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Prologue

"everyonewantstoperseverebutnoonewantsto

startfromthebottom"

Thecommunitygatheredaroundthedumpsite

watchingoverabodyofalittlegirl,shecouldbe

thirteen,somerestedtheirhandsovertheirheads

whilesomecoveredtheirmouthsinshock.Notthat

itwasasurprise,womenandchildrenarerapedand



killedalmosteverydayinSouthAfrica,therehas

beenalotofincidentslately.Itisnotconfirmedif

it'sjustonepersonoragroupofthem,theyburna

substancetomakeeveryonesleepincludingdogs

thentheyransackpeople'shomeswithoutdetection.

Theyhelpthemselvestothewomenandleavethem

filledwithsemenwithoutconscious,the

communitiescallthem"umaligaju"."haveyou

calledthepolice?"oneoftheladiesaskedinthe

crowd,"yesandtheambulance"theotherone

answered.

Thuladopushedthroughthemob,shegaspedupon

realizingwhythepeopleweregatheredhere,she

ranbacktoherlittlehouseandgrabbedtwolatex

glovesshekeptinhercleaningsuppliescupboard,

andboltedoutreturningtothedumpsite.She

pressedthroughoncemoremakingherwaytothe

body,sheturnheroveronlytofindshewasfreshly

bleedingbelowherrightbreast,probablystabbed.

Sheliftedherdressandthebloodgaveitallaway,

shehadbeenrapedandstabbed.



Themultitudewentcrazyshoutingathertostop

meddlingwiththecrimesceneandthatshewillget

intotroublewiththeauthorities"shewilldieifwe

dontrushhertothehospital"sherepliedsternly,the

crowdwentquietastheywatchedThuladoattend

tothewoundtryingtostopthewoundfrom

bleedingfurtherusingherfavoritejersey.Sheasked

ayounggirltocallMbusoforher,hewasoneofthe

fewpeoplewhoownedacarinthiscommunity,

peoplenormallyhirehimtorushthemtothe

hospitalforemergenciesevenintheweehoursof

themorning,hedidn'tmindbecausethemoneywas

good.

Mbusoscreechbehindthemobandrushedto

whereThuladowascrouchingoverabeautiful

unconsciousgirl,hisheartwrenchedindisbelieve

astowhowouldhurtsuchfragilecreatures."help

mecarryher,becarefulnottotouchherblood"

Thuladoexclaimed,theyhelpedherintothecarand

theydroveoff.



AtthehospitalThuladosatonthebenchesfeeling

cold,ifonlyshethoughtofatleastgrabbingafleece

blanketthingswouldbebetter,nowshecouldn't

leaveuntilsheknowsthegirlisrecoveringwell.

Mbusowaslonggone,it'snotlikeshecouldafford

tohavehimwaitwithhersohecandriveherback

home,eventheR350hechargedtobringherhere

shestillneededtoborrowandpayitbackattheend

ofthemonth.Beingacashieratasupermarket

didn'tpaythatmuch,thedoctorapproachedfinally

afterwhatseemedlikeforever.Shestoodup

meetinghimhalfway"howisshe?"thedoctor

smiledsittingonthebench,shejoinedhim"she's

recoveringwell,Iwantedtothankyouonherbehalf

forbringingherhereontimeandforstopping

furtherbloodloss,yousavedherlife"hesaid

gratefully,"I'mgladshe'swell,Iwilltakemyleave

now".

"youshouldcomecheckonhertomorrow,I'msure

shewouldliketomeetthepersonwhosavedher



life"hesaidwithasmile,"Ididn'tdoitfor

recognitionbutbecauseitwastherightthingtodo"

shesaidgettingonherfeet."letmegetyourdetails,

thepolicewillwantastatementfromyou,shewas

rapedandstabbedobviously"hesaidpressingon

hisballpoint.Thuladorecitedhercontactdetails

andleft.

Intheeveningshewrappedagownaroundher

bodyandliftedupherplasticbathtubsoshecould

spillthedirtywaterfromherbath,shereturnedand

wipedhertubleavingitbehindherdoorclosingit.

Shestartedplatingthericeandcabbage,itwasthat

timeofthemonthwhenthingsstartedrunningout

atleastshethrewinsomeworsoilthatshehadkept

forrainydays.ShesatdownwatchingherlittleTV,

itgotlonelyattimeslivingalonebutherfamilylived

allthewayinMooiRiver,itwasbestthatwayever

sincehermotherdied,theystartedtreatingher

differently.Beingraisedinapolygamysettingcan

beanightmare,herfathertriestokeepincontact

butit'sjustneverthesame.



ShemovedtoDurbanaftermatrichopingtogeta

spacetostudybutherfathergotretrenchedand

couldn'tfundherstudiesanymore,ifonlyshe

appliedfornsfasandwhenshefinallydid,theyjust

neverreplybacktohersosheoptedtoremainin

Durbantosearchforajobwhileshewaitedforan

opportunitytostudy.Shestartedasawaitress

whilerentingaoneroomshackinaninformal

settlement,itwasR200permonth.Withtimeshe

managedtodoashortcashiercourseandnowshe

isaproatthetills.

Shehasbeenslowlysavingsoshecanaffordto

fundherstudiestobeanurse.Shewipedherplate

anddrankaglassofwaterthenshecurledupon

hercouchwatching"Imbewu",shewasstartled

whensheheardcommotionoutside,thistime

aroundshewasn'tgoingtogooutsideandcheck,

shesavedagirl'slifetoday,that'sagooddeed

enoughfortheday.Shecontinuedtuningintoher

favoritesoapieseries,untilherdoorflungopenshe



jumpedinfright,herheartplodded.Itwasaman,he

liftedhisonehandinsurrender,theotheronhis

chesttryingtocatchhisbreath."Iwon'thurtyou"he

saidinhisdeephoarsevoice,"Ijustneedaplaceto

hide",Thuladojuststoodtheredumbstruck,aftera

fewminutesthecommotiondieddownoutside.

Thuladogawkedatthestrangersittingonthefloor

inonecornerwithahoodieoverhishead,shewas

tooscaredtoaskhimwhyhewasinherlittlehouse,

itwasgettinglateandsheneededtosleep.Herbed

wasjustontheonesideoftheroomandhertiny

kitchenontheother."Iwanttosleep"shesaid

frantically,themanglancedatherthenfloppedhis

head"youcansleep,Iwillleaveintheweehoursof

themorning","areyoutherapistsumaligaju?"the

manfrownedlookingather,"what?"heasked

appalled,"nevermind"Thuladorepliedsharply

hoppingontoherbed.

Therewasaloudbangonthedoor,Thuladowoke



upinstantlysheglancedatthecornerwherethe

manwassittingbuthewasn'tthere,theloudknock

onthedooragain"openthedoorit'sthepolice,if

youdon'topenwewillkickthisdoordown"they

screamedimpatiently.Thuladojumpedoutofbed

checkingthetimeonherphone,itwas3:40amshe

rushedtowardsthedoorbutitwasn'tevenlocked.

Thepolicebargedinandstartedsearchingthe

place,"howcanIhelpyou?"Thuladosaidnervously,

"welookingforaman,histallanddark,hewas

wearingahoodiethepeoplesaidheranthisway",

"wellIhaven'tseenhim",Thuladoreassuredthem.

Afterturningtheplaceupsidethepolicefinallyleft,

Thuladoreturnedtobedandexhaled.Whatifthey

reallyfoundhimhere,thatwasn'tgoingtolook

goodatall.Sheturnedandtossedwonderingwhy

wasthepolicelookingforhim.
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Seeyouintwoweekstime,thisisforthefavorI

askedyoufor,thankyoutothosewhoparticipated,I

reallyappreciateit.

#esaphesheya

[11/22,13:29].:Adiamondintherough

|

|

|

|

|



|

Chapter1

Exactly7pmThuladojumpedoffthetaxi,lookingup

totheskyagreysilverycurveofamoonshimering,

toobadthelightsinthecityaresobright

commandingforyourattentionaswell.Sheheaved

asigh,relievedthattomorrowwasherdayoff,she

couldsleeptillthesungoesrightinherbutt,she

giggledbecausethat'swhathermotherusedtosay

"intombiayilalinjengaweThulado,liphumeilanga

kucaceukuthilizongenaezinqeni"(agirldoesn't

sleeplikeyouThulado,yousleepuntilthesunrise

fully).Howshemissedhermomattimes,she

wonderedhowlifewouldbe,ifshewasstillalive,

maybeshewoubeinUniversityorhappilymarried

withigcokama(ahandsomefashionist)fromthe

village.

Onherwayhomesheusesapaththatleadsher



throughacommunityfieldwheretheyhold

communitymeetingsandplaysoccer,itwasnewly

builtsoeverythingwasfresh.Theyhadchanging

roomswithtoiletsandshowers,thegatesare

supposedtobelockedbutrumorhasitthatthe

phara's(junkies)brokeinsotheycouldusethe

toiletsastheirhideout.Thuladowalkedalltheway

tothemiddlewheretheyhadmadeconcreteseats,

itactuallylookedlikeaministadium,shewouldput

herhandbagandaloafofbreadnexttoherand

enjoytheview.Itwasn'tmuchtosee,justfourpoles

oflightsstandingoneithersidesshinningintothe

field,itwasmostlyempty…justlikeherlife.

Afterafewminutesshewillgatherherstuffand

resumeherwalktoherlittleroom,shestruggled

withherkeyonceagain,sheadmittedthatitwas

timetochangeherpadlock"bloodyrust".Itwas

easytokeepaoneroomclean,ifonlyshecouldget

ridofthepilesofbooksandmagazinesbutthat

won'tdobecauseoftheknowledgeandyummy

recipesthepaperspossess.Sheentersbutbefore



shedoesanything,shepreparesabathandchange

intocleanclothes,shetidiesherroomandput

everythingintheexactspotjustthewayshelikesit.

Livingalonehasitadvantagesbecauseshedoesn't

havetocook,sheboilswaterwhileshebuttersher

bread,aknockonherdoorcausedhertoslamthe

butterknifeonhercupboard"whycan'tpeoplestay

intheirhouses…yerr"shemuttered."ubani?"she

screamedalmostatthedoor."it'sNanafriend"she

responded,sheunhookedthechainandopenedthe

doorjustenoughsoshecouldpeekherheadout.

"mngani!"(friend!),"Idon'tknowwhatmademe

thinkyouwouldletmein,butanywayIneeda

favor!",sheexclaimed.Thuladowidenedhereyes

asanindicationforhertocontinue,"pleaseborrow

meR1500,afriendofminesecuredajobformeat

Transnet,canyouimagineTransnet"shesaid

excitedly.Thuladosteppedoutclosingthedoor

behindher,thiswasratherinterestingifshecould

saysotoherself."congratulationsIguessbutI

don'thavethatkindofmoney,IstilloweMbuso



R350"shereplied."eish,Idon'tknowwhattodo,

todaywemettheguyhegaveusformstosignand

tookourmeasurementsforuniformandworkboots,

IjustneedR1500topayforallofthatandI'm

sorted"Nanaelaborated.

Isn'tthatascam?,Thuladoaskedconcerned."I

knewyouwouldbejealous,someofusaremeant

forgreaterthingsthanstandingalldayattillpoints

sulkingatcustomersbecausetheyhavemoneyto

buyallthatfoodthatyouwishyoucould"she

depricatedher,"ouch"isallThuladocouldsay."yes

ouch,youarejealousbecauseyouknowIwillget

paidmorethanyou,anywaysIwillgoandborrow

themoneyelsewhere"sheturnedonherheelsand

walkedawayleavingThuladodumbfounded.

SheputtheKettleonagainandfinishedbuttering

herbreadwhenherphonerangfromherbag,she

squintedlookingattheunregisterednumber."hello"

shesaid,"It'sDukethedoctor,wemetyesterdayat



thehospital"heexplained,"howcanIhelpyou

doctor?",sheaskedcuttingtothechase."wellI

wantedtotellyouthatthegirlisdoingwellandasI

assumedthepolicewouldlikeastatementfrom

you,canyoucometothehospitaltomorrow?"he

askedreluctantly."youluckyit'smydayoff

otherwise,itwouldhavebeenimpossible,Iwillsee

youtomorrow"sherespondedthenshehungup.

Itwasgreatthatthegirlwasrecoveringwellbutit

wasstillaworrythattheseincidentswillcontinue

tobehappen,shefeltlikethepolicearedoingto

littletoputastopintothesecrimes.Shetookbig

bitesonherbreadandbiggulpsonhercooltea,

shehadbeenhungryforawhilenow,everything

wasastretchtowardstheendofthemonth,she

couldn'tevenaffordamerevetkoekswithapolony

sliceforlunch.Ifshedarepurchasethosethenshe

willbeshortofftaxifare,herminddriftedoffto

Nana,sheponderedonwhyshestillkeptherasa

friendbecausehonestlyshebroughtnovalueinher

life,ifshe'snotscandallingthensheisjudgingher



onhowshewillneverkeepamanbecauseshe's

wierdanduptight.

ThenshethoughtfurtherabouttheTransnetjob,

wouldn'titbenicetoworkthere.Theypaybetter,

shecouldevenaffordpayingforherowntuitionbut

thanthissoundedtoogoodtobetrue,ifthereis

someonewhoishardtoemployitsNana.Shehad

noworkexperience,nomatric,shecan'tevenspeak

Englishfluentlyletaloneread.Nooffense,yetshe

issopicky,Thuladoinvitedherwhenshewentto

dropoffCV'saroundtownbutsheblatantlyrefused

onsomeshewantedanofficejobwithnicehours,

becauseshedoesn'twanttoslaveforIndian

bosses.

Thuladowashedherdishesleavingtheminthe

basintodryontheirown,itwasherspaceshe

coulddowhateversheliked.Shehoppedontobed

andswitchedonherTV,normallyshewouldsiton

hertinycouchbuttodayshewantedtoliedown,her



feetwereachingfromstandingtheentireday.

Imbewuplayedshesatupexcitedly,shehadamini

crushonKwenzoNgcobo,hisZuluaccentwasfrom

thesouthcoast,hewasKhwezi'sfather.Lindiwe

muststopbeingdifficult,Sbongileistryingtounite

afatherwithherdaughterbutshekeepsfocusing

onthepast,forgettingthatthischildwillgrowup

andaskaboutherfather.Thuladoarguedinher

head,itcouldbebecauseshecouldn'tstandseeing

hercrushhurtorthat'sexactlyhowshefeltabout

thistopic.

Imbewufinishedshebusiedherselfonthephone

anddozedoff,shewokeuphearinganangrymob

outside,thewhistlekeptgoingwhichmeantthere

wasanemergencymeeting,shejumpedoutoffbed

puttingherslippers.Shepulledoutacoatthat

belongedhermother,itwaslongenoughtocover

hernightdress,shelockedthedoorthistimeand

hurriedtowherethenoisecamefrom."shit"she

mumbledunderherbreath,itwasthe"blackbench"

someonewasabouttogetalifethreateningbeating



fromthecommunity,shewonderedwho.

Thecommunityleaderscameforthwithanger

writtenallovertheirfaces,theywerehuffingand

puffing."thisisthefilththathasbeenransacking

ourhomesandrappingourgirls"theyspatout,the

mobwentcrazy"bafakeniebhentshini"theyall

agreed,withoutanyfurtheradotheywererainingon

themlikeatonneofbricks,theircriespierced

throughone'ssoulonanormaldayThuladowould

takeherleavebecausesheresentedthispartit

alwaysresultedtomurders,perpetratorshardly

survivedabatteringfromthecommunity.Buttoday

wasdifferentthesemoronshavepetrifiedthem

enough,itwasevenmorescarierformaidenslike

herwholivedalone,itwastimetheystoppedliving

infear.

Oneoftheleadersraisedhishandupindicating

thattheyshouldstop."bringtheelectricitycables,

todaytheywilltellustheiroperationandwhothey



areworkingwith"heexplained,thelittleboysranto

fetchthecables."boysyoubetterstarttalkingorwe

willelectrocuteyou"hewarned,don'tmesswithan

angrymob,theywillshowyounomercyandthe

policewon'tevenarrestthembecausenoonewill

snitch,theyarefixingthecountry.Theysupposed

"maligaju's"arelyingdownonthedustygroundso

weakly,youcouldalmostfeelsorryforthem,they

arecoveredinblood,theirclothesaretornfromall

thestrokes"khulumanizinja"(talkyoudogs)the

meninthemobshoutedimpatiently,"it'sjustuswe

arefromtheneighboringsettlement,there'sthreeof

us"theoneguysay,hestartsvomittingbloodand

stopstalkingearninghimselfakickonthestomach.

"whereisyourfriend?"oneoftheleadersasked,"he

didn'twanttocomeanymore,hisnameisMhlengi".

Thecommunityabruptedinnoise,theyaccused

themofwastingtheirtime,theyresumedtheir

batteringThuladostartedwalkingbackwards,she

knewfromthereitwasoverforthem.Normallyshe

wouldbeinherroomcryingandprayingfortheir



souls,becauseitwasn'tanicesighttoseehumans

hateeachothersomuch,buttodayisdifferent.She

wouldsleeppeacefullyknowingthatitwassafe,

sheglancedatherwatchbeforestretchingand

yawning,itread3:45amshesmiledandsnuggled

underherblanketatleastshestillhadacouple

hourstosleepbeforegoingtothehospital

tomorrow.

Itwasmiddaythesunwasscorchingbutthebreeze

complimentedeverything,shetwirledinherblack

jeansandasimplewhiteT-shirt,sheputonherpink

Nikesneakers,theonlyexpensivepairsheowned

matchingherlittlebackpack,notforgettingher

blackbuckethatfortheladiescompletingherstreet

look.Itwasfabulousonherwithhershortcuteself,

shewaslikeabumblebee,littlebutstingslikeno

other.Shearrivedatthehospital,thesmittendoctor

smiledbroadly."heyyou"hesaidbreathless,"hi"

shereplied.Thedoctoraskedforhertofollowhim

intothewardsjustlikehesaid,thegirlwasawake

shelookedsomuchbetterbutstillbedridden



perhapsfromthestabwound,shestartedblinking

rapidlytearswellinginhereyes,Thuladocouldn't

helpitbutfeelherpainasifitwasherlyingonthat

bed."IhavebeentellingthemaboutuncleFredbut

theydidn'tbelieveme,hefinallyrapedmeandhe

saidhewillkillmeifIscreamedbutIcouldn'tkeep

quiet,itwassopainfulandIhatedsoletitallout,

thenextthingIrememberIamhere"…Hestabbed

me,shesaidfranticallylookingaround"hehada

knifeIsawit,hewaspenetratingmeholdingaknife,

ohGod…Hewillfinishmeoff",shecriedterrified.

"hewon'tfindyou,wearehere"Thuladoassured

her,shecalmedasthesedationputhertosleep.

"whereisherfamilythisisserious?"Thuladoasked

thedoctor,"shedoesn'twantustocallthem,but

eventuallywewillneedtoo,she'sjustaminor"the

doctorresponded,"maybeinvolvesocialworkers

first,she'sscaredwhosaidyoudon'tneed

protectionfromyourownfamily"shesaid

concerned.Dukecouldn'tkeephiseyesofher,she

wassonaturalineverything,honestlyhehasnot



beenmesmerizedbyagirlasThuladoisdoingto

him."canitakeyououtfordinner?"Dukeaskedout

oftheblue,Thuladosmiledshyly"doc"..."callme

Duke"hecuthershort.

Shesmiledallherwayhome,sheneversawhimin

thatnotebutnowthatheshowedinterestshe

couldn'thelpitbutnoticehisbushyeyebrowsand

thatcockysmile,hewaswellbuiltandsmellednice.

Shewantedtoscream,ithasbeenawhilesinceshe

wasapproachedbyaman.It'snotsomethingshe

dwellsonalot,exceptwhenNanagoesonandon

aboutherthreeboyfriendswhomprovideforallher

needs."I'mgoingoutwithadoctor"shewhispered

assherummageintoherwardrobelookingforan

outfitworthytowearforadinnerwithadoctor.

©ZamaGambusheYenga,2021
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Chapter2

Thedinner…Itwaseverythingandmore,though

Thulado'sbreathewasheightenedmostofthetime,

itwasjusttoomuchthingstogetusedtoinjust

onenight,fromthecomplicatedmenutohernot

knowingasingledrinkservedexceptcooldrink,how

embarrasing.AtleastDukewasgentlemanenough

tochaperonehertheentirenight,thedateendedin

amindblowingsmoochthatleftThuladoconfused,

wasitpossibletoplayhardtogetafteryouhave

acceptedakiss?Therippingoffclothesand

touchingkindofkiss?Iguessyoucannotdraw

backfromsuch,shecouldn'tthinkofavalidreason



todelaythiscourtingprocess.Thuladowasnowa

doctorsgirlfriend,shecouldn'twaitforNanato

comebragabouthergreatlifethenshewould

shockherandwatchherchokewithjealousy,finally

adecentmansawherworth.

ShearrivedhomeandDukewouldn'tstopcalling,

thoughshewasexhaustedandhadtorestsocan

befreshforworkthenextmorning,shedidn'tmind

sacrificingacoupleofhoursforthenewlover.They

fooledaroundonthephonegigglingandwhispering

sweetnothingtoeachother,itwasevenhardtobe

thefirstonetohangup.FinallyThuladogotsome

sleep,themorningcamecoatingthenewday

Thuladogotreadyandjustbeforeshecouldleave

thehouse,shereceivedacallfromherdad.

"Hellobaba!"Shesaidsofly

"Thuladomntwanawami,howareyou?"Heasked

concerned

"I'mfinebaba!"Shecuthimshort



"Icalledtobearyousadnews,umamkhulu

usishiyile"(haspassedon),hesaidsadly

"Oh!I'msorrytohearthatdad",shereplied

"Thefuneralisthisweekend,youwillneedtocome

home",heorderedher

"I'mnotcoming,I'mworkingandIdon'thave

money",shedismissedhim

"youcanborrowandIwillgiveyouwhenIgetsome

moneyto"hewascutshortoncemore

"Ican't,pleaseburywell,Iwillcallyou"shecutthe

call

Tearswelledupinhereyesasshetooklongstrides

totherank,shedidn'tknowifherhurthasturned

intohateasshedidn'twantanythingtodowithher

familyandMooiRiver.Nowthatoneofthemis

dead,shemustdropeverythingandruntothem

justbecausetheyarefamily.Shewasn'tlyingwhen

shesaidshedidn'thavethemoney,maybeifshe

didshewouldhavegonebutwhatangeredheris



thatherfatherwaswillingtoborrowmoneyforher

togotoafuneral,meanwhilehehasneversenther

asinglecentjusttomakesureshewasatleast

eating.

Shedidn'texpecthimtotraveltoDurbantocheckif

shewaslivinginasafeenvironment,that'swhat

fathersdowhentheyhavedaughters.Theymove

mountainsforthembuteversinceherbeloved

motherdied,shebecamealostsheepwondering

aroundneedingandwantingtilltodayshehasn't

beenfound.Shehoppedintoataxiafterwipingher

tears,thetraffickinUmngeniistheworseinthe

morning.Ifyoudon'tdepartyourhouseatleastan

hourearlydeemyourselflateatwork,Thulado

lovedsittingnexttothewindowbecauseshecould

justlookoutandadmirethecityofDurban.

"workshopekhoneni"shescreamedloudenoughfor

theconductortohearher,withinminuteshebanged

thedoorfromoutsidestartlingpeopleinsidethe

taxi.Conductorsthrivedinbeingdramatic,itwas

annoying,iftheyweren'tscreamingmonotonously



thestopstheyweregoingto,thentheywereupin

yourfacebeggingyoutopicktheirtaxi,asifthat's

notenoughtheywillgrabyourbagsothatyoucan

followthembutnothingbeatstheirslappingofthe

doorindicatingforthedrivertostop.

Whenthesupermarketisbusythehoursfly,

Thuladowasafewminutesawayfromknockingoff

time,Dukesnameflashedonthescreen.She

smiledtoherselfitwasagoodfeelinghaving

someonetocallyoufornoapparentreason,only

becausetheyloveyou.

"Hello!"Shesaidtryingtosoundsexy

"Hellomabhebeza!"Dukerepliedcheerfully

"HowcanIhelpyou?"Thuladoasked

"BesidethefactthatImissyou,Iwantedtotellyou

thatI'mgoinghome,momisnotwell.Ihadtotake

anemergencyleave,Iwillbebackafteraweek

dependingonhowsheisdoingobviously"Duke



responded

"I'msorryaboutyourmom,Ihopesherecovers

thankyouforlettingmeknow"shesaidgratefully

"IwillbeincontactOK…Iloveyou"heexclaimed

"Iloveyoutoo"shereplied

Atleastsomepeoplehavemothers,thisisathought

thatwentthroughThulado'smind,shecrossedthe

robotsquickly,youcannevertrustDurbantaxi

driverstheyaresuchopportunistaslongasthere's

nocameraormetropoliceit'sagap.Sometimes

theywouldscareyouandwatchyourunforyour

life,thentheywilldriveslowlynexttoyoujustto

ask"urightkodwantokazi?"seriously?Withthat

smirkonyourfaceafteryoualmostkilled

someone'sdaughter?Thegirlswouldpulltheir

facesclutchingontheirbagswalkingforthuntilthe

sillydrivergivesupanddriveaway…Itworksfor

othersbecausetodaytheyareknownastaxi

queens.JustnotThuladoshesprintsacrossthe

robotsandcarryonmindingherownbusiness.



Nanaisalreadywaitingimpatientlyoutsideherdoor.

Shefrownedather,shewasstillmadfromthe

horribleencountertheyhadyesterday,ifthere'sone

personshewishwouldvanishinherlifeitwas

Nanabutforsomereasonshealwaysallowherself

togetattachedtohereverysingletime,maybe

becauseshe'stheonlyfriendshe'sgot.

"Weneedtotalk"Nanasaidanxiously

"letmegetthechairs",Thuladoreplied

"noit'sprivatehurry"sheforcefullypushedintothe

house,somuchtoThulado'sannoyance

Shehatedinvitingpeopleinsideherperfectspace,

shewascontentwithhowthingswerebutpeople

alwaysfoundawaytojudgeandmakeremarks

aboutherroom,thereforeshedecidedthatall

visitersshouldendrightbythedoor,shewasmore

thanhappytobringoutsnacksandchairsoutside



butNanahasforcefullyinvitedherselfin.Thulado

wasfumingherflarednosewasaclearindication,

butNanadidn'thavetimetonurseheregoor

insecuritiesorwhateveritisthatmakesherso

wierdandunwelcoming.

"Firstofall,IowemashonisaR1650,thatguy

scammedus.Hisphoneisoff,canyouyoubelieve

itfriend,heranoffwithourjobs,ourmoney"she

cried

"Ididtellyou"Thuladorepliedannoyed

"thisisnotthetimetorubitonmyface,havea

heart"sheresponded

"sorry"shesaidboilingakettleofwater

"theyhavefoundthisMhlengiguy,apparentlyhe

livesintheneighboringsettlement.Theyareputting

togetherateamtogoanduproothim,theyhaveto

ambushhimsohedoesn'trunoff"sheexplained

"oh…toobadhisfriendsaredeadnowhewillface

themusiconhisown"shesaidbored



"Ineedtogoandseemymanintownmaybehehas

somemoneyforme"shesaidgettingonherfeet

"sure"shesaidunbothered

"soyounotgoingtotellme?"Nanaaskedwithher

handsonherhips

"tellyouwhat?"Thuladoaskedraisinghereyebrows

"Iheardyouwereseendressedupintheafternoon,

wheredidyougo?"

"Iwentonadate,Ihaveaboyfriendnow,hisa

doctor"shesmiledshyly

"wellyouneedtogetridofallthisrubbish,imagine

awholedoctorcomingintoacloggeduproomlike

this,losethebooksfriend"sheordered

"Getout!"Thuladospat

Shelaidonherbedfeelingabitdown,itwas

evidentthattodaywasn'tagreatdayforher.She

dialedDukehopingatleasthewouldliftupher

mood.



"hey"Dukesaidsadly

"notyouaswell"shesaidinasulkingvoice

"Ijustgotacallfromthehospital,wecontactedthe

parentstodaytoinformthemaboutthegirl,nowthe

shewasfounddead.Noonesawanything,she's

deadThuladojustlikethat.

"nono…didshekillherself?Somebodymusthave

seensomething",shecried

"nope…Ijustneedtosleep,canwecallitanight?"

hepleaded

"sure…Goodnight"shesaid

"night"hehungup

@FredSimonsInc

PearlpulledupherG-stringfixinghertwopiecesuit,

sheflashedanaughtysmileatFredwhileheputon

hisclothesaswell.Thishasbeengoingonforas



longasamonthofSundays,theywouldpretend

theyhavedeadlinestomeetjustsotheycanadd

extrahourstotheirshiftsinthenights.Fred'soffice

reekedofsex,Pearlopenedafewwindowsjustso

freshaircouldchaseawaytheunwantedsmellof

sin.Ayoungmothermarriedtoosoon,shefeltshe

stillhadalottoexplore,shewasbeautifuland

deservedwaymorethanwhatshehad.

"Apennyforyourthought?"Fredaskedherashe

buttonedhisshirt

"whydon'twemakethingsofficial?"sheblurtedout

oftheblue

"youmarriedPearl,youactuallyhaveafamily"he

saiddismissively

"IguessyourightbutyouareallIthinkoff,Senzois

greatbutwearen'tcompatible"shecomplained.

"givehimachance,thisisfunbutI'malwaysbusy

anywayanynewsonyourdaughter?"heprobed

"Senzosaidsomethingaboutahospital,Ithinkhe



mightneedanotherdayoff"sheresponded

"Ican'tbegivinghimdaysoffallthetime,soonthis

willaffectmyotherworkers,Idon'twanttobe

labeledasshowingfavoritism"hesaidsternly

"butthisisimportant,ourdaughterwentmissing

mysteriouslyonthatdinner,Senzohasn'tsleptnor

eateninthepastcoupleofdays"shesaid

defensively

"Fine,butyouwillhavetopaymehandsomely"he

saidundressingheroncemore

Asperusualtheyfuckedlikerabbits,ravishingone

anotherasiftheyareone.PearlwhowasjustaPA

buttreatedlikeaCo-ownerthenSenzoVilakazia

mereheadofsecurityforFredSimons,theyhada

goodrelationshipwiththebossinquestion.Hehas

beenaloyalfamilyfriend,theytrustedhimwith

theirlivesandasagoodcompanionhealways

camethroughforthemwhenitcametofinancial

constraints.Healsofilledthegapinbetweenthe

legsofMrVilakazi'swifewhoseemtohaveno



problemwhatsoever.

@thehospital

Senzosatonthosecoldbenchesindisbelieve,he

triedhiswifebutherphonekeptgoinginto

voicemail,shewasprobablybusy,withtheamount

ofworktheygetinthatcompanyyouwouldswear

shegetspaidmillions.Hewasstillwaitingfora

doctortoaddresshim,whatmadehimuneasyisto

whatbroughthisdaughterwhohavebeenmissing

fordaysinhospital.Wasshehurt?Wasshe

kidnapped?Thedoctorinterruptedhisthoughts,he

lookedathimpitifullywhichdidn'thelpbutfuelup

hisanxiousness.

"pleasefollowme,thedoctorwhowastendingto

yourdaughterisonleave"thedoctorinformedhim

"that'salright,Ijusthaven'tsleptindays,wewereat

adinnerinmyboss/friend'shousealongwithother



colleagues.Allthekidswereplayingtogether,we

didn'tnoticethatourgirlwasmissinguntilwewere

thelastpeopleinthebuilding"hesaid

"hmmmanythingcouldhavehappened,sincethe

placewascrowded",hereplied

"mybossthinksit'shisenemies,hehasbeen

helpingus,thepolicehavebeenlookingbutnothing,

soyoucanimaginehowshockedIamtogetacall

fromthehospital…I'mactuallyrelieved"hesaid

sittingdownattheoffice

"accordingtothefiles,yourdaughterwasbrought

inherebyacertainyoungladywhofoundherina

localdumpsite,unfortunatelyMrVilakazishewas

rapedandstabbed.Itlookslikeshedidn'twantfor

youtobecontactedbecausethepersonwhodid

thistoher,youknewhimanddidn'tbelieveher.She

wasappointedtosocialworkasawaytoprepare

herbutsadlyshewasfounddeadthisevening,we

havesentherbodyforautopsytoruleoutthecause

ofherdeathbecauseherdoctorsaidshewas

recoveringwell"heexplained



"No"hepausedlaughinghysterically,"mydaughter

isn'tdead,itcannotbe"hecried

"I'msorrysir,youareallowedtogoandviewher

body,I'msorryforyourloss"hesaidclosingthefile

beforehim

"didshegiveyouaname?"heasked

"maybedoctorDukewouldknowbuthisonleaveat

themoment"hereplied

"it'sjustthatshehasnevertoldmeaboutaman

touchingher,maybeshespoketomywife…I-Ican't

believemyAngelisgone,areyousureit'sher

maybethisisacaseofmistakenidentity"heargued

"youarewelcomedtoconfirmwiththecoronersir"

heanswered

Hisprideandjoystrippedoffhimsogruesomely,he

satonhisbutthugginghislegs,fortunatelyPearl

wasn'thomeyetwhichmeanthecouldcryandbe

weakasmuchashewanted,todecreasethepain

hefeltfromwithin.Heheardthekeyturn,hequickly



risedtohisfeet,hewonderedhowmuchPearl's

perfumecostsbecauseitwouldlasttheentireday,

shewouldwalkintothehousesmellingfreshlike

daisiesbuttodaywasn'taboutperfumes.Hisheart

poundednotknowinghowtobreakthenewstohis

beautifulwife.
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Chapter3

"youareherfatherSenzo,youaresupposedto

protectus,howcanachildgomissingtoapointof

beingrapedandkilledrightunderyournose…You

failedAngelandyoufailedme",shespat

"PearlI'malreadyhurtingasitis,Iknowyouaretoo

butpleasedon'tpushthedaggerrightin,I'mfeeling

likeshit"hepleaded

"Ican'tbelieveImarriedyou,nowmyonlychildis

deadunderyourwatchSenzo.Youexpectmetosit

hereandhugyou?CrywithyouwellI'mnot,Ineed

space.I'mbookingin,Iwillseeyouinthemorning

Fredgaveyouadayoff"shesaidangrily

"Pleasestaywithme,ifyouleavemealoneIwilldie,

youneedtocryPearldon'tbottleitin,let'scry

together"hebegged

"I'mout"shebangedthedooronherwayout.



ShedialledFredastearstrickleddownherface,she

gotweakerwitheverystep.Obviouslyshewasat

thedinnerbutSenzoisthecaringparent,histhe

vigilantone.Howdidhemissedthis,she

remembersdissapearingwithFredforaquickie,

sherecalledseeingAngelvividlyplayingwiththe

otherkidsstraightaftershereturnedfromFred's

room.Heansweredhisphonealmostimmediately.

"missingmealready?"hesaidplayfully

"I'mcomingtosleepover,I'mnotinagoodspace"

shereplied

"morereasonforyoutostaywithyourboring

husband,whatuseareyoutomeifyouaren'tina

goodspacePearl?"heaskedannoyed

"AngelisdeadFred"shecried

"ohuhm..I'msorrybaby,youcancome,forgiveme

forbeinginsensitive"sherespondedregrettably

Shehungupfiddlingwiththekeysoshecouldstart



thecar,shepausedthinkingaboutthesestrong

feelingssheaccumulatedovertheyearsforFred,

assadasitwasperhapsthiswasasignforherto

leaveSenzo.Shestartedthecaranddroveoff,

meanwhileSenzostoodbythewindowwithhis

heartbleeding,hedidn'tblinkuntilthecar

dissapeared,tearsstreameddownhisface.He

understoodthatpeoplegrieveddifferently,the

picturesofAngelfromthelabwokehisanger,she

wasonly13whowouldhatehimsomuchby

hurtinghislittlegirlsomuch.

Thenextmorninghewokeupfromthefloor,his

bodyascoldasice,ifonlyhecouldremember

whenandhowhefellasleep.Hisphonevibratedon

thecouch.

"hello"hesaidinasleepyvoice

"I'mofficerDlamini,isthisMrVilakazi?"

"yes"hesaidsittingdown



"theautopsyisback,tracesofpoisonwasfoundin

Angelbloodstream,clearlysomeonewantedher

dead"hesaidsadly

"butwho?"heaskedinashakyvoice

"weareinvestigatingthehospitalstaff,thefootage

showedusawomanwalkingintoherwardatnight,

butnooneknowswhosheis"heanswered

"youneedtofindthatscum,Iwanttoknowwhy

shekilledmybaby"Senzosaid

"wedoingeverythingwecan"theofficerreplied

Hehunguprushingintothebathroom,sincehe

couldn'tprotecthertheleasthecoulddowasfind

herjustice.Afterhewasdonecleaninghimselfhe

dialledhiswife,whotookagestoanswer.

"hello"shesaidsofly

"thedoctortoldmethatAngelknewthepersonwho

violatedher,hesaidhetoldusbutwedidn'tbelieve

her.Doyouknowanythingaboutthat?"



"AngelwasaverynaughtygirlSenzo,whydoyou

thinkI'msomadatyouforfailingher.Shewas

stubbornandeverytimeshedidn'twanttodothings

shewouldmakeupliesthatpeoplearetouchingher,

Itookherforavirginitytesttomammtshaliand

shepassedit"shespat

"whodidshesaywastouchingherPearl?"he

askedsternly

"canyoubelievethatgirlsaidFredtouchedher

mxm,Fredwouldneverdothat"shesaid

defensively

"ohandyoudidn'tthinkIdeservedtoknowthis

Pearl?"hesaidangrily

"Iforgottotellyou,I'mbusyandthingsslip"she

answeredrudely

Whatifshewastellingthetruth?Didthatthought

crossyourmindhuh?

Therewassilence,hehunguphischestrisingand

falling



@themarket

Mhlengisatbehindhisaunt'sfruitstall,theywere

countlessothervendorsbutpeoplepickedwhere

theirfancied.Heputhishoodieonlearning

backwardsasthefuneralofhisfriendsplayed

throughhismindlikeamovie,thefirsttimehe

decidedtogoandstealwiththemhegot

traumatizedbythethingstheydid.Thoughhe

wasn'tfortunatetoberaisedbyhisparentsbuthis

auntraisedhimtorespectandcherishwoman,he

wasn'tpreparedforwhathesawthereforeheran

offtohideinthenearestshack.Hisheartplodded

ashesatonthatfloor,hecouldhavebeencaught

bythepolicethenlockedupforcrimeshedidn't

commit,worseifhewasstumbleduponbythemob.

Rumorhasitthatinthatcommunityyouleaveina

bodybagifyouarefoundwanting.

Thankfullyforthekindladywhodidn'task



questionsandshelteredhimtillthechaosdied

down.Hereminiscedstandingoverherwhileshe

snoredaway,hewantedtowakeheruptosay

thankyoubutsheseemedexhaustedjudgingbythe

wayshecarelesslyfloppedherlegsandarms.She

hadkickedherblanketofffromthenightheat,he

smileddownatherandtiptoedoutthehouse,then

heranforhisdearlife.

"howmucharethetomatoes?"acustomerstripped

himoffhisthoughts

"theseonesareR10andthebiggerbowlisR15"he

replied

"yhuuwhendidthingsbecomesoexpensive?"she

complained

ShedugintoherbracomingbackwithaR20note,

Mhlengihesitantlytookthemoney.Itwas

disturbinghowwomensawnoprobleminstashing

theirmoneyintheirbreastsbuttofishitoutin

publicwasanotherstory.



"givemethebowlforR15andsomebananas"she

requested

Mhlengididastoldtheladytookhergoodsand

dissapearedintothecrowd,hiscousinMusasat

downnexttohim,hiseyeswereredandpuffedup.

Mhlengitookoffhishoodielookingathim

worryingly.

"and?"heasked

"oldage,highcholesterol…eishit'sbadMhlengi

mfowethu,theysaidherstrokeisfatalshecould

die"hesaidsadly

"I'mgoingtoseeherintheevening,willyouclose

up?"

"yeahsureandMhlengiyouarebeingsought-after

byleadersofJamaica"heinformedhim

"whatfor?"heaskedconfused



"I'mnotsureiguessyouwillfindoutsoon"he

replied

Mhlengiputonhisgoodieandblendedinwiththe

crowd,hefoundhimselfattheseasidekillingtime

sinceitwasclosertoAddingtonHospital,hewalked

inafewminutesbefore7pmhisstomachwas

growlingfrommorninghunger,hewasallowed

atleasttwofruitsfromthestallbutitwasn'tenough

totameagrownman'shunger.Heenquiredand

wasledtohisaunt'sward,theurgetocryvisited

himhepusheditatthebackofhismind

immediately.Hisauntwasallhehad,Godknowshe

cannotloseher.

@FredSimoninc

SenzoleftPearlathome,sheseemedexhausted

whenshearrivedthismorning,hetoounderstood

thatfeelingofcryingyourselftosleeponlytowake

uponthefloor.Musthavebeenworseforheras



thepersonwhocarriedAngelforninemonths,he

walkedconfidentlybehindtwoofficers,eventhough

therewasn'tprooftheyweren'tabouttoignorethe

factthatAngel

utturedFred'snameatthehospital.DoctorDuke

confirmedit,theybudgedintohisoffice.

Fredwelcomedthemlookingascoolasa

cucumber,likeagoodbusinessheshooktheir

handsfirmlywearingafriendlysmile,heeven

askedSenzoaboutthepreparationofthefuneral.

"WeareheretoaskyouafewquestionsMrSimons",

theofficerbrokethesilence

"sure"herepliedeversochilled

"sowehearthatAngelwastakenfromyourhouse,

yoursecurityisprettytightMrFred.Whatarethe

oddsthatastrangercouldhavebrokeinanddid

this?",heaskedgenuinely

"Idon'tthinkit'sastrangerandI'mgivingyou



permissiontoinvestigatemystuffbecauseitwas

onlyusinthepremisesthatday"hereplied

"notthatwewillneedpermissionfromyoubut

thanks,Fredwehaveaskedaroundandquitealotof

peoplenoticedthatyoudissapearedforawhilein

thedurationofthedinner/party!Hesaidsternly

"true"hesaidlookingatSenzo

"whichmakesyouasuspect,youprobablylured

thechildsinceyouknewshetrustsyou,youhad

youwaybutuponrealizingthedamageyouhave

done,youstabbedherandthrewherintothe

nearestdumpsite"theofficerexclaimedwitha

smirkplasteredonhisface

"that'sabsurd,Idissapearedbutwithsomeoneand

ifyoulookintoCCTVfootageyouwillnoticethatI

didn'tleavethehousethatday,nowpleasestop

wastingmytime.

"alrightthenbutwearetakingthisinvestigationto

thecrimesceneyourhouseanddon'tworrywewill

becominginherealotaswell"theystoodontheir

feetwalkingaway



"Vilakazi!Awordplease"hesaidcallingSenzo,he

floppeddownonhisseat

"howdareyouputthepoliceonmeVilakazi?Why

onearthdoyouthinkIwouldhurtAngel?"hespat

"Ididn'tdoanythingFred,I'mjustfollowingprotocol,

Angeltoldthedoctoritwasyou,Isimplycouldn't

stopthem"hereplied

"that'sjustarumoryouaremyfriend,youshould

knowmebetter,thiswillruinmyreputationandmy

company…thecompanythatfeedsyouVilakazi"he

roared

"IlostmydamndaughterFred!Angelisgoneman

andallyouthinkingaboutisyourdamnbusiness?

I'msorryifthisinvestigationismakingyousadbut

I'mnotgoingtointerruptbecauseIwanttofindthe

personwhohurtmychild".Hestoodonhisfeetand

lefttheoffice.

Thenextday



Thuladodraggedherfeetgoinghome,itwasan

exhaustingdayatwork,thenthepolicecametoask

foranotherstatementconcerningAngel.Herstory

wassad,shesomehowstartedmissingDuke

thoughhecalledhereveryday,shemissedhaving

pleasantcompany.Shefinallyreachedherdoorstep,

strugglingtoopenherlockagain,shegruntedin

fustration.Thismonthshewasdefinitelygettinga

newlock,rightaftershepaysMbusohisR350.If

onlyshecouldgetanewjob,thatcanatleastpay

herenoughperhapsthismoneyproblemswould

decrease.Herphoneranginherbag,sheslammed

thelockhardonherwoodendoorinannoyance,she

fishedforitandasmileappeareduponrealizingthe

callerID.

"Hellomylove"shesaideversosweetly

"howareyousweetheart?"hereplied

"I'mjustmadmylockwon'topen,it'sfullofrust"

shecomplained

"wellyourmanwillsendyousomemoney,maybe



youcangetanewoneandperhapssomechangeto

spoilyourself?"hesaid

"IcantakecareofmyselfDuke"sherepliedflatly

"Ididn'tsayyoucan't,Ijustwanttospoilmy

girlfriend"heansweredconfidently

"fine,howismom?"sheasked

"arghit'salsooldageyouknow,I'mgoingtobe

heretheentireweek,IwillseeyouonMonday

afternoon"hesaid

"OKnoproblem,Imissyou"sheexclaimed

"notasmuchasme…bye"

Hehungup,Thuladoresumedfidgetingwithher

lock,Nanacameoutofnowheregivingherafright.

"kodwayiniNanaungithusile"shemoaned

"sorry,I'mjustexcited"sheapologized

"betteryouthanme"sherepliedbored



"Igotajob"shesaidexcitedly

"congrats"Thuladosaidfocusingonherkey

"comeonatleastpretendlikeyouhappyforme"

shebegged

AnsmsfromDukepingedonherphoneasshelet

herselfin,thekeyfinallyopened.Shereadthe

messagewithasmile,R2000wasalotshewas

goingtopayMbuso,buyalockandstilldo

somethingniceforherself.SheturnedtoNanawith

asmile.

"sowherewillyoubeworking?"

"FredSimon'sIdidn'tevenapplybutIwascalledin

today.I'mnothappywithmyjobdescriptionbutit's

betterthanbeingacashier"shesaid

"okay!IguessI'llbeaskingyouforajobsoon"she

saidsarcastically

"nosilly,I'mmorelikeacleanerbutit'sbetterto

maketeaunderanairconthensweatingfrom



morningtillevening"shepressed

"luckyyouthen"shebrushedheroff

"Icametotellyouthattheyfoundthatguy,who

wasthemastermindofthebreak-insandrape,he

willbepersecutedtonight"shewhispered

"whydidn'tyousayso"shehurriedlychangeinto

morecomfortableclothes".

Theyrushedtothecommunitymeetingpoint,the

menwaitedimpatientlywhilethewomanclutched

ontheirgowns,Thuladoalwaysarrivedlate.When

shepreparesforhersupperothersarereadyto

sleep,afteragood30minutestheleaderdraggeda

manwhoseemedtohavebeenbatteredalready,he

wasjustbroughtinheresothatthecommunitycan

finishhimoff.Theyeruptedinnoiseasanger

clothedthem,oneoftheleaderspickeduphishand

indicatingforthemtobequiet.

"thisisMhlengi,wespenthourswithhim,begging



him,askinghimthesamequestionsbutheis

adamantthatheisinnocent"

"wedon'tbegcriminals,makashaywe!"avoice

fromthecrowdinstructed

Themobgrewanxious,thecirclegettingsmaller,

Thuladosqueezethroughoutofcuriosity,shealso

wantedtoseethisMhlengiwithherowneyes.

Finallyshepushedinfrontandtheireyeslocked,

herheartstartedbeatingfast.Tearsitchedhereyes,

thiswasdefinitelyhim,thatmysteryguyinahoodie,

sherememberedhowsoundlyshesleptthatnight

andnotevenasinglethingwentmissingfromher

shack.Thuladowasallforjusticeandsafetyofthe

communitybutshedidn'twanthimtodielikethis,

Mhlengisatonthefloorburyinghisheadin

betweenhislegsawaitingdeath.Thuladoexcused

herselfwhentheurgetogotothetoiletvisitedher.

Sheranasfastasherlegscouldcarryher,the

communitystartedbeatingMhlengiyoucouldtell



bythecheeringfromthewomenbutsuddenlythe

sirenswentoffthecrowddispersedwitheveryone

runningtoseekrefuge,asmuchasthiswasthe

onlywaytheycouldkeeptheircommunitiesclean,it

wasillegal.ThepolicepickedupMhlengi's

unconsciousbodyandleft,Thuladowalked

backwardsasshewaslurkingfromadistance,

carefulthatnoonesawher.Sheturnedtogoback

toherhousebutbuttheadswithNana.

"Ithoughtyousaidyouhavearunningtummy

Thulado,whatareyoudoinghere?",sheraisedher

eyebrow.

Thuladogottonguetied…

©ZamaGambusheYenga,2021
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Chapter4

"Ithoughtyousaidyouhavearunnytummy

Thulado,whatareyoudoinghere?",sheraisedher

eyebrow.

Thuladogottonguetied…

"Mbusosentachildtoremindmeabouthismoney,

soIwenttosettleit"shesaidwalkingaway,her

heartthuddingsoloudyoucouldhearit

"wheredidyougetthemoney?"sheasked

inquisitively



"myboyfriendNana,what'supwiththemillion

questions?"shesaidthatwalkingfurtheraway

Shearrivedhomeandimmediatelylockedthedoor,

sheheadedstraighttohercouchholdingherchest,

whywasshefeelingsoguilty?savingsomeone's

lifewasagoodthing…right!Sheknewrightthere

andthenshewouldn'tbeabletoevenswallow

bread,herthroatwasdrythereforesheoptedfora

baththenshesleptaway.

Theverysamenightthecommunitymarchedto

Mhlengi'shouse,singingslogansoffreedom,

"enoughisenough"tothemthiswasvictory,they

werecleaningthestreets.Theygatheredaroundthe

homesteadandstartedchantingforthecrookto

comeout,insteadthecousinsteppedoutpuzzled.

Themobwentsilence,givingtheleadersachance

tospeak.

"bantuabadalahowcanIhelpyou?"thecousin



askedpetrified

"youandyourentirefamilyhavebeenharboringa

thiefandrapistsothereforeweareaskingyouto

leave!Leavethisareabytomorrowmorningorwe

willburnthishousedown"oneoftheleaderssaid

ontopofhisvoice

"mymomissickinhospital,pleaseI'mbeggingyou,

canweatleastwaitforherreturn…Wereallydon't

knowwhatyouaretalkingabout"herespondedwith

ashakyvoice

"wegivingyouaweek!"withthatthecommunity

resumedtheirchantingofsongs,turningontheir

heels.

Meanwhilethephara'sbrokeintoseveralhomes

stealingelectricalappliances,itwasperfecttiming.

Whilsttheyaredistractedyoustrike!Theygathered

alltheirstolengoodsinanearbybushnexttothe

railwaylines,thentheycoveredthemanddispersed

sotheycouldlaylow.



Aweeklater

Dukefinishedhisreportsatthehospital,whenhis

colleaguefriendjoinedhim,hesighedclosingthe

file.

"howistheinvestigationgoing?"heaskedhim

"itwentcold"Dukerepliedfustrated

"Ican'tbelievethis!Achilddiedbecauseofthis

andthepolicethinkit'sbettertothrowinthe

towel…thisisridiculous!"thecolleaguesaid

fustrated

"moneytalkssbari,Fredisaknownbusinessman,

throwingacoupleofthousandsisn'taproblem.

Imaginetheamountofwomenwhoget

discourageddailytoreportbecauseofsuch

incompetence!"Dukesaiddissapointed

"andthatwoman…Idon'tunderstand…Howcana

wholestrangerenterourhospitalwithoutdetection?

"



"thisisapublichospitalSamito!Anythingis

possible"hestoodupgatheringhisstuff

"Ineedtogoandseemygirlfriend,Iwillseeyou

tomorrow"

Withthatheleftthehospital,pullingupThulado's

workplacehismindwasmilesaway,hehadalot

goingon,asickmother,thecaseandnowhehada

girlfriend.HesawThuladoinherjeansandawork

shirtlookingcute,heimmediatelyjumpedoutsohe

couldmeetherhalfway.

"heyyou"hesaidclosingherinhisarms

"heyImissedyou!"shesaidsulking

"I'mherenow,letmetakeyouhome"thedrivewas

fun-filledtheysharednewsandjokes.Duketold

Thuladoaboutthehorrorsathospitalincludingthe

pendingcaseofAngel,andThuladotoldDuke

aboutthesituationinhercommunity.



"youtryingtotellmethatthemobkilledtwobig

crooks,onegotawaybutthisentireweekmore

break-insandmugginghavebeentakingplace?"he

saidshockingly

"yes!It'slikewearefuelingthesecriminals,I'mso

scaredlivingalone"shesaidinalowvoice

"youcancomelivewithme"Dukeoffered

"youaresweetbutno,I'mlookingforanewplace

intown,oneofmycolleaguesishookingmeup"

sheanswered

"Town!Comeon,thatplaceisnotevensafe"hesaid

dissaproving

Thuladowasthetypethatjustkeepsquietwhen

shedidn'tfeellikearguing,shewentmuteandDuke

keptstealingglancesather.Theypulledupthe

settlement,itwasgettingdark,normallyThulado

wouldstillbeinsomequeueintownwaitingtoget

intoataxi.Theyarrivedatherdoorstep,shebegan

strugglingwithherkeyanxiouslywhileDuke

scannedtheplace,itwassocrampedandthe



stenchofpiledupgabbagehithisnostrilsbutwhat

canhedo?

"whyisthereadumpnexttothehouses?"heasked

"youwon'tunderstand"shesaidannoyed

"andthepuddles,don'ttheirbringmosquitoes,

surelythecommunitycandosomethingaboutit.I

meantheyhavetheenergytokillpeoplewhycan't

theygatherandcleanthisplaceup"heasked

further

"Idon'tknowDuke,maybeyoucanbeMandelaand

tellthem"sheansweredsharply

Thelockfinallyopened,sheputthelightonand

invitedDukein,shealreadyfeltjudgedbyhimso

shewastestingthewaterstoseehowhewould

reacttoherlittlehome.Dukeenteredlooking

around,hethenfloppedonthecouchtakingofhis

jacket.



"Idon'thavemuchbutIboughtjuicetoday,canI

offeryou"sheasked

"sure"hesaidstilllookingaround

Thuladogotbusypilingbiscuitsandpouringjuice,

shewasfeelinghotandsweatythiswasthefirst

timesheinvitedamaninherlittlespaceanditfelt

wierd.Dukeacceptedthebiscuitsanddrankthe

juice,Thuladofriedworsandsomemeattoeatwith

bread,shecouldnevercookwithsuchnerves.

Whenthefoodwasreadysheservedhimandthey

ate.

"soyoulovereadingbooks?"heblurtedout

"somethinglikethat"shereplied

"youknowyoucanmakemoneyifyoucould

recyclethosecontainers"hesaidpointingtothe

stacksofice-creamtubs

"oh…Ineverthoughtofit"sherepliedshyly



Theyfinishedeating,Thuladowashedtheplates

andwalkedDukeout,whentheyreachedhiscarhe

pulledherintoahugthenhekissedher.Thulado

wasn'tpresentbutfranticallyworriedaboutother

things,soshemissedtheromanticgesture.He

wavedhimgoodbye,sheranhomeshuttingthe

doorcrying.Hejudgedher!Hemustfeeldisgusted!

Itwasinthewayhepulledhisfacescanning

around.Sheknewthathewillneverallowhimto

enteragainjustlikeNanahewillendbythedoor.

MeanwhileDukethoughtofwaysonhowhecan

helphisgirlfriend,thatplacewasn'tgoodenough

butfirsthewantedtogetherintonursingschool.

Butwhat'supwiththepilesofbooksand

containershecouldn'teventhinkinsucha

swampedplace,heswitchedonsomemusicand

focusedontheroad.Hestoppedattherobotin

NorthCoastroad,tappinghissteeringtothemusic

hefeltsomethingcoldonhistemple,hejumped

terrified."getoutofthecar"avoicesaid,heputhis

handsupintheairlookingattheguyinfrontofhim.



Hequicklysnatchedhisphonefromthe

compartmentearninghimselfandbulletthroughhis

head.Theyquicklydraggedhimoutofhiscarand

droveoffleavinghimdeadonthefloor.

@Mhlengi'shouse

Theauntsatonthemattresssurroundedby

candles,itwasbusyastheypreparedforthe

funeral.Mhlengilockedhimselfinhisroom,hewas

partiallyhealedfromthebeating,thedoctorsaid

slowlybutsurelyandthathewasluckybecause

nothingwasbroken,hiswoundsweremostlyinhis

bodyratherthanhisface.Eversincehewas

dischargedhestayedintheroombecauseitwas

hisfault,thecousinnarratedhowauntdiedafter

hearingthathewashospitalizedfromabattering,

auntlovedMhlengi,hewasherfavoritebrothers

child.Raisinghimwasapleasure,andtohearthat

hewasacriminalandarapistrippedlifeoffher.



Inawayeveryoneblamedhimforeverything,

becausestraightafterthefuneralthefamilymust

vacatethehouse,therestweregoingbacktothe

farmbuthehadnowheretogobecausetheydonot

wishtoharboracriminalagain.Mhlengitoldthem

countlesstimesthathedidn'tdoanything,hewas

therebutitneverhappened.

Thenextmorning

Thetaxidriverincreasedthevolumetolistentothe

news.

Anchor:communitiesuniteinangerastheyurge

thegovernmenttodosomething,thecrimes,the

deathsandthedrugsinthesecommunitieshave

skyrocketed.Theleadershavethreatenedthatif

theirpleaisn'theardtheywilltakethistothestreet

asaformofprotestandifpushcomestoshove

theywilltakethelawintotheirownhands.(thenthe

anchordiverted)"breakingnews"amanwasfound



deadinNorthCoastroad,awitnesssaiditwasa

hijacking,theyshothimintheheadanddroveoff

withhiscar.

Peoplegaspedinthetaxiasthenewsanchor

continueddeliveringthenews.Thuladolookedout

ofthewindowthinkingifwhethersheshouldjoinin

thestrike,shejumpedoutattheworkshopasusual

andblendedinthebusystreetheadingtowork.Her

daywasproductiveandboywasshegladtheday

hasended,shereceivedacallfromNana.

"yebo"sheanswered

"friend,whydidn'tyoutellmecleaningwassucha

demandingjob?"shesaidsoundingtired

"thereisn'taneasyjobNana,Ialwaystellyou"she

repliedshakingherhead

"it'sonlybeenaweekandI'mreadytogiveup,

thesepeopleareforeveraskingforteaandcoffee

thenIhavetocleanawungeke"shecomplained



"listenyouwantedajob,youhaveonenowcherish

ituntilyoufindsomethingbetter.Ihaveappliedfor

ajobtocleantheroadskaMasipala(Municipality)"

shetoldher

"wheredoIgettheforms?"sheasked

"There'sabuildingnextto"Playhouse"youmust

askaround"shereplied

"thanksmyfriend,willseeyoujustnow"shehung

up.

Thuladowalkedintownwithacolleaguewhowas

toshowhertheavailableroomthatsheenquired

about,shecouldjustwalktowork.Thenshecan

saveontransportmoneyandwhoknowsperhaps

thisiswhatsheneedssoshecanaffordtopayher

tuitionfees.Itwasonebedroom,akitchenetteand

abathroom,slightlybiggerthanherspacerightnow,

shenoddedinapproval.

"Iwilltakeit"shesaid



"therentisR2000asyoucanseetheplaceisnot

propeykept,noburglarguards,thoughyourself

swipeinitsnotthatsafe.Youjusthavetobestreet

smart"sheresponded

"Iwillmanage,Iwillcomebackendofthismonth"

shesaid

"weeeyouwillnotfindit,theseroomsgolikehot

cakes,plusthisoneisnewlyrenovatedinaway,

takeitnow.It'snexttomine"sheprobed

"Ionlyhaveathousandfriend"shesaidanxiously

"IcanborrowyouR500,Iwilltalktotheguythat

ownstheplace,hisveryunderstanding.Comelet's

go,hewillgiveyouthekeys"theyfollowedeach

otherdownstairsbutunfortunatelytheguyhad

alreadyknockedoff

MeanwhileNanaarrivedhomefindinghermom

talkingtotheotherladiesoutsideherhouse,she

greetedandpassedtoenterinside.



"Someonemusthavealertedthepolice,nowthese

crooksarebayingforblood,that'swhyit'sbetterto

killthem"oneoftheladiessaid

"Iagreewithyou,theymustbemovingingroups

andMhlengiistheirleader",theothersaid

"Idoubtthoughthattheyarelinkedtothehijacking

thosecrimesarehigherrankandMhlengi'screwdo

pettycrimes",Nana'smothersaid

"stillweneedtofindoutwhocalledthecops,it's

oneofus,clearlythere'sasnitchamongstus"one

said

"maybehehasagirlfriend,youknowthesegirls

lovedatingcriminals"theothersaid

"weneedtoinvestigatethis,thepersonmusthave

secretlyleftthecrowdtophone"Nana'smomsaid

Nanawaseavesdroppingtheentiretime,thenshe

rememberedThuladorunningoffbecauseofa

runnytummybutshestumbleduponherroaming

aroundoncemorewhenthepolicearrived.She



arguedinherhead,Thuladowouldneverdothator

wouldshe?Shefoundherselfoutsidenarratingto

theladiesofwhattookplace.

©ZamaGambusheYenga,2021

--------------

Weareback! Thankuforgivingmethistime.

"There'sYou"willbeavailablethisweek.

[11/22,13:29].:Adiamondintherough

|

|

|

|

|

|



Chapter5

PearlsittinginsideFred'scarintheparkinglot,he

seemeddistressandirritable.

"IwilltalktoSenzo,hisjusthurtingatthemoment"

shepleaded

"Youaresupposedtobeathomepreparingfor

Angel'sburialnothere,asforSenzoI'mdonewith

him,I'mwaitingforeverythingtobeoverandI'm

lettinghimgo!"hesaidlookingoutthewindow

"andwhataboutme…us?"Pearlasked

"youareamarriedwomanPearl,whatistheretodo

huh?I'mutterlydisgustedthatI'maccusedofsuch

filth,IcangetanypussyIwantbuttorapeachild…

NomanSenzoistaintingme"hesaidangrily

"it'snothimwhoopenedthecasethoughbutthe

hospital"shesaid

"Idon'tfollow?"heaskedpuzzled



"apparentlyit'sAngelwhosaiditwasyouFred"she

raisedhereyebrow

"OK…thisismadness,Iwouldneverdothat.You

believemeright?"heasked

"Ido,weweretogetherthatnight"shereplied

"Pearl!someoneistryingtoframeme"hesaid

wideninghiseyes

@Thesettlement

LaterthateveningThuladosatonthefloorcrying

herlungsout,shemissedagreatdealonaroom

andnowDukewentsilentonher.Shebrusheditoff

whenhedidn'tcalllastnightbuttogotheentireday

withnocommunicationwasaconfirmationenough

thathewasturnedoffbyheryesterday.Aloud

urgentknockstartledher,sherushedtoopenandin

boltedNana,sheclosedthedoorwipinghertears.

"youneedtopackwhatyoucanandgo!"shesaid



panicking

"Idon'thavetimeforjokesokay,myheartissore"

shesaidfloppingonhercouch

"youdon'tunderstandThulado,youaresummoned

bythecommunityOK…Theyknowthatyoucalled

thepolicethatday"shesaidfranticallylooking

around

"what?Buthow…who?(shepausedstaringatNana)

youdidn'tright?"shesaidwithglisteningeyes

"I'msorryIonlyrealizedlatethatIshouldn'thave

mentionedit"shesaidregrettably

"NanayouknowIdon'thaveanyone,youjustdon't

care…youareselfish,wheredoyouexpectmeto

runtooatthishourhuh?"shescreamed

"I'msorryOK…Theyhaveaskedmetoluretothe

meetingpointbutI'mgoingtosayIdidn'tfindyou.

Nowpackandhurrydowntherailwaytracks,no

onewillseeyoudownthere"shestartedstripping

offclothesinThulado'swardrobe

"railwaytracks?areyouinsane,it'ssodarkand



dangerousdownthere.Icouldberapedandkilled"

shesaidshocked

"it'syouronlyoption,Iwon'tbeabletolivewith

myselfshouldsomethinghappentoyouinthis

community…hurryup"shebegged

Thuladoclimbedonherbedtograbaholdherbig

bagandsuitcase,theystartedrunningaroundthe

roomtakingthingsthatwereofvalueshovingitin

thetwobags,Nanahelpedhercarrythesuitcase

whileThuladohoistedtheheavybag.Shecametoa

haltbyherdoor,lookingatallthethingssheworked

sohardtoaccumulateovertheyears,ifonlythis

happenedattheendofthemonthaftershemoves

out.Shecanonlyhopethattheydon'ttakeherstuff

perhapsshecangetDukeorsomeonetocollectfor

herbecauseoncethemobsoughtforyou,youare

asgoodasdead.

Nanapulledherhandincompletepanic,theybrisk

walkeddownthehillheadingtothetracks,when



theyreachedthestonesNanapulledThuladointoa

squeeze.

"callmewhenyouaresafe,callyourboyfriend,tell

himtocomeandfetchyouatSmithfield"withthat

sheranoff

Thuladosnuggedintoabushreekingoffear,she

triedcallingDukefortheumpteenthtimetodayand

stillvoicemail,itwasgettingcoldsoshepulledover

herfleecethrowtocoverherself.Whenshehearda

cracklingsoundfrombehind,herheartalmost

cameoutofhermouth,adropofurinewether

panties.Shequicklygrabbedherheavybagsand

ranoffintothestoneytracks,thesuitcasekepton

gettingstuckfuelingherfear.Twofiguresappeared

beforeherwhensheturnedtogobacktherewas

onebehindher,tearsstingedhereyes.Thelittle

hopeshehadwentoutthewindowsheclutched

ontoherbagsandwaitedherfate.



"what'sinthebagssisi"oneofthemsaid

"let'sjustgetoveranddonewithitmajita"theother

onesaidimpatiently

"dropthebagsdown"theonefrombehindsaid

placinganokapi(pocketknife)onherneck

"Pleasedon'thurtme"Thuladobeggeddroppingthe

bags

Theypushedherintothebush,shestartedsobbing

butahotclapacrossherfaceshuthermouth

instantly.

"lethergo"avoicecamefrombehindthem

Thethreementurnedaroundinlightningspeed,

theyputtheirknivesawaylettingThuladogo.

"hadeboy,wejustwantedtohavealittlefun"the

onereplied



"she'swithme"withthatthemysteryguyturnedon

hisheelfollowingasprintingThulado

Sheranforherdearlifeeventhepumpsshewas

wearingwerenowheretobeseen,theguypicked

upherbagsfollowongherasshestruggledthrough

thestones,sherantillshereachtheroadat

Smithfield.Shefranticallyscannedbehindwhen

shecouldn'tseeanythingshestoppedandcaught

herbreath.

"whatwereyoudoingdownthereatthistime,they

weregoingtohurtyou"hesaidupsetandthatvoice

"mybags"isallThuladocouldsaythenshebroke

downcrying

"whereareyougoing?"heaskedconcerned

"Idon'thaveanywheretogo,thecommunityknows

thatIcalledthepolicetosaveyou"shecried

"itwasyou…y-yousavedme"hestammered

"andlookwherethatgotme,myboyfriendhas



ghostedme,I'mallalone"shecomplained

Mhlengilookedatherandapangofguiltandpain

clothedhim,hebarelyknowsthisshortybutshe

hasdonesomuchforhimwithnothingtogainand

everythingtolose.Howisthisevenpossible?how

canonehavesuchaheart?

"followme"hecarriedbothherbagsandhitthe

road,Thuladofollowedcluelesd.

Thewalkwaslong,Mhlengistoppedatthesideof

theroadhewalkoveralittlebushyplantandpulled

outablacksportbagthenheproceeded,Thulado

wantedtoaskbutdecidedagainstit.Afteralong

dreadfulwalktheyarrivedinfrontofabiggate,

Mhlengipressedthebuzzerandwaited.

"RizaBnBhowcanwehelpyou?"theladyonthe

otherendsaid



"I'mlookingforaroom"Mhlengisaid

"comethrough"shereplied

Thedoorslidopen,MhlengimotionedforThulado

toenter,theyfollowedeachotherallthewaytothe

reception,sheputthemonthesystemanddirected

themtotheirroom.Itwassmall,youcouldjusttell

itwasoneofthosecheapaccommodationbut

beggarscan'tbechooser...right.Thuladostoodby

thedoorwhileMhlengiputthebagsinonecorner.

"thiswilldofortonight,perhapsyourboyfriendwill

growapairandcomeforyoutomorrow?"hesaid

sarcasticallypullinghishoodieoverhisheadand

floppingonthebed

"I'mgoingtoshower"shefishedintoherbedforher

toiletrybagthendissapearedintothetinybathroom,

Mhlengidriftedoffthinkingofwhathewastodo

next.Hecouldgojobhuntingtomorrow,ortake

overheraunt'sstall,hecalledhiscousin.



"hello"hesaidbored

"suremfethu,willitbeokayifIcontinuesellingfor

auntyandyoucanpaymesmall"heaskedhopeful

"AreseriousrightnowMhlengi,weareinthismess

becauseofyou,Ithinkit'sbestyoustayawayfrom

us,justdissapearbro.Mymomlovedyou

wholeheartedlybutyouchosetokillher,stripusoff

ourhomeandnowyouwanttosnatchawayfood

fromourmouths?Mhlengiwhatdidweeverdoto

you?"heasked

"Ididn'tdoallthosethingsmfethu,whydon'tyou

believeme?.Youaremyonlyfamily,Ineedyou"he

begged

"justleaveusalone.Okay"hehungup

Thuladocameoutthebathroomwithibhayi

wrappedaroundhertinybody,Mhlengisatup

smiling,herestedhisbackontheheadboard,he

checkedheroutunderhishoodie.Thuladocarefully



fishedforherpyjamapants,sheslippeditonunder

thecloakthensheworehertop,sheuntiedibhayi

headingtothebathroomtohangit.Shereturned

standingoverthebed,Mhlengijustsmirkedlooking

ather.

"arewegoingtoshareabed?"shefoldedherarms

"Idon'tIikesleepingonthefloorplusthere'sonly

oneblanket,IguesswesharingandIdon'tworryI

won'ttouchyou,I'mgay"hesquintedhiseyes

"Okay"Thuladosaidrelaxing,shehappilysnuggled

underthecovers

Mhlengidissapearedintothebathroomtocleanup

aswell,ThuladodialedDukeandafemale

answered.

"hello"shesaid

"canIspeaktoDukeplease"sheaskedpolitely



"whoisthis?"sheaskedcuriously

Thuladohungupasherheartclenched,ittooka

whileaforhertoputthepuzzlepiecestogether,I

guessitwastoogoodtobetrue,whywoulda

handsomedoctordateatroubledgirllikeher.She

quicklywipedhertearswhenMhlengireturned

naked,shegaspedlookingathimfromheadtotoe,

theguywaswellbuilt.Hewasdarkaschocolate,

averageheight,hewasbeautiful.Thuladohidher

faceundertheblanketasherheartracedshehas

neverseenanakedmaninherlife.Mhlengilightly

chuckled,hefoundaboxerinhisbagandcovered

upthenjoinedtheshymaidenundertheblankets.

"whyareyouhiding,ItoldyouI'mgay"hechucked

somemore

"I'mnothiding,I'mjustgivingyouprivacy"shesaid

shyly

"butyouaremyfriend,youdon'tmind...right?"he

saidbreathingwarmairintoherfacesendinga



sensationdownherprivates.Sheswallowedhard

asshefelthisarmssnakingaroundherwaist

pullingherclose.

"Ihaveaboyfriend"shesaidbreathless

"ifyouweremygirlfriendIwouldn'tletyououtof

mysight"hesaidshiftingcloser

"butyougay"sheaskedbreathingheavily

"yes"hechuckledgrazinghislipsontohers

Shepartedherlipsgivinghimaccess,ifDuke

thoughtshewasgoingtositandmopoverhimthen

hehadanotherthingcoming,Mhlengipulledher

evencloserinsertinghisoneleginbetweenher

thighspartingthem.Hecrepthishandunder

pyjamatopcuppinghervirginbreasts,sheclosed

hereyessavoringthemoment.

"areyouokay?"heaskedwitharaspyvoice



"y-yea"sherepliedinawhisper

Twolostsoulswhobarelykneweachother,yetso

connected,nodates,noquestionsasked.Just

naturespeakingontheirbehalf.#remove
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Chapter6

Thuladofeltdifferent,itwaslikeapartofherwas

gone,sheshookherheadinembarrassment

thinkingofhowshejustgaveawayherpridetoa

totalstrangerlastnight.Canyoublameherthough

whenhersillybodybetrayedher?Mhlengiwas

gentleandplayful,hemadeitbearableand

somewhatpleasurable.Shestoppedattheback

entranceandtriedDukeonelasttime,andifhe

doesn'tanswerthenshewastoburythehatchet.

"Duke'sphonehello"thesameladyanswered.

"canIpleasespeaktoDuke"Thuladosaid

"sisiyouhungupyesterdaybeforeIcouldexplainto

you,I'mhersister.Dukediedtwodaysago,itwasa

hijackingunfortunatelyitclaimedhislife"shesaid

softly



"ohmygosh"Thuladosaidinashakyvoice

"Itakeityouguyswereclose,I'msorry"shesaid

comfortingher

"ohno,myDukeisdead,ohGod"shecried

"I'mreallysorry,Iwillcallyoutogiveyouthedetails

ofthefuneral"sheassured

Thulado'slumpgrewbiggerchokingherastears

streameddown,thenthethoughtofherhavingsex

whileheractualboyfriendwascoldinthemortuary

madehersicktoherstomach,shebalancedonthe

wallasherkneeswentweak.

Somewhereinthestreets

Mhlengisatontopofthebags,hehadalready

checkedouttheBnBandpromisedThuladohe

wouldlookafterherbelongingstillshereturned,

afterlastnighthefeltsometypeofway.Hefelt

responsibleforthisshortyyethehadabsolutely



nothingtogive,hethoughtofwayshecanmake

moneysohecanprovideforherbutwithonlya

matricitprovedtobedifficult.Hepulledhishoodie

overhisheaddozingoffontopofthebags.

LaterthateveningMhlengileanedonthefenceofa

certaintaxirankwaitingforshorty,hepluggedin

hisearphoneslisteningtomusicscreeningoutthe

noiseoftheafternoonbusy.HespottedThulado

clutchingonherbagcrossingtheroad,hesmiled

puttinghisearphonesaway.Hesnuckbehindher

thenheliftedherupspinningheraround,Thulado

screamedbutquicklystoppeduponrealizingwhoit

was.Hekissedheronhercheeks,beforeplacing

herbackdown.

"howwasyourday?"heaskedexcitedly

"dreadful…lookMhlengi,canweforgetaboutwhat

happenedlastnight.ThankyouforeverythingbutI

can'tbecozywithyou"shesaidlookingathim

"didIhurtyou?"heasked



"noyoudidn't,itwasreallygoodbutIjustcannot

livewithmyself,myboyfriendisdead.Infacthe

wastheonekilledinthathijackingonNorthCoast

roadinsteadofmakingallmeanstogetaholdof

him.Iwasbusybeingpleasuredbyanotherman"

shewipedhertears

"I'msorry,butyoudidn'tknow"heheldherhand

butsheyankeditaway

"still,Ifeeldisgusted,pleasegivememybags"

Mhlengipausedlookingather,hewantedtosayso

muchbuthedecidedagainstit.Hewalkedbefore

her,Thuladobriskwalkedbehindhimsincehewas

takinglongstrides,afterpushingthrowthecrowd

theyfinallyarrivedtoalineofstreetvendors.

Mhlengiwenttoaspecificlady,hespoketoherand

gaveheraR20note,theladyfishedfortheirbags

underhertable,shegavethemtoMhlengi.He

stoppedmidwaystaringatThulado,hegaveher

thebagswithoutshiftinghiseyes.



"thankyou"ThuladosaidbutMhlengijustgawked

ather

"MhlengiIsaidthankyou"shestressed

Henoddedandwalkedawaydissapearingwiththe

crowds,Thuladohoistedherbagsandmadeher

waytotheblockofflats.Fortunatelytodaythe

ownerwasthere,heseemedtobefocusedonhis

paperwork.Thuladometupwithhercolleaguewho

hadalreadyputinagoodwordforher.

"hellosir"shesaidinnocently

"hey"heliftedhisheadup

"IlikeoneoftheroomupstairsandIwouldliketo

occupyitimmediately,I'mdesperate"shesaid

nervously

"Idon'tmindhelpingpeoplesisi,problemisyouall

comeinthismannerandmonthsdownthelineI

mustbechasingafteryoutopayrent,butbecause

I'manicepersonandit'slateforawomantobe



wonderingaroundwithbags.Here"hegaveherthe

keys

"Thankyou…thankyousir"shesaidbreathingout

"yourfriendheresaidyouhavesomesortof

payment,nowsitonthatchairandfillupthe

agreementformsandthecontract.Youmustpayat

FNBusingyourreferencewhichI'mgoingtogive

youjustnow,Idon'tdealwithcash"heelaborated

Thuladoflewthroughthepapers,initialingevery

page,shepromisedtodepositthemoneytomorrow

morning.Theliftpingedon4thfloor,hercolleague

friendsmiledather.

"I'mgladyougotit"shesaidhappily

"allthankstoyou"shesaidgrateful

"I'mgoingtobescarcemyboyfriendliveswithme

soifyouneedanything,speaknoworforeverhold

yourpeace"shegiggled

"ohyes…pleaseborrowmeablanket"sheasked



"doyouevenhaveamattress?"

"Nothing"shereplied

"OK,Iwillgiveyoumypumpupbedaswell,wait

here"shesaiddissapearingintoherflat

Shecameoutwithaboxandablanket,shegave

themtoThuladothentheypartedways.Thulado

rememberedtheplacewasn'tevencleaned,she

quicklyknockedonherdooragain.

"yes"shepeepedherhead

"canIalsoborrowyourcleaningstuff"shepouted

"ofcourse"shesaid

Thuladochangedintoashortdress,sheputon

somemusiconherphoneandshestarted

scrubbingtheplace.Halfwaythroughhercleaning

shefoundherselfthinkingofMhlengi…attimeshe

wouldbequietlikehewasn'tthereyetsoplayful



andsilly.Shegiggledreminiscinghowhekepton

sayinghewasgaybutcouldn'tkeephishandsto

himself,surelyanightshewillneverforget.Then

herheartbledthinkingofpoorDuke,whywould

Godtakeawayherfirstproperboyfriendsosoon,

shewasstillyettoknowhimbetter,shefeltrobbed.

Shesighed,herphonevibratedbythewindowsill.

"hey"shesaidsoftly

"thankGodyouareokay,whenyoudidn'tcallI

thoughtsomethingbadhappened,Ijustcamefrom

buyingairtime"sheranted

"I'mfineNana"shereplied

"didthedoctorresisthavinghismealstaringathim

thewholenight?"sheaskednaughtily

"seriouslyNana?"

"I'mjustaskinghawu"shedefendedherself

"Dukeisdead,hewastheonehijackedthatnight"

shesaidsadly

"ohmyThulado,thenwhereareyou?,I'msosorry"



shesaidgenuinely

"Ifoundaplace,Ineedmystuff.Iwillhireavanto

comeandgetthem,canyoupleaseliasonforme?"

sheasked

"eishmyfriend,whentheydidn'tfindyouitwas

chaos.Theywerelivid,Icouldonlysaveyour

beddingsandpillowseverythingelseisgone

Thulado"shewhispered

"theyburntmystuff?"shepanicked

"no,theywerejusthelpingthemselves"

"myTV?,myfridge?Isavedformonthstobeable

tobuythosethingsNana"shestressed

"I'msorryoe,Iwillbringyourbeddingtomorrow,we

canmeetintownafterwork"

Shehungup,Thuladopinchthebridgeofhernose

shuttinghereyestightly.Lifewasjustdealingwith

heraccordingly,wasitbecausesheturnedaway

fromherfamily.MaybesheneedstovisitMooi

Riverthenherancestorswillfavorher,she



continuedcleaninguntilthehousewassparkling

andsmellingfresh.Shepumpedupthebedand

sleptrightaway.

@Senzo'shouse

Hesatonthecouchincompletedarknessthings

haveturnedsourinaminuteandforsomereasonit

feltlikethiswasmorethanjustAngel'sdeath.Dr

Dukediedinahijackingwhichmeansthere's

nothingsolidlefttowardsthecase,hecouldalmost

seeAngel'stearyfacewhenthescumrapedher,

butimaginingthepainshewentthroughfromthe

knifewoundcausedhimtosobsoftly.Hehasn't

reportedtoworkbecausethemorehehearsFred's

namethemorehewantstostranglehimtodeath.

Pearlswitchedonthelights,sherolledhereyes

uponhearinghissniffs,shepulledhergown

coveringherlongpyjamas.



"areyouevergoingtosleep,youdoknowthat

sittingherecryingwillnotbringherback"shesaid

annoyed

"Pearlletmebe…OKwearegrievingdifferently"he

said

"youknowothermenarestrong,theyareambitious,

theyholdthebullbythehornsSenzobutyou"she

pointedathim

"PearlI'mwarningyou,oneofthesedaysyouwill

answerforthedisrespectyouhavebeenshowing

methesedays"heansweredsharply

"hee(shelaughed)youknowdamnrightthatyou

needyourjobatFredSimon'sbutinsteadof

focusingonburyingourdaughteryouwanttomake

enemieswithyourbestfriendwhoisyourbossand

youwantmetosithereandpatyourback?Never"

shescreamed

"thatmanmighthaverapedourdaughterPearl

forgivemebutIwillnottakethislyingdown"he

answered



"youwill(sheclappedherhands)youwilltakeit

lyingflatonthegroundbecauseyouarenothing

Senzo…uselessifyouaskme,allofyourfriendsare

flourishingexceptforyou…domkop"shespat

"sothisisaboutmyrichfriendshuh?"hestoodup

"No,it'saboutyou...stopthismadnessbeforeyou

embarrassyourself.Freddidn'thurtAngel,gotothe

policeandfixthisbeforeit'stoolate"shewarned

"Iwillnotdothat,carryonswearingme.I'm

choosingtobelievemydaughter"heresponded

"yourdeaddaughteriscrazy,didshetellyoufaceto

facethatFreddidthosethings?Ifyouweresmart

youwouldhaveknownthatFreddyisabusiness

man,andsomeoneoutthereistryingtoframehim.

Howsureareyouthatthedoctoristellingthetruth,

it'sapitybecauseAngieisn'theretoanswerfor

herself"shesaid

"Fredisaman,yeshismyfriendbutIstillthinkhe

candosuch.Iknowhimbetter,soIwillwaitforthe

policetofinishtheirinvestigation.Pleasestop

referringtomydaughterwithsuchdisrespectPearl"



hebegged

"FredhasanalibithatnightAngelwentmissing,

stopit..beforeyouembarrassyourself"shesaid

walkingaway

"youthealibi"hechuckledsarcastically,"you

defendinghim,choosinghimovermeandour

daughter,youarethealibi…Right?"heaskedwith

glisteningeyes

"don'tdothistoyourselfSenzo"shesaid

dissapearingintothehallway.

Senzofollowedherwithhisheartracing,he

forcefullypushedthedoorcausingPearltofallon

thefloor.

"yousleepingwithFredhuh?…talktomedamnit"

hescreamed

"mxmleavemealone"shescoffed

"thoselatenights…ohmyGoditmakesperfect

sensenow,youarehavinganaffairwithmyfriend"



hecarriedhishandsonhishead

"doyoublamemekodwaVilakazi,lookatus,we

aresuffering.WearejustnotworkingoutandFred

ontheotherhand.I'msorrybutit'sthetruth…Iwant

adivorce"shesaidsittingonthebed

"Pearlwhyarehurtingmelikethis,youknowIlove

you,I'mgoingtoworkhardbutpleasebabedon't

hurtmelikethis"hebeggedher

"I'msorryI'mtiredofpretending,andstopcrying

forAngelSenzo…Iknowyouloveherbutit's

enoughnow.She'snotyours

WiththatPearlstoodupopeningthecabinets,she

unhookedthehangerswithherclotheslayingthem

onthebed.

"aren'tyougoingtowaitforthefuneralatleast?"he

askedcalmly

"IwillbeherebutI'mpackingmystuff,justsoI'm

ready"



Senzowalkedoutthedoor,hisheartclenching,the

painhewasfeelingwasunexplainable,hereturned

backtotheroominlightningspeed.Howcanshe

humiliatehimlikethis,asifthedailydemeaning

wasn'tenoughbuttocheatandmakehimraisea

childthatisnothis.Hegrabbedherbythehairand

bangedheragainstthewall.

"youbitch"hesaidthroughgrittedteeth

"yourhurtingmeSenzo,Iwillgetyouarrested…Let

mego"shescreamedinagony

Senzoslappedheracrossthefaceshefelltothe

ground,heyankedheruppressingheragainstthe

wall,Pearlwidenedhereyesinshockshehasnever

seenSenzothisangry.Shewiggledherlegsand

armstryingtoescapehisgrip,Senzogrittedhis

teethashislookbecamemoreandmorescary.He

hookedhisfirmhandaroundherneckassweat

trickleddownhisface,hewasfuming,hepressed



onitenjoyingthegurglingsoundscomingoutof

hermouth.Pearlslappedhishandstappingoutbut

Senzoignoredandfocusedonthattinyneck,

Pearl'seyespoppedout,herbodyslowlylosinglife,

shefloppedherheadandhands,herbodystopped

moving.

AfterawhileSenzosnappedoutofit,hequicklylet

goofherbodyandwatcheditthudonthefloor.

Panickclothedhim,hestartedcryingwhenhe

realizedwhathehaddone.Herantothestoreroom

grabbingashovel,hewentatthebackandstarted

digging.
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Chapter7

Thecasketwentdown,Senzochokedinhisown

tears,instantlyhefeltlonely,hefeltthevoid.Right

atthismomentitdidn'tmatterthatshewasn'this,

thememoriescamefloodingin,herfirstbabysteps,

whenshelosthertoothandhehadtosneakin

coinsunderherpillowwhileshesnoredaway.He

usedtotakehertotheparksohecouldteachher

howtorideabike,shewashisprincess,theirbond

wasindescribable.Heglancedtohisleftandhere

shewasdabbingtearsunderherhugeblack

glasses,forasecondhewishedshehaddiedfrom

thatstranglingyetagainthatwouldmean

somethingelseforhim.

Thepanichehadwhenhereturnedtoanempty



roomafterhoursofdigginginthebackyard,

apparentlyshehadwokeupandranforherlife,

fromthentheyhavebeencommunicatingthrough

thephone.Peoplegotintotheircarsanddroveoff,

PearlrodewithFredwithoutshame.Justwhen

Senzowastoenterhiscarabeautifulwomancame

forth.Shewaswearingfullblack,apeplumdress

hugginghertinybeautifullyshapedbody,stilletos

shapinghercaramellegsandahugehat.Heraura

waspeacefulandinviting,Senzowastakenbyher

beautybuthewasn'tinthemood,thereforehe

waitedforthemaidentospeak.

"I'msorryforyourloss(shepausedfightingback

tears)Ijustburiedmyboyfriendyesterday,

everythinghappenedsofast(shedabbedher

flowingtears)I'mThulado(shereachedouther

hand)I'mtheladythatfoundyourdaughterinthe

dumpsite.

"thankyou"hesaidinashakyvoice,hepulledher

intoahug,astheybothsniffed.WhenThuladohad

enoughshepulledout.



"shewasscared,shebeggedDukenottocallher

parentsbecauseyouwillnotbelieveher"Thulado

said

"Ididn'tknowathing,Ionlyfoundoutlate.Itturns

outshe'sbeentalkingtohermother.Fredismy

bestfriendandboss"herepliedsadly

"I'msorry,youknowDuke…thedoctorwas

passionateaboutthiscase,welaidhimtorest

yesterday"sheexplained

"Iheard,nowthecasewentcold.Noevidence,no

witnessIfeellikeIfailedher"hecried

"I'msorrybutshewillgetherjusticeonewayor

another,MaythegoodLordsendyoucomfort"she

squeezedhisarmandwalkedaway.

Hegawkedatherasshegracefullywalkedaway,he

rememberedthathedidn'taskforhernumber.He

chasedafterher.

"sorry!Excuseme!Thulado!CanIpleasehaveyour



number?IfeellikeIcantalktoyou,youtheonly

personwhosawmydaughteronherlastdays.With

DukedeadIwillneedsomeone"hesaid

stammeringsincehewastalkingratherfast.

"willthatbeokaywithyourwife?Iheardthat

womendon'ttrustanyoneneartheirhusbands

nowadays,notthatIwoulddoanythingbutjust"

shechuckledlightly

"she'sdivorcingme,Ihaveabsolutelynoone"he

said

"okay"Thuladorecitedhernumberthenshe

resumedherwalk

*****

Mhlengiwipedthesweatonhisforehead,working

forconstructionwasn'tforthefainthearted,hewas

pickedacoupleofdaysagoamongstthementhat

sitonthesideofroadwithcardboardinitialedwith

thetypeofskillstheypossessed.Welding,



plumbing,paintingandtilingshouldacarstopthey

allruntowardsitwithhopestobethepickofthe

day.Mhlengiwasdrowninginhisworries,hewas

homelessandalone,hesatontherockjusttocatch

hisbreaththat'swhenavansignalledforhimto

come.Hewalkedoverhesitantly,thewhitemantold

himtojumpinhurriedlybeforetheotherrealizedfor

hehadajobforhim.

Hejumpedinwithnofurtherquestionsandwhen

theothersnoticeditwastoolate,thevan

dissapearedaroundthebend.Thesunisscorching

andhewasdiggingwithothersonthesideofthe

road,itwasatemporaryjobformunicipality.They

wereputtingbiggerpipestodistributewateralso

intothenewlybuiltcommunityhall,asixmonth

contract.Duringlunchhetookastrolllookingfora

vendorwhocouldsellhimvetkoeks,hewasn'tso

fortunateliketheothermenwhomcarried

homemadelunchesbytheirgirlfriendsandwives,

hewasjustaloner.



Novetkoeks!Wellatleasthefoundpiecesoffruits

whichremindedhimofhisaunt,themostkindest

womenheknew.Sadnesswashedoverhim

reminiscinghowhisfamilystillblameshimforher

death.Hefoundshadeunderatreeandsatdown,a

girlwalkedpasswhentheireyeslockedshe

frownedclickinghertongue,it'sprobablybecause

ofthedustydirtyoverallhewaswearing.He

chuckledtakingabigbiteofhisapple,girlsareso

predictable,ifhewaswelldresseddrivingaposh

car,shewouldtripfromgawkingathim.Thenhe

rememberedaspecialgirl,theonlygirlthat

occupieshismindThulado!,hisshorty,Godknows

hisheartbrokethelastdayhesawher.

Howcanshediscardhimafterthatsplendidnight

theyhad?Itbaffledhim,Infactitcutthroughhis

soullikeasharpknife.Ofcoursehewasn'tgay,he

wasjustmessingaroundlikeheusuallydoes

perhapsshetookthatlineseriously.Ohno!Couldit

bethathewasterrible!,shelostinterestbecause

hisstrokegamewaswhack,hepausedtakingthis



in,shedidn'tlikeit!Thuladohatedthesex!That

explainsit.Withthathestoodupputtinghishands

deepintohispockets,sadnesstookoverashe

walkedbacktosightkickingstonesontheroadside.

*****

Thuladosighedsittingonthefloorwithacupof

blacktea,shehadnomilk,nobread,shehad

nothing.Shecookedpotatoesandricetwodays

agoshefinishedthelastofittoday.Hercolleague

iskindenoughtoallowhertocookonherstoveand

potsthenshedecantsthefood,takingittoherflat.

Endofthismonthsheplannedonbuyingatwo

platestoveandsomepotsatleast.Nanametup

withher,shenarratedhowthecommunitydealt

withherdissapearing,notthatshewasinterested,

shewasdonewiththatplaceandshewassure

donewithNanatoo.

Shefinishedhercupoftea,itwaslateatnightso



shechangedintohersleepwearfloppingontothe

airbed.Acallcamethroughherphone.

"hello"shesaid

"heyit'smeSenzo"hesaidnervously

"ohyes,yougood?Sheasked

"gettingthere,thehousefeelssoempty"he

chucklednervously

"intimeyouwillgetusedofit"shereplied

"Iwasthinkingmaybewecandocoffeetomorrow

orwheneveryouarefree?"heasked

"that'ssweetbutI'mworkingandifI'mnotI'msuper

busy,Ijustmoveintoanewplaceyouknow.Soit's

likeI'mstartingafresh"sheresponded

"okay,canIcomeandlendahand"heasked

"youjustlookingforadistractionIsee"shesaid

"guiltyascharged"hechucked

"fineIwillseeyouintheweekendthen"



Shehungup,Senzoseemedlikeanicepersonbut

hewasstillamarriedman.Thuladodidn'twantto

givehimwrongsignalsorworsetobecaughtina

middleofahorribledivorce.Asshewassleeping

shefoundherselfmissingsomething,afeelingthat

shefeltwhenshespentthenightwithMhlengi.She

startedtouchingherselfwithhereyesclosed

imagininghisbigmascularwarmbodyIntertwined

withhers,thewayhetouchedher,kissedher,she

couldn'tbelieveamancanmakeyoufeelafloatin

thatway.Shetriedbutitwasn'tthesame,shewent

throughherphonerealizingshenevertookhis

number…ohcrap!

****

Fredwalkeduptohisbalconystarknaked,hekept

lookingback,Pearlwassleepingsoundlyonhisbed.

Helitupacigaretteandpuffedlikehislife

dependedonit.Wasshecrazy?Ifitwasn'tforhim



Senzowouldbebehindbarsforalmostkillingher

andthiswasallhisfault.Withthewayhehas

wrongedhisfriendthelastthinghewantsisforhim

tobejailed.Thenthere'sPearl!Themostdumbest

chickhiseverlaid,thiswasmeanttobetheirfun

littlesecretbutshehasmovedin,whatthefvck!

There'sareasonFredwasn'tmarriedorwithout

childbutPearlthinksshecanchangeallthat.

Hekilledthebuttandthrewitdownthebalcony,his

gardenerwillhavetoclearthatwhenhesweepsthe

yard.Hereturnedtobedyankingtheblanketoff

fromPearl,sheyawnedstretching,thenshesmiled

atFred.

"Whenareyouleaving?"heaskedcoldly

"Idon'tunderstand"shesatup"I'mdivorcingSenzo

foryou"shesaid

"Ineveraskedyoutodothat,nowyouareruining

everything.There'sareasonI'msinglePearlandit's

notabouttochangesopleasetakeyourbagsand



returntoyourhouse"hespat

"youknowIcan'tgothere,FredIthoughtyouloved

me"shesaidinashakyvoice

"Ihaveneversaidthat,yousatisfyme,Ipromoted

you,gaveyoubenefitsheckIevenpromotedyour

husbandsothatyoucanbehappy.Ididn'tdothat

soyoucanleavehimformeno!"hesaidharshly

"ohmyGod…whathaveIdone"shecried

"pleaseleave…mynextgirliscominginat

breakfastandifyoucan'thandlethisthenIwill

havenochoicebuttodemoteyouorperhapslet

yougo"hesaidjumpingoutofbed

"Fred!PleaseyouknowIhavefalleninlovewithyou,

pleasedon'tembarrassmelikethis"shebegged

"comeonPearl,don'tmakethishard.Ienjoyyour

pussysodon'tmakethisawkwardandhard…just

gohomeandapologize,Senzoisareasonableman,

hewillforgiveyou"heexclaimed

"youdon'tunderstandFred,Ireallymessedup,I

eventoldhimaboutAngelnotbeinghis.Whydo



youthinkhealmostkilledme?"sheexplained

"areyoufuckingdumb?WhywouldyouhurtSenzo

likethat,thatmanlovesyou.Didyoutellhimwhois

thefather?InfactIdon'twanttoknow,anythingis

possiblewithyou.Therewasnoneedforthat"he

saidamazed

"it'sdone,thistimehewillsucceedinkillingme"

shecried

"justgoandsincerelyapologize,suckhisdickor

something…Idon'tknowbutyouneedtogo…

Now!"

WiththatheputonhisrobeandleftPearlhurtand

confusedonthebed.
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Chapter8

Senzolaidonhisbedscrollingthroughhisphone,

hesearchedforThuladoinallsocialmedia

platformsbutnothing,hejustwantedtostareather

pictures,shewassodamncute.Hefoughttheurge

tocallheragain,itwillmakehimlookdesperate,

afterwatchingaseriesonNetflixviahisphonehe

dozedoff.



MeanwhilePearlslowlyturnedthedoorknob,she

putheronehandonherchest,lettingoutabreath

thatshefoundhimsleeping.Shequietlyput

everythingbackintotheirplaces,knowingSenzohe

wouldsleeplikehisdead.Whenshewasdoneshe

startedcleaningthehouse,somethingshehas

beendoingforawhilenow,shecookedthenshe

watchedashowonDstv.

LaterintheafternoonSenzostretchedandyawnin

hisroom,hekickedontohisslipon'sthinkingabout

whathewasgoingtoeat,hegottheshockofhis

lifewhenherealizedhowcleanthehouselooked,it

evensmeltoffreshlycookedfood,hewalkedover

totheloungeareaandfoundPearlsleeping,he

frownedandlightlytappedher.Shedidn'teven

stretchbutsatupasfastaslightning.

"whatbringsyouhere?"heasked

"thisismyhome"shesaidplayingwithherhands



"didyouforgetthatdaysagowhenyouburned

bridgeswithme?"heasked

"I'msorryIhavetakentimetoreflectandIrealized

Iwaswayoutofline,IguessAngel'sdissapearance

anddeathhitmedifferently"shereplied

"ohOK,whataboutcheatingonmehuh?What

aboutAngelnotbeingmine"heaskedinabreaking

tone

"I'msorryVilakazi,Ihavenoexcusewhatsoever,I

shouldn'thavecheatedonyou.Itwasasilly

mistakes,Igaveintotemptation,pleaseforgiveme

baba"shebegged

"Ialmostkilledyoudamnit!"heshouted,Pearlgot

startled

"Iknowbaba,I'msorry"shecried

"arewestilldivorcing?"heaskedraisinghis

eyebrow

"Ididn'tmeanallofthat"shesaidwithpleading

eyes

"lookIneedtimetoprocessallofthis,I'mnotsure



ifIcanstillcarryonaftereverythingyouhavedone,

Idon'ttrustyou.Butit'syourhouseafterall(he

shrugged)areyougoingtodishformeorIshould

doitmyself?Phelathingschangedinthishouse

whenyoustartedridingFred'sdick"heelaborated.

Pearlscurriedoutintothekitchen,shewasliterally

walkingoneggshells,itwaseitherthisorgoing

backhomewhichwillbeahugedisappointmentto

herfamily,especiallysinceshewastheonewho

ruinedhermarriage.Shedishedforherhusband

andsuddenlysherememberedeverythingher

mothertaughther,shedrewoutatrayandanetto

coverthefood,thensheputwarmwaterintoabowl

sothatherhusbandcanwashhishands.Shehad

toovercompensateuntilthesituationdiffuses.

*****

Mhlengifloppeddownonthesinglebed,itwasa

tiringdaybutatleasthehasaplacetohidehishead



untilmonthend,thenfromtherehewillhuntfora

placeofhisown.Therewasaknockonthedoor,he

wentandopened.Incamehernewfriendssister

withatrayoffood.

"utheumahangikulethelela!(momsaidIshould

bringyouthis)shepulleda20litrebucketfrom

behindthedoor,placingitinfrontofhimthenshe

putthefoodontopofit.

"ngiyabonga!(thankyou)Mhlengisaid

Shegawkedathim,hewashandsome,wellbuilt

andaperfectheightforher.Shewouldstareathim

whenhetalkstoherbrotherwhentheyreturned

fromkwagobaiqolo(hardlabor),whenhe

smiles…thedimplesmakeherfeelgiddyinside.

"istheresomethingelse?"Mhlengiaskeddisturbing

herfromhernaughtythoughts

"nope"shesaiddissapearingoutthedoor



Mhlengitookacoldbath,hehardlywentintothe

kitchenortheotherrooms,hedidn'twanttoworry

thembyaskingforthings.Theplanistobeas

scarceasfeathersonafishuntilhemovesout,

whenhewasdonecleaninghimself,hewent

outsidetothediscardthewater.Hewastoldthe

roombelongedtotheirlatebrother,hewasthe

eldestsohehadanoutsidebuilding.Hewas

grateful,sleepinginthestreetswasnochild'splay,

thecoldinthenightandthatfeelingofbeing

exposedbutworseofitallwassleepingwithone

eyeopen.

Hereturnedandstartedeatinghisfood,hewent

outsidetorinsehisplateandtookitbacktothe

kitchen.Hedidthiseverydaywithoutfail,thistime

shefoundthemotherdrinkingtea.

"youknowyoucanstayhereforaslongasyou

wantmfanawami"shesaidsippingherhot



beverage

"IknowmabutasamanIalsoneedtofindmyfeet"

hesaidquicklyremovinghishoodie

"IknowbutI'mworriedaboutwhenyourcontract

ends,thenwhat?Sfisosaysyouareagoodboy,

youshouldstay"sheinsisted

"yeboma"withthathewalkedout,eventhoughhe

knewhewasn'tgoingtostay,hedidn'twanttofind

himselfarguingwithanelder,thelastthinghe

wantsisarepeatofwhathappenedwithhisfamily,

theywereallnicetohimuntilthingsstarted

happeningnowtheyhatehim.Fromnowonhe

wantedlongtermgoodrelationships.

Whenheopenedtheroomhefoundthesister

nakedonthebed,hisheartliterallystopped,he

quicklyscannedoutsidetoseeifsomeonewas

there,hethenclosedthedoor.Hepickedupher

clothesfromthefloorshovingthem inherhands.



"putyourclothesonandgoplease"hebegged

"notafteryougivemewhatIwant"shesaid

"No!Youlikemylittlesister,Icouldn'tdisrespect

yourhouselikethat,pleasegobeforeyougetme

intotrouble,yourbrotherisagoodfriendofmine"

hesaidthroughgrittedteeth

"comeonMhlengiloosenup,wearebothadults

here"shesaidwalkingovertohim

Shewasyellowwithperfecthipsandperkyboobs,

hecouldfuckheruntilthemorningbutthiswilljust

bringproblemsforhimandhecouldn'taffordthat,

sheattackedhimwithakiss,slippingherhands

intohissweatpantsMhlengishuthiseyes

weakening.Hepickedherupplacingheronthe

smallbed,hereturnedthekisswhilegentlyrubbing

onherflower.Aloudknockonthedoorscared

daylightsoutofhim,hejumpedoffbedwithhis

heartbeatinghardagainsthisribcage,hecould

dropdead.



****

Fredsatinthedarkgulpinghisexpensivewhiskey,

hecouldhandlethedramathatcamewithPearland

Senzoputthiscaselingeringoverhisheadwas

stressinghimout,thiscouldbringFredSimonsInc

toitskneesshouldanyonecatchesawhiffofit.

Sincethemainpersoninthecasewasdead,does

thismeantheycouldcloseit?Hewonderedinhis

head,afaintknockonthedoorpulledhimoutofhis

thoughts.Hetookhiswhiskeyandmadehiswayto

thetoopen.

Hereshewaswithherfreshyoungbody,sheloves

fuckingPearlbecausesheisbeautifulandthethrill

ofdevouringsomeone'swifemadeitallfunbutthe

girlcaughtfeelingsandruinedeverything.Nowhe

hadfreshmeatandthisonewasmarriedtoa

businessassociate,hegotturnedonjustthinking

aboutit.



"areyoureadyforme?"heaskedbitinghislowerlip

"yes,Ineedtogoinanhour,Iwanthimtoatleast

findmehome"shesaidpullingFredclose

"whatifhewantssome?"heraisedaneyebrow

"I'mabiggirlIcanhandleit"shesaidunbuckling

hisbelt

Histrousersfellonthefloor,thebeltmakingthat

clingsound,shestartedplayingwithhisshaft,Fred

putdownthewhiskey,heremovedthestrandsof

hairfromcoveringherface,hewantedtoseeher

clearlywhenshegags,hestartedpushingherhead

inandoutwithhimgraduallyclosinghiseyes.

****

Thuladotossedandturnedasthethoughtsof

Mhlengiintensified,sheneededtoknowifhewas

okay,nowthatshethoughtaboutit,healsohada

bagwhichwasapossibilitythathewashomeless



butwhereonearthcouldhebe?Shedidn'teven

knowwheretostartshouldshewishtolookforhim.

Hisphonevibratednexther,itwasamessagefrom

Senzo.

"Heycutie…Ican'twaittoseeyouthisweekend,I

havesomethingIwantustocelebrate"

Thuladofrownedlookingatherphone,shereplied.

"youarestillmarried,don'tgettoocomfortable.

Whatareyoucelebrating?"

Senzowastyping…

"loosenup,Itoldyoushe'sdivorcingmeandit'sfor

thebest.WellIgotanewjob,Ihavebeenapplying



outofboredombutitactuallycamethrough,Idon't

havetofacemywifeandfriendatworkanymore"

Thuladosmiledgenuinelyhappyforhim,she

replied

"congratulationsandgoodnight"

Sheputherphonedownandsighed.Ifonlyshe

couldgetanewjobwithabetterpayandgood

hours.Beforesheknewitsleepcameandtookher

away.
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Chapter9

Theknockagain,Mhlengistaredatthedoorwhile

thesisterquicklygotintoherclothes,shethenhid

behindthedoormotioningforhimtoproceed.

"who'sthere?"heaskednervously

"awsuleleyini?Heaskedlightlychuckling(awbru

yousleepingalready?)

"whatdoyouthink,I'mundressed,doyouneed

something?"hereplied

"ainoflopwewilltalktomorrow,stopmasturbating



andfindagirlfriend"hesaidwalkingaway

"fuseg"Mhlengishoutedback

Thesistergiggledcoveringhermouth,shethrew

herselfonthesmallbedheavingasigh.

"takemenowdaddy"shegiggled"thatwasclose"

shesaidsmiling

"yes,youneedtogobeforetheynoticeyouaren'tin

thehouse"hesaidstressing

"let'sdoaquickone"shesaid

"Ijustremembered…Idon'thecondoms"he

scratchedhisheaddramatically.

"don'tworryIwilltakemorningafterstomorrow"

sheassuredhim

"sisiweeit'snotonlypregnancyyouworryabout

whenyouhaveunprotectedsex,thereareSTD's

andSTI'ssomeofthemareincurable.Quitefrankly

youdon'tknowmeandwhereIhavebeenvice



versasonope,I'mnottakingthatchance"he

elaborated

"sowhencanwehookup"sheaskedsadly

"whenIgetpaid,nowgo"hesaid

"Icanbuyuscondoms…Ican'twaitthatlong"she

saidexcitedly

"soyouwanttometofvckyouatyourhouse,with

yourcondoms?Isthathowlittleyouthinkofmesisi?

PleaserespectyourselforIwilltreatexactlythat

wayyoubehave…IsaidwhenIgetpaidnowleave

beforeIcallSfiso"heopenedthedoormotioningfor

hertoleave,"andshave"heinstructedafterthathe

shutthedoorbehindher

Heletoutabreathrestingonthebed,"thatwas

hectic"hethoughttohimself.Thiswasasignthat

heneededtoleavethishouseassoonashecould

becausethisthirstygirlwilllandhiminhotwater.

Hetookoffhisclothesandsnuggledunderhis

blanket



Thenextday

ItwasThulado'sweekendoff,andsheplannedto

usethistimetowindowshopforhouseitemsthat

sheneededbutfirstsheowedSenzocoffeewhich

turnedintoabreakfast,theysatcomfortably

outsideFego.Senzofeltathomeinherpresence,

foramomenttherehislifeseemedhappyand

stressfree,hecouldhavefoolalotofpeople.

"doyouhavetogymtokeepyourbodylookinglike

that?"Thuladoaskedinnocently

"ofcoursecutie,youthinkIwasbornlookingthis

sexy?"hechuckled"inmylineofworkyouhaveto

lookthepart"heexplained

"soyouareabouncer?"sheasked

"I'veneverworkedinclubs,I'mmoreofabodyguard

andwithmynewjobIwillbeoneforasoccer

player"hesaidgrinning



"nice,youseemlikeagreatguy,Idon'tunderstand

whyyourwifecheatedonyou"shesaidfeeling

sorryforhim

"IwishIhadanswers,Ithinkwecansafelysay

she'sabitch"hesaidgulpinghiscoffee

"wellthankyouforthisbutIneedtocontinuewith

myday"shesaidstandingup

"wait!"heheldherhand"I'mcomingwithyou

remember?Helpinghands?"hesaid

"sure"sherepliedfacepalming

Senzodroveherbacktotown,theywentfromshop

toshopcomparingprices,whenThuladowas

satisfiedsheplacedalaybyeatfurnitureandhouse

store,Senzoofferedtopaythedepositandtheyleft.

Thuladothankedhimbeforejumpingoffright

outsideherbuilding,Senzodroveoffwithabig

smile.Inafewminuteshepulleduphishouseand

whistledwalkingin,hefoundPearlsittingsadlyon

thecouch.



"youwereright,thishouseisemptywithoutAngel"

shesaidtryingtostrikeaconversation

"yeah"hesaidwalkingpassher

"Vilakazi,Iwenttodomyhairtodayatthemallonly

tofindoutthatoursavingsardgone"sheasked

raisinganeyebrow

"Iborrowedthemoney,Iwillreturnit"heanswered

flatly

"whatdidyoudowithit?"sheasked

"howaboutyoustartbytellingmewhoisthefather

ofthechildIraisedasmyownforfrikkin13years

Pearl…ifthat'sahardquestionyoucantellwhendid

youstartshaggingmyfriend?"heflaredhisnose

"sinceyouareinthemoodofaskinguseless

questions,canyouanswerthatforme?"he

screamed

Pearlkeptquietastearsstartedwellinginhereyes,

thisseemedlikeasteephill,onlyGodknowsifshe



wastosurvivethis.ShefollowedSenzotothe

bedroom,assoonasshearrivedthere,sheattacked

himwithakissundressinghim.Senzodidn't

protest,innotimehewasheavybreathingontopof

her,hereleasedandfloppednexttoherfacingthe

ceiling.Pearlwrappedherbodyintohis.

"cometothinkofityourpvssydoesn'tgriplikeit

usetoo"hestoleaglanceather

Pearljustkeptquietbecauseshewasinthedog

box,shewillkeepquietuntilherhusbandforgives

her.Senzopushedherofflightlydressingupagain,

hestaredatherwhilebucklinghisbelt.

"I'mgoingtowatchasoccermatchatthepub,don't

worryaboutthemoney,Iwillreplaceit.Ihadan

emergency"hesaid

"withwhatbabe,youdon'twanttogoandfixthings

withFred,youdon'thaveajob"shesaidworried



"andyouarestressedthatyouwillbefeedingme"

hechuckled"relaxitwon'thappen"

WiththathewalkedoutleavingPearldeepinher

thoughts,shepeepedoutthewindowtomakesure

hewasgone,shedialledFred.

"Imissyoupvssy"that'showhegreetsher

"yetyouletmegolikeyoudon'tcare"shesaid

pouting

"youtastebetterstolen,Icanneverbeina

relationshipwithyou,Ican'ttrustyouafteryou

cheatedonSenzo"hechucklednaughtily

"withyou"shesaidbitterly

"youcouldhavesaidNo!"hereplied

"butyouareirresistible"shesaidinaseductive

voice

"youmustfindawaytocomeandsaythattome

Pearly,Iwillfvckboththoseholes,youhearme"he



saidcoyly

"mmmh"sendmeanuber

"whereisSenzo?Whycan'tyoudrivehere"he

asked

"heisstillsulking,boringsex,watchingsoccer

matchesatthepub…sameold…hehasthecarwith

him"shesaidrollinghereyes

"I'msendinganUberbutyougoingbackhome

afterwards"nomoresillytears

"IpromiseFreddy"shesaidplayfully

Shequicklytookashowerandgotreadytogo.

****

Senzoorderedhisbeerandfoundatableatthepub

towatchhisfavoritesteamthereddevilsplaying

againstLiverpool,hekeptglancingathiswatch.

Hourslaterherecievedanotificationonhisphone,



thenhegulpedhisbeerandleftthepub.Heparked

outsidetheflatjustwhenthedeliverytruckleft,he

smirkedpullingouthisphone.

"I'mdownstairspleasecomeandbuzzmein"he

asked

"wellyouhavealotofexplainingtodo"shespat

InafewminutesThuladoapproached,wearinga

bigfluffyjerseythatwentallthewaytoherkneesor

isitadress?,eitherwayshelookedsupercuteinit.

ShefoldedherhandswaitingforSenzotocometo

thegate,whenhewascloseenoughsheswiped

himin,thewalkupthestairswasintense.Assoon

astheyarrivedThuladoputherhandsoverherhead.

"areyououtofyourmindSenzoVilakazi?"shesaid

panicking

"relax,willyou?"hesaidinachilledtone

"soyoureallyhatemethatmuch?Firstyouwantto



dinewithme,nowyouarebuyingmestuffjereva,

expensivestuff.Youwantyourwifetoblameyour

crumblingmarriageonme?"shesaidwalking

towardsthewindow

"ouch"Senzosaidfranticallylookingaround,clearly

hurtbythatstatement

"Ican'thavethem,takethembackrightthis

instance!"sheordered

"No!"hepaused"yousavedmydaughterslife

Thulado,eventhoughIdidn'tgettoseeheragain

butthefactthatyougaveherthedecencytoat

leastgetmurderedinahospitalbedmeansagreat

dealtome.Shecouldhavediedinthatdumpsite

(hechokedinhistears)I'msurethesurroundings

werefilthy,flieseverywherebutbecauseofyou.

Shediedinamuchmoredecentenvironment,

pleaseacceptmygift"hetouchedherhands

"pleaseacceptmygratitudeonbehalfofAngel"he

begged

"andyourwife,Imeanthisiscrazy"shechuckled

nervously



"stopworryingabouther,weareinthemiddleofa

divorce.Wearenotacoupleanymore,shedoesn't

lovemeandIcan'tbewithheraftereverything"he

saidclosingthegapbetweenthem.

HesmashedontoThulado'slips,itwaslikeadream

cometrue,hecouldpickherupandpoundherright

onthewall,butsheslowlypulledout.

"youarestillmarriedI-Ican't"shesaidstepping

back

"wearedivorcingThuladothere'snothingthere,

whymustIsufferbecauseofPearl?She'sbeen

enjoyingsexallthiswhiledeprivingmebecause

she'sforevertiredandwhenIfinallymeetsomeone

whomakesmegocrazyIcan'tevenkissher

becauseI'mstillmarriedtoher…comeon"hesaid

puttinghishandsinhispocket

"areyougoingtohelpmeconnectallthesethings?"

shesaidwithoutlookingathim



"withpleasure"heresponded

Theygotbusyconnectingthefridge,thestove,

Thuladopackedherkitchenutensilsonherlittle

newcupboard,thoughitwasn'teverything.Itsurely

startedtolookmorelikeahouse,shesmiledabit

andSenzowasimpressedwithhimself.Afterthey

weredoneSenzoleftandThuladorestedonher

airbed,thesecuritycalledher.

"hellosir"shesaid

"Thuladothere'sayoungmanherelookingforyou"

hesaid

"I'mnotexpectinganyone"shereplied

"yeshedidsayhewaslookingforyou"please

comedown"heordered

Thuladoputonherslippersirritably,whocoulditbe,

it'slatenow.Allshewantedtodowastoshower

andsleep,whenshereachedthebottomofthestair



caseshecouldn'tseeanyone,sosheaskedthe

security.

"whereishe?"sheaskedthrowingherhandsinthe

air

"hisleaningonthewalloutsidemaybe"hestoodup

calling"youngman!youngman!"

Whenheappearedwithahoodieburyinghishead,

Thuladoblushedshestartedfeelingallsortsof

weird,shesmiledMhlengijuststoodtherewaiting

forshortytodothenextmove.Sheswipedthegate

openandranintohisarms,Mhlengipickedherup

spinningheraround.Itwasalmostliketheyknew

eachotherforlong,eventuallyMhlengiputher

downandsheswipedhiminside.
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Chapter10

Thuladopulledhiminwithherhand,Mhlengi

giggledhemissedher.Hestoppedonhistrack

scanningherlittleflat,thegirlseemedtobedoing

wellandthatcausedhimtorelax.

"howdidyoufindme?",Thuladobrokethesilence



"Iwenttoyourworkplaceaftergraaf(work),whenI

sawyourcolleaguesIranuptothemtoask.Iwas

toldit'syourweekendoffandtheonewithblonde

hairgavemedirections"hesmirked

"ohthatone",sheshookherhead,"shedoesn'teven

knowyouyetshe'sgivingyoudirectionstomyflat,

anywaysshe'sfriendswiththecolleaguethatfound

thisplaceforme"sheexplained

"cool,sohowhaveyoubeen?"heasked

"wecansitonthatbed,asyoucanseeIdon'thave

seatsyet",theybothsatonthebouncyairbed,"I'm

goodnow,weburiedDukeandIwenttoAngel's

funeralaswell,soI'mgood"shesaid

"I'mworkingtemporaryformunicipality,asix

monthcontract"hesaidtakingoffhishoodie

"that'sawesome,soonyouwillhaveapermanent

job,thisishowit'sstarts"sheprobed

"youknowpeoplearefunny,threeguysleftalready

becauseofhardlabor.It'sliketheywantjobsbut

don'twanttowork"hechuckledindisbelief



"everyonewantstoperseverebutnoonewantsto

startfromthebottom,that'swhywefallintothese

scams,wewanttomakequickmoneywithout

liftingafinger"shesaid

"I'mguiltyoflovingfastmoney,withtherateof

unemploymentandcorruption,youcan'tgetajob

unlessyoupayabriberyIjustgetinfuriated.Ifind

myselfdriftingoffintothingsIcandotogetthat

money,butIdon'tmindworkingaslongasthere'sa

job"hesaidthrowinghishandsintheair

"wellyouhaveonenow",shesaidrestingherhead

onhisarm

"yousosticky"henudgedher

"becauseIhaven'ttookmynightshower",she

giggled

"comeIwillscrubyou,Ineedashowertoo,I'mtired

ofbathinginaplastictub"hechuckled

"don'tyoudarethrowashade,thoseplastictubs

keptuscleanforyears"shechortledsmackinghis

shoulder



"ouch…youaresoabusive,youlovehittingme"he

groaned

"youcallthishitting?Mxm"sherolledhereyes

standingup

Mhlengiscoopedherupinablinkofaneye,he

pinnedhertothewall,Thuladostaredintohis

browneyes,herbreathheightened.Shetouchedhis

facecirclinghisdimples,Mhlengicouldn'tstop

smiling.

"let'sgetyoucleanedup",Mhlengibrokethesilence,

hepiggybackedherallthewaytothebathroom.

****

Afterbreadandteatheysnuggledunderthe

blanketsticklingeachother,Mhlengididn'twantto

leaveandThuladowantedhimtostay.



"sohowdidyoumanagetogetthesestuffso

quickly?"heaskedpointingtothenewfridgeand

stove

"Angelsfatherboughtitformetoshowgratitude

forsavinghisdaughter"shesaid

"waitholdup…howdidheknowexactlywhatto

buy?"heaskedsittingup

"hecamewithme,wemetupforcoffeetotalkthen

hetaggedalong"sheanswered

"areyoucrazy?"hesaidangrily

"what?"sheshruggedhershoulders

"youdon'tseeanythingwrongwithallofthis?Ishe

likeyournewboyfriend"hesaidputtingonhistruck

"whereareyougoing?Pleasedon'tbeangry,his

married.It'sinnocentIpromiseyou"shegotoutthe

bednakedsearchingforhernightdress

"Thuladoyouwantmetodieofaheartattackhuh?

YouknowIdon'thaveanythingtogiveyou,Idon't

havemoneytoshowyouhowmuchyoumeanto



me,yetyouhangaroundguyswhowouldbuyyou

stuffforfree.Areyououtofyourmindshorty?

Nothingisforfree…nothing",heroaredgatheringhis

shoes

"pleasedon'tgoMhlengi,Iwillstoptalkingtohim,I

honestlydidn'tthinkofitthatway.Iwantyou,I

don'tevenknowwhatthatmeansbutmyheart

smileswhenIseeyou.Ihavebeenhavingsleepless

nightseversinceweparted,youallIthinkoff",she

pouredout

"youwerethinkingofme?"heaskedwalkingcloser

toher,shenoddedvigorously

Mhlengiswallowed,hecuppedherfacetakinginall

herbeauty,helovedeverythingabouther.Heloved

howsheperfectlyfitinhisarms,herinnocenceand

selflessness.Hemadetrailsdownherarmthenhe

pulledherclosemakingsurethere'snogapin

betweenthem,theywerebothbreathingintoeach

other.Mhlengileanedovergrazinghersoftlips,

Thuladocouldn'tunderstandwhyisitshefeltso



weakunderhim.It'snotlikehehadmoney,afancy

carorabeautifulhousebutGodshecouldjustlay

herwholelifeforhimtodevour,shecouldgivehim

hersoul,shejustwantedMhlengi…

****

Pearlarrivedhomeshewassogladtofindthe

houseempty,shequicklyhadashowertowashoff

Fred'sscent,shewantedthingstogobacktowhat

theywere.HerenjoyingheraffairwithFredinpeace

butshewantedtokeephermarriageaswell,

otherwiseshewillhavenothingtoshow.Senzo

nevernoticedbeforeuntilshestupidlyconfessed,

shehitherheadcountlesstimesforbeingafool.

AtleastFreddoesn'tonlygivehermindblowingsex

buthetakescareofherfinanciallyaswell.Shegot

startledtoseeSenzostandingbehindher,he

reekedofashebeen.Shedroppedhertowelsoshe

couldapplyLotionbeforeretiringtobed,asshe



bendovershefeltastronggriponherhair,Senzo

yankedherupthenpushedherontothebed.He

wasroughandemotionlesssomethingshehas

neverseen,itwasprobablythealcohol.Hesprung

outhislittleguy,hethenstruggledoutofhisshoes

andjeansthenheclimbedonthebed.Without

warningheshoveditinhermouth,afterhewas

satisfiedheforcefullypartedherlegspoundinginto

her,shortlyhecollapseontopofher.

Pearlwipedhertears,shewasalreadysorefrom

Fredbutthemannerherhusbandtreatedherhurt

herdeeply.Senzowouldneverdothat,wasthisher

fault?Shewenttofetchatowelinthebathroomto

wipeherselfandhim,shecoveredhimwitha

blanketandwatchedhimsnoreaway.

****

Mondaymorning



Senzowokeupearlierthanusual,hewaschirpy

andsuitedup.Pearlwalkedintothekitcheninher

pencilskirtandwhiteblouseclickingthosestilettos

normallySenzowouldgocrazybutnotanymore.

Hetossedhisemptycoffeemuginthesink.

"areyougoingbacktowork"Pearlaskedsmiling

"yeswifeI'mgoingtowork",hesaidgivinghera

tightsmile,"hurryupsoIcandropyouoff…you

shouldaskyouboyfriendtobuyyouacarreal

soon",hesaidchuckling

"seriouslyVilakazi,Ialreadyapologizedforthat"

shebegged

"I'mjustkidding…comelet'sgo,it'snotlikeIcan

stopyou,youarehisPAhecanhaveyouwhenever

hewants"hesaidwalkingout

Pearlpausedbreathinginandout,shethen

followedhimoutthehouse



****

ThuladowalkedhandinhandwithMhlengi,theplan

wastoaccompanyThuladotoworkfirstthehecan

takeataxitosite.Hespentthewholeweekendat

herflatandGodknowshedidn'twantittoend,the

addictivelovemakingsessionstheyhadwillgo

downthebooksofhistory.Hedidn'tknowthatsex

canbethisgood,youknowthatfeelingasifyou

andyourpartnerareone,connectedtothedepths.

Hekeptstealingglancesatshortyandhejustknew

hehadtodobettertokeepher.

"andwearehere",heleanedoverkissingher,

Thuladohadglassesinhereyes,"whyareyou

cryingshorty?"heaskedconcerned.

"I'mgoingtomissyou"shesaidthrowingherself

intohisembrace.

"Iwillcomepickyouuplaterthen,wewillwalk



together",heassuredher,shesmilednodding

throughhertears.

Thuladoturnedtowalkaway,Mhlengicheckedher

outinthosetightjeanscurvingherbuttandhips,

shewassoshorthefoughttheedgetorunafterher

sohecouldpickherup,netforcontrol.Theyhadto

fightthismorningbecauseshewantedtowearher

buckethatbutMhlengiwantedtoseeherafro,he

thoughtshelooksabsolutelybeautifulwithherhair

opened.InreturnThuladoaskedhimifhecould

stopwearingthehoodiejustfortoday,shewanted

allthegirlstoseehowhandsomehermanwas.

WhenThuladodissapearedintotheshop,Mhlengi

putonhishoodieandrantotheranksohisnotlate

forhisshift.

©ZamaGambusheYenga,2021

[11/22,13:29].:Adiamondintherough



|

|

|

|

|

|

Chapter11

"Ihatesayinggoodbyetoyou"

~Thulado

AspromisedMhlengiwaitedforThuladobythe

usualspot,hedidn'tevengetachancetochange.

Thuladosawhimshegallopedacrosstheroad

excitedly

"Ohmygosh,lookwhoneedsascrubbingtoday"



shesaiddissapearinginhisembrace

"Youdon'tmindmydustyoveralls?"heasked

"Youcomingfromwork,whatelsecanyoudo.Tell

meyousleepingoveragaintoday"shesaid

"Ihavetogobackshorty,IwillcomeseeyouagainI

promise",hesqueezedherhands

"IthinkI'mgoingtodie"shepouted

"Youarejustdictmitizeditwillgetbetter",he

explained

"NoI'mnot"sheargued

"Yesyouare,youwanttohavesexeveryminute

everyhourbecauseit'snewtoyou",helaughed

"Mxmifyoudon'tcometoseemethisweekagain,I

willgetitfromsomeoneelse"shesaidnotlooking

athim

"Soyouwanttocheatonme"hesaidchuckling

"Someoneelsewilldoyourjobifyouarenothere"

sheelaborated

"Ifyoueventhinkofgivingsomeoneelsemy



treasureyouwillforcemetodothingsthatIdon't

wanttodo,mylonglostgrannylivesin

"umhlab'uyalingana"she'sawitch.Iwillgothere

andaskhertothingsandlet'sseeifyougoingto

cheat"hesaidwithastraightface

"Areyouserious?",shegasped,"youjokingright?"

sheaskedagainbutMhlengididn'tanswerback,

"ohmygoshhisserious"shecoveredhermouth

giggling,"InthatcaseIwillwait,there'snothingI

fearlikewitchcraft"shesaid

"That'swhatyouwillgetifyoucarryonhangingout

withthatmarriedman,womendontplaywhenit

comestotheirhusband,Ibetshedoesn'teven

knowthatheboughtyouthosethings"hestressed

"CometothinkofitIhavenevermether,it'slikeshe

doesn'texist,sheneverbothers.Itriedreturningthe

stuffbutheassuredmethatit'sjustagestureof

gratitude,Ireallyneedthosethings.SoIwillkeep

thembutifhetriessomethingfunnyIwillcallthe

policeandIwillsurelyreturnthem",sheexplained

"HewantsyouI'mtellingyou"heresponded



ThewalkbecamesilentThuladotookthistimeto

reflectbackandapangofguiltstunginsideofher

whensherecalledthekiss,shecan'ttellMhlengi

aboutitnowcanshe?SheneededtotalktoSenzo

andsettherecordstraightbutwhenshe

rememberseachtimeshetoldhimthatshecan

neverbewithhimlikethatbecausehismarried

gaveherapeaceofmind,sheletoutasigh.

"Yinindaba?"Mhlengiasked

"Wearehere"shesaidsadly

"I'mnotevengoingtogoupstairsbecauseIknow

ngekeuzeungivumelengihambe"hesaidgrinning

(youwon'tallowmetoleave)

"Ohlover!WhatamIgoingtobewithoutyou",she

saiddramatically

"IfyoucarryonlikethisIwillfindmyselftrekkingin

themiddleofthenightcominghere…behave",he

saidleaningovertokissherThuladostoodonher



tiptoeslikeshealwaysdososhecanatleasttryto

reachMhlengi'slevel.

"Ihatesayinggoodbyetoyou",Thuladosaidwith

glisteningeyes,pullingoutfromthekiss

"Iloveyoushorty"heassuredher

****

SenzoglancedathiswatchandPearlhasn'tsent

himatextsohecangoandfetchher.Herecalled

seeingFredwalkingoutahotelwithafamiliar

womenwhowasawifetoanassociate,hejust

knewthathewasscrewingher.Shewasjustlike

Pearl,Fred'sspermdumpsite,notthathewas

followinghimbuthewascoincidentallyparked

outsidethehotelguardingthesoccerplayer.This

gothimthinkingonhowhisbeenrecklesssleeping

withherwithoutprotection,howsadhislifehas

turned.Awifethathepaidlobolaforbecausehe

sawherpreciousasagem,hedidrightbyherbut

nowhehastoprotecthimselffromher.Othermen



whodidn'tevenforasecondthinkofafuturewith

herarebusychowinghisgoodsforfree,how

foolishhefeelsnow.

Heshouldn'thavemarried,heshouldhavestayed

asaplayerandgosleepingaroundwithnocarelike

Fred,Imeanlookathim,hisajerkbutyetwomen

throwthemselvesathimwithouteventhinking.

Girlswillcomplainaboutmentreatingthempoorly

butassoonastheygetamanwhoisnice,caring

andlovingtheyleavehimanddiveeyesopenedinto

thesharksmouth…itbaffledhim."Wethegoodguys

aretakenforaridethenlabeledboring,whycan't

theysitdownandvoiceoutsowecantryandfix

ourmistakesbeforehurtinguslikethis"hethought

tohimself.

Hegrabbedhiscarkeys,hecheckedhisgunand

droveout.AfteralengthydrivehearrivedatFred

Simmonshelethimselfin,theplacewassoquiet

youcouldhearapindrop.Alltheworkershave



gonehome,hetookthestairsbecausetheelevator

wouldpingalarmingthem,hearrivedonFred'sfloor

asexpectedthedoorwasclosedandsowerethe

blinds.Forthefirsttimeheactuallyletthetears

flow,theenergyhehaddrivingoutofhishouseleft

him,hefeltweak.WhatdidheeverdotoPearland

Fredforthemtocontinuetoinfilpaininhimlikethis.

Hekickedthedooropen…hewasn'tpreparedforthe

pictureinfrontofhim,hestaggeredbalancingon

thewallashurtcoverhimlikeanunwanted

cloak…hewassuffocating.

****

Mhlengiarrivedathisfriend'splace,afterbathing

hepackedhisthingsinhisbags.Ithasbecomea

habit,hedoesn'tleavehisbelongingslyingaround.

Tohimitwaslikeareminderthatitwasn'thisplace,

afaintknockonthedoorgothimuptohisfeet.He

openedanditwasthesisterwithatrayoffood,she

didn'tsayanythingwhichwasunusual.Heplaced



hisfoodontopofthebucket.

"Thankyou"Mhlengisaid

"Uphumaphi?"sheaskedclearlyupset(whereare

youcomingfrom?)

"Excuseme?"herepliedhewasn'tinthemoodfor

herrubbishtoday

"Youheardmealright,youdissapeartheentire

weekend"shespat

Mhlengitookhisplateoffoodandstartedeating,he

wasn'tafanoftalkinganyway,onlyshortyget

thoseprivilegesnotrandomthirstyhoes.Nextthing

theplatewentflyingintheairscatteringgrainsof

riceallovertheroom,Mhlengistoodupinaswift

motionalmostslappingher.Heclenchedhisfists,

thedisrespectwastoomuch,theywerestaringinto

eachother.

"IheardSfisotellingmomyouwenttoseeyour



girlfriendafteryoutossedmelikegarbageMhlengi"

shecried,hewasn'tmovedhedidn'tevenuttera

word,"Ievenshavedforyoubutyoustillleftme

heretogofvcksomeoneelse…Ishaved"shesaid

Mhlengiattemptedtoleavetheroombutshecalled

himout.

"leaveher…leaveheranddatemeorI'mtellingmom

andSfisoaboutwhathappenedtheothernight"she

saidwithasmirk

"Ididn'ttouchyou"heroared

"Yesyoudid,otherwisehowcomeIrememberthe

wordsyousaidtomybrotherthatnightifIwasn't

here"sheaskedchuckling

Mhlengiscratchedhisheadvigorously,theseare

thetypesofproblemsthatfollowhim,whenwillhe

catchabreak,hewentoutsideforsomefreshair.

HethoughtoftellingSfisothetruthbutwhatifhe



choosestobelievehissister,hehardlyknowshim

andifheleavesinthemiddleofthenightit'sgoing

tobelikehisguilty.Thiswasmessedupbecause

theystillhadtoworktogetherforthenextfive

months.Whatmusthedo?

Hereturnedtohisdesignatedroomanditwas

cleanedandwithanotherplateoffood,helaidon

thebedfacingtheceiling.Thesisterwalkedin

lockingthedoor,shekickedoffherslippers

climbingonthebed.Mhlengijustscreenedherout

assheforcefullysnuggledonhisshorty'schest.

****

SenzoparkedoutsideThulado'sflat,hedialledher,

hekeptwipinghisstreamingtears.

"Hello"shesaidinhersweetsleepyvoice.

"CanIpleasesleepover,Idon'twanttogotojailfor



murder"hepleaded

"Ican'tSenzo,Ithinkwearegettingtocomfortable

andI'mnotpleased.Idon'twanttodateyou,Idon't

seeyouinthatway"shefurthersaid

"AndIunderstandbutrightnowIneedafriend,you

theonlyonlypersonIhave…ngiyakucela...IfIgo

homeIwillkillher"hestressed

"Youaregoingtogetmeintotrouble,yougoingto

sleeponthefloor"shesaid

"That'sfine"hewipedhistears,gatheringhiswallet

andhousekeys.InafewminutesThulado

appeared,heswipedhiminthesecurityguardgave

heradisapprovinglook.

Theyarrivedinherroom,hehandedhimtwo

blanketsoneforthebaseandonetocoverhimself.

HetookhisjeansandT-shirt,hewasleftwithhis

vestandtrunk,hewentundertheblanketand

coveredhimself.Hedidn'twanttotalkandrelivehis

trauma,Thuladofeltpityforhim,sheshookher

headandsnuggledunderherblankets.



****

MeanwhileMhlengipickeduphisbagsleavingher

snoringintheroom,hewentintothebighouseand

foundSfiso'sroom,helightlyknocked,inafew

minuteshecameoutyawning.

"Andthen?"heaskedconcerned

"I'mleavingIdidn'twanttostressyourmotherbut

yoursisterisinmyroomaswespeak,she'sbeen

imposingherselfonme.Todayshehitaplateof

foodoutofmyhandbecauseIwenttoseeThulado.

MymanIrespectyou,yourhomesoIchooseto

leavebeforethingsspiraloutofcontrol.Earlieron

shethreatenedtoaccusemeofrapebecauseshe

wasintheroomthatnightyoucameknocking,I

didn'ttouchherIpromise"heexplained

"IfIfindoutthatyouarelyingtomeboy,Iwillhold

youwithmyownhands"hesaidwarninghim



"Ididn'ttouchher,thankyouforeverything,Iwill

comeattheendofthemonthtothankmom

properly"heputonhishoodieanddissapearedout

ofthehouse.

SfisoputonhisT-shirt,hechosethethickestoutof

hisbeltcollectionandwalkedoutofthemainhouse,

shewasn'tgoingtobehavelikeabloodyprostitute

inhisfather'shouse.LikeMhlengisaidshewas

sleepingonthebedwearingclosetonothing.A

strokefromthebeltstuckonherskinshewokeup

immediately,clearlyshocked.Whenhereyesmet

anangrySfisosheknewshewasscrewed.Lashes

afterlashesherscreamswokeuptheentirehouse,

Sfisoonlystoppedwhenhismothercalledoutfor

him.

"Whatthehellisgoingonhere?",shesaidangrily

"Askher,Mhlengiisgonebecauseofherwhoring

ways,askherwhatisshedoinginthisroomhalf

naked.SoIcan'tbringmyfriendsoverthishouse



becauseIhaveaprostituteasasister"heasked

angrily

Theirmotherbecomesoangrybythis,shegrabbed

herbytheearspullingheroutoftheroomallthe

waytothemainhouse,shewassobbing

sorrowfully.

"I'msodissapointedinyou,tomorrowyouaregoing

tosayyouareraped,meanwhileyouleftyourroom

togoandseduceavisitor...siesmaan"shespat

"Rememberthesecondplateoffood?,shehititout

ofhishand,shecameandliedthatshetripped"

Sfisosaid

"youwhoringwithmyfood"shepinchedherears

somemoreshescreamed.

****



ThankGodforDurbanlinertaxi'swhomfinishvery

late,Mhlengimadeittotown.Hearrivedoutside

Thulado'sflat.

"Khabazelakamavovo",hegreetedthesecuritywith

respect(Mkhizeclannames)

"AwuFuzeuwelo"hesaidopeningthegate(thisis

you)

"Ican'tstayawayfromherbaba,whatmustIdo?"

hesaidchuckling

"Youboysareslow,sendyourunclesbeforethe

onessmarterormoremoniedtakeherawayfrom

you"headvised

"Wisdomonlybabyngiyabonga"hesaidinhisdeep

hoarsevoice

Luckyforhimtheliftwasworkingsohehoppedon

it,herememberedthathedidn'talertThuladoabout

hisunannouncedvisit,toolateforthatnow.He

knockedonthedoorafterafewminutesThulado



openedthedoor,herheartlitterallystopped.She

swallowedhardMhlengipushedthedooropened

andlethimselfinatthesametimeSenzocameout

ofthebathroom.MhlengistaredatThulado,

dissapointmentwrittenalloverhisface.

"It'snotwhatitlookslike…babe?"Thuladosaid

softly
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Chapter12

"Idon'thavetoacceptthingsthatI'mnotOKwith".

Mhlengi'srolleduphissleeves,pullingdownhis

hoodie,youcouldseehisveinsbulgingonhisneck,

hegraduallyclenchedhisjawbuthiseyesstillfixed

onhisshorty.Heputdownhisbagandwalkedover

tothewindow.Senzodartedhiseyesaroundin

confusion,hekeptonchucklingindisbelieve.

"Fuzewamiit'snotwhatitlookslikeOK,hecalledin

distraugtIlethiminbecauseIdidn'twanthimtokill

hiswife"Thuladosaidnervouslypullingthehemof

herpyjamatop

"Wespokeshorty,Ithoughtwehadan

understanding.Isthiswhatyoumeantwhenyou

saidyouwillfindsomeonetodomyjobforme?"he

askedturningtofaceher

"no!shesaidsharply,"Iwasjustjoking,nothingis



goingbetweenusIpromise"sheassuredhim

"youlyingtomeThulado,unamangawena!You

wantmetobelievethatlosgantsontsolo"he

pointedatSenzo,"doesn'thavefriends…huh?There

areplentyofcheaplodgesandmotelsaroundtown

buthechosetocomehereshorty!Whyareyou

doingthistome?Yousleepinginapresenceofa

marriedmanknowingIdon'tapprove,don'tgetme

startedwiththewayyousleep.Youknowyouget

hotandyoukickyourblanketsopeningyourlegs

andall,youexpectmetobehappythatanother

manwillseeyouinthatposition…no…Fuckthis"he

chortledbitterly

"I'msorryIwasjusthelpingout"shecried

"Thismotherfuckerknowsyourheartandhis

takingadvantage,youseewhatImeant?",heasked

"yes!"Thuladonoddedherheadinnocently

"Ijusthaveonequestion"Senzobrokethesilence,

theybothturnedtolookathim,"cutieIdon't

understand,howcomeyouhaveaboyfriendyetyou

justburiedthedoctorrecently,Ithoughtyouwere



single.Whereisthisguywithafadedhoodiecome

fromcutie,youdeservewaybetterthanthis.We

kissedcutie,whywouldyouleadmeonknowing

youhaveaman?Ireallythoughtyouweredifferent"

hesaid

"Fuckthisshit"Mhlengiuttered,youknowwhat…I

don'thavetoacceptthingsthatI'mnotokaywith

andthis",hepointedatthem,"I'mnotokaywiththis",

heattemptedtowalkoutbutSenzoblockedthe

door

"Yinimanjewena?"heaskedirritably

"Whereareyougoingboy,westilltalking"he

pushedhimbackinside

"Whatisyourproblem?",Mhlengiaskedwithhis

chestrisingandfalling

"Calmthefuckdown,listentotheladyandstop

actinglikeweareinhighschool"hesaid

dismissively

"YouaresomaturedyetyoubuyingThuladowith

money,nowonderyourwifecheatsonyou,youare

clueless.Lookatyouwalkingaroundinagirls



apartmentintrunksandvestshopingthatshefalls

inlovewithyou,nowyouharassingmebecause

youwanttolookgoodinhereyes",I'mleavingifyou

stopmeagain,Iwillnotbeheldaccountableof

whatIwilldo",hewalkedout

"Mhlengipleasestay,Senzowillgo"Thulado

pleaded

"I'monlyleavinginthemorning"Senzosaid,he

yankedMhlengi'shoodiehestaggeredback.

Heturnedaroundinlightningspeed,theydidn't

evenseewheretheokapicamefrom,Senzowas

bleedingfromhisarm,Thuladopanickedand

startedshiftynifting.Mhlengidissapearedoutthe

door.AfteragoodfortyminutesSenzowasseen

drivingawayfromthebuildingbutMhlengiwas

nowheretobeseen.

****



Thuladosatonthefloorstaringintospace,"what

thehelljusthappened?"shethoughttoherself,

beingnewtodatingwasachallenge,shehadnever

stayedupuntilweehoursofthemorningbecause

ofaheartbreak,shewassohurt.Asifwalking

away,leavingableedingmanwithherwasenough,

helefthiscellphoneinhisbag,doesn'theknow

thatsheisgoingtowanttocallhim,thatsheis

goingtowantthehearhisvoice.Freshtearsmade

waytohereyelidswhenshethoughtofhimbeing

coldandangryinthestreets,"ohlover,pleasecome

back",shesaidtoherself.

Thenangerwashedoverherwhenshethoughtof

Senzo,hebehavedawfullyimmaturedforavisitor

whowasinneedofhelp,insteadoftryingtodiffuse

thesituation,headdedfuel,didhehavetomention

thekiss?Didheevenhavetohintthathewas

interestedinher?Foolishman.Thuladodialledhim

furious,heansweredinasleepyvoice.



"Areyousleeping?"shechuckledbitterly,"mustbe

nicebeingyouSenzo,youcomehereandruin

thingsforme,thenyoureturntoyourhouseto

sleep"shespat

"Youchasedmeoutcutie,whatdoyouwantmeto

do?"heanswered

"Iwantyoutostaythehellawayfromme,don'tcall

me,stopcomingtomyflat.IloveMhlengi

uyangizwa?",shescreamed

"Whyareyouhurtingmecutie,youkickingaman

whilehisdownhuh?YouknowhowIfeelaboutyou,

Ireallythoughtyouaredifferentbutyouarejusta

connivingbitchlikeallthewomeninthisworld,you

useusthentossuswhenyouaresatisfied"hesaid

angrily

"Don'ttrymeI'manorphanIwilldealwithyou

accordingly,staywithyouhoeandleavemealone,I

didn'tpromiseyouanything"shereplied

"Whatdidyoujustsay?CutieIwilldrivetherenow

andfuckthatattitudeoutofyou,Iunderstandthat

youhaveaboyfriendandthatI'mnotdivorcedyet



butyouwillgivemeafairchancetoprovemyself"

hesaid

"Leavemealone"shescreamed.Thenshehearda

womanaskingSenzowhoishetalkingtooonthe

phone,Hescoffeddismissingher,Thuladohungup

notinterestedintheirbickering.

****

Aweeklater

Themonthhasended,peoplearepaid.Youknow

theexcitementofseeinganotificationofmoney

comingintoyouraccountbutthenthefeelingis

shortlivedwhenyourealizedyouactuallydon't

havemoney.Afterpayingrent,buyinggroceriesand

toiletriesyouareleftwithdust,Thuladoreally

wishedshecouldgetanewjob,itwasapublic

holidaysosheusedthistimetothoroughlyclean

herflat,Mhlengiwasstillgonesheemptiedhisbag,



washedallofhisclothesandrinsedthemwithsta

softthenshepackedthenneatlyinhercupboard.

Shekeptcharginghisphonejustincasehecalls,

thisalsogaveherthetimetogothroughitandit

hadabsolutelynothing,heseemedantisocial

becausehedidn'thavesocialmediaaccounts.Just

atwopicturesofhimself,fewcontactsandamillion

picturesofThulado.

****

MhlengigaveanenvelopetoSfisos'momasto

showgratitudeforgivinghimashelterwhenhe

neededitthemost,hebidfarewellandleft.Hewas

nowcalmandcollected,hisveryimpulsivewhen

hisemotionsarestirredwhichiswhyheprefersto

talklessandwalkawayinanargument.Hehated

confrontationsbecauseofthefearoffailureorto

damagewhatheholdsdearinhisheart.Hecould

havesaidsomethingstupidorhurtfultowards

Thuladoifhestayedanotherminuteandthat



sgantsontsokeptongettingintheway,heknew

nothinghappenedhenoticedthethetwoblankets

onthefloornexttoThulado'sbedbutwhatthefuck

washedoingthere?Hedidn'twantanymanlurking

aroundhisshortyinthatway.Hiswellawarethat

hestabbedhisarmandhedoesn'tcarebecause,

whatthehellwasSenzothinkingprovoking

uskhotheni?(hoodrat)hedon'tcareabouthis

muscles,hecanfinishhiminsecondswhilehisstill

rollinguphisfist.

HealsowaitedintheshadowstoseeifThulado

wouldsendhimoff,hisheartwaspoundingwhenit

tookfortyminutes,ifshehadlethimspendthe

nightafterthataltercationthenitwasgoingtobe

overforthem.Hewouldn'tevenfight,whatdoeshe

havetoshow?Hewatchedhimdriveawaywitha

bandagearoundhisarm,thenheputonhishoodie

anddissapearedinthestreets.Nowhewasready

tofacehisshortyafterthatimmaturebehaviorwith

hopesthatshewillwelcomehimwithwarmhands,

hewenttotheshopsandboughthertopdeck



chocolate,Romanycreamsbiscuits,layschipsand

liquorfruitjuice.Justbeforehewalkedouthe

rememberedyoghurt.

Thesecuritywasfondofhimsohejustswipeshim

ininsteadofcallingThuladodowneverytimehe

comes.

"Youmustjustmoveinayikholentoyakho"the

securitysaidtohimlaughing

"Ngampelababa?Hechuckled,"nowtellmedidthat

sgantsontsocomebackhere?",Heasked

"No…IevenaskedmycolleaguesthatIchange

shiftswith,hehasn'tbeenhereandintokaziyakho

ibuyaemsebenziniizihlaleleendlini",hereplied

(yourgirlfriendcomebackfromworkandstay

indoors)

"OKthankyousomuchbaba",hetookthestairs,the

liftwasn'tworkingagain.Inajiffyhewasknocking

onthedoorbuttherewasnoanswersohedecided



tolethimselfin,thereshewassittingbythe

windowlostinthoughts.

"Apennyforthought?"hesaidplacingthepacket

ontopofthecupboard

Thuladodidn'tanswerhim,shewasmoreinterested

inwhatwasinthebag,sheduginandcameout

withchocolate.

"Sawubonasthandwasami"Mhlengisaidpulling

herclose

"Whydon'tyougobackwhereyoucamefrom",she

saidbored

"Hawu!I'msorryIjustneededtocooloff",hesaidin

hisdefense

"AwholeweekMhlengi?",shesaidthrowingblocks

ofchocolateinhermouth

"I'msorrythat'showIam,Irathertaketimeaway



thentotakeoutmyangeronyou,becauseIwould

neverforgivemyselfshouldIdosomethinghurtful

becauseIcouldn'tcontrolmyemotions"he

elaborated

"I'msorryaboutSenzo"shesaidwithglistening

eyes,"IthinkIwaswrongtobefriendhim,honestly

hisnotokay.Heseemtolovehiswifebutshe's

hurtinghimandIhappenedtobeavailabletohear

himout.Hedefinitelymistakenedmykindnessfor

affectionorsomethinglikethatbutwekissedlong

beforeyouresurfacedagain,ItoldhimIcouldn'tdo

it.Hewasjustbeingsillytheotherday,Ithinkhe

needshelp",sheexplained

"Iunderstandthatbutyoucan'thelphim,thereare

peopletrainedforthiskindofstuff.Hisrudeand

hasshownmethathiscondescending,Iwon't

hesitatetoplungeaknifedeepinhischest"hesaid

withaseriousface

"Yestheknife,let'stalkaboutthatknifeyoungman",

shesaidraisinghereyebrow

"Howaboutwenottalkabouttheknife,howabout



wegoshopping,let'sgobuyyousomefood.Igot

paidtoday"

"Really?"shesaidherfacelitup

"Yes…nowgetreadylet'sgo",hesaid

enthusiastically,"Wherearemyclothes?"heasked

"Inthecupboard"shereplied

Herummagedinitcomingoutwithshortsanda

bvd,Thuladochuckledshakingherhead.

"Soitturnsoutyoudohaveotherclotheseither

thanthesweatpantsandthehoodiesyouwear

almosteveryday",shesmiled

"Mindyouownyourbusiness"hesaidlaughing

Hehadnicelegsandgreatbodythatisalways

hiddenunderhissignaturedresscode,they

dressedupandleft.



****

Senzobalancedonthewalldrunkasaskunk,he

analyzedthemesshecausedlastnight,afterPearl

hadtheaudacitytoconfrontheraboutthephone

callhebeatherupandchasedheroutthehouse.

HeansweredThulado'scallinfrontofheron

purpose,shehadnorighttoquestionhimafter

whatshedid.Thistimearoundhewas100%sure

hewantedadivorce,ifhecontinuedholdingonto

her,hewilldieofaheartache.HedialledFred.

"Sho"heanswered

"Issheniceinbedhuh?Toapointwhereyou

disrespectmethiswaybro?FredwhatdidIeverdo

toyou?Isshetherewithyounow?Iwantmywife

youscum.Yourdayiscoming,youthinkthatyour

moneywillsaveyou…yourdayisfuckingcoming",

hescreamed

"Senzoyouaredrunk"heansweredeversochilled



"DrunkenoughtogoandtellDlaminithatyouare

fuckinghiswife"hesaidchuckling

"Nowyouaretalkingnonsense"hesaidsternly

"Iknowyoumyfriend…wellusedtoo,Isawyou

comingoutthehoteltheotherday"hesaidhis

speechslurredwithmildhicups

"I'mwarningyouVilakazi,stayinyourlane"Fred

roared

"Everydoghasit'sdayFred"Senzosaidlaughing

"Ididn'tforcePearltodoanything,it'snotmyfault

thatshe'sagolddigger,thatyouarebrokeandsuck

inbedbro"heshotback

"SheismywifestillFred,youhadnoright,youare

supposedtobemyfriend"hecried

"Enoughwiththetears,Iwillstop.She'snothereby

theway",hesaidhangingup

****



Laterthatevening

Thepairsatdownonafluffycarpettheybought

todayataChineseshop,theyeachhadaplateof

yummyfoodthatwaspreparedbyMhlengi.He

wantedtoshowoffhischefskillstaughtbyhisaunt,

Thuladowasimpressed,heevenmadeasalad.

"SoIthinkyoushouldmoveinwithmeinsteadof

lookingforaplace,itwillsaveus"Thuladobroke

thesilence

"Itdoesn'tfeelright,it'slikengondliwaumfaziayI

can't"hechuckledlightly(Iambeingkeptbya

woman)

"Isn'titbetterthansleepingatpeople'shouses,I

wouldlovehavingyouasmyroommate"shefurther

said

"Andwhenwefight?Youwillremindmethatyou

areshelteringme?"heraisedhiseyebrows.

"Noangithiyouwalkaway,soIwon'tevengetto



saythat"theylaughed

"IwillstaybutIwon'tstoplookingthenwewill

moveintomyplace"hesaidfocusingonhisfood

"OKthen"shesaid

TheyfinishedeatingThuladocleanedupandthey

snuggledontheirbed,talkingaboutworkandtheir

brightfuturetogether.Thentheyheardcommotion

outside,itwasamancallingoutforThulado,both

Mhlengiandshortyhurriedtolookoutthewindow

toseewhoitwas.

Threemonthslater…
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Chapter13

"yetagainanotherbodyofabatteredandstabbed

womanhasbeenfoundonbankofumngeniriver"

~Durbsradiostation

Thewomenhavetakenittothestreets,enoughis

enough,theabuse,rapeandmurderofwomenin

thecountryhasskyrocketed.Youdon'tknowwho

totrustandwheretohide,theargumentisheated

astowhythisishappening,somearguethatit'sa

seedthathasbeenplantedwateredandnurtured

nowit'shastakenfullform.Somesaythisiswhat



yougetforprovokingasnakeinit'shole,menare

beingsecretlyabusedintheserelationshipsand

sincetheyaren'temotionalbeingstheybottle

thingsup,whenthebottleisfullitburstandpieces

fromit,cutswhoeverstepsonit.Otherssayifyou

aren'ttreatedrightandunhappywalkaway,isitthat

easythough?Toxicloveissoaddictive,it'slikea

drugthatpropelsyoutogobackformorebecause

brokenpeoplelovehardbuthurteachothereven

more.

Areweraisingabrokennation?Femalesaretaught

tobeperfectforthemalechildyetthemalechildis

neglected,lefttowingit.Childrendon'tknowtheir

realfathersbecausetheirmotherschosewhois

besttofatherthem,povertyandtheirritantofnot

affordingthelifethatyoudesire.Orphansroaming

aimlesslytryingtomakesomethingoutof

themselveswithabsolutelynosupportsystem.Is

thisthefutureoftomorrow?



MhlengiandThuladosatsilentlylisteningtothese

topicsonthefamousDurbanradiostation.Someof

themhithomebecauseThuladofoundherself

clutchingontoMhlengi,thinkingabouthowheis

theonlyhumanbeingshehasonthisearthnot

knowingthatMhlengiwasthinkingthesame.

"Soyourboyfriendfinallysucceeded"Mhlengibroke

thesilence

"Pleasestopcallinghimmyboyfriend,it'sstarting

topissmeoff"shesaidclearlyupset

"welleverytimehisdrunkheremembersyour

addressandstartscallingoutyourname,whatdo

youexpectmetosay"hesaidchuckling

"Angithandinjalo"shecried

"I'mjokingshorty…I'msorry",hewipedhertears

"Youcanbesomeansometimes,can'tyouseethat

hisstruggling,Ihaveforgiveneverythinghehas

done,hishurting"shesaidwigglingoutofhis

embrace



"That'swhyGodblessedmewithyou,youcandoall

theforgivinginthisfamilyandIwilltakecareofthe

hate.I'msorryhisaftermygirl,Icannotplaynice

withhim.TheonlyreasonIlethimbewiththese

drunkenepisodesisbecauseyouthinkhisacting

outofcharacter"hesaidwithoutremorse

"Godhavemercyonyou"shesaidthrowingher

handsintheair

"Don'tyouthinkthisfridgeisbetterthanthefirst

oneandthestove?"heprobedsquintinghiseyesat

her

"Youjusttryingtoaggravatemetoday",shesaid

throwingapillowathim,heduckedasifhisplaying

ushumpu,Thuladochortledshakingherhead

"I'mseriousthoughIthinkSenzokilledPearl,allthis

whilehisbeensingingaboutit,Ithinkhefinallygot

thecourageanddidit"hesaidwithaseriousface

"Ifit'shimthenhissickerthanIthought,butIdoubt

Senzoisalltalkbutnoaction,hecouldn'teven

divorceher,Pearlmovedoutwhenshecouldn't

handlehisabuse"sheargued



"Shelefthim,that'smorereasonforhimtoerase

her"headded

"YouknowPearliscrazyeversincethatdayshe

cametoattackmeatwork,Ibelieveanythingis

possiblewithher.ShecouldhaveforcedSenzo's

hand,it'sapitybecauseifhediditthenheshould

bearrestedbutI'mafraidhewon'tgettimeinstead

theywillsendhimtoapsychiatrichospitalfor

surveillance.Hisdefinetelylostit"shesaidsadly

"Servesherrightforattackingyou,inhernextlife

shewillknownottotouchIzintozaMhlengingino

Gogomina"helaughed(totouchMhlengi'sthings,I

haveagranny)

"Youandthisimaginerygrannyofyours"shesaid

shakingherhead,sheturnedtosleeponhertummy

butshefeltdiscomfortthereforeshesatonherbutt

again

"IcanseeandsmellmyP*ssy",hesaidbitinghis

lowerlip

"NoMhlengi…I'mtiredkadeungimele"shesaid

wavingherhandsathim,hejumpedonthebed



(youjusthadsome)

"ngizothinjekancanengiyacela"hebeggedhiseyes

shrinking(Iwillbequick)

"Youalwayssaythatbutyougoonandon"shesaid

softly,whileMhlenginibbledonherneck.

"Youstillwantmetostop…mmmh?"hegrazedher

lipsundressingher

"mmmmh,No"shesaidbreathingheavily#remove

****

FredSimmonsInc

Nanaclearedtheboardroom,itwasabig

shareholdersmeeting,thingsweren'tlookinggreat

forthecompany,judgingbythetensionproblems

weren'tsolvedyet.JobswerebeingcutandNana

prayedthatshewasn'tnext.Sheactuallystarted

enjoyinghavinganincomethatsheworkedfor,it



wasfulfillinginwaysthatyoucannotbelieve.She

nowknowshowtosave,tospendsmartandinvest

inlonglastingplans,itseemslikeThuladowas

rightafterall.Shefoundherselfcallingher.

"Hello"shesaidpantinginaraspyvoice

"Aren'tyoulucky,wearebusyworkingyouarebusy

beinghammered"shesaidinpitchyvoice

"HowareyouNana?",shechangedthesubject

"WellI'mdry,noboyfriend.I'mreformedmyfriend"

shesaidhappily

"Idon'tbelievethat",shelaughed

"I'mserious,I'mtiredoffoolingaround.I'mlooking

foraseriousman,whowillbecommittedandwe

willsettleandgetmarriedandmakecutebabies"

shesaidranting

"Somanyands",shelaughed

"I'mseriousthat'swhy"shechuckledembarrassed,

"Youdon'tcallmeanymorebukamanjeyouare

beingservicedandIdon'tevenknowwhoyour



boyfriendis,wazewangilahlaoe"shesaidsadly

(youabandonedme)

"WellIhavemetsomeonespecial,soonyouwill

meethim.Howaboutwecatchupthisweekend"

Thuladoprobed

"IfonlyIwasn'tworkingoe"sherepliedsadly

"Iwilldropbyandsayhi,Ihadtocallinsicktoday,

I'msoexhaustedandIhateworkingatthe

supermarketnow.IreallywishIcouldgetanew

job"sheadded

"Andyourman…isherich?,doeshehaveabig

house?"sheaskedabitnosy

"NoandNo,hetoohadtocallinsicksowecould

spendtimetogether",shegiggled

"SowasitDukewhopoppedthecherry?Phelathe

ThuladoIknowisstillavirgin"sheaskedina

whisper

"OhmygoshNanayouwillneverchange",she

laughed

"Tellme"shedragged



"No"shesaiddismissive

TheycarriedontalkinguntilNanarememberedshe

wasstillonduty,sheemptiedthebinsandheaded

tothebossesoffice.Shegentlypushedthedoor

justincasehewasbusy,fortunatelyitwasempty.

WiththedeathofhisPAthingsareabithectic,she

startedsortingouthisdesk,pilingallthefilesneatly

andaccessible,sheemptiedthebinsandbegan

sweeping,sheheardthedoorcloseherheart

litterallystoppedwhenshesawMrSimmons

headingtohisseat.Themanwasintimidating,she

waspersonallyscaredofhimandnowwithjobcuts

shewouldn'twanttopisshimoff.

"Iwillcomebacklater",shesaidgatheringher

cleaningsupplies

"No…proceed,don'tmindme"hecuthershort

Shenervouslywentaboutherbusiness,whenshe



wasdone,shegatheredherstufftogobutthe

agentofsatanwasworkingovertimetoday,she

trippedandfellonhertummy.Thebroomanddust

panwentflyingintheroom,thedustpanchose

landnexttoFred,Nanascurriedtopickitupwhen

shegotupherbigbehindgrazedFred'sarm,he

stoppedworkingandstaredathertryingsohardto

holdinalaugh.

"Sorry"shesaidembarrassed,sheattemptedto

walkoutbutFredcalledherbackin.

"What'syournameagain?"heaskedwithanaughty

smile

"Nanasir…mynameisNana"shesaidwithherheart

pounding.

"Youarebeautifulandahardworker,areyou

married?"heaskedinquisitively

"No,I'msingle"sheanswered

"ThereasonI'maskingisbecauseIdon'thaveaPA

andinsteadofgoingthroughthedreadfulprocessI



canjustpromoteyou,butyetagainI'mattractedto

youandIdon'twantthattogetbetweenwork,I

guessIwillhavetogetsomeoneelse",hesaid

wavinghertogo

"Sirdidyoujustoffermeajobanddeclineitagain?",

sheaskedwithhereyeswidenedthiswasthe

breakthroughshe'sbeenwaitingforandwouldbea

fooltoletitslipthroughherfingers

"WelldidyouheareverythingthatIsaid,Iwould

rathertapthatroundassthanscreamatyouduring

deadlines"hesaidlickinghislips,Nanablushedthis

playfulsideofhimhelpedhertorelax."unless"he

saidstaringathiscomputer

"unlesswhat?"sheaskedcurious,Fredclosedhis

laptopgettingonhisfeet,hewalkedtowardsNana,

shelookedflushedandtakenaway.

"Unlessyoucandoboth"hepulledherclose,she

wasstillinheruniformfeelingunsexybutvery

turnedon.

Fredletgoofherandlockedthedoor,heundressed



herslowly,Nanawasbreathingheavily,sheknew

thiswaswrongbutherbodybetrayedher.She

foundherselfmoaningunderherboss,whenhe

wasdonehemadehersignacontracttokeepthe

arrangementbetweenthemandthatthejoboffer

willhavetogothroughHRfirstbutitwasasealed

deal.Nanalefttheofficeguiltystrickenbutwitha

newjobwithabetterpay.

****

Laterthatday….

ThuladoandMhlengispoonedeachotherstark

naked,theirheartbeats,theirbreathswere

Intertwined,theywerelikeafavoritesongthatyou

wouldplayonrepeattheentireday.Therewasa

thunderousknockatthedoor,Mhlengiquicklyput

onhisclothesattendingtoit,beforehimweretwo

policeman.



"Whattooksolong?niyabhebhanalaandweare

working",hesaidmockingly(youarebusyhaving

sex,whileweareworking)

"HowcanIbeofhelp",Mhlengicuttothechase

"WearelookingforThulado",Thepolicesaid

"Concerningwhat?",heaskedsternly

"It'snoneofyourbusiness,isshein?",Heasked

"Mxm"hesaidangrily,Thuladopeepedbehind

Mhlengiinnocently

"I'mThulado"shesaidreluctantly

"YouareunderarrestforthemurderofPearl

Vilakazi,youhavetherighttoremainsilentor

anythingyousayordowillbeusedagainstyouin

thecourtoflaw,youhavetherighttoanattorney"

thepoliceelaborated

"Thisismadness,shedidn'tdoit"Mhlengipushed

herbehindhim

"Sirstopinterferingwithourwork,wecandothis



theeasywayorthehardway"theyfoughtover

Thulado

"Ididn'tdoit"Thuladosaidcryingandconfused.

Youneedtocomewithusmiss

ThuladobeggedMhlengitocalmdown,sheopted

towalkoutbecausethethoughtofcuffsinher

handwasterrifyinglikewatchingascarymovie.

©ZamaGambusheYenga,2021
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Chapter14

Afterbeingthrownoutthepolicestationfor

interferingwiththeinvestigation,Mhlengiwasnow

pacingupanddownnotknowingwhattodo.Itwas

FridaywhichmeantThuladowouldspendtheentire

weekendinthosecoldsmellycells,heknowsthem

toowell.Shortywasdelicateandfragiletoeven

stayaminuteinside,hepunchedthedoorhardhis

knucklesstartedbleeding,thatfeelingagainhe

hatedit.Allhislifehefeltuselessandunreliable,he

couldn'thelphisauntaroundthehousefinancially,

hecouldn'taffordthethingshewantedandneeded

soheresortedtocrimeandnowhisshortywas

arrestedforsomethingshedidn'tdoandhecan’t

helpher.

HisphonedbeepedonthebeditwasSfiso,heread

throughthemessagedandrepliedmakinghisway

out.Heputonhishoodieandrandownthestairs.

***



Atthepolicestation

Thuladosatacrossthebrownwoodentable,faceto

facewithafemaledetectiveglaringather,shekept

onplayingwiththehemofhertop.Herheartwas

beatingsohardyoucouldhearit,thepresenceof

thatscarywomanwasnervewracking.She

slammedafileontoofthetableandclickedher

tongue.

