.

Ntombi-Ithoughtthepictureswerefordaddy..

Noma-yaaaabutIalsowanttoshowWethu,papa

andgranny..

Ntombi-(laughs)okay,eatyourfoodnow..

Herphonevibratedindicatingatext.Shepickedher

phoneupandreadit,Mthokowatchedcloselyasher

facechangedintoafrown.

Ntombi-(standsup)excuseme..

Shewalkedtothebedroomwithherphoneand

dailedSbani'snumber...



Ringing...

Sbani-hello...

Ntombi-whatthehell?

Sbani-Itakeityouhavereadmytext..

Ntombi-IthoughtwetalkedaboutthisSbani,Itold

youthatNomaisspendingnewyearsevewithme.

Sbani-youdidn'ttellmeanything,weonlyagreedon

Christmasdaythatshewillbewithyouandyour

familynowIwantherwithme.Ihaven'tseenmy

daughterinweeksNtombi.

Ntombi-cansheatleastarrivetheretomorrow,I

haveherwithme,afriendofminesuggestedwe

spendnewyearsinMpumalanga.

Sbani-(boldvoice)No...Ihavealreadysentadriver

tocomepickherup,DurbanandMpumalangaare

notthatfarapart.Getherready.

Ntombi-But...



Sbani-IwantmydaughterNtombi,Iamnotgoingto

fightyouaboutthis,youhadherformostholidays,

bereasonable.

Hehangedup.Mthokowalkedandstoodbehindher,

brushingherbothshoulders...

Mthoko-iseverythingokay?

Sheturnstohimwithasadface...

Ntombi-thatwasSbani,hewantsNoma...

Mthoko-okay,IguesswecandrivetoDurban

tomorrow..

Ntombi-that'sthething,hedoesn'twanthere

tomorrowhewantshertoday,he'salreadysenta

driverforher.

Mthoko-(sighs)wowokay,sowhatareyougoingto

do?Wecandriveback..



Ntombi-(shakesherhead)No,wenotgoingtodo

that(smiles)Iwanttospendmoretimewithyou

besidesthedriverisprobablygoingtobeherewithin

anhour,soletmegetNomareadyIhopeshe

doesn'tthrowafit.

Mthoko-Iwilltakehertoseetheanimalswhileyou

sortherstuffout..

Ntombi-(kissesher)youthebest...

Mthoko-(smilesandspanksherbutt)youbetternot

forgetthat...

ATTHEZULURESIDENCE....

ShewasonthephonewithSbani...

Sbani-momIdon'twanttogetintothisrightnow..

MrsZulu-whendoyouwanttogetintoitthan

Sbanisezwe?Youhavebeenavoidingme.

Sbani-(sighs)wewilltalklaterokay,Iamaboutto



drive..

MrsZulu-wellcanyouatleastcomehavelunchwith

us..

Sbani-Ican'tIhaveadayplannedwithNellyandthe

kids.

MrsZulu-(teary)Sbaniweareyourfamilytoo,why

areyoudistancingyourselffromus..

Sbani-MOM!!!!...LookIamnotdistancingmyself

butIjustwanttospendasmuchtimeasIcanwith

Nellyandthekids.Youanddadcanhehandlewhat's

tocomebutitadifferentstoryforNellyandmykids.

SJwillhaveahardtimenotseeingmeespecially

sincehejustgottoknowme,Nomawillnot

understandwhyshewillnotabletoseemeforsome

time,herparentshaveseparated,nowherdadwill

betakenaway,lifeforherwillbeverydisruptive.

Nellyjustgavebirthtoourtwobabies,nowshe's

goingtobefacedwiththerealityofpossiblyraising

themalone.She'slosingapartner,boyfriendanda

babydaddy.NkanyeziandNsikaprobablywon'tsee

thedifferencesincetheystilltooyoungbutIwillbe



losingthechanceforthemtobeaccustomedtomy

scentandtouchwellthelittleguyalreadyknowsmy

touchsoitgoingtobedifficultforhimtoadjust

aswell.ThesefivepeopleIhavementionedarewhat

importantrightnowmom,pleasedon'tstressme

whileIalreadyhavealotIamdealingwith...

MrsZulu-IamyourmotherSbani...

Sbani-IknowandIloveyoubutIhavemyown

familynow.Youcanvisitmeinprisonanytimeyou

wantbutNellymightnotwantanythingtodowith

meafterthis,Idefinitelydon'twantmykidsvisiting

meinprison.Iwanttoremembertheirfacesas

muchasIcanandIwanttheylastmemorywithme

tobeahappyone...

...(silent)...

MrsZulu-(crying)don'tspeaklikethat,wecanfight

this...

Sbani-weneedtofacerealitymom,lookIneedtogo,



Iloveyou...

MrsZulu-babywait...

Hehangeduponher,shecriedevenmoreasshesat

onherbedholdingthephonetoherchest....

Mavis-Mamareyouokay?...

MrsZulu-(sniffs)uhmMavis...(wipesher

tears)(fakesmiles)everythingisokayMavis,just

feelingalittlebitundertheweather..

Mavis-(looksatherskeptical)isthereanythingyou

needmetodoforyou?Icanmakeyouabowlof

soup.

MrsZulu-(sniffs)(laughslightly)itsummerandyou

wanttomakemesoup,justaglassoflemonwater

willdojustfine.

Mavis-(nods)okaymam..

SheleavestheroommeetingMrZulubythe



passage...

MrZulu-haveyouseenNoziwe?

Mavis-She'sinsidethebedroomsir,Ithinkshe's

beencrying..

MrZulu-(sighs)okaythankMavis,Iwilltakeitfrom

here..

Hebrusheshisface,feelingstressedbythewhole

situation.Hewalksinsidetheirbedroomandfinds

herlaidonthebedcryingsilently.Hesitsnexttoher

andbrushesherbackashercriesbecomeloud...

MrsZulu-he'smyson,myson...

MrZulu-Iknow..

MrsZulu-Ijustwanttohughim,Ijustwanthimto

knowthatIamherebuthedoesn'tevenwanttosee

me.

MrZulu-heknowsyouhereforhimdarlin,but



Sbanisezweisaman,asamanheneedstobewith

hisfamily.He'sexactlywhereheshouldbe.

Shenodsandmovesclosertohim....

ATuSHAKAMARINEWORLD....

NellywalkedcarryingNkanyezi,whileSbaniwas

carryingNsika,Blessfollowedafterthemwiththe

eachbabiesbags.Therewasahugepicnicsetup,

withjusteverythingthatkidswouldwanttomuchon,

lookingaroundNellynoticedthattheywereother

familiesgatheredaround.Therewasalsogamesfor

thekids,talentshows,clownacts.Kidswererunning

aroundscreamingandlaughing.

Nelly-(laughs)Nkanyezi'stantrumswillbeonitall

timehightoday.

Sbani-(smiles)damn,IforgotourStardoesn'tlike

noiseandcrowdedspaces.



Bless-allyourkidshavedrama!!!

Theyalllaugh....

Meanwhile.....

ThandekalockshercarandwalkswithSJwhowas

excitedlylookingaround...

Thandeka-(looksaround)Jesushowarewegoing

tofindyourfather,thisplacelookscrowded...

SJ-callhimmom(smiles)maybeIwillseesomeof

myschoolfriendshere...

ThandekadailsSbani'snumber....

Ringing...



Sbani-hello...

Thandeka-weherebutIcan'tse....

SheseesBlessandholdsSJ'shandwhofrownsnot

wantingtobeheld...

Thandeka-ohnevermindIcanseeyouguys..

Sheendsthecall...

SJ-(frowning)Mooom!!!(Removesherhand)Iam

notababy..

Thandeka-(shakesherhead)whenyouactlikethisI

questionwhyIstoleyourfather'sspe...mxmyou

stillmybaby..

Hiseyeslandedonhisfather,heexcitedlyruns

towardswhereheis...



Thandeka-(triestostop)hheyiiiuzowa(youwill

fall)...

15minuteslater....

Sbanilooksathisphone...

Sbani-Noma'sdriverishere(looksatNelly)Iam

goingtogogether(looksatThandeka)thankyou

forbringinghim..

Thandeka-(smilesandnods)you'rehisdad..

NellyrollshereyesmakingBlessnudgeher...

Bless-wellIthinkmyjobisdonehere(kissesNelly's

cheek)Iwillseeyoulater..

Sbani-(looksatSJ)wanttocomewithme?



SJnodsasBlessandSbaniwalktotheentranceto

fetchNoma.ThandekaawkwardlystandswhileNelly

focusesonherbabies...

Thandeka-uhmmmSJ'sbedtimeis20:00,he...

Nelly-(sighs)Thandekathisisnotthefirsttimethat

yoursonsspendstimewithme,IthinkIcanmanage

him..

Thandeka-Iknowitjustasmotheryousometimes...

Nelly-(cutsheroff)Iknow....

Thandeka-(looksaround)wellIhavetogo,Ihope

youhaveagoodday.

Nelly-(looksather)haveagooddayyourselftoo...

ThandekasmilesandwalksawayleavingNelly

shakingherhead.Itnotthatshehatesherbut

Thandekaisjustoneofthoseplainwomanthat

don'tinteresther....



1hourlater.....

Nellywasgonetorestroom,leavingSbaniwiththe

kids...

Noma-(lickshericecream)DaddycanIsharemy

icecreamwithNkanyezi

Sbani-Noprincess,babiesdon'teatice-cream,they

don'teatanythingthat'scold.

NomaandSJlookateachotherwiththeireyeswide

open....

SJ-what'shappenswhentheydo?

Sbani-theygetsick...

Noma-butwesharedouricelollieswiththem(sad)

aretheygoingtogetsick?



SJ-theyenjoyedouricelollies(laughs)Nkanyezi

criedwhenNomawasn'tlettinghersucktheicelolly..

Noma-(laughs)yesdaddy(giggles)she'sgreedy...

Sbani-(smiles)sothatwhytheyjumpershadblue

dyeonthem.Youfedthemicelollies..

Theygiggleandnodlookingattheirdad...

Sbani-(smiles)Iamhappythatyouguysloveto

sharewithyourlittlebrotherandsisterbutnexttime

askokay,noteverythingyouguyseatisgoodforthe

babies...

Noma-(smiles)okay....dadwhenarewegoingto

swim?

SJ-yeah,Iwanttoswimtoo..

Sbani-let'swaitforNenetocomebackfirstthanI

willtakeyouguys...

ATTHEGASAHOUSEHOLD....



Man1-everthingisinordersir...

Moses-andmyson?

Man2-wemadesurethatnothingleadstohimsir...

Moses-Good...

Man2-siruhm,butwestilldon'tknowwhothe

bonesbelongtoo,thedentalsrecordsshowed

nothing,itseemsourJaneDoedidn'tvisitthe

dentistsatall,exactlyhowareyougoingtogoabout

this..

Moses-Iwillhandlethat...GetmeDetective

Shabanguontheline..

Man2-yessir...

Man2leavesthestudy...

Man1-wedidnothaveanyjurisdictionstodoallthis

sir,wedealwithmajorcrimesnotsomeaverage

killing.Howarewegoingtoexplainallthis?



Moses-areyouquestioningme?

Man1wasabouttorespondwhenthedooropened,

BlesswalkedinnottakinghiseyesoffMoses...

Moses-(smiles)Son?Willyouexcuseus..

Bless-(boldvoice)Thatwon'tbenecessary..

HewalksandstandsfacingMoses,leavingjustan

inchbetweenthem..

Bless-Ijustcametolookatyoudeadintheeyes

andtellyouhowmuchofaselfishmanyou're...

Moses-whatare..

Bless-SHUTUP!!!...

Hereachedinhispocketandtookouthisphone,

pressingonitforafewseconds,Mosesphone



vibrated...

Bless-whydon'tyoulookatyourphone...

Mosesreachedforhisphoneandopenedtheimage

Blesssenthim.ItwasapictureofNellyandSbani

togetherwithallfourkids.OnthepictureSbanihad

NkanyezionhisarmswhileSJlaidhisheadonhis

father'slap,NomabalancedherweightonNellys

back,piggybackstyle,withherlittlearmswrapped

aroundNelly'sneck.Thelittlehappyfamilywereall

smilesasitseemstheywereallfocusedon

whateverwasonthescreenoftheiPadinSJ's

hands..

Bless-Iwantyoutostudythat,Iwantyoutosee

exactlywhatyoudoing.Youthemonsterthat

parentswarntheirkidsabout.Yougoingtoruina

man'slifeallbecauseofyourselfishness.Takea

lookatthatpicture,becauseyouabouttobreakall

thosehearts,mostimportantlyyouabouttobreak



yourdaughtersheart.Ihopeyouproudofyourself

(clickshistongue)...

Withthatsaid,hewalkedouttheroom,leaving

Mosesstunned."Howdidhissonknowaboutthis?"

Helookedatthepictureonemoretime,hecouldn't

missthehappinessinhisdaughterseyes....

Laterthatevening...

ATZIMBALIESTATE....

Bless-IthinkIwasabletobuyyoumoretime..

Shaka-(looksatBless)howdidyoumanagetodo

that?

Bless-itnotimportantbutweneedtocomeupwith

aplanfast..

Sbani-(shakeshishead)wenotgoingtodoanything,

wellyoutwowon'tbedoinganythingbecauseIam



turningmyselfintonight...

Theybothlookedathimwiththeireyeswide

opened...

Shaka-WHAT?!!!!!...

Bless-No,youjokingright?

Sbani-(brusheshisface)NoIamnotjoking.(Looks

atBless)CanyoucallMaSiwelatellhertocome

hereaftermidnight,Nellyisgoingtoneedher

mother.

Shaka-Bafo...

Sbani-(shakeshishead)youhavedoneenough,I

needtodothis.

Bless-yougivingup?

Sbani-(holdshistears)Iamtakingresponsibility,I

needtogohelpNellywiththekids,pluswehavea

longnightaheadofus...



ShakawasabouttorespondbutNomacame

runningtothem...

Noma-daddyisit12yet?Canwelightthekricasyet?

Sbani-(laughs)justsayfireworksprincess...

Noma-huh?!!!...

Sbani-(smiles)nothing,anywaysitnot12yet,have

youtakenabath?

Noma-notyet...

Sbanipickshisdaughterupastheymaketheirway

upstairschattingaway.

Shaka-wecan'tlethimdothis...

Bless-(blinksthetearsaway)Idon'tthinkwecan

stophim...

RemembertoLIKEandCOMMENTalways



[11/3,21:06]Marcia:Insert114

ATZIMBALIESTATE...

NellyfinisheddressNkanyeziup,shekissedher

daughter'scheekandplacedhersafelyonthefloor

whereNomaandSJwere...

Noma-canweplaywiththemnow?

Nelly-(smiles)yes,haveyoutwobrushedyourteeth?

Theybothnod....

Nelly-okay,guardthemandmakesuretheydon'tfall

withtheirheads..

Noma-(smiles)Iamthebigsister,Icantakecareof

them..

SJ-(rollseyes)yeahright...



NomafrownsandkicksSJ'sleg...

Noma-SHUTup!!!You'reboy,boysareuseless.

SJ-(kissingNkanyezicheek)(looksatNoma)boys

don'tlikegirlsthattalktoomuch,youbettertoneit

downoryouwilldielonely...

Nelly'seyeswiden...

Noma-(frowns)wellgirlsdon'tlikestupidrude

boys..

SJ-(shrugs)actuallytheydo,badboysalwaysget

thehothunnies....

Nelly-(laughsamused)(looksatSJ)whotoldyou

that?

SJ-malumeToolsanduncleB...

Nelly-(laughsshakingherhead)youshouldn'tlisten



toeverythingyouruncle'ssaybaby..

SJshrugsandcarriesonplayingwithNkanyezi.

Nellyglancesatthekidsonemoretimeandsmiles

walkingoutthenurserybutshestopsbythedoor

whenshehearsaninterestingconversationbetween

thesiblings...

SJ-youandNkanyezicanneverhaveboyfriends,

Dadtoldmetopuncheveryboythatmesseswith

mysister's..

Noma-Cool,Idon'tlikeboysanyway,theystupid...

SJ-Good,keepitthatway...

Nsikamakesbabysounds...

SJ-(smiles)seeeventhelittleguyagreeswithme...



NellylaughsandwalkstoSbani'sbedroom,shewas

abouttogotothebathroombutstopswhenshe

seestheslidingdoortothebalconyopened.She

walkstocloseitbecauseofthecoldwindair

cominginbutstopswhenshefindsSbaniseated

andsmoking,hereyeswiden...

Nelly-yousmoke?..

Helooksupatherandsighsashingoutthe

cigarette....

Sbani-(notlookingather)Idon'tsmoke...

Nelly-(movesclosertohim)thanexplainallthis...

Sbani-(brusheshisface)comehere..

Shesitsnexttohim,heholdsherhandandsmiles

lookingather...



Sbani-youknowwhatIloveaboutyou,ithowyou

alwaysmanagetosurpriseme.WheneverIthinkI

couldn'tloveyouanymorethanIalreadydobutthan

yousurprisemeandIfindmyselffallingmoreand

moreinlovewithyou.Eachdaywithyoufeelslike

theveryfirsttimeIlaidmyeyesonyou,itjustkeeps

gettingbetterandbetterwithyou.

Hethinksofreachingforhispocketbutquicklygets

ridofthatthought.Ifheweretodowhathewanted

todonow,itwouldonlyhurtherevenmore...

Nelly-(looksathim)what'sgoingon?

Sbani-(smiledlightly)Nothing,youlookexhausted

don'tyouwanttorestalittle..

Nelly-(sighs)IdobutIhavefourskidsthatneedmy

attention.(Looksathim)soyoujustgoingtoignore

thewholesmokingthing?

Hestandsandtakesherhandandtheywalkinside



theirbedroom...

Sbani-Iwillfillthetub,yougetnaked..

Nelly-(stopsandlooksathim)Sbani...

Sbani-wewilltalkinsidethewaternowgetready,I

willwashyourback...

Heleavesherstandingthere,shecouldsee

somethingwaswrong,asmuchashetriedtocover

itup.Hisenergyalonegavehimaway.Shesighed

andtiedherhairtoamessybun,aftershewasdone

takingherclothesoff,sheclosestheirbedroom

doorandwalkedinsidetheirbathroomnaked.Her

jawsdropped,therewererosepedalseverywhere,

thelightsweredimmed,smallfragrancecandles

placedalmosteverywhere,itsmelledfreshand

exotic.Shecouldn'tbelievethatitwashimthathad

donethis,shescannedhereyesarounduntilthey

landedonhim...



Nelly-ohmyGodbabe....

Sbani-(smiles)doyoulikeit?

Nelly-likeit?HellNo!!!Ifuckingloveit....butwhen?,

How?..

Sbani-Ididallthiswhenyouwerebusywiththekids,

whenIwasatthebalconyIwaswaitingforthewater

insidethetubtocooldown...

Nelly-(looksaround)itbeautiful..

Sbani-(takesherhand)comelet'sgetinsidebefore

thewatergetscold...

Nelly-waitIwanttotakeapicture...

Sbani-Nelly!!!

Nelly-(babykisseshim)Iwillberightback....

Sheranonhertiptoes,helookedatherandlaughed

lookingatherbutt...

InsideMaSiwela'scar....



ZenandewasscrollingthroughherInstagramwhen

shesawthepictureNellyjustposted5minutesago...

Zee-(smiles)wow....

MaSiwela-(glancesather)whatisit?

Zee-NellyjustpostedapictureonInstagram,thatha

(handsherthephone)

MaSiwelalooksatthepicture...

MaSiwela-(handsZeeherphone)Ididn'tpictureGid

astheromantictype..

Zee-meneitherbutIguesswejudgedtoosoon..

MaSiwela-tellhermomsaysnosex...

Zee-(laughs)areyouserious?

MaSiwela-(laughs)yeah,Iamhermom,youher

sisteritourjobtoembarrassher...



Theybothlaugh,scrollingdownagain,Zeefindsa

pictureofMthokokissingawomanwhileontheZip

line,youcouldn'tseethewoman'sfacebecause

theirheadswerecoveredwithhelmets,butthe

woman'slegswerewrappedaroundMthoko's

waist...

Zee-YhooobhutiMthokoisserving#holidaygoals

rightnow.

MaSiwela-thatonehasn'tcalledmesince

Christmas..

Zee-jeahnowIgetwhyhehasn'tbeenblowingup

myphonetoo.

MaSiwelalooksatthepictureandsmiles...

MaSiwela-screenshotthispictureandsendittome,

IwanttoshowDon...



Zee-(smiles)soyourfuturemakotiasmodellegs.

MaSiwela-Idon'tevencareifthatwomanisjusta

onenightstandorafriendwithbenefits,Iamjust

happyhe'shavingsex...

Zee-(laughs)Iamprettysurenormalparentsdon't

saysuchthings..

MaSiwela-yeah,yeahbutMthokoisadifferentcase,

wewereworriedthathe'sgay...

Zee-(burstoutlaughing)youhilariousmama,

ofcoursebhutiMthokoisn'tgay,Ioncesawhimtip

toeingagirlouthisroom..

MaSiwela-really?

Zee-(laughsandnods)yeah,itwasroundaboutthat

timeyouguyswereatthehomesteads..

MaSiwela-Iamsorelieved...

Zee-ifhewasgay?Wouldthatbeenaproblem?

MaSiwela-(sighs)No,butallparentswishfortheir

childrentogetmarriedandhavekids.Especially

boysbecausetheycarrythesurnamesowhenyour

sonlikesmen,itcomplicatesthingsbutwelivein



differenttimes,Idon'thaveaproblemhavingagay

sonbutnoparentswakesupandwishesforagay

child(looksather)areyou...?

Zee-(laughs)JesusNo...

ATZIMBALIESTATE....

shesatinbetweenhislegswithherheadonhis

chestashishandscontinuedtocaressherbody.

Theyhavebeentalkingaboutanythingthatcameto

theirmindsbutnowitwassilent,theysatinsidethe

tubintheirmostcomfortablesilent,intheirperfect

worldwerenobodyexistedbutjustthetwoof

them....

Sbani-rememberwhenyouaskedmeaboutmy

nightmares?

Nelly-(shestoppedbrushinghisknee)yeah,you

promisedthatonedayyouwilltellmewhatexactly

happensinthem...



Sbani-itmypast....

....(silent)....

Shedidn'twanttosayanything,shewantedtojust

lethimtalk...

Sbani-thereisthisgirl...

Herbodystiffenatthementionofanotherwoman,

hesmiledknowingthatshewasprobablyfeeling

jealous...

Sbani-(twistherheadtofacehim,kissesher)Inever

lovedher..

Shesmilesandpressesherbodytohis,wrapping

hisarmstightlyaroundherwaist...



Sbani-shewasjustafreshmangirlinUKZN,itround

aboutthetimewhenIhadstarteddoingan

internshipatmyfather'scompany.AsmuchasIwas

donewithschoolIwasstillverymuchincontact

withsomeofthefriendsImadeinvarsity.Youcan

guessmycircleoffriendsweretheonepopularly

knownforhostingthecoolestparties,beingthe

captainoftherugbyteamdidn'texactlytonedown

thelevelofmebeingpopular...

Nelly-(smiles)soinanutshellyouwerethe

handsome,arrogantQuarterbackthateverygirl

gushesaboutineveryteenmovie..

Sbani-(laughs)notexactly,buttherichandsnob

kidsthatattendedmodelCschoolsweretheones

thatprobablygushedaboutmethemostbecause

theymostlyattendedourgames.Studentsthat

camefrompublicschooldidn'tcareaboutrugby

becausetheydon'tunderstandit,somedon'teven

knowitbuttheycametothepartiesandthatwhenI

mether.Oneofmybuddieswhohasturnedhosting

thesevarsitypartiesintoacareerhadhosteda



freshersbashforUKZNsoheinvitedallhisboys.

Nowyoucanimaginethehypegirlshad,everygirl

wantedtoassociatethemselveswithus,plusvarsity

girlslovesboyswithcars.Wehadagoodtimewith

herandsomeofherfriends,wedidn'texchange

numberbutamonthafterthepartyImetheragain

weexchangednumbersthan.Inmysecondyearof

studyingIjoinedagroupwithcoupleoffriendsand

someotherstudents.Itwaslikesomesexcultkind

ofgroup.Wedidn'tdoanythingfreakylikesleepwith

eachotherbutitwasaspacewereasmenwe

embracedoursexualitythatwhenIwasintroduced

tobeingadominant,wellIwouldn'treallysayIwas

onebecauseIdidn'tdotheextremethingsthat

dominantsdobutIlikedthewholeconceptofbeing

onebecauseitmeantIgettobetheonewiththe

power,strongwill.Ilikedthefactofdoinganything

andeverythingknowingthatsomeonewillbe

submissivetomydemands,itingnitedsomething

withinmethatIlikedandthatIcraved.Becauseat

thattimeIwasn'treallyearningmuchfrommy

father'scompany,plusIhadotherexpensestopay

likemycarinsuranceaswellasrent.Asmuchaswe



wererichourfatherinstilledresponsibilityand

independenceonus.SobecauseIwasn'tbigon

cashIcouldn'texercisemydominantstothe

extreme.SoIintroducedNtokozotothecult,she

freakedoutatfirstbutItoldherIwasn'tthathighin

therankingsbecauseIhadnomoneysonothing

extremewillhappentoher,butallshehadtodowas

justsubmittomysexualdemands.Shewasthe

perfecttarget,young,naiveandwelleasily

influenced.IchoseherbecauseIreallydidn'tlikethe

ideaofsleepingwithdifferentwomanplusIwas

alreadystartingarelationshipwithNtombi,you

mightbewonderingwhyIdidn'tintroduceNtombito

beingmysubmissive?Wellsheherexboyfriendwas

alsointhecult,heabusedher,physicallyand

sexually,torturedherandevenhadheraborther

child.Icouldn'thavehergothroughthatagain.So

whenNtokozoagreedtobeingasubmissiveitwas

thebestnewstome.Istartedresearching

everythingonbeingadominant,Ibecameobsessed

withit.Ispenthoursandhoursonmyscreenjust

researching,Ialsowantedtomakethings

comfortableforher.Iwouldmeetupwithherjustso



wecoulddiscussthelogisticsofwhatwewereboth

abouttoattempt.Ihadalreadystartedpayingher

somemoney,Imeanshedidn'twantitbutIknew

howtoughreslifecouldbetoastudentsoIpaidher

anyway.Iguessmepayingheralsokindofeased

myconsciousespeciallysinceIwastaking

advantageofherbeingnaive.ItoldBlessabouther,

hediscideditwasbesthelooksintothegirl,well

yourbrotherhasalwaysbeeninvolvedwiththecrazy

wrongcrowd,heknewanddidthingsthathe

shouldn't,hecouldaccessyourbankaccount

withoutevenhavingyourpinsoIknewifIneededto

finddirtorinformationonsomeonehewastheguyI

shouldtrust.Besideshewasalsointhecult,they

paidhimforhisskillsthough,hedidtheirdirtywork.

AnywayssomehowNtombi'sexfoundoutIwas

involvedinthecult,healsomanagedtogetto

Ntokozo,hewasaguyfromawealthyfamily,he's

familywasinvolvedinpoliticsIguesswhateveritis

thathehadpromisedherwasbig.Sowhenwemeet

up,Iwasjustgettinghercomfortableyouknow,

gettingtheawkwardnessoutoftheway.Sowehad

acoupleofdrinks,Imanagedtospikeup



conversationherethere,mostlyIjustaskedabout

her,Ifiguredifweweregettingintothispartnership

wemightaswellhertoknoweachotherbutthrough

theconversationthatwhenImadetheconnectionof

herbeingThand.....

Nomaburstintotheroomscreaming....

Noma-DADDY,DAAAAADDDDDD!!!!!.....NENE.....

Theycouldherehersmallfootstepswantingto

maketheirwaytothebathroom...

Sbani-babydaddyisbathing,don'tcomein...

Noma-okay,comeoutquickly,uncleBlesssaysit

goingtobekricastimenow...

Sbani-okaybaby...



Shewalkstothedoorbutstopsandlooksaround...

Noma-whereisNene?

Sbani-uhmm...She'sdownstairs..

Noma-(confused)(talkstoherself)butIwasjust

downstairs...

Shesaysthatandwalksouttheroom.Theyboth

lookateachotherandsigh...

Nelly-(toucheshischest)wewillcontinuethistalk

later..

Notgivinghimtimetorespond,shegetsawayfrom

hisgripandwrapsatowelaroundherbodygetting

outthewater.....

30minuteslater....



Nellywaschattingawaywiththekidswhilefeeding

Nsikahisbottle.Theguyswalkedouttothegarden

wherethemeatwasbeingprepared....

Bless-didyoutalktoher?

Sbani-(brusheshisface)IwasbutNomainterrupted

us..

Bless-sowhataregoingtodo?

Sbani-IguessIwillhavetofindtimeafterthe

fireworks...

Bless-whatafuckedupwaytostartthenewyear...

Sbani-Iknow...

Shakawalkstowardstheguys...

Shaka-IjustgotofthephonewithSiya,theywilling

tomeetandtalkabouttheprice.



Sbani-(looksatShaka)aboutthat,youneedtotell

themwenolongerneedtheirhelp..

Shaka-(eyeswiden)WHAT???!!!!

Bless-IhatetoadmitbutthehavingtheSibiya'sas

youralliancecouldreallyhelpyou.

Sbani-yeahbutatwhatprice?(Looksatbothmen)

wetalkingaboutafuckingmafiafamilyhere,please

don'ttellmeyoureallythingitmoneytheywillwant.

Thesepeoplerunfuckingponzischemes,drug

business,brothels,clubs,illegalfirearmsandthat

justafewofthethingsthattheydo.Moneyisthe

leastoftheirworries...

Shaka-butifitnotmoneytheywantthanWhat?

Sbani-(shrugs)Idon'tknowandIdon'tevenwantto

know.Callhimandtellhimwenolongerneedtheir

servicesShaka.Ihavetoomuchstressasitis,Iwill

beintheinsidestressedaboutmykidsandNelly,I

don'twanttobestressinghowIamfuckingupmy

parentsandbrotherslivestoo.Wenotassociating

ourselveswiththeSibiya's....
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ATTHEGASARESIDENCE...

Moses-(looksathiswife)ucabanganingalomfana

kaZulu?(WhatdoyouthinkofthatZuluboy?)

MrsGasa-muphiumfanakaZulu?(WhichZuluboy?),

there'slikethreeofthem?

Moses-lokaNelly..

MrsGasa-wellIdon'tknowhimthatwellbuthe

seemslikeagreatmanwellhedefinitelylovesyour

daughter,I'veseenthewayhiseyesstaygluedtoher

evenwhensheisn'tpayingattentiontohim.InfactI

haveneverseenhimwithamoregloriousface

unlesshe'swithherorwhenhe'swithBlessbutit

shinesmorewhenhe'swithher.

Moses-soyouthinkhe'sgoodforher?

MrsGasa-Idon'tknowbecauseyouneverreally



knowsomeonebutwhatIdoknowisIwouldbea

happyparentifIknewmydaughterwaswithaman

thatlooksatherlikethewaythatZuluboylooksat

Nelly.Itbeautifultosee,IwantthatforNomvelotoo.

Moses-thatoneneedstoprioritizehertime,noman

wantsawomanthatwillleavehiminbedat12

o'clockjusttoattendwork.ThatwhythatGumede

boylefther,shewasmorededicatedtoherwork

thananythingelse.

MrsGasa-wellshe'sadoctorherworkisvery

demandingbesidesitnotlikeDerekwaswillingto

compromisehisworktoo.Hefreakenleavesin

anothercontinent.Anywayswhyareyoudiscussing

Sbani?Iseethewayyoulookathim,younotfondof

himareyou?Butthanagainyoualwayslikethatwith

thementhatdateyourdaughters.

Moses-(sighs)Ijustdon'tlikethewayhe's

possessiveoverher,Iswearifitwasuptothatguy,

noneofuswillhaveanyrelationstoNelly.Iwanta

relationshipwithmydaughter,Iwanttogettoknow

her,laughwithher,havethatdaddydaughter

relationshipbutIfeellikewithhimaroundIwon'tget



thatchance...

Shelooksathim,studieshisfaceandnoticesthe

uneasinessfromhim...

MrsGasa-whatdidyoudo?

Moses-(lookather)whatdoyoumean?

MrsGasa-wenzeniMoses?

Moses-Idon'tknowwhatyoutalkingabout?

MrsGasa-IamnotstupidjustbecauseIrespectand

obeyyouasawifeshoulddoesn'tmeanthatIdon't

knowyouorIamblindtoexactlywhatyouare...

Moses-Ithinkyouoverreactingherewoman..

MrsGasa-(annoyed)yeahIhopeforyoursakeyou

didn'tdoanythingstupidbecauselookaroundyou

Moses,itonlymeyouleftwithnoneofyourkids

wantedtospendnewyearsevenightwithyou.You

pushingyourkidsaway,ifyoudon'tstopbeing

MinisterIntelligenceeveninyourrelationshipwith



yourkidsandstartbeing"dad"youwillendupnot

havinganyrelationshipleftwiththem.Bandilewill

soonstartseeingthetrueyouandyouwillbeleft

withnochildren,Nomveloonlytoleratesyou

becauseyoustillherfather,Sandilehatesyou,

Blessingcan'tstandyouandnowyouwanttomess

arelationshipthathasn'tbeenformedyetbecause

ofyourbigego.

Moses-(Boldvoice)ENOUGH....Ithinkyouhave

forgottenyourplace.

MrsGasalooksathimonemoretimeandstandsup

takingherphone...

Moses-(looksather)Uyaphi?(Whereareyougoing?)

MrsGasa-Iamgoingtobewithmychildren,isthat

okaywithyoudearhusband?..

20minuteslater....



MrsGasadialedNomvelo'snumber...

Ringing...

Mvelo-hellomom..

Shecouldhearthenoiseinthebackground...

MrsGasa-heybabywhereareyouguysat?

Mvelo-ohafriendofminehadinvitedmetohis

social...

MrsGasa-theboysaretheretoo?

Mvelo-(laughs)No,SandilewenttotheFDRparty

andBandilewentoutwithhisfriendsIthink.Yini?

What'sup?

MrsGasa-(sighs)wellIwasonmywaytoyour

house,yourfatherjust....youknowwhatnevermind

iwilltellthedrivertoturnback..



Shecouldhearthedistressfromhermother'svoice,

itnoteverydaythathermom'sbecomesthis

vulnerabletowardsher.Herdadmusthavereally

messedup...

Mvelo-Nodon't,Iwilldrivehomeitnotthatfarjust

10minutesaway.

MrsGasa-ohnobabyIdon'twantto...

Mvelo-(laughs)momitokay,Ididn'tevenwanttobe

inthispartyitjustDerekhasthetwinsandtheboys

decidedtoditchmesoIoptedtoattendthisparty

becauseIdidn'twanttobealone.

MrsGasa-(smiles)okay!!!Thankyoubaby..

Mvelo-don'tmentionitmom,Iloveyou..

MrsGasa-Iloveyoutoo...

Theybothhangedup...



ATMA'NXUMALO'SHOUSE....

Ma'Nxumalo-youhavebeengluedtothatphonefor

hours...

Lungiey-whatelsecanIdomom?Iambored.

Ma'Nxumalo-youbored?

Lungiey-(rollseyes)yesmomIambored,like

everyoneisdoingsomethinghavingthetimeoftheir

livesandIamjuststuckheredoingnothing..

MaNxumalo-(raiseshereyebrow)stuck??Lungile

youfeelstuckjustbecauseyouwithmeandyour

daughter..

Lungiey-(sighs)notlikethatmombutmylifejust...I

don'tknowbutthisisthefirstnewyearsthatIamat

homedoingnothing.

MaNxumalo-thingschangeLungile,youhavea

daughternow,youcan'tbepartyingitup...

Lungiey-Nellyhastwokidsbutshe'sdoing

somethingonhernewyear's,Ihavebeenseeing

picturesthatshe'sbeenpostingonInstagram,Ieven



sawherwhatsappvideos,Mthokotooishavingthe

timeofhislirewithhisgirlfriend...

MaNxumalo-ohsoIseewhatthisisabout,Lungile

youcannotcompareyourlifetoNelly's,youbothtwo

differentpeoplewhoaredestinedfordifferent

things.Andwhydoyousoundsobitterabout

Mthokohavingagirlfriend,didyouexpecthimtobe

aloneforever?

Lungiey-mamayoujustdon'tgetit,Idon'twant

Nelly'slifebutIwasjustmakinganexampleofhow

she'shavingthebesttimeofherlifewithtwokids

butIamstuckandboredwithonekid.AndIamnot

discussingMthoko..

MaNxumalo-(shakesherhead)Iwillnever

understandyou(standsup)letmegogetmybible

sowecanprayandIcangotosleep.(Looksather)

insteadoffantasizingaboutwhatothershavegoing

onintheirliveswhydon'tyouthinkaboutthethings

thatGodhasblessedyouwith,yourdaughter,

findingyourfather,yoursiblingsandmostlyyour

friendshipwithNelly,begreatfulandaskGodto

keepblessingyouevenmoreasweenteranew



year...

ATZIMBALIESTATE....

Shaka-comeonkidsitalmosttimeforthecount

down...

Nomascreamsexcitedlyassherunstowherethe

guysweresettingthefireworksat...

SJ-(looksathisdad)dowehavethebigbombs?

Sbani-(smiles)wehaveeverything,doyouwantme

tohelpyoulightup?

SJ-(smiles)COOOOLLL.....

Noma-(excited)(clappingherhands)Iwanttolight

uptoo..

SJ-girlsarenotallowedtoplaywithmatches..

Noma-(frowns)Iwasn'ttalkingtoyoumonkeyhead..



SJ-(looksatherandlaughs)isthatsupposeto

makemecry?Yousolame..

NomastompsonSJfootwhenhewasaboutto

retaliateSbaniseparatedthem...

Sbani-(looksatthem)WHATDIDISAYABOUT

FIGHTINGWITHEACHOTHER?

Noma-(frowns)(pointsatSJ)hestartedit..

SJ-Noyourstupidfacestartedit..

Noma-whoareyoucallingstupidface?

SJ-(glaresather)whataregoingtodo?

Sbani-(irritated)(commandingvoice)SHUTUP!!!!...

Bothhiskidskeepquietinthatinstant,theyhave

neverhadtheirdadshoutatthemlikethis,even

ShakaandBlesswereshockedtoseeSbanilashout

athiskidslikethis,seeingthedistressonhisface

Nellybrusheshisarm...



Nelly-babe,letmedealwiththis...

Henodsandwalksinsidethehouse,Nellysighsand

looksatShakaandBlesswhogivehersympathetic

looksbeforedivertingtheireyestosettingupthe

fireworks...

Noma-isdaddymadatus?

Nelly-(smileslightly)babydaddyisjustnotfeeling

well..

SJ-isitbecausetomorrowhe'sgoingonalong

businesstrip?

NellyfrownslookingatSJ,"whatbusinesstrip?".....

Nelly-(fakesmiles)yeahsoyoutwoneedtostop

fightingbecauseyoustressingdaddyokay?



Noma-(nods)(looksatherbrother)Iamsorry...but.

Nellyraiseshereyebrowslookingather,shesighs

andkeepsquiet...

SJ-(looksdown)Iamsorrytoo...

Nelly-(smiles)nowwhoisreadytoseesome

fireworks...

Theybothexcitedlyscream"meeeeeeee!!!!!"....

10minuteslater.....

Itwas30secondstilltheclockhit00:00pm,they

wereallgatheredinthegarden,thekissapologised

totheirdadwhotickledthemtilltheywerealmost

outofbreath,itwasallsmilesnow....



Bless-okayittimenow...

Noma-(clappinghands)yeeeeey!!!!

Six

Five

Four

Three

Two

One

Them-(shouts)HAPPYNEWYEAR!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

Itwasfireworksandpeopleshoutingandscreaming

excitedlyeverywhere,thekidswerehappyand

chattingaway,jumpingupanddownwith

excitementpointingtotheskyasitwasfilledwith

fireworks.NellyandSbanimanagedtostealakiss

fromeachotherwhilethekidswerenotwatching



butShakadidcatchaglimpseofthekissbetween

thetwolovebirds.Blessstillcouldnotbelievehis

bestfriendwasgoingtoturnhimselfin,just

watchingthemrightnowandtheirblendedfamily,

everythingwasperfectbutrealitywasitwasall

goingtocomecrashingdowninthematterof

hours....

Bless-(brohugshisfriend)HappyNewyearmy

brother...

Sbani-(smiles)happyNewyearbro...haveyou

calledyourvillagequeen?

Bless-(laughs)Iwillthanksforremindingme...

Theyfistbump,Blesswalkstohissister...

Bless-dadewethu!!!...

Nelly-(smiles)youhaveafunnyaccentwhenyoutry

andspeakZulu..



Bless-(smiles)wellItry...(hugsherandkissesher

cheek)HappyNewyearbeautiful...

Nelly-HappyNewyearmybrother...

Leavingthekidsalone,Shakawalkstohisbrother...

Shaka-hey...

Sbani-(looksupathim)hey..

Shaka-youokay?

Sbani-(sighs)Idon'tknow....(smiles)HappyNew

year..

Shaka-(smiles)HappyNewyear...

Theylookateachother,movingclosertohislittle

brother,Sbanigiveshimatighthugblinkingaway

histearswhileShakawipeshisownwhichhave

seemedtoescapehiseyes...



Sbani-itokay,itokay...

Shaka-don'tdothis....

Hebreaksthehugbutstillkeepshishandatthe

backofhislittlebrothershead...

Sbani-(smileslightly)(wipeshislefteyebeforethe

yeardropevenescapeshiseye)takecareofmykids

forme...

Shaka-(nods)youdon'tevenhavetoask...

Theynodateachother,Sbaniturnsandlooksat

Nellythanbringshiseyesbacktohisbrother...

Sbani-gosayhappyNewyear'stoher(smiles)you

allowedtohugandkisshercheek.JustfortonightI

won'tmind...



Theybothlaughbuttheirheartswerestillverymuch

heavy...

Nelly-(smiles)okaywho'smomarewecallingfirst?

SJ-Mines...

Nelly-okay,letdialher...

Ringing.....

Thandeka-hello...

SJ-(smiles)HAPPYNEWYEAR'SMOM!!!!

Thandeka-(smiles)HappyNewyear'sbaby,areyou

havingfun?

SJ-yes!!!!Whatareyoudoing?

Thandeka-(laughs)eatingicecreamandwatching

somesoapie..

SJ-(laughs)thatboring...

Thandeka-(rollseyes)whateverbigguy,mommy



missesyou..

Noma-itmyturnnow!!!

SJ-Ihavetogonowmom,loveyou...

BeforeThandekacouldrespond,SJcutthecall.

NellytookthephoneanddialedNtombi...

Ringing...

Ntombi-Hello

Noma-(screams)MOM!!!!HAPPYNEWYEAR'S!!!!

Ntombi-(giggled)happyNewyear'stoyoubaby...

NellysighedandturnedtoShakaknowingthat

Nomaisprobablygoingtotakeforeveronthat

phone...

Shaka-(laughs)yougaveNomayourphone?



Nelly-(laughs)Ijustthoughtitwouldbeniceifthe

kidstalktotheirmothers..

Shaka-(looksather)youtheirmothertoo,youknow

thatright?

Nelly-Iknow(smiles)HappyNewyear's...

Shaka-HappyNewyear's...

Nelly-(openherarms)hug?

Shaka-(shakeshishead)Nah...

Nelly-(rollshereyes)getyourasshere,youknow

youwanttoo...

Theylaugh,hewalkscloserandtheyshareahug...

ATTHESIBIYARESIDENCE....

MrSibiya-Hastheboyresponded?

Siya-(shakeshishead)No...

MrSibiya-(thinks)wasn'thesupposetobebrought



intoday?

Siya-hewasbutIhavecalledmycontactinsidethe

stationnoarresthasbeenmadetonight..

MrSibiya-okay,wewillwait...

Siya'sphonevibrates,helooksatitandsmiles

seeingthename"Buhle"hereadthetextand

respondedshovinghisphonebackinsidehispocket.

Hecouldfeelhisfather'sstareburningholesinhim.

Hegatheredhimselfandlookedupwithastraight

facecoveringhisbutterfliesthatarejumpingforjoy

insidehisstomach...

MrSibiya-GoodNews?

Siya-(blankface)Pussy!!!!...

Godhehatedthewordsthatjustcameouthis

mouthbutifhedidn'twanthisfatherandbrother



stickingtheirnoseinhisbusiness,heneededto

keepfocusandplaythegamejustliketheywanted

himtoo.Buhlewillremainahiddensecret...

MrSibiya-(smiles)ahhh!!!!Oneofthose,letmenot

keepyourwhorewaiting...

Hegulpeddownhiswhiskeyandwalkedoutthe

roomleavingSiyawithabittertasteinhismouth.

Buhlewasfarfrombeingawhore.Shewasanangel,

hisMonaLisa...

ATZIMBALIESTATE....

Theexcitementhasdieddown,thekidswerenow

settledintheirbeds.Sbanikissedhisdaughter...

Sbani-sleepprincess...

Noma-(smiles)Iloveyoudaddy!!!



Sbani-(brushesherforehead)Iloveyoutoo

princess...

Hecontinuedbrushingherhairuntilsleepfinally

tookoverher.Hekissedherforeheadonemoretime

andwalkedouttheroom...

Sbani-Champyoustillawake?

SJ-yeah....

Sbanismilesandwalkstositonthebed,henotice

hisglassyeyes...

Sbani-(looksathim)areyouokay?

SJ-(sad)younotcomingbackareyou?

Hisheartshuttered....



Sbani-ofcourseIam..

SJ-youpromise?

Sbanigetsinbedandcuddleshisson...

Sbani-(smiles)yeahrememberwhatItoldyou..

SJ-Iwilltakecareofthegirls...

Sbani-(smiles)Goodjob,theywillbedoingawhole

lotofcryingandyoursisterwillhavesomany

moodydaysatschoolbutremembertoalways

standbyher..

SJ-(sighs)she'sannoyingbutIlikeher(laughs)

don'ttellherthat..

Sbani-(laughs)Iwon't,Iknowhowyoufeel.Girlsare

toomuchworkbutwelovethem..

...(silent)....



SJ-dad...

Sbani-hmmm

SJ-Iwon'tseeyouinthemorningwillI?

Sbani-(sighs)Yes...

SJ-(hugshim)canyoustaytillIfallasleep...

Sbani-(smiles)ofcourse....

Hekisseshisforehead...

SJ-ew!!!!!

Sbani-(laughs)shutup!!!!

45minuteslater......

HewalkstotheirbedroomandfindsNellysleeping

intheirbedwithhershoesstillon,hesighsand

walkstoher,takingoffhershoesandcoversher

withathrowthatwasplacedbesidethebed.He



staresatherforafewminutesandbrusheshisface

ashewalkstohissidedrawerandtakesapenand

paper.

40minuteslater....

Heplacestheletteronhersideofthebed.He

couldn'tholdhisyearsanymoreheletthemrun

downhischeeksashestaresatthebeautiful

womansleepingpeacefullyonhisbed,themotherof

hiskids.Leaningtowardsherface,heplaceshis

handonhercheekwhilehisthumbbrushesherlips

withadropsofhisyearslandingonherlips,he

wipesthemwithhisthumb,kissingherlipspossibly

forthelasttime,tastinghisownsaltytears,he

kissesheragain,thistimeholdingonalittlelonger

withonelastpeckhemovesawayfromher...

Sbani-(sniffs)Iamsorrybabe....



Hewalksouttheroomandclosethedoor.He

standsoutsideandcriessilently.Afterafew

minuteshesniffsandwipeshistears.Walkingtothe

nursery,hewatchesashissonpeacefullysleepsbut

whatsurpriseshimishisdaughterwhohashereye

wideawakelookingbackathim.Whenhelowershis

handtoher,shehasasmallsoftgriponhisfinger,

hesmileswithglassyeyes,notwantingtocryinfront

ofhisdaughter....

Sbani-whyyoumakingthishardfordaddyhuh?!!!....

Helooksawaysohecanblinkawayhistears,his

eyesfallbacktoherdaughterwhostillhashereyes

lockedonhimalmostasifsheknowsshewon'tbe

seeinghimforawhile...

Sbani-(kissesherforehead)rememberdaddylittle

star...



Hewalksoutthenurserywithaheavyheart,finding

hisfamily,MaSiwelaandZenandeintheloungearea.

Theyallstandupandlookathim.Itwasobvioushe

hadbeencryingwiththeredeyes,hestillwantedto

crybuthehelditin.Hismomthrowsherselfathim

crying...

Sbani-(hugshertightly)Iloveyou...

MrsZulu-(nods)Iloveyoutoo....

Hisfathermovestothemandhugsthemaswell,

buryinghismotherinthemiddle...

MrZulu-Idon'tcondonewhatyoudidbutIamproud

ofyouson...

Theyletgoofhim,Siphowalkstowardshim,despite

theirfeudshestillloveshisbrotherverymuch...



Sipho-(smiles)Iwillmissarguingwithyou...

Sbani-(laughs)yeah,Iloveyoubigbro..

Sipho-(pullshimforahug)Iloveyoutoobrother...I

willtakecareofthekids...

Theynodateachotherandpulloutthehug.His

eyeslandonMaSiwelawaitingforhertoslapthe

helloutofhim,he'ssurprisedwhenshewalksand

hugshim.Everybodyisshockedconsideringthey

justtoldMaSiwelawhySbani'sgoingtojail...

MaSiwela-eventhoughIdidn'tshowit,I'vealways

beenTeamGideon.....besideswemurdersgotto

sticktogether...

Everyone'seyeswiden...

MaSiwela-(rollseyes)hewasarapistbutIwilltell

youallaboutwhenIvisityou.Rememberdon'tdrop



thesoap...

Theyallsmilelightlyappreciativethatshe'sbringing

alittlehumourtoadepressingsituation...

Sbani-uhmmNelly...

MaSiwela-Iwilllookafterher..

Sbani-(looksatBless)canyoudrivemedowntothe

station?

Bless-(sniff)sure...

Helooksateveryonearoundtheloungeareaand

walksoutthedoor...
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InsideBlesscar...



Itbeenquietsincetheyleftthehouse,hehasn'tsaid

onewordtohim.MostofthetimeSbanihasbeen

lookingoutsidethewindowwithhishandcovering

hiseyesalmostasifhe'scryingbuthe'sdoingavery

goodjobinhidingit...

Bless-itnottoolatetochangeyourmind..

...(silent)...

Bless-comeonmandoyoureallywanttodothisto

yourfamily?Yourkids?Nelly?..

Sbani-we'vebeenthroughthisBlessing,Idon'twant

totalkaboutitagain.Andyoudon'thavetoremind

whatexactlyIamlosing,Iamgoingthroughthe

mostrightnow...

Bless-Idon'tmeantoupsetyoubutIjusthate

seeingyoulikethis,Ihatenotknowingwhattodo,I

amsousedtofixingeverythingforyouandnowthat



Ican't,IfeellikeIamfailingyou...

Sbani-(sighs)thefactthatIknowyouwillbethere

formyfamilywhileIamontheinsidemeansalotto

me.Youalreadydoingyourpart,stopfeelinglikeyou

failingmebecausehonestlyIdon'tthinkI'dbebrave

enoughtodothisifIdidn'thavesomeonelikeyou

ontheoutside,someonewhoIknowwilldoanything

formeaswellasmylovedones.

Bless-(looksathim)haveyoutoldNtombi?

Sbani-(brusheshisface)No,Iwasplanningtobut

wehadagoateachotherwhenIwantedNomasoI

kindofjustdidn'twanttogetintoitafterthat,

besidesIthinkshe'sfoundherselfaman,Idon'tbuy

this"myfriend"situation...

Bless-(laughs)really?

Sbani-(nods)IthinksheforgetsthatIhaveknown

herfor11years,theonlyfriendshehadwasmenow

suddenlyshehas"afriend"whichshe'ssoclosetoo

thattheyevengoonvacationstogether,yeahright..

Bless-(laughs)wow!!!(Looksathim)areyoujealous?



Sbani-(shakeshishead)No!Iwanthertobehappy

sheknowsthatandifthere'sanyoneinthisworld

thatdeserveshappinessither,she'sbeenthrough

alot.Ihatethatshefeelstheneedtolietome

especiallysinceshe'shadthismaninthepresence

ofourdaughter.Iknowshewouldn'thave

introducedourdaughtertohimifshewasn'tsure

abouthimbutthefactthatshedidgoestoshow

she'sseriousabouthim.Iwouldexpecthertobe

upfrontwithmeaboutsuchthings..

Bless-(nods)yeahIunderstand,wellifitwillmake

youfeelbetterIwillhaveSkillslookintotheguy...

Sbani-pleasedo,thelastthingIwantistheguy

beinganabusivebastardlikeherlastboyfriend.

Bless-yeahwewouldn'twantthatnow,Imeanwe

loveussomeNtombidrama..

Sbani-(laughs)she'squitethefirecrackerisn'tshe?

Bless-(laughs)definitely(looksathim)Iwillkeepan

eyeonhertoo..

Sbani-(smileslightly)thanks...



Bless-(smirksandlooksathim)youknowIwouldn't

judgeyouifyouadmitthatyou'rebitjealous?

Sbani-(laughs)stoptalkingnonsenseandfocuson

theroad..

20minuteslater....

Afterlockingthecar,bothmenmaketheirway

insidethestation...

Bless-sowhatexactlyareyougoingtosayinthere?

Sbani-thetruth...

Bless-wecanstillturnba...

Sbani-(stopsandlooksathim)Dude!!!...

Bless-(sighs)Iamsorry,wellisitabadthingthatI

justdon'twantyoutodothis?Imeanwecanfind

somehobbothatwecanpaytoadmittothecrime,

oranyone,timesareroughpeoplearedesperatefor

money.



Sbani-(shakeshishead)againIwillhavethe

consciousthatIruinedanotherinnocentpersonslife,

whataboutthatperson'sfamily?NomanIneedto

dothis.Maybeyoushouldjustgobackhome,letme

walktherealone.

Bless-NoforgetIt,Iamcomingwithyou..

Henodsathimandtheywalkinsidethestation,

findingtwopoliceofficersbehindthereception

desk...

Man1-(looksathim)sharpbafwethunginganisiza

ngani?(WhatcanIhelpyouwith?)

Sbani-yeah,Iamheretohandmyselfin..

Thetwopoliceofficerslookateachother...

Man2-khulumandoda



Sbani-(takesadeepbreath)Ikilledawoman,8or9

yearsagoIamnotsureinfactIdon'tevenwantto

rememberbutngambulala,ngamqiba(Ikilledand

buriedher)...

Theytwopolicemenlookateachotheragainand

burstoutlaughing,theylaughsohardthattheystart

toannoySbaniabitbutheknewheneededtocome

downafterallthisreactionwasonehewas

expecting....

Man2-yayizwaleone(laughs)abantuababuyeke

utshwala(Canyouherethisone,peopleshouldgive

upalcohol)..

Man1-(laughs)Ihadhopewhentheclockhit12and

wewillhavenosillyreportsbutIguessIrejoicedtoo

soon.

Sbani-(boldvoice)seniqedileukusineke?noma

nisafunaukunwayaizisinifuthi?



Thetwopoliceofficersstopandlookathim,he

lookedbackatthemwithacoldserioussternface,

theireyeswenttoBlesswhoalsohasacold

expressionplasteredonhisface...

Man2-(looksatBless)umnganakhoseriousyini?

Bless-(raiseshiseyebrow)wenaucabangani?

Perhapsyouwillbelieveitwhenwedirectyouto

wherethebonesare..

ThemanswallowedhearingthetonetoBlessings

voice.Hetookastatementformandplaceditonthe

counter..

Man2-(handedSbaniapen)Bhalastatementsakho

Sbani-DoIreallyhavetodothis?AnganiIamtelling

youexactlywhatIdid?

Man1-wejustfollowingprotocol.



Sbanigrabbedthepenandpaperandwalkedtothe

cornerwheretherewasasmalldeskandchair.One

ofthepoliceofferswalkedtotheback...

Man2-eyconstableangekeuzeuyikholwekele(hey

constableyouwon'tbelievethis)

Constable-(munchsonhischickenmayosandwich)

yini?Khulumangilalele(what?TalkIamlistening)

Man2-kunendodalaithiizozibophisa(thereisaman

who'sheretohandhimselfin)

Constable-(swallowshissandwich)isitoneof

thosedrunkardsthatcomeeverynewyears?

Man2-Idon'tthinkso,helooksseriousand

akabukekeedakiwe(hedoesn'tlookdrunk)

Constable-gobacktothefrontngiyezamanje(Iam

coming)...

Theconstablequicklyfinishedthelastfourslicesof

hissandwich...



Constable-(standingup)umuntuakasakwazingisho

ukudlakahlenxi!!!!(Onecannoteveneathisfood

peacefully)

Hewalkstothefrontwherethetwopoliceofficers

werebusyreadingSbani'sstatementwiththeireyes

wideopened,theycouldn'tbelievehowdetailedthe

wholethingwas.MeanwhileSbaniwasseatedwith

hishandscoveringhisfacewritingthatstatement

provedtobedifficultforhimashehadtorelivethat

dayalloveragain.HecannotimaginehowNellywill

feelafterreadingthatletter,judgingbyfacial

expressionsofthesetwoofficers.Hehastoaccept

thathewillloseherforever...

