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CHAPTERONE*

"Iwantadivorce."

Divorce?Whatisthat?Andwhywouldheevenwant

adivorce?DidIdosomethingwrong?Didhefallout

oflovewithme?AmInotattractivetohimanymore?

AmIthatbadnowandhecannotstandme

anymore?ThosearethequestionsIkeptasking

myselffromthedaymysoontobeexhusband

askedforadivorce.Itkeptringinginmyhead.I

couldn'tmakeoutwhyhewouldwanttodivorceme.

We'vebeenmarriedforsevenyearsandwewereso

happytogether.OrsoIthought.Marryyourbest

friendtheysaid.Imarriedmybestfriendandtoday

Ifindmyselfinthemiddleofadivorce.Thesame

bestfriendthatIgrewupwith.Wewerefriends

sinceourprimaryschooldays.Ineverthoughta

daywouldcomewhereIwouldfindmyselfhere.

ButtodayI'vedecidedtosayenoughisenough.I'm



lettinggo.I'mlettinggoofeverything.I'msigning

thepaperstoday.I'mlettinggoofapartofmylife

thatIlovedmyentirelife.Firstlywhenhe

mentionedthedivorceIwasscared.Scaredofwhat

peoplearegoingtosay.Thinkingthattheywill

judgeme.Judgemefornotbeingabletostayinmy

marriage.ButwhenIrealizedthatIhavebeenmade

afoolIsaidenoughisenough.I'vebeenafoolall

ourmarriedlife.Whenwegotmarriedwehad

dreams.Verybigdreams.Wewantedtoachievea

lotandwedidthat.Foryoungpeoplewehavedone

verywellforourselves.Sowhenwegotmarriedmy

soontobeexhusbandsaidImusttiemytubes.We

hadtobestablefirstbeforeeventhinkingofhaving

babies.AndstupidmebelievedhimbecauseIwas

soinlovetoevennoticeanything.Ihadmytubes

tiedandhedidavasectomy.OrsoIthought.Buta

surprisewaswaitingforme.Hehastwokidswith

anotherwoman.Twokids!Luckyhim.WhileIhad

mytubestiedhemadeafooloutofmeandmade

methinkthatindeedhedidvasectomy.Thekidsare

6yearsold.Thismeansthattheycameintothis

worldayearafterourmarriage.Ihaveafew



questionsthatIwouldliketoaskhim.Hewalks

throughthedoorandisabouttoascendthestairs

whenIaskhimthatweshouldtalk.Hesaysheis

goingtochangethenwewilltalk.Minuteslaterhe's

sittingonthecouchoppositetheoneI'msittingon.

Itaketimeandstudyhim.Where'smysweetRapula

thatIknew?Hehaschanged.Heisamonster.He

mightnotbeabusivebutheisamonster.

Me:I'mreadytosignthepapers.

Rapula:oh.

Me:oh?that'sallyouaregoingtosay?

Rapula:whatdoyouwantmetosay?Pleasedoit

quickly.There'ssomewhereIhavetobe.

Me:ohyou'regoingtoyourlittlefamily?Yes.Iknow.

Isawthebirthcertificatesofyourchildren.

Rapula:KeatlaretsiI'msorry.

Me:whatareyousorryfor?Youmadeafooloutof

me.Toldmetotiemytubesbecausewearenot

readyforchildrenwhileyouknewyouwere

planningafamilyoutthere.



Rapula:I'mreallysorry.

Me:yoursorryisnotgoingtohelp.Iwantyoutotell

methetruth.

Rapula:keaIdon'twanttohurtyou.

Me:ashurtfulasitmaybe,pleasetellme.Ideserve

toknow.

Rapula:Itstartedayearbeforewegotmarried.

Me:oh.Soyou'vebeencheatingonmeforlong.Go

on.

Rapula:Istilllovedyouandcouldn'tletyougo.The

ideaofyoubeingwithanothermanhauntedme.My

loveforyouwas,stillistoomuchtoletyoubewith

someone.

Me:butstillyou'redivorcingme.RapulaIleft

someonewhotrulylovedandappreciatedmefor

youandthisishowyoudome?

Rapula:yourrelationshipwasnevergoingto

survive.Webothknowthat.Youwereastudentand

hewasyourlecturer!

Me:isthatsupposedtomakemefeelbetter?



Rapula:Idon'twantustogetdivorcedanymore.I'm

gettingasecondwife.

Me:Ireallythoughtyoulovedme.ButnowIsee

howyou'vemadeafooloutofme.

Igotupandwentupstairstoourroom.Istarted

packingmysuitcases.BythetimeIwasdoneitwas

late.Ipushedmysuitcasesdownstairsandwent

forthelastone.Tearscouldn'tstopfalling.Igotto

wherehewasandtookthepentosign.Hegrabbed

thepapers.

Rapula:babeIloveyou.Pleaselet'snotdothis.

Me:you'vehurtmeandit'senough.Youwantedthis

divorceandnowI'mgrantingyouyourwish.You

canfinallygoandbewithyourrealfamilywithno

Keatlaretsitodisturbyou.

Aknockdisturbsusandherushestothedoor.He

comesbackwithawomanwithtwokids.Theyhave

suitcaseswiththem.I'mmovingoutandtheyare

movingin.Itmustbenicebeingthem.Iworkedvery

hardforeverythinginthishouseandthisishowhe

doesme.



Me:Iseetheyareevenmovingin.

Iturnedtothewomanwhohasbrokenmymarriage.

Ilookedathercarefully.She'sbeautiful.ThatIcan

giveher.Thenthere'smeadarkie.She'slightin

complexion.Maybethat'swhatattractedhimtoher.

Hewastiredofseeingthisdarkfaceofmine.

Me:doyoulovehim?Pleaseanswermehonestly.

Her:I'msorrybutIlovehim.Itwasn'tmyintentionto

hurtyou.

Me:youknewthathehadsomeoneinhislifebut

thatdidn'tstopyou.Letmetellyousomething.I

hatewomenlikeyou.Theyarethereasonother

womenlivemiserablelives.You'vebrokenmy

marriage.Ihopeyouarehappynow.I'mleaving.I

hopeyoutakecareofhim.Takegoodcareofhim.

Don'tdotohimwhathedidtome.Lovehimlikehe

deservestobeloved.Begoodtohim.MayGod

blessyouall.AndIwishyouthebestinyour

marriage.

IturnedtoRapula.Hehadasurprisedfacemixed

withhurt.It'slikehedoesn'tbelievewhatIjustsaid.



Imeantit.Iwishthemthebest.I'mnotgoingto

holdgrudgesandhopeforkarmatovisitthem.No.I

don'tbelieveinthat.IfGodwantedthingstobethis

waythenletitbe.

Me:GodknowsIlovedyou.Istilldo,somuch.ButI

willlearntolivewithoutyou.Justasyoulearntto

lovesomeone,Iwillalsolearntolovesomeone.I

wishyouallthehappinessintheworld.Takecare

ofher.Don'tlietoherlikeyoudidtome.Anddon't

worryaboutme.Iwillsurvive.Iwillriseupfromthis.

Iwillrisetothetopagain.Ialwaysdo.Nomatter

whatIfaceIwillbefine.Begood.Haveawonderful

life.Iloveyou.

Igentlytookthepapersfromhimandsignedthem.

Ihadalreadyhadmylawyer,wellourlawyerread

themsoIknowwhat'sinthere.

Me:Iwillcomebackfortherestofmystufforlet

someonetocomeandfetchthem.Thankyoufor

everything.Ichoosetobelievethatatsomepoint

youlovedme.Sothankyouforlovingme.

Ikissedhischeekandpushedoutmysuitcases.



Igotinsidemycaranddroveoff.Ileftthesuburbs

ofIreneanddrovetoMamelodi.Ihaveahouse

there.Twobedroomshouse.Iboughtthathouse

beforegettingmarriedandthat'stheonlyproperty

that'sinmyname.TheothersIownthemwith

Rapula.Iwonderhowarewegonnadividethem

becausetheyarethreeincludingthehousewewere

stayingin.ButIchoosenottoworryaboutthatand

focusontheroad.WhenIreachHatfieldistopata

garagethatisjustafewminutesafterthe

springbokpark.Springbokpark.Iusedtocome

herealotwithmyfriendsduringourvarsityyears.It

wasourfavoriteplacetocometo.Especiallyon

weekends.Ifillmytankanddriveabitthenstop.I

startcrying.Ithurts.Imayacttoughbutithurts.It

startssinkinginthatI'mnowadivorcee.Iwipemy

tearsandgoonwithmyjourney.

AfteralmostanhourIreachmydestination.Ihave

thekeyssoIopenthegateandgetin.Iwaveatthe

neighbors.Theyknowme.Iusedtostayhere



beforeIgotmarried.Iparkmycarbythepavement

andlockit.Iunlockthehouse,butit'snot

locked...andwhatIfindsurprisesme.Mycousinis

sittingonthecouchwithaman.Ican'tevenseethe

man'sfaceproperlybecauseofthesmokeinthis

house.Theyaresmoking.Bonoloissmokinghere

whilemyauntthinksshe'shereworking.Whatis

thisnow?

Me:Bonolowhat'sgoingon?Aren'tyousupposedto

beatwork?

Bonolo:cuzIdon'tworkthereanymore.Igotfired.

Butdon'tworryIhaveanewjoboffer.

Me:that'sbetter.Butcanyoupleasetellyourfriend

toleave?

Bonolo:whatareyoudoingwiththosesuitcases?

AreyouandRapulamovinginhere?

Me:wewilltalklater.NowIwanttosettlein.

IwenttomyroomandeverythingwasasIhadleft

it.Ilaydownonmybackandjustlettearsfall.
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LIFE:KEATLARETSI*

*CHAPTER2*

"Keatlaretsiwakeupandtakecontrolofyourlife.

You'vebeensulkingforthewholetwomonths.It's

notgoingtochangeanything.Thatungratefulexof

yoursismovingonwithhislifeandyou'rehereasif

you'reinmourning.Getup.You'reastrongperson

butnowI'mnotseeingthatperson.Getupanddust

yourself.Wearenotgoingtoletyourlifegotoruins

becauseofhim."

That'smycousin/sisterknockingsomesenseinto

me.She'srightthough.Ihavebeensulkingandnot

doinganythingforthepasttwomonths.Nowit's

timeIgetupandgoonwithmylife.Ifixthebed

andgotothebathroomtotakeabaththenget

readyfortheday.Igotothekitchenandmy

breakfasthasalreadybeenmade.Itakeitandgo

joinBonolo.

Me:heysis.Ithoughtyouwould'veleftforworkby



now.

Nolo:haoItoldyouIresignedthere.Itshowsthat

you'rereallystressed.I'mhavinganinterviewon

Fridayatanotherrestaurant.Holdthumbsforme.

Me:you'rethebestchefever.You'regoingtoget

thisjob.It'salreadyyours.

Nolo:mmhsowhatareyoudoingtoday?

Me:well,meandyouaregoingtohuntforahouse.

ThenI'mgoinghometotalktomyfather.He

doesn'tknowwhat'sgoingoninmylifeyet.

Nolo:don'tyouhaveahousealready?

Me:IletRapulagetthehousewewerestayingin.

Theapartmentsthatweowntogetherarerentedout

andtheirleaseswon'tendanytimesoon.

Nolo:that'smoremoneyforyou.Andneversayyou

iwnthemtogether,that'syourhardwork.

Me:butI'mworriedabouthowwe'regoingtohandle

ourcompany.MaybeIshouldsellhimmy70%

share.

Nolo:babeyouputallyoursweatforthatcompany



tobeasuccess.Youactuallymadethatmanwhat

heiswhilehewasbackstabbingyou.Soyouthink

you'rejustgoingtogivehimeverythingandletthe

otherwomaneatyourhardwork?That'snot

happening.You'renottheonewhomessedup.

You'regoingtostayinthatcompanyandeverything

willgoonasusual.Youdon'toweanyone

sympathy.

Me:butitdoesn'tmatteranyway.Idon'tworkthere.

Ihaveajob.IjustprayIstillhavethatjob.I'vebeen

absentfortwomonths.

Nolo:Iappliedforthreemonthsleaveforyou.You

willgetadoctor'sletterandthenyou'regoodtogo.

Me:whatwouldIdowithoutyou?Thankyoufor

beinghereforme.

Afterwefinishedeatingweleft.Idroveusto

PretoriaWest.Andmycousinbeinghercrazyself

askedwhatweweredoingthereinsteadofgoingto

PretoriaEast.

Me:Idon'thavemoneytowaste.Thosehousesare

expensive.



Thatwasmyexcuse.Ijustdon'twanttofacemy

demonstheresoI'drathernotgothere.After

viewingthehousesiboughta4bedroomhouse

thathasapoolandaplayarea.WhatIlikeisthat

there'sabasketballcourtandatennisballcourtso

wheneverIfeellikeitIwilljustplay.Eventhoughit

won'tbethesamebecauseRapulawon'tbehere.I

won'tlie.IstillmissthatmanbutI'mworkingon

forgettinghim.

Bonolo:nowthatwegotyourbeautifulhouse,it's

timetoletgoofthepast.Andwearestartingby

takingoffthatring.Rapulawillneverbeyours

alone,eraseeverythingthathastodowithhim.

Thereissomeoneforyououtthereandhowwill

menapproachyouwiththatringonyourfinger?

Ilaughinbetweenmytears.Mysisterthough.

Sometimesshe'scrazyandsometimessheiswise.

Me:you'reright.Thisringhastogo.Iwillgiveit

backwhenIfetchtherestofmythings.AndIhave

apresentforyou.

Nolo:it'snotmybirthdayyetbutI'mgettinga



present.Godisgood.

Shesaidthatdancing.

Me:I'mgivingyouthehouseinMamelodi.Iwill

changethetitledeedsonceI'mdonewithfixing

everythinghere.It'syoursnow.

Nolo:Leratothat'sgoodbutthat'syourhouse.

You'vedonealotformealready.

Me:andyou'vebeenagoodsisterandgreat

supportsystem.Sotakeit.Andyoualsohavea

roomhere.Youcancomewheneveryouwant.

Nolo:ohmyGodsis.Thankyousomuch.I'llbe

hereeveryweekend!

AfterthatIdroveoffhome.Nowthisisthehardest

thingI'lleverhavetodo.Rapula'sfatherandmy

fatherarefriends.Andusgettingmarriedmade

themsohappy.Theyneverforcedustobeina

relationshiporanything.Wegrewuptogether,did

everythingtogetherandwenteverywherewithour

fathers.That'showclosewewere.Idon'tknowhow

ourdivorceisgoingtobeonmyfather.AsI'mclose

togettinghomeistarthavingthoughtsruninmy



head.Whatwillmyfathersay?Ishegoingto

supportmeorbeagainstme?That'swhatIkept

askingmyself.

Igotoutofmycarandfoundmyfatherwatching

soccer.TheyweretogetherwithRapula'sfather.I

don'tknowhowthisisgoingtogo.Istoodonthe

doorwatchingthem.

R.father:mydaughter,whyareyoustandingthere?

comein.

Me:dumelangmogae.

Dad:dumelangwanake.Howareyou?

Me:I'mfineandyoudad?

Dad:I'mgood.It'sbeenlongsinceyoucamehome.

Me:Iknowdad.

Dad:youcangoandrest.There'sfoodinthefridge.

Me:I'mdrivingbackintheevening.Ijustmissed

yousoIthoughtIshouldvisit.

R.father:yourhusbandcamethispastweekend.He



saidyoucouldn'tcomebecauseyouwerebusy.

Me:didhesayanythingelse?

R.father:no,wastheresomethinghewassupposed

tosay?

It'sobvioushedidn'ttellthem.Ithoughthewould

doitandexplaineverythingtothem.

Me:meandRapulaaregettingadivorce.It'sbeen

threemonthssinceweseparated.

R.father:eng?

Dad:andyoudidn'tcaretoletusknow?

Me:Ithoughthewouldsincehe'stheonewho

initiatedthedivorce.

Dad:whatdidyoudo?

Me:dadwhywouldyouassumethatIdid

something?Whydon'tyouaskwhythedivorceis

happening?

R.father:wecan'ttalkaboutthisnow.I'mcalling

yourhusbandsohecancomehereandwewillhear

allthesidesofthestories.



Me:Ihavetogobacktoday.

Dad:youwillleavetomorrow.Wehavetofixthis.

Me:there'snothingtofix.Wearealreadydivorced.

R.father:ourancestorsdon'tknowanythingabout

youtwodivorcing.Ourancestorsacceptedyouand

approvedyourmarriage.There'snootherwoman

theywillapproveinRapula'slife.It'sonlyyou.

Me:Ihopeyouwillstillsaythatafteryouhearwhat

hewillsay.Idon'twanttostayinthismarriage.

Surelyyouwillunderstand.

......

"Aaaaahhh!"

IwokeupscreamingbecauseIwasscared.Iwent

tosleepaloneandwokeuptoapersonhuggingme

frombehind.

Voice:hey,keepquietit'sme.

Me:whatareyoudoinginhere?

Rapula:thisisourroom



OhIforgotthatI'mnothome.I'mathisparents

place.MyfathersaidI'mamarriedwomanandI

mustsleepatmymaritalhome.

Me:andwhogaveyoupermissiontoholdme?

Rapula:can'tIholdmywife?Gobacktosleep.It's

stillearly.

Me:Icannotsleepwithyouhere.Getout.

Rapula:ohIseeIstillhavethateffectonyou.I'm

notgoinganywhere.Let'sgobacktosleep.

Icheckedthetimeanditwas3am.Iignoredhim

andtriedtosleep.EventuallyIfellasleep.

InthemorningIwenttomakebreakfastandthe

Meetingwasabouttobegin.Hismothercameto

thekitchenandgreetedme.

R.mom:IhopethatwhateveryouandRapulaare

goingthroughwillbefixed.Butjustrememberthat

noonecanforceyouintoanythingyoudon'twant.

Notyourfatherinlaw,notevenyourfather.You

musttakeadecisionthatisbetterforyou.Thinkof



yourlife.

Me:thanksmama.

Itookfoodtothediningroomandservedeveryone.

Aftertheyweredoneeatingweallwenttositinthe

lounge.

Dad:weallknowwhatweareherefor.Sowe'dlike

youtwototelluswhatyou'redivorcingfor.

Me:dadwearealreadydivorced.

R.father:Rapulawhatisthereasonyouwantedto

divorceyourwife?Don'tyouloveheranymore?

Rapula:Iloveher.

Dad:sowhyaskforadivorce?

Rapula:Iwantasecondwife.

Me:youalreadystaywithherinourhouse.

R.father:secondwife?Isn'ttheonethatyouhave

enoughforyou?

Rapula:Keatlaretsiitwasnevermyintentiontohurt

you.Ineverintendedtofallforher.Itjusthappened.



R.father:sonowyouexpecthertostaywithyou

afteryou'vebroughtanotherwomaninherhouse?

Whatwrongdidshedotopushyoutoanother

woman?IthinkI'veheardenough.Youaresuchan

idiot!Youfindagoodwomanandthisiswhatyou

do?

Rapula:KeatlaretsiIstillloveyou.I'vetearedupthe

divorcepapers.YouandBasetsanacanlivein

separatehouses.Itdoesn'tmatter.AslongasI

haveyouinmylife.

Me:Iwillhavethelawyerdraftnewpapers.I've

beenmadeafoolforalongtimeandIdeserve

better.Iwon'tactlikeafoolandstaywithyou.Do

youknowwhathedid?Hetoldmethatwewerenot

readyforchildren.Wehadtobuildourlivesfirst.

Thenwewillhavekidslaterwhenwearefinancially

stable.Wehadmytubestiedandhesupposedlydid

avasectomy.Butno.Hewaslyingtometheentire

time.Hegothisnewwifepregnantandtheyhave

twokids.Wheredoesthatleaveme?Itshowsthat

hedidn'twanttobetiedtome.Hedidn'twantto

havekidswithme.Iwasjustafool.Iwasalonein



thismarriage.WhatIregretiswhatI'vedonefor

him.EverythinghehasIhelpedhimachieveitbutit

doesn'tmatter.Iwillachievemyownthings.Idon't

wanttostayinalovelessmarriage.Rapulayoumay

thinkthatyoulovemebutyoudon'treallyloveme

andI'veacceptedthat.Youjustliketheideaofme.

Youdon'twanttoseemewithsomeoneelse.That's

nothowitworks.Youcan'thaveyourbread

butteredonbothsides.

R.father:youhavekidsthatweknownothingabout?

Andhowheartlesscanyoubetodosuchathingto

yourwife?

Rapula:mywifeI'msorry.Canwepleasefixthings?

IpromiseyouI'mnevergoingtohurtyouagain.

Dad:Ibelieveyoucanstillfixthings.Youtwoare

meanttobetogether.Yourmarriagewasapproved...

Me:andblessedbytheancestors,IhearthatbutI

don'tthinkyouheardme.I'mdonewiththissham

ofamarriage.Idon'tcarewhattheancestorsdo.

I'mleavinghim.

R.father:doyoustilllovehim?



Me:idon'tknow.

Dad:thenit'ssimple.Youallloveeachothersoit's

stillpossibletofixthings.Nodivorcewillbe

happeninghere.

Me:dadisthatyoutalking?

Dad:you'regoingtofixthingswithyourhusband.

You'restillyoung.Youwillstillhavekids.

R.father:wearegoingtogotothewoman'shome

andpayfordamagesandthat'sall.Youarenot

leavingyourhusband.

Rapula:butI...

R.father:whatI'vesaidisfinal.

Me:dad,momwouldbedisappointedinyou.Ihope

you'rehappywithyourselfknowingthatyouronly

childisnothappyatall.

Dad:whereareyougoing?

Me:I'mleaving.AndI'mcertainlygettingadivorce.

Igotupandwentbackhome.Ididn'twaitformy



fathertocomeback.IjustdrovebacktoPretoria

sametime.Ican'tbelievemyfatherdidthat.I

thoughthehadmybestinterestatheart.ButI've

beenfoolingmyself.Hedoesn'tcareaboutmeand

mywell-being.Myfather!Thisisnotmyfather.I

don'tknowhimanymore.Myfathertheonewho

raisedme,tookcareofmeanddideverythingfor

me.Aftermymotherpassedonithasalwaysbeen

thetwoofus.Heneverremarried.Hesaidhe

doesn'twantanywomantomistreathischildbut

hereheisdoingthesamethingthathedoesn't

wantpeopletodotome.

IamnotgoingbacktoRapula.Iamdonewithhim.

IknowmyplaceisnotreadyyetbutIjustwantto

gothereandjustbealone.Justcrymyselftosleep

ifpossible.Idon'tknowhowI'mgoingtogoonbutI

knowIwill.ThelookIsawonmyfather'sfaceis

enoughformetoconcludethathemighteven

disownme.IfhedoesthatthenitmeansI'malone

inthisworld.Iwilljustbealonerwithnoonetoturn

towhenthingsgosouth.Ihavesomuchinmy



mindthatIdidn'tevenhearcarscreeches.Ke

maketsikelemogaregatsila.Robotswerered.

HowdidInotseetheredrobots.Itwasamessand

Istartedpanicking.Idon'tknowwhathappened.

Buteverythingwentblank.

IheardsoundswhenItriedtogetmyheadup.I

realizedthatIwasinhospital.Whathappenedto

me?Ipressedthatbuttonthing.Soonadoctor

camein.

Dr:ohthankGodyouareawake.

Icouldn'tsayanything.AfterlookingatthedoctorI

lookeddown.

Dr:Keaiseverythingalright?Areyoufeelingany

pain?

Me:noI'mfine.

Mymindisnothere.I'mbusythinkingabouthowhe

stillknowsme.It'sbeenlike10or11years.

Me:umhowdoyouknowmyname?Idon'tthink

we'vemetbefore.



Dr:stopplaying.Iknowyourememberme.What

wereyouthinkingcrossingwhiletherobotisred?

Me:Idon'tknowwhathappened.Pleaselet'snot

talkaboutit.Talkingaboutitmakesmescared.

WhatifIhaddiedthere?

Istartedcrying.Myheartbeatingsofast.

Dr:calmdownplease.

Me:didanyonegethurtordie?

Dr:fortunatelyno.Justonecarthatscreeched

yours.Therobothadjustturnedgreenontheother

sideandIguessotherdriversnoticedquickly.I

thinkyoupanickedthenfainted.

Me:thankGod.WhatwasIgoingtodo?Who

broughtmehere?

Dr:amanwhowitnessedwhathappened.Helefthis

numbersoyoucancontacthimifyouwanttotalk.

IsthereanyoneIcancall?Maybeyoucangiveme

yourhusband'snumberandIwillcallhim?

Me:no!

Istartedcryingalloveragain.Cryingforwhat



Happenedandeverythingthatisgoingoninmylife.

Me:youknowmaybeifIdiedinthataccidentit

wouldhavebeenbetter.Ihavenooneandnothing

tolivefor.

Dr:Keait'sablessingthatyou'rehere.Youarefine,

everythingelseyouwillhandleasyougoon.

There'sareasonwhyyoumadeitalive.Itwasa

miraclethatnothinghappenedtoyou.Bethankful

forthat.

Me:thankyouforeverything.WhenamIleaving

thisplace?

Dr:it'slatenow,tomorrowmorning.

HewentoutandIjustcouldn'tstopcrying.Iwas

involvedinanaccidentandIcan'teventellmy

father.Hehasn'teventriedcallingsinceIlefthome.

Itshowsthathedoesn'tcare.AndwhatcanIdo?

Nothing.

AfterIgotdischargedIcalledBonolotocome.



Dr:I'msureyou'rehappyyou'regoinghome.

Me:yeahIam.

Dr:wherewereyougoing?Ithoughtyoustayin

Irene.

Me:notanymore.Iwasgoingtomynewplace.

Anywaythanksforeverything.

Dr:Iwasjustdoingmywork.

Me:pleasedon'ttellanyonethatyousawme.

Dr:Iwouldn'tdothat.Doyouhavesomeonetotake

youtoyourplace?

Me:mysisteriscoming.Thanksanyway.

Ibidmygoodbyesandwenttotheparkinglot.I

wonderwhathappenedtomycar.Iwillaskthat

manwhobroughtmehere.Hemightknow

something.BonolocamewithanUberandasked

thedrivertotakeusbacktoMams.

Wewerequietallquietthewholeway.Whenwegot

homeIwenttomyroomandchangedintomy



tracksuitsandwenttowatchTV.

Nolo:whathappened?

Me:Idrovewithoutcheckingtherobots

Nolo:that'snotlikeyou.Youarealwayscareful.

What'sgoingon?

Me:youruncledoesn'twantmetogetadivorce.

That'swhat'sgoingon.

Nolo:what!?

Me:yes,andIkeptthinkingsomuchaboutitthatI

evenforgotthatit'snotonlymeontheroad.idon't

knowhowigotherefromRustenburg.

Nolo:atleastyou'refine.

Me:yeah.NowI'mjustgoingtofocusonmeonly,I

don'tcarewhatdadsays.
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TodayisFridayandmycousinhasajobinterview.I

wokeupsoearlyandmadebreakfastforusandgot

readyfortheday.Iwenttocheckonherinherroom

andshewasgettingready.

Me:goodmorningcuzbreakfastisready.

Nolo:l'msonervous.

Me:cuzyou'vegotthis.Thisisyourjob.Youwillget

it.

Nolo:thankyou.You'vealwaysbeenmybig

supporter.

Me:nowlet'sgoandeat.Beforethatwhere'syour

man?Ihaven'tbeenseeinghim.

Nolo:that'snotmyman.He'sjustafriendpartlythe

reasonIgotfiredfrommypreviousjob.SoI

decidedtocuttieswithhim.

Me:okaydontforgetdinneratmyplacetonight.

Nolo:kanawatsamayagompieno.Iwillmissyou.

Me:youknowyouhavearoominmyhouseright?



Let'sgoandeat.

Weeatourbreakfastandprayfornoloafterthat.

ShedropsmeatRapula'splaceandleavesforher

interview.Igathermythingsandwaitforthe

movingcompanytoarrive.Igotothegarageto

checkonmycar.IhavetwocarssotheoneIgot

intoanaccidentwithit'satservice.I'msurprised

mycarisnotinthegarage.IcallRapula.

Me:heyI'matyourplaceandIcan'tfindmycar.

Rapula:whatareyoudoingthere?I'matwork.

Me:I'mheretofetchmythings.AndIcan'tseemy

car.

Rapula:Basetsanaisusingitatthemoment.

Me:wareBase...Didyougiveyoursocalledwifeto

bemycar?RapulaI'mwarningyourightnow.I

boughtthatcarwithmyhardearnedcash!Iwant

mycarrightnow!Ifit'snotherein30minutes

there'llbetrouble.I'mtellingyou.

Rapula:relax.It'snotlikeshestoleit.AndItoldyou

nottomoveout.Basetsanawillmoveout.



Me:andyoubettersignthosepapersIsentyou.I

don'twanttofightwithyou.

Icuthiscall.Isn'titenough

thathemademeafool?Nowhetakesmythings

andgivesthemtohismistress!IfeelsomeonePat

meonmyshoulder.Ilookbackandthisguyjust

smilesatme.

Me:hi.

Guy:sawubonasisi.

Me:hey.howareyou?

Guy:ngiyaphila.I'vebeencallingyouforthepast

tenminutes.

Me:sorry.Ididnthearyou.

Guy:kulungile.AreyouKeatlaretsiBogatsu?

Hewassayingsomethingididn'tevenunderstand.



Me:yescanwepleaseuseEnglish?Idon't

understandZulu.

Guy:foryouIcanevenpolishmyEnglish.

Hejuststaresintomyeyesforagoodtwominutes.

Guy:ohsorry.ThenameisMpendulo.Wearehere

tofetchyourthings.

Me:ohthemovingcompany.Youcanget

started.Thisiseverything.

Ishowthemtheboxesandtheystart

moving.Mpendulowalksintoaboxandalmostfalls.

Hiscolleagueslaugh.Ishakemyheadandgo

upstairs.IlookfortheothercarkeysIcanfindandI

can'tfindthem.Igobackfrustrated.

Mpendulo:what'swrong?Areyoualright?

Me:llmfine.Someonejusttookmycarwithoutmy

permissionandIdon'tknowhowimgoingtoleave

thisplace.

Myphoneringsagainandit'sRapula.



Rapula:BabeIsaiddon'tmoveout.NowwhyamI

hearingaboutamovingtruckbeinginouryard?

Me:I'vealreadytoldyouI'mmovingout.Wheredid

yourwomantakemycar?

Rapula:shewenttoNortherncapeshe'llbeback

nextmonth.Calmdownyoucanstilluseyourother

car.

Me:ohmyGod!Rapulahowcanyouallowherto

takemycar?HowWillIgettowork?She'sbusy

gallivantingwithmycaraikgantshakayone?AmI

thatstupidtoworkforanotherwoman?You'vehurt

meit'senough.Bringbackmycarplease.

Rapula:yourcarwillbeback.I'mcominghomewe

willtalk

Ijustcuthiscallandslidontothecouch.

Mpendulo:areyoufine?

Me:juststoptalking!Wanthasetsatlhemothowa

modimo!

Hehuffedandwentonwithhiswork.

Ijustsatdowntherejustsattherethinkingabout



Basetsanagoingupanddownwithmycar.Whatif

somethinghappenstomycar?Asifit'snotenough

thathe'sflauntinghisrelationshipwithherinfront

ofmehenowtakesmythingsandgivethemtoher.

Mpendulo:wearedonepackingyourthings.Can

yougiveusyouraddress?

Me:ohokay

Mpendulo:lcangiveyoualift...lheardyouonthe

phone.

Me:thanks.

Heledmetothepassengerseatofthetruckand

openedthedoorforme.Kemaketsimothoankoka

felaantsenyamogare.Tselayotlhegontsigo

didimetsinoonesayinganything.Wearrivedin

PretoriaWestandtheyunloadedeverything.I

thankedthemandtheyleft.Ipackedmythingsand

afterIwasdoneIcalledanUberandwentto

Menlynmall.Ishoppedforthehousethingsand

afterIwasdoneIboughtgroceriesthenwentback

home.



ItwasamonthlaterandIstillhaven'tgottenmycar

back.OntheotherhandmyothercarthatItookfor

servicehasn'tbeenreturned.Iwokeupdidmy

hygieneprocessthengotreadyforwork.My

father'scallcamethroughbeforeIcouldeven

requestanUber.

Me:dumelapapa

Dad:mychild.Whyhaven'tyoucalledme?

Me:papayouknowwhy.

Dad:lhearyou.Howareyou?

Me:imfineandyou?

Dad:l'mfine.Iwantedtofindouthowyouare.I'm

happythatyouarefine.

Me:thanksDad.

Dad:haveagoodday.Iloveyou.

Me:lloveyoutooDad.

Ismileaftertalkingtomyfather.Atleastweare

talkingnow.Ididntfeelgoodnottalkingtomy

father.He'stheonlypersonIhaveinthisworld.So



I'mhappythatatleastwearetalkingit'ssomething.

IhearaknockasItakebyworkthingsaboutto

leave.IwillrequestanUberstandingoutsideorelse

I'llbelate.IopenthedooronlytofindsomeoneI

wasn'texpecting.What'shedoinghere?

Me:hiwhatbringsyouhere?

Mpendulo:Iheardyousayyou'regoingbackto

worktodayandIknowyoudon'thavetransportso

I'mheretotakeyoutowork.

Me:IthoughtItoldyoutoleavemealone.

Mpendulo:andIthoughtIalreadytoldyouitwon't

bepossible?

Me:leaveandnevercomeback.IfIweretocall

yourbossandtellhimyouareharrasingmewhat

wouldhesay?

Mpendulo:l'mnotharrasingyou.Oryoucan'thold

yourselfwhenI'mnexttoyou?

Me:don'tflatteryourself.

Mpendulo:wellI'mnotgoinganywhere.Let'sgoor

youwillbelate.I'mhelpingyousavemoney.



IkeptquietbecauseIknowthattalkingtohim

doesn'thelp.WewalkedtohiscarandIcouldnt

believeit.TheBMWx61alwayssawparkedaround

hereishis.

Me:haveyoubeenspyingonme?Areyoustalking

me?

Mpendulo:why?

Me:I'veseenthiscararoundhere.What'sitgoingto

takeforyoutoleavemealone?Ievenregretcalling

thatmovingcompanythatday!Ihavemanythings

stressingmeandyouareaddingtothat.

Mpendulo:untilyoursurnameisKhozaeventhenI

willneverleaveyou.

Yoh!ThankGodI'mgettingmycartoday.OrelseI

wouldbeannoyedeveryday.Anywaygoodluckto

himChangingmysurnametohis.It'snotgonna

happen.

Me:you'rejustfoolingyourself

Mpendulo:Idontgiveup.Iwillremindyouofthis

onourweddingday.



Me:justdrive!

Hedroveoff.Allthewayhekeptmakingsmalltalks

andIignoredhim.Evenatworkhetookmy

workcaseandwentinsidethebuildingwithmeuntil

wereachedmyoffice.Peoplewerelookingatus

andhewassmiling.Istarteddoingmywork.I

actuallyregrettakingthatleave.Ifoundapileof

workwaitingforme.Ididn'tevengotolunch

becauseIwantedtofinishthework.

"Knockknock.Ibroughtfoodforyou."Hesayswith

hisstupidsmile.WhatamIgoingtodowiththis

guy?

Me:Iseeyoudon'ttakenoforananswer.

Mpendulo:youknowme.How'syourdaysofar?

Me:good.

HetakesoutthetakeawaysandIseeit'spapand

beefstew.Itlooksdelicious.

Mpendulo:lknowyouarehungry.Itwon'thurtyou

toeat.

Me:okay



Sponsored

hetookmyworkcaseandwentinsidethebuilding

withmeuntilwereachedmyoffice.Peoplewere

lookingatusandhewassmiling.Istarteddoingmy

work.Iactuallyregrettakingthatleave.Ifounda

pileofworkwaitingforme.Ididn'tevengotolunch

becauseIwantedtofinishthework.

"Knockknock.Ibroughtfoodforyou."Hesayswith

hisstupidsmile.WhatamIgoingtodowiththis

guy?

Me:Iseeyoudon'ttakenoforananswer.

Mpendulo:youknowme.How'syourdaysofar?

Me:good.

HetakesoutthetakeawaysandIseeit'spapand

beefstew.Itlooksdelicious.

Mpendulo:lknowyouarehungry.Itwonthurtyouto

eat.

Me:okayImustadmitIamhungry.Thanksfor

bringingthefood.Butletitbethelasttime.

Mpendulo:youcouldhavejustleftthatlast



statement.

Aknockdisturbsus.

Me:comein.

TheDevilmustbetryingme.WhatdoesRapula

wanthere?

Me:nkagothusa?

Rapula:lbroughtyoulunch.

Me:Ialreadyhavefood.

Mpendulo:whoisthis?

Me:noone.

Mpendulo:yohIwillleaveyoutwototalk.I'mgoing

backhometonighttakecare.Iwillcallyou.

Rapula:whoisthis?

Mpendulo:herman

MyeyespoppedoutandIlookedathimandhewas

smiling.HecametowhereIwasstandingand

huggedme.

Mpendulo:callifyouneedanything.



Me:leaveandnevercomeback.

Iwhisperedthattohim.Tomakethissituation

we'refacedwithworsehecuppedmyfaceand

kissedme.God!Whatisthisguydoingtome?

Mpendulo:Iloveyou.Acarwillbewaitingforyou

outside.Youwilluseituntilyourcarisback.Bye.

Hekissedmycheekandleftwhistling.Mymy!What

justhappened?AmIdreaming?

Rapula:isthisthereasonyouwantedtomoveout?

soyoucanseeyourboyfriendeasily?

Me:RapulawhatIdoisnonofyourbusiness.

Rapula:Iwon'tallowmywifetogoaroundkissing

otherman.Inmypresence.Doyouknowhow

disrespectfulthatis?

Me:pleaseleave.Istillhavealotofworktodohere.

Rapula:lcan'tbelieveIcameherethinkingoffixing

thingsbetweenus.

Me:there'snothingtofixhere.Admitit.Younever

lovedme.Youonlymarriedmetomakemoneyout

ofmeandyouarehopingtostillmakemore.Sign



thosepapers.I'mnotcomingback.Tellyour

womantohavemycarreadybythisafternoon.

Someonewillcomeandfetchit.

Rapula:KeatlaretsiIloveyou.

Me:noyoudon't.Okayifyoudidthenwhydidyou

tellmetohavemytubestiedandwentandhad

childrenwithher?It'sbecauseyoudidn'twanttobe

linkedtomeforever.Whydidyoucheatonmeif

youlovedme?Ifyoulovedmewewouldn'tbehere.

It'sclearthatIwasjustafooltothinkyouloveme.I

neverthoughtIwouldsaythisbutIregretthedayI

saidIdo.Itwastheworstmistakeofmylife.A

mistakeIwillneverrepeat.Domeafavorandsign

thosepapers.Nowifyoucanpleaseleavelhavea

lotofworkwaitingforme.

Rapula:wecanstillfixthings.Icanleaveherif

that'swhatyouwant.

Me:it'stoolateforthat.Goodbye.

Rapula:thisisnotgoodbye.Marriedpeoplego

throughbadtimesandthisisitforusandwewillfix

things.



Heleftthefoodhecamewithandgotoutofmy

office.Iopenedthelunchbaganditwasahome

cookedmeal.Iwillhaveitintheevening.Hejust

savedmefromcooking.Iatethefoodthat

mpendulocamewith.SpeakingofhimhowamI

goingtogetridofhim?Heevenlefthiscarforme?

Doeshetrustmethatmuch?WhatifIdamageit?

Sittinginyourhouseafterworkhavingadrinkwith

noworryintheworldistherapeutic.I'mjustsitting

herewaitingforNolotofinishtakingashower.She

camehereafterworkwithanexcuseofwantingto

checkonme.ButIthinkshe'sboredbecauseshe's

offfortwodays.Shedoesn'thavefriends.I'mher

onlyfriend.Andimhappytohaveabestfriendlike

her.AllmyfriendsfromvarsityleftmeafterIgot

marriedtoRapula.Theywereteam'Tim.'Timisthe

lecturerthatIwasdatingbackinvarsity.Thatman

lovedmesomuchandIwasstupidandlefthimfor

Rapula.NowthesameRapulashowedmeflames.I

reallywishTimwasstillalive.Maybejustmaybe.

Wewouldgetbacktogetherandbehappy.Idont

thinkIwilleverloveanyonelikeIlovedhim.Even



whenIgotmarriedtoRapulaIstillcarriedhislove

inmyheart.IrememberwestarteddatingwhenI

was17anddoingfirstyearinUP.Hewas24anda

juniorlecturer.Wedatedfor3yearsuntilIgot

married.SofromthereonIsawnoneedtohave

morefriends.Thosecanbefake.Ijusthave

acquaintances.ButI

willnevercompletelyletthemintomylife.Liketell

themaboutwhat'sgoingoninmylifelettheminon

myprivatelife.ThatIwillneverdo.

"Cuzwhysoserious?Iswearsomeonecanbreakin

andtakeyouandyouwouldstillnothearanything."

Me:youarecrazyyouknowthat?

Nolo:forrealthoughwhat'sbotheringyou?

Me:Rapulawasatmyworktoday.

Nolo:andthat'sbotheringyou?Ithoughtyou've

deletedhimfromyourlifeandhe'sanofactor.

Me:yesbutwhatI'mworriedaboutisthathefound

Mpendulothere.

Nolo:IthoughtyousaidyoutoldthisMpenduloguy

toleaveyoualoneandyouhaven'tspokenfora



longtime.

Me:yesbuttodayhejustshoweduphereand

offeredtotakemetowork.Heintroducedhimself

asmymanandevenkissedmeinRapula's

presence.

Nolo:Ilikehim!

Me:thisisaseriousmatter.WhatifRapuladoes

somethingtohim?

Nolo:ohmyGod.Youlikehim.Youreallylikethis

guy.That'swhyyouareworried!

Me:it'stoosoon.Idon'tseehimlikethat.Rapula

wassoangry.Whatifhetellsmyfather?

Nolo:hewon't.He'stryingtogetyoubacksohe'lltry

toactrighteoustoyou.Sodon'tworry.

Me:MpenduloevenlefthiscarwithmesothatI

canuseittogetaroundbecausehe'sgoinghome.

Whodoesthat?

Nolo:thatmachineoutsideishis?Cuzthisguy

lovesyou.Holdontightontohim.I'dsaygoforhim.

Me:Idon'twantnorelationshipstressinmylife.



I'vehadmyfairshare.Menarecomplicated.You

thinkyou'retheonlyoneintheirlifeonlytofindout

it'sa

differentstory.

Nolo:notallmanarelikeyourex.Givelovea

chance.Anywaywedon'twantyouembarrassing

theBogatsufamily.SochefBogatsuishereto

teachyouhowtomaketraditionalfood.Iknowyou

can'tcooksomefoodsoI'mheretohelp.Wedon't

wantyoufeelingembarrassedwhenMpendulo

introducesyoutohisfamilyandtheyaskyouto

cookforthem.

Me:watsenwawaitsi?WhenhecomesbackI'm

givinghimhiscarandcuttieswithhim.

Nolo:butI'mstillgoingtoteachyouhowtocook.

ButknowthisOnedayyou'regoingtobeheadover

heelsinlovewithhim.I'mtellingyou.This

Mpenduloguyisslowlymakinghiswayintoyour

heartyoujusthaven'tnoticed.Oryou'reindenial.

Mxm.Shestartssinginggoingtothekitchen.What



amIgoingwiththiscrazycousinofmine?

[07/06,18:57] :*STORYOFMY

LIFE:KEATLARETSI*

*CHAPTER4*

MydaywithBonolowasverygood.Atleastshe

keptmecompany.Igotreadytogotowork.Itook

mystuffandisighedlookingattheX6.Igotinand

droveofftowork.

Me:goodmorning.Doihaveanymessages?

Pa:nomam.Youdon'thaveanymeetingsalso.Your

husbandiswaitingforyouinyouroffice.Myphone

rangoncue.

Me:KeatlaretsiBogatsuspeaking.

Voice:MaKhoza.Ulalekanjanisthandwasami?

Me:ohit'syou.

Mpe:yes.It'sme.Howdidyousleep?



Me:good.Thankyouforthecar.It'sreallyhelping.

Mpe:that'sgood.Youcantakeitthen.

Me:bathong!Arryouforreal?Ican'ttakeyourcar.

Mpe:wellidon'twantit.

Me:iseeyou'refullofjokes.

IwentintotheofficeandRapulawassittingonthe

chair.

Mpe:I'mserious.I'vesentsomeonetobringyou

breakfast.

Me:stopbotheringpeople.Icanbuymyown

breakfast.

Rapula:helloKeatlaretsi.Canwetalk?

Mpendulo:who'sthat?

Me:noone.

Mpe:canwehavelunchtogether?

Me:ithoughtyouwenthome.

Mpe:Iwillleavetonight.Iwillsendadrivertofetch

you.



Me:youborrowedmeyourcarmos

Mpe:igaveittoyou.Anywaygivethedriverthe

keysandhe'lldrivethecartoyourplace.Then

someonewillcomeandfetchyou.

Me:MpenduloI'mreallybusy.Ican'thavelunchwith

you.

Mpe:haveagoodday.

Hedroppedthecall.Thisguydoesn'tgiveup.

Rapula:younowtalktomeninfrontofme?I

thoughtwewouldfixthings!

Me:ihaveworktodohere.

Rapula:doyoulovehim?

Me:...

Idon'tknowwhat'sgoingonwithme.Ifeel

somethingbutidon'tknowwhatitis.Thisguywa

nloya!

Rapula:wow.I'mheremakingmyselfafoolkanti

someonehasalreadytakenyou.



Me:Rapulai...

Heleftangry.Ifeltbadactually.Helookedsohurt.

Pa:maamsomeonebroughtyoubreakfast.They

saidit'sfromMrKhoza.

Me:thankyou.

Itookitandsheleft.Ithoughthewouldjustorder

butitlookslikehemadeithimself.Ismiledasi

tookafirstbiteonthetoastedbread.

Voice:mmh.Thatsmile.

Me:heysis.Howareyou?

Nolo:keshap.Lookslikeicameontherighttime.

Youcooked.

Me:Mpendulosentsomeonewithit.Ohthere'sa

note."Iwantedtoorderforyoubutdecidedagainst

it.Iwokeupearlythanusualsoicancookformy

beautifullady.Enjoy."

Nolo:aah.Soromantic!

Sherantomysidetohugme.

Nolo:itoldyouthismanlovesyou.Hemakessure



youarrivetoworksafely,cooksforyouandcares

aboutyou.Andiknowyoulovehim.

Me:idon'tknow.Thisisalltoomuch.Rapulawas

here.Hewassohurtwhenheheardmetalkingon

thephonewithhim.

Nolo:andwho'sfaultisit?Hebroughtthisto

himself.IhatetosaythisbutRapulaneverloved

you.

Me:ijustfeltsorryforhim.Maybeificangoand

talktohim...

Nolo:otlabashap.Lethimbe.

Me:Mpendulowantsustogoforlunch.

Nolo:ohmy.Youshouldgoandenjoyyourself.Give

meyourphone.

Igaveherandshestartedtyping.Thengaveit.

Nolo:I'llseeyouinanhour.

Shetooktwotoastedbreadslicesandrushedout.

Mxm.Iatethenafterstartedworking.Iwantedto

finishmyworkbeforeleaving.Bonolodidcome

backafteranhour.Shecamewothafloralsummer



dressandsandals.Iwasconfusedbutshesaidi

mustjusttrusther.Atlunchtimeadrivercameto

fetchmeanddrovetothelunchdestination.Iread

anditsaidtheblydecrystallagoon.ioncecame

herewithBonolo.Timhadpaidforeverythingandi

askedBonolotocomewithme.ButWhatamI

doinghere?

Driver:we'vearrived.Gostraighttotherestaurant.

He'swaitingforyouthere.

NowiseewhyBonoloboughtthisdress.Iwalkedto

therestaurantandisawhim.Hesmiledandmet

mehalfway.

Mpe:thankyouforcoming.Ithoughtyouchanged

yourmind.

Me:thisplaceisbeautiful.

Mpe:andpeaceful.Youaresobeautiful.

Me:thankyou.Youdon'tlookbadyourself.



Hekissedmeandopenedachairforme.We

startedeating.

Mpe:youknow...idon'tusuallydothis.Datesandall

that.Butbecauseit'syouI'ddoitoverandover

again.

Me:I'mimpressed.

Aftereatingwewenttositbythebeachonthe

chairs.Heevenaskedsomeonetotakeuspictures.

Hesaidhe'lllookatthemwhenhemissesme.Ican

sayhehasjokes.I'vebeenlaughingmostofthe

timesinceigothere.

Me:ienjoyedmyself.Thankyou.

Wewerenowleavingthebeach.Itwasbomapast

5.Hestretchedhishandoutforme.Iputmineon

his.Ithoughtweweregoinghomebutno.Heled

metothoseapartments.Wewentintotheliftand

hecouldn'tstoplookingatme.Allicoulddowas

smileandlookdown.Wefinallyreachedtheroom.



Heopenedandproceededtothebedroom.Wow.it's

sobeautiful.

Me:it'ssobeautiful.

Iwantedtosaysomethingbutheputhisfingeron

mylips.Myheartstartedbeatingfast.

Mpe:ibookedthisroomforus.Relaxwewon'tdo

anything.Ijustwantedtobealonewithyou.Talk

andgettoknoweachother.

Hepressedsomethingandmusicstartedplaying.

Mpe:again.Idon'tdothisbutthisisaveryspecial

day.Come.

Igavehimmyhandandwelieonthebed.Welook

ateachotherandsmile.Hekissesme.Ikissback.I

smile.



Mpe:youhaveabeautifulsmile.

Me:thankyou.Sotellmeaboutyourself.

Mpe:sowhatwouldyouliketoknow?

Me:anything.I'mjustinterestedinknowingabout

you.WhoisMpendulo?

Mpe:I'mjustasimpleperson.Ifyouarearoundme

alotthenyouwillknowwhoiam.

Me:ohisee.That'syourwayofsayingyouwantme

aroundyou.

Mpe:ineedyouaroundme.

That'sverydeep.

Mpe:andI'mgoingtomakethatwishcometrue.I

willnotstoptrying.

Idon'tknowwhatitisbutsomethingpushesmeto

thisman.Ifeelcomfortablewithhim.Eventhough



ithasn'tbeenlongsincewemet.

Thefollowingmorningiwokeupwhenhewas

shakingme.

Mpe:goandtakeashower.

Mpe:goodmorning.

Mpe:goodmorningmylove.Howdidyousleep?

Me:goodandyou?

Mpe:verygood.

Hesmiledrevealinghisteeth.Ismiledbackandhe

openedhiseyeswideandattackedmewithahug.

Mpe:shesmiled!

Me:you'reweirdman.Letmegoandbath.

Mpe:doyouwantmetoorderwineforyou?

Me:idon'tdrink.

Mpe:wow.Good.



What'sthemeaningofthat?Doesitmeanitwould

beaproblemifidrinkalcohol?AnywayIgotupand

wenttothebathroom.Itwasabubblebath.There

wasevenpetalsinthebubblebath.He'sromantic!I

enjoymytimewithhim.Afterifinishedbathingiput

onagownthatheputonthebed.

Me:youknewweweregoingtospendthenighthere

hmm?

Mpe:yes.EventhoughIknewtherewasapossibility

thatyoumightsayno.Ihadtotakemychance.

Me:sowhattimeareweleaving?

Mpe:canwepleasespendourdayhere?I'mleaving

tonightandI'dliketospendasmuchtimewithyou.

Me:youareleaving?

Mpe:yes.Don'tbesad.I'llcallyoueverydayuntili

comeback.

Idon'tevenknowwhyI'msadthathe'sleaving.I

satontopofhimandlookedintohiseyes.Beatiful

blueeyes.

Mpe:what?



Me:youhavebeautifuleyes.

Mpe:youlovethem?

Me:yeah.

Mpe:iloveyou.

Ilookedathimstudyinghim.Hesmiledrevealing

hisperfectteeth.

Mpe:wewillspendourtimeinhere.Iwanttohold

youinmyarmsalldaylong.

Me:ihopethat'sjustit.

Mpe:ican'tpromise.Whatwouldyouliketohave?

Me:chocolatecake.

Mpe:youlovecakeneh?Theothericametoyour

officeisawacontainerofcake.

Me:yes.It'smyfavourite.EspeciallywhenI'mwith

dad.Weeatittogetherinthesameplate.Icecream

ishisfavouritethough.

Mpe:youloveyourdad

Me:yeah.He'sthebest.He'smybestfriend.



Mpe:that'snice.Comeandlieontopofme.

Me:won'titireyou?I'mabiggirl.

Mpe:arggyou'remybiggirlthen.Comehere.

Hepicksmeupandisleepontopofhim.Weare

lookingateachother.Ilookedtotheotherside.He

brushesmybackwithhishand.

Mpe:thankyouforbeinghere.

NARRATED

TheflighttoDurbanfinallylanded.Hetookhis

luggageandwenttowherehisbrotherwaswaiting

forhim.

Mpe:Mkhathini.

Muzi:bafo.Wewereexpectingyouyesterdaybut

younevershowedup.

Mpe:eishsomethingcameup.Drive.

Muzi:something?



Mpe:yes.

Muzi:what'sgoingon?

Mpe:ifinallytalkedtoher.

Muzi:who?

Mpe:MaKhoza.

Muzi:areyouobsessedwiththiswoman?She'stoo

youngforyou.

Mpe:agedoesn'tmatterwhenitcomestolove.I

lovehersomuch.Butshehasn'tsaidanything

aboutusbeingtogether.Whenigobackiwillmake

itofficial.Butshe'sminenow.

Muzi:ehthisseemsserious.Yourage...

Mpe:thatdoesn'tmatter.Weloveeachother.That's

whatmatters.

Muzi:thenyoushouldgoforit.Whoknows?This

mightbeyourwife.

Mpe:sheis.I'mgoingtomarryher.Butproblemis

she'sholdingback.Doesn'twanttoletmein.Buti

willnotgiveup.Icanalreadyseeusbeingafamily.



Thisoneimnotgivinguponher.She'stheone.

Talkingaboutherihavetocallher.Iknowshewill

notcallunlessido.

Hedialedandshepickedup.

Kea:MpenduloI'mbusy.

Mpe:notevenmylove?

Kea:howareyou?

Mpe:I'mgood.I'velanded.

Kea:that'sgood.

Mpe:iwillcallyoubeforeyousleep.Iloveyou.

Kea:okay.I'llbewaitingforyourcall.

Hecutthecallandputthephonedown.

Muzi:huh...Thisissurprising.Youinlove?This

womanmustbegoodhey.

Mpe:she'sperfect.

Muzi:butyouhavetotellhereverythingaboutyou.

Evenyourage!



Mpe:iwilltellher.We'vejuststartedsoidon'twant

tooverwhelmher.

Muzi:okaythen.Butyoubetterpraythatitdoesn't

comeoutbeforeyoutellher.

Mpe:thatwon'thappen.

......

TodayI'mgoingoutwithBonolo.Shesaidit'sagirls

nightout.Wehaven'tdonethatinalongtime.

ActuallysinceIgotmarriedwehaven'tdonethat.I

justfinishedtakingashower.Igetdressedinmy

dress.Ilovedressesalot.Iletmyhairdown.Idon't

putonweavesorthingslikethat.Ihavenaturallong

hair.Somemistakenittobeaweave.Itookafter

mymother.Shehadlonghair.Longcurlyhairjust

likemine.Itakemyhandbagandasithought,

Bonoloisalreadyhere.Shehasakeytothishouse.

Ithoughtwhynotgiveherakeysinceshe'salways

herewhenshe'soff?



Nolo:finally.Youtakesolongtogetready.Iendup

gettinghungry.

Me:no.You'relying.Let'sgo.Ican'twaittoseewhat

thisnighthasforus.

Myphonestartsringingandiseeit'sMpendulo.I'm

angryathimandidon'tknowwhyishouldbeangry.

It'snotlikemeandhimaredating.Igivethecar

keystoBonolo.

Nolo:finallyidrivethisbeastofacar.

Ilockthehouseandwegotothecar.Mpendulo

callsagainandianswer.

Me:hello.

Mpe:hey.Howareyou?

Me:I'mgoodandyou?



Mpe:icanhearthatyou'renotgood.Isitbecausei

tooksolongtocallyou?

Me:warelong?It'sbeenamonth!

Mpe:calmdown.Ijusthadalottodo.ButnowI'm

allyours.

Me:notevenatext?Butit'sfine.Iunderstand

Mpe:Iknowthat'snottrue.I'mcomingbackinafew

days.Sostopsulking.

Me:iwasn'tsulking.Whywouldi?

Mpe:areyoudriving?whereareyougoingatthis

time?

Me:mysisterisdriving.Wearegoingout.

Mpe:sendmeyourlocation.It'snotsafeoutthere.

Me:whymustisendyoumylocation?

Mpe:soicanknowwhereyouareincase

somethinghappens.

Me:aownothingwillhappen.Bye.



Icutthecall.Bonololookedatme.

Me:focusondrivingplease.Oryoumightcauseus

anaccident.

Bonolo:whyareyouangry?It'snotlikeyouguysare

dating.

Me:mxmyouwon'tunderstand.

Bonolo:makemeunderstand.

Myphoneringsagain.It'shim.

Me:whatdoyouwant?

Mpe:isthathowyoutalktomenow?Didyoucall

me?

Me:no.

Mpe:thenwhydidyoudropthecall?

Me:...

Mpe:justbecauseididn'tcallyouinalongtime



you'reangry?Whydon'tyoucallmeifyouwantto

talktome?

Me:butyousaidyou'dcall.

Mpe:enjoyyourself.Andbesafe.Don'tforgetto

sendmethelocation.Iloveyou.

ThistimeIdidn'tcutit.Hedidthathimself.Isent

thelocationthenputmyphoneinmyhandbag.

Bonolo:ineverknewlovecanmakeapersonso

angry.

Me:I'mnotangry.

Bonolo:butyoulovehimhey.It'svisibleinyoureyes.

Justgivehimachance.Anddon'ttellmethatmen

areallthesame.

Me:iwasn'tgoingtosaythat.Iwillthinkaboutit.

Bonolo:I'mhappyforyou.

Me:wasemolla.Happyforwhat?



Myphonebeepedandichecked.R10000just

depositedintomyaccount.Soonatextfollows.

"Enjoyyourself.Usethatmoney."

Bonolo:kengokareobonespoko?

Me:hesentmeR10000.Whodoesthat?

Bonolo:amaninlove.

Me:it'stoomuch.Whatifmeandhimdon'tdate?I

won'tusethismoney.

Bonolo:yesthisisnotsomethingthatsomeonecan

justdo.Butdon'tcallandshoutatthepoorguy.

"Thanks.Butyoudidn'thavetosendsomuch

money."Afterthatithoughtofswitchingmydbut

decidedagainstit.

[07/06,18:57] :*STORYOFMY

LIFE:KEATLARETSI*



*CHAPTER5*

Ithasbeenafewdays.Todaympenduloiscoming

back.Imustadmitthatimissedhim.Idon'tknow

whatitisthatimfeelingrightnow.Ishouldbe

gettingovermyfailedmarriagebuthereiam

fantasizingaboutsomementhatI'veknownfor

aboutthreemonthsorso."You'reinlovewiththe

manbutyou'reindenial."That'swhatBonolo

alwaystellsme.Imgoingthroughadivorcefor

heavenssake.Ishouldfocusonthat.Aknockon

thedoorbringsmebacktoreality.Myheartstarts

beatingfastasIgotothedoor.Ibreatheoutloud

thenopenthedoor.Nooneissayinganything.We

arejustlookingateachother.Smiling.

Me:erhcomein.Yeahcomein.

Hechucklesandmakeshiswaytothelounge.I

followbehindhim.Hepassesandgoesstraightto

thefridgeandIsitdown.

Mpe:don'tyouhaveabeer?

Me:itoldyouthatidon'tdrink.



Mpe:sowhatcanonedrinkhere?

Me:there'sjuiceandcreamsoda

Mpe:hayiratherdrinkwater.Nexttimebuybeerfor

me.

Isheplanningoncomingbackhereagain?He

comesandsitsnexttomeandinafewminuteshe

makesmesitonhislap.

Mpe:sohowhaveyoubeen?

Me:good.

Mpe:Ithoughtyouwouldsayyoumissedme.

Igiggle.Ididmisshimbutiwonttellhim.Helooks

straightintomyeyes.ThistimeIdon'tbreakthe

eyecontact.

Mpe:canikissyou?

Sincewhendoesheaskforpermission?Inod.He

holdsmywaisttightandsoonhislipsmeetwith

mine.Wegoonkissingforawhileandthenhis

HandsgointomydressandIquicklygetoffhim.I

clearmythroat



Mpe:what'swrong?

Me:umnothing.

Hesmilesshakinghishead.

Mpe:goandpackabagfortomorrow.

Me:tomorrow?

Mpe:yes.We'regoingtomyplace.Wellit'sour

placenow.Whodoyoustaywithhere?

Me:alone.Why?

Mpe:it'snotsafeforyouhere.I'dunderstandifyou

werestayingwithsomeone.

Me:it'ssafe.Sometimesmysistervisits.

Mpe:ifihadmywayyou'dmoveinwithme.

Hewentbacktothekitchenaftersayingthat.Asif

hedidn'tjustdropthatbombonme.Myheartis

beatingfast.Iseehimsitdownonthecouch.I

didn'thearhimcomeback.Ilookedathimthen

wenttopackanovernightbag.Ilockedthehouse

andfollowedhimtohiscar.Heopenedformeandi

gotin.Thenhedroveoff.Iwasamazedwhenwe



enteredSilverlakegolfestate.Ilookedathim.He

tookmyhandandkissedit.

Mpe:iloveyou.

Afterthathekeptquiet.Wegottohisplaceand

wentin.

Mpe:welcomehome.Whenwegetmarriedwewill

getabiggerhouse.Kidswillbealloverandthey

needspace.

Hehasatendencyofsayingsomethingasifhe's

joking.

Mpe:I'veorderedpizza.Wecaneatittonight.

Tomorrowyouwillcook.Goandputyourbaginour

room.Theoneontheleftside.Ireallydon'tknow

what'sgoingonhere.

Mpe:I'llbebackjustnow.

Hekissedmyforeheadandtookhiscarkeysand

left.IdecidedtocallBonolo.



Nolo:sohow'severythingthere?Whatissbaridoing

there?

Me:don'tstart.I'mconfused.Idon'tknowwhatto

do.He'salreadycallinghishouseourhome!Isn'tit

tooearlyforthat?

Nolo:I'veseenhowyoutalkaboutthisman.You

lovehim.Dowhatwillmakeyouhappy.You'renot

doinganythingwrong.

Me:okaybye.

Itookmybagandwentupstairs.Iputmybaginhis

closetandwenttotakeashower.Hehelookatme

actinglikeiminmyhouse.Afterthatilotionedand

worenyundergarmentsthenputonagownontop.

Ifelthandsonmybreasts.Ialmostjumpedbut

stoppedwhenirealiseditshim.Iturnedandlooked

athim.Heuntiedmygownandthenitfelldown.

Mpe:you'resobeautiful.

Ismiled.Heholdsmywaisttightandsoonhislips

meetwithmine.Wegoonkissingforawhileand

thenhisHandsgoonmybarebackandIquickly

getoffhim.Iclearmythroataswhatwasaboutto



happenregistersinmymind.

Mpe:whatisit?

Me:itsnothing.

Helaughsandholdmywaistagain.Nowiregret

cominghere.Helowershisheadtomeandagain

wekiss.He'ssotallthatilooksosmallcompared

tohim.Hishandsareallovercarresingmybody.

Hepicksmeupandgoestothebed.Idon'tknow

howhewasabletopickmeup.Ihaveabitof

weight.Size38.Hetakesoffhisclothesandsinks

downtomylevelonthebed.

HemakeslovetomeandtobehonestI'veneverfelt

likethis.Idon'twanttocomparehimwithrapula

butihaveneverfeltthisgoodinalongtime.The

wayhetouchesmybody.Howcarefulheiswithit.

Soonwegetourhappyendingandhecollapsekn

memakingmefeelhisheavyweight.Hemovesmy

hairtothebackandjuststaresatmewithhis

charmingsmile.

Mpe:IloveyouKeatlaretsi.



Ismile.Hekissesmyforehead.

Mpe:andimgoingtomarryyou.

Me:whatjusthappened?

Mpe:wemadelove.Didyoufeelthechemistry

betweenus?Don'tdenyit.Iknowyoudid.Eventhat

timewespentthedaytogether.Youfeltit.Touare

justscared.Whyareyouholdingback?Meandyou

aremadeforeachother.Andyoubettertellthatboy

whowasinyourofficethatdaytoplayfaraway.

Ifonlyheknewthatthat"boy"ismyhusband.

Mpe:stopoverthinking.Now,canyoupleasegive

meachancetoloveyou?Tomakeyouhappy?

Me:imscared.

Mpe:why?

Me:I'vebeenhurtandiwouldn'twanttogothrough

thatagain.

Mpe:imnotgoingtomakepromises.Iwilljustbe

honestwithyou.Iloveyouandiwillnot

intentionallydosomethingtohurtyou.Iwilltreat

youlikethequeenthatyouare.Justgivemea



chance.Justsayyes.

Me:yes.But....

Mpe:nobuts.Nowthatweareinarelationship,i

expectrespectfromyouandloyalty.Andhonestyis

important.

Me:there'ssomethingI'dliketotellyou.

Mpe:we'lltalklater.Nowiwanttousethislittletime

Ihavewithyou.Imgoingbackhomesoo.

Me:butyoujustcameback.

Mpe:yesiknow.IjusthavetofixsomethingthenI

willcomeback.Iwasn'tevensupposedtobehere

buticouldn'tspendanotherdaywithoutseeingyou.

IfitwasuptomeI'dbewithyoueverysecondof

theday.

Isheobsessedwithmeorsomething?Butit's

sweetthoughthathecameallthewayfromkznjust

toseeme.

Mpe:you'resobeautiful.

Me:thankyou.



Well,truetohiswordwespentthewholeday

makingloveandcuddling.Ilovedspendingtime

withhim.

Thefollowingdayiwokeupandhewasstill

sleeping.ItookashowerandhewasupwhenI

camebacktotheroom.

Mpe:MaBogatsu.Ulalekanjani?

Me:kerobetsisentle.PleaseuseEnglish.Idon't

understandsomeofthethingsyousay.

Mpe:don'tworry.Soonyouwillbemamkhozaand

speakingisizululikeyouwerebornzulu.

Therehegoesagain.Hejustspeakswhatcomesto

hismind.

Me:letmegomakebreakfast.

Mpe:iloveyou.Andthanksforagreeingtospend

timewithme.

Ismiledandleftbeforehesaidsomethingrandomly.



Itookthingsthatiwilluseoutandstartedmaking

breakfast.Luckilyhehadbread.Iheardpeople

talking.Myheartstartedbeatingfast.Iswitchedoff

thestoveanddecidedtogobacktothebedroom.

Voice:awumakoti.Uyaphimanjhe?

Iproceededtothebedroom.

Me:Mpendulotherearepeoplehere.

Mle:ohtheyarealreadyhere.It'smybrothers.They

areheretofetchsomething.Let'sgo.

Theonewithabaldheafdlaughed.Ifoundthathis

nameisBonganiandtheotheroneisSiyabonga.

Bonga:she'sshy.Wearepleasedtomeetyou

MaBogatsu.

Siya:nowwecanfinallyrest.Ourbrotherwon'tbe

stressingaboutpeoplesnatchingyou.

Mpe:youcanservebreakfastnow.

Ifetchthefoodandjustputitonthediningtable

thenservethem.Theyaretalkingandlaughing.

Sometimestheyincludemeintheirconversation.I

thinkit'sbecausethesemenforcedmetositwith



them.

...

Thefollowingdayiwokeuptoanoteanddelicious

breakfast.Hehadleft.Hewentbackhometotake

careofsomething.AftereatingidroveofftoBM

construction.Helefthiscarkeysforme.qAsusual

everyonewasbusyanddoingtheirwork.Iwent

straighttoRapula'sofficeandluckyformehewas

in.

Me:goodmorning.

Rapula:goodmorning.Goodtoseeyou.Howhave

youbeen?

Me:good.Verygood.

Rapula:it'sgoodtoseeyouhappy.

What?didhethinkiwouldspendmytimecrying

overhim?

Me:Iwantedtoaskifyou'vesignedthepapersand

toseehowthingsaregoinghere.



Rapula:everythingisgood.Whenareyoucoming

home?

Me:that'snotwhyimhere.Rapulayoumademea

foolalltheseyears.Theleastyoucouldhavedone

istellmethetruth.Didyoureallylovemeorjust

theideaofme?

Rapula:babeyouknowiloveyou

Me:that'snottrue.Foralliknowitcouldbethat

she'sbeenthereevenbeforewestarteddating.

Wereyouusingme?

HelooksdownandIsuddenlyfeelapainonmy

chest.Hemademehisfool.

"Babeineedyoursignatureonsomethinghere....."

Iturnaroundandican'tbelievethis.Hiswomanis

here.Inmycompany.Doessheworkhere?

Me:whatisshedoinghere?

Basetsana:sorryIdidn'tknowyouwerebusyhere.

Shesaysleavingtheoffice

Me:andwheredoyouthinkyouaregoing?



Rapula:youcangoiwillsignthedocslater

Me:sheisnotgoinganywhere.Iwantyoutotellme

whatisshedoinginmycompany.Idon't

rememberhiringher.

Rapula:ourcompany.

Me:istartedthiscompany.Allmyhardworkkanti

imworkingforanotherwoman.Ibetyouevenbuilt

herahouseandtookhertoschoolwithmymoney.

Ausikekopaotswe.Goandpackwhateverbelongs

toyouhereandgetoutofmybuilding.

Basetsana:youcan'tdothat.Myhusbandhas

shareshere.

Me:yourhusband?

Basetsana:yesmyhusband.Iseeyoudon'tknow.

Meandhimaremarried,havebeenmarriedeven

beforeyoutwothoughtofgettingmarried.Arggyou

arenotevenmarried.Thiswasallasham.Evenat

homeaffairsyourmarriageisnotrecognized.

Rapula:Basetsana!

Basetsana:imtiredofpretending.



Me:ican'tbelieveyoudidthistome.Thepersoni

grewupwithandcalledmybestfriend.Butrest

assured.Youarenotgettingawaywiththis.Andas

ofnowyouaredeadtome.Idon'teverwant

anythingtodowithyou.Andwenabetternotset

yourfoothereagain.Youwillallhearfrommy

lawyer.

Ileftanddecidedtodrivebacktomyplace.Onmy

phonerangandiconnectedtotheBluetoothand

answered.Ijustfoundtearsfalling.

Mpe:sthandwasaamwhereareyou?ithoughtyou

saidyouwerenotgoingtoworktoday.

Me:howdidyouknowthatiwenttowork?

Mpe:ihadboughtsomethingforyouandthe

deliveryguysaidtherewasnoone.What'swrong?

Yousoundlikeyouwerecrying.

Me:itsnothing

Mpe:imjustabouttoleavebutican'tleaveyoulike

this.



Me:goimsureyouhavesomethingimportanttodo.

Mpe:youaremoreimportanttome.

Me:itfinereally.Go,iwillbefine.

Afterfinallyconvincinghimheendedthecall.Igot

homeandjustlayonthecouchwiththetvwatching

mewhileimsupposedtobewatchingit.Ireally

thoughtiwasgoingtojustleteverythinggobutim

reallyhurt.Imgoingtofightwitheverythingihave.

Thisguyliterallyusedme.Heisactuallyagold

digger.Hewasdoingthisforhisfamily,notbecause

helovesme.Hejustmademetohatehim.

..

Idon'tknowhowifellasleepbutiwakeuptoa

knockonthedoor.Igoandopen.Mpendulo

attacksmewithahug.

Mpe:ithoughtsomethinghappenedtoyou.

Me:aren'tyousupposedtobeonyourwayhome?

Mpe:imheretofetchyou.Goandgetdressedin

tracksuitsandpackabagforaweek.Youare

takingasickleaveandcomingkkme.



Me:sowewon'ttalkaboutit?

Mpe:wewilltalkaboutitathome.Imworriedabout

you.Lookatyoureyes.Theyaresored.You've

beencrying.

Talkingaboutthisisgoingtomakemecryagainso

ilooktotheotherside.

Mpe:whateveritis,youaregoingtobefine.

Thosewords.Somehowtheymakemebelievethati

reallyamgoingtobefine.Maybeitsbecausethey

arecomingfromhim.

Mpe:don'tcry.Ithurtsmetoseeyoucrying.Goand

packiwillwaitforyouhere.

Iwentupstairsandpackedafewdressesand

tracksuitsincaseitgetsmorecold.Isawthateven

theweatherischanging.Ipushmysuitcase

downstairsandfindhimstandingwhereIlefthim.

Mpe:I'veclosedallthewindows.Wecangonow.

Hesaystakingmysuitcase.Mpe:women!isaypack

foraweekbutyoupackforamonth.

Me:that'snottrue!



Welaughgoingtohiscar.Heopensthedoorforme

andbeforeIgetinhepinsmeagainstthecar.

Mpe:iknowthatyouaregoingthroughsomething.

Youdon'thavetotellmeifyouarenotready.But

justknowimhereforyou.Iwillhelpyougothrough

whateveritis.

Me:thankyou.

Hekissesmycheekandigetinashegoestoput

mysuitcaseattheback.Hegoestohissideand

drivesoff.Musicstartsplaying

.Inoticethatit'sOliverMutukudzi.Myuncleloves

hissongs.

Me:youlistentothistypeofsongs?

Mpe:yes.Theyaremyfavourite.Aftermaskandiof

course.

Me:areyouZimbabwean?

Mpe:areyouAmerican?

Me:no.

Ilaughandhejoins.



Mpe:yousee?Justbecauseyoulistentoabo

Beyonceitdoesn'tmeanyouareAmerican.Same

asme.Anywaywhat'swrongwithbeinga

Zimbabweananyway?

Me:nothing.Don'ttakeitwrongthough.Imnot

judging.

Mpe:okaysthandwasam.

Me:mymomwasfromZimbabwe.Sothat'showI

knowthesesongs.Myunclealwaysplaysthem.I

evengottiredofthemeverytimehewouldfetchme.

Hewouldplaythemfrom NorthWesttoBulawayo.

Welaugh.Imserious.Myuncleislikethat.

Mpe:icanpictureyoudancingtothesesongs.

Me:Idon'tknowhowtodance.

Mpe:ihaveafeelingyouarelyingtome.But

anyway,thereasonIlistentothistypeoofsongsis

becauseIoncestayedinZimbabwe.Mydad

workedtheresometimeforfiveyearsandwehadto

gowithhim.

Me:wow.Mymother'sfamilystaysinBulawayo.But



someofmyunclesstayinHarare.

Mpe:youusedpasttensespeakingaboutyour

mother.Whathappenedtoher?

Me:shepassedaway.Wheniwas6.

Mpe:ohimsorry.

Me:imfinenow.It'sbeenalongtime.

Wereachtheairportandjustsitinhiscartalking.

Hemissedtheflightthathewassupposedtotake

buttherewasanotheronethatleavesat1soweare

waitingforit.Hisphoneringsandheputsiton

loudspeaker.

Mpe:bafo

Voice:ukuphi?Dadisfuminghere.We'reallwaiting

foryou!

Mpe:imwaitingforaflight.Iwillbetheremaybe2

orso.

Voice:okay.Uphiumakoti?Isshefinenow?

Helooksatmeandsmiles.Didhetellhisbrothers

aboutme?



Mpe:shewillbefine.

Helaughs.

Voice:uhlekanikemanje?Youlefthereinahurry

justbecauseyouhadafeelingthatshe'snotfine.

Weweredealingwithimportantthingsbutyouleft

regardlessofthat.Isalutethiswomanfortaming

thatcoldheartofyours.

Mpe:bafo,sheismoreimportantthananything.I

hadtogo.

Voice:nowibelieveyouareinlove.I'veneverheard

youtalkinglikethis.Sayhitoher.

Mpe:she'shere.Youcantalktoher.

Ishakemyheadnobutallhedoesislaugh.

Voice:youletmegoontalkingaboutherkanti

ukhonalapho.UnjaniMakoti?

Ilookatthisonenexttomeandsigh.Howcouldhe

putmeonthespotlightlikethat?

Mpe:talktohimsthandwasam.Akalumilomuntu.

Bafoungakhulumiisizulu.Shewontunderstand

you.



Voice:....

Hesaidsomethingindeepzuluthatididn'teven

understandevenasinglewordandtheylaughed.

Bathobakagosebaontsilebone.

Voice:makoti,howareyou?

Mpendulolookedatmeandicouldseehewas

stiflingalaugh.

Me:imfineandyou?

Voice:imgood.Whateveryouarefeedingtomy

brotherkeepdoingit.Youaremakingthathard

headedbrotherofminehappy.Wecan'twaitto

meetyou.Anywaytravelsafeokay?

Me:thankyou.

Voice:bafosizokhuluma.

Mpe:kulungilebafo.

Thecallwentoffandhestartedlaughing.

Me:whyareyoulaughing?Didyouhavetotellyour

brothersaboutme?

Mpe:you'reimportanttomesoihadtotellthem.



Theyhadtoknowaboutthewomanimgoingto

marry.Ifonlyheknewwhatyouwerefeedingme.

Iignorehimandkeepmyselfbusychattingto

Bonolo.Itellherthatimgoingtokznandsoonher

callcomesin.

Me:Bonolocallmelaternotnow.

Nolo:putmeonloudspeaker.Iwanttotalktosbali

Me:mxmwam'boratuu

Nolo:loudspeakermadamspeaker.

Mpe:putheronloudspeaker

Iputthephoneonloudspeakerandshelaughs.

Whyisshelaughingsoloudatthat?She'sacrazy

person.

Nolo:sbalisam.Howareyou?

Me:sbaliBonolo,really?

Mpe:imfine.Yoursisterismadatme.

Nolo:leavethatone.Iheardyourgoinghomewith

her.Thankgoditaughtherhowtocook.



Me:didyouhavetosaythat?

Nolo:itoldyouyouarefallinginlovewithhimbut

youkeptdenyingit.Nowyouaremeetingthefamily!

Sbalitakecareofmysister.Shemustcomebackin

onepiece.

Mpe:iwillmakesureofthat.

Nolo:don'tbreakmysister'sheart.Shelovesyou

andifyouhurtheryouwillhavemetodealwith.

Mpe:youhavemyword.Iloveherandidon'tplan

onhurtingher.

Nolo:didyoufeedheraloveportion?Youshould

hearthewayshetalksaboutyou.Mpendulothis

mpendulothat.Haysbaliisaluteyou!

Mpe:really?

Nolo:yes.

Me:Bonoloyouareexaggerating.Bye.

Icutthecall.Didshehavetosayallthosethings

mara?

Mpe:soareyougoingtotellmewhatyouwere



sayingtoheraboutme?

Me:leavemealone.Goandaskyoursbali.

HelaughsandIputonmyheadsets.Hetakesthem

off.

Mpe:imsorrybabe.Iwon'tlaughatyouagain.

Ididn'tanswerhim.Iwillignorehimuntilweget

wherewearegoing.Ourflightgotcalledandwe

boarded.Hekeptpokingmebutiwouldjustkeep

quiet.Whentheplanelandedmyheartstarted

racing.

Mpe:babeyouarestillgoingtoignoreme?

Isaidnothing.Idon'twanttotalktohim.Ican

ignorehimuntiltomorrowifiwantto.

Mpe:doyouwantmetokneeldownhereandbring

attentiontousorshout?

Me:goonmakingmemadandIwillgobackhome!

Mpe:finallyyoutalktome.Iloveyou

Eventhoughthingsaremovingtoofastilovehim



tooandimgoingtoshowit.Iwillnothidehowifeel.

Me:iloveyoutoo.

Mpe:didyouhearthat!?Shesaidshelovesme!She

lovesme!

Heshoutedthat.Thepeoplewerelookingatus

somesmilingandĺaughing.Hepickedmeupand

spinnedmearound.

Mpe:youjustmademethehappiestmaninthe

wholeworld.

Heputmedownandwewenttothecarthatwas

waitingforus.

Guy:ndoda

Mpe:zwelimeetmywoman.Sthandwasamiuzweli

lona.Myverygoodfriend.

Me:nicetomeetyou.

Zweli:nicetofinallymeetthewomanthatmyfriend

loves.Youmakethisguycrazy.



Me:really?ididn'tknowicanmakeanoldman

crazy

Isaylaughingathim.

Mpe:butyoulovethisoldman.babywhotoldyou

imanoldman?Doyouknowmyage?

Me:sesesalangyou'reanoldman.

Zweli:wheremustidropyou?Yourplace?

Mpe:home.

Myheart!Whydidiagreetocomewithhim?

Me:pleasetakemetoyourplace.Ican'tgotoyour

parentsplace.

Mpe:I'llbehomeforthewholeweekandIcan't

leaveyouonyourown.Theyaregoingtoloveyou

WedroveinsilenceandIgotscaredaswegotto

thisbeautifulhouse.Wegotoutandifollowed

behindmpendulo.Weenteredthehouseand

everyonewasseatedinthelounge.Mpendulo

greetedandtheyallanswered.Isatonthecouch

nexttohim.Havingalltheseeyeslookingatme

wasmakingmenervous.Irecognizeoneguy.He



cametomovemythingswithmpendulo.

Mpe:greetings

Theyallansweredlikeachoir.Iwassoscared.

Whatifhisfatherhatesme?He'sbeenlookingat

meandnotsayingsomething.

Mpe:manobaba.Thisisthewomanthathasstolen

myheart.Keatlaretsi.She'sthewomanthatiwould

liketomarryandbuildafamilywith.

M.dad:isshetheonethatmadeyoutoleave

everythinghereandgobacktoGauteng?

Mpe:yes

M.dad:areyousuresheistheone?

Mpe:yessheis.Iloveher.

M.dad:doessheloveyou?

Mpe:yes.

M.dad:can'tshespeakforherself?

Itbecamequiet.



M.dad:sowheredoyoucomefromKeatlaretsi?

Me:NorthWestsir.

M.dad:doyouyouknowwhatyouaredoinghere?

Whyyouarehere?

Me:no.

M.dad:sowhydidyoucomehere?

Me:Mpenduloinsistedthaticomewithhim

becausehedidn'twanttoleavemeonmyown.

M.dad:thisquestionisveryimportanttome.Do

youlovemyson?

IlookedatMpenduloandhewaslookingdown.I

smiledandansweredtheoldman.

Me:yessir.Ilovehim.

M.dad:thatisgoodandIhopeitwillstaylikethat.I

hopehetoldyouwhatitmeansforhimtointroduce

youhere.You'rethefirstwomantobeintroduced

here.Eventhemothersofhiskidshenever

introducedthemtousashiswomen.Andstop

callingmesir.Callmedad.Welcometoourfamily.

Talktoyourfather.Andyouboysprepare



yourselves.Nextweekendweareleaving.

Aftersayingthathegotupandwentout.Mpendulo

andhisbrothersfollowedhim.Hismothergotup

andopenedherarms.Iassumedthatshewantsto

hugme.Iwentandhuggedher.Shehasabeautiful

smile.

M.mom:welcomemydaughter.Thisisnowyour

home.Youarewelcometocomehereanytime

youwanttoandwewillwelcomeyou.Wearenow

yourfamilyandweloveyou.Anythingyouneed

don'thesitatetoask.Feelfree.Khanyoshowher

toherroomandtakeherluggage.Thatstupidman

ofyoursshouldhavetakenittoyourroomalready.

Welaughed.Tobehonestiwasjustfakinglaugh.

Iwasreallynotfineatall.IfollowedKhanyotomy

supposedroom.Sheopenedmyluggageand

startedunpackingthings.

Me:noitsfine.Iwilldoit.AnywayIwillleaveitin

thereseeingasimleavingontheweekend.

Shelaughedatme.Likereallyhard.

Khanyo:theweekendyousay?youarenotleaving.



Youwillleavenextweekthencomebackonthe

weekend..

Me:Mpendulosaidwearejusthereforthisweek.

Khanyo:wellnotanymore.Doyouknowwhymy

fathersaidtalktoyourfather?

Me:no

Khanyo:hemeantthatyoumustlethimknowthat

hewillhaveguestssoon.Theyaregoingtopayfor

yourlobolanextweekend.Theywillsendtheletter

duringtheweek.

Me:lobola?

Khanyo:that'swhatisaid.Mybrotherwantsto

marryyou.Don'tbesad.Everythingwillbefine.

Iwasnolongerthere.Myheartwasbeatingsofast.

Iregrettedeversayingyestohim.Whatiftheyfind

outaboutmehavingbeenmarried?Eventhough

Rapulafooledmeintothinkingwearemarriedhe

didpaylobolaformeandwehadatraditional

ceremony.AfterKhanyolefticalledBonoloand



toldheraboutwhatwashappening.Shewashappy

andsaidifthisisiwantthenishoulddoitandthat

noonewilldoanythingtomeifiweretosayno.

Thedecisionisalluptome.Butishouldbehonest

withMpenduloandtellhimeverythingaboutme.

Imjustthankfulthatshewillaskauntytotalktomy

dad.But

IkeepaskingmyselfifIamdoingtherightthing.

ThedooropensandIcanalreadytellbythescent

thatit'shim.

Mpe:sthandwasami.Uright?

Me:howcanibewitheverythingthatisgoingon

here?Youdon'tevenknowmethatmuchand

alreadyyouwanttomarryme.

Mpe:idon'tneedtoknowyouforayearformeto

knowthatiwanttomarryyou.Iloveyou.Iseea

futurewithyou.Whenilookatyouiseethemother

ofmychildren.Mylifepartner.SomeoneIcan

growwith.SomeoneIcanbuildalifewith.You're

notjustapassingphasetome.You'remylife.Even



ifimarryyounextyearitwon'tchangeanything.

Me:idowanttogetmarriedtoyouandgrowold

togetherbutlet'sgettoknoweachotherfirst.

Mpe:iknowenoughaboutyoutowantwantto

marryyou.

Me:noyoudon't.Doyouknowthatimmarried?I

askedtotalkbutyoudismissedit.

Mpe:yes.Don'teversayyouaremarriedbecause

youarenot.Thatfoolyoucalledahusbandmade

suretotellmeallaboutyourrelationship.Butialso

knowthathehasbeenmakingyouafool.Iknow

everything.Butiamnothim.Don'tcrucifymefor

hissins.

Me:ididn'tsayiwilldothat.Mpenduloyoudon't

knowme.Wejuststartedourrelationshipjust

yesterdayandalreadyyou'retalkingmarriage.I

knowI'veknownyouforafewmonthsbutwe

haven'tbeendatingevenforaweek.

Mpe:ngyakthandaKea.Andngifunaubeumkami.I

wanttospendtherestofmylifewithyou.



Me:don'tyouthinkwe'removingtoofastnow?

Mpe:iknowwhatifeel.AndI'mverysureaboutit.

Me:idon'tknow.

Mpe:ipromiseyoueverythingwillworkout.Ii

promise.

Me:mydadisgoingtofreakout.Imsoscaredof

whathe'sgoingtosay.

Mpe:everythingwillgofine.Dontworry.

Me:pleasedon'thurtme.Imalreadygoingthrougha

lotasitis.

Mpe:letmehelpyougothroughwhateveritis.Let

meholdyourhand.

Me:pleasepromisemeyouwilltellmeifyoudon't

wantmeanymore.Eventhoughitwillhurtbutiwill

acceptit.

Mpe:sotellmewhathappenedbetweenyouand

him?

Me:wegrewuptogether.Hisandmyfatherare

friends.Thenwegotmarriedorsoithought.All



thistimehehasbeenmakingmeafool.Heis

marriedandhaskids.Mademetohavemytubes

tiedjustsoiwon'thavekids.Saidwearenotready

forchildrenknowingverywellwhathewasdoing.

Allthistimehehasbeenmakingmoneyoutofme.I

startedacompanyandigavehim30%ofmy

shares.Itookallmymoneymymotherleftforme

andputitintothatcompany.Shewouldbe

disappointedinme.Hetookhiswifetoschoolwith

mymoney.Builtherahouseandevenhiredherin

mycompanywithoutmeevenknowing.Hemade

mewaste7yearsofmylife.Thesignswerethere.I

justignoredthem.Ifoundoutthathe'sbeen

marriedevenbeforeourrelationship.Hewasthe

onewhoinitiatedthedivorcebutthenchangedhis

mind.Ithenfiledfordivorcemyselfandhe'sbeen

makingithardformetoleavehim.Everythinghe

hasisallbecauseofme.Ihopeyouarenotgoing

todothesametome.

Mpe:iwouldneverdothat...thereissomeoneiwant

youtomeet.Lookatme.Imnotgoingtodowhathe

did.Imgoingtoloveyoulikeneverbefore.



Hewentoutforafewminutesandcamebackwith

achild.Theotheronewasfollowingbehindhim.

Theyoungeronewassuckingonherthump.They

jumpedonthebedlaughing.

Mpe:Mnqobistopthat.Lisa.

Lisa:no.

Mpe:youtwowillgivemegreyhair.

Hegotholdofthemandcametostandwiththem

nearme.

Mpe:thisisMnqobimyson.He's7.Andthisismy

littlegirlLisakhanya.She's5.Andguysthisis

mommy.Sayhi.

Lisajustclimbedthecouchandsatontopofme

andputherhandaroundmyneck.Imnotagainst

kidsorthatidon'tlovehiskids.Buthecouldhave

toldmebeforehand.

Me:nicetomeetyouguys.

Lisa:willyoubathmeandgowithmetothemall?

IlookedatMpenduloandhelookedsohappyand

allsmiles.



Me:yes.Andiwillbuyyouanythingyouwant.

Shejumpedoffscreamingandranout.

Mpe:she'sgoingtotellhergogothathermommy

isgoingtobuyherthings.

Mnqobi:nowicanfinallygetthatbicycleiwanted.

Mpe:no.

Mnqobi:yesdad.

Hewentoutlaughing.

Me:youhavebeautifulkids.

Mpe:andIcan'twaitforustohavemorebeautiful

babiesrunningaroundourhouse.Come.

Wewentandlayonthebed.

Mpe:iwishLisa'smotherwasaroundtoseeher

growupintothishappychildthatsheis.

Okay.Ifeeljealousthathestillthinksofhisex.

Me:where'sshe?

Mpe:shepassedon.

Me:imsorry.



Mpe:butIknowyouaregoingtobeagoodmother

toher.

Me:andMnqobi,where'shismother?

Mpe:she'saround.WesharecustodyofMnqobi.

Hecomeshereonsomeweekendsandholidays.

Me:okay.

.............

Idon'tknowhowifellasleepbutiwokeupto

Mpendulotellingmetogoandshowersowecango

andhavedinner.Wowisleptthatlong.

Me:whydidn'tyouwakemeupsothaticanhelp

withcooking?

Mpe:Makotiyourtimewillcome.Nowjustenjoy

havingothersdothingsforyou.

Me:makoti?Notyet

Mpe:justafewdays.Nowlet'sgoandshower.

Me:together?

Mpe:somethingwrongwiththatthat?



Me:no.

Wetookoffourclothesthenwentandtooka

shower.Afterweweredonewegotdressedandhe

tookmydressoff.

Mpe:youwilldieofcoldt.Weartracksuits.Noone

willtellyouanything.

Ididashesaid.Hepulledmetohimandsmiled.I

lookedintohiseyesandiactuallyblushed.Ican't

believemeuglyBettyscoredthismanformyself.

Evenbackinhighschooliwasalwaysbulliedfor

beingtoodarkandfat.That'showithasalways

been.

Mpe:it'sgoodtoseeyouhappy.

Me:youmakemehappy.

Heholdsmyhandandwegotojointheothers.We

allsitaroundthetableandaftersayinggracewe

starteating.

Lisa:mkhuluyouseeher?She'smymomandshe's

goingtobuymeanythingiwant.

Mpendulo:shedoesn'thavemoneytowaste



Mnqobi:dadit'shermoney.Shewillbuyanything

foruswithhermoneynotyoursokay

M.mom:okaynowwecaneat.Andstoptalking.

Allicansayisienjoyedspendingtimewiththis

family.AndimhappythatsoonI'llbepartofthis

family.

Thefollowingdayiwokeupandthebedwasempty.

Itakeashowerandgetdressedinasummerdress

andsandals.It'shottoday.Thedooropensand

Lisagetsinrunning.

Lisa:goodmorningmommy.

Me:goodmorningbaby.Howdidyousleep?

Lisa:good.Wearegoingtothebeach.

Me:okay.Youwantmetocomewithyou?

Lisa:daddysaidyou'recomingwithus.

Me:okaylet'sgoandhelpmakebreakfast.

Lisa:okay.Iloveyoumama



Me:iloveyoutoo.

Aah.She'sasweetchild.Andsocute.She'sstill

holdingmyhandasweleavetheroom.Wegetto

thekitchenandthehelperisbusymakingbreakfast.

Me:goodmorningma.HowcanIhelpyou?

Helper:goodmorning.Youcanjustgoandsitdown

andrelax.I'malmostdone.

Me:okayma.

Wewenttotheloungeandtheotherswerealready

up.Iwassoembarrassed.

Me:goodmorningeveryone.

Lisarantotheotherkids.NowIwasleftwiththe

brothersandtheirwives.Nowtheyarealllookingat

me.WhereisMpendulowhenyouneedhim?

Muzi:excuseusladies.

TheyleftandnowitwasjustmeandMpumiand

Ntombi.

Ntombi:soKeawhereareyoufrom?

Me:Rustenburg.



Mpumi:you'resobeautiful.Don'tbescaredmaan.

Feelfree.Asmamasaidthisisyourfamily.

Ijustnodded.

Ntombi:butprepareyourself.You'restilltomeet

somefamilymembers.Somearerude.

Me:I'msureI'llbefine.Soyouallstayhere?

Mpumi:no.WestayinPretoriabutwehavehouses

here.MostofthetimewhenweareinDurbanweall

stayhere.

Me:okay.

Ntombi:youknowicouldsweariknowyoufrom

somewhere.Maybeamagazine.

Ididn'tthinktheyweregoingtocatchsofast.What

iftheyknowaboutRapula?Theonlymagazines

coversI'vebeenonwerewithhimanditwasforour

business.

Me:maybeyoureadaboutmeonmagazines.

Sometimesidointerviewsonbusiness.

Ntombi:yeahnowthatIrememberititwasona

magazine.Ilikedwhereyouwerehelpingschools



withsanitarypadsandstationary.

Me:ihelpwhereican.

Mpumi:that'sgood.Sowhenandhowdidyouand

bhutiomdalameet?

Me:who'sthat?

Ntombi:yourhusbandtobe.

Me:whyishebhutiomdala?

Theylaughed.Ilookedatthem.

Mpumi:he'sthefirstborn.Sowecallhimlikethatto

showrespect.

Me:oh.Wemetfourmonthsago.Iwasmovingtoa

bewplaceandhewaspartofthepeoplewhocame

tomovemythings.Fromthereonheneverstopped

followingme.That'showwegotclose.Butwe

haven'tbeendatingforlong.

Ntombi:itdoesn'tmatterhowlongyoudated.You

willknowwhenyoumeettheonethatyouwantto

spendtherestofyourlifewiththem.Andyoumake

himhappy.He'sbeensmilingallweekkantiit'syou.

Whenhecamebackherehewasallsmiles.



OhitmustbeafterourdayattheBlyde.Wewere

calledtohavebreakfastandafterthat

me,Mpendulo,LisaandMnqobileftforthebeach.

I'veneverseenahappychildlikeLisa.Andthat

madeherfathersmile.

Me:she'ssohappy.

Mpe:that'sbecauseyou'rehere.She'shavinga

motherforthefirsttimesobelievemeshewillbe

likethisthewholetime.Whenitoldheraboutyou

shekeptaskingwhenyouwerecoming.Sheeven

madeagiftforyou.

[07/06,18:57] :*STORYOFMY

LIFE:KEATLARETSI*

*CHAPTER6*

Ireallydidn'tstaythewholeweekasMpendulosaid.

Myfathercalledsayingishouldcomehome.Ileft

onThursdayandiasexpectedhewasn'tpleased

withwhatwasgoingon.Afteritoldhimthewhole



storyaboutwhatRapuladidhecalmeddown.Andi

thoughtRapula'sfamilywouldrefusethelobolabut

theyagreedfortheKhozafamilytocome.Todayis

Saturday.Thedayofthelobola.Iwokeupearlyand

showeredandgotready.Todayusabigdayforme.

MyauntswerebusyrunningarounddoingGod

knowswhat.Wehavebeenwaitingbutnosignof

theKhozafamily.NocallfromMpendulo.Nothing.

Itriedhiscallanditrangwithoutbeinganswered.

I'venevercriedlikeididtoday.Imhurt.Imhurt

beyondwords.Nothingcanexplainhowimfeeling

rightnow."Iknewthatitwastoogoodtobetrue.Ne

nkamakala!Yougotdivorcednotsolongagoand

inlessthanayearyouwereabouttomarryanother

man.Iknewitwasntgoingtohappen."_thats

RakgadiMoipone.Oneofmyfather'ssisters.How

canshetalklikethis?Imgoingtobealaughing

stockinthiscommunity!Mostimportantlyimhurt.

Sheshouldbecomfortingmenotaddingsalttothe

wound.Butshesright.ImayhaveknownMpendulo

forafewmonthsbutweonlystarteddatingnitso

longago.Andalreadyiwasabouttomarryhim.Im

suchafool.Ishouldhaveknownthatthiswastoo



goodtobetrue.Igointothebathroomandwashoff

themakeup.IdontevenknowwhyiletBonoloputit

onme.Imnotamakeupperson.

Twomonthspassedandnothingfromhimorhis

family.Iwishedthatitcouldbeadreamandiwould

wakeupfromit.Nowiminthekitchenmaking

breakfast.Imustsaythislobolathingmademeto

spendalotoftimewithmyfather.Herefusedfor

metogobacktowork.IhadtocallBontleandask

hertolookforsomeoneinthecompanywhowould

holdthefort.Ifinishspreadingramaonmybread

alongwithpeanutbutter.Ieveneatpeanutbutter

onitsown.It'smyfavourite.Itaketheeggsand

makethemformyfather.Iknowdadwillwant

them.

Papa:morningmybabby.

Me:morningpapa.I'llbedonesoon.Goandsit

down.

Icontinuethentakeeverythingtothesittingroom.I

givehimhisplateandfetchthecoffee.Westart



eating.Ifinishmyramaandpeanutbuttersandwich

thenstartwiththeeggs.Ifeelsomethingcoming

upfrommythroat.iruntothebathroomandempty

everythingthatI'vejusteaten.Irinsemymouthand

goback.

Papa:Keatlaretsiagonalesengweobatlanggo

mpolella?

Me:nodad.Imfine.I'vejustbeenthrowingupthese

pastfewdays.ButI'llbefine.

Papa:areyoupregnant?

Me:dadno.I'dknow.

Papa:yousaidRapulahadyoutieyourtubes.

Me:iuntiedthemafterweseparated...

Papa:thenimright.You'repregnant.

Me:myGod!Howcouldibesocareless?Nowim

pregnantandpapangwanaotshabile.Neke

naganaeng?Justafterdatinghimforlessthana

monthhewouldmarryme?

Papa:thistooshallpass.



Me:nowihavetothinkaboutwhatimgoingtodo.

Papa:youwanttoterminate?No.imhere.Iwillhelp

youraisethisbaby.Ifhewantsnothingtodowith

youiwillhelpyou.You'remychildandiloveyou.

Me:iloveyoutoopapa.

Iputmyheadonhisshoulderandcried.Mydadis

theonlymanwhowillneverdisappointme.Ican

alwayscountonhim.

Seeingasihavenothingtodoidecidedtojusttake

awalkaroundtheneighbourhood.Iendedupat

mmaMoeketsiplace.Iorderedaburgerandchips

andjustsitbythechairsandwatchpeoplegoingup

anddown.That'swhatialwaysdo.Comehere,buy

somethingandwatchpeople."Here'syour

order."_that'sherbringingmyfood.

"Obonalaolekgakala.Aosiame?"

Herquestionexhaustsme.

"Kesiame.Kenagalafelakabophelo."_isaylooking

down



"Sengweleswmgwesenalemakoyasone.Things

willbealright.Iheardaboutyourlobola

negotiationsandiknowpeoplearetalking.Seba

tseeletlhogongbathobamotseoo.Akerewaitse

gorebathobajwang."Shedoesn'tunderstandwhat

imgoingthrough

"Peoplelookatmeonthestreet.Ihearthemsaying

kepalletswekelenyalo.Thatkaopona.Imnoteven

likethat."icanfeelthetearsfalling.Imstartingto

beemotional.

"Gotlasiamangwanake.Osekewabelaela."

Iwipemytearsandfocusonmyfood.Thisbabyis

makingmeeatalot.Imalwaysinthekitchenorthis

place.Andnowhe'smakingmecry.Ievenmissthe

bastardwhomademepregnantandranaway.Why

didn'thejusttellmetomyfacethathedoesn'tcare.

Iwouldmoveonpeacefullynotwonderingabout

anything.ItryhisphoneagainthinkingI'llgeta

differentanswerbutit'sthesame.Voicemail.I

alwayssendmessagesbutnoreplies.Ieven

attemptedtogotohishomebutdadrefused.



Afterfinishingmymealigobackhome.People's

stareswillneverstop.Ican'tstandthem!Igethome

andgotomyroomthenpackabag.Imgoingto

Durban.Hewilltellmeexactlywhyhedecidednot

toshowupontheloboladay.Heowesmesome

explaining.Ilookformydadandifindhimbehind

thehouse.

Me:papaiwanttoaskyousomething.

Papa:okay.

Me:canipleasegotoDurban?Ihavetoknowwhy

hemademeafool.Ihavetogetclosure.

Papa:vecareful.Haveasafetripanddon'tforgetto

callmewhenyougetthere.

Me:thankyoupapa.

IhughimandgetintomycaranddrivetoJoburg.

Assoonasireachtheremyflightisready.Igota

flight.Iwasluckybecausethiswasthenextone

available.Allthetimeikeptthinkingaboutthe

worstpossiblescenarioofwhatcouldhappen.As



soonasthedlightlandedirequestedanubberand

itdrovemetohishome.Myheartstartsbeating

fastasitalktothemanqhoopensthegate.

Man:MrsKhoza.Comein.Welcome.

Me:umthankyou.

Ismileandpushmybaginsidetheyard.I

contemplatedwhethertogoinornot.Iringthebell

atthedoorandsomeoneopens.Ilookupand

Khanyoisstaringatme.

Khanyo:comein.

Shetakesmybagwithher.Ifollowherandgoto

thelounge.Hisparentsaresittingwatchingthe

news.

Me:hello.

Theyallturnandlookatme.Theyarereally

surprisedtoseeme.

Ma:ohmychild!You'rehere.

Shegetsupandcomestohugme.She'seven

cryingnow.



Baba:pleasedon'tcry.You'regoingtomakehercry

too.

Khanyo:ibroughtsomeonehere.She'sbeencrying

foryoueveryday.

Lisa:mommy.

Ipickherandshe'scrying.Isitacryingdaytoday?I

sitdown.Lisahasherheadonmyshoulderhaving

hiccups.Ibrushherback.

Dad:howareyou?

Me:iamfineandyou?

Dad:nothingisgoodhere.Iamsireyouareasking

yourselfwhywedidn'tshowup.

Me:yesbaba.Ieventriedhisphoneandit'snot

working.Whatisgoingon?

Baba:heyit'sbad.Wehavebeenlookingforyou.

Siyawenttoyourworkplaceandtheygavehima

wrongnumber.Wecheckedyourplaceandthere

wasnoone.Nowtheywenttolookforyourcousin

hopingthattheywillfindher.

Me:why?whatisgoingon?



Baba:Mpenduloisinhospital.Thedaywewere

comingtoyourhomehegotintoanaccidentwhile

drivingtotheairport.He'sinacoma.Wejustcame

backfromthehospital.There'sstillnochange.We

areeventhinkingofswitchingoffthemachines.

Idontknowwhathappenedbutiwokeupina

hospitalroom.Ilookedaroundandisawworried

faces.

Me:ismybabyokay?

Ma:yes.Relax,youwerejustshocked.Everything

willbefine.

Me:howis..

Ma:Focusonthisbaby.Mpendulowillbefine.

Me:okayma.Caniseehim?

Ma:yes.Thedoctorisabouttodischargeyou.

Me:okay.Canyoupleasechangeyourmindabout

switchingthemachinesoff?Ibelievehewillmakeit.

Mama:iwilltalktohisfather.



Me:thankyou.

Afterthedoctordischargedmeiwenttohisward.

Hewasjustsleepingtherelifeless.Butiwasnot

givinguponhim.Iknowhewillwakeup.Whenwe

wentbackhomeIcalledmydadandtoldhimwhat

wasgoingon.Hesaidicantakeallthetimeineed

andbehereforMpendulo.Iwashappytohearhim

talkinglikethatbecauseatfirsthewasnotafanof

myrelationshipwithhim.I'vebeenhereforthree

daysandthere'sstillnochange.Eventhoughmy

mindisnothereimwatchingtv.I'vebeensitting

hereafterhavinglunch.Mahasbeenlookingatme

andiwasjustactinglikeidon'tnotice.Butiended

upaskingifsomethingiswrong.

Ma:nothingiswrong.Imjustamazedabouthow

goodyouarewithLisa.Andhowyoulovemyson.

Imreallyhappyhemetyou.You'reablessingtothis

family.Wearegratefulforyou.Weloveyou.

Me:thankyouma.

"Sanibonaniekhaya."



Ma:Mabutho.Howareyou

Mabutho:imgoodma.Isbabahere?

Ma:no.

Mabutho:okay.Getready.Wearegoingtothe

hospital.Mpendulojustwokeup.

Isaidasilentprayer.

Wewaitedformaasshewentupstairs.

Mabutho:uright?

Me:yeah.

Mabutho:thankyouforbeinghere.Mybrother

askedforyouwhenhewokeup.

Me:ishealright?

Mabutho:he'sup.That'sallthatmatters.He'llbe

fine.

Me:okay.

Iwipedatearthatfell.Weleftandhewaslyingon

thebedwithhislegdangling.Theyhadtoldusto

getintogether.Helookedatthedoorandsmiled.



Mpendulo:comebabe.

Ithoughtheforgotme.Iwentnexttothebedand

heldhishand.Westayedabitandtheothersleft.

Mpendulo:howareyou?Comeandlieonthebed

withme.

Me:idon'twanttohurtyou.