“BeforeIstartIwanttosaygirlslikeyoudisgust

me"sheexclaimed“nowyouhavetoeitherconfess

yourhandinMrs.PearlVilakazi’smurderorIwill

drilloutofyou"shespat

“Ididn'tdoit”Thuladosaidsoftly,shehasbeen

sayingthesamethingeversinceshegotherebut

shetoldherselfshewillnotstopsayingituntilthey

believeher

“Listenherelittlegirl”shepointedather“I’mnot



heretoplaywithyou,youseethatinnocentlook

youhavegoingontherewillnotworkwithmesisi,I

eatbitcheslikeyouforbreakfast.Didyouknowthat

Mrs.Vilakaziwasmourningthedeathofher

daughter?Insteadofholdingyourfellowwomans’

handyouthinkingselfishlyforyourselfnxa"she

glaredather

Anofficerlightlyknockedonthedoor,thedetective

screamedforhimtocomein,theofficer

respectfullyhandedtoherafile,shepagedthrough

itandnoddedherheadtheofficerleft.

“LookwhatIhavehere,it’sfromthepathologists”

shegaspedcoveringhermouthdramatically“you

wouldn'tknowthatnowwouldyou,youjusta

cashier.Thisisfromthelabsweety,theautopsy

results.Havealookyouathowyouchokedher,

stabbedhertodeath"sheconcludedsearchingfor

Thulado

AssoonasThuladosawthepicturesofdeadPearl

shefeltsicktoherstomach,shestartedgagging

coveringhermouth.



“Youkilledher!”thedetectivescreamed,Ihave

statementsfromtwodifferentpeopleandtheyboth

thinkyouhadamotive.DidSenzoVilakazimeet

youforcoffeeandboughtyoufurniturewithhis

wife'ssavings?”sheasked

“Ididn'tknowthatitwashiswife's,hesurprisedme,

andIonlysawthefurniturebeingdelivered”she

argued

“soyouknewhewasamarriedman,apossibility

ofhimbeingmarriedincommunityofproperty

meaningthatheusedhiswife'smoneyaswellto

spoilyouandyougladlyaccepted”shesaidfurther

“Isavedhisdaughterhewantedtoshowgratitude

inthatwayIacceptedit”,shereplied

“Suchanopportunist,youknewhisvulnerableafter

losinghisdaughterandfedonthat.Evena

bodyguardbyprofessionisgoodenoughtotake

yououtofpovertyisitnot?”shearchedher

eyebrow

“I'mnotlikethat,Ihaveaboyfriendandhehas

nothingbutheiseverythingtome.Senzohasbeen



actingratherweirdlytowardsmebutIspoketohim

aboutitandwereachedanunderstandingbutas

forPearlI’mnotconnectedthere”shesaid

“Onestatementsstatesthatyouarethereasonher

marriagewascrumbling,youwerehavinganaffair

withMr.,Vilakazihewouldcallyouinfrontofher,

spendtheirlifesavingswithyouandyoualsoused

tocallhimknowinghisathomewithhiswife.It

alsostatesthatPearlcametoyourworkplace

publiclyaccusingyouofsuchandyoudidn'tdenyit.

Theotherstatementprovesthattherewas

somethinggoingonbetweenyouandSenzo,you

kissedandhewasseenatnightinyourbuilding,he

returnedhomeintheweehourswithastabwound

onhisarm",shesmiledimpressedwithherself.

“uyagwazanawenaangithi?(Yougoaround

stabbingpeople)

Thuladoopenedhermouthtosaysomethingbut

nothingcameout,shewastonguetiedherstory

flowedperfectlyandsuremadeherlookbad,she

didn'twanttoimplicateMhlengisoshekeptquiet.A

soundofstiletto’sclickinghardontheconcrete



floorinterruptedtheinvestigation,shethrowher

briefcaseofthetableandlearnedforwardlooking

atthedetective.

“I’mutterlyguttedwiththismediocritygoingon

heredetective,ifitwasoneofyourminionsIwould

excusethisinsultbutyou,awomanofyourcaliber

violatinganinnocentwomanrights.Shameonyou,

Iheardeverything”shepaused“ohI’mNomalanga

yourlawyermissThulado”shereachedouther

handtoshakehers,Thuladoreluctantlymether

halfway.

“Ican'taffordalawyershesaidsoftly”,frantically

lookingatthefumingdetectiveacrossher

“Yourboyfriendhiredme,hislosinghismind

outside”shesaidsmiling,thedetectivewasheard

clickinghertongue

“I’minamiddleofaninvestigation”thedetective

remindedthem

“Thuladodon’tsayaword"theviciouslawyersaid

sternly,shegrabbedachairlookingatthefiles



“mayI”sheaskedthedetective,shenodded.“First

ofallthisisallhearsay,there'snotangibleevidence

thatprovesthatThuladoisconnectedtoPearl’s

death.Idon’tneedtobeanofficertoknowthat

Thuladoistooshorttohaveinflictedsuchwounds

tothislady,mayhersoulrestinpeace"sheargued

“Shehadamotiveshecouldhavehiredsomeoneto

doit"shesaiddismissively

“Proof!”shesaidstaringstraightintohereyes“you

aretraumatizinganinnocentlawabidingcitizen

whilsttherealperpetratorisouttherelivingitupor

youarewaitingforanotherdeadbodyforyouto

catchawakeupcall,Thuladodidn'tkillPearl,she

hasanalibiandnothingconnectshertothe

deceased”Shefurthersaid

“IwillinvestigateandIwillcatchherandlockher

up"thedetectivespat

“Youareallpathetichonestly,Thuladoyouarefree

togo.Thisisajoke”theystooduptogobut

Nomalangastoppedandlookedatthedetective,

“DidyouknowthatPearlwashavinganaffairwith



Senzo’sfriendsandthathewasphysicallyabusing

her?Ithinkyouarelookingatthewrongplaces

detectivebutberestassuredmyclientwillnotbea

scapegoat.Presentproperevidenceandweshall

talkuntilthen,wehavenobusinesswiththis

station"sheclutchedonherbriefcaseandclicked

herstiletto’soutoftheroom.

MeanwhileoutsideThuladodisappearedin

Mhlengi’sarms,shecouldn’tbelieveshecheateda

weekendatapoliceholdingcelljustlikethat,

Mhlengiwasgladtohavehisshortyinhisembrace

again.Nomalangaapproachedsmilingatthe

lovebirds.

“And”Mhlengiaskedanxiously,“Isitasolidcase?”

“Nahtheywerejusttakingchances,Ithinktheyare

avoidingtoarresttherightpersonbecausehonestly

SenzoisthefirstsuspectI’mbaffledthatthey

arrestedThuladoinstead,itdoesn’tmakesense.I

don’tthinktheywillbotherheragainnowthatsheis

myclient”sheassuredthem



“Thankyou”Mhlengisaidsincerely

“It’smypleasure”shewalkedaway

ThuladoandMhlengiwalkedhandinhandtothe

busstop,therewasabitoftensionbutnoone

wantedtobreakthesilence.

“Wheredidyougetthemoneyforthelawyer”

Thuladofinallysaid

“Shetookyourcaseprobono,Ihadtobeg”hesaid

“Thankyou!Ireallyappreciateit,IthoughtthatI

wasgoingtosleepinthere.Ihaveneverbeenthat

scaredinmylife,wellapartfromthatdayyoufound

Senzoinmyflat”shegiggled,I’mgladthatyou

foundmehelp,thatdetectivewasgunningforme.

Sheeveninsultedmeaboutmyeducationcanyou

imagine”,Thuladosaid

“Allofthatwillchangesoon,allthosewholook

downonuswillsoonkissourfeet”hesaid

chuckling

“Howcomeyougotanotherdayoff,yourbosswill



getangry”shesaidconcerned

“ItoldyouI’mhisfavorite,heunderstands”,he

assuredher

Theyflaggedataxiinsteadthebuswastakingtoo

long,theyhoppedonandpaidR14.Thetaxitookoff

****

AtthePub

Senzosatinonecornerwherethelightshoneless

hewashavingafeast,ameatplatterand

bottomlessblacklabel,hetunedintoasoccer

matchinthebackground.Hewassupposedtobe

celebratinghisnewjobbuthowcanhewhenthis

darkcloudkeepsafloatabovehishead,achildand

hiswifegoneinoneyearohhowdreadful.He

frownedwhenhesawafiguresitacrosshim,he

pickedupapieceofmeatandthrewitinhismouth.

“Youcanhavesome,Icanordersomethingforyou



todrinkaswellIknowyouarestarving.Mustbe

hardlivingoffawoman”hepokedhim

“Nothanks,I’mheretowarnyou.Stayawayfrom

Thulado,stopincludinghernameinyourstupid

statements.Doyouknowthatyoualmostgother

lockedupformurderingyourwife?Arefucking

stupid?Letthisbethelasttimewetalkaboutmy

girlwenasgantsontso.Youaresopathetic,very

weakyoucomehereanddrinklikeafishthengo

andmakenoiseforThuladocryinglikebanshee.IfI

seeyourmusclesnearthatbuildingIwillleave

morethanjustastabwoundinyourmusclebody…

ngiyathembauyangizwa!”(Areweclear?)Mhlengi

responded

“youthinkyouscaremeboy”helaughed“just

becauseIletyouhaveThuladodoesn’tmeanI’m

scaredofyouit’sbecauseIcanseethatshe

actuallylovesyou,stupidgirl”Mhlengipoppedhis

veinsfromhisarmallthewaytohisneck“Shewill

liveinpovertyfortherestofherlifebutit’sher

choice”hesaidgulpinghisbeer

“Finallyyoufoundsomeoneyoucanmeasure



yourselftoohuh?BecausefromwhatIgatheredall

yourfriendsareupthereandyouareabottom

feederasifthat’senoughyoumarriedagold

diggingbitchandnowyouthinkhavesomethingto

sayaboutmeandThulado?Senzoyouarenothing,

IactuallyunderstandwhyPearldidwhatshedid.

Pleasedon’tmeasureyourselfwithme,I’mwaytoo

smarttobefuckingwithyou.Isawyoutakinganab

atmyfadedhoodiesIwillmakeyouswallowyour

wordsoneday.Youcoward”hespat

“Iwillpunchyourteethoutboy,don’tyoudaretalk

tomelikethat.Thisisnotthedirtystreetsyougrew

upin,Idon’targuenamapharaIwillswallowyou

boy”hepouncedholdingMhlengibyhisclothes

“I’mnotscaredofyou,youthinkjustbecauseIlet

youpushmearoundinfrontofThuladoI’mscared.

Yourdaughterwasrapedandmurderedyoudid

nothing,yourwifewasfuckedbyyourfriendand

youstilldidnothingyetyouthinkyouwilldo

somethingtome”,helaughedinhisface“The

policearelookingforPearlsmurdereralltheyneed

isanudgetotherightdirection,Ifyoudon’tleaveus



aloneIwilltellthemaboutthedayyoualmostkilled

herandaboutthathumansizeholeyouduginyour

backyard.Youknowtheoneyoucoveredwithan

oldfridge”hesaidwithastraightface

“Howdidyou?”SenzoreleasedMhlengioffhisgrip,

“howdidyouknowaboutthat?”Mhlengifixedhis

shirtandwalkedoutthepubleavingSenzoflushed

andfeelinghot.

©ZamaGambusheYenga,2021
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Chapter15

Whenitfeelslikethewholeworldisrestedonyour

shoulder!Thatyouwanttogivein!Succumbto

whateveritisthatispullingyoudown,thatishow

Thuladofeltasshedraggedherfeetaroundtheflat,

ifshecouldbegivenanoptiontogobacktobed

shewouldgladlyaccept.Sheputlidsonboth

lunchboxesandbeganwipingthecounterwitha

dishcloth,Mhlengimadesuretherewasnoclothes

lyingaroundcarelessly.Shefoundhisshortyweird

becauseshehasstartedaminicollectionofice-

creamcontainersandbooksofwhichshedoesn’t

use,yetshewouldflipshouldshefindevenapiece

ofasockonthefloor.Toavoidunnecessaryfights

Mhlengialwaysmakesuretopickupafterhimself.



“Areyoureadyshortyifwestallanotherminute,we

won’tenjoyourwalk”Mhlengisaidhoistinghis

backpackfromthefloor

“I’mready,youcantakeyourlunchbox”Thulado

saidwalkingawaywithherfood,sheplacedher

littleboxinherbagthenwalkedoutthedoor.

Mhlengilockedupandtheydescendedthestairs.

****

Anotherdreadfulandboringdayatthesupermarket

Thuladowasyawninganddisinterestedstandingby

thetill,shealreadypissedofftwocustomerstoday

indirectlybynotaskingthemiftheyneededa

plasticbag,theymadeahugesonganddance

whentheypresentedtheirownbagsanddemanded

thattheygetreimbursed.Thuladofurtherstirred

thembynotrespondingsheopenedthetilland

gavethembacktheirmoney,theymarchedtothe

manager’sofficetoreportherpoorservices.Now

sheiscatchingupandthemoneyisn’tbalancing,

sheisR500shortandhasnoideahowthat



happened.

“Youarefired!”themanagersaidbehindher

“Sir!”shesaidconfused

“Thuladoyouarefired,Ihavehadituptillherewith

youandyourstinkingattitude.Youabscondedwork

twiceanddisappearedthewholeweekend,asif

that’senoughyouaredisrespectingthecustomers

andoverallIthinkyouarenotperformingwell

anymore,it’sasifyouwantmetofireyou.Ihave

beenobservingyouforawhilenow,thisissad

becauseyouareoneofmybestcashiersbutIcan’t

takethisanymore,eversincethatwomancame

heretofightyoudisruptingthesupermarketyou

havebeendoingterriblyandnowyouarelosing

money.Pleasepackyourstuffandgo,Iwillsurely

payyouforthismonth”,hesaidcalmly

“SirIneedthisjobIwilldobetterpleasedon’tfire

me”shesaidtryingtosoundconvincing

“NoThulado!Icanseeyouarenothere,I’mnot

doingthisbecauseIwanttobutIhaveto,myjobis

tomakesurethissupermarketisrunningsmooth



andyouareanobstruction.Igaveyouaverbal

warningfromthataltercationwiththePearllady,

thenIgaveyouawrittenonetodayfordisappearing

andnowthis”hefurthersaid

“IexplainedthatIwasfalselyarrested”shepleaded

“YeahafteryouabscondedtwiceIknowthatfake

doctorsnote,Iknowhowthisworks.Iknowyou

werehomewithyourboyfriendandthefactthat

youwerearrestedisnoneofmybusiness.Iwish

youallthebestforyourfutureendeavors”withthat

hewalkedaway.

Thuladoscannedonlytonoticethatshewasby

herself,themanagermusthavewaitedforallthe

otherstogo,shewasn’tentirelysadbutworried

becausefinanciallyherandMhlengicombinedare

sinkingtremendously.Shepackedherstuffand

startedwalkinghome,thelightsonthebusystreets

startedflickeringthoughthevendorswerestillthere

hopingtosellalittlebitmorebeforetheycallita

day.Peoplewererushingtotheirdesignatedranks



tocatchtheirridehome.Shesawoneladysitting

behindherfruittable,shespottedthebiggreen

avocado’s,theyseemedjuicyshecouldalmost

tasteitinhermouth.Shechangedherdirectionand

crossedtheroad.

“Sawubonama,ngicelaungipheukwatapheya

omthathu”shesaidalmostdrooling(hellomacanI

pleasehavethreeavocados)

“ThatwillbeR30”themamasaidchoosingthree

bigone’sputtingtheminasmallblackplastic,it’s

almostlikeshecouldseetheexcitementwrittenon

herface

Thuladopaidthankingthevendor,shegalloped

awayalmostforgettingthatsheisofficially

unemployed.Shebumpedintoahardchestand

wentflyingtothefloor,theguyquicklygatheredthe

avocadosfromthefloorthenshehelpedherup.

“SorrysisiIdidn’tseeyouthere”,hesaid

apologizingsincerely

“Itsfinethanks”shestretchedherarmtogether

avosbuttheguystaredatherwithhismouthopen



“canIhavemypacketplease”Thuladosaid

reluctantly

“OkIhavetrulymetanangelnowIhavegottohave

yournumber,Ididn’tbumpintoyoubymistake”he

saidwhenhedecidedtospeak

“Notinterested”Thuladosaidsnatchingherpacket

walkingaway,theguyranafterher

“Yourboyfrienddoesn’tneedtoknow,youwilltell

mewhentocall.Youwillstirthisship,Ipromiseto

becarefulsothatIdon’tgetyouintotrouble”,he

pleaded

“No”Thuladosaidwalkingfast

Theyguygrabbedherarmandpinnedhertothe

wall,suddenlytwootherguysappearedfrom

nowheretheygrabbedherbagandcellphone,the

onewhocourtedheryankedherbuckethatand

avocado’s

“Bitch”hesaidandtheydisappearedasfastas

lightning



Thuladoremainedstuckonthewallforagood

minute,itwaslikeadreamshehadbeenmugged

rightinthestreetsfullofpeople,andeverything

happenedsofastshecouldn’tevenscream

becauseifshedidthetaxidriverswouldhave

gatheredandbatteredthosethievesinminutes.She

fixedhertopandresumedherwalkhome,she

wantedtoatleastcrybutnothingcame.

****

FredSimmonsInc

Theysayneverlaughatsomeonebecauseyou

don’tknowwhattomorrowholds,nowthisisNana’s

favoritesayingoflate,shehasgrownwingseven

herwalkhaschanged.It’snotchild’splaytosweat

andmournunderahandsomerichmaneveryday,

herjobhasn’tbeenfinalizedyetbutsheisenjoying

herbenefitsalready.Theofficewasemptyitwas

passknockofftimebuttheblindstoFred’soffice



weredimmedandthedoorwaslockedharboring

thepair,Fredwalkedovertohisdeskswinginghis

memberleftandright.Nanagiggledliftingherlegs

totheskywaitingforthenextinstruction,Fredshut

downhislaptopandaskedNanatogetdressedso

theycouldleave.

“Ithoughtwilldoonemoreround,Ican’tget

enoughofyou”,shesaidinababyvoice

“Istillneedtodropyouoffsweety,myjobdoesn’t

endattheoffice.Ihavelatenightmeetings

sometimes”hesaiddismissively

“Whoareyoumeetingtonight?”sheasked

inquisitively

“MrsDlamini,sheispitchingaproductforme”he

answered

“Okay”Nanasaidasshepickedupherclothesfrom

thefloor

Theelevatorpingedatthebasementthedoors

foldedopenandthepairmadetheirwayout,Nana



clutchingontoherbagrockinghershortfloraldress

thatFredhatedsomuch.

“Youneedtogetnewclothes”hesaidharshlyNana

nodded

FredopenedhisMercedeswhensuddenlythree

manheldthematgunpoint,hedroppedhiskeysto

thefloorwhenhebendedtopickthemupagun

wentoff,Nanascreamedinpaniconeguyplunged

aknifetwiceinherabdomenandeverythingwent

blank.

****

Senzodroppedhisdirtyoverallsintothelaundry

basketafterworkingtheentireafternoonfillingup

theholehehadforgottenabout,heevendecidedto

throwinafewseedstoseewhatvegetableswill

comeoutofit,forthefirsttimeinawhilehewas

sober.HefoundhimselfmissingAngelandPearl



surprisingly,hereminiscedthegoodolddayswhen

theywereahappyfamily,andthenhewason

googlesearchingforinformationaboutinfertility.

Pearldiedwithouttellinghimwhytheycouldn’t

havechildren,hethoughttheproblemwaswithher

butshehadAngelwithsomeoneelseandthisgot

himthinking.

Thereasonhegotmarriedwasforloveandtohave

childrenwhowillbearhisnameandrightnowhis

dreamwasflickeringandthatdidn’tsitwellwith

him,hethoughtofThuladoshewouldhavemadea

beautifulbrideandbearhimgorgeouschildrenbut

justlikePearlsheprefersanotherguyoverhim.It

wasatoughpilltoswallow,heknewhewasgood

lookingandthathehadapantydroppingbodybut

henevergetsthegirlsthathewants.

HistrailofthoughtsendedwithFred,allhecould

seewashimbatteredtodeath,hewantedhimto

sufferforhurtinghimlikethis.Deepdownhe

believedthatitwashimwhokilledAngelbutasto

whokilledPearlwasamystery.Heknewhewould

beatherfromtimetotimebutnottotheextentof



killingher,hestilllovedher.

Hedialedhisfamilycommunicatingabouttheplans

forPearlsburial,thoughtheyweren’tingoodterms

butshewasstillaVilakaziwifeanddeserveda

befittingsendoff,hewastodohisbesttomake

surethatheprotectsherfromallthedirtysinful

deedsshedidbehindcloseddoorsbecausethis

couldcauseadriftbetweenthetwofamilies.He

wasnowonacallwithhisuncle.

“Sonyouneedtobestrong,don’tletthemseethat

youarecrying.Youwillfindanotherwomanwho

willgiveyoukids,thisPearlofyourswasmore

worriedaboutherfigureinsteadofbuildingyour

family”heexclaimed

“MalumewehadourownproblemsIguess,IhopeI

willdowellnexttime”hesaidlightlychuckling

“YouknowwepaidlobolaforPearlandherfamily

isveryrooted,whydon’twegobackandaskfor

oneofheryoungersisterstotakeoverfromher?,

it’spartofourculture”hesaid

“Hehmalumeyouareontosomething,Pearlhasa



beautifulyoungsisterandshehascousinstoobut

hersisterisalluring.Doyouthinktheywillagree?

thingshavechanged”heasked

“There’sonlyonewaytofindout,Iwillhintthisat

thefuneralandwewilltalkaboutitfurtherbutinthe

meantimegetclosetoher,blowheroffherfeet”the

unclesaidchuckling.

Hehungupwithasmileonhisface,hesenthera

messageonwhatsapp,heclickedonherprofile

pictureashewaitedforhertoreply.Shewas

beautifulandinnocentandIfshecouldgethershe

woulddoeverythingrightandmakeupforthemess

hedidwithPearl.Shewastyping…

*heysbariI’mnotcopingatall,it’slikeI’mgoingto

seeherwalkinginclickingherheels,lookingall

fancy,Ican’tbelievemysisterisgone*

Senzoreadthemessageandthefeelingofsadness

washedoverhim,hereplied



*I’mhereifyouneedsomeonetotalk,heckIalso

needsomeonetotalktoo*

Shewastyping…

*thankyou*

Senzodidn’twanttopushher,hewantedeverything

tohappennaturally.Thereforeheputhisphoneon

hissidetableanddozedoff.

****

MhlengisatbytheedgemassagingThulado’sfeet,

hefoundhersittingontheirdoorstepgazinginto

space,heopenedtheirdoorandfedherthenhe

wentonahuntforherstolenbelongingsbutonly

foundherbagthecellphonewasalreadysold.The

guysnegotiatedwithMhlengiandThuladowasto

getabrandnewphone,theygotoffwithafewslaps

fortouchingher.HewasbackhomeandThulado

seemedgloomyitwasgettinghimworried,it’s

almostlikeshewasgettingdepressed.



“Shorty!”hesaidsoftly

“mmh”shereplied

“Yougood?”heaskedarchinghiseyebrow

“Yeah”sherepliedbored,shesatonherbuttand

touchedhisarm,“Ilovetheseveinsonyourarms”,

sherespondedcirclingthem

“Theyarejustveins”hesaiddismissively

“Ilovethem”sherepliedgettingoffbed

Shestartedassemblingherice-creamcontainers

fortheumpteenthtime,Mhlengididn’tunderstand

thelogicbehindkeepingthem.Theirspacewas

alreadysmall,thedisplaywasunnecessaryifhe

wastobehonest.

“Areyougoingtousethemforsomething?”he

blurtedout

“Yes”sherepliedsharply

“Thuladotalktome,Icanseesomethingis

botheringyou”hesaidstandingandwalking



towardsher

“Ilostmyjobtoday”sheansweredandforthefirst

timefromeverythingthattookplacetoday…she

shedtears

Mhlengisighedpullingherintohisembrace,her

sniffsescalatedintoloudsobs.Theystayedlike

thatforawhile,whenitrainsforthiscoupleit

poured.Mhlengiknewhewasabouttoembarkona

rockyjourney,adventurousbutassteeplikethe

ladderofahay-mow.Hewasscared,shakinglikea

leafbutamanmuststandfirmchestoutandchin

up.

“Wewillfigureitout”hesaidinhisdeephoarse

voice

“I’msorry”,shesaidinbetweenhersniffs

****

AtthehospitalNanaopenedhereyes,shefirst

panickedbutwhensherememberedthattheywere



attackedbyarmedrobbersshecouldn’thelpitbut

enquireaboutFred.

“Youneedtocalmdownmiss”thenursesaid

rushingtowardsher

“WhereisFred?”sheaskedthenurse

“Idon’tknowsisibutifyoudon’tcalmdown,Iwill

callthedoctortosedateyou.Yougoingtodisturb

yourstitches”shewarned

“FredwasshotIneedtoknowifhisokay”she

askedanxiously

“Youwerebroughtinherealonesisi,therewasno

Fred.Apparentlyyouwerestabbedduringrobbery”

sheassuredher

“YesbutIwaswithFred”sherepliedfrantically

lookingaround

“Doctor!”thenursescreamed,“yiniengathi

seziyakushiyanjesisi”thedoctorcameinrunning

(youaregoingcrazy)

“What’swrong?”thedoctoraskedplugginghis

stethoscopeinhisears



“Ithinkshe’shallucinating,shekeepsaskingme

aboutFred”thenurseanswered

ThedoctorquicklypreparedaninjectionNanasaw

thisandscreamedtryingtowiggleherselfoutof

bed.
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Chapter16

“Paperchaser,streetsmart,akruger,I’mahustler,I

hustlehard"

~Mhlengi

“Hoshguluva"hesaidwithhisthumbsup

“hoshKrugerlamakruger"theguysrepliedwith

theirthumbsup

“YouguysknowmeI’mquietguy,Istayinmylane.

Irespecteveryoneincludingbottomfeederslike

youbutyouguyskeeppokingasnakeinitshole…

whygents?Letmetellyoualittlestory,Iwastaking

astrolldowntherailwaylineonedayandguess

whatIstumbleduponkrugerstryingtorapean

innocentlady“hepausedandlookedatthem“do

youyoungkrugersneedlessonsabouttherules?Or

perhapsyouguysdon’tknowwhatyouaredoing?

Welovemoneybutwedon’thurtwomenthatisfor



the28’snotus.BacktothestoryIwastellingyou

about,sothatgirlhappenedtobenoneotherthan

myshortysoyoucanimaginewhathappenedto

themthereafter”,hesaidlookingatthemstraightin

theeye

Heslappedeachofthemacrossthefacethey

staggeredback,afterrubbingtheircheeksthey

launchedtheirfeettothegroundstandinginaline

formation.

“Nowwherethefuckisthephone?”hesaidthrough

grittedteeth

“It’sherekrugerlamakruger”theonesaiddrawing

outabrandnewcellphonebox

Mhlengismirkedopeningitandindeeditwasa

brandnewSamsungphone.

“Good!Thisisimpressive”hesaid“Nowyouwill

eachpayafineforlayingyourhandsonmygirl,I

wantyoutobethenewspapertelleverykruger

aboutmygirl,whenyouseeheryoumustsweep

thestreetsforher.YouknowIwilldothesamefor

you”,headded



TheguyseachgavehimR500andtheyparted

waysafterapologizingtohim,heputonhishoodie

andblendedwiththestreet.

Attheclinic

Thuladoyawnedcontinuouslyasshecleanedthe

bencheswithherjeansfollowingthequeuetoseea

nurse,shefeltkindweirdinherbodyandhasn’t

seenherperiodsfortwomonths.Sinceshedoesn’t

haveajobtheleastshecandoistotakecareof

herself,fromhereshehasplanstoseeNanaatthe

hospital.Apparentlyshesurvivedarobberyandgot

awaywithtwoplungesinherstomach,howhorrible.

“Next!”thesisterpeepedfromthecorridor,Thulado

fixedhertopthatseemedtobetighterthanusual

andscurriedafterthenurse.

“HowcanIhelpyou?”thenursesaiddisinterested

GettinggoodservicesinapublicinstituteinSouth

Africaislikemannafromheaven,it’saoncein

lifetimekindofthing.It’salmostlikeyouare

botheringorabusingthepoorstaffbyshowingup,



thenyouarriveonedayandfindthatonenice

personwhowillmakeyouwanttocrybecause

hospitalityandgoodnessisstilloutthere.Thulado

feltawkwardsincethiswasherfirsttimevisiting

theclinic,shewaskindofhopingthenursewillget

straightonit.

“UhmI’mnotfeelingwell,Ihaven’tseenmyperiods

intwomonthsandI’malwaysexhausted”she

answered

“Goandurinateandbringyoururinehere”shesaid

stillnotlookingather

“Uhmyouwantmetobringtheurinehere?”she

askednervouslyclearlyconfused

“Yebosisihawu,gotothebathroomandyouwill

seeglassesthere,takeoneandpeeinandbringit

here.Yousaidyouhaven’tseenyourperiod’sright?

Thuladonodded“thengoandpee”sheclosed

Thuladofelttearsthreateningtofallassheranto

thetoilet,itwasthemannershespoketoher.She

knowsheiswellmanneredandforsomeonetobe

socoldfornoapparentreasonbaffledher.She



arrivedatthetoiletpattinghereyesdrywithhertop,

thenshespottedthefamousglassesandthestate

ofthemwasappalling.Theywerepiledupstained

withurinefrompreviouspatients…totally

unhygienic,thefliesbuzzedasiftheywerehavinga

buffetparty,Thuladorolledoutatissueandrinsed

outtheonethatlookedlessfilthy.Aftershewas

satisfiedsheurinatedandtookitin.thenurse

insertedtwosticksinandwaited,allThulado

wantedisadiagnoseandtogetthehelloutofthis

horribleplace,shemadeamentalnotetoscrubher

handswithsoapwhenshegetstothehospitalto

seeNana,perhapsalittlebitofsanitizer.

ThenursecameoutwithanA4sizebookfromthe

departmentofhealth,sheaskedThuladoforher

address,phonenumberandfullnames.Shejotteda

fewthingsinthebookthensheaskedherwhenlast

shehadherperiods,whenshewasdoneshe

handedthebookovertoher.

“Youarepregnantanditseemslikeyouarefar,

pleasetakeoffyourclothesandlieonthebed”

Thuladodidastoldthenursemassagedand



fondledwithhertummyaftershewassatisfiedshe

askedhertodressup.“youneedtocomebacknext

weekMondaysisibehereatsixbecausetherewill

beaantenatalfirsttimerclass,thenyouwilldoan

HIVtestandgettheproperinjections,Ican’tdo

anythingforyounowbecauseit’slate”shesaid

staringatherbored

“Okthankyou”shegrabbedherbookandgotupto

leave

“Don’tforgettocarryyourbook”shescreamedat

her

Thuladowalkedouttheclinicperplexedshewas

awareaboutpregnancybutnowthatitwasright

beforeher,itseemedalittlebittoomuch.Shehas

beenenjoyingthecountlessorgasmfrom

unprotectedsexwithoutcontraceptiveswhatthe

hellshethoughtwouldhappen,shesawabigstone

anddecidedtorestonit.ShedialledMhlengi.

“Shorty!”hesaidcalmly

“Doyouloveme?”sheaskedhervoiceslightly



breaking

“Witheverythinginmebabe…what’sup?”hereplied

concerned

“Idon’tknowIjustfeellikepackingmybags,Ithink

IshouldgobacktoMooiRiverthere’snothingleft

formehere”shesaidsniffing

“Whereareyou?”heaskedanxiously

“No!Mhlengidon’tcometome,wedon’twantyou

losingyourjobtoonowdowe?”shecuthimshort

“DoyouthinkIcareaboutthisjob,youwantto

leavemeshorty?”heaskedsoftly

“I’mpregnantMhlengi,Idon’tthinkwewillsurvive

this,atleastbackhomeIwilleatwitheveryoneelse.

It’snotexactlyawarmlovingplacebutwegrow

vegetables,Idon’tpayrent.Wewillcommunicate

aboutthebabybutI’mgoingbackhome”shehung

up

Sheresumedherwalkwithtearsblindinghervision,

shetextedNanathatshewillnotbecomingin.

whenshearrivedattheflatshefoundMhlengi



sittingonthefloor.Shedisappearedintothe

bathroomtoscrubherhands

“Thulado”hescreamed“YouleavingmebecauseI

cannotprovideforyouoryouleavingmebecause

youdon’tloveme?

“IloveyouMhlengi,IreallydobutI’msinkinginto

depression.Thecoupleofdayssittingheredoing

nothingiskillingme,whenIcamehereIhadbig

dreams.Iwantedtostudy,Iwantedtoworksothat

IcanelevatemyselfbutlookatmeFuze.No

offensebutwearen’tgoinganywherewewilljust

beeachother’sburdensuntiloneofusbecomes

tired,I’mchoosingtoleavebecauseIwouldn’t

stomachthedayyougettiredofme”,shecameout

ofthebathroomdryingherhands

“SokahlekahleI’mafailure,youdon’tevenwantto

givemeachancetoprovemyself?”heasked

droppinghishead

“Wearebarelymakingit,nowthereisababyonthe

way,yourcontractisfinishingthismonth…nowtell

mesomething,doyouperhapsbelieveinmiracles?”



“I’makrugershorty,whenIsaidwewillfigureitout

Imeantit,allIneedfromyouisalittle

faith…ngiyakucela!Havefaithinme!”hesaid

standingtohisfeetgrabbingontoThulado’shand

“Idon’tunderstand”Thuladosaidbewildered

“Havefaithinus,havefaithinmeshorty,youwillgo

backtoMooiRiverwithsomethingwaymorebigger

thanapregnancy.Idon’twantthemtolaughatyou

andcallyounames.Allowmetoreachmyfull

capacityandIwillmakeyoucrytearsofjoy”he

saidpullingherclose

“Mhlengi!”shesaidsoftly

“shhhhstay…please!”hekissedherpullingher

evenclose

****

Thepairspoonedontheirbedbothlostinthoughts,

thesilencewasn’tgoldenatallbutitwasdeafening,

Mhlengi’sheartbeatwasfastandrapidthethought

offailingThuladoandhisunbornchildwasgiving



himheartpalpitations.Thuladolipscurvedintoa

smilewhenshethoughtaboutherbaby,she

actuallydidn’tmindcarryingalittlebundleinside

hertummy,sheturnedtofaceMhlengi.

“I’mfourmonthspregnantandIdidn’tknow”she

giggled

“Didtheytellyouthegender?”heaskedmasking

hisnerves

“NoapparentlyIwillhavetogotoascanforthat,

youaresobadyoudidn’teventellmethatIhave

gainedweight”sheslightlyslappedhisshoulder

“Youlookgoodeitherway,Ididn’tthinkitwassuch

abigdeal”hesaidsmiling

“Fuzeyouwon’tbelievethatnurseIsawtoday,she

wassohorribletome”shepouted

“IwillcomewithyounexttimesoIcanputherin

herplace”hesaidjokingly“beforeIforgetIhave

somethingforyou”hegotoutofbed,hewalked

overtohisbagandcamebackwithaboxandrolls

ofmoney.



“What’sgoingonhere?”Thuladoaskedsittingon

herbutt

“Thisisyournewphone,youcanlosethat

sgedlemba(oldfaultyphone)youarecarryingand

thisissomethingsmalltosaysorryformugging

you”hesmirkedsittingnexttoher

“Howdidyoufindtheguys?”

“Ihavemyways,I’mjusthappythattheywereable

tocompensateyou”hekissedhercheeks

“WhatisaKruger?”sheturnedtofacehim

“It’saslangforahustler”hesaidlyingonhisback

“Thankyousthandwasami,R1500asanapology?”

shechuckled“pleasetellthemtocomemugme

again”shesaidsarcastically

“ngekeuzeukubonelokho”hesaidlaughing(not

happening)

****



Twomonthslater

Senzoenteredtherestaurantandscannedaround

butcouldn’tseePhindile(Pearlssister)hedrewout

hisphoneanddialledher.

“hello”shesaidsoftly

“Pleasedon’ttellmeyoustoodmeup?”heasked

chuckling

“NoI’mrightattheback,Icanseeyou”shesaid

laughing

“Whywouldyouchoosesuchalonelytable?”he

askedwalkingtowardstheback

“I’mshyIdon’tlikethespotlight”shereplied

Senzohungupwhenshewasstandingbeforeher,

shehadlongrelaxedhairthatshetiedintoapony

tail.Shewaslookingsimpleyetbeautiful,shekind

ofremindsherofPearl.

“Howisschool”Senzoaskedfloppingonthe



oppositechair

“itsgreatthankyou”shesmiledblushing

“Sodidyourfathertalktoyouaboutsomething?”

Senzosaidgrazingherhand

“Yes,butI’mnotsureit’slikeI’mbetrayingmy

sister”shesaidlookingdown

“PearlisgoneandIthinkshewouldpreferyouto

takeoverherhousethanatotalstranger,unless

youdon’tlikeme”Senzosmiledadmiringher

innocence

“Ilikeyou”shesaidgettingredonhercheeks

“IlikeyoutooyouaresobeautifulandIwillbe

luckytohaveyouasmywife”hesaidliftingher

handtokissit

“Iwanttofinishschool”shereplied

“Iwon’tbotheryou,youcanstaywithmeandcarry

onstudying,Iwilltakecareofyou”heassuredher

“Okthen”shesaid



Theyconversedovertheirlunchwhentheywere

finishedSenzoheldherhandastheyleftthe

restaurant,shewasyellowandwithaperfectly

curvedbodyjustlikePearl.Hefeltsoluckyasifhe

wasgettinghissecondchance,theyapproached

thecarpark.Heopenedthedoorforher,Phindile

wasnotusedofsuchtreatment,beingpamperedby

handsomemanmadeherfeelsospecial.

FredSimmonsInc

MrsDlaminiclickedherheelssashayingintoFred’s

office,hestoodupfixinghisslingonhisarmand

metherhalfway,hekissedherbriefly.

“WhereisyourattitudeinfestedPA?”sheasked

scanningaround

“Shewentforadoctor’sappointment,tocheckon

herwounds”herepliedreturningtohisseat

“Andyou!Howisyourarm,Imissyou”shesaid

poutingsittingherbigbehindonFredsdesk



“Whereisyourhusband?Igotattackeditcouldbe

him,doyouthinkheknows?”Fredaskedanxiously

“Nahit’snothim,heisstilloutofthecountryplus

hewouldletyouknowitwashim,Dlaminilovesto

gloat”sheassuredhim

“Iguess…towhatdoIowethisvisit?”Fredasked

lookingbusyonhisdesk

“Ithoughtmaybeyoucouldtouchmealittle,Imiss

you”shesaidgettingdownthedeskwalking

towardshim

Shestartedunbuttoninghisshirtwhilekissinghim,

Nanabudgedintotheoffice.Shegaspedwidening

hereyes,FredpushedMrsDlaminiawayfromhim

andgotonhisfeet.Nanachargedlandingher

handsonMrsDlamini’sweave,Fredtriedtogetin

betweenthembutthepushedhimaway.Nana

sweptMrsDlaminioffherfeetshelandedonthe

floorshestartedthrowinggirlpunchesonherpretty

littleface.Fredfinallygatheredtheenergytopull

heroff.

“Nanastopit!”heroared,“andyoupleaseseeyour



wayout”hesaidpointingatMrsDlamini

Shepickedupherweavefromthefloorandputit

onflaringhernose,herchestwasrisingandfalling.

ShepointedatNanawigglingherpointerfingerthan

shewalkedoutcarryinghershoesathand.

“YoucheatingonmeFredwithamarried

woman…huh?”shesaidwithabreakingvoice

“Andwhoareyou?Mymother?Stayinyourlane

andgetbacktowork”hesaiddismissively

“Howdoyouexpectmetoworkafterallofthis?”

sheaskedwipinghertears

“Youstartingtopissmeoff,firstyoufightingwith

myclientasmyPA,howthehelldoesthatlookto

you?Ishouldn’thavehiredanilliteratehoodratlike

you,youlackclassandelegance.IthinkImadea

mistake”hespatwalkingouttheoffice

Nanasatonthecouchandcriedholdingherpainful

abdomen,justwhenshethoughtshefoundagood

maninFredhecomesanddothis.Shefeltsohurt

andused.



****

Fredenteredhiscardiallinganumber,hescanned

aroundtoseeifanyonewasatsightbutthe

basementwasdeadquiet.

“Thismustbegood”theotherpersonansweredhis

phone

“HowmuchlongermustIdothis,thesewomanare

startingtodrivemecrazy”hesaidfrustrated

“Justalittlelonger,I’mnotreadyyet”hesaidever

sochilled

“Fuckthisshit”Fredroaredangrilypunchingthe

dashboard

“Hanginthere”thevoicesaideruptinginaloud

laughter
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Chapter17

PhindileparkedoutsideSpurshewasfeelingalittle

peckishandwithagenerousloverlikeSenzoshe

coulddoanythingshewants,youseethatlittleguilt

shefeltforfindinghersistershusbandridiculously

hotandattractiveitvanishedlikeitneverexisted.



Agreeingtorebuildhersistershomewasthebest

decisionsheevermade,shefeltlikeshewasontop

oftheworld,fromastrugglingstudenttodrivingher

owncartovarsity,wellPearl'scarbelongedtoher

now.Insteadofstandinginendlessqueueswaiting

tobuymediocremealsatthecafeteriashe's

enteringSpurs…levels.

Onthefarcornershenoticedasmallgroupof

ladiessurroundedbyblue,pinkandsilverballoons

judgingbythe“mumtobe”satchelwrappedaround

theshortladyitwasababyshower,acoupleof

presentsontheseatnexttoher“arghshame"she

thoughttoherself,theymustbeimpoverished,her

babyshowerwillbebigandfancy.Thewaiter

pulledheroutofhercondescendingthoughts.

“Areyoureadytoordermam"awaiteraskedwitha

penandabookathand

“400glambchopswithveggiespleaseanda

passionfruitlemonade”sheplacedherorderever

sobougie,thewaiterdisappearedintothekitchen

area



Phindilepagedthroughherphoneboredoutofher

mind,shestumbleduponpicturesofherandSenzo

rightafterthedeed,theywerelyinginbedwithher

restingherheadonhisbuffchest.Sheaddedsome

filteronitthenposteditonhersocialmediawith

“Captionthis"shesmiledadmiringhermanandthe

lovethattheyshareuntilherphonestarted

vibratingvigorously,withmessagesaftermessages.

“isn'tthatyoursistershusband?”

“youhavenoshame,youcouldn'tevenwaitforher

todiesoyoucouldjumprightin"

“suchalazygirl,youchoosingtheeasywayout.

Youcouldn'tfindyourownman?"

“Phindileisthiswhatyourejectedmefor?”

“Chillguysandmindyourownbusiness.Thisis

actuallyallowedinthebantuculture,knowyour

historybeforeyoujudgepeople”

Theconversationgotheatedinminutesasthey



arguedaboutthis,Phindileknewshewasgoingto

bejudgedbutnotsoharshlyshequicklydeletedthe

pictureandloggedout,fortunatelythewaiter

approachedcarryingatrayoffood.Shesmiled

inwardlyreadytodevouronlyforhimtopassherto

placethefoodontopofthetablenexttoher,she

shruggedhershouldersandsighed.

****

MhlengiworkedincloseliaisonwithNanatoput

togetheraminishowerforThulado,sincetheywere

cluelessaboutthegenderitwasalittlebitof

everything,theyorderedacake,reservedatablein

onecorneratSpurandmummytobewasvery

pleased.Itwasonlythreemonthslefttillthebaby

makewaytothisworldandMhlengiwasstartingto

getusedoftheideathatsomeonewillcallhim

daddy,andthathewillberesponsibleforawhole

humanbeing.Thefeelingwasdauntingly

overwhelmingyetsothrillingatthesametime,he



satintheoppositechairgawkingatThuladoifhe

hadallthemoneyintheworld,hewouldgodown

ononekneeandgetitoveranddonewith.Hestill

couldn'tbelievehewaspairedwithsuchabeautiful

souleventhoughsheweirdlycollectsicecream

containersandbookstostackinthehouseforno

apparentreason,shewasstillperfect.Nanabroke

thesilence,itwasonlyherandtwoofThulado’s

formercolleagues.

“Okguysletmetellyouaboutmyfriendhere,Iam

theonlyfriendshemadewhenshefirstbroughther

shortselftoDurban,wejustclicked.Sheissokind

heartedandbrave,Irememberwhenwesheused

todraggedmetojoinqueueswithheratvarious

universitiesandcollegesbecauseshewantedto

studysobad,IjustgaveupIhaterejectionand

failureIcouldn'ttakeitsoIlefthertobyherself.I’m

workingasaPAtodaybecauseofher,whenI

appliedforthatjobasacleaneratFredSimmons

neverinmywildestdreamshaveIthoughtIwould

beaPAtoday.Somyfriend…thankyouforyour



wisdomandadvice,Ican'twaitforthelittlebundle

toemergesothatrichauntycanspoilhimorher.

Congratulationsyoulovebirds"shesaidliftingupa

glasswithsavanna.

“Didyouhavetolaydownourhistory”Thuladosaid

chuckling,“Thankyouthisisbeautiful”shesaid

gratefully

“Yourmanpaidforeverything,Ijustboughtthe

gifts”shesaidclarifyingthings

“ThankyouFuze"shesmiled,hernoselookingatad

biggerandherfacedecoratedwithpimples

“Iloveyou"isallMhlengihadtosay

****

Theelevatorwasn'tworkingagainsoMhlengihad

tohelpThuladowalkupthestairsatasnailpace,

hertonguewasoutpantingwhenshereachedthe

top.Mhlengipouredheracoldglassofmagalies

juiceitwasoneofherfavoritesatthemoment.She



threwherselfcarefullyonthebedkickingoffher

shoes,shereceivedherdrinkgulpingitdown

withoutbreaks.

“Ihavenoticedyouspendalotoftimehomeand

youalwaysavailablewhenIcallyou.Whendoyou

gettowork?”sheaskedarchinghereyebrow

“ItoldyouI'mnowasupervisorIgetspecial

treatment,thisisnothinglikethatwatercontract.I

haveagroupofguysundermeIteachthemskills

andwhentheyarereadyIpassedthemovertothe

foreman"heexplained

“Isee,tellmeyousawsomethingdifferentabout

Nana?"shesaidloweringhervoice

“Idon'tfollow”Mhlengisaidconfused

“ShedressesdifferentlyandIdon'tunderstandhow

shegotpromotedfromcleanertoPA"shesaid

squintinghereyes,“I'mhappyforherbutit'sjust

doesn'tmakesense”sheadded

“Maybeshegotluckyorshepaidherwayup,she

wouldn'ttellyounowwouldshe?Angithiwenayou

liketodothingsbythebook!Whileotherswantto



getrichtoday"hesaidlightlychuckling

“Paidherwaywithmoney,that’sanotherdebtto

mashonisa(loanshark),whenIleftshewasowing

aboutR1700”shereplied

“itcouldbebutthere'smanywaysandpeoplealso

getscammedbecauseofdesperation,soyour

friendprobablypaidsomeonewithmoneyorpussy.

She'stoodumbtobeaPA"hefurthersaid

“hawuMhlengi”shesaidcoveringhermouth

“What?”hechuckled,“Nanaisn'texactlyinnocent

andyouknowit,anywaythesearejustspeculations,

Icouldbewrong.Maybeshereallyearnedthatjob

inlessthanthreemonthsshe'saPA”heresponded

shrugginghisshoulder

“Ihearyou”shesaidsnugglinginbed

Mhlengiknewshewillbesnoringinafewminutes,

hebusiedhimselfpreparingingredientsfortheir

mealtonight.Whateveritismustnotbechicken

becausetheQueenwillthrowatantrumshouldshe

evencatchawhifforaglimpseofit.Heactually

founditfascinatinghowshortyhasdepicteda



suddenchange,ifonlythehormonescouldcause

hertodislikehercollectionsthatirkedhimsomuch,

becausetheroomwassmallandnowveryconfined

becausethebloodyicecreamcontainersandbooks

areheretostay.

****

FredSimmonsInc.

NanaandFredweresmoochingfondlingwitheach

otherintheofficewhenthedoorknobmadea

soundinindicationthatsomeonewastryingto

forcetheirwayin,Fredletgoofhertoopenthe

door,hiseyeswidenedtheywereasbigassaucers

accompaniedbylaboredbreathing.Heslowly

steppedbacktillhereachedhisdesk,hisgazedstill

fixedontheroundmanwithhisgoons.Fred

swallowedsalivaquicklyaimingtocoathisdry

throatbutitfailed,hestartedsweatingandtheurge

toloosenhistieandunbuttonatleastthree



buttonsfromhisshirtwastherebuthewouldn't

daremove,hedidn'twanttolifthiseyesawayfrom

him.

“PourmeadrinkSimmons,willyou"?Theround

manaskedinasqueakyvoice

“Dlamini!Youarebackintown”Fredsaidinahigh

pitchtryingtocalmhimselfdown

Nanacouldsensetheawkwardnesssoshequickly

gatheredafewglassesandabottleofwhiskey

placingitinthetray,shecuppedacoupleofice

cubesandservedthemen.

“Areyoufuckingthisonetoo"Dlaminiaskedwhile

gropingNana'sass,shejumpedinshock

“WhatdoyoumeanbythatDlamini?”hereplied

downinghisdrinkinonego

“Easyonthedrinkboy,Iknowyouwerefucking

yourlatePAthat'swhyI'maskingifyouarefucking

thisonetoo"hesaidcheckingNanaout

“Sirthisisaworkingenvironment,Idon'tthinkit's

appropriateforyoutotalklikethatletalonetouch



myworkersinthatmanner"Fredsaidsternly

“Iknowyoufuckingher”hesaidlaughing

“HowcanIhelpyoutoday?”Fredaskedtryingto

changethesubject“orbetterstillhowwas

Germany?”Fredaskedslightlyrelaxing

“ItwasgooduntilIarrivedtoabruisedwife,you

knowtheamountofmoneyIspendonthatgirl?She

evenhasinsuranceforherskinbutIfoundher

bruisedFred.It'slikeshewasfightingwith

someone”hesaidlookingatNana,shequickly

lookedawaywithherheartpounding.“whatIdon't

understandiswhywouldsomeonehitmywife

becauseshe'sgotallthemoneytoberelaxingand

sippingonhercocktails,massagesandallthat

charade.Inallofthatshechosetoendupfighting

likeahoodrat…woman!”hesaidpouringhimselfa

secondhelping

“ThereasonwhyIwon'tmarry,thesebeautiful

creaturescomewithaheadache”Fredsaid

laughingnervously

“Youshouldgetmarriedit'sgood,haveyourown



pussy,givehermoneyshewillturnyourhouseinto

ahome,butwhenyoudojustchosetheonewho

willbearyoukidsnotlikemines,she'smoreworried

aboutherwaist”hesaidsadly

“Hardpass,Idon'tevenwantkids"Fredsaid

laughing

“Thenwhoareyoubuildingthisempireforboy?”he

saidpointingaroundtheroom

“Myself”hesaidsinkinginhischair,itwasasif

thesequestionswereburninghim

“Heyyou"MrDlaminiscreamedatNana“come

here"hegesturedwithhishand

Nanawassoscaredshecouldhardlyspeak,she

followedorderslikeanobedientlittlegirl.

“Liftupyourskirtandsitonmylap"MrDlamini

ordered

“Nothappening“Fredsaidstandingup

“Sitthefuckdownboy"MrDlaminispat

“Whatthehellareyoudoingman?”Fredscreamed



“Makesurehedoesn'tdisturbme"MrDlaminisaid

tohisgoons

TheyheldFredbackwhilehekickedandscreamed

tryingtobreakfree,hewasmanythingsbutnota

rapists,andtobepresentwhileawomanwasbeing

violatedwasenoughtodrainenergyoutofhim.He

tearedsilentlyasNanaheldinhersobswithagun

stuckonherhead,theroundmanwasdone.He

wasridiculouslysweatingasifheranamarathon

fromDurbantoPMB,heclothedhimselfandtold

Nanatogobacktowork.

“Yousonofabitchyouwillpayfordoingthatyou

patheticweakling"Fredsaidgrittinghisteeth

“Nexttimeyourbitchwillthinktwicebefore

touchingmywife"withthathestoodupandwalked

outfollowedbyhisgoons

Nanafloppedherheadonherdeskandcried,Fred

tightenedhislipstakinglongstridestowardsher,he

caressedherfrombehind.



“I'msorrybabe,lookIwillfixthis.Iwantyoutotake

theweekoff,Iwillbookyouinabeautyparlorand

youcandowhateveryouwant.Justdon’tsaya

wordtoanyoneok?AfterallofthisIwillarrange

therapyforyou,don’tletmedownokay…Iknowyou

wontbelievemebutIloveyou”.

Nanaremainedmutewhileshecollectedher

belongingsshovingtheminherbag,sheswitched

offherlaptopandwalkedout.Fredpeepedoutthe

doortocheckifshewasreallygone,whenheheard

theelevatorpingingatfirstfloorhequicklylocked

doorandsatcomfortablyonhischair.Hedialeda

numberonhispersonalphone.

“I'mdisowningyou,likewecannotberelated,what

atorturousscene.Manyoujuststoodthere

helplesslywhilethatorosdishonoredourbearer…

whatthefuckFred?Youdidfakol"heroared

“Frankshutup,Ineedsolutionsnotlectures”he

saiddefendinghimself

“It'syourturntogoonholiday,I'mcomingback”he

cuthimshort



“Nothappening,youwillrunthiscompanytothe

ground.Youveryreckless"heshouted

“Yeahyeahlies,I'mmoreslythanyou.Iknow

damnrightIwouldn'tbewhereyouarenow"he

spat

“Yeahbecauseyouwouldbesurroundedbydead

bodies,hardpass"hesaidheavingasigh

“It'stimeanyway,expectmethisweekend”he

scoffed

“FrankIknowIwaspanickingandwantedyouto

returnbutit'snotagreatidea.EveryonethinksI

rapedAngelandnowtheythinkIkilledPearlsojust

laylowuntilallofthisblowsup,Iwillfindawayto

bringthebearerforcleansing”hepleaded

“IhearyoubutwhyshouldIlaylow?”Frankasked

confused

“Iknowyoukilledthem"hesaiddisappointed

“Youmad,I'meverythingexceptarapistman,Angel

wasjustakid"hesaidoffended

“Thenwhythekidsaiditwasme?”heasked



“Idon'tknowbutthatisjustsick"hesaiddisgusted

“AndPearl?”hearchedhiseyebrowasifFrank

couldseehim

“Ilovedthatpussyasmuchasyoudidbro,I

wouldn'thave”

“Thenwhat'sgoingon?”Fredaskeddefeated

“Idon'tknowbutwewillfindoutsoonIguess"he

saidhangingup.

****

SenzofrownedwhenhenoticedthepicturePhindile

postedwasremovedjustwhenhewasaboutto

reactwithaheart,hethoughtitwascuteanddidn't

minditbeingpublic,infactitwasperfect.He

wantedtotaghimselfsoThuladocancatcha

glimpseofwhatsheismissing.Phindilewas

curvaceous,tallandyellowsurelythatwouldgrab

Thulado’sattention.HedialledPhindile.

“Hey”shesaidalmostwhispering



“whyareyouwhispering?”heaskedconfused

“Ijustenteredclass,wastheresomethingyou

needed"sheasked

“IwantyoutoputthatpicturebackonFacebook

thentagmeonit,it'scute.Whywouldyouremove

it”heasked

“Wellpeoplestartedcommenting...So"shedragged

“Sowhat,areyouashamedofme?”

“No"Phindilesaidalittleloud

“Thenputitbackdon’tdissapointme,justblock

whoeverhasaproblemwithus…okbaby"hesaid

seductively

“Ok"Phindilesaidblushing

ThelecturerenteredtheroomPhindiledroppedthe

callandpreparedherselfforthelesson.Meanwhile

Senzopagedhisphonestreamingthrough

Thulado’spictures,hisheartstartedbeatingfast

thensadnessclothedhimsinceshechose

someoneelseoverhim.Hestumbleduponapicture

ofherandMhlengi,youcouldtellitwasthat



swarthyboybyhishideousblackfadedhoodie,he

wascradlingThuladoandshewaslaughingaway

lookingsobeautiful,Mhlengiwasfacingthe

oppositedirectioninthatwayyoucouldn'tseehis

face.Senzoreactedwithalaughingemojithenhe

blockedPhindilefromseeinghisreactions,andhe

leftasarcasticcommentbeforeloggingout.

*NowIknowwhyphotoshopwascreated

nonethelessyoulookgorgeouscutie*

Heshovedhisphoneinhispocketandreturned

insidewherethesoccerstarheworksforwas

leadingameetingforabusinessventurehewanted

toembarkonapartfromplayingsoccer.
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Chapter18

Mhlengitiptoedcomingoutofthebathroomsothat

hedoesn'twakeupshorty,shewasrestlessthe

entirenighthehadtoopenthewindowsforherto

getsomesleep,itmustbetheDurbanhumidity,it

seemstoworseneveryyear.Healwaysobserves

Thuladoasshewaddlesaboutherday,shewas

shortyetcute,hecouldn'twaittowitnessher

nurturingtheirbaby,whenitcametoshortyhewas

certainthatshewillmakeasplendidmother.

Mhlengisucceededinpaddingarounduntilhe

mistakenlykickedoneofThulado’scontainersand

theyallcametumblingdownscatteringalloverthe

room,hecursedunderhisbreath“damnitbloody



tubs!".Hestackedthemuputterlyvexed,Thulado

satonherbuttrubbinghereyes.

“What'salltheruckusabout?”shesaidinaraspy

voicethensheyawned

“Youneedtothrowthisgarbage!”Mhlengisaid

angrilypointingatthepile

“ButItoldyouI'mgoingtousethem"shesaidgoing

backtosleep

“Forwhathuh?”heasked

Thuladocoveredherselfwithablanketwithmeans

toignorethequestion.Mhlengiclickedhistongue

andcontinuedgettingready,heputonhisoveralls

andconstructionbootsthenhepickeduphisbagto

leave.Hemadeau-turnatthedoor.Herummaged

intothedrawerscomingoutwithablackplasticbag,

heshovedthecontainersinsidealongwiththeold

booksthathascollecteddustedandhoistedthe

bagoutofthehouse.AssoonasMhlengiwasout

ofsightThuladosobbedpainfully,shecouldn't

believethatMhlengicanbesoheartless,she

quicklygotoutofbedpushinginherslippers.She



randownthestairswithherbigstomachpointing

theway,stillinhertightnightgown,shegreetedthe

securityguardinarushpassingbypantinglike

deerthirstyforwater.Fortunatelyshecouldsave

hercollection.

Shestoodonhertiptoestryingtograbitout,she

wasstickinghertongueoutstretchinghershort

arms,thesecurityshookhisheadwalkingtowards

therubbishpoint.Hegrabbedthepacketforher

holdinginalaugh,Thuladothankedhimwithtears

inhereyes.Shethenwalkedbackintotheflat,she

ranupthestairswithaplanofvengeance,she

wantedtoarrangeherthingsagain“whatgiveshim

therighttothrowherstuffoutlikethat”shethought

toherself,sheevenclickedhertonguethinking

abouthisswarthyfaceandwhiteteeth,not

forgettingaboutthosedimpleshewashandsome

butshortofahardslapacrosshisblackfaceshe

arguedinherhead.Sheeventhoughtofwaysto

teachhimalesson,deepinthoughtsshe

accidentallymissedastepandtoppleddownthe

stairs,theblackbagflewintheairbutlandedback



onherstomachshescreamedinagony,the

securityranupthestairs.

HefoundThuladocoveredincontainersandbooks

heimmediatelygotalarmedbecauseshewas

pregnant.HedialledMhlengiknowingthe

ambulancewilltakelong.Thesecurityhelpedher

upleadinghertothesecurityhousebytheentrance,

Mhlengiwasbackattheflatin30minuteshewas

fumingwhenhespottedtheforbiddencontainers,

hewentpassThuladowhowassittingdown

drowninginherowntearsbythesecurity.He

disappearedupthestairsinafewminuteshe

camebackdownwithagownandhercliniccard,he

requestedanUbertoAddingtonhospital.

FredSimmonsInc.

Fredhadasteamingcupofcoffeeinhishand,he

lookedoutthewindowlostinthoughts,theselittle

incidentswerestartingtogivehimsleeplessnights.

Whatifsomeoneisouttheretogethim?Whilehe



gallivantsmystified,hepinchedthebridgeofhis

noseasconfusioncreptin.Heturnedaround

lookingtothedoorwhenheheardthesoundof

heelsclicking,shesuddenlylookedordinaryand

unpleasant.Herhipsandassseemed

overwhelminglyunattractive,theyweren'tthesame

packagethatluredhimintobeddingher,maybeit's

becauseherorosmancameanddiddespicable

thingsinfrontofhim,hewasstillthinkingifwaysto

makehimpay.

“HowcanIhelpyouPurity?”Fredsaidcuttingtothe

chase

“I'mhornyandImissyou"shesaidslightlyshaking

herbodyexcitedly

“LasttimeIcheckedyouweremarriedMrsDlamini”

heexclaimedfloppingonhischair

“Andthefoulmood?”sheaskedconcerned

“Idon'twantyouanymoreok?Justfixyour

marriageandleavemealone"Fredsaid

disinterested

“Fredno…youknowyouaremyremedy.Dlaminiis



justahusbandbyname,hisboringanddoesn't

satisfymebutwithyouIfeelaliveandyoumake

mehappy”shesaidpleading

“Idon'tgiveafuckPurity,Idon'tknowwhatmakes

youthinkIcare.Youmarriedyourorosknowingly

becauseofhismoney,yougotthesoftlifebutyou

nothappy.Howthefuckisthatmyproblem?You

madeyourchoicegoforyourfancytreatmentand

vacations,thisisyourlifesisi”hesaiddismissively

“Fred!Whatchanged?YouknowIdon'tmindbeing

yoursecretitdoesn'tbotherme.Justpleasedon't

shutmeout,doyouknowhowhardIworkedtobe

heresoIcanseeyou"shescoffed

“DlaminicamehereandrapedNanainfrontofme

justbecauseyoutwowerefighting,angithiyouare

marriedtoyourdaddieswhomfightyourbattles,I

takeresponsibilityforthefightbecauseNanaismy

problembutIdetestrapists.Soforgivemefor

wantingnothingtodowithyouandyourpig.I'm

cancellingbusinesswithyouaswell”hespat

“Hedidwhat?”shesaidcoveringhermouth



droppingherbag,“Howdidheevenknow,hedidn't

askandIdidn'tsayanything”shewidenedhereyes.

“What?Shit"Fredsaidgettingonhisfeet,“You

needtogetoutofhereNOW!”Hescreamed

ItwasalittletoolatebecauseinrolledinDlamini

withhisgoons,thesmirkonhisfacewas

unmissable,hewasproudofhimself.Fredfelt

sweattricklingdownhisface,thisroundpig

seemedtobestepsaheadofhim…buthow?

****

AtthehospitalThuladowassnuggedinabed,it

wasjustherandMhlengiwaitingonthedoctorto

doascanforthem,theroomwassilentasagrave

justaglarehereandthere.Thedoctorwalked

squintinghiseyesattheclipboard,hetightenedhis

lipslookingatThuladowithwarningeyes.

“Youneedtobecarefulnow,rememberyouare

carryingpreciouscargo"hesaidpullingachairto



sitnexttoher,Mhlengihadhisheadburiedinhis

hands.

“Thebabyisokayright?”Thuladoaskedworryingly

“Welltheuterusishighlyprotected,itissurrounded

bystrongmusclesandamnioticfluidstoensure

safetytothefoetus.Inyourcasethefallwasminor

IdoubttheywillbecomplicationsbutIwilldoa

scannowtoconfirm”heinformed

“Itumbleddownthestairsandthestufffellonmy

tummy"Thuladosaidanxiously

“Howareyoufeeling?”heasked

“IfeelfinebutIcan'thelptoworry”Thuladosaid

“Lookyouneedbeextravigilantbecauseahardfall

canbreakyourbones,andcancauseplacental

abruption,theamnioticfluidscanleakorthebaby

mighthavesomecomplicationslikeafetalskull

injuryandsoon.Thoughit'sunlikelybutitcan

happen,nowliftupyournightdresssoIcandoa

scan,Mhlengislowlypickeduphisheadatthe

mentionofpiecesofclothingbeingliftedup,he

watchedasthedoctorsmearedthecoldgelon



Thulado’sstomach.Hemaneuveredthe

sonographydevicearoundhertummywhilehis

eyeswerefixedonthescreen,afterhewas

satisfiedhesmiledlookingattheparentstobe.

“Everythingiswell,thebabiesarewell

congratulationsoncemore"hesaidtothem

“babies?”theybothsaidtogetherlikeachoir

“Yeahyoucarryingtwins”heassuredthem

Hethenpointedatthetwoblobsonthescreen,he

showedthemtheheadandotherbodypartsthat

theycouldsee.HesignedThulado’sdischarge

papersandreleasedthem.Mhlengirequested

anotherUberhewassotroubledhecouldn'teven

bringhimselftotalk.Thuladofrownedwhenhesaw

himpointingatacar.

“Idon'tmindtakingataxiFuze,weshouldn'twaste

money”Thuladosaidbreakingthesilence

“It'sokay”,Mhlengisaidsoftly

Heopenedthedoorforhercarryingherbelongings



intheother,theyhoppedinandtheUberdriver

pressedontheaccelerator.

****

FredSimmonsInc.

EarlieronMrDlaminiambushedFredcatchinghim

redhandedwithPurity.Peopledidn'tunderstand

loveDlaminihadforhistrophywife,thejoyhegets

whenheflauntsaroundhisbeautifulflowertohis

businessassociates,shecouldgoanywherewith

Purityandhewillcommandrespect.Evenashort

fatmanlikehimcangetaflawlessgirllikeher,it's

amazingwhatmoneycandoforyou,butnow

handsomeboyslikeFredwanttocomeanddestroy

hishomejustlikethat.Dlaminiwasnothavingit!

HisgoonsfloodedinfirstgrabbingPurity.

“Goandlockherinthecar"Dlaminiinstructed,two

ofhisgoonspickedupascreamingandkicking



PurityoutofFred'soffice

“Youarestartingtobecomeanuisance”,Fredsaid

steppingclosewithhissuddenconfidence

“BoyI'mgoingtoteachyoualessonyouwillnever

forget,Ihavebeenwatchingyoufeastingonmy

wife…ngizokubulalawenanja"hesaidspitting

“Youknowyourwifeisnoteventhatgood,niceass

thoughbutshe'saverageyenashame,butforyou

togoaroundrapinggirlsbecauseI'mproperly

fuckingyourwifesomethingyoucan'tdo"Fredsaid

lightlychuckling“it'swrongOros,youshouldbe

thankingme"hewhisperedinhisears

Dlaminiwasblinkingrapidly,hewasfuming.He

orderedhisguystoholdFreddownsohecould

teachathingortwoformessingwithhim,theguys

grabbedhimbutjustashetriedtoswingapunch

Fredjumpedkickedhimwhiletheotherguysheld

himonbotharmsDlaminiwentflytothefloor,his

roundbodythuddedonthefloorwithabouncelike

aball.HisgoonsgotangrytheypinnedFredtothe

wall,MrDlaministruggledtogetupbutwhenhe



wasfinallyonhisfeet,hecharged.Thedooropened

everyonestoppedtolookatthatdirection,the

shockandconfusionwaswrittenontheirface.

“lethimgo!I'mtheonewhofuckedyourwife"

Franksaidswaggeringin

Hewasadornedinaslimfitsuit,combatbootsand

achiskopthegrinonhisfacewasawfullyannoying.

HewasasplitimageofFred,theonlydifference

wasthehair.MrDlaminiopenedhismouthtryingto

processeverythingbuthewentdry.

“WhichoneisFred"Dlaminiaskedperplexed

“HisFred"Frankpointed“butI'mtheonewho

fuckedPurity"hesaidagain

“butIcaughtthemredhanded”Dlaminisaidangrily

“Hepretendstobemefromtimetotimebuthe

doesn'tfuckmywomen”Franksaidpouringhimself

adrink

DlaminichargedathimbutFredscreamedathim.

“Nodon'ttouchhim!”butitwastoolate



Dlamini’sbodywastoastonthefloor,hisguards

shookinfeartheyhaveneverseenanythinglike

this.Franklaughed.

“Don'tbescaredbecausenoneofyouareleaving

herealive,onceyoudonebeingfrightenedcome

andtouchme"thegoonscouldpeeonthemselves

asfearclothedthem.

“SeriouslyFrankinmyoffice”Fredsaidannoyed

“It'snotmyfault,hewantedtotouchme"hesaid

grinning

“Sowhatdowesonow?”Fredasked

“Weneedtotakethebearertothesanctuaryfor

cleansing,whereisshe?”Frankasked

“IbookedherinahotelinuMhlanga"Fredsaid

“IwilllaylowuntilIcooldownthenyoucan

introduceme"Franksaidgulpinghisdrink

“Finebymeandthesefools?”Fredaskedlookingat



thebuffguys

“comeandtouchmeboys”hesaidwalkingcloser

tothem

TheystaggeredbackmovingawayfromFrank,Fred

couldn'tstoplaughing.

****

Nanawaswrappedinawhitefluffygownanda

100%cottontowelonherhead,shelookedlike

somethingoutofamagazine.Shestrolledaround

thehotelwithnothingtodo,shealreadyordered

roomservice,attendedallthebeautysessionsthat

areonofferandnowwhat?SheyankedheriPhone

outofthechargerscrollinglookingforthecamera.

Shesatontheottomanandstartedsnapping

picturesofherselfandpostedthemonInstagram

captioningitwith“softlife"outoftheblueshe

receivedsomuchlikes,somethingthathasnever



happenedbefore.Shegaspedinshockthenshe

decidedtofuelthingsupbyclimbingonthebed

exposingherlegs,thenshedroppedthegowna

littleshowinghershoulderswithonehandcovering

herbreastsyoucouldswearshewasposingfora

modellinggig.Lastlyshetookcandidselfies

outsidethebalcony.Itwasalloversocialmediaas

peoplestartedsharingherpicturessothatshe

couldtrend,apartfromallthehorriblethingsshe

wasgoingthroughthisfeltgood.

Justwhenshewasretiringtobedshereceiveda

callfromFred,shesatonherbuttclearingher

throat.

“Hey"shesaidsoftly

“Areyougood,Icanseeyourpicturestrendingon

socialmedia!”Fredaskedconcerned

“YeahI'mfine,IwasjustboredsoIdecidedtotake

pictures”shesaidthrowingherhandsintheair

“Thepicturesarenicebutnowalltheseguyswillbe

afteryouwhentheyseeyourbody"hesaidlightly



chuckling

“There'snothingniceaboutmybody,there'salotof

beautifulgirlsoutthere"shesaidshyly

“likeyou"Fredsaid,“Youcandowhateveryoulike

thereandIwanttointroduceyoutomybrotherthis

weekend.Fromtherewewilltakeyouhome”he

added

“Youwanttointroducemetoyourfamily?”Nana

askedsoundingexcited

“Yesbaby,I'msorryaboutwhathappenedbutas

promisedIwillfixit"hehungup

Nana'slipscurvedintoasmile,thiswasbigrealbig.

Aslongasshedoesn'tbumpintothatfatmanshe

willbefine,herdreamswereslowlycomingtrue.

Shewentbackonsocialmediaandsawthousands

offriendrequestsandcommentsonherpictures,

shesmirkedandattendedtothem.
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Chapter19

“Alittlebutterformybread!Butmyvoiceisdried

outtorejoice“

Mhlengipackedthegroceriesneatlyinthe

cupboardandinthefridge,itwasthelastFridayof

themonth…Payweekend,youcouldtellthatpeople

arecashedupjudgingbythevibeymusicandthe

aromaofabraaiwaftingintheair.Durbanisalways



alivebutattheendofthemonthpeoplewantto

haveagoodtime,soalcohol,meatanddancingitis.

Thuladosatonthebedhuggingherlegs,shewas

stillheldontothatfallingepisodesheexperienced

theotherday,Mhlengicamehomeandshoutedat

hersomuchthatsheweepedherheartout,but

Mlengistormedoutleavingherlikethat.Laterinthe

eveninghecamebackallcalmandapologized,but

uptillnowshortyisstilltraumatized,Iguessshe

didn'tknowthatMhlengihaditinhimtoactually

raisehisvoiceather.

Mhlengifoldedtheplasticbagsshovingtheminthe

cupboard,hesighedsittingontheedgeofthebed

scratchinghisscruffyhair.HelovedThuladobut

couldn’tstomachthisissueoficecreamtubs

takingovertheirpersonalspace,hedidn’t

understandwhyThuladocouldn’tjustdiscardthem,

shecriespainfullyeverytimeheattemptstogetrid

ofthem.

“I’mgoingout"Mhlengisaidwithoutmakingeye

contact



“Youdon’twantmeanymoreMhlengi,pleasetell

mesothatIcanpackmybagsandgobackhome.

Youdon’tspendevenanhourhome"shesaid

tearfully

“I’mjustgoingoutforanhourIwillbeback,Iwant

tocatchupwithmyfriendssincewehardlysee

eachother”Mhlengiansweredher

“FineI'mjustgoingtositherealonewhileyougo

havefunwithyourfriends”shesaidturningaway

givinghimherback

“YoucancallNanaandhangout”Mhlengi

suggested

“No!youknowNanacan’tcomehere"shecuthim

short

“ExactlyandIwonderwhysheisn’tallowedto

comehere”,hesaidlookingforahoodieinthe

wardrobe

Thuladojumpedoutofbedfuming,shecharged

towardsMhlengi.Hejustheldherarmspinningher

tothewall.



“I’mgoingout!Eitheryoulikeitornot.I’mnotokay

withallofthisIneedsomefreshair,maybethis

clutterworksforyoubutformeit’sdisturbing.Soon

wewillhavechildrenThulado.Notonebuttwo,now

tellmehowareyougoingtocarefortheminthis

dumpster?Iknowyouareacleanpersonbecause

youscrubtheflat,youpackthingsupnicelyand

youdon’twantthingslyingaroundcarelesslyonthe

floorbutthis”hepointedatthepiles“thisisbullshit,

Ihateit…Ican’teventhinkinthisplaceshorty…

throwthisshitaway"heslightlyshookherandlet

goofher.

Mhlengigatheredhishousekeys,cellphoneandhe

left.Thuladodroppedherfaceandcried,atthisvery

momentsheregrettedeverlettingMhlengiintoher

life,andshemissedherlittleshack.Lifewassimple

andhappythere,shewouldcollectherbelovedtubs

andbooksinpeace,nooneexceptNanaasked

aboutthem.Theyjustdon’tgethowimportant

theseitemsweretoher,shestartedthinkingabout

themillionthingsshecanusethemfor,shecould

plantsomeherbsandleaveitoutintheverandafor



somevitaminsfromthesun.Shecouldusethemto

storegrainsandcereal,thebookswereobviousshe

stillhadtofindtimeperhapswhenthebabiesare

bornshewillsitandreadthemonebyone.How

doesMhlenginotseeallofthis?

MeanwhileMhlengisatonthesandbythebeach,

themoneyflowwasokaybutnowthere'stwo

babiesandthatwassomethingtoworryabout,then

there'sthatfilthdrivinghisheadin.“Maybeit'sthe

pregnancy"heencouragedhimselfbuthe

rememberedseeingthesameclutterinherold

homewhenhewashidingfromthemob.Hedidn't

payattentionbackthenbutnowitwasrightinhis

face,heglancedathiswatchandstoodonhisfeet

dustingthesandoffhissweatpants,heboltedto

thetaxistopluckilySouthbeachisnevershortof

transport.Hehoppedintoabangingtaxiitwas

Fridaysothemusicwasonfullvolume.Hejumped

outbehindUshakaMarineandbegantakingastroll

headingintothecentre,heglancedathiswatch

oncemoreandhewasjust2minuteslateforhis



appointment.Thereceptionistwelcomedhimin.

“WelcometoMonstainkuShakasir,appointmentor

walkin?”theladysaidcalmly

“Appointment!”Mhlengianswered”

“Name?”sheaskedoglinghimunderherglasses

“MhlengiNgcobo”heansweredimpatiently

“ohyouaretheonedoingthethreepiece,go

throughthatdoorhiswaitingforyou"the

receptionistsaid,Mhlenginoddedanddashed

throughthatdoor

AtSenzo'shouse

Phindilewaswearingadeepvneckshortdressyou

couldseeherbuttcheeks,Senzoloveditwhenshe

seductivelyambledaroundthehousewithcloseto

nothing,shewouldbedroppingandpickingup

invisibleobjectsonthefloorjustsohecansee



hiddenthings,Phindilewasdefinitelymorefunthan

PearlyoucouldsayshewasmuchmoreintoSenzo

thanhersistereverwas.Shewasstandingatthe

verandatakingavideoofSenzodoingpushupsby

thegrass.

“Don'tjuststandtherecomeandjoinme"Senzo

saidpanting,hegotupwalkingtowardsherwith

sweatmakingtrailsdownhismuscularbody.

Phindileraninsidethehousebeforehecouldgeta

holdofher,knowinghimhewouldswoopherfrom

thegroundandshedidn'twanthissweatwetting

hernicedress.Senzodidn’tcareaboutthedress,it

washishardearnedmoneythatwasusedtobuyit

thereforehechasedafterher,thesoundofthe

buzzergoingoffdisturbedthem.

Senzoopenedthegatewithoutevencheckingwho

wasoutside,hewentintohisroomtogetaT-shirt

andhefoundPhindilelyingonhertummyherbutt

barelycovered,hechuckledbecauseheknewwhat

shewanted.

“Wehaveaguest”hesaidpullingheroffthebed

andfixingherdress



Theywalkedbackintothelivingroomholding

handsbutSenzostoppedathistrackswhenhesaw

whoitwasoutsidehisdoor,hechargedtowardshis

direction.

“YouarenotwelcomedhereFred"hesaidpointing

athimwavinghispointerfingervigorously

“ChillMsenzmanit'smeFrank"heflashedhimhis

signaturecockysmile

SenzorelaxedabitbecauseonlyFranksmiledlike

that,heexhaledopeningtheburglarguardgate.

Theybrohugchucklingit'salmostayearwithout

seeingnorcommunicatingwithhim.

“It’sbeenaminutebro,Igoawayacoupleof

monthsourbrotherhoodisbrokenbecauseof

pussy?Reallyman?”Frankaskedperplexed

“Itwasn'tjustpussybraitwasmywifeFrank,I

expectedthiskindofbehaviourfromyousinceyou

alwaysbeenawomanizerbutFreditwastoomuch

andIknowyouheardaboutAngel…adoctorsaid

mygirlsaiditwasFredwhorapedandstabbedher"



hesaidsadly

“NowelovedAngellikeourownIcanputmylife

downtostandagainstthat,Fredwouldneverhurt

Angellikethatman,andIhavesathimdowntotalk

aboutwhattranspiredbetweenthetwoofyou,it’s

notcoolguyswecomealongway.I’msurewecan

findawaytoputthisbehindussowecanwork

togetherinfindingoutwhokilledPearlandAngel”

hesaidpleadingly

“Idon’tknowman,youknowhehasn’teven

apologized,hejustmovedonwithhislifelikehe

didn’tjustruinedmines”hesaidarchinghis

eyebrows

“Hewantstoobuthisscaredbecausehe

understandsthedamagehecaused,comeon

MsenzmanI’mbackeverythingwillbebacktohow

theywere”heassuredhim

“Finebuthestillneedstoapologizetome,Iwant

himtokissmyfeetandabrandnewcaras

compensation”hesaidchuckling

“Youcanputthatupwithhim,howiseverything?



Howareyouman?Onceagainmycondolencesbra

Pearlwasagoodwomanhey,youlostadiamond

there”hesaidsmirking

“ArghIdon’twanttotalkaboutPearlGodhasgiven

measecondchance,meetmywifetobe”hesaid

lookingatPhindilewhohavebeenquietlysitting

andlisteningtotheirconversation

Franktookonelookatherandfrownedatthe

resemblance,butquicklyfixedhisfacewithhis

milliondollarsmile.

“Nicetomeetyoumiss”hesaidpolitely

“SheisactuallyPearlsyoungersister,ourtradition

allowsustoremarryfromthefamilyaslongasthe

maidenagrees.Phindilegavemeasecondchance

tohappiness”hesaidstaringandsmilingata

blushingPhindile

“Excusemymanners”Frankstoodupandshook

Phindile’shandgentlysqueezingitanditwasso

soft.“Ohwowaren’tyoualuckyman,she’s

gorgeous”hesaidlookingatSenzo,“nicetomeet



youagainmaPI’mFrank”heclosed

“Youandyourbrotherneedtogoandfindyour

fathersothatyoucanbewelcomedbyyour

ancestors,andstopbeingtroublesome,nidingi

amasiko(youneedaritual)whoknowsmaybeyou

willbeluckyandmeetabeautifulwomantoo”

Senzosaidchuckling

“IfI’mguaranteedawifewithbeautifulyounger

sisters,Iwillswallowmyprideandlookforthat

motherfucker”hesaidsarcastically

“MaybeFredwillstopsneakinguponpeople’s

wives,onedayhewilldiebecauseofthis.People

don’tplaywiththeirwives”Senzosaidsternly

“Ihearyoumanbutwearenotwastingourenergy

lookingforamanwhodidn’tbother,mymother

struggledtillherlastbreathraisingus.Lookatus

today,doesitlooklikeweneedhim?Hellnohecan

stayunknownwearegood

“Maybeyouhavesiblingsoutthere,whatifyou

sleepwithyourhalf-sister?”Senzoprobed

“Idon’tgiveafuck,it’snotmyfault.It’snotlikeI



knowthem,alsocanwestoptalkingaboutthat

douchebag…heymaPdoyouhaveothersistersor

cousinthatlookslikeyou?”heaskedplayfully

“No”Phindilesaidblushing“itwasjustPearland

therestareshortanddark”sheanswered

“SoyouarePearlssister,samemotherandsame

father?”heaskedagain

“Yeah”shesaidnoddingherhead

“Babepleasegetussomedrinks”Senzosaid

squeezingherthigh

PhindilestoodupinhershortdressFrankshuthis

eyesbitinghislipsilentlyandsneakilysoSenzo

doesn’tseehim,shewasjustliketheirPearl,body

structureeverything.Hecouldjustimaginehowshe

tastedinbetweenherlegs.Hepretendedtobe

lookingathiswatchanxiously.

“EishMsenzmanIneedtodashout,FredandIare

drivinghome.Iwillseeyouwhenwereturn”hesaid

withatonefilledwithurgency



“Awsosoon,anywayIwillseeyouwhenyoureturn

then”hereplied

Hehurriedlyboltedoutthehouseintothestreet

whereFredwasparkedunderatree,heopenedthe

passengerseatandentered.

“Andthen?”Fredaskedbaffled

“Pearlhasasister,she’sflamesandthatfoolis

readytomarryher”Franksaidannoyed

“Ithinkwedidquitewellforthenext5years,let’s

leaveSenzoalone.Thepoorguysufferedalotin

ourhands,wegotwhatwewantedlet’sturnablind

eye”Fredbegged

“Iwon’tgetcaughtlikeyou,waituntilyouseeherI

wanttoseeifyouwillsaythesamething.She’shot

andIjustwanttotapthatassonly”hesaidwitha

smirk

“Rememberthebearersheneedstostayhappyor

thiswillbackfire,imagineifshefindsoutaboutus

screwingthisflameyouaretalkingabout”Fredsaid

sternly



“NahFredpleasedon’tmakethistooformal,keepit

coolotherwiseyouwillgivehertoomuchpower,I

thinkit’sbestshedoesn’tknow”Frankdismissed

him

Fredglaredathimanddroveoff…

****

Thetwinsarrivedatthehotelrestaurantwherethey

weremeetingNana,Fredtextherwiththetable

numbertheyhadbookedjustsotheydon’tget

disturbed.Nanawalkeddownthestairshesawa

glimpseofsomeoneandshewassureitwasFred

headingtothetoilet,shesmiledandproceededto

theirtable.Asshegotclosershepausedlooking

confused,shecouldswearshejustsawhim

enteringthetoilet,shehesitantlywalkedtowards

thetablelookingtoandfro.Franknoticedthissohe

stoodupmeetingherhalfway,heheldherbyher

waistpullingherclosetocleartheuncertainty,he

recognizedherinstantlyfromallthetimeshe



connectedwithhisbrother.Heknewhowshe

moanedandwhichspecialspotstotouch,he

smashedontoherlips.Nanawelcomedhimasthey

wereatthebackawayfrompryingeyes,thekiss

deepeneduntilFredshowedup.

“Babewhatthefuck?”hesaidthrowinghishandsin

theair

“Huh”Nanasaiddartinghereyesbackandforth,

shestoodinthemiddlebewildered.Sheactually

couldn’ttellwhichoneshe’sfucking

“Youkissingmybrother”Fredadded

“Ithoughtitwasyou...I-Iyoudidn’ttellmeyouhave

anidenticaltwin”Nanasaidinherdefence

“That’swhyIwantedtointroduceyou,Ican’t

believeyoucouldn’ttellitwasn’tme”hesaid

dramaticallyrollinghiseyes

Nanastoodthereembarrassedthatheactually

enjoyedakisswithhersoontobebrotherinlaw,

Frankpulledthechairoutforher,shesatdown



reluctantlyholdingontoherbag.Frankwastrying

sohardtoputonaseriousfacebuthekepton

breakingintoasmile,HecouldseehowFred

freakedthepoorgirlout.Hedecidedtokillthe

silencewhileFredwasstillpretendingtobeheart

broken.

“I’mFrank”hesaidreachingouthishand

“Nana”shesaidlookingdownignoringhishand,

shewasmadthathetrickedher

“I’msorrybabeIdidn’tknowthatyouarewithhim,

I’mlonelyIjustsawabeautifulgirlandIcouldn’t

resist,pleaseforgiveme”Frankbegged

“It’sokay”shesaidsoftly

“Nowthatyoumethim,letsgogetyourbagssoI

canloadtheminthecar,wewillleavestraightafter

eating”Fredinformed

Theyfollowedeachotherupstairs…

****



Mhlengifeltskinnyarmshugginghimfrombehind,

hegroanedsoftlythehandsdetachedfromhim

immediately.

“Everythingalright?”sheaskedworried

“Yeahjustfreshink”hereplied

“Really?Letmesee”shesaidexcitedly

“SomeothertimeI’mnotabouttotakeoffmy

clothesinpublic”heanswered

“Fine”shesaidsulking

“Soyouwantedtomeet?”Heaskedarchinghis

eyebrow

“Yeahbutfirstwhereisyourdrinkorfood.Wearein

aPubforfuckssake”shesaidinherwhiteaccent

“ComeonJessieIdon’thaveallday”,hereplied

impatiently

Jessiesignalledthewaiter,sheorderedfoodand

drinksforthebothofthem

“Youaresostubborn”hesaidlightlychuckling

“YouknowIcan’tworkwithoutfood”sheresponded



“Canyouhelpmewithaplacetostay,Iwanta

properplace.Twobedroomandinasafearea,my

problemisthatIhaveneverrentedbeforeso

thereforeIdon’thavereferences”heexplained

“Youcanstayatthecottageit’savailable,thatway

yougettoreconnectwithyourart”shesaid

grinning

“No!Idon’twanttostayinyouryardandI’mnot

touchinganotherpaintinguntiltheothersmakeitto

themarket,youknowmymotto.Moneytalks…I

don’tworkforfreeJessie”hesaidslightlyupset

“WellyouwillbehappytoknowthatJulietGoldings

cameknockingonmydoor”,shesaidwigglingher

eyebrows

“Theartcollector?”

“YesandIhandedinguluvaandindoni,she

absolutelylovedit.Apparentlyyoulookingat10

millioneachintheUK,sheinformedhim

enthusiastically

“Jessiepleasedon’tplaylikethat”hesaidgetting

onhisfeet



“I’mserious,wearein”shegiggled,“thoughitmight

takeawhilebutyeah”shechuckled

“Whodidyousubmit”heaskedenthusiastically

“Thecrashingwaveonly,theothersweren’tgood

enough”shesaiddissapointed

“ThiscallsforacelebrationhesaidpullingJessie

intohisembrace”shechortled

“Soyoudon’tstaywithyourauntanymore?”she

askedinquisitively

“Shepassedon”hesaidsadlysittingbackonhis

chair

“Arghyoupoorthing,I’msorry”shestooduptohug

him

Thewaitercamewiththeirfoodanddrinks,they

feastedandnourishedthemselvescatchingup.

©ZamaGambusheYenga,2021
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Chapter20

"Ananchorissomeoneorsomethingthatkeeps

youinplace,itwasmemoriesofmymomanddad

thenmybelovedaunt…Nowit'syouShorty"

~Mhlengi



Thuladosatonthewindowsilllookingoutthe

streets,itwas11pmandtheroadswerestillbusy,I

guessthenightwasstillyoung.Shehasbeen

sittingtherefrom9pmwhenshecouldn'tgobackto

sleep,Mhlengiwasstillnothome.Shespotteda

coupleemergingfromtheflatsoppositethemby

thelookofthingstheywerebothsloshed,thegirl

seemedtobeshoutingatherboyfriend,thepoor

mansheepishlyheldherbythewaistandthey

proceededwiththeirdestination.Theykept

staggeringbackandforthbalancingonwalls,the

girlcontinuedyellingThuladocouldn'thearwhat

shewassayingbecauseshetoowasplayingmusic

inthebackgroundjusttocalmherselfdownbutthe

wholescenewashilarious.Thegirlwiggledoutof

theguysembraceandattemptedtolurchawaybut

theguystaggeredafterhergrabbingherbyclothes

theybothwenttumblingtothefloor.Thulado

snortedlaughingoutloud,everythingwasjust

funnyafteracoupleofminutesofrestingonthe

floorthegirlisseenhoistinghermanup,theopted



toreturnbacktotheirflat,theydissapearedbythe

securitydoor.

Sometimessittingbythewindowwasentertaining

becauseyougettosilentlyobservepeopleand

mostofthetimetheycan'tseeyou,sheevenknows

whomovesdrugsinherstreet.Chrisbrownft

Youngthug's"Gocrazy"songserenadedherears,It

kindofmadehermisshim.Sherememberedhow

theyarguedwhenheboughtthesoundsystem,she

didn'tseetheneedforitbutlookathernow

relaxingthroughMhlengi'sPlaylist.

Tripstoyourcribinthemiddleofthenight

Iknowthatyoumissme'causeIputitdownright

Damn,babe,Icanputyouonaflight

Youknowthataniggalikemecanchangeyourlife

Oh,baby,everythin'youdoisamazin'

Ain'tnobodywatchin',gocrazy



(Igotwhatyouneed)Igotwhatyouneed

EverybodythinkyoushybutIknowyouafreak

Lil'baby

Thuladofoundherselfplayingitonrepeatforsome

reasonitwasifit'sMhlengisingingittoher,she

smiledlookingoutthewindowafteracoupleof

minutesshegotstartledbytheincreasingof

volume,shequicklyturnedherheadlooking

towardsthedoorandtherehewasstandingbythe

systemflashingherasmile.Sheclickedhertongue

lookingoutthewindowMhlengichuckled,hetook

offhishoodieandstartedscribblingonthefloor

withhisfeettoeheel,backandforth,Thulado

lookedathimoutofthecornerofhereye.

Mhlengiwentintohisdancemodeatalentthatno

oneknowsthathehas,hestartedpoppingand

lockingThuladowasamazedsheactuallyturnedto

watchedhimcompletely,Mhlengididthewopand

therunningmanafterhewassatisfiedwithhis



moveshecloseditinwithsomekrumpingthen

haltedlaughing.Hethrewhimselfonthebad

slightlypanting,Thuladowalkedovertothesound

systemandturneditoff.Mhlengigotupinlightning

speedandgrabbedherbyherfullwaisthestarted

whininghiswaistgrindingonherThuladoshook

herheadshylybecauseshehadtwoleftfeet.

"dancewithmeshorty"hepleaded

"themusicisoff"Thuladosaidexcusingherself

Mhlengiletitslideandresortedbacktobed,he

reekedofalcoholandweedbutThuladowasto

madtoevenask,that'showofascaredycatshe

was,eversofrightenedtostartaconfrontation.She

snuggledundertheblanketswithasoreheart,she

wasn'tsurewhatwasgoingonbetweenherand

Mhlengi,butshewascertainthatsheloveshimand

doesn'twishtolosehim.



"Whyareyoustillupshorty?IthoughtIwouldfind

youasleep"Mhlengisaidinachirpymoodbut

receivednoreply.Hechortlemovingcloserto

Thuladosohecouldtouchherbigtummy.

"YouknowoneofthesedaysIwillhavesomuch

moneyandIwillbuildyouaseparateroomsoyou

cancollectasmanycontainersyouwantsinceyou

cryifIthrowthemout,I'msorryifIhurtyour

feelingsbydoingso,it'sjustthatIdon'tunderstand.

Makemeunderstandshorty"hesaidranting

probablyfromtheexcessofalcoholheconsumed

"howmanytimesmustItellyouI'mgoingtouse

themMhlengi?Justleavemealone"Thuladosaid

dismissively"youleavemealoneforsolong

knowingI'mheavilypregnantbecauseof

containers"shespatwithhersuddenbraveryand

confidence"Idon'tcareifyoucan'tbreathebutI'm

pregnantforheavensakeMhlengiNgcobo,you

rathergoandwastemoneydrinkingandsmoking

insteadofsavingupforyourtwins"sheaddedonly

tohearthedrunkmansnoringbehindher.



Shegrowledangrily,shejumpedoutofthebedand

yankedhisvansout,thenhepulleddownhispants

androllsofmoneyfelloffhispocket.Shepacked

hisdirtyclothesinthelaundryandleftthemoney

ontheirsidecupboard,sheknewitwastheendof

themonthbutforMhlengitobewalkingaround

withthiskindofcashwasconfusing.

Thenshehoveredoverhimlookingatthebandages

onhisarms,chestandhisleftsidebyhis

ribs…"whatthehellhappenedtohim?"she

wondered

****

InthemorningMhlengiwasthefirstonetowakeup,

hecleanedhimselfupaswellastheirspace.He

noticedthemoneyondisplayonthesidecupboard

hecursedunderhisbreathandhequickly



apprehendedit,hestartedmakingbreakfastforthe

bothofthem.Thuladowaswokenbythe

scrumptiousaromaoffood,shejumpedoutofbed

andwaddledtothebathroomtocleanherselfthen

shecamebackandthebedwasmadeup,shesat

onitgawkingatMhlengi.

"Whereisthemoney"sheaskeddisinterested

"Itookit"Mhlengirepliedwithoutlookingather

"Pleaseenlightenmeaboutthebandagesallover

yourbodyInfactwherewereyouandexactly

happened?"sheaskedconcerned

"IwentoutwithafriendlikeIsaid,thebandagesis

formyink"herepliedbringingthefoodtoher

"Mhlengi!"shesaidsternly"I'mgettingmoreand

moreworriedaboutyourbehaviorsthandwasami,

spendingrecklesslyisn'tlikeyou

"RelaxIhaveeverythingundercontrolandIcando

whateverIwantright?Justlikeyou…screw

everybodyelseaslongasyougettokeepyou



belovedcontainers"hesmiledtightly

"Ohwow,thisisaboutthecontainers"shescoffed

"Damnrightitis,IguessIcanspendrecklessly

aswellevenifyoudon'tlikeitaslongasIgetwhatI

want…right?"hesaidarchinghiseyebrows

"Youdon'tunderstand,intimeyouwillseetheuse

ofthesetubs,theywillhelpus.Ijustneeda

bookshelfforthebooksandeverythingwillbe

good"sheinformedhimbutMhlengijustshookhis

headfocusingonthefood,

"EatupIwanttoshowyousomething"hesaid

excitedly

"what?"shesaidlazily

"Youwillsee,eatup"hesaidgettingupwithhis

emptyplate.

"Wheredidyougetsomuchmoney"sheblurtedout

"Iwillexplainlater"hurryup"Mhlengisaidcutting

hershort.



****

Thetaxistoppedinacornerofasuburbwithnice

bighouses,MhlengiheldThulado'shandasthey

walkeddownthestreetstheycametoahaltinfront

ofabiggate.Mhlengipunchedinapinthegateslid

opened,adogbarkedfrighteningThuladoshehid

behindherman,Mhlengicroucheddownrufflingit's

hairthedogbeganjumpingaroundinexcitement.

"Don'tworryhewon'tbiteyou"hesaidsmilingata

verybewilderedThulado

"What'sgoingonMhlengi?"Thuladoaskedlooking

aroundfrantically

Hegrabbedaholdofhersoftlittlehandsleading

hertothebackofthehouse,hefishedoutforakey

fromhispocketandopenedthedoor,Thulado

gaspedwalkingin.



"Thisisanotherpartofmethatnooneknowsabout,

I'manartistbynight"helaughed

"SthandwasamiIneverthoughtyou"shesaid

stammering

"It'sjustthatthistalentofminetakesforeverto

bringinmoneysoIjustdumpeditandtriedother

things"hesaidcuttinghershort

"Crime?Youtriedcrime"shesaidlightlyshakingher

head

"Eydesperatetimescallfordesperatemeasures

shorty,I'mamoneychaser…Onedayyouwill

understand"hesaiddismissingher

Hebeganshowingherallthepaintingshehasdone

inthepast,theystoppedwhenawhiteslimwoman

withblondehairbudgedin,hersmiledissapeared

whensherealizedMhlengiwasn'talone.

"Ohyouhaveaguest"shesaiddissapointed



"Yeah!"Mhlengisaidwalkingtowardsher,"I'msorry

Ididn'ttellyouIgotcarriedaway,Ijusthadtoshow

her"Mhlengiexplained

"OhIsee"shesaidscrutinizingThulado,hereyes

landedonherbumpshepickedthemupquickly

staringatMhlengihardeninghereyesswallowing

saliva

"ThisisThuladomywoman,ThuladothisisJessie…

Sheismymentor"hesaidclearinghisthroat

"Nicetomeetyou"Thuladosaideversosweetly

"NooffenseThulawhat?"shesaidmotioningherto

finishup

"do…it'sThulado"Mhlengisaidimpatiently

"Yeahthat,youshouldhavetoldmeyoubringinga

strangerintomyhouseMshlengi"shesaid

butcheringhisnamelikealways

"I'msorryIjustwantedtoshowhermyart"hesaid

proudly

"CanIspeaktoyouprivately"shesaidflashinga

fakesmile



Theydissapearedintothebighouse,Thuladowent

backintotheartroomadmiringMhlengi'sworkit

wasunbelievablethathewassoartisticyetkeptit

underwraps.MeanwhileJessiewasbreathingfire

inthehouse.

"Iunderstandyoudon'twantarelationshipwithme

buttorubitinmyfaceisratherinsensitive

Mshlengi"shesaidgettingredintheface

"ComeonJessiemyintentionswereclearfromthe

beginning,youchosetotakeadvantageofme

becauseofmydesperationI'mnotyounganymore,

Icandothingsformyselfasyoucansee"hesaid

raisinghisvoice

"she'spregnant,youknowwhenIfoughttoothand

nailforyourarttoberecognized,Iwasn'tjustdoing

thatforyoubutmeaswell.Ithoughtperhapsone

dayyouwillseemyheartandgiveusachancebutI

canseethatyouwereusingme.Youwaitedforme

togetyoumillionsthenboomyoubringyourbitch



to"myhouse"toshowheryourart.Whynow

Mshlengi?"shesaidscreaming

"Meusingyou?Wasitnotyouwhousedtoforce

yourselfonme,usingmetosatisfyyoursexual

desireseventhoughyouhadaman,Ienduredall

thatshitbecauseIwantedmyarttomakeittothe

topbutwhenIrealizedI'mherejusttobeyoursex

toyandstressrelieverIstoppedcoming...sodon't

youdaretalkaboutusingbecauseyouknowdamn

rightthatyoustartedthis"hespat

"Getoutofmyhouse"Mhlengistormedoutpissed

HewenttofetchThuladoandleft.Thetaxirideto

themallwasquiet,Mhlengiwaslookingoutthe

windowtheentiretime.

****

Atthemall



Senzowaspushingatrolleyalmostspillingoffood

stuffandclothingbutPhindilewasn'tsatisfiedshe

wasstillpeekingherheadineachstoreshe's

passing,shegaspedlookingattheperfumesat

Foschinitheywerebeautifuldisplayedyoucould

seethemfromtheoutsidetheglass.

"IjustrememberedIdon'thaveaperfume"Phindile

saidhereyessparklinglikealittlechildwhojust

receivedapresent

"GoonthenbutI'mgoingtoWoolworthsforsome

juiceandchickenhesaidpushingthetrolleyaway,

Phindiledashedintothestoreenthusiastically.

MeanwhileThuladoscannedthroughthebaby

clothes,shejustdidn'tknowwhattopickeverything

seemedbeautifuleventhoughshethoughtMhlengi

wasbeingridiculousbywantinghisbabyclothes

boughtinsuchanexpensivestore.Thequalitywas

reallygood,shepickeduptwoidenticalrompers

turquoiseandgreyincolor.Sheheardafamiliar



voice

"Takethemtheyarebeautiful"hesaidsmiling

"AreyoufollowingmeSenzo?"Thuladosaid

frowning

"Don'tflatteryourself,Woolworthsisapublicstore.

I'mactuallyshockedthatyouareherebeing

indecisiveonwhattobuy,Iwonderwherehe

borrowedthemoney,orbetterstillwhohestabbed

togetyouherepickingandchoosing100%cotton"

hechuckled

"Mxm"Thuladoshiftedherfocusbackonthe

clothes

Senzorestedonhistrolleyoglingher,hewasinfact

upsetthatshewasevenpregnantforhim,he

clickedhistongueaudibly.

"Senzowhydon'tyoucarrywithwhatyoucame

hereforandleavemealone,Mhlengiwillbehere



anyminute.Idon'twantdrama"shesaidpleading

"What?ishegoingtostabme?"hesaidsmilingat

hercuteness,shewassoshortpushingthatbig

belly

"Justgo"shescoffed

"Justbecauseyouareinlovewithyourthug,you

thinkyouarebetterthanallofus.Youdon'treplyto

mymessagesevenonFacebook,oneofthesedays

hewillcheatonyouorrunawaywhenhecan'ttake

careofthebabyandyouwillremembermecutie.

AnywayIhavemovedon,I'msureyousawmy

beautifulnewgirlfriend"hesaidsmirkingsearching

inhereyes

"Congratsthoughyourwife'sgraveisstillfresh"she

saidrollinghereyes

"Ohsoyouseemystatusbutyoudon'treact,she's

beautifulisn'tshe?"heaskedarchinghisbrow

"Who?"shesaidmovingtotheaislewithbaby

blankets

"Mywoman"hesaidpushingthetrolleyfollowing



her

"Yeah,shelooksjustlikePearl"shesaidbored.

"Nowthat'sawomanwhoknowswhatshewants

unlikesomeoneIknow…Thatboywillnottakeyou

anywhere.IcantakecareofyoucutieIcaneven

leavePhindileforyou,IwilltreatMhlengi'schildlike

myown"hesaidlookingintohereyes

MeanwhileMhlengifollowedbehindthemlistening

toeverything,hisbeenwatchingthemandhedidn't

wanttodisturbhim.Senzo'sphonerangitwas

Phindile.

"I'minsidewoolies,Ican'tseeyou"shesaid

anxiously

"let'smeetatthefoodsectionIwaslookingatsome

clothes"hehungup

"Pleasestopignoringmymessages"hebeggedbut

Thuladojustkeptquiet.



Whenheturnedaroundwithhistrolleyhebumped

intoMhlengi,heswallowedwithhisheartplodding.

Hedidn'texpecttoseehimsoclose,heusedthe

otherwayandscurriedout.

"Hefollowedmehere"Thuladosaidquicklybut

Mhlengididn'tsayanythingregardingthat

"Areyoufindinganything?"heaskedinstead

"Yeahpleasehelpmechoose"theyrummaged

throughtheclothestogetherbutMhlengi'sthoughts

werefaraway.
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Chapter21

"Ihavemoneyinmyheadandheart,I'maskelm,

insebenzi…I'maKruger"

Nanarestedherheadonthewindowlookingoutas

Freddroveherhome,shesmiledabitthinkingof

theeventfulweekendshehadwiththetwins.Fred's

houseinDurbanisposhbuttheirhomedownsouth

wasevenbiggerandmorebeautiful.Whenthey

saidtheyaretakingherhomesheexpectedtobe

metbyfamilyorrelativesbutthehousewasempty,

sotheydrank,ateanddidsomesightseeing,Nana

enjoyedherselfthoroughly.Itwasinthewaythe

twinshoveredoverher,treatingherlikeaneggthat

willfallandbreak,shewasastoundedathow

affectionateandclingytheybothweretowardsher.



Atfirstitwasalarmingbecauseofthekissing

incidentthattookplaceattherestaurant,butFrank

assuredNanathathelovesherforhisbrotherbut

shemustbefreearoundhimsincetheytakecareof

eachother'spossessionsincludingwomen.He

wouldoccasionallyhugherandplantkisses

anywhere,Nanafounditweirdbutthoughtto

herselfthatmaybethatishowtheirfamilyoperate,

it'snotlikeshecoulddistinguishwhoiswho

anyway.HeknewitwasFredwhenhecomesto

bedatnighttosleepwithher.

ItwasMondaymorningwherenormalpeopleare

makingtheirwaytoworkexceptforNana,Fred

thoughtitwouldbeniceforhertorest,morelikeher

throbbingpussyneededtorepose.Shehadbeen

withFredforawhilenowbutneverhasshefeltlike

this,itwaslikeshewasbeenbeddedbyan

untamedanimal.Hewanteditallthetimeand

everywhereandineveryhole,asanobediencelittle

girlthatsheis,shecompliedandnowherpoorlittle



vaginawascryingoutforhelp.Notforforgetting

thepoundingheadachethatkeptonresurfacingthe

entireweekend,shesleptthewholeafternoonon

Saturdayafterthefestivities.PoorFredhadto

undressherandcoverherwithablanketsoshe

couldsleepproperly.Itwasapitybecauseshe

couldn'tremembersomeoftheeventsbutshe

reminiscedhavingthetimeofherlife

Fredparkedatthedeadendwherehenormally

dropsoffNana,ittookagoodminuteforherto

jumpoutthecar,shesuddenlyhatedthisplacewith

everythinginher,italwaysremindedherofthe

povertylifesheactuallylivesinbutFredwasn't

herssothereforeshehadtogobackhomefrom

timetotime.Notthathermothercaresaslongas

sherememberstobuythemfoodstuffandgive

themalittlecash,whatevershedidwithherlife

wasn'tsuchaworryformotherdearest.She

draggedherfeetasshehobbleddownthedusty

walkway,shewantedtogethomeandsitinatub

withcoldwaterperhapsthatwouldhelpeasethe



pain.ShewavedFredoff,asshehootedpassing

her.

****

AsthedayprogressedFrankcloseddownhis

laptopasthethoughtsofPhindilefloodedhismind,

FredwasrighttheyhavehurtSenzoenoughmaybe

heshouldletthisonego,it'snotlikeit'saproblem

tofindagirltodishitoutforhim.Hegottohisfeet

headingtothefridgetograbacoldcanof

appletiserunlikeFredhewasn'tintocoffeeorany

hotbeverages,heswaggeredbacktohisseatas

boredomkickedin.Thisisoneofthereasonshe

getstobeawaylongerthanFredhehatedbeing

coupedupintheofficestaringatthelaptop,hence

whyFredalwayscomplainsabouthimrunningthe

companydown.

Theclickofheelspulledhimoutofhisthoughtsbut

whenhesawwhoitwasatthedoorhescoffed.He



couldn'tstomachthetenaciousmarriedwomen,

theyalwayslosefocusandendupfallingthenit

justmesseseverythingup.Itbaffledhimhowthese

couplesmarryeachotherforallthewrongreasons

onlytoendupdoinghideousthingsbehindeach

other'sbacks,oneofthereasonshewillnever

marry.There'sfreepussyallover,hedidn'twant

kidsandwouldprobablykillhisdearwifeshouldhe

trystuntslikePurityandPearl.

"WhereismyhusbandFred"shesaidnarrowingher

eyesathim

"Idon'tknow,Ishouldbeaskingyou…Youarehis

wife"Franksaidflashingherasmile

"IfyouhavekilledhimjustletmeknowsoIcan

preparemyselftomournhim"shesaidwalking

seductivelytowardsthetable

"WhatmakesyouthinkI'makillerPurity?"Frank

saidgropingherbigassitjiggled

"Pleasetellmeyouwerejokingtheotherday,Ican't

bewithoutyou"shesaidslightlyliftingupherdress



"Lockthedoorandcomebackhere"Frankordered,

probablyFredsaidsomethingbuthewasn'tabout

toletfreepussygotowaste

"YouknowFredIhopehisdeadwhereverheis,ifhe

couldsleepwithanothergirlbecauseshefought

withmemademerealizethat,heprobablydoesit

ofteninhisendlesstrips"Puritysaidstrippingoff

herclothes

"What..areyouhurt?"Frankaskedspinningaround

hischairenjoyingtheshow

"OfcourseI'mhurt"shegiggledsarcastically"look

atmeFred,I'mamealandahalf,heshouldbe

satisfiedwithjustme"shesaidtouchingherself

"YetyoucheatonhimdailyPurity"Franksaid

looseninghistie

"IfhewasgoodthenIwouldn'tbeherebutIcouldn't

bepatientanymore"shesaid

"Whatifhefeltthesameaboutyou"hesaidwalking

towardsher,heturnedheraroundpinninghertothe

wall,"maybeheknewwhatkindofab!tchyouare,

thenhegaveyouallthemoneyasadistractionso



hecouldsatisfyhislittledesiresonthesidewith

youblindedbythesoftlife"hespatonhishand

thenrubbedherbutthole.

"Frednotthere"shejumped

"YouareabiggirlPurity,youcanhandleit.Now

benddownfordaddyyoulittleb!tch"Franksaidina

commandingvoice

"Fred!"shesaidsoftly

Frankstuckhisfingersinsidehertinyholeacouple

oftimesbeforetearinghiswayin,shescreamedin

agony,fortunatelytheirofficewasupstairsaway

fromeverythingelse.Puritysweatedinstantlyashe

rummagedintohersomethingheneverdidbefore,

sheshuthereyesandmouthtightlytappingloud

sobsinafterawhilesherelaxedhermusclestaking

itallin.ItwasdauntingbutthiswasFredandshe

wasprobablygoingtoenjoythisnewadventure

withtime,helovedhimthatmuch.



****

Mhlengiwaslyingonthebeddeepinthoughts,

Thuladosatnexttohim,sheopenedthecontainer

withointmentandstartedapplyingitonMhlengi's

tattoo's,someplaceswereabitswollenbutshe

wasassuredit'snormalsincetheinkwasstillfresh.

"Sotellmeaboutthem,theyactuallylookcool.I

mightconsiderdoingoneaswell"shesaidsmiling

"Really?"heaskedthinninghiseyes

"Yeahbutfirsttellmeisitsore?"sheaskedbiting

herlowerlip

"Wellit'saneedlesoitfeelslikesomeoneis

scratchingyou,Iguessasyourelaxyougetusedof

thefeeling.Idon'tthinkit'sthatbad"heinformed

"OK,nowtellmeaboutyours"sheclosedthelidof

theointmentplacingitontheirsidetable

"Onmyleftsideisadollarsignsittingonrollsof

moneyandthenumber26,it'sjustasignofa



Kruger.I'mabornhustler,I'mapaperchaser.Ihave

moneyinmyheartandmind"hesaidchuckling

"I'mstartingtothinkyoulovemoneymorethanme"

shenudgedhimplayfully

"Youdon'tcomparetomaterialthingsshorty,I

actuallyloveyoumorebutdon'tletmoneyhearme

saythat"helaughed

"mxm"shesmackedhisshoulderhegroanedin

pain,"sorry!sorry!Iforgot"shecaressedhim

"Youarejealousofmyink"hesaidpouting

"Mxmnowtellmeaboutthetattooonyourchest"

sheaskedinquisitively

"It'saprideoflions,theyarefearless,

powerful,possessgreatleadershipandhave

ultimatestrength.Itsymbolizesmyfamilyhenceits

drawnontopofmyheart,thisismeasthehead

andundermeisyoumylionessthenourcubs"he

saidsmiling

"Weonlyexpectingtwokidsandyouhavethree

cubsdrawn"sheaskedconfused



"Iwantonemorekidandwearedone"hereplied

"Whatifwegetanotherset?"Thuladoasked

"ThenIwilladdanothercub,Ihaveplentyofspace"

heresponded

"Ihavebeenmeaningtoaskabouttwins,wedon't

haveanyinourfamily.Wherearetheycoming

from?"sheaskedbaffled

"Ihavenoidea,Ididn'tseeanyinmyfamilytoo.

Maybeit'sjustablessing"hesaid.Shepickedup

hisrightarmslightlyturningit

"Andthisone"shesaidpointingattheanchor

"Ananchorissomeoneorsomethingthatholdsyou

inplace,itwasthememoriesofmyfamily,myaunt

butnowit'syoushorty.Thethoughtsofyouandmy

unbornchildrenholdsmeinplace,ineverythingIdo

goingforthIthinkofallthepeoplethatmatterinmy

lifeandIknowIwon'tfloatawaybecauseyouare

allholdingmeinplace"hefurthersaid

Thuladoleanedovertokisshim,Mhlengisatonhis



buttstillholdingthekiss,hedeepeneditgently

pullingherclose.

****

LaterthatafternoonFrankparkedinsideSenzo's

yard,hefirstdialedFred.

"Howisitgoingthere?"heasked

"Alliswelljustcold"Fredchuckled,"Ican'tbelieve

youfuckedPurityaftereverythingyoufool"he

added

"ShewanteditsoIgaveher"Franksaidinher

defense

"Howisthebearer,didyougiveheradayoff?"he

askedoutofconcerned

"YesIdid,areyoufallingforthisgirl?"hearchedhis

eyebrow

"NoI'mnot,Ijustdon'twantyoutomessthisupfor



us…nowhavefunpretendingtobeme"helaughed

"YouaresoboringFredit'storturousbutdon't

worryIwilladdalittlevroominyourlife,I'mfalling

asleephere"heyawneddramatically

"Fuseg"hesaidhangingup

Franklaughedlookingathisphone,hethendialed

Senzo.

"SureSimmons"hesaidwithnoiseinthe

background

"I'mhereatyourhouseforthedrinksyoupromised

me,arewestillon?"heasked

"Eishraincheck,Ihadtoworkextratoday"he

answered

"OKI'mleavingthen,callme"hehungup

HestartedhiscarPhindilemarchedoutofthe

houseinconfusion,shejustopenedforhimnow



hisleaving.Shegroanedinannoyanceshehatedit

whensomeonedisturbhershowsonTV,shewas

wearingalittleshortdenimwrapskirtandawhite

croptop.Itwasthewayitsatonherwaistthenthe

lengthwasjustaninchbelowherbuttcheeks,her

yellowthighsexposedFrankcouldalmosttaste

thatfatwetpussy,that'sifshe'sanythinglikeher

sisterPearl.Hekilledtheenginecontemplating,his

lustwasprovingstrongerthanhisreasoning,acall

fromFredcamethroughhisphone,heanswered

quickly.

"Don'tdoit"hesaidsternly

"OK"hesaidsoftly

"I'mseriousFrank,wespokeaboutthis"hewarned

"OkayIheardyou"hehungup

PhindileshruggedhershoulderImpatientlyher

breastsbouncedupanddownsendingFrankintoa

frenzy,hecursedunderhisbreathstaringather



desirably.Heopenedthedoorandgotout,he

pausedforafewsecondsbeforefollowingPhindile

intothehouse.

HefoundhersittingonthecouchinfrontoftheTV

withherlegscrossed,heswallowed.

"HeymaP,I'msupposedtobehavingdrinkswith

Senzobutheseemednottobehere"heacted

confused

"Youcanwaitforhim,hewillbeinanyminutefrom

now"shesaidhereyesfixedontheshow,she

probablydidn'tknowthathewasworkinglatetoday.

Franksatnexttoher,hekeptstealingglancesather

butshewassogluedtothescreenshedidn'teven

entertainhim.

"Sowhatisthisshowallabout?"heblurtedout



"Fashion!Allthelatestdesignswegetthemfrom

here"shesaidexcitedly

"Doyoulovefashion?"Frankaskedinterested

"YeahIstudyfashiondesignatDUT"shesaid

turningtolookatFrank

"That'samazing"hesaidflashingherasmile

"CanIofferyousomethingtodrink,excusemy

manners"shesaidfacepalming

"Suresomethingcold"Frankreplied

PhindilereturnedwithcooldrinkbutfoundFrank

tuningintosoccer,shefrownedchildishly

"Seriously?Ididn'tknowvisiterscouldchange

programsatpeople'shouses"sherestedherhands

onherhips,Franklovedtheview

"I'maguestyousupposedtomakemehappy"he

chuckledplayingwiththeremote

"NoFrankgiveitback,I'msorrybutthisismyonly



timetowatchTVbeforeIstartcooking"she

stretchedherhandtryingtosnatchitawayfrom

Frank

Hekeptonfoolingaroundastheylaughedfighting

overtheremote,PhindilefellonhimandFrank

grabbedherbyherwaist,shefeltelectricitybolts

shootingalloverherbody.Frankstoppedsmiling

lookingdeepintohereyes,hepulledherclose

liftingupheralreadyshortskirt,Phindilespreadher

legssohecouldsitonhislapproperly.Herheart

wasbeatingsofastasherlipsmethis,sheknew

thiswaswrongbutFrankwassoalluringandthat

electrifyingfeelingprobedhertoexploremore…

Whatwasitthatshewasfeeling?
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Chapter22

"I'mmakinganeternalpickinthedarkwithmyeyes

closed,hopingandprayingit'stherightone

becauseonceyouhavechosen,there'snogoing

back"

Twomonthslater

Life'sgood!Nanawasdefinitelydifferentfromthe

personshewastwomonthsago,herentire

wardrobechanged,shemovedoutoftheshacks

andnowdroveherowncar.Thetwinsreallytook

careofher,theygoawayoftenjustthethreeof



them,itwaseveneasierforhertodistinguishthem

nowsinceshespendsmostofhertimewiththem.

FredwasofagentlenatureandFrankwasthe

smileyfacebutrough,shegotsoembarrassed

weeksagowhenshewokeupdrunkasfuckwith

bothtwinsinbedwithher.

Whentheygotuptheyexplainedhowshewanted

bothofthemafteranightofhardcorepartying,she

apologizedandtheybrusheditoffasifitwas

nothing.Eversincethatcametolightshehasbeen

havingtheseridiculousdreamsofthemfuckingher

together,sooftenthatsheenjoysitandwantsitto

happenforreal.Shesometimesfindsherself

droolingoverthemattheofficewhentheyarebusy

withwork,thankfullyFrankhasayoungonethathe

sneaksinandoutthehousewithoutanyoneseeing.

Inthatwayitrestrainsherfilthyanddespicable

thoughts.

****



Senzoarrivedhomeandfoundsilenceasifnoone

wasthere,hewasstarvingandknowingPhindile

shewouldhavecookedupastormsinceshehad

lessclassestoday.Hewentstraighttothekitchen

enthusiasticallybutitwassparklingcleanwithnot

evenapotonthestove,heopenedtheovenand

therewasnocookedfood,heheavedasigh

dissapointed.Heheardsomesofttunescoming

fromthecorridoritwassomeoldschoolslowjams,

hefollowedthetrailofmusicleadinghimtotheir

bedroom,heopenedthedoorandfoundPhindile

outcold.

Senzocoveredherwithablanket,shemustbe

exhausted,itwasn'tlikehertojustsleep.He

returnedtothekitchentostartcookingsomething

fastandfilling,hewashungryhecouldeatalion,

hemadeavideocalltothetwins.Itwasgreatto

finallyconnectwiththemagain.Theyboth

appearedonthescreenflashingasmile.



"I'mcookingthewifeyissleeping"Senzosaid

greetingthem

"Cookman…Howzit"Fredsaid

"Allgood,Iwasthinkingofhavingameetingwith

youguys,IneedadviceonthisbusinessventureI

wanttoembarkon"Senzosaidhopeful

"Sure,justarrangeitandwewillhelpyouwherewe

can"Franksaidassuringhim

TheyconverseduntilSenzohungup,itwastimefor

himtostepup,hewantedtoclimbtheladderlike

hisfriends.Pearlswordsstillechoesinhishead

andhedidn'twantPhindiletostartfeelingthesame.

****

MhlengisighedstandingbeforeJessie'sgate,she

hasbeenignoringhiscallsforawhilenowandit



wasstartingtobotherhimsinceshehadallofhis

valuablepaintings.Nowthathisherehisheart

startedbeatingfast,Jessiewasvindictiveand

persuasivehedidn'twantltodosomethingthatwill

hurtshorty.Hescratchedhisheadinfustration

beforepunchinginthecodebuttohissurprisethe

codebouncedbackasbeingincorrect,hetried

againbutnothing.

"Whatthefuckareyoudoing?"astrangewoman

appearedwithabulldog,"Areyoutryingtobreak

intomyhouse?"shescreamedpreppingherdog

"NoI-Iknowaladythatliveshere"Mhlengi

stammeredwalkingbackwards,heheardstorieson

howsomepeople'scansettheirdogsonyouifyou

trespass.Asconfusingthiswas,hewasn'taboutto

bemauledbyadog

"Thisismyyardyouhooligan,ifyoutryanystuntI

willletmydogdothejobyourfilthymonkey"the

ladyspat

"I'msorrymam,IwaslookingforJessie"hesaid



andattemptedtowalkaway

"AreyouMshlengi?"shescreamed

"Yes"hesaidslowlyturningaround

"Comeandgetyourhorrendouscrafts,Jessieistoo

kind,Iwouldhaveburntallofit.Shepicksyouup

fromthegutterandhelpsyou,andasaningrate

thatyouare,youthankherwithabucketfullofshit.

Youpeopledon’tknowhowtouseyourbrainsand

whenwechipintotherescueyouturnaroundand

actlikeweoweyou…wedon’toweyoushit,you

don’tdeserveJessie’sgenerosityshespenther

moneybuyingyoupaintsandbrushes,shefedand

gaveyoulovewhennoonecaredaboutyou”she

saidclutchingonherdogasMhlengiquietly

gatheredhisstuff,“Allyourparentsknowis

openingtheirlegsandhavingsexsenselessly

plantingbabiesalloverwithnoplansforthefuture,

thenyouallgrowupinthesamepovertyyouare

bornin,youneedJessieandwithouthernoonewill

lookatthattrashyoucarrying”shesaidrubbingit

in



Mhlengipausedatthegatehewantedtoturn

aroundandgrabherbytheneckbutdecided

againstit,heknewthatracismandcrueltywasa

newtrendoftheworldbutthisdirtylookingladyis

crossingallboundaries,hewasboilingbutkepton

takinglongstridesleavingthehousebehind.With

allhispaintingsheknewhewillneversetfootthere

again,itwasachapterofhislifethathewas

closing.

Hereachedthebusstopanditwasempty,hesat

onthebenchdialingJessieforthelasttimeand

luckilysheanswered.

“HowcanIhelpyou”shesaidcoldly

“Heyyou,Iwenttoyourhouseandyouweren’t

thereandmypaintingsareinbinbags,what’sgoing

on?”

“IsoldmyhouseMshlengiandIaskedtheladyto

holdontoyourpaintingsbecauseIknewyouwould

comeforthemeventually”shereplied



“Youcouldhavemessagedmeorevenbetter

answermycalls.Whereareyou?”Mhlengiasked

“I’minCapeTown,lookthere’snoneedforusto

communicate.Whatbroughtustogetherisover,it’s

finished…youdon’tpaintanymoreandIhave

movedfromKZN.Iwishyouthebestmovingon

withyourlife”shesaidinclosing

“Jessiewhatareyoudoing?”helaughednervously

“WhatdoesitlooklikeI’mdoing?,I’mcuttingties

andmovingonwithmylife”sheresponded

“Whatabout“Guluva”and“Indoni”surelyyouneed

tocommunicatewithmeconcerningmyart”he

askedanxiously

“Idon’tknowwhatyouaretalkingabout”shesaid

eversocalmly

“Jessie”helaughedbitterly“Don’tplaymelikethat,

youknowexactlywhatI’mtalkingabout.Wow!Just

wow!Soyouwanttostealmyworkrightundermy

nose,JessieI’mwarningyou”hespat

“Ifyoudon’tstopcallingmetherewillbetrouble,I’m



tiredofbeingyourdoormat.Youtakemykindness

forgrantedeverysinglechanceyougetandIhave

hadenough.Ifyoudon’tstopharassing,and

accussingmeofstealingyourdelusionalartworkI

willreportyoutothepolice”sheadded

“Hosh!Finewewillseewhowillhavethelastsay”

hehungup

Hestoodonhisfeetlaughingindisbelieve,so

Jessiethoughtshecouldstealfromakrugerand

getawayhechuckledpacingupanddownthebus

stop.Fortunatelythe6pmbushootedcomingtoa

haltatthestop,hewaitedforthepassengersto

jumpoutthenhehoppedin,thebuswasgoingback

totowntocollectmoretravellersasitwasknock

offtime.Queue’sweregettinglongerasthesun

startedtoturnorangehidingbehindtheclouds.

****



Sfisoranupthestairs,heknockedonThulado’s

doorshepeepedout,whenshesawitwas

Mhlengi’sfriendshesteppedoutclosingthedoor

behindher,shewasstillnotcomfortablewith

peopleseeinghercollectionbecausethequestions

thatfollowscarrysomuchjudgememtandshe

hatedit.

“IsMhlengiin?”Sfisoaskedgettingstraighttothe

point

“Didn’tyougotoworktoday?”Thuladoasked

"Idid,IcamestraightfromtherebutIneedtosee

Mhlengiurgently"heanswered

"Awwthat'sstrange,heleftinthemorninggoingto

work…so"sheshruggedhershoulders

"Ohsohefoundworkalready,that'sgreatthen.I

cametotellhimthatthere'sagapforpermanent

workersonthelaborside"hefurthersaid

"OKI'mofficiallylost,Mhlengiworksasa

supervisorat…"shepausedlookingatSfiso,she



coveredhermouthinshock

"Whatswrong?"Sfisoaskedconcerned

"It'snothing,Iwilltellhimthatyoustoppedby.

Thankyou"Thuladosaid,sheopenedthedoorand

dissapearedinsideleavingSfisobaffledoutside.

At7pmMhlengidraggedhimselfinsidetheflat,he

lookedforaspottostorehispaintingstonoavail,

theclutterseemedtobeincreasingeverydayhe

feltlikescreamingandthrowingeverythingout.

Especiallyafterthedaythathehad,heended

puttinghisplasticbagsinthebathroom.He

showeredonetime,hewasdeepinthoughtsasthe

coldwatermadelinesdownhischocolatebody,the

weightplacedonhisshoulderswasbeginningto

weighhimdown,Thuladocouldpopanyminuteand

heneededtogethisshittogetherbutthenbloody

Jessiehappened.Hedriedhimselfandmadehis

wayintotheirkitchen,bedroom,loungeandstorage

itwasmaddening.Gettingabiggerplacewaslong

overdue,hekissedThuladoaftergettingdressed



andfloppednexttohershewasawfullyquiet.

"Howwasyourdayshorty"heaskedlyingonhis

backfacingtheceiling

"Itwasokay,what'sinthebags?"sheasked

inquisitively

"Mypaintings"heanswered

"There'snospaceintheflat,youknowthebabies

arecoming"shesaid

"Ohwow"hesaidlaughingglaringatthepilesof

containersandbooks,"don'tworryIwillgeta

properstorageforthem"heassuredher,she

nodded

"Howwaswork?"Thuladoaskedarchingher

eyebrows

"Itwasfine"heanswereddisinterested

"HowisSfiso?"sheaskedgettingonherfeetand

waddingtowardsthewindow

"Sameold,hisfine…what'supwiththequestions?"



Mhlengisaidsittingonhisbutt

"Idon'tknowmaybeit'sbecauseSfisocamehere

lookingforyouaboutajobhefoundforyou,

imaginehowfoolishIlookeddefendingmy

boyfriendssupervisorstitle"sheroared

"CalmdownyougoingtoupsetthebabiesandI'm

notyourboyfriendngiyindodayakho(I'myour

man)"hesaidtryingtoshyawayfromthesituation

athand

"MxmMhlengistopit,I'mserioushere,whywon't

youtellmewhat'sgoingon?"sheaskedanxiously

"Youknowthedoctortoldusthatweshouldn'tdo

anythingtospikeupyourBPsoforthesakeofmy

babiesIwillwithholdmyanswer"hesaidsmirking

ather

"MhlengiNgcoboareyoubreakingintopeople's

houses?Areyoumuggingpeoplelikeyourfriends

whodidtomemonthsago?Iknowyouandthat

okapiareinseparable"shesaidsternly

"Thuladojustleaveit"hisfacechanged,heleftthe

bedtogositbythewindow



"Ican'tbelieveI'mstuckwithacriminalforababy

daddy,youknowItrustedyoubutIguessI'm

horribleatjudgingpeople'scharacter.Nowmy

childrenwillcomeintothismess,Mhlengiwhyare

youhurtingmelikethis"shewipedhertears

"ShortyIhavebeendoingmybesttoprovidefor

youandsaveupformychildren,andnoIhaven't

beendoingthethingsyouareaccusingmeoff,I

havebeenhustling.InfactIlostmyjobshortlyafter

youbutyoudidn'tnoticeright?Sowewillbefine,I

justneedyoutohavefaithinme"hesaidwalking

towardsher,hegrabaholdherhandbutshe

yankeditawayfromhim.

Shemarchedtothestove,hertwoplateswere

alreadyplacedonthecupboard,shedishedthe

foodangrily.Mhlengisatonthebedandstaredat

Thuladoassheviolentlypokethespoonintothe

riceandbeefstew,shecarelesslygavetheplateto

Mhlengi.Hearchedhiseyebrowslookingatherbut

shewalkedawaygettingherownplate,Mhlengi

sighedstandingup.Heputthefoodinthe



microwaveandgatheredhisstuffwithoutsayinga

word.

"Aren'tyougoingtoeat?"sheaskedwithattitude

"NahIjustrememberedthatI'mnothungry"he

repliedputtinghishoodieon

"Justeat,wecanletthefoodgotowastenow,can

we?"shesaidsoftlyrealizingthatshemightbethe

causeofthesuddenhungerstrike

"YouservingmelikeI'mathingnje,yazi

uyangijwayelawenaThulado,youcaneatthewhole

potonyourownifyouwantnx"withthathebanged

thedoorandleft

Thuladoputthefoodonthesidetable,shecurled

intoaballandcried.

****



InthemorningThuladostretchedherarmsyawning,

hereyesdartedaroundtheroomandMrgrumpy

wasstandingoverthestove,shedidn'tevenhear

himreturnlastnight,atleasthewaskindenoughto

coverherwithblanketotherwiseshewasgoingto

becold.Asmuchasshehatesitwhenhewalks

awayfromanargument,theweeddoeswonders

becausehereturnsallcalmedandcollected.The

newsChannelwasplayingonTVandMhlengiwas

watchingattentively.

"Goodmorningnawe"Thuladosaidsoftly

"Hey"Mhlengisaidturningaround,"ImadeMealie

mealporridgeIforgottobuybreadyesterday,isit

OK?"Mhlengiasked

"It'sokayjustputtwobigscoopsofpeanutbutter"

shesaidjumpingoutofbedmakingherwaytothe

bathroom

Mhlengiincreasedthevolumeasthenewsanchor

delivered.



*FourarmedrobbersbrokeintoaDurbanNorth

homeintheweehoursofthemorningtoday,they

heldthehomeownerwhojustrecentlypurchased

thehouseatgunpoint,theyransackedherhouse

leavingitclean.Marshallsecurityalongwiththe

SAPSareinvestigatingthematter,thehomeowner

identifiedthethievesasblackofrace.Thenthey

playedaclipofthehomeownercryinghereyesout,

whilethesecurityheldherdown

"Theykilledmydog…Theyshothimdead"she

screamed

Thecameraswitchedbacktothenewsanchor,she

shookherheadsadlyatthat.Shecontinuedreciting

thelatestnews,Thuladowaddledbacksittingnext

toMhlengisherestedherheadonhisshoulder.

"Didtheyhavetosaytherobbersareblackthough,



ifitwaswhitestheyprobablywouldhaveestimated

theirageandjustsayfourmen"Thuladoargued

slightlyfueled

"Ablackmanisalwaysasuspect"Mhlengisaid

"Thewayshe'scryingforthatdog,it'slikeshelost

herhusband"Thuladogiggled

"Somepeoplelovepets,andifyoudon'titdoesn't

makesense"Mhlengianswered

"Thathouselookedliketheonewewenttoforyour

paintings"Thuladoarchedherbrow

"NahthenthehomeownerwouldbeJessie,Idon't

knowthatwoman"Mhlengianswered,hestoodup

togetherporridgeandhandedittoher.Theyatein

silence.

©ZamaGambusheYenga,2021
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Chapter23

Itwastheweehoursofthemorning,mistyandcold

youcouldbarelyseethepersonnexttoyou,theblur

ofthicktalltreesdecoratedthepathwayasthe

twinsstridethroughstarknaked,theirmanhood

swungsidetosidewitheverystep.Theyhavebeen

heresomanytimesbutstillcouldn'tgrow

accustomedtothecreepiness,evenasoundofa

screechingbirdwasenoughtosendyoutoyour

demise.Theoldladyhobbledinbetweenthem,her

sceptreasanaidtohelpherbalance,shewas

coveredinheavyblackclothesyoucouldn'teven

seeherface.Thetriadwalkeddeeperinthethick

bushes,asiftheywereenteringtheirfathersyard



buttheatmospherechangedwithinseconds,you

couldhearthesoundsofburblingandwhentheir

feettouchedthewarmwater.Theoldladystretched

outhersceptreandaskedthemtoremainstill,they

complied,shehobbleddeeperintothewaterand

dissapeared.

Thisgetsthetwinseverytime,itwascreepybut

theyknewthedrill.Theystoodfirm,legslaunched

intothewaterwiththeirhandsbeforetheircrotches.

Suddenlyaforceknockedthemdowndraggingthe

pairintothedeepwaterdrowningthem,theykicked

tryingtofightbutitwasuselessandonlywhenthe

forcewassatisfieditvanishedintothinairandthe

waterspewedthemoutintothecoldsoiljustnext

tothelake.Theycoughedhystericallygrabbinga

holdtheirnecks,knowingtheycouldn'tleaveuntil

theoldladyreturnstheysatontheedgeofthe

waterwiththeirheadsfloppeddown.Speakingwas

forbiddeninthisplace,afterwhatseemlikeforever

theladyapproachedfromthedeepwithinshethen

walkedpassedthem,theyknewwelltojustfollow



withoutaskingquestions.

Oncetheillusiondissapearedthecoldintensified

theycouldfeelitdeepintheirbones,theyspotted

theircarsbehindthetreeswhichmeanttheyhave

leftthesacredrealmwhentheyattemptedtorunto

theirvehiclestheoldladytrippedthemwithher

sceptrenowtransformedtoanormalstick,she

strokedthemwhiletheylaidnakedonthefloor.

Theywiggledtryingtogetawaybutshepersisted

enjoyingthesoundoftheircries,whenshewas

satisfiedsheinstructedthemtositbuttnakedon

theground.

"Youhaveangered"thephantom"doyouknowthat

ithadtoleavetheillusionjusttofixyourmess,one

ofthesedaysIwillgetkilledbecauseofyoutwo

knuckleheads"shepokedthemwiththestick,"and

Ihavebadnews"theoldladysaidheavingasigh

"Mawealmostdiedinthere,thephantomtriedto

drownus.Whatdidwedotodeservesuch



treatment?"Frankaskedsulking

"I'mmoreinterestedinthebadnews"Fredcut

Frankshort

"Thebadnewsisthatyouwillneedavirginto

cleansethephantomasfortheattack,servesyou

right.Whatwereyouthinkingappearingpublicly

whenyouhaven'tsimmeddownfromyourinitiation

Frank?Thementhatdiedfromtouchingyou

automaticallyappearsintheillusion,heisnot

impressedbecausetheywerefilthyandunclean"

sheroared

FrankandFredlookedateachotherreminiscingthe

daywithDlaminiattheoffice.

"NowyouneedavirginofapureheartandIdon't

evenknowwhereyouwillfindonethesedays.The

bearershe'salrightbutshe'sonlyofferingushalfa

decadeandweneedmorethan,soboysyouneed

togoonahuntforanotherbearer.Useyourgifted

charmsandmakesuretheydon'tknoweachother



becausetheyneedtobekepthappyandweknow

womandon'tlikesharingadick"shescoffed

"Wearesorryma,I-II'msorrymaforbeingreckless.

Iwillpersonallygetthevirginandasfortheother

bearerhowaboutthemaidenwearematingwithat

themoment"FrankaskedinquisitivelyFredshifted

uncomfortably

"Youseethattrashyouneedtodiscardher,sheis

ofnousetousanymore,sheisasfilthylikeher

husband.Buttheyoungmaiden"theoldlady

laughedwhileshedidalittledance,"nowthatsthe

energywewant,everytimeyoumatewithherboys

especiallytogethershegivesmesomuchpower,I

actuallythinkshewillmakeabetterbearerthanthe

firstone"theoldladyadded

"WhatswrongwithNana"Fredasked

"Wellshehadamiscarriage,alifewaslostinherso

thatweakensher"theoldladyresponded

"Canwegonowsincewehaveworktodo"Frank

saidexcitedlythisisthekindofworkhethrivedin

ratherthanturninginanofficechair.



"Yesyoucango,justbehaveanddon'tgoinpublic

untilyousimmer.Onlythebearercanseeyoulike

thisanddon'tworryboysyoudon'tneedtostupefy

heranymore,youareallone"shelaughedand

dissapeared

Theydustedtheirbumsmakingtheirwaytotheir

cars,theyputontheirclothesanddecidedtochata

bitbeforegoingbacktoreality.

"Ican'tbelieveyousuggestedPhindileFrank,what

arewegoingtodowithSenzo"hescratchedhis

head

"Don'tactlikeyoudon'tenjoyherpussy,fromallof

themshe'stheonlyonewhodoesn'tmindsleeping

withusbothwithoutintoxicationIthinkthisis

meanttobe,didyouseehowhappymaisabout

her?"Franksaidinhisdefense

"She'sabitchthat'swhyandshelovesthings,she

onlyagreedbecausewesaidit'stemporaryandthat

wewillgivehermoney"Fredsaid



"Yesbutit'sbeentwomonthsnowandsheisnot

complaining,let'sjustdowhatweneedtodo.I'm

findingavirgintocleanseandyouneedtogetridof

Purity"Frankfurthersaid

"Frankdoyouunderstandthatwewillbothneedto

sleepwiththatvirgin,whereoneartharewegoing

tofindavirginwhowillallowtwogrownassmanto

popthecherry?Thisisabsolutelycrazy"Fredsaid

irritably

"Nothingisimpossibledearbrother,allyouneedis

money.Peoplereekofdesperationthat'swhenwe

strike,don'tworrybropeopleouttherewanttoget

richquickandifyoucanmakeithappenforthem

theywilldoanythingforyou"FrankpattedFred

shoulderandwalkedovertohiscar.

Theybothdissapearedintotheirbeastsanddrove

away.

****



Nanasteadiedthroughthetrafficdrivingtowork,

sheheaviedasighassheputontheradio,she

knewitwasgoingtoalongdreadfulqueuebefore

shebreaksfreeintothenextroadthatleadstoher

toFredSimmonsInc.Justthinkingaboutthetwins

causedherlipstocurveintoasmile,"whatifshe

canplaydumbandfuckbothofthemknowinglybut

pretendslikeshedoesn'tknow"shethoughtto

herself.

Shecouldtotallypullitoffpluswiththewaythey

spoilheritwastotallyworthit,"whowouldhave

thoughtNanathelazydomkopwouldbelivingina

mansion,drivingherowncarandfuckingwithtwo

hotrichtwins…noone"shegiggledtoherself.

TuningintoDurbzradiostationthenewsanchor

camein.

"Breakingnews!threemenhavebeenfounddead

onuMngeniRiver,theSAPSdetectiveJodesh



NaidoooftheDurbanNorthpolicestationinformed

thatitisconfirmedthattheyweredrownedand

havebeendeadforoveraweek.Themenhavenot

beenidentifiedyetbutinvestigationsareunderway

andheurgesthecommunitytocomeforthwithany

informationthatcouldhelpwiththecase.Therehas

beenyetanothercashintransitheistatValue

CentreinSpringfield,theguardsmanagedtoshoot

deadthreeoftheperpetratorsbutonegotawayand

isstillatlargewithupto3millionRands.

Unfortunatelyduringtheshootoutthreeinnocent

surveillancegotinjured,thecitizensofSouthAfrica

arestartingtofearfortheirlivesasthesecrimes

arebecomingmoreandmorecommonclaiming

livesofinnocentpeoplewhogetcaughtinthe

crossfire.Lastlytherehasbeenayoungladyfrom

Ntuzumatownshipwhoisaskingforhelptopayfor

hermotherwhoisinadirelifethreateningcondition

inhospital,sheissufferingfromararetypeof

cancerandneedstogoforsurgeryimmediately,if

anyoneouttherewhofeelstouchedbythisgirls

storypleasecontactthestationon0315640575or

phoneNomzamoon0712133645formore



information.Rememberalittlegoesalongway,my

nameisCindyKingwithyournewsonDurbzfm".

Nanawaslostinthoughtsthinkingaboutthecrime

inthecountry,sheclosedherwindowjustincase

shegetshijackeditsuddenlyfeltunsafetolive,this

worldwasturningintosomethingunrecognizable.

HerthoughtstrailedofftoNomzamo,sheknewhow

itistostruggleandthisgirlmustbehopelessand

desperatetogototheradio,perhapsFredand

Frankcouldhelp.Sheenduredthetrafficandwas

nowpullingupthebuilding,shewassurprisedto

seethetwinscaratthebasementparking,she

wonderedwheretheyhavebeensinceshedidn't

seethematthehouseforbreakfastthismorning.

Nanaparkednexttothemandclickedherheels

headingtotheelevators.

****

ThuladosatontheedgeofthebedasMhlengi



snoredaway,hemustbetiredforhimnottobeup

makingbreakfastforthem,shescannedaroundthe

roomandsighed.ThisisnotthelifesheleftMooi

Riverfor,nowthatshecalledMhlengiout,he

doesn'tpretendtobegoingtoworkwithhisoveralls

anymore,hesleepsinanddashesoutwhenhe

needstoo.Thiskindofmadeherseethingsfor

whattheywere,itwasallsoexhaustingitslikethey

werestuckinthemiddleofnowherenotknowing

whethertogoleftorright.Mhlengistillhadamoney

flowandshewasn'teveninterestedindiggingasto

whereitcamefrombecauseoffearhiswaysmight

justbreakherheart.Thenthebabiesweredueany

secondfromnow,shehoistedherselfwaddling

towardsthedoublepram/carriageMhlengibought,

ontopofitwasabigbagthatshewastotaketo

thehospital.Shetouchedthestuffandsmiled,it

wassurealthatsoontheywillbeparents,itwas

terrifyingyetthrilling.

Shewalkedovertothefridgetoscoutforanyleft

oversfromlastnight,shewaswishingforaheavy



meal.FortunatelyMhlengipackstheleftoversina

lunchboxshegrabbeditcheerfully.Mhlengionly

wokeupwhenThuladowasfinishedwith

umfudumezo,hesmiledshakinghishead.

"Didyouevenbrushyourteeth?"Mhlengiasked

chuckling

"IdidandyouoversleptsothisisallIcouldfind"

Thuladosaidinherdefense

"I'msorryshorty,IguessI'mtired.Howdidyou

sleep?"heaskedgettingoutofbed.

"Itwasokay"shepushedherherselfuptoputthe

lunchboxaway.

Mhlengidissapearedintothebathroomafterafew

minuteshereturnedlookingfresh,hestoppedathis

trackswhenhesawThuladourinatingwhile

standinginthekitchenarea.Hiseyeswidened.

"Seriously?Iknowthatyoupregnantbutareyou



justgoingtourinateinthekitchen?"Mhlengiasked

annoyed

"What?"Thuladosaidlookingdownherlegs,"Shit!"

shesaidrunningtothebathroom

Shesatdownbuttheliquidwasgushingoutrather

uncontrollably,sheranbacktotheroomleavinga

trailbehindher,sherummagedintoherwardrobe

lookingforachangeofclothes.

"Ohmygoshyouusuchamelaindluyonkekemanje,

yinivelengawe?(youurinatingallovertheplace,

what'swrongwithyou?)heaskedirritably

"it'snoturine,mywaterbroke.Iremembertheytold

usattheclinic"Thuladosaidhereyesfixedinside

thewardrobe

Mhlengishotup,hequicklygotamopandcleaned

thedropletsaroundtheroomandinthetoilet.He

flushedforherandreturnedtotheirspace,he



grabbedthebagandrequestedtheUberwhile

Thuladogotready.

"Areyouinlabornow?"Mhlengiaskedconcerned

"Idon'tknowbutIdon'tfeelanypainsyet"shesaid

Shestartedsweatingasanxietygotthebetterof

her,shewassuddenlyworriedaboutherselfandthe

babies,shestartedcryingforhermother.Mhlengi

pulledhercloseastheywalkedouttheflat.

"Kuzolunga!It'sokayshorty…I'mhereandweare

goingtobeparents"Mhlengikissedherwetcheeks

andpulledherintohisarms

©ZamaGambusheYenga,2021
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Chapter24

Senzoslammedhisfistonthecounterfuming,he

flaredhisnoselookingatPhindilewhowasplaying

withherhandsinnocentlyinthemiddleofthe

kitchen.

"AftereverythingIdidforyou,pouringmyheartout

toyou,youwanttoleaveme…OhGodI'msucha



fool,youjustlikethatbitchsisterifyours,nowtell

mewhoishe?

"It'snoonebabeIjustwanttoliveinressoIcan

studyproperly,youknowIloveyoubutIcan'tstudy

here.AllIendupdoingiscleaning,cookingbythe

timeI'mdoneI'mexhaustedandreturnfromwork

anddemandsex,it'sreallystartingtoaffectmy

schoolwork.Ifyoulovemelikeyousaidyou,you

willallowmetodothis…please"shesaidwalking

closertohim

"Youpromiseit'snotanotherman?"Senzosaidabit

calm

"IloveyoualoneVilakazi,sowillyouallowmeto

liveatRes?"sheaskedslippingherhandsinsidehis

pants

"It'sfineyoucangobuteveryweekendIwantyou

hereandI'mbuyingyouaringtoshowthatyouare

takenandpleasedon'teventhinkofcheatingonme

girlieotherwiseyouwillendupsixfeetlikeyour

sister"hesaidsternly,heyankedherhandsroughly

outofhispantsthenhegrabbedhiscarkeysand



leftforwork.

AssoonasheleftPhindilestuckhertongueout

dialinganumberonherphone.

"mnakskwenzenjan?"thevoiceontheotherend

said

"wemnakslalelaIhavetriedthekegalballsto

tighten,IliedtothebulldogthatI'monmyperiods

buthisgettingimpatientbecauseIalreadytoldhim

aboutmovingout"shesaidalmostwhispering

"leadershipwena,nowyoumustsoakinabathwith

vinegarandyouwillbesorted,thekukuwillbetight

asnew.Nowbecarefulthatyoudontgetcaught

becauseamadodaayabulalanaoe(mencankill

you)"shesaidchuckling

"Don'tworryIhaveeverythingundercontrolsolong

asSenzothinkI'mthisinnocentlittlegirl,I'msorted.

IwanttomoveoutASAP,yaziIhavemoneybutI

can'tuseitbecauseigovulizongibuzaukuthi



ngiyithathephilemali(thebulldogwillaskmewhere

Igotthemoneyfrom).Temptationcomesatmy

doorstepandoneofthesedayshewillwalkinon

usandIcan'thavethat,Ineedtogo"Phindile

informed

"True!Iwonderwhyyoumarryinghimthough

becauseclearlyyoudon'tlovehimmnaks"thevoice

said

"Iactuallydoinawaybutnotentirely,IfeellikeI

needtoenjoymylifefirstbeforehetiesmedown

henceIaskedtofinishschoolfirst"sheanswered

"IhearyounamiI'monmywaytotat'Mfenyane

undimelewethu(hiswaitingforme),

ngisayojulukelwayikhehla"shesaidlaughing(the

oldmanisgoingtosweatontopofme)

"Youandtheoldies"Phindileburstoutlaughing

"Idon'twantdramainmylife,allIwantismoney

andthat'sit.Atleastmyoldiescomeandgetsome

thentheygobacktotheirwivesandleavemein

peace"sheadded

"Iguessthat'syourprerogativemnaksIcannot



bringmyselftodosuch,maybeit'sbecausemy

fatherisstillalive.AnywayenjoyutataMfenyane,I

needtoprepareforSenzowhenhereturns.It'snot

likehesaidanythingbuthejustslipsin,Iguessmy

conscienceisworkingovertime"sheexplained

"Trustyourgut,especiallyifyourpeoplearegifted

likeyousaytheyare,kuthiwamencantellof

anotherman'spresence,Idon'tknowhowtruethat

is"sheresponded

"EishOK,letmego"shehungupabitanxious

Shelookedforvinegarinthecupboardsandluckily

shefoundasealedbottle,thenshedashedtothe

bathroom.

****

FredSimmonsinc



"Ithinkthebestwaytodothisistokeepthingsas

is,Nanacanneverknowthatsheisimportanttous

andsoisPhindile,thatwaytheywon'tgrowwings"

Franksaid

"Untiltheygettiredofthisarrangementthenwhat?

Whatiftheymeetsomeonewhomtheyloveand

theywanttosettledownandcuttieswithus?"Fred

askedconcerned.

"Thatcanneverhappenbesidesthefactthatthey

areweakunderourspell,theydon'thavethe

necessaryrequirementstobemarriedhaveyou

forgottenonceyougoSimmonsyoucan'tgoback.

Whichmanwillsettleforafruitlessmarriage…

relax"FrankpattedFredsshoulder

"OKIhearyouwhataboutSenzo,hewantstomarry

herandnowthis.Wehavebeenlivingoffthatguy

foryearsnow,Idon'tknow"Fredsaid

"Senzosepoes!Thatguyisjustasbad,youthink

helovesPhindile?Wellhedoesn'theisjustusing

hertospitethatshortgirlhismadabout,maybehe

lovedPearlbutnotPhindile.Atleastwithuswewill



takecareofherinexchangeforherwomb

ofcourse"Franksaid.

"Alrightandthevirgin?"Fredarchedhiseyebrow

"Ihaven'tfoundherI'mplanningonvisitingthe

ruralshopefullysomethingwillrevealitselfthere"

heanswered

Nanacameinclickingherheelsinherveryvery

tightandshortdress,thetwinswentmute

immediately.Nanastoppedmidwaylookingatthem

suspiciously.

"Whatwereyoutalkingabout?Wasitaboutme?"

shethinnedhereyes

"Youlookedible"Franksaidstandingupwalking

towards

"Whydon'tyoujustlockthedooronetime"Fred

orderedlooseninghistie



Nanaswallowedthinkingaboutherfilthythoughts,

boththetwinsswaggeredherdirection,shetook

stepsbacksbutherkneeswentweakshetripped

andFrankcaughtherbeforeshecouldtouchthe

floor.

"What'swrong?Yourbreathislabored"Frankasked

softlyashegrazedherlips

Fredsmiledenjoyingtheshow,hehadasoftspot

forNanaandformatoconfirmthatshewas

welcomingtothissetupmadehimveryhappy.

FrankandNanawerekissingpassionately,she

evenhadherhandsrunningalloverhisbodyso

comfortably.ShethenpausedlookingatFred,she

thencalledhimgesturingwithherpointerfinger.

"Ohyouwantmeaswell?"Fredsaidacting

surprised



Thepairfussedoverherassheliednakedonthe

couch,herdreamwasabouttocometrue.Aftera

steamingsessionthetriowasnowdressedand

focusedonrealwork.

"There'sagirlthatweneedtohelp,hermotherisin

hospitalandshedoesn'thavemoneytosendher

forsurgery.Ifollowedherstoryontheradio"Nana

saidstandingoverthetwins

"Whymustwehelpher?"Fredasked

"BecauseIsaidso"Nanasaidsashayingbackto

herdesk

FrankandFredlookedtooneanotherandthey

smiled,thesuddenconfidentandsasswasatotal

turnon.

"Giveheracallandwewillseewhatwecando

mam"Franksaidsarcastically

"VeleIwasgoingtophoneher"shesaidsticking



hertongueoutdialinghernumber

"ImagineherandPhindileinoneroom"Fred

whispered

"Stopgossiping…youaremen…eww"Nana

screamedfromherdesk,thetwinslaughed

Nomzamofinallyanswered….

"Hello"shesaideversosweetly

"HitheremynameisNana,Iheardaboutyourmom

soFredSimmonsIncwanttohaveameetingwith

you,sowecanseehowwecanhelpyou"Nanasaid

"ThankyousomuchsisibutIhavefoundhelp

already,wealreadymet.She'sgoingtoseemy

momtomorrow,thankyousomuch"Sheresponded

"Ohcongrats,allthebestwithmom"Nanasaid

hangingup



Shestaredattheboysandsighed…

"Wetoolate,shefoundhelpalready"shesaidsadly

Puritybudgedinandthereceptionistranafterher,

shethrewherselfonthetloftlofcouch.Shepoor

frontdeskladystoodtherespeechless.

"Itriedtostophersir"shelookedtothetwins

"It'sokay,gobacktowork"Fredsaid,shenodded

andscurriedaway

"Whatareyoudoinghere?"Fredaskedangrily

"Dlamini!Hisdead,hewasamongstthedeadmen

foundonumngeniriver.Idon'tknowwheretogo,I

don'tevenhavefriends"Shesaidinbetweenher

sniffs

"Shouldn'tyoubeathomesittingonamattress

surroundedbycandlesmarriedwoman"Franksaid

spitefully



"Justleavemealone"Shescoffed

"Purityjustgohome,yourfamilymustfindyou

there.Youcan'tbeseengalavantingunlessof

courseyoukilledyourhusband"Fredsaid

"Ofcoursenot,Ithoughtyouguyswould

sympathizewithme"shelookedatthemsurprised

"Thenstopbeingathoughtist"Franksaidmockingly,

Nanagiggledsittingonherdeskmindingherown

business

"Notsolongago,youwantedhimdeadthough

Purity"Fredsaid

Purityopenedhermouthtosaysomethingbut

wordsfailedher.

****

Meanwhileatthehospital,Mhlengipacedupand

downanxiousasaleafabouttofallfromatree,he



keptonjumpinguponseeinganurseoradoctor

butnonehadnewsforhim.Thenhethoughtoftheir

flat,itwasadumpandnotaplacefornewborn

babies,infacthisheartclenchedbecauseof

Thulado'shabit,hethoughtshewouldhavebeen

betterbynowbutthekidsarehereandthehome

theyhaveforthemistotallyunacceptable.Hedrew

hisphonefromhispocketandpagedthrough

lookingforAirbnb'sthathecoulduseuntilhegetsa

biggerplace,hedidn'tcareifThuladowasgoingto

agreeornot.Hefoundatwobedroomapartmentin

southBeach,withoutwastingtimehedialedthe

host.

"Hi!SharonspeakinghowcanIhelpyou?"shesaid

inafriendlyvoice

"Hiuhm…IjustsawroomshereonAirbnbandI'm

interestedinthetwobedroomfacingtheocean,I

wantitforamonth"Mhlengienquired

"OhOKthat'sperfect,itisavailableIjustchecked

outafamilythere,whendoyouneedit?"Sharon



asked

"Immediately!"Mhlengireplied

"OKnoproblem,myhelperiscleaningtheplace,

youcangoaheadandfilltheformonlineandthen

paythedeposit.Isthereanythingelseyouneed

fromme?"theladyasked

"Yes,canyoupleasemakeitchildfriendly,Ihave

newborntwins"shesaid

"Congratulations,IwilldowhatIcantomakesure

yourstayiscomfortable,confirmyourdetailsonline

andpaythedeposit"sheurged

"Rightaway"Mhlengisaidhangingup.

Hesatbackonthebenchfillinghisinformation,he

madeapaymentandtheladymessagedhimabout

wheretogetthekeys.Thenursecameoutinher

scrubs,shestoodbeforehim.

"SirI'msenttoaskifyouwouldliketogototheatre

withmissMdletshe,thebabiesaretoobigsothey



willhavetooperateher"hesaid

"NoIwillwaithere,Icannotbringmyselftoseeher

inpain"hesaidnervously

"Shewillbeputunder,shewon'tbeinpain"the

nurseassured

"Yousure?"heaskedreluctantly

"Yeahhurryupthisway,shehasbeenthroughalot,

wethoughtshewouldneedsomeonewhocareson

herside"shesaidgivinghimatightsmile

Mhlengifollowedthenursetotheathre,they

sprayedhimandgavehimscrubstowearandanet

forhisshoesandhead.Hewasdirectedtowhere

ThuladowasalreadypreparedforCeaserean,his

heartpoundedasthefearoftheunknownwashed

overhim.Whatifshedoesn'tmakeit,heheard

storiesofwomendeliveringbutgivingupaftertheir

kidsareborn.Thuladospottedhimandsmiled

weaklyshelookedlikeshewasfightingdragons,

redpuffyeyesandaflushedfacewithdrylips.



"hey"shesaidweaklystretchingherhandtotouch

him,Mhlengitookagiantsteptoholdher

"Welcomesir,justcalmherdownandeverything

willbealright.She'snotinpainshemightfeelabit

coldsoshewillshiverbutallisgood"the

anesthetistdoctoradvised,Mhlenginoddedhis

head

"Mystrongwoman,youlooksobeautiful"Mhlengi

saidleaninginforakiss

"ThankyouFuze,theysayingyourbabiesarebig"

shechucklednervously

"ShouldIbehappyaboutthat?Yousureatealot

duringthepregnancy"heanswered

"Ithinkit'sagoodthingbutIguessnotforme"she

tightenedherlips

MeanwhilethedoctorshoveredaroundThulado

behindthebaricade,theycouldn'tseethegory

details.Thedoctorsadvisedthatshewillfeel



pressureastheypushthebabiesoutbutnothingto

worryabout,Thuladonoddedherheadindeedit

wastime.Afteracoupleofsecondstheyhearda

littlecry,thedoctorandtheathrestaffcheeredit's

girl,theyliftedherupbutquicklyhandedheroverto

thenursewhowascleaningthebabies.Theyadded

pressureagainandthistimealoudercrywasheard

theyalllaughedcheeringforher.

"Thisonewillkeepyouup,forgetaboutever

sleepingagain"hesaidlaughing

ThuladojustweptGodhasblessedthemwithtwo

littlegirls,theysuddenlyoccupiedaspecialplacein

herheart.Mhlengikeptonwipinghistears,he

couldn'texplainwhathewasfeelinginside.The

doctorinterruptedtheirweepingparty.

"Haveyouthoughtofnames"

"No!"theysaidtogetherchucklinginbetweentheir



sniffs

"Wellcongratulationsagain,thebabieswillbewith

youstraightfromhere.Theyarehealthyandgood

togobutyouwillbesentintotherecoveryroomfor

8hours,dadyoucangoandgreetyourkidsfora

coupleofsecondsbeforewetakethemaway"the

doctorsaidtoMhlengi

Hetookreluctantstridestowardsthemobilecot,he

wasnervousashell.Andtheretheyweretwopink

babiesheavilywrappedinhospitalsheets,they

seemedtobesleeping.Hesmiledashisemotion

roseaboutspiralingoutofcontrol,hewantedto

holdthemandstaybytheirsideandneverleave

them.

"Canyoudressthemup,Iboughtthemclothes"

Mhlengisaidlookingatthenurse

"OKIwilldoitintherecoveryroom,it'swarmer

there"sheassured



TheyrolledthetwinsoutandThuladowhowas

slowlydozingoff,Mhlengirushedafterthem.When

theyreachedthematernitywardhecouldn'tpass

throughthereceptionsohekissedThuladoand

thankedherforthemillionthtime,hewaitedfor

themtodissapearthenheundressedfromthe

scrubsandleftheadingtotheBnB.
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Chapter25

"Newbeginnings,NewChapter,Newborns"

MhlengimetSharonoutsidetheapartment,they

exchangedpleasantriesandthekeys.Sharonwasa

littlesad,shethoughtshewouldgetaglimpseof

thetwinsthatgotherallexcited,revellinghertogo

outofherwaytocreatealittlefantasynurseryfor

themwithhelpfromfriendsandfamily.

"Ican'tbelieveyoudidallinthatinsuchashort

spaceoftime,it'sabsolutelybeautiful"Mhlengisaid

gobsmackedheneverthoughtanurserywouldlook

thatbeautiful

"I'msorry!Whenyoutoldmeyouhavenewborn

twins,Ijustgotcarriedaway.Ijustlovekidsthey

aresuchwonderandhereIwasthinkingIwillgetto

seethem"themiddleagedwhitewomansaid

"Unfortunatelytheyweredeliveredthrough



ceaserean,theywillonlycomehereafterthree

days"Mhlengisaid

"Ohwell,youguysenjoy.Iwillseethemsomeother

time.Ijustwantyoutoknowthatyouareblessed

beyondmeasure,ifyouneedanythingjustshout"

Shereplied

"I'mactuallylookingforaplace,twobedroomina

safeenvironment"Mhlengiadded

"IfIhearanythingIwillletyouknow,InfactIwillask

aroundamongstfriendsandfamilysomething

shouldcomeup"shefurthersaid

"CanIaskyousomething"Mhlengisaidsittingon

thecouch,hefeltfreearoundSharoneventhough

hewasmeetingherforthefirsttime.Shewasjust

sowelcomingandgenuine.

"Sure,anything"shesatontheoppositecouch

"ThereasonwhyI'mhereisbecauseourflatis

trashed,I'mevenembarrassedtoeventalkaboutit

butnowthatmygirlsarehereIfeellikeit'stimeIdo

something,butIdon'tknowwhattodo.Mywoman!

Shecollectsstuffandithaspileduptheflattoa



pointwherewearewindingthrougheverything,I

loveherbutIcannotstandit,it'sstinkyandstuffy.

Itconfusesmebecausesheisacleanpersonbut

criessorrowfullywhenIattempttodiscardthe

clutter,I'mstartingtothinkit'shabitthatisstuck

withherforever,Idon'tknowhowmanytimesI

haveconcludedthatI'mleavingherbutmylovefor

heranchorsmedown"heheaviedaheavysigh"I'm

sorrytobombardyoubutIdon'thaveanyonetotalk

too,Ineedhelp,Ineedguidance"hesaidlookingat

Sharonwithglisteningeyes

"Yep!Yep!"shesaidnoddingherheadinagreement,

"Iknowthattoowellyoungman,obviouslyI'mnota

doctorsoIcannotgiveheradiagnosisbutit

soundslikeahoardertome,myauntwasthe

biggesthoarderIhaveeverseen.Itbecamea

healthhazardshewouldkeepboxesofelectrical

appliancesforyearsandwouldflipifyouwouldask

forsome.Worseshewasasthmatic,theplacewas

filthyandrevolting.Shewouldalsocollectpetsand

storefood,weallmovedoutthehouseandlefther

alonethinkingshewillselfIntrospectonlyto



realizedthatwemadethingsworse.Shebecameso

sickshehadtobeadmittedtothehospital,even

thereshewasalwayswailingandanxiousbecause

shethoughtwewouldgotoherhouseandthrow

everythingout.Irememberhowsheusedtochase

usaroundthehousethrowingshoesatusifwe

madeanattempttocleantheplace…mayhersoul

restinpeace.Thethingisitgetsworsewithage,

youlosefriendsandfamily,youautomatically

becomeanislandbecauseyouaretoo

embarrassedtoassociateyourselfwithothersjust

incasetheywanttotalkaboutyourclutter.Youlive

yourlifeinisolation,somybestadviceistobe

gentleandeverythingyoudo,doitinlovebut

definitelygetherhelp,itwillonlygetworsefrom

here"shesaid

"Ohwow,Thuladocollectsice-creamcontainers

andbooks,she'salwayslookingupforgaragebook

salesorbookgiveaways.FirstlyIthoughtshewas

abookwormbutsheneverreads,itbaffledme.She

issoquicktotellmethere'snospacewhenIcome

withmystuffandI'mlike"hello",hechucked."just



likeyousaidourfriendsaren'tallowedtoourflat,

notthatIwouldbringanyonetherebutshemadeit

clearthattheyaren'twelcomed"heexplained

"She'sdefinitelyahoarderbutpleasegetherhelp,in

hermindshethinksthattherewillcomeatime

whenshewillusethestuff.It'samentalillness

connectedtosometraumatheyhaveexperienced,

welaterfoundoutanditdawnedonus.Myuncle

andherkidsweremurderedatthehouse,whenshe

returnedfromworkshefoundthemswimmingina

poolofblood.Welaterfoundoutthatitwashis

friendwhowasalsoabusinesspartnerwho

orderedthehit,eventhoughhewasarrestedherlife

wasneverthesame.Sotalktoheryouwillbe

shocked"Sharonfurthersaid

"Thankyousomuch,thathelpsmealot…yohIhad

noidea"Mhlengisaidhonestly

Sharonstoodupandsqueezedhisshoulderbefore

walkingtowardsthedoor.