Constable-(looksatthewhitepaper)isthatthe

statement?

Man1-(nods)lendodaenesihlunguhah!!!

Man2-whatIdon'tunderstandiswhyturnhimselfin



phelalomuntuhadthechancetogetawaywith

murder....

Constable-(snatchesthepaper)awuthingifundela

(letmeread)....

10minuteslater.....

Constable-(looksatSbani)thisisaseriouscrime,

wetalkingaboutmurderhere..

Sbani-Iunderstand..

Constable-whyareyoudoingthis?Yourealisewhat

turningyourselfinmeans?

Sbani-shouldn'tyoubesendingmetomycellnow?

Bless-Sbani!!!

Sbani-Ijustwanttogetthisoveranddonewith...

TheconstablestaresatBless...



Man1-constableawuthislumeindlebekancane..

Theywalktothebackwheretheconstable'soffice

is...

Constable-whatisit?

Man1-IwasjustoutsideandIhappentoseethe

kindofcarthosetwogentlemencamewith,didyou

seetheirwatchesandtheclothestheyhaveon.

Constable-whatareyouimplyingMhlongo?

Man1-Isaywecutadeal..

Constable-(silent)Iamlistening....

ATMTSHIGWANEFARMS....

Nomusajustfinishedwashingthedishesthatwere

usedtoeatbyherfamilyandafewvillagemenand

womenwhocametocelebrateNewyear'sevewith



them.

MrThusi-(usahlalelenilangaphandle?)Musawhy

areyoustilloutside?

Nomusa-(angizelibaba)Iamnotsleepybaba..

MrThusi-(looksather)areyouwaitingforthat

friendofyours?

...(silent)...

MrThusi-(frowns)don'tletherkeepyoutoolong..

Nomusa-(nods)yebobaba

Herfatherleftherandwalkedtowardstheother

villagemenwhowereenjoyingumqombothi.The

footstepsofherfriendgavemadehertakehereyes

offthevillagemen.Shequicklygrabbedherfriends

handandwalkedwithhertowardstherondavelthat

shesleepsinwithhersiblingsbutnoneofthem



weretheretonightwhichiswhyshewantedherand

Mpumitositinside...

Mpumi-Jesus!!!SisiIdidn'tknowyouweresoearger

formetogethere..

Nomusa-whattookyousolongvele,kade

ngikulindile..

ShehandsheraTupperwarewhichhadfoodinside,

shealsohadmadeherjuiceandstolesomechoice

assortedbiscuits...

Nomusa-okwakholokhu(thisisforyou)

Mpumi-(smiles)(hugsher)Ngiyabongabutyou

didn'thavetoo.PhelasengijolaneSomalianhe

providedgroceryformyfamily.

Nomusa-(sighs)ohyeahIforgotIamjustusedto

doingthisforyoueveryyear.

Mpumi-itokay,Iwilleatitveleangikazengidle(I



haven'teaten)

SheopenedtheTupperwareandstartedtodigin,

shemoanedindelightNomusahasalwaysbeen

goodwiththepots...

Mpumi-bitchremindmetoneverletmyboyfriend

tasteyourcooking...

Nomusa-(laughs)whatever.SodidSbucall?

Mpumi-(stopseating)sothatwhyIamhere?

(Touchesherchest)ungiphulainhliziyomngani(you

breakingmyheart)

Theybothlaugh...

Nomusa-Iamserious(smiles)Didhe?

Mpumi-(sighs)hedidn'thoney...

Nomusa-(frowns)oh...



...(silent)....

Mpumi-Iamsurehewillthough,itNewyear'sMusa,

cheerup..

Nomusa-Ishouldgivehimacallbackyabo?

Mpumi-No,youdon'twanttobethoseclingygirls,

themansaidhewillcallsowewillwait..

Nomusa-okay,okay!!!!!NgitshelakengawenoMr

supemarket...

Thegirlslaugh...

Mpumi-ngimunikeuswiditoday...

NomusascreamsexcitedlybutMpumis

shhhuussshhher....



Mpumi-keepyourvoicedown,ufunalenkanyamba

ewubabawakhoingixoshe(youwantyourDragon

fathertokickmeout)

Nomusa-sorry,sobekunjani?(HowwasIt?)

Mpumi-(rollseyes)youknowitwasn'tmyfirsttime

sonowitwasjustsex.ButIkinderenjoyedit.

Nomusa-wenaawuhambilanamhlanje,uzolalalana

(younotgoingtonight,youwillsleephere)justin

caseSbucallsfuthiIwantyoutotellmeallyou

knowngoNcansi...

Mpumi-yhooooejustsaysex,whenyousayitlike

thatuveleuzibonakaliseukuthiungumkhaya..

NomusaplayfullyhitsMpumiontheshoulderas

theybothlaugh...

Nomusa-dontmakefunofme,anywayssowillyou

sleepover?

Mpumi-willNkanyambabeokaywiththat?



Nomusa-(nods)wellgogoandmymomwillsoften

himupekuseni..

Mpumi-(smiles)okayveleheneveractslikehe

doesn'twantmeinfrontofmebutIjustknowbythe

wayhelooksatme..

Nomusa-souzolala?

Mpumi-(nods)okay,itlateanyways...

Nomusasmilesexcitedly,herfatherwilljusthaveto

makepeacewithherfriendshipwithMpumi....

ATTHESTATION....

Constable-(looksatBless)canwetalk?

BlessandSbanilookateachother...

Bless-sure...



Hewalkstothebackoffice...

Constable-ngiyakubonaukuthiyouagainstwhat

yourfriendisdoing?EvenmeIhaveneverwitness

anythinglikethis.Whointheirrightmindshands

themselvesin?

Bless-(boldvoice)whyamIhereConstable?

Constable-Iwanttocutadeal..

...(silent)...

Constable-youlooklikeareasonableman,Iknow

youknowthatprisonisnotaplacewhereaperson

likeyourfriendorbrothershouldbe.NowIcanhelp

youwiththat?

.....(silent)...



Bless-(looksathim)whatdoyouwant?

Constable-fivemillion...

Blesslooksathim,fivemillionisjustchangetohim

aswellasSbanibutthefuckerinfrontofhimdoesn't

knowthathellhedoesn'tevenknowwhat500000

thousandlookslike.He'sjusttakingchances.Bless

startslaughing,makingtheconstablefrownand

lookathim...

Bless-soyouevenknowwhatFivemillionlookslike?

...(silent)...

Bless-Ididn'tthinkso...1.5milliontakeitorleaveit...

....(silent)...



Constable-makeit2million...

Bless-Isaid1.5million...

Constable-(sighs)okay....

Bless-wellletmediscussthewithmyfriend...

Theynodateachother,AssoonasBlesscomesto

viewwhereSbaniis,Sbanistandsandlooksat

them...

Sbani-(Boldvoice)Iamnotpayinganyofyoushit,

nowwhichoneofyouistakingmetomycell?...

Thenextday....

Nellyopenedhereyesandscannedtheroom,Sbani

wasnotinbedshesighed,shereallywantedto

makehimbreakfastandserveittohiminbed.She



quicklygotupfromthebedandwalkedtothe

bathroomtobrushherteethandapplyherface

scrub.Shewalksouttheroomandmakesherway

tothenurserybutshestopsonhertrackswhenshe

heardhermom'svoice,soinsteadshewalksdown

thestairs.Withaconfusedfacehereyeslandonthe

Zulu's,Hermom,ZenandeevenNhlanhlaishere...

Nelly-Morning...

Everyonestopstalkingandlooksather....

...(silent)...

Nelly-ooookay!!!!...

Shesaysthatwhennobodyresponds,sensingthat

ShewillcryMrZulutightenshisholdonhiswife....



MrZulu-(smileslightly)morningmychild..

Zenandehandsherahotcupofrooibostea...

Zee-Iwastoldyoulikeacupeverymorning..

Nelly-(smiles)Thankyou(looksaround)whendid

youguysgethere?

...(silent)...

Nelly-(placeshercuponthecounter)okaywhat's

goingon?Youallactingwierd(looksatShakaand

Nhlanhla)andwhyareyoutwolookingatmelike

that?

MrsZulubreaksfreefromherhusbandasshecould

holditin...



MrsZulu-(burstintotears)Ican'tdothis...

Shesaysthatandleavesthekitchen,Nellylooksat

everyoneandallofthemarelookingbackatherwith

sympatheticeyes....

RemembertoLIKEandCOMMENTalways

[11/3,21:07]Marcia:Insert117

ATZIMBALIESTATE...

ItbeenveryquietsinceMrsZululeftthekitchen,Mr

Zulufollowedquicklyafterher,Zenandehasbeen

avoidingeyecontactwithNelly,NhlanhlaandShaka

havebeencontinuouslymovingtheireyesfrom

MaSiwelatoNelly...

Nelly-(looksaround)seriouslynobodywantstosay

anything....



...(silent)...

Nelly-(looksatZenande)Zee?

Zenande-(widenshereyes)uhmmmyeah...

Nelly-areyougoingtotellmewhat'sgoingon?

Zenande-(stiffens)(looksatMaSiwela)IwouldbutI

don'tthinkitmyplace..

MaSiwela-whydon'tyoujusteatbreakfastthanwe

willtalkafterthat,please...

Shelooksathermother'spleadingeyesanddecides

tojustgiveintoherrequest...

Nelly-Iamnotthathungrysinceweatebraaimeat

midhoursofthemorning.CanIjusthavetwoslices

oftoastwithjustrama,Iwillhavethemwiththis

rooibostea..



MaSiwela-(smiles)anythingyouwantbaby..

Everybodyrelaxesforthetimebeingasitseems

Nelly'sattentionisfocusedherfood.MaSiwela

signalsShakaandNhlanhlatotheLoungearea

leavingNellywithZenandeinthekitchen....

MaSiwela-(finallybreathsfreely)JesusIdidn'tthink

tellingwillbesodifficult..

Nhlanhla-shelookssohappybutallthathappiness

willbetakenawayfromher,italreadyisbutshejust

doesn'tknowit...

Shaka-maybeweshouldn'ttellher..

MaSiwela-(giveshimadeathstare)uyahlanya?Iam

notlyingtomydaughter,wejustgoingtohaveto

findtherightwaytobreakthesenewstoher..

Nhlanhla-istherearightwaykodwamamaforusto

breaksuchnews,I'veneverheardofarightwayto

tellsomeonebadnews..

MaSiwela-(rollseyes)don'tyouthinkIknowthat



(looksatShaka)andyourmotherisnotmakingthis

anyeasierbutIcanunderstandherpain,nomother

shouldgothroughwhat'sshe'sgoingthrough...

MeanwhileBlesswalksinsidethekitchenwithasad,

longfaceitobviousthathehadn'tslept,he'seyes

werebloodshotred,hiswholeappearancewasjust

off,wronghelookedlikesomeonewhoishangover...

Nelly-(looksathim)(laughs)wooooo!!What

happenedtoyou?

BlesslooksatNellyconfused,hiseyesthattraveled

toZenandewiththefaceof"shedoesn'tknowyet"

Zenandenodssadly.Hesighsandwalkstohis

sisterhuggingher,whichsurprizesherbutshehugs

himback...

Nelly-(laughs)okaybigguyIthinkyouneedabath...

Bless-(breaksthehug)youlovemeanyway..



Nelly-(smiles)whatever,ifyoulookinglikethisthat

meansyouguyscontinuedthepartywithoutme

(confused)butShakalooksfineorhecouldhaveleft

earlyleavingyouandSbani,probablythatwhyhe

didn'tsleepnexttome(laughsandlooksatBless)is

hehangovertoo?Iwouldlovetoseethatsideofhim.

(Smilesandpouts)ifheishangoverIwouldbe

jealousItinmybucketlisttohaveadaywherewe

drinkourassesoutandhavecrazydrunkmakeout

session(laughs)sorryTMIguysbutheywho

wouldn'twantthat?(Smiles)butitokayIunderstand

wecouldn'tdoitlastnightbecausewehadkidsin

thehouseplus(looksatBless)youbigguywashere.

Trustmenext.....

Hecouldn'thearwhatshesaidnextbecauseallthat

wasplasterdonhisfacewastheimageofthehappy

womaninfrontofhimblabbingaway,itpainedhim,

hejustcouldn'tstandwatchhersmile,laughhappily,

howhereyesglowedwhenshementionedSbani's

name,hecouldn'tdoitanymore,hehadtostopher

sohecrashedherintohischestwhileheheldback



histearsbuthisvoicewasbreakingashewhispered

"stop"toher....

Bless-"Stop"...

Holdinghertightlyshekeepquietforafewminutes

butwithherbraintryingtocomprehendwhat'sgoing

onwithBless,sherealisedhowwhenshewalked

insidethekitchentheyallstoppedtalkingexactly

likewhenyouwalkinwhenpeoplearetalkingabout

you.Shealsorememberedhowtheyalllookedather

andhowtheirlooksquicklychangedtosympathy,

Zenandehadtriedtomaskitwhenshehandedher

thecupofrooibos,sheremembershowbrokenMrs

Zuluwas,whenhermompleadedwithhertoeat

firstItwasalldonesoherattentioncouldbe

divertedsomewhereelse.Nowthatshe'spressed

thisclosetoBless,sherealisesthatthereisno

alcoholsmell,usuallywhenoneishangoverthey

havethissmellofalcoholbutBlessdidn'tthatwhen

sherealisesthatheisn'thangoverbutsomething



waswrongwithhim,whateveritwas,itsureis

relatedtowhyeveryonewasactingwierd.Nowthat

herheadisfilledwitheverythingsherealisesthat

thereissomeonemissingthismorning,someone

whousuallyfussesoverher,whenBlesswalkedin

lookinghangovershehadthoughtthatmaybehe's

sleepinghishangovertoobutnowthatsheknows

Blessisn'thangoverandeveryoneisactingwierd,

shementallykicksherselfwhensherealizehow

stupidofhertothinkSbaniwassleeping,eversince

shemetthatmanhe'sneverbeenonetosleep.

Somethingwasgoingonandshehadasickfeeling

itinvolvedherjudginghoweveryonewastryingto

avoidher.Whenshefeltoverwhelmedorlosthis

presencealwayscomfortedher,feelingunsure,he

waswhatsheneededrightnow.Justtohavehim

nexttoher,beingcomfortableintheirsilence.She

untanglesherselffromBless...

Nelly-where'sSbani?...



Shewatchedhowhisbodystiffs,howhiseyesheld

sadnessthatmadeherheartbeatfasterthanit

alreadywas,"maybeshewaswrongthiswholetime,

whateverwasgoingonwasn'tsomethingtodowith

herbutmaybeeverythingtodowithSban,hewas

absentforthemostpartofthismorning"she

thoughttoherself...

Nelly-pleasedon'tlietome...

Bless-(sighs)heleftyoualetterinyoursideofthe

bed...

Nelly-(frowns)(confused)whatletter?Whatwould

heleavemealetter?

Bless-Iamguessingyoudidn'tseeItbutitthere.

Beforeweuhmm,beforeItellyouanythingoryou

askquestionspleasereadtheletterfirst..

ShelooksatZenandewholooksbackatherwith

sadness.Shecouldfeelherstomachformingknots...



Nelly-(looksatBless)ishe...

Bless-justgoreadtheletterafterthatyoucanask

meallthequestions...

Shenodsandgetsdownthekitchenchairandwalks

tothebedroom...

ATTHESTATION....

Hedidn'tsleepatall,thegoodthingwasthathewas

aloneinsidehiscellbutheknewthatitwasn'tgoing

tolast.Theconstableandthetwopolicementried

continuouslytogethimtochangehismindandtake

thedealbuthewasnotgoingtochangehismind,he

neededtodothis,justlikeNganonosaidifNtokozo

wasn'tlaidtorestbyherfamily,theZwane

ancestorsweregoingtofollowhimallhislifeand

whentheyretaliateitwasn'tgoingtobepretty.He

wasastrong,boldmanbutyethefearedsomething

sosmallashisownsleepbecausethatwhenhisevil



deedshaunthimthemost.Itallneededtoend,he

knowsthatpartofNtombinotfallingpregnantmight

havebeenalsoconnectedtowhathe'sdone,losing

hisdaughterThingolenkositoo.Asmuchas

NganonostatedwhyThingohadtodiebutdeep

downheblamedhimself.Ifhewantedhisfamilyto

besafe,heknewbeingacowardhadtostop,this

wasoneproblemhecouldn'trunawayfrom.The

soundoffootstepscominghiswaygainedhis

attentionashelookedupandnoticeaguard

standingoutsidehiscell,itwasn'ttheonefromlast

night....

Guard-uwenauZulu?

Sbaninods,theguardslooksathimandshakehis

head,judgingfromtheguardsfacetheyprobably

toldhimhowhehandedhimselfin.Theguardopens

thecellandsignalshimtocome...

Guard-angazinomangizothiunesibindinoma



uyisiphukuphukusomhlaba(closesthecell)ayi

unamasendeensimbiweMageba(Idon'tknow

whethertosayyoubraveoryouthestupidestmanin

thisworldeitherwayyougotballsmadeofsteel

Mageba)

Sbaniignoreshimastheywalkstogethersideto

side,heknewhewillbegettingthesekindof

remarksfromeveryonewhohearsexactlyhowhe

handedhimselftothepolice.Sohealreadyprepared

himself,hewouldn'treplytoanyoftheremarks

cominghisway...

Sbani-ungisaphi?(Whereareyoutakingme?)

Guard-unesivakashi(Youhaveavistor)

Sbani-sithesingubani?(Didtheysaywhotheyare?)

Guard-eyndodaisiboshwaasinamalungelo

(prisonersdon'thaverights),stopaskingquestions

andwalk..



Theycontinuewalkinguntiltheguardstopsata

closeddoor..

Guard-Ngenala(goinside)

Helooksattheguardsuspiciously...

Guard-(looksathim)ehbabaIdon'thaveallday...

SbaniopensthedoorandfindsMoseswithan

unknownman,theymakeeyecontactwithMoses,

themanwalkstowardsSbaniandclosesthedoor,

oncethedoorisclosedthemanwalksbacktohis

seat.Sbaniisstillgluedtohisspot...

Moses-(looksathim)youmightwanttotakeaseat..

Sbani-Iwillstand..

Man-(looksatMoses)Ngathiuzobainkingalo



muntuwakho...

Moses-(authorativevoice)SIT!!!!

HeeyesMosesannoyinglyandtakesasit,Moses

smirksathimknowingthatheisinvulnerable

becausethisisMosesplayground...

Moses-(pointsattheman)thisisdetective

Shabangu..

Sbani-youmeanyourdirtycop..

Shabangu-(frowns)IwillhaveyouknowIamthe

bestatthejob,myrecordisclean..

Sbani-(bored)okay,Iguessthatabouttochange

huh?

Shabangu-(looksatSbani)whatdoyoumean?

Sbani-whyamIhere?

MosessignalsShabangutohandhimthefile,thefile



istossedtoSbani...

Sbani-(looksatthefile)Yinile?(What'sthis?)

Shabangu-thatrightthereiswhatyourcaselooks

like,murderisaseriouscrimeandinyourcaseit

doesn'tevenhelpthatyouwentbyallmeansto

coveryourtracksandgetridofallevidence.You

lookingatserioustimeinprisonZulu..

SbanilooksatMosesthanhiseyestravelto

Shabangu...

Sbani-Iamlistening...

Moses-Icanmakeallyourproblemsgoaway,you

canjustgetoutwithsomethingsmallascommunity

serviceoryoumaynotevengetsentencedatall..

Sbanilooksatthetwomeninfrontofhim,knowing

thatMosescanmakeallthisgoawaybuthe's



alreadytoolateandalltheytalkingnowisbullshit....

Sbani-(looksatMoses)whywouldyouhelpme?

Whenyouthesamemanthatputmeinthisposition

inthefirstplace..

Moses-Idon'twanttohelpyoubutmaybeIrealised

thatyoubeinginjailwilldonogoodtomydaughter...

Sbani-(laughs)youmustthinkIamstupid,letme

breakthisdownforyou.Youdonotwanttohelp

insteadyourealisedthatyouwentaboutthisthe

wrongway.Youhavetheboneswithyoubutyou

actuallyhavenoideawhattodowiththem,youcan't

reallyusetheimageofmediggingthemupbecause

wellyoursonwillbeimplicatedtoo.Youcannot

actuallyhandthebonesouttothecrimelaboratory

becausethanyourofficewillhavetofillinareport

ofwhereyougotthemfromandwhothebones

belongtoo.Yourdepartmentdidhavejurisdictionto

dowhatyouaskedthemtoo,yourdislikeofmeand

youregomadeyoutakeirrationaldecisionstowhich

youhadnoideawhattheendgamewas,whichis



whynowyouhavethisidiot(pointsatShabangu)to

comehereandactsasifheknowswhat'she'sdoing,

likehe'sgotallthefact.Youdonotwanttohelpme,

insteadyouusingmesoyoucancleanyourdirty

doings,youbothhavenocasehere,(rollseyes)well

technicallyyoustilldon't,youhavethebonesbutyou

cannotprovethatIkilledher,myconfessionisthe

onlythingthatholdingthiscaseandyousuckers

wantcheckonit(laughs)Imustsayyouboth

thoughtthisthroughbutmehandingmyselfreally

fuckedwithyourplans,youbothdidn'tanticipateon

mehandingmyselfindidn'tYou?Thisfilethingwas

amovewhichyouweregoingtousetomakedance

toyoursurrendertoyou,Iwouldhavebeenatyour

mercybutIfuckeditallupforguysdidn'tI(laughs

inlouder)this(picksthefile),thisrighthereisalla

bluff(throwsthefileatShabangu'sface)...

ShabangulooksatMoseswithadefeated

expression,Sbaniwasstilllaughingatthetwomen

whichmadeMosesboilinsidewithanger,hewas

evenmoreangrythateverythingeverythingthat



Sbanisaidwastrueandtheybothknewit.He

realisedhowmuchhefuckedupwhenthebones

whereinhiscarebuthehadnoideaonhowhe

goingtoimplicateSbani,he'sbigegocouldn'tlet

himadmitthathehadnoplan,heactedonimpulse.

HeunderestimatedSbaniandnowitfrustratedhim

evenmorebecausehehadnothingonhim....

Sbani-(sitsupstraight)ohwhat'swiththelong

faces,(smirksandlooksatMoses)don'tworry

daddyIdon'tplanonstayinginprisonforlong,iam

bipolarremember,imighthavebeennotmyself

whenistrangledthatgirltodeath(anyways)now

listenupandlethelpyoucleanthismessforyou.

TakethebonesbacktowhereIburiedthem,that

waynoonewilleverknowyouhadanyaccessto

them,yourdepartmentgetsthechancetooperate.

DesmondDubehere(pointsatShabangu)willfollow

themapwhereto"dig"thebonesupandhe

becomestheherocop.

Shabangu-(wideneyes)justlikethat?



Sbani-(smirks)whatcanIsayIamaniceguy

Moses-(frowns)niceguymyass,Iknowyou

thinkingaboutscrewingmeup

Sbani-(laughs)Idon'tneedtoscrewthingsupfor

you,you'vedoneanimpacablejobonyourown.

WordofadviceNellyisn'treallyaforgivingperson.

Hestandsupsmirksatthemwhilewhistlingsome

goodmusictohimself,hewalksandstandsbythe

doorandturnslookingatMoses...

Sbani-HeyBraMo,nowthathowyoubeatyour

oppositionattheirowngame.Checkmatedaddy...

Heopensthedoorandwalksout,theycouldstill

hearhimwhistlinghappily...

RemembertoLIKEandCOMMENTalways....



Imayposttomorrow,Ihaveanoffday
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ATZIMBALIESTATE....

Shehasbeensittingonthebedforthepasttwenty

minutes,forsomereasonshe'sconflictedaboutthe

letterinherhands.Partofherwanttoopenitand

readwhateverwrittentherebutanotherpartofher

justdoesn'twanttoknowwhattheletterentails,it

thepartofherthatscared,thesickfeelinginsidethe

pitofherstomachwon'tgoaway.Withonelast

deepbreathsheopenstheletter...

"HELLOBEAUTIFUL!!!!!...."

Shesmiledlightly,thinkinghowcheesyofhim...

"Iknowyouprobablyrolledyoureyesandsmiled



becauseofhowcheesythatsoundedbutitbrings

mejoytoknowthatIhaveyetmanagedtoputa

smileonyourfaceevenwhenafteryoufinish

readingthisletterIwouldhavesucceededindoing

theonethingwhichIvowednevertodoandthatis

totakeawaythesmileonyourfacebecausejustlike

Ivowedtonevertakeitaway,Ipromisedtoalways

betheonetoputitthere.ForgivemebecauseIam

abouttobreakthatpromise.Rememberthetub?Do

youremembertheconversation?Iwasontheverge

oftellingyoutherootofmynightmares.Ihopeyou

canrememberwhereweleftoff,letmequickly

remindyou.Iwasabouttotellyouthatthroughour

conversationsIwasstunnedtofindoutthatshewas

Thandeka'slittlesister.Immediatelymybrainbegun

toworkinafasterpacethannormal,Icouldn't

believehowIfailedtomaketheconnectionbecause

afterIhaddiscoveredshewasThandeka'ssister,

lookingbackatNtokozoIbegintoseesimilarities,

howcouldIhavemissedthatinthebeginningwhenI

firstsawher?Imentallyaskedmyselfthatquestion,

ofcoursetherewasnoanswertoitbecausemy

brainandheadwerealreadyworkingovertimeon



theirown.ButhowcouldhaveIknownthatshewas

hissister,Ntokozohadchangedsomuchthatshe

lookednothingliketheNtokozowhoIusedtobribe

soshecancallhersisterforme.Youprobably

askingyourselfifNtokozocouldn'trecogniseme?

WellIalsoaskedmyselfthatquestiontoo.After

makingtheconnectionandmybrainwasdistracted,

whileinsidemyheadIhadallthesequestions,Iwas

justuncomfortableaboutthewholesituation.SoI

steppedouttheroomtomakeacalltoBless;...

Bless-Iwasjustabouttocallyou..

Sbani-Ihavesomethingtotellyou..

Bless-wellIhavesomethingimportanttotellyou

andyouwon'tbelieveit...

Sbani-whatisit?

Bless-youknowIhavebeendoingsomediggingon

ourgirlNtokozo,she'sThandeka'ssisterman,sheis

aZwane.

Sbani-(brusheshisface)Iknow...



Bless-(confused)youknow?Whatdoyoumeanyou

know?

Sbani-wellIjustfoundoutnowwhenwewere

talking,fuckmanIjustcan'tbelievethatIwasso

damnoblivioustoseetheresemblance...

...(silent)...

Sbani-yindaba?(Whatisit?),whyareyouquiet?

Bless-Icanunderstandwhyyoucouldn'trecognise

her,Imeanwithwidehips,fullchest,girlstendto

changealotwhenpubertyhitsbutwhatabouther?I

meanyouhaven'tchangedthatmuch?Surelyshe

musthaverecognizedyou,whatIdon'tunderstand

iswhydidn'tshesayanything?

Sbani-(thinking)Idon'tunderstandtoo..

Bless-(sighs)lookwhatIamabouttotellyouplease

promisemethatyouwilllistenandnotletyour

angertakeover?

Sbani-talk..



Bless-thatnotallthatIfoundout,Ialsofoundout

thatourgirlhasbeenmeetingupwithTumelo..

...(silent)...

Sbani-(frowns)Tumelowho?

Bless-Mbalula,Ilookedintoherbankaccountstoo,

itseemsliketheboyhasbeenmakinggenerous

donationstoit..

...(silent)...

Bless-whatareyouthinking?

Sbani-Idon'tknow....

Bless-whyareyouthiscalm?Iamworried,shouldI

comethere?

Sbani-No,lookIneedtogo..

Bless-Sbani!!!Don'tdoanythingstupid...



Iendedthecall,lefthimhangingontheotherside,I

knewhewasworriedaboutme,aboutmytemper,

he'sseenmeatmyworstespeciallywhenitcameto

beingangryandnotabletocontrolit.Goingback

insidetheroom,IfoundNtokozoseatedonthebed,I

don'tknowwhatitwasbutafterdiscoveringthatshe

wasThandeka'ssisterandhersuspiciousmeetings

withTumelo(Ntombi'sex)Isawherinadifferent

light,gonewasthenaive,sweet,innocentgirlthatI

oncesawhertobe.Icouldfeeltheangerbuildingup

insidebutIknewifIwantedanswersIneededtobe

calm...

Ntokozo-everythingokay?

Sbani-(brusheshisface)yeah....

Ntokozo-(smiles)wellwhileyouwereoutsideItook

thelibertyofmakingussomethingtodrink...

Shesmiled,flashingthatcuteinnocentsmileshe



alwaysworeeverytimeIsawherbutknowingwhatI

knowandwitheverythingthatgoingthroughmy

headIcouldn'thelpbutquestionhowconnivingthat

smileofherswas.Sheheadedmethedrinkand

broughtherglassuptomines...

Ntokozo-(clearsthroat)tous..

Ijustsmiledlightlytoherandplacedmydrinkonthe

side,Ididn'ttrusthersoIwasn'tgoingtodrink

anythingmadebyher.Somethingaboutherhad

changedtoo,Icouldn'tdeciferwhatexactlyor

maybeitwasjustmyimagination...

Sbani-canwetalk?

Ntokozo-(laughs)Ithoughtwedidthatalready..

Sbani-yeahbutweneedtotalksomemore,please

takeaseat..

Ntokozo-(looksathisdrink)younotgoingtodrink

that?



Sbani-later.Iwantyoutobehonestwithme,Ivalue

honestyalotandIhatepeoplewholie,youwouldn't

dothatwillyou?

Ntokozo-(swallows)uhmmmyeah,what'sgoingon?

Sbani-(takesthedrink)ifIwastohandyouthis

glassandaskedyoutodrinkthecontentinside,tell

meyouwouldn'thaveaproblemwiththat?

...(silent)...

Sbani-youspikedthedrinkdidn'tyou?

Ntokozo-(openshermouthandclosesit)...uhmmI

don't...

Sbani-(grabbedherwristspainfully)(shakeshis

head)rememberwhatItoldyouaboutpeoplethatlie?

(Releaseherwrists)lettryagain?Didyouspikethe

drink?

Ntokozo-(looksdown)yes...



...(silent)...

Ntokozo-Iamsorry,I...

Sbani-(staresatherblankly)whatyourdealwith

TumeloMbalula?

Ntokozo-(heartbeatingfast)Idon'tknowwhothat

is?

Sbani-youwanttoreallylietome?Doyoureally

wanttodothat?

...(silent)...

Sbani-Ididn'tthinkso,Iwon'taskyouagain,Iam

beginningtolosepatientandIdon'tthinkyoureally

wanttoseethatsideofme...

Ntokozo-(scared)he'smyboyfriend,wellIthinkthat

whatheisbutmyfriendspreferthatIcallhimmy

sponsor.

Sbani-forhowlong?



Ntokozo-Imethimaftertheparty,wehavebeen

hangingoutsince,thanhetoldmeaboutyouand

somegirlnamedNtombi,hetoldmethatheneeded

toprotectherfromyoubecauseyouinvolvedinthis

cult.HesaidhehurtNtombiandheknowshow

muchshehatesthecultandeverymenthatinvolved

init.Hesaiddoingthisforhimwillbemehelping

Ntombifromanotherabusiveman.Thecultisnot

aboutmenexploringtheirsexuality,italljusta

bunchofdirty,sickandfilthymenthatpreyonyoung

girls.Itaplatformwherethesesickbastardabuse

womensexuallyknowingthattheywillgetawaywith

it.Thecultisfilthyandeverymeninitisjustasfilthy

...(silent)...includingyou...

...(silent)...

Sbani-sowhydidyouagreetodothis?

Ntokozo-IfirstgottogetherwithyoubecauseI

alwayshadastupidcrushonyou,Iwasreluctanton

approachingyouatthatpartybutwhenIdidandyou



didn'trecognisewhoIwasIknewthiswasmy

chance.ButthanImetTumeloandhetoldme

everything,Ididn'twanttodoitatfirstbutwhenhe

offeredmethemoney,Icouldn'tturnawaybesides

alreadyIwashelpingawomanwhohadnocluethat

sheescapedananimaltofallintoanotheranimals

arms...

Sbani-(laughsindisbelief)yetyouworkingorshallI

saysleepingwiththesameanimal..

Ntokozo-(bitesherlip)he'schanged..

Sbani-(laughs)andyoubelievethat?Youdon'teven

knowthisguy?

Ntokozo-IthoughtIknewyoubutIguessIwas

wrong..

Sbani-sowhatwastheplan?Youcomehereand

youdrugme,Ipassoutthanwhat?Enlightenme

becausethisplandoesn'tmakesensetome..

Ntokozo-Iwanttogo..

Sbani-(staresatherdeadly)FUCKNO!!!younot

leavinguntilyoutellmeexactlywhattheplanwas?



Ntokozo-(looksaround)theplanfailedsocanIgo

home...

Ilookedather,Ianalysedhercloselyjusttofind

anythingonherthatwouldindicatetomethatshe

waslyingbutIfoundnothing.Itmadesenseto

believethattheplanfailedbecauseasmuchasI

hadfoundoutaboutthewholeconspiracysomehow

Istillbelievedthatshewasn'treallyabadperson,

justnaive,thatpieceofshitTumelogottoher.Iwas

angry,moreangryatTumelonotwantingtoletthe

angergetthebestoutofmeIdecidedtolethergo,

thewholethingwasjusttomessy.Whenshewas

packingherthings,Iwatchedherpickherphoneand

pressonitforafewseconds,somethinginmejust

wasn'tsittingwellwithme.Iwasconflicted,wasI

reallylettingthisgirlgoscottfree?ThiswasTumelo,

Icouldn'thelpbutfeelthereismoretothisthan

whatshewaslettingon.Ireachedforherphoneand

IsawherbodystiffandthatwhenIknewwhatever

thatwasonthatphone,Ineededtogetmyhandson

it...



Sbani-(angry)YOUFUCK'ENRECORDEDME?

Ididn'tneedhertoanswerme,herbodygaveher

away,alltheangerthatwasbuildingupinside,Ijust

couldn'tcontainitanylonger.Iwaswillingtoletthis

girlgo,IjustsawRED,allIcanthinkofwashowshe

managedtoplayme,foolme.Idon'tknowhowor

whenbutmyhandswerewrappedaroundherthroat,

IhaddifferentvoicesinsidemyheadandIwasjust

livid.EverythingwasjustRED,RED,RED,butIfelther

takeherlastbreathe,thanwhenIwasfinallyableto

seeherfacebeforeshetookherlastbreath,Isaw

fearinhereyes,Isawtheinnocencetoo,herlast

wordswillforeverhauntme."Itokay"thatwhatshe

saidbeforesheclosedhereyes.JustlikethatIhad

killedher,itlikeIwasn'tincontrolofmybody

althoughthosefewsecondsbeforeshetookherlast

breathIwasrelievedfromthetrancebutseconds

afterthatitlikeIwentbacktobeingpossessed.I

quicklycleanedthesceneup,Ididn'tevenfeel

remorsefulthatIjusttookalife,herlastwordswere



ringinginsidemyheardbuttherewasthisother

voicetoothatjustkepttellingmethatIneededto

showthemwhoisboss,Icouldn'tletthemwin,I

didn'tneedtobeweakandcrumbledownbecauseI

tookalife,Ineededtotakecareofbusinessand

provetothemthatIamnotweak.Youaskyourself

whois"them"?Iguess"them"werepeoplelike

NtokozoandTumelowhothoughttheycouldtake

medown.WelltheywerewrongandIknewexactly

whattodotoprovethatIwillalwayscomeouttop.

Andyes,youprobablyhavefigurednobodywas

reportedtothepolice,thatbecauseItookcareof

business,justlikethevoicewantedmetoo.Iburied

herbody,notasingledayafterthatwentbywithout

herwordsandfacehauntingmeandthatwasthe

dayIfearedmyownsleep,Icouldblameitonmy

angerormysocalled"disorder"butthefactisItook

aninnocentlifebecauseofmyownselfishreasons.

NowIneedtostoprunningandfacemydemons,I

amsorrythatIamnotthemanthatyouwantmeto

be,Iamsorrythatnowyougettohurtalloveragain

becauseIselfishnottotellyouexactlywhatIam,a

monster,amurderer.ButmostimportantlyIam



sorrythatIrippedyouofasecondchanceto

happiness,Iwillforeverlivewiththeregretthatnot

onlyhasmyselfishnesstookawayaninnocentlife

andscaredafamilyforlifebutmyselfishnessyet

againwillhurtandscarmanyhearts.Iloveyouand

ourchildren,IwillforeverloveyoueventhoughI

knowthatIdon'tdeserveyou.

ItwillbeselfishofmetoaskforforgivenesssoI

won't.Takecareofourchildren,betheherothat

theyneedintheirlives.Don'tholdbackonlove

becauseyoudeserveit..

Iloveyou..."

Theletterfelloutherhands,shecouldfeelherbody

wasgoingtoastateofshock,shewentonher

kneesandaloudcryescapingouthermouth,

MaSiwelaquicklywentovertoher,shehadbeen

standingoutthedoorthiswholetimewatchingher...



MaSiwela-(holdsher)ohmybaby....

Nelly-(crying)hekilledhermama...

MaSiwela-(brushesherhair)Iamsorrybaby..

Nelly-whywouldhedoit?He'sstupid,stupid

mama...

Shecontinuedtocryhereyeballsout,shewas

beginningtolosehervoice,herchestwasheavy,her

heartwasbeatingwayfasterthanthenormalpace...

Nelly-whycan'tIbehappyjustforonce,whyme

mama?WhySbani?.....NO,noooo...(holdsher

painfulchest)NO...

RemembertoLIKEandCOMMENTalways
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Thenextday....

ATZIMBALIESTATE...

MrsZuluwasfeedingbabyNkanyeziherbottlewhile

MaSiwelawasfeedingNsika.ZenandeandSimi

werebusywiththegrownkids....

MrsZulu-Nellyisstillsleeping?

MaSiwela-(nods)Yeah,sheneedstorest..

MrsZulu-Iamsureshehasaheadachefromallthe

cryingshedidyesterday.

MaSiwela-wellIhaverequestedherdoctortocome

checkherup,NellyhasalwayshadaheartproblemI

fearfromeverythingthatbeenhappeningaroundher,

itmighthavegottenevenmoreweak...

MrsZulu-Istillrememberhowshefaintedbythe

stairsinmyhouse,letprayeverythingwillbeokay...

MaSiwela-ithastoo,thesetwocannotlosetheir



motheratleasttheyneedtohaveoneparentintheir

lives...

MrsZulu-maybeweneedtofindsomeonetohelp

herwiththebabies?

MaSiwela-Ithinkitbestthatshecontinuesstaying

withmeuntilshe'sstabletostayonherown.Idon't

wantherstayingalone.

MrsZulu-okaythatcouldwork...

BlesstogetherwithShakaandMrZuluwalkinside

theloungearea...

MaSiwela-(looksatBless)howishe?

Bless-he'sstrongbutIcanseeallthisisaffecting

him.How'sNelly?

MaSiwela-(shakesherhead)notgoodatall..

MrZulu-(brusheshisface)IguessIshouldfind

someoneelsefortheactingCEOposition,Idon't

knowwhyIevenconsideredaskingher,Iseemedto



forgetshe'stheonetobegoingthroughthemost.

MrsZulu-whycan'tyourunthecompany?

MrZulu-Ihaveothercommitmentsplus,Ileftthe

companytomykidsIamnolongercutoutfordayto

dayoperations...

Nelly-Iwilldoit...

Theyallturnandlookatherwiththeireyeswide

open...

MaSiwela-Nelly!!

Nelly-(wipeshertears)Nomama,Iwanttodoit

(breakingvoice)IhavetooorIwillgoinsanewithall

thesevoicesinmyhead.(Teary)Ifeelsuffocated

withallthesefeelings..

MaSiwelamovestowardsherandtriestohugher

butNellymovestothesideandshakesherhead..



Nelly-Don't!!!Idon'twanttodothisanymore,Idon't

wanttobethispersonthatbreaksdowneverytime.

(Crying)ithurtsso,sobadbutIdon'twanttodothis

anymore,itnotme.

MrsZulu-(sad)honeyitokaytocryweunderstand

andweallhereforyou...

Sheholdsherpainfulchestandtrieswipingthe

tearsthatrundownherfacebutitprovestobean

unsuccessfulmissionastheyjustkeepfalling...

Nelly-(looksatMrZulu)Icandoitplease?

MaSiwela-(looksatherindisbelief)absolutelynot

Nelisiwe,yourunningawaythatwhatyoudoing,you

can'thidebehindyourworkbaby,youneedtoallow

yourselftofeelthepain,cry,youneedtoallowyour

bodytogothroughtheseemotions.Runningisnot

healthybaby.

Nelly-(crying)Iamnotrunning,thepainisalready

there,Ican'teat,Ican'tsleep,Ican'tevenlookatmy



ownkidswithoutburstingtotears.SJlooksso

muchlikehisfather,Noma'sattituderemindsmeof

him,babyNsika'smoodsaresomuchlikeSbani's

andNkanyezi,hercalmnessmakeseverythingso

hardbecauseallIwantistohavehimbesidemeand

enjoythequietnesstogether,butIcan'thavethat

canI?NomatterwhatIdoorhowmuchIcry,I

cannothavethat,sonomamaIamnotrunning

awayfromanything.Iamchoosingtokeeptheone

thingthathasbeenconstantinmylifeandthatis

myjob...

Shaka-youstillonmaternityleavethough,atleast

comebacktoworkwhenthatdone..

Nelly-(sniffs)finebutyoucanstillemailme

everythingsIcanworkfromhomeuntilmymaternity

leaveisover.

MrZulu-uhmmokaybutIamgoingtoneedyouto

comebytheofficetomorrowwehaveaboard

meeting.

Nelly-(nods)(looksathermom)canIhavethekids,I

wanttospendtimewiththematthegarden..



MaSiwela-Iamgoingtomakeyousomethingtoeat

first..

Nelly-(shakesherhead)Iamnothungrymom

pleasedon'tpushit(shetakesNsikafromher)is

NomaandSJbythegarden?

Shaka-(nods)IwillfollowwithNkanyezi...

Nellynodsandwalkstowardsthegarden...

MrsZulu-Idon'tthinkshe'sgoingtobefineanytime

soon..

MaSiwela-she'sdoingexactlywhatshedidwiththe

Sizwesituation,she'ssuppressingherfeelings..

Bless-Idon'tthinkthatwhatshe'sdoing,Imeanwe

allsawher,shecan'tevenspeakonewordwithout

tearsescapinghereyes,she'shurting.Ithink

focusingonworkwilldogoodforher,keephermind

balanced...

MaSiwela-(sighs)Ihopeso,sowhat'sgoingto

happentoSbaninow?



Bless-sincehehandedhimselfin,hewon'tbetrailed

forlongashe'sgoingtopleadguilty.Thetrailcan

onlybedraggedoutiftheprosecutorortheZwane

familyhirestheirownlawyerandtheyfightfora

toughsentence...

MrZulu-hashemetwithJackson?

Bless-he'sgoingtomeetwithhimtomorrow,today

he'stakingthepolicetowhereheburiedthebody..

MrZulucouldfeelhisheartsink,asmuchashe

doesn'twanthissontogotojailbuthecan'thelp

butthinkabouthowtheZwanefamilyhasbeen

feelingalltheseyears,itdoesn'tmakethingsbetter

ashewasverygoodfriendswiththelateMr

Zwane....

MrsZulu-sowehavetoprepare,Thandekawillbe

burstingourdoorsanytimetoday...

MaSiwela-shemightfileforcustody,Ithinkthatwill

dragthecaseevenmore..



Bless-Idon'tevenwanttothinkofthat,excusemeI

needtomakeaphonecall...

Hesaysthatandwalkstotheguestroom.Hedails

Mpumi'snumber...

Ringing...

Mpumi-hello..

Bless-heyunjani?

Mpumi-ngiyaphilaunjaniwena?

Bless-fine,canIspeaktoNomusa?

Mpumi-wellIamnotwithMusaanymoreIlefther

houseliketenminuteago.

Bless-ishokay,can'tyouwalkbacktoherhouse?I

knowittoomuchtoask?

Mpumi-(sighs)Ican't,Isleptthereandwespent

mostourmorningtogether.IfIgobackthereagain



ubabawakheuzosola,akangithandisisikahle(her

dadwillbesuspicious,hedoesn'tlikemethatmuch),

IamsorryIcannothelpyou.

Bless-okayitfine,youalreadydoingsomuch.Well

howisshe?

Mpumi-urightbutIguesssheisdisappointedthat

youdidn'tcall..

Bless-(feelsbad)Shit!!Iforgot,alotishappening

hereandI...

Mpumi-lookIdon'tknowwhatexactlyyour

intentionsarewithmyfriendbutIwantyoutoknow

thatMusaisnotexperiencedwithalotofthings

especiallywhenitcomestomenandrelationships.

Youthefirstguysheseemstobedrawninto,so

whenyoupromisetodosomethingitallshethinks

aboutalldayandwhenyoudon'tdelivershefeels

disappointedandstartsfeelinginsecure.

Ngiyakucelaungadlalingaye,Iknowyounotperfect

andthereisnoperfectguyouttherebutifyoureally

interestedinmyfriendmakeherfirstexperienceina

relationshipspecial,shedeservesit.



Bless-Idon'tplanonhurtingherifthatwhatyou

worriedabout.

Mpumi-thanIsuggestyoumakefastwiththe

arrangementsofhercomingthatside,she'salready

sodistractedwithwhateveritisthatgoingonwith

youtoothatshe'sevenforgettingwhatexactlyher

purposeofcomingtothecityis,youseemlikea

wiseguyIsuggestyougetherthere,getherfocused

onapplyingtotheschoolsshewantsatleastwhen

she'stherewithyoushewillstopstressingabout

younotcallingetc.

Bless-(sighs)okay,thankyou...

Mpumi-youwelcome,Iwilltryandseeyoubefore

thedayendssoyoucanspeaktoher..

Bless-Iwouldappreciatethatverymuch,

NgiyabongaMpumi..

Mpumi-cool...

Sheendsthecall.Blessbrusheshisfacefrustratedly,

withthisSbanidramagoingonheisn'tsureexactly



havingMusahereatduringthistimeiswhatright

butheknowsschoolsaregoingtoopenandMusa

neededtoregister,She'salreadylate...

ATTHESIBIYARESIDENCE...

MrSibiya-IheartheZuluboyisalreadyinthe

holdingcells..

Siya-(nods)yeah,ourcontactsayshe'sbeenthere

forabouttwodaysnow..

MrSibiya-(frowns)andyoudidn'tthinkitwasright

tonotifymeoryourbrother?

Siya-ShakahasnotcontactedmeyetsoIfiguredI

waitforhimtomakecontactbeforeItellyou.

MrSibiya-(thinks)IthinkittimeIpayZuluseniora

visit,haveagrownupmantomanconversation.You

boysaretooslowformyliking.Timeismoney,right

now(giveshimadeadstare)youbothwastingmy

time.Idon'tliketobekeptwaiting.

Siya-(frowns)Letmedealwiththisbaba..



MrSibiya-(sternface)Iamgivingyouoneday,one

daySiyabonga..

Siya-(nods)ThatallIneed...

Siyaacknowledgeshisfatherandwalksoutthe

study.MrSibiyatakeshisphoneanddailshisolder

son...

Ringing...

Dabuko-(deepvoice)Baba!!!

MrSibiya-Zuluishavingaboardmeetingtomorrow,

Iwantustopayhimavisit.

Dabuko-isn'tSiyatakingcareofthat?

MrSibiya-heisbuthe'swastingtimeandournext

shipmentiscomingup.Iwantustohandlethis..

...(silent)...



Dabuko-youmeangobehindhisback?

MrSibiya-wejustassitingwheretheboyislacking.

Dabuko-(quiet)....okay,Iwillseeyouthere..

MrSibiya-(smirks)Sotobe..

Theybothendthecall...

ATCRAIG'SHOUSE...

Thedoorbellrings,heplaceshiscoffeeontheside

andwalkstothedooropeningit,findingSipho

standingoutsidelookingstressed,theymakeeye

contact...

...(silent)...

Craig-(clearsthroat)whatareyoudoinghere?



Sipho-canIcomein?

CraigwasabouttoprotestbutSiphoquicklycrashes

hislipswithCraigs,hedoesn'trespondfirstbut

Siphopressesonhimhardermakinghimgroan,he

wrapshisarmsaroundhisneckandhistongue

divesdeepinsideSiphosmouth.Siphokicksthe

doorusingthebackofhisfootastheywalktothe

Loungewithoutbreakingapart....

(THERESTTOBEPOSTEDINTHEGROUP/TMOL

HOUSE)
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Thenextmorning...

ATSIPHO&ZANDILE'SHOUSE...



"Iamsorry"

Heclickedthesentbuttonandhidhisphoneinside

hispocketbeforefocusinghisattentionbacktohis

food...

Zandile-(looksathim)areyouokay?

Sipho-(playswithhisfood)Yeah,justabit

distractedthatall..

Zah-(sighs)Ihavenotice,ImeanIknoweveryoneis

havingahardtimedealingwiththiswholeSbani

issuebutyesterdayIfeltlikeyouwerevery

disconnected,physicallyyouherebutmentallywe

lostyou,eventhekidsnoticed...

Sipho-(brushesherhand)Iamsorry,itjust....

(smiles)youknowwhatwhydon'tyouandIgoto

dinnertonightandtalk,itanewyear,letstartover

huh!Whatdoyousay?..



...(silent)...

Zah-(looksathim)areyousure?Imeanwith

everythinggoingon,isitreallyagoodideatowine

anddine?Ourfamilyisgoingthroughthemostright

now..

Sipho-yeahbutIdon'tthinkSbaniwouldwantour

livestostop,Idon'tcareaboutanybodyelseright

nowbutIcareaboutsavingourmarriage,"our"

family.(Sighs)lookwedon'thavetogoout,wecan

justcookdinnertogether,eatwiththekidsthan

whentheygotosleep,wehaveouralonetimeand

talk,how'sthat?

Zah-(smiles)okay,okay...thatsoundsgreat...

(Looksathim)soyounotangryanymore?

Sipho-(sighs)Iwasneverangry,mymanhoodwas

bruised,butIkindofunderstandwhyyoudidit,Ihurt

youmkamiandnowIwastofixthings...

Zah-(smileslightly)okay,uhmwillyougobySbani's

placetoday?



Sipho-Ithinkso,besideswehaveaboardmeeting

todaysoyeah,whyyouask?

Zah-Iwanttogothere,maybehelpoutImeanthisis

family..

Hestandsupandtakesthecupofcoffeefromthe

table

Sipho-okaywellbereadyin10minutes,Ihaveto

makeacall...

Hesmiledatherandwalkstohisstudy....

ATZIMBALIESTATE....

ComingfromthegymNellyparkshercarthesame

timeasThandekaparkshers.Thewayshebangs

thedoortoherToyotaYarisindicateshowangryand

fumingsheis.Nellysighsandwalksoutherowncar



withhergymbagonhershoulder.Theymakeeye

contactwithThandeka,she'sbeencryingitobvious

becauseNellyknowsthatlooktoowell,she's

wearingonerightnow.Theangerandfrustrationtoo

doesnotgounnoticedfromThandeka'sface.She's

hurt,butshe'salsofuriousandgunningforblood...

Thandeka-(gritsherteeth)Iamhereformyson..

Nelly-youcancomeinside..

Thandeka-angihleli,ngifunainganeyamikuphela(I

amnotstaying,Ijustwantmychild)

Nelly-(sighs)lookIknow...

Thandeka-(annoyed)DON'T!!!!YOUKNOW

NOTHING,sodon'tyoudaregivemethat"Iknow

whatyougoingthroughbullshit"becauseyoudon't,

nowmyson.(Shouts)SJ!!!!!...SJ...

Shekeepsscreaminghersonsname,MrsZuluand

MaSiwelawalkouttothefrontdoortheymeetwith

Nellywholooksatthemshakingherheadandwalks



insideleavingthemwithscreamingThandeka...

MaSiwela-(shouts)Hey!!!!..

Thandekastopsandlooksather...

MaSiwela-(sternvoice)nowlisten,SJishaving

breakfastwithhissiblings,youwillgetinsidethe

houseandwaitforhimtofinishhisfoodinthemean

timeIwillhaveZenandepackhisbags.Whatyou

won'tdoandstandhereandscreamlikeamad

womanbecauseyounot,youhurting,youfurious

andmostlyyoudevastated.Screamingandshouting

atuswon'ttakeallthatyoufeelingawaypluswe

don'twanttoscarethekidsandmostlyIdon'ttrust

myselfnottoslapyourfacebecauseIhatebeing

disrespected,angifuniinganeingijwayelekabi,

uzosihloniphasibadalakunawe,siyakuzala,noware

yougoingtostandthereorwillyoucomeinside?



Shewantedtorespondandtellthemexactlywhat

she'sthinkingbutonelookfromMaSiwelatoldher

thatsheisn'tthetypeofwomanshewouldwantto

pissoff,besidesitnotlikeMrsZuluhasevertreated

herbadlyitunfortunatethatcircumstanceswillhave

themsidingwiththeirmurderousson,eventhinking

aboutitjustmakesherwanttovomit,everytimeshe

thinksabouthowhersisterfeltonherlastmoments

beforeshetookherfinalbreath,thesamemanshe's

lovedalltheseyearsisthesamemanthattookher

sisterawayfromher.Sheblinkstwotimesholding

backthetearsthatwanttoescapehereyes,she

takesadeepbreathandwalksinsidethehouseand

thetwoelderlywomenfollowher....

SJ-(smilesandlooksathismom)Sup'mom...

Thandeka-(smilesandliftshereyebrow)soyounot

goingtohugmommy?

SJ-(shakeshisheadandlaughs)Ifyoustoptalking

tomelikeababy,Iwillthinkaboutit...



Thandekalaughslightlyandplayfullyhithimatthe

backofhishead...

Thandeka-whateverbigguy,nowfinishupsowe

cango..

SJnodsandimmediatelyturnshisattentionbackto

Noma.Thandekacalmsherselfinside,shefeelsbad

thatpartofherstiffedwhenshesawherson,she

knowsitbecauseoftheundeniableresemblanceSJ

haswithhisfather.SheturnstoMrsZulu...

Thandeka-singakhuluma?(Canwetalk?)

MrsZulu-sure,letgosomewhereprivate...

Meanwhileinthemainbedroom...

MaSiwela-areyougoingtogodownandtalkto

Thandeka?

Nelly-(shakesherhead)Cha!...



MaSiwela-andwhyisthat?

Nellyshrugsandcontinuetolookthroughher

tablet...

MaSiwela-wellIthinkyoushould...

Nelly-(notlookingather)wellIdon't...

MaSiwela-(frowns)(sternvoice)uphendulaba

kanjalo?(Whoyoutalkingtoolikethat?)

Nelly-(sighs)Iamsorr....

MaSiwela-No!!!Don'tsayyousorrywhenyoudon't

meanit.Lalelasisi,Iamstillyourmother,Iknowyou

goingthroughalotrightnowbutthatdoesn'tmean

youshouldloserespect,Nguzokukhahlelamina,

habe!!!...

...(silent)



Nelly-Ijustchoosenottoinvolvemyselfin

Thandeka'saffairs,yousawwhatshedidoutside

she'sjust.....Ijustdon'tneedallthatrightnow..

MaSiwela-welltoughbecauseyoushareababy

daddyandthekidsneedtobeineachotherslives

especiallywithGid...Sbaniinprisonyougoingto

havetocommunicatewithheraboutSJ.

Nelly-Idon'tneedtocommunicatewithherfor

anything,theZulu'swillcommunicatewithher..

MaSiwela-(annoyed)Musaukuzenzaisilima(don't

actlikeafool)becauseyounot,youcan'texpecther

tobecomfortablewithyouhavinghersoninyour

housewhenyouguysarenotevencommunicating,

nowgetifthathighhorsedarlingsandgotalktoher,

uyekeukumbukelaphansi(stoplookingdownon

her).

Nelly-Idon'tlookdownonherbutsheisn'tsomeone

thatIseemyselfassociatingwith,she's...Idon't

knowbutIjustdon'tseeherlikethat..

MaSiwela-"youjustdon'tseeherlikethat"yousay

oryoujustwon'tseeherlikethat,youdon'teven



wanttogiveherachance.Iamnotsayinggoto

partiesandlunchestogetherbutIamsayingfind

commongroundwithherinfactyouhavefoundit,

SJthatyourcommongroundnowallyouneedisto

havemutualrespectforeachother.You'vedone

withNtombi,whycan'tyoudoitwithThandeka?

Whatisit?She'stoghettoforyou,toorusty?She's

notonyourlevel?

Nelly-(frowns)nowyouputtingwordsinmymouth..

MaSiwela-Iamjusttryingtounderstandyou,Iwant

toknowwhyyousodismissiveofher?