Mpendulo:imfine.AndsoonI'llbeoutofhereand

backathomewithyou.

Me:that'sgoodnews.Butyouhavetohealfirst.I

thoughtyouchangedyourmindaboutus

Mpendulo:why

Me:youhadanaccidentonthedayofthelobola

negotiationsandyoudidn'tpitch.Ispenttwo

monthsthinkingyoudon'twantmeanymore.

Mpendulo:don'tcry.Imherenow.

Me:imissedyou.

Mpendulo:imissedyoumore.Youlooksobeautiful.

Andyougainedabitforsomeonewhowas

stressed.



Me:don'tsaythat.It'syourbabydoingthat.

Mpendulo:huh..you..?You'repregnant!

Me:yes...

Mpendulo:comehere!Iwokeuptosuchgoodnews

andmywifetobeishere.

Me:youstillwantustogetmarried?

Mpendulo:yes.Andthistimenoaccidentwillstop

us.Iloveyou

Me:iloveyoumore.

Afterstayingaweekiwentbacktomyplace.I

haven'tbeenhereinawhile.Ifwallscouldspeak

they'dsayhowmuchtheymissedme.Iminthe

kitchencookinganewrecipethatijustdiscovered.

Imalwaystryingnewrecipesandican'tbelieveim

thisperfect.Indeedpracticemakesperfect.My

phoneringstheniwipemyhands.Asmile

automaticallyfindsitselfonmyface.

Me:heybabe.



Mpendulo:mylove.Howareyou?

Me:imgoodthanksandyou?

Mpendulo:imgood.Whatareyoudoing?

Mpendulo:imcooking.

Mpendulo:iseeimingoodhands.Mywifewill

alwayscookforme.

Me:begladcookingismynewhobbyorelseyou'd

havetakeawaysforlunchanddinner.

Mpendulo:nono.I'dteachyouhowtocook.Im

gettingdischargedtoday.

Me:goodnewsbabe.Iwishiwasthere

Mpendulo:imcomingbackthisweek.

Me:ican'twaittoseeyou..ohbeforeIforget,ithink

wehavetostopthelobolanegotiationsfornow.

Mpendulo:why?You'rechangingyourmind?

Me:ofcoursenot.Dadwantstomeetyoufirst.Get

toknowyouthendecidefromthere.

Mpendulo:okay.Iunderstandwherehe'scoming



from.Hecan'tjustgivehischildawaytopeoplehe

doesn'tknow.

Me:yes.Andthere'snoneedtopanick.Myfather

likesyou.

Mpendulo:let'sbehonesthere.Yourfatherprefers

yourexoverme.

Me:that'snottrue.

Mpendulo:okay.Iwillseeyoutomorrow.

Me:ithoughtyouweregoingtorestfirst.

Mpendulo:iwon'tbedoinganything.Mabuthowill

drivemetotheairportandyouwillfetchme.Iwant

tosleepnexttoyou.Ican'tspendaweekwithout

seeingyou.Iwillcallyoujustbeforeileave

tomorrow.

Me:that'salie.Iknowyou'regoingtocallbefore

yousleep.

Mpendulo:ican'thelpit.Ikeepfallinginlovewith

youandwhenIdon'tseeortalktoyouidon'tfeel

good.

Me:babe...



Mpendulo:enjoyyourday.

Me:youtoo.

Iwentbacktomycooking.

MPENDULO

Hearinghervoicemadehimcalmdown.Hewas

feelingdownandknewthattalkingtoherwillcalm

himdown.Thisisaforeignfeelingforhim.Hehas

beeninrelationshipsbutnonemadehimfeellike

this.Eventhoughpeopletalkhe'snotgoingtolet

themgettohim.Hisconversationwithhisaunty

earlieronupsethim.Howcanshethinkthatheis

takingadvantageofher?She'soldenoughtoknow

ifshe'sbeingtakenadvantageofornot.Theymake

eachotherhappy.Theyloveeachother.That'sall

thatmatters.Hewasneverinterestedinmarriage

butwithherhewantsit.Hewantsforeverwithher.

Forhisaunttosaythemarriageisnothappeningis

bullshit.HefeltrelievedafterKeatlaretsitoldhim

thatherfathersaidtheyhavetoputnegotiationson



hold.Hedidn'tknowhowtotellherthathisuncles

andauntiesareagainstthemarriageandwantitto

bestopped.Thisisthefirstwomanhe'severreally

lovedforGod'ssake!Thenwhatdotheysuggesthe

doesbecausehecannotlivewithouther?Growing

uphewitnessedhisfatherlovinghismotherand

wishedtohavethatkindoflove.Nowthathefinds

ittheyinterfere.Sincewhendidtheystart

controllinghim?He'sagrownmanwhoknowsright

andwrong!Theycan'ttellhimwhattodo.Thatis

notgoingtohappen.Theywillnotdictatetohislife.

Iftheydisownhimthat'stheirproblem.Andwho

toldthemtheaccidentwasbecausetheancestors

didn'twantthelobolanegotiationstoproceed?Did

theancestorsthemselftellthem?

Mabuthocametofetchhimduringtheday.Hewas

relievedthatheisgoinghome.Theplacewas

alreadygettingtohim.Hecouldn'tstandallthose

doctorsandnursesgivinghiminstructionsasif

he'stheirchild.He'solderthanmostofthem

anyway!Thedrivehomewasquietandhecould



sensethatsomethingwasoff.Mabuthowastoo

quietabdthat'sunusual.Theygothomeandhe

walkedinwithhiscrutches.Hisdaughterrantohim

andhehuggedher.

"Daddyimissedyou."-Lisa.

"Imissedyoutoobaby.Goandtellauntytopack

yourbag.Wearegoingtomommytomorrow"-

Mpendulo

Thelittlegirlranoutoftheloungescreaminghappy.

Shewasgoingtoseehermother.Whycan'tthey

seethekindofeffectshehasonhimandhis

children?Theyloveher!

"Mpenduloit'sgoodthatyou'reback.There's

somethingwehavetotalkabout."-thatwashis

auntytalkingtohim.Whatelseistheretotalk

about?Shealreadysaidwhatshewantedtosay.

"Whatisit?ihavetogetreadyformyflight

tomorrow"-Mpendulo

"Whatflightwhenyourwifetobeisalreadyhere?

Youcan'tleave.Wehaveguests.-aunty



"Idon'trememberaskingyoutohelpmelookfora

wife.Takeyourguestsandleave.Ormaybeyour

soncantakethatbride.Notme.Imanadultandi

canmakemyowndecisions.Imnotleavingthe

motherofmychild."Mpendulo

"Nkosiyam!She'salreadypregnant!Thisisamess."

-aunty

"There'snomesshere."-Mpendulo

Heleftherstandingthereandgottohisroomand

packedhisbag.

"Bafo..Whatareyoudoing?Ithoughtweareleaving

tomorrow."-Mabutho

"Ican'tbehere.Doesmomanddadknowabout

this?"-Mpendulo

"Theywouldhaveputastoptothis.Thatwomanis

takingadvantagebecausesheknowstheparents

arenotaround."-Mabutho

"Canyougetthejetready?Idon'twanttobeinone

roofwiththatwitch."

Mabutho:iwillgettoit.



[07/06,18:58] :*STORYOFMY

LIFE:KEATLARETSI*

*CHAPTER7*

MPENDULO

Mabuthowentbackhomeassoonasthejet

boarded.

HeorganizedfortransportationtotakeMpenduloto

hisplace.Afterabout2hoursorsothejetfinally

landedandhegotoutandheldhisdaughter'shand

andwalkedtothecarthatwaswaitingforthem.He

sentatexttoKeatlaretsitellinghertopackabag

he'sonhiswaytoher.Afteralongdrivetheyfinally

reachedPretoriaWest.Theydrovetoherplaceand

parkedoutside.Hewalkedinsidetheyardand

knocked.Assoonasshesawhimabigsmile

formedonherfaceandshehuggedhimforgetting

thathe'shurt.Andhisauntyanduncleswanthimto



leavethislovelywomanforsomeonehedoesn't

evenknow?Howcanheleavethewomanheloves

forsomethingthatisnotworthit?

Kea:imissedyoubaby.

Mpendulo:imissedyoumore.Areyoureadytogo?I

wantustodogroceriesfirst.

Kea:okay.Letmegrabmybagandthenwecango.

Sheranupstairs

Mpendulo:babedon'trunonthestairsplease.

Shegiggledandcamebackwithherbag.Heheld

herhandandwentbacktothecar.Butnotbefore

holdingherclosetohimandkissedher.Theygot

intothecarandhetoldthedrivertodrivetothemall.

Lisa:mommyiwantaburger.Andamilkshake.

Please.

Kea:I'mgoingtobuyyouanythingyouwant.

Lisa:iloveyoumomanddad.

KEATLARETSI



Mpendulosurprisedmewhenhesaidimustpack

mybagandbereadyforhim.Ithoughthesaidhe's

comingtomorrow.Butimhappyhe'shere.Wedid

ourgroceriesthenwenttohisplace.It'smyfirst

timebeinginthisplace.Heboughtanewhouse.It's

biggerthanthelastone.But

Mpendulo:welcometoyournewhomeMamKhoza.

Me:MamKhoza?

Ismiledathim.

Mpendulo:yes.Soonitwillbeofficialbutinmy

heartyou'realreadymywife.Andnoonecan

changeanythingaboutit.

Noone?Istheresomethinggoingon?

Me:well,it'salsojustlikethat.Soimgoingtocook.

WhatshouldImakeforus?Iwillcookmoreandput

itincontainerssothatyoucanhavesomethingto

eatwhenimnotaround.

Mpendulo:canyoupleasestayhereforthisweek?

Me:ionlypackedfortheweekend.



Mpendulo:iwilltakecareofthat.

Me:okay.SowhatshouldImake?

Mpendulo:surpriseyourman.

Me:whileimcookingpleasesitdownandrelax.I

willbringyouadrink.Wedon'twantyouputting

morepressureonyourfeet.Andiwillkeepon

checkingonyoutomakesurethatyouaresitting

still.

Mpendulo:yesmaam.Meandmybabygirlwillbe

justsittinghereandwatchingherfavouritecartoon.

Lisa:yesdaddy.Mommydon'tforgettoalsobring

mesomeicecreamplease.Iloveyoumom

Yohthischild!She'sreallymanipulativejustlikeher

dad.Ibringhisbeerandhericecream.Iwenttothe

kitchenandtookouttripe.Iknowhe'sgoingtolove

it.I'dmakeitwithdumplingsbutiwouldfinishlate.

Imakeitwithpap.Thetripetakesabitlongbut

soonimdonebeforeitgetsdark.Idishandtakethe

foodtothetable.Imakejuiceaswellandtakeitto

thetable.



Me:foodisready.

Mpendulo:thanksbabe.Imsohappyyouarehere.

WewenttositdownandLisaprayedforthefood.

Lisa:God,thankyouforthisfood.Thankyoufor

providingitforus.Thankyouformydadandfor

healinghim.Thankyouforgivingmemymother

thatilovesomuch.Ipromiseiwillbeagoodsister

tomylittlechamp.Amen.

Mpendulo:beautifulprayer.Nowwecaneat.

IlookedatMpendulo.Helookedlikeheistroubled.I

thoughtofaskingbutnottonight.Weare

celebratinghimrecovering.WeateandMrKhoza

wasbusycomplementingmycookingskills.You

shouldhaveseenasisterblushing.Imustthank

Bonoloforthis.

Mpendulo:babe.Thankyou.Foreverything.You've

beensosupportivesinceyoufoundoutthatimin

hospital.Someonewouldhaverunaway.Butyou

stayed.You'restillhere.You'remydreamwoman.A



womanI'dlovetospendtherestofmylifewith.A

beautiful,caringandloving.I'dlovetohavethat

womanaroundmeforever.Wakeupandseeyour

facefirstthinginthemorning.Love,willyoumake

methehappiestmanintheworld,bemywife.

Willyoumarryme?BeMrsKhoza?

Me:yes.Yes.OhmyGod.Yesiwillmarryyou.

Mpendulo:thankyoubaby.

Ididn'tcarethathedidn'tbookthewholerestaurant

andgotonhisknee.Imahappywomanjustlikehe

isahappyman.

Me:babeilovemyring.It'ssobeautiful.

Mpendulo:iloveyou.

YoucangosolongwhileIputLisatosleep.

IpickedaheavyLisaupandwenttoherroom.After

dinnerwewatchedtvandshefellasleep.Iputher

onbedandkissedherforeheadthenleft.Iheada

fallabdscreaminginthebathroom.Iranthereabd

myfiancefellinthebathtub.

Me:babe!Didyouhurtyourself?



Mpendulo:justmyleg.It'sfineyoucanleave.Be

carefulnottofallonthatwater.

Icouldseethathewasembarrassed.Igotoutand

closedthebathroomdoor.iwenttofetchamoband

whenicomebackhewasjustsittinginthebathtub

andthinking.Helookedatmeasimoppedthefloor.

Afteriwasdoneiwentclosetohimandtookthe

washingtowelandbathhim.

Mpendulo:Keatlaretsipleased...

Me:babeyoudon'thavetobeashamed.You'rehurt

andiknowyouwoulddothethesameforme.I

woulddoanythingforyou.Thisisnothing.Please

ifyoustrugglewithsomethingcallmeinsteadof

puttingpressureonyoureg.Ihurtwhenyouhurt.

Please.Canwepleasemovetotheroom

downstairsuntilyoufullyrecover?Idon'twantyou

fallingonthestairs.

Mpendulo:okaysthandwasami.Imsoluckytohave

you.Imaginemina,indodaendalabeingbathedby

someone.Youhaveagoodheart.That'swhyIlove

youMaKhoza.



Me:nowlet'shelpyougetup.

Ihelpedhimstandupanddriedhimthenwentback

tothebedroom.Ilefthimlotioningandtookaquick

showerandwenttobed.Butnotbeforegivinghim

hismedication.

Thefollowingdayiwokeupandwenttodomy

hygieneprocessthenmadebreakfastwithLisa

askingmeendlessquestions.Afteriwasdonei

wentbacktothebedroomandMpendulowas

alreadydonebathing.Ismiledandtookoutanoutfit

forhim.

Mpendulo:thanks.Howareyou?

Me:imgoodandyou?

Mpendulo:imgreat.Withyoubymysideican

overcomeanything.Whatisyoursize?Iwanttobuy

somethingforyoutowear.

Me:36.Butyoudon'thaveto.Icandrivetomyplace

andfetchmyclothes.

Mpendulo:iwantyoutobebysidetoday.Idon't



feelreallygood.Likesomethingbadisaboutto

happen.Idon'twantyoufarfromme.

Me:okay.Breakfastisready.Canyoualsoget

someonetobuyyouawheelchair?Yourbrothersaid

you'resupposedtobeonawheelchair.

Mpendulo:eventhoughthere'snoneediwilldoit.

WewenttoeatbreakfastandafterMpendulowent

backtobed.Ithinkthepillsweremakinghim

drowsy.Meandmybabygirlwenttothesalon.

NARRATED

KeatlaretsiandLisadidtheirhairandwentback

home.Whentheyarrivedtherewerevisitors.They

greetedandKeatlaretsiwentupstairsleavingLisa

withthevisitor.

Kea:babeweareback.

Mpendulo:youaresobeautiful.Didyousee

someonedownstairs



Kea:yeah.Awoman.

Mpendulo:shedoesn'tlisten.Itoldhertoleave.It's

myaunty.

Kea:youdon'twantherhere?

Mpendulo:don'teatanythingshemakesforyou.

Shemightkillourbaby.

Kea:whywouldshedothat?

Mpendulo:she'sevil.Isuspectshehassomething

todowithmyaccident.Shedoesn'twantme

marryingyou.Anythingthatisopeninthefridgeget

ridofit.

Kea:that'sscary.

Mpendulo:andshe'srefusingtoleave.I'vealready

calledherhusbandtofetchher.

Kea:okay.

Mpendulo:ifyouarehungryorderfood.Imdead

serious.Idon'twantyoutoeatanythinginthis

house.

Kea:doyouthinksheputanythinginthefoodshe's



cooking?

Mpendulowhat!?

Kea:yes.She'scooking.

Mpendulo:pleasegoabdtakeallthefoodinthe

fridgeout.Putitinthetrash.

Kea:youjustboughtityesterday.

Mpendulo:youdon'tknowher.Iswearifanything

happenstomybabybecauseyoudon'twantto

listenwewillhaveproblems.Throweverything

away!

Kea:okay.

Mpendulo:imgoingtotryandgetheroutofhere

again.

Keawenttothekitchenandtookablacktrashbag

andstartedtakingoutthefood.

Aunty:whatareyoudoing?

Kea:ohaunty...Imtakingoutthefood.It'snotin

goodcondition.Somehasexpired

Shejustliedthroughherteeth.



Aunty:youdon'thavetolieforhim.Hethinksi

poisonedallthisfood.Doyouthinkiwouldpoison

mybrother'sson?Ifiwantedtodosomethingto

himdon'tyouthinkiwouldhavealreadydoneit?

Kea:id...

Aunty:you'rejustagirlfriendsoyoudon'thave

anythingtosay.Doesyourparentsknowthatyou're

livingwithamanthathasn'tevenmarriedyou?

Kea:myfatherknowsthatiamhere.

Aunty:didhetellyouthereasonhedoesn'twantme

here?

Voice:yes.Itoldher.Youwanttokillmybabyso

thatshedistancesherselffrommesothatican

marrythewomanyougotforme?Yourplanswon't

work.Imagrownmanandicanmakemyown

decisions.Evenifsjedecidestoleave,imnot

marryingthatwoman.It'sherthatiwant.Ineedher

inmylife.

Aunty:whatdoesshehavethat'smakingyouso

crazy?



Mpendulo:she'sgoteverything.Shemakesme

happyandiloveher.

Aunty:she'sachild.You'retoooldforher!You're

takingadvantageofher.

Mpendulo:auntystoptryingtomakeexcuses.Your

husbandisthirteenyearsolderthanyou.isnthe

takingadvantageofyou?Imbookingyouaticket

nowanddadwillfindoutaboutthis.Ithoughti

wouldletitgobutnotanymore.Stopinterferingin

mylife.Imfinewiththewaythingsare.Abduntil

youchangeyourwaysyou'renotwelcomeinthis

house.

Aunty:iwillleave.Butdon'tcomecryingwhenthis

tswanagirlbreaksyou.Youshouldgetmarriedtoa

zulugirlbutwhenithappensthatsheshowsher

truecoloursdon'tsayIdidn'ttellyou.

Mpendulo:oh.Nowiseewhat'shappeninghere.It's

becauseshe'snotzulu.

Aunty:anywaywhatdidiexpectfromyou?Your

motheriswhite.Ofcourseshewouldallowthis.

Mpendulo:mymother'scolourhasnothingtodo



withthis.Shemaybewhitebutshe'sreal.Notlike

you.NowI'vebookedyourticketyoucanleavein

thenexthour.

Keatlaretsitookthetrashplasticoutandwentback

inside.Shewenttositinthebedroom.

KEATLARETSI

Whatthatauntysaidhurtmyfeelings.Justbecause

imtswanaitdoesn'tmeanimlessworthyofbeing

Mpendulowife.Iknowimnotzulubutshedidn't

havetosayitinfrontofme.Mpendulo'smotheris

whiteandherhusbandlovesherjustthewaysheis.

ImtswanaandMpendulolovesme.Ifhedidn'the

wouldn'thaveapproachedme.Nowibelieveshe'sa

witch.Mpenduloisright.Shecausedthataccident.

Shewentasfarastofindazuluwifeforhim.Who

doesthatinthisage?Willihavepeaceandjoy

marryingintothisfamily?Howwillisurvive?Ididn't

evenrealizethatiwascrying.Ijustfeltahand

wipingmytears



Mpendulo:pleasestopcrying.Sheleftandwillnever

comebackhere.SiyacametofetchLisa.Ididn't

wanthertoseeyoulikethis.

Me:whydoesshehateme?Shedoesn'tevenknow

me.

Mpendulo:she'sabitteroldwoman.Evenwithmy

mothershedidthesamethingbutdaddidn'tallow

it.Withmomitwasworsebecauseatfirsther

familydidn'twanthertogetmarriedtomyfather.

Butlookatthemtoday.Myaunt'sopiniondoesnot

matter.

Me:didshereallygetawifeforyou?

Mpendulo:yes.WhenIcamefromthehospitali

foundherthereandshesaidshefoundawufeandi

justdecidedtoleave.Ididn'tevenwaittomeetthe

womanshecamewith.That'swhyshecamehere.

Toconvincemetomarrythatwomaninsteadofyou.

Me:willyouleavemeforher?

Mpendulo:andbemiserablefortherestofmylife?



Youandiaremeanttobe.Imnotleavingyou.

Me:okay.Imissedyou.

Mpendulo:woman!Imrightnexttoyou.

Me:yourauntisscary.Icouldn'teventalktoyou.

Wecouldn'tevencelebrateourengagement.

Mpendulo:wellnowshe'sgoneandwecan

celebrate.

Me:isentmydadapictureofmyring.He'sso

happyforme.Hecalledjustafterisentthepicture.

Mpendulo:really?Youandhimaresoclose.

Me:yes.It'salwaysbeenlikethat.Imhappyhe's

acceptedourrelationship.Itmeansalottome.

Mpendulo:wellimhappythathe'sgivingushis

blessings.

Me:andwhenyou'verecoveredyoutwocanmeet.

Thenwewillgetmarried.

Mpendulo:thaticannotwaitfor.



AfteralmostamonthMpendulorecovered.Nowwe

areathomeandmyfatherisinthesittingroom

talkingwithMpendulo.IwishIcouldgositwith

thembutmyunclesaidno.He'salsohere.Saidhe

wantstoknowthepersonthatismarryinghisniece.

They'vebeeninthereforawhilenow.

"Keatlaretsiisthefoodreadynow?Areweever

goingtoeat?

That'smyuncle.ThankGodtheyaredone

interrogatinghim.Itakethefoodtothetableand

calleveryonetocomeandeat.Themeetingwent

wellandimhappywiththat.Iwantedustoleave

thefollowingdaybutMpendulorefused.Sayinghe

willnotsleepinmyfather'shouse.Hehasn'tpaid

lobolasohecan'tsleepinmyfather'shouse.We

drovebacktoPretoria.

WhenwearrivedLisawasintheroomtalkingand

laughing.WewentfurtherinandMnqobiwasbusy

explainingwhatthemovieisabout.

Mnqobi:mommy!

HehuggedmeandLisadidthesame.Ikissed



theirforeheadsandsatonthecouchwiththem.

Me:imissedyoumybaby.Whendidyougethere?

Mnqobi:inthemorning.WasLisatakingcareof

you?Shesaidsheistheonedoingthingsforyou.

M:umyes.sheis.

Mnqobi:goodgirl.

Lisa:mommyimgoingtofetchyourpillow.You

seeimdoingmywork?

Mnqobi:goodgirl.Wemusttakecareofourlittle

champ.

Me:whoareyouwithhere?

Mnqobi:gogoandmkhulu.

Mpendulo:babeletmegoandlookforthem.

ThefollowingdayMpendulocouldn'tstopsmiling.I

askedwhat'sgoingonandallhesaidis"lifeisgood

mawakhe."Istoppedasking.Heevensaidweare

eatingout.It'sadate.Ourfirstofficialdatesincewe

starteddating.He'stakingmetoarestaurantfora



change.Helikeshistraditionalfoodsohesays

thesepeopleinrestaurantsdon'tknowhowtocook.

Soimsurprisedthattodaywearegoingtoa

restaurant.Ican'tstoplookingathim.Asexyman

driving.HealsokeepssmilingwhenIlookathim.

Mpendulo:iyakuthandaindodayakhoMawakhe.

Me:okay.Nowtellmewhat'smakingyousmilelike

this.

Mpendulo:yourfathergaveusadateforlobola

negotiations.Nextweekendwearetakingourcows

tohim.Uzobaowaminabaphantsibazoyazi.Izinto

ziyahlangana.

Me:iknewithadtobesomethingmakingyousmile.

Wellimalsohappy.Iloveyoubaby.

Mpendulo:phindafuthiSthandwasami

Me:iloveyou

Mpendulo:ahmadodainhlanhlayonkengathandwa

tintombazaneenhlekanjhe.

Iblushed.Godthankyouforthisman.Ilovehimso

much.



Mpendulo:wearehere.Ilovethisplace.Theymake

thebestfood.

Hegotoutandcametoopenmydoor.Igotoutand

wewentin.Wewereshowedtoatableanda

waitresscame.

Waitress:goodday.WelcometoRose'srestaurant.

Whatwouldyouliketohave?

Ilookedather.Idon'tknowwhereI'veseenherbut

she'sfamiliar.

Mpendulo:MawakheshouldIorderforyou?

Me:ohsorry.It'sjustthat...Doiknowyoufrom

somewhere?

Waitress:maybeyouforgotme.Myrestaurantonce

cateredatsomeeventatyourcompany.Andi

couldswearisawyouyesterdayatmyneighbor's

house.InPretoriaEast.ImLerato.Thisplaceis

namedaftermyname,Rose.Myhusbandgaveme

thatname.

Ilaughed.

Mpendulo:she'sChris'swife.ThemanBabyyou



shouldgreetyourneighborshey.

Me:ohplease!Yousaidthisisyourfavourite

restaurantbutyoudidn'tknowyourneighborowns

it.

Welaughed.

Lerato:here'smybusinesscard.Callmeandwe'll

meetoneofthesedays.

Me:okay.

Lerato:sowhatwillyouhave?

Ilookedatthemenuandlaughed.Ishakemyhead

andlookup.

Lerato:issomethingwrong?

Me:no.Nothingiswrong.Imlaughingbecauseof

thisman.

Mpendulo:andwhatdidido?

Me:babeyousaidyou'regivingmeabreakfrom

cookingandthatnotraditionalfoodtoday.Nowi

seewhywearehere.Theyhaveallthethingsyou

love!



Mpendulo:thatwasmywayofbringingyouhere.

How'sthatforourfirstdate?Andiwastiredofnot

spendingtimewithyou.Eversincemamacame

you'reinseparable.She'sstealingyoufromme.

Me:good!Wheneverimlazytocookiwilljustorder

here.Thisplacewillbealifesaver.

Lerato:firstdate?

Me:yes.Canyoubelievewe'regettingmarriedand

thisisourfirstdate?

Mpendulo:imustupmyshoesthen.

Me:iwillhavebeefstewandpap.

Mpendulo:same.Withabeer.

Me:putjuiceonmine.

Lerato:comingrightup.

Sheleftandilookedatthismanoppositeme.

Me:youneverceasetoamazeme.Ithoughtyou

weretakingmesomewherelikeseafoodplace.

Mpendulo:youwillneverfeedmychampthose

things.



Me:iwasjustjoking.idon'teatthosethings.

"It'snicebeingyou.Answeryourcallsausi.Weare

runningabusinessandnotaplayhouse.Thereare

importantthingstobetakencareof."

Me:yoh.Pleasestopdisturbingus.Meandny

fiancéarehavingourfuntimesopleaseexcuseus.I

leftpeopleinchargeofMYCOMPANY.There'sa

reasonforthat.Youdon'tevenown1%inthat

companysodontboreme.

Basetsana:myhusbandowns30%

Me:andiwantitback.Soifyoudon'tmindexcuse

us.

Basetsana:that'snotgoingtohappen.Wewilltake

youtocourt.

Me:bemyguest.Andyoumusttellyourhusbandto

moveoutofmyhouse.WellsiImsureyouwillstart

overandmakeyourownmoney.Mymoneytook

youtoschool,builtyourparentsahouseandbought

youacar.Oh,andraisedyourkids.Andthatwasthe

lastofit.Eventhehousethatyou'restayingini

wantit.Yourhusbandhasnothingtohisname.



Justthemoneythathegotfrommeandthat

qualificationhegotbymymoney.Andnottoforget

thathewantedtoscamme.Nowleaveusinpeace.

Iwashappytonothavetoseeyourfacethesepast

monthsbutnowimbored.Leaveusalone.

Sheleftafterdramaticallyclickinghertongue.

Mpendulo:areyoualright?

Me:imfine.Iknowyourbrotherwillhelpmegetmy

propertiesandshares.Ithoughtiwouldlethim

keepthepropertiesbutthatwomanwantena.She'll

bebraggingaboutmythingsasifsheworkedfor

them.

Mpendulo:butdon'tallowthistostressyou.Youwill

geteverythingback.

Leratobroughtourfoodandwestartedeating.After

weweredoneweleft.Myhusbandtobetookus

backhome.Saidwe.are.goingoutagaintomorrow.

Wowimbeingtakenonsomanydates.Whenwe

gothomethereweresomanypeopleinthehouse.

Most.ofthemididn'tknow.ThankGodiwas

wearingadress.Iwouldsuggestthatigobackto



myplacebutmamablatantlyrefused.Shesaidshe

enjoysbeingwithmehere.Shegivesmethat

motherlylove.She'sslowlyclosingthatgapihadof

nothavingamother.

Mpendulo:babethewholefamilyishere.

Me:okay.Isthereanotherwayicangoandputona

doekwithoutthemseeingme?

Mpendulo:doyousomeonewithadoekthere?Let's

go.

Heheldmyhandandwentin.

Mpendulo:sanibonaniekhaya..

Theygreetedback.

OldWoman:isthatourmakoti?

Mpendulo:yebo.Uyelo.Sthandwasamithisismy

family.Weareaverybigfamily.Thisisnot

everyone.Somewillbeheretomorrow.

OldWoman:shelookstooyoungbuticanseeshe

lovesyouandlookslikeagoodperson.Youdid

goodbywaiting.Looknowyoufoundagood

woman.Icanhearbyhowthekidsandyour



brotherstalkaboutherthatyou'vefoundagood

woman.Treatherright.Don'tlistentowhatothers

say.Thisrelationshipisbetweenyouandher.No

oneelse.AndwenaZinzileyoushouldstoptryingto

arrangewivesforhim.You'vetriedbeforeandfailed.

Mykids,loveeachotherandcherishyourlove.

Wewerenowseated.

Hisgogowasnowgivingusadviceaboutmarriage.

Gogo:Mpendulo,youdon'thityourwife.There'sa

wayyoureprimandher.Learntotalktoherina

goodmanner.Nosleepingout.Thisisabigstep

you'retaking.Meaningyoumustleaveyourold

waysbehindandlivelikeahusband.Sisi,your

husbandmustberespectedjustashemustrespect

you.Thisisnowyourfamily.Youdon'ttalkabout

yourmarriageaffairswithyourfriends.Yourfriends

mightturnouttobeyourenemiesandtalkabout

everythingthatyoutoldthem.Yousolvethingswith

yourhusband.Andifyoucan't,yourmotherinlawis



hereforthat.Andfinally.Iwantgrandkids.Yousee

howbigthisfamilyis?Iwantmoregreatgrandkids.

WeloveyouandwewelcomeyoukwaKhoza.All

thesepeopleyouseehereareyourauntiesand

uncles.Yourmothersandfathers.Feelfreeand

at.home.

Me:thankyou.

Mpendulo:gogothankyouforyourbeautifulwords.

Weappreciateit.

Laterwefoundoutthatallthesepeopleareherefor

Mpendulo'sbirthday.Ididn'tevenknowitwashis

birthdayintwodays.LuckilyBonolo'sworkplace

canmakethecakeandLerato'srestaurantwilldo

catering.Icrackedmyheadthinkingofwhatim

goingtogethimashispresent.Butiendedup

gettingit.

[07/06,18:58] :*STORYOFMY
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*CHAPTER8*

NARRATED

TodayisMpendulo'sbirthdayandmorefamily

membershavearrived.Everyoneisbusymoving

aroundgettingthingsready.Thecateringpeople

arealreadyhereandsomearedecoratingthe

backyardwheretheyaregoingtohavetheparty.

MuzicametofetchMpendulointhemorningso

thathewon'tknowwhatisgoingon.Afterthey

weredonewithrenovationsandputtingthingsin

placetheyallgatheredaroundandwaitedforthe

manofthemoment.TheyallgotreadyasMuzirold

themthattheyarecoming.MuziandMpendulo

arrivedandtheyallshouted"surprise!"

Muzi:happybirthdaybafo.Weknowyoudon't

usuallycelebrateyourbirthdaysbuttodaywehad

todothis.Toshowourloveandappreciationto

you.Weloveyouandwearethankfulforeverything

thatyoudoforthisfamily.Enjoy.



Mpendulo:thankyou.Thankyouforthis.Even

thoughit'sunusualbutimhappy.

Khanyo:bhuticomeandcutyourcake.

Hiseyeswanderedaroundandlandedon

Keatlaretsi.HewenttowhereKeatlaretsiwasand

tookherhand.

Mpendulo:imissedyou.

Kea:imissedyoutoo.

Hekissedherforeheadthenwenttowherethecake

was.Theysangforhimandhecutthecakeand

tookaverybigportionandwenttositonhischair.

Peoplesaidtheirspeechesthankinghim.

AuntyZinzile:ijustthoughtishouldalsosay

something.Happybirthdaytoyoumybrother'sson.

Indeedthishadtobedone.Weknowhowyouarea

bighelptoourfamilyandwedidthistoshowyou

thatweloveyou.50yearsisnotchild'splay.Happy

50thbirthday.

KEATLARETSI



"Happy50thbirthday."iwillneverforgetthesmirk

onauntyZinzile'sface.It'slikesheknewthatidon't

knowhisage.Howcouldhenottellmehisage?I

thoughtmaybehe'sinhis30sorearly40s.He

looksyoung.21years!Suchahugegap!He's

almostmyuncleanddad'sage!Ifeltaholdonmy

handtighten.It'slikehecouldseeorfeelwhatim

feelingrightnow.Howcouldhejustkeepquiet

aboutsuchanimportantmatter?Itriedpushingitto

thebackofmyheadandfocusonhisparty.Ididn't

wanttoshoweveryonethathisagehassomehow

affectedme.AuntyZinzilekeptlookingatmeandi

didn'twanttogiveherthesatisfaction.Iknowshe

doesn'tlikemeatall.Allinallthedaywasfunand

wonderful.Theotherrelativeslefttohisbrothers

placesandsomeremained.

Gogo:mychildcomehere.Iwouldliketotalktoyou.

She'smakingmelate.IhavetogowithBonolobuti

can'tjustgowithouttalkingtoher.

Me:okaygogo.



MyphonebeepedanditwasBonolo."Iknowyou

wanttorunawaybutthatwon'tsolveanything.Stay

andtalktohim.Imsurehehadhisreasonsfornot

tellingyou.

Iwenttositwithgogo.

Gogo:howare.you?

Me:imgood.

Gogo:iknowyou'renot.Discoveringhisagemight

havecomeasashock.Iknowit'stoomuchbut

pleasedon'tleavehim.Eversinceyoucameinto

hislifehe'sonlybeenhappy.It'sgoodtoseehim

smiling.Iknewhehadfoundhiswifewhenhetold

meaboutyou.

Me:yeshisagecameasshockbutIwillnotleave

him.Ilovehimandthatwillnotchange.It'sjustthat

thisshockedme.

Gogo:iunderstand.Doyouhavesiblings?

Me:no.

Gogo:you'reanonlychild?

Me:yes.Mymotheralwayslostherchildrenandim



theonlyonethatsurvived.

Gogo:sorryaboutthat.Don'toverthink.Takeiteasy

andtalktohim.Youcanleavenow.

Iknowipromisedgogothatiwilltalktohimbutthis

istoomuch.Ifeellikehemanipulatedmeintobeing

withhim.Whydidn'thetellmeabouthisagebefore

wecouldstartdating?Ihadtofindoutfromhis

auntie.Thelookonherface!

Itakemycellphoneandwentinsidethehouse.I

bumpintoauntyZinzileonmywayout.

Zinzile:whereareyougoing?Areyouplanningon

runningaway?

Me:auntieIknowthat'swhatyouwant.Didyou

thinkwhatyousaidwillmakemeleave?Iwon'tdo

that.Healreadytoldmehisage.Excuseme.

Imoveasideandgotothebedroomandtakea

shower.Tobehonestthisagethinggottome.Ilied



toherandsaidhetoldmebecauseIdidn'twanther

tothinkshewon.Ifinishtakingashowerandlotion

andgetintomynightdressandgownbefore

Mpendulocomesin.Ifeellikethisisadream.I

leavethebedroomandgotothespareroomto

sleepthere.Butireallycan'tsleep.He's21years

olderthanme!IneverthoughtIwouldfindmyselfin

asituationlikethis.Howcouldifallinlovewith

someonewho'salmostmyfather'sage?Myfather

is63!Whatishegoingtosay?Willhereallyallowit?

Butwhataboutwhatiwant?Myheartwantshim

butmyheadsaysotherwise.Allthesethoughtsin

myheadaregivingmeaheadache.Igetupandput

onmygownandgobacktoourbedroom.Itouch

thedoorhandleanddebatewithmyselfwhetherto

goinornot.Ifinallyopenthedoorandgetin.He

wassittingonthebedwithhiselbowsonhisknees

andhandsonhishead.Icouldseethathewas

thinkinghard.Iwenttotheclosetandtookhis

presents.

Me:heybabe.Ihaveyourpresenthere.

Mpendulo:come.



Iwenttositnexttohim.Igavehimhispresents.

Mpendulo:thankyoubaby...imsorry.Iknowi

shouldhavetoldyouaboutmyage.Iwasgoingto

tellyou.

Ismiledandkissedhim.

Me:it'sfine.Iloveyouandiwillloveyouevennow

afterknowingyourage.Ilovedyoubeforebefore

knowingyouragesothatmusttellyousomething.

Whatiloveaboutyouisthatyoucareforme.You

leaveeverythingthatyouaredoingwhenyousee

thatimnotfine.Youalwaysmakesurethatimfine.

Youputmefirstandyouhavegoodintentionswith

me.Whenimwithyouicanbemyself.Youarejust

sogoodtomeandikeepfallinginlovewithyou

everymoment.

Mpendulo:youhavenoideahowhappythatmakes

me.Andipromiseimgoingtoloveyouforaslong

aswelive.I'llbebackjustnow.

Igotunderthecoversashewentoutoftheroom.

Hecamebackwithaplateonhishandandjuice.



Mpendulo:isawthatyoudidn'ttouchyourcakeand

iknowhowyouloveitsoifetchedsomeforyou.

Me:thankyou.Icouldn'teatwithauntyZinzile's

stares.Thewayshewaslookingatmeit'sasifshe

expectedmetorunaway.Idon'tknow.It'slikeshe

expectedmetoreactdifferently.

Mpendulo:don'tmindthatwitch.Canyoubelieve

shetemperedwithmycartopreventthelobolo

fromhappening?Shecausedtheaccidentonly

becauseshedidn'twantmetomarryyou.

Wow.Sheevenputhislifeindangerjustbecause

shedoesn'twanthimtomarryme?Amithatbad?

Whygotothatextent?

Me:ohmyGod.WhatifsomethingworseHappened?

Ididn'tthinkshe'dgothatfar.

Mpendulo:butyoudon'thavetoworryabouther.

Shewon'ttryanythingagain.How'smylittlechamp?



Me:he'sbeensogoodtoday.

Mpendulo:tellmeifyou'rehungry.Iknowyoudon't

eatmuchwhentherearealotofpeople.

Me:imfine.Iwillhavethiscakethough.

Heopenedhisgiftswhileiate.Hissmilewas

everything.Itshowedthathelovedallhispresents.

Igothimakeyholder,awatchandacustomized

walletwrittenMMKhoza.

Mpendulo:ilovethiskeyholder.WheneverImiss

myfamilyiwilllookatit.Thankyou.

Ithasapictureofusandthekids.

Me:ididn'tknowwhattogetyou.Whatdoyouget

forsomeonewhohaseverything?

Mpendulo:you'remyeverything.

Hewatchedmeeatingthecakeuntilifinished.He

tooktheplateback.Hetookoffhisclothesandput



onpajamasandweslept.

Me:babe,betweenyouandMuziwho'stheolderone?

Mpendulo:imtheolderone,followedbyMzwakhe

thenMuzi,Mabutho,Bongani,Siyabongaand

Nokukhanya.

Me:where'sMzwakhe?

Mpendulo:he'sinSwaziland.Heonlycomeshome

onceinawhile.ReasonbeingauntyZinzile'sdoings.

Shedidthesamethingshedidtomehisbrideto

be.FromthereonhemovedtoSwaziland.She

hatedthepoorwomanjustbecauseshewasSwati.

Me:wow.

Mpendulo:butwe'vemadepeacewithit.

Icouldseethatthismatterhithome.

Thefollowingdayiwokeupandwenttotakea

showerthenwenttothekitchentomakebreakfast.



Voice:leaveeverythingasitis.You'renotyet

marriedintothisfamily.You'renotourbrideyet.

Youcan'tbecookingforus!

Wheredidshegetthat?Isittheirzulutradition?

Thiswomanhatemealotshame.Iswitchoffthe

stoveandgotothesittingroom.

Khanyo:heyKea.

Ma:goodmorningmychild.

Me:goodmorningma.Hiwdidyousleep?

Ma:goodandyou?

Me:good.HkwareyouKhanyo?

Khanyo:I'mgood.

Ma:howisthebaby?

Me:good.He'sgrowing.

Ma:that'sgood.

Everyonecameintothesittingroomandweallsat



andwaitedforauntie.Shecameandsatdown.

Auntie:sowearenothavingbreakfasttoday?Kea

didn'tyousayyouweregoingtocook?

Me:auntieiwascookingandyousaidimuststop

becauseI'mnotyetabridetothisfamilysoI'mnot

allowedtocook.

Auntie:idon'tremembertellingyouthat.

Mpe:Keatlaretsilet'sgo.Shewillcookforeveryone

here.

Igotupandfollowedhim.Heopenedthecardoor

formethenwenttohisside.

Mpe:areyougoingtocryabouteverythingshesays

aboutyou?

Me:everyone'seyeswereonme!Sheembarrassed

me.

Mpe:itoldyoutoignorethatwitch.Canyouplease

stopcrying?Iwillbuybreakfastforusandshe's

leavingtoday.Youwon'thavetodealwithher.



Icrymorethinkingabouthowembarrassediwas.

Mpe:cryingwillnothelpyou.Shewillalwayshave

somethingtosay.Ifthisishowyoubehavethen

you'regoingtocryyourwholelife.

Me:I'mhungry.Andit'sherfault.

Mpe:iwillbuyyouanythingyouwant.Juststop

crying.

Me:ican'twaittoeat.Thisbabyeatsalot.

Mpe:butyou'retheoneeatingalot.ButI'mnot

complaining.Mybabyisgrowing.

Me:whataboutme?

Mpe:whataboutyou?

Me:nevermind.

HedrovetoLerato'srestaurantandgotourfood

thenateinthecar.Ifinishedmyfoodsofast.Itwas



sodelicious.

Mpe:whyareyoulookingatmenow?

Me:I'mnotfull.

Mpe:here.Youcanhavehalfofmine.

Me:thankyou.

Ikissedhischeek.

Mpe:ifearpregnantwomen.

Me:justsayifyoudon'twantmetohaveyourfood.

Mpe:youcanhaveitall.

Me:iloveyou.

Mpe:meormyfood?

Me:yourfood.Justfornow.

Ilookathimlaughingandhejoins.
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Aweeklater

IcamehomeonFridayandicouldn'thelpbutworry.

WhatifauntyZinziledoessomethingagainandthe

lobolonegotiationsdon'thappen?idon'tknowhowi

fellasleeplastnightthinkingaboutthis.Iwokeup

inthemorningandtookabath.Ikeptgoingtothe

windowtocheckiftheyhavearrived.WhenIsaw

mygrandmotherIcouldn'tholdmyself.Ididn'tcare

thattheysaidimustnotgetoutofthisroombefore

theycallme.Iranoutandmetherbythedoor.I

cried.Imissedmygrandmother.Butmost

importantlyiwascryingbecauseiwashappythat

shemadeit.

Grandma:let'sgoin.You'renotsupposedtobeout



here.

Wewentinwithmeholdingherhand.WhenRapula

andigotmarriedorwhatithoughtwasusgetting

marriedmygrandmotherdidn'tcome.Shesaidshe

wasbusy.Butiknewshewasn'tandithurtme.

Me:thankyouforcomingkoko.

Grandma:yourfathersentsomeonetofetchme.

Whenhetoldmeyourbridepricewillbepaidihad

tobehere.Mydaughter'sonlychildisgetting

married.

Me:I'mhappyyou'rehere.

Grandma:nowdon'tleavethisroomuntiltheyask

foryou.Anddon'tstress.Everythingwillgowell.

Shelefttheroomandiwentbacktothewindow

andLuckilytheyarrivedandwereaskingtobeletin

andsayingourclannames.Nowicanfinallyrelax.I

knowtheyhaven'tstartedyetbutimhappythat



theyarrivedandnothingwronghappened.

"Babe,ijustwantedyoutoknowthatwehave

arrivedsafely.Ican'twaittoseeyouasmywife.

Seeyoulater."

Ismiledafterreadingthetext.

"Imhappythatnothinghappenedthistime.Where

areyou?"

"Imatthatfavouriteplaceofyours.Ihadtoget

somethingtoeat.Willtalklater."

Iputmyphonedownandjustsatdownandwaited

tobecalled.Itlookslikemyphoneisbjsytoday.It

keepsbeeping.

"Keatlaretsipleasemeetmeathome.Ireallywanna

talktoyou.KeRapula."

Whatdoeshewantnow?Iblockedhisnumberbut

hekeepschangingthem.Ideletedthetextand

breatheoutloud.Itbeepsagain.

Bonolo:whyareyouignoringthatphone?



Me:keRapula.Idon'twanttotalktohim.

Bonolo:ithoughtyoucutalltieswithhim!Thisisan

importantdayforyouhebetternotruinit.

Me:hekeepschanginghisnumbersafteriblock

them.Hesaysimustcomekwabonehewantsus

totalk.

Bonolo:imgoingtohimbeforetheyletthekhozasin.

Hemustnotdareruinthisbeautifulday!

Me:immovingonwithmylife.Hemustjustfocus

onhiswifeandleavemealone.

Bonolo:I'llmakesureofthat.

ShegotoutandiwasleftwithDipuo,Regoand

Mannonomycousins.

Rego:tobehonestIthinkyou'remakingamistake.

Rapswagorata.

Me:wellIdon'tlovehim.

Rego:andyou'vecometothatdecisioninwhat?

Eightmonths?Betterthedevilyouknowthanthe

onedontknow.Mencheatandthatwontchange.

Whenthisonecheatsyouwillleavehimtoo?



Apparentlyallmencheatbesidesherhusband.

Me:ifyouknowsomuchaboutthatRapsofyours

wjydon'tyoutakehimforyourself?Pleasedon't

ruinmyday.

Dipuo:don'tmindher.Thisisgoingtobea

successfuldayandjustbehappyandignoreher.

Mannono:butimwithRegoonthisone.Yougo

fromthakatsagagoandgoforagrandpa.Idon't

evenknowwhatyou'relookingforcositcan'tbe

money.Youhavelotsofthat.Hewilldiesoon.The

guyistooold.

Dipuo:whatmattersistheirloveandnotage.

Mannono:becarefuloftheseoldmen.Whyishe

onlygettingmarriednow!

Me:please!Youaremakingnoise.Stoptalking

aboutthingsyouknownothingabout!

Myphoneringsandianswer.



Mpendulo:sthandwasamihiwarethingsgoing

there.

Me:umfine.

Mpendulo:don'tlietome.Youknowyoucannever

lietome.

Me:okay.Idon'tknowhowit'sgoing.Yourfamilyis

stillatthegate.

Mpendulo:okay.Babe...Youwouldn'tchangeyour

mindaboutusright?

Me:no,why?

Mpendulo:ijustsawyourex.Helookedangry.

Me:babeiwouldn'tletyourfamilycomealltheway

herejusttoembarrassthem.Iloveyouandthat's

notgoingtochange.Noonewillstopusfrombeing

together.Ichoseyouandiwillalwayschooseyou.

There'snothingtoworryabout.

Mpendulo:okay.Ngiyak'thandaMawakhe.

Me:iloveyoutooandican'twaittoseeyou.Bye.

"Imback.They'vejustletthekhozasinnow."



Ireleasedabigbreathe.

Mannono:ijustsawamanwithwhitehair!Isthat

yourfiance?

Shelaughed.Likereallyhard.Thisisoneofthe

reasonsIdon'tgetalongwithher.Idon'tknow

what'sfunny?

Me:BonolodidyouseeMpendulo?

Nolo:no.Butisawhiscar.

Afterawhilemyauntycametocallmesothatwe

cangotowherethenegotiationswereheld.

Me,Mannono,BonoloandDipuowenttothere.We

satdown.

Uncle:whichoneofourthreeflowersdidyoucome

topick?

M.uncle:theoneinthemiddle.

Uncle:Keatlaretsidoyouknowthesepeople?

Inoddedasasignofagreeing.

Uncle:youcanleave.



Wegotupthenwentbacktomyroom.Icouldnow

breath.Iwasreallyholdingmybreathforawhile

yoh.

Nolo:pleaseexcuseus.

Theyleftsulking.

Nolo:it'sdonedown.You'retraditionallyhiswife.

Youdon'thavetocry.

Me:it'sjusttearsofhappiness.Yousawthatman

withblackjacket?Theirauntcausedanaccident

tostophimfromgettingmarriedandhisbridegot

intoanaccidentandthat'sthereasonhedoesn't

stayinsa.ShewasalsoresponsibleforMpendulo's

accident.Soiwasholdingmybreaththatnothing

happensthistime.

Nolo:andnothinghappened.Youcanrelax.Imso

happyforyou.Anddon'tworryaboutRapula.I

talkedtohimandimsurehewillnotdosomething

stupid.SomakotiwakwaKhozahowdoyoufeel?

Me:happy!Ican'tbelievethisishappening.

Theauntiescameandgavemeadvice.Theywere



tellingmehowtobehaveandwhattoexpectin

marriage.AfterthatiwastoldtotakeMpendulo's

foodtohim.Theyshowedmewhichroomhewasin.

Aunty:don'tforgettokneeldown.Showthemyou

wereraisedwell.

Me:rakgadiI'mpregnant.Whatififall?

Aunty:youwon't.

Itookthetraywithhisfoodandtookittohim.He

waswithothermenfromhisfamily.Theywere

eatingbutnothim.Ikneeldownandputhisfoodon

thetablethengetthewaterandhelphimwashhis

hands.Hewasallsmiles.

Mpendulo:thankyoumywife.

Ismiledandwentout.Thatfeltlikeiwasinthere

forhours.Afterifetchedtheplateswhentheywere

done.Hesentmeatextthatimustcometothecar.

Mpendulo:ihavesomethingforyou.

Hereachedtheplasticandgavemeasphatlo.

Aaaah!It'slikehecouldfeelhowimcravingfor



MmeMoeketsisphatlo.

Me:thankyouforthis.

Mpendulo:howareyou?

Me:imgood.Ijustmissedyou.Ihaven'tseenyouin

awholeweek.

Mpendulo:nowimhere.You'remywife.Finally!

Eventhoughyourunclewasmakingthingshardfor

myfamilyandalsomyunclebeingstubborn.Butim

gladeverythingwentwell.

Me:ihavetogoback.Theymustbelookingforme.

Mpendulo:canyoupleasestayabit?Maybe10

minutes?

Me:babeyou'llhavemealltoyourself.We'releaving

together.

Mpendulo:okay.

Itookmykotaandwentback.Iateitandwentto

myroomtotakeanap.Iwaswokenafterawhile

andtheyweresingingoutside.

Aunty:it'snowtimetoleave.They'verequestedto



leavewithyou.

Me:didisleepforalong?

Aunty:itmustbethebabymakingyousleeplikethis.

Letsamayesentle.Oitshwaresentle.

Me:eyarakgadi.

Ihuggedherandtookmyhandbagandwenttolook

fordad.Ifoundhiminthelounge.

Me:papa

Dad:ngwanake.

Iwenttohughim.

Dad:improudofyouandhowfaryouhavecome.

Yourin-lawshaverequestedtoleavewithyou.Don't

forgetaboutme.Call.Iloveyouandifthere's

anythingyouneedcallme.Gettingmarrieddoesn't

meanyoushouldforgetaboutus.

Me:dadyouknowyoucomefirsttome.Ifitwasupto

meyouwouldmovetoPretoriatobeclosetome.but

youdon'twantto.

Dad:ibuiltthisplacewithyourmotherandiwilldie



here.Gowell.

Me:iwillcallassoonasIarrive.

Wehuggedforsometimeandleft.

Mpendulo

Ilookedatthewomaninfrontofmeandinthat

instantiknewthatGodisgood.Hegavemethis

beautifulwoman.Imblessed.Ihaveeverythinga

mancanaskfor.whatmorecaniaskfor?

Kea:doyouwantsomecake?

Me:noiwantyou.

Sheblushedlookingdown.Istillgotit.Thisoldman

canstillmakeawomanblush.

Kea:babeourfamiliesarehere.Beserioustuu.

Me:imserious.Icanevenkickthemout.

Shelaughed.

Kea:that'stakingittoofar.Theyareleavinginthe

eveningandwewillhavethehousetoourselves.



Me:okayiguessamancanonlybepatient.

OurfamiliesareatmyplaceinDurban.Theywere

hereforthetraditionalwedding.Firstlythewedding

tookplacebackatmygrandmother'splacethen

camehere.Wethenwenttosignthenhada

celebration.It'snowofficial.Immarriedtomy

sweetheart.Theloveofmylife.Eventhoughthings

wentquick,ibelievethisispermanent.Ilovemy

wife.Iwouldgocrazyifsheleftme.Beforemeeting

heriwasn'tevensureifiwouldevergetmarried.

Butshecameandchangedeverything.

Thefollowingday

Everyonehadleftandnowmywife'sfather,uncles

andgrandfatherwereontheirway.Mywifewas

sulkingbecauseherfatherwasleaving.

K.dad:pleasetakecareofmydaughter.I'mtrusting

youwithmylittlegirl.Ihopethatyouwilltreather

well.



Me:ipromisetotreatherwell.She'singoodhands.

K.dad:that'sgood.

Kea:papaidon'twantyoutogo.Atleaststayfora

week.

K.dad:iwillcalleveryday.Gaosalengwanaakre?

Youhavetolearntolivewithoutmealwaysbeing

byyourside.Idon'thavemuchtimeinthisworld.

Butiknowyouwillbetakencareof.

Kea:papadon'ttalklikethat.Please.

K.dad:sorry.Wewilltalkeveryday.

Kea:papaareyousick?You'resuddenlytalking

aboutdeath!

K.dad:imnotsick.Papawagoratawautlwe?

Kea:lennakagoratapapa.

Shehuggedherfathersniffing.Thenmovedtoher

grandfather.Afterthatthedriverdrovethemtothe

airport.

Me:babeyourfatherisalright.

Kea:he'ssuddenlytalkingaboutdeath.Whatdoyou



wantmetothink?

Me:wecanalwaysdrivetoRustenburgwhenyou

misshim.Youwillbefine.Andhewillbebackfor

thewhiteweddingsoon.

Kea:imnotgettingmarriedwhilepregnant.

Me:Khanyisilewetalkedandagreedonthis.

MyfamilygaveherthenameKhanyisile.She

broughtlighttomylife.She'stheonlyonewhowas

givenaname.Mygrandmotherspecificallygave

herthisname.

Kea:I'llbebig.

Me:youwon'tbebig.Andyou'renotshowingyet.

Wearegettingmarriedintwomonthstime.

Kea:I'llbefivemonths!Besides,we'vealready

signed.

Me:andiwantustohaveawedding.Iknowyou

wantthistoo.Andyoubeingpregnantwillnotstop

usfromhavingthiswedding.

Kea:okay.



Ihuggedher.Iknowshedoesn'tagreewiththisbut

Ihopeiwasabletogetthroughtoher.

[07/06,18:58] :*STORYOFMY

LIFE:KEATLARETSI*

*CHAPTER10*

Todayimdoingmylastdayatworktheniwillgo

backtomycompany.Leavingthisplaceisso

emotional.I'vebeenworkinghereforfouryears.

Theownerofthiscompanyismymentor.Shesaw

potentialinmewhenIjoinedthisplaceanddecided

thatshewillmentorme.I'velearntalotfromher.I

willapplythatknowledgeinmycompany.

Yesterdaytheydidafarewellpartyformeandim

blessedtohavepeoplewholovemelikemy

colleaguesdo.Iwillalwayscherishthem.

"Keaiswearitoldheryouarebusybutsheinsisted

oncominghere."

ThatisBontlemyassistant.She'sactuallymy



righthandwoman.Idoeverythingworkrelatedwith

her.Meandherareveryclosebutnotonapersonal

level.She'salsogoingtoworkwithmeinmy

company.Ialreadyaskedthebossandsheagreed.

Me:itsfineBontle.Youcanleaveus.

Shegotoutandclosedthedoor.

Me:Khanyowhatareyoudoinghere?Doesyour

brotherknowyouarehere?

Khanyo:yes.Imstillonrecesssoitsnotaproblem.

Me:ofcoursenot.Howareyou?

Khanyo:verygood!

Me:youlookhappy.

Khanyo:iamhappy.Iwontbespendingmyholidays

withmomanddadsoiamhappy.

Me:wow.Sohowdidyougethere?

Khanyo:uber.Iactuallyranaway.Doyouknowhow

yourdaughterwantedtocomehere?Shesaidyou

lefther.Shewascrying.

Me:shecrieseverydayileavehome.SotodayIhave



toknockoffearlysowecangotothemallandbuy

heranythingshewants.

Welaughed.AknockdisturbedusandGod!What

doeshewanthere?Ithoughtmeandhimaredone.

Me:Rapuladumela

Rap:hey.Longtime.Haveyoubeenignoringme?

Me:andwhywouldIdothat?

Heshrugshisshoulders.

Khanyo:imgoingtogetusfood.Imleavingwhen

youleaveoryourhusbandwillmakemebabysit

yourkids.Andthat'sabigno!

Me:wontyougetboredhere?Oryouwanttolearn

simethingaboutfinances?

Shelaughed.Shehasareallyloudlaugh.

Khanyo:nothanks.Imfinedoingmedicine.Sooni

willbetreatingyouforfree.

Sherushedoutlaughing.

Rap:husband?who'sthat?



Me:thatsnokukhanyamysisterinlaw.

Rap:youarereallymarried.Whatdoesthatfool

havethatmadeyoumarryhimsofast?

Me:myhusbandisnotafool.

Rap:Keatlaretsithatweddingwonthappen.Imight

haveletthestupidtraditionalweddinghappenbut

restassuredtherewillbenowhitewedding

happening!

Me:that'snotuptoyou.Anddonteventrytostop

mywedding.Ifyoueverconsideredmeyourfriend

justlikeididyouwillnottryanything.

Rap:didyoueverloveme?it'snotevenayearbut

alreadyyougotmarried.

Me:youknowidid.Icaredaboutyouandyoutook

myfeelingsforgranted.

Rap:wecanstillfixthings.Itsnottoolate

Me:imsorry.Itstoolateforthat.Ilovemyhusband.

Youknow?IneverthoughtI'deverrecoverfrom

whatyoudidtome.Buthereiam.Ineverthoughti

wouldloveanothermanagain.Butmyhusband



changedthat.Heshowedmetheresstillpuretrue

loveoutthere.Heshowedmewhattrueloveis.He

caresformyhappinessmorethanhisown.He

lovesmewithoutanycondition.Hedoesntloveme

forwhatihave.Helovesmeforme.Hecaresabout

meandnotmymoney.Somethingiexpectedfrom

youmybestfriend.Mybrother.Butwhatyoudidis

crushmyspiritandhe'sdoingagoodjobatfixing

that.Thatswhyilovehim.Ilovehimbecausehe

lovesme.Becausehemakesmehappy.Imhappy

wheniamwithhim.Morethanieverthoughti

couldbe.Ineverthoughtiwouldbethishappyand

inlove.Imsorrybuttheresnowayicanletgoofall

ofthat.Asisaidbefore.Iwishyouthebest.Ihope

youfindthatonepersonthatmakesyouhappylike

hedoestome.Notsomeonewhowilltellyouto

plotonyoucanrobsomeone.Thatpersondoesnt

loveyou.Theyareonlydestroyingyou.Youcanstill

changethat.Goodluckwithyourlife.

"Mommyyou'rehere.whydidyouleaveme?"

Andnow?Whyishebringingthekidstowork?

Mpe:wemissedyouandwearetakingyouout.It's



yourknockofftime.

Me:iwasjustwaitingforKhanyo.Whydidyou

comewiththem?imatwork.

Mnqobi:sthandwadaddyisgoingtodowhateverwe

want.Whoknows?Imightgetmybicycle.

Ididn'tseeRapulaleave.Ijustheardthedoorbang.

Wellimhappyitoldhimwhatwasinmychest.I

justhopehelistenedandwillchoosetherightpath

forhislife.

Khanyocomesbackanditakemystuffandweall

leavebutnotbeforesayinggoodbyetomyboss.

WespendthedayinBrooklynmallbuyingthingsfor

thekids.IswearMpendulowastesmoney.

WhateverLisaasksforhewouldtellhertotakeit.

Evenmnqobihegothimabicycleandnewgames.

WhatI'venoticedisheloveshischildren.Hedoes

anythingforthem.Well,meontheotherhandidid

furnitureshoppingforourhousewithKhanyowhile

thekidswerewiththeirfather.Ievendidsome

shoppingformyhusband.Ihopeheloveswhati

boughtforhim.Afterweweredonewewentback



homeandigotdowntothepots.Onethingforsure

isimarriedamanwhodoesntliketakeaways.Soi

havetocookrealfoodforhimashecallsit.Ithank

GodforBonoloteachingmehowtocoom.Orelsei

don'tknow.Icookedmogoduandpapandput

spinachontheside.Hisfavourite.Afteriwasdone

itwasalreadydinnertime.Khanyohadleft.She'sat

Siyabonga'splace.Itookthefoodtothetableand

wenttocalleveryonetoeat.

Mpe:smellsniceinhere.Mmhicantwaittotaste.

Me:sitdown.Ihopeyouenjoy.

Mpe:comeherefirst....iloveyou.Neverforgetthat.

Ikissedhim.Imblessedtohavehimasmy

husbandandicantwaittosayido.Thekidscame

tooandwehadagrouphug.

LisaandMnqobi:weloveyoumom.

Me:iloveyoutoo.

Mpe:whataboutme?

Mnqobi:thefoodisgettingcold.

Welaughedandsitdown.Westartedeating.Notto



blowmyownhornbutkedigatile.Ioutdidmyself.

Mpe:thisfoodisdelicious.Canihaveanotherplate?

Mmh.

Me:okay.

IgavehimanotheroneandIcouldseethathewas

enjoyinghimselve.Afterweweredoneiwentto

givethekidsashowerthenreadabedtimestory.

Lisa'sidea.Aftertheywerefallingasleepileftand

wenttoourbedroom.Itookoffmyclothesand

wenttoshower.Iwentandshoweredthendried

myselfandwentback.

Mpe:whydidn'tyouwaitforme?

Me:youshouldhavetoldme.

Hetookoffhisclothesandijustlotionthengot

intomynightdressandgotunderthecovers.Itook

myphoneandjustcheckedmyemailsuntilmy

husbandcameback.Healsojoinedmeinbed.

Mpe:ossthandwasami.Howfarareyouwiththe

weddingplanning?

Me:imstilllookingforavenue.Ihaven'tfoundone



thatilove.

Mpe:imsureyouwillfinditthisweeksinceyouare

notgoingtowork.

Me:yeah.AndBonolowillhelpmesinceshesnot

workingthisweek.

Mpe:youlookexcited.

Me:thisismyfirstwhiteweddingandit'swiththe

manlove.Soimboundtobeexcited.

Mpe:iheardyourconversationwithRapula.

Me:whateveryouheardjustknowthatimeantit.

Mpe:iknow.Andiloveyou.

Me:andiloveyoumorentatemogolo.

Mpe:amiagramdpa?

Me:Mannonomycousinsaidso.Saidyou'retoo

oldforme.Thaticoulddobetter.

Welaughed.

Mpe:wellwhatdidyousay?

Me:thatilovethisgrandpaofmime.Itdoesn't



matterwhatanyonesays.

Mpe:andthisgrandpadoesntcare.Aslongashis

wifeishappy.Sheshappyright?

Me:veryhappy.

Mpe:ifmywifeishappythenimhappy.

Westayedtalkingandlaughinguntilwefellasleep.

.........

ThenextdayIwentouttolookforavenuewith

Bonolo.We'vebeenlookingihaventfoundaplace

thatilike.Nowwearecurrentlyonourwaytolook

atanothervenue.Andimalreadytired.

Nolo:haveyoufoundbridemaids?

Me:yeah.You'remymaidofhonour.

Nolo:ialreadyknowthat

Me:thenkhanyoandBontlemyassistant.

Nolo:youshouldatleasthave5hle.Don'tyour

husbandhavecousins?

Me:idon'tliketheirfamily.



Nolo:Keaeketlepelehlemma.Youdon'tlikeyour

husband'sfamily?

Me:theyarepolygamousandtheymightinfluence

myhusband.

Nolo:ihopeit'sthefirstandlasttimeyousaythat!

Ifyourhusbandwantsasecondwifeitwontbe

becauseofthem.Itwillbehischoice.Sincewhen

haveyoustartedjudging?Idontknowyoulikethat.

Me:imjustscaredhewillchangeonmeandwanta

secondwifejustlikeRapulawanted.Hisunclehas

twowivesandhistwosonalsohavetwowives.

Whatsthat?

Nolo:theyarenotyourhusband.Stopthose

negativethoughts.Ifyouarethenwhatstheuseof

findingavenue?Youcan'tgetmarried.Youhaveto

besure.Wedontwantyouregrettingitlater.

Me:iwontregretanything.Imsure.

Nolo:thenthatsgood.Youshouldasktwogirls

fromyourhusbandscousinsthenyou'llbefine.

Nowafterthiswe'llfocusoncatering.Itwouldbe

goodiftheownersofthevenuealsodocatering.



Me:theplaceyouworkatcandocateringand

thingslikethose.

Nolo:wowthat'sgood.Thenwehavetolookfor

yourdress.

Me:thedressesaresorted.Bongani'swifeisa

designer.

Nolo:wehavetoseeherdesignsfirst.Youcant

wearshitjustbecauseitsdonebyfamily.Ifyou

don'tfindadressthatyoulovewecanconsider

otherdesigners.

Me:imhappytohaveyoubymyside.

Nolo:thatswhatfamilyisfor.

....

Imhappythatifoundavenue.Mydressisready

andeverythingisalmostover.Whatimmostly

happyforisRapulagivingmebackmyhouseand

company.Afterourtalkhesaidhehadtimetothink

abouteverythinganddecidedtodowhatisright.

IminmyroomsittingwithLisa.Mpendulotook

Mnqobibackhomebecauseschoolholidaysare



over.Lisacriednotwantingtogobackanditbroke

myheart.Wedecidedthatsheshouldstay.Ive

tryingtocallmpendulobuthe'snotpickinguphis

calls.Sinceyesterday.Itryhimagainandthistime

Mnqobiansweredandquicklycutthecall.Soonhe

wasvideocalling.

Me:heybaby

Mnqobi:mommyimissyou.Howareyou

Me:imgood.Wheresdaddy?

Mnqobi:imtakingthephonetohim.

Hewasgoingupthestairsthengotinsidearoom.

Hewenttoabedandtherehewassleeping.He

wascuddleduptoawomanwhoiassumedis

Mnqobismother.Thewayhewasholdingher.Ifelt

myheartbeatfast.Icouldn'tbelievethatthisis

happeningtomeagain.Iwipedatearandjustcut

thevideocall.ijoinedLisainbed.I'vebeenfeeling

sickandIthoughtIshouldlethimknowbutwhati

sawjustmadememoresick.Iputthelightoffand

sleptheartbroken.

......



Inthemorningiwokeuptowhispering.Iopened

myeyesandtherehewaswhisperingwithLisa.I

gotoffthebedandwenttothebathroom.He

attemptedtogetinbutishutthedoorandlocked

it.itookaverylongshower.Wheniwentbacktomy

roomtherewasnoone.Ilotionedandgotdress

thentookmyhandbag.Iwentdownstairsandthey

werewatching.

Mpendulo:morningmylove

Lisa:mommycanicomecomewithyou?

Me:didyoutakeabath?

Lisa:yes.

Me:okay.Let'sgo.

Mpendulo:wherearegoingto?

Me:imgoingtothedoctor.

Mpendulo:areyoualright?

Me:ifyoupickedyourcallsyouwouldhaveknown.

ItookLisa'shandamdweleft.Idrovetothe

hospitalfirst.Whenitwasourturnthedoctor



attendedtome.

Dr:pleasestopstressing.You'reputtingstarinon

thebabies.

Me:babies?

Dr:yesyou'recarryingtwins.

Me:mypreviousdoctordidn'tsay.

Dr:nowyoumusttakeiteasyandtakecareof

yourself.Foryourkidssake.

Lisa:mommyareokay?

Me:imfinebaby.

IdroveusbackhomeandMpendulowasstill

seatedonthesamespotilefthim.Iwentstraightto

thekitchenandiwarmedmyfood.Ihaven'thad

anythingtoeattoday.Itakeitamdgotothelounge.

Mpendulo:Lisasaysyouwenttothehospital.Are

yousick?

Me:noimfine.



Lisa:daddythedoctorsaid...

Me:Lisa.

Mpendulo:canwetalk?

Me:canieatmyfoodinpeace?

Mpendulo:whyareyoulikethis

Me:impostponingthewedding.

Mpendulo:whendidyoudecidethat?Anddon'ti

haveasayinthis?

Me:idon'tthinkwearereadytodothis.Let'sjust

waitandwhenwearesurewecangoonwithx.

Mpendulo:?Wearealreadymarried

Me:.Idon'twanttorepeatthesamemistaketwice.I

wanttobesurewhenIsayIdo.

Mpendulo:whatareyoutalkingabout?

Me:quitplayingMpendulo!Icalledandyoudidn't

pickupyourcalls.Iwassickandwantedtoknow

whenyouwerecomingback.Mnqobivideocalled

andthereyouwereinbedwithhismother.Holding

herasifshewasgoingtorun.Doyoustillloveher



andregretbeimgwithme?Imusedtobeing

rejected.Youcantellme.

Mpendulo:whatareyoutalkingabout!?

Me:you'restilldenyingit.Iseeyouarenotreadyto

talk.

Mpendulo:andwhereareyougoing?

Me:somewherepeaceful.Whereiwon'thaveto

overthinkthings.

Itookmyhandbagandwenttomycaranddrove

wherevertheroadwouldtakeme.

NARRATED

MpendulohasbeencallingKeatlaretsibutshewas

notpickinghiscalls.Hewasevenpanicking

becauseheevencalledBonoloandshesaidshe

hasn'tseenher.Heheardaknockandrushedtothe

door.

Mpendulo:babythankgodyou'reback.



Bongani:haywhat'swithyoucallingmebaby?

Mpendulo:ithoughtit'sKhanyisile.

Mabutho:where'sshe?

Mpendulo:wehadamisunderstandingandsheleft.

Mabutho:justlikethat?Whatdidyoudo?

Me:she'sstoppingthewedding.Iruinedagood

thing.Imsostupid.Whenifindagoodwomani

ruonit.

Bongani:whathappened?

Mpendulo:shesawmeandSnenhlanhlainbed.It's

notwhatyouthink.Herhusbandwasinvolvedinan

accidentandIhappenedtobethereandMnqobi

videocalledandshesawus.

Mabutho:Bhuti!Cantyouseewhatthatwomanis

doing?

Bongani:youleftherandnowshewantstoruin

thingsforyou.Therecouldbenoaccident.Thisis

allherplans.Shedoesn'twantyoutobehappyand

youfellrightintohertrap.



Mabutho:findherbeforeit'stoolateandfixthings.

Wouldyouhavesmiledifyoufoundherinbed

withherex?

Mpendulo:no!

Bongani:yousee.Idon'tblameher.

Keagotinandtheylookedatthedoor.

Mpendulo:imsorry.Pleaseforgiveme.

Keatlaretsi:imgoinghome.

Mabutho:Khanyisiledon'ttakeittoofar.Sitdown

andtalk.Weareleaving.

Thetwobrothersgotupandleft.

Mpendulo:imsorry.Iswearnothinghappened

betweenmeandSnenhlanhla.Shesaidshewas

scaredofbeingalone.Herhusbandgotintoan



accidentandshewasheartbroken.Ididn'tmeanto

hurtyou.

Keatlaretsi:andiwasn'tscaredofbeingalonehere?

Iwasaloneandsick.Whatifsomethinghappened?

Mpendulo:I'msorry.Pleasedon'tstopthewedding.

Keatlaretsi:doyouknowhowithurttoseeyoutwo

inbed?

Mpendulo:itwillneverhappenagain.

Keatlaretsi:andthefoolthatiamimjustgoingto

forgiveyou.

Mpendulo:i....

Keatlaretsi:ifthere'ssomethingyou'restillhiding

youbettertellmebeforewegetmarried.

Mpendulo:theweddingisnotpostponed?

Keatlaretsi:ifyoustillwantto...

Mpendulo:ofcourse.Ofcourse.Thankyou.I

sweariwillneverdoanythingtohurtyouagain.

Thankyou.Iwasscarediwasgoingtoloseyou.

Keatlaretsi:I'mgoingtomakesomethingtoeat.Im



hungry.

Mpendulo:sitdown.Iwillmakeitforyou.

Keatlaretsi:it'sfine.

Mpendulo:sitdownandletmecookforyou.

Keatlaretsi:imjustmakingasandwich.

Mpendulo:okay.

Shewenttothekitchentomakeasandwichthen

cametothelounge.

Mpendulo:yourphonewasringing.

Keatlaretsi:whoisit?

Mpendulo:noname.

Itringsagainandsheanswers.

Keatlaretsi:hi.

Voice:Rudo.Howareyou

Keatlaretsi:whatdoyouthink?Imfine.

Voice:imbackandwantedtoknowhowtouare

doing.



Keatlaretsi:you'veheardthatimfine.Sowhatnow?

Voice:givemeyouraddress.I'llcomethere

tomorrow.

Keatlaretsi:after10yearsFarai!Ithoughtyouwere

dead.

Farai:imalive.Soyouraddress?

Keatlaretsi:Faraiimgoingthroughsomethingright

now.Comenextweek.

Farai:you'remad.Anywayseeyoutomorrow.

Kea:you'retheonewho'smad.Don'tcome

here!....hecutthecall!

Mpendulo:who'sthat?

Keatlaretsi:nooneimportant.

Mpendulo:youwouldn'tbethatmadifhewasn't

important.

Keatlaretsi:it'smycousin.He'sbeenintheUKfor

tenyearsandhejustgotback.

Mpendulo:sowhyareyoumad?



Keatlaretsi:heforgotthatiexist.Evenchangedhis

number.Nowhewantstoseeme?Hestressed

grandmasohemustjustleavemealone.Idon't

wanthimtomakehersickagain.Hemustgoback

towherehe'scomingfrom.

Mpendulo:maybehe'sbackforgood.

Keatlaretsi:wellhemustwait.Ithinkimgoinghome

ifmydaddoesn'tcomehere.Imisshimsomuch.I

haven'tseenhiminawhile.

Mpendulo:haystop.Ithasn'tbeenamonthand

alreadyyouwanttogohome.Evenyourfatherwill

agreewithmewhenIsayyoumustgetusedtonot

seeinghiminalongtime.You'remarriednow.

Keatlaretsi:thisismydadwe'retalkingabout.You

alwaysseeyourfather.Rapulausedt....

Mpendulo:doyouseeRapulahere?Nxaaimoutof

here.

Keatlaretsi:imsorry.Ididn'tmeantomentionhis

name.

Mpendulo:don'twaitforme.



Keatlaretsi:comeon.Let'stalkaboutthis.

Mpendulo:doyouwantmetolistentoyoutalking

aboutyourex?

Keatlaretsi:itwon'thappenagain.Please.

Shewenttohimandstoodonhertoessothatshe

canreachhisheightbutshewasstillshort.Hebent

downandkissedher.

Mpendulo:inthishousewedon'ttalkaboutthat

name.

Keatlaretsi:nomore.Imsorry.

Mpendulo:wannashowmehowsorryyou

are?mmh

Keatlaretsi:yeah?

Hescoopedheroffthefloorandofftheywentto

theirroom.

....

Mpendulo:wheredoyouthinkyouaregoing?

Shewasgettingoutofbedbutheheldherback.



Keatlaretsi:imgoingtocheckonLisa.

Mpendulo:don'tworryabouther.she'satBongani's.

It'sjustmeandyouhere.

Heflippedheroverandwasnowontopofher.

Mpendulo:ngyakthandakhanyisile.

Keatlaretsi:namingyakthanda.

Mpendulo:wheredidyoulearnthat?

Keatlaretsi:whatdoyouthinkidowhenwe'realone

withLisahere?Angithiwenauyanghlekasoshe

teachesme.Didigetitright?

Mpendulo:yes.Butyousoundfunnybutyouwillget

there.

Keatlaretsi:butyou'relaughing.

Mpendulo:imsorry.

Kea:howwillilearnwhenyoulaugh?

Helaughedkissingher.

[07/06,18:59] :*STORYOFMY

LIFE:KEATLARETSI*



*CHAPTER11*

Mpendulowasbrushingmytummy.

Mpendulo:thankyouforthisbeautifulgift.How's

shetreatingyou?

Me:whosaidit'sagirl?

Mpendulo:meherfather.Iknowshe'sgoingtobe

mybeautifulprincess.

Me:thedoctorsaidit'stwins,andtheyaremaking

mesick.Andlazy.

Mpendulo:babiespleasestopmakingmommysick.

Yesyoucanmakehereatalotbutstopmakingher

sickneh

Hekissedmytummy.

Me:kejathataMpendulo?Isthatwhatyou'resaying?

Mpendulo:butbabeyoujustateasandwich.

Me:thatwashoursago.



Mpendulo:okayIwillorderfoodforus.

Me:noit'smineonly.Akerekejathata

Mpendulo:okayimsorry.Babytellmommyimsorry.

Please.

Me:ordermyfoodbeforekengala.

Mpendulo:women!youdon'tknowwhatwant.

Me:whatisthatsupposedtomean?Mxmdon'teven

botherwiththefoodanymore.

Mpendulo:babeiwasjoking.Youhavetoeatokay?

Sothatthebabiescangrow

Me:whataboutme?

Mpendulo:doyouwantmetoorderfoodforyouor

not?

Me:itoldyouiwantfood.

Mpendulo:okay.Youdon'thavetocry.Iwillorder

yourfood.

Iwokeupthefollowingdayfeelingtiredandweak.I



wentandtookabathhopingtobebetter.Afteri

wasdoneiwentdownstairsandfoundbreakfastin

theoven.Mpenduloleftforwork.It'sjustmesince

Lisaisnothere.Itookmyfoodandstartedeating.

Afteriwasdoneiwenttotakemyworkthingsand

droveofftowork.Ihadnothingtodoathome.

EveryonewasbusyasusualwhenIarrived.Igot

downtobusiness.

Bontle:areyoualrightKeatlaretsi?

Me:imfine.Justalrighttiredofthesemorning

sicknesses.

Bontle:butitwillallbeworthitwhenthebaby

arrives.Justhanginthere.

Me:yeah.Imthinkingoftakingleaveuntiligive

birth.Ijusthavetofindsomeonewhoiscapableof

runningmycompany.

Bontle:okayIwillgetontoit.Someonefromoutside

oraroundhere?

Me:someonefromthiscompany.Doyouthinkyou

couldbeinchargewhileimaway?I'llpopinnow

andthen.Youdidwelllasttime.



Bontle:webothknowimnotqualifiedforthat.Even

thoughI'velearntalotfromyou.Knowwhat?Iwill

talktoHRandtheywilllookatpeoplewhoare

capableofthisthenyouwilldotheenterviews.

Me:okay.Butyouwillhavetoworkbesidesthat

person.

Bontle:okaythen.

SheleftandIwentbacktomywork.

....

Lunchtimecameandmyhusbandcametopickme

up.Thistimehedidn'tbringlunch.Justsaidweare

goingtoaweekaway.Iwouldn'tcallitaweekend

awaybecausewe'llspendthewholeweekthere.

Lisaalreadyleftwithhisbrothers.Hesaidit'sa

familything.

Me:babecanwepleasefetchBonolo?Imissher.

Mpendulo:Khanyisileyouseeheralmosteveryday.

She'llbeboredthere.

Me:shecancomewithherpartner.Iwillmissher.

Imagineiwon'tseeherthewholeweek.



Mpendulo:youwillcalleachother.Please.Meand

mybrothersjustwantourwivestogettoknow

eachother.Youcaninvitehertoyourladiesget

together.

Me:okay.

Mpendulo:youknowiloveyou?Youaremylife.I'd

killforyou.

Me:let'sstoptalkingaboutkilling.

Mpendulo:imserious.

Me:ineveraskedyou.Whatdoyoureallydo?

Besidemovingpeoplesthings.

Mpendulo:youthinkimovepeoplethings?That's

mybrother'scompany.Ionlycameforyourthings

becauseiwantedtoseeyou.Thefirstdayisaw

youenquiringaboutmovingyourthingsyoutook

mybreathaway.Iknewihadtohaveyouinmylife.

Me:soyouspenttwomonthsbeforeapproaching

me?

Mpendulo:yes.Ifollowedyouaround.Youwere

alwayssobeautifulihadtoholdmyselffrom



comingtoyou.

Me:weird.Sowhatdoyoudo?

Mpendulo:wouldyoubelievemeifisaidima

soldier?Welliwasasoldierthenquit.

Me:really?

Mpendulo:yeahsonowimintotransport.Buti

specialisewithtrucks.Transportinggoodsoutside

southAfricaandbusesaswell.

Me:wow.

Mpendulo:pleaseanswermyphoneforme

ItwaswrittenSnenhlanhlaandiknewwewere

goingtoargue.

Me:it'syourbabymama.

Mpendulo:talktoher.Imdriving.

Iansweredandputitonloudspeaker.

Sne:Mpendulo.

Me:hiSnenhlanhla.It'sKhanyisile.

Mpendulosmiled.Helovesthisname.



Sne:who'sthat?Anyway.Ihavebeenwaitingfor

hiscall.

Me:forgetitsne.Hewon'tbecallingyou.Anything

regardingMnqobiyouwanttotalkaboutyoucan

callme.

Sne:ohit'sthewomanwhothinksjustbecause

she'sgettingmarriedtothefatherofmysonshe

canbemyson'smother.Wellicanruinthat

marriageofyoursbeforeyouevengetmarried.

Me:wellwe'realreadymarried.Butyou'rewelcome

tocometothewhitewedding.Icansendyouan

invite.Sowhatdoyouwant?

Sne:giveMpendulothephone.

Me:Snenhlanhlastayawayfrommyhusband.Or

youwon'tlikeitwhenIcomethere.Maybeyou've

triedyourstuntsonhispastrelationshipsbutnot

onme.Imnotgoingtoletyoudothat.Thisisyour

firstandlastwarnimg.

Sne:youwon'ttellmewhattodo.

Me:wearedonetalkingabout.Bye.



Icutthecallandtookmyphoneoutsendingatext

toFaraithatwe'llmeetnextweek.

Mpendulo:ididn'tknowyouweresofeisty.Ican't

believethatwasyoutalking

Me:shemustkeeptoherlane.You'remine.Hertime

haspassed.

Mpendulo:okay.Ilovethatyoustandupfor

yourselfbutpleasedon'tchange.Remainasmy

sweetwife.

Me:anddon'tentertainherplease.Iloveyouso

muchtoloseyou.Imyselfcan'tbelievethatI've

fallenhardinloveinsuchashorttime.

Mpendulo:iloveyou.Ifiwasnotdrivingiwasgoing

tokissyou.Butwe'llbetheresoonandIcan'twait

toholdmywife.

Me:ican'twaittoseeLisa.Imissedher.

Mpendulo:thischildistakingmyspacenow.Andi

don'twanttohearanythingabouthersleepingwith

us.

Me:it'slikeyoureadmymind.Iwasgonnasayshe



willsleepwithus.

Mpendulo:nothappening.

Me:imjoking.

Ikeptlookingathimwhilehe'sdriving.Mymanis

handsome.Noexplanationneeded.Hejustis.

Afterawhilewedroveintothelodgethattheyhad

bookedinto.Heparkedandwegotoutthenwentto

wheretheyhadbooked.Icouldhearwiththenoise

thateveryoneisalreadyhere.ThefirstpersonIsaw

isLisarunningtome.Ipickedherupandshe

kissedmyface.

Lisa:imissedyoumommy.

Me:imissedyoutoo.

Lisa:areyouangrywithme?ithoughtyouleftme.

Me:noimnot.

Lisa:okayiwassad

Me:sorry.Iloveyou.

Lisa:iloveyoutoomommy.

Mpendulo:LisacometodaddyYouwillhurtthe



baby.

Lisa:whichbaby

Mpendulo:theoneinmommy'stummy.Mommyis

goingtohaveababy.

Lisa:okay.Takeme.

Igavehertoherfatherandwewentin.

Mpendulo:sanibonani.

Siya:bafoyou'rehere.Ithoughtyouwerenot

coming.Khanyisileuyaphila

Me:yebo.

Helaughed

Me:heyimlearninghere.

Bongani:it'sagoodthingthatyou'relearning.How

areyouandlittleMkhathini?

Mpendulo:ican'tbelieveiscoredonthefirstday.

Mabutho:itrustyou.

Me:Mpenduloimstillangryatyou.

Mpendulo:butbabeithoughtwewerefine.



Me:wellwewerebutnotanymore.Lisababyyou're

sleepingwithustonigh

Lisa:yaay.Ilovesleepingwithyou.

Mpendulo:sthandwasamingiyaxolisa.

Theylaughed.Mxm.

Muzi:yoursistersarebythepool.Youcanjoin

them.

Iwentoutandtheretheywere.Allfiveofthem.I

didn'tknowwhotheotheroneis.Igreetedandsat

ontheemptychair.

Lisa:mommyimplayingthere.Don'tleavewithout

meokay?

Me:babyimnotgoinganywhere.Youcangoand

play.

Ikissedhercheekandsherantotheotherkids.

Iwentandsatdowngreetingtheladies.

Ntombi:ireallydidn'tthinkyouwerecoming.



Me:whywouldyouthinkso?

Ntombi:don'tgetmewrong.Butyoualwayskeepto

yourself.Evenwhenwe'reinDurbanyoukeepto

yourself.

Me:wellimjustnotusedtohavingfriends.Friends

arebackstabbers

Bongi:wellweareallsisterssoyoudon'thaveto

worryaboutthat.Hereweareafamily.Sofeelfree

tojoinusanytime.

Me:okay.

Ndoni:sotellusaboutyourself.Whois

Keatlaretsi,whatyoudo

Ntombi:Khanyisile.

Ndoni:yeahKhanyisile

Me:wellwhatyouseeiswhatyouget.Imjustagirl

fromRustenburgtryingtomakeitinthisworld.Im

anonlychild.Imabusinesswoman.

Siza:whatkindofbusinessdoyoudo?

Me:I'mintoconstructionbutI'machartered



accountant.Ihaveaconstructioncompany.Ever

heardofBMconstruction?

Phumla:yes.OwnedbyRapulaMoletsane.

Me:that'smycompany.Hedoesn'townit.Igave

him30%sharesinthecompanywhenwegot

marriedbutnowhegaveitback.

Ntombi:youweremarried!?

Me:ithoughtiwas.It'salongstory.

Ndoni:wehavetime.

Istartedtellingthemaboutmystory.Itwasnice

gettingtoknowthem.Iactuallyenjoyedtheir

company.

Atnightwewenttohavedinner.Everyonegathered

aroundandthefoodwasbroughttous.Something

didn'tsmellgood.itsmeltbadsoirantothe

bathroomandvomited.Ifeltmyhusbandtouching

myhair.

Mpendulo:whereisyourmedication?



Me:ididn'tbringit.

Mpendulo:youdidn'tbringit?Youknowyouhaveto

takeiteveryday!

Me:stopshoutingtuu.

Mpendulo:sonowwhatwillwedo?

Me:you'reshoutingagain.Imgoingtoeat.

Igotoutwithhimfollowingme.

Mpendulo:ifsomethinghappenstothebaby...

Me:yohnothingwillhappen.Canyoupleasestop?

Mpendulo:youshouldhavetoldmetogetthe

medineforyou.

Me:imgoingtosleep!

Iwenttoourbedroomandshutthedoor.Icould

stillhearhimtalking.

Muzi:bafoyoushouldn'thaveshoutedather.

Mpendulo:shelefthermedicationnowihaveto



driveback!

Bongani:aintyoutakingsomethingforhertoeat?

Mpendulo:she'llbefine.Idon'tthinkthemedication

istheonlythingmakingheractlikethat.She

wantedhercousintocomewithus.Andnowshe's

angryatme.

Siya:herhormonesmustbecausingthis.Justdon't

forgettotakeherfoodwhenyougotosleep.

Mpendulo:let'seat.Whenshe'shungryshewill

comeout.OrelseshewilleatwhenIgotosleep.

Nxa!Whatdoesmyhormoneshavetodowithhim

shoutingatme?Isleptwithoutwaitingforhim.

Nextmorningiwokeupandtookashowerand

wentoutside.Isattherejustenjoyingmynature.It

wassopeaceful.IwishiwasbackinPretoria.I'd

justcookororderfood.I'msohungryrightnow.

Voice:Khanyisilebreakfastisready.



Me:thankGod!Iwassohungry.

IfollowedbehindNdoniandsataroundthetable

witheveryone.

Me:where'severyone?

Mpumi:theytookthekidsout.It'sjustusladieshere.

Me:okay.

Sethu:areyoufine?Iheardyouandyourhusband

arguing.Isittrueyouwantedyoursistertocome

qith?

Me:yeahandaccordingtoMpenduloI'm

overreacting.What'swrongwithmysistercoming

here?

Ntombi:nothingwrong.Butiunderstandhim.He

justwantedyoutogettoknowusasafamily.

Me:mysisterismyfamily.

Ntombi:youknowwhatimean.

Sethu:thewayyoutrustthissisterofyours...be

careful.

Me:whyareyousayingthat?



Sethu:I'mjustsayingthatyoutrustheralot.But

youmusthavesomelimits.

Me:limitstowhat?IfMpendulocanbeherewithhis

brotherswhycan'tibewithmysister?

Mpumi:yoursisterisnotmarriedtothisfamily.

Surelyyouunderstand.

Sethu:doyouhavefriends?

Me:no.Bonoloismyonlyfriend.

Sethu:ihopeyoudon'ttellhereverything.

Especiallyaboutyourmarriage.Whatifshe

snatchesyourhusbandfromyou?

Me:wemustbetalkingaboutadifferentpersonhere.

She'dneverdothat.

Sethu:thingshappen.I'mjustgivingyoufreeadvice.

Shemuststopbeingtoocomfortablewithyour

husband.Iseeher.Sbalithisandthat?Oneday

you'regoingtocry.

Ndoni:let'sjustleavethistopic.

Me:letmetellyousomething.Idon'tstandwith

cheating.IfyoumeanthatMpendulowouldcheat



onmewithmysisterthenyou'remistaken.Butifhe

weretocheatI'dleavehim.Ifhecanhavethe

couragetocheatthenhedoesn'tloveme.He

promisednottocheat.NotthatI'msayinghewon't.

Butifhedoesthenileave.

Bongi:assimpleasthat?

Me:yes.IfhecheatsthenitmeansI'mnotenough

forhim.Ifhecheatshe'sstillgoingtodoitagain.

Whystay?Soimustjustwaitforhimtobring

diseaseshome?Nothankyou.That'snotme.

Ndoni:iwishiwasjustlikeyou.Iwouldhaveleft

already.

Bongi:why?

Ndoni:shakaistheonlymanI'veeverbeenwith.I

don'tthinkicanlovesomeoneelse.Maybeoneday

iwillhavethecouragetoleaveandnevercome

back.

Ilookatherandiseepain.She'sreallyinpain.I

knowI'vebeenthroughalotandallthatbutwhati



seeinherisabrokenperson.Ifsomeoneclaims

thattheyloveyoutgenhowcometheyhurtyoulike

this?Thisisoneofthereasonsmanypeoplegive

uponlove.Beinghurtbytheoneyoulove.

Sethu:ifyoucouldn'tleaveayearagothenyouwill

neverleave.Idon'tthinkyouwillleave.Shakawill

alwaysmakeafooloutofyou.

Ndoni:areyousayingI'mafoolSiphosethu?

Sethu:ididn'tsaythat.

Ndoni:mxm.Excuseme.

Ntombi:youhaven'ttouchedyourfood.

Ndoni:ilostmyappetite.

Shegotupandwentout.

Mpumi:Sethuyouaretoomuch.Wasthat

necessary?



Sethu:idon'tsugarcoatthings.That'snotwhoiam.

Me:I'lleatoutside.

ItookmyplatewithNdoni's.Ilookedforherand

foundherwhereiwassitting.

Me:hey.Here'syourfood.

Ndoni:I'mnothungry.

Me:I'mnotgoingtoletyoustarvebecauseofSethu.

Eat.I'llsitherewithyou.

Ndoni:thanks.

Me:you'llbefine.Don'ttakewhatshesaidtoyour

mind.

Ndoni:agg.Idon'tcareaboutthatone.That'show

sheis.Shedoesn'twatchwhatshesays.Thanks

forbeinghere.You'retheonlyonewhotookitupon

themselvestomakeaurethatI'malright.The

momentyouarrivedyoucouldseethatsomething

iswrong.Somethingicannotsayaboutmyso

calledsisters.Onedayyouwillknowaboutthis.

Thisfamilypreachaboutstandingwitheachother



nomatterwhat.Butjustwaituntilit'soneoftheir

owninthewrong.Theywillshowtheirtruecolours.

Me:I'msorryyou'regoingthroughthis.Iwishthere

wassomethingicoulddotohelp.

Ndoni:don'tworryaboutme.Iwillbefine.

AftermytalkwithNdoniiwenttotakeanap.iwoke

uptobigeyeslookingatme.

Iturnedtotheothersidecontemplatingwhetheri

shouldwakeupornot.

Mpendulo:arewegoingtotalkaboutlastnight

Me:whatistheretotalkabout?

Mpendulo:youreallywantyourcousinhere?isthatit?

Me:no.Wetalkedaboutthatandiunderstoodthat

youwantmetoknowyourbortherswivesandget

usedtothem.It'snotlikeiwilldiewhenBonolois

nothere.Theissueisyoushoutingatmelikeima

child.Evenmyfatherwouldn'tshoutatmelikethat

whenimwrong.Youshouldhavejustcalledmeand

toldmethatwe'regoingawayoraskedwhereiput



themwdicine.Butyoujustshoutatmeinfrontof

allyourbrothersandtheirwives.Doyouknowhow

embarrassedifelt?Youcouldhavemaybewaited

andtalkedtomeinhere.Notgoreontsenyetse

matlhobathong.Kenalemaikutlolennaaw.

Mpendulo:imsorry.Ididntknowyoufeltlikethat.

Pleaseforgiveme.

Me:it'sfine.

Mpendulo:canyougetreadyforbreakfast?I

fetchedyourmedication.

Me:youdrovebacktoPretoria?ialreadyhad

breakfast.

Mpendulo:ihadto.Nowgoandtakeabath.

Me:thanks.Canigetahugnow?Idon'tlikeitwhen

you'reangryatme.

Mpendulo:imnotangry.Comehere.

Isatonhislapandhuggedhim.

Me:iloveyou.

Mpendulo:iloveyoumoreandipromisenotto



shoutatyouagain.

Hepickedmeupandputmebackonthebed.

Me:goandhavebreakfast.

Mpendulo:itcanwait.Mywifestillneedsmy

attention.

.....

OurstayinMpumalangawasgood.Wedidalotof

thingsandvisitedmanyplaces.It'sapityicouldn't

dosomebecauseimpregnant.Butallinallihadan

amazingtimeandigottobeclosetomysistersin

law.

Mpendulo:babestoppretending.Wakeup.Imiss

you.

Me:don'tyouhaveworktodo?

Mpendulo:imnotgoingtowork.

Me:okay.Soyouwillstayherewithme?

Mpendulo:yes.Wearealsogoingtothehospitalsoi

canseemyprincesses.Getup.Lisaisalreadyup

Me:whydoyoulikewakingherupsoearly?She'sa



child

Mpendulo:imteachingherdiscipline.Bythetime

shestartsschoolshe'llbeusedtoit.

Me:okay.I'llgoshowerandmakebreakfast.

Mpendulo:youdon'thavetoworryaboutit.I've

cookedalreadyandwe'regettingahelper.Wewill

dointerviewstogethertomorrow.

Me:okay.

Igotupandwenttoshower.Gotdressedin

tracksuits.Theweatherinptakeepschanging.I

wentdownstairsandfatheranddaughterwere

watchingcartoonsandeating.

Lisa:whereareyougoingdaddy?

Mpendulo:imgoingtotakemommy'sfood.I'llbe

back.

Lisa:okayhurry.

God.Imblessedwiththebestman.Eventhough

sometimesIdoubtifthisisrealoronedayiwillend

updisappointed.Hecamebackwithmyfoodand

tablets.



Mpendulo:goodmorningmami

Me:goodmorningmylove.

HeclosedLisa'seyesandkissedme

Mpendulo:nowmydaycanstart.

Lisa:daddystoptouchingmyeyes.Iwanttowatch

thetv.

Mpendulo:stopshouting.Oriwon'tcookforyou

anymore.

Lisa:okay.Iloveyourfoodbecauseyoudon'tgive

meveges.Gogogivesmevegeseverytime.

Me:youhavetoeatthemsothatyoucanbehealthy

andstrong.

Lisa:mydaddydoesn'teatveges.Youtoomom.

Me:ido.

Mpendulo:sohaveyouboughtyourdadapresent?

Me:yeah.He'sgoingtobesurprised!Ican'twaitto

seehimsmile.I'vebeenwantingtodothisforhim.

Mpendulo:you'reagoodpersonyouknowthat?And



imhappyyou'remine.AndI'dhavetodiefirstorkill

someonebeforetheytakeyoufromme.

Me:fortunatelyforyouyouwonthavetokillanyone

becauseiamnotgoinganywhere.

Mpendulo:andimgoingtomakesureofthat.Less

thanamonthtoourwedding.Icantwaitforyouto

beMrsKhoza.KeatlaretsiRudoKhanyisileKhoza.

Me:Bogatsu.

Mpendulo:wewillseeMrsKhoza.

Lisa:daddyamiMrsKhozatoobecauseiamLisa

Khoza?

Welaughed.Shelookedsocute.

Mpendulo:umissKhozawena.uMrsumama

wakho.

Lisa:thandanemama?

Me:thandanamiLisa.Mybeautifulbaby.

Lisa:daddysaidimbeautiful.

Me:he'sright.



Lisa:andauntyKhanyosaidimcute.

Me:verycute.

Mpendulo:nowcanigetahugfrommygirls?

Wehuggedhim.This.Abeautifulfamily,being

happy.It'swhatIalwayslongedfor.Ialways

thoughtihaditbutno.IthoughtIwashappywith

Rapula.Ihadeverythingplannedout.Thatwe

wouldhavekidsandlivetogetherforever.Inever

noticedthathedoesn'treallylovemebecausealli

concentratedonwasthefactthatthisistheperson

igrewupwithandhewillneverhurtme.Igrewup

withthispersonandheprotectedmesobeing

marriedtohimisabonus.Iknewhiminandout.I

knewhewouldn'thurtme.Butthatwasmefooling

myself.Butnowiknowbetter.Youcanknow

someoneallyourlifeandtheywillbetrayyou.You

canbuildaman,makeplanstogether.Lifetime

plansandhecanstillleaveyou.Youcanbuilda

manandhewillstillleaveyou.Youcanpromise

eachothertheworldbutstillbreakup.Sameas

women.Theycanstillleaveyou.Leaveroomfor

disappointment.Evenifthingsdonotworkoutwe



getupanddustourselves.Wedonotletgoof

ourselves.Wemove.Butneverforgetyourworth.

Knowyourworth.Youarewortheverythingyou

couldeverthinkof.Neverletsomeonetellyu

otherwise.

.....

ThedrivetoRustenburgwasshort.Wearrivedthere

whenitwasstillduringtheday.Myauntwasthere.

EvenFaraicame.Weallstartedwiththecookingfor

myfather'sbirthdaycelebration.Me,myauntmy

mother'ssister,andBonoloandhermother.The

manwereoutsideseatedwiththeirbeers.Afterwe

weredonewesetthetableoutside.Wetookthe

foodthereandeveryonesataroundthetableand

startedeating.Itwasagoodtimeenjoying

ourselves.MostimportantlyIwashappytoseemy

fatherenjoyinghimself.Hewasallsmilesand

laughing.ThebestthingwaswhenIgavehimhis

present.I'veneverseenmyfathercrybuttodayhe

did.Hegavemeatighthug.Icouldn'thelpbutalso

cry.Iwssoemotional.

Dad:mychildyouboughtthismachineforme.How



amievengoingtodriveit?

Me:icangetyouadriver.

Dad:noneedforthat.I'lldrivemyself.Godbless

youmychild.Mayheblessyouwithagoodlifeand

allthatyouwish.

Me:iloveyoupapa

Dad:iloveyoutoongwanakeum...there's

somethingihavetotellyou.

Me:areyousick?

Dad:no.Imfine.There'ssomeoneiwantyouto

meet.

Me:okaywho'sthat?

Dad:she'scomingjustnow.

Soonacarparkedbythegate.Dad'scar.Ihaven't

evennoticedthathiscarisnothere.Awomangot

outwithalittleboy.Shewalkedtowherewewere

sitting.Ilookedattheboyandhelookedexactlylike

meandmyfather.Myheartstartedracing.

Me:dadwho'sthis?



Boy:happybirthdaypapa.

Theboysmiledhuggingmydad.Papa?Wow.He

hasachildandidon'tevenknow.

Dad:imgettingmarriedtoher.AndthisisOratile

yourlittlebrother.BigBoyhere'syoursister.Say

hellotoher.

Idon'tknowwhatwashappening.Mydadgetting

married?Ididn'tevenpayattentiontotheboy

speakingtome.

Me:papawanyalagape?Whathappenedtoyou

sayingyoudon'tseeyourselfgettingmarriedagain?

Youdon'tlovemymotheranymore?Isthatit?

Dad:Keatlaretsiididn'twanttohurtyouwiththis.

Imsorryokay?ButI'dlovemydaughter'ssupport

onthis.

Me:mysupport?Nowyouwantmysupportbutyou

spendalltheseyearsmakingmeafool.Youliedto

me.Howoldishe?

Dad:12

Me:alltheseyearsthinkingit'sjustus.Wow.Why



didn'tyoutellme?

Dad:ireallydidwanttotellyoubutididn'tknow

howyouwillreact.

Me:babeithinkweshouldleave.

Farai:Rudoyoucan'tbeangryatyourfather

movingon.Youcantexpecthimgolivehislife

alone.

Me:it'snotaboutthat.Thethingisheliedtomeall

theseyears.Mpenduloareweleavingornot?

Lisa:mommycanistayplease?

Me:Lisawearegoinghome.

Mpendulo:stopshoutingatthechild.Nowsitdown

andtalkcalmly.You'reupsettingthebabies.

Me:iwanttogohome.

Mpendulo:Khanyisilesitdown.

Hesaidthatwithadeepvoice.

Mpendulo:nowyou'regoingtolistentoyourfather

andnotactlikealittlechild.



Igotoffthechairandleft.Theycalledmeandi

didn'tlisten.IwalkeduntilifoundmyselfatMme

Moeketsisfastfoodshop.Iorderedsphatloandsat

down.Ijuststartedthinkingabouteverything.Why

didn'thetellmeinsteadoflying?Whole12years

he'sbeenlyigtomesayingit'sjustusonly.Hehas

anotherchild.He'sgettingmarried.It'snotgoingto

bejustthetwoofusanymore.He'sgoingtoforget

aboutmymother.Ican'tbelieveiwaseventalking

tomylawyeraboutgivinghimmyhouseinPretoria

Eastandthe30%sharesthatihadgiventoRapula.

Wellnotanymore.Imaginehavinganotherwoman

eatingmymother'shardlabor.Ican'thavethat.

Theycalledmyorderandisatdownandstarted

eating.

MaMoeketsi:wow.It'sbeenlongsinceilastsaw

you.

Me:eyamama.Lekae?

MaMoeketsi:rethotsihantlengwanake.Kanai

neverthoughtyou'dcomehereandbuysphatlo

again.Iheardyou'renowasuccessful

businesswomanwithyourowncompany.O



berekilengwanake.

Me:kalebogamama.Beingsuccessfuldoesn't

meanimustforgetwhereicomefrom.Igrewup

buyingsphatlohereandeverytimeicomehomei

willbuy.

MaMoeketsi:irememberyouandRapulacoming

backfromschoolandhavingyourlunchhere.Kana

nelelestoutgore.

Me:dilotsakgaleyanamama.

Welaughed.

MaMoeketsi:Rapulawasheretellingmeabouthiw

hemessedthingsupbetweenyou.Ireallythought

youwouldspendtherestofyourlifetogether.You

lookedsogood.

Me:it'slifemama.Retlareng

MaMoeketsi:areyoufinemara?

Me:kesiamehelamama.

MaMoeketsi:Godhasreallyblessedyou.Youlook

beautiful



Me:kealeboga.

MaMoeketsi:andiheardyouaregettingmarried.

Yourmotherwouldbesoproudofyou.

Me:yeah...

Voice:fancyseeingyouhere.

Me:Rapulaobatlangha?

Rapula:ialwayscomeherewheneverimhome.

Howareyou?

Ishruggedmyshoulders.

Rapula:iguessyoufoundoutaboutyour

stepmotherandyou'renothappy.

Me:youknew!Whydidn'tyoutellme!?

Rapula:itwasnotmyplace.Canweshareyour

food?

Me:obuahelaosetsiotsenyaletsogo.

Welaughed.Mmh!Iactuallymissedthis.Weused

toshareoursoftdrinksandsphatloshereafter

school.



Rapula:imissedthis.Inwverthoughtiwouldsee

ussittingtogetherandlaughigafterwhatidid.

Me:arghimmovingonfromthat.

Rapula:canweatleastbefriends?Icantbearnot

havingyouinmylife.Iruinedagoodthing.Ireally

lovedyouandistilldo.Butiknowthere'sno

chanceforusanymore.

Me:youreallyhurtmeyouknow?

Rapula:andimsorry.I'llspendtherestofmylife

apologising.

Me:it'sfine.