"She'sluckytohaveacaringmanlikeyou,feelfree

ifyouneedmyhelp"sheleft

Mhlengiscratchedhisheadvigorously,thiswas

alotofinformation,hegrabbedthekeysandleft.He

neededtofetchsomestufffromtheirflat.

****

FortunatelyPhindilemanagedtoscoreherselfa

roomoncampus,theperksofbefriendingtheSRC

itwaseasypeasy.Gluedonherphoneshewaited

attherobotsjustoutsidetheRes,herstomachhas

beenrumblingeversincelunchtimeandnowshe

couldn'twaittogetherhandsonthatfriedchicken.

Withallthemoneyshehad,shecouldbuywhatever

shewants.Thecarsstoppedandshecrossedthe

road,guysinablackVWPolostartedwhistling

admiringheryellowthighswhomwerevisibleand

enticing.Shescoffedatthem,shewasdealingwith

biggerfishesnotmerefuckboyswhosunkedin



debts,livingofftheirparents.

SheenteredKFCandorderedherdesiredmeal,she

crossedtheroadagainbutsuddenlyshefeltacloth

coveringhermouthandnose,shedroppedher

brownpaperbagasshesuccumbedtothe

darkness.

****

AttheHospital

Mhlengiwasbathedsmellingfreshwhenhe

enteredthewardwhereThuladoandthetwinswere

kept,itwastheafternoonvisitinghours.Hebought

herjuice,fruits,waterandfoodasrequestedbyhis

shorty.Thuladostilllookedweakandinalotofpain,

shestruggledtositasMhlengiwalkedcloserto

them.Inthewardwas7otherbedsbutonly5were

occupiedbyotherladieswhoalsodeliveredthrough



ceaserean.Mhlengikissedherandthenshiftedhis

focusonhisprincesses,unfortunatelytheywere

sleeping.

"Canyouwakethemup?"heasked

"No!Apparentlythisishowit'sgoingtobefora

while,theywakeuptoeatthenofftolalalandagain.

Howareyou?"Thuladoasked

"Imissyou,Ican'tbelieveyouwillbehereforthree

days"hesaidpoutingpickinguponetwin,"sohow

dowedifferentiate,theylookthesametome"

Mhlengisaid

"Sincetheydon'thavenamesyet,theyaremarked

AandBsoyoucarryingB"shechuckled,"andthat

oneistheloudwailer"sheinformed.Mhlengi

laughedrememberingwhatthedoctorssaidabout

herkeepingthemupallnight

"Haveyouthoughtofnames?"Mhlengiasked

"Iwantedtogivethemmymother'sname,butthen

theywon'tsoundidenticalsoIdon'tknow.Perhaps



onecanhaveyourmother'snameandtheothermy

mom'sname"shesaidlightingup.Mhlengiputthe

babydownandheldherhand.

"Thulado!Iwantustostartoveronacleanslate,to

createourownempirethatisn'tconnectedtoour

past.Nooffense!Ilovemyparentsbutwhateverit

istheyhavetoofferendswithme,whatmychildren

willgetmustbefromtheirfatherandmother.Idon't

wantmychildrentosufferlikemeandyoushould

somethinghappentoussothereforethisrighthere

isouroffspring,theydeservenewnames,they

mustmaketheirownmarkandnotfitintosomeone

else'sshoes.Noneofourkidsshouldhavenames

ofourdeceasedincludingus,there'splentyofways

torememberyourlovedone's.Iwentanddida

tattooforme.I'mnotimposingourbelovedparents

inourkids"hesaidslightlysqueezingherhand

"OKI-Ididn'tknowthat'showyoufeel,andhonestly

everytimeIthinkofmymom,Ijustcrybecauseit

hurtstillthisday"shesaidasfreshtearsappeared

inhereyes

"Youseeshorty!Andallthatenergy,thesadness



willfalluponourchildren.I'msorryaboutyourpain,

wewillgetthrougheverythingmuntuwami"he

stooduptowipehertears

"Howaboutyounamethem?"Thuladosaid,trying

todiffusethesituationastherewasotherladiesin

theroom

"OkayIwillthinkaboutit,nowtellmehowdidyou

getyourname?"Mhlengiaskedarchinghiseyebrow

"Well!"shechuckledlightly,"ApparentlyIwasan

angelfromallmyfatherskids,theyusedtocryand

getsickoftencausingmydadtorunupanddown

butwhenIcame,therewaspeace.Itdidn'thelp

becauseitseemedlikemydadfavoredmymom

amongsttheotherwives,mymomsaidhewas

smilingadmirablywhenhesaid"uthuleuthidu

ntombiyamiethandwauyise,ungafaninabobonke

abanye….uThuladu…hesaidandmymomstuckon

it(keepquietandstaypeacefulmyfavorite

princess,don'tbeliketherest…theonewhoisquiet)

"Ohwow,itsoundslikeyourfatherlovesyouand

didyoufollowyournamegrowingup,Istillthink



youarequietbutIthoughtmaybeit'sbecauseof

yourtroubles"Mhlengisaid

"Myfatherlovedusbuteversincemymomdied

thingschanged,hisnotthesamemanIknow.YesI

followedmynameverywelleveninbadtimes,I

wouldgetbulliedatschoolbecauseofmyheight

andIwilljustkeepquiet.Mysiblingswouldill-treat

meandIwillsweepitundertherugbecauseIam

theonethatisquiet"shewipedmoretears

"Nomore,theymusttryandhurtyouagain.Iwill

forgetthatIstillneedtogoandpaylobolaandhurt

allofthem"hechuckled

"That'soneofthereasonsIleft"shesmiled

"SowhyareyouThuladothenifyournameis

Thuladu?"

"Theymadeamistakeathomeaffairs,throughout

myschoollife,theycallmebywhattheyseeinmy

certificateorIDbutathomeI'mThuladu.IguessI

gotusedtobeingcalledlikethat"shechuckled

"OK…Iloveyouandpleasenomoretears.Iwillstop

askingquestionsthatopenupwounds"hesaid



plantingakissonhercheeks,thesecuritycame

withabellindicatingthatvisitingtimeswereover.

MhlengipickedupbabyAandkissedheraswell,he

neededtolearntobefaironbothkidsnoneofthem

shouldfeelmorefavoredthantheother.Hebid

farewellandleft,theladiesinthewardsatontheir

buttsmilingatThulado.

"Yourbabydaddylovesyoubakithi,youguysareso

cute"thegirlinthecornersaid

"Thankyou"Thuladosaidshyly

"Youaresoluckyyoh,thisismychildalonethat

scumdeniedhimcabanga"thisonegirlexclaimed

sadly

"Myekewenaoe"(leavehim)theonegirlsaid,"we

aresousedofraisingthesechildrenonourown,

becausethesemenaresoirresponsible.Yourchild

willgrowupwithouthim,youjustlovehimand

raisehimthebestwayyoucan,don'tmindhim"she



added

"Idon'thaveachoiceoe,Idon'tevenhaveajobbut

Iwillhustleformyson.Youareveryfortunatenjeto

haveamanwhosticksbyyouthroughthickand

thin,it'sveryrarethesedays"sheadded

"Ourchildrenaren'traisedright,wearebringingup

abrokennation.Ourfutureisverybleak,thereis

justsomuchangerandhateouttherebecauseof

irresponsibleparents"Thuladosaidasifshe'sina

trance,shewaslostinthoughtsbuttheotherladies

agreedwithher.

****

Around8pmanursewalkedinwithawheelchair

followedbytwopolicemen,theystoppedon

Thulado'sbed,shefrownedinconfusion.

"MissThuladoMdletshecouldyoupleasecome

withus,wehaveafewquestionswewanttoask



you"theonepolicesaid

"Mychildren!"shesaid

"Don'tworrytheywillwatchoverthem"heassured

Thenursehelpedherintothewheelchair,tears

trickleddownherfacethinkingofthelasttimeshe

wasfalselyaccusedandthrownintoacell.The

nursepushedher.

"Pleaseletmetakemykids"shebegged

"Shhdon'twakethemup,Iwillwatchthemforyou"

thenurseassuredheroncemore

Theotherpolicepushedheroutoftheward,her

heartwaspoundingyoucouldhearit.

©ZamaGambusheYenga,2021
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Chapter26

ThepolicesatacrossThuladointhefoyer,the

lightswereabitdim,thesoundofmachinesisall

youcouldhearthat'showquietthefloorwasat

night.Notasinglenurseinsight,thisshotup

Thulado'sanxiety,shestartedplayingwithher

handsuncontrollably.Thetwoofficerjustsmirked

staringather,whentheyweresatisfiedoneofthem



clearedhisthroat.

"ApologiesMissMdletshe,weunderstandthatthis

isyourtimetorest.Wewon'tbelongwejustwant

toaskyouafewquestions"hesmiledtryingtoease

thesituation

"Okay"Thuladorepliedstillnervous,shekepton

lookingatthedirectionwheresheleftherbabies

withstrangers

"DoyouknowMhlengiNgcobo?"theonepolice

asked

"Yes!heismyboyfriend"Thuladoanswered

"OK"hesaidnoddinghishead,"Iguessweinthe

rightplace"headdedlookingattheotherpoliceman

"DoyouperhapsknowaboutJessie,your

boyfriendsgirlfriend?"themaninblueasked

archinghiseyebrow

"IknowJessieashismentornotgirlfriend"Thulado

spatgettingalittleannoyed

"OK,thethingisJessiedumpedMhlengifor



whateverreasons.Ialsowouldn'tputmylifeon

holdforahooliganlikeMhlengi,soJessiesoldher

houseandrelocatedinCapeTownbutyourb!tchof

amanwentbacktoherhouseonlytofindanew

ownerthere.Hegotangryandransackedtheplace

withhisfriends,theladyidentifiedhim",the

policemansaid

"That'sridiculous!"Thuladochuckledbitterly

"Youseemverysure,didn'tMhlengigoandfetch

hispaintingsatthehouse?"thepolicemanposeda

question

"Yeshedid,buthesleptonthischestandwokein

betweenthesethighs,there'snowaythatMhlengi

didallofthosethings.Wewatchedthenews

togethershockinglythefollowingmorningwhenwe

sawthathisformermentorshousegotrobbed…

ayikhoyonkelentoaniyishiyo"shesaidwithsudden

confidence(hedidn'tdoallofthosethings)

"Wouldyouknowifhewokeupinthemiddleofthe

nightandleft?"thepoliceasked

"Yes!I'malightsleeper…pluswewereverybusy



thatnightsikhulisaabantwana"shesaid

confidently(havingsex)

"Writeyourstatementhere,wehopeyouaretelling

thetruthsisibecausetheladyhasCCTVfootage,

foryoursandnewbornssakeIreallyhopeyouare

tellingthetruthbecauseyouwillendupinjailwith

yourboyfriend"hesaidinclosing

Thulado'sheartpoundedoutofherribcageasshe

wrotedownherstatement,shewasfrightenedthat

thismightcomebackandbiteherinthefuture.She

sleepslikeadeadpersonandMhlengicouldeasily

sneakinandoutbutsinceshedidn'tseeanything

suspiciousshewasgoingtodefendhimwithher

lastbreath.Shesignedandhandedthepieceof

paper

backtothepolice,theywheeledherbacktoher

ward.Shesmiledwhenshesawherkidsstill

sleepingjustthewaysheleftthem,thenurse

noddedatherandleft,sodidthepoliceman.



Shehoppedintothebedandtrailedofftowhatthe

meninblueweresaying,sherememberedhow

MhlengihadaccesstoJessie'shouse,andthat

timetheydissapearedintothehouse.Coulditbe

thattheywereseeingeachother?Butwhywouldhe

takehertohisgirlfriendshouseheavilypregnant,it

justdidn'tmakesenseatall.Sheactuallyfeltgreat

fordismissingthatbunchofcrap,shewassoproud

fornotentertainingrubbish.ShelovesMhlengiand

Mhlengiloveshersheassuredherself,shelowered

herbodyunderthethinsheetsandclosedher

heavyeyes.

****

4amThuladowasthefirsttoutilizethetoilets,she

heardstoriesofhowfilthygovernmentbathrooms

becomeduringthecourseofthedayandthatthe

warmwatercutsoff.Shewaitedforhertwinsto

sleepandquicklywenttoshowerandreturned

uponarrivingshesawthattherewasanewlady,



shemusthavejustwokeupfromtherecoveryroom.

Thuladohoppedintobedmindingherownbusiness,

thenursestrolledintocheckifshemadeittothe

roomsincetheymakeyouwalkonyourownjustto

strengthenyourbody,youwaddleyourwayfrom

therecoveryroomtoyourappointedward.

Thenursesawthetrailofbloodandclotsonthe

floorshestartedshouting,shewenttolookoutside

andyelledontopofhervoice.Theladyhasbeen

bleedingleavingalineofbloodfromtherecovery

room.

"Can'tyouseethatyouaremakingamess?"she

saidangrily

"There'snothingIcando,I'minpain"shesaidsoftly

inherdefense

"Youarenotthefirstonetogetanoperation,all

theseladiesinherehadonebutnoneofthemdid

whatyouaredoing.Changeyourpadclearlyitsfull,

doyouthinkit'snicetowipesomeone'sbloodon



thefloor"thenurseaskedirritably

"I'minpain,I'mtellingyou"shesaidraisingher

voice

"Wellyouwillcleanafteryourselfthenwiththat

attitude,Iwasn'ttherewhenyoudecidedtoopen

yourlegsandmakeababy.Myjobistonurseyou

tillyougohomenottocleanafteryounx"shesaid

thenwalkedout

Theladywipedhertearsstandingoverherbed

lookingatherchildsleepingonthebed,oneofthe

ladieswhowasupfeedingherbabyspoke.

"IfIwereyou,Iwouldgolookforamopandstart

wipingbeforeyourblooddriesout,it'stherebythe

toiletsbecausethenightshiftstaffisveryheartless

theywilltellthemorningshiftaboutyouandyour

stayherewillbehorrible"shesaid

"I'minsomuchpain,whycan'tsheunderstand.I

don'tknowwhethersositorstand"sheanswered



"It'syourbloodsisi,plusyouneedtochangeyour

padfrequentlysoitdoesn'tfillupquickly.Thisis

notaprivatehospital,asforthepainyouwillget

usedofit,cleanyourmesswhenyouaredonego

andaskforthepainkillersyouwillfeelbetter"she

added

Theladylefttheroomalittleupsetbutshedidn't

dareutteraword,itwasagovernmentinstitute

afterall.Youappreciatethelittletheydoforyou,it

wasfreehealthcare.

"Thisone'sattitudewillmakeherstayhorriblehere"

theladywhowasadvisinghersaid

"Sheprobablythinksshehasrightsinhere"Thulado

said

"Notinhere,whentheychangeinthemorningthey

willalerteachotherabouther…watch"shesaid

crossingherfingers

"Iwonderwhysheisalwaysshoutingatpatients



thisone"Thuladoloweredhervoice

"Shejustwantstoberelevantnje,Ipreferthe

chubbyfaironewhowaswatchingyourbabiesand

thetalldarkone"shewhisperedback

"True!Theyarenicebutthisoneyouwouldswear

sheisthemanager"theychuckledsoftly

****

Thenextmorning…

At11amMhlengiwalkedinwithabrownbaganda

packetfromPicknPay,heplaceditonthelittle

cupboardnexttoThulado.Hekissedherthen

pickeduponeofthetwins,hecheckedthewristtag

anditwaswrittenA.Hesmiledathisfirstborntwin

thefeelingwasindescribable,hecouldn'twaitfor

themtobedischargedsohecouldspendenough

timewiththem.



"Howareyoufeelingtoday?",hefinallyasked

"I'mgood,thepainisslowlysubsiding"Thulado

said

"That'sgood,aretheygivingyouanyproblems?"

Mhlengiasked

"No,it'sabittiringtofeedthembothiftheyare

hungryatthesametime,buttheyarepeaceful"she

said

"BeforeIforget,Ifoundtwosnakesattheflat.One

camebehindthetubsandtheotherbehindthe

books"Thulado'seyeswideneduponhearingthis,"I

lookedeverywherebutIcouldn'tfindthem,they

justdissapearedintheroomsoIfigurednomanwe

can'tbringinthechildreninaplacewithtwoblack

mamba's.IcalledNickEvansbutunfortunatelyhis

onholidaysointhemeantimeIgotusaplaceto

stayin"Mhlengisaidfixinghissadtone

"TwoblackMambasomandla!"Thuladoputher

handsonherhead,shewasterrifiedofsnakes

"Twolongonesshorty"Mhlengirubbeditin



"Whereisthenewplace?"Thuladoasked

"It'sinSouthBeach,I'malsolookingforabigger

placeforournewhome"Thuladonodded

Sheopenedthebrownbagandstartedeatingwhile

Mhlengitookturnscarryinghistwins,heseemed

happy,beingafathersuitedhimasyoungashe

was.Thuladodecidedtobreakthesilencesinceall

theotherladiesseemedtobeoccupiedwiththeir

visitors.

"Thepolicewereherelastnight"Mhlengi'sface

changedinstantly

"Todowhat?"heaskedalmostimmediately

"Toaskaboutyouandyourgirlfriend…Jessie"she

saidspitefully,"Apparentlythatdogladyhasa

CCTVfootageofthethievesbutIassuredthemthat

itwasn'tyou,Imeanyouwouldn'tdothatright?"

Thuladosaidarchinghereyebrow

"Yasure!Ididn'tdoit"hesaidsoftlyshiftinghis



focusonthebabies

"Youwerewithmethewholenightandwewere

verybusy,iswhatItoldthem"Thuladosaid

searchingforsomethinginhiseyes

"Yeahsure,that'swhat'supbabe"hecontinued

playingwiththechildreneventhoughtheywerefast

asleep

****

SenzoparkedoutsideFredSimmonsInc,hewas

stillinhisblacksuit,hecamestraightfromworkto

seethetwins.Hefoundthemattheirofficewaiting

forhim.

"Gents!"theybothgotuptobrohughim

"Heyndodawhat'sup?"theysaidworried

"IthinkI'mloosingmymind,maybethisdating

thingisn'tforme.Phindilebeggedmetolethergo



stayatRessoshecanfocusonherschoolwork

butnowshejustvanishedwithoutaword"hesaid

looseninghistie

"Howcanshejustvanish?"Franksaidequally

fustrated,hewentstraighttohiswhiskybottle

pouringthesubstanceinaglass

"Wellshe'snowheretobefound,perhapsshe

wantedtorunfromme,maybeshehasaman"

Senzosaidshrugginghisshoulders

"Nahsomethingisnotrighthere,shecannotjust

dissapearman"Fredsaid,thetwinsseemedvery

upsetaboutthisandcausedSenzotobealarmed.

"Youbothseemtocareverymuch,youhave

litterallygoneredintheface"headded

"ThisisyourfiancéSenzoofcoursewecareandwe

willhelpyoulocateher,Iknowhowmuchyoulove

Phindile"Franksaid

"Yeah,butsomethingtellsmeshe'scheatingonme,

soI'mgoingtogivethisacoupleofdaysifIdon't

hearfromherorshedoesn'treturntoResIwill

reporthermissing.AfterwhatPearldidtome,I



cannotshakethefeelingthatshe'swithaman

whereversheis"Senzosaidshrugginghis

shoulders

Thetwinsjustlookedateachotherguiltystricken

sincetheyweretheoneschowingPhindilebehind

closeddoorsbuttheywereequallyalarmedbyher

dissapearance.

****

Nanawaspackingherbelongings,shewasgetting

readytogoseeThuladoatthehospitalforthe

afternoonvisit.FrankandFredlefttheofficeearly

today,sheswitchedherlaptopandsashayedout

theoffice.Whensheopenedhercar,hercellphone

vibratedvigorouslyinherbag.Shejumpedin

answeringit.

"Hello"shesaidconfusedshecouldn'trecognize



thenumber

"Hisisiit'sNomzamo,Igotyournumberonthe

websiteofthecompanyyouworkfor"Shesaid

"Heygirl!What'sup?"Nanasaid

"Eishtheladywhoofferedtohelpmehasbailedout

afterfindingoutthatmymothermadehercancer

worsebyrefusingtoquitsmokinganddrinking.She

saidshedoesn'twanttowastehermoneyon

someonewhodoesn'twanttolive,Iknowmy

motherisstubbornbutithurtsmetoseeherlike

this.Ineedhertolive,she'sallIhave.Sisicanyou

stillhelpmeplease,youaremylasthope"shesaid

pleadingly

"Iwillorganizeyouameetingwithmybossesbut

theywereonboardthefirsttime,I'mjustnotsureif

theywillstillbekeen"Sherepliedtoher

"Okay,Ihavemyfingerscrossed,Iwilldoanything

formymothertogetbetter"sheassured
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"Myloveforyouisdeepanditwillalwaysstand"

~Mhlengi

Fourdayslater

Thuladohasbeenthinkingaboutthetwoblack

mama'sthatinvadedtheirflat,thethoughtof



movingintoanewplacegavehernightmaresbut

Mhlengiwasadamantthatthisiswhattheywere

doingeithershelikesitornot."Whatkindofa

fatherwillthatmakehim,exposinghisonlychildren,

hisprincessesforthatmattertotwovenomous

snakes?"iswhatheemphasizedon.

TheUberparkedoutsidetheapartments,itwas

absolutelybreathtaking,andtheoceanwasjusta

stonethrowaway.Youcouldhearthewaves

crashingintoshore,thatfeelingofpeacebroughta

smileonThulado'sface.Mhlengicarriedthebagon

hisbackthenthetwinsweresnuggledincarriages

ofwhichhecarriedineacharm.Theelevator

pingedonthirdfloor,atleastthisplacewaswell

maintainedunlikethatskorokorolifttheyhaveat

theirflat.Sharonoutdidherself,Mhlengistill

couldn'tbelievetheywerewhitepeoplewhowere

sonicenaturally.Hewassousedofrudeandracist

CaucasiansapartfromJessieofcourse,shewas

alwaysnicetohim,welluntilshestartedshowing

interestonotherthingseitherthatart,untilhe



forcedherselfontohim.

"Thisplaceissonice,canwelivehere?"Thulado

saidscanningaround

"Unfortunatelyit'sanAirbnb,wecanstayfora

month"Mhlengianswered

"It'sbeautiful!"shesaid

"Waituntilyouseethetwinsroom"Mhlengisaid

excitedly

"Theynotgoingtosleepwithus?"Thuladoasked

archinghereyebrow

"No!Ireadsomewherethat'schildrenmustget

usedtosleepingontheirownspacefromyoung,so

theygrowinindependenceotherwisewewillhavea

hardtimedetachingthemfromus.Alsoyouneed

properrest"Mhlengiexplained

"Buttheyaresolittle,I'mscaredIwon'thearthemin

theotherroom,whatifsomethinghappenstothem

andIcan'thearthem?"Thuladostartedpanicking

"Relax,I'mhereandSharonsaidIshouldgeta



monitorandIdid.Wewillheareventhelittlestof

sounds,I'mhereshorty"Mhlengiassuredher

"Wheredidyougetallthismoneyfrom?"Thulado

finallyasked

"Pleaserefrainfromaskingmethatquestion,I'ma

manandIfindwaystoprovideformyfamily,that's

allyouneedtoknow"Mhlengisaiddismissively

"Iworrysthandwasami,thepoliceareafteryou"

shesaid

"Ablackmanisalwaysasuspect,theyhave

nothingonme.Ididn'tstealfromthatladylikeI

said...relax"Mhlengireplied

"I'msorrythen…Iloveyou"Thuladosaid

Mhlengishruggedhisshouldersandrelaxed,it's

beenlongsinceheheardthesewordscomingout

ofhermouth.Heputthebabiesonthecouchand

pulledherclosingthegapbetweenthem,he

smashedhislipsontoherskissingherpassionately.



"Iloveyoumorethananything"herepliedlooking

straightintohereyes

HepickedupthebabiesandledThuladointothe

nurseryshescreamedinexcitementwakingupthe

babiesintheprocess.Sheonlydreamedofsucha

setup,andshewasnevergoingtoachievethisat

theflat.TheplacewasturquoiseandGrey,the

stuffedanimalsandcombinedcots!Itwas

magnificentshewalkedaroundtouchingeverything.

"HowonearthMhlengi?"sheaskedenthusiastically

"HonestlytheamountofluckIhavebeengetting

latelyisoverwhelming,theowneroftheplace

steppedupanddidallofthis.Sheaskedherfamily

andfriendsforhelpandvoîla!"hesaidexcitedly

"Sharon?"shesaidsoftly

"Yeah!Her"heanswered

"Ihopeshe'snotanotherJessie"shesaid

sarcastically



"WhatdoesthatsupposedtomeThulado?"he

askedstaringather

"Well!Clearlysomethinghappenedbetweenthetwo

ofyou,atleastthat'swhatthepolicemanthinks.I

justdon'twanttobefightingwithwhitewomenover

aman,I'mfromMooiRiverngizobabhonya"she

chuckled

"Mxmyouaresosillywhenyouwanttoo"Mhlengi

saidrelaxingabit,"Sharonisasweetelderlylady

pleaseshowsomerespect"headded

"AndJessie?"sheaskedarchinghereyebrow

"comehere"shecomplied,"Jessieis-wasmy

mentor,Ididsleepwithherbeforebutthatwaslong

beforeImetyou,whenItookyoutothehouseit

waslongsinceIhaveseenher.That'sthehonest

truth"Mhlengiconfessed

"Soshewasyourgirlfriend"shewiggledherself

fromhisembrace,"Youtookmetoyourgirlfriends

house,whatkindofdisrespectisthatMhlengi?"she

spat

"Itookyoutheretoshowyoumyart,Shewasnever



mygirlfriend,wejusthadsex"heassuredher

"Wasshegood,she'sbeautifulwithperfectlytoned

longlegs.Shehasahousedefinetelyabetter

choicethanme,wasshebetterthanme"shesaid

sadlywithtearsstreamingdownherface

"No!Shewasn'tbetterthanyou.Iloveyou,you

shortthingjustthewayyouare.Pleasestop

stressingyourselfaboutnothing,youaremadefor

mekaMdletshe,allthatisleftformeistosendmy

unclestoyourfatherandIwillneverletyougo

thereonwards"heexclaimed

"I'msorry,it'sjustthatyouaremineMhlengi.You

arenotsupposedtosleepwithanyonebutme,you

arenotallowedtoloveanyoneelsebutmeevenifit

waslongbeforeyoumetme…youareforbidden

becauseyouaremine"shewipedhertears

"OKshorty"heblushedlookingawaythenhe

chuckled

"Whatareyoulaughingat,I'mserious"shesaid

lookingintohiseyesslightlysmiling

"Youaresomethingelse,letmefeedyousoyoucan



rest"Mhlengipeckedherlipswalkingoutthe

nursery

Thuladoplacedthechildrengentlyonthecots,

coveringthemwithfluffyminkbabyblankets,she

thenwaddledtothebedroomtotakeashower.

****

@Thecoffeeshop

Thetriadsatoutsidethecaféwiththeirtiny

espressocups,thearomaofgoodcoffeewaftedin

theair,Senzobrokethesilenceafterheavingabig

sigh.

"IthinkI'mcursed!"hesaidshrugginghisshoulder,

"Whydoesthiskeephappeningtome?"hesaid

sadly



"Atleastnowweknowthatshewaskidnapped,we

willdoeverythingtobringPhindileback…ifonly

thosefvckerscouldjustfvckencommunicate"

Franksaidthroughgrittedteethclenchinghisfists

"Firstitwasmydaughter,thenmywifeandnowmy

fiancé.Thisisdirectedatmeman,ifwedon'tfind

hertheywillkillhertoo,thisisallfrustrating

becauseIdon'tknowwhoisdoingthisandwhy"

Senzoaddedtrappingtearsfromfallingdownhis

face

"Nowthatwehavesuccessfullyreportedher

missing,wewillalsohireaprivatedetectivetolook

aswell"Fredassured.

"Youwoulddothatforme?"Senzoasked

"Ofcourse"Fredsaid

Fred'sphoneranganditwasNana…

"Hey"hesaidsoftly

"HeyFred!Don'tforgetyourmeetingwith



Nomzamo"Nanaremindedhim

"Wearegoingtoherstraightfromhere"Fredsaid,

shehungup

****

@Southernsunhotel

Thetwinsswaggeredinsidethehotelsrestaurant

downstairs,Frankcarryingabouquetofflowersand

Fredcarryingasmallgiftbag.Nomzamo

recognizedtheminstantlyfromthepictures

plasteredalloftheircompanygallery,shethought

theyweredevilishlyhandsomeanditwasasin.She

composeherselfsothatshedoesn'tstutter,it

happensalotwhenshegetsnervous.

"SawubonaNkosazane"thatwasFrankalready

workingonhischarms,Nomzamowasblushing

uncontrollably,shockedeven!Thecolouredman



couldspeakfluentZulu

"Yebo!"sherepliedtryingtolookunbothered,she

wasn'thereforallofthisbutshewasheretoget

helpforhermother

"Wethoughtwecouldbegentlemenandbringyou

somethingjusttoeaseyournerves,Nanatoldus

howanxiousyouwereaboutthismeeting"Fred

brokethesilence

"Thankyou"Nomzamowasoverwhelmed,the

flowerswereabsolutelybeautifulandshesawa

boxinsidethegiftbag,shejustwantedtoopenit

andseewhat'sinsidebutshewasn'tthatkindofgirl.

"Youcanopenit"Franksaidasifshecouldreadher

mind,Nomzamoopeneditalmostimmediately,

she'sneverreceivedsuchgiftsbefore.JustaP.S

hereandatopdecktherefromhersecretadmirers

atchurch.

Itwasapuregoldnecklaceaccompaniedbystuds,

it'swasshimmering.Shesmiledandputitbackin

thebag,theshetookinabreathandthenletitout.



"ThankyoubutIcannotacceptit,Iwillkeepthe

flowersbutthejewelryIcannot,especiallysinceI'm

notsureifyouwillacceptmyproposal"Nomzamo

saidsoftly

"Weinsist"Franktooktheboxpushingitintoher

handsgrazingherarm,shefeltelectricalboltsall

overherbody.Frankstaredintohereyes,

Nomzamoswallowedlookingaway.

"Wehavealreadypaidforyourmother'sbill,she's

goingintosurgeryaswespeak"Fredsaidwitha

smile

Nomzamoshuthereyestightforafewminutesand

whensheopenedthemariveroftearsfloweddown

herface,shewasslowlystartingtogiveup.Now

shecanfocusongettingintoschool,andfixher

povertystrickenlife.

"Canwegoupstairstosigncontracts,theywill



bringourfoodup"Fredsaid

FredcarriedtheflowersandthegiftswhileFrank

caressedacryingNomzamo,hekeptonrubbingher

andplantingkissesontopofherhead.Fredjust

grinnedshakinghishead,healwaysthoughtthat

Frankwasoverlyaffectionate.Hewassurethat

Nomzamowouldhavefallenforhimbynow.

Theyarrivedupstairsinthesuite,thefoodwas

freshlyplacedonthetabletheystartedeating.

"Thisisthecontractthatservesasanagreement

forourcompanytopayforyourmother"Fredsaid

handingitovertoNomzamo,shesigneditinstantly

beforetheychangetheirminds.

"Youaresobeautiful,Ilikeyou"Franksaid

"Ilikedherfirst"Fredsaidchuckling



Nomzamocouldn'tstopgettingredonhercheeks,

whywouldwealthygorgeousmenquarreloverher,

shewondered.Itwassurreal!

"Okfine!Clearlywebothwantyou.Whatcanyoudo

forus?"Frankfinallyaskedcuttingtothechase

"I-Idon'tknow…Iguessanything"Nomzamosaid

nervouslyherthroatdriedupabit,thebillwaspaid

andshehadtofulfillhersideofagreement.Shedid

tellNanathatshewilldoanything.

"OKwecanjusthavesex,itwillstaybetweenus.

Youaresosexywecan'tresist,andinreturnyou

cangetwhateveryouwant.It'snotlikewemaking

youpayforyourmother,that'scomingfromthe

bottomofourheart"Fredsaid

"Yeah!Wecouldpayforyourtuitionfee,ifyoucould

justgiveusagoodtime"Frankadded

Nomzamogulpeddownthefluteofwineshewas

shyingawayfrom,shehadneverhadsexbefore



andinfrontofherweretwohandsomemenequally

attractedtoher.Shewasgoingtoneedmorewine

todothis.Shecouldn'tbelieveshewasgoingto

giveawayherfuturehusbandstreasurelikethis,

butiftheycouldfundherstudieswhythehellnot?.

Shereminiscedhowshehasbeentoiling,takingup

piecejobsfromneighborsjusttogetbywhileher

motherdrinksherlifeawayintheshebeens.Now

shehasbloodycanceranditherwhoislefttopick

upthepieces,shepouredherselfanotherglassand

gulpeditinonego.

"Easyonthealcoholsweetheart,wewon'tdo

anythingifyounotcomfortable"Fredsaid

"Iwilldoit"Nomzamoshotup,shestartedwalking

aroundthesuitewithaglassathand,shestruggled

abitinherhighheelsthatshenormallywearsat

church.Afteralltheseyearsshestillcouldn't

properlysashayonhighshoes,worsethewinewas

alreadydoingitsjob.



Frankchuckledoglingher,hethoughtshewascute

inthatridiculouslylongchurchdressenyiswa

amaqhoks(heelsshowingherflames),Frednudged

himtobehave,hetooheldinalaugh.

"IsaidIwilldoit,whyareyouquietlookingatme

likethat"Nomzamoyelledoutoftheblue

"Weheardyoumam,nowcomebackhereandrelax.

Infactcomeandtellusaboutyourdreamsandthe

schoolyouwanttogoto"Franksaid

Nomzamothrewherhandsintheairsurrendering,

shewantedtogetthisoveranddonewithbutthe

pairwantedtochillsomemore.

****

@TheAirbnb



Thuladoonlymanagedtogettwohoursofsleep.

ThetwinswokeupmakingMhlengirunupand

downnotknowingwhatdo,hetriedtocopeonhis

ownbutfaileddismally.Hefoundhimself

screamingThulado'snameonthetopofhisvoice.

"IthoughtyousaidIcouldsleep?"shesaidina

raspyvoice,rubbinghereyes

"I'msorrybuttheyjustwon'tstopcrying…Ifedthem

theirbottles,thisisthesecondone"hesaidheated

up

"Didyouchecktheirnappies?"Thuladoasked

chuckling

"No..I-Ididn'tknowIhadtodothat"hesaid

shrugginghisshoulders

"Babiescryforareason,itcouldbebecausethey

arehungrybutyousaidyoufedthemalreadyso

that'snotwhytheyarecrying.Alsoonebottleeach

isenough"shechuckled,"Soitcouldbebecauseof

awetordirtydiaperandfatigueorsleepiness.Also

whentheyareuncomfortableortheyarestartledby



anunusualnoise/activityandwhentheyarenot

well.

Thuladochangedboththeirnappieswhichwere

filledwithurine,Mhlengistoodbywatching

attentively.Shetookturnsrubbingtheirbackstill

theyburped,sheinstructedMhlengitocarryB.They

bothwalkedaroundtheapartmentshushingthem,

thetwinswerelovingthesoundofthetheirparents

voices,thedrowsinesswasenoughevidence.

Mhlengirememberedsomething.

"I'mreadytonamethem,orperhapsyouOKwith

umakaAB"hesaidlaughed

"Mxmfusegi"Thuladosaidglaringathim

"let'sgotothecouch,Iwanttonamethemandlater

Iwillgotothemarkettolookfortwolivechickens

soIcanwelcomethemhome"hesaidproudly

"Seriously?Whowillslaughterthatchicken?"

Thuladoasked



"Obviouslyyouwerenotpartoftheplan,youscared

ofeverythingthatmoves.Iwilldoeverythingby

myself,whenwehaveaproperhomeIwilldoa

ceremonywithgoats.Iwanttodoeverythingright"

headded

Thuladojustsmiledathim,shewassoproudofthe

manshemadebabieswith.Thoughshewasstill

worriedabouthishustle,shewasstillchuffedat

howresponsibleMhlengiwas.

"LetmegetmyphonesoIcandoavideo"she

walkedintothebedroomstillcarryingAafterafew

minutesshereturned.

"Givememyfirstborn"Mhlengiordered,Thulado

handedheroverandpropelledhervideotobeon

standby.

"A&B"heutteredandlaughedshakinghishead,

"AmakhosazaneakoFuze,IwishIcouldripoutmy

heartandshowyouhowyoubothmakemefeel

inside.It'sapitythatyouhaveuskhotheniasa



father"Thuladoglaredathim,hechuckledand

winkedather,"asIwassayingbeforeIgot

interrupted,daddywillmovemountainsforyoutwo.

Myloveforyouiswiderthanthewholeworld,it's

deeperthantheocean,itwillalwaysbe.Imaybe

nearorfarbutitwillalwaysbejustso,itwillstand

thetestoftime,neverwillitageorrunout.Iname

youLubanziandLuminjaloasasymbolofuthando

lwami(mylove),nomoreA&BbutLubanzi&

LuminjaloNgcobo"hesaidthiswithhiseyes

glisteningwithtears.

"Ncoooo"Thuladosaidfightingherowntears,"That

wasmagicalMapholoba"sheadded

Mhlengilookedawayblinkinghistears,Thulado

pausedthevideoandstruggledsittingnexttohim

soshecouldrestherheadonhisshoulder.
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~~~~~