Nelly-mamaIhavenoissueswithThandekabutyou

knowme,Iamnotonetoforcethingsor

relationships,Ihatesmalltalksandthatjustexactly

whatwewillhaveifeverweweretotryandbuild

somesortofship,She'snotinterestingtome,Idon't

findmyselfwantingtoknowherokay..

MaSiwela-(looksather)(shakesherhead)(standsup)

youbecomingabitchanditnotcutesisi,thereisa

thinlinebetween"arrogance"and"confidence"

alwaysrememberthat,nowgetupandgotalkto



her...

MaSiwelawalkstowardsthedoorandstopsturning

tolookatherdaughter...

MaSiwela-ohandforyoutoknowifsomeoneis

interestingornotyouhavetogettoknowthem.You

can'tjustlookatsomeoneandthandecideifthey

interestingornot,lookscanbedeceiving,youofall

peopleshouldknowthatandIamnottryingtoget

youtobuildafriendshipwithherbutIamteaching

youwhatitmeanstobeawoman,a"grown"

woman....

ATTHESTATION...

Sbaniwasfacingceilingwithhishandscoveringhis

face.Thesoundofhiscellopeningmadehimsitup

andlookattheguard...



Guard-eita,yougotavisitoraziye!!!

Hebrusheshisfaceandwalksouthiscellandthe

guardfollowshim..

Guard-yougettingaroommatetonight,yourdaysof

owningyourcellareover(laughs)itshouldbe

interestingtowatch,withyourattitudeIdon'tseea

bromanceforming..

Sbaniignoreshimkeepswalking,theguardopens

thedoorandsignalshimtogoin...

Guard-nomaungangiziba,soonuzongidingalapho

ngizobesengineprice.(Youcanignoremebutsoon

youwillneedme,bythanIwillcomewithaprice

tag)..

Sbaniwalksinsidetheroomandshutsthedoor,he



see'shisfatherandhislawyerJackson...

Jackson-woooo!!!Youlookhorrible..

Sbani-(takeshisseat)wowIappreciatethehonesty.

(Looksathisfather,respectfullyacknowledgeshim)

Mageba..

MrZulu-(nods)Son(looksatJackson)what'sthe

planIhaveanimportantmeetingtogettoo..

Jackson-okaystraighttothepoint,Ilikeit(opens

hisfile)wellaccordingtotheinformationgivento

mebyMrNdaworaandyourconfessionitnot

lookinggoodbuttheanglewhichyouhavedecided

thatIgoaboutthiscaseitgivesusa45%chance,I

say45%becausethejudgeortheprosecutormight

pushanasylumprisonsentence.

Sbani-butIamnotcrazy..

Jackson-(nods)yesIknow,weallknowthatbutyou

notonanymedicationwhichtheycanstronglypush

howdangerousyou'retosociety,mightevencross

examinesomeofthepeopleyouhaveclose



relationshipwithorhaveworkedwithforthemto

criticizeyourcharacter.Theymostlikelytogofor

theonesyouveryclosetoo,itmosteasytodetectif

theylyinganditveryeasytobringouttheemotions

inthem,itstrengthentheircase.SoIamgoingto

askyouthisonceandyoubettertellmethetruth,

haveyoueverbeenphysicalwithanyofthewomen

youhavebeenwith...

...(silent)...

Jackson-Fuck!!Wellthatnotgood..

MrZulu-(frowns)you'vebeenphysicalwithNtombi?

Sbani-(sighs)Nobaba,Ihaveneverlaidafingeron

herbutshe'sseenmegoingoffandwe'vehadtimes

wereshetriedtofightmeandIwastryingtogether

offmeIhappentoholdhertootightthatshebruised

andImighthaveaccidentallypushedheronceshe

bruisedagainalloverherbodyandIheldheragainst

herwillsoshecanhealfirst..



MrZulu-WENZENI??

Sbani-Ihadtoookay,itwasroundaboutthetimewe

weredivorcingandshethreatenedtoopena

domesticabusecaseaswellasfileforfullcustody

ofNoma,shewantedtotakemykidawayfrommeI

couldn'tletthathappen..

MrZulu-(looksathim)uyangiphoxa!!!(You

disappointme)..

...(silent)...

Thathithome,nobodywantstoeverheartheir

parentssaythat...

Jackson-anythingelseIneedtoknow,Idon'twant

nosurprises..

Sbani-(closeshiseyesandclenchedhisteeth)Iwas

havinganightmare,itwasoneofthosenightswereI

accidentallyfeltasleepandIsawher,I...I....Iwas

chokingheragainbutonlythistimeitwasn'ther....it



was..itwasNelly...

MrsZulustandsupandkicksthechair...

MrZulu-ohmygod!!!Thisisnothappening(looksat

her)Iamstartingtoquestionifisitreallyagood

ideatohaveyououtsideprison...

Sbani-(wideneyes)Baba!!!..

MrZulu-(shakeshishead)Ihavetogo...Jackson

wewillbeintouch..

Hesaysthatandleaveswithoutevenlookingback...

ATZIMBALIESTATE...

NellyhugsSJandkisseshisforeheadholdingher

tears,somehowhispresencecalmedhermaybe

becausewhenshelookedathimitwasasifhewas



lookingbackatthemanthatshedoesn'twantto

thinkaboutrightnow...

SJ-ew!!!Nokisses..

Nelly-(laughs)shutup,youknowyoulovethem...

(fiddleswithhishair)Iamgoingtomissyoubigguy.

SJ-(smiles)Iwillcomevisitsoon,IpromisedNsika

toteachhimhowtoplayvideogames..

Nelly-(laughs)he'salongwayfromplayingvideo

gamesbutIknowheloveswatchingyoutalkto

yourselfwhenyouplaythosegamesofyours..

SJ-(laughs)youhearmetalktomyself?

Nelly-(smiles)allthetime..Nowgokissyourbrother

andsistergoodbye..

Herunsoff....

Nelly-(looksatThandeka)(clearsherthroat)uhmm

canwetalk?

Thandeka-(foldsherarms)really?Wena?Queenof



England,youwanttohaveaconversationwithme?

Nelly-(takesadeepbreath)itaboutSJ..

Thandeka-(laughs)ohdon'tworrylikeIhave

informedMrsZulu,Iwilltellyounow,mysonis

neversettingfootanywherewereyoupeopleare

concerned,thiswasthelasttimehesetsfoothere..

Nelly-WHAT!!???..Youcan'tdothat?Hehassiblings?

Hehasafamily,peoplewholovehim.Hejustgotto

knowhisfamilyandyouwanttotakethataway

becauseof....

Thandeka-sayit,SAYIT!!!!youcan'tcanyou?Yes

becauseSbanikilledmysister,mylittlesister,SJ's

aunt...

Nelly-Igetthatbutyoucannotpunisheverybodyfor

somethingthatSbanidid,youcannotpunishyour

sonforhisfather'smistakes..

Thandeka-(teary)Mistakes?FUCKTHAT,YOUCALL

KILLINGANINNOCENTGIRLA"MISTAKE"?

Nelly-No,ofcoursenot,Ididn'tmeanitlikethatI

was...



Thandeka-Saveit,wellIamsureallthoseyearsyou

spentatCrawford'sprivateschoolenhancedyour

interpretation,MYSONISSTAYINGTHEF**AWAY

FROMYOUPEOPLE..(turnstotheside)SJCAR

NOW!!!WELEAVING...

Thandekawalksoutthehouse,Nellyturnsandfinds

hermomstandingbythestairswatchingher...

Nelly-andyouwantmetocommunicatewith

someonelikethat?

MaSiwela-she'sangry..

Nelly-(annoyed)No,shehasasmallmind..

MaSiwela-Iguessitgoodthatshedoesn'thavea

"big"mindbecausethanshewouldhavehadher

lawyerservingallofuspapers..

Nelly-wow!!Really?Ithoughtwegotoverthat?

MaSiwela-wedid,Iamjusttryingtomakeyousee

thebiggerpicture,youlosingsightofyourself

Nelisiwe.Ithinkittimewebookthosetherapy



sessions,youbecomingmoreandmoreclosedoff

eachdayanddon'tevengetmestartedonyour

tolerance..

Nelly-Ineedtogetreadyfortheboardmeeting,

excuseme..

Shewalksoffleavinghermotherstandingthere

watchingher...

Simi-Don'tdon'tyouthinkyoubeingharshonher?

MaSiwela-(shakesherhead)No,Idon'tsugarcoat

thingsjustsoIcannurseyourfeelings,Nellyneeds

todealwithheremotionsalonebutIamnotgoingto

watchherlosesightofwhosheisjustbecauselife

isfuckingheruprightnow.

Simi-IknowbutIthinksheneedsyoutobemommy

rightnowandnotMaSiwelathestraightshooter...

MaSiwela-Iammommy,Iwillalwaysbemommy

butIwillnotbethemommythatencouragesizinto

ezingasile,nowcomeandletseewhatwecanmake



forlunch..

Theywalktogethertothekitchen...

InsideMthoko'scar...

Heglancesather...

Mthoko-(holdsherhand)itgoingtobeokay..

Ntombi-(wipeshertears)Noitwon't,he'saselfish

bastard,howcouldhedothistome?Tohis

daughter?

Mthoko-babe,Iampullingover..

Ntombi-(sniffs)No,driveIamokayitjust....goshI

hatehim (cries)...

Mthoko-thatit,IampullingoverIamnotaboutto

letyoucry,Iwantyoutocryonmyarms...



Hekissesthepalmofherhandandpullsthecarto

thesideoftheroad...

RemembertoLIKEandCOMMENTalways
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ATZIMBALIESTATE....

Nellylookedherselfinthemirror,shewaslosingthe

weightquickerthanshethoughtshewouldbutshe

knowspartofherbeingstressedcontributedtoit.

Withinjust2weeksshewon'tneedtobewearing

bodysuits,shehadontightblackpants,white

blouseandablackblazer,shelookedsimplebut

sophisticatedenough.Decidedonjusttyingherhair

intoacleanbun,nomakeup.Zenandewalksinto

thebedroomandsitsonthebed...

Zee-damngirlthosepantsonthatass..



Nelly-(laughslightly)thatisnotthereactionIwant

toget..

Zee-(smiles)toolate,youservingthemmama,Iam

sojealousofyourbody..

Nelly-(smiles)maybeweshouldgymtogethernow,I

meanSba...sowhatdoyousay?Wanttotakemeon

thetreadmill?

Zee-(pouts)youknowIamsolazy,Ihavenever

workedoutinmylife..

Nelly-comeonitwillbefun(putsonherstiltoes

heels)itwillbelikeourthing,youknowsistersthat

gymtogetherstaytogether..

Zee-(groans)Fine!!!Butyoupayingformy

membership..

Nelly-(liftshereyebrow)whathappenstothe

allowanceMaSiwelagivesyou?BesidesIgiveyou

moneylikeallthetime..

Zee-(rollseyes)youknowIamasneakerhead,

(shrugs)besidesIwillbedoingthisgymthingfor

you..



Nelly-(shakesherhead)Iamnotpayingshit,youwill

speaktoMthokohavehimlistyouinourmembers

group,thereyouwon'tpaythefullamountbuthalfof

it.

Zee-Fine!!!..speakingofMthokohejustarrivedwith

Ntombi..

Nelly-whatdoyoumeanhejustarrivedwithNtombi?

Zee-(laughs)Idon'tmeanliketogether,together,

theycamewithseparatecarsbutatthesametime.

Nelly-oh,anywayshowdoIlook?

Zee-(smiles)youlooklikeaCEOshould,asexyone

atthat...

Nelly-(rollseyes)Iamnottryingtobesexy,Iwantto

beaBadass...

Shelookedatherselfinthemirroragain,asmuchas

thiswasanopportunityforhertomakehermark,

somethingshealwayswantedbutpartofherdidn't

feelright,itwassupposetobeherandhimtaking

overthemaritime,sidebyside.Zenandenoticed



howherfacechanged,shesawhowshewastrying

toholdherselfbackfromcrying.Shewalked

towardsherandstoodbehindherbrushingher

shoulders...

Zee-Youmisshim?

Nelly-(takesadeepbreath)(nods,grittingherteeth)I

shouldn'tright?He'samurdererZee,hekilledan

innocentgirl,whywouldImisssomeonelikethat?

Whatdoesthatmakeme?

Zee-itokaytomisshim,youdon'tknowthe

murdererbutinsteadyouknowtheguythatclaimed

youbeforeyouwereevenhis,themanthatsmiles

fornoonebutyou,themanthat..

Nelly-(wipeshertears)STOP!!!!Iamnotthinking

aboutallthatrightnow,Ishouldstopthinkingabout

Sba..him,Ineedtoforgetaboutalltheseemotions

andfocusonthemeeting.

Zee-(looksatherskeptical)okay,okaysisi,goto

thatboardroomandshowthemthatSiwelawomen

areaforcetobereckonwith,showthemthefierce



sideofyou,makesurethatwhenyouwalkoutthat

boardroomtheyallknowwhoisinchargenow..

Nelly-(smileslookingatthemirror)ngu'Thabekhulu

mina..

Zee-(nods)yes,uSandanezwe,uMavundla,

uDubandlela,Nongalo,uMpanza,thina

singabasenxeni...

Shetakesadeepbreathandtheymakecontact

lookingateachthroughthemirror,Zenandenodsat

her,shetakesherhandbagandwalksouttheroom

withnothinginhermindbutZulu&Son'sandthemen

whowillbeseatedinthatboardroomreadytobring

herdownbecauseshe'sawoman...

Meanwhiledownstairs...

Mthoko-(brusheshisface)soyoutellingthisguy

killedagirl,buriedherandthanturnedhimselfin?

MaSiwela-(nods)yeah..



Mthoko-(shakeshishead)butwhyturnhimselfin?

Afteralltheseyears,Idon'tgetit..

Ntombi-(angry)WHYKILLHER?thatwhatyou

shouldbeasking(givesMthokoadeathstare)Sbani

issickinthehead,thesoonerweallseethatandget

himhelpthebetter.

MrsZulu-heisn'tsick,hejustmadeamistake..

Ntombi-(looksatherindisbelief)aMISTAKE??you

gottobekiddingmema,killingsomeone,than

buryingthemsothatnobodyfindsthemisn'ta

mistake..

Mthoko-(sighs)itacalculativemove..

Ntombi-EXACTLY!!!,itcalculative,itmanipulative

anditsick(teary)he'ssoselfish,whatdowesayto

hiskids?Whattheduckdoeshewantustosayto

them?

Shecriesholdingherselftryingtocalmdown,

Mthokowantstojumpandholdherbuthecan't

becauseofallthequestionsthatwillcomeafterthat.



SimirubsNtombi'sback,thesoundofheelclicking

gettheirattentionasNellywalkstotheLoungearea

followedbyZenande.Mthokowalkstowardsherand

crushesherinatighthug,shereturnsthehugbut

showsnoemotions,theybreakthehugandhelooks

atherconfused,thisisn'twhatheexpected,he

thoughthewouldfindhissistercryinghereyeballs

outbutinsteadshelooksounaffectedbyanything,

shelookscoldandempty...

Nelly-itgoodtoseeyou..

Mthoko-itgoodtoseeyoutoo..(Looksather)

bhabha..

Nelly-(shakesherhead)notnow,nottoday..

Mthoko-Idon'tunderstand(looksatherclothes)

areyougoingsomewhere?

Nelly-(smiles)actuallyyes,youlookingatthenew

actingCEOofZulu&Son's..

NtombiquicklyremovesherselffromSimi's



embraceandshootsherheatatNelly...

Ntombi-WHAT??!!!!...

Mthoko-uhmmwhat?Areyouserious?But...

Ntombi-(looksatMrsZulu)youmadeherCEO?

MrsZulu-Ididn'tmakeheranything,babawakho

did..

Simi-(looksatNtombi)isthereaproblemwithher

beingCEO?

Ntombi-"acting"CEO,Ijustthoughtitwouldhave

beenoneofthebrothers..

MrsZulu-itshouldhavebeenbutbabadidn'tthink

so(looksatNelly)youlookeagertotaketheseatof

actingCEO..

NellylooksatMrsZulu,itclearshedoesn'tlikethe

ideaofherrunningthecompanybutthereisno

surprisesthere,theyaren'texactlybesties,butit

Ntombi'sreactionsthatsurprisingher,shelookslike



sheisn'tlikingtheideatoo...

Nelly-(looksatMrsZulu)Iam,Iwantnothingmore

buttogrowasanindividualespeciallyincorporate.

NowifyouwillallexcusemeIhaveaboardmeeting

toattendtoo.

Shelooksateveryoneonceagainandleaves,

MaSiwelasighsandlooksatMrsZulu...

ATZULU&SON'SCO...

Boardroom1

Man1-(looksathiswatch)(looksaround)Ithinkwe

allhere,weshouldstartgentlemen..

MrZulu-actuallywewaitingforonemoreperson

andwewillstart...



Themenlookateachother,whisperingtoone

another,wonderingwhothatotherpersonis...

Sipho-(looksathiswatch)wehave2minutesleft,

whereisshe?

Shaka-(looksback)she'scoming,shestillhasa

minutetogo...

BeforeSiphocouldrespond,thedooropensand

Nellywalksin,alleyesfallonher,Shakastandsand

smilesholdingtheCEOchairforhertocomesit.If

everymeninsidetheboardroomwaswonderingwho

thenewCEOwillbe,wellShakajustansweredthe

questionforthem.Shesmilesathimandtakesher

seatlookingatMrZuluwhonodsinapprovalather..

Man2-(looksatNellythanMrZulu)Zuluwhatisthis?

Man1-Ialsowanttoknow..



MrZulu-(clearsthroat)gentlemenIamsureyouall

knowMissSiwelahere,ourcompaniesStrategist

butnowwhowillalsoworkasouractingCEOuntil

furthernotice.

Man2-(shakeshishead)isthissomekindofjoke?

Shaka-IwillhaveyouallknowthatMissSiwelahere

iswellequippedfortheposition,whobesttooccupy

thischairthanthebrainsofthecompany.

Twoofthemenwhoarealsoseatednodtheirheads

inagreement,boththesemen'shaveworkedclosely

withNelly,theywellawareofhercapabilities..

Man1-IwouldhaveguessedthatyouZuluwilltake

thechairbackormaybehaveoneofyourson'sbutI

wouldn'thaveguessedthatyouwillhave..(Looksat

Nelly)...

Nelly-(raiseshereyebrow)(looksathim)havewhat?

Sayit,youdidn'tguessthatawomanwouldoccupy

thechair?



Man1-Iwasgoingtosayarookie,nooffencebut

youstillanamateur,strategistandallitjustnot

enoughtoqualifyyouforthepositionofCEO..

Man2-Iwouldhavethoughtthecompany'sdirector

totakethechair.

MrZulu-wellifyoumustknow,MissSiwelawas

goingtobeappointedDirectorwhenwecomeback

fromholidays.MysonSbanisezwewasoccupying

boththeCEOanddirectorschair...

Man3-uphiuSbanivele?Itdoesn'tmakesensethat

hejustresigns,Zulukwenzakalanila?

Nelly-MrSbanisezweZuluchoosetoresignwith

immediateeffect,hehaspersonalmatterstoattend

too,onewhichhechoosesnottodisclosewithus.

Justlikeyouweretoldonthefirstboardmeeting

whereMrZuluSenioraddressedhissonchoiceto

leavethecompany,anythingthatdoesnotrelateto

thecompanywillnotbediscussedhere.Wehave

assuredallourclientsthatworkwillcontinueas

normal,noneofMrSbanisezweclientshaveissues

withhimleavingashimandIhavebeenworking



closelytogether,allaccountsaresafe,hisdeparture

posesnothreattoyourinvestments.Nowifnoneof

youhavequestionsthatyouwouldliketoaskme

thatarerelatedtothecompanythanIguessweget

rightintotheyear'sagenda.

Man2-thequestionwasdirectedtoMrZulunotyou

MissSiwelani..

Nelly-(laughslightly)wellIcanassureyouthatMr

Zuluwouldhavegivenyoutheexactsameanswer

thatIgaveyou..

Man1-ofcourseyouwouldknowallaboutthe

clients,yousayyouwereworkingcloselywithhim,

wellhowclosewereyou?(Givesherthelook)

Nelly-(boldvoice)ifyouaskingifwe'rewesleeping

togetherthantheanswerisyesandwenowhave

twobeautifulchildren.Nowdoyouwantdetailsof

howwemadeourtwobeautifulchildren?

...(silent)...



Nelly-Ididn'tthinksotoo,(looksatMan2)IamMiss

Siwela,youknowthat,Idon'tseewhyyouwanttobe

pettyaboutit.Nowlet'sdiscusstheyear'sagenda

(looksatShaka)yougotthepowerpointIsentyou..

Shaka-(nods)yesboss..

Nelly-gentlemen,lethavealookatthescreen....

Meanwhile....

Theelevatordoorsopen,MrSibiyaandDabukohis

firstsonwalkout,Mbalihadherearphoneson

listeningtoBeyonce,singingalongquietly.MrSibiya

clearshisthroatbutMbalicontinuestosingto

Beyonceandplayhercandycrushgame.MrSibiya

andDabukolookateachother,MrSibiyatriesone

moretime,thistimehebangsthedeskmaking

Mbalijumpoutherseat.Shetakesherearphones

off,readytotellthesetwogentlemenoffbutas

soonashereyeslandontheirfaces,shechokesand

twistshertongue...



Mbali-(clearsherthroat)MrSibiya..

MrSibiya-(smiles)good,IguessIdon'thaveto

introducemyself,thisis..

Mbali-Da..DabukoSibiya,yourfirstbornson,Iknow

himtoo..

MrSibiya-(smiles)Ilikeyou...Nowweheretosee

ZuluSenior..

MbalilooksintohercomputerscreenbutDabuko

stopsher..

Dabuko-wedon'thaveanappointment,don'tbother

looking..

Hisvoiceisevenmoresexy,infacteverythingabout

themaninfrontofherisexotic.Allthetimeshe's

seenhispicturesonsocialmediaorthenewspaper

orwhenshe'sseenhimont.v.don'tcomparetothis



moment,seeinghimlive,hearinghisdeepmanly

voice.Godsheneedstohaveherpantyliner

changed,themanwasdrippingsexbutmakeno

mistake,asf*GreekGodhewas,thedark,

dangerousauraaroundhimhadyouwantingtopiss

yourpants,heonlyhadhislooksandsexappeal

goingforhimbecauseapartfromthattheman

standinginfrontofherwasnothingbutcold,empty,

justashell,itlooksbeautifulontheoutsidebutthere

nothingontheinside,itservesnopurpose....

Dabuko-(irritated)areyoudone?

Mbali-excuseme?

Dabuko-Itakeityou're,nowwherecanwefindyour

Boss?

Mbali-(confused)Iamafraidyoucannotseehim

withoutanappointment..

Dabuko-maybemyfatherherewasn'tclearbutwe

arenotaskingyouforpermission,nowweknow

Zuluhasameetingsobeagoodgirlandbringus

waterwhilewesitoverthere(pointsatthecouches)



andwait..

Notwaitingforhertorespond,theywalktothe

couches...

Dabuko-(looksaround)Imustsay,Iunderestimated

theZulu's,thisplacesisworthbillions..

MrSibiya-(looksaround)he'sdonewellforhimself,

he'soneoftheonlyfiveblackmenoccupyingthe

seatsthatcontroltheharbour,andknowDurbanis

thebiggestportalloverAfrica,weneedamanlike

Zuluasafriend..

Dabuko-(smirks)Shit!!!Ididn'tknowthat....little

brotherhasoutdonehimselfthistime..

MrSibiya-(smiles)hehasnoideajusthowmuch

he'soutdonehimself...

Theysmirkateachotherandcontinuetoadmirethe

place...
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ATZULU&SON'SCO....

1hourlater...

Boardroom1opensasthemenwalkouttheychatto

oneanother,someexpressingtheirdislikeinchange

ofmanagement,otherscongratulatingNellyonher

newtemporaryposition...

Shaka-(smiles)wellthatwentwell..

Nelly-pssshhh!!!Yeahrightbuttheyjustgoingto

havetofindtheir"balls"becauseclearlytheyseem

tohavelostthemanddealwiththefactthata

womanisincharge..



Shaka-(laughs)yhooookay,remindmenottogo

againstyouanytimesoonmadamCEO..

Theylaugh,shegiveshimasmallgenuinesmile..

Nelly-NgiyabongaShaka,youhadmyback,infact

youalwaysdo,Icannotstresshowmuchthat

meanstome..

Shaka-(holdsherhand)(looksintohereyes)(smiles)

youwillalwayshavemebyyoursidenomatter

what...(brushesthepalmofherhand)remember

that,always...

ShesmilesandturnstoMrZuluwhowassaying

goodbyetooneoftheboardmembers..

Man-(shakeshishand)wellZuluIhopewehave

anothergreatfinancialyear..

MrZulu-ofcourse,thankyoufiryoursupport...



Man-(looksatNelly)mygutstellsmeyouwilldo

greatforthiscompany,don'tletmedownyoung

lady...

Nelly-(smilesandshakeshishand)Iwon'tletyou

downsir..

Themannodsatthemthanwalksaway,Mbali

quicklyrunstowheretheyarestandingmakingher

heelshitthefloorloudly...

Shaka-(looksather)andthanwena?

Mbali-(rollshereyes)angizilekuweMelrose(Iam

nothereforyouMelrose)(looksatMrZulu)Sir..

BeforeMbalicouldspeakMrSibiyaandDabuko

cometoview...

MrSibiya-(boldvoice)Zulu..



Shaka'sbodystiffensatthesightofthetwomen

infrontofhim,Sipholooksathisfatherconfusedas

towhywouldhehaveanysortofcontactwiththe

Sibiyafamily,evenNellylooksatMrZuluwitha

confusedface,howonearthdoeshehaveany

relationwiththekindoffamilythattheSibiya'sare.

HereyesturntoShakawho'sfacehasturnredand

immediatelysheknowswhateverbroughtthe

Sibiya'sontheirturfisn'tgoodatall..

MrZulu-(movesforwardandshakesMeSibiya)

Sotobe,ngavakashelwauwena,howcanIhelpyou?

MrSibiya-(smiles)thequestionishowcanwehelp

eachother?Asixoxengasese(let'stalkprivately)

ConfusedastowhySibiyaishere,theynotenemies

buttheynotfriendseither.Theymutuallyrespect

eachotherbutifyouknowbetteryouknownotto

getyourselfontheSibiya'sbadsidebutyoualso

knownottogetintobusinesswiththem,itjustbest

tokeeptheSibiyafamilyatadistance...



MrZulu-wedonotdoanybusinesstogetherSotobe

soIdonotseewhyyoucannotsayanythinghere

infrontofmyfamily..

MrSibiya-(laughslightly)Magebaittruewedonot

doanybusinesstogether"yet"...butIassureyou

whatIhavetosayyouwouldwantittobeprivate..

MrSibiyalooksatSiphoandNellywhoarestaring

backathimcuriously,Shakaisfidgetyattheback

toodistractedtoevenlookupatthetwoSibiyamen.

Dabuko'seyesscandangerouslyatNellybutatthe

sametimehemustadmitshewasabeautiful

woman,oneofthemostbeautifulwomanhe'sseen

todate.Nellycouldfeelhiseyesonherbutshe

doesn'tlookuptomeethisstare,she'stoofocused

ontheSeniorSibiya,nothingaboutthesetwomen

say"goodcitizens",thejustcriminalsinsuits....

MrZulu-(looksathim)letheadtotheboardroom

(looksatDabuko)willhebejoiningus?



MrSibiya-(smiles)wellheshouldbutIpreferittobe

justus,Ihaveafeelingwecabrelatemore,

consideringweinthesameagegroup.Thisismy

firstbornsonbythewayDabukoSibiya..

MrZulunodsatDabukowhoreturnstherespectful

gesturebynoddingbackbeforehiseyesgobackto

staringatthewomanstandingnexttoMrZulu,

followinghisson'seyesMrSibiyasmirkswhenhe

finallysee'swhathascapturedhisson'sattention

"ahhfreshpussy"hethinkstohimself...

MrSibiya-(looksatNelly)beautifuldaughterZulu..

MrZulu-(smirks)Iguessmysonhasgreattastein

women..

Stunnedbytherevelationallthatcomesouttheir

mouthis"Oh!!"MrZulusignalsforSibiyatofollow

him...



MrSibiya-you'vedonewellZulu,uhleliemafutheni..

MrZulu-(laughslightly)hmmmm...

OncethetwooldmenareoutofsightNellyturnsto

Shaka...

Nelly-canwetalk..

Shaka-(looksatDabuko)sure..

TheybothmovelittlefurtherfromwhereSiphoand

Dabukoare..

Nelly-whatdidyoudo?

Shaka-(brusheshisface)Shit!!!!Iwassupposeto

cutthedealoffbutIforgot,hetoldmetocutitoff

butIhavebeensooccupiedwitheverythingelseI

forgottheonethingthathetoldmeIneededtodo,

FUCK!!..



Nelly-(gritsherteeth)Shaka!!!Yourambling..

Shaka-(looksather)IneededSbanitohave

protectionontheinsidesoIaskedBrucetohelpme

andIkindofcutadealwiththeSibiya's,theyprotect

Sbaniontheinsideand...

Nelly-andwhat??

Shaka-welltheyweresupposetonametheirprice

andwepaybut..

Nelly-(heartpounding)butWhat?Whatisit?

Shaka-theyweresupposetotellmetheirprice,

actuallyNo,angaziexactlywhatisitthatthey

wanted,Sbanitoldmetoendthedeal,tellthemwe

nolongerneedtheirservicesbutIforgot.Wenever

closedthedealorsignedanythingsotechnically

thereisnodeal,itnotabigdealright...

...(silent)...

Shaka-(looksather)(sighs)Ifuckedupdidn'tI?



Nelly-geeezyouthink!!!!Wetalkingaboutthe

Sibiya'shere,whatdidyouthinktheywillwant?They

haveallthemoneysoitnotmoneytheywantJesus!!

Shakawhatwereyouthinking..

Shaka-youknowhesaidthesamething,itnot

moneytheywillwant,thatwhyhetoldmetoendthe

deal..

Nelly-thatbecausehewasright,Idon'tknowwhy

youdidn'tthinkoftherepercussionsofdealingwith

afamilyliketheSibiya's..

Shaka-Ijustwantedtoprotectmybrother,Iwasn't

necessarythinkingallaboutrepercussions,butthere

isnodealyet,Imeanwehaven'texchangeanything

yet..

Nelly-(shakesherhead)areyousloworyou

deliberatelyactingdumb.Anexchangeisnotneeded,

youalreadygiventhemeverythingtheyneed.You

nottheoneheadingthisnow,theyaretheone's

makingyouadealandfromwhatIamsensingwe

notgoingtolikeit...

Shaka-wedon'thavetogiveinthough,westickto



whattheoriginaldealwas,theyprotectSbanionthe

insideandwepaythatit.

Nelly-(laughsindisbelief)areyoulisteningtowhatI

amtellingyou?Letmeaskthis,whenyoufirstcame

tothemwiththisidea,whowereyoutalkingtoo?

Whowasleadingthiswholething?

Shaka-wellItalkedtoBrucewhointroducedmeto

Siya,he'sMrSibiya'ssontoo...

Nelly-whereisSiyanow?Letmebreakthisdownto

youbecauseitclearyoureadingthiswholesituation

veryslow.ThisSiyaguyyoutalkedtoowasthe

smallfish,Iwon'tbesurprisedifhedoesn'teven

knowaboutthisvisithisfatherhasgraceduswith.

This"deal"isnolongerheadedbythesmallfish.

Theyheretalkingtoyourfatherbecausenowitthe

Bigfishdeal.Youopenedadoorforthemwhenyou

requestedfortheirservices,youexposedyour

vulnerablespotandnowtheygoingtouseitagainst

youinanewdeal.

Shaka-theyneedleverage..

Nelly-theydon'tneedit,theyalreadyhaveit,you



gaveittothem.Sbaniistheleverage..

Shaka-theyneedleverage..

Nelly-theydon'tneedit,theyalreadyhaveit,you

gaveittothem.Sbaniistheleverage..

Shaka-FUCK!!!!!.

Meanwhile....

Dabuko-(lookingatShaka&Nelly)sotheymarried?

Sipho-(shakeshishead)No,she'sdatingmyother

brother(looksathim)(giveshimthelook)theyhave

twokidstogether..

Dabuko-ahh!!!Theonewho'sgoingtoprison..

Sipho-(frowns)notforlong..

Dabuko-(smirks)(shrugs)whosaidwomenwithkids

aren'tfuckable?

Sipho-(annoyed)juststayawayfromher..

Dabuko-(laughs)relax,Iamnotfallinginlinewith



her,Idon'tdorelationships..

Sipho-Idon'tcare,juststayawayfromher,infact

staythefuckawayfrommyfamily..

Dabuko-(laughs)woooooIamscared,isthisthe

machosideofyou?

Sipho-(straightface)Idon'tcarewhatsidethisis,I

don'tknowwhatisitthatyouwantfrommyfamily

butwhateveritisjustknowthatyouandyourdirty

criminalfamilyain'tgettingyourfiltyclawsinmy

family'scompany...

DabukolooksatSiphoandburtsoutlaughingwhile

clappinghishands,earninganevenmoredeadly

starefromtheannoyedSipho...

Dabuko-Ialmostbelievedyou,(clappinghishands)

youalmosthadme,justalmostbutthanI

rememberedhowyoubendlikeawhoreandtakeit

frombehind..



...(silent)...

Dabuko-(smirks)nowthatIhaveyourattention,your

homeworkistomakesurethatyouconvinceyour

fathertoacceptmyfather'sdeal,makeitknownthat

itwhatbestforyourfamily,yourbrotherandwellit

whatbestforyouaswellbuthedoesn'thaveto

knowthatright?(Smiles)itwillbeinyourbest

interestthatyoudonotdisappointme,youstilllove

yourwiferight?Iamsureyoudon'twanttheimage

ofyouandanotherman'sdickonyourmouthtobe

yourkid'sbedtimestory...

DabukopatSipho'sback,hewalksawayfromhim

whenhesee'shisfatherandMrZulucomingoutof

theboardroom..

MrSibiya-Ihopeyoutakemyoffertoconsideration,

itwillbenefitusboth..

MrZulu-(shakeshishand)uhambekahleSotobe



Theyshakehands,MrSibiyaglancesatNellyand

Shaka,butNellylookstheotherwaynotwantingto

facehim.ThetwoSibiyamenwalktotheelevator...

MrSibiya-howdiditgowithmfana'Ntombzane?

Dabuko-(smirks)heknowswhatatstake..

MrSibiya-(smiles)Goodjobson...

Theelevatordoorsopen,theywalkinsidebefore

theycouldcloseDabukowinksdangerouslytoNelly,

shefrownsandturnstoMrZulubutbeforeshecan

askhimanything,afistlandsonShaka'sleftside

cheek,hestumblesbackholdinghisjaws,instantly

hisnosebleeds...

MrZulu-(angry,annoyedandfuming)YAWABONA

LAMASIMBAONGIFAKEKUWONA,NXI!!!...
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Aweeklater...

ATMASIWELA'SHOUSE...

ZenandestaresatMthokoattentivelyashesmiles

withhisphone,he'sbeenthisgiddyandsmileyfor

thepast45minutessincetheyhavesatonthetable

havingbreakfast.Atextcomesthroughhisphone

onceagainmakinghischeeksheatup,sherollsher

eyesandstaresathim...

Zee-areyounowgoingtotellmewhosheis?

Helooksupatherandsmilesplacinghisphoneon

thetable...



Mthoko-(shakeshishead)(laughs)Nope,Itoldyou

thataweekago,sostopaskingme..

Zee-wellIwouldn'tbeaskingyouifyouweren't

goingaroundsmilingwithyourphoneeverytime,

justtellmewhosheis,Ialreadyknowshehaslong

legs,caramelskinsooutwithitbrother..

Mthoko-(laughs)wellthatallyoushouldknowright

nowandohIammovingouttomorrowIthinkittime

Igetmyownspace,privacy..

Zee-(smirks)yougotitbadforherhuh?

Mthoko-(smiles)letjustsayshe'sthesparktomy

dulllife,clichebutitthetruth,shemakesmefeel

alive.Ihaven'tfeltaliveforaverylongtime,itagood

feelingsis..

Shelooksathim,astonishbyhiswords,shealways

knewMthokowasahopelessromantic,itwasgreat

seeinghimlikethis,hisfacelitupwhenhetalked

aboutthismysteriouswoman,alltheyknewwas



thatshehaslonglegs,slenderandshemadetheir

brotherblusheverytimehereceivedatextfromher...

Zee-(smiles)thelookonyourfacewhenyouspeak

abouther,Idon'tneedtoevenseehertoapprove,I

likeheralready..

Mthoko-hmmm,Ngiyabongasisi...(sipshiscoffee)

wellIneedtogobeforeIbelateonmyfirstdayback

towork(looksathim)doyouneedaridetocampus?

Iknowyourcarwenttotheservicepeople..

Zee-(shakesherhead)nopeIamgood,bhutiBless

isonhiswaytofetchme,rememberIamhelping

himwithsomegirlsregistrationthingy!!!

Mthoko-ohyeah,wellseeyoulaterkid..

Theyfistbumped,Mthokowalkedoutthehouseand

Zenandegotupclearingupthetable..

ATTHESTATION...



Bless-areyoureadyforThursday?

Sbani-(shrugs)Idon'tthinkonecanprepare

themselvesinsuchsituations,youjustneverknow

whatthejudgewillrule..

Bless-(raisesabrow)sotheZwanefamilyarenot

fightingyou?

Sbani-Idon'tknowbutIthinktheywillpushfora

hushersentence,itthelogicthingtodo..

Bless-(sighs)hasmysister...

Sbani-(shakeshishead)shehasn'tcametoseeme

andtobehonestIdon'twanthertoo..

Bless-itunderstandableyounotwantinghertoo..

Sbani-yeah!!!Howisshe?

Bless-youknowher,sheputsonapokerface,I

haven'tseenmuchofherlately,shesoswamped

withworkIthinkthatherwayofavoidingeveryone

andthesituation.

Sbani-(clencheshisteeth)thatwhyIwasagainst



babamakinghertheactingCEO,(sighs)doesshe

evenhavetimetonurseourkids?

Bless-Idon'tthinkthisisthetimetoquestionher

motherlyskills?

Sbani-(brusheshisface)Idon'tmeanitlikethat,I

knowsheisagreatmotherbutIalsoknowhowshe

getswhenshe'savoidingtodealwithheremotions,

shebecomesarobot,nothingmattersbutwhatshe

cancontrol,nowshecan'tcontrol"this"situationbut

shecancontrolwhathappenswiththebusiness,

she'sshuteveryemotioninherbodyandthatscares

theshitoutofmebecauseIamnotgoingtobein

ourkidslives,Iwantthemtohaveatleastoneparent

attendingtotheirneeds,givingthemaffectionbut

howisthatgoingtohappenwhentheirmotherisa

robot.

Bless-FUCK!!!..

Sbani-EXACTLY!!!IhavealotthatIamdealingwith

rightnow,IknowIdidthisto"us"butthisshitisn't

justaboutmeandher,wegottwobeautifulkidsthat

needtobelovedandtakencareoff..



Bless-Iwilltalktoyourfather,maybehecanrethink

thiswholeherbeingactingCEOshandis..

Sbani-it'stolate,wejustgoingtohavetofindaway

tomakesurethatshedoesnotforgetwhat's

important,ourkids..

Bless-(nods)Ipromiseyouthough,shehasn't

neglectedthem,sheworksfromhomemajorityof

thetime.

Sbani-"yet"...thatwhyyouneedtomakesureshe

doesn'tlosesightofwhat'simportant.

Bless-(nods)Ihavetogobro,youknowIam

travelingtoMtshingwanetoday..

Sbani-(smiles)finallythevillagequeeniscomingto

thecity..

Bless-jeah,jeah!!!(Laughs)NellyandZenandeare

drivingtherewithme,IwassurprisedNellyeven

agreed..

Sbani-shemadeapromisetothegirl'sfamily,

besidesthegirl'sfathertrustsher.

Bless-jeah,wellIwillseeyoutomorrowbro,(looks



athim)besafe..

Sbani-(fistbumphim)thanksforthevisitsman,I

appreciateeverythingyoudoing..

Bless-Ithinkitgoingtoberealformewhenthey

transportyoutothefederalprison..

Sbani-jeah,Ican'tbekeptherintheholdingcellsfor

long,doomdayisaroundthecorner.

Bless-(nodsathim)takecareofyourselfbro...

Theybothstandupastheguardswalkstowards

them...

Guard-(smirks)aziyesboshwa!!!....

ATZIMBALIESTATE...

NellywasfeedingNkanyeziherbottlewhileshesent

anemailwiththeotherhand...



Bridget-(looksather)shouldIhelpyouwithsending

theemailmam?

Nelly-(smiles)pleasedo,(handsherthetablet)Iam

tryingtobesupermom.

Bridget-Ithinkyoudoingjustfine.

Nelly-(nodslightly)Iwon'tbeavailablefortherest

ofthedaysoinformMbali,afteryoudonewithfiling

everythingyouwelcometogohome..

Bridget-(smiles)Thankyoumam...

Shewantedtosaysomethingbutstoppedherself,it

wastoolatebecauseNellyhadnoticedhowher

mouthclosedandopened...

Nelly-doyouwanttosaysomething?

Bridget-uhmmno,nothingmam..

Nelly-Bridget!!!Ifyouwantustohaveahealthy

workingrelationshipthanwehavetobehonestwith



eachother..

Bridget-wellInoticethatWhitneyisdoingthesame

jobasme,ImeanIdon'tunderstand,IamyourPA

right?Howcomewebothwork8bgforyou?

Nelly-oh(sighs)Whitneyhasbeenwiththecompany

foraverylongtime,shewasMrZuluSeniorsPA

thanbecomeMrSbanisezweZuluPA.Youworkfor

me,you'remyPAbutIhavetokeepWhitneytoo

becausesheknowsmajorityofwhatthe"CEO"

needsetc,she'stemporaryworkingformeuntila

newCEOwillbepointedthanshewillworkforthem.

Iamcurrentlyoccupyingthreechairs,theCEO,the

Director'schairwhichyouhandleeverything

regardingthatsideofthebusinessandIamstill

operatingasthecompany'sstrategist.Iamgoingto

needyoutoworktogetherwithWhitney,Itrustthat

won'tbeaproblem?

Bridget-(shakesherhead)notaproblematallmam,

IjustwantedclarificationbutIamgoodnow..

Nelly-(smiles)okay,don'tbeafraidtoaskme

anything..



Bridgetnodsandfocusesherattentionbackto

sendingemails,Zandilewalkstowardsthem

carryingNsika...

Zandile-(smiles)theBigboyisdonewithhisbath..

Nelly-(smiles)ohthankyou,Ihopehedidn'tgiveyou

ahardtime,hehateswater..

Zandile-(laughs)hehateswaterforsurebutafter

raisingthreekidsyoulearntodealwiththeirlittle

tantrums..

Nelly-(looksather)NgiyabongaZandile,Imeanfor

everything,thispastweekyouhavebeengreathelp,

Iknowwenotclosebut..

Zandile-(smiles)wefamilysisi,Iknowour

relationshipprobablydidn'tstartoffnicelybutatthe

endoftheday,familystickstogether..

Nelly-(smiles)Ngiyabongakakhulu(thankyouso

much)(looksatthetime)ain'tyougoingtobelate

forwork?Idon'twanttokeepyou..



Zandile-Istillhave40minutestospare,doyouwant

tofeedthisonewhileIburbNkanyezi?

Nelly-(nods)yesplease...

Theyexchangebabies,NellysignalsBridgettogo

workinsidethestudy....

Zandile-uhmmsodoyouwanttohavedinnerwith

metonight?

Nelly-uhmm,wellwehavingdinneratBlessplace

tonight,wewantNomusatofeelwelcomeand

comfortablesomaybewecanraincheck?

Zandile-uhmmokay...

Nellycoulddetectthedisappointmentinhervoice,

shealsohasbeennoticinghowZandilehasbeen

avoidinggoingbackhometoherhouselately,she

wouldoftenstaywithhertilllate,shehasn'tasked

herifanythingiswrongbutshecanseethatshe's

havingsometroublesathome.Shecannotask



Siphoifeverythingisokayeitherastheyarenot

reallythebestoffriends,itdoesn'thelpthatthey

disagreeinglatelybecauseoftheSibiya'ssituation.

ThesefewdaysshehasspentwithZandile,shehas

noticehowmuchofagreatwomansheis,somehow

thissituationhasbroughtthemcloser...

Nelly-whydon'tyoujoinus?

Zandile-(smilesandwidenhereyes)areyousure?

Nelly-(smilesandnods)yeah,ImeanthatifSipho

willbeokaywithyouspendingthenightaway..

Zandile-(whispers)asifhewillnotice...(smiles)

countmein,Iactuallylovetobeinthecompanyof

yourmother..

Nelly-(laughs)(rollseyes)whyamInotsurprised..

Theybothlaugh,BlessandZenandewalkinonthe

twowomen...



Bless-(smiles)(imitatingTira)helloLadies!!!!

Them-HELLO!!!!!...

Theyalllaugh,itgreattoseeherlaughingespecially

witheverythinggoingon,ZandileglancesatBless

butquicklylooksawaywhenhercheeksbeganto

heatup.BlesswalksandsitsnexttoZandilewhich

doesn'thelpthesituationatallasshetriesherbest

nottogiveawayhowhispresenceaffectsher...

Bless-(looksatZandile)hmmm,Ihaveneverseen

youinScrubsbefore(smiles)Ilikeit..

Nelly-(rollseyes)Iforgetyouhaveathingfor

womeninmedicalcare...

HesmilesandbendsdownkissingbabyNkanyezi

makingZandileenhalehiscologne,itdoesn't

surpriseherthatthesmileisentoxicatingandstrong,

definitelyagreattasteforamanlikehim.She

scoldsherselfinsideherhead,sheshouldn'tbe



thinkingthingslikethis,sheisamarriedwomanfor

God'ssake..

Bless-(smiles)theygrowing,Ineedtogetmyguns

inorder,thisoneistoocuteforherowngood..

Nelly-(laughs)isittimetogo?

Bless-(nods)yeah,Iwanttocomebackquickly,I

don'tlikedrivingatnight,arewetakingthekids?

Nelly-(shakesherhead)No,Zandilewillbedropping

themoffatyourmother's,sheofferedtobabysit

them..

Bless-(nods)(looksatZandile)okay,wellletmehelp

youbucklethemup..

BlesstakesNsikafromNelly'sarmsandfollows

Zandiletothecar,whileZenandefollowswiththe

kidsbags.HiseyesgotoZandile'sass,herscrubs

arenottightbutherassisdisplayedperfectlyon

them,Zandile'sbodydefinesexactlywhatanAfrican

womanis,sheisn'tbignorisshesmall,she's



probablyasize36or38onthepants.Heshakeshis

headanddivertshiseyessomewhereelse,butthey

betrayhimandgobacklookingattheheartyshape

ass...

ATTHESIBIYARESIDENCE.....

MrSibiyaandhistwoson'swereseatedinsidehis

study,smokingcigarsandenjoyingtheirexpensive

cognac....

MrSibiya-ournextshipmentisinthenexttwo

weeks...

Dabuko-stillnoresponsefromtheZulu's.

Hisfathershakeshishead,Siyasitssilentlyand

drinkshiswhiskey..

MrSibiya-Siyabonga?



Siya-Sotobe?

MrSibiya-whatdoyouthink?Anysuggestions?

Siya-(shrugs)youbothheadthedealnow,whyyou

involvingme..

...(silent)...

MrSibiyaandDabukolookateachother,Siyawas

notveryhappywhenhefoundoutwhathisfather

andbrotherdid,goingbehindhisbackand

undermininghisauthority...

Dabuko-don'ttellmeyoustillsulkingaboutwhatme

andfatherdid?

Siya-Iamnotsulkingbutthatdoesn'tmeanIagree

withwhatyoubothdid..

Dabuko-wellgood,sulkingisforbitches,ohlittle

brotheryoudon'thavetoagreewithmineand

father'sdecisionsordoingsbutallyouneedtodois



suckitupandworkwithus..

Siya-(frowns)well,Idon'twanttoworkwithyou,

nowyousuckthatup...

Theybothgiveeachotherdeadlystares,MrSibiya

sighsandplaceshisglassonthetable..

MrSibiya-(boldvoice)ENOUGH!!!!....(Looksat

Dabuko)yourbrotherisright,weshouldn'thave

donewhatwedidbutitdonesoweneedtowork

togetherandmakesuretheZulu'sagreetowork

withus..

Dabuko-letgiveSiphosometime,heknowswhat's

atstake..

MrSibiya-yeahbutweneedtohaveotherplanjust

incaseMfana'Ntombzanedoesn'tcomethrough..

Dabuko-thanwegotoextrememeasures,weshow

themthatwemeanbusiness..

MrSibiya-(shakeshishead)weholdoffonthe

threatsfornow,Zuluisnotastupidman,infacthe's



verypowerful..

Dabuko-wellwemorepowerfulthanhim,heneeds

togetthemessage..

MrSibiya-healreadyknowswepowerfulbutZuluis

notthekindofmanyoucanjustwalkover,ifitwar

heneedstoprepareforthanhewillgoallout,he

won'tsitandletuswalkalloverhim,weneedto

makesurethatherealisesthatworkingwithusit

whatbestforeveryone..

Siya-(looksatthem)Zulualreadyknowsthatgoing

towarwithusisasuicidemission,heknowsthat

agreeingtoyourproposaliswhatbest,hedoesn't

likeitbutforpeaceheknowsitwhatheshoulddo.

Dabuko-whatareyousaying?

MrSibiya-(smirks)Iamlisteningson...

Siya-(gulpshisdrink)Iamsaying,itnotZuluyou

shouldbefocusingon...

WiththatsaidSiyanodsathisfatherandwalksout

thestudy...



Dabuko-(frowns)whatthefuckwasthat?

MrSibiya-(smiles)heknowssomethingvaluableto

thissituation...

Dabuko-sowhydidyoulethimwalkoutofthis

roomwithouthimtellingus?

MrSibiya-he'sstillangryaboutwhatwedidtohim,

lethimcooloffwhenhe'sdoneactingallnotorious,

hewilltelluswhatheknows..

Dabuko-(smirks)letthefuckerhavehismoment...

MrSibiya-EXACTLY!!!...
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ATVIRGINACTIVEGYM...

Craigwasgoinghardonthetreadmill,hewasso



focusedthathedidn'tnoticeSiphostandingbehind

himwithhisarmsfoldedandcheckinghimout.He

walkstowardshimandlowersthemachinetothe

pointofswitchingitoff,Craigeyeshimdifferently

andwalkstopickuphistowelandwipinghissweat

off...

Sipho-soyounottalkingtome?

Craig-whatdoyouwant?

Sipho-thisisagym,Iamheretoworkoutjustlike

everybodyelse..

Craig-okay!!..

Hepicksuphiswaterbottle,hanginghistowelover

hisshoulderwhenhewasabouttopassSipho,he

stoppedhimbygrabbinghisarm..

Sipho-comeon(looksathim)don'tbelikethis..

Craig-letmyarmgo



Sipho-(sighs)okayIamsorry,isthatwhatyouwant

tohear?

Craig-don'tsayifyoudon'tmeanit..

Sipho-(frowned)whatisitthatyouwant?Iamtrying

toapologisehere

Craig-Iwantyoutostoptreatingmelikeshit,you

cometomeeverynightwillinglythanwhenyoudone

havingyourwaywithme,youtreatmelikegarbage

andtellmeaboutyourwife..

Sipho-youknewlongtimeagothatIhaveawife,

whyisn'taproblemnow?

Craig-Idon'tcarethatyouhaveawifebutdon'trub

itonmyfaceasifIamtheonethatturnedyougay..

Sipho-stopit...

Craig-NO!!!,youneedtostarttreatingmerightifyou

wanttocontinuewhateverthisis,Ihavehaditwith

thedisrespect..

WiththatsaidCraigroughlyremovesSiphohand

fromhisarmandtothechangingroomwithhiseyes



fillingwithtears.Heimmediatelydailshissister's

number...

Ringing...

Sister-Hello!!

Craig-(teary)Ididwhatyoutoldmetodo,tellmeI

didtherightthing,tellmethatheisthewrongone

andthereisnothingwrongwithme.(Crying)ohmy

god!!!Whatifhenevertalkstomeagain,whatifhe...

Sister-Craig!

Craig-Jesus,heisgoingtohateme,youshould

haveseenthewayhelookedatme.Iamgoingto

losehim..

Sister-CRAIG!!!!...

...(silent)...



Craig-(calmsdown)Iamdoingitagainain'tI?

Sister-yeah,listentome,youdidwhatbestforyou,

ifhetrulylovesyouthanhewillchangehisway.

You'rewonderfulpersonifhecan'tseethatthanthat

hisloss.

Hissistercontinuestalkingtohimwhilehetriesto

makesenseofeverythingthatsheissaying.He

lovesSiphobuthissisterisright,heneedstostart

treatinghimthewayheshouldbetreated...

ATMTSHIGWANEFARMS

Nomusafinishedpackingthelastbitofherclothes,

hermomwasseatednexttoherwithtearsinher

eyes,she'sbeenthisdepressedeversinceNelly

calledthreedaysbacktellingthemthatshewillbe

comingtofetchNomusa.Theonepersonwhohas

beenhappyforherishergrandmother,thelastthree

daysshe'sbeentellingNomusaeverythingaboutthe



city.Theywouldmakejokes,hergrandmother

lecturedherhereandtherebutmostimportantlyshe

toldNomusatoenjoyherself,asmuchasthiswas

herjourneytobetterherselfbygettinganeducation

butshetoldherthatthiswasalsoajourneywere

sheshoulddiscoverherselfandenjoybeingyoung....

MrsThusi-(sniffs)ngabeupakishezonkeizinto

ozozidingaMusa?(Didyoupackeverythingthatyou

wouldneed?)

Nomusa-(nods)yebomama..

Gogo-okunyeuzokuthengaphambiliethekwini(you

willbuytherestinthecity)

MrsThusi-ngayiphiimali?ngobaphelauyaziukuthi

inyangaayikophelifuthiubabaabamukhokhelile

edlonkulu(withwhatmoney?Becauseyouknowit

notmonthendyetandtheroyalhousehasn'tpaid

herfather)

Gogo-(smiles)waithere,IwillbebackHer

grandmotherwalksoutoftherondavelleavingher

andhermother...



MrsThusi-usephezukwanimanjeugogowakho?

(Whatisyourgrandmotheruptonow?)

Nomusa-(shrugs)angazimama(Idon'tknowmom)

MrsThusi-Nomusamtanami,unganakiizinto

eziningieThekwini,ufundefuthiuziphathekahle.

(Sighs)ngiyaziukuthiumkhonzileugogowakho

kodwaungalaleliyonkeintoayishoyo.Ungafaninaye

owayaeThekwinielandelananamadoda,

ungamuphoxiuyihlo,ungaphoxiigamalakwaThusi

njengogogowakho.(Nomusamychild,don'tpay

attentiontootherthingsinthecity,studyandcarry

yourselfwell.Iknowyouveryfondofyour

grandmotherbutdon'tlistentoeverythingshesays,

don'tbelikeherwhowenttothecitygoingaftermen,

don'tdisappointyourfather,don'tlettheThusiname

downlikeyourgrandmother..

Nomusakeepsquietnotrespondingtohermother,

afterhergrandmotherhadexplainedtogetwhat

reallyhappenedtoherwhenshewenttothecity,she



hatedhoweveryonejustwentalongwiththe

rumoursthathergrandmotheronlywenttothecity

formen.Oneofthereasonswhyshe'sso

determinedtoleavehervillageisbecauseshehates

howsmallmindedpeopleinthevillageare,allthey

everdoistalkbehindeachother'sback,bewitchone

anotherandactliketheyarethemostrighteous.It

sadthatherparentsarenodifferent,hermotheris

justlikeeveryvillagewifethatlikestogossip,her

fatherisalapdogtotheking,heabidesbyevery

wordthattheroyalhousedishesevenwhenthey

takeadvantageofhiskindnessandloyalty.Theroyal

housesometimesgoesmonthswithoutpayinghim,

alltheydoisgivehandoutsofvegetablesandfew

foodparcels.Theyarenotapoorfamilybuttheynot

evenrackedwithinyouraveragefamilybecauseher

fatheristooinvestedinservingtheroyalhouseand

hermotheristooworriedaboutknowingthehottest

villagegossip.Thetruthistheysurviveonher

grandmother'spensionmoney,thegrantwhichher

siblingsgetisusedtopayforfuelforherfather's

oldNissan4×4.She'sdisturbfromherthoughts

whenhergrandmothersitsnexttoherholdinga



whiteenvelope...

Nomusa-gogowhatisthat?

Gogo-(smiles)(handstheenvelopetoher)thisisfor

you..

Shetakestheenvelopefromhergrandmother,she

gaspswhenshefeelswhat'sinside,shewidenher

almosttearyeyeslookingathergrandmother...

Gogo-Istartedsavingforyoualongtimeago,Iused

tohearyoutalkwithMpumihowmuchyouwanted

tostudy,IsawhowpassionateyouweresoIstarted

savingwhenyouwereinmatric.ItnotmuchbutI

wantedtosafeenoughsoyoucouldpayfor

registrationwhileapplyingforstudentaid.Withyour

marksIknewyoucouldmakeit...

