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SiyawassignedinasLieutenant,andwe

hostedacelebratorydinnerforhimandsome

colleagues.

Ineverreallyrealizedwhatabigdealhis

promotionwas,untilthatveryday.Isawhow

everyoneadoredhimandpraisedtheworkhe

haddonesinceenteringtheforce.

Itkindofembarrassedmetothinkofhowmuch

Iwantedhimtoleavetheforce.Icanalmost

guaranteethathewouldhaveresentedmeforit

inthelongrun.



OlwethohadmovedbackwithLinda.AndSiya

andIhadmovedintohisorshouldIsayour

homeinSandton.

Itwasstillabitdifficultformetogetusedto

theideathatIownedhalfofeverythingthat

Siyaowned.ButmaybewithtimeIwouldget

usedtotheidea.Whoknows?

MamMarthaandThembihadbothcomeback

toSAwithus.

Iwasn’texactlyfondofSiya’shousekeeper

sincesheseemedlittletoclosewithSiya’s

motherformyliking.SowemovedhertoCuba

andwemovedMamMarthaandThembitoSA



TodaywasmyfirstdayatNdhlovuCorp.Ihad

myfirsteverboardmeetingandtobehonestI

wasasnervousashell.

ILookedatmysleepinglieutenantandsmiled

athowfarwehadcome.WhoknewwhenIfirst

methim,thatwewouldhavesurvivedsomany

obstacles?Siyahadmanagedtohelpmature

me.

Ihadalwaysthoughtwewouldhaveourvery

ownhappilyeverafter.ButwhatInowrealizeis

thatnorelationshipisperfect.It’snotabout

howmanytimeswefall,butabouthowmany

timeswedecideweareworthfightingfor.

Siyawokeupandlookedatme

Him;andthatsmile?



Me;justcountingmyblessings 

Him;amIoneofthem?

Me;you’reattheverytop 

Him;allweneednowistohavelittleones

runningaroundhere 

Me;ok.Conversationover 

Him;(chuckles)youandIaren’tgettingany

younger 

Me;Siya,I’monly26.You’retheonewho’s

gettingold.Andbythewayincaseyouforgot,

YOU’VEjustmademeCEO.Ican’tgohavea

babynow

Him;sowhattimelinearewelookingathere?

Me;maybewecanstarttryingwhenIturn30

Him;haaiRifiloe.I’llbenearly40bythen 

Me;stopexaggerateYou’llbe38

Him;exactlymypoint 



Me;Siya 

Him;Haababy.You’renotbeingfair.Plusyou

knowtheysaythattheolderamanages,the

valueofhisspermdecreasesaswell 

Me;(chuckles)sowewillsavethematasperm

bankorwhatevertheircalled 

Him;ngeke.Never.Youmustbemad 

Me;haai,youseenow.Thisistheproblemwith

marryingoldmen.Youguysaren’topento

modernmedicine 

Him;(chuckles)soI’moldnow 

Me;yep.IthinkIshouldcallyouUncleBae

goingforward 

Him;callmethatagain,andIllflippingtickle

youtillthesungoesdown

Me;you’renofun 

Him;Iliketohavefuninotherways 

Me;ok.I’moutofhere



Itriedgettingup,butSiyaheldmeback

Him;exactlyhowlongdoyouplanonpunishing

me 

Me;I’mnotpunishingyou 

Him;baby,itsbeen2monthsalready 

Me;Siyawespokeaboutthismos 

Him;Iknowwedid,butitdoesn’tmakethings

anyeasier 

Me;wehaveourfirstsessionwiththemarriage

councillortoday.Maybewithtime 

Him;lordhelpme 

Me;whydon’tyou(clearsthroat)Youknow

Him;sayit.Iwanttohearyoutellmetoflipping

masturbate 

Me;Siya 



Him;Rifiloewe’remarried.Irefusetothatwhen

Ihaveafullycapablewife 

Me;speakingaboutmarried.Igotacallfrom

myaunt 

Him;don’ttrychangingthesubject 

Me;(sigh)Siya.I’mtryingokay.It’sjustreally

reallydifficult 

Him;soyoumeantotellmeyouareokwithus

havingasexlessmarriageforhoweverlongit

takesyoutogetoverwhathappened 

Me;don’tputitlikethat 

Him;doyouhaveanyidea,howdifficultitisto

wakeupnexttoyouwearingbasicallynothing.

Andyouexpectmenottotryanything 

Me;Siya,Idon’tknowwhatelseyouwantmeto

do. 

Him;Iwantyoutostopkillingmethat’swhat 

Me;I’mgoingtoshower



IgaveSiyaakissonhischeek,andwenttothe

bathroom.Iwasn’treallyinthemoodtodiscuss

thistopicfurther.Siyajustneededtogiveme

time.Isthatreallytoomuchtoaskfor?

SiyajoinedmeintheshowerandIimmediately

tensed.Idon’tknowwhatitwaswithme,but

everytimehetouchedmeIfroze.

Him;relax.I’mnotgoingtotryanything 

Me;Si

Him;forgetit.Iknowyou’retryingtogetover

everything

Iletoutasighfinishedcleaningmyself,then

wenttogetdressed.Itjustfelttooawkwardto

bearoundSiyaintheshower,afterthe



conversationwejusthad.

Igottothecloset,andpulledanavypantsuit

andawhiteformalshirt,andmynavyhills. 

Igotdressed,didmyhairandmakeup,andthen

wentcheckifMamMarthahadmadebreakfast.

WhenIgottothekitchenitsmelledasgoodas

italwaysdid. 

IgreetedmamMartha,thenwenttothedining

roomtohavebreakfast.

IdecidedtohaveMuesliandPlainGreekyogurt

withabitofhoney.Ihadgainedabitofweight

overthefestiveseason,myclothesstilllooked

ok,butIcouldfeeltheyweregettingtighter.

Andmystomachwasn’tastonedasitusedto

be.Soitwastimetoloseweightandtoneup

again.



WhenSiyacametojoinmeforbreakfast,he

lookedatmyfoodandshookhishead 

Him;soyou’reseriousaboutthislosingweight

thing 

Me;babe,haveyouseenhowfatIhavegotten?

I’vegained6kg’s

Him;Rifiloe,You’renotfat

Me;Isoam. 

Him;Ilikeyoulikethisanyway 

Me;meaningyoudidn’tlikemewhenIwas

thinner 

Him;Ishouldn’thaveevensaidanything

Me;no,nodon’teventhinkaboutbackingout

now

Him;babe.Iloveyouasyouare.Butifyoufeel

likeyouneedtoloseweight,thenI’llsupport

you 



Me;soyou’llgoonadietwithme? 

Him;Ididn’tsaythat

Me;itwouldmakemylifeeasierifyoudid 

Him;butbaby,whenhaveyoueverseenaZulu

manonadiet?

Me;marababy,ifyouwentonthedietwithme,

itwouldhelpkeepmeontrack. 

Him;haaiRifiloe.Nomaan 

Me;please

Him;butyouknowhowmuchIlovemyfood.

Howcanyouwanttopunishmelikethisye?

Youpunishmeinthebedroomandnowinthe

kitchen.HaaiNever 

Me;mxm

Him;don’tpout 

Me;butbabypleasemaan.Ican’tcometo

breakfastandhavethekitchensmellinglike

this,I’llbedestinedtofail



Him;Rifiloe,Leavemeoutofthisdietofyours.

MinaIneedtohaveproperfoodinthehouse.

Notleavesandshit 

Me;fine 

Him;soyou’regoingtosulk 

Me;yes 

Him;goahead.I’mnotlettingyouwinthisone. 

Me;yousuckSiya.Likereallysuck 

Him;Iwishedyousuckedaswell.Maybethen

mymoodwouldimprove.

IlookedaroundtoseeifmamMarthawas

around,butthankfullyshewasn’t

Me;Siya,youcan’tgoaroundsayingthingslike

that.WhatifmamMarthahadheardyou?

Him;maybeit’sagoodthingifshedid.That

wayshecouldtalksomesenseintoyou 



Me;justshutupandeatyourfood 

Him;maraRifiloe,youaredisrespectfulyaz.

YouknowI’molderthanyouright

Me;(giggles)YesI’mfullyaware 

Him;Ithinkweshouldsendyoutonataltovisit

oneofmyauntssoshecanteachyouafew

things 

Me;menatal.Never 

Him;(chuckles)whynot 

Me;becauseallthathardlabourwouldruinmy

nails 

Him;amen.

Siyajustlaughedandshookhisheadatme.I

knowheseemedlikehewasjoking,butlately

hehadmentionedmestayingwithhismomor

auntaftertheweddingafewtimes.Andnowit

wasstartingtoworrymeabit,becausethere



wasnowayIwasgoingtoagreetothat.Never

Afterfinishingmybreakfast,Iwentupstairsto

fetchmylaptopandfoundSiya’sphoneringing.

IlookedatthecallerIDandsawthatitwas

Jessica.Itookadeepbreathanddecidednotto

answerit.Instead,Itookmystuff,andwalked

backdownstairsandgaveSiyahisphone

Me;You’rephone’sbeenringing 

Igavehimthephone,andhelookedatthe

CallerID,thenatme 

Him;whydidn’tyouanswer 

Me;it’snotmyplaceto 

Him;baby 

Me;don’t.Iknowyou’llhavetoworkwithher.

It’sjustabitfrustratingthat’sall 



Him;Thanksforunderstanding 

Me;it’scool.Ishouldgo 

Him;Waitforme,wecanwalkouttogether 

Me;babe,I’mgoingtobelate 

Him;It’syourcompany.Noonewillnotice

Irolledmyeyesandgavehimakissonthe

cheek,thenwalkedtowardsthegarage.

Siyacameafterme,andheldmefrombehind

Him;youdidn’tthinkIwouldletyougowithout

gettingaproperkissdidyou 

Me;well,whatareyouwaitingfor?

Heleanedinandgavemekissgoodbye.



Him;Illseeyoulater 

Me;don’tforgetourappointment

Him;Iwont 

Me;Thankyou

Igavehimanotherkiss

Him;goodluckforyourfirstday 

Me;thanksbaby

Him;Iloveyoune 

Me;Loveyoumore

HespankedmeonthebuttasIwalkedout,and

IimmediatelyblushedwhenIsawmamMartha.

Ididn’tevenbotherlookingherwayagain.Iwas

waytooembarrassed.



WhenIgottothegarage,Igotintomynewcar,

anddrovetotheoffice.

Ihadafeelingthattodaywasthebeginningof

greatthingsforbothmeandSiya.Ifeltlikewe

werefinallygettingpastthepastandmovingon.

Westillhadalongwaytogo,butIwascertain

nowmorethanever,thatnothingwoulddriveus

apart.
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WhenIarrivedattheoffice,Andreawasat

reception.

ShewalkedmeuptoSiya’soldofficewhich

wasnowmine.Itwasabitawkwardseeing

Andrea,afterthewayIactedpreviously(insert

16.2),butbeingtheprofessionalthatsheisshe

didn’treallymakeitseemlikeanything

happened.

Her;CanIgetyouanythingtodrink?

Me;nothankyou.

Her;I’veplacedthestatfolderthatyou

requestedonyourdesk 

Me;thankyou 

Her;theboardmemberswillbehereinanhour 



Me;doyoumindshowingmewhichboardroom 

Her;they’lluseyouroffice 

Me;oh,ok 

Her;areyouokwiththat?Ijustfiguredthat

wouldbeeasierforyou 

Me;itsperfectthankyou 

Her;letmeknowifyouneedanythingelse

Me;willdo

AndreaLeft,andItookagoodlookatmynew

office.Itwasstrangetothinkthatafewmonths

ago,thiswasSiya’soffice,andnowhereIwas

notonlymarriedtohim,butalsorunninghis

company.

Isatdownandimmediatelystartedgoing

throughthestatfilethatIhadaskedAndreato

prepare.



Anhouronthedot,theboardmembersstarted

toarrive.Andreahadalreadysetupmorning

snacks,becausesheknewthatweweregoing

tobehereforawhile.

Theboardmeetinglastedforover4hours.I

wasgrilledaboutabsolutelyeverything.Even

aboutmylife.

Iknewitwasbecausedisapprovedmy

appointment,butnonethelessIheldmyhead

high,andansweredeveryquestionthatthey

had.IwasthankfulSiyahadhelpmeprepare,

becauseotherwiseIwould’vedrowned.

Bythetimetheboardmembersleft,Iwas100%

surethatIhadwonthemover.Theroomwas

lesstense,andeveryonewasmorecomfortable,



andleftwithsmiledontheirfacesinsteadof

thefrownsthattheyhadgivenmewhenthey

arrived.

Isatbackdownatmydeskafterthemeeting,

andletoutasigh.IfImanagedthatmeeting,

thenIhadfaiththatIwasinfactnotinovermy

head.

ItriedcallingSiyaacoupleoftimesbuthis

phonerangandwentthroughtovoicemail.

DeepdownIthoughtaboutthecallfrom

Jessica,butIimmediately,putitaside.

Iwasn’tgoingtosuspecthimofcheatingevery

timehedidn’tanswer.Hewasprobablybusy.I

meanhe’sinchargeof49specialopsteams.

Ispenttherestoftheday,workingmybuttoff.



ThereweresomanythingsthatAndreahadleft

formetogetthrough,andIplannedonatleast

gettingthroughhalfofitbeforeIhadtoleave

forthecounsellingsession.

IhadsomuchtodothatIevenendedup

skippinglunch.BythetimeIlookedupitwas

16:30. 

Ihadexactly30MinutestogettoRosebank,for

thesession.

ItriedcallingSiyaagain,buthedidn’tanswer.

SoIfiguredI’djustseehimatthecouncillor’s

office

WhenIarrivedatthecouncillorsoffice,itwas

exactly16;49pmandSiyawasn’thereyet.



Iwalkedinandwaitedatreceptionforhimto

arrive. 

At17;00thecouncillorcalledusin,butSiya

hadn’tarrivedasyet.

ThecouncillorintroducedhimselfasTheodore

Levin.Isatinhisofficeandjustspokeabouta

fewbasicthingswhilewaitingforSiya. 

IhadfinallyrealisedthatSiyahadstoodmeup

ataround18:00pm.TosayIwasembarrassed

wasanunderstatement.HereIwastryingto

helpusfixthings,butSiyahadn’tevenbothered

topitch.

Me;I’msosorry.Ithinkmyhusbandmust’ve

forgottenaboutourappointment 

Him;don’tworryaboutit.Wecanalways

reschedule 

Me;Iknow.Iwasjustreallylookingforwardto

gettingintothis 



Him;canIaskwhy

Me;(sigh)ourrelationshiphasn’treallybeenthe

easiest.Wejustrecentlymadeupagain,andI

justhopedthatwecouldusecounsellingasa

methodofmovingon

Him;haveyoudiscussedthiswithyourspouse

Me;yes 

Him;well,gohome,andtrydiscussingitwith

himagain.Trynottobitehisheadoff.Men

don’tusuallyrespondwelltobeingshoutedat 

Me;I’lltry

IleftDrLevine’sofficesfeelingdrained.AllI

wantedwastogohomeandgetintoanice

bubblebath.Mybloodwasboiling,butI

promisedmyselfthatIwouldn’tscreamor

shoutathim.



WhenIgothomeMamMarthahadalready

cookedDinner.Shehadmadechickenlasagne

withbeetrootsalad.Itlookedandsmelled

absolutelyamazing. 

My“diet”immediatelywentoutthewindow.

Itookashower,thenchangedintosomething

morehomely. 

ItriedSiyaagainonhisphone,andinsteadof

himanswering,hewalkedthroughthedoor.

Him;HoneyI’mhome 

Me;I’mincloset

Heputhislaptoponthebed,thencametogive

meakiss.

Him;howwasyourfirstday?



Me;tough,butnothingIcan’thandle 

Him;that’swhatIliketohear. 

Me;Ihaveabonetopickwithyou 

Him;haw,baby,whatdidIdonow?

Me;youhonestlyforgot?

Him;forgotwhat?

Me;Ourcounsellingsession 

Him;Shit…babesorry.Todaywashectic.Iflew

toCTandhadamillionmeetings. 

Me;CT?Siya,howdoyouflytoCTandnottell

me? 

Him;baby,Iwasn’tawareIhadtoclearmy

schedulewithyou

Yho,Ihonestlydidn’texpectSiyatoanswerme

likethat.Iwasjustaskingmos.



Me;wasJessicathere 

Him;OhGod,Rifiloecomeon.Notthisagain 

Me;it’sasimplequestion 

Him;Rifiloe,youknowshewasthere.Shedoes

workformeafterall 

Me;(sigh)Soyoumissedoursessionbecause

youwerewithher 

Him;noImissedthesessionbecauseIhad

moreimportantthingstodo.

Me;sowhyareyoushoutingatme?Iwasjust

asking 

Him;Rifiloe,ThisthingaboutJessicaisstarting

toboreme.Itoldyouwhathappenedwasa

onetimething,andnowI’mdoneapologising,

becauseit’sclearyouhaven’ttrulyacceptedmy

apology 

Me;Si 

Him;I’mnotdone.Nowlistenandlisten



carefully.ILOVEYOU,Iwillnotcheatagain.

Eventhoughyoustillrefusetobeintimatewith

me

Me;sothisisaboutsex 

Him;yesRifiloe,It’saboutsex.Youaremywife,

andyetyourefusetobewithme.andnowyou

wantmetogotosomeguyandspillour

marriageproblemstohim?Theonlyproblem

hereisyou.

Me;me 

Him;yesyou.Yourefusetoletthisthinggo,

andthatistheonlythingholdingusback.Its

likeyouaretryingtopunishme,andthat’sjust

goingtodrivemeevenmorecrazy 

Me;youpromisedtobepatient 

Him;Rifiloe,it’sbeen2months.

Me;Siya,thingslikethesetaketime. 

Him;welldon’ttaketoolong,becauseI

honestlydon’tknowhowmuchmoreofthisshit



Icantake 

Me;what’sthatsupposedtomean 

Him;(sigh)nothing 

Me;Sayit 

Him;dropit 

Me;don’tbotherbecauseIknowexactlywhat

youmeant.SogorightaheadanddoitSiya.Go

findsomegirlandfuckherbrainsout.It’swhat

you’regoodatafterall 

Him;youknowwhat.I’mdonearguingwithyou.

Itsclearthaticanneverdoanythingrightwhen

itcomestoyou.

Siya,tookhiskeysandslammedthedoor.Ihad

noideawherehewasgoing.

Idon’tunderstand,howasimplequestionabout

oursession,couldleadhimwalkingoutonme.



AllI’veaskedforfromhimwastime.

Iknowiftheshoewasontheotherfoot,I

would’vebeengraciousenoughtogivehimall

thetimeheneeded,whycouldn’thedothe

same?
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Istoodinmyroomandthoughtaboutwhatjust

happened.Idon'tunderstandwhySiyawas

behavingthewayhewas.

Iunderstoodhisfustrations,butialsowas

tryingtocometotermswithwhathappened,

andunfortunatelyitwastakinglongerthanI

thoughtitwould.



Isatonthebedandtriedcallinghim,buthe

didn'tanswer.Itriedhimover10timesandstill

nothing.

Iwenttothekitchenandpackedawaythefood

thatmamMarthahadpreparedfordinner,it

wasobviousthatSiyawasn'tplanningon

cominghomeanytimesoon,sotherewasno

usehavingthefoodsiþinginthediningroom,

whentherewasnoonetodone.

WhenIwasdonepackingeverythingaway,I

wentbacktothebedroomandtriedtodosome

work,butijustcouldn'tconserntrate.Ikepton

thinkingaboutwhatSiyawasdoing,orwhohe

waswith.

IknowIwastheonewhopissedhimoff,Ijust



hopehedoesn'tdoanythingstupid.Thelast

thingIneedistohavehimsleepwithsomebody

else.BecauseIknewforsureIwouldneverbe

abletolivewiththat.

IdecidedsinceIcouldn'tgetworkdone,Imight

aswelltrygettingsomesleep.Itwasalready

after10pm,andihadanearlymorning

tomorrow.

Iputawaymylaptop,thengotintobed.Itossed

andturnedforhours.Ijustkeptwondering

whereSiyawasandwhohewaswith.Igethe

waspissed,butwhathewasdoingnowwas

onlymakingthingsworse,becauseallIcould

picturewashiminbedwithsomeone.

Itriedhimonhisphoneonelasttime,butit

wentstraighttovoicemail.



Ieventuallyfellasleep,andhopedthatIhadn't

drivenSiyaInoanotherwoman'sarms.

Imust'vebeenasleep,fornotmorethan

30minuteswenIheardSiyawalkthroughthe

door.HewashummingaHughmasekelasong. 

Ijustclosedmyeyes,andaskedGodtohelpme

sleep.ThelastthingIwantedwastofightwith

siyaaboutwherehe'sbeen.

Siyawalkedtowardthebedandpulledthe

duvetoffandtosseditonthefloor

Ijustknewthenthathewasinthemoodto

argue,andididn'twanttoparticipate.

Him:getupweneedtotalk 



Me:mhmm 

Him:Rifiloe

Me:Siya,Ihavetobeupin3hours.Cantbedo

thissomeothertime 

Him:Idon'tcareaboutyourmeetings.Weneed

totalk

Idecidednottoargue,andjustdowhathe

says. 

Isatupandleanedmyheadontheheadboard

Me:I'mlistening 

Him:Iwanttoknowifyoustillwanttobe

marriedtome?

Me:Siya,whatkindofquestionisthat?

Him:it'sasimplequestion

Me:ifIdidn'twanttobewithyouIwould'veleft,



whenyoutoldmeaboutwhatyoudid 

Him:Ithinkyou'relyingtoyourself 

Me:butSi

Him:I'mnotdone

Iimmediatelykeptquite.Icouldjustfeelthat

Siyawasabouttosaysomethingthatwas

goingtoPisameoff

Him:Ithinkit'sbestImoveintooneofthe

sparebedrooms.

Ilookedathimconfused.Whywouldhewantto

stayinseparaterooms

Me:why

Him;becauseRifiloe,youcan'tevenstantto



havemetouchyou.Andidon'tknowhowI'm

expectedtobeokwiththat 

Me:soyou'resolutionisforyoutomoveinto

anotherbedroom

Him:yes 

Me:that'snothappening 

Him:sincewhendoyoulaythelawofwhat

happensinthishouse?Youknowwhatyour

problemis?It'sthatI'vebeentoosoftwithyou,

andthatmakesyouthinkyoucanplayallover

myhead.WellthatshitsabouttoChange.

Me:butSi

Him:whosaidIwasdone?

Tjo,nowthissideofSiya,Ihonestlyhated.Why

didhehavetobesomean

Him:sinceyou'renotwillingtoactlikemywife,



thenIdon'tseetheuseofussleepinginthe

samebedroom.

Me:whyareyoubeinglikethis

Him:howmustIbeRifiloe?Ye?Igiveyou

everything.Andyetitsneverenough.Whatever

youwantIgiveittoyou.Whenyousayjump

Siyamustsayhowhigh.Whenyouwanttosulk,

Ihavetorunaroundafteryoulikeaheadless

chicken.Ican'tfuckingtakeitanymore.

TobehonestSiyawasnowstartingtoreally

hurtmyfeelings.Hewasthenonewhowentoff

andruinedeverything,andnowwhenhehasto

facethecircumstanceshethrowsthebiggest

tantrumintheworld.

Me:sothisisall,becauseofsex?Youwantto



moveoutourbedroombecauseofsex?

Him:no.Iwanttomoveoutbecauseyou

haven'tforgivenme.Iwanttomoveout

becauseall,weeverspeakaboutismegiving

youtime.Despitemebeingpatientformore

than2months.I'veapologize.Ivepleaded,I've

doneeverythingyou'veaskedMetodo,butstill

youkeepbringingupJessicaeverychanceyou

get.It'ssodamannoying 

Me:butSiyadoyoublameme?Yousleptwith

herforheaven'ssake 

Him:Rifiloe,InevermadelovetoJessica.Not

ever.Ifuckedtheshitoutofher,andthatwasit.

Whycan'tyouunderstandthat

Me:becauseIwouldneverbringmyselfto

sleepwithanotherman,whilemarriedtoyou

Siya.Never.AndyetyougofuckJessica,after

wehadgottenmarried.Andthenyouexpectme

justtosithereandpretendthateverything's



alright?

Him:Ican'tkeepgoingroundincircleswithyou.

It'seitheryou'regoingtotrulymoveonfrom

thisandstartbeingmywife,oryouneedtoget

yourselfadivorcelawyer,becauseIsureashell

won'tlivelikethisformuchlonger

WhenSiyasaidthatIswear,Ifeltlikeabullet,

hadgonethroughmyheart.Idon'tunderstand

whathadgottenintohim.Everythingwasok,

andnowall,ofasuddenhewastalkingabout

divorcelawyers

Me:Siya,whereisthiscomingfromallofa

sudden?

Him:justmakeadecision,andletmeknow

Me:butSiya,Iaskedyoutocometocounselling

withme,sowecantryworkingthisout,butyou



didnevenbothertopitch

Him:counselling?Howiscounsellinggoingto

help?Theonlythingthat'sgoingtohelp,isif

youstarthumblingyourself.Insteadof

competingwithmetobethemanofthishouse.

Me:soyouwantmetoagreetoeverythingyou

say?Andnothaveanopinion?Becauseifthats

so,idontunderstandwhyyoumademeCEO

Him:theonethingyouforgetthatyouareCEO

attheoffice.Nothere.Hereyouareawife.A

submissivewife,anditstimeyoustartedacting

likeit

Icouldseenow,thatthiswasnolaughing

matter,Siyawasbeyondannoyed.Hehadnever

evermentioneddivorce,butherehewas



speakingaboutit.WasIreallythatbadawife

thatmyownhusbandhadtoremindmetobe

submissive? 

IhadhonestlythoughtSiyaandIwereok,but

nowIcouldseethatwewerenotevencloseto

believeok.InsteaditlookedlikeIwaspushing

himaway,andthatwasn'tmyintention.

AllIhadtodonowwastrymybesttofixthis

hugeassmessthatIhadcreated.

Istoodup,andsatonhislap,inmyfavourite

squatposition.

Him:don't 

Me:I'msorrybaby 

Him:noyou'renot 

Me:Iam... 



Him:Rifiloe,whydoIhavetobeharshforyou

torealisewhenyou'rewrong?Ihatehavingto

talktoyoulikethis,butsometimesitseemslike

theonlyway

Me:isaidimsorry 

Him:you'reactionswillhavetochange.I''ve

literallyhadenoughofthisbackandforth.Ijust

wantustomoveon 

Me:soyouseriouslywanttomoveToanother

bedroom.

Him:no,Iwasjusttryingtosoftenyour

stubbornheartabit

Me:don'teverplaylikethat 

Him;youknowIcouldneverleaveyou.Andthat

isthereasonwhyyouthinkyoucangetaway

withmurder. 

Me:you'renofair 

Him:butiwasseriousaboutyoubeingmore

humble.You'rehardheadednessisn'tcute.It's



actuallyannoying 

Me:okSiya,Igetthepoint 

Him:idontthinkyoudo

Me:(sigh)I'lltrybeinglessstubborn.Ipromise 

Him:howaboutbeingsubmissive 

Me:eish,butbabyyouknowhowopinionatedI

am.AndnowyouWantMenottoquestion

thingswhenI'muncomfortablewiththem 

Him;that'snotwhatImeanandyouknowit.All

IwantisforyoutorememberthatIamyour

husband.Iamtheheadofthisfamily,andwe

needtoworktogether,andmakedecisions

together.Youcan'tjustdecideyoudon'twant

childrenforthenextcoupleofyearswithout

talkingtome.Orthatyoudon'twantustobe

intimate.It'snothowthingswork

Me:Ihearyou.But 

Him:nobuts.Wewerebothwrong.Webothdid

thingsthathurttheother,butwecan'tmove



forwardifwe'reholdinggrudges.Webothneed

tomAkeanefforttomoveon. 

Me:you'reright.I'msorrybabe

Him:itsfine.Canwejustmoveonnow?

Me:ok

Him:good,nowyoucangotosleep 

Me:don'tyouwantto(clearsthroat)

Him:no,nottonight.Youneedtogetsome

sleep,youhaveanearlymorning 

Me:ok

Him:getIntobed,soIcancuddleyou

Me:soallisforgiven

Him:yaah,tillthenexttimeyoustartwithyour

shit.ButthequestionIshouldbeaskingyouis

ifyouarereadytotrulymoveon?

Me:IthinkIam 

Him:good



Ileanedinandgavehimsakiss.Icouldfeel

Siyagettingmoreandmoreturnedon.Iwon't

lieandsayJessicawasn'tinmymind,butihad

decidedthatIwasn'tgoingtoletherruinmy

marriage.ItwouldgiveLindatoomuch

satisfaction 

InsteadIwoulddomybesttobethekindof

wifethatSiyaneedsmetobe. 

Butthatdidntmeaniwasn'tgointogrillhim

aboutcominghomeat2am.Idontcarehow

madhewas,goingouttillthistimeofthe

morningwasn'tok,butthatworldhavetobea

discussionforanotherday
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Whenmyalarmclockwentoff,Ifeltlike



throwingitoutthewindow.Ihadonlygotten

about3hoursofsleep,andLordknowIneeded

more.ButunfortunatelyduetoSiya'snonsense,

Iwasupmostthenightarguing.

Iwashoweverrelivedwhenhetoldmetoget

intobedsothathecouldcuddleme,becauseI

knewthenthatwewouldn'tbehavingsex,and

wasamajorreleif,butatthesametimeitmade

mewonderwherehehadgoneandwhyhe

didn'twanttoaftergrillingmelikecrazy

Idecidedtoratherkeepquite,andmaybe

addressitlater,becausethelastthingIwanted

wasforustostartarguingagain.

IgotupandleftSiyainbed.There'snothing

moreannoyingthanhavingtowakeupwhile

yourmanisstillinbed.Itjustmademewantto



cancel,themeetingandgobacktobed,butme

beingme,icouldneverdothat.

Itookaquickshower,thenwenttogetdressed.

IDecidedtowearmyblackpeplumsuitdress,

withmyblackJimmychoopointedhills.Didmy

hairandmakeup,thenwenttogetmybag.

IknewIhadtogetoutofherebeforeSiyasaw

me,becauseIknewhewouldinsistonme

changing,becausemydresswasabitshort.

Withsiyaanythingoverthekneeisshort.Which

inmyopinionitwasn't.

AsIpickedupmylaptopbag,Isawsiyastaring

atme.

Him:morning 



Me:morning

Him:soyouleavewithoutsayinggoodbye 

Me;Iwasstillcomingtothat

Him:whoareyoumeetingwith?

Me:you'reChineseinvestors 

Him:babe

Me;I'mrunninglate.I'llseeyoulater

IwenttoGivehimakiss,andhepulledmeon

thebed.

Me;Siya,you'regoingtomakemelate

Siya,didn'tlisten,insteadheblushedhishand

againstmythighs

Him:isn'tyourdressabitshort 



Me:no

Hemovedhishandabithigher.Iknewwhere

hewasheadedandthatbothturnedmeonand

mademewanttorun.

Me:Siya,letgo.I'mgoingtobelate 

Him;theChinesearealwayslate 

Me;buti

Icouldn'tfinishmysentancebecauseSiya's

handwasgettingclosertomyspot,andthe

anticipationwaskillingme.

Insteadofme,gettingup,Iopenedmythighs

wider.Forsomereason,Iwantedhimtotouch

methere.



Him:Ithoughtyouweregoingtobelate 

Me:youknowIam 

Him:inthatcaseyoushouldgo 

Me:nottillyoufinishwhatyoustarted 

Him:(chuckels)I'llseeyoulater 

Me:sothisispayback 

Him:notreally,butidohavesomeplannedfor

youtonight 

Me:soundsfun 

Him:formemaybe,butnotsomuchforyou

Me:mxm

Siyaletgoofme,andistoodup.Iknewhewas

seriousabouttorturingmesexually,andI'llbe

honestandsayIlookforwardtoit.Iwasgoing

tohavetotrymovingforwarddespiteourcrazy

situation.BesidesIalsohadneeds,andihad

deprivedmyselfLonenough



Itookmylaptopandmyhandbag,andblew

Siyaakiss.

Him:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Ileftfeelingabitbetterthanlastnight.Iwas

stilluncomfortablewithafewthings,butiwas

hopingthatwithtime,Siyawouldtry

understandingthatweneedcounselling.

Despiteusmakingplansormovingforward,

WhathedidwithJessstilltormentsme,and

thewayhespeakssometimesbothersme,and

ithoughtmaybewithcounsellingIwouldbe

abletotrulymoveon.

WhenIarrivedattooffice,Andreahadalready

setupforourmorningmeeting.Everythingshe



hadlayedoutlookedamazing,especiallysincei

skippeddinnerandbreakfast.

Me:Andrea,thislooksmouthwatering. 

Her:I'mgladyoulikeit 

Me:whatTimdidyougetin

Her:ataround6am

Me:thankyou

Her:it'smypleasure 

Me:youshouldmaybetakehalfdayoff.Ican't

haveyouworkingfrom6am,to6pm

Her:Idon'tmind.IenjoywhatIdo

Me:Iunderstandthat,butyouneedtorest. 

Her:ok,I'llleaveat12::00 

Me:good.

Iwenttositatmydesk,andstartedwithmy



day,whileIwaitedfortheinvestorstoarrive

Siyawasright.Mymeetingonlystarted45min

laterthanscheduled.Despitethat,themeeting

wentwell. 

WewereplanningonhavinganofficeinBeijing,

andweneededthepeopleheretosignoffonit,

andafterseeingourreturnsforthepast5years,

theywerehappytoinvest.Igavethemthe

contract,andwescheduledanothermeeting

forustosign.

Theonlyproblemwastheywantedustobreak

groundinlessthanamonth,whichmeantwe

wouldhavetohavethesigning,inBeijing.

WhichIwasn'tsureSiyawouldbehappywith.

ButIwasn'tgoingtothinkaboutthatrightnow.

Iwastoohappywiththeoutcomeofmy

meeting.IwoulddealwithSiyalater.



AftermymeetingIwenttomdesktocarryon

withtherestofmyday.Istillhadalottoget

through,andiwantedtobehomebefore6pm.

Ataround1pm,IgotacallfromSiya.

Me:Ndhlovu 

Him:IloveitWhenyoucallmebymylast

name 

Me:what'sup

Him:howdidyourmeetinggo

Me:excellent 

Him:dotell, 

Me:theyagreedtothecontract 

Him:no

Me;yes



Him:youareamazing

Me:thanksbabe 

Him:weshouldcelebrate 

Me:oh,Iintendtotonight

Him:soundsexciting 

Me:itis 

Him:sowhattimeshouldibehome

Me:nolaterthan6pm

Him:illtry

Me:good. 

Him:letmegettotherealreasonforcalling 

Me:what'sup

Him:promisetotrykeepanopenmind 

Me:mhmmI'lltry

Him:soyouknowlastnightwhenIleft

Me:yah



Him:well,iactuallywenttotheoffice.

Me:ok, 

Him:andwhileIwasthereIdecidedtocallmy

mom

Me:hmm,

Him;Iwasjustsomad,Iendeduptellinghera

fewthings 

Me:thingslikewhat

Him:pleasedon'tbemad 

Me:ohGodSiya,pleasedon'ttellmeyoutold

you'remotheraboutoursexlife

Him:no,notthat,butprettymucheverything

else 

Me:shit

Him:don'tworryaboutit

Me:easyforyoutosay

Him:look,babe,Iwasmad,andijustneededto



speaktosomeone,andHlokeswasn't

answering,soIphonedmymotherpluswe

hadn'tspokenmuchsinceshewaslastinJHB

IwantedtoflippingswearatSiyasobadly.He

didn'trealisewhathehaddone.Hehad

basicallyjustinvitedthatwickedmotherofhis

backintoourlives,andnowgivenherallthe

ammunitionsheneededtohatemeevenmore

Me:sowhatwasyourmother'stakeonthings

Him:shetoldmetomanup,andstartwearin

thepantsinourrelationship 

Me:and 

Him:wellsheinsistswegoDowntoKZNfor

theweekend 

Me:siyaaa 

Him:comeonbabe,maybethiscanbethe



begginingofacleanslateforallofus 

Me:I'mnotsureaboutthis 

Him:canyouatleastthinkaboutit 

Me:ahmmok.I'llthinkaboutit

Him:thanksbabe

Me:Ineedtogetgoing. 

Him:enjoytherestofyourday 

Me;thanks

WhenIgotoffthephonewithsiyaIwondered

whattodo.ThelastthingIwantedwasto

spendtheweekendathismother's.Shehates

mesomuch,whatifshetriedtopoisonme?

Knowingsiya,iwouldbestuckwithvisitinghis

mother,whileheplayedlieutenant.Iknewnow

thattheonlywayoutofthiswastogivesiya

whathewants.Maybesomesexualreliefwill

helpchangehismind.



IpushedthethoughtofSiya'smotheraside,

andconserntratedonfinishingmywork.I

wantedtotrygetthrougheverythingsothatI

didn'tmakeitahabitofbringingworkhome.

ThelastthingIneedistobetoldthatI'mnota

CEOathomeagain

Ilefttheofficeat5:30pm.IwasgratefulthatI

didn'tlivetofarfromtheoffice,whichmeantI

didn'thavetositintraffic.

WhenIarrivedhome,IgreetedmanMartha,and

gaveherandthembithenightoff.Dinnerwas

alreadyprepared,soAllIhadtodowasdishup,

andcleanupafterwards.

ManMarthaleft,andiwenttolaythetable,I

dimmedthelightsandlitcandles,putonsome



music,thenwenttotakeaquickshower.Iknew

Siyawasprobablyonhiswayhome,soIdidn't

havetimetolayinthebath.

WhenIwasdone,Ilotionedmyselfandputon

myblackhardlytherelingerie.Iwantedtotry

andpreparemymindforwhatwastocome,

andmaybeifIhadonsomethingsexy,itwould

helpgetmeinthemood.

Ilookedmyselfinthemirror,andknewsiya

wouldlovehowilooked.Iputonmyrobeand

wenttowaitintheloungeforsiyatocome

home

Ilookedatthetimeandsawitwasalready

18:45.Iwantedtophonehimandaskwherehe

was,butdecidedtorathertakeapictureof

myselfinthelingierandsendittohim.Maybe



thatwouldgethimherefaster.

BythetimeSiyaarrivedIhadslreadyhad2

glassesofwine,whichhadhelpedcalmmy

nerves.

Isawhimcomingthroughthedriveway.SoI

undidmyrobe,andsatonthekitchencounter.

WhenSiyawalkedinhewasonhisphone.He

nearlywalkedpassedmebecauseIhad

dimmedthelight.SoIclearedmythroattoget

hisattention.

Helookedoveratme,andfroze.Hedropped

thecallandcametostandinfrontofme.

Me:welcomehome 



Him;I'msorryI'mlate 

Me:don'tworryaboutthat

Him:goshyoulookgood

Me:I'mgladyoulikeit,butithinkit'stimeit

cameoff 

Him:Icouldn'tagreewithyoumore

Itookonelastsipofmywine

Him:weshouldtakethistothebedroom

Me:I'vegiveneveryonethenightoff 

Him:Ilinkthewayyouthink

Me:nowstopfaffingandkissyou'rewife

SiyamovedcloserandIspreadmylegs,sohe

couldstandbetweenthem.Heleanedinand

startedkissingme.



Hekissedmesoslowandtenderly,Itreminded

meofthefirsttimehekissedme.Heundidmy

bra,whileIunbuttonedhisshirt.

Whenhewasdonewithmybra,hebrokeour

kissandtookastepback

Me:what 

Him:areyousureaboutthis 

Me:yes. 

Him:I'mseriousbabe.Areyousureyouare

readytodothis?

Me:Siyai'mfine. 

Him:tellmeifyouwantmetostop

Me:Iwill



Itookoffhisshirt,andthenmovedtohisbelt,

allthewhilewithhimkissingmyneck,and

playingwithmynipples. 

ButthenSiyasteppedback.

Ididn'thearhisphoneRinging,Ithinkitwason

vibrate.BecauseIjustsawhimpullitouthis

pantspocket

Me:leaveit

Him:it'stheforce.Ihavetoanswer

Heansweredanditookanothersipofmywine.

IjustknewbythepanickedlookonSiya'sface,

thatitwasJessica,butifoughteverythingin

menottoslaphim.



InsteadIgotoffthecounter,andwenttofetch

mygown.Iknowit'sstupid,butikindoffelta

bitexposed.

Iputonmygown,andwenttoputmybrainthe

Laundryroom.

WhenIwentbacktothekitchen,Siyawasfully

dressed,andwasshoutingordersoverthe

phone.

Helookedatmeandmouthedsorry,thengave

meakissonthecheekandtookhiskeys,and

left.

IfiguredwhateverJessicacalledaboutwas

workrelatedbutitdidn'tmakemefeelany

better.Iputthelightsbackon,andputputthe

candlesout.Idishedupformyself,andnotSiya,



becauseIcouldtellhewasn'tgoingtobehome

anytimesoon.

Aftereating,Iwashedthedishesandputaway

thefoodincontainers,thenwenttomyroom.

Therewasnousewaitingupforsomeonewho

mightnotevenbecominghomebefore

midnight,soIputonofhisshirts,andgotInto

bed.

Itriedcallinghim,andwassurprisedwhenhe

answered

Him:baby

Me:hey.Youleftinsucharush,Ijustwantedto

makesurethingswereok

Him:wehaveabitofasituationherebutI'llsort

itout



me:doyouwantmetobringyoudinner?

Him:nothankslove.Imflyingtocapetown.I

shouldbebackbeforeyouleaveforwork

Me:(sigh)ok,youbesafe,I'llseeyouwhenyou

gethome

Him:younotmadatme

Me:notreally 

Him:thankyoubaby.AndI'msorryIleftafterall

theeffortyouputin 

Me:it'sfineSiya,justfinishwhatyou'redoing

andcomehome.Thebedscoldwithoutyou 

Him:illbethereassoonasIcan 

Me:ok,byebabe

Him:bye

Iputdownthecall,andthoughtabout

everything.Myheadwastellingmyhearttonot

readintothing,butmyheartwasnthavingany



ofit.Iknowisaidtosuyaiwasntmad,buttobe

honestiwasannoyedasfuck.Ihatedthefact

thatsiyahadtostillworkwiththattroll,but

therrwasnousebeingmad,becausetherewas

nothingicoulddo.Iguessthesewerethethings

I'dhavetoface,sinceiwastheonewho

decidedtostay.Ijustprayedthatmydecision

tostaywouldn'tresultinmebeingleftwitha

brokenheart.
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WhenIwokeupthefollowingmorningSiya

wasn'tinbed.Hissideofthebedwaspretty

muchthesameaslastnight,soIknewhe

hadn'tcomehome. 

Iunderstoodthathehadajob,andthathewas

someonereallyimportant,butIstill,thinkhe



should'vecalledtoletmeknowhewasn't

cominghomeatall.

Igotupand,madethebed,thenopenedthe

Windowstogetsomefreshair.Isatonthebed

andtriedcallingSiya,buthisphonejustrang

andwenttovoicemail.Ifiguredhewaseither

onthewaybackorasleepwhereverhewas.

Iwenttothebathroomandtookashower,then

wenttotheclosettopickoutsomethingto

wear.Ididn'thaveanymeetingssoIdecidedto

wearanavyabovethekneepencilskirt,anda

babyblueformalshirt,withmynavyplatform

pumps.

Itiedupmyhair,anddidmymakeup,thenwent

upstairstohavebreakfast.Ihadoatswithabit

ofhoneyandbananas,thentookmybagsand



left.

IdecidedtousemyAudiinsteadofthesports

cartoday.Iwantedtofeelmorelikemyoldself

today.SomehowIkindofmissedmyoldlife.

Whereitwasjustme,andnoother

complications.WhoknewthatayearlaterI'dbe

marriedtothiscrazyman,withacrazyjob?

WhenIarrivedattheoffice,Andreahadputthe

reportsfromourcompanylawyersonmydesk.

Ihadaskedhertogetourlegalteamtogetme

reportsontheChineseinvestors.Ijustwanted

tomakesurethatwehadallthelegaldocsin

orderbeforesigning. 

Idecidedtomakemyselfacupofcoffeebefore

Idugintothereports.

ItriedSiyaonemoretime,andstillhisphone

rangandwenttovoicemail.Hedidhowever



sendmeatextsayinghewasbusy,andwould

callmebackwhenhehadamoment.

Idecidedtolethimbe.Iknowwhateverhewas

doingwasprobablyreallyimportantandhe

neededmetobesupportiveinsteadofnagging

him.MaybewithtimeIwouldlearntotrulybe

okwithhimspendingsomuchtimeawayfrom

home.Astheysaypracticemakesperfect.

WhenIstartedreadingthereports,Iasked

Andreatoholdallmycalls,andIputmyphone

onsilent.ThelastthingIwantedtodowasto

notconcentrate,andmessupthisdeal.

AsIkeptreadingthereports,somethingstarted

botheringme.Therewassomethingaboutthe

waythereportswerewrittenthatseemed

familiar.



WhenIturnedthepagetowherethefigures

were,Ijustknewwhohadwrittenit.There's

onlyonepersonIknewwhowassospecificin

theirwordingandnumberingandthatperson

wasSizwe

Ihadn'theardorseenSizwesinceheshotme

(bymistake).IknowwhenIaskedSiyaaboutit

hekepttellingmehecouldn'ttalkaboutit.

IcalledAndreaintomyoffice.Iftherewas

anyonewhokneweveryonearoundhereitwas

her.

Sheknocked,andItoldhertocomein

Her:youcalledforme?



Me:yes.Ijusthaveaquestionaboutthereports

yougaveme

Her:ok

Me:doyouknowwhocompiledthereport?

Her:issomethingwrong?

Me:notreally,Ijustneedtoknowwhosignedit

off

Her:itwould'vebeensignedoffbyourheadof

legal

Me:andthatis 

HerhisnameisSizweKhumaloIthink 

Me:Iknewit

Her:iseverythingok

Me:yes..Andthelegaldepartmentisonthe7th

floor?

Heryes

Me:getSizweintomyofficeasap 



Her:yesmam 

Andreagotuptoleave. 

Me:andonemorething,pleasecall,meRifiloe.

Thiswholemamthingmakesmefeelold 

Her:yesmam.ImeanRifiloe 

Me:thankyou.

Andrealeft,andIstartedfeelinganxious.Idon't

understandwhySiyawouldn'ttellmeabout

SizweworkingforNdhlovuCorp.Ijusthoped

thathedidn'tplaceSizweheretospyonme,

becausewehadagreedwewouldkeepsecurity

toaminimum.Ididn'twantguardsallaround

me.

Ifeltlikethatjustdrewmoreattentiontome,

andIdidn'tlikeit.Pluswealreadyhadguards

guardingourhouseandtheoffice.I'mpretty

surenoonewouldbeabletogettobe.Evenif



theywantedto.

AsIwasthinkingaboutthewholeSizwething,

someoneknockedonmydoor.Itoldwhoeverit

wastocomein,andtherestoodSizwe.I

couldn'tbelievehowrightmyinstinctwere.

Iknowoughttobemadathimforthestupid

stuntthathepulled,butatthesametimeIwas

relievedhewasalive,andlookingwell.He

lookedmorelikehimself.

Him:Hi 

Me:Hi.ComeinandClosethedoorbehindyou 

SizwedidasIasked,andsatonthechair

oppositeme

Me:howareyou 

Him:I'mwell.



Me:Itsweirdseeingyouhere

Him;tellmeaboutit.

Me;howlonghaveyoubeenworkinghere 

Him:about5months 

Me:soaftertheshooting 

Him:(sigh)yes

Me:I'mgladyou'reok

Him;I'msorryaboutwhathappened.Itwasn't

myintention.Italljusthappenedsoquickly.I

wasn'tthinkingstraight 

Me:forgetaboutallofthat.I'mjustgladyou’re

ok.ButIammadatyoufornotreachingout

afterwards 

Him:Ghosttoldmetostayawayfromyou.I

didn'twanttopisshimoff,afterhehadbeen

theonetohelpmeoutofthewholegangster

shit 

Me:soyou'reworkinghereasalawyerfulltime?



Him:yes 

Me:Siyadidn'thireyoutokeepaneyeonme 

Him:no,butifthatwasthecaseIwouldn'ttell

youanyway

Me:nicetoseewhereyou'reloyaltieslie

Him:(chuckles)youknowdeepdownI'llalways

protectyou.Sonomatterweatherghosthired

meornot.Youareandwillalwaysbefriend

Me;Thenwhydidn'tyoutellmeaboutallthis

shit?

Him:Rifiloe,Iwasinvolvedwithpeoplewho

werehuntingghostandbullet.Itwasmyjobto

getclosetoyou,butIquicklyrealizedthatyou

knewnothingaboutthislife.Ididn’twanttobe

theonetochangethat.Ijustwantedtobe

you’refriendandforgetaboutthewhole

assignmentthing

Me:butSizwewewerefriends.Isharedso

muchwithyou.YouwerelikethebrotherInever



had.Ithoughtyoufeltthesame 

Him:IstilldoRifiloe. 

Me:soyouandSiyaarecoolnow

Him:yaah,IgavehimalltheinfoIhad,in

exchangeformyfreedom.Iwantedoutofthe

gangworld,andheensuredIgotout

Me:I'mgladyou'reout 

Him:Itsactuallyallthankstoyou.IfGhost

didn’tloveyouasmuchashedid.I’dbedeadby

now.Hespecificallytoldmethathewas

helpingme,becauseofyou

Me;well,I’mgladhedid

Him;I’mgladtoseeyouhappy 

Me;thanks

Istoodup,andwenttoGiveSizweahug.Iknow

hemessedup,butSizwewasmyfriend,andI

wasgladhewasbacktohisnormalself.



Him:stopbeingsuchacrybaby.Ithoughtyou

beingmarriedtoghostwouldtoughenyouupa

bit

Me:mxm.Youowemedrinks

Him:yousurethat'sagoodidea?

Me:yes.Don’tworryaboutSiya.I'llhandlehim

Him:Iseeyou'vegothimwrappedaroundyour

finger 

Me:Iwish.Ithinkit'stheotherwayaround 

Him:letmeknowwhenandwhere,andI'llbe

there

Me:cool

IgaveSizweanotherhug,andheleft.

Isatbackdownfeelingabitbetter.Thefact



thatSiyahadhelpedSizweprovedhewasn'tall

bad.InfactIthinkitmademelovehimeven

more.

Icarriedonwiththereportsthroughouttheday.

Bythetimeitwastimetogohome.Ihad

proofreadallofthemandwasgladthat

everythingwasinorder.

WhenIarrivedhome,IsawSiya'scarparkedin

thegarage,Iwasrelivedhewashome.Itwould

benicetohavedinnerwithhimandjustcatch

up.

IfirstwenttothekitchentogreetmamMartha,

thenIwenttoourbedroom.Ineededanicehot

shower,andhopefullySiyawouldjoinme.

WhenIgottoourroomSiyawassittinginbed,



withhislaptoponhislap.Ican'tsayI'm

surprised.Idon'tknowanyonewhoworksas

muchashedoes.

Me:Hibaby

Him:Hì

Me:Whendidyougetback?

Him:Ifyouhadbotheredtoansweryourphone,

youwould'veknownIwasbackawhileago 

Me:hawbaby.Iwasbusywiththelegalreports

fortheBeijingdeal,ItotallyforgotthatIhadput

myphoneinsilence

Him:didn'tAndreagiveyoumymessages

Me:no.Itoldherdidn'twanttobedisturbed. 

Him:mhmm

Iputmylaptopandhandbagaway,andtookoff

myclothesandputtheminthelaundrybasket,



thenwrappedatowelaroundmyself.

IlookedandSiya,andsawhewaspouting.

Goshhecanbesuchababyattimes.Ijust

knewhewantedattentionandformetotellhim

howsorryIamthatIdidn’tanswerhiscalls

BlahBlahBlah

Iwentovertohim,andpickedhislaptopoffhis

lap,andputitaside.

ThenIsatonhislapinsquatpositionfacing

him

Me:whyyoupouting?

Him;I’mnotpouting 

Me;babyYou’repouting.TellmewhatIcando

tomakeitbetter 



Him;Rifiloe,I’mnotOlwetho 

Me;doyouwantmetokissitbetter 

Him;(Chuckles)youareannoyingyaz

Me;illtakethatasayes

Ileanedinandtracedkissesfromhisneck,all

thewaytohislips.

Thenstopped,justashewasenjoyingit.

Me;better? 

Him;notquite

Me;wantanotherkiss 

Him;mhmm

Ileanedinagain,andstartedkissinghim.This

timeIcouldfeelthathehadletgoofhismood,



andwasenjoyinghimself.

Iwastemptedtostop,justtopisshimoff,butI

wasenjoyingmyselftoomuch.

Iprayedthathisphonewouldn’tdisturbus,

becauseIswearIwouldn’tbecalmifitdid.I

wasinthemood,andI’dbedamnedifIdidn’t

getmylovingbecauseofhisjob.

Siya,undidmytowel,andstartedplayingwith

mynipples.Iguessitwasconvenient,thatIwas

nakedunderneathmytowel,becausebythe

waythingswereprogressingitwouldn’tbetoo

longnow.

Ihelpedhimouthist-shirt,andstartedundoing

hisbelt.Thingsweregettinghotterbythe

minute.SiyaIusuallymadeloveinaslowand



tenderpace,buttodaywasdifferent.

Itwashotandsteamy,allIwantedwastofeel

himinme,andheknewit. 

Heshimmiedouthispants,andthrusted

himselfintome,thenstilled.

Myheartwasbeatingsofast,andthefullness

wasabittight.Iwasgladhehastilled,because

Ineededthemoment,justtogetusedtothe

fullness.Imeanithadbeenover2months

sincewehaddonethis,somybodyneededto

readjust.

Siyawasstaringatmewiththoselustfuleyes

thatdrovemeinsane.

Ididn’twanttowaitanymore,soIstarted



moving.Siyamatchedmypace.Idon’tknowif

itwasmebeingontop,orhimspankingme,but

allIcamesohard,thatmybodystarted

shacking.

Siyadidn’tlastmuchlonger,andIjustcollapsed

ontohischest. 

Him;damn

Me;yaah

Him;wannagoagain?

Me;hellyah

Him;Illraceyoutotheshower 

Me;givemeasectocatchmybreath.

IslowlygotoffofSiya,andusedthetowelto

cleanmyselfup. 

Hestoodup,andwewenttotheshower.



Wemadeloveintheshower,andthenonthe

bathroomfloor.

Afterthe3rdroundIcouldn’tgoanymore.Its

wasasthoughSiyawaspunishingmefor

keepinghimwaitingfor2months,butinmy

opinionitwasworththewait.Atleasttherewas

notraceofJessicainmymind,andhopefully

nowwewouldfinallybeabletomoveon
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Siyapickedmeup,offthebathroomfloorand

putmeonthebed. 

TosayIwastiredwasanunderstatement.



HehadliterallyusedupalltheenergythatIhad

leftfortheday.Ilookedathimandhewas

grinningatme

Me;whatareyougrinningabout 

Him;Ilikelookingatyouwhenwe’vejustmade

love. 

Me;that’screepy 

Him;why?Youalwayshavesomeglowthing

goingon

Me;glow?Areyouserious?Incaseyouhaven’t

noticed,I’mflippingexhausted.Myhairisa

messandiprobablylooklikeamonster 

Him;thatmeansIdidagoodjob 

Me;Yousureashelldid.ButnowIthinkIneed

anicebackformynunu 

Him;Rifiloe,whywouldyouneedanicepack? 

Me;I’mswollenthat’swhy.Whowouldn’tbe



after3consecutiverounds? 

Him;Ihadacaseofblueballsbabe.Whatdid

youexpect? 

Me;youlovetoexaggeratene

Him;Icankissyournunubetterifyoulike 

Me;hellno.Onceyougodownthereweboth

knowwhathappensafterwards 

Him;(chuckles)Idon’tthinkIcouldeverget

enoughofyou

Me;Ishouldhopenot 

Him;weshouldgohavedinner 

Me;Idon’twanttowalk 

Him;sohowareyougoingtoeat 

Me;can’twehavedinnerhere 

Him;wecan.Butwho’sgoingtobringthefood

up 



Me;you

Him;yazyouarespoilt 

Me;youspoiltme.Plusbabywhenthelasttime

youboughtmefoodinbedwas 

Him;never 

Me;(giggles)thatisnothingtobeproudof 

Him;zulumendon’tdoalltheseromanticwhat

what’s

Me;butyou’remyZuluman,andIloveitwhen

youdoallthosethings 

Him;don’tutterawordofthistoanyone

Me;Iwont 

Him;ok,illgofetchdinner

Me;don’tputanythingon

Him;youwantmetowalkdownstairsbutnaked?

Me;yes.Ilikelookingatyou’rebutt

Him;nothappening.WhatwillmamMartha



thinkye? 

Me;she’sretiredforthenight 

Him;haaRifiloe.Ngeke

Siyagotupshakinghishead,heputonhis

shortsandwentdownstairstogetusdinner.

Idecidedtoputonhist-shirt,becauseitwasa

bitchilly.IAsIwasputtingonSiya’sshirt,I

noticedthathisphonewasinthefrontpocket.

I’mnotreallyonetosnoop,butapartofmejust

wantedtoreassuremyself.SoItookhisphone

inmyhandandwenttohismessages. 

Isawafewmessagesfromhismother,and

thereweresomefromJessica.

Itoldmyselfnottoopenthem,butmyheart



wantedtomakesurethatnothingwasgoingon

betweenthem.

Oneread

***Iknowyousaidyouregretwhathappened.

***** 

ButIjustcan’tseemtogetoverthatnight

Pleasethinkaboutmyoffer

Siya’sresponsewas

***I'mnottellingyouthisagain.What

happenedwasamistake**** 

Ilovemywife.Andthatwillneverchange.So

takeyouoffer 

Andstuffit.



Her

******webothknowshewillnevertrulymake

youhappy.*****

Don’texpectmetostopwhatI’mdoing.What

wesharedwasspecialandnothingyousaywill

changethat.

Him;

*****JessI’vetoldyouoverandoveragain,that

I’mnotinterested

Doyourselfafavorandstopwiththisbullshit.

JessI’mserious, 

Otherwiseyouleavemenochoice

Seeingthesemessagesmademewantto

fuckingkillthisJessicachick.Shespecifically



saidallshewantedwastohelpLinda,andnow

shewantedSiyaforherself.Iswearthismade

mewanttokillher.Butnowwasn’tthetimeto

bepissed,insteadIhadtomakesurethatSiya

stucktohiswordaboutnotbeinginterested.

Nxa

IheardSiyaapproaching,soIlockedhisphone

andputitunderthebed.IfheaskedmeI’dsay

itprobablyfellwhenItookhisshirtoff. 

Iquicklygotbackontothebedandputonthe

TV.

Siyacameincarryingatray.Withourfoodonit.

Istooduptohelphim,thensatonthebedand

startedeating

Icouldn'tlookatSiyaintheeyes.Ikindoffelt

badforwhatIhaddone,butatleastmyheart



wasatpeaceknowinghewasn’tina

relationshipwithher.AllIhadtodonowwas

figureoutawayonhowtodealwithJessica.I

wassickofthesebitchesmessingwithme.

Theywereallsousedtomebeingquite,and

sweet,butnowitwastimeIthoughtthisonea

lesson.MaybethentheywouldknowImean

business.Nxa,Ididn’targueandfightwithSiya,

justsosomerandomchickcoulddigtheir

clawsintohim.

Him;whatareyouthinkingabout 

Me;nothingbabe 

Him;youseemlikeyou’refaraway 

Me;I’mjusthappythatthingsbetweenusarea

lotlesstense

Him;thepowerofmakeupsex

Irolledmyeyesathimandcarriedoneating.



Afterdinner,Itookourplatestothekitchen,and

cleanedupabit,becauseSiyahadmadea

messwhiledishingup.ThenIwentbacktoour

room. 

Ifoundlookingaround,andIjustknewhewas

lookingforhisphone.

Him;babehaveyouseenmyphone?

Me;nolove

Iwenttobrushmyteeth,andwhenIgotback

hehadthephoneinhishand.

Me;youfoundit 

Him;yah,must’vefallenunderthebed

Me;mhmm 

Him;come.Weshouldgetsomesleep



Igotintobed,andcuddleswithSiya.

Me;babe 

Him;Yes

Me;canImakeasuggestion

Him;ok

Me;I’mnotquitecomfortablewiththefactthat

youdidn’tsleephomelastnight

Him;butbabeIwasworking 

Me;Iknowthat.ButIjustneedustofindaway

toaccommodateeachother 

Him;I’mlistening 

Me;Ineedtohaveyourschedule.SoIkindof

knowwhereyouare,sothatevenwhenyou

can’ttalk.I’llknowyou’reinCTorwherever.

Andyoucanhavemyschedule,soyouknow

whoI’mmeetingwithandwhere 

Him;wecandothat,butwhathappenedlast



nightwaslastminute.Itsnotsomethingthat

wasplanned. 

Me;whatexactlyhappened 

him;oneoftheagentsfortheOPSgroupin

Miami,wascaptured. 

Me;oh 

Him;whatdidyouthinkIwasdoing 

Me;Ididn’tthinkanything.Iwasjust

uncomfortablebecauseIcouldn’tgetholdof

you 

Him;Babe,thewholesituationdieddownat

around10am.Iwasonmyjetby11:00am,and

arrivedhereataround13:30pm.Ifyoucheck

yourphone,you’llseeItextedyouwhenIleft,

andIcalledyouwhenIlanded.Ieventried

you’reofficeline,butallyourcallswerediverted

toAndrea.SoIleftmessageswithher 

Me;Iknowthatbabe.Butit’sjustnow

comfortablesleepingalone,whileyou’re



unreachable

Him;illmakeadealwithyou 

Me;what 

Him;I’llgetmyPAtocombineourdiaries,that

waywehaveaccesstowhatevertheotheris

doing.andifI’munavailableandit’snotinmy

diaryIwillgethertomailyoumywhereabouts

orwhenI’llbeavailable 

Me;soundsfair 

Him;I’llgetontoitfirstthing 

Me;thanksbabe

Him;youknowIloveyouright 

me;yaah,Ido 

Him;don’teverdoubtthat.Nomatterwhat

we’regoingthrough. 

Me;I’lltry 

Him;good.Nowgivemeakissgoodnight.I’ve

gotanearlymorning



IgaveSiyaakissgoodnight,andpretendedto

sleep.NowthatIhadsortedoutSiya,Ineeded

tosortoutthisJessicachick.ButfirstIneeded

Siyatobefastasleep.

WhenIwas100%surethathewasasleep,Igot

up,andtookmycellphonewithmetothe

lounge.

Therewasonlyonepersonwhocouldhelpme

withtheinfothatIneededandthatpersonwas

Nails

Idiallednails,andhepickeduponthe2ndring

Him;bosslady 

Me;nailsHi.Howyoudoing 



Him;wellthankyou.

Me;I’msorrytobecallingyouonyourpersonal

mobile.ButIneedafavor 

Him;I’mallears 

Me;butfirstyouhavetopromisemethatyou

sayawordaboutthistoanyone 

Him;notevenGhost 

Me;especiallynotGhost 

Him;(sigh)Icantpromiseyouthat 

Me;Pleasenails.Itsimportant.Itwillmeanalot

tome.Please 

Him;IhopeIwontregretthis 

Me;youwont.Ipromise 

Him;ok,letshearit 

Me;Ineedyoutogetmeabackgroundsearch

onsomeone 

Him;who?



Me;Jessica 

Him;Jess, 

Me;yaah 

Him;why 

Me;Ican’tsay,butIneedit 

Him;whatexactinformationdoyouneedon

her 

Me;everything

Him;damn.Whathasshedonetoyou?

Me;youdon’twanttoknow 

Him;I’llgetontoit.ButifGhostfindsout,Iwant

nopartinit 

Me;hewon’tknow 

Him;ok.GivemeadayortwoandI’llhavethe

detailstoyou 

Me;thankyou



Iputthephonedownandsmiled.Ineededto

knowalltherewastoknowaboutthisJessica

Chick.BeforeIcameupwithaplan.

Iputmyphoneonsilentandwentbacktobed.

TomorrowIwouldstartdiggingupsomeinfo

onLinda.ShewastheonewhoboughtJessica

intomylife,soifIwasgoingtostopthissnake,

IwouldhavetomakesurethatLindawasalso

putinplace.

Itwasclearthatshedidn’tlearnherlessonthe

firsttime,sonowitwastimeImadesureshe

wouldnevertryanythingagain.Thistime

aroundIwasn’tgoingtobesoforgiving.If

Lindawantedroundtwo.Shehadbettermake

sureshewasready.
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IwokeupthefollowingmorningwithSiya

wrappedaroundme.IhavenoideahowIfall

asleepinthishotweatherwithhimwrapped

aroundmelikethis.

Me;siyamaanmoveover 

Him;mhmm 

Me;didnyousayyouhadanearlymorning?Its

already7:30am 

Him;Shit

Siya,jumpedoutofbed,andwenttoshower.I

figuredbyhisresponsehewaslate.

Igotup,madethebedandtookourlaundryto

thelaundryroom,thenIwenttoJoinSiyainthe



shower

Me;forsomeonewho’slateyou’retaking

foreverintheshower 

Him;Iwashopingyouwouldjoinme

Me;well,hereIam.Butaren’tyougoingtobe

late?

Him;maybe,butIamthebossafterall

Ileanedinandstartedkissinghim.Thenone

thingledtoanother. 

Whenweweredone,wewashedupagain,then

wenttogetdressed.

SiyaworehisbeigesuitwithawhiteshirtandI

woremyblackformaljumpsuit,withmyblack

heels



Him;youlooksexy 

Me;thanksbabe 

Him;notsureIlikeyougoingtotheoffice

lookinglikethat 

Me;Siya

Him;I’mjustsaying.Especiallythewayitshows

offyou’recurves

Siyacameandstoodbehindmeandspanked

me

Me;behave 

Him;How?WhenIhavethemostbeautifulwife

intheworld 

Me;what’swithallthecompliments? 

Him;can’tIjustadmiremywife



Iturnedaround,andputmyarmsaroundhis

neck

Me;ofcourseyoucan 

Him;whenyoulookatmelikethis,itmakesme

wanttostayinbed 

Me;well,you’retheboss.Whydon’tyou

Him;mhhmtempting 

Me;myscheduleisopenfortoday 

Him;damn 

Me;offergoingonce,twice 

Him;sold. 

Me;youserious?

Him;yaah,but

Me;offerexpiredat“but”

Him;makeituptometonight 



Me;ok

Igavehimakiss,andthankedmyluckystarshe

didn’ttakemeuponmyoffer,becauseIwanted

togetmyplaninmotion. 

Siyaleft,andIstayedtohavebreakfast,then

wenttotheoffice.

WhenIarrived,IaskedAndreatosendSizweto

myofficeandtoholdmycalls.UnlessifitsSiya.

ThelastthingIneedisformetomisshiscalls

again,andhavehimbreathingdownmyneck

aboutit.

SizwearrivedasIwasbusyonLinda’s

Facebookpage

Me;pleaseclosethedoorbehindyou



Sizwecomplied,thensatoppositeme 

Me;Ineedyourhelp 

Him;what’sup 

Me;Ineedagun

SizwelookedatmelikeIwascrazy

Him;you’rejokingright 

Me;no 

Him;Rifiloe,whythehellwouldyouneedagun 

Me;justincaseIneedone.Youneverknow

withthelineofworkSiyaisin.Imightneedto

protectmyself 

Him;sowhyaren’tyouaskingyourhusbandfor

one 

Me;becausewebothknowhewouldn’tallowit 

Him;andwhatmakesyouthinkIwould 



Me;becauseyou’remyfriend 

Him;Rifiloe,thisisn’tagoodidea.Believeme 

Me;pleaseSizwe.You’retheonlyonewhocan

helpme 

Him;tellmewhyyouactuallyneedit.AndI

wantthetruth

Me;weshoulddiscussthisoverlunch.There’s

toomuchtotell 

Him;1pm,mythos?

Me;sharp 

Sizwestoodupshakinghisheadatme.It’s

funnyhowallthemeninmylifeareforever

shakingtheirheadsatme.nxa 

WhenSizweleft,Iconcentratedonmywork.I

sentSiyaasmstellinghimIwasgoingtolunch

withSizwe,sincewehadn’tmergedourdiaries

asyet.Asexpectedhephonedalmost

immediately



Me;Ndhlovu 

Him;soyou’veseenSizwe 

Me;yes 

Him;when 

Me;yesterday

Him;whydidn’tyousayanything 

Me;ifIremembercorrectlyyouwerepouting,

soIdidn’tquitegetamomenttodiscussSizwe

withyou.Becauseafterthepoutingcame

desert.

Him;soyou’regoingtolunchwithhim?

Me;yes 

Him;Rifiloe,I’mnotexactlycomfortablewith

youbeingclosetohimagain 

Me;baby,please

Him;ononecondition



Me;what 

Him;oneoftheguardsaccompaniesyou

IwantedtotellSiyatojump,butdecided

againstit. 

Me;aslongastheguarddoesn’tstandtoo

closetous 

Him;fine

Me;deal 

Him;Illseeyoulater 

Me;ok.Loveyou

Him;IfonlyyouknewhowmuchIlovedyou 

Me;IthinkIhaveanidea

Him;beforeIforget.I’mgoingtobehomelate

Me;howlate 

Him;notsure. 

Me;ok,illletmamMarthaknownottoprepare



dinner 

Him;whatwillyoueat 

Me;illgetapizzaonmywayhome 

Him;aren’tyouonadiet 

me;Siya,shutupandgobacktowork 

Him;(chuckles) 

Me;itsnotfunny

AsIwasstilltalkingtoSiya,Icouldhearthere

wasanothercallcomingin.WhenIlookedat

thecallerID,Isawthatitwashismother

Me;you’remotherscalling 

Him;oh.Ijustspoketoher 

Me;babe,Idon’tknowifIwanttoanswer 

Him;Rifiloe.She’smymother.You’regoingto

needtohavesomesortofrelationshipwithher 



Me;butbabe,shehatesme 

Him;that’salittleextreme 

Me;Siya,haveyouforgottenwhatshedidand

saidaboutme

Him;that’salllastyear.Its2016babe.Youneed

tomoveon. 

Me;mhhhhmm

Him;baby,there’snothingmorethatIwantthen

toseethetwomostimportantwomaninmylife

gettingalong.Plussoonwe’llbehavingour

traditionalwedding.Mymotherisgoingtobe

theonehelpingyougeteverythinginorder.It’s

onlyrightthatyougetalong

Me;Ithoughtwewouldjustgetawedding

planner 

Him;baby,it’satraditionalwedding.Whywould

weneedaweddingplanner?

Me;babyhle 



Him;Rifiloe,justtry.That’sallIask 

Me;(sigh)fine 

Him;that’smygirl 

Me;putthephonedownsoIcancallherback 

Him;okloveyou 

Me;mhmm

Icutthecallandputmyheadonthetable.The

lastthingIwantedwastodealwithSiya’s

mother.Especiallysinceshehatedme,but

nonethelessIcalledherback.

Her;makoti

Irolledmyeyesbecause,Iknewshewasjust

pretending



Me;HiMa 

Her;howareyoudear?

Me;I’mgoodma,andyou 

Her;haaimykneesarejustgettingworsebythe

dayyaz 

Me;sorrytohearthat

Her;Ihearyoudon’twanttocomevisitmefor

theweekend

shit.Ididn’tthinkSiyawouldtellhismotherI

didn’twanttoseeher.Mencanbesostupid

Me;Ma,Idon’twanttoinconvenienceyouin

yourhome. 

Her;don’tbesilly.Idlovetohaveyouover 

Me;ahhmma,itsjustthat 

Her;lalela.Iknowyoudon’twanttocome



becauseofwhathappenedthelasttimeIcame

tovisit.ButIcanseethatIwaswrongabout

you.Siyabongahasneverbeenthishappy.Not

evenwiththatwhorenamedLinda

Tjo,thatwasunexpected.Ididn’tknow

wheathershewasseriousofifshewasjust

tryingtosoftenmeup

Her;phelaSiyabongatoldmeaboutLinda

fallingpregnant,bythatHlokesguy.Haai,

Makoti,Icouldn’tbelieveit.Allthistimeshe

wastellingmeitsSiya’schild

Me;askiesma

Her;youknowIwassoangrywhenSiyabonga

toldme,soIwenttoherhouse,andshe

confessedeverything.Sheeventoldmeitwas



youwhoconnectedthedots.Justimagine

Me;yaahne

Her;ItoldherrightthereandthenthatIwant

nothingmoretodowithher. 

Me;sorrytohearthatma,Iknowhowmuchyou

lovedher 

Her;Idon’tcareabouther.NowallIneedto

worryaboutiswelcomingmyMakotitothe

Ndhlovuhome.

Me;oh 

Her;yes.YouarethewomanforSiya.Itoldhim

Idon’twanttoseeanyothertikilaniinmyhouse.

Idon’tthinkI’veeverseenanyonedosucha

360inmylife.Notsolongagothiswomanwas

tellingmehowmuchshehatesme,andnow

becauseLindawascarryingHlokeschild.

Me;(clearsthroat)ahmmma,Ishouldgo



Her;soI’llseeyouonFriday 

Me;ahmm,yaa.SiyaandIwillseeyouon

Friday 

Her;okkoti.Byebye 

Me;bye

Fuckinghell,whatwasthatallabout?AndnowI

honestlydidn’thaveachoicebuttogoandsee

her.Iwouldhavetoputonanactfortheentire

weekend.Icouldn’texactlyberudetothe

woman,ifshewaspretendingtobenice.I

wouldalsohavetopretend.AfterallheisSiya’s

mother.Ishould’veknownthathewouldmake

upwithhereventually.
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(croptopinsert.I'msorry,butWorkiscrazy)

￼:(

AfterSpeakingtoSiya’smother,IcalledSiya

back.Ineededtomakesurehewasgoingto

spendtheweekendinKZNwithme.Therewas

nowayIwasgoingalone.Never

Him;baby 

Me;canyoutalk 

Him;yes.What’sup? 

Me;Ijustspoketoyourmom 

Him;and 

Me;Iguesswe’regoingdowntoKZN 

Him;thanksbabe 

Me;Siyayoubettermakesurethatyouare



therewithme.Ihonestlywillkillyouifyou

makemegobymyself 

Him;Iwillbabe.Ipromise 

Me;Siya.I’mseriouse 

Him;Iknowyouare 

Me;sowhyareyougiggling? 

Him;imsorrykebabywam 

Me;mxm.Makesureyou’rethere 

Him;oklove 

Me;bye

Icutthecallandjustlaughed.Thiswasgoing

tobeonehellofaninterestingweekend. 

AfterspeakingtoSiya,Icontinuedwithmywork,

Sizwearrivedandwewalkedoutforlunch. 

WhenIgottoreceptiononeofSiya’sguards

waswaitingforus.Wegotintheca,andhe



droveustoMythos. 

Whenwearrivedatmythos.Isatopposite

Sizwe,andthankfullytheguardstoodata

distanceaway.

Him;youneedtotellmewhyyouneedagun 

Me;Ijusthaveafewthingsplanned,andImight

needtoprotectmyself 

Him;FiFi,ifyouneedmyhelp,thenIwantto

knowexactlywhatyouhaveplanned 

IknewthenthatIhadnochoicebuttocome

clean.IneededSizwe’shelp,andthiswasmy

wayofgettingit.

ItoldSizweeverything.FromwhenIfirstLinda,

tothepartaboutSiyasleepingwithJessica. 

Helookedatmewinshock



Him;andyoustayed 

Me;yaah 

Him;wow 

Me;Iknow 

Him;sonowyouwanttogetbackatthese

people 

Me;ya

Him;butRifiloe,don’tyouthinkyoushould

ratherjustleaveitaloneandmoveon 

Me;nottillI’vegiventhematasteoftheirown

medicine 

Him;(sigh)whatdoyouhaveplanned 

Me;notsureyet 

Him;doesitinvolveviolence 

Me;notreally 

Him;that’snotananswer 

Me;no



Him;ok,sohowfarareyouonthis 

Me;I’mwaitingoninfofromNailsregarding

Jess,butIdon’treallyhavemuchtogoonwhen

itcomestoLinda.PlusI’mscaredtodo

anything,becauseIdon’twanthertoloseher

baby

Him;mysuggestionisyouwaitfortheinfo

fromNails,justsoyouknowwhatyou’re

workingwith.AndleaveLindaalone.Asyou

saidshe’spregnant.Letherbe

Me;mhmm 

Him;Fifiillhelpyou.Butnoguns

Me;fine 

Him;good.Nowcanweeatinpeace? 

Me;fine

Sizwechangedthetopic,andweenjoyedour

lunch,thenwentbacktotheoffice. 



AfterworkIwentstraighthome.Ididn’tbother

havingthepizzabecauseofthecommentthat

Siyamadeaboutmyweight.InsteadImade

myselfachickensaladandateinpeace.

Afterdinner,Iwenttotakeashower,thenwent

toSiya’sclosettogetashitthatIcansleepin,

sinceSiyawascominghomelate. 

Aftergettingreadyforbed,Igotintothe

blanketsandtriedgettingmyselfsomesleep,

butIwaswokenupbymyphoneringing.I

lookedatmycallerIDandsawitwasNails.

Me;nails 

Him;Bosslady.I’vegotyou’redocs 

Me;and 

Him;youhavetoseeittobelieveit 

Me;thatbadha



Him;I’monmywaytoSAaswespeak 

Me;why 

Him;can’tdiscussoverthephone.I’llseeyouin

themorning

Iwantedtoasknailsmorequestions,buthe

hadalreadyputthephonedown. 

ItriedgettingbacktosleepbutIjustcouldn’t.

Somethingaboutthefactthatnailswouldtravel

allthewayfromCubatoSAjusttogivemea

file.Somethingjustdidn’tfeelright,butthere

wasnothingIcoulddobutwaitandsee.

SiyaarrivedjustasIwasdriftingofftosleep

again.Ididn’tbotherwakingup.Iwastootired

andjustneededsleep.

WhenIwokeupthefollowingmorning,Iwas



anxiousashell.Iwantedtogettowork.Iknew

thatifSiyasawmehewouldsensemyanxiety. 

Iquicklyhadashower,whilehewasasleep,

thengotdressed,andbasicallyranoutthe

bedroom. 

ProblemiswhenIgottothekitchen,Nailswas

sittingtherehavingbreakfast.Iimmediately

frozewhenIsawhim.

Me;whatareyoudoinghere 

Him;relax

Me;relax?Siyaisupstairs.Howareyougoing

toexplainyoubeinghere? 

Him;he’sexpectingme

Me;shit.Youtoldhim 

Him;yes

Me;fuckinghellNails.Whydidyouhavetodo

that?He’sgoingtokillme 



Him;relax.Youmight’vejustsavedhislife 

Me;how

IfeltSiyastandingbehindme,beforeIcould

evenfinishmysentence.Iturnedaroundand

lookedathim.

Him;soyou’reinceptorgadgetnow? 

Me;baby 

Him;Illdealwithyoulater. 

Me;Siya 

Him;Nails,myoffice.Now

Nailsstoodup,andfollowedSiya,whileIjust

stoodinthediningroom,wonderingwhatthe

hellIhadgottenmyselfinto.
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(croptopagain)

(Gotmeetingstill1pm.Illpostalonginsert

afterthat)

Istoodinthediningroomnotknowingwhether

tofollowSiyaandNails,ortorathergotowork?

IwantedtoexplainmyselftoSiya,buttheway

helookedsomad,IfiguredI’drathergivehim

spaceandgototheoffice.

WhenIarrivedattheoffice,itwasratherquiet.I

lookedatmywatchanditwasalready

09:00am. 

Iwalkedpastreception,andwentpassed



Andrea’soffice,andshealsowasn’tatdesk.

Myguttoldmetogobackhome,butIthought

nothingaboutit.Ifiguredthatmaybethestaff

wasatameetingorsomething.

WhenIgottoomyoffice,Iimmediatelyfroze.

Theplacehadbeentotallytrashed.Mybooks

werealloverthefloor,mydeskhadsmashed.

Andforsomereasonmypicturesofmeand

Siyaweremissing.

Istoodatthespottryingtofigureoutwhatwas

goingon.Afewsecondslaterthingsstartedto

fallintoplace.AllIneededtodowastogetthe

helloutofhere.

Isearchedmyhandbagformyphone,soIcould

phonethesecuritydetailsdownstairs,butfroze,



becauseIhadaguntothebackofmyhead.

Her;Iwaswonderingwhenyouwouldarrive.

We’vebeenwaitingforyou

Hearingthisbitch’svoice,pissedmethehelloff.

WhatthefuckwasJessicaupto?

Me;Iwouldsayit’snicetoseeyouagain,but

obviouslyI’dbelying 

He;cockyaseverIsee

Me;Jessica,whatareyouplayingat

Her;me?Nothing.ButthepeopleIworkfor.

Theyaretheonesyouneedtobeafraidof 

Me;youworkforSiya.WhythehellwouldIbe

afraidofmyownhusband? 

Her;(giggles) 



Jessica,putdownthegun,andIturnedaround

tofaceher.Thelookinhereyes,sentchills

downmyspine. 

Shehandedmeabalaclava 

Her;putthison 

Me;fuckno 

Her;I’mnotaskingtwice 

Me;Jessica,

Sheliftedhegunandpointeditatme 

Her;Nothingwillgivemegraterjoy,thanto

shootyourbrainsout.Doyourselfafavourand

putthebalaclavaon. 

IcouldhearSiya’svoiceinmyhead,tellingme

todoastold.Irolledmyeyes,andputonthe

balaclava.

Ifeltmyphonevibratinginmybag,putdidn’t



dareanswerbecauseIknewitwasSiya

Her;walk 

Me;wheretoo?

Her;justwalktowardsthebasement. 

Me;whathaveyoudonetomystaff 

Her;don’tworry,noone’shurt.Allwewanted

wasyou,andnowthatwehaveyou,everyone

elsewillbeletgo,butifyoutrysomething,we

killthemall.

I’llbehonestandsayIwasscaredshitless.This

Jessicachickhadadarksidetoher,andthat

scaredme. 

Iwalkedtowardsthegarage,withJesswalking

behindme.ImadealittleprayeraskingGod,to

helpmeparticipate.Iwouldneverlivewith

myselfifsomethinghappenedtomystaff,



becauseofmystubbornness.

Whenwegottothegarage,therewereabout20

policecarswaitingforus.Jessicaopenedone

ofthemandtoldmetogetin.Inearlyprotested,

butthenthoughtaboutallthelivesatstake,and

optedtogetin.

Ihadsomanyquestionsgoingthroughmy

mind.Likewhytherewerepolicecars?Orwhy

Siyawasn’thereyet.Allofthiswasjust

confusingashell.AndIhadnoonetoanswer

myquestions. 

Onceinsidethecar,Jessicasteppedinnextto

me,andthedrivertookoff. 

Itwasobviousthatthesepeoplewere

professionals,becauseofthewaytheyspoke

andeventhefactthatallthepolicecarswere

identical,andtheyallwentindifferent



directions.Soevenifsomeonewastrackingus,

itwouldbedifficultforthemtoknowwhichcar

totrack. 

MyonlyprayernowwouldbeforSiyatogetme

outofthismess,beforeitwastoolate.

Wedroveforabout3hours,I’mnotsurewhere

wewerebecausewehadtakensomanyturns.

Whenwearrived,IfeltJessicainjectmewith

somethingonmyarm.

Me;whatthefuckwasthat 

Her;goodnightlove. 

ME;youfuckingbitch. 

Her;shhhh,sleepnow.You’regoingtoneedit



Iwantedtofightthisfeelingsobadly,butmy

eyesweregivinguponme.Ihadnochoicebut

tosuccumbtothedarknessthatpresented

itself
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*******SIYA*********

WhennailsphonedmetotellmewhatRifiloe

hadrequested,Iwantedtokillher.Shehasno

ideawhatkindofshitshewasgettingherself

into,butknowingmywife,shewasobliviousto

that,andwasjustoutforrevenge.

NotthatIblameherthough,ifIhadn’tsleptwith



Jessica,shewouldn’tbefeelinginsecure,and

wouldn’tbeseekinghelpfromNails. 

ThefirstthingIdidwhenNailstoldme,wasget

himontheJethere.Iknownailshasasoftspot

forRifiloe.Theonlyreasonhewouldtellme

aboutherrequestwouldbeifhefound

somethingdamningaboutJess.Whichhe

apparentlydid.Soherehewasinmyofficeas

calmasever.

Me;sowhat’ssoimportant,thatIhadflyyouall

thewayhere

Him;youshouldn’tbesohardonRifiloe.She

actuallyhelpedus 

Me;Nails.Don’ttellmehowtotreatmywife.

WhatinformationdidyoufindonJessica? 

Him;takealookandseeforyourself

Ireadthefilethatnailshadgivenmeovertwice.



Therewasnowaythatthiswasright.

Me;wheredidyoufindthese 

Him;oneofmyconnections 

Me;shit 

Him;yaah 

Me;Weneedtogettotheoffice.IfJessicais

workingforFernandeztheneveryoneonthat

missionisindanger. 

Him;IllcontactBullet 

Me;Shit.Rifiloe’sjustleftfortheoffice,andI

don’thaveenoughsecuritydetailswithher

Him;webettergogether

IphonedRifiloe,twicebutshedidn’tanswer.

Knowinghershewasprobablybusy,andhad

forgottentoputherphoneoffsilent. 



Itriedtheoffice,andtherewasnoanswer.Ijust

knewthen,thatsomethingwasn’tright.

Me;NailsIneedyoutoactivateacoderedon

this.Makesureeveryindividualwhoever

workedformeistrackedandputonthefirst

flighthere. 

Him;yessir 

Him;makesureBoniandBullethavemaximum

security.FernandezknowsBulletwasmy

secondincommand.Ifhe’sgoingaftermehe

willdefinitelybeatarget 

Him;sharp 

Me;onemorething.SecuretheRifiloe’s

offices. 

Him;sure

ItookmyGun,andrushedtothegarage.I



neededtogettoNdhlovuCorp,tomakesure

Rifiloewasok.Somethingwastellingmeshe

wasn’t,andthatscaredthehelloutofme.

WhenIarrivedwithoutsideNdhlovuCorp,I

immediatelyknewthatsomethingwaswrong. 

TherewerenoguardsattheDoor,andtheplace,

lookeddeserted. 

IranupstairstoRifiloe’soffice,andfeltmy

heartsink,themomentIopenedthedoor. 

Itwasobviousthatmyworstnightmarehad

justbecomeareality.FernandezhadRifiloe,

andGodknowswhatheplannedondoingto

her. 

Myinsidesfeltliketheywerebeingtorninto

two.TheangerIfeltwasonlydirectedatme.I

don’tknowwhatthehellIwasthinking.I

should’veneverallowedmyselftobewith

Rifiloe.I’veliterallybroughthernothingbut

trouble.Whenallshe’severaskedforwaslove. 



Ilefttheoffice,andwentdirectlytoHQ.IfIwas

goingtofindRifiloe,Iwouldhavetoutiliseevery

resourceIhaveatmydisposal.

WhenIarrivedatHQ,Ifoundmyteamalready

gathered.Itwasgoodtoseethemallreadyfor

action

Me;asyouallknow.ItlookslikeJessica

decidedtogoRouge.InfactI’dcallhera

fuckingtraitor. 

Ourmainobjectiveistofindmywifealive.If

Fernandezwantedherdead,hewould’vesent

me,insteadhetookher,whichmeansheneeds

something,oristryingtomakeapoint.Ineed

allofyoutoworktowardsfindingher.Iwantall

planesstopped.NoplaneleavesorentersSA

tillwefindher.ThisiscodeRedeveryone,

whichmeansshitisabouttogetreal.



Nails;Boss,Ithinkyouneedtoseethis 

Me;whatisit 

Him;youhaveavideocallcominginfrom

Fernandez 

Me;putitthrough 

Him;trykeephimonthelineaslongasyoucan,

soIcantrackhim 

Me;nails.Iknow.Justputhimonthescreen.

Imovedovertowherethescreenswere,and

waitedtospeaktothisfucker.

Him;ahhGhostmyfriend.Wemeetagain 

Me;wishIcouldsayitwasapleasure,buttruth

betold,notsomuchunderthecircumstances

Him;well,youknowwhattheproblemisha?I



don’tlikebeingliedto. 

Me;Fernandez,justgettothepoint 

Him;well,let’sjustsay,Ihaveyou’relovelywife.

Imustsaysheisratherbeautiful 

Me;whydidyouhavetoinvolveherinallthisha?

Sheknowsnothing.Lethergo,andwecan

discussthislikegrownmen 

Him;(chuckles)youmustthinkI’mafool.Why

onearthwouldIlethergo?Youknowhow

muchmoneyIcanmakefromher?Ha.Sheis

afterallthewifeofoneofthemostsoughtafter

gangster.TheinfamousGhost.Themanwho

nooneknowshisface,exceptforme. 

Me;youdothisFernandez. 

Him;youdidthisGhost.YouthinkIdon’tknow

thattheonlyreasonyouwantedtoworkforme

wassothatyoucouldgoaftermyguysand

eventuallykilltheempirethatIhadworkedso

damnhardfor



Me;Sowhatnow

Him;now,Igototheroombehindme,andI

havemyselfsomefunwithyourwife.Bythe

lookofthingssheisgoingtobeamazing. 

Me;IsweartoGod,ifyoulayonefingeronher

Him;whatwillyoudoGhost?Ihaveyoubythe

ballsnow,andIplanonmakingyoupayforever

thinkingyoucouldtakemedown

Fernandezcutthecall.

Me;Nailstellmeyoufuckingtracedhim 

Him;sorryboss.Hecutthecalltooquickly 

Me;Fuck,fuckFuck

Ihadneverinmylifefeltthisuseless.

Fernandezwasright.Hehadmebytheballs,

butIhadtoremaincalm.



TheonlywayIwouldbeabletofindRifiloe,was

ifIremainedcalm.Ineededtoremovemy

emotionsfromthis,andtreatitlikeallmyother

missions.

Me;trytrackingRifiloe’sphone

Him;triedthatalready.It’soffline 

Me;putupthecamerafootagefromNdhlovu

Corp. 

Him;Itsup 

Me;Ineedyoutoseeifyoucanactivatethe

trackerthattheforceputsinalloftheagents.

LasttimeIcheckedJessicastillhadher

Him;sureboss 

Me;howfarisBulletandBoni 

Him;ontheirwayhere 

Me;andtherestoftheOpsagents 



Him;allaccountedfor,exceptforJess 

Me;makesurethatbitchisalive.Iwanttobe

theonetoputabulletthroughherhead

Nailsputupthefootage.AndIstartedgoing

throughit. 

Sometheteamwas,goingthroughJessica’s

lifewithafinecomb.ShewastheonlylinkIhad

tofindingRifiloe.

Whiletherestwereinterviewingeverysingle

staffmemberfromNdhlovuCorp.Theywereall

foundanofficeparkoppositeofNdhlovucorp.

ItwasobviousthatFernandezwasonlyafter

me,andheplannedonusingRifiloe,tobringme

tomyknees

Me;nails.GetSizweinhere. 



Him;yessir 

Me;makesureyouputatrackerinhim 

Him;sureboss

Icarriedonwiththefootage,andtriednotto

thinkaboutwhatthatfuckerhadinstorefor

Rifiloe.AllIprayedforwasthathewasbluffing,

andwouldn’thurther.BecauseIdon’tthinkI

couldeverforgivemyselfifanythinghappened

toher.
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Iopenedmyeyes,andsawnothingbut

darkness.Myheadwaspounding.Mylipswere

dryandIwasthirsty.Isatup,andrealizedI

wasn'thavinganightmare.Iwasinadarkroom,



withnoWindowsortoilet.

Alltherewas,wasasinglebed,withno

blankets.

MyheartskippedabeatwhenIheardthedoor

knobturning. 

IwouldsayIwasscared,butthatdidn'teven

begintodescribehowIwasfeeling.

Ilookedupandinwalkedinsomeguy.

Him:you'refinallyawake

Me:whereamI 

Him:you'reinhellbaby

Me:whatdoyouwantfromme?Idoteven

knowyou. 

Him:whatdoIwant?Mhmmletssee....Iwant



toteachyourhusbandalesson.Hethoughthe

couldtakeMedown,butunfortunatelyforhim,I

amwaysmarterthanheis.Sonow,I'mgoingto

useyou,toteachhimalesson. 

Me;how, 

Him:you'llsoonfindout.

Heleftmethere,feelingmorescaredthanever.

IfSiyawasgoingtohelpmehehadbetterdoit

soon,becausethewayIseeit,itwasn'tlongtill

thismandoessomething.

*******Siya*********

Ilookedatthefootageoverandoveragain,but

couldn'tfindalead.

Itwasobviousthatthesepeoplewe

professionals. 



Itwasalready9pmandIhadn'tfoundRifiloe.I

don'tknowwhat'stheuseofmebeinga

lieutenantisifIcan’tevenfindmyownwife.

ThisiswhyIshould’veneverallowedmyselfto

fallforRifiloe.Inourlineofwork,lovewasseen

asaweakness,andlikeafoolIwentaftermy

heart,insteadofwhatmyheadwastellingme.

Andtomakemattersworse,Bulletisalso

followinginmyfootsteps.

Iknownowthatnomatterhoweverythingplays

out,I’mgoingtohavetoletRifiloego.Thereis

nowaywegettohaveahappyending.Ineedto

nowmanupanddotherightthing,andthat

waslettingRifiloehaveanormallife,because

whatFernandezhaddonewasadeclarationof

war,andnomatterhowmuchIwanttoresign,

andleaveallofthisbehind.Alieutenantcan

neverresigninthemiddleofawar.Iwouldhave



tofinishthis,butRifiloewouldalwaysbein

danger.Aslongasthiswarwentonshewould

neverbesafe.Sothebestwaywouldbeforme

to

Ilookedoveratmyteamandjustknewthat

theyweredoingeverythingtofindher,andyetI

hadneverfeltthisuseless.

Ilookedup,andsawnailsstandinginfrontof

me.Iwassodeepinthought,Ihadn'tseeHim

walkingtomydesk.

Him:boss,canIaskyousomething

Me:askaway

Him:rememberthetimeyouwereinBrazil,you

hadaskedustotakeoverthecamerasat

Fernandezmansion



Me:yes

Him;Idecidedtogothroughoutthefootage,

andaccessthecamerasagain.JusttoseeifI

couldfindsomething

Me;ok,and?

Him;andIfoundthis 

IlookedatNailscomputer,anddidn'tquite

understandwhathewantedtoshowme

Me:I'mlost

Him:whenyou(clearsthroat)withJessandthe

girl

Me;yah

Him;youhadthewatchon,butthenwheyou

leftitwasoff 

Me;so? 

Hegavemethefilethathehadgivenme

earlier. 

Him:inthispictureIseethatJessicaiswearing



awatchverysimilartoyours

Me:soshestolemywatch.Howdoesthathelp

me

Him;aspartofyoursecuritydetail,we

sometimesdothingswithoutyourpermission 

Me:stopmumbling,andtellmewhatyou're

tryingtosay 

Him:soafteryou'reshootingonthemission.I

decidedtoplacetrackersinsomeofyour

personalitems 

Me;I'llkillyoulaterforthat.Butcontinue. 

Him:Iplacedatrackerinyourwatch

Me:sowhatareyoudoingstandingIfrontifme?

Whyaren'tyoutrackingit 

Him:becauseifIactivatethetracker,they

mightsensetheradiation 

Me:doesn'tmatter.Justdoit

Himyessir 



Me;putituponthescreen

Him;shoboss 

Nailsstartedtrackingmywatch,andSizwe

walkedin

Him;Boss 

Me;yah, 

Him;youcalled 

Me;Ineedareportonwhathappenedatthe

office.Idon’tunderstandhowanyonecouldget

intothebuilding,withsomanysecurityfeature

Him;I’llgetontoit,butfirst,Iwouldliketo

understandhowfaryouarewithfindher 

Me;nailsisbusytrackingJess.Ihaveathe

entireforcelookingforher 

Him;Ihaveanidea 

Me;I’mallears 



Him;whatyou’realldoingisgreat.Butweneed

tofindsomethingtomakethisguysweat

Me;how

Him;Ineedalaptop

IgaveSizwealaptop

Him;sothisFernandezguy.Hdealsmainlywith

prostitutionanddrugsright?

Me;ya

Him;doeshehavekids

Me;no 

Him;awife 

Me;no 

Him;sohismoneyishislife 



Me;yes 

Him;sothat’swhatwefocuson 

Me;Ilikeyou’rethinking 

Him;Ineedoneofyourbesthackers 

Me;nails 

Him;cool.Nowgrabalaptopandlet’sworkour

magic.

*******Rifiloe************

IhavenoideahowlongIhadbeeninthishole

forbutIwashonestlystartingtogetpissed.If

thisguywassofuckinggangster,whyhadn’the

doneanything. 

Whywasheusingme?LordknowsallIwanted

wastogetmyhandsonthisJessicachick.I

don’tknowhowshethinkssheisgoingtoget

awaywiththis.



AsIwasthinkingaboutJessica,thesameguy

whowasherewalkedin.butthistimehewasn’t

alone.Oneoftheguyswasholdinganipad.I

couldjusttellthatwasfilming

Him;Takeofyourclothes

Ilookedathimandwonderedifhewasserious 

Him;I’mnotaskingyouagain 

Me;fuckyou

Hewalkedtowardsmeandslappedme.Iswear

Inearlyfellover

Him;asyoucanseeI’mnotaverypatientman.

SoI’mgoingtovideocallyourhusband,and

hopefullyhecanconvinceyoutodoasyou’re



told 

Me;youcandowhatyouwant,Iwon’tevertake

offmyclothesforyou.Youcangotohell

Heturnedaroundandtoldoneoftheotherguys

tocallSiya 

ThemomentIheardSiya’svoice,tearsstarted

toflow.DuringthiswholethingIneverbroke,

butatthismoment,Ijustcouldn’tholdback.

Him;Ghostmyfriend.I’mreallysorry,butIjust

wanthertodoastold 

Siya;Fernandez,whatthefuckareyoutalking

about 

Him;Iaskedhertotakeoffherclothes,butyour

wifeishardheaded.SoIgaveheralittleslapto

convinceher 

Siya;babe,areyouok



Idintrespond,Ijustnodded

Fernandez;soghostsinceIhaveyourattention,

IthoughtmaybeIwouldletyouwatchmeenjoy

yourwife

Siya;Iwouldn’tdothatifIwereyou

Fernandez;well,who’sgoingtostopme

Fernandezmovedclosertome.Iwantedto

takeastepback,butIwaspressedagainstthe

wall.

Heliftedhishandandstartedunbuttoningmy

shirt.IcouldhearSiyagoingoffbuttherewas

nothinghecoulddo.



Itriedfightingbuthewasstronger.Ikepttelling

myselfnottocry,butthetearsjustkeptflowing.

Iknewwhatwasgoingtohappen,andIdon’t

knowifIcouldhandleit

Witheverybuttonheundid,IfeltlikeIwas

losingapartofmysoul. 

Oncemyshitwasoff,heleanedinandkissed

myneck.

Idon’tthinkIhaveeverfeltsodirtyinmylife.I

knewthenthatifIwouldratherdie,thanhave

thismanrapeme.

Ashewasbusykissingmyneck,Imovedinand

sunkmyteethintohisear.



Ibitonitfordearlife.Hetriedgettingoutofthe

grip,butIpulledhishairandbitharder.

Hescreamedinpain,whilehisguysrushedover.

Theytriedpullingmeoff,butIheldon.

IfIwasgoingtodieIsureashellwasn’tgoing

tomakeiteasyforthem.

Bythetimetheygotmeoffofhim,mymouth

wascoveredinhisblood.Inoticedthathisear

wasrippedalmosthalfway.Andmyhandhad

someofhishair.

Him;youstupidbitch.You’regoingtofucking

payforthis 

Me;fuckoffyouasshole



Him;waitandseewhatI’mgoingtodotoyou.

I’mgoingtomakeyoupayforthis

Heleapedtowardsme,butIkickedhiminthe

balls.I’mnotmuchofafighter,butthiswasmy

life.Iknowthatchancesofmegettingoutof

herewereslim.ButIstillwantedtotryandby

myselfsometime

Theguysintheroom,attendedtoFernandez,

whileItookabitofabreather.

IhadnowdoneallIcoulddo.Allthatwasleft

wasformetodowastoprayandhopethat

Siyahadaplan.BecauseIwasalmostcertain

thatafterwhatIjustdidFernandezwasgoing

tomakemesuffer,beforekillingme
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*****SIYA****

Ifthere’sonethingoneneedstoknowabout

Rifiloe,it’sthatsheiscrazyashell.Andtobe

quitehonestIlovedherevenmorebecauseof

herfeistyattitude.

Iwasgoingcrazy,whenIsawFernandezputhis

handsonher.IfIcouldclimbthroughthe

screenIwould,butthenRifiloedidsomethingI

didn’texpect.ShebithisearandIactually

smiled.

Iknewshewastryingtobuyustime,andshe

justdid.OnlyproblemwasFernandezisn’tthe

kindofguytotakethingslikethislyingdown.

Hewasgoingtomakeherpayforthis,andthat

scaredtheshitoutofme.



LuckilybecauseFernandezstaffrushedtohim,

theIPadwasstilltaping,whichmeantwecould

tracktheirexactlocation.

Ilookedatnails,andforoncesincethiswhole

ordealIhadhope.

Me;nails;howfar 

Him;2sec’s

Thewholeofficewassosilent.Everyonewas

justwaitingtoseeifwewouldfindlocation.

WhenIsawthereddot,givingusalocationIlet

outasighofrelief. 

Myteamimmediatelystoodup,andgot

strapped.



BulletandBoniswawalkedjustasIwasgetting

strapped.Therewasn’teventimetogreetthem.

Ijustnodded,andcarriedongettingready.

HlokessaidsomethingtoBoni,thenwalked

overtome

Him;wheredoyouthinkyou’regoing 

Me;don’t 

Him;youknowtherules 

Me;fucktherules 

Him;Ghostyouaren’tinOP’sanymore.You

can’tgoonmissions 

Me;getoutmyway 

Him;youarealeader.Youleadbyexample.And

thefirstrule,istoalwaysfollowtherules. 



Me;Bullet,hehasmywife 

Him;andthat’swhyyouhaveateam.We’ll

handlethis.Youjustguideusfromher 

Me;noways 

Him;whatdoyouthinkFernandezwants?

Obviouslyhe’scountingonhavingyoucome

findher.Ifhegetshishandsonyouthenhe

wins. 

Me;Idon’tgiveadamn 

Him;Ghost,Ineedyoutotrustmewiththis.Not

justasyou’refriend,butasyou’resecond 

Me;(sigh)don’tfuckthisup 

Him;Iwont 

Me;makesureshegetsouttherealive 

Him;Iwon’t.

Iunstrappedmyvestandgun,andputthem

backinthesafe.Thengatheredtheteamfor



instructions.Iwantedtomakesuretheyknew

whatwasatstakehere.Thiswasmywife,andI

neededthemtomakesuretheydideverything

intheirpowertobringherhome

Oncetheteamleft,IwasleftwiththeITteam,

andNails.