Rapula:soyou'rereallymarryingthisidiot?Doyou

lovehimmorethanyoueverlovedme?

Me:Ilovedyou.Iputmyallinourrelationshipand

youdisappointedme.Soyesimmarryinghim.I

neverthoughtiwasgoingtomoveonfromwhat

youdidbuthereiam.Iminloveagainandimhappy

okay?WhatwesharedwasamazingandI'dliketo

keepthosememories.I'llnevercomparehowi

lovedyouandhowilovehim.Wegrewuptogether.



That'ssomethingimnotgoingtoforget.Asmuch

asyou'vehurtmeiwontforgetthethingsyoudid

forme.Youwerethatbigbrotherineverhad.I

actuallythinkweruinedourfriendshipwiththis

relationship.Weshouldn'thavebeentogetherin

thefirstplace.

Rapula:don't!Idon'tregretourtimetogether.If

therewasanythingicoulddotogetyoubacki

would.IloveyouKeatlaretsi.

Voice:unfortunatelythere'snothingyoucandonow.

Ilookeddown.Iknewthatvoicewithouteven

lookingathim.

Mpendulo:Khanyisilegotothecar.

Me:imnotdonewithmyfood.

Mpendulo:iwon'trepeatmyself.Gotothecar.

Me:letmegoandtakemylastorder.

Mpendulo:heyngithehamba.Gotothecariwill

taketheorder.

IleftthefoodthatiwaseatingwithRapula.



Rapula:don'tworryaboutit.Iwillpay

Me:ok...

Mpendulo:hey.Goandwaitformeinthecar.

Iwenttothecarandjustsatwaitingforhim.I

lookedthroughthewindowandIcouldcouldsee

thattheywerearguing.Afterawhilehecameback

withaplastic.

Lisa:mommyareyousad?

Ididn'tevennoticeshe'shere.She'sbeenquietall

thistime.

Me:imnotsadbaby.Imfineokay?

Lisa:okay.Imadeanewfriend.Dadsaidhe'smy

unclebuthe'smyfriendbecausehe'snotbiglike

myotheruncles

Me:that'sgood.

Ora:areyouangryatme?

Me:noimnot.

Ora:okay.Idon'tlikemakingmysisterangry.Dad

showedmeyourpictures.



Me:ohthat'sgood.

Ora:I'mhappytohaveasister.Ionlyhadbrothers.

Lisa:buticanbeyoursister.Doyouknowimmy

brother'ssister?Mnqobi.He'sbigjustlikeyou.

Ora:you'remyfriend.Issheyourmother?

Lisa:yes.She'smymother.MeandMnqobiand

ourlittlechamps.

Ifeltirritatedanddecidednottolistenanymore.

Lisacantalk.Shenevergettired.

Wearrivedathomeandhetookouttwokotasand

gavethemtoLisaandOratile.Iwenttomyroom

andhecamewithmyfood.Hestoodbythedoor

lookingatme.

Me:canihavemyfoodplease?

Mpendulo:Khanyisilewhydoyoulikemakingmea

foolinfrontofthatboy?

Me:idi...

Mpendulo:youwhat?Youwerecatchingupwith

yourlover?Isthatwhyyouranfromhere?



Me:that'snottrue.

Mpendulo:wewilltalkathome.Nowgooutthere

andapologisetoyourfather.

Me:whatdidido?

Mpendulo:don'tpissmeoff!Youdon'traiseyour

voicetoyourparentsnomatterwhat.Iwon'thave

mywifebehavinglikeahoodrat.Gotohimand

apologise,talktohim.Listentowhathehastosay.

Me:but

Mpendulo:iwasnotaskingyou.Thisfoodwontrun.

Youwillfinditherewhenyou'redone.

Hesatonthebedlookingpissedoff.Igotoutand

wenttotalktomyfather.

..

At5pmweleftnorthwestanddrovebackto

pretoria.ThedrivewasqquietwithonlyLisatalking

untilshefellasleep.WhenwegothomeMpendulo

left.Hejusttookourthingsupstairsandleftina

hurry.Itookashowerandgotintomypjs.IputLisa

tobedafterbathingher.Itookanovelandreadit.



Wheniheardfootstepsiputthebookawayand

slept.Ifelthimgetintobedandholdme.Ididn't

evenwakeuptotalktohim.

Mpendulo:canyoustopthisandwakeup?Wehave

totalk.

Me:....

Mpendulo:iknowyou'renotsleeping.Soyouwill

listentomeandlistencarefully.Thatthingofsitting

withyourexandtalkingendstoday.Imnotgoing

toletmywifebefriendswithanex.Anexthatstill

wantsher.Ihopeit'snotgoingtohappenagainor

believemeyouimgoingtokillhim.Iwillkillhim

andthereisnothingyouwilldoaboutit.Wewillgo

onwithourlivesasnormalevenafterI'vekilledhim

.Ihopethewarningigavehimisenoughtostop

tryingtogetclosetoyou.Iloveyoubaby.Andno

onewillcomebetweenus.Sopleaseworkwithme

here.Helpmetomakethiswork.Let'snotbringex's

intoourmarriage.Iknowyoulovemeandidon't

doubtit.It'sthatidiotidon'tlike.Hehasthis

impressionthatyou'reallgoingtogetbacktogether.

Butwebothknowit'snotgoingtohappen..



Isniffed.Tearswerefalling.

Mpendulo:ididn'tmeantomakeyoucry.Lookat

meplease.

Me:shouldIbescaredofyou?You'retalkingabout

killingandit'snotthefirsttime.It'sscaringme.

Mpendulo:imsorry.Ipromiseiwonttalkabout

killingsanymore.Justpromisetoplayawayfrom

him

Me:canyouplayawayfromyourextoo?

Mpendulo:ipromise.EverythingaboutMnqobishe

willcallyou.Iloveyouokay?Youonly.

Me:iloveyoutoo.Andipromiseyouidon'tlove

Rapula.Ijustcare.Butimgoingtostayawayfrom

him.

Mpendulo:that'sgoodthen.

Me:whatdidyoudotohim?

Mpendulo:nothingtoworryabout.Ijusttoldhim

thatidon'twanthimnearyouorhewillregretit.

Me:mmh.Whatisit?



Mpendulo:hasanyoneevertoldyouhowbeautiful

youare?Andimhappythatyou'remine.

Me:ireallydon'tbelievethat.Igrewupbeingcalled

afatuglybecauseI'mdarkandihaveabitof

weight.

Mpendulo:you'rebeautiful.Yourbeautyisthefirst

thingthatpushedtoyou.Thenigottoknowyou

andhowkindyouare.Yourskincolourdoesn't

defineyou.Andasforyourweightidon'tknow

whatthegmeant.Iloveyouasthickjustlikethis.

Tomorrowdon'tmakeanyplans.Iwanttospend

thedaywithyou.

Me:okay.Goodnight

Mpendulo:babe...

Me:iknowwhatyouwantbutwewaitformy

appointmentwiththedoctorfirstandhearwhathe

says?

Mpendulo:okaymylove.Sleep...

[07/06,18:59] :*STORYOFMY

LIFE:KEATLARETSI*



*CHAPTER12*

Timeflies.Todayisourweddingdayandmy

bridesmaidsareherewithmeandthemakeupartist

isdoinglasttouchups.Ilookedbeautiful.

Mpendulomadesuretotellmeeachandeveryday

thatimbeautifulandiendedupbelievingit.

Ma:andvoila.Done.

Nolo:ohmyGod.Youlooksobeautiful.Lookatthat

dress.Itwasmadeforyou.

Me:thankyou.Myauntcameandaskedtheothers

toexcuseus.

Aunt:mysisterissurelysmilingdownonyou.You

lookabsolutelybeautiful.Iknowyouaregoibgtobe

agoodwife.Godblessyouabdyourhusband.Be

fruitfulandmultiply.Mayyouhavemanychildren

thatwillfillyourhousewithlaughter.Happiness

andpeacewillfollowyoueverywhereyougo.Ilove

youmychild



Me:iloveyoutooauntie.

Dad:andimheretotakemygirl.

Aunt:don'tkeepmysoninlawwaiting.Hemight

thinkyou'rerunningaway.

Sheleftaftersayingthat.

Dad:ibroughtyourgrandmotherwith.

Tearsfell.Mygrandmotherisreallyhere.Ithought

shewasn'tgoingtocome.She'shere.WhenIgot

marriedtoRapulashedidn'tcome,saidshe'sbusy.

Turnsoutshewasn'tbusy.Shewasn'thappywith

megettingmarriedtoRapula.Turnsoutthatshe

wasn'tinsupportofithappening.

Me:grannyyou'rehere.

Granny:ofcourse.Mychildisgettingmarriedsoi

havetobehere.Yourhusbandfetchedmeandyour

uncle.

Shekissesmycheek.

Granny:beagoodwifetoyourhusband.Respect

him.Takecareofhim.Iloveyouandiamproudof

you.



Me:iloveyoutoo.

Shewentout.

Dad:icantbelievemyonlydaughterisgetting

married.Nowyouwillbefarfromme.

Me:papayou'llmakemecry.

Eventhoughhehadliedtomeicouldneverhate

him.Istilllovehimasididifnotmore.

Dad:imhappyforyou.Andiknowyou'regoingtobe

agoodmotherandwife.Justknownoonewilltake

yourplaceinmyheart.You'restillmylittlegirl.

Anytimeyoumisspapacomehome.Iwillbethere.

Iknowyouwillbuildyourhometobebeautiful.

Takecareofyourself.Iloveyouandyourmotheris

proudofyou.Dontloseyourselfinthismarriage

okay?Andknowyoucanstilltalktopapaabout

anything.Comehere.

Ihuggedmydad.Itbroughttearshearinghis

speech.Afterhegotoutthemakeupartistcame

backagaintofixmeasI'vebeencrying.Aftershe

wasdoneweprayedwithmybridemaids.Mpendulo

canworryallhelikes.Thisismydayandim



allowedtobelate.

NARRATED

Mpendulostoodtherehiseyeswanderingaround

thevenue.Hewasstartingtogetworried.Whatif

shedecidedthatshecan'tgothroughwiththe

wedding?Hecouldntkeepstill.Itshisfirstwedding

andthebrideisnotshowingup.Himandhis

brothersmadesurethatnothingmustdisturbthis

daysowhatmustbekeepingherthislong?

Mzwakhe:bafocalmdown.Youknowwomenare

alwayslate.She'scoming.

Mpendulo:whatifshedoesn'tlovemeanymoreand

decidedtorunbacktothatidiot?

Mzwakhe:itoldyoutostoptorturingyourselfwith

that.Shelovesyouandshe'llbehere.Yousee?Her

grandmotherjustenteredsmiling.She'scoming.

HelookedattheentranceandsawLisathrowing

flowerscomingdowntowheretheywereasthe

songTwoBecomingOnebyJonathanandEmily



Martinplayed.BehindLisafollowedOratileand

Mnqobi.Hesmiledashesawthem.

Themomenthesawhiswifeinherbeautiful

weddinggownit'slikeeverythingelsedidn'tmatter.

Allhecouldseewasher.Herfatherwalkedher

downtheaisleholdingherhand.Shesmiledasthey

werenearingwherethegroomwasstanding.Asfor

Mpendulo,whenshewasnearhimheturnedtothe

otherside.Hecouldn'tholdhimself.Hestarted

silentlycrying.Itwasabeautifulsighttosee.

Mzwakhehisbrotherandbestmanofferedhima

handkerchieftowipedhistears.Thebrothers

laughedastheyhadneverseenhimcrylikethat.

Eventhebrideshedafewtearsasshewas

approaching.Hethenlookedatthefrontbeforeshe

couldgetwherehewasstanding.

Pastor:whogivesawaythebride?

K.dad:ido.Khozapleasetakecareofmychild.Im

trustingyouwithher.

Mpendulo:iwill.



Hetookholdofherhandtheylookedateachother.

Pastor:Beforewecancontinue.Isthereanyone

herewhothinksthesetwoshouldnotgetmarried?

Talknoworforeverholdyourpiece.

Itwasquietinthevenuethenhecontinued.Thenit

wastimeforthebrideandgroomtosaytheirown

vows.

Mpendulo:firstlymyloveI'dliketosayyou'reso

beautiful.You'rethemostbeautifulpersoninhere.

Andimhappythatyou'remine.Ineverthoughtone

dayI'dfindmyselfstandinginfrontofmanypeople

sayingvows.Ineverthoughtmarriagewasforme.

But,onedayyouappearedandchangedallofthat.

Youmademebelievethaticanchange.Iloved

immediatelywhenilaidmyeyesonyou.Iknew

thenthatyouweregoingtobemywife.Andfrom

thereihadtoworkhardforittohappen.Yougave

meabitofahardtimebutitwasallworthitinthe

end.BecauseIgotmydreamgirl.Myentirelifei

nevergotmarriedbecauseiwantedtobesurefirst

ofthepersonthatimgoingtospendtherestofmy

lifewith.Andafterseeingyouiwassurecorthe



firsttime.You'remyforever.Iwillloveyoulikeit's

mylastdayonearth.Iwillprotectandprovidefor

you.Ipromisetobeagoodhusbandtoyoumy

queen.Iwillloveandcherishyou.Iloveyouso

muchKhanyisile.

Hewipedatearthatfellonherface.Hewantedto

kissher.

Pastor:notyetnotyet.Iknowyoucannotwaitbut

nowit'sherturntosayhervows.

Laughtereruptedinthehall.

Keatlaretsi:firstlythankyoumyloveforlovingme.

Thankyouforshowingmethattruelovereallyexist.

Insuchashorttimeifoundmyselffallinginlove

withyouandeverydayifallmoreinlovewithyou.

Tome,youaresomeoneiknowicancounton.

Someoneifindcomfortin.Someoneiwishtosee

everydayiwakeupandwhenigotosleep.You're

themaniprayedtoGodfor.AndithankGodthat

heblessedmewithyou.Ilovethatyoucareand

loveme.Andeverytimeyousayyouaregoingtobe

okayifeelcomfortinthat.BecauseIknowit'sfrom



youandiknowthatyouwillbethereforme.I

promisetobethereforyoujustasyouhavealways

beenthereforme.Iwillloveandcherishyou.Iwill

beyourlove,sisterandfriend.Iloveyousomuch

andeverytimeithankGodforyou.

Pastor:wow.Suchbeautifulandpowerfulvows.

MayGodblessyourunion.IpronounceyouMrand

MrsKhoza.Youmaynowkissyourbride.

Heheldherclosetohimandbentdown.Hekissed

herandtheykissedpassionatelywhileothers

clappedtheirhandsforthem.Thefamilycameand

huggedthem.Theyhadthereceptionanditwas

goodandwonderful.Peoplewereenjoying

themselves.

Mpendulo

Kea:babeididn'tknowyoucandancelikethat.

Me:youhaven'tseenanything.Youlookbeautiful

andican'twaittototakethatdressoff.

Kea:aahmylove.Ican'tbelievewe'remarried.



Ismileather.Seeingthatshe'spregnantidecided

thatwewon'tgotoourhoneymoonnow.Wewill

justtravelaroundSouthAfricaforthreeweeks.

Awayfromeveryone.Justmeandher.Thefirst

timeImetmywifeiknewshewastheone.Iknewi

wantedtomarryher.Shehadabeautifulsmilethat

day,eventhoughIcouldseethepaininhereyes.

Hersmilewascontagious.Ifoundmyselffallingin

love.Atthatmomentionlycouldseeher.Myheart

wasatpeace.Imadeitmyintentiontoknow

everythingabouther.Eventhoughshewashardto

getatfirstbutmycharmworkedonher.Ifoundmy

waytoherheart.Andnowwearehere.Andi

couldn'thaveitanyotherway.She'smylife.Inow

haveareasontobecalledahusband.Im

someone'shusband.Seeingherwalkdownthe

aislewasthemostbeautifulthing.Itwas

confirmationthatshe'sreallymine.

Me:MrsKhoza.

Her:KeatlaretsiRudoKhoza.Iloveit.

Me:ithoughtyouwerenotchangingyoursurname



Her:thisisnotfunny.Whyareyoulaughing?I'm

onlychangingmysurnamebecauseitdoesn't

matteranymore.Dadhassomeonetocarryhis

nameforward.Soyeah

Me:butyoudon'thavetobesadaboutitokay.Let's

stoptalkingaboutthis.It'supsettingyouandidon't

likeit.

Her:I'dratherwefocusonusandjustenjoyour

vacation.How'sthat?

Me:ilovethat.Andplease.NotalkingaboutLisa.

Thisisourtime.Wewillseeherwhenwegoback.

Her:butImissher..

Me:haa.

Ibrushedhertummy.Shewasnowshowingand

shelookedsobeautifulinherweddingdress.Ilove

thatshelovesmychildren.She'sagoodmotherto

them.

Chapter10



Keatlaretsi

It'sbeenalmostayear.Alothashappened.Now

thetwinsare10monthsandtheycanstandontheir

own.Theirfirstwordsweredada.Youshouldhave

seentheirdadsmiling.Thesetwoareloved.

MnqobiandLisaarealwayswiththem.Theylove

playingwiththeirsiblings.Mnqobistayswithus

nowbecausehismotherisinScotlandwithher

husband.Mnqobigoesthereduringholidays.I

evenwentbacktowork.Iwasn'tusedtostayingat

home.Whenthetwinsturned6monthswegota

nannyandiwentbacktowork.Lifehasbeengood.

Thetwinscrowltothemaindoorandiknowtheir

fatherisback.Everydaywhenhecomesbackfrom

worktheydothat.Luyandatriesstandingandfalls

andstartscrying.Hisfatherdoesn'tmovefromthe

dooruntilhegetstohim.Thenhepicksthemboth.

Andtheystartsmiling.Thesemomentsareso

precious.Hekissesmyforeheadandpasses

upstairs.Isetthetablesothatwecanhavedinner.

Afterimdoneigotothekidsplayroomtocheck



howthosetwoarecomingwiththeirhomeworks.

Me:howisitgoinghere?

Mnqobi:imdonemama.Lisadoesn'twantmeto

helpher.

Me:babyletyourbrotherhelpyou.

Lisa:iknowthesethings.

Me:letmeseeyourhomework.

Itakeitandiseeshe'sgettingthenumberswrong.

Me:letyourbrothershowyouhowit'sdone.Andif

it'sstillnotrighttheniwillhelpyou.

Lisa:whymusthehelpme?

Me:yousee,therearethingsthatwedon'tknow.

Justlikeyoulovemovingthetwinsaroundyour

brotherloveshelpingyou.Youmustlethimhelp

youthenyouwillgotobiggrade.

Lisa:iwanttogotohisschool.

Me:youwillifyoulethimhelpyou.

Lisa:okayiwillletmybrotherhelpmewithallmy



homeworks.

Me:that'sgood.Nowcomedinnerisready.Hewill

helpyoutomorrow.

Mnqobi:okaymama.

Iwaitforthemtogetoutandifollowbehindthem.

Mpenduloisalreadysittingwaitingforus.

Mpendulo:yohkuniningilindile.

Histonewasdifferent.Okareotinegile.

Me:thekidswerefinishingtheirhomeworks.

Lisa:butbabaididn'tfinishmine.

Me:youwillfinishtomorrowbaby.Prayforussowe

caneat.

Mybabylovessayinggrace.

Mpendulo:morningbaby.Youwerenotonyourside

whenIwokeup.

Me:iwokeupearly.Howareyou?

Mpendulo:imgoodbaby.Iwilltryandcomeback



early.

Me:it'sfinereally.Youdoyourworkandfinish.

Mpendulo:iknowthisisourfamilyday.I'msorry

butiwillmakeituptoyou.

Hefinisheddressingandpackedhisthings.

Me:yourbreakfastisinthemicrowave.Dontforget

yourlunchbox.

Mpendulo:thankyoubaby.Iloveyou.

Me:iloveyoutoo.

Mpendulo:comehere.

Me:imsleepingplease.

Mpendulo:youwantmetogotoworkwithout

kissingmywife?That'snothappening.

Hecrouchednexttothebedandwekissed.

Mpendulo:iloveyousomuch.

Me:haveagoodday.

Mpendulo:takecareofourgirl

Me:bathonggakaimatuu.Youheardwhatthe



doctorsaid.

Mpendulo:mmh.

Hetookhisbagandleft.Iwentbacktosleep.

Afterworkhecamebacklookingsad.Iwantedto

askwhat'swrongbutdecidedagainstit.

Mpendulo:tomorrowimleaving.Imgoingto

Mozambique.

Me:what!?

Mpendulo:oneofourtruckshasbeenhijackedandi

havetogoandtakecareofeverythingthere.As

soonasimdoneimcomingback.

Me:okay.

Mpendulo:pleasebehavewhenimnothere.

Me:whatisthatsupposedtomean?

Mpendulo:don'tdosomethingiwouldn'tdo.

Me:istheresomethingyouwanttosay?



Mpendulo:yourexisalwayscallingyou.Whatdo

youwantmetothink?

Me:isitmyfault?Itoldhimimnotinterestedand

youwerethere.Youalwayscheckmyphone.

Whenhecallsyouanswerhim.Andyoucomehere

andaccusemeofsh...

Istoppedbeforeicouldfinishthesentence.

Mpendulo:you'retalkingtomelikethat?

Me:you'reaccusingmeofcheating.Haveiever

cheatedonyou?

Mpendulo:it'sthelasttimeyouusethatword.When

didyoustartswearingKhanyisile?Anywayyou

muststopworkingandfocusonthechildren.I

makeenoughmoneyforthebothofus.Youshould

relaxandtakecareofthechildren.That'swhatyou

shouldbedoing.Justuntilthetwinsare3.

Me:mxm.

Iturnedtotheotherside.

Mpendulo:uthimxmkimi?Usuyadelelawena.

Me:itoldyouiwon'tstopworkingnowwhyarewe



backtothistopic?

Mpendulo:Behomeandtakecareofourfamily.Im

leavingtomorrowandidon'tknowwheniwillcome

back.Weshouldn'tbefighting.

Me:imnotfightingyouare.

Mpendulo:you'rejuststubbornfornoreason.

IignoredhimandpretendedtosleepuntilIfinally

slept.Earlyinthemorningiwokeuptohimholding

sotightuntome.Noonesaidanything.Iwantedto

talkbuthedidn'twanttohavethat.Insteadhe

turnedmetolookathim.Wemadelovejustbefore

heleft.Icriedwhenheleft.Itwasasifsomeone

died.Heleftwhilewewewerenotingoodterms.I

gotupandjustwenttotheshowerandtookalong

neededshower

Itwaslonelybeinghomewithouthim.Amonth

passedandhewasn'tback.Ididwhatididevery

morning.Wakeupandgetthekidsreadyforschool

andthedriverwaswaitingforthem.Iwasnotthe

onefetchingthemanymore.Secondmonthcame



andpassed.Thethinrdmonthcameandalso

passed.Hemissedthetwinsfirstbirthday.Iwasno

longersurewhenhewouldcomeback.Hisphone

wasnotgoingthroughanymore.Iwaseven

startingtoloseweight.BonololeftforTurkeywith

Amir.Ihadnoonethaticouldreallytalkto.Ididn't

entirelytrusttheladies.Wewereclosebutikeptmy

marriageaffairstomyself.Todayiwokeupearlier

thanusualandgotreadyforwork.Thiswasthelast

meetingiwasgoingtohave.Ifigotthisbig

contracttheniwouldquitworkforawhile.Iwentto

mymeetingwithBobtheguyihadleftincharge

before.Themeetingwentwellandwegotthe

contract.Wesignedthecontractandeverything.I

couldn'tbemorehappier.NowiwasleftwithBob.

Me:thankyousomuchforeverything.This

wouldn'thavehappenedwithoutyou.

Bob:bossyoudoeverything.It'syourbrainsthat

gotusthiscontract.

Me:andyoucontributed.Whichbringsmetoour

nexttopic.I'llbeonleaveforawhile.Idon'tknow

howlongbutitrustyoutoholdthefort.Imputting



youinchargeagain.

Bob:thankyousomuchKeatlaretsi.Youwont

regretit.

Me:ihopeso

Voice:Khanyisile.

Ididn'texpecttoseehimhere.It'sShaka,my

husband'sbrother/cousin.

Me:hello.

Shaka:whoisthis?Isthiswhathappenshappens

whenyourhusbandisnotaround?

Me:thisisBob.Heworksinmycompany.Wejust

hadameetingwithsomecompany.It'snotwhat

youthink.

Shaka:ihopeforyoursakeyouareright.

Afterthatheleft.

Bob:andthat?

Me:mybrotherinlaw.Don'tmindhim.Wecanleave

now.



Afterigotmythingsfromworkidrovestraight

home.Iwenttobed.Iwassotired.Islept

throughouttheday.WhenIwokeupifoundmy

husband'sbrotherssittinginthelounge.Itwas

Mabutho,ShakaandSiyabonga.Igreetedandsat

down.Mzwakhetookthekidstohisplaceforthe

weekend.

Me:hello.

Mabutho:Khanyisileibelieveyouknowwhyweare

here.Iheardyou'vebeenseengoingaroundwith

men.

Me:itwasjustameeting.

Siya:didn'tyourhusbandtellyoutostopworking.

Me:istoppedtoday.

Shaka:notbecauseheasked.Becauseyou're

pregnant.

Yeah.I'mpregnantagainandthefatherismissing.

Mabutho:itrustedyouandbelievedthatyouwould

beagoodwifeformybrotherbutiseeiwaswrong.



Who'sthefatherofthischild.?

Me:whatkindofquestionisthat?

Shaka:wearebusylookingforyourhusbandand

there'sapossibilityofhimbeingdeadwena

uyamithalana.Didyouevenlovehim?

Me:imnotgoingtolistentoyoutalkthingsyou

knownothingabout.Isuggestyouleave.

Mabutho:angithiyoudecidedtocheatandhavea

childoutsideyourmarriage?Sonowyouwillleave

thishouse.

Me:thisismyhouse.

Shaka:Mpenduloshouse.Packyourthings.By

tomorrowyoumustbeout.Wedon'ttolerate

cheatinginthisfamily.

Mabutho:areyouthatcheapthatyoucouldn'teven

waitforayear?

Me:don'tcallmecheap.

Siya:idon'tknowwhathesawinyou.Iknewyou

weren'tfittobeaKhozawife.Nowgetreadyto

leavekesisi.



Me:imnotgoinganywhere.Onlymyhusbandcan

kickmeoutofhere.

Mabutho:andthatiswhathewouldhavedone.You

cangobacktoyourfather'shouseorbuyyourselfa

house.Youcanafforditright?AndbeforeIforget,

thechildrenarenotgoinganywhere.Leavealone.

Shaka:andiwillcomeandmakesurethatyouleave.

Andwiththattheyleft.IneverthoughtIwouldfind

myselfinthissituation.Thatnightipackedmy

stuffandthekidsthings.Ididn'tsleep.Ikept

thinkingaboutMpendulo.WhereishewhenIneed

himthemost?Heknewiwaspregnant.Iwould

nevercheatonmyhusband.Idon'tknowwhatgave

themtheideathatiwascheating.Morningcame

andtruetohiswordShakacametocheck.Hetook

thehousekeys.Imgladididn'tsellmyhousein

PretoriaWestandididn'trentitout.JustthatFarai

staystherewheneverhe'sintown.Butonethingfor

sureiwasnotgoingtoleavemychildren.Imtaking

themwithmeorwecanevengotocourt.Itookmy

bagsandloadedtheminthecaranddroveoff.On

sundaynightMzwakhebroughtthekids.Hewasso



pissedoff.

Mzwakhe:andyoujustagreedtoleaveyourhouse?

Itoldthemnottotellyouthatyourhusbandis

missingandtheydidn'tlisten.Whatifsomething

happenedtothebaby?

Me:...youknowimpregnant?

Mzwakhe:ofcourse.Hetoldmebeforeheleft.I

don'tknowwhatgotintotheirheadsiwilltalkto

them.

Me:doyoualsothinkhe'sdead?

Mzwakhe:no.Imgoingtolookforhimmyselfand

bringhimhome.Don'tstressyourself.Your

husbandwillbeback.

Me:thankyou.

AfterMzwakhebroughtthekidshetoldmethathe'll

beleavingintwodaystimeandwouldn'tcome

backwithouthisbrother.Ibelievedhim.Ididn't

believethatmyhusbandisdead.Thosethree

bustardstreatedmelikedirt.Cametomyhouse

andshouted.Sayingtheyarethereforthekids.I



shutthedoorontheirface.Sincethatdayistopped

talkingtoanyofthem.Amonthpassedanda

meetingwascalled.Idon'tevenknowwhatitwas

for.IgotreadyanddrovetoSilverlake.That'swhere

themeetingwasgoingtobe.Carswereparked

outsidesoiparkedmineandwentin.Ihadmissed

myhouse.ThefirstpeopleIsawweremamaand

baba.Mamawasputtingfoodonthetable.

Mama:welcomemydaughter.Howareyou?

Me:imgoodandyouma?

Mama:Khanyisileyou'velostweight.What'sgoing

on?Youdon'tevencallanymoreandsaidnothing

aboutthebaby.

Baba:sitdownandlet'seat.Wewilltalkafter.

Me:imnothungry.

Mama:sitdownandeat.

Isatdownandalleyeswereonme.Mamasaid

graceandwestartedeating.Afterweweredonei

tooktheplatestothekitchenandcameback.

Muzi:ileaveforamonthandifindeverythinga



mess!Areyouincapableoftakingcareofthefamily?

Shaka:wetookcareofthings.

Muzi:youmeankickingKhanyisileoutofherhouse

takingcareofthefamily?Whatwouldourbrother

sayaboutthat?

Mabutho:wedidwhatisgoodforhim.

Muzi:doyouknowhowangryhewillbewhenhe

comesbackandfindsthatyoukickedhiswifeout

ofherhome?Didyouthinkofthebaby?

Siya:it'snothisbaby.Shecantfoolus.It'snothis

baby.

Muzi:thulawena!didhetellyouthat?Coshetold

metolookafterhiswifebecauseshe'spregnant!

Whydidn'tyoutalktomefirst?

Siya:whataboutthemenshe'salwaysseenwith?

Me:soican'tdobusinesswithmen?Thosewere

clientsformycompany.

Muzi:andhowdidyouloseMpendulocosyouthree

weresupposedtobemonitoringhim?Nowyoulet

Mzwakhegothere.Whatifsomethinghappenedto



himtoo?Ayyouneverthinkbeforeyoudothings.

Itwasquietintheroom.Noonewassaying

anything.

Muzi:Khanyisilewhydidyouleave?

Me:ididn'tleavetheykickedmeout.

Muzi:outofyourownhouse?Andwhat'sthisihear

aboutyougoingtowork?Ithoughtyoutalkedwith

yourhusbandthatyouwillleavework.

Me:iwasworkingbeforehemarriedme.Whydoi

havetoquit?

Muzi:you'renotgoingtoworkagainuntilthekids

areoldenough!

Baba:ihopeiwillneverbecalledformeetingslike

theseagain.NinanixolisekuKhanyisile.Youdid

herwrong.

Me:there'snoneed.

Baba:sicelaubuyeekhayamakoti.Weapologizefor

whatthesefoolsdid.Comebacktoyourhome.

Me:nottobedisrespectfuloranything,butican't



comeback.Iwaskickedoutofherelikeadog.I

wasinsulted.Evenhadmykidsthreatenedtobe

takenfromme.Evenmyownfatherhasnever

talkedtomelikethat.Yeshedoesreprimandme

butnotlikethat.Itoldyoursonsiwouldnever

cheatonmyhusbandbuttheycontinuedinsulting

me.Ithurttohearpeopleiconsiderfamilytalking

likethataboutme.Soimfinewhereiam.

Mama:isn'tthereanotherwayicanchangeyour

mind?Please.Justdothisforyourhusbandand

children.

Me:idon'tthinkthat'llbepossible.Imnotreadyto

comebackhere.

Baba:makotibuyaekhaya.Thesethreewill

apologizeandwemoveforwardandfocuson

bringingyourhusbandback.Iwouldliketoseeyou

backinyourhousetoday.Andnina,whogaveyou

permissiontomakedecisionsinthisfamily?

Sometimesyouactwithoutthinking.

Afterthatmeetingiwentbacktomyhouseand

packedmystuffandtookthekidsandmovedback



toSilverlakesameday.Tobehonestiwasstarting

togettired.Beingtoldwhattodowhenever

someonefeelslikeit.

IwaswatchingtvwhenMnqobishowedup.Hesat

nexttomeandlayhisheadonmylap.Thekids

missedtheirfather.Andeverytimetheyaskedmei

didnotevenhaveanansweranymore.Months

wentbyandhewasnotevencomingback.Ieven

believedthathe'sdead.Myduedatecame.Luckily

wehadMmeMaggiewithus.Shehelpedmeget

readytogotothehospital.Andalsowestillhad

thedriver.ThankGodforthat.Iwasinlabourfor

hours.Thepainthatiwentthrough!Butiwas

gratefulwheniheardthatlittlecry.

Dr:it'sagirl.

Ismiledatthat.Mylittlegirl.Ipassedoutafterthat

andonlywokeuplate.Thenursehelpedmebath

andtheybroughtmygirl.

Nurse:sowhat'shername?

Me:OnaleronaKhoza.



Weheardsomenoiseandthefamilycamein.Itwas

thebrotherstogetherwiththeirwives.Whywould

theyallowsuchacrowdinhere?

Muzi:MaKhozasiyabongaforlenkosazanayakwa

Khoza.Haveyounamedher?

Me:yes.KeOnalerona.

Mabutho:andazuluname?

Me:Shedoesn'thaveone.

Thethreebrothersapologisedbutijustchoosenot

toassociatemyselfwiththemthatmuch.That's

goodformysoul.

Siya:shelooksexactlylikeLisa.Thankyouforthis

beautifulgift.

Me:oh?IthoughtthiswasnotaKhozachild.

Nxa!Iwishiclickedmytoungeoutloudbuti

couldn'tdoit.Didn'twanttoseemdisrespectful.



Muzi:soshe'sonlygoingtohaveonename?

Me:herfatherwillnameherwhenhecomesback.

Andhergrandmothersaidshehasaname.

Theylookedateachothersad.

Me:ifyou'regoingtofeelpityformethenleave.I

knowmyhusbandisnotdead.Heisoutthereand

willcomehome.

Bongani:umcaniholdher?

Igavehertohimandhewassmiling.Outofall

thesepeopleinherehealsobelievesthatMpendulo

isalive.EventhoughIwasalsostartingtobelieve

thathe'sdeadnowibelievehe'salive.Hehasto

comebackformeandourchildren.

[07/06,19:00] :*STORYOFMY
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Sittingeverydayforsomethingthatyou'renoteven

surewillhappenisuseless.It'sbeentwomonths

sinceIleftthehospital.Nosignofmyhusband.I'm

evenstartingtodoubtthathe'llevercomeback.

Nowijusttoldmyselftolearntolivewithouthim.

It'shardyesbutI'llmanage.

MmeMaggie:don'tworryaboutcooking.Youjust

stayhereandiwilldoeverything.Youmustres.

You'realwaysupatnightlookingafterher.

Me:kalebogamama.Iwillbeinthesittingroom if

youneedme

MmeMaggie:okay.

I'mgratefulforthiswoman.Igrewupwithsomeif

herkids.She'sfrommykasi.Whentheysayittakes

avillagetoraiseachildiputherinthat.Icansay

thatshealsocontributedtomegrowingup.And

nowshe'shelpingmeraisemychildren.Sowetake



herasfamilyhere.Itookmylaptopandsome

snacksandjuiceandwenttositdown.Beforeican

evenstarteatingmysnacksthere'saknock.Willi

evergetabreak?Igotupandwenttoopenthedoor

Me:ohit'syou.

Bongani:isthathowyouwelcomeus?

Me:ithoughtimadeitclearthatyouallarenot

welcomehere.

Mabutho:untilwhenareyougoingtostopusfrom

seeingthekids?

Me:youcanseeyourbrother'skids.Butplayfar

awayfrommybaby.She'snoteventhreemonths

yet.Soyou'renotallowedtogetintoherroom.

Shaka:isthatwhyyouevenshutthedooronus?

Uyasanganayini?

Me:youcan'tcometomyhousetotellmethat.I

thoughtyousaidshe'snotaKhozababy.Sowhydo

youwanttoseeher?

Siya:weapologizedforthat.

Me:ohpleaseSiya.Thatwasalameexcuse.Okay



sotellme.Ifyourbrotherdieswhereverheiswhat

areyougoingtodotome?Kickmeoutagain?

Siya:wearenothereaboutthat.

Me:Siyaletmetellyousomething.Stopletting

thesetwoputyouintotheirunnecessaryfeudthat

theyhavewithme.JustbecausetheythinkI'mnot

fitforthisfamilyyouaregoingtofollowsuit?The

firsttimeInetyouyouweresonice.Idon'tknow

whathappenedtoyou.Nowifyou'llexcuseme.I

needsomeair.

Bonga:soyouwon'tletusseeher?

Me:you'llseeherafterprovidingthatshe'syour

brother'sbaby.Orwhenyoufindhimandheallows

youtoseeher.Butnowidon'tcare.Youwon'tsee

her.

Bongani:Khabyisileithoughtwehadalready

resolvedthisasafamy.

Me:Bonganiidon'thaveaproblemwithanyone

here.Thesethreehaveaproblemwithme.Ifyouor

yourotherbrotherswanttoseeOnaleronayou're

welcomebutnotthesethree.Ifyoucomewiththem



thenyouwon'tseeher.

I'mtiredofthesepeopleplayingallovermyhead.

I'malreadystressedbuttheyareaddingtoit.They

don'tknowwhatI'mgoingthrough.Theyhavetheir

wiveswiththem.I'mtheonewhohastothinkabout

whethermyhusbandwilleverbefoundornot.This

thingiseatingmeinside.Itrytohidehowbrokeni

amfromthekids.ButI'mnotaniron.Ibreak.And

todayisoneofthosedays.NowI'mcrying.Iwipe

mytearsquicklywhenmmeMaggiecomes.

Mme:it'sfinetocrymychild.Don'tkeepitinside.

Me:idon'tknowwhattodoanymore.It'shard.

Mme:yourhusbandwillbefound.Justbestrong.

Me:I'vebeenstrongforalmostayear.Whyishenot

comingorcontactingus?

Ileavethesittingroomasifeelmytearsaboutto

fall



NDONI

Marryingyoungisgoodbutalsohasitsbadside.

Shaka'smotherdoesn'tlikeme.Ican'tsayanything

abouthisfatherbecausehe'saman.Andevenifhe

doesntlikemehedoesntsayit.I'vebeenthrough

hellinthismarriagethatieventhoughtofleaving.

Mymotherinlawhasbeenpesteringmeabout

wheniwouldgivethemgrandkids.Irememberthe

dayigotshotthreeyearsago.Sheshoutedeven

whenshecouldseethatiwasinpain.Calledme

uselessbecauseicouldn'tdoasimplethinglike

givingbirthtoachild.Asifitsthatsimple.Thatis

oneofthereasonswhyIneversetfootinthe

villagesagain.IfShakawantstogoheknowsthat

hewillhavetogoaloneandnotwithme.Nowwe

arewaitingforhim tocomebacksowecanall

leave.It'smygraduationday.imsurethatwomanis

tyereasonhe'slate.Thatwomanispureevil.She's

thedefinitionofadevil.Butthat'sastoryforanother

day.NowI'mfinallyaCA(SA).Iamproudofmyself.

Idon'tknowhowImanagedtopasswithwhatiwas



goingthrough.WedecidetoleavebecauseShakais

notcoming.WegettoHilcrestcampusandit'sfilled

withgraduates.Theceremonystartsandtheystart

callingnames.JustastheycallmynameShaka

comesintothehall.Atleasthemadeit.Iwould

havereallybeenhurtifhedidn'tcome.Iacceptmy

degreewithhappinesswrittenovermyface.I

graduatedwithdistinctions.Ismilewheniseemy

husbandcheeringforme.That'swhatIlovemost

abouthim.Hissupport.He'ssupportive.Afterthe

ceremonyweallgotoourplace.They'veprepared

something.Wearegoingtocelebrate.Heeventook

adayoffjustsohecouldbehere.

Dad:I'mproudofyoumybaby.Youmadeyourold

manreallyproud.Thisdegreenoonecantakeit

fromyou.Anythingcantoanendbutyour

educationwillneverdisappear.Mymoneywasnot

wasted.Youknewexactlywhatyouwantedand

wentforit.That'showitis.UsZuluswedon'tgive

up.That'swhywealwaysfinishwhatwestart.

Everyonesaidtheirspeechanditwassogood.

Aftereveryonelefticleanedthehouseandput



platesinthedishwasher.Iwenttoshowerandthen

cameanddressedintomynightdress.My

husband'sphonestartedringing.Hemusthave

forgottenitwhenhewenttothestudy.Letmetake

ittohim.Itstopsringingthenamessagepopsin.

"Pickupyourphone.Oryouwantmetocometo

yourplaceandtalktoyourwife?"

Who'sthis?Itringsagain.ThistimeIanswer.

Voice:whydidyouleavemeonmyownknowing

thatyourkidsaresick!?Ican'tdothisonmyown.

You'realsomyhusband!

Mybodybecamecoldsametime.Itwaslikeidied

andwokeup.

Voice:ididn'tmakethesekidsonmyown.Ifyou

don'tcomebackiwilldumpthematyourwife's

house.

Idecidediheardenough.Iputthephoneonthe

tablewithoutcuttingoffthecall.Wheniraisedmy



headShakawaslockingthedoor.

Me:pleaseopenthedoor.

Shaka:whereareyougoingthislate?

Me:pleaseopenthedoor.

Shaka:babyiwasgoingtotellyou

Me:tellmewhat?Thatyou'remarried?Thatyou

havekids?Whenwereyougoingtotellme?

Shaka:iwasjustwaitingfortherighttime.

Me:whenistherighttime?Whendidithappen?Was

itthetimeyou'dgotothevillageandcomeback

afteraweek?Wereyouwithher?

Shaka:I'msorry.

Me:howlonghaveyoubeenmarried?

Shaka:wegotmarriedyesterday.

Me:ohthat'swhyyouwerelateformygraduation

today.Youshouldhavejuststayedwithyourfamily.

Whatareyoudoingherewiththisbarrenuseless

woman?



Shaka:mylovedon'ttalklikethat.I'msorry.Please

forgiveme.

Me:whendidthisstart?Ithoughtwewerehappy.

Yousaidifwecan'thavechildrenwe'daddopt.

Whathappenedtothat?

Shaka:wecanstilladopt.Ionlysleptoncewithher

andshefellpregnantwithtwinsthenmydadsaidi

hadtomarryher.

Me:stupidme.Ibelievedyouwhenyousaidtheir

opiniondoesn'tmatter.Yourparentsputme

throughalot.Yourmothermadesuretotellanyone

whocaredtolistenthatican'tgiveyoukids.And

thisishowyoudome?Yousaidtherewouldbeno

thirdpartyinourmarriage.

Shaka:I'msorryaboutthis.Wecanstillhaveour

baby.Wecanadopt.Eventhetwinscanvisithere.

Me:argg.Nxa.Uyangijwayelawena.

Shaka:Ndoniyamanziukhulumanamikanjalo?

You'redisrespectfulnow.

Me:justgetoutofthisroom.Gotothevillage.Your



kidsareSick.Andleavemealone.

Shaka:ican'tleaveyoualone.

Me:you'vebeenleavingmealoneforweeks.What's

changednow?Ihopeshemakesyouhappy.

Igotundertheblanketsandsleptwithabroken

heart.

....

WhenIwokeupifoundhissideofthebedempty.I

madebreakfastthenwenttoshower.Afteriwentto

eat.

Me:whogaveyoutherighttoeatmyfood?

Shaka:I'mnotsupposedtoeatinthishouse?

Me:don'tyouhaveanotherwifewhowillcookfor

you?It'sthelasttimeyoueatfoodmadebyme.

Yourwifewillcookforyou.



Shaka:ijustmarriedherbecauseofthekids.Idon't

loveher.

Me:wecouldhavetalkedaboutthisandmaybe

triedsurrogacy.

Shaka:ididn'tthinkaboutthat.

Me:goodforyou.Ihopeshewasworthit.

Shaka:I'mgoingtothevillage.Iwanttofindouthow

thekidsare.

Me:youdon'thavetotellmeanything.Youdon't

havetoaskformypermission.

Ilethimleavethentookmycarkeysandleft.I

droveofftotheonlyfriendiknew.TheothersthatI

wasfriendswithleftthiscountry.Lyniqueand

KarenareinChina.Theyarelivingtheirbestlives.I

driveintoJohan'sdrivewayandparkmycar.I

knockandheopensforme.Ithrowmyselfathim.

Hedoesn'taskquestions.Hejusthugsme.

Thenwewentinsidehishouse.

Me:pleaseholdme.



Johan:whyareyoucrying?

Me:hecheatedandhadkids.Hehastwinsandhas

marriedthewoman.

Johan:I'msosorry.Butheseemedlikeagoodguy.

Me:that'swhatialsothought.Hepromisedthathe

wouldnothurtme.

Johan:itwillpass.

Me:please...Pleasehelpmeforget.

Johan:Ndoniyou'rehurtingandIcan'ttake

advantageofthat.Icanonlyofferyouashoulderto

cryon.

Me:I'msorryiaskedthat.Ihavetogo.

Ican'tbelieveiaskedJohanthat.OhmyGodwhat

wouldhavehappenedifhedidn'tturnmedown?

Whatifhetookadvantageofme?Damn!Igothome

andparkedmycar.IseeShaka'scar.Ithoughthe

left.IgetintothehouseandI'mwelcomedbycries

ofababy.



Shaka:wheredidyougo?

Me:ihavealifeoutsidethishouse.Whosebabyis

thatcrying?

Shaka:it'sthetwins.

Me:awungibonistruu.Iwantadivorce.

Shaka:getthatrubishoutofyourmind.

Me:youthinkI'mplaying?Getthiswomanandher

kidsoutofhereoriwillbetheonegettingoutof

here.

Shaka:you'renotleavingme.Wesaidvowsthat

we'llbetogethertilltheendoftime.

Me:whobrokethevows?

Ilefthimthereandwenttoourroomandstarted

packingmystuff.Iwasnotgoingtostayinthe

samehouseasasidechick.I'dbedammed.

Shaka:pleaseforgiveme.Ididn'tconsideryour

feelings.Ishouldn'thavebroughtthemhere.I

shouldn'thavedoneitwithouttalkingtoyoufirst.I

promiseiwilltakecareofthis.



Me:it'stoolateforthat.I'mleaving.I'mgoinghome.

You'veopenedourhometoastranger.I'd

understandifitwasjustthekids.Youdisrespected

me.Goodbye.

Fromthedayilefthomemyhusbandhasbeen

callingmeandiendedupblockinghisnumber.I

askedkyfather'slawyertofilefordivorce.The

papersarereadyandI'mtakingthemtohim.I

knockonthedoorandhecomestoopenwithakid

onhisarms.

Me:hello.

Shaka:comein.Letmeputhimtosleep.I'llbewith

youjustnow.

Ididn'tevenwanttosit.Ijuststoodatthesame

place.

Shaka:I'mback.Youhavenoideahowhappyiam

toseeyou.Icametoyourparentsplaceandyou

didn'twanttoseeme.

Me:ithinkwebothknowthereasonforthat.I



broughtthesepapers.

Shaka:whataretheyfor?

Me:it'sbeentwomonths.Ithinkwebothknowthat

thiswasthenextstage.

"Shakawheredidyouput....Ohmychildyou'reback.

"

Me:hellomom.Ijustcametogive...

Shaka:yesmom.She'sbackandwearefixingour

marriage.

Mom:youshouldbegratefulthatshe'swillingto

comeback.Youfindagoodwomanandyoucheat.

Youwillneverbeluckymorethanonce.Ihopethis

timeyouwillneverrepeatthesamemistake.She

shouldhavepunishedyoufortheentireyear.Come

mydaughter.Comeandhelpme.

Shuu!WhatgavehertheideathatI'mback?She

didn'tevengivemeachancetospeak.Sheheldmy

handandwentwithmetothekitchen.



Mom:youseemychild,menandbeingungrateful.

Sometimestheyjustdon'tthinkabouthowtheir

actionshurtothers.Buticommendyouforcoming

back.Itshowshowmuchyouloveyourhusband

butdon'tletitbearegularthing.Ifthishappens

againjustdon'ttakehisnonsense.Standyour

ground.Asforthathomewreckerdon'tworryabout

her.Shewillnevercomebackhere.Imadesureof

that.

Me:sothetwinsstayhere?

Mom:no.Theyjustvisit.

Me:okay.

Wecookedandtookeverythingtothetableandi

wenttocallShakaanddadtocomeandeatf.

Dad:thankyouforcomingbackmakoti.Nowme

andmywifecanleave.We'vebeenhereforawhile

now.

Ismiled.



Shaka:thanksforcoming.Iknowicanalwayscount

onyou.

Aftereatingwewenttobed.Ishoweredandgotinto

bedquickly.

Shaka:iknowyou'renotsleeping.Canyouhelpme

withthebabies?

Me:ididn'tcomehereforbabies.Assoonasmom

anddadleaveI'mleaving.

Shaka:ilostyouonce.Notagain.Iwillfixthings.

Comehere.

Me:ihavetocallmymom.Shemustbeworried.

Shaka:butyou'vealreadycalledher.Iheardyou.

Arrg.Itakeofftheblanketsandwenttothecot.

Theirbigeyeswereallopen.Idon'tthinktheyare

evergoingtosleepanytimesoon.

Shaka:rememberhowgoodyouwerewithMnqobi.

You'reborntobeagoodmother.

Me:tootherpeople'schildrenright?

Shaka:I'msorry.



Me:don'tbe.It'snotyourfaultI'mbarren.

Shaka:you'renotbarren.

Ibendandtookoneofthebabies.Helookedinmy

eyes.Isatwithhimonthebed.Helooksexactlylike

hisfather.Allofthem.

Me:theylooklikeyou.

Hesmiled.Ifedthebabyuntilhesleptthentookthe

other.Ididthesame.Thenafterthatwewenttothe

mainbedroom.

Shaka:youknowthisbedwassocoldwithoutyou.I

missedyou.

Me:i...

Shaka:shh.Sshh.Don'tsayanything.

Weletthesilenceovertakeus.Itwasacomfortable

silence.Whyistherethisstrongdesireforcingme

tohim?Thisisnotwhyicamehere.Idon'tknow

howifoundmyselfunderhimbutithappened.I

foundmyselfpantingunderhim.Hefilledmewith

hisseedsandrammedhardintome.Hegotoffand

pulledmyheadonhischest.Ifellasleeplistening



tohisheartbeat.

"Breakfastinbedformywife."

Me:I'mstillsleeping.

Shaka:wakeupbeautiful.

Me:I'mup.Nowstopwiththatface.Letmetakea

quickshower.Ifeelhot.

Shaka:mmh.

Itookaquickshowerandhadmybreakfast.

Me:whyareyoulookingatmelikethat?

Shaka:wereyoureallygoingtodivorceme?

Me:yes.Assoonasyousignediwasgoingtotake

mybagsandleave.

Shaka:gowhere?

Me:Taiwan.Everythingofmineispackedandready.

Ifoundajobthere.Ijusthavetosignonthedotted

linesofthecontractthenleave.

Shaka:ireallyhurtyouneh?



Me:alot.

Shaka:ngiyaxolisa.

Me:don'tsaysorry.Justletyouractionsshowhow

sorryyouare.Didthetwinseat?

Shaka:theyarestillsleeping.Butimadethemfood.

Mnqobiishere.

Me:really?

Shaka:yes.HecamewithLisa.Anywayafterbhuti

isfoundwearemovingtoSilverlakegolfestate.

Me:withthemotheròfyourkids?

Shaka:I'mtryinghere.WhywouldImoveintoa

housethatwasboughtforuswithher!?

Me:whenwegotthathouseitwasjustyouandme!

Itwasjustgoingtobeourfamily.Weweregoingto

adoptbutyouhadotherplansforyourself!

Shaka:Ndoni.

Me:noShaka.I'mallowedtobeangry!Youbetrayed

me!Hurtmeintheworstwayever!Soyoudon'tget

totellmeanything!



Shaka:that'snotwhat....

Me:youhurtmesomuch.Whatyoudidjustproved

yourparentsright.Thatyoudon'tlovemealotlike

yousay.Ifyoudidyouwouldn'thavehurtme.Iask

myselfquestionsifI'lleverbeenoughforyouifi

comebackhere.Willtherebeotherwomen?That's

howitstarts.Whatiftheoneyouhavenowcan't

giveyoukidsanymoreareyougoingtotakeathrid

wifeandsoon?

Tellme!You'vechangedmeintosomeoneI'mnot.I

alwaysthinkbadlyofpeople.Ialmostsleptwith

someoneelsebecauseofyou.Ialmostdidwhati

toldmyselfiwouldneverdo!

Iwipedmytearsbuttheykeptfalling.

Shaka:whatdoyoumeanyoualmostsleptwith

someoneelse!?Didhetouchyou!?Tellme!

Me:ineverythingisaidyouonlyheardthat?

Shaka:ngizobulalaumuntu!Notwithmywife!



Hebangedthedoorasheleft.Icontinuedeating

myfood.

Voice:mommyareyoucrying?

Lisa:whereismommy?

Mnqobi:lookonthebed.

Theyranandthrewthemselvesonthebed.

Lisa:whyareyoucrying?

Me:ihavesomethinginmyeyes.

Lisa:mydaddysaysthatwhenhecries.Youleft.Did

youleavewithmydaddy?Doyouknowwherehe

is?Didyoucomeandtakehim?iwantmydaddy.

Mnqobi:youheardgogo.He'llcomenextweek.

Lisa:okay.I'mnotgoingtocryagain.

Thesekidsreallymisstheirdad.Ihopetheyfind

him.



AfterawhileofShakanotcomingbackievengave

uponleaving.Mymomcalledandaskedhow

Shakatookthedivorce.Itoldherwewerenotgoing

throughwithitandshewasangry.Therewasmore

tohowangryshesounded.Mydadtookthephone

andtoldmeabouthowiwouldgobackhomeina

bodybag.Ididn'tunderstandwhathemeant

becausemyhusbanddoesn'tabuseme.Itriedto

callagainbuttheyneverpickedmycalls.Maand

babaleftwithLisaandMnqobi.Itwasjustmeand

thetwinsleft.Ibaththemandfeedthem.I'm

startledwhenNkanyeziissnatchedfromme.Itwas

theirmother.Wheredidsheevencomefrom?

Sihle:whatdoyouthinkyouaredoing?

Me:youdon'thavetobelikethis.Thesearemy

husband'skids.Whatwillidotothem?

Sihle:idon'twantyounexttomykidsyouwitch!

Me:takeyourkidsandleave!

Sihle:youdon'tgetto...

Me:getoutofmyhouse!Ialsodon'teverwantto

seeyouhere!Youmayhavegivenhimkidsbutyou



willnevergetevenapieceofhim.Afterallyou're

justastrangerthatcarriedhisbabies.That'sall

you'lleverbe.

Sihle:I'malsohiswife!

Me:iwon'targuewithyou.Where'syourring?

Sihle:he'sstillgoingtobuyit.

Me:withwhatmoney?Mine?Goodluck.

Sihle:youdon'tworksowhatmoneyareyoutalking

about?

Me:ohiseeyoudon'tknow.Hismoneyismy

moneyandI'mgoingtomakesurehedivorcesyou.

Andyourdearestmotherinlawwilldonothing

aboutit.AndI'mgoingtomakesureyouleavewith

nothingbutyourclothes.Nowleavemyhouse.

Sihle:I'mnotgoinganywhere.Iwillsithereandwait

formyhusband.Youleavefortwomonthsand

thinklifewillstop?

Me:okaysithereandwaitforhim.Waitforyour

husband.



Ilefthersittingonthecouch.Thebabiesmoved

aroundthehouseplayingandmakingnoise.I

cookedandputShaka'sfoodinthemicrowave.

Voice:what'sthenoisethatI'mhearingfromthe

gate?.

Me:talktoyourwife.Putherinherplace.Ididn't

comebacktobedisrespected.

Shaka:Wenawhatareyoudoinghere?

Sihle:I'mhereformykidsorelsethisbarrenuseless

womanmightkillthem.

OhI'veheradenoughofthat.

Shaka:youwantmetostopyoufromhavingaccess

tothetwins?Ifthat'swhatyouwantthenkeepon

doingthat.Andsignthedivorcepapers.Iwon't

repeatmyself.Nowgetoutofhere!

AftersheleftifollowedbehindShaka.

Me:letmewarmyourfoodforyoubeforeIleave.



Shaka:leave?

Me:yes.I'mgoingbacktoPMB.

Shaka:kwenzenjanimanjhe?

Me:I'mgoingtofetchmyclothes.Orwhatwilliwear

here?

Hehuggedmetightly.

Shaka:ithoughtyouwereleavingmeagain.

Me:I'mnotgoinganywhere.

Shaka:I'msorryforbargingoutearlieron.

Me:it'sfine.Let'ssitdownandtalk.

Shaka:whodidyoualmostsleepwith?Did

somethinghappenbetweenyou?

Me:nothinghappened.Hesaidno.Hesaidhe

couldn'ttakeadvantageofmypain.Sodon'tstress

aboutit.

Shaka:I'msorry.It'smyfault.Ifididn'thurtyouthat

wouldn'thavehappened.NowI'mmakingapromise

toyou.Iwillneverputyouthroughwhatididagain.



Me:promisemeonething.Thatthatwomanwill

neversetfootinourhouseagain.Andthatnothing

willhappenbetweenyouwheneveryougotofetch

thekids.Idon'twanttohavetointeractwithher.

Andthatyouwilldivorceher.Iwon'tbesecondbest.

Ican'tandwon'tbeasomeone'ssisterwife.Thati

won'tstandfor.Whenicomebackhereyoumust

bedivorcedfromher.

.......

Igothomeandmomanddadweresittinginthetv

room.Mydadhasretiredfromhisjobsotheyare

alwayshome.

Mom:You'reback.Howareyou?

Me:I'mgoodmomhowareyou?

Mom:good.Didhesign?

Dad:whydoifeellikeyou'reforcinghertogeta

divorce?Letherdecideforherself.

Mom:I'mtheonewhohadtodealwithhersuicide



attemptswhileyouslept.Ihadtogothrough

everythingonmyownfortwomonths.Youdon't

knowthepainifeltwithherthesepasttwomonths.

Theyevencallherawitchthere.Whatifonedaywe

wakeupandourbabyhasbeenburnttodeath?Do

youwantustogothroughthat?

Dad:iunderstandwhereyouarecomingfrombutlet

herdothisonherown.

Mom:iknowyoulovethatboyforourdaughterbut

don'tletitmakeyoublindandnotseewhat'sgoing

on.Idon'twantanyonemistreatingmydaughter.

Dad:ialsowanthertoleavethatboybutitmustbe

onherownterms.Let'snotinfluenceherpleasemy

wife.Let'sgivehertimetodealwiththisherself.

Iwenttomyroomandcriedmyself.HowcanIgo

backtohimwhenmymomishurtinglikethis?How

willibehappywhenmymomisnot?Itakemy

phoneandcallhim.Someoneanswersbutit'snot

him.Ithasn'tevenbeenfivehourssinceIleftbut

alreadyhe'swithher.

Me:whatareyoudoingwithmyhusband'sphone?



Sihle:ourhusband.Anywayhecametovisithis

family.

"Whatareyoudoingwithmyphone!?"

Shaka:babedidyouarrivewell?

Me:you'rewithher

Shaka:she'slying.Ididn'tcometovisither.I'mnot

evenatherplace.

Me:butyou'retogether.

Shaka:thetwinsaresickagain.Weareatthe

hospital.

Me:what'swrongwiththem?

Shaka:theywerevomitingandtheyhadblood

comingoutoftheirnose.Nowwe'rewaitingfora

plane.Wearegoingtokzn

Me:doyouwantmetocome?

Shaka:please.

Me:tellmewhenyouland.

Shaka:iloveyou.



Me:iloveyoutoo.

Itookmysuitcasesandlefttheroom.Ihadn't

unpacked.Ipushedthemoutandmyparents

lookedatme.

Mom:whereareyougoing?

Me:ihavetogobackmama.

Dad:youhaveadarkcloudhangingoveryou.That

familyhasbewitchedyou!You're23.Youstillhave

alottoachieve.Youcanstillgetmarriedagain.

You'retooyoung.Myonlyproblemwasallowing

youtogetmarriedwhileyoung.Nowlookwhat's

happening.

Me:dadnoonehasbewitchedme.I'mgoingback

onmyownaccord.

Dad:ifyouleavethroughthatdoordon'tevercome

back.Whenthatmotherinlawofyourskillsyoutell

themnottobringyourbodyhere.You'renolonger

partofthisfamily.

Me:dadyoucan'tsaythat.



Mom:he'sright.Don'tcomebackhere.We've

acceptedthatourdaughterisdead.Weonlyhave

onedaughter.

IpushedmybagsandleavetheplaceI'vealways

beenwelcomeat.NowI'mnolongerconsidered

partof.Icriedthewholewayuntilicouldn't.When

wearrivedathomeitookmybagstomyroom.We

didn'tgotoourhouseasmyhusbandwillcome

herefirst.Ipassedtheloungesofast.Isatonthe

bed.Therewasaknockbythedoor.Theperson

camein.

Me:whoisit?

Kea:ohsorryforjustbargingintoyourroom.It's

Kea.

Me:oh.howareyou?

Kea:I'llbefine.Howareyou?Isawhowhurtyou

lookedwhenyouwalkedpastthelounge.

Me:it'snothing.

Kea:youcantalktome.I'vehadmyfairshareof

problems.



Me:myhusbandcheatedonmeandhadtwinsthen

marriedthemother.IwantedadivorcebutnowI've

changedmymind.Myparentswantnothingtodo

withme.TheysayI'mnolongerwelcomeathome.

Imaginethat.

Kea:believemeyourparentsarejusthurtandangry.

MyfatherwantednothingtodowithMpenduloat

first.Hewantedmetostaywithmyex.Butididn't

giveuponhim.Ishowedmydadhowmuchilove

Mpenduloandheacceptedhim.Thingswillwork

outjustfine.Donotworry.

Me:iwentagainstmyparentsforsomebodyI'mnot

evensureabout.

Kea:ifyoulovehimenoughthenyouwillstandby

hisside.

Me:evenifit'skillingmeinside?

Kea:talktohimandtellhimwhat'sinsideyou.

Me:talkingtohimisliketalkingtoapolethat'sjust

standingthere.Helistensanddoeshisownthing.

It'slikeI'mtalkingtoastatue.



Welaughed.Shakareallydoesn'tlisten.

Kea:makehimlistentoyou.Onlyyouknowhow.Im

goingbacktotheothersnow.Don'tbeherealone.

Comeandjoinus.

Ifollowedbehindher.Therewasnoiseinthelounge.

Ohthebrothershavearrived.Ilookedformy

husbandandhestoodupafterseeingme.Hecame

andhuggedme.

Shaka:haveyoubeencrying?

Me:I'llbefine.

Shaka:comeandsitdown.

Me:howarethekids?

Shaka:they'llbefine.WearewaitingforMzwakhe

thenwecanleave.

Me:can'tistayhere?

Shaka:iwantyounexttome.I'llbeabletofocus.

*TOBECONTINUED*
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*CHAPTER14*

*NDONIYAMANZI*

Mzwakhearrivedandwehadtoleave.Ittookalot

forustoleave.Wheneverthecarwasstarted

NkanyeziorNkazimulowouldcry.Ontheotherside

iwasstartingtogetirritated.Sihlecouldn'tstop

talking.Whenwegotthereatraditionalhealerhad

alreadybeencalled.Iknowidon'tlikethiswoman

Sihlebutisympathisewithher.Shehasbeencrying

alottoday.I'msureit'sveryhardseeingyour

childrensick.

Shaka:goandrestinourroom.

Me:no.I'lljuststayoutsidehere.

Shaka:it'shothere.



Me:I'llstayundertheshade.We'releavingtoday

right?

Shaka:yes.Iwillbuyfoodforyou.

Me:thanks.

Shaka:here.Youcangoandstayinthecar.

Me:I'llbefine.Okayyoucanleavethekey.

Itookthekeyandhekissedme.Iclearedmythroat

aspeoplewerelookingatus.Hewenttothehut.

Voice:hi.

Me:hi.Howcanihelpyou?

Thesevillagewomenlikebullyingmejustbecause

I'myoung.Butnowidon'tcare.Idon'tknowwhat

thisonewantshere

MaCele:sisiunjani?

Me:ngiyaphilanina?

MaCele:siyaphilasisi.Uyabizwaekhishini?

Me:foryini?

MaCele:haybosisikuyaphekwaekhishini.



Me:idon'tcookhere.

"YohobhutiShakanokuzibizelaamaindiyala

ekhaya."Shemumbledthat.

Me:Maindiyaayenzenimanjebo?

MaCele:uzodlaniumyeniwakhosisi?

Me:angithiI'mnotaloneinhislife.Weren'tyou

celebratingwhentheyhadtheirmarriagewhileI

wasinthedark?Evennowyoumustjustleaveme

alone.Goandtellhertohelpyoucook.

MaCele:herkidsaresick.Comeandworkwithus.

Me:Ididnothaveatraditionalweddinghere.And

theparentsdidnotcometomywedding.TheyDon't

recognizemeasoneofyouhere.Sowhenitcomes

tocookingimustslave?

MaCele:youwillnoteathereifyoudon'twork.

Me:icanbuymyownfood.

Sheleftfurious.Isataloneundertheshadeuntil

theyweredone.Theygotoutofthehuthappyand

cheerful.Ihadapaininmyheart.Ifeltlikeidon't

belong.



Shaka:theyaredone.Thetwinswillstayherewith

theirmother.Iwilljustvisitthemasican'tstayhere.

Me:theywantedyoutostayhere?

Shaka:yes.Ifthekidsleavethevillagetheywill

alwaysbesick.Butican'tstayherebecauseihave

ajobinPretoriaandyou.Idon'twantthesepeople

mistreatingyou.

Ijustnodded.

Me:areweleaving?

Shaka:yes.Let'sgo.

*NARRATED*

Sihle:mayousaidthiswouldwork.Ievensigned

thedivorcepapers.Justlikeyousaid.Ilostmy

husbandtothatbarrenthing!

Ma:that'smyplan.Everythingwillworkoutjustfine.

Justwaitandsee.

Sihle:ifitdoesn'tworkoutI'llcausetroubleforyou.I



knowyourbigsecret.Don'tforgetthat.

Ma:doyouthinkI'dforgetwhenyouthreatenme

everychanceyouget?Ihavealottolose!

Sihle:it'sgoodthatyouknow.OrI'dshowyouwhat

I'mmadeof.

Shaka:babeyourphoneisringing.

Ndoni:answerit.Ihaveflouronmyhands.

Hepressedtheyesbuttonandputiton

loudspeaker.

Voice:heyNdoni

Ndoni:umhi.Howareyou?

Johan:notgood.I'vebeenthinkingaboutyou.

Ndoni:thinkingaboutme?

Johan:iregretturningyoudownthatday.Youknow

I'vealwayslovedyou.Ijustrespectedthefactthat

you'reinarelationship.Nowthatyouaregettinga

divorcemaybewecantrysomethingout.

Ndoni:umidon'tthinkthatwillbepossible.Ilove

myhusbandandwe'rebacktogether.



Johan:howlongagainbeforehehurtsyouagain?

WhataboutTaiwan?Ibethedoesntwantyoutogo.

Nandi:it'smydecisionnottogo.

Johan:icanrelocatewithyou.Thisisagood

opportunitythatyou'relettinggoof.

Shakawenttohiswifeandkissedher.

Johan:Ndoniareyoustillthere?

Ndoni:aah

Johan:areyoualright?

Ndoni:uhmstopdoingthatimonthephone!Johan

canwetalksometimelater?I'mbusybakinghere.

Johan:okaycallme.

Shaka:doyoulikewhatI'mdoingtoyou?Ithinkwe

shouldtakethistothebedroom.Therearekidshere.

Ndoni:stop.

Shestartedlaughing.Thecallgotdropped.

Shaka:andthat'showyoudealwithsmallboys.

Ndoni:didyouhaveto?I'msurehe'shurtrightnow.



Shaka:it'snotmyproblem.Mindgivingyour

husbandsomelovingmyUsainBolt?

Ndoni:ifyoudon'tstopusingthatnameiwon'tbe

responsibleformyactions.

Shaka:youshouldhavejoinedathletics.Youusedto

runbackthen.Butijustcouldn'tletyougo.

Ndoni:youdidn'tlikeitwheniusedtorun.

Shaka:becauseyou'dfalleverytimeandithurtme

seeingyoulikethat.

Ndoni:wellilikeditwhenyoudancedforme.Idon't

knowwhatwasgoingonwithyouthatday.You

dancedsomuchforme.Beuphethweyinivele?

Shaka:uthandoMaZulu.Uthando.

Ndoni:imissNdusomuch.Doyouthinkishould

callhisfatherandmaybehecancomeduring

holidays?

Ndoni:babegoandreceivethethethingsiordered

outside.Please.

Shaka:talktoyourbrother.Hewon'tsayno.



Shaka:uyangithumamanjhe?

Ndoni:I'mbusy.I'llbedoneaoon

Shaka:whatisit?

Me:it'sbedsforthekidsandNdumiso.I'mgoingto

decoratetheirrooms.

Shaka:you'ddothatformyboys?

Ndoni:ourboys.I'veacceptedmyfatetyatiwont

havekidssoyoudon'thavetowalkineggshells

whenthetwinsarehere.Theywillhealandvisit.

Shaka:youhaveabeatifulheart.Thankyou.

"Heybabelookwhatibrought?Yourfavorite"

Ndoni:wowsheevenknowyourfavorite.Ithasn't

evenbeenaweeksinceyoudivorcedandalready

she'sheretowinyouback.Willieverhavepeace

here?

Shaka:babe...

Sihle:herehaveataste.

Ndoni:you'retakingit?



Shaka:I'mveryhungryandyou'renotdoneyet.

Ndoni:nxa!Staywithher!

Shaka:Ndoni!

Ndoni:I'mdonefoolingmyself.Pleasesignthe

divorcepapers.

Sihle:youdon'thavetoleave.Wecanco-exist.

Shaka:babewecantalkaboutthis.Ididn'tsayi

wantherbackhere.Justeatingthecakeshe

broughtdoesn'tmeananything.

Ndoni:isawhowyoulookedather.Ihopewhenthe

mutitheyservedyoustopsworkingitwon'tbetoo

late.

NDONI

Ipushedmybagslookingatthisplaceicalled

homeforsixyears.Ibookthenextavailableflight

andleave.Hesignedthedivorcepapers.Ithought

hewouldfightforourlove.Ialwaysputalotof

workinourrelationship.It'stimeiputmyselffirst.

Theuberdrivesmetotheairportandtearscan't

stopfalling.Ireachthereandwaitformyflight.



Whentheycallitileave.There'snotevenanounce

tellingmetogetoutorregretgettingintheplane.

I'vehadenough.InsteadofgoingtoTaiwaniopted

forJapan.Iwilljustworktherewithnooneknowing

whereiam.I'vealwaysputeveryonebeforeme.

Nowit'stimeiputmyselffirst.Evenmyparents

wantnothingtodowithmebecauseofaman.I

don'tknowforhowlongiwillstayinJapanbut

whateverhappenshappens.Gettingmarriedata

youngagehadit'sgoodandbad.Iwasreallyhappy

inmymarriageforthefirstfouryears.Idid

everythingieverdreamtof.Butmostimportantlyi

wasloved.NooneeverlovedmelikeShakadid.He

stoodupforme.Putmefirstineverything.Ithink

himwantingkidschanged.Itputstrainonour

marriage.Andithinkblaminghimwon'tbefair.I

couldn'tgivehimwhathewanted.Maybewewere

reallynotdestinedtobetogether.Nowhere'stomy

newlifeinJapan.IhopeJapanhassomething

goodforme.

*KEATLARETSI*



Mybabyturned5monthslastweekandidecidedto

visithome.Ihaven'tbeenthereinawhile.Iwokeup

andgotreadyandbathedKarmen.That'sthename

hergrandmagaveher.Idressedherinherclothes

andtookmythings.Ikissedthetwinsgoodbyeand

waitedwaitedforthedriver.Theyweregonnabeleft

withtheirnanny.Thedooropened

Me:wecangoifyouareready.

Hesaidnothing.

Me:I...

Wordsleftmymouth.Therestoodmyhusband.

Lookingsothin.Hehadlostsomuchweight.I

lookedproperlyanditwashim.IputKarmenonthe

couchandrantohim.Iheldhimsotight.Ifeltlikeif

iletgoitwouldbeadreamandhewoulddisappear.

Tearswerefallingonmyeyes.

Mpendulo:shshh

HebrushedmybackwhileIcried.Thenannytook

Karmenandleftwithher.Icried.Criedforawhile.



Myhusbandwasback.Hesalive.That'sallthat

matters.

Mpendulo:imsorry.

Westayedjustlikethatnoonemoving.Iwaseven

shakingwiththewayiwas.Hepickedmeupand

wenttoourroom.Helayedmeonthebedandlay

besideme.Theonlythingyoucouldhearweremy

sniffing.Icrieduntilievenhadaheadache.Idon't

knowhowifellasleepbutiwokeuptotinyhands

touchingme.Iknewthetwinswereinmybedroom.

Iopenedmyeyesandlookedaround.Therehewas

holdingourdaughterwalkingaroundtheroom.Isat

downandlookedathim.

Ayanda:mama

Luyanda:baba

Hesmiledandkissedtheirforeheads.Theydidn't

forgethim.

Mpendulo:uvukilemama

Ismiled.Iwashappythathewashome.

Mpendulo:she'sfallingasleep.Letmetakeherto



thenursery.

Iwaitedforhimandhecamebackandsatonthe

bed.Thetwinsweresointohimanddidn'twantto

letgo.

Me:doesyourfamilyknowyou'reback?

Mpendulo:thisisthefirststopimade.Mzwakhe

droppedmeandleft.

Hisphonerangandhedroppedit.

Mpendulo:ijustwanttobewithyoutodaywithout

peoplecrowdingme.Let'sjustspendourdayin

here.

Me:okay.Areyoualright?ShouldImakeyoufood?

Mpendulo:I'vealreadyeaten.Icookedwhileyou

weresleeping.

Me:okay.Whathappened?

Mpendulo:thingswentwrong.Thepeoplethat

hijackedthetruckcameafterme.Iwasaloneand

theywerealot.Therewasnothingicouldhave

done.Theyattachedmeandleftmetodie.Ionly

wokeupinsomeman'shouse.Henursedmeback



tohealth.Ididn'trememberwhoiwas.Didn'tknow

whereiamfrom.Knewnothingaboutmyselfand

theoldmansaidhewillkeepmeuntilIremember.

Me:soyoudidn'trememberanythingthiswhole

time?

Mpendulo:that'swhatthemansaid.

Me:imjusthappyyou'rehome.Nothingelse

matters.

Mpendulo:you'velostweight.

Me:iwasstressedwitheverythingthatwasgoing

on.Icouldn'tcope.

Mpendulo:Mzwakhetoldme.Imnotgoingtoleave

youagain.

Westayedthereinbedandipreferreditlikethat.

Justbequietandforgetabouteverythingweboth

wentthrough.

*THREEMONTHSLATER*



*SIHLE*

It'sbeenthreemonthssincethatlittleIndiangirl

Ndoniyamanzileft.Theylookedeverywhereforher

andcouldn'tfindher.It'sgoodthatsheleft.Nowit's

mytimetoenjoymylifeandgetwhatiwant.The

lifethatI'vealwayswanted.Dreamtof.She'sstill

young.Shewillmeetsomeoneandfallinlove.I've

movedinwithShaka.Weeventookourbabiesto

staywithus.Thatstuntofthetwinsfallingsick

whentheyleavethevillage?Thatwasallhis

mother'sdoings.Thetwinsareperfectlyfine.She

wastheonemakingthemsickandihadtogowith

herplantogetwhatiwant.Nowihaveeverything

thatI'vealwaysneeded.NowmeandShakaarein

bedafterourhotsteamysession.I'venevermeta

manasromanticashim.Heplannedaromantic

dinnerforuslastnight.Itwassobeautiful.Ithink

that'soneofthereasonsNdonifellforhim.He

mightevenmanagetodistractmefrommymission.

ButThingsseemtobeworkingout.Ilookathim

andsmile.



Shaka:iloveyousomuchNdoniyami.

Isthiswhatmylifeisgoingtobelike?Doeshesee

Ndoniinme?HeknowsI'mnotherbutwhenever

wehavesexhecallsmeNdoni.Thisgirlisgiving

problemsfromwhereversheiswithouteventrying.

Ithinkit'stimeigobacktousingthemutithathis

mothergaveme.Ihadstoppedusingit.Nowiwill

useitagain.There'saknockonthedoor.Shaka

getsupandrushestothedoorthenigotoshower.

Whenimdoneifindhimgettingoutoftheother

shower.Hegetsdressedquicklyandgoestothe

lounge.

Shaka:wecantalknow

Mpe:whereisMaZulu?

Shaka:idon'tknow.

Mpe:youdon'tknowwhereyourwifeis?

Shaka:isignedthedivorcepapersandsheleft.I

triedtolookforherandican'tfindher.Evenher

parentsdon'tknowwheresheis.

Mpe:whydidyousignthemdamnit!?



Shaka:idon'tknowwhatcameoverme.Itwaslike

somethingwaspushingmetodoit.

Mpe:sowhowasthatyouweretalkingto?

Shaka:It'sSihle.

Mpe:ohnowiseewhyyourwifeleftyou.Whatthen

ifshemoveson?Doyouwanttodiealoneand

miserable?

Shaka:iproposedtoSihlelastnight.Wearegetting

married.

Mpe:there'snomarriagethatishappeninghere.We

onlywillacceptMaZuluandnooneelse.Lookfor

herandfindher.

Shaka:shedoesn'twanttobefound.Soishould

stoplivingmylife?

Mpe:soyou'rejustgoingtostaywithsomeoneyou

don'tlove?

Shaka:shelovesme.Iwilllearntoloveher.She's

matureunlikeNdoni.Shewontcomplainat

everything.

Mpe:youmadehercomplain.Youwerehappywhen



yougotmarriedandeverythingwasgoingwellthe

firstfewyears.Thenyoucheated.That'swherethe

problemstarted.Youmadeherinsecure.

Shaka:iloveNdoniandiwillnevercompletelygive

myhearttosomeoneelse.Sheleftwithmyheart.

She'stheonlywomanI'veevertrulyloved.Noone

deservestobelovedlikeilovedher.Andshe'sthe

firstonewholovedmewithoutanyconditions.She

gavemetrueloveandiwashappywithher.Iwill

alwayskeepthosememorieswithme.Iwilltryto

moveonandlovesomeoneelse.AndSihlecanbe

thatsomeone.

Mpe:okay.Dowhateveryouwant.Butknowthat

youwillneversetfootinthathouseinSilverlake.

Weboughtthathouseasagiftforyourwedding

withMaZuluandit'llstaylikethat.Iwillrentitout

andopenanaccountforthetwins.

Shaka:buticanstaythere!

Mpe:notwithsomeoneelsebutMaZulu.When

you'vefoundherthenyoucanmoveinthere.With

her.Notsomespinelessharlot.



Hesaidthatafterhesawme.Me?Isfebe?

Uyangijwayela.

Me:amitheharlot?

Mpe:iftheshoefits.

Me:sayssomeonewhoismarriedtosomeone21

yearsyoungerthanthem.

Mpe:youwillneverbeaKhozabride.Iwillmake

sureofit.

Me:gotoyourlittlebitchandleaveusalone.You're

nolongerwelcomehere.

Ididn'tseeitcomingbutShakastoodupand

clappedmetwice.Mycheekhurt.

Me:youslappedme.

Shaka:andiwilldoitagainifyoudon'tpackyour

thingsandleavemyhouse.Theengagementisoff.

Youcansellthatring.

Mpendulowasfuming.

Shaka:you'restillhere?

Me:justbecauseisaidwhatisaid?It'sthetruth.



WhatdoesthatKeahavethathaseveryoneso

overprotectiveofher?Firstitwasyourlittlewife

nowit'sher!

Shaka:leave!Idon'teverwanttoseehereagain!I

willcommunicatewithmymotheraboutthekids.

Anddon'tdoanythingstupidbecauseihavefull

custodyofthetwinsandicantakethemanytimei

want.Sotradecarefully.

Me:soyouwereusingmetoreleaseyourstress?I

hopeyourNdoninevercomesbackthenyoucan

diemiserableandalonenxa!

Shaka:atleastiwon'tbewithsomestupidbitch.

Whydon'tyouusethemoneythatigiveyoutodo

somethingvaluable?Likegotoschoolandstop

runningaftermen?Costhat'sallyou'lleverbegood

at.Dosomethingforachangeman!

Wow!Thelookhegavemeaftersayingthat.Isat

onthecouchandcriedashewenttothebedroom.

Sothat'showheseesme?Stupidanduseless?

NowI'mdeterminedtomakethismissionI'mon

work.I'mgoingtofeedhimthatmuti.WhydidIstop



usingthatmuti!?

*TOBECONTINUED...*
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*CHAPTER16*

Onsundaymorningiwokeupandgotreadyformy

triptoRustenburg.IamtakingOratileback.He

didn'tleavewithourparents.Thetimedadwashere

ihadalongweekhavingtopretendthateverything

wasfine.TheywereheretomeetwithAmir'sfamily

andwhentheyleftiwassorelieved.

ItookaquickshowerandwenttocheckonOratile.

Hewasalreadyupanddressed.

Me:ofeditseboy?



Oratile:eyakefeditse.

Me:okay.Youcangoandhavebreakfast.Then

we'llleaveafterthat.

Iwenttothehelpersroom.Wegotahelperbecause

there'salottodowithbothofusworking.

Me:mamakeyagae.Okaratagoyagotlholakwa

gaekgotsagosiame?

Mme:nkanakatsamayalewena.

Me:okay.Okannawaipaakanya.Wewillleave

afterbreakfast.

Ayanda:mama

Me:comemyboy.

IfoundMpendulotalkingontyephoneandijust

waitedbythedoorandlistened.

Mpendulo:heywena!Itoldyouthatwhatwehad

wasnothingandit'sover.Itoldyouihaveawife

thatilove!Andididn'tknowwhatwashappening

there.Ilostmymemory!Ididn'tevenknowwhoi



was.

....

Mpendulo:sowhatdoyouwantmetodoaboutthat?

Getitintoyourhead.It'sover.

IwentinasAyandawasmakingsounds.Iwentto

theclosetandtookmyhandbag.

Mpendulo:Khanyisileuyaphi?

Me:it'sstillearlyforyourquestions.

Mpendulo:ihavetoknowwhereyouaresothati

canprotectyou.

Me:protectmefromwhat?Pityyoucan'tprotectme

fromyou.

Mpendulo:whereareyougoing?

Me:notthatit'sanylfyourbusinessbutimgoingto

Rustenburg.

Mpendulo:areyoucomingbacktoday?

Me:yes.

Mpendulo:leavethekids.Iwilllookafterthem.



Me:it'snotaproblem.ImtakingmmeMamikiwith.

Mpendulo:youcanleavethekids.

Me:ifThandocriespleasecallme.

Mpendulo:okay.

Wewentdownstairstohavebreakfastandafter

thatweleft.Lisawantedtocomewithandihadto

takeherbecauseIknewshewasn'tgoingtoagree

ifisaidno.Ididn'ttakethedriverwithme..Idrove

homeafterdroppingthenannyoff.Ipassedby

mmaMoeketsiandboughtthreekotas.

Lisa:arewesleepinghere?

Me:yes.Wewillleavetomorrow.

Lisa:imissdad.

Me:wecancallhim.

Lisa:okay.Butnowiwanttoeat.

Iatemykotaandafterthatiwenttosleep.Iwoke

upafterawhileandwenttotheshisanyamaand

boughtmeatandpap.Whenwearriveddadwasnot

around.Iwentbackhomeandweateourfood.



Mpendulocouldn'tstopcalling.Itwasstartingto

irritateme.

Me:hello.

Mpendulo:niright?

Me:yes

Mpendulo:areyouonyourway?Becarefuldriving

ontherain.

Me:wearenotcomingbacktoday.Wewilldrive

backtomorrow.

Mpendulo:Khanyisileunganghlanyisi.

Me:isaidiwillcomebacktomorrow.Ican'tchange

nowwhenivealreadytoldthehelperthatwewill

drivebacktomorrow.

Mpendulo:it'snotlikeweneedher.Wecanlether

go.

Me:untilyoudecidetoleaveagain.Sheneedsthis

job.We'vejusthiredher!

Mpendulo:ifyoudon'tleaveinthemorningim

comingforyouthere.Howarewegoingtofix



thingsifyou'renothere?

Me:bye.

Mpendulo:ngisakhulumanje.Kantiyiniengakauyi

jagele?UkhonayiniuRapulalapho?

Me:wow.DoyoureallythinkIwouldkeepRapula

here?

Mpendulo:whatdoyouwantmetothink?Angithi

awfuniukbuyaekhaya.GiveLisathephone.

Me:babyhere.Daddywantstotalktoyou.

Igaveherthephoneandtheytalkedandlaughed.

Astheyweretalkingiheardahooteroutside.I

wentouttocheck.

"Iwaspassingandsawacarhereandthoughtit's

you."

Me:Ican'tbelievethatit'syou.Wherehaveyou

beenallthistimemlungu?

HisnameisRickus.Wecalledhimmlungu.His

familycametothisvillagelongagoandsettledhere.

Thefirsttimewemethimme,BonoloandFaraiwere

playingandhecamekickinghissoccerball.Ithit



meandifell.ThenFaraiwaslike"heywenamlungu.

Whydidyouhitmysister?"Iwon'tforgetthatday.

Hewassoscared.Lol.Afterthatwebecame

friends.Thenaftermatricheleft.

Mlungu:you'restillusingthatname?

Me:comein.

Lisawasstilltalkingwithherdad.

Me:howareyou?

Rickus:imgood.It'ssogoodtoseeyou.

Lisa:chababa.NgihlelinomanoOratile.Gogo

akekho.YeahandMlungu.MamasaysMlunguis

hisname.

Ilaughed.

Rickus:thatyourchild?Ogodisitsene.

Me:yeah.Ihavefourbackatmyplace.

Rickus:sixkids!

Me:no.Thatoneismylittlebrother.

Rickus:Faraiompoleletsigoreonyetswi.



Lisa:babaumlunguukhulumaisetswana!

Sheshoutedlaughing.Whatdoitellthischild

abouttellingherdadthings?

Lisa:mamababaufunkhulumanawe.

Me:excuseme....What'swrong?

Mpendulo:wenzanilaphoKhanyisile?Doyouwant

metodrivethererightnow?whatdoesthatwhite

biywant?

Me:there'snoneedforthat.He'sjustafriendigrew

upwithandhewaspassingandsawme.

Mpendulo:don'tpatronizeme.Comehome.

Me:imcomingbacktomorrow.

Mpendulo:ibetternotfindthatwhiteboywhenIget

there.Nxa.

Hecutthecall

Rickus:sohusband?

Me:he'sinPretoria.

Rickus:iheardyoumarriedthatfoolRapula.



Me:actuallywewerenotreallymarried.Igot

marriedagain.Lisagotoyourroomorgowatchtv

Lisa:mommyimeating.Imsorryiwon'ttelldad

thingsagain.

Me:okaygotothetvroom

Lisa:imwaitingfordadhere.He'scomingtotakeus

home.

Me:goandwaitforhimthere.

Shetookherplateandleft.

Rickus:yourchildisasnitch.

Me:andknowingherfatherotlaafofilefaa.

Rickus:sowhydidyouleaveRapula?

Me:hewasfoolingme.Healreadyhadawifeand

ourmarriageturnedouttobefake.Imagine.

Rickus:kentja.Maraoshapnou?Ialsoheardabout

yourfatherhavingawife.

Me:imfine.Justtakingitonedayatatime.

Rickus:it'sgoodtoseeyou.



Me:youtoo.

Rickus:letmeleavebeforeshakazulugetshereand

killsme.

Welaughed.Wehuggedandheleft.Hehootedand

droveoff.Iwenttositinthetvroomandwatched

whattheywerewatching.Imissedmybabies.

EspeciallyThando.Shemustbecryingformenow.

Therainhadstopped.WewatchedtvuntilIeven

gotbored.Ithoughtofvisitingunclebeforeleaving

tomorrow.Iheardacaroutside.Ismlunguback?I

peepedthroughthewindowandIcouldn'tbelieve

whatisaw.Iunlockedthedoorandwentbackto

myseat.Hegotinandsaidnothing.

Mpendulo:Lisagoandtakeyourthingsandgoto

thecar.Wearegoinghome.WewillleaveOratileko

mmeMoeketsi.YourDadwillfindhimthere.

Me:didyoureallyhavetodriveallthewayhere?

DadwillwonderwhyIleft.

Mpendulo:youwantedmetostayhomewhilemy

wifeisbusywithsomewhiteboyhere?Weare

goinghome.Takeyourthings.



Me:whataboutmycar?

Mpendulo:icamewithadriver.

Mxm.Ifetchedmyhandbagandfollowedafterhim.

Iwasangryallthewayhome.Ionlysmiledwhen

myboysrantome.Khanyowaswiththem.When

wearrivedMpendulotoldhertogowithallthekids

toMuzi's.Hedrovethemthere.Iwassoangryat

him.Itwasrainingagainabitaftertheyhadjustleft.

Iclosedthewindowsandwenttotakeashower.

Thenwrappedatowelandwenttolotion.

"Youlikeseeingmeangryneh?"

Me:ontshositse.

Mpendulo:wasthatwhiteboythereasonyouwent

toRustenburg?

Me:ididn'tknowhewasback.He'sjustafriend!

Itookmynightdressbuthesnatchedit.I

swallowedwhenhetookthetowelandalsothrewit

off.Inaswiftmomentiwasinhisarms.



Me:letgoofme.

Itfellindeafears.Heputmeonthebedandsoon

hisclotheswereoff.Itriedgettingoffhimandhe

pinnedmyhandsonmyhead.Icouldn'tmove.I

screamedwhenifelthimenter

Mpendulo:youcanscreamallyouwantthekidsare

nothere.

Helookedintomyeyesandilookeddown.He

startedmovingandforawhilehedidn'tletmerest.

Onlywhenweweredoneigottobreathe.Yesialso

enjoyeditbutIwon'tshowhimthat.Iwasstill

angryathim.

Mpendulo:lookatme.

Icouldn'tlookathim.Ididn'twantto.Buthe

forcedmetolookathim.

Mpendulo:ngiyak'thandaKhanyisile.Kakhulufuthi.

WhathappenedinMozambiquemeantnothing.

You'remylife.Withyouimcomplete.Thisismy

home.

Isniffedandhewipedmytear.



Mpendulo:nomatterhowlongittakesimgoikngto

fixthings.Iwillearnyourforgiveness.Iwon'tstop

untilyouforgiveme.

Me:whatdididoforyoutohurtmelikethis?I

thoughtihadfoundmyhappiness.Onlyforyouto

breakmyheartmore.WhenIlookatyouiimagine

youwithher.

Mpendulo:pleaseforgiveme.Imreallysorry.

Me:pleasebehonestwithme.Doyouloveher?

Mpendulo:idon'tloveher.Iregreteverythingthat

happened.

Me:didyouthinkofmeandhowhurtiwouldbe?

Mpendulo:ngyaxolisasthandwasami.Ipromiseit

willneverhappenagain.

Me:don'tmakepromisesyoucantkeep.Ithinkwe

needtimeapart.

Mpendulo:timeapartsoyoucanseeyourwhiteboy?

Me:soicandecidewhatiwant.

Mpendulo:youwanttoleave.Isthatit?



Me:youknowmypastrelationshipdidn'tworkout

becauseofliesandcheating.Itoldyouidon't

toleratecheatinginarelationship.Ithinkineed

timetodecidewhatiwant.

Mpendulo:youhaveeverythingyouwanthere.Iwill

showyouthateverythingwasamistake.Iwon'tlet

youleave.Imnotlettingsomesmallboytakeyou.

Firstitwasyourexnowit'sthiswhiteboy.Didthey

giveyousomething?

Me:mxmkarobala.

Iturnedaroundandheldthecovertomybody.

Mpendulo:caniaskonequestionandpleasetellme

thetruth?Doyoustillloveme?

Ikeptquiet.Iwasjustsniffing.Iwipedatearthat

fell.

Me:yes.

Mpendulo:thenit'ssettled.Wewillworkonthings.

Wewillfixourmarriage.Ilove.

Me:iloveyoutoobutthisistoomuchforme.

Hepulledmetohimandkissedmyneck.



Thefollowingmorningiwokeupandhewasstaring

atme.Hiseyeslookedlikehewascrying.He

lookedsad.

Mpendulo:goandtakeashower.Ihaveasurprise

foryou.

Me:whatisit?

Mpendulo:youwillsee.

Iwenttoshowerandhealreadytookoutclothesfor

me.Igotdressedandweleft.HedrovetoOR

tamboandiwassurprisedwhatweweredoing

there.

Mpendulo:we'regoingtoourhoneymoon.Wenever

hadonesothisisit.

Me:whendidyouplanthis?

Mpendulo:lastweek.

Me:wehaveasmallbaby.Whatifshecries?

Mpendulo:mamawilllookafterher.There'snothing

toworryabout.



Me:youcantbuymewithahoneymoon.There'sa

reasonwhywedidn'tgo.Mybabyisstillyoungto

beleftonherown.Youcangoalone.Imnotgoing

anywhere.

Ilefthimstandingthereandrequestedanubber

andwentbackhome.I'mnotgoingtogiveintoa

personfeelingguiltyandtryingtobuymy

forgiveness.Hecheatedandnowimustjustact

likeafoolandagreetoeverythinghesays?That's

notgoingtohappen.WhenIgothomehewas

alreadythere.Hemusthavebeendrivingfast.

Mpendulo:whatisitgoingtotaketomakeyousee

thatiamsorry?Whatdoihavetodo?

Me:youcantbuymyforgiveness.It'suptoyouwhat

youdo.Idontcare.Youleftmeforayearand

monthsalone.Inevercheatedorthoughtofdoing

that.Youcheated.Whatdoesthatmakeyou?You're

justlikeanyothermanthatcheatandimadea

promisetomyselfthatiwontstandthat.Ithink

divorceistheonlywayout.IthoughtIcouldforget



aboutyouandherbuticant.Itshardforme.While

youwereoutthereenjoyingyourselfiwashere

goingthroughalot.YoudontknowwhatI'vebeen

through.Ilostweightthinkingaboutwhetheryou

arefineornot.Icouldntsleepwellthinking

somethingbadmighthavehappenedtoyou!Ihad

tomoveupanddownwhenyourbrotherswere

accusingmeofcheating,somethingididnotdo.

Somethingyouwerebusydoing.Nowthatyou're

theoneinfaulttheysaynothing.Howdoyouthink

thatmakesmefeel?Happy?Good?No!Imbroken

inside.Dontwaitupforme.I'llbebacklater.

Mpendulo:whereareyougoing?

Me:iwantsomefreshair.Awayfromyou.

Narrated

Mpendulowaswalkingupanddownlooking

throughthewindowifhiswifewouldshowup.He

didntwanttoeatnotknowingwheresheis.Onthe

otherhandhisphonekeptringingandheknewwho



itissohecouldn'treallyanswerit.Itendedup

irritatinghimandheanswered.

Mpendulo:voetsekman!Didn'titellyounottocall

meagain?

Farai:hey.Yourwifeisheredrunk.Pleasecomeand

fetchher.She'scryingandscreaming.

Mpendulo:what?Whereareyou?

Farai:Pretoriawestatherplace.Shehadalotto

drink.

Hecouldhearhercryinginthebackgroundandthat

brokehisheart.Heranoutofthehouseanddrove

toPretoriaWest.UponarrivingFaraihadmanaged

tocalmherdownandshewasnowsleepinginher

room.

Farai:she'sinherroom.Whathappened?I'venever

seenherlikethat.Ieventhoughtofcallingher

father.

Mpendulo:didshesayanythingtoyou?

Farai:nothing.Shewasjustcrying,screamingand

sayingsomethingsicouldn'tunderstand.



Somethingbadmusthavehappenedforhertodo

this.Shedoesn'tdrink!

Mpendulo:thankyouforcallingme.

Hejoggedupstairstoherroomandgotoutwithher.

Mpendulo:I'llfetchhercartomorrow.

Farai:sure.

Hedrovehomeandwentwithhertothebathroom.

Hepreparedabathforherandhelpedintothe

bathtub.Assoonasthewatermadecontactwith

herskinsheopenedhereyes.Hetookawater

bottleandmadehertodrink.Afterhefinished

bathingherhetookhertobedthenwenttomake

foodforher.Hetriedtomakehereatbutshe

refused.

Mpendulo:youhavetoeatsomething.Youcan't

sleepwithanemptystomach.

Kea:idon'tfeelwell.Iwanttosleep.

Iwilleattomorrow.



Mpendulo:youhavetoeatnow.Soyoucanhave

somestrength.Iknowicausedallofthisandim

sorrybutcanyoupleaseeat?

Kea:ijustwanttosleep.Isthatsohardto

understand?

Mpendulo:fine!Sleep.

Silencefellandnoonewastalkingtoanyone.They

sleptandinthemorningKeawokeupandrantothe

bathroom.Shethrewupandflushedthetoiletthen

didherhygieneprocess.Shewrappedatoweland

wenttodressup.

Mpendulo:morningsthandwasami.

Kea:hey!don'ttouchme!

Heletgoofherandwenttothebathroom.After

shewasdoneshemadethebedandwent

downstairs.Thekidswerealreadyupandeating.

Kea:goodmorningbabies.

Mnqobi:goodmorningmom.



Kea:goodmorningLisa.

Lisa:it'snotagoodmorning.Youdidn'ttuckmein

andreadmeabedtimestory.I'msad.

Kea:ipromisetonightiwilltuckyouin.

Mnqobi:butLisadadreadthestoryforyou.

Lisa:it'snotthesame.

Kea:ipromisetonightiwillbehere.

Lisa:okay.

Sjewenttothekitchentowarmherfood.

Mpendulo:areyoureallygoingtoignoreme?

Kea:please!Imalreadytiredasitis.You'realways

followingmearound.Dontyouhaveworktogoto?

Mpendulo:iwouldlikeustofixthings.

Kea:doyouthinkthingswillbeeasilyfixed?Nowi

don'tknowhowtofeel.Weslepttogetherwithout

protection.WhatifI'vebeeninfected?Didyouever

thinkaboutthat?Whatifyouinfectedmewithsome

sickness?



Mpendulo:idon'thaveanysickness.

Kea:it'salwaysgoodandobedientwifeswho

alwaysgetthesestis.Theirhusbandsgooutthere

andbringitback.Iwouldn'tbesurprisedifimalso

infected.

Shelefthimtheredefeated.

.......

Ijustcamebackfromthedoctor.Imjusthappythat

iwasn'tinfectedwithanything.Butistillhaveto

treadcarefully.Ican'tbelieveimgoingthroughthis

again.Myhusbandcheatedandidon'tknowwhat

imgoingtodo.Foileaveorstay?Imconflicted.

Theubberdropmeinfrontofmyhouse.Idon't

botherknocking.Ijustgothroughasthedoorwas

notlocked.IfreezewhereIamstanding.

Farai:Rudo!

Me:umhi.Ididn'tknowyouhadcompany.I'llcome

backsomeothertime.



Voice:youdon'thavetoleave.

Me:Rickus?

Rickus:yeahit'sme.

Farai:sitdownsowecanexplain.

Me:there'snoneed.Imjustsurprised.That'sall.

Didn'tknowyoutwoaredating.Andthatyouare

gay!

Farai:wearemarried.

Me:Farai!

Farai:..

Me:wow.Yougetmarriedanddon'teveninviteme.I

thoughtweweretight.

Farai:ithoughtmaybeyouwon'tapprove.Alotof

peoplearenotsupportingthisrelationship.

Me:youknowiwouldneverjudgeyou.Imnotlike

that.

Farai:imsorry.

Me:butineverthoughtiwouldseethis.Youand



him?Youtwousedtofightallthetime!

Rickus:no!He'stheonewhopickedthosefights.

Me:butanywayimhappyforyou.

Farai:aboutyesterday.Whywereyoudrunk?You

wereevencrying.

Me:let'snottalkaboutit.Pleaseorderpizzaforme.

Imgoingtomyroom.Callmewhenitgetshere.

Rickus:okay

Me:buyfourboxes.

Farai:four?

Me:ihaveabigfamily.wakemeafteranhour.

Mpendulo

Wearebusyputtingthingsintheloungeforour

familyday.Khanyisilehasbeengoneforawhile

nowbutLisawon'tstop.She'stheonewhosaidwe

mustdothisandwaitforhermommy.She'sreally



surethatshewillcome.

Lisa:daddy,wealwayshaveafamilydayonsunday.

Youwillsee.Mommywillbeheresoon.Goandtake

drinks.Iwillfetchthesnacks.

Sheranoutsohappy.I'dhateforhertobe

disappointed.IreallyhopeKhanyisilewillcome.

Lisacomesbackrunning.

Lisa:daddygoandtakethesnacks.Yousee?

Mommy'scarishere.

Ismileandfetchchipsandbiscuitsthatifoundin

thedrawer.

Kea:babiesimback.

Theyallrantoherandhugged.Shekissedthemall

andMnqobitooktheboxesofpizza.

Lisa:mommydaddysaidyouwerenotcoming.

Kea:youknowiwouldn'tmissourfamilyday.

Shekissedmycheekandwenttositdown.Ithink

shedidthatbecausethekidswerelookingather.I

don'thhopeinourmarriageanymore.Withtheway

she'sactingidontthinkshewillforgiveme.But



there'snowayiwillallowthat.

KEATLARETSI

Aknockonthedoorandhegoestoopenthedoor.

Hetakestimeandihearacommotion.Imtempted

togocheckbutthisfoodistoogoodformetoleave

it.Iwaseatingleftoversfromourfamilyday.A

womancomesinshouting.

Me:whoareyou?Youcan'tjustgetintomyhouse

andstartshouting.

Shestoppedandlookedatme.

Me:what?

Mpendulo:babeididn'tknowshewouldcomehere.

Idon'tevenknowhowshefoundoutistayhere.

Me:whoareyou?

Mpendulo:it's..

Me:I'mtalkingtoher.



Woman:imLiloca

Icouldhearfromheraccentthatkeyenanyatsiya

teng.

Me:sowhatareyoudoinghere?Areyouhereto

gloatthatyouhadhimforamoment?

Liloca:imnothereforthat.Mpendulocanwetalkin

private?IpromiseI'llbeoutofherebeforeyourwife

seeme.Imnotheretocausetroubleforyou.

Mpendulo:you'vealreadycausedenoughtrouble.I

suggestyouleaverightnow.

Me:katlhollwagolofaa.

Mpendulo:you'renotwelcomehere.

Me:pleaseleave.

Liloca:imnotgoinganywherebeforeispeaktohim.

Mpendulo:youheardmywifenowleave.

Liloca:yourwife?Thisthing!?

Me:iwon'tletyoudisrespectmeinmyownhouse.

Liloca:ijustwanttotalktohim.Idon'twantany



trouble.

Me:weren'tyoulookingfortroublewhenyouslept

withhim?

Liloca:ididn'tknowhehasawife.

Me:isthatringonhisfingerfordecorations?leave

andnevercomebackhere.Ifyouwantyour

boyfriendletitnotbehere.Nxa!

Mpendulo:babei...

Me:I'mtiredoftalkingaboutthis.Ithoughtwe

wouldnevercomebacktothistopic.Ithoughtwe

wouldmoveonandforget.Butyourskeletonsare

comingouttobotherme.

Liloca:pleaseMpenduloineedyourhelp.Dadisin

hospitalandtheyarenothelpinghim.Ihaveno

moneytopayforhismedicalbills.

Shestartedcrying.

Mpendulo:what!?

Agnes:yesthat'swhyicamehere.Ihadnoother

choice.



Me:whydidn'tyouusethemoneyyouusedtocome

hereforthemedicalbills?

Mpendulo:pleaseleave.Iwillcallyouandyoucan

givemeyourbankingdetails.

Me:wowyoustillhavehernumber.

Agnes:thankyou.

Mpendulo:ifhedoesn'tgetbetteriwilltrytohave

himmovedthisside.

Me:nxa!

Icontinuedeatingmyfoodandsheleft.Hetried

talkingtomebutiignoredhimandjustfocusedon

myfood.

Thewholeeveninginevertalkedtohim.

TOBECONTINUED!!!

[07/06,19:00] :*STORYOFMY

LIFE:KEATLARETSI*



*CHAPTER17*

IfMpendulowantedtodowhateverthiswoman

wantedtheniwasgoingtolethimbe.It'shislife

andhecandowhateverhewants.Ifshereally

neededhelpwithherfathershecouldhavesentan

smsifshesawthathewasnotansweringhercalls.

Andwheredidsheevengethisnumbercoshe

changedhisnumberwhenheboughtanew

cellphone?Allthetimesheusedtocomehere

somethingcouldhappentoherfather.I'mnot

sayinghemustlethimdie.Theoldmanhelpedhim.

Butit'shisdaughterthatidonotlike.Isawtheway

shelookedatmyhusband.Shestillwantshimand

woulddoanythingtohavehim.Ididn'tevencry.I've

criedenoughmywholelife.Pwenttobake.Imade

dumplingandsoupforthekids.Afterthaticalled

thekidsandthenannytocomeandeat.Iwentto

callMpendulosaidhewasonaphonecall.I

listenedthroughthedoor.



Mpendulo:itoldyoutonevercontactmeagain...i

lovemywifeandnowyou'vejusttakenmebackto

squareone.Shehadforgivenmebutnowyoucame

andruineverything.ItoldyouIwillneverlove

anyonebesidesmywife!....what!Imnotleavingmy

wifeforyou!I'vesentthemoneyandifit'snothing

aboutyourfatherdon'tevercallmeagain.Giveme

thehospitalcontactsandiwillcontactthem

directly...imwarningyouforthelasttime.Don't...

Idecidediheardenoughandleft.Iwenttojointhe

others.Afteriwashedtheplatesandwentto

shower.Afterthatislept.

Inthemorningiwokeuptomyhusbandholdingme.

Itriedtogetoutofhisholdbuthewasn'thavingit.

Mpendulo:goodmorningbeautiful.

Me:morning

Mpendulo:howdidyousleep?

Me:fineandyou?

Mpendulo:notgood.Youwereignoringme.Arewe



okay?

Me:yeah.