Hermother'sgaspsclosinghermouthwithher

hands,Nomusathrowsherselftohergrandmother



crying,shehugsherfordearlife....

Gogo-whenthisopportunitycameforyoutogo

study,IthankedGodbecausemyprayerswere

answered,IwantyoutohavethemoneybecauseI

wassavingitforyou.ItR12350,(smiles)useitfor

whateveritisyouneedforschoolordoyourhair,

buyclothes(laughs)Idon'tknowbutityours.

Nomusa-(kisseshercheek)Ngiyabongagogo,

(sniffs)kodwathisistoomuchmoney..

Gogo-(smiles,wipingNomusa'stears)ityours,you

needtoopenabankaccountwhenyouatthecity,

(looksatMrsThusi)justpromisemethatyouwon't

holdyourselfbackbecauseyouworriedaboutwhat

otherswillthink,doyoubutdonotforgetwho

Nomusaisandwhatshestandsfor,carryyour

identitythrougheverythingandyouwillnotlose

yourself...

Nomusa-(cryingandsniffing)ngizokwenza

uziqhenyengamigogo(Iwillmakeyoubeproudof

me)



Theycouldhearacarenginegoingoffoutside,they

lookateachotherknowingthatNellyandBlesshave

arrived..

Gogo-(smiles)wipethosetearsandgetyourself

ready,Iwillgogreetthemwhileyougatheryourself..

Nomusa-(nods)okaygogo....

HergrandmotherwalkstowardsthedoorwhenMrs

Thusistopsher...

MrsThusi-(clearsherthroat)uhmmNgiyabonga

ngokwenzeleuNomusa(thankyouforwhatyou

havedoneforNomusa)

Gogo-(nods)ungumzukuluwami,ngingamenzela

nomayini(she'smygrandchild,Iwoulddoanything

forher)



Withoutwaitingforhertorespond,hergrandmother

walksoutsmilingasshegreetsNelly,Blessand

Zenande...

ATTHESTATION..

Sbanistopslookingatthemanseated,apparently

hewasherevisitinghimbuthehadnocluewhohe

was,hisfootstepsgainSiya'sattentionmakinghim

lookupatSbani,theybothholdeyecontact,Sbani

opensthechairandsitsdownnotmovinghiseyes

fromSiya..

Siya-woooaaa!!!YounotwhatIexpected..

Sbani-(boldvoice)Whoareyou?

Hesaysthataggressively,hisvoicewassodeep

andhoarse,SiyacouldseethatSbaniwasreadyto

spitvenom...



Siya-SiyabongaSibiya..

Sbaniheldontohisblankfaceeventhoughthe

mentionofthemanlastnamehadhisstomachturn,

heknewthiswasn'tgood..

Sbani-whatdoyouwant?

Siya-tonightamanwillbebroughttothestation,he

willswampplaceswiththeguyyousharingthecell

with.Youwilllethimstabyouandyouwon'tfight

backthatifyouwanttomakeittothefederalprison

alive.

Sbani-(laughs)soletmegetthisstraight,youwant

metowatchamanstabmeandnotdoshit?

Siya-(nods)ityouronlyoption,theguybeingsentto

stabyouisnoordinaryguy,he'sanexmarine,

servedinAfghanistanwiththebestofthebest.He's

wifecheatedonhimwithhislutenient,heslitthe

lutenientthroatandwaskickedoutofthearmy,sent



toprisonandlaterfoundoutthathistwokidswere

nothis.Nowtellme,doyoureallywanttopicka

fightwithaguylikethat,withhisangrystateof

mind..

Sbani-(studieshim)Whyareyoutellingmethis?I

supposeIamnotmeanttoknowallthissowhy?

Siya-IguessIamaniceguy..

Sbani-BULLSHIT!!!

SiyastandsupandlooksatSbani...

Siya-heisnotsupposetokillyousodoyourselfa

favourandjustlethimdohisjob...

WhenSiyawasbythedoorSbaniturnfromhischair

andcalledhimout...

Sbani-Idon'tknowaboutyourguybutIamnotsure

ifhe'swillingtofaceaguywho'sbeenbipolarallhis



life,strangledagirltodeath,insomaniac,hastodeal

withthethefactofnotseeinghisfamilyespecially

whentheybeingthreatenedorhe'sfueledbyrage

thathistwobornbabieswillgrowupnotknowing

him...

....(silent)....

AfterafewminutesofSiyabongastandingbythe

doorlettingSbani'swordssinkin,heglancesathim...

Siya-(sighs)justdoasIsay...

Sbani-(shrugs)letthebestmencomeoutalive...

Laterthatnight.....

Hewasaloneinsidetheholdingcell,hiseyeswere

closedashelaiddownfacingtheceiling.Afew

minutesofhimlaidwithhiseyesclosed,thecell



gateopenedandclosedafterafewseconds....

...(silent)...

Hecouldhearthemanslowlymakinghisway

towardshissideofthebed...

Sbani-(eyesstillclosed)youdon'twanttodothis...

Hecouldhearthemanstoponhistracks,stillhe

remainedinthesamepositionwithhiseyesclosed..

Sbani-Iknowyounotsupposetokillmebutknow

this...

Heopenshiseyesandsitsuplookingdirectlyatthe

man'seyes...



Sbani-(boldvoice)comeformeandIwillkillyou,

thatknifeyouhave,Iwillcutyourballsandtape

theminsideyourmouth,haveyoudeliverthemto

yourboss,clearlyhelacksthem....

ATTHENDAWORARESIDENCE

Itwaslate,dinnerfinished2hoursago,alltheywere

doingnowwasjustcatchingup.Nellynoticedhow

NomvelokeptlookingatNomusathewholenight,it

wasn'talookofdisgustorhatredbutheenviedher,

itbrokeherhearttoseehersisterfeellike,sheknew

howmuchofahardtimeshe'shavingtoletgo

completelyofwhateverfeelingsorthoughtsshehas

ofthemenwhoistheirbrothernow.Shepullsher

aside,furtherfromeveryoneelse...

Nelly-(hugsher)youstrongyouknowthat...

Nomvelo-(sighs)Idon'tknowaboutthatbutIguess

sinceIhaven'toncebrokendown..



Nelly-(smiles)wellIamproudofyou..

Nomvelo-(shrugs)shelookslikeanicegirl,pretty

too..

Nelly-yeahsheis..

Nomvelo-wellenoughaboutmeandmysilly

obsessionIhaveformyownbrother.(Brushedher

hand)howareyou?Reallylikehowareyouholding

up?

Nellysighs,feelingherstomachdropandasmall

pingonherheart,shetightensherholdonhersister

sisterhand...

Meanwhile...

BlesswalkstotheLoungeareacarryingavelvet

throwandpassedittoNomusa...

Bless-itkindofchillynow,usethistocoveryourself,



whydidn'tyouwearajacket?

Nomusa-uhmm(looksdown)Idon'thaveone..

Bless-(confused)whatdoyoumeanyoudon'thave

ajacket?

Nomusa-(embarrassed)(clearsthroat)uhmtheyall

oldandugly...

Bless-oh...

Zenande-(smileslookingatNomusa)welltomorrow

afterwedonewithyourregistrationwegoing

shopping..

Bless-(smiles)Ithinkthatagreatidea..

ZenandeexcitedlytugsNomusa'sshoulderand

walkswithhertowardswhereMaSiwelais,clearly

usingherasherwigmansowhensheasksfor

money...

Zenande-angekeanqabemengicelaukhona(she

won'tsayNowithyouherewithme)



Theybothlaugh...

Zandilegulpeddownherglassofwater,thinking

abouthowhappyshewastonightinthecompanyof

MaSiwela,MissNdawora,NellyandZenandewas

welcomingtoo,thoughshespentmajorityofthe

timewiththegirlwhonameisNomusa.Ashygirl,

kindofremindherofheroldself,veryreserved.The

onlypersonshekindofdidn'ttalkalotwithwas

Bonolo,Nomvelosurprisinglywasverycool,they

workatthesamehospitalbutneverhadtheyever

saidonewordtoeachotherbuttonighttheygelled

perfectly.Tonightshedidn'tevenoncethinkofher

husband,shedoesn'tknowwhetherthatgoodor

bad,shesighsandturnstowalkoutthekitchenbut

collideswithahardobjectthatnearlysendsherto

thegroundbutthatnotwhatmakesherheartbeat

faster,itwhatherhandsaccidentallytouchedthat

hasherchokingonherownsaliva"SWEETMOTHER

OFJESUS,WASTHATHISD..."
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2:23am

ATTHESTATION...

Sbanisatonhiscellbedsmokingtheman's

cigarettewhichhefoundinsidehispocket.Hehad

alreadycalledfortheguard,thesoundsoftheman

groaninginexcruciatingpainechoedalloverthecell

room.Whentheguardscametoviewwiththescene

infrontofthem,theirmouthswereleftopened,their

heartsbeatingfasterthanthenormalrate,their

handswereshakinglookingatthebloodwhich

coveredhalfofthecellbutwhatgavethemchills

washowthemanwhichtheyhavebeenteasingand

walkingalloverthesepastweekswasseatedonhis

bedunaffectedandsmoking,almostasifhewasn't



coveredinblood.Whathadthemgaggingandready

tothrowupwasthemanlaidtothefloorinthepool

ofhisblood,itwasobvioushewasinpainbecause

ofallthegroaningbutsomethingappearedtobe

tiedinsidehismouth.Sbanistoodupandashedthe

cigaretteoutbeforewalkingwithacooldemeanor

towardsthecellgate...

Sbani-(smirks)Niyachazekayini?

Thetwoguardslookedateachother,notsurehow

torespondtoSbani,theyhadheardallthe

commotionandnoisethatbrokeoutwhenthetwo

menwereatitbuttheydidn'tthinkSbaniwould

comeouttopconsideringhowtheothermanwas

verybuffandformermarineguy.Itwasclearhe

managedtothrowinafewpunchesatSbaniaswell

asscoringafewcutsbecauseSbani'sleftarmhasa

knifecutwhichappearstobelittledeepandhis

whiteshirtwastornfromthestomacharea,leaving

afewscratches.



Guard1-(swallows)youjustaddedanothertwo

yearsforyourself..

Guard2-(shakeshishead)Wenauzobolela

edanyani..

Sbani-(fakesyawns)Cleanthisshitupand(looksat

themanonthefloor)delieverhimtoyourboss,if

youmovefastyoumightbeabletosavehislife

(laughs)althoughIamnotsurewhatkindoflife

wouldthatbe,consideringhenolongerhasballs..

Thetwoguardsstartcoughinguncontrollablydueto

chokingfromtheirownsaliva,theyalmostshittheir

pantswhentheysawhowcasuallySbanijustsaid

that,noemotions,noregrets.Nowthathewas

upclosetothem,theynoticehowhishandsare

stainedwithdryblood,hisknuckleswerebruisedup

tootheyhadafewcutsoftheirown,hisfacewasn't

affectedthatmuch,heonlyhadabumponhis

foreheadbutnobruises....



Sbani-(looksatthem)WHATTHEFUCKAREYOU

WAITINGFOR???...

Guard2-howarewesupposetocleanthisplaceup

beforeourshiftends?

Sbani-howthefuckshouldIknowandIdon'tcare,

youfuckersbothknowthisassholeshouldn'thave

beenheretobeginwith.NowgethimoutandIneed

ashower..

Guard1-thisisaholdingcell,uthisowathathaphi

amashower(wherewillwegetashowerfrom?)

Sbani-Iknowsomebodywhocanarrangethatfor

me..

Guard1-(shakeshishead)Noway..

Sbani-(rollseyes)angekengenqebutIneedtoget

thisbloodoffme,unlessyouwanttoexplaintoyour

captainwhyIamcoveredinblood...

Theylookateachbothhesitantly...



Guard2-40minutes..

Sbani-(staresatthem)1hour..

Guard2-Fine!!!ButifyounotbackherebythanIam

callingit..

Sbani-(smirks)don'tworry,itwillbelikeIneverleft..

Guard1handsSbanihisphonewhichhedialsBless

number...

Ringing...

Bless-(sleepyvoice)yeah...

Sbani-itme..

Bless-(sitsup)Sbani??

Sbani-yeah,listenIdon'thavemuchtime,canyou

drivedowntothestationquickly..

Bless-wait,what'sgoingon?

Sbani-justdrivedownhereorandbringtwoofyour



menwithyou..

BeforeBlesscouldrespondthecallwascut.Sbani

handstheguardhisphoneback..

Sbani-changeofplans,leavehimhere(pointsatthe

man)(smirks)Ihaveotherplansforhim..

ATTHESIBIYARESIDENCE...

7:00am...

ItwasTuesdaywhichmeansthatitwaspickupday,

thegateopenedasthemaidwalkedoutsideitwith

twoblagbinbags,whensheturnedacornertoplace

thegarbage,shescreameddroppingthebinbags...

Maid-(screaming)MAAAAAYYYYYEEEEEE!!!!



Thetwogateguardscamerunningtoseewhatwas

makingherscreamthatwhentheireyeslandedon

thebattedman...

Man1-(putshishandsonhishead)aiboakusiye

uStonelona?(Isn'tthisStone?)

Theothermanwalksclosertothebody,recognizing

himbutwhatmakeshimcringetakingastepback

wastheitemstackedinsidehismouth...

Man2-iyoooooleaw'thibayinqumeamasende(they

cuthisballs)

Maid-HAWU!!!HAWU!!!!HAWU!!!!!

Man1-(turnstothemaid)ish,goinformubasi..

ThemaidquicklyrunsinsidethehousetoinformMr

Sibiya...



10minuteslater...

MrSibiyaandSiyawalktothegate...

Siya-SHIT!!!!,WHATTHEFUCKISINSIDEHIS

MOUTH?

Thetwogatemenlookateachother,notsureifthey

shouldinformtheirbossaboutthenotetheyfound...

Man1-(handsMrSibiyathenote)wefoundthis

stucktohismouthaswellsir..

MrSibiyatakesthepieceofpaperandreadsit..

"Ibelieveyoulackthese"



Hefrownedfeelingverydisrespected,heclenched

histeethandstaresatthetwomen...

MrSibiya-(angry)WHATTHEFUCKISTHIS?WHO

SENTTHIS?

Man2-(trembling)we..we...Idon'tknowsir,the

maidstumbledacrossthebodywhenshewas

placingthebinbags,clearlywhoeverplacedhim

herewantedustofindhim..

Man1-Ithinkhewaslefthereearlyinthemorning

afterIfinisheddoingmyrounds,whoeverplaced

himhereclearlyknowshowourcameracircles

becausethereisnotraceofacaroranysuspicious

activity..

Siyabongacouldn'ttakehiseyesoffStone,heknew

exactlywhodidthisbuthestillcouldn'tfigureout

howhediditbecausethemanwaslockedinsidea

cell...



Siya-Idon'tgetit...

Hisfather'sstaresathim...

MrSibiya-DOYOUKNOWANYTHINGABOUTTHIS?

Siya-Iamnotsure,Ithink...butitdoesn'tmake

sense..

MrSibiya-(fuming)KHULUMAMANI!!!(TALK!!!)

Siya-BabahowwelldoyouknowZulu'ssecondson?

Theoneinprison..

MrSibiya-(annoyed)Notmuchbesidesthatheishis

father'ssuccessor,wordaroundishe'sabullinside

theboardroom,he'sabusinessman..

Siya-(confused)that'sit?

MrSibiya-(nods)prettymuchjeah,Whatisit?Is

theresomethingelsethatIshouldknow?

SIYABONGA???

Siya-(sighs)Ithink,actuallyNoIdon'tthink,Iknow

he'stheonebehindallthis..



...(silent)...

MrSibiya-whythefuckwillhedothis?Whysendme

amessage?Whystartwarwithus?Unless,WHAT

THEFUCKDIDYOUDO?

Siya-(laughs)notme,itwhatyourtrustedsondid,

hesentStonetostabZulu'ssoninsidehiscell.The

orderwasnottokillhimbutjustbruisehimenough

sotheZulu'scanseethattheyneedusbutIguess

thisSbaniretaliatedbysendingusacleardirect

message..

MrSibiya-"FUCKOFF"...

Siya-exactly!!!...

MrSibiya-callourguy,Iwantthisbodydisposedoff,

(looksatman2)getmeDabuko,tellhimmyhouse

ASAP...

ATZIMBALIESTATE...



Nellyyawnssittinguponherbed,sherubshereyes

forafewsecondsandyawnsagainfeelingreally

tired.Ittakesheraminutetorealisethatshewas

insidetheirbedroomandthatsheactuallyslept.

"Howthef*didshegettothebed?"...

Nelly-(gasps)Noway,no,no....

Shejumpsoutoftheandrunstothenursery,finding

bothherbabiessleepingsoundly,itlookslikethey

havebeengivenabath,changed,andfed.Sheruns

tothekitchenandfindshermotherdrinkingtea..

MaSiwela-oh,morningbaby..

Nelly-(breathingheavily)momwhattimedidyouget

here?

MaSiwela-ohIcame5minutesago..



Shecouldfeelherheartbeatingfast,eachseconds

hersuspicionsarebecomingmorereality...

Nelly-soyoudidn'tbathorchangeNkanyeziand

Nsika?

MaSiwela-(shakesherhead)No,Iwasgoingtoobut

thanIfoundthemasleepandtheywereoutoftheir

sleepwear...waitifIdidn'tchangethemandyou

didn'teither..thanwhodid?

Sheheldherchestwhichwastighteningwitheach

second,hereyeswerebeginningtotearupasthe

imageofhermotherkeptfading...

MaSiwela-Nelly!!!

Nelly-(burstoutcrying)hewashere,hewashere

mama...

Sheletherselfsitonthefloorandlethercry,



MaSiwelarantoherdaughterandhuggedher

brushingherbackbutthegesturefailedtocalmher

down,Nelly'scrieswereevenmorelouder,soloud

thatitwokelittleNkanyeziupwhoalsobegintocry

hysterically...

MaSiwela-baby,calmdown,don'tdothistoyourself,

IknowyoumisshimbutSbaniislockedup,thereis

nowayhecouldhavebeenhere...

Nelly-(crying)IamnotcrazyIsaw,Ithink,hewas

heremama,hecarriedmetothebed,he...He...

MaSiwela-(kissingthetopofherhead)ohmychild...

WhenlittleNsikastartedtocryaswellMaSiwela

stoodupandwalkedtothenurserytoattendtothe

twobabies...

Nelly-(heldherkneesup)Iamnotcrazy,Iamnot

crazy....



Shekeptrepeatingthosewordsasshecried,her

motherwatchedherfromthestairswithNkanyezi

oninhetarms.Shesadlywatchedherdaughterrock

herselfbackandforth.Shelookedlikeshewas

losingit,thewayherbodyjerkedup,theywayher

mouthwillmove.Sheusedherotherhandtotext

MrsZulu...

"CometoZimbali,iturgent"

ATTHANDEKA'SFLAT...

Thandeka,SJaswellasMrsZwanewereseated

aroundthetablehavingbreakfast...

MrsZwane-whenisSJgoingbacktoschool?

Thandeka-oh,he'salreadybackmamabuttodayhe

hasadentistappointment..

MrsZwane-oh,(eatsherporridge)



...(silent)...

Thandeka-(looksatSJ)stopplayingwithyour

cereal,eat,Iamnotbuyingyouanythingwhenwe

leavethishouse..

MrsZwane-maybehewantstoeatbread,Bafanado

youwantmetomakeyouasandwichinstead...

SJshakeshishead,Thandekaslapshishand...

Thandeka-whatdidItellyouaboutusingyourhead

whenrespondingtoyourelders,xolisakugogo..

SJ-Iamsorrygogo...

MrsZwane-(smiles)itokayBafanakagogo...

....(silent)....



SJ-Isawdadlastnight...

MrsZwanealmostspilledherporridgewhile

Thandekadroppedherspoon...

Thandeka-(hushinghim)don'tbesilly..

SJ-butIreallydidseehimmom,I....

Thandekawatchedashermomstruggledtoeather

porridgeduetotheshakingofherheads,shecould

alsoseehowshetriesherbesttoholdhertears

back...

Thandeka-(shouting)SJSTOPIT,EATYOUR

BREAKFASTANDSTOPTALKINGNONSENSE...

SJ-butI....

Thandeka-HHEYI!!!!!!!NGITHINIKUWEKANTI?NOW

EATYOURFOODANDSHUTYOURMOUTH,THE

ONLYTIMEIWANTTOSEETHATMOUTHOPENIS



WHENYOUEATINGYOURFOOD...

SJ-(sighs)Iknewnoonewillbelieveme...

Heangrilypushedhisbowlandwalkedoff,

Thandekasighedandlookedathermother,brushing

herhand...

Thandeka-Iamsorrymama..

MrsZwane-(wipeshertears)itokay,itnotyourfault

neitherisitBafana's..

Shesighsandwalkstohughermother,theystay

gluedtoeachotherinsilence...

ATNTOMBI'SHOUSE...

Ntombiwasclearingthetable,Nomahadjustleftfor

school.Sheheardacarparkoutside,shesmiled



quicklyrunningtolookherselfinthemirror.Mthoko

knockedonceonthedoorthanopeneditgoing

inside,hewalkedtowardsthekitchenbutshe

quicklyjumpedonhisbackexcitedly...

Mthoko-(laughs)(fakingit)ohmyback...

Shelaughsgettingoffhim,shehitshimplayfullyon

theshoulderandfoldsherarmslookingather...

Ntombi-(smiles)youlate..

Mthoko-(movesclosertoher)wellIwasgetting

these(hehandshertheflowers)foraprettylady..

Sheblushedtakingtheflowersandsmellingit...

Mthoko-(laughs)whatareyoudoing?

Ntombi-mxm,leavemealone,letmeenjoythis



moment...

Mthoko-youdoknowflowershavenoscentbaby

right?

Ntombi-(shrugs)wellIamdoingwhateverybody

doeswhentheyrecieveflowers..

Theybothlaugh,hemovesevencloserandcaptures

herlips,thekisslastfortwominutesbeforethey

breakapart...

Ntombi-(smiles)yourkissesarethebest...

Mthoko-ohIknow,mydickisevengreat..

Ntombi-(rollseyes)come(takehishand)Iwillput

theseinavasethanIwillmakeyousomethingtoeat,

youhungryright?

Mthoko-starving..

Ntombi-(smiles)great...



Hesitsonthechairandleansonthecounterwhile

Ntombimovesaroundthekitchen..

Mthoko-sohowwasyourmorning?

Ntombi-(sighs)stressful...

Mthoko-princessgivingyoutrouble?

Ntombi-worse,sheclaimsshesawSbani..

Mthoko-butthatnotpossible,shemighthave

dreamedabouthimanditdoesn'thelpthatshe

misseshim..

Ntombi-Iknow,itwasaroughmorning,shewas

cryinghereyeballsout.

TheycontinuetalkingwhileNtombimakehimfood...
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ATTHESIBIYARESIDENCE..

Dabukoquicklygotouthiscarandraninsidethe

house,whenoneofthementhatworksforhisfather

calledhim,hesoundedurgentalsohecouldhearhis

fathershoutinginthebackground,hismotherstops

himbythestairs...

MrsSibiya-(looksathim)yourfatherisveryangry,I

hopeyouboyshavenothingtodowithhismood..

Dabuko-(kisseshercheek)(sighs)momstayoutof

themenbusiness(brusheshercheek)yourjobisto

lookcute,nowgofixyourmakeupitlookingalittle

smudge...

WiththatsaidDabukowalkedtowardshisfather

studyroom,hismotherwasleftstandingwithno

emotions,ifitwere20yearsagomaybethat

commentsaidbyhissonwouldhaveleftherhurt

butshe'smadepeacewiththefactthatthemanshe



marriedandtheson'sshegavebirthtoo,arenothing

butcold,heartlessbastards.WellatleastSiyabonga

stillrespectsherashismotherandshowsaffection

whenevertheyalonebutDabuko,isdefinitelyhis

father'sson.AssoonasDabukoclosesthedoorto

thestudyoffice,hisfatherholdsaguntohis

forehead..

MrSibiya-Givemeonegoodreasonnottoblowyour

fuckenbrainsoff..

Dabukoglancesathisbrothers,twohadtheirheads

down,"typicalasskisses"hethought,Siyabonga

wastheonlyonestaringbetweenhimandtheir

father,clearlytheirfatherpointingagunathim

caughtSiyabongaoffguard,Dabukonoticedhowhis

brotherwasabouttoprotestagainsttheirfatherbut

hesignaledhimwithhiseyes"No",thiswasexactly

whytheirfathernevertrustedSiyawiththeSibiya

legacy,Siyabongawasveryaffectionate,loyaland

hevaluedfamily,ironicasitmaybebutthesewere



valuesthattheirfatherdespised.

Dabuko-(tookadeepbreath)Iamoneofyourbest

men...actuallyfuckthat,Iamyourbestman..

...(silent)...

MrSibiya-(smirks)(pullshisgunaway)fora

momentthereIthoughtyou'dsayIshouldn'tpullthe

triggerbecauseyoumyson..

Dabuko-(pourshimselfwhiskey)nowwebothknow

thatholdsnoplacewithamanlikeyou..

MrSibiya-(laughs)youknowmetowellson(looks

athim)nowdon'ttellmeyouwerewillingtogo

downwithoutfightingme?

Dabuko-ofcoursenot(signalshimtolookathis

chest)...

MrSibiyastaresatthereddotthatwasdirectly



aimedtohisheart,hesmirkedlookingathisson

withaproudface,thefacethatafathergiveshis

sonwhenhewinshisfirstgame,butonlythistime,

MrSibiyaisproudhowhe'smanagedtohaveatleast

oneofhissonstobeexactlylikehim...

MrSibiya-(smiles,clappinghishands)Iamproud

son(seriousface)butwehaveaproblem,thestupid

moveyoupulledtryingtoscareoftheZulu'sdidn't

work...

Siya-Stoneisdead...

Dabukoheldhisemotionsback,hewassurprised,

shocked,Stonewasoneoftheirbestmen,hewas

rackedveryhighwhenitcametotheirhitmans.

MrSibiya-youdon'thavetohideyourshocked

expression,weallare(handedhimatablet)lookat

this..



Dabukotookthetabletandstaredatthepictureof

Stonebattedwithhisdismemberedballsinsidehis

mouth,hetossedthetablettothetableandgulped

hiswhiskey...

Siya-(amused)ohthatwasnotallbrother,thereisa

messageforyou,sinceyouwerebehindtheattack..

"Ibelieveyoulackthese",hereadthepieceof

paper...

Siya-he'stalkingaboutballs...

Dabuko-youfindallthisveryamusingdon'tyou?

Siya-(shrugs)evenyouhavetoadmit,theballspart

isclassic...

Dabuko-(looksathisfather)(brusheshisface)wait,

(laughs)nofuckingway...youtellingmeZulu'sson

didthis?Theoneinprison?



HisfatherandSiyanodsathim,Dabukolaughs

shakinghisheadbutdeepdownhehadquestions,

hewasrackinghisownbrainbutdidn'twanttoshow

hisfatherhowaffectedhewas...

MrSibiya-(looksatSiya)Idon'tlikethis,Idon'tlike

thisatall.IhatenotknowingwhoIamdealingwith,

youneedtotelluseverythingyouknowaboutthis

guy..

Siya-(raiseshisvoice)IKNOWJUSTASMUCHAS

YOUKNOW..

MrSibiya-Dabuko?

Dabuko-IthinkittimeSiyatellusexactlywhathe

knowsaboutthesepeople,Imeaneverything,Iwant

toknowthenameofeveryrat,roachthatbreathesin

thedirectionoftheZulu's....

Siya-(looksathisphone)Ineedtogo..

Dabuko-(angry)areyouseriousrightnow?

Siyashrugsandsignalsoneofhismentofollow



him...

Siya-(turnsandlooksatthem)letgetonething

straight,Idon'tworkonbothyourtimes,Iworkon

mytime,Iwilltextyouthetimeandplacethanwe

willdiscusswhatIknowandwhatIthinkyoushould

do...

Heopensthestudydoorandwalksoutwithhisbody

guardfollowinghim...

Dabuko-wejustgoingtolethimwalkout?

MrSibiya-youheardtheman,hedoesn'tworkonour

time,nowallofyougetthefuckoutofmyhouseI

needtoblowoffsteam(looksatoneofhismen)get

meanavailablewhoreasap...

Hesaysthatandwalksoutthestudybangingthe

doorbehindhim...



ATZIMBALIESTATE...

Nellyrubbedhereyes,shelookedaroundandsaw

thatshewaslaidonthecouch,hermothermust

havedruggedherrooibosteajustsoshecancalm

downandsleep.Shewincedandtouchedher

foreheadduetothesharppain...

Nelly-(shouts)MOM!!!!

Sheworehersleepersandwalkedtothekitchen

findingMrsZulubusywiththepots...

MrsZulu-(looksup)ohhey...

Nelly-hey...

...(silent)...



MrsZulu-uhmmyoumotherjuststeppedoutfora

fewminutes,areyouhungry?Icanmakeyoua

sandwichfornow..

Nelly-(shakesherhead)Ngiyabongama,kodwaI

amoffbreadfortwoweeks,Iamtryingastarch

freediet.(Smileslightly)besidesIamnothungry..

MrsZulu-oh!!!(Clearsthroat)yourmothertellsme...

Iknow...

Nelly-(sighs)areyougoingtotellmethatIamcrazy

orthatIdon'tknowwhatIamtalkingabout?(teary)I

didseehim,howelsecanyouexplainhowIended

uponmybedwhenItrulyrememberworkinginthe

study..

MrsZulu-Idon'tknowbutIhopeyougetbetterfor

thesakeofthetwobeautifulchildrenupstairs...

MrsZuluwentbacktofocusingherattentiononthe

pots,Nellysighedandwalkedtothestudies,shesat

onthechairandswingingonitforafewseconds



untilhereyeslandedonthefilesthatwerestacked

neatlyonthedesk,shetookthefirstfileandopened

it,scanninghereyesthroughthefile...

Nelly-(smiles)Nofuckingway...

Shequicklyopenedthesecondfile,thethirdfileuntil

shewentthroughall9filesandallwerecompleted,

balancedoutandafewnotesweremadehereand

there..

Nelly-(laughslightly)babe....soIwasn'tdreaming,I

amnotcrazy,youwerereallyhere...

Shelaidherheadbackandsmiledwhileswinging

thechair,she'sbeensoconsumedthinkingabout

himthatshehadn'tnoticedhermomstandingbythe

doorwithawhitemiddleagewoman.Shealso

hadn'trealisethatasmuchasshewaslaughingand

smiling,shealsowascrying,shestoppedandstared



athermotherandtheunknownwoman,shewiped

hertearsandclearedherthroat...

Nelly-Mom...

MaSiwelacouldfeelapinginherheart,herdaughter

wasactingverystrange,shedidn'twanttobelieve

thatshewaslosingitbutthewayshe'sactingsays

otherwise....

MaSiwela-NellythisisMirandaGoodwell,Iwanted

hertobeourfamiliespsychologist,Ithinkitbestyou

startwithyourindividualsessionsrightawaybefore

wedooursessionsasagroup.

Nelly-(rafflesherhair)MamaIamnotcrazy..

MaSiwela-Iknowbabybutpleasetalktoher,I

thoughtitwillbebestthatyouhavethesessions

hereinyourownspacefornow,Iwantyoutobe

comfortable..

Miranda-(looksatMaSiwela)Icancomebackwhen



youtwohavehadafulldiscussion,ifyouguysstill

needtime,thewholepointoftherapyistonotfeel

pressuredandoverwhelmed(looksatNelly)wecan

workatyourownpacedear,nopressure..

Nelly-(sighs)canwescheduleasessionfor

tomorrow,todayhashadjustbeenastressfulday...

Miranda-(smiles)finewithmedear,howdoes

tomorrowlunchtimesounds?

Nelly-(smileslightly)soundsgoodtome...

MirandanodsatNellyapprovinglyandturnsto

MaSiwela...

Miranda-Iwilltakemyleavenow..

MaSiwela-(smiles)ThankyousomuchMiranda,you

havenoideahowmuchyouhelpingmydaughter..

Nelly-Iwillwalkyouout,Ineedawalkanyway..

MaSiwela-(smiles)whydon'tyoutakethekidsfora

strolltoo,Iamsuretheywillappreciatethefreshair



justasmuchasyouwill..

Nelly-sure..

MaSiwela-wellIguessIwillMirandaoutnowwhile

yougogetthekidsready...

ATMUSGRAVEMALL...

ZenandeandNomusaweregrabbinglunchtogether,

theyjustcamefromNelsonMandelaSchoolof

MedicineCampustofinalizeNomusa'sregistration...

Nomusa-(looksaround)yinhlelendawo(thisplace

isbeautiful)

Zenande-(nods)Ilikeitbecauseitquietnotcrowdy,

IlovethebuzzbutsometimesIcoulddowithoutit..

Nomusa-buzz?

Zee-(smiles)justslanglingo...



Nomusalookedevenmoreconfused...

Zee-(sighs)(smiles)don'tworryyouwilllearnas

timegoesby..

Nomusa-IknowsmallEnglish..

Zee-(laughs)youmean"little",ifyouweren'tthis

cutengabengiyakundakazastrongmoghel!!!But

becauseityouitfine..

Nomusa-I'velistedEnglishasmyextracuri...curi...

Zee-curriculum,againifyouwereanyotherpersonI

wouldhavebeenlike"solameandboring"butin

yoursituationIunderstandbesidesyougoingto

needtoknowEnglishwithalltheextrabigwords

yourcoursecomeswith..

Nomusa-(nods)soyoualsogoingtostudyhere?

Zee-(shakesherhead)IstudyatUKZNtoobut

WestvilleCampus,Iammajoringinaccounting..

Zenandenoticeshowherfacechangedtobeing



nervousassoonasshetoldhertheygoingtobein

differentcampuses...

Zee-(smiles)don'tworryitnotthatfar,10minutes

awayplusIdrivesowecouldhavelunchtogetherall

thetime,whichremindsmeyouneedtogetaphone..

Nomusa-yeah,bengifunaukuyithengatoday(I

wantedtobuyittoday)

Zee-let'sorder,soyithengaafterwefinishhaving

lunch...

Nomusa-(nods)(looksatthemenue)whatcanIeat?

MinangaziuKFC,Chicken'Licken,lezitoloezi'fancy

angizazi(IamonlyfamiliarwithKFC,Chicken'

Licken,Idon'tknowthesefancyrestaurants..

Zee-justorderburgerandfries,(smiles)sowena

nananoBhutiBless?

Nomusablushesandlooksdown,itbeenso

overwhelmingforher,leavingherfamilybehind,new

place,newpeople.Everyonehasbeenvery



welcomingsofarandBlesshasbeengreattoo.

Theyhaven'treallyhadsomealonetimetogetherbut

thesmallstolenglancesandsmallcutegestures

thathedoeshaven'tgoneunnoticed...

Nomusa-(smiles)angaziukhulumangani?(Idon't

knowwhatyoutalkingabout)

Zee-(smiles)yeahright,wazikahle,he's...

Nomusa-(skeptical)old?

Zee-(shakesherhead)manly,yeahthat'stheword,

pieceofdarkchocolate..

Nomusa-(giggles)soyoudon'tjudgeabouttheage,

Iam21andhe's33..

Zee-(shrugs)theimportantthingisthatyouboth

likeeachother,everythingelseonthesidedoesn't

matterbesidesdoyoureallywanttogiveupthat

hunkofaman?

Nomusa-(blushesevenmore)(shrugs)Idon'tknow,I

wanttoknowmoreabouthimthatallIknow..

Zee-(nods)Good,don'tjumptoanythingunlessyou



sureabouthim,sometimesthegiddylittletingles

insideourstomachscanmisleadus.Gettoknow

himfirstbutbhutiBlessisagreatguy..

Nomusa-man,he'sagreatman..

Zee-(laughs)OKAY!!!Feliciamybad..

Nomusa-unaloisokawena?(Doyouhaveaman?)

Zee-(sighs)itcomplicatedbutnoIdon'thavea

man..

Nomusa-(confused)umuhlenje

Zee-(smiles)Thankyoubutitnotthatguys

abangisheli,theydobutIamdealingwithfewthings

kwamanje..

Nomusanodsinunderstanding,sensingthatit

mightbepersonalandshedoesn'twanttopry...

Zee-(smiles)butprobablyifIwastodateIwillbea

lover,Iamanunlimitededition..

Nomusa-(confused)idon'tunderstand...



Zee-Icandatebothmenandwomen..

Nomusagaspsandclosinghermouth,shecomes

fromaplaceweresuchthingsarefrownedapon..

Nomusa-wistabane?(Areyougay?)

Zee-cha,Ican'tsayIambisexualtoobecauseI

haven'treallydiscoveredmyself,allIknowisIdon't

minddatingbothmenandwomen...

Nomusa-(nods)backathometheyjudgepeoplelike

that..

Zee-(shrugs)Idon'treallycareforwhatpeoplesay,

youshouldn'teither(looksather)haveyouever

kissedagirl?

Nomusa-(shakesherhead)Cha!!

Zee-makeoutwithone?

Nomusa-(raiseshereyebrow)hmmm?

Zee-asinlike,dothings,sexualthingswithagirl...



Nomusa-(gasps)No,no...wena?

Zee-(nods)(smiles)girlsgivethebestorgasmsever..

Nomusalooksaroundprobablyavoidingtoask

Zenandewhat"orgasm"means,Zeecatchesonand

smilesatherstealingherfries.Nomusa'sinnocence

wasrefreshing,althoughZenandecamefroma

disadvantagehomebutsheknewanddidthingsjust

likeeveryteenagersoherinnocencewasn'tlike

Nomusa's.Thegirlatethroughtheirlunchandthe

discussionofboyscontinuedbetweenthetwonewly

foundfriends..

ATMHLANGANETCAREHOSIPTAL...

Ntombiwalkedinsidethecafeteriaandimmediately

spotsZandile,theysmileateachotherandshe

walkstowardsherwiththeirlunchonherhands...

Ntombi-(hugsher)Mfazi..



Zandile-(smiles)Ifeellikewehaven'thangedoutin

forever..

Ntombi-(takeshercardiganout)Iknowhey,

uyaphilakodwa?

Zandile-(sighs)Iamfineunderthecircumstances..

Ntombi-whatwrong?Pleasetalktome..

Zandile-(smiles)Iwillbutfirstlettalkaboutyou,

uya'glowmfazi,doesthisnewdickhaveaname?

Ntombi-(blushes)"JOY"honey,that'sthenewdick

nameandthatallIamtellingfornow..

Theybothlaugh...

Zandile-wellIcanseethe"joy"alright,lookatyou,

hasJoysnowedinsideyouyet?Thewayyou

glowingIamsuresomehumanisforminginside

there..

Ntombi-(blushesevenmore)hmmmm,thewayhe's

beensnowingin,Iamsurehe'sbuiltasnowmen



insideme..

Theyburstoutlaughingevenmoreearningafew

staresfromotherdoctorsandnursesinthe

cafeteria..

Ntombi-sohowareyoureally?

Zandile-mymarriageisnotgoingwell,Ihaven't

sleptnexttomyhusbandin5days.Hecomeslate

andpassesoutonthecouch.Iknowheusesthetv

asanexcusetojustavoidsleepingnexttomeand

don'tevengetmestartedonsex,Idon'teven

rememberthelasttimeweactuallydidit..

Ntombi-(frowns)whataboutthedateheplannedfor

youguys,Ithoughtthingsweregettingbetter..

Zandile-itwasjustadisaster,itwassoarewardand

whenItriedgettingitonwithhimitjustlaidflat,no

movementwhat'ssoever,IthinkIruinedour

relationshipwiththepunishmentIgavehim...

Ntombi-Iamsosorrymama,Ididn'tknowthings



werethatbad..

Zandile-youknowwhat'sfunnyisIamnoteventhat

affectedbyhisactions..

Ntombi-whatdoyoumean?

Zandile-IknowmymarriageisdeadNtombi..

Ntombi-you...youconsideringdivorce?

Zandile-ofcoursenot..

Ntombi-Idon'tunderstandthan?

Zandile-meandSiphocanneverdivorce,Irespect

cultureverymuchsotheywillbenodivorcingbutif

needsbethanwecouldalterthetermsand

conditionsofourmarriagecontract...

Ntombi-(wideneyes)youmeanlikeseeother

people?

Zandile-(shrugs)somethinglikethatbutourfamily

cannotdivide,divorceisnotanoption..

Ntombi-wow!!!...



NtombiwatchesasZandiletakesherfoodand

startstoeat,shesitstherebaffledhowmuch

womengothroughjusttocaterforother'sneedsbut

nottheirown.Zandileisstayinginthismarriagejust

soherkidsdon'thavetoseemommyanddaddy

apart,topleaseherparentsandsociety,clearlyher

feelingsarewearingoutforSiphobutstill,leaving

himwasnotanoptionforher...
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ATZIMBALIESTATE...

Nellypushedthedoublestrollerenjoyingthe

refreshingwalk,thiswasdefinitelyafunwayto

exercise.Thetwinswereclearlyenjoyingittoo,

NkanyeziwasherusualquietselfandNsikabeing

theattentionseekerthatheiskeptmakingsmall

babysounds.Theareawasaprivateresidence,



mostpropertyandhousesaroundtheareawere

ownedbyBlessandSbaniintheirpropertybusiness,

thecarsthatpassedherwerecarsbelongingtothe

peoplewhostayedaroundtheprivateestatetoo,so

shefeltsafe,thesecuritycarwouldpassbyhernow

andagainquiteoften.AblackAstonMartinpassed

byherinfullspeedbutcamestoppedfurtherinfront

ofher,thecarreversedbackandonlythandidshe

payattentiontothewholescene.Thecarstopped

nexttoherandwindowsrolleddownrevealing

Dabukoandhisdimmedsunglasses,Nellydidn't

evenglanceathim,shecontinuedwithherwalk,that

didn'tstopDabukoasheslowlydrovehiscar

matchingherpace...

Dabuko-(smirks)wemeetagain..

Nelly-(looksathim)amIsupposetoknowor

rememberyou?

Helookedatherwantingtoseeifdidshereallynot

recognizehimorshewasjustbeingsarcastic.He



sighedwhenherfacegavenothingaway,itjust

remainedneutral...

Dabuko-youdon'tknowwhoIam?

Nelly-(laughslightly)yourtonetellsmethatmenot

knowingyouoffendsyou..

Dabuko-(shrugs)notreally,Iamprettysureyoudo

rememberme,thisfaceisprettydamnhardto

forget..

Nelly-ohletmeguessonmyfirstencounterwith

youIamsupposetoogleatyourbodyandfallhead

overheelsinlovewithallofyouandhowdareInot

rememberthefamousSibiyaoffspring?!

Dabuko-(smiles)soyoudorememberme?

Nelly-(boredbyhim)whatdoyouwant?

Dabuko-wanttograbice-creamwithme?

Nelly-(raisedhereyebrows)what!!!

Dabuko-heydon'tshootdaggersatme,Idon't

normallydothisshit,Ijustheardthatlineinamovie



playingatsomestorewhileIwaitingformyorder..

Nelly-andsoyouthoughtitwasagoodideatouseit

witheverywomenyoumeet?

Dabuko-technicallyIdon'tusuallychasewomen,

theychasemebutIcanmakeanexceptionforyou

(winkedather)...

Nelly-(shakesherhead)justleavemealoneplease

andstoplookingatmyass..

Hesmiledandlaughedthathehadbeencaught,well

itnotlikehewashidingitbuthejustdidn'tthink

she'dnoticewhathewasdoingespeciallysincehe

triedlookingatherassonthedownlow,keepingher

busytonoticebychattingbutitdidn'tworkasNelly

provedtohaveaverysharpeye...

Dabuko-sorrybutyoucan'tblameme,itjustthere,it

inmynaturetostareatit..

Sheavoidedhimandcarriedonwithherwalk,it



wasn'tsofulfillinganymoreashehaddisturbedher

peace,herphonealarmstartedringing,shetookher

phonetodisalarmitbutonlytofinditwasn'tan

alarmbutareminderthatSaturdaywasSbani's

birthdaywhichmeanshersisonFriday,thedaythat

Sbanigoestocourt.Shecouldfeelherchesttighten

butstronglypushedherselfnottobreakdown,she

wasafardistanceawayfromthehouseandnot

forgettingaSibiyawasinherpresence.

Dabuko-(looksather)doesyoualarmalways

changeyourmood?

Nelly-(looksathim)youstillhere?

Dabuko-(smiles)ouch!

Nsikastartedtocry,Nellystoppedandwalked

aroundthestrollersoshecouldfaceherson,she

brushesherson'sstomachhopinghewouldquieten

downbutNsikahadotherplans.Shesighedand

noticedabenchunderatree,shepushedthestroller

towardsthebench.Dabukoparkshiscarontheside



ofroadandwalkstowardsher...

Dabuko-youreallysuckatthisbabysittingjob..

Nelly-thesearemykids.

Sherolledhereyesandunbucklehersonoutthe

stroller,takinghimtoherarms.Dabukocouldn'tfake

hissurpriseatthementionof"thesearemykids".

Siphodidmentionthatshehadtwokidswiththe

jailbirdbrotherbuthetookitasanexcusejustsohe

doesn'tchasehertobedher..

Nelly-whyareyousurprised?

Dabuko-youtooyoungtohavekids.

Nelly-(annoyed)whatareyouimplying?

Dabuko-nothing,Ihatekids...

Shecoulddetectthetruthinhiswords,"howcould



someonebethisclosedoff?"Shethoughttoherself,

DabukoresembledSbaniinsomanyways,theyboth

werecockyandarrogant,confident,goodlooking

men,althoughDabukotookthecupofbeingthetrue

definitionofGreeksexAdonis,theyhadstrong

presence,theyfitthebadboy,dangerousandsexy

title.ThedifferencewasasclosedoffSbaniwas,

he's"dangerous"wasn'tatwistedone,itwasjusthis

natureandpersonalitytoonlyshowaffectionto

peopleheonlywasclosetoo.Dabukoontheother

side,hecouldbeloveablebecauseeveryone

deserveslovebuthisaurawasjustoff,his

"dangerous"wastwisted,hetrulyresembledaman

withnosoul."Ihatekids"clearlyshowshislackof

affection,ifhecoulddespisesomethingsoinnocent

likeababy,howsinistercanhebe?

Dabuko-thoughIhateyourlittlemonsters(biteshis

lip)Idon'tmindfuckingtheirmother..

Nelly-(giveshimadeadlystare)watchyourmouth,



youinthepresenceofmychildrennotyour

hooligans..

Dabuko-nowyouwatchit,youdon'twantanything

happeningtothebabydaddynowdoyou?

Nelly-(smiles)finally,nowwesettleintothereal

reasonwhyyouhere

Dabuko-actuallythat'snotthereasonwhyIamhere

butifyouwanttohavethatdiscussion,wecan..

Nelly-(placesNsikabackonthestroller)thereisno

pointinushavingadiscussion(staresathim)but

sinceyouhereImightaswellgiveyouananswer

"NO"nowyoucandelieverthemessagetodaddy

dearest...

Hispresencewasstartingtoannoyherinfactshe

wasalreadyirritatedbutdidn'twanttoshowit...

Dabuko-(laughing)youthinkthissomegame?Look

thisisnotsomecampaigntoprovehowstrongofa

feministyou're,(boldvoice)asmuchasyoumay



walkthewalkandtalkthetalkattheendoftheday

youstillawoman,(movesclosertoher)your

existencestillclearlydefinesthatyouneedtolayon

yourbackandspreadthoselegsandletamanfill

thatwholeofyoursup.

...(silent)...

Theyweresoclosetoeachotherthatonlyaninch

separatedthem,theydidn'ttaketheireyesoffeach

other,itwasclearthathewasnowinfuriatedbyher

indirectlycallinghima"deliveryboy"bytellinghimto

deliveramessagetohisfather,hecoulddetectthe

mockinginhertonewhenshesaidthat.Nellywas

evenmoreangrynowbutshewasn'tgoingto

crumble,shewasn'tgoingtogivehimthat

satisfaction,sheknewhowvileshecanbeifshe

wantedtoo,soshewasgoingtotapintothatsideof

her,heneededtoseethatshewasn'tsomesmall

cutekittenthatshyawaybecauseofabigbullycat,

shedealtwiththosebigbullycatsallthetimeinside



theboardroomeventhoughDabukowasadifferent

bullycatbuthewasstillamanandifthere'sone

thingshehaslearntaboutthekindofmenthat

preyedonwomen,thementhatvaluedwomenless,

thementhatonlybelievedawomen'sworthwas

betweenherlegsisthatthosetypeofmenfeedof

thevulnerabilityofawoman,themomentyoushow

themhowtheirwordsaffectyou,themomentyou

crumbleandwanttohideinacornerwithyourknees

upbecauseyoucan'tstanduptothem,youboost

theiregos.Shewasn'tgoingtogivehimanyofthat

insteadshewantedtoinfuriatehimevenmore..

Dabuko-nci,nci,nci(shakeshishead)youthreading

onthiniceMiss..

Nelly-(nottakinghereyesfromhis)wellforgiveme

ifthewannab'sMexicanCartelfamilydoesn'tscare

meoff..

Thatinfuriatedhimevenmore,heraisedhishandto

slapherbutwasstoppedbyavoicebehindhim...



Bless-(deepvoice)Iwouldn'tdothatifIwereyou..

Nellysighedinrelief,nomanhaseverlaidahandon

herbutonethingforsurewasshepromisedherself

thatshewouldfightandifoneofthemhastodie

thansobeitbutneverwasshegoingtoallowaman

tohitherandshenotfighthimback.Fightingaman

likeDabukowouldhavebeenabaddecision,not

onlybecausethekindofmanhewasbutbecause

shehadherbabieswithher,asmuchasherego

wouldn'tallowhertojustwatchamanhitherbut

shehadtothinkaboutherbabies.Blessbeinghere

savedherfromherselfandfromthemonsterstouch,

"whendidherbrotherevenarrive?"Shethoughtto

herself..

Dabuko-Ndawora..

Bless-Sibiya..



Thesetwomendidn'thateeachotherbuttheywere

notfriendsaswell,themutualrespectwasthere

though...

Bless-(looksatNelly)youokay..

Shenods,butBlessraiseshiseyebrow...

Nelly-Iamokay...

Bless-(nods)okay,goinsidethecar..

Hesawhowshehesitatedlookingbetweenhimand

Dabuko,whowastryingtofigureouttherelationship

betweenthesetwo..

Bless-Nowplease..

NellygivesDabukoadeadlystarebeforeshepushes



herstrollertoherbrothersGWagon.Blesskeepshis

eyesonheruntilshe'sinsidethecar...

Dabuko-whatisshetoyou?

Bless-thatnotyourbusiness,whatbringsyouhere?

Dabuko-thatnotyourbusinesstoo..

Bless-cool,butwhatismybusinessisIfindyou

secondsfromhittingawoman'sface,soyou've

addedanothertitletomanythatyoualready

possess,youabusewomennow?

Dabuko-(annoyed)Thebi...Shewasaskingforit..

Bless-stayawayfromher,provokingorhurtingher

isn'tsomethingyouwanttodo..

Dabuko-whatisshe?Thepresidentsdaughter?Just

soyouknowIfuckedtwoofhisdaughters..

Bless-(looksdirectlyintohiseyes)howisStone?

...(silent)...



Dabuko-(alarmed)(looksathim)Stone?Whywould

youaskmeabout...itwasyou..

Bless-(lightshiscigarette)yourfamily'stechnical

securitysystemisprettyweakforafamilylikeyours,

IhavetosayIwasreallydisappointedathoweasyit

wastotapintoit,nowstaythefuckawayfromher...

Hehandedhimhiscigarette,Dabukotookitlooking

atBless,tryingtopieceeverythingtogetherbutit

justwasn'tmakingsense.

Dabuko-(puffedthecigarette)areyousureitwise

threateningmeinmyterritory,mycountry?Why

wouldyouwanttoriskthepeacefulrelationshipmy

familyandyouhavejustforsomeb...forher..

Bless-she'simportanttome...

Blessglancesathimonemoretimebeforewalking

tohiscar...



Nelly-(looksatDabukothroughthewindow)Doyou

knoweachother?

Bless-(grithisteeth)whatwereyoudoingwithhim?

Nelly-nothing,Iwasjusttakingthekidsonastroll

thanheshowedup,what'sgoingon?Iamnotstupid

youknow,Isawthewayyoutwolookedateach

other?Areyouagangster?

Bless-that'sridiculousNelly,besidesIamtoooldto

beagangster,that'saboy'sjob.Iamaman,a

businessman.

Nelly-(looksathim)okayMrIamabusinessman..

Shefoldsherarmsandlooksoutsidethewindow..

Bless-TheytriedtostabSbani..

Nelly-(heartbeating)WHAT?!!Ohmygodisheokay?

Bless-yeah,he'sfinebutgotstabbedonhis

shoulder..



...(silent)...

Bless-(looksather)areyouokay?

Nelly-Iamjustconfused,soSbaniwasinhiscell

lastnight?

Bless-yeah,whereelsewouldhebe?

Nelly-oh...

Herheartsank,ifSbaniwasinhiscellthanthat

meansheneverwasinsidethehouse,itmeansshe

musthavedoneallthosefilesandwhenshewas

tiredshewenttobed,butthanwhobatheandfed

herkids?,wellitpossibleshemusthavedonethat

toobutcan'trememberjustlikeshecan'trecall

walkingherselftobed,hermotherwasright,she

reallywaslosingit.She'ssodesperatetobelieve

thathewastherewheninactuallyfacthewasn't,

whenrealityofhewon'tbethereforaaverylong

timesetinsheswallowedandheldherchest



strugglingtobreath...

Bless-(panicked)Nelly!!!,NELLY...

Nelly-I....can't.....breathe...

Hestoppedatthefrontyardandheldherhand

helpinghercontrolherbreathing...

Thenextday...

ATTHENDAWORARESIDENCE...

Nomusawalkedtothekitchenandstoppedonher

trackswatchingBlessmakinghimselfasmoothie

onlyinhisboxers,hereyestraveledthegorgeous

specimensbody.Shedoesn'tknowmuchabout

guyswithmusclesbutBlesslookedlikethoseOps

guysshesawinBab'Ndlovutv.Feelingtheheavy

eyesonhim,heturnsandNomusachokesand



startscoughing,shehadn'texpectedhimtoturnjust

yet...

Bless-(smiles)wellSawubonantombenhle..

Musa-(blushes)hi...

Hereyestravelbacktohisfinebody...

Bless-wellsorryfornotdressingup,Ididn'tthink

anyonewillbeawakeatthistime.

Musa-(clearsherthroat)bengizophuzaamanzi(I

wantedtodrinkwater)

Shewalkedtowardsthesinkbutbeforeshecoulddo

anythingheheldherarmandbroughtherbody

closertohisbody,shetrembledinhisembrace,she

broughtherfacedownnotwantingtostareathim

whentheyweresoclosetooneanother..



Bless-(whispersinherear)shouldIletyougo?

Shefoundherselflettingherhandstouchonhis

torsobeforeshecouldcomprehendwhatexactly

she'sagreedto,heheldhertightlyandsmilespulling

herchinupsoshecouldfacehim...

Bless-Ihavewantedtoholdyoulikethiseversince

youcamehere..

Nomusa-ngiyawathandaamashiyaakho(ilikeyour

eyebrows)

Bless-(laughs)really,Ijustsaid..nevermind,minaI

likeyourbodypressedtomines..

Shecouldfeelsomethingverybigandhardpressed

onherthighs,inherheadsheknewwhatitwasbut

herminddidn'twanttobelieveit.Blessbrushedher

cheeksandheldherpullingherfacesotheycould

kissbutbeforehislipscouldtouchhers,theyheard

footstepsmakingtheirwaytothekitchen,Nomusa



immediatelypulledbackfromhimandstoodbythe

sink.Bonolocametoviewwearingherboycut

pantiesandasmalltightvest,shealsohadasmall

silkygownbutitwasbearlycoveringanything..

Bonolo-oh,uhmIdidn'tknowyoutwowerealready

awake,

BlesseyestraveledtotherevealedpartsofBonolo's

body,hecursedhimselfinhisheadandturnedthe

otherwaybutBonolohadalreadyseenthevisible

boner.

Bless-(tookhisshake)wellIwillleaveyouladies

alone...

HeglancesatNomusawhohadherheaddownand

walkedoutofthekitchenmutteringfrustratedlyto

himself...



Bless-badtimingBons,badtiming...

BonolowatchedasNomusatookaglassand

walkedbacktothetap..

Bonolo-wehavebottlewateryouknow?

Nomusa-itokay,itjustwater..

Bonoloshakesherheadandwalkstothefridge

takingoutbottlewaterandhandedittoNomusa..

Nomusa-(smiledlightly)Ngiyabongasisi..

Bonolo-Did...didIinterruptsomething?

Nomusa-huh?!

Bonolo-youandBless?

Nomusa-(shakesherhead)Cha,bengifunaamanzi

(Iwantedwater)Ididn'tknowSbuwashere..

Bonolo-Idon'tknowZulu,Sbu?Who'sSbu?