Boniwasseatedatthecorner,lookingterrified.

IfeltthatBullethadliterallyjustarrived,and

alreadyhewasonamission.

********Rifiloe*********

Isawhuddledinthecorner,andprayedthat

Fernandezwouldn’tcomeback. 

IthadbeenaboutanhoursinceIhadbithisear,

andhehadpromisedtofuckmeup. 



Irockedbackandforth,praying.

Idon’tknowwhathappened,butthenIhearda

loudbanggooffItwassoloud,Iheardmyears

ringing.Followedbygunshots.Istayedseated

andprayedtoGodthatitwasSiya. 

Isawthehandleturning,andIstartedtocry.If

thiswasn’tSiya,thenIwasabouttolivethe

worstnightmareofmylife.

Thedoorslowlyopened,andIsawagunfirst.I

couldn’tmakeoutwhohewasbecausethe

roomwassodark,butthenhecamecloser,and

IsawitwasHlokes

Him;Rifiloe

Forthefirsttimesincethisstarted,Iletouta

sigh.Itwasasthoughaweighthadbeenlifted

offmyshoulders



Me;Hlokes 

Hecamecloser,andputhisjacketoverme. 

Him;let’sgetyouhome 

Inoddedandtookhishand. 

WewalkedoutandthankedGod,thatonce

again,hehadprotectedmefromthebrinkof

death.

Whenwegotoutside,Inoticedhowchillyitwas.

Ifigureditwasafter2am.AllIwantedwasto

haveabath,andtoseeSiya.

Hlokesgotinthebackseatwithmeandweleft.

Inoticedthatsomeoftheotheragentsstayed

behind,butIdidn’tcare.AllIwantedwastoget

thehellouthere



Him;youok 

Me;(sniff)ya

Him;youwerebraveRifiloe.

Me;justgetmehomeplease

Him;sure.

Iputmyheadonhisshoulder,andjustletmy

tearsflow.

Ididn’trealiseIhadfallenasleep,untilHlokes

gentlyshookmeawake

Him;Rifiloe.You’rehome

Irubbedmyeyes,andopenedmydoor

Me;Hlokesthankyou 



Him;Thankyourman. 

Climbedout,andsawSiyawalkingtowardsme.

Helookedlikehehadagedathousandyears.

Hedidn’tsayanything,hejustputhisarms

aroundme.Ibreathedinscentcountedmy

blessings. 

Therewasatime,whereIthoughtIwouldnever

beinhisarmsagain.ButhereIwas

Webrokeourhug,andwalkedinside.Wewent

straighttoourbedroom.

ItwasasthoughSiyacouldreadmymind.He

hadalreadyrunmybath,andhadplacedmy

PJ’sonthebed 

Me;thankyou 

Him;don’tthankme.



Me;(sigh)

ItookoffthejacketthatHlokeshadgivenme,

andtherestofmyclothes,andwalkedtothe

bathroom.IturnedaroundandsawthatSiya

wasn’tjoiningme

Me;joinme

Him;yousure 

Me;Yes

Heundressed,andwegotintothebath.Isatin

frontofhimandleanedback.IsensedSiyawas

worried,buthedidn’tsayanything.Insteadhe

justplayedwithmyhair,whileItookinthe

eventsoftheday.IknowhemightthinkI’m

madathim,buttruthbetold,Iwasn’t.Siyawas

theloveofmylife,andIhadchosentostaywith

himdespitefindingoutthetruthaboutwhathe



does.Ilovedhimmoretoday,becausedespite

itall,hehadkepthispromisetoalwaysprotect

me.
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SiyaandIstayedinthebath,tillthewatergot

cold.Despiteeverything,Ifeltsoatpeacehere

inthecoldwaterwithmyknightinshiningguns.

Him;weshouldgetout 

Me;notyet 

Him;thewatersgettingcold 

Me;shhhSiya.Justsit.Iwanttoabsorbthe

moment



Siyasatwithme,anddidn’taskfurther

questions.Hejustsatwithme,andletme

cometotermswithwhatcould’vehappened.

WhenIfinallyfeltreadytogetout.Wecameout,

brushedourteeth,andthenwenttogetdressed

Him;canIgetyousomethingtoeat 

Me;nothankyou 

Him;Rifiloeyouhaven’teatenallday 

Me;baby,Ijustwanttogettobedandpretend

thatthiswasallanightmare 

Him;canIjustaskyoutoatleastletthedoctor

foracheck-up,beforeyougotosleep 

Me;doesthathavetobetoday?

Him;yes.Weneedtomakesure 

Me;Siya,hedidn’trapeme.I’mfine 



Him;pleasebabe 

Me;ok

Siyastooduptofetchthedoctor,whileIputa

gownon.

Thedoctordidathoroughcheckupandeven

somebloodtest.Hegavemeawholelotof

meds,andtoldmetoensureItookthem.I

didn’tbotheraskingwhattheywerefor.Iwasn’t

reallyinterestedinallthefaffingthatwasgoing

onaroundme. 

Him;doyouhaveanyquestions 

Me;no 

Him;I’llhavethebloodworkresultstoyouby

tomorrowafternoon 

Me;thankyou 

Him;beforeIforget.Ifyouareona



contraceptive.It’smorelikelynottowork

becauseofthepillsI’vegivenyou 

Me;Ihaveanimplantin 

Him;weshouldremoveitfortimebeing.We

caninsertanotheroneonceyouhavefinished

yourcourse 

Me;canwedoittomorrow 

Him;itwillonlytake20min 

Me;fine

Ilaydown,andbasicallyfellasleep.Iwasso

exhaustedfromtheeventsoftoday,andhaving

myblooddrown.Thedoctorwastruetohis

word,andwithin20minhehadtakenoutthe

implant,andIwasfastasleep

WhenSiyawalkedinheputablanketoverme,

andgotinnexttome.



Imovedcloserandcuddledhim,

Him;Ithoughtyouwereasleep 

Me;mhmmm 

Him;wanttotalk 

Me;haa

Him;ok.Sleep

Ididn’targuewithhim,insteadIjustletmyself

getsurrendertowhatwasleftofthenight.

WhenIwokeup,itwasaftermidday.Ithought

forsomereasonIwouldn’tbeabletosleep,or

I’dbetraumatized,butnothing.Iwasjustglad

tobehome. 

Igotupandwenttofreshenup,thenwentto

getmyselfsomethingtoeat.Iwasstarved.



WhenIgottothekitchen,Iexpectedtosee

MamMartha,butinsteadSiyawasinthe

kitchen,withanapronandcooking

Him;Ihopeyou’rehungry.I’vecookedupa

storm 

Me;I’mfamished 

Him;good.Sitdown,illdishupforyou 

Me;whatdidyoumake 

Him;butterchicken,withriceandGreeksalad 

Me;smellsamazing

Siyadishedupforthebothofus,andwewent

tothepoolsidetoeatthere.

Me;Ithoughtyou’dbeatwork 



Him;I’mmoreneededhere 

Me;thankyou 

Him;don’tthankme.

Wehadbrunchtalkingaboutrandomthings.I

couldtellSiyahadsomanythingstosayabout

whathappened,buthewasjustwaitingforme

tobringitup

Me;SiyaI’mfine 

Him;Ididn’tsayanything 

Me;itswrittentoalloveryourface 

Him;Baby,I’msosorry 

Me;forwhatSiya?Youdidn’tdoanything.

Him:Rifiloe,weneedtoberealistic

Me;huh

Him;ifitwasn’tforme,youwouldn’tbeinthis



mess.Ifitwasn’tformeyouwouldn’thave

beenshot.Ifitwasn’tformeyouwouldn’thave

criedsooftenforthepastyear.It’sallme.From

themomentIenteredyourlife,it’sbeenone

thingaftertheother,andIjustdon’tknowhow

tolivewiththat.Idon’tevenunderstandwhy

youevenloveme.I’mlikeafuckingcurse

Ididn’tunderstandwhereSiyawascoming

from.IlovehimandIdon’tcareabout

everythingelse.Whydoesn’thegetthat?I

hatedthathesawallthebad,butneversawthe

good

Me;Siya.Itdoesn’tmatter.Iloveyou.Noweven

morebecauseofallthethingswe’vegone

through 

Him;Baby 

Me;noSiya.Don’ttrymakewhatwehaveseem



bad.It’snot

Him;butRifiloeitisifyoukeepgettinghurt 

Me;baby

Him;Iloveyou 

Me;Iloveyou

LookingatSiyainthislightscaredme.Iwasso

usedtohimbeingtheHero,withthebig

musclesandtheboss,butnowallIcouldsee

wasfear.Doubtandevensadness

Istoodup,andtooktheplatestothekitchen,

thencamebackandsatwithhim

Me;comewithme 

Him;whereto?

Me;bed 



Him;babythisisn’taboutsex 

Me;Ididn’tsayitwas 

Him;haveyoutakenyou’remeds 

Me;yes.Nowcome

Siyareluctantlystoodupandwenttoour

bedroom.Iknowsexdoesn’tfixthings,butI

wantedtofeellikewewerestillone.

Whenwegottothebedroom,SiyaandImade

lovelikeitwasthelastdayonearth. 

Iwantedtofeellikewedidbeforeyesterday

happenedIwantedtofeelthatwewerestilla

unit,butIcouldtellthatSiyawasn’thimself.

Everykisswastender.Everystokeslowuntil

theveryend.
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IlayinbedwithSiyafeelingsad.Ineverfeltsad

afterwemakelove.Buttodaywasdifferent.

TodaySiyawasdifferent.Todaywassad.

TodaySiyawasdistant.Hewaspullingmein

differentdirections.Hewaslovingme,butwas

alsoaworldaway.Ilookedupandsawhiseyes

wereteary.

Hedidntevenhavetotellmewhathewas

thinking.Ijustknewit

Isatup,andsatonhislapinmyfavorite

position

Me;Siyawhat’sgoingon?



Him;baby 

Me;Siyadon’t 

Him;baby,Ihaveto 

Me;no 

Him;Rifiloe.Iloveyou 

Me;sowhyareyoudoingthis 

Him;becauseitsforyourowngood 

Me;haaSiya.No.Notaftereverythingwe’ve

beenthrough 

Him;Rifiloe

Me;(sniff)noSiya.Please.Don’tdothis 

Him;IhavetoRifiloe.It’sforyourownsake 

Me;SIYANO

Istartedshaking.WhywasSiyadoingthis?We

hadgonethroughsomuchandnowhewas

givinguponus.



Him;Rifiloe,therearethingsyoudon’tknow 

Me;thingslike

Him;Fernandezescaped.Whichmeansthiswar

hasjuststarted.Heknowsmyidentity,andI’m

prettysureheplansonexposingme.Ican’t.

ActuallyIwon’thaveyoucaughtinthemiddle 

Me;Si

Him;noRifiloe.Thingsaren’tgoingtobethe

same.Thesepeoplearen’twhoyouthinkthey

are.Theywillhuntme,andtheywillknowabout

you.WhichmeansIhavetoletyougo 

Me;Siyayoucan’t 

Him;babyplease.Ihavetodothisforyou. 

Me;Iwon’tletyoudothisSiya 

Him;IHaveto 

Me;noyoudon't



Siyamovedmeofhislap,andgotuptoget

dressed.

Me;Siyaplease. 

Him;Ineedtogettotheoffice 

Me;butwe'reinthemiddleofaconversation 

Him;baby,Icantsithere,becauseiknowyou

aregoingtoconvincemeotherwise.

Me;youcantbeserious 

Him;babyihaveto

Siyaturnedaroundandhehadtearsrunning

downhischeeks.Hewipedthem,thentookhis

jacketandkeys.

Him;Rifiloe,I



Hedidn’tfinishhissentence.Insteadhekissed

myforeheadandleft.

************SIYA**********

WalkingoutonthewomanIlovefeltruthless.I

lovedRifiloesomuch.Shewasmylife.Butme

beingwithheronlyboughthebadluck,andnow

withFernandezescaping.Ihadtoensure

nothingwouldhappentoher,andtheonlywayI

coulddothatwasbylettinghergo,andmaking

sureshehadtopnotchsecurity.

Ilefthome,andwentdirectlytotheoffice.The

housewasemptybuttherewassecurity

everywhere.Thereisnowhereelseonearththat

Rifiloecouldbesafe,thanathome. 

Iarrivedattheoffice,andsawthelookon

Bulletsface,andjustknewthatheknew.



Me;notnow 

Him;dude 

Me;noBullet

Him;doyouhaveanyideawhatsheisgoing

through 

Me;Ihadto 

Him;butyouloveher 

Me;exactlywhyIhavetomakesureshe’ssafe. 

Himcut 

Me;butnothing.Shitisabouttogetreal,andI

can’tgothroughwhatIjustwentthrough

Him;But 

Me;Doyourealize,thatpeopleseeherasmy

weakness.Andit’strue.SinceImetRifiloe,I

havebecomesoft.Ithinktwicebeforepullinga

trigger.Iknowtherules,butI’vebrokenevery

singleoneofthem.Ican’tgoonlikethat.



Especiallynowwithawarcoming. 

Him;soyouaredivorcingher 

Me;yes 

Him;shit 

Me;youbestkeepBoniatadistance.Things

aregoingtoblow,andthelastthingyouwantis

tohaveherinthefiringline.

IleftBullet,andwenttomyoffice.IknowwhatI

wasdoingwasgoingtoeventuallyripmeto

shreds,butIhadtodoit,soIcouldwakeupin

themorning,andknowthatRifiloewassafe.Or

betteryetthatshewouldfindhappiness

withouthavingtolookoverhershoulder

******Rifiloe*****

Isatonthebedtryingtofigureoutwhathad



justhappened.HadSiyahonestlyjustbrokenup

withme?Butthenagainhecouldn’tbreakup

withmebecausewearemarried.Sowashe

askingmeadivorce?

IwantedtocrybutIrefused.Thiswasn’tSiya.

Hewasprobablyjustworriedaboutwhat

happened,andhefeltguiltyandnowhethought

bylettingmegoallthingswouldbeok.ButI’d

bedamnedifIlethimdothis.

Igotup,redidthebed,andwenttoshower.

WhenIwasdone,Igotdressed,andwantedto

tryandphoneHlokes.Hopefullyhewouldbe

abletospeaktohisfriend,becauseitwasclear

hehadlosthisdamnmind

AfterspeakingtoHlokes,Iwantedtomaybego

totheoffice.Iftherewasstillanofficetogoto.



TheproblemwasIhadtospeaktoSiya,andI

wantsureifhewantedtospeaktome.

Ididn’treallyhavemuchofachoice,soIdialed

hisoffice.Ididn’twanttotryhiscellphonein

casehedidn’tanswer

Him;Ndhlovu 

Me;(clearsthroat)itsyou’reWIFE 

Him;hi 

Me;weneedtotalk 

Him;babypleasedon’tmakethisharderthanit

alreadyis 

Me;Idon’tknowwhatyou’retalkingabout.I

wasreferringtotheoffice 

Him;Rifiloe.Don’tdothat.youknowwhatI’m

referringto 

Me;ohthat.Imnotgoingtotakeyouseriously



onthattopic

Him;babyIreallyneedyouto 

Me;noSiya.Iwont

Him;But 

Me;listenhere.Andlistencarefully.YOU

promisedtostandwithmeforbetterandfor

worse.Iexpectyoutosticktothosevows.Just

asIstucktothem 

Him;(sigh)Rifiloe,I’mnotgoingtochangemy

mindaboutthis 

Me;we’llsee 

Him;youarestubbornasfuck 

Me;Iknow.Andsoareyou 

Him;baby,Ihavetogo 

Me;makesureyou’rehomefordinner 

Him;imnotsureIcan 

Me;fineillbringdinnertoyou 



Him;youcantleavethehouse 

Me;sohowamIsupposedtowork 

Him;fornowNdhlovuCorpisclosed. 

Me;asperwho’sorders 

Him;mine 

Me;andyoudidn’tthinkyoushouldrunthis

pastme 

Him;therewasnotime 

Me;mxm

Iputthephonedown,anddecidedtojustlet

Siyabe.Hewasobviouslytryingtopissmeoff

andIdidn’twanttogivehimthesatisfaction.I

honestlydidn’tunderstandhimattime.How

couldhemakelovetomethewayhedid,and

thentellmeit’sover?Nxathismanwas

honestlycrazy



Istayedathomefortherestoftheday.Boni

cametovisit,andsheboughtmetonsof

chocolateandwine.Wecouldn’treallytalk,and

Gossip,becausehersecuritydetailswas

literallydownherthroat.IguessHlokeswanted

tomakesureshewasok.

SheonlyleftwhenSiyaarrived.Wehadboth

missedeachother,andwemadeplanstomeet

thefollowingday

Bonileft,andIwenttoSiya,Iknowhewas

probablytired.Butwehadtotalkaboutthisso

calledbreakupofhis

IfoundSiyainthelounge,knockingbacksome

whiskey

Me;Ididn’tthinkyou’dbehomethisearly 



Him;youleftmenochoice 

Me;sincewhendoyoulistentoanythingIsay

Him;SitWeneedtotalk

IlookedatSiyaandnoticedhowserioushe

seemed

Him;Irealise,whatIsaidearlierwasabitvague,

Me;noitwasclear.Ijustrefusetobelieveit 

Him;Rifiloe,Iwasserious 

Me;Idon’tcare 

Him;Imgoingawayforacoupleofweeks.I

needtomakealliances,beforethingsgetbad

Me;don’t 

Him;IneedtomakesureyouandIhavean

understandingbeforeIgo 

Me;whatunderstanding 



Him;IneedyoutosignthesebeforeIgo 

Me;whatarethese

Itooktheenvelopefromhim,andopenedit.I

swearmyheartdropped

Me;divorcepapers?

Him;baby

Me;Iwon’tsignthem 

Him;youhaveto.Ineedthesemadepublic

recordasap 

Me;Siyadon’tdothis 

Him;Rifiloe,thiswillensurethatyouarenot

linkedtome.thatwaytheyhavenoexcuseto

comeafteryouagain

Me;Siya,Please.I’msurewecanfindaway

aroundthis 



Him;wecan’tRifiloe.I’vethoughtofevery

singleaspectandthisistheonlyway 

Me;Soyou’rehonestlydoingthis?

Him;Ihavetobaby.Pleasetrytounderstand

that 

Me;UNDERSTANDwhat?Huh,thatyouaretoo

muchofacowardtotryandmakethingswork

despitethecircumstances 

Him;No.ThatIloveyoutoomuchtoletyou

hurtagain 

Me;noways.Imnotdoingthis

Istoodupandstartedpacingtheroom.Idon’t

thinkthatthishadhitme,untilthispresent

moment.Siyawasleavingme.Healreadyhad

thepapersdrawnup. 

Ididn’twanttocry,butasalwaysthetearsjust

startedflowing.Wasthisreallytheendofus?Is

thishowitallends.



Me;howlonghaveyoubeenthinkingaboutthis 

Him;justsinceyesterday 

Me;Iwontgothroughwithit 

Him;youhaveto 

Me;NoIdon’t.Icancontestthat 

Him;Rifiloe 

Me;NoSiya.NoImnotlettingyoudothis

Him;Itsforthebest.Babyplease 

Me;no 

Him;Rifiloe,Iveleftyouwitheverything.You

ownmyentirelife.Everyhouse,Car,Jets.Allof

ititsallyours 

Me;whatgoodismoneySiya.YouthinkIcare

aboutallthosethings?I’venever,notonce

caredorwantedyourwealth.AllI’veeverasked

forwasyou? 



Him;andnowbaby,Ican’tgiveyouthat.Sothe

leastIcandoisgiveyoueverythingelse 

Me;Idon’twantit 

Him;youdon’thaveachoice 

Me;Ican’tbelieveyou’redoingthis 

Him;(sigh)I’msorrybaby.Ireallyam

IlookedatSiya,andIsawthathewasdreading

thisasmuchasIwas.Histearsreflectedmine.

Thepainofthesacrificethathewasmaking

waswrittenalloverhisface. 

Iwantedsobadlytohearhimsaythatthere

wasanotherway,butthelookinhiseyestold

methattherewasnothingIcoulddotochange

this.SiyaandIwereofficiallyover,andnothingI

saidordidwouldeverchangethat.
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IcouldhearSiyatalking,butthewordscoming

outofhismouthseemedforeign.Inever,not

oncethoughthewouldbetheoneaskingme

foradivorceespeciallyafterthewholeJessica

thing,andyetherehewas.

Isatdown,andlookedatthedocumentinfront

ofme.IreadthroughthemandasSiyahadsaid,

hehadputeverythinginmyname.AllIhadto

dowassignanditwasover.

Siya,gavemeapen,andIlookedathim,tosee

ifIcouldseeatraceofhesitancefromhim,but

therewasnone. 

ItookthepapersandIrippedthemtoshreds.

Siyastoodupannoyed.



Him:whythehelldidyoudothat

Me:becauseIdon'tagreetotheterms 

Him:butRifiloeI'vegivenyoueverything.What

morecanIdo

Me:Idon'twantyourmoney 

Him:it'snotuptoyou 

Me:sureashellis 

Him:GodyouaresoDamnstubborn 

Irolledmyeyesathim

Him:Rifiloe,Ineedthisissue,settledbeforeI

leave 

Me:well,that'snotmyproblemnowisit?

Him:youthinkthisisajokedon'tyou?

Me:ajoke?Siyayoutoldmeyouwantadivorce

thismorning,andnow6hourslateryou're

wavingpapersinfrontofme.Youdon'teven

havethedecencytogivemetimetoabsorbthis

wholething,andthenyoutellmeIthinkthisisa



joke. 

Him:baby,I'msorry.Iknowthisisdifficult,but

I'mjustpressedfortime.Ineedtogetoutthe

countryASAP.Ineedtostarttracking

Fernandez.Mebeinghereisonlygivinghim

moretime

Me;Howisitthatallyoucareaboutiswork?

Siyayouareendingourmarriage,andyoukeep

preachingtomeaboutwork 

Him;RifiloeIneedyoutodothis.Notforme,

butforus

Me:justlikethat 

Him:Rifiloe,Idon’tknowwhatelsetosay.I've

satdownandlookedatalltheoptions,butthe

bestisformetoletyougo.Ihavetodothat,so

thatyouhaveashotatanormallife

Me:normal?HowcanIeverbenormal,after

everythingthat'shappened

Him:you'regoingtohavetotry



IcouldseethathonestlynothingIsaidordid

wouldchangeSiya’smind.Hewantedadivorce,

andIwouldhavetogivehimone.Therewasno

usetryinganymore.Thiswasit.Theendof

everything.Iwipedawaymytears,andlooked

athim.

Me:callyourlawyer,andgethimtocomehere 

Him;why 

Me;youwantadivorcedon'tyou?

Him:yes

Me:thendowhatI'mtellingyou

Siyatookouthisphone,anddialledJohn. 

Iwenttoourbedroom,anddialledSizwe.Ialso

neededalawyerandIfeltlikeSizwewasmy

bestoption,especiallywiththelackoftime

Him:Fifi 



Me;heydude

Him:yousounddown,what'sup

Me;Ineedalawyer 

Him:what’sgoingon

Me:canyoucometothehouse 

Him:I'monmyway 

Me:thankyou

AfterspeakingtoSizwe,Idecidedtostart

packingsomeofmystuff.Ididn'tplanon

stayinghereanymore.Thiswassupposedtobe

ourmaritalhome,andnowsincethatwasn'tthe

case,thenitwastimeIwentbacktomy

townhouse

IpackedafewthingsthatIneeded,exceptfor

ourweddingalbum,orpictureofmeandSiya.I

didn'twantevenatraceofhimaroundmy



house.

AsIfinishedpacking,Siyacamedowntoletme

knowthatJohnandSizwehadarrived.

Helookedatmybags,andIsawhimshaking

hisheadandwalkoutagain

ItookadeepbreathandaskedGodtohelpme

getthroughthiswithoutcrying.Myeyeswere

alreadyswollenfromthecrying,thelastthingI

neededwastoembarrassmyselfanyfurther.

WhenIgotdownstairsSizweandJohnhad

bothsetup. 

Igreetedbothofthem,andsatnexttoSizwe,

whileSiyasatnexttoJohn.



Me:thankyoubothforcoming,atsuchshort

notice...(sniff)ahmmthereasonyou'reboth

hereisbecauseweneedyoutodraftdivorce

papersforus

Sizwelookedatmeastonished

Itookanotherdeepbreathandasipofwaters

tostopMefromcrying 

Me:Johnasyouareaware,sinceyouhad

alreadydrafteddocsforme,butItorethoseup.

Ididn'tagreetotheterms.I'mnotgoingtobe

takingeverythingfromSiya.He'sworkedhard

foreverythinghehas,andIdon'tthinkitwould

befairformetotakeitall 

Siyawantedtoprotest,butIshuthimdown 

Me;Siya,andIhaven'tbeenmarriedforevena

year.Itwouldbeselfishofmetoagreetothe

termsthathehadpreviouslylaidout 



John:man,ItriedtalkingtoMrNdhlovu,buthe

wouldn'thearit

Me:that'swhyIfigureditwouldbebestforthe

fourofustodiscussthis 

Siya:Idon'tseewhatneedstobediscussed. 

Me:hearmeout.Ithinkthebestthingwouldbe

foryoutokeepthemoneyandassetsyouhad

beforeusgettingmarried,andIkeepwhateverI

hadpriortous.Thatwaywebothdon’tlose

anything

Siya:nothappening 

Me:Siya

HimnoRifiloe,Iwon'thaveit

IlookedatSiya,andIcouldn’tunderstandwhat

hewasplayingat.Whatmaninhisrightmind

wouldwanthissoontobeEx-wife,tokeep

everythingthathehas?Itjustwasn’tmaking

sense



Sizwe:Imighthaveasuggestion 

Wealllookedathim

Sizwe:sinceyou'remarriedinCOP,whynot

shareeverything50/50. 

Me:butIdon'twantthemoney.Orhousesor

cars.Noneofit 

Sizwe:Rifiloe,asyourlawyer,Ibelievethisis

thebestoption,andyouknowit

Me:thiswholethingisjustbull 

Siya:IthinkSizwehasapoint 

Me:Idon't 

Siya:Rifiloe,please.Forgoodnesssakesjusttry

tobereasonable 

John:MrsNdhlovuIthinkit'sforthebest 

ME:Idon't

Siya:Rifiloe,itseitheryoutakehalforyoutake



everything.Youdon'thaveachoiceinthe

matter

Me:likeIdon’thaveachoiceinthisdivorce?

WhenhaveIeverhadachoicewhenitcometo

you? 

Him;thatisexactlywhythisisforthebest.The

soonerI’mnottiedtoyouthebetterfor

everyone

Siya’swords,feltlikeaswordbeingputthrough

me.hewassocalm,butyoucouldseehewas

hurtingatthesametime

IlookedatSizwe

Me:canyoudraftthepaper's

Him:yes

Me:thankyou 



Him:whendoyouneedthemby

IlookedatSiyaforananswer 

Him:Ineedthemtonightstill 

SizweandJohnbothlookedatusalarmed.Siya

explainedthatheneededtobeoutofSAasap,

andthereforewantedthissortedbythe

morning

IdishedupforSizwe,andJohn.Thenwentto

thebedroom.Ineededabitofspacefrom

everyone.Talkingaboutthedivorcehadmade

everythingveryreal,andIjustneededsome

timetoabsorb.

Isatonthebed,withtearsstreamingdownmy

face.IthoughtofallthethingsthatSiyaandI

hadgonethrough,andnowwewereendingit.

AndnomatterhowmuchIlovedhim,itwasn't

enoughanymore.



Icriedsilentlyforhours.Isobadlywantedto

sleep,butsleephaddeprivedme.Insteadithad

leftmetofeel,andrightnowhonestlyIjust

didn’twanttofeelanything.Icravedfeeling

numb,justsothatIcouldatleastbreathe

SiyawalkedinasIwaslayingonthebed.He

lookedatme,andswallowed.Iknewhewanted

tocomfortme,buthedidn’t. 

Him:Rifiloe,thepapersareready 

Me:I’llbethereinasec

Him;babyI

Iwantedhimtofinishhissentence.InfactI

neededhimtotellmehadcomeupwith

anotherplan,buthedidn’t.Instead,hewalked

backdownstairsandleftmewonderingwhathe

wantedtosay 



Iwenttothebathroomtowashmyface,and

freshenupabit,thenwentdownstairs

IsatdownnexttoSizweandhegavemethe

papers.Ireadthroughthemandthenlooked

up. 

Me:whydoIhavetostayhere 

Sizwe:becauseofthesecurityfeatures 

Me:Iwashopingtomovebackintomy

townhouse 

Siya;that’snotoptional 

Me:butSiyathisisn'tfair.Youtell,meyouwant

adivorce,andnowyouexpectmetostayhere

inyourhouse?HowamIsupposedtomoveon,

whenyouwillbewatchingmyeverymove 

Him;Rifiloe,thishousehasthebestsecurity

featuresintheworld.Theguardwillonlybe

hereincaseyouneedthem,butIswearIwon’t

interferewithyourlife 



Me;whataboutmytownhouse 

Him;youcankeepit.It’sstillyours 

Me;sowherewillyoustayifyouareinJHB

Him;I’mgoingtopurchaseanewhouse 

Ireadthroughtherestofthedocument,and

decidedtoletgo.Therewasnousefighting

withSiya.HehadmadeitclearthatIdidn’thave

achoiceinmostofthenegotiations,soIwant

goingtoargue.Iwastootiredanyway

Itookapen,andtookadeepbreath. 

Me:canIaskyouguystogivemeandSiyaa

moment

Sizwe,andJohnwenttothelounge,whileI

stayedinthediningroomwithSiya.Iwantedto

makesureSiyawassureaboutthis. 

Me:sothisisitthen 

Him:Rifiloe.Iwishtherewasanotherway.If

therewasIwouldtakeit.Butunfortunately



thereisn't

Me:Siyaareyousureaboutthis?Likehonestly

you'regivinguponus? 

IsawahintofhesitationinSiya’seyes,buthe

quicklyregainedhishardposture 

Him:it'stheonlyway

Myheartbrokeforthemillionthtimetoday.This

wasit.Therewasnomorewaitingorarguing.

Thiswastheend,andIhadtoacceptit

Itookthepen,andinitialledoneachpage.I

pausedabitwhenIgottothelastpage.But

theneventuallysigned.

IgavethepaperstoSiya,Hehadtears

streamingdownhisface.Iknewitwasonlya

matterofminutestillIbrokedown,soistood

upandsaidgoodbyetoSizweandJohn.



IcouldseeSizwewantedtostay,butItoldhimI

wasfine.

IleftSizwe,JohnandSiya,inthediningroom,

tofinishup.Itwasofficiallyover.Iwasno

longerMrsNdhlovu.Iwasnowbacktobeing

Mokoena.Andthatwasabitterasspillto

swallow.

Iwentbacktoour,orshouldIsaymybedroom,

anddroppeddownonthefloor.Iwantedso

badlytowakeupfromthisnightmare.Butthis

time,therewasnoonetowakemeup.

Siyaknockedonthedoor,butItoldhimtoleave.

Ididn’twanttobewithhim,ortohavehim

comfortme.Iwantedhimoutofmylife.Every

traceofhim,Iwantedgone.Hehadliterallytore



myheartapart,andnoamountofapologizing

wasgoingtochangethat

Him;Rifiloe,please.Justletmein 

Me;goawaySiya 

Him;baby,please.I’mbeggingyou.Justletme

holdyou 

Me;gotohellyoufuckingbeast.Ifuckinghate

you.(Sniff)Howcouldyoudothistome?

Him;ifyoudon’topen,I’mgoingtohaveto

breakthedoordown 

Me;fuckyou

IthoughtmaybeSiyawasexaggerating,buthe

wasn’t,becausethenextthingIheardahuge

bangonthedoor.Hewashonestlytryingto

breakthedoordown.



Igotup,andwenttoopenthedoorforhim.He

walkedin,andIwentandlayonthebed,and

coveredmyselfwithduvet

Siya,cameandhesatnexttome.Idon’tknow

whathethinkshe’sdoing.Hehadgottenwhat

hewantedandnowhewantedtoplaytheangel.

Fuckhimandhisfuckingbullshit

Him;BabyI’msorry 

Me;**Silence** 

Him;Rifiloe,Iknowyou’rehurting,andthefact

thatI’mthecauseofyourtearsonceagain

demolishesme,butbabyitdoesn’tmeanIdon’t

loveyou.Ialwayswill.Nomatterwhatis

happeninginmycrazyworld,theloveIhavefor

youisn’tbasedonapieceofpaper.Ijustwish

thatmaybeinanotherlife,orinafewyears,you

andIwillfindourwaybacktooneanother.But



rightnowIcouldneverbethemanthatyou

need,anditwouldbeselfishofmetokeepyou

onaleash,whenIknowthatI’mnotgoingtobe

abletobethehusbandthatyouneed.Iam

abouttogoonthebiggestmissionofmylife.

Thingsaregoingtogetbad,butatleastiknow

thatyouwillbesafe.

IknowSiyawastryingtomakemebetter,but

nothinghesaidwashelpful.Insteadhewasjust

fuelingmyanger.AftereverythingthatIhad

givenup,herehewastellingmeshitabout

maybeinthefutureblahblah.Ifonlyhehadleft

hisJobafterhisshooting,wewouldn’tbehere.

Ifonlyhehadmadethesacrificesheneededto

makeearlier,wewouldn’tbehere.Butinstead

hewasselfish.Hewantedbestofbothworlds

andnowIwastheonewhohadtopaytheprice.
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*******SIYA********

ThelookonRifiloe’sface,willforeverhauntme.

Shelookedsoheartbroken,andtothinkthatI

wastheonewhomadeherfeelthisway,made

mehatemyselfevenmore.

IknowIwasmakingtherightdecision,butit

didn’tmakeitanyeasieronme.Rifiloe,has

sacrificedherentirelifeforme.IwishIhadleft

theforce,whensheaskedmeto.BecauseifI

had,wewouldn’tbeinthismess.SonowhereI

amsittingnexttothewomanIlove,andIcan’t

comforther,ortellherthatthingswillbeokay,

allbecauseofmydecisions.

IjustwishIcouldtellhereverything,butIcan’t



becauseofthisfuckingFernandez.

Me;Rifiloe,justletmeholdyou.Please 

Her;staythefuckawayfromme 

Me;baby,i

Rifiloe,gotoutthecoversandlookedatme

Her;Getout 

Me;babyletme 

Her;Siya,Iwantyouout 

Me;butRi 

Her;thisismyhouseisn’tit? 

Me;yesBut

Her;nobuts.Getthefuckout,andstayout



IknewRifiloewasmadatme,butIhonestly

neverexpectedhertokickmeout.IthoughtI

wouldgettoatleastspendmylastnightinSA

withher.Insteadoflettingmeexplain,shewent

totheclosetandstartedpullingmyclothesout.

Shetookoutasuitcaseandstartedpackingmy

stuff.

Me;Rifiloe,wait..letme 

Her;Idon’twanttofuckinghereit.GetoutSiya

Me;but 

Her;now

Iwantedtoexplainafewthings,butRifiloe

wasn’thavingit.Shethrewmystuffalloverthe

place.

Ievenhadtododgeoneoftheshoesthatshe



aimedatme.

Her;whythefuckareyoustillstandingthere?

GetoutSiya.Gotowhereeverthefuckyou

wanttogo.Iwantabsolutelynothingtodowith

you

Me;butbaby.Letme 

Her;don’tfuckingbabyme.Getout.

Icouldseethatbyme,tryingtoexplain,Iwas

onlymakingthingsworse.Rifiloehadsomuch

angerinher,Ihadnochoicebuttoletherbe.

Me;ok,ok,Illgo 

Her;nxa



Rifiloe,stormedoutofthecloset,andleftme

theretopack.Ipackedafewessentialthings,

butthenheardglassshattering. 

IranoutandfoundRifiloeintheloungewitha

golfclubinherhand,breakingeverymirror,

pictureglasstableshecouldfind.

Iknewnowthatshehadtransitionedfrom

beingsad,absoluterage.

Me;Rifiloe,stop 

Her;staythehellawayfromme

Itriedgettingcloserbutsheswungatme.

Me;Rifiloe,you’llhurtyourself.Stop



KnowingRifiloe,sheprobablycouldn’teven

hearawordIwassaying. 

Shelefttheloungeandheadedforthedining

room.IjustknewifIdidn’tstophershewas

goingtobreakthediningroomtable,and

judgingbythesizeofit,shewasgoingtohurt

herself.

SoIranafterher,andgrabbedherfrombehind,

andgrabbedthegolfclub

Me;baby,please.Just 

Her;letgooffme

Me;Rifiloe,Thisisntgoingtomakeyoufeel

better 

Her;sureashellwill.Nowletgo 

Me;Rifiloe,Iknowyou’remad,but 

Her;Idon’tcare,justletgo



Shetriedpullingthegolfclubfromme,but

luckilyIhadatightgriponit 

Sheturnedaroundinstead,andlappedme

acrosstheface. 

Look,Rifiloeisaverysmallgirl.Shebarley

reachesthetopofmyRibs,butthatslapwas

nojoke.Ihonestlydidadoubletake.Icouldn’t

believeitcamefromhertinyhand.

Ithrewthegolfsticktotheside,andputmy

armsaroundher.Shetriedpullingback,butI

wouldn’tlether.Iknowshewashurting,andI

justwantedtotrymakeitbetter,andtheonly

wayIknewhowwasbyholdingher

**************Rifiloe****************



BeinginSiya’sarms,wasbothconfusing,and

infuriating.Idon’tknowwhyhestoppedme.All

IwantedwastoletthepainthatIwasfeeling

out.Itwasconsumingmyheart.IthurtandI

justwantedittostop.

Me;Siyaletgoofme 

Him;SHHHH, 

Me;(sniff)whydoyoualwayshurtme?(sniff)

wasIsuchabadwife,thatyouwantedtohurt

mesobadly.(sniff)whycouldn’tyouhavelet

mecometotermswithallthis

Him;baby,itwasn’tlikethatyouknowthatIstill

loveyouRifiloe.That’snotsomethingthatIcan

justsignaway

Siyaheldmewhile,Icriedmylungsout.Iwas

somadathim,butatthesametimestill

wantedhim.HowwasIsupposedtolive



withouthim? 

Hepickedmeupandwalkedmetomy

bedroom,andplacedmeonthebed. 

Heputthecoversoverme,andtookoffhis

shoesandjoinedme.

Him;wehave2hoursleft.CanIjustholdyoutill

youfallasleepforthelasttime? 

Iwantedtotellhimtofuckoff.Butdecidedto

ratherjustlethimbe.Itookoffmyringand

gaveittohim

Him;don’ttakeitoff 

Me;I’mnomarriedtoyou.Idon’tseewhyIhave

tokeepiton

Him;Ijust(sigh)keepitinthesafe

Ilookedathisleftfinger,andhestillhadhis



ringon

Me;youshouldtakethatoff 

Him;notye 

Me;whynot 

Him;justletgoRifiloe.I’lltakeitoffwhenI’m

ready 

Me;fine

Itookmyringandputitinthedraw.Iwastoo

lazytowalktothesafe.Igotbackintobed,and

enjoyedthelastcuddle,thatIwouldgetfrom

Siya. 

IdriftedofftosleepinSiya’sarms.Hewas

playingwithmyhair,andIwaslisteningtohis

heartbeat.Imayhavebeensad,andhurt,butI

wasgladthatheconvincedmetospendour

lastfewhourstogether.



WhenIwokeupthefollowingmorning,itwas

already11:00am.MyheadknewthatSiya

wasn’taround,butmyheartheldouthope. 

Iwasn’treallyinthemoodtogetoutofbed,soI

tookashower,andchangedintoanotherpairof

pyjamas,andgotbackintobed.Iwantedto

wallowinself-pityanddidn’tcareabout

anythingelse.

Isleptforafewmorehours,butwasthen

wokenupbysomeoneknockingonmydoor.

Iopenedthedoor,andfoundmamMartha

standingontheothersidewithfoodonatray

Her;it’safter1,youshouldeat

Me;Nothankyouma,I’mnotreallyinthemood



forfood

Her;youneedtokeepupyourstrength 

Me;Thanksma.

Ididn’treallyneedorwantfood.ButIalsodidn’t

wanttoseemungrateful.SoItookthefood. 

Iheardthedoorbellring,andmamMarthatold

menottoworry.Shewouldanswerit

Isatonthebed,andtriedeatingmyfood.I

pickedthroughit,tillIheardanotherknockon

thedoor. 

Iwenttoopen,anditwasmamMarthaagain

Her;sorrytodisturb,butBonihasarrived 

Me;shit,Itotallyforgotabouther 

Her;doyouwantmetosendheraway



Me;no.ahmm,I’llbedowninaminute

Iwenttotheclosettochangeintoleggingsand

aT-shirt,andnoticethatmostofSiya’sstuff

wasgone.

Itookadeepbreathinandout,thenputonmy

slippersandwalkeddownstairs.

AsalwaysBonihadabigsmileonherface.I

rolledmyeyesather

Her;soyouforgotaboutme 

Me;sorryman,Thingshavebeenabitrough 

Her;Iknow.WhichisexactlywhyIboughtyou

moreice-cream,andsomechickflicks 

Me;(chuckles) 

Her;comesit,andtellmehowyou’rereally

doing



Isatnexttoher,andtoldhereverythingthat

happened.Bonijusthuggedme,andletmecry

Her;ItsgoingtobeokRifiloe.Intimeyouwill

moveonwithlife,andmaybeyouguyswillbe

abletopatchthingsup 

Me;Idon’tknowBoni.ItjustseemslikeSiya

andIarecursed.Nothingwedoisever

successful.

Her;norelationshipisperfectRifiloe.Youjust

havetoworkatit.LookatmeandHlokes.He

justtoldmetheotherdaythathisonenight

standishavinghisbaby 

Me;askiesmyfriend 

Her;don’tbe.Ihavealreadyputherinherplace.

RightafterslappingtheshitoutofHlokes 

Me;(chuckles) 



Her;youlaugh.Buthedidn’tthinkitwasatthe

time,butnowwelaughaboutit 

Me;well,atleastHlokeshasn’tgonerunningfor

thehills

Her;hecouldn’twaittoleavetownwithGhost.

ButItoldhimI’dberightherewaitingforhim

whenhegetsback 

Me;luckyyou,butIthinkthisisitformeand

SIya 

Her;maybe.Butnoneofuscantellthefuture 

Me;juststopbeingsoenthusiastic,andgiveme

mytubofice-cream

Boniwenttofetchtheicecream,andweboth

justatetillwecouldn’ttakeanymore. 

Wewatchedafewmovies,atejunk,andtook

uglyselfies.TheonethingIloveaboutBoni,is

thatnomatterwhat,shewasthatkindofrideor

diefriend.Notthatmyotherfriendsweren’t.But



itwasjusteasierformetotalktoBoni,because

sheknewexactlywhoSiyawas.SoIneverneed

tosugar-coathingswithher.

Bonistayed,untilafter8pm.Bythetimesheleft

Ihadcried,laughedandevenprayed.Wehad

dinnertogether,thenshewenthome. 

Iwasreallygratefulthatshehadstayedforso

long.ShemademefeellikeIcouldgetoverthis.

AfterBonileft,Iwenttomybedroomtoget

someshuteye. 

IlookedatmyphoneandIhad2missedcalls

fromSiya.Icheckedmessages,andhehad

sentmeamessagetellingmetocheckmy

emails. 

Itookmylaptopandwentthroughmyemails.

Theemailhewasreferringtowasaboutthe

reopeningofNdhlovucorp.Iwasexcited,



becauseIwouldatleastbeabletogetbackto

work.

IsenthimaWhatsAppsayingthankyou,andhe

calledmeback. 

Decidedtoignorehiscall.Ididn’tseetheuseof

usstayingincontact.Ifweneededtodiscuss

anythingconcerningbusiness,thenwecoulddo

soviaemail.Butpersonalcallsafterworking

hourswereofflimits. 

Iputmyphoneonsilent,andwenttosleep.

GettingoverSiyawasn’tgoingtobeeasy.I

alreadymisshimsomuch,andithasn’teven

beenaweek.IjustprayedthatwithtimeIwould

beabletomoveon,andlivemylifewithouthim.

Tomorrowwasanewday,andIplannedon

concentratingonmyjob,andbuildingmycareer.



ItwastimeIstartedconcentratingonmyself,

andstartforgettingaboutSiya.

Ihadexactlyaweek,beforeNdhlovuCorp

reopened.SoIntheMantime,Ineededto

removeeveryinchofSiyaoutofmylife.

Ouronlyconnectionmovingforwardwouldbe

throughNdhlovuCorp.
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IwokeupthedayfollowingSiya’sdeparture

feelingalotlessgloomy.

Iwasn’tinthemoodtositaroundandeatice-

creamagain,soIdecidedtoratherredecorate



thehouse.Istartedwithgettingridofallthe

bedsheetsandDuvets.ThenItookdownevery

pictureofSiyathatIcouldfind.Imovedtothe

closet,andemptiedouttherestofhis

belongings.

Theonlygoodabouttheclosetspace,wasthat

Icouldfillitupwithmoreofmythings.

Idecidedtokeepmyringinthesafe.Ididn’t

planonwearingitagain,butIalsodidn’twant

tosellit.

WhenIwasdone,IcalledMamMarthaand

askedherifshewantedanyofthestuff.

Shetookwhatshewanted,thenItoldherto

donatetherestofit.



ShelookedatmeandIknewshehad

somethingshewantedtosay

Me;sayit 

Her;doyoureallywanttogetridofeverything 

Me;Yes.AndIplanonburningallthose

pictures 

Her;evenyourweddingalbum 

Me;especiallymyweddingalbum 

Her;areyousureaboutthis? 

Me;yes.Hetoldmetomoveon,soIdon’tsee

thepointofhangingontothepast 

Her;ok

Mam,Marthatookallthestuff,whileIchanged

andwentshopping. 



IwasstillannoyedthatIhadtohavesecurity

withmeeverywhereIwent,butatleastthere

wasonlytwoguardsinsteadof4,andtheykept

atadistant.

Ishoppedforalmostthewholeday.Ibought

newbedding,pictureframes,mirrorsect

IstillhadoneofSiya’screditcards,soIwent

wild.Idon’tknowwhyIdidn’tusemine,Butfor

somereasonIjustfeltlikeannoyinghim.Ieven

endeduporderingawholelotofGym

equipment

Iplannedonturninghisoffice,intoanicegym,

andsincehehadnolimitonhiscreditcard,I

tookadvantage.

AftershoppingIwasexhausted.Idecidedtogo



tomugandbean,justtogetasmoothie,before

headinghome. 

AsIwaswalkingoutMugandbean,Ibumped

intoJason.

Him;fancymeetingyouhere 

Me;Howareyou? 

Him;well,you? 

Me;I’mgood. 

Him;didn’tknowyouwerebackinthecountry 

Me;beenbackforacoupleofmonthsnow 

Him;andyoudon’tevenpopbytosayHI 

Me;sorrydude.Thingshavebeenhectic.

Him;Weshouldcatchupsoon 

Me;sure,justtextmeadateandtime 

Him;illholdyoutoit 

Me;youdothat.



IgaveJasonahuggoodbye,thenlefttogo

home.WhenIarrivedhome,Iaskedtheguards

toplaceeverythinginthelounge. 

Allthatwasleftwasforthegymequipmentto

arrive.

MamMarthalookedatallthestuffandsmiled

Her;IhaveamessagefromGhost 

Me;oh 

He;askedthatyoucallhim,assoonasyouget

home 

Me;Thanksma

IdecidedtoratherunpackallthestuffthatIhad

bought.Ineededtogetahandymantocome

andhangthemirrorsoncetheyarrived,but



otherthanthatIwaspleasedwitheverything

else.

Iputnewbeddingonthebed,andunpackedthe

rest.BythetimeIwasdone,Icouldhardly

standonmyfeet.Ifloppedonthecouchand

watchedsomeTV.Isawmyphonevibrating

andsawitwasSiya.

Iignoredthecall,anddecidedtorathercallmy

aunt.Ithinkitwasonlyfairformetolether

knowthatSiyaandIhadbrokenup.

Her;nana 

Me;hiRakgadi,howareyou 

Her;imgood.You?

Me;ahhmI’mok 

Her;whatswrongFifi?



Me;well,AhhmmSiyaandIhavebrokenup 

Her;whennow 

Me;afewdaysago 

Her;whathappened? 

Me;It’salongstoryRakgadi.Butilltellyouall

aboutitwhenIcomehome 

Her;whendoyouplanoncominghome 

Me;imdrivingdowntomorrow

Her;ok.Illseeyouthen 

Me;thanksRakgadi.

He;Iloveyoune 

Me;Loveyoutoo

Ididn’treallyplanongoinghome,butwhenI

spoketomyaunt,Ijustknewthatwastheright

thingtodo.IthadbeenawhilesinceIhadbeen

home,andIthinkitwoulddomegoodtogo



andvisitmyparent’sgrave,andjustgetin

touchwithwhoIam.

Ihadahomemadesmoothie,thenwenttopack

mybag.Iwantedtospendatleast4dayswith

myaunt,andthenbebackonSaturday.SoI

couldrestonSunday,beforeIhadtostarta

workonMonday.

AfterpackingIwentstraighttobed.Iwantedto

leavebrightanearlytomorrow,sothatIdidn’t

havetodriveduringtheday.Especiallywiththe

crazyweatherwehavelately.

IsentBoniaWhatsApplettingherknowthatI

willbeawayforawhile.Thenmistakenly

answeredacallfromSiya

Shit



Me;hello 

Him;I’msurprisedyoutookmycall 

Me;Iactuallyansweredbymistake 

Him;well,I’mgladeitherway 

Me;Siya,whatcanIdoforyou 

Him;Iseeyouwentshopping 

Me;yaahso 

Him;justcheckinguponyou 

Me;ok,coolbye 

Him;wait 

Me;what 

Him;Imissyou

Iputthephonedown.Idon’tknowwhatthe

fuckSiyawasplayingat.Hiswholehotandcold

shitwasannoyingthefuckoutofme.



Hetriedcallingme,butIignoredhimandput

myphoneonsilent.

Iwokeupthenextmorningataround5am,I

tookaquickshower,thenwentdownstairswith

mybags.

IleftanoteformamMartha,tellingherIwas

goingaway.Iwaskindofhopingtododgethe

guards,butthemomentIsteppedout,they

werewaiting. 

Iletoutasigh,andexplainedthatIwasgoing

homefortheweekend.Theyinsistedthatthey

hadtoreporttoSiya,firstblahblahblah

IdecidedtorathercallSiyamyself.AllIwas

doingwasgoingtoQwaQwa.



IdialledSiyaandhepickeduponthesecond

ring 

Him;Rifiloe 

Me;Hi…doyouhaveamoment 

Him;foryou?Always 

Me;Siya,willyoustopwithallofthat 

Him;it’sthetruthmos 

Me;Canwejuststicktothetopicathand. 

Him;whichis 

Me;I’mgoingtoQwaQwa,butapparentlyIneed

getpermissionfrommyextodoso 

Him;Idon’tlikethatword 

Me;whatword 

Him:ex

Me;Siya, 

Him;ok,sorry 



Me;so 

Him;I’lllettheteamknow.Infutureplease

discussthiswithmeprior

Iputthephonedown,andgotinmycar.Iwas

gratefulbecauseatleastIdidn’thavetodrive

withaguardinthecar.

IarrivedinQwaQwaataround9:00am.Iwent

straighttomyaunt’shouse.Insteadofmy

parents’house.Iwasn’tsureIwasreadytogo

thereasyet.

WhenIarrived,Icouldsmellfreshlybaked

scones

Me;koko 

Her;comein



Iwalkedinandgaveherahug.Ididn’tbreakthe

hugforawhile.Itjustfeltsogoodtobeinher

arms.Iheldontighterandtearsstartedtoflow.

Her;shhhh.You’rehomenow 

Me;(sniff)Imissedyousomuch

Her;I’vemissedyoutoo 

Me;(sniff)

Myauntbrokethehg,andwipedmytears

Her;sitdown,I’vemadefreshscones 

Me;I’llputthekettleon

Imadetea,whilemyauntandImovedtothe

diningroom.Nothingmakesyoufeelmoreat

home,thanhavingsconeswithtea. 



Her;sotellmewhat’sgoingon?

Me;Idon’tevenknowwheretostart 

Her;startatthebeginning

Itoldmyaunteverythingthathappened

betweenSiyaandmyself.IonlyleftouttheOps

issue,andbeingkidnapped,otherthanthatI

toldherthetruthaboutourrelationship. 

Fromhisbabymama,tomemoryloss,tolosing

thetwins,thengettingmarried,andlastlyour

divorce.

Thelookonmyauntsfacetoldmethatno

matterhowmuchshelovesme,shewasgoing

togivemeonehellofalecture

Itookasipofmytea,andbracedmyself



Her;that’salottogothroughinjustoverayear

Me;yaah 

Her;I’veheardyoutellmeabouteverything,but

notoncedidIhearyousayyouprayedaboutit

Me;true 

Her;Rifiloe,Mybrotherandhiswiferaisedyou

inthehouseofGod.Youwerebroughtupasa

believer.Whywouldyouforsakeallofthat? 

Me;I 

Her;noexcuses.Thereisnowayyour

relationshipwithaman,wouldbesuccessful

withoutyouhavingarelationshipwithGod.You

weretryingtorunthings,butyouforgotthat

Godistheonewhorunsourlives. 

Me;sowhatdoyousuggest 

Her;gobacktoyourroots.Gotochurch.Seek

Godinyourlife.Seekhisguidance.Putonyour

churchuniform,andenjoybeingsingle. 



Me;Iguessyourright 

Her;IknowI’mright. 

Me;ThankyouRakgadi 

Her;don’tthankme.I’llalwaysbehereforyou

Rifiloe.Nomatterwhat

MyauntandIspokeforhours.Welookedat

someofmyparentsalbums. 

Sincemyparentspassing,Ihadavoidedlooking

attheirpictures.EvenbeinginQwaQwafelt

weird.

Afterhavinglunchwithmyaunt,Idecidedto

joinherfortheeveningserviceatchurch. 

Myauntcameoutinheruniform,andreminded

mesomuchofmymother.

Her;aren’tyougoingtochangeintoyour

uniform?



Me;Idon’tthinkitevenfitsmeanymore 

Her;wellthere’sonlyonewaytofindout 

Me;I’llgogetit

Ileftmyaunt,andwalkedtomyparents’home.

Ifoundmycousinthere.Hewastheonetaking

careofthehouse,sincetheirpassing. 

Igreetedhim,andtoldhimwe’dcatchup,after

church.

Itookmyuniform,andwentbacktomyaunt’s

house.

Her;Fifi,we’regoingtobelate.Hurryup 

Me;Ijustneedtoironitquickly. 

Her;passithere,Illironitforyou,whileyouget

ready



Iwenttothebedroomandgotready,then

changedintomyuniform. 

Her;fitslikeaglove 

Me;yaah, 

Her;come.We’llbelate 

Me;Ijustneedmycarkeys 

Her;Rifiloe,Thechurchisdowntheroad. 

Me;ok,fine,let’swalk 

Her;areyourguyscomingwith?

Me;youmeantheguards? 

Her;Yes

Me;unfortunatelyyes.Buttheyarevery

discreet. 

Her;thankgoodness.

Wewalkedtochurch,andImustsay,Ireally



enjoyedtheservice.IthadbeensolongsinceI

hadbeeninchurch.Itwasabitawkward

runningintoHlokes’parents,butnonethelessI

wasgladtoseethem.

Afterchurch,myauntandIwenthome,andhad

dinnerwithmyuncle. 

Myauntwasrightaboutonething.Ihadletthe

bigcitychangewhoIwas.Iwasnolongerthe

sameRifiloe,girlwholovedherselfandenjoyed

life.InsteadIhadbecomesodependentonSiya,

bothemotionallyandphysically.ThatIhad

totallyneglectedmyspirituallife.Butnomore.

Nowitwastimetotrulytakecareofme,and

notfeelbadfordoingso.
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Iwokeupthefollowingmorningfeelingaslight

asafeather.Itwasasthoughaweighthad

beenliftedoffmyshoulders.

Iwashopingmyauntwouldbegoingtothe

farmtoday.IfeltlikebeingIntouchwithnature.

Itidiedupmyroom,openedthewindows,and

wenttobath.

BythetimeIwasdone,Iwenttomake

breakfastformyauntanduncle.

Myuncletookhisbreakfasttogo,whilemy

auntandIsat

Her;sowhatareyourplansfortoday?

Me;Iwashopingtogotothefarmwithyou 



Her;Serious?

Me;Yes. 

Her;Letsfinishhere,thewecango

Wehadbreakfast,thenweleftforthefarm.

Ihelpedmyauntmilkthecows,feedthe

chickensandevenhelpedheremployeeswith

gatheringeggsfromthechickens.

IthadbeensolongsinceIhadbeenhere,butI

stillenjoyedeverything.Idecidedtogoupon

thehill,andjusttakeinthebeautyofthisplace.

Idecidedtomakeaprayer.Despitemeno

longerbeingwithSiya,Istillsomehowmissed

Him.



Idon’tknowwhetheritwasmecravinghis

scentormejustbeingfoolish,butIhadto

honestlylearntoputhiminmypast.Theonly

problemwiththatisthatSiya,hadatendencyof

keepingmeonahinge,andIneededtotake

myselfoffit,sothatIcouldtrulymoveon. 

Itookoutmyphoneandtypedoutanemailto

him.IknewthatifIheardhisvoice,Iwould

changemymind.

From:RifiloeMokoena

[mailto:RifiloeM@NdhlovuCorp.co.za]

Sent:01March201610:45AM

To:SiyabongaNdhlovu

<siyabongM@NdhlovuCorp.co.za>

Subject:Goodbye

DearSiya,



FirstlyIhopethatyouarewell,whereveryouare

intheworld.

AsyouknowI’mhomeinQWAQWAatthe

moment,andthetimeawayhasdonemesome

good. 

WhichiswhywhatI’mgoingtosayisgoingto

hurtme,butnonethelessIthinkIneedtotell

you.

IloveyouSiya.IloveyoumorethanI’veloved

myself.WhichIthinkisratherunhealthy. 

Ineededyourlovetomakemefeelcomplete,

andyetIdidn’tlovemyselftoknowwhenit

wasn’tenough.

Iknowyou’reprobablywonderingwhyI’m

sendingyouthis,andthereasonisbecauseI’m

finallylettinggoofyou.Ineedtodothissothat



Icanbreathe. 

Ineedyouinturntostayaway.Ineedyouto

refrainfromcontactingme,inanyway

IknowthatisratherdifficultgiventhefactthatI

amCEOofyourcompany,butIhavedecidedto

resignfromNdhlovuCorp.Ican’tmoveon,ifI

amlinkedtoyou.Ineedtobeabletotryandget

usedtolifewithoutyou,andthebestwayI

know,isbyseparatingmylifefromyours 

Ihopeyoufindwhateveritisthatyouare

lookingforinlife 

Thanks&kindregards

RifiloeMokena

PS;pleaserefrainfromcallingmetodiscuss

theabove.It’sdifficulttypingit.Idon’tthinkI

canbeartohearyourvoice



Ipressedsend.AndhopedthatSiyawould

honourmyrequest.Idecidedtoblockhimonall

socialmediapagesandonmyphone.AllI

coulddonow,washopehewouldunderstand,

andalsomoveon.

************SIYA****************

ThisfuckingemailfromRifiloewasdrivingme

mad.Iknowaftereverythingthat’shappened,I

havenorighttowanther,butthisemailwas

honestlymyworstnightmare.

EventhoughIhadn’tspokentoheraboutthis,I

hadhopedshewouldwaitforme.Iknowit’s

selfish,ofmeespeciallysinceIwastheone

wholeadushere.Butjudgingbyheremail,

Rifiloewasmovingon,andthethoughtofthat



scaredme.

Itriedcallingheronhermobile,butcouldn’tget

through. 

IsentheraWhatsApp,andshehadblockedme.

Itwasclearshewantednothingtodowithme,

andthattorethroughmyheart.

Idecidedtoratherletherbe.Iwastoofaraway

toseeher,anddiscussthis,somyonlyoption

wastolethergo,andpraythatshedoesn’tfind

anyonetillIreturntoSA.

***************RIFILOE**************************

***********

Ispentatleast2weeksinQWAQWA,andI



lovedit.Iwenttothefarmeveryday,andwent

tochurchjustasmuch.Ivisitedmyparent’s

grave,andevenwenthikingwithmyuncle.

Iwasfinallygettingbacktobeingme,andIfelt

atpeaceaboutit,forthefirsttimeinforever,I

washappy.Trulyhappyandithadnothingtodo

aman.

IleftQwaQwafellingrejuvenated.Iwasexcited

tostartthisnewchapterinmylife. 

WhenIarrivedhome,myGymequipmenthad

arrived.Thenewmirrorshadbeenputup,and

mynewpictureshadarrivedfromtheprinters. 

Thehousewaslookingmorelikemyhome,and

Iwasglad.

IknewthateventhoughIdidn’tneedtowork,I

wantedto.I’mnotrallyoneofthosepeoplewho



cansitathomeallday,anddonothing.I

neededtofindaJob,ASAP,sothatIcould

wakeupandhaveapurpose. 

Ilookedonlineforawhile,andsentoutmyCV

totwopotentialcompanies. 

AllinallLifewasOk.Ihadn’tspokentoSiya

sincesendingtheemail.IknewthatIcouldn’t

trulyavoidhimforever,sincehisguardsarestill

followingmeeverywhere,butatleastIknewit

wouldstillbeawhile.

ItextedJason,lettinghimknowIwasback

fromhome,andthatweshoulddoacatchup

session.Tobehonest,Iwantedtopickhisbrain

abouttheJobmarket.

HeaskedifIwasinterestedinmeetingfor

dinner.Ihesitatedabit,butthendecidedwhat

thehell.It’snotlikeItwasadateoranything.



Ihadexactly3hoursbeforedinnerwithJason,

soIdecidedtogotothesalon. 

Iwantedtogetmyhairandnailsdone,Ithinkit

wastimeIdidsomethingdrastic.SoIaskedmy

stylisttocutmyhair.Iwantedsomethingshort,

thatIcouldmaintain.

Aftermytriptothesalon,Irushedhome,to

shower,andgetready,thenlefttoJoinJason,

atarestaurantinCraighall. 

WhenIarrivedattherestaurant,Jasonwas

alreadythere. 

Hestoodupwhenhesawmeandgavemea

hug

Him;Lovingthenewhairstyle 

Me;thankyou 



Him;Sit

Hepulledoutachairforme,andIsatdown

Him;Beingawayhasdoneyougood 

Me;amazingwhatafewdaysatafarmwilldo 

Him;(chuckles)youatafarm?Idon’tseeit 

Me;I’mserious.Iwasmilkingcows,and

feedingchickens 

Him;withthatmanicure 

Me;noMaan,Ionlydidthistoday 

Him;soyouwantedtolookprettyforme?

Me;inyourdreamsbuddy

Him;well,amancanonlydream

Me;yeshecan.Butamanshouldalsoknow

whentoquit 

Him;orbetteryet,whentopersist



IlookedatJasonandsmiled.Therewasnoway

I’mfallingintothistrap.Iwasnowherenear

readytobeinarelationshipagain.Notafterthe

disasterthatI’vejustbeenthrough

Me;Ipersistallyoulike.I’mnotfallingforthis 

Him;well,iftherumoursaretrue,thatmeans

thatyou’refairgame 

Me;fairgame?Really 

Him;YouknowwhatImean 

Me;andwhatdoyoumeanrumours

Him;well,wordisthatyouareDivorcedandare

lookingtomoveonwithyourlife 

Me;howonearthdoyouknowthat‘him;alittle

birdytoldme 

Me;abird? 

Him;ajournalist 



Me;Journalist

Him;yes.Apparentlythere’samagazinestoryin

thepipeline

IlookedatJasontryingtofigureoutifhewas

seriousorjustplayingaround.

Me;Jasonwhywouldanyonewanttoknow

anythingaboutmeoraboutSiya

Him;youseewhathappenswhenyougo

gallivantinginthewoodsforsolong?Youget

leftoutoftheloop 

Me;whatareyoutalkingabout

JasontookouthisphoneandgoogledSiya

Him;look



ItookthephonefromJason,andscrolleddown.

Therewerepicturesofhimeverywhere.From

theblogs,togossipmagazines.Apparentlyhe

madeitontheForbeslistafterthedealin

Beijing.WhichsentSAinafrenzy.

Everyonewantedtoknowmoreaboutthisown

mademillionaire,andsomehowpeoplefound

outabouthimbeingmarried,andnowbeing

divorced 

Me;noway 

Him;yesway 

Me;IthinkIneedadrink 

Him;comingup

IgaveJasonbackhisphone,andwondered



whySiyahadletthismediafrenzygoonforso

long.Itwassounlikehimtoletattentionlike

thisgoon.Siyawasaveryprivateperson.

Somethingwasgoingon,andIjusthoped

whateveritwas,wasn’tgoingtoaffectme,

becauseifjournalistswerealreadyasking

questionsaboutme,itwasonlyamatterof

timetilltheyfoundme.
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HavingdinnerwithJasonwasratherfun.I

noticedheflirtedalot,butImanagedtostay

friendlydespiteit.Imaynotbelookingfor

anythingserious,butIalsowasn’tgoingtowait

aroundandnothavefun.Jasonwaswellaware

thatIwasn’tlookingforarelationship,sowho



wasItostophimfromtrying

Afterdinner,IinsistedondrivingJasonhome.

Hehadhadfartoomuchtodrink,andIwasn’t

reallycomfortablewithhimdriving.Ihadonly

had1glassofwine,socomparedtohim,Iwas

soberasajudge.

Me;weshouldgetyouhome 

Him;willyoutuckmein 

Me;hellno 

Him;(giggles)youarehonestlyahardoneto

crack 

Me;andyetyoukeepontrying 

Him;I’mnotreallyonetogiveup 

Me;Jason,justshutup



Jasonpayedthebill,andthenIdrovehimhome,

whileoneoftheguardsdrovehiscar.

Him;wanttocomein?

Me;Idon’tthinkthat’sagoodidea 

Him;whynot? 

Me;Jason,I 

Him;Rifiloe,Iwon’ttryanything.Ijustwantedto

knowifyouwantedcoffee 

Me;(sigh)fine.Leadtheway

IwalkedinwithJason,andIwasquite

surprisedathowcleanhisapartmentwas

Him;Coffee? 

Me;please 

Him;howdoyoulikeit 



Me;likemymen 

Him;dotell 

Me;sweetandstrong 

Him;blackorwhite 

Me(giggles)dependsonthemood 

Him;andyourmoodtoday? 

Me;mhmmmlet’ssayAhhhmmmblack 

Him;damnit 

Me;(giggles)you’llgetoverit 

Him;barley

Jasonstoodupandwenttomakecoffee,while

Ilookedattheviewthathehadfromhisdining

room.

Him;likewhatyousee?

Me;theviewisamazing 



Him;Iwasreferringtome 

Me;ohhhshutupman

Jasongavememycoffee,andIdrankup.

Me;youmakeameancoffee

Him;Icanmakealotofmeanthings.Allyou

havetodoisstickaround 

Me;(sigh)Jason 

Him;Rifiloe 

Me;I’vejustcomeoutofamarriage.I’mnot

evenclosetobeingreadytodatingagain

Him;whosaidanythingaboutdating?Ijust

wantustochill.Havefun 

Me;Idon’tknow 

Him;Icouldtryconvincingyou



Iwon’tlieandsaythatIwasn’ttemptedtojust

riphisclothesoff.ButatthesametimeIknew

thatitwouldjustleadtomefeelingbad.

Jasonmovedcloser,andstaredintomyeyes

withthosedreamyblueeyes.Myheartstarted

racing 

Him;I’mgoingtokissyou 

Me;don’t

IwantedtotakeastepbackJason’slipswere

alreadyonmine.HekissedmeandIfroze. 

Hetastedlikecoffeeandwinemixedtogether,

anditfeltgreat.HEkissedmedeeper,andI

respondedbyputtingmyarmsaroundhis

neck. 

Imayhaveenjoyedthekiss,butIsureashell

didn’tplanonsleepingwithJason.Iwas

gratefulthathedidn’ttakeitfurther.Insteadhe



slowlypulledawayandsmiledatme

Him;sorry 

Me;noyou’renot 

Him;(chuckles) 

Me;Ishouldgo 

Him;I’llwalkyouout

Jasontookmyhand,andwalkedmeout

Him;sodoyouregretit 

Me;I’mnotsureyet

Him;Iknowyou’renotoveryourexyet.AndI’m

nottryingtoreplacehim. 

Me;I’mgladyougetit 

Him;always.



IgaveJasonahug,andheleanedinandgave

meakissonthecheek.

Him;seeyousoon 

Me;sho

Igotinmycar,andletoutasigh.Idon’treally

knowwhatI’mdoinghere.KissingJasondidn’t

makemefeelGuilty,notatall,butatthesame

time,nomatterhowgoodakisserhewashe

wasn’tSiya,andthatjustannoyedme

WhenIarrivedhome,Iwenttotakeashower,

thengotintobed.Inoticedmyphoneringing,

butthenumberwasn’tfamiliar

Me;Hello 



Him;howwasdinner 

Me;I’mgoodhowareyouSiya 

Him;(sigh) 

Me;whatcanIdoforyou 

Him;nevermind

Siyadroppedthecall.AndIputmyphoneon

silent. 

Iwasn’tgoingtofeelbadaboutgoingtodinner

withafriend.Siyahadnorighttojudgeme.

Nonewhatsoever.Hewastheonewho

decidedtoendthingsmos

Itossedandturnedmostofthenight.Thatcall

fromSiya,hadsomehowrattledmycage.Ifelt

likeIhadhurthimandthatdidn’tsitwellwith

me.



Ilookedatthetimeanditwasafter1:00am.I

decidedtocallSiyaeitherway

Him;mhhh 

Me;Siya 

Him;Mhmmm

Me;wakeup 

Him;Rifiloe,I’vejustputmyheaddown. 

Me;whydidyoucallmeearlier 

Him;doesitmatter 

Me;justanswerthequestion 

Him;(sigh)Iheardaboutdinner 

Me;whataboutdinner 

Him;thatyouwerethereforawhile,and

eventuallywenttohisplace

Me;oh 

Him;didanythinghappen 



Me;areyouhonestlyaskingmeifIsleptwith

Jason 

Him;Yes 

Me;mhmm 

Him;well? 

Me;goodbyeSiya 

Him;Rif

Icutthecall,andputmyphoneonsilentagain.I

don’tknowwhy,butforsomereasonIdidn’t

feelcomfortabletellingSiyaaboutJason

kissingme,butIalsoknewthatSiyawouldfind

awaytogettothetruth.

Iwokeupthefollowingmorningandchanged

intomygymclothes.Iwantedtotestoutsome

ofthenewmachinesthatIhadpurchased. 

Aftermyworkout,Iwenttoshower,thenwent



tohavebreakfast.

WhenIgottothediningroom,Inoticedahuge

bouquetofflowerssittinginthelounge. 

Itookoutthecard,andjustknewtheywere

fromJason. 

Idecidedtocallhimtosaythankyou

Him;Hibeautiful 

Me;hey 

Him;hopeyoulikemyflowers 

Me;lovethem 

Him;doyoulovethemenoughtohavebrunch

withme? 

Me;Jason 

Him;It’sjustBrunch.Ipromisenottokissyou 

Me;thewayyousaidthattoldmeyouarelying 



Him;woulditbesuchabadthingthough 

Me;yes 

Him;wellIdisagree.Youenjoyedthatkissjust

asmuchIdid 

Me;that’snotthepoint 

Him;andwhynot

Me;because 

Him;becauseyou’restillhunguponyourex 

Me;yes 

Him;butI’mnotlookingtoreplacehim

Me;yah,butit’sonlybeen2weeks.Ineedmore

time 

Him;ok,fairenough

Me;thankyou 

Him;canIsaysomething 

Me;yes

Him;Ilookforwardtokissingyouagain 



Me;ByeJason

Iputthecalldown,andshookmyhead.Iwas

honestlyplayingaverydangerousgamewith

JasonandSiya.IjustknewthatJasonwasn’t

goingtomakeiteasyformetobealone.

Hewassodamnpersistent,andtheonesideof

meenjoyedthat,andyetIstillfeltSiyalurkingin

theshadows,andIdidn’tknowifIcouldtruly

moveon.Especiallyafterthecallconversation

withhimlastnight.
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Ispenttherestofthedayindoors.My

consciouswaseatingmeupsobadly.Iloved



Siya,andthethoughtofmekissinganother

man,andhimknowingmademefeelsolow.

Tomakemattersworse,Ididn'ttellhimthatit

wasonlyakiss,andthatnothingmore

happened.HewasprobablythinkingIhadslept

withhim,andthatdidn'tsitwellwithme

Ipickedupmyphonetodialhim,butthen

anothercallcamein,anditwasBoni

Me:friend 

Her;heyyou.Howareu

Me:I'mgoodbabe,andyou?

Her:Rifiloedon’tpretend.Iknowaboutthe

pictures 

Me:pictures?Whatpictures 

Her:shit



Me:Boni

Her:shit,Ithoughtyouknew 

Me:knewwhat?

Her:Ishouldn'thaveopenedmybigmouth

Me:Boniswa,canyoujusttellmewhatthehell

yourtalkingabout 

Her:ahhm

Me:ohforgod’ssake,justopenyourmouth 

Her:therearepicturesofSiyaeverywhere 

Me:huh

Her:tabloids 

Me:so 

Her:well,let'sjustsayhewasn'talone 

Me:Bonicanyoujustputtogetherasentence

thatmakessense

Her:lookontheinternet.I'monmyway 

Boniputdownthephone,andIwenttothe



bedroom,tolookformylaptop.Iwantedtosee

whatwassobadthatBonicouldn'tevenform

words.

TheminuteItypedSiyasnameinthesearch

engine.UpcamepicturesofSiyaandJessica.

Someofthemwereonabeach,theotherswere

ataclub,withJessicapracticallyshovingher

tonguedownhisthroat.Theylookedsoinlove

andhappy.IhadneverseenSiyasorelaxed 

Idouble,infacttriplecheckedthedateofthe

pictures,andtheywereallfromthisweek.

Myhandsstartedtrembling.Wasthishonestly

happening.Siyawasmovingonandwiththat

fuckingbitchwhoalmostgotmekilled.



Ilookedforanotherblogandtherewereeven

morepictures.Theywereliterallyeverywhere.

Hugging,touchingandmakingout.

Ihonestlydon’tknowwhyIcamebacktoJHB.

LifeinQwaQwawassomuchmorepeaceful.

ButhereIwasnow,feelinglikeshitbecauseof

Siya.

Idon’tunderstandwherewewentwrong.I

thoughtwewereok,especiallyafterhim

cheating.Andnowhe’sgonebacktoher.The

verysamewomanwhonearlygotmekilled

Justgoestoshowyouthatnomatterwhat

happens,youwillnevertrulyknowsomeone.I

wassosurethatSiyalovedme,butthisjust

proveditwasallalie.



Fuckinghell

Ipacedtheroomupanddown.IfIhadanyhope

forSiyaandnotoreconcile,itwasofficially

demolished.Therewasnohopeus.Notevenin

Hell.

Ifeltlikekillinghim,fordoingthistome,

especiallyafterIjustcameback.

Iwentdownstairs.Ineededabottleofwine,to

helpcalmmynerves 

MymindtoldmetocallJason,andtakehimup

onhisoffer,butthenmyheartremembered

whatmyaunthadsaidtome,whenIwasin

QwaQwa.

Idecidedtoratherprayaboutit.Runninginto



anotherman'sarmswasn'tgoingtohelpme

withanything.Insteaditwasjustgoingtomake

mefeelworse.

Afterpraying,Ifeltabitlighter.Iwasstillpissed,

butatleastIdidn'thavetheurgetokill

someone.

AsIwasbusyinthekitchen,myphonestarted

ringing.Itwasa011number,soIfigureditwas

oneofthecompaniesthatIsubmittedmyCVto

Me:Rifiloegoodday 

Her:MrsNdhlovu,thisisPearlKhubeka

speakingfromtheMZgossipmagazine 

Me:howcanIhelp?

Her:Iwasjustphoningtoletyouknowthatwe

arerunningastoryaboutyouandyourhusband.



Iwashopingtogetacommentregardingthe

latestpicturesthathavesurfacedwithhimand

JessicaDiale

Iwashonestlyneverreadyforthecomment

thatthiswomanhadjustaskedme.HonestlyI

hadjustprayedaboutthis,andherewassome

chicktryingtopissmeoffalloveragain.

Me;Ihavenocomment 

Her:areyouguysStillmarried?

Me:no

Her;whenwasthedivocefinalised? 

Me;itspublicrecords.Whydon’tyoufindout 

Her;we’vetriedeverywhere,butwecouldn’tfind

adivorcedecree

Me;speaktoSiyaaboutit. 

Her;Hehasbeennearlyimpossibletogethold



of 

Me;well,idon’tknowwhatelsetotellyou 

Her;canIaskyouonemorequestion 

Me;what 

Her;doyoustilllovehim

Ididn’tanswerthisPearlwoman.InsteadIcut

thecallsandimmediatelycalledSiya.Ineed

himtogivemeanexplanationonwhatexactly

wasgoingon

Luckilyheanswered

Him:Rifiloe 

Me:caretoexplainwhatthehellyou'redoing

withJessica 

Him:noIdon't 

Me;really?



Him:RifiloeIdon'tneedorcaretoexplain

anythingtoyou.Especiallyaboutmypersonal

life 

Me;Ican'tbelieveeverlovedyou 

Him:whatever 

Me:whyareyoudoingthis 

Him;byeRifiloe

SiyacutthecallandIstoodtherefeelinglike

suchafool.

Icouldn’tbelievethatSiyahadgottenback

togetherwithJessica.Especiallyafter

everythingthathappened.Itwasobviousbythe

picturesthattheywerebothverymuchinlove.

Hisstupidexcusesabouthavingtodivorceme

toprotectmewasalllies.Hejustwantedto

findawaytobewithJessica,andplayingwith

myemotionswasjustoneofthem.



Boniarrivedandgavemeahug 

Her:I'msosorrymyfriend 

Me:I'msopissedathim

Her:IphonedHlokestoconfirmifitwastrue,

andhesaidthatitwas100%true

Me:wow

Her:Iboughtuswine 

Me:Ibeatyoutoit

Her:damn 

Me:itjustkeepsgettingworseandworse 

Her;Youknowwhattheysay.There’salways

lightattheendofatunnel 

Me:come,let'sgositbythepool. 

Wetookourwineandwentoutside 

Her:canIbehonest 

Me:goahead 



Her:Iexpectedyoutobewaymorepissed 

Me:what'stheusechommy?SiyaandIare

divorced.Hecandoandbewithanyonehe

wantstobewith.I’mmorepissedatmyself.Do

youknowhowmanytimesItoldmyselftoleave,

andIdidn’t.InsteadIlistenedtohisliesover

andover.Andnowthetruthisfinallyout,andit

stingslikehell 

AsIwasspeakingtoBoni,myphonerangagain.

IlookedatthecallerIDandsawitwasJason 

Me:Jase

Him:hey,howareyou 

Me:good.you

Him:justseenthepicturesofSiyabongaand

somechick.Iwantedtomakesureyou'reok 

Me:I'mfine 

Him:doyouneedanything 

Me:nothankyou 



Him:canIseeyoutonight 

Me:I’mnotexactlygoodcompany 

Him;Idon’texpectyoutobe 

Me;nexttime 

Him;sotherewillbeanexttime 

Me;I’mnotmakinganypromisesJason.Right

nowIamrightbacktosquareone,emotionally.

Somaybe,maybenot,whoknows 

Him;wellthat’sbetterthanano 

Me;Youhonestlyneedtogiveup 

Him:notmykindofthing 

Me:I’mseriousJason.Idon’twantyouthinking

youandIcouldeverbeanythingmorethan

friends.IneedtogetoverthiswholeSiyathing

first,beforeIcaneventhinkaboutmovingon

Him;Rifiloe,allIwantistoseeyouhappy.And

maybeI’mnottheonetodothat,butIdon’tsee

whyyouarestressingyourselfoveramanwho



clearlyhasnodisregardforyourfeelings 

Me;itsmorecomplicatedthanthat 

Him;how 

Me;Ilovehim 

Him;iknowthat.Butdoeshevaluethat 

Me;Jason

Him;Rifiloe,justhavefunwithyourlife.Stop

tryingsohardtobeperfect.Gowildforonce.I

canpromiseyouitwon’tkillyou

Me;butit’sonlybeen2weeks.Myheartisn’t

ready 

Him;yourheartlongsforhim.Igetthat.Butit

doesn’tmeanyoucan’tgooutandenjoyyour

life.Lifeisfartooshorttobestressingyourself

aboutsomeguy 

Me;(sigh) 

Him;Rifiloe,I’mnotlookingtomarryyou

tomorrow.Ijustwanttochillandenjoylifewith



you.Isthatsobad 

Me;notexactly 

Him;soillseeyoutonight 

Me;maybe 

Him;illpickyouupat6pm 

Me;Ididn’tsayyes 

Him;youdidn’tsaynoeither 

Me;Jason 

Him;oh,andmakesureyouwearsomething

youdon’tmindgettingdirty.Likeoldjeansand

sneakers

Me;whereareyoutakingme

Him;I’mgoingtogetyoutolivealittle 

Me;I’vejustgothairdone 

Him;Rifiloe,relax.I’llseeyoutonight

Iputdownthephoneandlookedatashocked



lookingBoni

Her;andnow?Who’sthat?

Me;(sigh)longstory 

Her;I’vegotallday 

Me:Iusedtoworkwithhim.Ibumpedintohim

beforeIleftforQwaQwa.Ihaddinnerwithhim

lastnight

Her;ohGod. 

Me;what 

Her;don’tyouthinkyoushouldtakethings

slowly.Likehealfirstbeforeopeningthis

chapter 

Me;itsnotlikehimandIaredating.We’rejust

chilling 

Her;hashetriedanything 

Me;(clearsthroat) 



Her;ohmyGod 

Me;relax.Ididn’tsleepwithhim 

Her;but 

Me;hekissedmelastnight 

Her;washegood 

Me;(chuckles)yes 

Her;betterthatSiya 

Me;Idon’tthinkanyonecouldbebetterthan

Siya 

Her;sohegetsthatyoudon’twanta

relationship 

Me;Ithinkhe’salsonotlookingforanything.He

probablyjustwantssomeonetochillwith 

Her;sofriendswithbenefitskindofthing 

Me;nooooo 

Her;well,asyourfriendIthinkyoushouldtread

carefully.ButIalsothinkyoushouldgetoutand



havesomefun.Imeanwhatcouldpossiblygo

wrong

Me;we’llsee

Bonistayedtillaround5pm,thenleftsoIcould

getreadytoseeJason

IwasabitnervousbutthenfiguredIwouldput

myguiltaside.Iwasgoingtoembracebeing

“friends”withJason.Hewasright.Whybother

beinghungupoverSiya,whenhewasbusy

livingthelifewithJessica.

Itookaquickshower,anddidn’tbotherusing

makeup,becauseJasonhadsaidImustwear

somethingIdidn’tmindgettingdirty.SoIdidn’t

seethepoint



Jasonarrivedatexactly18:00pm.Itwasweird

seeinghiminjeans.Ihadonlyeverseenhimin

hisformalclothes

Him;heyyou 

Me;hey 

Him;yourhouseishuge 

Me;yaah.ItusedtobeSiya’s,butheinsistedI

keepit 

Him;howmanym2 

Me;about2000

Him;wow 

Me;sowherearewegoing

Him;illtellyouinthecar 

Me;cool.Hopeyoudon’tmindthesecurity 

Him;notatall



JasonandIwalkedtohiscar,andtheguards

followed

Me;sowherearewegoing 

Him;openthecabin

IopenedtheCabinandtherewasaplasticbag

fullofdifferentcoloredpowderandtwotickets

Me;ohmyword 

Him;haveyoueverbeen 

Me;no 

Him;youuptoit

Me;hellya 

Him;(phew)IthoughtIwouldhavetodragyou 

Me;howdidyougettickets?Thesecolor

festivalsarealwayssold 



Him;Iknowaguy,whoknowsaguy 

Me;gosh,

Him;soyoudon’tmindgettingdirty 

Me;no.I’vewantedtogotooneoftheseforas

longasIcanremember 

Him;good.Causewe’renearlythere

Whenwearrivedatthevenue,itwasalready

jampacked.Therewerepeopleeverywhere.

Theconcertitselfhadalreadystarted,butthe

mainactswereonlystartinginabout30min.

JasonandIhadthetimeofourlives.Therewas

alldifferentgenresofmusic.Weate,drank,

laughedandthrewthepowdereverywhere.

Icouldn’trememberwhenthelasttimeIhad

hadsomuchfunwas.IwassocarefreeandI



lovedit.

BythetimeJasonandIleftitwasalreadyafter

01:00am.Mycheeksandmystomachwere

actuallysorefromlaughing.

Jasondroppedmeathome,andwalkedmeup

thedriveway.

Me;thankyouforagoodtime 

Him;I’mgladyouenjoyedyourself 

Me;Ireallydid

Him;see.Idon’tbite 

Me;Ididn’tsayyoudid 

Him;sowouldyoubeuptodoingstuffwithme

again

Me;Idon’tseewhynot



IgaveJasonahug,andwasrelievedthathe

didn’ttrykissingme.

Heleft,andIwentinsidewiththebiggestgrin

ever.IwassogladthatIdidn’tfeelguilty.

Iwalkedinthehouseandstilled,whenisaw

Siya'smotherhalfasleeponthecouch.

whatthefuckwasshedoinghere?Shewas

honestlythelastpersoniexpectedtosee.
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SeeingSiya’smotherinmyhouse,pissedme



thehelloff.Whydidn’tshecallmeandaskif

shecouldcome.Nxa,Ihonestlywasn’tinthe

moodforhercrazinesstoday

Itookoffmysneakers,becausetheywerefull

ofthepowder.Siya’smothermust’veheardme,

becausesheopenedhereyes. 

Itookadeepbreathandwalkedovertoher

Me;dumelama 

Her;yebomakoti.(Yawn)Ididn’thearyoucome

in 

Me;Ijustarrived 

Her;andnowMakot,what’sallofthisoveryour

clothes?

Me;itspowder 

Her;whyisitalloveryou 

Me;it’salongstoryma.(Clearsthroat)when



didyouarrive?

Her;ataround7pm

Me;I’msorryIwasn’there.Iwasn’tawarethat

youwerecoming 

Her;putonthekettleweneedtotalkwomanto

woman

Istoodupandwenttothekitchentomaketea.

Ihonestlydon’tunderstandwhyshewashere.

SiyaandIaredivorced.

He’smovedonwithJessica,sowhywouldshe

behere?Sheshouldbeoutcelebratingor

something 

Imadetea,thenwenttositwithSiya’smother

Her;I’llgetstraighttothepoint

Me;canIgetyousomethingtoeat?



Her;nothankyou.Ivealreadyeaten 

Me;ok 

Her;whatishappeningbetweenyouand

Siyabonga 

Me;I 

Her;becauseIspoketoyouraunt,andshetells

meyouguysarenolongertogether.Andthen

todayIseeSiyainthenewspaperswithsome

tikilani 

Me;ahmmma,haveyouspokentoSiyaabout

this 

Her;he’snottakingmycalls 

Me;itstrueMa.SiyaandIaren’ttogether

anymore 

Her;whathappened?

Me;heleftme 

Her;why 

Me;somethingtodowithhiswork 



Her;yazSiyabongaisstartingtogetonmy

nerves.Whodoeshethinkheis?Hecan’tmake

ussendalettertoyourfamily,andthenchange

hismind,justlikethatnxa 

Me;I’msorryma. 

Her;itsnotyourfaultKoti.Butdon’tworry.Ill

sortSiyabongaout.Hedoesn’tknowwhohe’s

messingwith 

Me;ma,Ithinkyoushouldleaveit.Siya’smoved

onwithhislife.Maybeit’stimewealldothe

same 

Her;overmydeadbody.Youhavebeennothing

butagoodwifetohim,andnowheleavesyou

andgoestoGodknowswherewiththisbimbo. 

Me;haai,Idon’tknowma 

Her;where’syourphone

Itookmyphoneoutofmypocket



Her;phonehim

Me;ma,shouldn’tweratherwaittilltomorrow

morning 

Her;no

ThelookonSiya’smothersfacetoldmenotto

arguewithher.Shewasfuming.WhichIdidn’t

quiteunderstand,sinceshehatesme

IdialledSiyaonthatunknownnumber

Him;Rifiloe,now’snotagoodtime 

Me;yourmotherwantstospeaktoyou 

Him;mymother? 

Me;yes 

Siya’smotherbasicallygrabbedthephoneout



ofmyhand

Her;Siyabonga.WhatisthisnonsenseIhear?

Howdoyouleaveyourwifeandgoacrossthe

worldwiththatdigestingwoman 

Him;ma,canIphoneyouback 

Her;NoSiyabonga.I’vebeentryingtocallyou

forhowlong?Andyouhaven’tbothered

phoningmeback 

Him;ma 

Her;Listenhereboy.Yourunclesarecomingto

JHBonMondayforafamilymeetingwith

Rifiloe’sfamily.Youbettermakesurethatyou

arehere 

Him;ahmmhMa,Idon’tthink,Icanmakeit 

Her;Siyabonga,didIaskyouordidItellyou 

Him;But 

Her;yourfathermustbeturninginhisgrave.



Youhaveboughtsuchshametoourfamily.

SiesmanSiyabonga 

Him;Ma 

Her;Idon’twanttohearit.Youbettermake

sureyouarehere.Otherwisehellwillfreeze

over.I’mtellingyou.NXA

Icouldn’tbelievewhatIwashearing.Since

whenwasthereameetingbetweenmyfamily

andSiya’sfamily?Siya’smothergavememy

phoneback

Her;Weshouldgetsomesleep.It’sbeenalong

night 

Me;ma

Her;wewilltalkabouttherestatthemeeting

onMonday 

Me;I’llshowyoutoyourroom



IshowedSiya’smothertooneofthespare

bedrooms,andwenttomybedroom.

Iwasratherconfusedwithwhatwashappening.

MaNdhlovuhadneverlikedme.Whywasshe

nowfightingtokeepSiyaandItogether?Just

asIthoughtIcouldgetpassedSiya,herehe

wasbackinmylife,andnowIwasgoingto

havetofacehimtellmehedoesn’twantme,in

frontofhisandmyfamily.It’sasthoughIwas

beingpunished.IjustwishedIknewwhy

Iputmyclothesinablackplasticbag,soI

couldthrowthemaway.Thenwenttoshower.I

wassotiredfromthelatenightwithJason,and

allIwantedtodowasgetsomesleep.

Aftermyshower,IgotdressedinPJ’sandtried



gettingsomeshuteye.IhadafeelingIwas

goingtoneedahitloadofenergytodealwith

Siya’smother.

IwaswokenupthefollowingmorningbySiya’s

mother.Ifeltliketellinghertogetlost.Iwasso

exhaustedfromlastnight.Icouldreallydowith

atleastanotherhourofsleep

Her;vukamakoti.Wehavelotstodo 

Me;wedo 

her;yes.Somefamilymembersarrivetodayfor

themeetingtomorrow.Weneedtomakesure

thateverythingIsready 

Me;huh 

Her;getready.Weneedtogetgoing

Idraggedmyselfoutofbed,andprayedtoGod



togivemepatience.Thisfeltlikeitwasgoing

tobealongday.

Itookaquickshowerandgotdressed.I

decidedtowearoneofmyMaxidressesand

sandals.Ididn’tfeelcomfortablewearingpants

infrontofSiya’smother.

WhenIgotdownstairs,MamMarthahad

finishedmakingbreakfast. 

Irolledmyeyesatherandshelaughed.Ididn’t

needtoexplaintoherwhyIwasannoyed.She

alreadyknewitwasbecauseofmyunwanted

guest 

IsatdownandatebreakfastwithSiya’smother.

Shekeptgoingthroughthelistofthingswe

needtodo. 

Iwasn’treallypayingattention,untilshe

mentionedsomethingtodowithLobola



Me;sorryma,Idon’tthinkIheardyou 

Her;Iwassaying,thatsinceyourunclesand

Siya’suncleswillbehere.Theymightaswell

startnegotiatingLobola

Hebanna,thisoldwomanwasofficiallylosingit.

WhatpartofSiyaandIaren’ttogetherdidn’t

sheunderstand 

Me;(clearsthroat)ma,Idon’tthink 

Her;makoti,don’tworryIllhandleeverything 

Me;but

Myphonestartedringing,andthankfullyitwas

myaunt.Hopefullyshecouldspeaksome

senseintoSiya’smother

Me;Rakgadi



Her;hiManana.Howareyou 

Me;I’mok, 

Her;I’mtryingtogetholdofyourhusbands

mother 

Me;Myhusband?Rakgadi 

Her;Rifiloe,We’lltalkwhenIarrivetonight 

Me;fine.

IgaveSiya’smommyphoneandtookmybowl

tothekitchen.Nothingthatwasgoingonwas

makingsense.Ihadjustspentsomuchtime

withmyaunt,tryingtogetoverSiya,andnow

hereshewascolludingwithhismother.

Iwashedmybowl,thenhelpedMamMartha

clearthetable,allthewhileSiya’smotherwas

talkingtomyAunt



WhenSiya’smotherwasdone,shemademe

driveherallthewaytoJHB.Shewantedtogo

toKaMaiMai.Apparentlytheyhadallthe

traditionalthingswewouldneed.Idecidedto

ratheruseSiya’sjeep,becauseitlookedlikewe

wouldneedthebootspace.

Tjonna,I’venevershoppedthismuchinmylife.

Siya’smotherwasbuyingthingsleft,rightand

centre.Sheboughtgrassmats,Africanbeer

potsandevensomebeading

BythetimeIgothomeIwasoverit.Thesun

wasblazing,andIwastiredfromthelackof

sleep. 

Theguardstookallthethingswehadbought

andplacedtheminoneoftherooms. 

Siya’smothercametowardswithanapron.

Her;weneedtostartbakingsomescones 



Me;howaboutweorderfromthebakeryandI

gopickthemup

Her;never.Weneedtoensurethattheseare

fresh.SiyalovedfreshsconeswithJam

Iletoutasigh,andputtheapronon.Ihonestly

hadnoideawhatSiya’smotherwasplanning.

ButIhonestlywasn’tlookingforwardtothe

embarrassmentofSiyatellingeveryonethathe

wasn’tinterestedinmeanymore.

Siya’smothermadeusbakea20Lbucketof

scones,whileshemadegingerbeer. 

Whenwewerefinallydone,myfeetwereso

swollen.Ifigureditwasbecauseofbeingout

lastnightandbeingonmyfeetalldaytoday. 

Afterdinner,Iwentstraighttomyroom.I

wantedtosoakmyselfinanicewormbathand

justtakeintheeventshappeningaroundme.I



wonderedwhereSiyawas,andifhewas

comingtothismeeting?IjustprayedIwouldbe

abletokeepcalm,becauseIwasstillsopissed

athim

Istayedinthebathforoveranhour,andthen

gotoutwithjustatowelwrappedaroundme. 

IswearInearlydied,whenIsawSiyasittingon

thebed.Helookedsodamndesirable.Hewas

growingabeard,andhelookedsotanned.His

eyesmetwithmine,andIsawatraceofasmile,

butthenheregainedhishardposture

Me;whatareyoudoinghere?

Him;HiRifiloe,Nicetoseeyoutoo

Itriedwalkingpasthim,butheheldontomy

hand 



Him;Ilivethehaircut 

Me;letgo 

Him;God,I’vemissedyou 

Me;Siyadon’t

Siyastoodupandputhisarmsaroundmywaist.

Heleanedinandkissedmyneck.

Mhmhmmmm

Me;Siya,Please……..Stop

Hedidn’tstop,insteadhemovedtomyearlobe.

Mynipplesimmediatelyhardened.Iwantedhim

tostop.Iwassomadathim,andwantedan

explanation.Especiallyafterhowhespoketo

me.ButohLordSiyaandhistonguewere

amazing.HewasmakingmefeelthingsI



thoughtweredead.Ihadmissedhistouchso

badly. 

Butthenhismotherwalkedinandruinedit.Siya

letgoofmeandstartedlaughing

Her;oh…ahmmsorryI’llcomeback 

Me;No,ma.Sorry.Thiswasamistake

Siya’smotherjustturnedaroundandleft.While

Ilookedembarrassed.Ilefthimthereandwent

tothecloset.Iwassopissedatmyself.Siya

hadliterallywalkedallovermyheart,andhereI

waslettinghimdoashepleasesasifIhadno

controlovermyfuckingbody.Nxanowonder

Siyathoughthecoulddoashepleases

Iquicklygotdressed,thenputmythickrobe

overmyself.Ineededtocoverup,because

clearlyIcouldn’tcontrolmyself.



SiyawalkedinasIwasabouttowalkout,he

hadjusttakenashower,andhadatowel

wrappedaroundhim.

Him;Iseemysideoftheclosetisempty 

Me;whatdidyouexpect? 

Him;Iwashopingyouwouldbemore

considerate 

Me;Siyawhatareyoudoinghere?Whyaren’t

youstayinginfourways 

Him;incaseyouhaven’tnoticedmyMotheris

onthewarpath.SheinsistedIstayheretonight 

Me;mxm 

Him;I’vemissedyou

Myphonestartedringing,soIwalkedpassed

himandwenttoanswerit.IsawitwasJason



anddeclinedthecall.ThelastthingIneeded

wastofightwithSiyaaboutJason.

Him;whoisthat

IturnedaroundandSiyawasstandingbehind

me 

Me;Noone 

Him;thenwhydidn’tyouanswer 

Me;whyareyougrillinmeaboutmycalls?

Him;ItsthatFuckerJason,isn’tit?

Me;Godyou’refrustrating 

Him;soyousleptwithhim 

Me;fuckoff 

Him;fuckinghellRifiloe.Ileavefor2weeksand

you’realreadyinhisbed.



IslappedSiyaacrosstheface.Herehewas,

tellingmeshitaboutmesleepingwithJason.

Meanwhilehewasallthewayacrosstheworld

withJessica.

Me;don’tyoufuckingspeaktomelikethat.I

haven’tsleptwithanyone.AllIdidwaslethim

kissme

SiyatookasteptowardsmeandItookone

back.Heheldontomyhandandmademeface

Him;youdidwhat

Me;Siyadon’tstepuponmelikethat.YOUare

allthewayacrosstheworldwiththewoman

whowantedmedead.Andnowyouexpectme

tosithereandwaitforyourmiraculousreturn?



Siya’sexpressiontoldmehewassuperpissed.

ThelasttimeIhadseenhimlikethis,waswhen

wewereinthedoctor’sofficeandheknewI

wasplanningonaborting

Me;Siya,you’rehurtingmyarm 

Him;howfardiditgo 

Me;Siya,stop.You’reactinglikepsycho 

Him;you’regoingtomakemegofuckingmad 

Me;stooppp

Siyaletgoofmyhand.

Me;youdon’tgettogoaroundbeingmadatme

forthisSiya.Notwhenyou’retheonewhofiled

fordivorce,andrantoGodknowswherewith

thatpoorexcuseofawoman.WhoyouSLEPT

withwhileweweremarried 



Him;Rifiloe,it’snotlikethat 

Me;fuckyouSiya

Him;baby,Iknowyou’remad,but

Me;noSiya.Juststopwiththat.YouandIare

done,andit’shightimewebothcametoterms

withit 

Him;Ri

Siyawasabouttosaysomething,butthenhis

phonestartedringing.Andasalwaysheleftme

thereandwenttoanswerit.Ihadthoughtfor

oncehewouldjustbeinthemomentand

concentrateonus,asalwaysIwouldstay2nd

inhislife.Thatwasnevergoingtochange.No

matterhowmuchIlovedhim.Siyawasmarried

tohisjob,andIwastiredofbeinghissidechick.
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***************SIYA***********************

IknewthatRifiloewasgoingtobepissedatme

foransweringthiscall.Butwiththewaythings

areatthemomentIhadnochoice.Ijustwish

thiswholethingcouldend,sothatIcanbewith

her.IfeellikeI’mlosingher,andthatdidn’tsit

wellwithme

Me;Bullet 

Him;Dudeyouneedtogetoutofthere 

Me;what’sgoingon 

Him;there’spicturesofyouenteringthehouse 

Me;howisthatevenpossible

Him;noclue.Nailsjustfoundthem 



Me;fuckinghell.I’veonlybeenhereanhour 

Him;exactlywhyyouneedtoleave. 

Me;dude,ifIleavenow,Rifiloewillneverforgive

me 

Him;ifyoudon’tleave,Rifiloecouldgethurt 

Me;fuckinghell 

Him;Ghost.Now 

Me;getthecarsready.I’llbeoutin5 

Him;sharp

Iputthephonedown,andletoutasigh.How

wasIevergoingtothingsrightwithRifiloe?IfI

missthisfamilymeeting,it’sguaranteed,she

willneverspeaktomeagain.She’llthinkididn’t

wanther,andthatwasallalie.Ijustlovedher

enoughnothaveherkilled

IputonthesameclothesIhadarrivedin,and



walkeddownstairs.Ineededtotryspeakto

Rifiloe. 

Ifoundherinthelounge,watchingTV.She

lookedsobeautiful.Ijusthateseeingherso

hurt.Andallbecauseofmeandthisfucking

Job. 

Iwalkedtoherandsatdownnexttoher

Me;canwetalk 

Her;dowehaveto

Me;itsimportant

Shetooktheremoteandputthenewsonmute

Her;I’mlistening 

Me;Ican’tstayforthemeeting 

Her;whyamInotsurprised 



Me;Rifiloe.Itsnotlikethat 

Her;Siya,itdoesn’tmatter.Justgobackto

Jessica,andletmebe 

Me;Rifiloe,Thingsaren’tastheyseem.Please,

justtrytounderstand 

Her;ByeSiya

Isawatearescapehereye,andmyheartbroke.

Howitisthatonewomancantakesomuch.

Shejustkeepstaking,andIdon’tknowhow

muchmoreshecouldtake 

Me;IloveyouRifiloe.I’veneverstoppedloving

you.Notever

Her;Love?WhatamIsupposedtodowithLove

Siya?YourLOVEiscursed.Allitdoesisbring

mepain.Myweightfluctuateslikecrazy.The

eyebagsundermyeyeswon’tgo,becauseI

spendhourscrying.Iwakeupfeelinglikeshit,

andgotobedfeelingworse.HowisthatLove



Siya?Tellme?HowisthatLove

Rifiloesquestiontookmebysurprise.How

couldIpossiblyshowherIloveher,whenallI

doismakehermiserable? 