Mpendulo:gogocalled.Shewantsustovisit.

Me:idon'tknow.

Mpendulo:It'sbeenawhilesincewevisitedher.

Me:okay.Youcango.I'llbebusy

Mpendulo:ihaven'teventoldyouwhen.Iwantusto

gowiththekids.

Me:aslongasit'snotthisweek.

Mpendulo:nextweek.

Me:canyouletgonow?

Mpendulo:no.

Hekissedmyneckanddidn'tstop.

Mpendulo:ilovethispositionthatwearein.Ihope

youarenotgoinganywheretoday.

Me:noimnot.Ijusthavehavetolookforacatering

company.Theoneihadfoundcancelled.

Mpendulo:thatwon'ttaketime.Who'sthat



knocking?Comein.

Mnqobi:mamaibroughtthekids.

Mpendulo:youdon'tgreetanymore?

Mnqobi:goodmorningmamaandbaba

Mpendulo:whydidyoubringthem?

Mnqobi:theyarecryingforyou.Canweswintoday?

Please.Wewilluseoursmallpool.

Me:okay.Yourdadwilltakeitoutforyou.

Mnqobi:yes!Canihavemyfriendscomeover?

Me:okay.

Mnqobi:thankyoumom

Heranoutandthetwinsgotintobed.Theykissed

myfaceandlaughing.

Mpendulo:myboysanddisturbing.

Dayspassedandthingswerejustnotgood

betweenus.Wewouldjustfightorignoreeach

other.Seeingmyhusbandtalkingtohismistressin



mypresencetookitstollonme.Iknowshewas

updatinghimaboutherfather'shealthbutitdidn't

sitwellwithme.Ifeltlikehefeelssomethingforher.

Whatcouldonethinkinasituationlikethis?Your

husbanddoesn'tgiveyouattentionandgivesitto

theotherwoman?Sometimesieventhinkimadea

mistake.Imfeelinglikeimtheonlyoneputting

effortinthismarriage.Ijustthinkideservebetter

thanthis.Icannotspendmylifeworryingaboutan

oldmanmisbehaving.Mpendulo:hey

Me:ohhi.Iguessyou'vedecidednow.You're

leaving.

Mpendulo:whatdoyouwantmetodo?Heneeds

me.

Me:you'renotGod.It'snotlikeyouwillsavehim.

Yougavethemmoney!

Mpendulo:wewon'ttalkaboutthis.Wewilltalk

whenIcomeback.

Me:assoonasyougetinthatplanejustknowthat

itsoverbetweenus.Ithoughtiwouldforgetabout

everythingandworkonourmarriagebutifyou



leavethenknowitsover.

Iwatchedhimwalkoutonme.Isankdownwheni

heardthecarleave.Iwaitedandwaitedthinkinghe

willcomeback.Butno.Hedidn'tcomeback.Ilived

asusual.Itsnotlikethisisthefirsttimehedidthis.

Leavingus.

Iwentandgotthekidsreadyforschool.Lifewont

stopjustbecausetheirfatherleft.Iwilltakecareof

thekids.It'snotlikeimincapableofdoingthat.I

finishedmakingtheirlunchboxesandputitinto

theirbackpacks.

Mnqobi:haveagooddaymom.Weloveyou

Me:loveyoutoo.

Theyleftandiwenttocheckontheonesthatare

lefthere.Theywerestillsleeping.Iwenttotheroom

that'semptyandlookedifican'tmakeitmyhome

officesinceican'tgotowork.Idecidedtogotothe

internetandcheckoutfurnitureformyhomeoffice.

Iorderedeverythingthatineededanditwouldbe

deliveredinaweek'stime.IcalledtheRustenburg



officejusttofindouthoweverythingisgoing.

Me:hello.IsthatRubben?

Rubben:yes.It'sme.Howareyou?

Me:imfineandyou?

Rubben:imgood.Itakeityoucalledtoaskabout

howthingsaregoing.

Me:yes.How'severything?

Rubben:good.Newclientsarecominginand

everythingissetforthelaunch.Sothere'snothing

toworryabout.

Me:okay.Ihopeyouarerunningthewaythatitold

you.Andthelistofcleanersanddriversigaveyou.

Didyoulookatit?

Rubben:alreadydonethat.Theyarehired.Butasfor

theconstructionworkersidon'tthinkyoushould

justpickanyone.Fornowwehavethestuffthatwill

runthecompany.Butwewilldoenterviewsforthe

constructionworkers.Wehavetohirepeoplewith

experience.Wedon'twantthecompanytobein

troublebecauseofincompetentpeopledowe?



Me:you'reright.Let'stalkaboutMannonoBogatsu.

Rubben:ithinkyoumadeamistake.Sheactslikea

bosshere.Accordingtoherthisisherfamily

business.Herbehaviorisnotgood.

Me:that'snotherfamilybusiness.Shecan'tdo

as.shepleases.IwilltalktoherwhenIcomethere.

She'sjustaninternthere.Don'tletherwalkallover

youjustbecauseshe'srelatedtome.Givehera

warning.Thisisabusiness.

Rubben:okay.

Me:haveyourselfagoodday.Willseeyouatthe

launch.

AfterthecallicalledMannono.

Mannono:cuzhowareyou?

Me:imgood.Thisisnotasocialcall.Iheardyou've

beenmisbehavingatwork.

Mannono:whosaidthat?

Me:yourboss.

Mannono:cuzithinkthatguydoesn'tlikethefact



thatiworkthere.Heshouldknowthatmyfamily

ownsthisbusiness.

Me:yourfamilydoesnotownthatcompany.It's

mine.Stopactinglikeyouhaveasharethere.Don't

forgethowyougotthatjob.Youbetterchangehow

youact.

Mannono:sorry.Ihearyou

Shecutthecallonme!Whatisthisgirlplayingat?I

gaveherthisjobbecausemyauntyasked.Ididher

afavor.Nowshe'sputtingmycompanyunder

threat.Iwillfireherifshedoesn'tbehave.

DAYOFTHELAUNCH

Narrated

Thelaunchhasstartedalreadyandeveryonewas

movingupanddowndoingtheirwork.

Refreshmentsandsnackswereservedandothers

wereminglingthere.



"Hey."

Keatlaretsiturnedaroundtothepersoncallingher.

Kea:hiIdidn'tknowyou'dcomehere.

Rapula:andmissyourlaunch?Thatcan'thappen.

Rememberwhengrowingupipromisedtobeinall

yoursuccesses?Itoldyouthatiwontmissanyof

yourachievements.Wemaynotbetogether

anymorebutitdoesn'tmeanidon'thavetosupport

you.

Kea:thankyouforcoming.

Shehuggedhim.

Kea:itreallymeansalottome.Iappreciateit.

Nolo:ohRapulaIdidn'tknowyouwerealsoinvited.

Rapula:icouldn'tmissthislaunchwhenIheard

aboutit.

Kea:thankyouforcomingRapula.Iwillseeyou

around.

Rapula:youlooksobeautiful.

Shesmiledandleft.Bonolofollowedherafter



givingRapulaalook.

Nolo:KeatlaretsiwhatdoesRapulawanthere?

Kea:asyouheardhimhe'sheretosupportme.

Nolo:doyouthinkyourhusbandwilllovethis?His

familyishere.

Kea:doyouseehimhere?

Nolo:thatdoesn'tmeanyoushouldinviteyourex!

Youknowwhat?Thisisanimportantdayforyou

andwecantargueaboutthishere.Wewilltalk!

Shelefther.KeawenttowheretheKhozafamily

was.

Kea:thankyouforcoming.Iappreciateit.

Ntombi:wehadtocomeandsupportyou.You've

donesowellforyourself.

Bongi:isawRapulaMoletsane.Areyoupartnering

withhimagain?

Kea:um..no.Hisplusonewasinvited.Sothat'swhy

he'shere.

Muzi:youinvitedhiswife?



Kea:no.Ididn'tseethatpersonandican'tjusttell

himtoleave.

Mzwakhe:MaKhozaihopeyou'renotentertaining

thatboy.Rememberyou'remarried.

Kea:Iknowimmarried,can'tsaythesameabout

yourbrother.

Phumla:guyswe'reheretoenjoyourselvesand

supportoursister.Let'snottalkaboutthis.

Kea:ithinkishouldgo.

Mzwakhe:beforeyougo,yourHUSBANDwouldlike

totalktoyou.

Kea:what...

Mzwakhe:here.Talktohim.

Shetookthephoneanditwasavideocall.

Mpendulo:Khanyisile.Whyaren'tyoutakingmy

calls?

Kea:you'vealreadymadeyourdecision.

Mpendulo:youknowihadtodothis.Pleasejustbe

patient.Imightbebackbynextweek.



Kea:imalwayspatientwithyou.Butyoudon'tseeit.

Didyouhavetocallnow?Doyouwanttoruinmy

day?

Mpendulo:wewilltalklater.Goodluckwithtoday.

Ngiyak'thandaKhanyisile.

ShegavethephonetoMzwakheandleft.Nowit

wastimeforherspeech.

Kea:thankyoueveryoneforcoming.Yoursupport

meansalot.Thislaunchwouldn'tbeasuccessif

youalldidn'tcome.Startingabusinessisreallynot

awalkinthepark.Eventhoughthisisnotthefirst

companythatI'vestartedbuttherearestill

obstaclestobefaced.Iwouldn'tbeableto

overcomethemwithoutmyteam.Imgratefulfor

theteamthatihave.Theymakeallofthistobe

possible.Imlucky.Thiswouldfallapart.Thankyou.

Toeveryonewho'shereenjoyyourselvesandfeel

freetohaveanyfood,refreshmentsandsnackyou

like.Thankyou.

Shefinishedandgotoffthestage.ShemetSiya

halfway.



Siya:wehavetoleave.

Kea:what'sgoingon?

Siya:somethinghappenedathomeandwe're

needed.

Kea:thelaunchisnotover.Youcanleave.

Siya:thisisnotimetoarguewithme.

Kea:isMpendulofine?

Siya:he'stryingtogetaflighthome.Youdon'thave

toworryabouthim.

Kea:letmegivemycarkeystoBonolo.Shewilltake

mycar.

Mzwakhe:givemethekeys.I'llquicklylookforher.

Gotomycar.Herearemykeys.

Shetookthekeysandwenttothecar.Afterawhile

theydrovebacktoPretoria.Itwasaquietdrivewith

noonesayinganything.

Mzwakhe:Khanyisilestayinhere.Don'tcomeout.

Kea:what'sgoingon?



Mzwakhe:imgoingtofindout.

Kea:no!Imgoing.Whatarethesepolicedoinghere?

Didsomethinghappen?

Mzwakhe:thehousewasonfire.

Shejumpedoutofthecarandranintotheyard.The

policewerealreadybusywiththeirwork.

Police:mamyoucan'tgetinthere.It'snowacrime

scene.

Kea:mykids!Wherearethey?

Police:theambulancealreadyleftwiththem.

Sheranbacktothecar

Kea:pleasetakemetothehospital.Ihavetoseemy

kids.

Mzwakhe:calmdown.Youcan'tbecryinglikethis.

WhatwillhappenifsomethingworseHappened?

Kea:don'ttalklikethat!Ifsomethingbadhappened

tothem...

Hedroveinsilenceandwhentheygottothe

hospitalsheaskedwhereherkidsare.



Dr:thekidshavebeenadmitted.Theothertwoare

notthathurt.It'sjustthelittleonewhoisburnton

thesideofherstomach.Theothersjustinhaled

smoke.

Kea:wherearetheothertwo?

Dr:onlythreekidswereadmitted.Idon'tknowabout

theothers.

Kea:what'sgoingon?Hesaidthere'sonlythreeher.

WhereisLuyandaandAyanda?

Mzwakhe:thetwinsarefine.Theywerenotatthe

housewhenitcaughtfire.

Shebreathedinandout.

Kea:caniseetheothers?

Dr:visitinghoursareover.Youhavenothingto

worryabout.Theothertwowillbedischargedsoon

andthelittleonewehavetotreatherwounds.They

areingoodhands.

Kea:iwillwaitforvisitinghours.Ihavetoseemy

children.

Mzwakhe:iwillgobackandcheckthehouse.



Kea:idon'tcareaboutthehouse!Ijustwantmykids

tobefine.

Dr:mamdon'tcry.Yourkidswillbefine.

Kea:youdon'tknowhowtheymustbefeeling.So

youdon'thavetotellmethat!Iwillstayhere.Who

camewiththem?

Mzwakhe:yourneighbors.Theyaretheoneswho

called.

Dr:oh.Itmustbethemanwho'sadmittedhere.

There'salsoawomanwhogotburnt.

Mzwakhe:imleaving.

Kea:okay.

WhenMpenduloarrivedinSAitwasalreadylate.

HehadtogotothehospitalbecauseKeatlaretsi

didn'twanttoleavethehospital.shedidgeta

chancetoseethekidsbutshedidn'twanttoleave

themalone.EspeciallyThandosinceshe'sstillvery

youngandcriesatnightWhenshedoesn'tseeher

mother.Whenshesawhimentersherantohim.He



embracedherinahug.

Mpendulo:imsorry.Maybeifiwashomethis

wouldn'thavehappened.Butimherenow.Andim

notleavingyouagain.

Kea:Thandoishurt.She'sburnt.

Mpendulo:itwillbefine.

Hegotclosetothekidsbedandlookedatthem.He

wasfilledwithguilt.Hewasblaminghimselffor

whathappened.Laterheconvincedhiswifeto

leave.Thefollowingdayshewokeupveryearly

andtookashowerandpreparedtogotothe

hospital.

Mpendulo:Khanyisileyou'vebeencryingsincelast

night.Please.Youdon'tevenwanttotalk.Don't

neglectthetwinsinallofthis.Theyalsoneedtheir

mother.

Kea:it'sjustthat...ifeellikeifiwasnotbusywiththe

launchthiswouldn'thavehappened.

Mpendulo:don'tblameyourself.Thiscouldhave

happenedtoanyone.



Muzi:morning.Nilelekanjhani?

Mpendulo:notgood.Butwe'llbefine.

Kea:thankyouforlettingussleephere.

Muzi:youdon'thavetothankme.Thisisyourhome.

Bafoyouwillupdateus.

Mpendulo:yeah.Weareleaving.

Muzi:havebreakfastfirstthenyoucanleave.

Mpendulo:sizodlaphambili.Let'sgo.

Arrivingatthehospitaltheyfirstwenttocheckon

thekids.

Dr:theothertwoareup.Thelittleoneisstill

sleeping.Youcancomeinandseethem.

LisaandMnqobiwereupandtalking.

Mpendulo:hello.Areyouguysgood?

Mnqobi:imfline.

Lisa:metoo.Areyoutakingushome?

Kea:thedoctorstillhastotreatyoufirst.When



everythingisfinethenyoucancomehome.

Mpendulo:webroughtyoufood.

Mnqobi:thankyou.Areyouleavingnow?

Kea:no.We'llstayhereuntilvisitinghoursareover.

NowwearegoingtocheckonThando.Wewill

comeback.

Lisa:okaymommy.

TheylefttoThando'sward.Shewasalsoawake

andherparentswererelieved.

Mpendulo:shewillbefine.She'supandthat'sall

thatmatters.

Kea:she'ssoyoung.Iwishitwasmeinherplace.

Imaginehowshecrieswhentheychangethe

bandage.Idon'tthinkicandothat.Hearinghercry

willbreakme.

Mpendulo:wewillseewhenwegetthere.Fornow

let'shopethatshe'sgoingtobealright.

Theysatwithheruntilshefellasleep.Afterthat

theyleftbecausevisitinghourswereover.They

weregoingtocomebackandseethenannyandthe



manwhohelpedthem.

Mpendulo:Khanyisilewhereisyourring?

Kea:it'sinmycar.

Mpendulo:whatisitdoinginyourcar?Isn'tit

supposedtobeonyourfinger!?

Kea:iwillputitonwhenBonolobringsmycar.

Mpendulo:whydidyoutakeitoffinthefirstplace?

Kea:iwasangryokay?Withyourmistressarriving

anddisrespectingmeandyouleavingijusttookit

off.Howdoyouthinkimfeelingrightnow?Youran

toyourmistressandiwasleftalonehere.

Mpendulo:iamsorry.

Kea:everytimeyouarejustgoingtosaysorryandI

justhavetosayfineiforgiveyou.Youpromised

thatwewontfacethesecheatingthings.Inmyfirst

relationshipiwasfooledandhurt,evenhereifeel

likeimbeingfooled.You'realwaysleavingandi

havetoremainbehindandtakecareofthechildren.

Istoppedworkingbecausetherewouldbenooneat

home.Butyoudon'tseemyefforts.Allthe



promisesyoumadebeforewegotmarriedimnot

seeingthem.Itwasalljustlies.

Mpendulo:pleasedon'tsaythat.Icanstilldothose

things.Imbeggingyou.Let'snotdivorceplease.

Look,I'vechanged.Itellyouallthosethingsthat

happenedwillnothappenagain.Canwefixthings?

Kea:Itoldyoubeforeweevengotmarriedthat

cheatingisanonoforme.Butyoudidn'tthink

aboutthat.Whoknows?Somethingmighthave

happenedwhenyouwentbackthere.Youcandeny

itallyouwantbutiwasnotthere.Iwillneverknow.

Mpendulo:ipromiseyounothinghappened.Can

youpleasegivemethislastchange?Ipromisewe

willnevercomehereagain.

Kea:untilsheshowsupagain.Youevendothings

withouttalkingtomefirst.Wearesupposedtobea

team.EventhoughRapulaliedtomeabout

everythingelsewewereateam.Heincludedmein

everything.Ifeltimportant.Iknowimnotsupposed

tocompareyoubutihaveto.Youmustalsotreat

melikeapartinthismarriage.Imnotjustsomeone



who'sheretobarekidsforyouandtakecareof

yourfamily.Ialsohavetofeelloved.Wemustbuild

eachother.Insteadofdestroyingeachother.How

arewegoingtodothatwhenyoudontseemeas

yourpartner.?Themomentshegothereyoujust

toldherthatyouwilltransferthemoneywithout

eventalkingtomeaboutit.Shetalkedtoyouasifi

wasn'tthere.Calledmeathing.Andyoulether.

Whocanstandallofthat?Icanalsoreachacertain

stagewhereIcansayit'senough.Yesiloveyoubut

iamnotgoingtoletyouplayallovermyhead.

Mpendulo:ihearyou.Andipromisethingsare

goingtochange.Idon'twanttoloseyou.Iloveyou

somuch.Itmaybehardforyoutobelieveit

becauseofwhatididbutneverdoubtmylovefor

you.Iloveyouonlyanditwillremainlikethat.Can

weworkonourmarriage?

Kea:Ihopesomethinglikethiswon'thappenagain.

Imnotthreateningyoubutifyouevercheatonme

againisweariwilltakethekidsandleaveyou.

Mpendulo:iwon'tletthathappen.



Kea:imgoingtocheckonthetwins.

[07/06,19:01] :*STORYOFMY

LIFE:KEATLARETSI*

*CHAPTER18*

Istoodnearthefriedgebythecounterandtookout

icecreamandabowel.Ifeltsomeonehugmefrom

behind.

Mpendulo:heybaby.Howwasyournight?

Me:fine.Howareyou

Mpendulo:imgood.Areyousureyou'refinewithmy

brotherscominghere?

Me:yeah.Whywouldihaveaproblemwiththat?

They'reyourfamily.

Mpendulo:thenwhyareyounotjoiningus?Their

wiveswillbewiththem.

Me:Faraiisleavingtomorrow.Sowe'respending

thedaywithhim.Ican'tlethimdown.



Mpendulo:ifyoufinishearlyyouwillcome?

Me:yes.ButitdependsonwhatBonolowantsusto

dotoday.Butit'snotthatmuchwewillfinishearly.

Mpendulo:can'tshedoherthingsonherown?

Me:shwwasthereformeonmyweddingsoialso

wanttobethereforher.Imsurewewillfinishearly.

Wearejustgoingtofitthedresses.

Mpendulo:youcantellSbongiletobringthedress

here.Thenyoucanallmeethere.

Me:koreyou'retryingallyoucanformetobehere?

TalktoFaraiifhe'llagreetocomehere.

Mpendulo:ifthesepeopleweretomovetoanother

countrywouldyousurvive?

Me:yesiwould.Whichiswhyihavetospendmost

ofmytimewiththemwhentheyarehere.Faraican

goalongtimewithoutcallingsoihavetomake

mostofit.

Mpendulo:okay.Iwilltalktohim.

Hesaidleaving.Itooktheicecreamandwentto

thesittingroom.Igaveeveryonetheirs.Wehad



ouricecreamwhileIlistenedtothemtellmeabout

whathappenedwhenIwasn'taround.Wearenow

rentinganapartment.Mpendulorefusedwheni

saidwecanmoveinmyhouseinPretoriaWest.He

saidhecan'tstaywithFarai.Idon'tknowwhat'shis

problemwithhim.OurhouseinSilverlakeisbeing

rebuilt.

Ourhoneymoon!Wellihadagreattime.Wewentto

Greece.Greeceissobeautiful.Butmost

importantlymeandmyhusband.Heliterallytold

methatwewouldn'tcomebackbeforethingsare

goodbetweenus.Wellittooktimeforustoget

here.Ican'tsayifullytrusthimnow.Butitwillget

there.Iknowitoldmyselfthatifhecheatsiwill

leave.Butsomethinginmejusttoldmetogivemy

marriageasecondchance.Ifitdoesn'tworkthenit

doesn'twork.

Mpendulo:babeyourcousinagreedtocomehere.

Me:oh.ThenIwillgowithBonolotofitherdress

thencomeback.



Mpendulo:okay.I'llbeinthestudy.Comemygirl.

HetriedtotakeThandobutshestartedcrying.My

girlhadascaronthesideofherstomach,fromthe

fire.Westilldon'tknowhowthefirehappened

becausemmeMaggie(thenanny.)Saidshewasn't

cookingandtherewasnothingthatcouldhave

startedthefire.Thepolicehaven'tfoundanything

soLerato'sbrothertheonewhohelpedwithgetting

thekidsoutofthefiresaidhewillinvestigate

himselfbecausethepolicearenotdoinganything.

WellLeratoturnedouttobeaverygoodfriendof

mine.It'shardformetojusttrustanyonebutwith

heritjustnatural.She'sagoodpersonand

someoneicankeeparound.

Mnqobi:youseeyourdadisjealous?Hewantsto

tajeyoufromme.

Mpendulo:whyveleisshecrying?Doyoubribeher?

Mnqobi:shelovesherbrother.

Lisa:noshewontcryonme

Theyalltriedtotakegerandshecried.Evenonme.

Traiter.



Mpendulo:thischild!Let'sgoboys.

Thetwinswerealreadyathisfeet.Welaughed.He

tookthwmandtheydisappearedthroughthe

passage.Afteriwasdonewithwhatiwasdoingi

drovetoHatfield.That'swhereSbongile'sboutique

is.ImetBonolothere.Westarted

Fittingthedressanditlookedsogoodonher.

Sbo:itshouldbehercryingbutit'syou

Theylaughedatme

Me:ijustcan'thelpit.Youlooksobeautiful.

Remembersayingyouwillnevergetmarried?

Bonolo:youhadtogothere.Ididn'tknowiwouldfall

inloveomeday.Nowhereiam.

Me:you'regoingtobethemostbeautifulbride.

Sbo:everyonewillbelookingatyou.

Shechangedandcameback.

Sbo:thankyouforrecommendingmeKhanyisile.So

wouldyouliketoleavewithitorwhat?

Bonolo:idon'twantanythinghappeningtoitsoill



fetchitonFriday.

Sbo:okay.

Me:sowheretonow?

Bonolo:imgoingtoAmir'splace.

Me:okay.I'llseeyou.

Bonolo:ihaveabonetopickwithyou.Iwillcall.

Me:dididosomethingwrong?

Bonolo:no.Byenow.Iloveyou.

Me:iloveyoutoo.

Wehuggedandwentourseparateways.WhenI

arrivedisawthecarsoutside.Theymustbehere.I

wentinandtherewasnoone.Ichangedmyheals

intosandalsthenwentoutside.Ifoundeveryoneat

thebackyard.

Me:dumelang.

Them:yebo/hi/hello

Isatononeoftheemptychairs.Thekidswere

playing.Andthemenweredoingabraai.Isee



everythingisready.Justwaitingforthemeat.

Ntombi:sowherewereyou?

Me:iwentwithBonolotofitherdress.

Ntombi:okay.Soyounevertoldusaboutyour

honeymoon.

Ndoni:anddon'tleaveanythingout.

Me:umwhocooked?

Sethu:you'renotgettingoutofthisone.

Me:itwasgood.Ihadagreattime.

Sethu:wheredidhetakeyou?

Me:Greece.Ihadneverbeentherebefore.Theplace

issobeautiful!

Ndoni:itshowsyouhadagreattime.You're

glowing.

Myphonesavedmefromthequestions.

Me:hello...yesatthebackyard.Youdon'thaveto

shout.Justcometothebackyardyou'llseeus.

Ndoni:whereisSbongile?



Me:shesaidshehadtofetchsomethingathome

first.

FaraiappearedwithRickus.Ilookedatthemand

theylookedateachotherandlaughed.

Me:andnow?Rickusit'sgoodtoseeyou.

Rickus:ihadtoseeyoubeforeIleft.Soidecided

totagalongwithyourcousin.

Farai:areyoufine?Istheresomeoneihavetotake

careof?

Me:alwaysreadytofight.Imgood.

Farai:wecouldhavejustwentwithourplansforthe

dayinsteadoftellingyourhusbandrotellmeto

comehere.Actually,orderme.Yourhusbandthinks

he'sGod.

Me:sometimeshethinksheownsthisworld.

Sbongilearrivedandtookaseat

Me:guysthisisRickusmyfriend.Andthesearemy

sistersinlaw.



Rickus:notright.Imherbrother.Grewuptogether

andusedtofightbulliesforher.

Me:youcouldhavejuststoppedatgrewuptogether.

Rickus:ihadtogetitoutthere.

Me:youcangoandjointheguysthere.Imsure

they'llneedyourhandmasterchef

Rickus:lilsisthankyou.Ifyouhaveafunctionim

yourchef.

Helaughedandtheywentwherethemenwere.

Wechatuntiltheyweredonewiththemeatandwe

wenttoseataroundthetable.Thekidssatontheir

own.ThandocriedandMnqobibroughther.

Mnqobi:malomeMlungu.

Ialmostlaughed.Lisamusthavebeentalking

abouthim.Thatlittlegirlwillneverchange.

Rickus:boy.Howareyou?

Mnqobi:imfine.



Lisa:yousee?Itoldyouhisnameismlungu.

Me:youcangoandeatnow.

Weallateourfoodandafterweweredonewe

chilledoutside.Ievenfeltfunnyaftereating.Iwent

andthrewupthencameback.Ifoundthem

interrogatingRickus.

Mpendulo:sothisistheMlungu.Whyisyourname

mlungu?

Rickus:thesetwogavemethenameandeveryone

inourneighborhoodstartedusingit.

Siya:soyou'refromthesameneighborhood.

Interesting.

Mabutho:MlunguIhopeyouseethatringonher

fingersonochanceforyou.

Mpendulowasquietandjustlookingathimand

Farai.What'shisproblem?

Rickus:youhavenothingtoworryabout.She'smy

littlesister.

Mabutho:talkingaboutlittlesisters.WenaFarai

whatareyoudoingwithourlittlesister?She's



alwaysaskingaboutyou.

Farai:maybeyoushouldaskher.

Mabutho:imaskingyou.Ihopeyou'renotdatingher

ortherewillbetrouble.

Mpendulo:you'retoooldforher.

Ilookedathimlikewhaat?Ilaughedtogetherwith

Farai.

Farai:yousurprisememan.Im8yearsolderthan

yoursisterandwena?21yearsolderthanmysister.

Soidon'tknowwhatyoumean.

Mpendulo:areyoudatingmysister?ifyouare,stop

thatrelationship.You'lldistractherfromherstudies.

Farai:yohRudo.Yourfamily.Youdon'tknowwhat

yougotyourselfinto.

Me:lol

Farai:imnotaperveteventhoughthere'snothing

wrongwithdatingsomeoneyoungerthanyou.Just

likeyouandmysister.Imhelpingyoursisterwith

someofhermodulessinceimadoctor.Shehas

researchthatshe'sbusywithsoihelpher.Im



marriedifyouhaven'tseenthisring.

Mabutho:luckyforyou.Somlunguushadile?

Rickus:idon'tunderstandyourlanguage.

Theyalllookedathim.Zulusandtheirpride.He

spokezuluwithhimdeliberately.

Me:areonyetsina?

Rickus:gorengabatlagoitse?NyaaKeatlaretsile

itsenyamodilong.

Rickuswasreallymakingmelaugh.Hewasbeing

funnynow.

Mabutho:ohsouyaziistswana.Youhaven't

answeredmyquestion.

Rickus:yesimmarried.Sorelaxiwon'ttakeyour

brother'swife.Asisaidshe'smysister.Noneedto

worry.

Farai:thankyouforinvitingus.MyhusbandandI

havetoleavenow.Rudotakecareofyourself.

Siya:he'syourhusband?



Rickus:that'swhathesaid.

Me:letsamayesentle.Imgoingtomissyouguys

Rickus:wewillcalloryoucanvisit.

Me:okay.

Ihuggedthemandtheyleft.

Mpendulo:youneversaidanythingaboutthem

beinggay.

Me:gawabotsa.Youwerebusythinkinghe'strying

hisluckwithme.Excuseme

Igotupandwenttobathroom.

Mpendulo:areyoualright?Didisaysomethingto

offendyou?

Me:no.Iwasjustthrowingup.Idon'tfeelgood.

Mpendulo:okay.Youcangoandliedown

Me:it'sfine.Let'sgo.

Wewentbacktotheothers.

Ndoni:areyoualright



Me:imfine.Iwasjustfeelingnauseous.Nothing

much.

Bonga:minaimjusthappyukuthiwenanobafoare

alright.Andyou'reworkingonyourmarriage

Siya:namifuthi.

Phumla:wow.That'ssurprisingcomingfromyou.

Youweretheonekickingheroutwhenyouthought

shewascheatingbutnowthatit'syourbrotheryou

saynothing.Whyhaven'tyoukickedhimoutthen?

Siya:peoplemakemistakesokay.Anywaywe

apologizedandsheforgaveus.

Bonga:yessolet'smoveon.Let'snotletitruinthis

beautifulday.

Mpendulo:urightsthandwasami?Khanyisile.

Khanyisile!

Iwokeuptobeepingmachinesandpeopleinthe

ward.

Bonolo:ohthankGodyou'reup.Whathappened?

Didsomeonedosomethingtoyou?



Me:calmdown.Noonedidanythingtome.

Nolo:idon'ttrustthem

Mpendulo:howareyoufeeling?

Me:imfine.Justdizzy.

Bonolo:thedoctorishere

Dr:howismypatient?

Me:imfine.

Dr:youscaredthesepeoplebyfainting.Anywayi

haveyourresultshere.You're3weekspregnant.

Bonolo:Keatlaretsi!

Me:it'snotpossible.Imoncontraceptives!

Dr:itdoeshappen.Maybethere'sadaywhereyou

forgot.Congratulations.

IlookedatMpenduloandhewassmiling.Iswearif

hedidsomethingtomypillsthere'llbetrouble.

Bonolo:Keatlaretsiyourchildisnotevenayearbut

you'repregnantagain.Howwillyouraisethesekids?

Muzi:shehasahusband.Soit'snotaproblem



Bonolo:untilhedisappearsagainandshewillhave

toraisethebabyalone.

Mpendulo:imnotgoinganywhere.Imhappyim

goingtobeafatheragain.

Dr:wecandoascanifyou'dliketo.

Mpendulo:yes.

Thedoctordidhisthingsandweheardthe

heartbeat.

Dr:strongheartbeat.Congratulations.

Iwipedatearthatfell.

Mpendulo:thisisgoodnews.Thankyoubabe.

Heheldmyhandandlookedatthescan.Iwas

scared.Amigoingtobefine?Whatifheleaves

again?Idon'tknowhowiwillcopewiththat.

Mpendulo:you'vebeensoquiet.

Me:didyouchangemypills?

Mpendulo:wow.Ididn'tchangethem.Sometimes

thesethingsdon'twork.Butimhappywe'rehaving

morebabiez.



Me:you'renottheonecarryingthem.It'smewho's

goingtobetiredandfat.Iwilljustsitinthishouse

anddonothing.

Mpendulo:asisaid,iwillbeherewithyou.It

doesn'tmatterhowyou'lllook.I'llstillloveyoueven

ifyourbodyshapechanges.

Me:Imgoingtosleep.

Mpendulo:eatfirst.I'llbringyousomethingtoeat.

Heleftandcamebackwithaplatefulloffood.

Me:somuchfood.

Mpendulo:youmustputonweight.

Me:ithinkihavetogobacktowork.

Mpendulo:hawuithoughtyouwerenotgoingback.

Me:igetboredaroundhere.

Mpendulo:youcanvisitfriendsandanythingbut

working

Me:ithinkihavetofocusontheRustenburg

branch.Ihavetooverlookthings.



Mpendulo:okay.Hereiswhatyoucando.Youcan

workfromhome.Iftherearemeetingsyoucan

havezoommeetings.Andtheywillkeepyouupto

datewithhowthingsaregoing.

Me:thatsoundsbetter.Canihaveatchar?

Mpendulo:that'snotgoodforyou.Eatthisandyou

willbefine.

Runningabusinessreallyisabigresponsibility.I've

beendrivingupanddownbetweenRustenburgand

Pretoria.Thingsarenotgoingverywellwiththe

Rustenburgbranchandihadtogothere.Thank

Goodimdone.Thedrivingwasbeginningtogetto

me.Theringingofmyphonedisturbsmefromwhat

imdoing.I'vebeencuttingthiscallforagesand

nowidecidetocompletelyswitchitoff.

Lerato:justanswerthepoorman

Me:he'sgoingtodisturbourpeace.

Lerato:lewenamaragaofair.Everytimeyougoto

RustenburgyouseeRapula.Howdoyouthinkthat



makeshimfeel?

Me:RapulamovedbacktoRustenburgandthere's

nothingicandoaboutit.He'salsomyneighborso

howdoiignorehim?

Lerato:igetwhyyourhusbandisactinglikethis.I

alsostayinthesameneighborhoodasmyexbutI

don'tassociatemyselfwithhim.Youdon'thavea

childwiththisguysoit'seasytocuthimout.

Me:youwon'tunderstand.Ourfathersarefrineds

andtheyarealwaystogether.He'sbeenmyfriend

sincechildhood.Wegrewuptogether.

Lerato:Thabangwasalsomyfriendsincehigh

schoolbutyoudon'tseememeetingwithhim.

Keatlaretsionyetswi.Thisguyotlagobakela

mathatamolenyalonglagago.Imtellingyouas

yourfriendtostopthis.

Me:okayfine!Andijustmethimonceandsuddenly

he'sangry.Hedoesnthavetoknoweveryplaceim

at.

Lerato:thismanlovesyou.Decidenowifyouwant

tobewithhimornot.Ifyoudothenplayawayfrom



yourex.Fromwhatyoutoldmethisguyhurtyou.

Andifyoudon'tstopthishe'sgonnahurtyouagain.

Me:iguessyou'reright.Nowimgoingtoswitchoff

myphoneorelsehewontstopcalling.

Lerato:haaKea.Callhimandtellhimthatyou're

withmeorelsehewillworry.Justlethimknow

whereyouare.

Idialedhisnumberandit'sasifhewasreadyfor

thecall.

Me:heybabe.

Mpendulo:Sthandwasami.I'vebeencallingyou.

Me:babethere'snothingtoworryabout.Imwith

Leratoatherplace.Youdon'thavetocallmeevery

hourI'llbebacksoon.

Mpendulo:callmewhenyouaredone.Iwillfetch

you.

Me:okay.Iloveyou.

Mpendulo:iloveyou.

Icutthecall.



Me:ididn'tknowamancries.Maybeweshouldgo

onaweekendawayandseehowhewillfeel.

Lerato:don'tgivethepoormanaheartattack.

Me:he'stoostrongforaheartattack.

Lerato:you'recrazy.

Me:butforrealthough,hemustknowthatIcan

spendthewholedaywithoutseeinghim.

Lerato:whoareyoutryingtoconvince?Youare

alwaysthinkingabouthim.

Me:kenaganaonjisitse...

Lerato:watsenwastraight.

Me:marakeratamonnawameweitsi.Bonolowas

right.Shedidsayonedayiwouldbehead

overheelsinlovewithhimandideniedit.It's

actuallyfunnyhoweverythingworkedout.

Lerato:that'sloveforyou.

NARRATED



mzwakhe:whatwasthat!?

Mpendulo:leavemealoneman.

Mzwakhe:wearerunningabusinesshere.Doyou

wantustoloseclients?Isthatit?Ididn'tcomeback

todealwiththis!Ifthisishowit'sgoingtobelikei

willleaveandnevercomeback!

Mpendulo:don'texaggerate!

Mzwakhe:what'sgoingon?Whatever'sstressing

youisaffectingthebusiness.

Mpendulo:youthinkIdon'tknowtha!

Mzwakhe:thenwhatisit?

Mpendulo:Ifeellikeimlosingmywife.Thisidiotis

alwaysfollowingheraround.

Mzwakhe:doyourealizethatyouaretheone

pushinghertohim?Thisthingofyourunningto

Mozambiquewheneverthatwomancallsandsay

herfatherissickiswhat'sgoingtoruinyour

marriage.Don'tyouthinkthatshemeetsthisguy

becauseshefeelslonely?thiswomanlovesyou.

Shecouldhaveeftwhenyouhidyourage,whenyou



cheated,whenyouranofftoMozambiqueagain.

Butshe'sstillhere.Doesn'tthatsaysomethingto

you?Youarehurtingher.Changeyourwaysifyou

don'twanttoloseher.

Mpendulo:imnotcheatingonher.

Mzwakhe:thenyouhavenothingtoworryabout.

Youknowwhat?Gohomeandspendtimewithyour

wife.Dosomethingniceforher.Stopactinglikea

guiltyman.There'snothingtobeguiltyabout.She

forgaveyouandnowmoveon.Leavethepast

whereitbelongs,inthepast!Youwillcomeback

tomorrowrefreshedandgood.

Mpendulo:letmeleave.Thanksman.Iwillseeyou.

Hedrovehomebutfirstwentandbought

chocolatesandflowersforhiswife.Whenhegot

homehefoundZolanitherewaitingforhim.

Mpendulo:hello.Ididn'tknowyou'dbehere.Iwould

havecameearlier.

Zolani:worrynot.Ijustarrived.Mypisaysthatguy



hasnothingtodowiththefirehere.Didyouknow

thatyourmistresswasinthecountry?

Mpendulo:Whatwasshedoinghere?

Zolani:whatelsebesidetakingcareoftheproblem

standinginfrontofher?Whichisyourwifeand

children.Shestartedthisfire.

Mpendulo:shewasinMozambique!

Zolani:didyouseehereveryday?

Mpendulo:ididn'tseeherthedayicameback.

Zolani:andthat'swhenthefirestarted.Thiswoman

mustbearrested.Doyouknowwhatcouldhave

happenedtoyourkids?

Mpendulo:ifsheisresponsiblethenjailiswhere

sheisgoing.

Zolani:andyoumustbecleansed.Yourwifetoo.

Youdon'twantyourwifeattractingthoseevilspirits.

Iwillcomebackwitheverything.Evidenceandall

that.

Mpendulo:thankyou.



Hewenttothebedroomafterseeinghimout.

Kea:areyoulisteningtoyourself?

.........

Kea:youshouldstopdoingthis.Doyouknowthe

problemsthatwe'regoingtoface?Youdon'twant

tocomeclean?Ivaluemylife.Idon'twanttodie!

Please.Dotherightthing.

.....

Kea:imsurethepersonresponsiblecanhelp.

Beforeit'stoolate.Juststopthis.Okay.When

you'vethoughtabouteverythingyouwillcallme.

Yesiwonttellanyone.Yesevenhim.

Shesatonthebedsighing.

Mpendulo:what'sgoingon?

Kea:you'reback!Ididn'thearyoucomein.

Mpendulo:youwerebusyonyourphone.

Kea:oh.Whyareyouearlytoday?



Mpendulo:can'ticomehomewhenimissmywife?

Kea:that'snotwhatImean.

Mpendulo:what'sgoingon?Whatsecretareyou

keeping?

Kea:there'snosecret.

Mpendulo:ifyou'reintroubletellmewhileit'sstill

early.Imighthelp.

Kea:it'sBonolo.Ipromisednottosayanythingso

ican'ttellyou.

Mpendulo:whenit'salreadytoolateandsomething

badhappenswillyoustillsaythis?

Kea:okay!Butdon'tsaythistoanyone.

Mpendulo:iwont.

Kea:Bonoloispregnantandit'snotAmir'schild.

Nowshe'snotsureaboutthewedding.

Mpendulo:what!?

Kea:yeahmaybethat'soneofthereasonsthe

weddingwascancelled.Nowshe'ssayingshe'sin

trouble.Shethinksshe'sindanger.Shewantsto



tellAmirbuthismotheristhreateninghersaying

thatshemustnotsayanything.Orifshecan'tkeep

thesecretshemustabort.

Mpendulo:didshesaywhothefatheris?

Kea:no.Nowimalsoinvolved.Thewomanisalso

threateningmebecauseIalsoknowaboutit.

Mpendulo:shewon'tdoanythingtoyou.Iwilltake

careofit.Tellhernottoagreetotheabortion.

Kea:takecareofit?Doyouknowsomethingidon't?

Mpendulo:ifit'snotthefireatourhouseit'sthis!...I

umkindofknowwhothefatheris.

Kea:youknowthefather?whoisit?

Mpendulo:Mzwakhe.

Kea:Mzwakheyourbrother?Whendidthishappen?

Mpendulo:ithasn'tbeenayear.

Kea:Bonolo!howcansheletthishappen?

Mpendulo:youcan'tstoplove.Itjusthappens.

Kea:youarehappyaboutthis.It'swrong!She



cheatedonAmir.Amirisagoodguy!Sheshould

havebrokeupwithhimfirst.

Mpendulo:let'snotgetinvolvedinthis.It'stheir

problems.

Kea:iminvolvedalready!Whenthissecretcomes

outandthiswomancomesafterme?

Hefiddledwithhisphoneandputitonhisear.

Mpendulo:heywena!Doyouseenowyour

problemsaremine?Takecareofthis!

Mzwakhe:what'sgoingon?

Mpendulo:umuntuwakhoukhulelweabdnowmy

wife'sinthemiddle.

Mzwakhe:she'spregnant?

Mpendulo:that'swhatIsaid!Youbetterfixthisnow.

Hecutthecallandexhaledloudly.

Mpendulo:beforeIgotdisturbed,ihavesomething

foryou.



Kea:whatisit?

Mpendulo:here.

Kea:ahbabethankyou.Letmeputtheminwater.

[07/06,19:01] :*STORYOFMY

LIFE:KEATLARETSI*

*CHAPTER19*

LILOCA

I'mLilocaPereira.I'mmozambican.That'swherei

metMpendulo.Hewasbadlyinjuredwhenmy

fatherbroughthimhome.Iwasattractedtohim.

Noitwasnotwhattheycallloveatfirstsight.Ifell

forhimastimewent.Theninoticedtheringhehad

onhushandandconcludedthathe'smarried.But

thatdidnotstopmefrommakinghimmine.His

memorylosswasjustabonustome.Itmade

thingseasier.Imaginea40yearsoldwoman



divorced.Whowouldmarrymeatsuchage?Soi

hadtomakesurethatigethim.Thingsstarted

goingSouthwhenherememberedthingsbitbybit.

Thenherememberedthathehadawifeanda

familybackinSA.Thatdidnotsitwellwithme.I

wantedtohavehimtomyself.Inursedhimbackto

health!Thenthatbrotherofhisfoundhimandtook

himhome.Thatruinedallmyplans.Yesafter

gaininghismemoryhestartedirritatingme.

Everythinghesaidwasabouthislivelyand

beautifulwife.It'sallweheard.Thedayivisitedhis

placeistartedunderstandingwhyhealwaystalked

abouther.She'sbeautiful.Reallybeautiful.I've

neverreallyseenadarkbeautylikeher.It'smyfirst

time.Whatipickedupaboutheristhatshe'sthose

weakwomen.Whichwillmakemyplanseasy.

IarrivedlastnightfromMozambique.Imovedthis

sidesothaticanexecutemyplaneasily.Rightnow

I'msittinginarestaurantwaitingonsomeLisagirl.

Ihatewaiting.I'vebeenhereforsometime.

"Luu!Comehere."



Iwatchasthetwolittleboysjumpupanddown

laughing.Theyruntotheirdad.Onhisarmsisa

littlegirl.Theyalllookthesame.Justliketheir

father.Thelittlegirlisholdingonfordearlife.Then

thelittlewifecomeswithtwokids.Theyare

laughingandsohappy.That'ssupposedtobeme.

Ifonly.Theytaketheirseatsastheirfatherorders.

Afterhe'sdonehegoestotheirtablewithafull

smileonhisface.Hedoesn'tcarewhatanyone

says.Hekissesherevenaftersheprotests.Allisee

islove.I'veneverseenhimsmilelikethatevenwith

myfather.Sowhoamithathecansmilelikethat

withme?Hetalkstothemandtheylaugh.Damn!I

bangthetableandthepeoplenexttomelookatme.

Ilookatthehappyfamilyastheyleave.Theyreally

areahappyfamily.Sohowwillhelovemeifheis

likethatwithhislittlewife?Istartbeingangry.

That'smylife!

"SorryI'mlate.Traffic."

Me:didyouseethetime?I'vebeenhereforanhour.

Let'sgo.



Itakemyhandbagandleedtheway.Wearriveat

myapartmentandiseethehappyfamilyismoving

out.Ithoughtthefirewouldhavehelpedme.That

she'ddietogetherwithherchildrenandthenI'dtake

over.Irentedthisapartmentspecificallyjustto

keepmyeyesonthem.Itseemslikeallmyworkis

invain.

"Whydidyoucallmehere?"

Me:Iwasdoingaresearchandifoundthatyou

wereonceKeatlaretsiKhoza'sfriend.

"Then?"

Me:Annieiwouldlikeyoutohelpme.Youknowher

andherhusbandaccusedmeofburningtheir

house?SoI'llalsoneedalawyer.Andthat'swhere

youenter.

Annie:sohowcanIhelp?

Me:tellmeabouther.

Annie:wellshewasmyfriend.Butwestoppedbeing

friendswithheraftersheleftherlecturerboyfriend...



Me:lecturer?

Annie:yes.Shelefthimforherchildhoodfriend.

Thatmanlovedherbutshedroppedhimjustlike

that.Yousee,thatfakemarriagewiththechildhood

frienddidn'tworkout.

Me:fake?Howso?

Annie:thefriendwasfoolingher.Hewasalready

marriedandhadafamily.

Me:I'msureshewasjustthereformoney.

Shelaughedandilookedatherconfused.

Annie:it'sclearyoudon'tknowher.Theguywasthe

oneafterhermoney.Sheownedcompanies.But

shegavehimashareonherbiggestcompany.If

youGoogleBMconstructionyouwillseewhatI'm

talkingabout.Theguyandhiswifeweretryingto

scamher.Thenshelefthim.That'swhereher

husbandcameinandrescuedher.

Me:howdoyouknowallofthis?



Aanie:youdon'thavetoknowhowiknowthis.

Me:okaygoon.

Annie:shefellinlovewiththatman.I'mverysure

shedidn'tknowhisage.Imagineat29beingina

relationshipwitha50yearsoldman.Butwhati

lovedmostistheirloveforeachother.Sobeautiful.

Thatmanloveshiswife.Noonecancomebetween

them.Andithinkshehasfoundtheone.

Me:ididn'tcallyouhereforthat.

Annie:oaky!

Me:sohowisshe?Isshemaybeagolddiggeror

something?Howdidshestartthesecompanies?

Annie:notevenachance.Thatmanisfilthyrichbut

idon'tthinksheknows.Orelseshewouldn'tbe

working.Shebuiltallthosecomlanieswithher

savings.She'ssmart.That'showshegottobethis

successful.

Me:youspeaksohighlyofheryetyouarentfriends

anymore.

Annie:she'sagoodperson.Ificouldturnbackthe



time...

Me:tellmeaboutthelecturer.

Annie:myhusbandwashisbestfriend.Whenhe

passedonhelefthereverything.That'showmuch

helovedher.

Me:isee.Soshe'salwaysattractedtotheserich

men.

Annie:theyjustfallinlovewithher.It'seasytobe

aroundher.Shehasagoodheart.Iremembermy

husbandtoldmethatwhenthelecturerleft

everythingtohershetransferredeverythingtohis

parents.Shedidn'teventakeacent.Itwassosad

readingonthenewsaboutherhousebeingburnt.

Sotellmeisittruethatyouburntthehouse...did

youdoit?

Me:no.Ididn't.Eventhepoliceletgoofthatcase.

Therewasnoevidenceatall.

Annie:idon'tknowwhatthatpersonwastryingto

doreally.Burningthehousewithkidsinside!

Me:sadmmh.Anywaythanksfortheinformation.I



needyoutobemylawyer.Thiscasemightbe

reopenedagain.

Annie:imprettysuretheywillfindtheculpritand

youwillbeclearedofeverything.Afterallher

husbandisfriendswithZorro.Soyeah.

Me:Zorro?

Annie:yeah.oneofThemostfearedgangstersinthe

country.He'sherhusband'sfruendandherfriend's

brother.Sojustonewordit'sdoneforthatcriminal.

Me:thankyouforeverything.

Annie:youdoknow8ichargeperhour?

Me:sure.Sendmeyourbankingdetails.

Ithinkigotwhatiwaslookingfor.Ificanjust

tweakitthereandthere.Iwillhavemyjackpot.

.......



Nextday

Iwokeupanddidmyhygieneprocess.I'mgoingto

meetMpendulosoihavetolookmybest.Iwon'tlet

alittlechildbeatmeonthisgame.Itakemycar

keysanddrivetotheaddressigotontheinternet.

Youmightbeaskingyourselfwhereigetthis

money.Ihavemyownmoney.Imaynotberichbut

I'mnotpooreither.Thatthingofmyfatherbeing

sickandnothavinghospitalfees?Nottrueatall.

He'sonmymedicalaid.Thatwasjustawayto

makeMpenduloandhiswifefight.Idrivetohis

companyjustlisteningtomusic.Hopingthatifind

himalone.Igetthereandgostraighttoreception.I

askforhisofficeandthereceptionisttellsme

whereheis.IstoponmytrackswhenIseeKia

lockinglipswithsomeonewho'smaybeMpendulo's

twin.

Her:what?Didyoujustseeaghost?

Man:babenothereplease.

Her:she'sstarringatme!Doioweyousomething?



Ilookedathercarefullyandsawthatthisoneisa

bitlightincomplexion.Buttheylookthesame.

Maybetheyaretwins.

Me:umsorry.Youjustlookfamiliar.

Her:youdon'thavetolookatmelikethat.It'screepy.

Themantookherhandandexitthebuilding.Igot

intotheelevatorandwenttotheoffice.Thisplace

isbeautiful.Nolies.Icanimagineowningthisone

day.Iknockandihearavoicesayingcomein.

Kea:ohit'syou.

Me:heyKia.

Kea:it'sKea.Whatdoyouwanthere?

Me:I'mheretoseeMpendulo.

Kea:it'sMrKhozatoyou.Whatdoyouwantwith

him?

Me:ineedtotalktohim.



Kea:you'renotwelcomehere.

Me:ohyou'reafraidthathemightjustcomebackto

me?

Kea:nothinglikethat.There'snothingtobeafraidof.

NowgetoutofherebeforeIcallthepolice.

"IsmybeautifulCAwinninghere?"

Hekissedherneck.Hejustcameoutofsomedoor

anddidn'tevenseeme.

Kea:yes.I'malmostdone.

Mpe:it'sgoodtohaveawifeasyourCA.Idon'thave

topay.

Kea:nicebeingyou.didyouordermyfood?I'mso

hungry.

Mpe:onit'sway.

Heraisedhisheadandannoyancewaswrittenon

hisface.



Mpe:whatareyoudoinghere?Areyouthatstupid

foryoutocomehere?

Me:you'recallingmestupidaftereverythingI've

doneforyou?Inursedyoubacktohealthandyou

tossedmelikesomethingdirty!

Mpe:yourfathernursedme.He'dbedisappointedto

hearthathisdaughterisbusyburningpeople's

houseswiththeintentiontokill.You'readisgraceto

women.Stopfoolingyourself.Iwillneverleavemy

wifeforyou.Oranyoneelseforthatmatter.Getit

intoyourhead.Iwillneverloveyou.Ilovemywife

andthat'swhereitends.Don'ttryyourtricksagain.

Thistimeyouwillneversucceed.Whatdidyou

thinkwouldhappenaftermywifediedinthatfire?

ThatI'dmarryyou?Thenyou'recrazy.Thistimeif

youtryanotherstuntiwillkillyouwithmybare

hands.Andthat'sapromise.

Me:isthisthethanksigetfromyou?

Mpe:oryouwantmetopayyouforyourfather's

generosity?Nxagetoutofhere.You'resuch

embarrassmenttowomen.Ifyoucomebackhere



againiwillcallthepoliceonyou.

Me:okay.Iwillneverbotheryouagain.

Mpe:andstopcallingmeaboutyourfather.Hewill

callmeifheissickorsomething.Hehasmy

number.

Ileftroughlyclosingthatdoor.Thatwomanlooked

sosimpleyetbeautiful.Youwouldn'treallybelieve

sheownssuchcompanies.Ididn'tsleepsearching

aboutherlastnight.ButI'mnotgoingtoletthat

intimidateme.Herhusbandjustdeclaredawarwith

me.Fuckmyfeelingsforhim!Thisisnowwar.

........

Chapter16

Bonolo



Mzwakhe:sowhatdoyousayaboutmyproposal?

Me:whatproposalisthat?

Mzwakhe:ukushada.

Me:canwetakethingsslow?ImnotsayingIdon't

wanttogetmarriedtoyoubutlet'sgettoknow

eachotherfirst.Dateandthenmaybewecanseeif

westillwanttogetmarriednextyear.Beina

relationshipfirstandjustbesureabouteverything.

Idon'twantustohaveregrets.

Mzwakhe:okayihearyou.Atleastiknowwewill

getmarriedsomeday.Iloveyouokay?Andimnot

goinganywhere.Iwillwaituntilyou'reready

becauseIknowimready.

Growingupihavealwaysbeenthatblacksheepof

thefamilyandcalledirresponsible.Aftermatricmy

parentsexpectedmetodowhattheywantedmeto.

Ialwayslovedcookingandwantedtogotoculinary

school.Ididnotevenapplytouniversities.YesI

wasthatbrightstudentandtopstudentinmy

school.Butididn'twanttostudyanythingthati



didn'tlove.Iwasreallysurprisedthedayofmy

resultswhenmyparentstoldmetopackandbe

readytoleaveforuniversity.Theyhadappliedfor

meinsecret.Theyappliedforllbandmedicine.

UnfortunatelyIwasconsideredformedicineasit

wasthefirstchoice.Iwasnothappyleavinghome

togoandliveinPretoria.IattendedinUPfor7

years.StayinginAcadiaandtravellingtoPrinshof

medicalcampuseverymorningwasallotofwork.

Butsurprisinglyididverywell.Ipassedwith

distinctions.KeatlaretsithenjoinedmewhenIwas

doing3rdyear.IhadalreadymovedfromAcadiato

residenceinmedicalcampus.KeatlaretsiandIwere

alwayscomparedandwewouldjustlaughaboutit.

Soafterifinishedatmedicalschooliwentto

culinaryschoolanddidwhatIlove.Eventuallymy

parentsacceptedthatcookingiswhatIloveddoing.

Ididworkasadoctorforayearandthat'sfarasit

goes.Atleastihaddonesomethingtomakemy

parentshappy.AndwhenIintroducedAmirtothem

theyweresohappy.Butnowthathappinessis

abouttoend.ImevensurprisedAmirhasn'tcalled

totalkaboutthebreakuptext.Iknowthiswillhurt



him.Butican'tturnbackthetime.Iknowwhatidid

isheartless.IsawhowhurtKeatlaretsiwasafter

whatRapuladidtoher.Ireallydidn'texpecttofallin

lovewithMzwakhe.Westartedasjustfriends.I

couldbefreearoundhimanditwasthecasewith

himtoo.Wearejustsogoodtogether.Hegetsme.I

startedfallingforhim.Thesmallthingshedid

mademefallhardinlove.Slowlyistartedtoforget

thatimengagedtobemarried.

Me:thankyouforcoming.

Amir:you'repregnantandyoudidn'ttellmeanything.

Andthattext?What'sgoingon?

Me:that'swhatIwantustotalkabout.Imsorrythat

thingshadtoendlikethis.

Amir:babewearegettingmarriedsoon.ithought

youpostponingtheweddingwasbecauseyouwere

notyetready,notbecauseyouwantoutofthe

relationship!

Me:iwishicouldsayitwaslikethatbutit'snot.Im

verysorry.



Amir:iloveyou!Weloveeachother.What'sthe

reasonforyoutoendthisrelationship?

Me:imetsomeone..

Amir:really!?Haveyoubeenmakingmeafool?You

knowwhat...imhappyigottoseethetypeofperson

youarebeforeweevensaidido!Ihopeyouwillnot

comebackrunningtomewhenthatsomeonehurt

you.Believemehewill!

Me:imsorryAmir.

Amir:andthebaby,howwilleverythingwork?Iwant

tobeinmybaby'slife.

Me:it'snotyours...

Hestoodupandbangedthetableandleft.He

lookedsoangry.Icried.NotbecauseIwashurtbut

becauseifeltbad.IdrovebacktoMzwakhe'splace.

Icouldhavewenttomyhousebutiknowthatas

soonasAmir'smotherhearsthatitoldhersonthe

truthshewillretaliateanditwillbeoverforme.I

parkedthecarinthegarageandwentinside.Gogo

sawmeandwavedformetogotoher.Theparents

leftyesterdayandsheremained.



Gogo:howareyoumychild?

Me:imfinegogo.

Gogo:youarenotfine.Ismygrandsongivingyoua

hardtime?Ishedoingsomethingthatyoudon'tlike?

Me:no.It'snothim.It'sjustsomethingpersonalthat

imgoingthroughandit'shardformetohandle.

Gogo:tellme.Whatisit?Youdon'thavetotell

exactlywhatitisbutyoucanexplain.

Me:Ididsomethingthatithoughtisrightbutnow

myfamilyisindangerbecauseofit.Idon'tknow

whatimgoingtodobecauseIjustputmyloved

oneslivesindanger.It'ssohardforme.

Gogo:youknowwhat?Lifewillnotalwaysberosy.

Youwillfacehardshipsandit'suptoyouhowyou

handlethem.Whateveritis,youwillgetthroughit.

Asyousaidyouthoughtitwastherightthingtodo.

Behappythatyoudidit.Ifyoudidn'tyouwould

alwayshavethatweightonyourshoulders.

Me:thankyouforthisgogo.NowIfeelbetter.

Gogo:where'sthatbighead?Hemustcomeand



makeyousomethingtoeat.

Me:it'sfine.Iwillmakeit.

Gogo:nonono.Youmustenjoythistimewhileitis

here.Afteryougivebirthhewon'tcookagain.I

knowhim.

Me:thenImusttakeadvantageofthistime.

Gogo:nowthat'sthesmileiwanttosee.

AftereatingthefoodthatMzwakhemadeiwentto

liedown.Iwaswokenupbyabeep.Myheart

startedracing.

"You'vemessedwiththewrongfamily!"

IrushedtothestudytoshowMzwakhethetext.

Me:ishouldn'thavetoldAmirthetruth.

Mzwakhe:babycalmdown.Youdidtherightthing.

Me:thiswomanisdangerous!She'saTurkish

gangsterwoman!

Mzwakhe:andyoudon'thavetoworryabouther.



Focusonourbabyandiwillhandlethis.Meand

youwillleavewithgogotomorrow.Wewillgoto

Swaziland.Wewillleaveeverythingbehind.Our

devicesandeverythingthatmightmakethemtrack

us.Wewillcomebackaftereverythinghassettled

andtakencareof.

Me:butican'tleave.Myfamily?Whataboutthat?

Mzwakhe:iwantyoutobesafe.Mybrotherandhis

friendwilltakecareofeverything.Wemightbe

backsoonerthanwethink.Please.Wejusthaveto

laylowforawhile.I'llbetherewithyou.

Me:okay.AtleastihavetoletKeaknowwherei

amgoing.

Mzwakhe:no!Mybrotherandhisfriendwilltake

careofeverythingbuteventheyalsowon'tknow

whereweare.Idon'twantanythinggoingwrong.I

willjusttellthemimgoingsomewherealone.

Me:okay.

Mzwakhe:don'tresignatwork.Justletitbelike

thatorthey'llbesuspicious.



Me:iresignedlongtimeago.Igotthatjobthrough

Amirsohismotherwasmakingthingshardforme.

Mzwakhe:imsorry.

Iagreedtohisplanandjusthopeiwontregretit.

KEATLARETSI

It'sbeenawhilesinceBonolowentMIA.Mzwakhe

evenhadtoleavebecausethiswasaffectinghim.I

couldn'tbelievethatshecouldjustdisappearlike

that.IevencalledAmirandaskedhim.Hesaidit's

agoodthingshe'smissingbecausethiscountryis

toosmallforthem.Hewasn'tevenworried!Whatif

hismotherdidsomethingtoher?Nowithasbeen

aboutfivemonths.Shewouldhavegivenbirth.Now

she'smissingandidon'tknowwhathappenedto

herchild.Ihadtoevenexplaintomyuncleabout

whathappened.TheKhozafamilywenttopayfor

damages.Theybelievethatshewillbeback.Now

allwedoishopethatshewillcomeback.My

husbandgotaPItolookforherbuthealsodidn't



findanything.Thishitmeveryhard.Ievenlost

weightagainthinkingaboutwhereshecould

be.Leratoalwaystakesmeouttoherrestaurantand

ordersmorefoodforus.Atleastsheeatswithme.

WegotsocloseeversinceBonololeft.She's

helpingmegetthrougheverything.Anditwaseasy

forherbecausewemovedbacktoourhouseafter

theyfinishedrebuilding.

Lerato:thatwomanhasbeenstaringatus.Doyou

knowher?

Ilookedwhereshepointedandicouldn'tbelieve

this.Whatisshedoinghere?Isn'tshesupposedto

beinMozambique?

Me:that'sthewomanmyhusbandcheatedonme

with.Theoneitoldyouabout.

Lerato:iknowthosetypes.Iwillgoandtalktoher.

Shecan'tkeepstaringatuslikethat.

Iwatchedasshewenttotalktoher.Isawher

protesting.Ilistenedtotheirconversation.



Liloca:thisisarestaurantandicanlookwhereveri

wantto.

Lerato:imnotfightingwithyou.Imjustsayingthat

youshouldstopstaringatus.It'smakingus

uncomfortable.

Liloca:canyoupleaseleavemetoeatmyfoodin

peace?Orelseiwillcallthemanager!

Lerato:there'snoneedforthat.Juststopwhat

you'redoingandeverythingwillbefine.

Sheraisedherhandforthewaitor.

Waitor:gooddaymaam.Howcanihelpyou?

Liloca:canyoucallthemanagerforme?Thislady

hereisdisturbingmypeace!

Waiter:maam...

Lerato:noit'sfine.

Liloca:ifyoucan'tcallthemanagercanyougiveme

theowner'snumbersoicancallhimandlethim

knowhowunprofessionalyoupeoplearehere?

Waiter:maamthisistheowner.



Lerato:youcanleaveusJay.

Waiter:okayLerato.

Lerato:anywaymaamenjoyyourday.Meandmy

friendareleaving.

Shecamebacktoourtableandtoldthewaiterto

makeourfoodatakeaway.Welefttherestaurant.

Shedroveushome.

Me:idon'tthinkshe'sgoingtoleavemeinpeace.

She'ssoirritating.

Lerato:don'tlethergettoyou.

Me:she'sdoingitonpurpose.Shealmostkilledmy

kids.She'sresponsibleforourhouseburning.

Mpendulodidn'teventellme!Ioverheardhimand

yourbrotherspeaking.Mybabyhasabigscarall

becauseofthatwitch!

Lerato:ihopeyoudidn'tfightwithyourhusband

whenyoufoundout...Kea!

Me:relax.Wetalkedcalmly.Butwhyareallthese

thingshappeningtome?Maybeimjustdestinedfor

badthings.



Lerato:iusedtobelikethattoo.Letmetellyou

aboutwhatoncehappenedtome.Myfathergot

sickandiwenttoaloansharktoborrowmoney

becausemymothercouldn'taffordtopayforhis

medicalbillis.

Me:ithoughtyouwereyoungwhenyourparents

died?

Lerato:yes,lessthanayearold.Thenmyaunttook

mein.Afterthaticouldn'tpaybackthemoneyand

theloansharkcameafterme.Myhusbandwho

wasstillmyboyfriendatthattimepaidhimbuthte

loansharkwasangrybecauseIdidn'tpayintime.

WhenIwasabouttogetmarriedheabductedme

andtookmetostaywithhismother.Ihadtobe

theirmaidtorepaymypayingthedebtlate.The

loansharkreturnedtoPretoriaandatfirstheleft

mewithhisguys.Thosetwobastardsrapedme.

Theyallhadtheirturnswithme.

Me:imsosorry.

Lerato:imfinenow.Itakeitadayatatime.After

thatistayedwithhisfamilyandtheyabusedme.I



dideverythingforthem.Cleanedandcookedfor

them.Evenwashedtheirunderwears.Imagine

washedanothergirl'sdirtyunderwear....Then

someoneilaterfoundouttobemyunclerescued

me.

Me:wow...

Lerato:andyouknowwhathurtmore?Theloan

sharkturnedouttobemybrother.Yes,Zolani.He

wastheloanshark.Butiforgavehim.Wedidn't

knowweweresiblings.Andafterthatifoundout

thathismothertookmyfather'sfrozenspermand

haditinsertedintoher.Shehadtwins,thesame

twinswhoiwascleaningafter.Thosetwinscame

hereandagainihadtodothingsforthem.Italked

tomyhusbandtoletthemstayinourmansionthat

wewerenotusing.Oneofthemisachefsothey

conspiredtostealoneofmyrestaurantsandhouse.

Fromthereonicuttieswiththem.Sometellingyou

aboutthisistomakeyouseethatwhatyou'regoing

throughwillnotlastforever.Itshallpass.

Me:you'reright.Butiswearifthiswomantriesher

schemingagain.....



Lerato:don'tlethermakeyouabadperson.

Thedrivehomewasnotthatlongwithustalkingall

theway.Shedroppedmeonmygateandwentto

herplace.Igothometothetwinscrying.

Me:what'sgoingon?

Mpendulo:theywanttogowiththeirsister.You

knowhowtheyare.Theyalwaysfollowheraround.

Me:no.Theywanttoleavemeonmyown.Mnqobi

isinScotlandandLisaisgoingtoDurban.

Mpendulo:imhere.We'llhavetimetoourselves.

Justuntil13DecemberthenLisaandthetwinswill

comebackandwegotoBulawayo.

Me:okay.Iguesstheycango.Pleasemakethem

stopcrying.ImgoingtocheckonThando.

Mpendulo:tellLisatobeready.Siyawillbehere

soon.Heleftherbecausetheseboyswerecrying.

Me:okay.

IwentupstairsandLisaandLesediwereinthe

nursery.Istoodatthedoorandlookedatthem.

LesediwasgentlyshakingThandoandaftershe



wokeuptheylaughedandpickedher.Thisisall

Lesedi,sdoing.Hermothersaidshedoesitwithher

siblings.Shegetsboredandwakethemupsothey

canplay.Sheturnedandlaughed.

Lesedi:sorryauntie.Iwantedtoplaywithher.

Me:okay.Let'sgodownstairs.Youcanplaythere

withher.

WewentbackdownstairsandsatwithLisatalking

nonstopaboutwhatshe'sgoingtodowithher

grandmaandherbrothers.

Lesedi:don'tforgetmeokay?

Lisa:iwon't.Youcancomewithme.

Lesedi:imgoingtoNigeria.Mygreatgrandmother

staysthere.

Lisa:mommyiwanttogotoNigeriatoo.Oricango

toMnqobiinScotland.

Mpendulo:andLuyandaandAyandawillfinish

everythinggrannykeptforyou.Shewillspoilthem

andtakethemtothebeacheveryday.



Lisa:okayimgoingtogranny.

Siya:mygirlandboysready?

Lisa:yes.Byemommy.Iwillmissyou.

Me:iwillmissyoutoo.

Theywavedandleft.Myboyshavegrown.They

evenleavewithoutme.Icookedsupperandgot

everythingready.Wehadreleasedthehelperand

nannyjustfortheholidays.Wefinishedeatingandi

tookashowerthengavemybabygirlabath.

Mpendulo:hey.She'sfine.Evenifshehasthatscar

shewillliveanormallife.Youdon'thavetostress.

Me:thisscarisareminderofwhatthatwomandid.

Doyouknowthatshe'snowfollowingme?She's

everywhereiam.TodayshewaatLerao's

restaurantandstaringatme.WhenLeratotalkedto

hershewasrude.Doyouthinkthatpersonwill

leaveusalone?

Mpendulo:shewill.Ifshedoesn'tthenignoreher.

Me:andshewon'tgotojailforwhatshedid.No



evidencewasfound!Abdshe'sroamingthestreets.

Whoknowswhatshemightdonext?

Mpendulo:wehaveaprotectionorderagainsther.

Soshewon'ttryanything.Letmegoputhertoher

bed.

Igotintomynightdressandgotintobed.

Mpendulo:she'ssleeping.Finally.

Me:sheplaysalotandatnightsleeps.ithinkit'sa

goodthing.

Mpendulo:yeahitis.

Me:doyouthinkthetwinsarereadyfordaycare?

Mpendulo:they'llbefivesoon.Sothey'llbefine.

Alreadytheycansleepwithoutmamasothey'llbe

fine.

Me:imissthemalready.They'dbealloverusnow.

Mpendulo:butatleastIcanhavemywifeallto

myself.Imeanwhat'stheuseofthemhavingtheir

ownroomwhentheysleepwithusalmostevery

night?



Me:weshouldblameLisa.Theyfollowher

everywhere.Soifshesleepsinheretheyalsowill

sleephere.

Mpendulo:thatbossygirl.Daddy'sprincess.

Me:yeah...imaginenowshewantstogotoNigeria.

Welaughed.

Mpendulo:iwillnevergetthatgirl

Me:areyousureyouweren'tlikethatgrowingup?

Mpendulo:mmhhhareyousayingiwasbossy?

Me:wellyoustillare.Rememberthatdayyou

convincedmetogowithyoutoyourhome?

Mpendulo:yeahIdo..shouldiremindyousomeoof

thethingsthathappenedthatday?

Me:uh...

Mpendulo:you'resobeautifulmywifeandIcan't

believeyou'remine.

Me:i..ahh

Heenteredunexpectedly.Hestartedmovingback



andforth.Hiseyesnotleavingmine.Iendedup

closingmineandicouldn'tholdmyself.Mymoans

andhisgroansfilledthehouse.Iswearthewaywe

weresoloudThandocouldhaveheardus.Making

lovewithmyhusbandisalwaysdifferent.Every

timehesurprisesme.Ournightwasfullof

passionatelovemaking.Iwokeupwrappedaround

myhusband'sbodyandicouldn'tbehappier.

Me:goodmorning

Mpendulo:it'sagoodoneindeed.Lovewhatwas

thatyesterday?Pleasedoitallthetime.Iloveyou

MamKhoza.

Me:iloveyoumore.Imsotired.

Mpendulo:let'sgotakeashowerbeforeprincess

wakesup.

Ireachedformynightybuthesnatchedit.

Mpendulo:let'sgo.

Igotupandhefollowedbehindmewhistling.We

tookanotsoinnocentshowerthenwenttocheck



onourbabyandmadebreakfastwhileshewas

sleeping.

Me:babeletgoofme.Let'seatfirstoryou'llbelate

forwork.

Mpendulo:imtheboss.

Andwiththathepinnedmeagainstthekitchen

wall,pulledmydressupandheldmyotherlegup.

Heenteredandstartedmoving.Hewasalso

whisperingsweetnothingstome.Afterthathe

pickedmeandiwrappedmylegsaroundhiswaist.

Wedidn'tevenreachourbedroom.Heopenedthe

spareroomandputmeonthedressingtable.His

strokeswerefastandthenicame.

Mpendulo:goodmorningmylove.I'dliketowakeup

tothiseverymorning.

Ismiledandturnedtolookathim.

Mpendulo:let'sgotakeashoweragain.

WeshoweredthenwenttocheckonThandoagain.

Shewasupandplayingwithhertoysinhercot.

Me:we'resuchbadparents!Wecouldn'tevenhear



thatshe'sup.

Welaughedandpickedherupandwenttoeat.

Mpendulo:weshouldblamemommy.Babyit'syour

faultcosyou'resogood.Imalreadycountingthe

hourstowhenI'llbebackfromwork.

Hespankedmeandwinkedatme.Whatamigoing

todowithhim?Wehadourbreakfastandhekissed

usgoodbyeandleftsinging.Icleanedthehouse

butnotthewholehouse.Myphonerang

Mpendulo:sthandwasamihow'smybabynow?

Me:she'sresting.Youknowshelovesmoving

thingsaround.

Mpendulo:notthatbaby.Youknowwhichone...

Me:Areyouflirtingwithmesir?

Mpendulo:ifit'swithmywifethenthere'snothing

wrong.Ileftmylunchbox.Canyoupleasebringit?

Me:okaybabe.Seeyouthen.

Ithinkheleftitonpurpose.Itookitandcalledthe



driver.WewenttohiscompanyandimetBongani

atreception.

Bongani:Khanyisileunjhani?

Me:imgoodandyou?

Bongani:imgood.Givethisprincesshere.Youcan

gethertomorrow.

Me:won'tshegiveyoutrouble?

Bongani:no.Wewillbejustfine.

Me:okaybutdon'tforgetto...

Bongani:don'tworry.Wehaveallherthingsathome.

Me:okay.

Igavehertohimandshewassmiling.Hekissed

heralloverthefaceandshecouldn'tstoplaughing.

Me:iseesomeoneishappytoleavemommybehind.

Bongani:byemommyseeyoutomorrow.

Theywavedandleft.

Receptionist:youhaveacutebaby.



Me:thankyou.IsMrKhozainhisoffice?

Receptionist:yeshe'swaitingforyou.

Inoddedandtookthelifttohisoffice.Iknocked

onceandheopened.Hehadastupidgrin.

Mpendulo:uphiuThando?

Me:Bonganitookherwith.

Mpendulo:mmh.

Hetooktheluncboxandputitonthetableand

lookedatmewithhishalfopenedeyes.Hemoved

fromthetableandtherehismemberwasstanding.

Igotanidea.Iwentandkneltnexttohim.Thiswas

abitofaproblemwithmylittlebigbelly.I

unbuckledhistrousersandslidthemdown.

Mpendulo:babeuh

Me:relax.

Itwasmyfirsttimedoingthis.Inourthreeyearsof

marriageI'venevergivenhimahead.Ididmy

worksandthisofficewasfilledwithhisscreams.

Heshoutedmynamejustashewasabouttocome.

Imovedanditshotout.I'veneverseenanoldman



sohelpless.Iwashappyimadehimfeellikethat.

Hesatonthecouchcatchinghisbreath.Iwentto

lockthedoorandwenttostandbetweenhislegs

andbentdownandkissedhim.Hepickedmeup

andwewerenowagainstthewall.Hishandsfound

theirwayinsidemydress.Hewasmassagingmy

breastsandleavingwetkissesonmyneck.Soon

tookoffmydressedandunderwearthenpickedme

up.Hewentwithmetohischairandisatonhis

tablewhilehewasonhisfeet

lookingatme.It'smyfirsttimemakingloveinthe

office.IalwaysthoughtaboutitbutneverthoughtI

woulddoit.Ijustthoughtthatitwasnotforme.

*TOBECONTINUED*
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Afterleavinghisofficewewentout.Wewalked

aroundthemalldoingwindowshopping.Thenhe

sawthisbeautifulbabysneakersandsaidlet'sget

in.Wegotinandthebabyclothesweresobeautiful.

Wedidbabyshoppingandthishusbandofmine

tookalotofthings.

Voice:wow.Youkeeppoppingthembabieshuh?

Icouldneverforgetthatvoice.Itwasevenirritating

me.

Me:yeahhey.Atleastihaveacompanythatwill

makeitpossibleformetotakecareofthem.Andi

lovepoppingthemformyhusband.Notsomeone's

husband.

Basetsana:ohthat'sgood.Youcannowforget

aboutmyhusband.

Me:iwouldn'tthinkaboutyourswhileihavemine.

He'stoowonderfultomethatican'teventhink

aboutothermen.

Basetsana:enjoyitwhileitlasts.

Me:iwilldarling.Iknowyouwishicouldgobackto



yourhusbandsoyoucangetmycompany.Keep

dreaming.Youwilldreamuntilyoudie.Youseethis

manhere?Evendeathwon'tseparateus.So

whateverplansyouhaveforgetaboutit.Baby,isaw

aromperthatithinkwilllookgoodonourlittleboy.

Mpendulo:ngiyak'thandaMamKhoza.

Me:iloveyouevenmoremrKhoza.

Iheldhishandandwecontinuedwithourshopping

forourboy.IfBasetsanathoughti

Wasgoingtoentertainherthenshegotitwrong.

Imtoohappytodothat.

Mpendulo:youhandledthatverywell.

Wewerenowsittinginsomerestauranthaving

earlysupper.ImsayingthatbecauseIknowiwill

eatagainatnight.

Me:idecidedthatimnotgoingtoletpeoplegetto

me.imjustgoingtolivemylifeandbehappy.



Mpendulo:andI'lldoanythingtomakeyouhappy.

Whenwegothomewevideocalledmymotherin

lawandtalkedtothekids.

Mpendulo:aboutwhatyousaidtothatwoman.That

imwonderfultoyou

Me:imeantit.You'reagoodman.

Mpendulo:itmademefeelguilty.Likeafteralliput

youthrough.Youstillseemeasthisgoodman.I

promiseyouyouwillneverhavetocryagain

becauseihurtyou.Ipromisetobeabetterman.A

goodhusbandtoyou.

Me:iknowyouwill.

Mpendulo:youarebeautifulinsideout.Andiwill

alwaysthankGodforyou.WhenImetyouiknew

alreadythatihadfoundmysoulmate.Ourloveis

greaterthananyI'veeverseen.

Ididn'tsayanything.Ijustcuddleduptohim.



Inthemorningwewokeuptobangingonthedoor.

It'snotalwaysthatwehavevisitors.Mpendulo

wenttocheckandifinishedgettingdressed.We

hadjusttakenashower.Ifinishedthenwent

downstairs.

Me:babewhowasthat?

Mpendulo:mylovecomeandsitdown.

Me:ohididn'tknowwehaveguests.Dumelang

bagolo.

Theyjustlookedatmelikeisaidsomethingwrong.

Me:umiwillgoandmakebreakfast.

Mpendulo:comeandsitdown.Iwilldothat.

Isatnexttohim.

Mpendulo:sowhatbringsyouhere?

Oldwoman:wewerehereyesterdaybuttherewas

noone.Wehavebroughtyourson.wearetiredof

him.Heisatroublemakeranddoesn'tlistento



anyone.Hismothergottiredofhimfightingwith

otherkidsinhermaritalhomesoshebroughthim

tous.Hehasbeenstayingwithusforthreeyears

andwecanttakeitanymore.

Mpendulo:areyousureyou'reattherighthouse?

Oldwoman:yes.Aren'tyouMpenduloKhoza?

Mpendulo:where'stheboy?Idon'tknowanything

aboutason.

Oldwoman:PhumzilehambauyobizauLindani.

AfterafewminutesPhumzilecamebackwitha

spittingimageofmyhusband.Therewasnoneed

foradna.

Oldwoman:thisishim.Wearenotgoingbackwith

him.

Mpendulo:who'shismother?

Oldwoman:Nosibulelo.

Mpendulo:idon'tknowanyonebythatnamesoi

suggestyoucallyourdaughterorshowmeher

picture.



Theygavehimthepictureandhelaughed.

Mpendulo:thisisAndiswa,notNosibulelo.Orshe

justgavemeafakename.

Oldwoman:nowthatyouknowweareleaving.Your

sonwillstaywithyou.Youarehisfather.Youwill

alsofeelwhatwefeel.

Lindani:ialreadytoldyouimnotstayingwhereim

notwanted.I'dratherstayinthestreets.

Mpendulo:ididn'tknowaboutyou.

Lindani:youtoldmymothertoabortme.

Mpendulo:shedidn'ttellmesheispregnant.We

wentourseparatewaysandinevercontactedher

again.Howdidiknowaboutherbeingpregnant?

Lindani:you'rejustdefendingyourselfbecause

she'snotheretospeakforherself.

Mpendulo:givemehernumbersowecanvideocall

herandhearwhatshehastosay.

Theycalledherandshetookverylongtoanswer.

Oldwoman:NosibulelowearewithLindani'sfather



hereandhesaysyoudidn'ttellhimaboutLindani.

Butyousaidhetoldyoutoabort.

Nosi:um...

Mpendulo:youdon'tknowwhattosaynow?How

canyoulietomysonandsayitoldyoutoabort

whileyoudidn'teventellmeyouwerepregnant?

Youhidhimfromme!

Nosi:imsorry.Hewassopersistentinknowing

aboutyouanditoldhimthatstorysothathecan

stop.

Mpendulo:andnowthathe'sgivingyouproblems

youshifthimtome!?

Nosi:he'syourson!

Mpendulo:wasn'themysonwhenyoutoldhimlies

aboutme?

Nosi:imsorryokay?Nowyoucanhavehim.Hehas

givenmeenoughtroubles.Doyouknowtheamount

ofmoneyI'vebeenpayingbecauseofthatevil

child!?Doyouknowheoncestabbedmyhusband?

NowyouwillknowwhatIhadtodealwith!



Mpendulo:shecutthecall!

Oldwoman:weareleavingandleavingyourevil

childbehind.

Mpendulo:don'tcallhimevil!Wedon'tknowwhat

madehimtobelikethis!Leavemyhouserightthis

instant!

Hewenttoopenthedoorforthem.Igotupand

wenttomakebreakfast.Icouldhearthemtalking.

FromwhatIcouldgetthischildhasanger.Itook

thefoodtothemandweate.

Me:loveiwillcallthedriverandfetchThando.

Mpendulo:Bonganiisalreadyonhisway.

Me:okay.

Mpendulo:iknowihaven'tbeeninyourlifeandi

can'tjudgeyoubasedonwhatIdon'tknow.So

whatmakesyoutobethistroublemakerandevil

childtheysayyouare?

Lindani:imnotevil!Theyaretheevilones.

Mpendulo:don'tshout!wearetalkinghere!



Me:okaylet'sallcalmdownandtalk.Babegivehim

achancetotalk.SoLindanitalktoyourfatherand

explainthingstohim.Thenyourfatherwillknow

whattodogoingforward.

Mpendulo:whathappenedthere?

Linda:theyabusedme.Ialwaysdidmostworkthere.

WhenIwanttorestI'dgetshouted.Whenotherkids

hitmeatschoolifoughtback.Onedaymy

stepfatherhitmebecausehesaidimruininghis

reputation.Hehitmelikeadogandistabbedhim.

Thentheytookmetomygrandmother's.Istayed

thereforthreeyears.

Mpendulo:butwhydidn'tyourmothertellme?

Lindani:everytimeIaskedaboutyoushe'ddismiss

thetopic.Thenshecamewiththeabortionstory.

Mpendulo:imsorryyouwentthroughthat.Ipromise

tomakeupforlosttime.

Lindani:idon'twanttostayhere.I'vebeenabused

enough.

Me:wearenotgoingtoabuseyouhere.Wewill



treatyoulikeourotherkids.

Hestoodupandpulledhist-shirtup.Igaspedin

shock.Hisbodyisfilledwithbruises.Whatkindof

parentallowsthistobedonetotheirchild?

Mpendulo:hedidthat!?

Lindani:yes...andidon'twanttogothroughitagain.

Mpendulo:imsorry.Ifiknewaboutyouthis

wouldn'thavehappened.Wejustmettodaybut

thingsaregoingtochange.Iwilltakecareofyou.

Youwillstayhere.

Therewasaknockandiwenttoopen.Itwas

Bongani.Thandowaslaughingthatyoucouldn't

eventellthatshedidn'tevensleepwithherparents.

Me:didshecry?

Bongani:no.She'saprincessandtheydon'tcry.

Me:areyousure

Bongani:okay.Whenhersisterstookhershecried



butwhenItookhershewasallsmiles.Whenshe

looksatmeshethinksimherdad.

Welaughed.

AstimewentonLindaniwasintroducedtothe

familyandalltherequiredceremoniesweredone

forhim.Hewasnowattendingtherapy.Butistill

couldseethatsomethingwasbotheringhim.But

wechosetohavefaiththathewillopenupin

therapyandgethelp.

Me:youknow,grandmamustbecountingdownthe

hoursuntilwegetthere.Ican'twaittoseeher.

Mpendulo:aboutthat...

Me:babeihopeyoudidn'tforgetmyuncle'sbrandy

hey.Anywaywhenwillyoupackthingsinthecar?

Mpendulo:iwasthinkingthatwepostpone.

Me:postpone?Mygrandmotherishappyand

waitingforus.

Mpendulo:yourgrandmothercanwait.Thisismy

son'sfirstChristmaswithme.Wearegoinghome.



Me:andthisismygrandmother'sfirstChristmas

withmeinyears.

Mpendulo:imtheonewhosuggestedwegothere.

Youwouldn'thavethoughtaboutitifididn't.

Me:wow.Thankyouforremindingme.

Mpendulo:don'tbeselfishman.Wecanstillgoto

yourgrandmother'snextyear.Thisyeareveryoneis

goinghomeandthat'swherewewillspendour

Christmas.

Me:oh.You'renotaskingme?You'rejusttellingme.

Thatsoundslikeit'sfinal.

Mpendulo:that'sbecauseitisfinal.

Me:countmeoutthen.BecauseIamnotgoing

anywherewithyou.Iamgoingtomygrandmother's.

IwillspendChristmasandnewyearwithher.

Mpendulo:KhanyisileI'vesaidwhatIsaid.Weare

goinghomeandit'sfinal.

Ilookedattheothersideandtriedtosleep.He

triedtoholdmeandiroughlytookhishandsoffme.

Me:skantshwara!



Mpendulo:heywearenotfighting.

Me:canyouleavemealone?Imtryingtosleephere.

Mpendulo:notbeforewefinishtalking.

Me:nnakefeditsesookannawabuaoleesi.

Ipulledthecovermyheadandjustkeptquiet.Inthe

morningiwokeuptoanemptybedandwenttodo

myhygieneprocess.Igotdressedandtookmy

suitcaseout.Ipushedittothelounge.Iaskedfora

liftfromFaraisincehe'salsogoinghome.Icouldn't

askthedriversinceit'sholidaysandhehastobe

withhisfamily.Andicantdrivebecauseofthis

pregnancy.Iwenttothekidsroomandalltheir

suitcaseswereunpackedandtheywerenotaround.

Theirfatherisresponsibleforthis.Istartedpacking

theirclothesandeverythingtheywillneed.Ilooked

forourdocumentsandicouldn'tfindthem.Iwent

toLindani'sroom.

Me:heydoyouknowwhereyourfatheris?

Lindani:hesaidhe'sgoingoutforbreakfast.

Me:okay.Sowhatareyoudoingthere?



Lindani:nothing!Imjustreadingsomething...yeah

that'sit.

Me:youknowicanseethatyou'relying.Giveme

thatpaper.

Lindani:it'snothingreally.

Me:thenletmesee.

Lindani:no!

Iwenttohimandtookthepaper.Ireaditandi

couldn'tbelieveit.

Me:Lindanihowcanyouthinklikethis!?Youknow

youcantalktomeabdyourfather.

Lindani:eversinceIcamehereyou'vebeensogood

tome.LastnightIheardyoufighting.Ifeellikeim

thecauseofthat.Dadchangedyourplansbecause

ofme.EverywhereIgoiruinthings.Alsoeverything

isweighingsoheavyonme.

Hewasnowcrying.

Me:andwhydidn'tyoumentionthatyourstepfather

rapedyou?Howdoyouthinkyourfatherwasgoing

tofeelreadingitonasuicidenote?



Lindani:myownmotherdidnotbelieveme.How

caniexpectotherpeopletobelieveme?Shestood

withhimandsaidimanevilandlyingchild.Shelet

himhurtme.That'stherealreasonwhyIstabbed

him.Heforcedhimselfonmeforayear.

Ne:ohmyGod!Howcanyourmotherallowthisto

happen?sheshouldhaveprotectedyou.

Lindani:ihateherandineverwanttoseeheragain.

Maybeitwillbebetterifidie.

Me:don'ttalklikethat.Let'sgomakesomethingto

eat.Wewilldealwiththis.Wewillgetthroughit

together.

Lindani:whyareyoubeingsonicetome?

Me:you'remyhusband'ssonthenthatmakesyou

myson.IloveallmychildrenthatmeansIloveyou

too.Imhereforyouwheneveryouwanttotalk.

Pleasedon'ttrytodoanythingstupidlikekilling

yourself.It'snotananswer.Imgoingtomake

breakfast.Takeashowerandfollowme.



ItriedcallingMpendulobuthewasnotpickingup.I

triedcallingmultipletimesbuthejustignoredmy

calls.Iknowhe'signoringthem.Ilefthima

messagethencalledFaraiandtoldhimimnot

cominganymore.Thehardestthingwascallingand

explaintomygrandmotherwhyimnotcoming

anymore.Allhergrandchildrenaregoingtobethere

andimtheonlyonewhowon'tbepresent.Lindani

cameandwemadefood.Iwasevenstartingtobe

scaredbyhowhewastakingsolong.Wetookour

foodandwenttoeat.

Mpendulo:goodmorningfamily.

Lindani:morningdad.

Mpendulo:ibroughtyoufoodbutiseeyou've

alreadycooked.

Me:didyouexpectustodieofhungerwhenyou

wenttoGodknowswhere?

Lindani:I'llbeinmyroom.

Lisa:imgoingwithyou.

Lindani:no.



Lisa:hayyou'renotacoolbrother.Mnqobilet'sme

inhisroomandplayshisgameswithme.Ieven

ridehisbicycle!

Lindani:idon'tridebicycles.

Lisa:iwillplayyourgamesokay?You'remybrother

andyouaregoingtoplaywithme.Whodoyou

thinkwillplaywithmewhenMnqobiisnothere?

Me:babygoandplaywithLesedi.

Lisa:she'sgoingtoNigeria.I'mnotherfriend

anymore.

Me:okay.Yourbrotherwillplaywithyoutomorrow.

Nowcomewatchtv.Thandowantstoplaywithher

sister.

Lisa:okayThandoismybewbestfriend.Everyone

doesn'twantmenow.

Lindanirushedtohisroom.Lisaissobossy.She's

beenonhishipeversinceshecameback.It'seven

funny.

Mpendulo:iseeyoudidn'tleave.

Me:ntlogelekakagiso.Wherewouldigowithoutmy



passport?Ineverthoughtyou'dactsolow.

Mpendulo:yourpassportisinthecar.Youcanleave

now.Butleavemychildrenbehind

Me:I'veneverseenaselfishpersonlikeyou.Howdo

youexpectmetogetthere?Faraialreadyleft.Akere

youleftwithmypassport.

Mpendulo:ohsorry.

Me:you'renotevensorry.Allmygrandmother's

grandchildrenwillbethereandI'llbetheonlyone

whowon'tbethere.Imtheonlythingconnecting

hertoherlatedaughter.Buyyoudon'tunderstand

that.

Mpendulo:ididn'tknow...

Me:youneverknowanything.Ievencalledyouand

youignoredmycalls.Whatifyoursonhadkilled

himself?Youdon'tevenaskhimwhathe'sgoing

through.You'rejusthappyyouhaveanotherson

butyoudon'tmakeanefforttotalktohimandfind

outhowheisdoing.Hewasrapedbyhisstepfather

butyoudon'tknowthat.Becausehe'sscaredof

talkingtoyou.Ihadtofindoutfromasuicidenote



thathewaswriting.Whatifididn'tfindhimwriting

itanditwastoolate?Talktoyourchild.Beafather

tohim.Showhimyoucareandwanttobetherefor

him.Don'teverthinkimnotleavinganymore

becauseipromiseyour"child"thatiwillbethere

forhim.

Mpendulo:what!?Italkedtohimandhewasfine

Me:clearlyhewasn't.

Mpendulo:iwilltalktohim.

*TOBECONTINUED*

[07/06,19:01] :*STORYOFMY

LIFE:KEATLARETSI*

*CHAPTER21*

Narrated



Mpendulo:Zweliilovemywifesomuch.Butidon't

knowwhatiswrong.Iseemtobemakingallthe

wrongdecisions..

Zweli:areyousureyoudidtherightthinggetting

married?Imeanallyoudoishurther.Askyourself

whatitisthatyouwant.Youcan'talwaystreather

likethis.Hassheevergivenyoureasontodothese

things?

Mpendulo:no.Ijustfindmyselfdoingthingsforus

withouttalkingtoher.Thatswhatimusedto.Imnot

usedtomakingdecisionswithsomeone.

Zweli:that'stheproblem.Youhavetochange.You

aremarriednow.Thingsmustchange.Consultwith

yourwifebeforeyoudothings.Itmusntbe

everythingbutifitconcernsyourfamilytalktoher

aboutitandhearwhatshesays.Communicate.Be

ateam.It'sallaboutteamwork.Respecther.

Respectyourselfalso.Beamanshetrusts.Every

timeyougooutshemustnotworryaboutwhether

youaredoingsomethingwrongoutthere.Youmust

appreciateher.Iwassohappyforyouwhenyou

toldmeyouhavefoundtheone.Nowyouwantto



ruinit?Noiwontletyoudothat.Whatkindoffriend

wouldibe?Fixthingswiththatwoman.Youtwo

loveeachother.Youjusthavetochangehereand

there.Youwillseeeverythingwillbegood.Startby

apologizing.Thentakeeverythingfromthere.

Mpendulo:ihearyou.Thanksfortheadvice.

Zweli:goodluck.Iwanttoseeyoutwosmilingwhen

youcomehere.

Mpendulo:okay.Willseeyoutomorrow.

Hecutthecallandwenttohisbedroom.Hehugged

hiswifefrombehind.

Mpendulo:mylove.Imsorry.Imsorryfortreating

youbadthepastfewdays.Iknowihavebeen

difficulttodealwith.Iwilldothingsdifferentnow.

I'veseenmymistakesandiwillfixthem.

Kea:it'sfine.Butyoucan'talwaysdothingsand

expectmetojustagree.Wehavetocommunicate.

Notjustdropabombshellonme.

Mpendulo:iknow.



Kea:andthisthingofyoualwayssayingsorryand

neverchange.Ithastostop.

Mpendulo:ihearyou.Andthankyouforaccepting

mysonandforthesupportthatyou'regivinghim.

Kea:that'swhatamotherdoes...doyouhaveother

kidsouttheremaybefromyourpastgirlfriendsor...

Mpendulo:no.

Kea:andLiloca...won'tsherockuphereoneday

sayingyoutwohaveachild...

Mpendulo:ithoughtwehavemovedonfromthat?

Kea:imjustmakingsure.Thewayshe'supinmy

backit'slikeshehassomething.It'sgoodthatyou

didn'timpregnateherbecauseIwouldpackallmy

thingsandleave.

Mpendulo:reallynow?

Kea:yes.Iwon'tstaytoraiseachildthatisthe

resultsofcheating.Rapuladidthatandileft.He

waspreparedtoleavehiswifeformebutIcouldn't

staythereandraisehiskids.Youknowiloveyou

morethanI'veeverlovedanyman.That'swhyI



stayedafterwhathappenedwiththeLilocasaga.

Butimtellingyouifyoukeepdoingthingsthathurt

meiwillsayenoughisenoughandleave.Yesitwill

hurtbecauseIloveyousomuchbutiwilltrytolive

withoutyou.

Mpendulo:canwepleasestoptalkingaboutyou

leaving?Thatwillneverhappensolet'sjuststop

talkingaboutit.Imgoingtobeagoodhusbandand

treatyoulikeaqueenthatyouare.Myqueen.

Kea:keagoratantatekhoza

Mpendulo:namingiyak'thandaMamKhoza.Sodo

youforgivemeforchangingourplanswithout

talkingtoyoufirst?

Kea:yes.Aslongasitwonthappenagain.

Mpendulo:nowlet'sgobeforewemissourflight.

Kea:IwishIdidn'thavetogo.

Mpendulo:why?

Kea:yourauntalwaysbringsmedown.There'sno

waythatshewontbecallingmenamesorill

treatingme.



Mpendulo:wellthenit'sgoodbecauseshewon'tbe

around.Shewillbewithherfamily.

Me:okaythat'sbetter.Iwasraisedtorespectmy

elders.Idon'thateyourauntybutthewayshe

treatsmeisnotgood.Itdoesn'tsuitsomeoneofher

age.Iexpectedthattobedonebymaybesomeone

yourbrothersageoryoung.Notkokoomotuna

jaana.

Mpendulo:ipromiseshewillneverpickonyou

again.Notwhenomaround.

Thefollowingdayigotupandiwasaloneinour

room.ThreedaysbeforeChristmas.Mybirthday.I

tookashowerandworeadressandfixedmyhair.

Thewayit'ssolongifeellikecutting.Iwent

downstairsandeveryonelookedbeautiful.

Me:goodmorning.

Mpendulo:morningmyqueen.

Lisa:happybirthdaymommy.

Me:thankyoumylove.Haveyoumadebreakfast?



Mpendulo:noWearecelebratingyourbirthdayat

home.

Me:okay.

Wedrovetohisparentsplace.Everyonehadarrived

thenweallwenttositinthediningroom.

Siya:happybirthdayKea.Ican'tbelieveyou're

almostmyage.

Me:thankyou.

Ma:happybirthdaymychild.

Mpendulo:wehaveasurpriseforyou.

Me:really?

Theyallturnedtothedoorandthereshewas

standing.

Nolo:aren'tyougoingtogivemeahug?

Me:ican'tbelieveyou'rehere.Imissedyousomuch.

Nolo:icouldn'tmissyourbirthday.Happybirthday.

Me:thankyou.Where'syourbaby?

Nolo:he'ssittingtherewithhisfather.



Me:ohmyGod..ididn'tevenseeit'shim.

Mzwakhe:howwouldyouseemewiththisbrother

ofmineholdingyourhandasifyouaregoingtorun?

Mpendulo:awungyekewena.

Me:wowyourbabyisbeautiful.Bonoloimsohappy

you'reback.

Mpendulo:comesit.

Lu:babaiwantmeat.Please.

Mybabylookedsocute.

Baba:whatdidyoudotomyboy?Hisfaceispink.

Mpendulo:Hewascryingformeat.Anditoldhimhe

willeathere.

Baba:comemyboy.Don'tcryagainokay?Youcan

havelotofmeat.

Henoddedhisheadandsatonhislap.Hewasnow

laughigtalkingtohisgrandfather.Whatilikeisthat

thismanloveshisgrandchildren.That'swhymost

ofthetimeyouwillfindthemhere.

Mpendulo:nowthateveryoneissettled,iwouldlike



tothankmywife.Thankyouforbeingagoodwife.

Agoodmothertoourkids.Iwouldn'tchoose

anyoneelsetodothislifewith.You'rejustperfect

forme.Iloveyouandiappreciateyou.Your

presenceinmylifeandthatofourchildrenbringsa

difference.Ipraythatyougrowtocontinuebeing

thegoodpersonthatyouare.Icouldn'thaveasked

forabetterlifepartner.

Hiswordsjustfoundtheirwaystraighttomyheart.

Iwasevengettingemotional.Theystartedsinging

formethenwestartedeating.Itwasreallyagood

day.

"Goodmorningfamily."

Ma:hi.Whoareyouandhowdidyouwalkpastthe

gate?

Liloca:imLilocaPereira.Yourson'sbabymama.

Baba:Mpendulowhatisshetalkingabout?

Liloca:thischildwithmehereishisson.I've

broughthimtohisfamily.



Ididn'tknowwhattosay.Justwhenwewere

startingtobehappy.

Nolo:whatisshetalkingabout?

Mzwakhe:babecalmdown.

Nolo:no!Mysister'shadenough.Hedisappeared

toMozambiquekantihewasmakingababythere.

YoudeservebetterKeatlaretsi.Anditoldyounotto

hurtmysisterandyougoanddothis?

Icouldn'tstopthetearsthatwerefalling.Iwasnow

crying.Icouldn'tunderstandhowthiscouldhappen

tome.Ilookedathim.

Me:didyouknowaboutthis?

Mpendulo:babe...

Me:answerme!

Mpendulo:ialsojustfoundoutnow.Doyouthinki

wouldn'thavetoldyouifiknew?

Me:andwena?Whatdidyouthinkyouweregoing

toachievebydoingthis?Youthoughtyouwere

goingtocomehereonmybirthdayandruin

things?Willthatmakeyouhappy?YouthoughtI



wasgoingtorunawayandyouwouldstayhereand

bethenewwife?isthatit?doesitmakeyouhappyto

seemecey?Anoldwomanlikeyoudoingthis!

Muzi:Khanyisilecalmdown.

Me:no!imnotgoingtocalmdown.Imtired.This

womanhasbeenfollowingmearoundandimtold

tojustletitgo.Didyousleepwithmeforyouto

followmeeverywhereigo?Whydon'tyoufollow

himandleavemealone?Wasn'titenoughthatyou

burntmyhousewithmykidsinside?Mykidswill

alwaysbetraumatizedbecauseofthat!Mybaby

willlivewithabigscarbecauseofanevilperson.

Andyoudidn'tgotojailforthat.Wereyouhoping

thatI'llbeinthehousealsoanddiewithallmy

childrensoyoucantakeover?Areyouthat

heartless?

Ma:what!?Getout!Getoutofhere.Mpenduloyou

seewhatyou'rebringingintoyourfamilynow!?

Liloca:wasthereanyprooflinkingmetothat?

Don'tmakeaccusations.Ididn'taskyourdear

innocenthusbandtosleepwithme!



Baba:hey!Youarenotgoingtotalklikethatinmy

house.Hereyoushowrespect.Whoareyouto

standthereandtalklikethat?Didn'tyourfather

teachyoumanners!?

Igotupandtookmyhandbag.Idon'tthinkicanbe

inthesamehousewiththiswoman.Thewoman

whotriedtokillmykids.

Baba:Khanyisilesitdown.Thisevilwomanis

leaving.

Liloca:andwhatabouthisson?

Shepointedatmyhusband.

Mzwakhe:haiwenamaan!Didn'tyouheartheman

ofthehousesaygoandlearnsomemanners?And

whileatutwewantaDNAtestforthatchild.Ifhe's

notmybrother'skidI'lldefinitelykillyoumyself.

Evenifhe'shischildiwillmakesurehegetsfull

custodyandyourotinjailwhereyoubelongfor

arsonandattemptedmurder!Nowgetout.

Shetookherchildandleft.Mpendulowasstill

lookingatthedoor.



Baba:doyouwanttofollowthem?

Mpendulo:babangimdala....youdon'thavetospeak

tomelikeimachild!

Baba:hey!You'restillachildtome.Talktomelike

thatagainandtheseproblemsyou'refacingwillbe

nothingcomparedtowhatiwilldo.Nxa!

Mpendulogotupandwentout.Hismotherfollowed

him.Ialsogotupandwenttothebathroom.Allthe

angerihadinmecamebackandijustcried.I

couldn'tstopcrying.Whatisitwithme?Allthemen

keepcheatingonme.Amiperhapstheproblem?Is

thiskarmaforleavingTim?Maybeifhewasstill

aliveiwouldgoandapologizetohimforleaving

himhighanddry.Maybethingswouldworkoutfor

me.Timwastheonlymanwhofullylovedme.He

nevercheatedonmeormademecry.Hewasthe

perfectgentlemanandiruinedmychanceata

happilyeverafter.Ihatethatididn'tlovehim

enoughtostaywithhim.Ididn'thavehopeinour

relationship.JustwhenIloveamanwithmyallhe

goesanddoesthis.I'veneverlovedanymanlikei

loveMpendulo.Andhe'stakingthatforgranted.Is



thiswhathappenswhenyouloveapersonlikeyour

lifedependsonit?Ifeelliketakingalotofpillsand

drinkthemall!Butwhatwillbeofmychildren?

Whatamigoingtodo?

"Keatlaretsipleaseopenthedoor!Don'tdo

somethingstupidinthere!"

Icouldhearwiththatvoicethatit'sBonolo.Buti

couldn'tbringmyselftoopenforher.

Bonolo:kagokopatlhemma.Akobolekgoro!

Me:imfine.

Nolo:iknowyou'renotfine.Openthisdoororiwill

notstopshouting!

Iwentandopened.AssoonasIopenedshe

huggedme.Andthatjustmademecrymore.

Nolo:eventhistooshallpass.Wearegoingtoget

throughitlikewealwaysdo.Youwillbefine.

Me:amievergoingtobehappy?

Nolo:shhhshh.Let'sgomakesugarwaterforyou.

Wewenttothekitchenandtheladieswerewashing



thedishesandcleaningthekitchen.

Ntombi:Khanyisilewearesosorry.

Bongi:thatwomanreallyruinedyourbirthday.Ofall

daysshechoseyourbirthday?Andthenerveto

showherfacehereaftershealmostkilledyour

children?Sheshouldbeinjailrightnow!

Me:umbye.

Iwasnotgoingtostayhereandjusttake

everyone'spity.Allthesepeoplefeelsorryforme

butit'snotgoingtochangeanything.Itookmy

handbagandexitedthehouse.Irequestedanubber

toourplace.Iarrivedandpackedmysuitcaseand

waitedforBonolo.Shesaidshewasgoingtocome

withthekids.IbookedaflightbacktoPretoria.I

wishicouldgotoRustenburgbutidon'twantmy

fathertomakemecry.Whenimaroundhimandim

hurtinghetendstotreatmelikeaglassandI'llwnd

upcryingandthat'snotwhatIwant.Iwantto

decidedinpeacewhatitisthatiwant.Bonolo

arrivedalone.Ithoughtshewasgoingtocomewith

thekids.



Nolo:yourmotherinlawsaidthekidscanremain.

Me:imgoingbacktoPretoria.