Nomusa-(clearsherthroat)ohuhmBlessingbuthe

toldtocallhimSbu..

Bonolo-oh...

Nomusasmiledatherandwalkedoutthekitchen,

Bonolostaredatherthewholetime,shefeelslike

shekindofwalkedintosomethingbutsheshakes

herheadnotwantingtobelieveit.Hermindsgoes

backtoBlessboner,"Godhewasahugeguy,did

Nomusaseeittoo?Wasshethereasonwhyhis

peniswaserect?"Shethoughttoherself.She

consoledherselfbytellingherherselfthatitwasjust

anaturalmorningbonerbesidesNomusawasn't

wearinganythingrevealing...

ATSIPHOANDZANDILE'SHOUSE..

Zandilewashavinghercoffeeandreadinga

magazine,thekidsjustleftforschool.Siphowalked

inandsatoppositeher...



Sipho-morning..

Zah-(glancedather)morning...

...(silent)...

Sipho-(pourshimselfcoffee)thekidsgoneto

school?

Zah-yes..

...(silent)...

Sipho-yougoingtoworktoday?

Shestopsandlooksathim,thatwassuchadumb

questionseeingasshewaswearingherscrubs...



Zah-yes...

Sipho-(laughs)thatwasadumbquestionwasn'tit?

Zah-yeah...

...(silent)...

Zah-workinglateagaintoday?

Sipho-(clearshisthroat)uhmmaybe,Ithinkso...

Zah-okay..

...(silent)...

Sipho-thingsarehecticrightnowespeciallysince

Sbaniisgone,Nellyisstillonmaternity,besidesit

stillthebeginningoftheyear.WhenthingssettleI

promisetobehomemoreoftenandmakingitallup

toyouguys..

Zah-yeahIamsureyouwill..



Shegetsupandrinseshercupbeforegatheringher

bags,shewalkstohimandplacesahandonhis

shoulders...

Zah-well,Iwill

seeyoulater..

Sipho-(touchedherhandforasecondbeforeletting

go)haveagooddaymkami..

Shefrozehearinghimsaythat,onceaponatime

shelovedhearinghimsaythatbutnowitwasjusta

sillywordwithnofeelingsorevenmeaning.Sheheld

hertearsbackandwalkedoutsidetohercars..

InsideZenande'scar...



Zee-Isentyouawhatsapplastnight,whydidn'tyou

reply?.

Musa-(sighs)ngisayifundalefoni(Iamstilllearning

tousethisphone)

Zee-itprettyeasy,onceyouaprousingthat

SamsungJ5,webuyingyouaniPhone

Musa-myfriendMpumitalksaboutthatphonealot..

Zee-(smiles)youtalkalotaboutthisMpumicheek,I

thinkIamgoingtolikeher.

Musa-(smiles)uphaphilenjengawe..

Zee-(laughs)iyhooo,firingshotatmenow,youlow

keysavagewena..

Musa-isthisthepartwhereyoutalktoyourself..

Zee-(smiles)youseewhatImean,yousavage.

Onceyou'reperfectEnglishwewillbeableto

communicatebetter.Ihavetopickupsomeone

beforeIdropyoutoschool..

Musa-whatishername?

Zee-itnotagirlitaboy,Bandilehe'sactually



Blessingslittlebrother,hegoestoUKZNtoo,

Howardcampus..

Musa-okay..

Shewantedtoaskmoreaboutwhytheypickinghim

upbutthoughtitwouldn'tbeappropriate.Thecar

stoppedandhereyeslookedatthehugehouse

beforethem..

Musa-wow!!!

Zee-Iknowright,somepeoplearejustdamnlucky..

Musa-thisisbiggerthanmyschoolbackat

Mtshingwane..

Bandilewalkedoutthehousewithhisgymbagand

aredbatbackpack,hewaswearingallbag,anice

cleanfreshlyfadecut.Hisbodywasbuffbecauseof

rugby,hewalkedwithhislegsformingabracket,he

definitelywasalookerjustlikehisolderbrother,just

notasdarkasBlesswas,Bandilewasonthe



caramelside.Thebackpassengerdooropenedand

hegotin..

Bandile-ladies..

Zee-NdilethisisNomusa,girlthisisBandile,theguy

Iwastellingyouabout..

Bandile-(smiles)shouldIbehappythatIwasthe

topicoftwobeautifulladies..

Musa-(confused)awunayoimoto?(Youdon'thavea

car?)

Bandilemovedcloserandstuckhisheadlookingat

thegirlwhojustspokeherthoughtsoutloud,itwas

clearthatshemeanttosaythatinherheadbecause

rightafterthewordsescapedhermouth,shegasped

andlookeddownduetoembarrassment..

Zee-(laughs)hambaNomusa!!!!

Bandile-IdohaveacarbutIamhavinganewsound



systeminstalledinit...

Nomusanoddedandlookedoutsidehereyes

admiringthehugehouseagain,Zenandestartedthe

carwhileBandiletooktheopportunitytostareatthe

chubbycutegirlseatedinthefrontpassengerseat.

Shewaswearinganudesummerdress,thecolor

complimentedherskin,hesmiledandleanedback

onhisseatbuthishandbrushedNomusa'sshoulder

accidentally,shetookadeepbreathandcontinued

lookingoutthewindow..

Bandile-so,areyouladiesgoingtothefreshers

bash?SandileisperformingthereonFriday..

Zee-(excited)ifIhadn'tmetyouguysIprobably

wouldn'thavegonebutnow(looksatNomusa)I

havemorethanenoughofyou.

Bandile-soyoubothon?

Musa-(panicked)NO,Iamnoton..



BandileandZenandelookedateachotherandthan

lookedatthehorrifiedNomusa,realisingthatshe

interpretedtheword"on"incorrectlytheybothburst

outlaughing...

Bandile-(laughs)IthinkIamgoingtolikeyou..

Zee-(laughs)notthat"on",hemeansarewegoing

toapartywithhim,somethinglikeinkwaributonly

moreproperandapprovedbyschoolmanagement..

Musa-(embarrassed)(redcheeks)oh..

Zee-(smilesshakingherhead)yousocute...

RemembertoLIKEandCOMMENTalways
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ATNDAWORARESIDENCE...

AblackSUVparkedinthefrontyard,Moseswalked



outthecarasoneofhisguardsholdsthedoorfor

him...

Moses-(looksatman1)stayhere..

Man1-(nods)yesboss..

MoseswalksinsidethehouseandfindsBonolo,she

hadherearphonesonswayingherhipsfromsideto

sideassheenjoyedthemusic,hestoodbehindher

andtappedhershouldermakingherjump..

Bonolo-(screams)(holdsherchest)ohmyGod!!

WhenMatemaheardBonolo'sscreams,shemade

herwaytothelounge...

Matema-(looksatMoses)oh...(LooksatBonolo)I

heardyouscream,iseverythingokay?



Moses-(looksatMatema)thatwouldbemyfault,I

kindofscaredherabit.

Bonolo-sorryMa,Ihadmyearphoneson,Ididn't

hearMrGasawalkin..

Matema-Itoldyouaboutthosethings,(turnsto

Moses)Moses..

Moses-(smiles)Matema,canwetalk?

Matema-Iwashavingteainthegarden,wecantalk

there..

Henodsandmakeshiswaytowardsthegarden,

Matematakesadeepbreathandfollowshim..

Moses-howareyoudoing?

Matema-Iamokay,unjaniwena?

Moses-couldbebetter..

Matema-what'smissinginyourlife,youliterally

haveeverything..



Moses-(staresather)Idon'thaveeverything...

...(silent)...

Matema-(shrugs)wellwedon'talwaysgetwhatwe

wantnow,dowe?

Moses-(shakeshishead)wedon't...

...(silent)...

Matema-(shrugs)wellwedon'talwaysgetwhatwe

wantnow,dowe?

Moses-(shakeshishead)wedon't...

...(silent)...

Matema-(looksathim)Mo,whatareyoudoinghere?



Moses-isitsowrongthatIjustcametoseeyou..

Matema-Idon'tknow...

Moses-ImissyouTema..

...(silent)

Moses-(staresather)didyouhearwhatIsaid?I

saidImissyouTema,Ialwayshave.

Matema-(sighs)Ijustdon'tknowhowyouwantme

torespondtothat..

Moses-howaboutjustrespondwiththetruth..

Matema-ImissedyouuntilIlearntnottomissyou.

Moses-howareyoufeelingnow?Howareyou

feelingnowthatIamherewithyou?

Shegotupfromherchairandtooktwostepsaway

fromthepatio,shefoldedherarmsandstoodfacing

awayfromhim.MosesGasawasonepersonshe



hadhopetohopefullynotcrosspathwithagainnot

becauseshehatedhimbutbecausetheirpastwas

filledwithalotofheartacheandtears...

Matema-IfIsaidthewords"Imissyoutoo",what

exactlywillyougainfromthat?Idon'tunderstand..

Moses-nothingbutitwillbegoodtoknowthatIstill

affectyoujustlikeyourpresencestillaffectsmeso

much,itnotjustyourpresencebuteventhemention

ofyourname..

Matema-(turnstohimandshakesherhead)Don't,

pleasedon't..

Mosesstandsupandwalkstowardsher,hewas

abouttotouchherbutstoppedsheputherhands

outtostophim...

Matema-don'ttouchme..

Moses-(sighs)Ineverwantedtoleaveyou,Iloved

you,Istillloveyou,Iwasgoingtomarryyouandwe



weregoingtoraiseoursontogether.

Matema-(teary)Ileftmyfamilyforyouandforwhat?

Huh?

Moses-myfather,youknewhowhewasbutIwas

goingtomarryyoutooTema,youweregoingtobe

mywifetoo..

Matema-secondwife,Iwasn'tgoingtobeyourone

andonly,itwasnolongerjustgoingtobemeand

you.Ineverwantedanythingfromyoubutforyouto

justloveme,butmoneyandstatuswasmore

importanttoyou..

Moses-youknowIhadtomarryMarthabecauseit

madesenseformypoliticalcareer,herfamily...

Matema-(shouts)IDON'TCAREWHATHERFAMILY

WAS,IDON'TCARE!!!!....factissheisstillyourwife..

Moses-sheknows..

Matema-knowswhat?

Moses-sheknowsyouhavealwaysbeentheone,

sheknowshowmyheartstillbeatsjustbythe

mentionofyourname,sheknowsIstillloveyou..



Matema-Ifeelsorryforherthan..

Moses-Ilovehertoo,sheisagreatwoman,great

mother..

Matema-Idon'tneedtoknowhowgreatsheis,I've

heardenoughofhowgreatsheisfromyourfather.

Thatwhysheisyourwife,she's"great"...

Moses-whydidyoupretendtonotknowheron

Christmasday?

Matema-technicallyIdon'tknowherbutdidyou

wantmetobelike"heyIamthewomanwhoyou

tookherwholelifefrombecauseIwasn'tdimmedfit

andyouwere"great"intheeyesofyourfather

inlaw"..

...(silent)...

Moses-IamsorryTema..

Matema-ain'tweallsorry?IamalsosorryIwasn't

enough,IamsorrythatIwasnotworthyofbeing

yourwife,IamsorryI...



Hestepsclosertohershakinghishead,hegrabs

hershouldersandlooksstraightintohereyes..

Moses-STOP!!....don'ttalklikethataboutyourself..

Matema-whynot?Itwhatyoufatherthoughtabout

me..

Moses-maybebutIdidn'tthinklikethataboutyou,I

stilldon't,Temayoueverythingtome...

...(silent)...

Hecaresseshercheeks,hiseyesnotleavinghers,

sheblinkslettingthetearsfree,hemoveseven

closersthattheirbodiestouch,herhandstouchhis

chest,theemotionsgoingthroughthebothofthem

isunexplainable.Usinghisthumbhesoftlywipes

thetearsandbrushesherlipsontheprocess..



Moses-IknowIhavenorighttoholdyoulikethis,

lookatyoulikethisoreventellyouhowIfeelbutI

can'thelpit.Ifailedtostandupformyself,tostand

upforyou,Ifailedtobehonestwithmyselfandwith

myfatherbutIdon'twanttorepeatthosemistakes

today,Iwanttobehonestwithyourightnowinthis

moment.TemaIloveyou,ithasalwaysbeenyouin

myheart,inmysoul.Youknowifyouweretoask

metoleaveMartha(laughslightly)IwouldbutI

knowyouwouldneverdothattoanyone,because

younotthatkindofpersonbutIamaselfishman,if

thereisaslightestchanceofyouandmebeing

togetheragainIwouldtakeit..

Matema-(crying)(shakingherhead)wecan't,wecan

neverbetogetheragain..

Moses-(swallowe'dpainfully)okaybutIwon'tgive

uptrying,notwhenyouherenow,notwhenIhave

touchedyoulikethis,notwhenyourheartstillbeats

asfastasminesdoeswhenwetogetherlikethis..

Matema-(sniffs)please.....leave..

Moses-(whispered)Tema..



Matema-(shakesherheadcryingevenmore)leave,I

don'twantmysonfindingyouhere..

Hepainfullylooksatherbigmarbleeyesonemore

time,hecouldfeelthehurtinthepitofhisstomach,

she'ssoclosenowbutyetstillsofarawayfromhim.

Hehugsher,shehesitateforafewsecondsbutshe

hugshimbackcryingonhischest.Theystaylike

thatfor2minutesuntilshecallsherselfand

detachedherselffromhim...

Matema-(sniffsandwipeshertears)youknowyour

wayout..

Moseswasabouttoreachforheragainbutshe

slippedawayveryfast..

Moses-Tema!!!...



Hesighedandbrusheshisfacefrustratedly,he

madehiswayoutsidethehouseandfound

MaSiwela'scarparkednexttohisSUV,shewas

leaningonhercaralmostasifshehadbeenthere

forsometimewaitingforhim...

Moses-Matho..

MaSiwela-(looksathim)youhurtingherevenmore

youknow..

Moses-Iamnotdoingitonpurpose,Iloveher..

MaSiwela-(nods)Iknowbutyoumarriednowand

youneedtorespectherspace,haveyouthought

howdifficultitmustbeforher,ifitwashardjust

seeingyourfaceinthetvimaginehowharditbe

musttobeinthesameroomasyouandyourwife.

ShelovesyouMoses,Isawitinhereyeswhenwe

wereatchurchandwhenweallhaddinnertogether

butasmuchasshelovesyouandshe'snota

vindictivepersonsomewheredeepdowninhershe

holdssomeresentmentforyourwifeandforyou

aswell.Lookjustdon'tputtoomuchpressureonher



rightnow,giveherspaceandtalkwithyourwife,it

notfaironhertoo,Iknowyouhavegrowntolove

Martha,Idon'tyouwouldwanttohurthertoo.

Moses-(nods)...(Looksather)itwierdseeingyou

thisserious,Iamusedtothecrazysideofyours..

MaSiwela-(laughs)ohyouknowyoulovethecrazy..

Moses-(laughs)(shrugs)itrefreshing,how'sMr

Billionaire?

MaSiwela-(rollseyesandsmiles)he'sokay,always

thinkingofwaystomakemoremoney..

Moses-Ican'tbelieveyoumarriedanerd,prettygirls

alwaysfallforthebadguys,Ithinkyoumissedthe

memo..

MaSiwela-andthearrogantkhandakhulu

resurfaces..

Moses-(smiles)ubekwayinila?(Whatbringsyou

here?)

MaSiwela-IneedtotalktoMatema,Iwashoping

shecouldbabysitforNellytomorrow,itSbani's

courtdaytomorrow..



Moses-ohyeah...whydon'ttheZulu'snannybabysit?

MaSiwela-MavisalreadyhastobabysitZandile's

threekids,Ntombi'sdaughterwhoisahardfulland

thereistwootherkidsforSane,ittoomuch,besides

Matemaalwaysofferstobabysitforus..

Moses-(nods)Iamcomingtoo

MaSiwela-okay,haveyoutalkedtoyourdaughter?

Moses-(shakeshishead)facetofaceNobutIhave

calledafewtimes,wedidn'tspeakmuchIthinkshe

stillholdssomeresentmentforme..

MaSiwela-itcouldbethatshe'sstressedbecauseof

allthisSbanidrama..

Mosesswallowedandnodded...

MaSiwela-(looksathim)whatdidyoudo?

Moses-whatdoyoumean?



MaSiwela-youmadethatface,theguiltyface,

wenzeniMoses?

Moses-nothing,usuqalalokhuhlanyakwakho..

MaSiwela-Ihopeitnothing...

ATUKZN-(NelsonMandelaSchoolofMedicine

Campus)

"Comebythecarparking"

ShereadBlesstextandsmiledputtingherbooks

insideherbagandwalkedoutthelectureroom.It

wasnotabadfirstdaybutshehadn'tmadeany

friendsyet,everyoneinherlecturelookedserious

andfocusedsotherewasnotimetositandmingle

orevengettoknowoneanother.Shealsorealised

thathercampuswasn'tasbigasBandile'sor

Zenandes,Bandiletoldherthereasonwhyher

campuswasnotbusyandhadnovibeisbecauseall

thenerdsandboringkidsstudiedthere.Shedidn't



payattentiontohimbecausesitwasjusttypicalof

foraguylikehimtospeaklikethat.Asshecame

closertotheparkinglotshenoticedastrongfigure

learningtoasmallredcar,thefigurelookedlike

Blessbutitwasthecarthatconfusedher,"where

washisbigcar?"

Nomusa-Sbu?

Bless-(smiles)whyyoustandingsofar?Woza...

Nomusa-whereisyourcar?(Looksaround)

Hesmilesshakinghisheadandmovestowardsher,

circlinghisarmsaroundherwaist,herbodyfreezes

forafewsecondsbuthisstareandhisentoxicating

smellmakeshermeltsinhisarmsandherhands

findhischest...

Bless-Iwanttokissyou..



Sheblushesandlooksdown..

Bless-(kissesherforehead)willyouletme?

Shewasstillsolostinhissmellandhercheeks

werestillsoheatedupfromtheclosenessoftheir

bodiesandthekissthathejustplantedonher

forehead..

Bless-Musa!!!

Nomusa-hmmm...

Bless-IsaidIwanttokissyou,willyouletme?

Sheblushesandlooksaroundthem,noticingafew

student,somesheregconisefromherlecture

lookingatthem,shesighsfeelingembarrassed.

Whattheyweredoingwasinappropriatesincethey

werestandinginpublic...



Nomusa-(shakesherhead)nothere..

Bless-(frowns)whatnot?

Nomusa-abantubayisibukaSbu(peopleare

watchingSbu)

Bless-(sighs)okay,let'sgoIwanttospendsome

timewithyou..

Nomusa-Ihavealectureat15:00pm..

Bless-ngizokubuyisa,(heldouthishand)woza...

Theywalkasmalldistancehandinhand,Bless

opensthedoorforher...

Nomusa-(amazed)I'veonlyseencarslikethisina

magazine..

Bless-(smiles)uyayithanda?(Doyoulikeit?)

Nomusa-(smiles)inhlekodwaIdon'tthinkIcan

driveit..

Bless-itaFerrari,Iwon'ttellyouwhatmodelngoba



ngizovelengikulahlekisebutIamtestingdrivingit

forthedayandyougettoenjoyitwithme..

ThecarmakesaloudVroom,vroomearningafew

staresandattentionofstudentsasitmakeitway

outthecampus...

Girl1-somegirlsarejustlucky...

Girl2-(sighs)Iknowright...

Insidethekidscar...

Owethu-areyousleepingatmyhousetoday?

Noma-(shakesherhead)weallgoingtopapa's

housetoday..

Owethu-yeeey!!!Ican'twaittoeatMaviscookies..

...(silent)...



Owethu-(looksatNoma)areyouokay,youalways

quietnow?

Noma-(teary)Imissmydaddy..

SJputshistabletonhislapandturnstohissister...

SJ-Isawdadatnighttheotherday..

Noma-(wipeshertearsandsmiles)metoo,he

promisedtobuymeicecreamwhenhecomesback..

SJ-(smiles)yousawhimtoo?...

Nomanodsandtheybothsmiletoeachother...

SJ-mymomandgogodidn'tbelieveme..

Noma-(sad)metoo..



...(silent)...

Owethu-(looksatthem)(opensherchips)yourdad

isgoingtojail..

Owethugaspsandputsheronehandonhermouth,

shewasn'tsupposetosaythat,shehadoverheard

hermomtalkonthephone...

Noma-(frowns)youlying..

SJ-(annoyed)Shutup!!!!Ourdadwentonabusiness

trip,rightNoma?

Noma-(nods)yeah..

Owethu-(shrugs)Iheardmommytalkonthephone

andshesaidyourdadisinjail..

SJangrilygrabsOwethuchipsandemptiesthe

packetonthefloorbeforestampingonthechips,

Owethucriesandherbrotherstrytopickthesmall



chipsbutNomamovesfromherseatandstampson

themtoo...

Owethu-(crying)mychips...

SJ-thatwhatyougetforlyingaboutourdad...

Noma-(angry)yes...

SJ-youdon'tneedthechipsanyway,youtoobig

already...

Thedriverlooksatthecommotiongoingonatthe

backofthecarandsighs,everydayitlikethis,he

usedtothinkNomawasthebullybutnowevencute

ChubbyOwethuhasgrownamouthinfactallthe

kidshavegrownevenmorebold.Heglancesat

themonemoretimeandfocusesontheroad...

RemembertoLIKEandCOMMENTalways
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ATTHANDEKA'SFLAT...

Thedriverparksthecar,heturnstoSJ...

Driver-bequick,Iwasn'tsupposetopassby

anywherebutincaseyouwantedtopassherIwas

toldtogiveyouthis(handshimanenvelope)give

thattoyourmomorgrandmother..

SJ-(unbuckleshisbelt)okay

Heopensthedoorandwalksoutbuthequickly

comesbackandlooksatOwethuandhertwo

brothers..

SJ-younotgoingtojumpmysisterareyou?

Owethu-(shrugs)wedon'tknow,wedon'tmake

promisesthatwecan'tkeep,isn'tthatoneofyour

dad'slessonNoma?

Noma-(annoyed)whyisyourmouthevenopened?



Doyouwantmetoshutitforyou?

Sanele-(looksatSJ)wewon'tfightbro..

Owethu-(annoyed)who'ssideareyouonSanele?

Areyoumybrotherortheirs?

Sanelesighs,himandhisbrotherdon'thaveproblem

withSJandNomabuttheyjustfightfortheirsister

becauseNomanowhasSJ..

Driver-That'sit,SJtakeyoursisterwith,Iamnot

sittinganotherhourlisteningtoyoukidsjumpeach

other..

Nomaunbucklesherseatandgetoutthecar,they

maketheirwaytotheelevator..

Noma-(frowns)whywereyouspeakingtotheboys

again?

SJ-whatdoyoumeanwhy?Theymybrothers..



Noma-weinwarwiththem(rollseyes)youdon't

speakwiththeenemy...

SJ-(shakeshishead)youdelusional,Ionlyshut

Wethuupbecauseshewaslyingaboutdad,nowI

amcool.Don'texpectus"men"tojumpinyourpetty

littlegirlsfights..

Noma-some"man"you're...

Heglancesathissisterandshakeshishead,Noma

surereallywasahandfulbuthemadeapromiseto

theirdadtoprotectandnotfightwithher.Itwas

goingtobeveryhardforthetwosiblingstonot

bickerheadsbuthisdaddidwarnhimaboutthe

possibilityofNomalashingoutduetoherfeeling

hurtoroverwhelmed...

SJ-Iamtryingsohardnottofightwithyouheresis..

Noma-(gritsherteeth)andIamtryingsohardnotto

callyoustu...badnames...



Helaughslookingather,heconcludesthatitwas

probablyapromiseshemadetotheirdadtonotcall

him"bad"names.TheyfinallymakeittoSJ'sfloor,

heopensthedoortotheirplaceandtheybothwalk

inside...

MrsZwane-(loud)BAFANAISTHATYOU?

SJ-yesgogo..

Theyfindhisgrandmotherinthekitchencooking,

shesmileslookingathimbutsmilesevenmore

whensheseesthelittlegirlwithhim...

MrsZwane-(smiles)who'sthiscutegirl?

SJ-That'sNomagogo,ismombackyetfromwork?

MrsZwane-(shakesherhead)Nobaby,(looksat

Noma)(smiles)helloNomaIamBafana's

grandmother..

Noma-SJ'snameisBafana?



MrsZwane-(laughs)itaspecialnamethatIonlycall

himwith,come...

Shepicksherupandplacesheronthecounter

chair...

MrsZwane-Doyoulikemilk?

Noma-(smiles)yes..

MrsZwane-(smiles)GoodbecauseIhavesome

oreobiscuitsthatgowellwithmilk..

Noma-(clapsherhands)yeeyy!!!..

MrsZwanepourssomemilkwhichonlyreacheshalf

oftheglassandgivesNomafourOreobiscuits...

Noma-thankyougogoka...

MrsZwane-(smiles)Iamyourgogotoo..

Noma-thankyougogo...



MeanwhileinsideSJ'sroom...

MrsZwanewalksin...

MrsZwane-DoesNoma'smomknowshe'shere?

SJ-ourdriveriswaitingforusdownstairsgogo..

MrsZwane-youleaving?BafanaIdon'tremember

yourmothertellingmeanythingaboutthis?

SJ-(giveshertheenvelope)ourdrivertoldmeto

handthistoyouormomincaseyouasked

questions,gogoIwanttogo,weallsleepingat

Mkhulu'shousetoday,Idon'twanttobeleftout...

MrsZwane-(sighs)okay,Iwilltellyourmother...

Heexcitedlyhugshisgrandmotherandcontinues

takingwhathewillneed...



ATUKZN(NelsonMandelaSchoolofMedicine

Campus)..

Nomusawasseatedinaemptylectureroom,her

lessonwassupposetostartin10minutes,she

foundherselfthinkingabouttoday.Theyhaddriven

aroundthecitywellthatSbutoldherandthanthey

wenttosomefancyrestaurant,shecan'tremember

whatnameitwasbuttheyhadtheirlunchthereor

andnotforgettinghowtheykissedeachotheralot

andshelikedit.Shewassofocusedscrollingonthe

AppthatZenandemadeherdownload,shesaidit

"Instagram"anditwhereshewouldfindeverything

coolandwhereherinspirationforfashionormake

upwillcomefrom.Whenshehadabaghitthedesk

sheliftedhereyesupandnoticedthatagirlwearing

glasseshadsatnexttoher...

Girl-(smiles)hi..

Nomusa-(smiles)hi..

Girl-(clearsherthroat)SmisoNkosi..



Nomusa-(shakesherhead)Cha,IamNomusaThusi

notSmi...

Shestopswhensherealizedthatthegirlwas

introducingherselftoher,thisisexactlyhowMpumi

andBandilehadtoldherthatherfirstfriendwill

introducethemselves,shesmiled,asenseofrelief

andhappinessburstintohera"friend"shewas

goingtomakea"friend"anditwasonlyherfirstday,

suddenlyshewasexcitedaboutthejourneyahead.

Smiso-(smilesandlaughs)okay!!!NowIknowwhy

mylittlebrotheralwayscallsmeaweirdo..

Nomusa-huh?Imeanngiyaxolisaitjust...

Smiso-(smiles)itokay,Igetit,Itendtohavelong

conversationsinmyheadtoothatIzoneoutand

findmyselfsmilingaloneandpeoplelookingatme

asifIhavegonemad.SoNomusaThusiwhereare

youfrom?

Nomusa-eMtshingwane,wena?



Smiso-kwaMakhutha,townshipwhichisnear

AdamsandAmanzimtoti,Ihaveneverheardof

eMtshingwanebefore?

Nomusa-itavillagenear,ngaseMbumbulu..

Smiso-wellIknowwhereMbumbuluis,soyoutravel

everyday?

Nomusa-(shakeshead)Iliveinthecitynow..

Smiso-(smiles)okaywhichflatdoyoulivein?MinaI

stayeSouthpointstudentresidence..

Shewasabouttorespondwhensheremembered

sheactuallyhasnoideawhereshelives,shenever

askedthenameoftheplace,fearinghowstupidshe

wouldlookinfrontofSmisonow,theonlyfriend

she'smanagedtomake..

Nomusa-canItellyousomething?

Smiso-(nods)sure..

Nomusa-(sighs)angilaziigamalalendawoengihlala



kuyo(Idon'tknowthenameoftheplaceofwhereI

stay)..

Smiso-(confused)okay(laughs)wellMusaIam

givingyouhomeworktoday,kusasauzobuya

ungitsheleigamalendawoohlalakuyo(tomorrow

youwilltellmethenameoftheplacewhereyou

live)..

ShenodsatherandtheybothlaughwithSmiso

makingjokesabouthernotknowingthenameofthe

placewhereshelives..

Nomusa-soarewefriends?

Smiso-(nods)(smiles)yeah,IlikeyouandIthinkmy

momwillapproveofyou,shehasneverlikedanyof

myfriendbefore..

Nomusa-(laughs)ubabaisthesame,verystrict

villageman..

Smiso-sohowareyougettinghome?Ifyoudon't

knowtheplacewhereyougoing,howareyougetting



there?

Nomusa-Zenandewillpickmeup...

Smiso-whoisthat?

Shewasabouttosayfriendbutrememberedthat

Zenandetoldherthattheyweresisters..

Nomusa-wesister's..

Smiso-(nods)okay,sothissisterofyoursstaysin

thecitywithyou?

Nomusa-No,itreallyconfusingbutIwilltellyou

everythingintime..

Smiso-okayfriend..

Theywereabouttostarttalkingagainbutthe

lecturerenteredtheroomandthatwhenNomusa

realisedthattheywerenolongeralonebutalmost

halfoftheseatswerenowoccupiedwithstudents,

shemadeeyecontactwithoneoftheguyswhowas



seated7seatsawayfromher,hewavedather,

Nomusasmiledandwavedback...

ATVIRGINACTIVEGYM...

Nellyhadchangedhergymsessionstolaterinthe

afternoon,shecannolongermanagetogymearlyin

themorningbecauseNkanyeziandNsikaneeded

herandhergympartnerSbaniwasnolongerthere,it

wasn'trighttodoitwithouthim,themorning

sessionswerejusttoopainfulforherasitreminded

hersomuchofhim.Shejustcamefromanintense

workout,itwaslegdaytodayandhertrainerwasn't

lenientatall.Shewasmakingherwaytothechange

roomswhenhereyeslandedonSiphocomingoutof

thesonaroombuthewasn'talonehewaswith

Craig..

Nelly-(confused)Craig??



Shewatchedasthetwomenconversewitheach

otheroblivioustotheirsurroundings,shehasn'tseen

Craigeversincetheywentoutclubbingtogether,the

twomenwereallsmileschattingawaynaked,well

notreallybuttheyhadwhitetowelswrappedaround

themsotheywerebasicallynaked,besidesnobody

enterstheSonaroomdressed.Shemadeherway

towardsthem,whenshewasadistancecloseto

themSiphonoticedherandjumpedmovingfurther

awayfromaconfusedCraig...

Sipho-Nellywhatareyoudoinghere?

Nelly-(raiseshereyebrows)whatamIdoinghere?

Thatadumbquestiondon'tyouthink?ConsideringI

amhereforthesamereasonastowhyyouhere..

Sipho-(laughslightly)right,itjustIrememberyour

timestobeearlyinthemorningwithmybrother..

Nelly-yeahwellthatwasbeforeIbecomeamother,

mymorningsnowarefullydedicatedtomykids.You

changedgymvenuetoo?Imeanthereisavirgin

activebranch10minutesawayfromyourplace..



Sipho-actuallyNo,IwasaroundtheareaandI

thoughtwhynot..

Nelly-(looksathimandnods)(turnstoCraig)long

timenosee...

Craig-uhmmyeah...(swallows)Iamsorryabout...

Nelly-(shakesherhead)itfine,Idon'twanttotalk

aboutthatnight...

BothCraigandSiphotenseup,theyweretryingto

readherfacialexpression,toseeifdidshesuspect

anythingoranysignsthatcouldgivethemaclueof

whatshewasthinking..

Nelly-althoughIwouldliketoknowhowyoutwo

knoweachother?

Sipho&Craig-wemeetatgolf,businessmeeting...

Theybothtalkedatthesametimebutbothsaid

differentthings,shelookedatthemwiththefaceof



"whichiswhich?"

Sipho-(sighs)itwasthebusinessmeetingfirstthan

wemetagainatgolf..

SiphostaredatCraigwiththeeyesthatsaid"back

whatIjustsaidup"butCraigwassickoftheliesand

sickofSipho'sbullyingtendencies...

Craig-actuallywemetbackinvarsitybutthisone

heredoesn'trememberthatbecauseitwasaparty

andwewereallprettywasted...

Nelly-andyetyouremember?

Craig-Iwasn'tthatdrunkplusIhaveaphotographic

memory..

Nelly-hmmmokay,wellitwasniceseeingyoutwoI

guess..

Sipho-(nods)bestrongfortomorrow..

Nelly-(takesadeepbreath)thanks...



SheacknowledgesCraigandwalkstothechange

roomsleavingthetwomenstanding,assoonasshe

isoutofsighttheybothreleasedeepbreathsthat

theydidn'tevenknowhowtheyheldthislong..

Sipho-whatthefuckwasthat?"Wemetinvarsity"

Craig-itthetruth,Iamtiredofthelies,itwasstupid

tolieaboutsomethingsosmallashowwemet.

Sipho-areyouanidiotoryouchoosetojustactlike

one?Thatwomanisnotstupid,whatifthatbrainof

hersputstwoandtwotogether..

Craig-she'snotsuspectinganything,yousawher

face..

Sipho-(brusheshisfacefrustratedly)youdon'tknow

herlikeIdo,(thinking)shedownplayedthewhole

clubscene,she'sontosomething..

Craig-wellifshe'sontosomethingthanmaybeit

maybebecauseoftheclubscene,didyourbrother

tellherexactlywhathappened?..



...(silent)...

Sipho-Ihavetogo...

Hedoesn'tevenwaitforCraigtorespondashe

makeshiswaytothemenchangerooms...

ATTHANDEKA'SFLAT....

Shewalkedinsideherplace,takesoffhershoesand

walksbarefootallthewaytotheloungeareawhere

shefindshermotherwatchingtheboldandthe

beautiful...

Thandeka-SawubonaMa..

MrsZwane-(looksather)longday?

Thandeka-(throwsherselfinthecouch)youhaveno



idea,Idon'tunderstandhoweverydaypeoplefillup

thebank,Iwillneverunderstand,todaywasworse

evenourlunchbreakwascutinhalfduetohowlong

thelinesineachbanksectionwere..

MrsZwane-wellthanityourluckydaybecauseI

cookedyourfavourite,uJeqenoBhontshisi..

Thandeka-(smiles)ifyoukeepthisupImightnotlet

yougobacktoJoburg,(looksaround)where'sSJ?

MrsZwane-he'snothere,he'sathisgrandparents

house,apparentlyallthegrandchildrenarehavinga

sleepovertheresohewantedtogotoo..

Thandeka-(fuming)withwho'spermission?The

Zulu'sarenowpushingit..

MrsZwane-(sighs)hereallywasexcitedaboutthis

andhislittlesisterwasheresoIdidn'twanttobreak

hisheart..

Thandeka-(angry)Iamgoingtofetchhim,thisis

unacceptableNomamathesepeopleneedtoknow

theirplace,afterthisstuntIhaveaverygoodideato

permenantlytakeSJawayfromthem..



MrsZwane-justlettheboybe,he'sfinallywithhis

familydon'ttakethatawayfromhim.Ihatehis

fatherforwhathedidtomylittlegirlbutIwillnot

punishBafanaforhisfather'ssinsandyoushouldn't

either..

ShehandshertheenvelopethatSJgaveher...

MrsZwane-Bafanagavemethistogiveyou,itwas

sealedsoIdidn'twanttoopenit..

Thandeka-(frowns)what'sthis?

MrsZwaneshrugsandwalkstothekitchensoshe

coulddishforthebothofthemwhileThandekasits

onthecouchandopenstheenvelope...

Thenextday....

RemembertoLIKEandCOMMENTalways
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ATTHEZULURESIDENCE...

Everybodywasdressedforthedayahead,gathered

aroundthetableforbreakfast,itbeenaveryquiet

morning,besidesthemorninggreetingsnobodyhas

insistedonstartingaconversationandtheyall

preferredtostayintheirsilenceastheyalltryto

preferthemselvesforwhat'sahead...

MrsZulu-(looksatherwatch)(looksatZandile)is

Siphomeetingisincourtorwillhedriveherefor

breakfast..

Zandile-Idon'tknowMa,wedidn'treallytalkthis

morning..

MrsZulunodsandlooksaroundthetable,hereyes

landedonShaka,hisdistresswasawfullyvisibleas

hewaslightincomplexion,sheknewhowhersonis



probablylettingguilteathiminside,eventhoughit

nothisfaultbutknowingShaka,hemustprobably

feellikehefailedhisbrother..

MrsZulu-(sighs)Shaka...

...(silent)...

MrsZulu-Shaka,babyitnotyour...

Shaka-(shakeshishead)notnowmom,Idon'twant

tohearit..

MrsZulu-(nods)okay..

Sane-Istillcan'tbelievehedidit,hemurdered

somebody..

MrZuludroppedhisspoononhisbowlandhuffed

lookingdown,everybodystoppedeatingandlooked

atSane,hercommenthadcaughteveryoneoff

guard,italmostlikeeverybodyhadsweptthewhole



reasonwhySbaniwasgoingtojailforundercarpet

butnowthatSanehadvoiceditout,theirbodies

cringe.MrZulusippedhiscoffeeonemoretimeand

leftthetable...

Sizwe-(brushesSane'sthigh)Idon'tthinkthatwasa

politethingtosay..

Sane-whatyoumeannot"polite"?Iwasjustvoicing

outmythoughts,forgivemeifIjusthaveahardtime

graspingthefactthatmybigbrother,theperson

whohasprotectedandlovedmealltheseyears,

someonewhocontinuestolookoutformeis

actuallyamur...

Shaka-(annoyed)SHUTUP!!!Wedon'treallyneed

yourjudgementrightnow,canyoujustrefrain

yourselffromactinglikeaspoiltentitledbitchjust

foroneday,thisdayisnotaboutyou,ourbrother

maybesenttoprisontodayandallyouwanttodois

sithereandjudgehim,crucifyhimforhismistakes

asifyou'reasaint.Whojudgesyouforyour

mistakes?Whocrucifiedyouforthewayyouwent



aboutgettingyourhusband?Who...

MrsZulu-(Bangsthetable)ENOUGH!!!!...

Sane-(fuming)(LOOKSATSHAKA)HOWDAREYOU?

Don'tactsorighteousShakabecausewebothknow

thatlittlepartofyouishappythatSbanimightbe

awayforalongtime,thatgivesyouachance,a

chancetogetclosertoNellyright?

Shaka-Shutup!!Youdon'tknowwhatyoutalking

about..

Sane-(laughs)Idon'tknowwhatIamtalkingabout?

Wellthisbratain'tblondebrother,Iseethewayyour

eyeslustoverher,Iseethewayyoulookatherwhen

youthinknooneiswatchingbesidesyourheartbeat

givesyouawayeverytimeshe'snexttoyou,itbeats

soloudandfastyou'dswearyourunninga

marathonIamsurprisedshehasn'tpickedthatup...

Shaka-(angry)(looksatSizwe)SHUTYOURSTUPID

WIFEUP..

Sizwe-Sanethisisnotthetime..

Sane-WHYNOT?HEWANTSPOINTSOUTMY



BUSINESSNOWHECAN'TSUCKHISUP,FIRSTHE

SLEEPSWITHSBANI'SWIFENOWHE'SLUSTING

OVERHISGIRLFRIEND/BABYMAMA(Clapshands)

wowbrotherI...

MrsZulu-(staresatSane)SHUTYOURMOUTH...

Sane-buthe...

MrsZulu-(clenchedherteeth)ISAIDSHUTTHE

FUCKUP...

...(silent)...

MrsZulu-Whatisitwiththisfamily?Wecan'thavea

peacefulmealwithoutanyofyoujumpingeach

other.Isthishowwebroughtyouup?Isitallthe

privilegesthatmakingyouallloserespectforone

anyother?WearetheZulufamily,itnotinourblood

tobreakeachotherbutourbloodissothickthatno

matterwhat,nomatterthecircumstances,together

westand,togetherwearestrongerandtogetherwe

willriseaboveourenemies.Nowtellmehowcanwe



bestrongwhenwefightingourselves,whenwe

judgingandcrucifyingourown?NowIknowwhat

yourbrotherdidis....(takesadeepbreath)

Zandile-disgusting,terrifying,unacceptable,there

reallyisnowaytodescribehisbehaviorbesidesthat

ofananimalbuthe'snotjustanyanimal,he'sno

straydog,he'sfamily,he'saZulu..

MrsZulu-(nods)yes,(teary)weverydisappointedin

him,he'sletusdownandrightnowhe'snotour

favouritepersonbuthe'sgoingtogothroughthe

most,hewillsuffertheconsequencesofhisactions,

inhissufferingheneedstoknowthatwehaven't

turnedourbacksonhim,heneedstoknowthatwe

haven'tgivenuponhim.Weneedtogivehima

reasontofightsohecancomebacktous...

Ntombi'sheelsclickasshewalksuptothem,she's

beenstandingbythepassageandlisteningto

everything,theyallturnandlookather...

Ntombi-Sanibona...



Theyallnodather,MrsZuluwalksuptoherand

hugsher..

MrsZulu-howareyoufeeling?

Ntombi-(sighs)Idon'tknow,IamhurtbutIamalso

scaredbutmyparentsarrivedyesterdaysoIwasin

comfortinghands.

MrsZulu-aretheyalsocomingtocourt?

Ntombi-(nods)yeah,theyoutsidehavingachatwith

BabaandBaba'Nganono..

Everyone'seyeswidenatthementionofNganono..

Shaka-Baba'NganonoisherebutIthoughthe

couldn'thelpus..

Ntombi-(shrugs)wellhe'soutside..

Zandile-(looksatNtombi)shouldIpouryoucoffee?



Ntombi-(shakesherhead)ohNo!!!Iamfinesisi,

ungazihluphingami,besengidlile(don'tworryabout

me,I'vealreadyeaten)..

ZandilekeepshereyesonNtombiwhileshegiveher

thelookof"wewilltalklater".Ntombi'sparents,Mr

ZuluandNganonoallmaketheirwayinsidethe

house.Afterafewminutes,everybodywasnow

gatheredinsidethelounge...

MrsZulu-(looksatNganono)haveyouchangedyour

mindabouthelpingSbanisezwe?

Nganono-MakotiyouforgetthatIamnotiNyanga,I

donotperformmiracles,Ionlydelivermessages

thattheancestorswantmetoo,Iwarned

Sbanisezweaboutthis,wanyathelakancane,now

thereisn'tanythingthatIcandobuthopeforthe

bestjustlikeyou.Althoughluckyforhimtwodays

backIwasshownherbs,Imadehimadrinkthatwill

strengthenhim(smiles)hewouldhaveraisedavery

smartdaughter,ThingoisnothinglikeIhaveever



seenbefore..

MrZulu-youcanseeher?

Nganono-(nods)onlywhenitnecessary,notonly

amIhereforSbanibutIneedtoseeNkanyezitoo..

MrsZulu-why?Istheresomethingwrongwithher?

Nganono-Ithinkweshouldgetgoing,ain'tthese

thingsstrictontime..

MrsNgcobo-Ithinkweshouldpraybeforeweallgo,

weneedtoasktheLordtoaccompanyusonthis

journeyandalsotoprotectMkhwenyanaforus..

Theyallheldhandsandbowedtheirheadsas

ReverendNgcobo(MrNgcobo)leadthemtoprayer...

ATTHESTATION...

Sbanilookedatherselfinthemirroronemoretime

beforeturningtoBlesswhowasalreadystaringat

hisfriend...



Sbani-younotgoingtocryonmenowareyou?

Bless-(smiles)shutup,youlookdapperforaman

goingtoprison..

Sbani-(laughs)wellIguessitwhatIneedasfor

God'sknowhowlongbutaftertodaytheonly

clothesorcolourthatIwouldbewearingisOrange..

Bless-wellyouknowwhattheysayOrangeisthe

newblack...

...(silent)...

Bless-howareyoufeelingthough?

Sbani-youwantthetruth?

Bless-(nods)yeah..

Sbani-Iamscared,butnotbecauseIamgoingto

prisonbutbecauseIdon'tknowwhatisitthatgoing

tohappen,Iguessittheuncertaintythatnotsettling

wellwithme.



Bless-youdoknowthatthejudgeisn'tgoingtogive

hisrulingtoday(smileslightly)soyoumightgeta

chancetolookdapperinanothersuitagain..

Sbani-(laughs)wellIlookforwardtothatday..

Bless-(hugshim)nomatterwhat,Igotyoubrother..

Sbani-(tightenthehug)Iknow,Iknow...

Theypullapartandholdeyecontactforafew

secondsuntiltheydecidetobrohugagainand

walkouttheroomheadingtowhereJacksonwas...

Bless-Iwantedyoutoridewithmebutthesemother

fuckersain'ttakingchances..

Sbani-(smirks)goodbecauseyouwouldhave

turnedbothofusintofugitivesontherun..

Bless-(laughs)itactuallywasn'tabadidea..

Theybothlaugh...



Sbani-itahorribleone,moredumbthantheoneI

madewhenIturnedmyselfin(shakeshishead)..

Bless-soyoudoagreethatturningyourselfinwasa

dumbmove?

Sbani-(fistshishand)(clencheshis

teeth)sometimesIthinkmaybeIshouldhavejust....

(calmshimselfdown)youknowwhatitdoesn'teven

matter...

Bless-(looksathim)whatdidyouwanttosay?

Sbani-Idon'tthinkyouwilllikeitsoletjustdropit..

...(silent)...

Bless-sometimesyouwishyoucouldhavejustputa

bulletintoMoseshead..

Sbanistopsandlooksathim...



Bless-(shrugs)youseemtoforgetthatIknow

everythingaboutyou,sometimesIeventhinkwe

havebeenfriendssolongandsoclosethatour

bondhasturnedintosometelepathicshit..

Sbani-yeahandIdon'tlikeit,itfreaksmeout..

Bless-yourightthough,Idon'tliketheideaof

puttingabulletthroughMosesheadnotbecausehis

stupidbigheadismyfatherbutbecauseitwould

havebeenavery,verydumbthingtodo.

Sbani-Iknow...

ATZIMBALIESTATE...

Shewokeuptothewholehousefilledwithroses,it

beenaverybleakmorningevenwithalltheflowers

andthattodaywasher27thbirthday,shewasn't

happy,shecouldn'tevenfakeasmile.Shewas

alreadydressedforcourt,hermotherhadtriedtoget

hertoeatbutshedeniedher,shewasn'thungryat



all,shedidn'teventrytoputmakebecauseevery

nowandthantearswillspringouthereyesandshe

wouldbeasilentlycryingagain....

Zee-sis,yousureyoudon'twanttoeatanything?

Nelly-(nods)yeah,don'tyouwanttoborrowmynavy

peeptoeheel?Theywouldlookgreatwithyour

dress..

Zee-(smiles)Iwasactuallyheretoaskyoufor

them..

Nelly-(sniffsandlaughslightly)whyamInot

surprised..

Zee-youlovemethough,(looksattheflowers)Iam

goingtostealabouquettoo..

Nelly-(buriesherfaceonherhands)(sniffs)myheart

hurts...(teary)ithurtssobad..

ZenandewasalarmedbyNelly'ssuddenconfession,

shewasn'tonetotalkaboutherfeelings,eversince

Sbaniturnedhimselfinshehadn'ttalkedabouthow



shefeels.Theywouldseehercryinghereandthere

butshewouldn'tquicklywipethetearsandputa

bravefaceonbuttodayitlikeshehasnocontrol

overheremotions,shehasbeencryingsince

3:00amthismorningandshe'sstillcryingevennow...

Zee-(movescloserandbrushesherback)youknow

itgoingtohurtforalongtimeanditokaybabe..

Nelly-(crying)sometimesithurtssomuchthatI

can'tbreathandsomedaysIwishIwouldstop

breathingbecauseIcan'tstandit,ittoomuch,itcuts

deeptomycore,whydoesithurtthismuch?...

Zenandedidn'trespondtoherbuthuggedherright

assheletitallout,itwaspainfulseeingherlikethis,

shewasoneofthestrongestpeoplesheknew,

MaSiwelaindicatedtoherthatitwastimethey

madetheirwaytocourt,shesighedandwhispered

toherearthatitwastime.Nellytookawiperand

wipedhertearsbeforeblowinghernose...



Nelly-(looksathermom)canyoudrive?

MaSiwela-ofcoursebaby,yourbrotherswillmetus

incourt..

Nelly-(nods)NkanyeziandNsika?

MaSiwela-BridgetdroppedthemoffatBlessings

house..

Nelly-Godremindmetoraisethatgirlspay,she

doesmorethanshe'srequiredtodoforme..

MaSiwela-shecares,Ithinkshewouldmakeagood

friend..

Nelly-(laughslightly)youandrecruitingfriendsfor

me..

MaSiwela-(smiles)youwillthankmeoneday,

(holdsherhand)youstrongerthanyouknowbaby..

Shehugshermomandburiesherfaceonher

mother'sneck...

Nelly-(teary)thankyousomuchmom,youmyrock,



Iloveyou...

MaSiwela-(smiles)Iloveyoutoobaby..

Theypullapartandwalkoutsidetothecar,once

insideitallquiet,Nellysitsonthebackandstares

outsidethewindow,holdinghertearsin,sheshuts

everythingoutandsinksintoherowndarkspace...
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ATTHENDAWORARESIDENCE...

Matemawassittingonherrockingchairoutsidein

thepatio,singingtoNkanyeziwhoforsome

unknownreasonwasveryrestlesstoday.Nomusa

walkeduptohercarryingatraywithporridge,

Matemasmiledandlookeduptoher...



Matema-(smiles)ohchildyoudidn'thavetoo,we

havemaidslaekhayaforthatjob.

Nomusa-(placedthetraynexttoher)akunankinga

Ma,Icookumdokonjaloekuseniekhaya..

Matema-(smiles)wellinthatcasethankyou,I

haven'thadipharishilempuphoinalongtime,all

theyevergivemeisthoseinstantporridges..

Nomusa-(smiles)Ididn'tknowhowyouliketoeatit

songivalengalethayonkeinto,wehaverama,

peanutbutter(smileswidely)whichismyfavourite

andthanIputsomelemons,ugogoekhayaulithanda

nolamula(mygrandmotherbackhomelikesitwith

lemon)...

Matema-whenIwasachildIusedtohaveitwith

lemontoobutIwasn'tallowedtousethelemons

ngobatheywereformygrandmother.(Laughs)

kodwanjengenganeIusedtostealthelemons..

Nomusa-(laughs)mybrothersdoesthatalot,

ucabangaukuthiugogoakazibutsheknows..

Matema-(laughs)justlikeme,Ithoughtmy

grandmotherdidn'tknowbutsheknew,theonesI



usedtostealwerelemonswhichsheplacedforme

soIcouldfindthem,her'swerehiddeninherown

secretplace..

Nomusa-(laughsloudly)soyouusedtostealyour

ownstash?

Matema-(laughs)(nods)cabanganje!!!(Smiles)

that'sthebeautyofgrandparentsmychild,

everythingtheysayordoisalwaysalifelesson.I

thoughtIwascleverkantiallalongIwasplaying

myself,gogoalwayshadtheupperhand,Iwas

playingrightintohertrapandIdidn'tevenknowit

(looksather)whereisyourbowl?

Nomusa-IwasgoingtoeatinthekitchenMa..

Matema-nonsense,takeyourbowlandcomeeat

withme..

Nomusa-(smiles)okay..

ShewalkstothekitchenandfindsBonoloeatingher

porridgewhichshehadlefttocooloff..



Bonolo-(looksup)ohhey..

Nomusastaresatherandthanatthebowlin

Bonolo'shands..

Bonolo-(clearsherthroat)uhmmwas...wasthis

yours?

Nomusa-(nods)Ileftitkhonalizophola..

Bonolo-ummIamsorry,Ithoughtthechefleftither

forme(laughslightly)althoughInowsoundsilly

obviouslythechefcouldn'thaveleftitbecause...

Nomusapulledherhandupstoppingtherambling

Bonolo...

Nomusa-kulungile,Iwilljustpoursomeformyself..

Bonolo-(wideneyes)youmadeit?

Nomusa-(nods)yeah..



Bonolo-oh..uhmmittastesnice,Ilovethepeanut

buttertasteaswell..

Nomusanodsandwalkstopourherselftherestof

theporridgewhichwasleft,addedthreescoopsof

blackcatpeanutbutter.Shewasabouttopass

Bonolowhenshestoppedher...

Bonolo-Uyaphi?(Whereyougoing?)Won'tyoueat

withme?

Nomusa-Sbu'smotheraskedmetoeatwithher,do

wanttocometoo?

Bonolo-uhmm,sure..

Nomusasmilesandwalksaway,Bonolorollsher

eyesandstandsupwalkingafterNomusa..

Bonolo-(mutteringtoherself)(imitatingNomusa's

voice)Sbu,Sbu..



Afterthatsheimmediatelyfeelsguiltyasshethinks

howNomusahaddonenothingwrongbutbeniceto

hereversinceshecamehere,itwasstupidbecause

shewasn'tevendatingBlessbutshewantedtoo,

nowwithNomusahereherchancewithhimseems

tobegettinglessbytheminute.Sheisn'tsurewhat

goingonbetweenthembuteverytimeshewalkson

themalone,there'salwaysthistensionand

awkwardness...

ATDURBANHIGHCOURT...

MaSiwelaandNellywalkedtowardswhere

everybodywaswaiting,Zenandewasrightbeside

them,Mthokonoticedhisfamilycomingtowards

thembutitwastheconditionhissisterwasthat

caughthisattention.Hedidn'tevenwaitforthemto

reachwhereeveryonewasherushedandmetthem

half,hugginghissister...



Mthoko-youokay?(Curseshimself)thatwasa

stupidquestion..Happybirthdaybhabha..

Nelly-(smileslightly)Iwashopingeveryonewould

forgetthatpartofthedayyouknow,itisn'treallya

"happy"one.

HeacknowledgeshismotherandZenandebefore

turninghisattentionbacktohissisterPullingaway

fromtheembrace,heholdsherhandastheywalk...

Nelly-shouldIworryaboutyoubabyingmefortoday?

Mthoko-welltechnicallyyou'reababytoday

becauseityourbirthdaybutnoIamnotgoingto

babyyoubutwhatIwilldoisbenexttoyouallthe

way,Iamgoingtobestuckbyyoursidelikeglue,

followingyoueverywherelikethatannoying

mosquitoatnightandlikethatannoyingflythatjust

keepsonbuzzing..

Nelly-(laughs)wowbrotheryourcomparisonisn't

likeanythingIhaveeverheardbefore,areyousure



youstudiedatCrawford's?

Theyalllaughlightly,assoonastheyreachthethe

others,theirlaughsettlesdownandthegreetings

begin..

Nhlanhla-(hugsher)(kisseshercheek)youstrong,

youknowthatright?

Nelly-(squeezeshishim)Idon'tknowbutIdoknow

thatIfeelsomestrengthwithyouguyshere..

Nhlanhla-(breakshug)goodbecauseyouain't

gettingridofusthateasy,wewillalwaysbeherefor

you..

Shehugshimonemoretimebeforeherattention

turnstoSimiandLungiey..

Simi-(smiles)Iloveyourdress..

Nelly-(laughslightly)thanks,youdon'tknowhow



muchIappreciateyounotaskingmehowIamdoing

becauseIactuallydon'thaveanyanswertothat

question..

Simi-(hugsher)itastupidquestionbutNhlahis

right,youverystrongNelly,Iknowitmightnotlook

likeitnowbutyou'reandwenotsayingthatjustso

youcanhideyourtearsandputonamaskbutwe

sayingitbecausewewantyoutoknowthatitokay,

itokayforyoutocryandfeelanditokayforyouto

notwanttowakeupinbedforsomedaysandit

okaytoknowthatweheretorelievethebaggage

fromyou,strongactuallymeansitokaytonotbe

okay.

Nelly-(breaksthehug)Ngiyabongasisi..

Simi-(smiles)anytime..

SiminodsatherandgivesherandLungieysome

space..

Lungiey-hi..



Nelly-hi..

Lungiey-Iamsorry..

Nelly-(sighs)areyouevenmybestfriend?IknowI

saidweshouldtakethingsslowbutIwouldhave

appreciatedaphonecall..

Lungiey-Iamsorry,Ijustdidn'tknowifyou'dhave

wantedmetoo,NellyIdon'tknowhowtointerpret

this"takingthingsslow".

Nelly-thehumanthingtodoisjustbethere,we

didn'tevenhavetotalkbutyoucouldhavebeenjust

there.YourmomcametoseemeLuh,(sighs)Idon't

wanttofight,especiallynottoday..

Lungiey-(Handsheravelvetsquarebox)Igotthis

foryou,Ihopeyoulikeit,Happybirthday..