Me;Rifiloe,I’mreallysorry.Ijust 

Her;stopapologisingforfallingoutoflove 

Me;Rifiloe.Iloveyou.Thatwillneverchange 

Her;thenquityourJob.We’vegotallthemoney

intheworld.WecanleaveSArightnow,and

neverlookback.Wecangosomewherewhere

noonecanfindus.Wecanliveourlivesin

peaceSiya.Allyouhavetodoistakethefirst

step 

Me;baby,it’snotthateasy 

Her;Siyabonga,Justknowthatifyouwalkout

thishousetonight,youcanneverandImean

evercomback 



Me;Rifiloe 

Her;I’mserious.Ifyou’regoingtoleavemehere

withyourfamily.Thenknowthatwearedone.

Forgood.I’mgoingtomoveonwithmylife.I

won’twaitforyou

Me;Rifiloe,don’tsayshitlikethat 

Her;youthinkI’mjoking?

Iwantedtodiscussthisfurther,butthenBullet

phonedagain.

Her;youshouldgetthat.Wedon’twanttokeep

Jessicawaiting 

Me;Itsnot 

Her;Idon’twanttohearit.Justgobackto

whateverholeyoucrawledoutof,anddon’t

bothercomingbackhere

Rifiloe,gotupandleftmethere.Therewas



honestlynothingelseIcoulddo.Ihadletmy

marriagefallapart,andmyworstnightmare

washappening.Rifiloe,wasslippingoutofmy

handsandIcouldn’tbeheretopreventit. 

Igotupandwalkedoutthehouse.Iwondered

whenIwouldeverseeRifiloeagain.She

seemedsomad,Idoubtshewouldwant

anythingtodowithmeifIweretoreturn

****************Rifiloe*******************

IleftSiyainthelounge,andwenttobed.There

wasnousearguing,whenhehadalreadymade

hisdecisionoverandoveragain.Ihonestly

don’tknowwhatIwasthinking.Siyawould

neverleavehisjobforme.Helovedittoomuch.

PlushehadJessica.SowhywasIholdingout

hopethatwewouldeverbetogether.



Itriedfallingasleep,butsleephadtotallyleft

me.Ijustwantedthiswholethingoverwith.I

wantedSiya’smotheroutmyhouse.She

boughtmefakehope,andnowhereIwasback

atsquareone.Nxa

Iwokeupthefollowingmorningatfeeling

nauseousashell.Irantothebathroomtothrow

up,buttherewasnothingbringup.Ibrushed

myteethandputonmygown,anddecidedto

getsomethingtoeat.Ithinkthestressofthe

lastfewweekswasjustgettingtome

WhenIgotupstairsSiya’smotherwascooking

upastorm.Icouldsmelltribeonthestove,and

thatalonemademefeelworse.

ME;morningMa 

Her;MorningMakoti.Whatswrong?Youdon’t



looktogood 

Me;Idon’tknow.Ijustfeelabitoff 

Her;I’llmakeyousomeporridge.Thatoughtto

makeyoufeelbetter 

ME;don’tworryaboutitma.I’llmanage 

Her;whereisSiyabonga?I’mmakingtripe,

especiallyforhim.Iknowhowmuchhelovesit 

Me;Siyaleftlastnightma

Her;I’mconfused?Lastnightyoutwoseemed

Ok 

Me;Ma,whatyousawwasamomentof

weakness.SiyabongaloveshisJob,andhe

lovesJessica.Thatisn’tgoingtochange 

Her;that’snonsense.Siyabongahasnorespect 

Me;ma,Ithinkweshouldjustlethimbe 

Her;Noways.HeisgoingtodoasIsay.Notas

hepleases



Idon’tknowwhetheritwasthesmelloftripe,or

Siya’smothersbabbling,butIstartedfeeling

reallylightheaded.Itiedhangingontothe

counter,butIwastooweak.

Her;Makoti,whatswrong?You’vejustgone

pale 

Me;mhmh

Siya’smotherrushedtomyside,andwalked

metothelounge.

ShecalledformamMartha,

Her;weneedtogetyoutoahospital 

Me;Ma.Imfine.IthinkIjustneedtolaydown 

Her;makoti,youarepaleasever.Youneedto

seethedoctor 



Me;canIhaveaglassofwaterplease.

MamMartha,wenttogetmeabottleofwater,

andIdrankitalldown. 

Ihonestlydon’tknowwhatwaswrongwithme.

Iwasfineyesterday,andtodayhereIamfeeling

likeshit. 

IcouldfeelthatthewaterthatIjustdrankwas

goingtocomebackupagain. 

Irantooneofthebathrooms,andoutitall

came.

IfeltsobadforSiya’smother.Shelookedso

worried. 

WhenIwasdone,Irinsedmymouthwithmouth

washandcleanedcleanedthetoilet.

Siya’smotherwasstandingtherelookingatme



Her;Goupstairsandrest.Illbringyouyour

breakfast 

Me;ma,please.Don’tworryaboutme.I’mfine 

Her;noyou’renot.Noonejustbringsupforthe

sakeofit

Me;Ithinkitmightbefoodpoisoningfromallof

thejunkIatetheothernight 

Her;Ok,Justgoupandrest.I’llcomecheckup

onyoulater

Iwenttomyroom,andjustfloppedonthebed.

Ifeltsoweak,andthethoughtoffood,just

mademefeelworse. 

Igotbackintomyblankets,anddecidedtotry

gettingsomemoresleep.MaybewhenIwoke

upIwouldfeelbetter. 

Iwasjustdriftingbacktosleep,whenmyphone



startedringing.Iignoredit,butwhoeveritwas

persisted.SoIhadnochoicebuttoanswer

Me;mhmm 

Him;Rifiloe 

Me;Siya,notnow 

Him;areyouok?Mymomsaysyounearly

fainted 

Me;I’mfine.She’sjustexaggerating 

Him;youdon’tsoundtogood 

Me;bye

Icutthecall,becauseIwashonestlybarley

conscious.Ijustwantedtosleepitoff,and

talkingtoSiyawasjustmakingmefeeleven

moreworsethanIalreadyfelt.
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Isleptforanother3hours.Iwokeupandfeltso

muchbetter.

Imadethebed,andwenttotakeashower.

Nothingmakesyoufeelmorerefreshedthan

water.

WhenIwasdonewithmyshower,Igotdressed,

thenwentdownstairs.

Ihadhonestlytotallyforgottenaboutthis

meeting.IexpectedSiya’smothertocancel.

ButwhenIgottothediningroomitwaspacked.

Whichwasabitofashock,sincemydining

roomtablecouldtakeupto24people. 

Iturnedaroundandwentbackdownstairs.I



neededadoektocovermyhead.AndIwanted

tospeaktoSiya.Idon’tunderstandwhythis

meetingwasgoingforward.Hehadmadehis

choice.Whywashismothertryingtoforcethe

issue?

ItriedSiyabuthedidn’tanswer.Itriedhim

againandheansweredjustasitwasgoingto

voicemail

Him;baby 

Me;Siyabonga,whyisyourmotherstillholding

thismeeting?Ithoughtshewould’vegivenup

bynow

Him;maybeifyoucamedownstairsyoucould

findout 

Me;huh?

Him;justcomedown 



Me;imlost 

Him;comedown

Idroppedthecall,andwalkeddownstairs.I

don’tgetwhySiyasoundedsodamnhappy.

WhenIgotdownstairs,Iwenttothelounge

insteadofthediningroom,becausethedining

roomwasfilledwithmyunclesandSiya’s

uncles.

IfoundmyAuntintheloungewithSiya’s

mother.Theyweretalkingandlaughingas

thoughtheywereoldfriends

Me;dumelang 

Theybothgreetedme,thencontinuedwiththeir

conversation. 



Idecidedtoleavethem,andwenttomake

myselfsomethingtoeat.Iwassohungry,I

couldeatadamnhorse. 

WhenIenteredthekitchen,IfoundSiyathere

makingtea.IpinchedmyselftomakesureI

wasn’tdreaming

Him;thereyouare.Iwasstartingtothinkyou

hadgonebacktobed 

Me;whatareyoudoinghere 

Him;Idon’tgetakisshello 

Me;Siya

Hemovedclosertomeandgavemeakiss.I

feltGoosebumpsdownmyback 

Him;Icameforthemeeting.Whichisoverby

theway 

Me;wasn’tIsupposedtobethere 

Him;Ididn’twantthemtowakeyou 



Me;soyoutoldthemthetruth?Aboutus

breakingup 

Him;Ididnosuchthing 

Me;whythehellnot 

Him;becauseI’mnotgoingtoloseyou.Not

noworever 

Me;but 

Him;nobuts.TodayweofficiallypayedLobola

foryou.YouareofficiallyMrsNdhlovu 

Me;whatthefuckareyoutalkingabout?Why

wouldyoudothatwithouttalkingtome? 

Him;Iloveyou.Youloveme.we’realready

married.Ididn’tseeaneedtowakyouup 

ME;Siya,areyoufuckingserious?Weare

divorced.Youwantedthat.andnowallofa

suddenyouwanttobemarried 

Him;yes 

Me;(chuckles)youarehonestlyonesmugson



ofabitch.Youthinkthatjustbecauseyou

decideyouwantmeback,Iwilllaydownand

playdead.FuckyouSiya.Fuckyouandfuck

yourfuckingbullshit 

Him;Rifiloe,ourfamiliesareintheotherroom.

Keepyourvoicedown

Me;nxa

IwantedtoleaveSiyathere,butIwassohungry,

Ineededtoeat

me;move,Iwanttomakemyselfsomethingto

eat 

Him;Yourfoodsintheoven

Me;whatisit 

Him;tripe 

Me;nothanks 

Him;sincewhendon’tyoueattripe? 



Me;I’mnotinthemood 

Him;sowhatareyouinthemoodfor?

Me’;aburger

Him;you?Burger

Me;yes 

Him;illorderforyou 

Me;makesureithaslotsofbakon,andavo.Oh

andlargefriesandacoke 

Him;Yousureyou’reok? 

Me;No,imactuallypissedatyou.Butrightnow

allIwantistoeat

Itookthecupofteahewasmakingandhadit

withsomescones.IneededsomethingwhileI

waitforthefoodtoarrive. 

Especiallysincemybodywascravingwine.But

unfortunatelyformemyhousehadbeentaken

overbySiyaandhisdamnfamilyNxa



Siyawasbusystaringatmesmilinglikethe

foolishidiotheis

Me;what 

Him;nothing 

Me;you’rebeingcreepy. 

Him;IjustrealisedhowmuchIloveyou 

Me;welltoobad,causeIcan’tseemtostand

you

Him;well,you’restuckwithmeforlife.You

mightaswellgetusedtothisface 

Me;inyourdreams.AssoonasI’veeaten,I’m

puttinganendtothiswholecharadeofyours. 

Him;howso 

Me;I’mgoingtomakesuremyunclesgiveyour

familybackyourmoney.Thisshould’vebeen

discussedwithmefirstSiya 



Itookmycupandrinsedit.IfeltSiyawraphis

armsaroundmefrombehind.

Him;I’msorrybaby.Ishouldhaveneverleft 

Me;butyoudid.Andnowthere’snoturning

back 

Him;baby.It’snearlyover.Justbearwithme

forafewmoreweeks 

Me;No 

Him;thisismylastmission.Afterthis,it’sjust

youandme.Nomoreforce 

Me;that’swhatyousaidthelasttime 

Him;Iknow.Butthistimeit’sdifferent 

Me;howso 

Him;Icantsay 

Me;no 

Him;butbaby 



Me;movetu.. 

Him;you’remywife.Itsmurighttotouchyou 

Me;andJessica? 

Him;she’snotafactor 

Me;yessheis 

Him;oncethisisallover.Iwillexplain

everything 

Me;no.Iwantanexplanationnow 

Him;Ican’ttellyoueverything.ButIwilltellyou

this 

Me;what 

Him;turnaround

Iturnedaround,andfacedhim 

Him;we’restillmarried 

Me;huh?

Thedivorcewasneverfinalised 



Me;Siya 

Him;shhhh.We’lltalkaboutthistonight.For

nowcanwejustbehappythatLobola

negotiationswentwell 

Me;But

IwantedtoaskSiyamorequestions,butmy

auntwalkedin

Her;(clearsthroat)sorrytointerrupt.ButIneed

awordwithRifiloe 

Siya;Illgiveyousomespace

Siyakissedmeonthecheek,andleft

Her;howareyoufeeling?

Me;muchbetterthankyou 



Her;I’mgladtoseeyouadSiyaarehappy 

Me;Rakgadi.I’mnotsurewhatSiyatoldyou.

Butwearealongwayfrombeingtogether 

Her;buttheypaidLobolatoday 

Me;thatwasamistake 

Her;HowRifiloe? 

Me;can’twegiveitback

Her;again?Rifiloehaamaan.Youcan’texpect

ustogothroughthisagain.Youchosehim

Me;but 

Her;butnothing.Itstimeyoustartedbehaving

likeawife.Noonewillberetuninganything

Myauntleftmetherefeelingannoyed.Why

couldn’tshejustheremysideofthestory.

Siyacamebackandgavememyfood.Itook



thefood,andwentupstairsviathelounge. 

Ihadn’trealizedthatSiyawasfollowingme,tillI

turnedtoclosethedoor

Him;thoughtIwoldsitherewithyou 

Me;wheniseveryoneleaving 

Him;soon

Me;includingyouright 

Him;youwantmegone 

Me;yes 

Him;butRifiloeIlefteverythingIwasdoingjust

tobeherewithyou 

Me;soyouexpectadanceoraballoon

Him;no,justalittleunderstanding 

Me;takeyourunderstandingandshoveitup 

Him;Yoh,Iforgothowstubbornyoucanbe 

Me;voetsekSiya. 



Him;Rifiloe, 

Me;gotohell 

Him;babypleasestoplashingoutatme.Iknow

you’remadatme,butI’mtryinghere 

Me;whydidn’tyoutellmeaboutthedivorce 

Him;It’sforyourowngood 

Me;how

Him;Rifiloe,theonlyreasonI’mhearisbecause

Iloveyou.Andthatwewereluckywegota

break.Otherwise,Iwouldstillneedtobein

Portugal

Me;Portugal

Him;longstory 

Me;everythingisalongstorywithyou 

Him;Iknowit’sconfusing.ButIneedyoutojust

tryunderstandingthateverythingI’vedoneis

forus.Ipromise



Ididn’tanswerSiya,insteadsatonthebedand

atemyburger. 

Siyatookofhisshoesandsatnexttome.He

keptlookingatmeasIate

Me;mhmhh 

Him;swallowfirst 

Me;what? 

Him;aren’tyougoingtosharewithme 

Me;no 

Him;Haw,baby 

Me;I’mnotyourbaby

Him;yesyouare.Whichiswhyyoushould

sharewithme

IgaveSiyatherestofmyfood,andimmediately

startedfeelingnauseousagain. 



Irantothebathroom,andoutcameallthefood

Ihadjusteaten. 

WhenIwasdone,Ibrushedmyteethandwent

backtositwithSiya

Him;youneedtogotothedoctor 

Me’;stoptellingmewhatIneedtodo

Him;yourstubbornnessisannoying 

Me;thendousbothafavourandleave 

Him;nottillweseeadoctor 

Me;Siya 

Him;baby 

Me;no 

Him;Ithinkyou’repregnant 

Me;I’mnot 

Him;mhmm 

Me;I’mnot 



Him;ok.Iwasjustsaying 

Me;stopannoyingme

Him;doyouthinkit’saboyorgirl

IhitSiyawithapillow

Me;itsneither.TheresnowayGodwould

punishmelikethat

Him;thatactuallyhurt 

Me;shame 

Him;provemewrong 

Me;how 

Him;takeapregnancytest 

Me;ImnotpregnantSiya 

Him;Ithinkyouare 

Me;nothappening 



Him;sothenprovemewrong 

Me;ifitsnegativeyouhavetopromisetoleave 

Him;andifitspositive?

Me;youleave 

Him;that’snotfair 

Me;yesitis 

Him;howaboutwejusttakethetestandleave

thedeal 

Me;no 

Him;please 

Me;no.becauseevenifIampregnant.Illbe

havinganabortion

Siya’sfaceimmediatelyhardened.IknowI

wasn’tserious.HellIwasn’tevenpregnant.But

helookedreadytokillme



Him;youreallywanttoannoyme 

Me;doIlooklikeIcare 

Him;Rifiloe,Iamhere.Whereyouwantedmeto

be.WhatmoredoIhavetodo

Ilookedatthiscrazy,stupidmotherfucker

sittingnexttome,andIfeltlikebeatingtheshit

outofhim.Siyawashonestlysodamnselfish.

Helies,andcheatsanddoesallkindsofshit,

andwhenhedecidedhewantstocomeback,

I’msupposedtothrowafuckingparty.Wellnot

thistime.ThistimeIwastired.Iwasn’tgoingto

justlethimcomeandgoinmylifeashe

pleases.
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******************SIYA*******************



IknowdeepdownRifiloewasjusttryingtopiss

meoff,butidon'ttakelightlytohertalking

aboutabortion.IknowI'mnotperfect,andthatI

havereallyhurther,butifsheisinfactpregnant,

Iwouldbeoverthemoon.Soherplayingabout

suchatopicwasjustannoyingashe'll.

Especiallyafterwhathappenednotsolong

ago. 

Istoodupandtooktheplatestothekitchen.I

knewIwasgoingtoendupsayingsomethingI

wouldregretmossoit'sbettertojustignoreher

crazyoutbursts 

WhenIgotdownstairs,thefamilieswere

gettingreadytoleave.TheyaskedaboutRifiloe

andItoldthemshewasresting.Myuncles

wereabitdisappointed.Theywantedtomeet

her,especiallysinceshehadsetmebackR100

000.00butItoldthemI'dbringhertoKZN

beforethewedding. 

MymotherandRifiloesauntwenttosay



goodbyetoRifiloe.WhileIwalkedmyuncle's

out. 

IwasreallygladIwasabletoattendthe

meeting.ItjustgoestoshowsthatRifiloeandI

weremeanttobe.Oneofouropsteamin

Portugalwasabletogetatipoffofwhereone

ofFernandezassociateswerehiding.They

wereabletoarresthim,whichsentFernandez

furtherintohiding.Hemayhavehadtheupper

hand.Butwithusarrestingthisguy,nowmeant

itwasonlyamatteroftime,tillwefoundhim.

SoallinallmyplanofusingJessicahad

workedquitewellsofar.Allweneededtodo

wasgetthisguytoS.A..I'msureafterafew

daysoftorturehewouldsinglikeacannery.So

forthenext48hours.Icouldbeherewith

Rifiloe,andhopefullywecouldsomehowfinda

waytoco-habitat.BecausethewayIseeit,she

isgoingtohavemyhead. 

Aftereveryonehadleft.IgaveMamMarthaand

Thembithenightoff.I'msuretheywerealso



tired.Plusitalsomeanttheywouldn'twitness

Rifiloetryingtokillme

Iwentbackupstairsandtriedopenringour

bedroomdoor,butRifiloehadlockedit.This

washonestlygoingtobethelongest48hours

ofmylife.Andobviouslywewereofftoabad

start. 

Me:Rifiloe,openthedoor

Her:gosleepinthesparebedroom 

Me:haanaRifiloeman.Vula 

Her:hakebatle.Gotothesparebedroom,or

betteryetgotoJessica 

OhGodnotthisagain.IfonlysheknewJessica

wasinprisonina4by4cell.Theykepther

theresoIwouldn'tbeabletogetmyhandson

her.BecauseallIwantedwastoputabullet

throughherhead.ButIcouldn'texactlytell

Rifiloethat.Becauseshouldsomethinghappen.

FernandezneedstobelievethatJessica



betrayedhim.Ofwhichhewillcomeafterher,

andinturnIwillbeabletocapturehim.

Me:baby,vulaumnyangotu

Her:Siyagoaway

Iwasabouttobreakdownthedoor,whenshe

cameoutlookingallsortsofcute 

Me:uyaphi?

Sheignoredme,andtriedwalkingpassedme.

ButIblockedherway 

Me:ngikhulumanaweRifiloe.Uyaphi

Her:move 

Me:nottillIgetananswer 

Her:JasonandIaregoingout 

Me:outwhere 

Her:karaokebarinCraighall

Tjo,IknowIhadhurtRifiloe.LikeIknowI

crushedhercountlesstimes,butforhertostill



wanttogooutwiththisfucker,aftereverything

that'shappenedtoday,amazedme. 

Whatifshehaddevelopedfeelingsforthisguy.

HowdoIcompetewithsomeonewhoisnormal?

WhenI,sofuckedup? 

Me:baby

Her:don'twaitup. 

Shetriedgoingleft,butIblockedherway.Iwish

RifiloeunderstoodhowhardIwastryingto

controlmytemper.Theagentinmewantedto

slaptheshitoutofher,buttheSiyainmeloved

hertoomuchtoeverlayahandonheragain

Me:(sigh)Rifiloeimamaan.Thisthingyou're

tryingtodoisgoingtodrivememad 

Her:doyouhonestlythinkIcare 

Me:Rifiloe.I'mhere.Howareyougoingtoleave

yourhusbandhere,andgoofftosomebarwith

aguywhowantsyouforhimself 

Her;haw,soyoucandowhatyouwant,but



whenIdoitthennaI'mwrong 

Me:sothisispayback 

Her:nothisisMelivinglifewithoutyou.Why

don'tyourathergobacktoyourjobthatyou

lovesomuch,andletmegooutandenjoy

myself

Me:Rifiloehavesomerespect.I'myour

husband 

Her:respectisearnednotdemanded.HowdoI

respectyouwhenyouhadnorespectforme?

HuhSiya.Whenyouwentoffandshaggedthat

fuckingbitch.Whoyouthenflauntedallaround

me?Huhwherewastherespect 

Me:maybeifyoustoppedwininglikeafucking

child,Iwouldn'thavegottentemptedtosleep

withher

Rifiloetookastepback,andtookadeepbreath

inandout.IhavenoideawhyIsaidthat.It'snot

likeImeantit.ButatthisstageIhadjust



officiallylostmytemper,andinsteadofusing

mybrain,Iletmyemotionstakeover 

Her;makesureyouaregonebythetimeIget

back

Me:ohsoyou'renotsleepingoveratyour

boyfriend'shouse

Her:no,becauseunlikeyouIdon'tgoaround

sleepingwithanypieceoftrashthatcomesmy

way.Nomatterhowmuchyounag 

me:Rifiloeyouknowwhat.Go.Gobewiththat

loser.Gohaveanicelifeok.I'msickofhaving

tobegyou 

Herfine 

Me:fine

Rifiloepushedmeoutthewayandwalkedaway.

IknowwhatIhadsaidwaswrong,butIjust

didn'tgetwhysheinsistedongoingtoseethis

Jasonguy. 

Ilookedoutthewindowandsawherdriving



away.Iwassotemptedtohavemorethan2

guardsfollowingher.ButIknewthatwouldjust

causemoreproblems.Imightaswelljustgo

stayatthehouseinfourways.ThelastthingI

neededwastofightwithRifiloeagain. 

************Rifiloe*********

Idroveoutthehousefeelingbeyondpissed.

Siyahadnorighttoexpectmetobemiss

perfect.Especiallyaftereverythinghehaddone.

Idon'tunderstandhowhethinksI'mjustgoing

tostoplivingmylife.Justbecausehedecides

hewantstocomeback.Wellthat'snothowit

works.Iamgoingtodome.Wheatherwe're

marriedornot.InmyeyesIwassingle,andI

plannedonenjoyingittothefullest. 

Igottothebarinlessthan20min.Thecarthat

Siyahadboughtmerodelikeadream.

Especiallyonthehighway. 

IspottedJasonandoneofhisfriendsata

nearbytable.Jasonstoodupwhenhesawme.



Hegavemeakissonthecheek,andintroduced

metoNick.NickturnedouttobeJason'sgay

friend.Hewassoextra,andimmediatelyloved

him.Hissenseofhumourandjokes,hadme

forgettingaboutSiya.Especiallywiththe

strawberrydaiquirisIwashaving. 

Itfeltsogood,tojustletlooseandenjoymyself.

Itwasnicetobewithnormalpeoplewhohad

normaljobs,anddidn'thavetolookovertheir

shoulderseveryminute 

Istayedatthebar,forawhilethendecidedit

wastimetogohome.Iwasalreadyonmy4th

daiquiri,andIthinktherumwasstartingtoget

tome.allIwantednow,wastohaveagood

night’ssleep. 

Ibid,JasonandNickgoodbye.Jasonwantedto

drivemehome,butItoldhimIwasgood.Ilet

oneoftheguardsdrivemeinstead. 

WhenIgottothehouse,Iimmediatelyfelt

heavy.IprayedSiyahadleft.Iwassotiredof



beingangryandsad.Ijustwantedmyhouse

backtomyselfagain. 

Ilookedaround,andasfatewouldhaveit,Siya

wasn'taround.Itookaquickshower,andwent

tobed.Icouldfeelthenauseacomingalong,

andIhopedbymegettingintobed,Iwouldbe

abletoavoidit.

Iwokeupnexttomorning,andgotthefrightof

mylife.Siyawassittingonachairfacingme.

HehadabottleofHennesseyinhishandwhich

wasnearlyempty. 

Me:Siya,whatthefuck 

Hedidn'tanswerme.Insteadhetookasipfrom

hisbottle 

Me:younearlygavemeaheartattack

Igotupandhadoneofthosedizzyspells.I

immediatelysatbackdown



Him;soweredrinking?Despitethefactthatyou

mightbepregnant 

Me;Siya,wheredoyougetthisideaofyours?

I’mnotpregnant.Iknowmybody.IfIwas

pregnantIwouldknow 

Him;youreallywanttogetonmynervesne

IcouldseeSiyawasreallypissed.NotthatI

carethough.AsfarasIwasconcernedhe

couldgotothenearesthell. 

Icoveredmyselfwiththeduvet,andtried

gettingsomemoresleep.Siyawasbeing

annoyingandIdidn’tfeellikedealingwithhim 

Siyastoodupandmovedthecoversoffofme

Me;Siyaman 

Him;Vuka,siyakudokotela 



Me;I’mnotgoinganywhere 

Him;yazuyangicasula.Vukasihambe

IwassonotusedtoSiyaspeakinginZulu.It

wasobvioushewaspissed,andobviouslythe

Hennesseywasgettingtohishead. 

Idon’tknowwhy,butIjustburstoutlaughing.

Him;what’ssofunny 

Me;nothing 

Him;canyoujustgetreadysowecango 

Me;Si

Siyastoodupandthrewthebottleagainstthe

wall.Igotsuchafright.Thesmirkonmyface

immediatelydisappeared. 

SiyacametowardsmeandIjumpedoutofbed.



Therewasnotellingwhathewasgoingtodo 

Him;canyoujustdoasyou’retold.Foronce

Rifiloe.Whydoyoualwayshavetobeso

fuckingstubborn? 

Ididn’tdaresayanything.Iwasjustgrateful

thatthebedwasbetweenus

Him;I’mgettingsickofthisshit.Rifiloe.Can

youjuststopwantingtobethemaninthis

relationship. 

Me;relationship?WhatrelationshipSiya?In

caseyouforgotyouputanendto“our”

relationship.YouandIaren’ttogether. 

Him;Ihavetriedcountlesstimestoexplain

Rifiloe.

Me;explainwhat?ThatyouloveyourJobmore

thanme?

Him;soyoudatingthisidiot,isjusttogetback

atme 

Me;forthemillionthtime.I’mnotdatingJason.



He’smyfriend.Nothingmore.Notthatithas

anythingtodowithyou 

Him;ithaseverythingtodowithme.You’remy

wife 

Me;youneedtoleave

Him;I’mnotgoinganywhere.Thisismyhouse. 

Me;inthatcaseIwillleave

Iwantedtogogetdressed,butIknewifI

walkedpassedhim,hewouldstopme.This

fightingwashonestlygettingtiring.Nomatter

howmuchIpulledaway,Siyakeptpushing

himselfintomylife.I’vetoldhimtoleavea

milliontimes,andeachtimehedoesthe

completeopposite. 

Ilovehimsomuch,buthehadnoregardsfor

myfeelings.Hedoeswhathewantsandthen

thinksI’mgoingtojustwelcomehimbackwith

openarms.



Him;youarenotgoinganywhere 

Me;andwhynot 

Him;becausethelasttimeyouleft.Youwent

drinking.Forgettingyoumightbepregnantwith

mychild 

Me;ohGodSiya,notthatshitagain

Him;NgizokushayaNgempama,yazRifiloe

Me;gorightahead.

Siyawalkedaroundthebed,andmyheart

startedbeating.Iwanttogototheotherside

buthewastooquick.Imovedback,untilmy

backmetthewall.Therewasnowheretorunto

runto.

Siyawasstandingsoclosetome,Icouldsmell

theHennessey.Imustbehonest.Seeinghim



thispissed,kindofturnedmeon.Hisveins

wereenlargedtoamaximum.Hiseyeswerered

andhisshirtwasn’ttuckedin.Helookedevery

inchofthegangsterheplayed,andthatmade

mewanthimevenmore.EspeciallysinceI

knowI’mtheonlypersonwhogethimsohot

andbothered,andthatIcancoolhimdownwith

justonekiss

Him;whydoyoudothismama?Whydoyou

deliberatelychallengeeverythingIsay? 

Me;becauseI’myourwife.Notoneofyour

idiotsontheforce 

Him;thatmouthofyourscangettomuch

sometimes 

Me;maybeyoushouldputthismouthofmine

tobetteruse 

Him;mhmm

Siya,punchedthewallandIsmiled,becauseI



knewhewasdebatingonwhattodo.

Ileanedin,andputmylipsonhis.Iwasn’t

goingtodoanymore.Itwasnowalluptohim.

Siyadidn’tmove.Hekepthiseyesgluedtome.

Hisbreathingwasstillintense,butthatwas

nothingcomparedtointensityofthismoment.

Siya,startedkissingme,andIknewIwas

forgiven.Iexpectedthistobeniceandslow.

Sinceitwasourfirsttimeinsolong,butinstead

wewerebothliketwodogsonheat.Siyawasn’t

exactlypatienteither.Hepickedmeupandput

meonthebed.Itriedtakingofhisshirt,buthe

washavingnoneofit.Allhewantedwasto

haveme,andIsureashellwantedhimjustas

bad.

Whenweweredone.Webothlayonthebed



panting.Iwassooutofbreathitwasn’tfunny.

Siyawassweatingandhadthebiggestgrinon

hisface

Me;wipethatdamngrinoffyourface 

Him;(chuckles) 

Me;Ithinkyouhurtmynuna 

Him;servesyouright 

Me;mxm

Igotupandwentthebathroom.Ineededanice

longshower,becauseIwascoveredinsweat.

AsexpectedSiyacametojoinme.Iwasn’tsure

whereheactuallystoodwithme.IthinkIjust

madethingsworsebysleepingwithhim.Now

heprobablythinkswearebacktogether,andI

wasn’texactlysureifIwantedtocommit



myselftobeingmarriedtohim.

[05/14,11:42]Ron:SiyaandFifi'sLoveStory

121

IleftSiyaintheshower,andwenttoget

dressed.Iwasstartingtofeelreallylowfor

sleepingwithhim.WhatwasIthinking?Idon’t

knowwhathappenedtomyself-respect.

SleepingwithSiya,wasonlygoingtomake

thingsworse.Hewasgoingtothinkeverything

wasok,andthatwewouldtakeoffwherewe

leftoff,buttruthbetoldwewerenowherenear

beingOk.Insteadwewereontheedgeofacliff,

anditfeltlikeweweregoingtofallover.

Igotdressed,andwenttothekitchentomake

somethingtoeat.Idecidedtosettleona

smoothie,insteadofanormalbreakfast. 



SiyawalkedinwhileIwasbusy.Heputhis

handsaroundmywaistfrombehind,andkissed

myneck

Him;what’swrong?

Me;nothing 

Him;Rifiloe,Iknowyou. 

Me;i’mjustnot 

Him;youregretitdon’tyou 

Me;Siya,wearesodamaged,andIjustfeellike,

wearegoingaroundincircles.We’renot

movingforwardorbackwards.Insteadwejust

keepdoingthesameshitoverandoveragain. 

Him;Iknowbaby,butthingsaregoingto

change.Hismissionwillendsoon,thenonceits

done.YouandIcanconcentrateonus 

Me;butSiya.You’vesaidthisbefore.We’ve

beenhere,andIjustdon’tknowifIcansothis



again,withoutgettinghurt

Him;come

Siyatookmyhand,andwewenttolounge.He

mademesitonhislap

Him;Rifiloe.Thedayyouwerekidnappedwas

thedaymyworstnightmarebecameareality.I

wassobusysavingtheworld,butIcouldn’t

keepyou.Mywifesafe.Ithoughtthatifwejust

getdivorced,itwoulddrawFernandezoutof

wherehewas.Ididn’ttellyoubecauseIhadto

makesureyouwentaboutyournormalroutine.

IfFernandezevenforaseconddoubtedour

divorce.Hewould’vecomeafteryouagain.And

Ijustcouldn’triskit

ME;whataboutJessica?YouwerewithherSiya.

Isawthepictures 

Him;Iknowwhatyousaw,Ican’tsaymuch



aboutthatuntilwe’vefoundFernandez.Just

knowitisn’twhatitseems 

Me;but 

Him;Ican’tsayanymore 

Me;(sigh) 

Him;Rifiloe,IknowI’vegivenyouamillion

reasonstorun.AndI’msurprisedthatyouare

stillhereafteralltheshitwe’vebeenthrough.

ButI’mjustaskingisthatyougivemetime.Let

mewrapthismissionup,andI’llbeallyours.I

swear 

Me;Idon’tknow 

Him;I’llletyouthinkaboutit 

ME;thanks 

Him;canIgetakiss?

Ileanedinandkissedhim.Nomatterhow

screwedupwewere.Ihadnodoubtweloved



eachother.Ijusthopedthatlovecouldcarryus

through.

Him;thedoctorisonhisway 

Me;Siya…..Idon’t 

Him;pleasedothisforme

Me;whatifI’mpregnantSiya.(Sniff) 

Him;baby.Don’tcry 

Me;howarewegoingtobringupachild,when

allwedoisfight?Howdowebringachildinto

thiscrazysituation? 

Him;wewillmakeitworkRifiloe. 

Me;howSiya?Whatifthismissiontakeslonger?

Whatifyoucan’tbehereSiya?

Him;Rifiloe.We’lltakethingsonedayatatime.

Let’sfirstfindoutifyou’repregnantornot 

Me;(sigh)ohGod.OhGod 



Him;Rifiloerelax 

Me;How 

Him;panickingisonlygoingtomakethings

worse 

Me;ohGodSiya.Whydidn’tyoupullout? 

Him;wellwewerekindofinthemoment 

Me;lookwhatyou’vedonenow 

Him;Hawbaby,but 

Me;shit 

HimRifiloe.Calmdown 

Me;no.no.no.Thisisn’thappening 

Him;Rifiloe,youhaven’teventakenthetest.It

mightbenegative 

Me;youbetterprayitis.BecauseifI’m

pregnant.I’mgoingtostabyou 

Him;howdidwegofrombeingallloveydovey

toyouwantingtostabme



Iwalkedoutandwenttothekitchentofinish

makingmysmoothie.SiyabetterpraythatI’m

notpregnant.

Thedoctorarrived,withallhisequipment.Siya

showedhimtooneofthesparebedroomsto

setup. 

WhileIfinishedoffdrinkingmysmoothie.

SiyacamebackdownstairsjustasIwas

washingmydishes

Him;they’rereadyforyou 

Me;givemeasec

Siyacamecloserandgavemeahug



Him’;it’sgoingtobeok 

Me;let’sjustdothis

Wewalkedupstairsandunfortunatelythetest

camebackpositive.Iwasindeedpregnantand

Siyawasoverthemoon. 

Wedidanultrasound,anditshowedIwas

about3weeksandafewdays. 

Thedoctorputmeonsomemeds,andleftus

withscan.

Siyawalkedthedoctorout,andIwenttoour

bedroom.Thiswasjusttoomuchtotake. 

Siyacameback,andsatnexttome

Him;sowe’rehavingababy 



Me;stopstatingtheobvious 

Him;Iloveyou 

Me;Ihateyou 

Him;Iguessthisisyourhormonestalking 

Me;Iwillslaptheshitoutofyou 

Him;babywhatcanIdotomakeitbetter 

Me;letbulletfinfishthemission,andyoustay

herewithme 

Him;butyouknowIcan’t.Ihavetofinishthe

missionfirst 

Me;mxm 

Him;RifiloeI’mtryinghere.Can’tyoumeetme

halfway? 

Me;(sniff)butSiya(sniff)nowIhavetogo

throughallofthisalone.(Sniff) 

Him;Stopwiththewaterworks

Me;(sniff) 



Him;these9monthsaregoingtobethedeath

ofme 

Me;(sniff) 

Him;maybeyoushouldgotoKZNuntilthe

missionisfinished. 

Me;overmydeadbody 

Him;sowhatdoyousuggestIdo 

Me;makesureyoufinishthisshitasap.Orelse

Iamgoingtokillyou 

Him;deal 

Me;deal 

Himshouldweshakeonit 

Me;yes 

Him;howaboutwekissonitinstead 

Me;no 

Him;SodoesthismeanyouandIarecool? 

Me;itsnotlikewehaveachoice.Weare



basicallystucktogether 

Him;(giggles)thankGodforthisbaby 

Me;yahhyahh.Nowgomakemeanother

smoothie 

JHim;firstweneedtodiscussThisJasonguy 

Me;Siya.Weliterallyjustgotbacktogether.

Like5secondsagoandalreadyyoumaking

demands 

Him;Rifiloe.Youcan’texpectmetobeokwith

youbeingincontactwiththatidiot 

Me;he’smyfriend 

Him;afriendwho’skissedyou 

Me;yes 

Him;Idon’tlikeit 

Me;getoverit 

Him;promisemeyouwon’tseehimagain

Me;you’rebeingpsycho 



Him;I’vealwaysbeenpsycho.Especiallywhen

itcomestoyou 

Me;Iknow.Whichiswhyyouneedtostop 

Him;nothappening.You’rehavingmybaby.

Whichmeanswearedoublingsecurityaround

here.Nogoingoutwithoutyoursecuritydetail,

andmakesureyougetenoughrest.Youheard

whatthedoctorsaidaboutnotstressing 

Me;you’restressingmerightnow 

Him;(chuckles)Iloveyou

Me;yah.Imhmmyoutoo 

Him;sorrywhatsthat 

Me;Imhmmyoutoo 

Him;kissmetoproveit 

Me;no

Him;why 

Me;becauseifwekissitleadssomewhereand

mynunaisstillswollen 



Him;Icankissitbetter 

Me;nowyou’retalking.Butfirstmysmoothie 

Him;comingrightup.

Siyamademeanothersmoothie,andwespent

therestofthedayinbed.Onesthingforsure,

therewasnousedenyinghowmuchIlovedhim.

Ijusthopedthatthistimearoundwecould

makethingswork,becausenowitwasn’tall

aboutus.Wehadachildonthewaywho

neededthebothofus.
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IwokeupthefollowingmorningwithSiya

sleepingnexttome.



Helookedsosweetandstressfreeinhissleep,

butthefactthatwehadababycomingscared

me.SiyahaddonesomanythingstomethatI

have“forgiven”himfor.Butthingswereabit

differentnowbecauseIdidn’tonlyhavemeto

thinkabout.

DoIreallywantmychildaroundSiyaandhisjob?

DoIreallywantustobelinkedtohiminthis

way?IknowhesaidhewillquithisJob,but

Siyahaspromisedthatbeforeandhe’snever

actuallydoneit.

Idon’tknowwhetheritwashormonesspeaking

orwastherealityofthistoxicrelationship

finallysettlingin?WasthisthelifethatIhad

reallychosenformyselfandmychild?

Igotoutofbedandputonmygown.Iwent



downstairsandjustwalkedaroundthegarden

thinkingofeverythingthatSiyaandIhadbeen

through,fromthedaywemet,tothedayIfound

outaboutGhost.Fromthefirstkisstohim

sleepingwithJessica.

Wasthisreallylove?Wasthisasgoodasitgets?

DoInotdeservetobelovedlikehowIwantto

beloved?WasInotworthhimleavingtheforce?

Wouldhehatemeafewyearsfromnow?Ihad

somanyquestionsbutnoonetogiveme

answers.

IfeltSiya,beforeheevensaidanything.His

cologneandhispresencehadawayofgiving

himaway.

Him;apennyforyourthoughts 

Me;Idon’tthinkyouwanttoknow 



Him;ofcourseIdo 

Me;stopworrying, 

Him;areyouok 

Me;I’mfine 

Him;andthebaby? 

Me;we’refine 

Him;Icanseeworrywrittenalloveryourface 

Me;doyoublameme 

Him;notonebit 

Me;Siya,weshouldn’tbebringingachildinto

this.It’snotright

Him;I’mconfused.IthoughtyouandIwere

good 

Me;weare.ItsjustthatIworryaboutthischild.

Whatkindoflifearewegoingtoofferhim/her.

Youarealwaysaway.Wehavemenguarding

thehousewithGuns.That’snotnormal.Idon’t

wantmychildgrowingupinahomewherethe



fatherisassociatedwithgangsandallthe

thingsthatcomewithyourjob 

Him;butbaby,I’vetoldyouI'mresigning.I’ve

madeupmymind.Thisisthelasttime,Iswear 

Me;whathappensifyouneverfindFernandez 

Him;Iwill 

Me;whatifyougethurt 

Him;Iwont 

Me;howcanyoubesoconfident 

Him;becauseIhavetobeRifiloe.Hopeisthe

onlythingthatdrivesme.IfIhavenohopeI

havenothing 

Me;Ijustwishyoudidn’thavetogo. 

Him;I’llbebackbeforeyouknowit

Me;Ireallyhopeso 

Him;trustme 

Me;Ido



Siyastoodinfrontofmeandgavemeahug

Him;babythereisnothingIwantmorethanto

bewithyouandourbaby.Iwanttoseeyou

becomeamother.Iwanttoseeyouholdour

childandgivethemtheloveyou’vegivenme.I

wanttobewithyou,seeyouhappyandnot

havetoworryaboutanyonecomingafteryou.

AllIneedistime.

Ididn’tsayanythingfurther.Siyasaidallthe

rightthings,butintimehisactionswouldhave

todoallthetalking.SofornowIhadtoputmy

faithinhim,andpraythiswholethingends

soon.

IwalkedbackinsidewithSiyabymyside.I

knewthathewasgoingbacktoworktoday,and



thatjustmademefeelevenworse.Iwantedso

badlytohavehimhereinourlittlebubble.

Whereitwasjustusandnooneelse.

IgreetedMamMarthaandwentbacktoour

room.SiyawasonthephonewithHlokesgoing

throughplansfortheday.

Isoakedmyselfinthebathandjusttookin

everything.WasIreallyhavingababy?Iwanted

tobeexcited,butIwasscaredIwouldlosethe

babylikeIdidwiththetwins.Idon’tknowIfI

couldevergetoversomethinglikethatagain,

sofortimebeing,Iwouldtrynottogetto

excited.MaybeonceIstartshowingIwouldget

excited.

BythetimeSiyacameinthewaterwasgetting

cold.



Him;you’vebeeninhereforawhile.Youshould

comeout 

Me;I’llbeoutinamoment 

Him;canIgetyoubreakfast 

Me;nothanks 

Him;youneedtoeatsoyoucantakeyourpills 

Me;Iwill. 

Him;weneedtotalk.Comeout 

Me;ok

Icameoutthebath,andwenttogetdressed.I

wasn’tplanningongoinganywhere,soI

decidedtojustwearshortsandatop.

Siyawassittingonthebed,soIwenttojoinhim



Me;I’mallears 

Him;Thankyou 

Me;forwhat 

Him;forstaying.Iknowyoustillhavedoubts,

andthatyouareworriedaboutthebaby,butI

promiseyouIwillmakeupforallthepainthatI

caused. 

Me;Ihopeso 

Him;ImgoingtobeInandoutofSA.Ineedyou

tocarryonwithyournormalroutine.Noone

canknowaboutusbeingmarried.Noone

Me;ok 

Him;I’mgoingtohavetotightenupsecurity.So

nogoingoutwithoutyourGuards

Me;howmany 

Him;2‘

Me;ok 

Him;allyourcallsarerecorded,sonophoning



anyonetodiscussmeortheforceoranything

ofthatsort 

Me;but 

Him;nobutsRifiloe,Thisisserious.Once

Fernandezfindsoutthatwehavecapturedone

ofhisassociates.Heisgoingtopanic,and

oncepeoplestartpanicking,theyare

unpredictable 

Me;ok

Him;lastly.Thedoctorwillcomeheretocheck

uponyouweekly.Makesureyoutakeyourpills

Me;SiyaI’mnotachild 

Him;Iknow.Ijustwanttomakesuremybaby

istakencareof 

Me;Siya,thebabyisn’tevenababyyet.Relax

Him;Idon’tcare.Itsmybaby,andIwantto

makesurehegetsthebestpossiblecare

Me;He



Him;Yes 

Me;andifit’sagirl 

Him;ThenI’mgoingtodie 

Me;(chuckles)Why?

Him;becauseIalreadyhaveoneDivatodeal

with.Idon’tneedanotherone 

Me;well,Ithinkitwoulddoyougoodtohavea

girl 

Him;howso 

Me;softenyouupabit 

Him;youalreadydothat 

Me;notenough 

Him;morethanenough.Ineedtotoughenup

more 

Me;why 

Him;well,ifI’mgoingtobetakingoverasCEO

ofNdhlovuCorp,Iplanonbeingasruthlessin



thebusinessworldasIamintheforce 

Me;areyoureallyresigning

Him;Iam 

Me;thankGod 

Him;Ishouldgetgoing.I’llseeyousoon 

Me;howsoon 

Him;maybetonight 

Me;ok 

Him;remember.Ifanythinghappensordoesn’t

feelright,yougointothepanicroom 

Me;ok

Him;doyoustillrememberthecode?

Me;yesnowstop.You’rescaringme 

Him;ok,onemorething 

Me;what 

Him;ifanythinghappenstoday.Don’tleavethe

house.Stayhere.Iwillcallyou



Me;somethinglike?

Him;I’mnotsure.I’mjustsaying 

Me;Siya,whatareyouhidingfromme 

Him;nothingyet.ButI’vereceivedsomeIntel,

andI’mnotsurewhattothinkordo 

Me;you’rescaringme 

Him;don’tbe

Me;Siya

Him;baby.Don’tworry.Justpromisemeyou

willdoastold.Idon’twanttohavetoworry

aboutyoursafety

Me;ok

Him;Iloveyou 

Me;Iloveyoutoo 

Him;laydownsoIcankissmybaby 

Me;you’reoverdoingit 

Him;justlaydown



Irolledmyeyesandjustdidastold.Siyaleaned

inandkissedmytummy.

Him;baby,itsdaddyhere.I’mgoingtobeaway

abit,soIneedyoutobehave,trynottomake

mommysick.She’ssuchacrybabyasitis.The

lastthingweneedistomakeherworse.

IlookeddownatSiyaandsmiled.Youcouldtell

hewasexcitedaboutthebaby.Whichinturn

gavemehope.Atleastheknewhehad

somethingtolookforwardtowhenhecomes

home.

SiyaleftandIwentbacktobed.Iwasn’texactly

sick,butIwasjustfeelingdown.Idon’tknow

whyexactly.ButIjustwantedtosleep.

SomethingaboutSiyaleavingwasn’tsittingwell



withme.Ijustprayedhewascominghome.

ThelastthingIneedistohavearepeatofwhat

happenedinCuba.

WhenIwokeup,itwasaftermiddayandIwas

starving.SoIwentdownandmademyselfa

fruitsalad.

ThemomentIputonthenewsmyheartfroze.I

ranupstairstofetchmyphone.Something

wasn’tright.Iknewit.

ItriedSiya,buthisphonewentdirectlyto

voicemail.ItriedHlokesbutitwasvoicemailas

well.

IknowI’msupposedtobecalm,butthiswas

bad.Reallybad.Itookmypillsandtriedtocalm

down.



ItriedSiyaagain,buthisphonewentto

voicemail.Iknowhesaidthatifanything

happens,Ishouldstayathome.ButIneededto

findoutifhewasok.

Iputonmysneakersandranddownstairs.I

neededtogettoSiya’sbase,andseeformyself.

ThemomentIsteppedoutside,theguardswere

ontheirfeet.

Me;hi 

Them;Mam 

ME;IneedyoutotakemetoSiya’soffices

Theguardsbothlookedateachother



Me;now 

Him;mam.I’msorry,butwehaveclear

instructionstomakesureyoudon’tleavethe

premises 

ME;IneedtomakesureSiyaisok 

Him;I’msorrymam,butIhavetofollowmy

orders 

Me:areyoufuckingkiddingme?Myhusband’s

buildinghasbeenbombed,andyouwanttotell

meIcan’tmakesureheisok 

Him;wewillletyouknowassoonaswehear

something 

Me;that’snotgoodenough 

Him;mam.Please.Ghostgaveusspecific

instructions.Wearenotatlibertytoletyouoff

theproperty 

Me;haveyouheardanythingfromhim 



Him;notsinceheleftthismorning 

Me;letmeknowifhecalls

Him;yesmam.

Iwentbackinsideandflippedthroughthenews

channeltoseeiftherewasanupdate.Butthere

wasnothing.Alltheyknewwasthata

governmentbuildinghadbeenbombed,and

thattheyweretryingtocontainthefire.There

wasnothingaboutsurvivors

IcalledBoni,andsheanswered

Me;areyouwatchingthenews

Her;I’monmywaytoyourhouse 

Me;what’swrong 



Her;apparentlymysecuritydetailsweregiven

strictinstructionstotakemetoyyourhouse

shouldanythinghappen 

Me;haveyouheardfromyourman 

Her;no.Triedhimamilliontimes 

ME;ok,I’llseeyouwhenyougethere 

Her;Rifiloe,pleasetellmethatthereok.Idon’t

evenwanttothinkofanyotherpossibilities 

Me;IhopetheyareBoni.Wejusthavetohave

faith 

Her;I’llseeyouwhenIgetthere 

Me;shap

Iputdownthephoneandwipedawayatear

thathadescaped.IprayedtoGodthatSiyaand

histeamwereok.Siyawassovagueabout

whatwashappening,soIwasn’tsureifthis

wasoneofhistricks,orifthiswasreal.



ThelastthingIcouldbearwastolosehim.How

couldIpossiblyraiseachildalone?Siyawasso

excited,therewasnowayGodwouldtakehim

frommenow.Notwhenwe’vejustmadeup.
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ItriedgoingovertheconversationIhadwith

Siya.Ineededtoseeifmaybehehintedat

somethingaboutthisbombing,butIcouldn’t

pickuponanything.Somethingdidn’tfeelright.

WhywouldSiyaletanyonejustbombthe

building?

Whycouldn’tthenewstellusiftherewereany

casualtiesorsurvivors?Allofthisjustseemed

sooverthetop,andSiya,wasn’texactlythe



kindofguywhowasoverthetop.

Boniarrivedandherfacereflectedmyfears.

Shelookedsowornout.Likeshehadaaged

100yearssinceIlastsawher

Me;youlooklikehowIfeel 

Her;Rifiloe,Icantlosehim.Notlikethis

Boniburstintotears,andmyheartjustbroke.

Shewasusuallythestrongone,andalways

comfortingme,andtoseehercrying,justbroke

myheart.

Iopenedmyarmstoher,andjustheldheras

shecried.Ihadtobethestrongoneinallthis

andhopethatthiswasallapartoftheplan.



OnceBonihadcalmeddown,IaskedMam

Marthatomakeussomethingtoeat.Ihadn’t

reallyeatenanything,andifSiyawasokandhe

knewthathewouldcomeoutofwhereverheis

andkillmehimself.

Me;comesit 

Her;Howareyousocalm 

Me;Boni.Wedon’tknowwhathappened.The

onlythingweknowisthatthebuildinghasbeen

blownup.Thereisnothingindicatingthatthey

wereinthebuilding. 

Her;oh,GodRifiloe.Ihopeyou’reright. 

Me;Ihopesotoo

BoniandIhadlunchwithmamMarthainthe

lounge.Wekeptgoingthroughthenews

channeltoseeifanythinghadbeenpickedup,

butithadbeenhoursandstillnothing,andnow



Iwasalsostartingtopanic.

WhatifIwaswrong?WhatifSiyawashurt? 

IwasdeepinthoughtwhenIheardaloudBang

comingfromoutside.Myheartjumpedtomy

throat.

IlookedatmamMarthaandBoni,tomakesure

Iwasn’tgoingcrazy,andtheyeyestoldmeI

wassane.

Me;weneedtogettothepanicroom.Where’s

Thembi?

AsIaskedthat,Iheardgunshotsgoingoff.

Me;now



Weallleapedup,andheadedupstairs.Thiswas

worsethanIthought,becausenowthebullets

weregettingcloserandcloser.

IsawThembiappearfromupstairs,andweall

rantomybedroom.ilockedthedoorandwe

wenttothecloset.Itriedenteringthedoor,but

itrejectedthepassword.ITOOKADEEP

BREATHandtriedagain,andstillitrejected.

Ilookedateveryoneshaking

Me;itwonttakethepassword 

Boni;calmdownandtryagain

Itriedagainandstillnothing.



Me;doyouhaveyourphone 

Boni;IthinkIleftitdownstairs. 

Me;shit

Her;Rifiloe,wearepanicking.Youneedtotry

andputinthepasswordslowly.

AsBonisaidthatweheardmoregunshots.It

wasobvioustheyhadaccessedthepremises,

becauseofhowclosetheywere.

Isaidalittleprayerandputinthepassword

slowly,andthankfullyIsawthedoorsopening.

Iletoutasighofreliefandweallwentin.The

doorsimmediatelyclosedbehindme.Iputin

thepasswordagaintosecureeverything,and

onwentthelights.



Ihadhonestlyneverbeensoscared.Myhands

werestillshaking,butatleastIknewwewere

safe.Ijustprayedthatwewouldn’thavetobein

herefortoolong.

Thepanicroomwasn’texactlysmall.Butit

wasn’tbigeither.Itwasmadebulletproof,and

itisclosetoimpossibletodetect.

Weallsatsownonthesofas,andIputonthe

monitors.Iwantedtoseethemovementsinthe

house.

Luckilythecameraswereallstillinplace.

Thesightbeforemebrokeme.Myhouse

lookedlikeawarzone.Mywindowswereall

broken,mycarswerehadbulletholes

everywhere.Icouldn’tmakeoutwhetherthe



intrudershadmadeitinsideasyet,butIcould

seeSiya’smenrunningupanddown.

Hopefullytheyhadeverythingincontrol.

Itookthephonethatwehadinthepanicroom,

andtriedSiya,butasexpectedhisphonewas

off.

AllIcoulddonowissitandwait.

Weallsatinsilence.Weweresoonedge,you

couldcutoranxiousnesswithaknife.

Westayedinthereforhoursonend.Iwas

startingtobecomecrankyandjustwanteda

wayforward.



Thehousehadgonedark,sothecameras

weren’texactlyclear.Icouldn’tmakeoutwhat

washappeningandthatjustmademeworse.

Iheardthephoneringingandwealljumpedup.

Me;hello 

Him;Rifiloe 

Me;Sizwe,Hi 

Him;ohthankGod. 

Me;Sizw,whatsgoingon

Him;don’tworryaboutit.Ineedyoutolistento

mecarefully 

Me;you’rescaringme 

Him;don’tbe.Butjustlisten 

Me;Ok.



Him;GhostandBullethavegonerogue.The

lasttimewespoketothem,wehadaleadon

whereFernandezwashiding,anditso

happeneditwasinSA 

Me;whatdoyoumeanbyRouge 

Him;asinnotrackers,nocellphonenothing 

Me;shit 

Him;Iknow.ButheaskedmetomakesureI

lookedoutforasignalfromyouenteringthe

panicroom 

Me;ok 

Him;we’regoingtoneedyouguystostayput

foranothercoupleofhours.Ineedtobeableto

landahelicopterthere,butasyouknowthe

houseinJHBdoesn’thaveone.

Me;sowhatdowedo 

Him;I’vegotasquadheadingtherenow.They

aregoingtoclearwayforthehelicopter. 



ME;ok 

Him;thereisnotimetopack.WhenItellyouto

goyougo.Noquestionsasked 

Me;ok 

Him;seyousoon 

Me;thankyou

Sizwecutthecall,andIletoutasighofrelief.It

wasgoodtoknowthatweweregettingoutof

here,butatthesametimeIstartedgetting

worriedaboutSiyaandHlokes.

Iftheyhadnobackup,howweretheygoingto

gettoFernandezwithjustthetwoofthem?

TheworstpartinallthiswasIcouldn’teven

phoneSiyatomakesurehewasOK.Allwe

coulddonowwaspraythatheandHlokes



knewwhattheyweredoing.
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Thewaitingwashonestlydrivingmeinsane.

Sizwehadcalledlike2hoursagoandstill

nothing.Iwantedtocallhimback,butwas

nervousbecauseofwhatSiyahadsaid

regardingcallsbeingrecorded.

ThelastthingIneededwastomakethisworse.

Thisshitwaswayoutmyleague,andIhonestly

feltcompletelyhelpless.

Westayedinthepanicroomforhours.Ieven

starteddozingoffonthecouch.Ihadn’ttaken

mymeds,andtheonlyfoodavailablewas



snacks.Notactualfood.

whenthephonefinallyrangIjumpeduptogo

getit

Me;Hello

Him;Rifiloe

Me;Sizwe,we’vebeenwaitingforyouforhours

Him;sorryaboutthat,butwehadtomakesure

theintruderswerealltakenin 

Me:ok,sowhatnow?

Him:thehelicopterisgoingtolandonthe

street.There'snotenoughspaceonthegarden 

Me:isitsafe 



Him:Yes.It'stheonlyoptionsofar

Me;ok.Iguesswedon'thaveachoice 

Him:youneedtogetgoingnow.Youdon'thave

muchofawindow.I'msureFernandezguysare

planningacomeback.It'sbettertogetyouto

thesafehousebeforethathappens 

Me:ok. 

Him:donttakeanything.Justgetoutofthere.

I'llbewaitingforyououtside 

Me:areanyofyourguysinthehouse 

Him:no.We'velostafewmen.Someare

injured.TheteamI'veSentoveristheonlyone

available,andtheyarebusygatheringevidence,

whileothersareonthefield

Me:ok.We'reonourway

Icutthecallandjusttookamoment.



Me:weshouldgo.Sizweandtheteamare

waitingoutside

Boni:whyCanttheycomein

Me:somethingaboutshortstaffed

Her:let'sjustgetoutofhere

Weallstoodup,andputinthepasswordto

openthepanicroom.Asthedoorsopenedwe

allwalkedout.Weweresonervous.Iwentto

thesafeandtookoutSiyasgun.Ididn'treally

knowmuchaboutguns.ButItookitanyway.

Wewalkedoutmyroomslowlywithoneinfront

oftheother.Iknowsizwesaidtohurryupbut

somethingaboutthiswholethingmademe

uneasy,especiallythefactthattheycouldn't

comein.



Nonethelesswewalkedoutandreachedthe

floorbeneathuswhenIheardsomeshuffling.

Myguttoldmesomethingwasn'tright.Ifroze,

whenIheardsomefootsteps.

Me:weshouldgobacktothepanicroom.

Themomentisaidthat,Iheardthefootsteps

gettingcloser.Whoeverwascomingwas

approachingthestairs.Sowedidn'thavemuch

time 

Iknewthatatthismomentweallhadtoturn

back.

Igrabbedbonishand,andweallrushedback.

Thefootstepswerenowcloserandthatscared

me.



Wegottomyroomandlockedthedoor.

Whoeverwascomingafteruswasnowonour

floor,sowedidn'thavelong

Werantothepanicroom,anIputinthe

password.Itimmediatelyopenedasshotswere

firedtothebedroomdoor. 

Westormedinandiputthepasswordinagain.

Thedoorsclosed,justastheguycomingafter

usmadeoutwherewewere.Heshotacouple

ofroundsatusbutluckilythedoorsshutjustin

time.

Ifloppedonthefloor,tryingtocatchmybreath.

Thisshitwascrazyashell.Howdidtheyknow

wewerecomingout?AndithoughtaSizwe

saidthattheydidasweepofthehousesowhy

wassomeonetryingtokillus



IlookedoveratBoniandshewasjustasrelived

asIwas,butthenilookedatmamMarthaand

shehadherhandoverherabdomen

Ilookedcloserandsawshewasblooding

Me:shit.Mayou'vebeenshot

MamMarthajustnoddedatme.Igotupand

rantoherside.

Wewereallpanicbutdidn'tknowwhattodo.

MamMarthawasstartingtogetpale,andthat

mademesnapoutofthepanicattackIwas

abouttohave.

Me:Boni,seeifyoucanfindsometowels,ora



firstaidkit.

Itookoffmytop.Andpresseditonher

Me:Ma,don'tcloseyoureyes.Trytostay

awake.Please

shedidn'trespond.Shejustkepthereyeson

mine.Isawatearescaped.Andiswallowed

hard.Ididn'twanttocry,ihadtobestrong.

Me:don'teventhinkaboutit.You'regoingto

getthroughthis.

MamMartha,didn'tmove.Shejustgotmore

andmoreplace.



Me:Boni,hurry

Bonirantowardmewithtowels.Mytopwas

soakedwithblood.Ipressedthetowelonher

abdomen,whileBonilookedforthekit

Me:thembi,trycallingSiyaagain.Orbullet.

Anyone.

Thembigotup,andpickedupthephone.

IlookedatmamMarthaandshewasshacking

herhead.

Icouldseeshewantedtosaysomethingbut

thewordswouldn'tcomeout.



Me:weneedtogetyoutoahospital.

Sheshookherheadiknowshewasagainstthis,

butihadtodosomething.Icouldn'tjustsitin

hereandletherdie. 

Iwouldn'tbeabletolivewithmyself.

Bonicouldn'tfindakit.Notthatitwouldhelp

anyway.Ilookedatthembiandshelooked

defeated.Itwasobvioustomethattheonly

waswecangetmanMarthatothehospital,

wasformetosurrendertoFernandezguys.

OtherwisemanMarthawasn'tgoingtomakeit

andiwouldhaveherdeathonmyconscious,

andiwasn'twillingtoletthathappen.Mam

Marthahadalwaysbeenthereforme,andnow

itwastimeididsomethingforher.

Me:thembi.Keepthetowelspressedonthe



wound

Thembitookover,whileIwenttowashmy

hands.

MamMarthawasbarleykeepinghereyesopen.

Ineededtogetheroutofherasap.

IlookedatBoni.

Me:I'mgoingtogoout 

Her:huh

Me:ifshe'sgoingtomakeit,weneedtogether

toahospital

Her:Rifiloe,thoseguyswillkillyou

Me:Idon'thavechoice. 

Her:Ican'tletyoudon'tthat



Me:it'snotuptoyou.Ihavetodothis. 

Her:Rifiloe 

Me:notimetoargue.

Iwrotedownthepasswordforher.

Me;incaseyouneedit.Butdon'tcomeout

unlessbulletorSiyacomesforyou.Noone

else 

Her:rif

Me:Ihavetodothis.MamMarthahaschildren

tolookafter

Her:Iknowbut

IwalkedawayfromBoni,andwenttowardsthe

door.



butthenMamMarthastartedcoughingreally

badly.Iturnedaroundandwenttoherside.

Sheslowlyshookherheadatme

Me;shhh.Don'tworry.It'sallgoingtobefine.

Imgoingtogetyououtofhere

Isawatearrunningdownhercheek,andifelt

myheartbreak.

Her:Rifiloedon't.It'stime

IcouldjustaboutmakeoutwhatmamMartha

wassaying.Hervoicewasamerewhisperand

itjustbrokemeevenmore



Her:don'tworryaboutme.Iamgoingtomy

ancestors.That'sagoodthing.Youjust

concentrateontakingcareofyourbaby.Sheis

goingtobringYoulotsofjoy

MamMarthasmiledatme,andthenclosedher

eyes.

Me:no..,no...noooooo.Wakeup...don'tclose

youreyes.ManMarthapleeeeaase

Isawsmallbubblescomingouthemouthas

shetookherlastbreath.

Itriedshakingherawake,buttherewasno

response.IwantedtotryCPRbutBonipulled

meaway.



Her:Rifiloe.She'sgone.There'snothingyoucan

do

Iscreamedmylungsout.ThepainIfeltwhenI

sawmyparentsbodiesallcamebackagain. 

MamMarthahadbeenloyal,kindandalways

optimistic.Andnowshewasgone.Allbecause

ofmycrazylifewithSiya.Whoelsehadtoget

hurtordiebeforethiswasallover?Andeven

thenhowdowemoveonfromthis?Howdowe

tell,herchildrenthattheyarenoworphans,all

becauseofus.

Lifewastrulyunfair.MamMarthahadliterally

takenabulletforme.Ifonlyitweremeinher

place,itwouldbebetter.BecauseIwasn'tsureI

wouldbeabletolivewiththeguiltthatcomes

withlosingher.
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SeeingMamMarthalayingtherecoveredwith

bloodytowelswasjusttoomuch.

Wehadbeenhereforhoursalready,andnoone

hadcalled.ItwasalreadymorningandIwas

startingtogetafraidthatwewouldneverget

outofhere.Thecamerashadbeendisfigured,

sowewereprettymuchjuststuckhere,till

someonecameforus.

Boni;Rifiloe,Youneedtoeat 

Me;I’mgood 

Her;youhaven’teatenanythingsinceyesterday 

Me;myapatite’svanished



AsBoniandIweretalking,thephonerang.I

wasrathernervoustoanswer.Iwasn’texactly

surewhototrustatthemoment.

Boni;weshouldanswer 

Me;Idon’tknowifthat’sagoodidea

Her;itmightbeSiya 

Me;itcouldalsobeSizwe 

Her;theresonlyonewaytofindout

Igotupandwenttoanswerthephone

Me;Hello 

Him;OghthankGod.Rifiloe.Youhadme

scared 

Me;Siya

Him;yesbaby.



Ifeltapartofmefinallystartingtoletgo.Itfelt

likealoadhadbeentakenoffmyshoulders.

Bonistoodupandcametostandnexttome,

whenshehearditwasSiya

Me;where’sHlokes?

Him;gettingstitchedup,buthe’sok

IlookedatBoniandsmiled.

Me;whathappened 

Him;longstory…I’llexplainwhenIseeyou 

Me;andwhenisthat 

Him;soon 

Me;soyou’recomingtogetus 

Him;yes...Butthere’ssomethingIneedtotake



careoffirst 

Me;somethinglikewhat 

Him;promisenottopanic 

Me;ok 

Him;Fernandezguyshavethehouse

surrounded 

Me;whatdoyoumean

Him;theyareeverywhere.They’vesurrounded

thepanicroom 

Me;shit 

Him;Iknow

Me;sowhatnow 

Him;Ijustneedyoutostayput.Don’topenthe

panicroom.Nomatterwhat.Iwillopenit

myself 

Me;ok,butIneedtotellyousomething 

Him;what 



Me;mamMarthaisgone

Him;Gonewhere 

Me;shewasshot 

Him;shit…When 

Me;afewhoursago 

Him;whathappened.Ithoughtyouguyswerein

thepanicroomthiswholetime 

Me;Sizwephoned,andtoldustocomeout,but

oneofFernandezmenwerestillinthehouse 

Him;FuckingHell.Areyouok

Me;Yes.ButSiyashe’sgone(sniff) 

Him;Iknowbaby,I’msorryyouhadtoseethat

Me;Justgetusoutofhere

Him;Iwill 

Me;promisemeyouwon’tgethurt 

Him;don’tworryaboutme.Ivegotaplan 

Me;whatdoesitinvolve 



Him;puttingabulletthroughSizwe’shead 

Me;Siya 

Him;Rifiloe.Hebetrayedme.Again.Thistime

there’snofuckingmercy.ThistimeIendhis

fuckinglife.Don’teventryspeakingupforhim

Me;Siya,don’tspeaklikethat 

Him;Itoldyounottoleavethefuckingpanic

room,unlessmyguyscomeforyou.Whywould

youlistentoSizweofallpeople 

ME;ButSiya 

Him;noRifiloe.Youaretootrusting 

Me;But

Him;Illspeaktoyoulater

Siyacutthecall.Iknowhewasmadatme,but

fornowallIcaredaboutwasthefactthathe

andHlokesweresafe.



BoniopenedherarmsandIjustfellintothem.I

knowexactlyhowshewasfeeling.Wewere

bothfinallyseeingthelightattheendofalong

darktunnel.

Her;willyouatleasteatsomething 

Me’;illhaveabagofchips 

Her’;fine

WesatonthecouchoppositemamMartha,

waitingforSiya.Ithurtlookingather,butshe

lookedsopeaceful.Likeshewasasleep.We

hadnochoicebuttopretend.

Westayedinthepanicroomforafewmore

hours,tillIheardsomeoneopeningthedoors.

Westoodup,andthedoorsopened.Seeing



SiyaandHlokesstandingontheotherside

broughtsuchrelieftome.Theybothhadafew

stitchesbutnonethelesstheylookedwell

IranintoSiya’sarms

Him;It’salloverbaby

Me;(sniff)

Itookastepbackandlookedathim.

Me;youlookterrible 

Him;(chuckles)it’snicetoseeyoutoo 

Me;Iwasworriedsick 

Him;Itoldyounottobe

Siya,walkedinandlookedatMamMartha.I

sawtearsthreatenhiseyes.



HelookedatHlokes,andtheyhadanunspoken

conversation.

Him;weshouldgetyouguysoutofhere 

Me;ok

BonilookedabitnervoustoleaveHlokes,but

shedidn’thavemuchofachoice.Hlokeswas

justasheadstrongasSiya.Sothemomenthe

gaveherthatlook,sheknewnottoargue.

ItookBoni’shand,andwewalkedoutwithSiya

andThembi.ItwasreallydifficultleavingMam

Martha,butwedidn’thaveachoice. 

Forthefirsttimesincethiswholeshitwent

down,Igotagoodlookatthehouseanditwas

ravaged.



Ididn’treallycareaboutthematerialthings.All

ofthosecouldbereplaced.Whathurtwas

knowingthatbecauseofSizwe,mamMartha

wasgone,andtherewasnothingthatcould

changethat.
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Weleftthehousewithhugeasscars

shadowingus.SiyagavemehisJacket,

becauseIwasonlyinasportsbra,becauseI

hadusedmyshirttohelpMamMartha.

Whenwearrivedattheairport.Wegotoutthe

carstoboardtheplane.Ihadnoideawherewe

weregoing,andquitefranklyIdidn’tcare.



AllIwantedwastobewithSiya,andnothing

else,Ihadsomanyquestionsthatneeded

answers,butrightnowIdidn’twanttodealwith

reality.

Siyasatdownnexttomebutdidn’tputhis

seatbelton

Him;Baby 

Me;mhmm 

Him;I’mnotgoingtobeabletocometoCT

withyou.Ineedtojusttakecareafewthings

here.Illbetherebeforeyougotobed 

Me;butbaby 

Him;Ipromise 

Me;can’tyoucomebacktoJHBtomorrow.

RightnowallIneedisyou.Please



Siya,lookedatmeandhelookedlikehewasat

acrossroad.Ididn’twanttoputhimthere,butI

honestlyjustneededhim. 

Heleanedintowhispersomethinginmyear

Him;IneedtobeinJHB,sothatBulletcantake

timetobewithHisgirl.He’swayhurtphysically

thanIam.Thisisherfirsttimeexperiencing

somethinglikethis.Heneedstobewithher.

WhichmeansIneedtotakecareofeverything

else.

IlookedatBoniandIfeltsoselfish.She

probablyneededHlokesatthemoment,andit

wouldn’tbefairformetokeephiminJHBright

now 

Me;(sigh) 

Him;you’reabosslady.Youhavetomakemore



sacrificesforpeoplethatareonyourteam.

IlookedatSiyaandrolledmyeyes.Hewas

smilingatmebecauseheknowIhatethose

stupidnames

Me;Justgo 

Him;willyoushowthemaroundthehousefor

me?Ithinkitsbesttheystaywithusforawhile 

Me;secondfloor? 

Him;yes 

Me;sharp 

Him;Iloveyou 

Me;Iloveyoutoo

Siyagavemeakissonthecheek,andleft.We

waitedforoveranhourbeforewetookoff,



becausewewerewaitingforHlokes.

Whenhearrived,wefinallyleftJHBforCT.I

couldseeBoniwasalotlessstressed.SoI

knowthatSiyamadetherightdecisiontostay

inJHB.

WhenwearrivedinthehouseinCT,Ishowed

BoniandHlokestothesecondfloor,wherethey

wouldbestaying.ThenIwenttothethirdfloor

toourroom.Ineededanicelongbath.Thepast

2dayshadbeenexhausting.

Aftermybath,IputononeofSiya’sshirts,and

wenttobed.Iwassoexhausted.

Imust’vebeenasleepforafewhourswhenI

heardsomeonewalkingintothebedroom.I

immediatelytensed.Ihadthoughtthiswhole



thingwasover,andherewassomeoneinmy

room.

ThecloserhegotthemorenervousIbecame.

UntilIsmelthiscologne.Ilookedupandsaw

Siya’sshadow

Ijustsmiledandsatup

Me;you’reback 

Him;Imissedyou 

Me;cometobed 

Him;imgoingtotakeaquickshowerfirst

Me;canIjoinyou 

Him;please

Igotoutofbedandtookoffhisshirt.Siyadidn’t



move.Hejuststoodtherelookingatme 

Me;What 

Him;Goshyou’rebeautiful 

Me;you’remakingmeblush 

Him;Iwantyou 

Me;Imallyours

Istoodclosertohimandstartedundressing

him.

WhenIwasdone,Istoodonmytiptoesandput

mylipsonhis.Thenonethingledtoanother,

andwesweetoldlove.Thenendedupfalling

asleepnexttoeachotherwithoutevengoingto

shower.

WhenIwokeupthefollowingmorning,Siya

wasnexttomefastasleep.Nauseahad



decidedtokickinratherbadlythismorning.SoI

gotupandwenttothebathroomtotryfreshen

up.

Itookaquickshower,thengotbackintobed.

Siyaopenedhiseyesandsmiledatme

Him;yousmellgood 

Me;wishIfeltgood 

Him;whatswrong 

Me;justabitdizzy 

Him;canIgetyouanything 

Me;nothankyou 

Him;youneedtoeat 

Me;Idon’tthinkIcanIcanstomachanything

rightnow 



Him;drytoast?

Me;I’llgodownandmakeit 

Him;no.yourelax.Illhandleit 

Me;baby

Siyarolledhiseyes,andwenttotakeaquick

shower,whileItriedgettingsomemoresleep.

Siyabeingthefusserheis,mademeafull

breakfastinsteadofjustdrytoast

Me;whathappenedtojustdrytoast 

Him;Ijustthoughtyoushouldtryeatinga

properbreakfast

Ilookedattheeggsandsausagesandmywhile

stomachturned.



Theeggssmelledhorrible,andtheoilinessof

thebaconandsausagesjustmademefeel

evenworse.

Irantothebathroomandoutcamenothingbut

water.Ididn’thavemuchtothrowupbecauseI

hadn’teatenforabout2days. 

Siyawalkedinandstoodnexttome

Him;whatcanIdotohelp 

Me;goaway 

Him;why 

Me;becauseIdon’twantyoutoseethis 

Him;Rifiloe. 

Me;outSiya



Siyastoodthereandjustpattedmyback,tillI

wasdone.Igotupandbrushedmyteeth,and

thenlookedathim

Him;what 

Me;thisisallyourfaultyaz 

Him;how 

Me;youshould’vepulledout 

Him;HawRifiloe.Sincewhendowedothat 

Me;nxa

Iwalkedawayfromhim,andlefthimthere

confused.Ineededdrytoastwithwater,andnot

allthisoilystuffhemade.

WhenIgotdownstairs,HlokesandBoniwere

havingbreakfast.Igreetedthem,andwentto

maketoast.Thenwentbacktomyroom. 



Iwasn’texactlygoodcompany,soIjustleft

themtoenjoyeachother’scompany.

WhenIgottoourroom,Iopenedthecurtains

andwindows,andjusthadmytoastinpeace. 

WhenIwasdone,IwentlookingforSiya.I

wantedtotalktohimaboutmamMartha.And

asexpectedhewasonthephoneinhisoffice. 

HecutthecallimmediatelywhenIwalkedin

Him;youshouldknock 

Me;sincewhen 

Him;what’sup 

Me;Siya 

Him;baby

Me;don’tbabyme 

Him;imamaanRifiloe 



Me;Siyaareyoucheatingonmeagain 

Him;HawRifiloe.Howdidwegettothat? 

Me;whydidyoucutthephone,whenyousaw

mecomein 

Him;becauseIdidn’twantyoutohearwhat

wasbeingsaid 

Me;andwhynot 

Him;becauseIdon’twantyoutostress

Me;well,I’mstressedandthinkingthatyouare

cheatingsoyoumightaswelltellme 

Him;canwenotdothis

Icrossedmyarmsandlookedathim.Iwanted

toknowexactlywhatwashappening

Him;don’tdothat 

Me;dowhat 



Him;looksobossy.Makesmewanttotakeyou

bed 

Me;don’teventhinkaboutit

Siyacamecloser,andIdidn’tmove 

Him;youknowyouwantto 

Me;whydoyoualwaysdothat 

Him;becausethebedroomistheonlyplaceyou

letmebeaman

Me;that’sbullandyouknowit 

Him;it’sthetruth

Itookastepback,andlookedathim 

Him;babyMaan 

Me;Siya 

Him;fine 

Me;I’mlistening 



Him;sitdown,causeIcan’tconcentrate

knowingthatyouarenakedundermyshirt 

Me;keepyourpantsonbuddy

Isatonthedeskandwaitedforhimtoexplain

himself

Him;soItenderedmyresignationletter

yesterday 

Me;yesand

Him;theydeclinedmyrequest

IknowIshould’vegivenhimtimetoexplain

further.ButIjustknewhewasgoingtotellme

hewasstayingblahblahblah,andjustpissed

meoff.Nxa,Siyajustneverkepttohisword

whenitcametohisjob.Hewasalwayswilling

tofightfortheworld,butwhenitcameto



fightingforusitcamewithrestrictionsandthat

annoyedmetoamaximum.Iwasexpectinghis

childforheaven’ssake,andallhecaredabout

wasstayingaslieutenant.
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IleftSiyainhisstupidofficeandwentbackto

ourroom.Therewashonestlynousespeaking

tohimaboutthisbecauseitwouldjustleadto

anotherhugeassargumentthatIamnotinthe

moodfor.

Sothesakeofmysanity,Iwalkedaway. 

IwassousedtoSiyacomingaftermeifIleft

duringanargument,butthistimehedidn’t

insteadhejustshuthisofficedoor,andletme

go.Whichinturnfuelledmyanger.Howdidhe

expectmetobeokwithgettingmyhopesup



yetonceagain?Hepromisedandnowhewas

goingbackonhispromise.Noonecanforce

youtostayatajobifyouwishtoresign.They

mightdecline,butyoufightitforthesakeof

yourfamily.Notjustgiveinnxa.Andthenhe

saysthatIneverlethimbethemaninthe

relationship,wellhowdoIsubmittoamanwho

can’tkeephisword?Fuckman

Igottomyroomandgotbackinbed.Today

wasagloomydayoutside,anditjustreflected

mymood,soinsteadoffighting,Idecidedtotry

andgetsomemoresleep,butthenI

rememberedthatIneedednewprenatal

vitamins,becausemyotheroneswereleftin

JHB.

Ireallydidn’twanttospeaktoSiya,butIdidn’t

exactlyhavemuchofachoice. 

Iwentbacktohisoffice,andmadeitapointnot



toknock.Ijustwalkedin.It’smyhouseMos

Siyadidn’tbotherlookingupfromhislaptop.I

thinkhejustknewitwasme.SolennaIjust

stoodthere.Iwantedtoseewhowouldbethe

firsttocrack,andasalwaysitwashim.Lol

Him;soyou’regoingtojuststandthereand

stareatme 

Me;mxm 

Him;Rifiloe.I’mnotinthemoodtofight 

Me;good,becauseIdidn’tcometofight

Him;sowhatcanIdoforyou 

Me;don’tspeaktomelikeoneofyourstaff

members

Him;Rifiloe,ifyouweremystaffmemberI

would’veputyouinyourplacealongtimeago.

Insteadyouaremycrazy,annoyingashell,



stubbornasswife.Whoneverletsmefinisha

sentence 

Me;Imnotstubborn 

Him;youknowyouare 

Me;anyway.That’snotwhyIcame. 

Him;whydidyoucomethen 

Me;Ineedmyprenatalvitamins

Him;shit.Itotallyforgot

Me;andclothes 

Him;Ilikeyouwalkingaroundwithjustmyshirt

on.Turnsmeon 

Me;(chuckles)getyourheadoutthegutter 

Him;Ok.I’llgetitdone 

Me;weneedtotalkaboutMamMartha 

Him;whatwouldyouliketoknow 

Me;where’sSizwe 

Him;can’tsay 



Me;Siya,Ihaveeveryrighttoknow 

Him;noyoudon’t.Nowmoveonfromthat

conversation 

Me;fine.HaveyouinformedMamMartha’s

children? 

Him;Hereldestisonhiswayhere.Ineedto

helphimsortoutafewthings 

Me;andthefuneral 

Him;beingpaidforbythestate

Me;oh 

Him;Shewasemployedbytheagency.Soits

onlyright 

Me;isthereanythingIcando 

Him;no 

Me;whenisthefuneral 

Him;Saturday 

Me;where 



Him;KZN 

Me;sowewillleaveonFriday 

Him;yes 

Me;good 

Him;We’llstayatmymomforFridaynight, 

Me;mhmm 

Him;don’tstart 

Me;whatdidIsay 

Him;Iknowyou 

Me;butbaby,whycan’twejustbookahotel 

Him;notupfordiscussion 

Me;yousuck 

Him;(chuckles)Idon’tlikeyoupregnant.Your

temperisX100

Me;wellthat’swhathappenswhenyousleep

withsomeone 

Him;areyougoingtoletmeexplain,orareyou



justgoingtocarryontryingtoannoyme?

Me;explainwhat 

Him;myresignation

Me;whataboutit 

Him;sitdown

Iwentandmovedhislaptopouttheway,soI

couldsitonthetablerightinfrontofhim

Him;wehavechairsyouknow 

Me;sowhat

Him;ok,movingforward 

Me;kemametse 

Him;I’mdefinitelyleavingtheforce.There’sno

questionaboutthat

Me;but 

Him;letmefinish 



Me;ok 

Him;Ijustneedtogetafewthingsinplacefirst.

ThenIcanleave,despitethemdecliningmy

request.We’relookingatatimelineofabout2

months 

Me;ok 

Him;Imwaiting 

Me;forwhat 

Him;andapology 

Me;forwhat 

Him;forstormingoutlikea5yearold,anddon’t

blamemybaby 

Me;askiesbaby

Him;waborayaz

Me;Iloveyoutoo 

Him;areyougoingtobethismoodythroughout

yourpregnancy 



Me;prettymuch 

Him;Godanditsonlybeen4weeks 

Me;stopexaggerating

Him;marababy.Ihonestlyneedyoutotown

downthecrazy 

ME;Siyait’sthesecondtimenowthatyou’ve

calledmecrazy.Sayitonemoretimeandillcut

offyourballs 

Him;babymara 

Me;mxm 

Him;givemeakiss 

Me;comeandgetit

Siyacamecloserandagavemeakiss.Iwas

kindofturnedonnow

Me;lockthedoor 



Him;oh 

Me;yes

SiyalockedthedoorandwedidthingsthatI

cannotmention￼;).AllIcaredaboutwasthat

Siyawasindeedresigning,andthatwewould

gettoliveanormallifewithhimandour

comingbaby
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Siyawentouttogetmemymeds,whileIstayed

athomeandchilled.BoniandHlokeshadgone

outforthedaysoitwasjustmeinthismassive

housedoingnothing.

IwasreallycravingMagnumicecream,soI



decidedtocallSiya.

Him;baby,I'matthegate 

Me:ooh

Him:andnow 

Me:I'mcravingicecream 

Him;there'sicecreaminthedeepfreeze

Me:IwantMagnum 

Him:mhmm

Siyawalkedinwithawholelotofstuff.Ididn’t

careaboutanyofthatthough.AllIwantedwas

myicecreamandnothingelse.

Me;baby 

Him:I'mnotgoingoutagain 

Me:butyourbabywantsmagnum 



Him:haababe.I'mnotinthemoodtogoout 

Me:let'sgotothebeachtogether,thenwecan

geticecream

Him:eishbabyIwaskindofHopingtoget

someworkdone 

Me:workcanwait 

Him:give2hoursandI'mal,yours

Me:noSiya.Iwanttogonow 

Him:nanamaan.Bulletisn'taroundandthere's

somethingIneedtotakecareof 

Me:somethinglike 

Him:youknowIcan'tdiscussworkwithyou 

Me;isitaboutSizwe

Him:RifiloeMaan 

Me:soyoufoundhim 

Him:stopit 

Me:whatareyouhopingtodotohim 



Him:can'tsay 

Me:canIcomewith 

Him:isthatatrickquestion 

Me:no.Ijustwanttospeaktohim.Iwantto

understandwhyhewouldwanttohurtme?I

thoughtwewerefriends 

Him;Itoldyouyoutrusttooeasily.Andthe

answerisno.Idon'twantyouanywherenear

thatass

Me:ok.Solet'sgotothebeachfirst,thenthen

youcangotowork

Him;can'tIjustaskoneofmyguystogotothe

garage 

Me:no.Iwanttogotothebeachwithyou,then

youcangotowork

Siyalookedsoconflictedbutididn'tcare.AllI

wantedwashimandmyicecreamonthe



beach.Isthattoomuchtoaskfor?

Him:fine 

Me:thanks

Itooksomeofthethingshehadcomewithand

tookapairofjeansandat-shirt,andwentback

downstairs.

Siyawasintheloungewithhislaptop.Irolled

myeyesathim.Ifitwereuptohimhewould

work24/7butluckilyforhimhehadacrazy

wifewhowouldn'tlethimdothat. 

Me;I'mdone 

Him:youreallywanttogoout

Me:yes

Him:ok.



Siyatookhiskeysandwewenttothecar.Iwas

gladthatweweren'ttakingsecuritywithus.I

wasoverhavingthemhoverallaroundus.I

missedthedayswhenitwasjustmeandSiya.

Nogangs,noguns,noghost.Butjustmeand

Siya.

WegotinthecarandSiyadroveoff. 

Me:Imissedthis 

Him:what 

Me:peaceofmind 

Him:whatdoyoumean 

Me:thatitsfinallyover.Wecanfinallyjust

concentrateonusandhavinganormallife

Him:normalhuh

Me:yah.Likewecangotothemovieswithout

youhavingtotakeyourgun.Andwecangoon



propervacationswithouttheguards. 

Him:allI'veknownisthislife.IjusthopeI

adjusteasilytothisnormallifeofyours

WhenSiyasaidthat,myheartripped.Iknow

howmuchhisjobmeanstohim,anditmustbe

difficultforhimtogiveitallupformeandthe

baby,andhereIwasactingallhappyabouthim

resigning,wheninfactitwasprobablyeating

himupinside.

Me:baby.I'msorry 

Him:forwhat 

Me:forbeingsoinsensitive.Itmust'vebeen

reallydifficultforyoutoquityourjobforme 

Him;let'snottalkaboutthat 

Me:why 

Him:pleasejustdropit



Me:fine

Idecidedtodropthesubjectsandjustkeep

quiet,sinceheclearlywasn'tinatalkative

mood..

Me:weshouldskiptheeach.Oractuallylet’s

justgobackhome. 

Him:areyoukiddingme?Yousaidyouwantto

go.SoIdropeverything,andnowyoudon’t

wanttogo

Me:Siya,Idon'twanttobewithyouwhen

you’relikethis.I'drathergohome!IfeellikeI'm

forcingyoutospendtimewithme.Ifyou'd

ratherbeatwork.Thengotowork.Nousefor

youtobehereandnotbefullyhere



Siyadidn'tsayanything.Hejustdidau-turnand

wesatinsilencetherestofthewayhome.

Igotoutthecarandwentupstairs.WhileSiya

wenttotheoffice.Iwasn'tmadathim,Iwas

justabithurtthathecouldn'tseethatallI

wantedwassomeofhistime.

Ichangedintoshorts,andjustwatchedTV.

Therewasn'treallymuchmoreIcoulddo.

Ataround4,Iwentdownstairstomakedinner.

BoniandHlokeswerestillout,butImade

enoughforallofanyway.

Iwasinthemoodforseafood,butIwas

advisedtostayawayfromthat,soIsettledon

makingbutterchicken,withbasmatirice,anda

Greeksalad.



WhenIwasdoneIwentupstairstohave

shower.IhadspokentoSiyasincehehadleftin

theafternoonandIwasn'tsureifithewas

cominghomefordinnerorifhewouldbe

cominghomelate.Iknowtheonlywaytofind

outwouldbeformetocallhim,butmypride

wouldn'tletme.InsteadIwentandhadmyself

anicelongandrefreshingshower.

WhenIwasdone,IworemyPJshortswithone

ofhisT-shirtsandcalledmyaunt.Ihadn'ttold

herIwaspregnantandIthoughtitwouldbe

bestifsheknew

He:Manana 

Me:Rakgadi 

Her:howareyoumylove 

Me:I'mok.Justmissyou 



Her:I'llcomevisitsoon

Me:I'dlikethat. 

Her;how'smarriedlifetreatingyou 

Me:mhmmit'sok.Iguess 

Her;justok?Youguysarenewlywedsyou

shouldbehavingthetimeofyourlives 

Me:maybewithtime,butfornowwe'retaking

thingsonedayatatime

Her;that'showmarriageisManana.Somedays

aregreatandsomedaysarehorrible.Youjust

havetoprayaboutitandmoveon

Me:Ihavenewsforyou 

Her:what'swrong 

Me:nothing’swrong.I'mahmm 

Her:Rifiloebuahle 

Me:I'mpregnant 

Her;that'sgreatnewsnana.Youmustbeso



excited 

Me;IguessIam 

Her:youdon'tsoundit 

Me:Iam.Ithinkit'sjusttakingtimetosinkin 

Her:Rifiloe,achildisablessingfromGod.Be

grateful.Somewomanwouldkilltobeinyour

position 

Me:yourrightRakgadi 

Her:sowhenisthewedding?Youshouldget

marriedbeforeyoustarttoshow 

Me:Ihaven'tthoughtaboutawedding.Maybe

oncebabyhasarrived 

Her:Idon’tknowaboutthat.Ineedtospeakto

yourmotherinlawfirst 

Me:ahmm,Rakgadicanyouwaitabit?Ijust

needtoconfirmwithSiyaifhe'stoldHeryet 

Her:Rifiloe,howmaytimehaveItoldyounotto

Cal,yourhusbandbyhisname?Whereisthe



respectMara? 

Me;eishRakgadihle 

Her:don'tRakgadime.Thatmanisolderthan

youandheisyourhusband.Hedeserves

respect

Me:askieshe

Her:youneedtogettheweddinggoing.Ineed

youhomeforawhilesoIcanteachyousome

thingsaboutmarriage.

Me:okRakgadi.I'vegotogo 

Her:don’ttryavoidingme. 

Me;Imnot.IllcallyouonceIknowSiyahastold

hismomaboutthebabt 

Her;youdothat 

Me:okbye 

Her;byemanana



Icutthecallandletoutasigh.Iknowmyaunt

wasright,butIjustdidn'twanttoadmitit.She

sawSiyaasthischarmingmanwhohasno

wrongs,butIknowtherealSiya,andhehasa

lotofsidestohim.

Idecidedtoswallowmyprideandalessmy

hubby.Itwasafter7pm,andImissedhim.

Him:bosslady 

Me:hinails.Howareyou 

Him:I'mgoodandyou 

Me:good.CanIspeaktoSiyaplease?

Him:sorrymam.He'skindofinthemiddleof

something 

Me:oh.Ahmmtellhimtocallmewhenhehasa

moment

Him:willdo 



IfeltabitannoyedthatSiyahadn'tcalledmefor

thewholeafternoonandnowwhenIcallhe’s

busynxa

Ikeptmyselfoccupiedbyreadingupon

pregnancy.IknowIhadsaidIwouldtrynotto

gettooexcitedincaseanythinghappened,but

themoreIread,themoreIgotexcited.Iwas

reallyhopingwewouldhaveagirl.Icouldgo

shoppingwithher,anddoherhairanddecorate

herroomwithallsortsofgirlystuff.

Iendedupfallingasleeponthecouch,withone

ofSiya’slaptopinmylap.IwokeupwhenI

heardsomeonecomingin.Igotupandsaw

Siyacomingin

Him:Ithoughtyouwouldbefastasleepbynow 

Me:Ifellasleeponthecouch 



Him:let'sgotobed

Me:don'tyouwanttoeatfirst?

Him:it'sbeenalongday.I'dliketojustgoto

bed 

Me:ok 

Him:youlookexhausted.Wantmetocarryyou

up?

Me:I'llwalk

Wewentupstairs,andIgotintobedand

immediatelyfellsleep.IwantedtospeaktoSiya

abouthowIwasfeeling,butIdecidedtorather

justseep.Maybewithtimethingswouldget

backtonormal.

WhenIwokeupthenextmorningSiyawasn’tin

bed.Icouldsmellhisshowergel,soIknewhe

hadalreadyshowered.Igotup,madethemade



andopenedthewindows,thenwenttotakea

shower.Iwasn’tfeelingtoonauseous,soI

wantedtocapitalizeonthatandhaveaproper

breakfast.

OnceIwasdressedIwentdownstairs,andI

foundSiya,Hlokes,BoniandsomeguyIdidn’t

knowatthebreakfasttable.

Me;morning 

Them;Morning.

SiyastoodupandintroducedmetoSabelo.

Sabelowasthekindofguywewomanreferto

asdarkchocolatethatyoujustwanttoeatup.

HewasMamMartha’soldestson.He

apparentlyisalsointheforce,butheisbased

inLondon.



Him;sothisisthebosslady 

Siya;theoneandonly 

Him;wellIseewhyyouarewillingtogiveallof

thisupforher. 

Siya;Axe.Behave 

Him;what.I’mjustadmiringtheview

Ok.ItakebackeverythingIsaidaboutSabelo.I

couldjusttellthathewasgoingtoannoythe

daylightsoutofme.Hehadthatwonderingeye.

Likehewasundressingyouwithhiseye.

IletgoofSiya’ahandandwenttomakemyself

acupofrooibos.ForsomereasonIkindoffelt

abitawkward.Likeeveryonewaslookingatme.

Imademytea,andsignalledforBonitocome

upstairswithme.Imissedtalkingtoher.We



hadn’treallyspokenmuchsincewegotoutthe

panicroom.

Shetookmyhandwelefttheguysdownstairs.

Her;ohhankGoodness.Iwasstartingtoget

annoyed

Me;tellmeaboutit 

Her;IfeellikeIhaven’tseenyouinforever 

Me;metoo. 

Her;sotellmewhat’spopping 

Me;nothingmuch.Justbeenlazingherethe

wholetime 

Her;I’mgratefulIgotspendsometimewith

Hlokes 

Me;youtoolookveryhappy 

Her;yah.I’mjustgladhe’salive 



Me;Metoo 

Her;soapparentlyLindaisduethisweek

Me;eish 

Her;IknowI’mbeingselfish,butI’mnotsureim

comfortablewithhimbeingintheroom,butshe

insiststhatheneedstobethere 

Me;whatdoeshewanttodo 

Her;hesaysImustdecide 

Me;damn 

Her;Idon’twanthimtobethere.Butatthe

sametimethisishischild,andIdon’twantto

standinthewayofhishappinesswhenit

comestohisson

Me;son 

Her;yah..it’saboy 

Me;I’msorrymyfriend.IknowhowLindacan

be 

Her;Iwanttoknowwhatyouwoulddo 



Me;idlethimbethereforthebirth.Itonly

seemsfair. 

Her;Iknowyou’reright,butitisn’teasy 

Me;nothinglikethisisnevereasy,butyouhave

tobiggerpersoninallthis,forthebabysake 

Her;mhmmm

Ileanedinandgavemygirlahug.Iknowshe

mustbefeelinglikeshit.

Her;weshouldgetdrunk 

Me;oh 

Her;andthat

Me;Icantexactlydothat 

Her;whythehellnot 

Me;ahhm 

Her;no 



Me;yes 

Her;you’repregnant 

Me;yes 

Her;whydidn’tyousayanything 

Me;well,witheverythingthat’sbeenhappening.

Ididn’texactlyhavetime 

Her;comehere 

Bonigavemeahugandjustsmiled

Her;wellifwecan’tdrink,weshouldatleast

findanotherwaytocelebrate 

Me;let’sdoaspaday 

Her;yes

Me;I’llgobookit 

Her;I’llbeinmyroom.Ineedtoshower.

Bonileft,andIwalkeddownstairstoSiya’s



office.Iwantedtogetalaptopandhisphone

thatIusedyesterdaytocallhimwith.

WhenIapproachedhisoffice,thedoorwasn’t

closed.Icouldhearthemtalking,andIheard

myname.Iknowit’swrongtoeasedrop,butI

wasinterestedinwhatwasbeingsaid

Sabelo;soG.Youhonestlyleavingtheforce

becauseofyourgirl

Him;youmeanbecauseofmywife.Yes 

Sabelo;butGlet’sbehonest.Doyoureallyhave

itinyoutoliveanormallife? 

Him;dude,it’snotlikeIhaveachoice 

Sabelo;whatpossessedyoutogetmarried

mara?YouandIusedtobethebiggestparty

animalsalive.Andnowyougoandsettledown

Him;Iguessit’sthelovebugntwana 



Sabelo;butGhost.It’sjustthetwoofushere.

Areyouhonestlyreadyforthis? 

Him;IthinkIam 

Sabelo;youthink 

Him;dude.Likedon’tgetmewrong.Ilovemy

wifewitheverythinginme,butattimesIjust

feellikerunning.Likelifewassomuchless

complicatedbeforeIbecamecommitted.Iwas

sousedtojustgettingachickforanightand

beingdonewithher.ButnowwithRifiloeits

different.Iactuallyhavetoputinaneffort,and

withmyjob,andNdhlovuCorp,Ijustdon’tseem

tobemakingherhappy

Sableo;whatdoyoumean

Him;dud.Sheisalwaysgoingonabout

everything.Andwe’realwaysdiscussingthings.

Itjustgettoomuchsometime 

Sabelo;somaybeyouneedtoreevaluateyour

lifeandseeifthisiswhatyoutrulywant 



Him;Iloveherman.Likewitheveryboneinme,

andifshewantsanormallife,thenI’mgoingto

giveheranormallife 

Sabelo;evenifthatmeansyou’llbeunhappy 

Him;evenso

IwalkedawayfromSiya’sofficewithahuge

lumpinmythroat.IknowIwasnevermeantto

hearthat,butittotallybrokemyheart.Ihadno

ideaSiyafeltthatway.LikewasIsuchanagger

thathewouldsaythingslikethattothisSabelo

dude.AndwhywashegivinguphisJobinthe

forceformeifhedidn’twantto.It’snotlikeI

madehimdoit.Ireallythoughtweweregoing

tomoveonandbehappy,butnowIwasscared

thathewouldresentmeinthefuture,forbeing

thereasonhelefthisforce.
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Iwentbacktomyroomtotakeamomentto

myself.Iwastryingreallyhardnottobe

emotional,butIwasfailingdismally. 

Isatonthebed,foramomentthengathered

thecouragetogobackdownstairs.Ireallyfelt

likehavingaspaday,andIdidn’twanthimto

ruinit

Iwentbacktohisoffice,andknockedonthe

door.Theybothfellsilent,andSiyatoldmeto

comein

Him;heybabe 

Me;hey.AahmmCanIhaveasec

Him;sure.



SiyaleftSabeloIntheofficeandwewalkedto

thelounge

Him;what’sup 

Me;IneedtoknowhowIcangoaboutgettinga

fewthingsdone

Him;thingslike 

Me;Ineedtobuyanewphone.Thengetanew

laptop,andspendtherestofthedayataspa 

Him;youok?

Me;I’mgreat

SiyalookedatmeandIlookedaway,Ijustknew

ifhelookedproperly,hewouldknowsomething

waswrong 

Him;Rifiloe 

Me;baby 



Him;what’swrong 

Me;NothingSiya.I’msureit’sjustthebaby. 

Him;doyoufeelsick 

Me;no 

Him;areyousure

Me;100% 

Him;ok.IllseewhatIcando 

Me;Siya.Youdon’thavetotakeme.BoniandI

canUberthere. 

Him;youknowIwouldneverletyoudothat 

Me;sowhatnow 

Him;I’llgetsomeonetotakeyou 

Me;CanIratherjustdrivethere 

Him;withwhatcar 

Me;IlltaketheMerc

Him;Ineedthecarsforworktoday 



Me;sowhatdoyousuggest

Him;Isuggestyouhavethespacomehere

instead

Me;baby,Ireallyneedtogetoutofthehouse.I

needsomefreshairplease 

Him;Illgetyouanewcartoday

Me;canwejustholduponallofthat.

Him;whyyou’regoingtoneedanewcar.The

carsinJHB,arebeyondrepairable 

Me;sigh 

Him;Rifiloe

Me;itsfine.ForgetIsaidanything.Illbe

upstairsifyouneedme

Igotup,butSiyaheldmyhand

Him;baby 



Me;yeslove 

Him;Icanseesomethingisbotheringyou.Just

tellmewhatitis 

Me;Baby.AllIwantedwastogetafewthings

inplace.Ineedalaptop,somemoreclothes

andawholelotofthings.IwasjusthopingI

coulddothattodayinsteadofsittinghereand

waitingforyoutocomehome 

Him;makealistofthingsyouneedandIllgetit

done 

Me;don’tworryaboutit

Him;whynot

Me;Siya,Idon’tlikehavingpeopledothingslike

thisforme.Youknowthat.SoifIcan’tgo,then

itsfine.Illjuststayhome

Him;ok

Igotupagain,andwenttoBoni.Itoldheritwas



bestwecancelthetrip.IgotthefeelingI

interruptedsomethingbetweenherandHlokes,

becausesheonlyhadatowelwrappedaround

her.SoIleftherandwenttothekitchen.Ifelt

likebaking,soIdecidedtomakesconesanda

redvelvetcake.AfterbakingIdecidedtoget

lunchgoing.Imadepap,Chickenstew,beetroot,

pumpkinandchakalaka.

SiyacametothekitchenasIwasfinishingup

Him;smellsamazing 

Me;I’mnearlydone.Illdishupforyounow 

Him;whatdidIdotogetahomemademeal

fromyou 

Me;Ijustfeltlikecooking,that’sall 

Him;areweok 

Me;ofcourseweare.Whywouldyouthink



otherwise? 

Him;Youseemabitoff

Me;babyI’mfine.Really. 

Him;ok

Ifinishedoffmakinglunch,andlayitonthe

diningroomtable.Siyawenttocalleveryone 

Wealldishedupanddugin.Theconversation

wasflowing,butIwasn’treallyconcentrating.I

thoughtIwasgoingtobeabletoletgoofwhat

Siyahadsaid,butitwasreallyeatingmeup. 