Nolo:areyousureaboutthis?Whydon'tyouleave

afternewyear's?

Me:iwanttobealone.Iwillbefine.Imnotleaving

forgood.Ijustwanttoclearmyhead.

Nolo:ineverthoughtyouwouldgothroughthis

again.

Me:it'slife.MaybethisiskarmaforleavingTim.

Anelisaandherfriendswereright.Iwillneverbe

happy.

Nolo:no!Wearenitgoingbackthere.Mpendulo

lovesyou.Youwillbehappy.Iknowhemakesyou

happy.Weallhaveourfaults.

Me:hecheated.Justlikeothermen.

Nolo:youknowwhenithappenedhewasn'thimself.

Youevenforgavehimforthat.

Me:butachildBonolo?Iacceptedhisotherchildren

becauseifoundthemthere.Howdoistarttobuild

abondwiththisonewhileiknowshe'sthecauseof



myunhappiness?Howdoidothat?

Nolo:nooneisforcingyoutoacceptthechild.Itwill

happeninitsowntime.

Me:idon'tevenknowwhattothinknow.Howdowe

moveonfromthis?Suchbetrayal.

Nolo:ihopeyoudon'tmakeanydrasticchanges.

Takeyourtime.

Me:EnjoyyourChristmas.Iwillseeyouwhenyou

comebacktoPta.

Nolo:youcan'tgoalone.Iwillgowithyou.

Me:noit'sfine.Ijustwanttobealoneandidon't

wanttoburdenyouwithmyproblems.

Nolo:youknowyoucanneverbeaburdentome.

Me:youcantgowithme.Whatifthatwomanfinds

youthereandthere'snoonetoprotectyou?

Nolo:whichiswhyyoucan'tgoalone.Whatifthey

dosomethingtoyou?

Herphonedisturbedherandsheanswered.



Nolo:yes...noican'tlethergoalone.Ihavetobe

withher.No!Shecan'tcomethere.Shap.

Ilookedatherasshelookedatme.

Nolo:wehavetogoback.Babawantsusbackatthe

house.Thatmeansyoucantleave.

Me:I'vealreadybookedaflight.

Nolo:cancelit.AndpleaseKea.Talktoyour

husband.Talktohimandseehowyou'llmove

forwardfromthis.Imnotgoingtosayleavehimpr

forgivehimandstay.Thatisalluptoyou.Dowhat

isbestforyou.Nowletmepackforthekidssowe

cango.

Me:whypackforthekids?Wewillcomebackhere.

Nolo:everyoneisstayingattheKhozaresidence

untiltheholidaysareover.

Shepackedthendroveusback.Whenwegotthere

Mpendulowasseatedwithhisparentsinthelounge.

Ma:Khanyisileyoumaysit.

Bonololeftandisatdown.Ididn'tevenknowwhat

tosay.Ijustkeptquietandlookeddown.



Baba:Khanyisilewhatdidyousaythefirsttimeyou

camehere?

Me:youaskifilovemyhusbandandisaidyes.

Baba:andialsoaskedyouifyouknewwhatit

meanstobeinthisfamilyandifyouarereally

readytospendtherestofyourlifewithhimright?

Youforgavehimforcheating.Didn'tyouknowthat

theremightbeapossibilityoftheotherwoman

beingpregnant?Nowyou'refacingthisproblem

andyouwanttorunaway.whycan'tyousitwith

yourhusbandandtalk?Hearhissideofthestory?

Areyoualwaysgoingtoruneverytimeyoufacea

problem?

Me:...

Mama:no.Answerhim.Howwillyoubuildyour

homeifyoudon'tsitdownandtalk?heareachother

out?Doyoureallyknowwhatmarriageis?In

marriageitwon'talwaysberosy.Youwillface

obstacles.Andsometimesyouwon'tbehappy.

Whenyoufacethoseobstaclesyoufightthem.

Don'tallowthemtobreakyou.Youhavetobe



strongandtalkbeforeoverreactingthenyoucan

decideawayforward.Nowit'stimetostandwith

yourhusbandinthisdilemmayouaregoing

through.It'snothischild.Yesthetestshaven'tbeen

doneyetbutibelievehimwhenhesaysit'snothis.

Nowyoutwogoandtalksortthingsout.Youcan

leavenow.

Baba:ihopeit'sthelasttimewetalkabout

somethinglikethis.NaweMpendulolearntobe

faithful.Lookwhatyou'remakingyourwifego

through.Eversinceyougotmarriedihaven'theard

anycomplaintsabouther.It'salwaysyou.Don't

makemethinkthatyou'renotcutoutforthis

marriage.Youdisappointme.Youaretheonethati

trustin.Itrustyoutotakecareofthisfamilybut

howwhenyoucan'tevendorightbyyourown

family?Khulaman.Growupandshowthatyou'rea

familyman.Womenwillalwaysbealotoutthere

butonceyouloseagoodwomanyouwillneverfind

anotherlikeheragain.Ihopeyourememberthis

wheneveryou'reabouttodosomethingstupid.You

canleavenow.



Igotupandwentstraighttoourbedroom.Igotinto

bedandsatthinking.Whatifhe'sthefather?

Mpendulo:ibroughtyoufood.Youdidn'ttoch

breakfast.

Me:imnothungry.

Mpendulo:imnotaskingyou.Youhavetoeat.

Igotupandsatonthecouch.Istartedeating.

Mpendulo:whydon'tyoutrustme?JustwhenIthink

wefixedthingsandaremovingforwardthis

happens.Ithoughtyouwouldstandbyme.Justlike

itoldyouididn'tmakeherpregnantyoushould

havebelievedme.EventhoughIlostmymemoryi

wouldknowifshefellpregnant.Shewouldhave

givenbirthwhileiwasstillinMozambique.Butyou

actedfastbeforeIcouldsayanything.Doyouknow

howifeltwhenmyfathertalkedtomelikethat?

Thatchildisnotmineandiknowshe'sgonnatry

andsayismine.Shedoesn'twanttoseeushappy

together.Shehasthisideainherheadthatwe

belongtogether.Shewillgotoanylengthtoget

whatshewants.Nowiwantmywifetostandbyme.



Supportmeinthis.Imstillworkingonhergoingto

jailandnowihavetodealwithyounotbelievingme.

Pleasetrustthatiwillsortthisandshewillbeoutof

ourlivesforgood.Iloveyou.Andnooneelse.Andi

havenootherkidsoutthere.Justbelievemeplease.

Lookatme.Doyouthinkiwouldlietoyouabout

thisknowinghowitwouldhurtyou?Ifiknewihave

achildwithheriwouldhavetoldyou.Iwouldn't

wantyoutofindoutfromsomeoneelse.Please

trustme.Canyoudothat?

Mpendulo

Mylifeisreallycursed.WhenIfixthisthatgoes

wrong.Seeingmywifecrylikethatbrokemyheart.

Imresponsibleforthat.Iknowimnotthefatherbut

ibroughtthiswomanintoourlives.Ihavetogetrid

ofher.Imgoingtomakesurethatshegoestojail.I

willdoanythingittakes.Shefellasleepafterwe

weretalking.Imjustgladsheendedupbelieving

me.Nowwhatisleftisformetogettothebottom



ofthisandfindexactlywhatthiswomanwants.I

kissedherforeheadandtookmycarkeysand

walkedout.IfoundmomfeedingThandoand

Naty,Siya'sdaughter.

Mom:whereareyougoing?Isyourwifealright?

Me:yes.She'ssleepingnow.

Mom:okay.Ihopeyoutwofixthings.

Me:we'vetalkedandeverythingisfine.Iloveherso

muchmomandidon'twanttoloseher.

Mom:youwon'tloseher.Everythingwillworkout

fine.Youwillsee.

Me:youknowyou'retheonewhoalwaysbelievesin

me.Andyoursupportmeansalottome.

Mom:that'swhatamotherdoes.

Me:imgoingsomewhere.I'llbebackabitlate.

Mom:okay.Besafe.

Ididn'tevenmakeittothedoor.Myprincess

startedcryingforme.Nattyfollowedsuit.

Me:letmegoandlookforNatty'scarseat.I'llhave



togowiththem.

IlookedforSiyaandhegavemehiskeyssoican

takethecarseat.Iputitintomycarandwentto

fetchthetwogirls.WhenIgotinthetwinswerealso

there.Itreallyisnotmyday.Ipickedthetwogirls

andLuyandaandAyandawerebehindme.Iput

themintothecarandstrappedthem.Ikissedtheir

cheeksandtheygiggled.Ilovemykids.Theyare

mylife.IdrovepastMcDonald'sandbought

burgersandmilkshakesforthetwins.Idroveto

Zweli'splace.Iwasgoingtoaskhimtohelpme

withthisthingthatimfacing.

Zweli:youhavechubbybabies.

Me:theotheroneisSiya's.Youseethisoneislike

hermother.Everythingbesidesherlooksandskin

colour.She'schubbyandshecriesalot.

Zweli:you'reright.Allyourkidslooklikeyou.

Me:yeah.Butthisprincesslikescrying.Even

cominghereshecriedforme.Ievenhavetosneak

outinordertogotowork.

Zweli:that'swhatyougetforhavingmanykids.But



it'sgoodbecauseyourhousewillbefilledwith

laughterandtheywilltakecareofyou.

Me:butimdonehey.AfterQhawewearedone.

Zweli:that'salieandwebothknowit.

Welaugh.

*TOBECONTINUED*

[07/06,19:02] :*STORYOFMY

LIFE:KEATLARETSI*

*CHAPTER22*

MytimewithZweliwasconstructive.Hesaidhe

wouldgetpeopleheknowstokeeptabsonAgnes.

OntheotherhandZorrohasbeentryingtorecover

thefootageofourhouseonthedayitburnt.Ican't

sayimhappythough.Wemightnotgetanything.

Butimhopeful.Everyonehasgonetosleepandim



justsittingherewiththetwinswhohavejustfallen

asleep.IpickthemupandtakethemtoMnqobis

room.ButnowLindaniusesit.Ifindhimfastasleep.

Iputtheheavyboysnexttohimandkisstheir

foreheads.

Me:goodnightmyboys.

IgobacktoswitchoffthetvbutifindMabutho

seatedonthecouch.

Me:ididn'tknowyouwerehere.

Mabutho:icouldn'tsleepsoifiguredimustjust

comeabdthinkhere

Me:iseverythingalright?

Mabutho:no.Igotajoboutsidethecountryand

nowidon'tknowwhethertogoornot.

Me:whatdoyouthinkyoushoulddo?Whatdoes

yourwifesay?

Mabutho:shethinksit'sagoodopportunity.Itcould

openmanydoorsformeandwecanmaybe

relocatefor5years.

Me:sowhat'stheproblem?



Mabutho:youknowhowyourfatheris.Hedoesnt

wantmetogo.Evenmomwho'salways

understandingdoesn'twantmetogo.

Me:thisisyourlife.Ifthisiswhatyouwanttheni

thinkyoushouldgo.

Mabutho:imnotyou.Ican'tgoagainsthisdecision.

Me:foroncejustchooseyourselfandnotwhathe

says.You'veworkedinthefamilycompanyforlong

anddidverywell.Nowit'stimetodowhatyouwant.

Youhavemysupport.Iwilltalktotheparents.Don't

worryaboutit.

Mabutho:sohow'shuntingyourallegedbabymama

Down?

Me:ican'tbelievethatwomanthoughtI'dbelieve

herlies.Thatchildisnotmine.Shedoesn'teven

looklikemeorher.

Mabutho:thesethingshappen.Butimsureshewill

rockupwithherfatherhere.

Me:lethercome.Shewillbeembarrassed.Mywife

mightbeaskingherselfwhereIam.Goodnight.



Mabutho:goodnightbafo.

Iwenttoourroomandshewasawakepressingher

phone.

Me:myqueen.Uright?

Kea:yeahkeshap.Iwasjustwaitingforlittle

madamtofallasleep.

Me:shemustbetired.Sjewasmovingaroundalot

atZweli'splace.Ukhathelengempela.

Kea:atleastorobetsinou.

Me:yeah.Youseemtobetoofar.

Kea:iwasjustthinking.WhenIgivebirthandthe

babyissixmonthsimgoingbacktowork.Idon't

wanttobeboreddoingnothingathome.

Me:iknowitcanbeboring.Youknowwhat?How

aboutitakeleavefromworkandweraiseourbaby

andwhenhe'ssixmonthsthenwefindanannyand

webothgobacktowork.Butbeforegoingbackto

workmeandyouaregoingtotraveltheworld.Just

getfreshair.Awayfromallthedrama.



Kea:thatsoundsgood.AboutAgnes..

Me:whatabouther

Kea:ifthebabyisyourswhatwillyoudo?

Me:it'snotmine.Ifitwasmineiwouldtake

responsibilityandsupportmychild.Butthankfully

it'snotmine.

Kea:okay.Butknowthatifit'syoursi...

Me:youwillnotleaveme.Asisaidit'snotmine.

Kea:keepthatcriminalwomanawayfromme.I

don'twanttoseehernearme.

Me:you'resoamazing.Let'ssleep.Tomorrowisa

verybusyday.

Kea:goodnight.

Me:aren'tyouforgettingsomething?

Kea:mmhno.

Me:hayithiuyadlalabo.

Shelaughedandmovedherheadtome.Wekissed

andsmiled.Mywifehasabeautifulsmile.



Me:nowwecansleep.

Wefellasleepineachothersarms.Andthatwas

themostamazingthing.

Inthemorningiwokeupandmywifewasplaying

withourgirl.Shekeptgigglingandtouchingher

mother'sface.

Me:goodmorningdaddy'sgirls.

Kea:morninglove.Howareyou

Me:imgood.Letmetakeashower.

Kea:okay.I'vealreadyshowered

Me:whydidn'tyouwakeme

Kea:ididn'twanttodisturbyoursleep.

Iwenttoshowerthenlotionedandgotdressed.

Kea:mmhsomeonelookssexy.

Me:andwho'sthat

Kea:somemanijustsawonmyphone



Me:wellnotsexierthanmeihope

Welaughed.It'sgoodtohearherlaugh.

Me:andthenThando?Why'sshelaughing?

Kea:she'slaughingbecausehermommy'slaughing.

Me:shelikesthings.It'sChristmas.Iseeyouare

alreadydressed.

Kea:yes.Thisgirlwokeupveryearly.

Me:youlooksobeautiful.Let'sgo.

Wewentdownstairsandthehelperswerebusy

movingupanddown.Wejoinedtheothers.

Baba:howareyoumakoti?

Kea:imgoodthanksandyoubaba?

Baba:imgood.

Mom:gatheraroundandlet'sstartwithbreakfast.

Imsohappytohavemysonsanddaughtersunder

oneroof.Andmygrandchildren.Thankyoufor

makingthisChristmasveryspecial.Iloveyouso



much.Allofyou.

Baba:Lindani.ThisisyourfirstChristmaswithyour

family.Manyarestilltocome.Enjoyyourselfhere.

Befree.Weloveyouandwearesohappytohave

youwithus.

Lindani:thankyou.

Baba:andstopisolatingyourself.Bewithyour

brothers.Hangoutwiththem.Theseareyour

brotherswhomyouruntowhenyouneed

somethingoradvice.Beonewiththem.Stickwith

them.

Lindaninodded.Itreallymademehappytoseemy

sonbeingwelcomedlikethis.

Khanyo:andnowwecaneat.MerryChristmas

everyone.

All:merryChristmas.

Lisa:wait!

Shelookedathermother'sphone.She'shaditsince

Igothere.

Lisa:don'teat.Imcoming.



Shegotoffherchairandwenttothedoor.She

stoodthereandwehadtowaitforher.lol

Khanyo:yourchildisadramaqueen.

Me:what'sshedoingthereanyway?

Mzwakhe:sheisjustlikeyouKhanyo.

Weheardhercheeringandshewasmovingupand

down.Sheopenedthedoorandscreamed.

Mom:what'sgoingon?

Baba:thischild.

Shecamebacksmiling.

Lisa:surprise!!!

Shemovedasideandmyboywasthere.Buthow

didhegethere?Hismothergotupandhuggedhim.

Kea:imissedyousomuchmyboy.

Mnqobi:imissedyoutoomommy.

Lisa:nowwecaneat.Mybrotherishere.

Mnqobi:imhungry.

Lisa:itoldthemnottoeatbeforeyougethere.Pray



forus.

Welaughed.Thisgirlisabully.Thetwinsstopped

eatingandwenttostandnexttoMnqobi.Theyreally

missedhim.

Me:Boyssitdownandeat.He'snitgoinganywhere.

Weallstartedeatingandchatting.Suddenlythere

wasacatinthehouse.Wedon'townanycatshere.

Justpuppies.Amandaplayedwiththecatand

Sfundohitthatcat.

Amanda:whydidyoudothat!?

Sfundo:don'tyouseeitjumpingonthistable.You

cantakeyourfoodandgoeatwithit.Andleaveus.

Amanda:stopbeingmean.Ilovethiscat.

Weignoredtheirfightsandcontinuedeating.My

momstartedchoking.Shewasevenlosingher

breath.

Siya:momwhat'swrong?

Mom:ican'tbreathe.Ithinksomethingchokedme.

Shewasstartingtoloseherbreath.Itwaseven



gettingworse.Igotupandtookhertothecarand

drovetothehospital.

Mzwakhe

WefollowedbehindMpenduloashedrovemomto

thehospital.

Nolo:babedon'tworry.Yourmotherwillbefine.

Mzwakhe:fine?Didyouseehowshewas?

Nolo:stopdrivinglikeyouwanttokillus!

Ididn'tlistentoher.ijustdroveuntilwegottothe

hospital.Wewaitedforthedoctoruntilhecameand

toldustherewasnothingthatseemedtobewrong.

Theyputoxygenmaskonherandshewasnow

breathingfine.Wecalledgerbrotherstoletthem

know.She'stheonlygirlfromherfamily.Theysaid

theywouldbeheresoon.Wetookmombackhome

butthemomentwegothomeitallstarted.

Nolo:canwetalk?Withoutyoushoutingatme?



Me:imsorry.Justthatthisthingwithmymother

stressedme.

Nolo:yousawhoweverythingstartswhenwecame

back?Ithinkapastorshouldprayforher.

Me:notthisagain.Whatwillapastordo?Canyou

pleasestopthis?

Nolo:imtryingtohelphere.Youshouldbethanking

mefortrying.Iwantmamatobefineandiwilldoit

evenifyoudon't!

Sheleftmethinkingaboutmanythings.Ifollowed

behindherandshetalkedwithKhanyisileandthen

Khanyisilecalledsomeone.

Mpendulo:momisnotgettingbetter.Whenwegoto

thehospitaltheysaythere'snothingwrongwithher.

Baba:iwouldtakehertoaninyangabutsheis

refusing.

Nolo:umbabeiwouldliketoasksomething.Kea

calledherfriendandshegaveherhermotherin

law'snumberwho'sapastor.Ithinkweshouldcall

hersoshecanprayforma.



Me:itoldyoutostopwiththat.

Nolo:I'mjusttryingtohelp.Thesethingshappen.

Butifyou'renotcomfortablewithitthenyou

shouldn'tdoit.Peopleareeviloutthereandthey

willdoevilthingstogettheirway.

Mpendulo:youmustberight.Callher.Thepastor.

Theycalledthepastorandtalkedtoher.Weallwent

tomom'sroomandwhenItouchedhershewas

cold.Shewasshivering.Thepastorwasprayingfor

herandshewasevenspeakingintongues.I've

neverheardsomeonepraylikethat.

Whenshewasdoneshetoldustolethersleepand

shewillbefine.

Me:momhowareyoufeeling?

Mom:iwillbefine.Iwanttosleepnow.Takeoffone

blanket.

Me:iwillsitwithyouhere.



Baba:no!Iwillsitherewithher.It'slateanyway.

Youallshouldgotosleep.

Weclosedthedooronourwayout.Wewenttosit

inthetvroom.

Nolo:where'sthatcat?

Siya:Amandaleftitinthegarage.

Nolo:takethatcatoutofthisyardormoreisstill

goingtohappen.

Me:what'supwithyouandthiscat!?

Nolo:mychildisalsohere.Ihavetoprotecthim!

Whatifsomethinghappenstohim?

Muzi:let'salljustcalmdown.Siyatakethecatand

throwitout.

Siya:istillvaluemylife.

Me:imtiredofthis!Andwena,whyareyousohell

bentonthiscatthing?Areyoutheonewhobrought

itheretoharmmymother?

Nolo:warengnare?

Me:youheardme.



Nolo:ompitsamoloikana.WarekaloyaMzwakhe?

Youbetternotmeanit!

Me:whatdoyouwantmetothinkwhenyougoon

likethis?

Ntombi:canwenotfightoverthiscatthing?Iwill

takeitandthrowitout.

Mabutho:you'renottouchingthatcat.

Nolo:imnotsleepingherewiththatcat.And

tomorrowmorningimleaving.Ican'tstaywhereim

calledawitch.

Withthatshegotupandwenttothegarage.

Kea:didyouhavetocallherawitchbathong?

Me:ididn't

Kea:wellthat'showitsounded.Diditeveroccurto

youthatsomeone'safterthisfamily?Didyouthink

aboutwhatwillhappenwhensheleavestomorrow

andAmir'smotherfindsher?Ifsomethinghappens

toher...believemeyouiwon'tforgiveyou.Iknow

mysistertalksalotbutshe'sright.Thatcatwilldo

somethingworse.Mamawillnotrecoverforaslong



asit'shere.Youshouldbefindingwaysofsolving

thisinsteadoffighting.WhatifLilocasentit?

Mpendulo:babylet'sgotobed.

Kea:ihavetocheckonBonolo.She'snotfine.She

needsme.

Mpendulo:Mzwakhewillbewithher.

IwenttothegarageandBonolowasjustcoming

outofit.

Me:imsorry.

Nolo:...

Me:areyougoingtoignoreme?Didyoufindit?

Nolo:no.Where'sKea?

Me:shewenttobed.Let'sgotosleep.

Sherushedtoourroomandcheckedthecotthen

cametosleep.

Me:areyougoingtoignoreme?

Nolo:youcalledmeawitchinfrontofyourbrothers

andtheirwives!



Me:I'msorry.Pleaseforgiveme.Imjuststressed

bythisthing.Mymomisnotgettingbetterandon

theothersideyouwerebusyaboutthiscatthing.A

merecat.Whatcanitdo?

Nolo:imsorrythatyourmotherisgoingthroughthis

andyoudon'tknowwhattodobuttobecalleda

witch?Youaccusedmeandalliwastryingtodo

washelp!Thatcatisnotnormal.Keamightberight.

Lilocamusthavesentthatcatanditgotthewrong

person.

Me:soyou'rejustgoingtocrybecauseofthat?I

didn'treallysayyou'reawitch.

Nolo:ohisee.

Withthatsheturnedtheothersideandslept.

Thefollowingdayiwokeupanddadsaidwehadto

gosomewhere.MehimMuziandMpendulo.Wewe

alsogoingwithmom.Igotupandwenttoshower.I

finishedthendressed.

Me:morning.



Nolo:hi.I'mgoinghometoday.

Me:didn'tweagreethatwewillgotogethersothat

myunclescanexplainwhatisgoingontoyour

father?

Nolo:ican'tsaywhereimnottrusted.Something

mightgowrongandyouwillsayit'sme.

Me:ngiyaxolisamuntuwami.Iknowiwaswrongfor

sayingthatandworstofallinfrontofeveryone.Im

sorry.Iwilldoanythingtomakeupforthat.Please

don'tgo.

Nolo:fine.

Me:iwillseeyouwhenwecomeback.Imgoing

somewherewithmyfather.

Nolo:okay.Letsamayesentle.

Me:Bonoloican'tleavewhileyou'remadatme.Can

youpleasesmileforme?

Nolo:batlagosiyakwa.Imnotmad.Happynow?

Me:yes.Imhappyyou'resmilingandnotsad.Nowi

havetogo.Iloveyou.



Nolo:iloveyoutoo.

Atleastimstillloved.Yohyouneverknowwithher.

Especiallywhenshewaspregnant.Shewouldget

madevenforthelittlethings.

Ikissedhereventhenleft.

Mpendulo

Me:babyuright?

Kea:yeahjusttired.

Me:Februaryisjustaroundthecorner.Thenyou

givebirth.

Kea:ican'twait.Thisisthelastbaby.Imtired.

Me:onemore?

Kea:no!!!!

Me:ngiyadlala.Usalekahlenemama?

Kea:iloveyou

Me:iloveyoumore.

Itookmykeysandleft.Theywerewaitingforme



downstairs.Eventwoofmyuncleshadarrived.It's

noteverytimethatourunclesvisitus.Theyare

thosepeoplewholovetraveling.Sometimesthey

travelaroundAfricaoranywhere.Soit'shard

gettingholdofthem.Weallgotintoourcarsand

droveofftotheplacedadsaidweshouldgoto.It

wasaverylongdrive.Ievenhadamissedcallfrom

mysisterbutwhereweweretherewasnoreception.

Wearrivedthereattheplaceandtherewasavery

longline.Manypeoplewereseatedoutside.This

manorwomanmustreallybetrustedhey.For

peopletocomeandfilltheyardlikethis.

UncleHerman:wheredidyouhearaboutthisman?

Ishegoingtohelpmysister?

Dad:afriendofminetoldmeabouthim.Hesaidthis

manwillhelpus.

Aboycametowherewewerestandingandtoldus

tofollowhim.Mymotherlookedsoweak.

Dad:takeoffyourshoes.

Heordered.Wedidthatandwentinside.Theman



startedoncallingclannamesandblowingthatbag.

KEATLARETSI

Me:where'smyhusband?

Siya:istillcan'tgetholdofhim.Butimsuretheyare

ontheirwayback.

Me:gobosigobuttheyarenotevenback.

Siya:don'tworry.Focusongettingbetter.Stop

thinkingalot.Ihavetogonow.Visitinghoursare

over.

Me:okay.

Heleft.Hewasherewithmeallthetime.Justafter

myhusbandleftistartedhavìngcrampsandiwas

rushedtothehospital.Theyhadtodoac-session

andrightnowiminsomuchpain.Ican'thandlethis

pain.Andihaven'tseenmybabyyet.Anurse

comesandgivesmepills.



Me:canyoupleasetellmewheremybabyis?i

haven'tseenhimsinceiwokeup.

Nurse:don'tworry.Youwillseehimtomorrow.

Me:what'swrongwithhim?

Nurse:he'singoodcare.Focusonhealingokay.

Idon'tknowhowifellasleep.Iwokeupthe

followingdaytomyhusbandbrushingmyhair.

Me:hey

Him:hey.Howareyoufeeling?

Me:imbetternow.Haveyouseenourbaby?

Him:imsorry.

Me:why?Didsomethinghappen?

Him:hedidn'tmakeit.Imsorry.

Me:no.Mybabyisfine.Iwantyoutotakemetomy

baby.

Him:....

Me:thenursesaidhe'singoodcare.Whywouldshe



lietome?

Him:theydon'tknowwhathappened.Hewasdoing

welleventhoughhewasprematurebutthenhe

suddenlystoppedbreathing.

Ñurse:goodmorning.Imheretohelpyoutakea

bath.

Me:what'sgoodaboutithuh?Pleasetellmeit'snot

true.Mybabyisstillalive.

Nurse:imsorry...Ihavetohelpyoutakeabath.

Icried.Icriedsohard.Ihadbondedwithmybaby

onlyforhimtodie.Ididn'tevenseehim.Icouldn't

stopcryingevenwhenIwastakingabath.

Me:iwanttoseehim.

Him:youhavetoeatfirstthenyouwillseehim.

Imgoingtojustignorehim.Ihavealottosayto

himbutidon'twanttosayitinfrontofthisnurse.

Me:whenamigoinghome?

Nurse:today.Thedoctorjusthastocheckafew



thingsthenyouleave.

Goingbackhomeisawalotofpityfaces.Being

aroundthemjustmademecry.Weburriedourchild.

NewYearcameandpassedandwehadtogoback

home.Itwashard.Veryhardforme.Myhusband's

mistresskilledmybaby.Yesisuspectedherfor

thatcatthingthatalmostkilledmymotherinlaw

anditturnedoutrightbutineverthoughtshewould

dothis.Theycaughtheroncameraatthehospital.

Thepolicelookedforherandcouldn'tfindher.

Stayinginmyownhousewasscaryforme.Iended

upblamingmyhusbandbecausehebroughtthat

womaninourlives.Idecidedthatigohomeand

justgrievemychildinpeace.ItookThandowithme

becausethetwinshadtogotocreche.Beingat

homewaspeaceful.Ievengotalongwithmy

stepmother.She'snotreallyasihadthoughtsheis.

She'sbeensupportive.Andforthatimthankfulfor

her.



*TOBECONTINUED*
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Ihavebeenhomefortwomonthsnow.Mpendulo

comeswiththekidseveryFridayandfetchesthem

Sundayevenings.Beingclosetomyfatherkeptme

sane.Ilovethisman.He'salwaysthereformeand

makingsurethatimalright.Eventhough

sometimesItakehimforgranted.Irememberone

dayheaskedmewhoistakingcareofmykidsand

husbandwhenimhere.Igotangryandanswered

backathim.I'veneverdonethatbefore.I

apologizedandheforgaveme.Myphoneringsand

it'smyhusband.He'stellingmethathe'soutside.I

takemybagsandpushthemout.Hemeetsmeby

thedoorandgivesmeahug.Morelikesqueezing

me.

Me:imsorry.Imsorryforblamingyouforthedeath



ofourbaby.Pleaseforgiveme.

Him:shh.Whatmattersisthatyoubewell.Other

thingswe'llgothroughthemdaybyday.Wewillbe

fineokay?Letmegoinandgreet.

Me:it'sonlymebere.Ialreadytoldthemimleaving.

LetmegoandtakeThando.She'ssleeping.

Him:I'lltakethebagstothecar.

ItookThandoandshedidn'tevenwakeup.Thisgirl

hasweightfordays.Movingwithherupthestairs

isalotofwork.Ilockthehouseandleavethekey

underamatthere.Wegetintothecarandiputher

intohercarseat.

Him:thekidscan'twaittoseeyou.

Me:imissedthem.

Him:theywerestillatschoolwhenIleft.Imsure

theyareathomewaitingforyounow.Youshould

haveseenthetwinswhenIsaidimfetching

mommy.Theydidn'twanttogotoschool.

Me:whowillbewiththemwhentheycomeback?

Him:they'llbeatChris.Justuntillindanicomes



backfromschool.

InoddedandhedrovetoPta.

UponarrivingLindanihadjustcomebackandthey

werenowwatchingcartoons.Igreetedmykidsand

theywerehappytohavemeback.Thetwinswere

tellingmeaboutwhathappenedinschool.They

didn'twanttohearanything.Theyjustsatwithme

talkinguntiltheygottired.Idecidedtocookformy

family.Imsureit'sbeenawhilesincetheyatefood

cookedbyme.Imadericeandsalads.Thenidid

chickenstewandmashedpotatoes.Thearomawas

there.

Mpendulo:itsmellsgoodinhere.

Hesaidholdingmeonmywaist.

Me:ihopeittastesasgoodasitsmells.

Him:imsureitdoes.It'sgoodtohaveyouhome.

Me:imhappytobeback.

Him:iloveyouKhanyisilemyqueen



Iturnedtolookathimandsmiled

Me:iloveyoutoo.

Him:igotahelper.Shecomeseverymorningbut

shedoesn'tcomeonweekends.

Me:why?ithoughtyousaidwedon'tneedahelper

anymore.

Him:you'llbegoingbacktoworksoshe'llhelpwhen

we'renothere.

Me:okay.Helpmetakethefoodtothetable.

Wetookthefoodtothetableandcalledeveryoneto

eat.

Me:didyoualldoyourhomework?

Theyallrespondedandtooktheirseats.Asusual

Lisawantedtobetheoneprayingforfood.Wethen

startedeating.

Mnqobi:momyou'rebackforgoodright?

Me:yesboy.



Mnqobi:okay.That'sgood.

Lisa:yes.Andmeandyoucangotogirlsouting.

Mnqobi:whataboutus?

Lisa:youleftmeonyourboysouting.Yousaidno

girlsallowed.Rightdaddy?

Me:really?whydidyouleavemybaby?

Lindani:wewenttobuygroceriesatthemallwithout

herandasyouknowhowsheisshecomplained.

Welaughed.

Me:meandyoumygirlaregoingtoourgirlsouting

tomorrow.

Lisa:soiwon'tgotoschool?

Me:you'regoing.Wewillgooutafteryoucomeback.

Shewasallsmiles.Afterwefinishedeatingweall

wenttoourrooms.Myboyswereonmyhip.Didn't

wanttoleavemysight.Welayonbedtalkingwith

themuntiltheyfellasleepandwetookthemtotheir

room.Itookoffmyclothesandwenttoshower.I

wrappedatowelafteriwasdoneandwentbackto



ourroom.Ilotionedandworemynightdress.Igot

intobedandcalledBonolo.Mpendulowas

showering.

Me:hey.Ihopeimnotdisturbing.

Nolo:notatall.IjustputLwandletosleep.Howare

you?

Me:imgoodandyou?Canwegoouttomorrow?

Nolo:imgood.You'reback?

Me:yes.Icamebacktoday.

Nolo:yeswecanmeet.Sendmethedetails...are

youalrightmara?Likeoshap?

Me:yesimfine.itmightnotbe100%butI'llgetthere.

Nolo:thatisgood.Iwasworriedaboutyou.

Me:imfinenow.We'lltalkmoretomorrow.

"Babehaveyouseenmylotion?"

Me:stopmakingmelaugh.Ijustcameback.What

haveyoubeenusingallthistime?

Mpendulo:that'smywayofaskingyoutocome



lotionmyback

Me:iknewit!

Him:youknowyourhusbandverywellMamKhoza.

Nowoverhere.

Iwentandlotionedhim.Hewasmakingstupid

sounds.

Me:sitstillbabe.

Him:yourhandsaremakingmelikethis.Comehere.

Hepulledmeontohislap.

Him:ireallymissedyou.

Me:metoo.Imnotleavingyouagain.Ifigo

somewhereiwillgowithyou.

Him:wasRustenburgthatboring?

Welaughed.Thisguy!

Him:iknow.Youcansayit.Imright.

Me:okay.You'reright.Iknowilovemyfatherbuti

missedyouhey.Especiallywhenyoucamewiththe



kidsandyouhadtoleave.

Him:wellwe'rehomenow.Let'sgotobed.

Wecuddledonbedjusttalkingandcatchingup.

"Thandovuka."

Iheardwhispersandbythattimeistillwantto

sleep.AndThandostartscrying.

"Momwakeup."

IopenmyeyesandLuyandaisherewithLisa.

Thesekids!

Me:whydidyouwakeme?

Lisa:iwantedtoseebeforeigotoschoolthatyou

won'tleaveagain.

Me:iwon'tleaveokay?

Lisa:okaymom.Imleavingnow.

Shekissmycheekandleave.

Me:Luwhatdidyoudo?

Lu:iwanttoplaywithher.

Me:sitonthebed.



ItakeThandooutofhercot.Ayandacomesin

running.

Aya:wearenotgoingtoschool.

He'shappy.Ithinkmysonhatesschool.Theyboth

sitonthebedandtalkwiththeirsister.

Lu:youseeshelookslikeus?

Aya:andshe'sgoingtobebiglikeus.

Lu:andtodaywewillplaywithherinourcars.And

eatinyamawithher.Wemissedher.

Luyandaandinyamaarebestfriends.Hetakesafter

hisfather.

Me:youhavecars?

Aya:yes.Daddyboughtthemforus.Theycanmove.

Me:thatsgood.

Lu:andwewillswiminourpool.

Me:didyoubath?

Aya:yes.Daddybathuseverymorningandnight.

Me:okay



Mpendulo:breakfastinbedforabeautifulqueen.

Aya:beautifulqueen

Ayakissesmycheekafterthat.Ilovemykids!

Me:thankyou.Letmebrushmyteeth.

Me:soiheardyouboughtthemcars.

Him:Ihadtobridethemsothattheycangoto

daycare.

Me:that'ssmartofyou.Butaren'ttheyexpensive?

Mpendulo:growingupididn'thavemanythings.I

hadtoworkveryhardsothatmykidscanhave

everything.Thisfoodisdelicious.

Lu:daddywhydoesThandolooklikeusandnot

mommy?

Him:cosdaddyhasverystronggenes.

Aya:whatisgenes

Him:kkk.Youlooklikedaddyandmommylookslike

grandfather,herdaddy.



Aya:okayIwanttoeatwithyoumommy.

Me:eat.

Mpendulo:that'swhyicamewithalotoffood.I

knewtheywouldwanttoeat.Comemyprincess

Thandothrewherselfinherfather'sarms.Shewas

kissinghisface.

Mpendulo:mybabymissedme.Lookathowbigyou

are.

Me:ithinksheeatsalot.Ishouldlimitwhatifeed

her.

Mpendulo:don't.Thisisachild.She'sfineokay?

Shewilllosethisweightasshegrowsup.Whatare

youdoingtoday

Me:imgoingoutwithmysisterandLisa.

Mpendulo:okay.Iwantedustogoout.

Me:howaboutSaturday?

Mpendulo:meandmybrothersaretakingourkids

out.Youcanjoinyoursistersinwhateverthey'llbe

doing.



Me:I'dratherstayathome.

Mpendulo:youhavetogoout.Itwillbegoodforyou.

OnFridaynightimtakingyouonadate.

Me:mmh.Ilookforwardtoit.

Mpendulo:canwemakeapromise?(inodded)Every

Fridaynightwearegoingonadate.Justtohavean

ustime.EveryweekendisforfamilyandMonday

toFridayweknockofffromworknolaterthan4pm

unlessit'sanemergency.Canweagreeonthat?

Me:okay.Thatsoundsgood.AndnowwhileIstill

havethistimeletmegoshowerandspendtime

withyoubeforeIleave.

Mpendulo:Youwillfindmeherewaiting.

Me:sohowisitgoingwithyournegotiations?

ImwithBonoloandshe'sjustbeentellingmeabout

herlife.

Nolo:that...ievenforgotit'shappening.

Me:what?IsMzwakhehavingsecondthoughts?



Nolo:thatone...he'ssohappy.Ontopoftheworld.

Heactslikenothingisgoingon.

Me:what'sgoingon?

Nolo:heaccusedmeofwitchcraftandhe'shappy

thatwe'retraditionallygettingmarriednext

weekend.

Me:butheapologized.

Nolo:howcanIgetmarriedtosomeonelikethat?

Whatwillheaccusemeofnext?

Me:thismanlovesyou.

Nolo:yesandilovehim.Butimjustscareditwon't

work.

Me:nowit'stimeyouuseyouradvice.Followyour

heart.Whatmakesyouhappy?

Nolo:hemakesmehappy.MorethanI'veeverbeen.

Me:thereyouhaveyouranswer.Youguysloveeach

otherandanybodycanseethat.Youjusthaveto

sithimdownandtalktohim.Tellhimyourfears.

Nolo:you'reright.Imjustworriedfornothing.



Me:wellimhappymybigsisterisgettingmarried.

Nolo:youarethemaidofhonor.Don'tforgetthat.

Ne:ican'tbelievethisisus.Livingourdreams.You

knowweusedtotalkabouthowwearegoingtobe

eachother'smaidofhonor?Howweweregoingto

liveourbestlivesaccordingtoourownrules.No

onetellinguswhattodo?

Nolo:yes.Besidesmewhohastolookovermy

shoulderwhereverigo.Doyouknowthatthe

Turkishgogohasblockedmeeverywhere?Ican't

getajob.Shealwaysgivesbadreferencesabout

me.Ievenresortedtogoingbacktomedicine.

Me:ausiithinkthat'sagoodthing.Workasa

doctorandafteryou'vesavedenoughmoneyyou

candoyourownthing.Openarestaurantandsee

howitgoes.Thatwomanwon'twinforeverokay?

Nolo:you'reright.Ihavethisinterviewtomorrow.Im

justnotsureifiwillgetthejob.

Me:you'regettingthatjob.You'rethebestdoctor

ever.



Nolo:ofcourseyouweregoingtosaythat.

Me:imrootingforyou.Thisyearwon'tendwithout

youstartingthatrestaurant.Speakoveritand

believeit.Whatyousaywithyourmouthshall

happen.Don'tdoubtyourself.

Nolo:iseeyourneighborisrubbingoffgoodonyou.

Me:she'sagoodpersonandfriend.Butyou'rethe

best.

Nolo:iloveyousis.

Me:iloveyoumore.Andimblessedtohaveyouas

mysister.Imgrateful.Yoursupportmeansalotto

me.

Nolo:imyoursister.It'smydutytolookoutforyou.

Me:anddon'thesitatetoaskmeforhelp.Or

Mzwakhe.

Nolo:no.You'vealreadydoneenough.I'llusemy

salaryandthemoneyigetfromrentinmamelodi.

Andidon'twantMzwakhe'smoney.

Me:wellhe'sgoingtobeyourhusband.



Nolo:don'teventellyourhusbandaboutthis.He'll

tellhimandhe'llwanttodoeverything.Sono.

Bonolo

AftermydayoutwithKeatlaretsiidrovebackhome.

IfoundMzwakhewatchingtvtalkingtoLwandle.

Me:heyimback.Howwasyourday?

Mzwakhe:good.Verygood.Butmyboywasvery

lonelyhere.Ithinkheneedsasistertoplaywith.

Me:wasemollaakere.What'swiththisbabytalk?

Him:iknowwhatimtalkingabout.Whydon'twejust

dothetestcoswebothknowyouarepregnant?

Me:Lwandleisnotevenayearyetandimalso

lookingforajob.

Him:what'swrongwiththat?Wearegettingmarried

andwearegoodparentstoLwandle.Sothisbaby

willbefine.

Me:aboutgettingmarried...canwetalk?



Him:okay.

Me:canwetalkaboutyouaccusingme?Younever

evenapologised.

Mzwakhe:ithoughtwewereoverthat

Me:no.Iwantustotalkabouteverythingandstart

onacleanstate.

Mzwakhe:okayimsorry.Ishouldn'thaveaccused

you.Ishouldhavehandledthewholething

differently.Ipromiseyouitwillnothappenagain.

Me:Andwearenotgoingtohavekidsuntilthenext

fiveyears.

Mpendulo:thenihopethistimeiscoredtwo.

Me:ididatest.Imnotpregnant.Andimnotgoingto

beastayhomemom.Ihaveaninterviewtomorrow

andihopeigetthejob.

Mzwakhe:youwillgetit.Everythingdoesn'tmatter.

Whatmattersiswearefinallygettingmarriedand

youbehappy.Iknowyouwillbehappytogetthat

job.

Me:thankyou.



*TOBECONTINUED*

[07/06,19:02] :*STORYOFMY

LIFE:KEATLARETSI*

*CHAPTER24*

WhenIgothometheboyswerewatchingtv.

Me:where'syourfather?

Mnqobi:inthekitchen.

Iwenttothekitchenandtherehewastalkingwith

Thandowhodidn'tevenunderstandathing.Istood

thereandjustlookedattheminawe.Myhusband

lovesourchildrenandthat'swhatmakeshimmore

amazing.Hedoeshavehisfaultsbuthe'sagood

person.Thandowaslaughinghereandthereand

he'dcheckonthepot.Shewassittingonherbaby

feedingchairdrinkingfromherbottle.Shehas



grownsomuch.Soonshewillbethree.Ithinknow

imdonewithhavingchildren.Godhasblessedme

whenIdidn'tbelieve.Andforthatithankhim.

Whichiswhyihadmytubestiedagain.Iwentback

tothelounge.Lindaniwasnowalone.

Me:hey.Howareyou?

Lindani:imfineandyou?

Me:how'stherapy?Wehaven'treallytalkedsinceI

cameback.

Lindani:it'sgoingwell.Thenextsessionwillbemy

lasttheniwillonlygoonceinawhileuntilthe

therapistsaysimgood.

Me:that'sgood.Youwillgetthere.Youdoknow

thatimhereforyouright?Meandyourfather.

Lindani:yeboma.Andthankyouforthat.

Me:you'rewelcome.Soareyougoingtothetripat

yourschoolorit'sonlythegrade9's?

Lindani:everyoneisgoing.

Me:okay.Imsureyoucan'twait.



Lindani:ihaven'tpaid...

Me:aowbathong.Didn'tyourfatherpay?

Lindani:ididn'ttellhim.

Me:youdon'twanttogo?

Lindani:ido.Ijustdidn'twanttobotherhim.

Me:Lindaniyoucanneverbotherhim.He'syour

fatherandhewilldoanythingforyou.Yourfather

lovesyou.Ifimnothereyoucantellyourfatherif

youneedsomething.Don'tvescaredofasking.You

havetobefreearoundus.You'renotavisitorhere.

Thisisyourhome.Goandfetchthelettersoican

payforyou.Afterthattomorrowyouandyour

fatherwillgoandbuythethingsyouneedforyour

trip.

Lindani:youwilldoallthatforme?

Me:yes.Goandtaketheletter.

Lindani:thankyou.

Heranupstairs.A15yearolddoesn'thavetogo

throughwhathe'sgoingthrough.IfeelbadwhenI

thinkaboutwhathe'sgoingthrough.Sincehecame



herehismotherhasn'tcontactedhim.Idon'tblame

himwhenhesaysshe'sdeadtohim.Shedoesn't

eventrytomakeanefforttoshowthatshecares

forherson.IrememberonedayMpendulocalled

herandwantedtotalkaboutLindaniandhavinghis

surnamechangedandshewasliterallyshouting

andsaidshedoesn'tcarewhatwedowithhim.

Whatkindofmotherdoesthat?

Mpendulo:babyyou'reback.

Me:yes.Beenbackforlong.Didn'twanttodisturb

daddyandhisprincess.Youwerehavingalotof

funcookingandchatting.

Lindani:momhereisthereletter.

Hejustcalledmemomforthefirsttime.Im

emotionalbutimnotgoingtocry.

Mpendulo:whatisitabout?

Lindani:wearegoingtoaschooltrip.Capetown.

Mpendulo:that'sgood.Goandopenthatdrawer.I

havesomethingforyou.

Hewenttoopenthedrawerandcamewithabiggift



bag.

Mpendulo:goon.Openit.

Heopeneditandjumpedtohughisdad.

Lindani:thankyoudad.

Mpendulo:iloveyoumyboy.

Lindani:iloveyoutoodad..

Mpendulo:amannevercries.

Me:don'tlistentohim.Healsocries.

Lindani:lol...youknowmymothernevertoldmeshe

lovesme?Imhappytohaveparentswhocare.

Mpendulo:anythingforyoumyboy.Butmebuying

thisdoesn'tmeanyoumustneglectyourschool

work.

Henodded.Heboughtalaptopandcellphonefor

him.Hewassohappy.

Mpendulo:iwillsetthelaptopupforyou.

Me:letmetakethisgirltobed.

Itrytotakeherandshewakesupandstartscrying.



"Papa"

Mpendulo:theyaremakingyoucryprincess.

Me:thesekidsareinacryingmoodtoday.Listento

theotheroneinthekitchen.

Mpendulo:itmustbethevegesmakinghimcry.You

knowLuandmeat.Everyfoodmusthavemeat.

Me:youmadehimlikethis.

Hecanetowherewewerestillcrying.

Me:what'swrongLu?

Lu:ayikhoinyama.

Me:youdon'thavetoeatiteveryday.Weareall

goingtoeattheveges.Wehavetoeatthemsowe

canbehealthyandgrowbig.

Lu:no!

Hehithimselfonthefloorandrolled.OhGod.All

thisdramabecauseofvegetables.

Me:babycometomommy.Ipromiseyouwewill

havemeattomorrow.



Lu:iwantitnow.

Me:wedidn'tbiyit.Stopcryingplease.Tomorrowi

willmakeitforyou.

Lu:youpromise?

Me:ipromise.Come.

Hegotupandcametome.Iheldhimandhewas

stillcrying.Irubbedhisbackuntilheslept.Iwent

toputhimtobedandkissedhisheadandleft.

Me:allthatrollingformeat.

Mpendulo:hemustknowhecan'teatmeat

everyday.Hemustknowthat.Youwillseehimat

dinnertimehewillcryagain.Whenyouweren't

aroundhedidthatandilethimbe.Hewouldcry

untilhestopped.Youshouldhavelethimbe.

Me:ican'ttakehimcryinglikethat.

Mpendulo:he'llbefine.

Theotherscamewiththeirfoodandstartedeating.

Aftertheyweredonetheywentupstairstodotheir

homeworksandAyandawasfollowingthemaround.

Thandowasstillgluedtoherfather'sarms.She



didn'twanttohearanything.Mpendulo'sphone

rangandheputitonloudspeaker.

Mpendulo:Zolani.Howareyou?

Zolani:good.Ihavenewsforyou.

Mpendulo:okay.

Zolani:ifoundher.Thewitch.

Mpendulo:really?That'sgoodthen.

Zolani:whatshouldIdowithher?Callthepoliceor

takecareofher?

Me:whatdoyoumeantakecareofher?

Zolani:imeankillher.Thiswitchkilledyourchild

andburntyourhousewhichalmostkilledyour

children.Shedeservestobekilled.

Mpendulo:idon'tcarewhatyoudotoher.Callthe

policeorkillher.Aslongasshepaysforwhatshe

did.

Ilookedathim.He'sunbelievable!Howcanhesay

thatsocalmly?Hetalksaboutkillingasifit's

somethingeasy.



Mpendulo:okaydon'tkillher.Mywife'slookscould

killme.Makehersurferbeforeyoucallthepolice.

Zolani:okay.Iwillkeepyouupdated.

Mpendulo:whyareyoulookingatmelikethat?

Me:youreallywouldhavelethimkillher?

Mpendulo:yes.Thatwomanhashurtus.Firstshe

wantedtokillyouandourchildren.Thenshekilled

ourchild.Qhawewouldstillbehereifitwasn'tfor

her.Wewouldbehappywithourboybutshekilled

him.Sodon'tfeelsorryforher.

Me:doesZolanidothesekillingsonhisown?

Mpendulo:hehaspeopleworkingforhim.

Me:andyou'reokaybeingfriendswithhim?Please

don'tlethiminfluenceyouintojoininghimindoing

thesethings.

Mpendulo:babyrelax.Hewasagangsterbackthen

butnotanymore.Hewasjustdoingmethisfavor.

He'sagoodperson.

Me:ihopeso.



Mpendulo:pleasedon'tworryaboutit.

AtnghtmeandMpendulowereinbedjusttalking

andlaughingwhenweheardaknock.

Mpendulo:letmeopen.

HewentandopenedthedoorandLugotinrunning

tome.Iopenedmyarmsforhim.

Lu:mommycanwesleephere?

Me:youdon'twanttosleepinyourroom?

Aya:wearescared.

He'sheretoo.

Mpendulo:don'tmakenoise.Youwillwakethebaby.

Aya:wewanttoplaywithher.

Me:it'slatenow.Youwillplaytomorrow.Comelets

sleep.

Mpendulo:iwilltakethembacktotheirroomwhen

theyfallasleep.

Me:theyaresocute.



Mpendulo:yougivebirthtocutebabies.Lookat

theireyes.Mommy'seyes.

Me:butIdon'thavebigeyes.

Mpendulo:youdo.Andthatbigforehead.

Me:andyourbighead.

Mpendulo:butyoulovethisbighead.

Me:somuch.

Wefellasleepwiththetwinstalkingnonstop.Their

fatherevenforgottotakethemtotheirroom.Iwoke

upinthemorningandwenttomakebreakfastand

theirlunchboxes.AfteriwasdoneiwokeAyaand

Luandgavethemabath.ThenwenttobathLisa

andgotherready.Theyallcamedownforbreakfast.

Aya:mommywearenotgoingtoschool?

Me:youare.Eatsomommycandriveyou.

Theyweresohappy.Aftertheyweredoneidrove

themtoschoolandwenttomycompanytocheck

howeverythingisgoing.WhenIarrivedtherethe

teamwaspreparingforameeting.Theywereinthe

boardroompreparing.



Me:goodmorning.

Bontle:bosslady.Sogoodtoseeyoutoday.

Me:goodtoseeyoutoo.Iseeeveryoneisbusyhere.

Bob:yes.Wehaveameetingtoday.Thiswillbeour

firstbiggestclientforthisyearifwegetit.

Me:that'sverygood.Ithinkyouguysdeservea

bonus.You'vebeenworkingsohardanddoneso

well.

Bontle:thankyou.Ithoughtyouwerecomingback

nextweek.

Me:yes.Ijustthoughtishouldcomeandseehow

thingsaregoing.Anddon'tworry.Yourjobsare

safe.Thingswillremainastheyare.Iwilljustbein

chargeofthefinancedepartment.

Bob:okaythen.

Me:letmegoandhavecoffee.Iwillsitinonthe

meeting.Justpretendimnotthere.

Igotoutandwenttothekitchenandmadecoffee.I

drankmycoffeeandafterifinishediwenttothe

bathroom.Ididmybusinessandfinishedthen



washedmyhands.

"OhmyGodKea!Ican'tbelievethisisyou."

Me:ohhi.

Womam:don'tsayyou'veforgottenme?

Me:no.Imjustsurprisedtoseeyou.It'sbeenso

long.HowareyouNomsa?

Nomsa:imverygoodandyou?

Me:imgood.

Nomsa:sohowarethingswithRapula?

Me:ohwearenottogetheranymore.

Iknewshewasgoingtofishforsomeinfo.

Nomsa:imsosorry.Whathappened?

Me:thingsjustdidn'tworkout.

Nomsa:ialwaysknewthatguywasnotgoodfor

you.

Shewasrightaboutthat.Ijustnoddedmyhead.

Nomsa:ifonlyTimwasalive.Thepoorguyloved

you.



Me:whatwouldhappenifhewasalive?

Nomsa:imverysureyoutwowouldbetogether.Im

sorrythingsendedwithyouandRapula.You

deservebetter.

Me:sodoyouworkhere?

Nomsa:nodear.Imhereforameeting.It'sstarting

in20minutes.

Me:letmenotkeepyouthen.

Nomsa:argh10minuteswontkillanyone.Iseeyou

havearingonyourfinger.Youdon'twastetime.

Yougetdivorcedandalreadyaremarriedagain.

Me:whatcanisay?Whenyoufallinloveyoucan't

helpit.

Nomsa:that'strue.Howlonghaveyoubeenmarried?

Me:it'sgoingtobeourfifthyearyearinthree

months.

Nomsa:mmh.Mytimeisup.Imsureyouhavework

todo.Letmenotkeepyou.Youmightgetintrouble

withyourboss.



Ismiledandnodded.Shewentoutmodeling.This

woman!Shewillneverchange.Igotoutandwentto

theboardroom.Onmywaytheremyphonerang.

It'sMpendulo.

Me:hellobaby.

Him:sthandwasami.How'severythinggoing?

Me:good.Weareabouttohaveameeting.

Mpendulo:aren'tyoustartingnextweek?

Me:iam.Ijustwanttoseehowthingsaregoing.Is

Thandoalright?

Him:yes.Ijustfinishedgivingherabath.She'snot

evencrying.

Me:that'sgoodbabe.

Him:iwillcomeandfetchyouafteryourmeeting.

Wewilltakeanuber.Leavethecarkeyswiththe

receptionist.

Me:okay.Iloveyou.

Him:iloveyoumore.Seeyousoon.

Hedropped.Iwenttoleavethekeyswiththe



receptionistandwenttotheboardroom.Theywere

abouttostart.

Bontle:youcanwelcomeeveryoneifyoulike.Then

meandtheteamwilldothepresentation.

Me:no.Youdoyourthing.Iwilljustsithere.

TheclientsstartedcominginandNomsawas

amongthosepeople.Weallsatdownandthe

meetingstarted.Theydidtheirrepresentationand

afterthattheclientsaskedtheirquestionsand

everythingwasdone.Weonlyjusthadtowaitfor

theiranswer.Peoplestartedleaving.

Me:welldoneguys.Thatwasagoodpresentation.

Bob:thankyou.Ihavetogonow.Ihaveanother

meetingintown.

Me:goodluck.

IleftandfoundNomsaatreception.

Me:hey.Didmyhusbandfetchthecarkeys?

Receptionist:yes.Hesaidhe'llbewaitingforyouin

thecar.



Me:okay.Thankyou.

IwentoutwithNomsawalkingwithme.

Nomsa:ididn'tknowyouworkhere.

Me:soyoudidn'tdoresearchaboutthecompany

you'regoingtobeworkingwith?

Nomsa:imonlyacoo.Theceohadsomeonedothat.

Me:oh.Ijustcameheretoseehowthingsaregoing.

I'vebeenonabreaktakingcareofmykids.

Nomsa:okay.You'reanaccountanthere?Ilast

heardyouwereworkingatNel.

Me:thisismycompany.

Nomsa:wow!Thegirlswon'tbelievethis.You've

donesowellforyourself.Where'syoursister?Mmh

uh!Bonolo.

Me:she'saround.

"Mama"

Mylittlegirlcomestomerunningandfalling.I

laugh.



Nomsa:youhaveacutebaby.

Me:thankyou

Ipickherupandgotothecar.

Nomsa:itwasnicetoseeyou.

Me:youtoo.Bye.

Myhusbandopenedthedoorformeandwentto

hisside.Hedroveus.

Me:wherearewegoing?

Him:breakfast.Iknowyoudidn'teat.

Me:didsheeat?

Him:yes.Sohowwasthemeeting?

Me:good.Ithinktheywillgetthattender.Improud

ofmyteam.

Him:that'sgoodbews.

Wegottoarestaurantandorderedbreakfastand

ate.

Me:thisisabeautifulplace.Howdidyoufindit?



Him:thisisyourfriend'splace.Ioncecamehere

withZolani.

Me:oh.Ifeellikeacake.Letmegoandorder.For

everyone.

Iwenttothecounterandordered.Ifeltapresence

behindme.Iturnedandlookedattheperson.

Man:sorryforstartlingyou.

Me:areyoufollowingme?Isawyounotsolongago.

Man:whywouldIdothat?

Me:idon'tknow.

Man:imhereforthesamethingasyou.Tobuyfood.

Me:sowhydidyoustandbehindmewhenthereare

othertillshere?

Man:idon'tknow.

Somethingquicklyregisteredinmymind.Ipaidfor

mycakeandaskedtofetchitlater.

Me:stopfollowingmearound.It'screepy.



Ileftbeforehecouldanswerme.

Me:babewecanleave

Him:issomethingwrong?wherejsthecake?

Me:I'llgetitlater.

HegotupandpickedThandoandwewenttoourcar.

Weweredrivinghomenow.

Me:babe,didyouseethatguythatwasstanding

behindme?

Him:yes.That'swhyyoulookedscared

Me:yes.Hehasbeenfollowingme.Ifirstsawhim

wheniwenttothecompanyandnowinthe

restaurant.IthinkAmir'smothersenthim.

Him:no.Maybeyou'rejustscaredandnow

you'relookingforthingstomakesense.

Me:let'shopeso.

Him:andthenannyiscomingbacktoday.

Me:okay.

Him:idon'twantustoworryaboutthekidswhenwe



areatwork.

Me:yeahIagree.

Wegothomeanditwasveryquiet.It'ssodifferent

whenthekidsareatschool.Thehelperwasbusyin

thekitchenandwewenttositinthesittingroom.

Mpendulo:youknowit'ssogoodjusttospendtime

withmywife.Justenjoyingeachother.Iloveyou

baby.

Me:iloveyouKhoza.

Hemovedhisheadtomineandwekissed.Thando

criedhittingus.Welaughedather.Hepickedherup

andkissedher.Shestartedlaughing.Thischild!

Thando:papa

Mpendulo:youseesomeoneisjealous?

Thando:papa

Mpendulo:yesbaby.You'rejealous.Yesyouare

Shelaughed.Wewerenowalllaughing.Thiswas

funtoher.Weheardaknock.



Me:I'llgoandopenforthatperson.Mpendulo:tell

themtogo.Theyaredisturbingus.

Me:lol...

Mpendulo

IheardthreegunshotsamomentafterKhanyisile

wenttothedoor.Myheadstartedspinning.Iranto

thedoorandshewaslyinginapoolofblood.

Me:babewakeup!Baby!Babyplease!

Shewasnotmovingbutthepulsewasstillthere.

Helper:iheardguns...

Me:pleaselookafterThando.Imtakingmywifeto

thehospital

Icouldn'twaitforanambulance.Itwouldbetoo

latebythetimeitarrives.Idrovetointercaresilver

lakes.WhenIgottheretheyadmittedher.

Me:pleasesaveher...



Isatandwaiteduntilthedoctorcame.

Me:anynews?

Dr:she'scriticalbutstable.Wedon'tknowwhat

mighthappeninthenext24hours.Youhavebeen

hereforhours.Gohomeandrest.

Me:afterallthesehoursyouhavenothingtotellme?

Dr:sirwehavemanagedtosaveyourwife.Wewill

callifsomethinghappens.

Ileft.Itwasuselessstayingtherewiththatdoctor

tellingmethingsidon'tevenunderstand.Igot

homeandtookashowerandburnedthebloody

clothesiwaswearing.Icalledherfatherandlethim

knowwhatwasgoingon.

*TOBECONTINUED*

[07/06,19:02] :*STORYOFMY

LIFE:KEATLARETSI*



*CHAPTER25*

Mpendulo

Icouldn'treallysleewithoutjustbeingworried

aboutmywife.Shehasn'tmadeanyprogressand

ontheothersidethekidsareaskingmewhentheir

motheriscomingback.Thetwinsarealwayscrying

thinkingsheleftagainandshewon'tcomeback.

Herfatheristheonewhoisstronginthis.The

personwhoshotherreallyisaprofessional.Noone

sawanythingandthesecuritiesdidn'tseehim.

Mzwakhe:manyouhavetobestrongforyourwife.

Me:ishouldhavebelievedherwhenshetoldme

someguywasfollowingher.Andithoughtitwas

justacoincidencethattheywereatthesameplace

atthesametime.

Mzwakhe:wherelastdidsheseethisperson?He

mightleadustotheshooter.

Me:atLerato'srestaurantinPretoriaNorth.She

thoughtitwasthoseTurkishpeopleandididn't



believeher!

Mzwakhe:itmightbethem.EvenBonolohasbeen

receivingstrangecallsinthemiddleofthenight.

MaybeKhanyisile'sshootingwasjustawarning.

Me:thosepeoplewantedtokillher.Threebullets!

Mzwakhe:weshouldgetsecuritiesinherward.

Mabutho:weallknowwhattheproblemishere.

Bonoloistheproblem.She'stheonetheyare

lookingfor.Whydon'tyoulethergo?

Mzwakhe:usoyahlanya?Andwhyareyouputting

yourselfinthis?

Mabutho:BonoloisjustagirlfriendandKhanyisileis

ourbrother'swife.

Mzwakhe:ithoughtshewasn'taKhozawife

material?Angithithat'swhatyousaidwhenyou

kickedheroutofherhouse?

Me:canwepleasestopfighting?Weareallworried

hereandnooneisatfault.Bonoloissoongoingto

bemarriedinthisfamilyandshe'sthemotherof

ourlittleboysoMabuthostopthisman.



Mabutho:iknewshewouldbetroublewhenshe

sleptwithhimbeforebreakingupwiththepoorguy

first.Who'stosayshewon'tcheatonhimtoo?

InaspeedofalightMzwakhewasalreadyupand

slappedMabutho.Ileftthemthere.Idon'thaveto

dealwiththis.Idrovetothehospitaltoseehow

everythingis.Luckilywhenigotthereitwasstill

visitinghours.Iwenttoherroomandthatboywas

theretalking.Ilistenedtohimtalkingabouttheir

childhood.Theirlifetogetherandhowmuchhe

lovesher.Itwasreallyannoyingme.Iwentin.

Rapula:ohididn'tseeyouthere.

Me:nowyou'veseenme.Getout.Whatdoyouthink

youaredoing?

Rapula:imnotheretofightwithyou.Imhereas

someonewhocaresforher.2loveherandiwon't

everstop.Soihavetobehereforher.

Me:yourtimeinherlifeisup.Acceptthat.

Rapula:imnotgoinganywhere.It'sactuallyyour

faultthatshe'slyinghere.Ifit'snotyoucheatingon

herit'syourmistresstryingtokillher.Yesiknow.



Sodon'tactlikeyou'reasaint.

Me:getout.

Rapula:thetruthhurtshuh?You'reworsethanme.

Andifshediesnowthatit'syourfault.Nxa!

Afterthathekissedhercheakandsaid"iloveyou"

thenleft.Suchdisrespect!Thedoctorcameand

checkedonher.

Me:howisshedoing?

Dr:she'srespondingverywell.She'sbreathingon

herownnow.Weeventookoffthemachines.Now

weonlywaitforhertowakeup.

Me:willshebefinewhenshewakesup?

Dr:withthewayshe'srecoveringimverysureshe

willbefine.Youhavenothingtoworryabout.By

tomorrowshewillbeup.

Me:thankyou.

Itookachairandsatthereuntilvisitinghourswere

over.Iwentbackhomeanddecidedtogoto

Lerato'shouse.Ifoundherwithherhusband.



Chris:hi.How'syourwifedoing?

Me:she'sgettingthere.Thedoctorthinksshemight

wakeuptomorrow.

Lerato:that'sverygood.

Me:yes.That'swhyimhere.Leratoiwantedtoask

ificangetthefootageofyourrestaurantontheday

mywifegotshot.

Chris:why?Ismywifeintrouble?

Me:no.Notatall.Thepersonwhomightleadusto

theshooterwasfollowingus.Hestartedfollowing

herathercompany.Whenwefottotherestaurant

forbreakfastshesawhimandconfrontedhimand

hedeniedthathewasfollowingher.Wethinkit's

someTurkishpeopleafterhersisterandtheyshot

herasawarning.Sowewanttoshowthefootage

tothepolice.

Lerato:ofcourse.Anythingtohelp.Letmegoand

callthemanagerandlethimknow.

Chris:no.Don'tdothat.Whatifthatguygottohim

andbribedhimintowipingitoffwhensomeone



startssuspecting?Wemustgotherewithout

anyoneknowing.Thenwemightfindsomething.I

willgowithhim.

Lerato:okay.Besafe.

Chris:iloveyou.

Lerato:iloveyou.

Wewenttomycar.Idroveusandonthewaywe

weretalking.

Me:yourrelationshipwithyourwifeissogood.Hiw

doyoudoit?

Chris:it'salotofworkman.Wewentthroughalotto

bewhereweare.

Me:maybeit'sbecauseIgotmarriedverylate.I

seemtobedoingthewrongthings.I'vehurtthat

womansomuchandsheforgaveme.Shealways

believeinus.

Chris:youseethatislove.

Me:inthefouryearswe'vebeenmarriedshenever



hurtme.Imtheonlyonewho'salwaysdoingthat.

Chris:ihurtmywifebeyondrecognition.Oneofmy

excameandsaidshe'spregnantjustafterwe'd

gottenmarried.BeforewegotmarriedLeratogot

kidnappedandihadanaffairwiththatwoman.

Turnedoutshegotpregnantandsaidthechildis

mine.Leratofoundoutonthenightofourwedding.

Shefelthurt.Wantedtoleaveme.Allthebadthings

kepthappening.Butwhatscaredmewaswhenshe

reallyleft.Twoyears.Thatwasthemostmiserable

timeofmylife.Thenwefixedthings.Ipromised

myselfidon'twantanylifewithoutheranymore.I

promisedtochange.Iputworkontochanginghowi

was.Ichanged.Formyfamily.Ihadtoorelsei

wouldhavelosttheloveofmylife.Youhaveagood

wife.Someonewouldn'thavestayedwithsomeone

whohas3kidsbutshe'sstillhere.Dorightbyher.

Letyouractionsspeakandnotyourwords.Show

herthatyouhavechanged.

Me:youknowthetimethatthewomanihadan

affairwithkilledourson,strangledhimtodeathand

switchedoffthemachines...iwasreallysureshe



wasgoingtoleaveandneverlookback.Butshe

showedmehowmuchshelovedme.Andthis

happens.

Chris:it'sgoodthatyouwantthepolicetohelp.You

shoulddistanceyourselffromZolani.

Me:don'tyougetalongwithhim?

Chris:itoleratehispresenceonlyforthesakeofmy

wife.Whokidnapstheirownsisterandhaveher

abused?Yestheydidn'tknoweachotherbut

anyonecantellthattheyareofthesameblood.

Theylookalike.Thatmanisdangerous.Becareful

ofhim.Imnotsayingstopbeingfriendswithhim.

Yesionceworkedforthemostfearedgangstersin

thecountrybutiwasjustadoctorthere.Zolanikills

people.

IthoughtaboutwhenhesaidhewouldkillLiloca.

Chris:iknowhecanfindthatguyinlessthana

weekbutbecareful.Allthethingsthathe'sdoing

foryouonedayhe'llexpectyoutopayhimback.

Me:thankyoufortellingme.Mywifetoldmenotto

betooclosetohimorhemightinfluencemeandi



thoughtshewasexaggerating.

Chris:she'sright.Ihopeyoulistentoher.

Wegottotherestaurantbutunfortunatelythere

wasnofootageofthatman.Hemighthave

temperedwiththecamerasbeforehewentin.

Drovebackhomeanditwasachaos.Ididn'tleave

thekidsherebutIknowit'sthembecauseofthe

noise.IgetinandfindthetwinssittingwithThando

andNatty.NattyandThandoarecryingabdthe

boysareeating.

Me:whyaretheycrying?

Aya:theywantourfood.

Me:whydon'tyougivethem?

Lu:no.Gogowillgivethemtheirfood.

Mymomcomeswithaplate.

Me:momididn'tknowyouarehere.

Mom:iknewthere'snoonehelpingyouhere.Soi

hadtocome.Howareyou?



Me:imtryingtolive.

Lu:where'smommy?

Heistheonewhogivesmetroublealotcryingfor

hismother.He'ssoattachedtoher.

Mom:she'sinhospital.

Aya:she'ssick?

Me:yes.Butshe'llbebacksoon.Thedoctorsaid

thatshe'sbetter.

Lu:canigowithyouandseeher?

Me:tomorrow.Nowinishyourfood.Momwhereare

theothers?

Mom:doingtheirhomeworks.Imgoingbackhome

tomorrow.Iwantedtoaskificouldtakethetwins

andThandowith.Sothatyoudon'tstrugglewith

them.

Me:okay.Imgoingtoliedown.

Justasimabouttoclosethedoorit'spushed.Two

headspeakin.

Me:comein.Whatareyoudoinghere?



Aya:weareheretoliedown.

Ilaugh.Thesekidsaresomethingelse.Igetinto

bedwiththem.

Me:youwanttowatchtv?

Lu:yes.Wewanttosleephere.

Me:okay.Don'tmakenoise.

Aya:youaresadbaba?Don'tbesad.Mommywill

comehome.

Me:imnotsad.

Lu:youare.Lookatyoureyes.Youhavetears

Lu:daddymendon'tcry.

Me:imnotcrying.

"Koko."

ThedooropenedandLisacamein.

Lisa:dadimissedyou.

Me:imissedmygirltoo.Comeandsleepwithus.

Lisa:howismom?



Me:she'sgettingbetter.Tomorrowwewillvisither.

Lisa:ican'twaittoseeher.

BONOLO

MpendulojustcalledandsaidKeatlaretsiwokeup.I

lefteverythingthatiwasdoinganddrovetothe

hospital.Imhappyshe'sawake.WhenIgottherei

foundRapulastandingnexttothedoorofherward.

Me:Rapulaobatlangfa?

Rap:emanyanatlhe.Imjustheretocheckonher.

Me:wellasyoucanseeherhusbandisinthere.

Howmanytimesmustitellyoutostayawayfrom

her?

Rap:onlyhercantellmethat.

Me:she'salreadydonethatbutyoudon'tseemto

getit.

Rap:Bonoloyoudon'tgetitokay?Iloveyoursister

andiknowshelovesme.There'snodenyingthat.



Me:ifthatwassixyearsbackiwouldbelieveit.

Lookatthem.Ifwhatyousaidwastrueitwouldbe

youintherelaughingandsmilingwiththeirkids.

Butbecauseofyourcriminalwaysyouruinedit.

Nowacceptitandstopthis.Youseehowhappyshe

us?Ihopeyoudon'truinitforher.Heleavesandi

getintotheward.

Me:dumelang.

Kea:hey.It'sgoodtoseeyou.ItfeelslikeI'vebeen

goneforyears.

Me:itreallyfeltlikeit...Keaimreallysorrythatyou

got...

Mpendulo:babe!wouldyoulikemetobuysomething

foryou?Somethingtoeat?

Rea:yes.I'msohungry.

Mpendulo:okay.BonolocanItalktoyou?

Kea:babeyoucantalktoherhere.

Mpendulo:okay.Bonolothedoctorsaidwemustnot

talktoheraboutwhathappened.Shedoesn't

remember..soshemustrememberwhathappened



onherown.Itwillhappen.Andyou'renotatfault

okay?Youhavenothingtobesorryabout.etmego

getyourfoodbabe.

Hetookthekidswith.

Me:imsohappyyouwokeup.Imsureyourdadwill

behappytoseeyou.He'sbeenhereeversince.

Kea:heishappy.Hewashere.Hesaidgewillcome

backlater.

IthasbeenaweeksinceKeatlaretsiwas

discharged.Thingsarenotsowellbecauseshe

refusestotalk.Soherandherhusbandhaven't

beenexactlygettingalong.Andwhataddedtothe

fuelisthefactthatKeatlaretsiwantstogotowork

eventhoughshe'snot100%recovered.Nowher

husbandhastakenheroutjusttoclearhermind

beforetheyleavefortheirfamilyvacation.Hetook

hertotherooftopcare.

Him:areyoufine?

Her:yesimgood.Thankyoufortakingmeout.I



knowI'vebeenanag.Imsorry.

Him:areyougoingtotellmewhathappenedthat

day?

Her:okayIwilltellyou.Thepersonwhoshotme

isn'ttheonewhowasfollowingme.It'sThat

Turkishwoman'sgoon.Hesaidit'sawarningfor

mysistertotakethemserious.Babythosepeople

willkillmysister.That'swhyIdidn'ttellher.Idon't

wanttostressher.Iwanthertofocusonher

weddingthenshewilldecidewhattodo.

Him:imsosorry.Ifiknewwhattodoaboutthisi

would.

Her:doyouthinkZolanicanhelp?

Him:don'ttalkaboutthatnameagain.Chriswarned

meabouthim.Hemightmakemepayforallthe

favorshedoesforme.Orforcemetojoinhis

criminalactivities.Turnsouthehasn'tquit.

Her:yeahyou'reright.Weshouldstayawayfrom

him.

Him:imissedyousomuchmywife.Youknow



whenyouwerefightingforyourlifeisawmylife

almostending.iwouldn'tsurvivewithoutyou.It

showedmejusthowmuchyoumeantome.Ilove

you.Everydaymyloveincreasesforyou.You'remy

lifeKhanyisile.Theloveofmylife.

Her:you'llmakemecry.Thankyouforchoosingme.

Andipromisetobewithyouallthedaysofourlives.

Youshowedmetruelove.Andforthatiwillalways

loveyoubaby.

Heheldherhandsandkissedthem.

Voice:fancyseeingyouhere.

Her:hi.It'sgoodtoseeyouagain.

Nomsa:iheardaboutyourshooting.Sosorry.

Her:wheredidyouhearaboutit?

Noma:hau!Emaphepheni.Phelawenayou'reatop

businesswomanandmarriedtoatopbusinessman.

Her:what?

Noma:we'rehappyyou'realivefriend.Kidwawhy

didn'tyousayukuthiyougotyourselfamkhulibae?



Her:notthatit'sanyofyourbusiness.Butwhy

wouldItellyou?

Nomsa:we'reyourfriends.

Her:ohididn'tknow.Ifyou'llexcuseus.Meandmy

Mkhulubaearebusy.

Noma:buthe'snotbadforagrandpaahame.He

looks40orsomething.Youwouldn'tmistakenhim

tobe55.

Nomsa:girlyoubetterhelpusgetcontracts!

Him:ladiespleaseexcuseus.Wearehavinglunch

andyou'redisturbingus.Youbeingheredoesn'tsit

wellwithmywifeabdidon'tlikeitwhenshe'supset.

Noma:byemkhulubae.

Kealookedatthemastheyleft.

Her:somethingswillneverchange.

Him:youknowthem?

Her:yeah.Wewerefriendsinvarsity.

Him:ohtheonesyoutoldmeabout.Tellmebabe.

Youreallydon'tmindmyage?



Her:youragedoesn'tbotherme.Peoplewillalways

talk.Let'ssayitwasa55yearoldwomandatinga

34yearoldmantheywouldstilltalk.Soitdoesn't

botherme.Iloveyouandyoulovemesowhere's

theproblem?None.

Him:imsoluckytohaveyou.Buttobehonest

friendslikethosearenotgood.

Her:that'swhyidistancedmyself.SomePeopleare

justnotmeanttobeinyourlife.Alltheydoisdrag

youdown.Theyjudgeeverythingyoudoand

nothingyoudoiseverright.Theywillmakeyoufeel

likeyou'renothingwithoutthem.Andthat'snottrue

atall.

Aftertheyweredonewiththeirlunchtheywent

backhome.Keastartedtogetthingsreadyfor

tomorrow.Thekidswereonholidaysotheywere

goingwiththem.

Lisa:mommywherearewegoing?Ihopeyouare

notleavingus.

Kea:wearegoingonavacation.It'sschoolholidays



soweareallgoingtogether.

Lisa:really?Thankyoumommy.Youarethebest!I

hopewe'renotgoingtoNigeria.

Kea:lolwhy

Lisa:idon'twantLeseditoseeme.Angithiyenashe

leftmethattime.Wemustgosomewhere.

Kea:you'recrazyyouknowthat

Lisa:imseriousmom.Ifweseeherthereshewill

wanttofollowus.Shemustalsogetboredwithout

melikeididwithouther.Shemustpayfornotgoing

withme.

Kea:whymustshegowithyou?

Lisa:she'smyfriend!Shemustgoeverywherewith

melikeyoudowithhermother.

Kea:ommerekowena.Anywaydaddysaidweare

goingtoDubai.

Lindani:reallyma?I'veneverbeenthere.Justread

aboutit.

Kea:I'vealsoneverbeentherebutit'sbeautiful.We



willenjoyourselves.Thenwegotothestates.We

cangotoDisneylandandvisitalotofplaces.

Mnqobi:momyou'rethebest.Ican'twaitforusto

leave!

Kea:youshouldthankdad.He'stheonedoingall

thisforus.

MpendulogotinwithThando.Thetwinswerenot

evenlistening.Theywerejustplayingtheirgames.

Mpendulo:andwhatdiddaddydo?

Mnqobi:you'retakingusonvacation.Thankyoudad.

Mpendulo:twinsareyouhappyforourvacation?

Twins:yes/no.

Mpendulo:whynotAyanda?

Aya:whowilllookafterourhouse?

Mpendulo:gogowillbehere.Weareallgoing.Even

mommy.

Aya:okayifmommyisgoingthenimgoing.

Lindani:whyareyoutwomommy'sboys?



Lisa:what'swrongwiththat?Imalsoamommy's

girl...andadaddy'sgirltoo.

Lindani:that'swhywewillleaveyoubehind.

Lisa:mybagisalreadypacked.Imgoing.Imnot

sleepingtonightoryoumightleaveme.Idon'ttrust

youanymore.

Lu:canwetakeourtoyswith?

Mnqobi:youcanbuynewtoysthere.

Twins:yeesss!

Lu:doyouthinkwhenwegototheparkssnakewill

biteus?

Mnqobi:no.Wehaveourbigbrother.Hewillprotect

us.

Aya:yohilovehavingabigbrother.Hecanprotect

us.

Lisa:ialsolovehavingabigbrother.Butidon'tlike

itwhenyouallgooutandleaveme.

Lindani:butThandoisherewithyou.

Lisa:no.Shedoesn'tgoout.She'sboring.



Thando:Lisano.

Lisa:shesaidmyname.

Theylaughedather.

Lu:Lu

Thando:Luuu.Papalu

Mpendulo:mybabycantalk.Youknowshe'snot

boring.

Kea:babetheyaresocutehle

Mpendulo:yeah.Godblesseduswithbeautifulkids.

Hey...don'tcry.Qhaweishappywhereheis.He's

restinginpeace.

Kea:you'reright.

BONOLO

Me:babelookatThando.She'ssocute.

Mzwakhe:what'ssocuteabouthercrying?I

wouldn'tletmysonwalkthere.Whatifthatglass

breakandshefalls?



Me:babethatglassflooristoostrong.AndLisais

laughing.

Mzwakhe:thatcrazygirl.Imsureshewaslaughing

atthebabycrying.Idon'tknowwhoshetakesafter.

She'scrazy.

Me:andfunnytoo.Andshetalksalotforsomeone

herage.

Mzwakhe:actuallysheisonanotherlevel.

Me:theylookhappyandenjoyingthemselves.

Mzwakhe:yeah.Lookatthetwins.Theyarereally

happy.2justhopenothingwilleverendthis

happinessforthem.Theydeservethishappiness.

Me:whichiswhyimgoingtotakecareofthethreat.

Mzwakhe:whatdoyoumean?

Me:immeetingAmirandhismother.Iwanttoput

anendtothis.

Mzwakhe:awuyindawo.Thosepeopleare

dangerous.

Me:Amirisnotlikehisentirefamily.Hismother



doesn'tknowhe'sgoingtobepresent.Babeiknow

she'sresponsibleforKea'sshooting.

Mzwakhe:ithoughtyoudon'ttalktothisAmir

anymore?

Me:icalledtheircompanyandscheduledameeting

withhimandhismotheraltogether.Theydon't

knowit'sme.

Mzwakhe:imgoingwithyou.Ican'tletyougoalone.

Me:imtheonewhocausedallthis.Ihavetofixit.

Mzwakhe:okaybutthatAmirbetterkeephis

distance.Idon'twanthimclosetomywife.Ihope

heseesthisring.

Me:baberelax.

Afterourlobolonegotiationswewenttosignin

courtandhadthetraditionalweddingbeforeKea

left.Nowmyhusbandcan'tstoptalkingabouthow

wearenowmarried.Hisphonerang.

Mzwakhe:hello.Yes.Aowthat'sgoodnewsnje?

Youknowwhat!?Ihopeyoudidn'ttellherthat!

Whatkindofpersonareyou?Forsevenyears



you'vebeentryingandnowyou'relikethis?Calm

downandjustkeepyourcool.Imcomingthere.

Now!

Hehungupandsighed.

Me:what'swrong?

Mzwakhe:it'sthatidiotMabutho.

Me:reallybabe?

Mzwakhe:what?Whatdoyouwantmetosay?He's

anidiot.

Me:whatdidhedo?

Mzwakhe:they'vebeenmarriedfor8yearsand

tryingforababyforsevenyears.Nowthatshe's

finallypregnanthethinksshecheated.Whodoes

that?Heshouldbehappybutnowhe'sfreakingout.

Me:youshouldgothereandtalktohimbeforehe

sayssomethingstupidandlosehiswife.

Mzwakhe:youstillcareabouthim?Afterwhathe

saidaboutyou?

Me:he'sfamily.AndwhywouldIhatehim?Hewas



right.Iwasjustagirlfriendtoyou.

Mzwakhe:ifigetthereandheactsstupidhewill

knowme.Iwillteachhimalessonhewillnever

forgetinhislife.

Me:youloveyoursiblingshey?You'reagood

brother.

Mzwakhe:butsometakethatforgranted.Iwould

understandifitwasKhanyobutMabuthoagrown

man?Heshouldgrowup.

Me:babemaybeitstressedhim.Youseewhatthis

means?Mpendulotheonethattheyalwaysruntois

nothereandthefirstpersonhecallsisyou.This

meanshelooksuptoyou.It'sagoodthingthatyou

alltrustoneanother.Goandtalktohim.Hemight

beworriedfornothing.

Mzwakhe:you'reright.LookatLwandlelisteningto

us.Thisboywillgossip.

Me:ithinkhewantstogetoutofhiscotbuthe

doesn'tknowhowto.

Mzwakhe:shameinganeyam.



Lwandle:mama

Heraisedhishandsupandwelaughed.Itookhim

outandsatonthebed.

Me:he'ssoheavy.

Mzwakhe:he'sgrowing.Ineverthoughthewould

reachthisstage.

Me:imjustthankfulthatyouwerewithmeallthe

way.Iwouldn'thavesurvivedalone.Himbeingsick

andmepanicking.Yiureallyhelped.

Mzwakhe:IloveyouBonoloKhoza.

Me:iloveyouMzwakheKhoza.

*TOBECONTINUED*

[07/06,19:03] :*STORYOFMY
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BONOLO

IdrivetotheplacewhereiwillbemeetingAmirand

hismother.Ichoseapublicplace.Icannevertrust

thatwoman.Idrivethereandarrivejustintime.But

unfortunatelyIhavetowaitforthosetwotoarrive.

Finallytheyarriveandlookaround.Theydon'tknow

it'smethattheyaremeeting.Iraisemyhandand

themotherisdumbstruck.She'ssurprisedtosee

me.Theycometowhereimsitting.

Amir:areyoutheonewearemeeting?

Me:yes.Iknowyouwerethinkingthisisabusiness

meeting.

A.mom:whatdidyoucallusherefor?

Me:ithinkwebothknowwhyIcalledyou.Youcana

seat.

Amir:it'sgoodtoseeyou.It'sbeenlong.

Ismileandnod.

A.mom:youdidn'tcallusheretosmileatusright?

Me:you'reright.Amiriknowwhatididtoyouisbad.

Andiamsorry.Iwaswrong.



Amir:ithoughtwe'vemovedonfromthat?

Me:notatall.Imayhavemovedonbutitseemslike

yourfamilyhasn't.

Amir:whatdoesmyfamilyhavetodowiththis?

Me:yourmotherisstillangryoverwhathappened.

Mastayawayfrommyfamily.Comingaftermy

familywillnotmakemecomebacktoyourson.

Yourthreatswillnotworkonme.

Amir:whatthreats?

Me:yourmotherthreatenedmesayingishouldlieto

youandsaythevabythatIwaspregnantwithis

yoursorshewouldkillme.Ihadtorunandhide

becauseshehadpeoplelookingforme.Asifthat's

notenoughjustafewweeksbackshesent

someonetoshootmysister.

A.mom:what!?

Me:ohyesiknowitwasyou.Unfortunatelyforyou

shedidn'tdie.Shemayhavebeeninacomabut

she'sperfectlyfine.Stopgoingafterherandface

medirectly.Imnotscaredofyounkoko.Tryyour



stuntsagainandisweartherewillbehelltopay.

Youdon'tknowme.

A.mom:youmademysonafoolandthoughtyou

arestillgoingtopayforit.Iwon'tstopuntilyouand

yourfamilypay.

Me:ifeelsosorryforyouAmirtohaveamotherlike

this.

A.mom:ohmanyourdearAmirisn'tasinnocentas

youthink.

Amir:mom!

A.mom:what?Didyoutellheryouhadawomanat

homewaitingforyouwhileyouwereabouttomarry

her?Goon.Tellher.

Ilookedathimandhelookeddown.

A.mom:youbetterwatchyourself.Youhaveacute

baby.Somethingmighthappentohim.

Myphonerang.

Me:hello.Yes...thankyou.Iwilldefinitelyreportfor

dutyonMonday.Thankyou.



...

A.mom:andtellyoursistertobecareful.Imightjust

payheravisitandfinishherthistime.

Me:idon'thavetimetodealwiththis.Ihavetogo

andcelebratemynewjob.

A.mom:yougotajob?

Me:ohyes.Youthoughtgivingabadreference

aboutmewouldworkalways?Notthistime.

A.mom:enjoythislittlehappinesswhileitstilllasts.

Youwillneverbehappyforaslongasimalive.

Me:believemeyoudon'twannatakemeon.Justtry

andyouwillknowme.

Amir:Bonolowhere'sthatsweetwomaniknow?

Whendidyouturntothis?

Me:idon'tknow.Maybesinceyourmotherwanted

tokillmeandmysister.Anywayhaveagoodday.

Andknowthis,don'ttrysomethingthatyou'regoing

toregret.

Afterthatiwentbackhome.WhenIarrivedthere

werecarsoutsideandiknewhisbrotherswerehere.



Igotinandgreetedthem.

Mzwakhe:babewewerejustwaitingforyou.

Me:ohokay.

Mzwakhe:wearegoingoutsoIwantedtowaitsoi

canleaveLwandle.

Me:okaybaby.Havefun.

Mabutho:MaKhozadidyouhearthatimgoingtobe

afather?

Me:yes.Congratulations.

Mabutho:manican'tbelieveit'shappening.

Mzwakhe:we'releavingnowbaby.Iwillseeyou

whenicomeback.

IcleanaroundthehousewhileLwandleisstill

sleeping.Iknowhe'llwantmyattentionwhenhe

wakesup.Ifinishcleaningthenstartbaking.My

motherinlawaskedmetobakeforherassheis

comingontheweekend.Shelovessconesandi

knowialwayshavetobakeforherwhenshevisits.



Whileimstillbusybakingifeelhandstouchingme

onmylegs.Howdidheknowwheretofindme?I

lefthimsleepinginthelounge.

Me:mybabyyouareup.Didyoumissmommy

today?Cosimissedmyboy.

Ikisshimandhegiggles

Me:ohyoumissedme?Iloveyoumybaby.mcaa

Iputthepotsonthestoveandstartcookingwhilei

bakeontheotherside.Igowithmyboytothe

loungeandtakehisfeedinghighchair.Igivehim

hisformulaandcontinuewithwhatiwasdoing.As

imtakingoutthefirstbatchofsconesmyphone

rings.It'sMpendulo.What'sgoingon?

Me:hello.

Mpe:hey.Sorryifimdisturbingyou.

Me:noyou'renot.

Mle:howareyou?

Me:imgoodandyou?



Mpe:good.Icalledaboutyoursister.Canyou

pleasetryandtalktoher?Shecan'tstopcryingand

idon'tknowwhattodo

Me:whathappened?

Mpe:nothingbad.I'vetriedbutshewon'tstop

crying.

Me:okay.WecanFaceTimeandI'lltryandtalkto

her.Areyouback?

Mpe:yes.Wearrivedyesterday.

HecutsthecallandweFaceTime.

Me:Keatlaretsiwhyareyoucrying?

Kea:impregnantagain.

Mpendulo:you'repregnant!?

Me:isthatwhyyouarecrying?Ithoughtsomeone

died.

Kea:youdon'tunderstand.Mylifeisover.Ifeellike

imababymakingmachine!

Me:ohsorrybutdon'tfeellikethat.Imeanyoucan

affordtotakecareofthatbaby.Youhaveyour



husbandtohelpandhe'lltakecareofyouandthat

baby.

Kea:howdidthishappen?Iwasoncontraceptives!

Me:thesethingshappenokay?Youshouldbehappy

now.

Kea:butIalwaysfeellikecrying.

Me:youknowwhat?Comeandvisitmetomorrow.

Theothersarealsocoming.

Kea:youalwaysknowhowtocalmmedown.Ilove

youokay?Iloveyousomuch.

Me:iloveyoutoo.Nowstopcrying.

Kea:imhurtokay?Thismeansiwon'tgobackto

workanytimesoon.

Me:yourcompanywontrun.Itwillalwaysbethere.

Youcangobackafteryougivebirth.It'snotlike

someonewillfireyou.

Kea:iguessyouareright.

Me:yesiam.Seeyoutomorrow.



KEATLARETSI

Wearenowbackfromourholiday.Ireallyhadfun

withmylittlefamily.Ifeltloved.Myhusband

spoilednesomuch.Ican'tevenexplain.

Mpendulo:babeI'llbeinthestudyifyouneedme.

Me:pleasetellOratiletohurrywiththaticecream.

Mpendulo:it'sthelasttimeyou'rehavingicecream

Me:it'snotgoingtomakethebabysickhawu.

Mpendulo:mybabywillbecd.

Me:okaydaddy.Wehearyou.

Mpendulo:ngiyak'thandanehmami?

Me:namingiyak'thanda.

HeleavesandOratilearriveswithouricecream.He

waswithusonourvacation.Iaskedhismotherif

hecouldjoinusandsheagreed.Ilovethisboy.

Eversinceimethimmyloveforhimkeepsgrowing.

Ora:areyoufine?



Me:yes.Imgoingtomissyou.

Ora:iwillmissyoutoo.Ihadfunspendingtimewith

you.

Me:metoo.Butdon'tworry.NextholidayskaJunei

willfetchyou.Ican'tbelieveyou'releaving

tomorrow.

Ora:iloveyou.

Ne:iloveyoutoo.AndThandowillcrywhenyou

leave.

Ora:doyouthinkishouldgowithher?

Me:andshewillalsocryifshedoesn'tseeher

mommyanddaddy.

Ora:aahshedoesn'tknowwhatshewants

Me:lol.Let'seatouricecreambeforeitmelts.

Afterdinnerweallwenttoourrooms.Iwenttotake

ashowerandgotreadyforbed.Thedooropened.

Mpendulocameinandproceededtothebathroom.

Iheardtheshowerrunningsoiconcludedhe's



showering.Ifinishedputtinglotionthenputonmy

silkPJs.Igotunderthecovers.SoonMpendulo

camebackandstartedtoputlotiononhisbody.I

gotupandwenttostandbehindhim.

Me:babeimsorry.

Mpendulo:sorry?

Me:yeah.Forblamingyouformebeingpregnant.I

shouldn'thavesaidthat.

Mpendulo:ihadforgottenaboutthat.Comehere.

Isatonhislap.

Mpendulo:whatididn'tlikeisyoucrying.Itwasasif

someonedied.Idon'tlikeitwhenyoucry.You

scaredme.

Me:imsorry.It'sjustthatimscared.Idon'tknow

whatwillhappen.Whatifthisbabydiestoo?

Mpendulo:sthandwasamiourbabydidn'tdie.There

wasnothingwrongwithhim.Hewaskilled.This

onewilllive.It'sagoodthingthatmurdererwas

deniedbail.She'sgoingtorotinjail.Noonewilldo

anythingtoourbaby.



Me:whataboutthepeoplewhoshotme?

Mpendulo:don'tworryaboutthat.It'stakencareof.

Me:ihopeyoudidn'taskforzolani'shelp.

Mpendulo:no.Canwegotobednow

Me:mmh.

Mpendulo:comeletssleep.Wehaveabusyday

tomorrow.We'vebeeninvitedtoagaladinner.

Me:really?Whereisit?

Mpendulo:aroundPretoriaWest.Don'tworry.You

boughtclothesonourvacation.I'msureyouwill

findsomethingtowear.Andpicksomethingforme

too.

Me:okaybaby.Butwon'tyoubetiredwhenyou

comebackfromRustenburg?

Mpendulo:loveidrivefromheretokznandstillnot

feeltired.What's+-2hours?

Me:ifyousayso.

Mpendulo:letmetellyousomething.Icanseethat

youarestillscaredofsomething.Impromisingyou



now.Nothingwilleverhappentoyouaslongasim

here.Iwilltakecareofyou.Iwillprotectyou.Ijust

wantyoutobelieveinme.Iwillprotectyoufrom

anything.Iwon'tletanyonetouchyou.

Me:wellibelievethat.ButwhathappenswhenIgo

outwithoutyou?

Mpendulo:sthandwasamiasiyekelento.Youwon't

goanywherewithoutmeknowingwhereyouare.

Me:iloveyousomuch.Goodnight.

Mpendulo:goodnightmami.

Isnuggledclosertohimasheheldme.

Thefollowingday

WhenIwokeuphewasalreadygone.Heleftanote

thathetookthekidswith.Whichmeansimallalone

here.Itookashowerandcleanedmybedroomthen

drovetoNolo'splace.Igotthereandtheguardbat

thegateopenedforme.iwentinsideandicouldn't

seeher.



Me:Bonoloareyouhere?

"Yes!Imcoming."

Me:imhungry.Whatdidyoumake?

Nolo:you'reluckyicookedaverybigbreakfastjust

beforeMzwakheleft.Orelseyou'dstartslavingin

thatkitchennow.

Me:thankGod.

Nolo:youlooksobeautiful.Iseeyouhadagood

timeonthevacation.

Me:verygoodtime.Ienjoyedspendingtimewithmy

husbandandkids.Itwassogood.SometimesI

eventhinksomethingbadwillhappen.

Nolo:enjoyyourlifeandstopbeingnegative.

Nothingwillhappen.Yourhusbandlovesyou.

Me:iknow.Letmegogetthatfood.

Nolo:don'ttouchthesconesinthebluebucket.

Takefromthecontainersifyouwant.

Me:whynottheonesinthebucket?

Nolo:theyareforMa.She'sonherwayhere.



Me:okay.

Iservemyselfandgobacktothelounge.

Nolo:sowhere'sThando?

Me:she'salwayswithherfatherthatone.Theytook

Oratilehome.

Nolo:whydidn'tyougowiththem?

Me:nekelapile.

Nolo:Keatlaretsiobuamaka.Godiragalang?

Me:okayidon'twanttoseemystepmother.And

peopletalkthere.Youknowthis.

Nolo:tlogelagoitirangwanakea.She'syourfather's

wifeandshe'snotgoinganywhere.Justputeffort

intoyourrelationshipwithher.Lekatlhemma.O

kaselatlhegelwikesepe.

Me:idon'thateherbutijustcan'tconnectwithher.

Iwishmymotherwasalive.

Nolo:andyouthinkshe'stakingyourmother'splace.

Me:yeah.She'sagoodpersonbutIcan'tcometo

termswithherbeingmymother'sreplacement.



EverytimeItryifeellikeimbetrayingmymother.

Nolo:takeitstepbystep.Imsureyourmother

wouldbehappythatyourfatherhasfound

someonewhomakeshimhappy.

Me:maybeyouareright.

Nolo:iknowiam.

Me:okayI'llgiveherachance.Whydoyoualways

havetoberight?

Nolo:imyoursister.Whowilltellyourightfrom

wrongifidon't?

Me:mmh.Thisfoodisdelicious!

Nolo:yesterdayIwenttomeetAmirandhismother.

Me:reallyBonolo?Aren'tyouscaredofthem?

Nolo:no.Herlifeisinmyhandsandshedoesn't

evenknowit.Onewrongmovefromnowonits

overforher.Letmeshowyousomething.I'llbeback

justnow.

Shewentupstairsandcamebackwithafile.

Nolo:ididn'tevenshowmyhusbandthis.I'm



showingyoubecauseitrustyoumorewithmylife.

I'llgiveyoucopiesandyou'llhidethemwhereno

onewillfindthem.Ifsomethinghappenstomeyou

takethemtothepoliceandthepeopleinvolved.

Me:thatsoundsdangerous.

Nolo:imjustsayingjustincase.

Me:huh!Bonolowheredidyougetthis?

Nolo:ioverheardthatwomantalkingandigotthe

informationinheroffice.Shedoesn'tknowihaveit.

Me:oitlhokomele.Youdon'tknowwhenshewill

strike.

Nolo:anywaystheotherladiesarenotcoming

anymore.Soit'sjustmeandyouhere.

At2myhusbandcalledandsaidimustgetready.

NolosaidshewasalsogoingasMzwakhe'sdate.

Wewenttogetreadyatahotelthatmyhusband

booked.

Me:wow.Thisdressisbeautiful.



Nolo:egotshwanagore.

Me:iknowidon'tlikemakeupbutlookatthisface!

Andthehair.

Nolo:it'stimetogonow.Theeventisjusthereat

thehitel.Let'sgo.

"Surprise!"Ilookedback.ItwasNdoni.Igotupand

wenttohugher.Wewenttowheretheeventissaid

tobe.Weopenedthedoorandwentin.Lights

wenton.Istoppedwhereiwas.Theplacewas

beautiful.Lookedlikeaweddingvenue.Lindani

appearedwithflowersonhishands.Hegavethem

tome.

Linda:let'sgomom.

Iwasnowconfused.IlookbehindmeandBonolo

wasn'ttgereanymore.Wewentinandnyfamilywas

there.EvenOratile.Isn'thesupposedtobein

Rustenburg?Ilookedatfrontandmyhusbandwas

therelookinghandsome.Iswearimgobnacry.He

approachedussmiling.Hereallylookedgood.His

velvetlapelvertolivegreentuxedowithawhiteshirt

fithimsoperfectly.Hisheadahavedandalittlebit



ofbigwhitebeard.Makinghimmoresexy.Ilove

thathedoesn'tcutit.

Mpendulo:welcometoourvowsrenewalsbaby.

Oooh.MyGod.Ilovemyhusband!Ilookaround

andmyfatherisheretoowithmystepmother.

Mpenduloholdsmyhandsandgoeswithmetosit

down.Mabuthoisthemc.Trustthemtogivehim

themcingjob.Buthe'sdoingagreatjob.He'seven

morehappy.Idon'tknow.Different.

Mabutho:nowit'stimeforthereasonwearehere.

Therealreasonwearehere.

HegivesthemictoMpenduloandhestandsup

holdingmyhand.Westandinfrontofthepeople.

Andimnervousasifit'smyweddingday.

Mpendulo:firstlythankyoueveryoneforcomingto

celebratewithus.Thankyouforyoursupport.We

reallyappreciateit.Andtomywife,ijustwantto

saythankyou.Fiveyearslater.Adaybeforeour

anniversary.Istandhereinfrontofyouasahappy

man.Imahappymanbecauseofyou.Becauseof

everythingthatyouaretome.You'reeverythingi



everwantedinawomanandmore.Youmakeme

wanttobeagoodman.Youpushmetobeagood

man.Agoodfathertoourkids.Tobeagood

husband.Ineverthoughtwewouldbehere.That

wewouldreachthistime.Butwearehere.Abd

that'sbecauseyoudidn'tgiveuponme.You

believedinourloveandputeffortintous.Weareall

thatwearebecauseofyou.Ithankyouforthat.

ThankyouforlovingmeevenwhenIdidn'tdeserve

tobeloved.Thankyouforgivingmethisbeautiful

family.Youarethereasonimloving.Iloveyouso

muchmywife.Noamountofwordscanexplain

howimfeelinghereinsidemyheart.Youareareal

gem.Apreciousdiamondinmylife.Ipromisethati

willloveyouforaslongaswelive.Idon'twantto

saytilldeathdousapartbecauseiwantustolive

longandexperiencethislovethatyougivememore.

Mabutho:beautifulspeechthere.Thisisbeautiful.

Youmakeusbelievemoreinlove.It'sveryrareto

seemybrothercryingbutithinkit'ssafetosayhe

getsemotionalwhenhetalksabouttheloveforhis

wife.Nowit'stimeforMaKhozatosaysomething



also.

Hehabdsthemictome.Ibreatheinandout.Ididn't

expectthistobehappening.Imnotevenprepared.

Soiwilljustsaywhatevercomestomyheart.

Me:uh...(ilaugh.Ireallydon'tknowwhattosay.A

tearfall.)Iwasn'texpectingthis.Ididn'tevenknow

thiswasgoingtohappen.Itcameasasurprise.But

imreallyhappy.Thankyoueveryoneforcomingto

celebratewithus.Itreallymeansalot.Itshowswe

havepeoplewholoveandsupportus.Andtomy

husband.Thankyouforthissurprise.Imamazed.I

didn'texpectthisbuthereweare.Iamhappy.Iam

happytobehere.Tobestandingherewithyou.Im

happytobedoingthislifethingwithyou.Iwouldn't

chooseanyoneelse.Iwouldchooseyouoverand

over.Youmakinglivingworthit.Thefirsttimewe

metyoushowedthatyoucare.Iwasinabadspace

ididn'teventhinkiwouldsurvive.Butyoudidn't

giveuponme.Youopenedthedoortoyourheart

andwaitedpatientlyforme.Youmaynotknowit

butyoubeingtheremadeitpossibleformetoget

througheverything.Irememberonedayiwasgoing



throughsomethingandyousaid"whateveritis,you

aregoingtobefine."Rightthereiknewiwasgoing

tobefine.Imadeitherebecauseofyou.Wemay

havehadourproblems,obstaclesthatwefaced.But

wesurvivedbecauseofthestrengththatwehave

together.Becauseofhowstrongourloveisfor

eachother.IloveyouMrKhoza.Youmakelife

wonderful.Youmakeiteasytoloveyou.Youmake

lovingyoueasy.Ilovehowyoucareformeandour

family.Hiwyoutakecareofus.Ilovethatnomatter

whatwegothroughyoureassuremethatwewillbe

fine.Ipromisetobeagoodwifenottrytobethe

best.Becausetomeyouarethebesthusbandever.

Andiwouldn'tchangeanything.Ipromisethatiwill

alwaysbebyyourside.Iwillloveyouforever.

Igavethemicback.Myhusbandhuggedme.

Mabutho:bafoweknowyouloveyourwifeandall.

Butyouwillhaveyourtimetohavehertoyourself.

Butfornowtakeyourseats.Thesepeopleyousee

hereareheretocelebratewithyouandtheyhavea

lottosay.

Thepeoplelaughed.Webrokeoffthehugand



Mpendulokissedme.God!Ibetheblockedwhat

Mabuthosaidoutofhisears.Mydadusherefor

God'ssake!

Mpendulo:haydon'tlookatmelikethat.Iheardyou.

Heheldmyhandaswewentbacktoourseats.

Peoplelaughed.Whatamanihave!

Mabutho:nowtheirfriendswouldliketosay

something.Zwelibafoiskhathisakho.

Zweli:greetingseveryone.Whatabeautifuldaythis

is.Icanbetthateveryonehereagreeswithme.

Bafo,naweMaKhoza.Congratulationskngettingto

your5thyearofmarriage.Noteveryonegetshere.

Whatyouareisanexampleofamarriagethat

works.You'resettinganexampletothosewhowill

comeafteryou.Imhappythatyou'restillgoing

strong.Irememberthefirsttimeyoumether.I

knewyouhadfoundyourwife.Youcouldn'tstop

talkingabouther.Youeventookadayofffrom

workanddidaajobthatwasnotyoursjustsoyou

canseeheragain.Iknewshehadcapturedyour

heart.Thewayyoutalkedabouthershowedthat



youreallylovedher.Shechangedyou.Nowyou'rea

husbandbecauseofher.Iknowtherearehardships

inmarriages.Wefacethingsaswego.Don'tlet

thembreakyou.Takeitasalessonandlearnfrom

it.Letitbuildyou.Mayyourmarriagebemore

strongerthanbefore.Iwishyouwell.Mayyoube

morehappyandbefruitfulandmultiplyin

everythingyoudo.

Mpendulo:babethisoneshouldhavebeenapastor.