Nelly-(smileslightly)thankyou..(staresather)I

hopewecangetbackwhatwehadbecauseIreally

domissyoubutthatnotgoingtohappenunlessyou

startbeinghonestwithyourself,IguessIgetwhy

youlittledrawnback,Irememberourconversation

andIrememberyourwordsveryclearly.Mylifeis

notperfect,infactitveryfarfromperfect.(Wipes



thedropoftears)Iamonly27butlookingat

everythingthathashappenedIdon'tthinkitmatches

toanyoneinthisroomandIamnotsayingthatjust

becauseIwantpeopletofeelsorryformeor

justifyingmypainorproblemstobefarworsethan

anyoneelsebecauserealityiseveryonehastheir

ownshitgoingonbutIamsayingallthisbecauseI

wantyoutobeawarethanactuallyyouhaveitfar

morebetterthanIdorightnow.Minusthemoney,

thecarsandthejobtitlewhatexactlydoIhave?,

truthisIamjustasinglemotheroftwo,Ihaveto

worryaboutbeingbothmomanddadtomybabies,I

amnotcomplainingbecauseitajobthatIwill

proudlydobutLungileyouhaveafatherthathas

acceptedyou,agoodjob,beautifulbabyandaman

thatlovesyou.Thatallyouneed,Iamopentotrying

withusagainbutyouneedtofirstbegratefulfor

whatyouhaveandunderstandthatyoualreadyhave

everythingthatyouneedinyourlife,ithurtsthata

partofyouholdsresentmentformebecauseofmy

successbutIcanforgiveyouforit,itnotthat

serioustoloseafriendshipover..



Lungiey-(Wipeshertears)(swallowsalump)Ihave

beenaselfishbitchhaven'tI?

Nelly-Thankyouforcoming..

Shesqueezesherhandandwalksaway,shedidn't

wanttomakeherfeelbadormaybeshewantedtoo

becausehowbadLungieyhashurthernotjustlying

andbetrayinghertrustbutalsothewordsthatcame

outhermouthduringtheirconfrontation.

Don-(openshisarms)comehereprincess..

Nelly-(hugshim)Ithoughtwelonggotridofthat

name..

Don-(smiles)wellyouwillalwaysbemylittlegirl

besidesityourbirthdaytodayso,Igettocallyouby

allbabynames..

Shegigglesinhisembrace,theystaylikethatfora

minute,hebrushesherbackandkissesthetopof

herhead..



Nelly-Momtoldmeyouwereawayonbusiness,I

didn'tthinkyou'dmakeit..

Don-yourmomlikestooveractabouteverythingI

toldherIamcoming,besideshowcanInotcome

whenmydaughterneedsme,whatkindoffatherwill

thatmakeme?..

Nelly-(wipeshertears)wellthankyouforcoming

dad..

Theword"dad"makesMosescringe,hewas

standingnexttothem,listeningtoeveryword

exchangedbetweenthetwo...

Don-(breaksthehug)IamnotdaddyDtoday?

Nelly-(shakesherhead)(smiles)youonlyDaddyD

whenyouspoilme,Ithoughtyouknewthat..

Don-oh,soIamcoolDaddyDbecauseofmywallet,

youwoudmesweetheart...



Theyaretoldthatittimethattheyallsettleinside,

DonholdsNelly'shandandwalksinsidethedouble

doors.MrsNgcobokeepshereyesonher..

MrsNgcobo-soshe'stheonethatsleptwith

Mkhwenyana?

Ntombi-(nods)yeah..

MrsNgcobo-hmmm...

MthokobrushesNtombi'shandwithoutanyone

noticingbeforegoingtotakehisseat,making

Ntombismile,hereyesscannedtheseatsuntilthey

landedonthemanwhomadeherpantiessoak

withouteventouchingher,Donwinkedather,she

quicklydivertedhereyessomewhereelsemaking

Donshakehisheadandlaugh..

MaSiwela-whatwiththewidegrin?Spottedyourself

wifenumber3?



Don-(kisseshercheek)maybe,ofcourseyouwould

havetoapprovefirst...

MaSiwela-ohbabe,Ithinkwebothfiguredalong

timeagothatIdon'tmindyourpolygamousways,

theonlythingthatIamworriedaboutishowgood

theotherMkhathinifeedsme...

Nellywincedatthewordscomingoutofher

mother'smouth,tomakemattersworseDonmade

hermothertouchhisd*...

Nelly-(frownsandlooksatthem)shouldIfind

myselfanotherseat?

Don-(laughs)sorrybaby...

Shesighedandlookedahead,Thandekaandher

momandsomeofherfamilymemberswalkinside,

itlookedlikeThandekawantedtospitsomewords

toShakabuthermotherandthelawyertalkedher

outofit...



Thandeka-(staresattheZulu's)(teary)Iamgoingto

makeyoursonpay,he'sgoingtoprison,didyouhear

that?He'sgoingtoprison..

MrsZwanepulledherdaughterawaybutnotbefore

lookingattheZulufamily,whoallhadtheirheads

faceddowninshame,MrsZwanedidn'tlookangry,

insteadshelookedhurt,brokenandmostlytired...

Man1-thesepeoplehavemoney,lookattheway

theyalldressed,(angry)thebastardisprobably

goingtowalkawayscottfree..

Woman1-Iwon'tbesurprised,hereinSouthAfrica

peoplewithmoneydon'tgotoprison..

Girl1-(sighs)iftheythatrichthanIguesshewillbe

senttoprivateprison,youknowtheonewhererich

peoplearesenttoo..

MrsZwane-privateprison?Isthereevensucha

thing?



Girl1-(nods)yesMam'ncaneitwereallthe

politiciansgotoservetheirsentence..

MrsZwanefacefallswhenthepossibilityoftheman

thatkilledherdaughterbeingsenttoa"holiday"

prisonbecausethatwhatinrealitythis"private

prison"was...

Prosecutor-(looksatMrsZwane)welldonotworry

yourselfaboutthat,hewon'tbegoingtosomefancy

prison,hiscellinWestvilleiswaitingforhimjustlike

alltheotheranimalslikehimarelockedat...

Itbecomessilentinsidethecourtroomwhenthe

smalldooropensandSbaniiswalkedinbytwo

policeofficers,hishandswerecuffed,theyuncuff

him,asmallhintofhurtpassesthroughhisfamily

whentheyseehimbuthiseyesscantheroomonly

lookingforonepairofeyesandwhentheyfindthem,

everythingshutsdownandalltheybothcoulddo

wasjuststareateachother.Oneoftheofficers



roughlyturnshimsohecouldlookfoward,thejudge

arrivedthreeminutesand45secondsagobuthe

wassooblivioustothatandtotheofficercallinghis

namethewholetimewhilehiseyesstaredather.

Girl2-Jesus,thisguyslookshot..

Thandekagivesthegirladeadlystare,shelooks

downinshame..

"ALLRISE"...

"THECOURTISNOWINSESSION"...
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ATDURBANHIGHCOURT...



MaSiwela-(whispers)areyouokaybaby?

Nelly-(takesadeepbreath)yeah...

TheJudgelooksatwhatseemstobeadocument

infrontofhimbeforeheliftshisheaduptothe

prosecutor...

Judge-youmaystatethecase..

Prosecutor-(nods)Thankyouyourhonour..

HenodsattheZwanefamilybeforestandingup...

Prosecutor-Weheretodaybecauseonemanwho

decidedtobeveryselfish,onemanwhodecidedto

playGodandtakethelifeofaninnocentyoung

womanwhohadeverythinggoingforher,shewas

juststartingthejourneytobetterherselfandmake

somethingofherselfaswellasbetterthelifeofher



family.(PointsatSbani)Thatman(chuckles

lightly)(shakinghishead)lookathim,lookatthe

expensivesuithe'swearing,IamsurethatNtokozo,

ourvictimwhenshemethimshethoughtshecould

trusthim,shethoughthewouldn'thurtherbutshe

waswrong,shewasveryfarfromthetruth,whatshe

didn'tknowisthatshefoundcomfortonthearmsof

acoldbloodedkiller,apredatorlookingtosinkit

clawsonitinnocentprey,shehadnoideashewas

sharingabedwiththedevilhimself..

Jackson-(standsup)Objectionyourhonour,Iwould

likethePlaintifftorefrainfromspeakingoutof

context,myclientandthedeceasedhadnoromantic

relation..

Judge-(looksattheprosecutor)isthereany

evidencethatbackstheclaimoftheaccusedhaving

aromanticrelationshipwiththedeceased?

Prosecutor-Noyourhonourbut...

Judge-objectionsustained,(looksattheprosecutor)

stateyourcaseasitisonpaper,letrefrainfrom

makingfalseclaim.



Prosecutor-(nods)withoutwastingthecourtstime

andeverybody'selse'stimewewouldliketocallthe

accusedtothestand.

Sbaniwalkstothestand,heissworntooathbefore

theprosecutorcrossexamineshim...

HemakeseyecontactwithNelly,lookingatthestate

she'sin,ittakeseverythinginhimtonotbursthis

waytowheresheis.Whenshe'stakehereyesaway

fromhim,heusesthatopportunitytolookathis

family,hiseyesmeetNganono's,whoshakeshis

headlookingathim,hesighsandhiseyesgotohis

womanonemoretimebeforelookingtowardsthe

prosecutorsdirection..

Prosecutor-MrZulu,mindifIjustcallyouZulu?I

don'tthinkyoudeservetobecalledMr,lookingat

how..

Jackson-Objectionyourhonour,thePlaintiffis



provokingmyclient..

Judge-(looksattheprosecutor)let'sgetstraightto

thepoint..

Prosecutor-(smiles)Iwasjustwarminghimup,now

MrZulu,canyoustatethenatureofyourrelationship

withthedeceased..

Sbani-IthoughtIwroteeverythinginmystatement.

Prosecutor-answerthequestionMrZulu..

Sbani-okaysoyounotonlyhaveareadingproblem

butyoualsohaveahearingone...

Thereisgaspsandwhispersinthecourtroom...

Nhlanhla-(whispers)doesyourbrotherhaveadeath

wish..

Shaka-(whispers)he'sgoingtoshoothimselfonthe

foot...



TheJudgelooksatSbanialongwitheverybodyin

thecourtroom..

Judge-answerthequestionMrZulu..

Sbani-(smirks)wellIwasjustwarminghimup,I

don'tknowiftheytoldhimthisbutIcanbevery

difficultsometimes...

BlessandMaSiwelalaughquietly...

Sbani-whatwasyourquestionagain?

Theprosecutorfrownsirritatedbyhim,heknewthat

heremembersthequestionbutwasjustaskinghim

torepeatitjusttogetunderhisskin..

Prosecutor-(gritshisteeth)thequestionMrZulu

was,whatwasyourrelationshipwiththedeceased..



Sbani-(blankface)wehadnorelationship..

Prosecutor-thanWhatisitexactlythatyouandthe

deceasedhad?..

Sbani-nothing..

Prosecutor-needIremindyouMrZuluthatyou're

underoath,itinyourbestinterestthatyouanswer

thequestionstruthfully..

Sbani-Ijustgaveyoumytruth,itnotmyfaultyou

can'tasktherightquestions...

MthokoandNhlanhlabothlaughshakingtheir

heads...

Nhlanhla-wow..

Mthoko-he'sgotballsIgivethattohim..

Thandekahuffsandlooksathermother...



Thandeka-lookathim,he'snoteventakingthis

serious,itshowshowunremorsefulheis..

Man1-(shakeshishead)inomuthilendoda..

TheprosecutorlooksatSbaniwithasternface...

Prosecutor-Iseeyoutakingthisasifitwereajoke,

yousitthereandyoumockme,youmockmyjobbut

mostimportantlyyoumocktheseriousnessofyour

crime.(WalkscloselytoSbani)whileyouputthis

show,thisTrevorNoahpersonadon'tforgetthereal

reasonwhyweallhere,don'tforgetwhyyouseated

onthatchairanddon'tforgetwhy(PointsatMrs

Zwane)thatmotherrightthereisdressedinblack,

mourningthedeathofherdaughter,thedaughter

youmurdered,yourobbedthatwomanandtherest

oftheZwanefamilythechancetomournproperly

forthedeathoftheirdaughtertheleastyoucould

doforthemisnotrobbedthemthechancetoknow

thetruth,nowwegoingtotryagainMrZulu,what

wasyourrelationshipwiththedeceased?



Sbani-(boldvoice)NOTHING..

...(silent)...

Theprosecutorlooksatthejudge...

Judge-(writessomethingdown)(looksatthe

prosecutor)ifthereareanyquestionsyouwouldlike

toasktheaccusedgoonbutifnotlettheDefendant

pleadtheircase..

Prosecutor-(nods)soMrZulu,yousayyouandthe

deceasedhadnoromanticrelationaswellasno

friendshipinfactyousaytherewasnorelationship

betweenthetwoofyouatallisthatcorrect?

Sbani-No..

Prosecutor-(raiseshiseyebrow)No?Interesting,I

believeIjustsaidtheexactsamewordswhichyou

toldmeMrZulu..

Sbani-Ididn'tsaythewords"atall"..



Prosecutor-(annoyed)yourhonour...

Judge-MrZulupleasedonotwastethecourtstime..

Sbani-sorryyourhonour,askedtherightquestionsI

believeIcangivetherightanswers..

Judge-(writeshisnotes)(lookstheprosecutor)you

mayproceedwithyourquestions..

Prosecutor-Iseeyouwanttowastethecourtstime,

thisshowsexactlythethetypeofmanthatyou

reallyare,nofurtherquestionsyourhonour..

Theprosecutorwalksbacktohisseat,Thandeka

leanstowardshim...

Thandeka-whydidn'tyougohardonhim?

Prosecutor-evenifIdidhewasn'tgoingtogiveme

anything..

Thandeka-butyoucouldhaveaskedhimwhyhe

killedmysister?There'ssomanyquestionsyou

couldhaveaskedhim..



Prosecutor2-evenifhedid,itwasgoingtobe

pointless,theirstrategyisforustohavenocaseat

all..

Prosecutor1-nowwegoingtohavetogohardwith

you,youneedtoshowthejudgethedistresshe's

broughttoyourfamily..

TheJudgefinisheswritinghisnotesdownandturns

toJackson...

Judge-TheDefendantcanpleaditcase,theflooris

yoursMrJackson,Isurehopethiswillbequickand

tothepoint,yourclienthaswastedenoughofthe

courtstimealready...

Jackson-(nods)Thankyouyourhonour,(Walks

towardsSbani)(smiles)MrZuluwillyoubewillingto

cooperate?

Sbani-ifyouasktherightquestions...

Jackson-youandthedeceased,yousaytherewas

norelationshipbetweenthetwoofyou,nowtellme



howexactlythetwoofyoumet?

Sbani-wemetataparty,oneofmyfriendswas

hostingitandshewastherewithherfriends..

Jackson-didanythinghappenbetweenthetwoofin

thatpartyoraftertheparty?

Sbani-(shakeshishead)nothinghappenedinthe

partyandaftertheparty

Jackson-youwerebothincontactwitheachother,

isthatcorrect?

Sbani-(nods)yes..

Jackson-whatwereyouincontactfor?Iamasking

becauseyoustatedthattherewasnorelationship

betweenthetwoofyou..

Sbani-Iwantedhertobemysubmissive...

NtombiflinchesandwatchesSbaniwithhermouth

opened,thereareafewwhispersfromeveryone...

MaSiwela-soGiddyandChristianGreysame



whatsappgroup,thisisinteresting(looksatNelly)is

thathowthetripletswereconceived?

Nelly-(staresathermother)reallymom?

Don-(brushesMaSiwela'sthigh)babe,notnow..

Jacksonnodsandreadssomethingfroma

document..

Jackson-sowhathappened?Beforeyouanswer

thatquestion,Iwantyoutopaintaclearpictureof

exactlywhathappenedfromthetimeyouasked

MissZwanetobeyoursubmissiveandwalkus

throughthefatalnightMissZwanetookherlast

breath,canyoudothat..

Sbaninods,hetakesadeepbreathandlooksat

NellythanhiseyestraveltoNtombiandtheylandon

MrsZwaneapologeticallybeforeheclearshisthroat

andexplainindetailexactlywhathappenednot

leavinganythingout,noteventwistinganything,no



matterhowbrutalitwasheexplainedeverythingthe

wayitwas.Itwaslikehewasn'thimself,like

someoneorsomethinghadtakenoverhisbody,

especiallywhenhehadtoexplainhowshetookher

lastbreath,hestruggledalittlebitwhenitcameto

thatpartbutafterafewminutesofgettinghimself

together,hemanagedtogetthrougheverythingeven

explainedhowhegotridofthebodyofcourse

leavingBlesspartout...

Jackson-thankyouMrZulu,(looksattheJudge)no

furtherquestionyourhonour...

MrsZwanestartedtocryhysterically,hearingthe

brutalwayofhowherlittlegirldiedtriggeredburied

emotionsinher,shewasweepingveryloudlyand

painfullythateveryonestartedtogettearyonthe

Zwanefamilysideofthecourt,evenMrsZulufound

herselfsharingafewtears,hearingwhatjustcame

outofherson'smouth,shewasn'tready,itwasa

bitterpilltoswallowtheevildeedsofherson.Nelly



stoodupfromherseatandwalkedquicklyoutofthe

courtroom,Sbaniwantedtogoafterherbuthe

knewhecouldn't,heclenchedhisteethandhis

handsformedintofists.HimandBlessmadeeye

contactandunderstoodthathewantedhimtogo

afterher.BlessstoodupthesametimeasMthoko

andNtombistoodup,theyallwalkedoutthe

courtroom.MrsZwanestillhadn'tstoppedcrying,

Thandekawasalsoacryingmess.

Judge-(gathershisnote)thecourtisadjournedfor

45minutes...

TheJudgegathershisthingsandwalksoff,two

officersmaketheirwaytoSbani,heshrugsthemoff

him...

Sbani-ICANFUCKINGWALK..

Jackson-(looksattheofficers)youdonothaveto

cuffhim,thisismydebriefingsessionwithhim..



ThetwoofficersnodandstepasideasJacksonand

Sbaniwalktowardsthesmalldoortogether,the

officersfollowbehindthem,thedisappointment

looksfrombothhisparents,Ntombi'sparents,the

onlypersonwhodidn'tgivehimadisappointedlook

wasMaSiwelabutshedidn'tgivehimalookof

supportaswell,herfacewasjustblankand

unreadable.Assoonastheydisappearedfromthe

smalldoor,hisfamilymadetheirwaytothebig

doubledoor...

Sane-Ican'tbelievewhatIjustheard..

Sizwe-itoverwhelming,Iknowbaby..

Sane-mybrotherismurdererSizwe,heactuallydid

allthat,buriedthatgirllikeshewassomedog,what

kindofpersonishe?

Sizwe-(atMrsZulu)babenotnow,atleastnothere..

MrsZulu-itokay,(teary)afterhearingallthat,we

can'tkeepbeingindenialanylonger,Sbanisezweis



dangertohimselfandtothosearoundhim..

Theyallsighandwalkoutthecourtroom,MaSiwela

turnedtoDon..

MaSiwela-youknowIwasoneofthosewhodidn't

judgehimandhisactionsbuthearingeverythingin

detailtodaywasjustoverwhelming,Istilldon'tjudge

himbutagainSbanihasangerissues,ImeanIhave

witnessafewcaseswhereheactsonimpulseI

guessIjustwonderifismydaughterreallysafe

whenwithhim.Iknowheloveshertoomuchbut

thatinitselfsoundsdangeroustome.What

happenswhenhelosesgriponedayandshe'sthere

withhim?Whatif...

Don-(hugsher)hey,thatwon'thappen,stopthinking

likethat.LookIdon'tknowalotabouthimbutNelly

seemstoreallylovehim,Imeanhe'snottheguywe

wantforherbutshe'schosenhimandwehaveto

acceptthatbutImeanwho'stosayshewillstill

wanthimafterthis,sodon'tworryyourselfaboutall



thisokay..

Shenodsandhugshimtighter...

Meanwhileinsidethefemalerestroom...

Nellyopensthedoortohercubical,sherubsher

eyesandfindsNtombistaringatthemirrorwithred

eyes,itseemsshehadbeencryingtoo.Shewalksto

thesinkandwashesherhands...

...(silent)...

Ntombi-canyoustomachit?(Almostbreaking)

becauseIcan't,Ijustcan't,I....I...

Nelly-Iknow...

Ntombi-(wipeshertears)Iamangry,Iwanttohate

himbut...



Nelly-(teary)I....Iknow..

Ntombi-(turnstoher)(teary)canyousaysomething

thanjust"Iknow",IfeellikeIamgoingcrazyhere..

Nelly-(crying)WHATTHEFUCKDOYOUWANTME

TOSAY?DOYOUWANTTOHEARMESAYHOW

MUCHIHATEHIM,THATWHATHEDIDIS

DISGUSTINGANDUNFORGIVABLE,THATHE'SA

MONSTERANDDESERVESTOROTINJAIL.ISTHAT

WHATYOUWANTMETOSAY?..

...(silent)...

Nelly-(holdsherchest)(shakingherhead)Ican'tsay

allofthosethingsbecauseIdon'twanttooinstead

allIamthinkingiswhycouldn'thejustdumpher

bodysomewhereshecouldbefoundandmadeit

looklikesomethingitwasn'tthatwayhewouldn'tbe

facingjailchargesandIwouldn'thavefoundout,he

willhavebeenwithmeandourkidslivinghappy,

planningourfuturelikeitwasallsupposedtobe.

(Crying)whatkindofapersonamI?Thereisa



motherouttherewho'scryinghereyeballsout

becauseshewon'tbeseeingherdaughter,crying

becauseshe'sjustcamefacetofacewiththeman

thattookherlifebuthereIambeingselfishand

thinkingaboutmyownGoddamnfeelings.Iam

disgustedinmyselfrightnow,howfuckedupamI

huh?IFUCKINGHATETHISSHIT,IWANTITALLTO

END,IWANTTHEPAINTOEND,IFEELLIKETAKING

AKNIFEANDCUTMYCHESTOPENSOICANTAKE

MYHEARTOUTANDREPLACEITWITHONETHAT

DOESNOTHURTTHISMUCH,I(choked)(gaspedfor

air)

Shetriedtoholdthesinkforsupportbutitwasjust

tolate,herbodymadecontactwiththefloor,making

Ntombijumptowardsher...

Ntombi-(heldherhead)Ohmygod,ohmygod

(Shouts)SOMEBODYHELP...

Nellywasstillstrugglingtobreathe,herhandsfisted



onNtombi'sblousebuteachsecondsthegripwas

loosening...

Ntombi-(screams)HELP!!!

MthokoandBlessalongwithZandileburstintothe

restroom..

Zah-Ntombiwhat'sgoi...

Shecouldn'tevenfinishwhentheysawwhatwas

happening...

Ntombi-(teary)help,Idon'tknowwhathappenedbut

oneminuteweweretalkingandshewascrying

telling...

NtombiwasshakingasBlesscarriedNellyinhis



armsandrushedouttherestroomZandilefollowing

behind,MthokohelpedNtombitoherfeets..

Ntombi-I...Idon'tknow..

Mthoko-itokaybabe,itokay,canyouwalkoryou

wantmetocarryyou?

Shejustburiedherfaceonhischestandcried,he

sweepedheroffthefloorandwalkedoutthe

restroomwithheronhisarms...

RemembertoLIKEandCOMMENTalways

[11/3,21:11]Marcia:Insert133

ATDURBANHIGHCOURT...

WhenBlesscomesrushingthroughthepassage

withNellyinhisarms,commotionstarts...



MaSiwela-whathappened?

Bless-Idon'tknow,wejusthadscreamingandwhen

weburstinsidetherestroomwefoundNtombitrying

tohelphercontrolherbreathing..

Zandile-Icheckedherpulseitveryfaintbutweneed

togethertothehospitalrealquick..

Nomvelo-itokay,Icangowithher,getherinsidethe

carinthemeantimeIwillcontactherdoctor..

Moses-usemycar,itgotthestatestickersothatan

automaticpassthroughtraffic..

Bless-(nods)whoelseisgoingwithher?,Ineedto

stayhere..

Zenande-itokay,Iwillgo..

Lungiey-Iwillgotoo..

Don-(looksatMaSiwela)Ithinkweshouldgotoo

babe..

MaSiwela-yeah...



WhiletheSiwelafamilywalksoutthecourthouse,

MthokositsNtombidownandwipeshertears...

Ntombi-(sniffs)Thankyou..

Mthoko-(smiles)itokay,Iwantyoutobeokay

always..

Ntombi-(smiles)Iknow,(looksaround)Ithinkyou

shouldgoseeifyoursisterisokay..

Mthoko-(brusheshercheek)areyouokay?Iwon't

leaveunlessyou'reokay?

Ntombi-(squeezeshishand)Iamokaybabe,Iwant

tothankyouagain..

Mthoko-youdon'thavetothankme,itmyjobas

yourmantomakesureyougoodallthetime..

Ntombi-(blushes)mymanhuh?Ilovethesoundof

that..

Shegiggles,theylockeyes,havingasilent

conversationwitheachother,hewasabouttolean



andkissherbutwasdisturbedbysomeoneclearing

theirthroat..

Simi-uhmm,Iamsorrytodisturbyouguysbut

Mthokowehavetofollowmamaandeveryoneelse

tothehospital,Ithoughtitwouldhavebeenbest

thatIwaitedbehindforyou..

Mthoko-uhmokay..(LooksatNtombi)willyoube

okay?

Ntombi-(nods)yeah,thankyouforeverythingagain,

Ihopeyoursisterfeelsgoodagain..

Mthoko-jeah..

Theystareateachotheragainbeforeheturnsto

Simiwhohashereyesonthebothofthem..

Mthoko-letsgo..

SimistaresatNtombiandnodsatherbeforeshe



followsafterMthoko.Zandilequicklyrushesto

whereNtombiwas...

Zah-(looksather)sowhenwereyougoingtotell

me?

Ntombi-tellyouwhat?

Zah-ohdon'tplaydumb,IknowwhatIsaw..

Ntombi-(sighs)Ijustdidn'twanttotellyoujustin

casethingsdon'tworkout,itstillnewZah,Idon't

wanttogetmyhopeshigh..

Zah-wellthatisalittletoolateforthatwouldn'tyou

agree,seeingthatyoualreadyexpectinghisbaby,it

ishisbabythatyoupregnantwithright?

Ntombiswallowsandlooksdown,shehasbeen

suspectingthatshe'spregnantbutwasscaredtodo

atestincaseitcamebacknegative...

Ntombi-IamnotpregnantZah..



Zah-ohreally,thanwhat'supwithyounotdrinking

coffee,Idon'tknowifyouhavenoticedbutyou

seemtohaveyourrighthandalwaysonyour

stomach,justlikenowwhenIwalkedinonyou.

Besideslookathowyouglowing..

Ntombi-Ihaven'tdoneanytesttoproveifIam

pregnantornot,pleasedon'tpressuremetodoing

anyanddon'ttellanyoneaboutthis..

Zah-okay,IunderstandbutIamjusthappyforyou..

Ntombi-(smilesteary)Idon'twanttobehappyjust

yetbutIwantnothingmorethantohaveababy..

ZandilewasabouttorespondbutMrsNgcobo

disturbedthemwhenshetoldthemthatitwastime

theygetbackinside...

Thandeka-(looksatShaka)youwerestupidtothink

thatpeaceofpapercouldstopmeforfillingforfull

custodyofSJ,doyoureallythinkthatthecourtwill

stillgrantSbanirightstoSJafterallthis..



Shaka-(laughs)evennowyoustillhaven'treadthe

fulldocumentofwhatyousigned,youdidn'tjust

signfullcustodyofSJtousbutyoualsoadmittedto

illegallygoingbehindSbani'sbackandstealinghis

sperm,youjustadmittedthatSJwasbornacrime

soifIwereyouIwouldthinktwicebeforestarting

shit,IunderstandSbanigettingpunishedforwhathe

didtoyoursisterbutyounotdraggingSJtoanyof

thisbullshit.(Movesclosertoher)nowdropthis

custodyshitandfocusonyourfamilygettingjustice

aswellasbeingagoodmothertoyoursonbecause

unlikeyouTee,weactuallydon'twanttoseparate

youfromyourchild.Youknowwhattodo,don'tbe

stupidnow..

Hesaysthatandpassesherbumpingintoher

shoulders.Thandekaclickshertongueandwalks

insidethecourtroomtakingaseatnexttoher

mother.JacksonandSbaniwalkinjustasBlesswas

goingtotakehisseat,theymakeeyecontact,Bless

sighsandshakeshisheadbutSbanicouldsense

thattherewasmorethanhewasn'ttellinghim...



Jackson-Nomoremindgamesnow,justanswerthe

questionsokay?

Sbani-sure..

Everyonewasnowsettleddown,thesmalldoor

opensandthejudgewalksin,takinghisseat.

"ALLRISE"

"THECOURTISNOWINSESSION"

Judge-Beforethecourtwentintoadjournmentwe

hadtheaccusedonthestand,heinsomanywords

paintedusapicturetowhathappenedwiththe

deceased,withoutwastingtime,Iwillgivethe

Plaintifftheopportunitytocrossexaminethe

accusedfollowingtheconfessionhemade...



Prosecutor-(standsup)Thankyouyourhonour,

nowMrZuluyouhadtheopportunitytostop

yourselffromkillingMissZwanebutyouchosenot

tostop,whyisthat?

Sbani-Idon'tknow..

Prosecutor-(laughs)youdon'tknow?Tryanother

answerMrZulubecauseIthinkyouknow..

Sbani-Iamtellingyouthatdon'tknowwhyIdidn't

stop..

Prosecutor-hereiswhatIthink,Ithinkyouinvited

MissZwanetomeetwithyouandwhenyou

explainedtoherwhatexactlyitmeanstobea

submissive,shepanickedandrealisedshedidn't

wanttobepartofallthat,shewantedtogoandyou

didn'twanthertoo,youmusthavetriedtotouchher

inappropriately,Imeanamanyoursizeandwithall

thehormoneseruptingnotforgettingthekindofsex

whichyouprefer.IamguessingMissZwanefought

youandthreatenedtoreportyouandyoucouldn't

havethat,soyoudidwhatyouneededtodo,you

strangledher,thatMrZuluiswhatIthinkhappened.



Youwantedtokillher,youknewexactlywhatyou

weredoing..

Jackson-(standsup)Objectionyourhonour,the

Plaintiffisprovokingmyclientagain,itagainstthe

courttoinsinuatefalseclaimsjusttobackmyclient

intoacorner.

Judge-objectionsustained,(looksattheprosecutor)

plaintiffyouhavebeenwarned..

Prosecutor-(smiles)Iapologiseyourhonour,Mr

Zuluwhatwasgoingthroughyourmindwhenyour

handsweresqueezingthelifeoutofMissZwane?

Sbani-(rubbedhiseyes)whenmyhandsfirst

grabbedherneck,Ijustwantedtoseethefearinher

eyes,(brusheshisface)infactIdon'tknowwhatI

wantedbutIjustneededtobeincontrolofthe

situation,shemademefeellikeIwaslosinggripof

everything.Idideverythingrightforher..

...(silent)...



Sbani-(whispers)itallhappenedtoofast..

Prosecutor-youmentionthatyouwantedtoseethe

fearinhereyes?IsthatrightMrZulu?

Sbani-(nods)yes..

Prosecutor-welldidyou?Didyouseethefearinher

eyes?

Sbani-yes..

Prosecutor-hmmminteresting,howdidthatmake

youfeel?

Sbani-(looksdown)Good...

TheprosecutorsmilesandturnstoJackson...

Prosecutor-Nofurtherquestionsyourhonour...

ATMHLANGANETCAREHOSPITAL..

MaSiwelaandherfamilywereallgatheredinthe



waitingroom,itbeenoverthirtyminutessincethe

doctorshaveattendedNelly,theyhavebeenno

updates,nothingatall...

Nhlanhla-wehavebeenherefortolongnow.

Lungiey-yeah,IthinkIamgoingtogetsomewater,

doesanybodywantanything?

MaSiwela-IcoulddowithsomesourRascals,my

mouthisdry..

Don-justStillwaterforme..

Zee-Iwillgowithyou..

LungieyandZenandewalktowardsthevending

machine..

Don-(looksatMaSiwela)what'sonyourmind?

MaSiwela-IamthinkinghowIdon'twanttolosemy

daughter..



Don-(kisseshercheek)youwon'tbabeshe'sa

toughonejustlikehermommy.

MaSiwela-(smiles)sheis,isn'tshe?

Don-yeah..

MaSiwela-(teary)thanwhydoIfeelsohelpless?

Don-becauseitmattersoftheheart,thereisn't

muchwecandoforherbutsheknowswewill

alwaysbethereforher..

MaSiwela-Thankyouforbeinghere..

Don-(hugsher)she'smydaughtertoo,thereisno

placeIwouldratherbethanherewithyouguys,my

family..

Theypullapartfromthehugandhislipsfindshers..

Nhlanhla-woooaaa!!!!!Itwierdseeingyouguyslike

this..

Don-(laughs)shutup,didyoucallyourothermother?



Nhlanhla-yeah,she'sonherway..

MaSiwela-youguyscalledPinky?Youdidn'thaveto

troubleher..

Don-itnotroubleatall,itwhatshewants,shesays

wedon'tincludehermostofthetimessotellingher

suchthingsmakesherfeelwantedandmorepartof

thefamily..

MaSiwela-(smiles)okay..

InsideMthoko'scar...

Simi-sohowlonghaveyoutwobeenseeingeach

other?

Mthoko-sorry?

Simi-youandNtombi,howlong?

Hekeepsquietandfocusesontheroad,hedebates

whethertotellhereverythingorjustlieabout

everything..



Mthoko-notforlong..

Simi-hmmmm...

Mthoko-(looksather)isthatallyougoingtosay?

Simi-wellthere'salotIwanttosaybutIthinkIwill

keepeverythingtomyself,Idon'tthinkyouwantto

hearitrightnow..

Mthoko-youthinkthisisstupidanditdefinitely

goingtobitemeintheass,youthinkIhavelostmy

mind,don'tyou?

Simi-doIthinkthisisstupid?Yes,doIthinkitgoing

tobiteyouintheass?Hmmnotreallybuttheway

youguysaregoingaboutitwillbackfire,secrets

alwayscomeout.DoIthinkyouhavelostyourmind?

(Shakesherhead)No,Ithinkfinallyyoudoing

somethingbecauseyouwanttoandgivingnofuck

whatpeoplewillsay.

Mthoko-(surprised)soyoudon'tthinkthisisabad

idea?

Simi-doyouloveher?



Mthoko-Ithinkso,shemakesmehappy,likereally

happy..

Simi-(smiles)Iseethat,Ihopesheknowsthatshe's

gotthebestguyintheentireworld..

Mthoko-(smiles)yeah,youshouldtellherthat..

Simi-(laughs)Iwill,sohowlongareyouguys

planningtokeephidingthatyoutogether?

Mthoko-wewilltelleveryoneeventuallyjustnotnow,

there'stomuchdrama,besidesIkindofwantto

enjoymyrelationshipbeforeeveryonestarts

thinkingtheyhaveasayaboutit..

Simi-(laughs)okay!!!!Ihaveneverseenthissideof

youbefore..

Mthoko-(rollseyes)youknowhoweveryoneis,as

soonaswordaboutusisout,itjustgoingtobeto

muchdramathatwedon'tneed,peoplejustneedto

mindtheirownfuckingbusiness..

Simi-"mindingyourownbusiness"isnotalanguage

thattheKhoza's,Siwela'sandtheZulu'sunderstand..

Mthoko-(sighs)Iknow..



ATMHLANGANETCAREHOSPITAL...

MthokoandSimimaketheirwayinsidethehospital,

theybumpintoLungieyandZenande..

Mthoko-what'stheupdate?

Zee-(shakesherhead)noneyet,wewerejust

gettingwaterforeveryone..

Lungiey-(looksatMthoko)hi..

Mthoko-(brushesheroff)hi..

Anawkwardmomentpasses,ZenandeandSimi

lookbetweenthetwoexlovers..

Mthoko-let'sgothan..

Simi-yeah,greatidea..



Theyallmaketheirwaytothewaitingroom,they

arrivejustintimeasNomvelo...

MaSiwela-(standsup)Nomvelo,ismydaughter

okay?

Nomvelo-wehavemanagedtorestoreherheart

beattoitnormalrhythmbyusingtheAuthomated

ExternalDefribrillatorotherwisecommonlyknown

asAED..

Don-AED?Butthatisusedforpatientswhohave

sufferedCardiacarrest..

Nomvelo-(nods)Yesthat'scorrect,Nellysuffered

whatwecallasSuddenCardiacArrest(SCA),thisis

whentheheartsuddenlystopsbeating,itnormally

happenswithoutwarning.

Mthoko-wait,soyoutellingmethatmysister'sheart

stoppedbeating?Howisthatevenpossible?

Shouldn'tshebedeadthanifthatwhathappened?

Nomvelo-(nods)yesIknowweallthinkthata

person'sdieswhentheheartstopsbeatingbutin



generalthetruthisbraincellsbegintodie

approximatelyafter4-6minutesofnobloodflow,

afteraround10minutesthosecellswillcease

functioningandbeeffectivelydead,althougha

personcandiefromSCAinminutesifnotattended

tooortreatedtherightway.Nellywasveryluckyto

haveZandilethere,shemanagedtodoaquickCPR

onher,shesavedherlife..

Simi-sowhatnow?Issheokay?

Nomvelo-wesedatedherfornowandshe'sokaybut

wedidsometestjusttobesafe,lookingather

medicalhistoryitwasbestwedomoretestjustin

casewemissedsomething.Rightnowwelookingat

thepossibilityofherhavingArrhymais..

ATTHENDAWORARESIDENCE...

Bandilewalkedoutofhiscarandringedthedoor

bell,Matemaopenedthedoorandsmiledathim...



Matema-thisisanicesurprise,comein..

HewalkedinsideandgreetedMatemabeforethey

madetheirwaytotheloungearea..

Matema-everytimeIseeyou,itlikeyougrowmore

muscles..

Bandile-(laughs)italltheproteinshakeandgym,

butIamnotgettinganymorebuffthanthis..

Matema-(laughs)good,youdon'twanttobelike

yourbigbrother,sometimesIfindmyselftellinghim

toclosehisarmsforgettingitallthemuscles

makinghisposturelikethat..

Theybothlaugh..

Matema-sowhatbringsyouhere?Iknowitnotto

hangoutwiththeboringoldme..

Bandile-(laughs)you'dsurprised,Idon'tfindyou



boringatallbutunfortunatelytodayIamherefor

Musa..

Matema-ohreally?

Bandile-(nods)yeah,Iamsupposedtodriveherso

shecanbuyanoutfitfortonight'sfreshersparty,

Zenande'sorders..

Matema-(laughs)Ifigured,wellitgreatthatMusais

makingfriendsandthispartyisagreatwayforher

toenjoyherselfasafirstyearsstudent,Iremember

myfreshersparty..

Bandile-(laughs)ohyeah?Howwasit?

Matema-(looks)okaymaybenotbutwhatIdo

rememberwasshotsaftershotsaftershots..

Bandile-(smiles)waytogoMissNda!!!

Theybothlaugh...

Matema-wellMusaupstairs,shewasputtingyour

niecetosleep,youcangoup..



Bandile-thankyou,Iwillpassbyandgivethecute

Nkanyeziasweetkiss...

Matema-(smiles)youbetternotwakeherup...

Helaughsandshouts"Iwon't"beforerunningupthe

stairs...

RemembertoLIKEandCOMMENTalways

[11/3,21:11]Marcia:Insert134...

ATDURBANHIGHCOURT...

Judge-Defendantthefloorisyours..

Jacksonnodsandstandsupwalkingclosertothe

stand..

Jackson-MrZulu,somethingyousaidisn'tsitting



wellwithme,infactIfinditverydisturbingtomy

ears.Iquoteinyourownwords"Good"wasthe

feelingyoufeltwhenyouwitnessedfearintheeyes

ofMissZwane.Describethis"Good"tome..

Sbani-Ican't..

Jackson-youcan't?Wellhere'smydefinitionof

"Good",it"good"whenyouscoreanAinyourmath

test,it"good"whenyoufinallysucceedinsports,you

knowthefeelingwhenyou'rekidandyoufinally

managedtoswallowdownallthepeas,carrotsand

broccoliinyourplat,thefeelingis"good"because

yourparentsrewardyouwithabarofchocolateor

threescoopsofice-cream.Thatwhat"Good"feels

liketome,nowwasitthesamefeelingof"good"

whenyourhandswerewrappedaroundMiss

Zwane'sneckandhereyeswetwithtearsandfear

instilledinthem,lookingdirectlyatyours,witha

silentpleaforyoutostop,tofreeyourhandsfrom

herneck....(takesadeepbreath)toletherlive..

...(silent)...



Jackson-MrZulu?

Sbani-Maybe"good"wasn'ttherightwordto

describewhatIwasfeeling..

Jackson-(nods)okay,nowwouldyouliketotellus

theexactwordtodescribewhatyoufeltatthat

moment?

Sbani-Idon'tthinkIcan..

Jackson-whyisthat?

Sbani-(staresathim)(blankface)becausethereis

norightwordtodescribewhatIwasfeeling,italla

bunchofrawemotionsmixedtogether..

Jackson-hmmm,canyousayyoufelt"satisfied"...

Sbani-(nods)atthatmoment,yes...

Jackson-soyoursatisfactionwasshortlived?What

elsedidyoufeel?Beforeyouanswerthat,tellmeat

whatpointdidyour"satisfaction"stop.

Sbani-(swallows)whenIfelthertakeherlast

breath..



Itwasquietinsidethecourtroom,MissZwanedidn't

takehereyesawayfromSbani,eversincehestarted

talking,tearshavebeenrunningdownhercheeks,

silentlycryingontheoutsidebutscreamingonthe

inside.Everynowandthanwhenhiseyeswillmeet

his,theywouldshowremorse,regretbutsometimes

theywouldjustbeblank,almostasifhe'sbodywas

herebuthismindwasabsent...

Jackson-howdidyoufeelafterthat?

Sbani-(hishandsformedfists)angry..

Jackson-angryatwhatyouhavedone?

Sbani-(shakeshishead)angryatwhatshemademe

do...

Jackson-soyoublamedher?Itwasherfault?

Sbani-(loud)OFCOURSEITWAS,IFSHEHADN'T...

(sighs)Ididn'twanttohurther..

Jackson-soyoudidn'tseeanythingwrongwithwhat

youhavedone?Itwasallherfault,shemadeyoudo



it,isthathowyoufelt?

Sbani-(nods)atthattime,yes..

Jackson-doyoustillblameher?Doyoustillfeellike

itwasherfault?Thatshemadeyoudoit?

Sbani-(takesadeepbreath)sometimes..

Jackson-(nods)(looksattheJudge)nofurther

questionsfortheaccusedyourhonourbutwithyour

permission,IwouldliketobringDrBurketothe

stand..

Prosecutor-(standsup)objectionyourhonour,we

weretoldnothingaboutthisDrBurke,weaskthat

yourejecttheDefendantpleaforthisDrBurketo

takethestand..

Jackson-yourhonouralthoughthereisnomention

forDrBurkeasacandidateofthestand,wedid

submitadocumentforthepossibilityofherbeing

crossexamined..

Prosecutor-yourhonourwedidn'treceiveanyletter

ordocumentwhichstatedsuch,ifyouallowthisDr

Burketothestandthanwewouldlikeafairchance



tocrossexamineheraswell..

TheJudgenodsandsilencesthemforafew

minutes..

Thandeka-(whispers)whoisthisDrBurke?

Prosecutor-Ihavenoidea,whichiswhyIamhoping

thejudgesdeniestheirpleaforhim/hertotakethe

stand..

Meanwhile...

Bless-(readsatextfromNomvelo)Ijustreceiveda

textfromMvelo,NellysufferedCardiacarrest..

Shaka-isitserious?Iknowsomecardiacarrestcan

belifethreatening..

Bless-(shrugs)Idon'tknow,theyransometests,we

willhavetowait.



Shaka-willyoutellSbani?Idon'tthinkitagreatidea..

Bless-(frowns)Ican'tlietohim,nottellinghim

wouldbeaverybadidea,hehastoknow..

TheJudgegathershisnotes...

Judge-Ihavecametothedecisiontodenythe

DefendanttherequestforDrBurketotakethestand,

thismeansDrBurkealongwithallcandidatesthat

boththePlaintiffandDefendantwouldliketocross

examineshouldbepresentedtothecourtnolater

thanTuesdayasthecaserulingispostponedto

Friday.ThisgivesboththePlaintiffandthe

defendantfairchancetoprepare...

"COURTDISMISSED"....

Thandeka-(standsup)sowhatdoesthismeans?

Prosecutor-itmeanswenowhaveachanceto



strengthenourcase,wereallyneedtoprepareyou

tofaceJackson,hewon'tgoeasyonyou,itdoesn't

helpthattheirwholestrategyistomanipulatethe

brain..

MissZwane-whatareourchances?

Prosecutor-(patshershoulder)Iwillgetjusticefor

yourdaughterMissZwane,havefaithinthat...

Shesighsandnodsappreciativeofhowhardhe's

trying.TheZwanefamilywalksoutthecourtroom

withoutevensparingtheZulu'soneglace...

Nganono-IneedtospeaktoSbanisezwe..

Bless-(nods)okaybaba,youwillneedtofollowme..

MrZulu-(looksatMrsZulu)doyouwanttoseehim?

MrsZulu-(shakesherhead)Ijustwanttogohome..

MrZulu-(nods)(looksatSane)youwilldriveyour

motherhome,minanoBabo'Mkhuluwenawillstay

behindwhilehespeakswithyourbrother..



Sizwe-welllet'sgo,IamsureMavisexhaustedwith

allthekidsshehadwithher..

Sizwebidsfarewell,SaneandMrsZulufollowhim

outthecourthouse.TheyallfollowJacksonandare

ledtoaofficelikespacewhereSbaniwaswaiting

forthem,bothhishandscuffed..

Jackson-Iseetheyhaveputthecuffsback..

Sbani-(laughslightly)theytakingnochances..

Nganono-(boldvoice)Son..

Sbani-(looksdown)Magebaomkhulu..

Heplacesabottlewithgreensinsideandpushesit

towardshim..

Nganono-drinkthis,allofit..

Jackson-(looksatthebottle)whatisthis?



Sbani-shouldIdrinkitatonego?

Nganono-(nods)itagiftfromyourdaughter

Thingolenkosi..

...(silent)...

Shaka-willthishelpwiththecase?

Nganono-(frowns)whatdoyouthinkthisisboy?A

magicshow?DoIlooklikefatherChristmastoyou

andthis(pointsatthebottle)isagiftfromthe

northpole?

Blessholdsbackhislaugh...

Shaka-(looksdown)NgiyaxolisaBabo'Mkhulu..

Nganono-thiswillgiveyoustrengthonyourjourney

ahead,NdodanayouhaveangeredtheZwane

ancestorsitoutofourhandsbutyougotavery

specialdaughter,maybewereyougoingitwon'tbe



sobad..

Bless-wait,sohe'sdefinitelygoingtoprison?

Nganono-(frowns)wheredidyouthinkhewasgoing?

KhuvukuLand?

Sbani-youcancommunicatewithThingo?

Nganono-(nods)whennecessaryyes,Iseeher

aswellanddon'tgivethatface,youknowitwasn't

yourfaultshedied,Itoldyoushewasnevermeant

forthelandoftheliving,herplacewasalwayswith

ourancestors.Herpowerandstrengthhadnoplace

inthisworld,Itoldyoulivinginthisworldwithagift

likeherswasgoingtobeaburdenforher.Nowyou

needtodrinkup,wecan'tbehereforlong,Ineedto

speaktothemakaThingo..

Sbanigulpeddownthedrink,ittastedbitterbuthe

knewthatheneededtotoughenupanddrink,

pissingNganonoupwasthelastthinghewanted.

Hefinishedthedrinkandthrewthebottletothe

smallbininthecorner...



Nganono-wegoingtoneedtocleansetheZwane

familyforthehorribledeedyoubroughttothem

beforewedoawelcomingceremonyforyourson...

Sbani-IthoughtwealreadyintroducedSJtotheZulu

ancestors?

Nganono-(shakeshishead)weonlyhadNkanyezi

andNsikayesizweceremony,thatdayweonly

informedtheancestorsofyoureldestsonpresence,

wehavetodothisceremonybecausetheZwane

ancestorsmaydirecttheirangertowardstheboy,if

wecleansetheirhomethanweacknowledgeour

faults,theycalmdownandtheboywillstopbeing

sickaswellashewon'tbecaughtinthefirebetween

theangertheyhavewithyouashisfather..

Shaka-shouldn'tThandekaalsocleanseourhome,

shedidstealimbewuyakwaMageba?

TheyalllaughwellbesideJacksonwhodidn'tcatch

thejoke...



Nganono-(smiles)seewhyamanshouldn'thave

lightskin,notonlydoeshelookblonde,hestarts

talking"blonde"too...

Theyalllaughevenmoreloud...

Jackson-hey,Ifeelofended..

Nganono-sonImusttakemyleavenow,Idon'twant

todisturbmakaThingolateatnight..

Bless-uhmmIdon'tthinkitpossibleforyoutotalk

tohertodaybaba,she's(clearshisthroat)she'sin

hospital,sufferedcardiacarrest..

Sbani-(winced)howbadisit?

Bless-Iamnotsurebuttheyransometests..

Nganono-wellthat'sfinebutIamgoingtoneedto

seeNkanyezitomorrow..

Sbani-why?Istheresomethingwrongwithher?



Nganono-nothingyoushouldworryyourselfabout

fornow,keepwellson..

NganonoandMrZulubidfarewellandexittheroom..

Sbani-(looksatBless)tellyourfatherIneedtosee

himnow..

Bless-(sighs)okay..

Jackson-wellcanyoutwopleaseexcuseus,Ineed

tohaveaprivatechatwithmyclient..

ShakaandBlessexittheroom...

ATGALLERIASHOPPINGMALL...

Nomusahadboughtafewdressesandskirtsthat

shelikedbutBandilehadinsistedthatshelooksfor

somethingelsetoweartonightasnoneofthe



dressesandskirtssheboughtwerefitfortonight's

party..

Bandile-hey,howcomeIhaven'tseenyoutryout

pants,skinnyjeansorshorts?

Nomusa-angiwagqokiamabhulukwe(Idon'twear

pants)

Bandile-(shocked)whodoesn'twearpants?Isitpart

ofyourreligion?Achurchthing?

Nomusa-(shakesherhead)myfather,hedoesn't

likepants..

Bandile-sothat'stheonlyreasonwhyyoudon'twear

pants?Becauseyourfathersaysso?

Nomusa-(looksdown)yeah..

Bandile-(huffs)(mutters)maybeyourfatherand

minecomefromthesamewomb..

Nomusa-huh?..

Bandile-nothing,wellitagoodthingthatyourfather

ain'there,sowhydon'tyoupicksomeskinnyjeans



andtrythemout,Ibettheywouldlookgoodonyou,

infacteverythinglooksgoodonyou..

Nomusablushesandmovesawayfromhim,he's

beendoingthatalot,complementinghereverynow

andthan,almostasifhewasn'tevenawarehewas

doingit.Bandile'sphonevibrated,helookedatitand

sawZenande'snameonthescreen..

Bandile-talktome..

Zee-(rollshereyes)whereareyouguys?

Bandile-weatH&M..

Zee-ohluckymeIwasjustbytheentrance..

Theybothendedthecall,secondslaterZenande

walkedinonthem...

Zee-(looksatNomusa)(smiles)Iseeyouhave

managedtoshopafewclothesforyourself..



Nomusa-(rollseyes)Idohaveanideaofthekindof

clothesIlike.

Bandile-pleasetellhershewouldlookgoodin

pants..

Zee-shelooksgoodinanything..

Bandile-Iknow,wellIwillletyouladiesdoyourthing,

Iamgoingtostockonbooze(winksatNomusa)see

youlaterpuffcheeks..

Hejogsoutthestore,leavingNomusawithred

cheeks...

ATTHESTATION...

Thedooropened,Sbaniwalkedinandsatopposite

Moses..

Moses-youwantedtoseeme..



Sbani-(smirks)thatwasquick,Ididn'tthinkthatyou

wouldgetherethisfast..

Moses-justsoyouknowIdon'ttakeitkindlytoyou

summoningmelikeIworkforyou..

Sbani-(shrugs)youhereso,anywaysIwantyouto

doyourthingandgetmeapasstoseeNellyandmy

kids..

Moses-(laughs)andwhywouldIdothat?What

makesyouthinkIwouldevenagreetosuchathing,I

likeseeingyouhere..

Sbani-yougoingtodoitbecauseIsaidso,simpleas

that..

Moses-(laughs)(standsup)youwastingmytime..

Sbani-(Bangsthetable)sityourassdown..

Moses-(annoyed)fuckyou..

Sbani-Iwonderwhatyourdaughterwouldthinkif

shefoundoutdeadbeatdaddyhereisresponsible

withfor...

Moses-thecarwouldbeherearound8pm,beready..



Hesaysthatandbangsthedooronhiswayoutthe

room..

ATMASIWELA'SHOUSE...

Zenandefinisheddoinghermakeupandturnedto

Nomusawhowascontemplatingonwhethertowear

sandalsorsneakerswhichZenandeforcedherto

buy..

Zee-justweartheChuckTaylor's,theywilllookgood

withyourbluejeans,besideswearegoingtobeat

thegrounds,youdon'twantyourfeettogetdirtyor

evencold,wegoingtobeoutsideallnight..

Nomusa-okay

Zee-(looksatherjeans)damn,Bandilewasright,you

definitelylookhot,lookatthatass.

Nomusa-(smiles)doIreallylooknice?



Zee-nice?You'reallflamesgirl..

Nomusa-huh?

Zee-(shrugsheroff)uyashisamntwana,thatwhatI

meantwhenIsaidflames.Anywaysdoyouwantto

putmakeup?Althoughyoudon'treallyneedit..

Nomusa-Iwanttotryit..

Zee-(smiles)okaysitandletmeworkmymagic...

45minuteslater...

Zenande'sphonebeepedindicatingatext,shereads

thetextandstandsupexcitedly..

Zee-theguysarehere,getyourslingbagandlet's

go..

Nomusa-okay...

Twominuteslatertheywalkoutthegateandfinda



blackH1parkedontheside,Sandilewaskickingthe

airbusysmokingoutsidethecar,henoticedthetwo

ladiesbecauseZenandewasinstructingTobitogo

backinsidetheyard.Heashedouthiscigaretteand

grinnedlookingatZeeandtheunknowngirlnextto

her..

Zee-(hugshim)Sandz..

Sandile-what'supma,who'sthebirdwithyou?

Zee-(smiles)MusameetSandile,he'sBandile'stwin,

SandilethisMusaafriend..

Nomusa-hi..

Sandile-(hugsher)youwillhavetoforgiveme,Iam

ahugger....

Bandile-stopsuffocatingthegirlbro..

Theylaughandbreakthehug,Bandilepinches

Nomusa'scheekandtakesinheroutfit..



Bandile-(smiles)Itoldyoupuffcheeksthatjeans

willlookgoodonyou..

Nomusa-(blushes)thankyou..

Sandile-wait,youknowbirdhere?

NomusawasconfusedastowhywasSandilewas

callingher"bird",theonlybirdsheknewwasthe

onesthatfly..

Nomusa-mynameisNomusa,notbird..

Sandilewidenhiseyesandlooksather,Zeeand

Bandilelaughbecausetheyhavegrownto

understandNomusa..

Zee-(patsSandile'sback)don'tworry,shedoesthat

alot..

Sandile-(smiles)wellshe'sluckyshe'scute..



Zee-Iknowright,toocute..

Bandile-motherfuckenbeautiful(pinchesher

cheeksagain)...

Nomusa-(blushes)(protests)Ndile!!!

Hesmileshearinghercallhimbyhisnickname,

she'sneverdonethatbeforebuthe'snot

complainingbecausehelikeit..

Sandile-wellletsgo,Iamperformingtonight,Ineed

tomeetthetechguysforsoundcheck...

Zee-(nods)okaybutfirstweneedtopassbySouth

pointresidenceandpickupNomusa'sfriend,Smiso

right?

Nomusa-yeah..

TheyallhopinsidetheH1,whichhadthreeguysand

onegirl,Sandile'sfriends.Theyallgreeteachother

andsettledown.NomusasitsnexttoZee...



Zee-soyougotusadriver?

Bandile-(nods)oneofmydad'sguys,Ifiguredallof

uswouldbewasted...

Zee-Ilikethewayyouthink...

Oneoftheunknownguyspoursshotsforeveryone,

Nomusatakesthesmallshotplasticcupandgulps

itjustlikeeveryoneelse,itwasn'tabitterstrong

tastelikesheexpectedittobeinfactittastedlike

coughsyrup...

Nomusa-(licksthecup)Ilikethis..

Zee-(laughs)firsttimedrinking?

Nomusa-notreally,Mpumistolesomeofher

boyfriendsalcohol,butIdidn'tlikethebittertaste..

Zee-(giggles)hmmmsoyounotthatinnocent,we

goingtohavesomuchfun...



Sandileinstructsthedrivertoturnthemusicup,they

shareanotherroundofshots...

ATMHLANGANETCAREHOSPITAL...