Ireallydidn’twanthimresentingmeformaking

himleavetheforce,butatthesametimeI

didn’twanthimstayingifthatmeantourchild

wouldbeindanger.Itsoundedlikehereally

missedhisoldlifeandthatmademefeelso

bad.Ireallythoughtitwouldbebesttodiscuss

itwithhim,butatthesametimeIdidn’twantto

nag.



Him;Rifiloe

Ilookedupathim

Him;youaremilesaway 

Me;oh.Sorry.wereyousayingsomething 

Him;wewerealltalkingaboutthewedding

Me;whataboutit 

Him;ifwehaddecidedonadate 

Me;ohahmmnotasyet

Bonilookedatmewithaconcernedlook.Igave

afaintsmileandcarriedoneating. 

Afterlunch,Iwenttothekitchentoloadthe

dishesinthedishwasher,andserveddessert,

thenwenttomyroom.Myfeetwereabitsaw



fromstanding,andIwantedtoputthemup.

Siyacameupwithapieceofredvelvetcakefor

me 

Him;youdidn’tstayfordessert

Me;Ijustwantedtoputmyfeetup 

Him;Iboughtsomecake 

Me;thankyou

Heputthecakeonasidetable,whileIlooked

thedifferentchannels.Siyastoodtherestaring.

Ididn’tlookhisway.Ijustcarriedonlookingat

thechannels

Him;areyougoingtotellmewhatsgoingon 

Me;babyItold 

Him;don’tlietomeagain.Icanseesomething

iswrong.Youweredistantduringlunch



Me;imjusttiredthat’sall 

Him;Rifiloe 

Me;Siya 

Him;youlovetohavemebegne

Me;hawSiya,whatdidIsay 

Him;mxmyoulovedramayaz

Iwashonestlyconfused.Ididn’tsayanything

I’mwrong.IfItalkthenI’mnagging.WhatamI

supposeddo.

Him;I’mtalkingtoyou 

Me;babyI’mfine.Seriously 

Him;imnotdoingthisshitwithyouagain.

Maybeonceyou’vegrownupyoucantellme

whatthehellisgoingon.



Siyawalkedoutandslammedthedoor,andIlet

outasigh.Ireallydidn’tknowwhattodo.SoI

didnothing.Ijustkeptstuffingmyfacewith

junk.Iwasgoingtogetfatanyway,soImight

aswellenjoymyself. 

Bonicametojoinmeandwewentcrazy.We

movedfromourroomtothelounge,becauseit

wasobviouslymoreconvenient,sinceitwas

closertothekitchen.

HlokeshadbetrayedusandleftwithSiyaand

Sabelo,soitwasjustmeandmygirleatingour

lungsout.

Her;Ifeellikeburgers 

Me;doesMcDdeliver 

Her;Ithinkso 

Me;let’scallMrDelivery



WeorderedribsfromSpur,BurgersfromSteers

andPizzafromthePizzahut 

Ourfoodarrivedafteraboutanhourandwedug

in.Iknowfizzydrinksweren’trecommended,

butIwasreallycravingsome.SoIonlyhadone

glass.

Siyaandtheguyswalkedinaswewereeating.

Bonirolledhereyes,andIgiggled.MindyouI

hadaburgerintheonehand,andasliceof

pizzaintheother.Weweresittingonthecarpet

withthefoodlayedinfrontofus.

Siyawalkedinandjustshookhishead.Ismiled

atHim. 

Hlokesburstoutlaughing,whileSablojust

stoodthere.



Siya;soyouguysaretryingtokillyourselves 

IlookedatBoniandsherolledhereyes,andwe

justkeptoneating.

HlokessatnexttoBoniandjuststartedeating.

Siyadidn’ttakehiseyesoffme

Me;mhmm 

Him;SwallowmaanRifiloe 

Igiggledandswallowed.

Him;areyougoingtositthereandjuststareat

me 

Him;areyoutryingtokillmybaby 

Me;Siya,justgoawayandletmegetfat 

SabelosatdownandhadPizza,whileSiyasat

onthecouchandchangedtheTVchannelto

sports.MindyouIwaswatchingTLCnxa



Afterwecouldn’teatanymore,BoniandI

packedeverythingawayandsatinthelounge

withtheguys.IsnugglednexttoSiya,andjust

watchedsoccer,whiletheychatted. 

Aftersometime,Idecidedtogobath,becauseI

couldjustfeelsleepcomingon.

SiyacameupwithmeandshoweredwhileI

bathed.Ikindoffeltlikeweweredrifting.Iwas

sousedtohavingusshowerorbathtogether,

andherehewasintheshowerbyhimself.

Afterbathing,IputmyPJ’sonandgotintobed.

Siyawasdonewaybeforeme,andwasonhis

laptopasalways.

Me;goodnight



Him;sowe’renotgoingtotalkaboutthis

tensionbetweenus

Me;whattension 

Him;sothingsseemnormaltoyou 

Me;Siyaplease 

Him;Rifiloe.Ineedtoknowwhat’sbothering

you 

ME;fine 

Him;I’mwaiting 

Me;IoverheardyouspeakingtoSabeloearlier

today 

Him;whatdidyouhear 

Me;everything 

Him;oh 

Me;canIsleepnow 

Him;Rifiloe,Icanexplain 

ME;there’snoneed.Youwerejustbeing



honest 

Him;baby,it’snotlikehowyouthink 

Me;Siya.I’mnotmad.Ijustdidn’tknowthat’s

howyoufelt,andnowIdo 

Him;don’tbelikethis 

Me;likehow 

Him;youknowIloveyou 

Me;yesIdo. 

Him;soIdon’twantyoutotakethat

conversationoutofcontext 

Me;Siyacanwejustdropthis. 

Him;no,becauseIcanseeitshurtyou 

Me;Ijustdidn’tknowIwassuchaburden,or

thatyoumissedbeingsingle 

Him;Rifiloe,Itsjust 

Me;don’t.Justleaveit 

Him;thisistheproblemRifiloe.Youneverlet



mefinishadamnsentence.I’mtryingtoexplain

butyoujustkeepcuttingmeof

Siya’stonewasstartingtopissmeoff.His

constantlashingoutwasgoingtojustannoy

meevenmore.

Me;Goodnight

Icoveredmyfacewiththeduvetandtriedto

getsomesleep.Ireallyjustwantedtokeepthe

peace,andIknewifwecarriedonwiththis

conversationtherewouldbeworldwar3inthis

house.

Siyagotupandgotdressed.Ihadnoidea

whereheplannedongoing,andIwasn’tgoing

tobothertoask,becauseIwouldbetoldthat

I’managgingwife. 



Itriedfallingasleep,butsleepwasnowhereto

befound.IkeptthinkingaboutSiya,andthat

wasn’thelping. 

IwantedtocallhimandaskwherehewasbutI

justdecidedtolethimbe.Hewouldcome

homewhenhewasready 

Ifellasleepafter3am,andtherewasstillno

Siya.BynowIwaspissedbeyondwords.Iget

hewasmadbutforhimtobeouttilltheearly

hoursofthemorningwasunacceptable.He

wasamarriedmanforGod’ssake,andI’m

certainifitwasmewewouldbehavinga

differentconversation.

IwokeupthefollowingmorningandSiyawas

stillnothome.NoIwaslivid.Hehadjustproved

hewantedtobesingle.Ihavenoideawhyhe

didn’tjustleavemeandgodowhateverthe

fuckhewantstodo.



Itookashower,andwentdownstairstomake

breakfast,whenIsawSiyaandSabelowalking

inmakingahellofanoise. 

Itookadeepbreath,andtoldmyselftokeep

calm.Sabelogreetedmeandwentstraightto

theguestroom,whileSiyalingeredatthe

kitchendoor.

Ididn’tsayanything.IjustcarriedonwithwhatI

wasdoing.

Him;Iknowyou’remadatme

Ididn’tanswer,becauseIwaslivid,butdidn’t

wanttosayit

Him;Rifiloe,ngikhulumanawe 

Me;Siya,itscool.



Him;canwetalk 

Me;wearetalking 

Him;Rifiloe.

Yho,Ijustlostit.Likemyfusejustblew.Was

thismanfuckingseriousmara. 

IhadaplateinmyhandandIjustthrewitat

him.Heduckedandithitthewall

Him;Thefuckyoudoing

Igrabbedanotheroneandithithishandashe

ducked

Him;Rifiloe 

Me;youfuckingbarstard.Howcanyoutalkto

thatidiotaboutuslikethat?Imyourwifefor



Godssake 

Igrabbedanotherplateandithitthewall

Me;youforgetsoeasilyhowmuchwe’velost

becauseofyourJob.IlostmychildrenSiya.All

becauseofyourfuckingJob.Ilostmyparents

Siyaok.Ilostashitload,andnowyoutellthat

idiotthatyou’reonlyquittingbecauseofme. 

Him;Rifiloe.I 

Me;NoSiya.Ibeggedyouamilliontimestolet

mego.IbeggedbecauseIknewIdidn’thave

thewilltodoit,butyoukeptcomingback.Iwas

nearlykilledtwiceandmamMarthalosther

life. 

Him;Rifiloe 

Me;fuckyouSiya.OkFuckYou 

Ipickedupaglassandjuststartedhittingthem

onthefloor.Iwassopissed,Icouldn’tcontrol

myself.



Siyagrabbedtheplate,andputitdown

Him;willyoustopbeforeyouhurtyourself 

Me;getyourhandsoffme 

Him;Rifiloe,willyouactyourageforonce 

Me;Gotohell

Heletgoandlookedatme 

Him;whatdoyouwantmetodo 

Me;nothing.Iwantyoutostayintheforceand

liveyoursinglelife,andleavemeandmybaby

thehellalone 

Him;youdon’tmeanthat 

Me;JustGoSiya.Godoyouandjuststop

pretendingtobereadytobethesocalledfamily

manbecauseit’sobviousthatyouaren’t 



Him;FortheloveofGodRifiloe,stopbeingso

dramatic.Ilefttheforce,whatmoredoyou

wantfromme 

Me;Iwantyoutomanupandstopwhining

aboutit.IhadalifebeforeyouthatIgaveup.I

haven’tseenmyfriendsinover6monthsSiya.I

leftmyjob,butyoudon’thearmewhiningabout

it.Suckit 

Him;ItshardRifiloe.ThisissomethingIbuilt,

andstillI’mwalkingaway. 

Me;maybeifyouhadbeenhonestaboutwho

youwerefromthebeginning,wewouldn’thave

hadtoenduphere

Hisphonerang,andIlookedathim 

Me;don’teventhinkaboutit 

Him;Rifiloe.Itswork 

Me;itsalwayswork 



Him;whatdoyouwantfrommeRifiloe.Ye.

Justtellme 

Me;rightnowIwantabsolutelynothingfrom

you,becauseIwouldn’twanttohaveyoutell

yourfriendsthatIwasnagging

Siya,justansweredthephoneandwalked

away. 

Ijustdidn’tgethowhethoughthecoulddoas

hepleasesandexpectsmetobeokwithit.We

wereexpectingababyandallIwantedwasto

givemychildanormallifewithouthavingto

worryaboutbeingkilled.

Iturnedaroundandletoutasigh,and

immediatelystartedfeelingabitoff.Ifelt

nauseous,likeIwasabouttofaint.Iheldonto

thesinkfordearlifeandtriedbreathing.



Boniwalkedinandstoodnexttome

Her;Rifiloe.What’swrong?

Ididn’thavetheenergytoanswer,insteadIheld

ontighter.

BoniscreamedforHlokes,andhecamejustin

timeasIwasabouttoblankout.

ME;stopfussing.Imfine 

Him;younearlyfaintedRifiloe 

Me;Imfine.Ijustneededamoment 

Him;ifyoutwocarryonlikethissyouaregoing

tolosethisbaby 

Me;Hlokes,juststopwiththelecture.



Bonigavemeabottleofwater,andIgulpedit

down.

Him;weneedtogetyoutothehospitaltomake

surethebaby’sok 

Me;I’msureit’snothing 

Him;Rifiloe. 

Me;Fine,justgivemeasec

HegaveBonihiskeys

Him;babe,willyoubringthecararound

Bonitookthekeysandrushedout

Him;givemeasec,imgoingtofetchghost 

Me;no.Pleasedon’t



Hlokesshookhisheadandwentupstairs.Siya

camerushingdown.Hehadwassopale.

Him;baby 

Me;I’mfine

Theybothhelpedmeupandwewenttothecar.

whenIgottothehospital,thedoctorsputme

onadrip,andransometests.

HlokesandBonileft,sotheycouldgiveme

somespace.SiyaandIsatinsilencesometime.

Ididn’treallywanttosayanythingtohim.Iwas

justsotiredoffightingandjustneededtotake

careofmyselfandmybaby.



Thedoctorcameinwiththeresults.

Him;MrsNdhlovu 

Me;sorryDoc 

Him;Sorrywetooksolong. 

Me;noworried 

Him;Ok.SoIseeherethatyourhighblood

pressureisthroughtheroof.Whichisn’thealthy

forthebaby.Thiscanbecausedbyanumber

ofthings,butinyourcasebecauseofyourageI

wouldassociateitwithstress.

Siyalookedatmeembarrassed

Him;Imgoingtoputyouonbedrestforthe

nextmonth.Ineedyoutostaycalm.No

stressingatallok 

Me;yesdoc 



Him;Illneedyoutocomeineveryweek,sowe

cankeepmakingsurethatthebabyisok 

Me;willdo

Him;fornow,justtakeiteasy

ThedoctorleftandIwasdischarged. 

SiyaandIsatinsilenceonthewayhome.Ihad

somuchIwantedtosay,butIdidn’thavethe

energy.AllIknewwasthattheonlywayforme

tokeepthisbaby,wasformetoletSiyado

whateverhewanted.Myonlyprioritywasmy

baby.IwasdonewantingSiyatochange.Ifhe

changeditwouldbeinhisowntime.
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WhenwearrivedhomeIimmediatelywentto



bed.

Siyakepthoveringandtobehonesthewas

annoyingme.Ineededtorestandhewasn't

makingthateasy.

Me:Siyawillyoustophovering 

Him;Ijustwanttomakesureyou'reok 

Me:I'mfine 

Him;babyI'msosorry. 

Me:Siya,I'mnotmadatyou.Ijustwanttosleep

Him:Iwashopingwecouldtalk 

Me:wecandothatlater 

Him:baby,IleaveforKZNtonight

IsatupandlookedatSiya.



Me:I'mlistening 

Him:baby,I'mreallysorry.Ididn'tmeanforany

ofthistohappen

Me;ok 

Him;youdon'tsoundlikeyouforgiveme 

Me;Ido 

Him:babyMaan 

Me:Siyastopwiththenagging.Isaidit'sfine

mos 

Him:sowe'reok 

Me:yes 

Him:yousure

Me:positive 

Him:canIgetakiss

Me:comecloser

Siyaleanedinandgavemeakiss



Him:Iloveyou 

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Him:howyoufeeling 

Me:tired 

Him:I'llletyourest 

Me:thanks

Siyaclosedallthecurtainsandidriftedoffto

sleep.ImayhaveforgivenSiya,butisureas

hellwasn'tgoingtoletanythinghappentomy

baby.

BythetimeIwokeupitwasalreadydark

outside.Istillfeltabitnauseous,butmuch

morecalm.



Igotupandwenttobrushmyteeth,thenputon

mygown,andwentdownstairs.

Ifoundeveryonehavingdinner.Igreetedthem,

andwenttothekitchentomakemyselfafruit

smoothie.Ididn'tfeellikeeatinganythingtoo

heavy,andineededtotakemypills.

WhenIwasdonemakingmysmoothie,Isat

nexttoSiyaenjoyedmysmoothie.

Whenweweredoneeating,Bonididthedishes,

whileIwentupstairstohelpSiyawithpacking.

Him:I'llbebacktomorrowafterthefuneral

Me:ok 

Him:areyousureyoudon'twantmetostay

withyou 



Me:don'tbesilly,it'sjustonenight.AndifI

can'tbetheretosaygoodbyetoMamMartha,

thenyoushouldatleastbethere 

Him:ok.ButI'mnotexactlycomfortablewithit 

Me:Siya.I'llbefine 

Him:callmeifyouneedanything 

Me:I'llbefine.PlusBoniswaisheremos 

Him:ok

IpackedeverythingSiyawouldneed,andeven

walkedhimout.

Him;there'smoneyinthesafe,shouldyouneed

some 

Me:thanks 

Him:theguardsareonduty24/7.Sothere'sno

needtoworryaboutyoursafety



Me;baby,justgotu.Theguysarewaitingfor

youinthecar

Socamecloser

Him:yousurewe'reok 

Me:we'resolid 

Him:I'llseeyoutomorrowevening 

Me;cool

IleanedinandgaveSiyaakiss,andwatched

himgetinthecaranddriveoff.

Themomentisawhimleave,Iranupstairsto

Bonisroom.Iknockedonherdoor

Her:comein



Iwalkedinandsatonherbed

Me:Ineedafavour 

Her:anything 

Me:Ineedtogoawayforawhile 

Her;doesyourmanknowaboutthis 

Me:notexactly 

Her:soyouwanttoleavehim 

Me:justtillIfinishmyfirsttrimester 

Her:I'mnotsureaboutthis 

Me:pleaseBoni.IfIstayhere,iwontmakeit

pastmyfirsttrimester.Ican'tlosethisbaby

Boni. 

Her:sowheredoyouwanttogo 

Me:anywhereaslongasSiyadoesn'tfindme 

Her:Rifiloeheisgoingtokillus 



Me:hewon't.I'llcallhimandlethimknowthat

I'msafe,andthatIjustneededsometimeaway

fromhim

Her:Lordhelpus 

Me:don'tworryaboutSiya.Hlokeswillprotect

you 

Her:Ican'tbelieveI'mgoingtosayyestothis

crazyideaofyours

IjumpedintoBonisarmsandshehuggedme

Me:whatwouldIdowithoutyou 

Her:luckilyyou'llneverfindout 

Me:(chuckels) 

Her:weneedtofindaplaceforyoutogofirst 

Me:IthinkIshouldgotoasomewherinS.A.

Her:howaboutQwaQwa



Me;hewouldfindmetooeasily 

Her:whataboutPE

Me:PEisperfect. 

Her:let'scheckifwecanfindaflightforyou 

Me:no.Weneedtofindabus.Siyawillbeable

totrackaflighttooeasily 

Her:ok,weneedtogettothestationwithinan

hour 

Me;perfect.

Iranupstairstogetsomemoneyoutthesafe.I

tookquitealotbecauseIdidn'tplanonbeing

hereforatleast2months.Iputitinmy

backpack,andchangedintojeansandat-shirt.

Ididn'ttakeanyclothes,becauseiplannedon

buyingclothesinPE.

WhenIgotdownstairsBonihadalready



changed.Theonlyproblemnowwashowdowe

getpasttheguards

Her:getintoHlokescarviatheback.I'llletthe

guardsknowIneedtogobuysomelady

products 

Me:Sharp

Ididastold,andwaitedforBoni.Iwasso

happywhenIsawhergetinthecaranddrive

off.

Her:staydown.Thelastthingweneedisfor

themtospotyou

IstayedDowntillIknewwewereclear.

Her:Rifiloe,youknowI'vealwaysgotyourback.



Butareyousureaboutthis 

Me;yep 

Her:ok...we'rehere.

Boniwalkedmetotheteller,andiboughta

tickettoPE,andwenttowaitformybus.

BonisatwithmewhileIwaited.Ifeltlikesucha

criminalforleavinglikethis,butitwasformy

baby'ssake,soIhadnootherchoice.

Anhourlatermybuswascalled.

IgaveaBoniahug,andtoldherIwouldbein

touch

Her:Ifiguredyoumightneedthis



Shegavemeacellphone

Me;Boni,thisisabrandnewS7Ican'ttakeit 

Her:youcanbuymeanewonewhenyouget

back 

Me;whendidyougetthis

Her:Hlokesboughtitformeyesterday.Ijust

didnthaveachancetouseitasyet 

Me;thankyou

IgaveBoniahugandwenttoboardmybus.

IknowSiyawasgoingtogoapeshitonBoni,

butireallyneededtoconserntrateonmybaby.

Thewayweweregoing,Iwasgoingtolosemy

babybecuaseofallthearguingandconstant

heartache.Allthatwasimportantnowwasme.



Siyawouldjusthavetodeal,andleavemebe.
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Mybustookoff,andIfeltasuddenrelief.I

knowSiyawasgoingtobemad,butIthinkthis

isthebestdecisionconsideringourcrazy

situation.Atleastwithmebeinggone,Siyacan

decideifhereallywantstoleavetheforce,and

ifhedecidedhewantstostaythenIwouldalso

havetodecidewhatIwantformeandmybaby.

TheridetoPEwasn’tthemostcomfortableone,

butIsleptthroughmostofitanyway. 

Ibookedmyselfasuitatbeachhotelusingthe

phonethatBonigaveme.Iwantedtophone



Siya,butIdecidedtocallhimafterthefuneral.I

didn’twanthimdragginghisteamawayfrom

MamMartha’sfuneral,justbecauseofme. 

WhenIfinallyarrivedinPEitwas6:00am.My

wholebodywassosawfromsittinguprightthe

wholenight,butIknewIwouldgettorestonce

Igottomyroom. 

Itookacabfromthebusstationto

Summerstrand.There’snothingmore

refreshingthanthebeach.ThemomentI

checkedin,Iputmybagaway,andwentfora

walkonthebeach.MydecisiontocometoPE

might’vebeenahastyone,butitwasdefinitely

therightoneformeandmygrowingbambino.

Aftersometimeonthebeach,Iwentbacktomy

suitandcalledBoni

Her;Hello 



Me;Hey…Itsme 

Her;ohThankGod.Iwasstartingtoworry 

Me;sorrygal,Iwenttothebeach 

Her;soyoufoundanicehotel 

Me;yes.Itsperfect 

Her;haveyoutoldyourhubbyyet?

Me;no.IwasthinkingmaybeIshouldspeakto

yourmanfirst,togivehimaheadsup 

Her;goodidea 

Me;cool.Ijustwantedtorunitpastyoufirst 

Her;Rifiloe,justtakecareofyourself.Stop

worryingabouteveryoneelse.Theonly

importantpersonrightnowisthatprecioussoul

you’recarrying 

ME;thankYouBoni.

Her;Iobveyougirl 

Me;loveyoutoo 



Her;goodluck 

Me;thanks

AfterspeakingtoBoni,IdecidedtocallHlokes.

Thefuneralwasprobablyoutbynow,andI

thinkheneededtoknowbeforeItellSiya. 

Him;hello

Me;Hlokes 

Me;heyyou.Howyoufeeling 

Me;I’mgood.You 

Him;we’regood.We’reabouttoleaveKZN

Me;oh…

Him;what’sup 

Me;Promisemeyouwon’tkillBoni 

Him;whathaveyoutwodonenow 

ME;well,it’smoremethanher 

Him;ok…I’mlistening 



Me;Well…AhmmafteryouguysleftforKZN,I

leftCT 

Him;whatdoyoumean

ME;Hlokes,IneededsometimeawayfromSiya.

ThisismyfirsttrimesterandIfeellikeifI

stayedinCTIwould’vedefinitelylostthisbaby 

Him;shitRifiloe.Ghostisgoingtogomad 

Me;hewon’tbecauseyouwillmakehim

understand 

Him;pleasetellmeBoniwasn’tinvolvedinall

this 

Me;shewasn’t 

Him;you’relying.ThishasBoniwrittenallover

it 

Me;Stopit.ShewasagainstitbutIleftherno

choice 

Him;fuck 

Me;I’vegottogo.IneedtophoneSiya 



Him;Goodluck 

Me;thanks.I’mgoingtoneedit

Itookadeepbrathandcalledmysoontobeon

firehubby. 

Him;Hello 

Him;babyyou’reup 

Me;yah

Him;IcalledearlierbutBonisaidyouwere

asleep 

Me;mhmm 

Him;howdidyousleep

Me;finethanks 

Him;Howyoufeeling 

Me;muchbetter 

Him;I’mglad.Imissyoulikecrazy 

Me;howwasthefuneral 



Him;itsad.Buteverythingwentaccordingto

plan 

Me;that’sgood 

Me;Baby.Ineedtotellyousomething 

Him;what’swrong 

Me;letmestartbysaying,Iloveyou.

Him;nanawhat’sgoingon 

Me;baby,I’mnotinCT 

Him;I’mlost 

ME;Ileftlastnight 

Him;whereareyou 

Me;Ican’tsay 

Him;whatdoyoumeanRifiloe 

Me;Baby,Ijustneedsometimeaway.Justtill

myfirsttrimesterisover.ThenI’llbeonthefirst

flightback 

Him;youmustbejokingright.Rifiloepleasetell



methisisajoke 

ME;babyit’snot,pleasetrytounderstand 

Him;understandwhat?Thatyouarefucking

selfish?Thatyoudothingsandnotthinkofthe

fuckingcircumstances.Thatyouarefucking

childish?Ye 

Me;I’vegottogo 

Him;Youbetterdoyourselfafavourandcome

backfromwhereveryouare,becauseifIfind

youfirst,therewillbehelltopay 

IheardSiyasmashsomethinginthe

background,andIimmediatelyputthephone

down.Itookoutthesimcardandflushedit.I

knewSiyawasgoingtotrytotrackmeandthis

timeIreallydidn’twanthimtofindme.

AftertalkingtoSiya,Iorderedbreakfastand

wenttotakeabath.Iknowthedoctorhadput

meonbedrest,butIneededtogoandgetsome



clothes. 

Ihadmybreakfast,thentookashower,then

calledacabsoIcouldgoshopping. 

Ididquiteabitofshopping.Iboughteverything

thatIwouldneedforthenexttwoMonths. 

IevenmadeabookingwithaGynebasedatthe

shoppingmall.Ineededtomakesuremybaby

wasgrowing.Ialsoboughtabout10different

simcards,soIcouldkeepcallingSiya.

Hopefullythatwouldhelphimcalmdownabit.

*******************SIYA*************************

*************

ItriedcallingRifiloebackamilliontimesbuther

phonewentstraighttovoicemail. 

Ihonestlydon’tunderstandwhatshewas

playingat.Howcouldshejustupandleaveand

nottellmeaboutit.Thisshitwasbeyond



crazy. 

IlookedatBullet,andIjustknewthatheknew

aboutthismadness.

Me;fuckingHellbullet.Howcouldyoulether

gothroughwiththis? 

Him;dude,Iliterallyjustfoundout 

Me;WhereBoni 

Him;atHome 

Me;makehertellyouwhereRifiloeis

Him;webothknowsheisn’tgoingtotalk 

Me;fine,thenilltalktoherbecauseclearlyshe

hasyoubytheballs 

Him;Ghost,I’mwarningyou.Stayawayfrom

mygirl 

Me;sheknowswhereRifiloeIs.Howdoyou

expectmetojustsitandnotdoanything? 



Him;Ghost,Rifiloeobviouslyneededtimeaway

fromeverything.Maybegiveherthespaceshe

requires 

Me;fuckthat.Sheismywife.Shecannotjust

upandleavewhenshefeelslikeit 

Him;G

Me;GetNailsontheline.IwantRifiloefound

beforetheendoftoday.Areweclear? 

Him;you’retheboss

Wegotinthecaranddrovetotheairport.Iwas

sodamnangryatRifiloeforthis.IgetImessed

up,butwasitreallynecessaryforhertoleave

meandnotbothertodiscussit.Insteadshe

pretendedwewereok,butdeepdownshewas

busyhatchingaplan.Howdoessheexpectme

tobeokwiththis?
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Ispenttherestofmydayindoors.Islept

throughmostofitandwokeupintimefor

dinner

Iorderedsteakandchipsandjustenjoyedthe

peace.IknowwhereverSiyawashewas

probablygoingmad.IkindoffeltbadbecauseI

reallylovedhim.Hewasn’tperfectandwell

neitherwasI,butIreallyhatedhurtinghim.I

justwishwecouldgetalong.Ifeellikewe’ve

beenfightingsincetheverybeginning,andthat

isjustdrainingattimes. 

Afterdinner,Irelaxedabit.Idintreallyhave

muchtodo,soIjustdidsomeresearchonwhat

PEhadtooffer,Ineededtofindwaystokeep

busy. 

Aftermyresearch,IcalledBoni.Iwantedto



makesureshewasok

Her;Hello

Me;heygirl 

Her;ivebeentryingtocallyouamilliontimes 

ME;whatswrong 

Her;wellyouranawayfromyourhusbandfor

one.Heislikeanunleashedlion

ME;hashesaidanythingtoyou 

Her;no.Hlokestoldmetojuststayouthisway 

Me;imreallysorryforinvolvingyouinallofthis

Her;don’tbesilly.Thisiswhatfriendsarefor 

Me;Ireallyappreciateeverythingyou’redoing

forme 

Her;wellyoucanthankmebytellingmewhich

hotelyourstayingat 

Me;I’matthesummerfortbeachfronthotel 



Her;good.Imonmyway 

Me;what 

Her;illexplainwhenIarrive

Me;ishlokescoming 

Her;hellno.Idon’treallylikehimrightnow

Me;waitBoni. 

Her;imalreadyonthewaytotheairport 

Me;ok…ahmmwhattimedoyouland 

Her;10:00pm 

Me;I’llmeetyouattheairport 

Her;don’tbesilly.Youareonbedrest 

ME;BoniI’mreallysorry.Ishouldn’thave

involvedyouinthis 

Her;itsnotaboutyouRifiloe 

Me;whatisitthen 

Her;HlokesisgonetoLinda.She’sinlabour 



Me;oh…damn…askiesmyfriend 

Her;I’llseeyouinafewhours 

Me;ok 

Her;sharp 

Me;Iloveyoune 

Her;loveyoutoomychina

I’llbehonestandsayIwaslookingforwardto

havingBonihere.2monthsisalongtime,and

formetobeallalone.Soatleastwithmygirl

herewecouldbothjusttakethemuchneed

timeandenjoybeingawayfromourcrazy

situations

IstayedupwaitingforBonitoarrive.Ireally

missedSiya,butIknewifIcalledIwouldonly

have40secondsbeforehecouldtracemy

phone,andIjustdidn’tknowifIwaswillingto



taketherisk.Butatthesametimetheneedfor

metohearhisvoicewasoverpowering,soI

gaveinanddialledhim

Him;what

Me;babyit’sme 

Him;ohGodRifiloe,whereareyou 

Me;IjustneededtohearyourvoicebeforeI

wenttosleep 

Him;baby,pleasecomehome.PleaseI’m

beggingyou 

ME;Siya,I’mnotdoingthistopunishyou.Ijust

needyoutounderstand 

Him;Rifiloe,Iswear,ifanythinghappenstomy

baby,I’mgoingto

Me;I’vegottogo.My30secondsareup 

Him;But 

Me;Iloveyou.Goodnight



Ididn’twaitforhimtorespond.IgotwhatI

needed,andnowiwasgoingtojustwatchTV

andwaitformygirltoarrive

Ataround11:30pm,myhotelroomphonerang.

IknewBonihadarrived,soIjustwalkeddown

andwenttofetchher. 

ThemomentIsawBoni,Iknewshehadbeen

crying.

ShespottedmeandIopenedmyarmstogive

herahug. 

Me;thatbadhuh 

Her;itshorribleRifiloe(sniff) 

ME;comelet’sgotomyroom

IHeldBoni’shandandwewalkedtomysuit



Her;Niceplace 

Me;thanks.Notbadlypriced 

Her;(sigh) 

Me;comesitandtellmewhat’sgotyourunning

toPE

Wesatonthecouch,andBonijuststarted

crying

Her;(sniff)Ijust(Sniff)didn’tthinkitwouldbe

thishardRifiloe.LikeMymanishavingababy

withsomeoneelse.Howdoyoudealwiththat? 

Me;Boni,Hedoesn’tloveher.Helovesyou 

Her;ButRifiloe.Youshouldseehowexcitedhe

is.He’sbuyingahouseinCT,he’slookingfor

nurseryfurnitureandinallofthismadness

thereisnotalkofusorawayofusmoving



forward. 

Me;I’msurehe’sjustexcited.Givehimtime.He

willcomearound 

Her;I’mjustscaredhewillfallinlovewithLinda,

andwanttobewithhisfamily 

Me;Boni,youareHloke’sfamily

Her;Idon’tknowRifiloe.Ijustdon’tknow

IheldBoniasshecried.Iknowshewasjust

feelingabitinsecure,Lindahadatendencyof

makingmefeelthatwayattimes.

Her;Imsoselfish.HereIamgoingonaboutme.

Howareyoudoing? 

ME;Imfine.Justworriedaboutyou 

Her;yourhusbandlookslikehe’sagedamillion

years 

Me;he’llbestrong 



Her;soyoureallyplanonstayingherefor2

months 

Me;hellyes 

Her;Iactuallyfeelforhim 

Me;haanaBoni.Siyajustgetstoomuchat

times 

Her;Iknow,butbythetimeyougethomehe

mightbe10timesangrier 

Me;Illseehowitgoes 

Her;ok.

BoniandIwenttobed,andjustputtheday

behindus.Hopefullytomorrowwouldbring

morehappinessforthebothofus

BonispentaweekwithmeinPE.Webasically

stayedinandjustenjoyedourselvesandjust

relaxed.ButbyFridayshewasmissingherman,



soshelefttogomakethingswork.WhichI

foundreallycute. 

Shetriedconvincingmetogoback,butIwasn’t

ready.Ihadadoctor’sappointmentonSaturday

andIwantedtomakesureIwasthere. 

OnSaturdaymorningIgotupandfreshenedup

formyappointmentat9:00am

Iwashonestlyfeelingsomuchbetter.Ihad

gottenmyhairdone,mynailsweredoneIwas

startingtofeelmorelikemyself. 

WhenIarrivedatthedoctor’soffice,wedida

saunaandshecheckeduponmyblood

pressure,andtomysurpriseitwasn’ttoobad.

Allinallmeandthebabywerewell,andthe

doctorwashappywithmyprogress

OnceIgotbacktomyhotel,Ilookedatthe

ultrasoundsthatthedoctorgaveme.Mylittle

nunuwasgrowing,andthatmademesohappy.



Iknewitwasselfishformetobehappywhile

Siyawasprobablystressing.

Idecidedtosendhimasmsoftheultrasound.I

hadn’tspokentohimsincethenightBoni

arrived 

Iputinoneofmysimcardsandsenthimthe

ultrasound. 

Iwasabouttoswitchoffmyphone,whenSiya

called.

Icontemplatedweathertoanswerornotto

answer.Butintheendanswered

Me;Ndhlovu 

Him;(sigh) 

Me;howareyou 

Him;Imissyou



Me;Imissyoutoo 

Him;areyouandthebabyok 

Me;we’regood 

Him;sodoyouplanoncominghomeanytime

soon 

Me;Illspeaktoyousoon. 

Him;pleaserifiloe.Don’tdothis 

Me;Babymaan

Him;Ihaven’tspokentoyouinaweek. 

Me;IknowSiya.ButIjustneedmoretime 

Him;howmuch 

Me;byeSiya

Icutthecall,andletoutasigh.Siya’svoice

brokemyheart.Icouldhearhewasdistressed,

butIdidn’twanttoworryabouthim.Butatthe

sametimeIfeltlikeIwasdesertinghimasa



wife.

IstayedinPEforexactly2months.Iwasoff

bedrest,butwastoldtomakesurethatItake

thingseasy.Ididn’ttellSiyathatIwascoming

home,becauseIknewtherewouldarguing,and

afterbeingsorelaxedfor2months,thelast

thingIneededwastoarguewithSiya,

especiallysinceImissedhimsomuch

IarrivedattheairportandUberedtothehouse.

I’llbehonestandsayIwasreallynervous.Itfelt

likeIhadbeenawayforGodknowshowlong,

andIjustwashopingSiyaandIwouldbein

sync,andjustmoveonandbehappy

Igothomeandwentstraighttomybedroom.I

instantlyregrettedcomingback,becausethe

sightbeforemetorerippedmyheartinto



pieces

Therewassomegirlinmyroom,andshewas

justmakingmybed.Iheardtheshowergoing,

soIknewSiyawasinthere,andthelookonthis

girlsfacetoldmeshewasn’tquiteexpecting

me.
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IknowIwaswrongforleavingSiyaforsolong.

Ireallydo,butforhimtobringsomerandom

chickinfoourbedwasbelowthebelt.

Likewhycouldn'thejustletmefindmyselfand

givemethetimeIaskedhimtogiveme?Why

didwehavetoenduphereagain?



Myeyesimmediatelystartedtowater,myheart

wasracingandIjustdidn'tknowwhattodo

Her:ohhi...ah,youmustbeMrsNdhlovu 

Me:(clearsthroat)yes...andyouare 

Her:I'mSibongile,yournewmaid 

Me;Isee 

Her:Iwasjustfinishingupcleaningthethis

floor.I'llmovetotheseconddfloornext 

Me:oh..aahamok

Her:nowthatyourhere.Pleasecanyoushow

mehowtosettheshoweroff?Ihaditonself-

cleaningmode,butitwon'tstop 

Me:come,I'llshowyou

Iletoutasighofreliefandlookedatthispoor



girlinfrontofme.IswearaminuteagoIwas

readytojumpher,andnowIfelttotally

embarrassed.

Ishowedherhowtoswitchtheshowerbackto

normal,thenwenttotheclosettounpack.

SibongilelefttogoandFinishofftherestofthe

house.

Siyawalkedinlookinglikeafitnessmodelfrom

somefitnessmagazine.Hewassweatingfrom

hisrun,andhehadgrownabitofabeard.

Hestilledthemomenthelaideyesonme.I

didn'tmove.Iwantedtojustjumponhim,and

eathisfaceoff,butIwasn'treallysurewhat

kindofmoodhewasin



Him:theprodigalsonreturns

Ididn'tmove.Ijustkeptmyeyesgluedtohim.I

wantedtotakeinthiscrazy,sexymanthatIcall

myhusband

Him:Rifiloe,Ifeellikeyouareundressingme

withyoureyes

me:youaremyhusbandaren'tyou 

Him:husband?It'sfunnyhowyouforgotabout

thatfor2wholemonths 

Me:baby,comeon.Ineveronceforgotabout

you.Ijustneededtotakesometimetomyself.

Isthatreallysuchabadthing 

Him:I'mgoingtotakeashower,beforeIsay

somethingwe'llbothregret



Siyaleftmethereandwenttotakeashower.I

knowhewasmadatme.Igetit,butIreallyjust

neededthistimealone.Ithelpedmeputthings

intoperspectiveandnowIknow100%thatI

wantnothingmorethantobewithSiya.I

wantedmychildtogrowupwithbothparents,

andIwantedustomakeourmarriagework.We

hadreallygrownapartthisyear,andnowitwas

timewegrewtogether.

Itookoffmyclothesandwenttojoinhiminthe

shower. 

Iputmyarmsaroundhiswaistfrombehind.I

justneededtofeelnexttohim.

Siyastilledabit,andthenletoutasigh.Iknow

hewasmad,butherehehadnochoicebutto

faceme.Soeventuallyheturnedaroundand

facedme.Hegavemeakissonmyforehead

andjustheldmeinhisarms



Him:youreallyknowhowtodrivemecrazy

don'tyou 

Me;Imissedyousomuch 

Him:Rifiloe,youcan'tdothistomeagain.

Please.IknowI'malottotakeattimes.AndI

knowIhavehurtyou,butIcan'thaveyou

runningoffeverytimethingsgetdifficult. 

Me:Iwon't.Ipromise 

Him:sodidyouenjoyPE

IlookedupatSiya,andhehadahugegrinon

hisface

Me:soyouknewIwasonPE

Him:yes

Me:forhowlong 

Him:sincethedayyousentmescansofour

baby



Me:andyoudidn'tcomeanddragmehome 

Him:Icouldseethatyouneededtobeaway.

Anddespitemymissingyou.Ihadtogiveyou

space 

Me:thankyou 

Him:Ihadguyswatchingyouthough

Me:whyamInotsurprised 

Him:Ihadtomakesurenoneoftheguysfrom

PEhadtheireyesonyou 

Me;youarehonestlycrazy 

Him:you'remywife.I'llbedammedifIlostyou

tosomePEdude 

Me;youwon'teverlosemetoanyone. 

Him:Iwasstartingtothinkyoudidn'twantto

comeback 

Me:butbabyItoldyouIwouldbeback 

Him:Iknowyousaidthat,butIjustfeltwith

everythingthathappened,weweredrifting



apart 

Me:Siya,youandIareone.Itdoesn'tmatter

whathappens,thatwillneverchange 

Him:youhavenoideahowgooditfeelstohear

yousaythat

Siyatookmeinhisarmsandgavemeaslow,

sultrykiss.

Myinsidesknottedintoamillionknots,asI

tastedhisintensedesire.Ineverseemtoget

enoughofSiya.Nomatterwhatweseemtogo

through,therewasstillnoothermanforme.

Siyapulledawayandstaredintomyeyes

Him:thankyouforcomingback 

Me:Iwouldn'twanttobeanywhereelse



Him:sowe'regoingtomakethiswork 

Me:yes.Iwouldn'thaveitanyotherway 

Him:I’mgladtohearthat,butweneedtosit

andgothrougheverything. 

Me;Ok.

Wegotouttheshower,andwettogetdressed.

Him;wouldyoulikesomebreakfast 

ME;nothankyou.Ihadsomethingatthe

airport 

Him;whydidn’tyoucallme?Icould’vefetched

you 

Me;Ithoughtyouwouldstillbeinbed,sincemy

flightwassoearly 

Him;Ihaven’tsleptproperlysinceyouwere

gone.



Wesatonthebedfacingeachother

Me;I’msorryforleavingwithoutdiscussingit

withyou

Him;canIjustaskwhyyouactuallyleft 

Me;Siya.Ijustthinkthateverythinggottoo

muchtotake.Wewentfromonethingto

anotherinseconds.Itwasthepanicroom.

Sizwe,MamMartha.YouandSabelo,andthen

nearlypassingoutbecauseofallthearguing.I

justneededtotakeastepback.Ineededto

breathe,becauseIknewifwecarriedonthe

roadwewereheading,wewould’velostour

baby,andIjustwasn’twillingtodothat 

Him;sowhydidn’tyousayanything 

Me;becauseIknowyouwould’vemadesureI

stayed,andwewould’vejustfoughtsome

more 



Him;soyouthoughtgoingawaywouldmake

thingsright 

Me;Ijustthoughtthatthetimeapartwouldhelp

usdecidewhatwewantedtodo 

Him;We 

Me;Siya,Iknowdeepdownyoudidn’twantto

leavetheforce,andIfeltlikeIwasthereason

foryouleaving,andthatdidn’tsitwellwithme.I

wantedyoutomakethechoiceandbecontent.

NotlikeIwasforcingyou 

Him;baby,meleavingtheforcewasforyou.I

couldneverlivewithmyselfknowingthatyou

werehurtbecauseofme.IleftbecauseIwant

oursontolookuptome,andnotthinkitsokto

havemedwalkingaroundwithguns.Iwantyou

Rifiloe,andI’dtakeyouovertheforceanyday 

Me;areyousureaboutthis 

Him;100% 

Me;(sigh)ok



Him;Nomorerunningaway.Ifyouhavea

problemthenyoucometomeandwediscuss

it. 

Me;ok 

Him;andnomorethrowingplatesandshit.We

can’tkeepreplacingplatesandglasses

becauseyoukeepbreakingthem 

Me;(chuckles)fine 

Him;IloveyouRifiloe.Morethananything.

Pleasedon’teverleaveagain.Idon’tthinkI

wouldbeabletohandleit. 

Me;IhearyouSiya.it’sjustthatattimesyou

tendtoforgetthatI’myourwifeandnotan

associate.Youcan’ttrytocontroleverythingI

do.Iknowifitwereutoyou,youwouldhave

lockedinthishouse24/7,butthat’snothow

thingswork.Youneedtolightenupabit.No

trackingmycalls,notellingmeIcan’tgo

somewhereect.Ineedyoutobemyhusband,

andnotmycontroller.Becausethemoreyoutry



controllingmethemoreIwanttorebel 

Him;ButRifiloeyouknowinthebusinessthat

I’min,Ineedtomakesureyou’reprotected.I

can’tbefightinggangsontheonehand,and

thencominghometoanotherwar

Me;let’sjustagreewewilltrylightenup.

Him;andpleasetrytocontrolyourhormones.I

knowyoucan’texactlycontrolthem,butIjust

needyoutotry

Me;I’mnotpromisinganything.ButI’lltry 

Him;that’sallIask 

Me;soareyoustayingintheforce 

Him;I’veputmyresignationonhold.Ithought

wecoulddiscussittogether 

Me;doyoureallywanttoquit?

Him;truthbetold? 

Me;yes

Him;Idon’t 



Me;ok,sohowdowemoveforward 

Him;IwasthinkingofmakingBulletmyCo-

Lieutenant.Thatwaywecouldbothjugglethe

jobtogether.Nailswouldbeinchargeofthe

forceandAxewouldbehissecond 

Me;oh 

Him;ButitsjustanIdea.Ihaven’tdecidedon

anything.Ijustwantedtoseeifyouhowyou

wouldfeel 

Me;wouldyougoonmissions 

Him;no.butIwouldtravelattimes 

Me;yourhours?

Him;unpredictable.Butmainly8:00am-7pm.

Andidalsohaveanofficeathome 

Me;I’mnotsureI’mcomfortablewithanoffice

athome 

Him;canIaskwhy

Me;I’dpreferforyoutobefullyherewhen



you’rehere.Iwantustokeepourfamilylifeand

worklifeseparate.Ghoststaysattheoffice,

andSiyaisathome 

Him;ok 

Me;andnoneofyourassociatesaretocome

hereforwork.Iftheyneedyou,youcanmeetat

theoffice

Him;soyouareopentomestaying 

Me;IwantyoutobehappySiya,andIfthis

forcemakesyouhappy,thenIcan’thaveyou

giveitupforme 

Him;thankyoubaby 

Me;don’tthankmejustyet.Thisisatrailperiod.

Ifitdoesn’tworkthenwelookatotheroptions 

Him;soundsreasonable 

Me;Siyamostimportantlyyouneedtomanage

yourtime.Ineedyoujustasmuchastheforce

does.Idon’twanttoforceyoutomaketimefor

me.Iwantyoutomakemeapriority. 



Him;Ihearyoubaby.I’msorry.Iknowhow

selfishIcanbe 

Me;itsfine.we’llstartfromsratchand

hopefullythistimeitwillwork 

Him;onemorething 

Me;what 

HimRESPECT 

Me;ohGod 

Him;Rifiloe.Iknowyouareusedtobeingthis

independentwomen,whoholdsherownblah

blahblah.ButIamyourhusband,andIfeellike

youhavenorespectformewhatsoever.You

raiseyourvoice,youswearatme,youbelittle

meandyou’realwayslettingmeknowhow

muchyoudon’tneedme.canthatcometoan

end.Myfirstinstinctistolayahandonyou.I

knowthat’swrongbutI’msousedtodealing

withmyenemieslikethat.Thatwhenyoudoit

makesmewanttodothesametoyou 



Me;(sigh)okbaby.I’msorryne 

Him;Iknowit’snoteasylettingmeloveyou.

ButRifiloeyouneedtobemywife.Itdoesn’t

meanyou’rebeneathme.Itjustmeansthatyou

knowyourplace

Me;Okbaby 

Him;I’mserious.Youknowthatdespitethe

moneyanddespiteeverything.I’mstillamanat

heart,andIwantmyQueentreatmeasherKing.

Notasjustsomeguythatshe’spassingtime

with 

Me;you’reQueenHa 

Him;always 

Me;ok

Him;comehere

IkissedmyKingandjustenjoyedthecalm,

presencethatIfelt.SiyaandIwerefinallyat



peaceagain,anditsurefeltgood. 

Iknowit’sgoingtobedifficultwithhimstaying

intheforce,butIguessitstimeIputonmy

crownandstartbeingtheQueenofmy

household.GhostwasSiyaandSiyaisGhost.

That’sthemanIfellinlovewith,andchanging

himwasclearlynotgoingtohappen,soIwasn’t

goingtocountthesacrificesImade.InsteadI

wasgoingtocontinuemakingthesacrificesI

neededtomaketomakemymarriagework,

becausedespiteitall,therewasnootherman

onearththatIcouldeverwanttobewith.

Siyawasitforme.Despitehisflaws,hewas

mineandIwashisforever.
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SiyabrokeourKissjustasthingsweregetting

reallysteamy.IswearIcouldkillhimforthat.

Likewhointheirrightmindjuststopsoutof

nowhere

Me:andnow 

Him:youaredistractingme,andI'vegota

meetingtogetto

Me:meeting?OnaSaturday 

Him:I'msorrybaby.IfIknewyouwerecoming

homeIwould'verescheduled 

Me:it'sOK.I'llmanage 

Him:I'llonlybeafewhours.Ipromise 

Me:don'tworryaboutit.I'llspendmytime

catchingupwithBoni

Him:ok.I'llletyouknowwhenI'monmyat

home 



Me:ok 

Him:1morekiss

Ileanedinandgavehimakiss,whichendedup

beinglongerandmoredifficulttostop.Iknow

hesaidhehadtogo,butneitherofuswanted

tostop.Isureashellwasn'tgoingtosay

anything.Iwasenjoyingmyselftoomuch.But

thenSiya'sphonerang.hepulledaway

reluctantly.

Him:itsAndrea.Doyoumindifitakeit?

Me:goahead

Siyatookthecall,whileiwentpee.Forsome

reasoniwasgoingtotheladieswaymorethan

iusedto.



Whenigotbacktotheroom,Siyawaschilling

onthebed.

Me:forsomeonewhohastogoyouarevery

relaxed

Him:itoldAndreatocancel

Me:oh,andmayiaskwhy

Him:wellletsjustsayI'mhavingmorefunhere

Me:wellwhydon'tyouwantfinishoffwhatyou

started

Him:well,comehere



Me:comeandgetme

Him:Ificatchyou.Itsnitgoingtobepretty

Me:itneveriswithus

Siyagotoffthebedanditookastepback.

Him:Rifiloe,youcantruninyourcondition

Me:siya,impregnant.Notsick

Him:Evenso.Idon'twanttoyoutohurtmy

baby

Ifaveupandjustwentintohisarms



Me:soI'vebeenthinking

Me:I'mlistening

Him:iwasthinkingweshouldnameourson

Junior

Me:son?

Him:yes.SON

Me:siyawhatifitsagirl

Him:wesendherbacktowherevershecame

from



Me:(chuckles)ithinkitsagirl.

Him:Letsmakeadeal

Me:I'mlistening

Him:ifitsaboy.Wenamehimafterme,andif

itsagirlwe'lldecideonaname

Me:iwanttonameherLesedi

Him:haaiRifiloe.Mychildisgoingtohavea

Zuluname.

Me:habutbabyLesediisabeautifulname

Him:noways.Ngeke.thisbabyisaNdhlovu,



andallofushavezulunames

Me:letsjustagreetodisagreefortimebeing.

Wecangavethisdiscussionsomeothertime

Him:ok,sowhatwouldyouliketodointhe

interim

Me:mhmmwelliwasthinkingwecouldmake

upforlosttime

Itookoffmyclothesandstoodinfrontofhim

inmybirthdaysuit

Him:damn

Me:areyougoingtojustsitthereorareyou



goingtohelpagirloutofhermisery

Him:mhmn

Me:inthatcaseillputmyselfoutofmyown

misery

Iwentontheothersideofthebed,andstarted

playingwithmyselfwhilehewatched.Iknewhe

wasturnedon,doimadesureiputononehell

ofashow.

EventuallySiyagaveupandcametojoinme.

Wemadeloveoverandoveragain.Siyawasso

sweetandgentle,butalsoknewjustwhati

needed.

Whenwewerebothfinallysatisfied.Wesaton



thebedtryingtocatchourbreathe

Him:weshouldn'tbedoingthiswhileyour

pregnant

Me:andwhynot

Him:iwon'twanttohurtthebaby

Me:baby,youwon'thurtanyone.Thebabyis

toofarforyoutoreach

Him:inthatcase,weshouldgoagain

Me:hababy.Notagain.I'mtoohungry

Him:whatareyouinthemoodfor



Me:surpriseme

Siyatookhisphoneandorderedfoodforus,

whileputmygownontoattendtoaknockon

thedoor.

Her:I'msorrytodisturbmam.Butthereis

someoneheretoseeMrNdhlovu

Sibongiledidn'tevengettofinishwhatshewas

saying,whenisawLindacomingupthestairs

holdingthebabyinonehand,andOlwethoin

theother.

Isteppedoutandclosedthedoor,becauseSiya

wasstillwalkingaroundinhisbirthdaysuit



whenOlwethosawme,heletgoofLindaand

camerunningtome.

Ihonestlyfeltbad.Ihadbeensobusywithmy

owndrama,thatihadn'tevenmadetimetocall

Olwethoandfindouthowhewasdoing.

AftergivingOlwethoahug,itoldhimtogoto

hisroom,becausethelookonLinda'sfacetold

meshewasreadytokill

Her:where'sOkwetho'sfather

Me:youhavesomenerveshowinguphereafter

whatyoudid

Her:Itsnitmyfaultyourboyfriendhasa

wonderingeye.I'mactuallysurprisedyou



stayed.

Me:Wellusmarriedwomandon'ttendtgiveup

onourMARRIAGESthateasily

Lindalookedatmehorrified.Itwasobviousshe

wasn'tawarethatsiyaandiweremarried

Her:juststoptalkingshit,andtellmewhere

siyabongais

Me:shameyaz.Truthhurtsne

Her:ifyouthinkevenforasecondthatthisiso

er,thenyouclearlydon'tknowmeverywell.I

maynotbeabletogetSiya,butiwillmakeyour

lifeamisery.



Me:youbettermakesurethatyougiveityour

bestshot

Her:(chuckles)

Siyaopenedthedoor,andlookedatme

surprised

Him:lindawhatareyoudoinghere

Her:itriedcsllingyoubutyourphonewasoff

Him:wellthenyoushould'veleftaamessage

Her:incadeyouhaveforgitten,itoldyoutoday

wasthedayforOlwetho'skaratetournament



Him:shit.Icompletelyforgot

Her:itstartsat2sowebettergetgoing

Him:Youguysgo,andWe'llmeetyouthere

Lindaturnedaroundandleft,whileSiyaandi

wentgotbackintoourbedroom

Him:babe,doyoumindifwego

Me:don'tbesilly.He'syourson 

Him:youcomingwithright

Me:doyoumindifitakearaincheck?I'mabit

tired

Him:youok?



Me:baby,I'mfine.Justtired

Him:thelasttimeyousaidthat,youleftforPE

Me:that'snothappeningagain

Him:ihopenot

Me:siyajustgoshower,yourgoingtobelate

Him:ok.Uberusgoingtodeliveryourfood

Me:thanksbabe

Siyarushedtogetready,andthenleftfor



Olwetho'stournament.Iwasn'treallytootired

togoto

Thetournament,butiwantedSiyatogive

Olwethohisundividedattention,andifiwas

thereiknowthathewouldbefaffingoverme,

insteadofhisson.Andanywaythetimealone

wouldhelpmecomeupwithaschedulefor

SiyatospendmiretinewithOlwetho.Itwastine

hestartedincorporatinghiminourlivesona

fulltimebasis.Heisafterallgoingtobeabig

brother,andidon'twantSiyaspendinglesstine

withOlwetho,becauseofthenewbaby.

Olwethoisapartifhimjustasmuchasthis

baby,anditwasabouttimeSiyatreatedhimas

such.
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SinceSiyalefttogoandattendOlwetho’s

tournament.Idecidedtocallmymzalaandsee

ifshewantedtocomeover

Her;hello 

Me;Heyboo 

Her;heyZala 

Me;whatyoudoing? 

Her;nothingmuch,justchillingwithHlokes 

Me;wannacomeover?OrcanIcomeseethe

house 

Her;comeover.I’lltakeyouonatour 

Me;ok.I’llseeyounow 

Her;sharp

Iquicklysteepedintheshower,thenchanged



intomytracksuitandsneakers.Iwasaboutto

walkouttheroom,whenIrememberedthatI

hadtospeaktoSiyaaboutsecurity,soIcalled

him

Him;Hello 

Me;babe.Itsme 

Him;hi 

Me;sorrytodisturb,Ijustwantedtoknowifyou

wouldhaveaproblemwithmegoingtoBoni’s

place 

Him;Ithoughtyouweretired 

Me;Iwasbabe

Him;andnowmiraculouslyyouarefine 

Me;baby.Pleasedon’tbelikethis 

Him;I’mjustasking 

Me;socanIgoor



Him;(sigh)fine.ButI’llhaveoneoftheguards

takeyou 

Me;thanksbabe 

Him;sharp 

Itookmyhandbagandwentdownstairs.Iknow

Siyawasprobablyannoyed,butIwasjustgoing

toBonimos.

WhenIgotdownstairsthecarwaswaiting.Igot

inandoffIwenttoBoni’shouse. 

Luckilyitwasaratherclose15mindrive.Iwas

honestlyblownawaybythehouse.Itwas

absolutelybeautiful.ItwasveryFrenchstyle

kindofhome.Iwassohappyforthem.Iknew

thiswouldmakeabeautifulfamily

ThemomentIsawBoniIsmiled.Shelookedso

beautiful.Youcouldtellshewashappy.



Me;youareglowing 

Her;Bull,you’retheonewho’sglowing. 

Me;chummy,areyoupregnant 

Her;noways.

WewalkedinandBonigavemetourofthe

house,andIwasinabsoluteawe.Itwasso

beautiful

Me;myfriend.It’sstunning 

Her;I’mgladyoulikeit 

Me;didyouchoseeverything 

Her;yes

Me;youhaveaknackforthis 

Her;Iguess 

Me;honestly.It’sbeautiful 



Her;thankyou

IstayedwithBoniforover3hours,andthen

decideditwastimeIwenthome.Ihadjust

stoodup,whenIsawLindawalkinginas

thoughsheownedtheplace.

ShelookedatmeandthenatBoni

Her;IsHlokeshere 

Boni;let’sstartwithyouwalkingbackoutside,

andknockingonmydoorandthengreetingme,

andthenonlyaskingmewheremymanis 

Her;Iwilldonosuchthing.

BonistoodupandwenttowardsLinda



Boni;disrespectmeonemoretime 

Linda;wellwhatareyougoingtodoaboutit 

Boni;Iwillslaptheshotoutofyou 

Linda;Iwouldlovetoseeyoutry

IimmediatelygotupandwenttoBoni,because

IknewshewascapableofwhoopingLinda

despiteLindaholdingthebaby

Hlokesmust’veheardthecommotion,because

hecamedownstairsrubbinghiseyes

Him;whatisgoingon

Helookedatusandimmediatelyknew

Him;Linda,Itoldyoutocallbeforecoming



here 

Her;Idon’tseewhynot.It’snotlikeyouare

marriedtothewhore

IheldontoBonisoshewouldn’tjumpLinda.

Causethedevilishlookinhereyeswasbeyond

crazy

Him;Linda.StoptalkingtoBonilikethat

LindalookedatHlokesandshookhishead

Him;youknowIthoughtyouhadballs,but

clearlyyouandSiyaarenodifferent

Shetookthebaby,andgavehimtoHlokes,then

walkedout 



IlookedatBoniandHlokes,andtheywereboth

stunned

Me;didshehonestlyjustleaveherbaby 

Boni;ofcourseshedid

HlokestookthebabyandgavehimtoBoni,

thenwentoutsidetostopLindaIguess.

IlookedatBoniandwebothburstoutlaughing

Her;Itsnotfunnyyouknow

Me;Iknow,butthatwomaniscraycray 

Her;tellmeaboutit 

Me;letmetakeagoodlookatthisbaby

Iheldhiminmyarmsandhewashonestly



gorgeous.HewasaspittingimageofHlokes

Her;helooksjustlikehimdoesn’the 

Me;yah 

Her;Iwishshecouldjustdisappear,andleave

Owamiwithus 

Me;Owami.That’sanicename 

Her;Iguess

Hlokescamebacklookingdefeated.Iknew

rightthenthatLindahadleft

Him;shehonestlyleft 

Boni;well.Goodriddance 

Him;Bonz,howcanyousaytha

Her;well,wecantakecareofOwamiandshe

cangotohell.



IknewrightthenthatitwastimeIleft.This

conversationwastobehadbetweenthetwoof

them

IgaveOwamitoBoni,andbidthemboth

farewell.

WhenIarrivedhome,Siyawasinhisoffice.I

knockedandwalkedin

Him;didIsaycomein?

Me;youdidn’tneedto 

Him;Imissedyou 

Me;whendidyougetback 

Him;aboutanhourago

Me;whydidn’tyoucall 



Him;Ididn’twanttodisturb 

Me;̀Howverycoyofyou 

Him;Itry

AsIwasspeakingtosiyainwalkedOlwethoin

hiPJ’s

Hi;auntyyou’rehome 

Me;yesmyboy

Him;daddyboughtussomecake.CanIplease

havesome? 

Me;haveyouhadsupper 

Him;yes.Ihad2pizzaslices 

Me;Okmylove.Illmeetyouinthekitchen

Olwetholeft,andleftmewithSiya



Him;soLinda’sdecidedtojustdrophimoff

here 

Me;asinonafulltimebasis

Him;Iguessso 

Me;wellonelessproblem 

Him;areyouserious

Me;yes 

Him;wellthatwasweird 

Me;Siya,youknowIloveOlwetho.He’syour

son,whichmakeshimminetoo 

Him;we’llhavetolookatgettingananny 

Me;wecandothattomorrow.Fornow,weare

goingtohavecakewithOlwetho 

Him;babycanIjoinyouin5 

Me;no.Olwethowantstohavecakenow.Sowe

havecakenow 

Him;Youaregoingtospoilhim 



Me;justcomeSiyaMaan

Siyastoodup,andwalkedwithmetothe

kitchen.Iknowitwasgoingtobehardforhim

togetusedtoseparatinghisworklifeandhis

familylife.Rightnowwasthetimeforfamily,

whichmeanthisempirewouldhavetojustwait
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(myapologiesmyfriends.Thingsatworkare

stillcrazy.Ihopeyouguysunderstand.)

Wewentdownstairstohavesomecakewith

Olwetho,ThenSiyawenttotuckhimin,whileI

hadabath.SiyacameupstairsandIwas

alreadyinbed.



Him;letsgoshower 

Me;Ijusthadabath 

Him;haw,babykanjani 

Me;askiesbabe.Iwastired,soIthoughtwould

haveabathandgettobed.Pluswe’regoingto

churchtomorrow 

Him;mhmmchurch?

Me;yes.Church 

Him;mhmmm 

Me;don’tsulk 

Him;well,Ikindofhadhopes 

Me;whatkindofhopes 

Him;well,Iwashopingtomakelovetomywife 

Me;mhmm,wellyoucanstilldothat 

Him;Comeshowerwithme 

Me;haaSiya 



Him;Babymaan 

Me;noways 

Him;finemxm

Igotupandwenttostandinfrontofhim

becausehelookedlikehewantedtosulk,andI

honestlynotinthemoodforthat.Istoodin

frontofhimandstoodonmytiptoes,soIcould

startkissinghim. 

AtfirstSiyadidn’trespond,buteventuallyhe

startedresponding,andIknewhewasoverhis

mood. 

WemovedfromStandingtomebeingonhislap.

Itookoffmytopsohecouldplaywithmy

nipples,whileIkissedhim. 

Ihavenoideawhatmademelookatthedoor,

butIsawOlwethostandingthere.



IjumpedoffSiyaandcoveredmyselfwitha

throw.Siyalookedatme,andIpointedat

Olwetho. 

HeGotupandwenttohim

Him;Boy.What’swrong? 

Olwethodidn’tanswer.Insteadhejuststared

intospace.Iputonmytop,andlookedatSiya

whowasjustpuzzled,thenoutofnowhere

Olwethostartedshaking,drastically. 

Siyaheldontohimandtriedstoppingit,butit

justgotworse,andSiyaliterallyfroze.Theonly

thinggoingthroughmymindwastoget

Olwethotothehospital,becausehelookedlike

hewashavingfitsorsomething 

Iputonmyjeans,andtookSiya’scarkeys

Me;Siya,weneedtogethimtoahospital



Siyalookedatme,thenatOlwetho.Hewasso

zonedout,Ihadnoideawhatwasgoingonwith

him.Mosttimesheissoputtogether,butthis

timehewasjuststandingthere

IkneltdowninfrontofSiya,andshookhim

Me;Siyadamnitsnapoutofit.Weneedtoget

himtoahospital

IpickedupOlwetho,whofeltlikeheweighta

ton,andwalkedtothecar.Ididn’texactlyhave

timetowaitforSiya,becauseIhavenoidea

whathadgottenintohim,soinsteadIjustgotin

thecaranddrovetothehospital. 

Everythingwashappeningsofast,Ihadnoidea

whatIwasdoing.



Iarrivedattheemergencyroom,andallIknow

istheytookOlwetho,andtoldmetowait… 

Isatonthebenchwaitingforever.IcalledBoni

andaskedhertogetHlokestogocheckupon

Siya.Idon’tgethowSiyajustfroze.

BoniarrivedwhileIwasstillwaiting

Her;hey 

Me;hey 

Her;whathappened 

Me;Ihavenoidea.Olwethojuststartedshaking

outofnowhere 

Her;Damn 

Me;tellmeaboutit 

Her;hopeyoudon’tmind,butIleftOwamiwith



Sibongile 

Me;itsfine. 

Her;HlokesandSiyaareontheirway 

Me;cool

Wesatonthebenchandwehadnoupdate

fromanyofthedoctors.Insteadtheykept

tellingustowaittillhewasoutofsurgery

Siyaarrivedandlookedlikehehaddiedadozen

deathsinthepasthours.Notsolongagowe

wereallsmilesandnowherewewereina

hospital,withhisSonfightingforhislife

Istoodupandwentintohisarms

Him;howyouholdingup 



Me;imfine.areyouok 

Him;I’mfine.Ijustdon’tunderstandwhat

happened 

Me;wehaven’treceivedanupdatefromthe

Doctorsyet 

Him;Thankyou.Idon’tknowwhatwentwrong

withme 

Me;don’tthankme.let’sjustprayhe’sok 

Him;Idon’tgetitRifiloe.Olwethowasfine,and

thenallofasudden.Whydidn’tInotice

anything.I’mtheonewhoputhimtobed 

Me;baby,Thisisnotyourfault.Wedon’teven

knowwhat’swrongwithhim 

Him;I’mhisfather.Ishould’veknown

somethingwasn’tright

ItriedtomakeSiyaseethattherewasnotelling

thatsomethingwaswrongwithOlwetho,tillhe



hadtheattack,buthewashavingnoneofit.

Insteadhewasbeatinghimselfup.

Westayedinthehospitalforhourswithno

feedback.Itwasalreadymorning,whenIsaw

Lindacomingtowardsuslookingfurious.

Shechargedtowardsme,asthoughshewanted

tokillme,butluckilyBoniwasonestepahead

ofher.

Her;youfuckingwitch.Howcouldyoudothis

tomychild

IlookedatLindaconfused.Wasthismoron

honestlyblamingmeforthis?

Her;I’mtalkingtoyou.



Ihonestlywasatalossforwords.Like,was

thisreallyhappening?

Lindawasmakingsuchascene,andIwas

totallyembarrassed

Her;Siyahowcouldyouletthishappen?How

couldyouletthiswitchtrypoisonmychild? 

Him;Linda.Justfuckingstopwithyourbullshit. 

Her;youaredisgustingSiya.Youhearme?you

aredisgusting.Ileaveyoursonwithyouforone

night,andhelandsupinhospitalye. 

Him;Linda,I’mwarningyou 

Her;whatthehellareyougoingtodoyouass.

Youareafuckingpoorexcuseofafather.You

areneverthereforhim.You’veseenhimwhat.

Oncein5months,andnowyouwanttosithere



andpretendtocare,whenyourstupidwifeis

theonewhowantstokillourson

Siyastoodup,andIgotupjustasquick,soI

couldstophim,becauseIknewhewasreadyto

flippingcrushher

Me;Siya.She’snotworthit 

Him;getoffmeRifiloe.

Me;baby.Lookatme

Siyalookedawayandtriedpullingmyhandsoff

him,butluckilyHlokesIntervened,whileBoni

heldontoLinda.

IwashonestlysotiredofLindaandherdrama,

andIjustwantedhertofuckingdisappear 

Her;IswearSiya.I’mgoingtokillher.Your



fuckingwifeisgoingtodieforthis 

Him;that’sifIdon’tgettoyoufirstyoufucking

whore 

Her;me.Awhore?Youarethewhore.Youare

theonewho’sgottwowomenpregnantatthe

sametime.Haveyoutoldyourpreciouswife

thatJessicaispregnantha?Haveyou

Iswearheardwrong.Didthisbitchjusttellme

Jessicaispregnant?IlookedatSiyaandprayed

toGodLindawaslying,becausethisjust

couldn’tbetrue.Siyawould’vetoldme.Thereis

nowaythatthiswastrue.Irefusetobelieve

this,butforsomereasonSiyadidn’tsay

anything.Hejustlookedbackatmeandwaited

formyreaction.Lordhelphim,thishadbetter

bealie,becauseifitweretrueallhellwasgoing

tobreaklose.
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(croptop2.Sorryloves.I''vegottogetbackto

work)

IlookedatSiyawaitingforhimtotellmeshe

waslying,butnothing.Insteadthedoctors

cameoutandcametowardsus

Him;GoodDay.YoumustbeOlwethoNdhlovu’s

parents. 

Siya;that’smeandher

HepointedatLinda,andtheywereledtothe

doctor’soffice.Theonesideofmewantedto

leave,butIknewthatIhadtowaitforSiyato

givemeanexplanation.ThereasonItook2



monthsawaywasformetoworkonmyself.I

promisedmyselfIwouldtrynottooverreact,

butthegirlinmewantedtorunfordearlife.

Bonisatdownwithmewhilewewaitedfor

news

Her;Rifiloe.Don’tlistentoher,she’sjusttrying

tearyouguysapart 

Me;Ihopeyou’reright 

Her;Rifiloe,thatpsychowilldoanythingto

breakyouup. 

Me;andhowcansheblamemeforthis

Her;haai,thatwomanhasproblemsmaan.

Don’tlistentoher

Me;haai 

Her;Rifiloe,Siyaisgoingthroughsomething

thatisdevastating.Youneedtostandfirm.You



arehiswife.Heneedsyou.Forgetwhatshe

saidaboutJessica.Allthat’simportantnow,is

Olwetho

Inoddedandjustdecidedtodoasshesaid.

Wesatoutthereforhours.Boniwenttogetus

breakfastandwewaitedsomemore. 

IknowOlwethowasn’tmychild,butIwas

honestlybroken.Ijustwantedthemtotellus

thathewasok,andthatwecouldtakehim

home,butforsomereasonIknewthatthings

weregoingtogetugly,beforetheygotworse,

andallbecauseofthisbitchcalledLinda.Like

forgoodnesssakes,can’tIjustgetabreaknxa.

It’sliketheuniversehadsomethingagainstus

stru

FinallyataroundMidday,SiyaandLindacame



tojoinusatthewaitingarea.Siyasatnextto

me

Me;howishe 

Him;wedidn’tgettoseehim 

Me;whatdothedoctorssay 

Him;theycan’tfindtheproblem.Theyare

runningmoretests

Me;howcantheynotknow 

Him;Ihavenoidea 

Me;let’sjusthopetheyfindout 

Him;weneedtotalk 

Me;Siya,notnow.Allthat’simportantnowis

makingsureyourSon.ActuallyourSonistaken

careof.Wewilltalkatalaterstage

IknowSiyawasprobablyconfused,butIwasn’t



goingtodiscussthisher.Boniwasright.Ihad

tobefirm.Iwasn’tgoingtostressmyselfover

this.InsteadIamgoingtopraythatOlwethoget

wellsoIcankicktheshitoutofhisfather

Thedoctorsadvisedusthattheywouldbe

keepingOlwetho.Theysaidweshouldgohome

forthenight,butSiyadidn’twanttoleavehim,

soIsatwithhimandwewaited.

BoniandHlokesleft,becausetheyneededto

attendtoOwami,whileLindastayedatthe

hospital.

Him;baby,youshouldgohomeandrest 

Me;illbefine 

Him;Rifiloe,youhaven’tslept. 

Me;Siya 



Him;babyplease.Youarecarryingmychild.I

needyoutorest

Ilookedintohiseyes,andsawhewasjustas

tired,andinhonesty,Ineededsomesleep. 

Me;ok 

Him;thankyou 

Me;letmeknowifthere’sanupdate 

Him;willdo

IleanedinandgaveSiyaakissonthecheek.I

knowdeepdownIwasmadasfuck,butI

wasn’tgoingtoletthatbitchknow

Idrovehomeandgotintobed.Iwouldbathand

eatlater.RightnowallIneededwassleep.



ImustvebeenasleepforafewhourswhenI

heardmyphoneringing.Iwassodrowsy,I

reallydidn’twanttoanswer,butthenIhadno

choice

Me;mmmhellow

Her;makoti 

Me;hiMa 

Her;uphi 

Me;ngisekhayama 

Her;I’monmyway 

Me;howfarareyou 

Her;5min 

Me;ok 

Iendedthecallandwenttotakea2min

shower,thencameoutandworeadressand

mydoek.Thenwentdownstairs.



Siya’smotherarrivedandgavemeahug

Her;howareyouholdingup 

Me;I’mokmaandyou 

Her;Idon’tknowhowmuchmoreIcantake 

Me;ItsgoingtobeokMa.Allwecandonowis

pray 

Her;that’strue

Me;sit.Letmemakeyousometea

Her;pleasemybaby

IaskedtheguardstotakeSiya’smother’s

luggagetooneofthebedrooms,andmadeher

someteaandbiscuitsthenwenttositwithher 

Her;tellmeMakoti.Exactlywhathappened?



IresistedthestoryofwhathappenedandSiya’s

motherjustshookherhead.

Her;andyousaythedoctorsdon’tknowwhat’s

wrongwithhim 

Me;yesMa

Her;nomaan,thisseemstobesomethingthat

wasplanned 

Me;howma

Her;Olwethohasneverbeenasicklychild.Why

allofasudden 

Me;Ihavenoidea 

Her;thishasmuthiwrittenalloverit

WhenSiya’smothersaidthatIwasabit

shocked.LikemywholelifeI’veneverhaddeal

withMuthi.Mymotheralwayssaidprayerwas

thewaytogo,sonowIwasatcrossroad.



Me;ma.Muthi 

Her;yes.Nowtakemetothehospital.Ineedto

goandseemygrandson 

Me;ok

Iwentupstairstogetmyhandbag,andweleft

forthehospital.Siya’smotherdidn’tsaymuch

tome.Shespentmostofthetriptothehospital

onthephonewithsomeprophetorSangoma,

I’mnotexactlysure.

WhenwegottotheHospital,Lindawassitting

nexttoSiyawithhimcomfortingher.Siya’s

motherliterallypushedherouttheway,and

huggedherson.

Her;soLindawhyareyouherevela 



Linda;hawMa,mysonishere,whereelse

wouldIbe

Siyacametositnexttome,andjustlookedon

Her;Youshouldbewhereveryouwerelast

night 

Linda;ButMa

Her;whatkindofawomanjustdumpstheir

childrenattheirfather?It’sagoodthingmy

prophetisonhiswayhere.Iamgoingtogetto

thebottomofthis.

Linda’seyeswidened,Idon’tknowwhy,butfor

somereasonshelookedworried,insteadof

pleased.It’slikemaybesheknewsomethingwe

didn’tknow. 

IputmythoughtsofLindaasideandjust



prayedforOlwetho.Ididn’tcareaboutprophets

orSangoma’sallIcaredaboutwasthedoctors

findingoutwhatwaswrong,andtreatinghim.

Hewasachildandhedidn’tdeserveanyofthis.

Thelookinhiseyesabsolutelybrokeme,andI

justprayedthatGodwouldhearmyprayers,

becauseIdon’tknowhowSiyawouldtakeit,if

helostOlwetho
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Westayedatthehospitalforafewmorehours,

thenwelefttogotothehousebecausethe

prophethadarrived.

LindarefusedtoleaveOlwetho,sowelefther

there.ButSiyaalsoleftoneoftheguardsthere

tomakesureLindadoesn'ttryanything.



WhenwearrivedhomeSibongilehadalready

madedinner,butnobodyate.Ithinkwewereall

worriedaboutOlwetho.

Theprophetarrivedandwewenttothelounge.

Iwasn'treallycomfortablebeinghereforthis,

butihadnochoice.

Theprophettoldusalotofthingsbutmainly

thattherewasadarkcloudaroundus.He

mentionedthatweweregoingtobeOK

eventually,butfortimebeingthingsweregoing

togetworsebeforetheygotbetter.

Theprophettoldustobathinholyashandto

prayandfasttogetridoftheevilaroundus,but

heinsistedonusallgoingbacktothehospital

forhimtoseeOlwetho.



Wetoldhimthatthedoctorsdidn'twantusto

seehimandhesaidwewouldseewhenweget

there.

IconvincedSiyatofirsttakeashowerbefore

weleft,becausehehadn'tsleptorshowered

sinceOlwethowasinHospital

OnceSiyawasdoneweleftforthehospital

again.

Whenwegotthehospitaltherewasno

difference.Olwethowasstillunconsciousand

notrespondingtomedication,butluckilythey

allowedustoseehim.

Weallwalkedinandsawhimforthefirsttime



sincehecollapsed

MaNdhlovuseniorcouldn'tholdhertears.She

washonestlyheartbroken.IsawSiyawipea

tearfromhiseyes,whileLindalooked

distraught.

Theprophetdidn'tsayanything.hejustprayed,

overandoveragain.HekeptaskingGodto

revealthetruth,andoutofnowhereLindabroke

down.

Her:itwasn'tsupposestobelikethis.He

wasn'tsupposestogethurt.Please.Youhae

tobelieveme

IlookedatSiyaandhelookedjustasshocked.



Theprophetsmiled.

Him:I'vebeenwaitingforyoutoconfess,but

youhaven'ttoldthemeverything.

LindaturnedtoSiya,whoicouldtellwasabout

toexplode

Her:SiyaI'msorry.Itwasn'tsupposestobelike

this.Ijustwantedyoutoleaveher.Itwasand

alwayshadbeenjuatthethreeofus.Wewerea

familySiya.Wewerefineuntilshecameinto

thepicture

Him:Lindadoyouevenhearyourselfye?

Her:thesangomaassuredmethatitwouldn't

hurthim.Itwasjustsupposedtomakehimact



outaroundher.Sothatyoucouldleaveher.I

swearSiya.

SiyawalkedtowardsLinda.Igotuptostophim

buthismotherstoppedme.

Him:youfuckingwhore.Howcouldyou.He's

oursonforGodssake

Her:SiyaI.Ijustwantedthingsbacktotheway

theywere.Ididn'tthinkitwouldleadtothis.

Pleaseyouhavetobelieveme.

ThenextthingiknowSiyahadpulledhisgun

andhewaspointingitather.

Atthatmomentshutgotreal.Ihadnodoubt

Siyawouldpullthetrigger.



MaNdhlovuletgoofmyhand,andiwent

towardsSiyaineededtostophimfrommaking

thebiggestmistakeofhislife

Me:baby.Please.Putthegundown

Him:Rifiloebackoff.

Me:pleasepapamaan.Youdon'tneedtodo

this.

Theprophetlookedatus

Him:listentoyourwife.Thisisn'tthewaytodo

things.



Siyadidn'tmove.Hekeptthegunatherhead

ME:Ndhlovu.baby.Please.Justputthegun

down

Him:shedeservestodieRifiloe

Me:yesshedoes.Butnotatyourhands

IlookedatMaNdhlovuforsupport

Her:Siyabonga,don'tdothis.She'snotworthit

Siyareluctantlyputthegundown

Him:Doyourselfafavorandrun.RUNasfar

awayasyoupossiblycan.Rubandmakesurei

don'tfindyou,becauseifidoiwillskinyou

aliveLinda



Her:butSiya,myson

Him:youdon'thaveason.Youhavenothing.

Her:siyaplease

SiyaslappedLindasohard.Iswearifeltiton

herbehalf.

Him:ifieverhearfromyouorseeyouitwillbe

thedayyoudie.Sodoyourselfafavorand

leave.NOW

Lindarushedoutandleftusallstillshoked.

Siyawassomad,hewasbasicallyshaking.



Helookedatme

Him:don'tyouever.Andimeanevertry

stoppingmefromdealingwiththatwitch.Are

weclear

IknowSiyawasjustlashingoutbecausethere

wasnooneelsetolashoutat

Iwalkedtohimandputmyarmsaroundhim.I

knewdeepdownhewasjustmadbecausethis

situationwasoutofhishands

Me:I'msorrybaby.

Siyadidn'tsayanything.Hedidn'tevenhugme

backbutididn'tcare.Allthatmatteredwas



Olwetho.

TheprophetgatheredusaroundOlwetho'sbed

andmadeaprayerforhisrecovery.Hethentold

ustoleaveandcomebackinthemorning.

Hewasgoingtostaythenightatthehospital

prayingandhopefullyGodwouldgivehim

answersonhowtoreverseeverythingthat

Lindahaddone.

Whenwegethomewehaddinnermainlyin

silence. 

AftereatingiwenttorunMaNdhlovuabubble

bath,thenretiredtoourbedroom.

Siyawalkedoutasiwalkedin



Me:whereyougoing?

Him:Rifiloe,notnow 

Me:Promisemeyouwontdoanythingstupid 

Him:moveouttheway 

Me:baby,pleasepromise

Him:Iwontdoanythingstupid

me:isthereanywayicanconvinceyoutostay

home

Him:no

Me:inthatcasegivemeakissgoodnight

Siyalookedatmepuzzled.hewasprobably

expectingmetogoallapeshitonhim,buti

wasn'tgoingtodothat.

Ifheneededtogooutandventtogetpassed

this,thenheshoulddothat.Iontheotherhand

wasgoingtogetsomemuchneededrest.I

neededtoalsotakecareofmygrowingbaby.



Siyawasabigboyandhewouldjusthaveto

takecareofhimself.
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SiyalefttogotoGodknowswhere,whileihad

myselfanicehotbath.Isatinthetubtryingto

seeiftherewasabumpyet,buttherewas

nothing.Iwasstillflat.Butthenagainiwasonly

14weeks.Iwasreallyexcitedtoseemylittle

bundleofjoy,butatthesametimeiwasabit

worriedaboutSiya.Ijustprayedthatthe

prophetwouldfindasolutionsothatwecanall

moveon.



IgotoutthepathandchangedintomyPJ's.I

wasalreadydrowsy,soiwentstraighttosleep.

Iwasreallyenjoyingmysleep,wheniheard

somethingbreak.Igotupandiheardsome

moreshuffling.

Igotupandputonmygown,thenwalked

downstairs.

IfoundSiyawalkingupthestairsasthoughhe

wasabreakdancer.Hewasbusysingingsome

songandwasmakingahellofanoise.Ijust

knewthenthathewasdrunk.

Me:shhhSiyamaan

Him:theresheisladies.Thewomanwhostole

myheart



Me:You'redrunk. 

Him:andyou'rebeautiful

Me:comelet'sgetyoutobed 

Him:(giggles)

Irolledmyeyesandhelpedhimupthestairsto

ourbedroom.

Me:getundressed

Him:whatareyougoingtodotome

Me:nothing 

him:inthatcaseiwouldrathergotomyman

caveanddrinksomemore 

Me:Siyacometobedmaan.Its2am

Him:yoursobossy 

Me:iknow

Him:itturnsmeon



Me:Siya. 

Him:yesNana

Me:getundressedsowecansleeptu.I'mtired

ashell

SiyaTookoffhisShirt,thencollapsedonthe

bedwithhisshoeson.

Me:Siyamaan

Him:mhmm

Iknewifhefellasleephewasgoingtosleep

withhisshoesonandthatwasnitanoption.So

nowitwasuptometoundresstherestofhim

Igotupandstartedwithhisshiesandsocks.

Thenimovedtohisbelt.



Siyaimmediatelysatup

Him:ilikeyourwayofthinking 

Me:I'mjustgettingyououtyourjeansbuddy.

Nothingelse. 

Him:mxm

Siyalaybackdownandishuffledhimouthis

pants.

Atleastnowicouldsleep.

Igotinbedanditlookedliketheuniversewas

againstme,becauseSiyastartedsnoringlikea

helicopterthatwasonfire.



Itriedshiftinghimsohecouldstop,butnix.He

wasonlygettinglouder.Soidecidedtosleepin

oneoftheotherbedrooms.

IwokeupthefollowingandfoundSiyanextto

me.

Idon'tevenrememberhimcomingtothisroom.

Igotoutofbedandwenttoourbedroomsoi

couldtakeashower.

WhenigotoutSiyawasinthebedroom

Me:morning 

Him:iknowyourmadatme.I'msorrybaby.I

justneededtimetojustabsorb

everything..pleasedon'tmoveoutourbedroom.



Youknowihatesleepingwithoutyou 

Me:Siyawillyoujustshutupandtakeashower.

Yousmelllikeashabeen

Him:Soyournotpissed 

Me:no.ButI'dappreciateitifyourefrained

fromcominghomeatthathour 

him:Ok

Me:nowgoshower.Weneedtogo

Siyawenttoshowerwhileiwentdownstairs.

WhenigotdownstairsMaNdhlovuwasalready

eating

Me:MorningMa 

Her:MorningMakoti

Me:canimakeyouanothercupoftea



Her:NothankyouKoti. 

Me:Didyousleepwell

Her:Ishouldbetheoneaskingyouthat.Iheard

Siyabongacominginintheweehoursofthe

morning 

Me:I'mfineMa

Her:Illhaveawordwithhim.Hecantcarryon

likethis.Hisbehaviouristotallyunacceptable 

Me:Ithinkhe'sjusthavingabitofatoughtine

withthiswholeOlwethothing 

Her:iunderstandthat.ButSiyabingaisaman,

andheneedstostartbehavinglikeone.Weall

arehurtwithwhatLindadid.Butyoudon'tdee

allofusbehavinglikethat

IdecidedtojustletMaNdhlovudealwithher

son.Aslongasiwasn'tinvolvedthenI'mhappy.



Siyacamedownandjoinedusforbreakfast.

Hismothergavehimamouthfullandahalf

aboutwhathedid,andujustsatthereand

stuffedmyface.

Afterbreakfast,weallwenttothehospital.You

couldtellthateveryonewasabittensebecause

ourweknewthatifOlwethowasn'tawake,then

thedoctorswouldsuggestswitchingoffthe

machines

Whenwearrivedatthehospitalwewent

straighttoOlwethosroom,andthankfullythe

Lordhadheardourprayers.

Olwethowasawake.Hewasn'tstrongasyet.In

facthewasratherweak,butallthatmattered

wasthattherewasprogress.



Hisfaceimmediatelylightenedupwhenhesaw

hisfather.Hetriedspeakingbuthisvoicewasa

bithoarsesowetoldhimtotakeiteasy.

Thedoctorswereallverypleasedwithhis

progressandadvisedthathewouldbe

dischargedinafewdays

MaNdhlovuandtheprophetlefttogotothe

houseandstrengthenit,whileSiyaandIstayed

withOlwetho.

Ataroundmidday,thedoctorsaskedusto

leavesothatOlwethocouldgetsomesleep.

Weleftjustashehadfallenasleep.Siyadidn't

wanttogotothehouseyet,becausethe

prophetwasbusy



Me:wecangoshoppinginstead 

Him:shoppingfor?

Me:stuffforOlwetho

Him:ok

Weleftthehospitalandwenttothethemall.

theonethingIknowaboutSiyaisthathehates

shopping,sothefactthatiwasmakinghim

walkalloverwasobviouslygettingtohim,but

atthesametimeitsnitlikehehadmuchofa

choice

Iboughtasomeclothes,beddingandother

essentialsforOlwetho.Wewereabouttoleave

thestorewhenisawababyboutique



Me:baby.Justonelastplace 

Him:yousaidthatanhourago

Me:pleasejujumaan

Him:mxm 

WewaljedintotheBoutiqeandijustfellinlove.

Theyhadthecutestbabyclothesever.

Him:isn'tittooearlytobebuyingbabyclothes?

Wedon'tevenknowthesexyet

Me:whydoyouhavetoburstmybubblemara

babe

Him:iwasjustasking 

Me:eveeythingissocutehere 

Him:Mhmm

Irolledmyeyes,andcontinuedlookingatallthe



thingstheboutiquehadtooffer.

Idecidedtoratherwaitbeforebuyinganything.

Me:comelet'sgo

Him:ithoughtyouwerebuyingaonething

Me:illcomebackatanothertime 

Him:ThankGod.

Wewalkedouttheboutiqueandiinstantly

regrettednotstayinglonger,becausethelast

personiexpectedtoseewasthisJessicabitch.

Nxa

Ispottedherbeforeshespottedus.Icouldsee

shewaspregnantbecauseherstomachhad



juststartedshowing.IlookedatSiyaandhe

wasbusyonhisphone.

Forsomereasonalltheangerthatihas

suppressedthiswholetimestartedtorise.

TherealitythatSiyahadmadethisfuckingbitch

pregnantblewmymind.Whatwashethinking.

Whydidhelieaboutusingprotection,andwhy

thehellwasistillhere.

Iwalkedtothecarwithabsoluterage.SIYAhad

putmylifeinsuchdanger.Whatifthatwitch

wassick.

Siyacamerunningafterme,

Him:andnow



Me:canyoujustgetmehome 

him:whatdididonow

ME:youFUCKEDthatbitchandnowsheis

havingyourbaby 

him:Rifiloe

Me:justgetmehome.Now

Siyastartedthecarandwesatinsilenceallthe

wayhome.

IwasjustsooverallofSiya'sdrama.Howami

supposedtoenjoymypregnancywhenhis

whoreisalsopregnantwithhischild.We

literallyjustgotridofLindaandnowihad

anotherbabymamatodealwith.whenwasall

thisjustgoingtobeenough.Whydidilovethis

manmorethanmyself.Thosewereall

questionsthatonlyicouldanswerandyetihad

noideawhattotellmyself
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Isatinsilencemostifthewayhome.Siyaon

theotherhandwaslisteningtomusicand

enjoyinghimself.Hehonestlyhadnoshame.

Hereiwaspissedoffbecauseofhimandhis

bull,andhewasjustchilled,asthough

everythingwereok.Mxm

WhiledrivingSiyagotacallandheanswered

viaBluetooth

Him:bullet 

Hlokes:G

Him:what'sup

Hlokes:canyoucomeintotheofficetoday?



Him:notreallywhatsgoingon

Hlokes:Fernandezwantstocutadeal

Him:Fuck 

Hlokes;mysentimentsexactly

Him:illbethereinanhour.Makesurenoone

seesortalkstohimtilligetthere 

Hlokes:shap

Siyaendedthecalljustaswearrivedhome..

IgreetedMaNdhlouandtheprophet,thenwent

upstairs.Myfeetwereabitswollen,soiwanted

toputthemupforawhile.

Siyawalkedinandstartedrubbingmyfeet.I

knowiwasmadathim,buttheneedfora

footrubwasmoreneededatthisstage



Him:areyoureadytohearmysideofthestory

ordoyoujustwanttokeepcuttingmeoff

Me:mxm

Him:Rifiloe.Wepromisedeachotherthatwe

woulddealwithproblemsinacivilisedmanner.

Nooutburstsorswearing

Me:thatwasbeforeiknewJessicawas

pregnant 

Him:ok.Igetthat.Butdidyoueverthinkthat

maybeshe'snotpregnantwithmychild 

Me:butLindasaid

Him:iknowwhatshesaid.ButIthoughtyou

andiwereonthesamepage. 

Me;Si

Him:nobaby.Youarewrong.Howcouldyou

justbelieveher

Me:Siyaifyouhadn'tsleptwithJessicatostart



withwewouldn'tbehavingthisconversation 

Him:Irealisethat.Butitoldyouiused

protection 

Me:so?CondomsbreakSiya 

Him:iwouldknowifitdidandIwould'vemade

sureigottestedbeforebeingwithyou

Me:Doyouseehowmuchdramayoubringinto

ourlivesSiya.There'snotadaythatcangoby

withoutushavingdrama

him:andimsorryaboutthatbaby 

Me:butIstilldon'tunderstandwhyJessicaisn't

lockedup

Him:shemadeadeal

Me:.andyouapprovedit 

Him:yes 

Me:whywouldyoudothat



him:RifiloeshegaveFernandezonasilver

platterinexchangeforherfreedomduringher

pregnancy

Me:I'mlost

Him:Letmeputitlikethis.Wecaptured

JessicabeforeFernandezandafterhoursof

Interrogationshecutadealwhichwasshe

wouldtelluswhereFernandezwashidingin

exchangethatshewouldhaveherpregnancy

outsideofprison..thenonceShe'sgivenbirth

shewillstarthersentence

Me:thatstilldoesn'tmeanshe'snothaving

yourbaby

Him:Imadehertakeatestanditprovedthatit

wasn'tmine.Notthatsheeverevensaiditwas

mine.Lindajustjumpedtoconclusions.

Me:areyousureaboutthis

Him:yes 



Me:mhmm

Him:I'mwaiting 

Me:forwhat

Him:anapology

Me:ifyouhadn'ts

Him:I'mgoingtocutyouoffrightthere.We

madeapromiseandyoubrokeit.Soiwantan

apology 

Me:askieshe

Him:aproperone 

Me:babymaan

Him:Dontbabyme.Youwerewrongandyou

knowit 

me:sorrynunu

Him:Ineedtogettotheoffice.Willyoubefine

onyourownforawhile 

Me:yourmomshere 



Her:she'sgoingtothehospital

me:ithinkillgowithher

Him:noyouwont.Youaregoingtorest.You've

probablytiredmybabyoutwithyourmoods

Me:fine.GiveherthetoysiboughtfoeOlwetho

I'msurehe'sboredoutofhismind.Ohand

don'tforgettogiveherhissnacks,andhis

spidermanblanketandPJ's

Siyajustsmiledatme

Me:what 

Him:thankyou

Me;forwhat 

Him:fielovingmysonunconditionally 

Me:youmeanourson

Him;yes



Me:He'sapartofyouSiya,andIloveyouso

howcanInotlovehim

Him:canigetyousomethingbeforeileave 

Me:yes.Food

Him:Sibongilehasjustfinishedcooking,illask

hertobringyourfoodup

Me:thanksbabe

him:illseeyouinafewhours

Me:ok

Siyakissedmeonthecheekandstomachthen

left.Youhavenoideahowrelivediwastofind

ourthisbabywasn'this.Atleastnowwecould

concentrateonbuildingourfamily.Itwasnow

justme,Siyaandour2children.Ijustprayed

thatthiswasourlightattheendofaverylong

anddark
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(sorryitslate)

Siyaleftforwork,whileIhaddinner,and

eventuallyfellasleep.Mebeingpregnantandall

thedramaaroundus,wasmakingmetiredby

theday.MindyouI’mnoteven4monthsyet

andalreadyIfeelheavy.

It’sbeenabout3monthsnowandthingshave

beengoingsmoothly.Olwethowasoutof

hospitalandisadjustingtobeingwithusona

fulltimebasis.Siyawasn’tdoingtoobadlywith

jugglingbothNdhlovuCorpandbeing

Lieutenantoftheforce.Hetravelledalot

betweenCTandJHB,buthealwaysmadeita

pointtosleepathome.WhichIappreciated.



Wewerefinallyjustlivinganormallifewithno

Dramaorbabymama.ThelastIheardfrom

Lindashehadsentmesomerandomsms

abouthowSiyawasgoingtoleavemeblahblah

andthatnomatterhowhardItriedIwould

neverbeNaledi.IdecidedtonotbotherSiya

aboutit.Lindawasobviouslycrazyandjust

wantedtoannoyme.

Iwasalready6monthspregnant,andluckilythe

morningsicknesshadtotallysubsided.The

onlyproblemweremyswollenfeetandthefact

thatIatelikeadampig,whichmadeSiyahappy

,butmademeetfeelasfatasever.

IhadstartedexercisingagainonceIgottheall

clearfromthedoctor.Ihadalreadygained

10kg’sandwantedtomakesureIdidn’tgain

anymorethatIneeded



TodaywasFridayandSiyaandIwereheading

tohismotherfortheweekend.Wehadtostart

planningthewedding,Ihadmanageto

convincehertoletushavetheweddingafterI

gavebirthbecausetherewasnowayIwas

goingtobeabletofitintoaweddinggownwith

mybigstomachandmyhipswhichlookedlike

mountEverest.

Ipackedourstufffortheweekend,allthatwas

missingnowwasforSiyatoarrive,sowecould

leave. 

Icamedownstairswithourluggageandmade

sandwichesmeandOlwetho.

Siyaarrivedanhourafterhehadsaidwewould

beleaving.



Him;Baby,SorryI’mlate.It’sbeenoneofthose

days 

Me;don’tworryaboutit

Hegavemeakissinthecheek

Him;Illrunupandquicklypack 

Me;I’vealreadypacked.Theguardsputthebag

inJeepalready 

Him;Ineed20mins 

Me;tdowhat 

Him;Olwetho,gotoyourroomandwatchsome

TV.Mommyanddaddywillcomefetchyou

whenit’stimetogo

Olwethorantohisroomandwewalked

upstairstoours.



Me;ok,sowhat’sup

Siyacamefrombehindandputhisarmsaround

me,andstartedkissingmyneck.Iknewthen

whathewanted

Me;aren’twegoingtobelate 

Him;Ijustneed5minutes 

Me;mhmmm 

Him;areyousure 

Him;yes.I’vemissedmywife

IturnedaroundandSiyastartedkissingme

withahungerthatmademystomachknot

togetherlikeaspiderinitsweb.SiyaandI

hadn’tbeenintimateforaboutaweeknow.He

wasbackandforthbetweenJHBandusually



gothomewayafterIhadfallenasleep.Iwanted

himnowjustasmuchashewantedme.

Ididn’tgettoeventakeoffmydress.Wewere

bothtooimpatient.Weendedupmaking

intense,fastandpassionatelove,and

eventuallyfallingoffthefaceoftheearthwitha

climaxthatrockedthroughorbodies.

Whenwebothcametooursenseswewere

lyinginbedtryingtocatchourbreath.

Him;weshouldgetgoing 

Me;givemesec 

Him;GodImissedyou 

Me;it’sonlybeenaweek 

Him;worstweekofmylife 

Me;(chuckles) 



Him;laughallyouwant,butthisweekendyou

areallmine 

Me;whatdoyoumean? 

Him;asinIneedtogetmyfillofyoubeforeIgo

backtowork

Me;Siya,shameonyou.Wearegoingtoyour

mother’shouse.Wearemostcertainlynot

goingtobedoingthisthisweekend

Him;andwhythehellnot 

Me;whatifyourmotherhearsus 

Him;whocares.It’snotlikeshethinkswe’re

virgins 

Me;papa.Thisisnotupfordiscussion.Irefuse

toembarrassmyself.Justimagineyourmother

hearingmemoanandgroan

Him;(chuckles)we’llseeaboutthat.Fornow

let’sgetgoing



Wegotupandcleanedourselvesup,then

headedfortheairport.

WhenwearrivedinDurban,weheadedstraight

toSiya’schildhoodhome.Iinitiallythought

Siya’smomwouldliveinanormalhouseinthe

city.butboyohboywasIwrong.Shehada

hugedoublestoryinthemiddleOftownship.It

wasverymodernandveryhomelyatthesame

time 

Siya’smotherwascookingwhenwearrived.

ShehadmadeallofSiya’sfavourites.Tripe

beingatthetopofthelist.

TobehonestIwasn’texactlyfeelingthetripe,

butIdidmybesttoeat.Evenifitwasjusta

little.

Olwethoontheotherhandrefusedtohaveany



ofthefood.InsteadSiya’smothermadehima

hotdog

Her;soMakoti,tellmehowyouareholdingup 

Me;I’mokma.Justswollen,butotherthanthat

I’mgood 

Her;andhasSiyabeentreatingyouwell,

IlookedatSiyaandsmiled

Me;yesMa.He’sbeentakingcareofallofus 

Her;I’mgladtohearthat.sotellmehaveyou

decidedonwhatkindofweddingyou’regoing

tohave 

Me;justatraditionalweddingMa 

Her;That’sgood.Iwasworriedyouwouldwant

oneofthoseweddingsatavenue 



Me;nah.Ijustwouldlikeasmallintimate

traditionalwedding

Her;intimate 

Me;yes

Her;makoti.Youaremarringintoaveryavery

largefamily.Siyabongaisdescendantfromthe

royalfamily.Intimateisnotourthing 

Me;Ididn’tknowthat 

Him;Idon’tthinkitsimportant 

Her;whynot?Yourfatherwould’vebeenmade

King,ifhehadn’tdied.Sothefactthatyour

uncleisking,makesyoujustasimportant

IlookedatSiyaandwonderedwhyIneverknew

thatabouthim.IknewhewastiesIjustdidn’t

knowhowclose.Iwantedtoaskmore

questions,butIcouldseethatSiyawasrather

uncomfortable,soIjustletitgoforpeacesake 



Me;Ma.Idon’tmindabigwedding.Ifthat’s

whatneedstobedone,thensobeit 

Her;thankyou

Siya’smotherwasoverthemoon.Sheleftusat

thetableandwettocallhersistersand

brotherstoletthemknowthatwehadseta

date.

IlookedatSiyaandhelookedabittense

Me;areyouok 

Him;weagreedonasmallwedding 

Me;butSiyawhatwasIsupposedtodo?You

heardyourmother 

Him;suityourself



Siya’smothercamebacktojoinus

Her;Yourauntsandunclesarecomingover

tomorrowtodiscusstheplansforthewedding 

Me;Oh 

Siya;Ma.Icameheretorelax,thelastthingI

needisomalumedrivingmecrazy 

Her;Siyabonga,thisweddingisgoingtoneed

everyoneonboard.Yourunclesneedtobehere

soweknowthatwearedoingtherightthing 

Him;lordhelpus 

Me;Siya 

Her;andmakesureyoubehave.Dumisaniis

alsogoingtobehere 

Her;hawMa,YouknowhowIfeelabout

Dumisani.Whywouldyouhavehimcomehere 

Her;He’syourbrotherSiyabonga



IlookedatSiyainwonder.Itlookedliketonight

wasthenighttodiscoverallthesethingsabout

myhusbandthatIdidn’tknow.Hegaveme

warninglook,andIdecidedtoshutmymouth 

Him;Halfbrother 

Her;factisyourFathersbloodrunsthroughhim,

justasmuchasitrunsthroughyou 

Him;Weshouldgettobed,I’msureYourtired

Siyalookedatmeasthoughhewasasking,but

deepdownIknewhewastellingme

Me;LetmehelpMawiththedishesfirstthenI’ll

cometobed

Him;Phumzilewilldoit 

Me;who’sPhumzile 

Him;willyoujustcomeforgoodnesssakes



IlookedatSiya’smotherandshewinkedatme.

ItookSiya’shandandofftobedIwent. 