Hewhisperedtome.Icontainedmyself.Iwasn't

abouttolaugh.Ourfriendsandfamilyandour

parentstalkedandgaveusadvice.Thespeechthat

mademeshedtearswasmygrandmother.She

remindsmesomuchofmymother.Theylook

exactlythesame.WheneverIlookatmymom's

picturesit'slikegrandmotherinheryoung

age....Shegotoffherchairandcametothetablewe

weresittingonwithherwalkingstick.Shesignaled

formetostandnexttoher.Ihuggedherandshe

kissedmeonkycheek.Ohhowiloveher.

Grandma:mygranddaughter,I'mveryproudofyou.

Yourmotherwouldbeproudofyou.Iknowyou're



goingtobegoodevenfromhere.Youwereraised

well.Yourfatherdidagoodjobwithyou.Andim

happy.Amarriageisagoodthing.Butitalsohas

it'sproblem.Pray.Prayforyourmarriage.Youwill

nevergowrongwithGod.TrustinGodAnd

everythingwillgowell.Anddon'tbescaredtoask

eldersforadvice.Yourmotherinlawistherefor

you.Yourmotheristhereforyou.Talktothemif

youaregoingthroughsomething.Youhaveyour

sisters.Thosearethepeopleyoutalkto.don'tleta

thirdpartyinyourmarriage.It'sbetweenyouand

yourhusband.Yesyougetadvicesbutthis

marriageisbetweenyoutwo.Continuetorespect

andhonorhimasyouhavebeen.Godwillblessyou

all.Thelovethatyoutwosharewillgrowmorethan

ever.Mysonpleasetakecareofher.Youknowthat

She'sveryimportanttome.Iwouldn'twanttohear

complaintsfromher.Itrustedyouwithher.Even

nowgoingforwardistilltrustyouwithher.Ilove

youRudoandwishyouallthebest.

Wehugged.Afterthatshewentbacktoherseat.

Mabutho:thankyouforallthespeech.Webelieve



theyaregoingtousethoseadvicesgoingforward.

Wehopethatitwillbuildandstrengthenyou.Now

it'stimetoeatdrinkandbehappy.You'rewelcome

toeatanythingthatyouwant.Youcanhaveas

muchasyouwant.Andthankyouforcomingto

celebratewithusandthefamily.

Waitersstartedservingusfoodanddrinks.Mybaby

rantowhereweweresitting.Imissedher.Ihaven't

seenherallday.

Thando:mommyImissedyou.

Me:imissedyoutoo.Comeandeat.

Thando:food?Imhungry.

Me:okay.Sithere.

Thando:mmbaa.

Shekissedmycheekthenkissedherdaddyandate

fromhisplate.It'sofficial.Mybabylovesherdaddy

morethanme.

Me:nanaosakgotlhelapapaneh



Thando:huh

Mpendulo:ungangcolisiubaba.

Thando:yebomommy.

Mmh.

Me:pleasefeedher.

Thando:icaneatonmyown.

Thisoneeversinceshestartedtalkingshe'stoo

much.Mybabyhasgrown.

Thando:babawhenmommygetanewbabywillyou

stillpickme?

Me:wheredidyouhearthat?

Shesmilespointingatherdad.

Mpendulo:I'llpickyouallthetime.

Thando:okay.Youcanpickmenow.

Mpendulo:okaybutsitstill.

Shesmiledhappy.Aftertheceremonywewentto

ourrooms.Myhusbandhadbookedforourguests

andwewillleaveinthemorning.



Mpendulo:babewouldyouliketoadoptLindani?

Me:youmeanlikehavehimlegallyasmine?Babe

thatwouldbegood!

Mpendulo:iknowhismotherdoesn'tevencare

abouthim.Andthiswillmakehimhappy.

Me:haveyoutalkedtohimaboutit?

Mpendulo:no.Wewilldoittogether.

Me:okay.I'dbehonoredtobehismother.

Mpendulo:iloveyouKhanyisile.

Me:iloveyoutoo.
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Mabutho:babycomeletstalk.

Me:ithoughtwealreadytalked?

Mabutho:italkandyoulistened.Iwantustotalk.

Me:talksothatyoucanaccusememore?No

thanks.

That'sthethingwithhim.He'salwaystherightone.

Wheneverthere'saproblemimtheonewho's

wrong.It'salwaysbeenlikethat.Evenwhenwe

weredating.ImetMabuthowheniwas13.His

fatherwasbusinesspartnerswithmyfatherandhis

fatherwouldsometimescomewithhimatour

housetomeetwithmyfather.That'showwegotto

knoweachother.Westarteddatingwheniwas16

andhewas21.WedateduntilIwas25andgot

marriedat26.Eversincewestarteddatingthey've

neverbeenissuesofcheating.Soiwassomehow

hurtwhenhesaidicheatedonhimandfell

pregnant.Justbecausethedoctorsaidhissperm

countislowdidn'tmeanthatwewontfallpregnant.

Ibelievedthatonedayweweregonnahaveachild



ofourown.Andnowthatwehaveheaccusemeof

this.Afterfouryearsoftryingweagreedtoaddopt.

Weadoptedaboy.He'sfouryearsoldnow.Even

thoughwehadadoptedwestillwishedtohavea

childofourownblood.

Mabutho:thenhowarewegoingtosolvethingscos

icanseethatthere'sstillproblemshere?

Me:youdon'tseeit.You'retheonewho'swrong

here.Whatmadeyoutoaccusemeinthefirstplace?

Thedoctordidn'tsaythatyou'reunabletohavekids.

Hejustsaiditwouldbedifficult.Butyouthensayi

cheated.

Mabutho:whatdidyouwantmetothinkwhenmen

callyou?

Me:that'sthesamereasonyouaccusedKhanyisile

ofcheatingeventhoughshewasn't.Aren'twomen

allowedtohavebusinesswithmen?Sobecause

youdobusinesswithwomenihavetosayyouare

cheating?

Mabutho:youknowI'dnevercheatonyou!

Me:andI'dcheat?haveievergivenyouanyreasonto



thinkso?

Mabutho:....

Me:yesterdayyouwentandgotdrunkwithyour

brotherssayingyou'recelebrating.Whatwereyou

celebratingifthechildisnotyours?

Mabutho:imsorry.Iknowiwaswrong.Itake

responsibilityformyactions.Iknowyou'dnever

cheatonme.Iwasjustoverwhelmedandsurprised.

That'sall.Imreallysorry.Pleaseforgiveme.

Me:iforgiveyou.Butihopethisisthelasttimewe

talkaboutthis.

Mabutho:ngiyakthembisasthandwasami.Ngeke

kwenzakalefuthi.Ngiyafunga.

Me:kulungileke.

Mabutho:ngizokubonamangbuyaokay?Unga

sebenzikakhulu.Weshouldgetahelper.Uzokusiza

ngemsebenziyalaphakhaya.Youstillhaveyourjob

andyoucan'tcomehometodoinghousechores.

Don'tbelate.I'llsendadrivertopickyouup.

Iyakthandaindodayakho.



Me:uthandwayimi.

HekissedmyforeheadandpickedSbanisethuup

andleft.

KhanyisileandMpendulo'sanniversarywasa

success.Everythingwentwell.Iadmiretheirlove.

Theirloveissobeautifulandstrong.Ifeelsomeone

jumpingonmeandiknowSbanisethuishere.

Me:boystop.Imstillsleeping.

Sbani:iwanttosleephere.

Mabutho:babebreakfastinbed.

Me:thankyoubaby.

Sbani:thankyoudaddy.

Mabutho:thisboy.Getoffmommyandeat.

Hegetsupandjumpsonthebed.He'ssucha

happychild.Igethimtositandwestarteating.

WhileeatinginoticethatMabuthostoppedeating.

Me:whyaren'tyoueating?



Mabutho:imjustthinkingabouthowluckyIamto

haveyouinmylife.Aftereverythingthatwe'vebeen

throughsomeonewouldhaveleft.Youknewitwas

goingtobedifficulttohavechildrenbutyoustayed.

Thatshowsjusthowmuchyouloveme.Ipromisei

willloveyouandshowappreciationtoyouforthe

restofourlives.

Me:you'reagoodman.Andiwon'tleave.

Mabutho:imhappytohearthat.Anddon'tworry

aboutcooking.

Me:butyourbrothersarecoming.

Mabutho:you'repregnant.Theirwivesarenot

disabled.Theywillcook.Idon'twantmywife

slavingaround.

Me:babecookingwon'tkillme.Iwilljustcookwith

them.It'snotlikeiwillpickheavythings.

Mabutho:idon'tcare.Youshouldjustsotandrelax

wena.

Nowhisbrothersandtheirwiveshadstarted



arriving.It'snowafullhouse.Thekidsarerunning

aroundplayingandthemenarestartingtobraai.Us

thewomenareinthekitchencooking.

Mabutho:don'tforgetwhatisaid.Don'tliftheavy

things.

Me:babeimjustcooking.Nothinghectic.

Mabutho:you'repregnant.Sowehavetobecareful.

Mpenduloshoutedfromoutside.

Mpendulo:heywena!Wearewaitingforthatmeat.

Mywifeisalsopregnantbutshe'scooking.Andi

alsodon'twantanythinghappeningtomybabies

butshe'scooking.Leavethewomenandcomewith

thatmeat.

Mabutho:shoutwhenyouneedme.

Me:babeimfine.

Hekissedmycheekandleft.

Ndoni:youladiesaresosecretive.You'repregnant

andwedidn'tknow.



Kea:nooneknew.Ionlymysister.

Nolo:andionlygottofindoutbecauseherhusband

calledmeasshewascryinglikesomeonediedand

hedidn'tknowwhattodo.OrelseI'dbeinthedark.

Me:wellyourhusbandsknewcosyouknowhowmy

husbandis.Hecouldn'twaittotellthem.He'sso

happy.

Sethu:youdeservethis.Butjustbereadyforlabor

pains.

Lisa:mommywhat'slaborpains?

Nolo:Lisawhendidyougethere?

Lisa:maicametodrinkwater.Buticanstay.

Kea:goandplaywithothers.Eldersarebusyhere.

Lisa:okaymommy.Canialsohaveicecream?

Please.

Me:checkinthefridge.

Shetooktwocontainersandtookseveralspoons.I

knowshewassentbyhersiblibgshere.

Lisa:thankyouma.



Me:whosentyou?willyoufinishthat?

Lisa:it'sformeandNatty.Wewillfinishit.It'shot

today.

Me:heeLisa.Lengane.Go.

Sheleft.

Kea:she'salotofwork.WithLesedihereyoubetter

packawayallthesnacksandicecream.Thosetwo

aretroublewhentheyaretogether.Seenowshe's

lyingaboutNatty.

Sethu:that'showsheis.

Phumla:soNtombidoyouhavecravingsormorning

sicknesses?

Me:notyet.

Bongi:youstillhavealottogothrough.Notto

mentionlaborpains.

Kea:guyscanwechangethetopic?Imalready

scaredoflaborpains.

Bongi:butyou'vedoneitbefore.

Kea:tripletsarealot.Howwillipush3babiesout?



Bongi:goodluckyoh.

Nolo:canwestopwiththistopic?You'rescaringher.

Kea:I'llbefine.

Nolo:still.Let'scookorwewillneverfinish.

Sethu:butthewayyou'regivingbirth...whysomany

kids?Iknowyoucanaffordthembuthaa.

Ndoni:don'tlistentoher.Kidsareablessing.

Nolo:sowenaSethuhowmanykidsdoyouhave?

Sethu:3andimdone.

Nolo:Goodforyou.youhavenorighttojudge.It's

notherfaultthatshegivesbirthtonotonlyone

child.

Sethu:thenwhathappenswhenherhappenswhen

herhusbanddisappearsagain?

Nolo:that'snoneofyourbusiness.Whotoldyouhe

willdisappear?Besides,Shedoesn'tcomecryingto

you.Whoareyoutojudge?

Bongi:ladiesletsnotfight.



Nolo:ijustwantedtoputitouttherethatshedon't

doanythingforKeatlaretsi.Shedon'tbuypampers

forherkidssoshe'snotentitledtosayanything

aboutherbeingpregnant.Shecangetpregnantten

timesandthat'sfine.Soiwon'tstandhereand

watchyoujudgeher.

Sethu:shehasamouthtospeakforherself.

Nolo:iknowthat.Sethuyou'rejudgemental.Ever

sinceimetyouyou'vebeenlikethat.Youbetter

changeoryouwillknowwhoiamwhenitcomesto

mysister.Shemaybequietbutiwon'tkeepquiet.I

don'twanttohearanythingaboutheralwaysbeing

pregnantunlessyou'retheonewhoimpregnated

her.

Sethu:iwasjustvoicingoutmyopinion.

Nolo:andyouropiniondoesn'tmatter.It'sjustan

opinion.

Me:ladieslet'sclosethistopicanddowhatweare

herefor.

Icouldseethatthistopicwasgoingtoofar.It

wouldmakepeoplefight.Khanyisileisquiet.She



doesn'tspeakthatmuch.LuckilyBonoloishere.

Shewouldn'tletanyonespeakagainsthersister.

That'swhyshewasdefendingherlikethat.Ilike

theirrelationship.Theyaretoocloseandlookout

foreachother.Iwishihadarelationshiplikethat

withmysisters.It'sbeautifultowatch.And

Sethu...that'sanothercase.Shesayswhatever

comestomind.Weareusedtoher.Ifyoudon't

knowheryou'llalwaysfeeloffended.IthinkSiya

instilledthismannerinhercosshewasn'tlikethis

atfirst.Hismannersarerubbingoffonher.We

cookedeverythingthatweweresupposedtoand

tookittothetable.IcouldseethatKhanyisilewas

hurt.Hermindwasn'thereanymore.

Me:Khanyisilecanitalktoyou?

Wewentbacktothekitchen.

Me:imsorryaboutwhathappened.Sethudoesn't

watchwhatshesaysandsometimesshejust

speaksoutofturn.

Kea:it'sfine.Imsureshedidn'tmeantooffendme.

Me:iknowyou'rehurt.Imsorry.Iwilltalktoher.



Whatshesaidwasn'tright.Let'sgojointheothers.

Wewentoutsideandeverythingwasgoingwelland

Werehavingagoodtime.

Narrated

Astheywereeatingandlaughinghavingagood

time.

Mpendulo:uright?

Kea:yeah.

Mpendulo:you'resoquiet.

Kea:ahit'snothing.

Siya:ohKhanyo.Ididn'tknowyouwerecoming.

Khanyo:helloeveryone.Imsohungry!Icameatthe

righttime.Ramayan

Mabutho:takeaseat.

Khanyo:everyonethisisWandile.Andwandilethese

aremybrothersandtheirwives.

Siya:nicemeetingyouWandile.Sotellus,whatis



Wandiletoyou?

Khanyo:myboyfriend.

Bongani:boywhat?Angizwanga?

Khanyo:meandhimaredating.

Mabutho:Mfanaphumalakwami.

Ntombi:babethat'sabitharsh.

Shaka:Wandilesowhatdoyoudo?

Wandile:imamineworker.

Siya:mineworker?

Mpendulo:willyoubeabletotakecareofoursister?

Muzi:ifyouloveoursisteryouwillwaitforheruntil

sheis30.

Mpendulo:yes.

Sethu:haybo!Yourwifewasn'teven30.You're21

yearsolderthanher.LetKhanyodate.She's26and

hasadegree.Whatmoredoyouwant?

Everyonekeptquietandlookeddown.Thingisthey

allrespectMpenduloastheolderbrotherandtheir



leader.SoSethuspeakinglikethatshockedthem.

Siya:Sethu!Sincewhendoyoutalktomyelder

brotherlikethat?

Sethu:imsorry.Ididn'tmeanto.

Kea:Sethu...Kelapilekawena.Ifyouhave

somethingagainstmejusttellmeandstop

pretendingtolikeme.Whatdoihavetodowith

Khanyodating?Didyouhavetomaketomakean

examplebyme?IthinkI'vebeentooquietfortoo

long.Let'ssolvethismatteronceandforall.

Sethu:ihavenothingagainstyou.

Kea:no.It'snotthefirsttime.WhenIwasandmy

husbandwasn'taroundyoujudgedmeandthought

iwouldn'tnotice.Andtodayyoudiditagain.You

saidialwaysfallpregnantandsaiditasifit'sabad

thing.What'swrongwithyou?Andnowit'smyage.

Whathaveidonetoyou?

Sethu:Khanyisileimreallysorryforsayingallofthat.

Nawebabaomkhulungiyaxolisaforukukhuluma

nawengaleyandlela.Kwakungeyinxoso

yami.imreallysorryKhanyisile.



Kea:babeyou'llfindmeinthecar.

Mpendulo:hlalaphansiKhanyisile.Nooneisgoing

anywherehere.

Nolo:iseeyouforgotwhatwetalkedaboutSethu.I..

Mzwakhe:Thandiwethat'senough!

ThandiweisBonolo'smaritalname.

Mpendulo:Iseesomeofyou'veforgottenwhoiam.

Nowyouthinkyoucantalktomeanyhowyoulike.I

hopeit'sthefirstandthelasttime.Andwena

Khanyoihopeyouhaven'tdoneanythingstupidyet.

Wandilewhatareyourintentionswithoursister?

Wandile:iloveyoursister.Iseeafuturewithher.

Gettingmarriedandbuildafamilytogether.

Mzwakhe:howmuchdoyouearnandareyouan

undergroundworker?

Wandile:iearnenoughtotakecareofmyselfand

myfamily.Andno,imnotanundergroundworker.

Mpendulo:Ihopethatmoneywillbeenoughtotake

careofher.Idon'twanttoseehercryingoryou

abusingher.Treatmysisterright.Imgivingyouthe



benefitofthedoubthere.Provethatyou'rerightfor

her.Onewrongmoveiwilldealwithyoumyself.

Khanyo:ngiyabongabuti.Thankyousomuch.

Mpendulo:nowlet'seat.AndWandile,gotoschool.

Doacourserelatedto

KEATLARETSI

WecamebackhomefromNtombi'splaceandiwas

actuallygettingboredbeingthere.Thatlame

apologyfromSethu...Iknowshedidn'tmeanit.I

don'tknowwhatisherproblemwithme.Idon'tcare

anyway.

Mpendulo:babewhatareyoudoing?

Hejustcameoutoftheshower.

Me:imjustsendingmygrandmother'smoney.

Mpendulo:ohsheaskedformoney?Whydidn'tyou

tellme?Iwouldhavesentitbeforewewentto

Mabutho'splace.

Me:no.It'sthemoneythatIsendforhermonthly.



Mpendulo:takingcareofyourgrandmother...not

manydothat.You'reagoodwoman.Everymonth

yousendhergroceriesandmoneyontop.Ihope

ourkidstakeyourgoodheart.

Me:imjustdoingwhatican.Thingsarevery

expensiveinZimandidon'twanthertostruggle

whenshewantssomething.

Mpendulo:howmanyunclesdoyouhave?

Me:it'sthree.Thenfouraunties.

Mpendulo:andyourcousins?Aretheyworking?

Me:someareworking.Andsomearestillinschool.

Mpendulo:that'snice.

Me:babedoyoureallyagreewithWandileand

Khanyo'srelationship?

Mpendulo:yes.

Me:babeiknowyou.

Mpendulo:okay.Idon'twantherdatingbutwhat

canido?

Me:babeshe'sgrown.She'sworking,shenever



disappointedyouandthisisherfirstrelationship.

Justletherbe.Howwillshelearnifyouarethis

strictwithher?ImsureWandileisagoodguy.

Mpendulo:okay.Iwillgivethemmyblessings.Butif

hehurther...

Me:let'snotthinklikethat.

Mpendulo:okay.

Inthemorningiwokeupanddidmyhygiene

processthenwentdownstairs.IfoundKhanyo

cooking.

Me:itsmellsniceinhereandimsohungry.

Khanyo:you'rerightontime.Imabouttodish.

Me:howareyou?

Khanyo:imgood.Imhappy.

Me:icansee.Letmejustgoandsitdown.

ItookaseatatthetableandKhanyobroughtthe

food.Soontherewasnoise.Whichmeansthekids

werecomingforbreakfast.



Linda:goodmorningmom.

Hekissedmycheekandtookhisseat.

MnqobiandLisa:goodmorningmommy.

Theykissedmycheekandhuggedme.

Me:goodmorning.

Ifeltlittlehandsonmyeyes.

Me:Luyanda.

Theylaughed.Hetookoffhishandsandhisdad

washoldinghim.

Aya:igotyoumommy.Yaay!

Hesatonmylap.

Aya:goodmorningmommy.

Me:goodmorningmyboy.Luucomehere.Howare

you

Luu:imgoodmommy.Wearegoingtoschooltoday.

Aya:whenarewegoingtobigschool?

Mpendulo:well,soonyou'llbegoingtobigschool.



Luu:youseesisi?Wearejoiningyouinbigschool

soon.

Lisa:don'tworry.Iwilllookafteryou.Imyourbig

sister.

Thando:daddyimhungry.

Me:tlayakwanonana.

Thando:....

Me:wozaThando.

Shecamerunning.Thischild.Shebabykissedme

andholdontomynecklookinginmyeyes.

Thando:iloveyoumommy.

Me:aaah..iloveyoutoo.

Mpendulo:goodmorningeveryone.Let'seatbefore

you'relateforschool.

Thando:iwanttogotoschoolmommy.

Me:andleavemommyalone?

Thando:iwanttogowithLisa.

Me:sisLisawillbebacksoonandplaywithyou.Me



andyouwillplaytogetherokay?

Thando:okay.Daddycanigowithyoutowork?

Mpendulo:it'smylastdayatworktoday.Theniwill

takeyoueverywherewithme.

Thando:iwanttogowithyou.

Mpendulo:okaydon'tcry.Iwillgowithyou.

WefinishedeatingandMpendulowastakingthe

kidstoschool.

Me:haveagooddayguys.

Them:bye.

Mpendulomovedhisheadtomesohecankissme.

Thandohithisfacescreaming.

Thando:mbaamommy.

Welaughed.Ikissedherandtheyleft.Icleanedmy

bedroomandthebathroomthenwenttositinthe

lounge.Idecidedtocallmystepmother.Itranga

fewtimesandshepickedup.



Mom:dumelaKeatlaretsi.

Me:dumelangmama.Lekae?

Mom:keteng.Otsogilejwanglebanale

mokgwenyana?

Me:retsogilesentle.

Mom:rragogayo.LeOratileosetseailesekolong.

Me:no.Iwantedtotalktoyou.

Mom:okay.Ihopenothingiswrong?

Wellidon'tblameherforsayingthat.I'venever

reallymadeanefforttocallandcallher.

Me:no.Everythingisalright.Ijustwantedustotalk.

Mom:okay.

Me:imsorryfornotacceptingyouasmymother

andfornotmakingthingseasyforyou.I'dlikeusto

startafresh.

Mom:it'salright.I'dalsolikethat.Iknowimightnot

beyourbiologicalmotherbutjustknowimhereas

amotherifyouneedanything.Imnothereto

replaceyourmotherandimnotheretotakeyour



fatherfromyou.Yourfatherlovesyouandthatwill

neverchange.

Me:iknow.Ihopewecanstillbuildarelationship.

Mom:I'dlovethataswell.

Me:that'sgood.Haveagoodday.

Mom:youtoo.

Icutthecallandjustcontinuedwatchingtvas

therewasnothingtodo.Idecidedtocooklunch.I

finishedcookingandputfoodinthecontainersfor

myhusband.Iwentupstairstotakemycarkeys.I

tookthemandwentbacktothekitchen.Ifound

MpenduloandThandoeatingthefoodfromthe

containers.

Me:iwasabouttobringthatfoodtoyouatyour

work.

Mpendulo:ifinishedearlyfinalisingthings.Soi

thoughtwhynotcomeandspendtimewithmywife?

Thisfoodisdelicious.

Me:letmetakeittoloungesowecaneattogether.

Thando:nomommy.It'sourfood.



Me:ihavemine.Whatdidyoudotodaynana?

Thando:Ihelpeddaddywithhiswork.Daddysaid

imagenius.

Me:geniusyamebathong.

Thando:whatareyousayingmommy?

Me:isaidyou'remygenius.Doyouknowwhata

geniusis?

Thando:acleverpersonlikeme.

Me:mmh.

Wetookthefoodtotheloungeandatewatchingtv.

Myphoneranganditwasanunknownnumber.

Me:hello.

Voice:hi.IsthisKea?

Me:yes.Kebualemang?

Voice:it'sDefne.

Me:Defne?Who'sthat?

Voice:Amir'smother.Ihaveaproposalforyou.

Me:proposal?Leavemealonehle.Nevercallme



again!

Defne:notsofast..DidyouknowthatAgnesisout

onbail?

Me:stopsayingthingsyouknownothingabout.

Defne:ifyouhelpmegetsomethingfromyour

sisterIwillhelpyougetalawyerthatwillwinthe

caseforoyu.

Idroppedthecallandblockedhernumber.

Mpendulo:what'sgoingon?

Me:Amir'smothersaidAgnesgotbail.Andweknew

nothingaboutit.

Mpendulo:she'slying.Wewouldknow.

Me:shewantsmetogethersomethingfromBonolo

thenshewillgetmeagoodlawyer.Doesshethink

imstupid?Ialreadyhavealawyer!

Mpendulo:Calmdown.Whatdoesshewantfrom

Bonolo?

Me:idon'tknow.

Mpendulo:sincewhendowekeepsecretsfrom



eachother?

Me:imnothidinganything.

Mpendulo:icanseethatyouare.Whatisit?Imight

helpyou.

Me:okay.Ithinkshewantsmetostealinformation

fromBonolo.Imnotsellingmysisterout.This

informationcouldgetthatwomanintrouble.So

Bonolotoldhertoleaveheraloneorshewillgive

theinformationtothepeoplewhoarelookingforit.

Mpendulo:yoursisterisdangerous.Howdidsheget

it?

Me:inthatwoman'soffice.Don'ttellanyoneabout

this.Ifthatwomanfindsoutiknowwherethe

informationis..

Mpendulo:Khanyisile!You'realsoinvolvedinthis?

Me:thisismysisterwearetalkingabout.If

somethinghappenstoheriwillgivethat

informationtotheowner.

Mpendulo:whereareyoukeepingit?

Me:somewheresafe.



Mpendulo:bythatyoumeaninourhouse?Doyou

realizethedangeryou'reputtingourchildren!?

Me:don'tshout.

Mpendulogoandtakethatinformation.

Me:ican't.

Mpendulo:hey!Iwasn'taskingyou.Goandtakeit.If

thatwoman'speoplecomeandshootyouagain

whatdoyouthinkwillhappentous?Ourchildren?

Me?Howwillwesurvive?Khanyisileifyouknew

howitwaswhenyouwereshotyouwouldn'tbe

doingthis.Icouldn'tsleeporeat.Iwasalwayssad.

IloveyouKhanyisileandlosingyouwilldestroyme.

Iwon'tsurvive.Whatwillbeofourfamily?Didyou

thinkaboutthebabiesyou'recarrying?Ifyoudon't

careaboutusthenthinkaboutthebabies.

Me:imsorry.Butpleasedon'ttellMzwakheaboutit.

Idon'twanthimtofightwithher.Ipromisedtokeep

quietaboutit.

Mpendulo:nevermind.Don'tbotherwiththat

informationanymore.



Me:okay.Iwillgoandgetit.

Iwashurtthatiwasn'tthinkingaboutmyself.The

painedlookonmyhusband'sface.Ithurtme.It

brokemyheart.Maybeiwasselfishbynottelling

himaboutit.Iopenedthesafeandtookthe

documents.Iwentbacktotheloungeandgave

themtohim.Hereadthem.Ilookedathimashe

wassweating.

Me:what'swrong?

Mpendulo:doyoureallyknowwhatyoursisterput

youinto?Doyouknowhowdangerousthisfamilyis?

Me:no.Ididn'treadthem.

Mpendulo:khavetogivethisinformationtothis

mansohecandealwiththiswomanonceandfor

all.

Me:babyinnocentpeoplewillbehurthere.Amir

will...

Mpendulo:thesameAmirwhowasmakingyour

sisterafool?HehadawomanbackinTurkeywhile



hewantedtomarryBonolo.Theyareallcrooks.Im

callingChrissohecancontactthisman.Heknows

him.

Me:isthisgoingtoputmeintrouble?

Mpendulo:iwon'tdoanythingthatwillputyouin

trouble.

HecalledChrisandhesaidhe'scoming.

Mpendulo:babydon'tworry.Yoursisterwont

havetodealwiththatfamilyanymore.shewillbesafe.

Chrisappearedandsatonthecouch.

Chris:icameassoonasyoucalled.Itsounded

urgent.

Mpendulo:thatgangsteryouwereworkingforishe

stillinSouthAfrica?

Chris:youcalledmeforthat?ItoldyouIdon'twork

forhimanymore.

Mpendulo:ihaveinformationforhim.

Chris:he'sinLondon.He'salwaystravelingaround

theworld.Don'tinvolveyourselfwithMafiasitwon't



endwell.

Mpendulo:myfamilyisindangersoihavetodothis.

Sowhywereyouworkingforhim?

Chris:hiswifewasshotandtheysaidshewon't

survive.Heaskedmetohelpsavehiswife.Ididan

operationonherandtreatedheruntilshesurvided.

Buttheirbabydidn'tmakeit.He'sagoodman.He

savedmydaughterwhenherbiologicalfather

kidnappedher.

Irememberthatstory.Leratotoldmeaboutit.

Chris:butthosewhodoublecrosshimdon'tliveto

tellthetale.

Mpendulogavehimthefileandhestartedreading.

Chris:what!?Isthisinformationlegit?

Mpendulo:idon'tknow.

Me:itis.There'salsoadvdvideointheinvelopebut

Ididn'twatchit.

Chris:thesepeoplearedangerous!wheredidyouget

thisinformation?



Me:mysistertoldmetokeepitsafeforherand

shouldanythinghappentoherimusttakeittothe

personinquestion.NowDefnewantsit.

Chris:howdidyoursistergetinvolvedwiththese

people?

Mpendulo:shewasgoingtomarrythatwoman's

son.

Chris:Amir?(inodded)Thatguyismarried.Hemust

havebeenusinghertogetsomething.

Mpendulo:howdoyouknowthesepeople?

Chris:thatfamilywasMrPspartners.Theyarealso

inthemafiaworld.Verydangerous.Look,iwillcall

Mrpandasktomeet.They'vebeenlookingforthe

personwhowasresponsibleforthisbutnever

foundhim.Keeptheinformationsafeuntilhe

agreesforameeting.

Me:ihopethatifheagreesmyhusbandwon'thave

togoLondon.

Chris:ihavetogowithhim.Sothathecanexplain.

Ibreathoutloud.Istoodup.Mytearswereaboutto



fall.MpenduloheldmyarmbeforeIcouldleave.

Mpendulo:babeihavetodothisforus.Nothingwill

happentome.

Me:whatwillhappenifsomethinghappenstoyou?

Willihavetoraise9kidsalone?Whatifthistime

theworsthappens?

Mpendulo:ihavetodothisforustohavepeacein

ourlives.Sthandwasamiipromisenothingwill

happen.babynothingwillhappen.Chrisyouwill

callmeandtellmewhatthemansays.

Chris:sure.Letmeleave.

Iwentupstairstoourroomandwenttowashmy

face.Ifelthishandsaroundmywaist.

Mpendulo:pleasedon'tstress.

Me:thisalwayshappenswhenimpregnant.

Mpendulo:thistimeit'sdifferent.Nothingwill

happentome.

Thatdaywemadelovelikeitwasthelastday.It

wasjustlikethelasttimehedisappeared.Buti

chosetotrusthim.Trustthathewillcomeback.



Andthathewasdoingthisforourfamily.Ibelieved

thathewouldcomeback.

*TOBECONTINUED*

[07/06,19:03] :*STORYOFMY

LIFE:KEATLARETSI*

*CHAPTER28*

KEATLARETSI

Ithasbeenaweekandhe'snotbackyet.Even

thoughhecallsistillfearhimnotcomingback.He

saidhe'scomingbacktodaybuthe'sstillnotsaying

anything.Hewassupposedtobeherethreehours

ago.

Lisa:mommydaddywillcomebacktoday.Don't

worry.

Me:yes.You'reright.

Lisa:youknowmamayouaremybestfriend?



Me:babyithoughtLesediisyourbestfriend.

Lisa:sheis.Butnotalways.Butyou...youaremy

bestfriendallthetime.That'swhyiloveyoumore

thaneveryone.

Me:evenmorethanLuyandaandAyanda?

Lisa:nomommy..no!Thosetwoaremybestbest

friends.Butiloveyoumore.

Me:okay.Youdeserveatreat.

Lisa:canihaveyouricecreamandcake?

Me:mmh.Let'sgoandtakeit.

Lisa:iwantabigslice.

Me:mmhwena...isityoueatingmycake?

Lisa:okaymommy.ImsorryIwon'teatitagain

withoutaskingyou.

Me:imjustjoking.Youcantakeitanytime.But

don'ttellthetwinsortheywillfinishitforyou.

Lisa:ipromise.

Wetookthecakeandicecreamandwentbackto



thelounge.

Voice:whataremygirlseating?

Lisa:daddyyou'reback!Imissedyousomuch.

Sheranupstairs.Tocallhersiblingsithink.Iiwent

andhuggedhim.

Mpendulo:itoldyouiwillcomeback.

Me:imveryhappy.Iwascountingthedaysuntilyou

comebackhome.Imissedyou.

Mpendulo:notasmuchasImissedyoumywife.

Lu:dadisback.

Lu,Lisaandayarantohughim.

Mpendulo:imissedyousomuch.Wherearethe

others?

Lisa:thebigboysaredoinghomeworksandThando

issleeping.

Me:ihopenoonewillwakeherup.Imtiredof

runningafterher.

Mpendulo:wasshegivingyouproblems?



Me:no.Imjusttiredofrunningafterher.She's

alwaysrunningonthestairsithinkweshouldputa

gateorshewillfall.

"Mommy"

OhGodshe'sup.Ithinkimtakingthemtomy

motherinlawthesecomingholidays.Ican'tdeal

anymore.

Me:daddyisback.Babedealwithher.I'llbeinour

room.

Mpendulo:ithoughtshewassleepingandiwillhave

sometimewithmywife.

Thando:imissedyousomuchdaddy.

Shestartedwalking/runningonthestairsandthrew

herselftoherdaddy.

Mpendulo:Lisafoandcallyourbrothers.Imtaking

youguysout.

Me:haveanicetime.

Mpendulo:aren'tyoujoiningus?

Me:iwanttosleep.Ihaven'tbeensleepingwell.



Mpendulo:okay.Seeyoulater.

....

Iwokeupfrommynaptomyphoneringing.The

houseisquiet.ThatmeansthatMpenduloandthe

kidsarenotbackyet.Ianswermyphone.It'sSne.

Whatdoesshewant?

Me:hello.

Sne:hi.Howareyou?

Me:imfineandyou?

Meandherdon'treallytalkunlessit'saboutMnqobi.

Sne:imgood.

Shesoundssohappy.

Sne:iwaswonderingifMnqobicouldcomethisside

maybeforaweek.

Me:why?Schoolsjustopened.

Sne:ithoughtmaybeyou'dhavealottodealwith.

Withwhat'sgoingonandeverything.Iwouldn't



wantmychildexposedtosuchenvironment.

Me:nohe'sfine.

Sne:okaydarling.

Shecutthecall.Sincewhenamidarlingtoher?

Whatmadeherhappytoday?

Icheckmymessagesandthere'samessagefrom

Sethu.

"Let'smeetatLittlestar.Therestaurantnear

Brooklynmall.Seeyouthen."

Idon'tevenknowthisrestaurant.Isearchonthe

internetandimsurprisedit'sLerato's.Wow.These

arethetypesoffriendsoneshouldkeep.Sheworks

andhasachainofrestaurants.She'sreallydoing

wellforherself.Iwashmyfaceandgetreadyto

leave.Iputthelocationonthegps.Idrivethereand

lookforher.ThefirstoneiseeisPhumla.Allof

themarehere.Igreetandsit.Bonololooksatme

likeshe'sanalyzingme.

Me:whyareyoualllookingatme?



Sethu:areyoufine?

Herofallpeopleaskingifiamfine?Ididn'ttakeher

asthecaringtype.

Me:yes.Whywouldn'tIbe?

Ndoni:haveyoubeenonFacebookorTwitter?

Me:youknowidon'tusethosethingsmostofthe

time.What'sgoingon?

Shegavemeherphone.

Ndoni:evenonInstagram.

BUSINESSWOMANMARRIEDTOASUGERDADDY

INARELATIONSHIPAMANOLDENOUGHTOBE

HERFATHER

ISITLOVEORABOUTMONEY?

Thesewerethethingstheyweresayingaboutme.

Bonologavemeanewspaper.Ithadapictureofme

withMpenduloandalsomewithRapula.

Thecaptionwas"Wasshecheatingonthepoorguy



withthesugardaddy?"

MpenduloKhoza,a55yearsoldmanmarriedtoa

34yearoldwoman.It'ssaidthatthey'vebeen

marriedfor5years.Goingtosix.Isitreallyabout

loveorshemarriedhimformoney?Itiswell-known

thatKhozaisatopbusinessmanwhoisfilthyrich.

CoulditbethatKeatlaretsiisinthisforthemoney?

Thiswouldn'tbeasurpriseasweknowthatshe

waswithRapulaMoletsaneabusinessmanwho

alsohashismoney.Alsowiththelecturershe

datedbackinUniversityitwasthesamething.After

hediedheleftallhismoneyandestatetoher.A

sourceclosetothem revealedthis"Thiswomanis

afterhismoney.Nothingelse.Iwasina

relationshipwithhimfor3yearsbutnotoncedidhe

evermentionanythingaboutmarriage.Butshe

cameandinkessthansixmonthstheygotmarried.

It'slikeshehasaholdonhim.Somethingyoucan

neverbreakfreefrom.Ifitwasn'tforherme,him

andourbabywouldbelivingourhappylifenow?

KeatlaretsiKhozastopholdingthepoormanback.



It'sonlyamatteroftimebeforeheleavesyou."

Thesourcedidnotwanttobedisclosed.Coulditbe

thatshe'susingwitchcraftontheman?"

That'swhatthearticlesaid.There'sonlyoneperson

whocouldsaythis.ThisiswhySnecalled.Butwhy

didshesoundsohappy?

Me:afteralltheseyearsthey'reonlytalkingabout

theagethingnow?

Nolo:leavethem.Theyhavenothingbettertodo.

Ndoni:theywriteanythingjustforastory.

Me:thisismynamebeingdamaged.

Sethu:ithinkyoushouldsaythesideofyourstory.

Phumla:no.Letitcooldown.

Ntombi:noways.Herreputationisdamagedim

tellingyou.Shemustdosomethingaboutthis.

Me:ionlyhaveonepersoninmind.Ican'theliedto

me.Didshehavetopaintmelikeabadperson?Im

notawitch.Infactshe'sawitch!



Bongi:ifit'sthatwomanofthecatthenshe'sreally

dangerous.Noneofwhatshesaidistrue.

Me:ineedsomethingstrong.

Nolo:Keatlaretsiyoudon'tdrink.Andyou're

pregnant!

Me:rightnowiwishiwasn't.

Ifeellikecryingrightnow.Imcursed.Justwhenwe

werefinallyhappythishappens.AlsotheTimthing,i

didn'ttakehismoney.Itransferredeverythingtohis

parents.Ididn'tevenorderanythingtoeat.That's

justhowhurtifelt.Idrovebackhomeandifound

himinthelounge.

Me:wherearethekids?

Mpendulo:theyareatMabutho'splace.

Hegrabbedmyhandasiwasabouttoleave.

Me:what?

Mpendulo:sitdownandlet'stalk.

Me:imtiredoftalking.



Mpendulo:imsorry.

Me:forhowlongareyougoingtobesorry?

Mpendulo:I'msorrythatthiswomaniscoming

backtobeathorninourlives.Butasforthebaby

thingshe'slying.Ididn'thaveababywithher.

Me:andthat'ssupposedtomakemehappy?

Mpendulo:imsorry.

Me:youliedtome.yòuknewher.Youwereina

relationshipwithher.3years.Whydidn'tyoujust

tellme?AndwhenyouwereinMozambique,how

didtheyfindyou?

Mpendulo:Khany..

Me:no.idon'twanttohearanyexcuses.Iwantthe

truth.

Mpendulo:ireallydon'tknowwhatyouwantmeto

say.Arewegoingtofightbecauseofthiswoman

again?Imreallytryingtogetridofobstaclesonour

waybutyou'retakingmeback.Thisiswhatshe

wants.Iwasneverinarelationshipwithher.Ifirst

metherthetimeiwaslost!



Me:onceagainI'vebeenmadeafool.

Mpendulo:you'renotafool.

Me:iam.Nowimbeingcalledawitch.Myfaceisall

overthetabloids.Newspapersarehavingafield

daywithme.Nottotalkaboutsocialmedia.Imthis

witchthatcamebetweenamanandhisfamily.I'm

seenasagolddigger.Meagolddigger?I'venever

evenaskedyouformoney.Ihavemyown.Anything

thatyiubuyfirmeit'sfromyourownaccord.Iwork

formymoney.

Mpendulo:thisthingwillblowover.

Me:don'ttellmethatitwillblowover.Imightlose

clientsbecauseofthis.

Mpendulo:iwilltakecareofthis.

Me:likeyoutookcareofitwhenshetriedtokillme

andmykidsorwhenshekilledmyson?

Myphonehasbeenringingnonstop.Journalistsare

askingformysideofthestory.Muzisaidimustnot

commentonanystory.Ichosetobelieveinhimas

mylawyer.



Mpendulo:arewegoingbackthere?

Me:whenIwaswithRapulaineverwentthrough

dramalikethis.Hemighthavemademeafoolbuti

didn'tfaceanydrama.

Mpendulo:idon'twanttohearthatnameinthis

house.!

Helookedpissed.Angry.Idon'tcare.Hemust

knowhowifeelrightnow.

Me:iactuallyregretgettingmarriedtoyou.Idon't

knowwhatiwasthinking.Youliedtomefromthe

startofthings.Ishouldhaveseenthatasasign.

Mpendulo:doyoureallyregretgettingmarriedtome?

Me:whatmoreareyouhiding?

Mpendulo:imnothidinganything.

Ican'tstandhimrightnow.Ilefthimwherehewas

andwentbacktomycar.Idrovearounduntili

foundmyselfatmycompany.Igotstaresasiwent

inbutididn'tcare.Thisismycompanyandnoone

cantellmeanything.Isatonmychair.Iwas



supposedtousethisofficebeforeIdiscoverediam

pregnant.Isatthereandthoughtaboutwherei

started.HowfarI'vecome.AlltgehardworkI'veput

forthiscompanytobeasuccess.Andnowsome

jealouswomanwantstoruinitall.Imnotgoingto

allowit.Iswitchoffmyphoneandjustsitinsilence.

Bythetimeileaveit'sdarkoutsideandeveryone

hasalreadyleft.Igotintomycaranddrovehome.

WheniarrivedifoundMpendulosittinginour

bedroom.

Mpendulo:isthisthetimetocomehome?Thekids

evenfellasleepwaitingforyou.

Me:pleasegivemeabreak.Imtired.

Mpendulo:Khanyisileimtiredofyoudisrespecting

me.Mebeinggentlewithyoudoesnotmeaniam

stupid.Showmerespect.Whenisaysitdownand

letstalkďoexactlythat.Nowit'slikeican'tleadmy

family.Imalwaysthewrongoneinthishouse.Yesi

domakemistakesandimworkingonfixingthat

butgivemetherespectthatideserveasyour

husband.Justlikeirespectyou.



Me:...

Mpendulo:itoldyouidon'twanttohearyourex's

nameinthishousebuteverytimewhensomething

goeswrongyoucomparemewithhim.Doyoustill

wanthim?Whydon'tyoupackyourthingsandgoto

him?You'realwaystalkingabouthimit'sstartingto

getinmynerves!Nxa!Ifyouregretbeingmarriedto

mewhyareyoustillhere?

AllthistimeIdidn'tsayanything.Ijustlookedat

himsayingallthesethingsthathurtme.

Mpendulo:ifyoureallyregretbeingherewithmeyou

knowthewayout.Imtiredoflivingasifimforcing

youtobehere.Ifyouwanttoleaveyou'rewelcome

toleave.Ifyounotleavingyouwilljoinmeinbed.

Iputthecarkeysonthedressingtableandwentto

thebathroom.Igotundertheshowerandjustlet

thehotwaterhitme.Icriedinsidetheshower.I

criedforeverythingthatI'vebeengoingthrough.

Afteriwasdoneiwenttobed.Ithoughthe'dbe



asleepbynow.Igotunderthecoversandputmy

headonhischest.

Me:imslrry.Imsorryfordisrespectingyou.Imsprry.

Ipromiseimnotgoingtomentionhisnameagain.

Imreallysorry.

Heignoredme.Iendedupgivinguptryingtotalkto

him.InthemorninghewasalreadyupwhenIwoke

up.Igotreadyforwork.Afteriwentdownstairsfor

breakfast.MmeMaggiepurhelperwasalreadyup.

Me:morningmme.

Maggie:morningmychild.Yourbreakfastisinthe

oven.Yourhusbandhasalreadytakenthekidsto

school.

Me:okay.Thankyoumme.

Iatemybreakfastthendroveofftowork.Justlike

yesterdaypeoplewerelookingatme.Istoppedand

lookedateveryone.

Me:issomethingwrong?

Noonesaidanything.



Me:thengettoworkinsteadofstaringatme.Do

whatipayyoufor.

Iproceededtomyoffice.Istartedgettingthings

readyforthemeetingsthatihavetoday.Imlosing

clientsandthat'sverybadforbusiness.Myteam

thatisinchargeofthecompanyreallydidagreat

jobbutjustthisonescandalhasturnedthings

upsidedown.Myfirstmeetingcameanditdidn'tgo

reallywell.Theclientisterminatingtheircontract.

Thesamegoesforthesecondone.Nowiminmy

thirdmeetingfortheday.

Client:thisscandalhaspaintedthiscompanybadly.

Me:exactly.It'sjustascandal.Notsomethingthat's

true.Iassureyouthiswillbeoversoon.Thisisjust

someonetryingtoruinmebecauseoftheirown

agenda.Mylawyershaveadvicedmenotto

commentonwhat'sgoingonuntilfurthernotice.

Everythingwillbeexplainedthen.Ipromiseyouthis

willnotnterferewithanything.Imontopofit.And

youknowwhatthiscompanyiscapableof.

Client:iwillgetbacktoyou.



Me:thankyou.

Ishakehishandandheleaves.Usuallygetting

backtoyoumeansquiettheopposite.There'sno

guaranteeforapositiveoutcome.Firstdayback

andimalreadytired.Ifimnothavingzoom

meetingswiththeRustenburgbranchit'sthisside.I

didn'tevengettimetoorderlunch.Aftermylast

zoommeetingidrovetoPretoriaNorth.Afterthe

longdayI'vehadideserveafullplateofpapand

beefstew.Ormaybedumplingsandchickenstew.I

don'tknow.ButigettoRose'srestaurantandorder

papandbeefstew.Istarteating.Iwasreallyhungry.

Ihearaclickandiknowsomeonejusttooka

pictureandimgoingtobethestoryoftheday.Ipay

andleave.Iwishicouldjusttellthesideofmystory

buticannotdothat.Mydadcalledwhileiwason

myway.

Dad:howareyou?

Me:dadthingsarefallingapart.

Dad:areyoudriving?

Me:yesbutwecantalk.ImconnectedtoBluetooth.



Dad:iknowyoumustbecryingnow.Don'tworry.

Thingswillworkout.Iwillalsogoandcheckon

thingsonyourcompanythisside.

Me:dadidon'twanttobotheryou.

Dad:you'remychildandiwanttodothisforyou.I

knowiknownothingaboutrunningabusinesslike

yoursbutiwillgoandseehoweverythingisgoing.I

knowyou'renotcopingwiththis.Justtakeadeep

breathandrelax.

Me:thankbyoudad.Youknowhowtocalmme

down.

Dad:that'swhatfathersarefor.

Me:okaydad.Haveagoodday.

Dad:youtoo.

Igothomeandjustsatabitinthecar.Ididn'teven

realizethatiendedupfallingasleepinthecar.I

wasevensurprisedtofindmyselfinmybedroom

wheniheardnaknock.

Lindani:momareyoualright?

Me:imfine.



Lindani:weareabouttohavesupper.Weare

waitingforyou.

Me:wow.Didisleepthatlong?

Lindani:dadhasalreadycooked.Hesaidimust

comeandcallyou.

Me:imcoming.

Iwashedmyfaceandwenttojointhem.Mpendulo

stoodupandopenedthechairforme.

Me:heyguys.

Theyallansweredcheerfully.Weateandafterwe

weredoneIwentbacktomyroomwhiletheothers

remainedwatchingtv.Itwasn'tyet8,whichisthe

kidsbedtime.IwasonFacebookcheckingwhat

theyweresayingaboutme.Isawthatpicturewhen

iwasinPretoriaNorth.Nowit'sabouthowieatand

myweigght.Reallynow?

"Stoptorturingyourselfwithwhatpeoplesayabout

youonsocialmedia.Theywon'tstoptalking.You

justhavetoignorethem "

Me:idon'tknowwhatieverdidtohertodeserve



this.Todayilostthreeofmybiggestclients.Notto

mentionyesterday.She'sdestroyingeverythingi

workedhardfor.Whydidshehavetotarnishmy

namelikethis?

Mpendulo:hertrialstartssoon.Thenafterthatwe

canhaveapressconferenceandtelloursideofthe

story.

Me:whathurtsisthatI'mtheonewho'slosinghere.

Noneofwhatshesaidistrue.Ididn'tknowabout

allthebusinessesyouhave.Ididn'tdateyou

becauseofwhatyouhave.AsforTim'sthingsi

transferredeverythinghegavetometohisparents.

Idon'tevenknowwhereshegetsallofthis

information.

Mpendulo:comehere.

Igotoffbedandwenttohim.Hehuggedme.He

heldmetightly.

Me:imsorryaboutwhathappenedyesterday.

Mpendulo:itmustnothappenagain.Doyouknow

howitsoundsformetohearyoutalkingaboutyour

exlikethat?It'slikeimsecondchoicetoyou.are



yougoingtocompareusallthetime?Please.It

muststop.

Me:itwon'thappenagain

Mpendulo:that'swhatyousaidlasttime.

Me:I'velearntmylesson.Ithurtshavingyoumadat

me.Youdidn'tevenholdmelastnightandwhenI

triedtalkingtoyouyouignoredme.Icriedmyselfto

sleep.

Mpendulo:iforgiveyou.Imsorrythatyouwerehurt.

Me:thankyou.Didyougetmeoutofthecar?

Mpendulo:yes.Iheardyourcardrivinginandwas

surprisedwhenyouwerenotcomingout.Wheni

wenttocheckyouhadalreadyfallenasleep.

Me:Ifeellikediggingaholeandburymyself.Now

everywhereigopeopletakepicturesofne.Canyou

believesomeonetookapictureofmeandisbusy

bodyshamingmeonsocialmedia?Whathasmy

weightgottodowithanything?

Mpendulo:nothingiswrongwithyourbody.Jealous

peopledothat.



Me:but..

Mpendulo:no.Shh.

Hecutmeoffwithakiss.Hepickedneandputme

ontgebed.

Mpendulo:imissedyou.

Me:aahimissedyousomuch.

Hewastrailingkissesfrommynecktomyface.

Mpendulo:heybaby.You'resobeautiful.

Hekeptdoingthatwhisperingsweetnothings.After

thatwemadelove.Weconnected.Foramomentit

wasjustthetwoofusandnoworries.Icansaythat

imanagedtosleeppeacefully.

Mpendulo:hey.

Me:hi.

Mpendulo:howareyoubeautiful?

Me:good.Verygood.Andhowareyou?

Mpendulo:imwiththeloveofmylifeandshe's



smilingatme,imhappy.Someonedidsomething

foryoutosmilelikethis.Who'sthatperson?

Me:youknowexactlywhothatpersonis.Andhe

mademehappy.

Mpendulo:mmh.Morethanyourhusbandmakes

youhappy?

Me:yes...

Mpendulo:huh!Hewena...mmh..

Hestartedticklingme.igotupandranfromthebed.

Heranaftermeuntiligotturedandrantothe

bathroomwherehegotme.Iwaslaughingsohard.

Mpendulo:it'sgoodtoseeyoulaughing.

Me:youmakemelaugh.

Mpendulo:let'stakeashower.Imtakingyoutowork

today.

Inodded.Heheldmyhandandwegotintothe

shower.Afterwefinishedshoweringwegotready

forwork.Iwenttothekidsroomandthetwinswere

notintheroom.Thandojustfinishedbeingbathed

andisgettingdressed.Imissedher.Ididn'tseeher



yesterday.Mybaby.

Me:hellobaby.

Thando:alomama

Me:mmeyoucanresttoday.Imtakingherwithme

towork.

Maggie:won'tshegiveyoutrouble?

Me:no.Herfatherwillbethere.Youcanjusthavea

dayoff.

Maggie:thankyou.

Idressedherandwentout.Herfatherwasdone.

Wedrovetomyworkplace.Peopledon'tgettired.

Todayichosetoignorethemandjustmindmyown

business.

Mpendulo:yousee?Don'tpayattentiontothemand

youwillbefine.Todayiwillhandleallyour

meetingsandyoumygirlswillsitinhereandhave

fun.Thenafterthatiwillcomeandfetchyou.Im

takingmygirlsoutforsomefreshair.

Me:okay.Thankyoufordoingthisforne.



Mpendulo:nowimgoingtothefirstmeeting.Iwill

sendbreakfastforyou.

Me:goodluck.He'severythingthatyouneedto

knowabouttheclients.

Mpendulo:don'tworry.Everythingwillbefine.

HeleftandigitthroughsomeworkwithThando

playingwithhertoys.Thedeliveryguycamewith

ourbreakfastandilayafleecedownandmeand

mybabystartedeating.Thenanotherdeliverywith

flowersandchocolates.Mmh."Relaxandjustrest.I

willhandleeverything.Don'tworry.Haveagood

daywithmybabiesthere.Iloveyou"

Aahh.Whatdididotodeserveamanlikethis?

Ispentmydaygoingthroughpaperworkandjust

seeingwhatitisthatcanbedone.Iwasonacall

whenBontlecameinwithanewspaper.Ifinished

withthecallandattendedtoher.

Me:Thandostopthat.

ShewasclimbingonBontle.



Bontle:aggit'sfine.She'sgrownhey.

Me:andgivingmehell.Ngwanaogautlwe.She

movesaroundthehouseandthestairs.Oneday

she'sgoingtofall.

Bontle:that'showkidsare.Ibroughtyouthis

newspaper.

Me:ahleaveithere.

Bontle:don'tworry.It'sgoodnews.Letmeleaveyou

toread.

Ireadthearticleaftersheleft.Wow.Ineverthought

Rapulawoulddothis.

*TOBECONTINUED*
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afterifinishedreadingthenewspaperBongani

cameintomyoffice.Thedoorwasnotclose.

Bongani:MamKhozahowareyou?

Me:imgoodandyou?

Bongani:imgood.Imheretofetchyou.Come

Thandolwethu.

Sherantohim.Idon'tknowwhyshealwaysthink

Bonganiisherfather.Hisvoiceisdifferent.Buti

knowifherfatherweretocomeinhereshewould

runtohim.SiyabongaandBonganiaretheones

wholookexactlylikemyhusband.Thedifferenceis

theirbodysize.

Me:whyareyoufetchingme?

Bongani:themediaisalloverthisplace.Bafosent

metofetchyoucoshe'snotdonewithhismeetings.

Me:ithoughtthatarticleaboutRapulahelped.

Bongani:Rapula!Rapulafuthi?Whenareyougoing

tostoptalkingaboutthisguy?Stoptalkingabout

him.Ifihearhisnameagain....Let'sgo.



Wegotoutifthebuildingandindeedthemediawas

allover.

Me:canwepleasegopastHatfieldfestivalstreet?I

wanttobuysomething.

Bongani:okay.

Wegotoutthroughthebackandwenttohiscar.Igot

tobreathewhenweleft.Wegottofestivalandi

wenttobuywhatiwantedtobuy.

Bongani:isthatwhatyouwerebuying?

Me:yeah.She'stheonlyoneiknowwhosells

aroundhere.Iwascravingit.

Hetookthetwopocketsofthebrownsoilthati

boughtandthrewthemoutsidethewindow.

Bongani:nxa!

Me:why..

Bongani:givebirthfirstthenyoucaneatyourthings

inpeace.Iwon'tsitandwatchwhileyoucause

damagetomybrother'sbabies.

Mnx.Iwasreallycravingthatsoil.Anywaywedrove



tohisplacefirstandiwaiteuntilhecameback.He

camebackwithababygirlandstrippedherinthe

carseatattheback.Ididn'tevennoticethatthere

weretwocarseats.Wegottomyplaceandhetook

thekidsinwithhim.Thetwinswerewatchingtv

withLisa.Thesethreeareinseparable.

Bongani:Lisatakeyoursiblingsandgowatchtvin

yourroom.

Lisa:babawho'sthisbaby?

Bongani:yourlittlesister.Takehertoo.

Theywentupthestairsandijuststoodthere

surprised.

Me:whosebabyisthat?

Bongani:Khanyisileiam..

Me:what?

Bongani:shehasnowheretogo.Hermotheris

deadandyouwillhavetotakeherin.

Me:whyme?

Bongani:ithinkwebothknowwhat'sgoingonhere.



Iwillseeyou.

Me:you'renotgoinganywhere.Takethatbabywith

you.Idon'twantherhere!

Bongani:soyouwanthertostayoutinthestreets?

Me:idon'tknowwhatyouwilldowithherbutiwant

heroutofhere!

NARRATED.

Mpendulocamebackhomeassoonashefinished

withthemeetings.HefoundBonganigonesohe

hadtocallhimtoknowwhatwashappening.

Mpendulo:wheredidyougetthebaby?

Bongani:atyourlover'splace.Thatwomanis

dangerous.Shefooledusbythatbabyshebrought

thattimeknowingthatshewasreallyhidingyour

baby.Shewantedyoutofightwithyourwife.She

calledmetofetchher.Justasiwasaboutleave

somewhitemancameinandshother.Ijusttook

thebabyandthedocumentsshegavemeandleft.



Sheknewthatshewasgoingtojailandshe'dhave

noonetotakecareofthebaby.Thedocumentsare

inherbackpack.

Mpendulo:thisisamess!ThistimeKhanyisilewill

reallyleaveme!

Bongani:bafoyou'retheheadofyourfamily.Don't

allowhertoleave.Don'tlethertoevenentertain

thatidea.Ifsheleavesit'llbetheendofyourfamily.

Yourfamilywillcomecrumblingdown.Sodo

whateverittakesfoehertostay.Dowhateverbut

don'tletherleave.

Mpendulo:I'veneverbeenscaredlikeiamright

now.

Bongani:talktoher.Shemightunderstand

Mpendulo:shap.

Hewentupstairsandheardthekidscrying.He

startedthere.ThebabyandThandowerecrying.

Lisa:theywerefightingfortoys.

Mpendulo:comeThando.

Thando:shetookmytoys.



Mpendulo:itoldyouyoushouldlearntoshareokay?

Shenodded.

Mpendulo:stopcrying.

Hegotoutandwenttohisroom.

Mpendulo:Khanyisile!whatareyoudoing!?

Heshoutedhittingherhand.Thepillsfellonthe

floor.

Mpendulo:doyouthinkkillingyourselfwillchange

things!?Whyareyoudoingthis?

Kea

Idon'tknowwhatiwasthinking.Ijustfoundmyself

takingallthosepills.Idon'tknowwhatwouldhave

happenedifhedidn'tcomeintime.Iwipemytears

andgetintobed.

Mpendulo:imsorry.Ididn'tknowaboutthechild.

Bonganicalledmeandtoldmewhatwas

happening.

Icouldn'tanswerhim.Ilookedathimandhiseyes



werered.Isawthekid.She'salmostThando'sage.

Shelooksexactlylikeher.Ifyoudon'tknowyou

couldsaytheyaretwins.

Mpendulo:let'stalkaboutthis.

Me:iknowforsureificheatediwouldbeoutof

herealready.Iwouldbehumiliated.Youwouldn't

forgiveme.Nowimustacceptyourchild?Idon't

wanttolie.Idon'twantthatchildhere.

Mpendulo:ican'tabandonmychild.Hermotheris

dead.Whowilltakecareofher?

Me:thankGodshe'sdead.Iwillrest.Hermother

terrorisedmeandnowyou'rerubbingitinthatyou

werebusysleepingaroundouttherewhileiwaited?

Youevenbroughtachild.Thisisbeyondme.

Mpendulo:ididn'tmeanforthistohappen.

Me:imsorrybutIcan'tacceptyourbaby.Takecare

ofheryourself.Andpleasegivemespace.Ihaveto

clearmyheadanddecidewhatiwant.

Mpendulo:areyougoingtodivorceme?

Me:isthatwhatyouwant?



Mpendulo:ofcoursenot.

Me:imleaving.

Mpendulo:you'renotgoinganywhere.Wewillstay

hereandfindasolutiononhowwewillraiseour

kidsandourfamily.Inthismarriagewesaidin

goodandbadtimes.Nowthatwe'refacing

problemsyouwanttoleave?Thatisnothappening.

Iloveyouandimnotgoingtoletyouleave.

Me:soyou'regoingtoforcemetostayhere.

Mpendulo:ifihaveto.

Hewentoutaftersayingthat.Ichangedfromthe

clothesiwaswearing.Iwentdownstairstocook.I

madepapandchickenfeetandmala.Afteriwas

doneiwenttocheckonthekidsandtheywerefine.

Igavethemtheirfoodandatemine.Ileftforthe

othersinthemicrowave.Afteridecidedtodomy

work.Ifocusedonthat.Ihadalotofworktodo.I

couldn'tletmyteamdoitalone.Imjustgrateful

Mpendulomanagedtoconvincethoseclientsto

stay.Afterthaticheckedonhoweverythingis

goingwithmyproperties.Everythingwasgoingwell



andiwashappyaboutthat.Afterigavethekidsa

bath.Idon'tknowwhereMpendulowent.Heleft

withThandoandhisotherchild.Fordinneri

orderedpizzaandafterthatiwentstraighttobed.I

wokeupwhensomeonewasshakingme.

Me:keeng?

Mpendulo:youwerenotwakingupandithought...

Me:thatikilledmyself?Iwon'tdothat.Idon'teven

knowwhatiwasthinking.Iwouldhavekilled

myselfandwhatwouldthatsolve?

Mpendulo:that'sgood.

Iwentbacktosleep.Ididn'twanttohavechitchats.

Thefollowingdayiwokeuplate.Itookashower

andwenttohavebreakfast.Afterilookedformy

babyandshewasnotinthehouse.Theothers

alreadyleftforschoolsoithoughtshewent

somewherewithherfather.

"Ihavetoruntotheoffice.Canyoupleaselook

afterher?"



Me:....

Mpendulo:ipromiseiwontbelate.

Hetookhiskeysandrushedout.Ilookedatthese

twoandtheywerewet.Weretheyplayingwith

water?Ipickedthemandwenttogivethemabarh.

AfteriwasdoneidrovetoTheGrove.Therewas

nothingicoulddo.Thebabyhadnoclothes.Itwas

alotofworkwalkingfromshoptoshopwithtwo

babies.Iboughtclothesforherandthingsthat

babiesuse.Whenwegothomeiputeverythingin

itsplacethenwenttositattheback.Itwasavery

hotday.Isatthereuntilthebabiesfellasleeptired

fromplaying.Iplacedthemonafleeceanddidmy

workonmylaptop.Ithoughtaboutwhatimgoing

todo.Amireallygoingtotakecareofthisbaby?I

hateitsmother.Imangryatthefather.Sowhatani

goingtodo?Hermotherandfatherhurtmealot.

EverytimeIseeheriwillthinkofwhattheydid.I

don'tthinkimreallydestinedforapeacefullife.It's

problemafterproblem.Whenitrytofixthis

somethingelsehappens.It'slikeimcursed.



..........

Me:Ineedspace.

Mpendulo:whatspace?

Me:ineedtimetothink.Imgoinghometomorrow.

Mpendulo:whyareyougoinghome?

Me:aowbathong.Imjustvisiting.It'sdad'sbirthday

onThursday.

Mpendulo:howlongwillyoubegone?

Me:idon'tknow.Iwouldtakethekidswithbutthey

haveschoolsoiwillgowithThandoandthetwins.

Mpendulo:Sphesihleyena?You'releavingher?

Me:ofcoursenot.Whowillshebewithhere?.Uou

didn'teventellmehername.Youjustdumpedher

withmewithouteventellingmehername.

Mpendulo:sorry.Iknowthisisalottotakeinbut

pleasefindinyourhearttoforgiveme.Ididnot

knowthingswouldturnoutlikethis.Ihurtyouand

that'snotsomethingthatyoucanjusthealfrom.



Everytimeyoutrytomoveonsomethingcomes

backtorefreshthatwound.Iamreallysorry.Ifi

couldiwouldmakeallofthisgoaway.Butican't.I

canonlytellyouthatimsorryandtrytomake

thingsright.

Me:it'stoolateforthat.Achildisalreadyhereand

there'snowayyoucanmakeherdisappear.Andi

can'tmakeyouchoosebetweenmeandyourchild.

Justlikeiwouldneverexpectsomeonetodothatto

mecosI'dchoosemychildanyday.Goodnight.

Mpendulo

Tgeweekendcameandhecalledhiswifeaskingif

hecouldfetchherandthekids.Shetoldhimthat

shewoulddrivebackintheafternoon.Sointhe

afternoonhewaitedfirherandtherewasnosignof

hercomingback.Hetriedcallingandshewasnot

pickingup.Heevenresortedtocallinghisfatherin

law.That'swhenheheardthatshewouldn'tbeable

tocomeback.



Fil:it'srainingbadlyheresoshewontbecoming

backtoday.She'llwaitfortheraintostopmaybe

shemightcometomorroworTuesday.

Hewasdefeated.Inhismindthatwasherwayof

leaving.Heknewthatitwasapossibility.He

startedpanickingwhenacararrivedonMonday

withthetwinandSphesihle.

"Mamaissickandgogoistakingcareofher."

That'swhattheysaidwhenheaskedthem.Amonth

andshedidnotcomeback.Hehandledeverything

athercompany.Jugglingthreecompaniesat

once,youwillneverknowhowhedidthatwiththe

wayhewasstressed.Heevencalledhisfatherto

helphimgototgeBogatsu'sandapologiseforwhat

happened.Hisunclescameandtheytookatripto

theNorthWestprovince.Theyarrivedthereand

statedwhattheyweretherefor.

MrBogatsu:whatdoyoumeanmydaughterisnot

athermaritalhouse?Sheleftherewithherchildren

amonthago!Andyou'reonlycomingnow?



Khozauncle:weareverysorry.Theywerehaving

problemsintheirmarriage.Wethoughtmaybeshe

wasjustclearingherhead.

MrBogatsu:shehasn'tcalledmeinaweek.

Problemsyoumeanthechildthathemadeoutside

hismarriage?Igaveyoumychildwithhopesthat

youwoulddobetterbyherbutyouhurther.So

whatareyougoingtodonowthatthingsarelike

this?

Muzi:wewillforher.Weapologizeforeverything

thathappened.Itwasnevermybrother'sintention

forthistohappen.

MrBogatsu:doesn'thehaveamouthtospeakfor

himself?IthoughtyouwereagoodmanbutIwas

foolingmyself.Anotherthing,ifyoudon'tfindmy

childneversetyourfoothere.Don'tcallus.Onlymy

grandchildrencanbutwenaidon'twanttoseeyou

untilyoufindmychild.

Sincethatdaytheydidn'tstoplooking.Theylooked

alloverthecountrybutcouldn'tfindher.



Monthslatertherewasstillnosignofher.

Lisa:daddywhatwouldyounamethebabbieswhen

mommygivesbirth?

Mpendulo:doyoumissher?

Lisa:yes.Whenisshecomingback?Yousaidafter

shehasgivenbirthbutit'sbeenalongtimenow.

TodayisChristmasandshe'snothere.

Mpendulo:shewillcome.

Lisa:iboughtherapresent.Iwillgiveherwhenshe

comesback.Ihavetwopresentsforher.

Mpendulo:come.It'stimeforlunch.

Lisa:butwewenttochurcheveryChristmaswith

mama.

Mpendulo:wewillgotomorrow.

Theywentwheretheothersweresitting.

Mpendulo:whereisyourwifeMzwakhe?



Mzwakhe:shehaderandstorunbeforecominghere.

She'sonherway.Letmecallheragain.

Mpendulo:okay.

Siya:kantisidlanini?

Mzwakhe:ijustcalledmywife.Shesaidshe'llcome

backtomorrow.

Mabutho:afterwewaitedallthistime?

Mzwakhe:itoldhertocomeback.Shesoundedoff

andcouldn'twaittocutthecall.soshe'sonherway.

Siya:whywouldshehaveerandstorunon

Christmas?She'suptosomething.

Mzwakhe:stopbeingcrazy.

Siya:okay.Lookatitlikethis.KhanyisileandBonolo

can'tgoadaywithouttalkingtoeachotherand

todayshehaswrands?Whydidn'tshedothem

yesterday?

Mzwakhe:haywena.Stoptalkingnonsense.We

postponedourweddingbecausesheleft.

"Daddy!"



TheyalllookedatthepassageandsawThando.

Sherantoherfatherandhecaughther.Everyone

wasstunnedatthis.Eventheothercameoutofthe

kitchen.

Mpendulo:where'smommy?

Shepointedatthepassage.Bonoloappeared

holdingtwobabiesandKeatlaretsianotherone.

Mzwakhe:youknewaboutthis?

Nolo:no.Shecalledmelastnighttobringthekidsto

seeherandicouldn'tsoihadtogoandconvince

hertocomeback.

Mabutho:wherewereyouallthistime?

Mpendulo:pleasestopwiththisinterrogation.Let's

eat.Iwilltalktomywifelater.

Kea:I'llgoputthekidsdown.

Nolo:let'sgo.

Mpendulo:I'llgowithher.Givethemtome.

Kealeftfirstandputthebabythatshehadonbed.

Kea:youcanputthemonbedandgoback.I'llbe



here.

Mpendulo:comeandjoinus.

Kea:idon'tfeellikeacrowd.

Mpendulo:thisisyourfamily,notacrowd.Let'sgo.

Keatlaretsi

Iwenttojointheothersforlunch.Theyallkept

lookingatmeandtriedmakingsmalltalksbuti

wasn'tthere.

Bongani:sowherewereyou?

Iexhaledfirst.

Me:iwasinlimpopowithRap..

Shaka:Rapulaagain?

Siya:youranbacktothatidiot!?

Me:bathong.Stopinterrogatingme.You'renotmy

husbandssoleavemealone.Notthatit'sanyof

yourbusinessbutIwasstayingwithRapelangmy



cousin'sexwife.Iknewthatnoonewouldlook

theresothat'swhyIwenttoher.EverytimeIgo

somewherey'allaregoingtoassumeimwith

Rapula.Canyoujustforoncestoptalkingabout

him!?

Mabutho:youjustdisappearedwithouttelling

anyonesowhatdoyouwantustothinkaboutthat?

Me:yousurprisemeyouknowthat?Yourbrother

disappearedforawholeyearandyoudidnot

interrogatehim.Insteadyouaccusedmeof

cheating.Hewentbackagaintothesamewoman

hewascheatingonmewithandyousaidnothing.

Nowthere'sachildbutidon'tseeyouinterrogating

him.Ileavejusttoclearmyheadandthefirstthing

yousayisRapulathisandthat.Themotherofthe

childwhoisherealmostkilledmykidsbyburning

thehousewiththeminsideandstrangledmysonto

deathandnoonesaidanythingaboutthat.Doyou

evenknowwhatIwentthrough?Howiamrightniw?

Allyoucareaboutisyourbrother.Soletmebe.I

didn'twanttocomebackhere.Icameherebecause

ithoughtofwhatmykidsmustbegoingthrough.



Imnothungryanymore!

Iwipedmyhandsandstoodup.

Bongani:wearesorryfornotbeingconsiderate.We

aresorryforeverythingthatyou'regoingthrough.

Me:youseemecryinghereandthinkthisisajoke.

It'snot.You'reallalwaysrightandimthewrongone.

Okaylet'sdothis.Tour

Siya:Khanyisilesiyacolisa

Me:it'stoolateforthat.

Mpendulo:Khanyisilesitdownandeat.Sitdown.

Itooktwostepsandhetalkedagain.

Mpendulo:Khanyisile!Comebackhere!

Iwentbackslowly.

Mpendulo:sitdownandlet'seat.

Itookmyseatandatewiththem.Theywereall

chattingandlaughingandeatingwhileIwasjust

eatingquietly.Afterwefinishediwantedtohelp



withthedishesbutPhumlasaidishouldjustrelax.I

wenttolookformyboys.Ifoundthetwinsplaying

withotherkids.

Me:Ayanda.

Luu:Ayamommyiscallingus.Let'sgo.

Theyrantome.Myboyshavegrown.

Aya:mommywhydoyoualwaysleaveusandgo

withThandoonly?Youdon'tloveus?

Me:iloveyouallsomuch.Mommywassickand

hadtogostayatthehospitalsothatshecanget

well.AndihadtotakeThandobecauseshe'syoung

andshewouldcryeveryday.

Luu:youseedaddywasright.

Aya:butSphesihleisyoungtooandshecries

everyday.

Me:icouldn'ttakecareofherandThandowiththe

otherbabies.

Aya:okaymommy.I'mhappyyou'reback.Don't

leaveagain.



Me:iwon't.

Luu:let'sgotakeherpresent.

Aya:wehavetwopresentsforyou.Onefor

Christmasandforyourbirthday.

Me:youwillgivemelater.Let'sgoseeyourlittle

brothers.

Theyranandleftmebehind.Iwenttotheroomthe

babiesareinandLisawasalsothere.Thandowas

alsoonthebedwithSphesihle.Thandolovesto

sleepwiththebabies.

Lisa:mommythebabiesarebeautiful.Ihopeyouare

notleavingagain.Thandogetoff.Youknowthese

babies.

Thando:theylovesleepingwithme.Theydon'tcry

untilileavethem.

Me:imnotleaving.

Iletthembe.Iwenttositbythebalconyofmy

bedroom.Iopenedtheslidingdoorandlettheair

hitme.Isattherethewholeday.Bonolosentmea



messagethattheyareleaving.Whenthebabies

wokeupihadtobreastfeedthem.It'salotofwork

whenitcomestothis.Theotheronewillbecrying

whileIfeedtheother.

Mpendulo:wefixedtheircots.Isitfineiftheysleep

inthenurseryoryouwantthemhere?

Me:it'sfine.Theycansleepinthenursery.

Mpendulo:sithere.Iwillgoandputthemtosleep.

Hetookthemandiwenttothebathroom.Igotinto

theshower.Everythingwasstillthesame.No

changewhatsoever.WhileIwasshoweringifelta

handtouchme.Iturnedandlooked.Ididn'tknow

whattosay.

Mpendulo:shh.

Heputhisfingeronmylipsandtookthewashing

towel.Hestartedbathingme.Hekissedmy

foreheadthenhuggedme.

Mpendulo:pleasedon'teverleaveagain.Nothing

waseverthesamewithoutyou.

Me:ihavetogobacktothe...



Mpendulo:please.

Me:I'mjustgoingtothehoteltogetmystuffand

signout.

Mpendulo:iwilldriveyou.

Wefinishedshoweringandwenttogetdressed.I

tookmyhandbagandwentdownstairs.

Luu:you'releavingagain.

Hestartedcrying.Iwentandhuggedhim.

Me:boyimnotleaving.Imjustgoingtofetchthe

babiesstuffandtheirclothes.

Luu:iwanttogowithyou.

Me:ileftthebabiessleepingsoiwontleaveokay?I

willbeback.

Luu:okay.IwillgiveyouyourgiftwhenIcomeback.

Me:iloveyou.

Luu:iloveyoutoo

Ileft.IfoundMpendulointhecar.Hedroveoff.I

putthegpstothehotel.Igotthereandtookmy



stuff.Ihadn'tunpackedit.Wedrovebackhome.

Thetwinswerehappytoseeme.Theygavememy

giftsandsleptafterireadthebedtimestoryfor

them.

Me:babe...umwhere'sLindaniandMnqobi?

Mpendulo:they'reinDurban.Allthekidswentthere.

Lisa,Sphesihleandthetwinsremainedbecausei

didn'twanttobeleftaloneonChristmas.They'llbe

backonthe30th.

Me:okay.

Itwassuddenlysilent.Noonetalking.Justus

lookingateachother.Imovedmyheadcloserto

his.Ipeckedhislips.Theystillsmelledthesame.

Justaswefirstmet.Iwantedtomovebackbuthe

capturedmylips.Westartedkissingasifwewere

hungryforoneanother.Imissedhim.Histouch.

Hisgentleness.Hisbreath.Everythingabouthim.I

smiledafterourkiss.

Mpendulo:howoldarethetriplets?

Me:threemonths.They'repremature..I

encounteredsomeproblems.Ialmostlostthembut



byGod'sgracetheymadeit.

Mpendulo:whydidn'tyoucomehome?

Me:iwantedtoclearmyhead.Inadifferent

environment.Whereiwouldnothavestress.And

Qhawedyingalsocontributedtoit.Ididn'twant

whathappenedthelasttimetohappenagain.

Mpendulo:butyoucouldhavetoldmewhereyou

weregoing.DoyouhateSphesihle?

Me:idon'thateher.It'sjustthatwhathermotherdid

stillcomesbacktomeandifearformykids.iwould

neverhateachildwhohasnosin.Shedidn't

choosetocomeinthisworldthewayshedid.

Mpendulo:buttoleave?Youcouldhavestayedand

wewouldhavedealtwitheverythingtogether.

Me:imsorryokay?Butbeingherewas

overwhelmingandsuffocatingme.

Mpendulo:theimportantthingisyou'rebacknow

andyouwillneverleave.

Hesaiditasifhewantedmetoverifythat.



Mpendulo:Notalksaboutseparationsordivorce.

Wewillfixthings.Wewillbefine.Iknowwewill.

Me:didisayanythingaboutthat?

Mpendulo:withthewayyourfatherisangryatme

anythingispossible.Didyoucallhim?

Me:no.Iwillcallhimtomorrow.Imsorryfor

speakinglikethatinfrontofyourbrothers.

Mpendulo:it'sfine.Youwerejustsayingwhat'sin

yourheart.Bottlingitupwouldcausemoredamage.

It'sgoodthatyousaidit.Theyunderstand.Andthey

apologiseforeverything.Foralltheheartachethey

caused.

Me:iwasn'ttryingtodisrespectthem.It'sjustthat

everytimeeverythinggoeswrongimtoblame.

EspeciallyMabuthoandShaka.They'realways

expectingmetodosomethingwrong.Youlwftme

andthekidsalone.Theyaccusedmeof

cheating,kickedmeoutofherelikeadog.

Threatenedtotakemykidsfromme.Beingtoldthat

theyknewthatiwasn'taKhozawifematerial.

That'slikesayingI'mnotgoodenoughforyou.Now



thatyoucheatedandbroughtachildhometheyare

quietasifyoudidagoodthing.Idon'tseeanyone

comingheretoshiutatyoulikeiwasshoutedat.

Whyaretheynotkickingyouout?Isitbecausethis

isyourhouse?

Mpe:youknowthisisourhouse.

Me:welliwastoldtoleavebecausethisisyour

house.DoestherulesonlyapplytomebecauseI'm

awoman?Iwastoldthattheydon'ttolerate

cheatinginthisfamilybutbecauseit'sdonebyone

oftheirowntheycantolerateit.Ifeltlikean

outsider.Itshowedthathereiwillneverreallybe

accepted.AndI'mfinewiththat.It'slife.Iwilljust

havetobestrong.That'swhatialwaysdoanyway.

I'mstrong.Alwayshavebeen.Eventhisiwill

surviveit.Soyeah.Iguessthat'spartofmylife.

Mpe:sthandwasamii...

Me:whathappenedhashappened.Wecannot

changeit.

Mpendulo:iwilltalktothem.Ipromiseitwon't

happenagain.Iwillmakesureofit.



Me:mmh.Goodnight.

Mpe:uyaphi?

Me:I'llbesleepingintheroomnexttothenursery.

Mpe:what'swrongnow?Whynotsleepinour

bedroom?

Me:Ijustwanttothink.Justbealoneforamomwnt.

Mpe:you'vebeenaloneallthesemonths.Cometo

bed.Howwillwefixthingswithyousleepingina

differentroom?

Me:doyoureallythinkthingswilleverbethesame?

Mpe:yes.We'vebeenherebefore.Andwesurvived

everyproblemwe'vefaved.Wewillbefine.

Me:idon'tbelievethatanymore.I'vebeenthrougha

lot.AlltheproblemswealwaysfaceI'mtheone

whoalwaysgetshurt.Whatisitwithme?Amiever

goingtocatchabreak?

Mpe:I'mreallysorry.Iknowicausedallofthis.

Me:goodnight.

Igotinbedandlookedattheotherside.



*TOBECONTINUED*

[07/06,19:04] :*STORYOFMY

LIFE:KEATLARETSI*

*CHAPTER30*

Inthemorningiwokeupandfreshenupthenwent

tomakebreakfast.WhileIwasstillcooking

Mpendulocameandheldmefromtheback.

Me:morningbabe.

Mpendulo:goodmorning.Thisplacefeelsdifferent

today.Itshowsthatmommyishome.

"Goodmorningmommyanddaddy."

Me:goodmorning.Didyouguyssleepwell?

Aya:yes.

Me:good.I'mmakingbreakfast.Goandsitdown.I

willbringthefoodwhenimdone.



TheyallleftbutThandodidn'twanttoleaveand

Sphesihlewasonhertailmeaningshewasn't

leavingeither.

Me:comebiggirl.

IpickedThandoupandkissedher.

Me:sitthere.

Ishowedherthebunkstoolandgaveheramuffin.I

pickedSphesihleanddidthesame.Shevomitedon

me.

Me:ohmyGod!

Mpendulo:I'llgocleanherup.

Me:it'sfine.Iwilltakecareofit.Youcancleanthe

tiles

Iwenttobathherandshewassplashingthewater.

Me:don'tdothat.

Sphe:areyoumymom?

Me:icanbeyourmom.

Sphe:iwantyoutobemymom.



Me:okayimyourmomthen.Wheredoesithurt?

Shetocuhedherstomach.Ibrushedherstomach

whileshelookedatme.Ifinishedanddressedher.

Mpendulo:you'redone.

Me:yeah.Ithinkshehasastomachache.Shesays

herstomachhurt.

Mpendulo:ihavetotakehertothehospital.

Me:relax.Igavehermedicineandwarmwaterwill

alsohelp.She'llbefineandrunningaroundsoon.

Mpendulo:ihavetomakesure.Whatifshegets

worse?

Me:iknowthesethings.EvenThandoexperienceit

sometimes.

Mpendulo:still.Ihavetomakesure.Whatifmy

childgetsworsewhileicouldhavedonesomething.

Me:okay.Youcantakeyour"child"tothehospital.

Mpendulo:ididn'tmeanitlike that.

Me:it'sfine.Takehertothehospital.



Ifinishedwiththebreakfastandwenttocallthe

othersandweate.

Me:dumelangpapa.

Hekeptquiet.Ifinallyfoundthecouragetocallhim.

Iheardsomeshufflingonhisside.

Me:papacanyouhearme?

Dad:yes.Wherehaveyoubeenallthistime?Not

evenaphonecalltoletmeknowthatyou'refine.

Me:iwasinlimpopowithRapelang.Imsorryfornot

tellingyou.

Dad:it'sbeenalmostayearwithoutseeingyou.Doi

havetodiesothatyoucancomeandseeme?

Me:papasabuayaalohle.Walwala?

Dad:imnotsick.Butwhyontatlhetsiyana

ngwanake?

Me:dadstopworrying.Kamosoketlagolebona.

Dad:retlabonakawena.



Me:papatlhe.

Dad:aosiameyanong?Isthatmanmistreatingyou?

Itoldyouyoucanalwayscomeback.Youhavea

homeandafatherwholovesyou.

Me:he'snotmistreatingme.Everythingisgood.

Dad:that'sgoodthen.Comewithmygrandkids.It's

beenawhilesinceIsawthem.

Me:okaypapa.Iwillcomewiththem.Imsurethey

alsomissyou.Bye.Retlabuwakamoso.

Aftertalkingtodadifeltbad.He'stheoneperson

whoisalwaysthereformenomatterwhat.

Me:Lisagoandopenthedoor.

Lisa:mamaImtired.Whatiftheykidnapme?

Me:you'rejustlazy.Goandopen.Andtomorrowwe

aregoingtoRustenburg.

Lisa:yes!

Shewenttoopenthedoordancing.Shelovesgoing

toRustenburgbecausetheyplayonthestreets.



"Andthen?Whyareyousittingalone?"bonolo

"It'snothing."Me

Shetakesaseatnexttome.

"Heactsasifidon'tlikehischild.Asifiwillkill

her."me

Shelooksatmeasiftosayimustcontinue.

"ThismorningshevomitedonmewhenIpickedher

up.Iwenttobathherandiaskedifshewasfine.

Shehadastomachache.Igavehermedicine.Itold

himshewillbefine.Youshouldhaveseentheway

helookedatme.Heevencalledherhis"child".

Whatamidoinghere?"me

"I'msureit'snotthatdeep."Bonolo

"Youcan'tsaythat.You'renottheonehewas

lookingat.Helookedatmelikeihaddone

somethingwrong."Me

"Talktohim.Tellhimtotalkabouthisfearsand

whatheexpectsofyou."bonolo

"Wherewillitalktohimfrom?Heleftinthemorning

andhe'snotbackyet.Whatistakingsolongatthe



hospital?"me

"Don'tstartsuspectinghim.There'snooneelse.

"Bonolo

"Iwasn'teventhere.Anywaytomorrowimgoing

home."Me

'"Youshould.Yourdadwasworriedaboutyou.Im

gettingmarriedendofJanuary."

"Didn'tyougetmarriedkaSeptember?"me

"Withoutmymaidofhonour?Icouldn'tgetmarried

untilwefoundyou."bonolo

Inodandjustlookedatmyphone.

"Anyway...Thingsaregoingwellwithyour

propertiesandthecompanies.It'sgoingwelleven

afterthatscandalwiththemedia."bonolo

"Huh?Mpendulotoldyou?"

"No.Idon'ttrustanyonewithyourassetsand

everythingyouownokay?Afterwhathappened

withRapulaiwillalwayslookoutforyou.Iknow

MpenduloisnotlikeRapulabutplease...don'tever

giveamansharesfromyourcompany.Evenifit's



notaman.That'swhyIdidn'ttakethe10%you

wantedtogiveme.Yourmotherworkedveryhard

foryoutojustgivethingsoutforfree.These

businesseswillsustainyouinfutureevenwhen

you'renolongerworking."Bonolo

"Thankyousomuch.Youknow,youaretheonly

personItrustsomuchinmylife.Mostpeoplehave

betrayedmebutnotyou.You'veonlybeenfighting

mybattleswithme.Youareanangelinmylife."Me

"Youaremylittlesisterandasabigsisterihaveto

lookafteryou."bonolo

Ihuggedher.Ievenshedsometears.Idon'tknow

whereiwouldbewithouther.

"Stopcrying.Iwouldliketoseemybabiesnow."

Wegotupandwenttothenursery.

"Thesetwowerehereallthistime?"

Me:theycan'tgetenoughofthebabies.Theyeven

wantedtosleepherelastnight.

Bonolo:imtakingonewithme.

Aya:no!MommyyoucankeepLwandleplease.



Welaughed.WespentourdaywithBonolo.Myday

wasgoodandamazing.Mpendulocamebackat

6pm.

Mpendulo:sawubona.

Me:hi.Howdiditgoatthehospital?

Mpendulo:good.Theyjustgavememedicinesthen

afterthatwewenttovisitZweli.Hemovedthisside

twomonthsago.

Me:okay.Seemslikeyouhadagoodtime.Howwas

Thando?

Mpendulo:shewasfine.

Me:okay.ThingissheusedtocrywhenRapelangs

kidstookherwithwhentheywenttoplay.Shewas

alwaysonmyhip.It'sgoodthatshedidn'tcrh.

Mpendulo:shewouldn'tcrywithherdaddy.Howare

theboys?

Me:theyaregood.Theyweresleepingthewhole

day.Iwon'tsleeptonight

Mpendulo:ungakhathazeki.Iftheywakeupiwill

lookafterthem.Youhavetorest.Getenoughsleep.



Me:sowhereareSphe'smedicines?

Mpendulo:here.

Inoddedandjustlookedathim.

Me:I'dliketoaskyousomethingandpleasebe

honest.DoyouthinkIhateSphe?

Mpendulo:whereisthatcomingfrom?

Me:justbehonestplease.Thelookyougavemein

themorningsaidsomething.Asifiwantedtokill

her.Likepoisonher.

Mpendulo:iknowyouwouldneverdothat.

Me:themedicineigaveher,it'sthesameastheone

inyourhand.Butafterihadgivenheritwaslikei

wastryingtodosomethingbadtoher.Youlooked

atmelikeimguilty.Iknowshe'syourchildbutdid

youhavetodothat?Ifiwantedtokillherdon'tyou

thinkIwouldhavefirstkilledLisa,Mnqobiand?I've

onlybeengoodtothem.

Mpendulo:thisisdifferent.Icheatedandihadher.

Youhatedhermother.It'sonlynaturalthatibehave

likethat.



Me:youalsohatedhermother.

Mpendulo:it'sdifferent.She'smychild.

Me:whatamievendoinghereifyoudon'ttrustme?

Don'tworry.Iwillnevertouchyourchildagain.For

allweknowyoumightbethinkingit'smyfaultthat

shewasvomiting.Howwillshestayhereifyou

Mpendulo:youknowit'snotlikethat!Whereareyou

goingnow?

Me:imgoingtocheckonourchildren.Theonesyou

don'tevenknowtheirnames?Yourfoodisinthe

oven.

....

Earlymorningiwokeupgotreadytoleave.Ibathed

thekidsandpackedclothesforthem.Iwentbackto

myroomtotakemybag.

Mpendulo:you'reallpacked.Whereareyougoing?

Me:imgoingtoRustenburg

Mpendulo:soeverytimewehaveanargument



you'regoingtogotoRustenburg?

Me:imvisitmydad.IsitokayifIgowithyourchild?

Mpendulo:whyareyousayingitlikethat?

Me:imjustsayingwhatyousaid.Iwouldn'twantto

impose.

Mpendulo:youcangowithher.Isitfineifigowith

you?

Me:imnotrunningaway.Don'tyouhavetobeat

work?

Mpendulo:no.Iwilldrivewithyou.Letmejustget

ready.

AfterhewasdonewedrovetoRustenburg.The

journeyseemedabitlongwithonlythekidstalk.

WhenwegottoRustenburgtownwestoppedthere.

Mpendulowenttobuysomething.Thetwins

wantedtogowithhim.

Me:boysbecarefulontheroad.



"Keatlaretsikewenao?"

Me:yeah...kewenamang?Oh!Karabo!Kelengkesa

gobone?

Karabo:oiphitlhileakere.

Me:Cashaneeletshweresentleneh?Kegoreidon't

evenknowwhenlastisawyou.

Karabo:whatcanisay?Sowenaonnakae?Ionce

readsomethingaboutyoubeingagolddiggerof

somesort.Andiwaslikeno.That'snothowiknow

youlike.Asyouknowyourcousin.Shesaidit's

Satan'sagentstryingtodragyoudown.

Whatilikeaboutmycousinisshemayjudgebut

she'sagoodperson.Shelovesitwhenshesees

someonedoingwellforthemselves.

Me:thesejournalistswriteanythingjustforastory.

KennakoSilverlakesgolfestate.

Karabo:InPretoria?You'redoinggoodforyourself.

Yourcousinnevertellsmeaboutthesethings.

Me:youknowhowsheis.Iwillsendhermyaddress.



Youguysshouldvisitwithyourkids.

Karabo:iwillhavetodragher.

Welaughed.

Karabo:arethoseyourkids?

Me:yeah.There'stwoatthebackthentheselittle

threeandmissyontuefront.

Lisa:mamait'smissLisaKhoza.

Karabo:nicetomeetyoumissKhoza.

Lisa:andmymomisMrskhoza.

Welaughed.Didshehavetosaythatmara?

Karabo:youhavetalkativeonehere.Iwilltell

Regomoditswethatisawyou.Haveagoodday.

Me:youtoo.Itwasniceseeingyouaftersuchalong

time.

Heleft.Mpendulocamebackwiththeboys.

Mpendulo:let'sdrivetoWaterfallmall.Ididn'tfind

anyshopiwaslookingforhere.

Me:ohwhichshopdidyouwant?



Mpendulo:iwantedtobuyclothessincewe'llbe

hereforthreedaysandididn'tpackanything.

Me:youdon'thavetostayifyoudon'twantto.Iwill

comeback.

Mpendulo:no.Thiswayiwillbeabletospendtime

withyou.

Me:okay.

Mpendulo:andimsorryabouteverything.

Me:we'lltalklater.

Whenwegottowaterfallmalltheyallgotout

leavingmewiththetriplets.

Wegothomeanddadwasbusywithhisgarden.

He'sveryoldnowbuthewillneverstopwatering

hisflowers.Hedidn'tevenseeusarrivethewayhe

wasfocusedonhisflowers.Heonlynoticedwhen

Ayandarantohim.Wewentinandutwasafull

house.Somefacesididn'tknowthem.Iwenttohug

myfather.Ireallymissedhim.I'venevergonesuch

alongtimewithoutseeinghim.



Dad:mybabyishome.

Farai:unclethat'snotababy.She'sagrownwoman.

Laughtererupted.

Lisa:mkhuluwhere'sOratile?

Dad:you'llfindhiminhisroom.

Lisa:imissedyoumkhulu.

Dad:comehere.

HehuggedthemallandtheywenttolookforOratile.

Iwasintroducedtothepeoplethatididn'tknow.My

stepbrothers.Theywerevisitingjustfortoday.Dad

saidmeandhimshouldtakeadrive.Hedrove

aroundtheneighbourhood

Dad:howareyou?

Me:imfinepapa.There'snothingtoworryabout.

Dad:isyourhusbandtreatingyouright?Didyourun

awaybecauseofhisotherchild?

Me:nodad.Everythingwasjusttoomuchforme.

Seeingthatchildbroughtbackeverything.Her

motherburningourhouseandherstrangling



Qhawetodeath...

Thecarscreechedandstopped.Isawthatwe

arrivedathome.

Dad:shedidallthat?

Me:yes.sheevenwantedtokillmymotherinlaw

butfailed.

Dad:idon'tlikewhatthismanismakingyougo

through.Ithinkit'stimeihaveatalkwithhim.If

he'sjustgoingtoplaywithyouthenyoushould

comehome.

Me:dadilovehimandhe'sagoodman.

Dad:butheshouldknowthathecan'tjustplaymy

babyandgetawaywithit.

Me:dadplease.

Dad:nomorerunningaway.

Mpendulo



MrBogatsu.Thisman.I'veneverseenangry.Today

isthefirsttimeI'veseenangry.Afterhecameback

fromhisdrivewithmywifeheaskedtotalktome.

Hetalkedabouthowiwasbadtohischildandthati

shouldchangemywaysbeforeIloseher.He's

right.Ifidon'tstophurtingheronedayshewill

leaveandnevercomeback.Whichiswhyfromnow

onimburyingtheoldmethatdidthingswithout

thinkingabouther.

Me:mylove.Areyousleepingalready?

Kea:no.Iwasjustwaitingforyou

Me:sincewecamebackyou'vebeensohappy.

Kea:imjusthappythatyouandpapatalkedand

fixedthingsyouknow?

Me:mmh.Andthankyouforforgivingmefor

everythingI'veputyouthrough.Comehere.Iwant

ustopray.TothankGodthatwearehere.Topray

thatheprotectsandguideus.Come.

Iclosedmyeyesandheldherhands.

Me:Godthankyou.Thankyouforeverything.Iknow



idon'tusuallypray.Idon'tknowwhenlastiprayed.

ButtodayIcometothankyouforeverything.Thank

youforlife.Forprotectionandtheblessings.Father

iprayformyfamily.Mymarriage.Iamsorrythati

haveputmywifethroughalotofpain.Forgiveme.

Helpmetobeachangedperson.Mayyou

strengthenmeandmywife.Thankyouforthis

wonderfulwifeyou'vegivenme.Iknowit'snot

alwaysgoingtobegood.Ipraythatyoubewithus

throughouttheobstaclesandalsothegoodtimes.

Mayyougiveuspeace.Ipraythatourhousebe

filledwithloveandjoy.Andlaugh.Protectusaswe

areabouttosleepinJesusnameamen.

Kea:amen

Icaughtherwipinghertearsafterprayer.Shewas

smilingatthesametime.

Me:comeandsleep.

Kea:osuregoreoshap?Siya...

Me:canwenottalkaboutthatidiot?Iwilldealwith

himtomorrow.Nowijustwanttocuddlewithmy

wife.



Afteraverylongtimetodayifellasleepinpeace.

Mywifehasforgivenmeandmyfamilyishappy.

Whatmorecouldamanaskfor?Thefollowingdayi

wokeupandtookashower.Iwenttocheckonmy

littleboys.SamkelohasLungelo'shandinhisand

theyarecooing.Sabeloissleepingwithhismoutha

bitopen.Ismile.Again,myboystookafterme.But

Sabelohashismother'sbigeyesandLungeloher

nose.Iplaywiththemuntiltheurnannycomesto

takethem.Ileaveimmediately.Siyahasbeen

blowingupmycellphonesincelastnightthatIeven

hadtoswitchoffmyphone.Whenigottherei

foundhimsleepingonthesofa.

Me:what'sgoingon?

Siya:Sethuleft.

Me:left?Whatdoyoumean?

Siya:packedeverythingthatbelongstoherandthe

kidsandleft.Ifounddivorcepapersontopofthe

bed.

Me:whathappened?Haveyoucalledher?



Siya:yes.Shetoldmetocontactherlawyer.Ifit's

aboutthekidsthenwe'llworkoutaschedule.Here.

Hegavemeanote.

"Siyabonga,ifyouarereadingthisthenitmeansI'm

gone.Don'teventrytocallmebecauseIwon't

answeryourcalls.Wewillcommunicatethrough

ourlawyers.Itried.BelievemeIreallytried.Buti

sawthatimjustforcingthings.Idon'twantustolie

toeachother.Thingswerenotworkingoutbetween

us.Ihopeyouwillbeabletoloveherjustlikei

lovedyou.Nowyou'refreetogoandbewithher.I

wishyouthebest.

Sethu."

Me:whoisshe?

Siya:Isabella.

Me:again?ThesameIsabellawhobrokeyourheart

andleftyouforanotherman?Leftyouatthealtar?

Siya:yes.Itriedapologizingbutitdidn'twork.

Me:andyouexpecthertoforgiveyou?Don'tyou



learn?Didn'tyoulearnfromme,hiwialmostlost

Khanyisile?

Siya:iknow.Isabellagetsme.

Me:yourwife?

Siya:IlovehermorethanI'veeverlovedany

woman.ButIsabellagetsme.Sheknowsmereally

well.Wearejustfriends.

Me:don'tletyourwifeleavejustbecauseof

somethingstupid.Talktoherandseeifyoucan't

fixthings.

Siya:idon'tthinkshewillagreetocomeback.I

knowI'vemessedup.Pleasecallherforme.She

stillhastocomeandfetchherremainingthings.Soi

calledyouheretobegherformesoicanapologise.

ImwillingtostopwhatI'mdoingwithIsabella.

Me:youhadaperfectmarriagebutjustruineditfor

asillyfriendship.ThisisthelasttimeIhelpyou.I

can'tkeephelpingyouaboutthesamething.

Siya:that'shercar.

Me:let'shopeshewilllisten.



"Hi."

Me:MaSibiya.It'sgoodtoseeyou.Pleasesitdown

andletstalk...iheardthatyouleft.

Sethu:yourbrotherisstillinlovewithhisex.What

wasisupposedtodo?

Siya:myloveimreallysorry.Iwillstopthis

friendshipihavewithIsabella.Ican'tloseyou.Ilove

youmorethananythinginthisworld.

Sethu:butyoudidn'tstopallthistime.Mostofthe

timewhenyou'rewithhershewouldansweryour

phone.Shecalledmestupidbecauseapparently

you'regoingtoleavemeforher.

Siya:sthandwasamyouknowiwouldneverleave

you.Ngiyakthanda.

Sethu:namifuthingiyak'thandabutIfeellikeim

aloneinthisrelationship.

Me:youcantleaveyourhomejustbecauseofsome

idiot.Yourhusbandwantsyouwithhimandyour

kids.Iknowyouwillfaceproblemsonthewaybut

solvetheminsteadofrunning.Communication.It's



veryimportant.Betransparent.Siyatalktothat

womanandputherinherplace.Cutheroffyourlife.

Yourwifeshouldbeyourbestfriend.Howdoyou

becomefriendswithanexthatdisrespectsyour

wife?Don'tyouseethatbylettingheransweryour

phoneyou'relettingherhumiliateyourwife?Ifthe

tableswereturnedyouknowyouwouldfreakout

here.Sopleasestopthis.Imgoingtoleaveyouto

talk.Wherearethekids?

Sethu:inthecar.

Me:iwilltakethemwithmesoyoucantalk.

SETHU

Growingupialwayshadtobegforwhatiwantedor

needed.Ihadtowatchmymotherlovemysiblings

morethanshelovesme.Iendedupgivingup

becauseitwasn'tworkingatall.Notthatshedidn't

loveme,shedidbutnotlikeshelovedmysiblings.

WheneverIbroughtitupshe'dsayimexaggerating.

Thatshelovesusall.Reasonformymothertonot



lovemelikemysiblingsithinkmaybeit'sbecausei

wasnotanobidientchildmaybe.Nowthatim30i

stillhavetofighttobeloved?Notanymore.I've

decidedtolovemyselfmore.Ifidon'tlovemyself

firstthenwhowill?

Siya:haveyouhadanythingtoeat?Canicookfor

you?Here'ssomewater.

Me:isaidimfine.

Siya:ihavetotakeyoutothedoctor.

Me:no!

Siya:oh.Pleasecomehome.Ipromiseyounomore

Isabella.

Me:untilwhen?Wheneveryourexcomesbackyou

pushmetotheback.Imtiredofusfightingbecause

ofher.

Siya:thencomehomeandwecanfixthings.Im

reallysorry.Iwillapologiseeverydayifthat'swhatit

takes.

Me:let'ssayicomebackbutthere'snochange.



Whatthen?

Siya:youknow,inallthingsimscaredoflosingyou.

Mylifewouldnotbethesamewithoutyou.With

youheremylifeiscomplete.

IreallythoughtSiyawouldbemysanctuary.I

actuallyfeltcompletelyloveforthefirsttimebyhim.

Hemademehappy.Buteversincethiswoman

returnedfromwherevershewasthingsstarted

crumbling.Iknowhesaidtheyarejustfriendsbut

anythingcanhappen.Thenhestartedcominghome

lateandheransweringhisphone.Itjustmade

everythingworse.

Siya:iknowyoudoubtmyintentions.Iwillletmy

actionsspeakforthemselves.

Me:justtellmeifyou'reinlovewithher.You'refree

tobewithher.Iwon'tstopyou.Iwontsettlefor

secondbest.



Igotupandwenttothetoilet.Ipeed.I'vebeen

peeingalot.Inoticedbloodspotsonmyunderwear.

Ipanicked.I'vealreadygoneonmyperiods.Iputon

apadjustincase.Iexitedthebathroom.Iwaseven

crying.

Me:takemetothedoctor.

Siya:you'recrying.What'swrong?

Me:idon'tknow.Imbleeding.Butit'snottoomuch.

Suya:areyousureit'snotyourperiod?

Me:no.

Siya:let'sgo.Doyoufeelanypain?

Me:no.Butimscared.

Siya:let'sgo.

Wegotintohiscarandhedrovetothehospital.We

waitedforourturnthenwentin.IheldSiya'shand

tight.

Siya:I'mnotgoinganywhere.Imherewithyou.



Wewentinandijuststoodbythedoor.

Me:let'swaitforanotherdoctororgotoanother

hospital.

Siya:why?whatifyougetworse?

Ilookedathim

Me:youwantyourextoknowmyprivatematters?

Whydidn'tyoutellmeshe'sadoctorhere!?

Siya:babycalmdown.Ididn'tevenknowshe'sa

doctor.Please.Let'shearwhat'swrongwithyou

andthat'sit.We'llleaveandgoonwithourlives

withyoufineandhealthy.

Ne:Bonoloworkshere.Can'twecallher?

Isabella:youmeandoctorKhoza?She'sofftoday.

Youcantakeyourseats.

Wesatdownandijustlookedather.Shehadasly

smirk.

Siya:mylove.Calmdown.

Isabella:mmh.Sowhatseemstobetheproblem?



Ikeptquietandmyhusbandgavemealook.

Me:imbleeding.Idon'tknowwhat'swrongbecause

I'vealreadygoneonmyperiods.

Isabella:whenlast?

Me:letmecheck.

Ilookedatthecalendarappididn'ttickforlast

month.

Me:idon'tknowwhat'shappening.Ididn'tgetmy

periodslastmonth...

Isabella:youshouldbecarefulwiththesethings.

Me:areyousayingimcareless?Doyouseewhyi

didn'twanttobehere?

Siya:drwhatdoyouthinkiswrongwithher?

Isabella:well,itcouldbespotting.Ormaybeit's

pregnancy.That'spossiblealso.Liedownonthat

bedandletssee.

Imcan'tbepregnant.Idon'twantanotherbaby.She

didherthings.

Isabella:you'resixmonthspregnant.Iwasright.



Siya:she'spregnant!?Aah.Thankyousomuchmy

love.You'vejustmademeahappymanintheworld.

Soonhewaskissing.Ithinkheforgotthatwe'reina

doctor's.Sheclearedherthroat.Hestopped.I

smiled.

Siya:sothebleedingwon'taffectherandthebaby?

Isabella:Wecallthisimplantationbleeding.

Implantationbleedingisacommoncauseof

spottingearlyoninpregnancy.Implantation

bleedinghappenswhenthefertilizedeggattaches

totheuterinelining.Thiscantriggerafewdaysof

lightbleedingorspotting.

Siya:soyoucantreatit?

Isabella:imsireshehasagynae.Youcanconsult

withthem.Butdon'tliftheavythings.Getenough

rest.That'sveryimportant.

Siya:thankyou.

Isabella:it'smyjob.