ShakawalksinsideNelly'shospitalroom,heplaces

thewhiterosesnexttothewindowstand.Hedidn't

knowwhethershewasasleeporstillpassedout

becauseofthesedatives.Thebeepingofthe

machinewastheonlythingthatcouldbeheard.He

walkedtowardsherandbrushedthepalmofher

hand...

Shaka-youlooksopeacefulbutthanagainIalways

likedyoubetterwhenyouasleepbecausethat'sthe

onlytimewhenIgettolookatyouandallowmyself

toloveyoulikehowIwanttoo.

Hemovesclosertoher...



Shaka-AsmuchasIlovethesleepingformofyou

butItreasurethehappy,bubblysideofyoutoo.I

loveitwhenyousmileandyoushowthosetwo

pointedteethofyours,howyousquintyoureyes

everytimeyoulaugh,youhavenoideawhatyour

smilesdoestome,sometimeswhenyousmilelike

thatatme,Igetthefeelingthatyouseemyfeelings

foryourrightthroughme.Canyouseeit?Doyou

reallyknowhowIfeelaboutyou?

...(silent)...

Shaka-(sighs)ithardforme,sometimesIjustwant

topackandgo,startalifesomewherewereIdon't

havetolookatyouandwishthatyouweremine,

wishthatNkanyeziandNsikawereours,sothatI

don'thavetolookatmybrotherandthinkhowlucky

heistohaveyou,wishthatIcouldtakehisplacebut

thanagainIdon'twanttotakehisplacebecauseI

don'twanttobesecondbesttoyou,Iwanttobethe

bestforyou,theonlyone(laughs)Iguessthatwhat



meandSbanihaveincommon,webothselfishly

wantyouasourown...

Heplayswithherfingers...

Shaka-Iwonderhowyoufeelaboutme,Idon'tknow

butIrememberbacktothedaywhenIwasatyour

apartmentandwehaddinnertogether,Iremember

howyoulaughedatmyeveryjoke,howyourbody

feltnexttomines,howyoulookeddirectlytomy

eyes,IguessthatwhyIcan'tseemtomoveon,I

alwaysrememberbacktothatday,Ialsoholdonto

howcomfortableyoualwaysarearoundme.Tellme

Iamwrong?Tellmeyoudon'tfeelanythingforme?

Squeezemyhand..

...(silent)...

Shaka-(laughsandsmiles)(shakeshishead)you

drivemecrazy,Idon'tevenknowwhyIamtalkingto



youlikeyouinacoma...

Heuseshishandandtracesherface,herskinwas

sosoft,hestoppedrighttoherpoutedpinklips...

Shaka-Godyousobeautiful,Iamgoingtokissyou,

becausethisistheonlychanceIwouldeverget...

Heslowlybendsdown,pullstheoxygenmaskoff

andkissesher,hislipsstayrootedonhersoftlips

forafewsecondsbeforehepullstheoxygenmask

backonandplaceshislipsonherforehead...

Shaka-(whispers)Iloveyou...

Hebrusheshercheekonemoretimeandmakeshis

waytowardsthedoor,hisheartalmoststops

beatingwhenhefindshisbrotherseatedononeof

thebenchesnexttothedoorholdingabouquetof



pinkroses..

Shaka-Sbani?

Sbani-bafo..

Shaka-whatareyoudoinghere?Didyouescape?

Sbani-No,my"fatherinlaw"pulledsomestrings,I

haveathreedayspass..

Shaka-(clearshisthroat)howlonghaveyoubeen

sittinghere...

Sbani-(staresathim)notlong...

...(silent)...

Sbani-sohowisshe?

Shaka-she'snotawake,butshelookslikeshe's

goingtobeokay.....

...(silent)...



Shaka-wellIwillleaveyoutoattendyouwoman,you

don'twanttowastetimenowdoyou..

Sbani-yeah,my"woman"(smiles)wellthankfor

checkinguponherbrother..

Shaka-anytime..

Sbaniwalksinsidetheroomandclosesthedoor,

Shakafinallybreathes,hebrusheshissweatingface.

Somethingtellshimhisbrotherheardeverythingbut

thantheSbaniheknewwouldhavehadhisface

connectedwiththewallsbeforethewords"Iam

sorry"lefthismouth...

ATUKZNSPORTINGGROUNDS(HOWARD

CAMPUS)...

TheguysgetouttheH1withcoolerboxesaswellas

gazeebotents...



Bandile-wegoingtofindasportandsetup..

ThegirlsgetouttheH1,Nomusalooksaround,the

groundwaspackedwithstudentsandtents,music

wasloudandsowasthescreams....

Nomusa-somanypeople..

Zee-(looksaround)wellitisthebiggestevent,

everyonealwayslooksforwardtothefreshersbash..

Smiso-youguysarefriendswithBandile,isn'the

partofrugbyteam..

Zee-(nods)youhisfangirltoo?

Smiso-(shakesherhead)nobutthegirlsoncampus

alwaystalkabouthimlikehe'ssomesortofcelebrity,

welltheytalkaboutallsportguyslikethey

celebrities..

Nomusa-alltheguysarehot...



Sheputsherhandsonhermouthwhensherealises

shesaidthatoutloud,SmisoandZeelaughather...

Zee-don'tworry,notallguysinthecityarehot,it

justthatyouhadthepleasureofbeinginthe

companyofthehotones..

Smiso-(laughs)true..

Zee-okaysoIamgoingtobemamabearrightnow.

Youdonotwanderfaroff,youdonotacceptdrinks

fromstrangers,whenyoufeellikeyourheadisheavy

andyoustartingtoseedouble,youstopdrinkingand

youdrinkasmuchwaterasyoucan,thereisa

designatedcoolerboxfilledwithjustwaterbottles.

Ifyougoingtomakeoutwithaguymakesureit

someoneyouwon'twakeuptomorrowmorningand

regreteverything.(Laughs)Nosex...

Theyalllaugh...

RemembertoLIKEandCOMMENTalways



[11/3,21:11]Marcia:Insert135..

ATUKZNSPORTINGGROUNDS(HOWARD

CAMPUS)...

Studentswerescattedalloverthegrounds,some

werealreadydrunktotheirkneesastheykept

blabbingnonsenseandlosingtheirsteps,itwasa

newenvironmenttoNomusayetshewasenjoying

herself.Whatwasshockingtoherwashow

everyonewassofriendly,girlsshedidn'tknowwould

comeoverandtalkwiththem,laughandsome

wouldeventakepicturesormakevideos,everyone

seemedsocarefree.Zenandetoldherthereason

whyeveryonewassofriendlywasbecauseofthe

alcohol,whenpeoplearedrinkingtheyallhaveone

commongoalittogetwastedandhavefun.They

werenowseatedontheircampchairswatchingone

ofBandile'sfriendswhowastryingtoscore...

Smiso-(laughs)she'sdefinitelyfallingforhistricks..



Zee-(laughs)Iknowright,lookatthewayshe's

swingingherlegs,she'sdefinitelyfeelinghim..

Smiso-Iamnotsurprisedthough,theguyisa

looker..

Nomusa-(looksaround)uphiBandile?

Zee-Sandzisabouttoperform,Ithinkhewentto

helphimsetup,whichremindsme,weshould

probablymoveclosertothestage..

Smiso-whowilllookafterourstuffhere?

Zee-him(pointsatthedriver)notonlyhe'sourdriver

buthe'soursecurity..

Nomusa-likeabodyguard?

Smiso-kantihowrichisBandile'sfamily?

Zee-(looksatNomusa)heworksasabodyguard

forBandile'sfamily,theydefinitelyrich,hisfather

headstheNationalIntelligence..

Smiso-(gasps)wow,He'sMosesGasason,he'smy

favouritepolitician..

Zee-(shrugs)he'snotthatgreatonceyougetto



knowhim,anywaysletmoveladies..

Thegroupmovesclosertothestage...

Girl-(speaksonthemicrophone)UKZNWASSUP!!!....

Thestudentsstartsscreamingandwhistlingin

excitement..

Girl-(smiles)YEAH!!!!THATWHATI'MTALKING

ABOUT,IHAVEASURPRISEPERFORMANCEFOR

YOU,WANNATAKEAGUESSWHOITIS?..

Thecrowstartschanting"BUCKS"andscreaming

evenlouder,theyshoutoutthename"BUCKS"....

Girl-(smiles)yeah!!!,hemadehisdebutappearance

attheNelsonMandelaGlobalCitizenconcert,46664,



hedroppedhisfirstsinglelastyearandperformedit

attheHipHopfest,nowhe'sbackevenmorebigger

andbetter,GIVEITUPFOR

"BBBBUUUUUCCCCCKKKKSSSS!!!!!!"...

Zee-(screams)WOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO!!!!

Smiso-(clappinghands)WOOOOOOOOO!!!!!Wow!!I

didn'tknowhewasthisbig..

Zee-(smile)hejustmadeintothegame,he'smost

populararoundDurbanrightnowbuthe'stotally

killingthegame(nudgesNomusa)...

Nomusa-wooo!!!Whydidyoudothat?

Zee-(giggles)yousoundlikeapuppybutIwantyou

toscreamandletloose,itaturnup,don'tbea

walkingdeadnow..

Theyallgiggle...

Nomusa-(smiles)leavemealone.....



Sandile,stagename"Bucks"startsperforming

makingeveryonelosetheirminds,Nomusawatches

asZenandeandSmisodance,shakingtheirbuttlike

thosegirlsshesawontv,shesmileslookingaround

asallgirlswereeithershakingtheirassorgrinding

theirassesonguyscrotchs.OneofSandile'sfriends

walkstothemandhandsthemonelitresofSmirnoff

stormseach,butbeforetheycoulddrinkit,theyall

doshotsagainasagroupbutthistimetheshotsare

strongandbitter....

Nomusa-(frowns)AAAAAHHHHH!!!!!

Theyalllaughatherandkeepondancing,Smiso

pullshertowardsthemandwinglesherbody,

followingtheirrhythm,shelaughsandcatcheson.

Theykeepdancingandsippingontheirdrinks,they

wouldstopandlaughhereandtherebutSandilewas

givingoutafireperformancethattheyhardlyspoke

butjustscreamedandenjoyedthemusic.The



alcoholhadkickedinalongtimeagobutitlikeever

sinceshehadthatshotandstarteddrinkingthe

Storm,herheadhadstartedtobuzz,shefelt

somethingtakeoverherbodyandsheletloose...

Nomusa-(screaming)WOOOOOOOOO!!!!!!!GO

BBBUUUUUCCCCKKKSSS!!!!!...

ZenandeandSmisolookedateachotherandsmiled,

joiningNomusaonherscreams...

Them-WOOOOOOOOOOOO!!!!!!GOOOOO

BBBBUUUUUUCCCCCKKKKSSS!!!!!!...

ATZIMBALIESTATE....

Thetwinswerefinallyasleep,Nomveloofferedto

staywiththemandhelpMasiwelasinceNellywasin

hospital,shetiedhergownandwalkeddownstairs,



sheheldherchestwhenshefoundherbrother

takingbeeroutofthefridge...

Nomvelo-younearlygavemeaheartattack,Ididn't

knowyouwerehere..

Bless-Ijustarrived,(looksatherbarelegs)you

stayingthenight?

Nomvelo-yeah,IthoughtIshouldhelpoutsince

Nellyisn'there.

Bless-youalone?Itawfullyquiet..

Nomvelo-(nods)MaSiwelajustleftafewhoursago

butshewouldbebackinthemorning,wantmeto

dishforyou?

Bless-(nods)yesplease..

Nomvelo-gosit,Iwillbringyourfoodtoyou..

Henodsandwalksoutthekitchen,shestaresathis

backafewsecondsbeforemovingtowardsthepots.

Hemakeshimselfcomfortableonthecouchand



opensthesportchannel.Shewalkstohimwithhis

warmplateoffoodandhandsittohim,theyhands

brushtogether,theystopandstareateachother..

Bless-(takestheplate)thisshouldstop..

Nomvelo-(sitsdown)why?

Bless-becauseitnotrightMvelo,wesiblings..

Nomvelo-don'tyouthinkIknowthat,Iamtryingbut

Ican't..

Bless-(smiles)Thanksforthefood..

Hestartsmunchingonhisfood,theysittogether

quietly,shetrieswatchingthetvbutfails..

Bless-youcanchangethechannelyouknow..

Nomvelo-Idon'twanttochangethechannel,Iwant

ustostopavoidingtheelephantintheroom...

Bless-(sighs)weweredoinggreat,whatchanged?



Nomvelo-really?Werewereallydoinggreat?

Bless-okaymaybenotreallybutweweredoing

prettyokay,handlingthesituationbetter,getting

alongnicely..

Nomvelo-Blessingweneverhadaproblemgetting

along,thatwasoneofthereasonswhyweevenfall

inlovewitheachother,wegotalongsowell,likea

houseonfire...

Bless-"inlove"?Thataverystrongwordtodefine

whatwehad,don'tyouthink?Ithinktheword

"feelings"ismuchsuitedforwhatwehave..

Nomvelo-soyoudoadmityoustillhavefeelingsfor

me?

Bless-IhaveneverdeniedmyfeelingsforyouMvelo

butwebothknowtherecanneverbeanything

betweenus.Iamtryingtomoveonhere,Iamfinally

tryingtopicturemylifewithsomeonewho'snotyou,

Ireallydon'twanttotalkaboutthis,Idon'tknow

whattalkingaboutitwillchangeforus?Because

nothingwillchange,Iamyourbrother,you'remy

sister.



Mvelo-(teary)tellthattomyheart..

...(silent)...

Mvelo-IwishIhadaswitchwhereIcouldjustswitch

thesethoughtsandfeelingsIhaveforyou,Iknowit

disgustingandnotrightbutIloveyouBlessing,not

justasmybrotherbutIloveyou..

Bless-Iambuildingarelationshipwithsomeone

else..

Mvelo-(looksathim)youdon'tloveher..

Bless-(sighs)Imaynotbeheadoverheelsinlove

withherbutIcaredeeplyforher..

Hestandsupandwalkstothekitchen,shefollows

behindhim,hewasheshisplateandtakesanother

beeroutthefridgeandturnstoher,hesighsand

placesthebeeronthecounterandmovescloserto

her,huggingher..



Bless-youneedtoletmegojustlikeIamtryingto

letyougo..

Nomvelo-(sniffs)canyoukissme,onelasttime

thanIpromiseIwillletitgo..

Bless-Mvelo..

Nomvelo-please..

Hepulledawayfromthehug,hiseyesstayedglued

tohers,sheslowlyleanedherlipstohis,heknew

whattheywereabouttodowaswrong,hewantedto

stopthiswholemadnessbutitwasthelonging,the

hopeandthedesperationinhereyesthatmadehim

givein,Sheclosedhereyesclosingthedistance

betweentheirlips.Blessleanedin,wastingnotime

thrustinghisthicktongueintohermouth,sucking

downonhers.Herkissesweresweetandtangy,as

inappropriatethisactwashelovedhowhertongue

feltbrushedupagainstandtangledwithhis.She

moanedfeelinghisgrowingmanhoodpushing

againsthersex.Pickingherupandswingingher



overthekitchencounter,heslammedherhard

againstherbody.Shewrappedherbarelegsaround

historsoandbrokethekisstopullhisshirtoverhis

head.Blessreachedhergownanduntiedtheknot

exposinghersilkgown,showingherpointed

nipples.Takingoneintohismouth,Blessroughly

suckedandpulledtheslikfabrictotheside.

Tighteningherlegsaroundhim,sheunbuttonedhis

jeansanddraggedbothhispantsandboxersoff,

leavinghimcompletelynaked.Theycontinued

kissingandsuckingoneachothersmouthswith

fierceurgency.Asiftheywerethesourceforeach

othersoxygensupply.Blessliftedherupandcarried

hertothecouch,tossingherdown,watchingher

breastassheplayedwiththemwhiletuggingherslik

nightyup,tossingthenightytotheside,theylocked

eyes,shenodded,withinsecondsshefelthishands

caressherthighssoftlyfollowedbyhiswetkisses....

(EXPLICITCONTENT,FOUNDINTHEGROUP)



Nomvelo-(playswithhisfingers)Doyouregretwhat

happened..

Bless-(rubshiseyes)No...

Nomvelo-(smiles)(kisseshischest)Thankyou,I

knowitwrongbutI..weneededit..

Bless-(sighs)Yeah....

Shewasabouttosaysomethingbutherphone

startedtoring,sheusedherarmtoreachit...

Nomvelo-hello..

Blesstookthatopportunitytomovehimselffrom

thecouch,hepickedhispantsandboxersup

makinghiswaytotheguestroom.Hewalkedtothe

insuitebathroomandsplashedhisfacewithcold

water.Theguiltofwhattheyjustdidwaseatinghim

upbutthefactthatheenjoyedit,wasbugginghim

evenmore.Hecouldn'tunderstandwhyhelusted

overhissisterlikethis,theimageofhernakedbody



againsthismadehimwanttogobacktothatlounge

roomandfillherupagain.Justthethoughtofwhat

happenedwasenoughtomakehimhardagain...

Bless-FUCK!!!!...

Helookedathiserectpenisanddecidedtowalk

insidetheshowertocoolhimselfoffwithacold

shower.Whilehewasshowering,Nomveloplaced

herphoneontheglasscoffeetableandsmiledto

herselfthinkingaboutwhatjusthappened,shesaw

hisT-shirtonthefloor,hemusthavemisseditwhen

hewaspickinghisclothesup.Shetooktheshirtand

woreit,enhalinghisstrongmuscularperfurm.She

noticedaawhitecumstainontheblackleather

couch,shequicklywalkedtothekitchentotakea

papertowel,poursomepineJel,afterwipingthe

whitestainoff,shedisposedthepapertoweland

clearedtheloungeupbeforewalkingtothe

guestroomshewasoccupying..



30minuteslater...

Shedidn'twanttoshowerbecauseshelovedhis

smellmixedwithhersbutshefeltstickybetween

herlegssosheendeduptakingashower.She

moisturizedherhandsandlookedatherselfinthe

mirror,shecouldn'tstopsmiling,shequickly

rememberedaboutthephonecallshegotfromher

co-worker,soshequicklymadeherwaytothe

guestroomwhichBlesswasoccupying,sheknocked

beforeopeningthedoor..

Nomvelo-uhmmareyouasleep?

Bless-(shakeshishead)nope,Iwasgoingtogo

downnowandhaveanotherbeer..

Nomvelo-thecall,itwasanursethatworksatthe

hospital,apparentlytheybumpedintoZandileat

CAPPELLO'S,shesaysshewasalreadyhalfway

throughawinebottlewhentheyfoundher,sothey

allchilledtogetherandhaddrinksbutnowshe'stoo

drunktodriveandtheyallcan'tdrive,shedidn'twant



themtocallherhusbandsotheyfiguredtheycall

mebecausetheyhaveseenusistalkinglatelyat

work..

Bless-(frowns)IthoughtZandiledidn'tdrink?

Nomvelo-areyoutwoclose?

Bless-uhmmno,butwhenweallhaddinneratmy

houseshedeclinedalcohol,saidshedoesn'tdrink..

Nomvelo-ohYeah,wellIcouldhavegonetofetch

herbutIambabysitting,ItriedShaka'snumberbut

hedidn'tpickup...

Bless-(takeshiscarkeys)itokay,Iwillgo..

Shestoppedhimfrompassingherandbrushedher

lipsonhis...

Nomvelo-(smiles)nowyoucango...

Bless-(clearsthroat)uhmyeah...



Hewalkeddownthestairswithoutevenlooking

backather,alotwasrunningthroughhishead...

ATMHLANGANETCAREHOSPITAL...

Hesathimselfnexttoher,hedidn'tmakeany

meanstotouchherortalktoher,allhedidwasjust

stareather.Hehadplacedhisflowersontheside

cabinetofthebed,everytimehiseyestraveledtothe

oxygenmaskhefeltguilty,itwashisfaultthatshe

wasonthishospitalbed.Whenitgottoomuchwith

juststaringather,hewalkedtowardsthewindow

andnoticedtherosesinsidetheglassvaseonthe

windowstand.Hecouldfeelhisangerbuildingup

buthetriedhisbesttocalmhimselfdown,heonly

hadthreedayswithher,hedidn'twanttowaste

thosethreedaysbeingajealouspossessive

boyfriend.Thedooropened,amalenursewalkedin...

Sbani-(frowns)whoareyou?



Guy-uhmmIworkheresir,IcametochangeherIV

drip..

Sbani-whydidtheysendyou?Couldn'ttheysenda

femaletodothat..

Guy-(rollseyes)Iamperfectlycapableofdoingthe

samejobasafemalenursewouldsir,nowifyou'd

excuseme,IneedtochangeMissSiweladrip..

Sbani-(movestowardsthebed)Idon'tcarethatyou

capableofdoingyourjob,Ijustdon'twantyou

touchingherperiod,howcantheysendamaleto

assistatnightwithasedatedfemalesleepingalone

inoneroom?

Guy-(frowns)areyoutryingtoaccusemeof

something?

Sbani-No,butshouldIbeworried,youseemtobe

verydefensive?

Guy-wouldn'tyoubewhensomeoneaccusesyouof

suchaseriouscrime?Nowpleaseletmechangeher

IVdrip,youheresoIguessyouwillsupervise...

Sbani-fine,butIdon'twantyoutouchingherinone



placeforlong,doyourshitandgetout..

Themalenurseshakeshisheadandwalkstowards

Nelly,Sbanikeepshiseyesonthemalenurses

hands,notblinkingevenforasecond.Within

minutesthemalenurseisdone,heturnstoSbani...

Guy-alldone,happy?

Sbani-justgetoutofhere..

Guy-(rollseyes)thevisitinghoursarelongoverbutI

amguessingyoudon'tcareaboutthat..

Sbani-exactly..

Guy-(shrugs)wellthere'sextracleanhospital

blanketsinthatdrawer,hopethecouchwillbe

comfortableforyou...

Sbani-(sighs)Thankyou..

Guy-(smiles)Iamimpressed,you'renotanarrogant

jerkafterall..

Sbani-(sighs)youstillhere?



Guy-(shrugs)itnoteverynightIgettobumpintoa

hunklikeyou(winksathim)byeboujeman...

Sbanilaughslightlyshakinghishead,hefeltstupid

notnoticingtheguywasgay,itnowwhenthemale

nursewalkedouttheroomthathenoticedhowtight

hispantswere.Lipgloss,theguywaswearing

fuckingpinklipglossandheactedallcaveman

whenhe'seyesweren'tevenonthewomanlaidon

thebedbuthim,thistimehelaughsoutloud,he

laughssohardthathedoesn'tnoticeNelly

strugglingtoremovetheoxygenmask....

Nelly-(eyesclosed)(breathingheavily)Sha....sha...

Shaka...

Thesmileonhisfaceturnedintoafrown,helooked

ather,shestillhadhereyesclosed,thehandthat

wasonthemaskhadfalledbackontheside,he

couldhearhowitwasstillastruggleforherto

breath,sohepositionedbacktheoxygenmask,with



hisclenchedteethandshakinghandshestaredat

thewomanheloveswonderingwhywouldthefirst

wordthatcomeouthermouthbehisbrother.He

brushedhisfacefrustratedlyandleanedplacinga

kissonherforehead,hecouldhearshewasstill

mumblingsomethingandheheardthatnameagain

"Shaka"....

Sbani-(pulledback)Iwillseeyouinthemorning

beautiful....

Hegrabbedtherosesonthewindowstandand

walkedoutthehospitalroom...

ATCAPPELLO'S...

BlessparkedhisGWagonandwalkedtowardsthe

entrance,hegreetedafewguysandlookedaround

searchingforZandileoragroupofwomen.Hiseyes

finallylandedonher,hesighedandwalkedtowards



whereshewas...

Bless-hello..

Lady-(looksathim)areyoutheonesentby

Nomvelo?

Bless-yeah,howbadisshe?

Lady-notbadreally,shelooksmoredepressedthan

drunktobehonest..

Bless-isitjustthetwoofyou?Wherearetheothers?

Lady-theyallleft,Iofferedtowaitbehind,(laughs)I

amthesingleoneofthegroup

Bless-(nods)Iamgoingtocarryher,canyougather

herbagandfollowme..

Lady-Noproblem..

Bless-(looksatZandile)isshepassedout?

Lady-(shakesherhead)Ithoughtshewaspassed

outtoobutIrealisedshe'sbeenzoningout..



BlessmovestowardsZandile,hebendsdown,

wrappinghisarmsaroundher,heliftsherup,

makingZandilecomebacktolife..

Zandile-whyamI....(eyesout)Bless..

Bless-Yeah,canyouplaceyourarmsaroundmy

necksoIcanbalanceyou..

Zah-wha...whatareyoudoing....(smilessheeply)

wait,areyoucarryingme?

Bless-(nods)yes,nowyouarmsplease...

Shewrapsherarmsaroundhisneckandsmiles

lookingathim...

Zah-areyoustrong?(Looksathisflexedmuscles)

youdefinitelystrong..

Bless-okay,wewalkingnow...

Zah-(screams)THISFEELSLIKEAMOVIE..Bless

youmysuperhero...HELLO,EVERYONE,



HELLO!!!!!!....MYCRUSHISCARRYINGMEOUTSIDE

THEPUB,HE'SVERYSTR......

Shecouldn'tevenfinishhersentencewhenshefelt

somethingcomeherthroat,shethrewuponthe

floor,thepukejustmissingthetableandthepeople

whowereseatedaroundit...

Lady-jesus...uhmmIamsosorry..

Blessstopsandlooksatthemesswhichhas

happened,heapologizedtotheguyswhowere

seatedonthattablebuttheyshruggedeverything

offandtoldhimthatitwasokaytheyunderstand.In

facttheycheeredZandiletellingBlessthatshehad

beenagreatsporttonight,Blesssighedwondering

whatexactlyhadshedonetonightbeforehearrived,

itseemedshehadquiteanumberoffans.Zandile

giggledandtightenedherholdonBless,sheused

hisT-shirttowipehermouth...



Zah-EVERYONEHE'SMYCRUSH!!!!....

Drunkpeoplecheeredaroundthepub,someblowing

whistles...

Girl-WOOOOOOO!!!!!Yougogggiiirrrllll...

Girl2-(thumbsup)gogethim...

Zah-(burps)YOUSHOULDSEEHOWBIGHISDI....

Blesscoveredhermouthbeforeshecouldfinishher

sentenceandshouted"timetogo",everybody

cheeredthemastheymadetheirwayoutthepub...

Zah-(burps)(giggles)thatwasabigone,wantto

hearmedoanotherone,butlouderthistime..

Bless-(laughs)Iwouldlovetohearyoudoalouder

onebutIthinkthatenoughfortonight..



Zah-(smiles)lastone,Ipromise...

Sheburpedlouderthistime,almostasifitwasan

animalgrowling,Blessopenedthecardoorlaughing

ather,heplacedonthebackseatandstrappedher

safely....

Zah-hey,youdidn'ttellmehowwasmyburp?

Bless-(laughs)thebestIhaveeverhad,Iamclosing

thedoornow..

Heclosedthedoorandsighedturningtothelady..

Bless-what'swrongwithher?Ihaveneverseenher

likethis?

Lady-Idon'tknowbutIhaveseensomeoneIcare

aboutactingjustlikeshe'sacting.Thisisasignof

someonecryingforhelp,someonewhoisdepressed.

I'veworkedwithherfor6yearsnowandneverhaveI



seenherlikethis,she'salwayssoreservedandwell

puttogether..

Bless-(nods)yeah,Idon'tknowherthatwellbutI...

Thebackseatwindowrolleddown...

Zah-whatareyoutwotalkingabout?

Bless-(looksather)nothing,youokay?

Zah-(frowns)isshehittingonyou?

Lady-(laughs)ofcoursenot...

Zah-GOOD!!!he'smylindtchocolatetoeat...

Thewindowrolledupagain,theycouldhearherburp

againandgiggletalkingtoherselfhowthatwasa

veryweakone...

Bless-(sighed)wheredoyoustay?Icandropyou

off..



Lady-westbridge..

Bless-okay,hopin..

ATUKZNSPORTINGGROUNDS(HOWARD

CAMPUS)....

NomusaandSmisowerenowseatedontheircamp

chairsdrinkingtheir4thbottleofSmirnoffstorms,it

safetosaytheyallwereprettydrunknow.During

thedancingsession,Nomusawatchedasalmost

everygirlhadtheirtonguesshoveddownaguys

throat,shewasn'tgrossedoutorwincingatwhat

washappeningaroundher,infactshefeltlikeshe

waslikeeveryotherstudent,sheremembershow

hergrandmotherhadtoldherthatuniversitywillbea

placewhereshediscoversherselfandalso

experiencealot.Hergrandmotherwasright,Smiso

nudgedherandpointedinfrontofthem,shegasped

seeingZenandepressedtogetherwithagirland

suckingfacewhiletheirhandsgrabbedeachother's

butts...



Smiso-(giggles)that'ssohot...

Guy-damn!!!...

Bandile-(laughs)Zeeisthelifeoftheparty...

Smiso-Ididn'tknowshewasalesbain..

Nomusa-(shakesherhead)she'snot...

Theyallstareatthetwogirlsmakingout,oblivious

tothemanystaresaroundthem...

Nomusa-(smiles)Zeeisarainbow...

Bandile-(shocked)(looksatNomusa)(smiles)you

keepamazingme..

Sheblushesandgulpsherdrink...

Guy-(turnstoSmiso)canyouaccompanymetothe

toilet..



Smiso-su...

Nomusa-she'sagirl,whydo...

Bandilenudgesher,shenodsrememberinghow

Zenandetoldherthatwhenaguyasksyouto

accompanyhimtothetoiletoranywhereitwasa

codefor"canwetalkinprivate"or"wegoingto

makeout",Nomusagrinswithredcheeksandturns

toSmiso...

Smiso-willyoubeokay?

Nomusa-(nods)(blushes)go....

WhenSandile'sfriendandSmisodisappearintothe

crowdofstudents,NomusaturnstoBandilewho

waspouringhimselfvodkaonhiscup...

Nomusa-can...canIdrinkthattoo..

Bandile-youwanttodrinkvodka?



Nomusa-(nods)yeah..

Bandile-uhmmmn,noway(shakeshishead)Iknow

IamdrunkAFnowbutthere'snowayIamgiving

youvodka...

Nomusa-please...

Helooksatherpuppyeyes,hecursedhimselfonthe

inside,heknewthatshewasn'tpurposelyshowing

himherpuppyeyesjustsohecouldgivein,itwas

theinnocenceinher,shewasalreadydrunk,her

eyeswerenowredandsmallbutwhatamazedhim

washowforafirsttimershewasn'tyetpassedout.

Hepouredhercranberryjuiceonthecupbefore

addingthevodka...

Nomusa-(tastedthedrink)Ilikeit..

Bandile-so...youandmybrother,isitserious?

Nomusa-notyet,kusamelesikhulumekuqala(we

needtotalkfirst)

Bandile-doyoulovehim?



Nomusa-Idon'tknow...

Bandile-howaboutme?Doyoulikeme?

Nomusa-Idon'tknow,youmakemelaugh...

Sbumakesmefeelsafe..

Bandilenodsinunderstanding,Nomusawasstill

verymuchnaiveandconfused,shewasn'tusedto

guysgivingherattention,hencewhyeverything

madeherblush,hedecidedtoendtheserioustalk

andgrabherhandsotheycouldgodance.They

dancedtothesong,withalcoholinhersystemshe

dancedthewayshesawthegirlsdancing,she

swayedherhipsandtwerkedlightly.Aragaesong

startedtoplay,withoutwarning,Bandilepulledher

towardshischest,huggingherfrombehind,withhis

handswrappedaroundherwaist,hetookhercup

fromherhands,theykeptmovingtothemusic,his

headleaneddown,ingnitingherskinintoflames,she

struggledtocatchherbreathashisheadwasburied

inthecrookofherneck...



Bandile-(whispers)Idon'tknowifitbecauseIam

drunkbutyousmelllikevanilladippedintothe

coolnessoftheocean...

Sheshiveredwhenhisbreathfannedthesensitive

partofherbody.Hedroppedtheemptycupsonthe

floor,sheleanedbackonhim,hisarmstightlyheld

herashefelthowhistouchwasmakingherweak

onhersteps,orwasitthealcohol?Buteitherway,

hekeptheronherfeets.Sheswayedherhipssideto

sideandgrindonhisd**,oblivioustotheeffecther

movementhadonhim...
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ATSHAKA'SAPARTMENT...

Hewaspassedoutonthecouchwithahalfwhiskey

bottleinhishand.Theloudbangingofthedoor



wokehimup,hiseyesfeltheavyandheflatasharp

painpassthroughhishead,heaccidentallydropped

thewhiskeybottle,thecontentspillingonthe

carpet...

Shaka-(hissing)ahhhh..FUCK!!!...

Thebangingonthedoordidn'tstop,hestruggled

gettingonhistwofeetsbuteventuallyhemanages

tostandstraightandlookatthetime,thebanging

onthedoorgotevenlouder,thepersonwasn'tgiving

up...

Shaka-(annoyed)I'mcoming,I'mcoming(clicked

histongue)whoknocksonpeople'sdoorsinthe

middleofthenight...

Hefinallyreachedthedoorandturnedthelock,

beforehecouldevenopenthedoor,thepersonon

theothersideforcefullypushedthedooropen



beforehecouldevencomprehendwhatwasgoing

on,hesawaglassvasewithflowersflyingdirectly

towardshisface,hetriedtodivesoitdoesn'thithim

buthewastoolate,theglassconnectedwithhis

chinbeforebreakingintopiecesonthefloor,he

lookedupathisbrothershocked...

Shaka-WHATTHEFUCKBRO?!!!!...

Hetouchedthesideofhischinwherehefeltthe

glasscuthimabit,hefinallybreathedasighofrelief

seeingasitwasjustascratch...

Sbani-(clenchinghisteeth)IAMGOINGTO

FUCKINGKILLYOU...IAMGOINGTOKILLYOU...

SbanilungedhisfistbutShakawasquicktodefend

himself,ashardashetriedtoholdhisbrotheroff,

Sbaniwasjusttoostrongforhim,itdidn'thelpthat

ShakawasintoxicatedtooSbanimanagedtopunch



himonhisstomach,hewincedinpainandhishold

onhimweaken,Sbanitookthatopportunitytopin

himtofloorandheldhisface,hisleftsideofthe

cheekwasaninchfromtouchingtheglassyfloor.

Someoftheglasspieceswerepiercinginhisskin...

Sbani-youfuckingboughtmywomanflowers

(laughs)youhadthegutstostaremeintheeyesas

ifyouweren'tjustdeclaringyourundyingloveformy

woman,MYFUCKINGWOMANSHAKA,YOUHEAR

THATMINE...

Shaka-ahhh!!!(Clenchhisteeth)Idon'tknowwhat

thefuckyoutalkingabout..

Sbani-(punchedhisface)keepmakingmeafool

andthesepiecesofglasswillconnectwithyour

entireleftface.(Hissed)Idon'tknowwhyyoukeep

doingthisman,doyouwantmetokillyou,DO

YOU!!!???

Shaka-(spatblood)youhavenoproblemdoingthat,

don'tyoudearbrother?



Hesighsandroughlylet'sgoofhim,helaughs

steppingbackwhileshakinghishead.Hecan't

believehejustusedtheincidencewithNtokozo

againsthim...

Sbani-youknowwhat,FUCKYOU!!!..

Shakafrustratedlygetsupfromthefloor,hiswhole

bodyinpain,hespitsbloodoutofhismouthagain

beforewipinghisjawstaringathisbrother...

Shaka-(angry)Fuckme?Areyouseriousrightnow?

FUCKyoubro,Iamdoneputtingupwithyour

ungratefulass,Ialwaysputyourneedsbeforemines,

alwaystryhelpfixingyourmess,allmyentirelifeI

madesurethatyouhappy.Wealwayshadto

sacrificeorcompromiseallbecause"Sbani"needed

tobeokay,WHATABOUTME?WHATABOUTSIPHO?

doesanyoneeveraskusifweokay,whatwewant?

Orwhatweneed?FUCKINGNO!!!becauseifthe

mighty"Sbani"isn'tthrowingafuckingtantrumthan



everythingisokay.FUCKYOU,IFUCKINGGAVEUP

THEWOMANTHATILOVEBECAUSEOFYOU,Ilove

hertoonowyouwanttobeatmeupbecauseofthe

wayIfeelabouther,thanfuckingdoitbro,comeon,

giveityourbestshot(openinghisarms)yougoing

tohavetokillmebecausenoamountofpunches,

kicksorstrangulationwillchangethewayIfeel..

...(silent)...

Shaka-(laughssarcastically)youknowwhatfunny

hereisIwouldgiveuptheworldforyou,youdon't

evenhavetoaskme,Iwoulddoitonaheartbeat.It

noteasyforme,haveyoueverthoughtabouthow

harditistowatchherhappywithyou?Iamhappy

thatshe'shappybuthonestlyIdon'tthinkyou

deserveher..

Sbani-ohandyoudo?

Shaka-(shakeshishead)Idon'tdeserveheraswell,I

didn'tfightforher,ittookmeseeingherhappywith

someone,withyoutorealisethatIloveherwith



everythinginme...

Sbani-yousayyouwouldgiveuptheworldforme?I

wouldgiveupanythingforyoutoobrother..

Shaka-justnother?

Sbani-NO!!!Iwouldnevergiveherupforyouorfor

anyone,becausewhenitcomestoher,Iwillalways

chooseher,fightforherbecauseshe'sworthest.

Thethingsyoudoforme,Iwoulddotentimesfor

youandSiphobecausewebrothers,webloodbut

whatwillalwaysseparatemefromyouguysisthatI

willneverhaveexcusesformyactionsoractlikea

coward.Youneverhadtogiveupanythingforme,all

youneededtodowasbeselfish,fightforwhatyou

wanted,FUCKeveryoneandanythinginyourway,

butyoucouldneverdothatlittlebrother,youtoo

soft,tooconsiderate.(Movesclosertohim)(bold

voice)GETRIDOFANYFUCKINGFEELINGSYOU

HAVEFORHERBECAUSEIWON'TBEHELD

ACCOUNTABLEFORWHATIDOIFISEEYOU

TOUCHINGHERINAPPROPRIATELYORPLACING

YOURLIPSONHERS.Irespectthefriendshipyou

havewithherbutdon'tpushmebrotheroryoumight



justwakeupthesickpartofmybrainandIwill

forgetthatyoumybrother...

Shaka-(angry)(movesclosertohim)areyou

threateningme?

Sbani-itnotathreatbutawarningandapromise,I

WILLKILLYOU...

...(silent)...

Shaka-youdon'twanttotakemeonSbani..

Sbani-thisisn'tagamelittlebrother,Iwillburyyou

alive,don'ttestme..

Shaka-GETOUT!!!!..

Theystaredateachotherforafewsecondsbefore

Sbanipushedpasthimandwalkedoutthe

apartment,bangingthedoorbehindhim...



ATZIMBALIESTATE...

NomvelowalkedandsatnexttoBlessonthecouch,

hemovedtotheothercouchandplacedaboxof

morningafteraswellasbottleofwater,ajugfilled

withsaltwater..

Bless-drinkup..

Nomvelo-(looksatthepills)uhmmohyeah,when

didyoubuyit?

Bless-onmywaywhenIwasgoingtofetchZandile..

Nomvelo-what'sthewaterinthejugfor?

Bless-itsaltwater,ithelpscleansyouup,works

bestwiththepill.Idon'twanttotakeanychances..

Nomvelo-(clearsthroat)yeah,Iguessyouright..

Shepickedthepillsanddrankthemalongwiththe

saltwater..



Bless-how'sZandile?

Nomvelo-afterbathingher,Igavehersleepingpills,

She'ssoundasleepfornow...

Blessnodsatstaresathisphoneagain,shenoticed

hehasbeenstaringathisphoneeversincehegot

back...

Nomvelo-expectingaphonecall?

Bless-tryingtoreachMusabutnoluck..

Nomvelo-(disappointed)oh...

...(silent)...

Bless-Iamgoingtotellherthetruth..

Nomvelo-sorry?

Bless-IamgoingtotellMusaaboutwhathappened



tonight..

Nomvelo-(swallows)(loud)whywouldyoudothat?

Younotevendating..

Bless-shedersevestoknow,ifIwanttohaveheras

mypartnerthansheneedstoknoweverything,Inot

startingarelationshipbasedonlies..

Nomvelo-(angry)YOUDON'TEVENFUCKINGLOVE

HER..

Bless-IDO..

Nomvelo-what?But...butyou...

Bless-Idoloveher,IrealisedwhenIleftherethatI

do,Idon'twanttoloseher,thethoughtofnotseeing

herinnocentfaceandhowhershortteethshow

whenshesmiles,howshemakessnortsounds

everythingshelaughs,thewayhereyes...

Nomvelo-STOP!!!!YOUDON'TLOVEHER,WEJUST

MADELOVE,YOUCAN'TLOVEHER...

Shemovedcloserhimbuthestoodupandmoved

awayfromher..



Bless-itwasjustsex,wedidn'tmakelove,wehad

sex.Yougotyourclosurenowwemoveon..

Nomvelo-myclosure?Whataboutyou?(Teary)YOU

SAIDYOUDIDN'TREGRETWHATHAPPENED..

Bless-(frustratedlybrushedhisface)ILIED,I

REGRETEVERYTHINGTHATHAPPENEDTONIGHT,I

TRIEDTOTELLMYSELFTHATITWHATIWANTED

BUTIDON'T,IHATEMYSELFFORDOINGIT,IAM

SOR....

Nomvelo-DON'T!!!!don'ttellmeyousorry,notafter

whatwedid,youlikedeveryminuteofit,yourbody

respondedtomytouch,sodon'tstandhereandgive

methe,itwrongwesiblingsbullshit.

Bless-itwaswrong,Ihatemyselffordoingthatto

you,IthoughtIwashelpingthesituation,Ididn't

wanttohurtyoubutnowIseethatIjustmadeevery

thingworse.Ihatemyselfmorebecausethismight

hurtMusa...

Nomvelo-(angry)MUSA!!!THAT'SALLIAM

HEARING,WHATDOESSHEHAVETHATIDON'T



HUH?IDON'TCARETHATSHEWILLHURT,WHAT

ABOUTME?IAMHURTINGTOO...

Bless-(sighs)Iamnottalkingaboutthisanymore,it

wasamistakethatitallhappened,nowdealwithit..

Hetriedwalkingawaybutshestoppedinfrontofhim,

screaminginhisfaceandshouting,Blesswas

startingtogetangryatthewayshewasacting,they

werebusyscreamingateachotherthattheydidn't

hearthattheirshoutinghaswokenuponeofthe

babiesupstairs,theydidn'tevenhearthedoor

opening,Sbaniwalkedinonthetwo,Blesswas

tryingtogetNomvelooffhim,whileshehadatight

griponhisshirtstillscreamingathim...

Sbani-(frowned)WHATTHEFUCKISGOINGON

HERE?..

Theystoppedshovingeachother,Nomvelonearly

chokedonhersalivawhenhereyeslandedon



Sbani...

Nomvelo-whatareyoudoinghere?OhmyGod,you

escaped..

Sbani-(angry)ONEOFMYBABIESISSCREAMING

THEIRLUNGSOUTANDYOUTWOARE....

WHATEVERITISTHATYOUDOING,WHAT'STHE

POINTOFBEINGHEREIFYOUCAN'TEVENATTEND

TOMYKIDS..

Nomvelo-uhmmIdidn'thear...

Sbani-WHYAREYOUSTILLHERE?..

ShequicklyrunupstairsleavingSbanihaveastare

downwithBless...

Bless-Iamguessingyoubeinghereisthereason

whyyouwantedtotalktotheoldman..

Sbaninodsandwalkstothekitchentakingbeerout



thefridge...

Bless-howdidyoumanagetogethimto...

Sbani-cutthecrap,whatthehelldidIwalkinto?

Bless-(sighs)canIhaveabeertoo,Ineedoneright

now..

Heturnsandtakesabottleofwhiskeywithhim,he

signalsthattheygotohisstudy.Oncetheylocked

insidestudy,Sbanipoursbothofthemwhiskey..

Sbani-youlooklikeyouneedsomethingstrong..

Bless-(gulpsthedrink)pourmesomemore..

Sbani-starttalking,Iamlistening..

Bless-(brusheshisface)wefucked...

...(silent)...



Sbani-OHSHIT!!!Youserious..

Bless-yep(gulpshisdrink)

Sbani-(laughs)you'refool..

Bless-thankyouforpointingouttheobvious,Idon't

knowwhatIwasthinking..

Sbani-thatbecauseyouweren'tthinking,yourdick

wasdoingthemost.

Bless-she'smysister..

Sbani-whoisabitch..

Bless-Sbani!!!

Sbani-it'sthetruth,ifshewasn'tone,shewouldn't

haveallowedyoutostickyourdickinherpussy.

She'saBitchperiod.

Bless-Iwentalongwithit,whatdoesthatmakeme..

Sbani-youmyfriendarestupid,lookIknowyoutwo

wereonthevergeofstartingarelationshipbutthan

youfoundoutyousiblingsbutthatexactlywhatit

was,youguysdidn'tdate,youwereonlyjuststarting

togettoknoweachother.Youcan'ttellmeinthose



fewencountersyoubothhadtherewassome

magicalundeniablebondformedandnowyoucan't

letitgo.FUCKno,whichiswhyIwillsayitagain,

She'saBitch,yousisterisaBitch..

Bless-okay,okay!!!Canyoustopcallingherthatnow,

Igetyoubroandyouright.WhenIrealisedthat

actuallyIhavenofeelingsforherinthatwayIfelt

likeshit,infactIstilldo.Nomusaisgoingtohurt...

Sbani-(smiles)nowthat'salady,(laughs)butyour

stupidassmighthavejustblownyourchanceswith

herbeforeanythingevenstarted.JesushereI

thoughtIhaveseriousproblemsbutwehavepeople

fuckingtheirownsister,wowlifeisgoodforyou..

Bless-(laughs)soyougoingtoremindmethatI

fuckedmysistereverychanceyouget..

Sbani-(shrugs)maybe,itmakesmefeelbetter

aboutmysituations,Ithinksleepingwithyoursister

isabiggersinthankillingsomeone..

Bless-nosinisbiggerthantheother..

Sbani-(laughs)youwanttoquotethebiblereally?

Aftertheabominationyoujustcommitted..



Bless-(sighs)whyamIevenfriendswithyou..

Sbani-becauseyouknownoonewilleverkeepit

realwithyoulikeIdo.Sowhataregoingtodoabout

thiswholething?

Bless-IgoingtotellMusa..

Sbani-good,youshouldalsomakesurethatyoudo

notgiveroomforyourbitchsistertodisrespect

Nomusa.

Bless-yeah,Icantolerateanythingbutnotsomeone

disrespectingmywoman..

Sbani-(smirks)she'snotyourwomanyet,shemight

neverbeafterthisstuntyoupulled.

Bless-youfindthiswholethingamusing..

Sbani-(laughs)Ihaven'thadalaughinages,besides

ithelpsmeforgetaboutmyownshit..

Bless-speakingaboutyourownshit,whathappened

toyourleftarm?IknowwhenIleftyouthis

afternoon,youdidn'thavethat..

Sbani-wellwhileyouwerebusydoingthenasty,well

inyourcaseitwasnastybecauseityoursister,Iwas



takingcareofbusiness,neededtosetsomething

straightwithmylittlebrother..

Bless-whathashedonethistime?Thatboyloves

trouble..

Sbani-he'smakingmovesonNelly(laughs)(shakes

hishead)..

Bless-wellnothingnewthere,sowhat'sreallygot

youhotandbothered..

Sbani-(clenchedhisteeth)shedidn'tsqueezehis

hand..

Bless-what?

Sbani-ifshewashearinghimallthistime,thanwhy

didn'tshesqueezehishandwhenheaskedhertoo?

Bless-squeezehishand?Whatexactlyhappened?

Sbani-Thatfuckeraskedhertosqueezehishandif

shedidn'thaveanysortoffeelingsforhim,Nelly

didn'tsqueezehishand,why?

Bless-howsureareyouthatsheheardhim?

Sbani-Whywouldthefirstwordshespeaksinher



sedativestatebehisname?

Bless-lookIdon'tknowwhat'sreallyhappened

tonightbutdon'tdoubtmysister'sloveforyouman,

she'sliterallylosingherlifeforyou.Don'toverthink

things,youdon'twanttopushherrightintothearms

ofyourbrother..

Sbani-theonlyarmsshewilleverlayonaremines..

Bless-(nods)whydon'tyouhavearest,itbeena

longdaybesidesyouneedtowakeupfreshfor

tomorrow,youknowyourkidsareallahandful..

Sbani-(laughs)yeah(fistbump)doyouwantto

sleeponthefloorinmyroom?Youdon'twantyour

bitchsisterjumpingyourbones...

Theybothburstoutlaughingmakingtheirwayto

theirrespectiverooms...

Thenextday......



ATMHLANGANETCAREHOSPITAL...

DrWatson-howareyoufeelingtoday?

Nelly-IamalittletiredbutIguessitbecauseIhave

beengluedtothisbed..

DrWatson-(smiles)wellIhavegoodnewsforyou,I

amlettingyougohometoday,youfinallyableto

breathonyourownwithoutfeelingpaininyourchest,

thereisnoreasonforyoutobehere..

Nelly-whataboutmytests?What'swrongwithme,I

haveneverfeltthatamountofpaininchestbefore?

DrWatson-that'swhatwetryingtofigureoutbutwe

suspectingArrhythmiasbutthatusuallyisveryhad

todetect,itsymptomsareverymuchsimilarto

thoseofaheartattack.Westillstudyingyour

medicalrecordsaswellasthereadingfromyour

heartbeat...

Nelly-sowhatdoIdointhemeantime?

DrWatson-Iamafraidthereisn'tmuchthatyoucan

dobutIwouldadvisethatyoucarryonasperusual



butrefrainfrombeinginsituationsthatwilltrigger

yourstresslevels,wedon'twanttotakechances

withyourheartespeciallysinceweyettodiscoverif

youhaveArrhythmiasoraweakheartwhichinthe

caseofaweakheartmeansyoumightneed

transplantinthenearfuture..

Nelly-(sighs)okay,thankyoudoctor..

DrWatson-(smilesandnods)takecareofyourself

MissSiwela,sayhitothosebeautifulbabieswhen

yougethome..

Nelly-(smiles)Iwill,Imissthem..

Thedoctorssmilesonelasttimebeforewalkingout

theroom....

Nelly-(looksaround)whatdoIdonow?...

Thedooropens,ahangoverZenandewalksinside

theroomwithabagwhichNellyassumeshasher

clothes...



Nelly-(laughs)whathappenedtoyou?

Zee-(groans)ahhh!!!Itallyourman'sfaultIcouldbe

sleepingrightnowbutheorderedmetobringyou

cleanclothes..

Nelly-Sbani?

Zee-(nods)don'taskmequestionsbecauseIam

justasclueless,howareyou?

Nelly-(sighs)okayIguess,Iamavoidinganything

negativerightnow..

Zee-good,looksisiIwouldlovetostayandchatbut

IhavetogofindNomusabeforeBlessskinsme

alive..

Nelly-(giggles)youlosther?

Zee-notreallybutIwenthomewiththisfinegirlwho

hadveryinterestingtatoosandpiercingsinvery

interestingplacesifyouknowwhatImean.Ithink

Musaeithercrashedatafriendshouseorleftwith

theguys..

Nelly-(laughs)atleastyouguyshadfun..



Zee-alot,(kisseshercheek)IgottogofindMusa

andapparentlyBlesshassomethingplannedfor

themtoday..

Nelly-sayhitoher,IfeelbadthatIhaven'thadtime

tospendwithhereversinceshecametothecity,

She'salovelygirl..

Zee-(laughs)who'sabouttobetrappedinalove

triangle..

Nelly-(giggles)what?Whydoyousaythat?

Zee-wewillhaveourlastnighticecreamdateandI

willtellyouallaboutit..

ZenandewasbythedoorwhenNellycalledafter

her...

Nelly-sowho'spickingmeup?

Zee-(smiles)you'llsee....BYESIS...

ATTHEROYALHOTEL...



Sandile-(sipshiscoffee)sowhathappenedbetween

youtwolastnight?WhenIfoundyouguysyouwere

prettycomfortablewitheachother..

Bandile-doyouhavesomethingfortheheadache,I

amdyingman..

Sandile-checkontheleftsideoftheJeanIwas

wearing..

Guy-sowherearethegirls?

Sandile-Ibookedthemtheirownroom,youallwere

verywasted..

Guy-thelastthingIrememberismakingoutwiththe

othercheek,Ican'trememberhername..

Sandile-(shakeshishead)havebreakfast,Iam

goingtogocheckonthegirls..

Bandile-Iamcomingwithyou..

Sandile-(stopshim)Idon'tthinkso,theyprobably

goingtobeveryshy,consideringtheywon'teven

rememberhowtheyendedupwheretheyarenow.I

don'tthinktheywouldwanttoseetheguysthey



weremakingoutwith.

Bandile-(scratcheshishead)youprobablyright...

Sandile-hadmethepills,theymightneedthem,It

wasMusa'sfirsttimedrinkingsoshewouldneedit

more...

Sandilewalksouttheroomleavingtheguys

laughingandtalkingabouthowlitlastnightwas...

ATMHLANGANETCAREHOSPITAL...

Nellywasbrushinghercurlswhensheheardsmall

voicesfromoutside...

Girl-(whines)daaaaddd,yousupposetohidebehind

theballoonssoshewon'tseeyou..

Boy-(boredvoice)thisispointless...



Shecouldn'thearwhatelsewasbeingsaidbecause

oftheintercomnoisebutshedidmanagetoheara

fewbabysoundstoo...

Girl-(clappinghands)(excited)canIkeeptheteddy

bear..

Boy-Whydidwebuyitforherifyouweregoingto

keepit..

Girl-Iamnottalkingtoyou..

Boy-yeahwhatever..

Itseemasthelittleboyandgirlwerenowfighting,it

soundedlikethedadwastryingtostopthembut

beforeshecouldhearhisvoicethedoorburstopen

andNomacamerunningfollowedbySJ,thedouble

strollerwhichhadNsikaandNkanyezi,shecouldn't

seewhowaspushingitasthebigballoonshidthem,

theballoonshad"getwellsoon","weloveyou",and

thebiggestonehad"willyougooutwithus?"..



Noma-(smiles)canIkeeptheteddybear...

SJ-sayNo...

Shewasstillsosurprisedthatherwholebodystilled

whenthepersonbehindtheballoonsspoke...

Sbani-Hi
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ATUMHLANGANETCAREHOSPITAL...

Nelly-hi..

Sbani-howareyoufeeling?

Nelly-(shrugs)okayIguess,whatareyoudoinghere?

Sbani-wellwecametoaskifyoucouldjoinallofus



onadate?

Nelly-noImeanwhatareyoudoingoutside?

Sbani-areyousureyouwanttotalkaboutthatnow?

Nelly-(sighs)youright,Idon'twanttotalkaboutit

butshouldIbeworried?

Sbani-ifthatyourwayofaskingifIescapedthanthe

answerisNo,justhadsomeonepullafewstrings

justsoIcouldgetthreedayswithyou,allofyou.I

amalreadyonmyseconddaysocanwemakeit

count?..

Nelly-(looksathim)okay...(smiles)who'sideawas

it(pointsattheballoons)?

Noma-(smiles)itwasmines(clapsherhands

excitedly)doyoulikeit?

Nelly-(pincheshercheek)(smiles)Iloveitbaby,

helloSJ...

Heplacedhistabletonthecouchandwalkedcloser

toher..



SJ-hello,whataredoingatahospital?Areyousick?

Nelly-IwassickbutnowIamfine.

Hereyestraveledtoherbabies,shegiggledwhen

shesawhowirritatedNsikawasoftheballoonstied

tothestroller..

Nelly-Idon'tthinkhe'safanofallthesedecorations..

TheyallturnedandlaughedatNsika'scutebaby

frown..

Sbani-Iwanttospeaktothedoctorbeforeweleave..

Nelly-why?

Sbani-Ineedtoknowwhatwrongwithyou?You

can'tkeepcollapsinglikethis..



Shesighsandwalksclosertohim,shelooksupat

him,studyinghisfeaturesalmostasifshewantedto

makesureshewasn'tdreamingorhallucinating

again..

Sbani-(tracesherfacewithhishand)younot

dreaming,Iamreallyhere..

Nelly-(lookathislips)Icanseethat..

Sbani-(smirks)(histhumbbrushesherlips)youcan

kissmeyouknow..

Hishandscontinuedtotracehercheekinan

affectionateway,hiseyesnotleavingher,hisface

descendedtowardshersuntiltheirlipslocked

together.Whentheirlipsstartedmoving,shewas

yetagainremindedofthefamouselectricshocks

andfireworksthathistouchgaveher.Sbani'shand

tangledinhercurlyhairasthekissintensified,she

moanedashistongueroamedinsidehermouth,her

handsfoundhisneckandwrappedarounditpulling

in,thefamiliartasteofstrawberrylipglosshadhim



smilingwhilehistonguewasstillburieddeepwith

hers,hermoaningignitedsomethinginhisbody,he

wasgladthathestillhadsomucheffectonher

body.Hishandsfoundherhipsandlandedonher

buttbeforetuggingherclosersoshecouldbe

pressedonhisbody.Theycontinuedtokissfora

fewminutesbeforetheydecidedtopullapartso

theycouldcatchtheirbreaths...