Webothundressedinsilence.Iwantedtoask

SiyaaboutallthethingsIheardatDinner,but

thelookinhiseyeswasratherchilling

Him;don’t 

Me;Ididn’tsayanything 

Him;Iknowthatlook

Me;Ijustdon’tgetwhyyoudidn’ttellme 

Him;canyoujustgetintobed.Itsbeenalong

day 

Me;ok

Igotintobedandcuddledwiththemoodyhunk

ofamanbesidesme.IsmiledasIthought

abouthowfarwe’vecome,andyettherewas

stillsomuchtodiscover.Siyawasthekindof



manwhowasaclosedbook.Theonlywayto

knowmorewastookeepturningthepage.Ijust

lookedforwardtospendingtherestofmylife

discoveringallthecrazythingsabouthim.
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UnfortunatelyformeSiyatossedandturned

mostofthenight.Whichannoyedthehelloutof

me.Ifhewasn’tmoving,thebabywasdoing

backflips.

Me;Siyawillyoujustkeepstillforgoodness

sakes 

Him;Wellyouwon’tletmetouchyou 

Me;Siya,Itishot,Iamcrankyandyourbaby

keepsmoving.Don’teventhinkoftouchingme 



Him;youforgottoaddcrankytothatlistof

yours 

Me;wemightaswellgetup. 

Him;Its5am 

Me;Well,Ineedtogetbreakfastgoing 

Him;youneedtosleepin 

Me;Nocando.Idon’twantyourmother

thinkingI’mlazy 

Him;shehasahousekeeper 

Me;butstill 

Him;Fine.Suityourself

Itookashower,andwenttostartbreakfast.

WhenIgottothekitchenIfoundSiya’smom

andPhumzilecookingupastorm

Me;Morning 



Her;MorningMakoti 

Me;Icametohelp 

Her;youneedtogetbacktobed.We’llhandle

everything 

Me;MeI’malreadyup.Imightaswellhelp 

Her;Ok

Itookanapronandstartedhelpingout.It

lookedtomelikewewerecookingforanentire

village.

BythetimeIputmyfeetuitwasaftermidday

andSiya’sfamilywasabouttoarrive

Him;CanItalktoyou 

Me;you’regoingtohavetopickmeup 

Him;youthatcomfortable?



Me;yes

Him;fine.

Siyapickedmepandwalkedmetoourroom.I

couldtellhewasanxious,butIdidn’twantto

sayanything

Him;I’mnotexactlycomfortablewiththis 

Me;withwhat 

Him;youcomingintocontactwithmyfamily 

Me;Siyasitdown 

Him;I’mgood

Siyakeptpacingtheroomandquitefranklyhe

wasmakingdizzy

Me;babySit 



Him;Youdon’tgetit 

Me;whatdon’tIget 

Him;Idon’tlikeDumisani 

Me;Why 

Him;it’salongstory 

Me;sowhatwouldyoulikemetodo 

Him;Ineedyoutostayawayfromhimandhis

wives 

Me;wives 

Him;yes,he’sgot2 

Me;damn 

Him;anyway.Idon’twantyoubeingfriendswith

them.Wewillhavenopartintheirlives 

Me;ohkay 

Him;I’mserious 

Me;Siya.Ihearyou,butbabe,Idon’tevenknow

thehistorybehindyounotlikingyourbrother.



HellIdidn’tevenknowyouhadabrother 

Him;ItsnotsomethingIliketotalkabout 

Me;why 

Him;mhmm 

Me;Siya 

Him;we’redonetalkingaboutthis 

Me;Siya 

Him;BabyMaan.PleasejustdoasIask 

Me;Fine 

Him;Thankyoufornotarguingwithme 

Me;hopefullywithtimeyouwilltrustme

enoughtotellmeeverythingaboutyouthatI

needtoknow.IfeellikeI’mmarriedto3

differentpeople.Siya,Ghostandsomeroyal

nutjob 

Him;(chuckles)withtimebaby 

Me;we’llsee



IdecidedtoletthisthingaboutSiyago.IfSiya

wantedtodiscusshisfamilywithmethenhe

wouldwhenhewasgoodandready.FornowI

wasgoingtodoastold,andjustbecivil.

WhenwewentbackdownstairsalotofSiya’s

familyhadstartedarriving.Therewereabout20

peopleherealready. 

Iwasintroducedtoaunties,cousinsanduncles.

Honestlymyheadwasspinningwitheveryone’s

names.Icouldn’treallyremembertheirnames,

butIjustsmiledandpretended

Thediscussionsabouttheweddingwererather

boring,Ijustnoddedandagreedtowhatever

theywanted.TobehonestIdidn’tcaremuch

aboutthewedding.SiyaandIwerealready

married,andthat’sallthatIwanted.Soright

nowallthatmattersisthatthefamiliesare

happy 



Astheladies,werebusytalkingandtaking

notes,andagreeingonfacts,IsawSiyaand

comingtowardsuswith2men.Iknewright

thenthatitwashisbrotherandthechief

Everyonebowedtheirheadwhentheysaw

them.Idecidedtovacatemeseat,andsaton

oneofthegrassmatsonthefloor. 

Tobehonest,Ihadnever,everbeeninthe

presenceofroyalty,soI’mnotexactlysurehow

tobehave,soIwasjustgoingtositmyass

downandbehave

Siyasatclosetomeonthecouch,andtheother

gentlemansatonthechairoppositeus. 

IlookedatSiyaandherolledhiseyes

Siya;Malume.ThisisRifiloe.Rifiloethisis

MalumeBhekizizwe. 



Him;Iseewhyyoudon’tcomehomeanymore. 

Siya;AsIsaidMalume..Thingshavebeen

hectic 

Him;soIhearyou’vesetadate 

Siya;yes

Him;inthatcasewe’vegotalottodo 

Siya;Iguess 

Him;areyounotgoingtointroduceyourbrother

toyourwife 

Siya;(Sigh)BhutDumisani.ThisisRifiloe.

RifiloethisismybrotherDumisani

Ilookedupandsawthisdarkskinnedchocolate

finenessstandinginfrontofme. 

HeactuallylookedalotlikeSiya,exceptforhis

skincolour.Hehadacleanlookgoingandyou

couldtellheworkedout.IswearifIwasn’t

marriedtoSiya,Iwouldprobablybewifeno3.



Thismanwasgorgeous

Him;heeBafo.Howdidsomeonelikeyougrab

theattentionofsuchabeautifulwomen.

Ismiledabit,butthenimmediatelylooked

downwhenIsawSiyalookingatme.

Siya;Dumisani.Behave 

Him;I’mjustsaying.Likeyouhavethedriest

senseofhumour.Ihavenoideawhatshesees

inyou,butthenagainyou’vealwayshadathing

forSothogirls

OKHAY.Thiswasawkward.AndquitefranklyI

wasn’timpressed.Iwassousedtomebeing

theonlyonewhocouldsayshittoSiya,that

whensomeoneelsedoesitkindofmakesme



mad

Siya;sowhathasbeensettled?

Siya’smomwenttoeverythingwe’vegone

throughwiththeChiefandSiya’sbrothertoget

theirfinalapproval.Afterabout2morehoursof

finalisingthings.Wewerefinallyabletohave

lunch. 

Dumisanihonestlylookedlikeaniceguy.He

wasobviouslythecompleteoppositeofSiya

withregardstobeingsoserious.Dumisaniwas

theclownofthefamily

HesatnexttoSiya,andyoucouldtellSiya

wasn’texactlyecstatic.IcouldtellthatSiya

honestlyisn’tlikehisbrotheronebit.Hehardly

repliedtoanythinghesaid,andhecompletely

dismissedhiswives. 



Iknowitwasn’trightformetogetinvolvedin

familyissues,butthiswasnoton.IfI’mgoing

tobeapartofthisfamily,thenthingswould

needtochange.Siyawouldneedtochangehis

attitude.

Howdoeshehonestlyexpectmetonotbe

closetohisbrotherswives,whentheywerethe

oneswhowereallocatedtoshowmehow

thingsaredoneinhisfamily.Itstimeheopened

upsomemoreaboutthis,andifanything,Iwas

goingtogettothebottomthis.

[05/15,10:06]Ron:SiyaandFifi'sLoveStory

143

Thismeetingtookforever.Siya’sunclewas

insistingthatthechieftaincypayforthe

wedding,butSiyawasn’thavingit.Hewantedto



payfortheweddinghimself.IwishIcouldtell

bothofthemtojustshutupbutobviouslyI

couldn’tdothat.SoIjustsatthereandlistened

tothemgoingbackandforth...

LuckilySiya’smother,askedmetohelpher

servedessert.Igotupimmediatelyand

appreciatedthebloodflowthroughmylegs.

Weserveddessert,andthenIdecidedtogoand

takeawalkinthegarden.Iwashonestlytired

fromgoingoverweddingplans,Ijustneeded

somefreshair,andhopefullynoonewould

noticethatIslippedout.

ThemomentIsteppedoutonthegrass,my

babystartedmoving.Ismiledknockingshewas

probablyastiredasIwas. 

Siya’smother’sgardenwasbasolutleybreath-



taking.Shehadflowers,herbsandevena

vegetablegarden.Idon’tknowwhybutinthat

momentIreallymissedmymother.Allthistalk

abouttheweddingjustmademewishthatmy

dadandshewerestillaround.Iknowshe

would’vebeenverychuffedtohearaboutSiya

comingfromaroyalfamily.Notthatitmadea

differencetome.Tomehewasstillthecrazy

manthatIfellinlovewithoverayearago.Who

knewaftereverythingthatwewouldbehavinga

weddingandexpectingababy?Itlookslook

thatvisionIhadofmymotherwasright.Inthe

endweconcurred.

Isatononeofthebenchesandsoakedupthe

sun.Itfeltgoodtojuststepawayforabit.Plus

therewasanicefreshbreezeouthere.I

could’vestayedouthereforever 

IhavenoideawhereBhutiDumisanicamefrom,

butwhenIopenedmyeyeshewassittingnext



tohim.IswearInearlyjumpedoutmychair

Him;I’msorry.Ididn’tmeantostartleyou 

Me;Itsfine.Ijustdidn’thearyou

Him;howareyou 

Me;I’mgood 

Him;sohowlonghaveyouknownmybrother

IlookedaroundtoseeifIcouldseeSiya,buthe

wasnowhereinsight 

Me;foraboutnearly2years.

Him;andyou’vemanagedtostay 

Me;Iguess 

Him;youmustbeveryspecialtohim.Inever

thoughthewouldbringanyonehomeafterhis

lastgirl.Letalonegetmarried.



Ihonestlyhadnoideawhattosay.AllIwanted

wastogetbackinside,becauseIjustknewthat

ifSiyafoundeherehewouldgoBallistic.

Me;Ishouldgetbackinside 

Him;Wow,didIscareyouoffthatquickly 

Me;nonotall.Ijustneedtoahhmmgotakemy

meds 

Him;Iknowmybrothertoldyoutostayaway

fromme

Iwassotemptedtotalktohimandhearwhat

hehadtosay.ButIdecidedtorathernot.Siya

hadgivenmestrictinstructions,andtherewas

nowayIwasgoingtogetonhisbadbooksjust

becauseofhisbrother

Me;notatall.IjustneedtomakesureItakemy



pillsontime 

Him;Isee 

Me;excuseme.

Istoodupandwalkedaway.Icouldfeel

Dumisani’seyespiercingthroughme,butI

didn’tlookback.Therewasjustsomething

abouthim.

WhenIgotbackinsideSiyawassaying

goodbyetotheChief.Iwantedtoturnaround,

butthenSiyacalledme

Iwentuptohimandheheldmyhand.Thelook

inhiseyetoldmehewasn’thappy.Ilookedat

himthenatthechief

Me;iseverythingOK 



Siya;Yes.Everythingisfine.Myunclewasjust

leaving 

Me;Oh.Thankyou.Foreverything 

Him;It’sapleasureMakoti.Ilookforwardtothe

wedding

Siyawalkedhisuncleandsomeoftheother

familymembersout,whileIstayedinthehouse

clearingupwithoneofDumisani’swives.

Her;Idon’twewereintroducedproperly.My

nameisTenjiwe

Me;I’msorry.Thingsjustwentbysofast.I’m

Rifiloe. 

Her;ItsveryexcitingtohaveanotherMakotijoin

thefamily 

Me;itsrathernervewrecking.Idintrealisewhat

abigFamilySiyacomesfrom 



Her;canIgiveyouapieceofadvice

Me;sure 

Her;ratherrefertohimasBabNdhlovu.The

eldersareratherstrictwhenitcomestothat 

Me;ohThakyou 

Her;itswhyI’mhere 

<e;sohowlonghaveyoubeenmarried 

Her;about5years.I’mthesecondwife.

Nomalangaisthefirst 

Me;ohok 

Her;soareyoucomfortablewithknowingthat

yourhusbandcomesfromapolygamousfamily?

Ireallydidn’tknowhowtorespond.IfIsaidno

shemightbeoffendedandifIsaidyesIwould

belying



Me;Itsallverynewtome

Her;well,youmightaswellgetusedtoit.I’m

surehe’llwanttotakeasecondwifeaswell

IlookedatTenjiweandwonderedwhatshewas

tryingtosay.

Me;wellwhoknows

IwasgratefulwhenIsawSiyawalkin.He

lookedatmeandjustshookhishead.I

honestlydon’tknowwhatheexpectedmetodo.

Icouldn’tjustnothelpoutorignoreher. 

Her;Bhuti 

Him;Tenjiwe 

Her;It’sbeenawhile 

Him;yah 



Her;itsgoodtoseeyou’vemovedonfrom 

Him;(clearsthroat)

IlookedatSiyaandatTenjiwe,andIknewhe

wastryingtostopherfromsayingmuchmore.I

hadafeelingTenjiwewastalkingaboutLinda,

soIwasgladthatSiyastoppedher.Therewas

nothingIhatedmorethanhearingLindasname

Him:Babe.Doyouhaveaminute 

Me:letmefinishoff.I'llbeupinminute

Him:nowRifiloe

IlookedupatSiyaandsawthathewasnotto

bearguedwith

Iputdownthedishclothandwentupstairswith

Siyabehindme.



Him:RifiloeDoneverunderminemelikeyoudo

infrontoftenjiweagain 

Me:howdidiundermineyou 

Him:whatdidisayaboutspeakingwithmy

brotherandnhiswives?Whythehellwereyouin

thegardenwithhim.Whycan'tyoujustdoas

told.

Me:Siya,Iwentouttogetsomeair.Ididnteven

noticeyourbrothertillhesatdown 

Him:youdon'tlistendoyou?Sojustlistentoke

andlistentomecarefully.Stayawayfrom

Dumisanianhiswives.Areweclear 

Me:crystal 

Him:good

Siyaleftandslammedthedoorbehindhim.I



honestlydon'tunderstandwhatwasgoingonin

hishead.It'snotlikeIwentoutlookingfor

Dumisani,andicoyexactlyignoreTenjiwe

whenshespoketomee.Sowhatexactlyami

supposedtodo.

Siyaleftandwenttohisuncle's,whileICarried

oncleaningup.WhenweweredoneDumisani

andhiswivesleft,andsodidtherestofthe

family.

SomethingThenjiwesaiddidn'tsitwellwithme

andineededotalktoSiyaaboutit.SoIWaittill

wewerefinallyinbed.HopefullySiyawouldn't

bitemyheadoff

Me:baby 

Him:hmmmm 



Me:CanIaskyousomething?

Him;mhmm 

Me;Doyoueverplanontakingasecondwife 

him:why 

me;it'sjustsomethingThenjiwesaid 

Him:Youseewhyitoldyoutostayawayfrom

them 

me:justanswer

Him:Rifiloe.Istruggletokeepyouhappy.How

thehellwillikeepanotherwormhappy 

me:whyareyousogrumpy 

Him:justsleeprifiloe 

Me:mxm

Imovedclosertomygrumpyteddysohecould

cuddleme,andwedozedofftosleep.

Hopefullyhewouldwakeupinamuchbetter



mood
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(supercrop)Sorryguys,I'msooverloadedwith

work ￼:(

IwokeupthefollowingmorningwithSiya

wrappedaroundme.Iwantedtotellhimto

movebutIwasenjoyingbeingcuddled,despite

meenjoyingmyself,Ireallyneededtopee. 

ItriedgettingoutofSiya’sarmsbutheheldon

tighter

Me;SiyaMhmmm 

Him;uyaphi 



Me;Ineedtopee 

Him;doesithavetobelikerightnow?I’mso

comfortable 

Me;Siya,mybladderisabouttoburst,because

yourbabyispressingonit.Pleasejustmove 

Him;tryholdingitforlonger 

Me;(chuckles)

IknewtheonlywayformetogetSiyatoletgo

wasformetoticklethehelloutofhim.SoIdid

justthatandherolledoverinlaughterandI

tookmychancetoescape

Afterbathing,Iwentdownstairstohelpwith

makingbreakfast.

Westayedathishomeforafewmorehours

andlefttogobacktoCT.Siyawasratherquite



onthewaybackhome.Iwantedtoaskhimso

manyquestions,butIjustdecidedtolethimbe.

Hopefullyhewouldopenuponhisown.

OncewearrivedinCTSiyawentstraighttohis

office,whileIputOlwethotobed.Hehadslept

allthewayontheflight,andhewasstillfast

asleep,thenIwenttoourroomtotakeamuch

neededshower.

WhenIcameouttheshower,Siyawassitting

onthebedwithhisphoneinhishand

Me;donecatchingupwithworkalready?

Him;there’smuchmoreimportantthingsIneed

todiscusswithyou 

Me;letmegetdressedfirst 

Him;there’snotime 



Me;Siya,what’swrong 

Him;sitdown

Iwrappedmytowelaroundmyselftighterand

satnexttohim

Him;Iknowyouwerewonderingaboutmy

moodthisweekend,soIthoughtit’sonlyfair

formetotellyouthetruth 

Me;ok 

Him;aftermydaddied.Iwassupposedtobe

takeoverthechieftaincy,butIwastooyoung,

somyuncletookover 

Me;ok 

Him;sowhenIturned21,Iwassupposedto

takeover,butIrantotheforceinstead

Me;Oh 

Him;so,myuncledecidedIneededawife 



Me;mhmm 

Him;sotheyarrangedabrideforme

Me;mhmm

Him;butImetLindaandwestartedalife

together,whichobviouslyended 

Me;alright 

Him;yah

Wesatinsilenceforawhile.Iwantedtoask

Siyamore,butIwantedhimtotellme

Him;nowthechiefcouncilshavedecidedIneed

totakeover.Myunclewantstostepdown 

Me;OH

Him;Ideclinedthepost 

Me;yaah 

Him;But,IfeelthatI’mlettingmyfatherdown.



Thiswashisdream

Me;sowhatareyougoingtodo 

Him;nothing 

Me;oh 

Him;Ithinkitsbestthatthingsareastheyare

now 

Me;ok 

Him;soyouseewhyI’vebeensooff?It’sjust

allbeentoomuch 

Me;Itsfine

Him;comehere 

Me;what 

Him;gimmeakiss

IleanedIandgavehimalittlepeckonthe

cheek,andahug.IknewthateventhoughSiya

hadtoldmewhatwasbotheringhim.Icould



stilltellthattherewasmoretothestory.ButI

wantsgoingtopush.Ifheneededtotalk,he

knewwherehewouldfindme.
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IletSiyabe,andgotIntobed.Shouldhedecide

todiscussthewholechieftencyissueheknows

wheretofindme.

Siyawenttohisoffice,whileIgotmyselfsome

muchneededrest.

WhenIwokeupthefollowingmorningSiyaand

Olwethohadalreadyleft.Ilookedatthetime

anditwasafter9am.Igotoutofbedandwent

tofreshenup.Ididn'tplanongoinganywhere



soIstucktooneofSiyasshirts,thenwent

downstairstohavebreakfast.

TobehonestIwasquitedownregardingmy

relationshipwithSiya.Imissedhimtothemoon

andback,andbyhimsomeanttheSiyaI

thoughtIknew.Ijustcouldn'tunderstandwhy

hewasbeingsodistantandsecretive.Ithought

wewereatastagewhereIknewallIneededto

knowabouthim,andyetthispassedweekend

justprovedtomehowwrongiactuallyam.

SiyaandIwerealotofthings,butsolidwasn't

exactlyoneofthem.Westillhadalongwayto

gobeforewecouldbelabeledassolid.

AfterbreakfastIwentbackupstairs.Iwantedto

talktoSiyaaboutmydoctorsappointmentthis

afternoon.HopefullyIcouldgethimtojoinme



forlunchafterappointment.Ithadbeenawhile

sincewewentoutjustthetwoofus.Idialled

him,andcrossedmyfingersinhopethathe

wouldanswer.

Afterabout5ringshepickedup

Him:Nana

Me;Hey 

Him:yousounddown,what'sup 

Me:Imissyou 

Him:hawbaby.Ispenttheweekendwithyou

nje 

Me:yes,butweweresurroundedbyfamily.

Whichisgreat,butijustmissu

Him:sowhatdoyousuggest

Me:Iwashopingwecoulddolunch,afterour

doctorsappointmentHim:(silence)



Me:pleasetellmeyoudidn'tforget

Him:eishbaby,it's 

Me:nevermind 

Him;Rifiloe,ima.It'sjustbeenabithectic.

Me:yahh.Ok.Sharp 

Him;babydon'tbemadatMe

Me:SiyaIjust 

Him:baby,sorrytocutyouoff.Myflightis

abouttotakeoff 

Me;flight?Towhere 

Him;I'llcallyouwhenIland

Me:Si

Iwantedtoaskhimwherehewasbuthehad

alreadyputdown.IknowIsaidIwouldtrynot

tooverreactbutrightnowmybloodwasboiling.

Siyawasstartingtoannoyme.Weagreedhe



wouldletmeknowwhenhewasflying,buthere

hewasgoingtoGodknowswhereandididn't

evenknowaboutit,andyetifIhaddonethe

safe,hewould'vegoneofftherails.

MxmIwasabouttoputmyphonedown,but

thenanothercall,camethrough.Thenumber

wasprivateandiwasn'tsureifIwantedto

answer,butintheendgavein

Me;hello 

Her:Rifiloe

Me;yesHer:it'sThenjiweandNomalanga.

Me;ohhiladies 

Her:howareyou

Me:goodthankyou 

Her;didyougethomealright 

Me:yesthankyou 



Her:(silence)

Ok,thiswasawkward.Iwasn'texactlyallowed

totalktothemandheretheywerecallingme.

Me:ahhm.WhatcanIdoforyouladies

Her:well,ahhmwewerewondering 

Me:I'mlistening 

Her:DumisaniisplanningoncomingtoCTfora

businesstrip.Wewantedtoknowofyoumindif

wetagalong

Ididn'tknowwhattosay.Iknowtheydidn'tsay

anythingaboutstayinghere,buticouldjust

sensethattheconversationwasheadingthere

Me:Ahmmm 



Her:we'donlybetherefortwonights,thenwe

wouldbeoutyourhair.Wethoughtitwouldbe

agoodtimetogettoknowyoubetterMe:ahhm,

canIgetbacktoyou?Ijustneedtospeakto

Siya

Her:cool

Me:willyousendmeyournumber?

Her:cool

Me:Sharp

Iputthephonedownandfloppedonthebed.I

alreadyknewthatSiyawouldn'twantthem

stayinghere,butIcouldn'texactlysayno.That

wouldmakemelookbadandthelastthingI

neededwastobehatedbyhisfamily.Itried

callingSiyabuthisphonewasobviouslyoff.So

insteadIcalledmymotherinlaw.

Ifanyoneknewhowtohandlethisitwouldbe



her

Her:Makoti

Me:hiMa.Howareyou 

Her:I'mgoodbaby.Andyou

Me:I'mok.Justneedtotalkyouabout

something

Her:I'mallears 

Me:ThenjiweandNomalangajustcalled.

ApparentlyBhutDumisaniiscomingtoCTon

business,andtheywantedtocomewithand

maybestayherewithus

Her:Isee 

Me:myproblemthoughisthatSiyatoldmeto

stayawayfromthembutatthesametimeI

don'twanttoberude 

Her:sowhatdoyousuggest 

Me:Idon'tknowma.That'swhyI'mtalkingto



you

Her:Ohmydear.Letmetellyousomething.

Youarethelinkthatisgoingtojointhisfamily

together.SiyabongaandDumisanihaven't

gottenalongforalongtime,andyouarethe

onlyonewhowillbeabletohelpthem. 

Me;butMa,ifigoaheadwiththisthenSiya

wouldbefurious

Her;Yes.hewill,butintheendhewillseeitsfor

thebest 

Me;soyouthinkIshouldletthemstayover 

Her;well,theyarefamilyafterall,andwetake

careoffamily.

Me;ohkay 

Her;Rifiloe.Onceyougetmarried,youdon'tjust

marrySiyabonga.Youmarryhissfamily.Itsup

toyoutoputthatfamilytogether

Me;ihearyou 



Her;PlusNomaandThenjiwewillbeyour

sisters.Theywillhelpyousettleintothefamily.

Youneedtoformsomekindofrelationship

withthem 

Me;Iguessyou'reright 

Her;OfcourseI'mright.I'myourmotherinlaw

afterall 

Me;Indeedyouare 

Her;I'mgladwe'regettingalong

Me;metooma

Her;Iwassowrongaboutyou.I'msorry 

Me;noneedtoapologizeMa.Wehavemoved

forwardfromallofthat 

Her;yeswehave 

Me;LetmeleaveyouMa.Iwanttocall

Thenjiweback 

Her;ByKoti 

Me;ByMa



IputthephonedownandcalledThenjiweback,

lettingherknowitwasokforherandherfamily

tostaywithusforthenexttwodays. 

ThenisentSiyaamessagelettinghimknow

whatIhaddone.Iknewthatthiswasprobably

goingtobeexplosive,buttherewashonestly

nothingIcoulddo

AfterspeakingtoSibongileaboutsettingup

roomsforourguests,thenIgotreadyformy

doctorsappointment.

AfterleavingIdecidedtofetchOlwethofrom

school.IfSiyawouldn'tgotheappointmentwith

andhavelunch,thenI'mprettysureOlwetho

wouldlovetojoinme.

WhenigottoOlwetho'sschoolhewasso



excitedtoseeme.itookhishandandwewent

tomyappointment.

Olwethojustcouldn'tbelievehiseyeswhenhe

sawthebabyonthemonitor.hekeptlookingat

me,andthenatthemonitor.Hewasjustso

fascinatedanditmademyheartmelt

Aftermyappointment,weheadedtolunchand

admilkshakeswithburgers,thenwenthome.

whenwearrivedhomeOlwethowenttoplay,

whileihelpedSibongilewithdinner

Dumisaniandhiwivedarrivedjustafter6pm.I

hadtriedSiyaonhismobileamilliontimesbut

stilltherewasnoresponse,sowestarted

dinnerwithouthim.



Ididn'treallyeatmuch.IknewSiyawouldarrive

andhewouldn'tbetoohappy

AsexpectedSiyawalkedinlookinglikedeath

onwheels.Hisshirtwasuntuckedandhisjaw

clenched.Iknewhewouldbereallymad,ijust

hadn'trealizedthismuch
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(willpostanotheronewhenIgethome)

Siyalookedatmeshakinghishead.Then

walkedtowardshisbrother.Ihavenoidea

whereonearthhepulledhisgunoutof,but

somehowhehaditinhishandandhewas



pointingitathisbrother.

Weallimmediatelystoodupshocked

Him;didinottellyoutostaythehellawayfrom

mywife 

Dumi;(chuckles)notmyfaultyourwifewanted

mehere 

ME;baby.

Him;shutup 

Me;dontyoudare 

Dumi;wow,whoknewyouwouldfinallyfinda

womanwhowasn'tscaredofyou 

Him;shutup 

Dumi;itsawondershehasntrunforthehills

yet. 

Him;sayonemorewordandipullthetrigger 



Me;Siyamaan.juststop 

HIm;whatdidisayyoyouaboutthem? 

Me;wellifyouhadbotheredtoansweryou

phone 

Him;itoldyouiwasbusy 

Dumi;tellherwhereyouwere 

HIm;shutup 

Dumi;tellher

Me;tellmewhat 

Him;nothing 

Me;Siya 

Him;RifiloeforGodssakehush

Siyaputhisgunawayandtookmyhandinhis,

thenpulledmeupstairs.Iswearifiwasn't

pregnanthewould'veprobablydraggedmeby

myhair



Me;siyaletgoofmyhand 

Him;whydoyouinsistondisobeyingme 

Me;youbetterletgoofmyhandbeforehurting

thebaby

Siyaimmediatelyletgo

me;wherewereyou 

Him;work 

me;where 

Him;youknowIcantsay 

Me;howdoesDumisaniknowaboutyour

whereaboutsandidon't

Him;dropitRifiloe 

Me;NoSiya.Iwontdropthis 

Him;Iwantthemoutmyhousetonight 



Me;youmeanOurhouse 

Him;youknowexactlywhatimean 

Me;wellinthatcaseyoucanforgetaboutthat

SiyatookasteptowardsmeandIdidn'tmove.

InsteadIlookedathimandlethimknowthat

I'mnotintimidatedbyhim.hecouldhuffand

puffandeventrytoblowthehousedownbuti

sureashellwasn'tgoingtoaskhisfamilyto

leave.Ifhewantedthemgonehewouldhaveto

tellthemhimself

Me;giveityourbestshot 

Him;youhonestlythinkyoucantakemeon 

Me;yes.Isureashelldo 

Him;GodIcouldkillyourightnow 

Me;Iloveyoutoo 

Him;don't 



Me;Itsthetruth 

Him;youdontfuckinglisten 

Me;makelovetome 

Him;rifiloe 

Me;now 

Him;Mhmm

IsawSiya'seyesturnfromangrytolustfulina

splitsecond.Iknowhewantedme,butIhadto

tryconvincehim.SoIsteppedclosertohimand

putmyhandsaroundhiscrotch.

Adeepmoanescapedfromhisthroatandhis

eyespupilsimmediatelydilated.

Me;youready 

Him;youfucking 



me;shhhJustanswerthequestion

SiyaclosedhiseyesandIunzippedhispants,

andstartedsucking.Themoreiwent,themore

hegroaned,whichinturnmademeaswetasa

fountain

Him;Rif.stopbaby.pleaseI

Istopedandlookedintohiseyes

Him;soyou'retryingtoproveapoint 

me;maybe 

Him;wellGameover.NowItsmyturn 

Me;Siya 

Him;takeoffyourclothes 

Me;whydon'tyoutakethemoffforme 



Him;takethemoffnow 

Me;whatareyougoingtodo 

Him;Iamgoingtomakeyoupayfordisobeying

me 

Me;wellitsaboutdamntime.Iwasstartingto

thinkyouhadlostyourtouch 

Him;(giggles)never

Siyalookedintomyeyes,andrippedmyshirt

dressopen

Me;HeyNofair.Thisismyfavoritedress 

Him;wellI'llbuyyouanotherone 

Me;good.Nowmaketakeme

Siyaputmenthebedandputhisheadbetween

mythighs.Igaspedforairasifelthimgo



savageonmetilliletgoofeveryintensityinmy

boyandcollapsedaroundhim

IwantedtotellSiyatostopbuthemyvoicewas

gone.icouldn'tdoit.anditwasobvioushehad

nointentionofstopping.Insteadhewantedto

punishmeandhewasgoingtousesextodoit.

Me;Si 

Him;Mhmmm

Me;Si

Helookedupandsmiled

Me;enough 

Him;notevenclose 

Me;pleasebaby 



Him;dontbabyme.youstartedthis 

me;iwanttofeelyouinsideme

Him;nomam 

Me;Please 

Him;mhmm 

Me;baby 

Him;fine

Siyagotupandwemadeloveforwhatfeltlike

aneternity.

Wefinallystoppedandbothcollapsedineach

othersarms.

Ilookedathimandhopedhewouldbealot

lessangry.Aftertheperformance,iwas

probablygoingtogivebirthearlierthan



intended.Siyacertainlydidn'tholdback,andto

behonestiwasglad.
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IlookedupatSiyaandhiseyeswereclosed.I

couldtellhewasn'tsleeping.Hewasjusttrying

tocatchhisbreathafterthecrazylovemaking

sessionwejusthad.

Iwasn'tsurewhetherhewasstillmadornot,so

decidedtojustlaydownandholdforthebest.

IwasjustabouttolaydownwhenSiyaopened

hiseyes,andiknewthenthathewasbeyond

pissed.



IhurledmyselfuptotrygetawaybutSiyahad

alreadypinnedtothebed,andhewasontopof

mewithbothmywristsinhishands.

IwantedtotellSiyatogetoff,butiwasliterally

frozenandforthelifeofmemymouthcouldn't

formthewords.

IlookedupatSiyaandhiseyeswerebloodshot

red.Hewaspissedandlordknowsiwas

startingtopanic

Helookedatmeandiknewthathewasnotto

bearguedwith

Him:IfyouEVERdisrespectmeinfrontofmy

brotheragainiswearRifiloe.Shitwillhitthefan



Iwantedtotellhimtoletgobutiwasabit

shaken

Him:doimakemyselfclear

Inoddedandhegotangrier

Him:soyou'velostyourabilitytospeaknow

Ididn'trespond,andhestartedtotightenhis

grip

Me:Siyayou'rehurtingme

Him:I'mwaitingforaresponse 

Me:yesSiya.Iheardyou.Nowletgo

InsteadoflettinggoSiyatightenedhisgrip



somemore.

Him:iwillnotdiscussthiswithyouagain.Ifyou

wontrespectmethenthismarriagewillbehell

foryou. 

Don'tthinkevenforsecondthatbecauseyou

knowthatyou'remyweaknessthatIwontmake

goodonmypromise.

Me:Siya,mywrists.Please.Letgo.They're

aching

Siyalookedatmeinsilenceforafewmore

seconds,thenheletgoofmywristsbuthe

didn'tgetoffme.Irubbedmywristsandsaw

thattheywerered,andhadsmallspitsofblood

comingfromthem



Him:Youbettermakesurethattheyaregone

bythetimeigetback.Areweclear.

Inoddedandhegotoffmeandgotdressed.

Isatonthebednakedwonderingwhathadjust

happened.IwassousedtohavingSiyaaround,

Ihadforgottenthathewascapableofturning

intoGhostatanygiventime.

Siyatookonelastdisapprovinglookatmeand

slammedthedoorashewalkedout.

Iletoutahugesighandlaybackdown.My

wristswereboththrobbingandthebabywasn't

exactlygentlewithethewasshekeptonkicking.

Isatupandlookedatherplaying.Italwaysfelt



soweirdtofeelhermove.

Ieventuallygotupandoutonarobe.Ineeded

torinseoffmywristsincoldwaterbeforegoing

downstairs.

Irinsedmywrists,thentookmyphoneand

madeabookingatahotelforDumisaniandhis

wives,thenIwentdowntodeliverthenews

IsawThenjiwealreadystandingatthebottom

ofthestairswithherbagsintow

Her:Iwasjustabouttocomeuptosay

goodbye 

Me:Thenjiwe,Imsosorryabouttheway

Siyabongareacted.Ihonestlydon'tknowwhat

gotintohim



Her:don'tapologize.Weshould'veneverasked

tocomehere.IjustthoughtthatifDumiand

yourhusbandwereforcedtospenttime

togethertheywouldsomehowfindawaytoat

leastbecivil 

Me:wellIguesswewerebothwrong

Her:ishoulderknownbetter.

Me:I'vebookedyouguysintoahotel.Illgetone

ofthedriverstotakeyou

Her:youdidn'thaveto

Me:ItstheleasticandoafterthewaySiya

behaved 

Her:Thankyou

Me:Sho

IwalkedThenjiweoutandoneofthedrivers

drovethemtothehotel,whileiwenttotakea

shower. 



Ishoweredforashortmomentandgotout.My

wristswerethrobbing,andhavingHitwateron

themonlymadethemworse.Soigotdressed,

thenwenttogetthefirstaidkit.Ineededoneof

thosefreezebandagestoputaroundmywrists.

Oncedone,igotintobedandreflectedonwhat

hadhappened,andmybloodstartedtoboil.

HowcouldSiyabehavethewayhedidtowards

me?hehadpromisedtoneverhurtmeandyet

hereiwaswithbandagesaroundmywrists.

Iknowwasoverreactingbutmywristswere

honestlysaw,andtheonlythingthatmadeit

betterwerethebandages.

Igotupandwenttooneofthesparebedrooms

andlockedthedoor.IknowonceSiyagotback

hewouldbeasmoodyasfuck,andhonestlyI

wasn'tinthemood



Igotintothebedanddozedoffimmediately.

Theeventsofthedayhadreallytiredmeout,

andIwelcomedsleepwithopenarms.

Iwokeuptothesoundofaloudbangonthe

door.

Iwasabitoutofitandlookedaroundtosee

whereiwas,wheninoticediwasinthespare

bedroom.

Asecondlaterandthebangingcontinued.Ijust

knewitwasSiya.

Him:OpenthefuckingdoorRifiloe

Irolledmyeyesandwenttoopenthedoor.Siya



bargedinandlookedatmeasigotbackinto

bed.

Iwashonestlyonlyhalfawakeandjustwanted

togetbackintobed

Him:whyareusleepinginhere 

me:canwejustdothisinthemorningSiya.I'm

notinthemood

Him:thencometobed 

Me:imwarmandcomfortablehere

Him:Iwon'trepeatmyself

Me:Si

Ididn'tgettoevenstartmysentence.Siyahad

alreadyyankedmeoffthebedandcarriedme

toourroom.



Ididntcomplain.Insteadijustputmyheadin

hisneckandbreathedinhisdeliciousscent

heputmedownonthebedandidozedoff

againalmostimmediately.IcouldtellSiya

wantedtotalkandprobablyfight,becausehis

eyeswerestillred,butiwasn'tgoingto

entertainhim.Nothingwasgoingtocome

betweenmeandmysleep.Notevenmyraging

angrygangsterpshycohusband.

Siyalookedatmeandshookhishead,then

changedandgotintobedwithme.

Hemadenoefforttocuddleme,soimoved

closertohimandlaymyheadonhischestand

tangledmyfeetwithhis.

Hemaybemad,andquitefranklysowasi.But



rightnowallthatmatteredwasmyneedtobe

inhisarms.Round2wouldhavetowaitfor

tomorrow.
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IwokeupthefollowingmorningandheardSiya

intheshower.Iwashonestlysomadathimfor

whathedid.Iknowhewasangry,buthow

couldhebesocruel?Sowasthisgoingtobe

mylifenow.WouldIhavetofearmyhusband?

Whycouldhethinkthatthiswasok?

Igotoutofbed,andwenttotheclosettofetch

afewofmythings,thenwenttoshowerinone

ofthesparebedrooms.Iactuallydecidedto

moveintooneofthebedrooms.WhatSiyadid

wasn’tOk.Hepromisedhewouldn’thurtme



physicallyagain,andyethereIwaswith

bandagedwrists.

Aftermyshower,Ichangedintomyworkout

gear,andheadedforbreakfast.IIfound

OlwethoandSiyastilleatingso,Ijoinedthem.I

satnexttoOlwethoanddishedupformyself

Him;mommy.Whathappenedtoyourwrists?

IlookedatSiyaandhelookedaway

Me;Iburnedmyselfboy 

Him;sorrymommy 

Me;don’tworryaboutit.Eatup.You’regoingto

belateforschool 

Him;I’mdone 



Me;runupstairsandbrushyourteeth.I’lltake

youtoschool

Olwethogotupandranupstairs,leavingusin

anawkwardsilence.Iwasn’tgoingtobotherto

fightwithSiyaaboutthis.Heknewhewas

wrongandifhewasn’tgoingtosaysomething

aboutit,thenneitherwouldI

OlwethocamedownandIgotuptohelphim

withhisbag

Him;I’mallreadymommy 

Me;come.Letsgo 

Him;Ok

HegaveSiyaakissgoodbye,thenlookedover

atme



Me;what 

Him;aren’tyougoingtokissdaddy

OhGoshOlwethohonestlyhadnosenseof

timing.ThelastthingIwantedwastobenear

Siya,butatthesametimeIdidn’twantOlwetho

knowingwhenSiyaandIwerefighting.Idon’t

wanttoburdenhimwithourproblems

IwenttoSiyaandgavehimakissonthecheek,

andheheldontomywaist.Ilookeddownand

forthefirsttimesincethisthinghappenedmy

eyeswatered.It’sasthoughSiyaandIwould

nevertrulyfindpeace.Everythingwasgoingso

wellforthepastfewmonths,andnowherewe

werewithmoresecrets. 

Ilookedawaybeforemytearscouldfall.I

refusedtocryinfrontofOlwetho. 

Me;(clearsthroat)weshouldgetgoing



Siyadidn’tletgo,insteadhekissedmystomach,

andstoodup

Him;weneedtotalk 

Me;I’mtakingOlwethotoschool 

Him;theguardscantakehim 

Me;no 

Him;(sigh)fine

Siyaletgo,andItookOlwethotoschool.I

wantedtowalkhiminbutherefused.Hesaid

somethingaboutbeingoldenoughtowalkby

himself,andIjustsmiledandwaved.Butthen

heranbackoutandIlookedathimconfused

Him;Iforgottokissmybabysister 



Me;wellgoahead

Heleanedandkissedmystomach,thenran

inside,becausetheschoolguardswereclosing

thegates.

Iwavedonelasttime,thenwentbacktomycar.

Icouldseetheguardsinmyreviewmirror,andI

knewtheywerefollowingme.Itookadeep

breathe,andwenttothegym.Icould’veworked

outatthegymatthehouse,butIwantinthe

moodtobelockedupinthehouse.Ineededto

beoutandabout.

Iworkedoutforanhour,thendecidedtogo

shopping.Wehadbeensobusythelastfew

months,thatwehadn’tevenstartedgettingthe

nurseryready. 

Istartedwiththebigthingsfirst.IknewI



wouldn’tbeabletokeeponmyfeetfortoolong,

somybestoptionwouldbetostartwiththe

furniture,thenmovetotoys,andthenclothing

Iboughtallfurniture,thengavethemthe

addressforittobedelivered.Thenlefttogo

home. 

Myfeetwerehellofaswollen,andthefactthat

Ihadsecurityfollowingme,justmadethings

worse.

WhenIgothomeIwentstraighttothelounge,

toputmyfeetup,andtomysurpriseSiyawas

inthediningroomwiththechief. 

Ihonestlywasnotinthemoodtobethecordial,

nicemakoti.Ijustwantedtoputmyfeetupand

relax.AndtomakethingsworseIwasinmy

gymgear. 

Theybothlookedatme,andIcouldtellthe



chiefdisapprovedonwhatIwaswearing.

Igreetedthem,thenwentupstairstomyroom.I

neededahotshowerandhopefullytheywould

begonebythetimeIcameout

WhenIcameouttheshowerSiyawassittingon

thebedwaitingforme.Iwalkedpassedhim

andwenttotheclosettogetdressed.Ifhe

wantedtosaysomethingthenitwouldhaveto

waittillIwasatleastdecent

Igotdressedinoneofmymanymaxidresses,

andsandals.Siyawasstandingbehindmethe

wholetime,andhonestlyIwasstartingtoget

annoyed

Me;areyougoingtojuststandthereoristhere

somethingyouwanttosay 



Him;wherehaveyoubeen 

Me;askyoursecuritydetail 

Him;(sigh)weneedtotalk 

Me;youhaveaguestdownstairs 

Him;Iknow.That’swhatIneedtotalktoyou

about 

Me;WhatisitSiya 

Him;comedownstairs 

Me;what’sgoingon 

Him;come

Iwalkeddownstairs,withmyheartinmythroat.

SomethingaboutSiya’scalmnessseemedoff.I

justknewwhateverhewantedtotalkaboutwas

goingtobebig

IsatoppositeSiyaandtheChiefsatatthehead



ofthetable.Sibongilehadboughtthrough

somedrinks,soIoptedforabottleofwater.

Chief:(clearsthroat) 

Siya:AhmhRifiloe.Ineedtotellyousomething 

Me:Si…You’rescaringme 

Siya;ahmmmIt’sjustthat

Chief;GettothepointNdota 

Siya;Iknowthiswillcomeasashock.ButIt’s

beyondmycontrol 

Me;whatisit 

Him;IhavedecidedIneedtotakeasecond

wife

IlookedatSiya,thenatthechief.IknowIheard

Siyabutthisjustdidn’tsoundright. 

SincewhenwouldSiyawantasecondwife?



Thelasttimehismothersuggestedthishetold

herwheretogetoff,andnowherehewas

tellingmethesamebullshit.
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IstaredatSiyablankly.ImeandidIhonestly

hearhimcorrectly.Didhejusttellmethathe

wantedtotakeasecondwife

Me;sorry.what?IthinkIdidn’thearyouright 

Chief;YouheardhimMakoti.Heistakinga

secondwife

IlookedatthisidiotChiefsittingonmytable

andfeltliketellinghimtogetlost.Ilookedat

myhusbandandhewouldn’tlookatme



Me;Si…Ndhlovu.Why?

Chief;becauseitisourcustom

IlookedatSiyaandexpectedhimtorespond,

buthedidn’t.Hewaslookingawayasthough

hehadnothingtodowiththisconversation.

Me;canIbeexcused

Ilookedatthechief,ThenatSiya.Noneofthem

respondedsoItookthedecisionformyself.

Istoodup,andleftthematthetable.Therewas

nouseformetosayanything.Theyhadalready

madethedecisionandsotherewasnothing

furthertobesaid.



IgotupstairsandItoldmyselftobreathe.I

neededtothinkaboutmybaby.Iwasn’tgoing

tolosethischild,becauseofSiya.

Siyawalkedin,asIwasleaningoverthesinkin

thebathroom.IfeltlikeIwasgoingtobringup.

Him;Rifiloe.Iknowthiscomesasashock,butI

needyoutoknowit’snotadecisionthatItook

lightly.Itscomplicated

Me;ok

Siya’slookedatmeasthoughIwerecrazy

Me;Siya.Youcantakeasecond,thirdor

howevermanywivesyouwant.AslongasI’m

notinvolved 

Him;whatdoyoumean

Me;I’mtiredSiya.Tiredoffighting.Tiredof



crying.Ican’tdothisanymore.It’salljusttoo

much 

Him;Rifiloe.Letmeexplain 

Me;ok 

Him;I’mnottakingasecondwife,becauseI

don’tloveyou.OrbecauseIwantto.I’mjust

doingitoutofduty 

Me;duty? 

Him;IfIdon’tmarryher,thenDumisaniwill.And

Rifiloe.Ijustcan’tletthathappen 

Me;Siyayouarenotmakingsense.

Him;RememberItoldyouaboutmeleaving

whenIhadtotakeoveraschief

Me;yes

Him;MyfamilyhadalreadyaskedforNaledi’s

handinmarriage

Me;Naledi 

Him;yes



WhenIfirstheardaboutthisNaledi.Itwasfrom

thesmsfromLinda,andlikeanidiot,Ibelieved

thatSiyahadnomoresecrets. 

Me;whoisthisNaledigirl 

Him;She’sthedaughterofthechiefof

Lesotho. 

Me;soshe’sfromroyalty 

Him;yes 

Me;well.Iwishyouawonderfulmarriage 

Him;baby.Pleasetrytounderstand.Thisisn’t

aboutlove.It’sjustaboutdoingwhat’sright.

Ourfamilyhadmadeapromisetoherfamily

anditsonlyrightthatwesticktoit. 

Me;soletDumisanimarryher

Him;Icantletthemdothat.Dumisaniisanass

Rifiloe.Hewouldtreatherlikedirt

Me;soyouwillbeherknightisshiningarmor 



Him;notexactly.Iwouldn’tbewithherRifiloe.

Youwouldstillbemywife.Shewouldjustbe

thelinktojointhetwohousestogether.Think

aboutwhatthatwouldmeanforthethrone.For

thecountry?MyunclewouldstayaschiefandI

wouldbeinchargeofLesotho’sentiremilitary

base.Whichmeantwewouldhavemore

agents. 

Me;SiyaIdon’tcareaboutallofthat.That’snot

whatIdreamedof.AllI’veeverwantedwasyou

Him;babynothingwouldchange.Iswear 

Me;everythingwouldchangeSiya.Youhardly

haveenoughtimeformeandOlwethoasitis.

Howonearthwouldyoujuggleallofthis?

Him;IwouldmakeitworkRifiloe.AllIneedis

youbymysideandthiswouldwork

IlookedatSiyaandsawthathetrulybelieved

thatthiswouldwork.ButIjustwasn’twillingto



dothisanymore.Ican’tkeepcompetingwith

differentwomantokeepSiya.

Me;Siya.Icannotdothiswithyou.Iloveyou,

butthebaggagethatcomeswithyouistoo

much.You’vehadsecretsfromthebeginning,

andIhaveforgivenyouinallofthem,butnow

thisisjusttoomuch.Youcan’texpectmetobe

okwiththis 

Him;baby,please 

Me;no.youhaveadecisiontomake.Youcan

eitherchoseme,oryoucangoandliveyourlife

thewayyoupleasewithoutme.Iwillnotmake

anymoresacrificesforyou.Thisisit. 

Him;But 

Me;whatwillitbe

SiyalookedatmeconflictedandIjustknew

thatthiswasit.



Me;well.Iguessyou’vemadeyouchoice

Him;Rifiloe.Wait

JustasIwasabouttowalkouttherewasa

knockonthedoor.Siyagotupandwentto

open,andSibongilewasontheotherside

Her;sorrytodisturbSir.AhhmButThechief

hasaskedmetoaskyoutobothcomedown 

Him;Ok.We’llbetherenow

SibongileleftandSiyalookedatme

Him;weshouldgodown 

Me;no.Iwontbesummonedinmyowhouse 

Him;Rifiloe.Please.Canwejusttalkaboutthis



oncehe’sgone? 

Me;whichiswhen 

Him;Idon’tknow

ItookadeepbreathandlookedatSiya.How

wasthishappening?HowwasIlosingtheonly

manItrulylove?

ItookasteptowardsSiyaandputmyhandin

his

Me;Siya.Please.I’mbeggingyou.Don’tdothis.

Don’tdestroyeverythingwehaveworkedso

hardtobuild.(Sniff)Thinkofhowfarwehave

come.Please,I’lldoanything.I’lltryharder.I’ll

bemorerespectful.I’lllistentoyou.Iwon’tfight

youeverychanceIget.JustpleaseSiya.Don’t

dothistous.Toourfamily.Don’tbreakus



Siyawipedawayatearfrommyeyes.Itriedto

controlmyshakinghandsbutIjustcouldn’t.

Him;baby.Justtrytounderstand.I’msureif

youjustthinkaboutit.Youwillseethatitsmot

muchofabigdeal.It’snotlikeIwillbeintimate

withher.Oractuallyhavearelationshipwithher.

It’salljustforshow.

Me;soyou’rechoosingheroverus 

Him;no.I’m 

Me;don’tbother.It’sobviouswhereIstand

Itookmyhandoutofhishandandwalked

downstairs.Therewasnousearguing.Siyahad

madeitcrystalclearwhathevaluedmost,and

asalwayshewaschoosingsomethingoverme.



Isatatthediningroomtablewiththechiefand

Siya,andjustwaitedtohearwhattheywanted

tosay.

Chief:sohaveyoutwocometoan

understanding? 

Siya;Wewerestilldiscussingitmalume. 

Chief;Idon’tseewhatissodifficultto

understandhere.Thisisyourduty,andnothing

canchangethat 

Siya;Iknow.ButthisisallverynewtoRifiloe.I

justneedmoretimetomakeherunderstand 

Chief;wedon’thavetime.Weleavetonightto

gofinishofftalksabouttheLobola.Idon’t

understandwhyyouinsistedonhavinguscome

allthewaybackhere.Thisallcould’vebeen

settledyesterdayalready.



Me;soyesterday,whenyousaidyouwereaway

onbusinessyouwereactuallywithher 

Siya;yes.No.It’snot 

Me;ItsfineSiya.Youdon’thavetosayanother

word.Iwillmakethingseasyforyou.

Iturnedandlookedatthechief

Me;SiyawillmarryNaledi. 

Chief;good.Nowyoumayexcuseus.Weneed

todiscusssomeotherimportantantdetails

aboutthelivingarrangement 

Me;oh.Don’tworryaboutthat.Naledicanstay

herewithherHusband.Iwillstayinmyown

house 

Siya;Never 

Chief;thatsoundsreasonable

Me;I’llgopack 



Siya;Rifiloewait

Igotupandwenttofetchmyhandbagupstairs.

Ididn’tevenbotherpacking.Ineededtogetout

ofhere,beforeIbreak.Irefusetoletthemsee

mecry. 

Itookmyback,andwenttothesafetofetch

thekeysformytownhouse.Thenwentback

downstairs.

Siyastoodupwhenhesawmeapproaching

Him;youcan’tbedonealready 

Me;Illsendsomeonetofetchtherestofmy

stuff 

Him;canIjusttalktoyouRifiloe

Me;noneed.Wewouldn’twantyoutokeepthe

chiefwaiting.



IlookedatSiyaonelasttime,hopingtosee

somethingthatwouldgivemehope,butthere

wasnothing.Iwantedtoseehimastheman

thatIfellinlovewith2yearsago.Iwantedto

seemyhusband,butthemanstandinginfront

ofmewasnowherenearwhatIthoughthewas.

Andnowitwastimeformetofinallylethimgo.
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Igotinmycar,andmadeashortprayer.I

neededtobecalm,soIcouldgethome.The

lastthingIneededwastohurtmybaby.

BecauseofSiyaandhisdrama.

Istartedthecar,andwantedtogostraightto

theairport,butthenOlwethopoppedintomy



mind.

HowdoIleavehimherewithSiya?Olwethowas

likemyveryown,andIcouldjustdisappearon

him.Itwouldn’tbefair,butatthesametime,

howdoItakeachildthat’snotmine?

Iswitchedoffthecarandthoughtaboutmy

predicament.IfItookOlwethothatwouldmean

IhavetodealwithSiya,buteitherwayIwas

pregnantwithhischildandIwouldhavetodeal

withhim.

ItookaminutetothinkwhatIwasgoingtodo.I

hadtoputmyfeelingsasideanddowhatwas

bestforthechildren.IfIleftOlwethothatwould

meanhewouldbeleftwithSibongile24/7andI

justwasn’thavingit.Olwethomaynotbemy

blood,butheismyson,andIwon’tlethimgo,



justbecauseofhisstupidfather. 

SoIswallowedmypride,andcalledSiya

Him;Baby 

Me;Ineedtotalktoyou 

Him;comeinside 

Me;Idon’twanttotalkinfrontofyouruncle

Him;whereareyou 

Me;inthegarage 

Him;I’mcoming

Iwipedmyeyes,andtookadeeperbreath.Ihad

toremaincalm.IamsickofgivingSiyamy

power.

Siyasteppedintothecarandlookedatme.



Him;I’mgladyouhaven’tleft

Me;IamleavingSiya,Ijustneededtospeakto

youaboutsomething 

Him;what 

Me;IwanttotakeOlwethotoJHBwithme 

Him;no 

Me;Siyahearmeout 

Him;NoRifiloe

Me;Siyajusttrytoputwhateverisgoingon

betweenusaside.ThisisaboutOlwetho.We

bothknowitwouldn’tberightformetoleave

himhere 

Him;Rifiloe.Youaren’tgoinganywheretillIsay

so.Sothereisnouseforyoutothinkthat

you’regoinganywhere

Me;Siya 

Him;No.youneedtolistentomeandlisten

carefully.Iknowthisisnotideal.ButyouandI



willtalkaboutthisandfindawaythroughit.I’m

notlosingyou.Notbecauseofthis 

Me;Tellmesomething.Andpleasetrytobe

honest 

Him;ok 

Me;Howlonghaveyoubeendiscussingthis

withyourfamilybehindmyback 

Him;Rifiloe 

Me;NoSiya.Youleftourhome,andwentto

Lesothotogospeakwiththefamilyofagirl

thatyouplanonmarrying,andyoudidn’tthinkit

wasimportantforyoutotellme 

Him;baby 

Me;No.SiyaIamnotinterestedanymore.You

havehurtmeoverandoveragain.Andright

nowIcannottakeitanymore.Idon’twanttobe

inthismarriage.IcrymorethatIlaugh.Wefight

every2secondsandIamjustoverit.Siyawe

haveababyontheway.Iwanttobehappy,so



thatIcanbeagoodmother.Iwon’tbeableto

begoodmotherifIaminarelationshipwitha

manwhoconstantlyhurtsme 

Him;baby 

Me;Siya.Please.Forthesakeofourchildren.

Letmego.Gooutandliveyourdream.Bethe

headoftheforce.TakeoverLesotho.Doitall.

Justletmeandmychildrenbe.Please.Iam

beggingyou

Him;what’sallofthiswithoutyou 

Me;I’veneveraskedyoutobethisheroguy.All

I’veeveraskedisthatyoulovemeenoughtobe

honestwithme.YouhaveruinmeSiya.Ican

nevertrulybehappyagain.Icanneverbewith

anotherman,becauseIlovedyousodeeply,

andyoutookmyheartandsteppedonitevery

chanceyougot.SiyaIgaveupeverything.Siya

myparentsaredead.BecauseIwasassociated

withyou,andyousitinthereandletthatman

mistreatmeinmyownhouseandyousay



nothing.YouweresupposedtoprotectmeSiya.

Inearlydiedtwiceforyouandstillyoucome

homeandtellmeyouwanttomarrysomegirl,

becausesheisfromroyalty 

Him;(silence) 

Me;soplease(sniff)justletmego.This

marriagehasrunitscourseSiya.Wecannever

comebackfromthis.Thereisjusttoomuch

hurt

Him;(sigh)sowhatareyousaying 

Me;Iamsaying.Ineedtogetawayfromthis

entiresituation.Iwanttogivebirthandenjoy

mybaby.IwantOlwethotobewithhissister.I

justwanttobreathe 

Him;soyou’renotthinkingofadivorce 

Me;Iam.ButfirstIwanttohavethebaby.It’s

alltoomuchrightnow.Butyes.Eventuallywe

willbeheadeddownthatroad 

Him;Iwon’tletthathappen 



Me;I’mnotdiscussingthiswithyou.RightnowI

justwantOlwethoandIoutofhere 

Him;isthereanywayIcanconvinceyouto

stay 

Me;no

Him;inthatcaseI’llgiveyouthespaceyou

require.Butundersomeconditions

Me;conditions?

Him;Ineed24hourstogetyourhouseready

regardingsecurity.Iwon’thaveyoulivingin

danger 

Me;howmuchsecurity 

Him;4

Me;outside 

Him;Yes

Me;fine 

Him;andIwantaccesstoyouandmychildren 



Me;wewillarrangeavisitationcalendar 

Him;No.aslongaswearemarried,Idon’twant

younearanymen 

Me;SiyaIam7andahalfmonthspregnant.No

manisgoingtowantme.AndIdon’twantto

eventhinkaboutdating.Butmakenomistake.I

willseeorbewithanymanIwanttobewith.

Don’tthinkforasecondthatIwillletyoudoas

youpleaseregardingmylovelife. 

Him;we’llseeaboutthat 

Me;wellyouhave24hours.I’mgoingtobook

myselfandOlwethointoahotelfortonight 

Him;youdon’tneedto.Youhaveaperfectly

goodenoughhome 

Me;soouwantmetostayhere,whileyougoto

Lesothoanddiscussthedetailsforyournew

wife 

Him;don’tmakeitsoundlikethat 

Me;Itsfacts 



Him;Baby.Iloveyou 

Me;thenletdumisaniMarryher

Him;Rifiloe 

Me;you’reinlovewithher 

Him;No 

Me;Icanseeit 

Him;Rifiloe 

Me;IneedtogofetchOlwethofromschool

Him;I’vealreadysentaguard

IlookedintoSiya’seyes,andjuststartedcrying.

Thereisnothingmorepainfulthenknowingthat

anotherwomanhasreplacedyouinyour

husband’sheart

Him;Rifiloe.Iloveyou.Iknowitdoesn’tlook

likeIdo.ButIreallydo 



Me;(silence) 

Him;justletmemakethisright.IknowIcan.I

justneedtime

Me;Siya.Youaremarryinganotherwoman.She

willbeyourwife.Yourfamilywillexpectaheir,

andwhataboutme?Iwillbethecommoner

thateveryonefeelssorryfor.I’msorry,butIwill

neverbeputinsuchasituation. 

Him;itwouldn’tbelikethat 

Me;soyouexpectmetobewithyousexually,

knowingthatyouwerewithherthenight

before 

Him;Rifiloe 

Me;HowwouldyoufeelifIweretodothesame?

IfIweretosleepwithaman.Havehimtouch

me.Havehimkissme.Havehimdothingsto

methatonlyyouwereallowedtodo,andthen

comehometoyouhaveyoudothesame?



Siyatightenedhisfists,andclenchedhisjaw

Me;maybeIshoulddothat.MaybeIshouldjust

throwmyselfatthefirstmanIcomeincontact

with.Orbetteryet,IshouldmaybecallJason.

Judgingbythewayhekissedme,I’mpretty

sureheknowswhathe’sdoinginthebedroom.

PlusI’veneverbeenwithawhitemanbefore.

Apparentlytheyaremuchbetterloversthan

blackme.

Him;Rifiloe.Iamwarningyou.Iknowwhatyou

aretryingtodo.Andbelievemeitsworking. 

Me;Idon’tknowwhatyouaretalkingabout.I’m

justthinkingaboutit

Him;IsweartoGod 

Me;what?Willyouhitme?Orwillyoukillevery

guyIcomeincontactwith? 

Him;youarebeingunfair 

Me;(laughing)Me?Unfair?NoSiya.Youarethe

onewhoisunfair.Youexpectmetosayyesto



allthebullshityoubringintomylife?Never.I

am26yearsoldforGod’ssake.Iamtooyoung

todiefromstressbecauseofyou.Fromnowon

IwilllivemylifethewayIseefit

Him;soyouwillbecomeawhore 

Me;Ifthat’swhatIwantthenyes. 

Him;Rifiloe

Me;whatSiya?Youareallowedtodoasyou

pleasemos.Idon’tseewhyIcan’t 

Him;becauseIamyourhusband 

Me;notforlong 

Him;soyouaregoingtorunoutofthis

marriage,likeyoudidwiththeonewithBullet 

Me;yes.BecauseIknowwhatIamworth.The

biggestmistakeIevermadewasnotgiving

Hlokesanotherchance.IfonlyIhad,Iwouldn’t

besittinghereasmiserableaseverwithaman

whohasnoregardsformyfeelings



Him;don’tyoudare 

Me;it’sthetruth.IfIhadonlylistenedtomy

mother.Iwouldbelivingmyhappilyeverafter.

Him;Iamgoingtoleavenow.BeforeIdo

somethingwewillbothregret.

Siyagotoutandbangedthecardoor.Ihonestly

didn’tcarethathewasangry.Thismanhasput

methroughenough.IhavetriedeverythingI

possiblycouldtomakethiswork,butnowI

couldn’tdoanymore.Nowitwastimeformeto

takecareofmeandmychildren.Thelastthing

onmymindwouldbeanotherman.
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IletSiyago,andImadeabookingforOlwetho



andIintotheone&onlyhotelatthewaterfront.

LuckilyOlwethoarrivedandIweleft..

Him;Mommywherearegoing

Me;wewilltalkwhenwegettothehotel.Rather

tellmehowyourdaywas

Olwethoexcitedlytoldmeabouthisday,and

whathedid.Hewasexcitedhewasgoingon

holidaysoon.Iletoutasighofrelief,because

hedidn’tseemtoworriedaboutstayingatthe

hotel 

Whenwegottothehotel,Iorderedusdinner,

andwewenttoourroom. 

IbathedOlwetho,gavehimhisdinner,andthen

puthimtobed.

Him;somommy.WearegoingtoliveinJoburg



andDaddyisgoingtostayhere 

Me;yeslove 

Him;why 

Me;(sigh) 

Him;butMommyIloveyouanddaddy.Idon’t

wanttobewithouthim 

Me;Olwetho.Wewillbefine.Youwillmakenew

friendsandhaveyourlittlesistertolook

forwardto

Him;ok 

Me;Iloveyou. 

Him;Iloveyoutoomommy 

Me;getsomerest.Weleavetomorrow 

Him;ok

Me;goodnightboy 

Him;nightmommy



IleftOlwethoandwenttotheotherbedroom.I

desperatelyneededtoputmyfeetup.Today

hadbeenanemotionalday,andIjustneededto

sleep 

Igotintobed,andfellasleepalmost

immediately.Iwassorelivedtofeelmybaby

move.Atleastshewasn’taffectedbythis

wholecrazythingthatismylife.

Wewokeupthefollowingmorningwith

Olwethojumpingupanddownonthebed.

Him;mommy,mommywakeup.Daddyisin

here 

Me;Olwethohaaman 

Him;reallymommy.Daddyishere 

Me;where

Him;inthelounge



IgotupandlookedatOlwethowhowassmiling.

Me;areyouserious?

Him;yesmommy. 

Me;Ok.I’llbetherenow 

Him;ok

Hejumpedoffthebed,andIwenttothe

bathroomtofreshenup.Thentookamoment

tobreathe.Ihadn’tevenhadbreakfastyet,and

hewasalreadyhereforround2.Nottomention

thefactthathejustwalkedintomyhotel

withoutpermission.

IwalkedintotheloungeandfoundSiyasitting

thereasthoughallwaswellwiththeworld.I

walkedpassedhimtoorderbreakfast.Then



wenttositnexttohim.IfIwasgoingtohaveto

Me;Morning 

Him;Hi 

Me;Olwetho.Whydon’tyougoandwatchTVin

theroomyousleptin.I’llcallyouwhen

breakfastisready 

Him;Okmommy

Olwethogotupandwenttothebedroom,while

IstayedwithSiya

Me;sowhatareyoudoinghere 

Him;ItoldyouIwillhaveaccesstoyouandmy

children 

Me;soyoucameallthewayhereat6inthe

morningtoannoythehelloutofme



Him;wellit’sgoodtoseeyou’restillsassyas

ever 

Me;Siyawhatdoyouwant 

Him;Iwanttodiscussyounotleavingme 

Me;wellyouareoutofluckbuddy,becauseI

amoutthedoorandIamnotlookingback 

Him;well.Yousee,that’swhyI’mhere 

Me;Iamlost

Him;youarenotgoingtoJHB.Youand

Olwethoarecominghome.Andwearegoingto

workthisout 

Me;Siya 

Him;thisisn’tupfordiscussion.

ThelookinSiya’seyes,andthewayhewas

chilledkindofscaredme.Hewaslookingsmug

ashell,andhewaschewinggum,whichis

neveragoodsign 



Me;Iwon’tletyouintimidateme

Him;Idon’tcare.Youarecominghomenow,

andthat’sfinal 

Me;Iwont 

Him;inthatcaseyouleavemenochoice

Siyatypedsomethingonhisphone,andin

came4ofhisguards. 

Me;youcan’tbeserious

Him;doIlooklikeI’mjoking 

Me;Si

Him;youknowwhattheproblemis?Ihave

beenwaytoonice. 

Me;(silence) 

Him;sowhatisit?Willyouwalk,orwillIdrag

yououtofhere

Me;youwouldn’t 



Him;rightnowisnotthetimetomesswithme.

Getmysonandlet’sgo 

Me;Siya…baby…Please.Justtry 

Him;Rifiloe.NOW

ThewaySiyastoodup,mademeleapupin

fear. 

IrantoOlwetho’sroomandlockedthedoor.

TherewasnowayIwasgoingtoletSiyatake

mebacktothathouse.IfIdid.Iwouldneverget

outofthismarriage.

Olwetholookedupatmenervously.

Him;mommy.What’swrong 

Me;nothingbaby.JustwatchTVwhilemommy

makesacall

Hecontinuedwatching,whileIshakenlytried



callingBoni

Siyabangedonthedoor,andIsteppedaway

Him;OpenthefuckingDoorRifiloe 

ME;Si..SiJust 

Him;IfIgetintherebeforeyouopen,IswearI

willfuckinggomad

IgnoredSiya,andwaitedforBonitoanswer

Her;chummy

Me;Boni.Ineedyourhelp.Siyahaslostit.Heis

goingtokillme 

Her;Rifiloe,slowdown.Whereareyou 

Me;I’mattheone&onlyhotelatthewaterfront 

Her;we’reonourway 



Me;hurryBoni.Please

IdropedtheCallandlookedataconfused

Olwetho.IfSiyawantedtogetinhere,hewould.

IhadnochoicebuttoleaveOlwethoinhere,

andtrytocalmSiyadown

Me;Olwetho.WhenIgoout,Iwantyoutolock

thedoor.Donotopenuntilmommytellsyouto

Ok

Him;Ok 

Me;Gimmeakiss

Olwethostoodupandgavemeakiss.ThenI

openedthedoorandcloseditbehindme.

ThankfullyOlwetholistenedandlockedit

immediatelywhenIsteppedout



Me;Siyayouneedtocalmdown 

Him;Calmdown?Youaretryingtoleaveme.

Howthehelldoyouexpectmetocalmdown

Me;baby.Canyoujustgettheguardstoleave.

Andwecandiscussthis.PleaseSiya

Him:Nothingtodiscuss.Youaremywife,and

youwillstaybymyside.

IwentbackandforthSiya,tillihadnomore

energyleft.Siyawasn'tbudging,andthattruly

scaredme.

Him:Rifiloeyoupromisedmeforbetteror

worse.Thisistheworse,butwewillgetthrough

it.Wealwaysdo

IwantedtoanswerSiya,butthenHlokesbarged

inwithBoni.



SiyalookedatHlokesthenatmeand

immediatelyclenchedhisfist

Him:Bulletgetoutifhere

Hlokes:dude.Whatsgoingon

Him:Nothingthatconcernsyou 

Hlokes:Rifiloewouldn'thavecalledmefor

nothing

Siyalookedatmeandifeltshiversdownmy

spine

Him:soyoucallyourextocomeandhelpyou. 

Me:Siyawhatdidyouexpectmetodo?

Him:soyouweretellingthetruthaboutwanting

tobewithhim



Me:Isaidnosuchthing

Him:well.Shamebecausethereisnothinghe

cando.YouarestayinginCTandthatsfinal

IlookedatHlokesandhelookedatSiyaas

thoughhewereagreeingwithhim.

Me:Hlokesdosomething

Hlokes:Fifi,Siyaisright.ItsbestyoustayinCT

IlookedatHlokesinshock.Hewastheonly

personithoughticouldtrust,andherehewas

now,turninghisbackonme.HowcouldIever

beabletomoveonwhenSiyawantedtocontrol

everyaspectofmylife.
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(Croptopwrittenwithlove)

Itriedunderstandingwhatwasgoingon,butno

onesaidanything.IlookedatBoni,andshe

lookedaspissedasSiyawas.Ican'tbelieve

SiyawouldblatantlysaythatIsaidIwant

Hlokesback.Thiswasjustoneexampleofhow

selfishhewas.HehadnodisregardforBoni's

feelings.Nxa

Me:soyou'rebothtellingmethatihaveno

choiceinanyofthis 

Hlokes:fornow.Yes

Me:Siya,canIspeaktoyoualone 

Siya:theminutewegethome

Me:Siya,pleasedon'tmakemegobackthere.

Please.Idon'twanttolosethisbaby.AndifIgo



backthere,it'sguaranteedthatIwill 

Siya:Rifiloe.Youarebeingdramatic.Juststop

thischaradeandlet'sgohome

ItriedeverythingIcouldtoconvinceSiyatolet

mego,buthewasn'tbudging.Hewasadamant

andihonestlywastotiredtoconvincehim

otherwise.Myheadwaspoundingfromnot

eating,andiwasstartingtofeelnauseous.The

bestthingtodowouldbetogobacktothe

houseandhopeforthebest.

IknockedonOlwetho'sdoorandtoldhimto

openthedoor. 

Heopenedanditookhishandandwalkedout

withtheguards.

Theridehomewasshortandpainful.Iwas

overwhelmedwiththeeventsofthemorning,



andiwasdoingmybestnottoburstintotears

infrontofOlwetho

Whenwegohome,Igooutthecar,andwalked

Olwethotohisroom.Ibathedhime,thenwewe

nohavebreakfast.

HlokesandSiyawereintheoffice,butBoni,had

gonehome.Ihinkshewasupseaboutwhat

Siyahadsaid,andijusthopedthAtshewould

givemeachancetoexplain.

OlwethoandIhadbreakfast,thenIleftHimto

playvideogamesintheloungewhileItriedto

controltheextremeamountnausea 

Pilayonthebedfaceupandjustbreathed.I

hadn'tfeltthebabymovesincelastnightand

withallthedramaIhadinthelast24hrs,that

kindofworriedme.



Imust'vedozedoff,becauseIwaswokenup

Siya

Him:weneedtotalk 

Me:canyoutakemetothedoctorfirst? 

Him:why 

Me:I'mnotfeelingwell 

Him:I'llgetbullettogiveyouacheckup

Me:I'dprefertoseemyGyne 

Him:Rifiloe.I'dpreferforyounottoleavethe

house 

Me:Soyou'regoingtokeepmelockeduphere 

Him:yes

Me:CantyouaskmyGynetocomehere 

Him:illseewhatIcando 

ME:fine



Heleftmeandidecidedtogobacktosleep.

Myheadwaspounding,andmybackwasjust

killingme.

Iopenedmyeyestoanunusualdiscomfortin

myabdomen. 

Ibreathedinandout,butitdidntstop.Insteadit

gotworse. 

Iheldontothethesheetsandhopedthewave

wouldpassbutitdidn't.

Iwantedtogetupbutthepainwouldn'tletme.I

didn'thaveachoice,buttocalloutforSiya

Heranintotheroom,andlookedatmein

disbelief



Him:Rifiloe.What'swrong. 

Me:Idon'tknow.Butthisdoesn'tfeelright

Him:ohGod

Me;Ineedtogettoahospital 

Him:yourdoctorisonhisway

Me:Siya.Thiscan'twait.

Hepulledouthisphoneanddialledthedoctor.I

wasn'tconserntratingonhisconversation,buti

couldseethatwhateverthedoctorwassaying

wasmakingSiyamadashell,becausehekept

clenchinghisfists.Andthatwasneveragood

sign.

Siyaputthecalldownandlookedatme

worryingly

Me:Siya,don'tjustlookatme.Whereisthe



doctor 

Him:we'regoingtohavetogetyoutoa

hospital 

Me:Ifuckingsaidthathalfanhourago

Him:canyougetup 

Me:Idon'tthinkso

SiyawAlkedtowardsmeandscoopedmeupas

thouIweighednothing.

Whenwearrivedatthehospital,Iwastaken

directlytotheemergencyroom.

AllIrememberwasbeinggivenasedativeand

toldtorelax.

Iwassoworriedaboutmybaby,butallIprayed



wasforGodtoprotecther.TherewasnowayI

wouldbeabletoliveifIlosther.Sheismylight

attheendofthistunnel.Sheistheonlypositive

thingthathappenedinmymarriage,andiknew

thatlosingherwouldmeantheendofmylife.
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Wheniwokeupiwasstillinhospital.Thefirst

thingIdidwaschecktoseethatmybabywas

ok,andthankfully,shewasstillinmytummy.

Iletoutasighofrelief.Atleastitlookedlike

Godwasstillinmycorner

IsawSiyaoutofthecornerofmyeye.Hewas

onthephonewiththechief.Icouldtellthey



werespeakingaboutNaledi.Andimyheartjust

broke.HereIwasinhospitalandallSiyacared

aboutwasthisNaledigirl.

Ilookedaway,asSiyaturnedaround,butitwas

toolate.HeknewIhadbeenlisteningtohis

conversation.Hewrappeduphiscallandcame

tositnexttome

Him:howyoufeeling 

Me:better

Him:yougavemequiteascare.IthoughtIhad

lostyouthereforasecond

Ididn'tanswerhim.Ijustlookeddownand

playedwithmyfingers.

Him:I'mgoingtocallthedoctorandlethim



knowthatyou'reawake.Caningetyou

anything 

Me:nothing.I'mgood 

Him:ok

Helefthisphoneonthetableandwentout.I

lookedathisphoneandfelttemptedtogo

throughit.ThereweresomanythingsthatI

neededanswersforandiknewSiyawouldn'tbe

honestwithme.

Ipickeduphisphoneandthankfullyhis

passwordwasstillthesame.Iwasabouttogo

throughhisemailswhenacallcamein.

Thenumberwasaforeignnumber,soIjust

knewitwasNaledi



Me:Hello

Her:(silence)

Me:Helloisanyonethere 

Her:yes.HI 

Me;(silence) 

Her;Ahmmm.Isitpossibleformetospeakto

Siyabonga 

Me:(silence)

Her:canyouhearme 

Me;whoamItalkingto

Her:mynameisNaledi

Me:Isee

Her:I'msorry.I'llphonebackwhenhe's

available

Sheputthecalldown,andiwipedawaya

tear,frommyeye.



SincehearingaboutNaledi,Ithadallfeltlikea

dream,buthearinghervoicejadeitareality.

IlookedthroughSiyasphotosandmostof

themwereofMeandOlwetho.ButthenIfound

oneofaladyIdidn'tknowof,andIjustknewit

washer.Shewasthebeautifulvoluptuous

womanwhohadcapturedSiyasheart.

IputdownSiyasphone.Andtriedgoingbackto

sleep,butthenSiyawalkedinwiththedoctor. 

Igavehimhisphoneandhelookedatme

questionably,butIdidn'tsayanything.Ijust

lookedatthedoctorandwaitedforan

explanationfromhim.

Him:MrsNdhlovu.Youhavebeenveryverybad.

Whatdidwesayabouttakingthingseasy



IlookedatMydoctorandhelookeddead

serious

Me:it'sbeenaroughcoupleofdays 

Him:Icanseethat.WellI'vegotgoodnewsand

badnews.Whichnewswouldyouliketohear

first?

Me:;thebad 

Him:well,thebadnewsisthatyouhave

developedpre-eclampsia 

Me:prewhat

Him:Pre-eclampsia.It'saconditionthatis

developedbysomewomanintheirlast

trimester.It'scausedbyalotofdifferentthings,

butinyourcaseduetostress,whichleadto

highbloodpressure,whichthenresultsinpre-

eclampsia.Whichisn'tgoodforeitheryouor

thebaby 



Me:istheretreatmentforit

Him:wellthegoodnewsisthatwecaughtthis

early.Yourkidneyshaven'tbeenaffectedasyet,

andwewereabletodoabloodtransfusion,to

helpyouout

Me:ismybabyok 

Him:she'sfine.Butifyoucarryonthisway,she

won'tbe.

Me:ilktrybemorecareful

Him:I'mnotleavingthatuptoyou.Youare

goingtostayhereforatleasta2weeks.Ineed

tomonitoryouandthebabyveryclosely

Siyalookedatthedoctorandthenatme

Him:2weeks? 

Doc:yes

Him:Ican'thaveherherefor2weeks



Doc:wellit'seitherthatoryouletthemdie.

Whichonewillitbe 

Him:isthereanywaywecouldset-upeverything

atthehouse. 

Doc:wecould.Butthecostsofall,thethings

weneedwouldbethroughtheroof.Ican't

transportherbackandforthfromthehouseto

thehospital,everytimeineedtoconductatest

Him:moneyisn'tanissue.Whenwillyoube

abletogetthissorted 

Doc:givemeafewdays 

Him:youhave24hrs

TheDoctorshookhishead,andleftus.He

obviouslyknewnottoarguewithSiya.

Him:whatwereyoudoingwithmyphone 

Me:Iansweredacallfromyourwife 



Him:YOUaremywife 

Me:andyetYOUareinlovewithanother

womanNotthatIblameyou.Sheisquite

beautiful 

Him:Rifiloe

Me:saveit.Isawherpictureonyourphone. 

Him:it'snotwhatyouthink

Me;doesn'tmatter.Youaregoingtomarryher,

andihavenosayinitwhatsoever. 

Him:canwenotdothisnow.Youheardwhat

thedoctorsaidaboutstress 

Me:ohsonowyoucare 

Him:I'vealwayscared

Me:well,you'vegotashittywayofshowingit

Him:butitdoesn'tmeanthatIdon'tloveyou 

Me:love?Idon'tthinkyouknowthemeaningof

that



Siyawasabouttosaysomething,butthenhis

phonerang.HelookedatthecallerIDandthen

atme

Me:goahead.Youknowyouwanttotalktoher

HimcanyoustopbeingsoDamnchildish

Me;howaboutyoustopbeingsuchadick,then

maybe.JustmaybeIcanstartbeingchildish 

Him;mxm 

Me;youshouldleave 

Him:Iwill.Butdon'tthinkthatyoucanrunaway.

Ihaveguardsoutsideyourdoor. 

ME:Iwouldn'texpectanythinglessfrom

someonelikeyou 

Him:youbetterstartgettingusedtotheidea,

becausethereisnothingyoucandoaboutit.So

stoptryingtofightmeeverychanceyouget,



andlookaftermybaby

Siyaleft,andiletoutasighofrelief.Iwasso

tiredoffightingwithhim,andijustdidn'tknow

howtogetoutofthissituation.Siyawasnot

backingoutandidon'tknowifIhavethe

strengthtofighthim
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SoonafterSiyaleft,Hlokeswalkedinwitha

bunchofflowers,agiftbasketand2getwell

soonballoons

Him:Heyyou

Me:Hey



Him:Iboughtyouafewthingstobrightenup

yourroom 

Me:Thankyou

Him:youlookverypale

Me:whythankyouforpointingouttheobvious 

Him:evenaspaleasyouare,youarestill

beautiful 

Me:thankyou

Hlokesputdownallmythingsandsatnextto

me.

Him:howareyoufeeling 

Me:I'mfine 

Him:Rifiloeyouneedtostarttakingbettercare

ofyourself.Allthisstressisn'tgoodforyouor

forthebaby



Me:IknowHlokes

Him:Don'tfighthim.Iknowit'shard,butyou

fightinghimisn'tgoingtohelpwithanything.I

knowitdoesn'tlooklikeitbuthereallydoes

loveyou.It'sjustthatamanlikehim,orshouldI

saymenlikeus,struggletodifferentiate

betweenourreallifeandourOpslife

Me:wellyouseemtobedoingjustfine.Boniis

alwayshappyandsheneverhastodealwith

theshitIgothrough

Him:Rifiloe,youaremarriedtoapowerfulman.

Hebasicallyrunsthiscountry.Hehastieswith

themostpowerfulmenintheworld.Amanlike

Siyahaspowerinhisblood.It'stheonething

thatdriveshim. 

Me:soyou'retellingmeIshouldjustlethimdo

ashepleases

Him:no.I'mjustsayingthathehasmessedup.

Bigtime,buthedoesn'tmeanto.Hehasalot

goingonatthemoment.Hisharshnessisn't



exactlyaimedatyou

Me:that'shardtobelieve,sinceI'monthe

receivingendofthis 

Him:RifiloelSiyahasneverbeeninthisplace

before.Hehasneverhadarelationshipthat

lastedlikethis.HeknewallLindawantedwas

money.Hisworkbecamehiseverything.The

womaninhislifewerealljustforpassingtime.

Hehasneverloveduntilhemetyou,andiknow.

Iknowhehadahorriblewayofshowingyou,

butyouneedtounderstandthatheissacred.

Heisscaredoflosingyou.Heisscaredtonot

makehisLesothodealhappen.Alotofpeople.

Eventhepresidentneedthistohappen.Itwill

belikebringing2countriestogether. 

Me:sohesentyouhereospeakonhisbehalf 

Him:no,butilivebothofyou.Andiknowthat

thisisn'teasyforeitherofyou.

Me:helovesherHlokes(sniff) 



Him;Sheisnew.Hedoesn'tknowherflaws.He

doesn'twakeupnexttoher.Heisinfatuated..

notinlove 

Me:Idon'tknowHlokes.Thisisjusttoomuch

Him:I'mnotsayingyoushouldstay.Butjusttry

tobepatient.Iforehisoutbursts.Ignore

everything.Conserntrateonyourbaby. 

Me:howhloke?WhenI'mgoingtobemadeto

watchhimmarryanotherwoman

Him:IwishIcouldsaythiswasgoingtobe

easybutI'dbelying. 

Me:IwantadivorceHlokes.Iwanttolivemy

lifewithouthim.Iwanttojustbehappy

Him:Rifiloe,Siyaisn'tgoingtogiveyoua

divorce.Itdoesn'tmatterwhoyoutalkto.Heis

knowneverywhere.Myadvicewouldbetocalm

down.Ignorehim.Givehimtimetofigurethis

out.Maybeinafewmothsoncethingshave

Seattle'sandtheLesothodealhashappened.



Youcanreassesshowyoufeel,thenbothof

youcandiscussit.Butrightnow,thatisn't

goingtohappen. 

Me;Ishouldn'thavemarriedhim,Ishould've

forgivenyou.Him:don'tsaythatRifiloe.Ihave

myowndemonsthatIfighteveryday

Me:yes,butwewould'vemadeitwork.IsteadI

fellforthismonsterofaman,andnowIam

payingforiteveryday

Him:Please.Pleasedon'teverrepeatthose

wordagain.RifiloeIamaman,andmyfirst

instinctistoactonthosewordsespecially

sinceIstillcareaboutyousomuch

Me:maybeinanotherlife 

Him;maybe.Butfornowwebothsticktoour

partnersadtrytomakeitwork 

Me:howisBoni

Him:pissed.Ihadn'texactlytoldheraboutour

past



Me:whatdoyoumean

Him:shedidn'tknowthatweweremarried.She

didn'tknowaboutanything.Shejustthoughtwe

werefriendsfrombackhome

Me:whydidtyoutellherthetruth

Him:thesamereasonSiyadidn'ttellyouabout

Naledi.Ididn'twanttoloseherbecauseofyou

Me:I'msorry

Him:Itsnotyourfaultthatfatehadotherplans

forus

Hlokesstayedwithmeforafewhours.Itfelt

goodtospeaktosomeoneabouteverything.I

feltbadthoughbecauseheshould'vespentthis

timefixingthingswithBoni,insteadofbeing

herewithme.ButatthesametimeIdidn'thave

thehearttoaskhimtoleave.



Whenhefinallyleft,Ifeltabitlighter.Istillhell

bentonleavingSiya,butIknewthatIwould

needtogivehimtimetocalmdown.Lethimdo

ashepleasesandhopefullymakehimseethat

thismarriagehasnochanceofsurvival

MyDoctorcheckedonmeeveryhour,and

unfortunatelymybloodpressurewasstillhigh.

Itwasn'tasbadaswhentheyboughtmein,but

itwasstillprettymuchbad.

Iwasgivenanotherinjectiontohelpmesleep.

Thedoctorsaidthemoresleep,thebetteritis

forthebaby,andmyself

WhenIwokeupitwasalreadythefollowingday.

Iwasfeelingmuchmorerelaxedandalotless

nauseous.IthinkthetalkwithHlokeshelped.

Rightnowallthatmatteredwasmybundleof



joy,andnoone.NotevenSiyawasgoingtoruin

myexcitement.

Ihadbreakfastandmydoctorcametogiceme

acheckup.Hewashappywiththewaymy

bloodpressurewasdropping.Hegavememy

meds,andtoldmehewouldbesettingupatthe

house,sohewouldonlyseemelaterthatday.

Thenursesletmetakeashower,andthengot

backItobed.Thenicethingaboutbeinginthe

hospitalwasthateverytimethedoctordida

checkup,hewoulddoanultrasound,andigot

toseemybaby.Shelookedsopeaceful,astho

oblivioustotheeventshappeninginthereal

world.Imadethedoctorprintoutevery

ultrasoundtheydid.Someofthemshewas

suckingherfinger.Theothershewassleeping,

anothershewassmiling,andthatalonemade

feelbetter.



Siyaarrivedjustastheyweredoingan

ultrasound.Hesmiledandsatnexttome.As

before,Imadethenurseprintoutthepicture,

andputItwiththeothers.

Thenursecleanedmeup,theleftSiyaandIIan

awkwardspace.

Him:Howareyoufeeling 

Me:Better

Him:youlookbetter. 

Me:HowsOlwetho?Ithoughtyouwouldbring

Him

Him:IflewhimdowntoKINlastnight

Me:itwould'vebeenniceifyouhaddiscussed

thatwithme 

Him:Youcanseehimwhenyougodownto



KZN

Iwantedtoargue,butthendecidedagainstit.

Olwethowasprobablyhappytobeseehisgogo,

andididn'twanttoraisemybloodpressure.So

insteadItooktheremote,andputontheTV

Him;sothedoctorandhisteamarebusy

settingupathomeme:that'snice 

Him:youshouldbehomebytonight

Me:ok

Him:canIgetyouanything 

Me:alaptop.Ineedtoorderafewmorethings

forthebaby

Him:yourotherorderarrivedyesterday.Iput

everythingtogetherlastnight 

Me:youputittogetherordidyouhavethestaff

doit



Him:Idid 

Me:mhmm 

Him:Ifbeenthinkingofnames 

Me:and 

Him:KhanyisileLesediNdhlovu 

Me:Khanyisilile afterhourmother?

Him:yes,andLesediwasthenameyouwanted 

Me:it'sperfect

Him:I'mgladyoulikeit

Me:Ido

Him:babyI'msorryforallofthis.Thingswere

nevermeanttogetthisbad

Me:Siya,Idon'twanttotalkaboutthis.Ijust

wanttotakecareofmybaby.Youarenota

priorityrightnow,sheis,andthat'sallIcare

about.Youcangoanddowhatmakesyou

happy.IgiveyoumyblessingtomarryNaledi.

Pleasejustletmebe.Iwillliveinthesame



house,Iwillmindmyownbusiness.Iwantmy

babytobehealthy.Whichmeansnomore

stressas.Sostopapologizingandliveyourlife.

Siyadidn'tsayanything.Hedidn'texpectmeto

givein,butlittledidheknowthatIwasn'tgiving

in.Iwasjuststartingtoplaychess,andonceI

hadhimwhereIwantedhim,Iwouldpullthe

rugupfromunderhimandhewouldn'tknow

whathithim.
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AsSiyahadsaid.Iwastransferredthatveryday,

backtothehouse.Theyhadtotallytransformed

themainbedroom,intoasemihospitalroom.

Mydoctorwouldbecheckinginonmeevery

day,whileIhadalive-innursebythenameof



Maria. 

SiyawasinLesothoformyfirstnighthome,

andthatkindofhurt,butIrefusedtoletthatget

tome.MyjobwastomakesurethatIgotthis

bloodpressurelowerthanitis.

AlotofthethingsthatHlokeshadsaidhad

reallyresonatedwithme.Therewasnouse

fightingSiya.It’sbettertojustlethimdoashe

pleases,andformetodome.

Thefollowingmorning,Iwokeupandwentto

takeabath.Siyahadleftstrictinstructionsthat

Iwasnottogetoutofbed,buttherewasno

wayIwaslisteningtothat.Ineededanice

bubblebathandIwasnotgoingtoletSiyastop

mefromhavingthat.Especiallysincehewasall

thewayinflippingLesotho.Nxa



Aftermybath,Iputonmytrackpantsanda

spaghettitopandwenttohavebreakfast.

Iwashopingtowalkaroundthegarden,butI

wastoldtogetbackintobed.Iwantedtoargue,

butthenIheardSiya’svoicecomingfromthe

kitchen,andIdecidedagainstit.ThelastthingI

wantorneedistohavetoarguewithhimfor

wantingfreshair. 

Hewalkedintothediningroom,lookingso

happy.IhonestlyresentedSiya,forcontinuing

todisrespectmethewaythathewas.

Him;Morningbaby 

Me;(silence) 

Him;Sigh

Iputdownmyglassandwentuptomyroom.

EverytimeIsawSiya,Ifeltmyheartbreak,

especiallysinceIknewthathehadjustspent

thenightwithNaledi



Iwenttomyroomandgotintobed.Iknewhe

wasfollowingme,butIrefusedtoacknowledge

him.

Him;soyouaregoingtoignoreme 

Me;HiSiya 

Him;howwasyournight 

Me;finethanks 

Him;I’mglad 

Me;(silence) 

Him;IknowyouareprobablymadthatIhadto

gotoLesotho,But 

Me;Siya,Idon’twanttoknowanythingabout

Lesotho,orNaledi.Youdidn’tseefitforyouto

tellmeaboutthisbefore.SoIdon’tseethe

needforyoutotellmeaboutitnow. 

Him;doyoualwayshavetobesodamn



immature?I’mtryingtomakethisright

Me;really?Wellifyouwantedtomakethings

right,youwould’vetoldmeyouwerespending

thenightwithher 

Him;Ididn’tandhaven’tsleptwithher.Andsure

ashelldon’tplanondoingso.Ifyoucouldjust

letmeexplainthistoyou,thenmaybe,just

maybeyouwouldunderstand 

Me;Explainwhat?ThatthemanIloveisinlove

withsomeoneelse?Anddon’tbotherdenyingit,

becauseitswrittenalloveryourface.Iseeit

whenshecallsyou.Howyoulightup.Ithurts

metothecoreSiya,andyoujustfailto

understandthat 

Him;tellmewhatIcandotomakethisright 

Me;nothing.Thereisnothinginthisworldthat

canmakethisright.Ourmarriageisdestroyed

andthereisnothingleftthateitherofuscando

tofixit.Sowhybother



Him;wecanatleasttryRifiloe.Please 

Me;I’mnotinterestedintrying.Youmadeyour

decisionandnowwebothhavetolivewithit 

Him;I’mnotlosingyouRifiloe.Notnownot

ever 

Me;mhmm

Siya’sphonebeepedandIsawhimlookatme

uncomfortably

Him;Shit 

Me;whatisit 

Him;fuck 

Me;Siya?????

Him;IneedyoutotrustandbelieveIhadno

ideaaboutthis 

Me;aboutwhat 



Him;OhGod 

Me;Siy,stoppasingtheroom.You’remaking

medizzy 

Him;Myunclehasjustarriveddownstairs 

Me;and 

Him;andHe’snotexactlyalone 

Me;whoishewith

Siyalockedourdoor,andsatonthebedfacing

me

Him;Rifiloe.Please.Iambeggingyou.Ihad

nothingtodowiththis.Iwouldneverdothisto

you.PleaseIneedyoutobelieveinme.Iknow

I’vebeenanidiotforthepastcoupleofdays,

andIrealisethat.WhichiswhyIwentto

Lesotho.Justpromisemeyouwon’toverreact

tothis.Please 



Me;Siyayouaren’tmakingsense 

Him;Rifiloe.Iloveyou.Iknowbaby.IknowI

haveashittywayofshowingit,butit’sthetruth 

Me;Siya 

Him;Myuncleisdownstairs,andtheguards

justtoldmethathe’snotalone.Hecamewith

Nalediandsomeofherfamily 

Me;Lordhelpme.Lordhelpme

Him;Baby 

Me;getawayfromme

Him;Rifiloe.Please.Ihadnothingtodowith

this.Iswear.IwenttoLesothotocancelthis

wholething.IsawwhatIwasdoingtoyou

Rifiloe,andIjustcouldn’tgothroughwithit. 

Me;Ican’tkeepdoingthisSiya 

Him;Iknowbaby.AndIjustneedyoutoplease.

Pleaseremaincalm



Me;andit’sabouttimeyoufuckingmanup 

Him;baby 

Me;no.Youhaveallowedthisstupiduncleof

yourstodoashepleasesinourhome.Idon’t

knowwhotheheadofthishouseholdis.

Becauserightnowthatmanhasyoubythe

fuckingballs,andquitefranklyit’sdisgustingto

lookat 

Him;I’mgoingtofixthis

Me;mhmm

Siyagotup,andwentdownstairs,whileIstayed

inourroom.Ineededtocalmdownbefore

goingdowntherebecauseIhadjusthad

enough.Howcouldthisman,lethisfamilywalk

alloverusasthoughwewerenothing. 

Ihadhonestlyjusthadenoughandnowitwas

timetotoughenup.Ididn’tcareaboutmy

marriageanymore,butIsureashellwasn’t



goingtolaydownandwalkaway.Ifthey

wantedafight,Iwasgoingtogivethemone

thattheywouldn’tforget.

Igotupandmadeaprayer.IcalleduponGod

forprotectiononmybaby.Ineededhertobe

safeaboveall. 

OnceIsaidamen,Ifeltlikealoadhadbeen

liftedoffmyshoulders.Nowitwastimetogo

downstairs.

Ifirstlychangedintoadress,andputonadoek.

Iputonsomemakeuptohidemybags,then

putonmyringbeforeIwalkeddown.

IfoundSiyaandhisuncleseatedatthedining

roomtablewithpeopleIguessedwereNaledi’s

uncles. 

Judgingbythetensionintheroom,Icouldtell



thatthingsweren’tgoingtoowell.

Igreetedeveryone,thenwalkedtothelounge,

whereNalediwas. 

Ilookedatherandshelookedupatme.My

firstinstinctwastofuckingjumponher,butI

decidedtoratherkillher(justjoking)Isimply

greetedher,andwenttothekitchentoget

myselfabottleofwater. 

IhavenoideawhenSiyawalkedin,butwhenI

turnedaround,Siyawasstandingbehindme

Him;Youlookgood 

Me;thankyou

Him;I’msorryaboutallofthis 

Me;Idon’tseewhy.Thisiswhatyouwanted 

Him;(sigh) 

Me;excuseme



Him;Myunclewantstospeaktoyou 

Me;notinterested 

Him;Rifiloeplease 

Me;no 

Him;baby.Please

Me;fine 

Irolledmyeyes,andwalkedintothedining

roomwithmyheadheldup.Iwasn’tgoingto

laythesweethumbleBarbiewife.Thatshitwas

over.Iamthesamegirlwhohassatata

boardroomtableandnegotiatedonmanaging

millionsandmillionsofRands.Irefusedtobe

intimidatedbyamanwhothinksheis

everythingjustbecauseheisachief.

IsatnexttoSiyaanddidn’tboworanything.I

justsatdownandlookedathisuncledeadin

theeye



Me;Malume,youwantedtoseeme 

Him;IhearyouconvincedSiyabongatocancel

thenegotiationswithNaledi’sfamily 

Me;SorryMalumeIamconfused.Ithoughtyou

wereheretoapologize 

Him;Apologize 

Me;yes.Apologize 

Him;andwhywouldIbeapologizingtoyou

Me;well,Ifiguredafterthelasttimeyouwerein

MYhouse,andthewayyouspoketome,you

wouldseehowabsolutelyoutofplaceyou

were 

Him;Idonotintentofapologizingforanything.

IamSiyabonga’suncle,andIamhelpinghimdo

whatisright.Didyouhonestlythinkour

ancestorswouldallowhimtomarrya

commoner?



Me;Well.Letmetellyousomethingaboutus

commoners.Wearenotthetypeofwoman

whoaredoormats.Ifyouthinkthatforon

secondyouaregoingtodisrespectmeinmy

houseagain,thenyouhaveanotherthing

coming

Siyaheldontomyhandasawayofcalmingme

down,butlordknowsIwasalreadyon100and

therewasnostoppingmenow

Me;justbytheway,Siyabongawillnotbe

marryingNaledi,withoutmypermission.Hecan

dothatoncewearedivorced,butforthetime

beingtherewillbenowedding.Andifyouthink

ofgoingforwardwithit,Iwillcomedownon

youlikeatonofbricks. 

Him;Howdareyou 

Me;no.Howdareyou.Youhavenorighttodo



asyouplease.EspeciallysinceinorderforSiya

andNaleditobewedhewouldneedmy

permission,bothlegallyandtraditionally.And

somehowyoujustconvenientlyforgotabout

that

Siyaandthechiefbothlookedatmeshocked.I

knewthattheyweren’texpectingmetoknowall

ofthis,butatleastnowtheyknewthatIwas

donewiththeirbullshit.Iftheywantedmetobe

abotch,thenIwasgoingtogivethembitchon

steroids.GonewastheRifiloewhocriedher

lungsout.AllIwantednowwasadivorceandI

planontakinghalfofeverythingSiyaowns.I

havehadtoendureenoughandnowIwas

readyforpayback.
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IleftSiyaandHiscrazypeopleandwentback

tomyroom. 

IhadmadeitcleartoSiyathatIwantedthose

peopleoutmyhouse.Iftheyneededto

negotiate,theycoulddothatathisfamilyhome

inKZN.Iwouldnotbedisrespectedatanyof

thehousesthatweOWN.

Igotupstairs,changedintomytrackpants

again,andgotontobed.Mariagavemesome

pills,andIsleptlikeababythroughoutthe

morning. 

BythetimeIwokeupitwasafter2pm,andSiya

wasinhisofficescreaminghislungsout.I

couldhearhimallthewayfromourroomand

hewasobviouslypissed. 

Ismiledabit,becauseIknewhewasprobably

reallytickedoffatme,buthell.Icouldcareless.

Igoupandwentdownstairstogetsomething

toeat.Iwasinthemoodforanicefruitsalad,



andquitefranklyIwasontopoftheworld. 

Afterhavingmyfruitsalad,Isatonthecouch

withmylaptopandlookedforphotographer.I

wantedtoorganiseapregnancyshoot.

Ideally,Iwould’velovedtohavethephotoshoot

outsideofthehouse,butknowingSiyahe

wouldhuffandpuff.SoIdecidedtoratherhave

itinthegarden.ThatwaySiyawouldn’tgocrazy,

andIwouldgettohavemypics.

Ibookedthephotographer,andthemakeup

artist,allIneedednowwasacoupleofdesigner

outfits. 

IwasusuallyreallycarefulwiththewayIspent

money,butnowIwasoverit.Ididn’treally

care. 

Icalledoneofmydesigners,andaskedthemto

getacoupleofoutfitsforme.Igavehimafew

ideas,thenwentupstairstodiscusstheshoot



withSiya.Ineededhimtogivemydesigner,

photographerandmakeupartistasecuritypass,

sinceIwasbasicallyaprisonerinmyown

house.

Iwalkedintohisoffice,andhedidn’tbother

evenlookingup.Icouldseehewasmad,buthe

wasshitoutofluck,sinceIdidn’tcare.

Him;HowmanytimesdoIneedtotellyouto

knock 

Me;asmanytimesasyouneedto 

Him;whatcanIdoforyouRifiloe 

Me;well,Ineedsecurityclearanceforacouple

ofpeople 

Him;who

Me;myphotographer,makeupartistandmy

designer 



Him;youhaveadesigner 

Me;yes.Ido 

Him;whyarethesepeoplecominghere 

Me;Iamdoingamaternityshoot 

Him;amIinvited 

Me;No 

Him;haw,Rifiloe

Me;haaSiya.Idon’twantyouthere 

Him;butwhatifonedayyoushowyourpictures

toourchild,andsheasksyouwhereIwas.

Whatwouldyoutellher? 

Me;thathewasawhoreandIdidn’twanthimin

theshoot 

Him;Idon’tknowwhethertoslapyouorlaugh 

Me;tryslappingme,andIwillcutyourballsoff 

Him;Imissedyourfeistiness 

Me;sotheclearance 



Him;Illgiveyouclearanceononecontition 

Me;What 

Him;Icanjoinyou 

Me;fine 

Him;done 

Me;beready.Tomorrowat12

Him;thatsoon 

Me;yes

Him;fine

Iwalkedoutandwentupstairs.Andstayed

therefortheremainderofmyday.Siyawasa

grouchasusual,andkeptcheckinguponme

butallIdidwassleepthroughouttheday.