Me:youmaybeadoctorherebutplease.Itdoesn't

giveyoutherighttoinsultme.Don'teveranswer



myhusband'sphone.Andstopflirtingwithhimin

mypresence.Goodbye.

Ilefttheofficeinahurry.Ididn'twanttobethere

anymore.Iwaitedoutsideattheparkinglotfoemy

husband.Hecamebackafterawhile.Heunlocked

thecarandwegotinandhedroveoff.

Me:whatwereyoudoingthere?

Siya:iwastellingherthatourfriendshipisover.I

don'twanttodothingsthathurtyou.Siphosethui

loveyousomuch.I'ddoanythingtomakeyou

happy.Whenyouarehappyiamhappy.

Me:okay.Canwegopasthome?Iwanttofetchmy

bags.

Helookedatmeandsmiled.Ireturnedthesmile.

HomeisinMamelodibutourhouseisinSilverlake

golfestate.Allhisbrothersstaythere.Idon'tknow

whytheydecidedtostayatthesameplace.

Siya:nexttimeyouleaveiwillfetchyouinaninstant.

DoyouknowyouweretorturingmebecauseIdidn't

sleepnexttoyou?You'relikeadrugthatim

addictedto.



Ilovethisman.Andiknowhelovesmetoo.Iwill

workongettingthesedoubtsihaveoutofmymind.

That'swhatIhavetodo.Wepackoutsidethegate

athomeandiseekidsrunningaround.Thismeans

mysiblingsarehome.

Siya:whatdidyoutellyourmom?

Me:itoldheryou'regoingawayonbusinessesandi

couldn'tstayaloneallthattime.

Siya:lol.Comehere.

Welaughed.Hekissedmelikeit'sbeenawhile.

Siya:don'teverleaveme...

Hewasspeakingthroughthekiss.Imovedback

andlookedathim.Icanseethathedidn'tsleep.His

eyesarered.Mustbefromcrying.Wegotoutthe

carandwentintotheyard.Wegotinsidethehouse

andgreeted.Iwentupthestairsbutmymom

stoppedme.

Mom:ithoughtmysoninlawwasgoingawayon

businessandyouweregoingtostaywithusfora



while.

Me:momyouknowhecan'tstaywithoutmefora

whilesohedecidedtocancelhismeetingsjustuntil

icanbeabletogowithhim.

Mom:that'sgreat.

Siya:iwillwaitinthecar.

Mom:no.Sitdown.Siphosethucomehere.Wehave

somethingimportanttotalkabout.I'vebeencalling

youallmorning.

Me:mybatterydied.

Jabu:soasmomsaid.There'ssomethingimportant

wehavetotalkabout.

Ilookedaroundtheroomandeveryonehadthis

seriousfaces.Isawamanwhokeptlookingatme.

Isatdown.

Me:momareyouremarrying?

Mom:babyyourememberitoldyouyourfather

wentmissingbeforeyouwereborn?(inodded)well

he'sbacknow.



Me:ohthisishim.Howdidtheyfindhimafter30

years?

I'vealwayssuspectedthatmymotherliedandi

wantedthetruthtoday.

Mom:ilied.

Jabu:mamayoudidn'tlie!Youjustwantedto

protectherfrombeinghurt.There'snouse

sugarcoatingthetruth.Shemustknowwhatreally

happenedtoday.

Ilookedatthemancalledmyfatherandhelooked

down.

Me:what'sgoingon?

Phindile:dadtellherwhathappened.Momyouhave

nothingtosay.He'sthecauseofthis.

Dad:iamsorrythatyougrewupwithoutme.I

shouldhavebeenthereforyou...

Jabu:you'renotsayingwhatwewanttohear.Why

didyouleave?

Mom:seeingashedoesn'twanttotalkiwill.Ididn't

wanttotellyouthisbecauseyou'dthinkimlying



becausetherearealwaystwosidestoastory.Me

andyourfatherweregood.Everythingwasgood.

Wewereahappyfamily.Butthingssuddenly

changed.IfellpregnantwithyouSethu.Andwe

werehappyaboutit.Weevenagreedtogiveyouthe

nameSiphosethu.Ourgift.Thedoctorshadsaidi

won'thaveanymorekidsbutyoucamealongand

wewerehavingaboutit.Yourfathercameto

joburgforwork.That'swhathealwayssaid.Then

aftertwosmonthshecameback.Iwillneverforget

thatday.Whenhegothomewefought.Hesaidhe

doesn'twantanymorekids.Thattwowasenough.

Hetoldmetoabortyou.Icriedalotthatday.We

foughtaboutit.Irefusedtohaveanabortion.I

knowyoualwayssayiloveyourbrotherandsister

morethanyou.Butiloveallnychildrenthesame.I

wasstrictwithyoubecauseiwantedyoutoturnout

tobethiswomanyouare.Afterisaididon'twant

anabortionhesaidit'sbetterthatheleaves.The

followingdaywheniwokeuphewasgone.Iwaited

andwaitedandtwoyearspassed.Wewere

struggling.That'swhenidecidedtomovefromPE

tomamelodi.Ibuiltashackfromthemoneyigot



fromworkingasadomesticworker.iworkedfor

somewhitewoman.EverydayIwouldtakethetrain.

Onedayibumpedintoyourfatherandheaskedme

ifihadanabortionornot.Itoldhimno.Iasked

whenhewasplanningoncomingbackhome.A

womanwithtwochildrenappeared.Oneaboutyour

ageandanotheryounger.Thereisawthattelling

metoabortwasanexcuse.Hewantedtogoandbe

withhisloverinpeace.Itoldhimthatheis

welcometocomeandseehischildrenbutinfront

ofthatwomanhetoldmestraightthathedoesn't

knowme.Andleft.Thenyoustartedbeingsick.I

lookedforhimagainanddidn'tfindhim.Wewent

backhomeandhisfamilydidaceremonyforyou.

Wecamebackhere.SincethenI'veneverseenthis

manuntiltoday.

Me:why?AllthistimeIthoughtyouweremissing

andhopingyouwouldbefound.Kantiyouleft

becauseofme.Youdidn'twantme.Whydidyou

notwantme?

Dad:iamsorry.Itwasstupidofmetobehavelike

that.



Me:you'reright.Thatwasstupidofyou.

Siya:babeyoudon'tspeaktoyourfatherlikethat.

Calmdown.

Me:no!He'snotmyfather.Hetoldmomtokillme.

Hedoesn'tdeservetobecalledafather.Wherewas

hewhenmymotherwasstruggling?Wherewashe

whenmymotherhadtoworkhardsowecaneat?

Whilehewasbusywithhisotherfamily.Mymother

wasamotherandafathertome.

Dad:iknowiwaswrongandI'dliketorectifymy

mistakes.Iwouldliketofixthings.

Jabu:bythatyoumeanwemustforgiveyouand

youcomebackhere?

Dad:....

Phindile:thatisnothappening.Youhavenoplace

here.

Dad:ididn'tsayiwanttocomebackhere.Iwantto

apologiseandhavearelationshipwithmychildren.

Jabu:youknewwherewewere.Whynow?30years

later?



Dad:imreallysorrymychildren.I'dliketoaskfor

forgivenessfromyouandyourmother.

Phindile:westruggledwithoutyou.Ourmothertook

ustoschoolwithherhardworkwhileyoushould

havebeenhelpingher.Ihopeyouarenotplanning

oncomingbackherebecausethishousewasbuilt

withhersweat.Shesawitfittotakeustoschool

andwebuiltitforhernotyou.Wedon'twantyou

here.

Dad:I'mdying.AndI'dlikeallmychildrentoknow

eachother.Ihavecancer.

Me:ihopethatcancerdoesn'tspreadtous.

Siya:Siphosethu!

Me:mamaican'tbeherewiththismanaround.I'm

leaving.

Iwenttotakemybagsandpushedthemtothecar.

Iwentbacktothehouse.

Me:mamaiwillcallyou.Wehavetotalkabout

something.

Mom:what'swrong?



Me:imfine.Wewilltalk.Iloveyoumom.

Mom:iloveyoutoo.

Siya:haveagoodday.

Me:ican'tbelievemyfatherwantedmymotherto

abortme.Hereallydidn'twantme.AllthistimeI

prayedforhimtocomeback.Siyawhat'swrong?

Siya:iknowyourfather.

Me:he'snotmy...wait.youknowhim?

Siya:he'sIsabella'sfather.

Me:youmeanyourex?

Siya:yes.

Me:itgetsworse!Idon'twanttomeetanyofhis

children.Imfinewithmybrotherandsister.It's

alwaysbeenus.

Siya:iknowhe'swrongbutwhydon'tyougivehima

chance?Thiscancermightkillhim.Whatthen?

Won'tyouregretnotgivinghimachance?



Me:no!Hedidn'twantme.Idon'twanthimtoo.Iwill

live.Whydoeshewantmenow?He'snoteven

sorry.Hecamebackbecausehe'sdying.

Siya:yozuhavetoforgivehim.

Me:youdon'tknowwhatimfeeling.Yougrewup

withbothyourparentsandtheylovedyou.So

please.Idon'twanttotalkabouthim.Andplease

don'tforcemetomeethimandhischildren.

Iwenttosleep.Ican'tbestressingaboutmybaby

andanoldmanwhodecidedtoabondonhis

children.

*TOBECONTINUED*

[07/06,19:04] :*STORYOFMY

LIFE:KEATLARETSI*

*CHAPTER31*

Mpendulo



I'monmywaybackfromfetchingthekids.They

justlandedfromDurban.

Me:ihaveasurpriseforyou.

Mnqobi:whatisitdad?

Lindani:ismomback?

Me:whyareyousayingthat?

Mnqobi:becausethatwouldbethebestgiftever!

Lindani:andyou'resmiling.

Me:okay.She'sback.Withyourlittlebrothers.

Mnqobi:andyousaidnothing.Iwouldhavecome

backlongtimeago!

Me:shecan'twaittoseeyoutwo.Shemissedyou.

Lindani:wemissedhertoo.

IdrovehomeandwhenwegotthereSiyawasthere.

Iwonderhowthingswentwithhimandhiswife.

Siya:whatdoyoufeedthesekids?They'reso



chubby.Allofthem.

Me:itmustbealltheporridgetheirmotherfeeds

them.Howdiditgowithyourwife?

Siya:wefixedthings.Butproblemsfollowme

everywhereigo.

Me:yinimanje?

Siya:Sethuwasnotfeelingwell.Whenwegottothe

hospitalwefoundthatIsabellaisadoctorthereand

shehadtoattendtous.Thattoowasaproblemfor

mywife.ThenwewenttoMameloditofetchher

things.Thenwhenwegotthereherfatherwholeft

hermotherwhenshewaspregnantwithherwas

there.Hewantstofixthingswithhischildren.Turns

outhedidn'twantSethu.Hetoldhermotherto

aborther.Justbecausehewasleavingherfor

anotherwoman.

Me:thismanisalotofworkmos.

Siya:guesswhothefatheris?MrMemela.Isabella's

father.

Me:IthoughtSiphosethuisaSibiya?



Siya:that'shermother'ssurname.HerfatherisMr

Memela.NowbecauseIknewhimshe'smadatme.

Why?Idon'tknow.

Me:she'llbefine.Wedon'twantanythinghappening

toourbaby.

Everychildinthefamilybelongstoallofus.

Me:youmustbehappytobeafatheronceagain.

It'sgoingtobealongninemonths.

Siya:she'ssixmonthsnow.Idon'tknowhowwe

didn'tnotice.Shegainedweightbutshedoesn't

lookpregnant.

"Youdon'tsaythattoapregnantwoman."

Siya:pretendlikeyoudidn'thearme.Andplease.

Don'ttellher.

Kea:imheretotakethesethreefortheirbath.

Siya:I'malsoleaving.Ileftmywifealone.

Kea:I'llgetthekidsforyou.Lindanicomeandtake



Sabelo.

AfterSiyaleavesifollowbehindmywife.Mnqobiis

sittingnexttotheboysbasins.He'ssmilingwhen

weebterthenursery.

Mnqobi:mommytheyarebeautiful.

Kea:justlikeyou.

Mnqobi:imgoingtositherewhileauntybathes

them.

Byauntyhemeansthenanny.Wenowhavethree

nannies.Wehavealotofchildrenandneedallthe

helpwecanget.

Me:babethere'ssomethingiwanttotalktoyou

about.

Kea:okay.Imcoming.

Isatonthebedinourroom.

Kea:imhere.

Me:ihavetogotocapetownonbusiness.IWas

wonderingifyoucouldcomewithme.



Kea:whataboutthekids?I'veneverbeenawayfrom

them.

Me:theywillbefine.Ijustwanttospendtimewith

you.Justthetwoofus.I'vemissedyou.AndI'dlike

tospendeachchanceigetwithyou.

Kea:okay.I'dlovethattoo.Whenareweleaving?

Me:secondweekofJanuary.Takethiscard.Buy

whateveryouthinkwewillneed.

Kea:okay.

Me:usethatmoney.Don'tjustsayokay.

She'sthoseicantakecareofmyselfwomen.The

independentones.It'sgoodbutI'dlovetoseeher

spendingthismoney.It'sours.Iwakeupnthe

morningtoworksoicantakecareofherandthe

children.

Kea:ipromiseiwilluseit.

Me:don'tforgettobuyswimsuitsneh?

Kea:ahbabeigainedalotofweight.Ithinkishould

joinagym.



Me:you'reverybeautiful.Ifyoulosethisweight

howwillitouchyoulikethismhh...

Ipullhertome.ShetriedmovingawaybutIheld

hertightly.

Kea:ahbabyihavetocook.

Me:thehelperwillcook.Rightnowineedmywife.

Wejustlayonbedtalking.Ireallydidmissher.I

mustadmitthatsometimesI'dgetscaredthinking

thatshe'dnevercomeback.Butnowshe'sback.

Andiwilldomyalltotreatgerrightthistime.

It'snowatnightandwe'rereadytoleave.Another

thing,iwasn'tusedtothesedatethingsbutwithher

I'mlearning.

Lindani:mamawhereareyougoing?Youlook

beautiful.

Me:I'mgoingoutwithdad.

Lindani:that'swhyhe'slookingthisgood.Letme



takepictures.Dadcomeon.

Lol.Weposedforafewpicturesthengotreadyto

leave.

Aya:mommyyou'releavingagain.

Me:no.Ipromiseyouiwillbeback.

Luu:no!You'releavingus.

Me:no.Okaylook.Meanddaddyaregoingout.

Daddywillmakesurethatidon'tleaveokay?i

promise.

Luu:okaydaddywillmakesurethen.Youwillread

usbedtimestory?

Me:tomorrow.IloveyouandI'mneverleavingyou

again.

Aya:okay.

Theyhugmeandipickedandkissedthem.Mykids

arehurt.Theythoughtimleavingagain.Butim

happythatintheendtheycalmeddown.

Thefollowingdaywhenwewokeupitwassocold.



Wetookashowerandcamebacktobed.

Mpendulo:letmeswitchontheheater.

"Knockknock"

Iwenttoopenandthecrechecameinrunning.So

early.It'sthetwinsandThandoandSphe.Iwent

backtobed.

Luu:mommyyoucameback.

Me:itoldyouimnotgoinganywhere.Comegiveme

akiss.

Theyallcametothebedandkissedme.

Mpendulo:makespaceforme.Comebiggirl.

Thandowenttoherdad.Hewasnolongersleeping.

Hisheadwasleaningontheheadboard.Iwas

holdingSphe.Shelookedsleepy.

Me:whowokethesetwoup?

Twins:it'sus.

Me:no.Don'tdothatagain.Looknowtheyare



sleepingagain.

Thando:notmemommy.

Luu:momwewakeupearlyallthetime.Sowecan

watchcartoonsbeforegoingtoschool.

Me:okay.

Theylookedateachotherandlaughed.

Twins:weloveyoumommy.

Me:iloveyoutoo.Youstillhaven'tgivenmemy

presents.

Lu:youmakeusforget.Letmefetchthem.

Aya:imcomingtoo.

Mpendulo:theyaresohappy.Ihaven'tseenthem

likethisinalongtime.Thankyouforbeinghere.

Andforgivingmeallthesekids.Iwasjustalonely

soulstayingaloneinabighousebutthemomentI

gotyouitallchanged.

Thando:daddywhatislonely?

Mpendulo:it'swhenyouhavenoonetotalktoand

you'realwaysbored.



Ilaughedathisexplanation.

Thando:mommywereyoulonelywerewewere

staying?

Me:no.Butimisseddaddyandeveryonehere.Why?

Thando:malomeTshireletsoalwayssaidyou're

lonelysoyoumustgooutwithhim.Butiknowyou

werenotlonelybecauseyousaidnoihavemybaby

tokeepmecompany.Thatmeansimtheonewho

wasmakingsureyou'renotbored.

Me:wabuatlhe

She'sexactlylikeLisa.Tellingherfathereverything.

She'ssayingallthesethingslookingathim.

Mpendulo:thenwhatelse?

Tgando:isaidno.Mymommyalwaysplaywithme.

Andmalomesaidhecanjoinus.Daddydoyoulove

mommy?

Ifeltlikeputtingaselotapeonhermouthcosiknew

whereshewasgoing.



Mpendulo:yes.Alot.

Thando:malomeTshireletsonayeutheIloveyou

Kea.

Me:who'sKea?

Thando:it'syoumommy!

Mpendulo:andwhatdidmommysay?

Thando:shesaididon'tloveyou.Butshetoldhim

shelovesyouonlydaddy.Soshedoesn'tloveme?

Mpendulo:shelovesyou.

Thando:youwantmetototellyousomethingagain?

Mpendulo:yesbiggirl.

Thetwinscamebacksmiling.

Aya:closeyoureyes.NaweThando.

Weclosedthem.

Lu:open.

Welookedatthem.Theygaveusourgifts.They

gavemeourfamilypictureandat-shirtwiththat

pictureon.Thenihadnecklaceswiththeirfaces.



Thandohadasetofdollsandteasetandahouse.

Me:whohelpedyouchoosethis?

Lu:daddyandauntyKhanyo.

Me:thankyou.It'sbeautiful.

Thando:thanks.Iloveit.Daddyyou'regoingtodrink

teawithmeneh?

Mpendulo:youwilldrinkwithSphe.

Thando:youtoodaddy.

Mpendulo:okay.

Thando:iwantedtosaysomething.

Mpendulo:whatisit?

Thando:theauntywhereistayedboughtmetoysso

iplayedwithmommy.Whenicriedanddidn'twant

togoplaywiththeothersmalomeTshireletsosaid

imabrat.Hedidn'twantmetostaywithmommy.I

don'tlikehim.Mymommyrefused.Shesaidimher

bestfriendsoshewillplaywithmeeverytime.

Thenauntytoldhimtostayawayfrommommy.

Mpendulo:ohthat'sgood.You'reagoodgirl.Don't



youwanttosleep?

Thando:no.Iwanttoplaywithmyhouseanddolls.

Shegotoffandsatonthecarpetandstarted

playing.Welaughed.Thisoneissomethingelse.

Narrated

Mabutho:andwena...whatareyoudoing?

Siya:iwasjustcheckingifmywifehasn'tsentany

message.

Theylaughedathim.

Siya:what?

Bongani:youarewhipped.Youwillfindherathome.

Stopdoingthat.

Siya:whatifsheneedsme?

Mpendulo:stopthat.She'sfine.Wenajustenjoyour

timehere.

Siya:doyouknowshethrewawaythepillsshegot



fromthehospitaljustbecauseIsabellawasthe

doctor?

Mzwakhe:iwoulddothesame.Yourexcould

poisonher.

Mpendulo:notjustanex.Hersister

Muzi:what!?How?

Siya:thefathercheatedandlefthisfamilyback

emakhaya.TurnsoutIsabella'sfatherisherfather.

Nowshe'sevenblamingme.Aywomen.

Bongani:butwhatmattersisyou'reallhappy.

Mabutho:andeverythingisgoingwell.

Mpendulo:yahforachange.Excuseme.

Heansweredhisphone.

Mpendulo:baby.Uright?

....

Mpendulo:yahyouknowhowtheyare.They'll

alwaysbeidiots.

.....



Mpendulo:don'tforget.Nogivingtheguardsahard

time.It'sforyoursafety.

...

Mpendulo:okay.Youlovetheflowers?

...

Mpendulo:that'sgoodke.Enjoyyourday.Iloveyou

ne?

....

Siya:andwhatdidyousayaboutme?

Mpendulo:phumakimwena.Whenmywifecallsi

answer.

Zweli:I'veneverseenyouthishappy.

Mpendulo:mywifemakesmehappy.Eventhough

there'ssomeidiotswhotrytheirluckonher.

Zweli:idiots?

Mpendulo:yes.Somefoolinpolokwanewastrying

hisluckwithher.

Mzwakhe:howdoyouknow?



Mpendulo:Thando.Shetoldmeeverythingthatwas

happeningthere.

Theylaughed.

Siya:she'sexactlylikeLisa.

Mpendulo:youknowwhatshesaid?Shesaidshe

wasmakingsurehermommyisnotbored.Then

thatboysaidhelovesmywife.Mywife!

Mabutho:hemustbekickedthatone.

Mpendulo:thenhehadthenervetosaymychildisa

brat.Hewastryingallthingstogetridofhersohe

couldtryhismoves.Butyamiinganeyala.

SometimesIdon'tbelieveit'shertalking.Tyethings

shesays!Shewasaskingnewhyhermother

doesn'tloveher.

Zweli:yourchildisfunny.Whywouldsheaskthat?

Mpendulo:Khanyisiletoldthatidiotthatsheonly

lovesmeandithinkmybabybecamejealous.

Mabutho:icanpictureheraskingallthese

questions.Becarefulofher.Onewrongmove

it'stroubleforyou.



Mpendulo:imjusthappytheyareback.Ihadmissed

them.

Muzi:iknowyou'reolderthanmebutIhavetosay

this.Youputherthroughalot.Youhurther.

Mpendulo:iknow.She'sthemostunderstanding

womanI'veevermet.Ifitwassomeoneshewould

haveleft.Butsheforgaveme.

Muzi:ihopeyouarenotgoingtoputherthrough

thatagain.

Zweli:Muziisright.Treatyourwiferight.Yesno

oneisperfectbutjusttry.

Mpendulo:yeah.Iwillspendtherestofmylife

tryingtobeabetterman.Andyouguys,thankyou

fornotgivinguponme.Iloveyouguys.

Siya:youarestartingnow.Hayihayi.Dadmusthear

aboutthis.

Theyalllookedathim.Hewaslaughingsohard..

Zweli:what'swrongwiththisclownkanti?Oneday

you'lldieoflaughing.

Bongani:weloveyoutoo.What?Imansweringfor



youallbecauseyoudon'twanttosayit.Youshould

bethankingme.

Mzwakhe:anothercloudmadoda.

Mpendulo:hecouldbeaclownbutnotlikethisone.

Siyayou'rearealclown.

KEATLARETSI

Myhusbandgottwobodyguardsforme.Idon't

knowwhythoughbecausethere'snoonewhois

afterme.ImeanMrPtookcareoftheTurkish

familyandLilocaisdead.Sonoonewouldbeof

dangertome.Ineveryshopthatigototheyare

alwaysbehindme.Buttheydonotmakeitobvious

thattheyarefollowingme.Sonoonecannotice.I

wasbuyingclothesforthekids.Thesethreegrow

asifsomeoneiswateringthem.AtleastLisaiswith

meandshecanhelpmecarrysomethings.Ihadto

begthetwinstostaybehindbecauseIknowthey

wouldberunningallover.Nowwearedonewiththe

kidsclothesandistartbuyingformyhusband.Ifi



don'tdoitwhowill?Sometimesimustdoiteven

thoughhedoesithimself.Ibuyhimafewtshirts

andshirts.Iknowwhathepreferssoit'seasy.I

evenputsomejeansandtracksuits.Pretoria

weatherisunpredictable.Soyoualwayshavetobe

prepared.Afterourshoppingwegotorocco

mamastoeatsomething.Ithasbeenalongday.

Me:whatwouldyouliketohave?

Lisa:iwantabicyclemom.JustlikeMnqobi.

Me:whydidn'tyoutellmewhilewewerestill

shopping?

Lisa:iforgot.

Me:wewillgetitbeforewegohome.Nowwhatare

yougoingtoorder?

Lisa:iwantaburgerandfries.Theotherscanhave

pizzaathome.Ipromiseiwontsayanything.

Me:haaLisayouknowyou'relying.Themoment

weenterthegateyou'llbescreamingthatyouhada

burger.

Lisa:idon'tknowwhyidothat.Okayihavetoeat



butyouwillbuymoreandiwilleatagainathome

withtheothers.

Me:iknewit.

Lisa:iloveyoumommy.I'mhappyyou'reback.I'll

alwaysdoshoppingwithyou.BhutiLindaniand

Mnqobialwaysleaveme.Nowiwillalwaysgoout

withyou.

Me:iloveyoutoo.

"Wow.Ican'tbelieveI'mseeingyouafterallthis

time!"

Ifinishedorderingandlookedatthisonetakinga

chairwithoutbeinginvited.

Me:hiAnelisa.It'sbeenlongindeed.

Ane:youhavebeautifulkids.Isthisyourstoo?

Me:whoelse's?Yeahshe'smine.

Ane:butificountcorrectlyyou'vebeenmarriedfor

over5ifnotalmostsixyears.Sothisonelooksway

tooolderthanthat.

Me:thatdoesn'tconcernyou.



Lisa:bhutiLindaniiscallingmommy.

Themomentiansweredthetwinsscreamedonthe

phone.Icouldn'tevenhearwhattheyweresaying.

Me:heywhat'sgoingon?

Twins:wemissyou.

Me:imcominghomeokay?

Mnqobi:whereareyoumama?

Me:imatthemall.Ithought...

Lindani:hemeantwhichshop?

Me:we'reatRoccomama.

Lindani:okay.

IgavethephonebacktoLisa.

Me:doyoumind?Wewereabouttohavelunch.

Lisa:letmejoinyou.OhGodican'tgetoverhow

beautifulyourbabiesare.

Lisa:theyarebeautifullikeme.

"Mommywearehere!"



That'sLuyandascreaming.

Me:whydidyoufollowus?

Luu:siesLisayouweregoingtorobus.Youeat

hereandathomealso.

Mnqobi:iknewyouwoulddothis!Nowwecanall

eattogether.

Me:whereisdad?

Mnqobi:hedidn'tcomeback.Wecamewiththe

driver.BhutiLindaniisorderingforus.

Ane:yohfriend!Youhavealotofchildre.10!Ifit

wasmeiwouldn'tstayforthatshame.

Me:thankGodimnotyou.Ilovemykidsjustasthey

are.

Ane:butIcan'tjudgeyou.Imeanyougavebirthlike

threeorfourtimes.Andtheotherareyour

husband's.Soit'sunderstandable.

Me:Anelisayouknowtoomuch.Didyourclient

updateyouonmylife?BecauseIknowshewas

enviousofme.Shewouldhavelovedtobetheone

inmyplace.



Ane:whatclientareyoutalkingabout?

Me:Liloca.Whatwereyoutryingtodo?Iseeyou're

anenemyofhappiness.Youdon'tloveseeing

peoplehappyhuh?You'reexactlylikethosefriends

ofyours.

Ane:iwantedtotellyou.Butididn'tknowwhereto

start.She'sdeadanyway.

Me:somustisympathizewithyouthatyoulost

money?You'reagoodlawyer.Imsureyouwillget

moreclients.

Ane:mmh.Sohow'syoursister?Iheardyouare

marriedtobrothers.

Me:thankyouforjoiningusbutpleaseexcuseus

now.Itwasniceseeingyou.

Ane:likewise.

Wegotthefood.Wedidn'teatthereanymore.We

tookithome.Butnotafterbuyingthebicycle.When

wegothomemyhusbandwasback.Hewas

watchingtvwithThandoandSphe.



Mpendulo:babyyou'reback.Howwasyour

shopping?

Me:itwasgood.Imjusttired.whyarethesetwo

lyingdown?

Mpendulo:theysaidtheywanttowatchtvproperly.

Ievenhavetowatchcartoons.Whenichangethe

channelSphesaysimdisturbingthem.Nowthey

endedupsleepinghere.

Iheardatinylaugh.

Me:aretheyreallysleeping?Someoneislaughing.

Mpendulo:Lisaisfinishingthefoodinthekitchen.

Them:nonono.

Theygotupandrantothekitchen.Welaughed.

Me:thesetwoarenaughty.

Mpendulo:mamaandbabahavearrived.They'llbe

stayingwithSiyabuttheyareontheirwayhere.

Theycan'twaittoseethesethreechamps.

Me:ohmyGod!Didyoutellthemimback.Theyare

goingtohateme.



Mpendulo:haibowhywouldtheyhateyou?

Me:iranaway.Ithink...

Mpendulo:thatmustbethem.Goandopenforthem.

Me:pleasetellthemimnothere!I'llbeinourroom.

Mpendulo:Khanyisilegoandopenforthem.They

arenotmadatyou.Infacttheyaremadatmecosi

causedallthismess.Sonowgoandopen.

Iwasevenshakingwheniwenttothedoor.I

countedfrom1to3thenopened.Iwelcomedthem

inandfollowedbehindthem.Ireallywantedto

leavebutthatwouldberudeofme.Wegreetedand

welcomedthem.

Ma:it'sgoodtoseeyoumydaughter.Imgladthat

you'reback.

Dad:yes.Nowallthat'sleftisforusistogoekhaya

anddoaceremonyforlezingane.

Theytalkeduntilmaaskedtobeexcusedand

askedmetofollowher.Whatalifesaver.



Narrated

Dad:howiseverything?Haveyoutwotalked?

Mpendulo:everythingiswellbaba.We'vetalkedand

sheforgaveme.

Dad:sheforgaveyou?Sowhatareyougoingtodo

aboutwhathappenedtomakesureitdoesn't

happenagain?

Mpendulo:dadyouknowI'dnevercheatonmywife.

EverythingthathappenedinAngolawasamistake.

Iwasnotmyself.Iwasn'tintherightstateofmind.

Dad:yesbutthere'sachildasaresultofthat.Do

youknowthatshewillalwayssuspectyou?

28cont

Mpendulo:thenhowdoireassureherthatiwill

neverputherthroughthatagain?I'vedoneallthati

can.Ijustwantustobehappy.

Baba:thenshowherwithyouractions.Doyouhear



thenoisecomingfromthekitchen?Whatdoesthat

mean?

Mpendulo:thekidsarehappy

Bava:exactly.ThelasttimeIwashereitwasn'tlike

this.Itwasveryquiet.Butnowsuddenlyyourwife

camebackandthingschanged.There'speaceand

happiness.Doyouseewhatthiswomanuscapable

of?Shebringshappinessintothishouse.And

that'sveryrare.Ifyoufindawomanlikethathold

ontoher.Treatherlikeaqueen.Giveherthesame

happinessthatshegivesyou.Begrateful.Itmakes

mehappytoseeyousmilinglikethis.Andimproud

ofthemanthatyouare.

Mpendulo:thankyoubaba.

Luu:daddywherearetheboys?

Mpendulo:withmommy.

Luu:iwantedtoeatmyburgerwiththem.

Theylaughed.

Dad:Luyandatheyaretooyoungtoeatburgers.Go

andeat.



Luu:ohokay.DoyouwanttoeatMkhulu?We

boughtalotoffood.

Mpendulo:andwhataboutme?

Luu:daddyyoudon'tgivememeateverydayokay?

Mkhulugivesmehismeatallthetime.ButtodayI

willgiveyoumeatbecauseyou'renottellingmeto

eatvegetables.

Thelittleboylookedsoserious.Hewentbackto

wheretheotherkidswere.

Kea'sphonerangandMpendulotookitasshehad

leftitonthetable.Hewenttoansweritawayfrom

wherehisfatherwas.Hepressedyesandlistened.

Voice:Keatlaretsifinally!Igotyournumberfrom

Rapelang.

Mpendulo:.

Voice:okay.Sinceyoydon'twanttoanswerletme

talk.Iknowyoualreadysaidthere'snootherman

foryoubesidesyourhusbandbutcomeon.You

knowiloveyouandcanmakeyoumorehappythan



hedoes.Justgivemeachancetoprovemyself.Im

inPretoria.Canwemeettomorrow?I'llsenda

messagewiththedetails.Pleaseanswerme.It

doesn'tmatterwhatyousay.Imnotevenscaredof

thathusbandofyours.Justanswerme.

Hecutthecallandwentupstairs.Whenhewas

abouttoenterhisroomthephonebeeped."Cometo

thehotel.Iwillsendthelocation.Ihavetoseeyou."

Hesentthelocationtohisphoneanddeletedthe

messageandphonecall.HegavethephonetoLisa

togivehermother.Hetookhiscarkeysanddrove

off.Thewayhiscarwasspeedingontheroadit

waslikehehasanemergencytoattend.Hegotto

thathotelandwentstraighttotheroom.He

knockedroughlyuntilTshireletsoopenedforhim.

Mpendulo:boywheredoyougetthenervetocallmy

wife?

Tshire:whatareyoutalkingabout?

Mpendulo:Keatlaretsi.Ringabell?Imheretowarn

youforthelasttime.Leaveheralone.



Tshire:orwhat?Areyouafraidthatshe'sgoingto

fallforme?Isthatwhyyouareheretothreatenme?

Doiintimidateyouthatmuch?

Mpendulo:boylistenhere.Imnotscaredofanything.

Iknowmywifeandtrusther.Shewillneverfallfor

someoneasstupidasyou.Iknowshealready

rejectedyou.I'mnotherecosimintimidatedor

anything.Imheretostopthisdisrespectfulmanner

youhaveofcallingsomeone'swifeandtellingher

howyoufeelanddemandingtomeether.I'mgoing

toteachyoualessonthatyou'llneversetfootin

Pretoriaagain.Whatkindofafoolareyoutodrive

allthewayfromLimpopotogautengforsomeone

youwillneverhave?

Tshire:daretouchmeandI'llhaveyouarrested.

Mpenduloslappedhimthatheevenfellonthebed.

HestartedhittinghimandeverytimeTshiretriedto

blockfistshewouldhithimonotherplaces.Then

hepickedhimandhitagainstthewallthenpicked

himagainandstrangledhim.



Mpendulo:thisisnothing!NexttimeIwon'tbethis

easyonyounxa!Nowdeletemywife'snumbers

andnevercallher.

Afterthathedrovebackhome.

*TOBECONTINUED*

[07/06,19:04] :*STORYOFMY

LIFE:KEATLARETSI*

*CHAPTER32*

BONOLO

It'shere.Mybigday.Myweddingday.Inever

thoughtthiswouldbeme.Ithoughtthesamething

thathappenedwithAmirwouldhappen.Postponing

theweddingwhenit'sjustafewdaysaway.Iknow

we'vealreadysignedathomeaffairsandhadthe



traditionalweddingbutthisfeelsgood.

Mama:ohmychild.Imsoproudofyou.I'mproud

tobecalledyourmother.Mydaughterisgetting

married.WethankGodforthis.

Kea:bridetobe.Ihaveamessageforyoufromthe

groom!Aagyouaresobeautiful!

Me:thankyou.Whatdidhesay?

Kea:hesentyouavideo.Here.

Mama:Keatlaretsiitoldyoutokeepherphoneoff.

Kea:mamamyhusbandcalledandaskedmetogive

Bonoloherphonecoshergroomsentamessage

forher.

Itookitandwatchedthevideo.

"Mylove.Myeternallove.Thisisit.Todayisour

moment.Thankyouforchoosingme.Thankyoufor

agreeingtomarryme.Ourlives,ourforeverbegin

today.Ican'twaittoseeyou.Iloveyou.Andim

happythattodaywewillsayido.Ican'twaitforall

themomentsthatwewillcreatetogether.Don'tbe



late.Oriwillbeworried.IloveyouMrsKhoza.

Foreverandalways."

Ah.Thisvideo!Iseeit'shisintentiontomakeme

cry.

Kea:you'rethemostbeautifulbride.Yourdadis

waitingforyououtside.Let'sgo.

Me:isthisreallyhappeningorI'm dreaming?

Kea:noit'sreal.

Mama:let'sgo.

Wellihavefivebridesmaids.Itwasreallyabigfight

whenIchosebridesmaidsbecausemycousins

wantedtobebridesmaidstoo.Myhusband

blatantlytoldmethatmybridemaidswillbehis

brotherswivesbecausehisbrothersarehis

groomsmen.Theweddingwasheldatmyplace.We

haveabeautifulbackyardthatisjustoppositethe

lake.Soisaidwhywastemoneywhenwecanhave

theweddingthere.Musicstartedplayingandmy

dadhuggedme.Iwassoemotional.Myfather



lookedveryhappy.Irememberiwasadisobedient

childgrowingup.Nowimgrownandchanged.Andi

canseehowproudheisofme.

Papa:I'mproudofyou.IknowI'vealreadysaidthis

onyourtraditionalweddingbutdon'tforget.Getting

marriedtothismandoesnotmeanwehave

abandonedyou.Onalegae.Don'tfeellikeyou'reno

longeraBogatsu.Youalwayswillbe.Youwill

alwaysbemylittlebabygirl.Takecareofyourself

andyourfamily.Iloveyou.

Hekissedmyforeheadandtookouthis

handkerchiefandwipedatearthatfell.OhhowI

lovemyfather.Iwouldn'taskforabetterfather.He

isthebest.Westartedwalkingtothewedding

receptionandthekidsappeared.Natty,Sphe,

Thandoandmylittleboy.Lwandlewasinfrontand

walkingsofast.Helookedsohandsomeinhis

beautifultailormadesuit.Mylittleman.Withhis

curlyhairfallingoneachsideofhisface.He

reachedwherehisfatheranduncleswerestanding

andopenedhisarms.Siyapickedhimupandhe

puthisheadonhisshoulder.Thegirlswere



throwingpetalsonthewaygoingtowherethe

pastorwasstanding.Ifeltsoemotional.Ifeltlikei

wouldcry.I'mhappy.ThisiswhatI'vealways

wanted.AndtodayI'mdoingit.

NARRATED

Asthebrideappearedthegroomstartedtorelax.

Pastor:whogivesawaythebride?

MrBogatsu:Ido.Khozatlhokomelangwanake

monna.I'mtrustingyouwithher.

MzwakhenoddedandMrBogatsuwenttositdown.

Thepastorofficiatedtheweddingandthebrideand

groom saidtheirvows.

Bonolo:babe...mylove,Ireallycan'tbelievethisis

us.ButI'mhappythatimdoingthiswithnooneelse

butyou.Ipromisetoloveyoulikeyoualwaysdo.I

willbeagoodwifetoyouandmothertoourchild.I

willloveandcareforyou.MayGodblessustosee

evenmoreyearsthatwecaneverimagine.Mayhe



giveusstrengthtoovercomeanythingthatwilltry

tostandonourway.Youtaughtmethatwithlove

wecanovercomeanything.You'veshowedmethat

it'spossible.AndI'mgratefulforyou.Tohaveyou

asmylifepartner.Someonewhowillalwaysbeby

myside.Someonewhowillcareandlookoutfor

me.Someonewhowillbetherealways.Ipromiseto

bethereinhealthandinsickness.Ingoodtimes

andeveninbadtimes.Untildeathdousapart.

Sheputtheringonhisfinger.

Mzwakhe:Mybeautifulwoman.Themostbeautiful

womanintheworld.Theloveofmylife.Ican't

containmyselftoday.Iamsohappy.Mlrehappy

thanwordscaneverexplain.Seeingyouwalkdown

theaislejustshowedmethatthisisit.The

beginningofourforever.Thebeginningof

somethingbeautifulthatwillcomeoutofourunion.

Somethingmovedinme.Igottoseeanangel

comingtowardsme.Anangelthatisyou.I'mhappy

thatwearestandinghereinfrontofeveryoneto

officiateourlove.Thelovethatyougiveme.Ihad

longgivenupinfindingtheonethatmyheartbeats



for.Ihadnohope.Butthatoneday.Justthatdayi

metyouiknewthatihadfoundmyeternallove.I

knewthatihadfoundmymissingrib.Ipromiseto

loveyoulikeyou'veneverbeenloved.Iwillloveand

cherishyouandallourmemories.Iwilltakecareof

youandourkids.Iwillbewithyoualways.Evenin

ourafterlife.Ipromisetobethereinhealthandin

sickness.Ingoodtimesandeveninbadtimes.In

everysinglethingthatwewillfaceiwillbebyyour

side.

Thenheputtheringonherfinger.

Pastor:beautifulvows.Inowpronounceyou

husbandandwife.EveryoneMrsandMrsKhoza!

Youmaynowkissyourbride.

Theykissedandcheeredforthem.

Theweddingwentwellandeveryonewashappy.

SETHU

Everbeeninasituationwhereyouarehappyand



allofasuddensomeonedisruptyourpeace?That's

thelifeImcurrentlylivingrightnow.LastnightI

gavebirthtoourlittlesunshineMusawenkosi.My

husbanddoesn'tevenwanttoleavethehouse.He's

sohappy.

Siya:baby.Ican'tbelieveourboyishere.

Me:metoo.I'mdonehavingkids.3isenough.

Siya:twoleftthenwe'llbedone.

"Goodmorning.Iheardyougavebirth"

Me:mamareally?Didyouhavetocomewithhim?

Mama:ididn'tcomewithhim.Imethimonthe

corridor.Hesaidhisdaughterworkshereandhe's

doinghistreatmentshere.

Me:pleasestayawayfromme.Idon'twantyou

here.Leave.I'vebeenfinewithoutyoufor30years.

Mr:can'twetalklikeadults?Withoutshouting?

Me:babepleasetellthismantoleave.Idon'twant

toseehim.

Iturnedtotheothersideandjustclosedmyeyes



andcried.Theangerthatihadofgrowingup

withoutmyfathercameback.Ihadnofather.While

hewasoutthereplayingfathertoothers.Idon't

thinkiwilleverforgivehim.Hehurtme.Mymother

istheonlyparentihave.Nooneelse.

Siya:sirithinkyoushouldleave.You'reupsetting

herandthat'snotgood.

Mr:what'sisitwithyouandmydaughters?You

jumpfromonetoanother!

Mama:Funanihamba.Youhavenorighttosay

that.Whosefaultisitthathe'sdatedsisters?Ifyou

hadbeenagoodfatherlikeyouputyourselftobe

youwouldn'thaverunfromyourchildren.Ifit'sme

thatyoudidnotwantthenyouwouldhavedoneall

youcouldtohavearelationshipwithyourchildren.

Andnowyouwanttoblamemysoninlaw?It'stoo

lateforthat.Nowpleaseleaveusinpeace.Ĺ

Iheardfootstepsandhewasnolongerintheroom.

Me:thatmanmuststayawayfromme.Idon'twant

himanywherenearmeormyfamily.

Siya:calmdown.



KEATLARETSI

I'mbackatworkandicansayiamenjoyingit.Iam

reallythankfulformyhusbandand00Bonolo.They

madesurethatallmybusinessesdon'tfallapart.

Todayiknockedoffearlybecauseiamgoingout

withLerato.Itsherbestfriend/sisterinlawbaby

shower.IknowmostofthetimeiamwithBonoloor

thewivesbutLeratoisalsooneofmyclosestfriend.

Withhericanjustbefreeandiknowshewillnot

judgeme.Whenigethomeit'sachaos.Toysall

overintheloungeandthetripletsareonthefloor.

Eversincetheystartedcrawlingit'smorework.

Theycrawltomeandismileandkissthem.I

missedmybabies.

Me:Ayandagoandcallyourbrotherandpackyour

toys.

Aya:howwaswork?

Me:itwasgood.Howwasschool?



Aya:idon'tlikeschool.

Me:what'swrongmyboy?Someonebullyingyou?

Aya:mommyit'sboring.I'mNotinthesameclassas

Luyanda.Iwanttobeinhisclass.

Me:I'msorryokay?Iwilltalktoyourteacherand

askiftheycanputyouinthesameclass.

Henoddedhappy.Iwentupstairsandtooka

shower.Idressedinalongwhitesummerdress

andsandles.Iwentandknockedonthesrudy.

Mpendulo:comein.Youlookbeautifulmywife.

Whereareyougoing?

Me:babeitoldyouI'mgoingtoababyshowerwith

Lerato.

Mpendulo:oh.Havefun.Don'tworryaboutthekids.

Iwilllookafterthem.

Me:you'rethevest.Iloveyou.

Mpendulo:iloveyoumore.Comeandgivememy

kiss.



Ikissedhimandhuggedhim.

Me:don'tmissmetoomuch.

Mpendulo:no.Don'tmissmetoomuch.

He'sright.I'msoclingytohimthesedays.

Me:ahdon'tstart.Iwon'tmissyou.

Mpendulo:mmh.Gonow.Imgoingtoswitchoffmy

phone.

Me:okay.Okay.Imissyoualready.

Mpendulo:TomorrowsafterworkIwilltakeyouout.

Thenwecanspendmoretimetogether.

Me:okayletmegobeforeImlate.

ItookmythingsandwenttoLerato'shouse.We

weregoingtousehercar.

MPENDULO



mywifewentoutandit'smynightwiththetwolittle

girls.ThandoandSphe.Lisaissleepingoverat

Chris.Ifinishedputtingtheirsnacksintheplate

thenheadtothebedroom.Theyareinmybedroom

watchingcartoonsontheirmother'slaptop.It's

around6soyeahthat'sthereasontheyarenot

sleeping.Idomyworkwhiletheyareplayingand

eating.Mostofthetimeiworkfromhome.AsI'm

doingmyworkthesetwofallasleep.Iclosemy

laptopandtakethemalltotheirroom.Icloseitand

leave.ThereasonI'mworkingevenafterworkis

becausesoonI'llberetiring.Ijustwanttostayat

home.Restandhaveagoodtimewithmyfamily.

NoI'mnotdieng.Idon'thavesomechronic

diseases.It'sjustthatihaveworkedhardallmylife.

Icanaffordanythingiwant.Sothatmyfamilycan

betakencareof.Sothatmychildrenwillnotbegfor

anything.Itaketheplatebacktothekitchenthengo

andcheckontheothers.Thetwinsaresleeping

withtheirheadsontopofMnqobi.Thethreeof

themsharearoom.ThenLisashareswiththegirls

andLindanihashisownroom.Thetwinsprefer

sharingabedwithMnqobiratherthanhaving



bunkedbeds.Itakeapictureandsendittomywife.

Shelovestakingpicturesofthekids.I'msureshe'll

besmilingwhensheseesit.Iknockandgetinto

Lindani'sroom.He'splayinghisgames.

Me:areyoudonewithyourhomeworks?

Lindani:yesbaba.I'mevendonestudying.Iknow

that'swhyyou'rehere.

Ilaugh.Ialwayscheckonhisschoolwork.He'sin

matricsoiwanthimtodowellsohecangotoany

universityofhischoice.

Me:sohowareyou?

Lindani:I'mgood.

Me:reallygood?

Lindani:yesbaba.Iknowyouworryaboutme.But

I'mfine.TherapyhelpedmeandI'mgoodnow.

It'sbeenayearsincehefinishedhissessions.

Me:sodoyoumissyourmother...yourgrandparents?

Lindani:whyareyouasking?Doyouwanttotake

meback?



Me:takeyouback?No!I'mhappywithhavingallmy

childrenunderoneroof.

Lindani:babamymotherishere.Khanyisile.She

maynotbemybiologicalmotherbutthesefew

yearsI'vebeenhereshe'sbeenmoreofamother

thanicansayaboutmybiologicalmother.She

lovesmelikeI'mherown.Shedoesn'ttreatus

differently.Toherweareequal.Weareallher

children.Mybiologicalmotherwouldtreatherstep

childrenlikeherownandtreatmelikeastranger.

Soiwillnevermissanyonelikethat.

Me:okay.Ihearyou.Sowhatdoyouwanttostudy

nextyearandwhichuniversitydoyouwanttogoto?

Lindani:I'mstilldecidingwhichuniversityiwantbut

I'llstudyarchitecture.

Me:youcantakeagapyearuntilyou'resure.

Linďani:there'sstilltimetodecideonuniversities.

SoyouarenotangrythatIwanttodoarchitecture?

Me:whywouldIbe?

Lindani:myfriend'sfatherisangrybecausemy



frienddoesn'twanttostudybusiness.

Me:I'mnotangry.Youhavetodowhatmakesyou

happyorelseyoumightfail.Ifit'sarchitecturethen

youcandoit.Juststudyhardandmakemeand

yourmotherproud.Butmostlydoitforyourself.

Haveagoodnightneh?

Lindani:goodnightdad.

Iwenttothetripletsroomandtheyweresound

asleep.Iclosedthedoorandwentbacktomyroom.

Istoppedonmytracks.Therestoodthemost

beautifulangelI'veevermet.Withhersmoothskin.

Iknowshealwayscomplainthatshehasgained

weight.Fromsize38to40.Yesilistentothese

thingswhenshetellsmethesethings.Butshe'sso

beautiful.Evenlookingatherrightnowifeelmy

bloodrunning.WhydidImeetherlate?

Kea:loveididn'tseeyouthere.

Me:IwasadmiringwhatGodme.

Kea:andwhatisthat?



Me:anangelstandinginfrontofme.

ShewantedtoputinanightdressbutIgotholdof

itandthrewitaway.Iheldherfrombehind.She

smeltofhershowergel.Shejustfinished

showering.

Me:howwasyournightout?

Kea:itwasgood.Ihadfun.

Me:imissedyou.

Kea:andnowimback.

Me:mmh

Kea:aahaah

I'mkissingherneck.It'shersensitivespot.She

turnstolookatmeandkissesme.I'mhappyathow

shehaschangedfromthatshywomaninetyears

back.Whoa!Iloveitwhenshe'slikethis.Whenshe

initiateourlovemaking.I'mnottheonlyonewho's

incontrol.Here'ssomething:ineverthoughtsex



wouldevermakeagrownmanlikemecry.Butmy

wifeheredoesthattome.Inaswiftmytshirtisoff.

Thenifeelherunbucklemybelt.Thenmytrouser

falldown.I'malreadyhard.Igetoutofthemand

pickhertothebedandwemakelove.Lovemaking

withherisalwaysdifferent.Ifeelrenewedevery

time.

Wakingupinthemorningitakeashowerthengo

out.Judgingbythenoiseicantelltheyareallinthe

nursery.

Me:guysgetready.

Lu:daddytodaywearenotgoingtoschool.Andwe

arehavingaparty.

Hestartsdancingwithhistwin.Iknowtheonly

reasontheyarethishappyit'sbecauseofcakeand

nyama.Thosearetheirfavorite.

Me:yeswearehavingaparty.Imgoingtofetchthe



cakeandiwantmytwoboystogowithme.

Aya:yeeesss!

Theyjumpedupanddown.

Kea:goodmorningbabe.

Me:goodmorning.Areyoumanagingalone?

Kea:mmeMaggiewashelpingme.NowI'mjust

dressingthem.

Me:doyouwantsomethingfromtown?

Kea:no.Ithinkwehaveeverything.

IpickupSabelo.HegiggleswhenIstartplaying

withhim.

Kea:babewhydiidyoutakehim?Youknowhe'llcry

whenyouleaveandthesetwowillalsocry.

Itrytoputhimdownandhedoesn'twanttosit.I

makehimliedownonthebedandrunout.Ican

hearhimcryingasiexitthedoor.Iopenthecarand

thetwinsandThandoandSphegetin.Idriveto

PretoriaNorthtofetchthecake.Todaythetwins



are6yearssowearehavingaminipartyforthem.

*TOBECONTINUED*

[07/06,19:04] :*STORYOFMY

LIFE:KEATLARETSI*

*CHAPTER33*

Keatlaretsi

Myhusbandhasbeengoneforafewhoursnow.He

isnotcomingback.Itrytocallhimbuthedoesn't

answermycalls.I'mstartingtogetworriednow.I

decidetojustwait.Everythingisreadyforthe

tripletspartyeventhephotographerishereandthe

familyishere.

Nolo:don'tworry.Hemightbeonhisway.You

knowhowquesare.

Me:there'snothingaboutaqueuehere.Icanfeelit.



Hewasjustgoingtofetchthecakeandcomeback.

Butit'sbeenafewhours.Whatifsomething

happened?

Mzwakhe:whichshopdidtheygotosoicangoand

checkonthem?

Me:theywe..

Nolo:theyarehere.

Me:finally.Iwasgettingworried.BabyIwas

startingtogetworriednow.

Hejustsatonthecouchandkeptquiet.

Me:what'sgoingon?Where'sThando?What

happenedtoyourhand?

Mpendulo:somethinghappenedwhilewewere

fetchingthecake?

Me:Thandookae?Where'smybaby!?

Mpendulo:she'satthehospital.Muziiswithher.

Me:that'swhyheleft...Butwhathappenedtomy

baby?

Mpendulo:calmdown.She'llbefine.



Me:whichhospitalisshein?Ineedtoseemybaby.

Mpendulo:calmdownplease?That'swhyicame

back.Justtomakesurefirstthatyoudon'tfreak

out.

Isitdown.Mybabyisinhospital!I'mshaking.I

can'tsitstill.

Mpendulo:somemanwantedtokidnapher.Luckilyi

waswalkingcloswlywiththem.Inoticedwhatwas

happeningintime.Hesprayedsomethingonher

faceandgrabbedher.Iwasfastenoughtocatchup

withhimbeforehereachedthecar.Soitookher

fromhim.That'swhenhestabbedmeonmyarm

andranaway.Butigotthenumberplate.Thepolice

arelookingforhimaswespeak.

Me:how'sshe?

Mpendulo:shepassedoutafterwhathappened.The

doctorswerebusywithher.Butshe'sfine.Let'sgo.

Ifollowedbehindhim.Wegotintothecarandhe

drovetothehospital.

Me:isshereallyfine?



Mpendulo:I'msorry.

Me:forwhat?

Mpendulo:forallofthis.Idon'tknowwhatiwould

havedoneifthatmansucceededintakingher.

Me:hedidn't.That'swhatmatters.Nowwefocuson

hergettingwell.

Mpendulo:thosefewminutesshepassedoutIfelt

likeeverythingaroundmewasspinning.Idon't

knowwhatwouldhavehappened.

Me:she'salreadybeenthroughsomuch.Nowthis.I

wishicouldjusthideherfromthetroublesofthis

world.Canonepersonhavesuchbadluck?MaybeI

shouldcleansemyselfattheocean.Allthesebad

thingskeephappeningtomyfamily.

Mpendulo:don'ttalklikethat.Ourbabywillbefine.

Youwillsee.Thedoctorwasjustwaitingforherto

wakeup.Andifshe'snotunderanydangerwecan

leavewithher.

Thedrivewasquietwithonlymysniffs.Whenwe

arrivedwewenttoherwardandshewasbup.She



wastalkingwithMuzi.Iwipedmytears.Ididn't

wanthertoseethatiwascrying.

Thando:mommy.Youareheretotakeme,

Muzi:thedoctorsaidwecanleavewithher.He'llbe

backwiththedocstosign.

Me:howareyoumylove?

Thando:I'mfinemommy.Takeme.

Sheopenedherarms.Ipickedherandjustwrapped

myhandsaroundher.Icouldn'thelpbutcry.We

almostlosther.

Me:mommylovesyouokay?

Thando:iloveyoutoo.

Thedoctorcameandwesignedthenleft.

Thando:isthebadmangobe?

Me:yes.hewon'tcomeback.Thepolicewillgethim.

Mybabymusthavebeenscared.Ican'timagine

whatshewasgoingthrough.



Muzi:ican'tbelievethishappenedagain.Itcan'tbe

acincidence.Thesepeoplewantsomething.

Me:umwhatdoyoumeanagain?Didithappen

before?

Mpendulo:yeerrMuzinawe!Isaidwearenotgoing

totalkaboutthiseverbutnowlook.

Mui:iwasn'tthinking.

Me:thisisnotthefirsttimesomethinglikethis

happened?

Mpendulo:no.Atfirstwhenyouweremissingthey

kidnappedKhanyo.Andwehadtolookforherand

youaswell.Ieventhoughttheytookyou.

Me:whatdothesepeoplewant?

Mpendulo:we'llseeyouathomeMuzi.

Justlikethat!Heignoredme.Wegotinthecarand

left.

Me:whatdotheywant?

Mpendulo:iwilltakecareofthis.Don'tstress



yourself.

Me:ideservetoknowifmyfamily'slifeisdanger.

Whatifsomethinghappenstoyou?Whatwillbeof

meandthekids?

Mpendulo:thisisbeyondmycontrol!Theywantmy

child.Sowhatdoidowiththat?Ican'tgiveanyone

mychild.

Me:theywantyourchild?

Mpendulo:yes.IthinkthatguythoughtThandois

Sphesihle.She'smychildandshe'snotgoing

anywhere.

Me:atleastthepolicewilllookforthatperson.

Mpendulo:aboutthat.Ididn'tinvolvethepolice.

Me:aow.Didn'tyousaythepoliceareworkingonthis?

Mpendulo:ididn'twanttoworryyou.I'mhandlingit

myself.

Whatnow?He'salsoaliar?Andwhydothese

peoplewantSphe?Idecidedtoletitgo.Mybabyis



safenow.Whenwegothomeshewasthefirstto

jumpoutofthecarandraninside.

Me:doyouthinkweshouldstopthisparty?

Mpendulo:no.Thekidsarehappy.Let'sgoonwithit.

Wewentinandeveryonewasjustsittingmaybe

waitingforus.

Muzi:everythingisfinenow.Wecanallcheerup.

ThepartywentoneventhoughIhadalotonmy

mind.Thekidshadfunandthat'sallthatmatters.

Weclearedeverythingandcleanedbeforeeveryone

left.Afterweallgotreadyforbediwenttotakea

showerandgotintomysleepwear.Iwenttocheck

ifallthedoorswerelockedandWindowsclosed.

Mpendulo:everythingislocked.Nooneisgoingto

enterinhere.

Me:doyouthinkI'mparanoidforthinkingthat

somethingwillhappenagain?



Mpendulo:you'renot.AsisaidI'mgoingtotake

careofthis.Let'sgotothebedroom.Iwantusto

talk.

Isighed.Thisisprovingtobehardforme.Ithought

iwasgoingtotakeSpheandThandotodaycarebut

notanymore.Whatifmybabiesgetabducted?I'd

die.Wegotintobed.

Mpendulo:tomorrowI'mgoinghome.Ihavetofix

thisproblem.

Me:whyareyougoinghome?

Mpendulo:totalktomyfathersothatwecangoto

MozambiqueandpaydamagesforSpheanddoall

theritualssothatallofthiscanstop.

Me:ithoughthermothergaveyouparentalrights.

Mpendulo:shedidbutherfamilywouldstillwant

metodorightbyher.

Me:whatdoesthatmean?

Mpendulo:itmeansthatsincemeandhermother

werenotmarriedihavetodosomeritualsforSphe

andiwillhearwhattheysayabouthowtheydo



thingswhenIgetthere.Thenwecanalllive

peacefully.

Me:thisfeelslikehistoryisrepeatingitself.Ifeel

likeimlosingyoutoheragain.Evenfromthegrave

she'sstilltroublingme.

Mpendulo:sthandwasamidon'ttakeitlikethat.I'm

justgoingtheretodowhatI'msupposedtodofor

ourbabythencomeback.Ipromise.

Me:whatif...

Mpendulo:nothingwillhappen.Comehere.You

knowI'dgowithyouifyoudidn'thavetobehere

withthekids.

Me:agg.Iwouldn'tgoeveniftherewerenokids.

Iturntheothersideandshutmyeyes.

Mpendulo:ngisakhulumanawenjesthandwa.

Ididn'treply.Ijustkeptquietuntiligellasleep.

WhenIwokeupthesunwasoutandonmyface.I

triedgettingupbuticouldn't.



Mpendulo:morning.

Me:morning.

Mpendulo:wedidn'tfinishtalking.

Me:ithoughtwedid.

Mpendulo:canwespendthedaytogether?Im

leavingat2andiwon'tcomebackhere.Iwillgo

straighttoMozambique.

Me:oh.

Mpendulo:yes.Andidon'tknowhowmanydaysi

willtakethere.

Me:ihavetogotowork.

Igotoffthebedandwenttothebathroom.Wheni

wasabouttoclosehetouchedthedoor.Iletgoand

wenttoshower.Hejuststoodbythedoorlookingat

me.Iwasevenstartingtogetirritated.Weare

alwaysdoingthis.Everytimeheleavesmehere

andihavetotakeitall.Ididn'thearhimmovingi

justfelthimhugme.

Mpendulo:babyipromiseyouiwillbebacksoon.It

won'tevenbeawholeweek.Justtrustme.Iwould



neverlietoyou.

Me:okay.Ifyousayso.

Mpendulo:pleasetakeadayoff.I'dlovetospend

timewithmywife.

Me:okay.

Mpendulo:lookatme.Iknowyou'renotconvinced

thatI'mnotcomingbackbuthavefaithinme.

Me:whatifshe'snotdeadandthisisherwayof

luringyoutoher?Whenyougetthereshedoes

somethingtoyou?

Mpendulo:babelet'ssayshe'salive.Ifshetries

somethingshewillneverwin.It'syou.Itwillalways

beyou.Nooneelse.You'retheloveofmylife.Ilove

yousomuch.

Me:iloveyoutoo.Losingyouwouldbreakme.I

hopenothingwillhappentoyou.

Mpendulo:nothingwillhappen.

Afterourshowerwespentthedaytogether.The



kidswenttoschoolsoitwasonlymeandhimand

thetriplets,SpheandThando.Attwohehadto

leave.

Mpendulo:anddon'tbestubborn.Don'tgivethe

guardsahardtime.

Me:amistubborn?

Mpendulo:youknowhowyouare.Whereveryougo

out,gowiththem.Theyareheretoprotectyouand

thekids.

Me:okay.Otsamayesente.

Mpendulo:don'tbesad.I'mcomingback.

Ihuggedhim.Iwatchedashedisappearedthrough

theairport.Itwaspainfulformetowatchhimgo

butIhadtotakeitlikeanadult.

NARRATED

It'sbeenthreedaysandMpenduloalwayscalled

thefamilyjusttoletthemknowhoweverythingis



going.Keatlaretsiwouldalwayscheckherphone

whenevershehearsasoundthinkingmaybeit'sher

husband.She'ssittinginarestaurantwaitingfor

herorder.Shecametogetlunch.She'sona

lunchbreakandthisisthetimethatshegetstorest.

Voice:it'snicetoseeyouhere.

Kea:ohhi.Ididn'tknowyoucomethisside.

Tshire:justbusinessthatbroughtmehere.Sohow

areyou?

Kea:I'mgood.

Tshire:that'sbetter.Ithoughtmaybethewhiteguy

wouldhavekilledyoubynow.

Me:whatwhiteguy?

Tshire:yourhusband.

Me:whosaidhe'swhite?Andwhywouldhekillme?

Tshire:aretswemoyona.sowhatareyoudoing

afteryouleavethisplace?

Me:I'mgoingbacktomyoffice.

Tshire:iwashopingwecanspendabitoftime



together.

Kea:TshireletsoIhaveaman.Ithoughtyouhad

alreadyacceptedthat.

Tshireletso:thatmanisnotgoodforyou.Whatifone

dayhehitsyou?He'sviolent.

Kea:idon'tknowwhatyou'retalkingabout.

Tshire:ioncesentyouamessageaskingtomeet

andhegotyourphoneandsawit.Hecametomy

hotelroomandattackedme.Leftmewithabroken

arm.Ihadtoputacastonit.Buttellhimthatnext

timehewon'tbesolucky.

Kea:byeTshire.Itwasniceseeingyou.

Tshire:iwon'tgiveuponyou.

Shegotupandtookherorder.Peoplewerestaring.

Shedidn'tliketheattention.Whenshegottoher

officeshecalledherhusband.

Mpendulo:I'vebeentryingtocallyou.

Kea:myphonewasonsilent.Iwasinameeting.



Mpendulo:oh.Withthatboy?Bathi

ubani...Tshireletso.

Kea:how..ohtheguards.Dotheyreporteverythingi

donow?

Mpendulo:theyhaveto.I'mdoingthisforyour

safety.

Kea:didyoureallyattackhim?

Mpendulo:hedeservedeverybeatinghegot.He'll

learntoleaveyoualone.Ihavegoodnews.

TomorrowI'mcomingback.

Kea:that'sgreatnews!Thekidswereaskingwhen

youwouldbeback.

Mpendulo:iknowthat'snottrue.Youjustmissed

me.

Kea:ohplease.

Mpendulo:haveagoodday.Iwillcallwhenyouget

home.

Me:okay.



Todaymyhusbandiscomingbackandicannot

waittoknockoffatwork.Iamcountingdownthe

hourseventhoughnowit'slunchtime.Iknow

there'sstillmoretimetogobutican'twait.Iheara

knockatthedoorsoiahoutforthatpersontocome

in.

Voice:Ibroughtyoulunch.Akereyourefusedtogo

outwithmesoithoughtwecanhaveourdatein

here.

Me:whatdateareyoutalkingabout?I'mamarried

woman!

Tshire:soiwouldhaveachanceifyouwerenot

married?

Me:TshireletsoIdon'tloveyou.Whenwillyouget

that?Evenifiweresinglemeandyouwerenot

goingtodate.Idon'tloveyou.Nowpleaseleave.I

haveworktodo.

Tshire:goon.Doyourwork.Iwilljustwatchtou.

Me:bathongbamodimo.Kengokareontsika

ditsebeyana?Gakegorati.Ntswelekamonyako!



Hestartedwalkingtowhereiwassittingandiwas

startingtogetscared.Hewasnowclosertome.

Tshire:youmeanyoudon'tfeelthis?Iknowyoucan

feelthisconnectionwehave.

Me:there'snoconnectionhere.

Myphonerangandiquicklyanswered.

Me:pleasecometomy...

Hegrabbedmyphone.

Tshire:there'snoneedforthat.Wearejustgoingto

havelunch.Isitthathard?

Me:Getawayfromme.

Tshire:I'mnotgoingtoharmyoubabe.Ijustcan't

controlthisloveihaveforyou.

Ne:myhusbandisonhisway.Iffindsyouhere

Heheldmywristandithurtabit.

Me:stoptouchingme!

Itfellondeafears.Iwasnowbeyondscared.He



pinnedmyhandstomyback.

NARRATED

"Help!"

Shewasshoutingaskingforhelpbecausesheno

longerhadthestrengthtofighthim.Hepushedher

onthedeskandstartedkissingher.

Kea:please...do...don'tdothis...

Tshire:you'remine!Youbelongtome.Ipromiseit

willnothurt.Itwillbeoversoon.

Hecontinuedkissingherandjustashewasabout

toputupherdressshekickedhimandmanagedto

getoutofhishold.Sherantothedoorbuthewas

fastenoughtocatchher.

Kea:pleaseimbeggingyou.Don'tdothis.

Tshire:there'snoneedtofightthis.Webothwant

this.Ipromiseiwon'thurtyou.



"MrsKhozaiseverythingalright?"

Kea:help!

Heputhishandonhermouth.

Thedoorwaskickeddownandheranout.The

securitiesranafterhimwhiletheguardsattended

toKea.

Guars:areyoualright?Areyouhurt?

Kea:iwanttogohome.

Guard:youcantakehertothecarwhileIpackher

things.

Hehelpedherbalancewithhisshowerandwalked

hertothecar.Shewascryingandnoweveryone

wasoutoftheirofficeswatching.Whenthey

reachedtheparkinglottheywaitedfortheother

guard.Hecamewithherhandbagrunning.Hetook

thecarkeysandunlockedthecarthendroveoffto

herplace.

Guard:gooddaysir.MrKhozasaidwemustcallyou

ifthere'ssomethingurgent.

Mzwakhe:yes.He'sonhiswayback.Isthere



somethingyouwanted?

Guard:somethinghappened.MrsKhoza..

Mzwakhe:whatisit?Issomethingwrong?

Guard:someonetriedtoforcethemselfonher.

Luckilywewerearoundthebuildingsowewere

abletogettoherphonebeforehecould...

Mzwakhe:whereareyounow?How'sshe?

Guard:she'scrying.Wearetakingherhome.That

bustardwascaught.Soiwantedtoknowifwehave

tocallthepoliceorwhat?

Mzwakhe:don'tcallthepolice.Iwillsendyouan

addressandhemustbetakenthere.Iwillmeetyou

atMrKhoza'splace.

Theycutthecall.Mzwakhethoughtofhiswifebut

hecouldn'tcallherbecauseshewasatwork.He

drovetohisbrother'shouseandwentinside.He

foundKeastaringatspacewithMamAggierubbing

herback.

Mzwakhe:mahowisshe?



Mam:she'sbeenzonedout.Ithinkshe'sstillin

shock.Imadehersugarwater.

Mzwakhe:it'sokayma.Khanyisile.

Shedidn'trespond.Shejuststaredatspacewith

tearsfallingonherface.

Mzwakhe:yourhusbandwillbeheresoon.Hehas

landedandhe'sdrivingherenow.Wearegoingto

takecareofthis.Thatbastardwillnevermesswith

anywomaneveragain.Hewillwishhewasdead.

ThedooropenedandMabuthoandShakacamein.

Bongani:bafowhydidyoucallushere?Isthere

somethingwrong?

Mzwakhe:let'sgoandtalkoutside.Mamaplease

makesureshe'salright.

Theywentoutsidetowheretheguardswere.

Mzwakhe:didyoudowhatitoldyou?



Guard1:yessir.He'satthatplace.

Mzwakhe:okay.

Shaka:what'sgoingon?

Mzwakhe:somebastardtriedtoforcehimselfon

Khanyisile.

Mabutho:what!?

Mzwakhe:yes.NowIwantustodealwithhim.

WhenI'mdonewithhimhe'llknownottomesswith

anywomaninthisworld.Thisworlddoesn'tneed

menlikehim.

Guard2:anotherthing...hewasfollowingher

yesterdayalso.Shetoldhimtostayawaybuthe

waspersistentuntilwetoldhimtoleave.

Shaka:thisbastardmessedwiththewrongfamily.

Let'sgoandteachhimalessonnow!Nxa.What

kindofmandoesn'tknowthatnomeansno?

Mzwakhe:drivebehindtheguards.I'mcomingnow.

Theyleftafterthat.HewaitedjustuntilMpendulo

arrivedandhefilledhiminonwhatwasgoingon.

Afterthatheleft.



Mpendulo:baby.

Shelookedathimandgotoffthebedandranto

him.Sheheldhimtightandstartedcrying.

Mpendulo:shhh.I'mhere.Everythingwillbealright.

Wewillgetthroughthis.Imhere.Comeandlie

down.

Kea:pleasedon'tleaveme.

Mpendulo:ipromiseyou.Sleep.I'llbeherewhen

youwakeup.

Shegotintobedwithhimsnuggledtohim.Sheheld

ontightuntilshefellasleep.Butitwasadifferent

storyforMpendulo.Hedidn'tsleep.Hewasup

thinkingthewholenight.Untiltheweehours.Matter

offactisthathecouldn'treallysleep.Hiswifekept

onhavingnightmaresbecauseofwhathappened.

Hehadtostayupandwatchafterher.Inthe

morninghewokeupandwenttoprepareabathfor

her.Hewokeherupandshewenttothebathroom.

Mpendulo:letmehelpyou.



Kea:I'llmanage.Canibealone?

Mpendulo:I'mnotgoinganywhere.I'mhereforyou.

RememberwhenIsaidiwillalwaysbehere?Thisis

meshowingthattoyou.Iwillhelpyougothrough

this.Weareinthistogether.

Kea:doyouthinkit'smyfault?Ifididn'tlethiminto

myoffice...

Mpendulo:it'snobody'sfaultbuthis.Whathedid

washisconnivingways.

Theyshoweredandfinishedthengotdressedand

aftersomeconvincingshefinallywenttojointhe

othersforbreakfast.

Sphe:mommyImissedyou.Whyyoudidn'teatwith

uslastnight?

Kea:mommywassick.Butshe'sbetternow.

Sphe:youdon'twanttoeat?

Kea:iwilleat.

Mpendulo:continueeating.Mommyisnotfeeling



well.Shewilleatinherroomokay?

Lisa:okaymomgetwell.

Shenoddedandwentbacktoherroom.

Mpendulo:here'syourfood.Pleaseeatsoyoucan

bestrong.IcalledBonolotocome.She'sonher

way.

Kea:hepaintedyouasthismonsterandevensaid

onedayyouwillhitme.

Mpendulo:bastard.That'swhatheis.

Kea:iwassoscared.Ithoughthewasgoingto...he

changed.Ididn'tknowthatperson.Hewas

different.

Mpendulo:heyhey.It'salright.

Kea:didtheyarresthim?

Mpendulo:no.Jailistooeasyforpeoplelikehim.

He'llgotojailtodayandtomorrowtheyreleasehim.

Peoplelikehimdeservewaymorethanjail.He's

goingtowishhenevermetyou.



AfterthathewentouttheroomandHemadeacall.

Mpendulo:Mzwakhe.

Mzwakhe:yeboMkhathini.

Mpendulo:kuhambanjhanilapho.

Mzwakhe:bafoungayifakikulenkinga.Ngizo

bhekananayomina,ShakanoMabutho.

Mpendulo:ngingayfaki?Usangenewena?Umkami

loophathekeyokabilanamanjhewenauthi

ngingayfaki!

Mzwakhe:ngyaxolisabafo.Erhsizohlanganakhona

kwaNgcoboke.Lomgulukuduulapho.

Mpendulo:kulungileke.

Hecutthecallandwentbackinside.

Mpendulo:baby...baby

Kea:mmh

Mpendulo:ngyokbonamangbuyaneh?Usendleleni

usiswakhouzohlalanawe.



Kea:mmh.

Mpendulo:ngiyak'thanda.

Kea:iloveyoutoo.

Mpendulo:callifyouneedsomething.

Hebentdownandkissedher.Hetookhisjacket

andcarkeysandleft.HedrovetoMamelodiand

uponhisarrivalhefoundhisbrotherswaitingfor

him.

Mpendulo:whatareyoudoinghere?

Siya:iheardwhathappened...

Mpendulo:ngitheufunanilana?Whodidyouleave

yourwifeandnewbornbabywith?Youknowidon't

wantyougettinginvolvedinthesethings.

Siya:yebobafo.

Mpendulo:thisisthelasttimeyoucomehere.Uphi

uNgcobo?

Mzwakhe:kunenkingabafo.



Mpendulo:yinimanje?

Shaka:lomgulukuduakekholana.UNgcobo

wamyekelaahamba.

Mpendulo:Ngcobo!Ngcobo!

Ngcobo:yiniumsindokangaka.

Mpendulo:uphiloyamfana?

Ngcobo:heescaped.

Mabutho:kanjalonje?Thatbastardwastortured.

Hecouldn'thaveescapedonhisown!Doyouknow

thathe'sadangertowomenoutthere?

Ngcobo:ileftyouguyswiththekeysandeverything.

Itwasyourresponsibilitytomakesurehedoesn't

escape.Whydidn'tyouputguardsaroundhere?

Mpendulo:Ngcobowe'vebeenworkingtogetherfor

averylongtime.I'dhatetothinkthatyou'ddouble

crossme.

Ngcobo:MinanawesiphumakudeMkhathini.I'd

neverdothattoyou.I'llhavemyboyslookoutfor

him.Nginawe.



Mpendulo:sure.

Theyallgetintotheircarsanddriveoff.

*TOBECONTINUED*

[07/06,19:05] :*STORYOFMY

LIFE:KEATLARETSI*

*CHAPTER34*

AtKeatlaretsi'shouse

Bonolo:letmegoandcook.You'vebeensleeping

thewholetime.

Kea:I'mfine.

Bonolo:okay.Atleastcomeandsitinthelounge

whileIcook.Come.



Shegotupandalmostfell.

Bonolo:haveyouhadanythingtoeat?

Shetouchedherforehead.

Bonolo:you'reburningupandyoureyesarered.

Kea:ihaveaheadache.

Bonolo:sorry.Iwillbringgrandpaforyou.Let'sgo.

TheywenttotheloungeandBonolomadea

sandwichforher.

Bonolo:eatfirstthenyoucandrinkthegrandpa.

Kea:thanks.

Bonolo:sotellme.Wheredidyoumeetthatguy?

Whywasheatyouroffice?

Kea:youthinkicalledhim?

Bonolo:ofcoursenot.Ijustwanttounderstandthis.

Kea:he'sRapelangscousin.Imethimwhileiwas

there.Neampatlakamogana.Icouldseegore

somethinggaserightkayena.Imeaneverytimei

toldhimilovemyhusbandandIammarriedhe



wouldchange.Hewouldbeangry.Evenshoutedat

mychildwhenshedidn'twanttogoplayingwith

otherkids.

Bonolo:he'scrazy.Whodoesthat?

Kea:I'mjusthappythatiwasalwayswithmybaby.

Whoknowswhathecouldhavedone?

Bonolo:I'mjusthappyyouleftthatplaceintime.

Beforehecouldshowhistruecolours.Don'tworry.

He'llrotinjail.

Kea:theydidn'tcallthepolice.

Bonolo:what!?Theyjustlethimgo?

Kea:Mpendulosaidyenaandyourhusbandwill

takecareofit.

Bonolo:haveyounoticedsomethingaboutyour

husband?

Jea:likewhat?

Bonolo:idon'tknowman.Somethingoffmaybe.

SometimesMzwakheactssomehow.Doyouthink

theirworkislegit?Iknowtheyowncompaniesand

thefamilybusinessbutIdon'tknowmaan.Idon't



thinkit'sthatonly.Andnowtheydon'tinvolvethe

policeinthis.

Kea:gwatshwana.Thepolicewouldhavejustsaid

hedidn'tdoanythingsotheycan'tarresthim.

Bonolo:yeahsotheydecidedtotakethelawinto

theirhands.

Kea:youthinktheyarecriminals?

Bonolo:ididn'tsaythissothatyoucanstartfighting

withyourhusband.Iknowyou.

Kea:iwon'tdothat.Tshireletsosaidsomething.Are

Mpenduloisamonsterandonedayhe'sgoingto

hitme.Areheattackedhimuntilhebrokehishand.

Bonolo:ihopeyoudon'tbelievethat.Mpendulo

wouldneverdosomethinglikethattoyou.Thatguy

wouldsayanythingjusttogetyou.

Kea:idon'tbelievehim.

Bonolo:itdoesn'tlooklikeyoumeanit...your

husbandwouldneverhityouokay?...umletmego

andcheckonthepots.Yeah!

Mpendulo:sawubonaBonolo..



Bonolo:hi.

Shewenttothekitchen.

Mpendulo:it'sgoodtoseethatyou'reoutofbed.

Kea:umyeah.

Mpendulo:sowhatwasyoursistertalkingabout?

Kea:ohthat.Shewasjustassuringmenotto

believewhatTshireletsosaidaboutyou.NotthatI

believehim.Iknowyou'renotlikethat.

Mpendulo:mmh.Heescapedfromwheretheyhad

kepthim.

Kea:asinyoudon'tknowwhereheis?Ohmy!This

personisdangerousthanIthought.Whatifhegoes

afterthekidsatschool?

Mpendulo:hewon'tdothat.Wehavepeoplelooking

forhim.

Me:Ihavetoaskmycousintohelp.

Mpendulo:yourcousin?



Kea:yes.Pule.Hewillhelplookforhim.

Bonolo:didihearyoucorrectly?Don'tdothat.You

knowhewillwantsomethinginreturn.Besides

yenaleRapelangarebacktogether.Doyouthink

Rapelangwilllethimhelpyouagainsthercousin?

Kea:whatdoyouwantmetodo?

Mpendulo:don'tworryyourselfaboutthis.

Bonolo:anddon'ttryandcallPule.Hemighttell

Rapelangandshewarnshim.

Mpendulo:she'sright.Rightnowwearelookingfor

informationabouthim.

Kea:whatareyougoingtodowhenyoufindhim?

Mpendulo:tellMzwakhetocometothestudywhen

hearrives.

Kea:hedidn'tanswerme.Whatifhe'sgoingtokill

him?

Bonolo:itdoesn'tmatter.Hedeservesit.Stop

worryingaboutthis.

Kea:whatifhegetsarrested?



Bonolo:stopcryingaboutthis.Youhavetobe

strongandnotthiscrybaby.Yes.Ifidon'ttellyou

whowill?I'msorrybutit'sthetruth.Andnoleaving!

Ifithappensthattheydosomethingtohimidon't

wanttohearyousayyou'releaving.Becauseiknow

thatswhatyou'regoingtodo.Youcan'tjustleave

everytimesomethingthatyoudon'tagreewith

happens.Yousitdownwithyourhusbandandtalk

itout.Everythinghedoesisforyou.Foryoursafety.

Sodon'tquestionhimonhowhe'sgoingtohandle

this.IhopeyouarelisteningtowhatI'msaying.

Kea:ihearyou.DoyouthinkI'mabadwife?Every

timesomethinghappensireactquicklyandfeellike

judginghim.

Bonolo:it'sgoodthatyounoticedityourself.Now

youknowyouhavetofixit.

Shejustnodded.

Mzwakhe:hiKhanyisile.Unjani?

Kea:I'mfineandyou?

Mzwakhe:haysiyazama.



Kea:why?Issomethingwrong?

Mzwakhe:angazi.

Kea:oh...yourbrothersaidyoumustjoinhiminthe

study.

Afterthatherushedout.

Kea:oshap?

BONOLO:yeah.

Kea:whatdidhedo?

Bonolo:he'sfreakingmeoutwithbabytalks.He

saysImpregnantandican'thavethatnow.

Kea:why?

Bonolo:ithasn'tevenbeenayearsinceistarted

working.

Kea:I'msureyouwillmanage.

Mpendulocomesdownlookingasifsomethingbad

happened.

Mpendulo:sthandwasamithere'ssomethingineed



totellyou.

Kea:what'sgoingon?

Mpendulo:ijustreceivedacallfromyouruncle.It's

yourfather...

Kea:whatisit?

Mpendulo:hepassedon.Withyourstepmother.

Theywereinanaccident.

MPENDULO

Thingsarereallynotworkingatall.WhenItrytofix

thissomethingelsehaplens.NowI'mdrivingto

NorthWest.Khanyisilehasn'tcriedeversinceItold

herwhat'shappening.Shejuststaresintospace.

ButIcanseethatshe'sbroken.Herandherfather

wereveryclose.Thebondthatshehadwithher

fatherwasverystrong.Whenwearriveshe'sthe

firsttogetoutofthecar.Igetthekidsout.

Me:Lindanimakesuretheydon'tgotoofar.

Lindani:okaybaba



IcouldhearacrywhenIgotin.Ilookedeverywhere

andicouldn'tfindmywife.Iwentupstairsandshe

wasinOratile'sroom.

Me:babyplease.You'llmakehimcrymore.

Kea:mydadisgone.Whodoihaveinthisworld?

Mydadwasalwaysthereforme.

Me:youstillhaveme.Yourfamily.Yourunclesand

aunties.Babyyourbrotherneedsyoutobestrong

forhim.Bestrongforyourbrother.Ifyoucrylike

thiswhatdoyouthinkhewilldo?He'ssoyoungand

you'retheonehelooksupto.

Kea:thishurt.Myfatherdidn'thavetodiejustyet.

Hissonisstillyoung.

"Ifnothimthenwho?Whodidyouwanttodie?It

washistime.I'msorrybutwhatyou'resayingisnot

makingsense.Goddecideswhototakeonhisown

time.Wedonotquestionthat."

That'sthestupidcousinwhohasnofilter.

Me:wenaphumala.Ifyouhavenothingbetterto



sayjustshutyourmouth.Can'tyouseethatshe's

hurt?

Mannono:iketlepelerra.Thisisnotyourhouse.You

won'tkickmeout.

Isshedrunkperhaps?Whotalkslikethisata

funeral?I'veneverseensomeonewho'ssostupid

likeher.

Me:ifieverhearyoutalkingthatrubishagainiwill

kickyououtofhere.Canyougetoutofhereandgo

dosomethingwithyourtime?Likehelpingwith

cookingorsomething?

Mannono:iwasn'thereforyou.I'mheretocall

Oratile.Hisbrothershavearrived.

Sheleftafterclickinghertongue.

Me:babygoandliedowninyourroom.Youraunty

iscomingandshewillbewithyouwhileIhelp

aroundhere.

Iheldherhandandwenttoherroomwithher.

Me:iwillletyourauntknowyou'reherewhenshe



arrives.Andyoursistersareonthewaysoyou

won'tbealonehereokay?Iloveyou.

Ikissedherforeheadandwentout.Ihatetoleave

heralonebutihaveto.Nothingishappeninghere.

Soihavetostartdoingsomethingorthere'llbea

delay.Ihaven'tseenanyfamilymemberarriving

becauseapparentlytheyleavefarfromhereand

stillhavetomaybelookfortransport.Theonlyone

wholivesaroundhereisBonolo'sfatherandnaye

he'snotaroundatthemoment.Onlyhermotheris

theonewho'saroundandonherwayhere.Bonolo's

fatherwasinLimpopowhenhecalledme.So

BonoloandMzwakhewenttofetchhim.Isee

Bonolo'smotherasiexittheroom.

Me:gooddayma.She'sinherroom.

B.mom:kalebogamokgwenyana.

IproceededtotheloungeandifindOratilesitting

withsomemeniassumearehisbrothers.

Me:sanibonani.

Guy:dumela.Thesearemybrothers.Vuyo,

ThembaniandMogomotsi.NnakeNare.



Me:okay.Wecanleavenowandfetchthemfrom

thehospital.Butletmejustgetsomethingquickly.

Iwentbacktomywife'sroom.Shewasjustsitting

onthebedwithheraunt.

Me:babewearegoingtothehospitaltofetchyour

parents.Pleasegivemethedetailsabouttheir

funeralcover.

Kea:idon'tknowwherehekepteverything.

Aunty:assoonasherunclegetsherehewillgive

themtoyou.Heknowswhereeverythingis.

Me:okay.Whatdowedonow?Doiwaitforyour

uncle?

Aunty:Keatlaretsiagaoitsipinyasafe?Okanna

walebellamoyona.

Shenoddedandwenttosomeroomwhichislikea

study.Shecamebackwiththepapers.Itookthem

andleft.

Me:Oratileyoucangotothecottage.Lindaniis

therewiththeothers.

Nare:willyoubefinewiththem?



Henodded.

Me:he'llbefine.He'susedtothem.

Welefttheyard.Peoplewerestartingtoarrive.

Rapula'sfatheraskedtogowithus.Icouldn'tsay

no.Theoldmanwashisbestfriend.

Me:aboutyourmother,isshealsogoingtobeburied

aroundhereoryou'dprefertotakehertoherhome?

Nare:we'llburyherhere.Itwillsaveusalotofwork.

R.father:hewouldhavelovedforhiswifetobe

buriedheresoyou'redoingagoodthing.

Me:idon'tknowwherethishospitalissowhenwe

gettotownpleasedirectme.Whileatitpleasecall

thesefuneralpalourpeople.Sothattheycanfetch

thebodies.

WearrivedatJobShimankaneTabanehospital.

That'swheretheypassedon.Dideverypaperwork

andthefuneralpalourpeoplecame.Idrovebehind

themjustsoicanfinaliseeverythingandjustwait

forthedayofthefuneral.Doingthisisalotofwork.

Movingupanddowngoingplaces.ButI'ddo



anythingformywife.Wegotthereandwentinside

todoeverything.

Man:thefuneralplanthathewaspayingforisa

packageofacoffinthatcostsR10000,foodandan

amountofR20000.Alsotransport.

Me:oh.Canweseethecaskets?

Theyshowedusthebooklet.

Me:okay.We'dlikethiscasket.Forbothofthem.

Vuyo:that'sveryexpensive.

Man:siryouwillhavetopayalotofmoneyforthat,

letalonetwo.

Me:noproblem.Getthemthosetwo.Iwillpay.

Thankyouforeverything.Wewillletyouknow

abouteverythingelse.

R.dad:whatyou'redoingisverygood.You'rea

goodman.I'msuremyfriendwillrestinpeace

knowingthathelefthisdaughteringoodhands.

Ilookedathim.Ithoughtmaybehe'dhateme.

Me:I'mjustdoingwhatihaveto.Mywifeisreally



notcopingsoihavetomakesureeverythingruns

smoothly.

R.dad:holdontoher.She'saverygoodwoman.

Andshe'sluckytohaveyou.

WhenwegottotheBogatsuresidencetheyardwas

full.Itwasfullofpeopleandsomeofthemididn't

knowthem.Butitisexpectedfortheyardtobefull

becauseit'safuneraloftwofamilies.Soboth

familiesarehere.Proceedinginifindmybrothers

sittingwithithermen.Igreetthemandgotothe

cottage.Ihavetocheckonthekids.Ican'tjustlet

Lindanitakecareofthemalone.

Me:wherearethekids?

Lindani:MakaSbanitookthem.

Me:okay.Nirightnina?

Lindani:yebobaba.

Me:callmeifyouneedanything.

Ayanda:where'smommy?Iwanttoseeher.



Me:mommyisnotfeelingfine.She'ssleepingnow.

Don'tcry.Come.

Ayandahasbecomesoattachedtohismother.

Luyandawastheonewhowasmoreclosetoher.

Butnowallofthemareattachedtoher.Eversince

shecamebackiftheydon'tseehertheystart

thinkingsheleftagain.

Me:don'tcryokay?Whenmommywakesupiwill

comeandcallyou.

Henoddedandiwentout.

NARRATED

DAYBEFORETHEFUNERAL

itwasintheeveningwhentheycalledtoletthem

knowthattheyareabouttoreach.Peoplestarted



singingwitheachpersonholdingalitcandle.

MaKhozahasbeenbyKeatlaretsi'ssideasshe

couldn'tstopcrying.

Bonolo:theherseishere.

Mannono:Keatlaretsigototheotherroomandstay

there.

Nolo:why?

Mannono:she'spregnantandshe'snotsupposedto

seethecoffin.Eventomorrowshe'snotsupposed

togotothecemetery.

Nolo:whotoldyouthatrubishyou'respewingoutof

yourmouth?

Mannono:I'mhelpingherhere.Garebatleatshole

serathane.

Nolo:whotoldyoushe'spregnant?

Mannono:thewayshegivesbirthiwouldn'tbe

surprisedifshe'spregnant.Thatmanismakingher

ababymakingmachineforsure.

Nolo:firstlystoptalkingrubishbeforeImakeyou.If

someonemustnotbehereitshouldbeyou.Ifihear



youtalkshitagainiwilldealwithyou.Serathaneke

banabagagobabasenangleborre.Dealwiththat

beforecomingheretojudgeKeatlaretsi.Shecan

takecareofherkidsunlikeyou.Nowgetoutofhere!

B.mom:Bonolo!Akoemenyanatlhemma.Thisisa

funeral.Don'tdothis.

Nolo:mamaKeaishurtingandMannonoistaking

advantageofthat.Sheknowsthatshewontanswer

her.That'swhyshe'sactinglikethis.

B.mom:justletherbe.

Mannonoleftfurious.Peoplegatheredastwo

casketswerebeingbroughtin.

DAYOFTHEFUNERAL

KEATLARETSI

ineverthoughtthiswouldbeme.Buryingmyfather.



Mytearscan'tstopfalling.Peoplekeepongoingto

thefronttotalkabouthim.I'mpayingattentionto

that.I'mjustaskingmyselfhiwiamgoingtogoon

withlife.

Farai:Rudolet'sgo.It'stimetosayyourlastwords

tohim.

Me:gowithoutme.

Farai:youhavetodothis.

Aunt:comeKeatlaretsi.

Igetupandfollowher.Ifeelnumb.Theygivemea

micbuteverytimeiopenmymouthnowordcomes

out.IgivethemictoFaraiandgobacktomyseat.

Itsinksinthatmyfatherisgonethemomentweget

inthecarstogotothecemetery.I'manorphan.I

havenoparents.Wegetthereandtheydo

everythingandafterthatwegobackhome.It's

busyastheyareservingpeople.Igotomyroom

andlayonmybed.



*TOBECONTINUED*

[07/06,19:05] :*STORYOFMY

LIFE:KEATLARETSI*

*CHAPTER35*

*KEATLARETSI*

Iwokeupundermyhusband'sarms.Istaredathim.

I'mgratefulforthisman.Ifitwasnotforhimidon't

thinkiwouldhavebeenabletogothroughmy

father'sdeath.Itwasveryhardbuthemade

everythingbearable.I'mblessedwithagoodone.I

tookhishandoffandheopenedhiseyes.

Mpe:whereareyougoingsoearly?

Me:bathroom.

Mpe:comebackfast.Iwanttocuddlewithyou.



Ikissedhischeekandwenttothebathroom.Idid

nybusinessthenrunwaterformyshower.Thedoor

opened.

Mpe:whydidn'tyoutellmeyouweregoingtotakea

shower?

Hetookoffhisclothesandwentin.Isighedand

joined.Wetookashowerthenwenttogetdressed.

Mpe:whyshowersoearly?

Me:don'ttellmeyouforgot?TodayLindaniis

gettinghisresults.Soiwanttobetherewhenhe

getsthem.

Hehuggedme.

Mpe:witheverythingyou'vebeengoingthroughyou

stillrememberedthisday.You'reagoodmother.I

appreciateeverythingyoudoforourfamily.

Me:iloveyou.

Mpe:iloveyouMrsKhoza.



IheldhishandandwewenttoLindani'sroom.We

knockedandheopenedforus.Helookedtired.

Mpe:didyousleep?

Heshookhishead.

Mpe:itoldyouthattheycanevensendthesmsat

5am.Wecouldhavegonetogetanewspaperfor

you.

Lindani:noit'salmost5now.I'llwaitforthesms.

Shame.Mypoorbabywaspanicking.Hewas

movingaroundthehouse.Whenhisphonebeeped

herantoit.Hesmiled.Iknewhe'ddowell.

Me:and?

Lindani:igot5As.

Mpe:that'sgood!Weareproudofyou.

Me:congratulations.

Lindani:imhappybutiwanted8As.

Me:I'mveryproudofyou.Yourhardworkpaidoff.

Mpe:yes.Andwiththoseresultsyoucangotoany



universityyouwant.

Me:youandyourdadwillgoabdfetchyour

statementabdiwillcookafeastforyou.Weare

celebratingtoday.

Hehuggedme.Isawhimwipinghistearsafterthe

hug.Hestartedcrying.Hisfatherhuggedhimand

rubbedhisback.

Lindani:thankyouforeverything.Ifitwasn'tforyou

twomaybeIwouldn'tbehere.You'rethereasoni

turnedouttobethispersonthatIam.Iloveyou.

Mpe:weloveyoutoookay?Nowgoandtakea

showerthenwe'llfetchyourstatement.

Me:youknowwhat?Ithinkiwillnotcook.Weare

goingtoeatout.Chooseanyplaceofyourchoice

andwe'llgothere.Thisisyourday.Youcanhave

anything.

Hewenttothebathroom.Mpendulohuggedme.

Mpe:thankyou.

Therewasnoneedtoexplain.Iknowwhyhewas



thankingme.AftertheyleftibathedSpheand

ThandowhileLisawastakingashower.The

nannieswerebusywiththetriplets.Theniwentto

OratileandMnqobisroom.Oratilewillstaywithus

andattendschoolhere.He'llbeingrade11.My

brotherhasgrown.Hechosetostaywithme.Nare

wantedtotakehimbuthechosetostayhere.

Me:boyswakeup.Timetobath.

Oratile:it'sstillearly.

Mnqobi:mommyjust30minutesplease.

Me:ididn'ttellyoutoplaygamesallnight.doyou

wanttostaywhileeveryoneisgoingout?

Mnqobi:wearegoingout!?

Oratile:okayweareupnow.

Theyrantotheshower.Theseboys.Iwenttothe

twins.Theysleepalonenow.Butmostofthetime

whenwewakeupwefindthemineitheroftheir

brothersroom.Orinthegirlsroom.Theychange

theserooms.

Twins:goodmorningmommy.



Me:morning.Comehere.Howareyou?

Twins:wearegood.

Mxm.Ilaughed.

Me:let'sgobath.Wearegoingout.

Twins:loveyoumommy.

Me:loveyoutoo.Nowgivememykisses.

Theykissmeandifollowthemtothebathroom.I

startedbathingthemandfinished.Weallgotready

andwaited.Iheardacarparkandtheycamein.

Lindanigavemehisstatement.

Lindani:momdon'tyouthinktheyrobbedme?I

meanlookatGeographyigot79.Then77for

Afrikaansand76forlifesciences.Icouldhave

gottenAsineverything.

Me:especiallyonthat79.Butstill.Youdid

exceptionallywell.

Mpe:we'vebookedwherehewantsustogo.At11

weareleaving.WearestillwaitingforSphamandla.

Theyhaven'tstartedhandingoutstatementsathis

school.



Hewentupstairs.Ifollowedhim.

Mpe:sthandwasaamurightngempela?Likereally

reallygood?

Me:yesimfine.

Mpe:okay.It'sjustthatyou'vebeendistant.Ican

getapsychologistforyouifyouwant.

Me:I'mfine.Yesistillmissmyfatheralotbutim

fine.Itiswhatitis.

Hebentdowntokissme.Iputmyarmsaroundhis

neck.

Mpe:canimakelovetomywife?

Ismilednodding.Wehaven'tbeenintimatesince

lastyearwhenmyfatherpassedaway.He'sbeen

sopatientwithmesincethen.Ifeltmydressfallto

thefloor.

Mpe:you'resobeautiful.

Hishandswereallovermybodycaressingmybody.

Heunclippedmybraanditfollowedthedress.He

pickedmeupandputmeonthebed.Hetookoff

hisclothesandboxer.Iswallowedhard.Hecamein



betweenmylegs.Hecontinuedtokissmethenifelt

hishandstakeoffmyunderwear.

Mpe:lookatme.

Iopenedmyeyesandlookedathim.Hiseyeswere

fullofloveandthereiknewthatheismylife.I

flinchedwhenifelthimgetin.

Mpe:I'llbegentle.

Hesaidthatstillgoingin.It'sbeenawhilesoifelt

somepain.Anditdoesn'thelpthathe'sbig.

Mpe:relaxokay?Iwillmoveslowlyuntilyouadjust.

Hestartedmovingslowlybuticouldstillfeelthe

pain.Hecontinuedwithhisthrustsuntilistarted

feelingthepleasure.Heputhisarmsunderneath

methenuppedhispace.Imadesurenottomake

noiseeventhoughjtwashard.

Mpe:youaresoperfect!

Afterafewthrustsicamehardandhefollowedsuit.

Wewentforanotherroundandthistimehewas

fast.Icouldn'tcontainmymoansanymore.



Thankfullyourroomissoundproof.Iwascallinghis

nameandsayingsomethingthatididn'teven

understand.Icamehardbuthedidn'tstop.Afteri

felthisseedscomingintome.

Mpe:imissedyousomuchmywife.

Me:imissedyoutoo.

Mpe:andI'mstillgoingtoshowyouhowmuchi

missedyou.Westillhave2hourstogo.

Me:mmh.

******

Whenwecamebackhomeiwentstraighttobed.

MpendulotookSphamandlahome.That'sMuzi's

son.Iwassleepingwithmythreebabyboyswhen

myphonerang.Theywereevenupandplayingwith

eachother.

Me:hello.

Voice:hello.Keapleasecanyoudosomethingfor



me?

ItwasRapelang

Me:okay.Howcanihelpyou?

Rapelang:pleasetellyourhusbandtoletmycousin

go.Hecalledmescaredsayingtheyaregoingto

killhim.

Shesoundedlikeshewascrying.

Me:idon'tknowanythingaboutthat.Myhusband

waslookingforhimbuthevanishedintothinair.Do

youknowwhyhewaslookingforhim?Yourcousin

triedtorapeme.

Rapelang:pleaseKeatlaretsi!Hedidn'tdoitdidhe?

Hecalledmescaredtodayandsaidtheyfoundhim!

Ifyouevercared...ihelpedyouwithaplacetostay.

Pleasedothisforme.

Wow.Ididn'tknowI'dhavetorepaythat.

Me:myhusbandisnotakiller.Butyouknowwhat?

Iftheyreallyfoundhimthenhe'sgoingtojail.What

ifhecomesbackandthistimehesucceeds?

Rapelang:buthedidn'trapeyou!PleaseI'mbegging



you.

Me:imsorry.

Icutthecall.Hiwdareshesaythat?Heshouldgo

tojailandI'mnotgoingtosparehimjustbecause

he'shercousin!

Lisa:momcanisleepwithyou?Ipromiseiwillbe

quiet.

Me:okay.

Shelookedatme.Iknewsomethingwascoming.

There'snowaythischildcankeepquiet.

Lisa:whydoes...

Me:yousaidtouwillkeepquiet.

Lisa:ijustwanttochatwithmymommy.Youhave

tochatwithme.

Me:okayLisakhanya.Whatdoyouwant?

Lisa:whenamigoingtoUniversitylikebhutiLindani?

Me:whenyou'redonewithhighschool.Ifyoustudy

hardyouwillgotouniversity.



Lisa:whenamigettingalaptop?

Me:whenyou'reinhighschool.

Lisa:iwantitnowplease.

Me:you'llgetitnextyear.Sleepandstopmaking

noise.

Shekissedmeandsmiled.

Lisa:iloveyou.

Me:iloveyoutoo.

Kids!Butthisoneistoomuch.Itwasnowatnight.

Myhusbandwasn'tcomingback.Weevenhad

dinnerandwenttosleep.Iwokeupfromsomeone

touchingme.

Mpe:gobacktosleep.

Me:whattimeisit?

Mpe:11pm

Me:wherewereyou?

Mpe:sleep.We'lltalktomorrow.

Me:didyoukillHim?



Mpe:sleep.Wewilltalktomorrow.Whoareyou

eventalkingabout?

Me:Tshireletso.Rapelangcalledcryingaskingme

tostopyoufromkillinghim.Iknowyou'renota

killer.ButIjustwantyoutotellme.

Mpe:ididn'tkillHimbutItaughthimalesson.He's

inpolicecustodynow.

Iturnedandattackedhimwithahug.

Mpe:hey.Hewon'tevertryanything.You'resafe.

Me:ijust...ifyouhadkilledhimandyougotojaili

wouldn'ttakeit.Iwouldbeleftalone.You'realli

have.Iloveyousomuch.

Mpe:you'remylife.Iwouldn'twanttoleaveyou.

Ngiyak'thanda.Iwouldn'tdosomethingthatwould

makeyouandourchildrentobeleftalone.

*NARRATED*

Muzi:ihopewewon'thavetocomebacktothis



issue.Yourwifehasbeenthroughalot.

Mpe:yeah.Andifsheweretofindoutthatialmost

killedthatbastardshe'dbeangrywithme.Imagine

ifihadkilledhim.She'dleavemeforrealthistime.

Muzi:no.Justbegladyoucamebacktoyour

senses.Nowyourwifecanlivepeacefully.

Kea:goodmorning.

Shesaidwipinghertears.Shetookabottleofwater

andleft.

Muzi:whatdidyoudo?

Mpe:doesitmeanI'mresponsibleeverytimeshe

cries?

Muzi:what'swrongwithher?

Mpe:thatbastardscousin...theonewhohelpedher

withaplacetostay.She'sbeencallingand

shoutingandblamingherforwhat'shappening.

Muzi:whatareyoudoingtosolvethis?

Mpe:itoldhertoblockhernumber.Butkuyafana.

Theymightmeetandshestartsswearingather.



Muzi:iwilltakecareofit.

Mpe:canyoubelieveshetoldhertogetoverit

becausenothinghappened?

Muzi:don'tstressaboutthis.Iwillsortitout.Goand

talktoyourwife.Youwillfindmeinthestudy.Iwant

ustodiscusssomething.

Mpe:babewhywereyoucrying?

Kea:shetoldPuleandnowhe'sangryandsaysi

mustdropthecharges.

Mpe:that'snothappening.

Kea:ican'tbelieveieventhoughtofaskingforhis

help.Ihavetogohome.

Mpe:why?Didsomethinghappen?

Kea:Pulehasmadehimselfabossinmyfather's

house.Hehasmovedin.Puleismanipulative.He

mightchangethetitledeedtohisname.Ididn't

workhardjustforhimtocomeandgeteverything.

MyfatherleftthathouseforOratile.



Mpe:whogavehimthekey?Whywouldtheylethim

moveinwhentheyknowthetypeofpersonhejs?

Kea:Idon'tknow.Myunclecalledaskingmeifitold

Puleandhiswifetomoveintomyfather'shouse.

Mpe:thisguyisstartingtobetoomuchwork.We

willgotomorrow.

Kea:youdon'thavetocomewithme.

Mpe:iamgoingwithyou.Itoldyouiwillbewithyou

ineverythingyougothrough.

Kea:thethingisidon'tknowwhowilllookafterthe

house.There'llbenoonestayingthere.And

criminalsmightbreakinandstealthings.Iwould

rentitoutbutwherewilliputeverything?

Mpe:isn'ttheresomeonethatyoutrustwhocan

staythere?

Kea:myauntshavetheirownhomesandionlytrust

myuncles.Andtheycan'tjustleavetheirhousesso

thattheycanlookaftermyfather'shouse.

Mpe:don'tyoumaybehavecousinsyoutrust?

Kea:no.Idon'ttrustanyofmycousinsfrommy



father'sside.

Mpe:don'tstressaboutthis.Wewillseewhattodo.

AtRustenburg

Thefollowingday

Whentheyarrivedtheyfoundcarsparkedoutside.

Kea:whatarethesecarsdoinghere?

Mpe:let'sgetinandfindout.

Theywentinandthereweremansittinginthe

loungetalkingloudly.Rapelangwascookinginthe

kitchen.

Mpe:gentlemen.

Pule:youdon'tknock.Youjustgetinlikeyou're

gettingintoatoilet.

Mpe:I'mnotheretofight.Icomepeacefully.

Pule:sowhatdoyouwant?

Mpe:ishouldbeaskingyouthatquestion.Andwho



arethesepeople?

Pule:that'snoneofyourbusiness.

Mpe:it'smybusinesswhenitinvolvesmywife.Who

gaveyoutherighttodoasyoupleaseinthishouse?

Pule:justbecauseyou'remarriedtothatnaive

cousinofmineitdoesn'tmeanyouhaveasayhere.

Mpe:andI'mheretotellyoutogetoutofhere.

Wheredidyougetthehousekeys?Andwhat'swith

thecaroutside?Whatisitdoingoutside?

Pule:monnatlheakeoemepele.Aowaga

Bogatsuwena?

Mpe:I'mnotgoingtoletyoudoasyoupleasehere.

Don'tyouhaveyourownhouse?Ihadtoleavemy

worktocomeherebecauseyou'restressingmy

wife.Nowiwantyoutobeoutofherebytomorrow.

Thisisnotyourhouse.Mywifedidn'tworkhardjust

foryoutocomeandtakeeverythingjustlikethat!

Shebuiltthishouseforherfather.