Sbani-(stillholdingherclose)Iliterallyjustmade

youbreathless..

Nelly-(blushes)IthinkIamgoingtoneedthat

oxygenmaskagain..

Hebrushedherhairawayfromherfaceandkisses

herforeheadbeforepeckingheronthelips,she

giggledlikeaschoolgirlwithacrush...

Nelly-(smiles)Happybirthday...

Sbani-(laughslightly)youremembered?



Nelly-kindofhardtoforget,Ididn'tgetyouanything

though..

Sbani-(shakeshishead)IgoteverythingIneedright

infrontofme.(Smiles)happybelatedbirthday..

Nelly-(smiles)(remembered)ohmyGod!!!Thekids...

TheybothlaughandturntheirheadsandfoundSJ

focusedonhistablet,Nomawasnowhereinsight...

SJ-(notlookingatthem)youguysfinally

rememberedtherearekidsintheroom..

Sbani-youwillunderstandwhenyougetyourown

girlfriendson,where'syoursister?

SJ-(shrugs)probablygonedowntotheplayroomwe

sawwhenwewerecominghere,youknowNkanyezi

wasstaringatyouguysallthistime..

IndeedwhentheyturnedtheirfacestoNkanyezishe

stillhadhereyesonthemwithaconfusedand



curiousstare...

Sbani-(whisperedinherear)Ithinkwejustmade

ourlittlegirlwatchporn..

Nelly-(laughs)shewon'trememberanyofthis...

Sbani-(looksather)areyousureyouokay?

Nelly-(nods)Idon'twanttobenegativerightnow,I

amtired,mybodyistired,Ijustwanttobehappy,

enjoythetimewehavewithyou...

Sbani-(nods)Thankyou...

Nelly-(nods)(smiles)soWhathaveyougotplanned?

Sbani-(smiles)youwillsee,nowareyouready?

Nelly-(nods)yeah...

ATZIMBALIESTATE...

Zandilewalkedinsidethekitchenandfound

MaSiweladrinkingtea...



Zah-morningMa..

MaSiwela-(looksather)Morningbaby,Mvelomade

youbreakfastbeforesheleft,itinsidethe

microwave.

Zah-uhmmokay...

Shemovestothemicrowaveandwarmsherfoodup

beforegoingtositdown...

MaSiwela-(looksather)willyoutellmewhat'sgoing

onwithyou?

Zah-(looksdown)IthinkIwascomingdownwitha

flu..

MaSiwela-(shakesherhead)ChaZandiledon'tdo

that,notwithmebaby.SoIamgoingtoaskyou

again,what'sgoingon?

Zah-everythingiswrong,Ifeelsooutoftouchwith

everything..



MaSiwela-andyouthinkalcoholisgoingtofix

things?

Zah-itwasapoordecisionbutatleastIgottoforget

forawhile..

MaSiwela-youknownothingisgoingtochangeuntil

youdecidetotakethatstepoftakingcharge...

Zah-Idon'tknowwhattodo..

MaSiwela-thatisalie,youknowwhattodobutyou

toodamnworriedaboutwhatwillpeoplesay.Doyou

loveyourhusbandZandile?

Zah-(clearshisthroat)Ma?

MaSiwela-ungizwile,uyamuthandaumnyeniwakho

na?(Youheardme,doyouloveyourhusband?)

...(silent)...

Zah-I...Ido,hismyhusbandIhavetolovehim,we

havethreekidstogether..

MaSiwela-justbecauseheisyourhusbanddoesn't



meanyouhavetolovehim,itpossibletofalloutof

lovemychild.Iamnotsayingyoudon'tloveyour

husbandbutsometimesthepeoplewelovearenot

necessarilygoodforus,foroursouls.You're

beautifulyoungwoman,youdeservetobelovedand

tobehappy,don'tsettleforlessthanyoudeserve.I

dontknowyourmarriageproblemsbutitclearthat

younothappy,DonhasaguesthouseinWestbrook,

itopenifyouneedtimetobreathandthinkthings

through..

Zah-Idon'tthinkmymotherwouldapproveofme

leavingmymaritalhome..

MaSiwela-thisisn'tyourmother'smarriagebut

yours,whatworksinhermarriagedoesn't

necessarilymeanitwillworkinyours.Thetime

awaywilldoyougood,itclosetoyourworkandyou

canhaveyourkidswithyou.ShouldIaskmy

husbandforthekeys?

Zah-(takesadeepbreath)yeah..

MaSiwela-(smiles)great,noweatsoyoucan

accompanymeshopping,myhousehasnofood..



ATTHENDAWORARESIDENCE...

Matema-what'syourintentionwithNomusa?

Bless-Whyaskaquestiontowhichyouknowthe

answertoo..

Matema-becauseIdon'twantyouholdingherback

Sbusiso,She'syoung,beautifulandyettoexperience

life.Theideaofyoutwobeingtogethermayseem

idealrightnowbutIdon'twantyoumakingherfeel

likesheowesyousomething.

Bless-IwouldneverusethefactthatIampayingfor

herstudiesagainsther,Iamdoingeverythingforher

becauseIwantto,notbecauseIexpectsomething

inreturn..

Matema-Good,nowIhopewhateveritisthatyou

didshewillforgiveyou..

Bless-(swallowed)Idon'tknowwhatyoutalking

about..

Matema-youforgetIgavebirthtoyouboy,Iknow



youlikeIknewwhenIwasgoingtohavemynext

period..

Bless-(frowns)didyouhavetousethatcomparison?

Matema-(shrugs)itthefirstthingthatcametomy

mind.(Looksatherwatch)IwonderwhereisBonolo,

shewassupposetobetakingmetothedoctor..

Bless-(worried)iseverythingokay?JesusI'vebeen

soswampedwitheverythingthat'sgoingonIforgot

aboutmyownmother'shealth..

Matema-nottoworryitjustmymonthlycheckup,I

amgladyouhavebeendistractedbecauseyoudon't

gettofussandlookatmewiththosesappyeyes...

Bless-Ijustworryaboutyou..

Matema-(smiles)IknowbabybutIamokayfornow,

how'sNelly?Hermomtoldmeshewasadmitted

whenshecameforthekidslastnight?

Bless-(sighs)Theynotsureyetwhat'sgoingonbut

Sbanitextedmesayingshe'slookshealthy..

Matema-Sbani?

Bless-(nods)Mosesmanagedtopullstringsand



havehimoutsideforthreedays..

Matema-wow,IneverthoughtI'dseethedaythose

twogetalong..

Bless-(laughs)trustmeitwasnotbychoice..

Matema-Iamnotevengoingtoaskwhatmadehim

doit..

Theybothlaugh,Nomusawalksinonthemwhile

theystilllaughing.Sheclearsherthroatandthey

bothturnandlookather...

Nomusa-uhmmmIamready..

Matema-(smiles)youlookbeautifulbaby..

Nomusa-(blushes)NgiyabongaMa..

Matema-(standsup)ohwellletmenotkeepyou

guys,Ihopeyouhaveagreatday..

Hismotherkissedhischeek,whichheforced



himselfnottofrownatthegesturebecauseheknew

arguingwithhismothertostopkissinghischeek

likethatbecausehewasnowagrownmanwouldbe

useless,shewoulddoiteitherway.Hereminded

himselfthatheneedasmanykissesonthecheek

fromhismotherbecausehedidn'thavemuchtime

leftwithher.MatemacaughtNomusaoffguard

whenshekissedheronthecheektoandembracing

herwithawarmhug...

Bless-(looksather)youlookbeautiful..

Nomusa-(blushed)Thankyou..

Thewalkedsidebysidetohiscar,hecouldn'thelp

lookingathowherbuttandhipsstickedoutinthose

skinnyjeansshehadon..

Bless-thisismyfirsttimeseeingyouinpants..

Nomusa-(feelingselfconscious)you...youdon'tlike

it..



Bless-uhmmNothat'snotwhatImeant,itjust

angikazengikuboneugqokeibhulukwe,Ifiguredyou

onlyworedressesandskirts..

Nomusa-oh,Bandilethoughttheywouldlookgood

soIboughtthem...

...(silent)...

Theydidn'tallthewaytothecar,thedrivewassilent

forafewminutes,Nomusacouldn'thelpbutfeellike

shesaidsomethingwrongbutshehadnoideawhat

couldhavechangedthemoodbetweenthem.Bless

wasdeepinhisthoughts,heknewthatwhatshe

saidaboutBandilewasn'tintendedtohurthiminany

sortofway,shewasjustbeinghonestandmaking

conversationbuthecouldn'thelpbutfrownatthe

thoughtofhislittlebrotherhavingthatmuchofan

effectonNomusa.AgainhethoughtBandilemight

havesuggestedthepantsjustbecausehetoomight

havenoticedthatNomusaneverworethembutstill,

theyhaven'tknowneachotherthatwellbutthefact



thatshemanagedtodosomethingjustbecausehis

brotherthoughtitwouldbebest,wasn'tsittingwell

withhim,"amIjealous?"Hethoughttohimself...

Nomusa-didIdosomethingwrong?

Bless-(shakeshisheadfocusingontheroad)Cha!!!

Nomusa-uhmmokay..

...(silent)...

Bless-(clearshisthroat)sohowwasthepartylast

night?

Nomusa-(shrugs)itwasokay...

Hesighedsensingthatshewasholdingback

becauseofthewayhewasacting,thoughNomusa

wasnaiveandstillarookiewhenitcameto

relationshipsbutshewasstillawomanandthat

meansshecanbepettyifshewantedtoaswell,she



mightnotknowthatshewasbeingpettybuthe

knewjudgingbythefrownshehadwhenshegave

himashortanswer....

Bless-(sighs)Iwasjealous...

Nomusa-huh?

Bless-Iamjealousofyourrelationshipwithmy

brother..

Nomusa-oh..

Shewasn'texpectinghimtosaythatbutitallmade

sensenowinherhead,Blessmoodchanged

immediatelyaftershementionedBandile'sname,

shefeltherchesttightening,shewasfeeling

overwhelmedanddidn'tknowhowtoreacttohis

confession...

Nomusa-Icalledyouizoloebsuku,awuzange

uphendule..



Hisbodystiffenedknowingthatitwasthetimehe

waspoundingonhissister...

Bless-(clearedhisthroat)uhmmyeah,Iwasheldup

atworkbutwhenIsawyourmisscallItriedcalling

youback..

Nomusa-(nods)Idrunkbythan..

Bless-(laughed)Iwouldlovetoseethedrunksideof

you..

Nomusa-(laughs)(remembered)Sbuwheredoyou

work?

Hisbodystiffenedagain,thatwasanotherquestion

hewasn'texpectingforhertoask...

Bless-Iamabusinessman..

Nomusa-(nods)okay..



Hesighedinrelief,theyfellintosilenceagainbut

thistimeitwascomfortablesilence,hehesitantly

placedhishandonhertighs,hewasshockedwhen

hefelthersmallhandstugginghis,heglancedather

andsmiledbeforefocusingontheroadagain....

ATNTOMBI'SHOUSE...

Sheheardtheintercomring...

Ntombi-hello..

Shaka-itme,Buzzmein..

Ntombi-okay...

Shefrownedwonderingwhyvisitfromher,surethey

spokehereandwhentheysaweachotherbutthey

weren'tascloseastheyusedtobe.Shewalkedto

thefrontdoorandwatchedashiscarparks,both



doorsopened,Shakawalkedtowardsherwithan

unknowngeeklookingguy...

Shaka-Sorrytocomeunannounced..

Ntombi-(heldherheadup)itokay,youwelcome

anytimeyouknowthat,wefamilyafterall...

Shaka-(smileslightly)yeah..

Hereyestraveledtotheguybehindhimwhohada

laptopinhishands..

Ntombi-who'syourfriend?

Shaka-ohyeahsillyme,ThisisGary,he'sa

computergenius,he'sheretocheckthesecurity

system,updateafewthingshereandthere.Since

mybrotherwillbegoingaway,hewantyouguys

protected..

Ntombi-ohokaybutshouldn'tthesecuritycompany

thatinstalledoursystembetheonedoingthat..



Shaka-yeahbutthereisn'tmuchthatneedstobe

done.Wejustneedtoupdatethesoftwareandadda

fewnewfeatures,nocamerachangesareneeded..

Ntombi-(nods)okay,comein...

Shestepsaside,lettingtheminsidethehouse,she

noticedShakahadafewscratchesandbruises

whichhesuredidn'thaveyesterday...

Shaka-mindifItaketheguytothestudysohecould

workinpeacethere?

Ntombi-(shrugs)sure...

WhenShakaand"Gary"disappearedshetookher

phoneanddailedSbani'snumber,itwason

voicemailsherememberedthathisphonewasheld

upatthestationsoshedailedNelly'snumber...

Ringing...



Itkeptringinguntilitsenthertovoicemail,she

sighedandplacedherphonedown.Justasshewas

abouttogotothestudy,Shakaappearedandasked

ifshehadbeerinsidethefridge..

Ntombi-yeahIthinkMt...letmecheck.(Takesbeer

outthefridge)sowhathappenedtoyoulastnight?

Shaka-whatdoyoumean?

Ntombi-thecutsandthebruises?

Shaka-oh(shrugs)Sbanihappened..

Ntombi-(eyeswiden)hedidthattoyou?Butwhy?

Shaka-(fakeslaugh)don'tworryaboutit,wewere

justbringboys.Wegood,whyelsewouldIbehere

helpinghimifweren'tongoodterms...

Ntombi-(laughs)okaythatmakessensebesides

youboysalwayslikedtoplayrough..

Shaka-(fakesmiles)yeah...(looksaround)where's

oursuperstar?



Ntombi-Sbanipickedherupthismorning,Iwonder

whyhedidn'tmentionanythingaboutsecrurity

updates..

Shaka-wellthatbecausehedidn'tknowIwasgoing

tocometoday,wediscussedit,Iagreedtodoitjust

didn'ttellhimwhen.IhadfreetimetodaysoI

thoughtwhynot..

Ntombi-(nods)wellwouldyoulikeanythingtoeat?

Shaka-(shakeshishead)nahIamalright.Ishould

probablycheckonhowGaryisdoing..

HewalkedtothestudyleavingNtombifeeling

unsettledaboutsomething.Shehadthisfeelinglike

somethingwaswrong.WhywouldSbanimakesuch

animportantdecisionaboutsecruritycamerasinher

housewithouttellingher,hehasgoodintentionsbut

thiswasn'ttheirhouseanymore,itwashers.She

tookherphoneandsentatexttoNelly..

"TellSbaniweneedtotalkabouttheSecrurity



systemchange,Iamnothappy"..

ATBUTCHER'SBLOCK...

Bless-Thisismyfavouriteplacetoeat..

Nomusa-(smiles)(looksaround)likehowitlooks

Bless-(smiles)let'sorderdrinkfirstthanyoucan

decideukuthiufunaukudlani..

Nomusa-Iwantaburgerandalotoffries...

Bless-(laughs)awomanwithabigappetite,Ilike

that..

Sheblushesandlooksatthemenu,butshehad

alreadydecidedwhatshewanted.Blesssignalsthe

waitertocome...

Bless-canyoubringustwobottlesofstillwater,non

alcoholiccocktailforthelady,beerforme,dry.



Guy-(jointsitdown)whatareyoubotheatingsir?

Bless-steakforme,mustbewelldoneandavocado

salad,largebeefwithbaconandgreesycheese

burgerforthelady,andbringusaplatewithalotof

fires.

Thewaiternodsandwalkstoplacetheirorder...

Bless-Iwantustotalkbutwegoingtoeatfirst

beforewegetallserious..

Nomusa-issomethingwrong?

Bless-notreallybutIwanttotalkaboutus,Musa

youknowIlikeyouright?..

Hedidn'twanttousetheword"love"becausehe

didn'twanttoscareher...

Nomusa-uhmmmyeah..



Bless-(nods)let'sgettoknoweachother,askme

anything?

Nomusa-Idon'tknowwhattoaskyou..

Bless-anything,Iknowthereissomethingyouwant

toknow..

Nomusa-howoldareyou?

Bless-(smiles)Ifiguredthatwouldbeyourfirst

question,Iam33,butturning34soon,you21right?

Nomusa-(nods)butIamturning22inMarch...

Bless-okay,twelveyeardifference,doesthatbother

you?

Nomusa-(shrugs)youdon'tlookthatold..

Bless-(laughs)thatbecauseIamnotold,justinmy

midthirties..

Nomusa-youshouldn'ttellyouragetomyfather..

Bless-he'satoughmantoplease..

Nomusa-whyareyounotmarried?

Bless-Ihaven'tfoundsomeonethatIwanttomarry



butthatcanchange...withyou..

Nomusa-(looksdownandnods)how...howmany

timeshaveyou...

Bless-haveIwhat?

Nomusalooksdownnotsurewhyshewantedtoask

himthatquestionsbutitwasjustonhermindand

herbraingoesbacktothetimewhentheydid

ukusomabytheriver,sheremembershowhishands

caressedherbody,sheremembershisgruntsand

groans.Mpumitoldherthatwhenamangruntsthat

louditmeanshe'senjoyingthewarmthofherbody,

Blesslookedlikeaveryexperiencedmanwhenit

cametoawoman'sbody..

Bless-MUSA!!!...

Nomusa-(snappedoutofit)hmm?

Bless-youwanttoaskmehowmanytimeshaveI

fu...hadsex?

Nomusa-(blushesandlooksdown)(whispered)



yeah...

Bless-(smiles)wellthatarandomquestion,Idon't

knowtheexactnumberoftimesbutitalot..

Shegaspswiththerevelationbutcouldn'taskthe

nextquestionwhichwas"howmanywomen?"

Becausethewaitercamesotheirfoodanddrinks...

InsideSbani'scar...

Noma-Daddywhenarewegoingbacktoseethe

animals?

Sbani-whenyourbrotherandsisterarealittlebitold,

didyouhavefun?

Noma-(smiles)yes,ItouchedPolly,shetalksdaddy..

Sbani-(laughs)ofcourseshedoes...

Herollshiseyesandfocusesontheroad,hecannot



understandthefascinationaboutthatbird,itcan't

eventalks,itonlysaysonewordwhichitistrained

tosay...

Sbani-SJdidyouhavefun?

SJ-(nods)Ihadmorefunwhenwewentridingwith

thefourwheels...

Nelly-(nodsandsmiled)Ienjoyedthattoo..

Sbani-(laughs)Iamnotsurprisedthere,(smiles)I

learntsomethingnewaboutmygirltoday,sheloves

extremesports..

Nelly-Ithoughtyouknewthatalready..

Sbani-yeahbutseeingyoutoday,ridingthatfour

wheeldidthingstome,especiallythewayyouras...

Nelly-TODDLERSINSIDETHECAR....

Theylookateachotherandlaugh,itindeedwasa

greatdayforthelittlefamily.Theyhadwenttosee

theanimals,thekidsparticipatedinfeedingthe



parrots,goatsaswellasthepigs.Theyalsodid

someoutsideroughsports,ofcourseNomawasn't

intoitbutridingwithherdadmadeherfinallygivein

andenjoyherself.

Nelly-sowheredoyouguyswanttoeat?

Noma-MAC'DONALDS!!!!

SJ-Iwantribs..

Nelly-wellhowaboutwegotoRoco'Mama'sthat

whyNomacanhaveherburgerandSJcangethis

ribs..

Thekidsshrugsandnod,theyweren'treallyfussy

aboutwheretoeat,mustbebecausetheyweretired

andveryhungry...

Noma-Daddy....

Sbani-yesprincess..



ShewashesitanttoaskherdadbutwhenSbani

glancedatherwhena"youcantalktome"face,she

tookadeepbreathandasadnesstookoverher

face...

Sbani-what'swrongbaby?

Noma-isittruethatyouwereinjail,werebadguys

live?

NellyandSbaniquicklystaredateachother,SJ

placedhistabletonhislapandstaredathisdad,

Nellynoticedthatbothkidswerealarmedand

lookedreallyinterestedintheirdad'sresponse...

Sbani-whotoldyouthatbaby?

SJ-isittrue?

Sbani-ofcoursenot,ItoldyouIwasgoingona

businesstrip..

Nelly-(looksatNoma)whotoldthatbaby?



Noma-Wethu..

SJ-(sighs)Iknewshewaslying,shehasabig

mouth..

BothNellyandSbanisighknowingthatOwethu

probablyoverheardZandileandSipho...

Sbani-(muttered)ZandileandSiphoreallyneedto

becarefulwhattheyspeakaboutwhentheirkidsare

intheroom..

Nelly-(frowns)yeahandtheyneedtostart

discipliningtheirdaughter..

Sbani-(sighs)youreallyblamethekid,theyhave

enqusitiveminds,you'llseewhenNkanyeziand

Nsikagrowupandstartcomprehendingcertain

things..

Nelly-(nods)(looksatthekids)daddywasn'tinjail

buthewentoverseasforbusiness,nowhe'sback

forafewdaysbuthewillhavetogobackagain..



Noma-willhebehereformybirthday?

Sbani-Idon'tkn...

Nelly-(smiles)ofcoursebaby,hewouldn'tmisshis

princessbirthday..

SJ-Iwanttoplaycricketatschool,willhecometo

mygames?

Nelly-(sighs)ummnottoeverygamebabybuthe

willattendsomeofyourgameswhenhehastime

outofbusiness,butmeandyourmomaswellas

siblingswillbetheretocheeron...

SbanisqueezesNelly'sthighasaformofan

appreciativegesture,realitykicksinonallthethings

he'sgoingtomiss,hissonsgames,thebirthdays

aswellasthefirststepsofthetwins...

Nelly-(looksathim)youwon'tmissmuch,Iwill

makesureofthat..

Sbani-(kissesthebackofherhand)Thankyoufor

everything,youamazing...



Shesmileslightlyandlooksatthekids,theyare

backtotheirusualself,Nomaplayingwithherlittle

brotherandsisterwhileSJisgluedtohistablet

screen...

Nelly-Iambeginningtothinkitwasabadidea

giftinghimwiththattablet,he'sforevergluedtoit..

Sbani-(laughs)Iwasthinkingthesamethingbut

he'saguyhegetsboredeasily..

Hecatchesherlookingathim,hesmilesandturns

toher...

Sbani-Whyyoulookingatmelikethat?

Nelly-Iamhappyyouhere,youmakemeveryhappy

Sbani...

Sbani-(smilesandblushes)Iguessitagoodthing

thatIamnotlightlikeyou,youdon'tgettoseeme



blush...

Nelly-(smiles)Idontneedtoseeyoublush,your

eyestellmeeverythingIneedtoknow..

Sbani-(smiles)shouldweskipthemealwiththe

kidsandfastfowardtothenightaheadwhenitgoing

tobejustmeandyou?

Nelly-(laughs)Idon'tthinktheywouldlikethat,they

missedyouasmuchasIdid...

Thecarridewasfilledwithconversationsbetween

thekidsandtheirdadandawholelotofsinging...

ATUMHLANGABEACH...

Nomusa-Ilikethebeach..

Bless-metoo,itveryrefreshing,letgositoverthat

bench,weneedtotalk...

Nomusa-okay..



Themovetothebenchandsitfacingeachother,

BlesstakesadeepbreathandstaresatNomusa...

Bless-Iwanttotalkaboutourrelationship,MusaI

wantyoutobemywomanbutbeforethatcould

happenIwanttotellyousomethingbutfirstIwant

toaskyousomething..

Nomusa-whatisit?

Bless-DoyoulikeBandile?

Nomusa-(looksdown)(smiles)Idon'tknowbuthe

makeslaughalot...

Bless-(swallowsalump)okay,howdoyoufeel

aboutme?Doyoulikeme?

Nomusa-Idon'tknow,youmakemenervousand

hotwhenIamnexttoyoubutIalwaysfeelsafewith

you..

Bless-butyounotsurewhoyoulikemorebetween

meandmybrother?



Nomusa-(shrugs)youbothdifferent(looksdown)

Bandilemakesmefeel...free,youngyeahthatwhat

ZeeandSmisosaid..

Bless-isthathowyoufeel?

Nomusa-(nods)yeah...

...(silent)...

Nomusa-butyoumakemefeelwarmSbu,whyis

that?

Bless-Idon'tknownkosazanabutonlyyoucan

answerthat..

Nomusa-(nods)(looksathim)whatdidyouwantto

tellme?

Bless-(takesadeepbreath)promisethatyouwon't

judgemeuntilyouheareverythingIhavetosay...

Nomusa-okay...



Blessstartstellingherallabouthowhecameto

Durban,thathedidn'tknowhisfather,howhewasin

searchforhissisterbutendedupfindingallhis

siblings.HealsonarrateshowheandNomvelomet,

howtheyclickedandthattheywantedtohavea

relationshipbutthatdidn'thappenedbecausethey

foundouttheirsiblings..

Nomvelo-(gasps)that'ssad...

Bless-yeahIknowbutIamalrightnow...

Nomvelo-shedoesn'tlikeme,shelookedatMe

differently..

Bless-(sighs)shestillhasfeelingsforme...

...(silent)...

Nomusa-oh...

Bless-andlastnightIdidsomethinghorrible,Iregret

itsobad,Ididn'tevenwanttodoitbutitjust



happened,I...Wehadsex...

...(silent)...

Nomusa-(gasps)ohmyGod!!!!Ulalenosisiwakho?

Bless-IamsorryNomusa,Ihatemyselfforit,I

wantedtotellyoujustsowehavenosecrets

betweenus...

Shewasstilltryingtomakesenseofeverything,it

wasalljusttoomuch,Blesskepttryingtoexplain

himselfandapologisebutshewasjusttoozoned

out.Herbrainwastryingtograspeverythingthathe

hassaidatthesametimesherememberedtheway

shedancedwithBandileandhowhetouchedher,

thewayhekissedherandhowhisfingerstrokedher

vaginauntilshefeltwetherself,shehadnoidea

whatwasgoingonbutitfeltgood.Smisotoldher

thatwhatBandiledidiscalledfingering,she

wonderedifsheshouldtellhim...



Bless-pleasesaysomethingMusa,please

nkosazanaemhlophe..

Nomusa-canwegobackhome..

Bless-oh,isthatwhatyouwant?

Nomusa-(nods)yeah..

Hesighsandholdsherhandsastheywalksilentlyto

thecar...

Laterthatnight...

ATTHELIGHTHOUSEBARUMHLANGA...

SbanihadaskedBridget,Nelly'sPAtoorganise

someonewhocanlookafterthekidsallnight

becausehewantedtohaveanightoutalonewith

her.Theyjustfinishedaromanticdinnerfortwo,



theywerenowwalkingonthesandasthelightfrom

thelighthousekeptshinningthrough,sherealised

thattheyhavebeenwalkingonatrailfilledwithrose

pedals,everysteptheytookSbaniwouldgetmore

nervous,thesoundofanorchestraplayingcaught

herattention,itblendedwellwithrefreshingfeeland

soundofthewaves.Herheartskippedabeatwhen

hereyeslandedontheliveorchestra,thesetting

wasdecoratedwithallherfavouritefollowers,there

wasalsoanicepicniclikesetup,shecaughtthe

instrumentssoundstowhichtheorchestrawas

playing,itwasWaleftUsher-Matrimony.Herheart

wasstillbeatingfasttakingeverythingin,whenher

eyeslandedonthemannexttoher,shestopped

breathing,hewasononeknee,withasmallvelvet

boxopen,howingsomethingrosegoldglittering.....

RemembertoLIKEandCOMMENTalways
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ATTHELIGHTHOUSEBAR...



Nelly-(whispered)Sbani....

Sbani-(smiles)Idon'treallyhavealonggood

speechthatwilltakeyourbreathawayprepared.

Thismightlooklikeaselfishsteptotakeespecially

becauseIamgoingtojailandthatleavesour

relationshipoutintheopen,makingitvery

vulnerableandalotofinsecurities.Thefutureis

unknownbutbecauseofmytrailthereisthe

slightestchancethatwemightnotevenhaveoneifI

amsentencedtolifebutIwanttobeselfishandask

thatyougamblewiththesmallchancethatwe

mighthaveafutureevenifitmaytakesomeyears.I

loveyouNelly,Iloveyouwitheverythinginme,I

don'thavetherightwordstodescribemylovefor

youbecauseIamnotevensureifthere'saword

whichisgoodenoughtodescribehowIfeelabout

you.Ipridemyselfinbeingaverystrongmanbut

you'veproventomethateventhestrongestofmen

crumbleandsoftenwhentheylovetherightwoman,

youtherightwomanforme,theonlywomanIwant.

Iknowlongdistancerelationshipsarehard,Ihave



noideahowrelationshipswithsomeoneinprisonis

likebut,evenwhenweareseparatedbymanymiles

apartoreventhesmallestofdistancemyhearthas

neverfeltclosertoanyonelikeitdoeswithyours,it

goingtobetricky,hardandveryfrustratingbutifit

meansthatIservemytimelockedupwithyouas

mywomanthanIwillbuyyouasmanydildosasI

couldpossiblyfind,iftherearenonewhichmatch

mysize,Imakesuretocustommakeitforyou,fuck

IwouldevenbuildafuckenSbanilookalikesexdoll..

Nelly-(laughsteary)ohmyGodthat'ssobad...

Sbani-(smilesandshrugs)itcrazybutthat'sjust

howyoumakemefeel,Iamcrazyforyoubabe,I

don'twantyouwithanyoneelsebutme.IfIam

beinghonestwithmyself,ifeveryouweretobewith

anymaneitherthanmyself,Iwouldprobablykillhim..

Nelly-(sniffs)areyousureyousupposetobetelling

methatbeforeyouhearmyanswer?

Sbani-(shrugs)Iamjusttellingyouthetruth,Icould

neverbehappyseeingyouwithanotherman.My

loveforyouisdeadly,Iknowthismayseemtoxic



butitiswhatitis.(Takesadeepbreath)IknewI

wantedyoutobemywifethedaywhenIhadabad

nightmareandIendedupstranglingyou,although

youwerequiteterrifiedthatdayofwhatyousawbut

Ialsosawtheloveinyoureyes,asterrifiedasyou

werenotoncedidyoulookatmedifferently,thelove

neverleftyoureyes,totopthatoff,itwasthefirst

nightwemadelove,rightafteryousawthemonster

butyoustillacceptedme,thewholeofmeand

communicatedyourfeelingsinamoresensualway.

YoubecamemeandIbecameyouthatnight.Than

whenyougavemethreebeautifulchildren,there

wasnodenyinghowmuchyoumeanttome.I

boughttheringbeforewewenttothehomestead,I

wantedtoproposetoyouthedaywescattered

ThingolenkosiremainsinMaZulu'sgardenbutthere

wassomuchgoingonthatday,Iknewthememory

ofmeproposingwouldhavebeentainted.Thanon

newyearsIwantedtoproposeagainrightbeforewe

wentintothebathtubbutIchickenedout,againthe

memorywouldhavebeentaintedbecauseyou

wouldhavewokenuptomegone.Idon'twantto

chickenoutanymore,Iwanttoloveyouandonlyyou



forever,NelisiweSiwelawillyouacceptthisringasa

promisetoloveonlymelikeIwillloveonlyyou

foreverandnotonlybemygirlfriend,babymama

(winks)butbemyrighthandwoman,theyingtomy

yangwhateverthatshitis,superwomanbut

importantlymybetterhalf,mywife?..

Nelly-IrealisedthatIamtiredofbeingMissknow-it-

all,beingunhappyandputtingmyhappinessaside.

I'vecried,enduredalotinthepastcoupleofmonths,

thisisanewyearanditdeservesafreshstartand

anevenbetterme.Iwanttobeabetterversionof

myselfthanIwaslastyear,(sniffs)sometimeswhen

Ilookatourjourney,itnotsogood,I'veinheritedthis

badhabitofwonderingwhat'snext,whenwillthe

tearscomebackagain,I'vekindofpreparedmyself

thatmyhappinesswillalwaysbeshort-lived.Idon't

wantthatanymore,Idon'twanttobewaitingforthe

nextsurpriseortragedytostrike.Althoughthere

havebeensomebadtimebutwe'vealsohadso

manyexcitingadventuresasacoupleasalsoasone

family,Ichoosetoonlyfocusonthegoodtimes

we'vehad,notforgettingthebadtimesbecausethey



havemoldedustowherewearenow.Fromthe

bumpsintheroadtothewonderfultimes,withour

fearshareofbothheartacheandlaughter,Iknow

thereisnooneIwouldratherspendmyfuturewith

thanyou..

...(silent)...

Sbani-(smiles)(surprised)holyshitbabe,areyou...

Nelly-(nods)(smileswithtears)Yes,YesIacceptthe

ringasapromisetoloveonlyyouforever,Iwould

lovetobeyourgirlfriend,babymama(giggles),your

superwoman,righthandwoman,youbetterhalfand

mostimportantlyyourwifeSbani,Iamselfishtoo

becauseIwanttoowneverytitlewhenitcomesto

you..

Hetakesherlefthandandbrushesherringfingeras

hesmilesandstaresintohereyes,itwasstillsurreal

tohimthatsheagreedtobehiswife,hedidn'tthink



shewasgoingtoagreebutagainthiswomanbefore

himalwayssurpriseshim.Heslidtheringin,itwasa

perfectfit,therosegoldringlookedbeautifulinher

smallfinger,itcomplimentedherlightcomplexion

verywell...

Nelly-(smiles)itbeautiful...

Sbani-(standsontwofeets)youlookbeautiful,

thankyouMa'Thabekhulu..

Hecuppedherfaceforafewminutes,shelooked

herlefthandandadmiredthering,itreallylooked

beautiful,italsohadaroyalfeeltoit.Shemadea

mentalnotetoresearchabouttheovalshape

classicdiamondinherhand...

Nelly-(looksaround)youhiredanorchestra?

Sbani-(laughs)actuallytheydidmeafavour,whenI

askedthehotelstafftoorganisethisromantic

settingforusbecauseIwantedtopropose,theytold



methataclassicalmusicgrouphadbeen

performingyesterdayandtheywerestillavailableso

thehotelmanagerpulledafewstringsandtomy

surprisethegroupleaderagreedtoprivatelyperform

forus.

Nelly-wow,theyverygood..

Sbani-wellMrsSbanisezweZuluwouldyouliketo

dancewithme?

Nelly-(smile)IwouldlovetooMrZulu...

Hetookherhandandsignaledtheorchestratostart

playing....

ATTHENDAWORARESIDENCE...

Nomusalaidonherbedfacingtheceiling,shewas

stillthinkingabouteverythingthathappenedlast

nightandtoday.Butonethingthatkeptringingin

herheadwasBlesssleepingwithhisownsister.She

didn'tneedtobeageniustoknowhowdisgusting



andunacceptablethatwas,shetookherphoneand

calledherfriendfrombackhome...

Ringing...

Mpumi-hello..

Nomusa-MpumiitmeMusa..

Mpumi-(smiles)(screams)MNGANI!!!!!Unjani?I

wantyoutotellmeeverythingthat'sbeenhappening?

Waitwho'snumberisthis?Iknowitnotbaes..

Nomusa-(smiles)ngiyaphila,ngiyakukhumbula..

Mpumi-ImissyoutoobutMrSomaliaisgoingtobe

travelingtoeThekwininextmonthsoIwilltagalong,

willyoubealsotoseeme?Mxmofcourseyouwould,

baehasacarafterall..

Nomusa-(smiles)Ican'twaittoseeyoubytheway

thisismynumbernow,Ihavewhatsapptoo..

Mpumi-okayIwillsaveitmngani,so...how'sbae?

Nomusa-(sighs)urightoe...



...(silent)...

Mpumi-khulumangilalele(talkIamlistening),iam

sensingachangeofenergykuwe..

ShegoestotellherallaboutZenande,Smisoand

Bandile.ShealsotellsMpumiallaboutthepartyand

endthingswithBlessandNomusa'smessy

situation...

Mpumi-yhooo,Sbuandhissisterthat'sverydeep..

Nomusa-Iknow,imagineminasenglalanoSabelo..

Mpumi-(sighs)yeahitprettydisgustingbutIkindof

understandtheirsituationbutitstilldoesn'tnot

justifylekohlakaloabayenzile,sohowdoyoufeel

abouteverything?

Nomusa-(shrugs)Idon'tknow,Sbuisold,hecando

whateverhewantstodo..



Mpumi-aiboMusa!!!..

Nomusa-it'sthetruth..

Mpumi-aretalkinglikethisbecauseyoustill

distractedbyhislittlebrother?

Nomusa-Cha!!!Iwasjustsayingnje..

Mpumi-hehehe!!!!Mngani,yousoundlikeacitygirl

now.ButyouknowIamalwayshonestwithyou.I

understandyousaythisBandaorwhateverhisname

is,makesyoufeelyoungandfree,Igetitbecause

he'softhesameagegroupasyou,he'ssupposeto

makefeelallthosethingsespeciallysinceyou

haven'texperiencedalotbutdoyoureallywantto

riskyourheartforjustafewmonthsofinfatuation,

recklessfun?Sbumaybeoldbutwithhimyou're

guaranteedafuture,he'snotinhisfuckboystage,he

wantstosettledown,nowIknowyouMusa,Ithink

Sbuisbettersuitedforyou.Idon'tthinkyoustrong

enoughtosurviveaguylikeBanda...

Nomusa-Bandile,thathisname..

Mpumi-yeahhim,Idon'tthinkyoucansurviveaguy

likehim,yourheartisn'tstrongenoughtosurvivea



heartbreak..

Nomusa-(sighs)Iamstillconfused,soIwillseebut

whenyoumeetBandileyouwillseethathe'sagreat

guy..

Mpumi-Idon'tthinkIevenwanttomeethim,i

haven'tmetSbuyetbutjusttalkingwithhimonthe

phonetellsmehe'sagreatguy.Ihopeyoudon't

makeabaddecisionsmngani..

Nomusa-Ihavetogo,wewilltalkonWhatsApp..

SheendedthecallbeforeMpumicouldeven

respond.Shehuggedherpillowandshuthereyes,

allowingsleeptotakeover...

ATTHELIGHTHOUSE....

Heopenedthedoorwithheronhisarms,hehad

insistedwhentheylefttheoceantocarryherbridal

style,tellingherthathe'sgivingheraglimpseof

whattheirhoneymoonwilllooklike...



Nelly-(looksaroundinaw!!!)Thislooks...Idon't

evenknowwhattosay,itthatglassontheroof?Is

thatevenaroof?

Hesmiledhappilyknowingthatshelikedwhatshe

wasseeing....

Sbani-yesthat'sglass,itgivesyouthefeelthatyou

sleepingoutsidebecauseyoucanseethenightsky

andstarswhileyoulaiddown(smiles)Ihopeyou

okaywithsleepinginasleepingbag,asyoucansee,

there'snoplacetofitabedhere..

Nelly-IthinkyoualreadyknowIamokaywith

anythingaslongasyoubymyside...

Hesmilesandplacesherdownashelightsthe

heaterup,whenheturnstoher,hestoppedwithhis

mouthhangingopenashestaredatherstripping

herclothesoff...



Sbani-(swallowed)(whispered)babe...

Nelly-(takesadeepbreath)makelovetome,

(smiles)makelovetoyourfiancee..

Hedidn'tneedtobetoldtwiceashishandscupped

herface,shetrailedherhands,gettingunderhis

shirtandwithhishelp,shepulleditoverhishead,

leavinghisbarechestoutintheopen....

Nelly-(caressedhissculpturedAdonischest)Mine..

Sbani-(smirks)(laughs)Yoursbabe,allyours...

(CONTINUEINTHEGROUP-TMOLHOUSE)

Theywerebothtangledupinonesleepingbag,her

nakedselfwaslaidontopofhisnakedself.Hewas

drawinglinesonherbackasshedrewcirclesonhis

chest....



Sbani-whatareyouthinkingabout?

Nelly-thatmaybeweshouldtakeourkidsandmove

toaremoteisland..

Sbani-(smiles)youwanttobeBonnieandClyde?

Nelly-(smiles)yeah,onlythisthisversionofBonnie

andClydehasfourkidswiththemontherun..

Theybothlaugh,afterafewsecondstheyfallinto

silenceagain...

Nelly-Iwishyoudidn'thavetogotoprison..

Sbani-(kissesherforehead)Iknow..

Nelly-(looksatherring)Iwillbewaitingforyou

whenyoucomeout,probablywithourfifthchildon

myarms,youemptiedquitealotinsideme..

Sbani-(smiles)Icanalreadyseethatimageinmy

head,itbeautifulbutIthinkitwouldbebestyoutake

thepilltomorrowbabe,Idon'tthinkhavingafifth



childisbestrightnow..

Nelly-Iknow...

Shesitsupwithalegsspreadacross,hedigshis

fingersonherthighsasherhotpotconnectswith

hisspear..

Sbani-woooo!!!Babethat'sadangerousplaceyou

seatedon..

Nelly-(giggles)Iknow...

Shereachedforherphoneonthesideandswitches

iton..

Sbani-whatareyoudoing?Wesupposetohaveno

phonesremember..

Nelly-IknowbutIkindofwanttocheckonthekids,

welosttheprivilegeofhavingourphonesswitched

offmorethan3hours..



Sbani-(nods)wellletmegopeewhileyoucheckon

kids...

Heliftsherupandplacesheronthesidewhilehe

makeshiswayout.Shescrollsthroughherphone

andfindalotoftextmessagesfromNtombi,aswell

asmisscalls,therewasalso10misscallsfroman

unknownnumber.ShefrownedanddailedNtombi's

number...

Ringing...

Ntombi-ohthankGod!!!Ihavebeentryingtoreach

sinceforever..

Nelly-Ijustswitchedonmyphonenow,iseverything

okay?DoyouwanttospeaktoNoma?

Ntombi-(panicked)No,Iwanttospeaktoyou,it

aboutSbanibutIneedyoutomoveawayfromhim

first..

Nelly-youcantalk,hesteppedoutsideforafew



minutes...

ShestartstellingheraboutthevisitfromShakaan

unknownguywhichShakaintroducedas"Gary".She

goesontosayhowtheminuteherangedher

intercomandannouncedhisvisit,shehadan

unsettlingfeeling.Shethangoestotellherthat

hourslatersherecievedacallfromBrucetellingher

ofShaka'splanstosabotagehisbrotherscase..

Nelly-(panicked)ohmyGod!!!!Itallmyfault..

Ntombi-lookIneedyoutonotpanickrightnowbut

weneedtomakesurethatwhateverfootageShaka

hasdoesn'tlandontheprosecutor'shands.Bruce

toldmeheknowsShakawellandissurethatifhe

wentaheadanddidthistohisbrotherhewillregret

it...

Nelly-uhmmBless,haveyoutriedcallingBless?

Ntombi-yesbuthisphonegoestovoicemail,Bruce

triedhiscellandyours,hesaidhegotbothour



numbersfromMbali.

Nelly-Jesus!!!What'swrongwithShaka,this

shouldn'tbehappening..

Ntombi-sowhatareyougoingtodo?Sbanican't

speedanymoretimeinprisonthanheneedstoo,

apparentlyhewaslookingforthefootagewhen

SbaniphysicallyassaultedmeandhadBlessmove

meoutthehousesonoonewillknow.Butaccording

toBruce,thefootagewheneverythinghappened

insidethehousewaswipedoutbuttheoutside

footagewasn't.ItshowsBlesswalkingwithan

unconsciousmetohiscarandtwohourslaterit

showsSbanicleaningthebrokenglassinsidethe

house,soitskipstheactualaltercationbut

accordingtoBruce,lookingatthetwounwiped

footage,itraisessuspicions...

Nelly-butwhywouldtheynotjustwipethewhole

thing?

Ntombi-(shrugs)Idon'tknow,IguessSbaniwas

justtooworriedabouttheactualaltercationfootage

anddidn'tthinkabouttheoutsidecamera...



Nelly-(sighs)Ithinkhe'scomingback.....thankyou

Ntombi,IhavetogobutIwillcallyoutomorrow..

ShehangedupandfacedthedoorasSbaniwalked

backinside..

Sbani-soeverythingokaywiththekids?

Nelly-huh?

Sbani-thekids?Aretheyalright?Youweretalkingto

thenannyright?

Nelly-ohyeah,theyfine,justkindofdistractedwith

yournakedness..

Hesmilesandwinksatherbeforeturningtolockthe

door,shefakedsmiledandquicklysentatextto

Shaka...

"Canwemeet,Wednesday,somewhereprivate,likea

remotearea"....



Shebiteherlipandsighedfeelinglikeshewasgoing

tothrowupasshetypedthenextmessage"..

"Iheardyouatthehospital....IheardeverythingandI

wanttotellyouhowIfeeltoo"..

Sheswitchedherphoneoffandplaceditontheside.

Hewalkedbackandlaidnexttoher...

Sbani-(wrapshisarmsaroundherwaist)whowhere

youtextingthatfast..

Nelly-MaSiwela,youknowhowsheis..

Helaughsandbringshercloserandtheyspoon.She

hatesthatthefirstnightashisfiancee,she'salready

lyingandkeepingsecretsbuthedidn'tneed

anymorestress,theywereateamnowandshe

neededtotakecareofbusiness,especiallyanything



thathastodowithherfamily...

Wednesday...

InsideNelly'scar...

Nelly-Doyouthinkwemakingtherightdecisionnot

tellingBless,Imeanhe'smoreequippedforsuch

things...

Ntombi-Ithinkitprobablyabadideathatwedidn't

tellanyonebutifwetoldBlessthanhewouldhave

toldSbaniandthiswouldhaveexposedShaka's

plans.Ifthathappenedtheirrelationshipwouldhave

beenruinedandyouknowSbani,itgoodthingthat

hedoesn'tknow...

Nelly-(sighs)yeah...

Ntombi-congratulationsbytheway..

Nelly-huh?

Ntombi-thering,congratulations...



Nelly-uhmmyeah...thankyou..

Ntombi-(rollseyes)youcansmileaboutityouknow,

IwillalwaysloveSbani,he'sthefatherofmychild

butnotonlythatwewerefriendsbeforeanything

elseandhesavedmefromaheartlessmonsterbutI

amoverhim,he'syoursnow...

Nelly-uhmmyeah...

...(awkwardsilence)...

Ntombi-sowhereexactlyareyoumeetinghim?

Nelly-hetextedmeaboutanabandonedschool

building...

Ntombi-(sighs)okay..

Nelly-(looksather)youdon'thavetodoityouknow,

youcanjustwaitformeinsidethecar..

Ntombi-(shakesherhead)weinthistogether..

Nelly-okay,(looksatherwatch)Ithinkwe10

minutesearly,givesustimeforyoutohide..



Ntombi-that'sgood...youknowIknewhefancies

youbutIdidn'tthinkhewaswillingtoevenbetray

he'sownbrother,he'snotevengoingtoendup

gettingyouafterhedestroysSbani,itmakesno

sense..

Nelly-(nods)ThatwhyBrucedecidedtotellus,we

needtostophim,he'swayinoverhishead,tryingto

proveastupidpointtohisbrother.Butknowing

Shakatoo,Bruceisright,hewillhatehimselfifhe

weretogoonanddothis..

NellyparkedherBMWX6neartheabandonedold

schoolbuilding.Theybothgotoutthecarand

lookedaround,therenohousesonsight,itlooked

likehobo'sandhomelesspeopleuseit...

Ntombi-(tugsherhoodie)howdoesShakaknow

thisplace,itlookscreepy..

Nelly-letgofindyouaplacewhereyouwillhide,

Shakawillbehereanyminutenow..



Thewalkedinsidethebeatdownbuilding,itsmelled

awfulandtherewasdirtallovertheplace.They

finallyfoundaplacewhereNtombicouldseeclearly

theviewofNelly'scar..

Ntombi-Ithinkthisspotisfine,Iwillbeabletosee

bothofyouhere..

Nelly-(scanstheplace)yeah(looksather)Iwillbe

quick,Ihopewewon'tneedtoswitchtoplanB..

Ntombi-Ihopesotoo..

Theycouldhearacarmakingitwaytowardsthe

building,Nellyquicklyranbacktohercar,shearrived

thesametimeasShaka'sMercedesBenz.He

parkedhiscarclosetoNelly'sandgotout.He

lookedaroundandmadehiswaytowardsher,she

tookoutherringandplaceditinsideherpocket..

Shaka-hi..



Nelly-(takesadeepbreath)hi...

Shaka-(looksather)youlookbeautiful,Iknowyou

wearingjustsportwearbutyoulookgreat..

Nelly-(fakesmiles)hmmmthankyou,youlookgreat

too...

...(silence)...

Shaka-so,atthehospitalyouheardme?

Nelly-uhmmyeah..

Shaka-wowokay(smiles)sowhatdoyouwantto

say?

Nelly-(walksclosertohim)Ialreadyknewhowyou

feltaboutmeShaka,peoplekeptsayingthatyou

havefeelingsforme,Ididn'twanttobelieveitbut

thanIstartedpayingmuchcloserattentiontoyou

wheneveryouaroundme,IguessIjustdidn'twant

tosayanythingunlessIwaswrongbutIknew..

Shaka-wellIguessthequestionlefttoaskis,what



areyougoingtodo?

Nelly-Nothing,ShakaIaminlovewithyourbrother,

he'sthefatherofmybabies.Nothingcanhappen

betweenus,anotherreasonwhyIkeptquiteabout

yourfeelingswasbecauseIdidn'twanttoruinour

friendship,Ivalueittoomuch.IloveyoubutIamnot

inlovewithyou,Icanneverbebecauseyourbrother

istheonlyonethathasmyheart..

...(silence)...

Shaka-(blankface)Nellywhydidyoucallmehere?I

amguessingitnottellmehowyoufeel..

Nelly-(swallows)IamtellingyouhowIfeelShaka,it

justnotwhatyouwanttohear..

Shaka-whatdoyouwantNelly?

Nelly-IknowwhatyouplanningtodoShaka,please

youcan't..

Shaka-whynot?Ihavebeensupportingmybrother

sincethebeginningbutSbanitreatsthepeoplethat



helphimlikeshit.Iwon'tstandforitanymore.He

underminesme,IamgoingtoshowhimIcanbejust

asheartlessasheis,"selfish"ashelikestosay..

Nelly-Shakaplease,theygoingtogivehimlifeifyou

goaheadanddothis,he'syourbrother..

Shaka-yeshe'smybrotherafterIdothishewill

learntoneverundermineme..

Nelly-youdoingallthisbecauseofme?

Shaka-No,itnotaboutyou,you'vemadeitclearhow

youfeelaboutme.Thisisbetweenmeandmy

arrogantbrothersass.

Nelly-pleasedon'tdothis,givemethefootageand

Thandeka'soriginaldocument,Iknowyouwere

planningtowithdrawittoo...

Shaka-Iseewhoeverisyoursourcegaveyoumy

entireplanbutIamsorryNelly,nothingisgoingto

changemymindnotevenmyfeelingsforyou..

Nelly-notevenforhiskids,yourniecesandnephews?

Shaka-Iwillbethere,sowillSipho...

Nelly-thanyougivemenochoiceShaka,Ididn't



wanttodothisbutIcan'tletyoudothis(shouts)

Ntombi!!!...

Ntombiwalkstowardsthem,Shakaturnstohisback

andseesNtombialsodressedinsportywear..

Shaka-(laughs)what'sthis?Renuionofthewifeand

mistress?Youtwothinkyoucantakemedown

really?

Nelly-Shakaplease,reconsider..

Shaka-No..

Ntombitakesagunbehindherbackandpointsitto

Shaka...

Ntombi-Shakajustgiveuswhatwewant..

Shaka-(laughs)reallyagun?Doyouevenknowhow

tousethatthing?



Nelly-thisdoesn'thavetogetugly?

Shaka-(laughs)younotgoingtoshootme..

Theywerenotgoingtoshoothim,thegunwasnot

evenloaded,theyjustwantedtoscarehim,itwasa

shittyplanbecauseShakawasalreadycallingthe

bluff.TheunthinkablehappenedjustasNellywas

abouttotryandconvinceShakaagain,aloud

"BANG"washeard,nextShakawasontheground

holdinghislowerpartofhisstomach..

Shaka-(coughingblood)y..oo..uus..hhot...me...

Nelly-(heartracing)OHMYGOD!!!(looksatNtombi)

youwerenotsupposetoshoothim..

Ntombi-(panicking)that'sthething,Ididn'tshoot

him,thegunhadnobulletsremember..

Nelly-(teary)THANWHATTHEFUCKJUST

HAPPENED?



Ntombi-(crying)IDON'TKNOW,IDON'TKNOW

(looksatShaka)ishedead?

Nelly-(shaking)Idon'tknow..

Theybothlookedaroundbuttheydidn'tseeanything,

oranyone.Thereonlythingthatwasbehindtheold

beatdownschoolbuildingwasanotherabandoned

building,lookedlikeitusedtobeahostel..

Nelly-Iamcallingthepolice..

Ntombi-(eyesshotup)WHAT?NO...howdoyou

thinkthiswilllooklike?Remotearea,wedressed

sportyandonemanshotfordead..

Nelly-WECAN'TLEAVEHIMLIKETHISTHOUGH,

WECAN'T...

Ntombi-wellIcan'tgotojail,THISMAYNOTBETHE

RIGHTTIMETOTELLYOUBUTIAMPREGNANT

WITHYOURNIECEORNEPHEW,Iamnotraisingmy

childinprison,Mthokodeservestobehappyabout

hisfirstchild..



Nelly-(shocked)youdatingmybrother?

Ntombi-yes,Ihopeyouwon'tgiveusahardtime,

youtookmyhusband...

Nelly-(brushesheroff)HELPMEMOVEHIMTOHIS

CAR..

Ntombi-whatareyouplanningtodo?

Nelly-weneedtogethimtoahospital,Iamnot

leavinghimheretodie,he'smyfriend...

Ntombi-Nellywehavetoleavehim,ifwetakehimto

thehospitalthatwillraiseanotherseriesof

questions,didn'tyouhearme?Iampregnant,you

gottwobabiesathome,doyoureallywanttobean

inmatewithyourfiance?

Nelly-(tookadeepbreath)(wipedhertears)okay,

okay(crying)butatleastletstopthebleeding....

NtombihandedNellytheleathergloveswhichshe

hadon,shekneeleddownwithshakinghandsand

tearsrunningdownhereyes.Shemanagedtoput

pressureonthebulletwound..



Nelly-(sniffs)pleasegetmegreenleaves,preferably

oneswhichhaveastrongsmell.Hurryplease...

Ntombirushedtowardsthebushesandstarted

pickinggreenleaves,afterafewminutesshecame

backwiththem...

Nelly-(sniffsputtingmorepressureonthe

wound)(pointsatabrick)usethatandcrushthose

leavesplease,fastNtombi,he'slosingblood...

WhenNtombiwasdone,Nellytooktheleavesand

presseditonthebulletwoundbeforeaddingsand,

lotsandlotsofsand...

Nelly-checkhiscarandseeifhe'sgotanyextrashirt,

Ineedtowrappedthisupsoitcouldhold..



WithinsecondsNtombicamebackwithanewshirt

whichShakahadboughttowearincourt.Ntombi

unwrappedthebrandnewshirtandhandeditto

Nelly,sheaddedmoreleavesandsandagainbefore

usingtheshirttotieitaroundhiswound...

Nelly-(crying)(whispers)pleaseholdonforhelp,

don'tdie,don'tdie...

Ntombi-(shakingandcrying)Nellywehavetogo,

beforepeoplestartshowing,thegunshotwasvery

loud..

Nelly-(looksatShaka)Iamsorry...

Shebrushedhisforeheadandgotupquicklymaking

herwaytohercar.Shedidahardreverseofthecar

andpressedhardontheaccelerator,drivingaway

leavinganunconsciousShakabehind.....

Friday...



ATDURBANHIGHCOURT....

Ithadbeenaverybrutalandsourday,thetrail

startedat9aminthemorning,itwasnow14:30pm,

theywerewaitingonthejudgeforthefinalverdict....

MrsZulu-(looksatSane)stillnosignofyourbrother?

Sane-(shakesherhead)No...

NellyandNtombiswallowedandsharedabriefeye

contact.TheyhadbeennonewsofShakasofar,

theycouldbothonlyhopethathelpfoundhim...

20minuteslater...

Thejudgewalksbackinsidethecourtroom...

"ALLRISE"...



Judge-Afterlisteningtoboththeprosecutorand

Defendantscase,thecourthasreachedaverdict.

Theaccusedhaspleadedguiltytothechargesof

manslaughterthereforethecourttookthatto

consideration,theaccusedissentencedto10years

inprisontowhichheneedstoservethreefullyears

beforehecouldpossiblybeconsideredforparole.

Thecourtsalsoorderstheaccusedtogoafull

psychiatricevaluationtowhichthecourtwillgrant

theaccusedtoseeapsychiatristthreetimesaweek,

untilhe'sfullydiagnosedismade,shouldthe

accusedbefoundtobeunfitforsociety,necessary

actionswillbetakentowhichamentalasylum

wouldbeoneofthosemeasuresthecourtwill

consider...

REMEMBERTOLIKEANDCOMMENTALWAYS...