Thefollowingmorningwasthemorningofthe

photoshoot.Siyawasseriousaboutjoiningme,



andwellIjustlethimbe.Therewasnouse

arguingwithhim.AnywayheisLesedi’sfather

afterall,andIwouldjusthavetolivewiththat. 

Itooktonsofpictures,fromelegantones,to

casualones,andevenacoupleofhalf-naked

onesnakedones.Siyawasn’ttoopleasedabout

those,buthejustletmebe. 

Afterthephotoshoot,Siyamademegostraight

tobed,becauseapparentlyIhadwornmyself

outwiththeupsanddownoftheday.Ididn’t

quiteneedthequitetime,butIdecidedtouseit

tolookforadivorceattorney.Ineededa

womanwhowouldrepresentmeperfectly.But

whocouldalsoberuthless. 

SiyamaythinkthathehadwonorthatIwas

overeverything,butIwasn'trollingover.I

wantedoutandnothingwasgoingtostopme. 

Isetupanappointmentwiththeattorney,then

wenttotakeabath.Ineededtowashawaythe

day,andwhatbetterwaytothatthanbyanice



bubblebath.

WhenIcameoutthebathSiyawasonmy

laptop.Ijustknewheknewabouttheattorney.

Iwalkedpassedhimandwenttogetdressedin

myPJ’s.Thengotbackintobed,withSiya

sittingthere

Him;soareyouseriouslygoingforwardwith

this 

Me;yep 

Him;Rifiloe 

Me;yesdear 

Him;Iwillnotgrantadivorce 

Me;we’llsee 

Him;don’tstartsomethingyoucan’tfinish 



Me;mhmm 

Him;I’mseriousRifiloe.Thisisn’tgoingto

happen.Ijustdon’tseewhyyouwanttogo

throughwiththis,whenitwasn’tgoingto

happen 

Me;okSiya 

Him;TherewillbenoDivorcehere.Don’tpush

me 

Me;mhmm 

Him;Rifiloe 

Me;shhhhmaanSiyaI’mtryingtowatchTV

Him;mxm

Siyabargedout,andleftmesmiling.Itfeltgood

tobetheonetohavetheupperhandforonce.

OnceSiyaleftIwasabletogetsomerealrest...

upuntilIfeltapainfulcrampinmyback.Itonly



lastedforafewminutes,butwaspainful

enoughtowakemeup. 

Idriftedbacktosleep,butthenthepaincame

back.Thistimeabitstrongerthanthelast.This

wasdefinitelynotsomethingtotakelightly.The

painwashorrid

Isatupandputthelighton.IrangforMaria,

andtriedSiyaonhismobile.

Him;mhmm 

Me;Si

Him;Rifiloe. 

Me;I….OhGod…Somethingisntright

IheardSiyarunningupthestairs.Maria,wason

thephonewithanambulance. 

Hewalkedinandlookedatmeinshock



Him;baby,whatswrong 

Me;I…..

Iwantedtotellhimaboutthepain,butforthe

lifeofmethewordswouldn’tcomeout.

Siyasatnexttome,andirealisedthatthebed

waswetwithaliquidthatwasmixedwithblood.

IlookedupatSoyandthefearIhiseyes

reflectedmyown

Him:wearegoingtogetthroughthis

Inoddedandtriedtobreaththroughoutthepain.

Siyagotuptochange,whileMariahelpedmeto



cleanmyselfup,andhedressedforthehospital.

Theambulancewastakingawhile,Siyahadme

airliftedtothehospital

Whenwearrivedatthehospital,mydoctor

bookedmeinforanemergencyc-section.

Apparentlymybloodpressurehadgottenworse

andthebaby'sheartbeatwasdecreasing.

Siyawaswithmeeverystepoftheway.From

whenwearrivedtowhenwetheyadministered

theepidural.Heneverleftmysideanddespite

thethingsthatwerehappeningbetweenus.I

reallyappreciatedhissupport.Hekepton

reassuringme,despiterhefactthatourbaby

wouldbepremature

Wewentintotheatreandthedoctorsdecided



toputmeunder.Imadesiyapromisethathe

woulsfilmherbirth,sinceiwouldntbeableto

hearherfirstcry.

ThlastthingirememberwasweSiya's

beautifulbrowneyes.Hehadtearsinthembut

wasputtingupafront.Iclosedmyeyesand

placedeverythinginGod'shands.Ijusthoped

thatdespiteLesedibeingpremature,thatshe

wouldbehealthy,andwouldfighttobeinthis

world.ShewasmyonlylinktoSiyaandlosing

herwouldleavemeincompleteforever.
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Wakingupwasratherdifficult.Ifeltsonumb

andmyheadwasheavy.Ittookmeamoment

tounderstandwhereiwas,andthenitallcame

rushingback.IlookedaroundandSiyawasn't

around.Mydoctorwashereandhewas

speakingtome,butIwasstillabitoutofit.

Him:MrsNdhlovu.Ineedyoutorespondso

thatiknowthatyouareok

Me:howismybaby

Him:She'safighter.Cameoutscreamingfor

dearlife

ismiledatthethoughtofapalelittleLesedi

screamingherlungsout

Me:caniseeher?



him:notyet.Sheisinanincubatorfornow.She

gaveusquiteascarewithhowslowherheart

beathadgotten,butonceshecameoutshe

hadgottenbetter

Me:thankyou

Him:yourhusbandiswaitingforyouat

recovery.Illletyouknowtheminuteyoucan

seeyourbaby

Me:thankyou

IwastakenbacktosuitandifoundSiyahad

decoratedtheroomwithpinkandwhitballoons,

andtonsofflowers.

Hewassittinginoneofthechairswithhishead

inhishands.

Helookedupandsmiledwhenhesawme.



Him:Thereyouare

Me:Hey

Him:howareyoufeeling 

Me:cold 

him:icanseethat.You'reshakinglikecrazy

Me:illputonanotherblanketoncethey're

finishedputtinginmyIV

Him:canigetyousomethingtoeat

Me:nothankyou.Ijustwanttoseemybaby

Him:theyaskedustogivethemtimewithher.

Butiwasabletogetafewpicturesforyou 

Me:letmesee

Siyasatonthebednexttomedespitethe

nurseshorrifiedlook.Hegavemehisphone

andIsawapictureofmybeautifulbabygirl.



Shehasbeautifulblackhair,witheyesjustlike

herfathers.

Ilookedatthepicturesandinstantlyfellinlove.

LesediwasmyLightattheendifaverydark

tunnel,andthefactthatshewasOKdespite

beingpremature,mademyheartsmile.

Siyawipedatearfrommyeye.

Him:ThankyouRifiloe.Thankyouformaking

meafather.Idon'tknowhowamanlikeme

could'veeverbeensoblessedtohaveyouinmy

life,butjustknowthatIloveyouwithallmy

heart.

Me:don't 

Him:iknowidon'tdeserveyourforgiveness



butbabyifyoucould,ipromiseyouiwould

neverhurtyouagain

Me:Siya.Ijusthadababy.Thelastthingicare

aboutisourmarriage.Lesediisallthatineedto

worryabout.

him:Iunderstand 

Me:Good

idriftedofftosleepwhileSiyawenttocheckup

onLesedi.Mybloodpressurewasstillhigh,and

thedoctorwantedtokeepmeonbedrest.

IwasbeyondrelievedthatLesediwasok.At

leastnowihadapurposeinlife,andthat

purposewastomakesurethatmylittlegirl

neverwentthroughwhatihadtogothrough.I

hadherwholelifetolookforwardtoandthat

broughtjoytomyheart.Shewasthestrength

thatIneededtofinallyleaveSiya.Iwasnot



goingtoletherwatchmeinamiserable

marriage.Iknewnowmorethaneverthatitwas

timetoendmymarriageandlookforwardtoa

futurewithLesedi.
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WhenIwokeup,Siyawasbymysideagain.I

couldsmellfood,andthatiswhenIrealised

hoehungryIwas. 

Ilookedathimandhesmiled

Him;waykywaykysleepyhead 

Me;Hi

Him;Iboughtyoudinner

Me;Dinner? 



Him;yah,you’vebeenoutforabout24hours

Me;Damn 

Him;thedoctorgaveyousomethingtosleepso

thatyoucangetyoubloodpressuredown 

Me;Helpmesitup 

Him;sure

Siyahelpedmeup,anditwasrather

excruciating.Itwasobviousthemedshadworn

outandnowitwasuptomybodytofightthe

pain.IwincedabitandSiyalookedatme

horrified

Him;areyouok.ShouldIcallyourdoctor? 

Me;Siya.I’mfine 

Him;Yousure

Me;Yes.Ijustwanttoeat



Him;ok

Siyahandedmethesoup,andIindulged.I

hadn’teatenproperlyforabout48hourssoI

wasstarved 

Aftereating,Idrankmymeds,andrevelledin

myjoy.Iwasplacedinawheelchairandwent

downtoseemybabyfortheveryfirsttime. 

Lookingatmysmalllittlebabyinasmall

incubatorbrokeme.Shelookedsofragileand

small.Herlittlethumbwasinhermouthand

shehadwiresalloverher. 

Apartofmewashappythatshewashere,but

anotherpartresentedSiyaforputtingmeinthis

position.IfhehadbeenthehusbandIneeded

maybe,justmaybeLesediwouldn’tbesittingin

anincubatorat32weeks. 

Thenursesletmeholdherforafewminutes,

andIcouldn’thidemyjoy.Shelookednothing



likeme,butatleastherweightwasquitehigh

foraprematurebaby. 

AfterseeingLesedi,Iwastakenbacktomy

roomforrest.Ireallywantedtobathbutthey

wouldn’tletme.InsteadtheyinsistedthatIstart

walkingagain 

Iwalkedafewsteps,thenforcefullywent

shower,Ihadn’tshoweredin3days,andIfelt

disgusting,Ialsowantedtogetagoodlookat

myscar,sinceIhadn’tseenitandthankfullyit

lookedmuchsmallerthanIthoughtitwould. 

Aftermyshower,Igotintobed,andrelaxed.

Lifewasn’texactlyperfect,butLesedilooked

well,andthatisallthatmatteredtome.

Istayedinthehospitalforabout5weeks.

Lesedinowweightabout4kgs,andwasdoing

ratherwellforaprematurebaby.Shewas

lookingmoreandmorelikeherfatherandthat

honestlyannoyedme.butatleastshewas



healthy

Weleftthehospitalandwentbacktothehouse.

SiyahadbeenwithmeandLesediatthe

hospitalthiswholetime.Hewouldgohometo

shower,butmostnightswerespentwithus. 

IwishIcouldsaythatthatwasenough,butI

honestlydidn’tknowhowIfeltaboutSiya. 

Ilovedhimasthefatherofmychild,butI

wasn’tinlovewithhim.Thepassionweonce

sharedwasgone.Histouchnolongermademe

tense,insteaditmademeuncomfortable.

Siyatried.ButIwasn’tinterested.Iwantedhim

toconcentrateonbeingafather,andnothing

more. 

Wearrivedhomeanditdidn’tfeellikemyhome.

Ithadalotofmemories,bothgoodandbad,but

nonethelessitwasn’tmyhomeanymore.



SiyatookNaleditoherroom,sinceshewasstill

fastasleepfromtheridehome,andIwentto

themainbedroomtogetsomesleep. 

Iwantedtostayinthemainbedroom,because

itwasconjoinedtoLesidi’sroom.Anditwould

beeasierformetogettoheratnight,butI

knewthatSiyawouldinsistonstayingherewith

me.

SiyawalkedinjustasIwasthinkingabouthim.

Him;she’sfastasleep

Me;Thankyou

Him;Ineedtogointotheoffice.Itsbeena

while. 

Me;ok 

Him;Illbehomeintimefordinner 



Me;Mhmm

SiyaleftandIletoutasighofrelief.Beingin

thesameroomtogetherwasratherawkward.It

wasobviousthattherewastonsoftension

betweenus.ButIwasn’tgoingtosayanything.

Siyaknewthatwhatwehadwasgone,andthe

soonerhecametoacceptthatthebetter

Lesediwokeupsoonafterherfatherleft.Iwas

nowbreastfeedingalmosteverytwohoursand

honestlyitwasexhausting. 

Myauntwasduetoarrivethefollowingdayto

comeandassistmewithher,butSiyahadalso

hiredanannytohelpwithout. 

Iwasstillatthestageofbeingoverprotective

overher.Iwasn’treadytohaveaStangerlook

afterher,butIhonestlyhadnochoice. 

AstruetohiswordSiyaarrivedatexactly6pm.



Justintimefordinner. 

HetookLesedifrommeandsmiled

Him;Imissedher.ItfeelslikeadecadesinceI

lastsawher 

Me;mhmm 

Him;sowhat’sfordinner 

Me;roastlamb 

Him;I’llputherKhanyidownandthencomeand

joinyou 

Me;ok

HewenttoputLesedidown,andIdishedupfor

thebothofus. 

Whenhecamedownstairshemovedhisplace

settingtonexttomine



Him;sohowwasyourafternoon 

Me;fine 

Him;I’mglad 

Me;(silence) 

Him;sothisishowit’sgoingtobebetweenus 

Me;Mhmmm

Him;weneedtoaddressthis 

Me;addresswhat 

Him;thistensionbetweenusisn’trightRifi.We

needtotrymakingthisright.Ifnotforoursake,

thenforKhanyi’ssake 

Me;I’mnotinterested 

Him;soyoupreferforustobelikethis 

Me;Ipreferforustodivorce,sowecanboth

findsomehappiness. 

Him;youknowthat’snotanoption 

Me;mhmmm 



Him;baby.IknowIhurtyou. 

Me;andyetyouandNaledi’sfamilyarestill

meeting.Whichmeansyouaregoingtomarry

her

Him;how

Me;Ioverheardoneofyourconversationswhen

youthoughtIwassleeping 

Him;Rifiloe.ThisdealwithLesothoisn’tabout

meanymore.It’saboutpromisesImadtomy

country.PromisesthatIhavetofulfil 

Me;whataboutthepromisesyoumadetome?

Thevowsyoumadtoprotectandhonourme?

Thosedon’tcountanymore?

Him;theydo...But 

Me;butnothing.SiyaquitefranklyIdon’tcare.I

wantoutofthismarriage.Iamnolongerangry.

Ireallydon’tmind.YoucanmarryNaledi.AllI

askisthatyouleavemealone 

Him;but 



Me;noSiya.Nobuts.Iwon’tbemadetostayin

alovelessmarriage 

Him;loveless 

Me;Yes;Loveless 

Him;whatareyousaying 

Me;youknowexactlywhatIamsaying 

Him;Iwanttohearyousayit 

Me;Si 

Him;SAYIT…SAYIT..TELLMEYOUDON’T

LOVEMEANYMORE 

ME;I’mnolongerinlovewithyou

ThelookinSiya’seyesbrokeeverypieceofme.

Helookeddevastated.Hegotupandwent

upstairs.WhileIfinisheddinner.IknowIhad

hurthim,butIhadnochoice.Siyahadtoget

usedtousbeingapartassoonaspossible.



AfterdinnerIwentupstairsandfoundSiya

holdingLesedi.Shehadfallenasleep,andhe

wasintherockingchair.SoIwenttomyroom

andgotintobed. 

SiyaandIwouldeventuallyneedtodiscussthe

termsofourseparation.Despitethisbeinghard.

Itwasbestforustoputourfeelingsasideand

concentrateonco-parenting.
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SiyaandibothtookturnscaringforLesediat

night.Hewasreallyhandsonandsometimesit

mademewanttogivehimanotherchancebuti

justcouldn'tbringmyselftoopeningmyheart

tohimagain.



Itsbeenaweeksincewecamehomeand

thankfullywe'vesettledinquitenicely.

Siyawasstayinginthesparebedroomandi

remainedinthemain.

Wehadn'tspokenmuchsincethenightItold

himIdidn'tlovehimanymore.

Hespentthenightoutandonlycamebackthe

followingmorning.

Apartofmewantedtoaskhimwherehe'd

beenbutfigureditwasn'tmyplacetoquestion

himabouthiswhereaboutssinceihadn't

exactlybeenhiswifeforthepast2months



todaywasSiya'sbirthday.Hewasturning36.I

knowthatwehaven'tbeenthebestoffriends,

butihaddecidedweshouldcelebrate.

Iwentoutshoppingduringthedaywhilehewas

atwork. 

Iwantedtomakehimhisfavouritemeal,justto

celebratehim.Hewasafterallthereasonihad

abeautifulprincessthatilivedbeyondmeasure,

soforthatalonehewasworthcelebrating.

Ispentmostoftheafternooncooking.Myaunt

hadonlystayedwithusforaweekend,sothei

wasratherthankfulthatSiyahadthoughtabout

thenanny.Dorywasmylifesaverandlesedi

seemedtolikeherjustasmuchasidid.

Ispentthedayslavingawayinthekitchen.Siya

wasusuallyhomeby6pmsoimadesurethat



everythingwasdonejustintimeforhisarrival.

Iplacedthecakeinthemiddleofthetable,and

wenttogetLesedibecauseSiyahadjustdriven

in.

Siyawalkedinjustasihadfinisheddressing

Lesedi.

Hegaveherakiss,thengreetedme.

IKnewSiyaenjoyedhavingashowerbefore

dinner,soiwentdownstairsandwaitedforhim.

Whenhecamedownhewasn'tinhisusual

casualclothes.Infacthewasinthecompete

opposite.Hewasinhisnavysuitthathewore

theveryfirsttimeIsawhim.



Imustadmit,despiteitallthatmanlooked

dashinginasuit.

Him:You'restaring 

Me:sorry

Him:I'mgoingoutforthenight.Willyoutuck

Lesediin

Me:sure

Him:youok?

me:yes.Iahhm.Nevermind

Him:Rifiloe

Me:gooutandenjoyyourbirthday 

him:cool.Seeyoutomorrow

Me:oh..ahmmok

Siyawalkedoutanddidn'tevenseemtonotice



thetableihadlaidoutforhim.

ItookLesediandputhertobed,thenwentto

bedmyself.

Therewasnousehavingdinner.Ihadtotally

lostmyappetite.IknowSiyaandiaren't

together,butihadthoughthewouldwantto

spendhisbirthdayhere,withhisdaughter.

Thefollowingmorningiwokeupandwentfora

jog.Ihadfinallygottenclearancefromthe

doctortostartexercisingagainandiwasrather

excited.Mybabytummywasstillabittheresoi

hadtogetmyassintogear.Ihadgained15kgs

andnowitwasabouttimeigotridiftheextra

weight.

Ijokedforexactly10kmandiwasdone.I



couldn'tbelievehowstiffihadgotten.

Iwalkedthroughthegatejustasthenewspaper

manwasdroppingoverpapersfortheday.

Itookacopythenwentinside.

Iplacedthemagazineonthecounterthenwent

tomakemyselfasmoothie.

Lesediwasstillasleep,soihadampletimeto

gainbackmyenergy.

Isatonthekitchencounterenjoyingmy

smoothie.Itookthenewspapertolookat

randomthings,andboomtherewasapictureof

SiyaandNaledicelebratinghisbirthdayatthe

royalhousehereinCT.



Iexaminedthepictureinfrontofmenit

knowinghowtoreact.

Apartofmewasextremelyjealousbutthe

otherpartwasrelieved.

Atleastnowiwas100%certainthattherewas

noturningbackwhenitcametomyrelationship

withSiya.Itwasfinallytimetofilefordivorce

andmoveon.
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SiyawalkedinjustasIwashavingbreakfast.I

hadnoideawhenhecamehomelastnight,and

quitefranklyIdidn’tcare.



Helookedatthecakeonthetableandthenat

me.IgotuptoleavethetablebutSiyaheldonto

myhand

Him;wait 

Me;Lesediisabouttowake.Ineedtochange

her 

Him;Rifiloe 

Me;what 

Him;I’msorry.Ididn’tknowyouhadplanned

dinnerforus 

Me;forgetaboutit 

Him;baby 

Me;hopeyouenjoyedyournightwithNaledi

lastnight

Him;It’snotlikethat 

Me;doesn’tmatter



Him;canyoujust 

Me;letgo 

Him;But

WeheardLesedicrying,andSiyainstantlyletgo.

Ilefthimthereandwenttotakecareofmy

baby. 

Ifedandgaveherabath,thendecidedtogo

outfortheday.

Iwastiredofstayingindoors,andI’msure

Lesediwouldenjoythefreshair.Inmoments

likethese,IreallywishIhadfriend.Sincebeing

withSiyaIhadbeensodistantfrommygirls.I

hadn’tspokentotheminover6months.And

nowBonibasicallywantednothingtodowith

me.Shehadn’tsaidanything,butitwaskindof

obvioussinceshewasn’tansweringanyofmy

calls.Somylifehadbasicallyboileddownto



meandLesedi.

OnceLesediwasready,Itookher,andheaded

downstairs.Siyawasonthephoneandhadthe

newspaperinhishand

. 

Hewrappeduphiscallwhenhesawusand

placedthenewspaperonthetable

Him;whereyougoing 

Me;thebeach 

Him;isn’tshetoosmalltogoout 

Me;she’sfine

Hecalledoutforthenanny,andshetookLesedi

fromme.



Him;weneedtotalk 

Me;nottoday.Iwant

Him;No.Now 

Me;Siya 

Him;NOWRIFILOE.

Siyagrabbedmyhandanddraggedmetothe

lounge

Him;youaregoingtositdownandListento

me 

Me;Si 

Him;Rifiloe.Shutup.foronceinyourlife,just

shutthefuckup

Ilookedathimandnoticedhewasgetting

ratherannoyed



Me;Fine

Him;Iknowthatyouarehurt.ButRifiloe,I

swear,Ididn’tknowaboutthepartyfromlast

night.Itwasasurprise.Ihonestlywasjust

goingtodinnerwithHlokes,Ihadnoideaabout

theparty. 

Me;(silence)

Him;Rifiloe.Imissyou.Iloveyou,anddespite

whatitlookslike.NalediandIaren’ttogether.I

don’tseeherthatway.Thephotographerjust

askedforapicture.Ihadnoideaitwouldbein

thepaper.Orletalonethatthemediawould

findoutabouttheLesothodeal 

Me;(silence) 

Him;AllIwantisyou

Me;Mhmm 

Him;baby.Please.Ijustneedyouto

understand.ThisLesothodealisbiggerthan



me.It’snotaboutthemarriage.Orrelationship.

It’saboutmorethanjustus.PleaseRefiloe.

HowdoIsaynotothepresidentofmycountry?

ThesamecountryIvowedtotakecareof?The

samecountryIvowedriskedmylifeforover

andoveragain.HowdoIdothat?HowdoIwalk

awaynowwhentheyneedme? 

Me;(sigh) 

Him;saysomething 

Me;Siya……Iloveyou.Witheverythinginme.I

loveyoursmile,youreyes,andyoursenseof

humor.EverythingaboutyouIlove.Evenwhen

youhurtme.Ican’tstoplovingyou.Iwantto.I

reallydo,butmyheartjustwon’tletme.Iwould

gothroughallofthiscrazinessifIknewthat

youwouldchoseme.Butwebothknowthat

youwouldn’t.Youloveyourjobmorethan

anything.YourVowstotheforcedriveyou.I

can’tcompetewiththat.Soplease.Don’t

chooseme.youcouldnevermakeamehappy



Him;Icouldtry 

Me;Youhavetried

Him;(sigh) 

Me;don’tfeelbad.Itjustwasn’tmeanttobe 

Him;butIloveyouRifiloe 

Me;yah.Youdo.Butyoualsoloveyourjob,but

youneedtochoose.Youcan’thaveitall

IlookedintoSiya’seyes,andprayedhewould

chooseus.

Him;I’msorryRifiloe.Ihavetogothroughwith

this.Ihavetomarryher

IgotupbecauseIcouldfeeltearsthreatening

myeyes. 

Me;well,Iwishyouboththebest



IleftSiyainthelounge,andwenttomyroom.

Thiswasthefinalstraw.Siyahadmadea

decision,andnowIhadnochoicebuttolive

withit.

Hisloveforhisjobwasaboveme,andthatwas

Ok.Nowitwastimetoreallymoveon.

Ispentthedayinmyroomplanningmyway

forward.Therewasnousecryinganymore.I

hadtogetmylifeback.Siyawaslivingouthis

dream,andIwassittingathomemiserable.

Icontactedadivorcelawyer,thenstarted

lookingforahouse. 

IwantedtobebackinJHBassoonaspossible.

ThesoonerIleavethesoonerIcouldfindajob,

andgetbackintotheswingofthings. 



Ibookedanappointmenttoviewafewhouses,

thencalledthelawyer,tosetupatime.Theonly

problemIfacednowwasdiscussingmyplans

withSiya

Itookmylaptop,andwenttohisoffice.There

wasnousetryingtoprolongthis.

Iknockedonhisdoor,andwaitedforhimtotell

metocomein.

Me;doyouhaveamoment 

Him;ofcourse 

Me;Thanks.

Isatoppositehim,andopenedmylaptop



Me;I’vebeenthinkingofawayforward. 

Him;and

Me;IthinkitsbestImovebacktoJHB

Him;No

Me;Siya 

Him;sohowwillIseemydaughter 

Me;YoucanseeherwheneveryouareinJHB

Him;No

Me;Ithoughtwecoulddiscussthislikeadults 

Him;Idon’tcare.I’mnotlettingyoutakemy

daughteranywhere. 

Me;Siya 

Him;NoRefiloe.Youwanttogothengo.Take

yourshitandfuckoff.Butdon’tthinkthateven

forasecond,thatIwouldletyoutakemy

daughteroutofCT.sheisminejustasmuchas

sheisyours 



Me;IknowthatSiya.Butthereisnothingleftfor

mehere.Ineedtostartmylifeagain 

Him;youcandothatwithoutmovingtoJHB 

Me;Siya,please.Ineedthisfromyou.Please 

Him;No 

Me;arewegoingtofighteverytimewediscuss

thetermsofourdivorce?

Him;Divorce?

Me;YesSiya.Itoldyoubefore.Iwantout 

Him;Idon’twanttotalkaboutthisnow 

Me;Whynot 

Him;because 

Me;STOPBEINGSOFUCKINGSELFISH.Ihave

beenmorethanunderstanding.Youhavepulled

mefrompillartopostSiya.AndnowthatIwant

tomoveon,youblockme.Icannotdothiswith

youanymore.JustletmegoforGod’ssake.

Please



Him;HowRifiloe?HowdoIswitchoffmy

feelingsforyou?Tellme 

Me;yougotoNaledi.Youmakeheryourwife

andyoustartafamilywithher.Forgetaboutus.

MaketheLesothodealhappen.It’swhatyou

wantedforsolong.Sogoanddoit.Justplease.

PleaseLeavemeoutofthis 

Him;Iloveyou 

Me;Iloveyoutoo 

Him;don’tleaveme

Me;Ihaveto.SothatIcanbreatheSiya.Sothat

IcanraiseLesediinpeace.Thisconstant

fightingisn’thealthyforherBaby.Wecan’t

bringheruplikethis 

Him;(silence)

Igotupthechairandwenttositonhislap.



Him;don’tdothis

Me;weneedto 

Him;butIloveyou

Me;loveisn’talwaysenough 

Him;why

Me;becausethisisyourworld.Andagirllike

meisn’tfitforthis. 

Him;soyouwantsomeoneelse 

Me;No.Iwantyou.ThemanIthoughtyouwere.

ThemanthatpickedmeupfromChafPozi.The

manwhoisherenow.NotGhost.But

realisticallyGhostisapartofyou.Heisthere

weatherIloveitornot.AndIjustcan’tdealwith

Ghost.Ghosthadhurtme.Physically.Hehas

rippedmyheartoutofmychest.IwantYou

Siya.Notthemanwhoiswillingtomarrya

womanhesayshedoesn’tlove.Ineedaman

whowillputmeandourchildabovehisjob.

Andrightnowyouaren’tthemanIneedright



now,andsoyouhavetoletmego

Siyawipedawayatearfrommyeye,andleaned

intokissme.Iwantedsobadlytotellhimto

stop.ButIcouldn’t.ThiswasthelasttimeI

wouldfeelhislipsonmine.SoIkissedhim

backwitheverythinginme.Ifthiswasour

goodbyethenImightaswellmakethebestofit
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Istoppedthekissbeforeitcouldgetanyfurther,

becausejudgingbythefireworksgoingon

insidethiswasonlygoingtoendinoneway

andquitefranklyIcouldn’tletthathappen.No

matterhowmuchIcravedhim. 



Him;don’t 

Me;Ihaveto 

Him;Godyou’resostubborn 

Me;oneofushastobe 

Him;Rifiloe 

Me;Don’t.Wehavealreadymadethedecision.

Let’sjuststicktoit 

Him;(Sigh) 

Me;Ishouldgopack

Him;Idon’twanttoletyougo 

Me;Ineedyouto 

Him;Iknow.Itsjust.IreallythoughtyouandI

couldmakethiswork.Ijustneededtime.Butin

theendwewouldmakeitwork.Iwouldhave

NalediliveinKZNandyouandIwouldcarryon

asthoughthishadneverhappened.The

Lesothodealwouldgothroughandwewould

beabletoliveourlives.



Me;whataboutNaledi 

Him;whatabouther

Me;soyouwouldshiphertoKZNandwhat?

Shewouldliveouttherestofherdayslonely

andlongingforamanwhodoesn’tloveher? 

Him;well

Me;thatisn’tfair 

Him;sheknowsIdon’tloveher.She’sonly

doingthisforhercountry.Lesothoneedsthisto

happenjustasmuchaswedo. 

Me;wellnowyoubothhavesomethingin

common.Maybeyouguyscanfindawayto

makethiswork.Youcangettoknoweachother.

Andwhoknows,maybeyoumightfallinlove 

Him;Idoubtit

Me;Why 

Him;canIbehonest?

Me;yes



Him;I’vebeentryingtogettoknowherforthe

pastcoupleofmonths.Sheissweet.Don’tget

mewrong.Butsheisn’tyou.She’syesthisyes

that.Shedoesn’thaveanopinioninanything.

Shedoesastoldandnothingelse 

Me;well

Him;she’snotyou.Shedoesn’thaveanyzest.

SheisahousewifeofnoteandIdon’tthinkI

couldevertrulyloveher

Me;you’llhavetolearntoloveher 

Him;Ijustwantthistobeover.Iwanttheseal

togoaheadsoIcanmoveon

Me;I’msureitwellallcometogether.Justbe

patient

Siya’sphonerangpoppingourlittlebubble.He

lookedatthecallerIDandrolledhiseyes.I

smiledandgavehimonelastkiss,thenlefthim

toanswer.



TheconversationIjusthadwithSiyaleftme

feelingconfused.Hemadeitsoundsoeasy.

Butthinkingbacktohowthingswerereallylike.

TherewasnothingIcoulddotomendour

relationship.Itwashonestlybestforbothofus

toletgoandleteachothertryfinding

happinesselsewhere

IcheckedonLesediandthankfullyshewas

wasn’tgivinghernannyanyproblems.SoIwent

tomyroomandstartedpacking.Thesoonerwe

wereinJHBthebetter.

IpackedafewthingsforbothLesediand

myself.Ibookedusintoahotelforthetime

being.Ihopedtohaveusinanewhousewithin

2month,butforthetimebeing,wewouldhave

todealwithasuite 



BythetimeIwasdonepackingandgetting

thingsinorder,itwasapproachingdinnertime.

Lesedihadbeenbottlefeedingalldayandshe

wasstartingtogetcranky.SoItookherfrom

hernannyandwenttohavedinnerwithher

father

SiyawasdinnerandsmiledwhenhesawLesedi

Him;canIholdher 

Me;Iwasplanningonfeedingher 

Him;bottle

Me;nope.She’sbottlefedthewholeday.Think

she’soverit.Shewantsherboobies 

Him;IrememberatimewhenIcouldhave

those 

Me;well.Gonearethedays 

Him;Amancandreamyouknow 



Me;yes.Hecan,butamancanalsoknowwhen

togiveup 

Him;youknowthat’snotmything 

Me;itwillhavetobe 

Him;notinamillionyears

Me;anyway.Weneedtodiscussthedivorce 

Him;whataboutit

Me;Iwanttoknowwhenyoucanmeetwithmy

lawyer 

Him;whywouldyouneedalawyer 

Me;becausewearegettingdivorced

Him;youdon’tneedalawyer.Youownhalfof

whatIownandthat’sexactlywhatyouare

goingtoget.Caseclosed 

Me;but 

Him;Rifiloe.Despitewhatyouthink.Iamnot

drivenbymoney.Andanyway.Youarethe

motherofmychild.Iwouldneverletyousuffer.



SoyougethalfofwhatIownandthemoney

youhadbeforeme 

Me;ok.IguessIcan’treallyarguewithyou 

Him;FINALLY 

Me;(chuckles) 

Him;youreallyleavingme 

Me;Siya 

Him;Itjustfeelssosurreal 

Me;we’lladapt.Eventually 

Him;Iguess 

Me;willyoudomeafavour 

Him;anything 

Me;promisemenomatterwhat.You’llalways

bethereforyourchildren 

Him;Ipromise 

Me;thankyou 

Him;CanIaskyoutodomeafavour 



Me;anything 

Him;Idon’twantyoutointroduceanymento

Lesedi.Ifyoudatejustkeepthemawayfrom

her

Me;Icandothat 

Him;thankyou

Wehadourlastdinnertogetherasafamily.

Bothourmoodshadchangedtobeingsombre.

AfterdinnerSiyatookLeseditobathwhileIhad

shower.BythetimeIwasdone,IputLesedito

bed,thenIwenttobed.

Itossedandturnedforhours.Iwenttothe

kitchentogetsomemilk,andnoticedthat

Siya’sofficelightwason.Itwasafter1am,and

Ithoughthewouldbeinbedbynow.



Iknockedonhisdoorandthedooropened.Siya

wassittinginhisofficedrinkingabottleof

Hennessey 

Me;thatha 

Him;yaahyoushouldknow.Youcausedit 

Me;Ididha 

Him;yep.Ifonlyyouhadlovedmeenough 

Me;Siya.You’redrunk.Youshouldgettobed 

Him;I’mnotdrunk.I’mwallowinginself-pity.

There’sadifference 

Me;ohIsee 

Him;youshouldn’tbewalkingaroundherewith

justthaton.I’mamanafterall 

Me;well.Iwillbeofftobedthen 

Him;canIjoinyou 

Me;no 

Him;justtocuddle?



Me;Idon’ttrustyou 

Him;Ipinkiepromise

Me;haaSiya

Him;youdon’ttrustmeoryoudon’ttrust

yourself?

Me;Idon’ttrusteitherofus 

Him;why 

Me;Si

Him;why 

Me;becauseIloveyou.Everyinchofmybody

cravesyourtouch.

Him;soletmemakelovetoyouforonelast

time 

Me;no.becauseifIdothenI’llneverletgo 

Him;soI’llcomecuddleyouthen

IleftSiyaandwentbacktobed.Nouse



discussingsomethingthatwasn’tgoingto

happen

Iwasjustfallingasleep,whenSiyacamein.I

heardhim,andcringed. 

Hegotintobedandwrappedhisarmsaround

me.

Him;relax.I’mnotgoingtotryanything.Ijust

wanttohaveyouinmyarmsforthelasttime

FortheverylasttimeIfellasleepinmy

husband’swormarms.Tomorrowhewouldn’t

beminebutfortonighthewasallmine.
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WakingupinSiya’sarmswasbittersweet,I



knowthatwhatIwasdoingwasbestforme

andLesedi,butatthesametimeleavingSiya

wasgoingtotearmeapart.Wehadbeen

throughsomuchinthepastcoupleofyears,

butnowitwascomingtoanendandthere

wasn’tmuchtobedone.

ItriedgettingoutofbedbutSiyapulledme

closer.

Him;Don’t 

Me;Si

Him;Shhh.Justsleep 

Me;Ineedtogetgoing.Myflightleavesat

10am

Him;mhmmm 

Me;moveSi 

Him;Idon’tknowifIwantto



Me;Youhaveto 

Him;why 

Me;CauseI’mnotyours 

Him;you’llalwaysbemine

Me;(giggles) 

Him;I’mserious

Me;Siyadon’tsayshitlikethat.We’redivorcing

remember 

Him;paperdon’tmeanshit.YouandIaresoul

mates 

Me;Siya...I’vegottogo 

Him;doyouwanttogo 

Me;no.butIhaveto 

Him;Icanmakeyoustayyouknow 

Me;yes.Iknowthat,butI’mhopingyouwon’t 

Him;youknowIloveyouright 

Me;yes.Ido.ButyoualsoloveyourJob.And



that’sOK 

Him;I’mgoingtomissyou 

ME;metoo 

Him;onelastkiss?

Me;no.Yougotmorningbreath 

Him;(chuckles)

LesedistartedcryingandSiyawenttofetchher

andputherinbedwithus.Itookherfromhim

andfedher.OnceIwasdoneIgavehertoSiya,

tochangewhileIbathed

Afterbathing,wehadbreakfasttogether,while

theguardswenttofetchmybagsfrommy

room. 

Istoodinfrontofthehouseforthelasttime,

andletoutasigh.Thiswasit.Theendofa

chapterandthebeginningofanewone.



IwalkedbackintofetchLesedifromSiya.

Me;Itstime 

Him;(silence) 

Me;Siya.Idon’twanttomissmyflight 

Him;It’syourJet

Me;that’snotthepoint 

Him;Rifiloe 

Me;NoSiya.Youpromised 

Him;Iknow,Ijustdon’tknowifIcanletyougo 

Me;youhaveto

Him;mhmm

ItookLesediandputherinhercarseat.



WhenIturnedaroundIsawSiyastanding

behindme

Him;I’mgoingtomissyou 

Me;Metoo 

Him;don’tgo 

Me;Siyadon’t 

Him;butRifiloe,Thiscan’tbetheend.Notlike

this 

Me;I’mnotdiscussingthisagain

Siyastoodinfrontofmeanddidn’tmove

Me;Siyamove 

Him;(silence) 

Me;Siya 

Him;FuckRifiloe.Ican’tdothis 



Me;Siyayoupromised 

Him;wellfuckthat.

IlookedatSiyaandknewhewasn’tplaying

around.Hisfistswereclenchedandhisveins

hadgottenenlarged

Me;baby 

Him;What.WhatRifiloe 

Me;Iloveyou 

Him;thenwhyyouleaving 

Me;becauseIneedto

Him;Iwon’tletyou 

Me;Siyaplease.Lesediisgettingrestless 

Him;Idon’tcare.You’renotgoinganywhere.In

fact,getheroutherseat 

Me;Siya 



Him;Rifiloe.Youaremylife.HowamI

supposedtolivewithoutyou?

Me;(sniff)stop...Thisishardasitis.Youare

makingitworse 

Him;don’tgo 

Me;Siyamove 

Him;Rifiloe 

Me;move

SiyatookastepbackandIgotinthecar.The

driverstartedreversing,andIburstintotears. 

IhavenoideawhyIcouldn’tjuststay.Whywas

Ibeingsoselfish?Whycouldn’tIputmy

feelingsasideandjustbewithhim.Why

couldn’tIlovehimenoughtonotcareabout

thisstupiddeal?

IarrivedattheairportandboardedtheJet.

Therewasnousecrying.Ihadmadethe



decisiontoleave,andsoIhadnochoicebutto

keepwithmydecision.

*********SIYA************

SeeingRifiloeleavebrokeeveryinchofmysoul.

AndyethereIwaslosingherbecauseofmy

fuckingfather.Idon’tknowwhyIkeepwanting

hisapprovaldespitehimbeingdead.Ijustwish

IcouldletDumisanimarryNalediandwecould

moveon,butIjustcouldn’tletthathappen.I

owedNalediandnowitwastimeIpaidup. 

IspenttherestofmydaytrackingRifiloewitha

bottleofmyliquor.Ihadsetup2guards

outsidethehotel,andIhadNailsmonitoringher

call.Iknowwasextreme.Butthinkingofher

withanothermanwaskillingme.SoIallowed

myselftobedrink,andbangwalls.TomorrowI

wouldhavetobebackattheforce,andI

plannedoncomingbackwithabang



******************Rifiloe**********************

ArrivinginJHBwashard.Everythingwasfinally

real.Ihadnoone.Justmeandmybaby.Our

littlefamilywasgone.IgaveLeseditoher

nanny,whileIsettledusin.

SiyaandIhavebeenapartfor4monthsnow.I

wasabletobuyahouse3bedroomhousein

HydePark.Siyasignedoffonthesecurity

features,andwewereabletomovein. 

Thefirstcoupleofdayswithouthimwere

difficult.EspeciallywithChristmascomingup,

butnowthingswereeasier.Eachdaygotlighter

andIwasabletofacethedaywithapositive

outlook. 

Lesediwasnow6monthsoldandwasa

completereplicaofherfather.Evenhermoods



werelikehis.Oneminuteshewouldbesmiling,

thenthenextshewouldbepissed.Siyamadeit

apointtospendtimewithLesedievery

weekend.HewouldarriveinJHBonFriday

wouldgobacktoCTonSunday. 

IwoulddropoffLesedionFridayandhewould

dropheroffonSunday. 

Thechemistrybetweenuswasthere,butwe

hadbothignoredit.SiyaandNaledi’swedding

datehadbeensetforthatverysameChristmas.

Ihadseenalawyeraboutthedivorce,andallI

needednowwasforhimtosignthedocuments.

ButSiyabeingSiyahehadexcuseafterexcuse

fornotsigning.Andhopefullysincehewasdue

toarrivetodaytoseeLesedi.

IhopedIwouldbeabletogethimtosignthem

sothatwecouldbothmoveforward,becauseI



alsoneededtomoveforward.Ihadappliedfor

jobsandIwasfinallyreadytogetmylifeback

ingear.Iwasbacktobeingme,andallnow

needednowwasthosedivorcepaperssigned.
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SiyaarrivedonFridayintheworstmoodever.

Hewalkedinanddidn’tbothertogreet.Instead

hejustwenttoLesedi’sroom 

IdecidedtoletSiyabe,andmademyselfa

smoothie.Ifhewantedtobemoodyhecould

doso.Irefusedtoparticipateoreven

acknowledgehisnegativeenergy.InsteadItook

mysmoothie,andwenttotheloungetowatch

someTV.

SiyawalkedinholdingLesedi.Heputher

feedingchairandgavehersomefruit,then



cameandsatoppositeme. 

Ididn’tmove,orevenlookathim.InsteadIjust

carriedonwatchingMrandMrsSmithas

thoughhewasn’tevenintheroom.

SiyastoodupandputofftheTV.SoItookmy

phoneandwentontosocialmedia.Againhe

tookmyphone.SoIstaredathimwithout

sayingaword.Itwasclearhewastheonewith

theproblem,soIdidn’tseewhyIhadtosay

anythingwhenhewastheonewiththeproblem.

Him;whythefuckwouldyousendasheriffto

deliverdivorcepaperstome 

Me;butSiya,Ihadnochoice.Youkeptdodging

mylawyer 

Him;Ihaven’tdodgedanyone.I’vebeenbusy 

Me;Iknow.ButIneededtogetthisdivorce

finalisedalready.It’sbeen4monthsSiya.What



areyouwaitingfor? 

Him;Ihaven’thadtimetolookthroughthem 

Me;butyourlawyerhas 

Him;so.Istillneedtoreadthem

Me;Siyawebothknowyouarejusttryingto

prolongthis.Ijustfailtounderstandwhy.You

aregettingmarriedinlessthanamonth.You

havetosignthese 

Him;IsaidIwill.Justfuckinglayoff 

Me;don’tusewordslikethatinfrontofLesedi 

Him;LayoffwiththelawyersRifiloe.Iwillgrant

youyourdivorce.Juststoppushing 

Me;when 

Him;soon.Justgivemeamomenttofucking

breath.AllIhearfromyouisdivorcethis

divorcethat.Iknowyouwantit,anditwillbe

granted.Justlayoff 

Me;(sigh)



Him;(silence) 

IknewSiyawasonlyhuffingandpuffing

becausehewashurt.Iknowhelovesme.It’s

notevenaquestioninmymind,butlovewasn’t

anythingifhewasn’twillingtoshowme. 

Igotupandwenttositonhislapinmy

favouritepositionandputmyheadinhisneck.

Godhesmeltgood. 

IcouldfeelSiyagettinghard,andittookalotin

menottoripmyclothesoff.

Me;behave 

Him;how,whenyouareontopofme?

Me;Siya.Youneedtoletgo

Him;How

Me;Idon’tknow.Butyoudo 

Him;IknowyouwantmejustasmuchasI

wantyou 



Me;you’renotminetohaveSiya 

Him;andyetyouholdmysurname 

Me;notformuchlonger 

Him;Rifiloe 

Me;tellmewhy 

Him;whywhat 

Me;whyyouaresoadamanttomarryher

Him;Idon’twanttotalkaboutthat.I’drather

kissyou

Me;mxm 

Him;Rifiloe,thisisnotupfordiscussion 

Me;mhmmok.Backtothedivorce 

Him;that’snotupfordiscussioneither 

Me;andthenyouwonderwhyIwantadivorce

Him;don’tbesmartwithme

Me;I’mjustsaying.ThisiswhyIwecan’tever

beok.Youcan’tbehonest 



Him;kissme 

Me;no 

Him;please 

Me;Lesediislookingatus

Him;andwhat’swrongwiththat.Shecansee

herparentsarehappy.

Me;Iwantyou 

Him;youhaveme 

Me;no.NoIdon’t 

Him;yesyoudo.You’retheonlyoneI’vegiven

mysurname 

Me;butshewillhaveyoursurnameaswell 

Him;(chuckles)youmustthinkI’mdumbas

hell 

Me;whatdoyoumean 

Him;youthinkIamgoingtomarryherlegally? 

Me;well,isn’tthatwhatyoudowhenyouget



married

Him;notinmycase.Iammarryingher

traditionally.Nothingmoreandnothingless

ME;yes.ButshewillstillbeyourWIFE

Him;maybe 

Me;ok…I’moverthis

ItriedgettingupbutSiyaheldontomywaist 

Me;Letgo 

Him;no

IlookedinhiseyesandallIsawwasdesire.

AndIknewitalsoreflectedinmyeyes

Him;baby 

Me;shhh



Ileanedinandstartedkissinghimhungrily.It’s

beenmorethan7monthssinceIhadhadsome

lovinginalongtimesothiswasjusttoogood

tostop. 

ClearlyLesedididn’tgetthememo,causeshe

startedcryingwhenshesawthatweweren’t

givingherattention.Ipulledawayreluctantly

andsmiledatherandshestoppedcryingand

giggled

SiyarolledhiseyesandIburstoutlaughing.

Lesedihadnotiming,butatthesametimeshe

hadperfecttiming.

IgotupfromSiya,andwenttopickherup. 

Him;weshouldgooutfordinner

Me;where 

Him;Ifeellikeribs 



Me;ok.Let’sgo 

Him;aren’tyougoingtochange 

Me;no.there’snothingwrongwithwhatI’m

wearing. 

Him;Rifiloe.Thoseshortswillhavemenlooking

atyouleftrightandflippingcentre 

Me;so.Whywouldyoucare?You’regetting

marriedinamonth 

Him;ohGod.Notthatagain 

Me;it’sthetruthmos

Him;letsgo 

Me;IfeellikeI’myoursidechick 

Him;(chuckels) 

Me;don’tlaugh

Him;whywouldyou

Me;cause.Doesyourwifeknowyou’rehere? 

Him;yes.Mysecondwife,knowsIamwithmy



firstwife 

Me;mxm 

Him;youasked 

Me;justgetLesedi’sbag,andlet’sgo

Siyamovedcloser,andheldontomywaist

Him;youjealous 

Me;no 

Him;youlookjealous 

Me;I’mnot 

Him;wellI’dbejealousasfuckifyoustarted

datingsomeone 

Me;well.Iplanondoingsorightafteryousign

thosepapers 

Him;don’tstartwithshit

Me;giggles



Him;soamIspendingthenight 

Me;no 

Him;whynot 

Me;cause 

Him;we’llsee

SiyawenttofetchLesedi’sbag,andwewent

fordinner.Thiswasthefirsttimesincewe

separatedthatwewerereallygettingalong.

Lesediwasalloverherfather.Shedidn’twant

toevencomenearme. 

Afterdinner,wewentforawalkaroundthemall

totireLesediout.Thenwedrovebacktomy

house.

SiyawentupandputLeseditobed,whileI

contemplatedonwhethertolethimstaythe

nightornot. 



ImissedhimreallybadlybutatthesametimeI

didn’twanttoseemweak.Butthenwhocares?

SiyaandIweretechnicallystillmarriedandI

coulddowhatIwant.
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Siyacanedownandfoundmeinthekitchen

withaglassofwineinmyhand.heputhisarms

aroundmefrombehind.IknowiwantedSiya.I

meanimisseshimafterallbutatthesame

timesleepingwithSiyawouldcomplicatethings.

Howwouldifeelafterwards?Howcouldwe

moveonwhenibasicallykeptjumpinghim

everytimehewashere

Him:SodoIgoordoIstay?

me:ithinkitsbeatyougo



Him:yousure 

Me:no.Butitstherightthing 

Him:butIthought 

Me:youthoughtwrong

Him:Rifiloe

Me:(Sniff)

Him:whatisitRifiloe

Me:iwantyouback.Iwantmyfamilytogether,

butyouparentwillingtomakesacrifices. 

Him:baby

Me:Siyaleaveher.Stayherewithmeandyour

daughter

Him:baby

Me:Ican'tdothisifyouaren'tmine. 

Him:butIam

Me:no.youaren't

Him:(silence)



Me:justtellmethetruth.Please.Justtellme

why

Him:Rifiloe 

me:theniguessyoushouldgo

him:soidon'tgetthebenefitofthedoubt 

Me:that'swhatI'vegivenyouthroughoutour

marriage

Him:Iknow.But 

Me:tellme

Him:Rifiloe

Me:Please

Him:youdon'tgiveupdoyou?

Me:no

Him:canweatleastsitdown

Me:ok

WewenttotheloungeandSiyasatopposite



me

Him:Afewyearsago,beforemyfatherpassed

away.Hewasgettingreadytomakemechief,

butiwasn'tready.Hewantedmetotakeawife

first,soiranofftotheforceinstead.

Me:okandthen

Him:wheniwasdonewithmytrainingiwent

backhome,tovisitandIfoundoutthatMy

FatherandthechiefofLesothohaddecidedI

wouldtakeNalediasmywife.Atthattimeiwas

alreadywithLindasoirefused.Iabandonedmy

familyandwentbacktotheforce.

Me:and

Him:Thenmydiedandmyuncletookover.He



thendecidedthatifiwasn'tgoingmarryNaledi,

theywouldgivehertoDumisani,whichwas

perfectforme.SoNalediwastakentoKZNto

visit.Itwasjustforhertofamiliarizeherself

withourcultureandformymomtoseeher.

Me:oh

Him:untilonedayIwenthomeunannounced.I

foundNaledibruised,starvedandRaped

repeatedlybyDumisani

Me:OhGosh

Him:Irushedhertothehospitaland

unfortunatelythedamagehadbeendone.She

hadbeenhurtsobadlythatshewouldn'tbe

abletohavechildren.



Me:wherewasyourmother

Him:Shewasawayatthetime.Dumisani'sfirst

wifewassupposedtobetheretotakecareof

Naledi.Butsheletithappen.

Me:wow

Him:itookNaledibacktoherfamilyand

beggedforforgivenessonbehalfofmyfamily.

Thekinghoweverwasnthavingit.Hewanted

herwedbecausewehaddamagedher.Somy

unclemadeavowthatIwouldbetheoneto

marryhersinceshehadinitiallybeenpromised

tome.

Me:whydidn'tyoutellme?



Him:becauseRifiloe.Howdoidissapointher

again?HowdoIsayno,wheniwastoblamefor

whatDumisanidid?Ifonlyihaddonewhatmy

fatherwantedyearsago,shewouldn'thave

beenhurt.Shewouldn'tbelivingwiththe

traumerthatsheliveswith

Me:butSiyathiswasn'tyourfault

Him:Rifiloe,Dumisanididn'thurtandrapeher

becausehewantedher.Hediditbecause

Naledihadtoldhimshedidn'twanthim.She

hastoldhimthatshewasinlovewithmeand

wouldneverwantme.Soheabusedher

becauseofhishatredforme.

Me:whyisn'theinjail?



Him:TheChiefsbothdecideditwasbestfoe

thistobedealtwithinthefamily

Me:Isee

Him:Rifiloe.Idon'tloveNaledi.Ihavenever.

Buticannotgobackonmyword.Ipromised

herfamilyiwouldtakecareofher,anditsmy

dutytodoso.Themilitarydealisjusttoseal

thepact.

Me:(Sigh)

Him:pleasetellmeyouunderstandwhereIm

comingfrom.

IlookedatSiyaandknewhewastellingthe

truth.Iwantedtotellhimitwasok.Thatiwould



supporthim.Buthowdoisharemyhusband

withadamselindistress.Whatguaranteedidi

havethathewouldn'tfallforher?Buthowdoi

tellhimtoleaveherformewhenshehadbeen

throughsomuch?

Iknewthenthatihadnochoice.Ihadto

divorceSiyasothatHecouldmoveonwithher.

maybeintimehewouldfallinlovewithher,and

hecouldgivehertheloveshedeserves.
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Isatinsilencetryingtofigureoutwhattodo.

Siyawastheloveofmylifebutthewaythings

stood,luckwasn'texactlyinmyfavour.

Everythingthathashappenedjustmadethings

sodifficult.Wewerepullingvastlyindifferet



directionsandtherewasn'tawaytobetogether.

HewaspromisedtoNalediandijustdidn'tsee

myselfbeinginapolygamousmarriage.

Him:Saysomething 

Me:(silence)

Him:Rifiloe

Me:Ithinkyoushouldleave 

Him:but

Me:nowSiya.Justgo 

Him:Whatjusthappened 

Me:Youneedtogo.YoucantakeLesedi

tomorrow

Him;justwaitminutenow. 

Me:Siya.Youandineedtoletgoofone

another.Wecan'tkeepfightinglikethis.You

choseheroverusandthatistheendofit.So

nowwebothjusthavetomoveon



Him:Isthatwhatyouwant

Me:yes.AslongasIamnotyourpriority,thenI

havetomoveon 

Him:babyyouareapriority

Me:howSiya?WhenhaveIeverbeenapriority?

Youhavealwaysputotherpeoplefirst.SonowI

amtiredofbeinglastandiwantout. 

Him:fine

Me:Fine

Him:fuckthis.

Siyagotuptoleave.

Him:soyoureallydoingthis?AftereverythingI

justtoldyou.Youstillwanttogoaheadwiththe

divorce

Me:yea 



Him:Ihopeyourealisethatyou'remakinga

mistake 

Me:Siya.Justgo.Andmakesureyousign

thoseDamnpapers

Him:Iloveyou

Me:sigh

Him:cool

Siyawalkedoutandifeltlikeapartofmehad

died.

Iwenttomyroomandwenttobed.HopefullyI

wouldwakeupandthingswouldbedifferent

OnSaturdaymorningSiyasentmeatextletting

meknownhewasonhiswaytofetchLesedi.



Igotuptogetherready,thenwenttomakeher

breakfast.

WhenSiyaarrivedhelookedtensebutipaidno

attentiontohim.Iknewtheconversationwe

hadlastnightwouldmakethingslikethis.

Him:issheready

Me;yes.She'sinhercot

Siyahandedanenvelopeovertome.

Me:Whatisthis 

Him;thesignedpapers

Ilookedupathimandisawamask.This

wasn'tSiya.InsteaditwasGhostandiknewI



hadtotreadlightly

Me;thankyou

Siyaleftmeinthekitchenandwenttofetch

Lesedi.Itookoutthepaper'sfromtheenvelope

andindeedhehadsignedthem.

Iinstantlyhadalumpinmythroat.Idon'tknow

why.ButlastnightIthoughtmaybehewould

reconsider.Ihopedhewould'veseenthings

frommypointofview,butclearlyIwaswrong,

becausehereIwaswithpapersinmyhand.

Itriedtonotcry.Ididn'twanttoinfrontofhim,

butmytearsweren'tcooperating.

IheardSiyaandLesedicomingdown.SoI



wipedmyeyes,andhopedLesedicouldn'tfeel

thenegativeenergysurroundingme.

Him:we'reoff.I'llbringherbacktomorrow

afternoon

Me:(sniff)cool

Him:Rifiloe.Whyareyoucrying.Yousaidyou

wantedout.Thisiswhatyousaidyouwant. 

Me:I'mjustbeingsilly.Youguysshouldgo

SiyaputLesediinherhighchairthencame

backandpulledmeintoahug.

Him;I'msorryRifiloe.Foreverything.Ididn't

meanforallofthistohappen. 

Me:(crying)

Him:Justtellmetotearthemupandiwill. 



Me:what'stheuse?You'dstillmarryher.

Nothingwouldchange

Him:(silence)

IsteppedawayfromSiyaandhegavemeone

lastkiss.ThenpickedupLesediandtheyleft.

Ilockedmydoorsandwenttomyroomand

criedmylungsout.Thiswasit.Therewasno

moreSiyaandFifi.Itwasover.

IspenttherestomySaturdayinbed.Iatejunk

anddrankwinetillIcouldn'ttakeanymore.AllI

wantedwastofillthevoidbuttherewasnoone

tohelp.

Ihadnoone.Noparents,nofriends,noone.

TheonlypersonIhadleftintheworldwasnow



wasLesedi,andthatwasit.

Ieventuallyfellasleepinmytears,andwentto

theonlyplacewithnopain,andthatwassleep.

Wakingupthefollowingmorningwitha

hangoverofnote.Mymouthwasdryandijust

couldseemtoliftupmyhead.

Itriedignoringmyphone,butwhoeverwas

callingwaspersistentasfuck.SoIhadno

choicebuttoanswer

Me:Hlokes.Whatthefuck?

Him:I'vebeenringingyourbelllikecrazy 

Me:you'reoutside 

Him:yes,nowopenup.I'mflippinghungry



Me:mxm

Iputdownthecall,andbuzzedhimin. 

HlokescAmeinlookinglikeRambo.Ihadn't

seenhiminawhilebecauseofhiswork,andhe

hadclearlybeenlivinginthegym

Him:well,itsnicetoseeyoutoo

Me:shhh.Myheaddude 

Him:you'vebeendrinking

Me:yes.NowI'mgoingtofreshenup.You

bettermakesuremybreakfastisreadybythe

timeIcomedown

Him:yesmam

Iranupstairsandtookanicelongshower.I



brushedmyteeth,thengotdressed.

BythetimeIgotdownstairsbreakfastwas

readyandwassmellingmagical

Me:smellsgood

Him:sitdownandeat

Isatonthecounterandstartedeating.

Him:Soyourmantellsmehesignedthe

paper's 

Me:yep

Him:howdoyoufeel

Me:numb

Him:areyousurethisiswhatyouwant 

Me:no.Butformysake.Ihadnochoice. 



Him:Iknow 

Me:sowhatareyoudoinghere 

Him:checkingonmyfriend 

Me:thankyou

Him:donyouneedanything 

Me:Nothankyou.I'mgood

Him:justletmeknowshouldyouneed

anything 

Me:Iwill 

Him;thanksforbreakfast.Ineedtogo

Me:HowsBoniadOwami 

Him:they'regood.Wegotengagedlast

weekend

Me:wow.Congrats 

Him:thankyou

Me:Bonimustbeexcited 

Him:youshouldphoneherandfindout



Me:Idon'tthinkthat'sagoodidea. 

Him:Iwon'tpush

Me:thanks

Hlokesleftalittlewhilelater,leavingmetomy

boringself.

Idecidedtoe-mailmylawyertolethimknow

Siyahadsignedthepaper's.Heresponded

almostimmediatelyaskingmetodropthemoff.

SoIgotdressedandleftforhisoffices.Iwas

rathersurprisedthatheworkedonSaturday's,

butnonethelessIwasglad,becauseatleast

theprocesswouldgetgoing.Thefasterwe

lodgedthemorewewouldbeabletomoveon.

Therewasnouseprolongingtheinevitable.I

wasnolongerMrsNdhlovuandthesoonerI

acceptthatthebetter.
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Leavingtheattorneyofficewasdifficult.Since

Siyasignedthatwouldmeanthatwewouldbe

divorcedinamatterofdays.IwishedIcould

sayIwashappy,butdeepinsideIwasbroken.

InafewweeksSiyawouldbemarriedtoNaledi

andthatjustmademystomachturn.Ijust

hopedthatwithtimeIwouldbeabletogetover

Siya,becauseseeinghimwithherisn’tgoingto

beeasy.

Iwenttoarestauranttohavecoffee,andjob

huntedsomemore.Ineededtofindajob

beforeIdrovemyselfcrazy.Stayingathome

24/7isn’texactlymykindofthing.IknowI

didn’tneedthemoneybutIwasn’tthestayat



homealldaytype. 

Aftermycoffee,Ididsomeshopping,thenwent

backtothehouse.SiyaandLesediarrivedjust

asIhadfinishedcleaningthehouse.Hetook

Leseditoherroomtonap,thenback

downstairs

Him;Hi 

Me;Hi

Him;I’msorryIboughtherbacksoonerthan

normal 

Me;Itsfine 

Him;IleaveforCTtonight 

Me;Haveasafetrip 

Him;Ihearyouwenttoseeyourlawyer 

Me;yes.HeshouldlodgeonMonday,and

hopefullywewillbedivorcedbeforeyouget

married 



Him;mhmm

Me;isthereanythingelse?

Him;Imissyou 

Me;youshouldgo 

Him;Rifiloe. 

Me;noSiya.Youshouldgo 

Him;notbeforewediscussplansorthenext

coupleofweeks

Me;Plans?

Him;IwantLesediandyoutobeatthe

wedding 

Me;youmustbeoutofyourdamnmind.Iwill

nothavemychildanywherenearyourfamily 

Him;Ibegyourpardon

Me;youheardme

Him;Rifiloe.Thepresswillbethere.Noone

knowswearegettingdivorced.AndIwantto



keepitthatway 

Me;youarehonestlycrazy.Iwillnotbe

attendinganythingrelatingtoyouandyour

family 

Him;Yousureashellwill 

Me;Godyouaresoarrogant.Wearedivorcing

andyoustillthinkyoucandictatewhatIdo.

Well.Thatshitainthappening.Iwillnotattend

thisweddingofyoursandneitherwillmy

daughter 

Him;youmeanourdaughter.Andyouwillbein

KZNandonyourbestbehaviour,especiallyif

youwantthatdivorcefinalised 

Me;whatareyoutalkingabout 

Him;nothing.JustmakesureyouareinKZN

Me;I’mnotmakinganypromises 

Him;I’llhaveGhostpickyouupontheFriday 

Me;Siya



Him;Rifiloe.Iamnotarguingwithyouonthis.If

Ihavetogothroughwiththis,thensodoyou.I

havegrantedyouyourdivorce.Theleastyou

candoispretendtostillbemarriedforone

weekend,andthenafterthatyoucangoonwith

yourlife. 

Me;I’mnotdoingthis

Him;Thenyouleavemenochoice

SiyatookouthisphoneandIsnatcheditfrom

him

Me;siyadon’tyoudare 

Him;andwhynot 

Me;becauseIamnotYOURSanymore.You

cannotmakemedothingsIdon’twanttodo 

Him;youhonestlyseemtoforgetwhoyouare

dealingwith



Me;Siya,whatdoyoumean

Him;Nothing.Justmakesurethatyouareat

thisstupidwedding.Makesureyouarethe

supportingseniorwife,andmostimportantly

makesureyoudonotgiveanyinterviews.

None 

Me;whatever 

Him;andmakesureyouaren’tseeninpublic

withanymalefigures 

Me;Siya.stop

Him;I’mseriousRifiloe. 

Me;Howmuchlongerdoyouplanontorturing

me 

Him;notmuchlonger.Justdothisforme,

Please.Afterthisyoucangoandliveyourlife

withoutinterferencefromme.wewilltellthe

pressthatwegrewapartandthereforedivorced

Me;whydowehavetolie?Wedidn’tgrowapart.

Yourippedusapartbyagreeingtomarry



anotherwoman 

Him;Iknowthat,buttheChieftaincycannot

affordanybadpressatthemoment.Andnews

ofourdivorcerightbeforeIgetmarriedwould

causeashitstorm 

Me;FineSiya.Butafterthiswearedone 

Him;ok 

Me;youcangonow 

Him;Doyouhatemethatmuchthatyoucan’t

evenbeinthesameroomwithme

Me;Siyaofcoursenot.I 

Him;Itsfine.I’llgo

Hegavemeasmallkissonthelips,andItooka

stepback

Me;don’t 



Him;tellmeyoudon’tLoveme 

Me;youknowIdon’t 

Him;really 

Me;Yes 

Him;well.Idon’tbelieveyou 

Me;youmightaswelltry 

Him;I’mgoingtokissyouagain

IlookedatSiyaandhehadthatplayfulsmileon

hisface.

Me;don’tyoudare 

Him;andwhatsgoingtostopme 

Me;me 

Him;really 

Me;yes.Really



SiyatookonesteptowardsmeandIran

laughingtowardsthepooltable,sothatIwould

havesomethingbetweenus

Me;yougottobefastaroundhereMrNdhlovu 

Him;let’smakeadeal 

Me;I’mlistening 

Him;ifyoucomewillingly,Iwon’tdoanything

inappropriate.Exceptforkissingyou

Me;(chuckles) 

Him;or,Irunafteryouandcatchyou.AndifI

happentocatchyouthenIgettotake

advantageofthosejuicylips 

Me;nodeal

Him;InthatcaseIamcomingforyou 

Me;Siya



SiyalungedtowardsmeandIran,awaygiggling

Him;yougetonemorechancetosurrender.

AfterthatIwillshownomercy 

Me;Siya(giggles)Stop

Him:kissme 

Me;No 

Him;one,two 

Me;SIIIIYYYAAA

Him;well.HereIcome.

IranupthestairsandSiyacaughtuptome,and

heldmefrombehind

Him;ItoldyouI’dnevertrulyletgo 

me;wellIthinkyoushould



HeturnedmearoundandIlookedupathis

dreamybrowneyes

Him;CanIkissmywife 

Me;I’mnotyour

Siyainterruptedmebyputtinghislipsonmine.

Him;youtalktoomuch

Ibreathedinthisscentandswallowed.Iwanted

tostophim,butIjustdidn’tknowifIcould

Him;IloveyouRifiloe,witheveryinchofme

Me;Si

SiyakissedmehungrilyandIkissedhimback



withnoregret.Idon’tknowwhatthisthing

betweenuswas,butIhonestlydon’tknowhow

Iamsupposedtogetoverhimwithhistongue

downmythroat. 

Ibrokethekissandhesmiled

Him;I’llseeyouatthewedding 

Me;Fine 

Him;Thankyou 

Me;It’sapleasure 

Him;doyouhavesomethingtoeat 

Me;haaSiya.I’mnotyourwiferemember 

Him;well.Technically 

Me;mxm.Come.I’llmakeyouasalad 

Him;Salad?Haaichangiyabonga.I’drather

starve 

Me;wellIamnotcookingforyou 



Him;letsorder 

Me;don’tyouhavetogettoCT 

Him;WellIownajetdon’tI 

Me;Iknowthat 

Him;soletmespendtimewiththemotherof

mychild. 

Me;ok

WewentdownstairsandSiyaordereddinner

whileIsatonthecouchwatchingTV 

AfterorderingSiyaputmylegsonhislapand

gavemeafootmassage

Him;rememberthefirsttimeIcametoyour

place? 

Me;Yahh.Itwasthenightyoupickedmeup

fromChafPozi 



Him;(chuckles)Thingsweresosimplethen 

Me;yaah 

Him;andrememberthattimeyou’remother

foundmeinyourhouse 

Me;(chuckles)yahh,thatwasembarrassing.

Especiallywhenyoucamedownstairswiththe

wholebabywhowasatthedoor 

Him;(chuckles)howwasIsupposedtoknow

thatyourmotherwasdownstairs. 

Me;IthinkIsawyougopale 

Him;Inearlypeedinmypants 

Me;Giggles 

Him;weweresogoodthen. 

Me;I(sigh) 

Him;IrememberthatdayImetyou.Youlooked

likeyouwerefromthepageofamagazine.You

turnedmeonthemomentyouopenedyou

mouthabouthandlingmyportfolio.Itriedso



hardtorememberthatIwasonlytherebecause

Ineedtofindbullet,buteverytimeyouspoke

myheartjumpedabeat.Afterweconcludedthe

meeting,Iwenttolunchwithsomefriends,and

Ilookupandthereyouareorderinglunch.I

lookedatyouandwonderedhowyoursmile

was.Orhowyoulookedwhenyou’reasleep. 

Me;that’skindofcreepy 

Him;Icouldn’thelpbutimagine,howyouwould

lookwhenImadelovetoyou

Me;Siya 

Him;whenyoutoldmeyouwereinChafPozi,I

wasattheoffice.IhadtogettoCTbecause

therewasanissuewithCUBA.ButIcouldn’t

thinkofleavingyou.Notwithallthosemenwith

you 

Me;that’sjustsilly 

Him;yah.Thatwasthebeginningofmy

downfall.Ifuckingfellhard 



Me;Chuckles 

Him;Ijustwishwecouldmakethiswork,but

hereIamagainonyourcouchandweareinthe

middleofadivorce.I’mabouttomarrya

womanIhavenofeelingsforwhatsoever. 

Me;Siya 

Him;I’mnotsayingyoushouldforgiveme.I

meanwhatwomaninherrightmindwould

forgivewhatI’vedone.Itjustsucks,becauseI

reallythoughtwehaddoneit.Weweremarried

andthingsweregoingtobejustfine 

Me;Maybeitjustwasn’tmeanttobe 

Him;Idon’tthinkso.IthinkIjustreallyscrewed

up 

Me;yes.Prettymuch 

Him;wouldyoueverconsidertakingmeback 

Me;inanotherworldmaybe.Butrightnowits

bestthatweareapart.Maybejustbefriends 



Him;friendswithbenefits 

Me;nobenefits.Justfriend.Parent’sco-

parenting

Him;haai.Idon’tknowaboutthat 

Me;Itseitherthatornothing

Him;well.Friendsitis 

Me;shakeonit 

Him;I’mmassagingyourfeet.That’sthe

handshakeyouget 

Me;fine

Siyastayedforacoupleofmorehours.Wehad

dinneranddiscussedhisupcomingwedding.I

don’tknowwhatweweredoing,butIwasglad

wecouldjustTalkwithoutendingupintoafight.

Hopefullywecouldjustkeepthisupand

eventuallywecouldbejusttwoparentstaking

careofourdaughtertogether.
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IlookedatSiyaandIonthecouchandforthe

firsttimeinforevertherewasnoanger.

Ididn’thatehim,infactIdon’tevenwish

anythingbadforhim.Ijustenjoyedbeing

aroundhimtalkingaboutwherewecomefrom.

Ilovedhimwitheverythinginme,butIwasn’t

interestedinbeinghissecond,buthewasmy

daughter’sfatherandthatmeantwewould

havetobeineachother’slives,andusbeing

cordialwouldjusthavetodo.

Siyadidn’tendupgoingtoCTinsteadhespent



theweekinJHBwithus.Heinsisteditwas

becausehehadbusinesstotakecareofat

NdhlovuCorp.butdeepdownIknewitwas

becausehewasavoidinggoingbacktothatbig

asslonelyhouseofhis.

Myattorneyhadcontactedmeduringtheweek

toletmeknowhehadlodgedthedivorce

papers.Itwasnowonlyamatteroftimetillwe

weredivorced,andherewewereplayinghouse.

Siyawassleepinginthesparebedroom

downstairs,whileLesediandIStayedupstairs.

Iknowitwasinappropriatetohavehimhere

seeingthathewillbemarriedsoon,ButIreally

enjoyedbeingherewithhim.Herespectedmy

spaceandhardlyevertouchedme.Insteadhe

wasjustbeingagreatfatherandanevenbetter



friendtomeandIwasn’texactlysurethatthat

wasagoodthing,becauseIwasstartingto

wonderifthiscould’vebeenus.Couldwehave

beenthishappy?

Ihadbeentoacoupleofinterviewsandnailed

themall.Ireceived2offersoutofthe5andI

wentwiththeonethatwasmoreflexibletime

wise,becauseofLesedi. 

IwasduetostartinJanuaryandSiyaandIhad

decidedthatLesediwouldgotopreschoolnext

year.

IspentmostofmyFridaywithLesedi,wewere

inthegardenwhenSiyaarrivedfromwork.

Him;Hey...Mytwofavouritewoman

Me;Hey



HetookLesedifrommeandspunheraround.

Lesediloveditwhenhedidthatandquite

franklyitscaredmebecauseIthoughthewould

dropit.

Siyafinallyputherdownandtookherinsideto

thenannytogetcleanedup,whileIstayedin

thegarden,soakinguptheson.

Siyacameoutsideandsatnexttome,and

handedmeaglassofjuice

Him;Iwasthinking 

Me;ok 

Him;weshouldgofordinner 

Me;dinner?

Him;yaah.Idon’tfeellikecooking 



Me;you’vebeenlivinghererentfreeforthepast

week.Theleastyoucandoiscook 

Him;(chuckles) 

Me;YouneedtogobackSiya.Youcan’tstop

avoidingyourlifeforever

Him;Youtalktoomuch 

Me;mxm 

Him;SoDinner?

Me;whenareyouleaving 

Him;OhgoshIhavenoidea.I’mstartingto

thinkIshouldbuyahouseinJHBagain.Isaw

onedowntheroadfromhere 

Me;hayi.SiyaIdon’twantyoulivinginJHB 

Him;Rifiloe.Theheadofficetomycompanyis

here.OfcourseIwantahousehere 

Me;WhynotliveinthehouseinSandton 

Him;toomanymemories.I’msellingit 



Me;mhmmm 

Him;canwegotodinner?I’mstarving 

Me;I’llgetLesediready 

Him;Ithinkshe’sasleep.Soitlookslikeit’sjust

the2ofus 

Me;SiyaIdon’tthink 

Him;stopthinkingandletsgo

Irolledmyeyesandwenttofetchmypurse.I

checkedandLesediwasindeedfastasleep. 

IgaveherakissandleftwithSiyafordinner.

Me;sowherearegoingfordinner?

Him;IwasthinkingmaybeLuce 

Me;howveryconvenient 

Him;what 

Him;Siyatheverysameplacewehadourfirst



date 

Him;Ilikethefood 

Me;Siya 

Him;I’mserious 

Me;(sigh)

Wesatattheexactsametablewesatatlast

time.Wetalkedandjustenjoyedeachother’s

company.Ireceivedanemailfrommylawyer

justaswehadordereddessert.Iwentthrough

theemailanditconfirmedthatourdivorcewas

finalised.Ilookedatmyringandswallowed

pastthebiglumpinmythroat.

Him;Rifiloe.Whatisit?

ME;ourdivorcehasbeenfinalised

SiyaputdownhisglassandIgavehimmy



phone.

Him;sothisisitha 

Me;yahh,Iguessso 

Him;Ican’tbelievewewentthroughwiththis 

Me;Ineedtogototheladies 

Him;Rifiloe

Me;actually,canwego?I’mfeelingabit

lightheaded 

Him;ok.I’llgetthebill 

ItookSiya’skeysandwenttothecar,whilehe

paidfordinner.Ineededtocrymyeyesoutfor

amomentandIwantedtodoitinprivate. 

IhonestlyhavenoideawhyIwascrying.Iwas

theonewhowantedthis,sowhywouldIbethis

heartbroken.



Iwipedmytearsaway,justasSiyaapproached

thecar.Hecameinandlookedatme

Him;you’vebeencrying 

Me;I’mjustbeingsilly 

Him;Rifiloe 

Me;Letsgohome 

Him;ok

Wedrovehomeinsilence.Therideseemed

longerthanjust15minutes.Ihadsomany

thingsgoingthroughmymind.Iwassingle.I

hadn’tfoughthardenoughformyfamily.Lesedi

wouldn’tgrowupwithbothmeandherfather.

Thisweekhadledmetobelievethatwewere

ok.Thatwewereafamily.EventhoughSiya

stayedinthespareroom,andthatwehadn’t



beenintimateinsolong.Butforthefirsttimein

ourrelationshipwewerenormal.Heleftat8am

togotowork,andhewasbackby5pm.He

wouldputLeseditobed.Hewouldn’ttakecalls

athome.Hewasgentle.Hewaseverythingthat

Ithoughtthathewasinthebeginning.Theonly

problemwasthathewasdoingeverythingI

criedandbeggedforthroughoutourmarriage,

attheveryendofit.

WearrivedhomeandIwentstraighttomy

room.Iwantedtomourntheendofmy

marriage,andtheonlywayIknewhowwasby

cryingandlettingthepaininmyheartgo.

Siyawalkedintomyroomandlookedatme,

withjustasmuchpainreflectedonhim.Ididn’t

needtosayanythingtohim.Hejusttookoffhis

shoesandlayinbedcuddlingmeasIcriedmy

eyesout. 



RightnowallIwantedwashimandyethe

wasn’tminetohaveanymore.Insteadhewas

goingtobesomeoneelsehusband.Allbecause

Icouldn’tstickitout.
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WakingupinSiya’sarmswasconfusingand

wormasever.Siyawaswrappedupinmeand

breathingwarmlyonmyneck.Iwantedtotell

himtomovebutIwastoocomfortable.SoI

driftedbacktosleepandletmyselfbelievethat

wewereok.Atleastinmydreamswewere

livingourhappilyeverafter

WhenIfinallywokeupagainSiyawasn’tinbed.

Ilookedatthetimeanditwasafter9:00am. 

Igotupandwentdownstairs,andfoundSiyain



thekitchen.

Him;morning 

Me;morning 

Me;where’sLesedi?

Him;thenannytookherforawalk 

Me;ok 

Him;Howyoufeeling 

Me;I’mgoingtogoshower.I’lltellyouwhenI’m

done 

Him;I’llmakebreakfast 

Me;Thankyou

Iwentupstairs,andtidiedupmyroom,then

wenttotakeashower.Godonlyknowswhat

thisdayhasplannedforme.



IwentdownstairsandSiyaandfoundSiyaon

hisphone.Icouldtellhewasabitfrustratedso

Idecidedtoeasedrop.Idon’tknowwhy,butfor

somereasonIwasjealousbecauseIknewit

wasNaledi

Him;Naledi.IsaidIwasgoingtodothis.Solet

mebeforGod’ssake 

Her;ButSiyayouhaven’tbeeninvolvedwith

planningthewedding. 

Him;youcanhandlethatmos

Her;Iknow,Butweareduetobewedinaweek

andyouarenowheretobefound. 

Him;I’vegottogo 

Her;Siya.Wait 

Him;what?

Her;can’twejusttry.Iknowyou’reonlydoing

thisbecauseofwhatDumisanididandbecause



thearmydeal.Butcan’twejusttryactinglike

husbandandwife.Maybespendmoretime

together.Weareafterallspendingtherestof

ourlivestogether.Theleastwecandoistry 

Him;Naledi.IhavetoldyouIamnotinterested

inbeingwithyoulikethat. 

Her;whatdoesshehavethatIdon’t 

Him;I’mnotdiscussingRifiloewithyou.

Siyahunguponher,andIstoodtherejust

gatheringmyself.Thenwalkedintothekitchen

Me;mhmmthatsmellsgood 

Him;Omelette 

Me;Thankyou 

Him;howareyoufeeling 

Me;better.Thankyouforbeingthere 



Him;Idon’twanttobeanywhereelse

Isatatthebreakfastcounterandenjoyedmy

breakfast.WhileSiyastarredatme

Me;what 

Him;you’rebeautiful 

Me;mcm 

Him;(giggles) 

Me;aren’tyoueating 

Him;Iateearlier 

Me;mhmm

Him;marryme 

Me;hawSiya 

Him;I’mserious 

Me;youneedtogetbacktoyourlife.Andby

nextweekendyouwillbemarried 



Him;Don’tremindme

Igotupandwenttowashmyplate,thensatin

theloungeandSiyafollowedme.Icouldtell

therewassomethingonhismind.

Me;aren’tyougoingtowork 

Him;it’saSunday

Me;wellthat’sneverstoppedyoubefore 

Him;well,Ihavestaffwhoarecapableof

handlingeverything

Me;ok

Him;babycanIaskyousomething 

Me;yes 

Him;IfIdidn’tmarryNaledi.Wouldyoutakeme

back 

Me;Siya 



Him;Justhearmeout.IfIfoundaway.Would

youtakemeback

Me;Idon’tknow.

Him;whataremychances 

Me;Si

Him;hypotheticallyspeaking 

Me;40% 

Him;40%?Damnthatlow 

Me;wellSiya.IfHypotheticallyIweretotake

youback.Iwouldneedalotfromyouandquite

franklyIdon’tthinkyouwouldbeabletogive

methose 

Him;thinglike?

Me;whyareweevendiscussingthis?YouandI

aredivorced.There’snoturningback 

Him;Iknow.ButwhatI’maskingisweatheryou

wouldeverconsiderbeingwithmeagain 

Me;maybe 



Him;that’sgoodenough 

Me;Siya.Youhavethatlookinyoureye 

Him;Nothing.Iamjustweighingmyoptions 

Me;Lordhelpusall 

Him;(chuckles)Ineedafavorfromyou 

Me;what 

Him;Ineedyoutobasicallytripleyousecurity 

Me;why 

Him;because.Justtrustme 

Me;Siya 

Him;Rifiloe.IknowIhavegivenyounoreason

totrustme.ButIbegyou.Please.Justgiveme

timetoprovemyself 

Me;Siyathis 

Him;shouldyoudecideyoudon’twantmeback

afterthis,thenfine

Me;afterwhat 



Him;justletmeprovemyselftoyou 

ME;canIthinkaboutthis 

Him;whileyouthink.Ineedtogo 

Me;gowhere 

Him;betteryoudon’tknow.I’llkeepincontact

though 

Me;incontact?SiyayouaregoingintoGhost

mode,andthatcanonlymeanttrouble

Him;illchattoyoulater

Siyagotuptoleaveandleftmeevenmore

confused.Godonlyknewwhatthehellhewas

upto.Ijustprayedthatwhateveritwas

wouldn’tmakethingsanyworsethanthey

alreadywere.
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Siyawenttohisroomandcamedressedina

suit.Ilookedathimandalltracesofthesweet

manthatgraceduswithhispresenceforthe

pastcoupleofdayswasgone.Ghosthadrisen

fromthedeadandlookedlikehewasreadyto

kill. 

Istoodupandlookedathimwithanxiousness

Him;I’llseeyoulater

Me;Siya.Ihaveabadfeelingaboutwhatever

youareabouttodo 

Him;Rifiloe.Ineedtosortoutthismess. 

Me;whatmess.Canwejusttalkaboutthis

beforeyouleave?

Him;we’lltalktonight 

Me;ok 

Him;I’mgoingtofixthisRifiloe.Iknowitmight



betoolate.ButIloveyouandIhavetofixthis 

Me;(sigh) 

Him;seeyoulate

SiyaturnedaroundtoleavebutIheldontohis

arm

Me;wait 

Him;what’swrong 

Me;nothing.Justkissme 

Him;mhmm

Me;kissme 

Him;damn

Siyapulledmeinandkissedmelikehehad

neverkissedmebefore.Iputmyarmsaround

hisneckandjustgaveintoallthedesiresofmy



heart.Siyawasn’tperfect.Infacthewascrazy

asfuck.ButnonethelessIlovedhiscrazy.

Webothpulledawaybecauseweneededto

catchourbreath

Him;I’vemissedyou 

Me;I’vemissedyoumore 

Him;doesthismean 

Me;Ohhhhnobuddy.Thisdoesn’tmean

anything.JustthatIlikeyourlips 

Him;isthatallyoulike 

Me;(giggles)nonotexactly 

Him;sotellmewhatelseticklesyourfancy 

Me;sortoutwhateverisgoingoninyourhead,

andImightjustshowyou 

Him;soundsfun 



Me;maybe 

Him;Iloveyou 

Me;Iknowyoudo

Him;onemorekiss

Ileanedinandgavehimakissonthecheek

andheleft. 

Ithoughtabouthowthingsweresobadandyet

despiteit,Istilllovedhimwitheverythinginme,

butIwasn’tsureifIwouldbeabletoletgoand

putmyheartinhishands.Iguesstimewould

justhavetotell.

Lesedi’snannycamebackandwenttoputher

tobed.IhaddecidedtostartweeningLesedi.I

plannedonbeingbackatworkinJansoitwas

bestformetostopbreastfeedinghersinceshe

wouldbestartingpreschoolaswell.Lordonly

knowshowIwasgoingtocopenotbeingwith



her24/7.

SinceIwasinsuchagoodmood,Idecidedto

gotothemallanddosomeChristmas

shopping.Wehadn’tputupaChristmastreeyet,

andIknewhowexcitingthatwouldbefor

Lesedi.AndIhopedSiyawouldbehometohelp

putitup.

Ispentmostofmydayatthemall.Ididmyhair,

nails.BoughtsomeChristmasgiftsandfinally

wenttoarestauranttohavesomelunch.

Iorderedachickensalad,andcheckedinon

Lesedi.ThenlookedupandSawJason

standinginfrontofmewithahugegrinonhis

face

Iwrappedupmycallwiththenanny,andstood



togiveJasonahug

Him;Well,wellwell. 

Me;hi 

Him;youlookgood 

Me;thankyou.Sodoyou 

Him;Ididn’tknowyouwerebackintown.Oh

waithowIcouldknowwhenyoublockedall

accesstoyou 

Me;Jase 

Him;don’tworryaboutit.Ifiguredyouhadgone

backtoyourhusband 

Me;(sigh) 

Him;soyou’rebacktogether 

Me;yes.Andwehaveadaughter 

Him;wow.Welltheregoesallmychances 

Me;Jasonit’snotlikethat 



Him;don’tworryaboutit. 

Me;joinmeforlunch 

Him;yousure?

Me;yes

Him;thenI’dloveto

Wesattogetherandcaughtuponeverything

wehadmissedoverthepastyear.Itfinallyfelt

goodtoknowthatatleastIstillhadonefriend

inJHBwhoIcouldtalktoonfriendlybasis.My

onlyproblemnowwasdealingwithSiya,

becausehewasgoingtoflip,whenhefindsout

IgaveJasonmynumber,that’sifhedidn’t

knowalready.

AfterlunchwithJason,Iheadedhomeand

decidedtocallSiyaonmywaythere



Him;Hibabe 

Me;Hey

Him;Whatup 

Me;youbusy 

Him;yes.Butnottoobusyforyou 

Me;IwasjustlettingyouknowIbumpedinto

Jasonatthemall,andhadlunchwithhim. 

Him;(silence)

Me;ohandIgavehimmynumber 

Him;(clearsthroat) 

Me;okbye 

Him;Rifiloe 

Me;yes 

Him;Itscool.Idon’tlikethewholeJasonthing.

ButIwon’tstandinthewayofyourfriendship

Me;thankyou 

Him;ok.Illseeyoutonight 



Me;ok

Siyacutthecall,andIreleasedthebreathIwas

holding.Siyahadtotallysurprisedme.Iwas

expectingatalkandahalffromhim,but

insteadheseemedabitcalm.Iknowdeep

downhewasonfire,butIappreciatedthathe

didn’toverreactortrytoblockme.Insteadhe

sacrificedhisfeelingsovermyfeelings.And

thatjustmademelovehimmoreandmore

everyday
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Ispenttherestofmydaywithmybabygirl.I

wantedtoputupthetreebutdecidedit’sbetter

towaitforSiya.Hopefullyhewouldbehome

soon.Iwasalsohopingthathewouldtellme



whateveritwasthathewasplanningondoing.I

wantedhimtoletmeinandIknowthatthat

wouldbedifficultforhim,butIdidn’twantany

moresecretsbetweenus.

*************SIYA********************

SpeakingtoRifiloeaboutJasonwasonehellof

abitterpilltoswallow.ButIwasn'tgoingtodo

whatIusuallydo.IplannedonwinningRifiloe

backandtheonlywayIwasgoingtodothat

wasbychangingthewayIdidthings.Iwasn't

comfortableatallwiththewholeJason

friendshipbutRifiloehadgivenupsomuchfor

me.TheleastIcoulddowasgiveupmy

insecuritiesForher,andlearntotrustherwith

everythinginme.AllIhadtodonowwasto

dealwithThisissueofthewedding..Ihadto

callitoffASAP,butfirstIhadtodealwith

Dumisani.Thisshithadgoneonfortolong.I



hadtogetridofhimbeforeIcouldcalloffthe

wedding.It'stheonlywayNaledicouldbesafe

andicouldkeepRifiloe.

IhadnochoicebuttobreakthepromiseImade

toNalediandherfamily.Iwouldhavetofinda

waytokeepthedealwithLesotho.

Me:Nails.Ineedafavour

Him:anythingboss

Me:IneedthesecuritydetailatRifiloeshouse

doubledasinyesterday.ThenIneedateamat

NaledishouseandanotheratKZN 

Him:iseverythingok

Me:no.Shitisabouttogocrazy,amdIneedto

makesuremyfamilyistakencareof 

Him:I'llgeteverythinginororder

Me:whenyou'redoneIneedyoutrack



Dumisani.Ineedtoknowallofhismoves.I

wanttostrikeasinyesterday

Nailslookedatmeshocked.Heknewexactly

whatthismeant.Inourworldyoucankilljust

aboutanyonebutweneverlayahandonfamily.

ButThistimeihadnochoiceDumisanihad

causedallthisshitandnowihadtotakehim

outonceandforall.Ihadlethimgetawaywith

alotoutofflea,butnowinowtofacetheone

demoninmylifeandmakesurehedoesn'tsee

mecoming

Him:Bossareyousureaboutthis 

Me:sincewhendoyouquestionadirectorder

feomyourliuetenant

Him:youknowIneverdo.Butthiisyour

brother 

Me:don'tyouthinkIknowthat.Nowstopwith



thequestionsanddoastold 

Him:yesboss.

Me:keepmeintheloop.Ineedtogethome

Him:sho

Ilefttheofficewithanombermood.Ihadnerve

thoughtthisdaywouldcome.IjustwishIcould

sharethiswithRifiloe.Butmysecretabout

DumisaniandmyreasondokillIhimwouldbe

onethatiTaketothegravewithme.

Idecidedtogopasttheflorist.Ihadn'tbought

Rifiloeflowersinawhile,andquitefranklyshe

deservessomuchmore.Ijusthopedshewould

givemeafewweekstogetthingsinorder

Whenigothome,Lesediwasbusythrowinga

tantrum,andyoucouldtelRifiloehadjustabout



enoughandwasonthevergeofGivinghera

hiding.

Leasedsawmefirstandsobbedherlittleeyes

out.IknowIshould'verathernotgotten

involvedbuthercutelittlefacewassoredI

couldn'tholdmyself.

Itookherandsheinstantlystoppedcryingand

putherarmsaroundmyneck,whileIPattedher

back.Rifiloelookedupatmedispleased.I

leanedinandgaveaherakissthentookelseup

forherbath.

*****************Rifiloe**************

SiyawalkedthestairswithLesedi.Iswearthat

littlegirlhadhimwrappedaroundhislittle

finger.Hehatedseeinghercryandsheknewit.



Icleaneduparoundthekitchen,andfounda

beautifulbouquetofrosesonthecounter.I

lookedatthenoteanditjustread"I'msorry"I

smiledandplacedtheflowersinavasethen

puttheminthediningroomandsetupthetable

forDinnerandwentupstairstotakeashower.

Sheicamedown,Siyahadalreadybathedand

putLeseditobed,andhadalreadydishedupfor

us.

Hestoodupandpulkedohmychairforme

Him:canIgetakiss 

Me:comegetit.

Hepulledmecloserandputmyarmsaround



hisneckandgavemeakissthatmademe

weakattheknees.

Whenhebrokethekisshelookedatme

grinningly

Him:doyoulikeyourflowers 

Me:yes.lovethem

Him:I'mglad 

me:howwasyourday 

Him:finethanks

Wehaddinnerandwenttodecoratethe

Christmastree.Siyawasteasingmeabout

beingtooshort.Idon'tknowwhatmademe

turnaroundbutisawDumisanistandingatthe

entranceofourdiningroom.



Siyaturnedaroundandpulledouthisgun.And

Dumisanididthesame.Istoodinbetathemnot

knowingwhattodo.Ihadthoughtthingswere

Seattledbutnowitlookedlikethingswere

goingtigetbadbeforetheygotbad.
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IstoodinbetweenSiyaandDumisanitryingto

figureoutamillionquestionsgoingthroughmy

mind.LikehowthehelldidDumisaniget

passedsecurity.

IlookedatSiyaandtheamountofhatredinhis

eyeswashorrid.Hehaddonea360anditwas

obviousthatSiyahadtakenabackseatand

Ghosthadtakenover



Him:Rifiloemove

Myfirsinstinctwastoarguewithhim,buti

decidedagainstitandmovedbehindhim.

Him:Dumisaniwhatareudoinghere 

Dumi:Well.Iheardyouwerelookingforme,soi

figuredI'dhonoryourinvitationwithapersonal

visit

Him:wellthatwasstupid 

Dumi:judgingbythelookonyourfaceitwas

obviousyouweren'texpectingme 

Him:onthecontrary.Youareeightwhereiwant

youtobe 

Dumi:howso

Him:ialwaysknewtherewasaleakinmy

securitydetail,andnowIknowwhoitis



JustasDumisaniwasabouttoanswer.Nails

walkedinwithHlokes.

Hlokes:Iseewe'reintimefortheshow

Nails:Illgrabthepopcorn

SiyasmiledandIgotmoreconfused.How

couldhesmilewhenthingsseemedsotense

DumimovedhisgunfromSiyatoNails.Thento

Hlokes.Helookedhellofaconfused

Dumi:whatthehellNails.Ithoughtwewere

cool.Wehadadeal

Nails:Yahwell.Dealover 

Hlokes:youhonestlythoughtyoucouldbuy

loyaltyfromamanwhohasbeenintheforce

withGhostforover10years



Siyalookedathisbrotherandheputhisgun

down.

Him:SoDumisani.Itlookslikeyouwereplayed.

Bigtime

Dumi:Thisisn'ttheendSiyabonga.Iamyour

brother.Youcantkillmeandwebothknowwhy

HIM:we'llseeaboutthat.Sowhydon'tyouput

thegundownandwalkoutofhere,becauseifi

oranyofmymenhavetotakethatgunfrom

you.Itwillonlymakethingsworseforyou

Dumisani:DoyouthinkIwouldhonestlygo

downwithoutafight?



Siya:itsinyourbestinteresttonofightthis.

Youcaneitherdiewithdignityorwithabullet

throughyourhead.Plusidon'tthinkRifiloe

wouldappreciateyoursplatteredbrainallover

hercouch.Especiallysinceshedidthedecorall

onherown

Dumi:youreallythinkthisisthetimeforjokes

Him:I'mjustsaying.Sowheatwillitbe?

DumisanilookedatSiyaandatHlokesbuthe

wasn'tbackingdown.Insteadhelookedbackat

Siyaandsmiled

Dumi:Howaboutwestartoffbytelling

everyonewhyyouwanttokillme.Maybethen

wecouldtalkaboutmysurrender



SIYAstartedfidgetingandIknewhewas

uncomfortable.Likehewasn'tGhostbut

someoneididn'tknow

Him:Idon'thavetimeforthis.Hlokes

HlokesstoodupandDumisanipointedthegun

athim

Dumi:tellthembabybrother.Tellthemhowi

hadyouatmymercy.Tellthemhowimade

yourlifesomiserable.Tellthemhowthebig

andmightyGhostwasallthankstome.Ifi

hadn'tdonewhatididyouwouldn'thavebeen

anything.

Siya:shutupbeforeiputabulletthroughyour



head

Dumi:you'regoingtokillmeanyway.Imightas

wellgooutwithabang

SiyalookedatDumisanithenatme.

Him:Rifiloe.goupstairs. 

Me:Siya

Him:please.Justgoup.Illcallyoudown

Igotupshakinglyandwentupstairs.Iwasn't

comfortablewithbeingupstairsalonewithout

Siya,butIknewthatthingswerenotgoingtobe

good.Soitsbettertodoastoldthantoargue

IgotupstairsandwentstraighttoLesedi's



room.Mylittlegirlwasfastasleepand

oblivioustotheshitstormdownstairs.

Ipickedherupandwenttomyroom.Ijust

prayedthatwhateverwashappeningthatSiya

wouldn'tgethurt.Isatinbedwonderingabout

whatDumisanihadmeant.Whydidhefeellike

hehadmadeSiya.WhywasSiyasoweird

aroundhim.

Istayedinmyroomforoveranhour,andthen

heartagungooff.Ijumpedandgrabbedmy

baby.Ididn'tknowwhohadbeenhurtbuti

prayeditwasn'tSiya

myfirstinstinctwastogodown,butiwasto

scaredtoleaveLesedialone.

Istartedpanickingandcrying.WhatifSiyahad



beenshot.Whatifhewasgoneandiwouldn't

everseehimagain.HowwouldLesedigrowup

withouthim

Iwon'tknowwhenSiyawalkedin,butalliknow

ishehadhiswormarmsaroundme.

Iimmediatelystartedcrying,tryingtogaspthat

hewasindeedok

Him:shhhbaby.We'reok

Me:Siya(sniff)

Him:I'msorryyouhadtobehereforthis.Idon't

knowwhatHlokesandNailswerethinking 

Me:Idon'tcare.I'mjustgladthatyouareOK 

Him:i'mfine.Butineedtoheadintotheoffice



Me:dontleaveme

Him:(sigh)baby 

Me:pleaseSiya. 

Him:ok.Butineedtosortoutafewthingsnow.

Thatcannotwaitfortomorrow

Me:Cantyouworkfromhere 

him:No.IneedtoputBulletandNailsintheir

place.Thosetwowerefuckingincompetent.

TheyledDumisaniherewithoutconsultingme.

Youcould'vebeenhurt

Me:I'msuretheyhaditcovered

Him:,doesn'tmatter.Igavethemordersand

theydeliberatelydisobeyedme 

Me:thatcanwait.Rightnowyourwifeneeds

you

Him:Mywife?

Me:yes.Yourwife



Him:inthatcase.Giveme10minutesandI'm

allyours.

*********siya**********

Iwentdownstairsandfoundmyreamcleaning

up.

IlookedatHlokesandjustshookmyhead.I

knowhewantedtoexplainbutIwasn't

interested.Hehadtakenadecisionandran

withitwithoutmyconsentandthatwastotally

unacceptable.ButaspromisedIwoulddeal

withallofthistomorrow.Allineededtodowas

getridofthefurniturethathadblood,Dumisani

wasluckytostillbealive.Butbythistime

tomorrowhewouldbeagonnerandtheworld

wouldbeabetterplace.



Theteamfinishedupandeventuallyleft.

IhadhopedRifiloewouldbeasleepsinceItook

longerthan10minutes,butunfortunatelyshe

waswideawakeandIjustknewshewasgoing

toaskmeamillionquestions,andquitefrankly

Iwasn'tsureIwasgoingtobeabletotellher

thetruth.Ihadburiedthetruthforsolongand

nowthethoughtofitresurfacingwasn'texactly

pleasing.

Me:youstillawake

Her:Yes.Icouldn'tpossiblysleep.Toomany

questions

Me:cantheywaittilltomorrow

Her:nonotexactly

isatnexttoRifiloe,andputmyhandinhers.



Me:babyI'mnotreadytotalkaboutthis.Iknow

itsaskingalot,butpleasecanwejusttry

movingon. 

Her:Whenwillyoubeready

Me:Idontknow.Ijustdontwanttoeventhink

aboutit

Her:Siya.Whateveritiswecantalkaboutit.

We'llmakeitwork.Butyouhavetotrustme

enough 

Me:you'llneverlookatmethesameafteryou

know.Pleasebaby.I'mbeggingyou.Letitgo

Her:Sigh

Me:canwejustgotobed.Pleaseitsbeena

longnight.

Rifiloelookedinmyeyesdeeply,andilooked

away.Herpiercingstaremademefeellikeshe



couldseethetruth,andthatscaredme.Ididn't

wantherknowing.Ifshedidshewouldrunand

probablyneverlookback.Andthatwasnota

riskiwaswillingtotake.
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IdecidedtoletSiyabe,andjustlettheissuego,

becauseitwasobviousthiswasn’tthetimeto

argue.

Me;let’sgettobed 

Him;thankGod

IchangedintomyPJ’sandgotintobed.I

expectedSiyatosleepinhisroom,buthe

changedandcametosleepwithmeandLesedi.



Ididn’tbothersaying.Instead.Ijustcuddled

withmypeopleandputtheworriesoftoday

behindme.

*******************Siya

******************************

Wakingupnexttomytwobabies,waslikea

dreamcometrue.IjustwonderedifIwouldbe

abletokeepRifiloe.

Igotupandwenttomyroomtogetreadyfor

work.Iwashopingtogetoutthehousebefore

Rifiloe.ButunfortunatelyRifiloe,wasalreadyin

thekitchen.Thelookinhereyestoldmeshe

wasn’ttakinganyprisoners.Shewasona

mission,andIjustknewithadtodowithwhat

happenedlastnight.



Her;morning 

Me;Heybabe 

Her;Iseemyloungehasnofurniture 

Me;sorryaboutthat.Illhaveitreplacedbythe

endoftheday

Her;soareyougoingtotellmewhathappened 

Me;Dumisanigotoutofhand.SoIshothimin

thekneecap 

Her;ohLordSiya 

Me;baby,it’snothing 

Her;howisitnothing

Me;Ijustneededhimtoshutup.Hewouldn’t

listensoIshothim 

Her;you’recrazy 

Me;Iknow

Rifiloechuckledabitandshookherheadatme.



Ismiledandwonderedwhatshewasthinking

Her;youknowyou’regoingtohavetotellme

what’shappening 

Me;babyplease 

Her;SiyaI’mserious 

Me;Iknow.Justletmegetthroughthisday. 

Her;sowe’lltalktonight 

Me;maybe

Rifiloefinishedmakingbreakfast,andweate

mainlyavoidingwhathadhappened.Itwasn’t

awkward.InfactIcouldtellthatshewastrying

tobuttermeup,andthankfullyitwasworking.

WithinminutesIhadforgottenaboutDumisani

andwaslaughingatRifiloe’sattempttoflip

pancakes. 

IeventuallylefthomewhenLesediwokeup.I



didn’twantherseeingme,becauseIknewthat

wouldmeanthatIwouldn’tgetoutofhere

anytimesoon,andthatwasn’tonmyplansfor

today.

Iarrivedattheforceandcalledameeting

betweenme,bulletandNails.Ithinkitwastime

Iputmyfootdownagain.Itwasclearthatthey

hadforgottenwhowasincharge.

ME;wouldoneofyoutellmewhatthehell

happenedlastnight?WhyonGod’sgreenearth

wouldyoudisobeyanorder

Nails;Boss.Itwasn’tlikethat.Wetracked

Dumisani,andfoundthathewasalreadyinJHB.