HappybelatedbirthdaytomyWenyasha@Lucille

Moyoforthe17thofMarch,Iknowyouhadagreat

day.

~~~~~

I'msosorryguys.Myinconsistencyisappallingbut

ifyouareparentsyouwillknowmystruggle .

Sor
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Chapter29

FredSimmonsInc

Senzo,FredandFranksataroundtheboardroom

tablewaitingtohearfromtheprivatedetective.

"OKImanagedtotracethecarthattookher,it

seemedlikesheiskeptinsomehouseinInanda.I

havebeenaskingaroundfortheowneroftheRDP

housebutnooneknowsthebutacarisalways

seenparkedthereatnight"heinformed

"Sowhatdoweneedtodo?Shouldweinvolvethe

police?Justtoshowthemhowuselesstheyare?"

Franksaid

"Yes,Idon'tdoarrestsanymore,Ionlyfocuson



findingtheculprits.Iwillgiveyouallthedetailsand

youcantakeitupwiththeSAPStheycancallmeif

theyneedanything"hesaidstandingup

"Thankyousomuch,Idon'tknowhowtothankyou"

Senzosaid

"I'mjustdoingmyjob,butyouneedtomovefast

beforetheycatchawhiffofustailingthem,

anythingcanhappenwhenthesekindofcriminals

panic"headded

"Wewillalertthepolicetoday,thankyousomuch

foryourservices"Fredsaidstandinguptoshake

hishand,heleft.

Thetriadsatthereinsilence,onenotknowingwhat

tosaytheother.Senzo'sphoneranginhispocket,

heshovedhishandincomingoutwithit.

"Hello"hesaidwithatiredvoice

"MrVilakaziyouwouldbehappytoknowthatwe

havefoundyourwife'smurderer,youcancome



downtothestation"thepolicemansaid

"Areyouserious?"hesaidstandingup

"Yes"thepolicemanassured

Senzohungputtinghisphoneawaythenheburied

hisfaceinhishandslearningagainstthewall.

"Iseverythingokay?"Fredaskedworried

"TheyhavefoundthepersonwhokilledPearl"tears

builtupinhiseyes

"That'sgreatnewsright"Fred'sfacelitup

"IneedthissoIcanmoveon,Iwanthimtotellme

whydidhekillmywife!Herdeathrippedmeapart"

shesaidinabreakingvoice

"Iknowman,let'sgofacethisfucker"Franksaid

pattingSenzoonhisshoulder

Theyfollowedeachotheroutoftheboardroom…



****

@thestation

Thepolicemanledthemenintoanoffice,they

foundtheSAPSdetectivetherealreadywaitingfor

them.

"Baba!"Senzosaidliftinguphishandsasasignof

respect

"Awmadoda!"thedetectivesaid,"Sitdown"he

added

"Youdon'tknowhowIfeelknowingtheculpritwho

killedmywifeisfound,Ijustwanttoaskhimwhy?"

Senzosaid

"Unfortunatelyit'sshe",hesaidandhewatched

themwideningtheireyes,"she'sunderpolice

custody,don'tworryyouwillgetyourclosure.So



wehavebeengatheringevidenceaspartofthe

investigation,andoneofthethingsthathelpedus

alotisthestreetcamera's.Thelady'scarcanbeen

seenonthehighway,thennearthebusheswhere

Pearlwasfound.Wethenaskedaroundthatarea

andonesecurityguywhoworksatabuildingcloser

totheresaidherememberedseeingacarstopon

thesideoftheroadbuthethoughtperhapsthe

womanwaspressedandneededtoreleaseinthe

bushes.Heidentifiedherimmediatelywhenwe

showedhimthepictureoftheownerofthatcar,he

waspassingbygoingtohisnightshift.Stillnoone

sawherdraggingherbody,Iguessshewaiteduntil

itwasclear.Wefoundanearringonthesideofthe

roadthatmusthavefellwhenshewaspullingher,

andwefoundtheotherearringinhercarrecently.

SheisstilldenyingandIcan'twaittoseeherdiea

milliondeathswhenwepresenttheevidencebefore

her,wealsostilldonotknowwhyshekilledher.He

informed

"Whoisit?"Fredasked

"Comethiswayandseeforyourself"thedetective



said

Theyfollowedhimintoaninvestigationroombut

theyweren'tallowedin,theystayedbythewindow

whilethedetectiveproceededin.Theycouldsee

herfromtheoutside,thetwinslookedateachother

confused.

"Isn'tthatDlamini'swife"Senzosaidnarrowinghis

eyes

"YeahthatPurity"Fredagreed

"I'mofficiallyconfused,whywouldPuritykillPearl?"

Franksaidscratchinghishead

"NowIsee…thisisallyourfault,you!"hesaid

pointingatFred,"Thisisallyourfault,youwere

fvckingDlamini'swifeandnowhisdeadandsois

Pearl,shewasfightingforyouFred.Godshemust

betheonethatkidnappedPhindile"hetooklong

stridestothedoorandstartedbangingit,the

detectivegotstartled.Heopenedthedoorand



Senzowalkedintearyandfurious.

"Shekidnappedmyfiancé,it'sherpleasemakesure

shetellsuswhereshemovedhertoo"hesaid

pointingather,"Sisiwabantupleasetellmewhere

Phindileis,youb!tchhowcanyoukillsomeoneover

adickhuh?"Senzosaidboiling

"MrVilakaziyouaren'tallowedinhere,pleaseleave"

thedetectivesaidpushinghimout.

"Answermesfebe!Howcanyoukillsomeoneover

afvckendick?"hecriedastheypushedhimoutof

theroom.

****

@Nomzamo'shouse

Nomzamowasstillaloneinthehouse,hermother

wasstillhealingatthehospital.Thankfullyshestill



hadmoneyfromthetwinstogetby,shebought

food,paidforlightsandwaterallthatwasleftfor

hertodoistoreconnecttheirdstvthenshecan

spoilherselftoo.Ifonlyshecouldgetsomesleep,

eversincethatdaythatpresencestilllingers

arounditsalmostlikeitfollowshereverywhereshe

goes.

Shepraysandsprinklewateralloverthehousebut

itonlydissapearsforawhileandcomesback,it

wasstartingtobotherher.Shefelttormented,could

itbebecauseoffornication?IsthishowGodis

punishingherforenjoyingsexualpleasuresthat

weremeantformarriage?Shegaspedcoveringher

mouth.Shewentdownonherkneesrepentingfor

hersins.

"IwillnotdoitagainLordpleaseforgiveme,chase

thisspiritaway"shesaidinatiredvoice

****



Afterreturningfromthehospitalsheateandwent

straighttobed.ShereadtheBibleandprayedafter

awhileshefellasleep.Inherslumbershefelt

somethingsnakingitsarmaroundherbody,thenit

waslikeit'stryingtoaccesshersexuallybutthere

wasnofaceorbodyjustapresence.Shescreamed

"Jesus"inhersleepandshegotup.

@theflat

Mhlengiwasattheentrancetalkingtothesecurity

guard.

"Ithoughtyouguysmoved"thesecurityguardsaid

"NowearetemporarilylivingattheAirbnb,the

placehereissmallandIwantthebestformygirls"

hesaid

"Congratulationsonyourtwins,Iheardfrom

Thulado'sformercolleagues"headded.



"Ngiyabongajllbaba!ThereissomethingIwantedto

askofyou.MyparentsaredeceasedandIdon't

reallyhavearelationshipwithmyuncles,Ilastsaw

thematthefuneral.I'mplanningongoingtopay

lobolaforkaMdletshebutIwantatleastoneperson

whoknowsmeratherthenjustthem,Idon'twant

themtoruinthingsforme"hesaidrespectfully

"Youdon'tneedtoaskMapholoba,Iwilldoit"he

saidexcitedly

"Thankyou,Iwillcomebacksowecantalkabout

details"hesaidwalkingaway

"Wait!Theownerwashere,hisunderthe

impressionthatyouaremovingoutandhewantsto

showtheroomtootherpeople"Thesecurity

warned

"I'mstilllookingforaplace,Ihaven'tsecured

anythingyetsountilthenIwillkeeppayingforthis

flathere.Iwillwritetohimifweareleaving"he

replied

"aikekuhleke"hesaid



Mhlengijoggedupthestairsandintotheirroom,he

stillcouldn'tbelievethatheactuallylivedinaplace

likethis,thethingswedoforlove.Itwasa

completemessandthatdampmouldystench

overpoweredassoonasyouopenedthedoor,he

startedoffbyopeningthewindows.Thuladohad

senthimtocollectmoreclothes,hestarted

rummagingintothewardrobelookingforthat

specifictopanddresses.

Aknockonthedoordisturbedhim,thenhis

cellphonestartedringing.HecheckedthecallerID

anditwasthesecurity,hefrownedconfused.The

knockpersisted,heopenedandhewasn'treadyfor

whathesaw,hisheartstartedplodding.

"MrNgcobo!"thepolicemansaid

"Y-yes"Mhlengistuttered

"Youareunderarrestforthecashintransitheist,

forthemurderoftwosecurityguardsandforbeing

inpossessionofanillegalfirearm"theysaid



pinninghimtothewalldroppinghisphoneonthe

floor,theyhandcuffedhim.

"Ididn'tkillanyone,Idon'thaveafirearm"hesaidin

ashakyvoice

"Youhavetherighttoremainquietoranythingyou

sayordowillbeusedagainstyouinthecourtof

law,youhavetherighttoanattorney"theone

officersaid.

"CanIcallmybabymama,she'salonewithmy

twins,she'snotwellmentally…please"hebegged

"Youshouldhavethoughtofallofthatbeforeyou

decidedtobeacriminal"theotherofficersaid

Theyapproachedthebottomofthestairs,the

securityguywasedgy,hehadbeentryingtowarn

himbuthejustdidn'tpickuphisphone.Helooked

athimpitiful,Mhlengidroppedhiseyesshamefully.

"PleasetakemyphoneupstairsandtellThuladoI

loveher…"Mhlengisaidbeforetheyshovedhiminto



thebackofthevan.
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Chapter28

FredSimmonsInc

Nanawalkedintheofficeandwentstraighttoher

workingspace,shedidn'tgreetnoracknowledge



thetwins.Shewasfumingthattheydidn'treturn

homelastnight,itwasbecomingahabitthatboth

ofthemwilljustnotcomehome.Shesatdown

switchingherlaptopon,shewentthroughherdiary

checkingtheitineraryforthedayandsheheaveda

sigh.ShetrailedoffthinkingaboutThulado'stwins,

shedecidedtodoavideocall.

"Helloaunty"Thuladosaidsoftly

"OhhellnoIdidn'tcalltoseeyou,Iwanttoseemy

babies"shesaidsarcastically

"Letmegotothem,I'mstillsleepingLumiisindeed

acrierthenshewakesupmyquietbabyinthe

process,yhoothisgirl"Thuladocomplained

jumpingoutofbed

"Istillcan'tbelievethisyazi,IalwaysthoughtI

wouldgetpregnantbeforeyousinceIwasthefast

oneandnowhereamIwishingtohaveachildafter

Isawyouradorabletwins"Nanasaid

"Itwasn'tplannedhonestly,Iwasfeelingsometype

ofwaybuthavingMhlengimakeseverythingeasier



andbetter"shesaidwalkingintothenursery

"IneedmeaMhlengi,I'mtiredofkissingfrogs"she

saidglaringatthetwins,theyjustliftedtheireyesto

lookatherthendroppedthemagainfocusingon

theirwork

"Whenyoumeettherightoneyouwillhaveyour

owntoo"Thuladosmiledather

"Yeah,maybeIneedtostartlookingforaserious

manwhowantstosettleI'mtiredofdating,it's

exhausting"shesaidsighing

"Mnyisemjolo"Thuladosaidlaughing

"Ohwowlaughatme!KickmewhileI'mdown"she

laughed.

"Hereareyourbabies"Thuladosaidpropellingthe

videoshowingthetwins

Nanasawthemsleepingpeacefullyintheircot,it

wasindeedthemostbeautifulthing,sheactually

feltemotionalreminiscingwhenshedidanabortion

yearsago.Shewasstillveryyounganddidn'thave



muchofachoicebutnowshefeltshecouldbea

goodmother.

"YouOKtherefriend?Youawfullyquiet"Thulado

askedbringthephonebacktoher.

"Y-yeahI'm…I'mfine,Iwanttostealthem"shejoked

tryingtodiffusethesituation

"Nah-ahmakeyourown,plusMhlengiwouldmurder

someone.Heloveshischildrenit'sbeautifulto

watch"shereplied

"That'ssweet,anywayletmestartwithwork"Nana

said

"Noproblem,thanksforthecall"Thuladoresponded.

Nanahungupandswitchedonherworklaptop,

Fredsatoppositeherwithafile.

"Pleasetakeouttheminutesforthemeetingwith

FogCo"Fredsaid



"Wheredidyoutwosleeplastnight?"Nanasaid

angrily

"Seriously?Haveyouforgottenwhereweare?Wait

tillwegethometoaskthatnonsense"hesaid

dismissively

"Sothisishowit'sgoingtobenow?IguessI'm

goingtofindsomeonewhomI'mgoingtodissapear

tooaswell"Nanaspat

"Idon'thavetimeforthis,wealreadyhavealoton

ourplates…pleasejuststop"Fredresponded

irritably

FrankwastroubledheneededtofindPhindileto

finishthebearerritualbutshewasstillgone,itwas

frustrating.Hisphonepingedhequicklygrabbed

ontoithopingitwasthedetectivewithsomegood

newsbutinsteaditwasNomzamo,hesighedin

dissapointment

*IjustwanttoapologizeforthewayIbehaved



yesterday,itwasmyfirsttimehandlingalcoholand

mynerveswereallovertheplace.I'msorryfor

embarrassingmyself,thankyouforhelpingme,

thankyourbrotherformeaswell.Don'tworryabout

mytuitionIwillfindotherwaystogetthrough*

Frankpinchedthebridgeofhisnose,thiswas

becomingatadtiring,hewonderedhowmanymore

girlswilltheygothroughtofindpeace.Willthey

everfindit?Fredwasslowlylosinginterestinthis

arrangementtoobutthephantomisforever

wanting,hecouldn'tsleepthinkingaboutwhatthey

didtoNomzamo.Shewasn'tliketheothergirls,

theywereeasyandlovedmaterialsbutshewas

justapoorgirldesperateforhelp,hedidn'tnotice

hehadtearsonhisfaceuntilFredsatnexttohim.

"let'sgoforcoffee"Fredsaidgrabbinghiscoat

"Sure"Franksaidquicklywipinghiseyesbefore

Nanacouldnotice



Theyarrivedinthebasementandtheybothcriedin

eachother'sarms.Forlongtherewassilenceuntil

Frankdecidedtotalk.

"ForhowlongarewegoingtodothisFred?"he

asked

"It'saquestionIaskmyselfeverydaybutafterlast

nightIthinkI'vereachedtoapointwhereIdon't

careforallthismoney.Wecan'thavechildren,we

can'tmarryandtheseendlesswomen…yerr"hesaid

fustrated

"Nomzamo!Ifeellikeshitbro,Icouldfeelher

energyelectrifyingmewhenIdidit,sheissopure

it'sserenadingandafterlastnightshewillneverbe

thesame.Nowshedoesn'twantourhelp,instead

ofbeingangryatussheisblamingherself"Frank

added

"Idon'twanttotalkaboutthatgirl,it'stoomuch

guiltforme.Phindileisgone,Nanaisstartingtoget

onmynerveswhat'snext?"heaskedrhetorically

"let'sgo"Franksaid



Theybothenteredintotheircarsanddroveoff.

****

Nomzamostoodnakedinfrontofthemirror,tears

madelinesdownherface.Shefeltsofilthyand

exposed,shecouldstillheartheirmoansand

groanseventhoughshedrankafullbottleofwine

hermemorywasassharpasaknife.Itwas

confusingthoughbecauseshewassoattractedto

them,sherememberedhowshewasblushingand

sointothembutnowthattheyrippedandravished

herbodyapartshefeltdisgusted.

Sheshruggedhershouldersandbeganapplying

lotiongettingreadytogoseehermother,she

receivednewsthathersurgerywassuccessful.

Thoughshecouldn'tignorethepaininhervagina

andanusatleastsomethinggoodcamefromallof



this,sheworeherlongdressandpumps.She

combedherhairthengrabbedherlittlebagandleft

forthehospital.

Uponarrivalshewasdirectedtohermother'sward,

shesmiledwhenshesawhersleepingpeacefully

thoughshewasconnectedtoatracheostomyto

helpherbreathe,shestilllookedrested.She

grabbedherhandpullingachairtosit,shegently

squeezedherhand.Nomzamo'smotheropenedher

eyeslookingather,thedoctorwalkedinwearinga

tightsmileonherface.

"Hey"shesaid

"Hey!Thankyou"Nomzamosaidgratefully

"JustdoingmyjobandI'msohappythatyou

managedtogetherasponsorjustintime,

otherwisewewouldbesayingsomethingelseright

now.Heroralcanceraffectedhertonguetherefore

wehadtoperformaglossectomy,toremovesome

partsofhetonguethenwedidaskingraftofan



anterolateralthighflaptohelpwithherhealing

becauseofitstremendouslyversatilesofttissue,it

willblendinbringingbackthesensation.Shewon't

beabletospeakoreatproperlyforawhilesowe

willkeepherheretomonitorherbeforedischarging

her.

"I'mjusthappythatthecancerisgone"Nomzamo

saidwipinghertears

"Shewillstillneedtotakecareofherself,shewill

needrestandalotofpatienceandsupportfrom

lovedones.Shewillundergoimmensechanges,

whichwillbeoverwhelming.Canyoujustimagine

notbeingabletotalk,tasteyourfoodandthepain

fromthesurgery?soIurgeyoualljustholdher

handthroughallofthis"thedoctoradded

"I'mtheonlyonewhoisreallythere,tosaywehave

familyisjustawordbutIwilldoasyousaydoctor.

Thankyou"shesaidagain

"Ohdearseemslikeshedozedoffagain,sheisstill

underheavymedication.Allowhertorest"thedoc

saidthensheleft



Nomzamoclosedhereyesandbegantopray.

"ForgivemeohLordforIhavesinnedagainstyou

andmybodybutIhadtooinorderformymotherto

getbetter.Iknowyouareprobablydissapointedin

meandfirthatIamsorry,butI'mheretothankyou

forlovingmestill,thankyouformymother's

successfulsurgery…thankyou"shesaidthenshe

openedhereyesstaringathermother

****

@TheAirbnb

Mhlengiwalkedinwithtwofluffyunicornsanda

shoppingbag,hewasinsuchajollymood.

"ShortyIwenttoviewanapartmentinMorningside,



it'songroundfloorwithanicegreenyardatthe

back.Icanalreadyseemygirlsrunningaroundwith

watergunsinhotsummerdays,thekitchenand

loungeisspacious.Thenthemainbedroomisjust

perfect,Ihavesomepicturestoshowyou"heput

theshoppingbagontopofthecounterandthrew

theunicornsonthecouch

"Youliedtome!"Thuladosaid

"Pleasedon'tstart,canweatleastcelebratemy

goodnewsbecauseIhaveafeelingyouaboutto

ruinmyday"Mhlengisaidrollinghiseyes

"YousaidNickEvansthesnakecatcherwason

holiday,IjustreadanarticleinFacebookwhereby

herescuedablackMambainahomeinHillCrest.

Wasthereevensnakesinourflat?"shesaidangrily.

"WhydoyoulikeFacebooksomuchhuh?Instead

ofsleepingsincethegirlsarerestingalsoyouare

herescrollingupanddownonFacebooknowyou

areaccusingmeofthings"Mhlengisaidtryingto

getawayfromthequestions.

"Didyouseethesnakesornot?"Thuladoasked



again

"Forhowlongareyougoingtodeprivemesex?,I

needtopreparemyself"Mhlengisaidsmiling

"Mxm"Thuladogotupandmarchedoutthebalcony

shewassoangryshewantedtoscream

"Whyareyousoangry?"Mhlengiheldherfrom

behind,shetriedtowiggleoutbutMhlengiheldher

tight.

"It'stheliesthatmakesmeangry,youtreatingme

likeachild"shesaidsoftly

"I'msorryshorty,Ithoughtyoulikedthisplace"

Mhlengisaidnibblingonherear

"Idobutyoudon'thavetolie,isthisaboutmy

containers?"sheasked

"Sortoff,theotherdayItrippedandthosebloody

containersfellonmecoveringmeupthenbooks

followed"hesaidsoftly,"IsweartoyouIalmost

died".

"Liesagain"shechuckled,"youarenotgettingsex

forthenextthreemonths"shesaid



"Awungekewhy?"heaskedlettinghergo

"That'showlongIhavetowaittoheal"Thuladosaid

"Idon'tthinkthat'sfair!Ngizobhebhabanikemina?

Ohheee"hesaidworryingly

"Idon'tknowmaybeJessie,Sharonorthedoglady"

theyallwantyouangithi

"Respectyourself,Sharonandthedogladyare

elderly"hewarned

"ThencongratsyouareleftwithJessie"Thulado

saidscornfully

"SoyousayImustflyallthewaytoCapeTown…OK

letmegoandbookmyticketthen"Mhlengisaid

walkingaway

Thuladowalkedintotheapartmentfastafterhim,

shepickedupapillowandthrewithittinghishead…

"Anddon'tcomebackyoupieceofsh!t"Mhlengiran

outlaughing



****

@Night

Nomzamowassleepingwhenshestartedfeeling

hot,shetossedandturnedfeelingratherunsettled.

Thenshefeltsomesortofpresencegettingintoher

bed,shejumpedpetrified,thepresencebeganto

overwhelmtheroom,sweatstartedtricklingdown

herbodyashersalivadriedupcompletelyinher

mouthandthroat.Somethingtoldhertopray,she

startedprayingloudbutthepresencelingered.She

persistedinprayeraskingforthebloodofJesusto

coverher,shecalledontheholyghostfiretoburn

anyevilspirithoveringaroundherhome.Within

secondstheroomwentquiet,thatoverwhelming

andoverpoweringpresencewasnomore,

Nomzamostoodagainstthewalkcatchingher

breath.



Shewassoscaredtoevengotothekitchentoget

watertodrinkdespitebeingparched.Shetookher

Biblewithherandjumpedunderherblanket

huggingitjustincasethedevildecidestovisit

again.
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Chapter30

Nomzamowassweepingatchurchaftershewet



thefloorswithtearsweepingtoGodforprotection.

Thedreamswhichvisitedherwereintensifyingin

anoverwhelminglywaydeemingherprayersweak

andthatscareddaylightsoutofher,shecouldn't

eatnorsleepthepresencestillappeared

nonethelessattemptingtotouchherwhileshe

sleepsatnight.Thismorningshedecidedtogoon

aproperfast,shewillgowithoutfoodandwater

thenswitchoffherphoneandTVfrom6to6foran

entireweek.Everydayshedecidedshewillcometo

churchandcleanmaybeonthatwayGodwillhear

herprayers,shesawsomewhereonFacebooka

prophetencouragedpeopletoprovoketheir

blessingsandtosowaseedbutshedidn'thavethe

moneyforthatthereforeservicesfromherhands

willdo.

Thepastorenteredtheandstoppedatthedoor,she

heardhersinginginatroubledcroakyvoicesohe

decidedtowalkcloser.



"Nomzamowhatareyoudoinghere?"heasked

"OhhiPastorNkosiIjustwantedtodosomethingin

thehouseofGod,thecleanersgavemethekeys"

sheanswered

"Sitdown"hesaidfloppingonachair,Nomzamo

sataswell

"Whathaveyoudone?Areyouperhapsbribing

God?"heaskedlettingoutachuckle

"N-noIjustwantedtodothisfromthebottomofmy

heart"sherepliedshamefully

"Youknowsometimesashumansweforgetthat

Godcreatedthisworldwelivein,Heknowsevery

singlestrandofhaironyourhead,Heknowsyour

tears,andHedefinitelyhearsyourprayers.Heis

Devine,Hisnotnotlikeus.Youcan'tdosomething

justsoHecanansweryourprayer,it'snota

businesstransaction.Heispleasedwhenyoulive

yourlifeinarighteouswayandallthegoodthings

areadded,theyareaddedNomzamo.Youworship,

praiseHimandliveaholylifeandeverythingelse

willbepiledupontopofwhatyoualreadyhave



andwhatHewasstillgoingtogiveyou.Mathew

6:33ButseekfirstthekingdomofGodandhis

righteousness,andallthesethingswillbeaddedto

you,putthatbroomdown,repentandfixyour

relationshipwithGod.IfyouarestrugglingIwill

organizeasessionwithmywifeperhapswomanto

womanyoucanmovemountains"hesaidchuckling

"Thankyoupastor"Nomzamosaidsoftly

Shewalkedawaywithatailinbetweenherlegs,she

headedtothestoreroomtoputthebroomaway.

****

@thePoliceStation

Mhlengidroppedhisheadavoidingeyecontactwith

thedetective,hevouchednottosayaworduntilhis

lawyerNomalangaarrives.Thedetectivekepton

laughingandbangingthetablewithmeansto



annoyhim.

"Yoush!t!NgikubambileKrugerlokunuka.You

thoughtyouareuntouchablehuh?Fuckyou!I

wonderwhyyoudidn'tdielikeyourfriends,you

deservetodielikeadog.Mgulukudu….Ifeelgood

man,Igotyouandyouaregoingtoeatoutofthe

palmofmyhand.Youwilltelluswhereyoukeptthe

moneyandwhoisyoursourcefrominsideand

maybethejudgewillbelenientonyou,andshorten

youryears?Soyoucanreunitewithyourbaby

mamaandtwins"hesaidwithasmirk,Mhlengi

liftedhisheadandglaredathimthenhedropped

hisheadagain.

"YouthoughtyoucleverSatan!Youspedfromthe

crimescenelikeSchumacherwithmillions"he

laughedbangingthetableloud,"yourfriendskilled

twosecuritiesandit'sonCCTVtheyareluckytheir

ancestorssnatchedthembeforetheycouldfeelmy

wrathbutfortunatelyforme,Ihaveyou"helaughed

again,thenhecalledtheofficer,"Howfarishis

lawyer,Ican'twaittoseehimshitonhimselfwhen



heseestheevidenceIhaveonhim"helookedat

Mhlengidevilishly,"evenyourlawyerwon'tsaveyou

fromthisboy,butit'sfinewewillwait"hepulleda

chairandsatoppositehimsmilingwhilehe

drummedonthetablewithhisfingers.

****

Nomalangaclickedherstilettoswalkingintothe

interrogationroom,shesighedthenplacedher

suitcaseonthetable.Thelookhereceivedfromthe

detectivewasratherunsettlingandthatmadeher

sweatunderhersuit.

"Areyougoingtogetmeachairphoyisa?"shesaid

glaringatthedetective

"Surebyallmeans"hestoodupagrabbedachair

fromthefarcorner,Nomalangasatdown

"Youdidn'tsayanythingdidyou?"sheasked

Mhlengi,henodded



"Whatcanhesay,heknowshisguilty"thedetective

said

"CanIseetheevidenceplease?"Nomalangaasked

thedetective,hepushedthefiletowardsher.

Shescannedthroughthestatements,thepictures

andaharddrive.Shepickeduphereyeslookingat

themaninblue,sheclosedthefileandsighed.

"What'sintheharddrive?"Nomalangaasked

"CCTVfootageandIhaveplentyofcopies"hesaid

withasmirk

"HowdoIknowthatyouaren'tlying?"sheasked

"Youdon'tknowbutIcanshowyouanothervideo

thatwegotfromagoodSamaritan,Ialsohave

plentyofcopiesofit"hehandedhisphoneoverto

her

Sheshruggedhershoulderslookingatit,shethen



showedittoMhlengi.Itwasofhimsprinting

towardsthecaranddrivingoff,hisfaceisseen

clearly.Hefoughtbacktears,notthathewas

scaredofjailbuthisthoughtswerewithThulado

andhisbabies,theywerestillsoyoungandhe

knewhisshortywon'tcopealone.

"CanIpleasemakeaphonecall?"heaskedpolitely

"Here"Nomalangagavehimherphone

Thedetectivegrabbedthefileandswaggeredout

proudly.

"Mhlengi!Youareinbigshit!"Nomalangasaid

throughgrittedteeth

"Iknow,Ididn'tkillanyonethough"hesaid

"It'sclearwhowasshootinginthevideobutyou

knowtheywantthemoney,justgiveitback.Testify

againstyourconnectionsinsideandyouwillgeta

lessersentence,Iwillmakesureofthat"she



pleaded

"Idon'thavethemoney,Ididn'ttakeit.Therewas

fiveofus,Idon'tknowwheretheotherguyis.I

thinkhislayinglow,hehasthemoneynotme.Iwas

thedesignateddriverforthatdayandwhenIsaw

thatshithitthefan,Iranforthehills.Thuladoisnot

well,shewon'tsurvivewithoutme"hesaid

genuinely

"YouknowyouhavetotellmethetruthsoIcan

helpyouMhlengi!"sheemphasized.

"It'sthetruth"heassuredher

"Okay…tellmeaboutThulado'smentalhealth,I'm

goingtousethatandyournewbornstopleadyour

case.Idoubtyouwillgetbailsincetheythinkyou

havethemoneywithyoubutIwilltry"Nomalanga

added

Mhlengitoldthelawyereverythingasshejotted

down.



****

@TheAirbnb

Thuladostaredatherphonefortheumpteenthtime

waitingforMhlengitocallherandsayitwasa

prankandthathewasn'tarrested.Shefeltapang

ofpaininherheartjustthinkingaboutit,the

securitysoundedsadanddownwhenhephoned

hertodeliverthenews.Thesecurityfromthe

Airbnbcalledher.

"Yes!"

"mamthere'stwogentlemenheretoseeyou,they

saidtheyarerelatedtoMhlengi"hesaid

"Letthemin"Thuladosaid

Shecheckedonthetwinsandcheckedherdress

andshelookedpresentableapartfromherpuffy



eyes,therewasnothingshecoulddoforthose.Ina

fewminutestherewasaknockonthedoor,she

openedandincameSfisoandMusa.Sheknew

Sfisobuttheotheroneshehasneverseenbefore.

Sheledthemtothecouchtosit.

"Thuladougrand?"Sfisosaid

"PleasetellmeMhlengiisnotarrestedSfiso"she

saidcryingalloveragain

"ncesemaansisteraeish"Sfisosaid

Musastoodupsittingnexttoherandhuggedher,

thoughhisrelationshipwithMhlengiwascracked

eversincehermotherdiedshortlyafterhearing

abouthissheninegans,hewasstillhiscousinand

helovedhimdearly.WhenMhlengicalledhimto

lookafterhisbabymamaandkids,heknewhehad

todotherightthing.

"SisterathisisMusa,Mhlengi'scousin"Sfisofinally



said

"OhI-Iheardalotaboutyou,Mhlengitoldmehow

youtwousedtosellfruitsforhisaunt/yourmom,

nicetofinallymeetyou"Thuladosaidsoftly

"Nicetomeetyoutoo,Idon'tknowwhatthismeans

butIpromisedhimIwillcheckonyouandthekids"

Musasaid

"Heaskedifyoucouldgoandseeher,wewillwatch

thekidswhileyouareinside"Sfisosaid

"Canwegotomorrow?Theremustbea

misunderstanding"Thuladosaid

"Wewillfetchyouinthemorning"Musasaid

MusaaskedifhecouldseethetwinsThuladotook

themtothenursery,theystillcouldn'tbelievethat

Mhlengimadeadoubleoutofnowhere.Theydidn't

knowanyonefromthefamilywhowasatwin.

****



@Simmonsmansion

Nanasatoutsidethebalconysippingwine,shehad

alotonhermind,butmostlyitwashowunhappy

shewasstartingtobecome.Thetwinswerehardly

home,shewasbeginningtofeellonelyallthespa

treatments,thefancydressesandabigfollowing

onhersocialmediaaccountsweresuddenlynot

enough.Shemissedhavingafamily,close

friendshipshewantedtobeoutthereandinvolved,

shefeltalivebutyetdead.

Shemissedbeinginarelationship,goingondates

withjustonemanwhoclaimstoloveyou,evenif

it'sallalie.Thosetalksoflovingeachotherforever

andstartingafamily,shewantedallofthatagain.

Thetwinsareonlygoodformoneyandsexbutthe

voidwasstillassteepasahouseside,shecreated

aprofileononeofthedatingsites,thenshe

uploadedherinformationandwaiteditout.Within



minutesshefoundafewmatches,shepickedone

guyandstartedchattingwithhim.

****

Freddecidedtotakeoneteamandputinextra

hoursattheoffice,thiswayhecouldavoidNana's

constantbickering,ifshewasn'ttheirbearerhe

wouldhavelongsentherpacking.Itwasannoying

howshethoughtshewasthemadamofthehouse,

inawayshewasbecauseit'sherwombthatis

keepingthemrichandatthetop.Shouldshedieor

meetsomeoneelsethingswillstartcrumblingsince

theydon'thaveabackupplan.PearlandSenzo

havebeentheirbearerfromthetimetheygavetheir

life'stothePhantom.

HerememberedhowSenzo'sinfertilityisbecause

ofthem,themoretheyhadPearlhookedthey

managedtotakeherwombbymakingitinfertilein

thespiritualrealm.EverytimeSenzowillattemptto



makeherpregnantthatbabydiesbeforeheorshe

isevenformed,andthatwasthebeginningofFred

SimmonsInc.

ProblemstartedwhenthePhantomwantedthe

wombsinphysicalform,henceNanaandPhindileif

onlytheycouldlocateherandgettheritualover

anddonewith.Heopenedhislaptopandgotlostin

hiswork.

MeanwhileFrankfoundhimselfparkedoutside

Nomzamo'shouse,ifoneshouldaskhimwhatwas

hedoingthere,hewouldn'thaveananswerbuthe

wasparkedacrosstheroadstaringatthehouse.

Minutesturnedintohourstillhefellasleepinhis

car,thankGodforhisphonethatvibrated

vigorouslyinhisjacketpocket,itpulledhimoutof

hisdeepslumber.

"Whereareyou?"shesaidwithurgency



"I'montheroadwhy?"Frankaskedcuriously

"Whycan'tweaccessthevirginyoupresentedtous?

Mywholebackisburntbecauseofher…whoisthis

girl?Frankwhatdidyougetusinto…thePhantom

isspittingfire"shescreamed

"Idon'tunderstand,wedideverythingaccordingly"

Frankrepliedhonestly

"Sheneedstodiebecauseweareattachedtoher

butwecan'taccessher,it'slikehavingahomebut

youcan'tenter…killherthenfindanothergirl"she

spat

"Ma…istherenootherway?"hepleaded

"SometimesIwonderifyouaremychildren,you

knowbloodywellthatwehavelimitedoptionswhen

itcomestothephantom,ifyoudon'tdoitthenwe

looseeverythingincludingourlives"shesaidina

loudshriek

"ButmaNomzamo…"hismothercuthimshort

"Killthatbitch!!…"shehungup



FrankputhisphoneawayandstaredatNomzamo's

house,hejumpedoutofthecarandmadehisway

towardsthelittlegate.

©ZamaGambusheYenga,2021
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Chapter31

Thuladotappedherfootunderthetablewaitingto

seeMhlengi,SfisoandMusaofferedtobabysitthe

twinsoutside.Shegotstartledwhensheheardthe

burglargateopenwithasqueak,itmustbeoldand

rusty,incameMhlengifollowedbyanofficer.He

hadbruisesalloverhisface,yethestillmanagedto

smileshowingoffhisbeautifulteethanddimples.

Thuladojustcriedwhenhereyesmethis,shewas

tryingtobestrongbutthiswasdifficult"howcanhe

smilelookinglikethis,howcanheevenshowhis

teethwhentheywereinsuchasituation"she

thoughttoherself

"Mhlengi!"shesaidsoftly

"mamawezinganezami"hereplied(motherofmy

children)

"Pleasetellmethisisamisunderstanding,tellme

theymadeamistake.PleaseMapholoba…youcan't

getlockedup,Ineedyouourkidsneedyou.Lookat



yourface"shesaidwipingtears

"Myface?It'sjustthatthesepolicemanarebullies,

theykeeptorturingmebecausetheythinkIhave

themoneybutit'snothingIcan'thandle.I'msorry

shorty,Ireallyam"hesaiddroppinghisface

"Wait!WhatdidNomalangasay?"sheasked

curiously

"It'snotlookinggood,theevidenttheyhaveistoo

strong,she'sworkingongettingmeashorter

sentence"Mhlengisaidsoftly

"Mhlengino!PleaseIcan'tdothisalone.Whendid

youevendothis?,Icansayyouwerewithme

babe…don'tgivein…please"shebegged

"Theyhavepicturesandvideos"hesaidblinking

awaytears,"Thuladulookatme"hesaidsternly,"I

wantyoutobestrongshorty,Iknowthisisalotbut

pleasebe

strongformygirls…Iwillcomeoutandourlives

willchangeforever"Thuladocriedsomemore,

"Thuladulistentome…shhhit'sokaybaby,Ihave

moneyinyouraccountitsshouldlastyouforthis



yearandwhenitfinishessellallmypaintings,you

shouldatleastgetR1500/R2000foreach…God"he

pausedlettingthemflow,"IknowI'mfailingyou

rightnowbutpleasetryandmanage,Musaand

SfisowilllookafterthethreeofyouuntilIreturn…I

loveyoushortyandI'msorry"hesaidsadly

"Mhlengiwhy?Whatdoyouexpectmetohuh?Oh

smakade!"shecried

"Shorty!"hecalledhersoftlyhisvoicebreakingbut

Thuladocontinuedcryingpayinghimnoattention,

"ListenIwillgetaphoneandwewilltalkanddo

videocallsbabe"hesaidassuringher

"Idon'twantvideocalls,Idon'twanttohearyour

voice.Iwantyou!Mykidswillneedtheirfather,I

wantyourtouch,yourkissesandnowwewon'tget

allofthatbecauseyouarehereMhlengiNgcobo.

AngithiwenauyiKruger?"shespat

"Thuladu!Thisisnotthetimeforthis"Mhlengi

warned

"YouknowwhatIcan'tdothis"shestoodupand

walkedaway



"Thuladu!Thuladu!Shorty!"Mhlengicalledbuthis

attemptswerefutile

Theofficerescortedhimbacktotheholdingcells.

Meanwhileoutsidetheguysstoodunderatree

hidingfromthesun,MusarequestedforanUberas

soonashesawThuladowalkingtheirdirection.

"IseverythingOK?"Musaasked

"Yeah…canwegonow?"Thuladoasked

"YeahIjustrequestedforanUber…Ihaveaskedmy

girlfriendtocomeandstaywithyouinthe

meantimeuntilIcangetyouahelpertoassistwith

thetwinsbutshecanonlycomeintwoweekstime"

Musasaid

"It'sokayIwillmanage"Thuladusaidlookingaway

Sfisojuststaredatherpitifully,hedidn'tevenknow



whattosayinsituationslikethisbutdeepdownhe

feltsorryforThulado,heheardhowoverwhelmingit

istoraisetwins…andshewasallalone.TheUber

cameandtheyallhoppedin.

****

FredSimmonsInc

Frankwalkedintheofficeatlunchtime,hewas

adornedinshortsandagolfT-shirt,youcouldsee

hehadatattooonhiscarveitwasofabroken

anchor.Theshardsandthechainscatteredaround

it,itwassinkingallaloneandtheshipattachedtoit

wasnowheretobeseen,itwouldfloataway

becausewithoutananchoritcannotbestoppedor

keptinplace.Theinkwasalluringandvery

attractiveorisithisperfectlytonedlegsortheway

hewalksbutitlookedappealingregardlessofits

message.



"Wheredidyoudissapeartolastnight?"Fredasked

chuckling

"Isleptatthehotel"hereplied

"AlsoavoidingNana?"heaskedarchinghis

eyebrow

"Sortof…whereisshebytheway?"Frankasked

scanningaround

"It'slunchtime,shesaidshe'smeetingupwitha

friend"Fredinformed

"Goodsowecanbreathe,anynewsonPhindile?"

Frankasked

"Nope,maybeit'stimewelookforanothergirl.

Havingonebearerisn'tsafe,haveyouspokento

yourmotherbeentryingtocallhershe'snot

answering"Fredsaid

"Nope!Ihaven'theardfromher"Franklied

"Idon'tknow,Idon'tfeelgreatit'slikesomethingis

notrightbutIcan'tputmyfingeronit…I'm

suspectingit'saboutPhindile,it'sdrainingme"Fred



complained

"That'sweirdwenormallyfeelthesamethingbut

I'mperfectlyfine"Franksaid

"Weird…maybeI'mjusttired"hescoffed.

"Haveyouthoughtofhowlifewouldbeifwegave

allthisup?"Frankblurtedoutoftheblue

"Ihave…IhavebrotherandIthinkwewouldbejust

finehonestly.Webothhavegoodqualifications,we

havetheskillsbuthowdoweleaveaftertheblood

ritualweperformed?"Fredposedthequestion

"SometimesIhatemaformakingusdothiswhile

shehidesawayinfarmswherenooneknowsher,I

justwonderwhatit'sliketoliveanormallife…

maybeyoucanbeabletoloveNanaopenly".

"Fvckoff!"Fredsaidangrily

"Iknowyoulovethegirl,Isawitfromtheveryfirst

time"Franksaidchuckling

"Evensoit'simpossible,alsoIhavewrongedherso

muchIjustwanttodie.Shewillneverforgiveme

fortakingherwomb,nowomanintheirrightmind



willdothatplusshe'smaterialisticI'mgoodwith

moneylikethis.Sheprobablywon'tevenlookatme

withoutallofthis"herepliedsadly

"Toobadforus"Franksaidgettinguptostandby

thewindow

****

@Therestaurant

Nanasatacrossherdatefromthedatingapp,he

wasneatandsmellednice.Helookedabitnerdy

withtheglassesbutcoolandhandsome.

"SowhoisNana?"heaskedflashingasmile

"WellI'magirlfromtheTownship,I'maPAatFred

SimmonsInc,I'mthefirstbornoftwowithonlymy

motheralive.Ilovegoingoutandhavingfun"she

saidplayfully



"MmmhOKI'mSizwe,anIntrovertquitethe

oppositeofyoubutIlovebeingaroundsomeone

whocanbringcolorinmylife.I'manaccountant"

hesaidconfidently

Nanawassold,sheknewrightthereandthenthat

hewantstoseehimagain,theycontinuedtalking

overtheirlunchuntilitwastimetoreturntowork.

****

Nomzamocamebackfromthehospitalwithasmile

plasteredonherface,hermotherwasresponding

verywelltothetreatmentandwastobedischarged

soon.Shefeltfreshafterthatpeacefulsleepshe

receivedlastnight,Frankcameoutofnowhereand

kepthercompanyuntilshefellasleep.

Shegotanotificationonherphone,whenshe

openedit,itwasanemailfromEdgewoodCampus



anditindicatedthatshewasacceptedatthe

universitytodoherBEddegree,shejumpedin

excitementthiswasreallygreatnewsbutassoon

assherememberedthatshecouldn'taffordit,her

joyturnedsourimmediately.Shethrewherphone

onthecouchandshefollowedlyingonherback

facingtheceiling.

Shepickedupherphonescrollingthroughnumbers,

shestoppedonFrank'sname.Shethoughtcarefully,

iftherewassomeonewhocouldsponsorheritwas

him,allshehadtodowastosleepwithhim…easy

right?Thenthememoryofthepresencethathas

beentormentingherlatelypulledheroutofthose

thoughts.Thepastorsaidshemustrepentandfix

herrelationshipwithGod,shesatonherbumsand

composedherself.

****

@Simmonsmansion



Nanaexcusesherselflookingallsexyand

shimmery,Fredarchedhiseyebrowscrutinizingher

butshecouldn'tcareless,shegrabbedhercarkeys

andsashayedout.

"WhyamInothappyaboutthatexit…whereisshe

going?"Fredasked

"Nothinggoodcomesoutfromanangrywoman.I

cantellshe'smadaboutsomethingsoIguessthis

isherwayoflevelingherscorewithus"Franksaid

"Shebetternotcheat,IsweartoGodIwillbreakher

withmybarehands"Fredspat

"Thenfollowher"Frankadvised,"Shecan'tsleep

aroundjustincaseshemeetsupwithabadomen

wewillhavetocleanseheragain"Frankadded

"Letmetrackhercarfirst"Hesaid

Theyheardstilettosclickingandthenoisewas

comingfromthedoor,theybothstooduptosee



andsurprisinglyitwastheirmother.It'sbeenlong

sincetheysawherinnormalclothesandalldolled

up,shewasalwaysadornedinheavyragsreadyto

gototheillusionandbeonewiththephantom.

"Whatareyoudoinghere?"Frankaskedpanicky

"Iwouldn'tbehereifitwasn'tforyou"shesaid

bitterly

"ma!Whatifsomeoneseesyouhere,youaredead

remember?"Fredsaidworryingly

"Iknow,Iwascareful.Nowtakemetothatvirgin

that'skillingus"shesaidcarefree

"Whatyoumeankillingus?"Fredaskedlookingat

Frank

Theshortwomanunbuttonedhershirtturning

around,theyweremetbyahugeblackpatchedof

burnwounds,itlookedfreshandsorebutshe

walkedinthehouselikenothinghappened.



"Youwalkingaroundwiththat?Isn'titsore?"Frank

asked

"Isaidwouldn'tbehereifyoudidwhatIaskedyou

todoyesterday…whydidn'tyoukillthatgirl?Thisis

aspiritualwounditsspreadingslowlybeforeyou

knowititwillsubsidemeandIwilldie.Isthatwhat

youwant?Youwantmeoutofyourlifejustlikeyou

uselessfatherFrank?DoyoulikeitwhenI'm

sufferingandinpain?YoutwoareingrateIgaveup

mysoulsothatyoucanliveabetterlife,Ilivein

solidarity,lonelyandonthreadsothatyoutwoare

flourishingbutyoucan'tfollowsimpleinstructions.

I'mheretokillthatgirlsinceyouweakandcan'tdo

it!You!"shepointedtoFred,"Theonlybearerwe

haveisunhappy,onemistakeandwearedoomed

becauseyoucouldn'tevenbringthesecondbearer

inrecordtime"sheshrieked

"Phindilegotkidnapped"Fredsaid,"AndNana..I

willfixthingswithher"Fredassured

"WewillfindPhindile"Franksaid

"Takemetothatgirl"ShesaidpointingtoFrank



Hegrabbedhiskeysandtheshortwomanfollowed

him.

****

Fredparkedoutsidetherestaurant,hecouldsee

Nana'scarfromadistance,ithasbeenanhourof

himwaiting.FortunatelyNanaapproachedbutshe

washoldinghandswithanotherman,whenthey

reachedhercartheykissedandtheguyisseen

groupingherass,Nanagiggledenteringhercar.

Shedroveofftheguystoodbywavingatherthen

hedissapearedintohiscartoo,Fredclenchedhis

fistinangerhewantedtostranglethatnerdbut

decidedagainstit,hefollowedNanabackhome.

Hefoundhersingingintheshower,heenteredfully

clothedandstrangledheragainstthewall,Nana

kickedwhileslappinghisstrongarm.Fredlether



goshefloppedtothefloor,shelookeduptohim

terrified.Sheheldandrubbedherpoorneck,the

watercontinuedflowingwettingFredthrough,he

didn'tcaresolongashedealswiththeb!tchwhois

sabotagingtheirempire.

"WhatdoyouwantfromNana?"heroared,"Igive

youeverythingmoney,ajobthatyoudon'teven

qualifyfor…yousuckatbeingaPAbutIturnablind

eyebecauseIloveyou,Iampracticallykeepingyou

butwhatdoyoudo?Yougoaroundkissingmenin

restaurantparkinglots,youevenseducedmy

brothertosleepwithyouIkeptquietbecause

aslongasyouarehappybutlookatyounow.Nana

bewarned,ifyouthinkyouwillbreakmyheartand

ruinthingsformethenyouhaveanotherthing

coming…bitch"hewalkedoutleavingNana

horrified

Hedrippedaroundthehouseleavingtrailsofwater,

hethenpouredhimselfaglassofwhiskeyand



downitinonego,hedecidedontakingashowerin

hisroomaswell.Hetossedthewetclothesinthe

basketandletthewaterflowwashingawayhis

tears.

****

Frankparkedoutsideanoldshack,thegrasswas

astallasatree,itwasslantedtothesidelikethe

leaningtowerofPisa.Itwasdarkandtheoldlady

(ogug'othandayo)squintedhereyestryingto

rememberthesurroundingsassheasseeninthe

spiritualrealm.

"Itlooksandfeeldifferent"shesaidlookingatFrank

"Thisiswherethegirllives,unlesssheliedtousbut

IcameherelastnightandIfoundnoone.Theplace

lookedabandonedeven"Frankadded

"Shedefinitelyliedthisisnottheplace,canyoucall

her?"sheasked



"OurPAhavehernumbersandwearenotin

speakingterms,Iwilltryandasktomorrow"Frank

said

"Ican'tstaysinceyoulivewiththebearer,shecan't

seeme.Thisgirlneedstodietoday"thewoman

persisted

"ThePAisthebearerma,Iwillhavetodo

somethingbigforhertohelpme,she'svery

stubborn.Don'tworryIwillfinishthegirl,youcan

go"hesaidsqueezingherhand

"Fine!ButrememberifIdieyouarefollowingtoo,

noonewillescapethewrathofthephantom"she

warned

"Iknow"theyfollowedeachotherbacktothecar

andFrankdroveoff,hetrailedoffthinkingofbetter

waystokillNomzamo.Maybeacaraccident,a

breakinorpoison.Anythingaslongashedoesn't

havetodoithimself.

©ZamaGambusheYenga,2021



[11/22,14:30].:Adiamondintherough

|

|

|

|

|

|

Chapter32

Amonthlater….

Ithasbeenaride!Nomzamo'smotherwas

dischargedtocompletehermedicationathomeso

thereforeZamowasthere24/7assuringthatsheis

eatingwellandthatsheisresting.Shetookaleap

offaithandusethelittlemoneyleftfromthesum

giventoherbythetwinstoregisteratschool"God



willprovide"arethewordsthatkeptringinginher

head.Itwasaverythrillingdaycomingfromchurch,

thewordwasuplifting.Thepastortappedintothe

"Agapekindoflove"thehighestandthepurestform

oflove,Nomzamofeltitdeepinherbones.God's

loveisn'tsentimental,butit'sHischaracterthat's

justthewayHeis,Nomzamocouldn'twaitforher

situationtochangeathomesoshecouldspread

theloveshehasinherheart.

Shecrossedtheroadwithalittlegallopwhenacar

camefromnowhereandknockedherdown!And

thentherewaschaos,peoplescreaminghovering

overherastheunknowndriverspedoffleaving

cloudsofdustsbehind.

****

Nanakepthereyesgluedonthescreeneven

thoughshedidn'thavemuchtodobutgoldbricking

woulddofornowaslongassheavoidsFred



altogether.Afterthatbathroomepisodethings

startedtochange,themansionseemedtobig,the

twinsweren'tsoappealinganymoreshewas

actuallyscaredtoevencontinuetocommunicate

withSizwebecauseFredappearedattherestaurant

outoftheblue.Theycouldbebuggingevery

electricalgadgetofhers,oneofthedaysshe

thoughtofpackingherbagsandrunforthehills!

Butthedarncontractthatshesigned.

FredwalkedinthrowingthefileonFred'sdesk,his

facelookingred,hepinchedthebridgeofhisnose.

"And?"Fredasked

"Welosttwoshareholders"Franksaiddissapointed,

hefloppedonthecouchinsurrender

"Thisisnotgood,Damnit!"hescreamedbanging

thetable

"Weneedtogetmorepeopleonboard,lastweekwe

lostaninvestor"Franksaid



"Ihavebeenreckingmymindforthepastcoupleof

weeksandnothingiscomingup"Fredreplied

gettingoutofhischair

"Pleasegetussomefoodbabe!"FranksaidtoNana,

shestoodupandscurriedoutoftheoffice.

"It'sdonewithvirgin,I'msureeverythingwillchange

goingonwards"Franksaid

"Phew!"Franksaidlettingoutabreathofrelief

"Ourbusinesswasslowlystartingtocrumble"Fred

chucklednervously

"Yes!Atleastmawillbeoffourbacks.I'myetto

findanotherbearer,Phindilewon'tbefound.The

personwhotookherdidn'tcallustoaskforransom,

theplacethedetectivefoundwasdefinitelyafalse

alarm.Ithinksheisdeadwhereversheis,Ijustfeel

sorryforSenzobecauseheseemedtobehurtby

this"Frankadded

"Yeahheisn'ttakingitwell,Iwishthere'smorewe

cando"Fredagreed

"AndNana…haveyoufixedthings?"Frankasked



"ItriedeverythingIknow,it'sjustnotthesame.I

lostcontroltheotherdayandmanhandledher,now

sheispetrifiedofme.Iregretit"Fredsaid

"Shit!Areyoucrazy?,nexttimeIwillbreakyour

noseifyoulayyourhandsonheragainyoupvssy!"

Franksaidirritably

"Idon'tknowwhatgotoverme,Ijustgot

aggravatedwhenIsawherkissingthatnerdinthe

parkinglot...heevengroupedherassbro,Ilostit"

Fredexplained

"Igetitbutpleasenoviolenceonwomen,I'mstill

tryingtolayoffthethoughtofkillingNomzamo,I

cannotdoit.That'swhyIleftittoma,whatkindofa

manhurtsawoman,Ijustcannot"Frankinformed

"Nowyoureallymakingmefeelbad"Fredadmitted

"Youshould,IwillhavetotalktoNana…thepoor

thing"hesaidinasadvoice

****



Thuladotookoutherbestdresstoday,eventhough

shewasgoingtocourt,shewantedtolookgoodto

boostthewayshefeltinside.Nomalangamanaged

togetMhlengibail,andhehasbeenapologizing

endlessly,hespentallofhisdayswiththetwins

andwithThuladoathome,buttodaywastheeday

wherethejudgewastoissueaverdict.Mhlengiwas

alreadygone,SfisoandMusaweretobringThulado

sotheycanhelpwiththebabies.

"Allrise"theBailiffofficershrieked,thegallery

compliedasthejudgestridedintakingherseat."

thiscourtisnowinsession"headded

"Youmaybeseated"thejudgesaid

Shereadtherulesandexplainedhowthecourt

comestoaconclusionaftercarefulconsiderations,

thecasehasbeenongoingandtodaywastheday

tohearifMhlengiwillbesentencedoracquitted.

Nomalangahasbeenfightingtoothandnailtoget



himatleastalessersentenceandthisrighthere

wasthemomentoftruth.

"Inthiscourtwetakecriminaloffencesvery

seriouslyandthiswillserveasanexampletoallthe

youthsouttherethatnocrimegoesunpunished,

aftergoingthroughalltheevidencepresentedto

meandwitnessingthecrossexaminationIhave

reachedadecision.Thedefendanthaspleaded

guiltyforbeingapartoftheteamthathitacashin

transitvaninvaluecentreSpringfieldbutnotguilty

forthemurdersandthetheftofthemoney.Ihave

watchedvideosandwassatisfied,MhlengiNgcobo

isafirsttimeoffender,anorphanandheis

unemployedweunderstandthefrustrationofnot

havingastableincome.Mhlengirecentlybecamea

dadtogirltwinsnamedLubanziandLuminjalo,he

isalsotheonlyproviderforhislittlefamilyhis

girlfriendThuladoMdletshestressed.Having

mentionedallofthatthepeoplewhowereseen

shootingtheofficerswereunfortunatelykilledon

thespot,Mhlengibeingtheonlyonesurviving,the



policearestillsearchingforthemoney.Thecourt

findsMhlengiNgcoboguiltyofrobbingtheSBVvan

andwillbesentencedfor10yearsinjail…thecourt

isadjourned"shehitthegavelandtherewaschaos.

Thuladowasheardwailinginthegallery,Mhlengi

couldn'teventurntolookather,theMarshalls

cametowardshimhestoodonhisfeetturning

around.Hetookonelookathisfamilyandatear

dropdownhischeek,tenyearswasalot.

Nomalangarantowardshimbeforetheycouldtake

him.

"Heyheyit'snotbad…10yearsisgood,Iwas

lookingat25yearsMhlengi…sowithgoodbehavior

youcouldbeoutin6-7years"Shetriedtoassure

him

"Thankyouforeverything"Hesaidastheygraba

holdofhim

"Youwillbefine"shesaid



TheofficersledMhlengidownthestairs,hekepton

lookingatwhereThuladowasseated,shewas

cryinghystericallyandthatscenewouldhaunthim

fortherestofhislife.

****

Atthemall

Thuladopushedthedoublepramattheshopping

centre,herhereyeswerestillpuffedupfromallthe

cryingbutlifegoeson.Shehadchildrentolook

aftersincetheirfatherdecidedthatgetarrested,

Nomalangakeptsayingit'snotbadasif10yearsis

tendays,Thuladoendeduptellingheroffbecause

shewasn'tabouttogiveherpraiseforgetting

Mhlengi10bloodyyearsbehindbars,sheneeded

himathome.Shetoldhertovoetsekwithher

stilletos,Nomalangathoughtherfrustrationswere



justifiedsoshetookherbelongingsandleft.

ThuladowascomparingpricesatPicknPaywith

Mhlengigonesheneededtospendthemoney

wiselyuntilshecanfindanotherjob,shedecided

onabigcanofNanoptipro.Afamiliarvoice

greetedherfrombehind,sheturnedaroundandyes

itwashim.

"Hey"shesaidsoftly

"Iheardaboutyourboyfriend,I'msorry"hesaid

genuinely

"ThankyouSenzo"Thuladosaidputtingthecan

underneaththetwinspram

"Myfiancégotkidnapped,shehasbeenmissing

sincethen.Doyouthinkthere'ssomethingwrong

withmecutie?"heaskedsadly

"No-yesIdon'tknowSenzo,Ihaveproblemsofmy

ownandIdon'tfeellikelisteningtoyoursbecause

monthsdownthelineyouwillbeharassingme.I'm



sorryaboutyourfiancébutIjustneedspace"

Thuladocuthimshort

"I'msorryformakingyouupset,Iwasjustmaking

conversation,aretheybothgirls?"hesaidlookingat

thetwins

"Yes"Thuladosaidwithafaintsmile

"Theyareadorable,theymakingmewishformy

own"Senzosaidhonestly

"Godwillmakeitpossibleforyouaswell"shesaid

"IhopebecauseallalongIthoughtIwasinfertile,it

turnsoutIamnotbutIdon'tknowwhyIcouldn't

havechildrenallthoseyears"hesaiddissapointed

"Ohwowmaybeyouhaven'tmetyourmatchyet"

Thuladosaid,"somepeopletakeyearstofall

pregnant…giveittime"sheadded

"Ormaybemymatchisrightinfrontofmebutshe

doesn'twantme"hearchedhiseyebrow

"Don'tevengothere"Thuladowarned

"I'mjokinghawu…letmepushthebabiesforyou

whileyouenjoyyourshopping



Sixmonthslater...
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Chapter33

Nomzamosatbehindthehouseastearsthreatened

tofall,shewassotired,ifonlyshejustdiedoncein

thataccident.Threemonthsinhospitalandshe

returnstofindhermotherbackattheshebeenand



smokingagain,shejustbrokedownandwailedin

frontofherthinkingofallshewentthroughjustto

getherhealed,aftereverythingshedecidedtogo

backtoheroldways.

Shecouldbestudyinglikeheragemates,perhaps

withaparttimejobjusttokeepthemoneyflowfor

herwell-being,butshewasheresoakinghertop

withtears,morehopelessthanever.Sheenvied

peoplewithproperfunctionalfamiliesoutthere,it

toreherintopiecestogrowupandactuallyseehow

brokenandexhaustedhermotherwashencewhy

shefelttheneedtotakecareofher.Thoughat

timesafunyouthfulphaseseemedenticing,going

outwithfriends,attendingconcertsandhaving

boyfriends,shewantedallofthatbutsadlyshe

wouldn'tkeepupevenifshetried.Thattrainwill

justhavetomissher,especiallynowthatshe'sina

wheelchair,neverdidshethinkonedayherlife

wouldturnouttobelikethis.



Thedriverthatknockedherwasneverfound

"bloodyscoundrel"shethoughttoherself.That

creepyscarypresenceseemedtohavevanished

intothinair,shecouldn'tbehappiersheeven

promisedGodthatshewillneverfornicateagain,no

matterwhatthecircumstances.Herphonevibrated

onherlap,shewipedhertearswhileclearingher

throatandanswered.

"Hello"shesaidtryingtosoundnormal

"HeySweetness,howareyoufeelingtoday?"he

asked

"I'mgreatthanks"Nomzamosaid

"Ihopeyounotstrainingyourlegs,rushingtowalk

andall"heasked

"NoI'musingthewheelchair,I'mveryseriousabout

myhealingIwanttowalkagain"sheassuredhim

"Good,Ihavepaidadermatologisttohelpyouwith

yourscarssoyoudon'tneedtoworryaboutit,I

paidinfull"headded



"Thankyousomuchforyourkindness,Idon'tknow

whatisitthatI'mdoingright"hervoicebreaking

"Whereismom?"heasked

"Youknowwheresheis!"shescoffed

"Remembertofocusonyourself,momisanadult,

youhavedoneyourpart.Iwillcomeseeyoulater"

hehungup

Nomzamofeltalumpgrowingbiggeronherthroat,

shefoundherselfreleasingasilentcry,shewasa

wetdroopymessalloveragain.

****

@Thulado'sflat

Sharoncametodropoffabagfilledwithnew

clothes,eversincetheymovedbackintotheirold

flatshestillinsistedoncheckinguponthemasa



resultofhearingaboutthearrestofMhlengi.

"Theylooksobignow"shesaidpickingLumishe

wasthemostloudandenergeticsoautomatically

theattentiongoestoherfirst.Lubiwasquietand

peaceful,sheenjoyedplayingonherownand

Thuladoappreciatedhercharacter.

"Theyaregrowinginlightningspeed,butIcoulduse

abreakfromthatdramaqueenyouarecarrying"

shechuckled

"Letherbe"Sharonsaidplayingwithher,"haveyou

thoughtaboutwhatwespokeaboutthelasttime?"

sheaddedwithasternlookonherface

"I'mnotahoarderSharon,Iappreciateyourhelpbut

pleasestopputtingthingsinmyhead,I'mnotcrazy"

shesnapped

"Ididn'tsayyouweresweetheartbutthisplaceis

hazardousandyouhavecrawlingbabiesnow,

unlessyouwantpeopletonoticeandtheywillcall

childwelfareforyou"Sharonsaidlookingather

pitifully



"Iwillmovethestuff"shesaidalmostimmediately

whileplayingwithherhandsinfrustration

"Okay"Sharonrepliednotwantingtoupsether

further

Shecontinuedplayingwiththetwinsasthey

giggledandcooedather,shedidn'tunderstandwhy

shewassoattachedtothem.

****

Around7pmThulado'sphonevibrated,shequickly

fixedherselfandpropelledthetwinstositupon

theirowntosurprisedaddy,sheclearedherthroat

andfixedherhairthenshepressedtheanswering

button.Mhlengiappearedonthescreeninorange

overalls,judgingbythewhitetilesonthewalls,he

wasinthebathroom.

"Heysthandwasami"Thuladogreetedhimeagerly



"Heybeautifulmama"hesaidflashinghisteeth

"I'mgood,justmissingyou"sherepliedback.

"Aretheysittingontheirown?"Mhlengiasked

frowningandbringhisfaceclosertothescreen

"Surprise!"ThuladoshoutedstartlingLubanzishe

startedcrying,Luminjalotriedcrawlingforwardto

grabthephonebutshecouldn'treach.

"shhhh"ThuladohushedbabyLubiplacingheron

herchest,Lumifellonherstomachgrabbingthe

phone.Mhlengilaughedontheothersidewatching,

hewishedhewashomewiththem.

"Areyoucopingshorty?"Mhlengifinallyasked

"Yeah!BetweenSharon,SfisoandMusaI'mgood.

Musa'sgirlfriendpopsbywheneversoIthinkI'm

fine,it'sjustnotthesame"sheansweredhonestly

thenshegrabbedthephoneawayfromadrowsy

Lumi

"I'msorry!LookIneedyoutogiveMusaR2000,in

orderformetolivecomfortablyandtostayaway

fromtroubleinhere,Ineedtobeuseful.SinceI'ma



KrugerweareknownforbringinginmoneybutI

don'thaveanythingtoofferrightnowsoIwillneed

youtosendmeR1000onamonthlybasis,giveit

toMusahewillknowwhattodo"Mhlengiexplained

"Theyarenothurtingyouorrapingyou?"sheasked

anxiously

"No"hechuckled,I'maKrugerandifdomypartI

willbefine,the28gangareintorapingandsh!t.I've

alreadyidentifiedmyselfwithmypeoplesoI'm

good",Mhlengiadded

"OKIwilldothat,pleasebehaveinthere.

Nomalangaexplainedtomeabouttheparole,you

cangetacquittedongoodbehavior"shesaid

"Yes,Iwanttoleavehereasintoday,soIwillbeon

mybestbehavior"heassuredher

"Letmeputthemdownproperly,theyareboth

sleeping…lookatLumi"sheshiftthecameraso

Mhlengicouldseehersleepinglikeshe'sdrunk.

ThuladoputthephonedownplacingLubiunderthe



blanket,theshepickedupLumiandlaidhernextto

hersisterthenshecoveredbothofthem.She

pickedupthephoneandMhlengiwasstillthere

waiting.

"Theyaresleepingnow"shesaidpanting

"IwishIwastherehelpingyouout"hesaidsadly

"Youwillgetout,I'mprayingforyoueveryday"she

saidsmiling

"umuhle"heblurtedoutoftheblue

"ThankyoubutIdon'tfeellikethat,haveyouseen

mytummy"shepoutedtakingoffhernightdress.

Shepositionedthecamerabalancingitagainsta

blanket,shethenmovedbackstandingsidewaysso

Mhlengicouldseetheshapeofherbodywhichshe

wasn'tpleasedwith.Shekeptoftouchingher

stomachdispleased,Mhlengilickedhislipsshifting

onthetoiletseatsohecouldsitproperly.



"Youquiet"Thuladosaidsittingbackonthebed

pickingupthephone

"Youlooksosexy,youassandhipslook

fuller…look"hesaidshowingThuladohisbulge

"Ohmygoshyouaresonaughty"shecoveredher

mouth

"Whatdoyouwantmetodowhenyoujuststripped

nakedknowingIhaven'ttasteditinmonths"

Mhlengisaidunzippinghisoverall

"I'msosorryIdidn'tthink"shesaidshyly

"whatmustIdowithallofthis"hesaidunpacking

hiscock,it'ssprungout

"MhlengiNgcobo!"shewhispered,"Whatif

someonewalksinonourconversation?"sheasked

concerned

"Thisistheclosestthingtoprivacyhere"helicked

hislipsstrokinghiscockupanddown,"Sitproperly

onthebedIwanttoseeyourentirebody"Thulado

complied,"Nowspreadyourlegsandtouch

yourself"hesaidspittingonhiscockstrokingitup



anddown.

ThuladofeltawkwardatfirstbutthiswasMhlengi

hetrustedhimwithherlife,shedippedherlittle

fingersinsideherpvssy.HereyesfixedonMhlengi

andhiscock,shecouldalmostfeelitploughingin

andoutofhersleekpvssy,sheletoutasoftsexy

moan.

"That'sitshorty…mmmmh"Mhlengisaidsoftlyand

sexily.Heincreasedhispacestrokinghimselfup

anddownlookingatThulado'spinkfleshglistening

withjuices,hecouldjustfeelherwarmthclothing

hisswollencock,heincreasedhispacewiththe

handjoblettingoutadeepgroan.Thulado

increasedherrapidityaswellasifitwasMhlengi

plungingdeepinsideher,hisstronghandsandGod

hisscentshefeltlightningboltsparalyzingheras

sheburstoutjuiceslikeawaterfall,Mhlengi

groanedloudershootinghissemenalloverhis

thighs.Theybothpantedlikedeerslookingfor



water,noonesaidanythingforafewminutes.

"Youalright?"Mhlengifinallyasked

"Yeah"Thuladoreplied,"I'mgoingtowipemyselfin

thebathroom"shesaidrushingoff

Mhlengigatheredtoiletpaperandhewipedhimself,

waitingforThuladotoreturn.

****

FrankparkedoutsideNomzamo'shouse,he

approachedthehousecarryingshoppingbagsfrom

Woolworths,itwasreallyhardforhimtohidethis

girlfromhisviciousmother.Thoughhefeltlike

crapforlyingtoFredbutitwastheonlywaytokeep

Zamosafeastowhyhewasdoingallofthis?It

wasamysteryevenforhim.Hearrivedatthedoor

andknockedjustincaseherdrunkardofamother

wasthere,whenhewasn'treceivedhedecidedto



lethimselfin.

Nomzamo'smomwascockedoutonthecouch

surroundedbyblacklabelbottlesheclearedthe

areaandcoveredherwithanoldblanketthatwas

foldedandplacedonthearmrest.Hethenpicked

uphisbagsandproceededtotheroom,Nomzamo

wascurledonthebedfacingthewall.

"Isn'titsorescrunchingyourbodylikethat?"Frank

asked

"it'spartofmyexercise"sheansweredsoftly

"Iboughtyougoodies"Franksaidenthusiastically

"Thankyou"shesaidsittingonherbums,"Thank

yousomuchforbeingtheonlypersonwhoactually

caresaboutme,youknowIrealizedthatthereis

nothingIcandotorescuemymom.Ilivedmylife

tryingtohidetheshame,Iwantedhertobeproudof

meoneday.Iwantedtograduateandgetagood

jobsothatatleastshealsohassomethingtogloat



abouttoherfriends,butIguessshewillalwaysbe

isdakwanje.ShehaschosenherpathandImust

choosemine"shewipedhertears

Frankkickedoffhisshoesandjoinedherinbed,he

heldherfrombehind.

"Thisthingwithourparentsisverydeep,ifthey

aren'tcondemningandcomparingustooursiblings

andfriendstheyaresendingusstraightinto

depression.Atleastyourmotherisn'tobsessed

withrevengeandriches,atleastshedoesn'tforce

youintodoingthings"hesaidsadly

"Youhavenoideawhatthatwomanforcedmeto

do,sometimesIhateherbutthenoutoftheblueI

loveherwitheverythinginme"shesaidperplexed

"Becausenomatterwhat,shewillalwaysbeyour

mother"hesaidkissingthetopofherhead

WhiletheywerechattingFrank'sphonevibratedin



hispocket…

"Bro!"hesaidanxiously

"Gethomenow!"hesaidsternly

"IseverythingOK?"heaskedworryingly

"ComehomeFrank!"hesaidhangingup
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FranktooklongstridesmakinghiswaytoFredwho

waslastseendrowninghissorrowsatthebar.

Nanastayedonherlane,mindingherownbusiness,

Fredcametoherhopinghewillgetsomecomfort

butNanawasn'thavingit.

"What'sgoingonman?"Frankaskedwithhisheart

ploddingagainsthisribcage,itwasunusualfor

Fredtosoundsopanicky.

"Idon'tknowFrankbutsomethingiswrong,people

arepullingoutofthecompanyonebyoneandmom

hasn'tbeenansweringmycalls"Fredcomplained.

"Idon'tgetit"Franksaidthiswithhisheartbeating

rapidly,couldthisbehisfaultsincehesaved

Nomzamo?

"Icalledyouheretogoandcheckonmother,find

outexactlywhatitgoingon,Iwillstayhereand

figureouthowI'mgoingtofixthis…Ineedafvck

andNanaisdeprivingme"heexclaimedinhis

drunkenness



"Nanaknowsherworth,youdrunklikeaskunkand

youwanttodowhat?"hechuckled

"Ayfusegi!Golookformother

Franktookhiscarkeysandleft...

Fredbalancedusingthechairandcounterthenhe

staggeredbackandfroheadingtoNana'sroom,he

threwhimselfonherbedpullingherclose.Nana

justkeptquietandlethimbe.

"youaresuchabitchNana.Abeautifulbitch.You

lovemoneyandthefinerthingsinlife…justmytype"

hechuckled,"butyouareabitchbecauseyouwant

toleavemeanddatethatnerd?I'mgoingtokillhim!

Finishandklaar"hepausedtohiccup,"I'mhere

babyandmyheartisbeatingforyou,can'tyouhear

it?"heasked

"YouaredrunkFred,Iknowyoudon'tloveme"Nana

answereddismissively



"Iloveyousodamnmuch,I'mneverlettingFrank

touchyouagain…Ihavedecided"hehicupagain

"That'sthethingFred"sheturnedaroundtoface

him,"Yousayingthisnowcometomorrowyouwill

bebacktoyoursensesandIwillbeleftdryonce

more.IthinkImessedthingsupbyallowingFrank

intothemix,Idon'tthinkwecanrecoverfromthis"

shesaidinasadtone

"FrankandIhavebeensharingwomeneversince

soit'snotaproblem,butifitwassomeoneelse

thenitwouldbeaproblem.Frankwillnottouchyou

againbaby"heansweredkissinghersloppily

"Ifonlywecouldhavethisconversationagain

tomorrow,whenyouaresober"Nanasaidkissing

himback

****

Exactly00:00Frankparkedoutsidehismother's

house,itwassituatedintheheartofalittleforestin



somevillage.Shechosetobealonerinaforeign

landsoshecoulddoherritualsinpeacewithout

raisingsuspicion.Franktookadeepbreathbefore

lettinghimselfin,surprisinglythatcoldchilling

feelingwasn'ttheretoday.Fredandhimalways

complainedaboutthatheavyhorrificfeelingyouget

assoonasyoustepintotheyardandshewill

alwaysbrushitoffbysaying"Phantomwas

protectinghersothatsheisuntouchableandmost

powerful".

Thehousewassmall.Justabedroom,kitchenand

aloungearea,itdidn'ttakelongforFranktofindhis

mother,hegaspedindisgustashestaggered

backwards.Itlookedlikeshewasrightafterall,the

burnwoundhadcoveredherentirebodyincluding

herface.Shelookedhideouslikesomewounded

creature,Frankcouldn'tevenbegintotouchher,the

stenchofrottingfleshhithisnostrilshequickly

sprintedoutofthehousenotknowingwhattodo.



HephoneFredbuthedidn'tanswer…

Herememberedthatalldeathscausedbythe

Phantomautomaticallyappearsintheillusion,soon

theoldladiescorpsewilldissapeartoo.Thenthey

willhavetoburnthehousejustincasesomeone

discoversitandstartaskingquestions."whathaveI

done?"Frankaskedhimselfplacinghishandsover

hishead,heknewthiswasn'tacoincidence,him

savingNomzamodefinitelyledtohismother's

deathandFredcannotfindout.

Heenteredhiscaranddroveoffleavingdust

behind…

****

Thenextday…



Senzoparkedoutsidetheflatthenhephoned

Thulado.

"I'mherehurryup"hesaideagerly

"OK,I'msorrythetwinscanbeahandfulandI'mon

myowntoday"sheanswered

"Icancomeupifyouwant…twohandsarebetter

thanone"hesaidchuckling

"Andriskthesecurityseeingyou,Isweartoyouthis

guyisspyingforMhlengi"Thuladosaidlettingouta

chortle

"ScrewMhlengi,soyoucan'thavefriendsbecause

youaredatinghim?"Senzoaskedirritably

"Younotexactlyinnocentnow,areyou?"Thulado

askedarchinghereyebrow

"IknowI'vesteppedonthelinebeforebutheshould

begratefulthatI'mhereforyouinthishardtime,in

facthemustfocusongoodbehaviorotherwisehe

willneverleavethosecells"Senzoadded

"Idon'tlikeitwhenwediscussmyman,I'm



suddenlynotinthemood"shesaidgivingup.

"OK!Mymouthiszipped,pleasecomedown"he

begged

WithinafewminutesThuladocamewiththetwins

inmatchinglightbluetulledresses,thesecurity

followedThuladoabitpretendinglikehislooking

forsomeone,luckilySenzospottedhimfirst

thereforehehidinthecarsohedoesn'tseehim.

Thuladostoodasifshe'swaitingforanUberwhen

themanretreatedbackinside,Senzoparkedinfront

ofhershequicklygotinandtheyleft.

"Thisissilly"Thuladosaidplacingthebabybag

nicelyontheseat

"Idon'tknowwhywearehidinghonestly,wearen't

doinganythingwrong"Senzoemphasized

"Idon'twantdrama,Iappreciateyouinsistingtobe

hereformebutupsettingMhlengiisthelastthing

onmymind.It'sworsethathecan'tbehere



physically,soeverysmallthinghehearsismade

huge.Thentheconstantfighting…mygosh"she

saidfacepalming

"Youknowyouarestillyoungcutie,tenyearsisa

longtime"hewiggledhiseyebrows

"IlovehimSenzo,youshouldknowthatbynow.

Anywaywhat'sthestorywithyourfiancé?"she

asked

"AtthispointIdon'tknow,thekidnapperssenta

message.Wegotthemoneybutitwasamess,they

tookthemoneyandvanishedintothinair.The

policeweresoangrybecauseapparentlytheywill

keepcomingbackaskingformoresincewemadeit

easyforthem"hesaidsadly

"Isshealive?"Thuladoasked

"Ithinksobecausetheyshowedusavideothelast

time,it'stimeslikethisIwishIhadalotofmoney.

I'msuremygirlwouldbehomebynow"headded

"Don'tlosehope"shesqueezedhisshoulderfrom

thebacksendingallkindsofsensations,Senzo

swallowed



"Y-yeah…hope"Senzosaidstuttering,it'stheselittle

thingsthatmakehimgocrazyaboutThuladoevery

singletime

"Sowhatdidyouplan?"Thuladopulledhimoutof

hissillythoughts

"APicnicbythebeach,Ithoughtitwouldbenicefor

themtogetusedoftheirsurroundings"Senzosaid

"Thatsverythoughtfulofyou,thankyou"shesaid

flashingasmile

****

Atnight…

Thuladohitaquickshowertakingadvantageofthe

littletimeshegetstoherselfwhenthetwinsnap,

shelotionedandadornedherbodywithalose

baggyshirttosleepwith.ThankstoSenzoshe

didn'thavetocook,everythingwasprovided.

Suddenlythinkingoftenyearsseemeddaunting,



shealreadycravedsexsobadandaman'stouch

waslongoverdue.ButshealsoknewMhlengiwill

neverforgivehershouldsheeatandwipeher

mouth."Speakofthedevil"whenherphonevibrated

onthesidetable.

"Fuzewami"Shesaidsweetly

"Nexttimeyoudecidetogooutwithyourboyfriend

LEAVEMYKIDSALONE!"heroaredontheother

end

"Babepleasecalmdown"Thuladosaidsoftly

"Thuladoonlysixmonthsandyoualready

entertainingaman?Withmykids?Whereisyour

selflovehuh?"hesaidangrily

"CanIspeaknow?"sheasked

"fusegsfebe"hedroppedthecall

Thuladoputherphonedownandpacedupand

downinthelittlespaceshecreated.Forsome

reasonshefeltguiltyyethurtbyhiswords,ifonly



heknewthatherheartonlybeatforhim.Herphone

pingedandwhenheopenedthemessages,itwas

floodingwithpicturesofherandMhlengiatthe

beachandboyitlookedsoinappropriate,it

definitelysendedthewrongmessage.

OnepictureSenzowasholdingboththetwinsand

Thuladowaslyingonthematinhershortseating,

theylookedlikeahappyfamily.Shetriedcalling

Mhlengibutittookherstraighttovoicemail,she

sadlyhoppedonthebedandwaitedforsleepto

takeover.
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Chapter35

"Soscaredofthethoughtsinmyhead"

~Thulado

Theearlybirdcatchestheworm,that'show

Thuladofeltabouthertwins,theyweretheearly

birdsandshewastheworm.Sheisupevery

morningat5amwithoutfail,becausewhocan



ignoretwohumansizealarmswailingloudenough

toburstyoureardrums.WellLuminjaloisfamous

forthatbuthercriesprovokeLubanzitocryaswell

andthenthere'schaos.

Shechangedtheirnappiesandfixtwobigbottlesof

milkandchilledtheminacontainerfilledwithcold

water.Shegavethembothbabyrattlesandthought

aboutMhlengi,shedidn'tlikeitwhenhecalledher

b!tchevenifitwasoutofanger,soshestarted

typingamessage.Hemighthaveswitchedoffhis

phonebutwhenhiscalmanddecidestoopenit

again,hewillfindit.

*I'mnotab!tch!Refrainfromcallingmesuch.I

understandthatyouwereangryit'sjustifiedbutno

namecalling,don'tmakemelosetherespectIhave

foryou.I'msorryaboutSenzobutnothingisgoing

on,it'sreallydifficultformewithoutyouherewith

me,IthinkI'mslowlyslippingintodepression,I

don'tknowwhat'snext.NanaistheonlypersonI



cancallclosetomebutshe'snotavailableand

Senzohasbeenhereinnocentlytryingtohelpme.

Heknowsmyheartbeatsforyouandhaspromised

torespectme,Iknowyougoingtotellmeabout

MusaandSfisothetruthistheyhavetheirown

lives,theycan'tbedroppingtheirimportantthings

forme.Thepicturesyousawwasfromyesterday,

hetookusforapicnicjusttorelax…nothingmore.I

loveyouandIwillwaitforyou"

Shereadthemessageonceandpressedsent.Lumi

wasalreadydanglingattheedgeofthebedrolling,

Thuladocaughtherjustintime.

"Aveuphaphanjalowena!"sheshoutedather(you

aretooforward)

Lumijustlookedherlikeshedidn'talmostthudon

thefloor,Lubijustbusiedherselfwitharattle

peacefully.Herphonerangshepickeditupquickly

fromthebedandansweredalmostimmediately.



"Heybabe"shesaidnervously

"Igotyourmessage!I'msorryforcallingyouabitch.

I'msorrythatyouaredepressedbecauseofme,I

reallywishIwastheretoliftofftheweight"hesaid

softly

"It'sokayFuze,Iknowthatallyoudidwasforus,I

stilldon'tapprovebutIunderstand.It'sapitythat

youaretherenow"shesaidrelaxingabit

"SoSenzo!Youareokaybefriendingamanwho

almosthadyoulockedupforsomethingyoudidn't

do?Youokaywiththatdrunkardtobefamiliarwith

mydaughters?BecauseyouaredepressedImust

understandthatyouarefriendswithhimandit's

innocent?Idon'tknowhowyouthinksometimes

shortybutit'scool.Dowhatmakesyouhappy

yezwa!ButpleaseleavemykidswithMusaor

Sfiso'smotherevenSharonwhenyougooutwith

yourfriends,Ijustwantmykidstobesafe.

Whatevermakesyouhappydoit"heinformed

"Idon'tunderstandMhlengi,Idon'tlikeyourtone



andthethingsyouaresaying"shesaidwithtears

buildingupinhereyes

"It'ssimplesisi,dowhatyouwant,youwon'thear

mesayanything.It'sbetterformetoknowthatI'm

alonethenconstantlyworryingaboutmybaby

mamagettingclosetomenoutthere,worsemen

thathavefeelingsforher...ngiyabonaucabanga

ukuthingusnayi"(IcanseeyouthinkI'mfool)

"Idon'twanttodoanythingwithanyoneMhlengi,

myheartbeatsforyou"shesaidsniffing

"IloveyouThuladu,don'tcry"hesaidregrettably,

"It'sjustthatI'mfaithfultoyouandIexpectthe

same,ifeveryoufeellike10yearsistoomuch,

breakupwithmeandmoveon,atleastinthatwayI

canbegmyhearttoforgetaboutyouwhileI'mstill

inhere,Ipreferthatthenyoudoublecrossingme.I

willnottakekindlytothat…never"hespat

"Justthinkingofmewithoutyouscarestheshitout

ofme,thethoughtsinmyheadarescaringme.The

wayyoutalkinglikeyoucanjustforgetabout

me...noooMhlengi,weareneverbreakingup.No"



shesaidsternly

"Ihearyou"heheavedaheavysigh,"howaremy

girls?"heasked

"Theyaregood"shesniffedwipinghertears,"Lumi

almostfellbecauseofukuphapha"shegiggled

"Letherbe,andhowismyquietprincess?"

"Sheispleasantasusual,Ithinkthisonetookafter

me"Thuladorubbeditin

"WhatareyoutryingtosayaboutLumi?"he

chuckled

"Idon'tknow,perhapsit'saNgcobothingtobethis

loudandenergetic"shesaidsarcastically

"Mxm"helaughed,"Leavemychildalone"hesaid

stilllaughing

"Areyoustillhatingthefoodthere?"Thuladoasked

"WiththemoneyIgetIcontributetooneofthe

krugersinhere,hehasbeenlockedupfor15years,

heworksinsideandhasapantocook.SoIeatwith

him"heinformed



"Youcandothat?"sheaskedinquisitively

"Withouttheofficialsknowingobviouslybuthecan

smugglethingsinsinceheworksintheprison

clinic,it'snoteasythoughevenourphones,ifyou

don'thideitproperlyitwillgettakenaway"he

added

"Isee,shouldIsendyoumoremoneythen?"

Thuladoasked

"No,R1000isenough,thatcashisforyouandthe

kids.Useitwiselybecauseit'snotmuch"he

emphasized

"Yesdaddyweheardyou"Thuladoanswered

"eishbyewilltalklater"hedroppedthecallabruptly

****

FrankoptedtorestataBnBonhiswaybackto

Durban,hewasrestlessaboutalotofthings.Now

thathismotherwasnomorewhowillperform

ritualsontheirbehalf,thePhantomisintowomen



andtheirfruits.Nomancanentertheillusionand

comeoutaliveunlesschaperonedbyawomanwho

isavesselalready.Couldthisbetheendofthecult?

Whatwastohappentotheirbusiness?Whatwas

goingtohappentothem?.

Hejumpedintohiscarandhittheroad,heneeded

toseeFredsotheycouldtalk.Inacoupleofhours

hewasparkedatthebasement,hetooktheelevator

totheoffice.KnowingFredhewillbeattheoffice

already,hecrossedhisfingersnottofindNana

there.Hedecidedtocallher.

"Hey"shesaidinaraspyvoice

"Areyouatworktoday?"Frankasked

"No,I'mnotfeelingwell.Mywholebodyisaching,

FredsaidIcouldtakeadayoff"Nanasaid

"OhOK,I'msosorry.Iwillgetthereceptionistto

sendyousomemedication"Frankassuredher

"NahFredhasdonethatalready,thankyou"Nana



answered

"Coolthen"hehungup

Hesighedinrelief,theelevatorpingedatthethetop.

Hefoundthedoorclosedbutnotlockedsohelet

himselfin,hestoppedathistracksashisheart

clenched.ItwasFredlyinginapoolofhisown

bloodonthefloor,hiscrispwhiteshirtstainedin

redblobs.Tearstrickleddownhisfaceandhe

hadn'tcriedforsuchalongtime,hekneeleddown

lookingforapulsebutnothing.Hewasstabbed

countlesstimesinhisstomach,Frankslappedhim

lightlyonhisfacehopinghewillwakeup.He

couldn'tevenfeelthatwarningofdanger,buthow?

Hepacedaroundtheofficelookingforsomething

buthedidn'tknowwhatitwashewassearchingfor,

itwasallconfusing.ItmustbethePhantomwhich

meanthewasnext.Hewentbacktohisbodyand

satnexttoit,nomatterhowhardhetriedto

surpressit,hecouldn't.Hefoundhimselfwailing



nexttoFred.

"Pleasedon'tleaveme,youallIhave,youallIhave

known…don'tleavemealoneinthisplace.Fred

whodidthistoyou?PleasebroIwillbelostwithout

you.Iwantedtotellyouthatmaisdead,herevil

godsfinallykilledherbutneverinmywildestdream

haveIthoughtyouwilldiesosoontooandlikethis.

IwantedustoleavethePhantom,theillusionand

startafreshhowthefvckamIgoingtodothatnow

withoutyou,don'tyouknowyouarelikemybrains,

myvoiceofreason.Yetagainweprobablydeserve

thisafteralltheevilwewereropedinto,IthinkI'm

nextandIwilljustwaitformyfate"hewipedhis

tearsandgotup.

Hecouldn'tcallthepoliceyetuntilheknowsexactly

whostabbedhim,thephantomcaneasily

manipulateanyhumanintodoingtheirdirtywork.

Herummagedthroughthebooksintheshelfwhere

theyhidacameraforsecurityreasons,noone



knowsaboutitexceptthem.Hefoundthememory

cardinthelittledeviceandslotteditinthePC.He

watcheditattentivelyatfirsthecouldseeNana

leavingtheofficeintheafternoon,thenitwasquiet.

Fredisseenenteringtheofficeearlythismorning,

hepourshimselfwhiskyandretreattohischair.He

isseenworkingonhiscomputerthanheanswers

thetelephone,afterafewminutesamanisseen

enteringtheofficebutFredrelaxesonthechair

whichmeanthewasexpectinghim.Thetimeread

5:30amonthescreen,theysitdownandtalkfora

whilethenFredstandstopourthemadrink,the

manfollowshimshortlywhenheturnedaroundhe

heldhimandplungedtheknifeseveraltimesinhis

abdomenthenhelefthurriedly.

Frankcriedlikeababy,clearlytheyweren't

protectedanymorebecausenoonewouldhurt

themlikethat.EVER!…theirinstinctsweresharp

andtheywouldstrikeyoudeadinoneswift.He

checkedthenormalcameraandthewholesystem

wasshutdown,whichmeansthismurderwas



planned.Frankcalledthesecurityandthepolice,he

knewthatFred'sbodywillprobablydissapearinthe

morguebutthishadtobereportedbecausepeople

wouldwonderwhathappenedtoFred.Asforthe

killer,hehadplansforhim.

****

Simmonsmansion

Nanawassleepingafterdozingherselfwithsome

painkillers,outofasuddenshefelthot,thehairson

thebackofherneckstoodup.Shesatonherbum

tryingtocalmherselfdownbutapowerfulpresence

subsideher,itsurroundedherliketherootsofatree.

Shetriedtofightitbutherattemptswerefutile,she

weakenedherbodygivingintowhateveritisthat

wasinvadingherbody.

Shewokeupintheafternoonfeelingworse,she



couldn'tevenwalk.Ittimeslikethisshewishedshe

washomeinherlittleshackwithhermother,the

housewasquietfromyesterday.Nosignofthe

twins,shedialedFredbutnothing,shetriedFrank

andtheresultswerethesame.Whatkindofa

sicknessthatattacksyouryourbodyleavingyouall

bruisedandexhausted.Thenightbeforewas

understandablesinceshehadmindblowingsex

withFredbuttodaywasawholedifferentstoryand

thenthatweirddreamofsomespirithavingitsway

withherforcefully.

****

AtNomzamo'shouse

Shewasstuckattheshebeenwithhermother

passedout,shehadnochoicebuttowheelherself

theresincetheownercalledhercomplainingabout

hermotherbeingexcessivelydrunkand

troublesome.Whenshearrivedthereshewashit



withabillthathermotherhasbeenaccumulating

drinkingoncredit.Sheheavedasighafter

promisingtheshebeenownerthatshewilsettlethe

bill,nowtheproblemwasgettingherhome,shehas

beenphoningFranktonoavail.

Anhourlatershewasstilloutsidewaitingfor

someonetofeelsympathyandhelpthem.Awhite

Tazzpullupthespotandadecentguyjumpedout

headingtothewindowtobuywhateveritisthathe

wanted.Onhiswaybacktohiscarhespotted

Nomzamosittingimpoverishlyanddestitutednext

toawomanwhoseemedtobesleeping,havinga

drunkarddadmadehimunderstandinaninstant

whatwashappeninghere.Nomzamocaughthis

eyebutquicklylookedaway,thisisthepartshe

hatedthemost,yessheneededhelpbutthisguy

walkingtowardsthemisalreadydepicting

sympathyyoucanjusttellbylookingathiseyes.

"Yaneh!Yougotacalltocomeandfetchher?"he



archedhiseyebrowatNomzamo,"Andprobablythe

ladytoldyouaboutherendlesscreditbalance"he

chuckled

"Howdidyouknow?"Nomzamoaskedcuriously

"Let'ssayIhavedonethisazilliontimes,thedayI

foundajobandmovedoutofthehousewasthe

dayIfoundpeace"heshovedtheboxofcigarettes

inhisbackpocketandhoistedNomzamo'smomto

hiscar

"Hey!Whatareyoudoing?"Nomzamoscreamed

"Eh…I'mhelpingyoutakeyourmomhome,unless

youwanttosithereuntilyouteleporttoyourhouse"

hechuckled,"Noonewillhelpyou"helaughed

Whenhewasdone,hethenwheeledNomzamoto

hispassengerseatandhelpedherin,hefoldedher

wheelchairplacingitinhisboot.Hehoppedonto

thedriver'sseat.

"I'mNjabuloandyou?"heaskedstaringather



"I'mNomzamo"sheansweredflatly

"Okay!"hestartedthecaranddroveoff.
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Chapter36

"Canyoucallbreadaloafwhenhalfoftheslices

aremissing?"



~Frank

Thepolicecametotheofficeeveryotherday,they

havebeenquestioningeveryoneunderFred

Simmonspayrollaspartoftheinvestigation.Frank

hasn'tbeenhomefordaysnowbecauseNanaisa

mess,thedayheactuallygatheredthecourageto

saysomethingshejustbrokedownandwailedlike

abanshee.

"HetoldmehelovesmeFrank"shesaidinbetween

hertears,"heactuallysaiditandIcouldn'teventell

himthatIlovehimbackbecauseIthoughtwestill

havetime"shecriedsomemore

"Hereallydid,helovesyouNana"Frankadded

"Maybethat'swhyI'msosick,mybodywas

preparingmetolosetheonethatownsmyheart"

sheresponded

"Itwillbeokay"Franksqueezedhershoulderand

walkedout



Frankopenedhiseyesgettingawayfromhis

thoughtsofasorrowfulNana,hecheckedhisdiary

rememberingsomethinghisbeenwantingtodo,at

leastwhenthewrathofthePhantomfindshim…this

particularthingmustbedone.Heemailed

EdgewoodCampustoenquireaboutNomzamo's

schooling,heofferedtopayforthebalanceofher

degreebutaskedtobekeptanonymous.Hisphone

rang.Speakofthedevil.

"Zamo"hesaidsoftly

"Didyouforget?Argh"shegrowled

"Forgetwhat?"heaskedconfused

"It'smyappointmentwiththeDermatologist"she

saidalmostirritably

"Oh!I'msorry,it'sjustthatIhavealotonmy

plate…itslippedmymind"hesaidapologetically

"It'sfineFrank,IknowI'maburdenandyouhave

donealotformealready.Thankyou,pleasesend



methelocation"shesaidtryingnottocry,theone

personwhomunderstoodhersituationisnow

driftingawayaswell.Itstunglikeabee

"IcanpostponebecauseIwanttotakeyouthere"

hesaidpleadingly

"Sendmethelocation"shesnapped

"Mybrotherisd-deadNomzamo,mytwin.Ifeellike

shit,I'mjustwonderingifabreadcanbecalleda

loafwithslicesmissing…Ihighlydoubtit,Ifeelso

incompletewithoutFred"hesaidhisvoicebreaking

"OhnoFrankieI-I'msorryforbeinginsensitive,I

didn'tknowyoupoorthing.LookIwillaskNjabulo

totakeme,youjustrestandfocusonthefuneral

andstuff.Letmeknowhowitgoes,Iwillkeepyou

inmyprayer"shesaid

"WaitwhoisNjabulo?"Frankstoodonhisfeet

"Justanotherfriend…Iwillbewaitingforyour

message,Ineedtocheckonmymother,shehasn't

eatenyet"shehungup

"Waityoudidn'ttellmeaboutNjabulo!Zamo…



Zamo…damnit"hetightenedhisgriparoundhis

phone,whenherealizedthatshejusthungup.

Hestaredintospaceforlong,thenhegrabbedhis

carkeysandleft.

****

Nomzamowaitedimpatientlyforthelocation,she

forcedhermothertoeatandshewentbacktosleep

straightafterwardsandnowsheonlyhadabout30

minuteslefttoleavethehouseandFrankwasn't

reachableagain.Herphonevibratedanditwas

Njabulo.

"Hey"shesaidinalowvoice

"I'mready,I'monmyway"heanswered

"I'mstillwaitingforthelocationthoughbutyoucan

come"Nomzamoadded



"Seeyoujustnow"hehungup

MeanwhileFrankpulledupoutside,helockedhis

carthenwalkedtowardsthedoor,heknockedand

waitedtobewelcomedin.Nomzamowheeled

herselftotheloungeareaandreceivedhim,he

lookedsopained,hewasdefinitelynothinglikethe

charmingandalluringFrank.Hiseyeswereredand

puffedallshewantedtodowashughim.

"Youlookterrible"shesaidblinkingawaytears,she

rememberedhowheartclenchingitistolose

someone.

"I'mheretotakeyoutothedoctor,areyouready?"

hesaidleaningonthewall

"It'srudetostandinanotherman'shouse,myfather

maybedeadbutthisishishouse"Nomzamosaid

chuckling

"I'msorry"Franksaidsmiling,hesatononeofthe

oldcouches.



Nomzamodissapearedbacktoherroomtogether

bag,shetriedcallingNjabulobuthewasn'tpicking

up,sheoptedforansmsatleasthewillseeitwhen

hecheckshisphone.

NjabuloenteredthehouseandnoddedatFrankas

aformofgreeting,hepassedhimsittingonthe

couchandwentstraightintoherroom.Frankstood

upimmediatelyfollowingHim,Njabuloenteredthe

roomfindingNomzamoshovingstuffintoherbag.

"I'mhere,let'sgo"Nomzamojumpedinfright

"Youstartledme,whycouldn'tyouwaitinthe

loungeNjabulo?"Nomzamoaskedannoyed

"Whoisthatyellowboneinthelounge?"heasked

disrespectfully

"Noneofyourbusiness,alsothatyellowboneis

drivingmetothedoctorbecauseheistheonewho

bookedforme"shesaid



"Thenwhydidyoucallmehere?"heaskedannoyed

"Ithoughthewasn'tgoingtomakeit,hehasalot

goingonbuthemanagedtocomesothankyou,

andIwilldisimberseyourpetrol"Nomzamo

answered

"Idon'twantyoutopaymeforpetrolcomeon!It's

justthatit'snotnice"Hesaidhonestly

"I'msorryItriedtocontactyou,lookIneedtogo"

shesaidwheelingherselfout,Frankrushedbackto

thecouchandsatdownpretendingtobefocusing

onhisphone

"Wecango!"Nomzamosaid,Njabulofollowed

behindherglaringatFrank

"Alright!"hepropelledhimselftopushNomzamo

outwhenNjabulojumpedinbeatinghimtoit

"Igotthis!"NjabulosaidlookingatFrankindisgust

"Sure"Franksaidthrowinghishandsintheairin

surrender

"YouknowNomzeetherearemenouttherewho

thinkhavingafatpocketistheonlykeytogetin



betweenagirlslegs,theyflaunttheirpossessions

onlytoeitherabusethegirlsorleavethemdryafter

theyaredonewiththem,butItrustyouNomzee"He

saidallofthisthrowingdaggersatFrank

Nomzamoshifteduncomfortablythinkingabout

thatfatefuldayshegaveFrankhervirginityjustso

thathermothercanbecured,hereminiscedhow

thetwinstookturnswithherbodyanditwasallfor

money!Thenthere'spoorNjabuloherewhothinks

thatsheisstillinnocentandpure…blesshisheart.

"Listenmfethuifyouhaveaproblemwithme,we

cansolveitnow.Idon'ttakekindlytoinsults

uyangizwaukuthingithini?(doyouhearwhatI'm

saying)Icanseeyoudon'tlikemeandIdon'tlike

youtoobutdoyouseemebeingasissyabout?Hell

thefuckenno!Gogetg-string!"Frankspat

"Angikhuluminomfanaompofumina,iyellowbone

ayingeke!"(Idon'ttalktoafairskinguy,ayellow

boneno!)



"Guysstop!"Nomzamowarned

"Please!Ibegyoutorepeatthat"Franksaidheading

Njabulo

"Yellowbone!"Njabulosaidpushinghimonhis

chest

FrankcamebackwithanironpunchNjabulofellflat

onthefloor,Nomzamoscreamedtryingtogetoff

thewheelchair.

"Youaregettingintothecarnow!"Frankroared

HecroucheddownslightlyslappingNjabuloonhis

cheek,heshiftedabit.Frankwasrelievedhewasn't

dead,hethenhoppedintohiscaranddroveoff

afterhelpingZamoin.

NomzamokeptondialingNjabulofuriouslyonher

phone,shecouldn'tevenlookatFrankafterwhathe



did.Frankcouldn'tcarelesshekepthiseyesonthe

road,Zamotriedforthelasttimeanditwent

through.

"Njabsyougood?"Nomzamoaskedconcerned

"Iwillcatchhim,hewillregretlayinghishandson

me.Yousatthereandwatchedyourboyfriend

assaultme"hesaidangrily

"hisnotmyboyfriend"Nomzamosaidthrough

grittedteethearningherselfadeathstarefrom

Frank,"ButyoustartedthisNjabulo,youwereoutof

line"Nomzamosaid

"Iwastryingtoprotectyoubutit'sokay,veleizwi

lendodaengenamalializwakali,kulungile

Nomzamo"(thevoiceofapoormanisnotheard)

"Njabulohearmeout…Njabs!…Njabulo!"she

removedherphonefromherearsandnoticedthat

hehashungup

Theridetothedermatologistwasquietandsour,no



onemadeanattempttotalktotheother.Nomzamo

wasseenbytheskindoctorandshestartedwith

hertreatmentandwhentheyweredoneFrank

wheeledNomzamotowardsthecarpark,they

caughtawhiffofasmellofsomethingburning.

Nomzamolookedupandnoticedahugefogof

smoke.

"It'scomingfromthatside"Nomzamosaid

FrankrushedpushingNomzamothesmokecame

fromwherehehadparkedhiscar,peoplewere

runningaway,somedrivingawaywiththeircars

andsomewatchesinhorror.Itwasthemostbizarre

thingbecauseonlyonecargotburntandthefire

camefromnowhere.Frankjuststoodthere

defeated.

"Frankhowdid?…yourcarisburning"Shepanicked

"It'sfinewewillrequestanUber"Hesaidwitha



strainedpainedvoice

"I'msorrybut!Ijustdon'tgetit"shesaiddartingher

eyesaround.

FranksphoneranganditwasMavistheirmaid.

"Sir...thehouseisonfire"shesaidhorrified

"Sh!t!"Franksaidangrily,heturnedNomzamo

aroundtofacehim,"There'ssomethingIneedtotell

you"Hesaidlookingstraightintohereyes
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Chapter37

Franklaidhisheadonherlapstryingtocompose

himself,hewasn'tabouttocryinfrontofalady.His

lifewascrashingrightbeforehimandthingswere

justspiralingoutofcontrol.

"Zamo!"heliftedhishead,"Iamaveryhorrible

personandIthinkGodisveryangryatme,there's

nohopeforme"hesqueezedherhands,hewasstill

crouchinginfrontofherattheparkinglot

"Frank!Weallmakemistakes,wesineverydayand

thatisdispleasingtoGod,InfacttheBiblesaysthat

Goddespisessin!Butit'sanexceptiontonoone"

shewiggledherhandsoutofhisgripandtouched

hisface,"Godismerciful,allyouhavetodois

repentandallwillbeforgiven"shesaidthatwithan

assuringsmile



"Zamo!"hesaidshakinghishead,"Thisisno

fairytaleSweetness,thewagesofsinisdeathand

unfortunatelyI'mnotworthyforallthatrepentance

andforgivenesssh!t,ifItellyouabouthalfofthe

thingsIhavedone,evenyouasNomzamo

Makhanyawillflee…that'showbadanddarkmy

sinsare.NowlistentomeI-Iloveyou,Ihavebeen

controlledbythesestrongfeelingsthathavebeen

makingmedosillythings"hechuckled,"Thevery

firstdayIlaidmyeyesonyouatthehotelIjust

knewyouweredifferent,andmybehaviorstarted

changing.I'msorry!I'msorrythatItookyour

preciousgiftyouhadcarefullypackedforyour

husbandandforyourmarriage,pleaseforgiveme

forthat.Ittormentsmeeveryfuckenday!"Heletgo

ofherandscratchedhisheadvigorously,"IfIwasa

decentman,Iwouldloveyou,marryyouandmake

youthehappiestwomanalivebutmytimeisup

Zamo,Ihavenohopeleft.IwillbookyouanUberto

gohome,walkandneverlookback,fly!Theskyis

thelimit.Onceyouarehealedgobacktoschool

andreachyourdreams,whateveryoudodon'tdate

thatNjabuloguy…hisnotrightforyou…Iloveyou"



hesmashedhislipsonhimastheykissed

passionately.

WhenhepulledoutherequestedanUber,hekept

oncatchingtearsbeforetheycouldfallonhisface.

Thefirefightersarrivedalongwiththepolice,Frank

kissedNomzamooncemore,theUberwaitedjust

bytheentranceofthemedicalcentre,Frank

wheeledherallthewayandhelpedherinside.He

wavedatherwalkingbackwards,assoonasthe

UberstartingmotioningNomzamobrokeoutina

loudsob.

Frankhadachatwiththeofficials,theytookhis

statementastheownerofthecar,heremembered

aboutthehouseburning,hetookouthisphoneto

callMavis.

"Sir!"Mavisansweredsadly

"WhereisNana?"heaskedanxiously



"Eishnkosiyam,sheistrappedinsidesirthefire

fightersareheretryingtosubsidetheflamesso

theycouldgettoher"Mavissaid

"Mavis!howcomeyouaresafeoutsideandanother

personistrappedinside.Youknowshe'snotwell,

whydidn'tyouhelpherout"Frankaskedsadly

"MrFredtoldmewheneverthere'sanemergencyI

shouldtakethebriefcaseinthestudyouttosafety,

somyinstinctrantothatfirstalongwithmystuff.

Theflamesstartedoutsmallwhenthekettlecord

bustedinflamesastohowitcoveredthehousein

secondsonlyGodknowsbecauseIputthebagsby

thegateplanningtorunbackinsidebutthewhole

housewascovered,it'sactuallysurrealeventhefire

fightersareveryconfused…I'msorry"Mavissaid

"Iunderstand,Iamdealingwithsomethingherereal

fast,I'llbethere"hehungup

Thiswasit!Allhehadtodowastowaitforhisturn

todie,butbeforehediesheneededtodo

something.HelookedforaCCTVfootageandsent



ittothepolicedepartmentthenherequestedan

Ubertotheirhouse.

****

AtSenzo'shouse

HearrivedathomefromworkandfoundFrank

sleepingpeacefullyinthespareroom,hewas

welcomedinhishouseevenifhewasn'taround.He

lookedathimpitifullyitseemedlikehehadthe

wholeworldonhisshoulders,itwasn'teasylosing

alovedoneheknewthattoowellwhenPearldied

hestilllovedher.Hepretendedlikeitdidn'taffect

himbutitslicedthroughhissoullikeasharpknife

toapieceofsteak,nowtheirpropertieswere

burningonebyone,ifonlyFredwasstillhere.

Heresortedtothekitchenafterhechangedoutof

hissuit,hestartedpreparingsupperforthem.He



rememberedheneededtocallThuladoshewas

distancedagainandthatwaschildishaccordingto

him,itmusthavebeenthatskhotheniboyfriendof

hers.Hedialedherputtinghisphoneonloud

speakersohecouldcontinuewithhischopping.

"Senzounjani"shesaidinalowvoice

"Heyyou,didIdosomethingwrong?"heasked

sincerely

"Nowhy?"Thuladoprobed

"Yousuddenlycoldnje,didMhlengigettoyou?"he

askedchuckling

"No,I'mjustbusynje.YouknowIhavebeen

thinkingSenzo,usbeingfriendsisactuallystupidity

frommyside.Tillthisdayyouhaveneverexplained

tomewhyIgotarrestedwhenPearldied"hespat

"Ihonestlydon'tknow,Ithinkit'sPearl'sfriendwho

plantedthatseedinthepolice'shead,Ididtrytotell

themthatyouaren'tinvolvedinthat,Ievenwentto

thepolicestationtoclearthatconfusiononlytofind



outthatyourlawyeralreadygotyouout,I'msorry"

hesaidregrettably

"StillIdon'ttrustyou"Thuladoadded

"OKthisisweird,itactuallysoundslikeyour

boyfriend.Justtheotherdaywewentout

picnickingandjikijikiyoudon'ttrustme,howcome

youdidn'tthinkofallthesethingsbackthenhuh?

CutieIwillneverhurtyou,thisismeSenzo,I

wouldn'tdothattoyou.Pleasedon'tpushmeaway!

MhlengiisbeingcontrolfreakIknowit'shim,his

actuallyselfish,heknowshislockedupandcan't

doanythingforyouyethiscreatingbarricades

aroundyou,slowlyturningyouintoanisland…it's

notfair,beindependentanddon'tletamandictate

yourlife.Lookaroundyoucutie,womenarerising

upandstandingfirmwithoutamanyoucandoit

too,fetchyourlifeandletMhlengiservehistimein

prisoninpeace"Senzoconcluded

"Itdoesn'tchangeanythingstill"shemaintainedher

angertowardsSenzo

"Iwillmakeituptoyouthen,I'mcookingnowIhave



onethetwinover...FrankSimmons,Idon'tknowif

youknowthem"Senzoinformed

"YesIdo,theyaremyfriendsbosses"Thulado

responded

"Yeah,Oneofthemwasbrutallykilledathisoffice

andnowFrankisherewithmebecausehishouse

andcarcaughtalittoday,howbizarreisthat?"

Senzosaid

"What?That'sstrange…witchcraftI'mtellingyou"

Thuladosaidgasping

"YeahI'msuspectingtoo,I'mwaitingforhimto

wakeupsoIcanencouragehimtogoandseea

pastororseersomethingisnotrighthere"Senzo

said

"Andyourfiancé,anythingonher?"sheasked

"Thatone"heheavedaheavysigh,"Iwenttoaseer

withherfatherandhetoldusaboutancestors

beingangrywithus,itwasallconfusingbuthe

assuredmethatPhindileissafe,allwehavetodo

istoslaughteragoat"Senzosaid



"Andshewillreturnjustlikethat?"Thuladoasked

"Ihonestlydon'tknowbutIhavetotryeverything

right?"Senzoanswered

"Yesdefinitely!"shesaid

"Wenastopbeinggrumpy,I'mcomingoverwith

foodwithlotsofmeatandmagaliesjuiceinice"

Senzosaidlaughing

"Mymouthiswateringalready,letmecomeover,I

willgetsomeonetobabysitforme"Thuladosaid

"Why?Iwanttoseethebabiesaswell"Senzosaid

"Nope,goandmakeyourown"shegiggled

"Don'tyouwanttohelpmemakemyown?"Senzo

askedsilly

"IonlymakebabiesforMhlengiunfortunately"She

answeredchuckling

"Fairenough,luckyfishItellyou"hesaidinclosing

andhehungup.

****



Thetablewasadornedwithscrumptiousfood

preparedbytheoneandonlySenzo.Thuladosat

impatientlynexttohim,buttheycouldn'teatuntil

Frankjoinedthem,hewasstillbusyintheshower.

Afteracoupleofminuteshewalkedbywearingthe

sameclothesasearlieron,hisshortsandgolfT-

shirt.Hetooklongstridestowardsthetable,he

greetedThuladoandsatdownbuthequicklygotup

rememberinghisfavoritewinethathelikeswith

foodinSenzo'scollection.Thuladocouldn'tstop

staringathim,hewastrulygorgeousandalluring,

shecouldn'thelpitbutnoticedtheanchortattooon

hisnicelegsthatremindedherofMhlengi…there

wasjustsomethingfamiliarabouthim.

Frankreturnedandofferedtopourforthembut

Thuladorefused,shewasn'tadrinker.

"SothisisFrankmyfriendandFrankthisis

Thuladoalsomyfriend"Senzofinallysaid



"NicetomeetyouThulado,youarebeautiful"Frank

said

"Thankyou!Uhmnicetomeetyoutoo"Shesaid

shyly

Thetriadenjoyedtheirdinnertoapointthat

Thuladoendeduphavingtwoglassesasshewas

startingtofeelleftout.Itwasnow10pmandSenzo

wassnoringfromallthealcohol.

"Ineedtogettomykids"shesaidanxiouslylooking

atthetime

"Iwoulddriveyoubutmycarsarecatchingfire

mysteriously,I'mscaredyoumightgethurt"Frank

repliedastheysatinfrontoftheTV

ThuladophonedSharonjusttocheckonthekids.

Sheassuredthattheywerehappilysleepingand

thatsheshouldfetchtheminthemorning,she

encouragedhertohavefunandunwind.Frankgot



anotherbottleofwine,theydrankgettingmore

snackswhilewatchingamovie.Frankdecidedto

takeSenzotosleepinhisbedroombecausehis

snoringwasbecomingunbearable,Thuladokepton

gigglingnonstop.

Frankreturnedsittingnexttotheshortlady,she

restedherheadonhisshoulder,itwasalmostlike

shewassittingnexttoMhlengi.Frank'sheartwas

withNomzamobuthewastakenabackwith

Thuladocutenessandshewasadorablyshort,he

couldjustpickherupandfvckherbrainless,itwas

overwhelmingnowthathersoftbodywasattached

tohis.

****

AttheHospital

Acathasninelives,thatissomethingbefittingto



saytoNana,thefiredidn'tsucceedinkillingherbut

leftsomeseriousburnsonherbodybutfortunately

forher,herbeautifulfaceremained.Hermother

washorrifiedtoseeheronlygirlchilddrapedin

whitebandagesalloverherbody,shesatnextto

herandbegancrying.

****

Thenews..

"Breakingnewstherehasbeenanotherarmed

robberyinDurbanNorth,amiddleagewomangot

shotlastnightasfourheavilyarmedmen

ransackedherhouse.Sadlytheladyhadgirltwins

underhercare,thepolicearetryingtocontactthe

mothertonoavail.ThefamilyofSharonDanielis

overwhelmedbyeverythingandhopingthatthey

childrenwillbetakenhometosafetyassoonas

possible.Thesebreak-insarebecominganorm the

questionisarethepolicedoingenoughtostop



thesecrimes?,wearebringingyoutoyouliveatthe

scenedetectiveNaidoofromtheDurbanNorth

PoliceStation"

Mhlengiwatchedthenewsinhorrorinhisprison

cell…

5yearslater…
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Chapter38

Durban

Nomzamostoodinfrontofthemirrorfixingher

weave,sheletoutabreaththensmiledather

beautifulself.Shedoesthiseverymorningbefore

sheleavesthehousetogotowork.

"Zamoyougotthis"sheutteredhermorningmantra

beforegrabbingherphone,carkeysandbag.

Hermother'shouseneverlookedthisdecenteven

whenherfatherwasstillalive,it'sapitythather

motherwasfightingforherlifeinhospitalonce

againinsteadofenjoyingthefruitsofherdaughter.

Shelockedthehouseandpressedthebuttontoher

blackToyotaYaris,shehoppedonandpropelled

thecarformotioning.Shewassuchamorninglark.

Shethrivedinwakingupearlytostartherday



avoidinguneccessarypressure.

Afterwindingaboutintheheavymorningtrafficshe

arrivedatschoolandheadedstraighttoher

classroomonsecondfloor,sheopenedallwindows

toletinsomefreshair,chasingawaythatmusty

smellbeforeherstudentscouldcomein.Herphone

rangandshesmiledlookingatthecallerID.

"Heybabe!"shesaidsweetly

"Heyhowareyou?Itakeityouareatworkalready?"

heasked

"I'mgoodandyesIjustgothere"shesaidgiggling

"Well!Enjoyyourday…Iloveyou"hesaid

"Iloveyoutoo…Imissyou"shesaidsadly

"SoonIwillreturn…I'malsoparkedoutsidethe

office,Iwillcallyoulater"hesaid

"Alrightbye"shehungup



Shesighedsittingdown,itwasonlyacoupleof

weekslefttillhermother'sestimateddeath,shejust

didn'tunderstandthiscancer.Oneminutethe

personisfinethenextitcomesbackagainthenthe

doctorstellyouhowlongyouhavetillyoucandie,

whatkindofwitchcraftisthat?.Atleastthistime

aroundshewasatpeaceknowingshedid

everythinghumanlypossibletosaveherbutlike

theysayyoucan'thelpsomeonewhodoesn'twant

tobehelped.Itwasnow7:30am,timeforthe

assembly,sherushedoutclickingherheelsdown

thestairs.

****

MooiRiver

ThuladoranouttheBruntvilleCommunityHealth

Centreinavergeoftears,assoonasshereached

outsideshecrouchedtothegroundandcried.She

couldn'tbelievethatshescoredajobas



professionalnurseandmidwifewithoutmuch

experienceallthankstoSharon.Ithasbeentough

yearsforherjugglingschoolworkandtwobabies,

shefeltlikestandingonthemountainandscream.

ShegotupanddustedherGreyhigh-waistformal

pantsthatshepairedupwithabuttonupwhite

blouseandblackstilettos.Shelookednothingover

15yearsthathowshortandcuteshewaswithher

nowmassivestubbornafro.

Sheheldontoherbackandwipedherfacedry,she

thenambledataleisurelypacegoingthroughher

phone,shepressedonSharon'snumber.She

answeredalmostimmediately,shehasbeen

waitingtohearfromher.

"Igotit!Igotthejob"shegiggledhysterically

"OhpraisetheLord,phew!"sheletoutabreath,"I'm

soproudofyouyounglady"shesaidwithhervoice

breaking

"Iwouldn'thavedoneitwithoutyou,fromeveryone



Mhlengiaskedtowatchoverus,youhavebeen

phenomenalit'slikemymotherreincarnatedinyou,

thankyousomuch"Thuladosaidsincerely

"Youdeserveit,nowyoucantakecareofyourself

andMhlengilittlegirls"Shesaidtearfully

"Yes!Youdon'tknowhowgreatitfeelsknowing

thatIwillbeabletoprovideforthem,Mhlengidid

hispartandnowit'smyturn"shesaidproudly

"Andschoolforthem?…Idon'tmindthemstaying

withmeandcontinuingwiththeirnurseryschool,I

reallydon't"Sharonsaid

"Iwillmakesuretheyvisityougranny"shelaughed

"butIneedtoprovetoMhlengithatI'mcapableof

lookingafterthem,Ifoundaniceschoolthisside,

it'scalledTrevertonPrep"sheadded

"OKthen…allthebest"shehungup

Thuladowasnowatthestopwaitingforataxiwhen

ablackBMWparkedinfrontofher,shelooked

awayimmediately.Shewantedtofocusandmen



werethelastthingonhermind,Mhlengistopped

treatingherlikehisgirlfriendhejustfriendzoned

herunnoticeablyafterthatnightSharongotshot.

Shewasexpectinghimtoshoutandbiteherhead

offforendangeringhiskidsbuthedidn't.Everytime

hecallsitsaboutthekidsandthat'sit!Themoney

ranoutwhenshedecidedtogotoschool,therefore

shehadtosellthepaintingsasinstructedby

Mhlengiwhoseemednottomindabouthergoing

toschoolwithhismoney.

Themoneyfromthepaintingsalsodepleted,

Mhlengistartedsendingabitofcashfromthe

inside,onlyGodknowshowhepulledthatoff,

thoughitwasn'tmuchbutitwasenoughtobuy

food.Sharontooktheminwhentheygotevicted

fromtheflatfordamagingtheproperty,theowner

caughtawhiffonThulado'sclutterandhewasn't

havingit.SfisoandMusastillcallandcheckonthe

kidsfromtimetotime.



WitheverythingThuladodecidedtogobackhome

whenanopportunitypresenteditselfinaformofa

herdreamjob.Shecanneverforgetthelookonher

father'sfacewhenhesawMusa'scarpullingupin

theyard,theyallcameoutfromtheirhousesto

witnesstheprodigaldaughtersgrandreturn.Her

fatherlookedoldandfrail,perhapsheissick

becausethatwasnotthestrongoxheleftyears

ago.Hewashappytowelcomeherhomebutthe

mothersalongwiththeirchildrenkepton

scrutinizingher,thechaosandinsultserupted

whentheysawthatThuladoactuallyhadchildren

outofwedlock,howthemightyhavefalleniswhat

theyreferredtoher.Goingtothebigcityonlyto

comebackwithillegitimatechildren,Musaignored

themandfollowedinstructionsonwheretooffload

theluggages.HestayedandhelpedThuladoweed

aroundhermother'srondavalthatlooked

abandonedanduncaredforinyears,whenthey

weresatisfiedtheyputeverythinginside.

Musabidfarewelltohiscousin'sdaughtersandto



Thulado,thentheemptinessbegan.

"Youwillwaitawhile,letmedropyouoff"thedriver

saidpullingherbacktoreality

"NoI'mfine"Thuladosaidcheekily

"Comeon,don'tbestubborn.Idon'tbite"hesaid

chuckling

"That'showwomengomissingandtheyarenever

found,it'sbecauseofthatstupidlineofyours"She

replied

Thedriverkilledtheenginejumpingoff,hecameto

sitnexttoher,hesmelledniceThuladothoughtto

herself.

"FineIwillwaitwithyou",hesaidstaringather,"But

it'sgoingtorainsoon,youwouldn'twanttomess

yourbeautifulhairnowwouldyou?Oryour

beautifuloutfit?"hesaidtryingtoreachout



"Don'tyouhaveawifeoragirlfriend…surelyyoudo,

pleaseleavemealone"shesaidirritably

Thestrangerchuckledtakingouthisphone,he

openedacandycrushgameandstartedplaying.

Thuladokeptonstealingglancesathim,hewas

neatandlookedinvitingthoughshepreferredthem

bad,roughandscruffywiththemnicelegslike

Mhlengi.Thewayshemissedhimattimes,butthe

guyisnotevensparingaminute,shewouldwear

revealingclothesorbehalfnakedforvideocalls

butNgcobowasn'tfazed.Itwasallfustrating

becauseshedidn'tdoanythingwiththelikesof

SenzoandFrank,itwasjustthealcohol.

Itstarteddrizzlingliftingoffasoilaromaoffthe

groundthathitThulado'snostrilspleasurably.

Nothingbeatsthesmelloffreshnessfrommother

nature,thestrangertuckedhisphoneawayand

archedhisbushyeyebrowsatThulado.



"IknowwesittingunderashelterbutIcoulddrop

youoffathome,Ipromiseyouyouwillonlypayme

bygivingmeyourcorrectcellphonenumber"he

said

"DoIhaveanincorrectnumberyini?"sheasked

inquisitively

"Nope!Butgirlslikedoingthat,soI'mhopingyou

areanhonestandsensitiveperson…whereareyou

headed?"heasked

"Mpofana!"shesaid

"Cool…let'sgo,mynameisMkhuzeniMthethwa"he

pickedherbagandledherintohisshinyblackcar.

****

Durban

"Plastic?"Nanasaidlookingatthecustomer

"Yesplease"sheanswered



Ithasbeenasteephillforher,theroadtorecovery

wasanightmare,goingbacktopovertyandliving

impoverishlywithpeopleinthecommunityagain

wasaverydifficulttaskforher.Shetookdownall

hersocialmediaaccountandvanishedintheface

ofearthuntilhermotherstartedcomplainingabout

heridlenessandemptylife,thereforeshestarted

jobseekingandfortunatelyfoundacashierjobat

PicknPay.

Herlifechangeddrasticallywithherburnmarks,

shecouldn'tflauntherbodyanymore,insteadshe

wearsclothesthatcoveredhertotallyevenon

scorchingdays.Frankdissapearedrumorhasit

thathewasoneofthefewpeoplewhodiedwhen

FredSimmonsInccollapsedafteritcaughtfire

mysteriously.Everythinghappenedsofast,one

minuteshewaslivingthelifeandnextshewasflat

ontheground.



Shepackedthegroceriesinthepacketsforthe

customerandwaitedforthesupervisortocome

andrelievehersoshecouldeatandusethe

bathroom.Onherwaytothestaffroomshephoned

Sizwehernerdyboyfriend,shewastakenaback

thathestillwantedheraftereverything.Infacthe

wassupportivethroughout.

"Heysthandwa"hesaidcheerfully

"HeyI'monbreak"shesaidbored

"Solate!Iwishyoucouldgobacktoschooland

studysoyoucangetbetterjobswithbetterhours"

hesaidconcerned

"Wearen'tallmeantforthatandyouknowit,

anywayareyoucomingformethisafternoon?"she

asked

"Yeswestillon"heassuredher

Shedecidedtostopbythebathroomfirst,she

suddenlyfeltpressed.Asshewasurinatingshefelt



theatmospherechanging,sherolledhereyesand

relaxedherbodybecausesheknewexactlywhat

wastohappen.It'sbeenfivelongyearsandthis

presencejustcomesfromnowhereandtorments

her,itwasoneofthereasonsshejustwishedshe

coulddie.Ithoveredaroundherhavingit'swaythen

afterawhileitdissapears,shepantedassweat

trickledalloverherbody.Sherolledtissueonher

handandwipedherself,shealwayswonderedhow

comenooneeverappearwhenthemonsteris

around.

Shefixedherselfandleftthebathroomafter

cleaningherhands.
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Chapter39

Durban

Nomzamomadethemostoflivingalone,shewas

inhershortsilkgowntuningintoherfavorite

romanticseriesonNetflix,graduallypouringherself

wineinherflute.Shemadeadecisionlongagonot

toallowproblemsweighherdown.Shewenttosee

hermotherafterschoolasperusualanditsaddens

herbutshechosetotakeherselfbacktothat

horribleplaceandunfortunatelythistimethe

cancerisdominating.

Shecheckedonherbottleanditwasempty,she



cursedwalkingtowardsthebintodiscardthebottle

thenshewenttoherlittlestashandgotabrand

newbottle,shejustneededonemoreglassandshe

wouldcallitanight.Onethingshelikedaboutwine

isthatitdoesthejobquicklyandifyoubalance

yourwaterproperlythenyouwakeupfeeling

normal...nobhabhalaz.Aknockonherdoorstartled

her,sheknowshergatewaslocked.

"Who'sthere?"shesaidpetrified,livingalonesucks

whenthingslikethishappens.Therewasno

answer,Nomzamorushedtogettheemptywine

bottlefromthetrashslightlywobblyfromthe

percentage.Sheopenedthedoorslowly,she

pausedandgaspedputtingthebottledownwhen

shesawahumongousbouquetofredroses.She

grabbedthemalmostimmediatelyandtherehewas

hidingbehindthem.

"Whydidn'tyoutellmeyouwerecoming,Ithought

nextweek"shesaidsmiling



"Nohug?,kiss?Evenahellowilldo"hesaidjokingly

"Hi!Wespokethismorningandyoudidn'tsay

anything"shesaidfurther

"Iwantedtosurpriseyou,Iwasherewhenucalled

you"hechuckled

"Apleasantsurpriseindeed,comein"shemadeway

forhimtoenter

Themanstruttedin,hehadapresentboxinhis

hand,hesatonthecouch.Nomzamoarrangedher

flowersinavaseandcametojoinhervisitor.

"Thisisforyou"hesaidhandingherabox

"Ohmy…thankyou"sheopenedtheboxanda

dazzlingnecklacewithearringsstaredbackather,

"Thisisbeautiful"shesaid

"I'mgladyoulikeit"hesaidwithasmile

"Thankyoubabe,shouldIfixyousomethingto

eat?"sheasked



"Drunklikethat?NothankyouplusIhaveeaten

already.Howisyourmother?"heasked

"Verybad,I'mjustwaitingforanythingyouknow"

shesaid

"shuuuuyoudidyourbestwhenitcomestoher,

comehere"hepulledhertositonhislap,hekissed

herbutthestenchofalcoholturnedhimoffsohe

pulledaway.

Helikedhersoberandnaturalnowshewasslowly

changingandheneededtostopitbeforeit

deteriorates.

"Whyareyoudrinkingduringtheweek?Are

applyingtobeadrunkard?"heaskedsternly

"No"shesaidsoftlyshegotoffhim,"It'sjustthatI

hadahecticdayandmymother,Iwantedto

unwind"shesaiddefensively

"Justwatchit!Ihavesomegoodnews"hesaid

wigglinghiseyebrows,"Imrelocatingbackto



Durban,IgotpromotedsoIhavetoreturntohead

office"hesaidexcitedly

"Ohwow"Nomzamosaidenthusiastically,"That's

greatthislongdistancewaskillingme,I'msohappy

foryou"shesaid

"Yeah,alsoIwantedtotellyousomethingbut

pleasedon'tbemadatme,Ihaveachildandhis

oneyearold"Hesaidnervously

"WowNjabulo!"shesaidgettingup

"I'msorrybutthere'snothingIcandothebabyis

herenowandIneedtotakecareofhim"hesaid

sternly

"OK"shesaidthrowingherhandsintheair

"NomzamoI'maman,wheredoyouthinkIwas

gettingsexfromhuh?Wehavebeentogetherfor

almosttwoyearsandyoudon'twantsleepwithme,

whatmustIdo?"heshouted

"YoumustbeoutofyourmindNjabulo,ifyouthinkI

willsleepwithamanwhorelikeyou,problemisyou

thinkI'mstupid.Ihavebeenobservingyouallthis



while,youhavebeencheatingeversinceandnow

youevenmadeababy"shelaughed,"ItoldyouI

wanttowaitformyhusbandandclearlythat'snot

you"shesaid

"Thatissooldfashioned,noonedoesthatthese

dayshun,youwanttodieavirgin?"hescream

Nomzamoshifteduncomfortablyandwentmute

becausesheknewshewasn'tavirginanymorebut

shetreatedherselflikeonebecausethatdaywith

FrankandFredwasasacrificialthing,shewanted

towaitandenjoysexwithherpartnerbutclearly

Njabulowasn'tworthyofhercookie.

"IneversaidIwasavirgin"shespat

"Whatdidyoujustsaytome?"hewalkedcloser

"I'mnotavirgin,I'mjustabstainingbecauseIwant

towait"shesaidirritably

"Soyou"hechuckledlookingaway,"Youfooledme

bitch!Youprobablysleepingaroundsoyourfool



Njabulowillwaitfoolishlywhileothermenare

chowing.YouknowwhatI'mgladIcheated,you

ungratefulbitch"hewalkedtowardsthedoor,then

hedecidedagainstandrushedbacktowardsher

pinninghertothewall.

Heliftedhersilknightdressandshewasbare

underneathandthatalonearousedhim,hepinned

hertothewallwhileunbucklinghisjeanstheyfellto

thegroundfollowedbyhisunderwear.Heinserted

hiskneeinbetweenherlegsandpartedthem,

Nomzamowastryingtofightagainsthimbuther

drunkennessdeemedherweak,heliftedherupso

hecanslidinbutshewassotight,heforcefully

triedpushinghisd!ckinsidehervaginabutnothing,

clearlythisneededtimeanddelicacy.Hedropped

herdown,shefellonherbumscrying,hepulledup

hisjeansandleft.Nomzamoquicklylockedher

doorbehindhim,sheswitchedofftheTVasshe

soberedinstantly,shesatoncouchsilently…she

wasshocked.



****

Nextmorning

MoorRiver

Mkhuzeniwasalreadyparkedfewhousesaway

fromThulado'shomestead,itwasdisrespectfulto

justparkedoutsideagirlshome,heplayedhis

candycrushwhilewaitingforher.

MeanwhileThuladopreparedhertwinssothey

haveeverythingtheyneedfortheday.Shewasin

hernursesuniform,readytotackletheday.She

gavethemtheirlunchboxes.

"Don'teatanythingfrompeopleinthisyardexcept

fromauntNhlanhloOK?"Theynoddedtheir

heads,"Ifyougethungryagainafteryour



lunchboxesarefinishedaskherbutifanyoneelse

offeryoufood,evensweetssaythankyouandthat

youarefull.Iwillbringyousomeyummytreats

tonight"sheassured

"IwanttoliveatGogo'shouse"Lumisaidpouting

"Soyoudon'twantmummytobeanurseandsave

people'slives?"Thuladoaskedherloudmouthchild

"IdobutthishouseisnotnicelikeGogo's"she

complained

"I'mgoingtotellGogothatyouarebeingungrateful,

remembershesaidwemustn'tgivemummyahard

time"Lubisaidsternly

"I'mnottalkingtoyou"Lumisaidcheekily

"I'mgoingtotelldaddy"Lubisaid

"Whatever"Lumisaidrollinghereyes

Thuladoshookherhead,shewasn'tinthemoodfor

theircatfights,herphonerang.Sheanswered

withoutlookingatit.



"Hello"sheanswered

"Youready?"hesaidwithhisthunderousvoice,she

stoppedathertracks,thesedayswhenhephones

it'stotalktohisdaughtersbutdidhejustasked

abouther?

"Me?"Thuladoaskedtobesure

"Yesyoushorty,areyoureadyforyourfirstdayat

work?"heaskedagain

"Y-yeahI'mreadyalldressedup,I'mjustgettingthe

rascalsreadyandsettled"shesaidgiggling

"Stopcallingmychildrenrascals"hechuckled,

"PleasetakeafullpictureformeinyouruniformI

can'tseeyouproperly,Ibetyoulookinghot"hesaid

sexily

"Iwill"Thuladosaidblushing,it'sbeensolongsince

theyhadawarmconversationandthisiswhatshe

neededtokickstartherday.

"IwantyoutoknowthatI'mproudofyou,Iknow

howmuchthismeanstoyouandI'mcertainyou



willshowthemflamesatBruntville.LikeI'm

swellingwithpride...welldone,here'sanothergood

thinghappeningformeeitherthanmykids,thank

you"hesaidsincerely

"Thankyousomuch"shestartedcrying

"Don'tcryshorty,yousupposetobejumpingand

bubbling"Mhlengisaid

"Youdon'tknowhowlongIhavebeenwaitingfor

youtotalktomelikethis,whyhaveyoubeen

distance.Doyounotlovemeanymore?"Thulado

asked

"Thuladu"hesighed,"Idon'tthinkthere'sanoption

formenottoloveyoumaMdletshebutrealityhit

mehardbabygirl.IrealizedthatIcan'thinderyou,

I'mnotthere.AsmuchasIwantyoutowaitforme,

it'snotfair.Soyouarefreetodatewhoeveryou

want,it'sbetterthanyoucheatingonme.Thatday

whenyouleftthechildrenwithSharonopenedmy

eyes,youyoungandyouneedtolive,unwindand

stuff.IwantyoutobehappyOK!Sodon'tworry

aboutme,I'mreapingwhatIsowedandthatdoesn't



meanIshoulddragyoutoo.Iwillalwaysloveyou,

myshorty,themotherofmykids"hechuckled

bitterly."Justsoyouknow,whenIcomeoutIwant

mythirdkidfromyou,Idon'tcareifyouareina

relationshipornotbutIwantmythirdchild"hesaid

chuckling

"Ican'tlistentothis,heretalktoyourkids"Thulado

angrilygavethephonetothetwins.

Shewentoutsidetocollectherself,meanwhile

inside.

"babaIsaidsorrytoLubi"Lumisaidquickly

"Uh-ohLuminjalowhatdidyoudo?"Mhlengiasked

archinghiseyebrow

"Sheisgivingmaahardtimebaba,gogoShaysaid

weshouldbegoodtomabutLumiisnot"Lubanzi

said

"StoplyingLubi"Luminjalostartedcrying

"Velehawu…eventhismorning"Lubisaidtoher



face

"OKgirls,youbetterbegoodtomummybecause

sheworksreallyhardforyouOK,ifIhear

complaintsthenyouarenotgettingpresentsfor

your5thbirthday"Mhlengisaid

"BabaIpromiseIwillveryverygood,Iwillbethe

goodest"Lumisaidputtingherhandstogether

begginginthecamera

"I'malwaysgood"Lubisaid

"Goodgirls,daddylovesyouOK"Mhlengisaid,they

noddedhappily

"Givethephonetoma"Mhlengiordered

TheyranoutoftherondavalfindingThuladoonher

waybackinside,theyhandedherthephone.

MhlengitriedtospeakbutThuladocanceledthe

call.Shegatheredthekidsstuffandlockedthe

house,theywentuptoNhlanhla'shouse.Thulado's

fatherhadapolygamyandallhiswiveslivedinthe

yardwiththeirownrondavalsandflats.Nhlanhlo



happilyreceivedthekids,shewasThulado'shalf

sistertheonlyoneclosetoher.

"Youreadymntase?"Shesaidwithabigsmile

"Yep,I'mdoingthisbutpleaselookaftermykids.I

haveeverythingtheyneedintheirbags"Shesaid

"Don'tworrytheyareingoodhands,youmustcall

usduringyourbreak.YaziIwentoutthegateafew

minutesagoandIsawMkhuzeniparkeddownthe

path,I'msurehishereforyou"shechuckled

"Arghiscefe,heissoannoyingbutsmellssogood"

Thuladosaid

"Hisloaded,therichestbusinessmaninthisvillage

butalsoapolygamist,hehastwowivesalreadyso

don'tfallforhim.Wenanjeenjoyfreeridesbecause

transporthereisanightmare"Nhlanhloadvised

"I'mnotinterestedbutthankyou"Thuladoslammed

her,"Pleasetakeapictureofme,Iwanttoupload

onmystatus"Shehandedoverherphoneand

startedposing.



Shehuggedherkidsandwalkedoutthegate.She

wasamblingpostingpicturesofherselfonsocial

media,withinminutespeoplereactedandstarted

commentingonherbeauty.Senzocalledher

instantly.

"Hello"shesaidsoftly

"Wow!Youareservingusflames"Hesaid

"Howareyou?"Thuladoasked

"I'mgoodnowthatI'mtalkingtoyou,youjustup

andleftmedry.AllmyfriendsaregoneI'mleftby

myself"hecomplained

"I'msorrybutI'mactuallyrushingtowork"Thulado

cuthimshort

"OKcool,youlookabsolutelygorgeousand

congratulations"hesaidsincerely

"Thankyou"Shehungup



****

Thuladowaswalkingalongthedustypathhoping

shegetsataxiimmediately,hermorningwas

delayedabit.ShecompletelyignoredMkhuzeni's

presencewhenshespottedhiscarjustlike

Nhlanhlainformed,shewasstillupsetbecauseof

Mhlengi.Ifshewantedtomoveon,shewasgoing

tomakethatdecisionherself,itwasfustratingthat

hethoughthecouldmakedecisionsforher.What

wasshetodowithalltheloveshehasforhim,

Mkhuzeniparkedinfrontofherandjumpedout,he

waswearingablackBrentwoodtrouserswith

creasessosharptheycouldslicethroughafly

passingby,redcarvela'sandacrispwhiteshirt…a

realbhinca.

"AwwmaMdletshe,youjustgoingtopretendlike

youdidn'tseeme?"heaskedsmiling

"Yoh!Justleavemealoneplease"shepleaded

"Youalwaysinabadmood"hechuckled



"Ijustdon'tlikeitwhenpeopleareupinmy

business,gohometoyourwives"shespat

"Notwithoutyou"hesaid

"IfyouthinkIwillthrowmyselfintoapolygamy

thenyoumustbehighonsomethingstrongbhuti

wabantu,allofthis"shepointedathimandhiscar,

"Doesn'tmoveme"Thuladosaid

"Thenwhatmovesyou?"heaskedlickinghislips

"Peace"shesaidlookingaway

"ngiyakuzwantokazi,butyouaregoingtobelatefor

workandit'syourfirstday.Getinbecausethenext

taxiwillbehereinanhour"hesaidsternly

Thuladogrowledangrilyheadingtothepassenger

door,shehoppedinandMkhuzenihitthegas.

©ZamaGambusheYenga,2021
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Triggeralert‼

Durban

Nomzamoloathedjoiningtheotherteachersinthe

staffroombecausetheygossipandlaterproblems

ariseandpeoplearecalledintotheofficefor

disciplinary.Sosheoptedtoenjoyherlunchesin

herclassroom,thatwayshecanmarkorcheck

assignmentsaswell.Oneofherstudentswalkedin



withabouquetofrosesandchocolates.

"Missthisisforyou,theprincipalsaiditwasa

delivery"thegirlsaid

"Thankyousweetheart"Nomzamosaidreceiving

theflowers,thegirlranout.

Shesighedlookingatthem,normallyshewould

rejoicebutnotafterwhatheattemptedtodolast

nightandafterdroppingsuchabombonher.He

spottedacardandreadit.

*I'msosorry*

Shedecidedtocallhim,heansweredimmediately.

"Babe"hesaidinapainedvoice

"Ireceivedyourflowers"shesaidbored



"BabeI'msosorryforwhatIdid,Idon'tknowwhat

cameoverme.IjustgotsoangryandIlostcontrol,

IwantyoutoknowthatIrespectyouandyour

wishes,pleaseforgivemeitwillneverhappen

again"hesaidsincerely

"Idon'tknow,Ineedtime.Youreallyshockedme

plusyouhaveachild…Ireallydon'tknow"

Nomzamosaid

"Pleasedon'tleaveme,Iwillchange.Iwillnever

lookatanotherwomanagain,Iwanttomarryyou

sowecanbuildahometogether"hepleaded

"Ineedtimetothinkbutthankyoufortheflowers"

shehungup

Shethenarrangedthebouquetinavaseand

resumedhereating.

****

WestvillePrison



Mhlengiwaslyingonthelowerbunkbedgoing

throughhisphone,hecreatedaghostaccounton

FacebooksohecouldseeThulado,heknewshe

won'tnoticebecauseshewasn'tonsocialmediato

beginwith.Hewasscrollingthroughherpictures

andhestoppedwhenhefoundonewiththetwins,it

seemedlikeitwasSharon'shouse.Theywere

havingaplayteapartywithfakeplasticcupsand

saucers,eachpersonhadateddybear.They

seemedsohappywithouthimithurts,Thuladowas

smilingwithhercuteface,heimaginedhimself

sittingbehindher,snakinghisarmsaroundhertiny

bodyastheyplaytheirgirliegames.

Hecontinuedscrollingtillhefoundtheonehewas

lookingfor,thepictureofherinuniform,hefound

himselfchuckling.Shewassoshortandbeautiful,

hewonderedifpeoplewouldtakeherseriouslyat

themedicalcentrebecauseshelookedlikea15

yearoldinnurseuniformbuthehadsomuchfaith

inher,deepdownheknewthatshewillpullitoff.



"eitaKrugeruyafunekangalana"amaninorange

overallstoldMhlengi

"Bywho?"heaskedarchinghiseyebrow

"Tumelo!Hisbackfromekhulukuthu"(solitary

confinement)theguyanswered

"OKshongiyazwakala"hesaid,heheavedasighof

relief.

Hewasrunningaverydangerousoperationof

drugsinside,standinginfortheKrugerwhogotinto

troubleforstabbinganotherprisoneroverterritory.

Hewassentintoconfinementforamonth,he

preferreddistributionbecauseitwasquickand

stressfreebutbeinginchargeoftheactual

businesswasdauntingandyouhavetosleepwith

oneeyeopened.Thethinghefearedthemostwas

gettingcaught,thatcouldaffecthissentenceand

hewantedtogetoutofthatplaceasinyesterday.

HehidhisphoneandlefttogoseeTumelo.



****

Secretlocation

Phindilecarefullyfloppedonthecouch,sherested

herswollenlegsonastool,theheatmadethings

difficultforher.Sheheardthedooropeningshejust

scoffedlookingaway,ifonlyheknewhowmuch

shehatedhim.Hehasmanagedtokeepheraway

fromeverythingandeveryoneforfiveyears,only

Godknowshowhepulledthisoff.Allshewanted

nowwastodeliverthisbabybecauseitwasadding

ontoheranxieties.

"Iboughtyougroceries"hesaidhappily

"Istillhavefood"Phindilereplied

"Ifyoudon'twantit'sokaybutyouwilleatonbehalf

ofmyson"hesaidcockily



"Youdon'tknowifit'saboyoragirl,sostopsaying

that"shespatfustrated

"Shutthefuckup"hesaidwithhisfacechanging.

Heunpackedthefoodplacingitneatlyinsidethe

cupboards,heboiledwaterandaddedsaltinit.He

pickeditupandplaceditbyPhindile'sfeet,he

waitedforthewatertocooldownthenhestarted

washingherfeetinattempttohelpwiththeswelling.

"YouknowIlovedPearlwitheverythinginme,I

actuallyknewthatsheliedaboutAngelnotbeing

mine,Ioverheadhertalkingtoherfriendoverthe

phonebutIplayeddumbforyearsbecauseIloved

herthatmuch.Everythingwasgooduntilshe

startedsleepingwiththosetwins,herwingsstarted

togrow"hechuckledbitterly,"everyonethinks

Senzoisabigfool,PearlmademethinkIwas

infertilebecausewetriedforsomanyyearsfora

kidonlytofindoutitsbecauseofherlooseness

thatIcouldn'tmakechildren,thoseevilboys



somehowwereusingmyfertilityandhersfortheir

wealth.Fuck!ThankGodforyourfatherbecausehe

tookmetoaseerandhetoldmeallofthis

otherwiseIwouldstillbegoingaroundaimlessly

likeafool.IkilledFredandIwasreadytokillFrank

butdeathbeatmetoit,Ihopetheyareburningten

timesinthefire'sofhellforwhattheydidtomeand

Pearl.WhenIbroughtyouin,Ithoughtyouwere

differentfromyoursisterdearPhindilebutno,

bitchescutfromthesamecloth,Iwonderwhoyou

takeafterbecauseyoudonothaveabackbone,I

thinkyouareworsethanPearlitdidn'ttakemuch

convincingforyoutostartspreadingyourlegsfor

thoseboyssfebesanonkroyi,youfvckenprostitute.

YouleftmenochoicebecauseIknewwhenyou

wantedtomovetoRestofocusonyourstudies

wasactuallytofocusontheSimmonsdick"he

laughs,"girlsthough…youlovemoneytoomuch,

andevilknowsthattoo,Iactuallysavedyoufrom

thepalmsofSatan.Ikidnappedyoubecauseyour

familyowesmechildrenafterallthelobolaIpaid

andlooknowI'mgoingtobeafather"hesmiled

andkissedthebabybump



"I'msorryforeverythingIdidn'tknowVilakazibut

youdon'thavetokeepmehereanylonger,Imissed

fiveyearsofschool.Let'sgobackhomesoIcanat

leastgoback,Iunderstandyourfrustrationsand

angerbutit'senoughnow"shepleaded

"Ifyouweren'tsuchabitchIwouldn'thavedoneall

ofthis,Idon'ttrustyouanymore.Butbecauseof

myson,I'mworkingonawaytotakeyouback

withoutthepoliceonmynecksocalmyourtits"he

said

"Iwonderwhatpeoplewillthinkoncetheyfoundout

whatyoudidthistomeespeciallymyfather,

nothingstayshiddenforever"shesaidangrily

"Butthekidnapperswillmessagemetodropyou

off,IhavemillionsthatIscammedfromthose

wizards…wearerich.Iwillbetheheroforfinding

youandwewillgetmarriedandlivehappilyever

after,ifyouthinkforasecondyouwillescapefrom

me"helaughed,"youwillreunitewithyoursister"he

said

"I'mnotgoingtomarryamonsterlikeyou"shespat,



Senzoslappedheracrossthefacethenhechoked

her

"Iwillkillyouandburyyouinmybackyardbitch,if

youthinkyoucanchallengeme,youneedtoreset

thatstupidbrainofyours.Iworkedhardtoget

whereIamtoday,doyouit'snicehuh?Doyouhave

anyideahowitfeelstogetscrewedoverandover

againbypeoplethatyoutrust?

DoyouthinkIlikedoingallofthis"hepointed

aroundtheroom,"I'mnotabadpersonPhindilebut

peopleturnedmeintothismonster,sodon'tyou

dareupsetme"heroared

Phindilewentmute,sheknewifsheopenedher

mouthagainshewillgetmorethanjustaslap,he

hasdoneworsetoher.

****

WeekslaterSenzowasatworkwhenamessage



poppeduponhisphone.

*comegetyourgirlatBuchananpark*

Hepretendedtopanicrunningtohisboss…

"SirPhindile!"hesaidfranticallyshowinghimthe

message,hereleasedhimfromhisdutieswithout

questions.Everyoneknewhowherdissapearance

tookatollonhim.

Onhiswayhecalledtheofficerswhomled

Phindile'scase,theyaskedhimtowaitforthem

beforegoingtherejustincaseitsatrap.Aftera

coupleofminutestheyapproachedtheparkandas

promisedPhindilewassittingonthebenchsoaking

intears,Senzorantowardsherthenhegrabbedher

pullingherintohisembrace.Peoplepassingby

quicklygatheredandtheyimmediatelymeltedat

theheartwarmingreunion,thepoliceclearedthe



areaandtookPhindiletothestationfirstfora

statementthentheyreleasedhertogoandrestat

homewithSenzo.

****

SenzowatchedoverPhindiletillshefellasleep,he

sighedheadingtohislittlebar,hepulledouthis

favoritedrinktocelebratehisGrammydeserving

actingskills.Hegulpedtwoglasseswithoutcare,

herememberedthelumpsumhecollectedfromthe

twins.Atleasthegotsomethingfromthosedirty

dogsfromallthepainandhumiliationtheycaused

him,hewenttothestoreroompullingoutadusty

bag,heblewthedustoffthenopenedthezipper.He

closedhiseyesopeningthemagainbuthesawthe

samething,herummagedthroughthebagcoming

outwithpiecesofnewspaper.Heremembered

countingthecashwithhisfriend,sothiswas

bemusing.Hepulledouthisphoneandcalledhis

dearestfriendbutitwentstraighttovoicemail.



Hewentbacktohisalcoholstashandpoured

anotherglass,behindthebottleshespotteda

cornerofanenvelope,hepulleditout.He

reluctantlyopeneditandoutpoppedaletter,he

wenttositonthecouchsohecouldread,thiswas

bewildering.

*YougoingtoneedaglassofJamesontoread

this…*thebeginningoftheletterstipulated.Senzo

startedsweatingthatfeelingoftheunknown,who

wrotetheletter?andwhatwasitabout?,hismoney

wasonhisbelovedPearl.Hestillwasgoingto

makePuritypayforkillinghiswife,shehadnoright

becauseshetoowasabitchjustlikeher,what

madeherthinkthatshedeserveddeathandherto

live,hewaswaitingforrighttimetostrikebecause

everyonethinksSenzoisafool.Hepouredhimself

hisfavoriteJamesonandreturnedtothecouch

*It'smeFrank,IjustwantyoutoknowthatIknow



youkilledFred.IsenttheCCTVfootagetoapolice

friendofmine,Iaskedhimnottoarrestyouright

awaybecauseIfeellikeyourangerisjustifiedafter

everythingwedidtoyou,unfortunatelythemoney

youthinkyouaccumulatedfromPhindile'sransom

won'tdoanythingforyoubecauseit'sbloodmoney.

Itshalldissapearwitheverythingweownunless

youdosomethingwithitimmediately,wearesorry

foreverything.PleasebringbackPhindile,Iknow

youdon'tloveher,she'sstillyoung.It'snotherfault

thatshefellforus,theywereunderaspelljustlike

Pearl.Forwhatit'sworthwereallylovedyouasa

friendbutwewereropedintoevilbyourmother,we

aresorryforyourchildren.NonethelessIrefuseto

letmybrothersdeathtogounpunished,youtook

theonlyfamilyIhavesothisisjusticeformetoo

sinceyougotyoursbykillingmybrother.Iknow

youhavebeendrinkingthatJamesonselfishlyand

becauseofthatI'matpeace,ifyoushowanyone

thislettertheywillknowthatyourapedandkilled

yourowndaughteryoudirtydog…fuckyouVilakazi,

seeyouinhellyoupvssy*



Senzowassweatinglikehisinasauna,hetookthe

lettertothesinkandopenedrunningwateronit

thenhescruncheditafteralltheinkfadedaway,he

thenshoveditinthebin.Hedrankfromthe

Jamesonbottleasavideoofthatfatefuldayhe

tookouthisangeronAngel.HesawPearlsneaking

insideFred'shousewhiletherestofthestaffwere

havingfunoutsidetheyard,hejustknewshewas

goingtogetfucked.HetookAngelanddroveout

goingbacktotheirhouse,heviolatedherholding

thebiggestknifehecouldfindaroundthehouse,

butthegirlwouldn'tstopcryingthereforehetold

herhewouldslitherthroatopenandthenkillher

motherifshedoesn'tkeepquiet.

Whenhewasdoneheinstructedthatifpeopleask

thenhemustsayit'suncleFredorhewillburnher

andPearlinthehouse,Angelcompliedbutwhenhe

camebacktohissensesherealizedhowdirethe

situationwasandifthisshouldcomeoutpeople

won'tunderstandwhyherapedalittlegirlbecause



ofhermother'scheating.Hepanickedandfound

herselfplungingaknifeinherstomach,hethen

disposedherinatownshipdumpsiteandranforhis

life.Hereturnedlatetothepartyandheknewthat

Pearlwon'tnoticehisdissapearance,hewasthe

firstonetoraisesuspicionthatAngelwasmissing

thentherewaschaos.

Senzostaggeredtoandfroastearsstreameddown

hisface,thealcoholwasinfullprocess.He

balancedonthewallgoingtothecouch,hesatonit

andletthemflow.TheimagesofAngelcoveredin

bloodplayedinhisheadtormentedhim,hetooka

sipfromtheJamesonbottle

oncemoreashecriedsilently.

Inthespiritualrealm

Intheillusion.ThePhantomfeltweakenedand

neededmorepower,waitingonthevesselsto



deliverwaslikewaitingforpainttodry.Heneededa

virginandheneededonenow,heteleportedtothe

nearesttwinandthatwasFred.Hesearched

throughthecrowdbutnovirgininsightbut

interestinglytherewasatroubledman,hisheartso

weakthatitmadehimvulnerable.Hesawan

opportunitywhenFredwasbusyhumpingPearlin

thebedroom,hefeltlikeapuppeteer.Thesinand

lustfulnessthatdominatedthepartygavehimjoy,

thentheangerandrevengefueledhimup,Senzo

hadamotivesohebecameaperfectcandidate.

Heenteredinhimandthatwaswhenhiseyes

landedonAngel,therestishistory…

©ZamaGambusheYenga,2021
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Chapter41

*Aweeklater*

MooiRiver

ItwasaSaturdaymorning,Thuladowassitting

outsidehermother'shouselookingatthegraves,it



wasfarbutyoucouldseethemfromwhereshe

wassitting.It'sbeenyearssinceshepassedonand

thingswereneverthesame,flashesofeventsthat

ledtoherdeathhauntshereverysingleday.

Thoughthesunwasshiningbeautifullyandthe

twinsranaroundtheyardhappilyhuntingforbugs

fortheircollection,everyreasontomakeher

cheerfulbutinsteadshefoundtearsmakinglines

downherface.

Shewasabout10.Hermotherwasthenewestwife

fromtheothertwo,shewasbeautiful,youngand

mostlovedbyherfather.Shenowknowthatshe

gotthisirritatingshortheightfromher.Thulado

rememberedhermotherasasweetandkind

woman,sothatdayshehadtogototheriveralong

withherhalfsisterstogetwater,thevillagehada

bigdrought.Soiftherewasarainitwaswiseto

collectasmuchasyoucantokeepyoutillnext

showers.



Herfatherwasatruckdriverthatdeliversgoodsfor

longdistance,evenoutofSouthAfricasometimes

sohewouldbeabsentfromhomemostofthe

timesleavingthewivestobeoneachothersthroats

24/7,hermotherswasdifferent.Shelockedherself

inherrondavalandreadherbooks,allshewished

shecoulddowastogotouniversityandbea

Psychologistbutherfamilymarriedheroffinstead.

"Yourhusbandhasmoney,ifyouareluckyhewill

sendyoutoschool"herfamilysaidandtheywere

right,sherememberedherparentshavingsuch

talks,Herfatherwillreturnfromhistripsandstarts

fromhermother'srondavalfirstbeforevisitingthe

otherwives.

Hewouldbringtubsofice-creamforhersinceshe

loveditsomuch,thethreeofthemwouldsitonthe

bedandeatitoutfromthecontainerthanher

motherwouldwashitandpackitupinthecup

boardtouseittostoreherspicesandothergrainy

andpowderedfoodstuff.HewouldpullThulado's

warsnottotelltheothersabouttheice-creamsince



hedidn'tbringforthemitwastheirlittlesecret,she

compliedfaithfully.

Attheriverwhilescoopingwaterforherbucket

NhlanhlowhowasthesameageasThulado

whisperedinherears.

"Youseetheyarenottalkingtous?It'sbecauseour

motherssaidthatdaddyhasfavoritism,Nombuso

sawdaddycarryingice-creamfromhiscarintoyour

house,nowtheyaremad…butI'mnotmad"she

saidfillingupherbuckettoo

Thuladojustkeptquietthat'swhatshedidbest,the

girlswalkedingroupswithbucketsontheirheads,

ThuladoandNhlanhloatthebackastherewerethe

youngest.Suddenlyoneofthegirlsinthefront

screamed.

"Kuyashaekhaya!"(ourhomeisburning)they



briskedwalkasfastastheycouldcarefulnotto

spillthewaterfromtheirbuckets.Thecloserthe

camethemoreclearerwherethefireeruptedfrom

Thuladodroppedthebucketsprintingtothe

directionofherhousebutoneofthemothers

yankedherback"Wheredoyouthinkyouare

going!"shesaidangrily,Shepushedhertotheback

wherealltheotherkidsstoodastonished.

"Whereismymother?"sheaskedsoftlybutnoone

answered

Theyputthefireoutwithsandandwater

fortunatelythegapinbetweenthehousesinthe

ruralareashadafairdistancetoeachothersoit

wasunlikelyfortheotherhousestocatchalit

unlessit'sawindyday.JustlikethatThulado's

motherdied,thepolicecameandtookstatements.

Whenherfatherreturnedonshortnoticeupon

hearingaboutthetragedy,helosthismind



temporary.Hewashurtandcrushed,helostthe

loveofhislifeinthemostgruesomeway,hewould

haveThuladobyhissidenomatterwhat,evenwhen

runningerrandshemadesurehislittlegirlwaswith

him.Afterthefuneralhecalledameetingwith

everyonepresent.

"FirstofallIwanttothankyouallforunitinginthis

hardtime,Idon'tthinkIwilleverbethesameafter

this,I'mgratefulforyourloveandsupport"the

wivesshifteduncomfortably,"I'maskingyoufrom

thebottomofmyheartforyoutolookaftermylittle

girl,withouthermothersheisexposed,shewill

needtenderloveandcare,canIpleasecounton

youtotakeherinasyourown"therewassilence,

Thuladoeruptedinaloudsobshecriedsopainfully

thathisfatherjoinedin,hepickedheruptositon

hislap.Insteadshelatchedonhimcryingonhis

chest,itwasheartbreakingtowatch."Istilldon't

understandhowapersoncanburntodeathand

there'speopleintheyard,whydidn'tyoubreakthe

doororsomething"heaskedcatchinghistears



"Theproblemisthatshelovedlockingherselfinher

roomwhenwetriedtoopenitwaslocked,bythe

timewegottoolstobreakthedoortheflames

becamedominant,theentirehouseincludingthe

doorwasonfire"thefirstwifeanswered

"Itmusthavebeenthebooksandcontainersthat

shekeepsinthehouse,thehouseiseasiertocatch

firewhenitcrammedup,it'sreallysadthatitcame

tothisbutwetriedbaba"thesecondwifeargued.

IntheendtheyagreedtocareforThuladobutas

yearswentbysherealizedthosewerejustwords,

herfatherstartednotcomingbackhomefor

monthsandwhenhedid,hereturnedwithanother

wife.Withheraroundheneglectedeveryoneelse

includinghiskids,Thuladogrewupaloneuntilshe

movedtoDurban.

Pullingheroutofherthoughts,shespottedtheold

manhobblingdownthehillwithhiswalkingstick,

shequicklyranuptohelphimdown,shewent



insidetograbachairandapillow.Theysatoutside

inawkwardsilence,hestaredatthetwinsasthey

bickerbackandforth,hechuckled.

"Thatonehasabigmouth"hesaidpointingatLumi

"Shedoes"Thuladoagreedthenshejoinedin

chuckling.

"Thisoneislikeyouandyourmother"hesaid

painfullypointingatLubi,Thuladokeptquiet

lookingaway."I'msorry"hesaid

"Iknowyoulovedhermorethananythingbaba,

whatIdon'tunderstandiswhyyouneglectedme

knowingverywellyouwereallIhad"shesaid

painfully

"It'snoexcusemntwanawamibutIwasbewitched,

whenIfoundoutyouwerealreadygoneandIjust

knewthatitwastoolate,asyoucanseethatmy

wifethatcameafteryourmotherisgone.Isenther

packing,onlymykidsfromherremained"hesaid

"It'swashardbutGodsawmethrough"shesaid



wipinghertears

"I'msoproudofyou,Iknowyourmotheristoo"he

added,"Whereistheirfather,heneedstocomeand

dotherightthing"hesaidfurther

"He-hisinjail"Thuladosaidplayingwithherhands,

"Hecallsthemandhehasbeentakingcareofus

regardless,hisagreatman"Thuladosaid

"Ifhewasagreatman,hewouldn'tbebehindbars"

theoldmansaid

"Atleasthedidn'tabandonhischildren"Thulado

saiddefensively,herfatherkeptquietlookingdown.

"Whatstheirsurnameandwashetheonewho

enteredmykraal?"helookedathersternly

"Ngcoboandyeshewas"Thuladosaidshyly

"Goodatleastit'soneman,yoursistershave

shamedmeinthisvillage,Idon'tevenhaveaplace

tohide"hechuckled

"DoyouwantsomethingtoeatIcooked"shesaid

withasmile

"YesandIhopeyoucooklikeyourmother"He



chuckled

Thuladodissapearedinsideandthetwinsranto

theirgrandpa'sdirection.

"Mkhululook,wefoundladybirds"theyshowedhim,

hecouldn'tstopsmilingitwassomethingabout

Thuladoandherkidsthatgavehimpeaceand

happiness,havingthembackathomesurely

changedtheatmosphere.Coulditbethatheloved

Thulado'smotherwithhiswholeheart?Andthat

whateverisassociatedwiththatbeautifulsoulis

soothingtohim?Maysherestinpeace.

****

Durban

NomzamowalkedhandinhandwithNjabulo



steppingoutfromamovie,shedecidedtoforgive

andgiveNjabuloalastchancetoprovehimself.

Sheaskedaroundforadviceandtheladiestoldher

whatdidsheexpectthepoorguytodowhenshe

wasdeprivinghim,theycalledhimoffforthe

attemptedrapebutNomzamosaiditwasherfault

andthathehadneverdoneanythinglikethatbefore.

Soheretheyareallloveydoveydatingandall,

Nomzamorecievedacall,shecheckedthecallerID

anditwasthehospital.

ShepausedandlookedatNjabulowithherheart

ploddingagainstherribcage,shesuddenlyfelt

downasifitwasgoingtobebadnews.Njabulo

decidedtotakethephonefromhersohecould

answer.

"Hello!"hesaidpullingNomzamointohisembrace

"IsNomzamoaround?"thenurseasked

"Yes,youcantalkshe'slistening"Njabulosaid



"Nomzamobabemom…she,sheleftusafew

minutesago"shesaidsadly

Nomzamojustcriedsilently,sheburiedherfacein

Njabulo'schestsothatshedoesn'tdrawacrowdat

themall.ThenursecontinuedtalkingtoNjabulo

aboutthearrangementsandwhentheywere

satisfiedshehungup.Njabulohuggedherforlong

allowinghertoletitallout,thoughtheywere

expectingthis,itwasstillverysad.

****

SenzowaswatchingsoccerwhilePhindilesaton

thesinglecoucheatingfriedchickenandbusywith

hersocialmediaaccounts,peoplecouldn'tstop

sendingherheartfeltmessagesaboutherreturning

home.Theyshoweredherwithsomuchlovethatit

broughttearstohereyes,thentherewasa

pregnancythatshedidn'tknowhowtoexplain.

Automaticallypeoplewillknowshewasrapedby



thekidnappers,yettheculpritisrightundertheir

nosesoshedecidednottotellanyoneforher

safety.

Thebuzzerwentoff,Phindilewaddledtowardsthe

doortopresssothegatecouldopen,shewaddled

backtositandeat.

"Didyouevencheckwhoitwasatthegate?"Senzo

asked

"Nobutyouwillfindoutsoonangithi?"shesaid

annoyed

Thedoorwasopensothepolicedidn'tneedto

knock,theystruttedin.Senzostoodupimmediately

withhiseyesasbigassaucers.

"H-howcanIhelpyou?"heaskednerve,recked

"Yeswenanja!Didyouenjoyyourfiveyearsof



freedom?Iwantedyoupuffyourbigchestandthink

yougotawaywithyourmaliciouscrimethenIcome

andbustyourbubblewithagrinonmyfaceyou

fvcker.YouareunderarrestforthemurderofFrank

Simmons,rapingandattemptedmurderofAngel

Vilakazincncncyoudirtydog,anddon'tworrywe

longarrestedyourfriendwhoposedlikealady

nurseandinjectedthepoorgirlwithpoisontofinish

heroff…asambendoda!"thepolicemansaid,

Phindilegaspedcoveringhermouthwhenshe

heardaboutAngel,sherememberedhowhurt

Senzoappeared.HeputalltheblameonPearl

meanwhileitwashimallalong,sheglancedather

humongousbabybumpandshefeltdisgustedthat

shewastoblessthismonsterwithachild,hedidn't

deservesuch.Shebalancedonthecouchtogetup.

"Canyoupleaseaddkidnapping,rapeandlyingto

thepoliceaboutmydissapearance,hekeptme

awayfrommyfamilyandschoolforfiveyears,this

babyI'mcarryingwasfromhimrapingme

countlesstimes"Phindilespat



"Youneedtocomedowntothestationsowecan

takeyourstatementmam"themaninbluesaid

TheycuffedSenzoandpushedhimout,hewas

shortofwords,allhisliesanddeceitcaughtupto

him,hehadnowayoutexceptconfessallhis

crimessohecangetasentence.Atleastprisonis

notsobad,hewillstillgetaneducation,abedand

foodforfree.Itwasn'tthatbad,hethoughtto

himself,hewouldbehaveandbereleasedonparole

thenreturn.Herelaxedhisbodyastheyshovedhim

atthebackofthevan,Phindilestoodoutsidethe

gatewithherhandsrestedonherhips,herstomach

pokingout.

Ayearlater…
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Chapter42

*MooiRiver*

Theyardwasbuzzing,thetentwasbeautifully

adornedinblackandgoldwithatouchofleapard

print,thechairswerecoveredinwhiteandhelium

balloonsineachcornerandontheroofofthetent.

Nhlanhlosnappedapictureandranbackinside,

shefoundThuladosittingonthebedlostin

thoughts.



"Thereyougo,ItolditwilllookbeautifulPinky

knowsherwork"Shesaidexcitedly

"AmIdoingtherightthingthough?Mymotherwas

inapolygamyandIdon'tknowifit'sbearableshe

didn'tlivelongenoughtoadviceme!"sheheaveda

sigh

"DoyouloveMkhuzeni?"Nhlanhloaskedsitting

nexttoher

"SuprisinglyyesIdo,IneverthoughtIwouldhear

myselfsaythisbutIlovehimandsofarsogood,he

hasbeengreat"shesaidgenuinely

"ThenI'mhappy,rememberumshadoakusiloijele,if

youaren'thappy…comeback!"Nhlanhlosaid

(marriageisn'taprison)

"It'sjustthatIimagineddoingthiswithMhlengiand

notanyoneelsebutIguesssometimesthingsdon't

goaccordingtoplan"Thuladosaidlowly

"It'salobolayoustillhavetimetoturnthisaround"

shesaidtryingtocheerherup



Nombusotheiroldersistercameinlookingfancyin

hershweshwetwopiece,sherestedherhandson

herroundwaist.

"Youarethefirstonetogetthiskindofluckinour

family,pleasedon'tgothereandembarrassuswith

yourfilth,leavethosebooksandcontainersbehind

assemblieftog"shesaidpleadingly

"SeriouslyNombuso?"Nhlanhlosaidrollingher

eyes

"Indabayobunukunovucuayiphele,otherwisewe

willbethelaughingstockinthisvillage,the

Mthethwa'sarerichandyoumadammustmaintain

theirstandards,unlessyouwanthisotherwivesto

haveafieldsdaywithyou?Alreadypeopleare

gossipingaboutyourkids,theywanttoknowifyou

leavingthembehindoryoutakingthemwithinto

yourmarriage"Nombusosaidfurther(thehabitof

untidinessandrubbishmustend!)

"Theymustmindtheirownbusinesskuphelanje!"

Nhlanhloanswered



"AreyoulikeThuladu'sspokesperson,it'snotyour

lobolasisi,I'mtalkingtothisone"shepointedto

Thulado,Nhlanhloclickedhertongue

"Ihearyousisiandthankyou,MkhuzenisaidI

shouldbringmygirlswith"Thuladofinally

answered

"OK,bythewayI'mheretotellyouthatthe

Mthethwa'sarehere"Sheadded,Thuladonodded.

****

*Durban*

Phindilesmiledatherson,hewassuchahappy

baby,shemanagedtoconvincethedeanstoget

backtoschool,withhelpfromherfamilyandher

newbaeshenowhasastayinmaidtolookafter

babyOkuhle,that'sthenameshesawbefittingfor

herboy.Shedidn'twanthimtobeanythinglikehis

dad,thatatrociousmonster,unfortunatelyforhim



hedidn'tlivelongenoughtomeethim.He

rememberedthatdaylikeitwasyesterdaywhen

shereceivedacallfromprisonthathediedfrom

Thalliumpoisoning,shereminiscedhowcrazyhe

posedtobethroughouthis,trialtryingtoappear

unstablebutthejudgewasn'thavingit.Rumorhad

itthathewasgroupedwiththe28gangwhom

rapedhimcontinuously,shortlyafterthathestarted

loosinghairandchangingcolor.Onlyatoxicologist

wasabletofindtracesofhighdosesofthepoison

butnooneknowshowitgotintohissystemandthe

testsshowedhehadconsumeditdaysbeforehis

arrest.

Phindilewaspetrifiedthinkingshewasgoingtobe

primesuspectbutnoonequestionedher,shewas

relieved.Senzo'suncle'ssawitfitforPhindileto

takeoverhishouseandcars,sincetheywereina

processofgettingmarriedandhepaidlobolafor

heraswell.Phindiledidn'tinformthefamilyabout

herkidnappingandthechargesshepressed

againsthimbecausethatcouldhavecausedchaos



whenitcametohispossessionsandproperty.She

continuedpaintingagoodpicturetilleverything

wasinplacebutshepromisedherselfthatoneday

shewillcomeoutandtelleverybodyherstory.

****

NjabuloslidoutofNomzamopvssy,itfeltsogood

tofinallysmashit,thegirlhasbeenhardonhim.He

couldn'tbelievethathisactuallyinacommitted

relationshipfaithfully,hepulledoutthecondom

filledwithhissemenandshookhishead.

"NcncncthisisallmychildrenI'mflushingaway"

hecomplained

"Youalreadyhaveachildsorest,I'mnothavinga

childuntilIgetmarried"Nomzamosaidwiping

herself

"Andyounotreadytogetmarried!Exactlywhatisit

thatyouwant?Ihavebeensogoodbabe"hesaid



huggingherfrombehind

"Thislinerightherealwaysremindmeofyourdirty

ways,untilitbecomesyourlifestylethanmaybeI

wouldconsiderbeingyourwife.Idon'teverwantto

findmyselfdivorcingyetIwillnotstaywithan

unfaithfulpartnersoIneedtobesureI'mdoingthe

rightthing"shesaidwalkingintothebathroom

"Youhurtmeeverytimeyousaythat"Njabulo

sulked

"I'mgoingtothesalon,areyoucomingwith?"

Nomzamoaskedherwhilesheletshowerrunon

herbody,sheswitcheditoffthenappliedher

showergel

"Nah,wewillbewatchingsocceratthePubtoday,

I'mmeetingtheguys"Njabuloreplied

"SoIwillseeyouonFridayagain?"sheasked

"Yeah,Iwillhaveprincethisentireweek,it'smy

turn"Njabulosaidputtingonhisclothes

"YoumustbringhimonFriday,Ihaven'tseenhimin

awhile"shesaidscreamingloudenoughfor



Njabulotohearher,theshowerwasopenedagain

"Eish,thenhegoesandtellshismother,youknow

shedoesn'tlikeyouaroundherchild"Njabulosaid

"Sowhatisgoingtohappenwhenwegetmarried?"

sheasked

"uyaphaphanjeloyanabutforpeacesake,Iwilllet

itslidefornow…I'moutbabe,Iloveyou"Njabulo

screamed

"Iloveyoutoobye"heleft

Nomzamodriedherselfandlotioned.Shewantedto

feelgoodtoday,sosheoptedforherthreequarter

thighslitbluedenimskirtthathuggedherhips

perfectlyandawhitecropshirt,shealwaysfelt

goodinthesethenshefinishedherlookwithwhite

blockheelsandleftthehouse.Shearrivedatthe

salonandaskedforcornrowsthatshecantieinto

abunforworkpurposes,herbraiderhadthe

neatesthandhenceshealwayscomestoher.When

shewasdoneshesmiledlookingintothemirror

lovingthehintofgoldaccessoriessheputonher,



shepaidandleft.ShewasdrivingonuMngeniroad

lookingforarestaurantwhereshecansitaloneand

enjoylunchwithoutdisturbance,shefoundherself

atNikko'sinDurbanNorth,shespottedashortlady

walkinginwithanotepadinherhandshewasso

cuteinherafro,youwouldswearshewas15years

oldeventhoseheelsdon'tdojusticetoherheight.

Thenanotherfamiliarfacewalkedinbutshewas

overlydressedforthehotDurbanweather,when

shelookedcloselyitwasNanatheladythat

connectedhertoFrankandFred.Sheremembered

instantlythatsheneverthankedherproperly,she

gotdistractedbytheordealthattookplaceatthe

hotel.Itwasdefinitelyherbutshelooksdifferent,

shewasskinnyanddull,shewonderedwhat

happenedtoher.

Herorderarrivedsoshedugbutmakingsureshe

isn'tlosingher,shethoughtitwouldberudeofher

tojustwalkuptothem,shewilljustwaitforthe

righttime.MeanwhileThuladosatdownwithNana

atableoppositeNomzamo's,Nanalookedaround



franticallyprayingandhopingnoonerecognizes

her.

"Wouldyoustopdoingthat…isthisthereasonwhy

youdidn'twanttocometomylobolanegotiations?"

sheasked

"Arghyouwon'tunderstand.Haveyoueverwished

therewasaresetbuttonsomewhere,Iwouldlove

thatkindofthing,startoverandmakesuremy

pathsdon'tcrosswithFred,thatguyruinedmylife"

shesaid

"IwouldrewindandrefuseMkhuzeni'sproposal,the

guyisgreatbutsomewhatcontrollingandhis

familyhatesmychildren.Theotherdayhismiddle

wifewasfloggingmykidsbecausetheyspiltjuice

onherPersiancarpet,cabangaoeIhaveneverlaid

ahandonthem.Theybeggedmetotakethem

homeandonlymydadandNhlanhlolovesthem

dearly,IhadtobribethemnottotellMhlengi

becausehewouldflip"Thuladosaid

"Areyouforrealandwhatdidyoudoaboutit?"



Nanaasked

"IspoketoMthethwaphelabuthebrusheditoff,I

justpackedmystuffandreturnedhome.Theyare

stillbusywithmyhousesothat'smyexcuse…that

myhouseisnotready"Thuladoadded

"Wherewereyoustayingthenifyoudon'thavea

houseyet?"Nanaasked

"InhismainhouseandyoushouldseetheeyesI

wasgettingbecauseapparently,hedoesn'tallow

anyonethereunlessit'simportant.Hevisitallhis

wivesintheirhomes,ifyouneedhimsendforhim

andherecomesanonvirginnewwifewithkidsto

occupyhismancave"shechuckled,"IfeellikeI'm

livingmymom'slifealloveragain"sheadded

"Icannever!polygamy?InfactI'mdonewithmen

afterwhatIwentthrough.Sizwefvckedmefor

yearssayinghelovesandhewantsmarryme,only

forhimtopayforanothergirlwhilststillwithme.

DidInotcry?WhenIconfrontedhimhetoldmehe

wasn'tconnectingwithme,andthatoursexuallife

wasjustdead…indodaoe"sheclappedherhands,"



Amanwhohavebeenfvckingmeforfivefrikkin

years.AtfirstIthoughtitwasmyburnmarks

turninghimoffbutnah,hewasjustajerk,ifhehad

beenhonestwithmefromthebeginningIwouldn't

hurtlikethis.SouponmyinsecuritiesIwenttoa

gynaetocheckifeverythingwasokaywithmeand

guesswhatfriend"sheprobe,hereyesgettingred

"Whatwastheissue?"Thuladoasked

"TherewasnothingwrongwithmebutIdon'thave

awomb"shecried,"SizweandIneverused

condomssoIwassupposedtofallpregnantwithin

theyearsbutmywombisgoneandIdon'teven

knowhowithappenedbutIcanneverhavechildren

ofmyown"sheexhaledwipinghertearsand

fanningherself,"SoIwenttoaseerandwhathe

toldmeshreddedmeintopieces,apparentlyallthat

highlifeIwasenjoyingwasfruitsofmywomb,

thoseweremykids.Fredusedmywombforacult

sacrificeandtheirgodhasbeenrapingforyears

evenafterhisdeathbecauseapparentlyFrankis

aliveso,ThuladoFredconfessedhisloveforme

beforehediedandIthoughthemeantitmeanwhile



itwashisguiltyconscioustalking,Iwillnever

forgivehimevenindeathforwhathedidtome.The

seercleansemeandI'mfree,I'mevengoingto

churchnowbutI'mdonewithmen"shesaid

sniffing

"I'msosorryyouhadtogothroughthatmyfriend,I

wassoworriedwhenyoudissapearedandnowI

feelterriblefornotbeingthereforyou"Thuladosaid

"It'sokay,youtaughtmelifelessonseverychance

yougotandIdidn'tlisten,IreapedwhatIsowed,I

reapedpainfully.DidyouhearaboutSenzo?"Nana

askedher

"YeahtothinkIwasthisclosetodatinghim,hehad

usallfooledhey"Thuladosaid

"Yeah"Nanaresponded

Nomzamogottiredofwaitingsoshepropelled

herselfandwalkedtowardsthetable,thoughthey

weredeepinconversationshecouldn'tmakeout

whattheyweretalkingaboutbutitwasdeep

judgingbytheirbodylanguage.Theclosershegot



sheheardthemdiscussingakiddiespartythey

wereplanning.

"Helloladies,sorrytodisturb..MissNanaIdon't

knowifyourememberme?"Nomzamoasked

"Yeah…Nomzamohey"Shesaidreluctantly

"Ineverthankedyouforhelpingwithmymother,

thoughsherelapsedlandingherselfinhospital

againandunfortunatelytheycouldn'tsaveherthe

secondtimebutthankyou"Nomzamosaid

"It'snothinghey,youlookgood"shecomplimented

her

"Yeah,Godhastrulycomethroughforme"She

rummagedinherbagandcameoutwithaR1000,

"It'snotenoughbutit'sallIhavewithmenow,

thankyousomuch"shesaidgenuinely,Nana

receivedthemoneytearfullyGodknowsshe

neededit

"Thankyou"shesaidsoftly



Nomzamobidfarewellandleft….

"Ineededthismoney,mysalaryissolittleatleast

nowIhaveenoughfortransportforthemonth"

NanasaidtoThulado

"Iwillsendyousomecashaswell,soI'mdoingthis

partyatSharon'shousenotuShakaMarineI'mnot

goingtoallowthesekidstodentmypockets"

Thuladocomplained

"Mkhuzenihasmoneyhawu,spoilthekids"Nana

said

"It'snothiskids,hedoesnothavetosayitbutIcan

see,soit'sfine.Iwillusemyowncash,Iinvitedhim

andhiskidsbutthewivesrefusedandhemadean

excusefornotnotcoming.Ihadnochoicebutto

bringittoDurbansinceSharonistoosicklytodrive

sofarandMusaandSfiso'skidsarehere"Thulado

said

"It'smakessense...sowhichtheme?"Nanaasked

"IhavetobringAvalorandEdendaletogether



becauseLuminjaloisafanofprincessElenaof

AvalorandLubanzilikesprincessAnafrom

Frozen…canyouimagine"Thuladosaid

"Andwhatthehellisthat?"Nanaaskedconfused

"It'stheirfavoriteTVprogramsbabe"shegiggle,

"MhlengisaidImustmakeithappensoyeahI

cannotgetawayfromthis.Sharon'shouseisnice

andthere'sapoolsoIwillworkaroundit"shesaid

inclosing

"Welluseme...imhere"Nanasaid
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Chapter43

*Durban*

ItwasaFridayafternoon.Nomzamowasinher

bluejeans,asimpleT-shirtandAdidassneakers

standinginfrontofNjabulo.

"Pleasecomewithme,It'sfulfillingandquick.We

willjusthelpwithdishingthefoodthechildrenwill

formalinetocollectandwearedone,thenwecan

gotothebraai"Nomzamosaidpleadingly

"Aythesecharitythingsisforyounotme,youknow

wherethebraaiis,youwillfindmethere"Njabulo

argued

"Howcomeyouneverwanttodothingswithme,

yetIattendyoursoccermatchesandbraai'sbut



whenit'syourturnthere'salwaysexcuses"she

askedsadly

"Don'tuseemotionalblackmailit'snotcute.I'm

sensitive,Idon'twanttobelookingatpeoplewith

pitifuleyes,pleasedon'tforcemetodothingsthatI

don'twant"Hesaiddismissively

"Finethen,Iwillseelaterthen"shegrabbedhercar

keysandleft

AtAlbertParkthesoupkitchenwasalreadythere

whenNomzamoarrived,oneoftheguysthrewan

apronathershecaughtitbeforeitlandedonthe

ground.

"SorryI'mlate,gotheldup"Shesaid

"Onlybecauseyouarebeautiful,youareexcused"

hesaidsmirking

"VeryfunnyJoash"shesaidblushingalittle,hewas

acuteIndianguy,hehadthosenicehairylegsand

helovedwearingshortsbutshehadaboyfriend



anddidn'twanttogivehimideas.

"Itseemslikewehavealotofkidstoday,eventhe

streetkidsfromSouthBeachcaughtawhiff"Joash

said

"Ihopeyoudidn'tmakesoupandbread,thatusually

runoutquick"Nomzamocomplained

"Icookedbreyanitoday,itshouldcoveralot"He

responded

"let'sdothis"Nomzamosaidtyingtheapronaround

herwaist,shemetJoashthroughchurchandhas

beendoingthissoupkitchenwithhimandhis

familyforacoupleofmonthsnow

"Yourboyfriendbailedoutagain?"heaskedbeinga

littlenosy

"Isn'titobvious"Nomzamosaid

Joash'sauntstartedcontrollingthequeuesothat

handingoutwouldbegin,withinminuteskidswhom

livedintheflatsaroundAlbertParkhadpaper

plateswithfoodintheirhands,theysatingroups



underthetreesenjoyingtheirmealsandtheshade.

Whenthekidswerecoveredthenthestreetkids

formedtheirownqueuewithacoupleofhomeless

adults,theauntydecidedtogoandservetheadults

tosavethemtheembarrassmentofqueuinguplike

thechildren.

Thepotswereemptyandthekidswerefull,you

couldtellwhentheystartedrunningaroundthe

groundswithasoccerball,Joashandhisfamily

loadedthevan.Nomzamotookofftheapron

returningittoJo,whenshewasheadingtohercar

somethingtoldhertoturnandlookback,hereyes

landedontheadultssittingonthegrasseating.

Oneofthemwasstanding,hewaswearingtorn

shortsandwornoutshoes.Hehadbracketlegsand

afamiliartattooonhisleg,Nomzamorubbedher

eyesthinkingperhapsshewashallucinating.

ShetookaU-turnandwalkedhisdirectionthenher

phonerang,shestoppedtoanswer.



"Babe!"Shesaid

"Howmuchlonger?Thebraaihasstarted"Njabulo

said

"Ifyoucamewithmeyouwouldn'tbecallingme

andaskingmesillyquestions"Nomzamosaid

irritably

"Hawubaby,it'sokaythen,comewhenyouready"

hesaid

"That'stheplanangithi?"shehungupwhenshe

turnedtolookwherethemysterymanwasstanding,

hewasgone.

Sherantothegroupofmenstillsittingdown,she

greetedthem.

"Sorrytodisturbyoubuttherewasaguystanding

here,hehasatattooonhisleg.Wheredidhego?"

sheasked



"OhSphiwe?Hejustleft"theoneguysaidtheyall

seemedhomelesswithtornclothesandfrailbodies

"HisnameisSphiwe?"Nomzamoasked

"Yes",theguyreplied

"Oh,helookslikesomeoneIknow…thanks"

Nomzamosaid,buttheguylookeddisinterested,

"Wheredoyouguyslive"sheaskedfurther

"Whatkindofquestionisthatsisi?Isn'titobvious.

Weliveeverywhere,sometimeswebythebeach,

fieldstreetandsometimeshere"hesaidirritably

"Ohok,thanks"sheturnedonherheelsandleft

****

MkhuzeniparkedoutsideSharon'shouse,hehelped

Thuladobringthingsinsidethestretchtentthey

hiredforoutsidenexttothepool,theplacelooked

breathtaking.Sharonropedinherfamilyandfriends

tochipinandtransformedthepartydecorintoa

fairytale.Thuladowas100%surethetwinswould



loveit,theturquoiseandreddidn'tlooksobadafter

all.

"ThislooksbeautifulmaMdletshebutI'mverysad

thatyoudidn'tuseyourcardforallofthis,why?"

Mkhuzeniaskedsadly

"Thetwinsaremyresponsibility,whenIdecidedto

bewithyouitwasnotbecauseI'mlookingfora

fatherforthem,hisstillaliveandverymuch

involved.Idon'twantyoutostressandupsetyour

wives,Icanseehowyouavoidcallingthemout

whentheymistreatmychildrenbecauseyouwant

tomaintainpeaceatyourhome"shesaid

"Nothatcan'tbegood,Iloveyouandyourchildren.

Myhouseistheirhomebecausethat'swheretheir

motheris.Itbreaksmyheartthatyoudon'tbring

themoveranymorebecauseofwhathappened.The

reasonIdidn'ttakeitseriousisbecausewhenI

broughtinmysecondwifeitwasthesameissue

amongthem,Ithoughtit'safazeofjealousyandit

willpassbutnowIseethatit'sseriousandIwill



sortitout,Ipromiseyou.IboughtthemgiftsbutI

won'tstayforlong,Ihaveameetingbackhome,I'm

justgoingtowaitsoIcanseethemintheir

princessdressesandIwillgo"headded

"Noproblem"Thuladosaid

Afterthelastbox,Mkhuzenicamebackwithtwo

giftbagsfromtheboot.Hehandedtheoverto

Thuladoandkissedher.Hestayedandhelpedwith

thelasttouchupanditwasready,Sharonwasto

bringthemrightontimeforthebigsurprise,she

bribedthemwithanice-creamdatesotheywouldn't

seewhattheirmotherwasuptoo.Mkhuzenigave

Thuladohiscarkeys,shelookedathimand

frowned.

"I'mleavingmycarwithyou,mybrotherisoutside