Pule:thisisafamilyhouseandyouhavenosay.

Mpe:can'tyouworkforyourownthings?Now



here'swhatisgoingtohappen.You'regoingtokick

thesepeopleoutandstartpackingyourthings.

You'renotwelcomehere.

Pule:iamnotgoinganywhere.

Guy:mymanyouwillfindusatthecompany.Then

wewillviewitwhenyoucome.

Mpe:umwhatcompanyareyoutalkingabout?

Guy:BMconstruction.It'sonsaleandwe're

interestedinbuying.

Mpe:who'ssellingit?

Guy:MrBogatsuhereisrepresentingMrsKhoza.So

weareinterestedinbuying.That'swhatwewere

negotiating.

Mpe:oh.IamMrKhoza.Andididn'tknowmywife

wassellinghercompany.

Pule:manmeandyouaregoingtohaveproblemsif

youinterferewithmyplans.I'mwarningyou.

Mpe:andI'mwarningyoutostopallthisrubbish.

Mywifeisnotsellinganything.Gentlemenyoumay

leave.Thisscammerdoesn'townBMconstruction



andhe'snotrepresentingmywife.She'snotselling

thecompany.

Guy:butwe...

Mpe:that'sall.Youcanleavenow.

Theygotupandtooktheirstuffandleft.

"Babeeverythinghasbeen...."

Pule:whatareyoudoinghere?

Kea:bathong!Kefogaefa.Ishouldbeaskingyou

thesamething.

Pule:there'snoonestayingheresowhycan'tistay

here?

Mpe:didyoutellhimtosellyourcompany?Those

menwhojustleftwereheretosignthedealof

buyingBMconstruction.

Pule:thismanwilltakeeverythingandleaveyou

broke.Rapulawaswaymorebetterthanhim!

Kea:yoh!WhatdoesRapulahavetodowiththis!?

WhotoldyouI'msellingmycompany?Evenifiwas

sellingwhywouldIasktsotsiyagotshwanale



wenatorepresentme?Stoptryingtocontrol

everything!Getoutofmyfather'shouse!Whogave

youthekeys?

Pule:youruncle.Yourfather'sthingsareinthe

storeroom.

Kea:you'relyingman!Youliedtohimandsaiditold

youtostayhere!You'vebeenstayingherefor

monthsandiknewnothing!

Pule:areyouturningonmebecauseofthisstupid

manofyours?

Kea:I'mnotturningonanyone.Ijustdon'twantyou

here.Leave!Youtookallthepicturesdownand

changedhoweverythingwas.Getoutlfhere!

Mpe:atruckiswaitingoutsidetomoveyourthings.

Packyourthings.

Pule:youaregoingtoregretthisKeatlaretsi!You're

notaBogatsuanymorebutyou'refightingfor

Bogatsuthings!

Kea:iwouldunderstandifitwasOratilefightingfor

thishousebutyou!?You'renotstayinghere!



Pule:wewillsee.Andstopshouting.I'mtryingto

concentratehere.

Kea:I'mnotleavingthisplaceuntilhe'sout.

Mpe:I'llbeback.

Hewentoutthehouseandleftthetwocousins

arguing.

Pule:arewegoingtoletanoutsidermakeusfight?

Kea:he'smyhusband,notanoutsider.Hasennake

rilengobemahlalelanna.

Shedidn'tseehimbutheslappedher.

Pule:iwon'tbedisrespectedbyyou.Getoutofhere!

Thisisnotyourmother'shouse.

Mpe:packeverythingintotheboxesandtakethem

out.Don'tleaveanythingthatbelongstothisdog.

Pule:areyoutalkingaboutme?

Mpe:yebomgodoyi.Iseeyourhinkyoucanwalkall

overherheadbecauseshe'sawoman.That'snot

goingtohappen.You'releavingthisplace!



Rapelang:Keatlaretsiigaveyouaplacetostay

whenhewasshowingyouflamesandnowyoudo

this?

Kea:ifiknewyouwouldholditagainstmeiwouldn't

havebotheredcomingtoyou.Youtwodidn'teven

caretoletmeknowthatyou'restayinghere.My

fatherwouldn'tallowthisifhewasalive!

Rapelang:sowheredoyouexpectustogo?

Mpe:doesn'thehaveahouse?

Kea:didyouknowhewasconnivingbehindmyback

tosellmycompany?

Rapelang:....

Kea:wow

Mpe:youruncleiscoming.He'llseewhattodowith

thissituation.

Kea:youlikeactingasifyou'reinchargeof

everything.Firstitwasyoursistersayingmy

companyisafamilycompanyandshecando

anythingshewantsnowit'syou.Ihopeyou're

happyaboutthis.I'mgoingtofireherbecausei



knowyou'reinthistogether.

Mpe:urightKhanyisile?

Kea:ihaveaheadache.

Mpe:hlalaphantsingikuthatheleamanzi.

Pule:that'swhatyou'regoodat.Runningaroundfor

her.WhydoyouthinkRapulalefther?Sheordered

himaround.

Kea:didyouseemedoingthat?Youhavealotto

sayabouthim.wereyoutwoincahootstosteal

fromme?

Pule:nxa.Stopbeingstupid.

Kea:you'rethestupidone.Didyouthinkyouwere

goingtogetawaywiththis?

HeraisedhishandbutMpendulosawhimquickly.

Mpe:notwithmywife.You'vegonetoofarnow.Get

out.

Hedraggedhimouteventhoughhewasfighting.



Mpe:waitforyourthingsthere.

*KEATLARETSI*

AfterunclearrivedhetalkedtousandalsotoldPule

nottodowhathedid.Ijusthopehe'snotgoingto

tryhistricksagain.Nowweareonlyleftwiththe

troubleoflookingforsomeonetolookafterthe

house.Myunclewillkeeponchecking.Ntate

Moletsanetoo.Eveninmycompanyihadtotell

RubbentoneverletPuleinsidethepremisesagain.

AndthattheymustkeepaneyeonMannono.

*BONOLO*

NowweareinKZN.It'sgogo'sbirthdaysowehad

togotoHervillage.Thewaytheyloveher!Theyard

isfullandit'sonlyfamily.Ididn'tbelieveitwhenI

Mzwakhetoldmethatshe'snothisfather's

mother,buthisgrandmother'syoungsister.She

raisedhisfatherandtheirsiblingsafterhersister



died.Afterthebiologicalgrandmotherpassedshe

volunteeredtotakecareofthem.That'swhythey

loveherlikethis.Shedoeshavechildrenofherown

andgrandchildren.That'swhythisyardisfull.We

havebeencookingsincemorning.Cookingfor

hundredsofpeoplehere.I'mevenstartingtofeel

dizzy.

Kea:sitdown.Wewillfinishhereorelseyouwillfall.

Me:I'vebeenstandingsincemorning.Evenmyfeet

hurt.

Kea:isthebabyalright?

Me:yeah.

Bongi:talkwhileit'sstillearlyifsomethingiswrong.

Me:no.I'mfine.

Voice:greetingsladies.

Werepliedtohimandheaskedformoretraditional

beerforthemenoutside.

Man:sowho'sthis?

Sethu:Thandiwe.



Man:Thandiwewakuphi?OhusisiwakhoKhanyisile?

Kea:yeah.

IcouldseeKeadoesn'tlikethisman.Iwonder

what'sthestory.

Ndoni:yohSizweuThandiweisMzwakhe'swife.I

hopeyougetridofthatsmile.

Sizwe:ngenzenimanjhe?

Mpumi:she'sofflimits.FirstitwasKhanyisilenow

it'sThandiwe.Hayibo.Stopwhatyou'redoing.It

won'tendwellforyou.

Sizwe:hayangihambeke.Kwakuhleukukbona

Thandiweomuhle.

Ndoni:SizweyoubetterstopbeforeIcallShaka

here.

Sizwe:bye.

Heleft.



Ndoni:makesurehe'sawayfromyou.What'she

eventhinking?You'rehissisterinlaw!

Me:calmdownNdoni.

Ndoni:no.Ihadtotellhimoff.Orhewouldn'tstop

chasingafteryou.That'showheis.

Me:I'mgoingtoliedown.Wakemeupwhenyou're

done.

IwenttomyroomandiwassurprisedwhenSizwe

waswalkingbesidesme.What'swrongwiththis

man?

Me:whyareyoufollowingme?

Sizwe:relax.Iwon'tdoanythingtoyou.Ijustwant

totalk.

Me:youbetterleaveifyouknowwhat'sgoodforyou.

Beforeicallmyhusband.

Igotintomyroomandlockedit.Icalledmy

husbandthenlayonthebed.Iunlockedwheni

heardaknock.



Mzwakhe:areyoualright?

Me:I'mfine.I'mjustfeelingdizzyandtired.

Mzwakhe:didyoueat?

Ishookmyhead.

Me:iwilleatwheneveryoneeat.Ijustwanttosleep.

ButI'mscaredofbeingalone.

32cont

Mzwakhe:scaredofwhat?

Me:SizwewasaskingmequestionsandwhenI

cameherehewasfollowingme.Idon'tknowwhy.

Mzwakhe:thatidiot!Laydown.Iwillbringyoufood

thentalktohim.

Me:iwasn'ttellingyouthissoyoucanfightthough.

Mzwakhe:Thandiwengiyalwalana?Ihavetoprotect

youfromthatlunatic.ThisisallauntZinzile'sdoing.

Shehasstartedagain.

Me:whydoesshealwaysdothis?



Mzwakhe:she'sbitter.Iwillsolvethis.Don'tworry.

Me:issomethingwrongwithhim?Hedoesn'tlook

fine.Iknowhescaredmebutmaybeyoushould

reachouttohim.Findoutwhat'sgoingon?

Mzwakhe:andyouseewhyifellinlovewithyou?

You'reakindperson.Beautifulinsideout.

Ismiled.

Mzwakhe:lalake.Whenweareabouttoeatiwill

sendsomeonetocallyou.

*TOBECONTINUED*

[07/06,19:05] :*STORYOFMY

LIFE:KEATLARETSI*

*CHAPTER36*

Keatlaretsi

Me:babelookathowtheyaretalkingasifthey



makesense.

Mpe:theyunderstandeachother.Butilovetheir

bond.Wemakebeautifulbabieshuh?

Me:mmh.Butdotheyallhavetolooklikeyou?Not

evenonelookinglikeme?

Mpe:wellthenextonewilllooklikeyou.

Me:that'sifwehaveanotherone.Ialmostdiedwith

thesethree.Andican'tbelievetheyareayearanda

fewmonthsold.

Mpe:yeah.Andtheyaregood.There'snothingto

worryabout.They'vegrowntobesostrongfor

prematurebabies.

Me:putthenannycamdown.Thesedaysyou're

alwayswatchingthem.Ievenendupthinking

there'ssomethingwrong.

Mpe:yesthere'ssomething.Butdon'tfreakout.

There'ssomeoneafterthisfamilybutdon'tworry.

Imtakingcareofit.

Me:itrustyou.Youalwaystakecareofus.

Mpe:inthatcasepleasedon'tgooutifI'mnotthere.



It'srisky.

Me:todayI'mgoingtoLisa'sdance.Soyouwillalso

come?

Mpe:thetwinshavesoccer.Thedriverandaguard

willgowithyou.

Me:okay.DoyouthinkmaybePulesentpeopleto

comeandterrorizeus?Don'tforgethe'sangrythat

weinterferedwithhisplans.

Mpe:noit'snothim.Pleasedon'tgoanywhere

withouttheguard.Idon'twanttoloseyouagain.

Me:idon'twanttoloseyoutoo.Andipromiseto

neverleaveyou.

Mpe:I'mhappytohearthat.

Ikissedhim.

Me:iloveyouMkhathini.

Hesmiled.Whydoesitmakehimhappytobecalled

byhisclanname?Idon'tknow.Hewassmiling

fromear.Iwasevengettingshy.

Me:what?



Mpe:nothing.I'mjustadmiringmybeautifulwife.

Umuhleyezwa?

Me:ngiyabonga.

Mpe:ihaveasurpriseforyou.Butyou'llgetitlater.

Me:thesedaysI'mgettingsurprised.

Mpe:gobeforeLisacomes.

Iknowhowimpatientthatgirlis.She'salready

waitinginthelounge.ThandoandSphearewithher.

Me:andthesetwo?

Sphe:wearegoingdancing.

Ilaugh.

Lisa:theyaregoingtocheerforme.

Me:yohlet'sgo.

Weallgotothecaranddrivetoherdanceclasses.I

seetheotherkidsalreadydressedandready.Even

theirparentsarehere.Lisagoeswhereshe's

supposedtodressupandtheguardfollowsher.I

holdtheothertwoastheywanttofollowher.



Thando:mommywewanttogo.

Me:she'scomingback.

Voice:hi.Isthisseattaken?

Me:no.

Guy:ahletmesithere.Howareyou?I'mJohn.

Me:I'mgoodandyou?I'mKeatlaretsi.Nicetomeet

youJohn.

John:I'mgood.Nicetomeetyoutoo.Itakeityou're

hereforyourdaughter?

Me:yeah.Shejustwenttochange.

John:okay.

ThisJohncantalk.hekeptonaskingquestions.

Lisacamebacktous.

Lisa:mommycheerformeandtakevideos.

Me:okaygo.Theywillstartbeforeyou.

Lisa:youtwo.I'mcountingonyou.

Thischildiscrazy.Reallycrazy.Sheranbacktothe

stage.



John:sothat'syourdaughter.

Me:mm.

Theguardwassittingnexttomeandhelookedat

me.

Me:whichoneisyourdaughterthere?

John:theoneinyellow.Shedoesn'tlikeitwhenI

comeherebutidoitanyway.Justtoshowhermy

support.Meandhermotherseparatedsoshe's

badmouthingmetoher.

Me:oh.Sorryaboutthat.

Thegirlsstartedcheering.Wow.Thesekidsdance

sowell.Theydoitwithpassion.Itookvideosas

madamwanted.Johntookoutchipsandwantedto

givetoThandoandSphe.

Simon:Here.

Simonisourdriver.Hegavethemchipsbeforethey

couldacceptJohn's.IsmiledatJohnand

concentratedonthedancers.Aftertheyweredone

weclappedforthem.InaswiftspeedThando

alreadyhadSpheandrunningtothestage.OhGod.



Ineverthoughtthiswouldhappen.

Simon:sit.Iwillfetchthem.

Hefollowedthem.

John:youhavebeautifulkids.

Me:thanks.

Theycamebacklaughing.

Me:babyyoudon'tgotothestageokay?

Sphe:iwanttodance.

Me:youmustjoinfirstthenyoucanbeallowed.Sit

down.

WewaitedforLisaandleftwhenshearrived.Aswe

wereleavingisawsomeonepassandmyeyes

itchedforamoment.

Simon:Keayoudon'tjusttalkwithanyone.Yourlife

isindanger.

Me:iwasjustmakingaconversation.

Simon:thatmanhadnodaughterthere.Hewasjust

lyingtogetyourattention.



Guard:takeeverythingoutofyourhandbag.Justdo

asisay.

Ididthatandhetookit.

Guard:youseethis?Hebuggeditandhe'slistening

toeverythingwe'resayingnow.

Hebrokethelittledeviceandthrewitawaywiththe

handbag.

Me:whydidyouthrowthebagthen.

Simon:maybetherearestillmore.Peopleare

dangerous.Don'tjustbefriendlytoeveryone.

Yoh.NowI'mthankfulmykidsdidnottakethose

chips.Wedrovetothemall

Simon:gotoanyshopandbuyclothesandaskto

changethereandgetridoftheonesyou'rewearing.



Ididnotaskanything.Ididashesaidthendrove

home.

Me:dumelangmama.

MmeMaggie:dumelangwanake.Othotsisentle?

Me:eyamama.Nebaleyangbashimane?

MmeMaggie:nebasiame.Ntsebatshameka.Mme

yanongbarobetsigebafetsagoja.

Me:okaymama.Okannawaikhutsakamoso.

Maybeoyegaeforbeke.Osatshwenyega.Otla

fitlhelammerekowagooleteng.

MmeMaggie:gosiamege.

Me:youdoalotforus.Wewouldn'tsurviveallthese

kidswithoutyou.

Shesmiled.

Me:thedriverwilldriveyoutomorrow.

Wearegoinghometomorrowsoit'sonlyfairthat



shegieshomeandbewithherfamily.I'llalwaysbe

gratefulforher.Frommyfirstkidsuntilnowshe's

beenhereabdtherehaven'tbeenanyproblems.

Andiwillkeepheruntilshefeelsthatshe'sready

forretirement.

.......

ThefollowingdayeveryoneleftforDurban.Idon't

knowwhyweweregoingbutmyhusbandjustsaid

everyonehastobethere.Butiknowmostofthe

timeifweareallgoingthenitmeanssomething

seriousmustbegoingon.Wearrivedandtherewas

chaoswhenwegotthere.Shakawasreadytokill

hismother.Idon'tevenknowwhattocallhercosit

turnedoutthatsheisn'thismother.Ievenwentto

ourhousebecauseicouldn'tdealwithallthenoise

thatwasgoingonthere.Andevenifistayediknow

iwouldbenursingmyfeelingsrightnow.Aunty

Zinzileisalsothereatthehouse.Soidecidedto

comeherewiththetripletsandjustspendmytime



alone.Ievenorderedapizzaandwatchedtv.But

thatdidnotlastlong.Thedooropenedandmy

husbandbuggedin.Helookedangry.Hetookthe

remoteandswitchedoffthetvandstoodinfrontof

me.

Mpe:whydidyoucomeherewithouttellingme?

Me:ididn'tknowihadtoreportfirstbeforecoming

here.

Mpe:don'tgivemethat!Itoldyouthere'ssomeone

outbayingforusbutyouleavingwithouttheguard.

Andwhenmyparentsaskwheremywifeisandi

don'tknowwheresheis?Howdoyouthinkthey'll

seemelike?

Me:I'msorry.

Mpe:how'syoursorrygoingtohelp?Sometimes

youdon'tthink!Whatifthosepeopleknewyouare

hereandcameforyou?Canyoujustforoncestop

doingsomethingwithoutthinking?

Me:sonowidothingswithoutthinking?

Mpe:whatdoyouwantmetothinkwhenyoujustup



andcomeherewithoutlettingmeknow?

Me:ohI'msorryicamewithoutasking.Youdon't

knowwhatigothroughathome.Yourauntis

alwaysonmycasetellingmehowI'mnotgoodfor

you.She'sevenrecruitedyourotherauntstobe

againstme.Soyouwantmetostaythereandtake

allherinsults?Ihavefeelings.Ifeelhurt.

Mpe:yoursisteristherenje.Whydidn'tyoujustgo

andstaywithherandleavethem?

Me:whathappenswhenshe'snotthere?Ihaveto

standformyself!

Me:thenwhydidn'tyoucallmeandtellme?You

shouldhavewaiteduntiligotback.

Me:ohishouldhavewaitedandtookalltheir

commentsaboutmeandhowbadiamforyou?Let

themcomparemetothewifethattheywantedyou

tohave?Icouldn'tjuststaythereandletthemhave

funinsultingmeandlaughingatmewhilebody

shamingme.InfactI'mnotgoingback.I'llstayhere.

Hereidon'thavetolistentopeopletellingmehow

fatiam.Ihadenoughofthatwheniwasyoung.So



justletmebe.Youcangoback.Iwillstayhereuntil

it'safternoon.Youcancalltheguardhere.

Mpe:andwhydidn'tyoutellmeallofthat?

Me:ican'ttellyoueverythingthatyourauntdoes

becauseiknowyouwillfightandshe'llblameme.

ThenI'llbethewrongoneandseem likeI'mtrying

tosetyouapart.

Mpe:lockup.I'lltakethekidstothecar.

Hetookthekidstothecar.Itookacontainerand

puttheremainingpizzathendisposedtheboxand

left.

Me:howdidyouknowI'mhere?

Mpe:iusedtheapp.

Ikeptquietuntilwegothome.Wegotinsidethe

houseandwepassedtoourroom.

Me:I'mtakinganap.

Mpe:duringtheday?

Me:ihavenothingtodo.

Mpe:youcanhelpwithcookingorgoandsitwith



yoursisters.

Me:idon'tfeellikegoingoutside.

Mpe:Khanyisileiwonthaveyoustayinghereall

depressedjustbecauseofsomestupidwoman.

Come.I'mnotgoingtoletZindileruinyourweek.

Youwillenjoyyourselfjustlikeyoualwaysdowhen

wecomehere.Shehasherhousewhereshecando

hernonsense.Nothere.

Me:okay.

Heopenedhisarms.Iwentandhuggedhim.

Mpe:iloveyousomuchandit'smydutytomake

makesurethatyou'realwayssafe.Evenfrommy

family.ImgoingtotakecareofthisZinzilething.

Youwon'tisolateyourselfinyourhome.Thisis

yourhomeandZinzilehasherhousesoshewont

actlikethewomanofthishouse.

Me:iloveyoutoo.Alot.

Mpe:iknow.Everydayyoushowmehowmuchyou

loveme.You'reawonderfulpersonandpeopletry

totakeadvantageofthat.Andthatwifetheyfound



forme,shecangohangherself.Ihaveonlyone

personworthyofbeingmywifeandshe'sstanding

infrontofme.

Hebenthisheadandwekissed.Hedeepenedthe

kissandimoanedthenwestopped.

Mpe:let'sgo.

Me:wherearethekids?Ihaven'tseenthemsince

morning.

Mpe:youwillseethemlater.Theywenttothevillage

withBonganitofetchgogo.

Me:allofthem?

Mpe:no.Justthetwins.ThandoandSpheyouknow

howtheyare.Theyareplayingsomewherearound

thisyard.LisaandMnqobiarewiththeneighbors

kids.

Me:iwonderhowLindaniissettlingininadifferent

place.

Mpe:stopworryingaboutanoldman.He'llbefine.

You'llseehimtomorrow.



Me:wonthemissclasses?

Mpe:no.Thisweekisjustfororientation.Sohe'llbe

fine.

Me:okay.

Mpe:babeareyoupregnant?

Me:pleasedon'tstart.Idon'twantanymorekids.

Mpe:butwhatwouldyoudoifyouwerepregnant?

Me:let'snottalkaboutthat.I'mnotpregnant.I'mon

contraceptivesyouknowthat.

Mpe:butitdidn'tworkwithThando.

Me:babeiswearifI'mpregnantiwillnottalktoyou

forntyewholeyear.Praythatit'snottrue.Whydo

youwantsomanychildren?

Mpe:whynot?Mygrandmotherhad12.

Me:andyouhaveten!

Mpe:iwouldlikeustotryforthelasttimeyouknow?

Pleasestopusingthecontraceptive?Please.

Me:you'restressingmenow.Letsjustgo.



Mpe:butwearegojngtohavethatbaby.

Me:I'mnotsayinganything.

Mpe:andpleasedon'tpickheavythings.We

wouldn'twantourbabyhurtwouldwe?

Me:doyouknowsomethingidon't?

Mpe:thisbabyI'mgoingtospoilit.Don'tworry.I'll

beherethewholeway.Wegotthis.

Me:you'regettingmeworried.Idon'twanttobe

pregnant.

Ilefthimonthestairs.Iwentoutsidetocheck

wheretheotherswere.Godwhyme?AuntZinzile

wasthere.Ican'tstandthiswoman.Idon'twantto

lie.ItookaseatthatwasnexttoPhumla.

Zinzile:there'ssomeonesittingthere.

Me:ohididn'tknow.

Ma:comeandsithere.

Zinzile:that'sYibanathi'sseat.



Ma:takeyourYibanathiandleavewithher.What's

shedoinghere?Wheredoyouwantmydaughterin

Lawtosit?SitdownKhanyisile.

IflookscankillI'dbedeadnow.

Mpe:Zinzilewhogaveyoutherighttoinsultmywife?

Zinzile:didshesayididthat?

Mpe:andwhatdoesherbodyhavetodowithyou?

Whyareyoubodyshamingherandinsultingher?I'll

saythisforthelasttime.Ifyoudon'twanttobe

herecontinuedoingwhatyou'redoing.Iwon'thave

mywifefeelbadforcomingtoherhome.Nowyou

betteratchwhatyousaytoherbecauseyouwillget

onmywrongside.Youhaveyourownhouse.Why

don'tyoubebosytheretoyourchildren?Andtake

thisstupidYibanathiofyoursoutofthisyard.I

alreadyhaveawifethatilove.Ithoughtthiswas

supposedtobefamilyonly!What'sshedoinghere?

IbetterfindhergonewhenIcomeback.Nxa!

Afterthatheleft.IcouldfeelZinzile'seyesonme.I

lookedatherandshewasangry.

Zinzile:Yibanathilet'sgo.Wenayouarenotsuitable



forthisfamily.Allyouknowisgivingbirthtoalotof

children.That'sallyou'lleverbegoodat.You'll

neverbegoodenoughforMpendulo.That'swhy

he'llalwayscheatonyou.Idon'tevenknowwhat

you'redoingwithamanoldenoughtobeyour

father!Ifiwereyouiwouldbeashamedofmyself.

Ma:Zinzileleave.Takeyourthingsandnevercome

back.Ican'tbelieveistoodupforyouwhenyour

brothersaidyoumustneversetfoothereuntilyou

learnsomemanners.Nowleavemyyard.

I'veseenmasoangry.Shewasbeyondangry.Aunt

Zinzilewenttothehousethencamebackwithher

luggage.ShetookYibanathiandtheyleft.Idon't

hateherbutshehatesme.Idon'tknowwhatI've

donetoher.

Nolo:Kea.

Me:mmh.Youarecrying.What'swrong?

Nolo:mybabies.Ihavecramps.

Me:okay.Relax.We'lltakeyoutothehospital.



Ma:goandcallMzwakhe.Wemusttakehertothe

hospital.

Me:I'mhere.Everythingwillbefine.

Ma:let'sgotothecar.

Igotupandhelpedhertowalk.Shewascryingand

shaking.Mzwakhewasalreadystartingthecar.He

openedandwegotin.Shewasscreamingallthe

waytothehospital.Neantlhomolapelo.It

remindedmeofthepainiwentthroughwiththe

triplets.Idon'twanttogothroughthatagain.Thank

GodI'monafiveyearscontraceptiveoriwouldbe

pregnantwiththewaymyhusbandwantsanother

child.Thenursescametofetchherandwenttothe

wardwithher.Wecouldhearherscreamingatthe

nurses.Isawthenursegetoutofherward.She

waspassingwithoutsayinganything.

Me:nursepleasetellussomething.

Nurse:it'snottimeyet.Andthedoctorwillcome

checkher.



Me:where'sthedoctor?

Nurse:don'taskmethat.Thedoctorwontstop

everythingandattendtoyoursister.Justbepatient.

Me:youdon'thavetobethisrude.Ijustwantedto

know!

Nurse:relaxlikeeveryoneelseandstopbeingstupid.

Sheleftaftersayingthat.Wasitnecessary?Iwent

tothewardandBonolowasmovingaroundthe

ward.

Nolo:Keapleasetellthemtotakethesebabiesout.

I'minlain.

Me:everythingwillbefine.

Nolo:idon'twantanymorekids.I'mdyinghere.

Mzwakhe:babecalmdown.

Didhejustsaythat?Doesheevenknowthepain

she'sgoingthrough?Ilookedathim.

Mzwakhe:okaysorry.Tellhertoliedownonthebed.

Maybeshe'llbefine.

Nolo:getout!Don'tcomebackherewithoutthe



doctor!

Heranoutofthewardandwewerenowalone.

Me:lieonthebed.

Nolo:ifidiepleasetakecareofmykids.Please.I

knowyou'llbeagoodmothertothem.

Me:don'ttalklikethat.You'regoingtobefine.

You'vedonethisbefore.Youcandoitagain.You

willsee.Thedoctor'scoming.

Nolo:pleasestay.Iwantyoutoholdmyhand.

Please.

Me:I'mnotgoinganywhere.

Dr:she'sclose.

Me:I'mcomingokay?I'llbehereallthewaywithyou.

Iwentouttothewaitingroom.

Me:umdidyoubringthebabybag?

Mzwakhe:no.Shegavebirthalready!?

Me:no.Butthedoctorsaidshe'salmostready.

Pleasefetchit.



Henoddedandleft.Ididn'tknowMzwakheisthis

scared.Icouldlaughathim.

Ma:howisshe?

Me:she'sinpain.Butshe'llbefine.I'mgoingbackin.

Dr:she'sreadynow.Ma'ampleasestepout.

Me:shewantsmehere.I'llstay.

Dr:areyousure..

Me:yes.

Thescreamingthatshewasdoing.Ievenshed

sometears.Afterawhilethefirstbabycameand

weheardalittlecry.Thenthesecondonecame.

Theydideverythingandthedrsmiled.Thenurse

wenttobaththebabiesthenbroughtthemback.

Thedoctorwentout.Mytearscouldn'tstopfalling.

Me:you'refine.Yousee?

Nolo:wherearemybabies?

Me:theyarehere.Theyarefineandhealthytoo.

Beautifulgirls.



"Congratulationsmommy."

Ilookedatthedoorandthefamilywashere.igave1

babytoBonoloandtheothertoMzwakhe.He

couldn'tstopsmiling.

Mzwakhe:babelookattheirlittlehands.

Nolo:theyarebeautiful.Thankyouforbeinghere

Kea.

Me:it'snothing.I'mjusthappythatyou'reallfine.

Dr:whataretheirnames?

Mzwakhe:dadwillnamethem.Ihavetoaskhim.

Dr:okay.I'llcomebacklater.

AfterthefamilyleftNolotookanap.Whenshe

wokeupshecalledme.

Nolo:hey.

Me:ohyou'reup.Howareyoufeelingnow?

Nolo:I'mfine.Justalittlepain.

Me:okay.Yourhusbandwenttobuyyoufood.



Nolo:oshap?

Me:ishouldbeaskingyouthat.

Nolo:mosadioleomborilethata.Ifiwasnotinpain

iwouldhaveshownherflames.

Me:let'snottalkabouther.Weshouldjustbehappy

thatthebabiesarehere.Motherofthree.

Nolo:I'mnothavingkidsagain.

Me:youscaredme.Thewayyouweresayingyou're

goingtodie.

Nolo:ifeltlikeit.Thatpain!I'mgoodwiththree.How

didyoudomanage?

Me:whatcouldihavedone?

Nolo:you'restrong.

Me:icalleddad.Theywantedtocomebutthey

currentlynotathome.Butassoonastheyareback

theywillvisit.

Nolo:okay.Didthedoctorsaywhenhe'lldischarge

me?

Me:no.ButI'msurehe'lltellyou.



Mzwakhe:ibroughtfood.

Mpe:baveyou'vebeenhereallday.Let'sleavenow.

Me:okay.Orobalesebtleokay?

Itookmyphoneandweleft.

Mpe:aren'tyoutired?

Me:iam.

Mpe:theyhavebeautifulbabiesne?

Me:yeah.

Mpe:aren'tyouhappy?

Me:iknowwherethisisgoing.We'llvisitthebabies

topicin5years.

Mpe:I'llbeamadalathen.

Me:babeyou'returning60thisyearbutifitooka60

yearsoldmanandputhimheretheywouldsay

you'reyonger.

Mpe:isthatacomplimentmywife?

Me:somethinglikethat.I'veneverseenasexy

handsome60yearsoldlikeyou.



Ilookedathimandthesmileonhisfacecouldn'tbe

missed.Heheldmyhandandkissedit.

Mpe:ican'tbelieveimthisold.Other60yearsolds

aregreatgrandfathersnow.

Me:yourturnwillcome.

Mpe:you'regoingtobeagoodgrandma.

Ilaughed.I'mtooyoungtobeagrandmother

bathong.

Whenwegothomeitookashowerandthendid

whatI'vebeendreadingtodo.EversinceMpendulo

startedhispregnancytalkistartedbeingnervous.

Soiboughtahpt.Iwaitedafewminutesforthetest.

"What'sgoingon?"

Me:umwhatareyoudoinghere?

Mpe:thisisourroom.Whyareyoumovingaround?

Me:it'snothing.



Ilookedatthetimeandstaredatthestick.Idon't

believethis!

Mpe:uright?

Hecametostandbehindmeandtookthestick.

Mpe:we'llbefine.

Me:we'llbefine?Doyouthinkiamgoingtobefine?

ThrtripletsarenoteventwoandalreadyI'm

pregnant?I'monacontraceptiveforGod'ssake!

Howdidthishappen?HowdidyouknowI'm

pregnant?

Mpe:thatdoesn'tmatter.Whatmattersisthisbaby.

Me:I'mgoingtobealaughingstock.Somany

children.

Iwipedatear.

Me:nowonderauntZinzilesaidI'mfatandgiving

birthisallI'lleverbegoodat.

OhGod!Idon'tknowwhatI'mgoingtodo.Idon't

thinkiwillevengetoutofthisroom.Ifeellike

everyoneknowsandiwastheonlyoneinthedark.



Mpe:let'sgo.It'sdinnertime.

Me:ifeellikeeveryoneknows.

Mpe:theydon'tknow.Eveniftheydidthere's

nothingwrongwiththat.

Me:pleasedon'ttellanyone.Istillhavetodecide

whatI'mgoingtodo.

Mpe:yinileyo?Whatdecisionareyoutalkingabout?

Me:howI'mgoingtodothis.OhGodtheyaregoing

tojudgeme.RememberhowSethujudgedme

wheniwaspregnantwiththetriplets?

Mpe:noonewilljudgeyou.

Me:idon'tthinkI'llstayinPretoria.Manypeople

knowmethere.

Mpe:youwanttorunawayagain?Isthatit?

Me:no.iwasthinkingicanstayhere.Atourplace.

Nooneknowsmehere.

Mpe:I'mnotgoingtospend9monthswithoutyou

again.Let'sgo.Gogowaslookingforyou.



Icouldseethatiwontwin.Iputonadoekandwe

wenttojoineveryone.

*TOBECONTINUED*

[07/06,19:05] :*STORYOFMY

LIFE:KEATLARETSI*

*CHAPTER37*

Gogo:hellomychild.IdidnotseeyouwhenIarrived.

Me:dumelakoko.Iwasatthehospital.

Gogo:okaykulungileke.Wamuhlenganeyami.

Me:ngiyabongagogo.

Gogo:ikuphathenjaniingane?

Me:angzwangagogo?

Gogo:awungishoingane.

Everyonelookedatme.Looksliketheyknow.



Me:kahlegogo.

Ma:sitdowndear.Lettheothersbringthefoodhere.

Youmustnotpickheavythings.

Ismiledandsatdown.Thankgotitwasnot

everyonearoundthetable.Theotherwiveswentto

fetchthefood.

Ma:howfarareyou?

Me:idon'tknow.Ihaven'tbeentothedoctor.

Ma:tomorrowwewillgotogether.

Mpe:mamaI'mtakinghermyself.

Ma:I'malsogoingwithyou.

Baba:youcanallgotogether.Wecan'twaittomeet

ourgrandchild.I'mhappythatallmychildrenare

hereunderthesameroofandallhappy.

Theycamewiththefoodthenwestartedeating.

Everyonewashàppyandchatting.Afterwefinished

eatingitookthekidsandwenttogivethemabath.I

startedwiththetripletsandthenputthemintheir



cots.ThenwenttobathSphe,NattyandThando.

Me:Sphewhatisthis?

Sphe:it'smyfeet.

Me:iknowthat.Whyisitdirty?

Natty:wewereplayingoutside.

Thando:mommyNattysaidwemusttakeourshoes

off.

Me:allofyoumustnevertakeyourshoesoffwhen

you'reoutsideokay?

Sphe:yesmommy.Youwillgiveussweets?

Me:tomorrow.

Natty:okay.Butiwanticecream.

Me:anythingyouwant.Aslongasyouwearyour

shoes.

Theystartedplayingwiththewater.Iknowonce

theystarttheywon'tstop.Itookthemoutandgot

themreadyforbed.Afteritookthemtobed.Ithen

wenttoourbedroom.



Mpe:letmegiveyouamassage.

Me:okay.Whileatthatcanyoutellmehowgogo,

mamaandbabaknowaboutthepregnancy?

Mpe:momsuspectedandtoldmethenitoldgogo.

Me:thenwhydidshesayit'saboy?

mpe:itoldherI'dlikethebabytobeagirlbutshe

wantsittobeaboy.

Me:ifeellikeI'mnotdestinedtowork.EverytimeI

gobacktoworkifallpregnant.

Mpe:youhavepeoplewhoworkforyou.I'vealso

retired.I'malwaysaroundyou.Sothat'sbetter.

Me:okay.Goodnight.

Mpe:goodnightsthandwasami.

Theweekwentbyveryfast.Nowwewerebackin

Pretoria.Beingbackwasgood.Ilovedthaticould

beinmyownhousewithoutthinkingthatsomeone

willjudgeme.Ididn'tquitatworkbutiwasgoingto.

OnlyafterI'dfinishedwithmycontractsthatiwas



responsiblefor.ThisotherdaywhenIwasworking

Johnshowedup.Iwasscaredbutididn'twantto

showit.Iremainedcalm.

Me:hi.

John:hello.Ididn'tknowyouworkhere.

Me:quitplayingJohn.Whatareyoudoinghere?

John:okay.Yougotme.I'mhereforyou.

Me:why?Soyoucanabductmeorsomething?

John:Iknowyourguardssawthatbugiputonyou.

WhichiswhyI'mheretoexplain.

Itookmyphoneanddialedtheguard'snumber.He

snatcheditandswitcheditoff.

John:I'mnotheretohurtyou.You'retoopreciousto

metodothat.

Me:precious?Pleaseleavebeforemyhusbandgets

here.He'sonhisway.

John:ohyou'remarried.Anywaythatdoesn'tmatter.

Aboutthatthatbug.PuleBogatsusentme.He



wantedmetofollowyouaroundandget

informationhecanuseagainstyou.

John:butwhenIsawyouichangedmymindafteri

startedtalkingwithyouandihadalreadyputthe

bugonyou.

Me:okaynowgoandtellPulethathecancomeand

askforthatinformationhimself.I'llbewaitingfor

him.

"Khanyisileyoucalled."

Me:yeah.Pleasegethimout.Don'tcomebackhere

againJohn.YoucagoandtellPuletostop

whateverplanhehas.

Theguardtoldhimtoleave.Iknowhewaslying.He

wasn'tsentbyPule.He'suptosomething.He

wantstodestructmewiththePulething.Sothat

whenIletmyguarddownhestrikes.Ipackmy

thingsandgohome.

Me:heybabe.Howwasyourday?



Mpe:soso.Howwasyours?

Me:itstartedverywell.ThenJohncametomy

office.

Mpe:John?

Me:yes.ThemanfromLisa'sdance.

Mpe:ohyeah.

Me:hesaidPulesenthim.Buticouldseehe'slying.

He'suptosomething.

Mpe:Tshireletsowasreleased.Theysaidthere's

notenoughevidence.

Me:iknewthatwouldhappen.That'showitiswith

SAjusticesystem.Theywanttoseeadeadbody

beforetheytakeaction.

Mpe:let'sgotothepolicestationandmakea

restrainingorder.

Thinkingaboutthatbastardbeingoutwasgetting

tome.Whatifthistimehereallyrapessomeone?



NDONI

EversincewecamebackI'vebeenisolatingmyself.

Idon'twanttoseepeoplewhoaregoingtojustfeel

sorryforme.Whatthatwomandidtomewill

alwaysbeinmymind.Iwillneverforgetit.She

changedmylifeforever.Idon'tknowwhattodo.I

feellikeI'muselessandit'sallbecauseofher.She

playedGodwithmylife.Shakadideverythingand

threatenedherbutitdidn'twork.Shesaidshe

doesn'tknowwherethesangomaputthatcloth

withmyblood.Whatifmybloodisworkingfor

someonenow?I'veneverhatedapersonlikeibate

her.

Shaka:hellobabe.Howwasyourday?

Me:fine.

Shaka:you'renotupevennow?You'vebeen

sleepingallday?

Me:pleaseleave.Iwanttobealone.

Shaka:youwillloseyourjobifyoucontinuelikethis.



Me:isn'tthatwhatyouwant?Angithiyoudon'twant

metowork.

Shaka:that'snottrue.Anywayarethekidsback?

Didyouhaveanythingtoeat?

Me:I'mnothungry.Thekidsareinthetvroom.

Shaka:didtheyeat?

Me:Yoh!Icookedforyourkids!Nowcanyoustop

makingnoise?I'mtryingtothinkhere.

Shaka:mykids....Ndoniwhere'sthatcomingfrom

now?

Me:yes.Iwillneverbethesame.Andit'sthat

woman'sfault.Idon'tknowwhatiwasthinking

stayinginthatyardbecausesincethefirsttimei

setfootthereicouldseethatshe'sevil.

Shaka:ngiyaxolisa.IknowI'malsotoblameforthis.

I'vecausedyoupain.Icheatedandevenbrohght

thekidshere.Idon'tknowhowyoumustbefeeling.

Me:ofcourse.That'swhyyouwentoutthereand

paidanotherwomantosleepwithyou.Idon'tblame

you.Youwantedkidsandicouldn'tgiveyou.That's



fate.Youcan'tchangeit.I'veacceptedit.

Shaka:sthandwasamiungakhulumikanjalo.

Me:whatelsecanisay?It'strue.I'mcursed.

Shaka:iwon'trestuntilwefindasolution..

Ididn'tanswerhim.Iturnedtotheotherside.Ifelt

theblanketbeingtakenoff.

Shaka:you'reburningup.Letmefixacoldshower

foryou.

Me:I'vealreadyshowered.

Shaka:iwantyoutocooldown.Didyourealizehow

hotyou're?Thecoldshowerwillhelpyou.

Hewenttotheshowerthencamebackandcarried

metothebathroom.Heopentheshowertapthen

leftme.Afterifinishedigotdressedinadressand

flops.Iwentdownstairsandhewaswarmingupthe

food.Isatonthehighchairbythecounterandjust

lookedathim.Hecametostandinfrontofmeand

heldmywaist.



Shaka:iloveyouNdoniyami.

Me:iloveyoumore.

Hekissedmeandwentbacktothefood.Hetookit

outandgavememine.

Me:thanks.

Shaka:we'renotgettingoutofhereuntilyoufinish

thatfood.Youlostweight.

Me:isitbad?

Shaka:yes.Butyoustilllooksobeautiful.Andthat

smileisstillthere.

Ismiled.

Shaka:youaregoingtobefineokay?Ifyouneedme

I'llbeinthestudy.

Me:okay.Don'tforgettomorrow'smyfriend's

wedding.

Shaka:friend?Youdidn'ttellmeaboutthat.

Me:ithoughtidid.

Shaka:andididn'tevenknowyouhavefriends



outsidethefamily.

Me:shewasmyonlyfriendsincehighschoolbut

shemovedtooverseasbutweneverlostcontact.

Nowshe'sgettingmarriedinjoburg.ButI'll

understandifyoucan'tmakeit.

Shaka:no.We'llgotogether.

Thefollowingdayigotreadyforthewedding.After

iwasdoneiwenttotheboysroomandtheirfather

washelpingthemgetdressed.

Nkazimulo:mamawherearewegoing?

Me:toawedding.

Nkanyezi:youanddaddyaregettingmarried?

Me:meanddaddyarealreadymarried.Weare

goingtomyfriend'swedding.

Nkanyezi:ohiwantedtobeaflowerboy.

Shaka:youwillbeaflowerboywhenyouraunty

getsmarried.

Nkanyezi:okay.Ican'twaittoeatcakeatthe



wedding.

Me:behavewhenwegetthereokay?Don'tbeall

overtheplace.Wedon'twantyoutogetlost.

Nkazimulo:idon'twanttogetlostbecauseiwont

seeyouagain.

Me:mmh.Iloveyouall.

Nkanyezi:weloveyoutoo.

AftertheyweredonewelefttoJoburg.Thevenue

wassobeautiful.Eventhepeoplethere.

Me:it'sbeautifulneh?

Shaka:mmh.

Hedidn'tshowanyinterest.Icouldseehejust

camebecauseiwantedtocome.Wewereshownto

ourseats.

Lady:otherkidsaresittingthere.Yourboyscango

andsitthere.

Shaka:they'llbefinehere.

Theladynoddedandleft.Theweddingstartedand

itwasabeautifulceremony.Myfriendlookedso



beautifulinherdress.Eventheirvowswere

beautiful.

Shaka:whenisthisweddingending?Wecouldbeat

homespendingourtimedoingsomething

productive.

Me:ipromisewewillleaveafteritalk

tothebride.

Shaka:wearenoteatinghere.Thekidswilleatthe

cakethatisathome.Wecanaffordit.

Me:canyoupleasekeepquiet?Peoplearestaringat

us.

Theweddingproceededandaftertheyweredone

thebridethankedpeopleforcomingtheniwentto

greether.

Me:it'sbeenawhile.Congratulations.

Anele:thankyou.Andthanksforcoming.I

appreciateit.AndI'msorryicouldn'tmakeittoyour

wedding.

Me:iunderstand.Itwasabeautifulweddingand

youlookingsobeautiful.



Anele:thankyou.

Me:ijustcametosaybye.Weareleavingnow.

Anele:can'tyoustayandeatplease?

Me:mymotherinlawjustcalledtosayshe'sjust

landedsowehavetogo.

Anele:thankyouforcoming.

Thegroomcametowherewewere.Iknewhim

fromschool.

Zuko:heywhereareyourunningto?Ohisthatthe

idiotwhoboughtSihleschildren?

Ilookedatthisguyconfused..

Zuko:itwasniceseeingyouanyways.Tellthatguy

wewantoursister'schildrenbackorhellwillbreak

loose.

Ididn'tanswerhim.IwenttoShakaabdweleft.

Whenwegothoneiwentupstairstochange.Iwent

downstairstowarmthefood.

Shaka:uright?



Me:doyouknowthegroom?

Shaka:noidon'tknowthosepeople.

Me:oh.Hesaidhewantshissister'schildrenthat

youbought.Ifiknewshe'srelatedtothemi

wouldn'thavebotheredgoingthere.Iwasso

embarrassed.

Shaka:hemustjustgotohell.There'snochildthat

hewillgethere.Ihavefullcustodyofthetwins.

There'snoproofthatipaidher.

Me:nowI'minvolved.

Shaka:ididn'tbuythesekids.Iwoncustodyofthem.

Wheredidthatfriendofyoursgetyournumber?

Afteralmost20yearssheresurfacesandwantsto

beyourfriendagain?Youmuststayawayfromher.

Me:youdon'thavetoaskme.Icouldseebytheway

shewantedmetostayandeatthatsomethingwas

off.Shewantedtokeepmeuntilherhusbandgot

there.

Shaka:ifshecallsagainyoumustgivemeyour

phone.Iwilltellheroff.Sheclearlydoesn'tknow



me.Actuallygivemehernumber.

Me:why?

Shaka:iwanthertogivemeherhusband'snumber.

Iwanttosolvethisonceandforall.

Me:I'mnotgoingtoinvolvemyselfinthis.Youwill

handleitasyousaid.

Keatlaretsi

ThisthingwithTshireletsowasreallygettingtome.

Ithinkiwasevenstartingtolosemymind.Every

timeiwouldalwaysbejumpy.

Mpe:areyoufine?

Me:I'mfine.Justtired.

Mpe:doyoustillthinkyouseeTshireletso?

Me:I'mnotcrazyman.Isawhim.Doyouthinki

wouldmakethatup?Doilookcrazytoyou?

Mpe:no.I'msorry.Thandiweishere?



Me:oh?Youbroughtherheresothatshecan

convincemethatI'mcrazyandneedhelp?I'mnot

goingtoanypsychiatrichospital.

Bonolo:Keayouneedhelp.Wedontwantyouto

losethisbaby.Don'tforgetthatyoualmostfellon

thestairsjusttheotherday.Youseethingsthatare

notthere.

Me:I'm4monthspregnantforGod'ssake.I'mnot

goingtocrazypeoplehospital!

Bonolo:ithinkyou'vebeenthroughalot.Youneed

totalktoapsychologistandgethelp.An

ambulanceisoutsidewaitingforyou.

Me:didyouevenhavetocallanambulance?Bonolo

ithoughtmeandyouweretight.Ithoughtyoucould

doanythingforme.It'salwaysbeenyouandme.

Butnowyou'relettingotherpeoplegetbetweenus.

Ihopeyouwillbeabletoliveknowingthatyou

brokeourbond.IswearBonoloifigooutthatdoor

youwillneverseeme.Allofyou.

Mpe:don'ttalklikethat.Wearedoingthisforyou.

Youwalkaroundwithaknife!Whatifonedayyou



hurtthekids?Doyouthinkitmakesmehappyto

seeyoulikethis!?Youwillthankmeoneday.

Me:ihopeyouwillbeabletolivewithyourselves..If

Tshireletsocomesformejustknowthatit'sy'all

fault.Iwillneverforgetthis.You'rejustgoingtolet

megoandbetreatedlikeI'mcrazy?

Mpe:thisisforthebest.Wewantyoutobefine.

Eventhechildrenfearyoubecauseofwhatis

happening.

Me:it'sfine.Ihearyou.

Mpendulocametohugme.Ididn'treturnthehug.I

washurt.HowcantheybelievethatI'mcrazy?Doi

lookcrazytothem?Dad.WhereareyouwhenI

needyou?Whydidyouleavemeinthisworldalone?

Mpe:let'sgo.

Me:iwanttotalktomybrotherfirst.

Mpe:you'llmakethishard.Doyouwanthimtocry?

Me:please.Ihavetotalktohim.Justdothisone

thingforme.



Mpe:okay.Let'sgo.

Wewenttohisroom..Therehewaswritinghis

homework.

Me:Oratile.

Helookedatmeandputhispendown.

Me:icametosaybyetoyou.

Ora:isittrueyou'regoingtocrazypeoplehospital

becauseyou'recrazy?

ItmusthavebeenMnqobiwhotoldhimthat.

Becauseheoverheardmeandhisdadtalkingonce.

Me:no.Butimgoingsomewhereforawhile.Iwill

comebackforyou.Youknowiwillneverleaveyou

right?

Ora:yes.

Me:iloveyou.Takecareofyourself.

Ora:iloveyoutoo.I'mgoingtomissyou.

Hewasevencrying.Ibrushedhisbackuntilhe



calmeddown.Iwentoutandilookedbackatthe

house.Iwasgoingtomissmychildren.Goingaday

withoutseeingthemwasbad.Ithoughtabouthiw

thetripletsweregoingtocope.IlookedatBonolo

andMpendulo.Theyhadthispityontheirfaces.l

Mpe:wewillalwaysvisityouuntilyou'refitenough

tocomehome.

Me:sonowI'munfit?

Mxm.Hewantedtosaysomethingbutigotintothe

carandkeptquiet.Imeventreatedlikeasick

person.Iwatchedasthecardisappearedandi

couldn'tseeaplaceioncecalledahomeanymore.

Idon'tknowhowifellasleepbutiwassurprised

wheniwokeupinabed.Ilookedaroundandthere

wasnowindow.Insidewasabedandatableanda

cupboardforclothes.Igotupandwenttocheck.

Myclotheswerealreadyputthere.

Voice:it'stimefordinnernow.Theywilltellyouhow

everythingworksaroundhere.Followme.



Iputonmybighoodieandfollowedher.She

introducedmetoallthepeoplethere.Mostofthem

youcouldseethattheyarecrazy.Therewasno

needtoevenask.Istoodonthelinetogetfood.A

tearfell.NotsolongagoIcouldeatanythingthati

wanted.Nowican'teveneatwhaticrave.Inever

thoughtlifecouldturnoutlikethis.Iregretgoingto

Polokwane.That'swhereallofthisstarted.

Tshireletso'sobsession.Nowhefollowedme

everywhereandthosearoundmeendedupthinking

I'mcrazy.Idon'thaveaphonetoevencallandhear

howmychildrenare.ThefollowingdaywhenIwake

uptheytellmethatiwon'thavevisitorsfortwo

weekssothaticansettlein.Iwon'teventalktomy

kids.Icouldn’tevengetachancetocallmychildren.

Thepsychiatricfacilitywascreepy.Itwas

somehowscarytome.AftergettingmyfoodIwent

tositbymyself.Ididn’twanttobewithpeople.I

justwantedtositonmyownandreflectonwhats

happening.

Voice:hi.CanIjoinyou?

Me:Iwouldliketobealone.



Lady:IpromiseIwillnotbotheryou.Iwilljustkeep

quiet.

Me:okayyoucansit.

Shelookedatmeasshewaseating.Icouldn’thelp

butjustanalyseher.Shedidn’tlookcrazytome.

Shelookedlikesomeonewhowasgoingthrougha

lot.Likesomethingwasgoingonwithher.

Me:imKeatlaretsi.

Lady:Melody.Whatareyoudoinghere?

Me:apparentlyimcrazy.

Mel:crazy?Youdon’tlookcrazytome.

Me:imnotcrazy.ButmyfamilythinksIam.Worst

ofitallmyhusbandbelievesthatimcrazy.Andwhy

areyouhere?

Mel:well,myunclekilledmygrandfatherandI

witnesseditandwastraumatizedafterthat.WhenI

toldthefamilyaboutittheydidn’tbelieveme.The

traumastartedgettingworseandIcouldn’tcope

anymore.ThenIstartedtherapy.Iwasabouttoget

married.Thenmyunclepaidmypsychologistto



saythatIhavetogotoapsychiatristbecauseIwas

notmyselfandhavetogethelp.Ihavebeenhere

foralmostayear.Butluckilyimleavingnextmonth.

MyfiancémadesurethatIgetoutofhere.

Whateverhappensinherejusthanginthere.Ifyou

arenotstrongyouwillnotsurvive.Thesepeople

whoarereallycrazywilltraumatizeyou.Justbe

carefulandnotgetonanyone’sbadside.

Me:whyisitthattheydon’tallowvisitorsforthe

firsttwoweeks?

Mel:that’swhyIsaidyouhavetobestrong.For

yourchildthatyouarecarrying.Youwillonlyget

visitorsthefirsttwoweeksthenafterthattheywill

saynomorevisitorsbecausetheywilldisturbyour

healingprocessandyouwillneverseeanyoneuntil

youleavethisplace.

Me:that’snotgood.Isthisplacelegaloritsthosefly

bynights?

Mel:Ihavealreadysaidalot.Someonecouldbe

listeningormaybethereisacamerahere.

Inoddedandcontinuedeating.Atleasttheirfood



tastedgood.

*TOBECONTINUED*

[07/06,19:06] :*STORYOFMY

LIFE:KEATLARETSI*

*CHAPTER38*

Narrated

Zweli:sohowisyourwifedoing?

Mpe:Idon’tknowman.Theysaidsheisfine.I

couldn’tseeher.Theysaidforthefirsttwoweeks

visitingisnotallowed.

Zweli:whatsthat?Patientsshouldbeallowed

visitorssothattheycanseefamiliarfacesand

recoverquickly.

Mpe:twoweekswillmovebyveryfast.What



worriesmeisthefactthatshewassosad.Shewas

brokenman.Idon’tthinkshewilleverforgiveme

forthis.

Zweli:youweredoingwhatisgoodforher.Shewill

soonrealizeit.

Mpe:Ihopeyouarerightman.Icantlivewithouther.

Ijusthopethatwasonlyhurttalking.BecauseI

wontsurviveit.

Zweli:stopstressingaboutthis.Yourwifewillbe

fineandcomehomesoon.

Mpe:yeah.Thanksforthecall.Theresanothercall

coming.

Hecutthecallthenansweredtheonethatwas

coming.

Mpe:hello.

Voice:hello.ItsFarai.

Mpe:oh.Howareyou?

Farai:imnotgood.Whydidyoutakemysisterto

thathellhole?



Mpe:howdidyouknowabout…

Farai:shecalledmefromsomeone’sphone.She

soundedscared.Youknowsheisnotcrazyman.

Pleasegoandfetchher.Gowiththepolice.Sheis

notsafeinthatplace.Whenshesawthingsdidyou

eventrytolookforothersolutions?

Mpe:thiswasthebettersolution.

Farai:ithasbeenaweekandyouhaven’tvisitedher.

Mpe:theysaidvisitorswillbeallowedaftertwo

weeks.

Farai:thenwhywasJohnallowedthere?howdidhe

manipulatehiswayintherebecauseshesayshe

gotintheredisguisedasadoctor?Doyouseehow

sheisnotsafe?

Mpe:John!

Farai:that’swhatIsaid.Pleasegoandfetchher.Im

takingthenextplane.WhenIgettherewearegoing

toZim.Gogowantsherhome.Shesaysthereis

someonewhowillhelpher.

Mpe:imgoingtofetchherrightnow.



Hetookhiscarkeysandrantohiscar.Hedroveoff

whilecallingthepolice.Hewaspanickingbecause

thatplaceistoofarandanythingmighthappen

whilehe’sdrivingthere.Hewaslikeflyingonthe

road.Whenhegotthereitdidnottakelonguntilthe

policearrive.

Mpe:imheretofetchmywife.Keatlaretsikhoza.

Man:Keatlaretsikhoza?Letmecheckherforyou.

Ohhere.Didn’therhusbandfetchher?Hereitsays

Mpendulokhozafetchedher.

Mpe:wouldIbehereifIweretheonewhofetched

her?

Man:sirIdon’tknowwholethergobutthat’swhatit

sayshere.

Mpe:imnotleavingthisplacewithoutmywife.You

letamangetinheretotakeherbutyousaidIcant

seeherbeforetwoweeksisover.Isthishowyou

work?Somethingfishyisgoingonhere.

Police:letsturnthisplaceupsidedown.Wearenot

leavingwithouther.Othersgoandcheckdownthe

roadandaroundtheyard.Goaroundthisarea.



Mpe:didJohnpayyousothathecangether?Is

thatit?

Man:Idon’tknowwhatyouaretalkingabout.

Mpe:letmetellyousomething.Iworkedasasoldier.

Ihadaposition.Ahighpositioninthearmy.Iknow

peoplefromhighplacesIknowpeoplewhocan

destroythisplaceofyoursinaminute.Asforthat

JohnofyoursIalreadyhavehim.That’showIknow

thatmywifeisstillhere.Youbettergivehertome

rightthisinstantifyouvaluethisplace!

Themanstartedshaking.

Man:IjustworkintheadminIdon’tknowanything.

Askthedoctors.

Mpe:ifIdon’tfindherhere…youbetterpraythatIdo.

Heleftthereceptionandwenttocheckroomby

room.Hecouldn’tfindher.

Mpe:khanyisile!khanyisile!

Woman:siryouaremakingnoise.Thisisa..

Mpe:hey!iwantmywifeandyouaretellingmeshit!



Police:thereisadoorthatwontopenhere.Over

here.

Herantowherethepoliceofficerwas.Hedidn’t

wait.Hejustkickedthedooranditopened.

Mpe:khanyisile!Khanyisilevuka.Ngiyaxolisa.

Kea:youcame…

Mpe:yes.Imheretotakeyouhome.Imsorryabout

everything.Wearegoinghome.

Hepickedherupandlefttheroom.Hewentstraight

tohiscarandputhiswifeinsidethecar.

Mpe:here.Havesomewater.

Kea:….

Mpe:please.

Hehelpedherdrinkwaterthendroveoff.Onhis

wayhemadeacall.

Mpe:Iwantjohndead.Butafterhetalks.AndIwant

thatplaceburntdown.ThisisthelastfavorIwill

everaskyou.

Thenhecutthecallandlookedathiswife.Injusta



weekshehaslostabitofweight.Heblamed

himselfforallofthis.Heblamedhimselfbecauseif

hedidn’tsuggestthatshegoestothatloonybin

thiswouldn’thavehappened.Hegothomeand

parkedthecarthenhelpedhertogetout.Theywent

insideandeveryonewasthere.

Bonolo:Keaimsorry.Ididn’tknowthiswould

happen.

Shekeptquietnotanswering.

Mpe:wouldyoulikesomethingtoeat?

Shelookedatthemallandwenttotheirroom.She

tookoffherclothesandwenttoshower.Aftershe

wasdoneshetookouthersuitcaseandstarted

packingherclothes.Shefinishedandwenttothe

kidsroom.Shepackedthetripletsclothesthen

pushedthebagtoherroom.Inallofthistheywere

lookingather.Shethenwentdownstairs.

Kea:umwherearethekids?

Mpe:theyareatschool.Osamkelobayadlalae

playroom.



Sheturnedaround.

Mpe:whywereyoupacking?

Kea:imsureFaraialreadycalledyou.Imgoingto

Zimbabwe.

Bonolo:canIatleastgowithyou?JustsoIwillknow

thatyouaresafe.

Kea:Iwillwillbemoresafewithmygrandmother

thanIamherewhereIamnotwanted.Asforwena

Bonolo.Myownsister.Ithoughtyou’dhavemy

back.Butno.ItoldyouTshireletsowasfollowing

me.ItoldyouIwasseeinghim.Hecameinthat

place.Tonighttheyweregoingtokidnapme.Ihope

youtwoarehappywithwhatishappening.

Shewenttolookforthetriplets.

Muzi:ubukekaazwilebuhlungu.

Mpe:youthinkIdidn’tseethat?Andimtheonewho

causedallofthat.Shepleadedwithmenottosend

hertothatplacebutIinsisted.Andnowimlosing

her.

Shaka:Ithinkyoushouldgivehertime.Shewillnot



leaveyou.She’sjusthurt.

Mpe:whatwasIgoingtodoifIarrivedtherelate

andtheytookher?

Hesighedholdinghishead.

KEA

WhenFaraiarrivedhesleptabitthenhesaidwe

couldleave.

Me:willyoubeabletodrivetotheairport?

Farai:yourhusbandwilldrive.Keastopthisthingof

alwaysignoringyourhusbandwhenyougothrough

things.Inmarriageyousitdownandtalk.

Me:itshisfaultIwenttothatplace.

Farai:anyonewouldhavedonewhathedid.You

cantblamehimforwantingtohelp.Youhavetotalk

tohimandfixthings.Iwontgowithpeoplewhoare

crosswitheachother.Idon’twanttensiononour

way.Please.

Me:whatisshedoingherewithabag?



Farai:shesgoingwithus.Youknowyouwillneed

her.Yoursisterlovesyousostopbeinghardonher.

Iputmyhandbagonthesitthenwentbackinside.I

firstwenttocheckonthekids.Theywerewatching

tv.

Me:babies.Comehere.Iwanttotalktoyou...mom

isgoingsomewhere.Ipromiseiwillbebackokay?

Lu:you'releavingagain.Iwanttogowithyou.

Me:youcan't.Youhavetogotoschool.Ipromise

nextweekI'mcomingback.Mommyisnotfeeling

wellsoshehastogotoadoctorwhowillhelpher.I

willcalleveryday.

Thando:whyareyouleavingme?

Me:iwouldgowithyouallbutyouhavetogoto

school.

Thando:iwillmissyoumom.

Sphe:metoo.

Me:iloveyouall.

Lisa:wewillmissyoumom.



Ihuggedthemall.IwipedAya'stears.Iknewhe

wouldcry.Hegrewmoreclosetomeandalways

wantstobewithme.

Me:ipromiseiwillcallyou.I'mnotleavingfora

longtime.Iwillbebacksoon.

Aya:okay.

Hehuggedmeagain.

Aya:iloveyou.

Me:iloveyoutoo.

IgotupandfoundMpendulowaitingformeinthe

lounge.

Mpe:howdidtheytakeit?

Me:theyaresad.Ayandawascrying.

Mpe:theywillbefine.We'llbebacksoon.

Me:yeah.I'msorryforblamingyouforwhat

happened.It'sjustthatIthoughtyouofallpeople

wouldstandbyme.Butit'sfine.Youthoughtyou

weredoingtherightthing.



Mpe:I'mreallysorry.Ishouldhavebelievedyou.

Me:it'sfine.Let'sjustleaveitbehindusandmove

on.

Heletgoofhisluggageandhuggedme.

Mpe:iloveyou.Andipromisethiswillneverhappen

again.

Me:let'sgo.

Mpe:iloveyouKhanyisile.

Me:iloveyouKhoza.

Mpe:Let'sgobeforewemissourflight.

Wewenttothecarandigotintothebackseat.

Me:hi.

Bonolo:hello.Oshap?

Me:yeah

Bonolo:I'msorry.

Me:it'sfine.Iunderstandyouwereworried.

Bonolo:nowdoihavemysisterback?



Me:ofcourse.

Sheattackedmewithahug.

Bonolo:thankyou.

SETHU

I'vejustcomebackfromfetchingmykidsfrom

school.Ifmyhusbandcomesbackfromworklate

imtheonewhofetchesthemafterwork.Asidrive

inIseeanothercar.Idon'tknowwhothiscar

belongsto.Iparkandthekidsruninsode.Iopen

thedoorandgoin.IfindIsabellaholdingmybaby.

I'mreallybeingtested.Irushtoherandtakemy

baby.

Me:whogaveyoupermissiontoholdmybaby!?

Wholetyouinhere?

Isabella:youdon'thavetobelikethat.Iwontharm

mynephew.Thenannyletmein.

Me:whatdoyouwanthere?



Isabella:icametotalktoyou.Ourfatherwantsto

talktoyou.

Me:ourfather?Ohnowhe'sourfather.He'sbeen

yourfatherfor30years.Notmine.Henevereven

boughtmeonething.Hetoldmymothertoabort

me.Sodon'ttellmeaboutthatbastard.

Isabella:thisisyourfatherandhe'ssickforGod's

sake!

Me:allthistimehewasfinebutnowthathe'ssick

hewantstobeafather.Gobackandtellhimthati

saidno.Idon'tcarewhathappenstohim.I'vebeen

finewithmysiblingsandmymotherfor30years.

Sohimbeinginmylifewillnotmakeadifference.

Isabella:soyoudon'tcarewhathappenstohim?

He'syourfather!

Me:hedidn'tcarewhatwouldhappentome.Hetold

mymotherinfrontofyourmotherthathedoesn't

us.Sonowhedoes?Idon'tknowhimtoo.Idon't

haveafather.

Isabella:Sethuyouwillregretthis.Whenit'stoolate

andyouneedyourfather...



Me:ididn'tneedhimfor30years.WhywouldIstart

now?Leavemyhouse.

Isabella:Ihopeyouchangeyourmind.Your

husbandhasmynumber.Youwillcallmewhen

you'rereadytotalktoourfather.Maybeitwon'tbe

toolatebythen.

Me:Isabellastayawayfrommyhusband.Areyou

usingyourfathertogetclosetohim?

Isabella:sisyourhusbandlovesme.Ifiwanthimi

canhavehimjustlikethat.Sodon'tthinkit'sover.

Me:idon'tfightforaman.Youcanaskhim.Itold

himhecancometoyouifthat'swhathewants.

Andwhatdidhedo?Hestayedhere.Sowhatlove

areyoutalkingabout?

Isabella:anywayI'mleaving.Thinkaboutwhatisaid.

Shestrutherwayout.Icouldn'thelpbutjuststare

ather.She'sadoctor.I'mjustamereselftaught

fashiondesigneratBongi'sshop.Herfathertook

hertoamedicalschoolwhileididn'tgotoschool.I

didn'tqualifyforabursary.Idon'tknowwhysincei

hadgoodresults.Ifthatsocalledfatherhadbeen



thereformemaybehewouldhavetakenmeto

school.Andnowshecomeshereandtalksasifi

owethem.Idon'towethemanything.Itdoesn't

makeadifferencewhetherhe'saliveordead.My

lifewillstillgoon.Withorwithouthim.

Siya:babeI'mhome.Howwasyourday?

Me:fine.

Siya:what'swrongmylove?

Me:nothing.

Siya:itdoesn'tlooklikethat.

Me:Isabellawashere.

Siya:whatdidshewant?

Me:shewasaskingmetotalktoherfather.Shewas

actuallydemandingthatitalktohimasifit'smy

faultthathe'ssick.Afteralltheseyears.Heonly

remembersthathehasachildwhenhe'ssick.That

meansifhewasn'tsickIwouldhaveneverknown

abouthim.Ithurts.Ialwaysthoughtabouttheday

hewouldcomeback.Onlytofindouthedidn'twant

me.Hedeniedmymotherinfrontofhislover.We



sufferedwithouthim.Whilehewasliving

comfortably.She'sadoctorandwhatami?

Siya:kodwaSethuyouappliedatschoolandnext

yearyouwillbestudying.

Me:it'snotaboutthat.It'sabouthimtakingcareof

meandmysiblingslikehedidwithhisotherfamily.

Doyouknowhowitfeelstogobedwithouteating?

Howitistonotgotoschoolbecauseyourmother

didn'tcomebackfromworkwithwashingpowder

towashyouruniform?Doyouknowhowitfeelsto

begfromyourneighborswhileyourfatherisalive

andlivinghisbestlife?Thisiswhyidon'twanthim

inmylife.Iwillstilllivewithouthimandmakeit.It's

notlikehimbeinginmylifewillmakeadifference.

Siya:I'msorry.Ididn'tknowyoufeltlikethat.Come

here.

Ididn'tevenfeelmytearsfalling.Hewipedthem

andhuggedme.

Siya:noonewillforceyoutotalktohim.Ifyoudon't

wanttoit'syourdecision.Noonewillforceyou.Not

evenIsabella.



Me:doyouloveher?

Siya:look,ithoughtilovedherbackthen.Andiwas

evenreadytomarryher.Wewereyoungbackthen.

Butyouknowwhatirealized?Irealizedthatit

wouldn'thaveworkedout.Iamgratefulthatsheleft

meatthealtarbecausethatwouldhavebeenthe

biggestmistakeofmylife.You'retheoneiloveand

ipromiseyouthatwillneverchange.

Me:thenwhydidshesayshecangetyouatany

timeshewants?Please.Ifit'sherthatyouwantjust

tellmenow.

Siya:youdon'thavetoworryyourselfabouther.It's

youthatiwant.Ineedyouinmylife.Mylifeis

completewithyou.

Me:iloveyou.

Siya:howdidsheknowwhereyoustay?

Me:ifoundherholdingMusawhenIarrivedhere.

Shesaidthenannyletherin.

Siya:wheredidshegettheaddress?She'sgoingtoo

farnow.



Me:ijustwanttolivemylifeinpeacewithoutthem

botheringme.Isthattoomuchtoask?

Siya:youshouldnotworryyourselfaboutthis.Ifyou

don'twanttotalktothatmanyoujustignorethem.

Me:you'reright.Thinkingaboutthiswilljustgive

meaheadache.

KEATLARETSI

Finallywearrivedatmygrandma'splace.The

momentmygrandmothersawthecarshesmiled.

Hersmilemademetoalsosmile.Ihuggedher.

Granny:don'trunoryouwillfallandharmthebaby.

Me:imissedyoukoko.

Granny:thankyouGod.Mygranddaughterishome

afteraverylongtime.Whodidyoucomewith?

Me:Farai,myhusbandandmysister.

Granny:andthekids?



Me:icamewiththeyoungones.Theolderones

haveschool.

Granny:okay.Comeandsitwithyourgrandmother.

Nolo:hellokoko.

Granny:mygrandchild.Welcome.Youandyour

sisterdon'tcomehereanymore.Hiwlonghasit

been?

Shesayshuggingher.

Nolo:weareherenowkoko.

Granny:Tendai!

Alittleboycamerunningaftershecalled.

Granny:goandbringchairs.Youseeyourcousins

arehere?Afteryoucomebackyoumustgoandcall

yourmother.Tellhertheyarehere.

IknowkokotoldeveryonethatI'mcoming.Nowthis

yardwillbefullofpeople.ButI'mnotcomplaining.

It'salllove.

Granny:youruncleisonhiswayfromHarare.The

otherswillalsocome.Sitdown.



Bythatshemeanswemustsitonthereedmat.

Womendon'tsitonchairs.Wesitdown.Chairsare

formen.That'swhatmygrannyalwaystellme.My

husbandandFaraicomewiththekids.Samkelois

wiggling.Hewantstowalkonhisown.Hisfather

putshimdownandherunstokokoandfallonher.

Shepickshim.Helooksatherandlaughs.Then

kissher.Ncooah.

Gogo:theseboyshavegrown.Whereareyourkids

Bonolo?Whydidn'tyoubringthemwith?

Nolo:mamatookthem.Sowhodoyoustaywith

here?

Granny:youruncleandhiswife.Tendai'smother.

Shewenttothefarm.Shewillbebacksoon.Tendai

willgofetchher.

Tendaicomesbackwithakidandthechairs.He

leavesthekidandrunoutoftheyard.Maybehe's

goingtothefarm.

Me:Samkelono.

He'sbusypushingthepoorboy.Hedoesn'twant

himtositonhisgranny'slap.LungeloandSabelo



sitnexttoher.Lungelotakesthelittlebaby'shand

sitnexttohim.Samkelocan'tstoptouchingkoko

andlookingather.

Me:Samkelo.

Hestartslaughing.

Me:Samkelo.Lookathowheislaughing.

Gogo:he'shappytobehere.Nexttimeyoushould

allcomewithallofyourchildren.

Ismileasthebabiesareplayingwithkoko.My

auntycamebackfromthefarmandcookedastorm.

Sheforcedmetoservemyhusband.Accordingto

herishoulddoiteveryday.

Mpe:thankyouforthefoodbaby.Youcangoand

eat.

Me:I'msorry.Mygrandmotheriswatchingme.She

won'tallowmetoeatwithyou.

Mpe:iunderstand.It'sjustafewdays.

Iwentbacktositwiththewomen.Wespentour



timetogetheraftereatingthenwenttosleep.Inthe

middleofthenightIwikeuppanting.

Mpe:babewhat'swrong?

Me:Johnwashere.Isawhimwhileiwassleeping.

Mpe:Johnisnothere.TomorrowisSunday.I'm

surewewillgethelponwhateverishappening.

Comehere.

Imovedtohimandhuggedhim.Heheldmeand

kissedmyforehead.Helookedatme.

Mpe:youwillbefine.Thiswillpass.

Ilookedathim.Ithoughtitwasonlymegoing

throughthis.Buthimalso.Hisfacehadpain.His

eyesshowedthoseofsomeonewhofeltmypain.A

tearfellonhiseye.Iwipeditandkissedhim.

Me:iloveyou.

Mpe:Iloveyoumore.How'sourbaby?



Me:he'sfine.Doyouthinkit'saboyagain?Iwanta

girl.

Mpe:ialsowantababygirl.Daddy'sgirl.

Me:whatdoyouthinkweshouldnameher?

Mpe:ifit'sagirlitwillbeGabriella.

Me:youwanthertobenamedafteryou?

Mpe:yes.Thisisourlastbaby.Daddy'sgirl.

Me:iseeshe'sgoingtobespoiled.

Mpe:iwilltakehereverywhereigo.Iwilldo

anythingformykids.Andthere'llbenoexceptionto

thisgirl.

Me:you'rethebestfatherinthewholeworld.

Westayeduptalking.Thathelpedwiththe

nightmares.Idon'tevenknowhowifellasleep.I

wokeupinthemorningtowhispers.Itwasmy

husbandandourthreeboys.

Me:whatareyouboysplanning?



Mpe:shouldwetellmommy?Yeahithinknot.It's

oursecret.

Me:mmh.Howareyou?

Mpe:wearegoodbaby.Goandshowerthenwecan

gojointhefamily.

Itookashowerandgotready.Iputonmydress

andadoekthenwewenttojoineveryone.Asisaid

thediningroomwasfull.Theyallgreetedmeand

talkedabouthowhappytheyweretoseeme.Even

recitedclannames.Evensaidmymotherwas

happythatI'mhome.Butiwasneverreadyforwhat

happenednext.

Vimbai:it'sgoodtohaveeveryonehome.Finally.

Rudoyoucamehome.Youalmostkilledour

grandmotherwithstress.

Me:grannyalwaysvisitsmeatmyplace.

Vimbai:mustbenicehey.Onlyher,yourfavorite

uncleandthebelovedFaraiknowwhereyoustay.



What'sshetryingtodowiththis?

Me:iinvitedeveryonetomyweddingandvow

renewal.Evenprovidedtransportbutyoudidn't

come.It'snotmyfault.

Vimbai:howcouldwecome?Youactlikeyouhaveit

all.You'remighty.

Me:actuallywhat'syourproblemwithme?

Vimbai:ihavenoproblemwithyou.Theonlythingi

haveaproblemwithisthisbrotherofyours.So

sincehe'syourbrotheritinvolvesyouautomatically.

Farai:Vimbaistopwithyournonsense.

Vimbai:it'snotnonsense.Mymotherlovedyou

morethanshelovedme.Shetossedmetobe

raisedbygrannybecauseofyou.Astolenbastard!

Aunty:Vimbai!

Vimbai:yesmom.Youthoughtyourlieswouldnot

getout?WelltodayI'mtellingitall.Mymotherhere

waspregnantatthesametimeasyourmother

Rudo.Shegavebirthadaybeforeyourmother.



TheywerebothinSA.Yourmotherwaskind

heartedsoshehadhersistermovedtoSouthAfrica

soshecanhavepropertreatment.Mymothergave

herbabyawayforadoptionafteryourmothergave

birth.Shegavebirthtotwinsandmyevilmother

stoleone.Thebabyboy.Yesthat'syouFarai.

Luckilyyoulookedlikeyourmothersothatwasa

bonuscostheylookedlikeeachother.That'swhy

youtwoareinseparablewhentogether.Youshared

awomb.Thiswomanisevil.Shegaveherbaby

awaybecausehehadalbinism.Whodoesthat?So

yeah.Yourparentsaredeaddearbrother.It'sapity

youmissedoutonarelationshipwithyourfather.

Hewasagoodman.Mayhissoulrestinpeace.

Wow.Dramafollowsmeeverywhereigo.Now

what'sthis?Amigoingtoeverleaveapeacefullife.

Idon'tthinkthere'safamilylikemine.Mineisfullof

dramaandsurprises.

*TOBECONTINUED*



[07/06,19:06] :*STORYOFMY

LIFE:KEATLARETSI*

*CHAPTER39*

AftertheconfessionfromVimbaimygrandmother

fainted.Shewasrushedtothehospital.Icouldn't

stopcrying.Iwenttomyroomandcriedthere.

Farai:canitalktoher?

Ididn'tnoticethathewasalsohere.

Mpe:I'llbeoutsidewiththekids.

Farai:I'msorry.

Me:youhavenothingtobesorryabout.Youdidn't

doanything.

Farai:ican'tbelieveyou'remytwin.Itfeelssurreal.

Me:howareyoufeeling?

Farai:hurt.Angry.Whydidshedothis?Icouldhave

hadachancetohavearelationshipwithourfather.



Yesheraisedmeforalittlewhilebutiwouldhave

feltdifferentknowingthatihadafather.Andnow

he'snomore.Whatamisupposedtodonow?

Me:auntyissoevil.Andnowgrandmaisinhospital

becauseofher.

Farai:shewillbefine.

Helookedatmeandwipedatearthatfellonmy

eyes.Ihuggedhim.

Farai:stopcryingplease.I'llbefine.

Me:canwegoandcheckonkoko?

Farai:stayandlookafterthekids.I'llbefineokay?

Hekissedmyforeheadsmiling.Ihuggedhimagain.

Ifeltlikenotlettinggo.

.....

Mygrandmotherrecoveredfromherfainting.But

shewasnotinagoodstateatall.Findingoutabout

whatauntydidreallybrokeher.Whywouldasister



dothattohersister?Butshewillgetthere.What

shewasmoreworriedaboutiswhereher

grandchildis.Ipromisedtohelplookforhim.I've

alreadystartedwiththeprocess.Also,Faraiis

helping.Wellthepersonthatkokosaidcanhelpme

isapastor.Ithoughtitwasgoingtobethose

peoplewhotellyouwhathappensinyourlifeand

who'sresponsibleforallthesufferinginyourlife

andhowyourfutureislookingbutthat'snotit.The

manjustprayedformeandtoldmethatallwillbe

well.Mygrandmotherreallytrustedhimsoiwasat

ease.Thosenightmares,inolongerhavethem.I

don'tevenseeTshireletsoanymore.ButI'mstill

scaredwheneverIgoout.Iclosedmylaptopand

wentoutofmyroom.I'vebeenworkingfromhome

sincewecameback.Therewasalottodosoi

decidedtohelp.Ihearsomevoicesinthelounge

talking.Iguessthebrothershavearrivedandthey

arehavingoneoftheirendlessmeetings.Iheara

cardrivingoff.ThatmustbeFarai.

Mabutho:andwhatdoeshehavetodowiththis

meeting?Sibongabaphantsilandodayakhe



yamfounela.

Muzi:thishastodowithhissistersoiunderstand

whyhewantstobeinvolved.

Shaka:istabane?Doesheknowhowtoholdagun?

He'sadoctor.Hemustfocusonthat.

Mabutho:uqinisilebafo.

AfterthatShakaandMabutholaugh.

Wow.I'vealwaysknownShakaishomophobic.He's

alwaysshowedit.ImeanheevenmadefunofFarai

abouthowhewillnothavekids.NotMabuthotoo.

Siya:butilikethatguy.Unenqondoand

uhlakaniphile.Didyouhearhisideas?

Bonga:there'snothingwrongaboutbeinggay.

Mabutho:he'srubbingoffonyoutoo?

Mzwakhe:doyouknowhowmanytimesthesame

gayyou'remakingfunofmadesurethathissister

doesnotleaveyourbrother?Wouldwebehereifit



wasn'tforhim?Ubafongabeafayidepression

manjeumfaziwakheamshiyile.ThesameFarai

helpedKhanyowithherstudies.Butyou'remaking

funofhim.

Shaka:waqalakeumotivationalspeakerbafethu.

Muzi:canwetalkaboutwhywearehere?WenaSiya

wearecountingyououtofthisone.Youknow

you'renotsupposedtobeholdingguns.You'llsee

toitthatthekidsandourwivesaresafe.Noguns

foryouandBongani.Theguardswillbewithyou.

Mabutho:ihaven'tdonethisinawhile.I'llhavefun

doingthis.

Mzwakhe:anddon'thavetoomuchfunandendup

forgettingwhatyourjobis.

Ifeltahandgrabmefromtheback.Ilookedbehind

andsawmyhusband.Iwastonguetied.Ididn't

knowwhattosay.Wewentallthewaytoour

bedroom.

Mpe:sincewhendoyoueavesdroponpeople's



conversations?

Me:erh...

Mped:Khulumaphela.

Me:ididn'tmeanto.Iwasjustpassingandiheard

themtalkingaboutFarai.

Mpe:andyoudecidedtolisten?

Me:isaidididn'tmeanto.Yourbrothersare

homophobic.Whydotheymakefunofgays?They

alwaysmakeFaraiuncomfortablewheneverhe's

here.

Mpe:Iwilltalktothem.

Me:idon'tlikeit.Gaysarealsopeoplejustlikethem.

Mpe:ngithebgizokhulumanabo.NowI'mgoing

somewhere.Wantmetobringyousomething?

Me:youcanbringmeacarrotcake.

Mpe:wehavecakeinthefridge.

Me:thekidsfinishedit.

Mpe:okay.Ngiyak'thanda.



Me:namingiyak'thanda.

Mpe:uyabonamanjeungenzani?

Me:babeyourbrothersarewaitingforyou.

Mpe:letthemwait.Ineedmywife.

Soonourclotheswereflyingandhehadmeonthe

bedpantingunderhim.Hegroanedashecame.

Mpe:ngiyabongamakaLindani.

Hekissedmysweatyforeheadandrushedtothe

bathroom.Iheardtheshowerrunningandafterthat

hecamebackandlotionedthendressedinablack

jean,leopardprinttshirtandapanamahat.

Mpe:ngizokbonamang'buya.

Justlikethat?He'sgoingtoleavemelikethis?

Me:you'releavingmelikethis?



Mpe:I'llmakeituptoyoutonight.Bye.

Me:wow.

Heclosedthedoor.Icouldn'tbelievethatheleft.I

wenttotakeashowerandmadethebed.Ifhe

thinksI'llletitgojustlikethatthenhehasanother

thingcoming.IgotothekitchenandLindaniis

cooking.Wowthat'safirst.

Me:you'recookingtoday.

Lindani:yes.I'mherejustforthisweekendsoihave

tospoilmymother.

Me:mmh.Ican'twaittotastethatfood.

NARRATED

Faraigotintothehouseafteracardroppedhim.

Rickus:what'sgoingon?Youdidn'tfetchmefrom

theairportandnowyou'reshot.



Farai:it'salongstory.

Rickus:wehavetime.

Farai:iwentwithmybrothersinlawtohavethat

placewhereKeawasatcloseddown.MeandMuzi

gotshot.Theplacehadsomecriminalsinvolved

butit'sshutdownnow.

Rickus:youalsohadagun!?

Farai:no.Iwastheirdriver.Someoneiscomingto

treatme.

Rickus:you'relosingsomuchblood.

Voice:hello.I'mheretotreathiswound.

Rickusgotupandwenttothekitchen.Heonly

camebackwhenthemansaidhe'sdone.

Man:I'vetakenoutthebullet.Justmakesurethat

hetakeshismeds.

Rickus:thankyou.

Hewalkedhimoutandclosedthedoor.

Rickus:sowhathappenedinZimbabwe?Youasked

metocomeherebecauseyou'regoingtobelong.



Farai:youknowiwantedustogotogetherbutyou

refused.

Rickus:anddealwithyourhomophobicparents?

Farai:youdon'thavetoworryaboutthemanymore.

HetoldhimeverythingthathappenedinZimbabwe.

Rickus:thinkingabouthowyoutwowerecloseit

makessensethatyou'retwins.

Farai:comehere.I'vemissedyou.

Rickus:imissedyoutoo.

Heheldhim.

Farai:don'ttellKeathatI'mshot.

Rickus:welljustmakesurethetwinsandLisadon't

seeyou.Theyarehere.

Farai:whendidtheygethere?

Rickus:thedriverdroppedthem.Luuhasbeen

askingwhereyouare.



Farai:don'tletthemintoourbedroom.I'mgoingto

sleep.Lisamighttellhermomifsheseesme.

Rickus:I'llbringyourfoodwhenI'mdonecooking.

Farai:okay

Hegotupandwenttohisroom.Hefoundthetwins

sleepinginhisbed.Hemadespaceforhimselfand

slept.Hewokeupwhenheheardlaughing.

Farai:whyareyounotsleeping?

Aya:wewanttoplaywithyoumalume.

Farai:letmesleep.GoandplaywithuncleRickusor

Lisa.WhenIwakeupiwilltakeyouhome.

Lu:no.Wearesleepinghere.

Farai:okay.WhenIwakeupiwillplaywithyou.

Lu:okay.

Aya:malumewhyisyourarmlikethat?Didyouhurt

yourself?

Lu:didtheyhityou?

Farai:ifell.



Theylaughed.

Lu:malumeyouarenotstrong.That'swhyyoufell?

Farai:iamstrong.Iwasjustsick.

Aya:okay.Youwillbefineokay?

Theykissedhimandranoutoftheroom.

.......

Lindanicookedverydeliciousfoodforme.Ireally

didn'ttrusthimbutifoundmyselfgoingbackto

dishup.Ispentthedaywithhimtellingmehow

everythingisgoingandcatchingup.

Mpe:mawakhengibuyile.

Me:ohthat'sgreathey.

Mpe:ithoughtyou'dbehappy.

Me:yeahIamhappy.

Mpe:rememberisaidI'dmakeituptoyoubeforeI



left?

Me:ohthat.Itcanwait.I'mspendingtimewith

Lindani.Hewenttofetchourdrinks.

Mpe:I'msureyoucanditchhim.

Me:he'sonlyhomefortheweekendsoihavetouse

thistimewithhim.

Mpe:howishefetchingthedrinkswhenIsawhim

outside?Areyouangryaboutthismorning?I'm

sorry.

Me"psshimnotangry.

Mpe:okay.Movesoicanjoinyou.

Imadespaceforhim.

Me:where'sFarai?

Mpe:he'satPretoriaWest.Why?

Me:icalledandhe'snotanswering.Iwantedtofind

outhowthekidsare.

Mpe:thekidsarefine.How'slittleGabriellatreating



youtoday?

Yeahthedoctorconfirmedthatit'sagirl.Soweare

goingtonameherafterhim.GabriellefromGabriel.

Myhusbandissohappy.

Mpe:onlytwoweeksandshewillbehere.

Me:whatdoyouthinkaboutapregnancybath

photoshoot?

Mpe:wecananormalphotoshootaswehavedone

withourkids.Butnotthosebathwhatwhat.

Me:butbabe.ItrustBongi.Sheknowsherwork.It's

goingtobebeautiful.

Mpe:ononecondition.Theremustnotbemen

there.

Me:wellmymanwillbethere.

Mpe:mmh.Ufunangibekhonakanti?

Me:aow.You'rethefather.Youhavetobethere.So

I'dlikemyhusbandtobethere.

Mpe:okay.Butiwon'thavetobeinthebathwhat

whatright?



Me:ialsodon'tknow.It'smyfirsttimedoingit.

Mpe:okay.Isitsafe?

Me:verysafe.

Mpe:thenit'sfine.

Therewasaknockonthedoor.Hegotupandwent

togetthedoor.Whenhecamebackhisfacehad

changed.

Mpe:whenistheshoot?

Me:thiscomingweekend.

Mpe:that'sbetter.Maybethispersonwhojust

arrivedwillhaveleft.

Me:kemang?

Mpe:it'smycousin.Idon'twanthimherebutwhat

canido?Nothing.

Me:why..

"Sanibona."

Ilookedatmyhusbandandhewasn'teven



interestedinansweringtheman

Mpe:howlongareyoustayinghere?

Man:canyourelax?Iamnothereforyourgirlfriend.

Girlfriend,huh?

Man:ijustcametogreetyou.I'mrentingahotel

room.

Mpe:howdidyouknowthisplace?

Man:wearefamilysohowcomeidon'tknowwhere

youstay?

Mpe:whatdoyoureallywant?

Man:youknowwhatiwant.

Mpe:leave.Idon'toweyouanything.

Me:babeithinksomethingiswrongwithourbaby.

Mpe:areyoufeelinganypain?

Me:yesithurtssobad.Ithinkthebabyiscoming.

Mpe:westilltwoweekstogo.

Me:please.Idon'twanttolosemybaby.Takemeto

thehospital.



Hegotupandpickmeup.

Mpe:aah.

Ilookedathimandhewascrying.

Mpe:you'rebleeding.

Heranoutofthehouseandmyheartbeatfast

becauseoffear.

NARRATED

Herushedhertothehospitalveryscared.Theylost

theirbabyboyandnowthis?Itwouldkillhiswife.

Shewouldn'thandleitiftheylostthisonetoo.

Mpe:help!someonehelp!

Thenursescamerunningafterandtookherandput

heronthestretcher.Hewantedtofollowthembut

theytoldhimtowaitoutside.Hesatbythewaiting

areaandcouldn'tstopcrying.Hecalledtheparents

toletthemknow.Thencalledhisbrothers.The

waitingwaskillinghim.Hefeltlikethedoctorswere



takinglong.Adoctorcametohimandhequickly

stoodup.

Dr:wehavetoquicklyperformac-session.Oneof

themmightnotmakeit.

Mpe:howismywife?

Dr:wearestillbusywithher.Weneedyoutosign

somepapers.

Shaka:bafowearehere.

Mpe:whateveryoudodoctor.Makesureyousave

mywife.Idon'tcareifthebabydoesn'tmakeit.I

wantmywifealive

Dr:we'lldoourbesttosavethemall.

Hefollowedthedoctorandsignedthepapersthen

wentbacktothewaitingroom.

Mzwakhe:whathappened?

Mpe:everythingwasfineandweweretalkingand

laughing.ThenkwafikauMthandeni.Iwastalking

tohimandshestartedfeelingpainandstarted

bleeding.



Muzi:I'msurehemusthavedonesomething.We

cannevertrustanyoneassociatedwithhim.

Mpe:andnowoneofthemmightnotmakeit.What

willhappenifmywifedoesn'tmakeit?

Shaka:don'ttalklikethat.I'msureshewillmakeit.

Muzi:what'shappening?Whyarethedoctorsgoing

thatsidewithher?

Helookedupandsawthempushingthebedwith

hiswife.Tearsrolled.

Mzwakhe:isn'ttheresomethingwecando?Maybe

callherfriend.Theoneshegoestochurchwith

sometimes.

Mpe:icandoanything.Ijustwantmywifetobefine.

HetookhisphoneoutandcalledChris.

Chris:Mpendulo.How'severythinggoing?

Mpe:thingsarenotgood.Mywifeishavingac-

sessionandtheysayshemightnotmakeit.

Chris:eish.I'msorryman.I'mstillinNigeriawithmy



family.ButIcanaskmymothertotalktothepastor

fromourchurch.Bestrong.Yourwifewillbealright.

Mpe:yes.Thatwouldbeveryhelpful.I'dappreciate

it.

Chris:mymothersaysshewillcallthepastor.I'm

surehewillcomethere.HestaysinIrene.

Mpe:thankyouman.

Chris:mymotheristalkingtothepastornow.We

willalsoprayforyourwifefromhere.

Mpe:thankyouforalwayscomingthroughforme.

Chris:you'relikemybrother.Soanythingyouneed

justtellme.

Mpe:okay.I'llletyouknowhoweverythinggoes.

Soonthepastorandhiswifecalled.Theyprayed

withthem.PrayingtoGodtosaveboththemother

andthechild.TheyprayedforGodtobreathlifeinto

them.Togivethemthestrengthtoovercomewhat

theyaregoingthrough.



Pastor:yourwifewillbefine.Shewillovercomethis.

Bothherandthebaby.Godiswiththem.Hewill

healthem.Amen.

Mpe:amen.

Pastor:whenyourwifeisawakecallthisnumber

again.Wewouldliketoprayforherandthebaby.

Tomorrowwewillcometothehospital.

Mpe:thankyousomuch.

Afterhecutthecallthedoctorcametothem.

Dr:ihavegoodnews.Wemanagedtosavethem

both.

Mpe:thankyoudoctor.Thankyou.

Dr:youcangoandseethebaby.Yourwifeis

sleeping.

Thefourofthemwenttowherethebabywaskept.

Nurse:ijustfinishedbathingher.Youhaveastrong

baby.She'safight.



Shaka:she'saKhoza.Theyareallstrong.

Mzwakhe:whenwillshebemovedtohermother's

ward?

Nurse:maybeintheafternoon.Thedoctorjusthas

tocheckher.She'sabigbaby.Soit'sactuallya

goodthing.

Mzwakhe:isn'tshesupposedtobeinanincubator

sinceshe'spremature?

Nurse:noshe'snotpremature.Thisisherexactdate

tobeborn.Hermother'sdoctormusthavemadea

mistake.

Mpe:caniholdher?

Nurse:ofcourse.Pressthatthingifsomething

happens.

Muzi:thankyou.

Nurse:thedoctorwillcomeheresoon.

Sheleft.Mpendulocouldn'tstoplookingathisbaby

girl.HislittleGabrielle.Atearfell.



Mpe:ican'tbelieveyouarehere.Mybaby.Dadloves

you.

Shaka:congratulationsbafo.

Mpe:thanks.Ican'tevencelebratefullybecausemy

wifeisstillnotfine.

Muzi:she'soutofdangersothere'smorehope.

....

EvenaftervisitinghourswereoverMpendulonever

left.Hisbrothersleftbutheremainedbehind.When

itwasvisitinghoursagainhewenttohiswife's

ward.Shewasawake.

Mpe:howareyoufeeling?

Kea:it'sstillpainful.How'sourbaby?

Mpe:she'ssobeautiful.Andbig.Thedoctoris

bringingher.

Kea:ican'twaittoseeher.Wereyoucrying?

Mpe:wealmostlostyou.Thedoctorsdidn'tknow

whotosavebetweenyouandourbabygirl.Icalled

Chris.Thenthepastorsfromthatchurchyou



alwaysgotoprayedforyouandtheysaidyouwill

bothmakeit.Eventhoughihadlittlehopeihold

ontotheirpromisethatyouwillmakeit.

Kea:Godisgood.

Mpe:ineverthoughtiwouldsaythisonedaybut

God'sreallygood.HeshowedupintheERforyou

today.Iwillneverforgetthisday.

Nurse:here'syourgirl.Congratulationsmommy.

Dr:what'shername?

Mpe:sthandwasaamdoyouhaveanothernamefor

her?

Kea:Realeboga.WethankGodforsavingus.

Mle:it'sabeautifulname.GabrielleRealeboga

KhweziKhoza.

Dr:okay.

Mpe:howlongaretheygoingtobehere?

Dr:justaweek.Butit'lldependonthemother's

recovery.

Nurse:here.Youcanholdyourbabymommy.



Shegavehertohertohermotherandleftwiththe

doctor.

Mpe:letmecallthepastor.

Whenhegotintheafternoonhefoundthekidsin

thetvroomwatchingtv.

Mpe:wherearetheotherthree?

Lindani:theyaresleeping.How'smom?

Mpe:she'sfine.

Mnqobi:whenisshecomingback?

Mpe:soon.Letmeshowyouguysherpictureswith

thebaby.

Hesatdownandwentthroughallthepictureshe

took.

Sphe:isthismybabysister?

Mpe:yes.

Sphe:iloveher.

Thando:namiiloveher.Shehasbrownhair.



Hekissedtheircheeksandwenttocheckonthe

triplets.Theyweresoundasleep.Hekissedthem

andwenttohisroomtotakeashower.Whenhe

wasatthehospitalShakawenttobuyat-shirtfor

himbecausetheonehehadonhadbloodonit.

........

It'sexactly9monthsafterI'vegivenbirth.Mybaby

isgrowing.Sheisalsochubby,justlikehowher

sisterwas.Herfatherdoesn'tcareaboutthat.He

didn'tliewhenhesaidit'salittlehim.She'salways

inhisarms.Heeventakeshertoworksometimes.

Yeahhewentbacktowork.

Me:wewon'tleaveanytimesoonifyoukeepstaring

ather.

Hedoesthisallthetime.Helooksintohereyesand

shestartslaughing.

Mpe:youcan'tblameme.Ididn'tsayshemusthave



youreyes.Yougaveherbeautifuleyes.Yourbig

beautifuleyesaretheonesinoticedfirst.

Me:stopbeingobsessedwithmyeyestu.Let'sgo.

Mpe:haynaweumuhleyazi

Me:ngiyabonga

Mpe:asambe.

Whenwegetoutthere'ssomuchnoise.Eventhe

securitiesarelookingatmyyard.Thesebrothers

likemakingnoisewhentheyaretogether.

Accordingtothemthisisacelebration.Ndoniis

pregnant.That'swhatthenoiseisallabout.After

theyfoundthesangomatheygottotherootof

whateverwasstandinginherwaythenwentto

anothertraditionalhealertocleanseher.They've

beentryingforababyandNowshe's8monthsand

threeweeksalong.She'sclosetogivingbirth.Ifind

thisfunny.I'vebeenlaughingathowshe'sbeen

tellingherhusbandtostopmakingnoise.She'snot

likingtheattention.Weallgetintoourcaraand

drivetotheairport.

Lisa:wherearewegoing?



Mpe:don'tstart.

Lisa:butI'mjustasking.

Mpe:iknow.Butdon'ttalktoomuch.

Lisa:butidon'ttalktoomuch.

Mpe:youdo.

Lisa:mpm.Tellhimidon't.Mp

Me:tlogelamonyanawame.Shedoesn'ttalktoo

much.

Lisa:youseemomgetsme?Ionlyaskimportant

questions.

Mpe:you'resmartneh?

Lisa:likemyauntyKhanyo.

Mpe:whotoldyouthat?

Lisa:shedid.ShesaidI'mlikeher.That'swhyI'mso

smart.

Wegottotheairportandboardedthejet.After

maybe2hourswearrivedatShakainternational



airport.Carswerewaitingforus.Theydroveus

home.Thenthefollowingdaywewouldhavea

celebration.Whenwearrivedtheothersweresitting

inthelounge.Wealljoinedthem.Asusualthekids

rantohigtheirgrandparents.

Dad:iwanttoholdmylittlegirlandboynow.Getoff.

Nkazimulo:butmkhuluwealsowanttositwithyou.

Dad:yesyoucan.Butnotontopofme.Iwantto

holdthem.

Luu:butmkhulutheotheroneistoobig.She'sfat.

Mpe:don'tcallyoursisterfat.Youwerealsofatlike

this.Youandyourbrother.

Aya:no!Iwasnot.

Lisa:yesyouwerefatandiusedtopickyoutwo.

Lu:butnowI'mnotfat.

Lisa:yes.Becauseimakeyouwalkalot.Youlove

beingwithmeeverywhereigo.

Lesedi:andNattyisalsofat.Thandotoo.

Lisa:theyeatalot.



Lesediisalsohere.Lisawantedhertocomewith

usandherparentsagreed.

Lesedi:evenLethuisfat.

Thekidslaughed.

Lisa:youseemkhulumyfriendalsotalksalot?

Ma:justlikeyou.

Weleftthekidsarguingaboutwhotalksalot.Iwent

tochangeaswewereabouttopeelthingsfor

tomorrow.Ifoundmyhusbandsittinginourroom.

Me:areyoualright?

Iopenedtheclosetandtookadress.

Mpe:mrPereirapassedaway.

Me:oh.Imsorry.Iknowhowmuchyoucaredabout

him.



Mpe:yeah.

Helookedhurtbythis.Iunderstandhowhemustbe

feeling.

Mpe:iwasthinkingofgoingtohisfuneral.It'sthis

weekend.

Me:oh.

Mpe:I'mjustgoingonfridaythencomebackright

afterthefuneral.

Me:okay.

Mpe:iknowitdoesn'tsitwellwithyou.ButIhaveto

goandpaymylastrespect.Sphesihlealsohasto

sayhergoodbyestohergrandfather.

Me:kegoutlwile.Idon'thaveaproblemwithit.

Mpe:Khanyisile!Uyaphimanje?

Me:ihavetohelptheothers.

Mpe:webothknowyou'rerunningawayfromthis



conversation.

Me:whatdoyouwantmetosay?Webothknowthat

ifiweretosaynoyouwouldstillgo.

Mpe:It'stheleasticoulddo.Ifitwasn'tforhim

maybeIwouldbedead.

Me:goandpayyourlastrespects.Idon'tcare.

AnywaythepersonIhadaproblemwithisdead,his

daughter.Nothim.

Mpe:soyou'regladthatshe'sdead?

Me:yes.Oryouwantmetolietoyou?Ifshewas

alivemaybeallourchildrenwouldbedeadalong

withme.IfyoubringusanotherAgnesthistimeI

willleaveandnevercomeback.Iwillleaveyouto

continuewithyourAnges's.

Mpe:didisayI'dbringanotherwomanintoour

home?

Me:whoknows?Idon'twanttocountonsomeone

andendupbeingdisappointed.

Mpe:soyouthinkthatI'mgoingtodisappointyou

oneday?



Me:...

Mpe:Iwon'tgothen.

Me:idon'twantyoutoblamemeoneday.

Mpe:comehere...

Isatnexttohim.

Mpe:Iwoulddoanythingforyou.I'dkillanythingor

anyonethatthreatensyourlife.Sothisisnothing.

Me:didyoukillJohn?IsthatwhyFaraihadawound

onhisshoulder?

Mpe:yes.Butwhenwegottherehewasalready

deadthenthepeopletherestartedshootingatus.

Me:oh.

Mpe:don'tdoubtourlove.Iwon'thurtyou.Youare

mylife.WithoutyouI'mnothing.Whatipromised

youbacktheniwillsticktoit.Iknowihavehurtyou

inthepast.ButyouknowI'mdoingmybestto

changethat.Ifsomethingdoesn'tsitwellwithyoui

won'tdoit.Iwantyoutobehappy.Don'teverforget

that.



Me:I'msorryfordoubtingyou.Ipromiseiwilltry

anddobetter.

Mpe:iknow.

Icuddleduptohim.

Mpe:doyouthinktheywillneedyouforthenext

thirtyminutes?Iwastosleepnexttoyou.Justto

feelyouclosetome.

Ithinkmyhusband'sloveistoomuchnow.Even

nowthathetemporarilywentbacktoworkhe

alwayscallseveryhour.Hewantsmenexttohim.

Hisphonebeeps.

Mpe:gogoishere.Siyasaysshe'slookingforus.

Tomorrowisabigday.Let'sgoandgreether.what

didyoufeedher?ThefirstthingsheaskedSiyaisto

tellmetocomewithyou.

Me:someoneisjealous.

Mpe:aslongasyoudon'tlovehermorethanyoudo

me.

Ilaughed.Wewentoutsideandtherewerelotsof



people.

Me:wowsomanypeople.

Mpe:ShakaandNdoniareattheirplacenow.They

don'tknowwhat'sgoingonhere.Tomorrowit'stheir

traditionalwedding.It'sasurprisesincetheydidn't

haveatraditionalwedding.Soweveattwobirds

withonestonebyalsocelebratingtheirpregnancy.

Gogo:mychildcomehere.

Iwenttositnexttoher.

Gogo:you'resobeautifulandsmiling

Itmeanshe'sdoingagoodjob.

Mpe:uyabonanawegogongiyakwaziukumphatha

kahle.

Me:howareyougogo?

Gogo:I'mgood.Pleasemakemeteamychild.Come

withthisone'sbottle.

ShewascarryingLethu.Iwenttomakehertea.

Me:SethucanihaveLethu'sbottle?



Sethu:ithoughthewassleeping.

Me:he'swithgogo.

Sethu:okay.Checkinthatbowl.

Itookitandwentback

Theywerechattingandlaughingwithmyhusband.

Igavehertheteaandthebottle.

Gogo:I'mhappytoseeyou.Ihopeyouwillcome

homethisDecember.

IlookedatMpenduloandhesmiled.Iknowhe

alreadysaidyes.

Me:yesgogowewillcome.

Youshouldhaveseenabigsmileonmyhusband

face.Hewashappyshame.

Mpe:gogopleasestopfeedingmywifewhateverit

isthatyougivetoher.Shelovesyousomuch.

Me:butyousaidit'smewhofeedsherthings.

Welaughed.

Gogo:she'sahumbleandrespectfulwoman.It



doesn'ttakemuchtolikeher.Ilovedherthefirst

dayyoutoldmeabouther.Icanseeyourlove

lastingforeternity.That'swhyIgavehermyname.

Khanyisile.She'sbrightenedyourlife.

Wow.Ididn'tknowKhanyisileishername.I'm

honouredtohavehername.

Mpe:iknowgogo.She'sbroughtthelightthatwas

missinginmylifeandnothingmattersanymore.

Onlyherandourfamily.IloveyouKhanyisileKhoza.

Me:iloveyoutooMkhathini.

Andthis,thiswasthestoryofourlife.Ourlove

story.Itwasn'teasybuthereweare.Wentthrough

challengesandovercamethemtogether.Andwe

arestillgoingtomakesurethatwegothrough

everythingtogetherasoneandwithlove.