SoIcontactedhimandmadeadealinourbest

interest 

Me;andyoudidn’tthinkthatyoushould’ve

calledme 



Him;boss.Itallhappenedsoquickly.Ihadthe

teamsurroundthehouse,withinminutesofhim

arriving

Me;that’snotthepoint.Thepointisyoudon’t

maketherules.Idoandit’sbestyoubothstart

rememberingthatbeforethingsgetoutof

hand 

Bullet;Dude.Canyoujusttrytohearusout?

YouwantedDumisaniandwehandedhimto

youonasilverplatter 

Me;anddidyouforonesecondthinkabout

Rifiloe,orLesedi 

Bullet;weknewyouwerehome.Weknewthey

wouldbesafe

Me;let’sgetoneonthingclear.Ifyoubothtry

anythinglikethisagain.Thenyou’rebothoutof

here.IcannotrunanagencywithpeopleI

cannottrust.Areclear 

Them;Shoboss 



ME;good.Nowwhereareyoukeeping

Dumisani 

Bullet;downstairs

Me;code? 

Nails;3695485

Me;Letsgetthisdone

ItookmygunandmadesureIhadonebulletin

there,thenwentdownstairstowheremy

brotherwasbeingkept.

IputinthecodeandwalkedintoDumisani

reelinginpain.LookingathimIknewthatBullet

didn’tbotherpatchinghiup,

Me;Wellthatlooksratherpainful 

Him;youaresick 



Me;welltakesonesickotoknowanother 

Him;mxm 

Me;soletmeputyououtofyoumisery 

Him;(chuckles)likeyouhavethegutstokill

me 

Me;maybenotthelittleboyIwasbackthen 

Him;wellmaybeIshouldtakeyouback.Give

youalittlereminderofwhatabitchyouwere

backthen 

Me;comecloserandtry.

Dumisanistumbledupandtobehonestmy

heartdropped.AllIhaveeverwantedwastokill

thisman.AndhereIhadtheopportunityand

insteadofpullingthetriggerIwasstanding

hereshakinglikeabitch.

Him;Soherewearelittlebro.Areyoureadyto



endthisordoyouwantmetoremindyouofold

times 

Me;layahandonmeandyou’redead 

Him;doesyourwifeknowaboutwhatweused

todo?Orbetteryethowmuchyouenjoyedit

Iswearmyheartstartedracing.Thisfuckerwas

standingwithinaninchofme,andhereIwas

goingbacktothehelpless8yearoldboy.Who

hadlethisbrothermolesthim?Nightafternight

withouttellinganyone.AtthetimeIdidn’tquite

understandwhathewasdoing.Hestartedoff

byjusttouchingmewhenhethoughtIwas

asleep.TillonedayIwokeupandhehadhis

handinmypants. 

Itriedmovingbutheheldmestillandtoldme

hewouldkillmeifIevertoldanyone.Itriedmy

besttostophim,butaftersometimeIgaveup.

Dumisaniwasbiggerandolderthanme.He

wastheappleofmyfather’seye,andhecould



donowrong.SoevenifIdidtellmyfather.I

knewhewould’veneverbelievedme.

SoIlethimtoit.Ilethimtouchmewithoutever

sayinganything.Tillonedayhewantedmedo

thesame,andthat’swhenthingsgotworse.He

beatmeupwhenIrefused,andIvowedto

myselfthatIwasgoingtomakesomethingof

myself.ThatIwasgoingtogointotheforce

andoneday.OnedayIwasgoingtomakehim

pay.AndnowherewasmyonechanceandI

hadliterallyfrozen.

Him;seeItoldyou.YouaremyBITCHand

nothing.Andnooneisevergoingtochange

that.Sowhydon’tyouandNaledigoandhavea

therapysessiontogether,andyougetthehell

outofmyface

Ihonestlydon’tknowwhatmademesomad,

buttheswitchinmyheadflicked,andIpulled



thetriggerwithhimliterallystandingrighta

millilitrefromme. 

Hetookafewstepsbackandlookeddownat

hisbloodingabdomen. 

Imanagedtotakeafewstepsbackandlooked

atmydyingbrotherandIfeltsomuchworse.

Thiswassupposedtobemydayofvictory,and

yetnowIfeltmoretrappedthanIdidbefore.

Iwalkedoutoftheroomandwenttomyoffice.

Me;bullet.Attendtohim 

Him;youok 

Me;fine

Iwentintomyofficeandlockedthedoor,and

literallybrokedown.Ihadsuppressedmy

feelingsandfearsforsolong.Andnowhereit



was.Itwasout.Thisisit.MytruthandIknew

thatIhadtotellRifiloe.Buthow?HowdoItell

herthatIamnotthemanshethinksIam?How

doItellherthatGhostwasjustacoverupof

myinneremotions?ThatIusedGhosttocover

uptherealemotionsthatSiyabongawashaving.

HowwouldsheeverforgivemeforallthepainI

causedherwithmydishonesty.

Ihonestlyhadnochoiceinthematter.Ineeded

totellhersothatmaybe.Justmaybeshecould

understandandtakemeback.
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Ispentmostofmydayredoingmylounge.I

wasfeelingabitoffthoughbecauseIhadtried

gettingholdofSiyatonoavail.Iknow



technicallyhewasn’texactlymine.ButIkindof

feltletdown.Itwasapproachingdinner,andhe

stillhadn’tgottenbacktome.Andtomake

thingsworsehehadn’tcalledoffthewedding.

Accordingtoblogsandthemedia.Hewasdue

tobemarriedin3days.Whichhasmademe

onehellofannoyed. 

Siyahadsaidhewantsusback.Buthehadn’t

doneanythingtoshowme.Insteadhehadshot

hisbrotherinmyhouse,andasalwaysIwas

toldtodropthesubject.Mxm

IeventuallyputLeseditobed,andwenttohave

dinnerbymyself.IwantedtocallSiyaagain,but

Iwasn’tgoingtolookdesperate.InsteadIhad

dinner,andwenttotuckmyselfinmycoldand

lonelybed.Imightaswellgetusedtoit

becausethewayitlookedIwouldbeinthisbed

aloneforawhiletocome.



Imust’vebeenasleepforatleastanhour,when

IheardSiyacomingupthestairs.Irolledmy

eyes,andtriedgettingbacktosleep. 

Siyacameintomyroom,andputonmybed

sidelamp

Him;baby 

Me;(silence) 

Him;Rifiloe 

Me;mhmm 

Him;wakeup 

Me;why 

Him;Ineedtotalktoyou.Please

Isatupandwenttothebathroomtobrushmy

teethfirst.IfweweregoingtobetalkingthenI

hadtobeonhighalert.IwantedanswersandI

wantedthemnow. 



WhenIwasdonefresheningup,Iwentsiton

thebednexttoSiya

Him;sorrytowakeyou 

Me;whatsgoingon 

Him;youlookpissed

Me;wellSiya,Ihavebeentryingtogetholdof

youthewholeday.TheTVchannelsareabuzz

withyourupcomingnuptials.Andyethereyou

areinmybedSiya 

Him;babecalmdown 

Me;calmdown?Siyayouarekeepingmeinthe

darkyetagain.YougoallamowhenIaskyou

aboutwhat’sgoingon.AllIgetisthenormal

notnow. 

Him;Rifiloe.Just 

Me;no.IneedyoutotellmewhereIstandwith

youSiya.Youhaveputeverythingandeveryone



aboveme.AndIhaveaskedyoutoletmegoa

milliontimes,buthereyouarehurtingmeagain 

Him;Icantdothis 

Me;finethendon’t.Runofftoyourprecious

Naledi 

Siyagotupandwentdownstairs.Icouldtellhe

wasfrustratedandIdon’tactuallycare.Siya

hadnorighttobemad,whenhejustspentthe

dayignoringme.

Itriedgettingbacktobed.Butforsomereason

myheartjustfeltheavy.IknewIlovedthisman

somuch,andthethoughtofhimplayingwith

mejusthurtme. 

Igotoutofbedandwentdownstairstoget

somewater.IsawSiyainhisroomwithabottle

ofHennessey.Myheartliterallybroke,because

Iknewthathewashurt.



Iwalkedinandsatinfrontofhim.

Him;don’t 

Me;whatsgoingonwithyouSiya 

Him;Rifiloe

Itooktheglassawayfromhim,andIsatonhis

lap.SomethingaboutSiyawasn’trightandI

wantedtoknowwhatitwas.

Me;Lookatme

Siyalookedawayinstead

Me;Siya.Lookatme

HelookedupatmeandIsawonlyashadowof



amanthatIknowme

Me;baby.Pleasejusttalktome.I’mhere.Just

openuptome 

Him;Rif

Me;please

Him;butthenyou’llleave 

Me;whatisit.IneedtoknowSiya.Ourwhole

marriageisbasedonlies.Justforonce.Please.

Pleasetellmewhatyouarehidingfromme.

Him;I…..Dumi…..He

IsawateardropescapefromSiyaandIhada

lumpinmythroat.Thiswasmyman.Ilovehim

witheverythinginme,andsomethingjustbroke

mewhenIsawhowvulnerablehelooked

Me;SiyaIloveyou.Iloveyoumorethan



anythinginthisworld.Justtellmethetruth.I

swearIwilldoeverythinginmypowerto

understand

IsawsomethinginSiyacrackforthefirsttime

Inourrelationship.Histearsstartedstreaming

andIknewwewereclose.

Ileanedinandgavehimahug,andhefinally

openedup.Hetoldmeeverythingaboutwhat

Dumisanihadtohim.

Myhearttoreinheartforhim.Allthistimehe

hadbeensoarrogantIthoughtitwasbecause

hedidn’tknowwhathewanted.Butinsteadit

wastheonlywayheknewhowtolove.Hehad

nevertrulyknowunconditionallove,andthere

wasnowayIwasgoingtobackup.



Siyawasmymanandthefactthathethought

thathewasn’tworthy,onlymademewantto

makethisworksomuchmore.Siyawasmore

thanGhostorthatlittleboywhowasmolested.

HewasthemanIfellinlovewithandhispast

wasn’tgoingtotaintthat.Insteadhimopening

uptomemademefallinlovewithhimsomuch

deeper.
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SeeingSiyainsuchastatemademefeelso

selfish.AllthetimesthatIjustthoughthewas

beingselfish,onlytofindouthewasdealing

withsomuchpainandIwastotallyobliviousto

thehugesecretthatwasmakinghimactthe

waythathewas. 

IlookedatthemaninmyarmsandIknewthatI



wouldfightforhimlikeneverbefore.Iwould

fightforSiyamorethananyonehasfoughtfor

him. 

Westayedinthesamepositionforawhile.Siya

wasn’tmoving.Hehadcalmeddownalotbut

youcouldtellhewasstillhurting.

Me;baby 

Him;mhmm 

Me;Iloveyou

Him;how

Iletgoandsatinfrontofhim.Ilookedathimin

theeyesbecauseIwantedhimtoknowthatI

wasserious

Me;becauseIdo.Ichosetoloveyouthen,andI

chosetoloveyouknow 



Him;butRifiloe.Ijusttoldyouthetruth 

Me;So?Whatdidyouexpectmetodo?Didyou

wantmetotellyouIdon’twantyou?OrthatI

can’tbewithyou? 

Him;yes.That’stheonethingyoushoulddo

Me;Siyayouaremessedupinallkindsofway.

ButIloveyoudespiteallthatshit.Youarethe

manIfellinlovewith.You’rethereasonIhave

Lesedi.Youareitforme.Sodespiteeverything

youcomewith.IloveyouandIamnotgoing

anywhere 

Him;Rif

ME;no.I’myours.You’remine.Thatwillnever

everchange

Him;Promise 

Me;promise

Ileanedinandkissedmymanwitheveryinch



ofme.Ihadheldoffforsolong,butnowIwas

finallyreadytoopenuptohim. 

Siyapulledawayandlookedatmewithdesire

writtenalloverhim. 

Him;Areyousureaboutthis 

Me;yes

Him;suresure?

Me;yes

Siyakissedme,andwemadelovetillweboth

couldn’ttakeitanymore.Ithadbeenmorethan

8monthssincewehadbeenintimateandIwas

gratefulthatwewaited,becausenowwiththe

truthIfeltlikeIwasmakingLovetoSiyaand

notashadowofaman.

Him;thatwasintense 

Me;yahh 



Him;thankyou 

Me;forwhat?

Him;forbeingyou 

Me;shhh.Let’sgotobed.Tomorrowisanother

day

Siyagiggledandwewenttobed.Wehadyet

anothercrazydramafilleddaybutnowitwas

timeformegetsomeshuteye.Iwould

probablyhavetoslayanotherdragontomorrow.

WakingupthefollowingmorninginSiya’sarms

wasadreamcometrue.Iwasonhischest

listeninghisheartbeat.IknowSiyawas

probablythinkingthatIwasgoingtoletwhathe

toldmelastnightgo.ButIknewthatIfwewere

goingtomakethiswork,hewouldneed

counselling.Hehasbottledupeverythingforfar

toolong,anditstimehereceivedprofessional



help.ButknowingSiyahewasgoingtobemad

ashellformeevensuggestingtheidea.

Igotup,andwenttocheckonLesedi,and

thankfullyshewasfastasleep.SoItookaquick

shower,andwentdownstairstomake

breakfast. 

Iknewthattheonlywaytodiscusscounselling

wouldbeformetoapproachtheissueat

breakfast. 

IwentalloutandmadeafullEnglishbreakfast.

BythetimeSiyacamedownwithLesedi,Ihad

justfinishedcleaningoutthemessIhadmade

Him;morning 

Me;morning 

Him;Ijustchangedher.IthoughtI’sbringher

downforbreakfast 



Me;thanksbaby.

ItookLesediandputherinherfeedingchair,

andgaveherherbreakfast.WhileSiyadished

upforhimself.

Me;sobabyI’vebeenthinking 

Him;shouldIbeworried?

Me;no.notreally 

Him;ok.I’mlistening 

Me;Iwasthinkingyoushouldmaybespeakto

someoneaboutwhatyoutoldme 

Him;Ispoketoyouaboutitmos 

Me;yes.ButIwasthinking,maybea

professional 

Him;asinashrink 

Me;well.Yes 



Him;no.I’mgood 

Me;babyjusthearmeout 

Him;rifiloe.YouareallthetherapyIneed

Me;asflatteringasthatsounds.Istill 

Him;baby.Thisisn’tupfordiscussion.Iamnot

seeingashrink.I’mnotcrazy 

Me;Ididn’tsayyouwerecrazy.Ijustthoughtit

wouldhelpifyouspoketosomeonewhoknew

howtodealwithyourissue.Icouldgowithyou

ifyouwant.Wecouldhavelikeacouple’s

therapysession 

Him;Iamnotdoingthiswithyou.

Siyastoodup,andgavemeandLesediakiss.

Thenleftforwork.

Iunderstandthathewasprobablyscaredand

thathedidn’tliketheideaofcounselling.Buthe



wouldneedtospeaktosomeoneaboutthis

Dumiissue.Thisisn’tsomethingsmall.His

brothermolestedhim.Heneedstotalkaboutit

sothathecanheal.Howareweexpectedto

havearelationshipwhenhecan’tdealwith

issues?

Afterbreakfast,IdecidedtotakeLeseditothe

zoo.Wespendsomuchofourtimeathome,it

wasjustboring.SoIfiguredshewouldenjoy

seeingalltheanimals.

Igotusready,butdecidedtocallSiyatolethim

know,incasehehadtogetthingsinorder

regardingsecurity

Him;Babe 

Me;hilove 

Him;areyouok 



Me;yes.JustthinkingoftakingLeseditothe

Zoo,andIwonderedifthatwasok

Him;mhmmmgivemeasectogetsecurityin

place 

Me;oh..Ok 

Him;amIinvitedtothisoutingofyours 

Me;afterthewayyoustormedoutthismorning.

Iwanstsureyouwouldwanttobe 

Him;Illmeetyouatthezooinanhour.Security

willaccompanyyou 

Me;ok 

Him;Iloveyou 

Me;loveyoutoo

Iendedthecallwithasmile.Siyawashopefully

goingtoseemypoint,andagreewiththe

therapysessions.Itwasonlyamatteroftime.



WespenthoursonendwithSiyaandLesediat

thezoo.Lesediwassoexcitedtoseeallthe

animals.Ihaddecidedtonotsayanything

aboutthesessions.IfiguredwhenSiyawas

ready,hewoulddiscussthemwithme.Butfor

nowwewerehavingfamilytimeandthatisall

thatmattered.

Wewerenearingtheendofthezoo,whenSiya

gotamessageonhisphone.Thelookonhis

facetoldmethatitwasn’tagoodone

Him;weshouldgo 

Me;iseverythingOk 

Him;yes.No...Canwejustgo? 

Me;Siyawhatisit 

Him;Naledi 

Me;whatabouther



Him;shetriedcommittingsuicide 

Me;OhmyGosh.Issheok 

Him;She’sbeenrushedtothehospital 

Me;doyouknowwhatcausedhertodothis 

Him;Icalledoffthewedding

IlookedatSiyaandhehasguiltwrittenallover

hisface.Imustbehonest,Ialsofeltbad. 

Siyahadbeenspendinghistimeherewithme,

andnowbecauseofthathehadcancelledtheir

wedding.Whichledhertotrykillingherself.All

becauseIcouldn’tjustputmyselfintheirshoes

andagreetolethimmarryher.Nowanything

thathappenedIwouldhaveonmyconscious

fortherestofmylife.
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croptop.willtrypostinganotheronetonight)

IpackedupLesediandweheadedtothecar.I

wastryingreallyhardtotryandnotfeeljealous,

becauseIcouldseethatSiyawasgenuinely

worriedaboutNaledi.Hewasphoningthe

hospitalleftrightandcentre,andthatmademy

stomachtieupIknots.

Wearrivedhome,andSiyawentroomhisroom

tostartpacking.Ididn’tsayanything.Ijusttook

Lesediupstairs,andgaveherbath.Icouldtell

shewasdozingofffromtheexcitingdaythat

shehadhad.SoIwantedtobathherfirst,and

thenputhertobed.

AfterLesediwasfastasleep,Iputherdownand

wenttothekitchentogrababottleofwater.I



couldhearSiyashoutingfromhisroom.Iknew

hewasonthephonewithHlokes,soIlethim

be. 

Hefinishedhiscallandcametothekitchen.

Tookmybottleofwaterandgulpeditdown. 

Isatonthecounterandstaredathim

Him;don’t 

Me;whatdidIdo 

Him;you’regivingmethatlook 

Me;Idon’tknowwhatyouaretalkingabout 

Him;Sigh 

Me;Silence 

Him;Idon’tknowwhattodo 

Me;withwhat 

Him;Naledi 

Me;Ican’ttellyouwhattodo 



Him;fuck 

Me;whatdoesyourhearttellyou 

Him;Idon’twanttohurther.ButIdon’twantto

loseyou.YouaremylifeRifiloe.AndIwon’t

loseyoubecauseofher.ButatthesametimeI

feelreallybad.LikeIcanhonestlyknowhow

shefeels.Dumisanididthesamethingtome.

Actuallyforheritwas10timesworse.She

cannothavechildren.IjustwishIcouldgiveher

backherlife

Me;mhmm 

Him;Rifiloetalktome.Tellmewhattodo 

Me;IcannottellyouwhattodoSiya.Thisis

yourlifeyouhavetomakethedecision. 

AsSiyaandIweretalkinghisphonerang

Him;yes 

Her;Siya 



Him;Naledi 

Her;Ineedyou 

Him;howareyoufeeling 

Her;nottogood 

Him;I’msorryI’mnotgoingtomakeit 

Her;pleaseSiya.Ijustwanttotalktoyou 

Him;(sigh) 

Her;please.Afterthis.I’llleaveyoualone.I

promise 

Him;fine.Illflydown 

Her;noneed.I’mcomingtoJoburgtomorrow

Him;Haveyoubeendischargedalready 

Her;yes

Him;ButIthought 

Her;Idischargedmyself 

Him;Why 



Her;becauseIneedtoseeyou 

Him;fine.Letmeknowwhenyougethere 

Her;cool

Siyaendedhiscallandhelookedupatme

whileItookmybottleofwaterback

Him;Ineedyoutodomeafavour 

Me;ok 

Him;willyoucomewithmetothemeetingwith

Naledi 

Me;Ithoughtshewasinhospital 

Him;haai.Idon’tknowanymore.Shesaysshe

dischargedherself 

Me;ohok 

Him;sowillyoucome 

Me;hellno 



Him;whynot 

Me;whydoIhavetobethere 

Him;incaseshetriestokillme 

Me;Chuckles 

Him;Okallseriousnessaside.Iwouldreally

appreciateitifyouwerethere 

Me;ohSiya 

Him;pleasebaby 

Me;fine 

Him;Thankyou 

Me;lordknowsIamnotlookingforwardtothis 

Him;justkeepanopenmind 

Me;I’lltry 

Him;sorryIwassomoody.Ijustgotafright 

Me;it’scool 

Him;canIgetakiss 



Me;no

Him;whatdoIhavetodotohaveyouforgive

me 

Me;mhhmmnowlet’ssee

Him;OhLord 

Me;howaboutwestartoffwithafootmassage.

Thenyoucanmakemedinner.Andthenyou

canrunmeanicehotbubblebath

Him;damn 

Me;youasked 

Him;ok,butdoIgettojoinyouforthebubble

bath 

Me;Ifyou’reagoodboy,thenmaybe 

Him;ok

Siyastartedoffwithdinner,thenranmea

bubblebath,andofcourseweendedupmaking

loveinthebath.Thenheadedofftobed.



Tomorrowwasboundtobeinteresting,andI

hadtogetmyemotionsincheck.Andtheonly

wayIknewhowwastosleep
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WakingupknowingSiyaandIweremeeting

withNaledi,wasn'texactlycomforting.

IwantednothingtodowithSiya.Godonly

knowswhyagreedtoitinthefirstplace.

Igotupandtookashower,thenwent

downstairstomakebreakfast.

SiyacamedownwithLesediinhisarms.



Iservedthembreakfast,anddecidedto

addressthebigelephantontheroom

Me:sotodayisDday

Him:youmakeitsoundlikeitstheendofthe

world

Me:wellitfeelslikeit 

Him:hardly

Me:doireallyhavetobethere

Him:no.ButI'dlovetohaveyouthere

Me:fine

Him:I'mgoingtoshower,thenwecango 

Me:ok.

Siyawentupstairswhileigotlesedicleanedup



BythetimeSiyacamedowniwasdonewith

Lesediandreadytoleave.

Him:shallwe

Me:weshall

Siyadoveustoasuitinahotelsomeplacein

kayalami. 

Hedidn'tbothercheckingin,wejusttookthe

elevatorandrodeuptothetopfloor.

WhenwearrivedSiyaopenedthedoorand

therestoodNalediinblacklacelingerie

Siyalookedatherandthenatme.

Him:Nalediwhatthehell



Naledilookedatmeandhadasmileonher

face,butthenputagownon

Her:notmyfaultyoudecidedtobringher

Him:youareinsane

Her:nitquite.Whydon'tyoutwotakeaseat

IobservedNalediandwonderedwhatshehad

uphersleeve.

IsatnexttoaagitatedSiyaandhopedforthe

best,becauseinallhonestymybloodwas

boiling.

Nalediofferedussomethingtodrinkandwe

bothsaidnothankyou.Honestlyiwasgetting

mad.Thisbitchwasoverherewithlingerie



underasilkrobeandshethoughtiwoulddrink

anythingshehadtooffer.

Her:Wellsinceyoudecidedtobringheralong.I

mightaswelltellitlikeitis

Him:gettothepoint

Her:Iwantyoutoreconsiderthewedding

Him:nothappening

Her:whythehellnot

Him:becauseisaidso

Her:itsherisntit



Naledipointedatmeandallisawwashatredin

hereyes

Him:Naledimywifeandmydaughter,andmy

aremylife. 

iwillnotlosethembecauseofyou

Her:really?howaboutthepremisesyoumade

tome

Him:I'msorryNaledi.But

Her:wellyouleavemenochoice.

Him:whatsthatsupposedtomean



Her:youdidn'thonestlythinkthatIwouldlet

thisgo.Youandyourbrotherruinedmylife,and

nowitstimeformetogiveyouatastehow

bitteriam

Him:Naledi

Her:no.Youwanttogobacktoyourhappylittle

family,andwhataboutme.Yourfamilyhaveyet

humiliatedmeagain.

Thewholeworldknewaboutourwedding.And

nowallofasuddenyoudecideyoudon'twant

meanymore.Wellthat'snothowitworks.Ifi

lose,thenyoulose

Him:willyoustopramblingandtellmewhy

we'rehere



Her:youputtheweddingbackonorelseiwill

telltheworldyourbiggestsecret

Siyatensedupabit,andmyfusewasaboutto

blow

Him:whatdoyoumean

Her:ithoughtthatsincewewerebothvictims,

youwouldsticktoyoupromise.Notjustforme

butforourcountry

Me:youarehonestlyderanged.Youwerea

victimjustasmuchashewas,andnowyou

wanttousethatagainsthim

Her:youstayoutofthisyoubitch.Ifitwasn't

foryouSiyaandiwouldbemarriedtomorrow



Me:didyoujustcallmeabitch

Her:isureashelldid

IgotupbutSiyaheldmedown

Him:babydont

Me:getmeoutofhere

Him:letsgo

Webothgotupandwalkedtowardsthedoor

Her:Thisisn'toverSiya.Youwillpayforwhat



youandyourbrotherdidtome.Icanpromise

youthat

Siyaandileftthehotel,bothpissedashell.

Naledihadjustdeclaredwar,andunfortunately

forussheknewtheonesecretthatsiyahad

keptsincehewasachild.

Siyadroveouttheparkinglikeaman

possessed.

Me:babyslowdown

Him:dont 

Me:itsgoingtobefine 

Him:How?SheknowRifiloe.

Me:we'llfigurethisout.Together



wedrovetherestofthewayinsilence.Instead

ofgoinghome,Siyadrivetohisoffices.

WewalkedintotheagencyandSiya

immediatelywentintoGhost.

Hegatheredhisteamandshoutedordersleft

rightandcentre.

hehadNailstrackingNaledi'sphoneandhad

PI'sdoingresearch

Naledihadjustmadethebiggestmistakeofher

life.ShehadmadeanenemyofGhostandlord

knowsthatwasneveragoodthing
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IstayedwithSiyaAttheofficethroughoutthe

day.Iknowhewaspissedbutunfortunatelyfor

histeamthatmeantthatGhostwasinfull

swing.Hewassolividthathewenttothe

shootingrangeinthebasementofhisoffices,

andwentwild.

Itookthatmoment,andwenttospeakto

Hlokes.

Me:douhaveaminute 

Him:notreally.AsyoucanseeGhostisn't

takinganyprisonerstoday 

Me:iknow.Butthiswillonlytakeaminute

him:ok.Comein



Iwalkedintohisoffice,andclosedthedoor

Him:whatsup

Me:ineedafavour

Him:what 

Me:youcanttellSiyathough

Him:justtellme

Me:ineedagun

Hlokeslaughedhiseyesout.Hereiwasbeing

seriousandhewaslaughing

Me:didisaysomethingfunny

him:youmustbehigh.Whyonearthwouldyou

needagun

me:hlokesmaan

Him;Rifiloe.Gunsarenochildsplay



Me:iknowthat

Him:sowhythesuddenneedforagun

Me:imightneedtoprotectmyself 

him:youhaveGhostforthat

Me:mxm

Him:doyouevenknowhowtohandleagun

Me:iwashopingyouwouldteachme

Him:sorryFifi.But 

Me:Hlokesplease..whatNaledisaidscaredme.

Thelookinhereyetoldmeshehatedme.

Please

him:sigh

me:pleasehlokes

Him:yourealiseGhostwontlikethis. 

me:iknow.ButthisissuewithNalediisbigger

thanjustaverbalthreat.She'soutforblood

Him:fine



Me:thankyou

Him:GhostisscheduledforCTtomorrow.He

hasameetingwiththedefenceminister.Illpick

uupat11

me:yourethebest

Igavehlokesahugandwalkedouthisoffice.

Idecidedtodrivehomealone.Siyawasstill

shootingandiwastired.Soidecidedtogive

himspaceandtrypreparingsomethingspecial

fordinner.

Whenigothome.Lesediwaswithhernannyin

theplayroom.Iplayedwithherabit,thenwent

startwithDinner.

ImadesomeofSiya'sfavouritefood.Then



askedthenannytotakeLesediwithhertoher

livingquartersforthenight.Iwantedyoensure

thatSiyaandIhadawarmromanticnight.

Wehadbeenthroughsosomuchandiwas

convincedmostofitwasduetoSiya's

selfishnessbutnowthatIknowthatitwas

becauseofhisinsecuritiesandHispastwith

Dumisani.Iwasgoingtomakeitmymissionto

makewhateverthisthingbetweenuswork.

BythetimeSiyaarrivedthehousewasdimand

ihadlaidoutmyvanillascentedcandles

everywhere.

him:whatsallthis?

me:ithoughtiwoulddosomethingspecialfor

you

Him:thefoodsmellsamazing



Me:Ihopeyou'llenjoythedesertjustasmuch 

him:(chuckles)icanguaranteeillenjoydesert

howeveritsserved

me:slowdowncowboy.Letsgetyoufedfirst

Him:comegivedaddyakiss 

Me:withpleasure

Ileanedinandgavehimakissthatemptiedout

alltheemotionsoftheday.

Whenwefinallybrokeitoffwewerebothfilled

withlust.

Me:weshouldeat

Him:yaah,butikindoflikethismorethanfood 

Me:inthatcasecarrymeupstairs 

Him:yesmam



Siyascoopedmeupandwewentupstairs.

Helaymeonthebedandhishungrylipswere

onmineinseconds.

Ilayunderneathhimashekissedme.Icould

feelhiserectionrubbinginmethroughhis

pants,andthatmademeevenmorehungryfor

him.

Istartedunbuttoninghisshirtasheundidmy

robe.

Siyalookedatmeastheroveopened.

Him:Godyou'resodamnsexy 



Me:thankyou

Siyawentbacktokissingme,andthistime

movedtomyneckandthenmystomach.

IknewjustthenwhathewasgoingtodoandI

justcouldn'twait.

Hemovedfrommystomachtomyinnerthighs.

Itookadeepbreathasianticipatedhislipson

myfountain.Butinsteadhemovedbackupand

triedkissingmeonthelipsbutiturnedmyface

andhelandedonmycheek

Him:(chuckles)

Me:Iamnotlaughing



Him:what 

Me:youknowwhat 

Him:idon't 

Me:Siyadon'tplaywithme

Him:Tellmewhatyouwant

Me:Youknowexactlywhatiwant

Him:Iwanttohearyousayit

Me:Iwantyoubaby.Please

Him:butyoualreadyhaveme

Me:mxm

Him:tellmeexactlywhatyouwant

Me:Iwantyourlipsdownthere 

Him:where?here?

hekissedmyneck,andthenlookedupatme



Me:lower

Hemovedtomybreastsandstartedsucking.I

heldontothesheetsandthenhestopped

Him:Isthatthespot?

Me:no.Lower

Hestartedkissingmytummyandicouldfeel

hewasclose.Butthenhestopped

Me:justalittlelower 

Him:yousure? 

Me:yes

His:asknicely

Me:babyplease

Him:aslongasIgettodoithoweverilike

me:ok



Him:andforaslongasilike

Me:yes.Yesyes.Justdoit

Siyagiggledabit,andstartedworkinghisway

backdowntotheoutsideofmynussy

Hestartedoutwithsmalllittlekisses,andthen

slowlicks.Iletgoofthesheets,andheldonto

hishead.

Hetookthisasanindicationandstarted

pickingupthepace.Hekissed,lickedand

suckedtillicouldn'ttakeitanymore.Itried

stoppinghimbuthecontinued.

Me:SiohGosh.Wait.Ioh

Siyacontinuedtilliexplodedalloverhim



Itriedcontrollingmyshakinglegs,andithought

thatSiyawouldstop,buthedidnt.Insteadhe

gotmegoingalloveragain.Butthistimehe

startedfingeringme.GishSiyaknewhowto

satisfyme.

HetorturedmetillhecouldfeelthatIwasover

theedgeagain,buthestoppedjustintheknick

oftime.

Iswearinearlyslappedhim.

Him:IwanttofeelyoucomewhileI'minside

you.

hegotupandundidhispantsandwithina

secondhewasfillingme.



SIYAknewiwasclose.Soheensuredthathe

movedslowly.Thedeeperhewentthecloseri

got.Hestartedgoingdeeperandfasterwhen

heknewthatihadnomorewilltoholdon.We

bothcollapsedandlettheorgasimtakeover.

Whenwebothcaughtourbreathwelay

togetherandenjoyedtheaftereffectsoflove

making

HIM:ifthisisthekindofwelcomethatI'm

goingtogetwhenicomehome,thenillbesure

togototheofficemoreoften

Me:(giggles)

Him:nowI'dlovesomedinner



me:illgetfreshenedup,thenillmakesure

you'refed

Him:don'tbath.Iplanonhavingmoredesert

Igotupandwenttodishupforhimwhileiwas

stillnaked.

Hefollowedmetothekitchenandpouredour

drinks

Him:sowhatsthisihearofyouwantingagun

Ihadaglassinmyhandandnearlydroppedit

Me:baby

him:theanswerisno



Hegavemeakissandcarriedourfoodupstairs.

Iknowhesaidno,butiwasn'tgoingtogiveup.

Naledihadthreatenedmyfamilyandnowitwas

timeigotintheringandputastoptoher.

Naledi'sdayswerenumbered.Irefusedtowait

forSiyatogothroughprotocolfirst.Iwanted

heroutourway.
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SiyaandIenjoyedtherestofourdinnerinbed.

Theeveningwentjustasihadplannedandwe

bothenjoyedit.IfellasleepinSiya'sarmsand

wokeupfeelingrevived.



Siyawasalreadyintheshower,soIwenttojoin

him.

Him:Icouldgetusedtothis 

Me:pittyI'mnotyourwifeanymore

Siyastilledabit,andcarriedonwashingmy

back

Me:Iwasjustjoking 

Him:youweretellingthetruth

Me:SiyaIdon'tneedapieceofpapertotellme

thatIamyoursoulmate. 

Him:Iknowit'sjustthat(sigh)nevermind

Me:talktome 

Him:I'mgoingtobelate



Siyasteppedouttheshower,andifinishedoff,

thenwenttogetdressed.

WhenIwentdownstairsSiyaandLesediwere

havingbreakfast.

ItookLesediandgaveherakiss.Hersmiletold

meshemissedmejustasmuchasihad

missedher.Iknowitwasonlyonenightbuti

hadhonestlymissedher.

Siyalookedatusandsmiled.

Him:baby 

Me:mhmm

Him:I'mgoingtoCapeTowntoday.I'vegota

meetingthere.ThenIneedtogotoKZN 

Me:oh



Him;IshouldbebackonChristmaseve. 

Me:mhmm

Idon'tknowwhy,butmyinsecuritieskickedIn

atfullforce.

Iwassousedtousbeinginoursmalllittle

bubble.Thatthethoughtofhimbeingoutside

ourbubblemademeuncomfortable.Ihadn't

spokentohisfamilysincethedayItoldhis

uncletogotohell.AndNowHewasgoingthere

andtheywouldprobablymakemeouttobethis

monster

Him:Babywhatisit

Me:nothing 

Him:don'tdothat

Me:dowhat 



Him:don'tshutmeout.Icanseeyou'renotok

butIdon'tknowwhy 

Me:SiyaI'mfine.I'mjustbeingchildish 

Him:tellme 

Me:it'sjustthatI'mworriedthatyouunclewill

makeyouchangeyourmind.Andyou'llcome

backandtellmeyou'remarryingNaledi,andI'll

feellikeanidiotagainforopeningmyheatto

you.

Siyasighedandheldouthishandformetosit

onhislap

Him:Rifiloe,allI'mgoingtodoisfinishoffwhat

Istarted.Ineedtoapologizetothefamilyand

alsoletthemknowaboutDumisanisdeath

Me:Siyano



Him:Rifiloe.Ihadnochoice.ITwaseitherhim

orme.AndforoneIchoseme

IlookedatSiyashocked.Ididn'texpectforhim

tokillDumisani.IhadhonestlythoughtHe

wouldjustroughhimupabit

Him:movingon.Ialsoneedtotryfindawayto

keeptheLesothodeal.WhichiswhyI'llbe

startingoffinCT.

Me:whatifyoucan'tsalvagethedeal

Him:thenitiswhatitis.I'mnotwillingtolose

whatwehavebecauseofthisdeal.Iwould've

lovedtohaveboth,butyouaremoreimportant

soIchoseyou



Me:(sigh) 

Him;youdon'thavetoworryyourselfabout

anything.InafewdaysI'llbebackandwewill

liveouttherestofourlivestogether. 

Me:WillyoucomebackwithOlwetho?

Him:Idon'tknow.I'llsee 

Me:please 

Him:youmisshim

Me:beyond 

Him:ok.I'llspeaktomymom

Me:itdoesn'thavetobeforlong.Justsohe

canspendChristmaswithus 

Him:ok

Me:thanks 

Him:sohaveyouspokentomymom

Irolledmyeyesandgotupfromhislap.



Him:Rifiloe 

Me:baby,canwenotgothere.Please 

Him:whatisgoingonwithyoutwo

Me:nothing 

Him:Rifiloe.Youknowhowmuchsheadores

you 

Me:andyetshecouldn'tevencomeandseeher

granddaughter?Lesediis7monthsold,andshe

knowsmyauntmorethanyourmother.She

didntevenphonetosayIheardaboutthebaby.

Nooneinyourfamilydid

Him:Iknowbaby.It'sjustthatwitheverything

thatwasgoingon,andthedivorce.Idon'tthink

theyknewwhattodoorsay 

Me:sothatismyfault 

Him:noofcoursenot.It'sjustthatmymother

wastoldtostayawayfromyoubythechief.



Andshehadnochoice. 

Me:sobasicallyLesediisnotacknowledgedby

yourfamily

Him:shewillbe.Ijustneedtosortthingsout.

Thenwe'llperformaceremonyforher.To

introducehertomyancestors 

Me:Idon'tseetheuse 

Him:Baby.Justtrustme.I'llmakethisright.I

promise.Let'sgetpastthesemeetings.Bury

Dumisani.Thenwecanstartsortingoutour

lives 

Me:Ok

Him:sowe'reok 

Me:yahIguess 

Him:sowillingbewelcomeinyourhousewhen

Igetback

Me:aslongasyoubringmysonwithyouthen

we'llbegood 



Him:IloveyouRifiloe.Morethananythingin

thisworld.Iamgoingtogiveyoueverythingyou

everdreamedof.Ijustneedalittletimetoiron

outthecreases 

Me;Iloveyoutoo

IgaveSiyaakissandLesedistartedcrying.We

bothlookedatherandshestartedsmiling

instead.

Him:IBettergivemybabysomelove. 

Me:She'sgoingtomissyou 

Him:it'sonlyafewdays.I'llbebackbeforeyou

knowit

Me:ok

SiyaplayedwithLesediforabit.Andthenwent

togetsomestufffromhisbedroom.



Him:domeafavourandstayoutoftrouble

whileI'maway

Me:(chuckles)I'lltry 

Him:BabyI'mserious.Noguns. 

Me:butbaby.Pleasedon'tmakemelietoyou

Him:Rifiloe.Idon'twantyoubeinginvolvedin

anyofthis 

Me:butiaminvolved 

Him:yes,butnowI'mhandlingit

Me:allIwantisonemeetingwithher.Iwon't

hurther.I'lljustroughherupabitemotionally.

Andmaybeaslaportwo.Nothingmajor 

Him:asturnedonasIamatthemoment.The

answerisstillno. 

Me:youturnedon

Him:I'mhardasarock. 



Me:(giggles) 

Him:Itsallyourfault.Iloveitwhenyou'reso

heated.ButIwon'thaveyouroughinganyone

up.Orslappinganyone.You'retoobeautifulfor

that

Me:butSi

Him:no.AndRifiloe.Pleasepleasedon'ttry

anything.Youknowtheguardswatchoveryou.

Ifyouplananything.I'llknow 

Me;mxmfine

Him:oknowgivemeakiss

Isteppedcloserandgavehimaslowsultrykiss.

Iknowhewasonlygoingawayforacoupleof

days,butijustfeltlikehewouldbegonefor

decades.Siyacouldsensemyanxietyinour

kiss,sohepulledmecloser,andwhisperedin

myear



Him:it'sonlyafewdays. 

Me:Iknow

Ikissedhimandthistimeitgotreallyheated.

ButjustasIthoughtIhadwonhimoverHlokes

walkedin.Mxm

Hlokes:(clearsthroat)youtwoneedtogeta

room

Siyapulledawayandkissedmynose

Him:wehavethewholehouse.Whywouldwe

confineourselvestooneroom

Hlokestookoutabottleofwaterfromthe

fridge.WhileSiyagavemeonemorekiss



Hlokes:dudeweneedtogo.Stopchewingher

headoffjeez 

Me:shutupHlokes 

Him:mxm.Ihopeyou'veconvincedmiss

Bonnieheretostayawayfromguns 

Me:yesHLOKES.Clydeherehadmadeitvery

clear

SiyalaughedandwenttokissLesedigoodbye.

SiyaandHlokesleftandiletoutasight.

HopefullySiyawouldbehomesoon,andwe

wouldstarttrulygettingthingsbacktonormal.

ThefirstdaywithoutSiyawasrather

depressing.LesediwasMoodyashell.She

wouldn'tstopcrying.Ieventuallygavehera



teaspoonofpanadoandhopedshewouldfall

asleep.

WhenSiyacalledIhadjustmanagedtoputher

tosleep

Me:papawaKhanyi 

Him:goshImissyouguys

Me:wemissyoutoo 

Him:yousoundtired 

Me:wellsomeonekeptmeuplastnightand

nowyourdaughterisasfussyashell,she's

beencryingallday

Him:really 

Me:yaah

Him:doyouthinkshe'ssick 

Me:noshe'sjustmissesyou



Him:keepmeupdated 

Me:Willdo 

Him:BabyI'vegottorun. 

Me:oklove. 

Him:chatlater 

Me:byebaby

AfterspeakingtoSiyaIdecidedtodosome

researchonNaledi.TheonlythingIpromised

SiyawasthatIwouldn'tharmherphysically.All

IwasdoingwasgettingtoknowwhoNaledi

was.IfsheplannedonspeakingaboutSiya

beingabused,thenIwouldhavetofind

somethingaboutherthatIcoulduseagainst

her

Ilookedeverywherebutfoundnothing.Naledi

wassqueakyclean.therewasnothingabout



herthatIcoulduse.Nothingatall.Thatalone

pissedmeoff.Howwasitpossiblethatthere

wasnoscandal.Aren'troyalsalwaysinthe

headlinesforbeingbad? 

Wellnotthisroyal.Thischickwastheheroof

hercountry.Shewaspraisedandadoredby

everyone.Shehadstartedsomanysheltersand

orphanagesinhercountry.Andyetsheseemed

somiserableandangry,whenIwenttoseeher

withSiya.Itjustmademewonderwhoshe

reallywas?

SinceIcouldn'tfindanythingonNaledi,Ihadto

findaprivateinvestigator.

TherewasjustsomethingaboutthisgirlthatI

didn'tunderstand.Nomatterhowsqueaky

cleanshewas.Myguttoldmetocarryon

digging.IknewthateventuallyIwouldfind

something.Iwasn'twillingtogiveupuntilIdid
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Ispoketotheprivateinvestigatorsandtoldhim

IneededtheinfobeforeChristmaseve.Iwas

sodesperateIofferedtopayhimdoublesince

itwasthefestiveseason.

IneededtogetridofNaledibeforeshestrikes.

OtherwiseIwouldloseSiyaandIwasn'tWilling

todothat.Especiallysincehetoldmethetruth

abouthimbeingabused.

Ispenttherestofmydaytryingtocalmdown

Lesedi.Ihadnoticedshewasteething,soI

gaveherthegelforhergums,andshe

eventuallycalmeddown.



ThateverningIreceivedacallfromRonald.He

hadfeedbackformebutinsistshecouldn'ttalk

overthephone. 

SoIgavehimmyaddress.IknowthatSiya

wouldbepissed.Buthopefullytheinformation

thatRonaldhadwouldcalmhimdown.And

helpusdealwithwithNaledionceandforall.

WhenRonaldarrivedIwenttothegatean

escortedhiminside.ThankfullyLesediwasfast

asleep.

Me:CanIofferyousomethingtodrink

Him:nothankyou.Let'sstartwiththeinfofirst 

Me:ok

Wemovedtothediningroom,andRonaldtook



outhislaptop

Him:itwasratherdifficultfindinganythingon

theprincess.Onthetopsheseemslikethe

people'speople.Butunderneathallofthatlies

thetruth

Me:thetruthabout?

Him:Thebiggestfraudsterintheworld,

Me:I'mlost

Him:PrincessNalediisathief.Allthesweet

orphanagesandshelterssherunsareallafront.

Sheisactuallysellingdrugs



Me:no

Him:that'snotit.Shepocketsallthedonations

fromS.A.forthesheltersandorphanages.

Thosekidsliveliketheyareinapigsti.

Me:butithoughtshewouldhavemoney.Sheis

royaltyafterall

Him:hermotherhascancer.Theroyalfamily

havespentafortunemedications,andtrials.

Butsheisonlygettingworse.Whichiswhy

TheyspoketothechieftogetMrNdhlovuto

marryNaledi.Thiswasherideaofmakingback

allthemoneytheyhadlostwiththetreatment,

andtohelpherwithherdrugfactory

Me:thatisalottoabsorb 



Him:it'sallsadreally.Shehassomanypeople

fooled 

Me:notforlong

Him:whatareyougoingtodowiththeinfo 

Me:Ididn'texpectforittobethisbad.Iguess

I'llhavetothinkaboutit. 

Him:ok.Wellit'sallontheflash

Me:thankyou.Letmegetyourmoney.

Iwentupstairstofetchthemoney,andthen

paidRonald.

Hecounteditandgavemetheflashdrive,then

left.



Iroamedaroundtheroomwonderinghowiwas

goingtotellSiyaaboutthis.

Iwantedtocallhim,butdecidedtowaittillthe

morning.MaybebythenIwouldhaveaclear

decisiononwhatIwantedtodo.

IwokeupthefollowingmorningandknewthatI

hadnochoicebuttotellSiyaaboutwhatIhad

discovered.Iwoulddealwithhisrageatalater

stage.

Idialledhim,andthankfullyheansweredinthe

3rdring

Him:Baby 

Me:morning 

Him:what'sup 



Me:Iahhm.Ineedtotellyousomething 

Him:Rifiloeareyouok?IsitLesedi?

Me:nobabyMaan.Lesediandiarefine 

Him:sowhatIsit 

Me:Ineedtoseeyou

Him:Baby.I'llbebackintomorrowmos

Me:Iknow,butit'surgent.

Him:howurgent 

Me:justreallyurgentSiya.

Him:IwasabouttoflytoDurban.I'llchangemy

flightplan.I'llseeyouinafewhours 

Me:thankyou 

Him:areyousureyou'reok 

Me:certain.

IendedmycallwithSiyaandwenttotakea

shower.ThenIwenttocheckonLesedi.She



wasstillfastasleep.

Itookagoodlookatmybabyandsawnoneof

meninher.Lesediisaspittingimageofher

father.Evenwhenshesleeps.Whatmakesme

laughisthewayshewrinklesherfacewhen

she'smad.ThatisSiyaathisverybest.

LesediwokeupjustasIwasstaringather.She

lookedatmeandsmiled.Ipickedherandwent

togiveheranicebath

Thenwewentandhadbreakfasttogether.

Siyaarrivedhomerightafternoon.Ihadmade

lasagnebutunfortunatelyforhimLesediwas

enjoyingherafternoonnap.

Him:Somethingsmellsgood 



Me:Iitsthelasagne 

Him:Baby.pleasetellmeyoudidn'tbringmeall

thiswaytoeatlasagne 

Me:andwhatifIdid?

Him:I'lltakeyouupstairsrightthisminuteand

spankthehe'lloutofyou

Me:soundsfun 

Him:formemaybe.Butnotsomuchforyou

Me:IthinkyoutendtoforgetthatIhavebeen

shitbefore.AndthatIhavegivenbirth.Which

meansmytoleranceforpainisquitehigh

Him:(chuckels)howcouldIforget? 

Me:okonaseriousnote.Ididn'tbringyouhere

tospankmeortoeatLasagne.Iaskedyouhere

becauseIbelieveyouneedtoseethis 

Him:seewhat

Imovedustothediningroom,andopenedmy



laptop.

IlefthimtherewhileIwenttodishupforus.

WhenIcamebackSiyalookedpissedashell

Him:wheredidyougetthis 

Me:afriend 

Him:who

Me:Baby.Pleasedon'tbemad.Ijustwantedto

help

Him:Rifiloe.IfIwantyourhelp.I'llaskforit.

Whatyoudidwasputyourselfindanger 

Me:but 

Him:youpromised

Me:IpromisedIwouldn'tgoneargunsorslap

her.Ididn'tpromisenottodigupshitonher

Him:(sigh)youaresoDamnannoyingandyet



soDamnsexy

Me:soyou'renotmad 

Him:ooh.I'mmad.Likereallymad.ButIlove

youforcaring 

Me:soI'mforgiven 

Him:notquiteyet.Youhavetoworkat

forgiveness 

Me:andwhatwouldyouproposeIdotogain

yourforgiveness 

Him:HowaboutyouhireaPI?Maybehe'lltell

you

Me:mxm

Siyasmiledatme,anddugintohisfood.Iknow

hewasmad,butiwasgladhewasn'tshouting.

InsteadhewasembracingthefactthatIaman

individualandthatIdon'ttaketokindlytobeing

toldwhattodo.



Afterlunch,Siyawenttotakeashower,whileI

checkedonacryingLesedi. 

WhenSiyacamebackdownstairs.Lesedisaw

himandimmediatelystoppedcrying.She

openedhearmsforhimtopickherupaandjust

likethatshehadSiyaputtyinherhands.

Me:sowhatareyougoingtodoabouttheinfo

Him:Ineedtoputaplaninplace. 

Me:whattimedoyouflytoKZN?

Him:tomorrowmorning

Me"oh 

Him:I'llleavefirstthing.ThenI'llbebackby

midday

Me:ok

Him:don'tpout.Iwon'tmissyourbirthday.I

promise 



Me:IjustwishthisNaledithingwouldbeover

already.It'ssoDamndraining

Him:Iknowbaby.Butwithalltheinfowehave

againsther.It'sonlyamatteroftime.Allthat

needstohappennowisformetousetheinfo

forustosecurethedealgoesonasplanned

Me:oh 

Him:what 

Me:nothing.

IleftSiyaintheloungeandwenttothekitchen.

Idon'tknowwhybutforsomereason,Iwasa

bitdissapointedthatafterallthis.Siyawould

stillbeintheforce.Iknowhedidn'tsay

anythingaboutquitting.ButIthoughtthat

maybe.Justmaybehewouldwanttoandwe

couldtrulymoveon.

IdecidedIwastgoingtoforcetheissue.IfSiya



andIweregoingtostartourrelationshipagain,

thenIwasn'tgoingtoforcehimtomakethe

decisionforhimself.Iwasgoingtodomybest

tobethesupportivepartner.Maybewithtime

hewoulddecidetoleave.Plusthefewweeks

thathehasbeenstayingwithushehadbeen

doingagoodjobatbalancingfamilyandwork.

SowhywouldIcomplainabouthisjobtitle.As

longaswewerebothhappy.ThatwasallIhad

toworryabout.
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ThefollowingmorningSiyaleftforKZN.Ihad

decidedtoletgoofthewholeNaledithing.It

wasbettertoletSiyahandleit.Ihadhelped

enoughwiththeinfo.Nowitwasinhishandsto

fixit.



IspentmostofChristmasevepreparingfor

Christmas.It'sfunnyhowthingsmovesofast.

LastyearIwasthistimeIwasinCubadealing

withSiyasinfidelity.Whoknewayearlaterwe

wouldbedivorcedandworkingona

relationshipalloveragain.HonestlySiyaandI

werecrazy.Thisthingofourswasn'texactly

perfect.Butatleasthewastryingtomakeit

work.

AsIwasthinkingaboutSiya.Hecalled

Me:youreadmymind

Him:Imissutoo

Me:howwasyourflight

Him:Fine.I'vejustcomeoutofameetingwith

myfamily.They'realldistraughtabout

Dumisani



Me:well.Goodriddance

Him:Baby.Ineedtoaskafavourfromyou

Me:ok

Him:mymomwantstocomebacktoJOBwith

me.ShesaysshewantstospendChristmas

andyourbirthdaywithus

Me:(silence)

Him:Rifiloe 

Me:Baby

Him:didyouhearwhatIsaid. 

Me:ahmmcanIcal,youback?Lesediisup

fromhemidmorningnap

Him:Rif

Icutthecallandtookinadeepbreathinand

out.Lesediwasstillfastasleep,butijust

neededamomenttothinkaboutwhatSiyawas

askingme.Ihadjustreallyhopedwecould



spendChristmaswithjustthe3ofsumbutat

thesametimeIfeltkindofselfishforwanting

Tokeephimfromhismother.Especiallysince

theyhadjustlearnedaboutDumisani.SoIput

asidemyfeelingstowardsher,andcalledSiya

back

Him:wasitnecessarytoputthephonedownin

myear 

Me:Sorrybaby.Lesediwasactingupabit 

Him:Rifiloe.I'mnotachild 

Me:Ididn'tsayyouwere 

Him:sowhylie

Me:Siya.Stop. 

Him:fine.Sodoyouhaveananswerformy

question 

Me:iwaskjndofuopingwecouldspemd

christmasasjustthe3ofus. 



Him:Iknowbaby.ButIfeelbadleavingmy

motherheretospendChristmasalone. 

Me:it'sfineSiya.Youcanbringheralong

Him:yousure 

Me:yaah 

Him:thankyoubaby

Me:it'scool 

Him:weshouldbetherebyabout5pm

Me:I'llmakesuredinnerisready

Him:you'rethebest 

Me:anddon'tyouforgetit. 

Him:Icouldneverforgetit. 

Me:good.Nowletmego.SoIcangetthespear

bedroomready

Him:doesthatmeanIgetupgradedtothemain

bedroom? 

Me:mhmmmI'llthinkaboutit



Him:hawbaby.Butwhatwillmymomthinkif

shefindsmyclothesinthespearroom

Me:we'redivorcedSiya

Him:letmeendthisconversationbeforeitgets

heated 

Me:what?It'sthetruthmos

Him:byeRifiloe.I'llseeyoulater

Siyadroppedthecall,andishookmyheadabit.

Idon'tknowwhyhewasannoyed.Iwastelling

thetruthmos.Wearedivorced.Despiteus

shackingup.

Irolledmyeyesandwenttogetaroomready

forSiya'smom.ThenImovedallhisbelongings

intomyroom.Godonlyknewwherewewere

headed,allIknowisthatIlovethiscrazyman.

Andidon'twanttoevenimaginealifewithout

him.



OnceIwasdonegettingtheroomready,I

decidedtogototheshop'stogetafewthings.

IkissedLesedi,andletthenannyknowIwas

going.

Oneoftheguardsinsistedondrivingmetothe

mall.Ididn'tbotherprotesting.Sohedroveme,

while2otherguardsdrovebehindus.

WhenIarrivedatthemall,itwasratheralive.I

hadthoughtmostpeoplewouldbeaway,butit

lookedlikeIwasn'ttheonlyonewhohad

decidedtodosomelastminuteshopping.

Istartedatthetoyshop,andboughtsomestuff

forOlwethoandLesedi.ThenIwentandbought



Siya'smotherafewgifts.ThenIwentgrocery

shopping,thenlastlywenttopickupAfew

thingsforSiya.

Iwasnowratherthankfulthattheguardshad

come.BecauseIhadn'tanticipatedonbuying

somanythings.

Oneoftheguardswenttoloadthecar,whileI

wentintooneofthejewellerystores.Ineeded

somestudearningsforLesedi,luckilyIfound

theonesIwanted.SoIboughtthem,andjustas

IwasleavingNalediwalkedin

NowIknowthattherearecoincidencesinlife,

butthisonewasn'toneofthem.Naledihad

deliberatelywaited

Foranopportunity.Soshewaitedgometo



havejustoneguardaround,insteadofall3

Her:well,wellwell.Ifitisn'tMrsNdhlovu 

Me:Iwouldsayit'snicetoseeyoubutweboth

knowthatIwouldbelying 

Her:(chuckles)welllet'sgettothereasonwhy

I'mhere 

Me:you'restalkingme 

Her:don'tflatteryourself

Me:Naledi.Justmoveoutmyway

Herhowaboutyoumakeme

IlookedatNalediandsmiled.Thischickwas

honestlyonecrazypsycho.

Me:I'mnotonetofightphysicallyNaledi.

Believeme.Especiallysincemynailslookso



good,plusIdon'tthinkSiyawouldapprove.He

likeshiswomanAlotlessghetto

Her:jokeallyoulike.Thisisn'tover.Iwill

destroyyouandThatmanofyoursifitsthelast

thingIdo. 

Me:that'sifweDon'tgettoyoufirst

Her:isthatathreat

Me:noit'sapromise.Keepmessingwithmy

familybitch.Andiwillmakeyouwishyoudied

thedayDumisanirapedyou.

Naleditookastepback,andikindafeltbadfor

throwingthatinherface.It'snotlikesheasked

toberaped.ButatthesametimeIwassickof

thisbitchtryingtodestroywhatSiyaandIhad

workedsohardfor.

IleftNaledistandingthere,andwalkedwiththe

guardtowardstheparkinglot.Iwasgladthat



theguarddidn'tinterfere.Itwasabouttimefor

theglovestocomeoff.Andnowtheyhad.

WhenIarrivedhomeIplacedallthegiftsunder

thetree.ThenwenttogetOlwetho'sroomready.

OnceIwasdone.Istartedtogetdinnerready.

Siyaandhismomweredueinanhour.SoI

madesomethingquick.Andasweallknowwe

cannevergowrongwithchickencurryandrice.

Isetthetable,thenwentupstairstotakeabath.

Idecidedtokill2birdswithonestone,andput

Lesediinthebathwithme.Thatwayweboth

gotclean.

Afterourbath,IdressedLesedi,thenputhein

hercotwhileIgotready.DespiteSiyaandI

beingdivorced.Idecidedtowearonofmymaxi



dresses,andsandals.Ididn'twanttoseem

disrespectful.Sonialsoputonadork.Justto

keepthepeace.

SiyaarrivedjustasIwasfeedingLesedi.

IncidentevenseeSiya.AllIfeltwasOlwetho's

armsaroundmefrombehind.

Myheartinstantlywarmed.Ididn'trealisehow

muchIhadactuallymissedOlwethouptothis

point

Him:mommyImissedyousomuch.Please

don'teverleavemeagain

Iturnedaroundandtriedmybestnottocry.

Siyaandnohadbeensocaughtupinour

crazinessthatwehadhurttheonepersonwho

didn'tdeservetobehurt.



Me:I'mnevergoingtoleavyou.I'msosorryboy.

Foreverything.

Olwethoputhisarmsaroundme,andijust

breathedhimin.Whenhefinallyletgo.He

lookedatLesediandsmiled.

Him:mommy.IsthisKhanyi

Me:yes

OlwethowalkedovertoLesediwhowassitting

inherHughchair,andhesmiled

Him:sheissocute 

Me:justlikeyou



IleftOlwethoandLesedi,andwenttogoGreet

MaNdhlovu.

Ishookherhandinsteadofhuggingher.I

wasn'texactlysurehowIfelttowardsher.So

thebestwouldbetobecivil,andprayshe

wouldbeoutmyhousesoonerratherthanlater.

Her:howareyouMakoti

Me:I'mokma.Andyou 

Her:I'mwell.

Siyacameoverandgavemeakiss.

Him:somethingsmellsamazing 

Me:Imadecurry

Him:can'twait.Butfirstwhere'smybabygirl.



I'vemissedher

Me:she'sinthediningroomwithOlwetho

WeallwalkedinandSiyawenttotakeLesedi.

Whowasnowcoveredonherfood.Halfofiton

herandtheotheronOlwetho

IsmiledwhenIlookedatthem.Somuchfor

givingLesediabath.Nowthebothneededa

bath

Me:IguessIneedtogoandgetucleanedup

madam. 

MaNdhlovu:no.Don'tworryKoti.I'lldoit.

IlookedatSiyanervously.Iwasn'tsureIliked

herbeingalonewithmydaughter.Shehadn't

esnacknowledgedherandnowshewantedto



playthedevotedgrandmother

Siya:chaMa.Youshouldrest.I'llgetthem

cleanedup

Me:comema,letmeshowyoutoyourroomso

youcanfreshenupfordinner.

IletSiya'smothertoherroom,andshowedher

whereeverythingstays.

Me:letmeleaveyouMa.Dinnerisalreadyready.

Comedownwhenyou'reready

Her:ahmwaitMakoti.Weneedtotalk

Me:oh.Ok

Isatonthbed,andsheoppositeme



Her:MakotiI...Idon'tevenknowhowtobegin.

Butletmefirststartbyapologizingforwhat

hasbeenhappeningforthepastcoupleof

moths.Iknowthatthefamilyhasbeenrather

hardonyouandSiya.IwishIcould'vedone

something.Butmyhandsweretied.

Me:it'sfinema.Let'sjustforgetit

Her;no...Siyabongatoldmeeverything.From

howyoustoodbyhimdespiteeverythingthat's

happened.Makoti.Ijustdon'tknowwhattosay

Me:youdon'thavetosayanything.Ijustdon't

understandwhyyouweren'tthereforLesedi.I

don'tcareaboutMe.ButNoone.Notone

personcontactedmeaboutLesedi'sbirth.No

oneevenofferedtocomeandhelp.Iwasalone.



Myauntcameforanweek.Butsheisn'tyou.

Sheisn'tyou

Ididn'trealisehowmuchthishadhurtmeuntil

thatmoment,whenIsawtearsstreamingdown

myface.

Iwipedmytears,andstoodup.

Me:(sniff)ma.Let'sforgetthis.It'sinthepast 

Her:MakotiIamsorry.AllIcandoistrymake

upforit.

Shegavemeahug,andiwenttomyroom.I

didn'tknowwhyIwassoemotionalaboutthis,

butsomehowitreallydidhurt.HowcouldItrust

Siya'smother,aftershebasicallyabandoned

mewhenIneededherthemost.Andnowhere



shewasinmyhouse,andihadtotryand

pretendthateverythingwasok.
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Iwipedmytearsandwentdownstairstoserve

dinner.

Siyahadcleanedthekidsup,soIlayoutdinner,

andmadesomefoodforLesedi.

Wesatdownandhaddinnertogether.The

silencewasquiteannoying.TillSiya'smother

spokeup



Her:(clearsthroat)IthinkIneedtowarnyou

guys

SiyaandIbothlookedup

Her:Youruncleishavingafamilymeetingafter

theholidays

Siya:aboutwhat.Ithoughtwehadsettledthe

Nalediissue,IleaveforLesothoafterthe

Holidays 

Her:it'snotabouttheLesothodeal.It'sabout

Dumisani 

Him:whatabouthim

Her:SinceDumisaniisnomore.You.His

brotherareexpectedtotakeoverhishousehold

Siyaburstoutlaughing,asthoughhewereata

TrevorNoahshow.



Him:Iwilldonosuchthing.Iknowalreadythat

hewillexpectmetomarrythosetwo.Andthat

isn'thappening

Her:IknowthatSiyabonga.Butwoulditbebad

toaskyoutoassistthemfinanciallyandto

checkuponthenonceinawhile

Ifinishedeating,anddecidedtotakethekids

upstairsfortheirnap.Siyaandhismothercould

dowhattheywantto.Iwasn'tgoingtoentertain

anyofthis.

Thiswomanhadliterallyjustarrivedand

alreadyshewastryingtomarrySiyaoffto

thosewoman.Iknowshedoesn'tknowabout

Dumisanisabuse.ButIjustfeltlikeshecould've

atleastwaitedafewdaysbeforedroppinga



bombshell.

LesediandituckedinOlwetho,thenIwentand

puthertosleep.

Iwentbackdownstairstoclearoutthetable,

butfoundSiyawashingthedishes.

Igavehimahugfrombehind

Him:behave 

Me:I'mjustgivingyouahug.Isthatsuchabad

thing

Him:no.ButIneedtofinishhere 

Me:I'llbeupstairs 

Him:amIallowedupstairsoramIstuckinone

ofthesparebedrooms 



Me:howaboutyoucomeupstairsandfindout.

Ispankedhisbum,andwalkedupstairsbefore

Siyaswethandscouldgetholdofme.

WhenIgotupstairs,IchangedintomyPyjamas

andwaitedforSiyatocometobed.

BythetimeSiyawrappeduphisdayIwas

driftingofftosleep.

Siyatookashower,andgotIntobed.Imoved

andcuddlednexthim,anddriftedofftosleep.I

knowhemightwanttotalkaboutwhathis

momsaid,butiwasn'tinthemood. 

Ihadhadaverylongday,andallIneededwas

somesleep.



IwokeupthefollowingmorningandSiyawasn't

inbed.Ilookedatthetimeanditwasonly6am.

Igotupandfreshenedup,thenwenttocheck

onLesediandfoundherfastasleep.SoIgot

backintobed,andtriedtogetatleastanother

hourofsleep,butasfatewouldhaveitSiya

walkedinwithatrayofbreakfast

Him:morningsunshine 

Me:morningjuju

Him:happybirthday

Me:thankyoubaby.MerryChristmas 

Him:Imadeyoubreakfastinbed

Me:thankyou

Siyagavemethefood,andLordIindulged.He

madebacon,eggs,sausages,mushrooms,



onionsandsometoast

Me:babe,thisisgood 

Him:I'mgladyou'reenjoyingit 

Me:whatdidIdotodeservethis

Him:youdeservesomuchmore 

Me:ncoohbaby.Thankyou

AsSiyaandIwerehavingbreakfast,Lesedi

wokeup.Siyawasabouttogetup,butOlwetho

beathimtoit.HewalkedinholdingLesedi

Theybothgitonthebed,anddugintomyfood.

Siyalookedatusandsmiled

Him:sothisiswhatitsliketohaveafamily



Me:funha?

Him:yes

Me:let'sgetthese2bathed,soIcangostart

cooking

Him:youdon'thavetoworryaboutthat

Me:whynot 

Him:igotacateringcompanytodoeverything 

Me:baby.

Him:Iknowyouwantedtocook,butiwantedto

dosomethingspecial

Me:ohok

Him:nowI'mgoingtotakethekids.Yourelax.

SiyatookOlwethoandLesediandleftmeto

indulgeinsomealonetime.Whichisjustwhati

needed.



Itookanicebubblebath,thenlookedatbemails,

thenwentonsocialmedia.

Icouldsmellthefoodfromdownstairs,andit

smelltdelicious.

Byaround11amIstartedmissingmybabies,so

Iwentdownstairs,andmywordhadmyhouse

beentransformed.

Therewerepeopleeverywhere,cooking.Setting

upandwashingdishes.

IlookedaroundandwonderedwhatSiyawas

upto.

Iwentoutsideinsearchfortheculpritandi

foundasmallmarqueputup.



IfoundSiyainsidethetent,busygivingorders.

Hespottedmeandsmiled,thewalkedoverto

me

Me:andnow 

Him:what 

Me:whatdoyoumeanwhat.Whatareyou

doing

Him:Isntitobvious.We'recelebratingyour

birthday 

Me:Siya

Him:youshouldgogetready.Yourguests

shouldbearrivingsoon

Me:Siya,canwetalktu.I 

Him:givemeasec.Goupstairs.I'llbethere

soon,



Hekissedmycheek,andwentbacktowhathe

wasdoing.

Iwentupstairsandstartedgettingready.I

decidedtogowithasmartcasuallook.Iwore

jeans,hills,ashimmeringtop,withaformal

jacketontop.Iwasn'texactlysurewhatSiya

hadplanned,sooncenogotready,Icalledhim

upstairs.Hehadsomeexplainingtodo

Hecameupstairsandgavemeasmile

Him:youlooknice

Me:Siya.Whatareyoudoing 

Him:wearecelebratingyourbirthday 

Me:but 

Him:nobuts.



Siyachangedintosomethingmorecomfortable,

whileIjustcontinued 

Tostareathiminwonder

Him:seeanythingyoulike?

Me:notrightnow

Him:stoppouting.Andlet'srathergocelebrate

withyourfriends 

Me:whatfriends

Him:come.

Siyatookmyhandandwewalkeddownstairs.

Tomyamazementthereweretonsofcars

parkedoutside. 

Weenteredthetentanditwaspacked.Ilooked

aroundandsawmyfriends,Thandeka,Nwabisa,

Cleo.Ifroze,anddidntknowwhattodo.



Me:Siya

Him:thisisyourday.Wearegoingtoenjoyit

Hewipedawayatinytearthathadescaped.

Him:Ihavebeenthecauseofyou'retearsfor

solong.Foronce,Iwantedtobethereasonyou

smile.

Wemovedinandiwentandgreetedmygirls.I

hadn'tseenthemforsolong,andseeingthem

now,onlymademeseehowmuchIhadmissed

them.

Ileftthemandwenttogreettherestofour

guests.



Iwashonestlystillsoshocked.HowhadSiya

pulledthistogetherwithoutmeevennoticing.

Idonknowwhatmademelooktotheentrance.

ButwhenIlooked,IsawHlokeswalkinginwith

Boniswa.

Itookadeepbreath,andcarriedonwithmy

conversationwithNails.

Ididn'tknowthekindofmoodshewasin,and

wuitefranklyIwasstillhurtthatshecould

throwWayourfriendshipbecauseofwhatSiya

said.

HlokescamecloserandsodidBoni.Thecloser

theygot.ThemoreanxiousIgot.



Whentheyfinallygittous,theybothgreeted,

andIgreetedback.

Her:Fificanwetalk 

Me:ahmmok

Wemovedoutsideandshestoodnexttome

Her:happybirthday

Me:Thankyou 

Her:Iwantedtoapologizetoyou.IknowthatI

messedup.Butitcameasasurprisetofindout

thatyouandhimwereonceanitem.Letalone

married

Me:Boni.It'snotwhatyouthink

Her:Iknow.Hlokesexplainedeverything. 

Me:sowe'recool 



Her:yep

Me;phewthankyou.I'vemissedyou

Her:I'vemissedyoutoo

IgaveBoniahugandtherestofmygirlscame

tojoinusandwehadagrouphug. 

Ihadn'treallyrealisedhowmuchImissedmy

girls.Iwasjusthappythatfinally,theywere

backinmylife.
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Ispenttherestofmybirthday/Christmaswith

thepeopleIlove.Siyahadpulledoutallthe

stops.Fromthelunch,DJ,Drinks,andmy

favouriteredvelvetcake.Whatmorecoulda

girlaskfor.



Towardstheendoftheday,Siyaaskedmeto

gotothefront,hewantedustoboththankour

guestsforbeingthere.

Him:hi.CanIhaveyourattention,please.

Everyonestoppedchattingandconcentratedon

him.

Him:Iwouldlikethatyouallforcomingtoday

tocelebrateMyWife'sbirthday.IKnowtodayis

adayusuallyreservedforfamily,butyouall

cameoutandwereally,reallyappreciateit.

Siyalookedatmeandsmiled

Him:I'dalsoliketothankmywife,fornotkilling



me,inthe3yearsthatwe'vebeentogether.

Thiswomanhashonestlystoodwithmein

timeswhereIneverthoughtshewould. 

ShehaslovedmewhenIdidn'tdeserveit.I've

pushedheraway100timesandyetshecame

back101times. 

BabyIjustwanttothankyouforeverthing.You

trulyarethereasonIhaveapurposeinlife.

IlookedatSiyaandtriedhottocry.Siyaisn't

exactlythemostromanticguyintheworld.But

hearinghimspeakmademeweakattheknees.

Igavehimahugandhewhispered"forever"in

myears,thenwebrokeapart

Him:nowthatthat'souttheway.Itwouldn'tbe

abirthdaywithoutagift.



Siyatookoutavelvetboxoutofhishandand

gotdownononeknee?

Him:RifiloeNdhlovu.MamaKaKhanyino

Olwetho.Wouldyoudomethehonoursofonce

again,makingmethehappiestmanintheworld

bymarryingmealloveragain.

Ismileddownatthiscrazy,handsonmanin

frontofme,andiknewthatnomatterwhat.

ThiswasthemanIwasmeanttobewith

Me:ofcourseI'llmarryyou.Again

IgaveSiyamylefthandandheslippedonyet

anotherbeautifulplatinumringonmyfinger.



Hestoodupandthistimegavemekiss,that

mademeblushlikeneverbefore.

WewalkedbacktoourtableandtheDJtook

over.Everybodycongratulatedme,andkept

lookingatthering.Itfeltkindofweirdsaying

wewererenewingourvows,wheninfactwe

werereallygettingmarriedforThesecondtime

round.

Therestofthepartywasamazing.Ourlast

guestsleftwayaftermidnight.Bythemmyfeet

werekillingme,andihadoverdoneitabitwith

thechampagne.Butallinallithadbeentheset

birthdayever.Ihadmygirlsbackinmylife.Siya

andIwerefinallyontherighttrack,andbestof

all.OlwethoandLesediwerenowunderone

roof.Wewerefinallyafamily.Andnothing

couldtakethatawayfromus.



**********Siya***********

SeeingRifiloesmilingandlaughingmademeso

happy.Iusedtohatetheideaofseeingherwith

friends,orevenfamily.Ialwayswantedto

controlwhoshesaw,allbecauseIfearedI

wouldloseher.Ifearedthatonedayshewould

discovermysecretandthinkthatIwasn'tgood

enoughforher,orthatsomeone.Maybeoneof

herfriendswouldseethesignsandwould

exposemysecret.Andyetherewearetoday

andtherearenomoresecrets.Sheknows

everythingthereistoknowaboutme.She

knowshowtohandlemymoods,andwhento

backdown.Shehonestlyisperfectforme,and

that.Thatmademetheluckiestbastardinthe

world.

Wakingupthefollowingmorningaftersleeping

inwasamazing.Rifiloewaslyinginmyarms



nakedandhadaglowtoherthatIhadn'tseen

inalongtime.

Ididn'twanttowakeher,soIdidn'tmove.

Instead,Idriftedbacktosleepwithmygirl

lightlysnoringinmyarms.

WhenIfinallywokeupagain,Rifiloewasn'tin

bed.Iheretheshowergoing,soIknewshewas

inthere.Igotoutofbedandwenttojoinher.

Me:morning

Her:morningbaby

Me:whydiďntyouwakeme 

Her:youlookedsopeaceful.IthoughtIwould

letyousleepin.Youdon'tgetenoughrestasit

is

Me:well.Iagreewithyouonthatone. 



Her:turnaroundandletmewashyourback

Me:nomam.Ikindofliketheview

Her:really

Me:certainly 

Her:inthatcasewhydon'tyoucomecloser,

andexplorewhatitisthatyoulike 

Me:I'dbehappyto.

Isteppedcloser,compliedtotherequestat

hand.It'snotlikeIcouldresistheranyway. 

Justasweweremakingout.Iheardaknockon

thedoor.

Her:whothehellcouldthatbe

Me:noclue

Thepersonknockedagain,thistimeshouting



formetocomeout.

Her:soundslikeitsHlokes 

Me:yaah,somethingmustbewrongforhimto

comehere. 

Her:I'lldealwithitwhileyoufinishoff

showering

Me:thankyoubaby

Shegavemeakiss,thensteppedoutthe

shower,andwarpedherselfupwithatowel.

Iquicklyfinishedoffshowering,andfollowed

suit.Ihadn'texpectedHlokesheretoday,so

whateverboughthimherewasserious

Iwalkedintotheroom,andchanged,thenwent

downstairstofindoutwhatwassourgentthat



hecouldn'twaitforMetoshower

IfoundHlokesandNailsintheloungewaiting

forme.Judgingbythelookontheirfacesit

wasobvious,thatsomethingwasterriblywrong

Me:fellas 

Them:boss

Me:what'sisit

Hlokes:youhaven'tseenthenews

Me:no

Nails:you'rephonesarebothoff 

Me:yes.Weswitchedthemofflastnight.What

isit.IsitLesedi? 

Hlokes:no.They'reallfine.Theyarestillatmy

placewithyourmom.I'vejusthadtodoubleup

security 



Me:willoneofyouspitoutwhatishappening

HlokeshandedmeanIPad,andnoreadthe

latestnews

Him:ItsNaledi.She'scommittedsuicide

Me:shitwhen?

Him:lastnight.Somehowavideoofyou

proposingtoRifiloemadeitonline.Shemust've

seenit,sosherecordedavideotellingtheworld

awholelotofshit.Thentakingpillsandending

herlife

Me:where'sthevideo 

Nails:I'vesaveditonthere 

Me:fuck

Hlokes:itgetsworse

Me:whatcouldbeworse



Hlokes:inthevideoshespeaksabouthowyou

hurther,andplayedwithherfeelings.How

Rifiloeattackedandharassedher,andhow

Dumisanirapedher,andyoucoveredit.

Me:thatisbullshit

Hlokes:weknowthat.Butthepresidentof

Lesothodoesn't.Thiscouldleadtowarawar

Ghost. 

Me:yaah.Ok.Getthesecurityatyourplaceto

geteveryoneatyourplacetotheairport.Nails.

PhoneCharlesandhavehimgettheplane

readyforCuba.MakesuretheguysinCubaare

readyforthem.IwantThemandRifiloeoutthe

countryasap. 

Nails:shoBoss

Me:andmakesureHQisready.I'llmeetyou

thereinanhour

IrushedupstairstoRifiloe.IneededherOutof



S.A.asinyesterday.ThismadnessthatNaoledi

startedwouldmeanRifiloeslifewasindanger,

especiallysinceNaledispokeaboutherinher

suicidevideo.

IgottoourroomandfoundRifiloe,inhercloset

doingherhair

Me:thereyouare

Her:what'swrongbaby

Me:Ineedyoutolookatme 

Her:baby,I'mdoingmyhair.Givemeaminute

Igentlytothebrushinherhand,andswingher

aroundsoshecanfaceme.

Her:Siyamaan.Letmefinish



Me:Rifiloe.Ineedyoutolistentome.Thisis

important.

Rifiloelookedupatme,andinthatmoment,

sheknewIwasn'tplaying

He:whatisit

Me:there'snotimetoexplain.Ineedtogetyou

outofhereasap 

Her:whereisLesedi

Me:Onthewaytotheairport

Her:what?Why

Me:baby,asIsaid.Icannotexplain.Weneedto

go.NOW

IgrabbedHerhand,andtookherphoneoffthe

bed.KnowingRifiloeshewouldwanttotalk

aboutthis,butrightnowtalkingwasn'tan



option.Ineededheroutofhere,and

somewheresafe.ThatwastheonlywayIwas

goingtobeabletothinkproperly.

Wegottothegarage,andBullethadconvoy

waitingforus.That'swhenIknewIhadtrained

myteamwell.

Wegotinthecar,andmyphoneimmediately

rang.Ididn'tbotheransweringit,instead,I

concentratedonRifiloe.Icouldseeshewas

panicking,andthis30mindrivetotheairport

wastheonlytimeihadtotalktoher.

Me:Baby

Her:mhmm 

Me:I'msorryaboutallofthis.I'msureyou're

wonderingwhathappened



Her:it'sfineSiya.Itrustyou.Iknowyou

wouldn'tbetakingmeoutofS.A.fornothing

Forthefirsttimeinourrelationship,IFeltlikea

man.Shedidn'targue,ormakeafuss.Instead

sheunderstood,andthatgavemethecourage

toneededtodealWiththismessthatNaledi

created

Me:thankyoufortrustingme

Her:nowtellmewhat'sgoingon

Me:Naledicommittedsuicidelastnight 

Her:oh

Me:shediditliveonsomesocialmediathing.

TomakeitworsesheblamedyouandIforit

Her:what?Whythehellwouldshedothat

Him;I'mnotsure.Ihaven'tseenthevideoyet.

I'llannualizeitwhenIgettotheHQ



Her:ok,butistilldon'tseewhyweneedtogo

Me:ifthisvideoisasbadastheysay,thenthat

meanswehavethewholeofS.A.andLesotho

outforourblood.Ican'thaveyouhere.Ineed

toknowthatyouaresafe.That'stheonlywayI

candealwiththis 

Her:soyou'renotcoming 

Me:nobaby.Ineedtostay 

Her:forhowlong

Me:noidea

Her:Idon'tlikethisSiya 

Me:neitherdoI.Butbabythisisbig.Nalediisa

princess.Shehasconnectionswithpeoplewe

don'tevenknowof.Accordingtotheworldwe

aretheenemies.I'vegotthepresidentcalling

overandoveragain.ThepresidentofLesotho

isonhisway.Thiscouldleadtoawar,andthe

lastthingIwantisforyoutobeanywherenear

here,whenthathappens 



Her:ok. 

Me:IloveyouRifiloe.Thisisjustanotherhurdle

inourway.Butthatdoesn'tchangethefactthat

Iloveyou

Her:Iloveyoutoo.

sheputherheadonmyshoulder,andikissed

herforehead.Iknewitwasgoingtobeawhile

tillIcoulddothisagain.SoIheldheronelast

time,beforeIwouldhavetobecomeghost.I

hadhonestlyenjoyedbeingnormalforthepast

coupleofmoths.Butinmykindofworld,Ghost

doesn'tstayhiddenfortolong.
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(Iapologize.itsmyseconddaybackatwork

anditsharderthanithought.)

Wearrivedattheairportandmystomach

dropped.Realityfinallykickedin.Siyawas

goingtostayhere,andprobablyfightlikehell,

whileIlivedonabeachhouse.Icouldn’t

actuallydothat.

Me;SiyaIcantdothis 

Him;What 

Me;Idon’twanttoleaveyouhere.Whatif.What

ifsomethinghappenstoyou? 

Him;Baby 

Me;HaaSiya.ImnotgoingtoCuba.Not

withoutyou 

Him;Rifiloe.Illbefine.Illhandlethis.Forus 



Me;(sniff) 

Him;Don’t.Nocrying

Me;Ican’tloseyouSiya.Notaftereverything

thatwe’vebeenthrough

Him;you’renotgoingtoloseme. 

Me;howdoyouknow? 

Him;thesituationisn’tasbadasitseems

Me;thenwhyareyoushippingusofftoCuba.

SiyaIknowyou.If.You’resendingmeawayit’s

becausesomethingcouldgowrong 

Him;(sigh)IneedyouonthisplaneRifiloe.

Now 

Me;Si

Siyabangedthehisfistagainstthecar,andmy

heartbroke



Him:youdon’tgetitdoyou?Icanhandle

anythingandeverything,aslongasIknowthat

youaresafe.Myonlyfearinthoseworldis

losingyou.Nothingelsecandefeatme.But

losingyou.Thatwouldripmeapart.Whichis

whyIwon’tloseyou

IlookedatSiyaandsawthathereflectedmy

greatestfear.Iwasafraidlosingofhim,andin

turnherehewastellingme,toleavehiminthe

pitofhell. 

Isawhimwipeawayatearfromhiseyes.And

thensawhiseyesturnred

Him;getontheplane 

Me;Si 

Him;Now.Getonthedamnplane,orelseIwill

carryyouonmyself 

Me;Youwouldn’t



HemovedcloserandItookastepback 

Him;Rifiloe 

Me;baby 

Him;Now

IlookedupatSiyaandIknewtherewasnouse

arguing.Siyawasonamission,andIhadno

choiceinthematter

HetookasteptowardsmeandthistimeIdidn’t

stepback.Instead,Iclosedthetinygap

betweenus,andwrappedmyarmsaroundhim.

Atfirsthedidn’trespond,buteventuallyheput

downhiswalls,andheheldmeinhisarms.

Him;Youreallyneedtogetonthatplanenow

babe 



Me;Iknow.Justgivemetwomoreminutes.I

wantakissfirst 

Him;(chuckles)youareonestubbornwoman

Me;kissme

Iletgoofhim.Andstoodonmytiptoestokiss

putmylipsonhis.Itbuggedmesobadlythat

justyesterday,wehadcelebratedmybirthday,

andgottenreengaged.Andnow24hrslaterI

wasonaplanetoCuba,leavingmymantofight

againstGodKnowswhat.

IgotontheplaneandSiyaaccompaniedme,so

hecouldgiveOlwethoandLesediakiss. 

Thejettookoff,andthankfullyBothLesediand

Olwethofellasleep.Thiswasgoingtobethe

longestflightever.BecauseallIcouldthink

aboutwasthatmyfamilyonthisplanewas

incomplete.



***********Siya*******************

Seeingtheplanetakeoffwithmyfamilyon,felt

likeaweightliftedoffmyshoulder.Nowthat

Rifiloewassafe.Itwastimeformetodealwith

theissueathand. 

Igotbackinthecar,anddrovetoHQ.Ineeded

nowmorethanevertoletgoofmyfeelings.

Thiswholeissuewasmuchbiggerthanjust

RifiloeandI.Thiswasnowaboutdealingwith

whateverattackscomingtowardsme. 

ArrivingatHQ,Ifoundmyofficehecticashell.

Therewereagentseverywhere. 

Iwalkedintothemainoffice,andfoundnails

andHlokesgoingthroughinformationon

Naledi. 

ItossedthememorystickRifiloegavemeto

nails,thencalledmystafftothemainroom.



Me;Nails.Putupthevideo.Ineedtoassessit.I

wanttoknowwhofoundit.Iwanttoknow

everything 

Him;Sho 

Me;Hlokes.Iwantapostmortem.Iwantyouto

makesureit’sherbody100% 

Him;ok

Me;okeverybodylistenup.Thisiswhatyou

havebeentrainedtodo.Thisisacodered.I

wantyouallonhighalert.Ifthereisathreat

againstusorourcountry.Ineedtoknowabout

it 

Me;Nails.Whattimeisthemeetingbetween

the2presidents? 

Him;inanhour 

Me;where 

Him;mainhall 



Me;getmeclearance

Him;Butboss

Me;nobuts.IneedtogettoNaledi’sfather.

Therewasnowayshewasrunningadrugring

withouthimknowing.Hehastobeinonthis,

andIwantalink 

Him;okboss

Me;Hlokes,comewithme.We’regoingdownto

mainHall

IwentdowntothemainhallandjustasIgot

there,Nailshadgottenusapproval. 

Unfortunatelythemeetinghadstarted,butI

walkedinanyway. 

TherewasnowayIwasn’tgoingtoletthis

meetinggoaheadwithoutmebeingthere

Me;I’msorrytointerruptMrPresident.ButI



believeitsbestyounotlistentoanythingelse

thatheneedstosay 

Him;Itsfunnyyou’dsaythat.Wewerejust

talkingaboutthispredicament

Naledi’sfatherstoodupandlookedatus

Naledi’sDad;youcallthisapredicament?My

daughterisdead.Allbecauseofyouandthat

slutthatyoucallawife

Me;Sir.Iamgoingtoaskyoutorefrainfrom

insultingmywife.Especiallysinceweboth

knowthereismoretothisthanmeetstheeye

Ilookedhimstraightintheeye.Iwantedhimto

knowthatIknow.Thatthiswholethingwas

muchbiggerthanNaledikillingherself 



Him;Idon’tknowwhatyouaretalkingabout 

Me;Yesyoudo.NowIamgoingtogiveyoua

choice.Youareeithergoingtotelluseverything

orIwillhavetodragitoutofyou 

Him;Ibegyourpardon 

Me;youheardme

Imovedclosertohim,andIknewthenthatI

hadhimrightwhereIwantedhim. 

Me;nowthatIhaveattention.Thisiswhatyou

aregoingtodo.Youaregoingtosignoverthe

dealweinitiallycametoagreeto. 

Him;youmustbeoutofyourmind 

Me;ifyoudon’t,IwillmakesurethatItellthe

worldofwhatyoudid.Notonlywillthatmean

thatyourcountrywillsufferfinancially.Butthat

willmeanthatyouwillloseyoursocalled

positionaskind/President.Ballsinyourcourt.

Youhave24hourstohavethesignedcontract



tome.AfterthatIwillnotguaranteeyoursafety,

orthatofyourfamily.

Ilookedatmyveryownpresidentandhesmiled.

IleftthemthereandknewthatIhadjustbought

myselfsometime.Naledi’sfatherwouldbe

findingwaystotrytakemeout.WhileIfigured

waystomakesureherunsbacktohislittle

countryandbehaves.
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ArrivinginCubawasbittersweet.Butasalways

Siyahadeverythingprepared.Theguardsand



thehousestaffwerereadyonourarrival.There

waseverythingwecouldeverneed,from

clothes,todiapersandformula.Toeven

Olwetho’sfavouritePS4games.

Ismiledandsomehowrelaxedabit.IfSiya

couldgetallofthisdoneinamatterofhours,

hecouldobviouslydealwiththesituationat

hand.Ijusthopeditwouldhappensooner

ratherthanlater.Ihadspentafewhoursaway

fromhimandalreadyIfeltincomplete. 

IshowedMaNdhlovuandBonitotheirrooms,

thentookmychildrenandwenttobath.Itwas

now7:00aminthemorning,andwehadslept

mostofthewayhere,soallwecoulddowas

freshenup.

Afterbathing.Itookthekids,tohavesomething

toeat.Asalwaystherewasfoodalready

prepared.SoIjustdishedupforthem. 



IgaveOlwethohisfood,thenfedLesedi,who

ontheotherhandwasbeingahandful.She

refusedtoeat,andjuststartedcryingand

throwingthebiggesttantrumalive. 

MaNdhlovuwalkeddownandshelookedatme

andsmiled

Her;needahand?

Me;PleaseMa

ShetookLesedi,andIwalkedbacktomyroom

totakeyetanothershower.Ihadfoodallover

me.Eveninmyhair. 

Aftermyshower,Igotdressed,andwent

downstairs,andfoundLesedidrinkingher

bottle,inhergrandmother’sarms.

Me;ThankyouMa



Her;sheremindsmealotofSiyabonga.He

usedtobejustasfussy,whenhisfatherwasn’t

around

Me;Yaah.ShedoeskindofgetfussywhenSiya

isn’taround 

Her;howwasyourbirthday 

Me;itwasreallyniceMa.I’msorrywedidn’tget

tospentChristmastogether 

Her;Itwasapleasure.Ienjoyedspending

ChristmaswithmyGrandbabies 

Me;CanIgetyousomethingtoeat?

Her;Please. 

Me;Chickenanddumbling? 

Her;yesplease

Iwenttothekitchen,andIdishedupforher,

thenwenttoputLesediinhercot,while

OlwethoandIgoplayonthebeach. 



Hewassoexcitedanditjustmademerealise

howImissedhim.Imadeavowtomyselfto

neverlethimgoagain.Itwasn’tfairthatwhen

thingsgottoughweshippedhimoff

somewhere. 

Bonilatercametojoinusandwealljustplayed

socceronthebeach,whileMaNdhlovutooka

nap.

AfterOlwethowastired,wewentbackinside,

andIwentupstairstotryandphoneSiya.I

didn’tthinkhewouldanswer,butIguessitwas

oneofmyluckdaysbecauseheanswered.

Him;MaNdhlovu 

Me;Hey 

Him;howwasyourflight?

Me;Fine.



Him;Iwould’vephonedyouearlier,butIthought

youwouldberesting 

Me;Iwish.Jetlaghaskickedinanditisn’t

playing

Him;howaremychildren 

Me;theirfine.Lesediisnappingwithyour

mother,andOlwethoiswatchingTVafterwe

spentmostoftheafternoononthebeach 

Him;LuckyYou 

Me;comehome 

Him;Home? 

Me;yes.ThisisstillourHomeisn’tit? 

Him;Yes.Itis 

Me;socomehome 

Him;Ican’t,stillgotafewmorethingstosort

out 

Me;sowhendoyouthinkthingwillbedone



Him;inafewweeks 

Me;thatlong 

Him;Ihopenot.ButIalsodon’twanttomake

promisesthatIcannotkeep

Me;ok 

Him;Ishouldgo.Ineedtodoadebriefingwith

theteam 

Me;ok 

Him;Iloveyou 

Me;Iloveyou 

Him;Rifiloe.I’mserious.Ireallydoloveyou. 

Me;thankyoubaby.Iloveyoutoo 

Him;enoughtospendtherestofyourlifedoing

this?

Me;Yes. 

Him;Thankyou 

Me;illspeaktoyoulater 



Him;k

IendedourcallandthoughtaboutwhatSiya

hadsaid.Idolovehim.Ireallydo.Butthis

travellingbackandforth.Theguns,the

uncertaintywastough.CouldIreallybethis

wifethatheexpects? 

IsighedandprayedtoGodthatIcouldbe.

Becauseintruththiswastiring,allofthiswas

tiring.IjustwishedSiyacouldbenormal,butI

sureashellwasn’tgoingtotellhimthat.

Wehadbeenherebefore,andIwasn’tgoingto

betheonetobringitup.

Ijustprayedthatwithtimehewouldletgoof

thissuperherothing,andjustbethehusband

andfatherthatourfamilydeserves
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SpeakingtoRifiloeputmeoffmyguardabit.I

couldsenseshewasn'tok.Ijustwondered

whatwasbotheringher.Ijusthopedheranmy

motherwouldgetalong.ThelastthingIneedis

thosetwobitingeachotherheadsoff.

Asmuchasiwould'velovedconcentrateonon

themIhadnotime.Ihadtomeatwithmyteam

togivethemadebrief.

Me:Okeveryonegatheraround.Ineedan

update

Me:Nails.Whatdoyouhaveforme



Him:youwon'tbelievethisboss.Thiswhole

ringisconnectedtoFernandez

Me:noways

Him:reallyBoss.Itallmakessense.Here

Hegavemefolderwhichindeedprovedthat

Naledi,HerDadwereconnectedtoFernandez.

Thiscouldonlymeantrouble.thelastthingI

needistospeaktoJessica.Rifiloewouldgo

ballistic.

Me:ineedyoutodoaninterrogationonJessica.

Iwanttoknoweverything



Him:Shoboss

Me:Bullet.Didyouseethebody

Him:yes.Itlookedlikeher

Me:good

Hehandedmeanautopsyreport

Iwentthroughitandwasconvincedshewas

reallydead.

Iwasactuallyquiteglad.Atleastshebeatme

toit.Becausethewaythingswerelooking,i

would'vehadtokillhermyself



Me:Nails.IwantyoutotrackNaledi'sfather.I

wanttoknoweverymovehemakes

Him:yesboss

Me:onemorething.Ineedyoutohackinto

JessicaandNaledi'sbanking

Him:ok

Me:letmeknowifyoufindanything.Ineedto

gosomewhere

Ilefttheofficeandheadeddowntowntothe

Presidentsoffices.Ineededtogetdowntothe

bottomofthis.



Iarrivedandluckilythepresidentwasavailable.

Hissecretaryledmetohimandiclosedthe

door

Him:thiswasunexpected

Me:Sorrytodisturbyousir

Him:HowcanIhelpyou

Me:Ihavecometodiscussmyjob 

Him:you'vedonewellsofar.Ifwegetthisdeal

withLesothowewillgodowninHistory

Me:Iknow. 

Him:youdon'tseemtobeveryexcited

Me:Isir...itsjustthat

Him:YouwillbeoneofthemostrespectedOps

leaderalive 

Me:yes.ButsirIcameheretospeaktoyou

aboutmyresignation



Thepresidentlookedatmeasthoughihadlost

mymind

Him:Thiswouldbetheworsttimetoresign

Me:iknow.Butthisisn'tformeanymore.Iwant

tolookaftermyfamily.

Him:(Sigh)Thisisashock

Me:I'msorrySir.Butithinkitsbest.ItstimeI

startedbeingthehusbandandfatherthatis

required

Him:that'sveryhonorableofyou.Butwhat

aboutyou'reteam



Me:Bulletismorethancapable.

Him:iknow.Buthehasn'tbeenintheforceas

longasyouhave

Me:yes.Butiknowhewillbejustasgood.If

notbetter

Him:Well.Icantleavethistochance.Irefuse

you'reresignation.Nameyou'reprice

Me:Sirwithallduerespect.Iamnotforsale.I

amliterallyabillionaire.

Him:iknow.ButSiya.Yourunthiscountry



Me:nowitstimeirunmyfamily

Him:ok.Whataboutyoutakeastepbackand

thinkaboutthis.itwillalsogivemetimeto

thinkaboutwhattodo

Me:That'sonlyfair.

IleftthePresidentandheadedbacktoHQ.I

hadafeelingIwouldbepullinganallnighter.I

neededtosortoutallthisnonsenseandget

backtomyoffice.

**********Fifi*********

Bythetimeeveningcamearoundiwas

exhausted.



Jetlaghadkeptmeawakeandnowiwasall

zonedout.

Ineededtogettobedasinyesterday.

Isoakedinthebathandthengotoutandgot

intobed.

Iwaslookingforwardtodozingoff,tillmy

phonestartedringing.Iputitonsilenceand

triedgoingbacktosleep,butthecallerwas

persistent.

IlookedatthecallerIDandsawSiya'sname.

IknowIshould'veansweredbutforsome

reasonididn'twantto.Soiputitonsilenceand

driftedintoapeacefulsleep.Forsomereasoni



evendreamtofmyFather.hehad2seedinhis

handandwasplatingthem.Itriedgettinghis

attentionbutitlookedlikehecouldn'thearme.

Iwantedtogocloser,butsomeoneknockedon

mydoor.

Iignoreditandtriedgettingbacktosleep,but

whoeveritwascontinued.

Igotupandputonmyrobeandwenttoanswer

thedoor.

Iopenedandoneoftheguardswerestanding

therewithaphoneinhishand

Him:SorrytodisturbyouMam.ButGhost

wantstotalktoyou.



Irolledmyeyesandtookthephoneouthis

hand

Me:Siyaits2am

him:whyaren'tyouansweringyourphone 

Me:I'msleeping

Him:Sincewhendon'tyouanswerwhenyou're

sleeping 

Me:phonemeonmyphone

Him:ok

Idroppedthecallandgavetheguardhisphone

Me:thankyou

Him:ItsapleasureMam.Canigetyouanything

else?



Me:nothankyou 

Him:Goodnightmam

Me:Goodnight

Iclosedmydoorandwentbacktobed.Iwas

rathergratefulthatSiya'sMomwasherewith

us.ShewassleepingwithLesediwhichmeant

forthefirstinnearlyayearIcouldsleep

throughoutthenight.

AsiwasthinkingaboutLesedi,Siyacalled

Me:baby

Him:Hey.Areyouok

Me:I'mfine.Justtired 

Him:Igotworriedwhenyoudidn'tanswer.I

thoughtyouweremadatme



Me:whywouldibemadatyou

Him:idon'tknow.Ijustthoughtthatmaybe.....

nevermind

Me:canigotosleepnow

Him:iloveyou

Me:iloveyoutoo

Him:Rifiloe.itsallgoingtobeok.Justgiveme

afewdays.justpromisemeyouwontleaveme

HearingSiyathinkthatiwantedtoleavehurt

me.Ilovehimandihatedthathethoughtthati

wouldleavejustcausethegoinggottough



Me:Siyailoveyou.I'mnotgoinganywhere

Him:Iwishicouldbelieveyou

Me:youneedtotrustme.Please.Iloveyou.Its

notalwayseasy.Butidononetheless.

Him:thenwhyareyousodistant

Me:(sight)

Him:illspeaktoyoutomorrow

Me:okgoodnight



Him:Goodnight

Me:youshouldhangup

Him:idon'twantto

Me:neitherdoi

Him:ishouldthough.I'vegottonsofworkto

getthrough

Me:thatBadha

Him:nothingicanthandle

Me:ok.Sogoodnight.



Him:dreamaboutme.

Me:always.

Iendedthecallandfellasleepagain.Siyajust

knewhowtomakemeatease.Ihatedbeing

withouthim.Butatthesametimeicouldnever

trulylivewithouthim. 

SoisleptacceptingthatthiswassomethingI

wasgoingtohavetogetusedto.Siyalovedhis

jobandididn'twanthimthingthatiwouldleave

justbecauseihatedhisjob.

IwasBonniehewasClydeandnothingwould

changethat.Notevendeath.
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TheteamandIworkedthroughthenight.Nails

wasinterrogatingJess,butshewasa

professionalandwasn'tparticipating.

Ihadn'tseenorspokentoJessicasinceiout

herawayaftershehadherbaby.

Nowhereshewastellingmyteamshewanted

totalktome.

Idecidedtorathernot.Nailswouldhaveturn

thingsupabit.I'msureonceshegotslapped

aroundabitshewouldbemorewillingto

participate.

IlefttheofficeandheadedtoRifiloe'shouseto



freshenup.

ineededaniceshower,iwantedtobefresh

enoughforwhenNaledi'sfathercalled.Ihoped

hewouldjustsignthedealandgetthehellout

ofSAsoicouldgotomyfamily.

Iarrivedhomeanditfeltasemptyascouldbe.

Theonlypeoplehereweretheguards.

Imademyselfbreakfast,thenwentupstairsto

shower.

SeeingRifiloesthingsonlymademyneedto

resignsomuchgrater.

InthepastIhadalwaysworkedmywayoutof

resigning,butthistimeitwasit.Ilovedmyjib.I



livedforit,butnowijustcouldn'ttakeit.The

thoughtofmyfamilybeingsofarfromme,or

mehavingtoshipthemoffatthefirstsignof

troublewasn'tstable.

Iwantedtodothisandnoonewasgoingto

stopme.Myfamilydeservedbetter.

Aftermyshowerilookedoversomethe

documentsonNaledi'sfatherandboywashe

justasinvolvedasshewas.

Theycarriedandmanufacturedthedrugsfor

FernandezintheAfricanregion.Theymadea

fortunebutalotofitwenttokeepingNaledi's

motheralive.

AllIneededwastomeetwithhimandmake

surehesignsthedeal.



IlefthomeandheadedtoHQ. 

IarrivedandNailswasstillinterrogatingJess.

Hlokesontheotherhandwasmonitoring

Naledi'sfather

Me:howarethings 

Him:Hehasn'tmovedaroundmuch. 

Me:ok.Letmeknowwhenhemoves.

Him:cool.

Idecidedsinceeverythingwasinorderthisside.

IwouldgoandlookathowNdhlovuCorpwas

doing.Ihadntbeentherephysicallyinawhile.

Idjustkeptupwithwhatwasgoingon.



IhadanactingCEOwhohadbeendoingwell,

ourfigureshadgoneup12%sincehetookover

andthatmademelikehimevenmore.

EspeciallysinceIdidn'thavetobabyhim.He

knewwhatneededtobedoneandhedidit.

IwalkedthroughNdhlovuCorpandallseemed

well.

Andreahadresigned,butHRwasalloverit.I

toldthemtohaveanassistantformebythe

timeistarted.

IwenttoCharlesoffice,andfoundhimona

conferencecall.Isatdownandlistenedashe

concludedtheconversationwiththeourNY

office.



Oncehewasdone,heendedthecall.

Him:sorryforkeepingyou 

me:Noworries.Howarethingsgoing 

Him:alliswell.Wehaveourfinancialyearend

comingup.Weshouldhaveourfinalfigures

then 

Me:soundsgood.Iactuallycametoinformyou

thatI'mplanningoncomingbackintothe

corporateworldfulltime

Him:oh

Me:don'tworry.YouwillstillbeCEO.Ijustwant

toworkonexpanding.IwantNdhlovuCorp

everywhere.Africa,Asia,theworld. 