withmygolf,Idon'twantmywifetowonderand

squashintaxi's.Youcandriveyourselfandthe

childrenbackhome"hesmiled

"Areyousure?ThisisyourBMWNyambose?"



Thuladoasked

"Anythingformywife…nowIhavetogopleasetake

picturesforme,it'salongdrivebacktoMooi

Mpofana"hesaid

"Thankyouforeverything,Ireallyappreciatethis"

Sheclungontohim,hesmashedonherlipsand

theydeepenedthekiss

****

Nomzamoarrivedhomeandchangedintoaparty

dressandheels,thoughshewasn'tinapartymood

shehadtogoforNjabulo'ssake.Shefoundherself

drivingonthewindingroadalongthebeach,she

neededfreshairandapeacefulmoment.She

decidedtoswitchoffherphoneandnotgotothe

braai.Shefoundaspotontheparkinglotatthe

beachandsteppedout,whenshereachedthesand

shetookoffherheelsandletthegrainsexfoliate

herfeet.Shefoundherselfsittingbythepier

lookingintothewater,herlifewasinorderbut



somethingwasmissing,onlyGodknowswhat.At

firstshethoughtmaybeifshesleepswithNjabulo

shewouldfillthevoidbutnotevenalittle,

everythingstillfeltthesame.

Whenshelookedonshoreshespottedagroupof

menintheirchurchregaliascoopingseawaterwith

theirtwolitrecokebottles,"wearesoblessed"

Nomzamothoughttoherself,Godhasgivenus

everythingweneedtosurvive.Andthenitdepends

onhowweusetheresourcesgiventous,thenher

eyesshiftedtoafamilyrunningaroundplayinga

gameoftagonthesand.Theyseemedhappy,fora

momenttheresheenviedthatsetting,shenevergot

toenjoybeinginafamily,itwasalwayshertaking

careofhermothereversinceherfatherpassedon

whenshewasveryyoung.Onedayshewantsa

familytoo,justtoknowhowitfeelstobelong.

Hereyesroamedaroundlandingonagroupof

homelesspeople,sherememberedthemysteryguy



shesawearliersoshewalkeduptothem.Even

thoughitwasn'tthesamepeopleshesaw,itwon't

hurttoask.

"HelloguysI'msorrytodisturbyoubutI'mlooking

forSphiwe,hehasatattooonhisleg"Nomzamo

said

"Ananchorright?"theoneguyasked.

"Yes"Nomzamosaidquickly

"HisacarguardatAddingtonbutsleepsinfield

street"hesaid

"Thankyousomuch"Nomzamosaid,hegavethem

R200notetoshareandrantohercar.

SheparkedoutsideAddingtonandstartedlooking

aroundforcarguardsbutnothing,shewalked

aroundlookinglostuntilaguypassingbyasked.

"HeyareyouOK?"heasked



"Yes,I'mjustlookingforsomeone"shesaid

fustrated

"There'sacarguardthatkeepsduckingoverthere"

theguygiggledoverhissnitchingskills

Nomzamoranthatdirection,hefoundthestrange

mansittingonthefloorwithhisheadburiedin

betweenhislegs.Hishairwaslong,curledupand

knotted,clearlyuncaredfor,hisskinoverlytanned

frombeinginthesun.Helookroughedupand

scruffy,butthoselegsshecanneverforgetthem.

Shecrouchedinfrontofhimandtouchedhisleg.

"Ithoughtthatyouaredead"shesaidgettingcloser,

"Frank"shecalledhimsoftlybuthisheadremained

buried.

****

Sharonparkedinheryardthetwinswerealreadyon



asugarrushbutthatwasnecessarybecausethey

hadgueststoentertain,theywereturningsixtoday

andthepartywason.Sharontookthemstraightto

thehousetochangeintotheircustommade

princessdresses,Lubanziwasinblue,blackand

withapinkcapewhilstluminjalowasinred,both

princessesrepresentingtheirkingdoms.Musa,

SfisoandNanasatinthetentalongwiththeother

kids,someofSharon'srelativeschildrenwerehere

andtheexcitementontheirfaceswereunmissable.

ThuladocameintostyletheirAfro'sintocutegirlie

buns,sheaddedsomeshimmeringaccessorieson

themandtheytrulylookedlikeroyalty.Firstitwas

LubanziwalkingintoherFrozensong"Letitgo"the

childrencheeredsingingalong,thenLuminjalo

cameindancingtoherupbeat"Elena"songshe

wasjammingasshewalkedinanditkindof

remindedThuladoofMhlengi.

Theyallsatintheirappointedtable'sforthatparty

tobegin,theMCgreetedthechildrenbutLubanzi

outofnowherescreamedontopofherlungs,



somethingyouwouldexpectfromLuminjalo

"Daddy!Daddy!Daddy!"everyonestoppedand

lookedtothedirectionshewaspointingat.

Luminjaloclimbedonthetableknockingofsome

plateswithchipsandmarshmallows,youdidn't

needtotellhertwiceshesprintedtoMhlengi's

directionbutLubanzijustwailednotknowingwhat

todowithherself,Thulado'sheartbroketoseeher

childrenlikethis.ShewentovertoLubanziandheld

herhand.

"Come…let'sgomeetdaddy"shesaidtohersoftly.

Mhlengistoodatthebackofthethetentwithtwo

wardensbehindhim,hewasinablacktuxedowith

aredandbluenapkintuckedinhissuitjacketfor

bothEdendaleandAvalor,youcouldseehissexy

bracketlegsvisiblyinthatslimfittrouserhewas



wearing.Luminjalowasalreadyinhisarmsbythe

timeThuladoandLubanziarrived,MhlengiputLumi

downandpickedupLubi.

"Heyprincess!don'tcry...daddyishere"hesaid,he

putherdownandheldboththeirtinyhands"Iheard

therewasabigpartytobeheldhere,Edendaleand

Avalorcombined,Ijustcouldn'tmissit"hesaid

huggingbothofthem.Thewardenshadtwobig

presentsintheirhands,Thuladoshowedthem

wheretoputthem.Sharonwasacryingmess,she

cametohugMhlengiandeveryonewhoknewthe

storycouldn'tstopwipingtheireyes,itwastoo

emotional.MusaandSfisocametobrohugtheir

friend,theyspokeaboutafewthingsandtheparty

resumed.

Itwasthebestdayeverwhenitwastimeforgames,

thekidschangedintomorecomfortableclothes,

luckilyMhlengi'sclotheswerekeptinSharon's

housewhenThuladogotevicted,hewasinshorts



andasimpleT-shirtaswelljoininginthefun.

ThuladosatnexttoNanaawfullyquiet.

"Whatswrongfriend?Youhavebeenveryquiet?"

sheasked

"Hedidn'ttellmehiscoming,seeinghimhere

makesmesomad.YouknowIdon'tevenknowhow

IfellinlovewithMkhuzenihonestlybecauseclearly

mymindandheartisstillhere"shesaidpointingat

Mhlengiwithhereyes

"It'snotlatetochangeyourmind"Nanasaid

"Itis,theguypaidlobolaandhasbeenamazing,

whatwillbemyexcuse?.Youknowbetweenyou

andme,Ihavetattoos"Nanagasped,shockedthis

wasThuladoshewastalkingtoo,"shhhquiet"she

whispered,"Ihaveoneonmylowerbackwith

Mhlengi'snameonitandMkhuzenididn'tevenask

meaboutit,Iwassoembarrassed"shesaid

"Maybehismaturedenoughtoknowthatyoudid

thembeforeyoumethim,tellmeabouttheother

one"Nanaaskedinquisitively



"Someothertime"Thuladoanswered

Itwasgettingdarkandtheguestswereleavingin

dribsanddrabs,Nanaalsoleftshehadworkthe

followingmorning.SfisoandMusaalsobidfarewell

takingtheirkidswith,Sharonofferedtotuckthe

twinsin.Mhlengihadachatwiththewardenand

theydroveoff,hewentbackinside.Thuladowasin

hernightdressafteranicelongbath,shewasglad

thatthepartywasover,shesentafewpicsto

Mkhuzeniofthegirlsandtheirfriends,shebid

goodnighttohimandputherphoneonthepedestal.

Mhlengiwalkedinandwentstraighttothe

bathroom,afteracoupleofminuteshereturnedand

joinedshortyunderthecovers.

"Thankyouforthis,itwasperfect"Mhlengisaid

"Theyaremykidsaswell"shesaid,"Whydidn'tyou

tellmethatyouwerecoming?"sheasked

"Iwantedtosurpriseyouhawu,Ikeptmyfreepass

forthis"hesaidsmilingather



"Whyareyoushowingmeyourdimples"sheasked

gettingredonthecheeks.

"Wenawhyareyoulookingatmyface!"heasked

pullingherclose

"Becausenaweyoulookingatme"shesaidgiggling

"Isittrue?Thatyouarenowsomeone'swife?"he

askedhisvoicefilledwithpain

"EyMhlengiIdon'twanttotalkaboutit,youmadeit

clearthatyoudon'twantmeandthatIshouldmove

on…Idid"shesaidirritably,shejumpedoutofbed

"IknowIsaiditbuttogetmarriedshorty?Doesthis

meanyoudon'tlovemeanymore?"hesaidjumping

outofbedfollowinghertothewindow

"Ijustdon't"shepausedcoveringhereyestryingto

hidehertears,"Idon'tknowwhat'sgoingon,Ilove

yousomuchMhlengibutIalsoloveMkhuzeni…I

don'tevenknowhowtoexplainit"shesaid

TlofTlofcontent



Mhlengiheldherfrombehindkissingherneck

sendingsensationsalloverherbody,shesquirmed

underhim,"Doeshemakeyoufeellikethis?"

Thuladoshuthereyesbreathinglaboriously,he

pickedheruppinninghertothewall,Thulado

couldn'tstopstaringathisbiglipstheywerejustso

inviting.Hehelpedheroutofherlittlesilknight

dressandshewasleftexposed,hebalancedonthe

wallwithhisknee,hethendetachherfromthewall

takingherbacktobed.Hegrazedhislipsontohers

hishandfindingherpvssythatwasalreadymoist

andready.Hekissedherpassionatelygently

squeezingherfullbreasts,Thuladowantedhim

insideofherasinthisminute,shedidn'teventhink

aboutherhusband.Mkhuzeniwho?.

Mhlengiplantedwetkissesalloverherbodyleaving

wetcoldtrailsallthewaytoherpussy,Thuladolet

outamoanarchingherpelvicanticipatingonwhat

wastocomenext,Mhlengigentlypushedherback

downspreadingherlegs,hekisseditfirstadmiring



theyummyfruit,ithasbeenlongsincehesawthe

realthing,hiscocktwitchedinexcitement.He

dippedhistonguedeepinsideherhole,Thulado

closedhereyeslettingthepleasuresubsideher

wholebody,Mhlengislidhisfingersinwhilehe

lappedandlickedtheliquidsglisteningoutofher

sleekpvssy,Thuladoscreamedindelight.She

squeezedhisheadinbetweenherthighswhenshe

finallyreachedherhappyplace,Mhlengipolished

hisblackcockbeforepositioningitonherwet

entrance.

Hekissedhersensuallyasheplungedhiscock

insideherpvssyunhurried,heshuthiseyes

savoringthemomentthefeelingwassogoodhe

wantedtocry.Thuladohuggedhimfromhiswaist

pushinghimdeepinside"Fvck"heutteredsoftly,he

beganmotioninginandout,thewarmthandmoist

wasjusteverythingheneeded,heincreasedhis

paceknowinghewon'tlastlong.Thuladostarted

moaningloudandhedidn'twanttodissapointher

soheheldhimselfinassheexplodedoncemore



buthequicklypulledoutpanting,"Turnaround"he

ordered,Thuladocomplied.Heglancedattheinkon

herback,itwasatremendouslyhipnoticonher

sexypetitebody.Thuladobuckedherass,laying

herchestflatdownjustlikehetaughthimhow,

givinghimagorgeousviewbutMhlengitracedhis

handontheanchorandflowersarounditwereso

perfect.

Hefeltsoweakandemotionalbecauseheknew

thatthispiecewasinspiredbyhimbutwhenhis

eyeslandedonhisnameprintedonthesmallofher

backhedrapedhisarmsaroundher.Hefellonthe

bedholdingherinhisarms.

"Andthen?"Thuladoasked

"Givemeasecond"hesaidhidinghisfaceonher

back

"Areyoucrying?"sheaskedconcerned

"Forwhat?"herepliedwithhisthunderousvoice



Heliftedheronelegandenteredherfromtheback

whilestilllyingontheside,hisonehandgrabbedon

herbreastwhileheploughedintoher,therhythm

wassteadyandsereneThuladowasamoaning

mess,Mhlengiwantedtokeepherinhisarms

forever.Thentheyresumedtheirdoggystylebefore

theywereinterruptedbyMhlengi'sepisode,he

rummagedhisblackcockinsideholdingherwaist

withbothhisveinyhands,histouchwasdelicate

whenhandlinghisshorty.Hehammeredintothat

meatyholewhilelickinghislips,graduallylooking

athisname,hislipscurvedintoasmileashe

swelledwithpride.Thiswashisnomatterwhat,

shortywashis.Hefuckedthatpvssylikehowthe

ownershould,Hegruntedwhilerummagingthrough

thosetinglingfleshesthatkeptgrazinghiscockso

beautifully.Thuladowascryingrealtearsfromthe

pleasure,shecouldn'trememberthelasttimeshe

wasfuckedsogood.Mhlengiincreasedhispaced

digginghishandsdeepintoherskin,heroaredand

frozerightinsideshootinghisloadintoherwomb,



allhisveienspoppedoutandhistoescurled

proddingintothesheets.Theystayedlikethatfora

coupleofsecondsassweattrickleddowntheir

bodies,theybothfloppedontothesheetsfacingthe

ceiling,hissemenmakinglinesdownThuladobum

line.

"I'mnotdonewithyou"Mhlengisaid,Thulado

shiftednexttohim,restingonhischest.
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Chapter44

*Durban*

Thenextmorningwasalazyone,Mhlengiwished

hedidn'thavetogobacktoPrisonbuthispasswas

over,thewardenshavetoreturnhimbeforehe

breacheshisconditions.Thulado'sphonevibrated

onthepedestal,itwasMkhuzeniheclickedhis

tongue.HecheckedonThuladoshewasfast

asleep,sohemadehimselfcomfortableonthebed

andwentthroughherphone.Hefoundapictureof

Mkhuzeniinhisfamousdresscode,hegiggled

lookingathisredcarvelawhenhewassatisfiedhe



senthimselfhisnumberandapicturethenheput

Thulado'sphoneback.

Heshowered,lotionedanddressedupthenhewent

intothesecondguestroomwherehisdaughters

weresleeping,hegentlyturnedthedoorknoband

thepicturehefoundtherewasjusttoobeautiful.

TheylookedsoomuchlikeThulado,thecuteness

wasjustoverwhelming.Hekissedbothoftheir

foreheadsbeforeshakingthemtowakeup,hegave

themafewminutestoyawnandstretch.

"Myangels…daddyneedstogoback"hesaidwitha

sadvoice

"Pleasestaybaba,pleaseIwantyoutostaywithus.

Idon'tlikeuncle'schildrentheyaresomeantous"

Lubanzisaid

"Yesdaddyandifwehitthemtheirmothersshout

atus,tellingustogobackhome"Luminjalosaid

"Wait!Whatdoyoumeantheirmother's?"Mhlengi



settled

"Theylivetogetherinthesameyardbutdifferent

housesandweliveinuncle'shousebecause

mummy'shouseisnotfinishedyet"Lumisaid.

"Unclehastwowivesandmummyisnumberthree,

hissecondwifeGugu'smotherbeatuswithher

shoebecauseweaccidentallyspiltjuiceonher

carpet"Lubanzisaidsadly

"Excusemeshedidwhat?Whatthefuck…notmy

girls"Mhlengisaidboiling,hestoodupand

marchedouttheroombacktowhereThuladoand

himweresleeping.

HefoundheronthephonewithMkhuzeni…

"Switchthatthingoff"heroaredpointingather,

Thuladowidenedhereyesinshock,sheindicated

forMhlengitokeepquietbutinsteadhetookthe

phoneandsmasheditonthewall.Thulado'sheart

gotstuckonherthroat,sheswallowedhardshe



wassoscaredseeingMhlengisoangry.

"SofromallthemanyoucouldchooseThuladu,you

choseapolygamist?Infactfromnowonwardsit's

noneofmybusinessbuthowisitthatmychildren

aregettingabusedunderyourwatchshorty…how?

InganezamiziyashaywaandIhaven'tevenlaida

handonthem?Nowlistenandlistentomecarefully,

mykidsarenotgoingbacktoMooiRiver.Theywill

stayherewithSharonandIwillpersonallyhirea

nannytohelpher,takeyouryourstupidassback

farmsandenjoyyourmarriage…notwithmykids

nxa"hewalkedout

HefoundSharonhavingteainthekitchen,she

smiledputtingdownhercup.

"CanIaskyouafavorplease"hesaidcatchinghis

breath.

"Anything"Sharonreplied



"Canmygirlsstayherewithyou,Thuladuistoosoft

andIjustfindoutshe'sinapolygamistmarriage,I

knowforsuremychildrenwillsufferandshewon't

domuchtoprotectthem"hesaidinthevergeof

tears

"Ifshe'sokaywiththat,Iwillgladlytakethemin.It

getslonelyonmyown"shereplied

"Shedoesn'thavemuchofachoice,theydon'twant

togoandtheylaidtheirhandsonmygirlsSharon"

hesaidpainfully

"Ohgoodnessgraciousme!Thatcan'tbegood,I

willmakesuretheystayplusThuladoisstillpretty

muchahoarderbeentryingovertheyearsbutshe's

notbudging"shesaid

"LookIwilldowhateverittakestokeepmykids

here,evenifitmeansputtingthesocialworkson

her"Mhlengisaid

"No!Don'tdothat,Iknowyouloveher.Don'tactin

angerifyoudothatitwillruinwhateverchanceyou

havetogetherback"Sheadvised

"AtthispointIonlycareformychildren,Thuladois



marriedandtoapolygamist.I'msurethatguyis

fuckenbitchthatsleepsaround,I'mnotgoingto

comebackonadiseaseinfestedvagina…nope"he

saidwalkingaway,Sharonshookherheadand

sippedonhertea.

MeanwhileupstairsThuladoblastedthekidsfor

snitching,sheinstructedthemtogetreadysothey

cangobackbutthekidsrefused.Sheattemptedto

smackthembutMhlengibudgedinandglaredat

her,shelookedawayembarrassed.

"YouarestayingwithgogoShay,mummywillcome

visityouwhenevershewants.InthatwayIknowno

onewillbehittingyouforsillythings"Mhlengisaid

lookingatThulado.Daddyisgoing,Iwillcontinueto

callyouandcheckifyouarebehavingwell"Mhlengi

said

"WhataboutmeMhlengi,doesitmatterwhatIhave

tosay?Ineedmychildrenwithme.WhymustIbe

alone?Myfeelingsdon'tmattertoanyone?Youare



pickingonmebecauseI'mtinyandcannotstandup

formyself?"shecried,Mhlengipulledheroutofthe

children'sroomintothenext.

"Shortylistentome,I'msorryOKbutthesearemy

children.Iwillnotallowthemtobeinan

environmentwheretheycannotbefreeandhappy.

Youstillneedtolearntostandupforyourselfand

pleasetellmehowareyougoingtoprotectthem

whenyoucan'tprotectyourself?Shortypleasestop

thismadnessbeforeit'stoolate,thisguy…hewill

hurtyou,Icanguaranteeyouthathewillbe

bringinganotherwifesoon,hisgotthemoneyforit

butasforyou,it'llleaveyoubrokenbabe.Iwill

comeoutsoonandIwillgiveyoueverythingthat

youeverwantedandmore,pleasemaMdletshe"

Mhlengisaidcalmly

"OK,IwilltalktohimandIwillstopallofthis.Italso

hurtmetoseemychildrenthisterrified,I'msorry"

Thuladosaid

"Inthetimebeingletthemstayhere"Mhlengi

beggedher



"OKfine"sheagreed

Hekissedherpassionatelywhenhepulledouthe

jokinglysaid"goandbrushyourteeth"Thulado

chuckledcoveringherface.Shedissapearedinto

theguestbathroom.

****

*MooiRiver*

Thuladoparkedinsideherfather'syardwithher

heartploddingagainstherchest,shewentstraight

tohermothersrondaval,Nhlanhlocaughtaglimpse

ofherandranafterher.Theyenteredatthesame

time,shethrewherselfonthebedandcriedloud

withapillowcoveringherface.

"Hawuwhathappenednow?"Nhlanhloasked



concerned

"I'minshit,IsleptwithMhlengiandIovedit.Idon't

regretIwanthimbutI'msoscarednowbecause

Mkhuzeniwillflip.MhlengibrokemyphonewhileI

wasstillonthephonewithhim,I'msoscaredto

facehim"Thuladosaid

"Isthatwhyyouarecrying?Mxm….Juststop,I'm

goingtogetyouvinegar,youwilldrinkitandsoak

yournunuinit,youwillbefineanddon'tyouhave

friendsinDurban?Cookupastoryandaskafriend

tobeanalibihawu…thisissimpleandthenwork

outanexitplan"Nhlanhlosaiddissapearingoutthe

door

Afterafewminutesshereturnedwiththevinegar,

Thuladodrankitandsoakedherprivatesinitas

instructedthenshesattherelookingatNhlanhlo.

"Herecallhim"Nhlanhlogaveherthephone,she

dialedhim



"Hello"hesaid

"Nyamboseit'smeThuladu,youwon'tbelievethis

butIsleptatNana'splaceafterthepartybecause

Sharon'sfamilydecidedtosleepoveraftertheparty.

TwomenrobbedusatgunpointwhileIwastalking

toyou,bavelebathelekanjeandransackedmy

friendshome.Idon'thaveaphoneaswespeakbut

I'mhomenowandI'mexhausted"Thuladosaid

"Who'sphoneareyouusingnow?"Mkhuzeniasked

"Nhlanhlo,I'mathomeandI'mtired,canIseeyou

tomorrow"Shesaidpleadingly

"I'mcomingtocheckonyoulater"hehungup

Thulado'sheartpoundedhardyoucouldhearit,she

hadscenariosinherheadandtheywereall

horrifying,whatifheaskherquestionsandshe

slipsupinvoluntarily,suddenlyshefeltnothingbut

loveforMkhuzeni.Shewasn'tsureifshewantsto

leavehimanymore,Nhlanhlopulledheroutofher

thoughts.



"And?"Nhlanhloasked

"Hiscomingtoseemelater"Shesaidnervously

"Relax,hewon'tknowunlessyougiveitaway,ifyou

areshakinglikethishewillknowsomethingis

wrong"Nhlanhlosaid

****

*Durban*

TlofTlofcontent

Zamosatonthebedlookingathiminhisdeep

slumber,underthatshabbyhairandraggedbeared

wasaveryhandsomeman,hiseyeswerestillhazel

nomatterhowhardhetriedtodenyhisidentity

earlieronNomzamocalledhimout.Hewasleft

defeatedandendedupleavinghandinhandwith



herfromthatcarpark,Nomzamocouldn'tstop

crying,shecouldn'tbelievethathewasaliveand

sufferingrightunderhernosewhilesheelevated.

Hetracedheranonymoussponsorforherdegree

anditledbacktoFrank,butatthattimeitwastoo

lateforhertothankhimbecausehewaspresumed

dead.

Shebookedhimintoahotelbecauseherefusedto

gotohermother'shousejustincaseitcatchesfire

too,Nomzamovouchedtostaybyhimuntilhegets

backonhisfeet,sheundressedleadinghimintothe

showerandscrubbedhissmellybody.Shedidallof

thisjoyfully,Frankdidn'tsayaword,hejustlether

be.Shescrubbedhimcleanandwhenshewas

satisfiedshedriedbothofthem,thenhelotioned

himandtuckedhimunderthecoverlikealittlebaby.

Hislipswerecracked,multiplybruisedonhisface,

youcouldjusttellthatlifedealtwithhim

accordinglybutthesparkinhiseyeswasstillthere,



allheneededwaspropernutritionandahaircut,

thentherealFrankwillemerge.Heopenedhiseyes

andsmiledlookingather.

"Youneedahaircut"Nomzamosaidchuckling

"Youdon'tlisten"hesaidgettingoutofbed

"I'mdonelisteningtoyou,it'stimethatyoulistento

me"Nomzamosaidfollowinghim

"I'mcursedZamo,youreallyneedtoletmego"he

saiddissapearingintothetinybathroomtobrush

histeeth

"Romans3:23Forallhavesinnedandfallshortof

thegloryofGod,but1John1:9

Ifweconfessoursins,heisfaithfulandjustto

forgiveusoursinsandtocleanseusfromall

unrighteousness"Nomzamosaidconfidently

"Nomzamolookatme"hesaidshrugginghis

shoulder,herinsedhismouththenwentbackinto

thebedroom

"Frankyoucan'tdenymeachanceathappiness



becauseyouthinkyouarecursed,Iloveyoudamn

it!,Itriedtomoveonanddothingstomakeme

happybutkushodawena"Nomzamosaidshouting

(youarethemissingpiece)

"DoyouthinkIlovelivinglikethis,givinguponthe

loveofmylifejustbecauseIcan?Doyouknow

howmuchmyheartyearnsforyou?ButIhavedone

terriblethingsanditbeatsmehowI'mstillalive

todaybecauseGodknowsIhavebeenwaitingfor

mydeathbutitrefusestocome"heshoutedback

"Youknowwhy?It'sbecauseofmyprayersandmy

tearsthat'swhatkeepingyoualive"shesaid

throughhertearsthanshechuckledshakingher

head,"Ididn'tfindyoubymistakeMrSimmons"she

walkedcloser.

"Isacrificedyourvirginitytomygod,mymotherwas

sureshehadkilledyouinthataccident,you

sufferedbecauseofme"Franksaidwithglistening

eyes,"I'msorryZamo"hesaiddroppinghishead

"ButIdidn'tdie,youknowwhy?Becausethereisa

manthatlovesmesomuchthathewentagainst



hisfamilyandhiscultjusttosavemyimpoverished

life.Youpaidmybills,myphysiosoIcouldwalk

again,youpaidforadermatologisttotreatand

nourishmyskinandmyeducation"Nomzamosaid

walkingcloser

"Whatisthat?Justmaterials,Ididallofthat

becauseImadeyougothroughallofthat.Just

imaginewherewillyoubeifyoursacrificewas

accepted,yourlifewouldbedestroyed"hesaid

"Butitwasn'tacceptedandI'mherereadytowalk

throughhellwithyou"shesaidpassionately

Frankmovedbackwithhisheartpounding,thisgirl

wantedtoawakenabeasthehadmanagedtoput

tosleepformanyyears,shewantedhimandhe

knewhecouldn'trefuseit.Shetrappedhimonthe

walllookingdeepintohiseyes,Frankflashedher

hisfamoussmilethatalwaysgotNomzamoweak

toherknees.Frankheldherwaistpullingherclose,

hekissedhersloppilynervously,hehasn'tbeen

intimatewithawomaninyearsandthiswas



Nomzamo.Hedidn'twanttomessitup,Nomzamo

pushedhimontothebed,hewasstarknakedhis

cockrockhard,Nomzamotossedallofhisold

clothesintothebinpromisingtogethimnewones.

Sheheldhiscockinherhands,Franktriedtogetup

butshepushedhimdown.Shewasn'tthatinnocent

virgingirlanymore,sheknewhowtohandleher

mansoshespatonhiscockandstartedstrokingit.

Frankgruntedwhenshesliditinhermouth

warmingitup,thenshelickedandslurpedinand

out,Franksatupgrabbingherbraidshegently

pushedherheadinandoutofhiscockgradually

closinghiseyes.Thiswastoogoodtorefuse,when

hefelthewascloseheincreasedhispacefvcking

hermouthNomzamoslightlygaggingwithtears

comingoutofhereyes.Frankremovedherhead

andshothisloadalloverherneck,hegrabbeda

toweltowipeherthenhepickedherupplacingher

onthebed.



Nomzamowasweakunderhislovespell,Frank

kissedherpassionately,whilehisfingersfucked

herunhurried,helefthermouthandlickedand

suckedonhertittiesNomzamolovedthesensation

fromthatsurprisingly.Frankwasnoweatingher

pussythebestwayheknewhow,hefocusedonthe

clitwhilehisfingerscaressedthemeatinsideher

pussy,Nomzamowasmoaninginsomuch

pleasure.Frankkeptonworkingonthepussyuntil

Nomzamosquirtedalloverhisfaceandhands,he

wipedhisfaceandpropelledhisbigcockonher

entranceandrammedinsideherfoldswithout

warning"awemah"Nomzamocried.Frankalways

loveditfastandhardsopoorNomzamowas

fuckedlikeshe'sonaroller-coasterride.He

ploughedinherinanglesthatblewhermindaway,

shescreamedorgasmingforthesecondtime.

Frankturnedheroveranddugintoherslappinghis

bodyintohers,hewantedtoseehishipsandbums

jigglinglikejelly,NomzamocriedinsurrenderFrank

increasedhispacefreezinginsideher,hisfeet



launchedintothebedcovers"Fuck"hemuttered.

HefloppedonthebedNomzamoslowlyfollowed,

theywerebothpanting.

"Whatawow"Nomzamosaidinawe

"I'msorryIgotcarriedaway"Frankapologized

"Itwasperfect,Ifeelalive"Nomzamoreplied

Theyfeelasleepshortlyafterthat…

****

Nomzamoparkedoutsidehermother'shousethe

nextmorning,havingbeenawayforadayspending

itwithFrankatthehotelwithherphoneoff.She

spottedNjabulo'scarwhichmeanthesleptover

hereinsteadofhishouse,sheclickedhertonguein

annoyance.Sheunlockedthedoorandentered,she

wentstraighttothebathroomtowashoffallthe



goodsexshehadbeforeNjabsnotice.

Njabuloglancedatherfromthecornerofhiseyes,

hewasinfuriatedbyherbehavior.Sincewhendoes

sheswitchherphoneoffandsleepout,hewassure

shewascheating.Heknewthisconducttoowell

becausethat'swhathedoesundetected,hestrutted

inherdirectionshirtless.Hecouldn'tevenclosehis

eyeslastnightthinkingaboutanymanhumpingher

girlthewayhedoestheentirenight,hecould

almostseethedifferentstyleshedidonher…that

darndoggystyle!Hefeltlikecrying…hefeltlikecrap.

"Whereareyoucomingfromanddon'teventhinkof

lying"Njabulosaidfindingherwipingherselfinthe

bathroom

"YoucancallLondy,Idecidedtohaveagirl'snight

instead.Sinceyoudon'tlikedoingthingswithme,I

figuredwhyshouldIcometoyourbraai's"shesaid

shrugginghershoulders



Njabulolookedatherwithrageinhiseyes,itwasin

thewayshespoketohim,theattitude.Just

becauseshe'sstableshehadatendencyofcoming

outasrude,shelookedatherandclickedhis

tonguewalkingaway.Hegrabbedhiskeys,hisshirt

andwalkedout,Nomzamoexhaled…thatwastoo

damnclose,nowsheneededawayoutofthis

relationship.

*Sixmonthslater….*
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Chapter45

*Durban*

Thepastorchosetobethecheeseandgarnishto

thesandwich,withNomzamoandFrankoneither

sides.Hedartedhiseyestoandfrothenhe

chuckledlightly.

"HowdoesitfeeltobeanewmanSimmons?"The

pastorasked

"IwishIhadwordstodescribeitbuttheyjustrun

awayassoonastheyreachmylips,it'samazing"

heanswered

"Good,nowgoandsinnomore!Leadaholylife.

Godblessestherighteous!Hesurroundsthemwith

favorlikeashield"hesmiledlookingatFrank

"Yespastorandthankyou"herepliedrespectfully



"Nomzamo!CanIstealSimmonsforamoment"the

pastorsaidlookingatNomzamo

"Sure!"shesaid,Frankhandedoverthecarkeysto

herthenshewalkedaway.

ThepastorandFranktookacoupleofstepsin

awkwardsilence…

"IknewNomzamofromthetimeshewasalittlegirl,

sheusetoattendmywife'sSundayschoolclass,

verybrightchildandshehasthatsparkinher.

Sadlyherparentsweren'tbelieversbuttheyallowed

hertojointheneighborstocometochurchevery

Sundayandjustlikethatshebecameapartofour

family.Theneighborsthatintroducedhertous

relocatedtoRichard'sBaybutthatdidn'tdimher

lights,shestillattendedchurchfaithfully.Wewent

onafastandprayforhermotherwhenshegave

herlifetoalcoholandsmokingbutunfortunatelywe

cannotinterferewiththewillofGod,I'msureyou

arewonderingwhyI'mtellingyouallofthis"the



pastoraskedobservingFrank

"Nonopleasecontinue,I'minterested"Frankreplied

"Iknowyouareveryinterested"hechuckled,

"NomzamoisadaughterofmineSimmonsandI

wantwhat'sbestforher.Icanseethatsomething

isgoingonbetweenthetwoofyouandIencourage

itbutyouwillneedtostepupanddotherightthing.

Iwillnotstophavingthisconversationwithyou

untilIgetaninvitationforlobolanegotiations,I

wanttomarryyouoffsoIcanhavepeace.Just

becauseshe'sanorphandoesn'tmeanshe'salone,

shehasgotmywifeandI…soSimmonsdotheright

thingndoda!"headded

"Yespastor"Franksaidshyly

"AlsonowthatIknowshe'swithyou,Idon'twantto

hearanystoriesaboutthatboycalledNjabulo.His

luckyI'mapastornowotherwisebengizomubamba

ngenqindikubencaneindawo,uyadelelaloyamfana

(Iwasgoingtopunchhimtoapulp,his

disrespectful)"thepastorsaid

"Nomzamohasarestrainingorderagainsthim,I'm



alsowatchinghim"Franksaid

"Good…letmeleaveyoutoenjoyyourafternoon,I

willseeyouonSundayagain"theyshookhands

andwentonoppositedirections.

Frankhoppedontothedriversseat,hetookthe

keysfromNomzamoandstartedthecar,

meanwhileshestaredathimwaitingforhimtospill.

"And?Whatwasthatabout"sheaskedinquisitively

"Nothingmuch,justmenstuff"Franksaiddriving

outofthechurchparkinglot

"Hawu,whatmenstuff"Nomzamoasked

"Justmenstuff,Icanonlytellyouifyouarea

man...hencemenstuff"hesaidemphasizingthen

hewinkedather

"mxm"Nomzamosaidlookingoutthewindow,

Frankchuckledfocusingontheroad.



****

*MooiRiver*

ItwasaSundayafternoonthesunwassettinginits

beautifulorangeandMdletshewassittingoutside

withhisdaughtersNombusoandNhlanhlo.They

wereeatingamadumbe(Yams)andsweetpotatoes

whilewaitingforsupper,Mkhuzeniparkedoutside

theyard.Hejumpedoverthegateandmarchedto

wheretheyweresitting,hisnoseflaredlikethatofa

camel,hewasinfuriated.

"Whereismywife"hecuttothechase

"Justbecauseyouhavemoneyyouthinkyouare

God,ourgateisclosedforthedaywhichmeansno

visitorsbuthereyou.Howdidyouentermyyard

youngman?"Mdletsheaskedgettingwarmedup

"I'mnothereforsmalltalks,thisfamilyhad

humiliatedmeenough,givememywife!"Mkhuzeni



roared

"DoyouseeThuladohere?"youdon'tevengreetyet

youaskingusnonsense.Youbeatupsisterandshe

flednowyouwanttocomeandaskus.Weshould

beaskingyousgoralentoeshayaabafazinxa"

Nombusospatangrily

"I'mnottalkingtoyou,yousupposedtomarriedin

yourownhome,insteadyouareherepopping

babiesfromdifferentmensoshutthefvckup"

MkhuzenisaidpointingatNombuso

"YouareverydisrespectfulMthethwa,I'mglad

Thuladuran,Ihopeyouneverfindher.Youdon't

deservemychild,youareawildanimal,itwillnot

bewellwithyougoingforward.Youtalkingtoyour

elderandyouarestandinginsultingmydaughters

andI"Mdletshesaid

"Idon'thavetimeforformalitiesoldman,Ijustwant

mywifeandIwillleaveyouallinpeace.Ihave

everyrighttobeangry,Thuladocheatedonmeand

fellpregnant,nowtellmeMdletshehowwouldyou

havereactedifyouwereinmyshoes?Wehaven't



evendoneourweddingceremonybutshe'salready

looselikeaprostitute.Ihaveeveryrighttobeangry,

butit'sokay…I'mwillingtoforgiveherandtakeher

backhomebecauseIloveher"Mkhuzenisaid

"NoIhavehadenoughofyouinthesecoupleof

months,IwilldiebeforeIletmydaughterreturnto

youafterwhatyoudid.Youhavethemoney,find

anotherwifeandleavemyloosechildalone"

Mdletshesaiddismissively

"It'snotuptoyouoldman,IpaidlobolaforThuladu

andyouacceptedit.DotherightthingbeforeIforce

yourhand"Mkhuzenisaidangrily

"Thuladugaveyouyourlobolabackbutyourefused

it,awusimelengenyongowenaMkhuzeni!Wasit

notyouwhowasalsofoundwithThobekainyour

yard,aschoolgirlrightunderyourwivesnose?

Whatdoyoucallthat?We'reyounotcheatingon

yourwivesandonThuladu?Orit'sjustifiedbecause

youareaman?Youarejustmadbecausemysister

showedthatyouarenothing,somethingthatyour

wiveswouldn'tdobecausetheydependonyou,you

lousyexcuseofaman.Stoplookingformysister,



shedoesn'twanttobefound,it'sapitybecausewe

havetosuffertoobecauseofyou…rubbish"

Nhlanhlosaidinhisface

Mkhuzenislappedheracrosstheface,sheheldher

cheek.Mdletshegrabbedhiswalkingstick

balancingtostandup,whenhewasonhisfeethe

strokedMkhuzeniacoupletimeswiththevery

samestickbutMkhuzenilosthistemperand

pushedhimtothethefloor.Hefellonhisbunsand

wincedinpain,Nombusojumpedonhimwhile

Nhlanhloranintothehouse,shegrabbeda20litre

bucket.OutsideMkhuzenikickedNombusoonher

stomachshefeltweakstaggeringback,whilehe

wasflexingNhlanhlopouredthewholebucketof

wateronhim.Thenshebeathimwiththebucketoh

hishead,Nombusoregainedherstrengthand

grabbedthestoolshewassittingon,thepairbeat

Mkhuzenifastgivinghimnotevenchanceto

breathe.HesawanopportunitywhenNhlanhlo

realizedthatherfatherwasinpainonthefloor,she

rantohelphim,Mkhuzeniranjumpingoutthefence.



Nombusokeptonscreamingandswearingathim,

whenhereachedhiscarherealizedthathiskeys

weren'tinhispocketprobablysoakingwetonthe

groundfromthewater.Fortunatelyhisphonewas

inhisbackpocketanditdidn'tfalloff,hecalledhis

brothertocomewithasparekeyforhisBMW.

LaterthatnightNhlanhlogaveMdletshepainkillers

rightafterhissuppersothathecansleepthepain

off,shesatonthesideofthebedlookingather

fatherpitifully.Ifhehadsonsshebetthelikesof

Mkhuzeniandeveryothermenwouldn'twalkall

overthemliketheyaredoingnow,theytook

advantagebecausehewasoldandpowerless.On

herwaytoherroom,shedecidedtocallThuladu

butherphonewasn'tgoingthrough,shegrowledin

irritationbecausetheywerealsoworriedabouther.

ShedecidedtocallNana.

"Hello"shesaidpanting

"Hisorrytodisturbyou"Nhlanhlosaidapologetic



"NoIjustwalkedinfromwork,howcanIhelpyou?"

sheasked

"StillnonewsonThuladu?Mkhuzeniwashereand

heattackedus,butweretaliatedandI'mscaredhe

willreturn"Nhlanhlosaid

"Whydon'tyoucallthepoliceonhim,geta

restrainingorder?"Nanasaid

"Itdoesn'tworkhere,hisgotmoneysohegets

awaywithalot"Nhlanhlosaidsadly

"InallhonestyIalsodon'tknowwheresheis,even

Sharonisworriedabouther.Shetookherkidsand

dissapeared"Nanasaid

"Iguessshesafethen,Ijusthopethisfooldoesn't

findhernkosiyami"Nhlanhloreplied

"YeahbutI'mworriedaboutyouguysnow,whatif

thisguyharassyoucontinuously?"Nanaasked

"Notwhatif,hisalreadydoingitbutwefine"

Nhlanhlosaidheavingasigh,theyspokesome

moreandshehungup



****

*Durban*

Nanatookabaththenshesnuggledunderthe

sheetsofhersmallbed,shethendialedherlove

interest.

"Awmabhebeza"hesaid

"howareyoutoday?"sheasked

"I'mgoodnowthatI'mtalkingtoyou"hesaid

chuckling

"lookIneedyourhelp,canyoupleasegiveme

Mhlengi'snumberit'surgent"shesaid

"That'seasybutwhatisinitforme"heasked

naughtily

"OhmygoshSfiso,Icannotwithyou"Shegiggled

"Nothingisforfree"hesaid



"OKke,whatdoyouwant?"Nanaaskedblushing

"Iwantustogoeatice-creameWorkshop"hesaid

laughing

"Awngeke"shelaughed,"NotevenlunchatKFC…

I'mtoooldforthat"shelaughedsomemore

"I'mjoking"hejoinedinlaughing,"Iwantustohave

lunchatMoyobythepier"heaskedconfidently

"OKIcandothat"shesaidbeaming

"Ialsowantyoutodresscomfortably,youdon't

needtohideyourburnmarks.Iloveeverythingin

you"hesaidinaserioustone

Therewassilence,Nanawipedhertearsasher

emotionsgotthebetterofher,shewasalways

feelinghotunderthelayersofclothesshewears

becauseherbodywasherconfidenceandafterthe

fireshedevelopedalowselfesteemanditdimmed

herlights.AfterthepartyshewenthomewithSfiso

andthingshappenedandnowthis.



"Areyoustillthere?"heasked

"YesI'mhere…IwillseewhatIcando"she

answered

"Perfect!IwillsendyouMhlengi'snumbershortly

onwhatsapp"heanswered

"Thankyou"shesaidandhungupquickly

Afteramomenttoherselfshedecidedtocall

Mhlengi…

"Hello"hesaidinhisdeepthunderousvoice

"It'sNana"shesaidimmediately

"Sho"hesaid

"Thuladuismissing!"shesaid

"OK?"hesaid

"Mkhuzeniisharassingherfamilybackhome,they

arescaredthathewilldosomethingdrastic"Nana

saidfurther



"Sh!t"Mhlengisaid,"OKthankyouforlettingme

know…canyousendmeanumberofapersonIcan

contact,aslongasit'snotThuladu'sfather"

Mhlengisaid

"IwillsendyouNhlanhlo'snumber"Nanasaid

"Sho"hehungup

****

*Thenextmorning*

Itwasaround4:30amFrankputonhisworkboots

andkissedNomzamoonhercheeksheshifted,he

satnexttoheronthebed.

"I'mleaving,Iwillseeyoulater"hesaidtracinghis

handonherface

"Didyoumakelunch?"Sheaskedinasleepyvoice



"Yesandmadeforyouaswell,Iwillcallyouat6am

soyounotlateforwork"heassuredher

"I'msoproudofyou"shegiggled,"fromaCEOtoa

generalworker,withthatattitude,youwillgofar"

shesaidsmiling

"Thankyoufornotgivinguponme"hekissedher,

"I'mgoingtobefatherandIhavetopaylobolafor

someone.Idon'thaveachoicebuttoworkhard,

surprisinglyit'sveryfulfilling,nowIknowwhatit

meanstobreakyourbackandworkhard.Iknow

howitfeelstobethosegentlementhatusetowork

forFredandI,it'snoteasybeingtoldbysomeone

whattodobutit'sfulfillingknowingyouearning

yourkeep"hebeamedproudly

"WellgogetthemSimmons"shesaidslightly

smackinghisarm,hekissedherthenheleft.

Nomzamobrushedhertummy,itwasn'tbigbutshe

knewsomeonewasgrowinginsideanditwassuch

agreatfeeling.It'sbeenahecticfourmonthstrying

tobringFrankbacktolife,shewasthiscloseto



givingupuntilthedayshefoundoutshewas

pregnant.Frank'sattitudechangedinstantly,he

couldn'tbelieveitatfirstbecauseoftheirculthe

wassurehewouldn'tbeabletohavekids,hestill

believedthathecoulddropdeadanyminute

becausetheonlywayoutofthePhantomwas

deathbutbytheGraceofGodallofthatwas

reversed.Nomzamodraggedhimtochurch,the

firstcoupleofSundayswerejusttosaveface,time

wentbyhestartedaskingquestionsandthatwas

whenNomzamoknewhewasactuallylisteningto

theword.

Sheadvisedthattheygoonafastandpraywhich

wasverysuccessfulbecauseattheendFrank

wantedtoknowmoreaboutthisGodpeoplespeak

sohighlyoff,thepastorsteppedinandhegothis

deliverance.Hestartedapplyingforwork,aftera

multitudeofrejectionwhichhedidn'ttakewell,he

finallyreceivedacallfromaconstructioncompany.

TheyneededpermanentgeneralworkersandFrank

gothimselfhired,despitetheearlymorningsand



hardlabour,hewasamanonamission.

Atexactly6amFrankcalledNomzamo,she

answered…

"Timetogetupsleepyhead,Ijustarrivedatwork,I

foundthetaxi'sfullattherank,Ididn'thavetowait"

hesaidchuckling

"Howistheweather?"sheaskedjumpingoutofbed

"It'schillybutbythetimeyouleavethehouse,the

sunwillbeout"heassured

"Wellthankyou,I'mupnow"shesaidyawningand

stretching

"Awesome,letmegoandmarktheregister,send

meatextwhenyouarriveatwork,Iwillcallyouat

lunchtime"Frankassured

"OKbaby,Iloveyou"shesaid

"Iloveyoumore,takecare"hehungup



****

Nomzamoparkedoutsidetheyardtolockthegate,

thenshejumpedinhercaranddroveoff,

meanwhileNjabulowasparkingonehousedown

fromhers,hefollowedher….
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Chapter47

*Durban*

"NjabuloMakhanyahasbeenseenoutside

Nomzamo'shomeandthisprovesthatallofthisis

meditated,itwasperfectlyplanned.Heknewhe

wouldfindheraloneatthattime,hejumpedover

thefenceandinvitedhimselfinmissNomzamo's

homeandattackedher,neverthelessMrMakhanya

isalsoafirsttimeoffender,afatherandatax

payingcitizen.Theaccusedischargedandpleaded

guiltytoassaultwithintenttodoGrievousBodily

Harm,possessionofanillegalfirearmandthe

breachoftheprotectionorderagainsthimtherefore

IfindNjabuloMakhanyaguiltyoftheaboveandwill

besentence3yearsforassault,10yearsforthe

unlicensedfirearmand6monthsforgoingagainst

therestrainingorder.Courtdismissed!"the

magistratebangedthegavelonthedesk,sherose

toherfeetandleft.



Njabulostoodupandblewakisstohisbabymama

andsonasthepoliceescortedhimdownthestairs,

thebabymamajustsattherewithtearsstreaming

downherface.Shedidn'tknowwhatisitshedidto

deservesuchhurt,fromthecheatingsheendured

fromNjabulotobeinglefttofendforhersonalone.

Shegatheredherstuff,wipedhertearsandleft.

MeanwhileFrankhelpedNomzamoup,thankfully

thebabywashighlyprotectedfromalltheextra

paddingintheuterus,thosekicksfromNjabulo

couldonlygivehimavibrationnoharmobtained

butNomzamohadtobehospitalisedforthreedays,

shehadbruisesandswellingonherface.Notto

mentiontheexcruciatingpainshefeltonthesideof

herribcage,shefiledforsickleavesoshecould

stayathomeandrest.Frankstillfeltlikeitwasn't

enough,hewantedtoteachNjabuloalessonhewill

neverforgetfortryingtokillNomzamoandthe

babybuthehadtolearnthatnotallproblemsare

solvedbyviolence,sometimesweneedtoallowthe



lawtotakeit'scourseiswhatNomzamotoldhim

****

Nanawassittingoutsideeatingherlunchquickly

beforeshegetssummonedbackinside,shenow

understandsThulado'sfrustrationsworkingasa

cashier,youcouldhardlybreatheandthe

customersaresometimesannoying.Herphone

ranginherpocket,shedrewitoutandanswered.

"Hello"shesaidsoftlyaftercheckingthecallerID

"Mabhebeza"Sfisosaidontheotherside

"Unjani"sheasked

"Ngigrandwena?"heasked

"I'mgood"shesaidthentheawkwardsilence

"Iwon'tbeabletomakeitfortomorrow,there's

somethingwearesortingoutinMpofana,Ithought

itwillbedonebynowbutit'sprovingtobedifficult.



I'mnotcancelingonourdatebutI'mpostponing,as

soonasIreturnwewillresumemaybewecandoa

weekendatSouthernSun?"hesaid

"AdateatMoyobythePierisperfect"Nanasaid,

shewantedtotakethingsslowandnotgetexcited

forthesoftlifeanymorebecausethepriceshepaid

waswaymorethanwhatshebargainedfor

"Perfect,letmenotdelayyoufurther,Iwillcallyou

later"Sfisosaidandhehungup

Nanagobbledthelastofhersandwich,shestood

updustingoffherpantsthenshemadeherway

backinsidethestore.

****

ThuladojumpedinhercaroutsideLifeeNtabeni

hospital,sherushedtofetchthetwinsfromtheir

newschoolinGlenwood,theyfoundahappyhome

inManorGardensjustafewminutesawayfrom



HowardCollege.Attherobotshenoticeda

particularcarthatwastailingherfromthehospital,

shedialedMhlengi.

"ShortyiseverythingOK?"hesaidanxiously

"There'sacarthat'sfollowingmewhatmustIdo,

I'mscared"Thuladusaid

"OKlistentome…breatheinandout,Iwantyouto

drivetothenearestpolicestationOK?Whileyoudo

thatIwantyoutodescribethecarandgetmethe

numberplate…Don'tpanicandavoideyecontact,

justfocusontheroadanddrive"Mhlengisaid

calmly

"OK…ohGod"shesaidwithhervoicebreaking

"Shortycalmdown,rememberyourBPshouldn'tgo

up,whatcarisitandthecolor?"Mhlengiasked,

Thuladoglancedattherearviewmirror

"It'sablackgolfgti"Thuladosaidwhiledrivingas

fastasshecould,thankGodfortheBluetoothshe

couldtalkwhiledriving.



"OKgood,youdoingreallygood…Nowtryandget

methenumberplateandanythingthatmighthelp

theguys"Hesaid

"It'sND600"shepausedglancingattherearview

again,"454thedriverisfairskinnedwithafade…

that'sallIcanseeMhlengi"

"OKgreat,keepdrivinghewon'tdoanything,his

probablylookingforagaptointimidateyou,don't

lookathimkeepyoureyesontheroaduntilyou

driveintoapolicestation"Mhlengiemphasized

"O-okandmykids?"Thuladuasked

"Iwillcalltheschooltokeepthemataftercareuntil

wesortoutthiscarthat'sfollowingyou,OKbabe?I

loveyou"hesaid

"Okay"shesaidturningleftintothepolicestation,

thecarwentpassinfullspeed.Thuladoletouta

breathofrelief.

****



*MooiRiver*

NhlanhloandNombusobroughtteaandbuttered

steambreadtothemensittingoutsidetheyardwith

Thulado'sfather,theythankedthenandstarted

eating.

"SoyouarefriendstoLuminjaloandLubanzi's

fatheryousay?"Mdletsheaskedagainjusttobe

sure

"Yebobaba"Sfisosaidrespectfully

"Isee"hesaidsippingonhistea,"Howdidyou

knowaboutwhatthisboyisdoing??,thisboyhas

disrespectedmeinthisvillage.Hehasnorespect

forelders"hesaidpainfully

"Don'tworryabouthimbaba,Mhlengisaidwe

shouldn'tleaveuntilthismatterissortedout.

Mhlengitoldustocomehereonliasonwith

Nhlanhlo"Sfisosaid

"OhNonhlanhla,mmmhOK"hetookabiteofhis



breadandsippedonhishitbeverage

MeanwhileinsidethehouseNhlanhloand

Nombusohadtheirshareoflunch,thedistressand

thetensionaroundtheyardwasoverwhelming.

"IblameThuladoforallofthis"Nombusoblurted

out.

"Don'tberidiculous!Howwasshegoingtoknow

thatMkhuzeniusedmuthionher?Youjustlike

blamingherforeverythingthatgoeswrong

sometimesthingsgobeyondyourcontrol.Wenadid

youknowthatyourbabydaddywasamarriedman?

Oryoualsofoundoutafteryouhadanewbornbaby

inyourhands!Mustweblameyouforfalling

pregnantbyamarriedman?Nosisibutwe

understandthatyouweremanipulated.Thulado

didn'twantMkhuzeniIrememberveryclearly,she

toldmeshewasn'tinterestedjikijikishe'smadlyin

loveonlywhendadpointeditoutitstartedtomake

sense.Ifhewasn'tsoobservantThuladowouldbe



apunchingbagkaMthethwa"Nhlanhlosaid

"Iunderstandkebutshe'ssafelytuckedwherever

sheiswhilewebusydodgingbullets,herownfather

hasbeendehumanizednotoncebuttwice,sorryfor

myoutburstsbutit'sbreakingmyhearttosee

Mdletshethishelpless"shesaidwipinghertears.

"IknowIfeelthesamebutThuladohastokeepher

childrensafeaswellandMhlengisentusprotection,

that'sgoodenough.Theonlypersonwhoweshould

beangryatrightnowisMkhuzeni,thatidiotic

douchebagneedstopayforwhathedid"Nhlanhlo

said

"TheangerIhaverightnowisindescribable"

Nombusoadded

"Iknowhowyoufeeldade,hewillpay"Nhlanhlo

said

Theycontinuedconversinguntiltheirlunchwas

finished,theywentoutsidetocollecttheempty

mugsandplatesfromtheguys.



****

*Inhospital*

Mkhuzenistaredattheceiling,thatambushtook

himbysurprise.Neverinmillionyearsdidhethink

hewouldgetattackedinhisvillage,everyonefeared

himbecausehewasaMthethwa!Hewaswealthy

anddangerous.Heknewitwasn'tacoincidence

thathewastargetedshortlyafterthatjailbirdgave

himawarning,coulditbethattheyhavethe

Mdletshehomesteadsurrounded?Thatwon'tbe

goodforhim,takingintoaccountthatheisn'tsure

aboutthesepeople,theywerealljustamysteryand

theirmastermindwasinjailyethecouldstillmake

thingshappen.

HehiredatrackertolookforThuladoinDurbanand

whenhesentamessagetoinformhimthathehas



foundherwasgreatnews.Nowallneedsheneeds

todoisbringherbackhomeunderhiswing,she

couldbekickingandscreaminghedidn'tcare

asongasshereturnshome.Hecallsthetrackerguy.

"Hello"Theguysaid

"And?"hesaid

"Shemusthavenoticedbecauseshedroveintoa

policestation"theguysaid

"damnit!"Mkhuzenisaidangrily

"Don'tworryboss,Iwillchangecarsandfollowher

tomorrow…I'mgoodatthis.Ijustneedtoseewhere

herkidsgotoschoolandwhereshestays"hesaid

eversochilled.

"OKIwillwaitforyourcall"Mkhuzenisaid.

"Noproblem"theguysaidandhehungup

****



*WestvillePrison*

Mhlengimarchedupanddownthecellwaitingfora

callfromhisfriendsontheoutside,hedialedSfiso

infuriated.

"ShoKruger!"Hesaidalmostwhispering

"Theydidn'tfindthatmoronthatwasfollowingmy

girl,hiscarwasabondoned…what'sthenextplan?"

heaskedimpatiently

"IthinkIneedtogobacktoDurbanifThuladuand

thechildrenareindanger"Sfisosaid

"NonoIneedyoutowatchthatsh!tfly,evenifhe

movesaninchIwanthisbrainssplatteredonthe

floor…heannoysthesh!toutofme,Musaiswith

themandtheywon'tbegoingoutuntilIfindhim"

Mhlengisaid

"Mhlengidon'tdoitmfethu,youalmosttheredon't

riskgettingcaughtbecauseyouwillregretit"Sfiso

saidconcerned



"ThenwhatmustIdohuh?Thuladoneedsthatjob,

shecan'tbeabsentfortoolong.I'msurethere's

somethingwecando"Mhlengisaid

"Ihaveanidea…givene24hours"Sfisosaid

"Sho"Mhlengihungup

Mhlengifloppedonhisbedcoveringhisface

feelinghelpless.Aprisonercameintocallhim.

"ShoKrugerbraTumeloisaskingforyou"hesaid

"Whatnow?"heaskedirritably

"There'sanewKrugerthatneedsinitiationandhe

wantsyoutodoit"theprisonersaid

"Argh"Mhlengigrowled,"AsifIdon'thaveenough

problems…tellhimI'mcoming"hesaidannoyed
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Chapter46

*Durban*

NomzamousuallygethomebeforeFrank,theperks

ofbeingateacher,shebusiedherselfwithprepping

fordinner.Shewascravingforsomethingmeaty

butfillingthereforesheoptedforalambpilau,she

choppedherveggieswhileboilingherrice.Shethen

seasonedthelambstewandcookedit,shewas

goingtoputalittlebitofcurryandchilliestoavoid

amouthfulfromFrankabouttoomuchspiceswhile



pregnant.Shemadeherselfasandwichandsat

downwhilethefoodwascooking,afterawhileshe

wenttocheckherbubblingpotsandeverythingwas

blendingaccordingly.Shehearddifferent

testimoniesabouthowpregnantwomenpickand

choosefoodclearlynotherbecauseshestilleats

everythingandawholelotofittoo.

Thefoodwasreadyanditwasjustacoupleof

minutesleftforFranktogethome,shefellasleep

onthecouch.Inherdeepslumbershefeltacold

metaldiggingintohercheeks,whensheopenedher

eyesherheartskippedabeatandadropofurine

wetherpantyliner,itwasNjabulointheflesh.He

lookedvexedandpetrifying,heputthegunaway

andyankedNomzamooutofthecouchbyher

braids.Sheadheredregardlessofthepainshewas

feeling,herheadfollowedhishands.Hepinnedher

tothewallpressedthesideofherfacetothecold

concrete,hepressedithardasifhewantedto

breakherjaw



"Please"Nomzamomanagedtosay,tearsgushing

outhereyes

"WhyNomzamo?IthoughtIwouldgetoverwhat

youdid,buteverydayIaskmyselftheverysame

questionwhy?Andtheonlypersonwhocangive

methatanswerisyou.Youcompelledmeto

changesothatyoucanbehappy,Ididbutthat

wasn'tenoughforyou.Ihavebeenhereforyou

whennobodycared,Istoodbyyoursidewhenyour

motherwassick,Iheldyoutillyoufellasleepthose

dayswhenshepassedonandyoucouldn'thandle

thepain…Njabulowasthere,yesImademistakes

butIfixedthem,heckI'mnotperfectbutIloveyou,

andwhatyoudidtome?Youspatonmyfaceand

discardedmeliketrash.NomzamoIcheatedyes

anditwasyourfaultbecauseyoudidn'twantto

connectwithmesexually,youknewIneededitbut

becauseyouwantedtocontrolme,youposedlikea

virginsoIwouldn'tbotheryou.StillIstayedwith

you,Ilovedyou,youwatchedmelikeafool

planningafuturewithyouknowingverywellthat

youaren'ttheresfebe!Hidingbehindchurchyou



prostitute"heletgoofhershefellontheground

holdinghercheekandmovingherpainfuljaw,"Now

Iwaitedforyouforalmosttwoyearstotapthatass

andthatfoolresurfacesandyouopenyourlegs

wideopenforhiminsecondswhilestillina

relationshipwithme!Asifthat'snotenoughyou

breakupwithmeandgetarestrainingorder

withoutevengivingmeclosureNomzamo?Tohell

withNjabulo!whatdoesthatyellowbonehavethatI

don'thave?Whyhurtmelikethisbabe?

"I'msorryNjabulobutIwasscaredtotellyouhowI

reallyfellaboutFrank,Icouldn'tlietoyouany

longer.Isn'titbettertoknowthetruththanlivinga

lie.Nowyoucanbewithyourbabymamafreely,

that'sgoodright?Foryourson"Nomzamosaid

nervously

"Thisisallgoodforyou"heroared,"Don'tdothat,

don'tactlikeyoudidthisforme,thisisallbeneficial

toyou.InallhonestyIcanmoveonthat'snot

problembutthatthingyouarecarryinginyour

stomachistormentingme,it'slikeaconstant

reminderthatyoucheatedonmeandyougotaway



withit…andIcan'thavethat"hesaidscratchinghis

head

"Njabulopleasedon'thurtme,please"Nomzamo

begged

Njabulopickedherupandslappedheracrossher

face,sheshriekedinpain.Hethenthrewheronthe

floor,hewalkedtowardsherwhileshecrawled

reachingoutforthecouch.Njabulokickedher

stomach,Nomzamoscreamedcoveringitwithher

handsbutheremovedthemandkickeditagain.

MeanwhileFranklookedatthewatchshewas

goingtobeatadlatetoday,thetaxitooklongtofill

upintown,Nomzamomustbeworried.Inafew

minutesthetaxicametoahaltdownthestreetand

hejumpedout.

Hesawtheneighborspeepingthroughthecurtain,

heshookhisheadsomepeopleactuallyneededto

getalife.Heunlockedthegateandenteredclosing

itshutbutnotlockingit,hewasgoingtodothat



later.Thecloserheapproachedthedoorheheard

soundsofthingsbreakinghepickeduphisfeetand

boltedtothedoor,hiseyeswidenedlookingatthe

amountofbloodonthefloor.Hedroppedhisbag

andchargedtowardsabustedNjabulo,hedidn't

expecttobehereforthislong,hewantedtohurt

Nomzamoandleavebeforeherguyreturnedfrom

work,hetookhistimecalculatingtheirstep.

Frankdisarmedhimofhisgunandhechokedhim

againstthewall.Hiseyesbecomingsmallandeerie,

Njabuloswallowed.

"Whatdidyoudotoher?"heaskedinragefilled

voice

"I-Iwasleaving"Njabulosaid

Frankkickedhiminhiscrotchusinghisknee,

NjabuloyelpedinpainslightlycrouchingthenFrank

wokehimupwithauppercuthisheadhitthewall



andimmediatelybleedfromthemouth,Frank

punchedhimseveraltimesonhisjawandstomach

Njabulo'sbodyweakenedashefelltotheground.

Frankkickedhimonhisheadcontinuouslyuntil

Nomzamoscreamedthatsheneededthehospital,

Frankranuptoher.Shewasstillonthefloor,he

helpedherupwhilehescannedtheloungeareafor

thecarkeys,thepolicebudgedinstoppingattheir

tracksastoundedbytheamountofbloodonthe

floor.

"Whathappened,theneighborscalled"theone

officersaid

"Ineedtotakehertothehospital,thatguyonthe

floorbreachedtherestrainingorder"Franksaid

walkingoutthehousewithNomzamowhowas

coveredinblood

****



*MooiRiver*

Mkhuzeni'sphonerangonthepedestalanditwasa

privatenumbersoheignoreditbutthephoneblew

upagain.Thobekagotirritatedandgrabbedit

givingittohim

"Idon'tanswerprivatenumbers"hesaid

"I'mgoingtoshowerthen,it'salmosthometime.I

needtoblendinwiththeschoolchildrengoing

homeormyparentswillknowIdidn'tgotoschool

today"shesaidjumpingoutofbed

"TellthemIwillcomepayforyousoon"hesaid

spankingherass

"Youkeepsayingthatknowingverywellyourwives

don'tlikeme,doyourememberhowtheybeatme

upwhentheyfoundmehere?"shesaidarchingher

eyebrow

"Thatwon'thappenagain,itwasbecauseofmy

wifeThuladushealertedthemaboutyou,otherwise



theywouldn'thavecomehere"hesaid

"Youstillcallingheryourwifeafterwhatshedid?"

sheaskeddisgusted

"Isshenotmywife?Ilovehersoonshewillbeback

here"hesaidgettingoffthebed

"Shedoesn'twantyou,lethergo.I'mawomanand

I'mtellingyouthis.Stopwastingyourtimewithher,

youhavetwowivesandme"Thobekasaidpulling

himclose.

"Aywenamusanjeukungiphaphela,goandtake

thatshowersoIcandropyouoff"hesaid

dismissively(stopbeingforward)

WhileThobekawasbusyinthebathroom,hisphone

rangagainandthistimehedecidedtoanswer.

"Ya"hesaidrudely

"Shomfethu,isthisKhuzaniorMkhuzeni?"the

otherpersonsaid



"Wenaufunabani?"Mkhuzeniaskedirritably(who

youlookingfor?)

"AymfethuyoutalkingtoMhlengi"hesaidwithhis

deepvoice

"MhlengiIdon'tknowyou,whatdoyouwant?"he

asked

"Youknowmeverywell,itmustbehardforyou

fuckingyourwifewithmynameplasteredonher

back"helaughed

"Whatdoyouwant?"heaskedinfuriated

"Don'trushI'mgettingthere,firstofallIwanttotell

tostoplookingforThuladu…phumanjelapho,stop

goingtoherfamilyandembarrassingyourselfor

youwillforcemetomakeyoupayforallthethings

youdidtomyfamily"hesaideversochilled

"Thuladuismywife,Iwillnotstoplookingforher

justbecauseajailbirdtoldmeso,wenastaythere

andstretchyouranvsforotherprisonerstofvck

youandstayoutofmybusiness"Mkhuzenisaid

spittingfire



"OhOKsoyouhavestories?OKIsee…watchyour

backsono.Infactsleepwithoneeyeopen,Iknow

thatuglythingyoucallawifelaidherwitchhands

onmychildren,Iknowthatyoubeatupmybaby

mamaandthatyouwenttoherhouseand

harrassedherfamily…Ican'twaittogetmyhands

onyoumhlathiwakho"Mhlengiroared

"babymamahuh?Thuladuisloose,didyouknow

she'spregnant?Sobeforeyouspeakhighlyofher

youneedtoknowIhaveeveryrighttoher,Ipaid

lobolaforhershe'smywifeIwilldowhateverIwant

withher.Youshouldfocusonyoursentenceand

yourchildrenandleavemyfamilytome,I'mnot

scaredofyou"Mkhuzenishotback

"Justbywearingredcarvela'sandextracentsinthe

bankyouthinkyouareGod,stayawayfromthe

Mdletshe'sI'mwarningyou,youwizard,skhwama!

uzozwangathiuyasha.Lobolaischangeandyou

willgetitbutyoudarestepintothoseyardsagain,

youwillseewhatSaulsawonhiswayto

Damascus"Mhlengiadded

"Ngekengizwengawemfethu"hehungup(Iwillnot



betoldwhattodobyyou")

Mkhuzenithrewhisphoneonthebed,heclenched

hisjawinanger,nowhefeltchallengedandhe

wantedtofindThuladomorethanever.Hewanted

toproveapointthathewasn'tsomeonetobe

messedwith,hedialedanumber.

"Talktome"thepersonanswered

"Yourstuffisnotworkinganymore,maMdletsheleft

me"hesaidannoyed

"Thatmeansshefiguredoutthatyouwereusing

somethingonher,that'scommonsenseMthethwa"

thepersonsaidbored

"WhatdoIdonow?Ineedherbackhome"hesaid

desperately

"Whydon'tyougetanothergirl?"thepersonreplied

"Iwantthisone,I'mmoreinterestedthanever

becauseit'scomeswithachallenge"hesaid



"Thenbringsomethingthatbelongstoher,ifitback

firesdon'tcomecryingtome"hesaid

"Itwon't,Iwilllookforsomething"hesaidgetting

excited

"ngizobonangawe"hehungup(Iwillbewaitingon

you)

Mkhuzenirummagedinherclosetbutcouldn'tfind

anything,Thuladuwasveryparticularexceptwith

herice-creamtubsandbooks.Hethrewthemout

whensheleftandnowheregretsit,heopenedhis

drawercomingoutwithagun.Hewastogobackto

theMdletshe's,theywouldn'tdaretouchhimifthey

seeagun.Hemessagedhisfriendstoaccompany

him,allhewantedwassomethingthatbelongedto

Thuladu.

****

LaterthateveningMkhuzeniparkedoutthegate,he



openedfireshootingthepadlockatthegateitwent

shatteringtotheground.Heenteredfollowedbyhis

friendseachwithagunathand,Nhlanhlolocked

thedoorhidingunderthebedwithhersicklyfather

theirheartsploddingoutoftheirribcage.Nombuso

gatheredtheothershidinginwardrobeswiththeir

mother,theyweresoscaredatwhatMkhuzeniwas

todo.

Mkhuzeniwanderedaroundtheyardaimlessly

surprisedatthesuddensilence.Hewasn'tsure

whichrondavalbelongedtoThulado'smothersohe

wasgoingtoenterallofthemincludingtheflats.

"Thesemoronsareinherehiding,Iwantyoutofind

allofthemsotheycanrepeatalltherubbishthey

saidtometheotherday"hesaidtohisfriends.

TobesearchedfirstwasThulado'sfather'sroom,

theyshotatthedoorbreakingthelock,Nhlanhlo

heardfootstepsdrawingclosershecoveredher



mouthinfearandfeltliquidswettingherlegs,tears

fellfromhereyesbecausesheknewitwasherdad

urinatingfromprobablyfromterror.Atthismoment

shehatedMkhuzeniandshewishedhimbad.One

ofthefriendsnoticedthelinesofurinecomingfrom

underneaththebed,theycommunicatedwiththeir

eyesandtogethertheyliftedthebed.

Nhlanhloscreamedsorrowfullybeggingformercy,

Mkhuzenikickedheronherribs,Mdletshetriedto

getupbutwasbootedbackdownhewincedinpain.

Mkhuzeniorderedthattheyweredraggedoutthe

roomsothattheycanshowthemwhichonewas

Thulado'sroom,Nhlanhloscreamedontopofher

voicebutMkhuzenishotathermissingherearwith

aninch.Shewentmuteinstantlyleftwithjust

hiccups.Theydroppedthemonthedustysoil

outsideandsuddenlybulletswentflyingintheair,

astowheretheycamefromitwasamystery.

Mkhuzenigotshotinhisarmandlegwhilehetried



runningouttheyard,theotherfriendpiggybacked

himrunningtowardsthecar,unfortunatelytheother

onegotgunneddown,hewasfinishedwithabullet

throughhisheadandhediedonthespotjust

outsidethegate.Mkhuzeni'sfriendpressedonthe

accelerateandleftdustbehind.Thepolicewere

alertedalongwiththeforensicteamtocollectthe

corpse,questionswereaskedbutnooneknewwho

shothimbuttheyknewthatMkhuzeniwasinthe

yard.Thepolicebrusheditoffbysayingthebullets

weremeantforMkhuzenisincehewasaknown

businessman.Theypromisedtodoaninvestigation

buttheMdletshe'sknewthatwasjusttosaveface.

*Aweeklater…*
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Chapter48

It'sthelittlethingsthatmatter,thingslikesleeping

inyourownbed,usingyourownbathroom,eating

thekindoffoodthatyouwantevenwatchingyour

ownfavoritechannel.Mhlengicouldn'twaittoget

out,thissharingofspacesetupdrovehisheadin,

thenewKrugerwasmoaninginpainonthefloor,

hislieslandedhimthere.Mhlengiaskedhimto

identifyhimselfwiththenumberbuthecouldn'tdo

fakol,firstdayinacellhemadeabadimpression

nowhewashisproblem.Hewasliar,pennilessand

uselesstotheKrugerssoTumelocommandedthat

hesleepsonthecoldflooruntilhecanearnhisbed.



"Eybabasomeofusaretryingtosleep"Mhlengi

saidinatonefilledwithannoyance,hequieten

downbutafteracoupleofminuteshewasbackat

it,"Isaidshutthefuckup"Mhlengisaidgettingon

hisfeet,theotherprisonerscringedundertheirthin

blanketsfearingforthenewKruger'slife.

"S-sorryboss"hesaidinalowquiveringvoice

"I'mnotyourbosssono,butrightnowyouare

disturbingmysleep,Ihaveproblemsofmyownso

manupandendureyourpain.Youputyourselfin

thissituation,didn'ttheytellyouaboutjail?You

beatpregnanthelplesswomenandyoudon'teven

knowanythingaboutsurvivalkahlekahle

uthembeni?"heasked(what'syourbackupplan)

"I'msorrymfethuIwasonlytryingtoprotect

myself,butIwillbeusefulIpromise.Iwillbringin

money!That'sallIcandoh-honestlybutpleaseI

needtocallmyfamily"hesaid

"That'swhatyoushouldhavesaidwhenyou

arrivedherenotthatnonsenseyoudidearlieron,

nowyouwillbeapunchingbag"hepausedlooking



athim,"Icangiveyoumyphonebutyouwillhave

topay…nothingformahhala"hesaidhandinghim

hisphone

Thenewguyreachedoutforthephoneandsaton

hisbum,dialinganumber.Mhlengiwentunderhis

blanketshecouldhearhisconversationloudand

clear.HefoundoutthathisnamewasNjabulo,he

hasasonandthatthewomanhehurtwashis

ex…stupidfool!Mhlengithoughttohimself,justlike

thatskhwamaMkhuzeni.Theplanshehadinhis

headwereterrifying,whodareprovokeasnakein

it'shole,nowThuladumusthidelikeafugitive

becauseofthisdweeb.

Thenewguyfinished.Itseemslikehisfamilywill

bringhimsomecash!Goodforhimbecausehewas

goingtosleeponthefloorforthelongestoftimes.

"ThankyouKrugerlamaKruger"hesaidrespectfully



"Sohowareyougoingtobringthemoneyin

becausevisitorsgetcheckedbeforemeeting

prisoners"Mhlengilookedathimarchinghis

eyebrow

"Eish!"thenewguysaid

"Weeee!Iactuallyfeelsorryforyou"hesaid

shakinghishead,"tellthemtosende-walletorsend

itviashoprite/checkersthere'ssomeonewhowill

getitforus"Mhlengisaidlookingathimfromthe

bed

Thenewguyphonedagainandexplainedthe

process,heaskedthemtousethesamenumber

whenhewasdonehethankedMhlengi.

"ThatwillbeR100,sowhenthemoneyarrivesI'm

takingmycutfirstbeforeyouhanditintothe

council"Mhlengisaidtakinghisphone

"Okay"thenewguysaid

"Nowtellmewhydidyoustoopsolow?Whyare



yousuchacoward,Ifeellikeslappingyou

ngikubhanqenodongaforbeingabusive.Don'tyou

knowthatwomenaredelicate?Whatalameexcuse

ofaman,uhlulwaukubhebhaumamnjewena,

there'sanotherdweeblikeyououttherewhowears

redcarvela's,hismakingmyCherielivelikea

fugitivejustlikeyou,helaidhisashyhandsonmy

shortyandI'mangry"hesaidclenchinghisfist

"hadeKrugerbutmystoryisdifferentNomzamo

wasmygirl,hecheatedonmewithacolouredrich

guyaftereverythingwewentthroughtogether"he

saidpainfully

"Yetyouhaveababymamaaclearindicationthat

youcheatedfirst,itwasn'tnicewhenshegaveyou

atasteofyourownmedicine,wellyourstoryand

mineissimilarInfactthatdweebpaidlobolaformy

babymamasonowhethinksheownsher"Mhlengi

said.

"Idon'tseeaneedforyoutobesoangrythough

clearlysheagreed"Thenewguysaid,"womenare

gullible,ifyoufindanicegirlthesedaysconsider

yourselflucky"headded



"WhenyoucheatedandIgotlockedupiswherethe

problemstarted.I'mnotmadthatshewantedto

moveonbutIwouldn'trestifthatmanwasabusive,

hellno!Thatguyusedmuthionmywomanso

that'sawholedifferentstory.Youopenedthatgap

whenyouintroducedinfedilityinyourrelationship,

youweresupposedtomanupandleave,Iwas

preparedtodothateventhoughIlovethatgirlwith

everythinginme"Mhlengisaid

"Iguessyouareright,Nomzamowasanicegirl.

Whatkilledmeisthatshemademewaittotapher

onlyforthisdudetofvckherinminutesupon

rekindling,hefvckedhershefellpregnantsame

time,whileI'mbeingstuffedwithcondoms"the

wholecelleruptedinlaughter

"Whatasoreloser"Mhlengisaidinbetweenhis

chuckle,"Clearlytheguyknowshischarm,unlike

youpretendingtobenice.NowIwanttoseethis

guythatmadeyoulandyourselfinjail"Mhlengi

saidstilllaughing

"Thisisseriousandyouguysarelaughing"hesaid

irritably,"Eyfusegwena,givemehisname"Mhlengi



saidsternly

"FrankSimmons,hehadatwin…richguysbut

seemslikeheisn'trichanymoreandhistwinwas

killedyearsago"hesaidcurlingintoaballonthe

floor,Mhlengiindicatedfortheoneguytoatleast

throwhimablanket

MhlengiGoogletheSimmonsandhereitwas.The

twins!Picturesoftheminbigcruiseboats,big

mansionalwayssurroundedbybeautifulgirls.He

thenlookedforFrankSimmonsinparticular,he

clickedonhispictureandshowedtheguysinthe

cell,theystartedlaughingalloveragain.Mhlengi

returnedunderhisblankettakingacloserlookat

Frank,helookedfamiliarsoheclickedonmoreof

hispicturesuntilhecameacrossonewherehewas

wearingshorts,thelegstructureandthattattoo…

theanchor,justlikehis.Hezoomedintohispicture

andhisheartbegantopound,coulditbe?Hewas

fairandatadshorterthanhim,Mhlengiwastalland

darkbuttheresemblanceandbodystructurewas

thesame.



Hisphonerangwhilsthewasbusyonthephone,he

answered.

"Fuze"shesaidsoftly

"Shortyiseverythingokay?"heaskedconcerned

"Imissyou"shesaidsniffing

"Imissyoutoo,I'msorryforbeingawayforsolong

butIwillmakeitalluptoyou.Howisthebaby?"he

asked

"Thebabyisgood,I'mjustalwaystired.Luminjalo

isgivingmeahardtime,thatchildissomething

elseMhlengi"shesaidwhining

"She'sjustachild"Mhlengisaid

"Youalwayssaythat,sheissodifficultIpromise

youoneofthesedaysI'mgoingtojoinyouthere"

shesaidwithabreakingvoice.

"Calmdownbaby,Iwilltalktoherinthemorning"

hesaid.



"PleasebecauseIwillbeatherandIwillkillher"she

saidsniffing

"Ohmypoorchild"Mhlengimumbled

"Poorchildyokunukayini?Youaresupposedto

say..poorme,I'mtheoneinapredicamentnot

Lumi"shespitfire.

"I'msorry…OK…Ohmypoorshorty"hesaid

sarcastically

"Mxmfuseg"shesaid

"Iwillsortitout,isMusathere?"heasked

"Yeshissleepinginthelounge"Thuladosaid

"OKgood,tomorrowstayhome.Iwilltellyouwhen

it'ssafeforyoutogobacktowork.Iloveyou"he

said

"I'mhorny"shesaidshyly

"OK,I'mgoingtothebathroomnow.Let'sdoavideo

call"hesaidsternlylookingattheguys

****



*MooiRiver*

AttheHospital

Thenext,itwaslunchtimeandMkhuzenijusta

finishedhavinghisfruitsalad,hehadastackof

pillstodrinkthereafteraspartofhismedication

course.Hisphonerangjustashewasaboutto

switchontheTVandtuneintosoccer.

"Hello"hesaiddissapointedbythecaller

"Baba"shesaidfrantically

"Yini?uzokhulumanomacha?"hesaidfustrated

(areyougoingtotalkornot)

"Wejustgotrobbedanhourago,wejustmanaged

tobreakthedooroftheroomtheylockedusinto,

theytookeverythingincludingthecars"shesaid

"What?"Mkhuzenisaidshocked,"Howdidthey



enter?Didyoucallthepolice?Didtheyhurtyou?"

heaskedworryingly

"Notheyjustmanhandledus,theyhadgunsinfront

ofthekids.Theytookourphones…everythingonly

clothesareleft.Icalledthepoliceusingtheland

line"shesaid

"Shit!"hesaidastounded,"Allofmycars?

Fuuuuuuuuck"hesaidgettingmoreworkedup

"awemaaaaah"shescreamedoutoftheblue

"yini?Whyareyouscreaming?"Mkhuzeniasked

startled

"Yourhouse…it'sburningbaba…weeeejesu"she

cried

"Aibo"hesaiddefeated,"Gotosafety…Iwillsend

mybrothertocomeandcheck…aibo

kwenzekalani!"heaskedrhetorically

Hehungupstillperplexed,thenacallcamethrough,

hesmiledwhenhesawthetrackerscallerID.



"Tellmegoodnews"hesaidheavingasigh

"Yazavolo,shlama30!WhatdidIsaytoyou?

Angishongoukuthiuzozwangathiuyasha…kunjani

mekunje?(didn'tIsayIwillcatchyou?Howare

thingsnow),Iwillmakealotofcashsellingyour

stuff,yourcarsareonthewaytothebordernow

andyouwillneverseethemagain.NexttimeIwill

doworse,carryonchallengingme…leaveThuladu

alonenx!OhbeforeIforget,comeandcollectyour

deaddog"hehungup

Mkhuzeni'seyeswereasbigassaucers,he

wonderedhowishedoingthiswhileinjail,he

dialedhiscopfriend.

"ShoNyambose"hesaid

"Ihaveathorninmyflesh,Iwanttoknowhowishe

reachingtomewhileinprison?"heaskedcutting

straighttothechase

"Hisgotconnections…simple,whichprison?"he



asked

"IthinkinWestville"hesaid

"Awthenhisatopdog,wedon'tmesswiththat

league.Wearesmallcomparetothosepeoplethat

side,thoseauthoritieshandlegangs"hesaid

dismissively

"SoImustjustsithereandaccept.Thatmanhired

peopletokillme,heransackedmyhouse…my

houseisonfireaswespeak"hesaidwithhischest

risingandfalling

"JustdowhathewantsNyamboseoryouwilldie.

Youaretooyoungtolivelikeafugitive…justgive

himwhathewantsandfocusonyourtenders"he

saidsternly

"Idon'tlikethis,imaginepayingforprotectionandI

getthis…fineke"hehungup

Hewasbesidehimselfbutthinkingofthe

investmentshislost,heckhewasstillpayingfor

thosemachines,hejustfinishedcustomizinghis



house.Hewastoofurioustoeventhinkabout

Thuladu,hedeletedhernumberandcursetheday

hemether.

****

Aweeklater

*Durban*

Thuladowassittinginthethecafeteriawitha

burgerandchipsinfrontofher,itwassoniceto

finallybefree.Mhlengiassuredherthatthe

problemwassolved,justaftershetookabiteofher

foodthenewdoctorfloppednexttoherwithhis

meal.

"MissMdletsheIhopeI'mnotimposing,youare

lessintimidatingthantheotherstaffmembers



aroundthehospital,I'mnewhere"hesaidopening

histakeawaybox

"AaahDrNwokoye!"Thuladosaidremembering

"IfeanyichukwubutyoucancallmeIfe,myname

it'stoolongandtoocomplicatedifyouaren't

Nigerian,onlymyparentscallmebyfullwhenI'm

beingreprimanded"hegiggled

"IwillsticktoIfe,whatdoesitmean?"Thulado

askedcuriously

"ItmeansNooneisgreaterthanGod,thatGodis

mostpowerfulandyoursitsoundslikeanexotic

name"hechuckled

"Wellit'snot,justanerrorfromhomeaffairsbutmy

nameisThuladuanditmeanstokeepquiet"hesaid

shyly

"Wow!I'msurethere'sastorybehindthat?Why

keepquiet?"heaskedinquisitively

"MydadsaidIwaspeacefulandquietasababyso

hesawthenamebefitting,andboydidIfollowmy

name.IknowhemeantwellandIloveitbutI'm



suchacoward"shesaiddissapointed

"Ithinkyouarenaturallysweetbutouttherewe

havebullieswhomdon'tappreciatepeacefulpeople.

Ilikeit,focusonthepositivemeaningbehindyour

name,lookatmeforinstance.Ifindithardtofollow

mynamewhenthingsaren'tgoingrightinmylife,I

forgetthatnooneisgreaterthanGod"hesaid

chortling

"IguessIshouldembracemyquietnature"she

heavedasigh

"Yes!Iseethatyourovenisbaking…congratsIhave

twokids"hesaid

"Ihavegirltwinsaswell"Thuladosmiled,"Thisone

mustbeaboysoIcanclose"shesaid

"Whoistheluckyguy?"heaskedbeingtoonosy

"Youwouldn'tknowhimbuthiseverythingtome"

shesaidblushing

"Luckyyou,IamstuckwithawifeIdonotwant.My

parentsforcedmetomarrythisgirlIgrewupwith,

she'ssweetandallbutIneverwantedtomarryher.



NowwehavetwochildrenandI'mstillnothappy"

hesaidsadly,heclosedhisboxfloppingfurtherinto

hisseat

"I'msorryaboutthat,whereisshe?Thisisbadto

thebothofyoubecauseshewon'tknowhowit

feelstobelovedandyouwon'tknowhowitfeelsto

bewithsomeonethatyoulove…thisishorrible"she

said.

"Tellmeaboutit"hesighed,"she'sbackathome,I

wantedtoworkfarfromhersoIdon'thurtherby

beingadouchebagbutI'mexhausted"hesaid

"Haveyouspokentoyourparents?"sheasked

"Myparentsaretraditional,accordingtothemthey

foundmeanicegirl,agoodwifematerialthat'sall

thatmatters…theywon'thearme"hesaid

"Thisishorrible"sheglancedatherwatch,"won't

youlookatthat,lunchisover"shesaid.

"Damnit,Ididn'tevenfinishmyfood…youcangoI

willgoblethisrealquick,I'mrightbehindyou"

Thuladostoodonherfeetandleft



****

*WestvillePrison*

Mhlengidialedthenumberhefoundduringhis

search,hisheartpoundedhardwhatifheiswrong?

butGodknowshowhappyhewouldbetofinda

brother.Itwasringingandthepersonontheother

endpickedup.

"Hello"
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Chapter49

*Durban*

"Hello"thepersonontheotherendsaidagain

"Hi…uhm…amIspeakingtoFrank?"Mhlengiasked

"No!I'mLuke"hesaid,"Wrongnumber"headded

Mhlengihungpinchingthebridgeofhisnose,this

wasprovingtobedifficult,hewasactuallysadand

dissapointed.Hisemotionswereheightenedand

readytotalktoapossiblebrotherofhis,onlytohit

adeadend,hesatonthebedburyinghisheadin

hishands.Njabulowalkedlookingtired,hewas



limpingbutworkneededtobedone.

"ExcusemeKruger,Iwantedtofindoutifthelady

managedtogetthemoney.Iwouldreallylove

sleepingonaspongeatleastmybackiskillingme"

Njabulosaid.

"Eyfusegwena,didyoucleanthebathroom?"

Mhlengiaskedharshly,hewasn'tinthemood

"YesIdid"hesaidsadly

"Nowleavemealone"Mhlengisaid

Hecouldaskforhelpbuthedidn'twantpeopleto

knowhisvulnerability,helikestoactlikehedoesn't

careandthatthingsdon'taffecthimbutwhenhis

alone…hisamess.Hecriedhimselftosleepwhen

hefoundoutthatThuladuactuallywentaheadand

gotaman,butnooneknowsthatbecausehisa

Krugerandthere'snoroomforweakness.

Hismindwasracing,itmadesensethough.



LubanziandLuminjaloareidenticaltwinsjustlike

FredandFrank,mayhissoulrestinpeacehe

thoughttohimself.Hetriedgettinginformation

fromhisdrunkarduncle'sbutitwasanepicfail,

theywerejustmessingaroundmakingupstories.

Allhewantedtoknowisifhisfatherhadanaffair

andmadechildrenoutsideofhismarriagewithhis

motherbecauseforthelongestoftime,hewasthe

onlychild.

Hewassoemotionalheneededtotalktohis

anchor,someonetoholdhiminplace,hedialedhis

shorty.Tohisdissapointmentwhenshorty

answereditwaschaosinthebackground,the

childrenwerescreaming.

"Kwenzenjan?"Mhlengiaskedinalowvoice

"Isweartoyou,I'mgoingtokillthesechildren"

Thuladosaidthroughgrittedteeth

"Youneedtocalmdown,youcannottakeoutallof

yourfustrationonthechildren"Mhlengisaidsternly



"Fustrations?Howaboutyoucomeoutofthatcell

anddoyourjobasafather.I'mtiredOK!LikeIhave

reachedtoapointwhereIamexhausted,I'm

pregnant,I'mworkingandthesechildrenwantme

deadstruuGod"shesniffed

Mhlengiputhisonehandonhisfacecoveringhis

eyes,sheactuallycouldpictureThulado.Shewas

probablyright,surelyit'snoteasybeingasingle

parentwithnopermanenthelp,hekeptquiet

listeningtotwinswail.Ontopofhervoicewas

Luminjaloyoucouldswearshehadabrokenlegor

something,shebeltingitoutmilkingittotally.

Thuladothrewsomethingather,itsoundedasif

shewasrunningawaybecausehercriesfaded

away.

"Andyou?Whatarelookingat?"Thuladoshouted,

probablyatLubanzisinceLuminjaloranaway

"I'msorrymummy"shesaidsoftly

"Heretalktoyourfather"Thuladosaidgivingherthe



phone

Thulado'svoicetrailedoffasshescreamedfor

Lumitocomeback.Mhlengiclearedhisthroatand

begantospeaktohisdaughter.

"Whyareyouintroublewithmommy"heasked

"Iwasjustdoingascienceexperimentwithmilk

andfoodcoloring,IsawitonTVwhenmomwas

sleeping.DaddyIsweartoGodIpouredatinybitin

myplate"ThuladowalkedbackinwhileLubanzi

wasexplainingtoherfather,sheleanedonthewall

quietlysoshedoesn'tdisturbher,"Iputblue,red,

pink,orangeandgreenbecausethosearetheonly

colorsmomhasinthecupboard,thenpouredatiny

bitofmilkinthemiddlethenitdidmagicdaddy,it

pushedthecoloursintodifferentdirectionsmaking

abeautifulcolorsplash"shesaidexcitedly

"Istilldon'tunderstandthepartthatmademom

upset"Mhlengisaid



"Oh!"Lubisaidlookingdown,"WellIkindofdidn't

askforpermissionbutIwascarefulwhenIclimbed

onthechair,thenLumicameanddippedherhands

onmycolorsplashandmadehandprintson

mommy'swall"shesaid

"Ohohoh"Mhlengisaidcringingbutholdingina

laugh,Thulado'sangerisjustified,thelittleartist

wasatplay

"Firstofallyourscienceexperimentsoundsreally

nice,itwasabrilliantideatotryitoutbutinthe

futurepleaseaskforpermissionbecauseyoucould

havefallenandhurtyourselfwhileyouwere

climbingonthechair,mommy'sright,alsothen

momwasgoingtomonitoryourlittleprojectand

I'msureLumiwouldn'thavedonewhatshedidif

momwaswatchingyouright?"Mhlengiprobed.

"Right"Lubiagreed

"Nowyouneedtodotherightthingandcallyour

sisterforme"Mhlengisaid

Lubanziputthephonedown,Mhlengiwascould



hearherapologizingtoThuladothenLumistarted

cryingalloveragain,sheevenhadhiccups.She

pickedupthephoneandwailedinMhlengi'sear,he

shookhisheadsmiling…Luminjalodefinitelythe

littlestinkernodoubt.

"Luminjalo!"Mhlengicalledheroutsternly,she

quicklywipedhertearsandcollectedherself

"Daddy"shesaidinawhineyvoice

"Kwenzenjan?"heasked

"Mommyhitmewithhershoe"shesaidinababy

voicethenshefakedacough

"Whydidmommyhityouwithashoe?"Mhlengi

asked

"Idon'tknow"shesaidthrowingherhands

dramaticallyintheairresumingherfakecrying

"EyeyStop!Stop!"Mhlengisaidsternly,Luminjalo

haltedimmediately,it'snoteverydayyouhear

Mhlengihardenhisalreadydeepvoiceathiskids.

"Don'tactlikeyoudon'tknowwhatyoudid,firstof



allyoudippedyourlittlehandsinLubanzi'sproject,

that'snotnice.Ifitwasyoursyouwouldhave

thrownafitbutyetyoudidtohersanywaybecause

youareLuminjaloasifthat'snotenoughyou

decoratedmom'shousewithyourtinyhandprints"

Mhlengisaid

"Itlooksniceit'sjustthatmomdoesn'tlikethe

colorsperhaps?"sheasked,Mhlengiheldinalaugh

tryingnottobreakthatseriousaffairhehadgoing,

Thuladotriedtomaintainherangryfaceaswell.

Thecallwasinloudspeakersotheycouldhear

everything.

"itmaylooknicebutstillit'smom'shouseandit's

herrules,she'sthebossandyoubetterlistentoher

orIwillcomethereandspankyouwithmybig

daddyshoe"hesaid.

"Notthebigdaddyshoethatwillmakemysmall

bumssore"Luminjalosaidinshock

"Wellthat'swhatcomingyourwayifyoudon'tlisten

tomummy,remembershe'sworkinghardandshe's

carryingalittlebabyinherstomach"Mhlengisaid.



"Alrightdaddy"sheturnedaroundandsaid"I'mso

sorrymybeautifulmummy"

"OK,nowgogetabucketbecauseyouarecleaning

thismessup"Thuladosaid

"ButIsaidsorry"shecomplained

"AndIsaidOKbutthemesswon'tcleanitself"

Thuladosaid

"Iwillhelpyou"Lubanzisaid

"Thankyousomuch,youarethebestsisterinthe

wholewideworld"Lumisaidexcitedly

"Iloveyougirls"Mhlengisaid

"Weloveyoutoobaba"Theysaiddissapearinginto

corridor

"I'msorry!"MhlengisaidtoThulado

"It'sokay…howareyou?"Sheaskedfloppingonthe

chair,shewasnowholdingthephoneinherhand

****



Nomzamofoundhercarcoveredinrotteneggsin

theschoolparkinglot,heaskedthesecuritybutno

onesawanything.Sheenduredthesmelltillshe

arrivedhome,shefilledabucketwithsoapywater

andascoopofcomfortfabricconditionerand

beganwashingtheeggsplattersoff,itwas

bewilderingthatithappenedatherworkplace.It

couldbefromthestudents,childrenatschoolthese

daysbehavedliketheyarepossessedbydemons,

youcan'tevenreprimandachildwithoutfearingfor

yourlife.Thereforeteachersteachthosewhowant

tolearnandleavethosethatdon'twant,shewas

pantingwhenshewasfinishedthensheresorted

backintothehouse,sheshoweredandchanged

intomorecomfortableclothes.

Shewasnowfixingherselfasandwichandcold

drinkasacheatonceaweek,shewenttositin

frontoftheTVcatchinguponhershowsand

beforesheknewitshefellasleep.Anhourlatershe

wokeupandrealizedthatshedidn'tpreparedinner,



sheyawnedandstretchedheadingtothekitchen,

butshewentblankshedidn'tknowwhattomake.

Sheheardthedooropened,itwasFrankforsure.

"Zamo!"hecalledfromthedoor,hemadehiswayto

thekitchen.Hesmiledwhenhesawherrestedon

thekitchencounter,hehuggedandkissedher.

"AreyouOK?"heaskedconcerned

"Yeah…I'mjustexhausted,IfellasleepbeforeI

couldevencook"shesaid

"Don'tstress,Iwillcook.Goandrest"hesaid

dissapearingtotheroom

Nomzamotookoutthechopsfromthefreezer

alongwithsomefrozenvegetables,shedefrosted

themeatinthemicrowaveandplacedtheveggies

inwateronthesinkthenshewentbacktositonthe

couch.AfteracoupleofminutesFrankreturnedall

freshandsmellinggood.



"SowhatamImakingtoday?"heaskedflopping

nexttoNomzamo

"Idefrostedmeatthatside,youcandowhatever

youwant"shesaid

"OK,letmegoandstart,stayrighthere.Iwill

massageyourfeetandsharewithyoumygood

news"

"Tellmethenewsfirst"Nomzamowhined

"WellIdon'tknowwhyIdidn'tthinkofthisbefore

butrememberthatallourpropertiesgotburnt?We

coveredallourpropertieswithinsurancewhich

meansIcouldgoandclaim,allthefire'sstarted

withanelectricalfaultsoII'mheadedthere

tomorrow"Franksaidexcitedly

"Really,youcouldrebuildFredSimmonsInc?"

Nomzamoasked

"IcouldthoughIdon'thaveclientsanymore,after

whathappenedIdon'tthinkanyonewillwantto

workwithme"hesaidsadly

"Sowhatisyourplan?"sheasked



"Myhelpermanagedtosaveourdocumentsfrom

thefire,soIhaveeverythingbutastowhatIwilldo

thereafterI'mnotsureyet"Hesaid

"Wewillhavetoprayaboutit,lettheLordguideyou

thistimearound"shereplied

"True"hesaidstaringintospace

"Mycarwaseggedatworktoday,canyouimagine?

IhadtocleanitwhenIarrivedherehencewhyIfell

asleep.Idon'tseemyselfteachingfortherestof

mylifenotwhenschoolkidshavebecomethis

unruly"shescoffed

"Surelysomebodysawsomething"Franksaid

alarmed

"Iaskedthesecuritybuthewasjustasperplexed"

Nomzamosaid

"NoharmshouldcometoyouandthebabyorIwill

personallygoandstranglealloftheminthatschool,

ifit'sthechildrenIwillteachthemalessontheywill

neverforget"hesaidangrily

"Iwillfindouttomorrow"shesaid,"Goandcookit's



gettinglate"shesaidhittinghisshoulder

Frankstoodupandmadehiswaytothekitchen.

****

*Thenextday*

Frankhadapromisingoutcomefromthemeeting,

thoughtheyweren'twillingtopayforeverythingat

firsthethreatenedtotakeitfurtherwithlawyer's

eventhoughatthebackofhismindhedidn'thave

singlecenttospare.Itworked,nowallhis

documentsweretobeprocessedandtheywould

getbacktohim,hedecidedtogoforcoffeeatthe

mallthereafterjusttobeonewithhisthoughts.It

wasthewayhemissedFred,lifewasstillweird

withouthimandthefactthathewasnotabletogo

tohisgraveandjustconnect,hefeltrobbedthathe

couldn'tgivehimanormalburial.



Hiscoffeearrived.Whilehewassippingonhis

Americanohenoticedafamiliarwoman,shewalked

intoFegohandinhandwithanotherman.She

seemedhappyandthatawakenedhisemotions,

thiswasmeanttobehisbrothersgirl.Without

thinkinghewalkeduptothem.

"Shomfethu"Franksaidtotheguybutthemanjust

frozelookingathim,"Nana!"Franksaidsadly

"Leavemealone,staythehellawayfromme"Nana

wavedherlittlefingertowardsFrank

"Nanaweneedtotalk,pleasehearmeout?"Frank

pleaded

"Nothappening!Iknowyouknewwhatyourbrother

didtomeandtheaudacitytolieabouthimloving

me.Itwasbetterknowingthatyouaredead,now

seeingyouremindsmeofFred…apartofmylifeI

wanttoburyindepthsofearthsoIdon'teverrelive

itagain,sopleaseleavemealone"Nanasaid



"I'msorry…I'msorryforeverything.Fredwantedto

change,hewantedtoleavethatlifesohecouldbe

withyou,Iknowhediedasadman.Hereallyloved

youI'msorry"Franksaidwithglisteningeyes,the

littlealtercationgotthemanaudiencejustatthe

entranceofthecoffeeshop

"Idon'tbelieveyouandIdon'tcare.Herobbedme

ofachancetobeamothersoscrewandhimand

you…comeonbabelet'sgo"Nanasaidpullingher

partneroutoftheestablishment

Frankquicklycaughthistears,hewentstraightto

thetillstopaythenhewalkedout.Hebumpedinto

awomanpushingababypram,hequickly

apologizedwithoutlookingandresumedhisescape

fromthethepryingeyes.

"Frank!"avoicecalledoutinthecrowd.Frank

stoppedtolookbackbutuponrealizingwhoiswas

hescurriedouthurriedly,itwasalmostlikehispast

wasstartingtocatchupwithhim.Heranoutofthe



mallandonlystoppedwhenhereachedtherank.

****

MeanwhilePhindileputherhandonherhead,she

mustbedreamingtothinkthatFrankwasstillalive,

shefeltsillyforcallinghimoutlikethat,people

mustthinkshe'scrazy.Shechuckledtoherself,the

nannyfrownedatherandrecommencedpushing

thepramafterthatcarelessmanalmosttrippedher

andthebaby…"peopleneededtowatchwherethey

weregoing",shethoughttoherself.

TheywalkedintoSpurandallPhindilecouldthink

aboutwasFrank,thatfatefuldayhefvckedher

brainlessinSenzo'shouse,itwasthemostinsane

thingshe'severdoneandbecauseofthatshewill

neverforgethim,heleftherwantingmoreandmore.

SurelySenzowasjealousofthem,theywerea

catchPearlwasproof.Thoughitwasnaughtybut

thosesteamysessionsweretoogoodnottoenjoy



andSenzohadtobeawizard..Goodriddanceto

badrubbishshethoughttoherself.

"Didyouseethemanthatbumpedintoyou"

Phindileaskedthenanny

"No,Iwastoomad,healmostknockedmeover"

shesaidirritably

"HelookslikesomeoneIknow,it'sapityIdidn'tget

toseehimproperly.Rumorhasitthathediedina

firebuttherewasnofuneral.Thosepeoplewere

richI'msureitwasgoingtobeabigoneifhereally

died"Phindilesaid

"Somepeopleliketokeepthingsdiscreetmaybe

that'swhathappened"Thenannysaid

"Perhaps!Butthosemencanfvck"shesaidlicking

herlips

"AikewenamaPyouhaveaman,stopthinking

aboutothermenplease"shesaidchuckling

"DoIevenhaveaman"shesaidrollinghereyes,

"Yesyoudo…nowareweheretotalkortoeat?"the



nannysaidchangingthesubject

Awaitercamewithalittlenotepad,heintroduced

himselfandtookdowntheirorder.
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Chapter50

*Durban*



There'snoshadowYouwon'tlightup

MountainYouwon'tclimbup

Comingafterme

There'snowallYouwon'tkickdown

LieYouwon'tteardown

Comingafterme

Oh,theoverwhelming,never-endingrecklessloveof

God

Oh,itchasesmedown,fights'tilI'mfound,leaves

the99

Icouldn'tearnit,Idon'tdeserveit,stillYougive

yourselfaway

Oh,theoverwhelming,never-endingrecklessloveof

God

Nomzamosangthatsongsoftlyassherubbedher

stomach,shehasbeenrecklessforhoursandher



lowerabdomenstartedreleasingalittlesting.

Insteadofpanickingshestartedsingingthissong

byCoryAsbury-Recklesslove,overandoveruntil

shewasintears.Frankwasnowkneelingnextto

herwithhiseyesclosed,Nomzamobeltedoutin

prayer.

"Mountainsmaystandbeforeusbutbythemention

ofyourNameitshallbecastintotheseasbecause

youaretruetoyourwordohGod,I'mrestlessand

weepingaimlesslybutIknowyouaretensteps

aheadofme,wearekneelingbeforeyouasyour

childrenandweaskforyourprotection,coverus

withyourblood.Guideusintheway,youtoldus

thatthywordisthelampuntoourfeetsandthe

lightuntoourpaths…showusthewayHeavenly

Father.Ibringourunbornbaby,Ispeakgoodhealth

andsafedeliveryinJesusName,thedevilshall

forgetournames,ouraddressheshallknowusno

more.IbringFrank'sprojectstoyoucreatorofthe

heavensandearth,lettheinsurancecompanycall

uswithgoodnews.Letallfundsbereleasedand



mayyousendtherightpeoplehisway,peoplethat

willhelphimbuildsomethingpositive.Youhave

givenhimachancetostartoveronaclean

slate...allourhopeisinyou"Shequietendown

whensheheardFrankmumblingaprayerunderhis

breath,shesangthesongoncemoreandlethimto

continuewithhisprayer.

"Amen"Franksaidwhenhewassatisfied

Nomzamojumpedoutofbedandwaddledintothe

bathroomFrankfollowedherlikealostpuppy.

"Thankyouforalwaysprayingforme,thoughyou

scaredmetoday…areyoualright?"Heasked

"Yeah,Iwasjustrestless.It'salmostlikeweare

goingtobetriedandthefirstthingIthoughtabout

wasyourmeetingwiththeinsurancepeople"She

saidsittingonthetoiletseat

"Hopefullyeverythingwillgowell"Hesaid

tighteninghislips,"I'mthinkingthatmoneyisstill



dirtymoney,whatifthePhantomburnseverything

again.I'mscepticalallofasudden"headded

"Mathew21:22Andallthings,whatsoeveryeshall

askinprayer,believing,yeshallreceive.Sodon't

worryGodwillbreakeverychainandyouwillget

everysinglecent"Nomzamoreplied

"Pleaseruboffsomeofyourfaithonme"hesaid

flashingasmile

Nomzamofinishedurinating,shewipedherselfand

cleanedherhands.Frankcontinuedwalkingbehind

herasshemadeherwaybacktothebedroom,they

bothhoppedintobedwhileconversing.

****

*Nextday…*

Nanawasenjoyingherdayoff.Sheoptedtospend



thistimewithSfiso,thingshavebeenmarvelous

betweenthetwo.Shestartedbeingcomfortablein

herskinonceagain.Theywerecuddlinginbedin

Sfiso'shouse.

"Sowhatisitthatyoudo?Andwhatwereyoudoing

inMpofanahonestly?"Nanaaskedwhileshedrew

circlesonhischest

"I'macop…adetectivefortheSapstobeprecise.I

wenttohelpafriendoutwithsomeissuesinMooi

River"hesaid

"OK,IwouldlikeapologizeforthewayIcarried

myselfatthecoffeeshop"Shesaid

"Noneed,whoisthatguy?HelookslikeMhlengi"

Sfisosaid

"Oh…nowthatyouhavementioneditbutthat's

Frank,hisFred'stwin"Shesaidsadly.

"Oh,theonewhowaspresumeddead?"heasked.

"Yeahthatone!"shereplied

"Maybeyoushouldhearhimout,thiscouldbethe



closureyouneed"Sfisoadvised

"It'snouse"shesaiddismissingthetopic

****

Thuladopackedherstuff,shehadtorushhometo

relievethechildren'saupair,thisindependent

womanslashsinglemotherwasn'tawalkinthe

park.Somedayswerebetterthantheother,she

promisedthegirlsamovienightandsheknows

bestnottobreakherpinkiepromise.Sheclosedher

eyesandthankedtheLordforaproductiveday,she

hoistedherbagandleft.Shejustlockedher

drawersbutleftitopensothatthecleanercanhave

access.Beforeshecouldevenstepoutthebuilding

DrNwokoyecalledoutforher.

"Nurse!…missMdletshe!"Hesaidbreathless

"HeyIfe!Iseverythingalright?"Thuladoasked

"No!…I'mgoingtoperformanemergencyceaserean



andIneedanAPRN(AdvancedPracticeRegistered

nurse)couldyoupleasehelpme?"hesaid

pleadingly

"Pleasetellmeyouarejoking,Ineedtogethometo

mykids.Nightshiftshouldbeherealready"

Thuladosaidannoyed.

"YouaretheonlyAPRNavailablerightnow,please

hurry.Thebabyisindistress"Ifesaidrunningback

intothehospital

"Great!Justgreatnxa!"Thuladosaidpushingher

bigstomachbackintothehospital

Shequicklygotintohersurgeryscrubs,she

messagedtheaupairtohangonalittlelonger

sinceshe'shavinganemergencyatwork,shealso

textedMhlengi.Shecoveredherhairandshoesand

leftforthetheater,Ifewasalreadytherewithhis

tools.

"Istheanesthetisthere?"Thuladoasked



"Yes!Hefinishedhispartandhisshiftisover"Ife

answeredherfocusingonthewomanwhowas

panicking.

TheTheaterstafffussedoverthepregnantladyas

Ifestartedtheprocedure.Thuladorestednexttothe

patientsheadandstartedtellingheraboutthe

process,thenshewenttohelptheobstetricianwho

isnoneotherthanIfeNwokoye.Thepairtagged

teamthedeliveryofabouncingbabyboy.

Meanwhileathometheaupairreceivedacallthat

hermotherwasrushedtohospital,shetookthe

twinsanddroveoffwiththempanicking.

****

*Unknowndestination*



Thespirithoveredaroundthefaceofearth

searchingforanewhome,it'sbeenlongsinceit

wasrejuvenatedwiththegiftoflife.Itknewthat

findingavesselwasaneasytaskbutfindinga

warmhomewasthehardthing.Intheoutskirtsof

Kwa-Zulunataltheshimmeringwatersofthe

umthavunaRiverfoundfavorfromthisspirit,it

landedjoyously.Itformedanillusionarounditso

thatonlythosewhoareseekingcanfindit,andto

thosewhomareobliviouswillseejustalake.

ThePhantominitiatedthewaterbycreating

bubbles,itswamtoandfromarkingitsterritoryand

whenitwassatisfieditsunkdeepintothestill

watersandwaitedforitsnextprey.

Agroupofboystookofftheirclothesandjumped

intotheriverskinnydipping,theirlaughsfilledthe

airasthewatercooledtheirbodiesfromthe

scorchingsun.Suddenlyoneboystartedflapping

hisarmsasifthoughsomethingispullinghim.The



otherstriedtohelphimoutofthewaterbuthe

drowneddisappearing,theotherboysswamoutof

fear.Theysatthereforacoupleofminutesscared

togoreportbecausetheywerepulledbytheearnot

toswiminthatriver,eventuallytheydecidedto

braveitoutandgohomeandtelltheparents.The

confusion,thetraumaandhurt.

Thecommunityquicklygatheredaroundtheriver,

thepoliceandtherescueteamwascalledtohelp

lookfortheboy.

©ZamaGambusheYenga,2021
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Iwasn'tplanningtowritetoday,spentmydaywith



familybutNthabisaidpleasedosmallsmall
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Chapter51

*WestvillePrison*

Mhlengiwalkedinslowlyhissmilebroadenitwas

almostreachinghisears,hiswhiteteethand

dimplesbutteringThuladuwhowassittingonthe

chair.ShecametoseeMhlengiinprison,Mhlengi

haltedmidwayadmiringhisshortyThuladoblushed



playingwithherhands.Thewardenwantedtodie,

hefoundthissoannoying.

"Awkodwaicherieyami,doyouknowhowniceit

feelstoseeyouinperson.Idon'tknowwhyyou

don'tcomehereoften"hesaidstillstanding

exposinghisbrackets

"Eh,ifIwasn'ttendingtoyourtroublesomechildren

andjugglingapregnancywithademandingjob,

maybeIwouldspendmostofmytimehere"

Thuladoreplied

"Comehere!"hepulledherintohug,hecrouched

smoochingherbigbellyallover,thenhestoodon

hisfeetwhilegropingherassandsqueezingit,he

kissedher.Thewardenclearedhisthroat,Mhlengi

stoppedandwinkedathim,thewardenjustglared

athim.Mhlengiretreatedputtinghishandsinthe

airlettingThuladogo."Howareyoushorty?"hesaid

pullingthechairforhertosit

"I'mexhausted"shesaidheavingasigh

"Whenareyougoingonmaternity?"Heasked



"Onmy8thmonth,butseemssofar.Ican'ttakeit

anymore.Theincompetencyatworkisappalling,

I'mpregnantbutIfindmyselfworkingmoreharder

thantheothers…it'sjustnotfair"shesaidwhining

"Whenicomeout,allthiswillbeover"hesaid

assuringher

"Ireallyneedyou,I'mtiredMhlengi"shesaid

poutingthenshecried,Mhlengiputhishands

togetherbegginglookingatthewarden,heshook

hisheadandshruggedhisshoulder.Mhlengithen

satnexttoThulado,hertummywastoobigforhim

tocradleher.

"Youaresuchastrongwoman,Iadmireyouso

much.Iwillneverstopapologizingformakingyou

gothroughthisalone.It'sfunnybecausewhenI

dreamedofhavingchildren,Ialwayshadapicture

ofmeinthemidstofitallandnowyouareoutthere

andI'mhere.Iwillmakeituptoyou,Ipromise

nonethelessyouareawesome!"hesaidkissingher

"AyayyounotsupposedtobetouchingNgcobo,

what'swrongwithhumankindkanti?Yougivea



personahandandnowtheywantthewholearm"

thewardencomplained

"Awwardenicherieyamiiyakhala,Ican'tjustsit

hereandwatchher,thisispreciouscargoright

here…can'tyouseewarden?"Mhlengisaid

pleadingly

"Ididn'tmaketherulesNgcobo,tonedownthe

inappropriatetouching"Hesaidsternly

"Yini?Arewemakingyourrodtwitch?"hechuckled,

"Youcouldjustcloseyoureyes"headded

"AyMhlengi!"Thuladocalledhimoff,thewarden

shookhisheadslightlysmiling

Thepairdivertedtheirattentionbacktoeachother.

"Sowhat'sthestorywiththeaupair?"Mhlengi

asked

"She'sgreatwiththekidsandIunderstandshehad

nochoiceandyoushouldn'tbehardonher.

Apparentlyhermothersufferedastroke,anditwas



afterhoursshewasjustbeingkind"Thuladosaid

"Ohshit!OKit'sjustified.Ijustdon'twantmykidsto

beexposedto,strangers.Perhapsnexttimeshe

shoulddropthemoffbySharon?"Mhlengi

suggested

"Except,weareinGlenwoodandSharonisumngeni

that'swaytoofar.Itwasaonceoffthing,it'snot

herfault"Thuladosaid

"Ihearyoubutstill"Mhlengisaid

"Ican'twaitforyoutocomeandacquireyoursetof

greyhairsfromyourbeloveddaughters,Iswearyou

probablythinkingI'mexaggerating"Thuladogiggled

"Theyarejustkids…enoughaboutthem.Howare

you?Areyoutakingcareofyourself.Thespa

treatments,ohandIneedafavorfromyou"hesaid

excitedly

"I'mfine,whenIgetthetimeIdogoforthe

treatment…what'sthefavor?"sheasked

"Ineedyoutotakeapictureforme,similarlikethe

oneItookwhenyouwerepregnantwiththetwins.



JustputatimeronthecamerabutmakesureIcan

seeyourtattoos…please"Mhlengibegged

"YohdoyouthinkIhavetimeforthatseriously?"

shesaidscoffing,"Ihavestretchmarksthistime

around"sheadded

"HaveIevercomplained?Please"hegrovelled

somemore

"FineIwilldoit"Mhlengipunchedtheairerratically

****

Phindileputherbagonherteacherstablereadyto

leave,stillnooneknowswhoeggedhercarbutat

leastnowthesecurityisalert,heactuallypatrols

aroundtheschoolinsteadofjustsittingbythegate

postwithhiseyesgluedtohisphone.Phindile

dialedFrank,shewasquiteanxiousabouthis

followupmeetingwiththeinsurancecompany,

rumorhasitthatitcoulddragoutformonthsbefore

thefundsarereleased.Frank'sphonerang.



"Zamo!"hesaid

"Heybabehowzitgoing?"sheasked

"I'mthirdinline,thequeueismovingslow"he

replied

"OhOK,I'malsopackinguptoleave,rememberGod

isincontrol.Iloveyou"shesaid

"Iloveyoutoo,Iwillseeyoulater"Franksaid

Nomzamohungupandheadedtotheparkinglot,

justwhenshewasabouttostarthercaracallcame

through.

"Hello"shesaidfrowning

"yawenasfebesebornagain!Iwonderhowdoyou

sleepatnight,mysonissufferingbecauseofyou.

Whycouldn'tyoujustleaveNjabuloalone?Nowhis

injailandI'mlefttopickupthepieces…uthi

angiyondlenganilenganemina?(withwhatmustI



feedthischild)itwillnotbewellwithyouNomzamo,

mytearswillnotfallonrockyground.IfyouthinkI

willsufferalonethenyouhaveanotherthing

coming,watchyourback.NjabuloandIwerehappy

untilyoucamealongandchangedhimforthe

worsesfebe…youbusyhidingbehindchurch

whereasyouarerottentothecorebusyopening

yourlegsandbreakingpeople'srelationships,then

yougotochurchandscreamJesus…fire….Iwill

showyou"shespat

"SoinotherwordsIwassupposedtojustclosemy

eyesandpretendlikeNjabulodidn'talmostkillme

andmyunbornchild?DoyouknowIhada

protectionorderagainsthim?Ididn'twantyour

mananymorebutbecausehiscrazyinhisheadhe

justwouldn'tstop.NowI'msorryaboutjuniorbut

mylifewasonthelinehereandsisiifthere's

someoneyoushouldbeangryathere…it'sNjabulo

notme,Ididn'tknowyoutwoweredating,inmy

knowledgehecheatedonmewithyouandyoufell

pregnant"Nomzamosaid

"Youtalksh!t!EveryoneknowsthatNjabuloandI



havebeentogetherforyears,don'tcomewiththat

bullsh!t,I'msurehelearnthislessonwiththe

beatinghegotfromyourmantherewasnoneedfor

youtohavehimlockedupforsomanyyears.What

amtodoNomzamo?"shecried

"I'msorry",shepausedfeelingconflicted,"IguessI

didn'tthinkthisfarbutit'stoolatenow,Iwas

scaredformylifetooOK…hehadagunandhewas

kickingmystomach,hecouldhavekilledme"she

saidsadly

"Buthedidn't,hewasjustmad.Nomzamoitwillnot

bewellwithyouIsweartoGod.Yousleeping

peacefullyinyourman'sarmswhileI'msoakingmy

pillowswet,it'sfinebutIwillhavethelastlaugh.

Youthinkyouhaveitallfiguredout,weshallsee"

shehungup

"Excuseme!"Nomzamosaidgettingworkedup,"Nx

backtothesender,hawuimihlolayami"shesaid

puttingherphoneinherbag.

Shereversedandhitthegasleavingtheschool.



****

Frankwasdoingsomeresearchonherphone,he

hadplentyofbusinessideasbuttheyallneeded

capital.HisstylewasdifferentfromFred'sandhe

didn'twantsomethingthatwillforcehimtospend

hisdayscoupedupintheoffice,hewantedtobe

outtheregettinghishandsdirty.Theclickingof

heelscaughteveryone'sattention,theladywas

wearingapeeptoeankleheeledboots,Frank

traveledupheryellowlegsandforthelongestof

timeshewasjustbareuntilhiseyesreachedthe

ruggeddenimbumshortsslightlyshowingherbutt

cheeks.Theladyhadabodytodiefor,thehipsand

theass…thiswasdefinitelyasinthensheadorned

herselfwithafloraltanktop,finallyhearrivedatthe

destinationbuthiseyesquicklylookedawayupon

realizingwhoitwas.

"Frank"shescreamedwalkinghisdirection,"Frank



it'sreallyyou!"shesaid

"Next"theladyinthecubiclesaid,Frankstoodup

headingthere,completelyignoringher.

Shegawkedathimindisbelief,shescoffed

dissapearinginoneoftheoffices.Afteralong

processofsigningformsandscanningof

fingerprints.Franklefttheplacegloomy,hestillhad

towaitbecauseapparentlytheywerestill

processingeverything.Hecaughtaglimpseof

concretebenchesjustbythewaterfountainoutside

theoffices,heneededaminutetogatherhimself

beforegoinghometoNomzamo.Hewastiredof

dissapointingher,soonhischildwillbebornandhe

wasbrokeasapiecrust,itwasembarrassingfor

someonewhohadallthemoneyintheworld.

Hewassolostinthoughtsthathecouldn'teven

heartheladyclickhershoeswalkinghisdirection.



"YouknowIcanmakeyoufeelbetter"shesaid

sittingnexttohim

"Phindilerest!"Franksaiddismissively

"Whydidyoupretendlikeyoudied"Sheasked

curiously

"Ididn'tpretend,that'swhateveryonethought,

includingyou.Iwasn'tinthatbuilding"heanswered

"Isittrue?"sheaskedlookingstraightinhiseyes

"What?"Frankaskedirritably

"Thatyouwereinacult,thatyoudidn'tbringina

sacrificesoyourkingdomcrumbledhencethefires"

shearchedhereyebrow

"Iknowyourboyfriendisthemanagerinthis

building,sonowwhatdoyouthinkhewouldsay

seeingyouherewithme?"Frankaskedchanging

thequestion

"Hismarried,hedoesn'tcontrolmylife,butImust

saynoonecanfvckmethewayyoudiddaddy"she

saidputtingherbarelegonFrank'slap

"Youneedtostopwiththiskindofbehavior



becauseitwilllandyouinhotwateroneday,girls

likeyouarepreyinthisworld.Allthewickedness

haseyesonyoubecauseyouaresoeasyand

welcoming.Giveyourselfalittleloveandfocus

Phindile"hesaidpushingherlegaway

"Youusetofvckeveryholeinmeandyoulovedit

sopleasedon'tcomehereandactholy.Don'tyou

darejudgemeFrank,IlivemylifethewayIwantno

manwilltellmesh!t…youandIhavesome

unfinishedbusiness,youcanplayhardtogetall

youwantbutweallknowyoucan'tresistallofthis"

shebentoverslightlytwerking,shewalkedaway

giggling

Frankbitherlowerliptouchinghiscrotch,hedida

silentprayerforGodtodeliverhimfromtemptation.

Hegotonhisfeetandwalkedawayheadingtothe

taxistop.

****



Thuladofinishedmakingpopcorn,thegirlsalready

chosethemovie.Forsomereasontheywantedto

watchaDCfilmandBlackPantherwonbecause

LubanziwasfascinatedbyShuritheprincessof

Wakanda,shewassointelligentandgluedupwhen

itcametotechnologythenLuminjalolovedtheDora

milajeladiesbecausetheywerestrongandcould

fighttoprotecttheKing.Thespongewasonthe

floorinfrontofthecouch,theylaidoutextrapillows

sothattheirmomwasniceandcomfortable.

Thuladomadeitreallygorgeousandfun,she

handedtothemthebowlofpopcorn.Theyphoned

Mhlengiearlieronandhewassojealousbut

wishedthemwell,Lumipressedplaywhenthey

wereallseated.

RightatthebeginningofthemovieThulado

growledwhentheintercombuzzerwentoff,she

balancedonthecouchgettingup.Shewondered

whatwastheissuenow,sheyankedthephoneand

putitonherear.



"Hello"shesaidannoyed

"Sorrymam,there'samanbythenameIfehereto

seeyou"thesecuritysaid

"Oh!"Thuladosaidfrowning,wheredidhegether

addressandwhatwashedoinghere?,"Lethimin"

shesaidputtingdownthephone

Shewasinherlongtightsandaflaretop,shewas

walkingbarefootexposingherbeautifullypedicured

littlefeet,shewassocuteandtinywithherbigbelly.

AfterafewminutesIfeshowedupatherdoorstep,

youcouldseehownervoushewasbyavoidingeye

contactwithmissMdletshe.

"Hey,Ibroughtthis"hesaidhandingoveragiftbag,

"somethingforyouandthekids,Ijustwantedto

comeandthankyouforbeingkindandhelpful

towardsmeatwork"hesaidnervously

"OhOK,wellyoudidn'thavetocomeallthewayto

myhouse,infacthowdidyouknowwhereIlived?"



Thuladoarchedhereyebrow

"Iwillconfess,Ilookedintoourfilesatwork…sorry

ifIcrossedtheline,I'mjustboredandalone"he

gigglednervously

"I'mwatchingamoviewiththegirls,Idon'tknowif

itsagreatideatoinviteyouin"shesaid

"Iwillbeasquietasamouse"hepromised

Thuladolethiminandclosedthedoor,he

introducedhimasafriendthatsheworkswith,the

girlsdidn'tpaymuchattentiontohim,hedecidedto

sitonthecouchsohedoesn'tinvade.Hewas

happytheywerewatchingoneofhisfavorite

movies.LuminjalokeptonglancingatIfeeverytime

helaughedatafunnyscene.

*Ayearlater…*

©ZamaGambusheYenga,2021
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Chapter53

Mhlengiandagroupofprisonerswereplaying

cardsinthecell,whenaninmatebudgedin,they

hurriedlythrewatowelcoveringthesetupjust

incaseitwasawarden.Notallofthemwerein

businesswiththemthereforetheyneededtobe

alertanddiscreetintheirdealings.

"ShoKruger!Youhavebeensummonedintheoffice,



VadersaidIshouldtellyoutomeethimbythe

gates"Themaninorangesaid

"Surengiyazwakala!"Mhlengisaidnoddingathim,

"ngiyabuyajitaz"Mhlengisaidgettingonhisfeet,he

stoodtohisfeet.

Hemeanderedallthewaytothegates,withtwo

wardenstailinghimatadistance.Aspromisedthe

seniorwardenwastherewaitingforhim,they

openedthegateandMhlengiwasescortedtothe

office.

"Ngcobo!"Hesaidsmirkingathim

"Vader!"Mhlengisaidinutmostrespect

"Peopledon'tgettiredofcommittingcrimesout

there,it'salarming!wehavemurderers,rapists,

thievesandawholelotofcrap"hetookoffhis

glassesandrubbedhiseyes,"WellI'mexhausted!"

hesaidputtinghisglassesbackon,"It'slikepeople

don'tvaluetheirownfreedom,Ilovemy



comfortablebedandmyseveralcolourfoodthat

mywifepreparesforme,nowimagineriskingallof

thattocomehereandlookatmenallday"headded

floppingbackonhischair

Mhlengisattherequietlywaitingtohearwhywas

hecalledhere,hehadmanytheoriesplayinginhis

head.Itcouldbethathegotrattedoutbyother

gangs,everyoneknewthathewaspushingdrugs

andthathehostedgamblingstakesfortheKrugers

ledbyTumelo.GodknowshowmanytimesTumelo

havebeensentintosolitaryconfinementforgetting

intofightsprotectingtheoperation,oritcouldbe

becauseoftheraidtheydidinhiscellrecently,they

turnedtheplaceupsidedownandthosestupid

wannabewardensapprehendedcellphonesand

toothbrushshiv'sandshanksthatwasfoundunder

themattresses.Whicheveritwas,heknewhewas

introubleanditwasn'tgoodforhisrecord.

"WhatsonyourmindNgcobo…talktome"the



wardensaidsoundingratherbored

"NothingVader!"helied

"Wellwithoutwastinganymoreofyourtime,Ihave

beenwatchingyoucloselyandImustsayyouhave

charismamyboy,ifonlyyoucoulduseitforgood

youwouldbefarinlife.Areyouplanningonselling

thosepiecesofartintheartroom?"thewarden

asked

"No!"Mhlengisaidimmediately

"Toobad,Iwaseyeingthem.Theyareexceptional"

hesaidslightlygrinning

"Thankyousir,theyaren'tfinishedandmyspecial

paintsareathome"hesaidshrugginghisshoulder

"Tellmeaboutyourfamily"Thewardenasked

inquisitively

"Oh…uhm…Ihaveagirlfriendshe'sanadvanced

practicalregisterednurse"hepaused

"Whatsthedifferenceandwhyareyousmiling?"the

wardenprobeinterestedinhisstory

"ShestudiedtowardsaBachelordegreeinnursing



science,herfocusesismidwiferyandshewants

addanesthetisttothelistaswell,she'smy

everything…that'swhyI'msmiling"hesaidproudly

"Hmmminteresting"thewardensaid

"Yeahsheisaforcetobereckonedwith,Ireallylet

herdownbygettingmyselfmixedupwiththe

wrongcrowd.Myancestorsgavemeabeautiful,

sweetgirlwiththepurestformofloveandinreturn

Ileaveherwithtwinstoraiseallonherown,without

moneynorprotection"hesighedsadly

"Butyouhavemoney,Iknowyouknowwherethose

millionsare…fromtheheist"thewardenwiggledhis

eyebrows

"Iwish.ThereasonIfledfromthecrimescenewas

becauseoficherieyami,IknewshouldIgetcaught

itwouldbetheendofme.Themoneywasthelast

thingonmymind,Ihonestlydon'tknowwhereitis"

heexplained

"Lies"hechuckledbitterly,"backtowhyIcalledyou

here.PrisonsarefullNgcobo.Weneedtomake

roomfordangerouscriminalsnotwishywashy's,



murderersandrapistsareouttherestrollingthe

streetsbecausejailsarefilledbythelikesofyou.

SothankyourGodandancestorsbecauseyouare

oneofafewconvictschosentobegivengracein

thisprison,likeIsaidIhavebeenobservingyou.

Youcarryyourselfwithpoiseanddignity,you

managedtostayoutoftroubleandmost

importantlyyourfamilyneedsyou.Nowdon't

dissapointme,Idon'twanttoseeyoubackhere

againNgcobo.Iknowlifeishardbutindodasweats

forhisfamilyandarealmandoesn'tchooseto

leavehisfamilyunguarded.Ihopeyoulearneda

valuablelessonbybeinginhere,obviouslythere

wasasecretscreeningprocessthatwedidonthe

prisonerswearelettinggosodon'tthinkyouare

special.Besidesyourgoodbehavior,youareonly

leftwithtwoandahalfyearswhichmeansyou

sentenceisalmostoverbutonemistakeandyou

willbackhereforgood.Nowsignhereandgohome

toyourfamily"Thewardensaidpushingastackof

formstowardsMhlengi.



Mhlengilookedatthewardenwaitingforhimtosay

heisjokingbuthejuststaredbackathim,he

openedhismouthbutwordsfailedhim.Heslowly

grabbedthepenandinitialedeverysinglepage

beforethemaninbrownchangeshismind.

"Nowyouaren'tfreeasinfreeyouwillstillabideby

therulesoftheCorrectionalSupervisionParole

Board(CSPB),youwillbeundersupervisionuntil

yourtwoandhalfyearsiscompleted.Youwillbe

appointedtoacourseinthecommunitywherebyan

officerwillbemonitoringyouuntilyourperiodis

finished"headded

"Thankyousir,Idon'thavewords"hesaid

emotionally

"GohometoyourchildrenNgcobo"hestoodupto

standbythewindow

Mhlengiquicklywipedhistearsandsteppedout,

thetwowardenswerestillwaitingforhimoutside

theoffice.Theyescortedhimbacktothecells,he



ambledinstillinshock,hewentstraighttothelittle

oldbedandsatburyinghisfaceinhishands…he

wasfree!

****

Nomzamowassittingonthebedstaringintospace,

shejustmangedtoputSbusitosleep.Frank

walkedinwithacupofteaforher,hewasstillina

jollymoodaftertheconfirmationthathewillget

disimbersedbytheinsurancecompanyafteralong

fight,monthsbecameayearbutintheenditwasall

worthit.

"I'veputmymom'slandupforsaleintherurals,I

won'tuseit"FranksaidhandingZamothecupof

tea

"Whatapity,it'ssoniceandspacious"Nomzamo

replied

"Itcarriesalotofbadmemories,Ihateit"hesaid



"Thenyoumadeagooddecision"Zamoreplied,

"BabedidyouseeThulado'sbaby?Iknowit'ssilly

buthelookslikeyou"Nomzamosaidbut

immediatelyregrettedsayingitbecauseitsounded

silly

"Whatyoumean?…IknowshethinksIlooklikeher

manbuttoresemblemewithherbabeisrather

disturbing"hesaidlyingonthebed

"Whendidshesayyouresembleherman?"

NomzamoturnedquicklylookingatFrank

questionably

"What?DidIsayher?ImeantIfesaidIlooklikeher

man"Frankquicklyreconstructedhissentence

"OhOK…that'sweird"Zamosaid

FrankfeltsillylyingaboutThulado,surely

Nomzamowouldn'thaveaproblem,itwasalong

timeagobutseeingThuladosouncomfortablein

thechurch'sparkinglot,maybeitwasbetterthis

way.



****

Thuladowalkedaroundherroomsingingalullaby

forNtobeko,heseemedtolovehearinghismom's

voice,itonlytakesacoupleofminutesbefore

Thuladostartfeelingnumbonherarmsfromthe

strainofcarryingherrockofason,hewasthat

heavy.Heplacedhimgentlyinhiscotandsnuggled

himwithhisbluefluffyblanket,thetwinspeepedin

andsawthatthebabywassleeping.Theygave

Thuladothumbsupbeforetiptoeingbackintotheir

room,sheputonhersilkgownandheadedout.

ShefoundLumiandLubisnuggledintheirbeds

eachwithastorybookthattheywishedtheirmom

toreadforthem,Thuladoclearedherthroatand

recitedthestoriesforthem,shekissedthem

goodnightandheadedtotheloungearea.Her

housewasstartingtopileupagainnomatterhow

hardshetriedtotidyup,withinminutesshefound



herselfmovingalltheice-creamtubstothecorridor

atleastitwon'tbeinpeople'seyes.Shestackedall

thebooksjustbehindthecouchnexttothe

Bookshelfthatwasalreadyoverflowingwithunread

books,shedustedherhandsstandingbacksoshe

couldseeifthelittleshiftmadeadifference.

Sheheavedasighofdissapointment,atleastthe

placelookedneater,itwouldhavetodobecause

shecouldn'tdisposethebookswithoutreading

themandthetubswerethereforrainydays,she

smiledthinkingabouthermother.Shehopedthat

shewasproudofher,eventhoughshewasn't

marriedbutshemanagedtogetaneducation

somethingthatshediedyearningfor.Arumination

ofthoughtsplayedinherhead,herchildhood,her

parentsloveydoveymomentsbutstopsatthefire

andeverytimethishappensshesitsonthefloor

andcryrockingherselfbackandforthjustlikehe

didthatday.



Whenshewassatisfiedshedecidedtomopthe

floorandtidythekitchensothatshecansleepin

themorning,shecheckedifthedoorswerelocked

andclosedallwindowsthenshedraggedherworn

outbodytothebedroom.Thuladofeltstickyand

yuckythereforesheoptedforaquickshower,then

shecrawledunderthecoverswhenshewas

finishedwithmoisturizingherbodyandsheslept.

****

MusaparkedoutsidethegateoftheEstate,she

wavedatthesecurityandhequicklyrecognized

himandopenedthegate.Musaparkedrightbythe

securityhouse,Mhlengijumpedout,hewas

wearinghissweatpantsandhoodedsweatshirt

followingafterMusa.

"Baba"Musasaidgreetingthesecurity

"AwMfanauyaphilakodwa?"heaskedjoyfully(my



boyareyougood?)

"I'mgood!BabathisisMhlengi…theoneIhave

beentellingyouabout,histheownerofunit20"

Musasaid

"Ohyesyes,what'syoursurname?"Themanasked

"Ngcobo!"Mhlengianswered

"OhMapholoba,thatshortbeautifulgirlisyours?"

Heasked

"Yebobaba"Mhlengisaidrespectfullyandblushing.

"OhOK…I'mgladthatyouarehere,tomorrowyou

mustcomeanddoyourfingerprints,themanager

willbehere"headded

"Iwilldojustthat"Mhlengisaid

Thepairwentbacktothecaraftertheintroduction,

MusaparkednexttoThulado'scar.

"I'mnotgoingin,wewillseeyouallproperly

tomorrowandherearethesparekeys"Musa



handedtoMhlengi

"Thankyou,Idon'tknowhowIwilleverrepayyou.

AllIcansayisIwillneverforgetthis"Mhlengisaid

Musahootedanddroveout…Mhlengislottedthe

keysandturneditaroundopeningthedoor.

©ZamaGambusheYenga,2021

[11/22,14:38].:Adiamondintherough

|

|

|

|

|

|

Chapter52



*Durban*

Peoplescatteredlikeantsafteralovelyservice,the

pastorfocusedonhowtobalanceministryand

familybecausepeopletendtoneglectonewhen

focusedontheother.Youareapastoratchurchbut

ahusbandandafatherathome,loosenupandbe

thereforyourchildrenbecausetheygrowuptoo

fast.There'sadifferencebetweenthetwoand

becauseofnotbeingabletodistinguishfamilies

arebrokenandthatisnotGodly.OurLordisthe

Godoforder,Heisthesymbolofloveandbringing

peopletogether,Hethrivesingoodnessand

righteousness.

Familiesweresmilingandlaughingwitheachother

asplansonwhattomakeforSundaylunchcame

about.Thuladofoundherselfmissingherfatherso

shephonedhim.



"Hello"hesaidinascratchyvoice,theoldmanwas

gettingold

"Hellobabaunjani?"Sheasked

"I'mgoodmydaughterandyou?Banjaniabazukulu?

(howaremygrandchildren?)

"Theyaregreat,I'mplanningatriptobringthem

over,didNhlanhloshowyouthepicturesofthelittle

one?"Thuladoasked

"Yes,helooksdifferentfromthegirls!"hesaid

"Yesbecausethegirlslooklikemeandhelooks

justlikehisdad"shesaidchuckling

"OhIsee,youmustbringthem.Letmeseeallmy

grandchildrenbeforeIdie"hesaidwithslight

chortle

"Don'tsaythatbaba,youwilllivelonger.I'mpraying

foryoutolivelonguntilI'mabletofixmyhomeso

thatyoucanbeproudofme"shesaidsadly

"I'malreadyproudofyountombiyami,youare

strongjustlikeyourmother…theloveofmylife"he

said



"Youmissherdon'tyou?"Thuladoaskedsmiling

"Ido…IheardthatMkhuzeniissick,hewentbackto

thewheelchair"Heinformed

"Idon'twanttosayanythingbadbecauseI'ma

Christiannow,I'mactuallyatchurchaswespeak"

shesaid

"Iwasjustlettingyouknow,allhisevildeedsare

catchinguptohimandyoumustthankGodfor

snatchingyououtofthatsituationwhenHedid"he

saidgladly

"Youcansaythatagainbaba,bewell.Wewillsee

yousoon.Ineedtofeedthesechildren,theyare

startingtowhine"shesaid

"Alrightntombiyamiusalekahle"hesaidhangingup

IfewalkeduptoThulado'sbabyblueHyundaiix35,

shewasstillonthephonesohedecidedtogreet

thegirls,theywerestandingbehindthecar

watchingakiddiesvideoonYoutube.Thuladohad

theminmatchingblacktulleskirts,whiteDisneyfun



Tshirtsandaddidassneakers,theyhadthat

RockstarkindoflookandLuminjalolovedit.

"Yougirlslooklovely"ifesaidenthusiastically

"Thanks"Lubanzisaidhereyesstillgluedtothe

phone,Lumipickeduphereyesplacinghertiny

handsonherwaist.

"Doyouknowmyfather?"Lumiaskedarchingher

eyebrow

"No"Iferepliedinnocently

"Wellhistallerthanyouandstronger,hisgot

musclesandtattoosallover.Hewillcomebackand

marrymymother"Lumisaidwithattitude

"OhOK"Ifechuckled

"Andyouarejustmom'sfriendright?"sheasked

"Yes,wejustfriends"Ifesaidwithasmile

LuminjalofoldedherarmsgivingIfethestinkyeye,

Ifefeltlikebeingsillysohestuckhistongueoutat



Lumiandwalkedaway,Luminjalogaspedinshock

shenudgedLubanzi.

"Didyouseethat?Hejustshowedmehistongue"

shesaidfrantically

"StopitLumi,youknowyoushouldn'tlieabout

adults"Lubireprimanded

"I'mnotlying,thatDrjuststuckhistongueatme"

sheemphasized

"Pleasedon'tincludemeinyourthings,Idon'twant

togetintotrouble.Firstofallmomwarnedyou

abouttalkingtouncleIfelikehisyourmate"Lubi

said

"Iwasjusttellinghimaboutubaba,heistheonly

onethatlovesmomandtheywillgetmarried.Uncle

Ifeisjustafriend"shesaidrollinghereyes

"Youalwayssaythat"Lubishruggedhershoulders

"YesbecauseIlovemydaddy"Lumisaid

"Ilovehimtooandmummywillmarryubaba…

there'snoneedtoworry"Lubisaid



"OKfine,buthemuststophuggingmom"she

added

"Areyougoingtotellhim?"Lubiasked

"ShouldItellhim?"Lumiasked

"Ithinkthat'sagoodideabutdon'tletmummy

catchyou"Lubiwhispered

"OK"Lumiwhisperedback

IfepickedupthebabyfromThulado'sarmsasshe

preparedtheseatforhim.

"Hisgettingfatterbytheday"Ifesaidstaringatthe

babiescuteface

"Andheavytoo"Thuladoreplied

"Sowhatdoyouthink?Aboutthechurch"!"Ife

askedsquintinghiseyes

"Iloveit!isn'tthislikemythirdweek.I'mmakingit

myhome,thepastorisniceandtheSundayschool

isawesomeygirlsloveit.Youknowthatwarm



feelingwhenyouenterthedoor?Iloveitsoyeah

Ifeanyichukwuyouwereright"shechuckled,"that's

whatyouwantmetosayright?"sheadded

"YesbecauseItoldyou,youaregoingtoloveit"he

saidsmiling

"Whenisyourfamilyarriving?"Thuladoasked

"Youjusthadtoremindme"hegrowled

"What?Eitheryoulikeitornot,sheisyourwifeand

thoseareyourkidsMrNwokoye"Thuladosaid

"Iknow,Ifeellikesuchahorriblepersonforfeeling

thiswayaboutthem…Chineke!Helpwiththisone"

hesaidinpidgin

"Iloveitwhenyouspeaklikethat"Thuladosaid

closingthedoor

"Yasoyoucanteaseme,nothanks.Ihateitwhen

peoplethinktheycanspeakpidgin,youguyssound

funnyoo"helaughed

"Myfriendgetoutfromhere"Thuladotried,butIfe

burstoutlaughing

"Seeyourself!Chai!!Thisshouldbeacrime



oo…leavethisoneformeabeg"hecontinued

laughing

"Mxmtsek"Thuladosaid

"Wehaventevenleftthechurchpremisesandyou

arealreadyswearing…mbano"hesaidsnappinghis

fingers

"Girls"Thuladoscreamed,theyappearedfrom

behindthecarfollowingeachotherlookingrather

guilty,"Whatareyouuptoo?"Thuladoasked

"Nothing"theysaidinunison,theyjumpedintothe

carandshutthedooravoidingeyecontact

"Thesekidswillbethedeathofme"Thulado

mumbledunderherbreath,Ifewasjuststaringat

herinadmiration."What?"Thuladoasked

"Ifonly"Hesaid

"Ifonlywhat?"sheasked

"Nothing"herepliedlookingaway

Aladycarryingababywalkeduptothem,shewas



smiling.

****

NomzamosteppedoutofchurchwhileFrankwas

havingachatwiththepastor,onherwaytothecar

herecognizedaparticularlady,shesmiledand

walkeduptoher.

"Sanibonani!"shesaidseeingthattheladywas

standingwithafamiliarchurchmember

"hawuyebo,havewemet?"theshortladysaid

"Yeswehave,I'mNomzamo.Wemetatthe

restaurantyouwerewithNana"Nomzamosaid.

"Yes,nowIremember.I'mThuladu"shesaid

"Iwasabouttoask,thepainofknowingsomeone

butnottheirname"shesaidchucklingnervously

"Iknow,it'sgetsmeallthetime"Thuladoreplied,Ife

leanedagainstthecardrawingouthisphonegiving



theladiesprivacy

"ImustsayI'mhappytoseeyouhere!"Shesaid

"Yeah,I'mmakingitmyhome.IjusttoldIfe,plusit's

closetomyhouse,soyeah"Thuladosaid

"That'sawesome,thishasbeenmyhomeforyears,

youmakingtherightchoice"Nomzamo'sbaby

startedcrying

"Ncoooisitfeedingtime?,sheissocute"Thulado

said

"Thankyou,Ithinksheneedsanappychange"

Nomzamoreplied

"Ihaveonetoo,wellthreenow",Sheopenedthecar

andshowedNomzamothetwinswhohappily

wavedather,thenthebabyboywhowasalreadyin

lalaland.

"I'msojealous,theprocessofpregnancyis

daunting.Theyaresobeautiful,congratulations"

shepaused"thisonelooksfamiliar"Nomzamo

probedlookingatthesleepingbaby

"Helookslikehisdad"Thuladoresponded



chuckling

"hmmm"Nomzamosaidstaringathim

MeanwhileFranksteppedoutofchurchheadingto

thecarbutnoticedthatZamowaschattingwith

somechurchmembers,Nomzamowassucha

people'spersonandthiswasacharacterhe

admiredthemostinher.Shewasjustsobright,her

lightwasunmissable,heheadedherdirectionsohe

couldtakethebaby.Hecouldseefromadistance

thatshewasgettingrestless.

"Letmetakeher"hesaidstretchinghisarmsbut

stoppedathistrackswhenhiseyesmetwith

Thulado."Hi"hesaidstudyingherface,Thulado

lookedawayavoidingeyecontact.

"Hey"shesaidquickly,"Itwasnicechatting

Nomzamo,Iwillseeyouaround"Thuladosaid

attemptingtoleave

"Waitletmeintroduceyou,thisisFrankmybaby



daddy,babethisisThuladushe'snewatthe

church"Nomzamosaideagerly

"Nicetomeetyou"FranksaidstaringatThulado

deepinhereyes

"Likewise"Thuladosaidfakingasmile,"IfeI'mout,

thanksagain"Thuladocalledout,shehoppedinher

caranddroveoff.

NomzamofrownedlookingatFrank,shethought

thatwasawkward,shebidfarewelltoIfeandthey

walkedsidetosideheadingtothecar.

"Thatwasawkward"Nomzamofinallysaid

"Wasit?…Ididn'tnotice"Franksaiddismissively

Nomzamochangedthebabyatthebackseat,after

shewasdoneFrankhitonthegasanddroveout.

****



Thuladoandherkidswerestrollingaroundthe

estate,itwaslavishlymanicured,thegrasswas

healthyandgreen.Theirgardenswerewelltaken

careof,theplacewasbiganditmadeeasyforbusy

familiestojuststretchtheirlegsinsteadofgoingto

thepark.Atthebacktheyhadaplaygroundwith

swings,junglegymandapoolforthekids.Itcost

anarmandalegbutitwassafeandworthit,

Mhlengialwayssayitgiveshimapieceofmind.

Whenshearrivedhomeafterchurch,shefedthe

kidsandnowtheywereenjoyingthefreshair

beforedinner.Lumipluckedarosefromthebed,

Thuladogaspedinshock,sometimesshewondered

ifshewasokayupstairsoutoftheblueshewould

dosomethingthatwillleaveyougobsmackedin

shortnotice.

"Whatthehelldidyoudothatfor?"Thuladosaid

throughgrittedteeth,shedidn'twanttoshoutloud



anddrawattention

"It'sforyoumummy"shesaidinnocently,Thulado

gotdefeated.Sheheavedaheavysigh

"Thankyoumybabybutpleasedon'tjustpluckout

ofthegarden,rememberweneedtoaskfor

permissionbecausewepaythegardenertogrow

thesebeautifulflowerstomakeourestatetobest

lookingoneinthearea"shesaid,Luminoddedher

head.

"Sorrymummy"shesaidsadly

Thuladofeltguiltyinstantly,it'salmostlikeshe

shoutsathereveryday,thoughitwasessential

becauseshewasverynaughtybutsometimespoor

Lumimeantwellanddeservescomplimentsforher

gooddeeds.

"It'sbeautiful!Iloveit"Thuladosaidwithasmile,

shethensniffed

"I'mgladyouloveit"Lumisaid,hermoodwas



upliftedbecauseshestartedgalloping,Lubanzi

joinedher.ThuladohadNtobekoinhispram,he

wasplayingwithhisrattlegraduallylookingathis

sisters.

Satisfaction!Andrighttherewasthatfeelingshe

livedfor,herchildren'shappiness,theonlypieceof

thepuzzlethatwasmissingwasMhlengi.Her

phonepingedfromhershorts,shereachedoutforit,

itwasamessagefromIfe.

*I'mfallinginlovewithyou*

Thuladofrownedandclickedhertongue.Shehadit

uptoherewiththesemenropingthemselvesinto

herlifejustbecausetheyareaftersomething.She

typedamessage.

*Asmyrespectforyouwaftsoutofthewindow.My

heartbelongstoMhlengi,youknowthatverywell,



sinceyouchoosingtodisregardallofthat,our

friendshipisoff.Idon'twanttoberesponsiblefor

yourpredicaments*

Shepressedsent.

*I'msorryifImadeyouangry,Iwasjustbeing

honest.Ifeelbetternowthatitisoutofmychest.I

willkeepmydistance,Iloveyou*

Anothermessagecamethrough.

*fuseg*

Thuladoreplied.

* Iknowwhatthatmeans,Godiswatchingyou*



Anothermessagepoppedup

*Godiswatchingyoutoo,youareamarriedman

yetyoureyesareprying *

Thentherewassilence.Thuladodecidedtovideo

callMhlengibuthiscelldidn'tgothrough,shetried

againbutnothing.SheloggedontoFacebookasthe

kidsbusiedthemselvesinthegarden,shestumbled

uponbreakingnews24.

"AnotherchilddrownsatMtavunaRiver"this

markedthefourthdeathinthatarea,itwasallover

thenewswhentwogirlswerefounddeadfollowing

aboythatdiedlastyear.Thuladofoundherself

lookingforswimmingclassesforthetwins,

perhapsthosekidsdidn'tknowhowtoswimnot

thatshewouldallowthemanywherenearariver

butitwasagoodskilltoacquire.Shefoundafewin

theareaandenquiredaboutthepricesand

structure.
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Chapter54

*Durban*

Mhlengiturnedthedoorknob,heambledinthedark



aimlesslylookingforaswitch,herememberedthe

flashlightonhisphoneandputitonthenvoila!He

tookafewminutestakingitallin,hewashome,he

wasfree!Hescannedaroundthekitchenandhe

wasimpressed,theplacewascleananditlooked

great,hepassedthekitchenintowhatseemedlike

aloungeslashdiningroomtheTVandthedecor

wasjustright,everythingscreamedshortyhefound

himselfchucklingbutthatwasquicklyreplacedby

afrownwhenhespottedthebookclutter…the

hoardingmonsterwasstillaround,hewalkedpast

theloungeareaandwasmetbyanotherclutterof

tubspressingthecorridorintoathinwalkway,he

meanderedthroughitwithasoreheart.

Heopenedthefirstdoorhecameacrossjudgingby

thecountlessvideocallshehasdonewiththemhe

knewthiswasthegirlsroom…quiteobviousreally,

therewasabigsignthatsaid"Princesshead

quarter"youcouldtellthatitwasmadebythegirls

withhelpfromThulado,hepeepedhisheadinandit

wasdark.Hestoppedmidwayandsteppedback,



wouldn'titbeanicesurpriseiftheywakeuptohim

inthemorning,hegentlyshutthedoorand

proceededtothenextroom.Hetiptoedletting

himselfincarefulnottowakeupthelittleman,

thoughhewasdyingtoholdhiminhisarms.He

undressedandmadehiswayintotheensuite

bathroom.

Hestoodundertheshowerlettingthehotwaterrun

overhim,hehelpedhimselftoThulado'sspecialgel

thatsmelledlikefreshflowersintheSpring,he

smeareditalloverhisbodycreatingfoamylather,

hethenscrubhisphysiqueframewithabathing

brush.Whenhewascontentherinsedhisbodyand

steppedoutdryinghimself.Hefeltfreshbutsmelt

feminine,hecouldn'twaittogooutthereandmake

hispresenceknownbutfirstbondingwithhis

familywasatthetopofhislist.

Hestrolledstarknakedaroundtheroom,stealing

glancesatThuladoshewasnakedtoo,sleeping



soundlywithherlegsopen.Healwaysthoughtshe

wasadeepsleeperasifthat'snotenoughsheslept

carelesslylikeastarfishandhogstheentirebed,oh

howhemissedher.Hedecidedtocheckonthelittle

Mhlengibeforejoininghisshortyinbed,henoticed

thathewasn'tcoveredsohepulleduptheblanket

andplaceditoverhischunkylittlebody.Justlike

thetwinstheywouldkickofftheirblanketsinthe

middleofnightregardlessoftheweatherandthis

madehimwonder"whydokidshatebeing

covered?".

HeslidunderthesheetsaftercoveringThulado

whodidn'tevenmoveaninch,shesleepslikesheis

dead.Hedrapedhisarmaroundherandslowly

driftedoffintoadeepslumber.Ntobekofussedin

hiscribkickingofhisblanketoncemore,heletout

aloudcryThuladowokeupalarmeditwas

fascinatinghowshewouldsleeprightthroughand

nothearathingbutletoneofherkidscryshe

wouldbealertedinaninstant.Shejumpedoffbed

runningtowardsNtobeko'scribandindeedhewas



whineyandrestless,shepickedhimupsoshe

couldgivehimanappychangeandfeed.

Heplacedhimonhischangingunitandstarted

workingonhim,whensheturnedonthebottle

warmershegotafrightofherlifeseeingaman

lyingcomfortablyonherbed,hereyeswidenedbut

herfeetstilllaunchedintooneposition.Shedidn't

knowwhethertoscreamorjusttakehersonand

runout.Ntobekostartedwailingfromthehunger,

themenonthebedshiftedprobablyfromthenoise,

Thuladodidasilentprayerasherheartthudded

againstherribcage.Ntobekowouldn'tstopcrying.

"Shhhshhh"Thuladotriedtogetthebabytoquieten,

shesqueezedhervaginajusttomakesureshewas

fine.

"Hey"themansaidgettingoutofbed

"Mhlengi?Isthatyou…ho-how?"Thuladosaid

loosingenergy,Mhlengiranuptoherandtookthe

babyaway.



"Yougood?Heyheyit'sme…Mhlengi!"hesaid

concerned

"Youscaredmedamnit!"Thuladosaidintears

"I'msorryit'sme…youweresleepingsopeacefully"

hepulledherintohisembracewithNtobekointhe

middle,hewasjuststaringatMhlengiheeven

forgotthathewascrying

"Anotherfreepass?"Thuladoasked

"Yes!Butthisoneisforever!"Mhlengismiled

"Whatdoyoumeanbyforever?"Thuladoasked

pluckingthebottleofmilkoutofthewarmer

"Youlookingatafreeman,I'mhereforgood"He

saidfurther.Thuladopausedandpoutedherlips

"Don'tplaywithmelikethat!"shewarned

"I'mnotplayingshorty,I'moutongraceperiod,

there'sstillafewrulesIneedtofollowbutI'mnot

goingbackthereagain"heassured

Thulado'slipstrembledsheletoutasoftsob,she



criedsorrowfulthrowingherselfonthebed,

Mhlengi'seyesglistenedwithtearsaswell.Hefed

Ntobekowalkingaroundtheroomwithhimandhis

cockdanglingashewasstillnaked,afterwhat

seemedforeverthelittlemanhadfallenasleepin

hisfather'sarmfortheveryfirsttime,thefeeling

wasmagical.Heplacedhimbackinhisbedand

hurriedovertowhereThuladowasstillcurledintoa

ball.Hepickedherupandslidherunderthesheets

andjoinedher.

"I'msorryI-Ithoughtyouwouldbehappytoseeme!

ThiswasnotthereactionIexpected"Mhlengisaid

wipingthetearsoffherface

"I'mveryhappylikeyoucannotbelieve,I'mnot

cryingbecauseI'msadbutbecauseIhavebeen

waitingforthisdayforaverylongtime.Mhlengiit

wassohardforme,Idon'tknowhowmanytimesI

justwantedtogiveupbecauseIjustmissedyou

terribly.PeoplethinkI'mcrazy,Icantelltheyare

onlytoleratingmebecausetheyaredoingyoua

favorbutIknowtheygossipaboutmeandinthe



midstofallthatcrapmybestfriend,theonlyperson

Itrustislockedupinjail"shesaidinbetweenher

sniffs

"I'mherenowandnoonewillmakeyoufeellikethat

againOK?"Mhlengisaidkissingheralloverher

face

"Areyousureyouout?"Thuladoaskedagain

"Yesshorty,I'mheretostay"hesaid

"I'mhappy,thegirlsaregoingtoloosetheirminds…

wemustdoabraai"Thuladosaidslightlychuckling

"Nah,Iwanttospendtimewithyouandthekids

first,wecandoabraaisomeothertime"hesaid

grazinghislipsonhers,"I'msoproudofyou

Thuladu,Italkaboutyouwithpride,thethingsyou

haveaccomplishedovertheyearsareimpressive,

welldonebabe"Hesaid

"YoukeptmestrongandyourkidsheavenlyFather,

I'msogladyouarehere,maybewewillhavesome

orderinthehouse"shechuckled

"Whatdoesyourfatherthinkofme?"Mhlengi



blurtedoutoftheblue

"Wellhealwaysaskedwhenareyougoingtodo

rightbyme?"Thuladoansweredhonestly

"Howwoulditmakeyoufeeltobeawifeofa

Kruger?"Mhlengiaskedsquintinghiseyes

"PleaseyouneedtostopwiththisKrugernonsense,

ifyougetarrestedagainI'mleavingyou…Iwillnot

beraisingchildrenalonewhilewaitingforyou,I'm

notdoingthat"Thuladospat

"Hawujustlikethat?"Mhlengisaidhidinghisfacein

hertinychest

"I'mnotdoingitagain,Ihavebeensexually

fustratedforyearsandyourrascalssittingonmy

neck…angiyenzenjeleyonto"Sheroared

"Soyoudon'twanttobemywife?"Mhlengiasked

stillhidingunderherbreasts

"Younothearingme"Thuladosaid

Shefeltthewarmnessofhistonguemakingtwirls

onhernipples,sherelaxedherbodylettingout



beautifulmoan,helickedandsuckedonhertitties

likealittlebabysucklingformilk.

"Youdon'twanttobemywifeshorty?"Mhlengi

askedinhisthunderousvoicethatwasnowlabored

fromthefirehewasfeelingbecauseofshorty's

warmandsmoothbody

"Idoit'sj-justthat,aaahMhlengi"shesaid

breathingheavily

*Sexualcontent*

Mhlengi'sfingersweredippedinherpussy,twirling

andpoking,scratchingthatitch.Heleftwetsloppy

kissesalloverherbodyuntilhislipslandedonher

pvssyThuladoshiveredinpleasure,heslurpedand

lappedgentlypullingonherclitshemoanedabit

loud.Mhlengicoveredhermouthbeforeshewakes

upthebaby,shewiggledandshiveredasMhlengi

eatherpussyupmercilessly,shesqueezedhis



headlockingitinbetweenherthighswhenshe

reachedherfirstorgasm.Mhlengicreptuptoher

kissinghermakinghertasteherliquids,Thulado

latchedonhimdeepeningthekiss,herhands

touchedalloverhisbodydepictedhungerandthirst

Mhlengijustwantedtofvckherbrainless.

Hepushedherdownstickingherontothesheets,

heinsertedhiscockwithoutwarningThulado

screamedbutquicklycoveredhermouthremember

Ntobeko,Mhlengipickedupherlegs,hepushed

themallthewaytohershouldersandplungedinto

her.Herpussywaswarmandwelcoming,her

tightnessfueledhimevenmorebecauseitmeant

shewaswellbehaved,hestrokedherdeepandfast

thenhewouldgraduallygyrateslowandsteadily.

Thuladoenjoyeditsomuchthatshecrieddigging

hertinyhandsintohisarms.

"Turnaround"Mhlengiordered,Thuladocomplied.

Mhlengipolishedhisblackcockbeforepositioning



itonhersleekglisteningmeatyentrance,hedipped

histwofingerwhilelickinghislowerlipfullaroused

thenherammedintothatholewithhungerand

urgency.Hepoundedherlookingathisname

embroideredonthesmallofherback,hespankher

butquicklyrememberedthebabyandretreated.He

startedgruntingfeelingthesensationdrawing

closer,heheldherbythewaistandpushedherinto

hiscockasheslammedintoherThuladolostitand

screamedinpleasure,"AaahMhle.."shecried

vibrating."cumformebaby"Mhlengisaid

pleadinglyashishappyplacereachedthetipofhis

rod"Aaah"Thuladosaidsexilyexplodingoncemore,

Mhlengislammedinherhardthattheybothfellon

thebed.Hestayedontopofherashistoescurled

enjoyingthereleaseofhissemeninherwarm

moistpussy,hesqueezedherboobsstillrestedon

her.

"Mhlengiyouareheavyonme"Thuladowhined

"Fuck!Thatwasamazing"heutteredsoftlythen

floppednexttohersmearingdropsofhiscumon



herbuttsandthighs.
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Chapter55

Mhlengifrozeinsideherpvssypinningherhard

ontothecoldwallwhilecradlingher,hegrunted



pumpinghisseeddeepinsideherinteriorhethen

caressedhertinybody,holdingherfordearlife.

Thuladoclutchedonherman,sherestedherhead

onhisshoulderastearsstreameddownherface

fromthepleasureandthatgiddyfeeling,itwasstill

unbelievablethatthiswasMhlengiconnectedwith

heraftersuchalongtime.Shewaspulledoutofher

thoughtswhenshefeltcoldwaterhitherbody,she

jumpedinshock.

"Mhlengiit'scold"shesaidreachingforthewater

switch

"It'sthefirstbit,it'sgoingtogetwarmjust

now…relax"Mhlengisaidplantingakissonherlips

"Weneedtohurrythekidswillbeupby8am"

Thuladosaid

"Ithoughtwewouldhaveanothersession"hesaid

playfully

"Hellno!I'mtiredI'mdickedoutngeke,youhadme

allnight"Thuladocomplained



"Doyouknowthepainofknowingyouhaveicherie

ebabayo(asexygirlfriend)butyoucan'ttapher?

ThepainofseeingthatpvssybutIcan'tdipin?I

don'tthinkyouknow…thenyouhavethelikesof

Khuzanidoingastheypleaseonmywoman,infact

loyaskhwamauyangijwayela"Mhlengisaidgetting

workedup

"Fuze!Fuze!Lookatme"Thuladosaidholdinghis

facesoshecouldlookstraightintohiseyes,"His

notworthit,mydadsaidhissickandstillona

wheelchair.Iwouldratherhaveyouherewithme

andourkidstheninjailbecauseofalowlifewizard

likeMkhuzeni"Thuladosaid

"Helaidhishandsonyoushorty,hehityoudamn

it…Isweartoyouthisisnottheend,hewillpayone

wayortheother"MhlengisaidputtingThulado

down

Thuladostartedpanicking,whatifMhlengidoes

somethingthatwillbreachhisparole,shewouldn't

forgiveherselfforgettinginvolvedwithMkhuzeni.



ShestartedplayingwithherhandswhileMhlengi

smearedgelalloverherbody,inafewminutesboth

ofthemweredoneandreadytostarttheday.

"Sowhat'stheplan?"Mhlengiasked

"WellIwasthinkingwemakebreakfastforthem,

thatwillbeatreatespeciallyyoubringhere"

Thuladosaidenthusiastically

"Let'sdoit!"MhlengipickedupNtobekowhowas

alreadyupandjoyful.Thuladolaidoutallthe

ingredientsonthecounterwhileMhlengiplayed

withhisson.

"SoLumiismorelikeyou,she'snotintosweetstuff

andLubiislikeme…sweettoothgalorethereforeI

willmakepancakesforLubanziandyoucanmake

anomeletforLuminjalo"Thuladosaidgrabbinga

spatulafromthedrawer

"AwbutifImaketheomeletthanwhowillplaywith

Ntobeko?"Mhlengiasked



"Youcanjustputhiminthepramandgivehimatoy,

hewillbefine"Thuladosaid

"Hisgoingtocry,rememberhehasn'tseenhis

fatherphysicallyinhiswholelifesothisisourtime.

YoucancookIwillhelpyoubutI'mnotputtingmy

sondown"Mhlengisaidsmirking

"Ohmygoshlies…Ntobekoisnotacrybaby,but

whatcanIsay?"Shesaidthrowingherhandsinthe

air,"Takeouttheice-creamfromthefreezer"

Thuladoordered

"Isthatpartofthebreakfast?"heasked

"Yesasatreat,Idon'tusuallydothissoit'sgoingto

bespecial"Thuladosaid

MinuteslaterNtobekowasfastasleeponMhlengi,

Thuladoglaredathimwhenherefusedtoputhim

down.

"Puthimdownnow!"Thuladospat

"Fine…youaresojealous"Mhlengisaid



dissapearingintotheroom

HereturnedandfoundThuladosettingupthetable,

Mhlengipickedherupfrombehindandspunher

around.Thuladogiggledkickingherlegsintheair,

screamingforMhlengitoputherdown.

"Thekidswillgetup,putmedown"Thuladosaid

"Ileaveforacoupleofyearsandyouareordering

mearoundandyesterdayyourefusedtobemywife.

Whathappenedtomyshorty"Mhlengiasked

jokingly

"Shegrewup,I'mnotawalkoveranymore"Thulado

saidwithmuchattitude

"Hmmmmawusukanimadodaicherieyami,the

nurse,mybabymama"Mhlengisaidpraisinghis

girl,Thuladoblushed,"Yabonababy!thingswill

changefromnowonwards,Icanpromiseyouone

thing…I'mnevergoingtobacktojail,youhavemy

wordforitbutbeingaKrugerispartofwhoIam,



canyoulovemejustlikethat?"Mhlengiasked

nervously

"Iloveyou"Thuladosaidsinkinginhisembrace

"Thankyou,IpromiseyouIwon'tdowhatIdid

again,fromnowonallmyprioritieslieswithmy

family"Headded

"Ibelieveyou"Thuladosaid,Thuladoglancedatthe

clock,shequicklycollectedherself

"It'stime,I'mgoingtowakethemup,justhideinthe

kitchen,don'tmakeasound,whenIclearmythroat

bringthefood"Thuladowhispered

"Sure"Mhlengisaidexcitedgivingheronethumbup

Thuladodissapearedintotheroom,Mhlengi

preparedhisphonetorecordthewholemoment.In

acoupleofminutesThuladocameintothekitchen,

shegesturedforMhlengitocomebutinsteadhe

didasignforhertotakethephoneandrecord,

Thuladocomplied.Shereturnedtothechildrenand

clearedherthroat,Mhlengitookthetwoplatesand



madehiswaytothediningtable.Lubanzifrozein

herchair,Lumihadherheadburiedonthetableit

wasasifshestillwantedtosleepsomemore.

Lubanzibrokeoutinashakyvoice.

"Baba!"hervoicevibrated,Lumiquicklyliftedupher

headinlighteningspeed,shejumpedoffherchair

almostknockingoffthefoodthatwasinMhlengi's

hand,Thuladotooktheplatesputtingitonthetable,

Lumiwasnowstuckonhisfatherlikeglueandshe

wasn'tplanningoncomingdown.Lubanziburied

herheadinherhandssoakingintears,thisalways

brokeMhlengiitkindofremindedhimoftheparty.

Itwasinterestinghowhertwinswereidenticalyet

differentintheirpersonality,heputLumidownand

crouchedinfrontofLubi.

"Doyouwanttogivedaddyahug?"Mhlengiasked

inhisthunderousvoice,Lubijumpedonhim

clingingandstickinglikeleech.Mhlengigently

strokeherback,thiswashisprincess,hisfirstborn



twin,shewassereneandquietlikemummybutwill

alwaysbespecial.Hethencarriedthemboth

dartinghiseyestoandfro,itwaslikeseeing

Thuladodoubled.

"Daddydidyougetpermissiontovisitagain?"Lumi

asked

"I'mbackforgood"Mhlengiinformed

"Yessss"Lumipunchedtheaircelebrating,"Now

uncleIfewillstopcominghere"Lumisaid,Thulado

wantedtodierightthere

"WhoisuncleIfe?"Mhlengiaskedinquisitively,

LubanzijustrestedherheadonMhlengi'schest

quietly.

"Heismom'sfriendbuthelikescominghereand

huggingmom"Lumisaid

"Luminjalo!"Thuladowarnedirritably

"Leavemychildalone"Mhlengisaiddismissively,

"Tellmemore"Mhlengiaskedputtingthemdown

eachontheirseats



LumikeptonbabblingThuladowantedtodigahole

andburyherselfinit,it'snotlikeanythinghappened

butitjustdidn'tlookgoodatall,thegirlsatetheir

breakfastandMhlengiservedthemice-creamwhile

hehadcoffeeandmuffins,Thuladoresortedtothe

bedroomtogetawayfromLumi'sbigmouth.After

whatseemedlikeforeverMhlengiwalkedinthe

bedroomandhelockedthedoor,heopenedhis

drawerandrevealedhisgunputtingontopofthe

pedestal.

"Nothinghappened!"Thuladosaidquickly,"Heismy

colleagueatwork,wearejustfriends.Heisnewin

thecountry…Iswearnothingisgoingon"Thulado

saidshakinglikealeaf.

Mhlengichangedintohissweatpantandahoodie

jacket,heputonhisvansandslidthegunbehind

hisback.HebentovertokissThulado.



"I'mgoingtoseeSfiso,canIborrowyourcar?"He

said

"Y-yes"shesaidstummering,sheswallowedhard

pointingatthecarkeys.

"Iwillbebackandmaybewecangoout,I'llbegone

foranhouroftwo"Mhlengisaidbeforesteppingout.

Thuladoletoutabreathofrelieve,shefeltsosilly

forblurtingoutallthatnonsenseandtheway

Mhlengiwassocoolabouteverythingkindof

worriedher.Sheplannedtogoandbeatthesh!tout

ofLumibutdecidedagainstit,shechosetolayon

thebedfacingtheceiling.

****

MhlengiparkedoutsideSfiso'shouse,heknocked

onthedoorandwaitedbutNanaopenedthedoor,

shefrownedconfusedastowhathewasdoing

here.



"Awskwizaa!"Mhlengisaidsmiling

"AmIseeingthingsor?"Nanaasked

"No,thisisreal…isSfisoaround?"hecutstraightto

thechase

"Yeah"sheturnedaroundcallingSfiso,inafew

minutesheappearedshirtlessshowinghislittlepot

belly

"AwKruger,zithinilapho"SfisofistpumpMhlengi

"Yizomfethu,lookIhaven'tforgottenwhatyoudid

forme.Arealmanstandonhisword,thankyou.

YouandMusacoveredmyshameandIwillpayit

forward",hesaidpullinghimintoabrohug.

"Owakithiwena,onewayMpumalanga"hesignaled

withhistwothumbsupandMhlengididthesame.

"SkelmYizo"Mhlengiaddedandwalkedaway.

Sfisowantedtoaskabouthisfamily,eversincehe

sawthatmaninrestaurantswhowasasplitimage



ofMhlengibuthedidn'twanttobeforwardincase

heiswrong.

****

Mhlengifoundhimselfatthebeach,theseabreeze

andfreshairisoneofthethingshelongedforwhen

hewasinside.Hewouldbelyingifhesaidhe

wasn'thurtbywhatLumisaidbutatthesametime

heknewThuladoandhetrustedher.He

rememberedhowgullibleandeasilytrustingshe

canget,buthewasconsoledbyknowingthat

nothinghappened,Thuladowasn'tsomeonewho

caneasilyliebutit'sbeenyearsandpeoplechange.

Heputonhishoodieandwalkedbacktothe

parkinglotmeanwhileFrankparkedrightnextto

him,hetooneededfreshair.Hehadalotonhis

mindandverylittletime,hewassoafraidofmaking

thewrongchoice,thistimearoundheonlyhadone

chancetomakeitworkoreverythingwillbeinvain

andhewilllooseeverything.Heopenedthedoor



andsteppedoutofthecar,Mhlengipaused

frowningitwasalmostlikehiseyesweredeceiving

him.
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Chapter56

*Durban*

Mhlengishutthedoorofthecarclosedandrushed

afterher

"Jessie!Jessie!"Hecalledoutinthecrowdbutthe

ladycontinuedwalked,whenhewascloseenough

heyankedhershoulderandthewomanturned



aroundstartled

"Whatthehelliswrongwithyou?"sheyelled

"I-I'msorry,IthoughtyouweresomeoneIknow"

Mhlengiapologizedgenuinely

"WellI'mnot!"Shesnappedfixinghertop,she

scoffedandresumedherwalking

Mhlengifeltshittyandembarrassedsohewalked

backtothecar,meanwhileFranksawaman

runningafterawoman,hejustglancedathimbut

didn'tgettoseehisfaceproperlysohechoseto

mindhisownbusinessandproceededtothepier.

Mhlengiignitedthecaranddroveoff.

****

Mhlengiwastopless,inhisshortsandpullinghis

Adidasslipon'swhilecarryingLubanzionhisback,

Thuladowasinherbikinisetcoveringwithafringe

trimcrochet,youcouldstillseeherbodyand



tattoosthroughthegapsandthegirlwasserving

flames,Mhlengimadesurehekeptherclose,Lumi

wasgallopinginfrontofthembecauseshewasthe

onewhochoseuShakaMarineasanouting.The

planwastoindulgeinthewetnwildthencatchthe

Aquariumlaterwhenthechildrenarewarnout,so

theycanbecalmandenjoythedolphinshow.

Thuladofoundaspotwheretheycouldsitwhilethe

twinsranriotinexcitement,theyjustdidn'tknow

whichslidtoridefirst.MhlengihadThuladoin

betweenhislonglegsandThuladohadNtobekoin

frontofher.

"Youlookhot"Mhlengiwhisperedinherears

"WiththestretchmarksIdon'tthinkso"shesaid

sadly

"Thosemarksareverysacredtomebecauseit'sa

signofgivingmethemostpreciousgifts…my

children,Iloveeverythingaboutthem"henibbled

onherneck



"S-stopweareinpublic"shesaidsoftly

"SoIcan'tloveyouinpublic?"heaskedsnakinghis

armsaroundherbody

"Idon'twantustogetchasedout,there'skidsin

here"Thuladoexplained

"I'mnotdoinganythingwrong"heplantedakisson

herneck,"I'mgoingtotakeNtobekoandwewilljoin

thegirls…let'sgoandhirestorage,wecan'tjustsit

hereit'safamilyfunday"Mhlengisaidstandingon

hisfeet.

Theywentandpaidforaslottokeepalltheir

belongings,theyweregivenakeytokeepandthey

left.Thuladodidn'twanttoremovehercrochettop

becauseofherstretchmarkssoshejumpedinto

thewaterjustlikethat,MhlengicarriedNtobeko

downtheslidesthoughThuladobeggedhimnottoo

becausehewasstillsmall,hearguedthathewasa

boyandheneededtobestrong.Theywentonthe

Mambaridetogether,Thuladowastotallyagainstit

butMhlengiwasnothavingit,heheldhissonand



wentrightin.Theguardstriedtostophimbutitwas

toolate,Ntobekowasheardwailinginsidethe

tunnelprobablywhentheypassedthedarkplace,

whentheyreachthebottomMhlengipickedhimup

intheairsohewouldn'tdipinthewater,he

launchedhisfeetonbubblingwaterandscreamed

"wooooo"Ntobekokeptquietandstartedgiggling

asthewatersplashedalloverhisfaceandbody.

Thetwinswerealreadyatthebottomclapping

handsinexcitement,Thuladoappearedlooking

ratherfrantic,sheputherhandonherchestsighing

inrelief,shethrewdaggersatMhlengibuthejust

winkedatherflashingasmile.

"Pleasedon'ttraumatizemybaby"Thuladosaid

pleadingly

"Relax!Infactyouneedtojoinus"Mhlengisaid

plantingakissonhercheek

"Yesmummypleasecomeridewithus"Lubanzi

begged,Thuladosmiledlooseningup.Thetwins

pulledherbacktothetopandMhlengiremained



withNtobeko,hespottedalittlepatchofwaterit

hadparentsandtheirlittlechildrensohewentthere

takingNtobeko.Therewaslittleridesandawhole

lotofinterestingthingsforyoungerbabies,Mhlengi

tookhimtothewaterwheelhepouredwateronit

andhewatchedinamazementwhenthewheel

movedfastersplashingwateronhimhegiggled

eagerlybecauseatleastthetemperatureofthis

waterwaswarm.

Twoskinnygirlsapproachedthem,theywerein

theirfancybikini'swithlonghair,welltheotherwas

justwearingaBrazilianweavejudgingbyhowdry

theywerelookingtheyweren'theretoenjoythe

waterfestivities.

"heissocute"theonewithaweavesaid

"CanIstealhim"Theblondewithblueeyessaid

"Thankyouandno"Mhlengisaidchuckling

"aaaahbummer"Theblondesaid,"I'mCourtney"



shesaidthrowingherhairatthebackgradually

flutteringhereyelashes

"AndI'mZiyanda"Theothersaidgiggling

"OK…I'mMhlengi"Hesaidkeepinghisgazeon

Ntobeko

"AlrightthenseearoundHD"Courtneysaidand

Ziyandagiggledblushing

SuddenlyThuladosnatchedawaythebabyfrom

Mhlengiandshemarchedaway,Mhlengiranafter

her.Ziyandascreamedregrettably.

"Sorry"theybothscurriedawaygigglingcovering

theirmouths.MhlengicaughtuptoThulado

grabbingherfreehand.

"Heyhey…whatsup?"Heaskedsofly

"Thekidsareenoughwiththewater"Shesaid

dismissively

"OKthen,let'sgoandchange"hesaidtryingtoget



NtobekobackbutThuladorefused.

"CanIpleaseholdhim?"Mhlengiaskednicely

"Goandholdthosegirlsyouwereentertainingnx"

Thuladostompedaway

"ButIwasn'tentertainingthem,theyweretalkingto

Ntobekonotme"Hesaidfollowingherlikealost

puppy

"Mxm"shesaidenteringthestorageroom

Theywerenowsittingintheauditoriumwaitingfor

theshowtobegin,thetwinscouldn'tcontaintheir

excitementbutThuladojustwantedtogohome,ifit

wasn'tforthechildrenshewouldn'tbehere

anymore.Theshowbegunwithsomefunkymusic,

thehostsmadetheDolphinsperformsometricks.

Thentherewastrickinneedofvolunteers,Lumi

screamedontopofhervoice"pickmeeeee"people

turnedaroundlookingatherchuckling,Mhlengi

decidedtomakeherstandonhisshoulderssoshe

couldbeseenwhileshescreamed,thehosts

laughedlookingather.Courtneyappearedwearing



adiversgear,shewhisperedsomethinginthehosts

ears.

"Alrightyouattheback"shesaidpointingatLumi,

"Won'tyoucomedownwithyourtwinsister"

LuminjaloclimbeddownMhlengishouldersand

bolteddownthestairsleavingLubanzibehind.

MhlengiscoopedLubanzioffthegroundand

descendedthestairswithherbecauseheknewshe

wouldjustgetshyandnotgo.Courtneyreceived

thematthegatesandsheledtheminsidethe

fencedarea.Mhlengireturneduptheauditorium

sittingnexttoThuladowhowastooquiet,Mhlengi

drapedhisarmaroundherbutshewasjustcold.

LumiandLubiwerenowgiventheprivilegetofeed

thedolphins,Lubanzikeptonaskingquestions

abouttheseacreaturesthatwerekeptinthe

AquariumwhichraisedaneyetoCourtney.

"Whatwouldyouliketobewhenyougrowup?"



Courtneyasked

"IwanttobeaMarinebiologist"shesaid

confidently

"Iwanttobeasuperstar"Lumisaidthrowingafish

inthewaterforthedolphintoeat

"I'maMarinebiologist"Courtneysaidsmiling,

Lubanzi'sfacelitupshejustcouldn'tbelieveit

"Really?"SheaskedbeamingbutLumiwasn't

movedshecontinuedwithhertask

"Yes!Youshouldaskdaddytobringyouhere

duringtheweek,Icantakeyouinthetanksand

showyouaround"Courtneysaid

"Ohmygosh…yesssss"shesaidbouncingupand

down

"Doyouknowhowtoswim?"Courtneyaskedher

"Gogoshaytaughtusbutmomsaidweneedto

learnmoretricksandsosheistakingusfor

swimminglessons"Lubisaid

"OhOKcool,Iwillbewaiting.Whenyoucometell

daddytoaskforCourtneyorZiyandaoneofuswill



comeandfetchyoubecausenooneisallowed

unlessit'saspecialarrangementlikethisone"

Courtneyadded

"OK…thankyou,canwegonow.Iwanttoaskmy

momanddad"Lubisaid

"I'mstillfeedingthedolphin"Lumiwhined

"ButtheDolphinsalreadyatethefullbucketand

thats25kgsoffishifyougivehimmorethanhewill

betoofulltodomoretricksfortheshow"Lubanzi

said

"Oh!"Lumisaiddeepinthought,"Iguessweare

donethen"shesaiddustingherhands.Courtney

tookthemtowashtheirhandsandleadthemback

tothegates

HescannedforMhlengiinthecrowdbutcouldn't

seehimtherewasjusttoomanypeoplestanding

andchildrenjumpingupanddownerratically

becauseofthemusicandtheshow,shestoodthere

watchingthegirlsascendingthestairs,thenshe

losttheminthecrowd,shereturnedbackstage



whereherrealworkwas.Thefunwasoverso

Mhlengidecidedthattheyshouldeattheirdinnerat

SpurinuShakaMarinesothatThuladudoesn't

havetocook.

Itwasbedtime.Mhlengihypedthekidssomuch

thattherewasmoregigglingthananything,Thulado

shookherheadanddecidedtotakeNtobekoin

sincehewasconkedoutalreadyhehadalong

eventfulday,probablyforthefirsttimeever.She

tuckedhiminandproceededtotakeaquickshower,

whenshewasdonecleaningherselfshesnuggled

undertheblanketsandloggedintohersocialmedia

platforms.Shepostedpicturesfromtodayand

immediatelyshereceivedsomanylikesandsome

peopleshowinghappyemoji'sseeingthatMhlengi

wasinthemix.

Mhlengicameinwithhisheartpoundinghecould

tellthatshewasn'tokay,andthiswasthefirsttime

Thuladowasmadaboutsomethinglikethisandhe



didn'tknowwhattoexpect.Hewentstraighttothe

bathroomtoshowerafterhewasdonehejoined

herinbed.

"Ithinkit'stimeformetogetthesesocialmedia

handles"Mhlengisaidpullingherclosetohimbut

Thuladodidn'tsayanything,"I'msorry"Mhlengi

said

"JustsoyouknowIoncehadafigureandasmooth

bodylikeyourgirlfriends,alltheyneedistogive

birthandtheirbodieswillchangejustlikemine"She

said

"Iknowthat"hesaidkissingher,"I'mnotherefor

yourbodybutforyou,can'tyouseethatI'minlove,

ngisemathandweni"hesangthelastpart,thenhe

tickledher

"Stopchangingthesubject"Thuladosaidtryingto

resistlaughingbutshefailed

"Stopbeingsourandangryforsillythings.Ithink

thosegirlsworkthereandtheywerejustbeingnice.

It'sNtobekoyoushouldbeangryatbecausethey



wereactuallycomplimentinghimnotme"He

chuckled

"Isawyousmilingshowingoffyourdimples"

Thuladosaidrollinghereyes

"Welele"Mhlengiburstedoutlaughing,"Isthisyour

jealousside?Ilikeit….it'sturningmeon"Mhlengi

saidslippinghishandinbetweenherthighs

"Goandfvckyourtallmodelgirlfriendswithlong

hair,it'safiesta…oneblackonewhite,longlegsflat

bumsandshinyskin"sherolledhereyes

dramatically,Mhlengilaughedsohardtillheteared.

"Mxm"Thuladosaid,"Goodnight"shegavehimher

back.

Mhlengikeptplantingkissesonherbackadmiring

hertattoo,ifonlysheknewhowpreciousshewasin

hislife,hewouldn'thavetoworryabouttheother

girls.Thuladostartedwigglingpokingherbutton

hiscrotch,Mhlengimoanedgettingarousedbythe

friction.HiscockwasnowpiercingThulado'sback.



"Ngicelaungibhebhisemamazi"hebeggedher

"Isaidgoodnight"Thuladosaid

"Awngeke!Youkeepshakingyourbumsand

touchingme,it'snotfair"Mhlengiwhined

****

NomzamoandFrankprayedbeforehoppinginto

bed,SbusiwasnotwellthereforeZamogavemeds

todiffuseherfever.

"Doyouthinkshe'sgoingtobealright?"Frank

asked,hepanickedasifshewasgoingtodie

"Yes,she'steething,it'snormal"Nomzamo

chuckledinhumour

"Whatsfunny?I'veneverhadtodealwithachild

before,forgivemeforbeingtoocareful"Franksaid



"It'scute,don'tmindme"Zamosaid

"I'mcancelingmymeetingtomorrowsoIcanlook

afterherwhileyougotowork"Franksaid

"Nononothatmeetingisimportant,justgo…the

nannywillhandleher"Nomzamoreplied,"Your

meetingwillonlytakeanhour"shesaid

"Nothingismoreimportanttomelikeyouand

Sbusisiwe"Franksaidpullingherclosekissingher,

"Comeandsitonme"Frankordered,Nomzamogot

excitedbecausesheknewwhatwastohappen.

Theykissedpassionatelyfondlingwitheachother,

theywerebothmoaningandgruntinginpleasureas

thesoundofskinslappingtoeachotherfilledthe

air,sweatmadelinesdowntheirbodiesasFrank

poundedintoNomzamo'spvssyremorseless,she

screamedindefeat.Theybothreachedtheirhappy

placeandfloppedonthebedpanting.

****



SfisotriedtouchingNanabutshepushedhishand

away.

"Awcumon"hesaidannoyed,"Youacting

childishly"hecalledherout.

"Idon'tthinkthisisgoingtowork,yourbaby

mama'sarerudeandit'sliketheyknowIcan'thave

children,Idon'tthinkIshouldhurtmyselfany

further"shespat

"Areyoudatingmeormybabymama's?"heasked,

"DidInottellyouthatIwillsortitout?"heasked

anotherquestion,"ifyouthinkI'mheretoplay

gamesthenpleaseseeyourselfout,Itoldyou

countlesstimesthatIloveyouandIwanttobuilda

homewithyoubutthisnonsenseyouareobsessed

withisatotalturnoff"hesaidjumpingoutofbed

"SomypredicamentisaturnofftoyouSfiso?I

knewyouwereactingyoujustlikealltheother

men"Shesaidjumpingoutofbedaswelllooking

forherclothes

"Andyoujustliketheothergirls,Ithoughtyouwere



maturedbutIwaswrong"heroaredback

"Mxmfuseg"Nanasaidangrily

"Don'tyoudaretalktometomelikethatNana

uyangizwa?I'mnotyourfriendungangijwayelikabi"

hespatvenomously

Nanakeptquietshepickedupherpiecesof

clothingandjustasshewasabouttoleaveherlips

trembledandshebrokedowncrying.Sfisoheaved

aheavysighwalkingtowardsher,hepulledherinto

hisembrace.

"I'msorry,pleasedon'tcry"hesaidregrettably,

"Ngiyakuthanda"hesaidsoftlykissingthetopof

herhead

"Itstillhurts,Ineedhelp"Nanasaid

"OKwewillgethelp,butpleasedon'tmeasure

yourselfupwithmyex's.Theyarejustmothersto

mychildrenandthat'sitandyouaremylovethere's

ahugedifference,IloveyouandIwillprotectyou.If



theysaythingstoyoujustdon'tshowthemit's

gettingtoyoubecausetheywillmakeitahabit.

Theydon'tknowifyoucanhavekidsornot,it'sin

yourhead,Iwasabouttothankyouforbeingso

goodwithmychildrenandyouwanttospoilitwith

this…nooomamazi,don'tdothat"Sfisosaid

"I'msorry"shesaid

"I'msorryforbeingharsh,comelet'ssleep"he

pulledherbacktobedandtheyslept

©ZamaGambusheYenga,2021
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Chapter57

*Durban*

It'sMondaymorning,thelaziestofthemall,theday

wherethealarmcriestheloudestandtheblankets

feelsthewarmest.Thuladowasalreadyadornedin

herspecialnurseuniformsinceherrankingswere

higher,herswasdifferentfromtherest.Mhlengi

couldn'tgethiseyesofher,seeingherinperson

wasevenmorefulfillingthenallthosepicturesshe

hadsenthim.Hepinnedheragainstthewall

pickingherupspreadingherlegs,hekissedher

hungrilybutThuladopulledoutpanting.

"I'mgoingtobelateforwork"shesaidlookinginto

hiseyes

"Kancaneplease"hebeggedhiseyesshrunkedlike

aspinachinaboilingpot



"Ah-ahyoualreadygotsome,westillneedtodrop

offthechildrenfirstandthetrafficiscrazyout

there"Thuladosaidtryingtowiggleoffhisgripbut

hekissedheragainthenhelethergoabitsad.

Hedressedupandpickedupthekeys,hewas

droppingoffthismorning,theyallhopedintothe

carandMhlengidroveout.Firstlyhedroppedofthe

twins,heescortedtheminsidetheschoolforthe

veryfirsttime,heevengottheprivilegetoget

introducedtotheirteacherandtheyshowedhim

aroundbriefly,thenhesprintedouttheschoolafter

givinghisgirlshugsandkisses.Afterwinding

throughthetrafficheparkedoutsideeNtabeni

hospitalThuladojumpedoutwhileMhlengi

unbuckledNtobeko,thiswasgoingtobethefirst

timeseeingThulado'sworkplaceandtosayhewas

feelingproudwasanunderstatement.Theystrolled

insidebyside,Thuladograbbedhisfreehandwhen

theyentered,shewantedeveryonetoseethe

famousMhlengishewouldn'tstopmentioning.