Him:Soundsexciting 

Me:Itwillbe.ButIhaveafewthingstowrapup

first

Him:Ok.IllmakesureyouhaveaPAbythe



timeyouarrive 

Me:Good.

IleftNdhlovuCorp,andwenttoHQ.

IarrivedatHQandNailsstillhadn'tmadeany

leewaywithJessica.Soitookthedecisionto

doitmyself.

IjusthopedRifiloewouldn'tgoAllapeshiton

me

IwalkedintheroomandJessicalooked

nothinglikethegirliknew.Shewasthin,her

hairshort.

Her:Iwonderedhowlongitwouldtakeforyou

tocomehereyourself



Me:GivemetheinfoIwantJessica,orelse

thingswillgetreallybad

Her;idon'tcareaboutallofthis.Iwanttoget

outofhere

Me:afterallyoudidyoushouldbegratefuli

haven'tkilledyou

Her:Webothknowtheonlyreasonyoucantkill

meisbecauseofthatnightwespenttogether.

Me:don'tflatteryourself.

ipulledoutoneofthetoolboxintheroom.



Me:youeithertellmeeverythingorelseitake

oneofthesetoolsandstartpullingoutyour

teethoneatatime

Her:youdon'tscareme

Me:welllet'sgettoitthen

Itookofmyblazerandrolledupmysleeves

Ilookedthroughthetoolsandpickedup

hammer

Me:youready

Her:youwouldn'tdare



Me:tryme

Iwalkedtowardsher,andIsawhergetfidgety.

Iheldoutthehammerandhitherhandagainst

thetablewithit.

Sheyelledoutinpain.

Me:youknowwhatwouldmakethisnicer?

Nails

Iwenttothetoolboxandtookoutafewnails.

Oneforeachfinger

Me:I'vegot12nailshere.1Foreachfinger



Her:Siya..please

itookherlefthandandplaceditonthetable.

Ihammedapinkiefinger,andshescreamed.I

movedtoherringfingerandagainshe

screamed.

Wehadbloodcomingoutofeverwhere

Me:youwanttotalknow

Her:Gh....Gh...Ghost.Please.Ok.Illtalk

Me:see.NowI'mgoingtohammertwomoreof

yourfingers.Justforthefunofit.ThenI'm

goingtocallNailsandyouaregoingtotellhim



everything.Areweclear

Ihammeredthelasttwofingers,andreveledin

howgooditfelttohurther.Especiallysinceshe

wasthereasonwhyRifiloewaskidnappedand

nearlyraped.

Itookmyjacketandlefthercryinginanguish

Iwenttomyofficeandwenttocleanmyselfup.

ItoldNailstocarryonwithJessica.

AllihadtodonowwasheadtoNaledi'sfather.

His24hrswasup.Iwantedthatdealsignedand

iwanteddonenow.
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Iwokeupthefollowingdayfeelingrather

nauseousashell. 

Itriedgettingoutofbedbutthedrowsiness

wasjustonanotherlevel.SoIlaybackdown

andhopedthatthemomentwouldpass,but

unfortunatelyitjustgotworse. 

Imust’vedozedoffagain,becauseIwaswoken

upbySiya’smother

Her;Makotiareyouok?

Me;Sorryma.Imust’vedozedoffabit 

Her;areyoufeelingok

Me;nonotreally.I’mrathernauseous

Her;wouldyoulikemetocallyouadoctor 



Me;no.don’tworryaboutme.I’msureit’sjust

theJetLag 

Her;areyousure 

Me;no.butifitgetsworse,I’llletyouknow 

Her;I’llbringyousomesoup.Thenyoucango

backtobed.Thechildrenarefine.They’reon

thebeachwithBoni 

Me;Thankyouma

MaNdhlovuboughtmeupsomesoupandI

immediatelyfeltnauseousfromthesmellofit.I

putthesouponthestand,andsleptsome

more 

BythetimeIcamearounditwasafterMidday.I

lookedatmyphoneandsawIhad5missed

callsfromSiyasoIdecidedtocallhimback

Him;you’reup 



Me;Hey 

Himyousoundterrible 

Me;Justabitoffthat’sall. 

Him;YahMymomtoldme 

Him;youneedtoseeadoctor 

Me;I’mfinebabe. 

Him;Babyplease.Iknowyou’restubbornas

hell.Butwillyoujustcomeback 

Me;ifIfeelanyworse.IpromiseyouI’llgo 

Him;Ok.Ican’treallyargueaboutthisrightnow.

I’monmywaysomewhere.SoIllspeaktoyou

whenI’mdone 

Me;Ok 

Him;youbettergotothatdamndoctorRifiloe

orelsewearegoingtohaveproblems

Iwantedtoreply,butSiyahadalreadyended



thecall.Irolledmyeyesandwenttothe

bathroomtofreshenup. 

IwasstillrathernauseousbutIwantasbadas

earlierthatmorning. 

Itookmyuneatensoupdownstairsandsawthe

kidswerestillonthebeachwithBoniand

MaNdhlovu.SoImadesomedrytoastandwent

tojointhem.

*************** SIYA************************

IendedmycallwithRifiloeandheadedstraight

toNaledi’sfather’shotel.Iwasdonewithallthe

bullshit.IneededtobeinCubawithRifiloe.Only

Godknowswhatiswrongwithher,andher

beingallthewayacrosstheworldwasn’t

exactlyideal

Iarrivedathishotelandfoundhissecurityteam



inplace.Iwalkedpassedthemandoneofthem

triedstoppingme.

Him;I’msorrysirbuttherearenovisitors

allowed 

Me;boyyoubettermoveyourhandsbefore

thingsgetbad 

Him;I’msorrysir.Iamnotallowedtoletanyone

through 

Me;youhavepickedtheworstdaytopissme

off.NowgetyourBosstogivemeclearanceor

elseIwillhaveyourbrainonthesewalls 

Him;Sir 

Me;Fine;youleavemenochoice

Ipulledoutmygunandpointedathim.His

colleaguespulledouttheirsandpointedatme 

Me;youhaveachoice.Iblowyourbrainsnow,



oryougetyourmentobackdown 

Him;Ok.Ok.I’llgetclearance

Hecalledoneofthesecurityguardsinside,and

asIknew,Igotclearance.

Iputmygundownandsodidtherestofthem

IwalkedintothehotelroomandfoundNaledi’s

fatherinthelounge

Me;PresidentTau.Sorrytoarriveso

unannounced 

Him;savethebullshit

Me;wellinthatcasewhereismysigned

contract

Him;(chuckles)youthinkyoucanscareme. 



Me;NoIdonotplanonscaringyou.Nowsign

thecontractorelsetherewillbehell 

Him;givemeyourbestshot 

Me;areyousurebecauseonceshithappens

thenthereisnoturningback 

Him;thisonlyendsoneway.EitherIdieoryou

do 

Me;ok.InthatcaseIwillseeyouaround 

Him;youbettermakesureyouarereadyboy.

BecauseI’vebeeninthisgamemuchlonger

thanyou,andbelievemewhenIsayIamnot

Fernandez.Youmayhavebeenabletoarrest

him,butme.Iammuchworse.Especiallysince

mydaughterkilledherselfbecauseofyouand

thatexcuseofawomanthatyoucallyourwife 

Ilefthisroomandknewthatthismeantthat

therewouldbewar.WhichistheonethingthatI

triedtoavoid,butnowIhadtogettheteamin

gear.Ifmycountrywasgoingintowarwithdrug



lordsandgangsterswewouldhavetobeintop

form.

IwouldhavetostopcallingRifiloeforawhile,

andthefactthatshewasilljustmademe

anxious.Ijustwishedshewouldgotothe

doctorandwewouldknowwhat’swrong,

becauselordonlyknewwhenthiswarwould

End,andthelastthingIneededwashavingto

worryaboutherhealthwhenIhadapriceonmy

head.
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Iarrivedattheofficeandgatheredmyteamfor

ameeting.



IdoubledupsecurityinCuba,anddecidedto

havesomeguardsandpoliceattheborders.I

neededmenonthegroundnowmorethanever.

PresidentTauwasuptosomethingandifihad

anythingtodowithitiwantedtostophimathis

game.

NowineededtophoneandspeaktoRifiloe.

Lordonlyknewhowshewasgoingtotakethis

Her:Si

Me:Hibaby

Her:Hi

Me:tellmeyouwenttothedoctor

Her:no.Notyet. 

Me:Isthereevergoingtobeatimewhereyou

aregoingtodoastold



Her:implanningongoingtomorrow 

Me:,good 

Her:howhasyourdaybeen 

Me:itsbeenabithecticbutnothingicant

handle

Her:Iworryaboutyou.Icantwaittillthisthing

isoverwith

Me:yahIknow 

Her:sowhenexactlyareuplanningoncoming

home?

Me:I'mnotsureyetbabe.Lookslikeimightbe

awhile

Her:howlongisawhile 

Me:RifiloeI'mnotsure 

Her:SoI'mjustsupposedtobeokwiththis 

Me:Rifiloe.Youknowthisisbiggerthanme.Ifi

couldiwouldbewithyouinCuba.Butasyou

canseeitsabithecticrightnow



Her:whateverSiya.

ItriedtoexplainbutRifiloehadputthephone

downonme,whichjustpissedmeoff. 

Idon'tknowwhatitis,butthesepastfewdays

shehadbeenactingstrange.

Idialledheronceagainbutshedidn'tanswer.I

triedheragainbutstillnothing.

Nowiwasjustgettingannoyed.Ihadsomuch

shittodealwithworkwise,andallineededwas

formywomantounderstand.Insteadhereshe

wasthrowingatantrumbecauseiwasn'thome.

Ifonlysheknewhowmuchpressureihadon

myshoulders.Nottomentionthefactthati

wouldhavetogodarksoon,whichmeantno



communicationwithherorthechildren.

IwalkedtoBulletsofficeandaskedhimtocall

Boni.IneededtospeaktoRifiloeandmyonly

waywasthroughBoni

Him:whywouldyouwantmetocallmywoman

soyoucanspeaktoyours

Me:Rifiloeputthephonedownonme

Him:I'malsointhedogbox

Me:whatdidyoudo

Him:Ihaven'tbeenabletocallhersincethey

leftforCuba.Soidoubtshewilltakemycall 

Me:damnjusttryher

Him:I'vetriedher10timestoday.I'mtellingyou

shewontpickup

Me:fuck



Him:letstryoneoftheguards 

Me:yah.Tialtools

Hetriedtoolswhoimmediatelyanswered.

Itookthephonefromhim

Me:tools.IneedtotalktoRifiloe.Getheron

theline 

Him:yesboss

IcouldheretoolswalkingtoRifiloe'sroom.

Iheardheranswerthedoor,butsherefusedto

takethecall.

Insteadijustheardthelinegodead.



Ibashedbulletsphoneagainstthewalloutof

frustration.

WhydidRifiloehavetobesodamnstubborn.

Whatdidshewantmetodo.Itsnotlikei

wantedtodealwiththisbutididn'thavea

choice.

Ileftbulletsofficeandwenttoaconference

calkthatIhadwiththepresident. 

Ineededtolethimknowabouttheupcoming

war.

Me:MrPresident 

Him:lieutenant

Me:I'mafraidIvegotsomebadnews

Him:whatisit



Me:SiritlookslikePresidentTauisntbacking

down.Insteadhehasbasicallydeclaredwas

againstus

Him:Dammit 

Me:dontworryaboutit.Ihavethesituation

undercontrol 

Him:howcaninotworry.Ifthisthinggoesto

waritwillcausepanicandrightnowthelast

thingIneedismycountryinpanic

Me:Yes.Iunderstandsir.Whichiswhichiswhy

ihaveourofficerseverywhere.I'veevenbought

insomeofthepoliceforceandsomeofthe

army.Ifanythingweretohappen.Weare

prepared 

Him:Ihopeforyoursakeyou'rerightbecausei

wouldhatetohavetocallintroopsfromother

nations 

Me:wedon'tneedto.Fornowweareincontrol.

PlusIhaveanaceupmysleeve 



Him:caretoshare 

Me:notyetsir.ButsoonenoughI'llletyou

know

Him:youknowItrustyouLieutenant.Donot

makemeregretit 

Me:Iwon'tsir

Him:good.Nowkeepmeupdated 

Me:Iwillsir.NowthereisonemorethingIwant

todiscusswithyou 

Him:imlistening

IwasjustabouttocontinuewhenBulletrushed

in

Him:Ghost.Uneedtoseethis

me:Whatisit

Him:itsyouruncle.Hurry



IwrappedupmycallwithThePresidentand

wenttoouropenspace

Thesightisawonthetelevisionwassomething

Iwastrulynotexpecting.

Myuncle'shandsweretiedbehindhisbackand

hewasbloodingheavily.

Me:Isthislive 

Nails:Yesboss.Wehaveagentsontheway

there 

me:fuck

Nolessthat2minutesofwatchingmenbeating

myuncletodeath,ireceivedacallfromRifiloe,

whichIhadnochoicebuttoignore



anothercallcamethroughonprivatenumber

Me:Nails.Tracethiscall

Him:sho

Me:hello

Him:nowithoughtiwouldsendyouagift.

Sinceyoukilledmydaughteritwastimei

showedyouwhoyouaredealingwith 

Me:agiftha 

him;yes.Iamgoingtosendyouruncletoyouin

pieces.Illstartwiththeheadandwillendwith

theverylasttoe.HellIllevensendyouhisdick

justforthefunofit



Me:PresidentTauIamwarningyou.Youdo

thatandthingswillgetugly.Realugly

Him:Welluglyiswhatilike.

Hedroppedthecallandidreadedwhatwas

abouttohappen

Me:Nails.Howfaristheteam

Him:Theyare5minout.Theyshouldreachhim

justintime

JustasNailssaidthatIsawamaskedmanon

thetelevisioncomebehindmyunclewitha

doubleedgesword.



Me:Fuck.Nailsfuck

Helifteditandaspromisedmyuncle'shead

wasslicedoffasthoughitweremerecheese.

Ifeltmybodysweat,andmyhandscleanch.

Icouldherepeoplearoundmebutcouldn't

makeoutwhattheyweresaying

Thiswassomethingthatihadneverprepared

for.

Myunclesheadlayonthefloorwhilethe

swordsmanlaughedhisheadoffasthoughit

werenothing.



Istartedfeelingnauseousandwantedtopuke.

Myunclewasn'tmyfavouriteperson,buthe

wastheonlylinkihadlefttomyfather.And

nowherehewas.Hisbodyspasmingbecause

oftheshockofhavinghisheadremoved.

Bulletwasstandinginfrontofmeshouting

orders,buticouldn'therehim

Iwentdownstairstotheshootingrangeand

justwentwild.Ineededsobadlytoletoutthis

feelinginmyheart,andtheonlywayIknewhow

wasbyfiringasmanyshotsaspossibly

possible.

Istayedattheshootingrangeforaboutanhour.

Bythetimeicameoutiwasreadytofuck

peopleup.



Me:Nails.Didtheforcegetthereintimetosave

therestofhisbody

Him:yesboss

Me:didyoublockthisfootage?idon'twant

anybodyseeingit.Especiallythefamily

Him:itsalreadydone

Me:arethereguardsinKZN

Him:yesboss

Me:good.Nowitstineforustogodark.Iwant

everyagentsomewhere.Iwanttokillthis



motherfuckermyself

Him:shure

Me:bullet.Iwantyoutoreleasethefileon

presidentTauconnectinghimandNaledito

Fernandez.Iwanteverybitofinformationwe

haveusedagainstthem

Him:shap

Me:youhaveanhour.Afterthiswearegoing

dark.IwantusonthefirstflighttoLesotho.

Bullet:Lesotho?

Me:yes.Iamgoingtomakethisfuckerpayin



hisveryowncountry.Hehasjustmadean

enemyofmeandnowitwastimeishowedhim

whatiamcapableof.Bythetimeiamdone

withhimtherewontbemuchforhimtosave 

him:ok

me:onemorething.Wewillneedahelicopter.

Notaplane.Wearegoingtohavetosneakinto

lesotho

Bullet:we'regoingoldschool.

Me:yep.Itstimeyouallputyourtrainingto

gooduse.

Him:Howmanyagents

Me:100fornow



Him:done.

Me:youhaveanhour

IleftBulletandwenttogetchanged.Icouldn't

exactlygoonamissionwithasuiton.

Ichangedintocargopantsandagreenmuscle

top,withmyArmyboots.

AfterchangingidecidedtocallRifiloe.Ididn't

wanttostressaboutthedetails,butIdefinitely

neededtoletherknowthatiwasgoingtobe

unreachableforawhile.

Thankfullysheansweredonthe5thring



Her:Hi

Me:Hi

Her:Itriedcallingyou

Me:Iwasinthemiddleofsomething 

Her:Somethingmoreimportant 

Me:yesRifiloe.Thiswasimportant

her:mhmm 

Me:goshicantstandyourfuckingattitude.

Whatdoyouwantfromme?Howmanytimes

diditryphoningyoubutyoudidn'tanswer.You

wantmetofuckingbegyouandthatis

somethingiwontfuckingdo.

Her:don'ttalktomelikethat.Youstartedthis

shit



Me;youknowwhatRifiloe.Ijustcalledtotell

youthatiwontbereachable.Imgoingona

mission.soiwashopingtospeaktomywife,

butsinceyouareinafowlmood.Imightas

wellendthisstupidconversationnow.

Iendedthecallandswitchedoffmyphone.I

lovedRifiloe.Ireallydidbuthermoodswere

somethingiwasn'tgoingtoentertain.

Especiallywithmeleavingforlesotho.

Iguessiwouldhavetodealwithallthatoncei

returned
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(sorryiftherearespellingerrors.Iwastyping



likeamaniac)

ItriedcallingSiyaoverandoveragain.Buthis

phonewasonsilence.Goshhewasannoying

metoday. 

Likeallofasuddenhehaddecidedtogoall

machoonme,andIhadnoideawhy.AllIsaid

wasthatIwantedtohimtocomehome. 

Ithadalreadybeenaweekwithouthim,andhe

stillhadnoideawhattimehewouldbehome. 

Ileftmyroomandwenttothekitchentomake

asnackformyself.Ihadsomechocolatecake

andmilk.ForsomereasonIwascraving

somethingsweet.

*******************SIYA***************

AfterspeakingtoRifiloe,Theteamloadedthe



cars,andgotreadytoleaveforLesotho. 

Nailswasstayingbehindsohecouldhelp

navigateus,butotherthanthatitwasthewhole

team.Plusanother80opsagents. 

IknowthejourneyIhadaheadofme,but

somehowleavingforamissionwithRifiloemad

atmemademeuncomfortable.Ihadallthe

protectionIneededbutinallhonestynoone

knewwhatwouldhappen. 

Iwouldhatemyselfifsomethinghappenedto

meandIhadn’tmadethingsright,soIputaside

myangerandcalledherandbysomemiracle

sheanswered

Her;Hi 

Me;Baby.I’msorryaboutearlier.Ishouldn’t

havebeenlikethattowardsyou 

Her;Ishouldn’thavespokentoyoulikethat

either 



Me;Iknowyou’refrustratedbutbabyIam

doingthisforus 

Her;IknowSiya.It’sjustdifficult. 

Me;IunderstandRifiloe.Butwhatdoyou

expectmetodo?IfIdon’tfinishthismission

thenwearescrewed. 

Her;(sigh) 

Me;Justgivemeafewweeks.Soonthiswillbe

allbeoverandwewillbeafamilyagain 

Her;Silence 

Me;Rifiloe 

Her;(sniff) 

Me;OhGodpleasedon’tstartcryingRifiloe 

Her;(sniff)SiyaIdon’twantyoutogo.Ihavea

badfeelingaboutthismissionofyours 

Me;(sigh)baby.Iamgoingtobefine. 

Her;Ihopeso



Me;didyougotothedoctor

Her;No.I’vegotanappointmentfortomorrow

morning.Thedoctoriscominghere 

Me;good.IllcallingyouifIgetachance.But

promisemeyouwon’tstressifyoudon’tget

holdofme 

Her;ok

Me;I’mserious.Nostressing.Enjoythebeach

andhavefunwithmybabies.I’llseeyousoon

ok 

Her;Okbaby 

Me;IloveyouRifiloe.WithallmyheartandI

sweartoyouoncethisisdonewewillbeable

tomoveon 

Her;Ok 

Me;Nowsendmeakiss 

Her;I’vesentyoutons 

Me;willyouprayforme 



Her;everyday

IwrappedupmyconversationwithRifiloe,and

weleftforLesotho

******************FIFI***********************

AftermyconversationwithSiyaIinstantlyfelt

better.Iwentouttothebeachandspentthe

restofmydaywithkids.Istillfeltabit

nauseousbutItoldmyselfIwoulddealwith

thatoncethedoctorarrivedthefollowingday.

RightnowallIhadtodowashopeandpraythat

Siyawouldbehomesoonerratherthanlater.

Bythetimeweleftthebeach,wewentandhad

dinnerontheverandaMaNdhlovutookthekids

andwenttohavedinnerinthekitchen,while

BoniandIsatontheVeranda



Her;thisisshit 

Me;(chuckles) 

Her;Likereally.Whycouldn’twefindnormal

men?Menwhohavenormaljobs 

Me;tellmeaboutit.Herewearehavingdinner

inCubaallalone.

Her;Iknowthisiswhattheywant,butI’mtelling

youRifiloe.I’mhavingsecondthoughtsabout

marryingHlokes 

Me;No

Her;I’mserious 

Me;Butyouguysloveeachother 

Her;wedo.ButIcannotkeepgoingonlikethis.

Myweightisupanddown.Idon’tsleepatnight

becauseIdon’tknowifhewillcomehome.I

haveanannoyingbabymamatodealwith.It’s

alltoomuchRifiloe.Icannottakeit 



Me;Iknowwhatyou’regoingthrough

Her;Ithinkweneedwine 

Me;yes.I’llgoget

Iwenttothecellarandcamebackwithabottle

ofred.Wedrankitallandendedupdrunkas

hell.Iknowtheysaynottousealcoholasa

crutch.Butrightnowitwastheonecrutchwe

coulddependon.

Iwokeupthefollowingdaywithamassive

hangover.ThefirstthingIdidwasthrowupthe

littlethatIhadinmystomach.Iknewithad

beenawhilesinceIhadwine,lbutthiswas

crazy. 

Icleanedupaftermyselfandtookashower.

Somethingwasdefinitelywrongwithme. 

Ishoweredthenwentdownstairstohave

breakfast,butunfortunatelythesmelloffood



justmadethingsworse.Ikissedmybabies,and

thankfullymydoctorarrived

Iledthedoctorupstairsandhedidafewtests.

Him;haveyoueatenanythingyoudon’tusually

eatinthepastweek 

Me;No 

Him;whenwasyourlastperiod

Theminutethedoctorasked.Myheartsank.I

hadn’thadmyperiodsinceIhadLesedi.I

breastfedherfor6months,andwhenIstopped

SiyaandIstartedsleepingwitheachother

Me;about3monthsago 

Him;wellwiththatsaid,Ithinkwebothknow

what’swrongwithyou



Me;ohGod 

Him;Heregopeeonthis

Iwenttothebathroomandpeedonthestich,

andasfatewouldhaveitIwaspregnant. 

Igavethedoctortheresultsstillnotsureon

howIwasfeeling.Idefinitelywasn’texpecting

tobedoingthisalloveragain,andonmyown,

whileSiyaisoutsavingtheuniverse.
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Isatonthedoctorstable,legsopenwhilehe

didatransvaginalexam. 

TomysurpriseIwasalready10weeks.After

myexamhegavememyvitaminsandIheaded

home. 



Igotinthebackofandtriedunderstanding

whatthismeant.SiyaandIwerestillworkingon

beingwitheachother.AndnowhereIwas

alone,engaged,divorcedandnowpregnant

withmysecondchildinamatterofmonths.

Likereally,whatwasIthinking? 

Thiswasallsooverwhelming,butwhatmade

thingsworsewasthefactthatSiyawasona

mission.AndnowIcouldn’tevensharethis

withhim.AndOnlyGodknowswhenhewould

beback.

Iarrivedbackhomeandwasn’tquitesureon

whattodo.IfoundSiya’smotherandeveryone

elsehavinglunchontheveranda.

IkissedOlwethoandLesedi,andsatdownto

jointhem



MaNdhlovu;Makotihowdidyouappointment

go?

Me;Itwasfinema 

Boni;sowhatdidthedoctorsay 

Me;ahmmhesaidIneedtojusttakethings

easyforawhile 

MaNdhlovu;takethingseasy?Thatwashis

diagnosis 

Me;well.Nonotreally.HesaidIam10weeks

pregnant

Theybothlookedatmeshocked. 

Bonismiled,andMaNdhlovuhadtearsinher

eyes.Shestoodupandcametogivemeahug

Her;OhMakoti.Iamsohappyforyou.

Siyabongaisgoingtobeecstatic 

Me;(sniff)thankyouma 



Her;Icannotwaittoseemygrandchild

IsmiledandforthefirsttimesincefindingoutI

waspregnant,Ibecamecalm. 

Thiswasn’tsuchabadthing.Siyawouldlove

anotherchild.Ijustpraythatit’saboy.Then

that’sit.Ourfamilywouldbecomplete.

Istartedlettingloseandforthefirsttimesince

arrivinginCuba.Siyahaddonesomuchto

makesureIwassafeandhappy.TheleastI

coulddowastryunderstanding.Besides.Today

wasthe31standIhadalotofgoodtolook

forwardtointheNewYear. 

MaNdhlovuwentbackinsidetorestwhileIsat

withmychildrenandjustenjoyedtheir

company.

LesedihadgrownsofondofLesedi.Shewas



crawlingbackwards,andhewasthereevery

stepoftheway.Youcouldseethelove

betweenthem.Itwasjustevidentbytheway

Olwethoheldherandwatchedoverher.Ihada

feelinghewasgoingtobeoverlyprotective

overher.Ikindoffeltsorryformylittlegirl.

Shameman.ShewouldhaveOlwethoandSiya

guardingherlikeahawk.Nottomentionthey

wouldprobablyscareoffanyboyslookingat

herdirection.

IsmiledandwatchedthemplayingwhileBoni

andIhadenjoyedvirgincocktailstocelebrate

thelittleinvaderinmywomb.

*********************

SIYA************************

OurHelicopterarrivedontheoutskirtsofthe



Lesothoborder,andthingsstartedtogetreal.

Wewereheadingintoacountrythatwasn’t

ours,butwhatchoicedidIhave?PresidentTau

wasmakingitclearthatthiswasonefightthat

hadtobepersonal.Andhowmuchmore

personalcanthingsgetthanbeatingsomeone

ontheirveryownhomeground.

Iknowforafacthewasonhiswaybackto

LesothoandIwantedtomakesureIgotridof

himonhisveryownsoil.

Weputonournighgearandwalkedtherestof

thewaytotheborder.IHadafewmenatthe

bordergate,whiletherestofusweresneaking

in. 

Bythetimewewereallacross,dawnwas

approaching.Wehoppedatthebackofthe

truckwehadasadisguise.Ihadafewmenin

Lesothoandourbasewouldbeatoneofthe



ruralfarmsthatwasn’ttoofarfromPresident

Tau’shome.Weusedthisfarmasacoverup,

becauseinfactwehadanundergroundfacility

running.Thereasonwecouldn’tjustflyhere

wasbecauseIknewthatTau’steamwouldbe

lookingoutatanyirregularmovements,and

obviouslyover100peoplelandingyourcountry

atthesametimewasabitofagiveaway.

EspeciallywithLesothobeingsosmall.

Ihad100otheragentsarrivingtoday.Hopefully

withthismanymen,IcouldoverthrowLesotho

inamatterofdays.ButfirstIneededatleast3

hoursofsleep 

Iwenttothecabins,andgotundressed.Ihad

heavyArmoronandallIwantedwastotakeit

off,andjustrest. 

Aftergettingundressed,Ilayonthesinglebed,

andthoughtabouthowcrazyIwas. 

Ihadahugekingsizebedwaitingformeat



home.AndinsteadhereIwasatthevery

beginningofawar,whichIwasgoingtokick

off. 

Mostpeoplewouldn’tunderstandit.Whywould

abusinessGrad,fromaroyalfamilygointo

suchajob?Whereyouhavea50/50chanceof

survival.ButI’vebeendoingthissolong,that

thethoughtofonlybeingabusinessmanjust

wouldn’tcutit.Iwouldbesoboard,butatthe

sametimeIlovedRifiloetoomuchtocarryon

puttingourlivesindanger. 

Shehadstuckbyme,evenwhenthingswere

difficult.Shealwayslovedme.AndGodknowsI

woulddoanythingtohonourthat.Whichiswhy

IcameupwithwhatIthoughtwasanexcellent

solution. 

Afterthis,Iwouldtakecareofmybusinessand

nolongerbeintheforceasaLieutenantoras

anagent.InsteadIwouldbean

advisor/consultant. 



ThePresidentwasright.Hlokeswasgood,but

hehadn’tbeenintheforceforaslongasIhad,

anditwouldn’tbefairtojustthrowhiminthe

deepend.InsteadIplannedonguidinghim,and

eventuallyhewouldn’tneedmeanymore.We

couldmeetatmyoffices,andIwouldn’teven

needtosetfootatHQ.ThiswayRifiloewould

behappyandIwouldstillhaveatastenyanaof

thejobIlove.ButatleastIwouldbehomeby5

andhelpRifiloewiththekids. 

HopefullyIcouldconvincehertostayathome

andratherlookafterourhomethantohavea

job.Don’tgetmewrong.It’snotasthoughI

wanttokeepherconfinedtoourhouse,butI

wouldwantustohavemoretimetogetherand

ifIwasworkingfulltime,andsowasshe,that

wouldmeanthatwewouldonlyseeeachother

afterwork,and9/10wewouldbothbetoo

exhaustedtoevenhavetimetogether.But

knowingmywifeshewouldtellmetotakea

hike. 



Imust’vefallenasleep,becausewhenIwokeup

itatleast4hourslater.Itwasnowtosetsome

ofmyplansinplace. 

Igotup,tookaquickshowerandwenttothe

controlroom.Asalwaysmyagentswereall

readyandwaitingforinstruction.

Me;Ok.Everyonegatheraround

Theyallgathered,andIcontinued

Me;Firstlythankyouallforbeinghere.Iknow

weareusedtoplayinginourveryown

backgroundorinplaceswherewehavefull

control,butthismissionisdifferent.Thisis

foreigncountry,whichmeanswewillhavetobe

extravigilant.Iwantallofustogethometoour

families.Idonotwantanymistakesonthisone.

Aeweallclear



Them;YesSir 

Me;Ok.Sothisistheplanfortoday.Weare

goingtohavetogoundercover.Wewillhaveto

changeintonormalclothes.Iwantustoplace

bombs,alloverLesotho.Mainlythecitycentre,

thepresidentshome,hisofficesandministers

offices.ItstimetogearupbecauseWeare

goingtotakeoverLesotho.BythetimeIam

donewithPresidentTau,hewontknowwhathit

him

MyagentsalllookedatmeasthoughIhad

gonemad.

Me;Hlokes.Doyouhavetherevisedpaper

work? 

Him;yes.Ihavethemrighthere 

Me;dotheyhaveourPresidentssignature 

Him;YesSir 



Me;Good.Now.Ineedyoutogetnailsonthe

line.Hestillhasthattrackerontau.Iwantto

knowhiseverymove.Ialsoneedtoknowhow

farwearewithgainingaccesstothecameras

aroundthecountry.Iwanttotalcontrol

Hlokeswenttothecontrolmonitorstocontact

NailswhileIdismissedtheteam.

BythetimenightcomesIwouldhavebombs,

explosivesandmachinegunsalloverLesotho.

PresidentTau,wouldbekneelingatmyfeet

beforetheendofthisweek,andthatwasa

promise. 

TherewasnowayIwouldlethimgetawaywith

whathedidtomyuncle.Hehadmadean

enemyofme,andnowitwastimeforhimto

facethesamefatethattherestofmyenemies

hadfaced. 



Hisdaysonthisworldwerenumbered,and

nothingwouldstandinmywayofgettingmy

revenge.
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Isatwiththeteamatthefarmandwewaited

fortheagentstoplacethebombsaround

Lesotho. 

Thenicethingaboutmyweaponswasthatthey

wereremotecontrolled.Ididn’tneedtobein

theareatosetthemoff.Instead,oncethe

bombswereplaced,myteamwasbackat

camp,andallwehadtodowaswait. 

AndaspredictedpresidentTauwasinhis

palace.SoItookthisasanopportunitytocall

him.Iwantedtohitthenailonthehead.



Him;Tau

Me;MrPresident 

Him;(chuckles)Iwaswonderingwhenyou

wouldcall 

Me;yah.IthoughtIwouldcomesayHi.Findout

howthelastfewhoursofyourlifefeellike 

Him;Prettygoodifyoumustknow 

Me;Well.Ihaveapropositionforyou.Infactit’s

anewdealaltogether.Iwantyoutohandover

LesothotoSA.Youarenotevenintheleastbit

worthytobePresident 

Him;sayswho 

Me;Saysme 

Him;wellsinceyouareallthewayinSA.I

guessIamgoingtohavetodeclineyouroffer

Me;youhave2secondstomakeyourdecision.

AfterthatIstartsettingupyourcountryin

flames



Him;youwouldn’tdare 

Me;don’ttryme 

Him;Idecline 

Me;Ok.Wellinthatcasesaygoodbyetoyour

country.Becausesoonallthatyouwillhaveleft

isnothingbutflames.

Ihungupanddecidedtogivemeanhourtotry

andcallmeback,butnothing.SoIhadnoother

choicebuttomakegoodonmythreat.SoI

releasedthefirstsetofbombs,thatwere

placedcloseenoughtohispalaceforhimto

hear,andjustoncue,Ireceivedacall

Me;soIseeyouhavehadachangeofmind 

Him;Youfuckingass.Howcouldyoudothisto

mycountry?Youarekillinginnocentpeople

whohadnothingtodowiththis 



Me;thesamewayyoukilledmyuncle?Orthe

samewayyouandNaledikilledallthosepeople

withdrugs 

Him;youbetterbackoffNdhlovu.Iamtelling

youthisonce.Stayawayfrommypeoplebefore

thingsgetbad 

Me;thingshavealreadygottenbad.NowIhave

emailedyouthedocumentIwantsigned.You

have5minutestosignitandreturnitbeforeI

bombouttherestofyourcountry.I’llhavethis

motherfuckingplacelookinglikeRwandabythe

endoftheday. 

Him;youfuckingass

Me;ticktockticktockMrPresident

Iendedourcallandtoldmymentoholdoffon

releasingmorebombs. 

IgavePresidentTau5minutes,andhehadmy

docs,signedin5soIknowthatthis.Wasmy



day

NowtheonlyreasonImadehimsigncopies,as

becauseIknewthatIwouldhavetoseehimto

signtheoriginals.Butthisworkedasasignof

goodfaith.SoIallIneedednowwasforHlokes

togetthecarready

Me;Bullet.Getthecarready. 

Him;Arewegoingsomewhere 

Me;yes.Iamgoingtothepalace.Iwantto

meetwithTau 

Him;isthatagoodidea?

Me;yes.Iwanttheoriginals,sowecangetthe

fuckoutofhere,andIcangetbacktomy

family 

Him;Ihearthat.Butdon’tyouthinkweshould

slowdownabit 



Me;no,Iwanttostrikewhileit’shot 

Him;ok 

Me;gettheteamtostartpacking.Oncethe

originalsaresigned.Iwanttodislocatethe

bombsandflyoutofhereASAP

Him;wouldyoulikemetogettheHeliready

too 

Me;please. 

Him;cool.

Bulletdidasasked,andweleftforthepalace.

Heinsistedonuswearingbulletproofvests.

WhichIthoughtwasstupid.Thismanknows

he’slost,butforthesakeofpeace,Igavebullet

thepeaceofmindherequired,andputonthe

vest.

Weleftthefarmandheadedtothepalace,and



justasexpectedpresidentTauwasreadyand

waitingforus

Me;PresidentTau.Finallywehavecometoan

agreement 

Him;here 

Me;thankyou.

Ilookedthroughthedocumentanditwas

indeedsignedandstamped.

Me;whythankyou.Ithasbeenapleasuredoing

businesswithyou 

Him;disablethebombs

Me;Iwill.ButfirstIneedtogetbacktoSA. 

Him;Ithoughtwehadadeal

Me;wedo.Butyouhavetogetonthefirstflight



outofLesotho,andIneedtogetbacktoSA.

Oncethat’sdonethenIdisablethebombs 

Him;(sigh)

Me;don’tbeblue.Manyhavetried,andmany

havefailed. 

Him;youarearrogant 

Me;nonotreally.I’mjusttiredoftheBullshit

Iwalkedtowardsthedoor,andnoticedthat

somethingwasn’tright.IlookedatBulletandhe

knewthesame.WhatpuzzlesmeishowBullet

pulledoutagun,andshotrightatmydirection.

InthatmomentallIknewthatthiswasaset

up. 

ThebullethitmeonmyneckandallIremember

isfallingtothegroundwonderingwhythemanI

trustedsomuchwouldbetraymelikehejust

did.
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It’sbeenmorethanamonth,ofmenotseeing

orevenspeakingtoSiya.Iwasnow14weeks,

andbothBoniandIwerestartingtoget

worried. 

ShetriedHlokesamilliontimesaday,andwe

stillheardnothing.Evennailswasn’tavailable

andthatalonescaredthehelloutofme. 

Ihadanappointmentwithmydoctortoday,soI

decidedtostopworryingandgolookatmy

baby.Hopefullyseeingthebabywouldmake

mealotlesstense.

IarrivedatthedoctorandasIknew,mybaby

wasgrowing.He/shewashealthyandwas

overalldoinggreat.Itookmypillsfromthe

doctorandlefttogobackhome. 



ImadesurethatIhadanalbumofallmyscans

whileSiyawasaway.Iwantedtomakesurehe

didn’tfeellikehemissedoutonanything. 

WhenIarrivedbackhomeInoticedafewcars

outside,andimmediatelygotexcited.Ihoped

thatthiswouldbeSiya.

IraninsideandfoundSiya’smotherandHlokes

sittinginthelivingroom.Igreetedthemand

lookedatHlokes.Forsomereasonthelookin

hiseyesscaredme

Me;Hlokes.WhereisSiya 

Him;Rifiloe.IwasjusttellingMaNdhlovu 

Me;tellingherwhat

Him;Ahm(clearsthroat)Rifiloe.I’msorry.But 

Me;No



IgotoutmychairbecauseIfeltlikeitwas

burningme.Thiscouldn’tberight.Siyawasfine.

hehadtobe

Him;Rifiloe.Wewereattheveryendofthe

mission,butthingsjustwentleft

Me;NOHloke.NO. 

Him;I’msosorry 

Me;getoutmyhouse 

Him;Rifiloe 

Me;No.getout.Howdareyoubringthat

nonsenseinmyhouse?Siyaisfine.Heis

cominghome.Hewillcomehome.Nothingyou

saywillchange

Istartedshakinguncontrollably, Hlokesheld

ontomeandImelted.Myworstnightmarehad

finallybecomeareal.Siyawasgone. 



Iscreamedsohard,tryingtogetridofthepainI

wasfeeling.Mywholelifehadjustcome

crumblingdownonme.Ihadlosttheone

personwhonevergaveuponme.AndGod

knowshowIwantedthistowork 

Idon’tremembermuchofwhathappenedafter

that.AllIknowisIwokeupinmybed,withmy

auntandmotherinlawbymyside

Ilookedatmyauntandstartedcryingallover

again.Siyawasgone,andnothingIcoulddo

wouldbringhimback. 

Myauntsatonthebedwithmeandjustletme

cry.IwishedIcouldfeelthecryinghelp,butit

wasn’t.Insteadmyheartwasheavy.AllI

wantedwastoseemyhusband.Iwantedhim

home.Iwantedhimwithmychildren.Iwanted

myhusbandhome.Iwantedtotellhimabout

thebundleofjoythatIwascarrying. 

Howcouldthishappennow.HowcouldSiya



leavemenowwhenIneededhimthemost?

HowwasIsupposedtobringupourchildren

withoutafather? 

Allthesethoughtsjustpouredoutinmyheart.

Mybestfriendwasgone. 

IcriedandcriedtillIhadnomoretearstocry.I

wasactuallyinthemidstofthestorm,andI

didn’tknowhowIwasgoingtogetthroughit

withoutSiya. 

Healwaysknewwhattodoorsay.AndnowI

hadnoone. 

IlookedupatMaNdhlovuandshereflectedmy

pain.Shehadjustlosttheonepersonwhoshe

lovedbeyondmeasure.Itookherhandandwe

bothcriedatthelossthatwehadtoface.

Bythetimeeveningcame,MaNdhlovuwentto

getussomethingtoeat.



Myauntlookedatmewithsuchpityitbroke

me 

Her;itsgoingtobeokRifiloe.Iknowthatit

doesn’tlooklikeitnow,butitwill

Ijustnoddedandtriedfiguringoutwhat

could’vehappened,whenIrememberedthatI

didn’tevenaskHlokes

Me;aunty.WhereisLehlohonolo 

Her;HeiswithBoniswa 

Me;Ineedtospeaktohim

Her;Illgethim

Shewalkeddownstairs,whileItriedtohold

backmytears.Hlokeswalkedinwithherand

satnexttome



Him;Howareyouholdingup 

Me;Idon’tknow

Him;Iamsorryrifiloe. 

Me;whathappened 

Him;It’salongstory,buthewasshot 

Me;bywho 

Him;oneoftheguardsInLesotho 

Me;whereishisbody

Him;atamortuaryinSouthAfrica 

Me;Hlokestellmewhathappened

Him;restfirst.Wecantalkaboutallofthat

later 

Me;whathappenedtothepersonthatkilled

him 

Him;Ikilledhim.

Me;(Sniff)IwantmyhusbandbackHlokes.

Whyisthishappeningtome?WhathaveIdone



inmylifethatGodwouldwanttopunishmeto

suchanextent? 

Him;itsallgoingtobefineRifiloe.Withtimeit

willgeteasier

Me;HowHlokes?Siyaisgone.Iampregnant

withourchild.AndIwillhavetobringthemup

allbymyself.Tellmehowthat’sok 

Him;Iknowyou’rehurtingRifiloe.SoamI.but

intimewewillhavetoletgo

Hegavemeahugandlefttogoandarrangefor

allofustodepartforSA.

IhadmydinnerwithMaNdhlovuwhilemyaunt

lookedafterthekids. 

ThefollowingmorningweallflewbacktoSouth

Africa.Ilefttheairportandwentstraighttothe

Mortuary.IwantedtoseeSiya.Iwantedto

makesurethatitwashiminthere,butwhenwe



arrivedIwastoldIcouldn’tseehim.Therewas

aguardthereandhehadbeengivenstrict

instructionsbyourgovernmentnottoletme

seehim.ApparentlySiya’sfacewasbadly

scarredandhehadgivenstrictinstructionsthat

Iwasnottoseehiminthatstate.

Ileftandwenthomefeelingdefeated.IfonlyI

knewthatIwouldreturntoSAwithouta

husband,Iwould’veinsistedthatIstayhere

withhim.ButnowIhadnochoicebuttotryand

workoutafuturealonewithSiyaandLord

knowsthatwasnotsomethingIlookedforward

to
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WhenIarrivedhome,theguardswerehelping



mymotherinlawremovesomeofourfurniture

frommyroom.Allthatwasleftwasamattress

thatIwouldbesittingonformymourning

period. 

Lookingatmymotherinlawbrokeme.she

lookedlikeshehadagedamillionyearssince

wefoundoutaboutSiya. 

Itookherhandandledhertooneofthespare

bedrooms,andclosedthedoor

Me;Ma

Her;yesdear 

Me;youcan’tleavemetoo.Youaremyonly

connectiontoSiya 

Her;makotiwhatareyoutalkingabout 

Me;ma.Youhaven’ttakenamomenttoeven

breathe.Youhaven’teatenandyouareforever

onyourfeet 



Her;I’mfineKoti.Letmegoandfinish

preparingyourroombeforepeoplestartarriving.

ShetriedwalkingawaybutIheldontoherhand

gently

Me;Ma

Her;No 

Me;He’sgoneMa.Thereisnothingwecando

aboutit 

Her;letgo

Insteadoflettinggo,Iputmyarmsaroundher

andjustheldhertillshefinallyputherguard

down.Itabsolutelybrokemetoseeherlikethis,

butIwasmoreworriedabouthernotgrieving. 

Westayedtogetherforawhile,tillwebrokeour

hug



Me;Idon’tknowhowwearegoingtoget

throughthisMa. 

Her;wewillhavetotakeitonestepatatime

Me;ImisshimsomuchMa.IjustwishIcould

seehim.Theywontletme 

Her;whynot 

Me;Idon’tknow.apparentlyhegave

instructionsthatshouldhebehurtbadly,that

wearenottoseehim

Her;sohowdotheyexpectustoburyhim

Me;Idon’tknowMa.Thisisalljustso

confusing 

Her;wewillneedtospeaktoHlokesaboutthis. 

Me;He’sdownstairs

Her;come



Wewalkeddownhandinhandandforonce,

sincefindingoutaboutSiya,Ifeltabitbetter.

Hismother’swarmthwasn’teverything,butat

leastitwassomething.

WhenwegottoSiya’soffice,wefoundHlokes

andNailsthere.IletgoofMaNdhlovuandwent

togivenailsahug

Him;I’msorryIfailedyoumam.Thisshould’ve

neverhappened

Myeyesstartedtowater,andthelumpinmy

throatbecamelarger.

Me;ItsnotyourfaultNails. 

Hlokes;Itsnoonesfault

Me;That’strue.



IsatatthetablewithMaNdhlovuandHlokes

andNails

Hlokes;I’msurethisisstressfulforyou,butwe

needtostartpreparingthedetailsforthe

funeral 

Me;NottillI’veseenhisbody 

Hlokes;I’msorryRifiloe.Butthatwon’tbe

possible 

Me;andwhynot 

Hlokes;Rifiloe.Ma.Therearethingsthat

happenedthatwerebeyondourcontrol.

UnfortunatelySiyawashurtratherbadlyallover

hisbody.Itwasalwayshisrequestthatshould

somethingofthatmagnitudehappentohim

thatweensurethathisfamilydonotseehim

likethat

Me;wellIstillwanttoseehimHlokes. 

Him;Iknowbutit’sinhiswill.Icannotgo



againstit 

Me;sohowwillweknowthatweareburying

therightbody 

Him;Iwillmakesure

Me;IjustwanttoseehimonelasttimeHlokes.

Iwanttoholdhishand.Justonelasttime

Him;Iknowbutrightnowthat’snotanoption.

Hiswillisclear

Me;ok 

Him;Iknowthisisdifficult.ButIhavetofollow

hisorder.Evenifheisnotalive 

Me;Iunderstand 

Him;youwillhaveafewvisitorstomorrow.

Mainlythepresidentandsomeministers 

Me;whattime 

Him;about9am 

Me;ok 



Him;YourlawyerandSiya’sLawyerwillbehere

inaboutanhourtodiscusshislastwishes,and

togooverhisestate 

Me;can’tthatwaittillthefuneralisover 

Him;Nonotreally.ThisisallaccordingtoSiya’s

wishes

Me;Ok 

Him;onelastthing 

Me;what 

Him;LindawantsOlwethoback 

Me;overmydeadbody 

Him;Iknow.Butsheisonherwayfrom

France. 

Me;mxm 

Him;youwillneedtotoughenupabitRifiloe. 

Me;youbetterlistentomeHlokes.Andlisten

carefully.OlwethoisMYson.Lindahasnoright

tohimafternearlykillinghim.Ifshesetsfootin



myhouseIwillkillher.Donottryme.Olwetho

isgoingnowhere

Hlokeslookedatmeshocked

Him;ok 

Me;good

Wewrappedupourmeeting,becauseour

lawyersarrived. 

Igreetedthemandledthemtothedining

room. 

IsatnexttoMaNdhlovuwhileHlokesandNails

excusedthemselves.

Mylawyerwasjusttheretomakesure

everythingwasok,butmostofthetalkingwas

donebySiya’slawyer



Him;MrsNdhlovu.LetmestarbysayingIam

sosorryaboutwhatyouaregoingthrough

Me;Thankyou.ButIamnolongerMrsNdhlovu.

It’sMissMokoena 

Him;aboutthat.(Clearsthroat)MrNdhlovu

askedmetoensureyouIgaveyouthisbefore

weproceed.

Hegavemeanenvelope,whichIopened

immediately. 

Ifoundouroriginalmarriagecertificateinthere.

Iwasabitconfused,soIlookedupathis

lawyer 

Him;There’saletterinthereexplaining

everything.Butbasicallyyoutwowerenever

divorced 

Me;what?How?Ireceivedthedivorcedecree

frommylawyer,



Him;Iknow.Itwasfake.MrNdhlovuonlydid

thatsoyoucouldhavepeaceofmind

Ilookedatmymarriagecertificateandsmiled.I

honestlydidn’tknowwhyIthoughtSiyawould

everagreetodivorcemeinthefirstplace. 

Iclosedtheenvelopeandmadeanotetoread

theletterinprivate.

Him;SosinceyouwerebothmarriedinCOP.He

lefteverythingtoyou.NdhlovuCorp,His

properties,vehicles,andboatsyounameit.it’s

allyours

Me;Iwishthiswouldallbringhimback.I’dgive

italljusttohavehimhome 

Him;Hedidhoweverleaveatrustfor

MaNdhlovuseniorandeachofhistwochildren 



Me;ok 

Him;onemorething

Me;whatisit 

Him;Heaskedthatyouletthechildrenlivewith

hismother.Hewantsyoutomoveonwithyour

lifeassoonaspossible 

Me;hemust’vebeenoutofhismindwhenhe

putthatinhiswill.SiyawouldneverandImean

everwantmetobewithanotherman

Him;Iknowitsoundsbazarbutheknewhow

dangeroushisjobwas,anditwashiswishfor

youtobehappy. 

Me;Sigh 

Him;itwassomethinghewishedfor,butyou

arenotcompelled

IlookedatMaNdhlovuandwebothshookour

head.Siyawashonestlythebiggestcontrol



freak.Hewasdead,andyethewasstilltelling

mehowtolivemylife

Wefinishedourmeetingandthelawyersleft.I

haddinnerwiththefamily,andwenttospend

sometimewithmychildren.Olwethofellasleep

inmyarmswhilewelayonthemattresswhileI

readthemastory. 

Itookhimtohisroom,andlayLesediinhercot.

Lookingatthembrokemyheart.Theyboth

lookedsomuchLikeSiya.andyettheirfather

thoughtIwouldwanttoshipthemofftoKZN

whileImovedon.Idon’tunderstandwhySiya

wouldthinkIwouldeverwanttobewith

anotherman.Hewasit.hewasmysoulmate

andthethoughtoflivingwithouthimscaredme,

butnotasmuchasthethoughtofhaving

anothermaninmybed.

Iwalkedbacktomyroomandopenedthe



envelopethathislawyergaveme

Isatonthemattress,andread

MydearestRifiloe. 

Youhaveyetanotherletterfromme.

LetmestartbyfirstexplainingthatIamsorry

aboutlyingaboutthedivorce.Iknowit’swhat

youwanted,butthethoughtoflosingyou

scaredmetoomuch.SoIhadmylawyersdaft

andgiveyouafakedecree.Itriedstayingaway

butIlovedyoufartoomuchtotrulyeverletyou

go.Butluckyformedeathcameearly.Nowyou

willbeabletohavethelifeIsobadlywantedto

giveyou. 

Nowletmetellyouaboutsomething.Iloveyou.

Morethananythingandthethoughtofleaving

youbreaksme,butIknowwithmyjobits

alwaysapossibility. 



SoIleaveyouwithLesediandOlwetho.They

willbringyouthejoyIfailedtogivetoyou. 

Rifiloedonotcryoverme.Iwouldbetoo

displeased.Youhavecriedbecauseofmefar

toomanytimes.Noitstimeyoustopandyou

moveonwithyourlife. 

Iwilllookdownandwillalwaysbethereto

protectyou. 

Promisemeyouwilltakecareofourfamilyand

mymother.Iworryabouther,butIknowwith

youbeingaround,youwillbothcarryeachother

andmaybeonedaywewillbeunitedagain

Ilovedyoutomyverylastbreath.Neverever

doubtthat 

LoveSiya
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Theweekpassedbyratherquickly.Ispent

mostoftheweekonthemattress. 

Wedidn’thavemuchtoprepareforthefuneral,

becauseSiyawouldbegettingastatefuneral.

Soeverythingwouldbetakencareofbythe

government. 

Lindaarrivedyesterday,butforsomereason

shewasonherbestbehaviour.Iletherstayat

theapartmentthatSiyahadbought.Hlokes

thoughtitwasabadidea,butshewas

Olwetho’smotherafterall. 

ThecloseritgottoSaturdaytheworseIfelt.

EspeciallysinceIknewthatIwouldneversee

Siyaagain.EverytimeIclosedmyeyes,Ikept

onthinkingabouthisletter,aboutour

relationshipandthefactthatwespentsomuch

ofourtimearguing,wheninfactweshould’ve

spentittogether.Makingmemoriesandto



makethingsworse,theywouldn’tletmeseehis

body.IfIcould,thenmaybeIcouldcometo

acceptingthathewasgone. 

Hlokesontheotherhandwastotallyfidgety.I

wishhewouldjuststopmovingaroundandtell

methetruthaboutwhathappenedtoSiya. 

Insteadhewasallovertheplacetryingtomake

surethateveryoneknewwhatwasexpectedof

them.Iknowweweren’ttogetheranymore,butI

caredabouthim.Hewassupposedtobe

mourninghisfriend,butinsteadhewas

avoidinganytopicthatevencameclosetoSiya

orhisdeath.

Idecidedtoratherignorehimandtrymourning

Siya.WhichImightaddwasn’tworkinginmy

favour.Iwantedtotellhimsomanythings.I

wantedtoseehisfacewhenItoldhimIwas

pregnant.AndthefactthatIcouldn’tdothat

brokemeintoamillionpieces



Wakingupthemorningofthefuneralwasthe

worstdayofmylife.Siya’sbodywouldonlybe

arrivingatthetimeofthefuneral.SinceSiya

washavingastatefuneralweweren’tburying

himinKZNinsteadwewouldbeburiedherein

JHBatthestatecemetery.

Igotupandwenttotakeashower.Iwastrying

hardnottofreakout,butIcouldfeelthattoday

wasnotgoingtobemyday.Howwasit

possiblethatIwastrulysayinggoodbyeto

Siya. 

Ihadsatthroughhismemorialserviceand

somehowmanagednottodie.ButtodayIjust

didn’tknowifIwasgoingtobeabletosee

themputsandoverhiscoffin.Isatinthe

showercryingathowmucheverything

remindedmeofSiya.Fromthisveryshower,To

hisfavouritespoon.HowonearthwasIever

goingtolivewithouthim?



Igotouttheshowerandgotdressedinallblack.

Ididn’treallycareabouthowIlooked,butmy

motherinlawhadinsistedthatImakeaneffort.

Soshehadmadesuresheboughtmeablack

suitdresswithamatchinghat. 

Aftergettingdress,Iwentdownstairstosee

howthingsweregoing. 

Myaunthadbathedthekidsandtheywere

alreadydressedandwereeatingbreakfast. 

Thehousewasnowfilledtocapacity.Myaunts,

uncles,everyone.Igreetedthemandditched

breakfast.Ijustfeltlikeeveryonewasmaking

mewalkoneggshellsinmyownhouse. 

Ijustwantedeveryoneout,andIwantedSiya

home 

Iwentbackupstairs,andaskedmyaunttocall

mewhenitwastimetoleave. 

Isatonmybed,andforoncejustbreathed,this



wasgoingtobeajourneythatIwashonestly

notreadytomakealone. 

Ididn’thearmyMoherinlawwalkin.Iwasso

zonedoutthatIonlyheardherwhensheput

herhandsaroundme

Her;Makoti,Itstime

Ilookedupatherandshookmyhead,andtears

filledmyeyes.

Me;Idon’tknowifIcandothis 

Her;youneedtoMakoti.Wecannotprolongit

anylonger 

Me;givemeaminute 

Her;thepreacherhasarrived,alongwithSiya’s

body

Me;(clearsthroat)I’llbethereinaminute



Itookaminutetobreath.Thiswasit.Thiswas

thedaythatIhadbeendreadingeversinceIfell

inlovewithhim.ThedaythatIwouldhaveto

saygoodbyetohim.

Iwalkeddownstairsandweleftforthechurch.I

satthroughtheproceedingsanddidmybest

nottocry.Iwasgiventheopportunitytospeak,

butIdeclined.InsteadIhadmyauntreadout

whatIwantedtosay 

Afterthechurch,wemovedovertothe

cemetery.Isawthemputhiminthegroundand

watchedashiscasketwentdown. 

ThereinthatmomentiswhenIknewthatmy

lifewouldneverbethesameagain. 

Siyawasgoneandthereisn’tanythingIcould

doaboutit
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ThedaysafterSiya’sfuneralwerethehardest

ever.Botharefamiliesstartedleavingoneafter

theother.Theemptierthehousegot,the

heaviermyheartbecame.Ihadnow

experiencedafullweekwithouthimandit

totallybrokemyheart.

Icriedmyselfmostnightstosleep.Lesedihad

becomesoattachedtohergrandmother,which

leftmewithalotofspeartime. 

Itriedreadingbooks,anddoingyogabutnone

ofthatshitwashelping.InsteadIcravedhis

touchnowmorethanever.I’dgiveanythingto

hearhisvoice.Hellevenifitmeanthewas

shoutingatme.I’dtakeit.



IthoughtIwouldatleastseehiminmydreams

butsomehowitlookslikehehasdesertedme

eventhere.I’vedreamtofbothmyparents

before,butSiyanothing.Isometimeswakeup

andfeellikeheisinbed,buttheminuteIopen

myeyes,Irealiseheisgone.Iguessit’sa

blessingthatI’mpregnant,becauseIknowthat

Iwouldbedrinkingmyselftosleep.

MaNdhlovuhasbeenhintingthatmaybewe

shouldstartgivingawaySiya’sclothesand

someofhisbelongings,butIflatoutrefused. 

Imayhaveburiedhim,butIamnotreadytolet

go.Iwanthisscent.Ishowerwithhisshower

gel,andthinkofthetimesweargued,andmade

upinthisshower.

IgodownstairsandfindMaNdhlovuandthe

Childrenstillfastasleep.Iheadtothekitchen

andstartmakingbreakfast.Todaywasexactly



2weekssinceIhadsaidgoodbyetoSiya. 

Iwasstartingtohavearoutineagain.Today

wasLesedi’sfirstdayatpreschool.Wedidn’t

reallygettocelebrateherbirthdaysinceSiya

wasn’taround.ButMaNdhovubakedacake

nyanawesangfor. 

Ispentmostofherbirthdaycryinginmyroom.I

justfeltsolost.IwantedSiyatoseeour

childrengrowup.IthurtmetoknowthatLesedi

wouldnevergettoseeherfatheragain. 

Ifinishmakingbreakfastandgotowake

everyoneoneup.IputOlwethoandLesediin

thebath,andbaththemtogether. 

LindaandIhadfinallyhadawomantowoman

discussionaboutOlwetho,andwecametoan

agreementthatshewouldbeabletovisithim,

butthathewouldstaywithme.Especiallysince

Ipulledoutmychequebookandmadeitworth

herwhile.



Afterbathingthekidsandgettingthemdressed,

servedbreakfast,andthendrovethemto

school. 

IstartedwithOlwetho,whowasinsistingthatI

walkhimonlytothegate.Hedidn’twantus

walkinghimin.apparentlyhewastoobigfor

that.Ohandnokissinghiminfrontofhis

friends. 

ThenIdroppedLesedioffadday-care.Iwas

rathernervousasitwasherfirstday,but

somehow,shedidn’tevencry.Herteacherhad

colourfulballinherhandwhichdistractedher

asIwalkedaway. 

Isatinmycarandsmiled.WhatthehellwasI

goingtodoalldaywithoutthekids?Ihonestly

thinkIneedtofindajob,butyetsinceI’m

pregnant,Ican’tstartworkingandthenbe

absentforanothersixmonths.Maybeit’sbestI

waittillafterthebabyisborn 

Idrovebackhomelisteningtotheradio.Iused



Siya’sjeep,andbeinginitsomehowgaveme

somesortofcomfort.Evenifitwasjustfora

moment

IdroveinandsawthatHlokeswashere.I

walkedinandwebumpedheadsbecausehe

washeadingout

Ohsorryaboutthat,IsaidasIrubbedmy

forehead

Noworries 

Youleavingalready? 

Yes-Ijustcametomakesureallthecameras

wereinorder 

Me;ok

IlookedatHlokesandIpickedupsomething

wasn’tright



Me;Hlokes.What’swrong? 

Him;nothing 

Me;tryagain

Him;Iwasjustleaving

HetriedwalkingpassedmebutInoticedthat

hehadsomethingIhishand

Me;what’sthat 

Him;nothing 

Me;itcan’tbenothingifit’sinyourhand 

Him;It’sjustsomedocumentsIneededfrom

Siya’sstudy 

Me;whatdocuments

Hetookouthisphonefromhispocketand



answered

Him;I’vegottorun 

Me;we’reinthemiddleofaconversation 

Him;bye

Hlokeswalkedpassedmeandanswershis

phoneasheleaves.Idon’tknowwhatitis

abouthim,butsomethingwasn’tright.Hewas

justtoofidgetyformyliking.Mxa

*************** HLOKES*************************

**

MebumpingintoRifiloewasn’tthebestthing.I

meanhonestlyifshehadseenthose

documentsshewould’veflipped.



Igotinmycaranddrovetotheairport,and

drovetothesafehouse.Iarrivedandfound

Siyaeatinghisfood

Him;didyougetthem 

Me;yes

Him;phew….Howisshe?

Me;She’sthinksshe’sburiedyouGhost.How

doyouthinkshefeels? 

Him;youknowwhywehadtodothisright?

Me;yes.Ido.Igetit.ButSiyasheisdevastated 

Him;Iknow.Isatinthecarasshecried.You

thinkIdidn’twanttojumpoutthecarandshout

surprise?

Igavehimalookandjustgavehimthe

documentsheneeded.



Me;I’mnotgoingbackthereuntilthislittleplan

ofyoursisdone.ThemomentIlookatherIfeel

likeapologising 

Him;wellitsyourfaultweareinthismess. 

Me;fucknotthisshitagain 

Him;it’sthetruth.IfyouandNailshadtoldme

aboutsuspectingthesetup,Iwouldn’thave

gonetoseeTau 

Me;butyouknowwehadnochoice 

Him;Iknow.nutfuckifyoufuckingdo

somethinglikethatagain,Iamgoingtokillyou.

AndIwillmakesureyouaredead

Me;yaya.Nowforgoodnesssakes.Justtake

yourdamnpainkillers.Andstopbeingthat

dramatic.Thatpulledlandedinthesoftest

placeinyourneck.Nxa

Siyalookedupatmeandwenttotakehispills.I

smiledathowhewasgettingsomad.Iknowhe



wasfrustratedaboutthesituation.Butinthat

momentIhadnochoicebuttomakepresident

TauthinkthatIhadbetrayedhim.

SoIdidwhatIhadtodo.Ishothim,knowing

verywellhewouldsurvive.AndonceIhadTau

inmyhandsImadehimsignthedeal. 

SotechnicallyIsavedtheday,anddeepdown

heknowsIamright.AndGhostbeingGhost

wouldneveradmitit,butssinceheisnow

officiallyresigned,andnooneislookingforhim,

itwillbeaperfectopportunityforhimand

Rifiloetowalkoffintothesunset.Butfirsthe

needstoheal.Andhopefullyhewon’ttellRifiloe

aboutwhatIdidn’tbecauseIam100%sureshe

wouldneverforgivemeforthis.
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IsitonmybedtodaystillwonderinghowI

madeitsofar.Siya'sbeengonefor6months

now,andilookmorelikeawhilethanever. 

MaNdhlovuhasbeenthereeverystepofthe

wayandLordknowshowgratefulIamtohave

her.

She'sbeensocaringandPatientwithmy

hormones.IjustwonderhowIwould'vegotten

throughallthisifitwasn'tfor.

IstandupandstartpackingforKZN.

MaNdhlovuinsistsonusperformingthe

cleansingceremonynow,beforeIgivebirth.I

triedreasoningwithheelbutshewouldn'thear

it.ShekepttellingmehowIhadtogetbac,to

mylife.SoUNtheendIagreed.Notthatit

makesdifferenceinmylife.ImeanSiyamaybe



gone,butI'mstillmourninghim.Andmebeing

cleansedistgoingtochangethat.

IsnapoutofmydaydreamasIhearthebell

ringing.Iputmyslippersonandwaddle

downstairs.

MaNdhlovuandthekidareatthezoo,withthe

nanny,soI'malone.Excludingthesecurity.

WhichIstil,don'tunderstand.ButHlokeshas

insistedthattheystay.SoIjustletthembe.

IanswerthedoorandIfindadeliverman

standingtherewithahugebouquetofflowers. 

Isignforthemandputtheminavase.Idot

botherreadingthecard,becauseIalreadyknow

thattheyarefromJason.He'sbeensemding

mefloweressinceSiya'sdeath. 

Hesayastheyaretocheermeup,and



surprisinglyitworks.

Ipickupthephoneanddialhim

Him:I'mguessingyouliketheflowersIsent

you 

Me:Ido.Thankyou

Him:youknowit'sapleasure. 

Me:I'vegotrun.Ineedtopack

Him:pack?Ithoughtyouweren'tallowedto

leavethehouse,exceptfortakingthekidsto

school 

Me:I'mgoingtoKZN.Itmycleansingceremon

thisweekend

Nim:doesthatmeanthatyou'llbeabletoget

backtoyourlifeafterthis

Me:yes.Butinallhonesty,Idon'tknowifI'll

evertrulymoveon



Him:justtakeitslowly.Onedayatatime

Me:thankyouJason.Foreverything.You've

beenanamazingfriend 

Him:always

Iwrapupmyconversationwithhim,thengo

backupstairsandstartpacking.Ipack5

dresses.Showlsanddoeks. 

ThenmovetoLesediandOlwetho'sroomsand

packforthemtoo.

OnceI'mdone.Igobackdownstairsandcut

myselfyetanotherpieceofcakewithaglassof

milk.Idon'tknowwhybutthispregnancyhas

beenrathereasy.Ionlyhadabitofmorning

sickness,butonceIgottomysecondtrimester

Iwasfeelinglikemynormallife.Exceptforthe

factthatIgavegainedafliploadofweight.

WhicIplanonlosingassoonasIdropthis



baby.

Imust'vefallenasleeponthecouch,becauseI

wokeupwithLeseditappingmytummy.

Ispoonedmyeyesandsmiled.Shekissesmy

noseandimmediatelyrunstoherbrother.

IsitupandfindMaNdhlovuinspectingmy

flowers.

Her:fromJasonagain?

Me:yesma.

Her:theirbeautiful

Me:howwasthezoo

Her:fine.Ihaveafeelingtheywillbeasleepin

notime 



Me:thankyoufortAkingthemma

Her:sotellmeaboutthisJasonguy

Igiveheraninquisitivelook

Her:wellyourcleansingceremonyiscomingup.

Oncethat'sdoneyouneedtostartgoingout

more.Maybeevenstartdatingagain

IlookatthiswomanandwonderIfthereisn'ta

screwloose?

Me:Ma.Iamnotevenclosetobebeingready

forthat.I'm7monthspregnant 

Her:Iknowthat.Butoncethebabyarrivesyou

needtodustyourselfoffandenjoyyourlife

again.Your26.Nearly27.Plusyouremember

whatSiyasaidinhiswill.Hedoesn'twantyou



beinglonely.Youhavetoletgo.

Igetupandgotothekitchen.Yes.I,hungry,

andthisconversationjustkeepsgettingmore

andmoreawkward.Sowhatbetterway,thanto

eat.

Thekidsgotobedthatnightwithgranny.While

IsitinSiya'sclosetcryingmyeyesout.I'vetried

sohardtomoveon,butthefactthatIwon'tbe

seeinghimagain.Iwouldhonestlydoanything.

Absolutelyanythingtobeinhisarms.Instead

I'monthefloorwithhisshirtinlap.

IgotobedwhenIhavenomeretears.Itakea

panado,andsurrendertothedarknessthat

followsmetomysleep

WearriveinKZN,andiamsenttoSiyasroom.

Hisfamilyandmyfamilydisagreedaboutme



beingcleansedinKZN.Butapparentlythe

Ndhlovufamilycleanstheirdaughterinlawsat

thehomestead.

ThefollowIgmorningIamwokenupat

4:00am,andtakentoarivercloseby.Iam

cleansedbutnakedwiththendressedinNew

clothes.

Wegobacktothehouseandeat.By11amwe

aredoneandthecateringteamgetreadyto

leave.

Ihaven'tbeentooemotionaltoday.Ithinkit's

becAuseofallthepeoplehere. 

MaNdhlovuinsistedonmenottouchingathing.

I'vebeeninmyroomwatchingtvasthoughI

aminqwaqwa.



*************Siya***********

Ikeeplookingatthereportsfrommyteamand

weekthingsaren'tdoingasgreatasIthought

theywould.Ithoughtbynowwewouldbe

wrappedupandnowouldbeablegobackto

mylife.Butnow6monthslaterI'mstillstuck

hereinthisfuckingsafehouse.

Ilookethroughthereportsandgetmoreand

moreirritated.ThisfuckinLesothodealhas

takensomuchlonger.Wearestilltryingto

figureoutwaysonhowtomakeS.A.and

Lesothoone.Fromcurrencies,toland.It'sLl

justtakingtoolong.

HlokeswalksinjustasIfinish,Ndthelookon

hisfacetellsmethatitsbadnews



Me:and?

Him:parliamentwaspostponedforanother

week

Me:fuck

Him:Ghost.Youmightaswellchill.Thisthing

willonlybedoneinanothersixmonths 

Me:shut.Thisiscrazy.Rifiloeisduetogive

birthanyminutenow 

Him:whatdoyouwanttodo?

IlookatHlokesandfeelmoreandmoreangrier.

IfhehadjustdidwhatItoldhimtodowe

wouldn'tbeinthismess.

Me:IneedtoseeRifiloe. 

Him:youcan'tbeserious

Me;ifIhaetowaitanother6months,sheis

goingtokillmehin:you'realreadydead.Soyou



mightaswellwait

IthrowthereportatHlokes,andheduckswhile

smiling

Him;it'sonlyfornow.Afewmonthsfromnow

youwillwalkoffintothesunsetwithRifiloe.

Igetupandwalktomyoffice.IknowIwanted

toleAvetheforce,Ijustdidntthinkthatsit

wouldmeanayearoflyingtoRifiloe.Itried

speakingtothepresidentbuthewasn'tletting

go.HeinsistedthatIwouldhavetoconsulton

theLesothodealuntilitwassettled,butnow

parliamentistakinglongerthanexpect.Butin

allfairnessness,itstwodifferentparliaments.

Meetingandtryingtobecomeone.

Isitinmyofficeandlookthroughprovidersand



picturesofmyfamily.Iwantnothigmorethan

tojustwalkoutofherebutiknowthatthisnot

apossibility.Sositandforthefirsttimepray

thatbythetimeIgobackRifiloestillwantsme.
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IfinallydecidetotakeJasonuponhisofferto

havelunch.It’sbeenamonthsinceIcameback

frommycleansingceremonyandJasonhas

beenhoundingmeforluncheversince.So

todayforthefirsttimeIagree. 

SoIstartgettingready,andIreceiveamessage

fromhimtellingmehe’spickingmeup.

Iamtotallyagainstthis,soIdecidetocallhim

back



Him;heyyou 

Me;don’tpickmeup.Illdrive 

Him;Rifiloe,your8monthspregnant.Iwon’tlet

youdrive 

Me;Jason.I’mfine

Him;I’monmywaythereanyway.Sojustrelax

Irollmyeyesandjustfinishgettingready.Itie

mythinbraidsinabun,andwearoneofmy

manyMaxidresses,withsandals. 

Tomysurprise,bythetimeIgetdownstairs,

JasonishavingCoffeewithMaNdhlovu 

Lordhelpme.

Me;Hey.Ididn’tthinkyouwerehereyet 

Him;Iwaswaitinginmycar,butyourmotherin

lawhereinvitedmeforsomecoffee



IlookatMaNdhlovuandshehasamischievous

smileonherface.

Her;SitMakoti.JoinusforCoffee 

Me;maI’mpregnant.Ican’thavecoffee 

Her;thenI’llmakeyoutea

ShegetsupbeforeIcanevenstopher.SoI

havenochoicebuttositdownnexttoJason

whoisobviouslyenjoyingthislittlescene

Me;whydidn’tyousaynotocoffee

Him;thesamereasonyouaresittinghere.She

doesn’ttakenoforananswer 

Me;mx 

Him;youlooknice



Me;Ilooklikeawhale 

Him;acutewhale 

Me;Jason 

Him;what 

Me;mymotherinlawisinthenextroom 

Him;Iwasjustbeinghonest

Irollmyeyes,andforthefirsttimesmileathow

stupidthiswholethingis.

MaNdhlovuwalksinwithacupofmycamomile

tea.Thensitsdownandstaresatus

Her;soJason.YouandRifiloehaveknowneach

otherforhowlong?

Him;acoupleofyearsnow 

Her;andwhatareyourintentionsarewithher



God,whenIheardthosewordscomingoutof

mymotherinlaw,Iwantedtofaint.Jasonis

justmyfriend.Ihaven’tseenhiminoverayear.

Whyonearthwouldshebeaskinghimabout

hisintentions?

Me;ma.JasonandIaren’tdating.We’rejust

friends

Her;mhmmm

ShesmilesatmeandItakethisasmycuefor

ustoleave.

Me;Jason,weshouldgetgoing

Istandupbeforeshecansayanything.And

thankfullysodoesJason.Hekissesbothher



cheeks,andwewalkoutfeelingasawkwardas

ever.Ihonestlyhavenoideawhatshewas

tryingtodo.Iamnotclosetoevenbeingready

tomoveonandheresheisaskingabout

intentions.Mxm

IslipintothefrontseatofJasonscar,andwait

forhimtowalkbackaround 

Him;thatwassomethingelse 

Me;Ithinkgriefisdrivinghercrazy 

Him;Ithinkshejustwantsyoutobehappy 

Me;imfine 

Him;youdidnevengreetmeproperly 

Me;JasonIhungry,grumpyandpregnant.Don’t

messwithme 

Him;Yesmam

Hedrivesoffsmiling,andIimmediatelysmile



back.

**************SIYA*****************

IlookindisbeliefasRifiloegetsintothat

bastardscar.Iimmediatelystandupandget

mykeys. 

ThisisnotsomethingIwillsitandwatch.This

ismywife,andseeingherpregnantwithmy

childandsmilingwiththatassholemakesme

wanttogomad.

Iwalkoutthedoor,andHlokescomesrushing

tostopme

Me;Bullet.Nottoday 

Him;youcan’tdothisGhost.Youknowyou

can’t 



Me;youmustbeoutofyourmind.Thisismy

wife.MYFuckingWifeBullet.Andyouexpect

metosithereanddoasyousay 

Him;Ghost.She’sjustgoingforlunch.It’snot

likesheisgoingtofallforhim.She’sstill

mourningyou 

Me;youareonecrazyfucker.Sheislonely.She

thinkssheisnevergoingtoseemeagain.And

tomakethingsworse,sheispregnant.That

aloneisarecipefordisaster 

Him;Ghost.SoIneedtoremindyouthat,just

pitchingupthereisn’tgoingtomakethings

right.It’sonlygoingtomakethingsworse.Just

hanginthere

IlookatBulletanddecidetototallyignorehim.I

refuse.Toletthishappenovermydeadbody.

Igetinthecar,andHlokesstandsbehindit,



thinkingIwon’trunhimover.Heclearlydoesn’t

knowme.

Igetoutthecar,andnowIampissedbeyond

pissed

Me;Moveasideagent 

Him;Iwont 

Me;excuseme. 

Him;Ghost 

Me;IamyourLieutenant,andIamgivingyouan

orderson.Nowmove,beforethingsgetbad

Bulletlooksanddecidedtodoastold.

Ijumpbackinthecar,anddriveofftowardsmy

house.ItstimeIletpeopleknowwho’sin



charge.Andthatstillhappenstobeme.I’m

donewithallthebullshit.

Iarriveatthegateandsigh.Mypoormotheris

goingtohaveahaveaheartattack

IwalktothekitchenandseehersittingI’mthe

loungewatchingtelevision. 

Shehasn’tspottedmeyetandforsomereason

myheartstartsbeating.Fast.Heavy.

IwalktoherandtheshockinhereyestellmeI

should’vebeenmoresensitive.Shestaresat

meandhereyesbegintowater.Iwanttosay

something.IwanttotellherhowsorryIamthat

Iputthemthroughthis.Butwordsfailme.

Shestandsupandlooksintomyeyes.She

doesn’tblink.Notonce.Shemovescloser,and

brushesmyfacewithherhand



Her;Siyabonga 

Me;Ma

Shedoesn’tsayanythingfurther.Instead,Ifeel

athrobbingslapacrossmyface

Her;whywouldyoudothistousSiyabonga.Ye

Me;MaIcanexplain 

Her;Explainwhat.Explainthatyouhaveliedto

us

Me;Ma’

Her;No.notaword.Youhaveputthisfamily

throughhell.Thenonedaynearlyayearlater

yourockupwithoutevenwarning.AREyou

tryingtokillme? 

Me;Ma,just 



Her;shouldbeashamedofyourself

Shewalkspastmeandheadstoherroomwhile

Ichaseafterher

Me;Mawhatareyoudoing 

Her;Iampacking.Iwon’tbeherewhenyou

breakthatwoman’sheart,yetagainSiyabonga. 

Me;Ma 

Her;youshould’veseenhowbrokenshewas.

Howhurtsheisfromallofthis.Shecould’ve

lostthebaby.Andnowhereyouareasthought

nothinghashappened.Nxa…BythewayIam

takingmygrandchildrenwithme.Iwon’tletyou

traumatizethem.Never

Shetakesherbag,andpacksstuffofthe

children.IGetHlokesonthelineandinstruct



himtohavethejetreadyformymother.Iknow

sheismadatme,butsheisrightaboutthe

children.Theycan’tbeherewhenRifiloefinds

outaboutme.

Mymotherisoutthehousewithinanhourof

myarrival.Oneoftheguardsaretakingherto

pickupthekidsfromschool,whileIsithereand

openabottleofwhiskeyandwaitformywifeto

comehome

Iwait,andwait,andwait,andstill.NoRifiloe.

Igoupstairs,takeashowerandcomeback

down,toseeacardrivingupmydriveway.

IseeitsJason’scar,soIsitoninthecouchand

knockanotherglassofwhiskeydownmythroat.

Iwanttobecalm.Ireallydo,butattherateI’m

feelingIamjustaboutreadytokillthisman.
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Rifiloewalksinlaughing,asthoughsheisthe

happiestwomanalive.I’msittinghereinthe

loungewiththelightsoff.Iamtrying.Really

hard.NottojumpatJasonbutIamlosinga

battlewithinmyself.

TheywalkinandRifiloeputsthelightsoninthe

kitchen,andtheymovetothelounge. 

Sheswitchesonthelight,andimmediately

freezes.Thelookinhereyesisunreadable.I

don’tknowwhethersheispissedorifsheis

justplainlysurprised.

Shedoesn’tmoveandneitherdoesJason.She



staresatmewhile,IstareatJason. 

Hedoesn’ttakehiseyesoffmine.Weareboth

alphamalebothfightingforwhatwewantand

GodknowsIamnotlosingthisfight. 

WestandlikethisIdon’tknowforhowlong,

andfinallyRifiloe,looksatJason

Her;Jasonyoushouldgo

Hedoesn’tremovehiseyesfrommine

Him;no 

Her;Jason.Youneedtogo.Now.

Stillhedoesn’tmove.

Me;Ithinkyouneedtolistentoyourgirlfriend



Jason.Leavenow,beforethingsgetoutof

hand 

Him;Rifiloegotothecar

Rifiloelooksbackandforthbetweenmeand

Jason,andforasplitsecondsheconsiders

goingtothecar,butdecidesnotto.

Her;Jasonlookatme.

herdoesn’tmove

her;JASON 

Helooksatherandwipesatearfromhereye.

Theyhaveamomentandthatjustmakesme

loseit.Completely.



*************Rifiloe**************

IlookatthesceneinfrontofmeandIdon’t

knowwhattodo.SiyaisontopofJason,and

I’mtryingtopullhimoff. 

Idon’tknowhow,butforsomereasonJason

getshimoffofhim.IkeepscreamingforSiya

tostopbuthehastotallylostit.

Theguardsruninandareabletostopthem.It

takes2ofthemtoapprehendSiya,whileJason

catcheshisbreath. 

Iheadtothebathroomandbringoutthefirst

aidkit.Thengobacktothelounge.

Siyaisstillpissed.Hiseyeshavegonetotally

red.Iseesomuchhatredinthemthatitscares

me. 



TheGuardsarestilltryingtoholdSiyaback,

whileIhelpJason.There’ssomuchblood

comingfromhisnose. 

IgivehimanIcepackwhileitryfigureoutwhat

wearegoingtodowithhispoorface

Siyaisnowstandingtheregettingmoreand

morepissed.IlookathimandIhonestlydonot

knowwhattodo. 

Jasonlooksatmeandshakeshishead

Him;Rifiloeyoucanttellmeyouwanthimback

IlookatJasonandIjustdon’tknowwhattosay

Him;Rifiloeheisamonster.Ifhecandothisto

mewhatdoyouthinkhewilldotoyou



Siya;youbettershutupboyorillfuckingkillyou

Him;Rifiloe,comewithme.Illtakecareofyou.

Illneverlayahandonyou.Never

IlookatJasonandseehowhonestheis.This

istheguyIshould’vemetfirst.IfIhadmet

Jasonfirst,Iwouldn’tbestandinghere.I’dbe

somewhereintheworldhappy.Butno.Ihadto

choosethiscrazy,possessivebeaststandingto

myleft.

Ilooktooneoftheguards,andinstructthemto

driveJasontotheemergencyroomandthen

drivehimhome.

Siyaissittingonachairwithaglassofwhiskey

inhishand.Walkspastmeandgivesmeakiss

onmycheek.Godthismanisfrustrating.He



justdoesn’tunderstandthatSiyawillliterallykill

him

Him;besafe.Callmeifyouneedme 

Me;I’msorryaboutthis.Ihadnoclueabout

this 

Him;itsfine.Ifyouneedmeyouknowwhereto

findme.

Inod,andhewalksoutwiththeguards.Now

it’sjustme.Meandthismanwhoonceagain

hasturnedmywoldupsidedown.

IlookathimandwonderwhatstoryIamgoing

tobetoldthistime.Iprayedsohardandlong

askingGodtobringhimback.AskingHimto

tellmeitwasallamistake,andnowthatheis

hereIdon’tknowhowtofeel.



IheadtomyroomandIsitonthebedandtryto

calmmyemotions.IfeelSiyabeforeheeven

saysanything.Icansmellhisscent.Hedoesn’t

move.Notaninch.HejuststandstherewhileI

sitandtrysortthroughwhatmyemotionsare

atthemoment

Isitandfinallyletoutacryofathousandyears

coming.HowcouldSiyadothistome?Why

wouldhewanttohurtme?I’vetriedeverything

inmypowerforthepastthreeyearstoproveto

himthatIlovehim,andyethereheisalive,

whenIthoughthewasdead.

Herushestomyside,andelbowhimintheface.

Hetumblesback,andlooksatmesurprised



Him;Rifiloe 

Me;No.SiyaIamdonewiththisfuckingbullshit.

Thisisn’tamarriage.Youhaveliedtome.Over

andoveragain.Butthistimeyouhavegonetoo

far. 

Him;BabyPlease.Iunderstandyou’reangry.

ButIhadnochoice

Me;Siya.youalwayshaveachoice.Iamyour

wife.Youhavenorighttodothistome.You

brokeourvows 

Him;Rifiloe.Thisisn’teasyforeitherofus.I

camehereanddefiedmyownpresident’s

orders.ButIcameback.BecauseIloveyou 

Me;Lies.Youcamebackbecauseyoufound

outaboutJason

IturnaroundandlookathisfaceandIknow

thatit’sthetruth.Siyawouldn’thavecomeback



ifitwasn’tformehavinglunchwithJason.

Me;youshouldgo 

Him;Rifiloe 

Me;now.Gobacktowhereverthehellyou

camefrom 

Him;Rifiloeplease.Babyjustletmeexplain 

Me;Explainwhat?Thatyoubetrayedme.My

trust?ThatIhadtogothroughhellbecauseof

yourJob?ThatonceagainIampregnantwith

yourchildandyouweren’tthere?Nothingyou

saywillmakeupfortheshitthatyouhaveput

methroughSiya.

HewalksofftothebathroomandIsitandtry

calmingdown.Ifeelthebabykickingand

rememberthatthisisbiggerthanme. 

Siyawalksoutandsitsnextme.Hemakessure



hedoesn’ttouchme.Webothjustsitthereand

wonderwhatwearegoingtogetthroughthis.I

cannevertrusthim.Isatheremourningaman

thatwasalive.Amanthathadagainchosenhis

joboverme.Overourbaby.HowdoImoveon

fromthatandgetbackwherewewerebefore

allofthisNaledishit.
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I’msittingherebreathing.Cryingandtryingto

calmmyselfdown.Siyasitsnexttomewitha

lookthatI’veseentoomanytimes.Alookof

regret. 

Igetupandgototakeashower.Ineed

somethingthatisgoingtoreleasethisstress.

Mypoorbabymustbewonderingwhatthehell

isgoingon.Istandintheshowerstillwitha



heavyheart.Ijustcan’tseemtowrapmyheart

aroundthefactthathewasback.Ifeelacold

breezecomingfromthedoor,andIknowit’s

him. 

Itenseup.Idon’tknowifI’mreadyforthis.He

comesinandputshishandaroundmefromthe

back.Iwanttofighthim,Iwanttoscreamat

him,tellhimhowIhatehimformakingmego

throughsomuchhell.ButIcan’t.Ican’tbring

myselftofighthimanymore.Ituraroundand

putlookupathim.It’sbeenalongtime.Iwas

startingtoforgethowtallheis.Ifeelmyhair

getwetbutIdon’tcare.He’slookinginmyeyes,

andforthefirsttimetonightIseefearinhis

eyes. 

Itakemyeyesoffhisandputmyheadonhis

chest.He’shere

IwakeupthefollowingmorningwithSiya

wrappedaroundmelikeIvy.I’mabit



uncomfortable,becauseIhaven’thadtosleep

withinmybedwithanyonefornexttoayear,

andwell,thisbabyisn’tmakingitanyeasier. 

Ishiftabitandhemoves.

Him;whereyougoing 

Me;Ineedtopee 

Him;holditin 

Me;Siya 

Him;mhmmmm

Imovehishandsandheadtothebathroom.I

decideImightaswellfreshenupwhileI’m

here. 

Ibrushmyteeth,washmyface,andthengo

backtobed.



Ilyefacinghimandheslowlyopenshiseyes.

Him;thatlooktellsmeyouwantanexplanation 

Me;youknowmetoowell 

Him;givemeasec.

Hegetsupadheadstothebathroom.Then

comesbackandgetsbackintobed.

Him;baby.YouknowsomethingsIcan’ttell

you.Right

Me;don’tstartwithme 

Him;no.justletmeexplain 

Me;Siya 

Him;Rifiloe.Justshush.

Ilookathimandhisfacehaschangedfrom



beingallsweetandmushy,tobeinghardand

angrier. 

God.Hecanbeannoying.ButIdecide,tokeep

quite

Him;canIcontinueorareyougoingtointerrupt

meeverychanceyouget?

Me;(silence) 

Him;Rifiloe 

Me;I’mlistening

Herollshiseyesandstatstalking.Hetellsme

everything.From 

HowtheyforLesotho,becauseNaledi’sfather

hadkilledhisuncle.Tohowtheybasically

overtookLesotho.Butwhenhetellsmeabout

Hlokes,Ifeelmystomachgettingweaker



Me;soheshotyou 

Him;yes.Buthehadtodoit.soitlookedlikehe

wasrebelling.Otherwise,Iandmyteam

would’venevermadeitoutalive. 

Me;sowhypretendtobedead

HimRifiloe,Ineededtimetorecover.Butmost

importantlyifIwas“dead”noonewouldcome

afteryou.Iknewyouwouldbesafe.Atleasttill

Icouldgiveorderstomymenagain

Me;continue 

Him;soIwenttothesafehouse.Ihadanop.

Andstartedrecovering.ButIdidn’trealisehow

longitwouldtaketobringtocountriestogether.

I’vespentdaysandnightgoingthroughlegal

paperworks.Tryingtofindsolutions.Tomake

thingsworseparliamentisamess.Weneedto

decidewhoisbeingkept,andwhoisbeinglet

go.Weneedtodecideaboutlaws,policeforce,

everything.It’scrazy 



Me;sigh 

Him;afterallisdoneRifiloe.Iswearonmylife.

I’llbedonewithforce.I’vealreadytenderedmy

resignation.Thepresidentwasn’thappyaboutit,

butheaccepteditontheconditionthatIwrap

uptheLesothodeal.Onceeverythingissorted,

I’llbeout

IlookatSiyaandseethatheisserious.Buta

partofmestillwondersifheisreallytellingme

thetruth.

Me;sowhatmadeyoucomehomelastnight.

Whenyoustillhadaboutanother6monthsof

serving

Him;(Silence) 

ME;answerme 

Him;Rifiloe 



Me;tellme.Iwanttohearit 

Him;Isawyouwithhim.Ijustcouldn’tletgo.I

couldn’tseeyouwithhim 

Me;butyoucouldsitbyandletmebury

someonethatwasn’tyou?Youcouldsitbyand

watchmebreak,andyoudidnothing.You

could’vesentsubtlemessages.Helleventold

Hlokestotellme.butyoudidn’t.Youletme

mournyouSiya.youmademefacemydarkest

fear,andyoudidn’tflinch.Notonce 

Him;babyIdidn’twanttoriskyoursafety.It

wasacrucialtime.Youwerebeingwatched.

Anyslightmishapandmyenemieswould’ve

knownIwasalive.Icouldn’triskthat.Ihadto

letyougothroughthis,sothattheywould

believeIwasdead 

Me;sowhatnow 

Him;Idon’tknow 

Me;whatdoyoumeanyoudon’tknow 



Him;Idon’tknow.Ididn’tthinkthisthrough.I

justsawyouwithhimandIsawred.Idrove

herewithoutaplan. 

Me;lordsiya 

Him;Illfixthis 

Me;yourfirststartwillbeapologisingtoJason

Siyalookedatmewithsuchanger,IswearI

cringed.ButIwasn’tbackingdownonthis.He

waswrongandheneedstoapologise 

Me;imserious.Iwantyoutoapologiseto

Jason 

Him;never 

Me;Siya.Heismyfriend.Andyouattackedhim 

Him;that’sbecausehewasmakingmoveson

you.Yetagain 

Me;Siyayouplayeddead. 

Him;still. 



Me;ifyoudon’tapologizetohim,thenyouandI

arenotgoingtobeok

Hegetsoutofbed,andstormsouttheroom.I

smileandshakemyhead.Lordhelpme.what

amIgoingtodowithisman.

Igetupandmakethebed.Openthewindows,

andgotakeashower.Hecansulkasmuchas

hwantsbutIamnotlettinghimgetawaywith

this.Jasonhasbeensosupportiveandcaring.

Hedidn’tdeservewhathappenedtohim.

AftermyshowerIheaddownstairs,withjusta

robeon.Idon’treallyplanonleavingthehouse

today.Ijustwanttositherewithmycrazy

muntuandtryfindawaytomovepastthis.But

I’mstillnotlettinggooftheJasonissue.Siya

waswrong.Pointblank,andheneedstomake



itright

Ifindhiminhisoffice.He’stalkingtoHlokes,so

Igooutandlethimbe.InsteadIgotothe

kitchenandmakebreakfast.Somehowthe

messfromlastnight’sfighthadbeencleaned

up.AndthenIrememberthatthisisSiyawe’re

talkingabout. 

Imakehimbreakfastandtakeittohimona

tray.ImaybemadathimbutIamhappy.Heis

home.HeisaliveheissafeandforthataloneI

shouldbegrateful. 

HelooksupasIwalkinandhesmiles. 

Him;BulletI’llcallyouback.Handleeverything

andkeepmeintheloop

Heputsdownthephoneandstaresatmewith

abiggrinonhisface



Him;I’vemissedyou 

Me;I’vemissedyoumore

Igivehimhisbreakfastandhedigsin.

Me;Illbeupstairsifyouneedme 

Him;aren’tyoueating 

Me;Ihadsomefruitandtea.I’lleatlater 

Him;youneedtoeatmore.Forthebaby’ssake 

Me;SiyaI’vedonethisbefore.Bothtimes

withoutyou.IknowwhatI’mdoing

Siya’seyeswiden.Idon’tknowwhyI’m

snappingathim,butIjust(sigh)

Iwalkoutandgoupstairs.I’mnotangryathim.

HellI’mreallyhappyhe’shome.Butthereisa



lotofunsaidthingsthatI’mbottlingup,andI

amnotreadytodiscussthem.Ijusthopeheis

patientenough

Isitinmyroom,anddecidetocallJason.I

knowIshouldn’tbutIjustneedtomakesure

he’sok

Him;hey 

Me;hey 

Him;(silence) 

Me;I’msorry 

Him;There’snothingforyoutobesorryabout 

Me;how’syourface 

Him;illlive 

Me;I’mreallysorryJason.Siyaisntusuallylike

that.Idon’tknowwhathewasthinking.ButI

knowheregretsit 



Him;Idoubtit.Andwasn’thesupposedtobe

dead 

Me;Sigh.It’salongstoryJason.Buthe’shome

andthat’sallthatmatters 

Him;Idon’tgetitRifiloe.Whatdoyouseein

thatguy?Isitthemoney? 

Me;JASON.No.it’smorethanthat.Ilovehim 

Him;andyethekeepsdisappointingyou 

Me;(Silence) 

Him;howdoyouthinkthisisgoingtoend?Do

youthinkyouaregoingtowalkintothesunset

withthisman? 

Me;IhavetotrustthatIwill 

Him;wellgoodluck. 

Me;Jase

Him;I’vegottogoRifiloe.Callmewhenhe

screwsupagain 

WiththatJasonendsourcall.Iclosemyeyes



andbattlewithmyself. 

Idon’tknowwhenSiyagothere.ButIcanfeel

heisstandingbehindme.Idon’tbotherturning

around.Iknowheheardme.

Afterawhilehewalksinandpullsachairand

sitsinfrontofme

Him;doyoucalledhim

Me;yes 

Him;why

Me;Iwantedtomakesurehewasok,after…

Siyaisn’tlookingatme.Heisjustlookingathis

feet

Him;doyoulovehim



Ilookathimanddon’tanswer.Whatkindof

questionisthat?hefinallylooksupatmandhe

hastearsinhiseyes

Him;Tellme.doyouhavefeelingsforhim? 

Me;no

Him;butthewayyousmilewhenhe’saround.

Thewayyourushedtohissidelastnight 

Me;Siyahewashurt 

Him;sigh 

Me;SiyaILOVEYOU.NomatterwhatIhave

lovedyoufromthedayIlaideyesonyou.Iwill

standbyyouthroughitall.AllI’veaskedfrom

youisHonestyandthatissomethingyou

haven’tgivenmefromthebeginning.ButhereI

am.I’mstillhere 

Him;promisemeyouwon’tleaveme 



Me;never 

Him;Sigh 

Me;Imissedyou.Reallymissedyou 

Him;Imissedyoumore

IfeelhishandsonmebeforeIcanevenblink.

I’mgrowlingbeforeheevenreacheshisaim

Him;I’vemissedthistoo 

Me;don’tkeepmewaiting

Hetakesoffmyrobe,andI’mlostinhim.He

touches,kissed,andnibblesoneverypartofmy

body.I’msowetIcan’tevenbreathe.Ilayon

mysideandIfeelhimenterme.Itsbeenso

longIhadcompletelyforgottenhowitfelttobe

onewithhim. 

Itryholdingon,butmybodyletsgo.Callingout



hisname.We’renotperfect.Farfromit.Butthis

manisitforme.HeismyeverythingandImay

wanttokillhimattimes,butthereisnome

withouthim.Weareone.
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WakingupnexttoSiyafeltlikeadreamcome

true.ExceptforthefactthatIhadwetthebed. 

Ijumpedupoutandsodidhe.

He;Rifiloe 

Me;Getup 

Him;Whatsgoingon

Me;thebed.Itswet



Helookedatmewithhugeeyessmiled.

Me;stopgrinning.Weneedtoshowerandget

tothehospital

Him;Shit 

Me;awwwwwshit 

Him;whatis

Me;Ithinkitscontractions 

Him;(chuckles)Isleepwithyouforonenight

andyougointolabour

Ipickupmypillowandthrowitathim.Itakeoff

myPJ’sandtheshootsandblanketsandthrow

theminthemachine. 

ThenIwalkbackupstairsandjoinhiminthe

shower.Thecontractionsareintensebuststill

bearable.SoI’mnottooworried.Especially

sinceIamgivingbirthnaturallythistime.



Siyahelpsmeshower,andIseeMrwonka

gettingbiggerandbigger

Me;Siyalikereally.AnerectionwhileI’min

labour 

Him;Ican’tresistit.don’tyouseehowsexyyou

are 

Me;shutupandwashmyfeet 

Him;Can’twe.(Clearsthroat) 

Me;no.nothappening 

Him;butbabyI’mnotgoingtogetitforanother

6weeks 

Me;Siya.Justmove.Weneedtogetgoing

Iseehimrollhiseyes,andfinishwashingme

off.

Whenwe’redoneIgrabmyhospitalbagfrom

Lesedi’sroom,andweleaveforthehospital



Whenwegettothehospitalmygyneanddoula

havearrived.Idecidedwearegoingtousemy

doula.Shouldmygyneneedtostepinthenhe

will.Butfornowit’sjustmeandthedoula. 

Wesigninandareledtomyroom.Siyasitsin

thecorneronhisphone,whileallmytestsare

beingtaken 

Thebabyisabitpremature,butmydyneand

doulabothstillagreethatIcangoaheadwith

naturalbirthsinceI’monlythreeweeksaway

frommyduedat.plusmylittlemanisalready

about3.2kg’ssoweightwisewearegood. 

Allmytestcomebackclearandweareinthe

clearforanaturalbirth. 

Istareatsiyawho’sbeenonhisphone,andhe

instantlyputsitaway 

Him;sorry 

Me;sohaveyouchosenanameforourson



Him;Son

Me;yes,didn’tItellyou

Herollshiseyes,becauseheknowsI’mbeing

sarcastic

Him;HoweaboutMqobi 

Me;mhmm 

Him;lookIletyougetawaywithLesedi.Her

firstnameisKhanyibutwedon’tuseit.This

child.Igettochose 

Me;fine 

Him;MnqobiNdhlovu 

Me;soundsok 

Him;itwasmyfather’sname 

Me;ifyoulikeitthenI’mgoodwithit



Wespendafewhoursinactivelabour.Idecide

itsbestformetohaveawaterbirth.This

naturalthingisnotforme.Ifeellikemybodyis

beingsplitintwo

IgetinthewaterandSiyaisstandingrightnext

tome. 

Youcanseetheintensityinhiseyes.Heis

beyondexcited.Mydoulaguidesmethroughit

all.Shedoesn’tgetin.buttellsmeexactlywhat

todo.Ipushforasolid10minutes,andfinally

theheadisout.Siya’seyeswiden.Ipush2

moretimesandoutcomesMnQobi. 

IlookupatSiyaandheisinabsoluteshock.

Mnqobiontheotherhandiscryinghislittle

lungsout. 

Iitinthewaterforafewminutes,justlookingat

mygiftfromabove. 

Afterawhile,mydoulagivesSiyascissorsto

cuttheumbilicalcord.ThenshetakesMnqobi

andwrapshiminablanket,andgiveshimto



Siya. 

Heisimmediatelysmitten.Thesmileonhis

faceisbeyond.Iseehimwipeawayatear,asI

pushouttheamnioticsac. 

Siyalooksinmydirection.Thenlooksaway

whenheseesthesac. 

Igiggle. 

Oncewe’redonegettingcleanedandbaby

Mnqobiisdressed.Isitinbedandfeedhimfor

thefirsttime. 

Siyasitsnexttomeandwatchesus.

Him;thankyouRifiloe.Idon’tknowwhatI

wouldbewithoutyou 

Me;promisemewe’reattheend.PleaseSiya 

Him;weare.I’mneverleavingyoursideagain.

Itsyouandmeforever



Ismileathim,becauseIseethatthisishis

honesttruth.

I’mdischargedfromthehospitalafewdays

later.IarrivehomeandMaNdhlovuhasarrived. 

ShetakesalookatMnqobiandshe

immediatelycallesoutherclannames. 

Ileaveherthereandgolookatmyothertwo

children.

LesediimmediatelystandsupandIpickherup.

Olwethorunsintomegivingmeahug

Him;wemissedyoumommy 

Me;Imissedyoumore 

Him;Grannytoldmethatdaddyisback.

Me;yes.He’sdownstairs



HerunsdownandimleftwithLesedilookingat

me 

Me;itsalloverbabygirl.We’regoingtobea

realfamilynow

Shejustlooksatme.Probablythinkingivelost

mymind.

Igotomyroomandsitonthebed.Siyaandthe

kidsjoinmesometimelater. 

Ilookahimandseethatsomethingis

botheringhim

Me;whatisit 

Him;nothing 

Me;Siya 



Him;Rifiloe.itsnothing

Idecidetoletitgoandtrustthathewilltalkto

mewhenheisready.Fornowweareok. 

Siyaishere.Mychildrenarehere.AndIam

happy

*****************6Months

Later**********************

I’msittingonthebeachwiththechildrenandI

amamazedathowtheyearhasended. 

SiyaandIarefinallywhereweneedtobe.He’s

wrappedupeverythingheneededtowrapup

withtheforce.Wearefinallyatastagewe

thingsarecalm.Thereisnofighting.No

doggingbullets.

Siyacomeoutthehouseandsitswithmeas



wewatchthesunsetfromtheDurbanbeach

housethatheboughtmeasapushgift

Him;areyouhappy 

Me;morethanhappy 

Him;Thankyouforeverything. 

Me;Iloveyou 

Him;lookwhatIhave

HegivesmehisIpad,andIlookthroughour

traditionalweddingpictures.Ismileandthink

howtherewasatimewhereIthoughtwewould

neverbehere.Butyethereweare.

Ithinkbacktomymother’sdreamandIamat

peace.Iwemayhavegonethroughhell.Butat

theendwecameoutbetter.Wecameoutasa

team.AndIknowthatnomatterwhatwemay



face.WewillalwaysbeSiya&Fifi.Together

forever

........THEEND..........