Mhlengiwasbeamingscanningaround,thestaff

turnedtheirheadsadmiringthecouple,amongst

themwasDrNwokoyewho'sheartbrokeintoa

millionpieces.Heknewtherewasnowayhewould

gethernow,heswallowedanddissapearedintohis

officewithasoreheart.Eventuallytheyarrivedin

Thulado'sroom,Mhlengistayedforabitandlefta

fewminutesafter8whenThuladowastostart

attendingtoherpatients.

****

FrankparkedNomzamo'scaroutsidethehotel,he

fixedhisgreyslimfitsuitandmadesurehelooked

goodandpresentable.Strikingadealwasalwaysa

fullpackage,youcanhaveamindblowingproposal

butgetturnedawayjustbecauseyoulacked

confidentandlookeddisorganized.Hewasmeeting

apotentialinvestorforhisnewlyestablished

business,itwasasteephillhonestlyandthesetype

ofthingsalwaysmadehimmissFredsodamn



much.Heheadedtothereceptionistandenquired

forthepersonhewasmeeting.

"Suite25firstfloor"Thereceptionistresponded,at

firsthewaspuzzledastowhytheyaren'tmeeting

inoneoftheloungesbutherememberedtheyuse

todoittooespeciallyifit'sameetingwithalotof

people,itneededalotofplanningandhotels

provideeverythingtomakeitsmooth.Soifyou

wanttoreallygooutyourwaytoimpressaclientor

investorthisisanidea.

Theelevatorpingedonfirstfloorandhewandered

offlookingforroom25,finallyfounditattheend,he

knockedclearinghisthroat.Thedoorcreakedopen

andaladyinasuitappearedatthedoor.

"Comeonin,youarerightontime"thefairladysaid,

shedirectedhimtothebalconywhereatablewas

setprofessionallywithastackoffilesbythelook

ofthingsitwasameetingforthree.



"Youcanhaveaseat,theyarepreparingour

breakfast,wewilleatwhilewewaitformypartner

tojoinus"theladysaid

"OK"Franksaidnervedrecked,theprofessionalism

intimidatedhimtothecore,evenhischarmswere

shaken

"I'mLisaMjajaoriginallyfromtheSouthCoastko

MthavunabutbasedinDurbanbecauseofbusiness,

I'mmarriedwithtwokids"shesaidstretchingher

hand,Frankshookitandnodded

"I'mFrankSimmonssoontobemarried,Ihaveone

beautifulbabygirl"Hesaidflashinghisfamous

smile

"Ohhowcute,howoldisshe?"Sheasked

"1year3months"hesaid

"Soontheywilltakeoveryourhouse,Irememberit

likeitwasyesterday.ItoldmyhusbandI'mdone

afterthesecondone,Iwantedtofocusonmy

business"shesaid

"Nice,Iloveeverypartofbeingaparentmaybeit's



becauseshe'smyfirst"Franksaid

"Definitely,onceumarriedandhavemorekids

thingswillstarttochange.MyhusbandandIarein

abadspaceaswespeakbecausehefeelslikeI'm

notassubmissive,it'salmostlikeIshouldn'tchase

mydreamsandfocusonhimandthekidswhichis

totalbull"thefoodcameIthepairstartedeating.

"AhwellIhaveneverbeenmarriedsoIdon'thave

adviceforyoubutwhatIknowisthatwhenI

elevatesodoesmypartner…weneedtosupport

eachotherinaunion"Franksaid.

"IagreeIwishmyhusbandcouldseethingsinmy

perspective,nowwearedriftingapart.Hisbeenin

Joburgforamonthnowandapartofmeknowshis

avoidingme"sheadded

"Talktohim,don'tgiveup"Franksaid

Afterbreakfastthestaffcametoclearthetable,

Lisalaidoutthefilesandopenedabottleofwine.

Shepouredforbothofthemandtheystarted

drinkingwhilehavingaflowingconversation,they



bothkeptglancingattheirwatches.

"Idon'tknowwhat'skeepinghimsolong,it'sunlike

him"Lisasaiddialinghispartnersphonebutitkept

ontakinghertovoicemail,sheexcusedherselfto

usethebathroom.

Frankfeltmorerelaxedaftertwoglassesofred,just

whenhewasabouttocallthenannytofindout

aboutSbusiLisareturnedinjustherbraanda

thongFrankstartedpanicking,knowinghishistory

withwomenhetriesbyallmeansnottobein

compromisingsituationslikethis,heturnedhis

chairandfixedhisgazeoutside.Hedivertedhis

thinkingtoNomzamo,shewasbeautifuland

everythinghewantsandneedsnextthinghefelt

herhandsslippinginsidehisshirt,shewalked

aroundandsatonhiscrotch.Shestarteddry

humpingonhimkeepingthestare.

"Whatareyoudoing?"Frankaskedswallowinghard



"Maybethisisasignyouknow,youcouldhelpagirl

outandwewillneverspeakofthisagain.Ijustneed

toblowoffsomesteam"Lisasaidsexily,Frank's

cockbetrayedhimherpvssywassittingrightonit

andallhewantedtodowastopokeitinsideofher.

"I-Ican'tdoit"Franksaidpushingheroff

"Yesyoucan,Icanfeelyourdick…comeon,wewill

bequick"Shesaidopenherbraandherperky

boobssprungout

"Shit!"Frankutteredunderhisbreath,hejumpedup

grabbinghisbagtorunoutbutLisabeathertoit,

shestoodblockingthedoor.

"Notsofast,notafterIhaveembarrassedmyself

likethis…please"shesaidpleadingly

"lookyouarebeautifulandallbutI'mnotaboutthis

life"sheshuthimupwithadeepkisslockingher

legsaroundhim,Frankpinnedhertothedoor

kissingherback…savedbythebell.Herphone

startedringing,shecursedunderherbreathwalking

outtothebalconywheresheleftit.



"Hello"shesaidgatheringherself,"Accident?OKI

willrequestanUberforyou"shelickedherlips

hangingup,whenshepickedupherheadFrank

wasgone,shescreamedinanger.Sheranintothe

bathroomtodressup,swearwordsflowedoutof

hermouthlikeafountain,howwillsheexplainthis

toherpartner.MeanwhileFrankrestedhisheadon

thesteeringwheeloutsidethehotel,hewasso

shamefulthatheactuallyentertainedthatbitchabit.

HowwashegoingtofaceNomzamo,allthiswhile

hethoughthewasstrongnowandthathewouldn't

gobacktothatlifeofimmoralityboyhewaswrong.

Infacthowdoyouknowyouhaveovercomean

obstaclewithoutbeingtested?Andhefailedhis

test.

Heshamefullystartedthecarheadinghome,no

businessdealandawholelotofdissapointment…

hedroveoff

****



Mhlengiplayedsomemusicandbegandancing

withNtobeko,theyweretheonlyone'sleftinthe

house.Itwasonlyafewminutesleftforhimtogo

andfetchthetwinsfromschool,Ntobekowiggled

outofhisarmspointingatayellowballthatwas

stuckinbetweenthebooks,Mhlengiplacedhim

downandwatchedhimbalancewiththecouchand

theTVstandtillhereachedwherehewantedtogo,

hetriedgrabbingtheballbutitwasfurtherin.

"Howdidyouseeit?",Mhlengiaskedchuckling,he

tookitoutforhimthenhethoughtjustonenudge

andallthosebookscouldcometumblingdownon

hisson.Hepickedhimupmovinghimawayfrom

thestack,hethencheckedhisemailaddresstosee

ifanyofthepsychologistsheenquiredfromreplied

buttherewasnothing.Hethendecidedtocall

Nhlanhlo.

"Sbari"shesaidproudly



"Hey…yougood?"heask

"YeahI'mgood,howcanIhelpyou?"sheasked

"Whatdoesdadthinkofme?Iwanttosendaletter

tohimsoIcancomeandtalktohimbeforeI

finalisethings"hesaid

"Hedoesn'tknowyousohewon'tsaymuch,his

verygratefulandimpressedthatyouprotectingus,

comethroughitshouldbefine"Nhlanhloanswered

"HisnotmadthatIinvadedhisdaughter?"heasked

chucklingnervously

"Justcome,youwillbefine"sheassuredhim

"OK,butterhimforme,Iwillmakeitworthyour

while"Mhlengisaid

"NotmanymenareresponsiblelikeyouMhlengi,

youhavenothingtoworryabout.Aslongasyou

continuetoshowmysisterreallovewearehappy,I

knowdadwillchooseyouforThuladoanyday"

Nhlanhlosaid

"Youdon'tknowhowluckyIamtohavemet

Thulado,pureloveishardtofindandIcanproudly



saythatI'moneoftheluckyone's.Iloveher"

Mhlengisaid

"Youknowaboutherproblem?…shetendsto

collectstuff"Nhlanhlosaidhesitantly

"Yeah,she'sahoarder,I'mgoingtogetherhelp"He

said

"Hermotherwasthesame,shehasbeenthrougha

lot.She'sawarethatpeoplearegossipingabouther,

sheactslikeshedoesn'tcarebutIknowshedoes.

Theyusedtocallherinuku(dirty/untidyperson)

hereathome,theytriedcountlesstimestogetridof

thestuffbutshewouldflip.I'msogladyouareout

ofprisonbecauseIwassoworriedabouther"she

saidbreakingintoasob,"Iknowshelookslikeshe's

crazy,othersdon'tunderstandbutIthinkshe'sstill

traumatizedbyhermother'spassing"Nhlanhlosaid

sniffing,"Iknowwedon'tshareamotherbutsheis

myyoungersisterandIloveherregardless,ithurts

toseeherlikethis"Sheadded

"Shewillbebetter"Mhlengisaidandhungup

quickly.



Hecaughthistearsbeforetheyfelltotheground,

thiswashisshortyandGodknowshewoulddie

firstbeforehecouldgiveuponher.Hecould

almostseehisgorgeousgirlwalkingdowntheaisle

andhimwaitingforherunderthealter,hismind

startedracingtothatdayhebudgedintohershack

hidingfromthemob,thentothatdaywhenhe

almostdiedthecommunitywantedtokillhimlikea

dogbutshortysavedthedaybycallingthepolice.

Hereminiscedtheveryfirstdaytheywereintimate,

theywerebothhomelessinsomeBnBlittledidhe

knowthathewasmessingwithavirginthatday.

Shewassosweetandinnocent,hesmashedit

playfullynotknowingthathewouldgetmesmerized.

Fromthatdaythingswereneverthesame,heknew

hewantedtogettoknowherfortherestofhislife

andtodaytheyareherewithkidsandall.

Heglancedathiswatchanditwastimetogoget

hisgirls,hepickedupNtobekoandleft.
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Chapter58

ThegangwassittingoutsideMcDonald'seating



theirlunch,Lubanzicouldn'tstopyappingabout

seeingCourtneythisafternoonbutLuminjalo

thoughtitwasgoingtobeboringshewasmore

thrilledthatshewasgoingforherartlessonswith

gogoShay.MhlengiwaitedforThuladu'scall,they

decidedthatshewilltakeLubitotheAquariumafter

theydropoffLumiinDurbanNorth.Ntobekowas

busywithhischickennuggetswithnocareinthe

world,finallyMhlengi'sphonerang.

"Shorty!"Heanswered

"Eishbabe,I'mworkinglatetoday.Peopleare

callinginsickandthehospitalisshortstaffed,I

havetocover.Youwillcomefetchmeatnine"

Thuladosaidsadly

"OhOKandthekidsextramuraltoday?"Mhlengi

asked

"Youcancalltheaupairtotackleit,sheknows

whattodo"Thuladosaid

"IwanttodoitsinceI'mathome"Mhlengisaid



"OKthen,dropoffthetwinsatSharon'sandyoucan

staywithNtobeko"Thuladosaid

"Hawu!DidyouforgetthatLubanzihasan

appointmentwiththeMarinebiologist?"Mhlengi

asked

"Shecangosomeothertime,theynormallydothe

artclasstogether"Thuladoargued

"Seriously?SoLubanzimustdosomethingshe

doesn'tlike,foronceshe'sexcitedforthisnowI'm

goingtohavetobreakherheart!"Mhlengisaid

dissapointed

"Fine!Takehermaybehookupwiththeblondieas

wellwhileyouatit"Shesaidangrily

"HaveIevergaveyouareasontodoubtme?Thisis

forourgirl,canyoujuststopplease"Hesaidsternly

"Okyoucango…seeyoulater"Shehungup

Mhlengisighedpinchingthebridgeofhisnose,

thenhenoticedanotificationforanewemail,he

pressedonitandasmilecreptonhisface.Itwasa



replyfromthepsychologists,shewasbasedin

Durbanandwasmorethanhappytoseethem.He

calledthenumbergivenimmediately.

"ElaineWatsonhere,howcanIhelpyou?"she

answeredthephone

"HiI'mMhlengi,Ijustsawyourreplytomyemail.

WhencanIbookforasession?"heasked

"OhhiMhlengi,Ihaveslotsthewholeofnextweek.

Thefirstsessionwewilljusthaveachat,thenfrom

thereIwillbeabletosaywhichdirectionwewill

takebutIwanttocommendyouforseekinghelpfor

yourwoman.Hoardingisaseriousmentalillness

anditcanonlydeteriorate,somepeopledieas

hoarderstheynevergethelpbecausetheydon't

wanttobehelped…welldonetoyou"shesaidso

sweetly

"Ireallyhopeshewillallowustohelpher,itwill

breakmyheartifsherefuses,Idon'tseemyself

stayingwithherfortherestofourlivesifshe

choosestoremainlikethis,I'vebeenthereandit's



fustratinganddraining"hesaidsadly

"Andthat'sthethingabouthoarding,peoplearound

yougetfedupandbeforeyouknowityouarelike

anIslandandtrustmeit'snotanicefeeling.Soyou

doingtherightthing,yourchildrenwillgrowand

theirfuturerelationshipswillgeaffectbyherclutter,

theywon'tbringfriendsover,theywillstrugglewith

theirself-esteemandthemosthurtfuliswhenthey

startgettingembarrassedoftheirownmother"she

added

"Ican'tletthathappen!"Mhlengiassured

"Good!YoucanbookonlineandIwillseeyounext

week"Shesaid.

"Thankyou"hehungupthoughtfully,hestaredat

hischildrenandsmiled,hestillcouldn'tbelievehe

wasafatherofthree,"Comeonlet'sgo!"heordered

them

LumiwasdroppedofatSharon'sandnowthey

wereontheirwaytouShakaMarine,theyaskedfor

Courtney!thereceptionistphonedherandshe



appearedafteracoupleofminutes,herhairwas

bouncingupanddown.Shesmiledwithhereyes

too,Lubanziranuptoherandjumpedhuggedher

butMhlengistayedonthesamepositionholding

Ntobekoinhisarms.

"Hey"Courtneysaidsweetly

"Hi"Mhlengisaid,hehadtoadmitthegirlwas

beautifulbutwhensheturnedaroundthewasno

fvckenass

"Comethroughthisway"Shesaid

TheywereinCourtney'soffice,itseemedlikeshe

waspreparedforthis,shehadacoupleofscuba

divinggearslaidoutrandomlyindifferentsizes.

"OKLubiI'mgoingtogetyoudressed,I'mgoingto

havetoholdyouinsidetheAquariumandmyfriend

Ziyandawillbetheretotakepicturessoyoucan

keepthemforever"Shesaidexcitedly



"OhIcan'twait"Lubisaid

"Andyoudaddy,youcanwatchfromoutside.Iwill

showyouwhereyoucanwait"Courtneysaid

"OKthat'scool"Mhlengisaiditwassonicetosee

Lubanzithisexcited,hejustknewthathehadto

nurturethisdreamofhers.

"OKfirstupthisisawetsuit,youneedtofeel

comfortableandlightitfeelslikeyoursecondskin,

thenyouwillputonscubaglovestokeepyourlittle

handswarminthewater.Themaskistoprotect

youreyesandthesnorkelwillhelpyoutobreath,I

willcarrythetanktogiveyouair,youstilltoosmall"

shechuckled,thenthefinsaretohelpyoumove

seamlesslyinthewaterwithoutusingtoomuchof

yourenergywhenswimming"shedressedherup

completely,"Areyouready?"Sheasked

"Yes"shesaidshowingherthumbsup

Courtneyundressedleavingonlyherthongandbra,

Mhlengiturnedtolooktheotherway,apartofhim

wantedtolaughbutheheldhimself.Courtneyput



onherscubagearandleadthemout,Mhlengi

stayedoutsidetheglasstankswaitingtoseeLubi,

heevenhadhisphoneonstandby.Afterwhat

seemedlikeforeverZiyandaisseenfirstswimming

upwithacameraathandthenCourtneyswam

alongwithLubiinherarms.Courtneyshowed

LubanziMhlengiandNtobekoshewaved

vigorously.Mhlengiwasbeamingtakingavideo,

insidethetankwasdifferentkindsofseacreatures.

Courtneytookhertoseethestingrays,thenthe

turtlesandawholelotofdifferenttypesoffish,

thenshesawsomestarfishatthebottomofthe

tanks.AfterwhatseemedlikeforeverCourtney

decidedtoaddacherryontop,shetookLubanziin

thecagetoseethesharks,sheknewhowspecial

thispartwasespeciallytothechildren.Lubanzi

wasinawe,shewishedshecouldtouchthembut

shehadtobeinsidebecausesharkswereabit

dangerousandsafetycomesfirst.



NtobekohadfallenasleeponMhlengi'sarms,sohe

decidedtositonthebenchesprovidedinsidethe

Aquarium,theywerewaitingforthefutureMarine

biologiststoreturn.Lubanziapproachedrunningin

exhilaration,shelatchedonherdadwithherheart

beatingoutofhermouth.

"Calmdownpumpkin"Mhlengisaid

"Isawthesharksdaddy,thehammerheadandeven

thegreatwhiteshark"shesaidimmensely

"OK!OK!youneedtobreathe"hechuckled,

Courtneyappearedfromaroundthebend,shewas

grinninginsatisfaction

"So?Whatdoyouthink?"Sheaskedcrouchingto

herlevel

"Itwasamazing!Iloveit!"Lubisaid

"WellI'mhavingatalkattheSharksboardon

Saturday,theywillbeguttingareallife

hammerheadifyouwanttocome"Courtneyoffered

"CanIgodaddy?…please"Lubibegged



"YougoingtohavetoaskmummybutI'mcool"

MhlengisaidtoLubi

"Thankyou"shehuggedherdadcarefulnottowake

Ntobeko

"Thankyou"MhlengisaidtoCourtney

"It'sapleasure"shesaidbattingherlongeyelashes,

"ohandI'mgoingtoneedyournumbertosendyou

thepictures"sheadded

"OhOK"Mhlengirecitedhisnumberandtheyleft

****

Frankarrivedathomeandspentsomequalitytime

withSbusibeforeheexcusedhimself,thenanny

tookoverandhewenttolockhimselfintheroom.

Sleepgotthebetterofhim,whileinhisslumberhe

sawhimselfinaKingsizebedhehadagirlon

eithersideofhisarms,bythelookofthingshehad

athreesomewiththemanditwasgood.Heglanced

toseetheirfacesbutitwasjustablurhecouldonly



indulgeintheirsexybodies,yellowboneswith

curvesandnicelonglegs.Hesmiledandfacethe

ceilingbutsuddenlythebedstartedmoving,hegot

startledsittingonhisbuttsandnoticedforamatter

offacthewasinastillriver.Itwasmassivebutstill

asastatueyetthebedwasmoving,helooked

aroundfranticallynotknowingwhattodo,hetried

wakingupthetwogirlsbuttheywerefastasleep.

Hestoodonthebedattemptingtojumpintheriver

buthesawthePhantomeagerlywaitingtograspat

himsoheretreated,hefelttheurgetopray.He

prayedinhisheartandthatseemedtohave

angeredthephantombecauseheaggressively

destroyedthebed,hesmasheditintopiecesFrank

losthisbalancefallingoverandjustbeforehe

couldsplashintothewateraboatmiraculously

appearedwithamanasarafter,thestrangerrafted

theboatinhighspeedleavingthewreckedbed

behindasfortheladiesunfortunatelytheyfell

inside.



Hewassavedjustlikethat,thestrangerturnedon

hisheelleavinghimatshore,hecouldn'tseehis

facebuthefeltsoclosetohim,hewalkedjustlike

himandthebodystructurewasasifhisseeing

Fredorhimselfapartfromtheskintone,hewasa

taddark.Nowitwaslikehewassleepingagainin

thehouse,thePhantomcamehoveringoverSbusi.

Frankscreamedforhimtogetawaybutthe

Phantompickedherupandattemptedtoleavewith

hersuddenlyNomzamoappearedfromnowhere

andsnatchedSbusiaway,thePhantomleftinanger,

hiswanderingledhimtoanotherhousebuthe

wasn'tfamiliarwithit.Hesawthemonster

Phantomhoveringovertwingirlsandalittleboy

whowasaboutSbusiage,Frankscreamedonce

morebutthistimearoundtheverysamemanthat

helpedhiminthewaterappearedwithtwobeautiful

woman.Theywereshortinheightandtogetherthey

createdabarricadeoverthechildren,thePhantom

dissapearedindefeat.Thenextthinghefelt

strangulationonhisneckbutcouldn'tseewhereit

wascomingfrom,hekickedandgaggedtryingto

breakfree.Heprayedinhisheartandthegrip



aroundhisneckvanished,hesatonhisbutts

pantingandsweating,hewentonhiskneesand

prayedhard.Whenhewasdonehetookaquick

showersohecouldfetchNomzamofromwork.

NomzamobeamedseeingSbusiattheback

buckledinherseat,it'snoteverydaythather

daughterfetchesheratwork.

"Hellosmushy!"Shesaidkissingherallover,Sbusi

giggled."Howisshefeelingnow?"Nomzamoasked

"She'sgood,nomorefeverbutshe'sstillnoteating

likebefore"Frankreported

"It'snormal,aslongassheeatssomethingand

drinksherliquids"Nomzamosaid

"Iguesssheisgreatthen,howwasyourday?"They

kissedwhenNomzamojumpedinfrontseat

"Itwasokay,andyourspleasetellmethegood

news"Nomzamosaiderratically

"Theypostponed"hesaidkeepinghiseyesonthe



road,hewastiredofdissapointingher

"Butwhy?"Sheaskedworryingly

"Theotherguydidn'tcomeduetosomeemergency,

Iwillhavetoreschedulewiththemagain"hesaid

"OhOKcoolthen,youlookexhausted"Nomzamo

said

"Ihadaterribledream,it'slikeIwillneverescape

thePhantom…hisstilllookingforme"Franksaid

honestly

"ThedevillikestotestGodbutHealwayscomes

outvictoriousfretnotbaby,youdon'tbelongtohim

anymore"Nomzamosqueezedhisshoulder

****

At9:05pmThuladosatoutsidethehospitalinIfe's

company,hesaidhewouldn'tleaveuntilThulado

wasfetchedsincesherefusedforhimtodropher

off.



"Icouldjusttakeyouhomeyouknow"Ifesaidagain

"AgainI'mtellingyouthatMhlengiisfetchingme"

shesaid,"YoucangoIwillbefine,thesecurityis

here"sheadded

"Ijustwanttomakesureyouaresafe"hesaid

honestly

"Igiveup"shesaidthrowingherhandsintheair

"Whycan'thebuyhimselfhisowncarinsteadof

hoggingyours?"Ifeasked

"Aymindyourownbusiness..Please"Thuladosaid

"OK"Ifesaidshrugginghisshoulder,"Ijustcannot

understandwhysomemenareOKwithbeingkept

byawomen,notnecessarilyherebuteverywhere.

It'sbecomingatrend,aman'sjobistoprovidefor

hisfamilybuttodaymensleepinwhiletheirwomen

breaktheirbackstoputfoodonthetable…thelevel

oflazinessinthisworldtodayisadisgrace"hesaid

irritably

"NoIunderstandwhatyoumeanbutthat'snot



Mhlengi"Thuladosaidconfidently

"Ifyousayso"Ifesaidshakinghishead

"HowisIjeomasettling?"Thuladoasked

"She'sfineoo,she'snottooimpressedwiththe

marketshere,it'snotthesameasbackhomebutI

toldhershewillalwaysfindsomethingsimilarand

thatthisisSouthAfricaandnotNigeria"Hesaid

chuckling

"Icanimagine,IthinkthatsoneofthereasonsI

wouldn'twanttorelocate,IlovemySouthAfrican

food"Thuladosaidchuckling

"Homeisalwaysspecialbutit'salsonicetoexplore

otherculturesinsteadofcomplaining,younot

homeandyoucan'texpectittobelikehomeyou

know"Ifesaid

"Benicehawu,Ithinkyouaretoohardonher"

Thuladosaid

"I'mtryingbutIdon'tthinkIwantthemtolivewith

me…Ijustcan't"Hesaidsadly

"Giveherachanceman,maybeyouthinkthegrass



isgreenerontheothersideattheendoftheday

sheisawomanjustlikemeorothergirlsyouare

lookingat,sheisyourwifeIfe"Thuladoinformed

sadly

"Let'schangethesubjectabeg,thisthinguna

makemyheaddeyscatter"Hesaidburyinghis

head

Mhlengiappearedfromnowhere,heputhishands

inhispocketstandingbeforethemwithhishoodie

coveringhishead.

"icherieyami"hesaidsmilingatThulado,she

grabbedherbagandranintohisarms,Mhlengi

pickedherupandkissedherhungrily

"ByeIfe"Thuladosaidinbetweenthekiss

Mhlengiwalkedtowardsthecarstillcarrying

ThuladoinhisarmsIfejustwatchedthemin

disbelief.Hepulledhistongueinannoyancethen



hestompedtowardshiscar"Mxmidiots..Lookat

themmcwmcwmcw"hesaidinsidethecar,hehit

thegasanddroveoff.

©ZamaGambusheYenga,2021
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Chapter59

*Durban*



ItwasaThursdayafternoonandthechurchwasa

hostingawomen'smeetingsoNomzamoinvited

ThuladoandThuladoinvitedNana.Themenwere

leftwiththekidsastheladiesmetoutsidethe

churchparking.Nanabeingthemostbubbly

jumpedoutofSfiso'scarfirstfollowedby

Nomzamo,shealmostscreamedseeingNanashe

wasn'texpectingtoseeherhere,thenThulado

joinedthemfinally.

"Heyladies,IinvitedNana,Ihopeyoudon'tmind"

Thuladosaid

"Nonotatall,I'mactuallyhappy.Themorethe

merrier"Nomzamosaid

"ThankyouladiesIneededthis,mylifeisweighing

onme,Ineedapickmeup"Shesaidheavingasigh

"Nothingbeatsswimmingintheholyspirit,you

madetherightchoice"Nomzamosaid

Theyallmadetheirwayin.Thepastorswifewas



alreadyseatedinfrontreadingtheBible,assoonas

shesawthemshestoodonherfeetandwelcomed

themwithwarmhugs.

"Youarewelcomed,I'mSarah"shesaid,Nomzamo

introducedNanabecauseshealreadyknew

ThuladofromtheSundayservicesandher

intelligenttwins.

Morewomencameinshewentandgreeted

everyone,Thetriadsatinthefrontwaitingforthe

meetingtobegin.Wheneveryonewassettledthe

wifestartedthemeeting.Sheopenedinprayerthen

shesmiledattheladiesinadmiration.

"OKfirstlythisisnotachurchservice,wearehere

tohavefunandrelax,Ihaveorganizedforour

meetingtotakeplaceinthegardenandI'mtolditis

ready,sograbyourstuffandlet'sgo"thepastors

wifeordered,theyallfollowedeachothertothe

backwherethechurchgardensweresituated,that



areaswasusedforSundayschoolonlybecauseof

thebeautifulgrass.

Therewasastretchtentcoveringthelavishly

adornedtableandchairs,itwasbeautiful,therewas

varietiesofcupcakesandcakescoveredonthe

tablethentherewasplatesandcutlerywhichmeant

theyweregoingtofeast.Onthesidetablewere

drinksinglassjuicedispenserswithtaps,they

lookedsizzlingcoldandenticingintheDurbanheat.

Theywereinstructedtoeachgrabacardwitha

letterandwhenit'stheirturntheymustsaythefirst

thingthatcomestotheirmindstartingwiththe

lettertheyhaveintheirhands.Ladiesstarted

blurtingoutthingslikecar,banana,shoesand

moneywhenitwasNomzamo'sturnshescreamed

"Frank"theladiesburstedoutlaughing

"Ah-ahIknowyouloveyourmanbutpleaselethim

stayathometonursethebaby,thisisaboutyou"

Sarahsaid

"Sorrybutthatwasthefirstthingthatcametomy



mindwiththeletterF"Shesaidtoherrescue,Nana

shifteduncomfortably.

Theyallgottointroducethemselvesoverjuiceand

cupcakes,itwaschilledandrelaxingforreal,Sarah

allowedthemtominglebeforesheintroducedthe

nextactivityonthelist.SoNanathoughtthiswas

therighttimetoask.

"SoFrank?"NanaaskedNomzamo

"Iknow,Iknow"shesaidshyly,"Icouldn'tignoreit

anylonger,Ilovehimsohard"shesaid

"Iheardmammfundisitalkingaboutababy?"Nana

asked

"Yeahwehaveadaughter,sameageasThulado's

boy"Nomzamosaid

"Ohwowmustbenice,nooffensebutyoudeserve

better.Idon'tknowwhatanicepersonlikeyousaw

inFrankhonestly,hisadouchebaglikehisdead

brotherFred.Theydestroyedmanylivesincluding



mine,theyusewomenfortheirdirtycult,hewill

cheatonyouandleaveyoudrysisi"Nanasaid

unapologetic

"Nanastop!"Thuladowarned

"WhyshouldIstop?Hmmm?Theytookmywomb

Thuladowhycouldn'ttheysacrificetheirsperms

huh?I'mtheonesufferingnowandhegetshis

happilyeverafter…fuckthisshit,Ihopehis

daughterdiesnxa"Nanasaidwithherlipstrembling

"Nanadon'tyoudarespeakthosewordsagainstmy

daughteryouhearme?Ifeelforyou,Ireallydoand

Frankregretsiteverysingledaybuthisreformed

andunfortunatelycannotchangethepast.Also

Nanayouweren'tforcedyoumadeachoicethat

camewithahorribleconsequences,justlikeImade

achoicetosleepwiththemandIwastormentedby

ademon…youneedtoheal,butleavemydaughter

outofthis"Nomzamospat

"Ithurts,IwishIcouldchangethehandsoftime,it's

hurts"shesaid

"It'sOKbabe,it'sokay"Thuladorubbedherback



Afterawhiletheywerecalledbacktotheirseats,

Nana'smoodwasdampenedshedidn'tevensit

nexttoThuladoandNomzamoanymorebutrightat

theendonherown.Sarahstartedtalking.

"Aaaaahyoufeelthat?"shesaid,"Peaceand

silence…nokids,nohusbands…isn'titnice?"She

asked,theladiesgiggledinagreement."wellwe

onlyhaveanhourbeforewegobacktoreality,now

beforeIgetontothenextlevelofourgatheringI

haveaquestiontoaskeachofyou.Whatisthat

onethingyouwantthemost?Iwillgofirst,Iwant

healing.Iwanteachoneofyoutohealinwhatever

itisyouaregoingthrough,weallhaveindividual

demonsthatwearefightingeverysingleday.

Sometimestheycreepoutandinterruptourdayto

dayrunningofourlivesHEAL,doitforyourself"she

saidtakingherseat.Nanastoodupfirst,she

clearedherthroat.

"IwantchildrenandIcan'thavethembecausemy



wombwassacrificetoacult...it'sgone…literally.I

wenttothehospitalandonthreeoccasionsitwas

confirmedthatIdon'thaveawomb.IthoughtIwas

enjoyingmylifeandthatwhenI'mreadyIwillsettle

downmaybegetmarriedandhavechildrenbut

insteadIgotburnmarksallovermybodyandI'm

wombless"tearskeptonflowingdownherface,

Sarahwalkeduptoherandpulledherintoan

embrace.

"It'snotoversthandwasami,yourstoryisnotover"

Sarahwhisperedinherear,whenshecalmeddown

Thuladostoodupbutimmediatelystartedplaying

withherhands.

"Iwanttogetmarriedmorethananything.Iknow

thesedaystheysaymarriageisnotanachievement

butformeitwillbe.Ihaveadegreemycareeris

justashowIdreamedofittobe,Ihavethree

beautifulchildren.IhaveeverythingIlongedfor

growingupexceptaringonmyfinger,forgiveme

forlettingtheteamdownbutIwanttogetmarried"

shesaidshyly

"Itmaynotbeanachievementforothersbutforyou



itwillbeandnothingwillstandinyourway,youwill

getmarriedinJesusName"Sarahsaidandthe

otherladiesagreedinunison,Nomzamostoodupa

bitsadfromthealtercationshehadwithNana.

"MineissimilartoThulado,obviouslyIdreamedof

aweddingtoobutmyreasonsareslightlydifferent.

Mymomnevergotmarriedbutshewaslivingwith

mydad,unfortunatelyhepassedonbeforehecould

fulfillhispromisetoherandunluckyformeIhadto

growupwatchingdrownhersorrowsaway,she

diedwithabrokenheart,Idon'tknowwhatit'slike

tobeinawarm,lovinghomewithbothparents.

Memoriesofmychildhoodaren'tsogreatsoIwant

somethingdifferentforSbusisiwe,Iwantherto

havewhatIdidn't"shesaidandtookherseat.

Sarahprayedwiththeladiesafterhearingeachand

everyoneofthem.Thenanearlysupperwasserved,

theyateoverjokessharedbythechurchladies

abouttheirhusbands.



"InclosingladiesIwanttoencourageyoutopray

foryourhouseholds,foryourmenandchildren.

Therepowerinaprayerfulwoman,andin

everythingpleasetakecareofyourself,Iknowwe

havebusyschedules.Fromworkwehavethese

mentopleaseandthesechildrentonurturebut

don'tforgetaboutyourself,goforthosetreatments

andtakecareofthatbody,eathealthyanddrink

lotsofwater.Sleep!Restisessential,Iwasreading

thestoryofEsthertheotherdayandIpickedupa

fewthings,theBiblesaidEstherwasbeautifuland

shehadanicefigure,thenitwentonandsaidshe

wentforbeautytreatmentforoneyearbeforeshe

couldbepresentedtotheKing,sixmonthswithoils

ofmyrrhandsixmonthsofperfumeandcosmetics,

shehadpeopleappointedtotreathersothatshe

wasrelaxedandbeautifultobeseenbytheking"

shechuckled,"WhyamIsayingthis?Shine

beautifulLady!Don'tletyourselfdown,pamper

yourselfsmellniceforyourpartner.Bathadorn

yourselfsothatwhenheseesyou,hedoesn'twant

tolookelsewherenonethelesstheKingpicked

EstheroverQueenVashtinotonlybecauseofher



beautyandthetreatmentsbutitwasthefavorof

God.NoteverythingisinmanpowerbutinHis

hands,berealandstoptryingtobelikeotherslet

thefavorofGodplaceyouwhereyoushouldbe…

stopfightingit,becauseattheendofthedayHis

willbedone"shesaid,therewassilence,"Itwas

nicespendingtimewithyou,Ihopetoseeyouallat

churchonSundayshesaid.

****

Frankwasonacallwithoneoftheinvestors.

"I'msorryIwaslate,Ihadminorcaraccidentcan

wereschedule?"heasked.

"Yeahsurebutcanweusetheloungepreferably?"

Frankasked

"Wecantrybutthelasttimetheywerefull,thatisa

popularbusinesshotel.Didyounotlikethe

setting?"heaskedworryingly



"Nojustnje…it'sfinelet'sreschedule"hesaid

heavingasigh

"Tomorrow?"heasked

"That'sperfect!"Franksaid,hehungup

Thenamessagecamethroughonhisphone,itwas

Lisa.

*I'msorryaboutthewayIcarriedmyself,I'mreally

embarrassedpleasedon'ttellanyoneandIpromise

itwillbestrictlybusinessfromnowonwards*

Frankjustdeletedthemessageandignoredher,his

headwaspoundingfromallthestress.Nomzamo

cameinlookingrathergloomy.

"Andthen?"Frankasked

"Nanawasatthemeetingandsheisangry,you

needtotalktoher"Shesaidsadly



"That'sifshecanletme"Franksaid

"Shetoldmealotofthings,doyoueverthinkof

cheatingonme…willyouleaveme?"Sheaskedwith

glisteningeyes

"What?Nonopleasedon'teventhinkthat…Ilove

you"hesaidsqueezingherinhisarms

AfterawhileFrankaskedtogoandgetsomefresh

air,hetookthecarandleft.

****

Thuladowalkedintoabusykitchen,Mhlengiwasin

anapronwithNtobekoonhisbacksleeping,the

twinsseemedtobehelpingpreparedinner.She

stoodthererestingherhandsonherhips,shewas

impressed.Shegreetedeveryoneandproceededto

goandchangeintocomfortableclothes,theywere

nowsittingonthetabletoeat.Luckilyitwasn't

anythingheavysinceshealreadyateatchurch,



theymadeburgersanchipssoshetookahandful

forherplateandhalfofherburger.

Itwasbedtimeandallthechildrenwereasleep,

Mhlengidecidedtodate,theychoseamovieto

watch.Thuladowantedtowatchtheproposaland

Mhlengiwantedamarvelsuperheromoviebut

becauseheisagentlemanheallowedThuladoto

pick.

"I'mgoingtoCapeTownforacoupleofdays"

Mhlengisaidoutoftheblue

"Mhlengidon'tstartplease!"Shesaidinan

accusingtone

"Noit'snothinglikethat,I'mgoingforameeting…

it'sbusiness"hesaid

"Ifyougobacktojail,I'mleavingyouthat'sallI

havetosay"shesaidsternly

"Iwon'tgotojailbecausewhatI'mgoingtodohave

nothingtodowithcrime"hesaidchuckling,he



nibbledonherear

"Ifyousayso"Thuladosaid

"AndwhenIreturn,Iwanttotakeyousomewhere"

hesaidkissingher

"Iwonderwhatyouuptoo"Thuladosaid,"Ohand

I'malsoplanningatriphome,thekidshaven'tseen

mydadforawhilenow"sheadded

"Cool"Mhlengisaid,thenhisphonepinged.Itwas

messagesfromanunknownnumber,hepressedon

itandsawpicturesofLubanzithenheremembered

itwasCourtney.

*She'sanatural,don'tforgetaboutSaturday!*

Themessageread,Mhlengicouldn'tstopsmiling

lookingatLubanzi,thetwinswereareplicaof

Thuladojusttaller,theywerebeautiful.

"Whatareyousmilingat?"Thuladoasked,Mhlengi



handedthephonetoher,shescrolleddownthe

pictureswithasmilebutthatwasquicklyreplaced

byafrown.

"IsthiswhyyougoingtoCapeTown?Youwantto

gowithher,what'sthemeaningofthismessage

Mhlengi?"Thuladoaskedangrily

"What?Noaibo…she'stalkingabouttheSharks

boardyoucanaskLubanzi,CapeTownhasnothing

todowithher"Mhlengisaidinhisdefense

"Don'tyoudaredragmydaughterintothis,feel

free…youcango,I'musedofbeingaloneanyway"

shesaidheadingtowardstheroom.

Mhlengirolledhiseyesandsighed,hewenttothe

room,heopenedthedrawercomingoutwithhis

gunandhisweedstash.

"I'mgoingoutforfreshair"hegrabbedthecarkeys

andleft.



****

Itwasdarkwithnosignoflifeatthebeachand

that'sexactlywhathewanted,Thuladoiscrazyhe

knewthatandwalkingoutalwaysworkswonders

forhimitwassomuchbetterthanentertainingher

insecurities.Helituphisjointbeforehecouldstep

ontothepier,thebreezewasatadcoldatnightand

theoceanseemedroughandrisen.Hewalkfurther

insohecouldsitbythebench,hisgunwasready

justincaseanyonetriessh!twithhim,hewillshoot

andtossthecorpseintheseaforthesharksto

feaston.Thecloserhewastothebenchhesawa

figuresittingdown,thepersonwasdeepin

thoughtshewasn'tevenmoving.Hesatnexttohim

puffinghisgrass.

"Watkyn?"Mhlengisaidspreadinghislegs

"Watkynekse?"theotherguyrepliedkeepinghis

gazeontheangrywaves

"Women?"Mhlengiaskedchuckling



"Youguessedthatright"thestrangersaid

"Here'sblaatjie"hesaidgivinghimthejoint,the

strangertookitwithouthesitation,hepulledand

puffedinperfection

"Yousmoke?"Mhlengiasked

"Yeahbutmygirldoesn'tknow,mylifeisfvcked

bro"hesaidchucklingbitterly

Afterabout30minutesofsilenceandpuffing

cloudsofsmoke,thetwomenstartedspeaking

again.

"I'mMhlengi!"hesaidreachinghishandout

"I'mFrank!"Hesaidstretchinghisarmaswell

Theylookedintoeachotherandfroze…
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Chapter60

*Atthepier*



"Wait!TheeFrankSimmons?"Mhlengiaskedjustto

besure,helitanotherjoint

"Yesandpleaseihopeyounotoneofthose

groupies,Iwillpunchyouintheface"hesaid

chuckling

"UyamaziuSagila?"Mhlengisaidinbetweenhis

puffs(DoyouknowSagila)

"NotpersonallybutIknowaboutthatmotherfucker"

FranksaidtakingthejointawayfromMhlengi

"Fuck!"hesaidnotknowinghowtoproceed

Itwasinsane.Itwasthewaytheyfoldedtheirarms

andopentheirlonglegswidewhensitting,their

movementsandhabitswerethesame.

"Howdoyouknowhim?"Frankaskedinquisitively

"Hismyfather!"Mhlengisaid

"Ohkthatismyqueue"Frankrosetohisfeet

"Howlongareyougoingtorun?It'snotbymistake



thatwearesittingherealoneatthistime!"Mhlengi

saidkeepinghisgazeonthecrashingwaves

"FuckyouandSagila"Franksaidattemptingtowalk

away,Mhlengicockedhisguninasplitsecondand

pointedathimthenheroseslowlytohisfeetwitha

smirkonhisface.

"FuckenbloodycowardandI'm100%sureyougotit

fromyourmotherbecausethinakwaNgcobo

siyiqondanqoimpi(weholdthebullbythehorns)

forhowlongareyouplanningtorunhuh?Idon't

needaDNAtoknowukuthiuFuzewena,umashiya

amahlengathiazoshumayela,youaremyfucken

brother.LookatmeFrank,youandmearethesame

bro"hesaidfeelingemotional,"Nowtellmewhere

thefuckyouthinkyougoingbecausewestill

talking?"heasked

Frankangrilymarchedbacktohim,Mhlengi

disarmedhisgunshovingitbackandgrabbed

FrankbyhisclothesandFrankgrabbedhimtoo,

theywerelookingintoeachotherwithnothingbut



rage.

"Whoyoucallingacowardboy?Acowardisthat

uselessmanyoucallafather.Iwantnothingtowith

youorhim…clear?"Franksaidthroughgrittedteeth

"Bloodyfuckencowardlikeyourbitchmother,what

kindofamanareyou?Allthoseyearsyouareliving

offtheliesyourmothertoldyou.Sagilawas

everythingbutacoward,yeshecheatedonmy

motherIrecentlyfoundthatoutbuthewasn'ta

cowardnowtellmewhatsyourstory?"Mhlengi

asked

Frankpunchedhimonthefacehestaggerredback

holdinghisachingjaw,withinsecondshecharged

knockingFranktothefloor,hethenrainedpunches

onhimwhileonthefloor,Frankmanagedtohold

hisarms.Hestruggledbutturnedhimovergaining

poweroverhim,hereturnedthepunchesbut

Mhlengiblockedhisfacewithhisarms,Mhlengi

pushedhimoffhimpantingtheysatonthecold



concretecatchingtheirbreaths,bloodoozingfrom

theirbruises.

"Youhitlikeabitch,ifyouweren'tmybrotherI

wouldhavestabbedyoulongtime""Mhlengisaid

"Whatareyou?"Frankasked

"Noneofyourbusiness,allIknowisthatyouarea

coward,Imettheguythatbeatyourpregnantgirl

intoapulpinprison.Iwassodissapointed,hestill

hadeverythingintactjustacoupleofscratches…

seriously?IfthatwasmyshortyIpromiseyouhe

wouldrunifheevenhearshername,I'mstill

planningsomethingforthatfoolthatthoughthe

couldmarryicherieyamiwhileI'mstillalive"

Mhlengiblabbered

"I'mnotacoward!WhatgoodwillitdoifIharmhim?

Youwantmetogetarrestedandleavemygirlto

raiseourchildalone?Leaveherwithoutprotection

becauseofalowlifecrazyboy…nahIdontthinkso"

Franksaid

"Iguessthat'swherewearedifferent,Iwillsortyou



outIdon'tcareifIlandinjailbutaslongasthebad

canceriseliminated…I'mgood,ngekengihlale

ngithidekengibukeusnayiezenzelengamikanye

nomndeniwami…never!"Heroared(Iwillneversit

andfoldmyarmswhileafooldoastheyplease

withmeormyfamily…never!)

"Vengeful!AlrightIgetit"Franksaidwipingblood

comingfromhisnosewithhisjacket.

"Canwetalk…please,thetruthisIhavebeen

lookingforyou"Mhlengisaidgenuinely,Frank

laughed.

"ThoughIfeellikeIwillbebetrayingFredbecause

wevouchedthatwewillnevergoseekingfor

uSagilaever!Hedidn'twantusandweshouldn't

wanthim"Franksaid

"Hisdead!"Mhlengisaidpainfully

"What?"Franksaidshocked

"Yeah,he-hediedwhenIwasabout10/11Iwas

raisedbymyaunt.Mymother'ssister"Mhlengisaid

sadly



"Ohwow!"Franksaidblinkinghistears,"Fuck!"he

saidburyinghisheadinhishandsjustlikehow

Mhlengidoes

MhlengimovedclosertoFrankanddrapedhisone

armaroundhim,theystayedlikethatforthelongest

oftime.

****

*Unknowndestination*

Itwasaparty.Theplacewaspackedeverythingin

abundancefood,alcohol,ladiesandjustafewmen.

Itwasanicehouseinaposharea,onlythosewho

hadfatwalletscouldaffordthiskindoflife.Theone

man'sphonerangwhenhenoticedthecallerID,he

rejectedthecallandresumedhisdrinking.Phindile

cameandsatonhislapandstartedgrindingonhim.



"Iwanttogoandsleepnow"themansaid

"Ohnobabythenightisstillyoung"Phindilesaid,

themangrowledbutretreatedthisisthe

disadvantageofdatingayoungone.

Phindile'sphonerangitwashernanny.She

answeredquickly.

"Yes!"Shesaidsoundingchirpyandsloshed

"AreyoucominghometonightorIshouldjustsleep

inthenursery"sheasked

"I'mnotsurejustwatchhimforthenight"Shesaid

"OK"Thenannyrepliedandhungup.

Phindilewenttojoinhergroupoffriendsinone

corner,leavingtheoldmanalonehedecidedtogo

tothebathroomandreturnthatcall.



"baba"saidthevoiceofamaturedlady

"Yawhat'swrong?"Heaskedirritably

"Youhaven'tgivenusmoneyforfoodthismonth,

I'mnotaskingyoutostayathomebutatleast

provideforyourchildren"shesaidwithabreaking

voice

"Whathaveyoudoneasthemotherofthehouseto

provide?Allyouknowissittingathome.Bea

womanandmakeaplan,untilIcansendyoucash

butrightnowI'mbusy"Hesaiddismissively

"WhathaveIdonetodeservethis?Youuprooted

meoutofmycomfortablehomeasyounggirl,you

promisedtotakecareofme,tolovemeandnow

thatyou'vehadenoughyoutreatingmelikethis

baba?Otherwomanarebeinglovedandtreated

nicelybytheirhusbandsbutlookatme.Whatismy

faultMandla?There'sabsolutelynothingyou

haven'tdonetohumiliatemeinthisworld,youhave

mademedoubtmyself,youhavedeemedme

uselessinthiscommunity.Ican'tevenshowmy

faceinpublicbecauseofyou,yousleepingaround



withyounggirlsasifyoudon'thavedaughtersof

yourown,youtakethemoneythatissupposedto

beforyourchildrenandgiveittoslayQueenswhile

westrugglehereinyourhomethatyoubuilt.It's

okaybababutmytearswon'tfallontheground,

carryonbutmyGodwillrememberme"shesaid

"Ifyoucouldtakethesameenergyyouspendon

talkingandbuildingyourselfthingswouldn'tbelike

this,stopcallingmenx"hesaidangrily

"Itwillnotbewellwithyouandallyourbitches"she

saidhangingup.

Mandlaswitchedoffhisphoneandreturnedtothe

party,hesatonthecouchandstaredintospace.

Oneofhisfriendsjoinedhimpouringhimaglassof

whiskey.

"Ijustcamebackfromasmallsessioninthecar"

Hechuckled

"AndIjustgotacallfrommywife"Hesaiddowning



adrink,"Sheissoannoying"hegrowled

"Justsendhersomemoney,that'swhatIdoandI

carryonwithmylife"hechuckled,"Theyareallthe

same,theylovemoney"hesaid

Mandlatookouthisphoneswitchingitbackonand

sentR2000tothewifeandslotitbackinhispocket.

PhindilereturnedsittingonMandla'slap,hestarted

kissinghimandtouchinghim.Mandlawasaroused

instantly,shewhisperedinhisearsandtheywere

seenleavingthehouse.Theyenteredthecar

outsidesittingattheback,Phindileunbuckledhis

beltandstartedplayingwithhisrod.

"Let'sgetoutofhere"Mandlasaid

"OKbutIwantedtoaskyouforasmallamountof

money,Ineedtodomyhairandmysonneedsnew

clothes"Phindilesaid

"Ijustgaveyoumoneyatthebeginningofthe

month"Mandlawhined



"Yesthatwasforgroceriesandpetrol"Shesaidina

babyvoice

MandladrewouthisphoneandsentPhindile

R2000,hethenpulledherupmakinghersitonhis

barecrotch,Phindileslidinandstartedbouncing

andgyratingonhim,shedidthisvigorously

knowinghewon'tlastthatlong.Withinacoupleof

minutesheshotuphisloadandgruntedlikea

woundedanimal,theyfixedtheirclothesmoving

intothefrontseatsandMandladroveoutofthe

venue.

"I'mgoinghome,canIdropyouatyourplace"

Mandlaasked

"Ifyougohomejustknowyouwon'tseemeforthe

nextcoupleofweeks,Iwillbeverybusy"Shesaid

lookingoutthewindow

"Ihavetoseemykids,youseeyoursoneveryday

don'tyou?"Mandlaasked



"IdobutIdon'thaveamanwaitingformeathome

unlikeyou"Shesaidfoldingherarms

"Don'tboremewiththatsh!t,youknewIwas

marriedwhenyoucametome,Iknowyouwithme

becauseofmoneyPhindile,Iwasn'tbornyesterday.

I'mnotgoingtobecontrolledbyyou,justgetyour

headoutofthatnonsenseandifyoucan'thandleit

thenbyallmeansgetlost"Mandlasaidangrily

Phindilejustpoutedlookingoutthewindow,

Mandlaturnedonhisblinkertoturnleftoutof

nowhereacarcameflyinginmaximumspeedasif

ithaslostitsbrakes.ItcrashedintoMandlacar

draggingituntilitwasbindedflatwithapoleonthe

sideoftheroad,thelasttheyheardwasPhindile

screaminginterror.

****

Thuladowassittingonherbedplayingwithher



hands,Mhlengihasbeengoneforeverandshewas

startingtoworry.Shetriedhisphonebutitrang

withoutanswer,whileshewaspanickingacallfrom

Nomzamocamethrough.Sheansweredalmost

immediately.

"Yes!"Shesaid

"I'msorrytocallyouthislatebutIcan'tsleep

becauseofwhathappenedbetweenNanaandI

today"Shesaidhonestly

"Shewillbefine,shejustneedshelptodealwith

whatshefeelsinside"Thuladosaid

"AmIabadpersonforfallinginlovewithFrank?"

Sheaskedgenuinely

"Noyounot,youcan'tcontrolwhoyoufallinlove

with,NanaistakingoutherangeronFrankbecause

ofFredandNomzamoNanaknowssheishalfto

blameforeverythingthathappenedtoher,theday

sheadmitstothatthenherhealingwillstart…ithas

absolutelynothingtodowithyou"Thuladosaid



"Yhu"Sheheavedasighofrelief,"That'swhatI

thought,Ihopesheheals"shereplied

"Mymanhasgoneawol"Thuladosaidoutofthe

blue

"Minetoobuthisoutforfreshair"Nomzamosaid

"That'swhathesaidbeforeheleft…isthereno

freshairinourhomes?"Thuladoaskedchuckling

"Idon'tknow,youtellme…Ijustlethimbe"

Nomzamosaid

"Iguessyouarefine,Imighthaveoverreactedabit

aboutsomething.IknowMhlengilovesmebutIget

sojealouswhenhegetsattentionfromother

womenbecauseIknowhischarms…mycrazyhead

tellsmesillythingsthenIact"Thuladosaid

"Weee"Nomzamolaughed,"Uneskhwele!"(youhave

jealousy)

"Mineisworse,Ijustloseit.Icanevenbreakup

withhimonthespotyethisseenmewithaman

thathasbeenshowinginterestinmeanddid

nothing"Thuladosaid



"Seriously?Hedidnothing"Nomzamoasked

"Yes!IwaswaitingforafistfightbecauseMhlengi

islikethatbuthecompletelydisregardedhimand

startedkissingmerightthere"Thuladosaid

"Andyoucallthatnothing?,hetrustsyou"

"Iguess"shesaid

"Stopthrowingtantrums,IknowFrankiscapableof

cheatingandI'mtryingmybestnottogivehima

reasons,justdon'tpushhim"Nomzamosaid

"OK…eishIwoulddieifhecheatsonme…literally,

myself-esteemisasizeofamustardseed"She

said

"Iwonderwhybecauseyouareflames"Nomzamo

said

"Idon'tfeellikeflames"shesaid

"Ihearthedoor,IthinkFrankishome…wewilltalk

someothertimes"Nomzamosaidhangingup

AfteragoodtenminutesMhlengiwalksinbutgoes



straightintothebathroom,Thuladojumpsoutof

bedboltingafterhim,shegaspedwhenshesawthe

bruisesonhisface.Mhlengihadtakenoffhis

hoodieandthrewitonthefloor,Thuladopickedit

upandputinthelaundrybasket.Mhlengiputhis

gunonthetoiletseatwhilehestaredathimselfin

themirror.

"Whathappened?"Thuladoaskedwalkingcloserto

him

"Someonetriedtorobme"hesaiddismissively

"AreyouOK?"Sheaskedlookingforthefirstaid

bagshekeepsinthedrawersinthebathroom

"Yeah"Mhlengisaid

"SitsoIcancleanyourbruises"Mhlengicomplied

Thuladowentonnursefullmode,shedisinfected

allthecutsandappliedsomeointmentsthereafter,

itwasn'tbadbuttheyneededalittlecare.She

glancedatthegunthatwasnowinthesink.



"Ihopeyoudidn'tdoanythingstupid"Shesaid

lookingathim

"Nah"Mhlengireplied

"Wereyousmokingweedorweedwassmoking

you"shegiggled

"Why?Doyouwantmetosmokeyou?"Mhlengi

askedslippinghishandunderhernightdress

"Maybe"Thuladusaidshyly

"Whydon'tyoucometoCapeTownwithmethen,

wewilldropoffthekidswithSharon,youtakeoff

andwego"Mhlengiaskedtouchingherlabia

"Noyoucango"Shesaidsittingonhim

"Yousure?"Heasked

"Yes!I'msorryforbeingsuchapain.Idon'tknow

whyI'mlikethis.Thesegirlswillbethedeathofme,

oneofthesedaysIwilltransformintoafighterand

Iwillbeattheshitoutofallofthemforlookingat

myman"Thuladosaidshylycoveringhereyes



"Ubashayewenababy!Theylovelookingatme"

Mhlengisaidplayfully

"Ohuyangihlohlakhonabezongibhonya"she

laughed(youarefuelingsothattheycanbeatme)

"Iknowyouareacowardandwouldn'tevenhurta

fly,IalsoknowthatyouarethemostbeautifulgirlI

haveseen,notjustoutsidebutinsideaswell.Don't

everworryaboutmecheating,Ihavebeenchowing

pvssyfromyoungmamazithere'snothingnewto

explorehonestly.Perhapsallthosemenwhocheat

theyarejustgreedyorneverexploredenoughwhen

theywereyoungbutIdidandnopvssytasteasa

goodasminerighthere"hesaidkissingher

passionately.

Sexualcontent

Mhlengitracedhisbighandsonhersmallback,she

wassosmoothandwarmitdrovehimcrazy,onone

swiftmovementhernightdresslandedsoftlyonthe

floor,Mhlengiwasalreadytoplesssotheirskin



touchedsendingsignalstotheirprivates,Mhlengi

startedsuckingonherroundbreastshisonearm

drapedaroundhertinybodyholdingherinplaceso

shedoesnotfall.Thuladocouldfeelhiscock

pockingfrominsidehisblackjeans,sheshiftedso

shecouldsetitfree…itsprungoutashardasarock,

shesmiledlickingherlips.Mhlengi'seyeswere

smallandred,hecouldn'twaittofeelthewarmthof

hermeatywalls,sheslidinslowlyuntilhewasallin

andshestartedbouncingonhim.

Mhlengiheldherwaistwithatightgrip,hisgazed

fixedonher,helovedthewayshewouldgradually

closehereyesandthrowherheadback,thenthose

softmoansblewhimawayeveryfvckentime…

Thuladogyratedherwaistlockinghermusclesto

griphiscock,thenshewouldbounceandswirlin

circlesMhlengistartedgruntingholdinghertight.

"Fuck!don'tdothat"hecriedtighteninghisgrip

diggingdeepintoherwaist,Thuladobouncedfast



soshecouldorgasmbeforehimshefeltherponies

andrainbowsrealclose,sherodethatcockin

circlesuntilshefelthermusclestightening.She

pausedenjoyingtheexplosion,Mhlengistarted

movingsmashingherpussyintohisballshedid

thisfastuntilhetoofrozeinsideherpvssyshooting

hissemen.Theystayedlikethatinsilenceonly

heightenedbreathingcouldbeheard…thepoor

toiletseat.

©ZamaGambusheYenga,2021
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Chapter61

*Durban*

*Breakingnews*

TherehasbeenaterriblecrashonNorthCoast

RoadnowknownasChrisHani,justoutsideBluff

Meatsupplier,twocarscollidedclaimingtwolives

andleavingonebadlyinjured.Thebodiesofthe

deceasedhasnotyetbeenidentifiedbutallwe

knowisthatit'samaleinhisearly30'sanda

womaninherlate20'sthepolicearestill

investigatingthecauseoftheaccident,bothcars

havebeenwrittenoff.

*AttheHospital*

Aladyinasimplefloraldressandadoekonher



headisseenstandingoveramanseverely

bandaged,thedoctordidn'twanttosaymuch

exceptthatheisinacriticalcondition,thewoman

sheddedatearshakingherhead.Thiswasher

husband,themenhevouchedtostaywithforthe

restofherlifebutnowhewasasgoodasdead.

Shewipedhertearsandclutchedonheroldbrown

ruggedhandbagandwalkedout,itpainedher

becausefamilywillcomeinnumberswith

expectationsfromherashiswifebutwhenhewas

busyhumiliatinghernoonesaidaword.

Phindile'snannytriedhercellfortheumpteenth

timewithnoluck,itwasunlikehertobeawayfrom

hersonthislongandsomethinginherwas

unsettlingandthechildwouldn'tstopcrying.

"Whatisitthatyouneednow?"sheasked

"Iwantmummy"hesaid

"Sheiscoming,comeIwillputMashaandbearfor

you"hekeptquietfollowingthenannyintothe



lounge,whilehewipedhistears.

****

*AtFego*

MhlengiwassittingatthebackwaitingforFrank,

afteramoppynighttheydecidedtotryagaintoday

indaylightsothattheydon'tendupfeelingeach

other'sstrength.Frankwalkedinwearingasuit,a

bagathandhelookedlikehejuststeppedoutfrom

amagazine,hisfreshcutthatmadehishazeleyes

standout.MhlengibeingMhlengiinhisGreyNike

sweatpantsandamatchinghoodiewithblackvan

stoodtohisfeetnoddinghisheadinagreement.He

clappedhishandsjustloudenoughforFrank'sears,

hescoffedandfloppedonhisseat.

"Really,whatthefvckman?"Franksaidabit

embarrassed



"Youcleanupgood,evenyourbruiseslookgood"

hechuckled,"Aynoyoulooklikemeshamebut

unfortunatelyI'mmoreofacatch,wena

uyisphalaphalanje"hechuckled

"Nahfam,I'vealwaysbeenthegoodlookingone,

thepantydropperevenFredmadepeacewithitand

Iwillnotbedethronedbyasmallboy"heshotback

"Oksalayongimuhlekunawe"Mhlengisaidwitha

smirk(I'mmorehandsomethanyou)

"Youwish!"Franksaid

"Fine!Getmeasuittooandletthepeoplejudge"

Mhlengisaidconfidently

"Seriously?Fuck!NowIknowhowitfelttobeFred,

youareannoying.Youkindofremindmeofmyself"

hesaidsignallingthewaitress

"Youlookgoodbro,Iseriouslywantasuitthough…

sowhat'stheoccasion?"Mhlengiaskedseriously

"Thanks,I'mmeetingwithinvestorsstraightafter

this"Franksaid



Thewaitresscamebywithherpenandlittlepad,

shegreetedtheoverwhelminglygorgeousmenwith

herkneesgettingweak.

"CanIgetacupofcoffee,Americanoblackwithno

sugar"Franksaid

"AndIwillhaveahotchocolatewithsugarplease

andwewillbothhavethebigbreakfast"Mhlengi

said.

"Dude!I'mgoingtoameetingafterthis""Franksaid

wideninghiseyes

"Thankyousisithatwillbeall"Mhlengisignaledthe

waitresstogo,"Whydoneedinvestors?"Mhlengi

askedinquisitively

"IhaveabuildingandbusinessplanbutIdon'thave

enoughmoneytokick-startitfromthebottom"

Franksaidheavingasigh

"Youdon'tneedinvestors,justforgetaboutthem"

Mhlengisaidfloppingbackonhisseat

"Youarefullofjokes,forgetaboutthemthenwhat?



Humormeexconvict?"Franksaidchucklingbitterly

"Meetmeeroadhouseatmidnight,wear

comfortablypreferablyboots"Mhlengisaidwitha

smirk

"Hardpass,I'mtryingtochangemylifeandyouare

comingwithtemptations.Whateveryourplanisit's

eitherdarkorcriminalandIdon'twantanypartof

it"Franksaid

"Justcomeanddon'tkeepmewaiting,youdon't

needinvestors,tellmeaboutyourbusinessI'm

interested"Mhlengiasked

"Fredwastheidealbusinessmanandmenotso

much,IhatesittingintheofficestaringatthePCit

drivesmenuts,Ipreferamorehandsonjobbutfor

myfamilyIwoulddoanything.SoIhavedecidedto

startonacleanslateinsteadofcontinuingwith

whatFredandIusedtodo,I'mlivingthatlifebehind

me.Iwanttomakebricksandsellthem,it'sin

demandandpaysalotbecausepeoplearealways

building"Franksaid

"Notbad,it'sfunnyhowwearesosimilarbutlike



yousaidforourfamilieswewoulddoanything,I

wasthinkofhavingmillstomakemealiemealand

flour,wewillexpanditintoafoodgroup.Wecan

makethingslikespicesandpackfoodforbig

companies"Mhlengisaidexcitedly

"That'sabrilliantidea"Franksaidgobsmacked,

"Soundsfuntoo"headded

"Scratchthoseinvestorstheyhavenobusinessin

stickingtheirfingersinourwealth"Mhlengisaid

"IhavedissapointedNomzamosomuchandIdon't

wanttomessthingsupnow,sounlessyouhave

somethingtangibleIcanlistentoyouuntilthenI

havetomeettheinvestors"Franksaid

"Don'tsignanythinguntilwemeettonight,it'svery

important"Mhlengisaidsternly

"Fine"Franksaiddefeated,"WhatamIgoingtosay

toNomzamo?"Frankasked

"Justfvckherbeforeyougoandfvckherifyoufind

herupwhenyoureturn,youdon'tcountyour

chickensbeforetheyhatch,everythingyoudofrom

nowonwardsmustbeasurprisetoavoidlettingher



down.Younotgoingtoletherdownifshedoesn't

knowwhatyouareuptoo.ShortyknowshowIget

mymoney,butsheaskedamilliontimesbutIwill

nevertellherthedetails…womenslipupbecause

theylovetalkingaboutthings"Mhlengisaid

"Ihearyou"Franksaidsippingonhiscoffee,the

waitressbroughttheirfoodawhileago

"Wehaveanunclewhodrinkslikeafishbut

unfortunatelyforushistheonlysourceof

informationwehave,whenIsawyourpictures

onlineIenquiredaboutSagila'saffairsonlytofind

outthathedidhaveasidechick,theyusetocallher

umlungu(awhitewoman).Hemetheratworkand

theystartedseeingeachother,apparentlyumlungu

wasverydemandingshewassosmittenbySagila

thatshewantedhimtoleavemymothersohe

couldbewithherbutmyfatherwasn'thavingthat,

soumlunguthreatenedtoletmymotherinabout

theaffairbutinsteadmyfathercamecleanandthat

wastheendofit"Mhlengipausedsippingonhis

hotchocolate,"FromwhatIknowisthattheshort

beautifulwomanwasfiestyandforceful,Iguess



thatswhereIgetmyeyeforshortgorgeousmama's,

it'sfromSagila.Youshouldseemygirllordhave

mercy"Mhlengisaidexcitedly,Frankchuckled

"Wellitsoundsaboutright!HernamewasSimone

shefitsthedescriptionbutshewasmixednotwhite,

mygrandfatherwaswhiteapparentlyandmy

grandmotherwascolouredthereforeIguessI

shouldunderstandwherethenameumlungucame

from.Shewasbeautiful,wegotherskintoneand

eyesbuttherestweweretoldwelooklikeour

biologicalfatherthatdidn'twantus,shestruggled

withusalot.Irememberwhenwewereteenagers

wewouldasktoseehimbutshewouldcrysaying

thatwewanthertodieofaheartattack…talkabout

pureblackmail,shewouldremindushowhedenied

us,howhechoseasidechickoverandmarriedher.

WewereimpoverishedMhlengiitwasbad,thenwe

gotsickshesentustothisriverwhichwelater

knewitastheillusion,weweretoldweneededto

getcleansebecausetherejectionfromourNgcobo

bloodisheavyonussincewearetwins,wegot

cleansebutbeforeweknewititwasanorm.She



wouldgetusnakedbytheriverbank,wewouldwait

forheratfreezingcoldwhileshegoesunderwater

forlong,whenshereturnsshewouldsmearjuices

ofarootalloverusandsaiditwasblessingsforus.

WewenttoschoolbecausesuddenlySimonehad

money,wewereinitiatedinacultfromyoung

unknowinglyandthat'showwebecamerich.When

wewereolderwestartedquestioningthiscultthat

constantlyrequiredustosleepwithwomendaily,I

can'tsaywedidn'tenjoythatbutwehaddreamsof

ourown,wewantedtogetmarriedandstart

familiesbutunluckyforusthePhantombegana

fetishforwombsandchildrenfromthereweknew

we'redoomed,inthemidstofeverythingwestill

yearnedforourfatherbutpridewouldn'tallowusto

searchforhim…Imeanwhylookforsomeonewho

doesn'twantyou?AndSimone"hepausedand

growledfacepalming,"Thatwomanwastruly

demanding,forceful,assertiveandbullish.She

sometimesmademewonderifweweretrulyhers,

whichlovingmomwouldmakeherchildrendoallof

thosethings"Franksaidfustrated



"I'msorryman,Ican'tsayIhaditeasy.Istarted

stealingfromyoungbecauseofhungerafterthe

deathofmyparents.Sagilastruggledtohaveother

kidsaftermesoIwastheonlychild,Iknowfora

factthathedidn'tknowaboutyouotherwisehe

wouldhavedonetherightthing,ifthere'sonething

abouthim,hewasresponsible.Don'tbeatyourself

upaboutit,hepassedonwhilewewereall

teenagersiguessandIdon'tknowwhyyourmother

chosenottotellhim.Myuncleagreesthathe

probablydidn'tknow,I'mreallysorry"Mhlengisaid

squeezinghisshoulder

"Ibelieveit,Simonewaswicked…OhFredlookwhat

Iknownow"hesaidsadly

"Tellmeabouthim?...Fred"Mhlengisaid

"Fredwasmylifeatruemeaningofmyotherhalf,I

stillcannotgetusedtofactthatheisgone"hesaid

gettingemotional,"TherearetimesthatIjust

wantedtodieaswell,afterwelosteverythingIwas

povertystrickenonthestreetsandmygirlrescued

me,Ican'twaitforyoutomeetherbytheway.Fred

wassubtleandfocused,businessmindedand



reserved,hewasmoreofanintrovertalways

rescuingmefromtrouble.Hewasarealbigbrother

thoughwearethesameage,hewasahardworker

butdranklikefishwhenthingsdidn'tgohisway,he

couldn'tstandtheslightestimperfection.Imisshim

andIknowhewouldhavelovedthisrighthere,we

wantedtoleavethePhantomespeciallybecause

webothmetgirlsthatweactuallywantedtodate,

weweredrainedfromsharingpvssytheentiretime"

hepaused

"What?Yousharedpvssywithoutme?I'mhurt.That

wouldhavebeenepic"helaughedjokingly

"Itwasnice…verycoolatfirstuntilwestarted

hatingthefactthatwemessedupwiththewomen

welove,Irememberthedayweneededtogetlaid

withNomzamo.HecouldseeIwassmittenfrom

thewordgo,hehardlydidanythinghejustdippedin

andstoppedliterally,hedidthatforme.Hefellin

lovewithNanaafterwehaddonehorriblethingsto

her,wefvckedthatgirlmercilesslyalmostevery

dayandsheloveditnotknowingtheeffectsof

thosesessionsinthelongrun…itwastoolatefor



Fredtoturnanewleafwithher"Franksaid

"AndNomzamoisstillwithyouafterallofthat?"

Mhlengiaskedshocked

"Surprisinglyyes!ShewasaGodsentintomylife.

Shehelpedmefightthetormentingthatcamewith

leavingthePhantom,IregretthatdayIfvckedher

likethat,IcouldhavebeenmoregentlyhadIknew

shewillimprintinmyheart.Ibrokehervirginityand

fvckedherass"hesaidregrettably

"Nomzamoistheonethat'scarryingyourribbro,

thisisyourgirlfam.Ihopeyouarefaithfultoher,it

seemslikeyouhadenoughpussy,Idon'tcondone

cheating"Mhlengisaid

"NahItrulyhadtoomuch,I'mhappywithZamo"he

repliedtakingabiteofhisbacon

Theycontinuedtalkingandcatchingup.

****



*Breakingnews*

*Priorthecrashthemaninjuredandisinacritical

conditionisidentifiedasMandlaCeletheChief

OperatingOfficeroftheZGYinsurancecompany,a

caseofdrunkanddrivinghasbeenopenedas

tracesofalcoholwerefoundinallthevictims

system.Thefemalethatdiedonthespotis

identifiedasPhindileKhumalowhowasapparently

havinganaffairwithMrCele,Phindilewasa

studentandamother,thenannyisleftdistraught

bythenewsandshedoesn'tknowwhattodonext.

Theyoungmanthatwassaidtohavecausedthe

accidentisidentifiedasSizweDlaminithesonofa

awellknownbusinessmaninDurban.Staytuned

wewillbebackwithmorenewsafterthebreak.
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Chapter62

*AtSenzo'shouse*

Thefamilywasnowseatedinthelounge.The

Vilakazi'sandtheKhumalo's,itwasapitythat

Phindile'sfatherwasn'talivetoadvocateforhis

daughter.HepassedonshortlyafterSenzo'sdeath,

theVilakazi'swerespittingfire.



"Wewantnothingtodowithyou"theoneunclesaid

pointingatthePhindile'sfamily

"Ehlisaniumoyabantubasemzini(pleasecalm

downourinlaw)wecan'tallowangertogetthe

betterofus,wehavelostafamilymember"the

unclesaidpolitely

"No,yourdaughtershavebroughtnothingbutpain

emagcekeniakoVilakaziIcannotbegintodisclose

theshameandabominationtheydraggedin.Itis

clearthatyoudidn'traisethemwell,mysondied

withabrokenheart,hewaspoisonedandnowI'm

convinceditwasyourdaughtersoshecouldinherit

hiswealth.Itdidn'ttakeherlongbeforeshe

resumedherwhoringways,walkingaroundwith

shortrevealingclothingadvertisingherbodytothe

wholeworld.MysontoldmewhatthisPhindiledid,

wewerewrongtothinkshewasbetterthanPearl…

izifebelezi"hesaidspitting

"Weunderstandyourangerbutyoursonwasn't

exactlyinnocent,didhenotgetarrestedforraping

andkillingAngel?Pearlsdaughterdiedbecauseof

him,didhenotkidnapourdaughterandmadeher



pregnant…pleasedon'tcomewiththat,gostraight

tothepoint"Theunclespatback

"Thepointiswedon'twantherheretheydidn'tget

married.OnlyPearlisourwife,takeherthingsand

thisboyshe'scallingoursonandgol!WhenSenzo

tookherawayitwasbecauseshewasprostituting

herselftohisfriends.Wewillnotburythatbitch,

sheevendiedwithanotherwoman'shusbandand

thatshouldtellyoualotaboutthekindofperson

sheis"Theunclesaidfuming

"ThisisSenzo'shouseandtheboyhasrights

becausethisishisfather'shousesoIdon'tknow

whatyoumeanbysayingheshouldgo?"Theuncle

said

"Thisisnotourchild,Senzocouldn'thavechildren.

Theentirefamilyknewabouthisinfertility,takeyour

filthandleavewewantnothingtodowithyour

familyeveragain"heanswered

"Pleasedon'tdothis,thechildisinnocent"

Phindile'sunclesaidpleadingly

"Getout!"Theystartedpushingthemoutofthe



houseviolently,thewomanthrewbagswith

Phindile'sclothesandhersonoutside.

Thenannyclutchedontotheboycryingsilently,this

waslikeablowforher.Phindilelovedhersonand

hadbigplansforhim,heissousedoflivinga

comfortablelifeandnowheisthrownoutofhis

father'shouse.Shecriedastheypushedthemout

oftheyard,yellinghurtfulwords,shecoveredhis

earssohecouldn'thear.

"Ewu!whatwillwedonow?"Theunclesaidwithhis

handsonhishead,"Idon'tevenhaveacenttobury

mybrother'sdaughter,howamIgoingtoeventake

careofatoddler"hesaidgettingemotional

"Icanlookafterhim,thoughitwasapaidjobbuthe

islikemychild.Icanwatchhimuntilsomething

comesupatleastheisfamiliarwithme"Thenanny

said

"Ewungiyabongamntanami,Ewuimikhuba

yoPhindilenoPearl"hesaidclappinghishandsin



shock(PhindileandPearlssheninegans)

Theywalkeddowntheroadheadingtothebusstop.

****

Lisawaslyinginbednexttoherguyatthehotel

afterasteamingsession.

"Icouldjustdivorcemyhusbandandbewithyou

foreverandever"shesaiddrawingcirclesonhis

chest

"Yeahexceptthatcannothappen,there'salotat

stake"hesaidrollinghiseyesatthebackofhis

head,hedidn'tevenlikeherthatmuch

"Iknow!Iknow!Itsucks"shesaidpouting

"Sohowisgoingwiththenewinvestor?"hesaid

caressingherbody



"HisindesperateneedofthemoneysoIthinkhe

willsign,hetookthepapershome"Shesaid

"Good,verygood…oncewedobusinesswithhim

ourthingswillflourishyouwillsee"themansaid

withadevilishgrin

"Istilldon'tunderstand,wecoulddoeverything

ourselves.Whydoweneedhim!?"sheasked

inquisitively

"Youdon'tquestionthePhantom,ifhewantshimin

theillusionthatiswhatwewilldo,andI'mstill

disgustedthatyoucouldn'tfvckhim"theguysaid

"WhosaidIcouldn't?Itoldyouwegotdisturbed.I'm

justwaitingforhimtolethisguarddownandIwill

strike"shesaidconfidently

"Yes!That'smygirl,fvckhimandhewillbeinitiated

backintotheillusionandwithhischarmswewillbe

abletogetsacrificesundetected.Apparentlyhisa

natural"Theguyinformed

"Frank?Ididn'tknowhewaspartofthePhantom"

shesaidsittingonherbums



"HeleftbutthePhantomwantshimback,ifthis

doesn'tworkwewillhavetouseotheralternatives"

hesaid

"Ohwow..OK"shesaidastounded

****

Thuladowassittinginherofficecatchingher

breath,itwasonlyafewminutesbeforeshecango

anddeliverababyforherpatient.Theladychose

herasherappointedmidwife,andtodaywasthe

day.ShedidasilentprayerforGodtogiveher

wisdomandblesstheentireprocess,onemistake

andeverythingcangowrong,alsowiththerumors

ofnursesstealingplacenta'stoselltowitchdoctors

shehadtobeextravigilant.Acallcamethroughher

phone.

"Heythere"sheanswered.

"Areyouready?"Sheaskedexcited.



"I'mgoinginafewminutesfromnow"Thulado

responded

"FretnotmysisterGodisthemidst,Iwillprayfrom

thetimeyougointillyouarefinished,schoolisout

Iwillbeinmyclass"shesaid

"YouarepreciousItellyou,nowIfeelbetter"

Thuladosaid

"Youwilldofine,youhavedonethisbefore"she

saidchuckling

"Yes…I'mgoingtodeliverabouncingbaby…get

praying"Thuladosaidchuckling

"Yesmam"Nomzamosaid

Thuladofixedherscrubsandcollectedhertools

andheadedtothelabourward.

****

MhlengiwaitedforThuladuandkidstosleep



soundly,hethenslipinhismilitarybootsandleft.In

afewminutesheparkedatroadhouse,hewaited

therewhilehebusiedhimselfonhisphone.The

streetsweresoquietyoucouldhearapindrop,ina

fewminuteshesawlightsandimmediatelythecar

pulledupbehindhim,hecheckedtherearview

mirroranditwasFrank,heignitedthecardroveoff

andFrankfollowedhimonhistail.

Exactlymidnighttheyparkedinabushjustofffree

way,theybothcameoutwithshovelsfromtheir

bootsandproceededclimbingthesteephillin

completesilence,itwasjustabushonthesideof

theroadtoordinaryeyesbutaveryspecialplaceto

Mhlengi.Whentheyreachedthetop,Mhlengi

examinedthefloorforawhilecausingFrankto

panic,hisheartwasalreadypounding.

"Whatthefvckareyoulookingfornow?"heasked

terrified

"Youneedtorelax!"Mhlengisaid



AfterwhatseemedlikeforeverMhlengipokedthe

shovelinthegrass,hestarteddigging.

"It'shere!"Mhlengisaidinrelief

"OKlet'sgetthisoveranddonewith"Franksaid

Theystarteddiggingafteralongdreadfulwait

somethingappeared,Mhlengiusedthetorchfrom

hisphonetogivelight,asmilecreptonhisface

whenhiseyesmetthebag.Hequicklydugaroundit

andpulleditout,itwassoiledandmustybutthat

didn'tmatteratall.Frankjuststoodtherein

amazement.

"Didyoubringthebags?"Mhlengiasked

"NoIdidn't,yousawmefollowingyouwithjusta

shovel"hesaidirritably

"WeneedthosebagsFrank,wecan'ttakethishome



likethis,it'sgoingtoraisesuspicion"Mhlengisaid

"Finelet'stakeittothecarandwewilldecantit"

Franksaid

"Hellno!Andrisksomeoneseeingus…nonogo

andgetthebags"Mhlengisaid

Heunzippedthebagrevealingthestacksand

stacksofmoney,Frank'sjawdropped,heletthe

shovelthudonthegroundplacinghishandsonhis

head.

"IsthatwhatIthinkitis?"Hesaidinalmosta

whisper,hecoveredhismouth

"Itdependsonwhatyouthinkitis"Mhlengisaid

chuckling,"Gogetthebagssowecangohome"He

saidtouchingthecash

Franksprinteddownthehillheadingtowardsthe

car,hefranticallyscannedtoseeiftherewasany

carsandtherewasnothing.Heopenedtheboot



andgrabbedthebrandnewbagsMhlengi

instructedhimtobuy,hisheartwasbeatingsohard

asifitwouldstop.Heranupthehillso

enthusiastically,hearrivedatthetopandtherewas

nosignofMhlengi,hescannedaroundbutnothing

justthetwoshovelslyingcarelesslyontheground.

Frankstoodthereperplexed,didthisboycallhim

heretohumiliatehimorwhat?Hestoodthere

defeatedrestinghisarmsonhiswaist,suddenlya

torchshonehisdirection.Hedidn'tknowwhetherto

runorjuststaylaunched,hepickeduptheshovels

attemptingtorunbutthevoicecalledout.

"Staywhereyouare,don'teventhinkaboutit!What

thehellareyoudoinghereatthistimeofthenight"

Thescaryvoicesaid

Frankstutteredterribly,sweatstartedtricklingdown

hisbumline,hisnightcouldn'tbeanyworse.



"I-Icame…
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Chapter63

*Durban*

"What?Acatcaughtyourtongue?Whatareyou

doinghere.Areyouburyingaperson?That'sitI'm

callingthepolice,whataretheseshoveldoing

here?"hesaidsearchingforhisphone

"N-nopleasedon't"hestammered,"There'snodead

person"hesaidhighlystrung

"EybafoIthinkourjobisdoneherewecango"a

voicecamefrombehindtheman,itwasMhlengi.

Frankletoutasighofreliefeventhoughhewanted

topunchhimintheface,hewasgladitwashim

"Whoareyou?"themanasked

"Ayibabawhatsupwiththemillionquestions,is



thisyourhill?Thequestionweshouldbeaskingis

whatareyoudoinghere?"Mhlengisaidgetting

tickedoff

"Ihavearighttoquestionyoubecausepeopleare

beingkilled,buriedandneverfoundbytheirfamilies.

Hereyouarewithshovelsatthishour,ofcourseI'm

goingtobesuspicious"hesaidsternly

"Wealsohavearightnottoansweryoubecause

peoplearekilledandmutilatedtheybodypartsare

thensoldtowitches,canyouimaginehowhorrified

mypoorbrotheristoseeyouhereatthis

questionablehourbutoutofrespectI'mgoingto

tellyouthatweareheretoburyinsilayethu,we

wereinstructedtodosobyinyangathatwas

cleansingus"Mhlengisaidconfidently

"OhOKIsee,I'mahealerI'mheretocollectsome

roots"themansaidabitcalm

"Aikewearedoneheremfethu,I'mdoneurinating

wecangonow"MhlengisaidtoFrankwhowasjust

glaringathim



Themanbidfarewellanddisappeareddeepintothe

bush,Mhlengibustedoutlaughing.

"Youshouldhaveseenyourface"Hesaidlaughing

"I'mgladyoufindthisfunny,Ialmostdiedup

there…fuck!IneverknewIcouldbethisscaredsh!t"

Franksaid

"IsawhimsoIrantohidethebag,ifanyoneseesit

Icouldgobacktojailforaverylongtime"Mhlengi

informed

"Igetit,nowwheredidyouputit?"Frankasked

"Iputbehindthatbush,let'sgodownthisway"he

saidpointingatthebush

****

NtobekobelteditoutcryinginhissleepThulado

jumpedstartled,sherushedovertohiscotgetting

himout.Shecradledhimwarminguphismilk,then



shewalkedaroundhushinghimonlythenhe

noticedthatMhlengiwasn'tinbed,shewentinto

thebathroom…nothing.Thewarmermadeanoise

toindicatethatthemilkiswarm,shepluckeditout

andstartedfeedingNtobeko,hesuckledwithso

muchurgencywhichmeanthewasthirsty.She

placedhimbackinhiscotandthechunkyboylaid

onhissideenjoyinghiswarmmilk,Thulado

searchedthedrawersandnoticedthegunandcar

keysweren'tthere,shesatonthebedwithher

anxietyshootingofftheroof.CouldMhlengidothis

tothemoncemore,orperhapshewenttothat

Courtneygirlfromwhatsheknewisthatmenwill

cheatfornoapparentreason,shestarted

hyperventilatingthinkingofalldifferentscenariosin

herhead.

Shecheckedonthebabyandasexpectedhewas

conkedoutwithabottlestillstuckinhismouth,

Thuladogentlyremoveditandcoveredhim.She

rushedovertoherpedestalandgrabbedherphone

dialinghimbuthisphonewasswitchedoff,she



slowlyslippedundertheblanketswithtearswelling

uphereyes.Thatfeelingofaballofpainclogging

yourchestnomatterhowhardyoutrytoquietenit

downbutit'sthere,shetriedthinkingabouthappy

thoughtsbuttheballfinallyreachedherthroat

forcingasoftsobtoescapehermouth.IfMhlengi

wasbacktohisKrugerwayssheknewverywell

thatitwasonlyamatteroftimebeforehegets

caughtandgetthrownintojailagainandthat

thoughtalonewasrevvingheranxietysobadlyand

ifhewascheatingthenthatwouldbetheendofher.

Shecurledintoaballhuggingapillowthat'smeant

tobeforhim.

****

Phindilewassittinginthedarkonthecoldfloor

whileNana'swordskeptechoinginherhead"Frank

willcheatandleaveyoudry",thenthatfvckboy

tendencyhedepictedthatdayshelosthervirginity



atthehotel,allofthesethoughtsflashedinher

mindlikeaslideshowonslowmotion.After

Njabulo,shemadeapromisenevertosettle

becauseoflove,shetoldherselfifamancheats

thenhewilldoitagainandagainsowheredid

Frankfitinallofthis.Wherethehellcouldhebeat

thistimeofthenightwithouttellingher.

Shefoughttheurgetodialhisnumberbecausethat

willshowhervulnerabilityanddesparation,she

lovedhimsomuchithurts.Hemustsweatingon

topofanothergirlasinrightnow,shecouldalmost

hearhisgroansandherpitchyannoyingmoans.

Frankwasabeastinbed,shewantedthatallto

herselfbutnowshewasn'tsosureanymore,she

shuthereyestightanddropletsoftearsflowed

makinglonglinesdownhercheeks.

ShewantedtocallThuladoandatleastventbutit

wouldberude,itwasintheweehoursofthe

morning,shemustbecuddlingwarminherman's



arms.SheswitchonthelighttocheckonSbusi

thensheprayedandresortedbackunderthecold

sheetshopingthatsleepwouldcome…"these

bloodytears!Argh"shethoughttoherself.

****

Mhlengiwasstandingatthebottomofthebank

withhishandsonhishead,itwasalmostasifhe

willexplode.

"YousaiditwashereMhlengi,wherethehelldidit

go?"Franksaidthroughgrittedteeth

"IsweartoyouIputithere"Mhlengisaidhonestly

"Iseewhatyoutryingtodo,soyoubroughtmehere

tomockme?"Franksaidgettingfueledup

"ShutthefvckupOK…justshutup.Can'tyousee

whatI'mtryingtodohere?WhatwillIgainfrom

trickingyouFrank?"Mhlengisaidangered



"Thenwhereisthemoney?"Frankaskedagain

"Idon'tfvckenknow,Ileftithere"Mhlengisaidina

vergeoftears,"Ispentalmost7yearsbecauseof

thisbagandnowitvanishedjustlikethat"hesaid

sadlypacingupanddown

"That'sitI'mgoinghometosignthosepapersat

leastIhavesponsorsandI'mnotcomingto

Capetownwithyou,Ichangedmymind"Franksaid

Thepausedwhentheysawtheoldmancoming

downfromthehill,theywaitedforhimtoenterhis

caranddroveoff,Frankclickedhistongueand

headedtohiscaraswell.Mhlengisatthere

watchingFrankdriveaway,hetoodraggedhimself

totheHyundaianddroveawayfeelingheart

wrenched.

****

Frankwasdrivinginhighspeedgraduallyhitting



thesteeringwheelinanger,hecouldn'tbelievehe

associatedhimselfwiththelikesofMhlengitothink

thatheactuallytrustedhim.Howcanabagfilled

withmoneydissapearjustlikethat?Hescreamedin

fury,nowhehadtodealwiththatskankLisaona

dailybasis.Hesloweddownapproachingan

intersectionbutwhenheturnedleftsuddenlyalight

flickeredrightinfrontofhim,hisheartthudded.If

hedoesn'tdietodayofaheartattackthenitwillnot

happen,hehootedbutthelightsjustflickered

continuously.
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Chapter65

*Durban*

Thuladoenteredthewardholdingontoherhand

bagnotknowingwhattoexpectbutwhenshesaw

Mhlengismilingfromcheektocheeksheexhaledin

relief.

"Everythingisajoketoyou,nowtellmewhat

happened?"Thuladoaskedstandingoverhim

"ItwassobadshortyIjustwantahugand

kiss"Mhlengisaid,Thuladoleanedovertokisshim



butMhlengigrabbedherpickingherup.

"Seriously?Thepoordoctorsthinkyouneedhelp,

wazewadlalangaboawunaluthowena"Thulado

saidgiggling

"Kissme"Hesaidlookingintohereyes,theykissed

passionatelyforawhileuntilThuladopulledout

rememberingtheyareinhospital.Knowinghow

shamelessMhlengiwas,hecouldsliditinright

hereandrightnowwithoutcare.

"Whydidyoustop?"hemoaned

"Thisisahospital.Respect!"Thuladosaidslipping

underhissheetssoshecanrestherheadonhis

chest

"SoImustn'tgetaffectionatebecauseI'min

hospital?"Heaskedwhining

"WherewereyouyesterdayMhlengiandwhydid

yousneakout"Thuladochangedthetopicinstantly

replacingitwithanaccusatoryone

"Ididn'tsneakout,it'sjustthatwhenIleftyouwere

fastasleepandIdidn'twanttowakeyouup



mamazi"Mhlengisaidkissingthesideofherhead

"Youdidn'tfinishansweringmyquestion"Thulado

saidsternly

"Ididn't?WhatdidIleaveout"hesaidsoinnocently

"KadeukephiMhlengi?"sheaskedgettingtickedoff

(wherewereyou?)

"Oh"hechuckled,"Iwasn'twiththegirlandIwasn't

doinganythingillegalipromisebutIwaswithmy

brother"hesaid

"YohsoyoureallythinkI'mstupid?Yousuddenly

haveabrothernow?Wowmxm"shesaidwiggling

outofhisgriptryingtogetoff.

"ima!Ima!Manjeuyaphi?I'mstilltellingyounje"he

saidtighteninghisgriparoundher(wait!wait!

Whereyougoing?)

"I'mnotgoingtostayhereandlistentoyourlies"

Thuladospat

"I'mnotlying,Irecentlyfoundoutthatmydadhad

anaffairwhichresultedinpregnancybutapparently

hedidn'tknow.Imethimjusttheotherdayandhe



isasplitimage,soonyouandthechildrenwillmeet

him.Wehadapressingissueweneededtodiscuss

itcouldn'twaitbutunfortunatelyformeIslipped

andhitmyheadonarockwherewewerechilling,

heistheonethatphonedyou"Mhlengisaid

"OhOK"Thuladosaiddoubfulbutshedidn'twantto

pesterhimrememberingNomzamo'swords

"Yes,hewillbecomingwithmetomymeetingin

Capetownandwhenwereturnyoucanorganize

thatbraaiyouwantedtodowithfriends"Mhlengi

saidkissinghersomemore

"Doyoutrusthim,Imeanyouguysjustmet"

Thuladoaskedconcerned

"Itrusthim"Hesaidhonestly,"Butifhebetraysmy

trust,Iwillcuthimoutwithinaneyeblink"headded

"OKthen,Iwantmytearsback"Shesaid

"Don'tworrymamazieverythingwillchangeforthe

betterfromnowonwards,theonlytearsyouwillcry

areofjoy…IwillfulfillallthepromisesImadeto

you"hesaidpullingherforanotherkiss.



HisphonerangifwasFrank,hesmiledansweringit.

"Shobafo!"HesaidlookingatThulado

"EishbroNomzamosoundsupset,whatshouldI

sayjustincaseshewantstoconfirmwithyou"

Frankaskedanxiously

"Don'tworryIwillsendyouallthedetailsmfethu"

heanswered

"Youwithyourstekiethere?"heaskedlaughing

"Yesthat'strue"Mhlengisaid,Franklaughed

"OKjustsendittome,I'malmostbythegate"he

said

"Sure"Mhlengisaidhangingup,hethentypeda

messageforhimandpressedsent

****



Frankparkedoutsideandexhaledbeforepropelling

togoinside,helethimselfinfindingZamositting

onthecouchstaringattheTVthatwasn'teven

switchedon.

"Babe!"Hesaidsoftly

"Pleasecomeandsit"Zamosaid,Franksatnextto

her,"WhatsgoingonSimmons?"sheasked

"Nothing!Lookthere'snoneedtogetworkedup,I

waswithmybrotherlastnight.Wehadthingsto

discussandsoonyouwillmeethim,buthehadan

accidentandcalledwhenIarrivedheresoIhadto

rushhimtothehospital.Youcanseethebloodin

myclothes"Frankanswered

"I'mnotachild!Youhavenoreasontosneak

around,allyouhavetodoisjusttellme.NowI

mustbeworriedallnight?forwhat?"Sheshouted

"I'msorry!"Hesaidhonestly

"Nowgivememeyourbrother'snumber"Zamo

asked



"Oh!Mybrother'snumber?OK"Franksaidwidening

hiseyes,helookedforMhlengi'snumberandgave

Nomzamo

"Thankyou"shesaidstandingup

"Areyougoingtocallhim?"Frankaskedfollowing

afterher

"Yeah!"sheanswered

"Andsaywhat,Ihavetoldhimsuchgreatthings

aboutyou,don'tembarassyourself"Hesaid

"It'sjustthatoutoftheblueyouhaveabrother

meanwhileIonlyknewaboutFred…IthinkIook

stupidtoalotofpeople"shesaid

"Noyounot,I'mnotlying…soonyouwillmeethim

andyouwillfeelsodumbtohavemadethatcallbut

goahead"Franksaidgoingintotheroomwhere

Sbusiwaspeacefullysleeping.

Nomzamoslowlyputherphoneaway,shewasstill

notconvinced.



****

Mhlengiwassleepingintheroomafterbeing

dischargedThuladodrovethemstraighthome,the

kidswereintheloungegoingcrazyasusualunder

Thulado'ssupervision.

"mummyI'msohappydaddywillbeabletocome

andwatchmyfirsteverbigconcert"Luminjaloshe

saidtwirlingaround

"I'mhappytoo,nowtellmewhatyougoingtobe

doingintheconcert?"Thuladoasked

"WegoingtobedancingtoSwanLakeandthere'sa

skit"shesaidimitatingthedance

"Stop!Youmakingmedizzy!"Lubanzicomplained

"Don'tbejealousLubi,Iknowyouaresadbecause

youdidn'tgetapart"Luminjalosaid,Lubijustglared

atherandkeptquiet

"That'snotniceLumi"Thuladosaid



Whileshewastwirlingandjumpingshemisseda

stepandtrippedknockingastackofbooks,they

cametumblingdownfallingonherandonehit

Ntobekowhowassittingonthecarpetmindinghis

ownbusiness.Luminjaloyelpedinpainand

Ntobekowailedlikeanambulance,Mhlengi'ssleep

wascutshort.Hehurriedtotheloungeand

immediatelyknewwhathappened,heglaredat

Thuladoangrily.

"That'sityouaregoingforcounseling"hesaid

pickingupNtobeko,hehadacutonhisthighand

wasbleeding.Herushedhimtothebedroomsohe

couldtreathim,heplacedhimonthebedand

rushedintothebathroomtogetthefirstaidbag

meanwhileThuladoshamefullypeeledofflayersof

booksoffLumi,shefelthorribleandhurtatthe

sametime.Horriblebecausethesewereherbooks

andifshefoundabetterplacetostorethemeither

thantheloungethiswouldn'thavehappened,she

felthurtbecauseofthewordsthatMhlengijust

uttered.ShemanagedtofreeLuminjalofromthe



mound,Lubanziwasjustwatchinginhorror.

Thuladoexaminedherbutsheseemedfineexcept

shekepttouchingherheadandrightarm,Thulado

pickedherupplacingheronthecouch.

"Areyouokaysweety?"Sheaskedinapainedvoice

"Myheadandhandhurts"shesaidasshecried

silently

"Ithinkyoubruisedyourhandandabookhityour

head,Iwillbeback"Thuladosaidrunningtothe

bedroom,uponenteringshefoundMhlengilyingon

hisbackwithNtobekoonhischest.

"Isheokay?"Thuladoasked

"Whatdoyouthink?"Heaskednotlookingather

"Itwasanaccident,itcouldhavehappened

anywhere"Thuladosaidinherdefense

"Sowhataregoingtodotopreventfurther

accidents?"Heasked



"I'mmovingthestufftoalessbusierplace"she

said

"Youdon'tcareaboutus?Yourchildrenjustgothurt

andyoustillnotthinkingofgettingridofthestuff?"

hesigheddeeply,Thuladoignoredhimandgrabbed

thefirstaidbagleavingtheroomangrily.

ShetreatedLumiandgavehersomemedication,

Lubanziwassittingnexttohergraduallystroking

her.Itdidn'ttakelongforallthechildrentofall

asleep,thetwinssnuggledonthecouchand

Ntobekowassleepinginhisparentsbed.Mhlengi

foundThuladointhekitchencryingwithherhead

buriedinherarms.

"Iknowyoumissherandyoudidn'tgettodealwith

thewayshedied"Mhlengisaidholdingher,"I'm

sorryIlashedoutmaybeit'sbecauseIdon'tknow

whatyougoingthroughandbecauseofthatImay

notunderstandyourways.It'sjustthatourchildren

aregrowingshortyandIreallywishyoucouldopen



youreyesandseewhatyourclutterisdoing"he

saidsoftly

"It'snotaclutter"shesaidangrily

"Yourmothercouldhavesurvivedthatfireifshe

didn'thaveallofthoseflammablethingsinthat

room,whenyouwanttomakeafirewhatdoyou

usetocreateaspark?Youusedrytwigsandsticks,

plasticandpaperbecausethosethingsburnfast

andtheycreateaflameinstantly"Mhlengitriedto

explain

"TheykilledmymotherMhlengi,thishasnothingto

dowiththetubsandbooksbuttheykilledheroutof

jealousy.Myfatherlovedmymothermorethanthe

otherwives,Iknowtheyletherburnonpurpose.My

momwasalwayscareful,Idon'tunderstandwhat

wassheburninginourroomwhenthekitchenwas

inthemainrondaval.IknowpeoplethinkI'mcrazy

includingyoubutmymomwasmurderedinthisis

theonlywayIcanconnectwithher,theyhurtme

andstrippedmeofmymotheratatenderagethen

theyfailedtofillhershoes.Iwasleftallaloneto

fendformyself,whatdoyouknowhuh?Doyou



thinkthatyourparentsgavebirthtoathief?Iknow

theydidn't,Iknowtheyhadbigplansforyoubut

becauseoflifeyouareherewithacriminalrecord

andasproudKrugersoleavemethefuckalone"

shesaidwithtearsstreamingdownherface

Mhlengiwantedtosaysomethingbuthistears

chokedhim,hefoundhimselftearingtoo.Hepulled

achairsittingnexttohischerie,theycriedtogether

smearingthebreakfastnookwithtears.

****

Atexactly5pmMhlengigotacallhisbeen

anxiouslyfor,itwasfromaverywellknowntech

slashtrackercompanythebestinthecountry.

"Sho"hesaidwaitingtohearafemalevoice,thelast

hecalledhespoketoaNkosazaneNorwoodbutit

wasamale.



"ShoisthisMhlengi?"heasked

"Yesthat'sme"heansweredstandingup

"OKbroyouspeakingNtsikaKhozatheCEOof

Ktechs"Hesaid

"What?NtsikayomuziKhozathekingof

eNgonyameni?"heaskedastounded

"Yes!MysisterrunsthecompanywhenI'mbusy

withmypalacedutiesbutwhenitcomestotracking

I'mtheonlyonewhocandoitsoIbelieveIhave

informationforyou"hesaidchuckling

"Wenaongasenhla!Thisisanhonor"Mhlengisaid

respectfully

"JessicaisnotinCapetownlikeshehasbeen

saying,infactsheneverleftKZN.Thehousestill

belongstoher,itseemslikeherandheraunttricked

you.She'sactuallyinHillcrestlivinginhermother's

house"Ntsikasaid

"What?Pleasetellmethisissomesickjoke"

Mhlengisaidchucklingbitterly

"Nope,asfarasthemoneyisconcerned.It'sina



fixedaccountexactly20millionwhichmeansyou

goingtoneedmorethanonedaytogetitout,Ican

hackintothebanksystemandtakeitout

undetectedonlyifyoucanprovetomethatyou

aren'tjuststealingfromthiswoman"hesaid

"Isweartoyousirthisismyhardwork,shesoldmy

paintingsandnowshe'skeepingthemoneyto

herself"Mhlengisaidemotionally

"OK"sendmepr…"Ntsikagotdisturbedbyalady's

voiceinthebackground.

"It'shismoneyBhovunganeandtellhimthatthere's

adarkspiritthatisfollowinghisbrother,tellhim

thattheymustprayotherwisetheyseewilldeaths.

Thespiritisnotfriendlyatallit'sbayingforblood

andtheancestorsaretoobusyfightingoverhis

brothertoprotectthem"theladysaid

"Youaregoingtochasemyclientsawaywithyour

thingsDiamante"Ntsikasaidtothelady,meanwhile

Mhlengiwaslisteningattentivelytothe

conversation.

"I'msorryaboutthat,it'smywife…Ihopeyouheard



whatshesaidbecauseshe'sgiftedinthatarea.I

willgetyouyourmoneyonMonday"hesaid.

"Wenaongasenhla"Mhlengisaidrespectfully,

Ntsikahungup.

Mhlengisatonthecouchdigestingwhathejust

heard
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Chapter64

*Durban*

Frankpulledupbythesideoftheroadadheringto

theflickeringlight,inaminuteametropolice

walkeduptohimshininghistorchinhisface.Frank

cringedshuttinghiseyes.

"Therehasbeenahijackinginthisareatherefore

wecheckingeveryvehicle,canIpleaseseeyourID

andlicense"thecopsaid,Frankopeneda

compartmentontheroofofthecar,hecameback

withhisidentificationdocumentsandhandedthem

overtothepolice.

"I'mgoingtocheckyourvehiclenow,pleasestep

outofyourcar"Frank'sheartstartedpounding

thinkingofthesoiledshovelinhisboots,howwill

heexplainthis



Thecopstartedinternally,hesearchedunderall

seats,openedallcompartmentsandlastlytheboot.

Whenhewassatisfied,hecamewithabreathalyzer

askingFranktoblowinitafterwhatseemedlike

foreverheasked.

"Whereareyoucomingfromwiththatshovelatthe

back"Thecopasked

"I'mcomingfrommybrother'shouse,heborrowed

ittoworkinhisgarden"hesaid

"SoifIaskyourbrothernowwillhetellmetheexact

samething?"hearchedhiseyebrow,Frank

swallowedbeforeanswering

"Y-yes"heanswered

"OKIwanttotakedownyourdetailsandyouwill

takemetoyourbrother'shouse.Iwanttoseethe

garden"thecopsaid,Frank'seyeswidenedasthe

airclosedinonhim,hedidn'tevenknowwhere

Mhlengistayedandtherewasnogarden.Heknew



thathewasdoomed,nowheregrettedsayingthis

lie.Mhlengi'sliewasmorebelievablebutthis

narringcopwillprobablyaskforthenameof

inyangaandjustlikethathewouldbebusted.

Suddenlyaspeedingcarpassedwithvroom!

Leavingeveryonegobsmacked,therewasno

movementforasecondthentherewaschaosas

themetropolicehoppedintotheircarschasing

afterit.Frankwasleftalone,hewasn'tsurewhether

tojuststaythereandwaitforthemtoreturnjust

incasethepolicerememberedhisnamebutthe

naughtinessinhimchoseotherwise.Hemadeau-

turnandhitthegas,hewasn'ttakinganycoptohis

brother'shousethathedidn'tknowhimself,he

thoughtheshoulduseanotherroutetogohome.

****

Theweehours.Peace,tranquilityandbeingone

withyourself.Mhlengiwasnotacrierbutthistime



aroundhefeltitnecessary,thestillnessofthe

roadsthesoundsofsilenceallowedhimbe.Helet

themflowparkingonthesideoftheroad,helitupa

jointthathehadbeenpreparing.Hedidn'tdrivefar

fromthathillofsheninegans,afterhislastpullhe

threwthebudoutthewindowignitingthecar.That

eeriefeelingofthenightwasslowlystrippingaway,

beingreplacedbyabitoflightandwarmth.

Heparkedonthesamespotasearlierbutnowhe

wascalmandwithsharpenedsenses,hishighwas

startingtokickin.Heclimbedupthehillwith

meanstotracehissteps,therewasnowayhewas

losingthatcash.Hegaveuphisfreedomandapart

ofhischildrenlifejustsohecouldsecurethema

betterfuture.Hewasnowstandingonthefreshly

buriedthatsoiltheyhaddugearlieron,heputon

historchandwalkedthedirectionheusedtohide

thebag,hewentdownthehillandhaltedbythe

bush.Hepeeledthebranchesslowlyandwith

focus…butnothing,hewantedtoscreamthistime

around.Themoneywasreallygone,hesatdown



nexttothehedgewithhisheaddropped.Hewanted

tocallThuladowhenhenoticedhermissedcallbut

decidedagainstit,hewasn'tplanningontellingher

theentiretruthaboutthemoneybecausewomen…

womenchange,onedayshecandecidetorathim

outjustforcontrol.Nooneknowswhatthefuture

holdssotobesafe,shecouldn'tbeletinon

everythingandhehopedFrankwoulddothesame.

Heliftedhisheadlookingatthetreesandthegrass

thenheseessomethingrightatthebottom.Itwas

anotherthicketbutsmallerthantheonehehidthe

bagin,therewassomethingblackpeepingfromit,

hestoodupinlighteningspeedalmostslidingdown

thebank,goingdownthehillwasreallyslopedand

slippery,heshovedhisphonedeepintohispocket.

Asmilecreptonhisfacewhenherealizeditwas

hisbag,heheldontoabranchreachingoutsohe

doesn'tlosebalanceandfall.Hedidn'tknowwhat

wasontheotherside,afterstrugglinghegrabbeda

holdofthebagbuttheweightbecametoomuchfor

thepoorlittlebranch.Itcrackedbrokenletting



Mhlengigoalongwithhispreciousbag,hehithis

headonarockandsplashedintoastreamrightat

thebottom.

****

Frankpulleduptheyardfeelingdrainedlikehis

beenfightingdragonstheentirenight,helethimself

ingoingstraightintotheensuite.Itwas2:30am,he

switchedonthelightinthebathroomandbeganto

shower,meanwhileNomzamomadeherwayinto

theroomandleanedonthewallwatchinghim

shower.Whenhewasdonehejumpedinfright

seeingNomzamo'spainedface.

"Wheredidyougo?"Sheaskedpolitely

"Iwaswithapossiblefamilymember,Iwilltellyou

allaboutitwheneverythingisclear…rightnowI

needtosleep"Franksaiddryinghimself

"Youexpectmetobelievethat?Whenyoulookat



meyouseeafoolright?"shesaidchucklingbitterly

"No!Pleasedon'tbelikethat,justgivemetimeandI

willtellyoueverything"Franksaidleavingthe

bathroom.

Heswitchedonthelightinthebedroom,hewalked

overtothepedestalsohecouldchargehisphone

butitstartedringing

Mhlengi'snamepoppedup.

"Sure"hesaid

"In-needyourhelp,Ifoundthemoney.Pleasec-

comeandcollectit,andtakemetothehospital,I'm

hurt"hesaidbreathingheavily

"Heybro!Staywithme…whereareyou?"Frank

askedgettingdressed,hewasgettingworried

"SameplacebutIfelldownthehillintoastream,I'm

bleedingbro…pleasecometakethe-them-money

andkeepitsafe,callmygirl"hewentquiet



"Hey!Hey!I'mcominghanginthere"hesaidbut

therewassilence,thenlinewasstillalivebut

Mhlengiwasn'ttalkinganymore.

"Shit!Nonono"herequestedandUbertothe

nearestgaragehesawontheway,justincase

Nomzamoneededthecar.

"What'sgoingon?,whereareugoing?"Nomzamo

askedworryingly

"Iwillexplain,Iloveyouokay…I'mleavingthecar"

heboltedout

Heranfromthegaragetothedirectionofthehill

andindeedMhlengi'scarwasstillparked,he

sprintedupthebankandexaminedthearea.At

leastitwasstartingtogetlighter,heslidawayfrom

thethicketbecausetheywereblockingthewayand

youcouldn'tseewhatwasbehindit.Thecloserhe

wastothegroundhespottedMhlengilying

unconsciousnexttothestream,thebagnexttohim.

Hehurriedovertohimandwentblankastowhathe

neededtodo,hehoistedhisbrotherupalongwith



hiscellphoneandcarkeys,franticallylooking

aroundforabetterpathbecausetherewasnoway

hewasgoingtomakeitupthehill.Hescanned

aroundaimlesslyfindingapath,hefollowedituntil

itledhimtotheroadbutthecarwasnowonthe

otherside.Hetoiledwithhimtillhereachedthe

Hyundai,heplacedhimatthebackontherecovery

position,thenhesprintedbacktogetthemoney…he

knewMhlengiwasgoingtoaskaboutthecashas

soonashewokeup.

Hethrewthebaginthebootanddroveout.Hewas

nowsittingonthehospitalbenchesscrollingdown

hisphonelookingforshorty,andjustlikehe

guessedhefoundher.Hedialedthenumberanda

ladyansweredbythesoundofthingsshewas

crying.

"HiuhmI'mlookingforMhlengi'swoman"Frank

said

"Whathappened?"Sheaskedasifshewas



expectingthis,"Ishearrested?"headded

"No,hisinhospitalheimhurthishead,heaskedme

totellyoubeforehelostconsciousness"Franksaid

"OhmyGod,ishealright?"sheaskeddevastated.

"I'mnotsurebutI'mhereateThekwini"Franksaid

"Themedicalaidprocessisn'tconcludedyet,they

aregoingtowantcashtotreathimthere.Canyou

gethimtransferredtoeNtabeni…Iworkthere"she

said

"Don'tworryaboutmoney,justcomehere"hesaid

hangingup

ThedoctorwalkeduptoFrank,herosetohisfeet

waitinginanticipation.

"Heisawake!Justaswellingaroundtheareathat

hittherock,fortunatelythere'snointernalbleeding,

Ihavegivenhimsomemedicationanddonesome

tests.Iwilbebacktorunmoretestsbutinthe

meantimeyoucangoin…hisaskingforhiswoman"



thedoctorchuckled

"Thanksdoc"FranksaidwalkinginMhlengi'sward.

HesatupwhenhesawFrank,hesmirkedathim.

"Kwaphelaukuphapha!"hesaidchuckling

"Mxm!Didyougetthecash?"Mhlengiasked

"Whatcash?"Franksquintedhiseyes

"Don'tfuckwithmesono,where'sthatbagekse?"

Mhlengisaid

"Yasisyoulovemoney!"Mhlengisaidchuckling,

"Don'tworryIgotit,Iriskedyourlifebyleavingyou

unconciousinthecarsoIcangetthatbagbecause

Iknewthat'sthefirstthingyouwillaskwhenyou

wokeup"Frankadded

"Youdidwell!"hesaidlaughing,"Didyoucallmy

girl?"Mhlengiasked

"Yesshortyisontheway"Frankreplied



Theycarriedontalkingabouttheirbusinessplans

untilFrankexcusedhimselftogoandexplainto

Nomzamoaboutthedissapearing.Onhiswayout

hebumpedintoThuladoandshejustfrozeher

heartingbeatingfast.Frankpulledherintoacorner.

"Hey!"hesaidlookingintoherbeautifuleyes

"Heyw-whatareyoudoinghere?"Thuladoasked

"I'mhereformybrother,Iwantustotalk…Ihave

beenmeaningtotalktoyou"Franksaidholdingher

softhands

"Talk!"Thuladosaid

"AboutthatnightIwantyoutoknowthatit'sokay,

it'salongtimeago.Youdon'thavetofreezeoract

likeyouhaveseenaghostwhenyouseeme"Frank

said

"Ohuhm…okay,Icandothat…Iwasafraidthatyou

willstarttellingpeopleandthatwouldjustcrush

me"shesaidpullingherhandsoutofhis



"Don'tworry,I'mwithNomzamoandIcanseeshe

isfondofyou,Iwouldn'triskspoilingwhateveritis

thatyouarebuilding"Franksaid,ifhewasstilla

womanizer,thiswaswhohewouldpursuebuthe

waschangedman

"Thankyou"Thuladosaid,"Ineedtogomymanis

inoneofthesewards"shesaidwalkingaway,Frank

stoodtheretakingherin

"Youlookgorgeousbytheway"Franksaidloud

enoughforhertohear,Thuladoshowedhim

thumbsupwalkingdownthewalkway.

Frankpinchedhimselfstruttingoutthehospital,

thatwassillyhethoughttohimself.Hedrewouthis

phonecallinghisQueen.

"Hey"shesaidsoftly

"I'mgettinganUbertocomehome,Ijustwantedto

tellyouthatIloveandthatyouarebeautiful"Frank

saidschmoozingher



"Getyourasshome!"Nomzamocuthimshort

"Okay"Franksaidcringing,hewasindeeptrouble.
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Chapter66



*Durban*

Mhlengiparkedoutsidehisuncle'shouseinthe

outskirtsofInanda,heblewairintohishandsthen

helookedtoFrankandhewasjuststaringinto

space.

"Bro!"hecalledhimout,Frankgotstartled

"Y-yes!"Heresponded

"LookmfethuIknowthatthisisheavybutIpromise

youthatI'mgoingtostandbyyourside,wehave

nobodyinthisworldbuteachother.TheQueensaid

thatthingisbayingforbloodsonotevenour

childrenaresafebro,butfirstlyIwantustogo

insideandspeaktomyuncle.Hisadrunkard

unfortunatelyandouronlyshot,hehastodoa

ceremonyforyou"Mhlengisaid

Frankburiedhisfaceinhishandsandbrokeoutin



asoftsob,hecriedsosorrowfulthatitcutthrough

thesoul.

"WewillbeatthisthingFuze,youarenotgoingback

there"Mhlengisaid

"Ifsomethingshouldhappentothekids,ohGodmy

Sbusi,IsweartoyouIwilldietoo"Franksaid

"Notifwedoastold,yourkidsaremykidstoo.

Don'tgivein,thatthinghavebeentormentingyou

foryears,izonyastraightkemanje!"Mhlengisaid

irritably

"IappreciateyoubrobutthePhantomisaspirit,

youcan'tshootorstabhim,hedealswithyouinthe

spiritualrealm"Franksaidsniffing

"IwillgointothatspiritualrealmandIwillshoot

andstabhim,I'mnotafraidofanything"Mhlengi

saidhonestly,hethenbrohugFrank,"Let'sgoin"

theyjumpedoutofthecarlookingaroundthearea,

theairwasabitdifferent.Itwasrefreshingwiththat

calmingeffect,abrowndogisseenoutsidesitting

rightbythedoorasifhiswaitingforsomething.



Thebrothersstruttedintothelittlegatethatwas

wideopen,MhlengihadabottleofSmirnoff1818

asatokenofwhateverhejustknewthathisuncle

wasalwaysdrunkfromMondaytoSundayand

wouldappreciatethegesture.Thedogjustran

awayinsteadofbarking,theywerenowknockingon

thedoorabitnervous,afteracoupleofminutesa

ladyappearedfrominside,shehadadoekonanda

blueisishweshwedressjudgingbythewayshewas

comfortablywalkingaroundshemustbethe

womanofthehouse.Mhlengismiledather

respectfully.

"Sawubonamah,wehereforubab'omncane.I'm

MhlengiNgcoboandthisisFrankSimmons"

Mhlengisaidextendinghishand

"Heee"shesaidclappingherhands,"Youdon'thave

tointroduceyourselfyoubothlooklikeyourfather

anduncle,it'slikeyouaretwins"shesaidresting

herhandsonherhips,"Comein!Youruncleis



sleeping"shesaidmakingwayforthemtowalkin.

Shedissapearedintooneoftherooms,after

minutesshecameoutenteringanotherone

probablythekitchen.

Afterwhatseemedlikeeternitytheunclesauntered

intothelittlelounge,hebeameduponrecognizing

Mhlengibutstoppedathistrackswhenhesawan

identicalpersonsittingnexttohim,thedifference

wastheskintone.

"AwSvininiuyaphilamfanawami?"(Svininimyboy

areyouwell?)heaskedsitting

"Ewubaba'omncaneyoustillhungonthatname"

Mhlengisaidshyly

"Iwillneverletitgo"hesaidlaughing,"Mybrother

gaveittoyou"hesaidstealingglancesatFrank

"Fairenough!BabathisisFrank!RememberwhenI

calledyouweeksbackwhenIwasstillinprison,

thisistheguyIwastellingyouabout"hesaid



"SvininiIwasveryhurtmyboy,veryhurtinfactI

gotillwhenIheardyouareinprison.Thisisnotthe

lifemybrotherwouldhavewantedforyou.Youtold

meyouwerestudying!Thenextthingyouareinto

criminalactivities…Svinini!Svinini"hesaid

reprimandinghim,Mhlengidroppedhishead

respectfully."I'msorrymyboy,whatisyourname

again?"hesaidlookingatFrank

"I'mFrankbaba!"hereplied

"Mmmh,yourmotherisumlungu?"Heaskedagain

"Yebobaba!"Frankresponded

"AyOKmfanawami,thisisyourhome.Idon'tneed

toaskmorequestions,Icanseethatyouarea

Ngcobo"hesaid,"WenaSvininiyouneedtobe

cleansedsothatallthebadluckyoucameback

withfromPrisonmustn'tfollowyouandyourfamily,

I'mverymadatyounowwherearemy

grandchildren"hesaid

"Athomewiththeirmother"Mhlengianswered,he

tookoutthebottleofSmirnoffputtingitonthetable.

"AwwyabonakeMfanawami,Ngcobo!Fuze!



Mashiy'amahleengathiazoshumayela!"hesaid

recitingtheirclannames.MhlengiwinkedatFrank

andheheldinalaugh.

"Babaweneedyourhelp!Withmycleansingasyou

putit,butmostimportantlymybrotherhereneeds

properritualstobeacceptedintothefamily.There's

adarkcloudthat'sfollowingusandyouareouronly

hope"Mhlengisaid

"YouknowI'mpoormyson,wherewillIgetmoney

toconductceremonies?"hesaidsadly

"Don'tworryaboutmoney,Iwillprovide"Mhlengi

assuredhim.

"OKthere'snoproblem!Youaremychildrensoitis

myresponsibilitytodothesethingsforyouasan

elder"hesaidopeningthebottleofalcohol,theaunt

approachedwithatrayadornedwithegg

sandwichesandblacktea.

Sheplacedinfrontofthemenanditwasjustso

enticingthoughitwasn'tasfancyasusualbutthe

loveandwarmthmadeitextraspecial,theydugin



astheunclenarratedstoriesfromthegoodold

days.

"Thisonewasaverycompetitivegrowingup,sowe

wouldsendthemtodifferentshopsandwhoever

returnedfirstwillrecievedsomesortofreward,it

merelyjusttomakeitfunandalsothattheydon't

getsidetrackedontheway…youknowhowboys

are.Mhlengiwouldbebackinaflash,hewasfast

runneringeneralsomybrotherwouldmakeabig

songanddanceaboutit…hewouldbelike"aww

MfanawamiuSvininimadoda"andfromthatday

wecalledhimSvinini"hechuckled

"Ilikeit…aweSvi"Franksaid

"Aywewon'tgetalongifyoucallmethat"Mhlengi

warned,Franklaughed

"Hetellsmeyouhadatwin?"heaskedFrank

"Yes!Fred,unlikeMhlengiwehadaverytragic

upbringingwenevergotachancetoruntothe

shops,ourmotherhasalwaysbeenproblematic.

Afterherparentspassedon,herfamilygaveupon



herandIwouldbelyingifIwouldsayIknowthem.

Ithinkshe'sfromtheNorthWestthat'sallIknow

butshedidanumberonus"Franksaid

"Eyumlunguwasaproblemforreal.Mybrother

thoughthewasjuststealingandthathewouldwipe

hismouthundetectedbutumlunguwasn'tthatkind

ofgirl.SheruinedeverythinginhopesthatSagila

willleaveMhlengi'smotherandmarryherbutit

didn'twork.Sagilalovedhiswifesomuchhe

couldn'tlosehersoheconfessed,whenshe

realizedherplansdidn'tworkshevanishedintothin

airandwasneverheardoffagain.Sagilawanted

morechildrenbutunfortunatelyhiswifehad

complicationssoIknowifheknewaboutyouand

yourbrotherhewouldhavedonetherightthing"he

informedandFranknoddedhisheadinagreement.

Itwassuchafunfilledtimeattheuncleshouse,

afteracoupleofhourstheauntcamewithdombolo

andafullchickenthatmusthavebeenkilledinthe

backyard,itlookedfreshandsizzling.Sheplaced

thewoodenplatterinfrontofthemwithextrasalt



andaknife,Mhlengiwasthefirsttosquatinfront

ofthelittletable.HewinkedatFranktojoinhim,he

cutthechickenintosmallerpiecesandthe

dombolo,theydugin.

"Inourculturewhensomeoneisvisitingandhave

traveledfar,weslaughterananimalsowecanfeast

tocelebratethegatheringoffamily.UnfortunatelyI

don'thavecattle'sbutonlyacoupleofchickens,I

hopethisisacceptable"hesaidapologetic

"Thisisperfect!"Mhlengisaidwithamouthful

"Youmustmarryherbaba"Franksaidwitha

stuffedmouthaswell,"Ilikeheralready!"headded,

theunclejustlaughedgulpinghisbeverage.

Whentheboysfinallybidfarewelltheyweresofull

theirclothesweregettingtightbythewaist,theyleft

unclewithsomemoneybeforedeparting.

****



TheyparkedoutsideabigyardinHillcrest,itwasa

humongoushouse,youcouldtellitbelongedtoa

richfamily.

"Isthistheplace?"Frankasked

"Apparently!"Mhlengianswered

"Sowhatarewegoingtodoinside?"Frankasked

"Nothing,I'mheretogloat.Shethinksshe'ssmart

butI'mheretoshowherI'msmarter"Mhlengisaid

withasmirk

"OKthenlet'sgoandgloat""Franksaid

Thepressedthebuzzerbutahelperanswered.

"Hello!"Shesaid

"HellomahI'mhereforJessie,tellherit'sMhlengi!"

hesaidchirply



Thelinewentquietandafteracoupleofminutes

Jessiewasontheline.

"Whatdowant?"Sheaskedannoyed

"Imissyou!Canwetalk?"Mhlengisaid,shecleared

hervoiceandkeptquiet.Thenextthingthegateslid

open,theyparkedinsidetheyardandheadedtothe

door.Jessiewasalreadybythedoorinherwhite

denimbumshorts,acroptopandslippers.She

haltedlookingatthebrothers,youcouldjusttell

shewasconfused.Sheletthemin,theywereled

intotheloungearea,thehelperbroughtinjuiceand

muffins.

"Howdidyoufindme?"WasJessie'sfirstquestion

"Seriously?Youreallythoughtyoucouldhidefrom

me?"Mhlengiasked

"Whoisthis?"ShesaidoglingFrank

"Mybrother!Why?youwanttofuckhimtoo?



Mhlengiaskedlaughing

"ReallyMshlengi?"shesaidclearlyhurtbyhis

statement

"Wellyoudolikeblackd!cks!"Mhlengisaid,Jessie

blushedlookingaway

"Isshegood?"Frankaskedsarcastically

"Youcantasteforyourself"Mhlengisaidlaughing

Acolouredboywalkedpasstheguests,hegreeted

themandproceededintothenextroom,helooked

likehecouldbetenyearsbutjustverytallforhis

age.Jessieshifteduncomfortably.

"Canwetakethismeetingintothebedroom"She

saidrisingtoherfeet,thebrothersfollowedherinto

themasterbedroom.Sheclosedthedoorafter

themandsatinthemiddleofherbed,butMhlengi

andFranksettledontheOttoman,Itseemedlike

Jessiehadotherplans.



"SothehouseinDurbanisaverageImeanthis

houseiswaybetter,mustbenicebeinga

millionaire"Mhlengisaidsarcasticallyscanning

around

"I'mnotamillionaire"Jessiesaidinherdefense

"Butyouare,Isawmypaintingsinsomefancy

galleryinEngland"Mhlengisaidchuckling

"Getoutofmyhouse!!"Jessiesaidgettingonher

feet

Mhlengilifteduphishoodieasifhisstretching

himselfandhisgunwasexposed,Jessiewentmute

instantly,shedartedhereyesfromonebrotherto

theother.

"Youcan'tdoanythingtome,youwillgobacktojail.

Myhelperandmysonarehere"shesaidinpanic

"I'mnotgoingtodoanythingtoyou,I'mheretotell

youtoenjoymymillions"Helaughedheadingtothe

door



"Weleavingalready,Ithoughtweareheretochow

somecheapfreepvssy"Franksaidsarcastically

"It'shorrible!Trustmeletsgo"Mhlengisaid

Themenbidfarewelltothehelperandtheboy.

Theyenteredtheircarandleft,onthewayFrank

asked.

"So?"

"TomorrowwearemeetingtheKingandhewill

cleanheroutundetected,thedayshegoesand

claimthemoneyiswhereshewillrealizethatthere

isnomoneytoclaim"Mhlengisaid

"Butshewillsuspectyou...right?"

"Yesbutit'sminerightfullyshouldIreportthisshe

willgetarrested.Iwanttohurtherwhereithurtsthe

most,andIwanttoseeifshewillhavethenerveto

comeandconfrontmeafterwhatshedid"Mhlengi

answered

"OK…soabouttheinvestors?"Frankasked



"Owakithiwena,youseethatbagyoukeeping.That

iswhatwewilluseforourbusinesses,Ican'tuseit

undermynamebecauseimmediatelythecopswill

know"Mhlengisaid

Franksmileduponhearingthesenews,finallythere

waslightattheendofthetunnel.
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Chapter67

*Durban*

Thuladomarinadedthemeatwithherhomemade

spiceswhenshewassatisfiedshecoveredher

steaksandchopsinthe8ltcontainer,thenshe

movedontothechickenflatiesandthat'swhen

Nanawalkedinwearingalittleapronthatshe

borrowedfromtheladyofthehouse,theywereon

makotimode.

"I'mdonewiththesalads,what'slefttodo?"Nana

asked

"Justmakesurethedrinksarechilled,maybeIneed

moreice"shesaidnerverecked



"Relaxyougotthis"Nanasaid

"ThisisthefirsttimeI'mhostingpeopleeverinmy

lifeandMhlengisaiditsimportant,I'msoscared"

shesaid,Nanahuggedherandassuredherthat

everythingwillgoaccordingly.

Musa'sgirlfriendstompedinverypissed,shefolded

herarmsstandinginthemiddleofthekitchen.

"Thuladooe!maybepeoplearescaredtotellyou

butIwill,thoseice-creamtubsandbooksneedto

go!"Nanaglaredathertryingtotellhertoabortbut

sheignoredher,"Ubunukunemfucuzaendlini

akufuneki!Youmakingthewholehouselookfilthy

andyouhavechildrenforheavensakehawu,

awusemuhlenobunuku,ngazengamuzwela

uMhlengi"sheclappedherhandsandmarchedout

(filthanduntidynessisunacceptableinthehouse,

youaresobeautifulandyoudoingthis.Ifeelsorry

forMhlengi!")



Thulado'slipstrembledastearswelledinhereyes,

Nanasqueezedherhandsthouitwaswetfromthe

marinade.

"Justignoreher,Iheardshe'saloudmouth"Nana

said,Thuladowipedhertearsandcontinuedwith

whatshewasdoing.Herphonestartedringingshe

quicklyrinsedherhands,shewipedthemand

answered.

"Hey"shesaidsoftly

"Heygirl,I'mmakingthiscalltoletyoudown.Frank

justcalledandhesaidweareinvitedtoabraaiand

itwasimportanttogosoIwon'tbeabletocometo

yours.IknowIsaidIwillcometohelpandstuffbut

hejustchangedlastminute"Nomzamosaid

"It'sokay"Thuladosaidheavingasigh

"Areyouokay?"Nomzamoaskedworried

"Iwillbefine,enjoythebraai"shesaidhangingup



****

Thuladosmelledandlookedfreshafterthatwell

deservedhotshower,thekidswerecleaned

dressedaswell,theywereecstaticthattheywere

hostingguestsintheirhome,especiallythechildren

youcouldtellfromthewaytheysmiledandran

arounddoingerrandstirelessly.Musa'skidsand

SfisowerealreadyinthemidstbutMhlengitold

themthattheywillmetacousin,nowthatwas

somethingtheywerelookingforwardtoo.They

screamedwhentheysawSharonamblinginlooking

frailanddrained,Thuladoquicklyhelpedhertosit

shehasbeenunwelllately.Thelightsofnight

shimmeredandtheskieswereasclearascrystal,

thecharcoalintensifiedinred,givingthemeata

sizzleinthebraaistand.Mhlengiandhisguys

conversedoverbeersandweedatback,whilethe

ladiesdrankwineandcidersoutsidetheporch.

FinallyFrankandhisfamilyparkedintheyard,he



gaveMhlengiacalltosayhehasarrived.

"I'mcoming"Mhlengisaid

Withinafewminutesheappearedcomingfromthe

backyard,hewasinjeans,vansandahoodieas

always.Youcouldjustfeelthevibe,Frankjumped

outandbrohughimhethenopenedthedoorfor

Nomzamo,Mhlengiwaitedtobeintroducedwithhis

handsbehindhisback.ZamounbuckledSbusisiwe

outofherseat,shewasinherlittlepartydress,with

cutelittleponiesonherhead.

"MhlengithismywomanNomzamoandmy

daughterSbusisiwe"Frankfinallysaid

"IhavebeenwaitingforthisdayNomzamoyouare

welcomed,I'msohappytohavemetyouandlittle

princess.Franktalksaboutyouguysalot"Mhlengi

said,FranktookSbusisiweandMhlengihugged

Zamo.

"Nicetofinallymeetyoutoo"Nomzamosaid,she



feltsoguiltyforthinkingthatFrankwaslyingthe

entiretime.Thoughhecouldn'tseeMhlengi

properlybutshecouldfeelthesameauraas

Frank'sandtheywerebuiltthesame.Thenthey

startedwalkingtowardsthehouse,Nomzamo

gaspedinshockitwaslikeFrankwaswithFredbut

justtaller.

****

Thuladoandtheotherladieslayedoutthefoodon

thetableoutside,Lumicametotellherthatdaddy

iscallingherinside,shelefttheothergirlsto

continueassheexcusedherself.

"Hereshecomes"Mhlengisaidopeninghisarmsto

hugherasThuladoappearedfromoutsidefollowed

byLumi,Thuladopickeduphereyeslookingat

FrankandNomzamostandingbeforeher,she

wishedthatshecouldsinkinMhlengi'sembrace

andnevercomeout."Babetheyaretellingmeyou



guysmetalreadyinchurch,theyrecognizedthe

twins"MhlengisaidtoThulado.

"Heyguys"Thuladofinallysaid,"Yes,weattendthe

samechurchandNomzamoisthatfriendIhave

beenreferringtoo"Thuladoadded

"Ohwow,thisisunbelievable"Mhlengisaid

astonished

"Ifeelsostupidrightnow"Nomzamosaidface

palming

"Welcometothebraai"Thuladosaidsmiling

"Likeseriously,Ishouldhavejustcame"she

laughed

"SorrytocutyouladiesbutmamaziFrankhereis

thebrotherIhavebeentellingyouabout,Iwanted

himtomeetyouguysformally"hecalledthetwins

andpickedNtobeko,theywereallstandinginthe

middleoftheroomlookingateachothernot

knowingwhattosay.

"Let'sgoeat"Thuladosaid,sheledthemtotheback



****

Mhlengi'sbraaiwasasuccess,theplateswere

clean,themeatwasfinishedandthechildrenwere

puttosleep.HewasnowdrivingSharonbackhome

shehadablastdiningwithyoungvibrantpeople,it

kindofrejuvenatedherinaway.Thuladodecidedto

goandgetabreatherwhiletheothersenjoyedtheir

beveragesoutside,shesatonthebedandtears

voluntarilystartedfallingevenshedidn'tknowwhy.

Shecurledintoaballandcriedsilentlyuntilthe

doorcreakedopen,sheimmediatelysatupwiping

hertears…itwasFrank.

"Heyyougood?"heaskedclosingthedoorbehind

himthenhesatnexttoher

"Yeah…youshouldn'tbehere"shesaidsoftlyso

shedoesn'twakeupNtobeko

"IknowbutIgotworriedwhenIdidn'tseeyou

outside"Franksaid



"FrankI'mbeggingyou,Mhlengicanneverfindout.

Itwaseasierknowingyouareastrangerbutnow

youarefamilyit'sevenworse"shesaid

"Iknowit'scrazy,neverinamilliontimesdidIthink

thingswillendthisway,nowIrememberyouuseto

sayIlooklikeyourman,Ibumpedintoyouatthe

hospital!Itjustdidn'tclick…damn!Butyouareright

Mhlengicanneverfindout,Ireallylovewhatwe

have,youandNomzamoarereallyclosetoosofor

bothourfamiliesweshouldtakethistothegrave"

Franksaid

"Thankyou"Thuladosaid,Frankheldherhands

lookingintohereyes,shewassobeautiful.Thulado

yankedherhandsaway,"Youcanleavenow"

Thuladosaid

"Y-yeahsure,I'msorry.I'mgladyouaremybrothers

girl,hereallylovesyou"FrankInformed,hethen

walkedouttheroom.

Musa'sgirlfriendwasheadingtothekitchenwhen

shecaughtaglimpseofFrankgentlylatchingthe



door,shewatchedhimcarefullyasshewipedher

lipsit'salmostlikehewasguiltyofsomethingthen

hefixedhisgolfT-shirtandproceeded.Thegirlran

intothekitchenbeforeFrankcouldseeher,she

coveredhermouthinshock.Shegrabbedtwosix

packofSavannahandheadedback,theyneeded

moreofitoutside.Thecoolerboxandthebuckets

wereslowlygoingdownwiththerateeveryonewas

drinking.

****

ThuladoemergedjustacoupleofminutesMhlengi

returnedfromdroppingoffSharon,hehuggedher

frombehindThuladosmiled.Theyjoinedtheothers

onthechairs,Nanawasquiettheentiretime,she

chosetoignoreFrankandNomzamothoughthey

keptkissingandgigglingloudenoughforeveryone

tohear,shefeltthefireinhereburningherinsides

allwasleftwasforhertovomititout.Thuladowas

nowsittingonMhlengi'slapwithafluteofwine,she



wasn'tasloudastherest.Musa'sgirlfriendkepton

givingherthateyebutThuladorememberedhow

sheinsultedherearliersoshelookedawaytoavoid

eyecontact.

Thenightwentonandnoonewasplanningon

leavingscrewMonday,Nanastoodupoutof

nowhereandtriedtostandstillbutkepton

staggering,shebalancedwiththechairandfaked

atthedirectionofFrank.

"Sitdownbabyyougoingtofall"Sfisowarned

"That'sit!I'mdone….You!"shesaidpointingat

Frank,"Youareheresmoochingandfingeringyour

girlfriendwhileI'msittinghereanddyinginside.

EveryoneFrankisaritualist,himandhisbrother

sacrificemywombsotheycangetrich,theyused

fuckmetogetheratthesametime...Nomzamo

there'snothingspecialaboutyousisi,thisoneused

tofuckme"shesaidlaughing,Frankjustsatthere

whileSfisowhiskedNanaaway.



"Whatthefvckiswrongwithyou?"Sfisoshouted

"Leavemealone,Iwanteveryonetoknowwhatthey

didtome"sheweepedpainfully.

Sfisolockedherinthecarandreturnedtogethis

jacketandphone.HeapologizedtoFrankand

Mhlengibeforedeparting.Musa'sgirlwasalso

temptedtospillthebeansaboutwhatshesaw

earlieronbutThuladoexcusedherselffollowedby

Nomzamo...Talkaboutbeingsavedbythebell,she

gulpedhersavannaandshookherhead.Insidethe

houseThuladoapologizedtoZamo.

"It'sokay,she'syourfriend"Zamosaid

"Idon'tevenknowhowtoavoiditbecauseSfisois

friendswithMhlengi"Thuladosaidsadly

"It'sok"theyhuggedinside,theylittleloveydovey

partywasinterruptedbyMusa'sgirl,shebitthe

savannaonthetableloudenoughtogetthem

startled.



"Iwouldn'thugthisoneifIwasyou"shesaid

lookingatNomzamo
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*Durban*



NomzamoturnedtolookatMusa'sgirlfriend

judgingbythewayshelookedshewassloshed

beyondherlimit.

"IwillhugmyThulaanytimeIwant"Zamosaid

laughing,Thuladowonderedwhyshesaidthatbut

shebrusheditoff.

"That'showweloseourmen,whileyoubusy

huggingandfriendingyouremainman-less

becausesomepeoplethinkonlytheydeservegood

things"shesaidlookingatThulado

"Doyouhaveaproblem?"Thuladoaskedinfuriated,

surprisedwithhersuddenbravelyitmustbethe

winetalking

"IwillkeepquiettorespectMusaotherwisewena!"

ShesaidpointingatThulado,"Wena!Wena!"she

saidagainbeforewalkingout

"Yho!"Nomzamosaid,"Whatwasthatallabout?If

it'snotNanait'sthisgirl"Zamoadded

"Ithinkshedoesn'tlikeme,atleastwithNanayou



canblamethealcoholbutsheinsultedmeearlier

andthatwasbeforeshegotdrunkl"Thulado

informed

"Maybeshe'senviousofyou"Nomzamosaid

"There'snothingtobeenviousabout,Ithinkshe's

justmean.Anywayareyouguyssleepingover?"

Thuladoasked

"NoI'mactuallycallingitanightnow,I'mworking

tomorrow"Zamoreplied

"Ineedtosleeptoo"sheyawned

NomzamowentbackoutsidetogetFranksothey

couldgo.Musaalsodecidedthatitwastime,they

allgatheredtheirchildrencarryingthemintotheir

carssincetheyweresleepingandtheyleft.

****

MeanwhileSfisoparkedoutsidehishouse,he



openedthedoorwithsomuchfury,Nanahasbeen

weepingtheentiretripbackhome.Hepulledherout

ofthecarandhelpedherintothehouse,hewastoo

angrytoevenopenhismouth.Heranawarm

showerandundressedher,hepushedherunderthe

waterandclosedthecubiclestaringather.He

turnedtowalkoutbutNanacalledhimout.

"Whereareyougoing,aren'tyougoingtojoinme?"

sheasked

"No,I'mgoingback"hesaid

"Youleavingmeherealone?"Nanaasked

astounded

"Yes,IleftabraaiandmychildrensoyeahI'm

leavingyouherealone"hesaidpissed

"I'mamessSfisoIneedyouherewithme,Ineed

youtoholdmeandtellmethateverythingisgoing

tobeOK…thechildrenaresafewithThuladoand

Mhlengipleasestay"shesaidpleadingly

"Nah,I'mgoing…IwillseeyouwhenIreturn"he



said

"Sfiso!"shecalledhimoutindismay

"IleftmyfriendsbraaiandmykidsbehindNana!

Becauseyouaresuchamessthatyoucan'teven

controlyourself.AllthatshityousaidaboutFrank

andFredfvckingyouwasunnecessarynow

everyoneknows!Howdoexpecteveryonetolookat

me?Letmeguessyouweren'tthinkingaboutme

becausethisisallaboutyouNana.GodknowsI

empathizewithyoubutthisbehaviorofyoursis

rubbingmeoffthewrongway,youneedtimeto

yourselfandthoroughcounselingbutIcan'tdothis

anymore.There'snowayinhellIwillstophanging

outwithmyfriendsbecauseofyou,thosepeople

havebeenwithmethroughthickandthin,didyou

forasecondthinkaboutThuladowhoisyourfriend.

Canyouimaginewhatisthisdoingtoher,you

ruinedherfamilycelebrationwithyouroutburst,

that'showselfishyouareNana.AndIthinkit'stime

Itellyouthis!Allthethingsthathappenedtoyouis

alsoyourfault,FrankandFredpaidfortheirsinsso

Ithinkit'stimeforyoutogoandtakeagoodlookin



themirrorandtellmewhatyoucameoutwith"he

roared

"SoIcan'texpressmyselfbecauseImustthink

aboutnothurtingotherpeople'sfeelings?Youguys

aregoodyouarenothurtinglikeme,youhaveno

ideawhatI'mgoingthrough.Iwillcontinue

expressingmyselfregardless,there'sabsolutely

nothingwrongwithbeingselfishsometimesifit's

foryourwell-beingandsanity.It'speoplelikeyou

thatmuteus,peopleratherdiebecauseof

depressionbecausetheycan'tspeak,theymustact

acertainway,theymustbehaveandtheymust

thinkofothers.We'llIrefuse,Iwillact,Iwillnot

behaveandIwillthinkofmyself…rightnowI'm

numberone"shescreamed

"Nanagoforcounseling,yousoundreallystupid

rightnow"heclappedback

"Youalsostupid"shescreamedback

"Bye"hesaidwalkingout

Nanaranouttheshowerleavingitrunning,she



chasedafterSfisoinhernakedness,Sfisorushed

intothecartoavoidfurtheraltercations.ButNana

jumpedontothebonnetscreamingathimthrough

thefrontwindow,heheavedasighjumpingout.

"Getoffmycar!Arefvckingpossessed?Youleftmy

waterrunningandnowyouactinglikeacrazy

woman"Sfisospat

"Youarenotgoinganywhere,I'mgoingtoburnthis

house"shesaidsternly,Sfisodashedbackintothe

house,hehurriedintothebathroomandswitched

offtheshower.

Nanawasrightbehindhimbickering,hewalkedout

ofthebathroomintohisbedroomtryinghardto

screenherout,thenextthinghefeltastingonhis

backwhenheturnedarounditwasNanathrowing

thingsathim.

"Stopthatrightthisinstant!"Sfisowarnedbutitwas



asifhewasfuelingher.Shescannedaroundfor

evenheavierobjectbutSfisoranuptoherandheld

herhands

"GetdressedI'mtakingyouhome"hesaid

"No!YouarenotgoingbacktoMhlengi'shouse"she

screamed

Sfisorummagedintohisclosetlookingforadress

orsomesortofclothingthatbelongedtoher,

fortunatelyhefoundaknittedpolyneckdress.Nana

ranoutoftheroomintotheloungeandshestarted

droppingvasesscatteringcushionsonthefloor,

Sfisopouncedonherstranglingherdown.

"Iistenhereyoubitch!Iwillkillyourighthere,right

nowuyangizwa.Nowputthisdressandgetthefvck

outofmyhouse,youtrashingmyplaceknowing

youdon'tevenhaveacenttoyourname.Doyou

evenknowhowmuchthesethingscostinthe



shops?JustbecauseI'munderstandingtowards

you,youthinkI'maweaklinguyanyastraight.Get

up!"hesaidlettinggoofher,Nanaheldontoher

neckwhileshewascoughing.

Sfisothrewthedressather,sheslowlyputiton,he

thencockedhisgunandtoldhertogetoutshe

complied.TheridetoNana'shomewasquietand

frighteningitwasasifacatcaughthertongue,he

parkeduptheroadandwaitedforhertoenterher

housethenhedroveoff.Hewasnowheadingto

Mhlengi'shouse,hehadalotofthingsplayinginhis

mind.Heregrettedmanhandlingherandresorting

inusingaggressionbutitwastheonlywaytoget

hertocalmdownandleave.Godknowshetriedbut

itwastruethatyoucan'tfixeverything,itwasclear

thatNanawasgoingtobetoxicandhewastoo

grownupforthatsh!t.Sheirkedhimbytrashinghis

placebutthenailwasalreadyhammeredontothe

coffinwhensheproudlyannouncedthathewas

fvckedbytwomenatonce…whatthefvck!



****

ThuladoandMhlengiweresleepingintheirroom

reminiscingthefirstevergettogethertheirhosted

asacouple.

"Idon'tthinkitwasbadatall,thefoodwasgreatby

theway"Mhlengisaid

"ExceptforNana,Ireallydon'tknowwhattodo"

Thuladosaidwithaboredsigh

"Relax!FrankiscoolI'mworriedaboutSfiso.The

guyevenlefthiskids"Mhlengisaidconcerned

"Theyaresafehere,Idon'tmind"Thuladosaid

"Whywouldawomanairsuchembarrassmentin

frontofeveryone.Nanaactsasifshewasraped.

Franktellsmehowsheseducedhimandthatshe

lovedeveryminuteofitplusshewaslivingherbest

lifeasasocialmediacelebrity"Mhlengisaid

"Allofthatistruebutitdoesn'tchangethefactthat

sheishurting,she'scryingforhelp"Thuladosaid



"Thenshemustdotherightthingandgofor

counseling,shemustchooseherhealthandsanity

becausehonestlyheroutburstsareonly

embarrassingherfurther.Idon'tseeSfisocarrying

onwithherafterthatthreesomeepisode,IknowI

wouldn'tnowthegentsmustlookatyouwiththat

eyethatyourladyisnotspecialalltheguyshave

beenfuckingher.NowSfisoknowsthatFrankhas

seenNana'snakednessandweknowtoosoitwe

alwaysbeathing.Wetakeprideinourwomen"he

chuckled,Thulado'sheartpoundedhardagainsther

chestthinkingofthatnightwithFrankthough

thingsareablurbutsheremembersbitsandbobs

oftheexplicitscenesthattookplaceaftercuddling

onthecouchandGodknowsshewouldhateitif

shelosesMhlengioveronenightofstupidity.

"AreyouOK?"Mhlengiasked

"Y-yeahI'mjustthinking"shesaid

"Aboutwhat?"Mhlengiasked

"Areyouashamedofme?"sheaskedoutoftheblue

"No!Why?"Mhlengiarchedhisbrow



"Musa'sgirlfriendinsultedmecallingmeuntidyand

thatshefeltsorryforyou...thatgotmewondering"

Thuladosaid

"FirstofallyouarenotuntidyandIloveyouso

muchthatithurts.I'mstillgoingtodealwith

Khuzanifortouchingmycake"hesaidseriously

"HewasterribleIkeptonthinkingaboutyouthe

wholetime"sheblurtedout

"Still…nooneisallowedtoevenlookatit,ifIwas

SfisoIwouldhavediedrighttherewhenNanathrew

thatstunt"hechuckled

"Butithappenedalongtimeago,theyweren'teven

togetherthen"Thuladotriedtoreason

"Youdon'tunderstand,nowthatweallknowit'sa

differentstory.Weareproudofourthings

especiallyourwomen"Mhlengiemphasized,"Back

towhatMusa'sgirlfriendsaid,she'sjustnastythat

one.Shealwaysupinpeople'sbusiness,Iwilltalk

tohimandhewillsortherout.Youarenotadirty

personbutyoujustneedhelpondealingwith

certainthingsandIwillholdyourhandright



throughit"Mhlengifinallysaid

ThuladokeptquietandturnedgivingMhlengiher

back,therewasasoundofsomeoneknockingon

thedoor.Mhlengijumpedoutofbedandheadedto

thekitchentoattendtheknock.ItwasSfiso,helet

himinandhelookedlikeshambles.

"CanIsleeponyourcouchman?"heaskedina

vergeoftears

"Sure!"Mhlengisaid,hebrohuggedhimthanhe

lockedthedoor,hedissapearedintohisbedroom

andreturnedwithasheetandablanket.Sfiso

snuggledonthecouchandstaredintospace,

Mhlengifeltpityforhimashewalkedawaygiving

himspace.
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Sfisowokebeforeeveryoneandwaitedforhiskids

assoonastheywereup,hethankedThuladoand

Mhlengithenheleft.Heparkedoutsidehishouse

andinstructedthattheystayedinthecar,hedidn't

wantthemtoseethemessbecauseonewordto

theirmothershellwillbreaklooseshefetchedtheir

ironeduniform,helearntfromyoungtoalwaysbe

readybecauseyouneverknowwhenanopportunity

willpresentitselfsobecauseofthatlessonfrom

hismother,hisclothesarealwaysironedandready.

Hetooktheclothesandthebagswithtothecarand

drovehiskidstohismother'shousewheretheygot



readyforschool.Theyknewbetterthantoquestion

daddyofthesuddenchangeofroutine,hedropped

themoffatschoolandreturnedtohistrashed

housetoclean.

****

AfterthemorningrushMhlengiwasscheduledto

meetupwithFranksotheycoulddrivedowntothe

KhozaofficestobeacquaintedwiththeKingforthe

bigtransaction.AfterdroppingoffThuladohewas

backhomestaringathisbrandnewtuxedothat

Frankorganizedforhim,hewantedthemtolook

liketwinsandconfusetheenemy.Helaughed

shakinghisheadbeforecarefullyputtingitonandit

fittedhimlikeaglove,hisbracketlegswere

beautifullycarvedinhispantsandthejacketwas

likehissecondskin.Heslidinhisloafersafter

puttingonhissecretsocksthenhestoodinfrontof

themirrorstaringhard,savoringtheawkward

silence,suddenlyhefeltallkindsofemotions.This



wasabeginningofgreatthings,hewastowritea

onacleanpage,hewasgoingtomakeanamefor

himselfandthere'snowaybetterthantodoitwith

abrothernexttoyou.

Afteraccessorizinghimself,hekneeleddown

conductingashortprayerasThuladoinstructed

himtodo,hestillhadanhourbeforetheycould

embarkonthisjourneysohedecidedtospendthis

timebythepierandenjoythecalmnessofthesea

whileheselfintrospect.MeanwhileFrankparked

outsidethehospital,hewasalldressedupforthe

meetingaswell,lookingequallydazzlingas

Mhlengibutforsomereasonhisdemonsledhim

here.HerequestedforMissMdletsheatthe

reception,thefriendlyladydirectedhimtowhere

Thulado'sroomwas.

Hewaitedoutsidesinceshewasbusywitha

patientinside,afterawhatseemedlikeeternitythe

dooropenedandapregnantladywaddledout,



Thuladopeepedherheadtocallforthenextpatient

butstoppedathertrackswhenshesawFrank

standingtohisfeetlookingstraightintohereyes.

"Frank!"shefrowned

"Canwetalk?"heaskedpleadingly

"OhOK"Thuladodissapearedbackinsidetowash

herhands,thenshefollowedFrankoutofthe

hospital,theywerenowstandinginthegardenjust

outofpeople'sthoughyoucouldstillseethe

parkinglotinadistance.

"Thulado!"Franksaidholdingherhands,hewanted

tocry

"Whatiswrong?"sheaskedworried

Franksnakedhisarmsaroundherwaistand

smashedintoherlips,Thuladojustfrozeinone

position,Frankrealizedwhathewasdoingand

pulledoutquicklyscratchinghishead.



"Fuck!"hemumbled

"Soyoucameallthewayheretodothis?"Thuladu

asked,"Soyoudon'twanttoseemehappy,you

wantMhlengitofindoutandendthingswithme,

that'swhatyouwantright?"Thuladoadded

"No!Ineedhelp…Idon'tknowwhatthefvckis

happeningtome,Ican'tevensleepatnightthinking

aboutyou.IthinkI'mfallinginlovewithmy

brotherswoman…I'mdoomed"hesaidwithtears

streamingdownhisface

"Nono!Nonono!Youarenotfallinginlovewithme

becauseIloveMhlengiandyouloveNomzamoget

thstthroughyourthickskull….Stopthismadness

OK?Stopit,youarehurtingme.Ilovemyfamily

FrankOKandIdon'twantanyofthis"Thuladosaid

walkingbackwards

"Pleasehearmeout,likeIsaidIdon'tknowwhat's

happening.I'mreallysorryandIpromiseyouI'm

notgoingtoactonit,Ijustneededsomeonetotalk

too"Hesaidhonestly

"Idon'tthinkit'sagoodideathatyoukeepcoming



tomethoughespeciallyafterwhathappened"

Thuladosaidsternly

"ImissFred,ifhewashereIknowhewouldhelp

methroughthis"helaughedthroughhistears,

"I'msorrybutIhavetogo"Thuladoranbackinside,

inafewminutesFrankcollectedhimselfafterthat

embarrassingepisodeandstruttedtohiscar.

Ifecouldn'tbelievewhathesawwithhiseyes,he

followedafterthemwhenhenoticedthemtaking

theroutetothegardens,heknewbrotherFredfrom

churchandwonderedwhatwashisbusinesswith

Thulado.Whenhesawthekissheranforhisdear

lifebeforetheycatchhim,peoplewhoaredoing

thingsthattheyaren'tsupposedtobedoingcan

evenkillyouifyoucomeoutandsayyousawthem.

Forhislifeoo,hewasgoingtomindhisown

business.

Frankreclinedtheseatofthecarsohecouldrest

backthenthatdayatSenzo'shouseplayedinhis



headlikeamovie.Thuladocuddlingwithhimonthe

couch,hewasarousedtothemaxandThuladowas

vibingtoo.Herememberedpickingherupfromthe

couchastheywerekissinghungrilyintothespare

bedroom,hethrewherinbedandturnedaroundto

lockthedoorjustincaseSenzomiraculouslywakes

upthenhewentblank…itwasalongtimeago,then

itcamebackagainslowly,herecalledlookingather

beautifulflowerthenhewaseatingupthatpvssy

mercilessly,shewasmoaningsoloudhegavehera

pillowtocoverherfacebutwhenshereachedher

orgasmshescreamedMhlengi'sname.

Beingapossesedjerkbackthenhehadthoughtsof

fvckingherbrainlessinherholeandinheranusfor

callinghimbyherdudesnamebutherinnocence

andbeautyactedlikeacoveringspellaroundher,

hejustdidn'tseehimselfhurtingherlikethatsohe

retreatedandtheysleptineachother'sarms.Inthe

morningtheshortladywasincompletepanicwhen

sherealizedwhathadhappenedandFrankfueled

herbyfabricatingliesaboutthemgoingallinnasty



buthethoughtshewouldfigureitoutsinceshewill

feelthepainofpenetrationthenextdaybutit

seemedlikeshewasclueless.Hewantedtoget

evenwithSenzoaswell,seeingThuladowakingup

nexttohim…hisdreamgirlthathecouldn'tevenget

butthingsdidn'tmaterializethatwaywhenshe

foundoutthatherchildrenwereindanger.Sheleft

andheneversawheragainuntilnow.

Hestillfeltlikemessingaroundwithhersomemore

butthingsweredifferentnow,hewashisbrothers

girlandheneededtoprayagainstthesedestructive

feelings.Hewassoangrybecausehedidn'tknow

wheretheycamefromandwhywerethey

intensifying.

"HeavenlyFather"heutteredthenhewipedhis

tears,"I'mgoingastrayagain,Icanalmostseethe

promiselandbutobstaclesarepullingmedown..

Pleasehelpme"hesaidbeforestartingthecar,he

pressedonthegasandleftcloudsofdustbehind.



InafewminutesheparkedoutsideNomzamo's

workplace,thesecuritywasexpectinghim,he

ascendedthestairstoleavethecarkeyswithZamo,

Mhlengiofferedtodrivetheminsteadofwasting

petrolonbothcars.Nomzamobeamedseeingher

manlookingdapperoutsidetheclassroomthe

childrenpeepedoutandbegannudgingeachother

itwasn'teverydayyougettoseeyourteacher's

significantother.ShehuggedabotheredFrankthat

lookedridiculouslyredonhisface.Shefrowned

gawkingathim.

"Areyouokay?"sheaskedconcerned

"Y-yeahjuststressedaboutafewthings"hesaid

honestly

"Relaxeverythingwillworkoutthewayitsupposed

tooandnowatleastyounotalone,youhave

Mhlengi"sheassuredhimandsealeditwithakiss,

shenoticedthestrongtasteofmentholinhissaliva

thenafemininescentwaftedswiftlyfromhim.She



pulledoutandstudiedhim,"Icansmellawoman

butIdon'twanttoruinyourmorning,wewilltalk

later"shesaidlookingaway

"Hey!"Franksaidpullingherclose,"Don'truinyour

daybythinkingofnegativity.Yesyouaresmellinga

woman,lIstoppedatthegaragetobuysome

sweetsandIbumpedintooneofmyoldemployee,

shegotcarriedawayandhuggedme,Iloveyou"he

said

"Iloveyoutoo,Goodluck"Shesaidwavingathim

Heheavedasighofreliefbeforedescendingthe

stairs,hewastowaitforMhlengiattheparkinglot.

****

MhlengiwasonhiswaytopickupFrank,he

decidedtocallThulado,heconnectedthecalltothe

Bluetooth.



"Fuze!"shesaidsweetly

"Cherieyami!What'sgood?"heasked

"Nothingmuch,Iwantmydaytoendalready"she

said

"Justacouplemorehours,I'monmywaytopickup

Frankandwearegoodtogo"hesaidexcitedly

"That'sgood"shesaidnervously

"IwantedtotellyouthatIloveyoumamaziandI

cannotwaittomakeituptoyou.Forallthoseyears

youputupwithmybullsh!tIwillthankyouproperly"

hesaideagerly

"Themostpreciousgiftistowakeupnexttoyou

everyday,Iloveyousomuch"Thuladosaid

genuinely

"Iwillseeyoulater"hesaidthenhehungup

Hepulleduptheschoolandcaughtaglimpseof

Frankfocusingonhisphone,hehootedathim,

Franksmiledandjoggedatthedirectionofthecar

withhisheartthumpingitwasalmostasifMhlengi



willseethroughhisshortcomings.Hehoppedin

andavoidedeyecontactbyallmeans.

"Washalazamanje,what'sup?"Mhlengiasked

laughing(whyareyouedgy)

"I'mnervous"hesaidchucklingnervously

"Relaxthisisadonedealmfethu,wegotthis"

Mhlengisaid

FrankchortlenervouslyasMhlengidroveout,they

wereheadedtomeetupwithNtsikaforthe

transaction.

****

Sbusiwewokeupfromhernapwhilethenannywas

busyinthekitchen,shesawafigureofsomething

thatscareddaylightsoutofher,shewailedwiththe

lastofvoicesshehadinher.Hercrywassharpand



loudthenannyboltedintothebedroomwithher

heartpounding,whatsortofcrywasthat?She

quicklywhiskedheroutofhercribandcradledher,

shekeptquietbutyoucouldstillhearherheart

beatingfastandshedidn'twantthenannytoput

herdown.
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Chapter70

"I'mtryingtoscreambutmyheadisunderwater,

andthisdemon'sclawistryingtocatchaholdof

myhem"

~Frank

*Durban*

MhlengiandFrankstoodoutsideinawe!lookingat

Ktech'sitwasmassiveandsomodern,theyhad

glasswallsandtheywereshinninglikeadiamond.

Thegrassonthewalkwaywashealthyandgreen,

andtechinventivesweredisplayedrandomlywith

pridejustbytheentrance,youdidn'thavetoaskif

thecompanywasdoingwell.Assoonasthey



walkedintheyweregreetedbythereceptionistwho

thenledthemtotheboardroomupstairs,upon

arrivaltheyfoundthreemenadornedinexpensive

suitstheyrosetotheirfeettowelcomethem.

"Youwelcomegents!I'mNstika"theonesaid

"Wenaongasenhla!"Mhlengisaidgentlybowinghis

head,Frankdidthesame

"Pleasethere'snoneedforthathere,let'sjustchill"

Ntsikasaid,"PleasemeetmybrotherNkosana

KhozaandmybrotherinlawNkanyeziNorwood"

Ntsikasaid

"Iknowalotaboutyousir!"Franksaidexcitedly

lookingatNkosana

"Ihopeallgoodthings"Nkosanasaidchuckling

"Mybrotherlookeduptoyouhewasanupcoming

businessmogul,heabsolutelylovedyouandwhat

youstandfor"Franksaid

"YoucantellhimtocomethroughsoIcanpickhis

brainoverbreakfast,whoknowsImightlearna



thingortwofromhim"Nkosanasaid.

"Sadlyhislate,hewasmytwinFred"Franksaid

shrugginghisshoulders

"I'msorryforyourlossmanandhereIwasthinking

thatyoutwoaretwins"Nkosanasaiddartinghis

eyesbetweenthebrothers

"Nicetomeetyouall"Mhlengifinallysaid,"Before

westartIwanttoknowwhobuiltthisplaceit's

exquisiteandthedecor…justwow"Mhlengiadded

"Youlookingattheman"Nkanyezisaid,"The

previousbuildingwasalrightbutthefaceliftis

betternowitlookslikeatechcompany"headded

"BlowyourhornNorthwood"Nkosanasaid

"Yes!Iwillblowmyhornbecausethisplacelooks

hellafinebecauseofmywork…Norcturebaby!"He

saidturningwithhischair

"Asyoucanseeweareproudmeninhere.Youare

lookingattheCEOofKtechs,K-empireandNocture

architectsunfortunatelymyotherbrotherscouldn't

makeit,pleasetakeaseat"Ntsikasaid



Theyalltooktheirdesignatedseatsaroundthedark

chocolateboardtable,Ntsikalockedthedoorand

dimmedtheblindsbeforehecouldproceed.

"OKnowtellmewhatareyourplans"Ntsikaasked

withastraightface

"WewanttostartbusinessesbutIhaveacriminal

recordandI'mnotoutofthegutteryetsomy

brotherherewillbetheforefrontofitall"Mhlengi

said

"Whatwereyouinfor?"Nkanyeziasked

"Moneyheist"hesaidfloppingbackonhisseat

"What?"Nkanyezisaidchuckling,"Youshouldmeet

Mfanayoutwowillgetalonglikeahouseonfire"

Nkanyeziadded

"True!Nowthatweknowyouaren'tarapistsoran

abusiveprickwecantalk"Nkosanasaid

"NahI'mnoneoftheabove,wecanproceed"

Mhlengisaid



"OKnowtellaboutthisJessiegirl"Ntsikaasked

withastraightface

"She'srich"Mhlengisaid,theyallbrokeoutin

laughter

"It'sclearmybrotherherelovesmoney"Franksaid

chuckling

"Moneyisgood"Nkanyezisaid

"Besidethefactthatshe'srich,whatdoesshelike.I

wanttosendheralinksothatIcanaccessherher

personalinfo"Ntsikasaid

"She'sadogperson,anartistandabitch"Mhlengi

said

"Don'tforgetthatshelovesblackd!cks"Franksaid,

theyallchuckled

"Interesting!Iwillsendhersomethingthatshewill

openimmediately,doesshecheckheremails

regularly"Ntsika.

"Yeah!"Mhlengireplied



Therewasaknockonthedoor,Nkanyeziwas

closertothedoor,soheopenedit.Thereceptionist

pushedinatripletiertrayfilledwithfood,itwasa

varietyofmeat,saladsandphuthuthentherewas

platesandcutlery.Thefoodlookedappetizing

Mhlengi'stastebudswerealreadysharpenedhe

wasafoodieunapologetic.

"Isthisfromtherestaurant?"NkanyeziaskedNtsika

"No!It'scomingfromNkosana'shousethewives

madeit"Ntsikaanswered

"Iwasshockedthinkingtherestaurantmakes

phuthuaswell"Nkanyezisaidchuckling

"Never!masaidifwewantphuthuwemustopena

restaurantfortraditionalfoodstrictly"Nkosana

responded

"Youguysgoaheadandeat,letmefinishthisbait

link"Ntsikasaid

Theguysplatedthefoodandtheystartedeating,



Ntsikawasfocusedonhisscreenwhilehisfingers

wererunningonthatkeyboardlikehewasaboutto

winamarathon.Frankwastakenabackbythe

authenticityoftheseguys,whenFredandhimwere

atthetop,theyatethosefancyoysterdishesfrom

toprestaurants.Itwasessentialforthemtobeseen

inhighplacesdoingthingsonlytherichcould

affordbutsittingaroundthistableoccupiedby

filthyassrichmendemwhoservedheavy

traditionalmealsinmeetingswasimpressiveand

warm.Hereallylovedthevibehewasgetting,it

servedasaninspirationtohim,hefoundhimself

lookingatMhlengiwhoseemedtobeinhiselement.

Hewaslaughingandgelingwiththeguyslikehe

knewthemfrommanyyearsago,hefeltfireinside

himandhewassurethathewantthiskindof

atmosphereforhimandMhlengi.

"Done!"Ntsikasaidheavingasighofrelief,he

grabbedhisplateandattackedthemeatfirst

"Sojustbysendinganemailit'sdone"Mhlengi

askedinterested



"No,there'scodehiddeninthatemail.That'swhy

sometimesyoushouldn'tjustopensuspicious

emailthatpopsupyourinboxitcouldbeahacker

waitingtoholdyourpossessionransom.Jessiewill

getaninvitationtoalegitnewlyopenedgalleryto

beoneofthespeakers,Imadesurethepersonwho

invitedherwasblackmanandifsheiswhatyou

describedthanshewilltakebait!"Ntsikasaid

confidently

"Youneedtoteachme"Mhlengisaid

"Never!ThelastpersonItaughtwasmybestfriend

andhealmostgotmeintosomeserioussh!t,you

areaKrugerIcanjusttell.Youwillcleanpeopleout

andIcanseeyoucan'tevencoveryourtracks

otherwiseyouwouldn'thavegottencaughtbythe

copsfortheheist"Ntsikasaid

"Eish!"Mhlengiscratchedhisheadsmilinghiding

hisembarrassment

"Stilltheydidn'trecoverthecash"Franksaidinhis

brothersdefense,"IthinkhisagreatKruger"Frank

said



"Granted"Ntsikasaid,"Butyouboysarestillsmall

inthegame,youneedguidance"Ntsikasaid

Ntsikacheckedhisscreen,hejumpedinexcitement.

"Wein"hesaidwithagrin,"Shehasreplied"he

added

"Justlikethat?Wow"Mhlengisaidgobsmacked

"OKI'mgoingtomoveitintoaghostaccountfora

monththanIwillmoveintooneofourprotected

dummyaccountsuntilyoutwofigureitoutbecause

onemistakeyouwillloseeverything.Afteramonth

Iwillliquidatethisaccountsotheycannevertrace

it,Mapholobayouarenowamillionaire!"Ntsika

said,theyallapplaudedforhim

"Areyouserious?"Mhlengiasked,Nkosanaand

Nkanyezismirked

"Yeahman!WhatdoyouthinkIwasdoinghere?

Playing?"Ntsikasaid

"IthinkyouneedtoteachJessiealesson"Nkanyezi



said,"Shecan'tgoaroundfraudingpeopleusingher

privileges"Headded

"I'mnotintothatrandomsh!tanymore.AllIcando

issellsomethingthatbelongstoherandthemoney

willcomebacktoyou"HesaidlookingatMhlengi

"SellthathouseinDurbanNorth,Iwantthatoldhag

whoinsultedmetogetevicted"Hesaidlaughing

"Sure,Iwillputitupforsale.Wewillbeincontact,I

haveallherinformationwithme"heturnedthe

screentoshowthemJessicaIDnumbers,

cellphoneandtelephonenumbers,bankpinsInfact

everythingaboutherwasdisplayedonthescreenit

wasfascinating.

"Remindmenevertomesswithyouguys…howthe

fvck?"Franksaidhiseyesasbigassaucers

"NothingisimpossibleexceptforthethingsofGod,

youcanneverbetoocareful.Justbyclickingona

messageonyourphoneyoucanloseeverything

butonlyafewpeoplehavethekindofknowledgeI

have"Ntsikasaid

"Mindblowing"Mhlengisaid



"Howaboutwescheduleanothermeetingtotalk

aboutbusiness,IthinkIcanhelpyouguys.We

actuallyspokebeforeyoucameinthat'swhyweare

here"Nkosanasaid

"Yeah,Ntsikafoundinterestinyouandhealerted

usbecausewehaveaprogramwherewehelp

aspiringbusinessmentobuildtheirbusinesses

fromscratchbutthere'saprocesswhichourwife

Ntombifuthihasinplace,yougetscreenedandall

ofthatbutforguyswecanjusttalk"Nkanyezi

added

"Youhavealotofmoneybutwithoutproper

guidanceitcanfinishwithinasnapofafingerand

itwillbelikeyouneverhadit,weareheretohelp.

That'sifyoutwoareinterested"Nkosanasaid

"Pleasehelpus.Webothhavefamiliesandwehave

sufferedalotitwouldbeterribletoloseallthis

moneywithnothingtoshow"Mhlengisaid

"AndIthoughtIknewitalluntilIlostit,itwasclear

thatmylatebrotherwastheonerunningtheshow"

Franksaidhonestly



"It'sadealthen,wewillmeetyouagaingentlemen"

Ntsikasaid,theyallagreedshakinghands.

Ontheirwayouttheymetthewives,theywere

sittingbythefoyerdrinkingcoffee,themenwalked

uptotheirpartnersandstartedkissing,Mhlengiand

Franklookedaroundaimlessly.Thereceptionist

sawthisandshechuckled,theywereusedofit.

"Sorryguys"Nkosanasaid,"Wealwaysgetcarried

away"hesaidsnakinghishandaround

Masabatha'swaist,"MeetMasabathashe'sall

mine"HesaidkissinghercheekMasabatha

blushed

"Meetthemostbeautifulwomanintheworld,my

HermosaNkosazaneNorwood"Nkanyezisaid

proudly,Zaneshookherheadgiggling,"Niceto

meetyouguys,Ithinkwespokeoverthephone"

ShesaidtoMhlengi

"Yeswehave"Mhlengiagreed



"Hermajesty,miDiamanteMrsNtsikayomizithe

secondKhoza"NtsikasaidstaringatNandilicking

hislips

"NicetomeetyouboFuze"shesmiled,Mhlengiand

Frankgentlybowed

"Thankyou,nicetomeetyouall"thebrotherssaid

together

Theybidfarewellbutjustastheywereaboutto

stepoutNandicalledthemout.

"SorrytoappearforwardbutIhaveamessagefor

you"ShesaidlookingatFrank

"OhOK"hesaidreluctantly

"Iwillwaitinthecar"Mhlengisaidwalkingaway

"Followme"Nandisaidleadinghimintoaroomjust

behindthereception

Therewastwocouchesandacoffeetableinthe



middle,Nandisatcomfortablyontheoppositeseat,

shefoldedherlegsstaringatFrank,themorehe

squirmedunderherpresencethegazingfrom

Nandiintensified.Itwasasiftheywerehavinga

spiritualconversationbutincompletesilence.

Frank'slipstremblecausingasoftsobtoescape

hismouth,hecoveredhisfacehidinghisbareness

butNandiwashereforareason.

"Thingsaren'tlookinggoodforyouisn't?"Nandi

askedgloomily,itwasasifshepouredgallonsof

parrafininthefire,Frankwasnowcrying

inconsolablyandNandifeltnothingbutpityforhim.

AfterawhilethewaterworksstoppedandFrank

collectedhimselftotalktotheQueen.

"Howarefeeling"Nandiasked,notthatshedidn't

knowtheanswerbutshewantedtohearhimspeak.

"IfeellikeI'mtakingfivestepsforwardbutthenI

taketenback.I'mtryingtoscreambutmyheadis

underwater,andthisdemon'sclawistryingto



catchaholdofmyhem"hesaidhisvoiceslightly

fadingfromallthecrying

"Whileyourdistracted,hehasreachedyourchild"

Nandisaidwithastraightface
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Chapter71

"Whileyourdistracted,hehasreachedyourchild"

Nandisaidwithastraightface

"Whatyoumean?"Franksatupstraightitwasclear

thatNandihasgottenhisattention

"Thedemonthat'stormentingyou,ithasreached

yourchildwhileyouweredistracted"sherepeated

"I'mreallyconfused,IgavemylifetoGod,Ilearned

howtopray,mywoman…she'sprayerfulaswellI

thoughtbydoingallofthisthatIwouldbefree,and

thatthePhantomwillleavemealone"Franksaid

"I'mnopastorbutIdoknowthatwhendemon'sare

castoutofsomeonetheyaren'thappy,doyouthink

theywillrejoicebybeingremovedfromtheirhost…



theirhome?Noitdoesn'tworklikethat.Youseethe

Phantomasyoucallitlivedinyouforyears,it

workedthroughyousothereforeasimpleprayer

won'tkeepitaway,itwillgoforalittlewhilebut

whenitreturnsitcomesbackseventimesstronger

thanbeforebecauseitunderstandsimmediately

thatitisatwar.Sorightnowitisarmedandready

totakebackwhatoncebelongedtohim,thisdoes

notmeanthatprayerisn'tstrongbutitsimply

meansthatitwon'tbethateasyandwhenyougive

yourlifetoGodyouneedtofillthatgapwith

holinessandrighteousness.Youcan'taffordtolet

yourguarddownandyouweredoingverywelluntil

youweakenedyourheartforyourbrother'swife.Do

youknowthatLisaandthatinvestorwassentto

lureyoubuttheAngelsofLordwereinthatroom

withyou?,thatnightGodgaveyouarevelationof

howthePhantomisgoingtodestroyyoubutyou

sawamanwithtwowomenprotectingyour

offsprings,thatwasyourfather,hiswifeandyour

brotherswife'smother"Nandipausedlookingat

Frank,"Yourfatherandthetwoladiesaretryingso

hardtoprotectyoubutyourmotherkeepsfighting



them,she'schasingthemawaybecauseyouare

nottheirs.There'ssomuchchaosasfarasyour

ancestorsareconcerned,theNgcobo'sarefurious

atyourmaternalfamily,theywanttotakeyouaway

butyourmotherkeepsstandingasabarrierandher

familyisstandingatafardistantlookingatherin

defeatbuttheyarenottryingtostopher,itasif

theydon'twanttogetinvolvedandthatiswhy

thesethingsarehappening"Nandiadded

"SoI'mlikethisbecauseIallowedmyselftofallfor

Thuladoandbecauseofmymother?"Heaskedand

Nandinoddedherhead,"Thatbitchywitch!"Frank

saidinfury

"Thulado!Isthathername?"Franknodded,"Don't

worry,it'snotthatdeep.Ifyoukeepyourdistance

awayfromherandfocusonyourwifethatGodhas

givenyouallwillbewell.Yesyourfeelingsarereal

buttheyareinfluencedbythataimtodistractyou,

I'msureyouwereawarethatyouhadaconnection,

somesortofasoftspotforherthen,that

vulnerabilitywaschanneledtobeusedtokeepyour

mindoffimportantstuff.Ifyoudon'tcontrolthis



youwilldie!She'snotyours,shelovesyourbrother

andheloveshertoo.Yourwomanwasgiventoyou

bytheLord,it'sherthatyoulovedearlyandintime

youwillrealizethisbuttheywillbeproblems"she

saidsearchingforhim

"IloveNomzamo,Iknowthatforsure.Idon'twant

tohurther"Franksaid

"Ifyoudon'twanttohurtherthanyouwon't,goona

fastandprayforsevendaysbeforetheydothe

ceremonyandstayawayfromThuladoortherewill

betrouble,thingsaregoingtohappenjustbe

strong.Butmymessagetoyoutodaywasabout

yourbrother,hisindarknessandhecannotsee,his

drowninginawoman'stearsandhisalsocryingfor

help.HisbodyisinuMngeniRiver,morelikehis

remains,gatherthemandburyhim.Takethe

womanwithyou,sheneedstohealandbyseeing

hisremainsandburyinghimherhealingwillstart"

sherosetoherfeetandwalkedovertohim,she

gentlysqueezedhisshoulderandwalkedout



NtsikasawNandicomingoutfromtheroom,he

rosetohisfeetstretchingouthishandstorecieve

hiswife,hekissedherandtheystrolledout.

"Howdiditgo"Ntsikaasked

"Hisamess"Shesaidsadly

"Theywillmakeitright?"Heaskedworryingly

"I'mnotsure,let'shope"Nandisaid

MeanwhileinsideFrankwipedhistearsasthelump

onhisthroatgrewbigger,hefeltlikehehadthe

wholeworldsittingonhisshoulders,hecouldonly

hopeforbetterdays.Herosetohisfeetbuthis

kneesweakened,thelumpthreateningtocomeout

ofhismouthheletoutacrybalancingagainstthe

wall.Thisissupposedtobeahappytimeforhim

andNomzamobuthowaretheygoingtobewithall

thisbaggage,afterandhourofself-pityandcrying

hedriedhisredfacewithhissuitjacket,clearedhis

throatandfixedhimself.



HefoundMhlengilyingonthedriverseat,hehad

reclinedthechairtobecomfortableandcoveredhis

facewithahatthathefoundinthecar,assoonas

heheardthedoorclosinghesatupswitchingoff

themusic.

"Watkynsono?"Mhlengisaidplayfullybutassoon

ashenoticedhisbrother'spuffyeyesandredface.

Hisjokewentsour,hisfacewasreplacedbyworry

andsadness

"Mfethuukahle?"Heaskedworryingly(areyou

good?)

"No!Mylifeisamess,Idon'tevenknowwhereto

begin.Ihavetogointoasevendayfast,Ihaveto

goandfetchFred'sremainsinuMngeniwithNana…

imaginethatwomanhatesmeMhlengiandIneed

toburyhimsothathecanbefreefromthe

darkness"hesaid

"I'mhereforyou,IwillcomewithyoutouMngeni

andIcangetSfisotocomesothatNanadoesn't



actoutagain"Mhlengisaid,"Wecanburyhim

beforeyourceremonysothaywecanintroducehis

spirittothefamilyaswell…hemightbeproblematic

ifweleavehimout"Mhlengisaid

"Yes!PleaseleaveSfisoout,Idon'twanthimtosee

Nanabreakforanothermaninfrontofhim.Ithink

helovesherandIdon'tthinkthisisagreatidea"

Franksaid

"True"Mhlengiagreed,"Wewillgetthroughthis

togetherasafamily"MhlengisaidandFrank

nodded

Frank'stroublessenthimstraighttosleepso

Mhlengiplayedsoftmusicdrivingbackhome,he

hadmountainstoclimbhimselfespeciallytheone

hehastoclimbwithThuladobuthewoulddo

whateverittakestomakesurethathisbrotherwas

freefromallthebondagesthatwerepullinghim

down.

****



Thenightwasstillyoung..clearly!Mhlengiwasnow

freshandchangedintoblackjeans,awhitegolfT-

shirtthatwasneatlytuckedin,hefinishedhis

casuallookwithhisblackvans.Heopenedthedoor

forThuladoshewasperplexedathissudden

behavior,hefetchedherfromworkasusualwith

thekids.Dinnerwasalreadypreparedthekidsate

butthenMhlengiinstructedthatshegoesand

freshenuptheyweregoingsomewhere.Thulado

skippeddinneranddidastold,whenshecameout

oftheshowershefoundanolivegreendresswith

thelongestslitshe'severseenandanoteontop

thatread"wearit"sheexcitedlydidsoafter

thoroughlymoisturizingherbody.Thesexydressfit

herintoherlikeagloveandtheslitstoppedonher

thighs,hertinybodypoppedoutthanksto

motherhoodherhipsandasswerenowfullerand

themoreMhlengishowedappreciationofher

gainedweightthemoreshefellinlovewithherself.

Sherummagedhershoeracklookingfortheperfect



shoes,thenvoilablackstiletto'swerestaringather

withglisteningeyespleadingthatshepickedthem

andshedid.Shetwirledaroundfeelingherself,she

putarobeonandsatinfrontofthemirroranddid

hermakeupjustthewayNanataughtherthough

shewasn'tafanbutsincethisiswhatwomendid

whentheygooutshewasn'tgoingtoletherself

down.Shesmiledinsatisfactionafterfixingher

bushyafro,sherosetoherfeetandsprayedsome

ofherexpensiveperfumethatshespoiledherself

withawhileagowhenMhlengiwasstillinprison.

Nowinsidethecarnervousreckedshewasn'tsure

whatwasgoingon.Mhlengiparkedoutside

Chartwellcentre,hejumpedoutjoggingtothe

passengersidethenheopenedthedoorfor

Thulado,helockedthecarandwalkedwithher

handinhand.Thuladolookedaroundinawe!The

placewasbreathtakingandithadthatthrillingvibe,

shewonderedwhatMhlengiwasuptoo.Onlywhen

theywerewelcomedbywaitressesattheentrance

ofOlive&Oilitdawnedonher,theywereonadate.



Shewantedtojumpupanddownbecauseof

exhilaration,thiswasgoingdowninhistory…their

firstdate,theyweresoconsumedbylifeproblems

thattheyneverdatedandforMhlengitobetheone

whoinitiatedthismeanteverythingtoher.

"Thiswaysir"Thefriendlywaitresssaidafter

Mhlengiaskedforatablefortwo,theyfounda

perfectoneinthecornerwithjustenoughlight.The

waitresssaidshewillgivethemtimetodecide

"Isthisadate?"Thuladoblurtedoutelated

"Y-yesdoyoulikeit?I'mgoingtobehonestwith

you,IhaveneverdonethisinmylifesoifI'mdoing

itwrongpleaseforgiveme"Mhlengisaidnervously

"Well…IhavebeentodinneroncebutIdon't

rememberbeingthishappy…itfeelslikeI'mdoingit

forthefirsttime"shesaid

"Wasitthatdoctorguyyoutoldmeaboutwhenwe

metthatnight?"Mhlengiasked

"Yes!Duke…hetried"Thuladosaid



"I'msorrythatIdidn'tdothissooner,girlslove

thesethingsandI'msoembarrassedthatInever

thoughtofitthen"Mhlengisaidhonestly

"Ineverthoughtofiteither,wehadalotinourheads

sothisisperfect…let'snotruinit"Thuladosaidwith

asmile

"WhatshouldIorder?"Mhlengiaskedpaging

throughthemenu

"Trysomethingnew,let'sordersomeseafood,we

arealwayseatingmeat"Thuladochuckled

"Youorderforme"Mhlengisaidsmiling

Thuladosignalledforthewaitresswhowaswaiting

patientlyforthem,shewasreadytojotdowntheir

requests.

"CanwepleasehavethePeriPerichickenlivers

timestwoforourstartersandHakeandPrawn

comboforthemainthankyouandIwillhavea

glassofwhitewineplease"Thuladosaid



"CanIhavejuiceandstillwaterplease"Mhlengi

said

"ThePrawncombotimestwoaswell"thewaitress

askedjusttobesure

"Yes"Thuladosaid

"Grillorfried"thewaitressasked

"Grilledandpleaseaddanextrachickensaladwith

lotsofAvo's"Thuladosaidrememberinghowmuch

Mhlengiloveshissaladsespeciallywithayummy

dressingandthisplaceseemedtobeaperfection.

Thewaitressdissapearedleavingthepair,Mhlengi

hadherhandinhisandhekeptsqueezingit,

Thuladowasredonhercheeksfromallthe

blushing.Beinginlovewiththisthugwas

overwhelminglyweakening,hewassoimperfectyet

herheartthrobbedsodamnhardforhim.Mhlengi

ontheothersidejustcouldn'tbelievehestruck

straightintheheartsuchabeautifulgirl,hewasso

completewithheranddidn'thavethatfeelingof

wantingtoexploremore,hewascontentjustwhere



hewas.HeknewhelovedThuladothatverysame

nighttheymadeloveinthatBnBwithnowheretogo

andnothinginhishandstoshow,butlovealone

wasn'tenough,hestillwasn'tsureifshewasthe

onebutaftershestayedinlovewithhimafterall

thebullshitheputherthroughhewascertifiedthe

loyaltyhewasyearningforandthatwaseverything

forhim.

Thefoodcameandthepairindulged,Mhlengiloves

foodandfoodloveshimtoowithinminuteshis

platewascleananditwasonlyThuladowhowas

strugglingwiththeprawnsorperhapsshewasabit

tipsyfromthetwoglassesofwineshehad,thisis

exactlyhowheimaginedhisrelationshiptobelike.

Hewantedhertobebefreeandforhertodowhat

shelikedandwheneveraslongasitwasn't

disrespectfultohim.

"Sowhendidyoustartdrinking"Mhlengiaskedout

ofcuriosity



"AskyourdaughterLumi"Thuladoanswered,yes

shewasdefinitelytipsy

Mhlengilaughedhereachedoutforthelittleboxin

hisbackpocket,hefondledwithitunderthetable

butquicklyputitbackinhispocket.Hewantedher

tobesoberedupfirst,herdecisionshouldn'tbe

influencedbyalcohol.Whentheyweresatisfied

Mhlengidrovethemtothebeach,Thuladocarried

herstilettosinherhandbeforesteppingintothe

grainsofsand.Mhlengiwaslostinthoughtsand

Thuladonoticed.

"Yougood?"Sheasked

"Yeah"heswoopedheroffherfeetrunningwithher

intothewater,Thuladoscreamedforhimtoputhim

downluckilytheshorewasempty.

Hepiggybackherastheywatchedthewavescrash

onMhlengi'slegs,hedidn'tcareabouthisshoes



andjeansgettingwetbutthesilence,thetranquility

wasjustsufficientandMhlengiturnedhishead

lookingtoherandsaid.

"IloveyouThuladuMdletshe"

"IloveyouevenmoreMhlengiNgcobo"shereplied

©ZamaGambusheYenga,2021
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Thankyouforthemessages.Elijahlooksbetterbut

hestilllacksappetiteIguesshisgumsarestillsore

butI'mhappythefeverisgone…wearestillvery

clingyandwhineybutIdecidedtopreparethis

insertforuguysintheweehoursofthemorning…

hopeitwasworthit….enjoy

[11/22,14:47].:Adiamondintherough

|



|

|

|

|

|

Chapter72

Sexualcontent

TheverysamenightFrankpinnedNomzamotothe

wallpoundinghardandfastintohermeatyhole,

sheclosedhereyestakingitallin.Hewasalways

roughandenergeticandshelovedit,buttoday's

sessionwasfilledwithsomuchemotionsitwasas

ifhewastryingtotellhersomething,orasifhewas

offloadingallofhistroublesonher.Thismade

Zamofeelspecial,itwasherjobtobethatsafe

havenforherman,shewasgladtobethatreliever



shefoundherselfsmiling,diggingherhandsdeeper

intoFranksback.

Whenhewasexhaustedandrelievedhercarryher

backtobedthenheslidout,hissemenflowedout

herpvssydownhislegsasheplacedhergentlyon

thebed.HegrabbedhisT-shirtthatwascarelessly

lyingonthefloorandwipedherthenhiscoated

cock,heheavedasighofreliefthenhehopped

underthesheetsjoiningheraftertossingthedirty

shirtbackonthefloor.

"Youreadytotalknow?"Zamoaskedrestingher

headonhisbarechest

"Iloveyou"heblurtedout

"Iloveyoutoo"Zamoassuredhim

"It'sgoingtobealongroadbutIwantyoutoknow

thatIloveyouandIwilltrymybesttoconquerallof

this"Franksaid

"Youscaringme"Nomzamosaidsettinghergaze



onhim

"IhaveastringofthingsIneedtodowithMhlengi

andsomethingsIhavetodoalone,Iwillbegoing

onasevendayfast"Hesaid

"OK,Icangiveyouspaceforthat,that'sgood"

Zamosaid

"Thankyou,pleasecontinuetoprayformeandfor

Sbusi,themeetingaboutthebusinesswentwell

though.Wewillbeworkingonitsoonbutwehave

toburyFredandsomeritualsneedtobedone"

Frankadded

"OKthen,Iwilldoanythingforyoutobeyourhappy

selfagain",sheperkedhischestandfellonher

pillowtosleep

"Goodnight"Hesaidasheturnedhisbacktoface

thewall.

****

MhlengiandThuladoweretheonlyone'sinthe



parkinglotwhichwassomethingyourarelyseein

theDurbanshoresbutitwaslateatnightand

peoplewereathomewiththeirfamilies.Thulado

lookedatMhlengiwithseductiveeyesandsuddenly

shehadsillycrazythoughts,shefoundherself

sittingonMhlengi'slap.Hejustreclinedtheseat

thenhestartedsqueezingherbreasts,hewarned

Thuladothathewasarousedbyherstuntbutshe

bitherlowerlipfuelinghiseroticism,Mhlengi

grazedherlipshearingherheartbeatfasterand

faster,heheldhercloseassuringthathisgother.

Thuladowelcomedhimbypartingherlips,her

pvssymoistenedandhungryfortherod,their

tonguespulsatedineachothersmouthvault

sendingtantalizingsensationallovertheirbodies.

Itwasvagueonhowhiscocksprungoutbutitwas

indeepandThuladowasbouncingandgyratingon

itwhileshethrewherheadbackgivingMhlengia

perfectviewofherfullbreast,hiseyesshrunkand

hismouthwentdryfromthepleasurehegradually

coatedhislipswithsalivaasgroansescapedsoftly,

hemutteredunderhisbreathwhenThuladoswirled

herhips.Shewastakingoverhisbodyandhewas



lettingher,itwastoodamnnice,hewasdrooling

even.Thuladomoanedsosweetlyandthatalone

chargedMhlengitopushherbuttintohiscrotch

evenharder,hemetherrhythmhalfwaycausingthe

plungingtogoevendeeper,hegruntedin

enjoyment.Thewarmthofthosemeatywalls

coatedhiscocksoperfectly,hewantedtostayin

thereforever.

Thewindowswereengulfedfromthefogof

heightenedbreathsandthecarwasmovingfrom

theoutside,apolicepatrolvanhaltedtakinga

closerlookatthecar.Thetwopoliceofficers

steppedoutheadingtotheHyundaiix35.Thulado

screamedinsidehershriekingcouldbeheard

faintlybythemeninblueandMhlengigruntedin

hisdeepvoicethereafterthentherewassilence.

Theauthoritiesdecidedtothenknockonthe

window,ThuladohoppedoffMhlengiinlightening

speeddrippingsemenalloverhisthighandintothe

interiorofthecar,theknockingintensified.Mhlengi

threwhisshirtovertohersosgecanwearitquickly,



heopenthewindowstillshirtless.

"Hi"Mhlengisaidflashingthecopsasmile,his

voicewasstillraspyfromthatyummymarathon

"Whatsgoingonhere?"Thepolicemanasked

"Wegoinghome"Mhlengisaid

"Soyoutwoarehavingsexinpublic?Andthere'sa

strongofhotelsbehindyou.Doyouknowthatwhat

youaredoingisaseriousoffenseandIcancharge

youforit?"Thepolicemansaid

"Wearen'thavingsex"Mhlengisaid

"uThokolo?"Thepolicemansaidpointedathis

glisteningcockthattouchedhisnavel,Mhlengi

pretendedtobeshockedandcoveredwithhis

hands

"Oh"hesaid

"Pleasewearesorry,wewillgonow"Thuladosaid

spooked

"No!Wehaveproofandyoutwoareunderarrest"



thecopssaid,Thulado'stearswelleduphereyes.

Mhlengipulleduphispantsandunderwearfromhis

anklesthenhejumpedoutofthecarstilltopless,he

closedthecarandhadachatwiththecops.

Thuladokeptplayingwithherhandshighlystrung,

shecouldnotimaginebeingarrestedjustbecause

theycouldn'tcontrolthemselves.Shealways

wonderedhowcarsexwasbutnowitendedin

tearsfastandsheknewthiswasthefirstandlast

time.Shekeptonlookingatthedirectionofthetwo

copsandMhlengi.Thenitdawnedonher…Mhlengi

wasstillonprobationwhichmeansonemistake

andhewillbethrownbackinjailandshecouldn't

affordthat,justwhenshewasabouttostepout

Mhlengienteredthecarwithaworriedexpression

plasteredonhisface.

"And?"Thuladoaskedanxiously

"Weneedtogoandbidfarewelltothekidsandthen

reporttothestation…wegettingarrested"Mhlengi



said,ThuladowailedasMhlengipressedonthe

accelerator

"Whyareyoucrying?"Mhlengiaskedarchinghis

eyebrows

"Howcantheyarrestusforhavingsex?There'sbig

crimesoutthereandtheythinkthisisit?"Shesaid

inbetweenhersniffs

"Soyoudon'tthinkit'sworthit?Thatwasmind

blowing,Idon'tmindgoingtojailforthatsession"

Hechuckled

"Mxm!"youaresosilly.Thisisisseriousandyou

arebusyplayingjokeshawu"shescoffedhim

"HawuOK"Mhlengisaidsmilingfixinghiseyeson

theroad,thentherewassilence

"Aretheyreallygoingtoarrestus?"Thuladoasked

againstillbaffledandshocked

"Yeah!Theysaidyourmoansaretoosweettobe

heardinpublic"Mhlengisaid

"MykidsMhlengi"Thuladosaid

"I'mkidding"Helaughed,"Iwasstillhavingsomuch



funteasingyoubutyouhadtobringthekids"

Mhlengisaidlaughing

Thuladojumpedsmackhisshoulders,Mhlengi

swervedofftheroadbutquicklygainedcontrol

joiningtheroadagain,heglaredatThuladostill

wearingthatcoysmirk,Thuladoclickedhertongue

inannoyance.

"Youalmostgotuskilled"Mhlengisaid

"Nxa!That'sformytearsandenergyIwasted

crying"Thuladosaid

Mhlengiglancedonthefloorandnoticedthatthe

velvetringboxwasinsurface,hisfootleftthe

acceleratorandkickeditundertheseatbefore

shortycouldseeit.Hethenreturnedhisfootback

onthepedalandputmoregasasthecarwhooshed

away.



****

*Thenextmorning*

MhlengiaskedSfisotocomewithtofetchNana

justincaseshechoosestogocrazy,hedidn'thave

patienceforanywomanexceptforhisshortyhence

hewasneverinaseriousrelationshipbefore.He

justchowedpussyandmovedalong,hewouldtry

datingbutthenthegirlbecomestoattachedand

demanding,allthoseaspectswerebeyondhis

capacityhedidn'thavetimetobeloveydovey.He

wasaKrugerandneededtomakemoneyatall

costsandgirlswerealwaysasetback,untilhemet

shortysuddenlyhewantedtodoitall.Nana

moochedbyavoidingeyecontactwithSfiso,he

jumpedoutofthecartoopenthedoorforthelady,

hegreetedherbrieflybutitwasalltoawkwardeven

Mhlengicouldfeelthetension.

"Awwwhat'supNana!"Mhlengisaidchirpilytrying



todiffusetheatmosphere

"Sure..WhereamIgoing?"Nanaasked

"WedroppingSfisoatworkandIwantyoutocome

withmesomewhere"Mhlengisaid"shenodded

thanshelookedoutthewindow

TheydroppedSfisooff,hestaredatNanafora

minutebeforewalkingaway,Nanalookedaway

withglisteningeyes.Mhlengistartedthecarand

keptstealingglancesatNanasittingattheback.

"I'msorryforwhatmybrothersdidtoyou,butI

wantyoutoknowthattheywereropedintothat

lifestylebyevilandbeforetheyknewittheywerein

toodeep.RightnowI'mtakingyoutoaplacewhere

weweretoldwewouldfindFred'sbody,Frankwent

tothepolicestationandwewillmeetthere.We

thoughtyouhavearighttobethereforclosure,I

don'tknowifwearetakingittoofarorsteppingon

yourtoes?"Mhlengiposedthelastsentenceasa

questionbutNanadidn'tanswer,shejustletthe



tearstrickledownherfaceanditwasapainfulsight

tosee.

****

MhlengisloweddownontoRiversideroadjustpass

theuMngenibirdpark,hespottedNomzamo'scar

infrontoftwopolicevan,heindicatedandparked

behindthelineofcars,theyjumpedoffand

followedhetrailthatledthemdownthebank.He

feltachilldownhisspinesuddenlyitallfelteerie

andoverwhelming,thestenchofrothithisnostrils

astheydrewclosertowheretheteamwas.They

seemtoperplexedjudgingbytheirhandsrestedon

theirwaists,theyarguedthatsinceitsbeenyears

hisbodyshouldhavebeenfoundbecauseadead

bodyfloatsafteracoupleofdaysofdisposablein

thewaterbuttheboneswereallscatteredonthe

riverbed,everysingleoneofthem.Theteam

suspectedthatsomeonehadthisbody,they

mutilateditanddumpedwhatwasleftontheriver



sincehiscorpsewasneverrecovered.Fred'sdeath

wasamystery,thoughFrankkneweverythinghe

couldn'tjusttellthemaboutthePhantomthey

wouldthinkhiscrazyalsoallhewantedwashis

brother'sremainsohecanburythem.

ThepolicesaidtheywouldtakethebonesforDNA

firstbeforereleasingthemjusttomakesureitwas

FredlikeFrankhadinformed.Theforensicteam

crouchedonthebedandbeganscoopingthemout,

Nanastoodtherewatchingwithaheavyheart,she

couldn'tbelievehereyes.Thosebonesbelongedto

Fred,shethoughtshewasdoneandthatshe

detestedhimbutseeingallthosebonesevokeda

differentkindoffeeling,afeelingofunreality,she

wassadanddistraughted,shewasgrief-stricken.

Theauthoritiestookhisremainedandpromisedto

getbacktoFrankonceallthetestsaredone,they

wantedtofurtherinvestigatethismatterbutFrank

stompedalloverthosethoughts,hewantedtobury



histwinandmoveon.Senzokilledhimandheknew

wherehewasallalongandhewasgladthathe

finallygothisbonesatleast,Mhlengihuggedhim

tightassuringhimthathewashereforhim.Ontheir

waybacktothecarFrankhookedhisarmaround

Nana,hepulledherclosebecausehonestlyshe

wastheonlypersonwhoknewFredthatwayand

hecouldtellthatsomethinginherwasshifted.

"I'mgoingtolightupcandlesforhimathome,you

arewelcomedifyouwant"Franksaidsofly

"Iwillcome,thankyou"shesaidwipinghertears

NanahoppedinthefrontseatofThulado'scarand

Mhlengidroveoff,FrankjumpedintoZamo'scar

andhedroveoff.

©ZamaGambusheYenga,2021

-------



Thankyouforyourmessagesandyourpatience.Eli

iswellandrunningnow,eatingevensoI'mahappy

mumagain.
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Chapter73

TheforensicDNAlabranacoupleoftestsand

confirmedthatthepostmortemtestcameback

positive,ItwasindeedFred'sbonesfoundonthe

riverbed.Nomzamocleanedthehouseandshifted



somefurnituretomaketheloungelookspaciousin

thesparebedroomshearrangedamattressandlit

whitecandlesforFred.Franksatonalittlebench

justontheothersidestaringatthecandles,the

hypnotizingflamesthatkeptswayingfromsideto

side.Hefeltemptyalloveragain,hewishedFred

couldwalkupthedoorandsay"Igotyou,itwasa

prank"butinthedepthofhisheartheknewhis

wishfulthinkingwasfarfetched.Zamowalkedin

theroomwithatrayoffoodfollowedbySbusi,she

carriedherlittleteddywithnocareintheworld,

uponseeinghisfathersittingallalonesheranupto

himandjumpedhughim.Frankdrapedhisbig

armsaroundherlittlebodycarryingherup,she

giggledlookingatFrankamused.Zamowasina

longblackdressanddoekasaformofrespect,

therewasaknockonthedoorthereforeshequickly

rantoattendtoit.

Thegatewasopenjustincasepeoplethatknew

Fredwantedtopaytheirrespect.Atthedoorwas

Mhlengiandhisfamily,Zamowelcomedthemin.



TheuncleandMhlengisatintheloungebut

ThuladoandNanafollowedZamotothekitchen.

Thekidsfussedovereachothereagerly,theyknew

theywereafamilynow.

"Goandgetyourbrother"TheunclesaidtoMhlengi,

hecomplied.InafewminutesFrankfollowedafter

Mhlengiwithhisheadfacingdownhiswholebody

drooped.

"Sitdownson!"theuncleordered,"Weneedtohold

yourbrother'sfuneralatmyhouse,nothere.We

needtodothenecessaryritualstotointroducethe

bothofyoubeforeweburyhimbutitcan'tbedone

inthishouse"Theuncleadded

"Ididn'tthink…Ijust"Hepaused,"It'sfinewecando

that"Franksaid

"Iwillorganizeeverything,youjustrest"Mhlengi

said

"Thankyou"Franksaidsadly



NanawalkedinfollowedbyThulado,theyplaced

foodonthecoffeetablewhiletheunclescrutinized

them.Whentheylefthesmiledwigglinghis

eyebrows.

"Sothisbeautywasgoingtobeyourbrother'swife"

TheuncleaskedFrank

"Idon'tknowbuthelovedher"Heanswered

"Imustsayyouboysdidn'tdissapoint,theyareall

sobeautiful,theyarelikethemorningsunand

flowersbloominginspring"hegrinned,"andyou

Svinini!youarejustlikeyourfather,helovedthem

shortandverybeautiful.Bothyourmotherswere

gorgeousandpetite"theboyschuckled

"Thuladoisagem,Iseewhatyoumean

bab'omnance.Mymomwaslikeherappearance

wisebutevilandmanipulative"Franksaid

"MymomwasthecompleteoppositebutIguess

I'mlikeSagilaafterall,I'veneverreallynoticeduntil

youmentionedit"Mhlengisaid



Theystartedeatingwhilethegirlsinthekitchen

awkwardlycleanedupafterthemesstheymade

preparingfood.Nanafigureditwasnowornever.

"I'msorry!"Sheblurtedout,"I'msorryforallthe

nastythingsIsaidtoyouNomzamo,I'mashamed

thatIallowedmyemotionstakecontrolofme,at

thattimeitseemedappropriateandIfeltgood

burstingoutlikethatbuteverytimeIgotosleepI

woulddrenchmypillowswithtearsbecausedeep

downIknowI'monlyembarrassingandhurting

myself"shechuckledbitterlywipinghertears,"It

feelsbettertofindsomeonetoblameforthings

goingwronginyourlife,it'slikeadivergentbecause

everyoneelsewillfocusonthatpersonratherthan

yourownhandinyourdownfall.ThetruthisIlove

Fred,Ilovedthatmanmomatterhowtwistedour

arrangementwas,IthoughtIwasthereforthegood

lifebutIwaswrong…Ifellinlovewithhimand

whenhediedIwasbesidemyselfnowimagine

findingoutthatthemanwhoownsyourhearttook



awayyourfuture?I'mmixedemotionsrightnow,I

wanttocontinueandbeangrybutanotherpartof

mewantstotakethistimeandmournhim…formy

heartsake"shesaidgrievously

"Don'tapologizeforbeingangry,youhaveevery

right"Franksaidleaningonthewallofthekitchen

entrance,"Iknowheissomadatmefornottrying

hardenoughtosootheyoursoreheartbutI'mnota

strongperson,Iwassocaughtupinmytroubles

thatIneglectedyou.Iknowifhewasalivehewas

goingtomakeitrightNana,youaretheonethat

tamedhisheartafteraverylongtime.Hewasa

drunkinhislastdaysbecausehisloveforyouwas

overwhelmingandIknowhehadbigplansforthe

bothofyou,helovesyou"Frankheldherhandsin

themiddleofthekitchen."I'msorryaboutyour

wombIwishtherewasawaytoreversethatbut

thereisn'tbutIwantyoutoknowthatwedidn't

choosetobelikethis,ourmothertrickedusintothe

cultandbeforeweknewit,wewereintoodeep.I

knowforgivenessdoesn'thappenovernightbut

pleasefinditinyourhearttoforgiveus,toforgive



himoneday"hepulledherintohisembraceand

Nanawailed.

ThuladoandNomzamolefttheminthekitchento

givethemspace.ThiswastheirtimetomournFred,

theyaretheonlypeoplethatknewhimlikethissoit

wasintheirrights.

"I'msorryItookitoutallonyoubuthisdeadFrank,

Iwanttolookhiminthefaceandyellathimfor

hurtingmelikethis,Iwanttopunchhimonhis

chestandscreamforrobbingmeachanceto

mothermyownoffspringbuthisnothere"Nana

saidinbetweenhersniffs

"AndIhappentolookjustlikehimright?"Franksaid

chuckling

"Yes!Soit'seasyit'slikeI'mrainingonhim"She

smiled

"Fairenough!butyouaregoingtoneedtoforgive

yourself,it'saprocessbutinduetimeit's



beneficial...sit"Frankpulledachairforher,"I

figuredthatyoutookoneglanceatmeandyou

thoughtIwaslivingitupwhileyouweresuffering

butthehonesttruthisNo…I'mnotlivingitup,allof

thisisNomzamo'sdoingjustlikehowSfisohas

beendoingforyou.I'mnothingNana,Ihave

absolutelynothing.I'mtroubledandthatdemon

hadbeentormentingmeeversince,Iwouldpray

anditwilldissapearonlyforittoreturnagain.My

lifeisamessrightnow,justbecauseIdon'tactout

inpublicdoesn'tmeanIhavemyducksina

row…it'saprocessbutyourmistakeisthatyouare

pushingpeoplewhoaresupportingyouawayand

youneedthemNana.There'snothinglikeagood

supportsystem,Zamofishedmeoutofadumpin

thestreetsthat'swhereIdissapearedtooafterthe

explosionIlosteverything"Hesaidhonestly

"What??forfiveyears?"Nana'seyeswidened

"Yeahfivewholeyears,Iateoutofthe

dustbin…imagine.FrankSimmonsrummagingin

thetrashforfood,Ianticipatedmydeatheveryday

butitnevercameandnowIknowthatGodhasa



purposeformylife.IalsoknowHehasoneforyour

lifetoooryouwouldhavediedinthatfirebutyou

didn't,letgoofalltheangerit'sdoingnothingbut

delayyouinyourlife.Itwillfuelupuntilit

materializeintosomethingsinisterandyouwillfind

yourselfindarkestpitsofhell,Isawthatinmy

mother'slife.Shediedaproudwitchbutdestroyed

ourlivesintheprocess,pleasedon'truinlifelike

thatbabe…letgo"hesaidsqueezinghershoulder

****

AhealerdidaritualonthebankwhereFred'sbones

werefound,aftersprayingaliquidandchanting

incantationcallingonFred'sspirittocomehome

withthem,heorderedthathisspiritrestonaleafy

branchthathewillcarryallthewayhome,aftera

longdrivetotheoutskirtsofInandatheyarrived,

Fred'sboneswereinaboxbutoutsidethegate

coveredinablanketthehealersaidtheyshould

waitforthemtoreturnbeforebringinghimin,his



spiritandbonescannotbeseparated.Theladies

werehelpingtheuncleswomansetupfortheday

sinceitwasstilltheweehoursofthemorning,

Nanabeggedthatshesitsonthemattresseven

thoughshewasn'tmarriedtoFred.Shedidn'tcare

abouttraditionbutshediditasawaytoremember

thegoodtimestheyhadtogether.

Themorningsunshoneinfieryorangeitengulfed

theskylikeaflameoffire,anditmarkedtheday

thattheywillfinallyburyFred.Thetentwasupand

theneighborsflockedintheirnumberstohelp

prepare,Nanaremainedcoveredundertheblankets

onthemattress.Frankcametositnexttoher,he

heavedasighlookingattheboxsurroundedby

candles.

"Wedoingthis?"Hemutteredunderhisbreath

"Yeah"Nanasaid

"Itfeelssurreal,IthinknowIcanmakepeacewith

thefactthathisnevercomingback"Hesaid



"Andformetoo,butatleastyouhaveMhlengi,it's

likehisheretoreplacehim"Nanasaid

"Andthatscarestheshitoutofme,whatifIforget

abouthim"Frankasked

"Peoplediebutneverforgotten,Istillmissmydad

timetotimebutyoulearntolivewithoutthemand

thenyoumoveon.Theyarealwaysinyourmindbut

justafaintmemoryandthat'sgoodenoughbut

Fredwillalwaysbeapartofyou…Justlookinthe

mirror"Nana,said

"Thankyou"Franksaidgratefully

"Howdoesitfeel?"Sheasked

"What?"Franksaidarchinghiseyebrow

"Bringintroducedtoyourancestors?"Nanasaid

"IfeellikeIbelong,it'sindescribable"Franksaid

"Congrats!"Shesaid

"yeah,soyouwillingtobecursedbyancestorsfor

sittingonthemattressforsomeonewhodidn't

marryyou?"Frankaskedchuckling



"NooneunderstandswhatI'mgoingthrough,when

thetimecomesIwillslaughteragoatbutrightnow

Ineedthis…I'mbeingselfishonthisone,pluswe

weremarriedbyevilangithi?"Sheposedthelast

sentenceasaquestion

"Iguess"Franksaid,hegottohisfeetandleftthe

room.

****

Theboxwentdownatthebottomoftheyard,Fred

waslaidtorestnexttohisfatherandstepmother.

Theuncleaccumulatedthefamilyhousebeingthe

onlyoneofbloodstillalivesoeverythingfeltright,

MhlengidrapedhisarmaroundFrankboth

watchingtheirbrothergosixfeetunder.Nanasat

nexttothegravequietlyandforthefirsttimeina

whileshedidn'thavetearstoshedbutshefelt

serene,thetranquilitytookoverherandshefeltfree

butthethoughtofnothavingchildrenstillevokeda

pangofpaininherheart.



*RestinpeaceFred*
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Chapter74

Thuladowaseatingfromherlunchboxoutsidethe

gardensatwork,sheloveditinDurbanandwas

gladshetransferrednevermindthereasonsbutshe

wasthinkingofthattripshepromisedherfather.



Sheputherboxonthespacenexttoherandcalled

himbutNhlanhloansweredinstead.

"Heywenahhumusha!"Shesaidchirpily

"Heyaregood?Whereisdad?"Thuladoasked

"Hisgettingready,wegoingtocollecthispension"

Sheanswered

"OKImustsendhimsomemoney,Ihopeyouwill

hiresomeonetotakeyouinsteadoftaxi's"Thulado

probe

"Yesmam,that'swhatIhavebeendoing.Wehave

nochoiceamapharaabhokile(thieveswhotake

drugs)"Shesaid

"Good,I'mcomingthisweekend.Ihavebeencaught

upwithMhlengi'sfamilystuffbutI'mfreenow.Tell

himI'mbringingthechildren"Shesaid

"Ohgoodie,hehasbeencomplainingthatyou

promisedtocomeandnowyouquiet.Ican'twaitto

see,heehphelauMkhuzeniiswalkingoncrutches

now"Nhlanhlogigglednaughtily



"ArghIdon'tcareabouthimhonestly"Thuladosaid

"Idon'ttoobutthesatisfactionIgetwhenIseehim

hobblingwiththosecrutches,IsometimeswishI

couldyankthosethingsawayandthrowthemfar

thenorderhimtogoandgetthem"shechuckled

"AikeNonhlanhla!"Thuladogiggled

"Ihaven'tforgivenhimforwhathedid,Iwishhecan

getstruckbylightningnxa,theworldisallbetter

withoutpeoplelikehim"Nhlanhloadded

"Letitgosthandwaforyoursanity,heisnotworth

yourenergy"Thuladosaid

"Iloveyou"sheblurted

"Oh…I…Iloveyoutoo"Thuladoanswered,shethen

hangupquickly.

Shetookadeepbreathtryingtoprocesswhatjust

happened,itwasevidentthatNhlanhlowasthe

closesttoherfromallherothersiblingsbutitwas

weirdtohearthelovecomingfromhome,Iguess

shecaughtheroffguard.Whileshewaspondering



deeponthismomentsomeoneclearedhisthroat

floppingnexttoher.

"SoyougoingtositthereandeatmyfoodIfe?"

Thuladoasked

"YourbreadisgettingdrysoI'mdoingitafavor"he

repliedtakinganotherhugebite

"Where'syourfeasttoday?Idon'tunderstandwhy

yousocoldtowardsyourwifebecausethatgirl.

Thatgirllovesyou,wealwayssalivatingoverthe

mealsshepreparesforyourlunch"Thuladosaid

"Ijeomaisagoodcook,can'tyouseemybelle?"He

saidstrokinghislittlepotbelly

"Youdeeatwellwell"Thuladosaid

"ThisyourpidginEnglishisfineoo"hesaid

laughing

"Idetryna!"Thuladoreplied

"Itiswell,verygood"hepausedandbecame

serious."Idecidedtomendthingswithmywife,I

thoughtthegrasswasgreeneronthesidebutnah"



hesaiddroopinghisbody

"I'mglad!youmadeagoodchoice"Thuladosaid

beaming

"Ihaven'tseenyouinchurch,what'swrong?"He

asked

"Yohwehavebeenbusy,yourememberFrank?It

turnsouthismyMhlengi'sbrothersowehavebeen

goingbackandforthtryingtosortoutfamilythings

butsoonwewillresume"Thuladosaidheavinga

sigh

"YouneedtostopwhatyouaredoingThulado,I'm

sodissapointedinyou.Ireallythoughtyouwere

oneofthegoodone'sbutnowthatIknowthat

Frankandyourguyarebrothers…whatyouare

doingisnotcool"Ifesaidseriously

"Idon'tfollow?"Thuladosaid

"Isawthebothofyoukissingtheotherday,I

followedyouguys"Headded,Thuladofrozeher

tummyturnedasfeartookcontrol

"I-Idon'tknowwhatyouaretalkingabout"She



stooduptowalkaway

"YoucanpretendbutIhaveavideo"helied

"Ifeplease…youdon'tknowwhatisgoingon,

pleasejustleaveitOK…there'snothinggoingon

betweenFrankandI,whatyousawisa

misunderstanding"Thuladosaidpleadingly

"I'mnotstupid"Ifesaidstandingup

"Whatdoyouwant?"Thuladocuthimshort

"Anightwithyou…justonenight"hesaidgetting

close

"Youfuckingcrazy…I'mgoingtotellIjeomaabout

this"Thuladoscoffedhim

"Sheknows,Iconfessedeverythinggotoherand

youwillearnyourselfabeating"Ifesaidwitha

smirk

"Youdelusional!"Thuladosaidstormingawayfrom

ife

Ife'sheartstartedbeatingfast,hewasjusttakinga



chancebutifhecouldpullthisoffitwillbeadream

cometrueforhim.Alsoanopportunitytogloatat

thatMhlengiwillbeasatisfaction,itwasobvious

thatThuladodidn'twanthimhencewhyhedecided

topatchthingswithIjeomabutforhertorejecthim

straightforwardtomessaroundwithherbrother

inlawwasagamechanger,hewantedtohumilate

herthendropher.

****

Nhlanhloansweredherphoneexcitedly,itwas

Mhlengi.

"Heysbari"shesaideagerly

"Heyyou,I'mreckingmymindhere,hashereceived

ityet?"Mhlengiasked

"Yes!Relax,hewillanswertoyouIthinkhisjust

stallingonpurposeplusThuladoiscomingover

maybehewanttotalktoherfirst"Nhlanhlosaid



"OKbutwhatdoeshethinkofme?Imessedup

didn'tI?"Heaskedworryingly

"Relaxwillyou!Everythingisgoinggood,Iwillcall

youassoonasIknowwhathethinksbutrightnow

hehasn'tsaidanything"Shesaid

"OK...thankyou,youmustsendmeyourbanking

detailssoIcanbuyyousweets"Mhlengisaid

chuckling

"Youdon'thavetoaskmetwice"Shereplied,he

hungup.

Nhlanhlosentherbankinginformationandsmiled

walkingtowardsherfather'sroom.

****

Mhlengilaughedshakinghisheadstaringatthe

messagefromNhlanhlo,hesentsomemoneyto

herandturnedtolookatFrank.



"WhenareyoupayinglobolaforNomzamo?"He

asked

"Assoonaswegetthisshiprunning,Ihaveso

muchinmyheadandIthinkIneedtoslowdowna

bit"Frankanswered

"Ihearyou,IwanttoproposetoshortybutIwantto

bemakeitspecial"Mhlengisaid

"Girlsloveflashythings,buyheragiftandtakeher

toafancyrestaurantmakethemorganize

somethingforyou.Theycouldsliptheringinher

drinkorfood"hesaid

"Nahshortyisnotlikethat,Iwantsomethingthat

shewillneverforget"Mhlengisaid

"Youknowyourgirlsomethingwillcomeup,Ijust

cannotthinkofsuchrightnow"hesaidheavinga

sigh

"Letmegetyouhome,wewilltalkaboutthe

meetingwithNkosanatomorrow"Mhlengisaid

"CanwewaituntilIfinishthissevendayfast?Ifeel



likeI'mnotgivingmyallbecauseI'mnotatmy

best"hesaidhonestly

"Perfect!Iwillwaitonyouthen"

Mhlengistartedthecar,heswitchedontheradio

andFrankreclinedtheseatsohecanbe

comfortable.Frank'sphonestartedringingbut

whenhesawthecallerIDhejustletitringtill

voicemail.

****

Nanawaswearingalongblackdressandadoekon

herhead,shesaunteredacrosstheroadintothe

fieldwhereagroupofchildrenwereplaying.She

haltedlookingatthem,shesatontheconcrete

benchesandwatchedthemattentively,it'snotlike

shewasrushingsomewhere.Thekidsweretopless

andinshorts,itwasacoolafternoonandthesun

waspreppingtogotosleep.Thechildrenseparated



themselvesintoteamsandbegankickingtheball

butinthemiddleofthegameoneboyheldtheirold

andfadedballtrappingitinhisunderarms,Nana

wonderedifitwasn'tscratchyonhisskinbecause

clearlythatballhasseenbetterdays,theboywho

seemedbiggerthantherestheldtheotherone

aggressivelybyhisclothes.Nanarushedoverto

themandseparatedthem.

"Whatsgoingonhere?"sheasked

"Nothing!"thebiggerboysaidembarrassed

"Hewantedtohithim"theotheronesaid

"Whywouldyoudothat?Youareolderwhich

meansyoushouldprotecttheyoungerone's"Nana

said

"Iwanttodothatbuttheylikeprovokingme"he

saidlookingaway

"LetthisbethelasttimeIseeyouboysactingthis

way,there'sotherwaystosolveconflicts.Ifhesays

somethingyoudon'tlikethenyoumusttellanadult



butyoudon'thavearighttolayyourhandson

others"Nanasaidandtheboysnoddedtheirheads,

"Nowapologizetoeachother"sheadded

Shewatchedthemmutteringapologiestoeach

other.

"Sowhatareyouplaying?"sheaskedinquisitively

"Soccer"theonesaid

"CanIplay?"Nanablurtedout

"Aahauntyyouaretoooldandyouareagirl"the

bigboysaid

"Therewouldn'tbebanyanabanyanaifgirlsweren't

allowedtoplayandwhosaidI'mold?"shesaid

placingherhandsonherwaist

"OKthenyouwillbeourgoalkeeper"Theboyssaid

beaming

"Let'sdothis!"Nanasaidtyingaknotonherdress,

sheleftthehousetotakeastrolltoclearherhead



andnowshewasplayingsoccerwithchildren…

howgreat!

****

*Atnight*

Nomzamogaspedsittingonherbutt,shehashad

dreamsbeforebutthisonewasbizarre,she

dreamedofachildsmearingpooponthesideof

herface.Maybeshewaspregnantagainage

thoughtitwashighlypossiblewiththewaythey

werefvckinglikerabbits,shebrusheditoffand

headedtothebathroom.Whenshereturnedshe

passedbySbusisiwe'scrib,shewassleepingbut

herbreathingwasfunnyandZamonoticedshewas

sweating.

Shewipedherdryandreducedtheblanketsthen

madehersleeponhertummy,maybethesleeping



positionwasnotcomfortableforher.Shereturned

tobednexttoFrankwhowasfastasleep.
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Chapter75

Zamowasthefirsttowakeup,shecheckedon

Sbusifirstandsheseemedtobesleepingpeaceful

still.Shesmiledtouchingherlittlehand,shewas

growingimmenselyitwasasuchblessing.She



madeherwayintothebathroomtogetreadyfor

work,firstupsheurinatedthenshewashherhands

andbrushherteeth.Whenshetookaglanceonthe

mirrorshenoticedapatchofpimplesbreakingout

onthesideofherface,sheobservedcloselyand

herheartsunk.Ifthere'sonethingshedetestedit

wasskinirritation,shemadeamentalnotetotake

careofitaftersheshowers.

Shewasnowdressedstandinginfrontofamirror

andthepatchseemedtohavespreadedtotheother

partsofherfaceandtheylookedbiggerand

disgustingperhapsitsbecauseshehadpopped

themearlieron,thiswasseriouslybuggingher.

Frankwalkedinthebathroomwithhiseyeshalf

closed,heknewexactlywherethetoiletseatwas,

helifteditupandaimedattheholetourinate.

"Morningbabe"hesaidinhissleepyvoice

"Morning"Zamosaidlowly,whensheturnedaround

Frankjumpedstartled.



"Whatthehellhappenedtoyourface?"heasked

astounded

"Idon'tknow,Iwokeuplikethis"shesaidinthe

vergeoftears

"Whatthefuck!"hemuttered

Nomzamostormedout,shewantedtocallinsick

butitwasexamtimeandherchildrenreliedonher,

shegatheredherstuffandheadedtothekitchen.

FrankwasnowdrivingNomzamotoschool,hekept

onstealingglancesatherandherfacelooked

disgustingbutdidn'twanttostressherfurther.

"Whydon'tyoubookinwithadoctortogetthat

checkedout,youcouldbeallergictosomething"

Franksuggested

"Yeah!Iwasthinkingofthesamething,Iwillbook

induringmylunchbreak"Nomzamosaid



"OK!Don'tstressaboutit,it'sjustpimplestheywill

goaway"Frankassuredher,shejustnodded

lookingoutthewindow.

Theyarrivedattheschoolparkinglot,Frankcarried

allofNomzamo'smanybagsintoherclassroom

likehealwaysdointhemorning,hethenkissedher

brieflythenwishedheragreatdayahead.Onhis

wayhefoughttheedgetoreturnthosemissedcalls,

hewasseriousabouterasingThuladooffhismind,

hewantedtofocusonNomzamoandmakeherthe

happiestgirlonearth,hefoundatrailofatear

fallingonhisface.Nomzamowastrulyagodsend,

shewassounderstandingandaltruistic.Shehas

stoodbyhimonhislowestwherenogirlcouldhave

done,shekepthimwhenhehadnothingtohis

name,hewasblessed.

****

ThuladoboltedoutofthehospitalavoidingIfe,she



foundMhlengialreadyparkedoutside.ItwasFriday

andshewasdrivingtoMooiRiverwiththekids,it

wasablessingindisguisetobeawayfromallthis

chaosThuladothought.

"icherieyami!"Mhlengisaidleaningonthecar,he

greetedThuladowithadeepenedkiss

"Heybabe!"Thuladosaidsinkingdeepinhis

embrace,sheloveshim

"Let'sgogetthekids,everythingisready.Allyou

havetodoisfreshenupandgo"Mhlengisaid

"Thankyou,I'msuredadwillbehappy"Thulado

said

"Doyouloveme?"Mhlengiaskedheroutoftheblue

"IloveyousomuchMhlengi"hereyesglistened

"Iwanttospendtherestofmylifewithyoushorty"

Hesaidstaringintoherglossyeyes.

"Ihadimaginednootherway"sheanswered.

Mhlengiswallowedthenhenoddedhishead.



Heopenedthedoorforher,shehoppedthenhe

walkedovertothedriver'ssideandleftdustbehind.

****

Thehypeinthehousewasindescribable,thetwins

weresohappythattheywillgettoseetheir

grandfatherandtheirbelovedauntNhlanhlobut

mostlytheycouldn'twaittogoonabughuntinthe

thickets,Mkhuluhadnumerousfruittreesinthe

yardandavegetablepatch.Thuladotoldthemif

theywereluckytheycouldenjoysomemealiesand

peaches,theyfaceslitupitwasobviousthatlifein

theruralwaslikeanadventureifyoulivedinthe

city.Thetranquilitywaspurebliss,Mhlengijustsat

onthecouchstaringathislittlefamily,verysoon

theywillbetakingtripstogethernotthesedribsand

drabsbuthethoughtitwouldbedisrespectfulto

justshowupatThulado'shomesteadasababy

daddy.Hewantedtodothingsright.



"I'mgoingtovisitmalumeandperhapsspendsome

timewithMusauntilyouguysreturn"Mhlengisaid

toThulado

"backtotakingtaxi'sagainhuh?"shesaidchuckling

"Idon'thaveacarsoIcan'tcomplain"Hereplied

withasmirk

"Howaboutwebuyyouacarforyou?"Thulado

suggested

"Don'tworryaboutme,youhavebeencoveringmy

shameforfartoolong,it'smyturnnow"Mhlengi

said

"Ifyouinsist,I'mgoingtomissyou"shesaid

pouting

"It'sjustaweekend,goandspendtimewithyour

family"Mhlengisaid

Theyroundedoffthekidsthenloadedthecar,

Mhlengialreadycheckedthewater,oilandtyres,

everythingwasperfect.Thuladohootedasshe



droveouttheEstate.

****

Frankwaslockedupintheroom,hejuststartedhis

sevendayfasthewasindeepprayeranddevotion,

heswitchedoffhisphoneandscreenedoutthe

worldjusttobeonewithGod.Whilehewastrying

togetsomesleepheheardafaintknock,he

groanedgettingoutofbed,allhewantswassilence

andpeacebutSbusiwasstillinhousewithher

nanny.Hewenttoopenthedoorandwasmetbya

distraughtguardian.

"Sir!SomethingiswrongwithSbusisiwe,it'sbeen

daysnow"sheturnedaroundtoshowhimthe

sweatychildonherback."Everydaynowwearelike

this,shedoesn'twanttoplaysoIworkwithheron

myback.Thisstartedafterthedayshewokeup

screamingbutwhenIcheckedonhersheseemed

finejustawkwardlyclingyandthisisunlikeher"



Thenannysaid

"Doyouthinksheisill?"Frankaskedworried,

"Bringhertome"hesaidobservingher.

Sheopenedhereyestoseewhowascarryingher

whenshesawherfathershesmiledfaintlyand

resumedhersleeping.FrankcalledNomzamoand

luckilysheanswered,hewasjusttryinghisluck.

"Hey"shesaidinalowvoice

"Howareyoufeeling?"Heasked

"Youmustseemyfaceandyou?Ithoughtyou

switchingoffyourphone!"Sheasked

"It'sanemergency,it'sSbusisiwesheissweating

andverylethargic,thenannysaidshethinks

somethingiswrongwithherbecausesheisacting

outofcharacter"Franksaid

"YouknowlastnightshewassweatingtooandI

thoughtmaybeIgavehertoomuchblankets,she

wasevenbreathingfunny.I'mgoingtocallThulado



she'saregisterednurse,maybeshecanhelp"Zamo

said

"Okay,letmeknow.Maybeweshouldtakeherinfor

acheckup"Frankadded

"Definitely!Letmegetbacktowork.Letmeknowif

itworsen"Zamosaid

"OK…Iloveyou"Franksaid

"Iloveyoumore"shehungup

Frankwentonhiskneesandprayed,whenhewas

donehefellasleepwithSbusinexttohim.

****

*MooiRiver*

NhlanhloululatedasThuladodroveintotheyard,

Thuladogiggledshakingherhead,itwasalready



darkandthechildrenwerefastasleep.Theywent

fromsortingcarsincolorstocountinganimalsand

allsortsofgamestheycouldplaytomaketheirtrip

seemshorter.Whentheywereallcalmandhush

Thuladoplayedsomesoftmusicandthatsentthem

straightintoaslumber.

"Icleanedyourroomsisi,everythingisready…

welcome!"Nhlanhlosaidecstatically

"AahwhatwouldIbewithoutyou"Thuladosaid

genuinely

Slowlytheothersgatheredintheyardtosee

Thulado,somerestedtheirhandsontheirhips

scrutinizingtheshortgirlfromheadtotoelooking

forthelittliestfaultbutsadlytheyfoundnone,

Thuladowastoohappytobesimmereddown.

Nombusoappearedwalkingwiththeirfather,she

laughedsarcastically.



"AwumfazikaMkhuzeni"shesaidloudenoughto

earnherselfaglarefromNhlanhlo(awwMkhuzeni's

wifehasarrived)

"ungazosbhedelalawena,uMkhuzeniakanamfazi

layikhaya!"Nhlanhlosaidscoffingher(don'ttalk

nonsenseMkhuzenidoesnothaveawifeinthis

yard)

"I'mjustkidding!loosenup,wherearemykids?"

Nombusoasked

"Theyaresleepingattheback,hellobaba!"Thulado

said

"Mydaughteryouarewelcomed"MrMdletshe

replied

Theyallfollowedeachothertothemainhouse,

NombusoandNhlanhlocarriedeachofthetwins

andThuladocradledNtobekowhowasalreadyup

frontalltheruckus.
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Chapter76

*SPONSOREDbyAmandaJamesMyo*

*Durban*

IntheweehoursofthethemorningNomzamo

wokeupfeelingratherunsettled,herfacewas

coveredwithhideouspimplesthatwere

unexplainable,shewasyettogettothebottomofit



butthateeriefeelingshecouldn'tshakeoff

lingeried.ShewenttocheckonherSbusisiwebut

whatshefoundinhercribcouldn'thaveprepared

her.Sbusisiwe'seyeswereopenedbutshewasn't

blinking,shetouchedhertogetsomesortof

reactionbutnothing,itseemedlikeshewaslooking

atsomethingonlyshecouldsee.Nomzamo

becamehystericalshakingSbusitosnapoutofitto

noavail,Frankwokeupintheprocessandrushed

overtothem.

"SomethingiswrongwithmybabyFrank"

Nomzamoscreamedfrantically,"Wakeherup,look

atmybabyFrank"shecried

Frank'seyeswidened,hepanickedinstantly.

"Weneedtopray,putheronthebed.I'msorry

Nomzamothisisallmyfault…pleaseforgiveme"

Franksaidwipinghistearsthatblindedhisvision.



"Whatdidyoudo?Frankwhatdidyoudotomy

baby?"sheshriekedpainfully

"I-Idon'tknowbutIjustknowthisismyfault"he

touchedherallovernotknowingwhattodo."Oh

Godmybaby…Sbusisiwe!Sbusiit'sdaddycanyou

hearme?"Frankcalledoutbutnothing,"Mybaby"

hecried

TheystartedprayingoverSbusisiwebutthepainin

theirheartwastoheavytheyfoundthemselves

cryingmorethanprayingandSbusisiwe'seyes

werestillwideopenandnotblinkingitwaslikeshe

wasfrozen,likeastatue.Frank'sphonerangfrom

thepedestalherushedtoitandsawanumberthat

wasn'tsaved,heansweredangrily.

"What?"Hesaid

"SendNtsikayourlocation….Now!It'sNandi"The

ladysaid



Frankhungupanddidashewastold,hethen

calledMhlengitheonlyfamilyhehas.Hewas

besidehimself,heneverthoughthewouldcryso

helplesslyinfrontofNomzamobutthe

circumstanceswasbeyond.Hescratchedhishead

pacingupanddownwaitingforMhlengitopickup.

"Fuze!"Mhlengisaidchilled.

"Mhlengimybaby,she'snotmovinghereyesare

openlikeI'msoscared…Idon'tknowwhattodo,I

can'tevenpray…pleasehelpme"hesaidhisvoice

breaking

"I'monmyway,hangintheMapholoba!"Mhlengi

saidhangingup

****

Mhlengiwasthefirsttoarrivehewasequally

worriedabouthisniece,thenshortlyafterhim

parkedthreeMercedeshaltedbehindeachotheron



theroadside.NandiandNtsikaboltedintotheyard

followedbyNkosazane,NkanyeziandNkosanaand

Masabatha.Theyenteredthehouseasiftheyknew

exactlywhatwasgoingon.

"Lightupawhitecandleandputacomfortable

blanketonthefloor,she'sokay"Nandisaidlooking

atFrankandNomzamo"She'sokayIpromideyou

butshesawthemonsterwithherinnocenteyesand

that'swhysheislikethis,thisspirithasbeen

hoveringoverherforlongnow.Hislookingforways

tohurtyoubutthischildisprotected"Nandi

assuredthem

"Thenwhyisshelikethis?Lookather!"Nomzamo

screamed

"LikeIsaidshesawthePhantomwithherinnocent

eyes,itwastoomuchforherbuthecouldn'ttouch

her.It'sjustthathispresencehavebeenwearing

herdownandmakingherscaredbutsheisfine.

Lightupacandleandweshallallpray,ifyoucan't

praythenIsuggestyouleavetheroomandwait



outsidebecauseanythingcanhappen"shepaused

lookingatZamo,"Yourface!Iseeawomanwith

yourpicture,shehasdonethingstoit.Thiswoman

iscryingandhertearsarefallingonyourpicture,

shewantsyoutosufferjustlikeshehassuffered.

Youwillneedtofindahealertoclearyourface

don'tevenwasteyourenergytogotoadoctor"She

added

"Whowoulddosuchathingtomebakithi?"

Nomzamoplacedherhandsonherhead

"Idon'tknowher,allofthesethingsaredistracting

thebothofyou,youaren'tasprayerfullikebefore,a

gapwasopened"shesaidtendingtoSbusi.

Nomzamosliddownthewalldefeatedshelanded

withherbuttonthefloor,itwasalltoomuchtotake

in.Frankwaitedeagerlytofollowinstructionsledby

Nandi,theyplacedSbusisiweontheflooranda

candlenexttoherandtheystartedpraying.Mhlengi

andtheotherguyswaitedintheloungethey

couldn'tbedeepinprayerliketheirpartnersbut



theyprayedsilentlyintheirhearts.Frankwasone

roaringinprayerwiththeladies,Nomzamojoinedin

aswell.

****

*MooiRiver*

LubanziandLuminjaloweregearedupintheir

bootsleggingsandjerseys,theyhadtheirplastic

magnifyingglassandclearcontainers,allthetools

youwouldneedwhenyougoonabughunt.

"Didyouevenfinishedyourporridge?"Thulado

asked

"Yestheydid,Imadesureofit"Nombusosaid

appearingbehindthem

"Oh!IthoughttheywerewithNhlanhlointhe

kitchen"Thuladosaidreluctantly



"Yeahshewastherebutumam'ncanesummoned

hersoIstayedwiththem"Shesaid

"OhOKthankyou"Thuladosaid

"Mummycanwegonow?"Thegirlsasked

impatiently

"Yeahsure…don'tleavetheyard"Thuladowarned

"Yesmummy"theysaidinunisonthentheyranoff

"YouareraisingsnobsItellyou,Sazesafaisingisi"

Nombusocomplained(wearedyingofEnglish)

"TheyknowhowtospeakIsiZulubuttheyareused

ofEnglishbecausethat'showtheyspeakatschool

andtheyspendmostoftheirtimethereanyway,

andrememberweusedtolivewithSharonsoI

cannotavoiditaltogether"Thuladosaidinher

defense

"Nooffensebuttheymustbeabletodistinguish

whentospeakandwhennottoo,theycousinsdon't

understandthemmostofthetimeandit'snotnice"

Nombusoadded

"OK!Iwillremindthem"Thuladoreplied



"Ihopeso,anywaydadisaskingforyouatthetop"

Shefinallysaidandwalkedaway.

Thuladostuckhertongueandraisedherclaws

behindherback,itwasalwayssomethingwith

Nombuso,she'sneversatisfied.Sheclosedthe

doorquicklyrememberingthatNtobekoshouldbe

bythekitchen,sheranupthelittlehill.Whenshe

madeittothetopshecaughtaglimpseofhimin

hisbluedinosauronsiesittingonherfather'slap,

shesmiledheavingasighofrelief.Shegrabbeda

chairandsatnexttoherdad,themorningsun

shonebeautifullyrejuvenatingtheirskin.

"Baba!Youcalledforme?"Thuladosaid,Ntobeko

climbeddownhisgrandpaandwalkedovertohis

mother

"Yes!Thechildrenhavegrownyouaredoingagood

job"hesaidhonestly

"Thankyou"Sheblushedsmiling



"Howarethingsbetweenyouandtheirfather?"He

asked

"Theyaregood,reallygood.I'mhappyhishome

withusnow,itmakeseverythingeasier"she

answered

"Good!Doyouseeyourselfspendingtherestof

yourlifewithhim?"Heasked

"Idon'tseemylifewithanyoneelsebuthimbaba"

Shereplied

"Iwantyoutoknowthatjustbecauseyouhave

threechildrenwithhimandthathewasyourfirst

doesn'tmeanthere'snothingbetteroutthere.Iwant

youtobehappyineverysinglewayThuladu

mntwanawami,bewithamanarealman.Yousaw

firsthandhowthatboyMkhuzenidecievedyou,

somepeoplewillhidetheirtruecolorsthroughout

andonlymanifestonceyouintoodeep.Itrustthat

youknowlomfanawakwaNgcobo,heseems

genuinebutafterwhatMkhuzenidid,Icannotbe

toocareful.Idon'tlikethefactthathewasarrested

andleftyoualonewithkidsbuthehasredeemed



himselfandisshowingintegrityandIrespecthim

forthat.Doyoulovehim?"heasked

"Ido"sheresponded

"Doeshehityou?Isheacheater?Isheindebts?"

hefloodedherwithquestions

"No!No!andNo"Thuladochuckled

"OKKuhleke"hesaidlookingaway

Thuladosattherequietlywaitingformorebutit

seemedliketheoldmanwasdone,Ntobekostarted

playingwiththesandandThuladocalledhimoff.

"Lethimbe,hewillgrowstrongandhealthy.

Childrenneedtoplayandgetdirty,it'spartof

growingup"hesaid,Thuladocringedbutletitslide.

****



*Durban*

FrankandNomzamosatinsilenceintheirroom,

Sbusisiwewasbacktonormal,shewasstillshaken

butatleastshewaseatingandplayingasusual.

"So?Areyougoingtogotothehealer?"Frankasked

"I'maChristianFrank,I'mnotabouttogointo

shrines.Iwillprayandthisthingwillwearoff"She

saidangrily

"TheQueensaidthemanisnotasangomabut

knowledgeablewithherbs"Frankinformed

"TheQueenthis,theQueenthat…imtiredOk,likeim

drainedbyallofthis.IfitsnotthePhantomitswork,

nowthisandawitchwhenwillIcatchabreak?Im

tiredFrank"shesaidhonestly

"I'msorry!"Franksaidgettingoutofbed

"Sorry?Youshouldbesorrythisisallyourfault,

Godknowsineverwantedtosaythisbutitsthe

truth.ThisisallbecauseofyouandI'mstartingto



thinkit'soneofyourwomanwhodidthistome,

onceacheateralwaysacheaterright?"Shesaid

gettingonherfeet

"Zamothatsnotfair"Franksaidwithglisteningeyes

"What'snotfairFrank,lookatmyfaceandmychild

almostdiedbecauseofyourthingsandyouwantto

talkaboutfairness?"Nomzamoshoutedwithtears

streamingdownherface

"DoyouhonestlythinkI'menjoyingallofthishuh?I

canseewhatyoutryingtodo,iwillnotshiftmy

focusontheLord,youknowimfastingandyouare

tryingtodistractme…getbehindtheesatannot

today!"Frankspatback

"Youcallingmesatan?Youarethebiggestsatan,

youcameintomylifeandruinedit.Frombackthen

iwasinawheelchairandlookatmenow"

Nomzamoroared

"DidiputagunonyourheadNomzamo?Didiforce

youtobewithme?Ibeggedyoutoletmebebut

yourinsisted,youdraggedmeoutofthestreetafter

Ipleadedforyoutoleaveme…iknewIwasacurse



andnowyoutalkinglikethis?Wow"hesaidsitting

onthecoldfloor,hisfacewasredandhiseyes

puffed

"Iknow"Shesaidsoftly,"I-IloveyouthatmuchI

guessI'mjusttryingtofindsomeonetoblame…I'm

sorry"shesaidregrettably

"I'mgoingtomybrother'splace,callmeifyouneed

anything"Franksaidgettingup

"I'msorry…pleasedontgo"Nomzamopleaded

"Ijustneedtoclearmyhead"heputonhisclothes

andshoesthenheleft.

©ZamaGambusheYenga,2021
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Chapter77

*Durban*

TheUberhaltedoutsidetheEstate.Frankdialed

Mhlengiwalkinguptothegate,thesecurity

recognizedhimimmediatelyandopenedforhim.

"Areyouhome?,imoutside"Franksaidtothephone

"Comethrough,I'mhome"Mhlengireplied

Frankgreetedthesecurityandproceededinside,

Mhlengiwasalreadywaitingforhimbythedoor.

"Comeinside!"Hefollowedhimintothelounge.



Hespottedaplateanditwasloadedwith

scrumptiousfoodhismouthwatered,thejuicy

piecesofchopsandworswilldogoodforhimright

nowbuthewasfasting.

"Youwantsome?"Mhlengioffered

"Youknowwhat?Darnit,Ihavealreadyruinedmy

fasttoday,ijusthadafightwithNomzamo"hesaid

grabbingapieceofmeat

"Letmegoandgetmorerolls,Thuladoandthe

childrenaregonetoMooiRiverandI'mnotinthe

moodtocook"hechuckled

"Whycookwhenyoucangrillandfrymeatbro?It

doesn'tmakesense,thisishowamanshouldeat…

lotsandlotsofmeat"Franksaid

"Withphuthuandsaladright?"Mhlengiscreamed

fromthekitchen

"Youknowididn'tgrowuplikethatbutI'mloving

thewayNomzamocooks,theheartymealsiswhatI



lookforwardtoo"Frankscreamedback

Mhlengireturnedwithmorerollsinabowlandan

extraglassforcooldrink.

"Sowhatbringsyouhere?Notthatimindbutyou

didn'tevenalertme"Mhlengiaskedconcerned

"Ihadnowhereelsetogo,myheadisalloverthe

placebutNomzamosaidthingsthatgotme

thinking"Frankpausedsohecouldchewonhis

food

"Soareyousleepingover?"Mhlengiasked.

"Yeah!Ifthatsok?"Frankasked

"Yeahthatsgood,Iwillpreparethegirlsroomfor

you"Mhlengireplied

"No!Notmyniecesroom,thisbadspiritisroaming

around,idon'twantittodisturbtheirpeacelikeit

didwithSbusi.Iwillsleeponthecouch"Frank

reasoned



"Ok!"Mhlengisaid

AftertheyhavecleanedtheplatesMhlengicleared

thecoffeetabletakingallthedirtydishestothe

kitchen.Frankfollowedhimshortlytowashhis

hands,aftertheyweresatisfiedtheyreturnedtothe

couch.

"I'mlistening"Mhlengiprobed

"Youknowthatsayingthatgoeslike*payclose

attentiontosomeonewhoisangrybecausethats

whenthetruthcomesout,whensomeonesays

somethinginangertheyhavebeendyingtotellyou

that"*Franksaid,"Nomzamosaidthingstodayand

I'mguilty,iguessithurtscomingfromhermouth

butit'sthetruthandnowthatiknowhowshefeels,

idon'twanttobotherheranymore"Frankadded

"Onefightandyouwanttogiveup?Idon't

understandbro"Mhlengisaidastounded

"Youdon'tunderstandbro,thisisdeep.Nomzamo



finallyadmittedthatiruinedherlifeandthat

everythingismyfault.Icouldseeitinhereyes,she

regretsbeingwithme"Franksaiddryinghiseyes

"I'msorrybutjustdon'tgiveuponher,she'shuman

tooandshe'sprobablyhurtingandexhaustedits

justamistake,shewillsitandthinkandrealizeher

fault"Mhlengisaid

"Ijustwanttogiveherachancetobehappyand

withoutmytroubles.Ineedaplacetostay"Frank

said,"Thisthingofusbeingkeptbyourwomen

muststop"headdedlightlychuckling

"Iknowright!Wewillfixit"Mhlengisaid,"Iwonder

whatSagilathinksofusrightnow"Mhlengiadded

"Wefuckenpatheticman"Franksaid

"Aynotme…I'mtoocooltobepathetic,imayhave

failedinsomethingsbutI'mnotpathetic…haveyou

everseenapatheticpersonlookinglikeme?"he

askedjokingly

"I'mlookingathim"Franksaid

"Fusegmasendakho!"(yourprivates)



"Howcanyouswearapersonwhoisfasting?"

Frankasked

"Afterfinishingmymeatyourememberedyou

fasting"heaskedbutFranklaughed

"Mxm,soareyougoingtohelpme?"Frankchanged

thetopic

"Definitelybutononecondition!Neverneglectyour

childbro,justbecauseyouandNomzamoaregoing

througharoughpatchdoesn'tmeanthatSbusisiwe

shouldsuffer.Itrustyourjudgmentasagrownman

asfarasNomzamoisconcernedbutinthelittle

timeIhaveknownhericantellthatsheisagood

womanandthoseareraretofind.Don'tgivehertoo

muchtimebro"Mhlengiemphasized

"Yeah!"Franksighed

"SoI'mthinkingyoubuyahouse!Somethingchild

friendlyandinasafeneighborhood.Inmyspare

timeihavebeenlookingandisawsomenice

housesinwestvilleandDurbanNorth"Mhlengisaid

"LetslookinDurbanNorthbecauseit'scloserto

whereourofficeswillbe"Franksuggested



"Okthen"herepliedswitchingtheTVon

****

Nanaglancedatthephotographoncemore,her

hesrtclenchedsheclosedthedrawersittingonher

bed,sheshookthelittlebottleshewasgivenbythe

herbalistbeforepouringadropinhertea.She

snuggledonherbeddrinkingherhotbeverage,

everythingwasfallingintoplace.Herjourneytoher

healingwasinprocess,shewaslookingforwardto

thesessionwiththeshrinktomorrowandthefact

thatSfisoofferedtodrivehertherewasacherryon

top.Itwasgoingtobefoolishofhertoloseagood

manoversomeonewhoisdeadandgone,sheput

onherBluetoothspeakerandplayedmusicfrom

herphone.Sheslidunderherblanketsandwaited

forsleeptocome.

****



*Thenextmorning*

Nomzamowasbawlinghereyesoutinfrontofthe

mirror,shecouldn'tbelievethatshewaslookingat

herface,thepimplescoveredeveryinchofher

beautyandithurtsobad.Asifthiswasn'tworse

butFrankdidn'treturnhomelastnight,shethought

itwasjustgoingtobeawalkatthebeachbutnow

this.Youknowthatmomentitdawnsonyouthat

youmessedup,shewasdoingsowellinregulating

herstressesaboutFrankbutnowsheblewupand

hurthimwithherwords.

Yesit'struethatdeepdownshefeelslikeFrank

broughtallthesethingsintoherlifebutlovecovers

amultitudeofbadright?Andthatsit!Herlovefor

himisenoughtowalkthroughhellwithhimbut

whatcanshedonow?WordsareoutandFrankis

gone,shewipedhertearsandcontinuedapplying

lotiononherbody.UsuallyFrankwouldwakeup



aroundthistime,hewouldsaunterintothe

bathroomwithhiseyeshalfcloseduntilhearrives

infrontofthetoiletseat,hewouldliftitupandaim

thiswashisroutineeverymorningwithoutfail…

Nomzamofeltthevoidimmediately,nowshehasto

driveherselftoworkandcarryherheavybags.

Shewasreadytoleavesoshehuggedandkissed

Sbusisiwe,thenannypromisedtocallhershould

somethinghappentothebaby.Sheenteredthecar

anddroveouttheyard,sheconnectedherphoneto

theBluetoothanddialedFrank.

"Hey"hesaidinasleepyvoice

"Oneargumentandyougonehuh?"shesaidsadly

"Nomzamo!"heutteredinawhisper

"NoFrankanswerme!I'malwayshereforyoubuti

burstoutonceandyoudon'tcomebackhome!"she

saidthroughgrittedteeth

"Babe!Iloveyouokaybutweneedtimeapart"



Franksaidreluctantly

"No!No!No!Idon'tneedyourfuckingtimeapart,i

needyourassbackhome.Youcan'tleaveusata

timelikethis,weneedyou"shesaid

"Thethingsyousaidlastnightweretrue,iknowyou

verywell.Ittookalotforyoutoevenutterthose

wordsandI'mgladyoudidbecausenowicando

thingsright.IstillloveyoubutI'mnotcomingback

toyourhouse.Ineedtimeoffsoicanfocuson

thesethingsthatarefollowingmeandifyoustill

wantmethereafterwewilltakeoffwhereweleft

butiwillnotreturntoyourhouseagain"hesaid

sternly

"FrankI'msorry"shecriedout

"Iknow…dontstress.IwillstillmaketimeforSbusi,

I'mjustacallaway"hehungup

Nomzamo'stearswelledupinhereyesblindingher

vision,shepulleduponthesideoftheroadand

cried.



****

Nanafeltpositiveabouthersessiontoday,she

woremakeupandhershortweavejusttoboostup

herconfidence.SheglancedatthetimeandSfiso

wastoarriveanyminute,shegrabbedherbagand

rusheduptowaitbytheroadunfortunatelythere

wasnopaththatledtoherhouseforacar,shehad

towalkashortdistancebutyoucouldstillseeher

housefromtheroad.Shetappedherbootonthetar

waitingforherman,orwasitstill?Shedidn'tknow.

Sfisoparkedinfrontofherandsherushedtoget

insideitwasalittlechilly,thegentlemangreeted

herbriefly.

"Soyoudoingthis?"Sfisoaskedstartingthecar

"Imissthedaysyouwouldsay-WE"Nanasaidbut

Sfisosnortedlookingoutthewindow,"I'msorryfor



whatidid,thewayIacted.Ihadenoughtimeto

reflectandbabeyoudidn'tdeservethewayitreated

you.Pleaseforgiveme"shesaidsincerely

"Ilongforgave"Sfisosaidkeepinghiseyesonthe

road,Nana'slipscurvedintoasmilestaringathim,

hechuckledblushing

Thedrivebecamesilentthereafter,Sfisohalted

outsidethecenterheunbuckledhisseatbeltsohe

couldturnandlookatNana.

"I'mreallyproudthatyouaredoingthis,it'sgoingto

begoodforyou"heheldherhandandleaned

forwardtokissher,itwasdeepandemotionalwhen

hepulledouthetouchedherface."I'mleavingfor

Joburg"Hesaidsittingbackonhisseat

"Ohok…whenareyoucomingback?"Nanaasked

herheartstillbeatingfastfromthatmagicalkiss

"I'mnotcomingback,thisisgoodbye"Sfisosaid

"Idon'tunderstand!Yourkids…me"Nanasaid



frantically

"Itookthatjobitoldyouabout,thepayisbetterand

moreexperienceforme.Mykidswillalwaysbemy

kids,iwillcomedowntovisitandtheycancomeup

itsjusthoursapart"Hesaid

"Me?Whataboutme?"Nanaasked

"Yougoingtobelateandiwishyounothingbutthe

bestforyourfuture"hesaidunlockingthecar

"Soyoubreakingupwithme?"sheaskedwitha

pleadingtone

"Nana!"HesaidbutNanasnapthedooropenand

shutitvigorously,Sfisowatchedherstormaway.

Heignitedhiscarandpressedonthegas.

©ZamaGambusheYenga,2021
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Sorryfortheinconsistency,I'mextremelybusy,my



daysareveryunpredictableandit'sstressfulbutI'm

aliveandwell.
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Chapter78

*Durban*

Nomzamohadagloomydayatschoolandcouldn't



behappiertoknockoffsoshecouldlockherselfin

theroomwithsomechocolatecakeandperiperi

wings,hernumberonecomfortfood.Onherway

homeshestoppedatwooliesandgotacakeanda

fewthingsforthehouse,sheenduredthestares

sherecievedfrompeopleitmustbebecauseofher

face.WhenshewasfinishedshecalledRoco

mama'sforanordertocollectbythetimeshe

windsdownthetraffic,herfoodwillbeready,the

sunwassmilingdownfrompartsoftheskygetting

readytoset.Itwasbeautifultowatch,Nomzamo

envieditswarmthandtheenergyitsharedwith

everyone,itwasn'tinlinedwithhowshefeltinside.

Shecouldfeelherheartbreakingfurtherjustby

thinkingofit,tearsstreameddownherface.

ShewassurethatFrankwastheonebutafterthat

callinthemorningsheknewhewasjustbeingnice

andthattheywereover,justbywordsshecould

havearrangedbetterorjustavoidaltogether,

now…nowshelosttheloveofherlifeandherface

wasdamagedandherself-esteemoutthewindow.



Frankwassupposedtorevivehisbusiness,marry

herandtheywouldmakemorechildrenandlive

happilyeverafterbutwhy?Whycouldn'thegetover

itandforgiveher.Likesheanticipatedbythetime

shearrivedattherestaurantherfoodwasjust

dispatched,itwassteaminghotyoucouldfeelit

fromtouchingthebrownpaperbag.Nomzamopaid

andleft,whenshearrivedathome,thenannywas

alreadydressedtoleaveandSbusisiwewassitting

onherfluffycarpetwatchingthetv,shehadalittle

containerinfrontofherwithchipsandbiscuit.

"Heyma!"Nomzamosaidtothenanny

"HelloZamo,howwasyouyourday?"sheasked

"Itwasokay,wheredidshegetthechipsand

biscuits"Zamoasked

"MnumzaneFrankwasherewithhisbrother,he

spenttimewithherandheleftwithhisclothes"The

nannysaidarchinghereyebrow

"Oh!Maiboughtyousomething,pleasewaitforme

inthecar"shesaidhandingherabrownbag.



Nomzamodissapearedintotheroomtochangeinto

comfortableclothes,shecouldjustfeelthe

emptinessadifferentkindofairhoveredaround

anditmadehercrysobad.Afterthewaterworks

shewashedherhideousfaceandlefttheroom,she

pickedupSbusionherwayoutandshestarted

cryingbecauseshewaswatchingherfavorite

FancyNancyshow.

"No…TVmummy"shecried

"Wewillcomebacknow,weneedtodropoffgogo"

Zamosaid

SbusicriedsilentlyasNomzamobuckledheratthe

back,thenannyconsoledher.Nomzamostarted

thecaranddroveout

"Wheredidyougetischithofrom?"thenanny

blurtedout



"It'ssomewomenidon'tknow"Zamoreplied

"Eyamadodatheyreallydon'tcare,theygoaround

sleepingwithwitcheswhocomebackandattackus,

forwhat?Idon'tknowngobaumuntukumele

athakatheindodaleyakhe(apersonmustbewitch

herman)butyoucan'tjustleaveitlikethatmygirl,

gotopeoplewhowillhelpyouandmoveonwith

yourlife"thenannysaid

"How?HowdoImoveonwhenmyheartstillbeats

forhim.IloveFrankminama,ngifunayenanot

anyoneelse(iwanthim)

"Thistooshallpass,it'llbelikeadream,there's

nothingtimecannotfix,wehavebeendumpedso

manytimesthatwearenumb.Youjustacceptand

moveon,inmyageidon'tcareaboutmenanymore

thesethingsareallthesame"shesaid

"Frankisadifferentbreedma,heisjustgoing

throughalot…ngizomlinda"Zamoreplied

"Ifeelforyou"shesaidshakingherheadlooking

outthewindow.



****

*UnknownPlace*

MrsCelewalkedinaroompackedwithpeople,it

wasMandla'sfamilyandhers,shefixedherflare

dressandsatdownnexttoherchildren.Her

perfumewaftedfillingthewholeroom,shelooked

fabulous,thehighheelsandthehairstyleshehad

onmadeherlookatadyoungerthanhisage.

Mandlawaslaunchedinonecorner,hewasgoing

tobeinawheelchairfortherestofhislifethe

doctorsadvised,ithasn'tbeeneasyforhimever

sincethecrash.Thebottompartofhisbodywasn't

functioningwhichmeanthereliedonotherstodo

thingsforhim,hegotfiredfromworkformessing

withclientsandgivingthecompanyabadname,

Phindilewasavaluedcustomeratthe

establishmenttheywereinsuringhercars.

Hispsychologicalstatewasinshambles,heisstill



attendingtherapytoacceptrealitysothathecan

adaptintohisnewlifestyle,allthefriendshehad

fromblesseedaysvanishedintothinair,themighty

MandlaCelewasnowyesterdaysnews.Hewas

lookingthin,frailandagingimmensely,MrsCele

nursedhimfromthetimehewasdischargedfrom

hospital,shebathedhim,cookedforhimandmade

surehetookhismedication.ThemomentMandla

startedrekindlingthatsparkheoncehadforher

wasthedaysherealizedthatthiswasit,shetold

himshewantedadivorcehencethereisameeting

now.

"Awmakoti!Weunderstandthatyouareangryand

thatyouaregoingthroughdeepemotionsrightnow

buttoenterinaroomfullofyourinlawsdressed

likeateenagerisdisrespectful"Mandla'ssister

calledherout

"HowmustIdresssisi?"MrsCeleasked

"Ayawuthingithulemntakababa!"shesaidclapping

herhandsonce(ayletmekeepquiet)



"Good!"MrsCelesaid.Mandlaclearedhisthroat

"Icalledthismeetingbecauseweneedyour

guidance,firstlyIwanttoapologizetomybeautiful

wife,tomychildren,myfamilyandfamilyinlawfor

theembarrassment.Iamashamedofallthethings

Ihavebeendoingtomywifeandmychildren,I'm

sorrypleasefinditinyourhearttoforgiveme.I

don'tknowwhyIwassoeasilyinfluencedbythe

fastlifethatIneglectedwhattrulymattered,the

truthisIlovemywifeandIdon'twanttoloseher.

Shewantstodivorceme…Iunderstandheranger

andresentmenttowardsmebutIamherebegging

youalltopleasecounselandguideus"hesaidwith

abreakingvoice

"Onlyafewpeoplecanhumblethemselvesandsay

sorry.Son!Arealmanapologizeswhentheyhave

madeamistake,Icommendyouforthat.Makoti!

Youarenotwrongtowanttoleavebutasheishere,

puttinghimselfonthelineI'mpleadingthatyou

consideryourdecision"Mandla'sunclesaid

"AlsoGodsaidweshouldforgivethosewhodous

wrongasHehasforgivenusofourwrongdoing,



thinkmydaughter.Thisisyourhome,onceyou

leaveanotherwomanwillcomeandchange

everything,yourkidshaveawarmhomebecauseof

youbutifyouleavetheymightnotevenhavea

homeanymore"MrsCele'sauntsaid

"Mydaughter,youaremychildsoIwonttellyouthe

wrongthing,forgive.MysonwhatyoudidtoZodwa

cannotbeundone,nowomanrecoversfrom

infidelitysobasicallyyouhavedestroyed

somethingthatwasbeautifulbecauseyoucouldn't

keepitinyourpants,youneedtounderstandthat

thisisallyourfault"peoplemutteredundertheir

breathsevokingchaos,someagreedbutsome

slashedtheauntswords"No!Letmefinish,youall

spokeuninterrupted,letmefinish"shesaidpicking

upheronehandintheair,"Mydaughterforgive

becauseyoumightbeleavingherethinkingthat

there'sbetterouttherebutit'snotlikethat,Wego

throughthesekindofthingsdailybutitshowyou

dealwithitthatmatters.Iencourageyoutogive

yourselftimeandifyoustillwanttoleavethen,Iwill

supportyou,youworkforyourmarriage"Zodwa's



auntsaid

"Thankyouall!Icanseeyoualldon'tknowexcept

fortheCele'stheyknoweverythingbecauseIuseto

comecryingbeggingtothem,Mandlahasn'tbeen

myhusbandforyears,hemademequestionmyself

asawomanplentyoftimes.Iwouldstandinfront

ofthemirrornakedscrutinizingmyselfandeven

thoughIthoughtIwasbeautifulandwoman

enough,Iturnedhishouseintoahome,Igavehim

beautifulchildren,Isupportedhimandmost

importantlyIalways,alwayssubmittedtohimyet

stillthatwasn'tenough.Mandlaherewould

dissapearforweekswithoutevenleavingacentfor

ustoatleastbuybreadtoeat,heconstantlymade

funofmyunemploymentstatusandbecauseof

thatwewouldstarve,whilehedrinksexpensive

alcohol,drivinginfulltankswithyounggirlsand

finediningmeanwhilelhischildrenstruggled…ask

themtheyknow,Idon'thavesocialmediabutthey

do.Imaginehowtheyfeltseeingtheirfatherlivingit

upaswebotherneighborsaskingforcupsofrice

andsugar?I'mleavinghimbecauseIhavefallen



outoflovewithhimandfalleninlovewithmyself,I

knowwhatI'mdoingisnotwrongbecauseMandla

isasgoodasdead,ifhecouldgetoutofthat

wheelchairhewillcheatagain,alsowhenimarried

Mandlahewashealthyandwell,thisrighthereis

notthemanImarriedsolethimfindanother

womanwhowillcleanafterhim…I'mdone!"shesaid

"Youmakingfunofmybrotherjustbecauseheis

likethis,sisiletmetellyounooneknowstomorrow

don'tbetooquicktocondemn,don'tyoudaremake

funofhim"Mandla'ssistersaid

"Hisuselesstomeandthat'sthetruth.I'mgoingto

findmyselfaman,arealman"shelaughed,"I'm

donesuffering,fromnowonIwanttofocuson

myselfandmyfreedom.Isufferedwhenhehad

moneyandImusttoilagainwithhimwhenhisgot

nothing…nothankyou,I'mdivorcingMandlaand

I'mtakinghalfofeverythingheowns"Zodwasaid,

chaoseruptedinthehouse

Theywasshoutingandinsultsthrownintheair,



MandlalockedeyeswithZodwa,hestaredather

pleadinglybutshelookedaway.Tearsstreamed

downasheburiedhisfaceinhishands,Zodwa

crossedherlegsandfoldedherarmslettingthem

swearatherbutsuddenlyMandla'ssisterlungedat

her,shepunchedZodwabuthersonpushedher

awayshehitthewallandthuddedtotheground.

"Mymotherismakingtherightdecision,sheis

marriedincommunityofpropertysowhatevermy

fatherownsbelongstoheraswell,dad!"hesaid

lookingatMandlafilledwithrage,"Itbreaksmy

hearttoseeyoulikethisbutyoudeserveit,Iprayto

GodthatIneverturnouttobelikeyou"hepulled

hermotheroutoftheroomfollowedbyhissister.

****

Mhlengiwassittinginthetheloungeeatingchicken,

whileFranksatoutsidethegardenmeditatingin

God'swordandpraying.Mhlengi'sphonerangand



itwasNhlanhlo.

"HeySbari!"Hesaidlickinghishand

"HeyIhavegoodnewsforyou"Shesaidwith

exhilaration

"OkI'mlistening"Mhlengisaid

"AsI'mtalkingtoyouijustfinishedwritingaletter

backtoyou,thelightisgreen"Shesaidinawhisper

"Areyouserious?"Mhlengiaskedsurprised

"Yes!Youjustbeready"Nhlanhlosaid

"Thankyousomuch,youdon'tknowwhatthis

meanstome"hesaid

"Keepbuyingmesweets…bye"shesaidhangingup,

Mhlengishookhisheadchuckling.

****

*MooiRiver*



ThuladostrappedNtobekoonherback,shewas

alreadyshortbutwithachildonherbackitwas

evenworse,itwasasifshe'scarryingherlittle

brother.Shewaspanickingsincetherewasnosign

ofthegirls,Nhlanhloappearedfrombehindthe

house,shewassmilingfromcheektocheek.

"Iwonderwhat'smakingyousmilelikethat!"

Thuladosaidlookingaroundfrantically

"Something"shesaidwigglinghereyebrows,"And

youwhatareyoulookingfor?"Nhlanhloasked

"Ihaven'tseenthetwinsandIaskedthemnotto

leavethepremises"Thuladosaidangrily

"Ilastsawthemplayingbehinddadshousewiththe

otherchildren,letsgocheckupthere"Nhlanhlosaid

Theywalkedupthehilltogetherasthatunsettling

feelingtookover.
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Chapter79

ThuladoandNhlanhloarrivedatthespotwherethe

kidsusuallyplaybehindtheirgrandpa'shousebutit

wasemptynotasinglesightofachild,Thulado's

heartstartedbeatingfastmanyscenariosbegan

playinginherhead.Atthesametimeherphone

startedringing,shejustignoreditplacingherhands

onherhead.



"Wherecouldtheybe?"sheaskedNhlanhlo

"Anywherereally!Phelaavezizulaizingane

zalayikhaya(thesechildrenlovewanderingaround)

"TheyaresoforwardNhlanhlo,it'snotsafeforthem

tojustwander…wheredoIlook?"Thuladoasked

panicked

"Theyloveswimmingintheriverortheycouldbein

someone'shouse"Nhlanhlosaid

"Thesechildrenwillbethedeathofme"Thulado

exclaimed

Theyembarkedonasearch,firsttheycheckedwith

theneighborsbutonlyfoundtherestofthechildren

whomNhlanhloscoffedbackhome,theyall

claimedtohaveleftthegirlsathome.Thulado

becamemoreanxious,wherecouldtheygoalone?

Thepairwasnowgoingtotheriver,uponarrival

theysawasmallgroupofchildrendrying

themselvesonthegrass,itlookedliketheyhad



enoughswimmingfortheday.Thuladoreminisced

watchingthenewsandhowchildrenmysteriously

wentmissingbecauseofthissport,herheart

clenchedbutjudgingbyhowrelaxedthechildren

wereshewashopeful.

"Haveyouseentwogirls,theyaretwinsandthey

arenewinthisplace"Nhlanhloasked,thechildren

shooktheirheadsno,"Doyouknowthatawitchput

abigsnakeinthewatersoitcangobblechildren?"

shesaidarchinghereyebrows

Thechildrenquicklygotupputtingontheirclothes

andranfortheirlives.

"Andthen?"Thuladoasked

"Theyarestillsmallandit'snotsafehonestly.

Theseparentsjustletthemcomehere,ifanyofour

kidscomehereIbeatthem"Nhlanhlosaid

"Sowheredowelooknext?"Thuladoasked



"Idon'tknowandit'sgettingdark"Shesaid,"Letsgo

homeandregroup"Nhlanhlosuggested

Thulado'sheartwasnotatease,theymazedback

homeandfoundtheotherkidsstandingaroundthe

yardbathedandintheirsleepwearstillnosignof

thetwins.

"IthinkIneedtocallMhlengi"Thuladosaidwith

tearsmakinglinesdownherface

"Wait!"Nhlanhlosaidknockingonherfathersdoor

Afterafewminutesheopenedandthechildren

flockedinside,hejustchuckledshakinghishead.

"baba!Wehavebeenlookingforthetwins"shesaid

"Oh!Bothwereheretellingmeabouttheirbugs,

sleeptookoverwhiletheywatchedTV,Ithinkthey

hadalongdaybutuponwakinguptheytoldme



theyaregoingtoputtheirbugsaway"MrMdletshe

said

"Theymustbeinthehousethen"Thuladosaid,she

rushedtherebutitwasempty.Shescannedthe

roomandspottedthetransparentcagefortheir

insects.Thuladoheavedasighofdefeat,then

Nhlanhlowalkedinwiththem.

Thuladogawkedatthemangrily,shelungedattheir

directionbutNhlanhlostoppedher.

"Relax!Theydidn'tleavethepremiseslikeyou

instructedthem,theyfellasleepatmyfathersbut

whentheycameoutbothofusweregoneas

expectedtheypanickedandthat'swhenNombuso

tookthemin.IfoundthemwatchingTVthere"

Nhlanhlosaid

"Getinside!"Thuladosaidtheyscurriedinsittingon

thebedquietly,ThuladolookedatNhlanhlo,"Thank

you"shesaid,shenoddedandclosedthedoor.



"Iwassoworriedaboutthetwoofyou,ithought

somethingterriblehappened.Whatdidyoudoat

Nombuso'shouse?"sheasked

"WewerewatchingTVbutwesaidthankyoutothe

food"Lubanzisaid

"AndIamstarvingIwasthisclosetoeating"

Luminjalosaidpinchingherthumbandpointer

fingertogether

"Wena!"Thuladosaidglaringather

ShefinallyputNtobekodownwhohadbeen

anticipatingtotouchtheground,hegiggledjoining

hissistersonthebed.Thuladofixedthemsome

sandwiches,soontheywereallgoingtogatherand

eatinthemainkitchenwithherfather.Sheboiled

waterinthekettletopreparebathsforthekidsfirst.

****

*Durban*



Nomzamoneededpetrolandthere'snoperfecttime

tofillupthenintheeveningbecausetheroadswere

startingtoclearout,sheslottedSbusiintoaunicorn

onsieandproceededouttothecar.Frank'scall

camethroughsheansweredalmostimmediately.

"Heybabe!"shesaidsmackingherheadlighty…

habits!Shehadtoremindherselfthattheyweren't

togetheranymore.

"Nomzamo!Howareyou?"heasked

"I'mokandyou?"

"I'mgood,canIpleasetalktoSbusi?"heasked,

Nomzamonoddedandgavethephonetoher

daughter,"It'sdaddy"Zamosaid

"Daddy!!"shesaideagerly

Zamobuckledherwhilstsheconversedwithher

dad,itwasstillsurrealthattheyweren'ttogether

anymore,shethoughtperhapsshewouldwakeup



anymomentfromthisbaddream.Theyarrivedat

thegarage,Sbusisiwewasstillyappingawaywith

Frankyouwouldsweartheywerehavingadecent

conversation,apetrolattendantcametoassistand

finallytheprincessdecidedshewasdoneand

handedoverthephonetoNomzamo.

"Youverypatient"shesaid

"Ihaveallthetimeintheworldformydaughter"he

saidchuckling

"Imissyou"sheblurtedout

"NomzamoIcanseethatyoudon'ttakeme

seriously,toyouIwillalwaysbethatguyyou

rescuedfromthedump"Franksaidgettingworked

up

"That'snottrue,Iwasjustbeinghonest!"shesaid

"Haveyouseenaherbalist?"heaskedsternly

"ItoldyouI'mnotdoingthat,Iwilltalktomypastor

about,hewillprayforme"shesaid

"Idon'tknowwhyIevenbother,Godgaveus



everythingweneedtohealourselves,Hehas

provided,allweneedistheknowledgeofwhatto

mixwithwhat,noteverythingneedsamiracle.A

herbalistisnotasangomajustsomeonewhohas

knowledgeaboutherbs,justgothere"Hesaid,but

Nomzamokeptquiet,"AnywayIwantedtotellyou

thatI'mbuyingahouseandiwouldlikefortobring

Sbusiintoshowher,alsosoyoucanadvisemeon

howtomakeitchildfriendlyforher"

"Okbye"Zamosaid

Shequicklywipedhertearsbeforetheycouldfall,

Frankwasnowbuyinghouseswithouther,she

alwaysdreamedthattheywouldgohousehunting

togetherandoncetheyagreeononetheywould

purchaseitcollectively.Nomzamofeltherhead

poundthepainwasgoingstraightintohereyeballs,

shedecidedtogoandgrabapanadowhilsttheguy

wasstillbusyfillingupthetank.Shepickedup

Sbusiandmarchedtowardsthegarageshop,on

herwayinshebumpedintoawomanwhowasjust

steppingout,sheapologizedprofuselybutthelady



juststaredather.Shehadaboyathand,Zamo

recognizedhimimmediatelybuttheboyhasgrown-

upandhewasasplitimageofhisfather.

"IneverthoughtIwouldmeetyoulikethisagain,

fromthetimesweusedtoshareaman"thelady

saidwithattitude

"Oh,hi"NomzamosaidgraspingSbusi

"Ohyougavebirthtoagirl,congrats"shesaid

"WethankGodshesurvived,shecouldhavedied

youknow"Nomzamosaidfeelingabitbitchy

"Rubitin,atleastNjabuloispayingforhissin.When

areyoupayingforyours?Lookatmysonandlook

atyourdaughter,I'msureyoucanspotthe

difference"theladysaidsadly

"Iworksisi,Idon'tdependsolelyonherfatherto

provide"Zamosaid

"Sobecauseofthat,wemuststruggleOk.Iwant

youtoknowthatifNjabulowasherehissonwould

bewelltakencareof,hewouldbeunderasaferoof



withlot'soffood,keepthatinmind…thereisachild

outtherewhoissufferingbecauseofyourwhoring

ways"theladyspat

"Thisisbullshit!Iamnottakingresponsibilityfor

that,ifyouwantmetogiveyoumoneyforyour

childIcan,butNjabulowantedtokillmesohe

deservestobewhereheis"Zamosaid

"Likehowyoudeserveallofthatonyourface"she

laughed,"Iwonderwhosemenyoutriedtosnatch

thistimearound"shelaughedhard,"Notallgirlsare

assoftasme,Ionlythreweggsonyourcar

becausethatsasbraveasIcangobutthistimeyou

havemetyourmatchandgirlyoudeservethisand

more"shesaidpullingherson,"Wedon'tneedyour

money,butIwoulddosomethingaboutthatifiwas

youoryoumustsaybyebyetothathunkmanof

yours"shelaughedsomemoreleavingZamo

standingwithtears..

Shesniffedwipinghertears,sheshovedthoughts

ofthepanadoandreturnedtohercar.Shewaited



forthepetrolattendancetofinishsoshecouldpay

andleave.

****

ItwasSundayafternoonwhenThuladopulledup

heryardafteralongdrive,thekidswerefastasleep

andshewasexhausted,Mhlengiheardthesoundof

theHyundaiandcameoutsidetorecievehisfamily.

HekissedThuladobrieflyandorderedhertogo

insideandrelaxhewilldotherest,Thuladowastoo

happyshejustwantedashower.Mhlengisarted

withthekidsandlastlybroughtinthebags,thecar

hadlayersofdustandcoulduseagoodscrubbut

rightnowhewantedtobondwithhisshorty.When

hewasdonehefoundThuladosinginginthe

shower,hesmiledandreturnedbacktotheroom.

"Howwasthetrip?"heaskedasThuladocameout

oftheshowerwithatoweldrapedaroundherbody



"Itwasneeded"shesaid

"Imissedyouguyssomuch"hesaid

"Wemissedyoutoo,Imissedyou"shesaidsitting

onhislap

Mhlengicouldfeelthewarmthofherpussygrazing

hiscrotch,hegotarousedinstantly.Hestarted

kissinghersloppilyandhungrily,withinminutes

Mhlengi'scockwasburrieddeepinsideThulado's

pussy,theirbreathsheightenedtheroomasthey

tookturnsreachingtheirclimax.Theylaidnakedin

eachothersarmssilently,justtheirheartbeatdoing

thetalking.

"Iwantustochooseahouse"Mhlengisaid

"Really!"Thuladosaidexcitedly

"YesbutfirstIneedyoutogotalktosomeone

aboutyourtubsandbooks,IpromiseyouIwillbuy

youwhicheverhouseyouwantifyoucoulddothat"

hesaidkissingthetopofherhead



"Okay!AslongasIchooseanyhouse,Iwillgo"

Thuladosaidexcitedly

MhlengismiledheknewthatThuladowastakingit

lightlybutshewasinforasurprisewhenthe

psychologistgetsintoherheadandpeellayersand

layersofemotions,shewillwishshehadn'tagreed

butintheenditwillbeworthit.

"Anotherthing!Frankisstayingwithusforacouple

ofdays,Infactwegoingtoputanofferforhis

housetomorrow"Mhlengisaid

"Frankishere?"Thuladoasked

"Yeahhisbeenhereeversinceyouleft,hisinthe

gardenprayingaswespeak"hesaid

"Whathappened?"sheasked

"Theyfought,theyareonabreak"hesaid

"Ohdear!"shesaidsadly



Itwastimefordinnerandeveryonesataroundthe

table,nomoreeatingintheloungethemadamof

thehousewasback.Theyateandfinishedsupper

withoutFrankashewasstillfasting,Thulado

offeredtocleanthedishessinceMhlengicooked,

thechildrenweretoohappybecausethatmeant

theyhadtimetoplaywithdaddybeforebedtime.

Thuladocleanedthekitchenanddecidedtostep

outforsomefreshair,shemazedaroundthe

gardenthinkingaboutthetherapyshejustroped

herselfinto,perhapsitwastimetofaceher

demon'sandmoveonthoughshefeltthetubsand

booksweren'tsuchabigdeal.Shewasinthe

medicalfieldandadmittingtohoardingwasproving

tobedifficult.

"Ihopemystayherewon'tbotheryou"Franksaid

startlingher

"Nahit'sfine"Thuladosaid

"Isawyourmisscalls"hesaid

"Andyoudidn'treturnthecall..Why?"sheask



"I'mfasting,Ididn'twantanythingtodistractme"he

said

"Butyouarehere?"

"Ididn'thavemanyoptions"hesaidhonestly

"Whathappened?"

"Nomzamosaidthingsthatwerehurtfulbuttrue

andIthoughtishouldgiveherspace,Ihavehurt

thepoorgirlenough.I'mscaredthatonedayshe

willfalloutoflovewithmeandthenwhat?Because

it'sonlylovethatskeepingustogether,deepdown

she'smadatme"hesaid

"Don'tgiveupsoeasily"shesaid

"Onlytimewilltell"hesaid,thentherewassilence

"Someonesawusatthehospital"sheblurtedout

"No!no!no!"hecriedout

"Yes!Andhisblackmailingmetosleepwithhimor

hewillsendthevideoofyoukissingmetoMhlengi"

"Hismad!Hewonttouchevenastrandofhair,over

mydeadbody!"?Hesaidangrily,"Tellhimtosend



it"hesaidgettingredonhisface

"Excuseme!Doyouknowwhatwillhappenifhe

sendsit?"sheaskedannoyed

"Idon'tcare,hisapredatorandhispreyingon

wronggrounds.Whoisthisnaai?"heasked

"IfeNwokoye,youknowhimfromchurch.Hisa

doctoratwork"sheanswered

"What?"helaughed,"Isn'themarried,sothemanof

Godhasawanderingeye,howpredictable...leaveit

tome"hesaid

"InthemeantimewhatshouldIdo?"sheasked

"Justignoreandstayclearofhisway,Iwillsortit

out,I'msorry"hesaidhonestly

"Cool"shesaidwalkingaway

Frankcouldn'tbelieveIfeandhedidn'twanttoruin

thingsforhisfamily,ifhecouldfinisha

conversationwithouttouchingThuladomeanthe

wasgettingsomewhere.
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Chapter80

FrankandMhlengistoodinthemiddleofthehouse

theyhadjustbought,Mhlengiwasexcitedand

Frankwantedtocry.Hewasnowahomeowner

withouthavingthemstripnakedandfreezetodeath

infrontofriverswhilehismotherdissapearedinto

thedepthstogetsomemysteriouspowersfromthe



Phantom,hewasgoingtobuyacarwithouthaving

tosleeparoundwithagazillionofwomenand

stealingtheirwombs.HeturnedtoMhlengiandfell

intohisembrace,heweptsilently.

"It'sOkbafo…it'sok"Mhlengisaid

"ThankyouFuze,youhavenoidea.Ineverthoughti

wouldseethisday,throughafatherithoughthated

meInowhavehavethis,becauseofabrotherthat

lovesunconditionallyIamfreefrombondageandI

cannowstartafreshandliveanormallife"hesaid

mufflingacry

"Don'tcryFuze,Ibelievethatthiswasplannedby

God,Hewantedyoutoturnyourlifearoundsothat

youcanfeeltherealloveoffamily…nowput

furnitureinthehouse,sortoutyourfamilybecause

weareabouttogetbusy,wehaveabusinessto

run"hesaid

"Ineedtopullmyselftogether"hesaid

"Iloveyoubro,rightnowIneedtogoandpickup

shorty.Shefinallyagreedtogofortherapy"he



chuckledheadingtowardsdoor

"Goodluck!"Frankscreamedloudenoughso

Mhlengicouldhearhim.

Hetookadeepbreathtakingeverythingin,the

beautyofcolorscoordinatedtolightupthehouse,it

wasokaybutneededaspecialtouch,hethen

rememberedNkosanatalkingabouthiswife's

interiorhandyworksthecompanycalledK-designs,

apparentlyshewasthebestinthegame.Once

Nomzamocomesthroughhewouldgiveheracall

tocomeanddotouchups.Suddenlyhefeltthe

urgetoprayandaftereverythinghehasbeen

throughhelearnednevertoignorethatcue.

"Iinviteyouholyspiritdwellinthishouse,youare

welcomed,takefullcontrolandtoucheverywall,

windowanddoorofthishome.Maythedevilfind

nothingnoteventhetiniestholetoenterthishome

forthisplacebelongtothechildrenofGod.Thank

youHeavenlyFatherformyfreedom,thankyoufor



thesegiftsbutmostimportantlythankyouforthe

giftoflife.IpraiseandworshipyouandyourName

willreignforevermore.Amen"hesaid

HerequestedforanUberafterlockinghishouse.

****

OnhiswaytoThuladoMhlengi'sphonepinged,it

wasanotificationtoremindhimtogoandsignwith

theofficerthatishandlinghisparolecase,heisyet

tostartwithhiscommunityworksoon.Thenacall

hewasn'twaitingforcamethroughcausinghimto

rollhiseyes,hesighedbeforeanswering.

"HeyCourtney"hesaid

"Ishouldbeangryforstandingmeupatthesharks

boardbutI'mnot,Iunderstandprobablysomething

cameup"shesaid



"Yes!I'msorryIforgottomessageyou"hesaid

"That'sfine,HowisLumi?There'sanothershowbut

thistimewewillbeguttingagreatwhiteshark,I

thoughtshewouldlovetoseethat"Sheinformed

"Soundsgreat,sendmedetails.Iwilltalktomy

womanandIwillletyouknow"Mhlengireplied

"Great!"shesaidhangingup

MhlengifoundThuladowaitingoutsidethehospital

surprisingly,thatwasnotthereactionheexpected

fromhersincesheneverwantedtogo,heparked

thenmetherhalfway.Theykissedbrieflyand

proceededtothecar.

"Thatexcitedhuh?"Mhlengiteased

"NahIhadnothingtodoinside"shelied,shecan't

tellMhlengishe'savoidingIfenow,canshe?

"Ok,let'sdothis"



Mhlengiignitedthecarandleft,afterafewminutes

anUberstoppedatthedropoffzonejustinfrontof

thehospital.Frankjumpedoutandheadedstraight

tothereceptionist.

"I'mheretoseeDrIfe"hesaidflashinghisfamous

smile,thepoorladyswoonunderhisspell

"DrNwokoyeyoumean?"sheasked

"Yeshim!Wefriends"Franksaid

"Normallyyoucanonlyseehimbyappointmentbut

sinceyouarefriends,Idon'tseeaproblem"she

saiddirectingFranktothedoctorsoffices.

Thedoorwasn'tlockedsoFranklethimselfin,

beholdDrNwokoyewasverybusy,sleevesrolledall

thewaytohiselbows,linesofoilysaucedripped

downhishands,helookedcontentandinhis

element.HenoticedFranklyimmediatelybuthis

lunchwaswaytoosweettoputaside,hecuta

piecefromhisfufuanddippeditintheokrasoup



thathadchunksofdifferentkindsofmeat.Frank

satontheoppositeseatandbeganplayingwithhis

phone.

"HowcanIhelpyou?"Ifeaskedwithamouthful

"Youcanfinishyourlunch,I'mnotinahurry"Frank

replied

"Doyouwantsome?It'ssweetoo!"hesaidexcitedly

"Nothanks"Frankrepliedwithaseriousface

Ifecleanedhisbowlswithsomuchappetite,hegot

uptowashhishandsthenreturnedtohischair.He

smiledlookingatFrank,hewasn'tsurewhathe

cameherefor.

"Idon'tseeanappointmentmybrother,areyounot

well?"Ifeasked

"Dependsonyouranswerstoday?"Franksaid

archinghiseyebrow,"YouknowIjeomaisbeautiful



girl,atrueAfricanqueen,thickbootysheisjust

shortofamanwhowillloveherwithoutholding

back,thenmaybeshecantonedownwithallthese

skinbleachingproducts.Rumorhasitshecancook

too,she'sfaithfulatruegembutunfortunatelyfor

hershelandedherselfyou"Franksaidchucklinga

bit

"Soyoucametomyofficetoinsultme?"Ifeasked

withasmirk

"I'mjusttellingyouthetruth"Franksaid

"Justlikehowyouscrewingyourbrotherswoman

huh?"Ifespat

"Idon'tknowwhatyouaretalkingaboutbutiknow

thatyouareblackmailingmybrotherswifetosleep

withyou"Frankshookhishead,"Youareso

predictablemanandI'mheretosay…inyour

fuckingdreams"Franksaidsternly

"I'mamarriedmanbros,Idon'tneedtodoanything

withThuladobutIhaveproofofalittlesmoochdy

smoochepisodeinthegardenandletsseehowthat

pansoutforyou"Ifesmiledfloppingbackonhis



seat

"Goahead!Mhlengiismybrother,whathappened

betweenThuladoandIwasamisunderstanding"

Frankreplied

"YouknowwhatFrank,getoutofmyofficeokay

andstayawayfrommybusiness.Leavemealone

ooorIwillspillthebeans"Ifewarned

"Shutthefuckup!There'sonlythreeoptionsand

onlyonewillworkoutforyousanno,firstly!Ican

justputabulletinbetweenyoureyesandletthe

peacetakeover,nomoreIfe,secondlyyoucantell

Mhlengi,Iwillapologize,vanishtogivethemspace

andreturntomyfamilybuttheniwilltellhimabout

theDoctorthatsafterhisshortyandknowing

Mhlengihealreadyknowsaboutyourintentions,his

justwaitingforyoutoslipupandthisisperfect.

Nextthingnewsflash,adoctorwasfoundinthe

river…dead…oryoucouldfocusonyourfamilyand

leaveminealonelytie"Franksaidwithafirmvoice

andaneerielookthatsentchillsdownIfe'sspine.

"Are-Areyouthreateningme?"Ifeaskedtryingto



lookaschilledascanbe

"Iknowthere'snovideo,youarejustbeinga

predator.Ihavebeeninthegame,Iknowmenlike

you.StayawayfromThuladuifyouknowwhats

goodforyou…younaai"hesaidgettingup,heglared

athimonelasttimebeforeturningonhisheel.

IfewaitedtomakesureFrankwasoutofsight,he

bangedthetablewithragestandinguptohisfeet.

"idiot!Foolishman!Ekwensu!"heclickedhistongue,

"Imaginethisidiot,hedetellmeIfenottofuck

Thulawhilehedechopamalone.Infacthimway

supposestayawayfromhimbrother'swife…idiot!

Hegoat…Igoknackherakpakoifiwant…igo

marryamifiwant…younogofitstopme…

nonsense!"heflaredhisnosesittingbackdown,

whenhewasupsetheonlyspokeinhisNigerian

pidgin.



(Translation)-idiot!Foolishman!Satan!"heclicked

histongue,"Imaginethisidiot,hewanttotellmeIfe

nottofuckThulawhilehisbusychowingheralone.

Infacthistheonewhoissupposedtostayaway

fromhisbrotherswife…idiot!Hegoat…iwillfuck

herifiwant…iwillmarryifiwant…youwontstop

me…nonsense!"heflaredhisnose)

****

MhlengisatnexttoThuladoheintertwinedhishand

withher,hecouldhearherheartthumping.He

promisedtostaywithheruntilthesessionwas

finished,thepsychologistsmiledlookingatthem.

"Welcome,I'mAmandamotheroftwo,I'mdivorced

andIlovesurfing"shebroketheice

"Yousurf?Wow"Mhlengisaid,"I'mMhlengiher

man"hesaidadmiringThulado,"Iwillleavetherest

toher"hesaidsnakinghisarmaroundherwaist.



"ThuladuMdletshe,Ihavetwobeautifultwingirls

andlittleboy,I'mverynervousbecausethisisthe

firsttimeI'mdoingthis"shesaidastearswelledup

hereyes.

"FeelfreeThulado,Iwillfollowyourlead.Ifyoufeel

it'stoomuchwestop,thisisyourtimeandyou

havefullcontrol…OK?"Amandasaid

"Thankyou"shesaidnodding.

****

*Atthedermatologist*

ThedoctorreturnedtotheroomwhereNomzamo

wasseatedpatiently.

"Ok!Iwillsendthosesamplestothelabsowecan

gettobottomofthisoutbreak,inthemeantime

drinkalotofwaterandcutdownonjunkfood,



rememberwearewhatweputin.Younourishyour

bodyandyourskinwillthankyou,iwillwritedowna

creamthatyoumustapplyonyourface.Washyour

facetwiceadaywithplainwater,dabitwithaclean

cloththenapplythecreamandyouracneshould

comerightbutifnothinghappenscomeback,

surelybythenwewillhaveyourresults.Itcouldbe

analergyreactionbutwewillsee"thedoctor

informed

"ThankyouMel"Zamosaid

"Youcanpaybythereceptionistonyourwayout"

shehandedtoheraprintoutthatreadR800,she

gaspedquietlybutproceededout.Shewoulddo

anythingtogetridofthepimplesonherface,

anythingbutwitchcraft!

©ZamaGambusheYenga,2021

****



Myparentsinlawareleavingendofthemonthso

soonwewillbebackin

schedule

[11/22,14:50].:Adiamondintherough

|

|

|

|

|

|

Chapter82

ItwasafamilyreunionatFranks,thechildrenloved

itthere,itwasniceandspacioustheycouldrun

aroundfreelywithoutworryingaboutpilestumbling

onthem.FrankandMhlengimadehotdogs,french

friesforthekidsdinnerwhiletheyindulgedinmeat

andbeers.Whenthelittlepeoplewerewornout



theyweretakentosleepintheroomandthat's

whenMhlengirealized.

"Ididn'tbringNtobeko'snightbottleandmilk"he

saidtoFrank

"Doyouwantmetoandfetchit?"Frankasked

"Nah,letmeaskforrecommendationsonwhatsapp,

I'msurethere's24hourspharmaciesopeninthe

area"hesaidscoffinghim

"Sure,that'sagreatideatoo"

*Wherecanigetababybottleandbabyformulaat

thishour?*

Hewroteonhiswhatsappstatusandwaited.

"IalwaystakeoneforSbusitoobutshedrinksNan

1yearandup"Franksaid



"NtobekodrinksSimilacsomethingtodowithcolic

whatwhat"Mhlengisaid

Whiletheytunedintosoccerwaitingforsomeoneto

cometotheirrescue,acallcamethroughMhlengi's

phone.

"Heyyou"hesaidsmiling

"Hey!I'mjustafewminutesawayfromNorthworld

DayNitepharmacyIcouldgrabthebottleand

formulaforyoubutIcannotdrivetoGlenwoodto

giveittoyou"shesaid

"I'mactuallyinDurbanNorth…mybrothersplace"

Mhlengisaid

"Oh!Coolthen,whichbranddoyouwant?"she

asked

"AnyNukbottleandtheformulaisSimilac"Mhlengi

said

"Okcoolthen,justsendmeyourlocation,I'mwith

Ziyanda"shesaid



"Coolthanks"hehungandturnedtolookatFrank,

"Shesaidshe'swithZiyanda"hechuckled

"Shebetternotmakeamoveonmebecauseiwill

fuckherbrainless,ihaven'thadsomeforawhile

now"Franksaidwithasmirk

"Theyareloose,youbetterhavecondoms"Mhlengi

saidslightlychuckling

"Igotmyselfabox,wasn'tplanningtouseitbut

NomzamoshowedmeanothersidetodayandI'm

notgoingtowaitherelikeafool.Canyoubelieveit,

shesaidshe'sgoingoutthewholeweekendandI

muststaywithSbusi,Iknowshe'sgoingtobewith

adickarghwomen!"hesighed

"Thuladubetternottrythatshitwithme,Iswearto

youIwillmurdersomebodyandburythemona

shallowgrave"hespat

Franklaughedresortingtohisphone,hepaused

andglancedatMhlengi.



"Look"hesaidshowingMhlengi

"What?"heaskedshufflingcloser

"Lookclosely"Franksaid

"Whereisthis?"Mhlengiasked

"Wearenotgoingthere!"Frankscoffedhim

"Whatiftheydosomethingstupid"Mhlengiasked

worryingly

"Theyarebothgrownupsandwehavekidsinhere,

wecan'tupandgo"Frankemphasized

"Mybloodisboiling"Mhlengisaidfrantically

"Relax"Frankreplied

MhlengidrewouthisphonedialingThuladobutshe

rejectedthecall,hestoodupwithhisjawhittingthe

floor,hecouldn'tbelieveit.

"Shejustrejectedmycall,sheactuallydidit"

Mhlengisaidputtinghisfistinhismouth



"Justletherbe"Franksaid

ThebellrangandFrankgottohisfeet,Mhlengisat

backdownslowly,hejustcouldn'tbelieveit.He

triedagainbuthiscallwentstraighttovoicemail.

Frankreturnedwithasmileplasteredonhisface.

"Yourguestsarehere,ijustletthemin"Franksaid

"Whyareyousmiling?"Mhlengiasked

"I'mnotsmiling"Franksaiddefensively

"Yesyouare"Mhlengiinsisted

"I'mnot"hechuckled

Afaintknockonthedoorhaltedtheirbickering,

FrankjoggedtoopenandincameCourtneyand

Ziyanda,theysmiledgreetingFrank.Courtney

handedapacketwithformulaandabottletoFrank

hethankedherwelcomingthemin.Henoticed

Ziyandahadtwo6packsofSavannaoneitherhand,



Frankchuckledinwardly.Mhlengismiledand

greetedthetwoladiesastheymadethemselves

comfortableonthecouches.Courtneycrossedher

longshavedlegsallowingherdeepslittoopen

furtherintothetopofherthighandforthefirsttime

Mhlengiactuallylooked.

Frankfloppednexttohislittlebrotherstillwearing

thatnaughtysmile,Mhlengiglaredathimbuthe

shruggedhisshoulderpleadinghisinnocence.

"Thankyousomuchladiesforcomingthrough,

whenhewakesupfromhere,hewillbeexpecting

hisbottle.IforgothispackathomeandIlostmy

keys"Mhlengisaid

"Whycouldn'tthemombringitforyou?"Courtney

askedbeingalittlenosy

"She'sfarandit'snotabigdealreally.It'smyfault

andI'malreadytipsysoIcan'tdrivethere"headded

"Luckyforyou,Iwasfewminutesawayfromthat



pharmacy"Courtneysaidbattingherlashesand

thosebeautifulblueeyes

"Luckyforme"Mhlengisaidsmiling

"ThedimplesCoco…mygosh"Ziyandawhisperedin

Courtney'searsloudenoughforthetwoguysto

hear

"Excusemyfriendhere,she'salreadysloshed"

Courtneygiggled

"Ok!LadiesIdon'thaveanythingcookedtooffer

youguys,itakeityouguysareheretostayhence

yourbeverages.Doyouwantmetochillitforyou

guys?"Frankasked

"YesandyoucanchillmeanytimeFranky"Ziyanda

saidgiggling

"Zee!"Courtneynudgedher

"What?Hishot"Ziyandaargued

Frankchuckledandleftforthekitchen,Courtney

staredatMhlengi.Mhlengikeptlookingaway,but

Courtneywasn'tbackingdown.



****

*@Cubalounge(MosesMabhida)*

"So?"Zamosaid

"Sowhat?"Thuladoasked

"Arejustgoingtostareatyourfoodorgoingto

eat?"Zamoanswered

"WhyareyouandFranknotfixingthings?"Thulado

asked

"Pleasedon'tboreme,Iknowthatsnotwhat's

botheringyou.Whathaveyoubeenuptoo?You

veryscarcelately"Zamosaid

"Argh!Workandsameold,nothingspecialreally"

Thuladofinallysaid

"Iwanttogetdrunk,Iwanttodancetillthemorning"

Zamosaid



"Exceptthisplaceclosesat11pm"Thuladoreplied

"Wecangotoaclubthen"Zamosaidwithherface

lightingup

"Hardpass,10pmI'mheadinghome.Ijustwantto

sleep"shesaid,"Youneedtogotoaherbalistfor

yourface,someoneisbewitchingyououtthere"

Thuladoblurtedout

"ObviouslyandFrankknowswho…youknowI

thoughtIcouldwaitforhimtodowhateveritishe

needstodobutthenSbusi'snannywasright.I

don'twanttowastemytimewithhim,lovewillfade

away"shesaid

"Iwishihadyourcourage,I'msoscaredtobe

withoutMhlengi,IlovehimsomuchNomzamo"

Thuladoanswered

"IloveFranktoo"shecried,"ButI'mhumanandI

havefeelings,yessometimesifeltlikeheisthe

reasonformymiserybuthisloveformeshouldbe

enoughforhimtoforgivemebuthechosetoleave

me…I'mangry"sheblurtedoutwipinghertears

"OKthat'sit,wegettingdrunk"Thuladosaid



"That'sitanddon'tworryaboutmyface,I'mgoing

toseesomeoneIjustdidn'twantFranktosayItold

youso,I'vealreadyspentsomuchmoneygoingto

doctorsbutdololo"Sheslightlychuckled

"Youverystubborn"Thuladolaughed

"Youhavenoidea,youshouldhaveinvitedNana"

Zamosaid

"Honestly!Ihaven'tbeentalkingtoherafterthat

saga,Ihavebeencaughtupinmyowntroublesas

well"Thuladosaid

"YouandMhlengiaresoperfectthough"Zamosaid

"Yes…soIhavebeenhearing"Thuladosaid

chucklingbitterly

Sheflaggedthewaiter,hecamerunning.

"PleasebringusabottleofRed"sheasked

Thewaiternoddedandscurriedaway



****

MhlengikeptlookingathisphonewhileFrank

exchangedjokeswiththeladies.

"MhlengiChelseaorManchester?"Courtneyasked

"Huh?"Mhlengireplied

"Itoldyouhewasmilesaway"Courtneysaid

shrugginghershoulders

"Sorryguys,letmecheckonmykids"hesaid

standingup

"Theyarefinebro,youjustcamethere"Franksaid

Mhlengifloppeddownagain,Frankcheckedhis

whatsapponcemore,hisfacechangedintoafrown.

HehandedhisphonetoMhlengiangrilyandavideo

ofThuladoandNomzamodancingnexttomen

fueledhimup,hethrewFrank'sphonebacktohim.



"I'mgoing"hesaid

"Noyounot,youaren'tdrivinginthisstate"Frank

stoppedhim

"Ineedfreshair"hestormedoutofthehouseinto

thegarden

AfterafewminutesCourtneyfollowedhim.Ziyanda

smiledlookingatFrankmischievouslyassheshe

waitedinanticipationforCourtneytodissapear

"So?"shesaid,"Ihavebeenlookingatyoufromthe

timeIcamehere,Ithinkit'stimewedosomething

aboutthistensionbetweenus"shewhisperedthe

lastpart

"Notinhere,mykidscouldjustwalkin"Franksaid

Heheldherhandleadingheroutsidethegarden

wherethepoolwas,theystartedkissingZiyanda



pinningFranktothewall.MeanwhileCourtneysat

nexttoMhlengibytheconcretebenchoverlooking

thefountain,therewasminimumlightinthatarea

probablythereasonwhyMhlengichosetogothere.

"Hey,it'sgoingtobealright"Courtneysaidholding

hishand,Mhlengifelttearsstinginghiseyesbuthe

wasn'tabouttocryinfrontofCourtneyshewasn't

thatspecial.Sheleanedingrazingherlipsonhis,

Mhlengipartedthemgivingheraccess,iffooling

aroundwithCourtneywastohelphimforgethis

troublesthenhemightaswelldoit.

©ZamaGambusheYenga,2021
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Chapter81

*6weekslater*

Thoughitwasn'tidealatfirstbutMhlengiquite

enjoyedgivingbacktosocietyinaformof

communitywork,hewasinaprogramwherehe

sweptthestreetsandpaintedpublicinstitution

afterrevampstogiveitsomelifeandstillhadto

clockinattheofficeandcoverhisportionofwork

alongwithFrank.Aftereveryprojectdonehewasto

signwiththeofficerwhowasinchargeofhis



parolecase,butinthemidstofitalltheelephantin

theroomwasstillthere,standinghuge.Thulado's

hoardingmultipliedinthematterofweekseven

thoughshewasattendingtherapy,shespokeallthe

rightwordsbutheractionsarecompletelydifferent

andthatalonewasstartingtostressMhlengiagain.

ThentherewasCourtneywhohasbeensucha

greathelpasfarasthetwinsareconcerned,

Mhlengihaslearnedtohideherinvolvementinall

thefunactivitieshisbeendoingwiththechildren

afraidthatitwillcreateastirintheiralready

problematichome.Goingoutwithhiskidsgavehim

somesortoffulfillment,anythingreallytogetoutof

thehouse.Hewasparkedoutsidethehospital

waitingfortheloveofhislifetoknockoffsohecan

takeherhome,thoughhisheartwasheavyhestill

lovedherandwantedtospendtherestofhislife

withher.HedialedFrank.

"Heybro!"Frankansweredpanting



"Areyouhavingsexattheoffice?"Mhlengiasked

"What?No!I'mnotlikethatanymore,ijustcamein

fromgettingthepost"Hereplied

"Wehaveworkerswhocandothatyouknow?"

Mhlengirespondedback

"Iknow,Ijustwantedtostepout,what'sup?"he

asked

"I-II'msotemptedtomoveoutoftheEstateand

intothenewhousebutatthesametimeIfeellike

I'mgoingtobelettingherdown,Idon'twanttogo

throughthisagainbro.Ireallythoughttherapy

wouldhelpher"Mhlengisaidwithabreakingvoice

"Hey!Rememberyouboughtthathouseforyour

family,it'ssupposedtobeasurprise,nothing

shouldchangeFuze.Womenarejustnaturally

stubbornbutdon'tgiveuponher,shelovesyouand

youloveher.I'msorrytosaybutthereisastringof

menwhoarewaitingforyoutofuckupsotheycan

stepup,don'tgivethemthesatisfaction"hesaid

"ButyouhavegivenuponNomzamo!"Mhlengisaid



"NomzamoneedsspaceandI'mgivingherthat,It

hurtsthatI'massociatedwithallherpain,iwantto

seeificanbewithouther"Franksaid

"Youtalkingshit!"Mhlengisaidwithalightchuckle

"Iknow!"hesaidchucklingback

"Okbro,I'mcomingtosleepoverwiththekids…I

canseehercoming…bye"hehungup.

Mhlengiquicklyjumpedoutofthecartomeet

Thuladohalfway,shesmiledfaintly.

"Heyshorty"hesaidsoftlyengulfingherintohis

embrace

"Hey,Ithoughtyoubringingthekidswith"Thulado

saidjumpinginthecar

"Well,Ithoughtwecouldtalk,theyarewithSharon"

Mhlengireplied

"Youcan'tleavethemthereMhlengi,Sharonisold

andtiredyouknowhowenergetictheyare"shesaid



"I-Icalledthenanny"Mhlengisaidnervously

"Youbroughthertoourhouse,Idon'twantanyone

there"sheshouted

"No!She'satSharon's"herespondedwithasigh

"Ohok"shesaidlookingoutthewindow

"What'sgoing…babe?"

"Nothing,youguysneedtoleavemealone"shesaid

"Ok!Wemovingout,I'mnotdoingthisalloveragain.

I'mtakingthechildrenyoucanstayinyourshithole"

Mhlengisaidangrilypressingontheaccelerator.

****

TheyarrivedattheEstate,Mhlengijumpedoutand

didn'tevenbotheropeningthedoorforher,he

dashedintothebedroomandstartedpackinghis

belongingsintoblackbags.Thuladofollowedsuit

andthrewherselfonthebedstaringintotheceiling,

Mhlengicouldn'tbelieveherattituderightnow,he



glaredatherthenshookhishead.Godknowshow

badhewantedtoblastherrightnowbuthedecided

againstit,hewasnowdragginghisthingstogether

withthechildren'soutsidethenhephonedFrankto

comeandhelp.

"Soyoujustgoingtotakemykidsandgo,whothe

helldoyouthinkyouare!Huh?"Thuladosaidsizing

thetallmanup

"Pleasestop,thatdoesn'tsuityou...stop"Mhlengi

repliedwalkingaway

"I'mgoingtogetyouarrestedforkidnapping,don't

tryme"Thuladospat

"Becauseyouknowiwillgetthrownbackinjail,so

youcanstayhereandendangermykidswiththis

clutter?"heasked

"Youcan'tseparatemefrommychildren,I'mgoing

toclearthestuffbutmykidsstaywithme"shesaid

softlyslightlyembarrassed

"No!Ifyouwanttogetmearrestedgoaheadbut



youwillnotkeepmychildrenhere,I'mgoingtoget

childservicesonyouevenifI'marrested.Iwould

rathertheystayinahomeatleastit'scleanerand

saferthanhere"hespatback

Frankparkedoutside,Mhlengiboltedoutleaving

Thuladointhemiddleofthehouse,hertearskept

makinglinesdownherface.Shejustwantedto

vanishinthefaceoftheearth,everythingwas

crumblingrightbeforehereyesandshedidn'tknow

whattosavefirst.Shecouldsaveherselfbyletting

Mhlengitakethekidssoshecantakethemoment

thatsheneedstomakesenseofeverythingorshe

couldsaveherrelationshipandthrowawayher

tubsandbooksbutthenthevoidwillonlygrow

biggerorshecouldjustdothedarntasksshewas

givenbyAmanda,onlyiftheyweren'tsodifficult.

Wherecanshestart?,everytimeshescansaround

thehouselookingforsomethingshecoulddiscard,

shefindsabsolutelynothing.Everythingthatis



theredeservestobethereandeventuallytherewill

beaneedforit.Frankbudgedinstartlingher.

"Andthen?"hesaidlockingeyeswithher

ButThuladolookedawayavoidingeyecontact,she

scurriedintotheroomleavingFrankdumbfounded.

FinallyhecaughttheglimpseofwhatMhlengiwas

talkingaboutandhewasastounded,hehadonly

seenthismentalillnessonthoserealityshowson

TVbuttoactuallybeinaclutterfilledroomwas

surrealandoverwhelming.Hecoveredhisnose

pickinguptheblackplasticbagfromthefloor

headingout.HefoundMhlengicoveringhiseyes

insidethecar,itwasFrank'snewwheels.

"BrolikewhatthefuckdidIjustsee?"heaskedwith

hiseyesasbigassaucers

"ThatsthekindofshitImustputupwithFrank"he

saidinalowvoice



"Wow!I'mspeechless…howcanapersonfillupa

placeinlessthan6weeks?"heasked

"Thuladuisnotokay,Iwishshecouldactuallysee

whatshe'sdoingtous,I'mdoneschmoozingher…

I'mdonebro…let'sgo"hesaidadjustingtheseat.

ThedrivetoFrank'shousewasquiet,hewasn'tsure

whattosaytohislittlebrother,ifitwasMhlengihe

wouldhavemadehimfeelbetterbynowbuthere

hewasfailing.

"Doyouwantmetofetchyourcar?It'suseless

delayingyouaregoingtoneeditnow"Frankbroke

thesilence

"Yea!CanIuseyoursfornow.Iwanttodropthese

atthehousebutwewillsleepatyourplacetonight

ifyoudon'tmind"hesaid

"Yeahyouguyscanstayatmyhouseforeverifyou

want"Franksaid

"Itwillonlybeforacoupleofdaysmaybe,ijust



needtocallacleaningcompanytodosome

thoroughworkinthere,I'msurethestenchofpaint

isstillthere"hesaidwithlightchuckle

"Ican'twaittoseewhatyoudid,Ihaveseensome

ofyourpaintingsbro,youarerealgreat"Franksaid

lightingup

"Induetime,nowI'msosadbecauseIwanted

shortytobepartofeverything,eventhecarI

wantedtofetchitwithher"herepliedsadly

"Don'tgiveuponher,shelovesyou"

"Idon'tknow,shedidn'teventrytostopme.She

wasmoreworriedaboutthekids,soifitwasjust

megoing,shewouldhavesaidnothing.She

litterallythrewherselfonthebedwhileiwas

packinglookinguptotheceiling,doesthatsound

normaltoyou?"heprobed

"Bloodywomen,theyaresoconfusing"hechuckled

nervously

"Yeahtellmeaboutit,worseisIgotareplyfromher

fatherandnowthis"



"Damn!"Franksaid

"Ya!Damn"

****

LaterthateveningFrankparkedoutside

Nomzamo'shouse,whenhetriedhiskeysonthe

gateherealizedthelockwaschanged,hechuckled

lightlypullingouthisphonedialingher.

"Hey"Nomzamosaid

"HeyI'matthegate"hereplied

"Ok!I'mcoming"

AfterafewminutesZamoappearedwearingclose

tonothing,I'mtalkingbumshortsandacroptop.

Shedangledhernewsetofkeysbeforeopeningthe

gateforFrank,youcouldsenseherattitudefrom

milesawayitgotFranklaughing.



"Soyoulockedmeout?"heasked

"Youdon'tlivehereanymoresoI'mnotcomfortable

inyouhavingaccesstomyhouseandI'mnothere"

shesaid

"Ohok,issheready?"heasked

"Yeah!canyoukeepherthewholeweekend?"she

asked

"Why?"Frankaskedinquisitively

"Iwanttogoout"shereplied

"Withwho?Thulado?"heasked

"Ayayit'snoneofyourbusiness"shereplied

dismissively

"Oh…ok…I-Iwillkeepher"Franksaidburnt

"Thanks"Nomzamosaidenteringthehouse

SbusisawFrankandinstantlysliddownthecouch,

sheranuptohimwithexhilaration.Frankpicked



herupandgrabbedthebag.

"Saybyetomummy"Franksaid

"Byemummy"

Nomzamogotuptokissheronthecheek,she

pulledawayashereyeslockedwithFranks,shefelt

herheartleapbutimmediatelylookedaway,Frank

grabbedherhand.

"Pleasedon'tdoanythingstupid"hesaid

"Leavemealone!"sheyankedherhandoutofhis

"Whatdidthedoctorsay?Yourfacelooksworse"

Frankaskedconcerned

"Takeyourdaughterandleave…please"shesaid

Franksighedthenhewalkedout.
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Chapter83

*Caution sexualcontent*

CourtneypulleddownMhlengi'ssweatpantsalong

withhisunderwearhiscocksprungout,shesmiled

coylyfillingherhandwithhisblackrod.Shespaton

itandstartedstrokingit,everythingwasglistening

underthestarsandtheminimumlightwasjust



perfecttomaskthesinfulacttheywereabouttodo.

MhlengirelaxedhisbodyasCourtneyslurpedand

lickedhisrockhardd!ck,shewassogoodhecould

justnutinhermouth.ThesoundofSbusisiwe

wailinginthehousestartledhim,heopenedhis

eyesbutCourtneydidn'tstop,thebaby'scry

becamefaintwhichgavehimhopethatperhaps

Frankwastherealready.Courtney'smouthwork

wasfirebecauseMhlengifelthishappyplaceatthe

tipasheexplodedinherthroatandalloverher

mouth,shegiggleddevilishlyandswallowed.

Mhlengismiledtryingtohidetheguilthewas

suddenlyfeeling,onotherdaysthisactwouldhave

beensexyashellbuthisheartwasbeatingfastas

thoughtsofThuladoflashedthroughhismind

vigorously.Hestoodtohisfeetdressingup,

Courtneylookedathimconfused.

"Whereareyougoing?"sheaskedwithatonefilled

withhurt



"Didn'tyouhearthebabycrying"Mhlengiasked

"Wellshe'snotcryingnow,I'msureFrankis

attendingtoher"Courtneysaidrushingbehindhim

"Youdon'tunderstandCourtney,mychildrenare

here.I'm-I'mnotsupposedtobedoingthisok…

pleaseunderstand,I'msorry"Mhlengisaidrunning

intothehouse

Assoonasheclimbedthestaircase,Frankbudged

intoopanting,Mhlengipausedconfused.

"SbusisiwewascryingIthoughtyouareinside?"

Mhlengiasked

"Iheardhercrythat'sI'mhere"Franksaidinaraspy

voice

Boththemenranupstairs,onlytofindLumiand

Lubifeedingboththebabies,FrankandMhlengi

bothheavedasighofrelief.Thetwinslooked

pleasedwiththemselves,MhlengiandFranksaton



thefloorwatchingtheirkids.

"Daddywearebiggirlsnow!Wecanlookafterour

babysiblings"LumisaidfeedingSbusisiwe

"ButImixedthebottles,youdidn'tknowwhattodo"

Lubisaid

"BuzzoffLubanzi,nooneaskedyouthat"Luminjalo

saidgettingworkedup

"Noneedtofight,youbothdidgreat"Mhlengisaid

"Ialwayslookwhenmummyismixingthemilkfor

Ntobeko"Lubanzisaid

"ButIhelpyouputthewarmwaterinthebottles

Lubiisn't?"Lumisaid

"Yes!Youdidandisaidthankyou"Lubanzisaid

Frankgiggled,thesetwocangoontheentireday,

foramomenttherehethoughtofFred.Thetoddlers

werestartingtolookdrowsysothedadstookover

relievingtwinsofftheirtemporaryduty,they



resortedtobed.Inafewminutesthebrothers

shamefullyreturnedtotheirguests,thetwoladies

laidquietlyoneithercouch.MhlengiandFrank

stoodatafardistantscaredtomakethefirstmove.

"It'syourhouse,youshouldaskthemtoleave"

MhlengisaidtoFrank

"uyahlanya,theyareyourguests.Youshouldtell

themtogo"Franksaid

"That'snotfair"Mhlengisaidfrowning

"I'mdonebreakingwomen'shearts,it'syourturn"

Franksaidwalkingaway

Finallytheyjoinedthegirls,Ziyandashotup

excitedlyoglingFrankbuthelookedawayavoiding

eyecontact.Courtneyontheotherhandcouldn't

evenbaretolookatMhlengiandhecouldn't

careless.

"Ithinkwehavesomeseriousworktodohere,how



aboutanorgy"Ziyandablurtedout

"No!"boththeguyssaidatthesametime

"Wearecallingitanightandourchildrenare

upstairs"Mhlengisaid

"Yes!Whathesaid"Franksaid

Courtneygotupimmediatelyshestartedcollecting

herstuff,sheputonhershoesandglaredat

Mhlengioncemore.Shewasfuming,shespotteda

glassfilledwithwatershequicklygrabbeditfrom

thetableandthrewitonMhlengi

"Mycouches"Frankscreamed

"Jerk!"CourtneysaidtoMhlengi

"Bitch"Mhlengispatback

"Tillwemeetagain"Ziyandasaidshowingtheguys

thepeacesignasshewalkedoutfollowingalivid

Courtney

"Youmoreworriedaboutyourcouchesandwhat



aboutme?"MhlengiaskedFrank

"Whataboutyou?Lookatmycouchesman,they

arebrandnew"Frankwhined

"WhatabrotherIhave"Mhlengisaidtakingoffhis

hoodie

****

*@Cubalounge*

Zamowasdirtdrunkshecouldn'tevenstandon

thoseheelsanymore,soThuladodrapedherarm

overhershouldersandhelpedhertositdown.

"Ithinkweshouldgonow"Thuladowhisperedto

her

"No!I'mgoingwiththatdudewiththepinkgolfT-

shirtandyouwillgowiththatbusinessman,what's

hisnameagain?"Zamosaiddrunk



"No!No!Ichangedmymind.Thoseguysarecreepy

ashell,wearegoinghome"Thuladowhispered

"I'mnotababyThuladu,youarejustscaredto

dissapointMhlengi.Hecangetpussywithinasplit

second,whileyoubusyplayingmotherMaryhere,

livealittle"Nomzamosaid

"No!Theseguysarebadnews,Idon'tfeelright"

Thuladosaid

"Youjustachicken,tasteanotherdickandyouwill

knowthatMhlengiisnotallthat.Icheatedon

Njabulothat'showIdiscoveredthatFrankwasthe

beasttothisbeautyoverhere"shesaidchuckling

"IwaswithMkhuzenitoodarling,socalmyourtits"

Thuladusaid

ShedrewherphoneanddialedMhlengi,he

answeredimmediately.

"H-hey"hesaidnervously

"MhlengiIdon'tknowwhoelsetocallbut



Nomzamoiswastedhereandthere'stwoguysI'm

scaredaregoingtotakeadvantageofherifIleave

herherealone,couldyoupleasegetFranktocome

andgether"Thuladosaid

"Iloveyou"Mhlengisaid

"Seriously?"Thuladoasked

"Yes!LookI'mcoming,don'tleavehersightyou

mightbeindangertoo"Mhlengisaid

"Ok!I'llwait"Thuladoassuredhim

Thetwoguysreturnedbacktothetable,theone

withapinkGolfT-shirtstartedtouchingZamoand

shelethim,Thuladoscowledathim.

"Don'tbejealous"thebusinessmansaidnexttoher,

atadtooclose

"There'snothingtobejealousoff,she'stoodrunk"

Thuladusaid

"Andsheagreedtogohomewithhimbeforeshe



gotthisdrunk,justlikeyouagreedtogowithme"

Theguywithapotbellysaid

"Iwasjustjoking"Thuladoscoffedhim

"Hey!Doyouwanttogetyourfriendsomewater?"

thepinkshirtguysaid

Thuladoscannedtheplaceforawaiterbuttheyall

seemedoccupied,whileshewasn'tlookingthe

otherguyslippedapillinherdrink.

"Justgogetityourself,yourfriendispasssingout"

thebusinessmansaid

Thuladogotupheadingtothetillpointtobuythe

water,afterafewminutesshereturnedwithstill

water.ShehelpedZamodrinkandeverytimeshe

lookedatherfaceitwashideousandshecouldn't

believeshestayedlikethatforthislong.Afterafew

gulpssheresumedonherchairandgulpeddown

herdrink,itdidn'teventakelongforhertostart



feelingdrowsy.Shegrabbedholdherbagtightas

theurgeofwantingtosleeptookoverher.

****

*Thenextmorning*

Thuladowokeupinthemidstofwhitesheets,her

bodyfeltweakandsoreasifshewasbatteredby

theentirecommunity,hermouthwasdryandshe

somewhatfeltdisoriented.Shescannedaroundthe

foreignroomandshecouldn'tseeherbelongings,

sheliftedtheblanketandnoticedshewasnaked.

Panicclothedher,wherewasshe?andhowdidshe

gethere?,shecouldn'trememberwhathad

happenedbutNomzamoandherwentoutlastnight,

sherememberedCubaloungebuttherestwas

blank.Shewrappedherselfwithasheetlookingfor

herclothesbutnothinginsight,shewaddled

towardsthedoorbutitopenthat'swhenshebutt

headswithNomzamoshewasinawhitegown.



"OhthankGod,it'syou"Thuladosaidsounding

relieved

"Hey!Howareyoufeeling?"Zamoasked

"I'mfeelingfunny!Wherearemyclothes?"Thulado

asked

"Aboutthat!Youcanusethegowninthecloset,

seemslikeIgotalittleexcitedyesterdayandI

vomittedandmessedbothofus…I'msorry"she

saidgenuinely

"Ican'trememberathing,wherearewe?"Thulado

finallyaskedopeningthecabinet

"AtFrank'shouse,Mhlengicameforus"Zamosaid

"Oh!"Thuladosaidtryingtoremember

"LookThuladoI'mreallysorry,Frankissomadat

me,Iputourlivesindangeryesterday.Ifitwasn't

foryouweweregoingtogetrapedorworse

trafficked,thereasonwhywecan'tremember

anythingisbecausewegotroofiedlastnight"Zamo

saidshameful



"Ohmygosh!I'mnevergoingoutinthenightagain"

Thuladosaid

"No!Iwasreckless,youwerefineyouevencalled

Mhlengicomplainingaboutme,I'mtakingthe

blame.Nexttimeweshouldbecareful"Zamosaid

Thedoorcreakedopen,thenFrankappearedwitha

trayoffood,hisiratefacialexpressionwas

unmissable,heplacedthefoodonthebedand

walkedout

"Frank!"Thuladocalledout,hepeepedbackinbut

saidnothing,"AreMhlengiandthekidshere?"

Thuladoasked,Franknoddedhisheadandleft.

"Toldyouhisangry"Zamosaidsadly

"Arghaslongaswearesafe,thebigheadswillget

overit"Thuladosaid,"Let'seatandgoseeour

children,thisplaceisnice"Thuladosaid

"It'sgorgeous,youshouldseethegardenandthe

poolarea,WhenwearedoneeatingIwillshowyou



around"Zamosaidexcitedly

"Youveryexcited"Thuladosaidsideeyeingher

"I'mnot,don'tbesilly.Frankaskedformyhelpin

accessorizingit,IguessI'malittleproud"Zamo

said

"Nice,let'seatsoyoucanshowme"Thuladosaid,

thepairindulgedtheircheerfully.

****

Mhlengiwaswokenbytinyhandsonhisface,it

wasbothSbusisiwe'sandNtobekowiththetwins

sittingjustabovehishead,hehadnochoicebutto

sleepinthekidsroomandonthefloorsincethe

guestsbedroomwasnowoccupied.

"Wakeywakey"thechildrensaid

"Daddywhyareyousleepingonthefloor?"Lubi

askedkissingMhlengionhischeek,Lumijoined



himundertheblankets

"IhadtosleepheresoIcanwatchoveryou"

Mhlengireplied,"Andguesswhat?"Mhlengisaid

"What?"thetwinsaskedinunison

"Youguysarenofun,youweresupposedtoguess

butmummyishere"Mhlengisaidthekidsfacelit

up

"Daddycanwestayhereforever…please"Luminjalo

asked

"ButmummywillmaketheplacedirtyagainLumi,

rememberhowniceourhousewas"Lubanzisaid

lowly

"Yeah!"Luminjaloagreedlookingrathersad,

Mhlengi'sheartsank.

"Ihaveasurpriseforyoulater"Mhlengisaidgetting

up

"Whatisitdad?"Luminjaloasked

"It'sasurpriseLumi,daddycan'tsay"Lubanzi

responded



"Iwasn'ttalkingtoyou"Lumisaidwithattitude

"Youquestionsarealwayssilly"Lubanzisaid

Lumiglaredather,Mhlengipickedupbothofthem

andranaroundtheroomwiththem,theyscreamed

inexhilaration.NtobekoandSbusipickeduptheir

handswaitingfortheirturn,Mhlengiputthebig

girlsdownandwhiskedthelittlekidsfromthe

groundandranswingingthem,theygiggledwaving

theirtinyhandsintheair.

"Okit'stimeforbreakfast,letsgobrushourteeth"

Mhlengisaid,thekidsranintothebathroominthe

hallwayfollowedbyMhlengi.

AfterwhatseemedlikeforeverMhlengidescended

thestairswiththekids,Frankhavebeenwaitingfor

themdownstairs,bowlsofcerealwereallreadyand

sometoastwithjamforthedaddy's.



"Aywhereisthegreasybreakfast,isthiswhatyou

wokeupearlyfor?"Mhlengiasked

"Wellyoushouldhavewokenupandcookedrather,

I'mnotinthemood"Franksaid

"Wherearethey?"Mhlengiasked

"ZamoisdoingahousetourwithThuladoasif

nothinghappened"Franksaidvexed

"Letthembe"Mhlengisaid

"I'mmoredisappointedinmyself,weshouldhave

wentwhenyouwantedtoo"Franksaid

"Nah!Youwereright,itwasgoingtobesoweird

especiallywiththekids,wethankGodthatIgot

thereontimeandtheywillbeextracarefulnext

time"Mhlengisaid

"I'mreallyglad,I'vebeentherebroitcouldhave

beenworse"Franksaid

Thekidsrushedthroughtheirbreakfastbecause

theyhadplansinthegarden,Mhlengicleanedand

that'swhenThuladoandNomzamoappeared.



Frankcouldn'tstandherface,itwasasifshewasa

monster,infacthefeltnauseatedsoheexcused

himself.Mhlengiglaredatthepairasawkward

silenceengulfedtheroom,suddenlyNomzamofelt

theurgetovomitsheranoutsidethebathroomwas

tofarfromthekitchen.

"Howareyoufeeling?"MhlengiaskedThulado

"Weird!Thankyouforcominglastnight

"IgotanemailfromAmandalastnight,apparently

youhavebeenabscondingyoursessions"Mhlengi

said

"Somuchforconfidentiality,Iamlookingforanew

shrink,Amanda'smethodsaren'tforme"Thulado

said

"Ohok!ExceptIpaidinfullbecauseshecame

highlyrecommended"Mhlengisaid

"AndIcanreturnyourmoneyifthat'saproblem"

Thuladosaidwithattitude

"Soyouaredancingwithmennow?Youdon'tcare



aboutme?"Mhlengiaskedinapainedvoice

"Iwasjustgoingwiththeflow,it'snotthatdeep"

Thuladosaidrollinghereyes

"Youdon'tlovemeanymore?"Mhlengiasked

walkingcloser

"Ididn'tsaythat"Thuladoanswered

"Soyoudoloveme?"Mhlengiasked

"Whyarewedoingthisrightnow"

"Answerme"Mhlengisaid

"Arghmxm"Thuladowalkedoutofthekitchen

Frankwalkedinwalkingslowly…hepathimonhis

back.

"Youaresomushy,ifIdidn'tknowThulado.Iwould

sayshegaveyoualoveportion"Franksaid

"IthinksheknowshowmuchIloveherandshe's

gratingmyheartrightnow"Mhlengisaidirritably



"Yougiveawaytoomuch,andthisrighthereisthe

disadvantage"Franksaid,"IloveZamobutifshe

knewitall,IknowshewouldwalkallovermesoI

giveittoherinbits"Frankadded

"Youthinkso?"Mhlengiasked

"Yes!AlittletoughlovewillsortoutThulado"Frank

assured

****

LaterintheafternoonNomzamoandThulado

chilledinthepoolareaasthekidschasedafterone

anotherinthegarden.

"Maybeweshouldcook"ThuladosaidtoNomzamo

"I'mnotcooking,thisisnotmyhouse.I'maguest

hereasfarasI'mconcerned"Zamosaid

"Yeah!Youareright,I'mstillmadatMhlengi

anyway"Thuladosaid



"Butwhatdidhedo?"Zamoasked

"It'salongstory"shesaid,shewasn'treadyfor

Zamotoknowabouttheclutteratherhouse

ThenCourtneyandZiyandaappearedoutof

nowhere,theyscannedthepoolareaandwavedat

theladies.Zamowasthefirstoneup,Thulado

followedsuitwithherheartthuddingagainsther

ribcage.

"Hey!Frankletusin,I'mlookingformykeys"

Ziyandasaidlookingaroundfrantically

"Whatwouldyourkeysbedoinghere?"Zamoasked

"Iwasherelastnight"ZiyandasaidCourtneyfolded

herarmswithasmirkplasteredonherface.

Thekidscamedanglingakey,Ziyandasmiled

becausesherecognizedtheminstantly.



"HeyCourtney!Whenaretheydoingashowatthe

Sharksboardagain?"Lubanziasked

"Iwillarrangewithdaddyifsomethingcomesup

again…OKsweetheart"shecrouchedhuggingher

"Thankyousomuch,I'vebeenlookingforthem"

Ziyandasaidpointingatthekeys

"Ifoundtheminthegarden"Lumisaid

ZiyandaandCourtneybidfarewellandleft,Zamo

andThuladogawkedateachother,Thulado'stears

escapedhereyes,sheplacedahandonherchest.

"Hey!Calmdown"Zamosaidholdingher

Mhlengiappearedfrominsidethehouse,hewasall

cleanedupadornedingreysweatpantsanda

hoodie,hecalledforthechildren.

"Comeonletsgo!"Hescreamed,thekidscame



screeching.Theyalldissapearedintothehouse.
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Chapter85

Luminjalobusiedherselfwithdrawinginthecorner

whileLubanzisatcomfortablyonthecouch

watchingnationalgeographicalchannel.Mhlengi

walkedincarryingNtobekowhohasjustwokeup

fromhisnap,heslightlysmiledrubbinghiseyes



whenhesawhissisters.

"Areyougoingsomewheredaddy?"Lubiasked

"Yes,I'mgoingtotheofficeandIhavecalledyour

aupairtocomeandwatchyouguys"Mhlengi

answered

"Wearebigdaddy,wewillbefine"Lubiargued

"IknowbutwithPagewillbeheretomakesureyou

twodonotfightandshealwayshaveniceactivities

plannedoutforyouguys…right?"

"True,areyoutheboss?"Lubiasked

"Yes"Mhlengisaidchuckling,"BothuncleFrankand

Iarebosses"Heclarified

"Youlookfancyinasuit"Shesaid

"Andyoutalktoomuch"Mhlengisaidputting

Ntobekodown

SheranovertoLubanziandtickledher,whileshe

rolledonthecouchLuminjalocamefromnowhere



andclimbedonMhlengi.Hewhiskedheroffhis

backandswungheraround,Ntobekogiggledthe

motionwasjusttofunnyaccordingtohim.Aftera

roaroflaughterMhlengiputLumidownandran

backupstairs,heknewoncetheyentertheirplay

modeitneverends.Heopenedhisbedroomdoor

andsighed,thisisnothowheimaginedhislife

wouldbe,hefastenedhissuitbuttonsandflopped

onhisbed.Withhimbeingafulltimedad,hecould

onlyworkfulldaysonweekendsandthanksto

Page,shewasalwayswillingtobabysitonaslong

asshegetspaiddouble.

Hecouldhearthebuzzerfromtheroombutoneof

thetwinswillbeabletogetthegatesincehetaught

themonhowtouseit,itmustbePage.Thuladohas

beenscarceeversincethatincidentwithCourtney

andZiyandaatFrank'shouseandhersilencewas

deafening,evenacalltoaskaboutthechildren

wouldbeenoughforhim.Nhlanhlocalledhimafew

daysagoaskingaboutthepreparations,the

dissapointmentinhertonewhenheinformedher



thattheweddingwasonholduntilfurthernotice.

Musawassoontobemarriedtohisbabymama

andSfisowassettlingwellinBryanston,hisbra's

weredoingthethingsandhewashappyforthem.

HedialedFrankandheansweredafterwhat

seemedlikeforever.

"Areyoustillsleeping?"Heasked

"Yes…whatthefuckdoyouwant?"Frankaskedina

raspyvoice

"Aifokofmaaan"Mhlengireplied

"It'sthefuckingweekend!"Franksaid

"Someofushaveworktodo,whileyoulazybum

sleepallday"hesaidchuckling

"I'mabossincaseyouhaveforgotten,Iwork

wheneverIwant"Frankchuckledback

"Ohlookatme,thehardworkingemployeegoingto

workonaweekendwhilethebosshangshisballs

inbed"Mhlengireplied

"Youareannoying"Franksaid



"Incaseyouhaveforgottenthat'smyjobasyour

littlebrother,so!!Whatneedsmyattention?"

Mhlengiasked

"Ilookedatyourproposalonthatcouriercompany,

Ithinkit'sbrilliantbro.Howdoyouwanttogoabout

it?"Frankasked

"IknowitseemslikeI'moverlyambitious,we

alreadyhavethreedepartmentswithinourcompany

butifweopenamillinyourmotherslandandthis

couriercompanywewillbecreatingmorejobs,I

knowhowitfeelsnottohaveanythingsomyaimis

toprovideemploymentthroughoutSouthAfricaso

thatouryouthsaren'tcapturedbycrimeatatender

age"Mhlengisaid

"Orendupdiningwiththedeviltogetriches,I

totallygetitbroandI'm100%behindyou"Frank

said

"Perfect!IwillworkonthatsoIcanmeetupwith

MnqobiandNkosanaforsomelegalandbusiness

expertiseonMonday"Mhlengisaid

"Youknowwhat…I'mcomingaswell.Sbusiisgoing



toapartywithZamosoIwillbealonethewhole

day"Frankadded

"IthoughtyouarehittingoffwithZiyanda?"

Mhlengiasked

"Nah!Ijustwanttobealone,IthinkI'mruining

thingsbyseeingotherpeople,Icanseeshe's

startingtouseSbusiaspawntogettome"Frank

said

"Yeah,it'snotworthitman!"Mhlengisaid

"Yeahmydaughtermeanseverythingtome"Frank

saidsoftly

"Okthen,I'llseeyouinawhile.PageisheresoI'm

out"hehungup.

Mhlengigatheredhisfilesandcarkeys,justwhen

hewasabouttoleavehisphonerangonthebed,

andatthatmomentherealizedhewasaboutto

forgetit.Heansweredwithoutcheckingthecaller

ID.



"Hello!"hesaid

"HeyMshlengi,it'sAmanda!"

"Ohhey,what'sup?"

"I'msorrytocallyoubutIcannotgetthroughto

Thulado,shehasn'tbeencomingtosessionandI'm

worriedabouther"Shesaid

"Thuladoisverystubborn,I'mgettingtiredof

beggingher,ifshedoesn'twanthelpthanmaybe

weshouldleaveher"Mhlengisaidgettingirritated

"Ijustcannotgiveuponher,Ihaven'ttried

everythingyetanduntilthenIhavetopushharder.

I'veneverfailedaclientbeforeandIwontstartnow"

Amandasaidconfidently

"IadmireyourenthusiasmAmandabutthisis

whereIgetoff,I'mdrainedbyallofthis…goodluck"

Mhlengisaid

"Youpaidforthis,don'tyouwanttoseewhereitwill

end?"Amandaasked

"Justdowhatyouwant,idon'twantthemoneyif

youareworriedaboutthat"Mhlengisaid



"Okthen,istheaddressontheformstillthesame?"

Amandaasked

"Yes"

"Thanks"andshehungup

Mhlengistoodthereforsecondsbeforemakinghis

waydownthestairs,andjustashethoughtPage

wasalreadydoingsomethingwiththechildren,she

wasanaturalandthekidslovedher.

"HeyPage,Icanseeyouallsettled"Mhlengisaid

withasmile

"Wewon'tevenmissyou"shesaidstickingher

tongueoutthenchuckled

"Ouch"Mhlengisaidholdinghischest

"Youlooknicedaddy"Luminjalosaid

"Thankyou,begoodandlistentoPage…iwillsee

youalllater"hekissedallofhiskidsandleft



****

ZamofinishedplaitingSbusicurlyafro,shewas

alreadydrowsyallthatheadtherapymadeherfeel

sleepy.

"Mummy!Sleepingtime"shesaid

"Okmyangel"Zamosaidpickingherup

"Whereisdaddy?"Sbusiasked

"Heisbusy,youwillseehimnextweekend"Zamo

answered

ShecarriedSbusiintotheroomandlaiddownwith

heruntilshewassoundasleep,shesnuckoutof

bedandbackintothelivingroom.Shescrolled

downherphonebored,inthemidstofallofthatshe

stumbleduponheroldpicturesandmissedhow

happyshewas,shethenfoundherselfonZiyanda's

profileoncemore.Eversincethatdayshecouldn't

helpherselfbuttostalkheronsocialmediaand



everytimeshedoesitbringshermooddowntozero,

Ziyandawasslimwithlonglegsthatshimmered

shesureknewhowtocareforherdarkskin.Not

evenNjabulo'sbabymamathreatenedherlike

Ziyanda,shescoffedexitingherInstagram.

Headingtoherwinerackshenoticedanotification

ofamessagefromthepastorswifebutshe

wouldn'tdareopenitbecausethenshewillbe

compelledtoanswerandshewasn'tinthemood

forthat.Thenanothernotificationpoppedup,itwas

fromtheherbalist,Zamo'sfacelitup.

*Yourorderhasbeendispatched,itshouldarrivein

twodays,followallinstructionsprovidedinthe

package*

Ittookalotforhertoactuallyvisittheherbalist,

uponherarrivaltheladyknewexactlywhattogive

herbeforeshecouldevenexplainedhervisit.After

whatThuladosaidshedecidedtoputherpride



asideandconsult,herheartkeptonthumpingas

thethoughtofinvolvingherselfinvoodoothings

thatareagainsttheBiblefloodhermindbutvery

quicklyhermouthwaszippedwhenshesawhow

modernandorganizedtheplacewas,itevenhasan

onlinestorejustlikeanormalpharmacybutthe

differenceisit'salltraditionalorganicherbsthey

usefortheirproducts.Evenotherraceswere

queueingfordetoxconcoctionsandimmune

boosters,suddenlyshewasatease.

Thuladohasbeenquiet,perhapssheneededspace

afterthataltercationtheyhad,Zamotooktimeand

googledabouthoardingandsherealizedhowharsh

hercommentmayhavesounded,itexplainedthe

defensiverouteThuladochoserather.Howshe

wishedshecouldjustreachout.Whilestillinher

thoughtssherememberedthatSbusiissupposed

tobeinapartydancingwithotherkids,shegoogled

picturesofagirlybirthdaysetupandupdatedon

whatsapp.



****

AmandawasbythesecurityoftheEstatetryingto

getthroughbuttheguardsneededapprovalfrom

Thuladoforhertobeallowedin.Thesecurity

buzzedherbutnoonepickedup.

"Areyousure,she'sinside?"Amandaasked

worryingly

"Yes!Hercarisparkedoutside,Isawherin

afternoonyesterdaytakingawalk.MissMdletshe

loveskeepingtoherself,shewillprobablyleavefor

workonMonday"Thesecuritysaid

"Ineedtoseeher,canyoupleasegoandcheck

atleast"Amandabegged

"Fine!!"

Theonesecuritywentleavingtheotherinsidethe

controlroom,afterafewminutestheotherguard

phonedsayingthatthere'snomovementplushe



couldhardlyseethroughthewindows,theywere

almostcovered.BoththesecurityandAmandaran

towardsthedirectionofThulado'shouse.

"Openthedoor!!Shecouldbehurt"Amandasaid

frantically

Thesecurityopenedpanicking,assoonasthedoor

flungopenthestenchhittheirnostrils,theycovered

theirnosesteppingback.

"Whathappenedhere"Theoneguardasked

"I'mgoingin"Amandasaidcoveringhernose.
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Chapter84

Thewheelsonthebusgoroundandround,

roundandround,roundandround Luminjaloled

thetroopinMhlengi'snewMercedes,hewanted

somethingsuitableforhislittlefamilyandFrank

gothimjustthat.Theywereonthewaytoseethis

surprisedaddyhaspromisedthem.



"Ok!WhenwegetthereI'mgoingtoaskyouto

closeyoureyes!"hesaid

"Wuuuuthisisexciting"Lubanzisaid

"Whatisthesurprisedaddy?"Luminjalokepton

asking

"Soon"Mhlengireplied

Ntobekokeptonbouncingonhisbrandnewcarseat,

hedidn'thaveacluewhatwashappeningbuthe

wasequallythrilled.Mhlengisloweddownentering

aquietstreetinaSuburbanarea,youcouldonly

hearthesoundofdogsbarkingbehindthelong

concretefencing.Hehaltedinfrontofgatethen

turntolookathiskids.

"Nowcloseyoureyes,ifyoupeekthanwearenot

havinggrilledchickenforsupertoday"hesaid,the

childrenclosedtheireyesimmediatelyexceptfor

Ntobeko



Mhlengipressedthedeviceinhishandandthegate

slidopen,hedroveinandparkedthenheopenthe

doorforhisgirlswhomstillhadtheireyesshut

faithfully.HethenunbuckledNtobekocarryinghim

outofthecar.

"Ok!Youcanopenyoureyesnow"thegirlsslowly

openedtheireyesbuttheireagernesswasreplaced

byafrown,theywereperplexed,theyweren'tsure

whattobesurprisedabout."Followme"Mhlengi

saidandtheydid.Heopenedtheentrydoor

engineeredhardwoodfromLeroyMerlin,youcould

onlyanticipatewhattheinsidelookedlike.

"Welcomehomezinganezami"(mychildren)

Mhlengisaidlookingatthetwins

"Home?"Lubanziaskedarchinghereyebrows

"Yes!Iboughtthishouseforus,thisisournew

home"Mhlengisaidwithawidegrin



Lubanzismiledaswellshescannedaround

thoroughly,Luminjaloscreamedrunningaround.

"Homesweethome!Wuuuuuu,Iloveit,Iloveit"She

saidontopofherlungs,shedroppedtothefloor

makinginvisiblesnowangels,Lubanzijoinedher.

NtobekowiggledoutofMhlengi'sarmsjoininghis

sisterstoo,Mhlengitookavideoofhiskidsreaction

anditwaspriceless.

"Timeforatour"Mhlengisaid

"DaddyI'msohappy,thishouselooksfancyandit's

big"Lubanzisaid

"WaituntilIshowoutside"Mhlengisaidwigglinghis

eyebrows

"Dadhowarewegoingtostopmummyfrom

makingthishousedirty?"Luminjaloasked,Mhlengi

paused,hethoughtforasecondonhowhewill

filterhiswordsbeforeutteringthemout.



"Kids!Mummyissickandsheneedshelp.Wewill

stayhereuntilshegetsbetterandwhensheisall

goodonlythenshecancomeandlivewithus,but

wewillstillseehereveryday"Mhlengisaid

"Imissher"Lubanzisaidtearing

"Iknowmyangel,Imisshertoo,Godknowshow

muchIwishshecanbeherewithusrightnow,but

itwouldberecklessofmetocontinuetoallowmy

childrentoliveinastatelikethat…it'snotgood"

Mhlengisaidastearswelledupinhiseyes

"Ijustwanttohugmummy…pleasedaddy"Lubanzi

pleaded

"Youdon'twanttoseeyourbedroomfirst?"Mhlengi

saidtryingtochangethetopic

"Arewenotsharing?"Lubanziaskedwipingher

tears

"No!Everyonewillhavetheirownroom"Mhlengi

answered

"Thisisallexciting"Lumisaid,"Byebyetothat

smellyhouse"sheadded



"Luminjalo!Behaveyourself"Mhlengiwarned,she

wentmuteinstantly

Thoughshewastellingthetruthbuthewasn't

goingtoallowthechildrentomakefunoftheir

mother'ssituation,plusThuladowasstilltheloveof

hislifeanddeepdownhewantedhertobeatthisso

shecouldjointhemhere.Hewatchedhischildren

hoppingandgallopingaroundthehousejoyfully

andhisheartwasfull.

"Nowthebigreveal…thisisLuminjalo'sroom"

Mhlengisaidopeningthedoorslowly,Lumiranin

screamingshewassuchadramaticcharacter.She

bouncedonherbedwhilsttheresttookinthe

beautyoftheartonthewalls,theroomwasblush

pinkwithatouchofwhite.Therewaswhite

furnitureandabigmirrornexttoherdressertable

thenthisfascinatingsilhouetteofaballerinagirl

paintedonthewalldroveLuminjalocrazy,Mhlengi

knewhowartyandaperformerhisdaughterwas.



NextitwasLubanzi'sroom,itwasturquoiseblue

withafeelofwhitejustlikeLuminjalo's.The

differencewastheartofthewall,Mhlengipainteda

silhouetteofamermaidonherwallinsteadsince

shewasintomarinebiologyLubanzicriedhugging

hisfather.Mhlengicrouchedandpulledherintohis

embrace,hemadesurethathispaintingsofthe

charactershadafrohairsotheycanrelatewith

them.

Lastbutnotleasttheyallwentintothelittle

Champsroom,itwasbabyblueincolorwithalittle

chandelierhangingfromthetop.Therewasawhite

chestofdrawerswithacollectionofcarsontopof

it,ateddybearsoftcarpetonthefloor,ashelffilled

withstuffedanimalsandmoretoys.Mhlengimade

surethatineachroomtherewasaBookshelfso

thathischildrenwillgrowupreadingtoincrease

theirvocabularyandimagination,Ntobeko'sroom

stilllookedprettyemptyitneededThulado'stouch.

Ontheirwayoutthechildrenaskedtoseethe

parentsroom,onthewalkwaythereweremore



worksofartthatMhlengihadbeenbusywithinhis

timebehindbars,finallyhegottodisplaythembut

inhisroomwasmultimillionpaintingsthathe

neverwishedtosellbecausetheyweresodearto

hisheart.

Theyarrivedoutsidehisbedroomthekidswalkedin

andtheireyeslandedonthepaintingabovethe

headboard,itwasofapregnantwomantouching

herbigbellyyoucouldn'tseeherfacebecauseshe

waslookingtothesidebutsomethingabouther

seemedfamiliarandontherightsideofthewall

wasanotherpaintingofthesameladythistimeshe

wasfacingthefrontyoucouldseehersmileand

herstomachwasbigbutnotasthefirstpainting.

"Mummy"Ntobekosaidpointingatthepicture

"Yes!"Mhlengisaidpickinghimup,"Thisismummy

andhereshewaspregnantwithyou"Mhlengi

added

"Icannotbelievethis"Luminjalogasped



"Wasshepregnantwithusonthatone?"Lubanzi

asked

"Yes"Mhlengireplied,helookedatthepaintings

attentively,"Sowhatdoyouthink?"heasked

"It'sbeautifuldaddy"Lubanzisaidtruthfully

"It'sfabulous"Lumisaidwantingtobedifferent,

Mhlengilaughedleadingthemout

"Canwegoandseemummynow?"Lubanziasked

"IthinkshemightbeatuncleFrank'shousestill,

letsgo.Plusweneedtobuygrilledchickenfor

supper…remember?"Mhlengiremindedthem

"Yes!"thechildrensaid,Mhlengidroveoutandonto

themainroad.

****

ThegangarrivedatuncleFrank'shousewithfour

bagsofflamegrilledchickenfromNandos.



"Iboughtrollsaswellbutnotthesalad,wecan

makeitfresh"Mhlengisaid

"Fourbags??"Frankasked

"Don'twehaveguests?"Mhlengiasked

"Theyleftshortlyafteryou,Idon'tknowwhat

happenedafterCourtneyandZiyandaleft"Frank

said

"AyangizingeniIguessmoreforus"Mhlengireplied

"Yummy!Letmegoandstartwiththesalads…you

canplateforthekids,Sbusigotboredalonesoshe

tookanap"Franksaid

"Thegirlswillgoandgether"Mhlengisaid

Heupdatedhiswhatsappstatusbypostingthe

videoofthechildrenrollingontheflooratthenew

house,immediatelyhenoticedthatThuladowasthe

firsttoviewitsohedecidedtosendatexttoher.

*"Hey"*



Buthegotblueticked,heclickedhistongueand

tookthebagsofchickentothekitchen.

"GoandwakeSbusigentlyinherroom"Mhlengi

screamedtothechildrentheyascendedthestairs

carefullywithNtobekooneitherhands.

****

ThuladotypedaparagraphtoMhlengibutjust

whenshewasabouttosendshedeletedit,shehas

beenlockedinherhousethewholeafternoon,she

dialedNomzamo.

"Hey"shesaidinalowvoice

"Doyouthinkhesleptwithher?"Sheasked

"IfhisanythinglikeFrankthenhedid,IknowFrank

sleptwiththatgirl.Didyouseetheattitudesoyeah



theydid"Zamosaid

"I'velosthim"Shesaidpanicking

"Hey!Relax!Youwillmeetsomeonewhowon't

cheatonyou,it'sbetternowthatyouknowhisnot

asperfectasyouthought.Heisamanafterall,

there'snoneedtocryoverspiltmilk"Zamosaid

"Ilovehim"Shecried

"IloveFranktoo,butIcan'thavehim...tough"Zamo

said,"CanIcomeover?"Zamoasked

"No!Noyoucan't,uhmIwillcomeover"Thulado

said

Shegotreadyanddroveout.Shewastooashamed

tobringNomzamotoherspace.Afterwhatseem

likeforevershearrivedatZamo'shouse.

"Youherefast!"Zamosaidopeningandleadingher

in

"It'sinthenightsotheroadsareempty"Thulado



said

"I'mhorny,shouldIcallsomeguys?"Zamosaid

"No!Pleasedon't,youneedtogobacktochurch

beforeyouselfdestruct"Thuladosaid

"Boring!"Zamosaid

"Whathappenedtoyou?"Thuladoasked.

"Frankhappened,aftereverythingwehavebeen

through,hischuckingmeoutandyouknowwhat

hurts?HehasmoneyandI'mnottheretoenjoymy

fruits,someotherbitchwillenjoy"shesaidpainfully

"IthoughtIwaswrongtofeelthatway,Mhlengi

cannotdothistome"Thuladoalsosaid

"Idon'tunderstand,youandMhlengiweregood!"

Zamosaid,"Howcoincidentallythattheybothgo

coldonusnowthattheyaremonied,likewhatthe

fuck?"Zamosaidwideninghereyes

"I'mahoarder!"Thuladoblurtedout.

"What'sthat?"Zamoaskedperplexed

"IcollectthingsandIcannotthrowthemaway



that'swhyMhlengileftme.IhavetasksthatIhave

todofrommypsychologistandIonlywentasfar

astakingpictures,Ijustdon'twanttothrowmy

thingsaway"shebrokedown

"Ohsweety"Zamosaidhuggingher

Theysatonthecouchinsilencestaringintospace,

Thuladohandedherthephonetoshowherthe

pictures.

"Ohcrap!Isthishowyourplacelooklikenow?

Zamoaskedshocked

"YesandthatswhyIdon'twantvisitors,youguys

wontunderstand"shesnatchedherphoneaway

fromZamo

"Weneedwine!"Zamosaidgettinguponherfeet.

Shescurriedintothekitchen,sheheldontothe

countertryingtoprocessThulado'sfilth.Hoarding?

Whatawaytoromanticizeadirtyperson,shesaid

toherself,shethoughtThuladojustneededa



cleaningcompanythatwillscrubtheplaceandget

ridofallthosepilesandtheproblemwillbesolved.

"CanIbehonestwithyou"Zamosaidcomingfrom

thekitchenwithabottleandglasses

"Okay"Thuladosaidnervously

"Nomanwillstaywithyouifyouarelikethatbabe,

getacleaningservicesandhireapermanenthelper

thereafter"Zamosaidhandingheraglassofwine.

"Justlikenomanwillstaywithyouwithafacelike

that,youlooklikeafrog"Thuladosaidgulpingthe

wine

"Ouch!"Zamosaidhurtfully

"Yeaouch!"Thuladoreplied,"Andbye"Thulado

turnedonherheelsandleft.

Shejumpedinhercarfeelingalittletipsy"Whata

wasteofpetrol"shesaidsteppingonthegas
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Chapter86

BothFrankandMhlengihadtheircoatshangingon

theirchairs,theywereworkingonaperfectplanto

expandtheirbusiness,andonMondaytheywantto



pitchtheirideastotheirnewfoundmentors.

"Ithinktheperfectcandidateswillcomefromthat

listofapplicantsfromKhozalogistics,Nkosanadid

saytheyhavethousandsofapplicationsbut

unfortunatelytheycan'thelpeveryone"Mhlengi

suggested

"Perfectandthatwillsaveusthepainofcreatinga

websitetoexplainourrequirements,wewillfish

themfromtherejusttotakeofftheloadfromthem,

it'stheleastwecando"Frankagreed

"Sorted!!"Mhlengisaidfloppingonhischair

"Thisisnice!"Franksaidgettingonhisfeet

"Whatsnice?"Mhlengiaskedarchinghiseyebrows

"WhenFredandIranSimmonsInc,Iwasn'treally

involved.HedidallthehardworkIjustchippedin

hereandtherethandissapearbutlookatus

spendingaSaturdaymorningattheoffice"he

pausedandchuckled,"Thisisnicebecausein

everythingwehavelost,wehaveallofthistoday



andIhaveabrotheronmyside"hesaidinclosing

"It'scool,IneverthoughtI'dhavesiblings.Bothmy

parentspassedonandIjustknewiwasallby

myself…littledidIknow"Mhlengisaid

"Ithinkweshouldgohavelunchsomewhere"Frank

saidexcitedly

"Agreed!Myphoneisflat,Iwillchargeitinthecar"

Mhlengiwhined

"Mineisabouttoswitchofftoo,letsgo"Franksaid

headingtowardsthedoor

****

Amandamaneuveredthroughthestackoftubsand

pilesofbooks,itwaspackedinawaythatthere

wasstillatinywindingpathintothehouse,Amanda

keptoncallingoutforThuladobuttherewasno

reply.Theoneguardreturnedtohispost,whilethe

otherbraveditupandfollowedAmandadeepinto

thehouse.Thepoorguycouldn'tbelievethatthisis



howtheplaceofabeautifulgirllikeThuladolooked

ontheinside,thestenchintensifiedassoonasthey

reachedtheheartoftheunit.

"Whatisgoingonhere?"thesecurityguardfinally

asked

"It'sasicknessbutshewillbefine,I'mgoing

upstairs,pleasekeepcheckingdownhereshecould

betrappedunderthesepiles"Amandasaid

"Howareyougoingtogetupstairs,lookatthe

staircase"Thesecurityguardaskedpointingatthe

clusterdecoratingthestairs

"Iwillsqueezethrough"Amandaresponded

Sheascendedthestairsasgentlyandcareful,one

bumpandthewholepilewouldtumblewithherin

themiddle,thankGodforherslenderbodyshejust

slidthroughthepathwaydissapearinginthedirt.

Theguardcontinuedlookingaroundeventhough

hiseffortswerequicklydiscouragedbythemess,



hewasjustnotcutoutforthis.Hefoundhimself

standingoutsideforsomefreshair,Amandaarrived

inthebedroomsandasexpectedtheywerestarting

tofillupaswell,alittlelessinthechildren's

bedroombutstillnosignofThulado.

Shetriedhercellphoneoncemorebutnothing.

Meanwhilethesecuritywasstillcontemplating

whethertogobackinornotheheardaringtone

comingfromtheinside,hefolloweditattentively

untillhewasclose,thoughitdieddownbutheknew

exactlywhereitcamefromsohestartedpeeling

thelayersofbooksonlytofinditjustonthefloor.It

musthavefallenandslidunder,judgingbythe

screensaveryoucouldtellitbelongedtoMiss

Mdletshe.Amandaappearedfromupstairslooking

abitdefeated,shesighedirritablywhenshearrived

atthebottomofthestaircase.

"Wherecouldshebe!!"Shesaidplacingherhandon

herforehead



"ItwasringingIfounditunderthispile"Thesecurity

guardsaidhandingthephonetoAmanda

"Iwascalling,Doyouthinkshe'souttherewithno

phone?"Amandaposedaquestiontotheguard,he

justshruggedhisshoulders,"Maybeshelostit,it

happensallthetimewhenyouarelivingin

conditionslikethis,youloseyourjewelery,your

petsandallthenittygrittystuff,thenslowlyyou

startlosingyourself"Amandasaidasifshe's

talkingtoherself

"I'mconfused"thesecurityguardsaid

"Aahit'snothing"Amandasaiddismissively,she

didn'twanttoenduptellingstrangersabouther

clientsdiagnosis.

Theywerenowstandingoutside,Amandatryingto

getgetaholdofMhlengibuthisphonewasoff.

"Areyoufindinganything?"Amandaaskedthe

guard



"There'snothingthatshows,Mhlengiistheonly

numberonthecalllogexceptforansmsthatshe

receiveddaysago"Theguardsaid

"Nofriends,nofamily??Whoisthemessage

from??"Amandaaskedshockingly

"Mkhuzeni,heseemstoknowherwellbuteveryone

issavedbytheirnamessoit'shardtotellwhois

who"Theguardreplied

"LetmetryMhlengionelasttime,youcallthe

numberandaskifheknowsThulado"Amandasaid

ShestemmedawaydialingMhlengionelasttime,

whilethesecuritydialledMkhuzeni.Amanda

thankedherluckystarswhenMhlengipicksup.

"Thankgoodness!Ihavebeentryingtocontactyou"

Amandasaidheavingasighofrelief

"Mybatterydied…what'sup??"Mhlengiasked

"I'mherebytheEstateandThuladoisnothere,we

foundherphoneunderpiles.MhlengiI'mworried



abouther"Amandasaidworryingly

"Iwillsendyouherfriendsnumbersinthe

meantime,she'sprobablywithZamoorNanaand

whenI'mdoneattheofficeIwillpassbytheEstate"

Mhlengisaid

"Iwanttocallacleaningcompany,it'stimeto

speedthisup"Amandasaidnervously

"IsaidI'mdone!!"Mhlengisaidinasterntone

"Iknowyoustillcare"Amandaresponded

"OfcourseIcare,butshewillbelividandbefore

youknowit,theclutterwillgrowagain.Iknowthis

toowell,Thuladodoesn'twanthelpunfortunately"

Mhlengiadded

"Onelasttime??"Amandaaskedanxiously

"Fine…callthecompany,I'lltakethefallbutletme

warnyou...youarewastingyourtime"Mhlengisaid

hangingup

Amandasmiledlookingatthesecurityguard.



"And?"Shesaid

"Mkhuzeniisonhisway,hesaidhisThulado's

husband"Thesecuritysaidlookingevenmore

perplexed

"What??Amandawhathaveyoudone"shesaid

lowlytouchingherforehead

"Pleasemam,Idon'twanttrouble.Asyoucansee

Thuladoisnothere,Ithinkit'stimefortogo"He

said

"I'msorry,ifthisisproblematicIwilltakethe

blame…thankyou.Acleaningcompanywillcome

alongwithMhlengi"Shesaid

Thesecurityguardfollowedheroutofthepremises

wherehercarwasparkedoutside.

****



Nanalookedatherphoneforthelongestoftime,it

hasbeenawhilesincesheheardfromThuladoand

nowshegetsacallfromstrangersaskingforher.

ShewasdoneforcingherselfintoThulado'slife,

sheclearlychosewhichsideshewassettlingfor.

AccordingtoherThuladoalwaysthoughtshewas

betterthaneveryone,she'sthekindthatkeepsto

herselfandhasridiculousrulesonwhentovisither,

itwasalltoomuchforNana.

Shefelttoogrownupforsuchfriendshippolitics

andafterSfisoleftshedecidedtofocusonherself

andhertherapyandleavetheperfectpeoplealone.

Shewasdoingwellatthesupermarketanda

promotionwaslingeringoverherheadandshe

didn'tevenwanttoblink,justincaseshemissesit.

Howniceitwouldbetobeasupervisorratherthan

justacashier,itwouldprobablychangehershifts

andgivehermorefreedomtodootherthings.She

suddenlyfoundaninterestonorphanagesand

wantedtodomoretohelp.



****

Mhlengiunbuttonedhiscrispwhiteshirtbefore

drivingoutoftheofficeparkinglot,hewastomeet

thecleaningcompanyattheEstate.Hopefullysee

Thuladoaswell,afterafewminuteshelethimself

inandsecuritystoppedhim.

"Everythinggood?"Mhlengiasked

"Yesboss,thecompanyisalreadyintherebutI

wantedtogiveyouMissMdletshe'sphone,the

whiteladyleftitherewithme"Hesaidhandingover

Thulado'sphone

"Ohok,thankyou,letmeseewhatthesepeopleare

doinginthere"Hedrovedownthepathintotheir

home.

Thecompanyhadfilledonevanwithdirtandthey

werereadytogoanddumpit,Mhlengigavethema

thumbsupashepagedthroughThulado'sphone.



HiseyeslandedonmisscallsfromMkhuzeni,his

moodchangedinstantly,hereadthemessageon

Thulado'sinboxoverandoveragain.

*I'msorryforeverythingIhavedone,I'machanged

mannow,Ievengotochurch.Lifehasreallytaught

mesomegoodlessons,Pleasegivemeachanceto

makethingsright*

ThesmscamethroughaweekagoandThulado

havebeenignoringMhlengialongwiththekids,

wassheconsideringgoingbacktoMkhuzeni??

Mhlengiwasinfuriated,heswitchedoffThulado's

phoneandenteredthehouse.

©ZamaGambusheYenga,2021
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Chapter87

Mhlengisatinhiscarwhilethecleaningstaff

marchedupanddownwithbagsfilledwithtrash

fromthehouse,hecouldn'thelpitbuttoscan

aroundhopingtoseeThuladoappearingfrom

somewhere,itwasallconfusingbecausehercar

wasstillparkedintheyard.Hisphonestarted

ringingsnappinghimoutofhisinvestigative

thoughts.

"Sure"Hesaidwithasmirk

"Krugerlamakrugerkuhambani??"heasked

"ahmfethukuyalenale!Siyahlanganisa,howisJozi



treatingyou?"Mhlengiasked

"Itwilltakealotofadjustingbutit'sgood,metup

withafewgentsthisside"heresponded

"Sfisobro,crimeisaddictivebuttheconsequences

bro,yousawhowIsuffered.Youhaveajob,focus

onit"Mhlengisaid

"Ahrelax,I'malertplusI'mintheforcesoIwon'tbe

detected"Sfisoreplied

"Thatsthethingaboutcrime,foraslongasyou

aren'tcaught,it'sneverending.Theandrenalineand

motivationtodomore,youthinkyouareinvincible

thereforeyoucandowhateveryouwantbutone

daykrugeryourwholelifewillsplashbeforeyou

andyouwillwishforarewindbuttonbutitwon'tbe

there.Izwaminanjayami,it'snotworthit,focuson

yourjob"Mhlengiadded

"YougettingsoftandcoldKruger"Sfisosaid

"No!ThisisnotaboutsoftnessorweaknessbutI

knowbetter!!"Mhlengiresponded

"Howismygirl??"Sfisochangedthesubject



"Ihaven'tseenher,she'sveryscarceprobably

healingfromtheheartbreak"Mhlengianswered

"Pleasekeepaneyeonherforme"Sfisosaid

"Surecase"hehungup

Mhlengisighedscratchinghishead,Sfisohasbeen

hisfriendfromthegloryoldkrugerdaysandhis

relocationisbecomingsomethingelse,hewas

hopingthatallhisfriendsinthe26gangwould

learnfromhismistakesbuthewasclearlywrong.A

messageindicatingthathehadamissedcallfrom

Frankpoppeduponhisscreen,thereforehedialed

himback.

"And?"Frankanswered

"Nothing,she'sstillnothere.I'mwaitingforthe

cleaningcompanytofinishandIwillgohome"

Mhlengisaid

"Areyouokay?Yousounddown"Frankasked

"It'sSfiso,Ithoughtwithallthemoneyweacquired



fromheistandthenewjobasadetectivewillkeep

himbusybutIwaswrong.Iexpectedthisbehavior

fromtheyoungerKrugersnothim.Hisinvolvedin

someheavyshitinJoburgandIcan'tshakethat

feeling"Mhlengisaid

"LookSfisoisanadult,hisevenolderthanyou.

There'sabsolutelynothingyoucandoforhimgoing

forward,ifheisadamantaboutthiskindoflifethen

whoarewe??"Frankresponded

"Hedoesn'tknowtheaftermath,andlomthaka

unezinganemfethu!"Mhlengisaidreleasingasigh

"Youaren'tresponsibleforhim,hisagrownman"

Frankadded

"So!Youweretryingtocallme?"Mhlengiasked

"Yeah"hechuckled,"YouknowSbusiwasmeantto

beatapartyhenceIcouldn'thavehervisitthis

weekend.Icalledherandsheinnocentlybroke

downherdayindetails"Frankpaused

"Ok?"Mhlengisaid

"Therewasnoparty,shewasathometheentire



time,whenIaskedZamo,sherudelytoldmethat

theycanceledthepartyonlastminute"Frankadded

"Lies!"Mhlengisaidchuckling

"Exactly!!"YouseewhatIhavetogothrough?"

Franksaidwithasigh

"Women…eyletmecallyouback,I'mhearing

commotioncomingfrominsidethehouse"Mhlengi

said

"Maybetheyfoundasnake"Franksaidchuckling

"That'shighlypossible"Mhlengisaidandhehung

up

Mhlengipickeduphispaceashestretchedhislong

legsstridingtowardsthehouse,twoguysandtwo

ladieshoveredaroundsomething.

"Whatsgoingon?"Mhlengiaskedanxiously

"Yohnkosiyam!"oneoftheladiesshrieked

"What??Khulumani!!"Mhlengiroared



Herushedtothespotbutimmediatelystoppedat

histrackswhenhiseyesmetwithherlying

unconsciouslyonthecoldground,Mhlengi'sbody

wentstiff,hestoodthereinuttershock.

"Whatshouldwedo?,theoneguyasked"Mhlengi

juststoodtherewithhismouthdroppedandhis

eyeswideopened

"Checkherpulse"theoneladysaid

AfteragoodminuteMhlengisnappedoutofitand

crouchedtoherlevel.

"Thuladowhathaveyoudone?"hesaidlowly

Hepickedherupandrushedoutofhouse,the

cleaningstafffollowedhim.



"Youguysfinishup,mybrotherwillcomeand

checkbeforeyouguysleave…I'mrushinghertothe

hospital"Mhlengisaid

HeplacedThuladogentlyattheback,hewasn't

sureifshewasaliveordead.

****

*AttheHospital*

Itwasnow7pmandMhlengiwassittingoutsidethe

hospitalpatio,deepinhisthoughts,itwasamixture

ofeverything.Hislife,thechildren,Thuladoandthe

business.Justwhenhisfinanciallystableandhis

businessesarecomingup,Thuladodecidesto

deterioratecausinghimtostress.Inhisdreams

afterjailheimaginedhimselfinhishousewithhis

wifeandchildrenboyhewaswrong…verywrong.

HedialedFrank.



"Hey!"Hesaidplayingwiththebuttonsofhisshirt

"Heyhowisshe?"Frankasked

"Idon'tknow…theyhaven'tsaidanything"He

sniffed

"Thekidsareatmyhouse,ItoldPagetogohome.

Thulado'shouseissparkling,Ichecked…wecould

justcomethereifyouwant"Franksaidworried

"No"Mhlengicuthimshort,"Idon'twantmy

childrentoseemelikethis,Imessedupwith

Thulado.Ishouldn'thavelostitwithher,sheneeds

me…damnit!!Iwastooblindtosee,Sheneedsme"

Mhlengisaidwipinghistears

"Andyouarethere…okay…wearenotperfectas

humanbeings.Sometimeswemakedecisionsthat

soundgoodatthetimebutwerealizelaterthatwe

werewrong"Franksaid

"Irememberthefirsttimeilaidmyeyesonher,she

wasbeautifulandinnocent.Thoughshehidmethat

nightbutIhadalottosayinmymind.Howcanshe



allowastrangertoseekrefugeinherhouse,ifthe

mobfoundmeinhershackthatnightshewas

goingtobeinbigtrouble.Iwatchedhersoldieron

coveringupformewhenIdidn'thaveanythingnot

onceshegaveuponmebutlookwhatIhavedone"

hesniffedsomemore

"Hey!Don'tbehardonyourself.Youdiditforthe

children"Frankadded

"No…Iwasgivinguponher…shedeteriorated

becauseofme,shewastrappedundertheclutter

Frank…myshortybrotrappedunderthedirtwhile

I'mlivingitupinabighouse.EvennowIdon'tknow

howbadherconditionis,Ifeellikeshit"Mhlengi

saidhangingup

****

Mhlengireturninsidethehospitalafterwhatseem

likeforever,shesatonthebenchesinthewaiting

area.Justwhenshewasstretchinghislegsgetting

comfortableMkhuzenistridedinfollowedbytwo



guysinBrentwoodandgolfT-shirts,Mkhuzeniin

hisredCarvela's.Hescannedaroundthewaiting

areaspottingMhlengibutdisregardedhimashe

washeadingtowardsthereceptionist.

"I'mhereforMissMdletshe"Mkhuzenisaid

"Oh!Howareyoutworelated?"Thereceptionist

asked

"She'smywife"Hesaidconfidently

"Oh…"thereceptionistsaidconfused,shekept

stealingglancesatMhlengiwhowascalmlysitting

down,"Thedoctorsarestillbusywithher,youcan

findaseatsir"Thereceptionistconcluded

Mkhuzeniandhisfriendsfoundanemptybench

andsatdown,Mhlengicouldfeeltherageinsideof

himpiercingtocomeoutbuthetriedbyallmeans

tostayincontroluntilheknowsexactlywhat

Mkhuzeniwasuptoo.



Afteracoupleofminutesofawkwardsilence,a

doctorappearedfromthewalkwaycarryinghis

clipboard.

"MissMdletshe?"heaskedscanningaroundthe

waitingarea,boththemenstoodup,"Okonlyone

visitoratatime,sheisverytiredandneedsrest,

takeiteasy"Thedoctorsaidandwalkedaway

MhlengiandMkhuzeniglaredateachother,the

coldwarwasevidentintheroomandwhowillgoin

firstwastheprizetobewontoday.
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AfteranintensestaringcompetitionMkhuzeni

shruggedhisshoulderssteppingback.

"Thebabydaddycangoinfirst"hesaid,hisremark

followedbyademeaningsmirk

Mhlengiclenchedhisfistenraged,heturnedonhis

heelsandtrekkedtowardsThulado'sward,assoon

ashiseyeslandedonthehospitalbedhisheart

begantohurtagain.Ifhewastherenoneofthis

wouldhavehappened,hepulledachairpositioning

itnexttohischerieandstaredatherbeautifulface.

Eveninabluehospitalgown,shewasstillthemost

beautifulwomanhehaseverseen,heslowlytraced



hisfingersonherarmandthatearnedhimamoan

andawigglefromthepatient.Thuladobeganto

openhereyesslightly.

"Shhh"Mhlengisaid

"F-fuze"Thuladowhispered

"It'sokay,thedoctorsaidyoumustrest.Youdon't

havetosayanything"Mhlengisaidsoftly

"Mykids!Howarethey?"Thuladoasked

"Theyaregood,Frankhasthem"Heresponded

"Iwastryingtodomytasks,Iwaspackinginthe

children'sroombutthenIcouldn'tfindmyphone,I

wantedtocallAmanda.Inthelastsessionshe

instructedmetotakepicturesfirstthenstartslowly

andchoosethingsinthepilesthatI'mwillingtolet

go.Itrippeddownthestairsandknockedoffa

stackofbooks,itcametumblingcoveringme

completely,thedoctorsaidIsprainedmyankleand

hitmyheadhard"Thuladopaused

"Thecleaningstafffoundyouunconsciousunder



theclutter,afterAmandasearchedforyoudefeated

inthehouse.Theyfoundyourphonethough"

Mhlengisaid

"Whoisthey?Therewaspeopleinmyplace?

AmandawasinmyhouseMhlengi?"shesaid

gettinganxious

"Yestherewerepeopleinyourhouseokay!Relax!

Infactwewouldn'thavefoundyouifitweren'tfor

Amandaandthesecurities"Mhlengiadded

"Oh!Yeah!Iguess…thankyou"Thuladosaid

lookingaway

"Yourhusbandisoutside"Mhlengiblurtedout

"Husband?"Thuladoaskedconfused

"Yestheoneyouhavebeencommunicatingwith"

Mhlengisaid,"Isawyourmessages"headded

"Soyouwentthroughmyphone?CanIhaveitback

pleaseandwhocalledhimhere?"Thuladoasked

irritably

"Idon'tknow,buthisheretellingeveryonehisyour

husband.Iwonderwhatyoupromisedhim"Mhlengi



probed

"Don'tyoudarestartwithmeMhlengi,don't.It's

noneofyourbusinesswhoItalktoo,becauseyou

movedouttakingmychildrenthenyouflaunted

yourwhitebitchwithaflatassinmyfaceandIsaid

nothing.Lethaifoniyamihawunx"Thuladospat

"Thuladu!"Mhlengiwarned

"Pleasebringmemychildren,Imissthem"Thulado

said

"Thisishowyoutalktomenow?IsitMkhuzenior

thatdoctoratyourworkplace?Yougettingadick

Thulado?That'swhyyouarespeakingtomelikeI'm

sometrash?"Mhlengiasked

"Yousaidmyhusbandisoutside,pleasegoand

bringmychildren"Thuladoadded,Mhlengistoodup

andleft.

"Givememyphone!!"Thuladoscreamed,"Mhlengi!"

shecalledout,buthewasgone

Mkhuzenienteredafteraminute,hewalkedin



slowlywithhishandsinhispockets,histrousers

thoroughlyironedandit'screasessosharpitcould

sliceaflyintwo.HegrinnedgawkingatThulado,he

satdownhiseyesstillfixedonher.

"Mama!"hesaid

"Whatareyoudoinghere?"Thuladoaskedcuriously

"I'mheretoseeyou"Mkhuzenireplied

"Seemeforwhat?"Thuladoasked

"Lookirecievedacallthatyouweremissing,and

I'mhere.Howareyoufeeling?"Mkhuzeniasked

genuinely

"I'mokay…nowthatyouhaveseenmeyoucango,I

don'twanttrouble"Shesaid

"Troublewithyourbabydaddy?"Mkhuzenisaid

thenhechuckled,"LikeIsaidonthephoneI'ma

changedman,I'mherebecauseIcareaboutyou

nottocauseproblemsbutifIfindoutthatNgcobo

isresponsibleforyourhospitalizationthanIwill

act"Mkhuzenisaid



"Act?"Thuladosaidlaughinghard,"Mhlengiisnota

cowardMthethwa,I'mnotherebecauseofhim"

Thuladoadded

"Thenexplainwhyheleftfurioushuh?Youtwoare

fighting…anywayit'snoneofmybusiness.Iknowi

mademistakesbeforebutIhavechangedandI

wouldneverdothethingsIhavedonebefore.Ifyou

givemeanotherchanceyouwillseeforyourself,

PleasemaMdletshe"Mkhuzenipleaded

"NoMkhuzeni,stopitalready"Thuladosaid

"Iwon'tgiveup!wherearethekids"Mkhuzeniasked

"Theyarewiththeirfather"Shereplied

"Youknowhowtoleaveamark"Mkhuzeniblurted

out,"Irememberthefirsttimewespokeunderthe

shelter,therewasjustsomethingmagicalabout

you.Thenyouopenedyourmouth,thisshortlittle

stubbornthing"Mkhuzenichuckled,"Youcaptured

myheartandallIwantedtodo,wastomakeyou

mine"Headded

"Yes!Untilyoustartedsleepingwithschoolgirls,

youlaidyourhandsonme,harrasedmyfamily



Mkhuzeni…youdon'tdothattopeoplethatyou

love"Thuladorespondedsadly

"IknowImessed,IwishIcouldrewindsoIcan

showyouhowmuchIloveyou"Hesaid

"I'mexhausted"Thuladosaidwithaslightyawn

"Thedoctorsaidso,letmeleaveyoutorestIwill

seeyoutomorrow"Mkhuzenisaid

"Oryoucouldgobackhometoyourwivesandkids"

Thuladoshotback

"Youalsomywifetraditionally…remember?"

Mkhuzenisaidwithasmile

"Hambauyofa!"Thuladochuckled

"Seeyoutomorrowwifey"Mkhuzeniblewherakiss

andwalkedout

"Mxm"Thuladoutteredshakingherhead.

****



*AtFrank'shouse*

"WhatisPagestilldoinghere?"Mhlengiasked

"Sheofferedtokeepthekidscompany,Iguessshe

couldseehowdistressedIwas"Frankanswered

"Sheevencooked?"Mhlengiaskedraisinghisone

brow

"Yeah!"Sheinsisted

"She'smyaupairandshe'sastudentFrank"

MhlengisaidglaringatFrank

"Iknowthatalreadyhawu"Frankresponded

"Behave!"Mhlengisaidfloppingonthecouch

"Relaxhawu,yenashe'sbeautifulbutNomzamo

wouldmakemylifealivinghell.Imissmychurch

girl"hechuckled

"Youareresponsibleforthatdragonyouunleashed

inher"Mhlengisaidlaughing

"Iknow"Franksaidheavingasigh,"Soyouactually

leftthatguyatthehospitalwithyourshorty?"Frank



asked

"Ididn'thaveachoice,IcouldhavestalledbutI

waspissedalready"Mhlengisaid

"Yeah!Letstalkaboutthat…velewhyareyouangry?

Hittingaspliflikeyourlifedependedonit?"Frank

exclaimed

"That'stheonlythingthatcankeepmecalm,but

uyambonauThuladumfethu!Thatshortlittlething…

hmmm"Mhlengihuffed

"Ohdear!"Franksaidsittingback

"Youshouldseeherbro,hermouth,therudeness

it'sonsteriods,she'sdamnluckyIloveher"Mhlengi

added

"AyudlalangoThulado,Nomzamoisthecrazybitch

here,lookatallthethingsshe'sdoing"Franktriedto

levelup

"Nah!Thuladouyadelelanje,shetoldmetogo

becauseherhusbandisoutside,justbecauseI

wentthroughherphone"Mhlengisaid

"She'sjustupset,youhavetoadmitshe'sgoing



throughalot"Frankresponded

"Igetthatbut"Mhlengipausedandsighed

"Butnothing,youneedtogetthatfarmboyoutof

here.Youtoldmehisawizardandyetyoulefthim

withyourgirl"Franksaid

"IknowallofthatbutThuladohasbeentalkingto

him,shemadeitclearit'snoneofmybusiness.

LookIreallywanttoturnanewleafnotjustforme

butformychildren,ifIreactI'mgoingbacktojail

andmykidswillbeleftwithahoardingmother.

WorseIknowThuladowillgobacktothatskhwama

shouldIgetlockedup,soIrefusetoreactbecause

thatwouldbelikeI'mhandingovermyfamilytohim

onasilverplatter…nah"Mhlengisaid

"Nowthatyouputitlikethat,guesswestanding

down"Franksaid

"Yeah!Westanddown,Iwillbethereforherstillbut

Iwilltrymybesttoignorethemandfocusonmy

kidsandthebusiness"Mhlengiadded

"Myman"FranksaidfistpumpingMhlengi



Pagecamethroughwithatrayoffoodplacing

infrontofthemen,shesmiledandwalkedaway.

"Lookatthisfoodbro,itsurelywenttoaprivate

school"Franksaidgrabbingaplate

"I'mpayingforallofthis,thisisovertimefor

Page…uzosebenzaminala"Mhlengicomplained

"Yesandyougoingtopayher,rememberweekend

isdouble"Franksaidwithamouthful

"Fokoff"Mhlengisaidashegrabbedhisplate

"She'ssleepingoverright?It'slate"Frankasked

"YouknowwhatmaybethePhantomshouldreturn

becauseyouareslowlygoingbacktoyourold

ways"MhlengisaidsideeyeingFrank

"Godforbid!!"Franksaid,theybotheruptedin

laughter,"I'mjustbeingnice…relax"Franksaid

honestly.
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ThenextdayMhlengiparkedhisMercedesinthe

hospitalparkinglot,hejumpedoutsohecould

unbuckledNtobekowhilethetwinsdismantled

themselves.Theexhilarationwasunmissable,the

kidsmissedtheirmotheragreatdeal.



"YouseewhyItoldyoutowearyourjackets?"

Mhlengiasked

"ButI'mnotcolddaddy,Iwantedmummytoseemy

newpinkdress"Luminjaloresponded

"Youaren'tcoldbecauseyouarewearingajacket"

Mhlengishotback

"It'sokayLumi,youwilltakeoffthejacketandshow

mummythedress…rightdaddy?"Lubanziasked

"Yes!Nowcomeletsgo"Thechildrenfollowed

Mhlengiinside.

Theywalkedintothefoyer,passingthereceptionist,

Lubanzispottedthevendingmachineandpaused.

"DaddycanIpleasegetsomethingfromthis

machine"Lubanziaskedpointingatit

"NotnowLubi,letsgo"Mhlengisaidanxiously

"Prettyplease"Lubanzipleaded,Mhlengistaredat



herthenheavedasigh

"Fine…whatdoyouwant?"Heaskedputting

Ntobekodown,hereachedoutforhiswallet

"CanIpleasehavethechipsandchocolates"

Lubanzisaid

"Metoo"Luminjaloscreamed

Mhlengiselectedthesnacksasperrequest,he

slottedthemoneyinandwatchedthefacesofhis

childrenlitupasthesnacksfelltothebottomslot

ofthemachine.

"I'mgoingtosharemychocolatewithmummy"

Lubanzisaid,Mhlengilookedatherandsmiled

"Thankyoudaddy"Luminjalosaid

"Thankyousomuchdaddy"Lubanzifollowed

"Youwelcomednowcanwego?"Mhlengiasked

andthekidsnoddedtheirheads.



Astheywindeddownthehallwayandintothe

waitingarea,thetwinsrecognizedMkhuzeniwho

wasonthephone,theybothheldontoeithersideof

Mhlengi'slegs.

"Whatswrong?"Mhlengiaskedperplexed

"Wedon'twanttolivewithuncle,wewanttostay

withyou"Luminjalosaidinavergeoftears

"UncleFrank?"Mhlengiaskedstillconfused

"Nohim"Thetwinssaidtogether,pointingat

Mkhuzeniwiththeireyes

"What?Never!Hisheretoseemummynotforyou"

Mhlengiassuredthem,hehuggedthembothand

plantedkissesontheirforeheads

"Idon'tlikehishouseinfacthiswholefamilyis

mean"Lumisaid

"Andournewhouseisnicer,ithasapoolanda

garden"Lubisaid



Mkhuzenispottedthemwalkingawayhewavedat

thembutthekidslookedawayclutchingontotheir

father,Mhlengicouldn'twaittoreachthewardso

thegirlscouldrelaxabit.Eventuallytheywere

insideandThuladowassittingonherbuttocks

staringatthefood.

"Nothungry??"Mhlengiaskedinhisthunderous

voice

"I'mwishingforsomegreasyfood"Thulado

admitted

"Ididn'thavetimetoprepareamealforyoubutI

haveorderedfood,Frankisbringingit"Mhlengi

replied

"Mykids"Thuladoshrieked

Ntobekostartedcryingreachingouthisarms

towardsThulado,Mhlengilethimgoontohis

mother'sarms.



"Mum!dadsaidwhenyoubetteryoucancomelive

withusinthenewhouse"Luminjaloblurtedout

"Newhousehuh?"ThuladosaidlookingatMhlengi

buthejustlookedaway

"YesLubanzisaid,it'sbeautifulmummy,Ipray

everydaythatyougetbetterbecauseImissyou"

Lubanzisaid

TearswelledupThulado'seyes,everythingthat

madeherheartbeatwasrightinfrontofher,she

didn'trealizehowmuchshemissedthemnowthat

theywereallsurroundingher.Shewipedhertears

andstartedticklingNtobekowhocouldn'tstop

giggling.

"I'mgoingtogetbetter"Thuladosaidoutoftheblue,

"Ipromise"sheadded

"I'msorryfortakingthemaway"Mhlengisaid

reachingoutforThulado'shands,suddenly

lightningboltssparkedastheirhandstouched,they



lookedintoeachothereyesandthedesiregrew

instantly.

"Familyreunion?"Avoiceatthedoorcriedout

"Whycan'tyouwaitforyourturn?"Mhlengiasked

gettingonhisfeet

"Relax!Whymustyoubelikethiskukhona

izingane...relax"Mkhuzenisaid,"PlusIwashere

first,Ijuststeppedoutbecauseofaphonecall"he

added

"Argh"Mhlengisaidsteppingback,heslidhishand

inhissweatpantsandwalkedtowardsthewindow

andthetwinsfollowedhim

"Mama!IneedtoreturntoMpofanabutIwillcall

youandletmeknowwhenyougetdischarged"

Mkhuzenisaid

"ItwasniceofyoutocomebutI'mgood…really…

pleaseyoudon'thavetocomehere"Thuladosaid

"No…Iinsist..It'stheleastIcandoaftereverything

Iputyouthrough"Mkhuzenisaidhonestly



"Safetravelsthen"Thuladosaid

"Angisatholingishoamanzie-orintshi?"(I'mnot

gettingevenakiss)

"Aiboforwhat"Thuladolaughed

"Justforclosure"Mkhuzeniaskedlickinghislips

"ByeMkhuzeni"Thuladosaid

HeleaneddownaimingforhercheekbutMhlengi

yankedhimaway.

"Ungazodakwasaan!I'mgoingtocounttothree,if

younotoutofhere.Iwilldragyououtmyselfnx.

Firstofallyourpresencealoneisdisturbingmy

children'speace,andnowyouwanttostall…fuseg

hamba"Mhlengisaidthroughgrittedteeth

"whoah!"Franksaidwalkingin,"Calmdownbro"he

pleaded

"ThekidsMhlengi"Thuladobegged



MhlengiletgoofagrinningMkhuzeni,hefixedhis

golfT-shirtandwalkedout.

"And?Ithoughtwestandingdown?"Frankasked,

"Heykoti,hereisyourfood"hesaidplacingaRoco

mamabrownbaginfrontofThulado

"Thanks"Thuladosaid

Mhlengiwalkedoutthetwinswantedtofollowbut

Frankcalledthembackin.

"Iwantdaddy"Lubanzisaid

"Hiscomingback"Frankassuredthem

"Hisnotgoingtodoanythingstupidright?"Thulado

asked

"Nah!Hisgoingforawalk"Frankreplied,

"MummyIboughtyouachocolatefordessert"

Lubanzisaid



"Don'tlie,youdidn'tbuyit.Dadputmoneyinthe

machineandthesnackscameout"Luminjalospat

"Yes!ButIaskeddaddytodothat"Lubanziargued

"Youdidn'tbuyit,itcamefromthemachine"Lumi

saidcheekily

"Youbeingmean"Lubanzisaidclosingherfaceand

foldingherarms

"Thankyoumyangel"ThuladosaidtoLubanzi,she

glaredatLumi,shelookeddown

"SorryLubibutyoudidn'tbuyit"shemumbledthe

lastpart

Frankjustsmiledshakinghishead,thekidsbegan

toplayamongstthemselveswhileThuladoateher

burgerandchips,Frankremainedquietfocusedon

hisphone.Mhlengireturnedlookingrathercalm

withredeyes.

"I'mgoingtoNomzamosoIcanseemygirlbeforeI

starttheweekagainsinceIwastrickedintonot



spendingtimewithher"FranksaidtoMhlengi

"Noproblem,thanksbroforcollectingmyorder"

Mhlengireplied

"Soisthatthehusband?"FrankaskedThulado

gaspedinshock

"Yes!"Mhlengirepliedholdinginagiggleandthey

eruptedinlaughtersomuchtoThulado's

annoyance

"hahaha"Thuladosaid,"Iwasbewitched"Shesaid

inherdefense

"Likeyoulitterallypairedyourselfwiththatgoofball"

Frankemphasizedashelaughedsomemore

"Yeahjustlikehowyouwereinacultforriches"

Thuladoshotback

"Ouch!"Franksaidhisfacechangedinstantly,"Bye

guys"HesaidtoMhlengiandthechildren.

"I'msickandtiredofpeoplepickingonme"Thulado

screamed

"Whatever"Mhlengimumbled



"Whatwasthat?Firstofallyouleft…after

everythingwehavebeenthroughyouleftmeata

timewhenIneededyouthemost,thenyouconspire

withAmandatocleanmyhousewithoutmy

permission.I'mstillgoingtoreportAmandafor

invadingmyprivacylikethat,youtwodeprivedmea

chancetoactuallythrowthosethingsmyself

Mhlengi.Whenwillyoustoptreatingmelikeachild?

"Thuladohuffed

"I'msorry"Mhlengisaidlowly

"Youaresorry?Courtney?Areyousorryabouther

too?"sheaskedwipinghertears

"Canwetalkaboutthissomeothertime,there's

kidshere.IalreadytraumatizedthemwithwhatI

justdidhere…cumon"Mhlengipleaded

Thuladoopenedhermouthtosaysomethingbut

nothingcameout,shewipedhertearsandlaidback

downonthebed.Mhlengijustsattherestaringat

her,hewasstillmadthatMkhuzeniwasaboutto

kissherandThuladowasgoingtoallowhimbut



thiswasnotthetimeforthat.

©ZamaGambusheYenga,2021

[11/22,14:52].:Adiamondintherough

|

|

|

|

|

|

Chapter90

Mhlengienteredtheward,itwaslikethewhole

worldwassittingonhisshoulder,hefloppedonthe

chairasThuladolimpedaroundthebedgathering

herbelongings.



"Doyouneedahand?"Heasked

"Nothanks,I'mfine"Shereplied

"Ohksuityourself,I'mgoingforasmoke.Ringme

whenyourdischargepapersarrive"Hestoodup

andleft

Thuladoputallherexcessclothesinthebag,the

doctorgaveherthegreenlighttogohomeand

Mhlengiofferedtodropheroff.Herphonerangon

topofthesidecupboard,sheanswered.

"HeyNomzamo!"

"Girl…Iheardwhathappened,mygoodness"She

saidworryingly

"Yeah,iguessthewholeworldknowsnow"Thulado

responded

"It'snotlikethat,youknowIhavebeeneducating

myselfeversinceyoutoldmeabouthoardingandI

justwanttosayI'mreallysorryforwhatIsaid…I

didn'tknow,I'msorryImadeyoualldefensive



insteadofbeingthereforyoumyfriend"Shesaid

genuinely

"AaahNomzamo!Youjusthadtodothisnow?

GoshwheredoIbegin,Imissedyou.Ineeded

someonebutIjustkeeppushingeveryoneaway.

Nonhlanhla,Nana,youandmostimportantly

Mhlengi.I'mtheonewhoneedstoapologize,I'm

sorryforsayingyoulooklikeafrog"Thuladosaid

withtearsstreamingdownherface

"Youwererightandifyoudidn'tsaythat,Iprobably

wouldn'thavegonetotheherbalistyoumustsee

myfacenow…sothankyouforbeingbrutally

honest"Nomzamogiggled

"Youwent??WowI'mglad…isitworking?"Thulado

asked

"Likeacharm,Icanseeadifferencealready.Idrink

andsteamthenthere'sanointment,it'sreallygood

stuff",Zamoelaborated

"WhenI'mrestedIwillcomebyI'llbringthechildren

sowecanallhangout"Thuladosaid.

"Greatidea,mayberesumeourchurchSundays,it's



beenawhile"Zamoadded

"ForthekidsIwillendureseeingIfe'sannoyingface,

thatguyismakingmylifehell"Thuladoadmitted

"Ife?Really?"Zamoasked

"Yeah,heseriouslywantsmetobehisside

cabangaandremembermyex?"Thuladoasked

"Yes!ThestaunchZuluguyfromMpofana?"

"Yes!Him…Idon'tknowhowbutAmandamy

psychologistcalledhimandhewashereand

pissedoffMhlengi"Thuladogiggled

"WhereisNjabulowhenIneedhim,Iwanttoshow

Frankflames.Hisbeenignoringmypresenceandit

hurtsyezwa"Zamoadmitted

"Isitworthitthough?Wedon'tneedtoselfdestruct

togettheirattentionyouknow,honestlyIdid

capitalizeonMkhuzeni'spresencebutIwouldn't

havedoneitdeliberately.IloveMhlengiandIknowI

wouldn'twanthimtomoveon,IthinkI'dloseit"

Thuladosaid

"IloveFranktoobutIjustdon'tunderstandwhywe



aren'ttogether,ithurtsbecauseIlaiddownmylife

becauseIhaddecidedthatit'shimornoone.How

doIsuppresstheseevilthoughtsinmyhead?"she

asked

"Idon'thavealltheanswersbutIonceheardthat

silenceisjustasloudmaybepretendlikehedoesn't

affect.Treathimnormalandcryinthebedroom

justtoreleasebutasfarasheisconcernedyou

aren'tabitterbitchyabo!"Thuladosaid

"Ithoughtreactingandtalkingwasbetterbottling

thingsup?"Zamoasked

"Yesanditworkswondersinsomesituationsbut

sometimesyoujusthavetobestrong,lookatNana.

Shechosetoexpresspubliclyhowshefeltinside,i

thinkthingswerebetterwhenitwasonlyafew

peopleknewwhereshe'scomingfromnow

everywhereshegoestheyjustseeagolddigger

whogotwhatshedeserved,nowshe'sdistancing

herselffromeveryonebecauseofallthe

humiliation"Thuladoadded

"True,talkingaboutNana…haveyoucheckedon



her?"sheasked

"Honestlyno…Ihavebeensooccupiedwithmy

ownshitthatiscreenedeveryoneout,Ilastsawher

atthatbraai"Thuladoadmittedshamefully

"Yohthat'sbad"

"Tellmeaboutit,lookI'mgettingdischargedand

thedoctorishere.Iwillcallyoulater"shehungup

Thedoctorplacedthepapersonthedeskbelowthe

patientsbed,hesmiledatThulado.

"Youareahealthworkersoyouknowwhatyou

needtodomissMdletshe"Thedoctorsaid

"Yes,yesandthankyou"Thuladorepliedgenuinely

"Takecare….Rest"Hesaidbeforewalkingout

ThuladodialedMhlengi,thephonerangacoupleof

timesbeforehepickedup.



"I'mcoming!"Mhlengisaid

"Ok"shesaidthenhungup

Amandawalkedinwarilyclutchingontoher

handbag.

"Heyyou"Shesaidnervously

"IhavedraftedanemailtotheAHPCSAbecause

whatyoudidwasunethical,asifclearingmyhouse

withoutmyconsentwasenough,youcalledmyex"

Thuladospat

"ThuladoI'mreallysorryandIunderstandthatyou

areangry,youhaveeveryrighttobeandIaccept

mypunishment"Sherespondedsheepishly

"I'mgladwehaveanunderstanding"Thuladoshot

backgrabbingherbagoffthebedaggressively

"Itwasme!"Mhlengisaidwalkingin,"Icalledthe

cleaningcompanynotAmanda,hersinwascaring,



shewasworriedaboutyouandtookituponherself

tocomeandcheckuponherpatient…everything

elsewasjustamistake.Shortycan'tyouseehow

muchwecareforyou,wearen'tyourenemies…

cumonbabe"Mhlengisaidwholeheartedly

"ThankyouMhlengibutIthinkmyworkhereis

done…WhenItakeinpatientsmypromiseis100%

resultsandIhavekeptitjustsoforfiveyearsand

ThuladowillbemyfirstfailhenceIamrefunding

youinfull"Amandasaid

"Ohdon'ttalknonsense,wewouldn'thavesaved

Thulado'slifeifitwasn'tforyousopleasekeepit,

it'sforyourtrouble"Mhlengiassuredher

"No…Iinsist"Sheattemptedtoleavebutstoppedat

thedoor,sheturnedtolookatthepair,"Mymother

wasahoarder,shekeptshoppingbags,magazines

andcats.Itallstartedwhenmydaddiedonaplane

crash,wewereallaffectedbyhisdeathobviously

butmymom…shechanged.Wehadtomoveout

becauseitwasallpainfultowatch,duringthose

dayshoardingwasnotrecognizedlikeitistoday

thereforeshedidn'tgethelp,insteadshewas



ridiculedandinsultedevenbyourfamily.Wehated

herforturningourhomeintoadumpster,wegot

bulliedforhercondition.Sowhilewewerebusy

beingmadshemetafireaccidentwhichclaimed

herlife,forensicsaidthefirestartedfromthe

kitchennowyoucanimaginehowwefelt,suddenly

oureyeswereopened.Imadeapromisetomyself

thatonedayIwillhelppeopleovercomethisillness

becauseIfailedmymom,thiswayIcanrectifymy

pastmistakes"shewipedhertearsasMhlengi

embracedher.

Thuladowatchedintears,theflashbacksofthat

fatefuldayinMooiRiverintensified.

"Amandayoudidn'tfailyourmother,youdidn't

know.Youneedtoforgiveyourselfokay,Icollect

thesethingssoIcanfeelclosetoher.Mymother

hadhercollectiontoo,thiswayIfeellikewehave

somethingincommon.Iwastooyoung,Istill

neededher,isufferedAmanda…MhlengiIsuffered



tillthisdayIwishIcouldhearhervoice,Iwantto

smellherscent…ijustwantmymother"Thulado

saidwithtearsstreamingdownherface,theyall

huggedandstayedlikethat.

****

*AtNomzamo'shouse*

Sheheardabangingsoundcomingfromthelounge

whereSbusiwasplaying,shedroppedthespatula

andranofftocheck.Uponarrivalshefoundthedoll

houseFrankjustboughtforherrecentlyinpieces

ontheground,Sbusistaringatthemesswithno

remorse.

"Whatthehellhappenedhere?SbusiI'mtalkingto

you!"Zamoaskedwithherchestrisingandfalling

butSbusifoldedherarmsandfrownedlooking

downavoidingeyecontact,"I'mgoingtoaskyou



onemoretime,whathappened?"Zamoaskedagain

butsilence."Areyoupossessed?Justyesterday

youbrokeyourteasetandtodaythis,wheredoyou

thinkwegetthismoneyfromyounglady?Doyou

thinkmoneygrowsontrees?"Zamobombardedher

clearlyinfuriated

"Iwantdaddy"Sbusimumbled

Nomzamotookoffherslipperinlightningspeed

shebeganspankingSbusionherbums,she

screamedontopofherlungsbutthatdidn'tmove

Nomzamoshefloggedhersomemoreuntilshe

wassatisfied.Shetheninstructedhertogocryin

theroom,Sbusiranforherdearlifebeforeshegets

more.Zamosighedasshecrouchedpickingthe

pieces,shehateditwhenchildrendidn'tappreciate

whattheirparentsdoforthemandSbusiwas

gettingcheeky.

"nywenyweIwantmydad….Isyourdadinsidethe

dollhouse,isheintheteaset?Nx"Zamomumbled



toherself
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Chapter91

MhlengifollowedThuladocarryingherbags

headingtowardsthehouse,shelimpedcarefullytill

shereachedthedoor.

"Canyoubringthechildrenoverforthenight?I

missthem"ThuladoaskedMhlengi

"Oryoucancomeoverandspendthenightwithus

soyoucanseeournewhouse"Mhlengireplied

"Whatswrongwiththemcominghere?Thishas

beentheirhomeforthelongestoftimeyouknow"

Thuladorespondedwhilesheunlockedthedoor

"I'mnotdisputingthatbutyouactingasifyouaren't

allowedtocometoourhouse,eversinceIbought

thehouseyouhaven'tsetfootorevenaskaboutit"

Mhlengiadded

"Maybebecauseit'snoneofmybusiness,it'syour

houseafterall,probablyahavenforaboCourtney

andZiyanda,Idon'twanttowantintrude"Shesaid



sarcastically

"IsthatjealousyI'msensing?Youcan'thaveitall

madam,youaresomeone'swiferemember?"

Mhlengishotbackplayfully

"hahaha"Thuladosaidstickinghertongueout

Sheflungthedooropenwalkinginslowly,and

suddenlyherheartclenched.Theemptinesswas

loud,notasingletubnorbookinsight.Shestood

thereinsilencetakingeverythingin,Mhlengiplaced

thebagsonthecleanfloorsnakinghisarmsaround

herfrombehind.

"Youshouldhavewaitedforme,Iwantedtodoit

gradually"shesaidlowly

"IknowshortyandI'msorry,fromnowonIwilldo

thingsatyourpaceaslongasyoupromisetodo

somethingaboutthishoarding.Ifyouchooseto

ignoreitagainit'sfinetoobutIwillkeepthe

childrenatthenewhouse"Mhlengisaid



"Iwantustolivetogether,likeoldtimes…Iwantmy

familyback"Thuladosaidturningaroundtoface

Mhlengi

"Iwantthattooshorty,believemebutIdon'twant

theclutteraroundmychildren"Mhlengisaid

genuinely

"Iwillgetbetter,Ipromise"Thuladosaidwith

glisteningeyes

Mhlengileanedovertoherprettyface,theyboth

breatheintoeachclosingthegapbetweenthem,

theirlipstouched.Thedesiregrewwithinseconds

asthekissdeepened,inaswiftThulado'sbackwas

pressedagainstthecoldwallandherlegswere

drapedaroundMhlengi'swaistashepumpeddeep

intohermeatyfolds,thesoundofsweetmoans

filledtheairaccompaniedbytricklingofsweatand

slappingofskin.Afteracoupleofminutes,Mhlengi

shothisseedintoherwombandslidoutleaving

trailsdownherthighs.



"Thismatterisnotover,packwegoinghome?"

Mhlengisaidsternly

"Iwanttoliedown"Thuladowhined

"Youcanliedownathomeaswell,comelet'sgo"

Mhlengiordered

"Okay…okay"Thuladosaidinsurrender

Mhlengipiggybackherupthestairs,Thulado

changedintocleancomfortableclothes,shepacked

anovernightbagandtheyleft.

ThedrivetoMhlengi'shousewasquietand

serenading,Thuladokeptonsmilinglookingoutthe

window.It'sbeenawhilesinceheranhishandsall

overherbody,shedidn'tknowshecraveditthat

much,latelytheyhavebeenoneachothersthroats

andshewastiredofit.

"Nicecar!"Shesaidswooningunderhisspell



"Uyayithanda?"Mhlengiaskedwithsmirk

"Yeah…yinhle"Thuladoassuredhim

"I'mglad"Mhlengisaidincreasingthevolumeon

theradioas"Angik'deli"bySjavasettledin

Kugijim'igazimawungthintangiyashisa

Inhliziyoishayangamandlamawungibamba

uyayizwa

Imizwaixoxaindaba

Thulauzoyizwa

Angik'deli…angik'deli

Mhlengisangalongclearlyinachirpymood,

Thuladokeptonsmilingandshakingherhead.

"Wuuuukwazekwamnandiukudlaumfazi

womuntu"Mhlengiscreamedhittingthesteering



wheel(It'ssonicefvckingsomeone'swife)

"Mhlengidon'tboremeplease"Thuladoresponded

showinghimthehand

"Velehawu,ngikhuphukangoshunikaAugust

Alsina*entanglement*"Mhlengiadded(I'mdoingit

likeAugustAlsina)

"Fokof"Thuladosaidburstingintolaughter,"You

worsethanAugust,youtookitastepfurtherby

makingbabiesMrNgcobo"Thuladoadded

MhlengistaredatThuladoandbeamed.

"Imissedyou"hesaidgenuinely

"Imissedyoutoo"Thuladosaid,Mhlengiswitched

offtheradioandparkedonthesideoftheroad

"Bemine…letsfinishthis,allowmetogotoyour

fatherandpleadmycase…please"Mhlengisaid

withaseriousface

"Mhlengi….Areyou?"shepaused



"NgishademaMdletshe"Mhlengisaidashegently

grabbedherhandsintohis(Marryme)

"Mhlengi!"Thuladosaidastearswelledupinher

eyes

"Mywholeliferevolvesaroundyou,Itriedlooking

intootherperspectivesbutitjustdoesn'tmake

sensewithoutyouinit…makeanhonestmanout

meshorty…ngiyacelacherieyami"Mhlengipleaded

"Whattookyousofuckinglong?Ithoughtmaybe

becauseofmyillnessyoudidn'twantafuturewith

meanymorebutLordknowsIhavebeenwaitingfor

thissodamnlong"Thuladosaidswimmingintears

"Letsdothisthen…hoardingornotmyheartspeaks

louderthanmymind.Wewillfaceittogether,I

promise"Mhlengisaidleaninginforakiss

****

*Attheoffice*



ThereceptionistwalkedintoFranksofficewitha

smileplasteredonherface.

"Sirthenewlogohasjustarrived,theguysare

waitingdownstairsforyourguidanceonwhereyou

wantthemtoputit"shesaidenthusiastically

"Already…great!"Franksaidrubbinghishands

together,"I'llbethereshortly,Ineedtocallmy

brother"Frankadded,thereceptionistleft

HedialedMhlengi…

"Fuze"Mhlengisaidhappily

"Yousoundgood"Franksaidarchinghiseyebrow

"Youhavenoidea,howcanIhelpyou?"Mhlengi

asked

"Wellyouwillbehappytoknowthatourfinal

companylogohasarrived,I'mgoingdownstairsto

lookatitaswespeak"Frankexclaimed



"listen,letmedropmywomanhomeandIwillbe

therem…don'tdoanythinguntilIgetthere"Mhlengi

said

"Yessir…waitdidyoujustsayyourwoman?"Frank

asked

"Yes!youheardright…Iwilltellyouallaboutitwhen

Igetthere"hehungup

"Okay!"Franksaidconfused.

Frankarrivedatthefoyermeetingupwiththetwo

gentlemeninconstructionuniform.

"Gents!"Hesaidextendinghishandforashake,"My

brotherandpartneriscoming,butwecanhave

refreshmentswhilewewait"Franksaidandthe

menagreed.

"CanIhaveapeak?"Thetwoguysfussedoverthe

sign,theyunpackeditrevealingthenameoftheir

companyafteralongdebate.



Atfirsttheywantedtonameitaftertheirfather,

thenitwasFredbuteventuallyitmadesenseto

giveitabefittingnamethattheirchildrencanrelate

toowhentheygrowup.Frankcoveredhismouthas

thename*Fuzelihle*emergedfromthepackaging,

hecouldn'tbelievehiseyes,itwasperfect.Thegold

andblackscreamedpowerandstrength,thiswas

it…thebeginningofmanygoodthings.Hisphone

chimedinhispocketdisturbingthemoment.

"hello!"hesaidagitated

"Simmons!"Thevoiceontheotherendsaid

"Yes!It'sNgcobonowbutyes"Franksaid

"Ohcongratulationsonthenamechange,lookit's

pastor"themansaid

"Ohuhm…hellopastor""Franksaidfrantically

"Youveryscarcethesedays,iseverythingwell?"the

manofGodasked

"Yeahitswell,I'mjustbusygettingmylifetogether"

Frankresponded



"Good,listencanyoucometomyhousethis

afternoon,there'ssomethingIwantustochat

about…ifyouaren'tbusy"thepastorsaid

"Yes!I'llcome,I'llbethere"Frankassuredhim

"Awesome!BeblessedSimmons…sorryNgcobo,I

willseeyoutonight"Thepastorsaidbeforehanging

up

"Shit!!"Frankmuttered

Heshovedhisphoneinhispocketandsmiledatthe

meninblue.

"Youcanleavethesignshere,Priscillawillwatch

overthem...thisway"heledthemtoanofficenext

tothereceptionwheretheyawaitedtheirfood.

****

MhlengidroppedThuladoandthechildrenat



Zamo'shouse.

"Wewilltalktonight,thesignsforthecompanyhave

arrivedandIwanttobetherewhentheyputitup.

Letmeknowifyouguysneedanything"Mhlengi

said

"Allthebest,Icannotwaittoseewhatyouand

Frankareuptoo"Thuladosaidwithasmile

"Inallduetimecherrieyami"Hepeckedherlips,

ThuladojumpedoffunbucklingNtobeko

Thetwinsranintothehouse,Thuladofollowedsuit.

TheyfoundNomzamobrowsingtheTV.

"Heyfriend"Thuladosaid

"Heyyou,youarejustglowing.Giveagirlsome

tips"Nomzamosaidasshedrapedherarmsaround

Thulado

"ItstartswithaD"Thuladosaidmischievously



"Mybabieswhydon'tyougoandwakeSbusiup,

she'sintheroom"Nomzamosaidchasingthekids

away,Thuladochuckled

"Isshenotwell?"Thuladoasked

"No,she'sshowingmehercheekystreakmy

goodness.Ismackedherearlieron,Ithinkshecried

herselftosleep"Zamoresponded

"Goeasyonher,she'sbarelythree"Thuladosaid

"Yeahyeahsoshecantakeovermyhouse…

anywaytellmeaboutthecapitalD,Idon'tbuyit…I

knowyouwouldneverdoMhlengilikethat,youtoo

loyal"Zamoadded

"Youright"Thuladochuckled,"It'sMhlengi,fuck

Nomzamothisguy"Thuladosaidbreathinginand

out,"Sohepinnedtothewallandploughedmereal

good…straightfromthehospitalthenonourwayto

hishouse"shepausedstillindisbelief,"Heasked

metomarryhim…outoftheblue…justlikethat"

Thuladoconcluded

"Nooway,ohmygoodness…babe"Zamogasped,

"Congratulationswow!Youknowyouguysdeserve



itright?….NowI'msojealous"Zamosaidwithtears

wellinguphereyes

"It'sokaysis,don'tcry"Thuladosaidhuggingher

"Don'tgetmewrongI'mhappyforyou,Ireallyam…I

justwishsomeonecouldknocksomesenseinto

Frank…ijust"Shecried

"Shhhh…it'sokay,youandIareverysimilar.

Mesmerizedbythesebrothers,MhlengiandIare

goingthroughalotstill…everythingwillfallinto

placejustallownaturetotakeitscause…don'tfight

it"Thuladosaidinawhisper

Nomzamo'sphonerangontopofthecoffeetable.

"It'smamfundisiyoh…Ihavebeenavoidingher

nkosiyam"Zamosaid

"Justanswermaybeit'simportant"Thuladosaid

"Helloma"Zamosaidinahighpitch,shequickly

wipedhertearscollectingherself



"KodwaNomzamo,Youdon'tdissapearlikethatmy

child.I'vebeenworriedsickaboutyou,Iwasthis

closetocomingtothehousetolookforyoubutI

thoughtmaybeyouneedspace"shewentstraight

tothecore

"Yesma,Ihavebeenbusywithworkandthechild…

I'msorryfornotcommunicatingmy

inconveniences"Zamosaid

"It'sokay,wellI'mcallingtoinviteyoutodinner.I

wantustochat"shesaid

"Iwillcomema…thankyou"Zamosaidthrough

grittedteeth

"I'mlookingforwardtoit…beblessed"shehungup

"Yohkwashuba!"Zamosaid

"What'swrong?"Thuladoasked

"Dinner..Tonight..Pastorshouse.IknowI'mgoing

togetgrilled"Shesaidfloppingbackonthecouch

"Yaneh"Thuladosaidplayingwithherhands
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Chapter92

LuminjaloandLubanzicamebackfromtheroom

lookingabitworried.

"MomSbusidoesn'twanttoplaywithus"Luminjalo

said

"Yes!Shekeepsfoldingherhandsandshe's

showingustheangryface"Lubanziadded



"YouseewhatImeantaboutthatlittlediva?"

NomzamosaidtoThulado,"Letmegoandgether"

Sheadded

ThetwinssnuggledonthecouchwithThulado

followedbyNtobeko,afterafewminutesNomzamo

appearedwithasniffingSbusisiwe.Assoonasshe

sawThuladoshewailedloudly.

"Ngizokuphinda!Youbettershutitnow.Inlifeyou

don'talwaysgetwhatyouwant,lookathownicely

behavedyourcousinsare"Zamosaidpointingat

theothers

"It'sokayZamo,bringherhere"Thuladosaidand

shedid

"Letmefixyouguyssomethingtoeat.OhbeforeI

forget,areyouabletowatchherformeasIgofor

thisdinner.Ican'ttakeheranywherewiththisnewly

foundbehavior"Zamosaid

"Sure,shecansleepover.WewillbeatMhlengi's



house"Thuladosaid

"Thankyou"Zamorepliedthenshedissapearedinto

thekitchen

ThuladopulledSbusiintoherembracesomuchto

Ntobeko'sjealousy,heslowlyclimbedonhertoo

tryingtopushSbusioff.

"Relaxchamp,Iloveyouboth"Thuladosaidkissing

Ntobeko,"Whatswrongangel"ThuladoaskedSbusi

"Iwantdaddy"Shesaidsoftly

"Ok,mummywillcalldaddyforyouokay"Thulado

saidplacingheronthecouch,"I'mcomingjustnow"

shemadeherwaytothekitchen.

InthekitchenNomzamowasfixinghotdogsforthe

children.

"Heycanwechat?"Thuladosaidholdingherhand,



"IknowI'mthelastpersontogiveyouadvicebutifI

don'ttheniwillbejustasguilty.LookIknowthat

feelingofwantingthingstogoyourway,indirectly

thechildrensuffer!Don'tkeepSbusiawayfromher

dad,childrenhaveaweirdwayofregulatingtheir

feelings.Theydon'tknowhowtoputitintowords

sotheirfeelingscomeoutintheirbehavior,I

promiseyouspankingherwillonlymakethings

worseandbeforeyouknowit,youwillbean

abusivemothertoher.ShejustmissesFrankandit

comesoutascheekiness,takehertohimandyou

willseeachange"Thuladosaid

"IunderstandbutI'mnotgoingtoallowhertobreak

thingsaroundthehousebecausethenitwillbea

habit"Zamosaiddefensively

"Iunderstandbutshe'sstillsmall,crouchtoher

levelwhenshegetslikethatandencourageherto

useherwords"Thuladosaid

"WhymustFrankhaveiteasy?"Zamosighed,

"SbusisiweandIareapackage,whymusthehave

everythinginlife…I'msohurtthathebringsthose

girlsinhishouse.That'smyhouseThulado,Idon't



carewhatpeoplesaybutI'msupposedtobe

cookinginthatkitchenandsleepingonthatbed.

Sbusisiwewouldn'thavetomisshimifhedidn't

distancehimselffromus"Zamoyelled

"Iknowhowyoufeelbutdoitforyourchild,they're

youngbuttheycansee.I'vehadmyfairshareoflife

lessonsfrommychildren.Icanonlyadviseyousis"

Thuladosaidpullingherintoherembrace

"Thankyou,let'sfeedthechildren"Zamosaid

Theyeachgrabbedtheplatesandheadedtothe

loungearea.

****

Atexactly7pmFrankparkedhismachineinthe

yard,hejumpedoffnoticingafamiliarcarbuthe

shookthatthoughtoff.Hegrabbedthebottleof

wineandabouquetofflowersheboughtforthe

pastorswife,ifthere'sonethinghiswickedmother



taughthimwastohavegoodetiquetteespeciallyif

youareaguest.Hetookonelastlookathissuit

anddamnhelookedfine,sincehedidn'tknowwhat

toexpectbehindthatdoor,atleasthelookedand

smelledpresentable.Drawingclosertothedoorhe

couldhearlaughterroaringfrominsidesohe

knocked,insecondsthedoorcreakedopenedwith

thepastorstickinghisheadout.

"AwNgcobo,youmadeit!"Thepastorsaid

delightfully

"IsaidI'dbehere"Franksaidextendinghishandfor

ashake,hehandedoverhistokenofgratitudeto

thepastor

"Thisisnice…thankyou"Thepastorbeamed

"Thankyoufortheinvite"Franksaidrespectfully,

Thepastoropenedthedoorwidesohecouldenter.

Thepastor'swifestooduptowelcomewhile

Nomzamosatdownpretendingtobefocusedon



herphone.Frankwasdirectedtositnexttohis

babymamaandthepastorssatontheopposite

side.

"Hey"FrankgreetedZamo

"Hey"shegreetedback

"It'snotacoincidencethatyouguysarebothhere,

I'msureyouguyshavefigureditoutalready"The

pastorswifeblurtedout

"Yeah"thebothsaidrespectfully

"Besidethefactthatyoudissapearedwithnoword,

therearefewthingswewouldliketochatabout"

thepastorswifeadded

"Likemywifehavestatedbutfirstlet'sopenin

prayer"theyallheldhandsandclosedtheireyes

"Fatherwethankyouforthemealsyouhave

providedforustoday,wearesogratefulthatyou

areconstantlystretchingoutyourhandinourlives.

Wepraiseandworshipyou,wesayhallelujahto

mosthigh.Nowguideusasweproceedour



meetingletitbeablessing,letitbefruitfulinthe

NameoftheFather,theSonandtheHolySpirit…

Amen"theyallsaidamen

"Wecanproceedtoeat,ZamodishforFrankplease.

Youknowwhathelikes"Thepastorswifeordered

"Ngcobo,youmadeapromisetomeawhileago

andtillthisdayIhaven'theardfromyou"Thepastor

said

"Yesyes,Iremember.Justgivememoretime"

Franksaidlookingaway

"IcanseeSbusiisgrowingnicely,I'vebeen

followingyourstatusZamo"Thepastorswifesaid

"She'sdoingwell"Zamoanswered

"What'sgoingonbetweenthetwoofyou?"The

pastorfinallyasked

"Nothing!"Theybothsaidinunison

"Talk!"Thewifesaid

"Frankleftme"Zamosaidheavingaheavysigh

throwingtheforkonthetable,"Isaidthingsoutof

anger,hetookthemtoheartandleftme.Nowhis



galavantingwithgirlsinmypresence,thenhe

expectsmetosendmychildtohimtowitnessall

thatrubbish"sheadded

"No…nopointofcorrection.Iaskedforabreak

becauseIcouldseethatthosethingsshesaid

camefromwithin,I'moldenoughtoknowwhen

someoneisspeakingthetruth.Thegirlsyousawat

myhousewasacoincidence,Idon'tbringgirlsin

thepresenceofmydaughter.Youareoverreacting"

Franksaid

"Youlying,youtellinglies"Zamoyelled"Imakea

mistakeonceandyoudecidetogo,aftereverything

wehavebeenthrough.Youaremyeverythingand

beingwithouthasmessedmeupFrank,ithurtsme

sobad"Shesaidbreakingintoaloudsob

"Zamo!Don'tcry…hey…lookatme"heheldher,

don'tcryokay.IloveyoubutIthoughtmaybeyou

wantednothingtodowithme,youchangedandit

scaredmebutbelievemewhenIsayIloveyou"

Franksaid

"Thenwhyareyounotwithme?"Zamoasked



"I…Ijust"Heopenedhismouthbutwordsdidn't

comeout

"Yousee,youaremywitness"Zamosaidin

betweenhertears.

"Good…nowthatwehavebrokentheice,wecan

beginbutfirstletsclearthetableandpreparefor

dessert"Thepastorswifesaid.

"Frankwon'tyoucomewithmetothestudyplease"

Thepastorasked,Franknoddedfollowinghim

Inthestudythemensatonoppositesides,withthe

pastorglaringatFrank.

"Idon'tthinkimademyselfclearNgcobo,

NomzamoislikemyownchildandIhateseeingher

likethisbecauseshehasnoone.Ifyouhad

encounteredproblemswithherIwouldhave

expectedyoutocomeandtalktome,insteadof

allowingthingstodeteriorate"Thepastorgawkedat

Frank



"Apologiesthere,everythinghappenedsofast.I

foundmyselfoutofthehouse,anditjustescalated.

I'msorrythatIhaven'thonoredmypromise"Frank

said

"Frankyoudefiledherandmadeherpregnant,I

expectyoutodorightbyher,giventhatyoustill

loveherofcourse.Wedon'twantpeopletobe

trappedinlovelessmarriages,thoughduringour

timesyouwouldhavebeenforcedtodoso"Pastor

emphasized

"Iloveher"Franksaid

"But?"Pastorasked

"Ineedtoknowthatshelovesme,thatshe'snot

forcedtobewithmebecauseItookherpurityand

madeherpregnant.Iknowwomentendtosacrifice

theirhappinessjusttoholdontoacertainstatus,I

wantahealthymarriage,IwantmorechildrenandI

wanthertobethat"Franksaidhonestly

"Fine…Iwillorganizecounselingforthebothofyou,

everythingwillbewell.Nexttimesitdownandtalk,

womenruntheirmouthwhentheyareupset,it's



theirdefensemechanismallyouneedtodoistake

awalktocooloff,comebackwhenshe'sallcalm"

thepastorsaid

"Yaeish…Iwilllearn"Frankreplied

"Comebackandhitherwiththerodonetime,it

workslikeacharm"thepastorsaidwithaslight

chuckle,Frankjoinedin.

Meanwhileinthekitchenthepastorswifewipedthe

counterswhileNomzamodriedthedishes.

"Soyouwanttogiveup?"thepastorswifeasked

"No!"Zamosaidlowly

"Thenfight!Stopbeingaweakling.Doyouthinki

didn'thavecompetitionwhenpastormarriedme?I

didbutiputmyfootdown.Stopcryingbecauseof

otherwomen,getyourmanandstaywithhim.The

onlythingyoushouldn'tbepatientforisabuse,

eitherthanthatlifewilltestyouandletitnotfind

youweakbecauseyouwilllosethemanthatyou



love.Frankisacatchandniyafanelana!"the

pastorswifesaidwithasmirk

"AndIlovehim"Zamoadmitted

"Prayforhim,prayforhisclothes,shoeshiscar.

Don'tstopprayingforthatman,yourprayerwill

coverhim"Shesaid

"Iwill"Zamosaidwithasmile

AftersometimethepastorandFrankjoinedthe

ladiesintheloungeforsomecake.

"Itwasgreat,thankyousomuchfortheinvite"

Franksaid

"Yeah,itwasreallygreat"Zamoadmitted

"Thisisnotthelasttimeweseeingthebothofyou,I

hope"thepastorswifesaid

Thepairnodded,theybidfarewellandleft.Outside

bythecarsFrankandZamostoodinawkward



silence.

"So?"Franksaid

"I'msorry…I'msorrybabakaSbusisiwe,forthe

thingsisaidtoyou,mybehavior.Pleaseforgive

me?"Zamosaid

"Doyouwanttoapologizeproperlyatourhouse?"

Frankaskedpinninghertohiscar

"IcanthinkofmanywaysIcandothat"Zamosaid

touchingFrank'sface

"I'msorryformakingyoufeellikethat,don'tworry

aboutZiyandaandCourtneythere'snothingthere.I

loveyouNomzamoandImeanit,youseethisdress

thatyouarewearing.Itremindsmeofalot,theway

ithugsyourbodymygoodness"Franksaidclosing

thegapbetweenthem.

Hekissedherliftingupherdressallthewaytoher

buttcheeks,exposingherfatthighs,heslidhis

handinsideherpanty.Nomzamoswoonunderhis



spell,shedeepenedthekissbutsoonpulledaway

rememberingtheywerestilloutsidetheirpastors

house.

"Whatiftheyarewatchingus?"shewhispered

"Letthemwatch"Frankwhisperedback

"Toyourhousenow!!"Nomzamoordered

Franklookedatthetentonhispantsbitinghis

lowerlip…
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Chapter93

Caution -sexualcontent&stronglanguage

MhlengifindsThuladosittingoutsidethebalcony

withherlegsrestedontherailing,thenighthad

settledandyoucouldseethemirageofthelights

glisteninginthepool.

"Beautifulnightisn'tit?"Mhlengisaidfrombehind

her

"Yeah,aretheysleepingnow?"Thuladoasked

"Ittookawhilebutyes,IthinkSbusiisallexcitedto

beherewiththeothers"Mhlengireplied

"Shame!YouneedtotalktoFrank?"Thuladosaid

turningsoshecouldseehisface



"About?"-Mhlengi

"HeneedstofixthingswithNomzamo,unlesshe

doesn'twantheranymore"-Thulado

"Hewillintime,alsoIwishIcouldsithereandtalk

aboutmybrotherbutmyfiancéisrathermore

interesting"MhlengisaidwhiskingThuladooffthe

stool"

"Mhlengiwhenwillyouevertakemeseriously"she

saidinbetweenhergiggling

"Thisismetakingyouseriously"Mhlengireplied

swingingheraround

"Mhlengistop"Thuladoscreamed,"Youjustpickme

upandtossmearoundlikeI'moneofyourchildren"

Thuladowhined.

"Naweyouaretoocuteandtiny,Ijustcan'tresist"

Mhlengisaidgentlyplacingheronthebig

comfortablebed.

"Youstupid!AndIloveyou"Thuladosaid

"Iloveyoumore"-Mhlengi



Mhlengidimmedthelightsasheundressed

slippingunderthecovers,Thuladofollowedsuit.

"ThishouseisbeautifulMhlengi,Iloveeverything

especiallythepaintings.Youareverytalented"

ThuladosaidlookingintoMhlengi'seyes

"Thankyou"Mhlengirepliedblushingabit

"ThatdayigothurtIwasbusypreppingtodomy

activities.I'mscaredFuze,Iknowmychildrencan

seethatI'mnotwellandthewaytheylookatme

withpityjustbreaksmyheart.Iknowtheytalk

aboutme,I'vecaughtthemcountlesstimes,they

havebeentryingtohelpmeattheirtenderage"

Thuladosaidsadly

"Shhhh"Mhlengisaidpeckingherlips,"It'sokay"he

saidsoftly

"ThethingisI'mafraidthatitwillonlybeamatterof

timebeforeistartfillingthehouseagain,trustme

it'seasyandIdoitsubconsciously.Ineedhelp,

pleasehelpme"Thuladopleaded



"Youdon'tneedtobegme,I'mhereforyou.You

don'tknowhowhappyIamtohearyoutalkaboutit

withoutmakingmefeelguilty"-Mhlengi

"Thattoo,I'msorry.IknowIhavebeenhorrible,

Nhlanhlostoppedcallingmeaswell.Ireallyneedto

fixthings"-Thulado

"Youmust"-Mhlengi

"SoMrNgcoboIknowyouproposetomeandall

butIseenoringonmyfinger"Thuladoblurtedout

changingthetopic

"Mmmmhifyoucouldjustwait,maybe…justmaybe

youmightgetone.Whoneedsaringanyway"

Mhlengiscoffed

"Wuuuuunever!Pleasedon'tbethatguy.Iwanta

ring,properceremoniesformybigday,I'monly

doingthisonceandIwantittobeperfect"Thulado

shotback

Mhlengiwatchedherrantinadmiration,heloveher,

allofher.



"Ngikuzwilekemadam"Mhlengisaidslippingoutof

thebed,"Comehere,Iwanttoshowyousomething"

headded

"What?"-Thulado

"Ifyoufollowme,youwillsee.Bringthemonitors

withyou"Mhlengiordered

ThuladopickedupthemonitorsforNtobekoand

Sbusi,shefollowedMhlengioutoftheroom.Ina

fewminutesMhlengiunlockedoneoftheguests

roomdownstairsswitchingonthelightsasthey

cruisedin.

"Ohmygoodness,whendidyoudothis?""Thulado

askedafteragasp

"WhenyouwereoutatNomzamo's,Iwantedtodoit

inourroombutitwouldhavebeenobvious"

Mhlengisaidwithasmirk.



Awhiteclothontheflooradornedwithrosepetals,

pillowsscatteredhereandthere,abucketwithice

andtwobottlesofsparklingwinenexttoittwo

flutes.Inasmallcontainerweretworeadyrolled

jointsandalighter,ontheothersideaplatterwith

strawberries,creamandchocolatesauce.Ona

woodenplattersomebiltong,savorysnacksand

dips.Mhlengilockedthedoorandswitchedoffthe

lightsallowingthefourlanternsoneithersidesof

thesetuptogivelight.

"Thisisamazing"Thuladosaidinexhilaration

"Isawitontheinternet,Ididn'tgettimetohire

someonetodoaproperjobsoIquicklydashedto

@Hometofindthesethings,luckyformetherewas

aladyreadytohelp…soI'mreallyhappythatyou

loveit"-Mhlengi

"Kuhlesthandwasami"-Thulado

"Ihavesomethingforyou"Mhlengisaidgettingup



Hewalkedtowardstheclosets,hecamebackwitha

giftbag.HesatdownhandingittoThulado

"Whatisit?"-Thulado

"Openit"-Mhlengi

Sheslowlydippedherhandsinthebagcomingout

withasmallbox,insidewastwosetofkeys,

Thuladolookedatthemconfused.Itwasobvious

whattheywerebutshewasn'tsurehowtofeel

aboutit.

"Ican'tacceptit"Shesaidputtingtheboxdown

slowly

"Why?"-Mhlengi

"Iagreewithyouthatishouldcomelivewithyou

whenI'mbetter,Iwon'tforgivemyselfshouldI

makethechildrengothroughthisagain"Thulado

admittedwipinghereyes



"Iunderstandbutthoseareyourkeysandthisis

yourhouse,youcandecideonhowyouwanttodo

thisbutit'syours"-Mhlengi

"AwholeRangeRoverMhlengi?"Thuladoasked

"YouknowIboughtittogetherwithmyMercedes,

initiallyIwantedustogotogetherandgetournew

ridesbutshithappened.Ithasbeendesperately

waitingforyoutodriveit…poorcar"-Mhlengiwith

achuckle

"Thankyou"-Thuladorespondedwithapout

"Wewillgoandgetittomorrow"-Mhlengi

Thuladodugintothegiftbagagaincomingoutwith

aperfumeandsomelingerie.

"Aaaahyouareonesneakybastard"Shelaughed

"Canyouwearitforme?"-Mhlengi

"Ofcourse"Thuladosaidthrowinghersilk

nightdresscarelesslyonthefloor



Shestoodtherestarknakedwhileexaminingthe

piece,sheworeitgentlywhileMhlengisatbackand

watched.Heendedupopeningabottlesohecould

poursomeofthedrink.Thuladotookhertime

perfectingthelook,sheturnedaroundbendingover

topickuptheemptygiftbagcausingMhlengito

murmurunderhisbreath.

"godamn!!"Mhlengisaidinaudible

"Huh?"-Thuladosaidactingdumb,"Areyousaying

something?"sheasked,Mhlengiswallowed

"Ihaveneverseenapersonpicksupagiftbagso

beautifullyyoh!"Hesaid

"Mmmmh"-Thulado

Sheplacedtheemptybagonthebed,shewent

downonallfoursandstartedcrawlingbackto

whereMhlengiwassitting.Youcouldseeher

breastslightlybouncinglikeballs,Mhlengibithis



lowerlip,Thuladolookedstraightintohimhereyes

filledwithdesiremixedwithmischief.

"Wuuuuuyougoingtopaymami"-Mhlengisaid

shiftingcloser

"Nah!Yousitrightthere"-Thuladosaidpushing

himoffherslightly

Thuladostartedtouchingherselfsensuallyletting

outasoftmoanthatdroveMhlengiofftheedge,

shespreadherthighsopenthatpieceoflingerie

barelycoveredandithadahugeholeexposingher

meatyfolds.Shestartedtouchingherflesh

throwingherheadback,heronehandgradually

squeezingherbreasts.Mhlengicouldn'twaitany

longer.Inaswift,hehadherinhisarmsdefeated

andweakunderhiskiss.

Herbackwasonewithfloortheclothbarelyserved

asapaddingbutwhocared,Mhlengikissedand



worshippedherbodyslowandsteadilycarefulnot

tomissaspot,hecaressedandbitonhersoft

smoothskinThuladomurmurinpleasure.He

spreadherlegswideopenashekissedherinner

thighhisfingerfondlingattheentrance,Thulado

moanedloudwhenhistongueleftwarmwettrails

downthere,thefeelingwastoomagicaltoignore.

Hekissedandsuckedherproperlyhertoescurled

whenshereachedherfirstorgasm.

Mhlengisprungouthishardblackcock,heknelt

closertoherface,sheknewwhatsheneededtodo.

Thuladogotonherhingespropellingherself,she

palmedhiscockandstartedspittingwhilestroking

it.Shenowhadhiminhermouthslurpingand

suckinghim,hemoanedlookingather,hiseyes

burningwithdesire.Shewascuteandtinybelow

her,hecouldn'twaittotossherinandouthisrod,

Thuladocontinuedpleasuringhimmakingsureher

eyesarelockedwithhis.Mhlengiincreasedhis

pacegraspingtherootsofherbushyhairhard,she

coughedcausinghimtostop.



Hespankedherbubbleassharditechoed,he

spreadherlegsandrummagedintoherpussy

withoutawarning,shescreamed.Hefvckedher

hardandfast,thenhepausedkissinghersensually.

"Turnaround,Iwanttoseethattattoo"Mhlengi

orderedinaraspyvoice,Thuladocomplied

Hesmackedhiscockonherassbeforeslidingitin

herpussyoncemore,hehookedhishandsonher

waistandploughedherniceandslowly,admiring

hisnameembroideredonherback,hekepton

pumpingwhilehisotherhandtracedovertheink.

Hisheartwarmedupjustknowingthatshedidallof

thisbecausesheloveshim.Hisdesiredgreweven

bigger,allhewantedtodowastonutinherwarm

meatywalls.Hecouldfeelthetinglingfeelingclose

sohegrabbedherarmslockingthemandpressed

themonherback,herchestwasflatonthehard

floorandsweattricklingmakinglinesdownher



body.Hesmashedintoherfasterandharder

Thuladocriedoutwhenshereachedhersecond

orgasm,Mhlengirummagedhardanddeeponhis

laststrokefreezinginsideher.Hegroanedloud

digginghisfingersinherwaist,afterafewseconds

hefelltothefloor.

"Yoh!"Thuladosaidfloppingononeofthecusions.

****

NomzamowascryingfordearlifeasFranktiedher

onthebed,strokingherfrombehind,ithadbeen

agessinceshehadsuchwildroughsexandFrank

lookedlikehewasn'tdonewithher.

"fvckZamo"Frankmuttered

Heuntiedherandkissedherhungrily,itwaslikehe



hadbeencravingherforyearsandnowhefinally

hadher.Hepickedherupsmashingherbodytothe

wall,heslidinandmadeherbounceinandoutof

her.

"lookatme"Hecommanded,Zamocomplied,"I

wantyoutocumwithme"Frankwhisperedinher

ear

Zamofeltherhearttingleweakeningherunderhis

presence,shewrappedherhandsaroundhisneck

andsmashedontohislips.Franksmackedintoher

evenharder,shescreamedlouderthanbefore

"AaaaahFrankie"-Nomzamo

"Shiiiit"Frankmuttered

Hefrozesprayinghiscumdeepinherwomb,he

floppedhisbodyonher,theybothslidtothefloor.
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FranksmearedlotionalloverNomzamo'sbodyand

hebegansmoothingitout,shejustsattherestaring

athim.

"Whatareyoulookingat?"Franksaidwithalight

chuckle



"It'slikeI'mdreaming,I'mgoingtowakeupandI

willbeatmyhouse…lonely"shesaidhereyesstill

gluedtohim

"Givemeyourleg"-Frank

Shestretchedoutherlegs,Frankbeganworkingon

it.

"Zamo,doyouloveme?"-Frank

"Isn'titobvious??"-Zamo

"Iwanttohearyousayit"-Frank

Nomzamokeptquiet,shehuggedheroneleg.Frank

finishedmoisturizingherbody,hegotuptositon

theedgeofthebed.Zamomovedclosertohim

hugginghimfrombehind.

"Iloveyou"-Zamo



"But?"-Frank

"Butnothing.Ispokeoutoffrustration,honestly

therewasatimethatithoughtmylifewouldhave

turnedoutdifferentlyifihadn'tmetyoubutIwas

wrong.ThisishowitshouldbeFrank,everysingle

thingthathadhappenedinourlivesmouldedusto

bewherewearetoday.IamsogladIwenttothat

hotelandmetupwithtwinswhohelpedmesave

mymother,yesitwasunfortunatethatitwasn't

pureintentionsatfirstbutIwouldn'thavefallenso

deepforyou.Sotoansweryourquestion,yes…yesI

loveyou"-Zamo

"Areyousure?NomzamoI'mnotproudofmypast,I

knowallthethingsIdidwerewrongbutIknewifelt

somethingtheveryfirstdayilaidmyeyesonyou.I

stillrememberyoustrugglingtowalkinheelsand

thatchurchdressyouwore…itwasallridiculously

cute"Franksaidwithachuckle

"Ohmygoshstop"Zamosaidcoveringhereyes

"Iwantyoutobehappy,togeteverythingthatyou

everdreamedoff.IwantSbusisiwetogrowwith



bothofusunderthesameroof.Iwanttoseeyou

walkdowntheaisleeversobeautiful,Iwantyoubut

Iwouldn'tforgivemyselfifIeverfindoutthatyou

wantmebecauseyoudon'thaveotherchoicesor

it'sbecauseofhowwemet.Itookyourpurityand

madeyouamotheroutofwedlock,It'snaturalto

wantmetofinishwhatI'vestartedbutIneedlove,I

needtobesurethatyoulovemeandthatyoudon't

pityme"-Frank

"RememberwhenthePhantomwastormentingyou,

theveryfirsttime.Yousleptinmyhouse,onmy

bedandinmyarms??Anygirlwouldbeterrified,

probablychasedyououtofthehousebutiwanted

yourightthere.Ifeltsoconnected,IfeltlikeI

belongwithyou,Iloveyouwithallofmeandthere's

nopityhere.NgiyakuthandaNgcobowami"Zamo

"IguessI'mjustfragile,Iwassohurtwhenyousaid

thosethings.IthinkbecauseIknowthatwhatyou

saidistrue,IdidmessupyourlifeandnowIwant

tofixit,Iwanttomakeyouthehappiestwomenon

earth"-Frank

"Ihaveafewideas….Oneofthemincludestwo



skinnybitchesthathavebeenwalkingaroundfreely

inmyhouse"-Zamospat

"Yourhouse?IthinkI'mgoingtolovethis"Frank

saidwithachortle

"Veleideserveallofthis,thisismyhouse"Zamo

"EverythingIownbelongstoyouandSbusi"-Frank

"Good"-Zamosaidpuffingherchest

Franklaughedshakinghishead,hepouncedonher

ticklingdaylightsoutofher.

****

*Mhlengi'shouse*

"I'mfeelingabitcold,letsgetundertheblankets"-

Thulado

"Iwantmorenje"-Mhlengi



"MmmhNo,mypussyburns"-Thulado

"I'msorry,canIkissitbetter?"-Mhlengi

"Maybelater"Thuladosaidhopingontothebed

"I'mgoingtohitajoint,dowantsomeofthe

snacks?"-Mhlengi

"CanIhavesomeBiltongplease"-Thulado

"I'mcomingtofeedyoustrawberriesandcreamlike

inthemovies,maybeIcansmearsomechocolate

saucedownthereandkissitbetter?"-Mhlengi

"GetlostMhlengi"-Thulado

MhlengiplatedsomesnacksforThuladobefore

openingthewindowsohecouldsmoke.

"Iwantyoutoseeourofficesshorty!It'slikeI'm

dreaming,Iownacompanyshorty"-Mhlengisaid

"Youdeserveit,Ihadnodoubtthatonedayyouwill

behere"-Thulado



"Really?"-Mhlengi

"Yeah,youalwayshadthatfireinyouandthislove

formoneyhadeverythingtodowithit.I'mproudof

you"-Thulado

"Areyoureallyproudofme?"Mhlengiaskedkilling

thebudbeforethrowingitoutthewindow

"Yes!FromthetimeImetyoutillnow,youhaven't

changedonebit.Youstillmyhoodierocking,money

lovingkruger,youstilllovingandcaring.Youstill

lovemeevenwhenI'mnotwithyou,Icanfeelit.I

don'tknowwhatIwouldeverdowithoutyou"-

Thulado

"Icherieyami"-Mhlengi

"Soontobeyourwife"-Thuladosaidchuckling

"Ican'twait"-Mhlengi

"Comesitnexttome"-Thulado

"YouknowIwanttobuildmyuncleahouse,Ialso

wanttohelpMusafixmyaunt'shouse.IfeellikeI

oweittothemasmyonlyfamilyleft"Mhlengi

"That'sagreatidea,andSfiso?"-Thulado



"Igavehimcash,hissorted"-Mhlengi

"DoyouknowifhefixedthingswithNana?"-

Thulado

"No,Idon'tknowandIdon'twanttoinvolvemyself"

-Mhlengi

"LetstalkaboutCourtney"-Thulado

"Ayiayipleasedon'truinmymomentplease"

Mhlengipleaded

"Somethinghappenedbetweenthetwoofyou

right?"-Thulado

"Nothinghappened,pleasestopboringmeabout

Courtneyaymaan.Notsolongagoyourexwas

here,youdon'tseemeaskingabouthimeveryday

ay"-Mhlengisaidangrily

"Idon'taskyoueverydaybutIjustwanttoknow.

WhydoyougetdismissivewhenImentionher?"-

Thulado

"BecauseIdon'twanttotalkabouther"-Mhlengi

saidraisinghisvoice

"Yousleptwithher,thatswhy"Thuladomumbledas



shecoveredherselfwiththeduvet

Mhlengijuststaredatherirritably.

"nxa"-Mhlengi

"Nawenxa"-Thuladosaidunderthecovers

"Isiqalaukubaiscefenjeleobsessionyakhono

Courtney!"-Mhlengi(YourobsessionwithCourtney

isstartingtoirritateme)

Thuladouncoveredherselfslowlyasragefilledher

heart.

"Excuseme?Iknowshewantsyoubutthatgirlwill

notdisrespectmebecauseI'mshortandshe'sas

astallasapolengizombhonyaminaneshwapha

nx"Thulado(Iwillbeatherflatass)

"What?"Mhlengiaskedlaughing,"YouThuladu

Mdletshebeatupsomeone"Mhlengilaughedeven



harder

"Keeplaughing"-Thuladosaidturninggiving

Mhlengiherback

"I'mnotlaughingatyouhawu,comeletmekiss

inanazi,woza"-Mhlengi

"Nothankyou"-Thulado

"Wozahawu,I'mgoingtoputsomecreamand

chocolatesauce,come"-Mhlengi

"ongiyekaplease!"-Thulado

Mhlengileanedinkissingherneck,sheshiftedabit

butMhlengiheldherinplace.Hecuppedherbare

breastskissingher,Thuladorelaxedherbodyand

returnedthekiss.

****

*Thenextmorning*



Nanaandhercolleaguesweregatheredintheoffice

foraquickbriefingbeforetheycouldstartwork.

"Ok,I'msureyouareallwonderingwhyyouare

calledinhere,wellwehavesomenews.Firstofall

ourManagerSharonisnolongerworkingwithus,

wecan'treallysaymuchbutwehavedecidedto

replaceherwithanewManagerwithimmediate

effectbecauseobviouslyit'snotgoodtoleaveour

storewithoutmanagement.Sopleasehelpme

welcomeAneleJantjie,hewillbetakingover

Sharon'sdutiesimmensely.Soifyouhaveany

questions,querieswhat'ssoeverpleasefeelfreeto

directthemtoyournewstoremanager.Thatwillbe

all,thankyou"theladyinatwopiecesaid

Thegroupdispersedheadingtotheirposts.

"Waitwait,cansomebodyjustbegonelikethat?",



OneofthecashiersaskedNanainawhisper

"Doyouthinkshewasinvolvedinthatfoodparcel

scam?"Nanaasked

"Itmustbethat,she'sfired"Thecashierreplied

"Theinvestigationisnotoverthough,Ithinkmore

peoplewilldissapear"Nanasaid

"Yoh!IthankGodI'mnotintofastmoney.Idon't

knowwhatI'ddoifIlosetheonlyjobIhave.It'snot

muchbutatleastIcantakecareofmyfamily"the

cashiersaid

"Fastmoneyneh!"Nanasaiddeepinherthoughts

"Ihopeyouaren'tinvolvedaswellgirlings,youand

Sharonwereclose"Thecashiersaidnarrowingher

eyes

"What?No,I'mnotinvolvedandSharonwasjust

nicetome,wearen'tfriends"Nanasaid

"Goodthen,theonlywrongthingIwilldoistodrool

overournewmanager…nowthat'sonethingIcan

getfiredforshamelessly"Thecashiersaid

smackingNana'sshoulder



"Yeahhisnotbad"Nanareplied

"Nono,youdidn'tlookathimproperly.MrJantjieis

hot"Thecashieremphasized

"AyI'mdonewithmen"Nanascoffed

"I'mprettysureyoudonotgetpaidtositaround

andgossip"avoicefrombehindroared

BothNanaandthecashierturnedtheirheads

slowly,fearstricken,youcouldheartheirheartbeat.

"Kindlyreporttoyourposts…thankyou"Anelesaid

walkingaway,theladieswaitedforhimtodissapear

beforelettingoutabreath.

"Yoh!Hisnotcuteanymore,Itakeitback.InfactI

don'tlikehimonebit"thecashiersaid

"Yeahhisannoying,ImissSharonalready"Nana

saidheadingtowardshertillpoint.
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AmandaclosedherbookandgaveThuladoan

approvingsmile.

"Sohowareyoufeeling?"-Amanda

"ExcitedbutIdon'twanttobetooexcited,Istillsee

Mhlengiandthechildrenclearoutafterme,we

agreedthatassoonasthenumberofbooksortubs



reachfourwemoveittothespareroom,ofwhich

weallsittogetheranddiscardeverythingattheend

ofthemonth"sheexplained

"That'swonderful,seemstomethatit'safamily

timeaswell"Amandaprobe

"Yes,it'sreallyfunandthisothernightidreamedof

her…mymother,fortheveryfirsttimeIsawher.

Shelookedjustlikeme,itwaslikeI'mlookingat

myselfinthemirrorbutIcouldfeelthatit'sherand

notme.Sheseemedhappy"-Thulado

"Doyouthinkshewastryingtotellyousomething?"

-Amanda

"Yes!AndIfeelsomuchbetter,she'shappywhich

meansthatIcanbehappytoo.Amandathankyou

foreverythingyouhavedoneforme,IknowIwas

probablythemostdifficultclient.Apartofme

wantedyoutoquitonmebecauseIdidn'twantyou

tobelike"Ifixedher",Isawmyselfnormaland

hatedallthosejudgementalremarksbutdeepdown

Iknewthatyouallcaredforme…thankyou"-

Thulado



"WhyamIsad?Doesthishavetobeourlast

session?"-Amanda

"Youcouldcometomywedding!"-Thulado

"Noway!Heproposed?"-Amandagasped

astonished

"Yes"shesaidblushingandplayingwithherfingers,

"Hisgoingtopaylobolathisweekend,I'mactually

goingtoMooiRivertonight"Thuladoadded

"Congratulationsandthankyouforsharing.Just

emailmetheinviteIwilldefinitelycome,thisis

great"-Amanda

"Yeah!I'vebeenwaitingforever.MhlengiandIcome

alongway"-Thulado

"Youareoneoftheluckyone's,helovesyou.

Advicefromadivorcee?"-Amanda

"Pleasebyallmeans,IneedallthewisdomIcanget

tomakethismarriagework"-Thulado

"Donotloseyourselfwhiletryingtopleaseyour

spouse,don'tgiveupyourcareeroryourdreams.

Manywomenputtheirthingsasideandwhen



problemsariseyouareleftrockbottomwith

nothing.Younotgoingtoalwaysbehappywith

Mhlengi,therearetimeswherebyyouwill

intentionallypretendyouare,especiallywhenyou

guysgothroughroughpatches.Itdoesn'tmean

youarenotinloveanymorebutitsimplymeans

youareoverwhelmed,putmoreeffortandrevive

thatsparkbecauselifecanchangeyou.Support,

tolerance,compromiseisalsoveryimportant.My

biggestmistakewasthinkingthatgettingmarriedto

Grantwasgoingtocompleteme,boyIwaswrong.

ItwasclearIdidn'tknowwhatIwantedandIjust

gotinthinkingitwillfixeverythingbutitmade

thingsworse.Icheatedonhim…poorGrant,Ibroke

hisheartbutnowIfoundloveandI'mtakingitslow

andGrantre-marriedandhishappy.SoThuladon't

belikeme"-Amanda

"Thankyousomuch,Ican'timaginemylifewithout

Mhlengi"-Thulado

"Youguysaresocute,Imustadmit"-Amanda

"ThankyouandIwillsendyoutheinvitation…letme

releaseyoubeforeyourclientsloseit"-Thulado



"Theywilllive"-Amandasaidchuckling.

****

Nanakickedtheballtothelittleboy,assoonashe

gotit,heranwithitasfastaslightningthenhe

scoredagoal.Alltheboysinhisteamranuptohim

pickinghimup,Nanasmiledinadmiration,thiswas

herfavoritethingtodoonherdaysoff.Being

aroundthechildrenmadeherhappy.

"Didyoublockmeorwhat?"Avoicesaidfrom

behind,Nanaturnedslowly

"Hellotoyoutoo"Nanasaiddisinterested

"Hawu!Youblockmeandyougivingmeacold

shoulder"-Thulado

"HowcanIhelpyouThulado?"Nanasaid

dismissively

"Iwantustotalk"Thuladosaidpointingattheshiny



blackRangeRoverthatwasparkedonthesideof

theroad

"HahahaThuladoreally?Whatdoyouwanttotalk

about?"Nana

"Peoplearewatching,letsgoinsidethecar"-

Thulado

"Orwecantalkbymyhouse"Nanasaidwalking

away

"I'minarushIneedtodrivetoMpofanatonight,ifI

gotoyourhouseitwillberudetorushbecauseI

haven'tseenmominages"-Thulado

"ThatsyourproblemThulado,justbecauseMhlengi

worshipsthegroundyouwalkondoesn'tmeanwe

willalldothesame.Youareveryselfabsorbed

Thulado,eversinceyoulefthereyouhavechanged.

Youdissapearwithnoword,youkeeptoyourself

andappearwhenitsuitsyou.Wherewereyouall

thiswhile?Ineededyouandyouweren'tavailable.

ButyouareherenowandImustsmileandclapmy

hands"-Nana

"That'swhyI'mhere,Iwanttotalk"-Thulado



"Thuladoyouhaven'tseenmymotherforyears,that

womanwatchedoveryoufromthetimeyouwere

little.Iknowshe'snotperfectbutshewatchedover

you,atleasttocomeandsayhiwon'thurt"-Nana

"Wow!Youreallyhaveitinformetoday,thanksfor

makingmefeelbad.Andyouarerightabout

everything,thethingisIhavebeensickNana.I've

beencollectingthingsIdidn'tneedinthenameof

grievingmymother,I'msureyouhavenoticed.I

neverusedtoinviteyoutocomeoverbecauseI

wasscaredyouwilljudgemeandthatyourmother

willtellthewholecommunityaboutmycondition.It

hasbeensohardforme,Ialmostdiedandthe

reasonIdissapearisbecauseIalwaysfeltlikeyou

arealllookingatme,thatyouwillthinkI'mcrazy.I

haven'tbeenthereforyoubecauseImyselfwasa

mess,beenattendingtherapy,myhouseisclean

now.I'mtryingsohard,thekids,Mhlengitheyare

allhelpingme…Iamahoardermyfriend"-Thulado

"Ohmygosh,itdidn'tclick…IalwayswonderedbutI

didn'tknowitwasthat.I'msorry…areyouOK?"-

Nana



"Yes!Areyouokay?"-Thulado

"OhThulado"shesighed,"TillthisdayIreallywishI

couldpressthatrewindbuttonbutI'velearned…

ngifundileolukhuluandnowI'matabetterplace.I

wanttodowellandbestablesoIcanadoptachild

oneday"-shesaidwithsmile

"Really?Thatisamazingmyfriend"-Thulado

"Yeah!TothinkI'veneverthoughtofitbeforebut

nowsinceIcanneverhavemyown,Ihavean

opportunitytogiveanorphanedchildouttherea

home…it'sallexciting"Nanasaid,Thuladohugged

herverytight

"It'sgoodtoseeyou,youlookabsolutelyamazing

andIloveyournewcar"-Nana

"Mhlengi,it'sallMhlengicanyoubelieveit"-

Thulado

"Hisagoodguy,I'mhappyforyou"-Nana

"AndSfiso?"-Thulado

"Ohmyman"Sheheavedasigh,"Imadepeacewith

thattoo,beengoingondateswithmymanager"-



Nana

"ah-aNana"Thuladowarned

"It'snotlikethat,wejustvibing.HisniceandI'm

singleso"-Nana

"Ohwell!Atleastyouwillhaveadateformy

wedding"-Thulado

"Wedding?"-Nanaaskedperplexed

"IknowthisZulumandidn'tgivemearingbuthe

proposedandI'mgettinglobolathisweekendandI

wantyoutobethere"-Thulado

"Ah-hanowIknowwhyyouarehere,youneedme

becauseyouknoweverythingwillfallapartwithout

mwaa"-Nana

"Verytrueindeed,whatcanIbewithoutyou.I

promisewhenwereturnI'mcomingtoseemom

withgroceries"-Thulado

"Good!Youknowyoucan'tcomeemptyhanded"-

Nanasaidwithachuckle

"Yeyyi!"Thuladolaughed,"SoI'mwaitingforyou,go

getyourstuff"-Thulado



"AiboIstillneedtotalktoAneletoextendmydays,

I'monlyofftodaytomorrowit'sbacktowork"-

Nana

"Angithiyousleepingwiththemanager?Goand

packhawu"Thuladosaidcoyly

"Youwillgetmeintotroublewenabutmyfriendis

gettingmarriedsoitiswhatitis"Nanasaid

excitedly

Shedashedoutdissapearinginbetweentheshacks,

afterwhatseemlikeforevershereturnedwitha

suitcase.

"Ididn'tsayvacation,it'sjustfortheweekend"-

Thulado

"Leavemealoneplease"Nanasaid

Thuladodroveoff…



****

Mhlengiclosedhislaptop,hestartedclearinghis

deskthenFrankwalkedinwithhisbag.

"Areyouready?"-Frank

"Yes!ThuladoisgoingtoleaveforMooianytime

fromnow"-Mhlengi

"Good!Youlookdistantthough,areyoureally

good?"-Frank

"It'sjust"hesighed,"Iwishmymomanddadwere

heretowitnesswhatI'mabouttodo,Ijustwantto

seethelookontheirfaces.Aretheyproud?Ismy

mothergoingtocrytearsofjoy…Iwishtheywere

alivetoseemychildren,toseeThulado"-Mhlengi

"Yohbro!Iknowhowyoufeel.It'sjustushey,itjust

usbutIknowtheyarehereinspirit.Idreamed

aboutFred,thatnightZamosleptatthehouse,I

sawhimsmilingatmethenhedissapeared.They

arewithusokay,wejusthavetokeepdoingwhat



wedoandgrowourlegacy,raiseourchildrenand

makeourwiveshappy"-Frank

"Wiveshuh?"-Mhlengi

"YouknowI'mmarryingmybabymama…don'tact"-

Frank

"IthoughtyoumarryingPage"-Mhlengi

"Ohhellno,Iwasjustfoolingaround,dudehave

youseenNomzamo??Haveyou??"-Frank

"Yeahshe'shot…Iwantedtoseehowstupidyou

are"-Mhlengisaidlaughing

"Yohshecomestothehouseandgivemesome

madsexthatleavesmecrippled,thenshecooks

threestarmealsandjustherpresencebringsso

muchcolor,Iwantherinmyhousewithmy

surnamesowecanmakemorebabies"-Mhlengi

"Whenyoutalkaboutcolor,youtalkingaboutshorty.

Yhongiyayithandaleyangane,withageshegets

morebeautifulandnowthatwearefightingthis

hoardingissuewearecloserthanbefore.Ialso

thinkshe'spregnant"-Mhlengi



"Nononoyoucan'tbepregnantbeforeme,yazi

Nomzamouclever.Ithinksheshe'son

contraceptives,Thatonehasattitudefordays.I

needtotoneitdownabit"-Franksaidwithasmirk

"Don'tworry,wewillcalluncle.I'msureheknows

someonewithsomestrongherbsbythemarket,I

heardifyoudetoxwiththeseherbsthenno

contraceptivesformedagainstyoushallprosper"-

Mhlengisaid

"Letscallhimnow"-Franksaidlaughing
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Chapter96

Stronglanguage

FestivitiesattheMdletshehouseholdeveryonein

thevillagecouldtellfromafar,ifitwasn'tthetentin

brightcreamandbluethenitwastheswarmof

peoplebuzzingaround.Thelasttimetheyhada

functionthatrequiredguestswaswhentheyhad

funeralsandthattimeThuladowaspaidforby

Mkhuzenibuttodaywasadifferentday,itwasa

dayforMhlengiandThuladoeventheheavens

agreed.Thesunshonebrightandtheaircolored

withfreshbreeze,themerrimentintheatmosphere

wasunmissable.Carsmadelinesalongsidethe

Mdletshehomestead,andpeopleweredressedto

kill.

"Iexplainedtoyou"Nanasaidtothepersononthe



phone

"I'mnothappyaboutthis,it'sveryunprofessionalof

you"-Anele

"Anelewhyareyousostuckup?"Nanaasked.

"FirstofallthisisaworkcallwhichmeansI'mMr

JantjietoyounotAnele,Idon'tmixpleasurewith

workunfortunatelysisiwabantu.I'mservingthisas

averbalwarning,ifyoudon'tproduceadoctor's

noteonMondaythenI'mrecordingthisasunpaid

leave.Nexttimepleaseplanyourthingsproperly

withyourfriends"-Anele

"Itoldyouitwaslastminutethings,Thuladoismy

friendIhadtobehere"-Nana

"Iunderstandthatbutitseemslikeyoudidn'tread

yourcontractproperly,there'swaysandclear

instructionstofileforleave.Notthisstupidsms

yousentmeonlastminute,pleasedobetternext

time"-Anele

"Fine!"-Nana

"Nowthat'soutofthewaypleasedoenjoyandsend



meloadsofpictures"-Anele

"Whateverbye"-Shehungup

NanamarchedbackintothehousewhereThulado

wasgettingready.

"I'mdonewithAnele"-Shesaid

"Whatdidhedonow?"-Thulado

"Hislitterallygoingtogivemeaverbalwarningand

recordthisasunpaidleavesinceIdidn'tfileforthe

leaveproperly"-Thulado

"Ohdear,histhathectic?"-Thulado

"Youhavenoidea,heboresmetodeathwithhis

grandpatendencieswiiiiiii"-Nana

"I'msorrythisisallmyfault,Iwillpaythedifference

shouldtheycutyoursalaryorIcouldpayforafake

doctor'snote"-Thulado

"Yeah!Greatidea"-Nana



"Nownosulkingit'sahappyday"-Thulado

Nhlanhlowalkedlookingallbeautifulinamustard

shweshweoutfit,Thuladowassittingonthestool

fixingherfacebeforeshegetscalledin.

"Thatdresswasmadeforyoumntase,Idon't

rememberyouputtingthismucheffortwhen

Mkhuzenicameandthismakesitsoclearwhoitis

thatyoulove"Nhlanhlo

"Thankyousis,Mhlengitellsmeyouhavebeen

helpinghimwithdad"-Thulado

"Yes!Hewasterrified,imaginedadissucha

sweetheartbutawholeMhlengiispetrifiedofhim,I

meanthisisMhlengi"-Nhlanhlo

"Mhlengiisnotscary,hisnormaljustlikeany

normalguyoutthere.Herespectsmyfather,Ithink

hewasscaredbecausehisalreadydonehimwrong

bytakingmypurityandmakingmillionbabies

thereafterngaphandlekokuvela"Thulado



"It'sgood,somemendon'tevencareaboutthat.It's

liketheydon'tknowourculture,it'ssickening"

Nhlanhlo

"IrememberwhenIlostmyvirginity,thatstupid

boysaidhewasn'tsureIwasavirgin.YetIrecall

himstrugglingtoputhisthingin,wehadtotrya

coupleoftimesbutwhenmymotherandmyaunts

wenttoreport.HeliedandsaidhisnotsureIwasa

virgin"-Nana

"Whathappened?"-Nhlanhlo

"Hesucceededinplantingtheseedofdoubt,Iwas

insultedforsleepingaroundyethewastheonly

manIknewsotheseguysareevil.It'snotlikethey

don'tknowculturebuttheyareirresponsible"-Nana

"Irememberthatdouche"-Thulado

"AnywayI'mheretotellyouthatyourpeopleare

stillwaitingoutside,wecan'tstartwithoutthe

Mthethwa's"-Nhlanhlo

"Idon'tfollow!"-Thulado

"Dadsaidsomethingaboutdoingtherightthing,the



lobolamustreturntotheMthethwa's,heisn't

allowedtocollectdowrytwice.Sotheycalled

Mkhuzenitobepartofthenegotiations"-Nhlanhlo

"Youfuckingkiddingme,Mhlengiwon'tbe

comfortablewiththat"Thuladosaidstandingtoher

feet

"Itdoesn'tconcernus,nowsithereandwaitfor

me…thisdoesn'tinvolveus"-Nhlanhlo

"Whycan'tdadcollectthengiveMkhuzeni,he

doesn'thavetositin.I'mnothappywiththat,he

doesn'tdeservetobetreatedwithsuchrespect

aftereverythinghisdonetome"-Thulado

"Iknowsisbutlet'strustdad…okay…rememberhis

notwell,ifyougoouttherethenyouputtinghimat

risktorelapse"-Nhlanhlo

Thuladosatdownslowly,Nhlanhlopatheronthe

backbeforewalkingout.

"NanapleasegooutthereandfindMhlengi,Iknow



hisgotagun.Tellhimeverythingbeforehereacts"-

Thulado

"Oknoproblem"-Nana

ThedoorcreakedopenandNombusocameholding

oldSharoninherarm.

"Sharon!!"Thuladosaidrushingtowardsher,"You

came!"Thuladoaskedexcitedly

"ThankstoMusa,hegavemealift.ArthritisornotI

wouldn'tmissthisdayfortheworld.Musaissucha

gentleman,hewassopatientthroughoutthewhole

trip,Ican'tsaythesamewithhiswoman"-Sharon

"I'msohappyyouhere,thetwinswillbeelated.

Thankyouforsacrificing"-Thuladosaidwithtears

wellinginhereyes

"Don'tcrymyangel,youandMhlengideservethis

andmore…nowIjustneedacupoftea,Ilovethis

placeit'ssopeacefulandgreen"-Sharon

"Differentfromthecityhey!"-Thulado"Very



different"-Sharon

"I'llgomakeherteaandI'llfindMhlengi.Howmany

spoonsofsugargogo"-Nana

"Threespoonsandmilk,thankyou"-Sharon

Nanadissapearedoutthedoor.

****

Nanawasnowwalkingoutsidetheyardsearching

forMhlengi'scar,shespottedhisMercedesundera

treesoshemadeherwaythere.Sheknockedonthe

windowandMhlengiunlockedthecar.

"Mkhwenyane"-Nana

"HeyKoti,iseverythingokay?"-Mhlengi

"Alliswell,yourgirliseagerlywaiting.Whereare

yourrepresentatives?"-Nana



"Theyjustbeencalledinaftersolong,doyouknow

what'sgoingon?"-Mhlengi

"That'swhyI'mhere,apparentlyyourfatherinlaw

waswaitingforMkhuzeniandfamily,theywillbe

sittinginforthenegotiations"-Nana

"IsawtwocarsdrivinginnotsolongagocbutI

couldn'ttellexactly,it'sokay.Iwasexpectingthat,

it'spartofourculture,howisThulado?"-Mhlengi

"Youwillhavetoseeherforyourself"-Nana

"Uzumtsheleukuthingiyamthanda"-Mhlengi

"Iwill…letmereturn"-Nana

Justbeforeshecouldenterthegateshefeltahand

pullingherbehindthefence,shetriedtofightitoff

butitwastoostrong.

"Shhhhit'sme"Thevoicewhispered

"Sfiso!"Shesaid

"Youjustwalkpastmycarthere,Itriedtowaveat



youbutyoudidn'tseeme"-Sfiso

"WellIdidn'tseeyou,aren'tyousupposedtobe

inside?"-Nana

"NahIcamelate,plussomeonehasgottokeepa

lookoutjustincasethatboytrieshisstunts,Isaw

himenteringwithelders.I'monstandby"-Sfiso

"Who'srepresentingMhlengi"-Nana

"Hisuncle,FrankandMusa"-Sfiso

"Ohok"-Nana

"Howareyou?"-Sfiso

"Seriously?I'mfineSfiso.IfyouthinkIstayed

miserablebecauseyouleftme,youarewrong.I'm

doingfine"-Nana

"Datingyourmanager?"-Sfiso

"Areyouhavingmefollowed?"-Nana

"No!"hesaidlaughing,"I'makrugerminadali,we

haveourways"-Sfiso

"Okkekruger,Ineedtogobackinside"-Nana



"Packyourbags,movetoJoburgwithme.Wewill

startafreshawayfromeverything.Youcangoback

toschoolinsteadofstandingthewholedaybythe

tills.Comeandstartalifewithme"-Sfiso

"WhateverSfiso…bye"Shewiggledherselfoffhim

andleft.

****

Thentherewascommotioncomingfromthemain

house,neighborswhowerehelpingintheyard

stoodtoseewhatwastheissue.MhlengiandSfiso

cameintotheyardrunningwithgunsintheirhands,

theypushedthroughthecrowdthathasgathered

outside.Theybudgedintothehouse,assoonas

Franksawhisbrother,herushedtohim.

"Letstalkoutsidebafo"-Frank

"No!What'sgoingoninhere"-Mhlengiasked.

"AsambeniIwillexplaintoyououtside,younot



allowedinhere"-Frank

TherewerenowstandingoutsidebyMhlengi'scar

smokingajoint.

"Didyouhavetobudgeinlikethatinfrontofyour

inlaws,carryingagun?"-Frank

"YouthinkI'mhappythatfoolisinthere?I'monly

composingmyselfformywifeandchildren,ngabe

kadengaqedangalelagolominamfethu.Ngabe

semathambumhlopheloyaskhwamaandtheywont

evenfindhisbody"-Mhlengi(Iwouldhavekilled

himlongtime)

"Iunderstandbrobutrememberthepolicearestill

watchingyoulikeahawk,oneslipupandyouback

inside"-Frank

"Nowtellmewhathappenedinthere?"-Mhlengi

"Theywantustocleansetheirhouse,theywanta

cowfromyouforimpregnatingThuladowhilehe

wasingodusoyabo"-Frank



"Nxaifokoff,I'mnotdoingthatshit.Thuladohas

alwaysbeenmine,histheonewhoissupposedto

paymeforbewitchingmygirl,hecangofuck

himself.IwillpayeverythingthatMdletshewants

forshorty,everythingandmore.Iknowmycrimes

whenitcomestoThulado,I'llpayforhervirginity,

thechildrenbutKhuzaniyenahemustcomeand

askmeforthatcleansingcow…mantoman"-

Mhlengi

"Sobeit"-Frank

Theykilledthebudandwalkbackinside.

"Ngcoboyouaren'tsupposedtobehereuntilthe

negotiationsarefinished.Icanseeyouareusedof

beingdisrespectfulinpeople'shouses?"-Mdletshe

"I'msorrybaba"Mhlengisaidrespectfully,"I

panicked,Ithoughtsomethingbadwashappening,

ngiyaxolisa"heemphasized

"Iwillhavetofineyouasheepforwalkingintomy



yardasasoninlawwithagun,Ihopeyou

understand"-Mdletshe

"Ifullyaccept"-Mhlengi

"AsIwassayingMdletshewhatThuladodidwith

thismanhurtmeandbruisedmyego,ittaintedmy

imagesoI'mentitledforacleansingandIpromiseI

willnotstandintheway.Ihavemadepeacethat

shedoesn'tloveme,I'mreleasingherwithapure

heartsolongasIgetmycleansing"-Mkhuzeni

"eybabangekengizengikwenzelokho,uyangizwa.

Takeyourcowsandgetlost,youlaidyourhandson

mywoman,yesshewasmine,youtriedtotakeher

awayfrommewithyourwitchcraft"-Mhlengi

"Doyouhaveproofofthat?"-Mkhuzeni

"Idon'tneedproof,thelongevityofthatjokeyou

calledamarriageisproofenoughbecausewhenI

came,theowner.Thingshappenedwithinablinkof

aneyesani,whatmoreproofyouwant?"-Mhlengi

"Youthinkyouhavesuperpowers,youthinkyouare

untouchable.Iknowyoustolemycarsyoufucking

thief"-Mkhuzeni



"Athiefuyihlomsunu"Mhlengistoodup

"Youwillcleanseme"-Mkhuzenisaidstandingup

too

"Never!Nowtakeyourcentsandgobribeformore

tendersyouweakling"-Mhlengi

Mkhuzeniclickedhistongueandwalkedout,his

elderstookthemoneytheyweregivenandfollowed

suit.

"NowI'mfiningyouacowforusingstrong

languageinmypresenceandstandinginthe

middleandyouareachildinthishouse"-Mdletshe

"Ngiyaxolisababa"-Mhlengi

Sfisowentbacktocheckthepostoutsidefollowed

byMusa.ItwasnowFrank,uncleandMhlengileft

inside.
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Chapter97

~Thestormcamebeforethecalm~

MkhuzeniMthethwahadgone,theNgcobo'sand

theMdletshe'swerelefttosalvagewhatwasleftof

thenegotiations,andtheceremonyproceeded.

Mhlengipaidallhisduesandearnedhimselfawife,

themotherofhischildrenandtheloveofhislife.



Therewerenowseatedinthetentwhiletheladies

screamednamesoffamilymemberstocome

forwardtocollecttheirblanketsandgifts,Mhlengi's

unclethoughtitwouldbebettertocombinethe

lobolaandizibizosothatthecoupleisleftwithjust

theweddings.Thenittygrittieshaveawayof

delayingthingsbeforeyouknowit,it'stwoyears

laterandstillnotmarried.

Immediatelyeveryonepreppedtheirphone'sand

foundtheirseatswhentheyheardsingingcoming

fromoutside,itwasNombusoandNhlanhlohelped

byacoupleofgirlsfromthevillage.Theywere

singingasignificantsongthatfittedtheceremony

perfectly,Thuladowasbeinghandedovertothe

Ngcobo'sasyoungassheis,shewasgoingtoher

housenow,himandMhlengiweretobemadeone.

Aniboyilekelela,isencanelengane thesisters

beltedoutastheypushedthroughthecrowdwith

Thuladointhemiddle,herheadlookingtothe



ground,tearsflowingdownherface.Thoughthere

wasululatingfromallcornersofthetent,she

couldn'thearhermother,shewishedshecouldat

leastfeelhertouch,justherpresencebutshe

wasn'tthere.OnlywhenNombusoandNhlanhlo

stoppedshepickedupherhead,hereyesmetwith

his.Hewasonthefloorwithbothknees,hiseyes

glisteningtoo.

"Iknowthisisreversed,butIwantedtodoitright

shorty,IknowI'mnotperfectandIhavedone

thingswrongforlongestoftime"-Mhlengi

"Standwasamipleasestandup"-Thulado

interuptedhim

"NonotuntilI'mdone"-Mhlengi

"Iloveyou"-Thulado

"Iloveyoutoo"-Mhlengisaidwithalightchuckle,

thetentwasnowsilent

"AsIwassaying,YoustayedbymysidewhenI

leastexpectedit,youknewmewhenIwasnothing



andyousawbeyondthat.Idon'twanttotalkmuch

becauseIwantmyactionstospeakforme.Ichose

thistimetodoitbecauseIknowyoudon'thavea

choicebuttosayyes"-Mhlengisaid,theguests

chuckled,"Ontherealthough,Iwanteveryonehere

toserveasawitnessofourlove,Iwantedtowait

untildadagreesthatIamallowedtoproceedwith

thisjourneyandnowthatwesatandironthingsout.

Iwanttoaskyoucherieyami…areyouokaywith

me?,areyouhappytospendtherestofyourlife

withme?"-Mhlengi

"Yes,I'dbelyingifisaidanyotherthing.Iwould

chooseyouoverandoverandoveragainFuze"-

Thulado

"Ahhyizoke"-Mhlengisaidsliddingthediamond

ringontoherlittlefinger.Hestoodtohisfeetand

dustedhiskneesthenpulledThuladointohis

embrace.

Thecrowdwentcrazywithjoyouscelebration,

MdletshejustsattherequietlynexttoNombuso's



mother.TheDjincreasedthevolumeplayingsome

calmmusicasplatesoffoodmadetheirwayinto

thetent.

****

LaterthatnightFrankandNomzamocarriedthe

kidsintothecar,theyplannedtodrivetoanearest

B&B.Theyardwasjusttoocrowdedandtherewas

nospaceforthemtorestforthenight.

"Sowhatareyougoingtodo?"-Frank

"I'llfollowyou,justsendmethelocationwhenyou

findaplace"-Mhlengi

"Isitsafe?RememberwearenotinDurban.Is

everyonesafeafterthataltercationwith

Mthethwa?"-Frank

"I'mnotsurebutSfisohaseverythingundercontrol,

hedidn'tcomealonebutFrankit'sunderyourseat…

ifpushcomestoshove…useit"-Mhlengi



"Heyhey…areyoucrazy?"Franksaidholding

Mhlengiclose,"There'saguninmyfuckingcar?

WhatifIgetstoppedbythepolice,whatifZamo

seesit?"-Frank

"Ohmygoshseriously?Canyoustopfreakingout

andbestrong…okay.Thatgunhasbeentherefora

whilenowandZamohasn'tseenit,butshewillif

youpanick.Youknowyouhaveourchildren,your

woman,Frankyouhavegottoprotectthem"-

Mhlengi

"Alittlewarningwouldbenice!"-Franksaidthrough

grittedteeth

"JustremembereverythingItaughtyou,drivesafe

andringmethemomentyouseesomething

suspicious.Iloveyoubro"-Mhlengi

"Fine,okandIloveyoutoo"-Frank

TheyhuggedandMhlengisawthemoffbefore

returningintotheMdletshehousehold.



****

Thuladowasnowseatedwithherfatherinhisroom.

"Ican'tbelievethatyouwillknowbelongtoanother

family"-Mdletshe

"IknowbutI'mreallyhappybaba,I'mgratefulthat

yougottobepartofthis"-Thulado

"Youdon'tknowhowhappyandproudIam,evenif

Godcancomeandtakemenow,myheartisat

peace"-Mdletshe

"Don'ttalklikethat,Istillneedyoutowalkmedown

theaisle"-Thulado

"Youmusthurry"-Mdletshesaidlaughing

"Iloveyoudad"-Thulado

"Iloveyoutoomybaby"-Mdletshesaidproudly,

"YouknowlomfanawakwaNgcobouluhlaza,he

putMkhuzeniinhisplaceanddeepdowninmy

heartthatgavemepeaceandI'mveryhappy



becauseIknowthathewillloveandprotectyou

eveninmyabsence.Iwasdissapointedthathe

sworeinfrontofmewithnoremorsebutwhenIput

myprideasideIsawbeyondwhathappenedduring

negotiations,Isawamanwhoisnotapushover,a

manwhowillfightforhisfamily.Hisbrave,very

braveandyoumydaughterareingoodhands"-

Mdletshe

"Yetyoufinedhimdad"-Thuladosaidchuckling

"Yes,thisismyhouse.Hecan'tdoashepleases,I

birthedhiswifethereforehemustrespectme"-

Mdletshesaidwithachortle

"Granted,I'mtirednow,I'mgoingtorest"-Thulado

"Noproblembutfirstbringyourhusbandhere,I

wanttotalktohim"-Mdletshe

****

ThuladofoundMhlengisittingonthebedinher

rondavelthatoncebelongedtohermother,shesat



nexttohim.

"Youokay?"-sheasked

"EishshortyI-Imessedrealbad,howcanImake

suchflop?"-Mhlengi

"Youdidwhatwhatyouhadtodo"-Thulado

"IcouldhavegottenthesameoutcomeifIuseda

betterapproachbutno,Iwentfullonkrugermode.I

don'tevenwanttoimaginewhatyourfatherthinks

ofme,I'mreallysorryaboutthis"-Mhlengi

"Aahplease,don'tapologize.IknowyourheartandI

alsoknowhowperfectyouwantedthistobe.

Nhlanhlotoldmeeverythingandhowyou

anticipatedmeetingmyfather"-Thulado

"Andibudgedinduringnegotiationswithagunin

myhand,asifthatwasenoughIsworeinfrontof

myfatherinlaw…fuckenshit"-Mhlengi

"That'swhatIloveaboutyou,youkeepitrealallthe

time.It'sbetterthanpretendingyouthischurch

lovingguymeanwhileumisiinombolobehindour



backs.ThisismyMhlengi…don'tstressit,ohand

myfatheraskedforyou"-Thulado

"Why?Pleasecomewithme?"-Mhlengipleaded

"Areyouscared?"-Thulado

"NoI'mnotscaredbutpleaseaccompanyme,what

ifhebeatsmewithhiswalkingstickandbreakmy

legs?"-Mhlengi

"Weeeeyouaresuchababy…comelet'sgo"-

Thuladolaughed

Afterafewminutestheywalkedhandinhand

enteringMdletshe'sroom,hewasalreadyseated.

"Webackbaba"-Thulado

"Iwishtospeaktohiminprivate"-Mdletshe

"Ok"-Thuladosaidwalkingout,shewinkedathim

andMhlengilookedatherwithpleadingeyes

"Disrespect?NgcobodisrespectwasthelastthingI

expectedfromyouaftereverythingyoudid.You



cometomyhouseforthefirsttimeandyoudothis

Ngcobo?Isthiswhatyourparentstaughtyou?"-

Mdletshe

"No"-Mhlengirepliedwithhisheaddroppedtothe

ground

"Firstyoudefilemydaughterandyoudon'tdo

anything,thenyoumakeherpregnantandstill

silence.Youhumiliatedherbyimpregnatingher

whileshewastobemarriedtosomeoneelse…

Ngcobo?"-Mdletshe

"Baba!ThuladoI'vealwayslovedher,andIknew

thatonedayGodwillgivemethestrengthand

mightIneeded,todorightbyher.I'mreallysorryfor

whattranspiredearlieronitwasn'tmyintentionfor

youtoseethatsideofmebutbabauMkhuzeni

thrivesinprovokingme.Iknewhewasgoingtotry

something,iwasalertbutbabaIcanonlyapologize

forbehavinginappropriatelyinfrontofyoubutI

meanteverysinglewordIsaidtohim.Thuladotold

meeverythinghedidandIwon'tallowhimtocome

emagcekeniakoMdletshetodoashepleases,over

mydeadbody"-Mdletshe



"Youdidwellson,deepdownIhopedforapunch

onhisfaceandakickonhisballsuyadelela

loyamfanabutbecauseofcultureIhadtofineyou.

I'mwelcomingyouintomyhomewithwarmhands,

excusemyexcitementbutasyoucansee,God

blessedmewithgirlsonly,Idon'thaveasonto

expandmylegacy,togrowmynamebutatleast

nowIcansayIhaveason.Respectwillberestored

inthisfamily,NgcoboI'mnotwellandIcangobe

withmycreatoranytimefromnowbutpleasetake

careofmyfamily,mybabyThuladu.Ileaveherin

yourhands,I'maskingfromthebottomofmyheart

thatyoudon'tchangeonher.Sheneedsthatfeeling

ofbelonging,afamilythatisgoingtoloveher

unconditionally.Nonhlanhlatoldmeabouther

sicknessandIcan'thelpitbuttoblamemyselffor

allofthat,shedidn'tgrieveproperlyinsteadI

shovedherintothehandsofwitchwhomabused

heranddroveheroutofherhome.Iwasn'ttherefor

her,Ineverstayedathome,Iwouldstayinthe

fieldshidingbehindwork.ForaslongasIsent

moneyhomeitwasenoughaccordingtome,only

nowirealizedthemessIcreated.It'stoolateforme



butpleaselookafterherforme"-Mdletshe

"Iwilldothatbaba,thankyouforwelcomingme"-

Mhlengi

Mhlengistoodtoherfeetbiddingfarewell,thats

whenNombuso'smombudgedin.

"Ifeelsorryforyou,I'mstartingtosuspectthather

motherleftherwitchbagswithher,it'sveryclear

thatyouarebewitched"-shesaidpointingto

Mhlengi,"Butit'snoneofmybusiness,onlytime

willtell"sheadded

Mhlengirushedout,herantoThulado'srondavel,

hefoundherlyingonthebed.

"Youarecomingwithme,packyourstuff"-Mhlengi

"What'swrong?Whatdiddadsay?"-Thulado

"NothingbuthesaidIcantakeyouwithme"-



Mhlengi

Thuladopackedherbags.
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Chapter98

Mhlengiswooshedthecaronthedirtroadleaving

cloudsofdustbehind.Thuladostartedworrying,



thelevelofsilencefromhermanwasalarming.

"Fuzewhat'sgoingon?"-Thulado

"YouknowIloveyouandmychildrenright?"-

"Mhlengi

"YesIknow"-Thulado

"I'mnotcomfortablewithyoucominghere,isthere

awaytohavedadvisitusinstead,Icanorganize

someonetofetchhimandI'llmakesurehis

comfortablebutIdon'twantyouguysspending

timeinthathouse"-Mhlengi

"Mhlengithatsmyhome,thathouseismyhome"-

Thulado

"Iknowbutit'snotagoodplaceforyouandthe

children,Idon'ttrustyourmothers"-Mhlengi

"Ohthem…yeahbutyouknowwhattheysayabout

family"-Thulado

"Ijustdon'twantustofindourselvesintroubleor

apartbecauseofwitches,Idon'ttrustthem"-

Mhlengi



"SowejustgoingtorunandbeanIsland,segregate

ourselvesfromeveryone?"-Mhlengi

"No!WehaveFrank,Nomzamo,Nanaeven

Nhlanhlobutthathouseiscoveredwithevil"-

Mhlengi

Thuladokeptquiet…

"WegoingtotheB&BjustintheoutskirtsofMooi

Mpofana,it'scalledRearsbyFarm,Nomzamo

pickedit"-Mhlengi

"Iheardit'sabeautifulplace,sodoesthismeanwe

willhavetodrivebackhomeinthemorning.We

can'tjustdissapearlikethat"-Thulado

"Youcancalldadandlethimknowwearenotinthe

yardsotheydon'taskquestionswhenwecomein

themorning"-Mhlengi

"Ithoughtyousaiddadknew"-Thulado

"Justtrustmeokay"-Mhlengi



Thuladokeptquiet…

Thecloudsgatheredanddarkened,thesoundsof

cracklingthunderburstthroughtheeardrums,the

heavensopenedupanditpoured.Mhlengiand

Thuladolookedtoeachothersuspiciously.

"OhmygoshMhlengi,NanaIleftherbehind.

There'snowayshewillbecomfortableallalone"-

Thulado

"Don'tworrySfisoiscomingwithher"-Mhlengi

****

*Thenextmorning*

Thecrewmetupforbreakfastinthedininghall,the



childrenbuzzedtheycouldn'twaittoparticipatein

activitiesplannedforthematthefarmB&B,though

itrainedcatsanddogsthenightbeforethechildren

werealwaysinthemoodforadventure.

"Youguyscannotdoanythingoutside,it'sallmuddy

pluswedrivingbackhometoday"-Thulado

"Awmaaan"thetwinssaidtogethersadly

"WecancheckiftheweatherisgoodinDurban,

maybewecansqueezeinatriptouShaka"-

Nomzamosuggestedthekidsfaceslitup

"Wherearethesemen?"-Nanaasked

"IleftMhlengisleepingflat,helookedexhausted"-

Thulado

"Funnybecauseit'sthesamewithSfisoandI

noticedhisbootsaremuddy,it'slikehewas

walkinginmudbutwedroveherelastnight"-Nana

"Doesthatmeanyouguyssortedthings?"-

Nomzamo

"Youreallygoingtotalktomelikenothing



happened?"-Nana

"ComeonNana,I'mcool.WeallhaveapastandI'm

willingtopretendlikenothinghappened.Wedon't

havetobeoneachother'sthroatsyouknow,Ihave

nothingagainstyouhonestly.Unlessyouafter

Frank"-Zamosaidwithachuckle

"Nothanks,ifyouareokaythenI'mgoodtoo,I've

healedandIpromisenomoreoutburstsfrommy

side"-Nana

"GoodienowIcanenjoymyfriendsinpeacekinini

ngimincile"(I'vebeenholdingmybreath)-Theyall

burstoutinlaughter

Thenthemencameinlookingratherdrained.

"Morningbeautifulpeople"-Mhlengisaidkissing

Thulado,hethenpeckedthechildrenontheir

foreheadsbeforesittingdown.Frankdidthesame,

theyallsataroundthetable.



Sfisonowhadabandageonhisarm,Frankand

Mhlengihadbruiseshereandthere.Theyallstarted

eatinginsilence.

"Musaarrivedsafely,hedroppedoffSharoninthe

weehours"-Mhlengibrokethesilence

"ThankGod,Ican'tstandhisgirlfriend"-Nana

"Tellmeaboutit"-"Thuladosaidnervously

"That'sgoodbro!howcrazywastheweatherlast

night?"-Franksaid

"Yeah,Ihadtogatherthechildrenandpraybecause

itsoundedlikeitwasoutsideourdoor"-Zamosaid

"Maybeit'sbecauseweareinthemountains,itwas

reallyintense"-Nana

"Yeah,gentscanIbeexcusedfromthetripbackto

theMdletshe's.Ineedtogotothehospital"-Sfiso

"Yeahsure,Nanacandriveyou.Wewilljustbid

farewellandwewillfollow"-Mhlengi



****

WhentheyarrivedatThulado'shouse,peoplewere

sittingingroupsundertreesandoutsidethe

homestead,therewasmeatandmqombothimaking

rounds.Mdletshespottedthecarssoheambled

withhiswalkingsticktowardstheirdirection.

Mhlengijumpedoffthecarfastsohecouldhelp

him,theyardwasmuddyandslippery.

"Son!"-Mdletshesaid

"Baba!"Mhlengi

"YoudidwellbytakingThuladolastnight,her

mothersrondavelgotstruckbylightning…look"-

Mdletshesaidpointingitwithhisstick

Mhlengi'seyewidened,Thuladowalkedslowlyin

shock.Itwaslikedejavu,thatdayhermother

burnedintoasheswithnoonetohelpherout.



"Idon'tknowwhattosay"-Mhlengi

"Takeyourfamilyandgo,wewilltalkonthephone

aboutthewedding"-Mdletshe

"Babawhydon'tyoucomeandstaywithus,youwill

gettoseeyourgrandchildrenandyouwillbecloser

togoodhospitals"-Mhlengi

"TemptingbutIwillhavetodecline.Thisismy

home,Ibuiltthishousefromscratch,mychildren,

mywivesarehere.Runningawaywillonlymake

thingsworse,justkeepthemsafeandawayfrom

here"-Mdletshe

"Babaplease"-Thulado

"It'sokaymyangel,aslongasyouandmy

grandchildrenaresafe.Iloveyou"-Mdletshe

MhlengipulledThuladoaway,Mdletshewavedat

themastheyalldroveouttheyard.

****



Thecrewdecidedtochangeintobeachattireand

headedtouShakaMarineworld.ThetripfromMooi

toDurbanwasrathershortandtheweather

eThekwiniwasbrightandwarm.MhlengiandFrank

tookthekidstotheslidesinthewetnwildsection

whileThuladoandZamochillednexttothepool

area.

"Thatringissparkling"-Nomzamosaidinawe

"It'sbeautiful,Iloveit"-Thulado

"Howdoesitfeel?"-Nomzamo

"SurrealbutIhavethatwarmfuzzyfeelingfrom

deepwithin,Icannotexplainit"-Thulado

"I'mpregnant"-Nomzamoblurted

"Youlie"-Thuladosaidgasping

"I'mseriousbutIhaven'ttoldhimyet,I'msohappy

Thulado…Ilovehimsomuch"-Nomzamo

"Thisissogreat,congratulations"-Thulado



"Thankyouandyourceremonywasbeautiful"-

Zamo

"Eishit'snothowIenvisionedit,honestlybutI'm

gladithappened.SomethingwasamissandI

cannotputmyfingeronit"-Thulado

"MustbethatMkhuzeniguy"-Zamo

"Iguess,butmyweddingisgoingtobewhatIwant

ittobe"-Thulado

Thulado'sphonestartsringing…

"HeyNhlanhlo!"-Thulado

"Heydade!Didyouarrivesafe?"-Nhlanhlo

"Yesweareactuallyatthebeachwiththekids,it's

sohotthisside"-Thulado

"Hownice,pleasefindmeamanthatsideaswell,

I'mtiredoflivingintherurals"-Nhlanhlo

"I'mplanningatripfordadtocome,youmustjoin

himandfindyourselfaman"-theybothlaughed



"WellIcalledtotellyouthatMkhuzeniisdead"-

Nhlanhlo

"What?"-Thulado

"Yeah,hewasfoundinhiscarinsideariver.Hewas

outdrivinglastnightanditissuspectedthatheslid

offtheroadslippingintoariverwherehefailedto

freehimselfoutofthecar.Hedrownedanddied."-

Nhlanhlo

"Shame,hispoorchildren"-Thulado

"Yeah,butwhatwasheoutdoingatnightinsuch

badweather.I'msuspectinghiswizardtendecies"-

Nhlanhlo

"Youneverknow,anywaythanksforlettingme

know"-Thulado

"Noproblem,enjoyguys.Iwilldefinitelycomewith

dadngikengishayweumoyanami"-Nhlanhlosaid

thenshehungup

"Mkhuzeniisdead"-ThuladosaidtoNomzamo

"Goodriddanceiscefenje"-Zamo

"Youneedtogobacktochurch,yourheartncnc"-



Thuladosaidwithachortle

"Godwillforgiveme"-Nomzamosaidasshe

laughedcoveringhermouth.
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Chapter99

Thechildrengatheredaroundthepoolareaasthe

uShakaMarineworld'soceanwarriormascots

madetheirwaytothelittlebridgeoverthepool,you



couldjustseetheexcitementwrittenontheirfaces.

Themusicstartedplayinginthebackgroundand

theentertainersstarteddancing,thechildren

cheeredandtheparentsclappedtheirhands.

"DeliathedolphinisauntyCourtney"-Lubanzi

blurtedout

"Don'tlie,auntyCourtneyisamarinebiologist"-

Luminjalospat

"YesbutsometimesherandauntyZiyandawearthe

costumesandpretend,Isawthemtheotherday.I

havebeenherebeforemorethanyouLumi"-Lubi

"ButstillDeliathedolphinisnotauntyCourtney"-

Lumi

"Itisher!Andthere'snothingyoucansaythatwill

changemymindbecauseIsaidso"-Lubi

"Oksalayoit'snot"-Lumi

"Stopityoutwo"-Mhlengiwarned



Thetwinsfoldedtheirarms,poutingtheirmouths.

"Nowyourfriendismakingmychildrenfight"-

ThuladowhisperedintoMhlengi'sear

BeforeMhlengicouldreplytheMCladyscreamed

throughthemicrophone.

"Helloeverybody,welcometouShakaMarine

world'swetnwild,whatabeautifulsunnydaytobe

here,thankyouforchoosingus.Nowtothosewho

havebookedinfortheAquariumtheywillbe

feedingthesharksat3pmfollowedbythedolphin

showsopleasemakeyourwaythereintimesothat

youdonotmissout.Nowourmascotsloveto

dancebutitgetsalittlelonelyuphere,whowould

lovetovolunteertocomedancewithus…showus

thosecoolmoves"-TheMcbeltedout

Allthekidsjumpedupanddownraisingtheirhands.



"Wellmakesurethatyouchooseaparenttocome

upwithyou"-Mc

"Me!Me!Me!"Luminjalosaideagerly

Mhlengipickedherupandputheronhisshoulder

soshecouldseeproperly,Luminjalostartedgetting

impatientasmorekidspickeduptheirhandsso

theycouldgetchosen.

"Pickmeandmydad,wecandance"-Lumi

screamedontopofherlungs

TheMcchuckledbeforepointingather,Mhlengiran

uptherampwithherandthecrowdcheered.

"DoesMhlengievenknowhowtodance?"-Zamo

askedThulado



"Waitandsee"-Thuladosaidwithacoysmile

"Hemustn'tmakeafoolofhimself"-Franksaid

chuckling

Themusicstartedandtheushakamarinemascots

stoodinaformationasifthereweregoingtohavea

danceoff."Itaintme"theamapianoremixblasted

offthespeakersthecrowdwentcrazyandsodid

Luminjalo,shejumpedinexcitementMhlengijust

smiledlookingather.Themascotswentofffirst

withtheirfirstroundofdanceandwhentheywere

finishedtheystoppedgivingupthedancefloorto

LumiandMhlengi,thepairclappedtheirhands

beforesurprisingeveryonewiththeirroutinedance

thatseemedtohavebeenplannedbeforehand,

Lubanziwasalsodancingonthegroundwiththem

evenThuladogotshocked.Aftertheywereall

finisheditwasobviouswhowonthebattle.Mhlengi

andLuminjaloweretakentothebacktocollect

theirprizes.



"Aibosoyouthreehavebeenpracticingdance

routinesbehindmyback?"-ThuladoaskedLubanzi

"Yes!Dadhasbeenteachingusathome,it'sfor

somethingspecial"-Lubanzi

"What'sthat?"-Thuladoasked

"Ican'ttellyou"-Lubanzi

Thuladoshookherheadinuttershock,shewasnot

expectingthat.Suddenlyshefelttheurgetousethe

bathroom,sheexcusedherselfandleft.

****

Thechildrenstartedyawningandtheridesweren't

soenticinganymore.

"WeshouldhavebookedfortheAquariumaswell"-

Nomzamo



"I'mgladwedidn't,howmanytimesmustwewatch

thosesharksanddolphin?"-Frank

"Exceptit'snotforyoubutthechildren"-Nomzamo

"It'sboring"-hesaidhonestly

"WhateverFrank"-Nomzamo

WhiletherewerestillbickeringZiyandaappeared

walkingtowardsthem,Franksheartstarted

pounding.

"Heyfamily"-shesaidsarcastically

"Yawhatdoyouwant?"-Nomzamo

"Definitelynotyou"-Ziyandasaidrudely

"Problemisthatyouthinkyouareentitled,youand

yourfriend.Stayawayfrommyfamily,I'mwarning

you"-Nomzamo

"It'sokaybabe,there'snoneedtocauseascene"-

Frankwhispered



"Frankcanwetalk?"-Ziyandasaidfoldingherarms

"Youcantalkrightherebecausemymanisnot

goinganywhere"-Nomzamo

"OhIsee,soyouwanttohearhowslidintomy

pussy,makingmemoan,youwanttohearhowhe

mademepregnant?"-Ziyanda

"Whatdidyoujustsay?"-Nomzamosaidgettingup

"Eish!Nonowearenotdoingthis,wehavechildren

closeby"Frankmuttered

"Frankwhatisshetalkingabout?"-Nomzamo

"She…she"-Frankgottonguetied

"YesFrankpleasetellyouruglyducklingwhat'sup"

-Ziyanda

AhotslaplandedonZiyanda'sface,thatalone

earnedthemacrowd,FrankpulledZiyandaaway

furiouslybeforetheiraltercationturnedintoafist

fight.



Mhlengirushedbackwithstuffedtoysthat

Luminjaloandhimwonfromthedancebattle,he

fussedoveratearingNomzamo,thechildrenwere

toointriguedbyLuminjalo'sgiantstuffeddolphin.

"Heydon'tlethergetunderyourskin"-Mhlengisaid

toNomzamo

"SoFrankreallysleptwithher?YouknowIwasso

happythatweareworkingthingsout,Ievenfound

outthatI'mpregnantandIwasplanningontelling

himtonightbutnowitdoesn'tmatter"-Zamo

"Itdoesmatter,youarecarryingourseed.Youare

veryspecialtoourfamilyZamo,don'tworryabout

Ziyandashe'sjusttryingtoruinthingsbetweenyou

andFrank,sheknowsthathedoesn'tseeherlike

that"-Mhlengi

"TheysleptMhlengi,howdoIerasethatinmyhead

anditlooksliketherewasnoprotection,shesaid

she'spregnant"-Zamo

"What?"-Mhlengisaidastounded,hehuggedZamo

untilshecalmeddown,"WhereisThulado?"he



finallyasked

"Sheleftforthebathroomawhileago"-Zamosaid,

suddenlyshewidenedhereyes

Mhlengipanickedandranoff.

****

Thuladocameoutfromthebathroommeeting

Courtneyrightatthedoor,suddenlyfearclothedher.

Eventhoughshevouchedtobeatherupshouldshe

meddleinherrelationshipwithMhlengi,deepdown

sheknewshewasn'tthatkindofgirl.Shewouldn't

evenhurtafly,shepretendedlikeshedidn'tseeher

andwalkedpassher.

"Youdidnotpretendlikeyoudidn'tseeme"-

Courtney

"Ohhi"-Thuladosaidinapitchyvoice



"Ihavesomethingtoshowyou"-Courtneysaidwith

asmile

"Nothanks"-Thuladosaidattemptingtowalkaway

"Areyouperhapsscaredthatyouwilldiscoverthat

hisnotsoperfectafterall…huh?"-Courtney

"What'syourproblem?"-Thuladoblurtedout

"Followme,wewillbequick.Ijustwanttogetthis

outandIwillbeoutofyourhair...forgood"-

Courtney

Thuladoswallowedhardbutcuriositygotthebest

ofher,shefoundherselfinprivateroomsthatshe

didn'tevenknowexistedatuShaka.

"SoIdidn'twanttosayitoutloud,butMhlengiandI

havebeenshagging,heaskedmetokeepitasecret

becausehedidn'twanttohurtyou.Iwasn'tgoingto

sayallofthisbuthisverydishonest,hepromised

thatwhenyouarewell,hewouldletyougoandtake

mesowecouldraisethechildrentogetherand



possiblyhavemorekids"-Courtney

"HetoldyouthatI'mnotwell?"-Thulado

"Duhisn'titobvious"-Courtneysmirked

"Ok,youcanhavehim"-Thuladosaid

Tearswelleduphereyesandherlipsstartedto

tremble,shemadeherwaytothedoorbutithad

automaticallylocked.Shestartedfeelinghotand

dizzy,shebalancedagainstthewalls.Courtney

stoodthereamused,shenoticedhersweating

rapidlyandcapitalizedonthatbyincreasingthe

heatontheaircon,shethenusedthebackdoorto

letherselfoutandquicklyshutitclosedlockingit

fromoutsideleavingThuladotostruggleallalone.

****

Mhlengiandeveryoneelsehavesearchedtheentire

marineworldforThuladobuttheycouldn'tfindher,

Franksuggestedtheyreporthermissingathelp



desk.

"Maybesheleft,anadultcannotgomissinghere"-

Theladyrepliedtothem

"Wecametogetherwithourchildren,shewouldn't

justleave"-Mhlengi

"Sir!Thesethingshappen,onedayapersonishere

lookingallhappy,thenexttheyaregone.Onlyto

findoutthereweren'tashappyasyouthoughtthey

are"-Helpdesklady

"Ukhulumaamasimbawena,Frankthisisawaste

oftime"-Mhlengi

"CanItalktoyourmanager"-Franksaidtothelady,

givingherasternlook

"OrwecouldgototheCCTVcontrolroom"-thelady

quicklysaid

Nomzamowassopanicked,sheoptedtotakethe

childrenforanearlysupperatSpurwhiletheguys

wentsearchingforThulado,shefeltatfaultfornot



checkinguponherwhensherealizedshehadgone

fortoolong.

****

MeanwhileThuladowiggledandturnedonthefloor

astheheatintensifieddeprivingherairtobreathe,

shewassoakingwetfromthesweating.Shetook

onelastbiglaboredbreatheandthenshestopped.
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Chapter100

FrankwalkedintoSpurwithhisshouldersflopped,

hesatnexttoNomzamo.Sheshiftedabitavoiding

eyecontactwithhim.

"Youguyscangoplaysinceyoufinishedyourfood,

pleasewatchthelittleone'sgirls"-Nomzamosaid

tothechildren

Theygotupexcitedlyheadingtotheplayarea.

"Didyoufindher?"-Zamo

"No!"-Franksaidsadly

"WhereisMhlengi?"-Zamo

"Theyaregoingthroughthefootageoverandover,I

wantedtocomeandcheckonyouandthechildren"



-Frank

"Wegood,theyhaven'tnoticedyet,theyjustasked

andItoldthemshe'scomingnow,IthinkIwilltake

themhomeafterthis"-Zamo

"Thatsprobablyagoodidea"-Franksaidgivingher

hiscarkeys.

"Ziyanda?YouleftwithherafterIsaidyouweren't

goinganywhere"-Zamo

"Ididn'twantpeopletofilmmywomanactinglikea

hooliganinpublic,withourchildrenrightnextto

her…comeonnow"-Frank

"Soyouareexpecting?"-Zamo

"No,I'mnot…pleasedon'ttellmeyoubelievedher

lies!Ziyandaisjuststirringtrouble.Iwouldn'tput

youatrisklikethat"-Frank

"Butyousleptwithher?"-Zamo

"Thuladoismissingandyouthinkit'sfitforustobe

talkingaboutthesethings,ancienthistoryforthat

matter…focusZamo,mybrotherisbesidehimself

outtherewhichmeansI'mnotgoodaswell.Ijust



needyoutosupportmenotcrucifyme"-Frank

Nomzamoswallowedfoldingherarms,thewaiter

cametocheckifeverythingwasfine.

"Caniordertakewaysplease"-Zamo

****

Thestaffstartedgettingimpatientastimeforthem

toknockoffwasbythedooryetMhlengistill

insistedoncheckingthecctvfootageforthe

millionthtime.

"Sir,wecandothisagaintomorrow.Maybetryher

cellphone,shecouldbesomewhereenjoyingher

space"-security

"Shedidn'tleavethepremises,Thuladoonlywentto

thebathroomanddidn'treturn.I'mnotleavingthis



placeuntilIfindher"-Mhlengi

"Youknowshecouldhavedisguisedherself,these

thingshappen.Goandrestwewillregroup

tomorrowbutwehavetoclose,wealsohave

familiestogoto"-Thesecurity

Mhlengiscratchedhisheadvigorously,heheaveda

sighandleft.

Thecleaningstuffstruggledtoopentheprivate

rooms,theiraccessmachineseemedfaulty.Itwas

mandatoryforthemtomakesuretheplacewas

spotlessbeforeknockingoff.Courtneysawthem

fidgetingwiththedoor,sherushedtowardsthem.

"Iseverythingokay?"-sheaskedthempolitely

"Yesmam,wejustwanttocleanhereandgo"-one

ofthecleanerssaid

"There'ssomethingwrongwiththataccess

machine,I'vealertedthetechnicalteam.Iwas



tryingtoenterearlieronmyself,youguyscangoI

willexplaintoyoursupervisor"-Courtney

Theladiespickeduptheirbucketsandleft.

****

*AtMhlengi'shouse*

"Wesupposedtobecelebrating,Iplannedawhole

engagementpartyforhersinceshedidn'tgetone.

I'vebeenwatchingvideosonyoutubeandplanned

ongoingdownononekneeandaskedheragainthe

rightwaythistime.WhatdidIdotodeservethis

Frank?"-Mhlengi

"Wewillfindher,doyouthinkit'sourenemies,Ijust

don'tknowwheretostart"-Frank

"IhaveabadfeelingandIjustcannotexplainit"-

Mhlengi



"Letspray"-Frank

"HeavenlyFatherwecometoyouassinners,we

cometoyoustainedbutbecauseyouareourFather

weknowyouwillrecieveus.WeprayforThulado

whereversheis,mayyourAngel'sprotecther,we

don'tknowherstatewhereversheisbutwetrustin

youtokeephersafe.I'mprayingaspecialprayer

formybrother,givehimstrengthandwisdom.We

prayforourfamily,helpustostandstrong,helpus

toconquerinyourName…Amen"

"Thankyou"-Mhlengi

"Wewillfigureitout"-Frank

"UncleandMusaarecoming,unfortunatelyIcan't

openacase,Ihavetowaitfor24hours"-Mhlengi

"Getsomerest,I'llkeepthechildrenuntilfurther

notice"-Frank

"IsZiyandapregnant?"-Mhlengi

"Hellno!She'scrazy"-Frank



"Pleasedon'thurtNomzamolikethat,she'sbeen

throughalotandshe'scarryingpreciouscargo"-

Mhlengi

"Whatdoyoumean?"-Frank

"She'spregnant!ShewantedtotellbutIthink

Ziyandaruineditforher"-Mhlengi

"Wow!Youplayingwithmeright?"-Frank

"Congratulations!!"-Mhlengisaidwalkingaway

Frankchuckleduncontrollably,placinghishandson

hishead.

****

Thenextmorning

Frankwasbusyonhisdeskwhenhistelephone

startedringing.



"Hello"-Frank

"Sirit'sreception,there'saguyherelookingfor

Mhlengi"-Receptionist

"Butyouknowhisnotinthismorning"-Frank

"Itoldhimthatbuthewantstoseeyouifhisnot

here"-Receptionist

"Fine,sendhimup"-Frank

Hesattherewonderingwhatwasthisabout,inthe

midsthefoundhimselfthinkingaboutNomzamo,

hedidn'tdareaskherlastnightafterheupsether

withthiswholeZiyandasaga.Hehopedthatshe

toldhimherselfsohecantellherwhat'sinhisheart,

deepdownheprayeditwasaboytobalance

everythingup.Histhoughtsgotdisturbedbythe

finickylookingmanthatscannedaroundtheoffice

rudely,insteadofgreetinghewalkedaroundliked

heownedtheplace.



"CanIhelpyou?"-Frank

"Hellotoyoutoo"-hesaidafterthathepulleda

chairandsatback

"HowcanIhelpyou?"-Frankrepeated

"Whoownsthisplace?"-Theguyasked

"Thatsnoneofyourbusiness"-Franksaidirritably

"Letmetellyou,soonandverysoonIwillbesitting

inoneoftheofficesherebecauseMhlengiNgcobo

owesme.HeknowstherulesverywellbutI'm

shockedthathethoughthecouldrunawaywith

millionsthatmybrothersdiedforandhedidn'teven

giveusasinglecent"-theguy

"Getoutofmyoffice,thisplaceisarevampof

SimmonsIncandMhlengididn'tevencontributea

cent,sotakeyourfinickyselfoutofmybuilding"-

Frankspat

"Wellthenshowmeproof,bringinyourfinance

managerIwanthimtogivemeabreakdownof

everythingtillI'msatisfied"-Theguy

"I'mnotdoingthat!Whothefuckyouthinkyouare,



comingheretodemand"-Frank

"IwillbebackandyouwilldowhatIaskedyouto.

Whetherit'svoluntarilyorbyforce…uzokwenza!"-

Theguysaidbeforewalkingout

Frank'sheartpounded,hedialedMhlengi.

"Canyoubelieveit!Youdon'thavetowaitbefore

openingamissingpersoncase,I'matthepolice

stationaswespeak"-Mhlengi

"Mhlengi,wehaveaproblem"-Frank

"Whatnow?"-Mhlengi

"It'sreallybad"-Frank

****

Nomzamorushedtothecarpark,whenthe

principalgrantedheranearlyleave,shewas



grateful.Shewantedtobeabletogoforhercheck

upandpickupallthechildrenfromschoolsince

Pagewasbusywithexams.Assheturnedleftinto

thedoctorsroomshenoticedacarbehindher,it

wasthesamecarshespottedinthemorningwhen

shewasdrivingtowork.

Shequicklyparkedrunninginsidethebuildingjust

incaseherfindingswereright,shecouldn'thelpit

butthinkaboutThulado.Whatifshewasreally

followedandThuladowaskidnapped.Coulditbe

thatherfamilywasindanger.Shebrushedthat

thoughtoffandcomposedherselfbeforewalking

intoherappointment.

"CanIpleasehaveaprintoutofthesonaranda

video"-Zamo

"Sure,noproblem.Haveyoutoldhimyet?"-Dr

"No!EverythingiplannedwasjustruinedbutIwant

togivehimthis"-Zamo



"Good,everyonearoundyouneedtoknowbecause

youwillneedallthesupportyoucangettoraise

twins"-Dr

"Yeah…Ifigured"-Zamorepliedasshechuckled

nervously

****

ZiyandasatnexttoCourtneyjustoutsidetheprivate

rooms.

"Doyouknowwhentheywillfixthedoor?"-Ziyanda

"Icalledthemtheyshouldarrivetoday,whyis

everyonesuddenlyobsessedwiththisroom,we

hardlyuseit"-Courtney

"Iguesswenotusedofhavingaplacethatis

unaccessible"-Ziyandasaidchuckling

"Iguess"-Courtneychuckledbacknervousy

"YouknowItookyouradviceandtriedgetting



Franksattention,frienddiditnotbackfire.Ieven

earnedmyselfaslapandhumiliationontop,I'm

donemakingmyselfafool.Godwillsendtheright

guyforme,someonewhowillloveandappreciate

me"-Ziyanda

"Sometimespeopleneedalittlepush,soifyouare

usedofquittingandgivinguppleasedon'tdragme

intoit.Mymomalwaystoldmesometimesyou

needtoworkextrahardtogetwhatyouwantand

thatsexactlywhatI'mdoing,IloveMhlengi"-

Courtney

"Evenifwearen'tlovedbackCourtney?Comeon,

youmustalsoknowwhentothrowinthetowel"-

Ziyanda

"Idon'tthrowtowels…ever"-Courtney
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Chapter101

Themorningwascoolandthedayhadbeganat

uShakaMarine,thecleanersstartedmovingin

groupstocleantheplacebeforeitisopenedtothe

public.Thesecuritiespatrolledaroundattentively,

lookingforanythingoutoftheordinary.Yesterday's

groupmadetheirwaytotheprivateroomsonce

morebutthistimetheyfoundasecurityalreadyat

thedoor.Heswipedhimselfinandthedooropened

withouthassles.

"Sebewukhandileyini?"-oneofthecleanersasked

(havetheyfixedit?)



"Whenwasitbroken?"-Thesecurityasked

"Yesterdaywecouldn'tenterwetriedwithourcards

butnothing,untilCourtneytoldusitwasfaultyand

thatshehadcalledinthespecialists"-thecleaner

"OhIdidn'tknowaboutthatandIdidn'tseeanyone

comingherebutit'sworking"-Thesecurity

Theyallfollowedeachotherinside,theireyesmet

Thuladosleepinginonecorner,itseemedlikeshe

bundletogetherwhatevershecouldfindtomakea

bed,youcouldn'topentheroomsfrominside

withoutanaccesscardoracode,alsoyoucouldn't

beheardevenifyouscreamed.Thebestwaywould

betocallsomeonebutThuladoleftherphoneinher

bagwithNomzamo.

"Aibowhoissheandwhyisshesleepinghere"-

Thecleanerwhispered

"Itmustbetheladythatgotlostinhereyesterday,

letmecallheadsecurity"-Thesecurityguardsaid



speakingintohisburnerphone

"Howdidsheenterhere?Maybeshewastryingto

steallittledidsheknowhowtrickythesedoorsare"

-Thecleaneradded

****

Courtneyplannedtogettoworklatethismorning,

sheknewthatbynowThuladowouldhavedied

fromwhatevershewassufferingfromyesterday

whenshetryingtotalktoher.Thequickershedies

thebetterandthegoodthingaboutthis,isthatshe

didn'tevenhavetoliftafinger,sheloveditwhena

planfallsintoplace.Shespenttheentirenight

reminiscinghowMhlengiwillmarryherafterhe

realizeshowmuchhelovedher,theywouldraise

thekidstogetherandhavemore.

Itwassuchaperfectplaninherhead,Mhlengiwas

forher.Beforesheknewitthedrivewasoverand



shesashayinginsideuShaka,shegreetedher

colleaguesinachirpymoodmakingherwaytothe

office.Ziyandabudgesinlookingflushed.

"WhyareyourunningsoearlyinthemorningZee"-

Courtney

"Courtney"-Ziyanda

"That'smyname…yes"-Courtneysaidswingingon

herchair

"TheyfoundThuladointheprivaterooms,thepolice

arehereandforensic"-Ziyanda

"Musictomyears"-Courtneysaidgettingonher

feet,shegiggledpushingherblondehairback,she

couldn'tbelieveherplanworked.Thuladowasout

ofthepictureandnowMhlengiwouldneeda

shouldertocryonandapvssytofvck.

Courtneypickedupherphoneanddialedanumber,

Ziyandafrownedather,shewasactingrather

strange.



"Mshlengiit'smeCourtney,haveyouheardthe

news?Theyfoundherbutit…itwastoolate,

Thuladoisdead"-shesaidwithsniffsinbetween

Ziyanda'seyeswidened,sheshookherheadnoand

signaledCourtneytoendthecall.

"Whatthehelliswrongwithyou,Thuladoisnot

dead"-Ziyandascreamed

"What??"-Courtneysaidshocked

"Shewasjuststuckinside,theyfoundherasleep.

Shesaidsomeonewhoworksherelockedherin

whileshewashavingapanicattack,Iheardthis

fromthecleanersandsoIrushedhere"-Ziyanda

"Shedidn'tdie!Thatbitchdidn'tdie"-Courtney

roared

"Youareactingweirdandit'sscaringme"-Ziyanda

"Zeeyouareactuallyannoyingmerightnow,you



areacowardandIdetestcowardswhodon'tget

thingsdone"-shegrowledbeforedashingoutof

theroom.

****

*@Fuzelihleoffices*

"Canyoudescribehim?"-Mhlengi

"Veryfinickyandparticular,hewalkedinherelike

heownstheplace.ShouldIbeworried?"-Frank

"Damnit!"-Mhlengisaidbangingthetable

"Mhlengicomeontalktome…shouldwebeworried

abouthim?"-Frank

"Iworkedveryhardtogethere,Isufferedforcrying

outloud,howthehelldidthismosquitofindout"-

Mhlengi

"Washetellingthetruth?Wereyousupposedto

sharethemoneywiththem?"-Frank



"YesbutIwasn'tgoingtodothatafteriwaslocked

upforalmosttenyears,whereweretheyFrank?My

womanandmychildrensufferedandallthe

Krugersdissapearedintothinair,noonecameto

visitmeandnowtheywantacut…ngekebakubone

lokho"-Mhlengi

"Igetyoubrobutwedon'twanttroubleforthe

business,wearedoingsowell.TheKhoza'shave

investedinusaswell,justrememberwecan't

jeopardizethebusiness,worseourfamily"-Frank

"Weneedaplan,allIknowisthatnoonewillget

thismoney,thepeoplewhomdeserveditandwho

actuallyworkedforitare6feetunder,therestcan

kissmyass"-Mhlengi

"Ok,uhmIguess.Whatwereyousayingabout

Courtney?"-Frank

"ShesaidThuladowasfounddeadatuShaka,I

don'tknow…Idon'tbelieveher,itwassomething

abouthervoice.I'mactuallygoingtherenow"-

Mhlengi

"Shesaidshe'sdead?"-Frank



"Yeahlike,Ijustwanttogoandseeformyself.

Thuladocannotbedead,Iwouldhavefeltit"-

Mhlengi

"Okay,whatshouldIsaytothisguyifhereturns"-

Frank

"Don'tlethimin,Iknowwheretofindhim"-Mhlengi

****

*@Hospital*

Mhlengirusheddownthehospitalcorridor,he

arrivedatuShakaandtheyexplainedeverythingto

him.Allhewantedtodowastoseeshorty.

"I'mhereformissThuladoMdletshe"-Mhlengi

"Secondfloor,takeyourleft"-Thereceptionistsaid



UponarrivalThuladowassittingcomfortablyonthe

bedwithatrayoffoodbeforeher.

"Heyshorty"-Mhlengisaidplantingakissonher

lips

"Ohhey,wherearemykids"-Thulado

"TheyarewithZamo,howareyoufeeling?"-

Mhlengi

"I'mgood,I'mfinereally.Iwasjustdehydratedand

hungry"-Thulado

"Whathappened??"-Mhlengisaidsittingdownnext

toher

"Igotlockedinoneoftherooms"-Thulado

"Idon'tunderstand,howdidyouendupthere?"-

Mhlengi

"IbumpedintoCourtneycomingoutofthe

bathroomthensheluredmeintotheroom,shesaid

shewantedtoshowmesomethingandoutof

curiosityIfollowedher.HonestlyIstartedfeeling

hotandsweatyinside,sheputtheaircononhigh



heatandlockedmeinside,sheprobablythoughtI

wasdying.Theniwaitedinsidehopingsomeone

wouldcomeandrescuemebutbeforeiknewit,it

wasinthemorningthenextday"-Thulado

"Courtneyphonedmethismorningtellingmethat

youaredead"-Mhlengi

"That'swhatshethought"-Thuladosaidlaughing

"I'mgladyouarefindingthisfunny?"-Mhlengisaid

sternly

"Whatdoyouwantmetodohuh?Youshouldlook

inthemirrorandyouwillgetanswerstoallofthis.

Onlyyouknowwhatyoupromisedher,clearlyshe's

fightingforsomethinghereandthefoolisme"-

Thulado

"Ididn'tpromiseheranything,yaziI'vegotsomuch

onmyplaterightnowandCourtneyisnotevena

factorinmylife.Ican'tbelievethatyouarehere

becauseofher"-Mhlengi

"Wellduh"-Thulado

"Getyourstuff,I'mtakingyouhome.Ican'tbelieve



this"-Mhlengisaidshakinghishead

"YoubestbelieveitandIopenedacasewiththe

police.Iwillnottakethislyingdown"-Thulado

"Ihonestlydon'tcare,Ijustwantyouhomesafe

withthechildren"-Mhlengi

MhlengihelpedThuladooutofbed,togetherthey

gatheredherbelongingsandleft.

****

Mhlengiplayedsoftmusicashedroveintoa

suburbanareagoingtohishouse.

"I'mgoingtoaskyouaquestionandiwantnothing

butthetruth"-Thulado

"Shoot"-Mhlengi

"DidyousleepwithCourtney?"-Thulado



"Shegavemeaheadandthatsit"-Mhlengi

"mmh"-Thuladosaidlookingoutthewindowwith

anachingheart

"Itmeantnothing"-Mhlengisaidswitchingoffthe

radio

"Ican'tbelievethatI'mindangerofbeingkilled

becauseofastupidblowjob"-Thulado

"Don'tworryaboutthatone,shewillregrettheday

shemetme,shecanhurtmebutnotmyshortyor

mykids"-Mhlengi

"Naweyoujusthadtodangleyourrodforher,I

can'tbelieveyouMhlengi.Whywouldyoudothat?"

-Thulado

"Awmamazi"-Mhlengisaidpleadingly

"Aimaannaweai"-Thulado

"Angithiit'syou,youweresomeantomeandthat

brokemyheart,thosetwocametoFrankshouse

andthathappenedbuthonestlythere'snothing

there.Minangithandawenasnqamusami"-

Mhlengisaidwithalightchuckle



"Thatdoesn'tchangethatyoushowedhermything"

-Thulado

"Sayit"-Mhlengi

"Ehhenayoushowedhermyjoystick"-Thuladosaid

coyly

"I'msorryyezwa,Iwon'tdoitagain"-Mhlengi

"Weshallsee"-Thulado

"Sodidyoufindoutwhyyoufeltsickinthefirst

place?"-Mhlengi

"Yeah…somethingabouttheNgcoboseed,angazi

kanjanikanjani"-Thulado

"Waitwhat?"-Mhlengisaidstoppingthecar

"Keepdrivinghawu"-Thuladosaidchuckling

"No,areyouserious?"-Mhlengi

"Yes,I'mpregnantagain"-Thulado

"Fvck!!Sh!tIknewIscoredbutwhenyoudidn't

show,Iwassodissapointedinmyselfbutnow…

yessss"-hepunchedtheair,"Thankyoumkami,I

wanttobehereeverystepoftheway,thistime



aroundIwillbehere,Ipromise"-Mhlengi

Thuladosmiled,sheplacedherhandonhischeek.

*TWOMONTHSLATER*
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Chapter102



Youcouldhearthelaughterfromthestreet.

Mhlengi,Frankandtheiruncleconversingwiththe

pastorandhiswife.

"Ngcoboyouhavedonewell,I'mreallygratefulthat

youkeptyourpromiseanddidtherightthing"-

Pastor

"Iknowherparentswouldhavebeensohappyand

proudofher,Nomzamoisafighter.Itwasreally

worrisometomewhenhermotherpaston,Iwasso

scaredthatwewouldlosehertotheworldbutGod

isgood…congratulations"-Pastorswife

"Sibongenjethatyouhavehostedusandthatyou

allowedmysontocomehereandpluckhis

beautifulflower,asyoucanseemyboyshaveeyes

forbeautifulthings.NowtheNgcobohouseholdwill

justbloom,I'mpleased.Thankyou"-Uncle

"FrankandNomzamoarechosenbytheLordand

withtimeHewillrevealHisplantoyou,andwhen

thathappenyouwillrememberthisday.Ifyouthink

thatthethingsthatyouhavebeenthroughwerejust



invainthanIdon'tknow,youhavebeentestedand

cameoutvictoriousbecauseofHismercyand

grace.Nowdon'tforgettoputHimincenterof

everythingthatyouwillbedoingwithyourwife,

samegoesforyouNgcoboomncane.Godhas

favoredyouandyourhousehold,giveHimpraise

andalltheglory"-Pastor

"Amenbaba,wewilltakeourleavebecausewestill

haveanotherfunctiontoattendofwhichyouare

invitedtooihope"-TheunclesaidlookingatFrank

andMhlengi

"Yesofcourseweareinvited,wewillseeyouthere"

-Pastorswife

Themenstoodupfollowedbythepastor,he

escortedthemout.Thepastorswiferushedtothe

guestbedroom.

"And?"-Pastorswife

"It'sreallyhappeningma"-Nomzamo



"Yesitis"-Thepastorswifesaidwithglistening

eyes

"I'mhiswifenow,hepaidformyheadmama.I

knowit'soverratedtocrybecauseofmarriagein

today'sdayandagebutI'mreallyhappy,I'velonged

forthiseversinceIwaslittlegirl.Iwantedtomeeta

handsome,richmanandgetmarried,havechildren.

Ienvisionedourkidsrunningintheyard,Godgave

meeverythingnowbutinHisownuniqueway"-

Nomzamo

"YouthoughtHehadforsakenyouright?

Sometimestherearethingsweneedtolearnabout

lifefirstbeforewecanfulfilHispromise,perhaps

youneededthatandnowyouarereadytorunyour

homeandgiveglorytoHim"-Pastorswife

"Thankyouforbelievinginme,fortakingmeinand

caringformelikeI'myourown,Idon'tdeservethe

loveIgetinthishome"-Nomzamo

"Ohweloveyouangel,fromthetimeyouwerea

littlegirlinyourcutegreendressyouworeat

Sundayschool,wesawsomethinginyoubutinall



honestyitwasallGod'splan.Nowwewilldeposit

thelobolamoneyintoyouraccount"-Pastorswife

"Nonono,keepit.Ifmyparentswereherethey

wouldhavekeptitsoIwantitjustlikethat"-

Nomzamo

"Youwillneeditforthewedding"-Pastorswife

"No,Ihaveplentyofmoneyforthewedding.Thank

you"-Nomzamo

"Well,wewanttotreatyoutodinner,sogetdressed

sowecango"-Pastorswife

Nomzamowipedhertearsandsmiledlookingat

thisphenomenalwomanofGod.

****

*@FegoCafe*



ThuladocalledNomzamo…

"Heysis,congratulationsandwelcomeofficially

kwaNgcobo"-Thulado

"Thankyousis,nowyoustuckwithmeforever"-

Nomzamo

"Poorme"-Thuladosaidtheybothburstinto

laughter

"What'sup"-Nomzamo

"NanaandIareout,weareattherestaurantaswe

speaksoIhaveleftthechildrenwithPageifyou

don'tmind"-Thulado

"Pageisperfect,I'malsopreparingtogotodinner

withthepastors"-Nomzamo

"Iwillseeyoutonightthen"-Thulado

"Sharp"-Nomzamo

Thuladohungupplacingherphoneonthetable,

shegawkedatNana.



"What?"-Nana

"Youmademedollup,wearacocktaildressand

heelsjusttocomechillatacoffeeshop?Really?"-

Thulado

"Sorry,IguessIgotalittlecarriedawaybutyou

lookgorgeous"-Nana

"Youtoo,sotellme…what'sgood?"-Thulado

"IbrokeupwithAnele,hisanicemanbutIdon't

thinkIlikehimthatmuch"-Nana

"AwwbutIthoughtyouguysweregood,hisgood

foryou"-Thulado

"That'sit,Idon'twanttofeellikeI'msomeproject.I

wantpurelove,withAneleIhavetobecarefuland

properandpeoplekeeptellingmethathisgoodfor

melikeI'mgoingtostrayandgorogueor

something"-Nana

"Oh,I'msorrywemakingyoufeelthatway.Look

youareanadult,ifyounotfeelingAnelethenIwill

supportyou"-Thulado



"YeahalsoIwillstopgettingeyesfromwork,Idon't

evenseemyselfgrowinginthatplaceafterthis,it

willalwayslooklikehisfavouringmebecauseI

wakeupunderhissheet"-Nana

"True"-Thulado

"Withthatsaid…I'm…I'mleavingDurban"-Nana

"Hawuandthen?"-Thuladosaidconfused

"I'mrelocatingtoJoburg,everythingisset.After

tonightI'mgone,I'llbestudying,IknowIwillget

judgedbutIneedthis.Achangeofenvironment,

startingonacleanslatewithsomeonethatI

actuallylove,Iwantthissobad"-Nana

"mmm,Sfisoright?"-Thulado

"Yea"-Nanasaidcoveringhereyes

"Noneedtogetshy,ifthat'swhereyouwanttobe

thengoforit"-Thulado

"Notellmewhatyouthink,tellmeIwillregretit,tell

meI'mmakingamistake…tellmesomething"-

Thulado

"Nanathefactthatyouhaveeverythinginplace



meansyouhavethoughtaboutit,Sfisoisagreat

guy,I'veseenhimloveyouandit'snotaboutwhat

wewillsay.Youknowwhat'sinyourheart,people

willalwayshavesomethingtosay.Lookatme,Ifell

inlovewithacriminal,Iharbouredhim,gavehimall

ofmeandfellevendeeperforhimbutlookwhere

wearenow.Goandbewiththeloveofyourlife"-

Thuladosaidsqueezingherhand

"IthoughtI'mdonewithhimbutthenIsawhissexy

shadyselfonyourlobolaandmypoorlittleheart

wentbonkersnowI'mrelocating…mjoloneh"-

Nana

"Mjolothepandemic"-Theybothchuckled

"Oknow,Iwantustogosomewhere.Ihavea

surpriseforyoubeforeIleaveyou,butI'msucha

goodfriendyazi,I'mleavingyouinthearmsofyour

husband,Iknowyouwillbewelltakencareofinmy

absence"-Nanasaidgettingup

"Don'tflatteryourself"-Thulado

"I'mgoingtopaybythetills"-Nanasaid

"Istillcan'tbelieveyoubroughtmeherejustfor



coffee"-Thulado

"AngithiI'mtellingyouthatIhaveanothersurprise

foryou"-Nana

TheybothhopedintoThulado'scaranddroveoff.

****

Thesunwasstartingtoset,andeverythingin

naturecalmeddownexceptforthebreezethat

whooshedaroundcausingthetreestodance.

Thuladocametoahaltoutsideagolfestatein

MountEdgecombe,shelookedtoNanawhomwas

givingnothingaway.

"Okwhat'snext?"-Thuladoasked

"Givemeaminute"-Nanasaidgoingthroughher

phone,afteracoupleofminutessheledherinside.



Thuladocouldn'tclosehermouth,theplacewas

beautifulandelegant,itwasexquisitelydecorated

withfreshflowers,thehallwasfullcreamwitha

touchofblackandgold.Itmustbeafancypartyor

aweddingforsomeonerichThuladothoughtto

herself,shewonderedwhattheyweredoinghere.

"Areweattherightplace,seemslikeweare

intruding"-Thuladowhisperedholdingthehemof

herblackcocktailsdress

"Followme"-Nanawhisperedback

Sheledthemtoaprivateroomattheback,where

shemetupwithNomzamoandthepastorswife.

"Andthen…what'sgoingonhere?"-Thuladoasked

perplexed

"Iwasabouttoaskthesamething"-Nomzamosaid

gettingonherfeet,shetoowasadornedinablack

cocktaildress.



"Wellladies,there'sonlyonewaytofindout"-Nana

Thepastorswifesmiledatthemalmostasifshe

wasaproudmother,shethenledthemoutgoing

backtothehall.Nowtherewassoftmusicplaying

andafewpeoplegatheredaround,Nomzamo

spottedtheluxuriouslookingwomanstandingnext

totheirpartners.Sheleanedinwhisperingin

Thulado'sears.

"Isn'tthattheKhoza's?"-Nomzamo

"It'sdefinitelythem,Isuddenlyfeelunderdressed"-

Thulado

"Youtwolookamazing,don'tstress"-Nana

whisperedtothebothofthem.

Themusicplayedlouderwhenthedjsawthetwo

ladiesbeingusheredin,theguestsstoodin

formationandinawe,ThuladoandNomzamowere

naturallybeautifulandtheconstantblushingmade



themappearevenmoreinnocent.Rightinthe

middlestoodFrankandMhlengiadornedinblack

tuxedo's,Mhlengibeingdarkandthetallest.Frank

fairskinnedandwithahintofcoloured,butthere

wasnodoubtthattherewerebrothers.Themusic

quitendownwhenthecouplesmetandheldhands

intheheartofthehall.

Frankwentdownonhiskneefirst.

"Nomzamoyouhavebeenpatientwithme,youare

unreal.Idon'tthinkthereisapersonouttherewho

islikeyou,youaremyspecialthing.I'msorryfor

thethingsIputyouthrough,Idraggedyouintomy

mess,Iruinedyourlifeandyoustillloved

regardless.Iadmireyousomuch,noonecanever

understandwhatwehave,evenIstillthinkit'sa

dreamsometimes,IloveyouZamo.Canyoube

niceandacceptthisring,doforeverwithme?"-

Frank

"Idon'tknowwhyyoutookthislongFrankNgcobo



andyessilly,alsowearepregnantwithtwins"-

Nomzamosaidwithtearsgushingdownherface

ThecrowdcheeredandFrankpickedherupand

twirledheraroundinexcitement.

MhlengismoochedThuladoandthecrowdwas

smitten.

"I'msorryIcouldn'tresistawusemhle!Youtaking

mybreathaway"-Mhlengisaidgoingononeknee,

"WellI'vealreadyaskedyouandyousaidyesbut

what'sthepointofhavingallthesedreamsthat

aren'tfulfilled.Alittlebirdietoldmethatwomenlike

thesethingsandIwantyoutoonlydothisonce

withjustmetillwegotoourgrave.WheredoIstart?

Howdidanobody

likemeendupwithanaltruisticwomanlikeyou,

yousavedmylifetwiceandyoudidn'tevenknow

me,youhadtouprootfromyourhomeandleave



everythingbehindforaloserlikeme.Iremember

thatnightwewalkedatnightaimlesslynotknowing

wheretogo,IfeltlikeshitbecauseIhadnothingto

myname,notevenshacktohideourheads.

Thuladoyoulovedmewhenpeoplelaughedatyou,

youheldthefortshorty,youheldmedownlikean

anchorholdsaship.IknewinyouIfoundmy

missingrib,iknewIwantedtospendtherestofmy

lifewithyou.Iloveyouwitheverythinginme,thisis

justaringyouknow,mypromisetoyouiscoming

fromthedepthsofmyheart.Iwantustobuildthis

hometogether,ngiyakuthandaThuladoMdletshe"-

Mhlengi

"YouknowIloveyoutoomuchitscaresme,it'slike

youarethedefinitionofloveandI'vetriedtothink

ofmylifewithoutanddamnitsprettyscary.You

thinkI'mthisshinninglittlediamondFuze,butyou

havebeentheonlythingthatmakesenseinmylife

forthelongestoftime,yougavemeahomeand

beautifulchildren.Yousupportedmeintimes

whereIwascertainyouwouldleave,wahlalanami.

NgiyakuthandaMhlengiNgcoboandyeslet'sbuild"



-ThuladosaidgivingMhlengiherhandsohecould

slidtheringin.

Thecrowdcheeredandthemusicblastedsetting

themood.Itwasanengagementpartyafterall.
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[unedited]

Mhlengiaskedtobepardonedashegentlypulled

Thuladoawayfromthegroupofladieswhofussed

aroundherandNomzamo.

"IhopeI'mnotdisturbing"-Mhlengi

"It'sokay,Ididn'tknowthewivesweresocool,I

wasevenofferedajobatK-medhospital"-Thulado

saidwithachortle

"That'snice,weareblessedtohavethatfamilyin

ourcorner.Ifyouwanttomakefriendswiththem

goforit"-Mhlengi

"Toolate,NomzamoandIaregoingtoaSpadate

nextweek.Apparentlytheyownone,canyou

believeit"-Thulado

"DoyouwantaSpatoo?"-Mhlengi

"What?NoIwantmydreamcarfirst"-Thulado

"Okay"-Mhlengisaidwithasmile



"Sowhyareweoutside?"-Thulado

"Forfreshair"-Mhlengisaidpullingherclose

"Thankyou,Ihonestlydidn'tthinkaboutan

engagementparty.Itisperfect,justthethingI

neededtogetintothatspiritofplanningmy

wedding"-Mhlengi

"Anythingforyou"-Mhlengisaidplantingakisson

herlips,kissingherpassionately.Hepulledout

breathless,hiseyesstaringatThulado.

"Iseverythingokay?"-Thulado

"Yes,don'tworryaboutit.Ibroughtyououthereto

tellyouthatIloveyouandthatI'msohappythatwe

arehere,Godcouldn'thavegivenmeabetter

partner"-Mhlengisaidcatchingatearbeforeit

couldmakelinesdownhischeek.

"No!What'swrongFuze,Idon'tlikeseeingyoulike

this…talktome"-Thuladosaidholdinghimtight

"I'mgratefulandIjustloveyouThulado"-Mhlengi

Hewipedhiseyesdrythenhepulledherback



inside.

"Youcangobewiththeothers,I'llseeyoulater"-

Mhlengi

"Ohokay"-Thuladosaidconfused.

Neverthelessshemadeherwaybacktowherethe

ladieswereseated,theysquealedatherreturn.

"Hejustcouldn'twait"-Zanesaid

"Iguess"-Thuladosaidshyly,Nanalookedher

suspiciously

"Iseverythingokay"-shewhisperedinherearand

Thuladonodded

Nomzamowasinherelement,herconversations

wereflowingwithNellyandNethe,whileThulado

foundEnhleandNandiinterestingsincetheywere

allinthemedicalfield,themenkeptstealing



glancesattheirwomenanditwasasighttosee.

MhlengipulledFrankoutsideinonesecluded

corner.

"IseverythingOK?"-Frankaskeddowninghis

whiskey

"Ineedyoutotakeourwivesoutofherenow,you

haveyourgunright?"-Mhlengi

"YesIhavethegun,what'sgoingon?"-"Frank

"TheKrugersarehereandIknowitwon'tendwell,

pleasetakeThuladoandNomzamooutofhere.Get

homecollectthechildrenanddriveoutofDurban

untilyougetacallfromme,ifyoudon'tgetmycall

pleasetakecareofmyfamily.CallSfisohewill

knowwhattodo"-Mhlengi

"Whatthefuckareyoutalkingabout?Areyou

crazy??I'mnotleavingwithoutyou"-Frank

"YouneedtogoFrankanddoitdiscreetly,they

mustn'tsuspectathing,therearetwoguysinsuits



atthebackandtwobythedooronyourleft.I'm

surethatguywhocameattheofficeissomewhere

aroundaswell"-Mhlengi

"I'mnotlosingyoudamnit,IlostFredbutnowI'm

notlosingmylittlebrother,iftheyarehereforyou

thentheyarehereformetoo"-Frank

"Exceptwewillbeputtingourwivesindanger

includingourguests,afteryouaregone,Iwill

negotiatewiththemandseewhathappens"-

Mhlengi

"Wecanallgo"-Frank

"Youdon'tunderstandFrank,theyhavetheireyes

onme,I'vebeenobservingthemtheentirenight,

nowdoasIsay"-Mhlengi

"Theyhavebeenheretheentirenightandyoudidn't

seetheneedtocallthepolice?"-Frank

"Callthepolice?Areyoucrazy?Lookbafotheseare

mypeopleandI'mnotacoward,Iknowhowtodeal

withthis"-Mhlengi



Theuncleandpastorapproachedcausingthetwo

topausetheirbickering,theyquicklyworefriendly

smileswalkingtowardsthem.

"Svinininawebhunusengihembebafanabami,let

meleavetheyoungstarstoenjoy.Thefunctionis

beautifulandcongratulationstothebothofyoubut

yourauntandIcan'tgoonwearen'tasyounglike

before"-uncle

"MalumeIwillorganizeyouanUbertotakeyouto

thehotel"-Mhlengi

"Ngiyobongamfanawami"-uncle

"I'vealreadybidfarewelltoyourwives,welldone

andblessingstobothyourunions,thisisnot

goodbye"-Pastor

"Safetravelsandthankyouforeverything…bye

Malume"-Frank

Theoldmendissapearedinsideleavingthe

brothersaloneonceagain.



"Awwmadoda"-avoiceroaredbehindthem,itwas

Mfanapuffingajoint

"Skeyfmfethu"-Mhlengi

Mfanatookonelastpullandgavetheblaatjieto

Mhlengi,Frankjuststoodtherewithhishandsinhis

pockets.

"AwwNgcobomfethuIseecharactersinsidethe

hall,arethoseratsyourguests?"-Mfana

"Doyouknowthem?"-Mhlengi

"IknowaratwhenIseeone,I'mfromthestreets

toolikeyou"-Mfana

"MmmhIsee,likeyousaidrats…ratsdon'tget

invitedtheycomelikescavengersthattheyare"-

Mhlengisaidgettingworkedup

"Aymfethurelax,ngekebenzenix,theyare

outnumbered"-Mfanasaidgettinghisphone



AfterafewminutesNkosanaandYandacame.

"Iseverythingokay?"-Nkosana

"Wehaveuninvitedguests"-Mfanasaid

"codered?"-Yanda

"Ayjusthungryrats"-Mhlengi

"Weneedtogetthewomenoutofhere"-"Frank

saidinapanickedtone

"Manjewakhulumaengathiuyasabandoda"-Mfana

(Youtalkinglikeyouscared)

"I'mnotcutoutforthisshit,Ididn'tgrowupinthe

streetslikeyou.Ididotherstuffjustnotgunsand

rats"-Franksaidfrantically

Mfanalaughedlightingupanotherjoint,Mhlengi

wasawfullyquiet,heclenchedhisjawstaringinto

space.



"I'llgetNkanyeziandLangatogettheladiesto

safety,Ntwenhle'shouse?"-Yanda

"Yes,butyouandNtsikashouldstaybecause

Mnqobiisn'there"-Nkosana

"NtsikaisleavingforeNgonyamenitonight,Idon't

thinkheshouldstay"-Yanda

"ThenNkanyezimuststay,Langacantakethe

ladies"-Nkosana

"I'llgowith"-Frank

"Brilliant...comewithme"-Yanda

Theydissapearedbackinside.

"Whatarewegettingourselvesinvolvedin?"-

Nkosanaasked

"It'sthekrugerstheywantmoneytheydidn'twork

for,theywerenotevenapartoftheheist"-Mhlengi



"Idon'tunderstand"-Mfana

"It'stheirbrothersbuttheywerekilled"-Mhlengi

"Andyouweresupposedtogivetheirfamiliesacut

kruger,youknowthedrill"-Mfana

"Never!Isufferedandnotevenasingleoneofthem

came.Mywomanwasleftalonetostrugglewithmy

childrenwithnokrugerinsight.Nowtheythinkthey

cancomehereandmakedemands,ngifungaoFuze

bephelelaIwillkillallofthem"-Mhlengisaid

gettingworkedup

HetriedtodashinsidebutNkosanaandMfana

pulledhimback.

"Relax"-Mfana

"WewillwaithereforYanda,justsowedon'tdraw

attention"-Mfanasaid

Suddenlytheyheardgunshotcomingfrominside



thehall.
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"Mywife…mywife"-Mhlengicriedout,hedrewout

hisgunandcockeditandsodidMfanaand



Nkosana

"Shit!"-Nkosanamuttered

Guestfledoutthehallindifferentdirections,

MhlengicouldhearThulado'svoicepiercingfrom

insideandhisheartshattered.Heraninsideonlyto

bepushedoutbyYandawhomhadThuladoand

Nellyoneitherhand.

"FrankyoutakemyBenz,it'sbulletproof.Follow

Langa,IwillsendMikeourdrivertofetchthe

childrenandyournanny"-Nkanyeziordered

"WhatsgoingonMhlengi"-Thuladoshriekedin

uttershock

"Iloveyoushorty"-Mhlengirepliedshamefully

NtsikahadNandiandNomzamo,theyrushedtheir

womenintheirprotectedcarsanddroveoff.Left

behindwasNkosana,Yanda,MfanaandMhlengi.



"Aikemadodaletsgotalktotherats"-Mfanasaid.

"Isthereanyonehurt?"-Nkosana

"No,theyshotintheairwhentheysawusleaving,I

guesstheypickeditup"-Yanda

****

Thuladocouldn'tstopcrying,shecouldn'tstop

askingforherchildrenandNomzamowentmute,

Nanatriedherbesttocalmherdearfrienddown.

"Mychildren…somebodycalledPage"-Thulado

"Don'tworrysisNkaisorganizingforthemtoget

pickedup,theywillbewithusshortly"-Zane

"Youaresafewithus,butyouneedtocalmdown

andbestrongforyouandyourchildren.They

mustn'tseeyoulikethissisi,athometheywillmeet

otherkidsandtheywon'tevenknowwhat'sgoing



on"-Masabatha

"Youguysdon'tunderstand,Mhlengiisnotoutof

thegutteryet.Idon'twanttolosehim,Idon'twant

togothroughthispregnancyaloneagain.Iwantmy

man"-Thuladosobbed

"Hiswithourmenandtheywon'tletthathappen"-

Nelly

"PageandthechildrenjustgotpickedupThulado,

sothere'snoneedtoworry"-Franksaidafter

hanginguponthephone

****

Mhlengiwalkedinsidethehallslowly,itwasquiet

youwoulddenythattherewasabeautiful

engagementpartynotsolongago.Chairswere

lyingonthefloor,piecesofbrokenglassesandthe

decorwrecked.Theroofwashangingfromthe

bullets,theownersofthisestablishmentmustbe

horrified.



Mybuddy,mybuddy,whereverIgo,hego

Mybuddy,mybuddy,youcanrunforyourlife

I'mastickhimoutthewindow

Mybuddy,mybuddy,I'lllayyaassout

Motherfucker,it'ssimple,stayinyourplace

Irecommendorsayhellotomylittlefriend

Mhlengisangthelyricsto50cent'ssongwithno

emotiononhisface,hesangthosewordsoverand

overtillhewasstandinginthemiddleofthehall.

Hewasangryandthekrugerswerenowheretobe

seen,hecrouchedtothefloorwiththeguninhis

hands,hefeltdisrespectedandithurthimtothe

core.Suddenlyhefeltacoldmetalonhishead,he

stoodupslowlywithasmugonhisface.

"Turnaroundskhotheni"-Thevoicesaid,hedid

"Yamsunukanyoko"-Mhlengispat(yourmother's



privates)

"FuckenMhlengi,alwaystheoptimist"-theguysaid,

Mhlengilaughedmockingly,"uthembenindoda

becausewesawallofyourcheeseboyfriendsleave,

theymayhavetakenyourwivesbutwewillget

themandyourchildren.Myguysareontheway

thereaswespeak,yabonanamhlanje!I'm

dethroningyourgreedyass.Youcan'tbeaKruger

andbehavelikethis,youarenothingMhlengi…very

weak"-theguy

"Sawoti!!"-Mhlengiroaredenraged,"Sawotinja!!

Youthinkyoudeservemymoney?Youthinkyou

deservetolead?Fineyoucanhavethekrugersbut

youwillbedeadwithinayear.Youknowwhy?

Becauseyoustupid,emptyhead…don'tgetme

startedwithyourlazyass,kuyasetshenzwandoda!!

Thisisnotkingshitwhereyousitandyourservant

runaroundlickingyourass,indodaiyaphuma

isebenze!!"-Mhlengi(amanworkshard)

"Iwantmymoney!"-Sawotisaidangrilyasthreeof

hisguyscameinwithgunsintheirhands



"Idon'toweyoumoney"-Mhlengi

SawotilandedahotcloutonMhlengi'sfacehe

growledinangerbutsuppressedit.

"IsaidIwantmymoney"-Sawoti

MhlengilookedatSawotiintensely,Sawotigrabbed

himbyhisjaw,heforcedopenhismouthand

shovedaguninside,thenhelaughedproudly.

"Icouldjustpullthetriggerandblowyourface"-

Sawoti

Mhlengiretaliatedwithaheavypunchthatlanded

Sawotionthefloor,Mhlengibegankickinghimon

hisribs,thelittlekrugerscockedtheirgunsinfear

pointingittoMhlengishakily.



"bekaniivolovolophansi"-Mfanasaidstrollingin,

thekrugersignoredhimpointingatMhlengi,"Ngithe

bekaniintshizaphansi"-Mfanaroaredtheboys

hesitated(putthegunsdown)

"Eynina!!Don'tlistentohim"-Sawoticriedouton

thefloor

"Eyfusegwenaumsindo"-Yandacuthimshort

(pissoffyoumakingnoise)

"Aylobhakauyangixakamfethu,usekewulisa

okwenganenotsolongagohewasactinglikethe

punisher"-Mfanasaidlightingajoint(Hisnow

cryinglikeababy)

"Evencallinguscheeseboys"-Nkanyezisaid

laughing

"Manjeseshodangepenti"-Mhlengi,theyallburst

outlaughing.(nowheneedsapanty)

Oneofthekrugerspanickedandopenedfire

strikingYanda,hesteppedbackholdingontohis

chest.TheBiznizandMhlengifiredback,fresh



bloodgushedfromthebodieswhomlaidcoldon

thefloor.Sawoti'seyeswereasbigassaucersas

thehorrorsettledin.

"Yayouweresaying?"-MhlengiaskedSawoti

"Areyouokay?"-NkosanaaskedYanda,henodded

unbuttoninghisshirtexposinghisbulletproofvest.

Nkanyezimadeacalltotheircleaners,while

Nkosanaoptedtogonegotiatewiththeownersof

theestate.

****

*AtNtwenhle'shouse*

ThuladoandNomzamosatoutsidewatchingtheir

childrenblendinwiththeothers.



"I'mscared"-Thulado

"Ifsomethingbadhappenedwewouldhaveknown

bynow"-Nomzamo

"Areweevergoingtobehappy?"-Thulado

"Yeswewillbehappy,rightnowweneedtotrustin

theLord"-Nomzamo

"IjustwanttohearhisvoiceNomzamo,Frankhas

beenpacingupanddowneversincewearrivedhere,

I'mprettysurehetoohasn'theardfromhim"-

Thulado

"Thuladopleasestopokay,Iknowyoufeeling

helplessbutwecan'tbenegative.Mhlengiwilbe

fine,let'sjusttrustthemandwait"-Nomzamo

"WhereisNana?"-Thulado

"She'sgone,sheleftwhenyouwereasleep,her

flightprobablydepartedanhourago"-Thulado

Abruptlythetwinsshriekedinexcitement,theyran



towardsthedoor,Thuladostoodtoherfeetclothed

infear.Heremotionsweresoraveledshecouldn't

differentiate,shecriedthinkingtheworsefollowing

thechildren.Shecametohaltwhenshesaw

Mhlengiwearinghissweatpantsandahoodie,he

musthavechangedfromthetuxedo.Mhlengiput

thechildrendownandstaredather.

"I'msorry"hewhispered

Thuladocriedinrelief,shethrewherselfinhisarm

andthehuggedforthelongestoftime.

*ONEMONTHLATER*
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Cloudsgatheredintheskydarkeninginseconds,

therainstartedpouringforcingeveryonetoseekfor

shelter.

"Thisraincameoutofnowhere"-Nomzamo

"Youthink,mypoorchildren.Pagemustjusttake

themhome,theywontbeabletoswimunderthis

weather"-Thulado

"Thepoolsareheated,theyshouldbefineorthey

willbegrumpyashell"-Zamo

"True,let'sgrabacupofhotchocolatesowecan



talk"-Zamo

"Pleasedoublecheckifyouhavelockedyourcar,

theremotejamminginmallsisreal.Theycleaned

mycolleaguescarthisonetime,theytookher

laptopandgroceriesbecauseshedidn'tcheck"-

Nomzamo

"IalwayshearaboutitbutIforget"-Nomzamo

"Untilithappenstoyou,imaginehavingtogoback

andshopagain"-Nomzamo

"Mhlengiwouldfindtheminlessthan24hours"-

Thuladosaidwithasmirk

"Ohkonje,howcanIforgetwhohubbyis"-

Nomzamorespondedandtheybothbrokeintoa

chuckle

"Ontherealthough,Ishouldgetintothehabitof

checking"-Thulado

"Yesandyouneedtocallthepolicestationandtell

themaboutwhattranspiredhereearlieron"-Zamo

"Courtney?MxmIstillwanttomakehersquirm.I

wanthertokeeplookingoverhershoulder,ifshe



getarrestedshewillgetusedofbeinginacellthan

afteracoupleofmonthsshewillgetaglimpseof

hopeandstartcountinghowmanydayslefttillshe

getsherfreedom.Butrightnow,she'seatingoutof

myhand"-Thuladosaidwithasmug

"Exceptshemightharmyou,ifIdidn'tcome,only

Godknowswhatwouldhavehappened…quitthis

gameandletCourtneyfacethemusic"-Zamo

"Okfine,Iwillcallthedetectiveonceweareseated

atMugg&Bean"-Thulado

AfterdoublecheckingthecarThuladoand

Nomzamomadetheirwaybackintothemallagain,

butthistimetogrababite.

"So?"-Thulado

"What?"-Nomzamo

"Overthephoneyousaidyouhavesomethingyou

wanttoaskme"-Thulado

"Okuhm…Iwantyoutoknowthatiftheansweris



no,Iwilltotallyunderstand,noawkwardness"-

Zamo

"Getoutwithit"-Thulado

"AsyouknowI'manorphanandweunanimously

decidedthatpastorshouldmarryus,Iwas

wonderingifyoucouldpleaseshareyourdadwith

me.IcouldwalkdownonmyownbutIjustwish"-

Zamopausedwipinghertears

"Hey..hey,absolutely.Icansharemyfatherwith

youobviouslyI'mgoingtoaskhimfirstbutIknow

hewillsayyes.Don'tcry"-Thulado

"I'mbeingababy,Iknow"-Zamo

"Noyounot,ifthisishowyouenvisioneditthenwe

willmakeithappen,ialsowishmymomcouldbe

thereyouknowbutit'scool"-Thulado

"That'sallIwantedtoaskyou"-Zamo

"Inthatcaseletmecallmymanandfindoutwhere

heis"-Thulado

ShedialedMhlengibutitwentstraighttovoicemail,



shedialedherfatherandNhlanhlobuttheircells

rangunanswered.

"Theyaren'tpickingup"-Thuladosaidworried

"Theywillcallyoubackmaybeit'snetwork"-Zamo

"Yeah,letmememessagethedetective.

****

LaterthatnightThuladotuckedinthekidsand

returnedtothelounge,sheswitchedofftheTVand

staredintospace.TherewasnosignofMhlengi

andalltheirphoneswerenowoff.Herphone

chimedonthecoffeetable,shegrabbeditand

answered.

"Hello"-Thulado

"HeyMissMdletsheit'sthedetective,I'msorryto

callyousolate"-hesaid



"HowcanIhelpyou?"-Thuladosaidimpatiently

"Thankyouforthemessage,wehavearrested

Courtney,shewashidingathermother'shousein

Hillcrest.I'mgoingtoneedyoutocometostation

tomorrowforastatementofwhattookplaceatmall

thismorning"-Captain

"Sure,Iwillcome"-Thuladosaidhangingup.

ShedialedNomzamo.

"Hello"-Zamo

"Hey,I'msorrytocallyounow,IhopeI'mnot

disturbingyou"-Thulado

"Nonowejusthoppedintobed,iseverythingOK?"-

Zamo

"TheyarrestedCourtney,thecaptainjustcalledme"

-Thulado

"Finally!Nowwecangetmarriedinpeace"-Zamo

"Yeah,doyouthinkIshouldbeworried…Mhlengi



isn'tbackyet"-Zamo

"Serious?AreyouOKthere.IcanaskFranktocome

andcheckonyouguys"-Zamo

"Nono,there'snoneed.I'msureMhlengiwillcallor

something"-Thulado

"Yousure?"-Zamo

"Yes…goodnight"-Thuladosaidthanshehungup.

Shesatinsilenceuntiltherewasaknockonthe

door,itwasobviouslyafamilymemberbecause

theywouldn'thavepassedthroughthegatewithout

thecode.SheopenedthedoorandinwalkedMusa

andhisbabymama.

"Heykoti,sorrytocomesolatebutIhavean

emergencyandIdidn'twanttoleavethemalone"-

hesaidpointingtothebabymamaandthechild

whowasalreadyinpj's

"It'sOK,youguyscomein"-Thulado



Theymadethemselvescomfortable.

"Youcantakehimtosleepinthechildren's

bedroomHlengiwe"-Thuladosaidtothebaby

mama,shenoddedandusheredtheboyupthe

stairs

"I'mgoingtogo,Iwillcomefortheminthemorning.

I'msosorrybutMhlengisaidIcouldcomehereifI

haveanemergency"-Musa

"Sure,Idon'tmind.Ijusthopeyouarenotdoing

anythingillegal"-Thuladosaidworryingly

"Relax"-Musasaidcoyly,heshowedherthumbsup

beforewalkingoutinahurry.

FewminuteslaterHlengiwereturnedfloppingin

oneofthecouches.

"Doyouknowwherehisgoing?"-Thuladoasked



inquisitively

"I'velearnednottoaskanymore,sometimesI'mnot

sureifIwanttolivelikethisbutthenmyheart

betraysme"-Hlengiwe

"Mhlengihasn'treturned,heleftthismorningtogo

fetchmyfather.Hisphoneisoff"-Thuladosaid

nervously

"Storyofmylife,hisakrugerntombothisisintheir

blood.I'vepreparedmyselfthatonedayI'llseehis

bloodybodyonthesideoftheroadwith20bullets,

probablyhisfacedisfiguredbecausepeoplewho

livethislifedielikedogsandquitefranklynobody

cares"-Hlengiwesaidcarelessly

"Idon'twantMhlengitodielikethat"-Thuladosaid

"It'snotuptoyou,butthem.LookatSfisohewent

toJoburgnotonlybecauseofthetransferbutto

enlargetheirterritory,hethinkshisinvinciblesince

hisatopdetectivebutoneday"Shesaidshaking

herhead,"Doyouhavewine"-Hlengiwefurther

asked

"Yes,golookinthekitchen"-Thulado



"Butthisisyourhouse,youshouldserveme"-

Hlengiwesaidjokingly

"I'mtoostressedtodothat,ifyouwaitformethen

youmightaswellforgetit"-Thulado

AfteranhourofHlengiwedrinkingandThulado

lookingatherphone,itrangitwasFrank.

"Hello"-Thulado

"Hey!youalright?"-Frank

"YesI'mgood"-Thulado

"Hashecalledyouyet?"-Frank

"No,I'mstillwaiting"-Thulado

"Doyouwantmetocomethere?"-Frank

"No,noI'mwithHlengiwe"-Thulado

"Okcool,pleasetellhimtocallmewhenhereturns"

-Frank

"WhereismyhusbandFrank?"-Thuladoaskedwith



ashakyvoice

"Idon'tknow,hesaidhewasgoingtoMooiRiver"-

Frank

"Don'tlietome"-Thulado

"I'mbeinghonest,Ipromiseyouhehasagood

explanationforallofthis.Don'tworry"-Franksaid

hangingup

Thuladowipedthetearswellinguphereyes.

"WasthatFrank?"-Hlengiwesaidlookingdrowsy

"Yes"-Thulado

"Youknowwhatyoutwoaredoingisnotrightand

onedayitwillcomeout"-Hlengiwe

"Excuseme?"-Thulado

"Isawyou,I'mnotachild.Mhlengiwillkillyouboth"

-Hlengiwesaidgiggling

"Youaredelusionalifyouthinksomethingisgoing



onbetweenFrankandI"-Thulado

"Thulado!TheQueen,it'salwaysaboutyou"

Hlengiwesaidmockingly,shedrankthelastof

what'sleftinthebottle,thistimenotevenusingthe

glass,"YouaresospoiledandIcanseeithas

gottenintoyourhead,lookatyou.Youdidn'tclean

yourhouse,pilingupdirtinsteadofcallingyouout,

weweretoldtoletyoubebecauseyouknow,it's

Thulado,WhileNomzamoandIgettossedaround,

yougetroyaltreatment.WhenMhlengiwasinjail

ourmenhadtodropeverythingbecauseThuladois

introuble,yetyoucheatonyourmanwithhis

brother"shelaughed,"YoutakingNomzamofora

foolhuh,areyousleepingwithMusatoo,

ngizotrapakeminasisi…angenziwanjalo.Infact

carryoniwillsitherewithabagofpopcornand

watchyouendyourlifebecauseonedayMhlengi

willfindout"-Hlengiwesaidlaughing

"Findoutwhat?"-Mhlengisaidstandingatthedoor

Thuladoturnedherheadinthespeedoflightning,



hereyespoppedoutandherheartthrobbedagainst

herribcage.

"WhatisHlengiwetalkingaboutThulado?"-Mhlengi

"M-MhlengiI"-Thuladomuttered
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Chapter105



*Mhlengi'shouse*

"Doyouneedhelpwiththat?"-Mhlengi

"I'malmostdone,butyoucouldgetNtobekoready,

Pageiscomingtopickthemup"-Thulado

Mhlengihuggedherfrombehindleavingatrailof

kissesonherneck.

"AwwMhlengi"-Thuladosquealed

"How'sthelittleone,shouldn'thebeshowingby

now?"-Mhlengi

"It'sstillearly,plusSHEmuststayhiddenuntilafter

thewedding"-Thulado

"Whyareyousayingit'sashe?"-Mhlengi

"IwantNtobekotobetheonlyboy"-Thuladosaid

withasmug

"What!that'snotfair,myboyneedsalittlebrother



toplaywithjustlikethetwinshaveeachother"-

Mhlengi

"Wellwewillhavetowaitandsee"-Thulado

"OkI'mgoingtobeonmywaynow"-Mhlengi

"Okpleasenospeedingandbecarefulnobutting

headswiththeMthethwa's"-Thulado

"Ipromisenomoretrouble,I'mjustgoingtofetch

yourfatherandcomeback"-Mhlengi

"Thankyou,I'vehadenoughofdramainmylife,I

justwanttogetmarriedandenjoymyfamily

withoutlookingbehindmyback"-Thulado

"Yesmam"-Mhlengisaidcoyly

"I'mgoingtobidfarewellatthehospitalandI'llbe

headingtothemalltopickupafewthings,doyou

wantanything?"-Thulado

"Iwantyou"-Mhlengi

"I'mseriousnjalo"-Thulado

"IhaveeverythingIneedbutdoyoureallyhaveto

bidfarewell?It'snotliketheycareaboutyou,just



leavethemhanginglikethat"-Mhlengi

"Asabusinessmanyouwillsoonlearnthatyoudo

notburnbridges,justbecauseI'veresignedtowork

atK-meddoesn'tmeantheyarebeneathme,those

peoplecarriedmewhenIwasrunningfrom

Mkhuzeni,theygavemeajobwithoutquestionslet

alonetheexperienceIacquiredthere"-Thulado

"Betteryouthanme,aletterisenoughI'llsay

goodbyeonthedayandneverreturnbutwomen,

youwanttopartyandcrynonethelessenjoyandtell

thatdoctorwhowantsyouthatIsaidhi"-Mhlengi,

Thuladothinnedhereyeslookingathim.

"Howdid…youknowwhatnevermind"-Thulado

Thetwinscamerunningintothekitchen.

"Mummyyouhavereachedmaximum"-Luminjalo

"Maximumwhat?"-Thuladoaskedconfused

"Yourice-creamtubs,it'smorethanfive"-Lubanzi



"Oh"-Thuladosaidembarrassed

"Mummywewilltakethemtothestoreroom"-

Luminjalosaiddashingout

"MummyIcanseeyoutryingveryhard,thehouse

isniceandclean.Yougettingbetter"-Lubanzi

Thuladoquicklycaughthertears,Mhlengiheldher

handgivingitalittlesqueeze.

"AndIwouldn'tbegettingbetterifitwasn'tforyou

all,especiallymylittleflowerswhomakesure

mummydoesn'texceedherlimit…thankyou"-

Thulado

Lubanzirantohugbothhermotherandfatherthen

dissapearedoutthekitchen.

"Youdoingreallywellshorty"-Mhlengisaid

plantingakissontopofherhead



Hewalkedoutaswell.

Thuladowipedhertearsasasmilecreptonher

face,shethendrewoutherphonecallingNomzamo.

"Mfazi"-Zamo

"YeboMfazi,canwemeetatthemallratherIhave

tostartatwork,theypreparedsomesortofa

farewellpartyforme"-Thulado

"Eish,whydon'tImeetupwithMasabathaandI'll

updateyou?Becauseshehasanothereventshe's

planningIdoubtshewillhavetime"-Nomzamo

"Youknowwhat,youareright.Letsdivideand

conquer,Istillneedtoshopformyfather'sarrival"-

Thulado

"AssoonasI'mdoneIwillcomeandmeetyouthere,

there'ssomethingIwanttoaskyou"-Nomzamo

"Ok"-Thulado



Shehungup.

****

*Frank'shouse*

FrankwalkeduptoNomzamotostealakissbefore

grabbingabottleofwaterfromthefridge.

"Adoubleweddinghuh?"-Frank

"YesandI'mexcited,aftereverythingthathappened

Ithinkthisisbest,killtwobirdswithonestone.It

makessense,wehavethesamecircleoffriends

andweareafamily"-Nomzamo

"Don'toverworkyourselfnow,youcarryingprecious

cargo.AllowMasabathatodoherjobinpeace"-

Frank



"I'mnotliftingafinger,shejustwantstorunbya

fewthingswithusbeforefinalizingwehavea

monthtogeteverythinginorder"-Zamo

"InamonthstimeyouwillbeNomzamoNgcobo,

verybefitting"-Franksaidwithasmirk

"ThedayIwalkedintothathotelseekingfora

sponsorformymother,neverinmywildestdreams

haveIthoughtI'dbehererightnow"-Frank

"Iloveyou"-Frank

"Iloveyoumore"-Zamo

"I'mgoingtotheofficebutI'llknockoffearlysoI

cancook.Youjustrelax…Okay"-Frank

"Yessir"-Zamo

****

*Themall*



Thuladopackedhergiftsandflowersshegotfrom

thehospitalintoherboot,it'sthelittlethingsthat

canmakeyouatargetinparkinglots.Thebestway

toavoidatailistokeepyourvaluablesawayfrom

pryingeyes.Sheclosedherbootanddialed

Nomzamo.

"I'mrightthere,I'mabouttodriveintotheparking

lot"-Nomzamosaid

"OkIwillwaitforyou"-Thulado

Sheleanedonhercarpagingthroughherphone

whenshenoticedapresence,whensheliftedher

eyesshejumpedfromfright.

"Stayawayfrommeyoucrazybitch"-Thuladosaid

steppingback

"Ijustwanttotalk"-Shewhispered

"Ihavenothingtosaytoyou,ifyoudon'tleaveIwill

rearrangeyourinselfdefense,I'mablackgirlandI



cankickass.Don'tbefooledbymysize"-Thulado

"I'vealreadylostmyjob,myimageistainted.I'm

beggingforyoutopleasedropthecharges,iwill

dissapearandmovetoanotherprovinceplease"-

Courtney,Thuladolaughedloudsheevenclapped

herhands

"Isthatwhyyouwalkingaroundwiththathideous

hatandhumongousglasses?Whyareyourunning

awayfromyourcrimesgirly?Handyourselfoverto

thepolicewhoknowsmaybetheywillbelenient"-

Thuladosaidinamockingtone

"Whyaresostuckupdamnit?WebothknowI

didn'ttouchyou,Ilostmyjobandyouhadyourfun.

Idon'twantMhlengianymorejustdropthe

charges…comeon,Ididn'ttrytokillyou,Ididn't

touchyou"-Courtneysaiddesperately

"Youleftmelockedinthereandyouprevented

peoplefromentering,nowtellmewhatwasyour

planhuh?Youluredmeintothatroomforareason,

youwantedtokillmesoyoucanhavemyhusband"

-Thuladosaidwavingtheringonherface.Courtney



turnedred.

Shegrabbedherbyherneck,clenchingherjawsas

shepressedonThulado'sthroat.Thuladokicked

Courtney'sabdomenwithherkneesheletgo

panting.Nomzamocamescreaming.

"Youlayyourhandsonheronemoretimesfebe

andwewilldecoratethisparkinglotwithyourdry

body…b!tch"-Nomzamo

Courtneywalkedbackwardsherchestrisingand

falling.

"I'mnotdonewithyoubitch,youbiltong…youcan

runbutyoucan'thidenx"-Thuladoscreamed

rubbingherneck,sheturnedtoNomzamo"What

tookyousolongshealmostkillme"-Thulado

"Youaresuchacoward"-Nomzamosaidholdingin

alaugh



"Girlslikeheraredangerous,didn'tyouwatchthe

movie"Obsessed"-Thulado

"Aisuka"-Nomzamo

Sheheldherhandandtheywalkedintothemall.

"Sohowwasthemeeting?"-Thulado

"Itwasgreat,Itoldherwhatwewantandshesaid

it'sverypossibleandthatResortisgorgeousit

actuallybelongstoher,wellpartofthefamily

business"-Nomzamo

"YouknowIwantthesameforus,weneedtolearn

fromthemsothattomorrowweareabletobuildan

empireforourchildren"-Thulado

"Iwasthinkingoftheexactsamething"-Theyboth

smiled

"Isentyouthepreweddinginvitation,yougoingto

loveit"-Nomzamo



Thuladopagedthroughherphoneandgasped.

"Whatarewewaitingfor,letsdistributethem.Ilove

it"-Thulado

Theyexcitedlynudgedeachotherfidgetingontheir

phones.
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Chapter107

"WhatisHlengiwetalkingabout"Mhlengisaid

takingoffhisjacket

"It'sasurprisehawu,youweren'tsupposedtohear

that"Hlengiwesaidgettingup,"Goodnight

lovebirds"shesaidshowingthemthepeacesign

"She'sbeendrinking"-Thuladosaidnervously

"Oh,whereisMusa?"-Mhlengi

"Heleftanhourago"-Thulado

"Oh"-Mhlengisaid

"Wherehaveyoubeenandwhereismyfather?"-

Thuladoasked,Mhlengisighed

"Iloveyou"-Mhlengisaidembracingher

"Talktome"-Thuladopleaded

"Comesitdown"Mhlengisaidholdingherhandto

sitonthecouch.

"Yougettingmeworried"-Thuladogrovelled



"SoIarrivedathome,everythingwasgood.

Mdletshe'sbagswerepackedandhewasreadyto

comebutwehadtowaitforNhlanhlobecauseshe

wantedtocomeaswell.Dadcomplainedof

tirednesssohewenttotakeashortnapwhilewe

waited.Iloadedhisluggageinthecar,thenext

thingNhlanhlowasscreaming,weallrantothe

roomanddadwasgaspingforair.Itriedshorty,I

rushedhimtothehospitalandbeggedhimtofight

becauseyougettingmarried,Icriedandbegged

him.Hesqueezedmyhandsandtoldmethatnow

hecanrest"-Mhlengipaused,"Thenursesclosed

meoutasthedoctorattendedtohimbuthedidn't

makeit,dadleftusshorty"-Mhlengifinallysaid

holdingThuladoclose

Shejustsattheresayingnothing…

"Shortydidyouhearme?Mdletsheisgone"-

MhlengisaidbutThuladosaidnothing



****

*Amonthlater…*

Thuladoworealongblackdress,acoatandablack

doek,shegrabbedachairfrominsidehermother's

rondavel.Sheplanteditoutsidefacingthethetwo

gravesatthefarendofthehomestead.She

watchedsadlyasMhlengiandFrankcleaned

aroundtheareaasweedsstartedtogrowengulfing

thetombstones.

"Areyousureaboutallofthis"-Nomzamo'svoice

echoedbehindher

"Yes"-Thuladosaid

"I'msorry"-Nomzamosaid

"Forwhat?WhatareyousorryforNomzamo?"-

Thulado

"Abouteverything,IknowhowyoufeelIhavebeen



thereandit'sadarkandscaryplace.Butyouneed

tocry,youneedtoallowyourselftogothroughthe

emotionsotherwiseyouwillfindyourselfinhouse

fullofcontainersandbooksagain,letgo"-

Nomzamosaidbeforescurryingaway

Thuladoturnedherheadsoshecouldlookatthe

menatthegravesiteagain,Mhlengihandledthe

funeralsingle-handedlyandnowhewantedtoleave

theplacecleanandnurtured.Nhlanhlomadeher

waytoThuladosideaswell.

"Heysis"-Nhlanhlo

"Hey"-Thulado

"Iknowthiswillsoundselfishbutwhataboutus

here,youcan'tturnyourbackonusjustbecause

dadisnomore.Wearesisters,weareyourfamily

Thulado"-Nhlanhlo

"NooffenseNonhlanhlaIhavebeenalone,my

familyisMhlengiandmychildren.Idon'tfeelat



homeheresoyouguyscankeepthisplace

becauseyourmothersdon'twantmehere,they

hatedmymotherandIwillbeafooltothinkthat

theycanloveme.Atleastmyfatherisrestingright

therenexttotheloveofhislife,Ibethishappyand

peaceful,atleastthiswayIcanacceptthatI'man

orphan.Lookit'snotpersonal,youknowwhereto

findmebutI'mdonewiththisplace.Pleasetake

careoftheirgraves,youcanevenhiresomeone

whowillmakesuretheyarecleaned…I'llpay"-

Thulado

Nhlanhlo'slefthurriedlywipingthelinesoftearson

herface.MhlengiandFrankmadetheirwayback

lookingallsoiledandsweaty,Thuladosmiledwhen

hereyesmetwiththeirs.

"I'mgoingtobath"-Franksaid

"I'mrightbehindyou"Mhlengisaidcrouchingto

Thulado'slevel

"Thankyoufordoingthis"-Thuladosaidtouching



hissweatyface

"Theyaremyparentstoo,ifitwasn'tforthemI

wouldn'thavebeenhereandsohappy"-Mhlengi

"Soit'sjustmeandyounow"-Thuladosaid

"Meandyoushorty"-Mhlengi

Thulado'slipstrembledasshebrokeintoasob,for

thefirsttimesincesheheardthenews,Mhlengi

embracedherforaslongassheneeded.

"Iwantustogetmarriedandfocusonourlives,I'm

seriousaboutnotcomingbackhereagain"-

Thulado

"Anythingyouwant,letmegetcleanedsowecan

go"-Mhlengi

"Ok"-Thulado

****



AtFuzelihle.Inc

MhlengiandFranksataroundtheboardroomwith

theKhoza'sandNorwoodsforameeting.

"Ithinkweneedtocelebrateforseizingthismulti-

millioncontractfromtheGermans"-Nkosana

"StellarperformancetheNgcobo'syouguyswere

magical"-Ntsika

"Iwassweatinginmypantsbro,whydidyouthrow

usunderthebusonlastminute?"-Frankaskedstill

shocked,theboardroomeruptedinlaughter

"Trustmeifwehadtoldyou,youwouldhave

messedup.Yourpresentationwasauthenticand

theGermanshavegoodinstincts"-Nkanyezi

"Trustmegentsyoubetterthanme,Iwouldhave

endeduptellingthemdalawhatyoumustekse,I'm

terriblewiththesethings"-Langa



"Ican'tbelievewebaggedit"-Mhlengi

"Yagentsthisisbig,wearethefirstyoungblack

groupofbusinessmentogetsuchadealandImust

sayitwasFrank'ssmoothtongueandMhlengi's

charmthatwonusthisone,youguyswereclean..

I'mimpressed"-theyallcheeredclappinghands.

"Yourpresenceinthisroomgaveusconfidence,

everynodandthumbsupshowedusthatwewere

goingintherightdirection…toteamwork!"-

Mhlengisaidliftinguphisglass

"Teamwork"-theyallsaidliftinguptheirglasses.

****

AttheSpa

Theladieswereadornedintheirwhitegownsand

slippers,theyallhadflutesintheirhandssittingby

thepoolarea.



"Thisisthelife"-Nomzamosaidsippingonhernon

-alcoholicchampagne

"Youcansaythatagain"-Thuladoagreed

"Weworkhardsowedeserveit"-Nkosazane

"Weneedtoplanatrip"-Nethesuggested

"Maldives"-Nellyscreamed

"yesss"theyallsaidunanimously

"I'monit"-Masabatha

"Letstalkaboutthewedding,I'mexcitedforthat"

Nandiasked

"AskSaba,she'stheboss"-Thulado

"Allisinorder,thebridesjustneedtowalkinto

paradise"-Sabathasaidwithasmirk

"Aino,youneedtotelluswhatyouhaveplanned"-

Nomzamo

"Andruinthesurprise…never!Yougavemeajob

andIplantodeliver"-Sabatha



"Aikeweareinforatreathere,fretnotladies

Masabathaknowsherstuff"-Nkosazane

"Indeed"-Nandi

"IsMbaliandSanejoiningus?"-Nethe

"Yes!TheywenttofetchSneatAndre'shouse,I

sweartoyouthatgirluzomitha"-Nelly

Theyallburstintolaughter…

"Don'tlaughguys,I'venevermetagirlwholoves

dicklikethatone,poorAndre"-Nelly

Thegirlslaughedsomemore.

****

*Ontheirwayhomefromthemeeting*



Frankpulleduponthesideoftheroadandgawked

atMhlengiinawe,hechuckledlightlyshakinghis

head.Mhlengismiledbackblushingthenhelooked

outofthewindow.

"Whowouldhavethoughthuh?"-Frank

"Theboysareeatingnow!"-Mhlengi

"Theboysarefuckingeating"-Franksaidfist

pumpinghislittlebrother

"Wedidit,wefinallyfiguredthisthingcalledlife.

Businessisdoingwell,wearegettingmarried"-

Mhlengisaidwithquiveringlips

"Fuck!"-Franksaidwipinghisowntears

"Ifsomeonewouldhavecomeuptomeandsay

thatonedayIwouldbehere,IpromiseyouIwould

havelaughedintheirfaces"-Mhlengi

"Nomoresacrificesjustusworkinghardtomake

anhonestlivingandbuildinganempireforour

children"-Frank

"Nomoreheists,I'mdonebro.I'mnotdoingthat



sh!tagain,Ican'tkeepputtingmyfamilyindanger.

Godhasgivenmeanotherchancetostartona

cleanslateandI'mgrabbingthisopportunitywith

bothhands"-Mhlengi

"Letsgogetthemboy"-Frankcheered

"Letsgogetthem"-Mhlengicheeredback

Frankignitedthecarjoiningtheroad

*****

*Weekslater*

ThuladolookedatthediaryshegotfromAmanda,it

wasstillsealed.Thedayshegotitshethoughtit

wasuselessbuttodayshefeltdifferent.Bynowshe

hadgottentoknowherselfbetter,herstrengthsand

weaknesses.Shewasn'tthatpersonwhowillgoto



someoneandventyetshehadalotofthings

buildingupinsideofher,shehadtofindawayto

dealwiththisissue.Sheunpackedthefreshbook

andopenedthefirstpage.

Deardiary

I'mfivedaysawayfrommyweddingandI'm

ecstatic,lifehasbeenhardformebutthroughHis

graceI'mherepushingforward.Mychildrenare

growinggracefullyandthehappinesstheybring

intomyhomeispriceless,Icanproudlysaymy

hoardingdaysareinthepastnow,itwasn'teasy

butwithsupportanythingispossible.

MyfriendNanaisdoingwellandseemtobehappy

inJoburg,andmysisterNonhlanhlachecksupon

meeverynowandthen,that'ssatisfactoryenough.

It'snotthatIhatethembutbeinginthatplacestir

meme,itopenupwoundsthatIthinkhavehealed

soformysanityit'sbestIdetach,it'snotlikethey



willmissme.

Nomzamohasbecomemybestfriend,this

orphanageweruninthisfamilyisgrowinghealthy

andstrong,weallgeteachotherbecauseweall

don'thaveparents.Werelyonuncleandthe

pastors,thebusinessisdoingwellandourcircleis

thebest.

WorkingatK-medhospitalischallengingyetgood,I

feelsafeasifIbelongthere,Idon'tneedto

competewithanyone,ijusthavetodomyjob

whichistokeepmothersandbabieshealthyatall

times.

Sadlyalltherosesinmylifegetstoapointwhere

theywilt,gogoSharonsuccumbedtocancer

leavingmychildrendistraughtbutwekindofused

toitbynow.Todayweholdgoodmemoriesthatwe

sharedwiththatgoodsoul,blessherheart.

Luminjaloinheritedallherartworkandtoolsand



Lubanzigottokeepthegoldfish.

Courtney'strialisstillcoming,she'stryingtoplay

theinsanitycardsbutthedetectiveisnotgivingher

atimeofday.Ziyandasanglikeacanarywhenher

jobwasthreatened,shechokedmeandIwontletit

slidethateasily.

Istillhaven'ttoldMhlengiaboutFrank,yesitmight

lookbadbutthesebrothershavegrowntobeso

closeandIwillnotallowsuchasmallthingruinthis

family.Hlengiwewillhavetowaitalittlelongerwith

herpopcorn,IhaveassuredherthatI'mnot

cheatingonMhlengiandIneverwill.Ilovehimway

toomuch,Ihopeshebelievesmebecausethatone

isdangerouswhenshe'sdrunk.

That'sitfornow,I'llbebacktotellyoumore…thisis

meoffloadingbecausehealingisaneverending

process.



*Theend*

Wewillhavetoendherefornow,I'mtakingabreak.

There'sjustsomuchgoingoninmyliferightnow

andI'mfailingtomulti-taskwithwriting.Iwillbe

backwithmoreexcitingstuff,thankyouforyour

continuedsupport.

Iappreciateandloveyouguysfromthedepthsof

myheart.Pleaselikeandfollowthemainpageas

wellbecausewewillreturnthere.

Thisisnotgoodbyebutit'sseeyoulater


